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- MAHATMA GANDHI'S MESSAGE

The following cable message has been received by Shrimati Sarojini
Naidu from Mahatma Gandhi from Bombay:—

“Pray tell General Smuts, responsible Europeans, Class Areas
Bill poor recompense for local Indians’ exemplary self-restraint
throughout interested campaign against them. Europeans should
remember local Indians voluntarily submitted administrative re-

striction further Indian Immigration. Remind Union Government
assurance given Gokhale that no further disabling legislation will
be passed, also compact 1914; nothing since dong¢ by local In-
dians deserve proposed treatment. Acceptance Class Areas Bill
tantamount political civil suicide; trust your winsome eloquence

will disarm opposition and make lot countrymen easier for your
presence. —GANDHIL.” |
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" NOTES AND NEWS

. PUBLISHER’S APOLOGY.

We have to tender our sincerest apology to
our readers for making them wait expectantly
in vain for the last week's issue of ‘Indian
Opinion’ which, owing to unavoidahle circum-
stances, we were unable to publish. e have,
however, atoned for our sin, as will be seen
from the present jssue which we have made
bulkier than usyal. We are alsa very pleased ta
present with this issue a portrait of our hon-
oured guest and beloved sister Mrs. Sarojini.
Naidu which we have no doubt will be treas-
ured by our readers with profound reverence.

RS, Sarojini' Naidu was accorded a very

hearty welcame by the Indian community

, _at Capetown., A special train went to

Wellington to receive Mrs. Nuidu, The  platfoym

at’ Capetown Station was crowded with Indians

‘when the train arvived and sp great wag the crush

' ontgide the station that Mra, Naidu’s carriage was

unable to proceed and the police escart had ta

push the people back, We hope to publish fuller
reports in our next issue. o

"

Interviewed by Reuter’s representative on the train,
Mrs. Naidu exppessed the desire that her appreciation
and gratitnde for the wonderfnl reception she had
received fromr 4ll sectiops of the people in Somth
Africa should be made public. The human heart of
South Afrjea, shodeclwed, was Dhettor than the poli-
tical hieart, and {he personal kinduess which she had
recejved wasin extrgordinsry .contrast to the treate
ment of her peoplein this country. Bhe said she
firmly believed that the present difficulties were due
to misconception and o needless feav-of the unknown,
and she thought that a round-table conference, at
which all delegates wonld be perfectly frank, and lay
all their cards on the table, wonld resultin an under-
standing -being reached, South Africs, she said,
probably presented the most difficult test to states- |
men, She said the agitation would be carried on
in India, but she hoped it would not be antagonistic ;
. or hostile. What Indiang wgmted in this gountry |
were their pure rights, - T

We anderstand fx,'o% 8 Reuter's. message from
Dethi that a ‘Oclonies ‘Committee is to proceed to
England to discuss with the Imperial Government
the guestion of the statns of Indians in the Colonies,
The members of the committee are reported to be .
Sir Benjamin Robortson, Mr. Hope Simpson, M. P.

the Aga. Khan, Rao Bahadur T3 Rangachariar snd

E. C. Roy. . o b to

. A ——— —

The following resolution was passed at a mass
meeting recently held in, Johanpesburg under the !
auspices of the Transvaal Tamil Benefit Society :— |

“This meeting of the Transvaal Tamil Benefit
Society held gt 196, Market Street, Johannesburg, '
on the 3rd day of Febunary 1924, hereby endorses
the action of the Transvaal British Indian Associa.
tion, in recording the Indian community’s protest-
apaingt the Class Area ‘Bill, which i8 aimed at ‘the .
ruination of the Indian. community throughout the
Union of South Africp,” :

g -

(]

The unnual meeting of -the Cape United -Hindoo
Assocfation was held recently at Capetown when -
the following election of new officers took place: M.
Naranjee Heera, Chairman; Mr. Laloo Chagan
Gheewala, Secretary; Mr. Valebh Chhoana, vice-
chairman; Mr, Naran Keshuv,streasurer,

' bangs in the balance angors well for ‘our future.
1 Naidu has bronght usa ray of hope from our Motherland
| that with all her woes she bas not'forgotton her ghildren

Port, Elizabeth Indians haye sent & wire to Mra,
Sarojioi Nuidu welcoming ber to this conntry ynd bave
iovited her to visit their town.

We tuke the following from the Nalal Mercury,
We can hardly believe what is said therein to he
true.  Bnt if it is it would certainly appear that the
prohibition law in America has proved a failure :—

Mr. Richard Enwright Commissioner of police in
New York City,.in an address on prohibition, mid
a sinister result of the law was that people who
before prohibition nsed intoxigating Jignor motder-
ately, and confined themselves to light wine or beer,
are now drinking large quantities of hard liquor of
a very bad quality, andl the effects of this upon the
socinl and moral tone of the community wus any-
thing but reassuring. He informed Lis sudience
that it in considered smart by boys and girls to carvy
.ﬁasks of liquor, generally of bad quality, when they
o to parties, and the tesult was most iijyrions to
their morals and bealth, Distinguished wmen in
professional life, judges, statesman and clergymen,
carry their private flasks, he added, and do not seem
to think they are committing any offence against
the law, :

According to the Washington fsl, - the
statistics anncunced by the Superintendent of
Police in Washington ghow that prohibition has
not deocreased erime. . The population of Washing-

|-ton between 1910 gnd 1923 incrensed by 32 por

cent. while arrests for serious crime inoreased by
107 per cent. Airests for murder were more
numeroua by 271 per c¢ent. than thoy weare ten
-years' enrlier. Cases of manslaughter were more
{l_)y 2530, crimes against morality more by 50,
robbery by 103, and bigamy by 83. For violation
of the prohibiton laws 13,040 persons were arrested
Inst year,and 8,368 arrests were made for drunken-
ness, an increase of -[121 per cent, over the ar-
rests in 1910. ‘ .

4 -—————. -

OUR HONOURED GUEST

RS, Naidu's visit to this country has corfls as a
M surprise to us all and it is indeed a very welcome
* ¢+ one, Her presence amidst us at th's most
oritigal  junctyre whan the fate of oor community
Mrs.

‘n this far-awayland, Bhe hascometo us as our sister
to ussist us in our difficnities.” Bhe has come not to rebuke
the wrong-doers but algo to open ont eyes to oyr own faulta
and if we will earnestly follow from her message only
that which -alfecta us pmjmually we will have overcome
more than half of our difficulties in this country. ‘

During hernttergnces in this gauntry Mre. Naidu has
revealed the indisputable truth in its nacked form. Truth
is mest often unpalatable but whon it is understood it
becomes @ .blessing. But there are people who do not
-wigh to understand the trath. They are liko the die hards
like Mr. Wm. Cox and Lis acmy. o them Mrs, Naidu's
voice will be in the ~ildorHess, There are others who
noderstand the truth but are too gy to beliove it and go
leaving aside the principle quibble over details of facts
and figures. To them also Mre. Naidn's voice will have
noecffect, There are others who ropresent the thinkng
olass to whotn this incquality between mun apd man—he-
tween (God’s creation—is nll & confusion and to these Mrs.
Naidy's uttorances are like the light that breaks the dark-
nezs. Her mesange will sink and has already cunk into the

deptha of their heprts and that in iteelf isa great gohieve-
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ment to Mrs. Naida for these areafter all the people that
are the gaiding light to humanity.

Every product of modern civilisation is a blessing so
long as it serves and a curse when it does not. The
Press is a product of modern civilisation. It is neefal
solong as it gnides bot there i nothing so harmful
as the Press when it misguidess  The local Press
is to a very great extent responsible for mach
of the agitation and antagonism against Indians in
this conntry. There are reckless agitators in this conntry
who bave po scruples at all in whatever they do or speak,
At uimes there bebaviour is so disgracefol- that any
Englishman who boasts of his civilisation woald not be
proud of.  An exhibition of such bebaviour wes made at
the Maritzborg Town Hall fanction in hornoar of Mre.
Naidn, when some members of the gallant army of Mr.
Wra. Cox tried to break the meeting by rudely creating
distnrbance. We noticed, much to our regret, that the
Press had not & word of censure to exprest for such
bebaviour. Thisisonly to encourage them to do worse
thingsa. One may agitate for one’s ceuse hat one need

nat necessarily transgress the bounds of civility, such |

sction only preves bow sbeurdly weak the cause is. Bat
the local Press goes further: not odly does it not censare
such action bat supports it by giving full pablicity to
foolish and misguiding reports of their doings. The
least that shonld be expected of the Press is impartiality
and if it would give the same publicity to M. Naidn's
speeches aa it does to Anti-Asiatic propaganda the country
would benefit a great deal. . . oo

-

'MAHATMA GANDHI’S MESSAGE

HE, message published on_ the front page of this
issae from Mahstma Gandbi to Mre. Sarojini

Naidu is of very great importance to the Indian
community. If General Smuts bas a conscience this
meseage should make him blush. The importance of the
compact of 1914 lies mnob -s0 much. in the
letter but in the spirit in which it ‘was made
and it is {ntile to deny thak it has been broken both
inepiritand in the letter. Modern statesmanship con-
sists in juggling with words and in that case, General
Smuts may perhaps snoceed in defeating ps, bat he mugt
know within his heart what began the Pasgive Resistance
struggle onder the leadership of Mahatma .Gapdhi and
what ended it. Mshatma Gapdhi is. quite correet in
eaying that Indians in this conntry have exercised
exemplary self-restraint throaghout the interested com.
paign against them. We beliove their pelf-restraing has
eached the extent of slamber. And the proposed (lass
Areas Bill is nota recompense for that self-restraint but jt
is meant to awaken us from our slumber. We have giyen
into the European prejudice more than we ever ought
to have doneas a self-respecting community. We have,
submitted voluntarily to mary administrative restrictions.
We bave suffered many humiliations and the Class Areas

Bill is the crowning one. I;inargnedoverandwerngain s

that it is not meant by this Bill to cast a stigma of
-inferiority nponnsortohnmﬂiatena,bubt.hacw

toaffect. Itisthe homiliation of it that led go many
deputations to interview the Minister; and in al) cascs but
the Indians the Minister has granted relief. _'rp that ex-
teat the Bill has become more poisonous than ever; for,

. r - ey .

| Indian Congress and its Provincial bodies to

._the Bill,

whereas previously its application was gederal it will now
apply almost exclusively fo Indians. Mahatma Gandhi bas
said, acceptance of this Bill is tantamount to political snd
civil suicide and we would eay thab the acceptance of this
Bill by the Indian community will mark their moral
degradation. Mrs. Barojini Naidn is taking great pains
to reason with the responeible Ministers and leaders a3 fo
the inadvisability of passing the Bill and we can only hope

| and pray that her efforta may hemmaiwithm;

" MRS, SAROJINE NATDU INTERVIEWS
- " MINISTER _

Capetown, March 16 {Reuter),—Reuter's Agency is
informed by Mrs. Sarojini_Naidu, who bad an inter
view with Mr. Patrick Duncan, the Minister ol the
Interior, this momning, that shs placed the views of

- the people of India on the Class Areas- Bill before

the Minister. : . L _

She stated that she cams as s delegate from the
Indian National Coogress, which, she declyred, was
more representative of Indian people thag even the
Government of India, e

She also had the authority from the South. African
to the principle of the Class Areas Bitk . -

" _ She declared that India would never agree to tha

segregation of her people, and maintained that if the

" Bill became law it would be like committing the murder -
" of the spirit of the Indian community, -which would:

be worse than if it wers committed on their bodies..
- Mrs, Sarojini Naidu further asserted that it was a
matter for regret that the pledges given to ;-
Gacdhi, who had just sent a cable message objeeting,
to the viclation of the promise of Gzneral Smuts to
Mr, Gokhale that ‘no more. disabilities would be
imposed on Indians& -’ - . - .

Sbe claimed that with. hopourablé men. unwrittan. -

. pledges should be most sxcred. Thete was na- tradi,

-tional India to-day with  folded arms

for -
justice for her children abroad, "The India of to-

day stood for her rights, and would net ailow her- .
-self ta be humiliated by the Dominions subjecting.
her children to “the diflerential treatment. based.or -
racial consideration, - She would help morally and.

materially the struggle of her children for ail respect.

The Minister promised to. place the views of Mrs,
Sarojini Naida before the members of the Capines,
and also her request to be heard by the Cabinet, _

Interviewed by Reuter's Agency, the. Ministes- said-
he could not agree with the views expressed by Mas. -
Sarojini Naidu that the efiect of the Bill wonld be -

to impose any degradation oo the .Indiad commuaity, * -

nor could he agree that the Bill was ir- any

x violation of a promise made either 1o Gokhale or

to Gandbi, = | - B s
Mr. Duocan added that he would make a full -

statement on thess

'A -correspondent informs the . Natat Morcury,

points on the second reading of

from Capetown that Mre. Sarojini Naida’s appearance '

in the Gulilery of the Parliament synchrenised with

 the descent of the Class Areas Bill to seventh: place
whereas on Fl_'iday it stood first for

on the Order
Monday.

'~ The following collection was made in Dundee -lrg-

Indians, Nariansamy and Amesigada ;— - .
C. M. Naiker 2s. 6d.. Maleck 6d.,, &. David _Is.,
8. N. Naidoo 18, N. G. Naidoo 3s., K. Raman 2¢. 6d.,

Frank Is 6d., P. M. Jacob 2., N. K, Naidoo 25, 6d,

coavince us for it requires no convincing, The Bilj ip | Mr. N. G. Naidoo in aid of the recently deported .
iteelf i a badge of degradazion to whomsoever it ja meant b

R. Barath Siogh ls., Garib 1s—£1-0-6. The sum -

European ,sympath.iser. - :

[ of 10s. has been regeived for the above from a.
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MRS. SAROJINI NAIDU IN DURBAN

MONSTER RECEPTION MEETING IN TOWN HALL

CHILDREN’S DAY

W" be, if any, amongst the varions Indian
- communities " of Durban’ and distriei,
none (says the Natal Mercury) were noticeable on the
O9th of March when the Indians of Durban and
digtvict assembled to welcome lo:the. town Mis.
Surojini Naidu,. the Indian poetess - and _political
worker who ig at present touring South Africa. The
distingnished - visitor - arrived. . shortly
2 p.m., and-at that time the Railway Street exit of
the central Station was thronged. with & crowed
numbering three or four thousands.  In spite of this
large number of 'people outside the. slation awd a
largze crowd inside there was no disorder when Mrs,
“Naidn was escorted from the spedial tuin in which
alie had travelled from Maritzburg in company with
about 200 compatriots- who had left earlier in the
. day to meet her. The engine-of the train bhre the
message, “Welcome t6 Shrimati Sarojini Devi,” and
was decorated with foliage, while on the platform.
was a gnard of honour wearing pink turbaus, and
_representatives of the Indian National Volunteer
Guard. . Outside ihe station the visitor eytered a
carvinge drawn by a team of gress,’and wus escorted
to Albert Park by the majority of those who liad
assembled to meet her, o :

There was a great crowd at’ the Albert Park to
‘weleome her, and when she spoke from the Tmleony
of the pavilion—which was giily bedecked with
flags of red, green and white—she looked down on
to a sea of colowr that was extrsordinarily effeclive.
White predominsted mnong the” dresses of the
Wwomen, althongg here and there were the familiar
orange ind red colourings, while dotte{t‘ z'{bdut_, were
the red fez lead-dvesses of the Mahommedan
persuasion. When the carriage arrived it was dis-
covered that the horses had been unhmmessed and

* that members of the Guard had taken their places.
Mrs, Naidu wasaccompanied by Mr. Amod Bayat,
president of the Natal Indian Congroess, and she was
attired m flowing blue robes and gold embroidered

. slippers, carrying 2 bouquel of airnations and wear-
ing a necklet of the same flowers..

In as much as her address was for the children
these were seatedl in' front of the ‘gathering, while
in the fringe of the crowd there were many Euro-.
peans, - - o A T Lo :

. MRs. NAIDU'S. SPEECH
Y . . e T )
It was evident afterwavds that Mre, Naidu's beief
speech had not only gmined -the approval .of the
Indian community but of the Europeans as well,
and indeed it was a speech of great simplicity yet..of
_extraordinary power Ly weason of ‘the earnestuess
. with which it was delivered... She spoke in the
English language with perfect finency, and conflned
herself to the possibilities of ‘childhood. She spoke
as follows :— ' T
Before I apeak to the small children T am going to
ask the) older people—rudely called the elderly
. people by my -friend—to stand- back, for I think

sybat 1 have t0 say to  themn will be hetter said

‘to-morrow night. - .

To-duy 1 am going to speak. to the people -I love
bost in the world, the little children of the whole
‘world, not only little Indian -children, - but little
whiie children; little hlack children and liftle yellow
children. Childhood is-a wonderful thing, it is a
“ thing that cannot be divided b} thé quarrels of the

) A

before

AT ALBERT PARK

HATEVER internal disseritions there may | older people; it is a thing without race, without
l bhate—a thing of love, and the children of the world

{. are going to be the wolden horn between all the
aces that inhmbit this great Colony of Senth Africa.
:‘. To you little’ children, dear little children, T am
b moing to speak.  Yesterday 1 wna speaking to litile
: boys and girls in  Maritzburg, and I told them
' exactly what I am goihg to tell you to.day.
" You are all schoolchildren, aud T believe yon are
I gaing o have a photograph of me to keep, When
| ¥ou leok ut this photograph yon must say to your-
]3 selves “this is the feieid of all the children of the
| world,  This old lady is veally’ the friend mad play-
mate of all children in South Afrien, Englund,
P Norway, Italy, everywhere wherever there is a
“chilld it is the friend of this little old lady sitting in
; the chair,
© - Why am I the friend of all little children ?  Be-
“ cunge 2000 years ago nearly there wias a Man who
' Jived in Palestine who swid ** SufTer little ehililren to
‘come unto Me, for ' their's s the Kingdomn of
Heaven.” Out of all the world there wus & M
culted Jesna Christ who said “let the little children
* come to me,” not ricll people, or clever people, or
+ soldiers, but just little children, ;

What is the Kingdom of Heaven? Tt is not be-
yond the skies: it i3 in the heats of little children,
' hecause little children have not learned what T am
gad torthink older people have lewmrned—to be un-
“eharitable, and full of quarrels. Direclly yon bhe-
‘come unselfish, becoine pordid, yon lose your right
to enter into the Kinglom of Hewven. God  has
“made this country of South Afriea very beantiful,
- ‘There are birds with red heads, ancl birds with long
tblack tails, nnd butterflies coloured like flowers with
ived wings, purple wings, preen wings: trees thut
{have lovely flowers: waterfalls that fall like Ince on
it-he mountaing. God must want little children
Jiving in such o beantiful eountry to speak Dbeuuti-
#ul words antl suy heautiful trings always, olherwise
they would not be worthy of living in such w -
country, !

If T couid choose, T cannot beeause I am old, I
would choose to be a little Indian boy or girl -living
ju this beautiful Colony of Natal, und if I were onc
Y would sty to myself, “my grandfathers .and
grandmothers came here to bhelp. the settlers, the
white men of this country to build up this beautiful
country. They said let us work in this lund, let
“us make gardens of it, lot us help onr white brothors
to make sugoe farma,” And T would say after two
or thvea generations we are citizens of South Africa,
it is our Jand, our country. It is our land as much
_as it is the land of our frignd the Native, ulso of
the Englishman and the Dutchinan.” :

" IE T say Tam an Indian as well as a citizen of Soulh
Africn then I must spy T mmst love every other
comnunity in this'conntry us much as 1 love myrelf,
To the little white' ehifdren, to the little black
children, and to the little coloured children T must
say, 'vou nre my friends, whatever I have’l will
be glad to share it with you."

~ Our Indian blood tells us, we must not be selfish,
but try to live in friendship with everybody  else,
How do you do it? By making yonr hearts o fnll
of love and kindness that every unkind person,
every uncharitable person, seeing your kindness
muet in lurn become kind himesell,

That is what a very great man who once lived in
. Durhan many years ago eaid, If you knew - that

L
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wonderful great little man in Inlin. who long age
Fived here in Dirbuan and kater at Johannesburg and
now in Indin, von wonhl know that wherever he
lives he has only one message to the worlild, Mahat-
ma Gandhi. that is he.  He is g0 small and 50 weak,
vot his sonl i g0 big and his beart is %0 strong that
atl the seas round Durban are not so big as his sonl
nor ali the moantains ronud Durban so strong a8 bis
heart. He says "I will conquer yon by love: yon
may rob me, beat me, kill me, I will pardon the
wrong vou de me,”

He gives this messaye to the children because he
gys the okder people will not listen to him. BRBe-
canse they are greedy and selfish, they make wars,
amd then liave yvoung men die. And the little
children of the world have to stop this, So the first
thing you haveto do is ta learn what Mahatwna
Gandhi sent me here to teach yon and all the
people of Sonth Africe.  When yon aré school-chil-
dren yon are really much eleverer than your parents
beeamse yon hauve now a better chance thin your
parents hiad and a Detter chance than my parenis
conlil give me. You must ywnke the best of the
opportunity of hecoming poad little sonls. There
are lersons yon canpot Jem at gehool expeet from
one another: von éan learn {0 be kind to ane another,
mnd to help oncanother, Alwagssay “if Iamn stronger
I have to help the weaker boy or girl both in
play and in work.” In schonl yon must create
amonpst vourselves snch a beantiful atmospheve of
trnth, of kindness, of comage, of helping one an-
other, that Girectly any boy or girl rays what is not
true anut does winit is not kind, or tellaa lie, yon
will all stand up and say to that boy or girl “we will
not have you in ourwidst; yon ave a disgrace to na™
Phig is enlled hononr, and hononr is a heantiful
thinz, Sometimes people do us honour, but -that is
not enongh, we muat earn the honour given to ns
The people have dene me hononr in coming here in
anch lwrge numbers, but doing honour to me 8 a

. very different thing [rom my being worthy of hon-
onr. If I have unkind. thonghis in my heart to any
one then 1am not worthy of hononr., If I bave no

unkind thoughts then I am warthy of honour, and _

that knowledge wonld make me so that it would not
matter wlether anyone enne to hear me or net.
Then I shounld really have that sense of honour that
mitkes human beings glad to worship God in this
bheautiful conntry and this .wonderfnl world, The
flowers praise Him in their glory, bat God loves
nothing so much as his little children, who arve the
flowers of his kingdoin, the sunbeams of His Heaven,
so that it does not matter if vyou are -Indian or
Afriean, Dateh or English, rich or poor, you e the
people of the world, Yon- are going to say
“We will not live in a3 country where there is
division hetween race and: race, where there is
hatred and unseltishness.” When vou love the whole_
world the whole world will be full of peace and of joy,

After the Purk meeting Mrs. Naidu was taken to
her residence in Beatrice Street. The crowd followed
her carringre and it was with mnch diffienlty, thongh
without the slightest disturbanee, that the volunteers
ailded by the police weve able to keep the erowd
awuy from bombarding the house. The residential
quarters were Mr. V. 8, C. Pathers who had
- generously placed them entirely at the disposal of
the Congress for our honoured guest. Mr, Ducean
wus pood-enough to place lis, ear at the disposal of
the Congress for the nse of our honoured suest, In
the evening Mrs. Naidu was welcomed at the Rawat’s
Bio Hall by the Indian Women)g Aesociation where
there were several Enropean ladiesalso present. The
fpeech delivered by Mrs. Naidu at this meeting will
be publislbed in onr next igsne,

- In view of the fuct that het vislt had been cnrtniled,
tha suine pyanjng Men; Natdn pdilesiard 8 muating wt

. Arch

- gatherings at Darpall, Stanger snd Tongaat.

Clairwood and at Isipingo. Though the rain was pour-
ing down Indians had assembled at these places in
their thonsands. - |

. On Monday morning Mis. Naidu visited the M. K.
Gandhi Library, and a few Durban Indian schools.
A few minntes were spent at Mr, Parsee Rustomjec’s
residence in Field Strect where with his nsnal hos-
pitnble natare Mr. Rustomjee presented Mrs. Naidu
with a beantiful bonquet and a silver tray and _ with
a vanse and a rose water sprinkler and a rosary. Mr.
Jivanji of Nairohi who accompanied Mrs. Naidn was
also presented with a rosary and hand spun and hand
woven material. ' -

+ Im the afternoon Mrs. Naidu addressed a meeting of
European ladies at St. Cyprian’s Hall in Smith Streeg.
A lengthy discussion took place on the Asiatic pro-
blem and at the end: of the meeting a better. feeling
and a better understanding prevailed among the
ladies present. Mra. Naidn was then invited to tea by
Deacon . & Mrs, Hodson after which sbe
visited the railway and corporation barracks.
In the evening the Town Hall reception took
place the report of which is pulijished elsewhere.
On Tnesday Mrs. Naidu drove 'hy car np to Zulu-
land Lonndary and on ler way addressed “huge
Ab
Daranzll Mr. Bull, the Manager of the Darnall Sngar
Estate, had been kind enongh to send his own car
to Stanger to escort Mrs. Naidu to the place. Break- -
fust and dinner were provided for Mrs. Naida and
.the party travelling with her by the Stanger Indians,
The same evening Mg, Naida delivered a lecture on'
“Idecals of India’ at the Town Hall. The Hall was
fully packed as on the previous day and Earopedins
were im mnoch larger numbers. The Rev. Dr.
Sormany O.M.I, presided.” We hope to publish a
falli report of the address at a later date.” "~ *
Vis 1;3: THE INDIAN MARKET
. On Wednesday morning . Mrs. Naidu went to
visit the Durban Indian’ -Market. . There were
present  Couneillor - Mrs. Benson, chair-woman,
Public Health Committee, Dr. C. A. -Francois,

R

. (Deputy Mayor), Councillors Mm. Knight, H. H.,

Kemp, and My, E. T. Jones, Market Master. " The
street and the market building -were beantifully
decorated with flags and bunting. A large platform
was erected in the centre of the street where the.
Councillors and Mrs. Naidu 1were seated.. There
were approximately 4,000 people present.- - ,.. . .
Mrs. Benson as chairwoman of the Peblich Health
Committee, under whose jurisdiction comes the’
Indian Market, welcomed Mrs. Sarojini Naidu in
the names of the Indian Market Stallbolders Asso-
ciation, the Indian Farmers, and the Early Morning
Market Association in. terms appropriate to” the
occasion.- She said that there were always two sides
to any Yuestion,-and wrged that the point should
never be forgotten when forming conclusions npon
-questions affecting the two communities,. . ., .
“  ‘The distinguished visitor. was then asked 'to .
address the gathering. Mz, Naidu was accorded
an ovation and spoke for- about half an hour. She
advised Indians present to be good citizens, loyal, -
peaceful and cleam. : She was -garlanded according
to Eastern custom, as were -also . Mrs. Benson, Dr.
Francois and the other Counecillors. -
The other speakers Dr. Francois,” Comrnecillor
Mrs. Knight, Mr. 8. K. Pather and Mr. G. R.
Rughoobeer, officials, of the Market Stallholder's

Association, After the function Mrs. Nzidu was
shown round the Market, accompanied by the
Councillors. ' - '

She then visited the remaining Indian. schools
and the Pine Street and May, Street Madressas. and
the St. Aidan’s Indian Hospital and addressed a
motster gathering of Indinng at Verulam. -

In the efreenpon  Mrs,  Naidoy um;hdéd' &

i
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committee meeting of the Natal Indian Congress
where p resolution was passed authorising Mrs,
Naidoo to express to the Ministers the emphatic
protest of the Congress against the Clnss  Arens
Bill. .

Mrs. Naidu left for Capetown on Wednesday night
accompanied by Mr. Jivanjee, Mr. V. 3. C. Pather
Secretary of the Bouth African Indian Congress,
Mr. A. Christopher Jt. Secretary of the Natal Indian
Congress, Mr. P. K. Naidn the Secretary Transvaal
British Indian Association and My, Gardee of
Johanpesburg. Thonsands of Indians were present
on the platform and hearty cheers were given for
_Mrs. Naidu as the train whistled off,

According to the present programme Mrs, Naidu
will visit a few towns in the Cape after which she

will go to Johannssburg and retarn to Durban again |

" on the 6th,of April, whence she mll embark for
Indm.

TOWN HALL FUNCTION
The function on Monday night the 10th of
March will remain a memorable occasion in the
history of the Durban Town Hall. It was crowded
-by a vast concoursé of Indians, while several thou-
sznds, unable to gnm admittance, thronged the ap-

proaches -outside. ~The distingnished vistor was |

supported on -the platform by the Deputy-Mayor
who took the chair, Mrs. W, (ilbert the Ma\roressc
and a number of the lending members of the Indian
community of Natal..

The Durban Orchestra was present, nnd after pmyers

-~ TaE DEPUTY-MAYOR
Dr. Francois, in opeping the meeting, aaid —
-% Fellow-citizens of the Empire, it gives me
much” pleasure to -be present to-night,
my first duty is to apologlae to you for the
absence of the Mayor who is unfortunately unable to
be present. As you know the time of the Mayor is not
altogether his own and he has many duties to noder-
take and very often cannot do what-he likes, I do
not propose to keep you very long, becanse I know

and-

- you are expecting to hear the lady who has graced

us with her presence here to-night, the lady who
has travelled so many miles to give you the benefit
of her-advice and opinion on your position in the
~ Union, but I am very grateful for this opportnnity
' because it allows me to say a few words which for
many years have been buning within me, because,

i

after all, I cannot live among you without being

perfectly aware of your great ory of equality of
rights, and I think this sentence 15 sométimes nsed
without being fully aware of all that it.implies, It
rieans equality of opportunity to do good, 1 think,
and that is the birthright of every man,—to do as he
- thinks fit and has been taught to do. This is & thing
the State cannot give you because, gfter all, it is the
‘most pricelesa possession of the indjvidual to admit
to his inner circle those whom he desires. That ig
_ aright everyone of yon can exercise,

Then, of course, there is the more burning ques- |

‘tion of political equality. Well, of cowrse, yon may
say you have notrgot it. Granted, but I want you
to realise that in my gospel there - are two words
_and those words are ‘work’ and ‘service', and I

matntain that if one does one’s work very thoroughly |

and gives one's service—and I do not mean only
money service—to the ¢community, and if one em-
bracesall that can possibly be meant by these terms,
then I say that as sorely a3 you sit here to-night,
the quality of justice cannot for ever be denied you.
We mugt also realise the amplitude of the work.
Now you will say, that justice is very tardy.. I ad-
mit it, bat if you do not reap your children will,
and at all events you will have dona this—you will
have anderstood the phllosophy of right action and
will have learnt o do vight for right's sake, and if
. the Individval does that,- uonnor o later he mumt

yeap hig rewards .

Turning to Mrs. Naidu, he said, and now T would
wish you a very bearty welcome to this community,
and the aundience hefore yon is eloguent of the
admiration for you. Doabtless yon will see many
things that do not please von here and that do not
please the whole community, but I can assnre yon
that no matter what you see, yon onght to bear in
mind that we all see things throngh our own glaraes,
and therefore I would ask you to temper yonr work
with a little mercy. I wish yoa to carry from this
town our deep appreciation of your visit here to-
night and in the name of the community I wish you
a very hearly welcome.”-

CoNGRESS PRESINDENT'S ADDRESS

The following address by Mr. Amod Bayat fol-
lowed, read by Mr. Sorabjee Rnstomjee :—

*Ladies and Gentlemen,—We have assembled here
this evening-to welcome in our midst one of the
most distinguished and enlightened daughters of onr
beloved Motherland Shrimati Sarojini Devi. Her

" name has been & honsehold word net only in our

own homeland of Indin but throughout other Eure-
pean and Asiatic continents. Our esteemed sister
-has not, it may be observed, attained to this anique

" distinetion by luck good fortnne or accident -of

~lnrth
“The throne that she occuples to-day in the hearta

" of millions of her people, nye ! in the hearts too of

-numbers not of her people has come to her by hard’
work nobly done in the cause of not ouly her own
Motherland but in the cause of justice, truth and
humanity.- Our sister has arrived among us at an
hour when we in thig far-distant outpost of the
Empire have been launched in the throes of n great
upheaval oceasioned by legislation directed against
us as 4 people and as a race and designed to effect
our degradstion and our ultimate annihiliation.

“To-dny—a red letter day as it surely is in the
history of our life—is strangely a day also for
mingled joy and sorrow: Joy becanse we see in the
person, the name that bes so long heen known to
us by fame; and scrrow hecause gur sister in her
mission here will find so much affecting vs adversely
in the socinl, economie and politieal spheres of our
life that her discoveries must necessarily and' in.
evitably distress her great soul, But this, we know,
that in any state of our life In this inhoapitable
land she ia here to shure our joys ns well s oul{;
BOITOWS,

“Ladies and gentlemen. Mrs. Barojinl Naida fh"t
come among 08 with an open mind and in
nttitude of mind she will approach the matr .
problems which constitute what ia known as the
Indian gquestion in South Afriea, In' har exami-
nation of our cange, } need hardly observe, all parties
concerned will meet with the strictest impartinlity
and justice. Having gone through the hard school of
experience in the great homeland she is now

_eminently fitted to prononnce judgment upon those

matters affecting our publie life in this conuntry.
“Mrs, Ndidu is esgentially a peace maker, but her

way of supporting truth is by vigorous and empha-

tic declamation of all that is untrue and unreal.

" With her, expediency is no substitute for justice;

and justice with her must ever be pure and unsullied,
Hence in the presence of injustice and nnfairness we
know her whole soul to rebel wiich being either
misunderstood or misinterpreted by sgome to whom
truth ie awaya. nnpalatuble. Our gister is at times
held up as the person known as the “agitator”. But
we know better, and our feelings of friendliness and
symputhy go out to the many, who, having no desirve

for the truth, will cu} A reproach on the fountuin

of trnth itself.

~ "Ladies and gentlemen, in extending in your namae
and on your behzlf a hearty welcome to oud
distingolshed sister, I will tall tipon the Beevoluries
t r-vd ouy wmmnnal addvuss 0f welcume to one
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who with that great soul Mshatma Gandhi js an

ambasaador of peace and the strong champanion of-

our cause.
PRESENTATIONS

Mrs. Naida was then presented by the Natal
Indian Congress with an address inseribed on a
handsome silver aalver, enclosed in & morocco case,
which read as follows:—  ~

“To Mra. Sarojini Naide.—Dear Sister : On behalf -

of the Indian community we extend a hearty wel-

come to you to Natal.
We are proud of you.

for your sweet songs of India.” For your public,

pelf-sacrificing services for India and for us. We

appreciate your coming to see for yourself what we .
are aubjected to and have to'contend against in

" Sonth Africa. _
We see in yon the commingling of the ‘culture of

the East with the West, and of your desire and work
far a better understanding in the world. We wish
you puccess in your mission in the world, and for
your health and length of days on this earth.

Please convey to our brothers and sisters in the
motherland onr gratitnde for their interest in and
work for ns overseas, and to them as the Mahatma
and Mrs. Gandhi, Ali Brothers, their bravé mother
Bi-Amma, and Mr. Andrews, our love.—Signed, oh
behalf of the Indian community: Amod Bayat (pre-
sident), A. Christopher and Sorabjee Rustomjee
{lion. secretaries), Natal Indian Congress.”

Other addresses were read and presentations were |

made and the distinguished visitor together with the
Chairman and Mrs. Gilbert, were garlanded. - :
An address from the Indian Women's Association
followed, read by one of the' members, and there
were numercus other presentations before Mrs.
Naidu rose to speak.
MRs. NAIDU'S ADDRESS .
After music from the Durban Orchestra, Mrs,

We are grateful to you

these green hills and flowering Valleya, with the
music of the great Indian Ocean feminding me of
those epic memories of our far-off land. I shonld have
said here is the paradise for which we have been
looking, but withont the serpent. But wheh look-
ing upon the green hills, the blue_<vaters and the
®miling land with its fragrant flowers I also see the
sons of my comrades down-trodden nnd oppressed.
I begin to feel something gnawing at my heart and
I say to myself what ig this in this wonderful para-
dise. What is it that gnaws at oy heart nmight and
day and day ahd night till there is no hépe for me, no *
rest for me, no peace for ine in this Eden by the
Indian Ocean. - And then I remember that I mmyself
am the heart of my people, and therefore my
Garden of Eden as well. I remember: also that [
c2me as a stranger into your midst, but ¥ou took ie

1 at once into the secrets of your heart. When I

knocked npon the door of iny eneiny. the door was

| opened to me and I found behind it the faces of

friends. I have nothing in this [and to complain of,
1o grievance for myself in this beattiful land, but
when I come here and when "I am garlanded ahd
given presents daring m¥ mnission I realise that my
people are indivisible whether born in Imdia and
seeking freedom in thefrr own country, ot whether
they be the children or the grandchildren of the =
indentured labourers whe, coming to this country
and choosing this soil to be their mother-sdil, lived
like helots and outeasts, lived like pariahs and lepers. .
of humanity in youwr midst. Therefore I mmust be -
fnll of sorrow and of shame because I too, being of
my- people, soul of their soul, blood of their blood,
bone of their bone, am a helot and. -slave stand-
ing before: you, thongh gou garland me and heap °
uponx me what kings and queens of the world have
not been able tobuy. ~.  ~ - . - .0 -¢
When I contemplate this wonderful land- swheré
every - tree; eve bird and every blossoifi is @

parable, a symbol dnd a sermon and 4 prophecy as-
the falfilment of the miracle of God,—the recuirring .
beauty of love in the world, I.-wonder how amidat -
so much beduty and splendour, hi the very niidst of

the living magic of such parabled, the heart of maii ~
cai be so hard, 8o bitter, so Full of hate aiid conflict.

Naidu addressed the vast audience. In the coursé
of an address lnsting fifty minutes she said:— -
Dr. Francois, Mrs. Gilbert, my European- friends,
my countrymen,—I am so deeply movad to-night
hy vour kindness and by the manifestations of your
kintdness in the shape of such beauntiful flowers and

presents that I am hardiy able to find worde to ex-
press tny gratitude or to express my deep ‘apprecia-
tion of your cordial weicome to me to-night. More
than onoe lately I have been thinking about what to
me is a very trying, but to others I beliave apparent-
ly a triumpbant tour through Africa. I have been
thinking of all the valuable and beautiful things
that have been showered npon me, the gold and the
gsilver, the ivory, the feathers and the skins -of
monkeys blue, white and brown, and mahy things
of other kinds representing birds, beasts and fishes—
everything has come to me, and ] feel like Alexan-
der Selkirk who eaid, ‘I am monarch of all I sur-
vey.’ I might almost be deluded in this beauntiful
snb-continent of South Africa into bélieving that I
am really that monarch and that I am monarch of
all I survey, and of the hearts of the women and
men of Sonth Africa as well. Ieaid ‘women’ first.
{Laughter.) And if to-night I were to make that
the standard whereby to judge the response made to
my appeal, the answer made to my query, I shounld
sy I have encceeded in my mission, but alas, T have
lived too lTong in this world already. I am not
going to tell you how old I was a few weeks ago,
because vou will find it in who's who, but I have
dealt with too many types of men and women (I
put ‘men’ first in this instance) (langhter) to be so
easily deluded into the belief that all I desire has
been falfilled. Had I come on & missicn to South

Africa, had I come only like those happy morials to

whom life is a prolonged series of ‘doice far niente’
I #hould bave peused and mid to myself that here
ut learh 1 huvn found thut Gurden of Eden for whioly
ta whals world Jss been Jookingsshiere among

What is it that you hre quaielling about? What ig
{t that makes this conflict in 8- covntry Wwhere thers
should be peacef - Why is the hand of the whits
man up against the colonred races in this country?
What bave iny people done to you, my people who -
did nof come as rivals and competitors, but who
were bronght here poor and unedncated ag they
were, and brought with promises, with pledges ahd -
with hopes held out to them to come and serve the

white man in this country, to ent his sogar dane -

and to serve him, and after a little period he shounld
be free either-to go back to his owh country or, after
& certain period, (mark my words) to five as a fres
man in this land with 4 gift of Jand and: freedom. °
to live like the - citizens in this comntry. ~And in-
those days when shiploads of the indentured lab-
ourers came to this country who' coald not read nor
write, but could only make thumb-impressions ot
the documents that made them slaves to the white
community they came, a8 T gaid, nnedneated, bt not'
uncultured. They did not know the comparative
theology of the world, they-did iiot know history. '
They did not know the rudiments of such statesman-

-ship as obtained in this Union, but the¥ came child-

ren of that Indian soil where every part is -impreg-’
nated with the call and inspiration of the old Indian
lyrics and ballads and philosophies, and thongh they -
only came to work, and thongh they stayed and ‘made:
their children servants to $out fieed aid cotivenisnce,
none the less they weie the Indidn people with the

- editdre of India in theif Fety Hivod, and they étovd

for layalty, vharacter und Bithifolne® o the bord-

they mude, uid with $haty neithir friend nor tha

might h:hwtw_m That W the cultive that makes
- : R
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clinnicter aml _'that is what has been passed on
from the great epics of my country.. And becanse
of this India to-day, after centuries of*class subjec-

tion has sent a new message ta 8 waiting world, and '

T am the messenger for that message. You all

‘know, whatever may be your ancestry, that the

civilisation snch a8 we knew it, such as we accepted
it and died to preserve through our children on the
battlefields of France and Flanders, the old civili-
gation is now a thing of rnin and hope has departed
from the world, faith has departed from the world:
The young men of India who were in theé trenches
becanse they believed in the idea of brotherhood

~ and peace and justice, have come back saying ‘where

. to-day mourning for those who will never come
back. And you in Africa were not free from that, -

is God, where shall we find that dream for which
we were willing to die, for which thousands upon
thonsands of our comrades have died on these
battlefields. They are saying ‘we have fought be-
cause we believed that when the war was over a

pew world would be made ready for the younger -
generation. We have come back wounded not only

in our limbs but in our sculs only to find the
Empire still as it was,. where colour is still the test

of humanity and where might is still the standard

of right.” They say ‘such is the world for which we
fought. What is this Imperial greed that statesmen
practice that still leads to hatreds and conflicts?
Shall we live in this world which after all the trial
and sacrifice we have endured for well nigh seven
years, we find still fall of the old hypocrisy, the
old juggling, and wheve there are still the old
border quarrels,” That is not the world for which
the young men and women of Enrope and India
gent their beloved to shed their blood, and who are

yon could not escape the throes and anguish of that
conflict. You, too, gave your sacrifice, yonr young
men who died. R " -

But you in Africa, what are you doing to create

"’ the new heaven and a new earth” which is the heri-

tage of the young who have come back alive in the
body, but wounded in their souls—a world divided
into what & very distinguished friend of mine in
Johannesburg called “a world of expedieney.’ States-
men gay °yes, we recognise the justice of your case,
but what will yon have. Expediency must come

- before justice’ Are you in this country building

up a heritage for your children on that wicked word
‘ expediency,’ or are you going to build up an
undying Jegacy for your children on the immortal
jdea of an honest policy with justice for all alike ?
My friend in the chair has very pertinently asked
*what is equality’ ? Equality is only another word
for justice. And ‘then following up the train of
philosophic thought bhe said equality was only
opportunity to do good, opﬁo:}gpity forall to do good
alilze. - Has he lived so long in'the world and not
realised that even to do good, even to offer a cup
of water to a dying person, Your hands inust be
free (applaunse) to lift np that cup and offer it to the
dying man. You cannot talk of deing good and
doing right while you bind with shackles the man to
whom you say it. Yon cannot tell a man, of his
own degradation and disabilities and yet say ‘why
don’t you fulfill your destiny t humanity like. we
do! Oh!had I the tongue of men and angels I

“wonld say to you, ‘brothers, sisters, white men and

women, do not impose npon any section of your
fellow-men that disadventage, that insult, that
tyranny, which you ought to recognise as such,
becaunse you-are full of the passion of self-preserv-
ation that you do not stop to analyse the purpose
and the implications of your action (applanse).

Let ne pause and consider for a moment the ques-
tion of Natal. I know, and no one knows better,
how thorny a problem. it is. " Africa is like a great

" red rose set about with thorns, and beset with the

problem of privileges and ik conflicts of commn-

- Parliament, but yon canoot ask

nities. There is this beaufiful rose that you have
woven with thorn. Let us pull out thorn by thorn
and see if we cannot free it to cast its fragrance and
beattty upon the world. Tt ia not the ignorant
people of Natal, but men and women for whom I
have the greatest csteem nnmd the affection and
who are of just and upright chameter, following
their own creeds fuithfully, who have said: “Yes.
yon. are right, justice in the abstract is the ideal
thing, but we live in the waorld, and bow wounld yon
advise us statesmen to act when the hovrden of ull
these problems is upon us. How shall we satisfac-
torily solve these wroblems and vet solve them in
accordance with the wishes and the symptoms and
threats of the predominant feeling in the conntry
as emboldied Ly the . white community.” This in -
one sentence is the only arpument that the most
brilliant men in South Afvica have been able to
advance to me. They say, “"von are right, bhut
we have created this prollem and must go on with
it. 'When, I said, they came to Delagon Buy and to
yvon in your hour of need after your representations
to the Indian Government that yon would he a
bankrupt people in South Afrvien unless Indin enme
to your assistance .and sent Jabour to get you out of

" yvour difficulty, they came poor and meelk and cheap.

Their highest virtne in the eyes of thehr employers
was not their simplicity or loyalty, bat their cheap-
ness, and so, being cheap, it wan thought very
desirable that these wretched miserable people who
could live on the smell of an oil-rayg, should be
induced to stay in this country,and so they were
told they should have land if they staved over a
certain period:” I helieve some tattered pusses are
still in existence and I am going to see if 1 can geenye
them and have them photomaphed, What did their
employers say ? They said,.* you shall go where you
like, and when vou have the necessary qualificalions
for a vote you sghall become pmrt of the enfrun-
chised community of South Afiica.’ I want you to
remember that these coolies, as yon call them, not
nowing. what “coolie” neans (ipplause), these
coolie natipns, you know—and by the way may I
digress a little to define what a coolie is? 1t will
gurprise many no doubt, I know, that itima coolie
Govaernment that to-day is ruling the Kmpire. (Heur,
hear and applanse). My friends Mr. Clynes, Nr
Ramsuny MuacDonald, Mr. Thomas, Colonel Wed-
gwood and all the other members of the British
Government are all (coolies), and you wve taking
your orders, General Smuts and the rest of the
Government.of South Afviea~—from u ‘cootie’ called
Thomas who is'your Coloninl Secretary. (Applanse
and cheers}). And so I am not ashamned if my peoplo
are iniscalled Ly a name thut applics liberally o
the rulers of England to-duy.

Well, these “coolicy’, after a perind of slavery, were
freemen., Like the man in Uncle Toms' Cabin they
were set free, and how did they use their freedom ?
They voted for the while mun to pet him into
vivers to  flow
backwards and the population grew quickly like u
passion flower and then the white population said
look at the quick growth of this brown population
from Indin. They said ‘this is a menaee, and there-
fore although <we were very glad of the votes they
gave.ns when we wante'g them, they will snrely
gwamp us.’ And 8o the gentleman called] Jisenmbe,
I thinlk it was, said ‘Qh, this danger musi be stopped,
lat us take away thixvote,. One stroke of the pen
and the fow Parliamentary votes of these wrelched
‘coolies” will no-longer be u political menace” o
us.’ :

. And so stage by stage these people, who were the
fres citizens of South Africa, bad privilege after
privilege, right after right, slowly whittled away,
and it came to this. They said ‘this brown coolie
who lives so cheaply, he is a menace to us and to
pur tracle.  'We eannot do withont tebles end ehairg
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and sponng, but this man uses his ﬁpgers. He does
not wimt plates at every meal: he lives on  banana
peel and thercfore he I8 a menice t.o us. Tbeﬁ_e
people do not wear shoes and stockings in their
Twanes and they have no chaiis and furniture; they
are i mennce to us,’ Of course we have not got your
standind of civilisation, but as I was saying elsewhere
to-day, you eannot jodye us by your civih'sntim].
por we von by yomwrs.  For instance in the wilds
of Africa I found a tribe wearing 8 girdle of green
leaves only, fresh from the trees, and when I go to
Paris I find little more than a wirdle of leaves round
the waists of the Parisian Dbeautics, Each country .
has jts own tasie, and the extremes of civilisation and
savagory meet in the African forest, bot it is not for
the Indian, indeed, to judge either. I can only
jndge my people hy my stundard, vour people by your
standard, and you have come into this conntry—to
a conntry that is not vours—to u heritage not yours
by right or bloodtradition or by the fair division of
ethnological division. It is neither yours nor my
people’s. You comne froan those little islapds that
are so small that they could eradle you but could
not give von room to expand. It was the England
of Shukespeare for which your young men died on
the field of Flanders, but you, who are the des-
cendants of those traditions, enstodians of the ideals
and standards of equality instilled through the ages,
what wre you doing in South Africn to betrny the
trust that is in vour very blood? Shall you say;
standing on the very soil of Eogland that the British
shall never be slaver, and raying it for yourselves,
ahall yvou give to my people only the legacy -of the
helots' deom for their children?’ Is that the British
tradition, is that the justice of the British people for
which the youth of England died? I know, as you
#ay, there is w menace to you. There is always a |
memice Lo vou in India. Is thut any reason why
yvou are going to turn the Indians ont of their own
couniry? Are von geing to dare to tarn the black
man out of his Leritage, and the eoloured man
whom you have crealed? . Are you going 1o
deprive this coloured population-of their heritage in
this land? No, yon cannot, and yet their colour is
amenace b you. They are in their millions, you
in your million and a balf, Why do not you speak
of the black menace and of the coloured menace?
Why only of the menace of the 150,000 or 160,000
ut the outside 200,000 innocent people, colbnists like
yon and without a home outside Africa? - The rich
merchants come and go.. They have hotnes and
lands in India, but what home Lave thege children -
of the indentured labowrers who have built np vour
Garden Colony for yon, who bave lived here away
from kith and kin, excepting here, Their. only
hope is here, their only breathing space lies here
and not across the seas. How ¢an you bring in
legislation to hedge them around with hypoeritical
camouflage which deceives nobedy in this world?
But your Statesmen sy, ‘we are put inte Parliament
by the votes of people who have a prejudice against
colour therefore we mmst save ourselves by doing
wrong” Are yon freedom-loving people, des-
cendunts of Englislupan, descendants of the Scots
who with Walluce bled, descendunts of thase
Welslunen who are true to their mountain freedom,
and descendants of those Irishmen. whose very
bloud is freedom, are yon going to put these people
down in the annals of history as murderers and
sticides, murderers hecause you would slay the self- -

respect and the soul of my people, and suicides

because you wonld wreek the Empire by the loss of

Indin? Why not, without passion or bitterness, eali
a roond table conference of Indian leaders in Natal,

Colonial learters and the great leaders of India whose

word is law to these people, and pat your statements

andl ours as fair-minded men, whether white or
bk or vellow does not matter, mién who have no

stake in the country, no trade policy, nothing but a
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passion for justice and hamanity, put them kindly
and with consideration, sitting together in round-
table conference to discuss these problems in - a
friendly way, and say to my people, we fear you -
because yon live cheaply, we fear you—from what-
ever reasons—and tell themm they have failed here
and therefore you have not done this or that—and

. let them say to you on the other hand this ‘where are

the promises that bronght onur people to this land?’

| We fought and went to prison and struggled and

followed our great leader Mahatma Gandhi. {cheers}.
Not only have we endured ring and .insult and
every disgrace yon would not give a dog, but
General Smuts has betrayed that settlement which he
arrived at when Mr. Gandhi came to South Africa’.

How mniy of you have taken the trouble to read

what the settlement was, and the correspondence.
before and after?.. You must, if you are true, study

- human documents and not meérely official “records.

Take the correspondence before and -after and see
where General Smuts said ‘it is always the desire P
the Government of South Africa to treat the Indians
fairly and with justice, and any vested right shall -
not be challenged or threatened’. - And yet in less,
than ten years that settlement was taken away by
the pressure of his constitnency. Then- began a
prolonged whittling away of the ' liberties and
privileges of the Indian people and the curtailment:
of the settlement by legislation. after legislution in

" Natal ander the pressure of Natal voters against the.:
_Indian community, and now the Indiansare threat-

ened with the Class Areas Bill. _I  wonder how

. many voters know what the Clas§ Areas. Bill really .

means. . Ok, says the statesman, “we deal fairly and:
justly towards all." But then: the Jewish rCommu- -
nity runs to him and ‘says, “‘are we going to be-
included in this Bill* ? ‘Oh, no, vou are not: Asiatics,
Palestine is not in Asia, says-_the _ statesman:

. (langhter).  Then Yhe Syrian runs and says my skin -

is as white as yours, am I to be included,” and the
reply is.that the Syrian is not & Skandinavian. The
native is told that he is protected; and the: coloured
people also are protected, and who is left to go into
segregation? My people, who broke away from

~ hogne and tradition, kith and- kin for your sakes:.

Are they to be the only people to pay the penalty be-

- canse forsooth 'you come into this tropical climate ands
" have Jost some of the moral fibre and firmness and the’

spirit of fair play,— ‘that ability to play ericket.
which is the characteristic of the English race. ~_ .
Therefore, friends, my cne appezl to yor us white,
men, as brown men, as men of any colour in the com-
munity is to see that you build up the traditions of
South Africa on those immutable ideals of justice,
liberty, and equality, which from the.only abiding.

- place for .any republic, any human colony or

community. I have comeé from India to'say to you'
that India will not stand for any injustice to her
children any longer. (Hear, hear and applause).” She
says to my people you are the children of the soul,”
be true to Africa.  You are citizens of South Africa,
use yowr rights. like men, making a splendid “con-"
tribution to the cultnre and the character-building
and the glory of that country that has given you-
bread, but, says India, if one hair of your head is
touched I, yowr mother will remember that citizens
of Sonth Africa though you.be, you. are still ‘my
children, and I will come to your rescue (applause):
My dear friends, as I always say, remember-that you
have a ‘dual daty in this world, You have a duel
duty in this land of Africa. You represent to my

" people, to the coloured ‘people and to' the black

people the traditions of British liberty, of British
Jjustice which have made the glory of Britain, but
yon represent even more another also—the Chris-
tian tradition. Some one some years ago, T think it
was Stead wrote a booksentitled “ If Christ came .to
Chicago,” but what wotld He say if he’ came to
Natal and to Durlan,- to the qountry which the
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Portuguese sailors discovered on His natal ~day,
Christmas day? Would He suy yon wece carrying
out His will by crucifying Him, not once.but cross
after cross, a million times? This is yonr responsi-
bility and I appeal to you not as one who has come
with a message of conflict, but with an appeal for
peace, the gospel of peace from my country, whose
message is peace to the world. Christ’s message was
peace and good will to the world and I appeal to
you not to let the low of expediency—the law of
gelf-preservation—blind you to your duty as dis-
interested exponents @ the law of Christ who died
on- the Cross tosave your sins, If those thieves
who were with him could enter inte his paradise
men who stole and murdered—are not my people,
who are neither thieves nor murderers, but meek
and loyal and lowly men of a country that gave

civilisation to the world—are not they good enouglh -

to enter into the paradise of South Africa with the
whiter races of South Africa whom they have served
for so many years in the past, building ap a great
heMitage from which the forsaken children of Europe
will seek a sign, and which will transmute a world

* of despair into a -world of hope and brother-hoadl.
(Loud and prolenged applause.)

Mr. V. Lawrence moved a hearty vot.é of thanks -

to Dr. Francais for presiding and the meeting con-
cluded-with the National Anthem.

MARITZBURG ‘RECEPTION.

The Maritzburg station presented an animated scene
on Frigay the -7th .iustant when Mrs.~Sarojini Naidu
was accorded a welcome-to the City by the Indian com-
munity' Y T [ r ! ' N B b

_.Mrs. Naidu, was met by the officials of the Maritz
burg Branch of the Natil Indian Congress and pre-
sented with a bouquet.. A garland of flowers was placed
round her neck by three little Indian girls, The crowd
was kept in order-by sixty volunteers uader the com-
mand of Messts, T. Naidu and.Coopoo Murrie. i

.'The honoured guest was escorted byjcar to the new

villa which was placed at her disposal by Mr.-A. "

V. Moodley and: named ' Sarojini Lodze.” Py

. The day was spent in touring the City, Mrs. Naidu
visitiog the Botavic. Gardens; Scottsville, etc.

w0 ns e o Powl Hatl FuNcTion

“'In the evening 'a meeting was held in the Towa Hall

, to welcome Mrs. Naidy, the following report ot which

appears io ‘the Zimes of Natal :— .~

. Not for some considerable time has the Town Hall
-been so filled- as it was on Friday night 7'h inst, on
the occasion of the address by, Mrs, Sarojini Naibu.
“"The body of the hall was..packed with Indians as
also was one side of the balcosy, the remainder of the

building being filled with Europeans, while both Euro- | g

peans and Indians were grouped in ev.ry possible
corner, oo . _

_True to Indian custom, the Indian women, with their
colouzed robes, sat by themselves.

" Mr, Normad occupied the chair and
visitor. R .-

#  The Chairman and Mrs, Naidu were garlanded by
three little Indiaun girls and Mrs. Norman was presented
with a bouquet.- ' : .

. Mr. Charlie Nulliah, speakiog in Tamil, read an
address of welcome, the hearing of which was drowned
in the irosical applause from the part of the house
occupied by the Europeans. . This applause was main-
tained, drowping the opening speech given by Mr,
Norman., . o .

Mr. H.'H. Igon, who sat beside the Chairman,

introduced the

spoke shortly.” He was glad to assaciate himself with
the welcome gi en’ to their cultuzed and scholarly
visitor, Mrs. Ni’ain.wg{.‘the‘represen_r.gtive of 2 very
big nation, and lgﬁwas up to them to"give her a fair

hearing, whethert iey agreed with what ghe had to say
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or not. He considered that the Mayor of Maritzburg
should have occupied the chair ard presided over so
epres entative an assembly of Maritzburg’s citizens.

Mrs. Naidu, on rising to speak was greeted by the
Indians with prolonged cheering. Her clear voice was
audible in every part of the hail. During her address
she at times gave way to emotion_and tears streamed
down her cheeks,

After a brief reference to the interruptions, she said:
"1 am so glad and proud that you are here to-night,
and I will be prouder still when those of you who have
come to obstruct me come after the meeting to shake
hands with me.”

SiMILAR COUNTRIES

Of late she had been reading history, and it had been
borne upon her more and more clearly the significance
underlying international history, said Mrs, Naidu. It
showad that ali humanity was interdependent irrespec.
tive of race, creed or colour. They were all creatures
of the one God. This country was very like all the
other countries she had visited, and shé had been in
most countries. She had veen what had beeu denied
a great many people who bore proud Dutch names—
the tulips growing beside the canals of Holland. She
had studied the history ol Holland's patriots who had,
long ago, freed her from tne tyranny of Spain,

To-night she was going to speak “lor" her people
When she spoke “to” her people she was privileged to
tell themi their shortcoming, the speaker claimed, When
the Colony was first started it was tound by the settlers
that they could not use the limbs of the black man to
advantage and so the Government of Natal had asked
the Government of India to send labour—cheap, honest
and goed labour— to help build up this beautitul colooy.
“After five years of labour,” they had said, “you sball
become free citizens of South Africa.” .

“This was the promise under which thousands upo
thousands of Indian men and women were brought to
Natal. VYour progeny, since theo, bas grown; their
progeny hasgrown. They are now part of you, ¢@hey
even speak what English they know With a cofonial
The economic situation has grown more severa
gince those days. Nowyou call them ‘coplies,’ but let
me remiond you that a ‘coolie’ government to-day rules
Englaod. Yes, I know them all, Clynes,-Thomas, 1
know themall, Theyhave sat at my table and 1 have
sat at theirs.” : .

Here the speaker made reference to an utterance ol
Mr. Gandhi, which was grested with lond cheering {rom
the Indians. -

“The people of Natal now feared the Indian menacs,’
continoued Mrs. Naidu. “The natives they could keep

. down; the colourcd people contained their own b'ood'

and were not to be interfered with, but these Asiatica-«
why did they call them Asiatic§?, Why not cali them by
their propet names? ' They weras Iodians, [ they were
oing to call thom Asiatics they must include in the
category all the Jews. They were aiso Asiatics—they

must go.” : . “

Common HumaniTy

“The great and clever General Smuts had promised
tha people of Maritzburg the Class Areas Bill, He had
gone to the [mperial Conlerence, this great man, show-
ing the iron hand; and tried to persuade the other Do-.
minion Premiers to. a like course of action, But the
other Premiers, though 'possessing far less statesman-
like qualitics, had refused to comply. They showed
more common humanity. The Mayor ol Johannesburg
bhad written to Smute congratulating bim upon his ‘great
work, but he, remembering in time, made no answer.”

She would be in Capetown o Wednesday and sit in
Parliament—on the floor orin the gallery—as the em-
bodied protest of the Indian vation, said the speaker,
and when the Bill had passed the third reading she
would light a conflagration throughout the country—
throughout the world. .o .
With the League of Nations in boing, was there no

 justice in the world? I shall say to them, ‘Choose, be-
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tween South Africa and India.’ I shall say it in every
language known to Europe. I am knowa in Europe, and
when I speak they will listen to me. 1 shall say ‘they
have exploited my people, they have said that the chil-
dren of the Iadian mother have no legal status’; T will
say: ‘Do you know Lhat great country, South Afnca,
where Indians are forbidden to enter (rams, to go icto
the froot of a post office

They must not thiok that she did not appreciate the
Earopeans’ problem. She understood the struggles of
the early settlers, the menace to their very life. I
understand that the sons of Englishmen, of Scotchmen,
of Irishmep, cannot-live on the ‘smell of an oilrag’
They cannot live even oo the smell of roast beel—they
must eat it,” the speaker went on, Are the Indians to
be penalised because the Europeans measured standards
of civilisation, measured cuiture by the things which -
made them dependent on 1hings ltke asparagus forks,
and knives and spoons ?

. The Indians ars oppressed and oppressed, and toid
they wust go round 1o the back door. When they wish
to carry their dead, they must first obtaia the necessary
permission fron the Immigration Officer. "'Does the
whole hypocritical pbraseclogy of South Africa not
mean: ‘Getthe Indians out !’ But we in Iudia know
what to do. Ifyou will have a white South Africa, then,
we will have brown India, India to-day is an angry
India. Shecould have had ber freedom in those d.ys
when Eoglish widows were weeping for the warriors,
But no, we sznt our’soldierA to die with yours. Their
blood mingles in the g-ave, Now India has somclhmg
to say, and { bave come to South Alrica to say it. The
great little [ndian, Gaodhi, has said: *In the Ewpire, if
posstble, or outside the Empire it necessary,’

“When you speak of the menace of poor ladiaans,”
proceeded Mrs. Naidu, “altogether some 160,000
strong, do you mean that your great, big Emprre is
afraid ol so smail a hody whom you have cruelly disen-
franchised? Where is your flaunted justice? Iwantno
concessions for my people. I waut no giits or geverosity.
Wa are not & nation of shopkeepers, but the kingly.
gzsture of honesty is possessed by the poorest ‘caolie.’
We want a share in the simple justice yon mete out to
Bolshevik Russia or Whnits South Africa.”

"The Indians had to take up an equal burden they
had equal respousibilties, the speaker contended and
amplified this by saying : “I do not understa.ud any
evolution which is not built on ]ustlce. How long
would a freedom or liberty last which is based on
expediency or oo the broken heart of a nation? Is lif=
to be measured by an economic standard which brings
you comlort? Surely there isa little Christianity letc
_in a Colony named alter the birthday of Qae who died
ou the Cross that humanily mightlive. Surely in kesp-
ing your own rights intact, you are strong enough and
true enough to do simple justice to one section of your
!‘ellow-cmzens, teliow-men, who are still loyally c.-
‘operating with you despite rebuffs, and continually
holding out the hand of frieadship which was s8 co -
sultel,nly 1gnored No ngpn can hve entirely for him-
selt’

The speaker hcrc quoted the Bible, showing the
actual sin which Calncommltted in sla.ymg his broth-r
Ab‘i

4

FIGHT Fon Youn Rxm-rrs’

] cams out to South Africa”, :he continued, .
“not to create bitterness, but to make ao appeal to
the Europeaus, the last appeal—the ultlmate appeal,
1 come 1o say ‘Remembet the graves in France'
We mll not know uotil the last daythatthe noknoxn
warrior who was borne t6 Westmins'er Abbey with
such splendid pageantry was not an .ladian soldier,
Andwben we stand before the last Bar, you will nut
ba abla o Jame the ojd ‘statesmen for the kodian
pm leng, Do you 'thigk: that the givilised world has
e fo fof the whité manand amthér iqg;he black
mans. The pigment ol a skia. wulr nevers mak gu‘:
geographical boundaries or measyrs ‘Trontiers,”

- ~

Jtingnished visitor, -

a

Mrs, Naidu coucluded ber, address with a wonL to,
her compatriots,

“Once you wera Indmns Now you are citizend of
South. Alrica, Do oot turs your eyes to India,
You, who are nearer to black man who look to you
more trustingiy, you mustlight—light for your nghts
as Mr. Gandhi taught you to- fight—not with the
bayouet, not w.th- bloodshed, but with the more
courageous thing called sicrifice, - Fight with clean
hands without bitteroess, -No one respected a coward,
Face it bravelyand out of your sufferings will a