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HE annual general meeting ol the Natal Indian:

T Congress was beld last Suaday afternoon at
Durban in Ruwat's B.o Hall, R:presentatives

{rom the various districts were piesept and the Maritz-
burg braach of the Congress was alsv fully represented.
Apart frum the members of the Congréss there was
present a large oumber of spectators wl_:o were, per-
mitted to occupy the gallery scats only in order that
there may be no hindraoce in the election work. The
president (Mr. Ismail Gora) in his opening remarks
explained the object of the mecting after which minutss
ol the last meeting were read out by the Secretary and
- unanimously adopted by the meeting A repost of the
activities of the Congress during the past year was
then read and audited accounts of the past year as
well as a supplementary audited account uptil the 21st
ot March were presented and uoanimously
The president in reviewing the report of the Committee
drew the attention of the meeting to the increasing
seriouspess of the position of Indians in this country
and to the consequent necessity of the work being
dooe more vigorously and the display of more public
spirit on the part of our couatry-men.

A vote of thanks to the officials {or the services they
had ably rendered during the past year, as well as to
the Maritzburg Branch of the Congress for the
magnificent way in which that branch bad errricd out
its duties was carried with acclamation by the meeting.

The lollowing officials were then unanimously
elected for the ensuing year:—Mr Amod B:yai,
President ; Messrs. R. B. Chetty, E. M. Paruk, Pandit
Bhawani Dayal, A. A. Gaodhi, Charlie Nzlliah, Shaik
Ameer, Vice-Presidents ; Messrs. Albert Christopher
and Sorabjee Rustomjee, Joiot Hon. Secretaries;
Messrs. O. H. A. Jhaven and V. S. C. Pather, Joint
Treasurers ; Mr. Sapurjee Rapderia, Auditor; aod
Messrs. 5. R. Pather, E. G. Bassa, Saged Fakrooden,
5. Emmamally, Parshotam Devshi, A. I. Kaj=e, M. C.

” Bsssa, lsmzil Gora, L Gabriel. V. .Lawrence, R. K.
Kapitan, B. A. Meghraj, R. K. Naidoo, B. M Patel
M, B. Mahanj, A. A. Mirza, M. A, Motala,
M. B. Naik, P. R, Pather, M, Thungaveln, Luchman
Pundy, Shaikh Amod, B. L. E. Sigamouney, Satyadev,

" Committee,

9t There was considerable amount of enthusiasm
Shown by our brethren during the election of
committee members and we can but only remark
Wat if only half of that would be showa in the work
that lies before us, we feel sure that we would be able

to make progress not at 2 snale’s pace but !
and bouunds, a b7 leaps

In place of Mr. Ismail Gora we have now Mr,
Amod Bayat as the presideot of the Natat Indian
Congress. Mr. Ismail Gora who had during his presi-
dentship shown tactfuloess in conducting the meetings
of the Congress had, we understand, tendered hjs
;e_sxgu:_hon at lhqlel:r}:;i of the year. We have no doubt, |

is resignation wi enerall tted especially {
the ability he had showgn duriné mﬁice. d y *

¢

e e ——
Ox the other hand, in electing Mr. Amod Bajat

B M

-under the Harbour Regulations with

a8 their. president our- bretbren have made the best
choice they -could possibly bave’ done: . Mr. Bayat ie
one of the oldest' and-mos® respected residents of Natal
whose name is bardly unkoown to any. Indian in South
Africa. Though blessed with présperity Mr. Bayat it .
one amongst those who have not been' infected with
arrogance a disease. which it always carries with it. He
is simple and possesses a lofty heart: He koows no

- distinction - bettveen ‘rich or poor, or oue nationality

or the other. He looks to all alike. His love for the
poor is very great and does all he can for them.
Though himself a8 Mzbhomedan he hz> always proved
himself an Indian first. He has the welfare of bis
commueity at heart and is ever teady to assist im
commuonal matters, His leadership in Maritsburg is
well-kaown to all, and Durban Indians are fortunate to
have him now awongst them. In giving Mr. Biyat
the presidentship our fellow-countrymen have honoured
one who is wotthy of that honour.

With the exception of the new president and a few
new members the new election of the Conogress stands
¢xactly the same as the old one. The community bas
done wise in re-electing the old secretaries of the
Congress, namely, Messrs. Albert Christopher and
Sorabjee Rustomjee. That they are worthy of the
position bestowed upon them they have amply proved
by the way in which they have energetically carried
out their responsilities: in the .part. We congratulate
the members of the Committee, maoy of whom have
rendered very useful services in the past, on their re-
electio?, 2nd we also congratulate the new members
and hope that they will prove worthy -of the trust placed
on them by the commubity.

e et —

Remarks were made at last Sunday’s meeting about
Mi. Parsee Rustomjee not taking part in the Congrass.
In justic to Mr. Rustomjee w. feel it our daty to make
an explanation ip order to prevent our brethren from
being misguided. Those who remark about Mr.
Rustomjee not taking part in communal affzirs are not
only untrue but they do a crusl wrong to the revered
gentleman. Mr, Rustomjee’s past services are so well-
known that we hardly need mention them here, and
since his recent severe illoess Mr. Rustomjee has mever °
been able to regain the health he enjoyed some years
ago. Owing to this reason it is tree that he does aot
take part in public meetings and other active work. But,
io all matters affecting the community he is never
backwards in giving bis full sympathy aud support and -
his purse has always been open when expenses hawve
bzeo incurred in communal affairs in the “right
direction. Apart from this, it should not be forgotten
that in the absence of Mr. Rustomjee his place is ably
filled by his worthy son Mr. Sorabjee. :

The case agtinst Messre. Limai) Gors, Sorabjee Restomies and
Manilal Gandhi who were charged on the 3othb];'e last Nolvtmbet
alleged obstruction of the
ftec use of the wharf was heard last Tuesday before Mr. F. J
Clerk in the First Criminal Court, Mr, H. J. Stmart appeared
for Mr. Ismzil Gora while Messrs, Sombjee Rumtomjee and
ManilatGandhi conducted their own casa, Serpt. P,
Vuuren, a canstable, Mr, Morzis of the Customs Dept, and the
wooring attendent were exaimined, after which the Prosscution
closed their ease, From the evidences it wss not proved that the
: ‘ T . , -
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. oupteely “halll in Ay
asd My, Shaart asked ‘for ‘the diecharge of ‘his clist ~Grithetit
mﬁ&:mlhel with the case. Mesars. 1Sorabjee-and Qandhi

smfuyed the plea made by Mr. Stuzrt. The Maginmte, howerer,

-adesd 10 grant it and the case was adjoumed till the gth of May.

W w2 & large trowd of Intliscx present at the Cowt .awsiting

~pilihchan dote rest 30 leasn: the-rustut of the case,

® it ettt

T N
amecxevaral fmportanhnattess to be dealt with in our next issve,
b= —— I
NATAL INDIAN -GCONGRESS

ANNUAL REPORT ‘

ik the snnual genersl meeting of the (¥ atal Indian |
Shanres heldut Rawit's ¢all, Dwrban, “last:Suaday,

Angett of ke activities vof .the  Congress committes
Smng the .past year »was read -by she .Secretary in
wiith #-was stated o— .

T tommitteerregreited thut the attendance ot some
>tDe-wembers hed been very poar.  And asitowas.the -

ik wearcof thre revival ol.t they extended
. 4%E% 'CO\Ttesy to these members -but it bad made no
Sdiiewnte W theinattondaace. 0

fwing-to the departure of:Memrs, A.:1. Wniee, ¥, D, -

Hniaand £ (1. Joshidorlndix their places wers filled

“ngtiestrs. Amod Bayat,:M. M. Gandhi mad 8." M. ‘Batsl, -

. Drasrraer TComMrrreses
The Whole
aser#aip the ‘desire ‘of cur people in the saversl Magis-

“maies a8 to theformation of ‘Congress District Com- '

oees, ‘but-no interest was shown by them. The Com-
wgten felt that the tormation of District Commitiees
wmapt in apecial areas was unnecessary, The Maritz-’

g Wigtrict Committee had been very sttive and had -

e 2ndering useful service and was to be'congratulat-
& ov the interest it *had shown in public-questions.
T 'Committee, however, thought that it was desirable
sbee dhe Congress should dt 2 special meeting cilled
7m» the ‘purpose ‘consider the question dl the faancial
msion-between itself and the District' Committees and

i the"scope of their duties and for the revision of its

i

HONORARY SECRETARIES

Shthin the first quarter of the period,Mr. M. M.
Bndhiresigned office as one of the secretaries and in :

i ylace Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee was appointed on .

iw 5d. of December last,
TownsHIPS FRANCHISE ORDINANCE
‘®otedt was lodged and a petition-also againgt this
/Bedinasce ‘'opposing the digenfranchisement of lodians
o Townships. .
RURAL LICENSING ORDINANCE

‘%= Committee also protested agaiost the proposed '

,iBzsoing ordinance. Both the foregoipg ordinances were .
mned by the Provincial Council, but the Governor
' Dewaml vetoed them, Much of the credit for the work -
Sz oo 'behalf of the community in opposing these
uMtmanees was due to the Maritzburg District Com-

aoee which at the sear of the Provincial Government :

wmopezy.active. And the Committee believed, the Hon.

#fy. Srinavasa Sastri who was then.on behalf of the |
Bremment of India attending the Imperial Conferance

i Boadon to whom they appealed, was also of service

. @2his matter. :
‘ Tue Hon, MR. Sastri J

B invitation was extended to the Hon, Mr. ‘Sastri to

i South Africa an his way to the Emperial Conference
@ Doundon ;but .he. was ,not able to come.

+aiee thereforoicabled him.at honden with a statement
5t v ipr grievances, 'and to <Mz, JH., S, ‘L.-Polekithe

Benttary .of Indian, Overséns'Associdtion. “An- hwvita- *g

sun azs again Jater,cabled to.'lhe Hon, Mr. 'Sastri, -
Rty had heawd nething definitely-from him. ¢
.| SMPERIAL INDIAN CI1i2ENIRI ASYOMATION
[iMeBommittee'bad 9psoed apcommunicition mith ;
‘Hiixn Association at Bombay, and they thought that it
'was-in: the community's interest to develope the:e com-
mmnjcations go that the people and the Government of

Whstomried e e e of u:'e-m/

cirecmstances we have been obliged - bold -

1Y

8! Natal - was circilarised o order to

The,Com- "

h
[}

-

Inlliagnrybe eyt inlormed Ohve omediti
“miﬂ gmﬁ et inlermed omnditic
) mmitee had also boen ; L T
with representative workers in the lm;?anc:lule in It::;
who:had At #ome time or ather shown sympathy with

- VoroNraky Reparrarmon

With.the .object of decreasing the Indian nopulati.
“in At country the Unioo Gofemment were iesduci
.Jmm 1ndie, in other words, the provisio
of the Asiatic Relief Act were being to-day misapplie
Those who had gone to India under the voluota.
‘tepatriation acheme were, Lhe Conimittee knew frc
intormation received, practicaily ‘destitate in th
tauntry. The Committee were propariag for propagans
work among people who were likely ‘to icave 1)
Couttry in ignorance of the ‘consequences of goi:
under the so called Reliet Act, and some literature ¢
their jpformation had been printed through
generosity of Mr, Scrabjee Rustorjes. ‘Ao importa
question arising in copnection with the ‘Repatriatic
Scheme was the signing away of the rights o Coloni:
"born Indiaps by parents and they would urge on the
coming-Committee to test the legalityof this and oth
aspects of the repatriation question,

Astamic EnouirvCoMMiesion. ReporT

The yecommendations: of ‘this ‘eommission withou

“improvivg -their position 'in this'conntry made: for t-

restriction df their existing rights, and they aseording
‘protested against the report of the comission.

INDIaN NaTtonaL CONGRESS

Masners, A L Kijee, P.K. Naidooand.H.1. Joshi wer
appointed to . represent Natal at the Indien Nation.
Congress held at Ahemedabad last December. Ti
Committee understood that they were'not allowed 1
participate in the deliberations of ithe Congress, b:
that they were present during its:sessiony,

Lurean Tramways

D:ifferential provision based on racial grounds wa
‘passed ic ab Ordinance in regard to the Durban Traz
ways by the Natal-Provincial Council sometime befor:
the revival of the Congress. Tha Ordinance.aod tt
differential notice issued under it-had been the subjec.
of much consideration and legal opinion taken in Nats
bhad beld that the enabling Ordinan:e was.enfra prr:
buc it had been the intention.of the Ccmmittee to nee
other legal opinion elsewhere in South-Airica and t
rtest the legality of the Ordinance,

‘BrRITISH GUIANA

, It had been a matter of grat.fication to the Coogre=

that the Government of the Ubion of Scuth Afric
ascertaincd their views an the advisability.ol sendir

Indian delegates from here to erquire into the possibi?

ty of British Guiana briog able to absorb scme of ther

aod that in view of their disapproval of the idea th
Government bad decided not to proceed with the g' e
tion. ‘ p
TMMIGRATION MATTERS

Among the many important questions ‘arising out ¢
the Immjgration Act.z2 ol 1913, the question otth
restriction of the rights of minors whose parents hel
dual domiciliary rights bad been before the Nat:
Provincial Division of the Supreme Court which bha
iheld agaiost minors having the dual rights of the
parsnts, Mr. Goclam Rasool, the-parent of Mahome
.and Yusttf the minors in the.case, was arranging to kik

- the mmatter before-the . Appellate. Court of South.Alric:

‘WHAR? RESTRICTIONS

*Some of the Torgreas tMicials and other menbers ¢
the Indian commupity were arrested for wileged coc
tmvention of barbour regulations.and though. the charg
had been withdrawn agaipst most of them three y
remaind to be tried. Representations were made to th-
Government. There had been no cause for grievanc
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for some little tim: past on mm whea Indian
pessenger hoats were leaving
Dxronnnoub, the wite of

The Congress was appesled to e of Doora-
samy an Indizn who was under order of deportation for
baving been convicted of receiviog stolen property welk
knowing the samm to- have been stolen and sentenced
to four vars’ imprisonment. The ovashad served his
term of imprisonment and it was his first ofionce, He
had come st the age of 10 with-hin parentywha were
introduced uvader indenture to this couotry some 44.
years ago. He had marvied a colonial born woman 2nd
had seven children. He owoed seven.acres of laod, was
a worker on the land and pever beea to-Iedia sizce his-
arrival in this country, He had no relation or friends
there. The Commities appealed to the Governor
General in Council and they were happy to record that
the Hom Mr, Merriman, Mz, Alexander: and D,
Abdurahman interested themselves in the. case of the
poor ‘man, aud the Government were plensed to with-

draw the order ol deportation and. the man wax pow:

with his family at Toogast,
Day Or PraxEr: '
Christmas day was observedr as a day.of prayer and
bumiliation for the weltare and happiness of the people
in India and guidapce of Indiaw leaders and those-
responsible for the Goveromeot: of India. The Com-
mupal service was held in M. Rawat’s (Hall, in Vicloria
Street, Durban. Prayers were conducted according to
the several religions professed by lodians and appro-
priate sacred songs wera supg. The utmost difference
and reverence was shown to each other's religion and.
the service was marked with due solmenity. = . :
ManATMAS DAY
Meetings of protest acd prayer were held io cognec-
tion with Mahatma Gandhi's arrest; A day was ebserved
as a day of prayer after his arzest. Another. day was
observed as a day of protest agaiost Mabatma’s im-
prisonment., O. those days oo shops were open, uno
business done and no wark performed except in the
humagitarian  and essential services, A feature of
Mahatma's Day was the assembling of thousands of
schooi-childern who, after a parade through the streets,
were told of the lite-history ol one of the great N itianal
beroes—Mahatma Gaodhi.
CHAREA - -
Exhibition of the spinniog wheel known as charkha
was given at their meetiogs and it was & question for
the incoming committee to considen whether it was
possible to introduce the Charkha iote Indian schools
aod into Iedian homes in this couatry. '
Transvasl Inpuans -

During the recent strike uphsaval in thé Transvial -

the Committee oftzred assistance iz the mame of the
Coogress, but they were assured. by their compatriots:
there that there was no need for assistance,
Co-oreration Or Non-Euvroreans

- Dz Rubusana ex-M.P.C,, Cape, delivered an address
0. the co-operation of non-Europens in South Africa
The metiog was coovened by th: Congress, acd in
view of the teadency in this couatry to mak: two great
divisions of Europeans and non-Europeans in oge of
the legislation, they will sooner or latsr have to con-
sider how far it was advisable or practicable to co-
operate with other non-European races in South Africa
on questions aft-cting noxrEaropesns.

SouTa Arricay InDian NaTioMal CONFERENCE

Ik would be within the knowledge of th: Congress

and except for two meetings of the executive, one in
Durban, and the other in Jsbanuesburg, there had:

since been no other meetings, partly the responsibility |

was theigs, for Natal gave an undertaking at the last

Conference that the third Conference 1

ilzd! e & would be held
ian public work was da'ly growing greater. The

nexicooference shonld be held at the eu'l:est possible

date and the central executive. placsd: Qe 3. poper

working basis, so that the work of organising

L 1.3 3
eficctively cartied out. .

The activities of ther Copgrom would’ nessr s
compléto- nor wamld: ourn positibn. in this- couniy Ye
improved uoless: and® until the- work: of tsining wer
- children in the.use of both mind and' haod wes ticme

" up by the Congress aod substantially supported by dhe:

Epucarion L ¥

fos a cemtral erganisation for

k

b

i

+

3

-

" basiy :—

approval

. objects of the Congress and
that the second Conference was held in Johaanesbarg, | : ; a

. community,

community. They hadin mind the § ing of s
institution more or less oo the principles of e
Turksjee College of - Booker T.” Wishington, bz of
course with such altesstions as wou'd meet our natzeml
requirements.
S Drart ORDINANCES
In regard to:{1) the Townships' Franchise O:&iveex
and () the R!fn)l Dealers’ Licensing Ordinance, dar
Committee had formazded petitions, to the. Beowisesh
Council of Natal, aod io regad tg {3} the Bmrken
Munic¢ipal Disentranchisement O.dinance, and (ziche
Durban Land Restsiction Ozdinance, petitions. hag yetr.
to be lodged, and with-reference to. all of them avidames -
had yet to be given before the Select Committee.
Theno bad-also beso ine circulation 2 Bilk fosahe |
exclnsion of noo-Butopeaas from the lecal. prafeqiee
in Sonth Africa, bat it had oot yet been gaz:tted ms -
DII“.Bi“-; : - ’ o b 1
. TaxaTion oL
The Committes adopted the principle of . tax itis< of
members of Inodians in busivess on the fellemgy

5. Wholesale merchants £3. .-

z. Retail merchants £1—108 _
3. Others:carsying op busioessps uader <R

licences or without licences, [Lr.- '

The sum of £54~—8:. had been collected

~

o

" this.tagation-already. It was for the in:coming (Crm -

mittee tc continue the collection.
t ' FINANCE

The Financial Statement for the period ending 2%
D=cember 1921 showed subscriptions tecowpes:
A132—17s and expenditure £44-—145.—1 3, dearizps
balance of, £88—2s.—1:d. 20d a supplementary
ment: for the period ending- zr3t March 1923, showe.
a balance from last year of £88—z5—1zd fivg
sjzriptions for :;.93: £184—=125.~61, exteziame

147—235.—~11l, leaving a2 balance of £12 SRiT,
in the bank. . "8 _ £ e
' ~ Auprror '

Owing to no Auditor being appointed st fhein-
augural meeting of the Congress the Comumitee.
appointed Mr. S. J. Randeria to andit the books & the
Congress, and they trusted it wonld meet with shenr

CONGRESS PROPERTIES
No step had been instituted to take passessior o

the properties of the Congress. The Comumittes 52
it advisable in the, interests of the community du -

- they :honld move in the matter after the Congrew ‘ta’

got into: full working order. The Committee: thoegh -
that the time had now arrived for the pecessary aczucr
to be taken. ‘ : "
' Taanks o
- The Committee desited ta thank all whe eithes g
servica or in kind had been helpful in promoting dre
resume. bad gva ol b e
ne givea - or  tran
and in that regard they would mention that mwelr
of their minor activities had been left out - whud:
also had entailed) much time and Iabour, was apim: -
factory. They would be gratified if they (the menibog
were satisfi :d withi the endeavours of their comeimer:
during. the pash year, 4nd: they. trusted npw. that, g -
Congress. had justified its revival that with Zoem:
actwity and support it may. be of greatsr service ty thy
CooE L ey
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ing forther with the case, Messry, 1Somabjee-and Gandhi
zmwiayed the plea made by Mr, Stuart. The Magistrate, however,
24w to grant it and the case was adjourned till the gth of May.
v 3 ixrge trowd uf Indiane present at the Cont awsltiang -
alibJchus dote reat- 10 leamn the-rastut ofithe case, ,H

i wasspected ¢ircumstanceswe bave beenobliged to.hold -
ampuxeversl fmportantmatizrs to be dealt with in cur next issve,

F———————— — — .

NATAL INDIAN -CONGRESS

: ANNUAL REPORT :
4 the annual general meeting ol the ‘Natal idndian -
Sgrewy heldmat Rawat's diall, Dwrban, last:Suaday, -
angeit df the attivitias wf -the fm:gmls opmmittes
Switng she .pant year-was sead by whe sSecretary in |
wiith icwas stated - 7 o "
‘T tommitteeiregrertetl thut the attendance. of some -
otte wembers had been very poar. And asit-wes.the -

it yearrof the revival ohthe-f.‘unsesl shey exteaded
swe)y "toustesy to these embers-but it bad made no

Yalvemte to' theinattetdancs. . :
wing 40 the departure of diewrs, A.:I. Knjee, ¥, D, -

Minhacond £, /1. Joshiifor:lodea their places wers flled -

“yNeysrs. Amxod Bayat,:M. M. Gandhi and B."M.-Patel. -

: ‘DastricT TToMMrrress
e Whote Yl Natal -was -circilarised fn order to
asz%ain the ‘desire ‘of dur people in the seversl Magis.
“tures g6 to-the formation of -Congress District Com- *
oReeys, ‘but-no interest was shown by them. The Com-
-gizee felt that the formation of District Commitiees
wmut in special areas was unnecessary. The Maritz-
‘g Mistrict Committee had been very active and had -
e mnderiog useful service and was to be'congratalat-
& %o the interest it'had shown in public questions.
‘He Committee, however, thought thar it was desirable
vz dhe Congress should dt = special meeting cdiled
m tHe 'purpote “consider the question df the financial
sekiion between itseli-and the District Committees and
i the 'scope of their ddties and for the revision of its
ok, '

»

]

HoNORARY  SECRETARIES

‘Within the first quarter of the period.Mr. M. M.
Badhiresigned office as one of the secretaries and in :
B glace Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee was appointed on
ta 3pd. of December last,

TownsBIPS 'FRANCHISE ORDINANCE

‘Watest was lodged and a petition- also against this
“hdinance ‘opposing the diseafranchisement of Indians
‘i Townships.

RURAL LICENSING ORDINANCE

‘T Committee also protested against the proposed
_iEmov9ing ordinance, Both the foregoipg ordinances were -
ramed: by the Provincial Council, but the Governor
Gasyel vetoed them. Much of the credit jor the work
des2 on behall of the community in opposing these
sanances was due to the Maritzburg District Com-
aitee which at the seat of the Provincial Government :
woresy.active. Aod the Committee believed, the Hon.
. Srinavasa Sastri who was then.on behalf of the !
G=eanment of India attending the Imperial Coriferance »
- Rondon to whom they appealed, was also ot service

. @i matter, Co-
- TueE Hon, MR. 3asTRI. o

Ry invitation was extended to the Hon, Mr, ‘Sastsi to
it South Africa an his way to the Imperial Conference |
‘® Dooddon ;but :he. was .not able to.come. The.Com.
-wil3ee therefore;cabled him.at Londen witha statement
‘31 wiier ‘grievances, ‘and @0 Mx. 'H. S. ‘L./Polak:the °
Sansitagy (0f Indimp, Overseéas: Assotiation. Ao ovita- *
Wb gs again later.cabled to.{he Hon. Mr. 'Sastri,

- i they dad heard nething definibeiy-from him. t

' GNPERIAL TNDIAN Crei2ENstre' #530NATION -

[DhesCommitteehad .opsned ap’communiodtion avith
sz Association at Bombay, and they thought that it
‘wasin:the commuvity’s interest to developn the:e com-

- .I

wmnications se that the people and the Government of

The Commit_tee had also boen in commweication
12: ll;e.[:’relentame workers in the Indian cause in India
w at wome time or other sbown wymp. i
in the Colonies, - u!‘, with us
Vorosrary ReParearrion

rin':h!'t:ge nbj“: OI‘J decreas Gi:g the lodian nopulation
¢ watry the Union Government were induci
Mm{udh, in other words, the vai'io;s
of the Asiatic Relief Act were being to-day misapplied
Those who had gone to Indin under the voluptary:
‘repatriation schexte were, the Con:mittee knew from
inlormation received, practically -destitute in tha
tauntry. ‘The Committee were preparing for propagands
wotk amopg people who were likely 'to leave the
eouttry in ignorance of the ‘consequentes of going |
under the go cilled Ralief Act, and some literature for -
their icformation had been pristed through the
.generosity o Mr, Sorabjee Rustamjee. "An important -
question arising in coonection with the ‘Repatriation
‘Scheme was the signing away of the rights ol Colonial
“born Indians by parents and they would urge on the in
coming:-Committee to test the legality of this and other
agpects of the repatriation question,

AsiaTic ENQuirv COMMISSION: REPORT

. The vecommendations- of 'this ‘commission without
“improving their position 'in this-coantry made for the
testriction of their existing rights,and they ascordiogly
‘protested against the report of the comission,
Ivpiax NationaL CONGRESS

‘Mesams. A L. Kijee, P.K, Naidooand H.1, Joshi were
appointed to.represent Natal at the Indizn National
Couogress beld at Ahemedabad lsst December. The
Committee understood that they were'not allowed to
participate in he deliberations of :the Cobngress, but
that they were present during its sessions,

Eurean Tramwavs

Differential provision based on racia! grounds was
-pagsed in au Ordinance in regard to the Durban Tram-
ways by the Natal-Provincial Council sometime before
the revival of the Congress. Tha Ordinzoce and the
differential notice issued under it'had been the subject
of much coosideration and legal opinion taken in Natal
bad held that the enabling Ordinao:e was snfra orres
but it bad been the intention.ot the Cemmittee to seck
other legal eopinion elsewhere in South -Alrica and to

+

| rtest the legality of the Ordinance. :

‘BrITISH GUIANA

. It had been a matter of grat:fication to the Congress
that the Government of the Union of South Africa
.ascertained their views an the adwisability.of sending
Iodian delcgates {rem here to ecquire into the possibili-
ty of British Guiana being able to absorb scme of them
and that in view of their disspproval of the idea the
Government had decided not to proceed.with the ' es-
tion. - .

TMMICRATION MATTERS

.Among the mapy important questions “arisiog out o!
the Immjgration Act.22 ot 1913, .the question of the
restriction of fhe rights of mincrs whose parents held
dual dcmiciliary rights bad been before the Natal
Provincial Division ‘of the Supreme Court.which bad
held aguipst minors baving the dual rights of their
parents. Mr, Goolam Rasool, the parent of Mahomed

sand Yusuf the minors in-the case, was arrangiog to tuke

- theyptatter belore the Appellate. Court. of South Africa.

"WHARY RESTRICTIONS

"Some of the Corgress tfficiala and otfer merdbers of
the Indiap commudaity Were arrested for Wlleged con-
tmavention of harbourragulations.and though the charge
had heen withdrawn agzinst most of them three yet
remaind to be tried. Representations were made to the
Government. There had been no cause for grievance



Arrit, 281H, 1922

INLDIAN UrinIUN

-~

'tar some little tim: past on the wharl whea Indian
|passenger boats were leaviog Durbao.
DEPORTATION .

The Congress was appealed to by the wife of Doors-
samy ap Indian who was under order of deportation for
having becu convicted of receiving stolen praperty welb
knowing the sams to- have been stolea and sentenced
to four y-ars imprisonment. The mramhad served bis
term of imprisonment and it was his first oftances . He
had come at the age of 1o with-his parentsarhd were
iptroduced uader indenture to this country some 44
years ago. He had married a colonial born woman and
bad seven children. He owoed sevon.acres of lqud. was.
a worker on the laod and never been to-Ioadin siuce kis-
atrival in this country. He bad uo relation or friends
there. The Comuwittee appesled to the Goveroor
General in Couocil and they were happy to record that
the Hoe. Mr. Merriman, Mz, Alexsoders snd Dn.
Abdurahman interested themselves i the. case. of the
poor ‘man, snd the Government 'were pleased to with-

draw: the order of deportatipn .aod. the: many wag powt:

with his family at Toogaat, .
Dy Or PRAKER: : :
Christmas day wag obsecvedr an a day.of prayer zod
humiliation for the wellare and happiness of the people
in India and guidance of Indian leaders amd those:
responsible for the Government- of India. The Com-
munal service was held in Mz, Rawats [Hall, i Viclorin-
Street, Durbzn. Prayers were coaducted according to
the several rgligions professed by Indiars and appro-
priate sacred songs-were sugg. The utmost difference
and reverence was shown to each otber's religico and.
the service was marked with due solmenity. * . ‘
_ MaHATMA!S DAV :
Meetings of protest and prayer were held in connec-
tion with Mahatme Gandbi's arrest; A day was ebserved
as 2 day of prayer after his areest. Another. day was
observed as a day of protest against Mahatma's im-
prisonment, O. those days ne shops were open; oo -
business done and no work performed exceptin the
bomapitarian acd essential services. A feature of
Mahatma’'s Day was the assembling of thousands of
school-childern who, after a parade through the streets,
were told ot the lite-history ol one of the great Natiopal
heroes—Mahatma Gandhi.
CHARKS - : .
Exhibition of the spioning wheel known as charkha:
was pgiven at their meetings and it was n question for

the incoming committee ta considen whether it was }

possible to jntroduce the Charkha inte Indian schools
and into Indian homes in this couatry. -~ :
Transvasr INDIANS -

During the tecent strike upheaval in thé Transvaal °

the Committee ofiered assistanceé in the pame of the

Congress, but they were assured by their compatriots:

there that there was no need for assistance.
Co-orEraTiON OF Non-Europeans *

Dz Rubusana ex-M.P.C., Cape, delivered an address
0. the co-operation of non-Eurapens in South Africa.
The meeting was convened by th: Congress, asd in:
view of the tendency in this conatry to mak: two great
divisions of Europeans and non-Europeans in one oi
the legislation, they will sooner or- later have to con-
sider how far it was advisable or practicable to co-.

operate with other non-European races in South Africa

on questions, afieeting nov-Europeans.
Soute Arricad INDian NaTiomaL CONFERENCE
It would be within the knowledge of th: Congress

that the second Conference was beld in Johannesburg, .

and except for two meetings of the executive; one in
Durban, and the other in Johannesburg, there had:

since been no other meetings, partly the responsibility -

was theigs, for Natal gave au undertaking at the last
Conference that the third Conierence would be held
‘ll::dim bli Therk e greater.
public work was daily growing The
nexb.conterence sitould be held at the earliest ‘possible

dateang the central executive. placed an 3. propar-

central organisatien for::

¥

.

y
}

Kal

- members of Indians

- -

_appraval, Lo

. objects of the- Congress and

. community,

working basis, 5o that the work ol orgabising may e
effectively cammied out. -

EDUCATION T

et

The activitiesr of ther Copgroes would' newar
compléts- nor womld: qurr position in thie- couster Ye

L the Congress and substantially supported by due:
egv:zmnity., Thep bad in mind the founding of se.

Turkejse College-of Booker T.” Washiogton, bz af
course with such alterstions as wou'd meet our aasisss
requirements. .
s Drarr ORDINANCES
. Integsed to-{r) the Townships’ Franchise O:&imwx:
" and (2) the Rural Dealers’ Licensing Ordinance, darr
Committee had forwanded: potitions) to the Prowiai
Couacil of Natah, and in regazd tq.(3) the Duten
" Muoieipal Disentranchisement O.dioance, and (s} che
Durban Land Restriction Ordinance; petitians. hag yetr.

| to be lodged, and with-reference to. all of thet avidaes; -,
had: yet to be given before the Select Comwmiitee. )

Thene had-also: besn ine circnlation: a Bilk forer |
exclusian of non-Eucopeans from the legal: prafeqier:
in South Africg, but it had got yet been, gaz:tted s -
Drait Biil... T T

P " TaxaTionn .

The Committes adopted the pgrinciple ot tax:tiec of

in business on the fellesiay
basip :— EE <o Tl

1. Wholesale merchants £3. . .

2. Retail merchants £1—10s - i

2. Others:cargging on businessps uader o

licences or without licences, £r1.- - '
The sum of £54—8s. had been collected o

-

* thisitazation-already. It was for the injcoming fCrme
" mittee to continue the collection. .

S Finance i

The Financial Statement for the period endiog zg:2-
Dzcember - 1921 showed subscription® ieeaess
A133—17s and expenditure La4-—143.—3d, dearimps -
balance of, £88—z2s.—11d. and a supplementary cknn-
menb for the period ending- 213t March 192z, showgt
a balance from last year of £88—as~—rsd felge ..
scriptions for 1922 £184—12:5.—=6]1, expendume
A 147—25.—11d,, leaving a balance of £125-rz: 28
in the. bank. . ~ . _

Auprtor’
Owing to po Auditor beiag appointed at ~theim. -

‘ augusal’ meeting of the Congress the. Comamime,
- appointed Mr. 8. J. Randeria to audit the booke o she

Congress, and they trusted it wonld meet with.foen

 CONGRESS PROPERTIES

'No step had been iunstituted to take passestior o8
the properties of the Congress. The Committee ek
it advisable in the, interests of the community dut -

- they :hould move in the matter after the Congress txll’

got into: full working order. The Commiktee: thoo:
that the time had now artived for the necessary azzan
to be taken. ' B L
o THANKS o
- The Comuittee desiredta thank all, who eithar o
service or in kind had been helpful in promotiog tre
] ey trusted thet fhe
resume; they bad given - af their transycugmy .
and io that regard they would mention that asmeds.
of their minor activities had been left out: wiuwdi:
also had entailed, much tme aad labour, wag ewam.-
factory, They would be gratified it they, (the merkasl
were satisfiod‘ witht the endeavowrs’ of theie commime:
durigg, the pasb year, andi' they. gusted new. that, fig |
Congress, had justified its revival that with. Zaeis:
activity and support it may.be-of graater service te tiw
AN o [T P T S L
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improved uoless: apd? undil the- works of tsaining e
- children in the.use of both mind and' hand was. s>

" jpstitution more or' less on the principles of dee-



