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MAHATMA GANDHI SENTENCED:

SIX YEARS' IMPRISONMENT. SOUTH AFRICA'S PROTEST -

PR

aud formed in a procession which was over a quarte!
of a mile in length. In front of the procsion;) were
t> six years simple imprisooment | over {our buodred girls and right in front was a banner

and M:mm has wvoluntarily pll:eom&nmed Mr. | with the inu:riptioi “Loung Live Mabatma Gaodhi®
‘Gandhi, : camried by two volunteers. A little after 9-30 the
Tre TaiaL "~ | procession marched through Victoria Street vis Field

The following Reuter’s report dated March 10, comes | Street, continuing through Comthercial Road, Grey
from Loodon with refereoce to Mr, Gandhi's trial :— | Street, Queen Street, and retuming through Victoria
Particulars of Gandhi’s trial according to Reuter's | Street to Rawat's Hall. The Procession which offered
correspondent at Ahmedabad show that the notorious | a most impressive scene attracted crowds of ‘people
leader of the non-co-operation movement pleaded | inclading Europeans who left-all their work and stood ,
guilty to all the charges and assumed the blame for | outside their offices and firms to watch the procession. -
the recent disorders, but he said that il be was freed L After the procession was over the children gathered at
be would still play with fire. Gandhi disclsimed any [ Rawat's Hall where they were addressed by the
ill-will against officials ot disaffection towards the | president of the Natal Iodian Congress, who referred

He beginsing of the week has brought from Iodia )
; the startling news that Mr. Gandhi has been

King’s person. The juige’s speech was noteworthy
dor the high terms in which he spoke of the accused,
but he said he hid committed 2 gr st offence against
tbe State. The judge passed the same sentence as
that passed on the npotorious agitator Tilak,
pamely, two years’ imprisonment on each count.
Gaodbi, replying, thanked the Court {or the coustesy
shown him, and the opinion that the
sentence war the lightest any judge could infliet. The
crowd learnt the sentence very calmly.

Orniciat, Trisute '

A despatch from Delbi states that in disallowing 2
mation for the adjournment ot the Council of State to
discues the imprisonment of Gandhi the Home
explained that the prosecution of Gandhi did not imply
any cheoge in the Government’s attitude. He paid a
tribute to Gaudhi's high personal character, but said
the followers of the non-co-operation movement had
oot taken the opportunity ofiered them revising of their
attitude after the Bardoli resolution.—Renter,

Dussan INDiaN’s ProOTEST ’

“Bver sioce the arrest of Mr. Gandhi the Darban
lodian commuanity has oot been at rest. No sooner
the activities in counection with Mr. Gandhi's arrest
were over the news ol his sentence came forth which
was received with great alarm. The Natal Indian
Congress sctivities wers in full swing and a meeting
of protest was held on Tuesday (a report of which
Sppeans in aoother column). As decided by the meet-
g, Thursday was observed as “ Mahatma's Day,*

The Mamt;:.\'s Dav

programme lor. day, as drawn the
officials of the: Natal fudian I:lptllzt all
Indian business places should close and n. work
except 10 “the humanitarian and essential sarvices® be
& A pro::;n;g;ol all children should take place
gjoam A prayer meeting for ths peace :
aod good-will of .Indis be beld at Rawat's Hall at
$-30 p @ To the credit of the officials and some of
the active -members of the aid especially
the inexhaustible epergies of Mr. Sorabjes Rustomjee,
the programme was moet miccessfully carried out. -
C vt ';‘. hd‘_l‘nt ‘:l(;CISSIOH- . i
i children foregatbered outside )
!-!um" Habh 8 Yicroria frwet e appainted ticis .

L

at about 12 o'clock. . :

dived of Mahatosn Claodhil gad M Dgadnt; . -

"

briefly to the life of Mr. Gandhi
Messrs ], Royeppen, B. L. E. Sigamoney, S. R

- Pather, 8, Emamaslly, C. V. Pillay, M. M. Khanderia,

Naik, Shaikh Amod, M. B. Maharaj, Pandit Bhawani’
Dayai, Sorabjee Rustomjee and others also made short
speeches instructive to the children. - .
Sweets ‘ye:e then distributed to the children which
were genecrously presented for them by Mr R. K,
Kapitan, the proprietor of the Kapitan’s Tea-room in -
Grey Street.  Each child was also presented with a °
portrdit of Mr. Gandhi, The children were dispersed. @

Praver MEegTING S

At 2-30 in the afternooa a prayer meeting .was held,

and the President, in his prefatory remarks, said that
“we are observing this day as & day of prayer for.
Mahatmajee, our leader in Indis, and for our people
in India and abroad, and for all those who have a say;
1n the government of our native land, that God may-
endow all with love and understanding that lasting

“peace may be wrought for India and ber children in.

the warld.  We believe we are but acting in the spirt

~and zccording to the teachiogs and ideals of Mahatma

Gandhi in offering our prayer this day to: God, and-
adopting pesceful methods to demoastrate our senti-
ments, and when necessaty, suffering in our own
person {or the betterment of curselves, our people and _
our countrymen, and for any groat caise in this world;
thus contributing to the peace and happiness of all.”
The Rev. Mr. Choonoo conducted s short service. The
Mahatma'’s favourite hymn, “ Lead Kindly -Light”
and also “ Oh ! God our help in ages past™™ were sung.
Mr. W. Joseph presided at the -Omgan. Moulvi Fateh
Mahomed offered prayers according ‘to the Islamic-
religion. Pandit Pravin Singh did likewise in Hindu.
#3m, and Parsee Sapurjee according to Zorastrianism,
Mr. V. S, C. Pather also contributed to. the service,,
which was shortly aiterwards concluded. The: vew,
mainder of the alterncon was devoted to patriotic
songs ‘sung: by wellknown members of the Indiap
commtinity in the differcnt vernacalars., .- o . ;x
* *INDIAN Womew's  MEETING ~ - » ..
The Indidn' women also held & meeting :.on . thele-
o mee yoty-at’ whith tefetonbes wete tHadé b . the:
T
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Dawnnavser Inpians

<« A torespbndent kom Dawthauser writes -
The mews 0f the mret of Mahatme Gandhiji io

Indis, was fashed thtough the wites on the r3th inst., L

snd instantly, Mr. D. Lasarus the Setvetary ol the
Northarn Naal Indian Association, sat but tu call a
mass meeting of the Indian community, There was
a wonderful ang the gathering was the largest
seen here since the historical Indian strike in 1913,
Mr. Shaik Ameer was in the chair, and the Secretary
read oMt the shgtahic Sodslunications. -ld tho
coursa of W13 ipécch the thaitmdn daid, @ the aifest 6t
- our beloved leader Mahatma Gandhi, is a sure sign_of
the success of the movement in our motherland: Oae
step nsarer the Guvarnment’s gaol is twics that pearer
the goal of our Motherland. ” A prayer was offervd by
the meeting standiong for the strength and courage of
Mr. Gandhi. [t was declded to close all Indian busi-
nets places ob tive tsth k8 4 mark of respect to Mr
Gamdhi: AW stores jovluding fruit shops and oative
enting houses were stcordingly closed on Wednesday.
' Buoemact Inpians
On receiving the news of Mr. Gandhi's imprisonment
Bloemboi Indinas clésed all their stores for the day
ot the 21et instant and & meeting of the Britisk
Jodiaw community was heid uoder the chairmapship
ot Mr. M D. Bharoochi. It was decided to send the
Jollowiog metsage by cable to the Indian National
Congress :—" Protest against unjustifiable sentence on
Mahatuas Gandhijos and etbers.- Pray brothets aod
sisters of Hind will follow Mahaima's lest message,” -
' BoxsvuRs Coe

A cormrespondent (¥6 Boksbirg informs us that on
redeipt of the news of Mz, Gandhi's arrest all stores
closed lat Wednesddy, but two of oirr wealthy
merchints k&pt theits opén. o

PrEToRIA INDIANS ,

A mam mecting M Pretorie Indizns #as convened dn
the grauwds of te Queen Street Moasque, in sympathy
with Mubhstia Gandhi, bo arrival of the news of his
ssattuee to six yeare fmprivoament, The Chuirman;

* Mie Mu H. Josmab, its opening the weeting i & leogihy
speech, dwelt fully on the present political wotest in
Jodia. He exhorted afl pfeseat t¢ be calm, usited
asd to quit themselves like men. After various other
speakers had spoken. resolutions expressing regret at:
tive lreh peatenes paased by the Indien Goverament
on Mx Gawndhé, condentoiog the Impérial and Indian
Guwefodrents’ action; ikt requesting Mi, Gandhi’s
fohwwe inoludity tve: two following were' pawsed:== .

* That this siewy weetiog conveysd s dewpest-
sptgatty o Mehatum Gandhi, his saintly wite, and:
ovtwie Navionul Liewders dod furtber prays that Almighty
Qod, 7 Hig infinite mercy, strengthren them in this the
bout of their greatest trizl an - humiliationy o' 49 to
panbie them to withatadd the witole might and tyranny
ot wruck sid mitormatit government. S

That this niaw mredting  amphosises #ratigly da all
fidtam whettier Mabowredars, Hindoow Patsees, of
ChilstSairh; te sthivd shonldet to shéuldet wird With “doe

take to heart the Mabttmw's laft Word "Woik
“ﬂ" . t - 7 ‘. - Vi
© 'TRARsvARD Baiduen Insian Assocrition

g fo) cable inesmages have Heen lopwdrded

the Rditor of Younp Judsd, Ahmadrbad dod to the

, Hou, Mr, Lieyd George respectively by the Trans-
van} British Tedian Assotintion in vormection with the

of Mahatma Gandiii and the resignation of Mr.
outague 14 - U “

*Tyanavan) Jodinee heartily congratelsts Mahatma
sod Shrimet{ Gaodhi on their cheerful atrost werving
frcedom's cause 1edia and exhort each and every dutix
ful son follow Ywir courageoug example and emphati-
cally doclarg the arrest of Mabatma Gandhi the in-
delstigable apostle of nap-violence in the world, as =
gross political blunder of bureaucracy. " . '

. Maxct 24T 190
HaN
. Peime

- .
To 'The Homourable Mr. Lilopd G:or
Minister, Loadon: = }
“Transvasl [odians edphatically prota® ag, vt fon
eed resignatfon "of Mr. Moty res, Secratary India, Jot
courageaus coviction publication Indian  Govesro-
ment's views for righting Turkish wrongs pacitying "~
seventy millions maslems.
’ East Arrican Prorest

We learn from a Reuter's mersige from Nairobi
- that as a resol, ol Mr. Gagdsi's ariest in Tndia, n Marfas
|, et proclaimed for March 3. - The Bagtad pas ob-
_served in Mombasa lor four days.

‘ NorEs anD NEwd Y
EVERAL important resolutions were passed at
last Sunday's mass wmeeting hald ia Ducban.
_uader the auspices of the Natal lndian Con-
gress Amongst them was ope deploring the deaths
during the recent great strike on the Rand and appeal-
ing to the Government for protection for the defencelazs
non-Europeza people against any future occurrence of
such uafortuaate incidents, A resolution was passed
deploriog the action of the Indian Govarnment in
taking Mrs. Gandhi to gaol and congratulating Mrs,
Gandhi tor the noble example set by -her: Two other,
resolutio 18 were relating the two ordicances (1) ® The
Rural Daalers’ Liceasing Ordinance, 1922’ aod {a)
the “ Townships’ Franchise Ordianance, 1923," pro-
posed to be introduced in the present scssion of the
- Natal Provincial .Council, and & resolution was also
passed urgiog upon the Government to protect the,
rights ct mioor children of parents residont in he
Union possessiog dual domiciliary rights, . .. .
‘ . ! . -
The strike oa the Raad which uitimately turned inta
a bloody revolution, was one the like ol which has
never been heard of in the history of the Uaiva ol
South Africa, Not oaly did it uffzct the businesses,
in South Africa.and outside, but it caused considerable
uoeasinéss in the minds of the people sipecialiy on the
Rand, where the livis of men, women. and even child-
ren were in counstant daoger. Many inaocent lives
have been lost during this great upheaval and some ol
the acts on the part of hooligans were such that they
surpasied even those reported to huve been comamitted . -
by such people in India., Butthe Unioo  Authorities,
unlike tha Indian authorities, did thdir utmom to
subside the trouble without adopting vicleat methods
and in petforaiing their duty they risked their own
livés rather thao taking any. It was oot before all
their efforts’ had co:npietel¥ failed and they had oo
otber course left but to use force  that they took those
measures; and for a time it becams a show ol brute
jorce vs. brute force,  The trouble is now over and oue
is nble to heave a sigh of reli¢l tha. thiogs are oovy, .
more beginning to come to their normal conditions,
It is uoderstaod that & Commigsion is to be appoiated
td enqiire joto the maiter apd it ia hoped that dpart
tiom the grievauces of the strikzrs the queution of tha
inootant suflefeis will also be enquited into And redrosg
givén them irfespective of clrss, colour ot crecd.
B O e ’

’:!‘( -

#he Natal Iodiza Congross has doos well in tendet-
“iog & timely protest against the Rural Doalare’ and the
Towoships’ Franchise ordioances. The Indlas corm-
munity is already suft:ring great hardships under the’
present Yiceosing systemr.  Liceusing laws are mennt
{or gemetal application but their srict sdmimisttation®
agaiom Indikns makes one to believe ‘that they ats>
meant only - for Indisos. Times out of numbes
applications of Judixns have been unjunly dealt with
by the Liososing- Officers of the Provinco sad they.
bave refused them on the ooly ground -ef applicants
"being Indians. And. this decision of the licensing
- officers has been upheld by the Town Councile.- A

{ case in instance is that of a*Colonisl-born -Indian in ,
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Maritzburg who recently applied, not for a new licence,
but tor a transter of an Asiatic (not Eurcpean) licenct
which was in existence for over twealy years. And
this was refused by the Liceosing Officer and his
decision was upheld by the Town Coustil. Io addition
to these hard hips aow comes the Raral Dzalers’ Ordi-
mance which, if it is allowed to pass, will_ remder it
hopeless for any Indian Yo obtaib & single licence out-
side the boundaries of Boroughs and Local Townships
of Natsl. The most objectionable featare of the
ordinance, as has been explsioed in last Sunday
Chairman’s speech, is the creation of Licensing Boart¢
whose decision wiil be fioal and no higher courts will
have jurisdiction over them. This Board will be
of five men, and the qualification of the persons
appoint:d on the Board will be that ** e fs & resident,
owner or renter of 2 house or iand in the county ot
4rea and is enrolled ax a voter for Parliament.” When
justice cannot be had from 4 responsible body such 24
the Towa Council it tould least be expetted, under the
present circumstances when racial prejudice is ranpitrg
30 high among the white race, trom & Board composed
of men of the above qualifications. The fisal decisiod
should be in the haods of the courts of justicé sud
pone else. It has aiways been the demand of the
Ind.an commugity that there should be the rnght of
appeal from the decision of the Licensing authorities
to the highest court. Situated as they are in this
country Indians can ooly hope and expect to get
justice from the courts.

Readers of InpiaN OpiNloN are fully acquainted
with Mr. Hulett's Towoships' Franchise Ordinance.
1ts deliberate abject is to dispossess Indians, tor ever,
ol their right to vote at municipal electioos, in the
manner they have beeo debarred fronot the right to vote
at Parliamentary elections. 1i both the above Ordi-
nances are allowed to pass they will prove [fatal to the
existence of lodians iu this couatry as a seli-fespectitig
community.

Another important point discussed at last Sanday's
meeling was the question of the rights of minor child-
ren of parents whn are dumiciled in more than ooe
Provioee of the Unico. A glariog iojustice, in ouf
oninion, has been done {0 the case of Mahomed aod
Yusul, in preventing them from eateriog Natal notwith-

standing their tather Goolam Rasool possessing @omii--

ciliary fights both in Natal and in the Transvaal,
What is most surprisiog is that even the Supretfe
Coutt shbuld have upbeld the decision ot the Immi:
grants’ Appeal Board, It is tive that the Minister bud
declared that Asiatics on economi¢ grounds are prohi-
bited immigrants. But in the present ecase firstly
#Mahomred and Yusut being bomn in the Transvaal are
"Colonidl-born Indians. And secondly their {ather has
a right in Natal. How ridiculously unjust it is that
the parents would have the right to temiin i 2 Pro-
vince whilst their minor children could not. Apdrt ot
its injustice it appears to be the height of Erudlty oh
the part of 2 Government who professes to Fapieseit
i liberty-loving peopies The eelry of {tesli immigrants
hrom India has loog beon put & stop to and that those
that ate resident io this counny sod especially cases
like the one under discussion would feceive [air con-
sideration and be given that freedom to which alf
hu;:;: beings are entitled, is the least that one ahouid
ex

It is understood from 2 Reuter's mes
_ Loodon dated M:reh 18, that Viscount Peel.?:l b“:en::
appointed, in pisce of Mr, B. 8, Montagy, the Becte
tary of Stata for lodis. Lord Poc! has been leading

the Coatition in the H Lonss Lovd
. Curzgr's iloens. oues ot dnﬁng.

In the House of Commons, teplying to Col, Wedge-
wood (Labour, Nemue-qnéa-'rm}, Mr, Chumlf';l

| while Mr. Gandhi’s Arrest bis tsinded

hope t5 publish sawe i bur nefit izsue. |

- -

said 0o exact interpretation 6f the resufitiots dceepted’
by the Ymperia} Conference #x regards equal Hgles for
all British subjects liad been attetnpled: 'I‘hEnﬁ
of Indinns itt Keoyz orost beé étnsideref in-@d
of the interests of the fodir existing fies- The
deterdsining faetor was the welfare df Kéttys of a While: -
Col. Wedgwood asked il the Givergebelth of orfidich e
this connection betwéen the €olomat st Tudis Okl
had ceased since Mt Montapd's Tesigwmioh, "W
Churchill $aid the difistices betwaeR thoss Eutumte
lind been reddted to & veiy Harfow Eothjiist Prick &
Mr. Montapu’s tesignatio.~SRenter. = - 7T
O Y N L I
Dispatchad trodi Bombdy stiow {sajt Retrbet}, ity
' tio stit, Mr. Mod:,
tagu’s resigoatioh his tesulted M ioteind extlrembzit,
A mestage fromi Delhi says th&d thé ‘matter wsg'
raised in the Assembly, when Mr, Satiariti moved thi
adjournment and voiced the general apprehension lest
the resignation should indicate & reversal of policy.
He withdrew his motion ot & Goveriment Spokesman
promising sa early day for discussion. - An exciting
Budget debate followed. There were 331 motions on
the agenda, all dtging & féductibh of expenfiture. The
D:mecratic Party and most of the non-official Indi
voted solidly, and carried 4 reducﬁ::{'i of threa’ ind &
hall lakhs in thé Customs voté, imb 5 ‘pit cenl. e,
duction in the expendituté of thé Incbnia ‘T3x Dppart;

ment, against a $trong éroment Opposition, 1
new National Party, ..a.fﬁ has bééni ii';:a% the

object of the copstitutional sttpiomient ol full iells
governinent for Indis, as part of the Fmpire, sipgoned,

thé Governmen , o1 ey

The Iodian women #f Durbu met last ‘"g'-*.i‘ t

T ¥

Tamil lastitute; Cross Street; lor the purpose ot
expressing their fuling: oi sorrow ai the arrent of Mrx
Gandhi. Mrs, Khanderia presided. , She eloquestly
dwelt on the present Indiaa situationy aad was followed,
by Mrs, V. R R. Moodaly, who siso gave & very cleag .
exposition of the position and the duties devolving on
them as Indian women - Mrs, Bhsilal M, Patel, Moy,

Dhupelin and Mrs. Joseph were .the other:

}

A letter of apology was received froes Mrs. J.o M.
Francis for her inability to _attend. The i
resolution .was submitted to the mesting .and. was
uoaMmou :. “Indian women of Durban ex;
tend their deep sympathy o you (Mrs. Gandhi) on the
arrest of Mahatmaji, aod pray Brovidebes -
you shienpth o endure yout gheat Wwisl; emd--
the mftity ahd protibtion U1 Uur péat i, = dw .v:: 8
£l el g - N 9ae el

Thé Natal  Iodisn Congress {Mirilbin
e 168 it [Maliobiy i)
na"lica.- ;Wfa

petition ih connettion with the abové oedi

5

L T

The S of s Nowftisid_fital Indiag Assor
gidtion Schod! Committés {Mt. IV Liididvy #ut6tins
U8 that Mt G, ¥ Vasdd it gRied £ wiort minmie.

eck of proatd Tre® of want Thid fomerond gw
€ by s Cotmitten @ o
1o Bawy the sehoo Pt o TOOY. VXD wup€

it S - 7 TR Lt ;i.:."'
We have recoived the toHlowiug wite Noof #e Triost’ -
vasl British Indian Association 7= - - “33'. e
* Indizus in the whole Trenwaal closed theii -bisir
desses on teceipt of Mahatmiajer’s sevtene, ®- -, - - &
e oy - C - e
Toe Paliumentary vorrespondems o ‘Why: Meted
m“”’— R F ‘%u‘!; *"‘-:."f A
r. Mackeurtan yesterday ( 19 tustant) suif aboess

of spproval (rom all lid-.( - aotice that for the
time being he would withdraw Wmd’tfon in velerence
to Asiatics in South Alrica, but reserved the “right to
reintroduce 1t at a later date. " ‘In the course of a ~¢hat,
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Mr. Mackeurtan told me that his reasop for doing so
was that he did hot coasider the present a suitable
time {or tho discussion of a subject like this Asiatic
question, - The House, under prevailing conditions,

did not take the slightest interest in aoything except -

the position oo the Rand, and he, therefeore, prelerred

-to wait with“his motion until the atmosphcre had

become more tarourable, when bhe would move ahead.
Mr. Mackenrtan's motion -is as follows: * That this
House the Government to condsider the
advisability of the early introduction of legislation
which will provide for the allocation to the Asiatic
community of any one or more of the Provinces of
the Union separte and distinct areas, rural and urban,
_within its proiwnce, where that commuity may develop
in accordance with its needs and standards of civili-
eation, due regard being had in such legislation to
the interest of the present and future European and
Native population,” - ,

—————

. . ... MASS MEETING AT DURBAN
. PRoTEST AGAINST PROPOSED NEW ORDINANCES
.~ ExmsioN OF SeiMniNe WHEEL

A mass. mecting under the auapices of the Natal
Indian Congress was held last Sunday at Rawat’s Bio
Hall, Durban, to protest against the new ordinaoces

to be introduced in the forthcoming session
of the Natal Provincial Council and to discuss Immi-
rdion and other important matters aflecting the
ndian community. In spite of bad weather the haill
was packed with Indians representing all sectiops.
Owing to the unavoidable absence of the president
(Mr. Ismail Grora) Mr. Amod Bayat was elected to the
chair and he was supported by Messrs. Bhawani Dayal
apd R. B. Chetty (Vice-Presidents), A, Christopher and
Somabjee Rustomijee (Secretaries), V. 8. C. Pather
(Treasurer), M. M, Khanderia, M. A, Motala, V. Law-
rence; M, B, Naik, 8. Emmamally, M. M. Gandhi,
B. M. Patel; B. A. Magnjb, L Gabriel, and other
representative Indians. The mecting was commenced
with an exhibitidn of the CAarika the spinning wheel
which to:day plays so large & part in the lile of India.
‘This spinning wheél which was worked at the beginning
and’ end of the meeting by Mr. N. P. Bhoola who
has recontly retumed from India, greatly interested the
sudience and formed the subject of much enthusiasm,
“iL2 0 THE CHAIRMAN'S SeeEcH
- 'The Chsirman referred to the death of Mr. H. O.
Ally, who, -during the early stages of the Passive
Resistance Struggle in the Tranavaal played a very
{mpertant part but later his ill-health prevented him
from taking ant active part in the activities of the com-
unity. His death has been a matter of regret and
méywonld be asked to give exptession to the sympathy
e be Bonveyed to his wife and ¢hildten,
' T'PrAndivaal Starke

Tia Chalitian further obrervod el know 1sm but
§iviog cupretyion to yout sestiments when I say that
‘we grieva at the numbet of tives loat during the con-
- tinganes of the strike in the Transvaal, Qur sympathies
- muast ba with the bareaved; not only the. members of
the g race have su
well a8 other peopla of colour, have grievously suffered.
* We bope that the Government of the day-will seriously
consjder what proteation can be afforded to the non-
Rupnpean peoplsy g9 & prepautionsry measure againat
ke hagnaniogs of § gtrike in the uture. We are an,
g ta holieve Uiaf 40 the Goyernment hao already
Ahat 8 gommitgion will b sppoinied ta en-
- quihe (013 tha pirilie it will lunclude the imeldental
Mappeniugs ol the strikbe, * - - - -
CSTTLE Mins GaNDdrs Ammest
“Sineo our last meeting, we have heard ol the arrest
st M. Oprdhl; and wa Kive, and § ani suse, each of

1

stained losses, our people, as

you have been cxercised with thoughts of how best we
can express our feelings al the noble example of Mrs,
Gandhi. Io South Alrica she sufiered lor us in
gaol and now in India she has been taken to gaol.
Brief as the message by Reuter was in the local papers,
tous who have some koowledge of Mr and Mg,
Gandhi, ol their ideals, their work, and their lite, and
of the present home in Ahmedabad on the banks of
the calm Sabermati, the arrest of Mr. and Mrs. Gandhbi
in the dead of night, in their simple home, their
emergence from it, clad in the simple style of the East,
the faithiul God-feariog servant and his geatle dutiful
wife ever ready to serve, with their followen simple in
thought and simple. in dress as their leaders, and then
just before the partior the singing of Mr. Gandhi's
favourite hymao ¢ Lead Kindly Light’ a hyma so simple
in itself and yet so {full of the human heart, m ke us
feel that in all this there is something incorutable, but
1o us, with feith, it gives hope of the dawn of a brighter
day lor India and Ler children abroad. To-day we
proposc to convey to India our feeliogs of joy that
Mrs. Gandhi, as an example of the noble womanhood
of India, may be an inspiration. to every son and
daughter of our country. But another day we know
we will come again to consider how best in a practical
mancer we ¢aq prove what we now say in words.

THE ORDINANCES

Wao are again threatened Ly the peoplé who are in
power in this country with ordinances which are jo-
tended to deprive us of our existing rights. We are
disappointed time and again that the majorily in a Bri-
tish country should ever thus threaten tbe existence of
a minority of their own fellow subjects, who are power-
less in this country, having not the electoral vote to
use in saleguarding what they possess,

LicensiNg ORDINANCE
So far, in the Gazutle appear twa ordinzoces. The

first is an ordinance to amend the laws relating to the

graot of licences to wholesale and retail dealers in the
rural districts of Natal, Let us briefly examine it for
a minute, It sw/er a/ta deprives applicants of existing
rights of appeal to an Appeal Board lrom a Licensing
Officer’s decision and superscd :s the presont licensing
system by the creation of Licensing Boards. These
Boards may be for each of the counties or for parta of
a county. Every Board to be appointed by the Ad-
ministrator will consist of a Chairman and four other
members, These five men shall be residents, owners
or renters of a house or land in the county or area in
respect ol which the Board is appointed, and these
members must be enrolied as voters for Parlinment.
You know gentlemen what this means, A woter for
Parliament is a person ol European descent and a beard
constituted of these men, il they elect themselves as a

board, may tacitly decide against every Indian applicant .
and it would thus follow that no Indian will be able to--

%et a licence in any area so cootrolled by such a
oard and Indizoa will have no means of remedy.
Thete are other objectionable features in this ordinance

. afd you will no doubt make yourselves acquainted

TownsH1Ps ORDINANCE
Tho other ordinance is intended to amend the local
Townships Law No. 11 ol t88¢ in regard to the quali-
fication of voters in townships. Gentlemen, the object
of this ordinance is simple, it provides that no person
shall be qualified to have his name entered on the
Towa Roll referred to in Section 7 of Law No. 17 of

- 1881 or to be a voter within the meaning of the gaid

Lsw who, not heing of Buropean origin, 1§ & native of
descendant in the maly line of natives of dountries
which have not, prlor to the coming inte force of tha
South Africa Act of 1909, possessed elective represanta.
tive institutions (ounded on the Parliamentary Frau.
chise, and there is & saving clause that any person who
was on the Towu Roll op the 13t day of Jaouary 1gae
and who still possesses the qualification referred to in

e
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Section 7 of Law No, 11 of 1881, shall continuz to be
entitled to be enrolled as a voter and, furthe:'r. the
Governor-General-in-Council may grant exemption to
aay such person who is oot entitled to be 2 voter to be
so enrolled. Gentlemen, the passiog of this ordinance
will reduce our position to helotage in this land. As
it is, we have little or no rights. Though both the
ordinances referred to, were passed by the last Provio-
cial Council and vetoed by the Governor-Grneral,
they are agaio brought forward. It is for us to oppose
both these ordinances and to take all such meauns as
we can to keep our rights from being taken away.

DuaL DoumiciLiary RIGETS

Another matter of great foterest wbich has dJis-
turbed us in this country, is the interpretation placed
by the Natal Divis on of the Supreme Court in the
case of Mahomed & Yusuf vs, The Immigraots Appeal
Board, in which the rights of minors boro in one of
the Provinces, whose parents hold Dual Domiciliary
Rights in the Union of South Africa, have besn takea
away. Without wearying you with a statement of the
intricacies of the Immigrante Regulation Ac¢t and the
regulations framed thereuader, suffice it to say that i
view of the Miuister's declaration of August 1913
Asiaties on economic grounds are prohibited 1mmigrants
The Court has held that opotwithstaoding that the
father is a Natal-born Indiao but carrying on business
and now = resident ip the Transvaal, his children,
though he himself is entitled to domiciliary rights in
Natal and 1n the Trangvaal, caonot take their Natal
rights and in this case both the sons are uoder sixteen
years of age. Even if we desire we caonot submit the
matter to the highest Court io the land. We can but
appeal to the Goverumeot to consider the hardship
following upon the application ol the provisions in the
Minister’s declaration of prohibition against Indians
on economic grounds especially where those affected
ate childrea born in South Africa.

1 am sure, you will give us your full hearted support
ia the resoiutions that will be submitted this ahemoon
to you : ;

RESOLUTIONS '

© 1. “That this mass meeting ot Natal Iudians regrets’
:the death ot Mr. H. O Ally of the Transvaal and here-
by places on record his public services to the com-
munity aud desires the sympathy of the community to
be conveyed to his wife aod children. ? .
2, “ That this mass meeting of Natal Inlians con-

vened by the Natal Indiau Congress at Durban de- |

plores that Mrs. Gandhi has been taken 10 gaol and is -
subiect to its restrictions and at the same time rejoicey .
that Mrs. Gandhi is a noble example of India’s
~aomachood, an inspiration to India and |
daughters abroad,”

3. “ That this mass meeting of Natal Indians as-':;

sembled at Durban, hereby protests against
posed Rural Dealers' Licensing Orgignance t?: that”
inter alia it deprives applicants of existing rights -of:
appeal to ao Appea! Board irom a Licensing Officer’s
decision, and supersedes the present Iicensiug'system“
- by the creation of a board of five voters for each’
county or part thereof and such voters being of Euro-'
pean descent and there being no recourse to the cogrts
1o the land, Indians will be belpless against ‘decisions:
of such licensing boards, * . :
4 “That this mass meeting of Natal Indizne’
strongly takes objection to tl:leug propased ordlan:;:::
) duqn:,l_lfylng Indians from the enjoyment .of votes in!—
:'l.‘onI::p-. and thus deprives Indians of ap enstmg[

5. “ That this meeting of Natal Indi -

: the deaths during the contivuance of the :nt:ik: ei[;lo:;:
_ Transvaal and tenders_tu sympathy to those who have
: been bereaved, appealing to the Goverament for pro.
tection [or the voteless and defenceless non-Europfans
against the like unfortunate incidents ol a strike in
'the tuture, and that all matters arising out of the strike

to her sons .

wilt bg enquired into by the Commixgion of Eaquiry
and redress given to all those who have saffered. " -
6. * That this meeting of Natal Iudians is disturbed
by the interpretation placed by the Nats} Division of
the Supreme Court in the case of Mahomed and ¥
vs. The Immigrants Appesl Board in which the
ol minors bora iu one of the Provinces whose parents-
bold dual domiciliary tights in the Union of -South
Africa have been taken away, and in ally
bringiog the interpretation in this matter to the motice
of the responsible Ministers prays that the declamtion

of prohibitiop against Asiatics on econouniic grounds be

withdrawn. * -, . .-f.'-'--.-‘.
! .o PR o
MR. GANDHI SENTENCED = -
ProTEST MEETING AT DUrBAN- ° © «*F

Following the receipt of the news ot Mr.  Gandhi’s
imprisonment, a mass meetiag of Indians was held at
Rawat’s Bio Hall, Victoria Street, Durban, on Tuesday
evening. The Hall ' was again overcrowded with
Indians, and Mr. Ismail Gora the President of the
Natal Indian Congress presided’ supported by Mecssts.
R. B. Chetty, Pandit Bhawani- Dayal (Vic=-Presidesits),
A. Christopher, Sorabjee Rustomjee (Hon. Secretaries),
Omar H. A. Jhaveri, V. S. C. Pathet (Houn. Treastirers),
i J Royeppen, S.-R.. Pathex, M,
Motala, S. P, Butler, M. B, Naik, C. A. Basss,
Amod, S. Emamuatiy, 1. E. Essack, B. L. K. Si
B. A. Magrajh, M. B. Mabaraj, 8. L. Panday,
Choonoo, L. Gebriel, B. M. Patel; and other. po-
presentative [ndians. | . s L, e

At the commencement of the meeting Master Mayet
chanted apprapriate verses ‘from the Alkoran and the
Chairman in addcessing the meeting said s ~ ® .:

Friends and Countrymen,—The happenings in-India-
duriog the last fortnight and more have beea
nearer home to us by the arrest of Mahatma Gaodhiji’
for though he leit these shores for the mother country
some few years ago, be bequeathed to us the fecling™ -
that he was always very much in the_spirit with us.”
Suth service as he gave and suchlové as he had for
us can never die. It is & precious legacy to us, would -
we be but meo. His lite story iz the ‘daga- of the
Indian houschold, his quést for the'truth as his dedi--
cation to.the service of homanity-is qurs, and lis -
is on every. mau's to None who koow, what is
good and noble on earth grudge him' his die. - fe
is to us, as to every rational being a‘M1mu::?ih;
worthy of emulation.  Even as he has-heen, 30’ s
Mirs. Gaodbi been an inspiration 0. every one of us,
giving 0o less ot herseli for ug. 7 - - - - - iy
v ‘Whatever may be the reasons that prompted
Government-of India to cause his arrest, we cannot but
view that he whose lite was love is guiltless, :however-
it may appear in the sight of men who made hw-havilg' -

i

§
F-.

the backing of brute forcs, and mofe olten
lacking bumanity, We know that time apd’ sgsin‘ ' he
bas proved his loyalty to the British Empire and hls -
patriotism to his nativé land. And we view with

has been sentenced to 30 loug an imprisonment as six’
years. The wheels of God grind stowly, bmt lnt:l;f ‘
and noue dare say “stop” and so the spirit ‘of
.Mahgltln:aje&inreeandknonnomﬁmadd 0
its will for the freedoni of man and the brotherhood of
the children of God. v - d-'
And we who have faith must need be true in
daily life and thought to him who has become s0 Emch-
;ganot_ourvet‘y?yi?enee:lletu;h‘hn, 1
otng, strive to win by love thoss who whould |
tobelmthnnmm;letmnothuimmmﬁerb::o::
maahood; let us by our love prove that we are’ worthy
s'ns and dauglters of Indis and no mean Soith

¥

Africans. L. "
~ I'would urgeuponyou all as a eom?'umty to ohmn
T‘hurgday next as a day of protest closing your busi.

]

-
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nesses and only periorming work in the essential and
-mumn m

llsoumons
The fol mmunummmiy o
.. is mags weeting of Natal Indians

seembled Dwrban, strongly protests against the
-hpumm;nl Mabatma Gandhi and the severe
-t sentence of six years for belog true to his conscience
+ i» the serviee of bis country. :
2.m #That- this mass wmesting of Natal Indians
- yasmmbied &t ‘Derbas bereby resolves thay all Indian
: places of business be civsed and that o work except
tin the hemavitarian and essentinl services be done on
‘Thursdzy next the 23rd March r9z2 in order to mark
the community's protest against the imprisonment of
Mahatma Gandhi, ®
3. “ Thyt thi mass meeting authorises the Presi-
dent to forward the resolutions passed thereat to
the propes quastess.
Mr. Sbaikh Mehtab mg patriotic sopgs eulogising

'M:lhatmnlge
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NOTICE -

.'.: NATAL 3NDIAN CONGRESS

o {he annual general meeting of the Natal
‘lntﬁin Congress will be held on Sunday
the agd. April, 1922 at 3-30 p. m. at
‘*Rawats Hall, Victorla Street, Durban,
“Business :— .
** 1, Report and Financial Statement
+ .. Election of officials
N’ B;"- Members and intending members
'-must n. wma of the Rules pay their sub-
’s:nptnons at once to take part in the meet-
.Ills 1 Do
L T . - A‘ CH‘MO?HR
-Sorasjas Rustom)zs
. Hony. Secretaries,
Natal Indian Congress.

NOTICB TO SUBSCRIBERS

'l'h hhunpuwmo is lsl od. for South Africa
hnd\ss 6d. for over wea, ,
%:
mhd uld Pnblllhed yuﬂd M. Glndhl at Pbopnll-
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