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- ____ NOTES AND NEWS

‘
EUTER, Capetown, in a message dated June
1o, reports :—The Minister of Finance (Mr.
. « Burton) to-day received a deputation from the
Indian commupity ot Natal in coonection with the
shortage of rice and other foodstuffs in Natal. Mr.
Aiyar” explained the hardships the Indian community
were suffering owing to the embargo on export from
India of these food-stuffs, and requested Government
to take control of such stocks as were coming in and
fix prices. The Minister said steps would be taken as
soon as the Anti-Profiteering Bill was passed. Mr.
Aiyar stated that a deputation was to proceed to
India to interview the authorities, and urge that the
embargo be removed, whereupon the Minister promised
to do what he could for the deputation in the way of
letters of introduction, etc. Mr. Merriman and Sir
Thomas Smartt, who were present, spoke in support
of the deputation, - - ‘

At an emergency meeting of the Cape British: Indian
Council recently held in Capetown, a resolution is re-
ported to have been passed authorising the above men-
tioned deputation to interview the Minister of the
Interior with a view to dispensing with the taking of
finger-prinis in copnection with permits for the depu-
tatiob to visit India in case of thosée who were men
of standing and could sign their names in the official
language of the Union, the giving of finger-prints
being regarded as humiliating to the Indian com-
monity, - T e :

-
p——

The deputation subsequ;:ntly had an interview with
the Minister, who agreed to wmve the question of

finger-prints in the case of those who. could sign their-

pames in accordance with the terms ol the resolutign.
M

General Dyer in the course of an interview with a
representative of.the Dasly Mai/, London, is reported
- to have stated that every Englisbman in India approved
of his act—the act of cold-blooded massacre of

innocents at Jaliaowallal .
[ 4

What amount of truth there ig in the General's state-
ment could be judged by the comment thereon of the
_fwmqf Indsa, the Premier organ of Bitish public
‘opiaion in India. Under the heading ““A Lises,”
. the paper writes :—
-Brigadier, General Dyer is reported to have de-
clared that every Englishman in India approved his
- act, - This is & lie. We have mat no Eoglishman in
India, official or non-official, who approved of his act;
on the coatrary wherever this tragedy has been dis-
cussed, in whatever society, we have heard nothing but
loathing of the horrible circumstaace which has linked
the slaughter of the Jhallianwallah Bagh with the
pame of an Englishman. We have not met a single
Englishman or a single English woman who does not
cel a sense of irremaovable shame both at the traggdy
of the Jhallianwallah Bagh and at the excesses which
were committed under the nartial law regime io the
Punjab, Brigadier General Dyer says he should bave.
been given an opportunity to defend himself: nothing

=~

said in condemnation of bis action , or could
surpass, that which he has said himsell,. We ardently
wish that the Punjab disturbances could have been
considered as a whole, with all the facts, so far as
they can be gleaned, belore us. But Brigadier-General
Dyer himself has made that impossible by his attempt -
to mislead the British public in anticipation of the
publication of the report. * To allow his statement to
stand without immediate repudiation might be to
associate ourselves inferentially with it; that we will
not do, particularly in justice to the large circle of
Eoglishmen and Englishwomen who equally reject his
declaration with scorn and anger, )

Aunother Indian paper, The JInaiam Dany Nuws
questions General Dyer's statement that Europeans in
India approved of his action.

KRUGERSDORP ASIATIC LICENCES
MAGISTRATE'S IMPORTANT JUDOMENT
CounciL DEFEATED

The Resident Magistrate of Krugersdorp (Mr. L.
Bangley) delivered an important judgment last Satur-
day when he dealt with the last five out of thiztcen
Asiatic appeal cases brought agsinst the Krugersdorp
Municipal Council on account of its refusal to grant
geveral grocers’ licences, - He had previously ordered
the Council to grant licences in the caze of eight
Indians. ’

‘[hree of the present cases, he smid, related to
Chinese traders on proclaimed ground, and the re-
mainig two to Chinese traders in the township of
Burgershoop, which was Crown land traosferred to the
Council, In the title deeds was a restrictive clause
as to occupation by coloured persons. Each of the
appelants held a general dealer’s licence and theretore
had a right to trade. They were{not protected by Act
37 of 1919, and they were not!British subjects. In
each case appelant was refusedfa grocer’s licence by
the Council, its resolution stating that *the applicant
is not a desirable person to hold such a licence.”
There were, howéever, no grounds tor that opinion.

In one case certain remarks had been made which
might be taken as governing all the applications, and
briefly, they were as: follows:  Applicants fare not,
legalised by Act 37 of 1919. They are sotjentitled
by law to hold licences, The law prohibited ’the oc-
cupation of proclaimed areas by coloured people.
Applicants are in illegal occupation, aod therefore
they certainly are oot fit and proper persons to hold
municipal licences.” Each applicaot has been treated
not as ap individual, but as a member of a certain

. class,

_Tae Couxncir's ARGUMENT

For the Couocil it was argued that it was a2 wrong-
ful act on the part of the Governmeat to issue licences
to those persons after the framing of Act 37 of 1919,
apd that they must occupy ib order to trade. - Thé
Couancil, it those licences were granted to-day, could
cancel them tomorrow at conderable cost. The Coun-

bowit
« J
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cil had successfully proceeded against an Asiatic in
illegal occupation, and had agight to say that a per-
sob was not desirable if it had tg spend & cousiderable
sum of money to compel him to obey the law.
~ The magistrate poioted out that the grant of a
grocer’s licence would not cause the Council any extra
expense. A grocer's licence was attached to the
general dealers licence, which was held by each
appellant, and therefore the Council’s right of action
in respect of illegal occupation existed before the
appeals were brought. . .

He -was [urther. requested to differentiate between
the failure of the Government to administer its laws

and the duty of the municipality to progeed against
persons in illegal occupation, He considered that.
Act

iltegal occupation by Asiatics, and, in coisequence,
trading on the ground so occupied. During Asiatic
appeals held recently it had come out that the grant
of trading licences to Asigties, including protected
Indians, was in the early part of the year refused by
the Receiver of Revenue, who afterwards received
instructions to issue the licences,

THe PoTCHEFSTROOM CASE

The case against the magistrate of Potchefstroom,
decided in the Traosvaal Proviacial Division of the
Supreme Court on June 8, Jealt with the considera-
tions which should weigh, with municipal councils
in applcations similar to those made by appellants,
It was held :  * Fhe qoestion {5 whether each appli-
_cant i3 a desirable persoo, yes or no? The Council
is not entitled to have regard 1o the fact that the
applicant is an Asiatic, and, without consid¢ring any
personal grounds, treat him as a member of a class
and refuse a licance. ” v -

In each of the cases befors the Court, the magis-
trate concluded, the respondents had not coosidered
the application o¢n personal grounds, There was
nothing in the minytes orin the reasans adduced to
warraot the conclusion that in the opiaion of the
Counail the applicant- was not a desirable person.
The considerations that Jhad weighed were that
each applicant was (1) an Asigtie, and-{2) in illegal
oceupation of the premises where he was trading.
The Council was not entitled to decide an application
on those grounds, and in consequence the Council did
mot —exercise ity discretion om proper. lines. The
appeals would bg upheld, and the Couacil would be
ordered to grant & grocer's licence to each of the
appellante.—Rand Dagly Man., .

BOLSHEVISM IN INDIA

Thus the Natas Méroury :— : ‘

It has been known tor months past that there has
been ¢onsiderable unrest in India, and the years of
the war disturbancés emgineered by German agents
- were frequent. It was to be expected that Lenin and
Trotsky would tumn to this fruitful soil®to spread the
pernicions doctrines of Bolshevist, and they have
made apecial plans and established special seminaries
to inculeate their creed in India, It 2ftorded them a
fine opportinity to get in a back-handed biow at
Great Britain, which seems to be the 4.2/ oty of
thé¢ Moscow Government, -Fortunately the Indian
Governinént has been well posted with regard to all
~ these machinations, and has taken time by the fore-
lock and ccuntered them by diffusing the tzuth of the
whole propaganda améng the immense populatién,
-ltunow able to state thet the condition of affajrs
is much more bopeful thaa it was. It may be assumed
that the Bolshevist ideals would appeal onjy to the
“extremists of the Moslem and National Congresses,
and they themselves would also discover that if these
sociglist gchemes -were imported into India there
could be only one result—a gigantic revolution, India
18 less unfitted than Russia—if such could be pos-

f7 of 191qg° would have the effect of stopping
a

)

JIndia Office is reassuring to a certain degree there is:

\.
sible—for the dissemination of these anarchical ideas
since the great majority of her people are more igno-
rant of political institutions than the Russian moujik
who is familar with a2 kind of local government in the
Yemstovs. Suddenly to Bocd India with a creed that
all men are equal would break up the very foundations
on which India rests. The caste system would be

_destroyed at ope blow, and the semi-patriachal govern-

ment. of the Rajahs would be “abolished——changes for
which the Indian population is entirely unfitted and
unprepared. Though the communication. from the,

underlying the stalement an apprehension that the
trouble is not yet over. The Bolsheviks are proposing-
to invade Afghanistan, and have made an ipcursion
into Persia, which is all directed to: setting the* East
aflame. Why Lenin and his colleagues should be
so determined to destroy the British Empire it is
somewhat difficult to imagine, but they perhaps con-
sider they have received some  encouragement from
Mr. Gandhi and the Moslem Congress' resolutions
about the Purkish settlement, and coasider the hour
opportune for a great expansion of Bolshevist rule,
It is noteworthy, however, that in the last few weeks
the Indian leaders have been less appressive with
regard to the Turkish Sultanate, and it may be that
they have realised the danger, It is hoped that the
Indian delegation thet is proceeding to India on the
rice question will be carelul about their political
pronouncements, for the Indians in Natal, as a whole,
do not want Bolshevism in their Mother Country, and
do not want the British Government to be elimiated. .

A LADY PASSIVE RES{STER

EMPHATIC PROTEST AGAINST SIGNING SHOP
REcisTER

* Acase of cdnsiderable interest is repérted to have ™
come before the Barough Court last Friday in which

Ruth Fullam, a European young lady was charged with-
failing to sign the shop assistants’ register-- A fine

of 105, was imposed on accused—which she retused to

pay_and sai she would appeal against the Magistrate’s

decision,

The lady, who is employed by Messrs Williams,.
Huat & co., as a book-keeper, made a most amazing
statement belore the Court in which she said, she was
not a shop assistaat. Book-keepers did not come
within the meaning of th: Act under which she was
charged. Had it been so book-keepers could have
been specially mentioned. She could -not see why
book-keepers in a *selliog merchant’s” office - should
register, while book-keepers employed by a solicitor
should not. This was one-sided, .and one section of
book-keepers would be handicapped by the time limits.

** The term *shop assistant’ is known all over the
world to apply to those actually engaged in shop
work——that 15, the promotion of sales in 2 retail busi-
vess. In any other country in the world other thasg
South Alfrica the idea of calling book-keepers assistangs
would never have occured. It is like calling 2 magis-
trate a policeman on the contention that the former
15 to & certain extent connected with the police -forcs,
and has work to do in congection ‘therewith., 1 have
never given an account of my actions to anyoue. 1
njure 0o one, and cause no breach of the peace by
Dot signing the register, nor by working over-time, if -
it is my desirq to do so. I consider it an encroache
ment on private rights for a municipality to try and
coupell ove to sign a register, and more than an eq-
croachment_ou private tights .to €xpect any man or
woman 1o give reasons for abseniing himselt or hersel
from work, and to have the veracity of their statements
checked by & municipal Inspector. 1 cannot $ign any-
thing to my detriment. X am not aa hour-paid worker,
nor do I belong to a wnipn, - My preferments are
therelore only gained by a record of my work. My
books are my record, lnd if I cannot keen tham nn
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to date and in & proper manner within  working bours,
then it is up to me, 1 T am desirous of preferpent, to
work alter hours, either in the office or at - home,
While my work is left entirely tq my charge, a shop
atsistant has someone to supervise his actions during
the day. I coosider it a lorm of slavery. Those who
agree to sign 2 registerhave a continned menace over
them. In the event of 1heir forgetting to sign, they
run the Tisk of having to pay a fine. Because I kyow
-1 shall gtten forget to sign the register, and 1 am not
prepared to go on paying fines ad mfinitum, 1 refuse
40 sign the register. A register cannot be truthlulip
kept. I should need a diary to keep a proper record
of my working hoars. 1 -feel it is a degradation t¢
sign a book like that. It is not a thing for any- iotelli-
gent, educated, .or prograssive person to do. Recérds
of attendance are only suitable for the ignorant worker,
the slacker who on ac~ount of his bad work is unable
to hold his own, with his employer, and the waiker
desirous of being spoon-fed. My whale being rises
against such.a register. 1 have had ample timg to
Goosider the matter in all its bearings. I have been
warned of all the dive calamities which will be meted
out to me, copgequent on my not signing the register,
but I cannot go against my pringiples. % cannot con-
scientiously do so.™ '

‘HOW NATAL HAS BENEFITTED BY ASTATICS

(BY “ TANGLEY LANE " 1N THE * NaTAL MERCURY ")

A googd degl has been said, and bas yet ta be said,
copcerning Asiatic penetration inta commercial circles
ip the Transvaal aud other Provinegs of South Atfrica.

Ouve is boung tg admit that the Banian or Arab trader

does not—on-the gvidence go far adduced, and taking
ong's own observg;iqns as a guide—improve any
neighbourhqod where he setiles and thnives. Whether
he would do so if tieated pn an equalicy with other sub.
jects of thé realm—whether he would then rogard
‘himsall as a South Africen instead- of an Eastern agd-
venjurer in search of weal h—whether he would invest
his capital ia bis own neighbourhqod, and keep bis
gold in circulation at home instead of exporting it—
these are aspects ul the question which, I veature to
think, have not been argued to conglusion. But when
the question is that of the Indian or “coolie, * the
Agiatic labourer and producer, who has settled in
Natal, then the contention of the anti Asiatic agitators
that t‘:e caolie is a curse.becomes au outrage on fact.
What was it that made Natal the Gardep Cqlonya
Asiatic labour. What made it possible to produce
sugar, tea and baoanas ip Natal in marketable quanti-
ties? Asiatic labour. I woyld ask the Natalians who
only see the bad side of the Asigtic question (o draw
comparisons between their own Provipce and that of

e Cape, and especially to let their minds to go back

é_er,the.past thirty years That period covers most
of-the present writer'’s Scuth African experience. My
first cup of Natal tea was drunk at Messrs. Hullet's
stall at the Kimberley Exhibition (was that 189z ar
1803 ?), and I am convinced that had it not beep for
Agtatic labour that first cup would have been the last,
or, at any rate, that the.tea industry would have digd
out like many other enterprises started about the spme
time in other pusts of South Africa, but which gradusl:
ly dwindled away because, without a -cheap and abu-
ndant supply of-labour, the difficulties of carrying
them on were too great. -

I wonder how many thousands of white men have
been helped to competence jo Natal by means of the
banauna industry, and the money it brought to Durhap
and Maritz_burg in years when there.was not much
money coming from anywh-re else? Certainly the
living conditions of Europeans stl over Natil were
greatly ameliorated owing to the abundance of thiy

wholesome food. Let-plople who have lived in the .
Karoo or the Transvaal, or even the Eastarn Provioce
of the Cape, say if the plentitude of bananas in Natal
since about r895 bas mot caused a feeling of envy
amongst householders in lesa favaured parts of this
country, And-itisa great mistake to suppose that
the Nat | climate or the Natal soil deserve the credit
for the bananas—it is Asiatic labaur. Fhe finest part
of the eouniry, naturally, for. han.nas, is the.coast balt
irom St. John's to Grahamstown., Better, bigger, and
nicer banapas are grown alo g there even to-day than |
Durban can boast of, Why, thep; did not ths Cape
Province develap the banana indusiry? Because it
had no Asiatie labour,

. The same remark applies to pines. - | have not seen
anywhere in Natal pineapples to equal fur flavour aod
size those grown in Peddic and Albang districts. Of
late years pines from that oeighbourhood have found
theit way to the iolaud markets; but for at least
fifteen years Natal enjoyed practicaily a manopoly of
the supply of pines to the rest ot Suuth™ Africa. Many
a hundred nice choques from fruit dealers in Cape-
town, Kimberly and the Transvaal lound their way to
Natal—because Natal had the labour wherswith to grow
the pines, I well remember in the Y Grahamsiown
Journal, " edited by Mr, Josiah Stater, B.A., 4 series
of articles nearly thirty years ago, contending that
Bathurst and other coast districts—then at a very,
very low ebb—would become the most flourishing and
productive if only they had the cheap semiskilled,
reliable labour which the coolie furnishes. Mr. Slater
was right; but he had to endure the mortification of
seeing the districts populated by the descendants sl
the British Settlers remain in comparative * poverty,
neglect, and almost total unproductiveness so lar as
the fruits of the so0il were ‘concerned, while Natal
farged steadily ahead. Asiatic jabour did it—nothing
else,

And so with cotton. People talk to-day of Harding
and Port Shepstone and the South Coast, and the
possibilities of that region tor prowing cotton ; and
they are right. But as fine cotton country as has yat
been discoversd in the Union is that from Salem’
to Port St. John's, Cutton grows wild at Bathurst ; you
can alight from the Kowic train and githes it. ‘The
passibilities of the Eastern Coast of the Cape in this
capacity have been afirmed for forty years, and koown
pasitively for the past twenty years. Bot it is MNatal
that will graw cotton, and harvest it, and export it,
and wax rich upon it—because Natal has Asiatic
labour. ’

I have called Asiatic labour *cheap, semi-skilled -
and relisble.” That term ¥ semi-skilled " is a conces-
sion to white prejudice, _ Whea you contrast the labour
of the Asiatic with that of thé Native, that of the
former deserves to rank as " skilled ” in a high degree,
Does anyone suppose that Natives could gather tea
without gpilling it, or pack fruit without bruising it, or
cut sugar cane without getting tired? If he does
suppose 50, let him trivel the country and peer intg
thase districts and those factories where Cobonial in-
dustries flourish. From : leather to candles, from -
wagon aod wine' making to cuniy and confectionary,
they depend upon * coloured ¥ labour—aqot Native, -

Genoa, Juane 16.—An International Shipping Con-
ferepce has been inavgurated as g se.ction of the .
League of Nations. Twepty-five gouotries are repre-
sented, iocludipg Capada, India, angd Augtrglia. Thg
delegates also comprise a pumber of shipowners and
representatives of seamen’s unions.—Reuter.

W

A Reyter ielegram from Budspest repott that, the
Ministet of Justice has introduped 2 Bill in the Nation-
al Assembly providing lor cosporal pynithwment doe
male profiteexs, with & maximum of 25 strokes with
the birch.
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INDIANS ON TRAM CARS

The difficulties of Indians téavelling ia Tramcars, io

Durban, seem nevet to end. Only last week another
case has been reported in which a respectable Indian
Mr. Amod Mamoojee was charged with failing to
occupy the seat pointed out to him by the Tram ¢oD-
ductor. \
Mr. R, L. Goulding appeared for the glelence. He
sard the Tramway By-laws were published by the
Corporation under powers graoted to them by Section
26 of Ordinance 37 of tgos. The charge agaiost the
accused was that he refused to move from one.seat
to another, as iostructed by tbe conductor, thereby
contraveping a by-law which read :  * All persons shall
occupy such seats as the conductor 1o his _dxscretmu
may allot to them.” Mr. Gouldiog maintaived that
the Council had po power to make that by-law, as Bo
such right was graoted it by Ordinance 37 of 1908

The Prosecutor, Inspector Alexander, stated that
the Ordinance in question empowered the Council
to make by-laws regulating those travelling on the
tram car, and he contended that that also empo
them to regulate the seating of travellers.

Mr, Goulding was not of the same opinion, and
stated that the by-law uoder which the accused was
charged was wif2a gises. .

Mr. E. W. Baxter said that the powers given to the
Council were in very general terms,-but he did not
think the by-Jaw-under which the accused was charged
was wilra vires. The case was then adjourned,

e —————————

INDIANS IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA
CraiM To EQUAL TREATMENT

The following memorandum was submitted in April
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies by a depu-

tation under the auspices of the Indian Overseas.

Association, and including Indian. - delegates rom
East Africa :— i .-

In the year 1920 it might seem a work of superero-
\gation to insist upon the fact of the ancient associa
tion of India with the ‘Eastem Territories of the Afncan
Continent. The local Admipistration of the British
East Alrica Protectorate and His Majesty’s Govern-
ment should be fully aware of all the facts relating
to that association, but that they are in dapger of
being forgotten is ¢clear from Part t of the final Report
of the Economic Commission issued last year by the
Government of the East Alrica Protectorate. That
Commission was appointed by the Governor of the
Protectorate and wss presided over by a high officer
of the Administration. The Report was signed by
him in common with the other members of the Com-
mission, In Chapter 2 a historical survey of East
Africais given. It ig inecredible that the signatories
of this Report were ignorant of India’s historical con-
nection with these territories, yet the astonishing fact
remains that this chapter contains not a single refer-
ence to India or her people, and the only conclusion
that can properly be come to by a perusal of this
chapter, together with Chapter 7, is that the ommission
of any such reference was deliberate. 1t will be peces-
Sary at a later stage to revert to the allegations con-
tained in Chapter 7.

HisroricAL

Indian trade connection with Zanazibar and the
East Alrican Territories is almost pre-historic. It is
at any rate, upwards of three centuties old, and it is
notorious that since the middle of last centuty, from
the time of Lord Canning, British Indians and the
Government of India have takep a very active part in
extending British influence in East Alrica. It was
admi_tted before the Sanderson Committee, in 1910,
by Sir John Kirk, with probably an unequalled know.
ledge of the Protectorate, that “but ior the Indians
we (the British) should not be there now, It was en-

‘and labourers have emigrated to thi

i ugh being in possession of the influence ol
:;:::z tll::giai metclfnntsl:hat we were enabled to build-
up the influcpce that eventually resulted in our posi-
tion.” Oue of the main grounds sta_t{_:d for granting
the Royal Charter to the Imperial British East Africa
Company in 1888 by Queen Victoria was that it was
calculated to be advantageous to the « commercial
and other interests” ol the British Indians and _tha,t’
« the possession by a company of the East Coast line
would protect British Indian subjects from * being
compelled to reside and trade under the Government
and protection of Alien Powers.” In the early days
of the conquest and pacification ot the Protectorat
Indian soldiers bore a very honourable part, and thé
history of events in Natal at the outbreak of the Boer.
War was repeated when, at the beginning of the. late
World War, the timely help given .by India in men,
money, and material to East Africg’ saved the country
from complete destruction and its. occupation by the
German forces, The earliest trapsport facilities in
the Protctorate were provided by Indian contractors
and labour. The main factor in opening up- the in-
terior of the country was the construgtion of the Uga-
nda railway, entirely by Indian labow and surbodinate
stafl, under the most trying conditiods and with con-
siderable loss of life, Since then véry large numbers
of Indian traders, merchants, agridulturists, artisaos,
country at the
express invitation of the local Governeat, and relying
on justice and equal treatment unfer British rule.
This enterprising loyal, simple-living, d law-abiding:
Indian populatioo has rendered inyaligble service to
the country in its’ industrial and commer elop
ment, and has introduced into and bat l_nmted i it
very large sums of money in the eretion of large
numbers of substantial apd permanent byildings, com-
prising several streets and bazaars epti ly owned by
Indians, in the chief towns of the Proectorate and
also in Uganda. In his book, “ My Afritan Journey »

 (a journey undertaken by him as Undef §ecretary of

State for the Colonies), the Kt. Hon, Winstyn Churchil,

at present the Secretary of State for War, ¥rote: *It
is the Indian trader, who penetrating aund maintaining” -

himself in all sorts of places to which nolwhite man
counld go, or in which no white “waii colld earn a
living, has, more than avyone else, deviloped the
early beginnings of trade, ard opened the firat

slender means of communicaon. ” ¢

THE PrESENT PosITION

By far the greater proportion of the cléyical and
mechanical staf on the Uganda railway antl in its
workshops consists of Indians, and large numbers of
Indian clerks are employed in the Government} offices
and commerial houses. The erectior of bujjldings
throughout the country is carvied on by Indiah con-
tractors end artisans, and about 8o per cent bf. the
trade and commerce of the Protectorate is carrigd on
by Indians. The present European population ¢f the
Protectorate is said to be approximately six thoukand,
and includes a cousiderable proportion of offitials,
military, and missionaries. In 1917 slightly more {ths
one-half of the European population was actmally s
geged in the development of the Tountry. The pro-
portion to-day so engaged is belicved to be not very
much greater. The present Indian population of the
Protectorate is certatnly not less than 2¢ thousand,
and it is estimated that it is between 30 to 35 thousand.

It is thus clear that, apart from the pioneer character’
ot .Indian enterprise in East Africa, the Indian popu-:
lation of the Protectorate is consideralily greater than
the European. Its iovested capital is far greater, its
hold upon the trade and commerce of the Protectorate’
is four-fifths of the whole, and it pays a very much
larger proportion of the taxation of the country than
does the European population. No impartial observer
could fail to come to the conclusion that in all
essentials, including those of climate, the Protectorate
15, in fatt, apart‘from the native population, an Indian
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and got a European Colony. Indeed, Indian law is,
and was as a matter of course, administered in East
Africa. So distinguished and disioterested a traveller
as Dr. P. Chalmers Mitchell, in a despatch appearing
in Z%e Z#mes of March 16, 1920, says: “The remil
trade is almost wholly in the hands ot the Greeks,
as far as the Sudan, and to the South, .of Indians.
Indians and Japavese products are ousting Britisb....
The goods are adapted for local Europcan acd bpative

~fequirements......Iodians are rapidly gaining control
‘of the ivory, rides, and other markets. There are
branches of Indian banks in every centre.” Dr.
Mitchell, being a stranger, could not bave known the
Indian trade existed in the Protectorate generations
before any British goods were introduced.

EuRroPeRAN AND INDIAN RELATIONS

In spite, however, of their prior claims to considera-
tion at the hands of the authorities, due to their
pioneer work in the carrying of the products of modern
civilisaton to the barbarous and semi-barbarous peo-
ples of the country, and the vital and trading risks
indidental thereto, and notwithstanding their numerical
preponderance and the immensely superior proprotion
of private Indian capital invested in the country, the
Indian settlers did not adopt a _dog-in-the-manger
policy. They did not demand preferential treatment.
They did not demand European exclusion, nor did

they agitate for the imposition of disabilities npon

such Europeans as were already setiled or might be
allowed to settle in the Protectorate. On the con-
trary, they were not afraid of competition, and wel-
comed and were williog to co-operate on a basis of
equality with all new comers, whether Indian or Euro-
pean. Some prominent members ot the Indian Com-
munity even went out of their way to, recommend the
couotry for European settlemert as well a5~ Indian.. In
the early days of the British administration of the
Protectorate, the relations between the Indian-Com-
munity and the adwinistration were of a very friendly

character. ' The - Foreign Office, which at that time -

controlled the Administratiop, fully recognised the
tovaluable and indispensablé services rendered by
India and the Indian settlers. Shortly after the Boer
War, a number of malcootent Dutch settlers from
South Africa, dissatisfied with the conditions in the
peighbouring German Temitory, migrated to the
Protectorate, and eveptually settled in the atea known
as the * Highlands ” These settlers brought with
them the bitter South Afriacav racial ‘prejudice direct-
ed against coloured people and together with other
white-settlers, with experience of conditions in Sonth
Africz and other self-governing portions of bis Majesty’s
Dominions, but entirely igoorant of Iovdian traditions
and customs and of the earlier history of the Protecto-
rate, commenced an agitation  against the Indian
seftlers with the object eventusally of reducing them to
{5 same position ‘of inferiority as has been the un-
happy fate of their countrymen in South Africa. At

firs these efforts met with no sucess, to the great -

chagrin .ot :the white settlers, who pressed for the
transfer dnd the cootro} of -the administration from the
Foreign Office to the Colonial Office. His Majesty's
Indian subjects .in East Africa date their principal
trouble from the begining of Colonial Office adminis-
traton- in Hast Africa. Without endeavouring to
determine how far the Colonial Office was responsible

for the.  change, they uvevertheless believe: that a -

deliberate attempt was made at that time to alter the
whole character of the Admibistration—which, before
then, had been equitable and even-hsnded to afl
sections of the Community, but which there after,
under the growing influence of the South Adrican
immmigrants or other settlers having similar experience
in Eurdpean-controlled British Colonies, so as to -give
advantages and preferential treatment to the white
settlers under the pretext that the Protectorate should
come more and more under European influences in’
the interests of the native population.. ln Augpst

1907 the Land Board of the Protectorate recommend-
ed that Government land in certain specified areas
should not be aliotted to T¥ndians, but should be
reserved for Eurcpean settlement. In transmitting
the resolution to the then Secretary ot State, Lord
Elgin, the Commissioner of I.ands reminded him that
the claims of the Indian community could not be
lightly disregarded, seeing that they were in the
country long before Europeans had settled there, that
but for Indian labour the Uganda railway would never
have been copstructed, that moSt of the trading wealth
of the country was in the hands of the Indians, aund,
finaily, that Indians were British subjects. Un-
forwngtely, as had happened some months earlier in
the case ot Indians i South Africa, his Lordship did
not give to these powerful considerations the import-
ance that they merited. In a dispatch to the Governor,
dated March 18, 1908, Lord Elgin said: *With re-
gard to the granting ot laod to Indiams, it is not
consonant with views of his Mazjesty’'s Government
to impose legal restrictions on any section of the Indian
community, but, as a matter ot administrative con-
venience, grants should not be made to Indians in the

-upland areas.” It is submitted, in the first place,

that the rights and the well-being of bis Majesiy’s
Indian subjects ought never in a territory such as Bri-
tish Bast Africa to have been subordinated to mere
 administrauve convenience;” but, beyand that, it
is common knowledge that no question of * adminis-
trative couvepience” was at issue at that time, The
European settlers wishad to reserve the whole of the
uplands area, one of the bhealihiest and best parts of
the Protectorate, for themsevles. Not that they wished
themselves to develop the country. They relied and
still rely entirely upon pative labour for that pur-
pase; but they wished to live a life apar: from and out
of contact with the Indian community, and to reserve
for themselves the most favourably situated areas,
access to which has been made possible only by Indi-
an enterprise and labour. The departure from prin-
ciple on the flimsy grounds advanced by his Majesty's
Government was disastrous, and from that time the
Indian p-sition bas gradually gone trom bad to worse.
And whereas, in contrast #sith the reservation of the
upland area for exclusive white scttlement, it was
generally undersrood that the lowlands were to be
reserved for Indian settlement, it is significant anc
characteristic of the unfairness of the white settler
that they are to-day engaged in an endeavour to
secure the assent of the Colonial Office -an encroach-
ment upon the Lowlaond areas. -

When the war broke out the Indian community was
specially requested and loyally consented to abstain
from coprovercial agitation. Their copsent was ob-
tained on the understanding that such abstention was
to be reciprocal, Unfortunately, neither the Govem-
ment nor the European setilers abided by the agree-
‘ment. Racial differentiations of an admipistrative,
as well as of a legislative, character have tollowed 'fast,
until to-day ‘the situation is such as o agitate the
people of India, who are asking with the atmost an-
xiety whether the tragic history of the Indian popu-
lation of South Africa, f:r which, to very large extent,
they hold his Majesty’'s Government responsible, is to
be repeated *in East Africa, with farless possibility
of justification, and whete the administration is not
as in South Africa, that of a seli-governing Dominion
enjoying respousibls government, but of a Protectorate
directly controlied by-his Majesty’s Government, who
myst ‘bear the. foll responsibility- for all the conse-
quences of the-adoption and continuance of the
present racial policy which they have initiated or
permitted. Lot

THE EcONOMIC -COMMISSION

' ,%relerence was made above to Chapter of. the Re-
p" 7 of the Economic Commission. The Commission
~ pointed by the local Goveipment did not ioclude
& sibgle Indian representative, and by way of protest
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06 Indian evidence was tendeged, and practically no
evidence bearing upon the Indian situation was pro-
duced betore thé Commission. Yet in. that chapter
the Commissiop, without supporting testimgoy of any
kind, delivered ap attack vpon the commercial methods
apd the privale moralijy ot the Indian commuaity of
such character as it is impossible for any seli-respect-
- ig and high-spisited people for ope moment to toler-
ate. These ajlegations, of most oflensive type, have
been made with the very clear object of creating an
atmosphere of prejudice against the Indian sectien
uf the pppulaticn.  Europsan and Christian ciwilisa-
tion -has been deliberately invoked and cont_rasted‘ wilh
Eastern and nou-Christian civilisatian to the wdetnmgnt
of the latter gnd ip the alleged interests of -the pative
population, apd recommendations have beey made
that the Protectorate should ba treated, togetber with
ihe adjacent territories, as a Quasi-Dominion, apd that
power should be handed over to' the small _oligarchy
ut whiie seitlers, whose views peed no slucidation in
the light of the declaration on the Indian question of
the Convention of Associations -of East Africa (the
most important non official body of Europeans in the
country, which is often known as *“ The White Man's
Parliament ”), that their object was to change the
whole character of the country and its population by
the stoppage of Indiap immigration aad the gradual
climination of the Indian population. The [aodian
community bas fclt that such campaign, wadertaken
ostensibly ao behalf of the vative population, by the
white settlers, is hypocritical in the extreme, Those
who are best atquaipted with local copditions and
who cao read belween the lines of the proceedings of
the Convention of Associatioas and the Repost’ ol
the Economic Commissiop, are under po illusion as
 to tbe altruism of the motives of the European setilers.
{ To be continued)

' e
' THE HON. MR. PATEL ON THE HUNTER
REPORT

Interviewed by a represedtative of Jndia, the Hon:
Mr. Patel, General Secretary of the Indian "Natjonal
Congress and member of the Supreme Legislative
Council, who is in Eogland on special deputation,
said the Majority Report of the Hunter Committee
had gravely failed to do justice to the terrible dis-
closures contained in the evidence. “When the pub-
lic realise that the Report of the Committee appointed
by the National Congress to investigate the affair
contains disclosures of a still more terrible and ‘in-
credible pature, they will appreciate the grave effect
that such a lailure of justice will bave upon the people
of India.

* The Commwittee’s figdings, * said Mr. Patel, “show
General Dyer to have been guilty of willul murder,
And.we know that Sir Michael O'Dwyer as head of
the Guvernment expressiy approved ol what he did,
yet we are to be concerned with a mild censure of
Dyer and his removal trom bis command, while Sir
Michasl O'Dwyer is given'a handsome - testimonial by
the Government of Indiz. I this is to be the ‘gnd of

it, then you may say good-bye to all prospect of re-

conciliation in Indiy, This
ledia into 2 sscnnd Ireland.

Let the public here reflect upon what the psopls of
Judia bave suficred after their wagnificent aid to the
Empire in the War, Four years of severe Fepression
is followed by the passing of. the Rowlatt Act, after
which comes this terrible episude of Martial Law, with
its massacres, its acroplanes agd bombs, armoured
trains and machine-guos turoed wholesale oa innocent
and  guilty ulike; to say nothiog of the fag-
giogs, totures, aud inoumerable ciyelties ionflicted on
& whole population by a gang of militarisis out to
lesrorise the reople. As roaders of Jadia koow, the
Commitiee appuinted by the Congress heard 1,300

sert of thing will tura

T {
‘ nozp-official witnesses who were shut out by the Huoter

Committee, which heard ooly official evidence. The!
Congress Commitse have corsidered also the official
evidence and writien a egzlm and judical report. But
their disclouces of cruelty and torture inficted upon
men, women aod children are appalling. All - this
capnot be ignored. The British people must take
notice of it it there isto be peace and recanciliation
in India, These things have burnt deep intv the
hearts of the Indiaa people.’ ' B

The findings of the Majrity Report of the Hunser
Cornmittee are in most cases weak and inconclusivia
Their censuze for what they do condemn is lamentably
weak and they actually approve of the aeroplame
bombings and the armoured train ipcidents. But,,
since the Committee was the creature of the Govern.
ment of Iodia, whose own guilt and respoasibility was
in question, and this Majority Report is the production
of only the European members, two' of whom repre-
seated the civil and military authcrities, respectively,
who are-interested parties, what more could be ex-
pected? ' : .

It in the duty of Purliament to gverride these re-
grettably weak decisions. When the Government of
India condemns such of the excesses as it does, it
condemns itself, for it was responsible for them all.
It knew what was going on and isspite ©f repeated
appeals refused to intervene. It gave Sir Michael
O’Dwyer a blank cheque and put in his hands every
weapon of repression it could find, with the fullest
licence to use them. And when appealed to stop
some of the very thiogs it now condemns, it definitely
declined and, oo the contrary, strengthened the hands
of those who were doing them.

Sir Michael O'Dwyer's terrible responsibility is ig-
nored by the Majority Report. He not only expressly
approved of the Amritsar massacre but he ipitiated and
instigated and aided and zbetted most .of thege horrors.
He was responsible for handing over control to the
Millitary evea bufore Martlal l.aw was declared, He
scnt the aeroplanes to Gujranwalla; he was responsible
for the horrible armoured train episode, . _He was in
Lahore all the time directing and consulting with the
Martial Law officers. He selected and appointed the
Martial Law judges, whose proceedings were a travesty
of justice recalling the days of Jeffreys, He moved .
the Government of India for all the special powers to
do all these things, including the usheard-of step of -
making Martial Law retrospective and thus trying
people by Martial Law for things said and dope loog
bifore the disturbances took place, Sir Michael .
O'Dwyer must be helS responsible - and dealt with
accordingly. The civil authorities are seeking to
‘;make a scapegoat of Dyer. But they toa were culps- -

le. -

Lord Chelmsford must be recalled. That is the
first demand of the Congress and it has been endorsed
by meetings all over India. The Rowlatt Act must
be repealed, The guitty must be adequately cepsu
and properly punished. There mnst be reparation «of
the suftcters. The rights of Indians must be guara-
nteed for the future by Statute and the power of the
Viceroy to set up Martial Courts for the trial of civil
offcaces and to make Martial Law retrospective so as
to include things said or dope prior to any outbreak
of disorder must be taken away. }

If Parliament is not prepared to do- this straight
away, It must reopen the whole matter and have an .
mpartial investigation by a Royal Commission, or a
Parllgmentary Committee, which will ke into consi-
deration the damaing reports of the Congress Commi-
ttee and the Hunter Coqmittee Minority to be judged
along with the Hunter Majority Report. -

_The situatioa in India to-day is most critical. Any
failure to do adequate justice in this terrible mattor,

" ta repair the wrongs and sufferings inflicted on the

Indian people, so far as it can be humanly dope, will
hgve the most deplarable toisequences * -

EIT Y "
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DISTURBANCES IN INDIA Indla's Untouchable Salnta o 1o

‘ Aggressive Hindolim - - ° 4
Hu_nn:n CoMMITTEE'S ‘ REPORT Gokhale's Speeches - 6 3
Man FraTures oy MAJonmr REPORT Dadabhai Nsorofi's Specchos (3]
India dated May 28, publishes the main *featmes Vivckananda®s Speechos 49
of the Hunter Committee’s Report on the recent dis- King George’s Specches a3
turbances in India, which are as follows t-= Ten Famil Saints L&/
5. _Tue Oursreak Was NoT 4 RevoLution For India’s Uplift, by Annle Besant . 33
“ Nothing to show that the outbreak in the Punjab Specches on Indiae Questions, by Mr. Monta ae 3

- was a part of a pre-arranged cobspiracy to overthrow The Indian Demands, by G. A, Natesso - 33
¥ -the British Government.” But the Satyagraha Move- Commentary ob the Bhagavad Gita, by R, V. Khedkar ¢ 1

- ment amounted to an illegal consplracy against the

- Government, * »

2. OuTBrEAK NoT TREASONABLY CONNEC‘IED
™ 2 WITH AFGHAN WaAR .

" “We do not claim....... ...apything more than that

. the Amir took advantage of the troubles in India and
"that he had certain emissaries in India. *

3 Dver’s MassacrRe MiipLy CeNsurep

-« If the notice had been disregarded General Dyer
- would have been justified in friog on the crowd to
compel it to dlsperse In continuiog to fire for so

long, as he did, it appears to us that General Dyer
. commilted a grave error.

"4 Tug CrawLING ORDER CRITICISED

* An Act of humiliation, it bas continued to be a
source of bitterness and racial ill-feeling long after it
_ was recalled,

- 5. JoHNSON's TREATMENT OF LAHORE STUDENTS
“ Unnecessarily sevese, ”
6. MaARTIAL LMV

“The Authorities were Justlﬁed
Martial Law. The lepgth of time it remained opera-
tive is open to criticism. We find no reason for hold-

. .ing, or even: thinking, that undue harshnesa was adopt-

ed as a matter of policy. ¥

7- GUJRANWALA
"% Bombs invalyable. ¥
8. ARMOURED TRAIN AT SANGLA

Sri Ram Sud “ acted with promptitude and decision. ¥ -

BOOKS FOR SALE

To be obtained from the Zwdian Opixiom Press, Phoenix,

Natal. Postal Orders to be made payable at Durbmn.
We have just received the following books fiom Indis. The
- prices given include cost of pos,tuge_ -
Price post free 3. d.
FRIENDS OF INDIA Snn:ls :—Lord Meorley, Sir Wm,
Wedderburn, Rev. Dr, Miller, Sir Edwin Arnold, Lord
Hordinge, Chas. Bradlaugh, Edmund Burke, Lord
Minto, Sister Nivedita, Heory Fawcett, Jobn Bright,
A; O. Hume, Sir Heu:y Cotton, Lord Macaulxy and .

Lord Ripen. - -+ each o 7
Mr. Gandhi’s Speeches and Wnl!n 1806 to 1917 - 3 3
Mrs. Apnie Besant — A Sketch of her Life o ¥ -
Tales of Mariada Raman . o7
The Son-in.Law Abroad R
Maitreyi o 7
Tales of Raja Birbal o 7
Essentials of Hinduism I 13
Aspecls of the Vedanta r 8
Glimpses of the Oricent To.day, by Saint Nihal Singh 2 2
Indian Industrialand Economie-Problems, by Prof, Kale 3 3
Essays on Indian Ecoaomics, by I3 . 4 4
Sri Sankeracharya : *-‘,'."-.‘{- L 2 1% Y tray g}
Sn Rn.m ujacharya : H 1 74
' ‘National !duhsm, by Dr. Codmataswamy. 2 2}
The Indmn National Gongress, its Origin add Growth ¢ o
Kjahn Morley . 3 a3}
Sn Sankira's Select Works 33
The Life and Teachings of Buddhs 17
Sri Madhwachary:. |
- Yaishpavite Refqrmers of Indie- : ::

Ths Govornancs of Iodia, by Goviads D

in decl.;u'ing '

B1oGRAPHIES OF EMINENT INDIANS :—
Dadabhai Nactoji, Gopal Krishus Gokhale, Rablndra.
nath Tagore, M, K, Gandhi, Babwr Surendranath Bane
efjes, Budruddin Tyxbjf, Pundit Madan ‘Mohan Malv -
aviya, The Right Hon, Sayed Amir Ali, H. H, Shd

- Sayaji Rao Gaekwas, Sir Sayed Ahmed Kban, H. H
the Aga Ehan, Swami Rama Timath, V. Krishnaswami

" Aiynr, Kristo Das Pal, Dewan C. Raogachatlu, Rao.
Bahadur R, N, Mudholkar, W. C. Bonnerjes, A. M.

- Bose, Behramji M. Malabarl, Ravi Varma, Lala Lajpat
Rai, Kashipath Trimbok Telang, Swami Dayanand _
Samywati, Mrs. Sarofinl Naida, Swami Viegkanads,

" ‘Torm Dutt, Ishwar Chandar Vidyasager, Sir Salsr Jung,

© V. P. Madhava Rao, D, E. Wacha, Sri Rxmakrishna
Paramahamsa, Siv Pherozeshah Mehta, Rahhmtulls
Mohamed Saywni, Dy. Rash Behari Ghose, Nawab
Mobhsin-ul-Mulk, Sir C, Sankeran Nair, Lal Mohwn
Ghose, Raja Ram Mohan Roy : each o ¥
Peeps at Many Lands, with 12 coloared platey — Cay.

lon, Siam, Burms, Home Lifs ia Indis ek 3l
Bhagavad Gita — Mrs, Besant’s Translation 4 10
Nation Bdilding, by Annle Besant L
Warfare in Ancieat [ndla o7
New Indlan Tales . o7
The Story of the Rays snd Appaji - L ]
Tales of Komati Wit and Wisdom oy
Tales of Tennalirama oY

_Hinduism, by Dr. Barnett 19
Letters of John Chinaman I 9
Prince of India : by J. L. P. Erasmus - e 3
The Hon, Mr. Gokhale and the Indenture System ]
The Golden Number of “Indian Opinion™
Paper covers I e
Bound ip cloth s 6
Position of the Women in the Vedas e 3zt
Hindu Social Ideals, by P. J. Mehta e 7
M. K. Gandhi, » 4 7
The Story of the Ramayana, the Ep:c of Raria
A Study in Iodiao Economics by P. Bannerji 4 4
The Hon. Mr. Gokhale's Tour in South Africa :
~ Special Inptax Opixion Souvenir. I e
A Letter to a Hindu, oz the Sub;ectmn of India,
“jts Cause,and Cure, by Leo Tolstoy . 2 6
Fields, Factories and Workshops, by Prince
Kropotkin’ . — T 9
Unto ihis Last, . " 1 te
English Traits acd Representative Men, by
Emerson I1e
Society and Solitude and other Xasays, by-
Emerson 1 10
War and Peace, Vols 1, 2,and 3, by Tolstoy, each 1 10
- Reflections on the French Revolution, by Burke 3. e
" A Book—-and its Misnomer - 7

*. —

Pdnt ﬁ@h lal ll. Gmdhi at l’hlll; Se!pk-.
e‘i, = mnl. thldl. llid.
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