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NOTES

i SPECIAL telegram to the Nafas Mercury dated
r May 28, says:—At last night's meeting of
‘ . Springs Town Council a communieation was
received from the Transvaal Municipal Association,
asking whether the Council would be prepared to
agtee to pay a. proportionate share of the costs of
fighting Asiatic case in future. It was resolved, (says
the correspondent), that the Council agree to paya
share in. proportion to the European population,
. provided in every instance the Executive of the Mu:
uicipal Association be consulted  before any expe-
pditure is incurred and further provided that all
Municipalities who are members of the Association
agree similarly.

Y

We wonder whether these good people realize what
they are doing. Is it not a fact that there are Indian
ratepayers in those Transvaal towsn? And is it not alsp
& well-known. fact that they have no Municipal vote ?
And yet, koowing all this the Transvaal Municipal
Association coolly suggests to the various Municipali-
ties that they should carry on a campaign against
the Asiatic traders at the expense of the ratepayers.

--We would liken them to highwaymen who first
bind and gag their victims and then rob them. We
venture to say that the Municipalities are not acting
within their legal righits in thus extracting money from
an Asiatic trader's pocket where with to fight a case
against him. We hope that the British Indian As-
sociation will not allow this piece of impudence to
go on unchallenged,

;

During the course of debate in the House of As--

sembly, Mr. Boydell is reported to have asked the
Mipister of the Interior (1)mwhether he is aware that
intormation from Calcutta is to the eftect that there is
a record crop of rice now in India, and (2} will the
Minister cause inquiries to be made. as to available
supplies of rice in India, and urge that the preseat
embargo on the export of rice from fodia, now imposed
by the Indian Government, be removed as far as the
South African requirements are concerned.—

-In reply, the Minister said: (1) The answeris in
,the megative. In a recent telegraphic despatch re-
ceived from tbe Viceroy of India it ‘was stated that
owibg to the position of stocks and prices the Govern-
ment of India have decided that the existing embargo

must be maintained until the end of September. (2)°

Importers in the Union are obtaining as much rice as
we can reasonably hope.to get from Burma, and the
Rice Commission had been asked to allot the majority
of cargo now being iloaded to Natal importers. In
view of the reply to question No. 1z, the Government
does not contemplate takirg any [urther action at
- preseat.

' London, May 25.—The Zimes of India, Bombay,
states that while not attempting to disguise the iotense
soreness of the Moslems with reference to the Turkish

7

Peace Treaty, in which wany Hindus sympathise,
thoughtful men - are realising the danger of non-co-
operation with the Goveroment. One of the secre-
taries of the Khaliphate Committee bas resigned on the
ground that non-co-operation would be fatal-lor the
Moslem comwunity. It seems, says the paper, that
there is a tendency not to precipitate the matter, but
to await the formal conferences.—Reuter,

At -the Anpual Congress of the Natal Municipal
Association, held at Estcourt last week, the only out-
s'anding” item (says a newspaper feport) wasin con-
nection with the consolidation of the existing Laws
and Ordinances, Tmportant correspondence between
the Provincial Administration was read, indicating
that the matter was likely to be seriously tackled and
fisally disposed of at an early date. In this conpec-
-tion Mr. Bird was appointed by the Congress to prepare .
the Ordinance consolidating the laws.

1

* Our readers will doubtless recognise in the above
the % hardy annual” which we look forlard to year
by year. We wonder what disguise the measure to
diseniranchise the Indian Municipal ‘voter will take
. this time. Then there are the other questions such
as segregatioo, reservation of tram cars, footpiths, etc,,
which have again and again appeared in the draft
Consolidation Qrdinances. But we shall have to wait
for further developments and - possess our souls in
patience until the wise Man has completed bis work
as draughtsman. .

A correspondent writes to the Nafes Mércury and
says, regarding the Asiatic Commission’s recommend-
ation for the repatriation of Indians, that the result
will be that the financial resources of the Union will
be used to reduce the supply of labour which is
very much needed to develop the agricultural resources
of the country, This, of course, is true; but you
cannot have your cake and eat it. Those who are
anxious to get rid of Indians must take the dis-
advantavges along with the benefits. oo

The Manchestdr Guardian (states a Reuter telegrams .
says it is understood that Mr. Herbert Samuel has

accepted the 'post of Chief Commissioner in Palestine.
It iz also stated the authorities in Palestine have
appointéd a new council for the community of Jeru-
salem, with a Moslem President and a Jew vice.
president. The Council consists ol two Jews, two
Mahomedans and two Christians.

A mass meeting of the Indian community was held
at the Hindu Temple, South Coast Junction, on May
24, in order to consider the stéps to be takeo in regard

_to Iodian foodstaffs, which have been prohibited ex-
port from India. Mr. R. B. Chetty presided overa
large gathering of Indians. The Chairman, in a leogthy
speech, explained the the hardships and sufferingy
inflicted on the poorer sections of the community, and

suggested that prompt steps should be takea to remedy
matters. ~ |
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Mr. M. C. Naidoo, of Malvern, s uwgested that 2
delegation should be sent to the Ministry, and, it
necessary, to the Viceroy of [adia, to pl ige the mtters
before them, and on the motion of Mr, S. R. Pather
it was decided to send Messrs P. S. Aivar and M. C.
Naidvo to interview the Primz Ministe:
Minister of Finaoce in the matter. It was alsy le-
cided to appeal to Mr J. X. Merrimaa, Sir Thos.
Smartt, and Mr. Morris Alexander tor all th=z_ assist-
ance they caa give.

—_——
VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION

W HE Asiatic Ioquirgy Commission has quickly
made up its mind on the need of provision
being made for the return to Iadiz of those

Indians who have not, as Mr. Andrews put in his
pamphlet, “ made good” in this country. From the
evidence, given belore the Cowmission, it has been
" showno that a large number of [adians were przpared to
retura to Endia i# oaly facilities wer2 peavid-d. Itis
true that, under ths R2'i=f Act of tgrg, th: michinery
exists for this pirposs, hu, yeivg to th: war ¢:usig
a shortage of shipang, hudveds of Intins who were
quite willing to g> wer2 prev:tzd from diing o We
think the Crm nission s deaz wis Iy in m king the
recomm:ndation it s, It dsws, hue:ver, $2:m racher
extraordinary that th: Crmmisnion shull s ar off, by
making a racommandition o a matrer about whica i
professed 'to hive nothing ty do. A godd muy wit-

nesses urged upan the Com nissioa the, advisability of |

adopting the policy of voluntary repatriation; ani iy
was suggested that, in addition to the provision of free
passages, they should be givea: 2 sum of money also.

Probably more informatian.on. this important questioo

would have been forthcommg if the Comaissiopners
had been willing to listern. We recollect that when
Mr, West, in giving evidence before the Commission,
was referring to the lack of eacouragement given by the
Government to Indians to return under the Reliet Act,
Sir Jobn Lange said : * All'we have to deal with are
the questions of li‘ensiffg and land matters ; we have

nothing to do with this question of repatriation.” It

' ia, therefore, somewhat surprising to fiad the Commis-
sion making a strong recommendation oo this matter
its first business. However, we welcome such a step,
and we think it will b= a hooan to those who are anxious
to go but have hitherto been prevented from so doing.
We uote that the Commission recommends the ap
poiatment of an officiil (not connected with the Pro-
tector’s Department) to organise the retura of such
Indians as are prepared to go. This is a {rank admis-

sion that this Dzpartment is ool fitted to give protection™

and assistance to Iadizns when it is a matter which
detrimentally affects the employers. The recommenda-
tion that the returoiog Inditos shiuid be altowed to
take with them their legitimate savings in gold and
Jewellery is but right and fair. The embargn oun the
“ export ™ of gold has preveoted a larg: ‘owmber from
returning of late. [t was a quastion of losing at least
half, and in some cases the whole, of their saviogs ; in
the first instance by the exchange charges, and in the
Iatter by confiscation by the Government, We have not
. hesitated to desceibe this as robbery, pure and simple.
We are glad that the Commission agrees with us.
Having done so well in its recommendations, the Com-
mission might have added the gilt of 2 sum of maney

and thz

Bailey and the eighty thousand signatories to the
monster ati-Asiatie petition woull not mind a 1ttle
extra taxition to meet this, and w~ fzel that even Pndian
tax-psyers would not grudgs a tr fi: [ such a worthy
obj:ct.  We hop=, tharetors, that the Guvernment will
vote an amount suffizient for this purpose. We mast
not forget thit Me. C. F Aadcews was the first person
to realizz the wisdom of adoptiog a policy ol voluntary
repitriatior with compensation. It will bz no credit
to the Uaion Goverament if hé has t3 urge upon the
Goaveromeat of [ndia to vote mainey for the relief, of
those who leave this country akier making it rich vI Ny
their hard and, poorly-paid toil, - | N ~

i

THE INDIAN RIOTS
Hunter CoMMISSION'S REPORT,

§'mla, M2y 26 -—The report of the Hunter Com.-
mittee ‘an the dislurbinces in the Pajua> (says Rea-
ter), eonssts at a mijority report siged by-th: Eny-
fish @ moers, and a mmm Fy report sig 1:d oy thz
Lwdivrymsub rs

The report says that, exzept at J.liwnw tabagh, a'\d
‘in s v ril minar uculcn 5. b th tne Eaglish and Indi-
an mzmbers gen-paly agres 10 jis ipag th- prie
a1d niluary lur firng un the mob

‘Ta-y. agree in pronouseing unlawvourbly on G neral

[ Dyer's hmdlmg of the Juianwalibagn et g and

eeriatn of e wmartial lav o dars, and ex sacrate the
ladian G verament from all blame.

They d:ff:r regarding the na:ure of the disorders and
wisd »m nt daclaring mrial law,

The E:gl:sh m:mbers emphatically state that op=n .
rebzllion is the only suitable description of the dis-
turbances, but the [ndian membars obj <t torths term
as .implyisg an intention to turn_out the British
Government, which was, not the intention of the
rioters. .

The qullsh members tonsider that martial law
was justified, and describe the outbreak at Armitsar
as against the Goverament.

At every stage they criticise Ge neral Dy=r's conduct
at Jillianwalabagh on two grounds: (1) That he
orderzd the troops to fire without giving a warning ;
and (z) that he continued firing too long.

The Indian m:mbers srigmatisz Generst Dyers
nonduct as “ichuman ” and * unBritish. *

The report is supplemented by a dispatch from the
Indian Goveromeot, which considers that the order
to fire showed a miscongepiion of General Dyer's
du‘y, risuliing i the unnecessary loss of life. This
judgment was communicated to the Commanderin
Chiet in Iadia, with a requsst to toke appropriate
-actlon

The R:port accepts the view of the Administration
tha. martial law was marred by the misuse of power;
ihe irresponsible acts were due to i .experience, and
says the Governmant should take steps to prevent
any repetition

Archbishap Kenealy, of Simla, in'a letter to a Lon-
don newspaper, embutically justfizs ths action of the
military authorities in India, and declares that if the
present. tendency to mike a scapsgoat of the white
soldier succeeds, the military authorities in tuture will
hasitate to act, and that hesitation witl have conss-
quences which oo white man cares to conetmplate.—

TRIBUTE T¢ 51k MICHAEL O'DWYER

The dispatch of the Indian Goverament to Mr.
Montagu (Secreiary of State for India) appened to the
repatt of the Hunter Commission, pays a tribute fo
Sir Michael O'Dwyer, Licut. Gov rnor of the Punjib,
wh? has been tha suhj-ct of great criticism, and also
to other officers for their co Jdﬂ\.t in difficult circum-

to such persons leaving these shores, Surely Sir Abe j stances.
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The dispateh concluded by expressing great regret ]
at the sofferiogs resulting from the disturbances, and |

wjth 2 sokemn warning to the promoteres of the civil
disobedience movement which is calcuiated to lead
to the overthrow Of law.and drder, and was the chief
cause of _the_ outbreak. , ’

The Indian Goverament further reported that the
Commander-is-Chief in India dirccted General Dyer
to resign his appointment as Brigadier, and informed
him that he would not receive further employment in
India. Mr. Montagu, while recognising General Dyer's
honesty of purpose, hpproved of the decisioa.

Jalpwalabagh, meotioned in the report of the
Huiiter Commission, is the meeting place in  Armitsar,
the soldier fired on the demonstraters in April

“last’ year causing so great a sensation at the time.—

' :

. ' ASIATIC COMMISSION
lnrkmaft Rerort
- Vow-xf’mnv REPATRIATION OF ‘INDlAN‘S

Capetown, May a7 ‘(Reuter).-—The. _ Asiatio In-

quiry .Commissiop has presented ap interim report to-

the Government, asking for it 1o be given urgent con-
sideration, The interim report is as follows :—
+ Dariog the course of our inquiries strong evidence

has been led belore us, which teuds to show that there -

is at present, owing to the shortage of rice and other

causes, a considerable number ol Indians who, with .

their tamilies, would be prepared to returs to India
it opportunity were afforded them. We have also had
evidence lrom an iofluential Calcutta merchant, at
present on & visit to the U ion, who until tecently
was chairman of the Central Employment and Labout
Buard under the Goveroment of India, thay atthe
present time, owing o industrial development, the
labour supply in Iadia is ipsuificient to meet the de-
mands, and that good wages are beiog paid. The
evidence on these poiots is coofitmed by S t Benjimin
+ Robertson, and Mr. G. L. Corbett, the official repre-
gentative ol the Indian-Government.
“We, therefore, strongly recommend to your ex-
cellency tbat prompt steps be taken to provide the

necessary shippiug facilities, and to apooint an official |

well - acquainted with the Todian wnd and their
methods, to act in a sympathetic manper, aod to lay
before the Indians the advantages of immediately se-
turaing. to-India. ) . .

“ To main causes have hitherto militated against
the return of many Fadians, viz.: (r) The excessively
long time they are kept at the Durban depot awaiting
shipment, during which time they spend their avail-
able money in subsistence, snd are consequently
driven to re-entering employment to enable them to
provide for their fumilies and themselves; and (2)
‘the fact that they are not allowed to take’with them to
India their earnings in the shape of gold and their
jeweliery. l

©We, therefore, recommend immediate steps be
STfRen (a) to appoint ao official (not connected with
. the Protector's Dspartment) to
ot such Indians as are prepared to go: (b) to provide

frequent shipping tacilities at short iotervals; {(¢) to -
relax the restrictions on the export of gold in so far .

as-necessary in order to allow returning Indians to
take their legitimate savings and jewelery with them

to India; (d) to make provision, where necessary,
for enabling returning Indians and ' their familigs to |

reach their bome after arrival in India. :
« Evidence was given before the Commission that at
a meeting held at Darban during March last of
. Indians employed by the South Alrican Railways,
8o per cent. of those present expressed their wish
to returns to India, if assisted tHereto. We consider
that if action were taken by the Government in further-

ance of this desire on the part of their own employes, -

it would become widely known amoogst the Indians
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« rganisé the return -

wishing to return to India, and have a good result,
We {esl, too, that advantage should be taken of the
' presence of Sir Benjimin Robertson and Mr. Corbett,
in whom the Indian comwmunity have the utmost
confidence, xnd whose influence is consequently.great,
to obtain their assistance aod advice in initiating
the scheme which se bave recommended. "

- ‘

PRESS COMMENTS

Ox AsiaTic Conmyission’s REPORT

 The MNatal Adveraser has the foliowing leading
article in its issue of the 1st instant :—_

* It is somewhat difficult to understand what prompted
the Asiatic Inquiry Commission to issue an interim’
report urging the Government to give facilities for
toe voluntary repatriation of In _ians now liviog in this
country: The proposals the Commissioners put for-
ward are, of course perfectly sound. It is very
desirable that such Indians as want to return to their
Motherland shall be allowed, if not actually encouraged
to do so. We have urged this step many times in
these columpns. The Ruee. €. .F. Andrews, inthe
articles he wrote for the Adgerfiser during his recent
stay in South Africa, said wmuch the same thing.
Whatever steps may be taken herealter to solve the
Asiatic problem, they must be prelaced by a wholly
_amicable effort to meet the reasooable wishes of those.
who are only ptevented from returning to India by lack
rof means.. ’ : ) '

. But this does not explain how the Asiatic Commis-
sion came to present this interim report, or to make
recommendations entirely oitside the scope of their
_inquiry. : ' .

After giving the terms of reference of the Com-
misston the article goes-on to say :—~None of these
terms of refcrence has anything to do with the repat-
riation of Asiatics, nor was the Commission empowered
10 collect evidence on the question of the desirability
.of repatriating, voluntarily, or otherwise, the Indian
populstion of the country. Ie ihe main, it is not

2 good thiog that a Commission make recommend-
ations outside the scope of their terms. By doing so,
the impression i§ provoked that the Commissioners
on the Asiatic question; and whether
! they have or have pot, their prestige is not likely to be
heightened by the issue ol an urgency report that
distinetly discloses the Comamission’s Yeadiness to help
the Asiatic out of South Alfrica, whether or rot the
latter is an asset to the economic life of the couniry. -

We are constrained to voice this note of protest
because already a number of people in our midst are
feeling apprehensive that the Guveroment, by actiog
on the Commission’s recommendation, may send away
from this cututry labour that is essential to its qvellv
beiog. “The men we waot out of the couptry,”
say these critics in alarm, “are the Arab traders, gnd
not the peaceabls, ivoffensive, hard-working coolie .”
The protest is just the sort we have been waiting for.
! Over and over again it has been pointed out in, these
columns that the agtation in South Africa against the
Asiatic is an agitation inspired wholly by the white
trader agaiost the brown trader.- The ethics of civil-
isation have very littie to do with the matter. The
! feud is not @ blood feud. It isa shopkeeping one,
. Mow that the Asiatic Commission suggests calmly
a way by whigh the oumbers of Asiatics ip the country
| can be reduced, the note of alarm is being sounded, ;

“Vou mustn't touch A : he is cheap enloured labour:
but you cught to take B, because he is an underselling,
shopkeeping parasite. * Colour—the clash of civil-
jsations—has apparently nothing to do with the case.
We fancy that, if the Asiatic Commission continue
alopg the lines they have s0 tar followed, they will
.soon burn their fingures with the gentlemen who
recently signed the mionster anti-Asiattc petition that
was presented to Parliament, For their souly’ good

;" have. “ views "

|
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they will be better advised in sticking to the terms
of reletence submitted to them at the time they were
appointed. '

The Rand Darly AMadl, (Johannesburg), comments
thus op the subject ;=

‘Tt probably came as a $urprise to most people to
-hear that 2 pumber of Inuians want to leave South.
Adrica, but fvund obstacles placed ia their way. Such,.
however, is the statement made by the Asiatic Inquiry
Commission in an ioterim report. The investigations
of the Commissioners showed that ¢“a considerable
number of Indians” and their families would willingly
-be repatriated “gwing to the shortage of rice and other
causes.” It was added that 8¢ per cent. of the In-
dians employed on the railways wished to return to
India. In Javuary, :grg, there were 2,422 Indians
in the ewmploy of the South African Railways., so that
apparently some eighteen hundred ladians from that
source alone would like to get away. The Commis-
sioners say that two main causes have *‘ipillitated
against the return of many Indians.” Obe has been
the excessive delay in Durban waiting for a ship, the
time wasted being sometimes so long that the men
spend all their morey on food and lodging and have
to start work again. The other has been the embargo
on the expurt of gold, which prevents them taking
their savings away with them ia the shape of gold and
jewellery. ;

The Commission urges the Government to take
prompt action in cvercoming, the obstacles mentioned.
Public opinion in this part of the Union at least will
back up the recommendation. Every possible facility
should be placed in the way of Indians who feel that
they could do better in India than jo South Africa.
In tact the public on this side would be prepared to
see the Government spend some money on providing
cheap passages, or on helping Indians to reach their
owa districts from an Indian port, Atthe 1911 census
there were found to be 141,791 Asiatics in the Union
‘of whom rouphly 86,000 were born in Indiz and
63,000 in South Africa, Amongst the South African
born Indians there is probably no strong desiré to

leave. Even if they speak an Indian tongue they do

not know the country or its ways, and are regared very
* much as strangers. In the case of the Indian bom
. there may well be many who would like to go back.
Probably they have not done as well financially as they
expected to in this country, whilst they find that since
they left wages have risen sharply in India and there is
plenty of work to be had. The Union Government
certainly ought to encourage the repatriation ‘move-
ment, and we shall be surprised indeed if it does not
fall in at once with the suggestions of the Commission,

Thus the S?ar (Johannesburg) 1= ’ .
* The interim report of the Asiatic Inquiry Commis-
sion may be commended specially to the notice of the
 South Airican League” and other associations and
individuals who are ansious to get rid of the Indian
at all costs—even at the cost of good faith. They
will be agrecably surprised to learn that large bodies
of Indians are keep to return to their pative land—
pace the often intemperate allegations that Asiatics

are flocking to the Union and digging their hands

deep in the vitals of the country’s trade. We hope
these gcod people will also observe thap the Indian
finds difficulty in leaving our shores and that the
Commission is anxious that facilities should be in-
creased. Well, bere is a capital chance “for the anti--

Asiatic party to prove its sincerily in what is generally -

the most convincing way. That is to say, if the
. Government is unable to expedite the departure of
Indians desiting to betake themselves somewhat East
of Suez, voluntary effort might well step in and show
the problem to be solvable in terms of £s. d. The
“ relaxMtion of restriction on the export of goldis
another matter, but here too the South African

League cin show that it is sincere. For it should
stand to reason that if the Iodian is not to be permit-
ted to invest in property, etc., in the Union, he should
at least be permitted to take away with him the money
he has legitimately saved. Opponents of the Iladian
are far too proae to pratest alternately that the Ingian
is getting an economic grip on the country of his °
“residence—and sometimes of his birth—by investing
in property and that he is sending too great a part of
his earnings overeseas. To give immediate effect to
the interim recommendations .of the Commission
seems-to us a wise policy in the 'interests of all con-
cerned. . ’ .

ALL-INDIA HOME RULE LEAGUE -
Mg. GaxpEI ELECTED PRESIDENT

Mr. M. K, Gapdhi who has accepted the office of
the President of the All-Jodia Home Rule League,
has addressed the following letter to the members
of the League. N

It is a2 distinct departure from the even tenour of
.my lite for me to belong to an organisation that is
purely and frankly political. But, after careful deli-
beration and consultation with friends, I have joined"
the All-India Home Rule League and accepted the
office of its President. Some friends whom I con-
sulted told me that I should not join any political
orgapisation and that if I did, I would lose the posi-
tiop of splendid isolation I enjoy at present. I
confess that this caution bad considerable weight with
me. At the same time I felt tbat it I was accepted
by the League as 1 was I should be wrong in not in-
deatifying myself with an organisation that I could
utilize for the advancement of causes in which I had
specialised and the metbods, “which experience has
shown me, are attended with quicker and better results
than those that are usually adopted. Before joining -
the League I.'endeavoured to ascertain the opinion
of those who were outside the Presidency and with
whom I had not the privilege to come ia such close
contact as with co-workers in the Bombay Presidency.
The causes referred to by me are Swadeshi,, Hindu-
Moslem Unity with special reference to Khilafat, the
acceptance of Hindustani as the lingua franca and
a linguistic redistribution of the paovision. 1 would
engage the League, if 1 can -carry the members with
me, in these activities so that they occupy the largest
part of the pation’s time and attention.

No PaxTv ORGANISATION

I freely confess that reforms take a secondary place
in any scheme of national re-organisation. For I feel
that the activities chosen by me if they could but
absorb national energy would bring about all the re-
forms that the most ardent Extremist can ever desire,
and so far as the desirability of getting full Sel-
Government at the earliest possible moment is con-
cerned I yield to no onein my desire to haster our
progress ‘and it is, because I feel that the progress
towards Sel{-Goveromeot can be best accelerated by
developing the activities I have mentioned that<3 "
keep them in the forefront of the national programme.
I ,shall not treat the All-lndiz Home Rule League as
a party organisation in any sense of the term. I
belong to no party and I wish to belong to none here-
after. I am aware that the constitution of the League
requires it to help the Congress but I do not consider
the Coneress as!a party organisation even as the Bri-
tish Parliament, though it contains all parties angd has
one party or other dominatirg it from time to time,
is' ‘pot a party .organisation., I shall venture to hope
that all parties will cherish the Congress.as a national
organisation providiog a platform for all parties to
appeal to the nation with a view to moulding its
policy and I would*endeavour so to mould the policy
of the League as to make the Congress retain its

non-party national character,
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THE METHODS

This brings me to my methods. I believe that it
is possible to introduce uncompromising truth and
honesty in the political life of the couatry, whilst I
would not expect the League to foliow me in my
civil disobedience wethods, I would strain every

nerve to iake truth and wvon-violence accepted in |

‘all ,our national activities, Then we shall cease to
fear or distrust Goverament and their measures. I
do not wish, however, to develop the theme any further,
but I would rather let time solve the maby questions
that must arise from the bold statement I have bere
“made, My purpose just mow is not to demonstrate
the propriety ot my action or the trath of the policy
hergfim adumberated but to take the members of the
‘League into my confidence and to invite their criticism
of the programme herein set forth and any suggestion
they may wish to make for the advancement and the
welfare of the League, ‘

THE ASIATIC QUESTION
ANALYSIS OF VITAL PROBLEM
(By C. F. ANDREWS)
VII

Great coalusion of thought bas arisen‘in South Afri-
ca from mixing up the © Segregation ” argument with
that of African pative * Reserves” or# Territories.”
The * segregation ” argument, starting from this point,
is carried triumphantly to the conclusion, that, to se-
gregate Indians in “locations” will be just as ad-
vantageous as the formation ot African “ reserves " has
already proved to be. But the anology is entirely falla-
cious, and the argument, therefore, is false. A ‘re-

serve is a whole country—sometimes far' larger than

the -British Isles—in which self-government, political
as well:as sotial, can be exercised without restraint.

Race segregation, on the “location” principle, is the

attempt to set up artificial barriers between man and
man in the same country, among those living side by
side. The policy of racesegregation with regard to

the Indian is frankly and bluatly selfish. Itisnot -

concerned with any bencfit to the Indian; it does not
consider the Indian’s feelings at all. It is simply'the
Ghetto policy of the Mid ile Ages revived, because of

.the racial dislike to the Indian, in South Africa, in the

Twentieth Century. It is openly racial and openly sel-
- fish. )
Tue Jews IN THE MIDDLE AGES
Every reader who has studied carefully the historical
* writings of the Old Testament is cognisant that the
.Jews were origipally an open-handed a.md‘ geuerous-
hearted people, whose hospitality was lavish in its kind-

“uess, and who cared little or nothing for material

wealth and monetary gain, gompared with the keeping
of the high moral precepts of the Law, Life among
the Hebrews was not narrow, but many-3ided and full.
ahg-' produced ope of the greatest literatures in the

Aworld and were the originators of some of the world’s ]

‘Tupblest thofights. Qut of their midst come the loog
array of prophets of righteousness and mercy which
ended in Christ Himselt. . .

Yet this same Hebrew people, in the Middle Ages
in Furope, when forced to live in locations, cut off
from all healthy intermixture with the ruliog race, when
refused every right of citizenship, when bapished trom
the Universities aud Schools and compelled to live 1n
ignorance, when forced to fawn and cringe, to flatter
and bribe, in order to retain wbat slender protection
was left to them, when shut out trom every avenue of
livelihood except those of money-lending and money-
making—this same Hebrew people, who, before, had

" been so noble, became the type of that unloveable
figure of Shylock, which Shakespeare has drawn 1D the
* Merchant of Venice.” : .

Not only did they thus become degrad:d themselves,
on account of this inhuman segregatipn, but what.is
still more sigoificant, they degraded the English race
which persecuted them. We find everywherc increas-
ing in the Middle Ages among the Eanplish those hor-
rors of inflamed superstition aovd racial hate which
were directly caused by this policy of segregation prac-
tised agaiast the Jews. .

~ TrE CHANGE ¥ MoRrDEN Times

It took our stubborn and unyielding Anglo-Saxon
character five hundred yeirs to bend the knee and
conless to Nature that such things were cgaiost ber
laws. Before any such confession was mnde, all kinds
of desperate measutes were taken. Complete segre-
gation was tried but this only led to a more rapid
multiplication ,0f the Jewish progeny. In the end,
Natureg had her own way. Th: Jews could pot be
Banished, exterminated, or segrrgated, Their families
were too prolific. Only whea the who'e Ghetto policy
was reverse 1, and more humane methods were adopted,
did this excessive Jewish birth-rate decline.

Nature was saying silently all the while. “ You
should try to understand.” But oniy after centuries of
extreme misery zad humiliation was she.altowed to
have her way. .

The old characteristics of the * Ghetto” period
could ot be obliterated in a day, and the Hebrew race
in England basnot even yet lost all the paneful marks
of the past. But, on the other hand, since the segre-
gation policy has been changed to ihat of assimilation,
the intellectual and spiritual genius ol the Hebrew
race has blossomed out atresh, in music and poetry,
in. art and religion, Their new gifi to humanity has-
been incalculably precious ‘ '

THE INDIAN ANOLOGY

The Indian in South Airica,-espgeially in the Trans-
vaal, has always been face to face with the danger of
the * Ghetto,” so great has been the prejudice against
him. Had it not been for tne libera! policy of Cecil
Rbodes, which has dominated the Cape, and the pro-
lonzed suffering -of the passive resistance struggle,
under -the leadership of Mr. M. K. Gandh), race-segre-
gation might have become long ag. the order of the
day. High statesmanship has saved the situation up

_till now. :

Yet, even as matters stand, there has been 2 kind of
personal racial segregaiion guing on caused by personal
European dislike. ‘Lhis is isolating the Indian more
and more, and closing him round with an impuipable
wall of race prejudice, bwilt up against him. There is
the ever-pressing danger, that this may, at any moment,
become pulpably fixed by racial legislasion.

It s useless to charge Indians, in these circum-
stances, with being monsy-makers and profiteers.
Like the Jews in the Middle Ages, they have been
driven, more and more, into this oné groove, and bave

" been prevented from living the larger life of citezen-

ship. They are outlanders and aliens and outcasts.
What more is left open to them but to live*and mulri-
ply and make money?

I have lived in India now for sixteen years—not in
European houses, but among the Indian people them-
selves. I cao astert, with absolute confidence, that
this preseat absorption, among Iudians here in South
Africa, of all the faculties in moucy-migsing, is un-
natural. It is as contrary to the Indian natore as it
was contrary to that of the Jews ot Medieval Europe.
11 has been forced upon them by the narrow circum-
stances in whichb they live, the nannow sutlosk ou life,
which alone iz left open, aud the warrow personal
treatment, which is their daily experience. Like the
Jewish race, the Indians themselves are highly gifted.
Their intellectual power is of a first-rate order.- Yet.
in the circumstances in which their lives are now being
passed, this nobler side of their nhture has become
pititully stuated, while busisess (¢ends more and more
to occupy their thoughts.

(Lo be Continued)
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ANALYSIS OF THL ANTI-ASIATIC
PETITION

The monster petition praying for reliet fvom the
Asiatic wmenace, presenied to the House ol Assembly
by Sir Abe Bailey, member for Krugersdorp, bore
85,333 signatures. Sipce the preseawation of the pe-
tition and aditional thousand signatures have reached
the South Africans’ League, the promoters of the
petition. An analysis of ibe signatutes reveals its very
representative character, oo

The budies signing in & corporate capacity included
no lewer than 28 Municipalnies, alén 25 branches of
the South Atricaus' League, six Chamoers of Com-
merce, five trade unions, six School Buards, and 11
Fuarmers' Assuciations, Amorg the elecrores were 33
candidates fur electinh to Parliament, 27 clergyme,
and 10,897 signatures were given on e Roef ard
to Pretorta g the day of the general eliction,

Trade dnions subscribed 50,144 signatures, South
Africans’ League branches 11,354, and larmers in 209
districts and sub-districts 7,134, Boksburg conuri-
buted 2,4¢9 signa‘ures, and Krugersdorp 1,317,

The subscrnibing Municipalities, 28 in puaber, are, -

with the single exception of Prctoria, very inclusive,
They are : Johannesburg, Brakpan, Buksburg, Springs,

Germiston, Roodepoort, Pictersburg, Potchefstroom, :

Klerksdorp, Am-rsfor rt, Amsterdam, Rail:ur, Caroli-

na, Ermelo, Cbhristisna, E'sburp, Louis Irichardt,
Lydeoburg, Pt Rewef, Ruostenburg, Srendenion,
Middlcburg, Veaersdorp, Vereeriging, Volksrast, |

Wolmaranstad, and Z:eiust. The Chamners of Com-
merce represented in liwe petition are: Lydecburg,
Ermelo, Ventersdorp, Krugersdorp, Standerton, and
Middlcburg. :

Tre industrial workers are represented by the
‘8.A.M.W.U.; the South Alr.can Tndustrial Federatiun,
and other Labour bodies.—Natal Mereusy.

PRESS ACT IN INDIA
Mz. GanpHi oN TEE NEw LEra

Under the auspices ot the Press Association of In-
dia 2 public mecting was held at Bombay with Sir
Narayan Chandvarkar in the chair to ask lor the repeal
of the Press Act and the extension ot amaes:y to all
presess and newspapers.

Mr. Gaodhi moved the principal resolution which
rait thus:—

“That this public mecting ot the citizens of
Bombay held under the auspices of tae Press Associar
tion of India prays Guvernmént lor the repeal of the
Indian Press Act on the ground (1) the priociple and
policy of the Act are not only coatrary to the spirit
aod tradition of the British, but as experience has
proved increase the prejudice against Government
making the remedy worse than the disease, (2) the re-
peal.of the Act will further .be in fultilment of the
policy of trust and co-operation inaugurated by His -
Majesty’s gracious proclumation of December 1919
and (3) repeal will complete in &2 marked manner the
Libéral pelicy already adopted by Gavernment by the
removal of the restrictions ‘imposed on cerain news-
papers under the Act. This public mecting also
appeals to the sensc of natiooal duty of Indian journal-
ists to rise to the occasion ot the new era and realize
fully that the era will throw on it greater responsibility
‘than heretolore in inspiriog all classes of people ia In-
dia with the spirit of mutual co-operation, harmony
and ordered progress, while learlessly and with dignity
vpholding the people’s cause and representing their
wrongs And advanciog the cause of cobstitutional bree-
dom and Indian naticoalily,” . .

Speaking in vernacular in support of the resolution
Mr. Gandhi said that the repeal of the Press Act and
the ‘removal of the order against Mr. Hornimae shotld
go together, The Bombay public would not _b;vq{ )

- . i

T

L
P
|
b
i

. statement

the repeal of the Act without Mr. Horniman's return,
The speaker did not sgree with all the views of Mr,
Horniman, Ta his ¢pinion the language Mr. Horni-
man used Wwas suited to the west and not to the enst,
but he adwmired his work “and did vot wish 1o see
his liberty tsken away. . )

The resolution :was seconded by M. R. Jayakar i
an able speech and supported by Mr. C. S. Deoie and
carried, ’

Os the motion of Mr. G. K. Déodhar the mreeting’
next adopted a resolution -cunveying thavks to the
Bimbay Government for cancelling securities in the
case of & majsrity of presses and newspapers and fe-
questing that similar action might be taken in the tew
remaiming cases of the kind. Ry

Mr. K. Natrajin then moved a resolutioh requgsting
the Bunb y G vernment to remove the restricordin
the way of Me. B. G. Herniman's returning to 1ndia ag
a measure of jusiice in consobance with the terms of
the Royal Proclamation, ‘ o

The motion was eeconded by Mr.
carried. o

It was resolved to torward the ‘copies of the first and
secend resolutions 1o the Secretary of State and the
Viceroy and 4 copy ‘of the thuad resolution to the
Government of Bombay. i -

Mr. C. Mndy, Sécretary of the Press Association,

| ‘Tayabji and

: read at the meeting a nomber ol messages of sympathy
L and support from amo'g others- Mr. Kasturiranga

Iyenger. Mr. C. Vyayaraghacachariar, Mr. Rargaswnami,

i lyenger, Mr. Rumsnand Chatterjes, Mr. Knapsrde,

Lalz J1jpat Rai and Mr. Jinnab.

A

MR. GANDHI'S STATEMENT

SATYAGRAHA EXPLAINED \

The following is the text of Mr. Gandhi’s writtcn
presented to the Huater Committee at
Ahmedabad — L o

For the past 3o years l have been preaching and
practising Satyagraba. The priaciple of Satygraha, a5
1 know it to-day, constitute gradual evolstion.

Satyagraba diffcrs trom ‘passive resistance as North
Pole frum South. .The latter has been tonvinced as
a weapon of the weak and does irot txclude the use of
physical force or violeace for the purpose of gaining
onc’s &nd, whereas the former has been conceived as
a weapon of-the strongest and excludes the use of
viclence in ary shape or lorm. ) ' .

The term Satyagraha was coined by me in South

‘Africa to express the force that the Indians here used

tor full eight yeafs, and it wat coined in order .to
distinguish the movement then goiog on in the Usited
Kingdum and South Atrica under the name of passive
resistance, ) ‘ ‘
Tts root meaning is holding on to trith, hence truth-
force. 1 bave also called it love-force or soul-force. in
the application of Sotyagraha, I discovered in the
eurlies: stages- that pursuit of truth did not-admit of
violence beiog imported i 6pe’s opponent, ‘but thist
he must ‘be won from érror by patience and sympzjapy,
for, Which appeirs to be truthto the bne may-appear
to._be emror to the other, Aad -patiéhce means self—
suffring.  So the doctrine ‘¢ane to aitan vindicatidn
of truth oot by infl.ction of sufleting on the opponert,
but on oac's self. ' . -
But on the politicdt field the'struggle on behzli of
the people mostly consizts in &pposing error in'the -
shape -0l unjust laws. When $0@ have faiied to bfig

- error home to the law-giver by ‘way'of petitions #nd tie

like, the only remedy open to you, il you do wish to

submit to error, is to compel him by physical force t&

yield to you or by suffering in y>te own person by ih-

viting the penalty 'fir the breach of ihe lawv. Heoct

Satyagraha largely sppeals to the public as civil dis-

obedieiice or ‘¢ivil’ resistadce, Tt is civil fi the seose
R L{SO I
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that it is not criminal. The law-breaker breaks the i bound to disregard this order, aud I proceeded on my

law surreptitiously and, tries to avoid the penalty; not
so the civil resister. He evidently obeys the laws of
the State to’'which he belongs not -out ot fear of the
sanctions, bul because he considers them to be good
for the welfare of society. But there come occasions,
.generally rare, when he considers. certain laws to be so
urjust as to reoder obedience to them a dishonour.
He then wopenely and civilly breaks fhem and quietly
suffers the peoaly of their breach, And in orderto
register his protest against the action of the law-givers
it is open to him to withdraw his co-operation krom
the.State by disobeying such other laws whose breach
" dges not involve moral trpitnde
);'ﬁu my opinion, the beauty and efficacy of Satyagraha
e so great and‘the-doctrige so simple that itcan be
“‘preached even 10 children. It was preached by me to

* thousands ol men, women and boys commonly called .

intdentured <£udiapa with excellent resulis.
Rowparr BiLLs

When the Rowlatt BiLis were published 1 felt that |

they were so restrictive ot human liberty that they must
. be resisted to the utaost. § observed, too, that the
opposition to them was universal among Indians. 1

subniit that no State, however despotic, has-right to |-

enect laws which are repugnant to the whole body of
the people, much less a government guided by con-
stitution-1 usage and precedeot, such as the lndian
Government, I felt, 100, that the oncoming agitation

needed a definite direction if it was peither to collapse -

por‘to run-nto violeot chaonels, '

1 ventured therefore to present Satyagraha to the
country, emphasising its civil resistance aspet. And as
it is purely an inward and purifying tonic I sopgested
the observance of fast, prayer and suspension of all work
for one day, Apnl 6. There was a magnificent res-
ponse throughout the length and breadth of Iodia,
even in little willages, aithough there was no.organisa-
tion and no great previous p:eparation. The idea was

" given to ‘the -pu’bt'rc as soon as it was conceived, Oun
April 6 there was\.no violence used by the people and

. b0 collision withthe police worth- naming. The bartal
was purely voluntary and spontaneous. 1 attach here-
‘to the letter in which the idea was announced.

-THE “ ARREST.”

~ The observance of April 6 was to be follovfed by
civil disobedience. For the purpose the Committee ot
the Satyagrabe Sabba had selected certain laws for dis-
obedience. And we commenced the distribution of
prohibited literature of a pertectly bealthy type,e g, 2
pamphlet written by me oo Home Rule, .a translatiob
of Ruskin's * Unto this Last,” and Defence znd
Peath-ot Socrates. ” N .
3 But there is no doubt that April 6 found India
ditalised as never before. The pecple who were fear-
stricken ceased to fear authority, Moreover, ihitherto
the masses had lain inert. The leaders had ot really

" acted upon them. They were undisciplined. They
had found & new force, but they did not. koow what it
was and how to use it. . .

‘At Delhi the \eaders found it 8ifficult to restraiv the
very large mumber -of people who had remained uo-
moved before, At Amritsar Mr.-Salyapal was. anxions
that I should go thereand show to the’ people the
pesoginl nature of Satyagrah. Swami Sh!-add‘hanaudjx-.

" from. Delbi and.Dr. Satyapal from Amritsar wrote to
toe askiog ‘me 16 go (o their f jpeciive places “lor’
. pagilying the pegple: and tor epplaining to them the-
nature of Satyagiaba. I had never been to Awmvitsar,
and'for thit matter to the Punjab, belore.” These two~
messages wete seen bythe ._sm%'orities and they knew,
that { was invited to both the places for peaceful pur-
ifes. SR Sl -
- ¥ 1 Jeft Bombay for Delhi angd .the Punjab 00 April ;8
and had telegraphed to Dr. Satyapal, whom 1 had pever
" met ‘before, to meét me :at Delbi. But gft.er pssingr
Matira 1 was served with sn order prohibiting me Jrom
etering the provioce of Delbi. - I felt that 1 was
x ’ o 1 <

o

journey. At Palwal I was served with an order pro-
| hibiting me from entering the Punjab and confivse me
! to the Bombay Presidency. Aond I was arrested by a
| party ot police aod taken off the train at that station.
The Superintendent of the Pulice who arrested me act~
ed with every courtesy. '] was taken to Muttra by the
first available train and thence by goods train early in
the moroing to Siwai Madhupur, where ! joined the
Bombay mail Irom Peshawar and was taken charge of
by Superintendent Bowriog, 1 was discharged at Bom-
bay ob April 10. .
But the peopte at Ahmedabad aud Viramgaum and
in Gujerat gemerally had heard of my arrest., They
‘became furious, shops were closed, crowds gathered,
and murder, arson, pillage, wire:cutting, And attemipt
at derailment followed.—( * Zemes of India,” )
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