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| NOTES

. Y the time this journal is :in the hands of our

readers the Asiatic Inquity Commission will

- have finished its work so far as the taking of

. evidence in public is' concerned.” People who have

not given evidence are invited by the Commission to

send their suggestions in writing to the Secretary when
they will receive consideration by thé Commission.
. . - -0 - - )

“There is a qriiies.pr'ead‘ feeling among the Indian T

Community that the abrupt closing of the public sit-
tings ‘of the Commission .i3 unfair, We understand
. that 2 great many witiesses have not had ao opportu-
nity. The public were Jed to believe that the Com-
. mission would return to.Durban after visiting Maritz-
burg and Dundee, The Chairman himself said, on
the opening day in Durban, that they would do so if ne-
cessary. - ' oD | i
We were therefore surprised to find thit it had been

suddenly decided to refuse further evidénce after Satur-
- day last in Durban. Mr. West fixed an appointment

with the Secretary on Friday for him to be heard on |

. Monday at 1o & m. Then, it appears, a letter was
posted, bearing Sunday’s postmark, informing him that
no further evidence would be heard but that a written

. statement could be put in. T i

This letter was not received by Mr. West before
appeariog at the Commission to give evidence, Ha
therefore protested at the action of the Secretary and

. appealed to the Chairman, who also said the time for
hearing evidence was closed. Mr. West declined to
hand iv his.statement as suggested and passed for a
heariog which was evidently granted. _
Mr. Donll, on behalf of the Durban Committee of

the South African National Indian Congress, asked

that he might have the opportunity of addressing the

- Commission but his request was refused. Mr. Doull

-- pointed out the unfairness of allowing Capt. Blackwell
to occupy some hours in arguing the case for the
South Africans’ League that day in Durban. But the
Commission said it did not want any more facts or
drguments. Mr. Doull said that half of their-witnesses
had not yet given  evidence but the Commission ounly
replied that it was their fault for not coming in time.

". »rIn regard. to the charge that witnesses were sluggish

4o makipg appointments, we are afraid, it is only too

** Yrues . But it is human nature to delay, and the public

- were under the impression that the Commission would
return to hear further evidence at Durban, There
would have beer no cause for complaint if thie Com-
mission bad plainly stated at the opening session that
the evidence must a!l be completed within a week.

The Islam Society (London) have passed a strongly
worded resolution,, (says Jndia,) protesting against the
occupation by the Allies of the sacrad seat of the
Caliphate in defiance of Moslem religious feeling and
the terms of the Armistice. The resolution further
protests against the use of Moslem {soldiers against
their own Caliph, thereby degrading them. Thejre-
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solution also dencunces the dismissal ‘and arest o
certain Turkish Mioisters and am Imperial Ottoman

.prince “in defiance of all laws known to mavkind, "

. ROBBING THE POOR
E do not pretend to understand all the subtle
W intricacies of the gold and exchange ques-
tions, but our sense of what is right is out-
raged by what is happening at the Port of Durban.
The artificial restriction of the _exportation of gold
coin is responsible for the springing up of a lucrative
illicit business in which Indiane as well as Buropeans

" are said to be replicated. This will aiways happen

where artificial barriers are set up. We do not wish to
detend those engaged in this profitable though risky
business. But whilst we unhesitatingly condemo all
breaches -of the law, we must say that the confiscation
of gold ornaments worn by- returning ex-indentured
Indians is past the limit. The Protector of Indian
Immigrants, in .giving evidence before the Asiatic
‘lnquiry Commission, gave the information, in reply to

.4 question, that the customs officials weat on board a

ghip just prior to sailing and confiscated the jewellery
ot ‘the Indian women, Among them was s woman
who was wearing two bracelets, valvedat £r350, and
these were taken away from her. She proceeded to
Iodia, leaving what no doubt was her life’s savings be-

hind, Sualyaction ' may. be considered very smart
work on the of officizls but we have no hesitation

in saying that it is robbery pure and simple. The

- robbers are' not the officials, who are merely carrying

out instructions, but the Goverament. The law itselt-
ot the section dealing with the gold exportat ion—is a
temporary measure which may be ia force to-day and
withdrawn to-morrow.. At the worst, this woman had
melted gold coin into jewellery so that she might take

_it away with her. In her ignorance she thought that

she would surely be allowed to take away that which-
belonged to her. It was a reasonable desire on hex
patt and morally she was fully eatitled to take away
her own gold. But the law knows nothing about
human feeling and the Goveroment apparently care
not a wrap that the poor half-starved people, after
toiling to make others rich, should go back to [udia
penniless. This crime—if crime it be—of taking
that which rightly belongs to one is a modem in-
vention. How can thege very igoorant people under-
stand such things when those who are educated do
pot? We would go o far as to say that the Cabinet -
themselves could not with one voice honestly say that
this crime is really a crime or whether the prohibition
of the export of gold has good or evil results, We
have seen it stated on high authority that the best way
to relieve the economic strain and financial embarrass-
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ment now existing throughout the world owing to the
late war is to actually encourage the free expurt of
gold to India. Who is right? What scems right now
will most likely soon be proved wrong. In the wean-
time are the Government still going to feece these
poor people of their hard earniogs? We thiok the
time has come to make a protest. Let the Indian

community itform the Goveroment, by public reso-
lutions, that, whilst condemuing in the strongest pos-

sible texms the illicit exportation of gold.for the pur-
pose of gain, it deplores the heartlessness ot depriving
poor Indian Immigrants of gold which rightly belongs
to them, _ ‘ :

THE ASIATIC COMMISSION
SITTINGS IN D‘unn,m

Weduesday 28th,

The Asiatic Commissign resuméd its session in the
Native High Court, Dutban, thi$ miotnitg, in the pre-
sence Ot 4 largé gdtberldg of Indians abd other io-
terested spactators. '

Mr. P. 5. Aiyar appeared as spokesman of 2 deputd-
tion representing the Indians of South Coast Junction,
Malvern, Springfield and sursoundiog places, and the
Indian Market Stallholders’ and Squatrers” Asso-
ciation. - There was alsv a requisition gigned by 2 oua-
ber ot tepresentabive Indians .in Dutban. The speaker
put in a lengthy typéwsitten docmmnent. : P

Below are the main poiots of the statement : —

For a period of over half a century, Natal had re-
ceived a large humber of Indian imimigrants who were
induced to come in order to develop the .country and
to cblonise and dettle 11 the Provinzé on the strength

of ‘a proclamation issued in 1843 by Her Majesty’s

Goveroment, to the effect that: * There shall not be'

in the eye of the law agy distinetion or disqualification

whatever founded upon mere distinction of colour, origin,
language or creed, bat that the protection of the law in
letter and iis Substance shall be extendid impartially to
all alike.” At the time whén the introdaction of Indi-
an labour was decided upon,, the coualry was at a
standstill, for want of & steady labour supply. European
settlers in Natal were face to face with impending ruin
of their industries if no reliable labour supply . was
fothcoming. Therefore after mature conisderation the
Natal Goverbment décided to invite Indian irhii-
granty friom IYodid. The Europeans seeing the in-
dispensable ddture of the In@ian and his descendants
in the development &f this country persvaded them to,
rentain in the colony.  The advent of Indians.in Natal
was not due to their own initiative but owing to repeat-
ed Solicitations or the part of Europeatis, Owing to
objéctions rasied at the large inBux of Indians moie
than once Indian |mmigration wis suspended. An
experiment was made to utilise a1l available nagive la-
bour, the result being that the scheme failed and CLOps.
rotted on the ground, Despite the acknowledged merit

of the Indian a3 a worker nd Agriculturist as well as a .

pioneer in the devéloptent of the tountry, attetmpts
were, time After hime, tidd¥ to lower the status of the
Indian at well as to restiict his rights. Indian labour
saved Natal from finapcial ambarrassment and brought
prosperity to Europeaps. - .

Thé statement quoted from' the statistiéal year book
to show that prior to the advett of the Indian fittle was
doné in agricultare, comibertial and industrial develop-
ment of the country,

Many pages were devoted to the contention that the
presence of Indians was beneficial to the country and
had enriched the Europesus. * One-paragraph stated :
“"The bogey of Asiatic competition i$ more illasionary
than real, 4hd in truth it may be satuly assested that
She alleged penetration 6f Asiaties is & plausible excise
for the exploitation of the meagre earnings of the

poor defenceless wage-earning class with a view to ob-
taining a.monopoly of the whole trade into the hands
of a cosmopulitan section of the community who have
earned a uaique reputation for profiteeriog in recent
times, and it is therefore apparent that the whole affair
is an artificial agitation bolstered up by some pérson. »

It was trade jealousy on the part of a section of the
European population combined with rice antipathy
that ‘had culminated in the unceasing out.ry againts
the Indian community.

In view of the services rendered by the Indian com-
munity for the development of Natal in many directions
(including services during the war), the document ton-
cluded by asking that the present system of the dcqurisiz
tion of landed property be retained unaltered, and thak;
the tradiug rights of thé édmtmunity be placed vn &
sound* just ahd equitable basis. ' e

The thairmdtt daid the commission was much obliged
for the Statemient, which was very clear and compre-
hensivé, aod required édrelul study, They did wot
want to ask questions uYon it, beyond the one or two
already put as they would have to go Jhrough it very
carefully. ’ : \

Boroucu lacensine Orricer’s Evibence |

The next wiltiess was Colonel G. Molyneux, Borough
Licensing Offizer, and tia fold the Commistion that
the Asiaticowned iroperty in Durbay av March 3r,
igz0, Was valued at £859,218, and that ddring the
past two years, up to the samne date, property to the

value of £285,000 had been transferr:@ ftom Eu-

ropeans to Asiatics. Continuing, C lonel Molynetix
said that several Indians had applied for trading li-
cences in-areas of the towsd which were reg'aﬁieﬁ as
European zreas. Most of the Asiatic traders lived on
or near their business premises, with the exceptibn ot
wealthy traders, who had private residences, jonie out-
side the Borough and others in thé Bordugh. There
were indicationd that the Asidtic Was gradually be-
coming dotted about amoagst the Eurnpein residents
ol the town, There were several lndtinces of Asiatics

| baving purchased Eorop®an® propurty on the Berea,

for licerices to trade in the Borough 4ll had to comis
before him, with the exception of agents’ licences,
which were applied tor to the Magistrate.

Mr. Baxter: And it is it your disciétion to grant a
licence or not ? '

Witness : Hardly as completely as that. Th: iaw
lays down that th: Licensing Officer shall use his dis-
cretion in'graoting or refusing a licence, but thére is &n
appea] to the Durban Town Council  The positi m is
this: When Law 18 of 1897 was passed, eertain pro-
visions were put in. Thers wasa clhse (Section 7)
under which it was required that an Indias must be
able ta keep bpoks in the English labgusge. As soon
as_this matter wgs brought befure the Court, undbr a

Answeridg My Bixter, witbess siaged that applicants

- subsequent Act the Court laid it down that, and it is

now aon established law, a man oe¢d aot be able to
keep his own books, but that he need only employ a
book-keeper. The whole tendency of the Courts Has
been to water down this Act. _The purpose of the Act
was to keep Indians ouf, but the Courts held that ig |
thi€ particuldr idéldhce [t was sufficient for an Mdian™
td havk His book kept, so that thal section df the iaﬁ.;
bas™ becolne ihoperdtive, becduse & man need not be
able to keep soks himsell.  Theb thé appeal from my,
decidion i§ 1o the Town Colincil, dnd with every wish
t3 $peak with due delerehte tv the Town Cou eil, and
with every respect, they are not a good couri oi appeal,
because they really do not inderstand the functions of
the court of appeal. - They practically revtry the case
when it coines before them rather thih derling With
the appeal in the ordidary way. Each individuil
councilor endearours lo imagine himself in toy cHair
in the first instarice, and Whether ba would of would
not have come to thé same decision, and if He thioks
not, then he teverses my decision, They do not realisé
that the discretion iy vested in me, and not ih them.
3
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There are eighteen councillors; we rarely get a full
meetiog, 2od the councillors are constantly changing,
and they do dat underitand the lav.  Even the liwyers
practising in the Courts who appearcd betore the
Couneil vn these appeals, gdd:d Colonel Molyneux,
never koo which way thi cat would jump, and al-
though the Council is compised of an extremely
honourable body of gentlemen, they are simply mot
competeat 1o sit as 2 court nf appeal, The law also
laid down that the premises sought to be licansed
must be sanitary, and if they were not, and the appli-
cany could not keep the books, then he could not get
a licence; o premises thdt were unfit could be licensed
apd. 1o such a case it was uot in his (witness') discre-

-"gsn at all. Witneds weat on to explain that enly in
es of refusals to renew a licence were appeals taken

to the Supreme Court. When he gave his decision on
ao application, he decided to the bést of hig ability
whether the applicant ought to have a licence; whether
the premises were fit and the locality suitable He
thought only in two cases nad the Supeem= C rurt inter-

fered with the decisiona of the Durban Licensiog |

Officer in regard to appeals on repewals.

Mr. Baxter: In practice, do ycu use your discretion
a8 to whether an Asiatic should trade in a certain
street or area, or not7 -

Witness : Oh; certainly. Thare is another liw deal-
ing with this, Ocdinance i1, of 19xr, which requirss
that the Liceosing Officer shall be satisfied as to the
situation ol the premises generally. A

Aty Asiatics refused licences merely because they
are Asiatics P—No, | da npt gosofarasthat I do
all T cin tn resitict Asiatic licesaces, ani of they ake
valid reasons they are refused. 1 should nas grant an
Asiatic licence in West Street, to give an extteme ig-
stance, so readily as in. Grey 3Strect or Commereial
Road. o '

Do you take into considetation whether there are suffi-
cient licenc:e?—No, I am not allowed to according to
the law. : _

The Chairman (Sir Johaudes ‘Lfoge) : Would you
refuse a licence in West Streetto an As‘atic #~—Ves,
because of the sitvation and because it is entirely Ed-
ropean.

And because it is not a suitable quarter for an Asiatic
licence 2-—Ves, | ! B

My Baxter: Has that ever beea appealed against in
thy Supreme Court—We have bud very few appeals
in yhe Supreme Court. .

Auswering Mr. Holmeyr, witness suid there was no
sugh thing as a transfer ot a businzss from a person to

‘anather person; that would be a new application, A
transter was ooly in regard to movem:nt from one
place ta another place; there would. not bs ad appeal

in the Courts except where liceaces had once existed.

) RECOMMENDATIONS .
The Chdirtnan : Have you any recummeadations far
the alteration of the law?—VYes.« Ithink mysell that
io place of the present Town Council dealing with
Yappeals tha Council should be given power to delegate

its Jegal funclion to a board in the same way that the,’
licences are -dealt with, ‘Th= Liquor Licensing

4,

‘li‘ﬂlor
&i’fd coosists of three geutlemen appointed by the

buricil, not wecessarily Councillors, although an the
présenit Licensli'ug Board there are two Councillors.
THese genilémen would b:come specialised in the
work, and would at ledst be a far more satisiactory
Coutt of appeil ta all conceraed. .
~ Mr, Baxter: Would you suggest that the less muni-
cipalﬂieé have to do with licensing the better /—I do
not say that. Were that my opinion, I shouid keep it
to mysell. Witness weit on to state that he thought
the Licensing Couift should be appointed by the Town
Council in the same way as the Liquor Licehsihg
Board. .

Answerinig Colonel Wylie, witness said that anyone
who wishéd could object to applications for new li-
_teticdd which hid to be ddvertised, bur so lar as his

INDIAN OPINION

experience had gone it was Asiatits who midinly opposed
other Asiatic ‘applications, probably ont of 4 sense of
commerc.al rivalry,

In the second place, witness suggestéd as 4 remedy
for the present position the repesl of Act 22 of rgog
(the Appeal Law). If they established a good Board
they coyld do away with the appeal tn the Coutt.
He would make the matter pure’lg admibistrative and
not legal; at the present time it was quasi-legal, and
no one knew where he was. ' -

The Chairman: Could you refuse a licence betange
you thought it undesirable on the ground that the
applicant was an Asiatic?—No, you would have to
find some better than that. :

But you say you would not grant a licence to an
Asiatic in West Street, because he was an Indian.

Witness: I should not say that exactly. I should
cover it up to a certain extent. [he law required that
he should give bis reasoas.

Asked tor fucther snggestions for the present pdsi-
tion, Col. Molyoneux siid he would sefuse to issue any
new licence to trade, but would deal fairly with exists
‘ing licences. Ta his mind, it they wers to 1 mit the
licedces to existing peaple they would eventually elimi.
nate further trouble. The only way to.arriva at a satis-
factory conclusion was to adopt this pracedure. He
would allow present liqence§ to continue so long asthe
trader wanted to trade, and he would provide that in
case of death or insolvency the licence Lipsed. At least,
il new licences were to be granted, he would oot aliow
insolveots ta take out a new licence tor. a period of at
1:ast five years, He did not thiok that & mag should
be allowed to get such a vested interest that he could
go on Indefinitely, There were 3 oumber ot so-callad
Arab traders in Durban who were uot British sub-
jecis ; they came from Zsnzibar and the East Coast,
aad he wouid dot give these men the sime rights as
British Indians. He would give the British Indian pre-
ference just in the same way as be would give a Bri-
tisher preterence over a Frenchman or Getman. The
best way to deal withi the question “if licefices were to
be granted was to have Asiatic areas, and if the Asiatic
continued his objection to locations they shoul
create Curopean locations ; he, for one, would go into
it. They should recogpise the exiéting rights of the
Asiatics and proclaim certain parts of the Berea excle.
sively European. He also suggested that thdy should
proclaim special areas for European trade as well as
for residential purposes. By this medns they would
gradually eliminate the Asiatic ; it wpuld not be in aur
time, but it would come. The Asiatic was undesirable

- HeE Was UNDESIRABLE,

-in trade, dnd because the civilisatjon of the Europeans
and the Asiatic codld nof exist side by sids. He coa-
sidered the Wages Bodrdd should apply equally to the
Asiatics as t6 Europeiind ih regdrd to waged, and that.
inducement should Ve held ot td the Asiatic vo gg
back to Indix. If that were done hie was sure that g
large pumber of Indians would return. They should »
ba given free passage ard mohetaty inducenent and
crimital$ and, indigett Asiaties should ba sent back,
The Colonialborn Indiah did fi6t belong to this
countsy any mote than,the Indidn-boro Indian ; thej
were both as much représented by Sir Bebjamin
Robertson, and when the Colonial Io@ian had #n
grievances he ran to India with it. He did not thin
corpulsory repatriation way leasible, and he did bot
think segregation was possible owing to their vist nuits-
bers; but he would segregate the Europein. He
maintained that he had dope what lie éould to curéil
Asiatic licences in Durban, and that the [adians knew
perfectly well his attitude, He had always been perfeé-
tly fraok with them on this matter and also regarding
his policy.

The Chairman :
do not say it. ]
Col Molyneus: I say it. .

They do it in other places, but they

. Witness was asked sevetal questions by Mr. Doull,
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and in' the course of his answers he added that the
same laws and requirements applied to European aod
Asiatic. Provided premises and conditions were suit-
able, a European was seldom refused a licence; it was
granted as a matter of’ course, whereas Indians were
refused as a2 matter of course, if the application
were a new one. If a limited liability company con-
sisting of Indians were to apply, his policy would be to
refuse the application. ’

Mr. Doull: On the ground that the sharcholders
were Asiatics. .

Witness: 1 should have to some other ground than
that. If there were no grounds it would have to be
granted, but it would be my policy to refuse it if any
_reasonable ground could be found.

Thursday zgth.
PrINCIPAL IMMIGRATION OFFIQER_’S
EvIDENCE,

Owing to the non-appearance of an important witness
in the forenoon, the sitting of the Commission took
place in the afternoon. |

Mr. Godfrey W. Dick, Principal Immigration Res-
triction Officer, was the first witness in the afternoon,
and put atabulated statement giving returns of Indians
who had arrived at this port irom rgeé to 1919, ex-
clusive of indentured Iondians, who came under the
supervizion of the Pretector of' Indian Immigrants.
Witness said that these returns were complete to the
best of his Department’s knowlédge and betief, so far
as the port of Durban was concerned, but there was a
certain amount of leakage from other directions into
Natal—for instance,” from Delagoa Bay over the Natal
border. Inspite of the vigilince of the officials on the
Natal border, there was an influx of from 20 to 50 In-
dians annually which came to his Departments know-
ledge from the fact that they bad subsequeatly to re-
patriate them, but there werg probably several more
cases of which they had no knowledge. ,

The Chairman: Can you suggest aaything with a
view -to remedy this state of affairs P—Not unless you
can bring the Portuguese authorities tnto line. -1 do
not suppose the Portuguese want them there.

_ The Chairman: On the ¢ontrary, we have had evi-
dence that the Portuguese welcome them there,

Sir Benjamin Robeértson: They welcome the mer-
chants. .

Col. Wylie: I thiok there was a man in Beira or
Delagoa Bay who was educating the Indians up to the
extent of being able to sign their names in order to get
them over the Transvaal border.—~No, the Transvaal

* Registration Law protects them against anything of
that sort. Thep' make for Natal rather. They are
principally Indians ot the hawker class. ‘

Witness was questioned by the Commission in re- .

gard to the state of the past and present law as regards
- .Indians landing in South Africa, and the qualifications
.necesary. ' )

" The Chairman: Is it'a fact, as we " have heard,
that Indians are ¢ pouring into” the Transvaal ?—I do
not think that is correct, unless at some of the larger
ceotres, and in any case they do not come via Natal,
We have a check here upon every Indian who tries to
enter South Africa at this port. Witness went on to
say that many of the Colonial-born Indians went over-
sea for a trip to India, but they always came back to
South Africa, and in his opinion lew Indians who left
South Africa did so with the intention of remaining

away permanently, ooly in cases where death super-

vesed and preyented them from returning,

Witness, in response 1o a request by the chairman,
offered to furnish the Commission with some further
statistics and intormation which might be of use, bat,
being unprepared to give evidence, and not having
gone into the matter cazefully, he declined to give ex-

pression to any personal opinion on other aspects of
the Indian problem, .

_Friday 1st.
STATEMENT OF DURBAN INDIANS

The main enidence given to-day before the Commis-
sion was that of the Durban Committee of the South
African National Indian Congress, Mr. Doull who -
acted on behalf of the Committee read a statement
which opened with the following onservation :—

That so long as the Indian was satisfied to remain a
labourer, toiling in the cane fields, he was welcomed
as a colonist and looked upop as an asset to the
country. He has, in eBect, been frequently referred
to as the “saviour of Natal,” but wheo, having tafth-
fully cirried out the terms of his indenture, he aspiré
to something greater for his children than a lif:%
virtual slavery such as his had been, when, having toil’ "
ed and saved out of his meagre earnings sufficient to
purchase a small plot of land, and in some cases to
give his children a mere elementary education, ard
they then sought employment in other spheres affect-
iog what is known as “working class "~—then this utility
vanished 2nd he was proclaimed a grave public danger.
It would asppear that the hostility against Asiatics to-

"day is chiefly directed against Indian traders. A very
. large percentage of the licences applied for by Indians

has been refused, and the sole reason for such refusal
is that the applicant was an Astatic. There have been
various applications and appeals to the Supreme Court
against decisions refusing licences, which to some ex-
tent illustrate the method of administration of the Act.
After quoting cases, the statement proceeded : While
we freely admit that licensing authorities should have
some power to refuse the issve of licences, we think
that the grounds of refusal should be specially laid
down, and in such a manner that there can be no-
differentiation in administration between different
sections of the community. It has been said that our
right to trade is ousting the European storekeeper, and
the reasons alleged are- our 'mode of living, the low
wages w epay, and our consequent ability to undet-sell
European merchants, To deal with this complaint it
1s necessary first of all to explain the position of
affairs so far ‘as they relate to the labouring
classes (Coloured, Indian and Native). The over-
whelming bulk of these classes. of labourers are in the
employ of Europeacs, who exploit them to the utmost,
and who pay them more than is sufficient to provide
them with a bare existence, even when they are able
to purchase in the lowest possible market. The labour-
ers are not fully organised into unions, and conse-
quently are uoable to protect themselves against ex-
ploitation. In the country districts and in certain
portions of Durban practicaily all the customers of In-
dian traders are labourers. Many thousznds of them
are living on the verge of starvation, and we venture to
assert that were it pot for Indian traders, many of these
labburers would be unable to obtain even the neces-
saries of life, In some parts of Durban there are Io-
dian traders who carry .on business principally with
Europeans, To these traders the allegation of low
wages to servants and low mode of liviog has no {ound-
ation. We would point out that it is only within vﬁ
recent times that a minimum standard of wages wa
fixed for European assistants, and we venture to ass
that prior thereto Indian shop assistants were equally
as well paid as European, and the difference i the
present rate of pay between Europeans and Indians is
oot sufficient to show a very meterial difference in the .
working costs, -and does not account for the European
dealing with these traders. The real reason is thatthe
Indian trader is satisfied with a reasonable margin .of
profit, whilst the European trader is not. (When re?
ferring to Indian shop assistans’ pay, we include board,
lodging, washiog, etc.,- which are provided in addition
to actual wages.) So far as those traders are concerned
who deal with® the labouring classes, the European
storekeeper is generally inclined to treat these people
with contempt, whilst the Indian traders treat them as

customers, and show them that they desire to retain

\i
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custom. This is one of the principal reasons why Na-
tives prefer to deal with the Indian trader, and it is not
surprising that they prefer to go where they receive
civility and attention. As to our mode of living, it is
true we do not all eat the same food, but oo an average
it will be tound that the cost ot our food is as much it
pot more than European tood; but, even assuming it
were cheaper, we canngt conceive that the fact can be
geriously urged ag a reason for taking away our means of
earning a livelihood. Attention has been drawn to the
squalid nature of the buildiog, etc., in which a portion
of 1he Indian commurity live 1 the district of Mayville,
and Asiatics are charged with having sold these’
properties to the poorer class of Indians, The records
in the Deeds Office will prove that this allegation is un-
true, and that ‘these lands lormerly belonged to Eu-
_:_"dpeans, who disposed of same to Indians at very high
“prices, Many of those residing in houses described as
isqualid * are free Indians, who have completed their
tadentures, and have commenced market gardening
with. only sufficient capital to enable them to purchase
the small plot of fand on which their farming opera-
tions are carried on. The accommodatior provided for
these men .during their indentures was equally as
squalid as that now occupied by them, but in the one
case they were so housed by Eurcpeass, who were in
& position to put up suitable dwellings, whilst on their
own land these Indians have not had sufficient capital
with which to do so.. Having, however, become ac-
customed to the dwellings ‘supplied by their {ormer
employers, they have been accustomed to that class
of dwelling, and in many cases, owing to their poverty,
cinnot help themselves. - :

We wounld, in this ‘connection, réspectlully point out
that, even assuming the poorer class of Iddianslive,
as has been stated, in squalor and filth, the remedy is,
or should be, in the hands of the authorities. It their
dwellings be so insanitary or uohealthy as have been
‘stated, we suggest, with all submission, that the authori-
ties are more blameworthy than the individuals. We-
would also point out that the respectable Indian has
as much antipathy to a dirty individual, be he white or
. black, as any European has, a0d any attempt to force us,-
as a class, to live ip camps or locations wouid not be ac-
ceptable to any self-respecting Indian. With regard to
the ownership of land, having full rights in Natal, In-
dians have no cause of complaint. As, however, it has
been suggested that we, as Indians, should be -preclud-
ed from acquiring land in freehold, we would, with all
submission, draw attention, as British subjects, to

. Ordinance 7 of 1858, Natal, under which provision is
made giving to alicns the right to acquire and dispose
of fixed property in the same manner as any British
subject has the right to do. We accept no blame for
the position of affairs. Many of us-were invited to
come here, and many were given every facility to earn
their livelihood here, We will candidly and quite
openly say coercion can only end in disaster, We have
the right to be here ; we have the right to be engaged
in any lawful occupation we may choose, and we have
the right» to own land if we pay for it. These rights
are allowed to aliens, and *adortioti” should be
allowed to us. We recognise the conflict of interests
involved and the difficulty of finding a solution. We

Psip not think it is possible smmediatelyto solve the

problem, but respectfully suggest that the following
L._proposal will at least tend in that d‘irectlom:- ()
Standard wages to all labourers, irrespective of race or
colour, and subsequent improvemen in conditions of
lite; (2) legisiation prowidiog for a minimum stas-
dard of wages to shop assistants and all other ranks
of-labour on an equitable basis; (3) amendment of
* the*licensing laws ‘on the lines of the Transvaal Ordi-
pancé, No.g9of 1912, and providing that licences can.
only be refused oo the specific grounds contained in
that Ordinence, with the following amepdments
thereto:: (a) Three convictions within, say, the last
two years op any criminal charge other than that of
.contravening ‘a trading law or by-law; (b) that the

‘the time that it was passed ioto law,

words “in the opinion of the Council” be deleted,
and the reason why the applicant iz hot deemed
desirable to be stated by the authority refusing the
licence, (4) That there he a right to appeal to the
Court ipn all licensing matters, whether the application
is for a-new licence or for a translter or removal or re-
newal. (g) That the laws affecting land and licences
be made applicable to the whole ot Natal, which in-
cludes the Northern Districts of Natal and Zululand.

v

THE ASIATIC QUESTION
- ANALYSIS OF VITAL Pnos;.m

{By C. F. ANDREWS)
IIL

1 feel very strongly indeed thet, in wotking out such
-a scheme ol voluniary repatriation as I have outlined
in my last article, the chiet difficulty would come from
the estates themselves. Just as these estates were the
cause of bringiog many thousands of indentured Jo- .
dians into the country, so, in the same way, there will
be great opposition on their part to Indians of the
labouring classes leaving the country, and thus re-
ducing the number of agricultural labourers in Natal.

InDp1aNs PREVENTED FroM LEAVING SouTH AFRICA

! When 1 was in South Africa in the year 1§14, I
made enquiries concerning what was happguing in con-
pectien with the Indian labourers who definitely wished

- to. return to India. I discovered how frequently they

were frustrated in that desire by those who made a
profit for themselves out of the recruitment of labour
for the estates. The prolessional recruiter would, by
some means or other, get the illiterate and ignorant
Indian into his power at the .very time that he was
eager to obtain a passage to India; and the result
would be that the Indian would be induced to sign on
for a further period of indenture instead of getting
home. Such cases of recruiting as I have outlined
must have been very numerous indeed in the past years,
and temptations to drink are at the back of perhaps
pine out of tep of them.

THE I[nDians RELIEF ACT .

When the whole Indian positica was being debated
upon in the year 1914, 1 submitted to the Scuth Afri-
can Union Government, on the ground of this ex.
perience, a statement that many Indians were being
kept io South Africa against their own desire, because
of the action of the recruiters, I also suggested—
with the consent of Mr. M. K. Gandhi, the Indian
leader, that, il the Union Goveroment were willing to »
ofter a free passage to lndia for those Indians who de-
sired 1o leave South Africa, and were ready to forfeit
their return to Natal, the people of India would not
object to such voluntary repatriation, but, on the con-
trary, would warmly approve of Union Government’s
action. ’ S .

This po:nt was taken up by the Union Government,
and a clause, embodying such a principle of voluntary
repatriation, was joserted in the Relief Act itself at}
Since then, a
very large number of Indiaus bad .made use of this
privilege of a free passage. 1 have noted with satis-

 faction, and shall gladly report in India, that the Union®
E Government have interpreted. this free passage to in-

clude also the railway jouroey to India to their desti-
naticn, # know what & boon this must have been to
many Indians who have goome back with very little
money indeed, and would have "been put to many
hardships withput this 2dded concession. I was in-
terested to find that the number thus repatriated, under
the Relief :Act, had already run into many thousands,
I am certain that it has been better for themselves,
better for India, and better for South Africa.
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INDIANS ENTICED To REMAIN

‘Yet, inspite of this relief that has beeo 30 geverous-
ly offered by the Union Government, 1 am quite certatn
that there ae still, to-day, as in the year 1914, 2 great
wapy Indians who desire intensely to go back to India,
by accepting the Government f{ree passage, but have
been induced not to doso. Again and again, duriag
my present visit, I have been assured by respoasible
persons in Natal, whose word k can trust, that Indians,.
who have come into Durban for the purpose of embark-
ation, have been enticed, by =2ll kinds of clever prac-
tices, to sign on, for a fresh period of indenture, when
their one true wish was to retura to India and leave

Natal tor good. )

ExpERIENCES OF LABODR RECRUITERS

My owd“experience ol labour recruiting oo a large
scale, by professional recruiters, in India and elsewhere,
bas been so bad as to make me believe that almost
anything is possible oa the part of the peid recruiter.
Io India itself, I have known specific instances of
drugging with “ datura, ” and other abomioations. And,
though I have never had any such outrageous instances
as this brought to my notice iaSouth Africa, and I
feel certain thas they do not occar, yet the evidence to
me bhas become overwhelmingly stroog that, here in
Natal, as in India, the Indian labourer of this igaorant
type i oot fit to be left entirely to himseif in these
matters, In a very large nuymber of cases, this will
only mean that he i5 lelt to the mercy of the recruiter.
It 15 a case ot cleveroess tradiog upoa ignorance. -

¢ AN INDIAN STORY

A personal narrative will, perhaps, illustrate more
clearly how helpless such Indian villagers are.  Wnen
1 was carrying through a series of investigations in the
North of India coocerning the methods of recruiting, I
paid a surprise -visit to the six depots in Muttra in
which villagers were placed who had been recruited for
indentured labour. They were the same class of In-
dians as those who are now working in the estajes in .
Natal, At ope of these depots, [ noticed that a door
bad been purposely kept fastened, aod I gave the order
for it to be unlocked.” A villager was brought forward,”
who stated, in answer to my question, in front of the
professional recruiter, that he wished to'be sent out by .
ship to Fiji. He told me that he was quite willing to
go, but I noticed a look of fear in his tace while he
said the words, and I ordered the recruiter to gd into
the pext room.. When he had done so, the villager
fldng himself at my feet and implored my protection
1 explained to bim that he had ooly to say out boldly
that he wished to go away with me, and I would set
bim free at once. His face became more hopeful.
I chlled back the profassional recruiter, and asked the
villager, in his presence, if he wighed to go away with
me or to be sent out to Fiji. Id a moment his fear
bad retutned, and he said, once more, under the im-
pulse of fear, that he wished to stay with the recruiter
and be sent td Fiji. I spoke very sternly to the re
criiter, who was usiog all the while some kind ot mes-
meric influence, aod told him not to frighten the man;
and then, at last, the villager managed t¢ pluck up
eoough courage to say, finally and clearly, that he
wished~to come with me. Later on, when he had fully
regained his Libeny, his-joy was quite uabounded, and
he told me, betore we parted, how he had been
terrorised by this recruiter, and what a power he had
over him, and how he had not been able to resist him
whenever he looked torwards him.

This is only a single story out ol & vary large num-
ber of firsthaad experiences I have had of this kind.
They have gome to conwince 'me that thes®lliterate
and ignorant [ndias people (who are absurdly cre-
dulovs aod gullible) aecd the utmost care and pro-
tection. They ave as weak in intellest as chidren.

- L 2
' A PracmicaL SUGGESTION

If T might be permitted to make a very obvious
suggestion, I would urge thas thg Uaion Government

4 N
'

INDIAN OPINION

- have fought to deprive Furkey of her possessions.

should guard with the strictest possible care, the
embarkation depols, and that they should keep away
from these depits, by striogeat regulations, all re-
cruiters ot labour.,and all who may be employed by
recruiers They should see to it, also, that there is
no tampering with the subordinate members of the staff,
I would urge, also, that the privilege of returnipg to
India with a {ree passage, already oftered by the Uniog
Government, should be made much more gidgly known
on the sugar cstales, mines and elsewherd. ~Lastly, [
would suggest that there should be some meaas davised
of getting into touch -with the indentured Indian la-
bourers, at the lime when they are on the point of
finishing their indentures. At that critical moment, it
might be quite possible to protect them and to keep
their money lor them, instead of gllowing them to
squander 1t in drink, in company with some profes-

-sional recruiter, who is always at hand waitiag lﬁ?"

chance to get them to sign on for another term g

years. -
If there is a real desire in Natal to uado some of the

harm that has b2en done by the indenture system 1o

-the past ; if there is now a very naturgl desire to en-

courage those Iodians to go back to India, who are
ready to do so voluntarily, and thus reduce the dispro-
portion in Natal between the Indians and the Europ-
eans, thes I can imigine no more valuible method
than that of a careful sifling out of indivedual cages,
wherein a iittle personal help (not necessatily of g
mouaetary character) would make possible the departure
ol those labourers and their families, who wished to go.
back to India, but did not know fu)ly bow to attain their
object. )
(Zo be Continued)

THE QUESTION OF QUESTIONS
MR. GaNDHI'S LETTER TO THE INDIAN PRESS

Mr. Gaudhi writes to the Indian Press as follows :

The Khilatat question has now become a question
af questions It has become an impenal question.of
the first magaitude.

The great Prelates of England and the Mahomedan
\eaders combined have brought the question to the
fore. The Prelates threw down the challenge, The
Muslim leaders have taken it up.

I trust that the Hindus will realize that the Khilalat
question overshadows the Reforms ang everything else.

I the Muslim ¢laim was unjust‘apart from the Mus-
lim scriptures, ooe might hesitate to suppart it merely
on scriptural euthority. But when a just claimis
supported by scriptures, it becomes irresistible.

Briefly put the claim is that the Turks should retain
European Turkey subject to iull guarantees for the
protection of non-Mushm races under the Turkish
Empire and that the Sultan should control the Holy
Places of Istam and shoutd bave suzersinty over Jazirat-
ul-arab i. & Arabia as defioed by Mustim Savants sub-

-ject to self governing rights being given to Arabs it

they so0 desire. This was what was promised by Mr.
Lloyd George and this was what Lord Hardinge had
comemplated. The Mahomedan soldiers would not
Tg!
deprive the Khalif of the suzerainty of Arabia is to re-
duce the Khilafat to a uuliity. ) . .

To restore 1o Turkey subject to necessaty guarantses
what was hers belore war.s a Christiao solution. To
wrest any of her possessions from bor for the sake of
puaishing her 15 a gun powder solution. The Ailies
or Eugland iothe hotr of riumph must be scrupulous-
ly just. To reduce the Turks todmpotence would be
not only unjust. It would be a breach of solemn de-
clamatioss and promises. It is to be wished that the
Viceroy will take the courage in both his hands and
place himsell at the head of the Khilafat agitation as
Lord Hardinge did at the time of the South Aftican
“ passive-reaistance” struggie apd thus like bis ey

) -
—
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decéssor give ja clear and emphatic direction to an”
agitation which under impulsive or faulty leadership
may lead to disastrous consequences. :

But the situation rests more with us Hindus and
Mahoniedans than with tbe Viceroy and still more with
Muslim 'leaders than with the Hindus or the Viceroy.

There are signs already of impatience on the part of
Muslim friends aond impatience may any day be re-
duced to madness ‘and the Jatter must inevitably lead

“to violeace. And Iwish I could persuade everyone to
see that violence is suicide. | -

Supposing the Muslim demands are pot granted by
the allies or say England! I see nothiog but hope ia
Mr, Montagu's brave defence of the Muslim position
and Mr. Lloyd George's ioterpretation of his own
declaration. True, the latter {s halting but he can

+sggure full justice underit. But we must suppose the

orst and expect and strive for the best.” How to

Figeivé is the question,
"~ What we may not do is clear enough,

{1) There should be no violance in thought, speech
or deed.

{z) Therefore there should be no boycott of British
goods, by way of revenge or punishmeat. Boycott in
my epinion, i§+a foym of violance, Moreover even if
it were desirable, it is totally impracticable.

{3) There should be no rest till the minimum is

. achived. | N

{4) There should be bo mixing up of other ques-
tions with the Khilafat e. g. the Egyptian question.

Let us see what must be done: |

{1) The cessation of business on the rgth instant and
expression of the minimum demands by mezos of one
single resolution is a necessary first step provided that
the Hartal is absolutely voluntary and the employees
are not asked to leave their work unless they receive
permission from their employers. 1 would strongly
urge that the mill-hands should be left untouched.
The lufther proviso ig that there should be no viclence
accompanying the Hartal,
that the C. I D. sometimes promote violence. I do
oot believe in it as a general charge. But even if it
be true, our discipline makes it impossible. Our
success depends solely on our ability to control, guide
and discipline the masges.

Now a word as to what may be done it the demands
are not granted.- The barbarous method is warfare,
open or secret. This must be ruled out if only be-
capse it is impracticable. If I conld but persuade
everyone that it is always bad, we should gain all law-
ful ends much quicker. The power that an individual
or a nation forswearing violeoce geoerates js a power
that is irresistible. But my arguement to-day against
violence is based upon pure expedience i.k. ils utter
fuility.

Non-co-operation is therefore the oaly. remedy left
open tg us. It is #he cleanest remedy as it is the most
effective, when it is absojutely freg from all viclence.
It becomes a duty when co-operation means degrada-
tipn or bumiliation or an injury to one’s cherished re-
ligions sentiment. England canoot accepr a meek
submission by us to an unjust usurpation ol rights
which ta Mussalmans mean matter of lile and death,
We may therefore begin at the fop as also at the
bottom. Those who are holding offices of honour or

molument -ought to give them up. Those who be-
.Igng to the menia] services under Government should
do " likewise. Non-co-operation does not apply to
services under private individuzle. I cannot approve
of the threat ostracism agaiost those who do not adopt
the remedy of noa-co-operatich, It is only a voluntary
withdrawal which is effective. For voluntary with-
drawal alone is @ test of popular leeling and dissatis-
faction, Advice to the soldiers to refuse to Serve is
premature. It is the lagt. not the fret sfep. We
should be entitled to take that step when the Viceroy,
the Secrétaty of State, and the Premier leave us. More-
oyer gty step in withdrawing co-operatipa has to be
takeén’with the greatest diliberation, We must proceed

I bave been often told.

-\

slowly sb as to ensure retention of self-control under
the fiercest beat,

Many look upon the Calcutta resolutions with the
deepest alarm. They scent in it a preparation for
violence. I do not look upon them in that light,
though I do vot approve of the tone of some of them.
I have already mentioned those whose subject matter
1 wholly dislike. .- .

“Can Hindus accept all the resolutions,”? is the
question addressed by some. I can only speak for
myself. 1 will ‘co-operate whole-heartedly with Muslim
friends in the prosecution of their just demands so
long as they act'with sufficient restraint and so long as

- 1teel sure that they do not wish to resort to or counten-

ance violence. I should cease to co-operate and ad-
vise every Hindu and for that matter everyone else to
cease to cooperate, the moment there was violence
actually done, ,advised or countepanced. I would
therefore urge upon all speakers the exercise of the
greatest restraint under the gravest provocation. ‘There
is certainty of victory It firmness is combined with
gentleness. The cause i3 doomed if auger, hatred,
ill-will, recklessness and finally violence are to reign
supreme. 1 shall resist them with wy life even if I
should stand alone. My goal is friendship with the
world and I can combine the greatest love with the -
greatest opposition to wrong,

. R B -
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* BOOKS FOR SALE

~ Tobe obtained from the Jfwdam Opisdes Pyuss, Phoenix,
-Natal. Postal Qrdems to be made payable at Dorban.

" We hdve just received the following books from Indin.” Fhe

prices given include cost of postage :— \

) . Pno'l’: post free 3. d.
The Ethics of Passive Resistance o 3
Indian Home Ruile, by M. K. Gandhi o 6
Life of M. K. Gandhi {in Tamil)
a u- ”» (iﬂ Hindi)
Mahomed *The Great Arabian,’ by Meredith
. Townsend 1 3
Stories and Sayings of India, Ceylon and Burma 1 ¢
From Colombo to Almora : Lectures by Swam}
Vivekananda.
From Colombo to Almora
Essays in Indian Art, Industry and Educatiop
- by E. B. Havell, i 2 4
Rabindrapath Tagore, & Lecture by the Rev. C,

]
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L ]

F. Andrews of Dethi delivered at Capetown, z o
Hinduism, by Dr. Batuett ' I 9
Letters of John Chinaman . ig
A $tudy in Indian Economics by P. Bannerji 4 4
.The Golden Number of “Indian Qpinion”

Paper covers ' .

Bound in clotb ) 2 6
Position of tift Women jn ths Vedas @ 34

e .

Prioted and Published by Manilal M, Gandhl st Pharaix Suitle,
' ment, Pholx; Natal,
i



