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'gaHE Durban Indians were called together last
~Sunday for the purpose of arranging x welcome
: for Mr, Srinivasa Sastri who was to have accom-

_ pauiéd: Sir Benjamin Robertson fo South Africa to -

appear before the Asiatic Commission. After the
notices calling the meeting bad been issued the news
arrived that Mr. Sastri was unable to leave Indiz al the
present time owing ‘to the political situation there
which demanded his personal attention, he being 2
prominent leader of the Moderate Party.

- The arrival of Sir Benjamin and Lady Robertson
from India last week was somewhat unexpected,
although it was knowe that Sir Benajmin was to re-

present the Government of India before the Asiatic .

- Commission appointed by the Union Government.

-He is accompanied by Mr. Corbett, an official of the
Department of Emigration, i the Goveroment of India,
and Mr, Sen, who has made himself acquainted with
the South African question by being conncted with the
Department of Commerce and Industry. -

During their brief stay in Durban, all three gentlemen

have come into personal contact with the Indian com:, -

munity and bave taken part in informal discussions
with the leaders on the question of the Commission.

On Wednesday afternoon last an “ At Home” was
beld in Miankhan’s Hall, arranged by the Andrews
Reception Committee, to welcome Sit Benjamin and
Lady Robertson. About 200 Indians and Europeans,
including several ladies, were present. Sir Benjamin
and Lady Robertson chatted freely with quite a large
number ot people and seemed to enjoy the afternoon.
Garlands were bestowed upon them as is usual on such
occasions. . -7

Sir Benjamin in a few brief remarks, said that he had

" come at the direction of the Government of India to

. tepresent India before the Commission. He promised

them that he would endeéavour to assist the Indian

- community of South Africa to the best of his ability.

" He thanked the compauy present for their kind recep-
tion to Lady Robertson and himseit.

‘%he presence ot Mr. C. F. Andrews in Durban during
the past few weeks bas been of great assistance to the
community. He has shown wonderful tact and not a
litt® patience in dealing with the difficult work of
arranging the plan of action to be adopted in regard to
the Commission. It has been decided to engage senior
and junior counsel to present the Indian case before the

Commission. Itts boped to obtain the services ofa
wellknown European K.C., and an able Indian
. Attorney. . .

Mr. Aodrews, amid a multyplicity of engagements
and- interviews, has still found time to write a series of
aruc_les on the broad aspect of the Ipdian question
outside India, These will appear in the Natal Adver-
“sé» after the general election, which demands so much
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attention .at present. Later the articles will be re-print-
ed in pamphlet form and distributed in South Africa,
India and England, '

-

The first four of these articles we have had the
privilege of reading in the manuscript, and we can
promise a treat.in store, They will, we feel sure,
appeal to all reasonable and thinking people as a most
usefal contribution to a most difficult problem, In the
writing of this series of articles, Mr. Andrews is doing
an immense service to both Europeans and Indians.

Capt. W, C._Halford, Unionist eandidate for the -

Greyville Division, addressing 2 meeting in the Inanda
Hall recently is reported to have said in regard to the

Asiatic question that he .was not prepared to recom-.

mend the repatriation of Indians who were born in
this country, but he was against further immigration.
(A voice : “ That is already stopped.”} “I know that,
but I am the man to see it is *stopped-stopped !’ ” - -

Several questions were put to Capt. Halford after his

speech. In reply to ope question regarding Asiatics he
gaid he was in favour of the cessation- of -Asiatic en-
croachment, provided it was done with justice. Xe
wanted to see justice dome to every section in the
country. {Applause.) .

To another question put to him if he was in
favour of equal political rights to workers of ail colours,

Capt. Haltord said ; “I do not want to-see any exten- -

tion of the Native franchise, or the extention of the
vote to aliens in this country who were not prepared to
become Britisb.” But he did- not mention a word
about the Indians who were already * British.”

-

Times of India writes as follows on the South African

situation :— .t :
“ Ag we predicted from the general tenor of General

Smuts' and Mr Burton’s more recenot electioneering.

speeches, the forthcoming Asiatic Commission in

South Africa is not to be confined to Transvaal affairs,
but, as our South African correspondent has telegraphed

it will enquire into questions in *regard to the Union °

generally.” OQur cortespondent does not specify what
precisely are the questions to be dealt with by the
Commission, but according to the latest mail news.
from South Africa they are to be trading rights and

‘land ownership. In effect, the position has taken a
-decided change for the better since .October last,

when we protested against the narrow scope’ which
General Smuts then proposed to give to the Com-
mission. At-that time it was proposed that the powers
of the Commission $hould be restricted to- enquiring
into trading rights, and trading rights only, in the
Transvaal and nowhere else.. Now the enquiry 1s-to
take in land ownership as well and is to extend to the
whole of the Union., When we say.that this is a
change for the better, we are well aware that the in-
creasing- strength of anti-Asiatic feeling in the Travs-
vaal imports an element of daoger into the -situation ;
but we are convinced that if the Commission is com-
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sed of upight and impartial men, and if the Iudian
g:se‘il mﬁy i{md Hghtly presented; Indians have not:
thiag to ieaf, and siuch to expect, itom the Anding of
the Commission, lo Sayitg this we rely upbn the
justice of the Indian case, upon the repeated promses
of due and proper treatment uttered by General Smuts
and by Mr. Burton, particulery at the 1977 and_zgx’s
Impetial Conferetices, abd UpbR the Soath African’s
well-known love of farr play. ” :

—— *
SIR BENJAMIN ROGBERTSON

WE welcome Sir Beojamin Robertson to South

Afmen,  He comes s the official representa-
tive ol the Goverment o1 indfa 16 appear
and give evidenee before the Asiatic Commissivh which
commences its sittingy, wé 28 infdormed, at Capelown
i the edurse of & few dayd, Sit Benjamin, we shouald
imaping, is 2 mat who takes 4 practical view of things,

" and hed tiot the éentltantal side largely developed.

His record a5 an admivistrator is a good one. At any
rate be has uot distinguish himselt a# a harsh ruler as
some high officials have done, He vomes to South

._ Africa, as an official, to present the official view before

the Commission. Asd we have no doubt that, with the

- able sstisidnce of Mr. Corbett and Mr. Sen, he Will do

so in & eonvihciBd manher,  Sintd Sir Bebjamin st
visit to the Uhion there. have been lmponant changes
in the affaif? ol nations abd it 1s avticipated that Tndia
will be in a position to protett her pevple in the
Dominions by diréct methods rather than the old and
worn-out procedure of referring all matteis through the
Secretary of State for india to the .Colonial Secretary
who would, in turn, make representatiods to the Domi:
vion ¢oacbroed. . The rewolutions of the Imiserial
Conferenitiz 18 1gAtd 10 teciprotity have tonsiterably
strengthened the hands of India, and removed her rom
the position of & subject nation to that of a' sister
dominion of the British Commonwealth. The forma-
tion of the Lzagué of Natidns, ol which India is a
niember, still further confirms ber enhaticed status, Tt
ooly reniaius, therefere, for the consumation 6f the
Indin Reforms Act to cotplete the sotk, Sit Benjanin
will appear before the Commivtion with il knowlege

of India’s feW position. .He will, bo doubt, tal1 the |

Commission that the treatment of Indians in South

- Africa ig pot the pursly domestic affafe that Tiahy

people imagine, and that India will mot sit yuistly
whildt fnGiany' vights 48 eftizene ure Hiched zway.
Whilst {t iy the work ot South African Indiaps to show
to the Commission that the Indian trader and land
Owner are hat thie pdrasites they are dometithes said ty
be, it Will be the funztion of Sfr Besjaidin  Rebersoh,
as the tepredentative vt the Goverament of Iadia, to
deal #ith the questiof ad ona of Whigh politics” and
oné toneetning the stability of the British Empire. We
feel sure that Six Benjamin is {ufly capable of his duties
and will epeak with oo udtettain voive o & maiter of
30 preat inipottance,
.o L S S WP
A DISAPPOINTMENT

HERE {s w0t theeast doubt whdlever the In.
diaht people of South Afdea are geniiinely
disappointed that the Hon, Mr, Brinivasa Sastr}

has not been able to come to appear betorg the Asiatie
Commission on land knd trading, When the news of
his cotnidg was made kuowh great satislctioth wis el
that one of the Arat Ihdinod id publie Hle—=one who i

many respects (s the equal of the late Mr. Gokhale]
#as to visit the countty, His pressnce as a direct un.
official repesetative 6l the Indiag hation would inspite
confidence, Now these hopes have been dashed tg
the ground. There is a teeling—justifiable, we think—

- that the Government of India, and our own peopte in

India, Bive ¥howd {odifferencé towards us to some
extent ; and we are not going to hide our feclings in the
matter. The opportunity thus offered of sending a
first raté odiat political leader to South Africa was a
very fine one whith Should have been seized upon
The appointment of the Hon. Mr. Sastri was unique,
ahd was do ivdication of the chanpe of status of fndis
in the Empite. What a pity the. significance of tin
event Was dpparenitly lost sight of ! - Ny

“w

PP TIT Y TR M, .

MASS MEETING AT DURBAN

A miass meetig of Durbdk Indian$ Was held
last Sunday, io thé Rawal Bio Hall, in fesponse td
the fuvitation of the South African Indian Congress
Durban Committeec Mr. O. H. Jhaveri presided, and
was supported by Messrs. C. F. Andrews, E. M, Paruk,
Parsee Eusto jee, Rooknoodeen, B. L E. Sigamoney,
M. B. Naik, V\ 8§ C. Pather, C. V. Pillay, R. B.
Cheity, Bethasee Maharaj, J, M. ¥raocis, H. 1. Joshi,
A. Christopher, 'The Secretary, Mr. L. Gabriel end
the treasurer-Mr. V. Lawrence. The Hall was packed
the audience numbering over 2,000. .

The object of the meeting was to arrange a Com:
wittee to reccive the Hon, Mr, Srifivesa. Sastri, mem-
ber of the Viceregal Council, and first member of the
Servants of India Society, who bad been appointed as
a ooo-official member tv accompany Sir Benjutin
Robertsots to repretent India at the Asiutiv Coms
mission-appoibted by the Union Government of South
Afriea, '

The Chairman, i opening the proceedings, said that
information had just been received that the Hon.
Sritilvasn SastH W%as not coming to South Aftica, and
seid that it w48 a2 mattet of extreme disappointment
and regfel, The Bacretaty of State for Idia had mads
a prodbiticedient 4 Londoh that two members re:
presentative of Tidia Wwowld sit on the Adiatic Cow-
mission. The Pritde. Minfster (Qeberal Smuts), ob his
retiirh ol Btope, h teckiving a dephtation of loeat
ladians, had fh efiect eonfitmed the stitement oi the
Secretary of State for India. He then said that India
would be represented on the Commission, and it was
not untill quite recently they had heard that one
offitlal and vne won-oMiciat member from the Govern-
tient 6} Tndla would act in ain advisory capacity to the
Comission, They had récelved news lrom India
that Sir Benjatiin Robettson and the Hon, V. Srinivasa
Saktri would b members of the deptution. Sir Ben-
jamih Roberton has come, but withour the Hon.
Srinivasa Sastri, Ftoth the local newspaper it would
appear that he comes to given evidence before the
Commission: Thiey were ir & hute; they did
koow what ‘clianges might take place. A8 It the ca; ]
of Indiah represéttation, so iu the task of the term;
of relerence, thicte hdad Already been changes betge
they were gazétted. Thé then Acting Prime Minister
(the Hon, Mr, Malat) had promised, in deferetice tv
the demands of the Anti-Asiatics i Parliament wher™
the Asiatic Bill iv regard td Transvanl Indians wus'
before the House, that a Commission Wwould be ap-
pointed to inquire into the whole question, Subsk-
quently the Government decided to Jimit the reference
to the trading question, but later on extepded it to
include the tights of ownership of land, and the scope
of the inguiry was to eover the whole bf South Africa
on these two questions, Under the circumstances;
and in view of the fact that the Commission, so far
as concerned Natal Indians, was uncalled for,
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esperially i regard bo: tire land questiom, thougle they
had some grievances itx thre trading: question; they teit
“ght proper consideration was not given by the autheri-
ties 4o the sights of Jodiawsin Nastal  ‘They always
bedi a freling that as 2 commmurity they wete knocked
from pillar to past, teg they were distusbed: ta hear that
Indions borm is Natak hadb beer prohibited: from
entering Natrl foony the Fransvaal, though: they were in
passessiow of Colaxizlbosn certificates: ok Natak, TFhep
wotld be asked to codsider ‘what was to: be done in
the sbsesse b the Hom Stindvasa Sastri. | -

. Mz G F. Andrews explamcd vor the meecing that ba

hott beenr infosmed that, omimp to the new political
comditions 2t brodia, (e Hom Mr, Sdatr? had lownd
it imposeible - to come, as ke bad tor organisy the
Maoderate Party a6 its lemder for the coming electiom
im India.

Mr. Christophicr propossdi:  * That this minss wees-
ing of kndians beld in Durban leasns withy great segret,
disappuintmrent, and slarm that the Hom. Sninivasa
Sastri is not coming to South Africa, and urges oo the

_dathosiries the appointaient of S C. Sambaza Nair,
of tbe kodia Office, or thdt some representative of

Indik be sent mr the place of tire Hoo. Mr. Srinivass | A
. - | They are merely a side issue. Rabindranath Tagore’s

Sastad, ¥
This was scconded by Mr. M. Beetbase Mabaraj,
sepported by Mr. Rooknudeen, and carvied,

- Other speakers followed; among them Madsrs.
B. L. E. Sigamoney and M. B. Naik, ard parveularly
Mr. Andrews, who dealt exbanstively with tho rice
question, and it was resotved that cables be sent to thd
authorities on this urgent question, as also od the
sobject of India’s representation on the Cominisssion,

Mr. V..6. C. Pather inerpreted the speeches ot Mr.
Andrews in ‘Famil. o )

- - KABINDRANATH TAGORE
PoET, MUSICIAN AND TEACHER

We take the followibg interesting afticle from the
Rand Darly Mas! dated the Yoth instant :—

Professt C. F. Andrews, who is iif the Union in-
vestigating Indian questions, hat been for many years
asvotiated with Sit Rabindrunath Tagore. This Indisn
poet was considered 3 fit recipient of the Noble prize
for literature, which. may be régarded a8 a sufficient
-testimonial to the character of his wotk. .

Any ibsight to the life of & genius is 6f interest—to
a gection of the publie at least—and Protegsor Andrews
is able v supply much information concernipg the
-poet, that has never bees pmt in print,

Rabindranath Tagote, he said, has & most wondarful

personality, while I think ha is the greatest Intellect I
have ever met in the world, As é lellow of Pembroke
College, Cambridge, for snme years, as well as studant,
T bave had the hpportunity aof meeting iotellectual
people from time to time, but 1 have never met the
equal of Tagore.

Fopsheer immensity of intellset, extraordinary grasp
and -¢geholicity of knowledge he is beyond any man I
have come across, 1 regard him as having something
of the quality. of Goeihe in that way.

. At the same time Tagore i1 as gimpte as & child.-Hs

: Dever deems to realise his greatness—which is of course -

another sign of it. | ¢

. The tamily history of the poet is curiousand interest-
I0g. He-is 2 pure Brabmin by caste, but has given up
is claims of caste altogether, He has certaio princi-
les bf his own in that respect ; believes in brotherhood
nd considers caste as anderminiby it. His father wis
great © Maharshi "—that is a saint. He lived to the
ge of ninety, and was renowaed as ab extracrdinrily
atly character. ‘The whole ot his life had beeh spent
A sort of retirement and holy meditation, ahd Rabin-
Rnxth was the child of his old ags.

Prrtottous CRILD
Bora when his tather was fifty years old, he was from

- buowm in. evernp village.

the beginoing an extraordinawily precocious chitd, Fe
showed musical' geniua as well @ poetic whes very
young, and aithough it ix nob haowo very much abrond,

- his music is quite as gread 29 his poetry. ¥e has com-

pletely revolutionised Bengalé music, and his: works ave
His songe ave the folh-vangs
of the country to-day.

Fhe wholz tamily is one of genius. Two of Rabin-
dranath’s pephews are the greatest living painterd in
bndin to- day.  Elis sister iz & lmous sovedisy # her
own country, and ene of lis buwihers is a phi
renowned sad reveved thooughout Bengal. '

L ofter: gov to cald om the old philosopbey whes in
India He’'is 84 now, while Tagore himssM 4 Go,
People oiten fancy trom his writings Wat he i quite 4
youth. The philosepher meditates the whole day
fong, and carely speaks to anyoue, ualess 10 & petsenal
friend who has his.full confidence. . _

These pgople lead a curious and simple Kie from
e Evsopean view. Rabindmnathy for instance, rives
at about three o'clock in the' morning. He then
meditatés until seven, and much of his work is com-
posed then. : )

His writings, however, are not his life’s work - at all,

great work is given to his school Qwer twenty years
ago he begao on this great scheme ot founding a school
and university on lines that should be absolutely
modem, yet at the. samwe tioser heep, the smditions of
Indian life, .

Besy oF Two WoRLHS

What he felt was that the Indidn schools in his
country wete simply modemn .n giving the Western
Eduration of Europe. His ideal was to conibine the
best of the ediicdtions ot the two worlds, _

The old Indian culture of thousands of yegrs stand:
ing Was in davger of beiny lost, so he fourded the
present school, whichi is to-day becoming 2 Uuiversity _
i the real sense of the term. - ]

Placed pear Shanti-Niketan, at Bolpur, in Bengal,
as an educational experiment it has been pre-emipent}
successful, *Sir Michael Sadler, who was sent out t
revise the Indian educational system, wag delight
with the place, and said it offered the real teaching
that was needed. ’ e B

Now, this is a point that shows the extraotding
sinterity of Tagore's purpose, He does not touch a
penny of Govéroment money in the way of subgidy
for his school. 1t is entlrely his pwn ctdation, and ke
midintalng it. All the money made out of pis writing -
goes to the school. He has no mouey of hfs own, and
has even sold the copyrights ot his work to haye moré

funds. -

His Nobel Prize for Literature was worth ahout

8,000, dnd he threw every penny of that intp his

niverstty at once. His books produce a pood deal
in Europe to-day but it all goes to the furtherance of
his ideal. ' .
' The symem of Tagore's teachlng is somewhat
similar to that of Dr. Montessori. It {s an attempt tp
find out what natural bent & child has, and (o show
him how best to follow it He is essen;ially &R
individuslist in the way of getting to the character of
his student, and he tralns his teachers to lollow the
same course. .

PraToNIic LINES

Another thiog that I think so isireshicg and which
will prove @ gift to the future is that he spends an

infinite amount of time with his students bn musir,

drama_and literatyre, This i8 somewhat oz the
platonic line, A great deal of aitenjion is given up o
the writing and playing of little Arsmes. ‘Lhesé are
often written by she childrens or éise by Tagere
himsel, Some of his bess work wes dene for them
and bas since become lamons. ]
Indeed, thers are something like pics magizines
published in the college, not to mention a daily paper.
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Even the children of eight have their own paper—and
great claims they make for it too.

1 first went to India as a missionary. .Belore that,
at Cambridge, I bad studied race and social problems
and history, and lectured on them for years, When I
went out to India, an educationist and student both by
profession and inclination, I met Rabindranath Tagore.
He was unkoown in Europe then—indeed, it was only
in 1912 that his books began to be published in Eng-
land, :

I was enormonsly struck by his genius, and we be-

- came intimate personal friends, I have worked in his
_university for a long time now and have seen it grow.
It is progressing steadily according to Tagore's ideal—
which is that you wmust start- education from the
begioning and build it up. Thus there are from chil-
“dres of eight to grown-u% youths.. We are building
up a university which will be built as were Oxford and
cambridge.— ‘

* And these people, ? concluded Mr. Andrews, * are
the same as the ones the good folk out here call

_coolies. * ' :

P . —————

THE DANGER IN EAST AFRICA’

[Bvy C. F. ANDREWS.] -
1
Econoaic Codmission REerORT
{ Continued frem page bo)

But these conclusions, embodied io the actual Re-
port itself, were not all that has been said about Indians
in this volumne. A farthér chapter, dealing with the
*Indian Question in German East Africa,’ was drafted
and completed. It was only omitted from the body of
the Report at the last meeting—probably because it
was thought to go beyond the limits of the nctualterms
of relerence, not certainly on account of any misgiving
about its contents. One of the members of the Com-
mission, Mr. Powys-Cobb, was allowed to print it in
full in a Note, of Appendix, and to add it to the whole

/‘V

Report. Thus it obtained a place at the end of the

Report itsell. X will quote this drafted chapter io full,
_together withr Mr. Powys Cobb’s opening words. They
run as follows:—
To my mind the question, which towerz above all
others, casting its shaddow actoss the whole Economic
" future of Central {or Middle) Africa, and vitaily affect-
- ing the developments of this Protectorste, is that of the
political grouping of the British ‘Temitories lying be-
tweza the Limpopo and the Juba Rivers, aad parti-
~ cularly the. fate of the Cooqurered Territory of the
Germap East Africa, _ .
__As fuller information concerning the Conquered
Territory becomes available, and as indications are
given by men living in other units of the suggested
Federation as to how the 1dea might be received by
_ their community, the probability grows that the young
states of Central Africa are about to recognise the
presence of forces which make for federation, and I

]

would urge that the suggestion should be put before

them and their wishes ascertained. )

Until. the last meeting of the Commission, it had
been agreed to devote a special chapter to this subject
and I quote and. adopt the chapter which had—been
drafted and bad been discussed at several previous
meetings, s - :

PoviTicaL FUTURE . OF MiDDLE AFRICA

“The East Africa Protectorate is an artificially defined
- terntory without patural frontiers (except on its sea-
board). It constitutes one of the group of territories
under the British Crown comprising (in addition to
British East Africa) Uganda, the conquered territory of
German. Ea‘st Africa,  Nyasaland, and the Rhodesias.
The territories of this group, which in this chapter will

be referred to as Middle Africa, are to & very large
- extent homogeneous in character, torming together one

predominantly agricultural domain of boundless rich-
ness and fertility. Middle Africa is, in fact, one of the
world’s great unopened storchouses. o

“ The acquisition of the Conquered Territory, which
formerly. split Middle Africa into two sections, has now
made practicable the consolidation of the countries
composing it into one federated Dominion.

“ Federation is required as a preliminary to standard._
ising policies on several of the main questions which.
confront all the territories of the group.. Hitherto each
has gone its own way, with the result that there has
been no community of counsel and purpose. East
Africa and Uganda have in apparently avalogous, if D%T
identical, circumstances, emrived at and carried int
- execution widely divergent conclusions on such imports
ant questions as npative tenure of land, and -pative
policy generally. . Had-they arrived at identicai con-
clusions, it could only have been by accident. Such a
state of affairs appears to us indelensible. The waste.
fuloess, and where the' interests of subject races are
concerned the harmifulness of it, bardly call for de-
monstration.

#The following are among the matters in respect of
which federation would lerd to .greatly increased
- efficiency of public services in all the temritories affect-
ed :—Defence : finance ; customs : policiag : commuica-
tions: immigration: native policy: education: and
scientific and industnal research. This appears to us
so obvious that we refrain from enlarging on any of
these matters except the first two. )

“ A consolidated Middle Africa would constitute in
British hands a permanent strategical barrier to any-
possible scheme for dominating Africa by means of a
“ Mittel Africa”™ scheme of aggression such as Germany
had in contemplation. It would be the bulwark of
Africa against militarism. Few will be so optimistic
as to imagine that no_such bulwark can be ' required
when the present war i§ ended; but it will not be
afforded to the full extent possible by a number of
detached Protectorates. -7 "

“The strategical advantages attending unification of
control and administration of the various territories of
Middle Africa would be of inestimable value in the
event of Great Britain again being involed in warlare
there, ~The defensive strength of such a combination—
should be sufficient to render any hostile designs futile.
- “The advantages of federation in the sphere of
finance would be of scarcely less importance., A Domi-
pion approximately equal in area to the sister Dominion
of South Africa, and certainly not inferior to it in
natural resources, would be able to command support
" for the financing of large scale railway and other pro-
jects necessary for development, where a number of
minoy states, incapable of acting in concert, would be
- unable to find accommodation.

“ Apart from such material advantages, the ubion of
the British territories of Middie Africa would powerful-
ly promote the spreading of the British ideat, which we
are convinced is what the best interests of the people of
Africa demand. :

“*We therefore tecommend that the countries ypeci-
fied should unite in forming. the. Dominion of 'B&Ale
Africa, each however retaining intact such local augono-
my 23 it now possesses; and thata Governor—Gene’ril be
appointed for the Dominion, who should .be aRssted
and advised by a Federal Council, consisting of the
Lieutenaot-Governors and popular representatives ot its
component units. . We have assumed the readiness of
each of the units to attach themselves to this rather
than to any other continguous federation, .-

“It will be noted that the conquered territory for-
merly known as German East Africa is an integral and
essential portion of the proposed Dominion. The
scheme above outlined therefore conflicts with the
scheme recently propounded in the London press for
making over the conquered territory to India for colo-
isation, The latter scheme necessitates driving #
wedge between the northern and southern parts of the

Middle African Dominion, and is-therefore strategically
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objectionable in the last degree, If further argument
- is necessary, it may be. suggzsted that on military and
* sanitary grounds alike, the occupation of any part of
Africa by.Andians. without European support and
guidance would be a daogerous experiment. e
“ Besides, we regard it as highly important. that
advantage should be taken of the opportunity offered to
| reunite and consolidate native peoples such as the
Coast Arabs and - Swahilis, and the Masai tribe, which
bave hitherto been divided into sections disjoined from
each other, much to their mutual disadvantage, by

* purely artificial frontiers. i
- #But we have already stated in Chapter VII. what
we submit are final reasons against the betrayal to the
['.-Asiatic of any section of the African peoples the ires-
rponsibility for whose destinies has fallen into our hands.
- Short of the-retrocession of the territory in question to
. Germany, we can conceive of no transaction more im-

-

moral, or more certain ultimately to recoil in ruin upon

our own heads, than to buy off Indian discontent at the
‘expense of the native of Africa. Such generosity at the
cost of others, and those our own dependents, would be
neither honourable nor politic.”

.. %It India requires an outlet, there are vast empty
spaces in Asia awaiting development to which it might

now be practicable for her to apply her energies without

the certainty of such evil resulits as raust attend the
exploitation of the African by the Asiatic,”

- I will keep over till next week’s article my own com-
ments on these two extracts from the Final Repot of the
Economic Commission. The gravity of the conclusion
will be clearly seen. - Never before, I believe, in the
_history of the growth of race hatred agaiost the Indians
in Africa, bas this terribly unjust' and brutally false
charge of moral depravity and vice been brought against
the Indian community. Z74as was the charge which
made me determine to stay in East Alrica and not to
come South till I had been able finally to refute it, -

. AZo be Contimuedy

¢

‘RICE QUESTION
SERIOUS POSITION

Mr, Bernar@ L: Sigamoney writes :—The shortage of
rice in Durban is being taken advantage of by some of
the merchants, who are cornerning the commedity, and
are refusiog to sell unless they get their own price for
.it. The cry the Indian merchants set up is that the
price fixed is below that which it actually costs the
merchant. Now, sir, I want to show that the statement
is not correct. The late Chief Magistrate,.Mr. Percy
Binns, had a meeting of the Indian merchants who deal
in rice, at the Court-house. He invited Mr. V. S, C.

=Pather and myself to that meeting, and he very strongly
condemned the action of the Indian merchants io not
- selling the rice. It was Mr. Amod Bayat who made a
_ statement about the rate of exchange being high, Mr.
Percy Binns theo stated that all the rice in the country
came in before the rate of exchange weut up, and. that
they had no right to speculate with people's food, or
.~ait for good prices. The rice ordered uader the new
“.gite of exchange has not left India yet,-dnd I have no
doubt that if the rice imported under adverse conditions
~‘tgst more to land here, the Committee would be bound
" td'raise the price. It is all camouflage that -the rice

costs more to land, Just the other day, Messms. B, -

‘Ebrahim, Ismail & Co., the Indian merchants, of Com-
“‘mercial Road gold rice at 43 per bag, and made
sufficient profit. I went to Mr. B. Ebrabim .I_:smanl,_
and inquired of him how he managed to sell rice at
* 43 per bag, whea others say they canoot do it. He
told me that it was possible to sell rice at £3 pex bag
" and make enough profit. The trouble is that the
" middleman buys rice below 53, sometimes from the
wholesaler, and re-sells it to the retailer at-£3 105. or
44, and so the retailer in turn sells at &n_exorbitant
price. Thousands of people came to this firm's place

last Tuesday, and, as this firm ouly had a few hundred
bags, they disposed of them quite easily. 3 .
A telegram was reccived from Mr, Owen Smith,
Food Controller, stating that there were 7,000 bags in
Natal. One would like to know which of the Indian
merchants are holding this rice, as they are mainly do-
ing it for the purpose of getting better prices. This
rice from Rangoon will not do much to alleviate the
suffering of the Indian, but no doubt will lessen it, -
The suffering is too great to put it down in black and
white, and a poor man who gets an average wage of, .
say, 45 per month, has to pay £6 or £7 a bag for
rice. The Government’s duty should be to take over
all the rice from these rice profiteers, 23 there will be -
serious disturbances it these merchants have rice
stacked in their bond stores and yet refuse to sell, If -

. any saw the huge crowd at Mr; B, Ebrahim - Ismail's

place on Thursday, then they will be convinced, with- _
out a doubt, the suffering that exists amongst the work-
ing-class Indian. Eight Indian policemen and a couple
of European policemen were sent to supervise the sel-
ling of rice. My object in writing to the Press is two-

 -fold-—first, to show the temrible privations the Indian

worker is suffering ; and, secondly, to show that there
are some Indian merchants, 2nd may be-European who
are holding up stocks of rice, and that they are refusing
to sell, Betore I conclude, I wish to emphasise the
tact that Mr, James McBride, in his speech at the
Chamber of Commerce, touched on .the rice. question,
which goes to show that rice could be sold at 43 per
bag. - Will the Government take the matterin hand, or
‘will they simply allow matters to dritt #—Nata? Mercury.

"
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INDIANS IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA

The Andu has devoted in its issue of the sth Jao-
uary, rg20, a leading article on the East African situa.
tion. In'the course of its article the paper says: * It
is a cruel irony of fate that when it is the Indian com-
munity there that, by reason of the great colonising
work it has accomplished is entitled to claim the province
as its own, the European immigrants should now put
forward proposals for prectical extinction.”

Referring to the resolution passed at the Imperial
Conference in 1918 that:—1It is an inherent function-
of the Government of the several communities of the
British Commonwealth including India that -each
should -enjoy complete control- over the composition
of its own population by means of restriction of immi-
gration from any other communities,” the paper says,
that it is' a handy weapon that has taken hold of by
them. * Supposing that this principle appliesto parts
of the Empire other than the Dominions aed India, it
is clear that it is not the European immigrants that
should, call for its application, but the fadian colonists,
who have made British East Africa what it is.” *In
the circumstances ” (continues our contemporary), * it
is most infamous proceeding on the part of these
people to demand the right of seli-determination as

_they call it, and no claims can be more improper un-

righteous or revolting than those "pressed by these

_ people to deny Indians franchise, prevent them' from

acquiring land except in townships on short leases,

. cease their employmeat in Government service and

restrict Asiatic immigration, There can, infact, be no

blacker record in Colonigl history thao this barefaced
attempt to oust the Indians {rom a position which they™
‘have built up for themselves at great sacrifice-and with

commendable enterprise and ability.” -

Our contémporary goes on furthertq say :— ‘
« The godetlying motive behind this persecution is
ol £odrsé, pure selfishness and the desire 16 monopolise
the trade. The amount of jealousy that:hgs been
created by the success of Indiaps has induced the
Europeans to embark on this unholy campaign which
it would be a disaster for the Empire to encourage.
The unclean methods pursued by them cannot but seod
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a thrill of indignation throughoul this country In the
first place, they waot the world to believe thal their
e 'objedt in’this ag-lta.mon is mspu'ed by the hlgb
purpose of protectidp the native from the Indian, for
im'e ‘they ndt tristees of lshe Africans? “Fhey gxclaim:
'-We cin'conceive, sbort ot the retrocession of the
;errltory to Gcrmany, of no tmnsactlon more lmmoral
and ‘more certain tg recoﬂ on our heads that the betra,y
o the” Asiatic of 3’ section of the Alncan peoples |
"whose deshmes have fallen lnto gur hands” and' who at
present are unab\e to protect themselves.” TFhe world
knows t6 its cost what base motives bave been behind
mansr of the so-called ! civilising’ mtsswns,” and this
new" move ‘an the” ptm ol..Europeans in Bnt;sh Bast
Arnca is nothmg but & cloak Yo wrest the fruits of
success from Iodians, The part which Indians have
layed i in introducing civilisation in thar. art of South
Africa 1s a htstorncal"iact which has been borne out by
indlsputable evidence, The Uganda leway was bailt
by Indians and Mr. E. H. Sidler, as is recailed in
Young India, writing in 1912 in’ the “ Journat of the
Afsican Sociefy,” safd as foltows about [ndian merchants:
fe¥n the Company days these mtrepld traders pushed
ouf feelers into the heart ol Africa and esta lished
agencies far away in the ' interior. Thegg traders io-
troduced and are still” maintaining a great cmhsmg
- influence among the rimitive savages."™ Further, it is
acknowledged ifs the teport of the Economic Commis-
sion report; that the Iudxan "has played and still plays
an useful part in opeumg up trade, ete: Jtis dhsgrace-
ful,’in the‘lace of these Facts, to argue that Indians are
- pot filted, équally’ with Eurcpeas, to spread civilisa-
tion amoog the natwes But this Bcondmlc Comuis-
sion has gone cléan mad in its consummg zeal to
discreditsthe Indian community by throwing doubts as
to their moral character.” A shaiéful outrage has been
committed by this Commlsswn by indicting the follow-
mg paragraph : %'Fhe moral “depravity ot the Indian

s eually damaging to, the Alricag, w %13 natural

§fate Is 3t least iqnocent of the worst chgs of the East,

L 121, 1§ the mc;ter 0, crime a§ well as vice, stnce
it 1§t ogu(lmt'y or, eq(é:g th ever-;ea 7 Indian
i %k‘zesw i pakes (eving casy. 1{ e Indlian were
eliminated d, the k?umlher of offendes against property,
%uw i: gou ;eqlucg {9, manageadle propor-
tions. -t was dian gho firgt unfucled the bap-

per of ClVllliath!l 2 d

er of \tlslpxh ble
ha bee ilty E" oﬁ.uct&g%u%ﬁ om
m:tqélx saveg the uatlw é. F. Andggws
gﬁa x_n lp; mes t? Coogress. chax;gctgxse@ thl.s
e ag, bgm abso utéx withont toros atlop ang it ig
unn to SAY more upon thig pomt than, to. poipt
ont "hat af, thiS accusation hag been, the last refuge of the
‘im‘)geans in British East” Africa who, finding them-
selves vqn [(og plllar to posq, lga‘velmqe.nted thig
a‘ screg:? le weapon to be,imu'(:lp =1r rivals whom
t 15 cg no_t qanquns\h q\‘.l;ervgise. it i 8 proplem for
Eem states n 1o, pgnde: over. in ious thought
a ihe very ?“F‘I g0 [mpassioned, appeals have
i, regard, to megngl umty and, splemp,
words qbeen uttered abppt thg value gn s.anptlty of
Qn‘t‘lzqnsh;g , Some. of the Eurqpqans in the

hog he couid
which be

: egn made

],mpg\llﬁ

remote coners, of t Empire should, be sg actj
SOWiRg s';%)% oj Q;ssepslpn and d:gco;q, qngqrgu;?a,tlg
as. 1;‘ qere, those nopje 5 numenta By reprehensible
acti lﬂspg'req,_ xrace a.&r: ql; commerqlql Jsalousy,

- Bomid _1& ll&slld %‘mcletg

Public Meeting of the above Socicty will |
be held on Sund%y, 29th February, 113;0 at
3 pm, in Hamidia Masjid, at Newtown,
Joh annc;sburg. to, Efect the new Governing
Eﬁ or Trustees . a,ccordlng to Articles of
sociagion. of the said Soc:cty

l
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“ Indian Obinio-n ”

We have the t‘ollowing suppjemgnu op art p}p;_r for saic » . ope
shilling per dozey, pogt faee 4 =

The Hon. Dadsbhai Naoroji, Mr, V. A. Chettiar {Chsirm aa,
Taimil Benefit Sociely of Jobancesburg), Mg, Budres (Vi 'm-
gident of the Trausrsal Indign Assqoistion), The Luie Mr.
Narayapsamy, South African Indian Stretchae-Bearer Company,
Hon. Mr. Gokhale's visit, taken gt Heidelburg statign, Mr. L.
Hans Raj B.A. {Hon. Principal D, A, V, Collogs, President

~ Suppleme.ts

' Labors Arda Samsj), Mr. Imam Abdul Kadir Bawizeer, Mr.

Omar Hajj Amod Johari, Mr, Joseph Roysppen B.A. (A Natal
bom Graduate Passive Resister), Mr, Royeppen (A Barrister-
Hayker), Indian Velgnieer Stretcher-Boares Gorps, Three Trama: -
vasl Iadies a0 ppssive resisters (Mrs. Siwprasad, Miss Mituatjee
and Mrs, Somar), Mr. Ameeroodin Fajandar, Mm. R.-dkh
Mehtab, Asiatic Ordjnange {A Chess play Gartoon) {ndia’s Great
Loyplty (Cogtonpl, The Latg Sir Phesopashah Mehia, Mr, Batan
J. Tata, Mrs. R, M. Sodha, Sir Wiitjam Weddesburm, L., Ploncer
Settlers of Tolstoy Farm, The Late Count Leo Tolstoy, The
Late Rev. Joseph J. Doke, The Eate Mr, & Nagappan, The
Right Hop. Lord Ampthill, 0.C.LE., The Triumphat Arch
oufside Park Station {Mr. Gokhale's thj, Shri Saoyzsl Swawi
Shankeranang, Mr. Sorgbl: S_hapuql of Adgjan, Hanifa Bikd,
H. H, The Amiz of Afghanistag, Mr, Kylleabaoh, Mv Kullon-
bach a5 seen walking from the TFolstoy Fasm to Johanneshurg,
Mr. Henry S. L, Polak, Pignic Party at Tolstoy Fatm, The Lats
Mr. M. H. Nazar, Shi Gopsl Lal Hindy Temple Vasulix,
The Late Misg Vallismah MoogeNiar, Soas af the Bmpise (fndian
Soldiers), The 6o Indians Peported to India by the Fraosvaat
Government, The Indian Monument in fobannesburg, The Late
Mr. Hajee Hoosen Dawash, kndfan Merchanis who suffered im.
prisonment- at Sl&ndmng Babun Rabindmoath Tagnre, Ths -
Iate Hon. G. K, Gokhnla,_ C.LE., Right Hoa. Syed Aw:er
Ali, C.LE., Sir Benjamin Robertzon and Staff, Some o! e
Addresses presented to The Hon, M, Gokhale, Vrededorp Fio-
pertics, The Late Mr. Abdoola m Adem, llﬂl.n Suikew in
Puzhan, (’Ehm Pigjuces).
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B OO KS F o R SALE The Ethic: b( Pagsivg Resigtance ‘ : 3
————— 1 Indian Home Rule, by M, K. Gandhi o 6

To be obtained from the fndian Opinien Press, Phoenix,
- Natal. Postal Orders to be made payable at Durban.

We have just received the following books from India. The
priges giver include cost of postags j— .
Price post free s.

Mr. Gandhi’s Speeches and Writingg--1896 to 191§ 3 |

. Mrs. Annie Besant — A Sketch of her Like )

Tales of Mariada Raman v

The Son-in-Law Abroad o
jmutuyl - ' o

'mqnfnmnirbul = St g

_ Essentials of Hinduism 1
" Aspeots of the Vedanta ’ 1
‘ Glimpses of the Ovient To-dny, by Ssint Nihsl Singh 3

Indjan Industrial and Economi¢ Problems, by Prof. Kllc 3 3

Esseys on Indian Economics, by Ryeade 4

Bri Sankaracharys 7%

.St Remaovjacharys £

Essays on Natlonal Idealism, by Dr, Copmaraswamy 2}

The Indian National Congress, its Origin and Growth o

Speeches of John Morley

SrieSankara’s Select Works

The Life and\Teachings of Buddha

Bri Madhwacharys . ' .

Vaishpavite Reformers of Indis .

The Governance of Indix, by Govinds DM

India’s Untouchable Saints .

Aggrepsive Hindpiam <

Gokhale’s Speeches .

Dadabhai Naoroji's Speeches

Vivekanands's Bpeeches

King George's Sp@:chc; - .

IR _ anh - -'q L UNE AL

Ten]Tm:lISainta .

For India’s Uplift, byJAnnic]Besant -

" Speeches on Indian Questions, by Mr, Monta ue
The Indian Demands, by (is A« Nniessn
Commentary on the Bhagavay ‘Gita, by R, V, Khedkar

BIOGRAPHIRS OF EMINENT INDIANSf:— -

Dadabbai Nacroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Rabindra.
gath Tagore, M. K. Ganchi, Baba Sarendranath Ban.
efjes, Budruddin Tyabji, Pundit Madan Mohan Mal.
aviya, The Right Hon. Bayed Amir Ak, H. H. Bbpi
- Sayaji Reo Geekwar, Sir Sayed Abmed Khan, H, H,
the Aga Khan. Swami Ramn Tisntk, V. Krishnaswamij
Aiyar, Kristo Das Pal, Dewan @. Rangucharle, Rao
" Behadur R. N. Mudholkgr, W. C. Bonnerjes, 4. M.
Bose, Bebramji M. Malsbari, Revi Vsrma, Lals Lajpat
Rai, Kashinath Trimbek Telang, Swami Daysnand
Saraswati, Mrs. Sarojini Naide, Swami Viveksnads,
Yam Dutt, Ishsvar Chandar Vidyssager, SirSala Juog,
. Madhava Rac, D. E. Wacha, Sri Remakrabas
shamsa, Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Rahimtulla
Mopated Sayami, Dr. Resh Behari Ghose, Nawab
Mobainul-Mulk, Sir C. Savkeran Nyir, La} Mokun
Ghese, Rajs Ram Mohan Roy s 9 ¥
Peeps at Many Lends, with 1z cploured plates — Cey»
ion, Siam, Burma, Meme Lifc in Tndia - oach
Bhagsurd Gits ~ M. Besant’s Tragslgtion
Nation Building, by Annje Besauk
Warfare in Ancient fidia
-Hewy Todiap Tales
‘}ThP §tory of the Raya snd Appaji
*Tales of Komati Wit and Wisdom
. Tales of Tennalirama

Memojr ofthe Jate 3. J. Doke
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Frizsnps of INDiA “figRIRs :—Lord Morley, Sir Wm,
Wedderburn, Rev. Dr. Miller, Sir Edwin Arnold, Lord
Hardinge, Chas. Bradlaugh; Edmund Buke, Lond
Miato, Sister Mivedits, Henry Fawcett, john Bright,
A. O, Hume, Sir Henty Cotton, Lord Macaulay gnd

Lord Ripon. ’ - esch o3
Lifs of M. K. Gandhi (in Tamil) z
" " " (in Hindi) I

- Mahomed ‘The Grest Arabian,’ by Meredith

Townsepd i
Stories and Sayings of India, Ceylgn dnd Butmq I 9

From Colombo to Almora : Lectures by Swam!
Vivakanands, - -3 19
From Cglombo to Almora . s 13

Hissays ig Indisp A, Judustey and Fducatien,

by E. B. Haval}, i 7 4
Rabindranath Tagore, a Lecture by the Rey. €,

F, Agdrews of Delhi delivered at Capetown, ©- ¢
Hmdulam, by Dr. Barnett T’ 8
Letters of ]ohn Chinaman T 9
A Study io “Indign Economics by P. anerj; 4 4
The Golden Number of “[ndian Opmlop :

Paper covers 1 e

Bound in cloth 2 &
Positiop of the Women in the Vedas o 5}
Hindu Social Jdeals, by P. J. Mechta B
M. X. Gandbi, n o » ® 7

. The Story of the Ramayana, the Epic of Rapa -
. Prince of Tndia ; by J. L. P. Erastuus s 7

The Hon, Mr. Gokhae and the Indenture Spstem 6
The Hon. Mr. Gokhale’s Tour in Sopth Africa :

Special INptan OPINION Souvenir.. -1 e
A Letter to 2 Hindu, or the Subjection of Indig,

its Cause apd Cwrs, by Leo Folstoy L
_Figlds, Factories apd Workshops, by Pripce

" Kropotkin - . I8
" Unto this Last, " T ) 110
English Traity and Represeptative Mew, by

Emersop LI
Spciety and Solitude and other Fusays, by

Emerson I ke

i
-
-

War and Peace, Vols 1, 2,and 3, by Tolstoy, each 'z 1
Reflections on the French Revolution, by _Burk_e i9
Asiatic Law Amendment Act (1gey) and

Regulations, in English and Gu;mti’ 5
A Book—and it§ Misnomer 7
Bhagavad Gxta. Mrs. Besant’s Transiatln L

: Astattcs Regutsuon Amendment Act {(1908)

~in Engltsh‘a.nd Gujaraty F1 3

: Reg:stranon Act (1908) Rogulations, in .
! Euglish and Gujarati # .

The Indians of South Adrica; by H. 8. L. P.p)ak 1} 6

Printed nnd Published by Manilsl M. Sendhi g) ﬂﬂhlﬂl
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