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(SIR PHEROZESHAH MEHTA’S CAREER

T is impossible, in the brie! space at our disposal,
H to give a (ull account of the life of such a strenu-
ous and devoled patriot as the late Sir Pheroze-
shah Mcrwanjee Mechta, Springing from a race of
{oreigners, driven {rom their homes in Persia twelve
hundred years ago, to find a pew home in Westero
India where the Parsecs are pow firmly established,
Sir Pherozeshah lived his life in and for India, This
wnall community has produced some of the greatest
men in India.  Such men as Mr. Framji Cowasji, Mr.
Dadubhai Naoroji, Mr. Naoroji Furdoonjee, Mr. S, S.
Bengali, Mr. D. . Wacha, Mr. Tata and Sir Pheroze-
stkh Mehta, are finc examples of public men of whom
any race would be proud indeed.

{1t should be smid that, from the Arst, lortune uniiorm-
ly lavoured Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, He was born of
respectable middle class parents oo the 4th of August,
1845, and 13 one year younger than that imtrepid life-
long aseociate of his, Mr. Dinshaw Edulji Wacha,
His Iather was a successful partner ol the firm of
Mecasm. Cama & Co., pioneer merchants first of China
and then of London, and had fuily realised the value
of sound liberal education. He himselt had won a
nanie for Jiterary activity and readily put him to college,
Mehta belonged therelore to the first batch of young
Indians who were recipients of a high-class European
education. His college career was brilliant and he
gave such high promise that Sir Alexander Grant took
a peculiar liking for bim. He graduated in 1864 and
passed with honours his M.A,, six months later. He
being the first Parsee M.A,, Sir Alexander Grant re-
solved upon securirg him the benefit of a tew years’

residence in Great Britzin, and he was sent up to train

himself for the Bar with Mr. Rustomji Jamsetji Jeejee-
bhoy's travelling fellowship, which, however, became
only partially available to him owibg to the adverse
fortune that overwhelmed that philanthropist.

Whilst studying tor the Bar at Lincoln’s Inn, he came.
into inspiriting contact with Mr. Dadabhai N aorojt, who
was even &t thal time fighting hiz loncly battle on be-
balf of India, and of course caught his genial spirit and
fervid entbusiasm. Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji was closely
connected with two importaot organisations, the L oodon
Indian Society and the Kast India Association, at which
papers were read on Indian problems with a view to

creating & healthy public opinion in Eogland. Young

Indians could avail themselves of the splendid oppor-

tunities their mectings afforded to train themselves for .
a political career. It was at these meetings that Mr. .

Mebta and Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee laid the foundations
of a personal ang a political comradeship that were to
bear such brilliant fruit in after years,

While in England, Mr. Mebta himself reag a paper
at a meeting of the East India Association on * The
Lducational System of Bombay,” which is an eloquent
pica for liberal education. He held the view thet India
was lo perd ol a system ol thorough and advanc: d edu-
C4ulon 1n order 10 traip those capable of tising above

the average and this could only be attained by the

highest possible university course, Without disparagiog

in the least the modest usefuloess of elementary educa-
tion, it may be laid down, he said, thatin India it must

yield precedence to the question of bigh liberal.

education, and he continued to hold that view.

An evidence ol his fearless independence was given
50 early as 1877, when at a public meeting held in the
Town Hall of Bombay under the Presidency of the
Governor, Sir Raymond West, he moved an amendment
to the resclution on the Voluoteer movement. The
public meeting had been called in the pame of the

whole citizens of Bombay with a view to forming a -

Volunteer Corps solely and exclusively among the
European inbabitants for the better preservatian of the
safety of the island of Bombay. But an one-sided and
exclusive movement ought not to have been set on loat
in the name of the entire citizens of Bombay, and
when His Excellency asked if anyone wished to address
the meeting, Sir Pherozeshab got up and moved agn
amendment to the effect that * it was not advisable to
resolve on the fornmtion of a Volunteer Corps compos-
ed exclusively of Europeans in & public meeting of the
inhabitants ol Bombay.” The organisers of the meeting
thereupon contessed that it was intended only to call a
meeting of European inhabitants and the word ** Europ-
ean " was inadvertently omitted ! .
We hope to give in our next issue further glimpses
of this great man's character and career.) '

Indian Bearer Company

We are glad to be able’ to-furnish our readers with
the official confirmation of the arrangement regardin
the payment of maintenance allowance to the familieg

of members of the Indian Bearer Company, The inter- -

view with Senatc r the Hon. Marshall Campbell appear-

ing in the Nata/ Mercury and which we reproduced in

our issue of the sth instant, was not, in our opinion, a
definite statement, and seemed to leave the matter

uncertain. We therefore obtained an interview with

Senator Campbell and suggested that it was desirgble
that the arrangement outlined by him should be official-
ly confirmed from the headquarters of the Governor-
General’s Fund at Pretoria.  Mr, Campbell at once
agreed that such confirmation was necessary and suggest-

ed our writing a letter to him, making the request, and -

he would see that the matter was brought 1o the
Governor-General's notice.- We readily fell in with
Mr. Campbell’s suggestion, and we have now received
the following letter, dated the 15th instant, from Mr,
Henderson, Town Clerk of Durban--—

“Ta reference to your letter of the 6th inst., addres-
sed to Sepator the Hon, Marshall Campbeli, asking for
confirmation of his statement sr maintenapce allowancs
to dependents of members of the Indian Bearer Com.
paoy, 1 have pleasure in handing you herewith copy of
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& letter from Lord Buxton to the Mayor, which I think
gives the informatien you require. Should yom so
desire, this letter may be_published in your pn;f&i.” ’

{11(, ‘-'fé)llo% in the Goverdo r’Cenerals fetter %o the

‘or S, - .

: Eo#'e‘m‘dfen‘t tI-IoFil,'sc'.-, E’ret?c?ﬁa. ,

: 1oth Noveinber, Y15,
Dear Mr. Nicholson,—The Executive Committee of
the Governor-General's Fund has been %wked by the
Durban Local Committee whether the depencents of
the men serving i the 4ndiad Bedrer Cotpanich ow
being raised inthe Upion are entitled to agsistance
from the Fund. S e .

Under the original definition of its objects, the
Governor-General’s Fund is for * the relief of distress
caused to persons who have been, or are, called out,
or who volunteer ip the service of His Majesty during
the present war, or to their dependents resident in the
Union.” ) )

It folfowd ut orree, therefore, from this définition
that the dependents of men serving with the Indian
Beafer Conrpantes ate ‘eligible for assistance from the
Fubd. . _

The Executive Committeéé has ‘decided that ‘the ex-
terit 6 the Assistadiceé te be given must be fiked on
the merits ol each case afier investi
Committee,

M

Believe nie, Yours sincerely,
Buxton.

A Letter of thanks
The Editor INnian OPINION. ‘
Sir,—The officér Commangdiog the Iedian Stretcher
Bearer Coinpany, Stamlord Hill Camp, would be glad
if 'you would Kindly allow him, through your columns,

to ‘thank the Iollowing for gilts gratefully received by

the Comgpany :—
Mrs. W,

MF. Luwrence, 110 Field S'lreég Vegetables, Mr.
Pafsee Rustoinjee, Soap 1 casé an Matches.  Mr. 8.
A. Naikér, Cigars 300, Mr. Rajkoomar, Milk daily.

Mr. James Chibniah, The Bluff, Vegetables.
1, E. Briscoe, Major,

‘Commanding I S. B. Company. .

. Stamford Hill Canp,
November 11th, tq1s,

(Jmportant_ Cape Immigration

. Case ,

Qa October 5th in the Cape Provincial Division of
the Supreme Court, Mr. Justice Kotze delivered reserv-
ed judgient as follows oo the application ol ose
Hgssan Khan :—~ A o

This wmatter has come belore the Court by way of
petition, in which
Ha‘ﬂséip‘l{%é
yedr 1904,
fully are
the 'ggnélbél Immigratipn Officer in December last,
but 'was granied a temporary permit to remain in_the

e petitioner complains that he was wrong-

Caeé Province Tor a certain period, which 'was extend- .
ed

gation by a Local -

Buthe, Stamford Hill, Books and Perlodicals. |

ich it is sef out that the petitioper,
b, came ffum Indiato Cape Tows in the

ested and declared a_prohibited immigrang by .

rom time to tjme, and expired on. August 27th,

. t9r5. 1 appearsthat in the months of Noyember and
Deceber 1914, several Indians were arrested and de-
clared prohitbited immigrants. Certain allegations were
made at the time as to irregularities in the Immigration
Department, and certain grievaoces were expressed by
the Indian community. In cpnsequence of this, the
Minister ol the Interior, in April last, appointed a Com-
mission to inquire into the working of the Immigration
Depaifnent.  Witnlesses were examined in connection

ey

with this inequiry, and the petitiober, through his attorney, |

- together with other Yudians, tendered to give evidence.

L

-

TR 9T, 19ty

A letter was written on behalf of the Cape [y
etter w n Zape Britich
Indian Unico to the Minister of the lnteriof, pom]n:ng

out that there were Indians who could give evidenre,
and asking whether an vudertaking could not be given
that thase who may give evidence will not be declared
to be prohibited immigrants or deported, adding that
if such an assurance were made, witnesses will come
forward nd give materisl evidence. To this Tetter a
reply was sent by the Department of the Interjor stat-
ing that, so far as the Departoient was concerned, the
Commissioner who was to hoid the enquiry, had ’begn
iptrucréd that *“an aspurance Should be given to the
witoesses that no steps will be taken to deport, as pro-
::bn;ed gvn.::lugr?gs, any of t!:e men who come forward
to give evidence 1n connection with the epqui
further, that tHe Department will take nc stt!([l;)s ?& !;::gf
secute them in connection with any nfatters asising oul
of the enquiry, provided that the evidence given by
them justifies such, a step,” In a further letter from
the Department of thie Interior, the Cape British Indian
Union #as infornted that the matter had been submitt.
ed to the Commissioner, and that he had replied hy
telegraph to the department that he had informed Mr,
Bakter, 'actm% as attornéy for the Cape British Indian
Unpion, 4nd also for the petitioner, *thit he is prepar-
ed, in specific cases of a special natire, 1o give an as-
surahce that bo steps will be thked 'to ‘prosecuts or
deport as prohibited immigraots, any o) tge witnesses.
who come forward at the inquiry.” The Commissioner,
in his affrdavit, States that Mr, Baxter 2pproached him,
and represented that he had witnesses in connection
with the matters to be invéstigated by the ‘Commis-
sidner, dnd asked for ab Assurance so far as they were
concerned. Mr. Baxter also explained 'to the Commis-
sioner that he had statemeats from thése withesses
which he declined to praduce udless they Weve called.
The Commissioner dectarés that he did not §ive Mr.
Baxter an assurance that those giving evidence would be
exempted fromady procéedings to deport them, buttold
him that he was prepared to give an assurance ib sprci-
fic ¢ased of a specil nature. The Commissioner adds
that, even in cases of witnesses who actually did appear
before him, be declined togive hay assurance in the
case of anyone who had Alvéady been dealt with by the
Immigration Departinett ag a prohibited immigrant,
and that the applicant, ving béen dealt with prior to
his Toquiry, could Hot have béen fiven 'an assurinie
even had he given evidence. Mr. Baxter lyrnished the
Commissioner with a list of persons who were Willing
to ‘give evidece, and on this list was Yhe name 'of the
petitiondr. The Commisvioper Tnformed Mr, Barter
that he wolld forward this list with a favourable recom-
mendation, bt he made fio specific adsuraiice in reghrd
to the persons whose haines were oh that list, An as-
surance was, however, given by the Commissiodbr to
certain seven persons that they would not be 8eported or
prosecuted. A Tist of thése seven persons;‘ofWhI'om the
petitioner was not ode, was handed to thé Principal
Immigration Officer, who in his affidivit states that he
is instructed by tbe Mibister of the Interior 'that only
those whose ‘hames are on'this list will be exempted
from @eportation, and thit the petitioner is to be
depotted. L
A Breach of Fafth?

The aid of this Céurt is now iovoked on behalf of
the petitioner on a twofold grouwd. First of all it s
contended that there bas been gross breach ol faith by
the Government which Seeks to ‘depont the 'petitioner,
in violation of the terms ¢of the assurance inade to his
attorney on his behxif, and that the Court, 7o the exer-
cise of its eqiitable jurisdiction, Will come to Yhe peti-
joner's assistance and restrair the Depértment from
deporting him. In the next-place, it is contended that,
as the petitioner ig domiciled in Cape Tows, he is not
4 prohibited imorigrant, and cannpt therefore be deport-
ed in terms of the Immigration Act No, 2z of 1913.
Tt is no doubt to be regarded that .the petitioner and
his attorney seems to labour under the impression that
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" n asgrance was delinitely given by the Commissioner
that ail thos: Indians who were prepared to come for-
ward and give evidence dt the invgmry would not be
treated an prohibited immigrants, sod deported.  But
upon the inlormation bedore the Court, T do not think
thal it can be aceurately satd that an assurance of the
kind was given by the Commissioner to the petitioner
and all others who were willing to tendet their evidence,
and whose names were on the list which Mr. Baxter
barnjed to the Comminticoer. The momt Yhat can be
said with regard to that list is that the Commissioner
undertouk to submit it together with a favourable re-
coinmendation of his own to the Minister. He did
nut at any ume give a definite assurance to the peti-
tioner ¢r to anyone else appenaring om that list. The
legation, theretore, of a gross breach of faith has not
heen subrtantiated,  And even hed there been a breach
of fuith, it is ditficult to sec how the Court can, in the
crercise of ap equitable jurisdiction, ag comended on
behalf of the petitioner, come to his assistance, _

As It has not been shown, upon the affidavits and
doruments belore me, that an assurance was given to
the petitioner, it becomes wholly unnecessary to con-
aider what the legal position of the petitioner would
tinve heen hiad the existence of such an assurance becn
satisfactority established.

“The wecond point ‘taken on bebhalf of the petitioner
is the more important one, for it does not merely affect
him, but rclates to the liberty of the subject. On be-
half of the petitioner, it is maintained that the evidence
vpop wilidavit shows he was domiciled here betore the
Imtuigratian Act of 1u13 came iato force, and that
under section § (1) of this Act he can not be removed
s o prohibited immigmnt,  On the other hand, 1t is
contended that, any person found within the Union
nfter the Act cume into force, can be declared a pro-
hibited immigrant by the Minister, and that, as the
Minister hns declared that the petitioner falls under
that category, he must be deported, and czonot seek
redresy from the Court, which has been deprived of
jurisdiction in the matter by section 3 of the Act, Tt
will tinm be‘secn that very great and drastic powers are
claimed f6r the Minister, which may seriously interlere
with peraonal Hiberty, and the Court be unable to afford
any 'protection.  As a general propesition of constitu-
tionul law, I quite agree with the observation, made
by Wessels, J., in Chotabhai ». The Union Government,

.an observation which also met with the approval of the
lute Chief Justice (1911, App. Div. at p. 30). Itis to
the following effect: *“This Court has an_ inherent
right to prevunit the Government or any ‘official from
intetleving with the liberty of uhy resident within its
jurisdiction. The person who claims to intertere with
the liberty of a cltizen must show that he has been
given that right by ‘the legislittue. TI{ he can show
that’be possesses that right, this Court will not interfere
with his action, but every parson resident within the
jurisdiction of this Court ia-ettitied to bringan official
before the Coutt to justity hisuct of interfering with
the applicant's liberty.” Thi: simple question, there-
lote, s whether'the Minister possesses'the power'claim-
ed of declaring the patitioner 8 prohibited immigrant
with a view to his deportation and, il so, whether this
power has been Tawlully exercised in the present in-
stance. Now, according 'to the affidavit of the peti-
tioner, he came from India to Cape Town in the year
1902, and has resided here ever since that time. This
statement is not traversed, and T must therefore hold
that there is presumptive proof of the petitioner being
domxcllegl within the Provisce. By section 4 (1) of
the Immigration Act, uny person,'who is described in
any peragraph of this sub-section and-who enters or is
found within the Uniop, shall be a prohibited immi-
grint.  Among the persons so described are ‘ineluded
any person or class of persons deemed by the Minister
on ecomomic grounds or on gccount of their standard
ot habits of life to be unsuited to the ‘requirement of
the Union. J was informed by Counsel for the re-
spondent that it is upop this ground that the Minister

has arrived at his decision for the deportation ol the
peutioner.  Section 5, however, provides that certain
persons or classes of persons shail not be deemed pro-
hibited immigrants, for the purpose of the Act, and
among these, any person domiciled in any Province of
the Union. By section 2 of the Act provision is made
for the establishmeut of a Board whose duty it is to
summarily determine appeals by persons who, secking
to eoler or being louad within the Union, have been
detained, restricted, or arrested as prohibited Immi-
grants. Save as is especially provided by section 3,
the Board is to entertain exclusive jurisdiction in re-
gard to the matters entrusted to 1. Section 3, on
which reliance is placed by the Minister, enacts that
“no Court of Law in the Union shall, except upon a
question of law reserved by a Board, have jurisdiction
to review, quash, reverse, interdict, or otherwise inter-’
fere with any proceedings, act, order, or warrant of the
Mianister, a board, an immigration officer or a master,
had, done, or issued under this Act, and relating to
the restriction or detention or to the removal lrom the
Union or any Province of a person who is being dealit
with as a probibited immigrant.” The Board ‘may,

however, of itse own motion, and must at the zequest of
the appellant or of the Immigration QOfficer, reserve dor
the decision of a superior Court baving juriséliction
any question of law which arises upon an ‘appeal 1o it,
aod a question of law shall include a question of

(Lo de 'coru'mu:d.)) -

domioile.

(::A-PE IMMIGRATION CASE
Wk pu

lish in this issue the report of an important
case heard recently in the Cape Proviacial Division of
the Supreme Court. It appears that goe Hassan Khan,
who claimed to bhave acquired a domicile in that Prov-
ince, having atrived there from India in 1go2, was
declared a prohibited immigrant, but he did tiot appeal
to the Immigration Board as he alleges that his witnes-
ses were intimidated by the harsh procetlure adopted by

_ the then Priocipal Immigration Officer. The Court has

held that, in the circumstances, it has oo powerto pre-
vent this man's removal from South Africa, us ‘he did
not exercise the rights conferred upon him by the Im.-
migration Law. Whether the ‘Court is right -or wrong
ip its interpretation of the law we do not proless to say,
but if the man is deported, without further ipquiry into
the allegations made by him, a grave injustice ‘will have
been inflicted upon him. If Hassan Khab is domiciled
in the Cape Province—and the Court said that'there
was uncontradicted evidence of this—he will 'be de-
prived of his rights by a technicality ot the law. This
is obviously not sympathetic legislation. And, farther
than this, this case should never have been dllowed o
go before the Court ; tor we uaderstand that, even ‘where
a4 man has notentered a Proviace strictly 'legally, if he
has resided ‘there for 2 number of years and has thus
acquired a vested right, the Government’s policy has
been not to disturb him or cause his removal. Tt dur
understandiog of the Government's policy 'is correct,
clearly the Principal Immigration Officer ‘has acted in
contlict ‘with that policy. -

From an examinttion 'of the applicant’s ‘petition, it
would seem that Hassan Khan gave his'evidence befcre
the Cape Immigration Commission ‘on the ‘iniderstand-
ing that he ' would be indemaified. ‘However -this may
be, it is admitted that bis name was included in a‘tist
recommended for indemnity by the Commissioner, byt .
the Government did not accept the recommendation,
In the first place, the 'Cape ‘Commissioner does not
appear to have interpreted his instructions as Hberdlly
or humsaely as his collcague who conducted the Trams.
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vaal Inquiry. But then the latter was not under the thumb
of the local Immigration Officer, as has been alleged by
those who know how the Cape Inquiry was conducted.
In the second place, th& Government, in our opinion,
were morally bound to accept the Commissioner’s rec-
ommendation. That they did not, and yet made use ot
the evidence of those who, through a mistaken idea of
the extent to which they were protected, came forward

to assist the Government, is extremely unlair and uo- |

generous, We fear that this case will create a most
unpleasant impression in the Indian community, who
will resent this unsympathetic treatment of untortunate
people whose worst fault is that they trusted false per-
mit agents, on the one hand, and the liberal interpret-
ation, shared by the Transvaal Commissicner, of the
terms of the Government’s indempity, on the other.)

A GRACEFUL ACT

WE referred briefly in our last issue to the case of Mr.
Abmed Essack, who was under order ol deportation,
but in whose behalf a final appeal had been made to
the Minister. We are glad to be able to announce
that the appeal has been successful and that the Gov-
ernment have been good enough to cancel the order
and allow the old gentleman to pass his days in this
Province in the bosom of his family. This is an exam-
ple of what it is possible to do by means of a simple
petition such as the one sent io this case to the Minis-
ter, The signatories thereto represent the majority of
the Indian residents of Durbun and district, and the
Minister muat bave realised that such'a united, popular
expression of intense feeling was not to be ignored.
The Government have done well in adopting a sympa-
thetic attitude in this case and they are entitled to the
thanks of the community for thus overruling the letter
of the law and turning a sympathetic ear to this prayer.
Such humane acts oo the part of the Government are
encouraging, and we hope that they will show a similar.
spirit in regard to other cases, such as the one reported
from the Cape and others that demand treatment in.
accordance with the broad spirit of the settlement.

PROVISION FOR DEPENDENTS

ELSEWHERE we report an ioterview with Senator the
Hon. Marshall Campbell and subsequent correspond-
ence regarding the maintenance allowances to be made-
from the Governor-Geperal’s Fund to the dependents of,
the imembers of the Indian Bearer Company. His;,
Exggllency Lord Buxton has been pleased to confirm.
. the_ arrangement outlined by Mr. Marshall Campbell..
"Each case will be taken on its merits and payments
will be made according to needs. This raises the ques-
_tion pf deciding as to the requirements of each family.
We undergtand that, in the case of Europeans, a special
committee has,been appointed to decide what is true.
and fair—no easy task. Now if it is difficult to fix upon:
g fair allowance to a European family, how much more
- difficult it will be for the same committee to decide in
the case of Indian families, even if this Committee has,
pot already too much in haod in dealing with Europ-
eans. It would not be fair to expect such a2 committee .
to undertake the duties, What, theg, should be done.
i€ that the local Committee of the Governor-General's
Fuagd ghould appoint a sub-committee to investigate the .
requitgments of Indian families. Suck committee
should cunsist of Europeans and Indians. Senator;

Marshall Campbell is taking such a deep interest in the |

Indian volunteers and the Overseas Contingent Fund
that we befjeve he would be willing to become a mem-
-ber of the sdb-committee. ‘He enjoys the confidence
of all sections of the Indian community, Other Euro-
peans might be willing to sit on this committee——say
two others beside Mr. Campbell. In regard to the In-
dian members, we would suggest that His Worship the
Mayor should nominate five well-known and respected
members of the community. We should like to see at
least one European and one Indian lady on this com-

1 of years ang still is,
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mittee, We teel sure that, it so called u n, they
would willingly respond. We are aware th;o such L-f
position is a thankiess one, but we feel that a sense o!
" duty will prompt them to accept it in the interests of

those who are doing a greater service by sacrificing all
for King and Empire.

The Case of Mr. Ahmed Essack

The following is a copy of the petition, referred to in
our last issue, addressed to the Minister of the Interior,
Pretoriz :—

_ We, the undersighed members 8t the Indian com-
munity resident in the Natal Province desire, humbiy

| and respecttully, to bring to your notice the exceeldingly

unfortunate circumstances in which one Ahmed Essack
finds himselt, he having received a final notice from the
Principal Immigration Officer in Durban to leave the
Province as a prohibited Immigrant, and confidently
hope the same will receive your favourable and sympa-
thetic consideration,

We are informed that the whole of the circumstances
of this aged gentleman's case has been placed belore you
in a letter addressed by Mr. Anderson, Solicitor, of
Ladysmith, acting on behalf of his client, the said
Ahmed Essack It is unnecessary for us to repeat here
what has aiready been stated fully. We beg of you to
discard any mistakes that may have been made in the
representation of his case and see that such an cld and
highly-respected member of the Indian community and
an old resident of this Province is not driven away
from it because of 2 mere techoicality. We know asa
fact that Ahmed Essack has resided in Natal for up-
wards of 27 years, doing business in Durban, Lady-
smith, Stanger and Verulam. He has beeo a Trustee
of the Ladysmith Mosque for a considerable number
He has a large number of rela-
tives, including sons, daughters and grand-children
who, with their lamilies, are settled in the Provioce.
It is the desire ot his relatives that he should remain in
Natal and spend his declining years in comfort. More-
over, there are many members of his family laid to rest
in this country and bis one desire is that he, too, may,
in the course of time, rest with them. He ia at present
under the doctor's care and is not io a fit condition to
undertake any voyage. , The doctor's certificate re-
lative thereto 1s in the hands of the -Principal Immigra-
tion Officer here, ‘

_ We venture to express our humble opinion that it
wottld be cruel and unjust to allow this old man, who
is 77 years of age, to be deported like a criminal, oot-
withstandiog -his long and continuous regidence here.
His is, we humbly submit, a very exceptional case,

" We sincerely trust that our appeal for clemency will,
vot be in vain, and are confident that you will be graci-:
ously pleased to grant Mr. Ahmed Essack’s request
that he may pass his remaining days in Natal, surround-,
| ed and cared for by his relatives and friends. ;
! We leave the matter entirely in your hands, believing,
. that justice will be done and sympathy extended in this
i case, . B

. We have the honour to remaio,
' _ Your obedient servants .
~Dawad Mzhomed, Chairman, Natal lodian Associa-
(tiom. . o :

E. M. Paruk, Treasurer Natal Indian Association.

"Omar Haji Amod Jbaveri, L. Gabriel, Joint Hou.,
Setretaries Natal Indian Association.

" M. S. Randaree, Chairman, Anjuman Islam,

Parsee Rustomjee, President Natal Zoroastrian
Anjumap. oo T

V. Lawrenge,
Men's Society.

:P;i_egi&énti ‘tdt:hb‘]ic Indian Young
Mr. Dawad Mahomed and Mr. Ahmed Essack have
received a comsunication, which we shall print 1n our

next issue, granting the reliel prayed lor.



