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INDIANS' SERVICES ACCEPTED

UR Johannesburg comrespondent reported on
@ Friday last that the lollowiog had been offici-
aily communicated to the press irom Defence
Headuarters :— ,
The Army Council bas aceepted gladly the offer of
the Union Government to raise ao infantry battalion of

Cape Coloured men and two bearer companies of -

Indians resident in South Alrica,

Further particulars will be publitfied as to the com-
position and strength of these uaits, and as to the terms
ol service,

It the meantime tnquiries and correspondence on

the subject ol the infantry battalion should be addres.”

sed to the Director ol War Recruiting, Pretoria, and on
the subject of the Iodian bearer companies to the
Principal Immigration Officer, Pretoria,

Saturday,

Upon enquiry ol the Principal Immigration Officer,
Pretoria, 1 am informed that full particulars as to con-
ditions of service and pay are at present not ascertain-
ed, but communications are being made with the Im-
perial Government by cable and a reply is expected
within the course ol the pext few days. 1 understand,
however, that the terms of pay and of allowance to
wives and lamilies will be on the Imperial Service scale,
and that there will be no racial difference made. The
limit of ages will be from 18 to 36 or possibly 4o,
subject, of course, to medical examination. The
numbers required will be about 350,

Persons desiring to volunteer for service should apply
through the Natul lodian Association, Durban, the
British Indian Association, Johanvesburg, the Awaken.
ed India Society, Cape Town, or direct to the Princi.
pal Immigration Officer at Pretoria, but there should
oot be duplication of applications. It is requested
that the names of volunteers should be communicated
to us.

1’;$
No Question of Bargaining

The Suxday Times contains the following —

The topic of the day is the Army Council’s accept-
ance of an infavtry battalion of Cape Coloured men
and two companies of Indian stretcher-bearers, fn
South Africa we have come to regard Indians on 'the
battlefield as almost essential. During the Angio Boer
war they were iovaluable, and theis Little two-wheeled
Red Cross carts were quite a picturesque feature of al-
most every column of British troops. And that there

are lew fiver fighters than the Indians has been demon- .

strate 1 in Flanders and in many another arena,

The Army Council’s decision has very baturally given
the liveliest gratification to the leaders of the Indian
and Cape Coloured communities ig South Alrica, by

*hom it cannot otherwise be regarded than as a leyer 1

wherewith to advocate in the future the granting of
certain claims that have been insisted upon in the past,
but have not been recognised, Mr. H. §. L. Polak, the
Johaoaesburg solicitor, whose part in the effort to
obtain these rights is well known, yesterday did not
agree with a Swnday Times representative upoo this
aspect of the matter. - : L

The Indians, he said, would serve the Empire i
whatever capacity was asked of thum, as a matter of
duty. There would not be any question of bargaining,
be emphasised, Mr. Polak has had many enquiries
from Indians in il parts of the Union who desire to
help the cause of the Alliesin a very active manoer,
and he is now communicating with Pretoria to discover
the terms of any pay and other conditions upon which
the Indian stretcher-bearers will be enrolled. -

* From the general point of view,” he said, * I think
the Army Council’s decision will be welcomed most
cordially.  Indians have for some time past been
approaching the Government with a view to something
of this kind being done.” '

—

Licensing Cases

Before the Durbaa Town Council on the 7th instant,
three Indians appealed against the decision of the
Licensing Officer, who had fefused them retail licences
on the ground that he did not consider it advisable to
increase the number of retait licences in the town.

They were C. P. Naik, who sought a licence to sell
gen:ral goods at 201, Grey Street, now he manufactures
boxes at 1zo, Victoria Street, on a licence® granted
three months ago ; Ahmed Sahib, who has a butcher's
shop in Grey Street, and asked a retail licence for next

1 door, 209, Grey Street; and Rooknoodeen, an edu-

cated Indian, who formerly held a joint licence with
his brother, and for the last eight years has traded
23 a broker, and sought a wholesale licence for pre-
mises at 139, Grey Street, .

Mr. Burue, K.C,, appeared for Naik, and argued
that licences should not be refused on the ground of
class distinction,

Alter considering the matter in private,
on the motion of Dr. Francois,
Burmano, reversed the Licensing Officers’ decision, and:
granted the licence, )

The case ot Sahib, who, although he has beep jin the
Colpny for about 36 years, cannot speak English, was
remitted to the next meeting in order that he may get
tomeone tc present his case: The Licensing Officer
withdrew bis opposition in view ‘of the Council’s de-
cision in the first case, but the Mayor pointed out
that the Council could Bot.grant licences without x
stalement of a man's case, -

In the third case Mr. Molyeeux also withdrew, and

lhe application was granted. Rooknood peared:
in persoa.— Mara/ Afertury. e

the Council,

seconded by Mr, T. -
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The Admission of Minors

The {oflowiog Immigration Appeal was beard before
Messrs, H. Ross:Inpes (Chaivman), ke K. van Al
phen, and }. G. €. Wagner, members of the Immigrs--
tion Appeal Board (Transvaal) at Preforia on the joth
ulto., ‘The appellant. wes Madbsw Ramz M=r Polak
was for the Appeliang and Mr. Chainey for the Toaaais
gration Department, ,

Mr. Poluk, addressing the.Board, stated that he was
inclined to accept -a postpohement for the gurpose of
ohtaining further prooftenr Tndia is regard- tethe
appeliant now befure the Board, There were, howeves,
vertain matters of procedare which he desired ro discuss

error had not been made, and il such error had been

made-whether it eosld norF be pectified.  Fre submifted”
that, in an ordicary Court ot 'Law, oral evidence was

tendered, and- il i were reagonably credible andwots
shaken by 2 reaonsbler cioss-axamisation, e rese

poosibility was upan .he opposite party to bring rebut-
ting evidence, failing whch theé case would gy in favour.
of the appetfant. He submitted that the appelfant
wzs doing, everytliing tiecessary Trom a purely legal

point ‘of view.’

Theé Chairman said that, wher it was intended -to.
bring these boys into the country, the troper course
would be to go to the Tmmigration Deparfment aod’
wy and satisly the Principal lmmigration Officer.

Mr? Polak stated that he bad a case before him of an.
Indiah named Govind Mawjee, where-the Magistrate of
Surat had been addressed “and asked to sign a certifi-
ca‘e on the strerigth of an affidavit. After considerable
delay, 2 teply was received to the effect that he must
apply to the registration officer in the Transyaal and
ob.aina proper certificate from him and forward it
1o Surat, e difficulty was that the Board insisied
upon a certificate from a Magistraté. in India. Butyia
2 case where Mr. Chamnpey has.no-record of the appel-
Iant fo his Office, it was impossible for the maa to
obtain a certificate from India because Mr, Chamney
refased to sign the form here, and without suchsignature-
the Magistrate in India refused to give his counter
sgnature,

The Chairman said that he always foucd great diffi-
culty in accepting: oral testimony. In was therelore
very necessary in the interestd of lhe appetlant that
positive preaf from India sheuld be precured:

Mr. Polak waid that there were-three procedures moy
_onfty-by ‘Mr Chamney but by the Board: Fe would -
_reming the Board'that, on the 9:h of August,tha case:

ol Ismait Solimanc Maminojee. came before it - The:
appellant had no centificate:of sary kind from & Magist-
rate in Indie but produced ¥ medical certificate of age. -
Evidence was léd-and aecepted by the-Board, and the
appead was upheld. In the case of 3-boy: coming frome
India- three: months' sarlier: it was impossible to say
whitt the Board recuired. - The:difficulty avose- in-rew
gavet to Mz, Chemney oot:certitying form D.L.gs. Un-
lese-he-did certify the dormy the: Magistmte woald ‘not
-sigt page 4 thereoft He did ook say thmat it wee pot
desirable to have the D.Lgr form. buv he-did shinkt’
that it should besmade- possible for the mag-to- obtarn
a certifieato even it it were not on the D.No ¥ lovm: My,
Chamney, for example, could not possibly issue- form:
D.}.giinthe case of any appellant.

TFhe Chairman sadd he appr ciated the diffizuky
poanted out by Mr: Pblak but remarked thraty ¥f the:
torm D.L.g1 were completed, there would be: mo neces
sity for the appellant to come belbre-the Board:

M. Polak agreed thatthat. was ca but. asked! the
Boaxd toput:the questson te, Mr. Chamneywhetherany:
thing bad ever been published:either in the Governmint
Gaaettr or the . newspepersior any. Indmu - Aagoristion -
in-Boutty Africa had'bevn communicated withs novilyivg: -
the Indiko Community tiat these lorms weve-esgentizk

Mr. Chamney replied that, soviar as halnew, the e
quisoment bad'nor beeo publahad, He belisved: that
the: Magistratesin1ndia had- been circularisedis. 1kthe!

-
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PD.I 91 form was properly completed he was bound to
yacsept it. [t was a promise. Me would like o 2ad
one word mose. ‘The torm wae meant 28 a protertion
to the '(,'moa.v of South Afvica agaiom the farreptitious
entry of Asimic mioors, and aiso'as 2 protection of
the rights of minows whe desired, and who were entitled
to come in, . '

The Chawmarr pointed out thas the Board eould
first hear the evidence and then if it were not satisfied
could still require turther proof. In the cases where
adjournments had been granted, it was entirely in the
intarests of e appeflama.  No-hardehip was inBicted
upon them as they were allowed to remain here oo

[ fenYparary permits,
with tive- Bourd - with a-view to discovering whether-an 3

Mr. Poluk agreed that this wasso. He was under
the impression that the Board declined to receive any

- evicemce bat D hgrard - was. glad to kaowthat it was not

going to lay down any hard and fast rulc oo this sub-

| ject especialiy baving regard-to the difficullies thet he

. mdpoimed owt. He would bequnte matiaficd.if the Board
woultl geeept r centificate fronr & Magistrné in India
other than that upon the prescribed form provided it
gives the neeessary particnlary. Tt would, however, ba
neceseary for the Board'to set it down it writiog othes
wite the Magistrate in India might refas: to issu -,
~ Mr. Chamney said that he was very much afrzid!that
the appetlants in. whosh cases adjournments had beep
given.would require to go:2o: lodia imorder-w obtain:
the requivedsproof.  ‘The sendisg ot 2 photograph had
been suggested but. he was alraid- that it would net
answer,

The Chairman anoounced.that the appesliwould be
adjourned for six months to enable official evidence in.
supportcob theappellantis clainmi to be: procured from
Todia. -

Ti"ans‘;aali Gold Law

In the Transvaal Provincial Division of the Supreme
Court, on the 61h inst, belore Justices Curlewis and
Gregorowski the. appeal of C. Sam wersws. Rex, wis
heard: The appetlanty 2 Chinese; was convicred of &
contravention of section ryr (1) oi Act 35°0of 1908 in-
that he, being a-colpured person, wrongfelly andunlaw
fully resided -on" prochaimed- ground; mot' 7r &' bazaar,
logation; miiag compounnd, or- otherplace permitted’
by the Mining- Commissioner. Fbr appellent it way
contended that he-came within the provise of the last
sub-section inthat he was in occupation of the premises
in«quoesion at the tine the Act came imo force, and the
decision of the' Magistrate- was incomsistent with the
decision in the case of- Rex-o. Tamplin; that il the
owner of the stand had- the-right to permit a coloured
person tor live theseon, suchr parson bad. the right to
reside there and vo hiza it.

The Cewtrheld.there. was nothiag io.the judgment.
of the.case. mentisned whieh would lead owe to can-
cluded  that the Court wishud to distinguish beiweens.
the. right-which an owrer of 2 stand had. of. letting lox
trading purpases as-distinct’ (cowa the- right o let far
residential purposes. The rights eaisting at the com-
ing into operation of she” Act remained in force as re-
gards letting the property, and the colawred occupant
was not subject Yo' penmitics in such cases:  The appeal
was upheld, and.the conviction: quashed.:

An Incident. Recalled.

Mr. J A Neser, M.L.A., speaking ar the.dioner .
given to Mr. Dindarol Klerksdorp, said be esteemed
it # privitege to ssy = few words. upon that- occasion.
The addresy just read stated that Mr. Dindar had'come’
to Kletksdorp im 788" He (the: speaker) had taken'
up his-residerrce here & yeartater end” way present at
the- sube of ‘stxads i Marchi; r388; At that sale
Mahomed Femmit & Cof porchased the. stands mow
ocenpied by thre finn aird 7 whrich thiey Have cartied.on
arr henourzblé- and tucrative “bawivess. There was a
provisior' in the - thet: Yadios “could not aeqoire
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stands upon gol8helds, but_they were permitted to pur-
chase. Before building they applied tor a liceoce
to trade, apd tbis was also granted, whereupoo they
built premises and opened business. Shortly alter a
membes of the irm came to big and said-that the
Goverrgnent had ordercd the business to be closed.
He advised them to ignore the police, which they did,
aiid a policeman then vivited them to enforce the order.
He advised them not to resist the law, but to close,
and when the police withdrew to rc-opes. Ths they

did, and were then browght before the Landdrost, who -

upbe id . bis (Mr. Neser's) contantion that they dnd
acquited the righta legally and those rights ~must bg
respected.  He wes strongly opposed to interfesing

with vested rights and beld that those who had been

rmitted to reside here and open busimesses must not
E: dimtyrbed.

From the Editor’s Chair

HIOIIOOCIIOOCHIOR IO I IO
A SOUTH AFRICAN VOLUNTEER INDIAN

-BEARHER CORPS

As will be scen {rom another-eclumn in this issue, the
Jmperial Goveryment have invited the services of two
compavies ot Indian bearers. The pumbers called for
approximate 250, within certain limits of age, and, »s
will be seen, the terms of service are to be on the Im-
perial scale, as also the maiotenance rates for lamilies.
Expctly what these are will be announced in due course,
and those desirous of availing themselves of thie invita-
tion may do so in any of the ways set forth-in another
colympn. These Hearer Companies will be recruited for

service overscas, but where they will he sent ia a matter

ol which we have no knowledge. It is unlikely that the
men will be seut to Flanders ; they. will either go to the
Dsrdanelles or to East Africa, or to some other fighting

iront where their humanitarian services will be made
use of. South African Indjans bave always.espressed
themselves as being anxious to do what they could to
serve the Empire in whatever capacity ‘they might
be called upan to agt. Wae know that many will be
disappointed that they are pot to be recruited for the
fighting line, but, when it is a question of.service, there
must be no question as to bow that scrvice iste be
rendered and the Imperial Government are the best
judges ot the kind of serviee that they most require.
We are certain that South African Indians will cot feel
that they can have a better example than that set to
them by Mr. Gaodhi and the Indian ccmmunity resident
io England at the time of the outbreak of war. South
African Indians feel that they bave a duty to pertorm to
the Enipire, and now that they are called upon to per-
form this: duty in n special way, we are-sure they will
offer their services at the earliest possible moment and
maintain themselves in a condition of health and dis-
cipline lor the work that has to.be.done. They will be
under war conditions, and upon their conduct and
ability will depend very much the attitude of others
towards the [ndians of South .Akrica, Whether the
volunteers are ol Indian birth or South African, we are
sure they will do their best to maintain the prestige of
the Motherland and the honour of the Union of South
Alrica, which is now their home. ‘o those who would
say that Indians seek some future benefit from such
Mrvice we assert: that there cannot be gny question of
bargaining in this matter. We are covfident that the
entire Indian community of South ‘Alrica will -do its
utmost to support their afforts in every passible way
and will co-operate with the authorities to ensure the
success of this movement, which is no longer & matter

of experiment but merely one of emulation of a past
great example, ’ e

Germiston ‘Bazaar 'Régulaﬁons

At the meeting of the Germiston Towo Couuncil on
the snd ingant, the Health Committee repested that
0. objaction 4n the Bazase By.lews -had been .received
from the Beiuish Indien Awmeciation{copy of vwhich
appeared is ooy st issue).

As stated in.s previous ceport, the Commitiee-report-
¢d that bis funber amendment-was suggrsied by -the
Registrar of Asiatice.

‘Tt-was resolved :-{a¥ That the further amendment te
the -drait ‘Asistic Bazaar Bylcws, - as detailed in the
prioted Mioutes of -the Council dated vath ' Avgost,
circulated to members and laid on the table, be a_dppt—
ed ; {b) that the communication above quoted received

{ from the - British Indiam Association be forwarded fo

the Provincisl Becretary with the draft By-laws.

A “Farewell Gathering

We have received a copy of The Record giving a re-
port of a dinner given in’the Tivoli Hotel, Klerksdorp,
in honour of Mr.:Hsji Ehirhim -Hasji Ahmed Dindar,
who is leaving for India ob retiring from the business
ot Mahomed Ismail & Co., merchants of that town.
Over 100 guests assembled, incloding Mr. J. A:' Neser,
M.L.A. ; Mr..W. Campbell, Mayor; Mr, 5. W. Soyman,
Magistrate; Dr. H. Seott Ruswell, Messrs. R. M.
Williams, J. H..van Ryneveld, F. C. Danald ( Towa
Clerk), snd most of ibe influential . men . of the -tows
accepted the invitation and were preseat.

An zddress was presented to Mr. ‘Dindar expressing
the esteem, respect and affection of the Indian com-
munity. Ca

Mr. Dindar made = dobpation -of Lo 10510 :the
funds of the Klerksdorp Amateur Athietic Association
and placed £15 155 in the hands .of Mr. H. Bramicy
to be spent lor the benefit of the purses of the Klerks-
dorp Hospital lor their splendid services to the sick or
in any other way he thought desirable in the interests
of the Hospital. ' .

PR

‘The Labour Party and Colour
- Questions” -

. Capetown, Sept. 7 (Reuter).-—-—ﬁ meeting of delegates
from the Cape Peninsulz branches of the South Alrican
Labour ‘Party was held to-might, to define the attjtude

. of local adherents on the colour question. Resolutions

were passed pledging members to fight for extension to
the other Provinces of the iranchise for all civilised
men, irrespective of race, creed or colour, also protest-
g against the interprelation placed by the Press on
Senator Ware's motion at the Johannesburg Conterence.

A speaker, urged:that the time had come for the Cape
aod Nagal to say definitely whether they. were going to
stand by their objective, or were going to have their
tuture maryed by the porth. The logical coyrse- was to
sever ceonnectiop with the north, and declare that as a
party they were prepared to fight lor the Socjalist cb-
Jective in season and out ‘of season, until the Transvaal
wmembers were convinced that the Cape ppint of view
was rational. . - I :

-

The Chairman szid it should be {eft to the Transvaal
t0-say-whether: the esolution . was in .ozder; and then -
the question: would arise whesher they. weve to be, die-
tated to.by the Fronsvasl or sepamted 4rom ¢hat Pro-
vince, : S
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The Ten Commandments in
| South Africa

Qur protest against the Sovernment's retusal to
permit the aged mother of Mr. F. A. Cajee to return
to South Africa with him and share his home in Durban,
has been widely quoted in the Indian Press. Perhaps
the most rcathing comment upon this cruel decision
is the following from the Jndian Soctal Reformer . —

It would appear that those¢ who administer the law
relating to Indian immigrants juto South Africa, do not
recognise the second of the ten Commandments, which
enjoins that one shail honour bis father and his mother.
Anp 013 lady has been refused permission to spend the
evening of her life with her only son who is settled in
that Colony and on whom she depends for her main-
tepance. What is to become of her left alone, in her
old age, in India, is apparently no concern of the
South African authorities. This divorce of coosidera-
tions ot morality and humanjty from laws relating to
coloured races, is a disgrace to nations which profess
to be Christian and civilised, and, in the immanent
Justice of things, it will be their ruin, if they do oot
repent and return betimes to the path of rectitude.”

- News in” Brief

Dr. Abdurahman, M.P.C., has been returned unoppos-

ed to the City Council, Cape Town, on which body he-

previously served so well for nine consecutive years.

Eleven years ago, when the doctor fought his first
election, he created quite a furore (says 4.P.0.), being
the first Coloured man to aspire to municipal honours,
One of the Councillors declared that rather than sit by
the side of 2 Black man he would take his hat and
leave the Council. When the poll was declared that
night the doctor was returned secoud on the list, but,
geedless to say, none cof the sitting members resigned.
But the fates were rather unkind to the gentleman who
threatened to hand in his resignation. His turn to
appeal to the ratepayers came the next year, and bhe
found bimself at the bottom of the poll.

As a means of granting reliel to those out of employ-
ment, a Committee of the Durbzn Town Council says
it is now necessary to commence a further area of re-

" clamation on the Beach, but as the area to be further
reclaimed is restricted, and the work will largely con-
sist of levelling and top-dressing, it is proposed, as a’
trial, 25 coloured men be offered 3s. 6d. per die on
street repaits and maintenance, which is lighter work
than that of reclamation, and which latter is largely
done by task, These coloured -men will take the place
of natives and Indians, and 18. per diem per man will
be charged to the grant-in-aid vote, being the differ-
ence between the pay at 3s. 6d. per day, and the daily
pay of patives. o

Mr., Samuelson concluded
Mercury as follows :— -
1 close by expressing my heartfelt congratulations to®
the Indian community who bave been honoured by
being allowed to supply an ambulance corps for Europe,
and have been the first to break through that evil and

a letter to the ;Valal

mischievous colour bar in South Airica, and I earnestly |

hope that the spirit of common sense and wisdom
that has prompted the granting of this honour to the
Indians may shortly prompt—yes, impel—the Govern-

- ment of the Union to honotf our natives and other of
our coloured races io the same way.

Crowds of Coloured men’ thronged around the City
Hall, Capetown, this week, anxious to enlist, but the
arrangements were not completed and they had to go
away disappointed. : :
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

The pew subscription rates for the Union of South
Africa will be 55. 64 per apoum, post free. Elsewhere
the subscription with postage will be 6s. 6d. Unless
otherwise notified we shall extend the time of present
subscriptions according to the period still to run and
notify subscribers in the usual way belore the sub-
scription expires. We shall be glad if subscribers will
kindly accept this notification without a personal note
being sent to them, . Single copy 1d. By post td.
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