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MR. GANDHI'S FUTURE WORK

IR SUBRAMANIA AIYAR, in opening the pro-
S coedings ol & great meeting in Madras to wel-
come Mr. and Mrs. Gaodhi, said, in the course

ol hiy speech ;—~
Mr. Gandhi's life iv not unknown to you, Many of
the important events are 8o tresh in onr memory that it
is hardly necessary lor me to enter into detail in reter-
ring to them. Nevertheless, this observation I wish to
make, that it is & life every incident in which from the
day on which he set his foot on the South African soil
to the day on which he left it deserves to be recorded
in every vernacular ot this country in chaste and im-
pressve language and distributed broadcast so that the
knowledge thereol may extend to every map, woman,
or child {cheers). The work done by him is such as to
extort {rom the historians of this ceptury admiration,
Great as has been the work done by him, my cooviction
is that the work he has done is sirply a preparation to
what he is destined to do in the {uture (cheers), It was
the good fortune of India that induced him to go to
South Africa. Had he remained in Bombay or any
other part of India he could certainly nut bave had the
opportunity of ever becoming a worker which he was
destined to become by und by and there would bave
been no opportunity for him to study what—to use his
own phrase—is called soul-lorce. In Bombay he could
not have hed the facility for using passive resistance.
There was that opportunity for him to develop the
whole ol his soul and there was a necessily for study-
ing how to begio his work for his motherland. The
work which he 1s going to do will not be the work of
the kiod—1I take it—that feli to the Iot of his distiog-
uished and late lamented friend, Mr. Gokbale, that
great patriot and statesman. I don’t think it will be
the work ot brilliant advocacy ot Indian nghts belore
the British Government. I don’t think it will be mak-
ing remarkable spueches in the Legislative Councils ;
but it will be work done among the people, lor the
people and by the people themselves, The material
he moulded in South Africa was uf the lowest kind
but what he did there was remarkable, He was able
to infuse into them such enthusiasm and such soul-force
88 to make them so invincible that the whole physical
lorce of the colonies and even the physical forces ot
the Empire had to qual before him, He will torm an
organisatico—I am speaking from iniormation much of
which, probably, is my own imagination, but I thiok I am
not far wrong lrom the substance~-his work will be in the

establishment of an organization which will do on a .

larger scale here what he had beeo able to do with the
little band of comrades in South Africa, He is nowona
visit here not for the sake of visiting the temples, por
lor taking a pleasure tour. He and Mrs. Gandhi travel-
led in a third<class compartment during this bet
weather lor the purpose of actually studying the cop-
dition of third-class passengers, for knowing first hand
the inconvenience to which third-class passcaogers are
subject.  Aiter a conscientious examination o the con-

ditions of the peopie in different parts of the country,
he will begin the work in right earnest. When that
work begins he will be able to gather round him a few
more Sanyasins in the truest sense of the term who will
oot be working for their own salvation but for the
salvation of the masses, for the millions of inhabitants
of India. He is makiog tours to get at the very lowest
reach of the society. He would stand all the suffer-
ings ioflicted without raising a single finger. The
opposition of immense physical force will cow down
beiore his soul-force. I attach the greatest importance
to his work trom this point of view. It is only when
that work is complete, wheo the Saoyasins of the pew
order whose vocation is to uplift the masses, number
in thousands and do organized action in every part of
India, the masses will be pulled up from the grinding
poverty and igonorabce. The removal of ignorance of
the masses canaot be done by the Educational depart-
ment. The example ol Mr. Gandhi and the Sanyasing
of the new order will enable the masses to leamn to lift
themselves edncationally, industrially and sacially,
Mr. Gandhi's work will be not that of a mere politician
giving lectures on the duties of a citizen which will
come to nothing ; his work will not be that of a mere
social reformer, talking grandly about infant marriages.
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When workers of Mr. Gandhi's stamp number in thouy- -

sads in India, India’s people will be lifted. [he
demaads whi.ch you now make for the Indian people
will, I am afraid, not come, You may have a century
of work of the kind that the politicians now do—appeals
to Parliament, appeals to the British public—but they
will not come. :
There is one other matter to which I refer with a
certain amount of trepidation. 1 teel stroogly and it
is my duty to give it out. Perhaps this is the last time
I am addressing you (cries of po, no). 1 do not in the
least deprecate or diminsh the value of the services
rendered by the Indian forces working side by side
with the European torces in the war. A great deal has
been made of that. But I for my part hold that much
of the expectations raised thereby would come to
nothing. (Hear, hear) How it would enhance the
claim of India to all the demands which it claims.
I canoot understand. Yhe great portion of the Indian
population are not fighters at all.  Where is the martial
capacity m them ? 1 do not want you to understand
that I am one of those who want martial capacity to
develop. What is wanted in India is not so much
martial capacity, physical force, power to threaten other
people. We want the soulforce which Mr. Gandhi
is trying to work up. Soul-force consists in a man
being prepared to undergo any physical or mental
sufering, taking the precaution that he will not lay a
single finger to inflict physical force upon the other
side. It was that soul-force that was manifested by
the South African Indians and it was the same foree

that should be developed in this country.—Condensed
from The Hindn, . ]
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At the Heart of the Empire

We take the following from the London Letter of

the Amrita Hasar Patrika, despaiched on the 14th

ultimo ;—

Foresight and Wisdom

Sit Francis Yourghusband is Turming the eye of the
philosopher on to men and things in this part ot the
world and in India. He was the lecturer last Tuesday
evening at the Roya! Colonial institute and his subject
wasg * India angd the War,” He dealt with it in a way
which gave food for thought to many in his large
audhence, most of whom arc mnch more familiar with
the Overseas Dominions then w b India. The applause
during his lecture and the hearsy thanks given at the
conclusion proved the interest he had aroused. He
“declared that wor wag the groat test of nations and
that this war was the great test ol British rolg in Indig,
It provoked ihe momentous qu-stion; was the tie
binding Britain und India to b, in the crucial hour,
3 help ar a dunger? The sty he told of India's
gevoriop and scif-saciifice proved that instead ol being
ap anxiety she was a bulwark. The arrival of g stately
procession of \rausports ar Morseilles last September
bearing Indian trorps who had <ome to fight in Europe
for Britaiu and France 2goinst Germany was the miost
practical answer to the momerious question ; it also
proved that Britain was still mis ress of the seas. He
quoted Sir G. Ch inavis who «3id that though there
might be interanl d-Merences on difficulties, in face ot
ouiside danger Trdvars of alt rurks rallied round the
King-Bwperor. This wide and wonderful demonstration
enabled Yord Hardinge to affer, instead ol ask, help;
India was a strepgth, not a drai: to the Empire, and
the Indian soldier, arriving at the crucial moment in
Furope, rendered ** & service to the Empire for which
the Empire owes him grativude)  The Indiap people,
he added, huve a greal capacity for affection and an
innate gense of loyalty to theit rulers, He told the
wonderful story of hnw Queen Victorias great pro-
clamation came to be written, of how she was not satis-
fied with the dwaft and returncd it to her Minister
indicating her desire as 10 what sbould be said, and the
resuit we all know. The drvot op given by India to
her was given to her son and ncw ta her prandson, as
Rulers and it i3 or this thw tc-day's loyalty is buiit,
Sir Francis pointed out that th: generous outburst of
loyalty will not bunish all disco tent. Tha war must
bring changes, demands wiil be “iewrd, He mentioned
the following : commissicps 1o the army, and he added
“it seems so reasonabk .nd f 1 to grant them to
those who have fouzht ¢ loyany and well ;" the
admissiop of Indiens oo .+ C 'iiers; a mote definite
ghare in the Councils of 1o Ein,re, a larger part in
the management of the r uwy «foirs, a higher status,
the right to bear arms snd « volurteer, a more equal
social position, a larger part i the administeation of
their own affairg and seli-governa.cr.t within the Empire.
The war, in the meantie, was bringing Briton and
Indian closer together ; the Fnoiar soldier hzd now a
great gespect for the British Temmy, and wvece gersa!
As the century lengrhens, saxd Sic Francis, we shall be
able to regard India less anc less as an appanage and
1e] anxiety and mote and mere as a lrusted support
ind bulwark of the Empire. S Thomas Holderness,
Sir Hatry Steven, and Admirsl Fieemantlz took part
n the discussiop, and Mr. C. H. Hobhouse, Post-
naster-General, and once Updrr-Secretary for India,
wresided, )

Lord Crewe Speaks Out

It is not often that so exalte:d a personage as the
iecretary of State presides at a mceting, but at yester-

lay's meetirg of toe Indian Section of the Society of

irta, Lord Crewe cccupiedi Vhe chair, and spoke out
rith an air of freedom that is rot usually associated
rith & responsible Mirisicr.  Ee, of course, swamps
he lecturer, Sir Charles Armstrong, in the newspaper
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this morning, but no doubt Sir Charles fuily expects
what would be the result of the bunour of having s
‘distinguished a chairman. He put uousual warme}
into the declaration that it was impossible for Briton.
to reiterate too often the debt they owe to the peopls
of India, without distinction of race or class or seligion
for the pait they are taking in the stupendoun strugyle
of the war. To “men and women alike” he pa
warmest  tribute, and the words, one felt, came
straight irom bis heart. The Indian troops had, i
possible, excelle] the feats of previous wars, and
princes and people had testified, actording to ther
means and cppostunities, 1o their support of the King.
Emperor and the rightecusness of the cause lor which
we are fighting. Lard Crewe dealt with the nuestion
of the veto on the export of wheat and said that it was
bis earnes: hope that no fresh taxation should be im-
pused on the people during the long struggle. His
deseription ot the difficulty any iresh burden wouid
entail was strong evidence. of the burden as itis, He
said : “ What was at the bottom of the desire not to
impose fresh taxation was the difficulty, in the circum-
stances o} India, ol devising any system of raising fresh
taxation without hitting the very poorest classes.” Thig
let ip a side light which was significant, and added
weight 10 the statement that bis lordship boped there
would have to be only to the smallest extent, ecopo-
mies in production works in India, He urged praise for
the patriotic investor who did public service by taking,
according to his meabs, a share in the Government
losn, Sir Charles Armsirung's- paper was [ull of 10for.
mation as to how Indian rade had been affected by
the war and he dwelt on the hopeiul news of the ex-
cellent harvest and the immense amount of grain whirh
wounld be available,

The Question of Commissions

The question of Commissinns for Indians may he
said 1o be one of the burnipg questions of the dey.
Sir Fraocis Younghusband spoke the other night abom
the granting ol them to Indiana who had fougiit so well
being reasonable and fair.  The Ipdian students who
met recently to discuss what action should be taken to
remove the racial distinction which prevents them
from joiniog the Officers’ Training Corps, determined
to ask for & deputation to he received by the War Office
and the India Office, to urge their support of the move-
ment. The Officers’ Trainfng Corps is doing good
wotk and is the stepping stone of students 1o Commis-
sions, They must, of course, show themselves keen
and competent, but, given these (ualifications, the
| Commission is practically assured. In tact the request
is received at Universities that the War Office be in.
formed how many members of its Corps will accept
Comrmissions aod how soon? The Indian meeting
was most representative ol students at the Universities
and the Inns of Court 'in London, the Provinces and
Seotland and Ireland, Telegrams and letters were
received from many who could not be present, includ-
ing » pumber ol men who have been on duly with the
wovnded Indian soldiers.

. Dr. J. N. Mebta, who is one of the most brilliant
medical students India has sent to this country, and
who gamned the medal of the London University, pre-
sided at the meeting ; an organised committee was for-
med 1o take the matter in hand on which each centre
shall be represented; the sub-comittee appointed
consisted ol Dr. }. N, Mehta, Messrs. M. A. Hamid,
Syud Hussuin, P, R. Maidu, G. K. Pillai, }. N. S8ahay,
K. P. Thanewalla, and S. -Sorabji, hon, secretary.
The further progress ot this effert will be watched with
interest. )r. Mehta bas also tackied the gquestion of
suspending the examinations for the Indian Medical
Service, and is raising his voice in criticism. There are
several special grievances ip the matter. Dr. Mehta
says that from Bombay alope twenty qualified men
have reached this country since last October to take
part in the bi-annual examination for commissions in

the LM.5. As late as February last they were inform-.
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ed, while ip India that the -ext ~xamination would be
in July. Thers are, too, | 1liwn doetors who have been
serving with ths woundec ¢ s:veral moutas and ate
still without commission , taough their Hritish col-
leagues in the R.A M.C, ire yaratted as soon a8 they
undertake their duties.  The proposed system of nomi-
nation is likely to wotk o4t advantagenusly to the
Briton, Dr. Mehta 18 aseing for lurther ioformation
heyond the bold stajemect waich has appeared, and it
is to be hnped that at a time ke this, when everyone
iy praising India™ devotion ard insiwling that it must
bs duly rewarded, grievances will be swept away rather
than increased, especially an tho une service iv which
Indians gre on an equal foo'ig with Britous on merit,
not race.

P 606460008000 0000y
From the Editor's Chair
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INDIA AND THE EMPIRE’

Twe lecture delivared bejur: the Workers' Fducationzl
Amvociation last week by My Polak on the position of
Indin in the British Bmpir: no doubl to some extent
brought home ta the audic ace the increasingly import-
ant part that Jodia must ¢l in tha affairs of the
Empire, It bas already bs-n s 1ted authoritatively that,
io the settlement that ia to come at the end of the war,
not only Great Britain, but also the sell-governing
Colonies must be coosulted, and not only these, but
also Indin. We venture to heone, however, that India
really will be consulted, that is Lo say, the acknowledged
leaders of Indian opinibn, and not 2 pumber of officials
who are not necessarily Lndinns, and whose views are
only too Irequently not repi ese tative of Indian opiaton.
We remember well that on ac leastpone occasion India
was represeated at the [mperial (Buference by a high
Anglo-Indian official who .3 viiry closely associated with
commercial matters but was in no way associated with
the Indian people. We edroe-tly hope thac, when the
sottlement comes, no such Llunder as this will be
committed by the Imperial Government.

e ——————

A Jewish Tolstoy .

. The Jewish World ol the 28th April has the follow--
ing e :

** An American paper hrs uneartbed a remarkable
philanthropist. This is a patriarch of eighty-onew
Abraham Slimmer—who leais a humble ascetic lite
i an “ugly frame cottage” at Dubuque, lowa, and .
who distributes the whole of his income, amounting
to £ 10,000 R year, derived: (rom. hiy invested capital,
among various charitable :nst-utions, The newspaper
describes in picturesque d>tul the suit in which Mn.
Slimmer was discovered—* 1.at, to be sure, but new
more than five years ago—; e cowbay hat he wore ;
the old and cheap furniturs ; <he absesce from a ricli1
man's house ot telephone 1ni ~ven th: electric light."
The rich man was actually :ou1d berding over a gas
stove in the dark kitchen ** srewing himsell some tea.”
The rcason which this Jenisn Tolstoy assigned for hig
conduct is most interesting. ** My Cupital, not [," he
explained, “ has an earning power of Liooooa 'year.
Whether 1 wish it or no 1t suras that much money every
year. ldon'tveeditso I give it away, I deserve no
praise for it. 1 don’t earn tne money.” And the old
tian wenl on to say that b2 mizht shortly dispose of
his entite capital unless he tel' rbat the institutions he
was helping still needed his assistance.
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" should be admitied without question.

~ June, 1914, addrer :d to Mr. G.undhi,
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The Ca»e Entry Question

As announced n our leadiog columns a few weeks
ago, tne question 3t the admission of South African-
born Indians to :he Cape Province has been satis-
factor.ly arranged. at least for the time bsing, The
followinyg corresp~ 1dence between Mr. Polak aad the
Actiog Sccretary f.1 the Interior will be of interest :—

14th Aprl, 1915.

Dear Mr. Suaw 2,—1 have to-diy received your tele-
gram of the r3th i1stant, with reference to the Sisters
Deane for which J am very much obliged,

May I venture t suggest that the matter would have
been much simplitied and inconvenience avoided had
Mr. Cousins given instructions to his officers that
Indians producing certificates of South African birth
In apy event he
seems to have failc d to observe the provisions of seotion
4 (2) (a) of Act 23 ot 1913. There appears to have been
0o attempt in thes.: cases to give persons coming from
Natal! and lawfully resident there the right of takin
the education test uider Act No. 30 ol 1906, Cape ©
Good Hope. ‘

May I take it th .t genaral iustructions oa thass lines
have uow been giv n ? C

Thenking you v anticipation and with kind regards.

Yours sincerely, ‘
i {Sgd.) Hy. 8. L. ToLag,
CoLongt. H. B. SHawE, ’
Activg Seurs wey lor the Interior,
Cape Toan.

ey

6th May, 1915,

Sir,—With r-ter j1ge to your ietter of the 14th ultimo,
in the case of the fisters Deane, [ bave the honour to.
poiot out that the jucstion of the sotry into the Cape
Province of Indiai s bora in South Atnca who. are able
to meet the requir 'mi:oy of Section three (a) of Act
No. 30 of 1906 (L :p= o Gond Hope) and sucticn four
(3) {a) of Act 22 | 1913 was [ully discuss.] by the
Indian Grievances Commission on pages 14, 15 and
16 of the Report 2 1d the policy adopted is that- laid
down in paragrap : (3) of the letter, dared tha goth
Thcre, huwever,
appears o have tzes some misuodearstanding of the
position at East Lundon and the necessary steps have
been taken to put the matter right.

I have, etc., . A
{Sgd.) H. B. Suawe, )
Acting Secretary for the Interior,
_H. 8. L. Porax Esq,
P. 0. Box j32a,
Joban. esburg.

17th ‘May, 1915,
The Acting Secret: vy for the Interior, . . -
Preterin, :

Sir,—J beiz 10 ar tuosledge with thanks the receipt
of your lerter No. g'34200 of the 6th instant,

2. I wa glad t  aote thirefrom that the pr;sition
created by the vest “tiu. ~f th= Sisters D-ane has now
been put righ : « I . Bwne thur our Tener raises
a questic a7 dad wudureteud b e d-initely -
decided by the -rrs sy iewr woars seitlonont, - smel'}:,
the right of 3w At oors Todizes o entar fhe
Ca.pe Prevince u,- -;.)‘u.:f 4 Sowmh Mfrcan hirha

3 L way verhe s b alliw.d w spaak witht some
guthority Jn tnis qaestion as I was closcly interested
in its being rwse ! when the rgrs bill was brought
forward. Tie bat's ot the claim was twolald—first,
that the jumber u. existing legal rights being 9o few
the Indisaa unm ity weuld be committing a fatai
error in yieldiog w:- one of ihese (hat, hoth in theory
and in practice, had in the past proved very valuabte 5
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secondly, that, as wag clearly laid down in the dispatch

dated the 7th October, 1910, from the Secretary of

State tor the Colonies to Lord Gladstone, no settlement

of the Transvaal problem would be acceptable at the

expense of the rights ol Indians resident in the Coast

Provinces. The fuestion was raised in 1911 by Natal

" Indiaps~-1 forget, for the momeaot, whether by the

geoeral political organisation or by the Colopial-born

Indian Association—in a public memorial, and that

Mr. Gandhi omitted mention of it in 1912 must be

attributed—1 have it from his own lips, lor it was I

who reminded him, whilst in Indig, of the lapse—not

to design or to indifterence, but to the fact that he was
under the impression that the matter had been other-
wise disposed of. But being in Calcutta in 1912, when
the text of the first draft of the Bill of that year reached
the Government of India, I.formally drew that Govern-.

ment's attention to the omission ;. and again in 1913,

both of my own initiative and acting upon instructions,

1 raised this question with the Colonial Office ia Loo-

don, on my visit to England at the request of the late

Mr, Gokhale with whom 1 fully consulted. -

4, ‘The legal position at the time of the 1911 settle-
thent is defioitely laid down by the Commission at the
end of page 15 of its report ; ** as regards the Cape no
test of any kind was required from Indians born in
South Africa.” .

5. I undemstood, however, from you in the course of
our interview shortly before your letter under reply was
written, that it had been the policy of the late Cape
Government, and the Uoion Goveroment that succeed-

- ed it to administer the Cape Immugration Law of 1906
as though this exempticn from the education- test did
not exist. If this were indeed so, then, frst, the ad-
ministration of the Act was obviously unlawiul, and

-gecondly, this method of administiration was, I am
convinced, entirely uakoown to Mr. Gandhi, who, had
he been aware of it, most certainly would not have
accepted Mr. Gorges' letter of June 3oth 1914, with
the interpretation that [ understand you to have placed
upon it. .

6. 1f I did not misinterpret yo:.lr renjarks, I am, I

think, in a position . to controvert,your siatement on
this point. Among the deportees from the Transvaal
who accompanied me to South Africa on my return
from India in QOctober, 1910, there were sume men,
(five 1 believe) who landed at Cape Town simply on
the strength of the fact that they were born in South
Africa. 1 have verified this from the reports of the
legal proceedings in the Supreme Court at that time.
These men were granted Temporary Permits pendiog
_ proof of their South African birth, and subsequently
satisfied the Cape Immigration Authorities as to their
claims. T submit, thereforé, that the proper interpre-
" tation of the settlement on this point, should be de-
duced from the following facts :—

(a) It is submitted that the Cape Immigration Law

, of 1906 permitted the entry into that Province
" of Indians born in South Africa free of aby test
whatsoever. )

(b) The Commission was of opinion that *by
restricting the entry of lodians born in South
Africa into the Cape Colony to those who can
satisly the educational requircments of Act. No.
30 of 1906, there has been.a departure from the
provisional settlement of rgr1.” ot
Protests against this restriction were, in fact,
raised in 1911, 1912 and 1913, ; :
Mr. Gandhi and those who worked ‘with -him
refrained from giving evidence before the Com.
mission, whose conclusions on this point bsing
uasatistactory were not accepted as final by the
Passive Resisters. ' :
The Commission lays stress.upon the fact-that
no serious materszl disadvantage would be suffer
ed by the ladiun community by reason of the
retention of the education test for South Alfrica-
born Indians. This fact was never in dispute.
1t was the so-called sentimental grievauce, that

A2
Gy

{e)
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@ legal right bad been teken away, that was of
such great importance to the Indian community.
This grievance was regarded as one of the primary
causes of the revival of the Passive Resistance
Movement in 1913, and is so set forth in Mr.
Cachalia’s public letter in which he announced,
in September, 7913, the revival of the struggle.
At the time of the settlement in 1914, 1t was
never intended in any way to waive this claim
and I have it from Mr. Gandhi himsell—and he
explained the settlemeit in this sense to the
Colonial-born Indians of Natal—that he regarded
_ it as conceded. ™ )

7. I do oot know if you are aware that in the
triangular conversations between General Smuts, Mr.
Gorges, and Mr. Gandhi in Cape Town last June, many
matters were discussed .and certain understandings
arrived at outside of the submissions and recommanda.
tions of the Commission and this particular question
was one of them.

8, I do not see that it can logically be held that the -
sta ement in Mr. Gorges' letter of June 3oth, 1914, can
refer to the policy of admitting South™ Alrica-born
Indians to the Cape subject to their passing the edu-
cation test, for it appears in one of a series of paragraphs
embodying a number of concessions asked for by Mz,
Ganoditi, and this would clearly have been no concession
at all, {(and, having regard especially to the last words
of the paragraph, would have had no meaning); for
already, by sub-section 2 ol section 4 of Act 22 of 1913,
this particular privilege of passing the education test
was accorded by law,

9. I think that, if you will refer to Mr. Gorges, he
will probably confirm my statement that the reference
in his letter directly poioted to the policy clearly set *
forth in the Cape Law of 1906, and not to any ad-
ministrative, buat illegal modification of that law,

1o, In conclusion, I would respectiully but strongly
deprecate the re-opening ot this question by the Govern-
ment by requiring South Alrica-born Indians entering
the Cape to submit themselves to an education-test,
To do so would be to review an acute controversy over
& matter of no practical importaoce to the Government,
but involving matters of vital principle to the lndian
community ; and I am sure that the Government have
no more desire than that’community to create a new
state of unrest on a subject that has been regarded
by Indians as finally settled in 1914 in the sense of
these representations.

May I ask you kindly, therelore, to bring these
circumstances to the notice of the Minister ?

Thaoking you in anticipation, -
I have etc.,
{Sd.) H. S. L. Porak.

(n

(g)

2gth May, 1915.
Sir,—With reference to your letter ot the 17th instant,
relativc to the entry of South African-born Indians into.
the Cape ot Good Hope Pruvince, upon proof of South
Alrican birth, I have the honour to inform you that it
was not clear from the previous correspondénce that you |
were specially desirous of pressing this particular point,
bat in view of your further representations, instructions
have been issued that ooce the fact of South African
birth has been established by an Indiao to the satis-
faction ot an Immigration Officer, such person should
be forthwith admitted into the Cape Province; but
Government reserves the right as soon as the pumber
.of entrants sensibly increases to apply the provisions
;of Act 22 of 1913. : .-
. 1 have, etc., i
- © (Sgd.) H. B, SHAWE, .
Acting Secretary for the Interior.!"
H. S. L. PoLak Bsq, .1».]
P. Q. Box 6522, :

Johannesburg.
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Mr. Gandhi on the British
Empire
In proposing the toast of * The British Empire ”

it the Anoua! Madras Law Dinper st which he was &
west, Mr. Gandhi wid :—

During my three months’ tour in India as also in

louth Alrica I have so often been yuestioned how
I, a determined opponeat of modern civilizatiop and an
wvowed patriot, could reconrile myself to loyaltly to the
British Lmpire, of which india was such a large pan ;
—how it was possible for me to find it consistent that
india and Epgland could work together lor mutual
enrfit—and it gives me the greatest pleasure this
vening, at this very important gathering to re-declare
ny loyalty to the British Empire. And my loyalty 18
ased, if you will, vpon very selfish grounds. As a
mesive resinter, I discovered that I could only have
hat fres scope which I had under the British Empire.
discovered that the British Empire had certain ideals
tith which 1 have fallen in love, and one of those
deals 10 that every subject of the British Empire has
he freest scope possible for his epergies and for what-
wer he thinks is due to his conscience. 1 think that
s irue of the British Empire as it is not true of any
siher Governments that we see. Asg you have perhaps
tnown, I am no lover of any Government and 1 have
nore than once suid that that Government in the best
vhich goverps the least, and 1 have found that it is
jossible for me to be governed the least under the
British Empire, Hence my loyalty to this Empire.—
{ndian FPairtot,

A Note of Dissent

The Editor of the Indtan Socta! Reform evideotly
loes not sce eye 1o eye with Mr. Gandhi regarding the
uoblems of India end their solution, as will be seen
rom the lollowing editorial comment :—

We are glad that Mr. Gandhi in bis public utterances
tinee his return to India, has been consistently laying
itress on the importance of broadeniog and strengthen.
ng the fvundaelions ol oational life. His severe cou-
lemnation oi the ways of anarchism and wiolence, and
his abhorrence of political crime, ought to convey a
salutary warning to those ycung men who have been
misled by the example of Ewropean revolutionaries.
We nevertheless feel it necessary to express our dissent
lrom some ol the doctries which he has been pro-
tlaiming in his speeches. Readers ol the Judran Social
Reformer do not need to be told that we yield to none
in vur appreciation ot the great work which Mr. Gandhi
has done in South Alrica in bringing about the settie-
ment of fome outstanding grievances of our country-
men io that Colony. He has had no opportunity of

developing them fully yet, and perhaps it would be fair .

to him to await a detailed exposition of his views be-
fore aubjecting them to serious criticism, On the
other hand, these views are by no means new, as they
bhave been held by several thinkers before Mr. Gandhi,
and most ol the arguments adduced or adducible in
their {avour are lamiliat to students of the history of
Economics. Mr. Gandhi's objecticn to machine-made
goods and, in fict, to all kinds of muckinery, was for-
mulated by writers like Ruskin some fifty years ago.
But, although Ruskin's criticisms had the eflect of eall-
ing atteotion to the one-sided character of much that
was known as Political Economy in bis time and of
bringiog about & fuller treatment of socia! and political
prqblems. there has beep no retardation of the multipli-
cation of machinery. We ourselves are of opinion
thet while there are some obvious disadvantages con-
pected with the substitution of machinery for manual
labour, these are not irremediable, and the task of the
social relormer is nut to persuade people to discard

machines but to secure the adoption of measures which
are calculated to counteract the evils arising trom their
use solely with a view to large dividends. It is oot
machinary io itself but the empioyment of it as a divi-
dend-produciog agency which is the root of the evil.
Machinery, 10 itseli, by saviog lime, increases buman
capacity. It Mr. Gandhi, for instance, had to do his
‘Indian tour on foos ipstead of by railway it is improb-
able that he could bave covered as much ground as he
bas since his return to India. -

Then, again, Mr. Gaudhi has been telling his sudien-
ces that that Goverament is the best which governs
the least,  As an axiom of philosophic Nihilism, there
may be something to be said for this dictum, but what
is the extent of its practical application at the present
time? When zll men have become inwardly seli-con-
trolled, there will be no need for external control, and
the whole machinery of administration may be cast
aside, That is what Christ meant when he said that
the Kingdom of Heaven is not of this world. So far
as Mr. Gandhi insists that the people of India should
leamn to govern themselves, each one of them, we are
entirely at one with him, but when he maintaios that
that Governmnent is the best which governs the least,
we are constrained to point out to him that, on this
principle, the Persian would be a better government
than the British or the Americas. Itis our own firm
belief thata strong Central Government glone can
solve these complex problems of Indian pationalism,
and we are inclined to think, with the late Lord
Beaconsfield, that, while a strong society might afford
to have a weak government, a weak and divided society
like ours can find salvation ooly through the means of
a strong government We must also dissent from the
somewhat wholesal: judgment which Mr. Gandhi seems
inclined to pass, judging from rhe reports of some of
his recent pronouncements, on Western civilisation.

India and the War

A meeting of the Royal Colonial Institute was held
oo Tuesday evening (May 11th), when Lieut.-Col.
Sir Fraocis Younghusband, K.C.LE,, read a paper on
“India and the War” -

The chair was taken by Mr. C. E. Hossousg, M.P.,
Postmaster-General, who said in his opening remarks
that of all the facts connected with the inception of thig
war none bad a greater influence with the German rulers
than their profound beliet that England’s embarkation
on & European War would be marked by the disinte-
gration of the Empire, and more particularly of India.
Germany bad made no greater mistake than in her
beliet in the disloyalty of our Indian fellow-subjects.
Perbaps we ourselves, with all our greater opportunities
for knowledge, were unprepared for the unexampled
outburst of loyalty which lollowed irom the Indian

_ princes #nd people.

Sir Francis YOUNGHUSBAND, after discussing the
conditions existing in India when the war broke out and
ewmphasisiog the spendid loyalty ot the Indian people
which that event demonstiated, proceeded to poiot out
that many (alse ideas had been current as to the fighting
capacity of the Indian troops. Whether the Indian was
worse or better than the British soldier, he came at.a
crucial moment and did a service for the Empire for
which the Empire owed him gratitude. (Cheers.) With
regard to the future it could safely be predicted that new
conditions would arise. The old demand of Indians for
commissions in the Army would be pressed ; there would
be demands for 2 more definite share in the C-.uncils of
the Empire, a larger part in the management of their
own affairs, the right to bear 2rms and to volunteer, and
a more equal social position. And the Chiefs who bad
stood so robly by us might well hope to be granted a -
more promirent and effective part in the affairs of the
Ewpire.—Zndsa. . )
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Muni_é'ipal Franchise -

‘We are requested -by the Committre of the Natal
Indian Association to give the following information
regarding the Durban Municipal Burgess Roll :—

Burgesses qualified to vote for memt ers of the Towa .
Council must fill in an applicationrfcrm stating that -

the. applicant is above the age of tenty-one years.
The toll name and address must be given.
cant must bave- resided within the Borough for a
period of three months prior to tie application.
Business or quality must be stated. Th:- applicant must
be able to state that he is the owner of immovable
property in the Borough to the value. sf £s0, or (as
the case may be) renter of immovable property in the
Borough of the yearly value of £ro.

The above particulars must be filled i, on a special
form, and returned to the Estates Manager, Durban
Corporation, Town Hall, Durban.

. We are aiso asked to draw. special .iltention to the
following further information ;— )

If the rates have not been paid befor: the 3ist May,

no person is entitled to claim a vote i1 respect of the |

property for which the rates should 1ave been paid.
If a man owns properties in wore tha) vue ward and
if the rate in respect of the property in one ward is
not paid, it does not affect his right in-respect of any
otber ward in which he has paid s rates in time,
This remark also applies to tenants.

Why the Warrant was Cancelled

The Rand Daily Mau of the 14th iestant published
the following statement which the Public Prosccutor
"' was prevented by the Magistrate from reading in the
case of Chhana Rama 1— .

. “The Attorney-General has iostruct-d me to inform
the Court that he has withdrawn the charge agaiost the
accused. He is satisfied that when Mr. Clarence, in
his capacity as Commissioner holding an eoquity on
behalf of the Department of the Interior, gave the
ac~used an indemnity against prosecuticn and informed
the accused that he need not appear in the Magistrate's

_Coourt on -Juoe 3, he was properly au horised to give
such an indemnity, having been so i)lormed by the
Department of the Interior, and beiny justified in as-
suming that that Department had prev ously obtained
the concurrence of the Attorpey-Geaeral with the
charge are such that the Attorney-Gen ral is prepared
to act in accordance with the indemnizy promited by
Mr. Clarence and to withdraw the ¢ sc against the
accused. ‘

“ With regard to the alleged centem it of Court, the
Attotney-General is of opinion that no ¢ was commt-

ted by the accused, who, acting upoa- 'he faith of Mr, .

- Clarence's undertaking that the char:e against him
would not be proceeded with "and beli¢ iryg that it was
necessary for him to appesdr belore Mr. Clurence and not.
Decessary to appear before the Magistiate, had 10 in-
tention of showing any disrespect to the Court. As
already stated, Mr. Clarence acted on -he supposition
that he had been rightly informed by :he Department
of the Interion that he might grant the accused 2o io-
demuity against prosecation, - ,
“ When the matter was before the” Court on June 3,
the Attorney-General instructed me to apply for ¢ pust-
ponement in order that the circumst.nces might be
investigated. Unfortunately it was then stated in Court
_ that 2 coatempt had bheen committsd before all the
facts were disclosed. Now that the circumstances have
been ascertained the Attorney-General ‘s not prepared
to take any further steps in regard to the incident, -

“ Ag for the Magistrate's warrant, rydaring the arvest
of the accused, the Attornev-General 15 of opinion that
it wab issued io circudistaoce in whici a magistrate has

The appli-

no authority to issue a warraat of apprehension, In
any eveot, as he had already dicided to withdraw the
charge against the accused. the Atlorney-Generat could
not permit the arrest of the sccused for an offence in
respect of which he declin: | 3 prosecute. He there-
fore informed the police that he bad withdrawn the
charge agains' the accused . nd instructed them to treat
the warrant as cancelled.” -

News' in Brief

Mr. Polak delivered a le:ture to an interested audi-
ence under the augpices wi the Workers’ Educational
Association at the New Trud.s Hall, Johannesburg, on
Wednesday, the 16th insrar:, 0u the position ot India
in the British Empire, 'he Lev. R, J. Hall, M.A,,
presided. At the end ot th:: lrcture a number ol well
thought-out questions wer: a-ked, and an energetic
discussion took place, to whick Mr. Polak also replied.

" The proceedings terminate:’ #.th a vote of thanks to

the leciurer, propused by ™M: R. T. A. Inoes, the
President of the Associatic a1d Goveroment Astron-
omer, seconded by Mr. B. C Clarence, the Comumis-
sioner appointed to enquire :nto the affzirs of the
Immigration Deparrment 2 .« s ipport by Mr. A. Craw-
ford, Secretary of the Federii.cn of Trades and one of
the six deportees to Englan i last year.

- We are informed that Master P. Doraswamy Naiker,
brother ot Mr. Ponzn Mu-swomy Naiker of Seaview,
who proceeded to Ceylom 1 ruzeive higher éducation,
was successiul in the Londun Coliage of Preceptors
(second-class) Examipave: held in Ceylon during
Xmas, 1974, Master Direswamy was an old student
of the Durban Higher-Grad: irdian School. -

The lady members of the Southern India Brahuia
Samaj presented an address of welcome to Mr. Gaodhi
on her visit to Madras.

London June r4th.—Io the House of Tommons
to-day, Mr. Asquith anoounced that, at the request of
the Governwment, Lord H rdiage had consented to
extend his term as Viceroy ot Fadia uotil March 3ist,
1916.—Reuter. ‘

The Natal Indiaa Associatsn has addressed the
following letter to the Private Jecretary to His Excel-
lency the Viceroy i— }

© We have the honour, un behalf ol the Natal Indian

" | Association, as repr:senting the British Indian Com-

munity, to be desired to conv y tu His Excellency its
respéctful congratulation ug:u the extension of his
Viceroyalty, gratefuliy remeaieving his efforts tor the
abolition of that £3tax ::i:h drove thousands ot
poor detenceless man, woor o and children coming
under Indenture Lzws imv v .ety and suffering, and
for the redress of other giuvan-es, -

« British Indians pray Gl may grant strength to

- His Excellency in bis difficuli josition.

« Hopioy that His Excell-ciy may be pleased to
continue his good offices on  eaalfl of Suvuth African
Indians.” .

The ,Maharajsrz of Patial: a.s givea tus thousand

i 'each ot shirts, waistcloths, .w=ls and combs for the

Sikh soldiers serving at-the: icoy  He also provided
sweetmeats to all the [ndivs ¢ llivrs at the front on

the occasion of the King's b.rthday.
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