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INDIANS RELIEF BILL

- redress of certain grievances and the removal of

- certain disabilities of his Majesty's Indian Sub-

jects in the Uniovn,” has just been published :— ,
- Be it enacted by the King's'Most Excellent Majesty,

- the Senate and the House of Assembly of the Union

THE following Bill, “to make provision for the

of South Africa, as follows :— .

. 1- (1) The Minister of the lnterior (hereinafter re- -

lerred to as the Minister) may Irom time to time ap-
poiot priests ol any-Indian religion to be rrarringe
officers with authority. to- solemnise the marriages ot
Indians in accordance with the rites and formularies of
such religion. . '

(2} A marriage between two Indians solemnised in
accordance with such rites and formular.es by a marri-
age officer so appointed shall be a valid and binding
marriage, and all the incidents shall follow therefrom
which follow from any other union recognised in law s
a valid and binding marriage,

(3) A marriage officer appointed under this section
shall be under the same obligations of keeping registers
and entering therein particulars of marriages solemnis-
ed by him as are imposed upon marriage officers ap-
pointed under any other law in f{orce in the Province
in which those marriages are solemnised, and the pro-
visions of any such law as to the custody and inspec-
tion of registers, the obtainirg of copies thereof, the
evidence of certified copies thereof, the loss, the des-
truction or falsification of or injury tn such registers or

such certified copies shall be dcemed. to be incorporat- .

ed in this section.

9. (1) If any Indian male or Indian female upon a
joint application .to any marriage officer (whether ap-
pointed under this Act or unde? any other law) satisty

such officer (a) that ‘there existed at the commence- -

ment of this Act between them a union then recognis
ed as a marriage under the tenets of an Indian religion

which they proless; and (b) that there does not exist -

between either of them and any other person a union
80 recognised as a marriage or any union recogaised in
law as a marriage ; ard (c) that each of them is desir-
ous that the union should be regarded as a valid and
bindiog marriage in law, such officer shall, upon being
furnished with particulars as to the full name, residence,
place of birth and age of each party, and such further
particulars as are prescribed by regulatious made under
this section, register such union in manner so prescrib-
el as a marriage between those parties. Notwith-
standing that by the tenets of the religion’ which the
parties profess, polygamous unions are approved or re-
cognised, the said union shall by the fact of registration
become, as from the.dute when it was contracted, a vatid
and binding marriage between the parties, and all the
incidents shall follow thereform which fnllow from aoy
othér union recognised in law as a valid and binding
martiage, and the marriage shall be deemed to have
taken place at the place where the union was prior to
the registration contracted. .

(2) The Minister may make regulations as to the
manner in which applications shall be made under this
section, the keeping of registers for the purposes there-
of, and the particulars to be entered in those registers.
The provisions ol the marriage laws in force in the
Province in which “such unions are registered as mar-
riages, so far as those laws relate to the custody and in-
spection of registers, the obtaining of copiesihereof or -
extracts therefrom, the evidence of’ certified copies
thereof, the loss, destruction or falsification of, or in-
jury to, those registers, certified copies or extracts shall

. mutatis mutandis apply to registers kept under this

section, -

3. (1) From paragraph (g) of Section g of the Im-
migraots’ Regulation Act, 1913 {Act No. 22 of 1913),
the following words shall be deleted ; that is to say,
the words “including the wite or child of a lawful and
monogamous marriage duly celebrated according to the
rites of any religious faith outside the Union,”

{2) In the interpretation of that paragraph, as here-
by amended, “the wife'" shall include any one woman
between whom and the exempted person mentioned
therein there exists & union recognised as a marriage
under the tenets ot an Indian religion, notwithstanding
that by those tenets the union of that exempted person
with other women at the same time would miso be
recognised as a marriage ; provided that no womap
shall be deemed to be the wife of such exempted
person, {a) if such a union exists between him and any
other woman who resides in any Province; or {b) if
such exempted person has in any Province oftspring
by any other waman who is still living; *“the child
under the age of 16 shall mean a child who is the
offspring of the exempted person and the wife as herein
defined. o :

4, Nothing in the preceding sections in this Act
shail be construed as repealing” ¢r in any manner

_modilying the provisions of Sections 65 to 89 inclasive

of the Indian Immigration Law, 1891, of Natal {Law
No. 25 of 1891), or Act No. 2 of 1907 of Natal,

B. Section 3 uf the Indian Immigrants Amendment
Act, 18g3, is hereby amer ded by additicn to the end
of that section of the words *“if he applies therefor
within 12 months after such expiry.”

6. The Minister may in nis discretion cause to be
provided out of moness ippropriated by Parliament
for the purpose a free passage from any port in the
Uvion to any port in India {with or without free con-
veyance by rail to such first-mentioned port) for any
Indiap (other than an Indian who is or may become
entitled under Law No. 25 of 18gr (Natal), or any
amendment thereof, to such {ree passage) who makes
2 written_request for such free passage, and (a) sigos as

-a condition of the grant of such request a statement

that he abandons on behalf of himself and his wife and
all minor children (if any) all rights possessed by him
of them to enter or reside in any part of the Union,
together with all rights incidental to his or their
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domicile therein; and (b) furnishes to an ‘officer de-
signated by the Minister such means of identification
of such Indian and bis wite and misor childrea (if
any) ab the Minister #idy Prescribe: A tondition %o
signed shall be cdtichisive evidence that 'sutiﬁ Indith
and his wife atid thidor children (it any) bave abad-
doded hit or thelt rights to épter and Yesidé in the
Union, and ahy ¥ig
_ dobicilé thakim :
. 1f ip the administration of any la% #ny question
arises as to whether an Indian who produces a certifi-
cate of former febidedct or domidile i Natal is iden-
tical with an Indiap to whom that certificate was
granted under a pricr Jaw of.Natal, ihen, ifa thumb-
impréssion on that ceitificate is identical with the
thimb impression of the Indian who produces it, the
certificate shall be conclusive evidence of such Indian's
" former residence or domicile in Natal. )
this Act

8. The laws specified th __ll'!'é‘sg:hedui'ét té
are hereby repealed to the extent set out in the tourth
column ol that schedule, and those provisions of those
aWs whieh are hkreby repenled shall, in £ tar as they

hive beell ekteiided Yo Zulaland, ‘cease to be in firee |

tierghss.

No prockelings Yl be ¥ikeh to HecoVer any Moneys
Which may havé Décdme dul from any Indiad prior to
thé cofaidiicement of this Act under 1he provisios
80 répedled -

©). This Act may be cited tor all
$ndians Relief Act, 1914. ‘ .

The schedule gives the following list of the ssctions
tobe-repealed :—Act No. 17 of 1895, the Indian Immi-
gration Act, 1895, Section 6 ; ‘Act. No. 2 of 1903, to
anrend the Indian Immigration Amendment Act, 18g5,
the whole except Sections 1 and 4; Act- No. 34 ol

05, to amend Act No. 17 of, 1895, the whole; Act

0. 19-0of 1970, to amend the Indian Immigration Act-

No. 17 ol 318g5-and Act No. .2 of 1go3, Sections 1
and 3. - - .

-

-

- Reéferences ~
Pa¥aiFAph (£) ¥t Section 5 of thé ImMigrants’ Regu-
Tatioh Act, 1913, Yelds :  Any ferson Who 55 Proved ko
the satisfattion of 'an Taimiigration officét or, it ‘cse of
an ‘Appeal, Yo thé satisfiction” of the boavd, to bethe
Hife, dr thieclifid Wader tife age &t siktéen years, 'of aty
t¥6h ekbmpted by parkgraph (¥) Bf this sectioh, i
Yidihg the wife or
Hidrcidge Wly cBlebrated according to the tites of Any
Feligions laith dltside Yhe- Union, . . . . T
. Sections 65 to 8g of Liv 25, 1891, provide
tnarriage and divorce of indentured Indians.
_Act 2 of 1907 { Natal ) provides for the registration
of existing marriages by the Protector. -

* .- Bectign g f Aet 17 of 189g is as _fOl!owsr:—TEvél:y '

{nd an desiri g to return ta Lodia on the expiry of the
firet or any subsequent period of his service uader any
contract o1 indenture or resindenture entered into undet
the laws for th* time being -in force shall be provided

. by the Indian lmmigration Trust Board with 4 free
passage to India. -

Seetion 6 of Act 17 of 1895 provides for the é.rmu‘al

licence of £3 tobe taken out hy those who. (il to |

reture to Imdia ) ‘
Section 1-of Act ¥ of vgo3 makes ct 17 of 1895
- 2pply to the childrea of Indian immigrants. Sectivn
4 eables i child to receive a free passage 16 India &t
fhe et of the ferin of indetitare of his father or mother.
Ak 39 ‘6f 1905 provides for the methdd of Payment
rthe ticence, ete, - . by
 Section ¥ of Act rg of 1916 allows & Magistrate
ré’lse‘(r; Indian ‘women Hrom pafment of tte licénce
moliey upon grolitids ol ill-health, ‘old 4ge, or for other
just cause.. Section } p‘ro‘Ygae's for the suspension of
payient of arréars during ‘the period ‘of re-indéntife ‘or
contrict of service,

icidentdl 8 his B chet

purposes as the -

ifd of 2 lawful 4¥nd Tondgamods -

for the

ek

Judge’s Rem‘arks;on‘ Indian
| ~ Evidence |

. ‘Softe Fithér stronf obsetvations regarding the
credibility of Indiun witnesses were made by Judge -
and tisun%bl ih the Witwatersiaind Local Division .
yestebday (says -tMe Tramvaal Leader of the 23:d
instant). The cise was Sne i which an Madian spplied -
for the sequestration of a compatriot’s estate and the
latter resisted an order on the ground that the appli- :
i1t was ndt A éréditor to the amount of £s5o as pro-
vided by the Insolvency Law. - L
Mr, Justice Mason remarked that the evidence in
supp~1t of thé respondent’s. case was what one Very
olten found in ludian cascs. There generally szemed-
a number of wilnesses for one side fortuitously at hand
when the opposite side gave away its whole case.
. Mr, Greenberg : The sudue criticism would apply to
the applicait’s witnesses. : -
_ His Lordsbip; Not altogether. There is Dr. God:
frey’s evidence. o : .
Mz Greenbevg : 1 don’t know Dr. Godirey; but his -
evidence would be 4s much exposed fo oriticism as
that of any other. witpéss, I 3bould like to cross-
examine him on the statements he makes. S
Hit Lordship: But the ewrdénce "on affidavit &
overwhelmingly against yows and your own evidéence
is of the character you describe, - o
Mr. Greenb=rg : Does_the possestion of a medical
degree sfiect what, accordivg to your Lordship, are

. national charaeteristics ? :

His Liordship : 1 think it does.
a certain class. . -

In giving judgment, Mr. Justice Mason said that the -
respondent’s case was that, in order to defeat other
creditors, the applicant agrded with him to take over
certain goods in teduction of his debb, and that that
was done. In support of that, the responrdent produced
witnesses who conveniently happened to be present
when the agreement was made, although the parties
making it must have knmown that the arrangement was <
‘ome which wenld be somewhat open to criticism 1in the
eyes ot the law. Then there were two more witnesies
who happerfed to come on the scene when the Arrange-
ments were being carried ont, and who seemed toknow
all about the collusive agreement. Now, these were

1 was referring to

—céincidences which, if true,” were of a remhrkable -

character.- Unfortunztely, howeven, these coincidences
50 often appeared in Ihdian ‘cases, They had got v
face that fact, - S oo

On the wbove subject, Mr, A, M. Cachalih, the
Chairaian of the British Indfan Association, addressed
the following tetter to the Zransvaal Leader, xmder
date the 23rd altimo :— - .

in your to-day's isswe of the Leader, Yo publish
certain remarks made by Mr. Justice Mason, to which

- you pive~the headingt “Credibility: ot Ewidedce”,

“ Judge’s Remarks on Yndians,” - .
I have no 'deXire in ‘any way to ‘controvert Hes Ldrd-

| ship’s statétient which mvay be.justified by the facts

brought to his totice [rom time to time, but it shodtd
be well wnderstood by tHe public that Mr. Justice .
Mason cotifindd his remarks to 4 'Certaih ‘cla¥s ot
Indians ‘only, Whow ty Associatién has o ddsire To
difect rom such criticis, He did not, as Mr. Green- -
beig appeared to6 Suppose, condémn Indian evidente
on tatidnal or Ydcial gféuiids @t 21l There %re also
certain classes of non-Indians equatly puilty'of attempts
to mislead Ye Court, bt I do #ot présume thit ih
Stefilar circutmstances you would speak of Yhe Judge's
remarks on Europeans. Tt is ‘notoriows thit -iawyers,
like doctors, see 'tainly the Stamy Side ‘of life, and they
will necessarily draw cohclusiors from whit they bée.
In spite, however, of whit might have been 'to a Yess
jdst man a Strong temphation to exaggdrate, M. Justide
Masoh confined” his Yemarks to_that section of the
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community which he beliaved (5 be guilty, and did not
Ievel an indictment agai.st the whole of the Indian
community as one-might suppose from the first few
lines of your report. '

I trust that you will find space for this letter in order
to r-move-any wreng impression that might bave been

_ created.

cerned.
.ment to give & free passage to aony Indiatt not other-

From the Editor’s Chair
IR ORI OO IO TN
THE RELIEF BILL
THE long-expected Indian Bill has now been published.
We reproduce the full text with the schedule. It is
a simple and short measure and seems to catry out the
recommendations of the Indian Commission in so far
4s legislative actiou is necessary. The Bill removes
the mardage difficulty and restores the status as it
existed before the Searle judgment. It répeals the £3
tax and remits the unpaid arrears. Lastly, it validates
Natal certificates of domicile, if the owner can establish
his ideolity with the certificate by proving that the
thumb-impression on it is his own. There is another
clause in the bill with which rthe community is not con-
It is the clause which enables the Govern-

wise provided for If he renounces for himself and his
family all claim to dowicile in Natal or any other

- province of the Unimm.

There are. certain alterations pecessary in the Bill.

-1t will be a proper thivg 10 use for validating future

unions the machinery provided in the Bill for valigat-
ing cxisting unions. Amendmzot will aiso b: necessary
for protecting the childrea of deceased wives, where
such wives, if alive, could have been recognised under
the present Bill, -,

Assuming that the Bill wirh the suggested alterations
becomes law, there wiil still remainr the other matters
recommended by the Commission and the matters
covered by Mr. Cachalia’s and Mr. Gap-lthi's letters.

" These require administralive freatment and include

the Free State question, the Cuape entry and the ad-
‘ministration ot existing laws. If satistactory assurances
are issued-in connection .with them, the strupgle that
has gone on {or years, and that bas  meant enormous
losses and sufferings to the communily, may be said to
have fitly and honouribly closed. '

The Madras League

" A wmeeting of the Executive Committec of the Madras
League was beld on the 24th February, with the Lord
Bishop in the chair, | ) ) e
Among thase presént were the Lord Bishop, Rev,
Dir. Loz rus, Khan Bahadtir Walji Lalji, Rev. J. Bitt-
man, Rev. T. Subramaniam. Dr. M. Knishnaswami Iyer,

© Mr. Yakub H -ssani Sai, Mr. G. A. Natesan, Mr. P.

Krishnaswami Chettiaf dnd Mr. C. P. Ramswami Iyer,
1t was resolved that £8ce be remitted to Mr. Gan-
dhi, making a total of £3.8c0 up to date remitted to
South Africa. .
it wds also resolved that the Hon. Mr. Gokhale, the
Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop of Madras, the Hon. Azad
Ali Khan, the Hon.. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri and the Hon,

- B. N. Sarma be requested to constitute themselves as a

depritation, beaded by the Lord Bishop, 'he President
ot the League, and authorised to do whatever they think
necessary to present the case forthe Indians in South
Africa both belore the authorities in England and the
British public at latge.

- ‘Commeants on the Bill

The Natal Aercury, in a leading article, says :—

By the courtesy ot the. Secretary of the Interior we
have been supplied with an advance copy of the Indi.
~an Relief Bill, which the Minister lately anhounced
his inteation of introduciig for the approval of Parlia-
meut in the present session. . . . . . . The

Bill will not meet with general approbation from Natal-
ians. [n regard to the quustion of the repeal or reten-
tion of the £3 annual licence, opinion is sharply divi-
ded amongs* the mrmbers of Parliament for the Pro- -
vince, amongst the employers of Indian labour and

amongst the loca! Eurvpeau community. The mrasure
may be expueted to provoke’a considerable amount of
discussion ins'de and outs‘de-the Lepislature, 1t is to
be presumed that the Gov-rnmeat, in bringing lorward
so contentious a lag.si wive pr j-ct at this late period of
the session, are impelled thereto by some honourable
obligation they have taken upon themselves with the
Imporial aod 1 .di.n Governments, as well as by the
desire to appease those teelings of discontent which
culminated in the recent strike of coolies. The Impe-
rial ard Indian Governments have accepted the recom- -
mendations ¢f the Indian Commissior as a sntisfactory
basis for a settlement of the major grievances alleged
by the leaders of the Indian population at the time of
the strike. "The enactment of the Bill would be facili-
tated, if it be made clear by those who speak in the
‘name of the Natal Indians that the concessions now be-
ing offered to them wtll be received as removing all
ground for lurther agitation vfthe kihd which embar-
rassed the Transvaal Government some years agn, and -
- dislocated the industrial activities of Natal towards the
end of last year,

The most iniportant clause ol the Bill, although it is
reserved to the end of the text, is that under which it
is proposed to repeal the so-called L3 tax, which is
mure correctly described as the yearly pass or licence
required to be paid for by those impotted Indiats who
desire to remain io Natal after the expiration of their
terms of indenture, In vow proposing to abolish the
tax, it is provided thdt no proceedings shall be 1akéen
for the recovery ol arrears ; and, under Clause 6 of the
Bili, tht Minister is to be allowed a discretion a8 to ex-
tending the privilege ot 4 frex pass back to India, It
is possible that the abolition of the tax may do more th

acilitate the returd of Indians to India than its reten-
sion under the conditions Hitherto existing. ’

In regard to the amendments propeosed in the mar-
riage laws, the Guvernment are simply doing what equily
requires, . . . . . Tbhe grievance of the Indians
in this regard was agitated as only second ‘in import-
ance to thewr aversion to the L3tax. . . . . , .
‘L he Bill thus deals with the main points on which the
Indians have been secking reliel. It leaves untouched
certain questions that come more directly withip the
range of official administration, but we assume that the
Gqvernment, haviog gone as far as they are going io this
Bili to act justly and generously towards the 1ndian po-
pulation, are dispased to dcal sympathetically with the
general position of the Indisas, as far as European sen-
timent will allow, recognising that in this matter they
hive to stucdy the int-rests of the Empire as well as of
South Africa, Probably, we shall find that the h pes
of this proving a final settlement of the Indian question
will net be fulfilled. By certais infiuential members of
the Indian race, such” as. Sir M. Bhownaggree, claima
have been formulated on their behalf which, although
they bhave not been expressly put forward by local In-
dians, have not been expressly renounced by them, .
Should these extravagant claims_be advanced in South
Africa, the European public will know how to deal with
them.  For the present, it is enough to know that the
Union Government are prepared to grant to the local

Indian community such coocessios as the Imperial
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Gm;crnmenl. and the Indian Goverpmenl copsider
would be a satistaction of legitimate claims, and a
reasonable alleviation of grievances.

Y

« , atal Advertiser”’ -

It may possibly, and will probably, come out later
how far the Bill represents a final private agreement
between Government and leaders ol certain sections of
the South African Indian community for the cessation
of Passive Resistance movemenpts and so forth, or how
far it is simply a pacificatory measure tendered the
Indian community generally. It is.nit even possible,
ac yet, to know whether this is intended as a final con-
cession to all alleged Indian grievances, or whether

there are other Bills to follow, dealing with other points,
interesting to learn to -

e e s . Itwill be :
what extent the local Indian community is content
with this measure. ™~ .

“ Cape Times”

The marriage question, in its various aspects, has
been the cause of even deeper resentment than the £3
licence (says the Cape Times). The new Bill makes
what we trust the Indian community will recognise as

. a serious and well-considered attempt to provide & re-
medy. In the first place, provision is made for the aj.-
pointment ol priests of any Indian religion to be mar-
riage officers, with authorithy to sclemnise the marriage
of Indians in accordance with the rites and formularies
of such religion. A marriage so solemnised between
two lndians will be recognised by the law of the Union
as a valid and binding marriage, and * all the incidents
shall follow therefrom ” which tollow from any other
legally recognised union. Retrospectively, de facto
monogamous marriages contracted before the passage.
of this Act will be validated on registration upon a
joint application of the two parties to any marriage
officer, conditionally, ol course, on the production of
satislactory -evidence that the union is in fact mono-
gamous, though “by the tenets of the religion which
the parties profess, polygamous unions are approved or
recognised.” Finally; the knot in which the Union
Legislature contrived to tie itself in connection with
the entry into the Union of the wives and children of
domiziled Indians is unloosed.

Under the Immigration Act of last year domiciled
Indians were excluded from the list of prohibited
immtgrants, and the intention was to admit one wife
and the children of that mite. Unfortunately the perti-
nent clause in the Act of 1913 spoke of “the wife or
child of a lawful and monogamous rarriage, duly
celebrated according to the rites of any religious faith
outside the Union ;” and the Courts promptly declared
that a “Jawful and monogamous marriage duly cele-
hrated” in this fashion was a contradiction in terms,
as no marriage properly to be classified as monogamous
could be celebrated by the rites of a religion permitting

, polygamy, The new Bill deletes the passage we have
quoted above, and simply excludes from the list of
probibited immigrants n woman who can prove to the
satisfaction of the authorities administering the Jmmi-
gration Act that she is the wife of a domiciled Indian.
* The wife " is interpreted to “include any one woman
between whom and the exempted person there exists a
union recognised as a marriage under the tenets of an
Indian religion, notwithstanding that by these tenets
the union of that exempted person with other women
at the same time would also be recognised as a
marrizge : provided that no woman shall be.deemed to
be the wile of such exempted person (z) if such &
union exists between him and any other woman who
resides in any Province: or (b) if such exempted person
has in any Province offspring by any other woman who

is still living.” In other words, a domiciled Indian can

legally bring in one wife and her children up to the
age of sixteen, ‘even though the union is not technically
monogamous, 5o long as he has not another wife «r

. the right to re-enter or reside in any part of the

children residing in the Union.. This, of course, does
not give legal recognition to polygamy ; but it removes
the practical hardship of the bar against the entry inio
the Union of one wife on the score of her technicel
non-conformity with the legal definition of monogamy.
Fipally, it shouid be understood that, so far as domi-
ciled Indians within the Union are cobocerned, they
can go through the form of marriage, if they so chouvse,
belore a priest who is not a marriage officer, with one
or more women aiter their first marriage bas been
registered, though these women casonot be recognised
as having a legal status under the law of the Union,
‘They are pot penalised as bigamists " for it is admitted
that by their religion they.are not bigamous: all the
Union law stipulates is that it_shall only be asked to
recoguise for its purposes one woman, though she also
has been married according to the formularies of a
religion the tenets of which permit polygamy. It will
be seen that the Government, following the Solomon
Commission, has studiously endeavoured to avoid all
sumblance of disrespect for the religion of either the
Hindu or the Mohammedan, and it is hoped that the
leaders of the Indian community will realise this is
the case. ] _ -

“Transvaal Leader”

The Bill should effect a settlement of a difficulty
which has harassed the Government and the—-public of
South Africa for many years. Thereis hope, indeed,
that we are about to witness the last appearavice of this
tiresome and troublesome controversy on the legislative
stage. Messrs. Gandhi and Polak, on bebalf of the
aggrieved population, have bestowed a cautious benison”
on the Bill. It would still be too much to suppose
that the carefuliy-balanced course which the Bill pre-
scribes, between tolerance of polygamy, op the one
hand, and observance of monogamy, on the other, will
satisfy the extremists. None the less, we {éel assured
that the Bill will have a fair reception at the hands of
the Indian community as a whole, and that it con-
stitutes a genuine vindication of the spirit- ol modera-
tion and good sense amongst the adherents on both

. sides of an extremely vexatious and perplexing con-
- troversy.

It is paturally the function of the Bill to-
remove the grievances which provoked the recru-
'descence of the passive resistance campaign of last year.
. . ' An interesting feature of the statement
is the insertion ot a clause epabling the Minister, in
bis-discretion, to grant to ‘free” Indians passages to
India, gratis, on their written request. Such applicants
will be required to sign a statement relinquishing, on
behalf of themselves, their wives, and minor children,
Union,
The clause dealing with this offer can only be regarded
as embodying a pious hope. But, if there are, as has
been suggested, a number of the Indian community to
whom the  settlement ” contained in the vew Bill is
unacceptable, it will obviously be open to them to take
advantage of the ofter. )

. . .

“ Rand Daily Mail ” ‘

This measure will, it is hoped, constitute a final set-
tlement between Mr. Gandhi and his followers and the
Union Government, and thus end the passive resistance .
idea for all time ( says the Rand Datly Mae! ). The
two most troublesome points outstanding were the £3 .
taxin Natal, and the legalisation of Indian marriages.
The tax has been swept away entirely by the new mea-
sure. Its elimination will be regretted only by a tew
Natal planters, who looked upon it as a sort of thumb- .
screw, forcing contract coolies to reindenture after their,
first period of service was over. Indeed the tax was’
levied for that express purpose. It meant that the coo;
lie had either to re-indenture, or to pay a tax of great
severity considering his probable earnings as a [tge
man, orto leave Snuth Africa for good. An unpleasant
feature of the law was that it applied to wowen and
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girls as well as-to men and boys over sixteen. 'Lhe re-
moval of the tax will, ol course, satisiy the Indians,
especially as the Bill guards against any attempt to re-
cover money due under the old law. The marriage
question is a complicated one, and it is reported that
some of the Mohammedans are still dis-atisfied with the
Gouvernment’s policy., The concessivn embodied in
the draft Bill will, however, mect the wishes ot the mass
of the British Indizns in the Union.

Upon other points it seems to us that the recom-
mendations ol the recent Commission have also been
freely accepted by tbe Government, and that Indian
grievances generally have been fairly met. The mea-
sure should pass through Parliament rapidly, and with-
out serious opposition. The subject is one of which
most people are weary., The dispute has dragged on

for years, and the general feeling will be one of thank- -

fulness that a settlement has been reached, and that
there is little likelihood of the Indian trouble again be-
-coming acute.. Broadly speaking, the influx of further

Indians into the Union is prevented, whilst the rights .

of those within the country have been secured, One
clause is interesting, and will be popular with the white
population. Tt enables the Goveroment to grant free
passages to India to all Indians who agree to leave
the country for good and abandon all the rights they
acquired: within it. Whether the free passage bait will
be swallowed by any considerable number of Indians
remains to be seen, hat, if it is, the cost of the conces-
si n will certainly not be grudged by the white popula-
tien.. The offer might well be breught to the notice of
all British Indians who are not satisfied with South
African conditions. They will be able to escape from
them at the expense of the Government. '

__ Mr. Polak Interviewed

Johannesburg, May 28 { Reuter ).—Mr. Polak, in an
intervic w with Reuter’s, states that the Bill to be intro-
duced deals with two of the points on which passive
resistance was based which could be dealt with by sta-
tute—the Natal tax and the vatid-tion of monogamous
marriages He had ‘received a telegram from Mr.
Gandhi, stating that the Bill appeared to be satisfac-
tory. ' -

_In order, however, to comply with the requirements

- of the passive resisters, Mr, Polak said that it would be |

pecessary to get assurances from -the Minister asto
more sympathy in the administration of the Immigra-
tien Act, apd to due regard being given to vested
interests in the application of the Gold and Licensing
laws. He further pointed out that the acceptance of
the present Bill with every measure of thankfuloess did
not mean the abrogation of the general claim of civil
equality in South Afrca. The remaining two points,
the right ‘of South African-born Indians to enter
the Cape and the declaration on the entrance into the
Free State, Mr. Polak described as small matters of ad-
min‘stration.

Greyville Unionist Opinion
*The Greyville (Durban) Unionist Club resolved to
discuss the Indians Relief Bill.

"Clause I was approved of, with the proviso: “ Pro
vided the same (rites and formulaens) are in accordance
with the British marriage laws.” The succeeding clauses
were approvid of, ¢nd the following resolution was
carried unanimously, alter an animated discussion :—

Mr. J. Berry propused, and Mr. A, Grassick second-
ed : “That, in view of the laxity of the Natal Govern-
ment in collecting the ,£3 tax, this meeting agrees with
Clause 8 (remitting any arrears), but asserts positively

. that the £3 tax should be collected in the ftuture by
the Union Government.”
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Justice for Asiatics

In the appeal of one Hoosen agaiost the Crown,
beard in the Natal Division ot the Supreme Court on
February gih last ard now reported in the recently -
published issue of the Natal Law Reports, the Court
allowed the appeal and quashed the conviction on the
ground that the Appellant had been deprived by the
Magistrate of the benefit ot legal assistance and advice
in meeting the charge made against him. His defence
tecessitated an argument upon certain points of law as
to the validity ol the contract of service of the
Indian whom the Appellant was alleged to have
 barboured,” and the Magistrate refused to graot a
postponement of the case, which the accused had ap-
plied for on the ground that his counsel was engaged
in another Court. In delivering a concurring judgment,
Mr. Justice Carter said, * I think that, in a time like
the present, when there is so much outcry that Asiatics
do not receive the justice that they ought to receive,
there is all the more reason why one should accede to
an application of this surt for a postponement so that
no one can be heard to say that an Asiatic, or any
other man, when brought before the Court, was not
allowed an opportunity of being properly heard.”

A Passive Resister

A writer in the Chrstian Commonmwealth thus de-
scribes the trial of Mr. Nevinson, the famous war
cotrespondent, and others who were arrested whilst
making a public protest against the treatment of
suffragist prisoners :— : -

When, last Wednesday morning, Mr. Nevinson, with
his bronzed face, grey bair and iron frame, faced the
Magistrate, be cut a dignified and even noble figure,
In simple, straightforward language he paid tribute to
Sir John Dickinson’s sense of justice and of common
humanity, and expressed the opinion that but for his
official position he would be in the dock beside him :—

“For I am here to protest against the brutality of the

" Government towards women prisovers, and I shall

continue to protest as long as I possibly can, in every
way that seems to me just. I have had a long and
varied career, | have tried to du the State some service,
but 1 have never been prouder in that career than I am

' to-day, standing here in protest against the treatment
" of women political offenders.

You can, of
course, imprison me, and do what you like, but you
canpot imprison the cause, and you cannot imprison
the indignant protest that rises in the hearts of all
honourable and humane people agaiost the Govern-
ment in this matter.” .

1 never heard anything finer or mote impressive, and

pever did 1 adm’re any man more than I did the
speaker of those brave, manly sentences. It seemed
to me that the judge braced himsell up to make an
adequate defence—for, beyond question, pot the
prisoner, but the authorities were on trial—but all he
could say was that the law must be maintained, and
that those who break it set the very worst example
human beings could possibly set. [he sentence was
that the dccused be bound over in £5 to keep the
peace for six months. “Irefuse to be bound over,”
said Mr. Nevinson, quictly, as he steppe:! «ut ol the
dock. -
Later in the day the * prisoners” who had deli-
berately and in concert broken the law and refused to
be “bound over for six months,” or any perind what-
ever, were unconditionally released; What is the
meaning of it all, and what is to be the -nd of it?
As Mr. Nevinson told the Magistrate, *“ Tt 15 a very
serious thing in any State when men and women of
‘character, who have tried to do their best in vife, shruld
regard it as the greateer “o0 1 I cheir lives to be
arrested as tho resu.. .. . , .8t against the Gov.ro-
ment.”
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News in Brief

In the House of Assembly, on Monday, Mr. Smute
. gave netice that the next day he would move lor leave
to introduce the Tndians Relief Bill

The farmers in the House are getting restive (says
the MNatal Mercury's representative in Parliament),
esprciatly es the newspapers contain news of rains in
various parts of the country. Abour the zoth of June
witl, I believe, be as late as the Government can keep
them. The Estimates cr: not yet touched, and the
Government will have bother enougi- to get these
through. without trying to. despatch more -work this
session. They will endeavour to anri.d the law relating -

* to Asiatics in order to avoid bmperial complications,

* Mr. Gandhi has arrived fnr ennsultation on this matter.
But the whole of the industnal programme may be
taken as dead, and some hard work has been done
upeb i in the venous select committees,

al

A memorial has been preseanted to the Durban Town

- Council from West Street haitdr. sscrs protesting against

premises being let to Indians tor hairdressing businesses.

The matter was referted to the Whole Council Com-
milttee, : -

e —————

Speaking in the House of Assembly on Thursdav
night, Mr. Jagger attacked the sugar indusiry of Natal,
complaining that the advantages it enjcyed at the

. expense of tha tax-payer amounted to £613 ooo, of
which £225,000 was in respect of differenti:l railway
ra-es.  Yet, all that this monopolist industry, run by
coalie 1abaur, paid into the Treasury was £ 73,000,

Messts, Goodricke and Laughton, Solicitors, bave
received the fcllowiog letter from the Acting Principal
Immigration ' Officer (Naial) :—" Referring to your
letter of the 2nd instant, I have now the honour to
inform you that 1 have been authorised by the Minister |
of the Intyrior to waivy the pecessity for the production |
of photograpbs of the Mahomedan woman reterred to
by yuy, provided local evideace of the marriage to my
sat sfaction is producsed, and [ shall be glad it you will
instruct your clients accordingly.” |

The Mayor of Harrismith, in his-annual Minute,
say. : “I feel it incumbent on me to make special re-
fereuce in this Minute to the active interest taken by
Councillor Bornman and his Vigilance Committee in
terd to 1he exclusion of Asiatice from this Pravince,
and the preservation of the old Free- State law
in this tegard, Mr DBornman has shown that hejs
fully alive to the dangera which abound iz connection .
withi the-Asialic question, and the whole town and di-- -
trivt i§ in sympathy with his views. Correspondence
has been oxchanged with the Volksrust Vigilance Com-
miltes, rnd, as a result, cenain resolutions were
fram+d by Mr. Boroman's Committee and  sub-
mitted to Government, the ohject being to impress up- 1
on the latter the serious menace which existy in.regard
tn this troublous question, ‘

Reuter’s correspondent at Ottawa reports that the
Goveroment was interrogated in the Camadian House
of Commons as regards the action they had taken in
the case of the Hindus detained at Victoria, British
Columbia, aboard the Komagata Mart. My, Borden,
the Premier, in reply, said that 2o had heen admitted
on the ground that they were returnin; to Canada, and
several had been excluded as the result of the physical

“test.  Regarding the others, the law and regulations

made to the Courts for a #Zabeas corpus, the Govern-
ent would rest their case on the ground that the Courts
-had no jurisdiction, Mr. Borden said tbat, if -applica-
tion were made to the Cour:s, the (& weramznt would
resist it through counsel.

" o The existence of the Army aod Navy is the price -
we have to pay for the stiil remaining relics of barbar-
ism which. cxist in the relations of one Siate to another.
‘I'he more uneducated and aloof from general enlighten-
ment you can keep them, the better disciplined zud the
more effective will they be :—Mrt. Ponsonby, M.P. in
the Contemporary Review.

e

. 'A European Solicitor of Nairubi, British East Africa,
said to an interviewer :==There is no labour market for
skitted British artivans.  The railway is run by Indians.
under white overseers, and they do a lot of the trade of -
the place, there being only a few large European stores
in Nairobi. The majority of planters and land-owners.
welcomme an Indian store-keeper on their estates, in or-
- der to meet the needs of the natives and their own.
Therd are no white .men in the country of the small
trader type, the majority having either University or at
least public school éducation. Indians are restricted
in s way : They are not ailowed to hold land. fir
themselves on any account whatever, although in the
-early days in Nairobi land was granted them for an In-
dian bazaar.

Y

What is the economic difference between a * ‘strike ”
and a “shortage of native lahour ” ? {(asks a correspond- "~
ent-to the Star). The main difference that I see is that
the **shortage ” is much -more effective, {rém the work-
ers’ point of view, than the “strike.,” The white men's
[~ *“strike ” has notraised- whité wages a penny piece in
the last filteen years. The native's *shoriage ” has
raised pative wages very considerably, The more -the
miacs depend an native labour, the more they will be
in the power of labourers wha cannot be starved out by
the. employer. All the recruiting arrangements and
agreements and Acts of Parliament of years have not
stoppert the advance of pative wages in the past, and
they will not in the tuture, The native is learning hig
power and he is going to use it. The *silent strike"”
is his weapon. = . - -

J.eao upon the Government,” said Mr. Quinn in
the House of Assembly the other.day, “is the motto of
every Protectionist.” = And he illustrated bis statement _
(says 1he Parliamentary correspondent of the Nafal
HMeércury) fram the case of the match faciory, which
was able lasc year to give'up £ 25,000 from its profits,
witliout increasing its prices. This was the Tesult of
a stiff duly, which enabled the undertaking to become
a trust, Under this system, the public, said Mr. Quinn,
were overcharged to the extert of a florin on every
gross of matches they bou;ht. ‘1he State would gain,
said Mr. Quinn, by cancelling the duty, and pensioning
off the 200 white eniployes lor 1He at ZL200 2 piece
per year. The wiping out of the protected sugar in-
dustry, it appears, could bz done on still more liberal -
terms as regards the Huropeans in it, and vyield a still
bigger reliet. If the unforiunate buyers of Natal sugar
were to club together to provide the sugar-growers and
their white employes a pensivn of £500 apiece, they
would still be saving 41,000 per man, provided they
were allowed to import their sugar free. These two *
so-called industries—the matches and the sugar—
-illustrated, said Mr. Quing, the general law of protec-
tion. First comes the duty, then the trust, and after
that the people pay—* every time and all the tine.”
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would be enforced.  Asked wheiber, ifapplication were

Gandhi at the International Printing I ress, Phauix, Nalal.
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