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INDIAN. OPINION : Items. of
news interests snd Literary con-
tributions muet be addressed fo
P.0O' BOX 43. Georgetown, B.G.
Features and otber iteme appear-
ipg io this jourpal do ol neces-
.sarily represent the views of the
Editoris]l Board. Thke editorial
celumn reflsots the policy of the
British Guiana Ensst Indian Ae.
soointion, . L.

— EDITORJAL —

s

Rephtrlatlol:' o1 _ Indlans

. We\pointed out in our issue of the
23td September that while the average
weekly earnings of workers wers only
$5 00 per family the actual cost of food,
olothing, rent, etc, per family of 4, 6
persons was found to be $3.23 - weekly
by the cost of Living Survey Commit-
tes. But in this ocost of liviog figure
tbe Deputy Director of Medicsl Services
made the following obeervations re-
garding the nutritive value of the food
tbat was consumed :— :

" % An anslysis of the food list shows
that tbe average family of 4. 6 per-
gons bad available 8409.5 Talories of
food per day. Of this 9 17/ conmsted
of protein, 73 4°/, of Crabobydrate
and 17.57 of Fas.. The ratio of first
olass or animal protein to total pro-
tein was 3447, The _totsl Calories
are low, as also the percentsges of
total proteiv, snimal} or first class

protein and fat, wbilet the percer-]|’

-

tage of oarbobydrate is bigh. *’
On the whole the Dootor was of the
opinion that the food consumed by the
.average family waes exceediogly poor,
apd he conocluded his observatigns
with the followipg ¢— . .~ 7 :
** Apart from deficienoy in total
calories the food in~ several fami.
lies may show remarksble defi-
cisvoy in variety and may bs want-~
ing in many indispensable ingredi-
Onlﬁ-" - ‘ ) .
The aversge Eaat Indian family
_js cortainly more tban 4.6 persons,
Bui if we assume that thers is ao aver.
age of three ohildren per Iamily and
the average eoarpinge of a man is
$3.18 and a woman $1.82, making a
tom] of $5.00 per family per week, our
readers would be able to figure out
how an ordinery working family of

‘-——

.

L

five persous could exist on $5.00 :pe
week a8 earnings, L .
An interssting disoussion took place
ocar the ZFY broadoast station on
Sunday 17th Septsrber when Dr. C.C,
Nioholson; M.B,, Ch; B, revealed that
“ hundreds of ohildren in British
(Juiane sre living on diets ~which- are
balow tbe safesv line.” Dr. Nioholson
is Government School Health Officer

‘| and he has csloulated that the weekly

oost of & ohild’s diet should be $2.21.

" | but this figute may be reduced to $1.76
“| if it becomes necessary.’

Let us there-
fore sssume thas it takes $1.76 to feed
a child per week at the pressnt time.
The average East. Indian family of
three children would require 3528 per
week for teeding their children. Ifit
is assumed that the aduit would re-
quire double the amonnt necessary
for the child then the family of five
would require $12.32 per week for food
alone, The  family earns on an
sverage $5.00 only, how then cao they
exist ? 1f ncocount is taken ef the cost
of olothing, rent, fuel and light, and
other items based on the C st ot Living
Burvey which amouuted to $365 per
week it wonld be clearly sesn why the
large majority of adults and children
are in such a staie of malnutrition
throughout the Colony. The lot of the
working people—particularly the East
Indisns—is pitiable.and the time has
come when the Goveromens and
Employers must

e

be made to undersiand |

’- R . o : Y S = ) f
that  this state of affairs cannot be _

allowed to continue much longer in
the iaterasts of humanity, » © - . -

" After all’ East Indians’ have “beeii”
made to live a sub-normal Jife in’'this
Colouy for over s Contury; - They sre’
denied ths opportunities of - working for.
‘thempselves, they - ars underpaid, ; and
worse than ever they are denied the full
rights of Citizenship so that they may
be able to influsnce the -Goveroment .
which is supposed to be in the interest ..
of the people of -this Colony. — i

-As we pointed-out, the pumber of '
Indinns in the Colony at prosent is
about 34,000 less -than the number of
sble bodied. workars. that -have baen
introduced since 1838, We: have
reard quite a .good deal lately about:
the welfars of the people. of Europe
and othez placdés where the majority
of the people are not what .may - be
desoribed as Coloured or natives.- ;

Th+ flower of our. manhood from India,:
our Mothorland and other parta of .the-
Empire is fighting for the Freedom of:
the . World. Wae have beentold abous”
the  * atlantic. ‘Charter’;, . We -hava-
baen told about “Freedom from Want”."
Age our people - in' thess- .parts not
within the Aslantic?  Are we going
to sit quietly and allow. our masters
to continue  their polioy of oppression -
of the peoples who - are: supposed to: :
belong to the Subject Races? .. -

- -(To be continued) -

LB

' Adult Education

' The Franchise. Commisston,” the
Capitalist, the .Governor of British
Guiana, the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, the Moribund Legislative
and Erxecutive Councils have ail
condemned the illiterate messes "of
British Guians to a degree as jow as’
animals. : '

We now oall on these bodies and-
persons to falfil ‘their .obligations
towards these self-same masses. It
is their bounden duty to .provide
means for eduoating - these masses,
The illizarate paople of British Guiana
demand that adult education be
orgenized without delay. -0

The respansibility for the bigh
illiteracy that existe in British Guiana

lies directly at the door of the Capi-

~f .-

talists (the sugar plaoters) who have
béen indireotly exercising pressure to
thig effect on the Loocal and Imperiatl ..
Governments,, 7 -
{ - We are of the opinion that imme.
diste grants_be made for this purpose.
under the Social Welfire Act and that
olasses be held &t evenings in order
ﬂnt_ workers who have to niatiin a_ -
family may participate. .~ ;- .
i There is no doubt thet the edues.
tionsl system in British ‘Guiane :is’
‘Totting with obaos, will.Governmens
do -something to alleviate™ its . past’
errors ? T T e "
. We would like the Governmens to. -
make a declsration of poliey with
:etspeot to its education of the illiter.
ates, LT ' -

. We are confidant that givan the

facilities, the masses :will take fuil -
advantage ofit. - - -~ - - .
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Letters to the Bditor | BARAIN GORNER

AUM—A CURSE ON SUGAR ROTTEN PRIMARY EDUCATION ‘
RUM, A BSTaTES | sgfmga'm GOLONY ¢ ZEPHYR"
n, Ogls :
.Rose Hall gi“lﬂe - 23rd Octoher W
. orentyne . The Editor _ -
s "- 12th Oct. 1544 1*1ndian Opinion "~ . Men S Orkn g
. The Secretary Lot 8i

“ B.GQ. E. LA, : A e I have seen much in Sh_r‘s
Sir, 4 b int ) ltha C)lony ragard;ngf Eho (:iwls :f th!; :

I bave read with interest in your presens dual coutrol of the educationa — 3
Sunday’s issue of the Indian Opinion,}eystem, L'NED VERY STRONG
thd Pesolution parsed by our organise~| . There is inefficiency everywhers. IDEAL . for LABOURERS
tion- relative to the evils of rum dr}nk- |r.d = spirit of don't oare almost in| - '

.iog,. I am happy to kpow theat at long { every schaol.
last our more fortunate brethren have] The gaverning body seems to be more | . a,t L Kawall

become alive to the dangers that beset interested in the religious asrect of
.the'path- of the more nnfortunate, in: the children than their educational - CRUAL STRERTD
tne form of alcohol. needs, every effort is made by the
I am however somewhat shebticul teachers, catechist and minister ' in
as to whethaé- the situatipn o;guld ga obarge to have those cgildrenblhntrbé- N
improved if Government should accede long to some other faith into their own "
by your request by removiog all ram- -religious secs. T' Annaln f’lnthad(](]
shops from Wltbll‘ the area-of Sugar I am estounded to-see that this '

Plantations, - most primitive system of edunation is: :

If this question is to be tackled with continued by a Goveroment which is . GENERAL PROVISION
.any degree of succes(sl }ih must be tack- apparently interested in the wlelfua off ~  ° AND .
led coursgeously an rmly. ~ the inbabitants, The regretful’ parto ]
Goverr ment will be réluotant to intrc. | the ,whole matter is that these schoola HARDWARE MERCHANIS
duce apy machinery which' would re—|are really run on govornmeﬁt provnd . .
terd the progress of the liguor Irode ed fundg e
for ocbivicus reasons but we muat be ‘ Youra Palthfuily ,
-bold encugh to tell Government that it : : Gunnese . Strands New Amsterdam Berbice
must govern-to improve the bealth and : J ’

happiness of its people. and not to exist| . . — —
-at-thefex.pepse oil" lhe{ea!t_t;;ttpd happi; o,
o | o' egislation must} ° -
E:?si:trn:i:ol:;opto- 'exp!fra other land | ., _. B""Sh ﬁ“lana ]]e Forqolteﬂ l_a“d
more humape’sources forrevenue, ™ ] 7 .
.Tbis is what [ think Govérnment

should be asked to logislate :- Drink-| Ng - Practlcal Ou look Ot West. Indian Canbbea.u
ing in rum shops -and - publte 'places ]
L . - Couference ~

must be strictly proh:buod Notimore|
. than & half blnttle of rumh to-be smoid bo| -“_-a :
an individual at a time. = « L . .
The laws of drunkenness must be| n : - BY THE WATCH D08
rigidly enfirced. When  thpse laws : T
are made and put into operation, then | - ) S
and orly then can one hope. for -a™ bet~| Reparts reachiog us from the Amerj- Gﬂvel‘ﬂmﬂﬂﬁ W°“|d do much towards
ter, stronger and bappier people, only|can owned Caribbean Islands indioate | getting somewhers if it. antablished
then can _social workers make pro- |that the U.8- Government is putting [ several small commitiees [not inter-
gress’ in soclal work., Ualy then can plans forward to itnplement seme of the { minable ones] to iron out dou_nls and
Government hope to see the gladsome | recommendations made at the Waest .presant thern for implementation,
eﬁeot of -its proposed sooial gschemes, .]Indian Conference hald in Barbadns in| - .
. ‘. lam -° | Marchof the present’ year, There} .
Yours TFaithfully. wore almost specific Tecomméer-dations = Ramb]ros : MIS"'
RAM. M&HOHAR * | made as far as thls oolnny was ooncarn

-

N - - ed. '
- N Ce ot " Yet every tblmz se'ems to have been ‘ R :
S k forgatten of the Conference as far as| - . GENER‘?L PROVISION
mO e T T : " British Guiana is concerned, - . . ,,_M.lmRCHANTS .0 .
.'| Toc.much of this acadsrio *Hikous-| . _ . Hal . '
Pl.l t Sl sion seems to be leading this country | 19 Water Street Ge rgatown
o l powhere, These Conferences cost the oo : —
tax payers money ; and therafore they —
. eXpeot. soma retura for’ their luvast- ) -
A\T"b‘g"“ ‘tdmhé‘blyk suited for ment. Tt is  therefore the duty of| ' GENERAL PROVSION
- apstan Smokers . government to take steps to implement \
T - ' the recammendations or to stase the MFRCHANTS
_—— reasond why it cannot embark on them.
MANUFACTURED By - The Coloutal  Treasurer: officially

represented British QGuiana, nas be

Demerm‘a rﬂbdcu} Co‘ I_[d. also forgetton of the Cunfere. os and R-Sﬂ"l Mﬂl'ﬂi &CO I.[d

its recommoundations or 13 it ttiau be i
19 Water Street too busily occupied io gther direotions,| - Water Street, Georgetown

a [ ] .- . -~
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Tho Unwelcomed B. G.
Fran« hise Commission
“And s Report

By Observer

The population of_ British Guipna
weuld certainly refer one day to the
Frenchise  Commission headed by
E. (3, Woolfcrd and roorn iis contents
as having been reported by one of
the sons of Rritish~ Guizna '.I'he
names of tbose who signed the major-
ity report would always be s thorn
in the side of every true Guiamess,
e persons. responsible 10 keep tbe
colony back from progress.

Credit murt be given those who
sigued the msjority report for having
pteyed the black rsce sgainst the
Fast Indiaps, much to the. detriment
of the black racé and to- the self pre—.
servalion of & majority ‘of the signator-
jes. The Rgreater portion of the
signatories of the majority report aro
men imbued with the idea of selfish-
ness and belorg ta miXed races
therefore the subtla game of playing
one race against the other. It must
be olesr to these men nevertbeless
that they cannot go on doiog this
trick indefinitely without being found
out ; the problem of the Blankman is
{unismentally ;
Indisns, and therefore the unit 1is
bound so close. together_ that their
cohepion is ineeparable. A - word of
warniog to the wise is  enough and
these who think they have wona
battle has in “teality  lost one, The
masses of Briish Guiana believes in
Geod, their souls and zonpsicence are
free, oan, the same

of the Frarcbise Commision?

Necessity For A West
Indian RHice| Board

By 1.0, Special Carrespondent

Those responeible for planniang the
future of British ‘Guiana are certamly
sleeping as far as the Rice Industry is
con2erned. [tis common knowledge
that the eotire West Indies are suffer-
ing from the lack of an adequate
supply of rice ne a food on the table of
the maflies. At the present moment

;we bardly export enough rice ko satisfy
the demands of Trioidad alape.
British Juiara has been distributing

its exportable rice as equitable as|

possible to all the British West.Indies;
This is, certaivly a very commendable
bumaniterian act oo ourpart, " A
friend in néeed is a friend indeed .
Now, the future of the rice Industry of
Britisb Guiana will depend on these
self same West Indian markats but
onder completely different o roum-
elapces than the present monopoly that
{ British Guiana kice enjrvs in these
slnndq; there would be internationa
ompelion, :

the problem of the,

be said of, the/
signatories of the Majoriiy Report

Windsor Forest, Lﬁi.f alousie
Hague Affairs '

" Under Normal Conditions Expenditare Should
Not Exceed Revene

. . "REPLIES TO QUESTIONS NO.5 .
BY THE HONOURABLE A, M. KUUN REGARDING REVENUR& AND
EXPENDITURE ON THE GOVERNMEN{T EsTA[ES, WESE CUAST:
: . . - DEMERARA .~ K e e X

uestion 1,~What are the comparatizé figures of revenue and ®xpen-
. : diture of ‘the -Guvernment estates of Windsor Forest, La
Jalousie and Hague during the years 1941, 1942 and 1943 .
- regardiug the cultivated sections of the aforesaid estates ? -
. Answer 1,—The figures are as tollows:— - ‘ S

’-

B 4
»

~

~.1943

1841 1942 _
CULTIVATED- ' Expen- ) Expen- Expen. .
SECTIONS. Revenue ditnre.. Revenue diture, Revenus diture.
$ 0o 5 ¢ §$ O $ ¢ $ ¢, 8 ©
Wiudsor Forest 3,362 87 "14,24953 40786 7,90716 - 452126 738010
La Jalousie ... 587017 502116 [493194 639197 648182 12368 67
Hague 555396 260438 415226 10,773 03 - 4,964 28- 9,394 37

T 1478700 21,78507 13,157 36 2497216 15967 36° 29,143 14

Expendirure exceeded revenue by a considerable amount during the three
years as u large sum was spent in overtaking arraars of maintepance,
Under norme! conditions expenditure shoul } not exceed the revenue, .
Question 2,—What are the comparative fizures of revenue and expes~

diture of the house Jot sections of the Government estates
of Windsor Forest, La Jalousie ancd Hague during the -

. ] " years 1941, 1942 and 19437 W g e

T Aopswer 4—Tne figures are as follows :—

P

A L
P

’

, 1941 1943 1943
BOUSE LoT ’ Expen- - Expen- - Expea-
SECTIONS Revenuﬂe diture. Revenue difure. . Revenue diture
. 8 ¢ % 0 8 ¢ $ 0 - ¢ _ ¢ $ C
Windsor Ferest 207,60° 507 25 161 43 665 73 222 61 . .-776 77
La Jalousie .. 110 76 287 58 6571 44153 117 64 44178
Hagne ... 118 35 342 62 120 20 500 36 195 56 625 84
o, 436 71 1137 44 35+ 34 160762 535 81 1844 49

EDITOR'S NOTE—In the earlier part of this year the authorities at Wind-
gor Forest, LoJalousie snd Hague had increased the rales on~the Housa Lo
Sections, in some cases up to 4007, and under. ' The residents took objection
to the high inoresses and a deadlock bas ensued. The residents have offered -

+ 3314 7 but according to the figures below 3314 °/, “would not be sufficient to

meet the cost of keeping the House Lot Seotions in proper sanitary con~
-ditions with the fizures

available there.is no reason why a settlement can-
not be reached. ' ’

’

e ——

’

It is only logicsl, therefore, that! B ’ T
these West Indian Islands, which are tAL BAHADUR 'SINGH
interested to have a regular and con- - AT .-
tinuous supply of rice.come. war or General Wholessle Provmo!n‘Meqchann
come peace, should slso have a say in; R e & N
our fulure -plans as far as bhe rice 15 & 16 WATER STHEET
industry is concerned. ' '
In'mediate steps should be taken “by
Government to contaot all the British
West Indian Governments and a
Board be formed to work out plans to
eosure an adeq-iate supply of rice, for
the We:t Indies, cemeunt trade arrenge-
ments snd ﬁnnoing. of the iodustry

Importeis of Epgligh Amarican Io-
dian & Canadisp Foodstutfs -

SHOP AT THIS HOUSE FOR
QUALITY AND SERVICE

£tg, . I .

-
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Jbg@ph ﬁ“"ﬂﬂ'omﬁﬂ‘i ' ' Apathy Of Inhabitants And The Government
GENERAL Plzdvxsl{ou'f' i ' By ;_,be,,y
MERCHM\TS ' - ' )

" There ia a ganeral apathy of the paop!e would lﬁtn lo be gaverned bus

. 14 P"'__gfee‘ NCW Amstmdam Linbahitants of the Colony with regard how the ocapitiists the Locst and Im.

) . C i to the general welfsre aud develop- perial Governments would like to have
=———————-= _ - |ment of tha Colony u? a whlofle. them governed ; naturally this can-
o ) - . | There “is ot course ample reseon for not lead to an imProvement of
THE HOUSE OF *  |this unusual behaviour of the popul-  relationship betwean rulers snd ruled

QUALITY AND SER‘VI\.L‘.

‘ation, -The monst .slanlﬁcnub reasob bus to a serious deterioration of
nevertheless can befouad, in a con- _harmony. The. population bas long

REL[ABLE DEALERS . [tiouous subjsation ofbody and soul tofgrown acoustomed to have thing

.. ' Jalmast . johuman® I‘.raat.manr.
r——— | gonditions.

and. pushed down their throats,a tvanl
iexample has been the question of

. Time'and "agnin these same people Universal Adult Suffrage.

v - ]_.am bava made eff sres to have their affairs An invilation to any tmp:lrtu]_

GENERAL PROVISION - =--ra¢;|LIvIbvtba {an%t lists and the Local Government can be -easily sesn at
, Y mperia overoments ; every any sitting of the Legislative Coun~
T ,MERC_HANTS - concejvable method has baan'uuad in il when bardly evgngmx eilelu,?l:l:a d

straightened out; but every effor. of obhsarver mlllng to guage the interesg
theirs wore stalled . directly oriindi- ofthe peuvpla in the affaits of the —

the past and -is being used today to pressnt in the gallery.

Water Street. Georgetuwns govern Ihe peopte not in the way the  Cartainls there is plenty room for

A —

improvement in our system of Gov-
ernmentif it is g'ng to enjoy the
confidence of the people, The situs.

Behulldmv of Maekdy Memonfﬂ bchool

-Good -buucess, Wakanum '

UPLIFT AND EDUCATIONAL WQRK ‘943 1944

Denr Contributing Friends, e .
- 1. An appeal is hereby muade- to you in our urgent -endeavour
. for aid in the social, mental and spititual worlk for the upliftment of
,our children so as tcr fit them for the taskaof thg moriow.

2. lo ofir educational -programme. we mues prepare for better
~ and more useful~citizgnship by the straifng of mind, body and soul,
" - or the menta},” physical and spiritual. We hua had for tha last

year, mainly as parents interested ourselves in our children and

commupity, to maintain the ‘building arnd equip nent, -and also
* provide the salaries «of teschers and a aohool that .really, braiog

‘eitizens. "P

3. We bave been - running this schaol for the past 8 monthe

hiavng one Firat Class Head Master froto the Trainiog Centre,

one Third Class, First Assistant, one Unocertificated male Teacher, ‘

ond Pupil Tedcher andtwo Female Teschers, with an esnrallment of
2¢0 children paying 3150 per month from money paid by the Gov-
erning Body.

- 4, This matter was a burmng Quaatlon 1n the Legislature the
latter part of last year and thls warly p.rl: of tha present year and
it ig. still in suspense.

. . 8. Weoan ouly now appeal to you as brothers of oharity to
understand and assist ; whether it be in some valuable donstion to
this worthy purpose or in some monthly contribution to equipment
or our teachers’ salaries, until such time as wa put things on a foot—
ing that demands the Govemmenu L:rant. offered-in the Education
Ordinance,

Thbanking you for whntever you offer, we kindly request that
vou fill'ir the- number#d cocupon -attached, and returd to eithet the
representalives mentioded below in the Innd cara of the B. G, E, 1,

©  Assnciation, -. .

' ~ Yours for progress, .

DAVID DRAPAUL, Businessman - (;umrman

* MOBABIR Rice Miller
J.5. HARRIPAUL, Rice Fnrmer} Trustess
R. E. BACCHUS,— Contractor, Secreiary

- "MACKAY MEMORIAL SCHOOL
UPLIFT AND ELUOCATIONAL WORK 1943—1944

Doar Brothers ;
We rendlly subaenba to your ¢cause and hereby snclose a cop-

k3

trlb‘)tlnn of $ pacnc-o‘l 5‘.“ . doartn . y ‘
N‘md‘- I‘." IEIL RN RLI AL N LL N cc -:... o Addreas venvasen e48 ".""."'":

| tion oalle for statesmanship not of hot

solving them far the saks of bumanity

- RREWING todav is 8 ccmbination-
of s verv oldart and new scien:ifie
!'me hoda YO are assured ~f SUPE-
KIOR and [NIFORM  pfuduc s
| brewers with the bart avallavle muts
reiis by methods of proven merlt wnauw
you buy,

FRONTENAC
} BEER

DOW ALE
' and “

DOW STOUT .
\Wel_mund Richter Ltd.

AGENTS

(’lem S ahops

io *

BLACK AND BROWN,

Wholesale aud Retail

P Kawall

"~ 14 Water Street, Georgatown

INDIAN OPINION : Publishad st
M Hadfield Brreet, Georgetown, Dem-
erars, by JOSEPH N, BUTLER, for the
| Britiah QuianaEnst Indian Assogiation
of Lot "A Croal Street, Georgetown,
Demerara,

sir but of facing hard faots and -

&



