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PRICE THREETENCE,

E HAVE great pleasure in roproducing a special

\X/ vorbatim report of the proceedings af the depu-

tation to Lord Crewe on bohalf of South African

Indiunn, «Weo aro indebted to our London contemporary,
“India,"” for this roport:—

Tho Mnrquis of Crewe, Becrotary of Stato for India,’ re-
coived nt mo India Oftico on Mondny, Dec. 1, s deputation
from the All-Indinn Bouth African League, who convoyed to
hiim the views of tho longue on the position of Indinns in
Bouth Africn. Tha doputntion consi of Sir Mancherjeo
Bhownaggree, R.C.LE., Mr. B, :Dube, Mr. J. M, Parikk,
Mr. Q. A. Latif, Mr. 8. A. Bliney, Dr. Jivraj N, Mehta,
Mr. N. M. Murumdar, Major N. I*, Sinha, LM 8. (retired),
Mr. M. M. Uandovia, Mr. A. 8. M. Anik, and Mr. Shapur)i
Sorabji, Cantrary to the announcement made in advance by
“Thoe Times,” My, Amecr Ali was not present,

SIR M. M, BHOWNAGGREE'S SPEECH.

Sir Mancherjoo Bhownagureo expressed on behalf of the
cople of India, residont in this country, and, indeed, in
[‘Im name of nll Indin, their best thanks to the bocrqtary_ of
State for consenting to recoive this depuiation at this criti-
il juncture. The Fmvo situntion which had arisen in South
frica, virtunlly affecting the position and privileges of the
people of Indin as citizons of tho British Empire, had made
1t necexnary that they should be in poasession of the views
of the Dinpoerial Government, and especinily of the Minister
roaponsible for the protection of their rights, ns regards the
solution of the difficalty, There was very little time loft us
to make the necowsary proparntion for a fully representative
doputation, owing to which and with » view to meot Lord
Crowo's convenionce, the numbers present were not large.
Owing olso to thoir officinl position, some of their prominent
mon conld not join it. DBut it could bo casily conceived that
thero was tiot n person of Indian birth in England or else-
where who was not in_absolute unanimity witﬁ the deputn-
tion and its objeot. Sir Shapurjee Broacha, an influential
reprosentative of the financial and commercial classes in
India, who had consented to nttend, wns unaveidably ab-
sont, .but lbe bnd authorised the statoment that he fully
aympathised with and supported the deputation.

Lord Crowe was in full posscssion of the facts te which
they had to draw attention. Ae to the prevailing fooling,
18 might auy oxeitemont, aroused amoug the people of India
by recent ovents in South Africa, there was the powerful
tostimony of Lord Hardinge, who, in Lis utterances within
tho Inst fow days, liad given it acourate exprossion. These
had served to pacify to some extont the intensoe indignation
with which tho R}mpla viewed the trend of thing in South
Afrien, and the Viceroy had therchy rendered to Lis King
ond ‘country a great service. Like the rest of their coun.
trymon, the depatation fully arsociated themsolves with him

in the demand he had mnde for a scarching inquiry into the
trmv?:lﬁol:a and those dismal ovents which have resulted
Lere .

r They sincoroly trusted that bef
leave, hia L(_)rdn‘lﬁp would issum! the " ple ogmln:llil:yeftol?il:
support of his Excclloncy in the attitude he had taken up.

A LONG AND SQUALID STGRY.

The tale of the sufferings and indignitios to which British
Indians had been subjected in SouthgnAfricn for years past
was long and squalid. ' It was bad onough in the time of the
Boers, it hnd becn ten times worse sines, Old laws to their
dotriment had been strengthoned, new ones have been en-
acted, and all of them enforced with a rigour unknown be
fore the establishment of British domination there. The
offect of all this had Leen to harass the Todian settlers

.lndian Deputation t(.)_‘ Lord Cr'ev:yfe.;i-

+
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. .t A
there, and taJower tho whole of the King-Emperor's:Indian
subjects in the oyes of the world, as a low order of hriman
bpings unfit to enjoly tho ordiu_arg privileges of citizenship
in any part of the globo#for ¢his ) 8 i
put upon them ig ‘other British Colonies and in foreign .
countries, 'How 'the gll-%robecting and merciful aegis of the
British Crown, undeéf w ere 1 ]
to live, could suffer threo gundred millious of its subjects to
be thus degraded in the fight of mnations, naturally passed
their compreheansion. ' LA * 3‘.’. .

- L e 3.
THE BAR SINISTER..: -
That, thore was no justification for such treatment was
evident from the fact that responsible Ministers: of the-

-

Crown of both parties had repeatedly admitted the injustice -

and harshness of the laws directed against them, and had
given' repeated promises and pledges for redress.  Their
pledges had remained unfulﬁlles. Even such partisl pettle-
ment of the most intolerable burdens such as the poll tax,

and the unnecessarily drastic provisions of the Immi%r:(‘ition .
80 -

Bill, which wds last year dangled-before their eyes,

far been evaded. That settlemont was understood ‘to afford’
a ht:e,mpomry relief from some of the-most irksome:burdens
whic
possible, but were a long way off from® any appreciahle solu-

tion of their numerous wrongs; for so.long as_the 0¥eople of .

India were laid under any dissbilities on acecount of .race or.
colour in any portiod of the British Dominions, so-long must
tléay“fecl t:;:’;:nrel,y grieved. That bar sinister.must be removed
at all costs, : e

It can hardly be contested that -rl;ost, i nof all, of the-" ‘

hard mensures levelied against them wers due to race prex
judice and sought their extirpation from the Coleniek.. An

attempt had been made to justify them on cconomic gqund.s. A
rieg in' .

It was alleged that they had been .entering South
overwhelming numbers. That fiction had been dver and over
agoin dispelled. Then it was gaid that where 4 Colony had
been built up by the British at great sncrifices, it was unfair
that people of other nationalities should seek to compete
with the Colonists. But British Colonies were full of for=

eigners who had had free access without let or hindrance,-

whereas British subjects were denied admission; because the "
colour of their skin was dark. ' : >

ich they, were content- and proud -

rand of unfitness is being .

were making the very existence of the sufferers im- " *

-

. After yenrs of patient suffering, and finding that even the"
little relief they had been led to expect from the more im--
mediately pressing burdens was being finally withheld, soma =
of them protested in the Inst fow days against their situa-

tion, by [;

dentured labourers went on strike. . They knew the penalty
of the technical offence they were committing,
took their purishment. But the rigour, an%,.in man -
stances, the brutality with which their punishment had geen,-
and was- being, carried out, was the main ground of their .

assive resistance, and cértain numbers of the ih- --

and willingly -

and our complaint. The horrible tale of their maltreatment -

in various shal.{:s came _from quarters on whose veracity full
relm.ncp _coulg b placed. It had fboti‘n refui‘.eg by the Iocal
suthoritics, but pact rience of the sttitude of the offi-
cials there towards Bm Indians justified them in givigig
credence to the complaints. It had been ulleged that the
Indians first resor to acts of violence.. But even the
almost one-sided reports that had appeared in public jour-
nals went to show that indentured Indians were sent back
{; kt!m mines and fields to work under the lash of the sjam-"

, frecly wielded by their employers, and itrwas only when, -

thus driven to desperation that they adopted measures -

sglf- reservation. The tale of so mau{v dea%hs of Indians l?;'
the use_of firearms on the part of the local police, on-
the one hand, and, on the other, & few seratches or wounds
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suffered by the latter im the

E - . . : .
that the reports of violence by Indi o0 Broved onclusively

Indians were exaggerated.

THE-NEED FOR INDEPENDENT INQUIRY.

.. At sll ovents, there was a strong case made out for an
idependent inquiry on this point. -Whatever the result of
such investigation might be, it would be found that the
wholesale exercise, as they believed, for the first time in the
history of the British Empire, of the provision of law which
authorised the conversion of componnd‘; into gaols, could not
have failed to result in a form of torture which the framers
of the law could have scarcely contemplated. It was denied
that the sjambok and other weapons had been freely used to

- compel men to do the very work which in their last des-
peration ‘they had refused to perform. This travesty of law
might be possible in a sav:;%? country, but it was a method
of vindictive barbarism which ought to be impossible in apy
square foot of soil over which the British flag fies.

And all this haBl been done in the sacred mame of law.
But the laws of South Africa specially devised for the ex-
termination of Indian settlers and immigrants wera not such
laws as a free nation would enact for the preservation of
life, property, and order. The very legality of such laws
was the culmination of injustice. It was to the enactment
of laws of this kind that the people of India stmnély ob-
jected, and sought the intervention of the Imperial Govern-
ment to procure their repeal or modification. To théir re-
peated a%peals and entreaties towards that end, that Gov-
‘ernment had in recent years replied that it was helpless to
intervene because South Africa was o self-governing Colony,
although it had often admitted the injustice of the laws,
and the oppression %reely exercised under their tﬁemtlon.
TUnder this plea the Seople of India were denied that pro-
tection which they had a right to demand from their Govern-
ment, let alone a British Colony which derived its power
from the British, and depended for its very existence on her

-naval and military protection. - If in a foreign country any
British subject was subjected to injustice,~the Imperial Gov-
ernment was bound to interfere and secure redress, how,

then, could it be argued that in the cnse of one of its own
Colonies, which persistently maltreated the loyal and help-
less subjects of a far more important ?nrt of i1ts dominions,
the Crown was powerless tc intervene

‘When self-governmant was conferred on South Africa, it
was well known that even when the authorities there had
limited and controlled powers of administration, thg had
adopted every means to ogpress and dls%race the Britirh
Indian settlers. In fact, by repeated solemn pledges the
Imperial Government at that, verf time was under obligation
to ameliorate their condition. It eonld mot be contended
that, in transferring the administration to the Colony, Gov-
ernment deliberately avoided the obligation, leaving their
Indisn subjects to be trampled upon. In the discussiona in
Parlinment & distinct assurance was given that the Crown's
veto was reserved and avould be freely exercised in regard to
any measures which were unjust or oppressive towsrds its
Ingian subjects.. That clearly showed that the self-govern-
imi with the authority of the Crown

t conferred was limited
T o it was the view held both in India and here

- reserved. That was the view 0 }
and as recently as last Friday **The Times,”’ which could no
be nccused of want-of indulgence towards the South African
administration, expounded this view in the following words:
s . . in these questions of broad Imperial ¢concern its
(i.e.,the Imperial Governraent’s) position is peculiar and its
responsibility great. Small as its powers may be, it is . the
only Government which can waigh contending opinions and
hold the balance between conflicting interests. Any imea-
sure, therefore, which may involve such interests should
‘have its earnest -nttention in every clause; for though its
power is in practice only advisory and diplomatie, it will
geldom, if it uses its influence wisely, use it without effect.
There 18 no question, wwe fear, that in this matter the Im-
perial Government did not en;ixloy the requisite care. It did
not see that, before thé Royal Assent was given to thie Im-
migration Law, jts provisions had been qguptely exam-
ined; nor, having -neglected this first duty, did it make any
adequate effort to avert the danger of which it was fre-
quently warned. It has now to repair- the evil thus per-
mitted to grow, and it ¢an do sc only in one way—by press-
ing, as soon as order is restored, for a full investigation into
the grievances of the Natal Ind‘lqns both before and during
" the strike. Lord Hardinge's imsistence upon this necessity
was in no respect too strong. It will not, we are sure, be
resisted by General Botha’s Government or by South African
_ppim(;:]q, in genersl, if proper steps are taken to show that it
is real.

_ THE DEMANDS OF THE DEPUTATION.
The deputation would sontend thal i wes vwne Impeniai

Government’s duty to mediate at this orltical moment. On
it, and it alono msiefin the reagonsibility for safeguarding
the 4 o osts of Indis throughow th:hliﬂmpul-eﬁl:ngbug tif:;-
LM A ! U, o .
bid it should renoutill? ::'n f?f tll:;t m:r:?ng’s “Times'' it

From a_Capetown am Times'”, it

Y nist Congress the president, ©

%gen?.:gd SgJ::ttathgl:le asl!rueg his party to do pothing which
? ificalt for the local Government to

'g:;l;l t:l :l:;rolaiezlt:rt?ons which would, no doubt, be made by

i t
. ' ial G met on a matter which concerned mo
'gﬁylgoptl?ﬁahfr?c?,%ut the whole Empire. The suggestion

was accepted, and unmistakabl idi i

that responsible ‘men on t.l?e zpz?dl?cﬁeedw“ e therchy
Government to ltnfdlate. Théem_lmperial Government waa the
h T ess grave differences between th

tions of British subjects, and to that end it w:a reessgt:c?fm

:323‘:5“1_ that th§ following immedinte measures should be

no]{v- ;[‘lnh% r{:l;xfse'of the pasgive resisters and strikera.

. . 2. The amendment of the Im:ﬁ' ti
t!:eh racial bar, the refusal of dtl)gm?cii?:ryaizr e?iﬁ?:ge
:g i;s.;t :ll:g mlie’ repea]d of legislation which offends
ofnlndia. gious and marital status of the people

4. The institution of a thorough inquiry int }
E};lil;;l_mllt mstin% on tl;otg pn%-ties,q tlg Ingi:n}ma;ea
oni or recent even triby i
Indian :"epresentatioi:. » Y & tribunal with adequate.

5. The adoption ultimnteiv of such measures by t
Crown as shall secure to British Indinns throughouyt thg
Empire, the rights of eitizenship, which have been guar-
anteed to them by the solemn pledges of the Crown.

. These were claims which the people of Indin had a cl
right to submit to the Crown as its loyal subjects, a?nde ?I:;
deputation trusted that they would have the serious and
immediate consideration of its responsible Ministers.

AR. B. DUBE.

Mr. Bhugwandin Dube said the deputation
claimed that the rights of citizenship ofphisnl\lniesby 8 Indian
subjects in the Colounies of the British Empire hpd beon
assured to them over and over again. He would like to cull
attention to the pronouncements of n fow lending_British
statesmen on the subject. 'The late Mnrquis of Salisbury, in
Evhr%:::urse of a dispatch to the Government-of India in 1875,

. *“*‘Above all things we must confidently expect ns an indis-
ensable condition .of the Sroposcd arrangementa that the
olonial Iaws and their administration will be such that

Indian ssttlers who have completed their terms of servico to

which they agreed as the return for the expenso of bringin

them to the Colonies will be in all respects froe men wi

g{mleges no whit inferior to those of any other class of hor
ajesty’s subjects resident in the Colonies,"

Again, Mr. Joseph Chawberlain, who iz held in high
esteem i)y members of all pnrties‘ in the Empire, in gu
address to the Premiers of the Solf-governing Colonies in
1897, as Secretary of State for the Colonies, said:—

““We ask you also to bear in mind the traditicns of the
Empire, which makea no distinction in favour of or ngninat
race or colour; and to exclude, Ilt).ly reason of their colour or
by reason of their race, all her Majesty's Indian subjeots or
even oll Asiatics, would be an net so offensive to those poo-
Bles that it would be moat painfpl, I am quite certain, to

er Majesty to have to sanction it. The United Kingdom
owns as its brlg}lntegt and groatest dependency that enor-
mous Empire of India, with 800,000,000 of subjects who are
a8 loyal to the Crown aa you are yourselves, and nmong
them there are hundreds and thousands of men who nre
every whit as civilised ns wo are oursclves, who are, if thot
is anything, better born, in the senso that thoy havo older
traditions and oler families, who nre 'men of wealth, men
of ocultivation, men of distinguished valour, men who have
t brought whole armies and placed them at the servive of tho
Queen, and have in times of great dificulty and trouble
saved the Empire, by their loyalty. I say, you, who have
seen all this, cannot be willing to put upon thoso men a
slight which i think is absolutely unnecessary for your pur-
ose, and which would be calculated to provoko ili-fecling,
iscontent, irritation, and would be most unpatatable to the
feelings of her Majesty the Queen and of all hor people.”

THE INDIAN CASE.

The Indian case was ?ut olearly in recent times by Colonal
ely, now Scoretary of State for War. Speaking from his
lace in the House of Commons,,as Under-Secretary for the
olonies, on July 31, 1908, he said:—

“If persons are ndmitted sinto British Colonies) thoy munst
be given civil rights. Free' or ‘Not at all’ scoms to me the
sound principle for the Britisk Empire . . . if any one
in admitted under the British flag he must be o otontial
ciﬁizo?x, and mus%tsooner ?t later,t hi; gutroon ogu:g 1: ta :::fl':lf
all other men, was a strong thing to ask thai an
jeat of the King should be deprived of his living an sent
abont his busihess through no fault of his own."”

There could be no question that to their fallow-countrymen
in South Africa and in the British Colonies belong the
ordinary rights of a British citizen by virtue of their birth
under r{he constitution of the British Empire, But these
rights had been unjustly denied to them by the Governors
ofg the British Colonies, The Indian peopls would have boon
false to their ancient and noble civilisation, unworthy de-
scendants of the Imperial races of Indm_,_unﬂt, to value tnd
to share in the great and glorious traditiona of liberty en q

3. The abélition of the pall-tax. : -

mspoct%:lly

justice of the British Empire, if they had not resented—80¢
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rasented boldy—the infringement of their birthrights.
did not ig:uo{e the difficuities whick faced his thiﬁl
Government on this mbl“ect.- It was hoecanse their leader
in Bouth Africa, Mr. M. K. Gandhi, fullir
thore wis no domand at present for ful
citinenship. They all helieved and trust that sooner or later
——nponer rather than later—the present unbrotherly feelings
and opinions and treatment of their European fellow-subjects
in thé British Colonien would change in favour of the
dions, and that their rights would be obtained without hav-
ing to mako any demand for them. But the Union Govern-
mant, instend of lensening the rigonr of the laws and regula-
tions humiliating to the Indians, has matenallf increased
and intennificd it. Hy the Immigration At of 1913 the right
of rosidence in Natal of their countrymen who had been 1n-
dentured nfter 1495, and their children born in Natal, was
takon -away. In apite of the ruvmqn_t of the £3 tax they’
could nover nequire the right o domicile no matter how long
they lived there. That change would materially affect thou-
wanda of persons. Again, the statuto right of Bouth Af-
rican-born Indinns to enter the Capo had also heen taken
awny. Under Section 4 of the Cape Colony Act No. 30 of
1004 every person horn in Smuth ‘Africs could not be a pro-
hihited immigrant in the Cape Provinee, but now it was not '
wo. The racial bar in_the legialation of the Union Govern-
mont was still rotained. The £3 tax, which was now meant
to coorce tho workera into the slavish system of lahour, still
remuined, in spite of what wns in substance the promise of |
the Ministers of the Union Government to repeal it.
Without any fenr of contradiction, ho might say that,
oxcopt for o fow Ministers in South Africa and a few capital-
juls who were blinded by sclf-interest, oll persoms in the
British Empire wore now ngreed that the monstrous tax
ought to be abolished without delay. ‘

THE MARRIAGE QUESTION.

There were several minor grievances which could be men-
tioned in detail hore, but to muke matters worse—to add
inwult to injury—-the recent docision of the Supreme Court !
of Natnl had ruled that tho sole wife of an Indian who was
entitled to reside within the Union conld not join her hus-
band mnd live with him simply because she was married a

ot

theugh we need hot adopt as proved facts every statement which
has appeared in the Press, yet it is evident that grounds exist

; for most serious disquiet, and there also exists material for close

"““'fglu:_f; t:b:;" inguiry both into the occurrences themselves and to the canses

which have led up to them. As it happens, I have enjoyed
opportanities of stadying this question which, I think, may be
regarded as unique. As Secretary of State for the Colonies
for some years, and since then as Secretary of State for India,
I have been deeply interested in this question. I have discuased
the question personally and at length with the Sooth African
Ministers specially responsible—with General Botha, with
General Smuts, and with the late Mr. Fischer. I have also
discuneed it at length with representatives of Indian opinion,
with Mr. Gandhi, Ms. Polak, and last, but not least, with Mr.
Gokhale, whoss passage to Scuth Africa I have only encouraged
in the hope that it might lead to a permanent settlement there.
I need not dilate on the character of the Indian, spokesmen
further thau to say that I have always recognised in Mr. Gokhale
a man of high ideals and of & single-minded devotion f{o the
interests of his fellow.countrymen in South Africa. 1 sheald
like to say this to this deputation as to South African Ministers,
I believe that they are honestly anxious themselves to deal out
fair terms to the Indisn population in South Africa, and to see’
that the laws are humanely administered, but I am bound to
say that they are often hampered by the existence in S.uth
Africa of a public opinion which is less enlightened than their
own, and by a degree of racial prejudice from which as in-
dividuals they are themselves largely free. :

THE MAIN CLAIM.

T think we shall be able to see directly the bearing of this
particular fact on the position of affairs in South Africa. In
the first place it is genetally conceded that.South Africa can.
claim to restrict the immigration into its dominion, that is to
say, that if there had been no Indians there at all now, South
Africa might have declined to admit any. But from fhis con:

c-

cording to the rites of the Moslom faith, which permitted
alygnmy. The result was that the wife of a Moslem or B |

?Iin u was not a wife, but merol{ 8 concubine, and her chil-
dren woro illegitimate! Such a law could not poasibly be al
goud and sound one. To sny the least of it, it was outrage- |

cession two reflections arise, In the first place, Africa invited
‘the Indiana thera, and she has profited greatly in two ways,-

and, secondly, by the amount of pioneering trading which in

ous, It reflocted a slur upon the good name of their women ‘the early development of the colonies was done by Indians.

and wns an indireet attack upon their religion. It had pro-!
duced an unprovedented storm of indignation in every family
<in India. It had induced over 200 of their gluntlowomen,
including Mrs. Gandhi, to Erefﬂr to go to gnol under sen-
toneon o impriaonmoni with hnrd lahour rgther than bear
the stigmn cast ulprm them. 'They had never clnimed the
logal recognition of plural wives, although the percentnge of
suoh marringes was only one. What they claimed was no-
thing more than what any civilired system of jurisprudeace
would gllow to thom, He hoped thot their uppeal for anm
immedinte nmendment of thia law would not be in vain. No
ono doplores it more than Mr. Gandhi and his comrades that
they shonld hnve been compelled to resume, that no alterna-
tive should have been left to them but to resume, the passive
resistance struggle. The passive resisters sincerely wished
to oficnd no one, ta injure no one. They had been reli-
giously scrupulous to avoid that. Thoy onfy sought justice
and fnirness, the renronnhbleness of which was ngmitted by
ali thinking and responsible persons, by subjecting only
themaelves to conspicuous acts of personal euffering. Their
countrymen in South Africa had always been too anxious
and willing to sottle the 3uostion peacefully, but no lastin
wottlement or pence eould hbe - nccoptable to the sons an
dovghtors of India which was net peace with honour. He
uppenled to the membeors of his Majesty's Government to
ive them an assurance that the pressing grievances and
hordehipa of their countrymon nns women would be re-
dreased at nn early dato, and that Laws and Regulations of
the Union Government would be administored in the spirit
of justice and fairness, If this could be done, the passive
romstance miovemont would be discontinued. a
that their modorate appenl to the conscience of the British
people would not remain unanswered any longer.

LORD CREWE'S REPLY.

_The Muarquis of Crowe said :—I have listened with close atten-
tion to the obeervations mads by the two speakers on behslf of
this repruenul\t-ivo deputation. I need not sssure you that the
ovents of which you have spoken—events which cover a long
period, ovonh‘whmh prove a ocondition of general disoontent
antong the subjects of His Majesty in South Africa, and which
!mvo now culminated in resjstance to the law, in tumult, and
in act,unl. loza ?! life—theso ovents are » subject of deep concern
10 all His Majosty's Government ; and, of course, in particular,
- to nu:mlf, who, as Secretary of State for India, am finally re-

aponmh.le to Padiament and to the Empire for the well-being
of India and Indians everywhere. As we all koow, India has
been deeply stirred by the reports which have reached her, and

Further, we have to bear in mind that a special claim is estab-'
lished by thesa facts for considerate treatment of the Indians,
a claim which I am afraid we cannot regard as having been
generally recognised in South Africa as a whole. The main
claim all through has been that there should no racial diserimina-
tion against Indians or Asiatics as such, and objection is taken
either to differentiation by the actual enactment of the law or
by administrative order, or—and this may be noted—by pub-
lished official statements of any kind. Note the bearing of this
fundamental contention on the argument which has been mainly
relied on by South Africa through the whole of this controversy
and difficulty. The argument is that although the laws are in
terms restrictive because South African opinion insisted on
having them so, yet their operation has been so easily conducted

that no practical grievances exiat. . That is the argument which

has been used. On that it has first to be remarked that besides
practical grievances there are snch things as moral grievanced
which cannot be left altogether out of sight. -Even taking the
best of practical grievances, and regargﬁxg that as the resson-
able subject of complaint, though I am quite certain' the South
African Ministers themselves have desired that the administra-
tion of the law should not be unduly burdensome to individaals,
can it be said that this wish has always been carried out? The
lawe are necesearily administered by a yumber of different
officials, of all grades—some of these officials may be stopid, and
bound up with red tape and the literal interpretation of the law.
Others, again, may be 6o affected by racial prejudice that they
do not wish that the burden of the law may be lightly borne.
So '.t.hat., surely, it is & dangerous thing to depend, as South
Africa ecems to have done, on rational aud sympathetic adminis-
tration of the law to protect individuals from the operations of

asvers enactmente in soch circumstances ax actoall PP
South African Union, _ ) y exist in the

rfmm AND- SPECIAL INSTANCES.

Now, take some of the quite familiar and g cial i o

N pecial instances
which have been t_ouched upon in the two speeches which we have
hau:d. Now, it is not claimed by the Indian population in
Africa that Scuth Africa ought to legalise polygamy, but, on the

other hand, the communities that practise pol sure),
mand veasonable consideration. .And can iﬂzgf?i)r{y uidyt.lf:f:

in individual cases this considerstion has always been. accorded ?

v

! first, by the skilfu! lhbour of the indenturod lahanranein-Nataly
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Well, then, it is apparently recognized by Indians in South
Africo—ond this, again, we have heard mensioned in Mr. Dubé's
speach~~that they cannot enjoy unrestricted movement from
.Province to Province. Again we adk if the regulations which
restrict that movement have been modified as far as possible,
and has care been taken to avoid the withdrawal of powers which
*have existed in the past for poor members of the Indian com-
munity? Then we come to the most noticeable instamces of
any, and to the cause of the recent events of which we have been
reading. What has been the history of the £3 tax in Natal,
and ‘the various questions of domicile which have been attached
to'that tax? Well, there is a regrettable obscurity as to ‘what
really occurred when the matter was last before the Union Parlia-
ment. Was it the fact that the Union Government were willing
to drop the tax, but that it was maintained in deference to the
views of the Natal membere! That, I understand, is disputed.

. How far was the abolition of the tax even actually forstold or
_ promised ?

There, again, there seems to be a difference of
opinion as to what actually occurred? I can only say that it

* ~-must be o great misfortune if the Indians in South Africa con-

% pider themselves to have been in any way played with in a
matter of such weight and importance ns this. This impost
"does not bring in a large revenue; it does not, so far as we can
see, seem to serve any useful purpose, and a large body of public
opinion in South Africa scoms to regard it in the manner which
I have just indicatod, and yet it has become the main source of
thefo recent difficulties. Rioting and loas of life have followed
from it, and what is perhaps in some ways even more serious

" gtill, the prospect of long feud and the embitterment of relations
for the future. - .

THE NEED FOR INVESTIGATION ADMITTED.

..~ A number of persons have been punished for breeches of the
law, some with sentences of considerable severity, but what haa
doubtlesa romsed more public feeling in India was the repeated
allegations of permnai ill-treatment by flogging and im other

Now, theee statements which have been circulated de-

mand inquiry, and I am glad to see that Ganaral Smuta has gone

I need not say that His
Majesty's Government will accept, and in my view everybody
ought to accept, categorical statements regarding the conduct
of their officers made by responsible Ministers such as General
Smuts and hisrcolleagunes, but it appears to me that it is to the
charges of illegal, or what one may describe ns extra legal

* violence, that particular inquiry ought to be made. It is alto-

gother wrong and purposeless for anybedy to adopt o tone of

menace towards South Afrien. But I believe that the Govern-
ment there will agree that if South African repute and “the
polidarity of the Empire were to be sustained by instituting &
form of inguiry which was not solely official, no sentiment either
of national or of personal amour propre cught to stand in the
way of auch an investigation.  And I add that sucth an in-
vestigation to be fruitful ought to be directed not only inte the
particular circurmstances of the Jast fow days, but into the sub-
stance of the complaints which ave the couse of the restless state
of the Indian population of South Afriecn, I can assure yom,
in conclusion, that not only we at this Office, but His Majesty's
Government as a whole, will continue to give unremitting atten-
tion to this weighty subject, and it is due, I think, to my col-
league, Mr, Harcoort, and to his ataff at the Colonial Office to
state my conviction that though he and they may participate
less than we do in the actual Indian point of view, yet they are
none the less anxious that complete justice should be done to
these Indian immigrants into South Africa whom circumstances
have placed under the special care of their department. That,

I think,.is all I have to say to you this afternoon. I need only

assure you once more that I fully recognise both the important

charagter of your deputation and the supreme importance of the
subject wpon which you have come to speak.

THE RIGHT OF ENTRY.

" Sir Mamcherjoa Bhownaggree thanked Lord Crewe for his
statement, and for its sympathetic tone. In order that there

- might be no misapprehension on the subject he would repeat the

improssion that he had gathered from his lordship’s spooch.
He understood that there was to be an inquiry, not enly into

" recant events, but into the general question of the grievances

from which those events arose, and that.the interests of India
in the course of such an inquiry would be duly represented by
an adequate Indian representation. There was one remark in
his lordship’s speech to which he desired to draw attention. He
had said that it was simply because Indinns had gone in large
numbers before-all theso quesstions arose originally, and because

they had been the means of building up some of the prosperi

of some of the South African 'Coloniio—pthat it was onfy or trllng
account that their residence there could be tolerated, but that
if thay ha_d nob gone there when they did it was competent for
Sonth Afﬂca to prohibit the entire immigration. He (Sir
Mancha_r_;ee) respectfully submitted that to that view the Indien
po;‘:tfhhon would certainly demur, bocause as citizens of the
Bnt.u_h Empire, as loyal subjects of the Crown, they claimed
the right of entry into all parta of his Majesty’s dominions.

! If the deputation did not make that clear they would be accused

‘.by the people of India generally of not having represented their
view, and a strong view it was that they entertained on the
subject.  They further understood, and were pleased to learn,
that at all events an inquiry in which Indian interesta would be
duly represented, was promised. If he had read recent tele.
grams aright it would seem that Genoral Smuts had ceased to
inquire and was simply refusing now to interfers at alls With
Tespect Lo the high standing of men like General Botha, General
Smuts, and their colleagues, he submitted that if any laws
affecting the Indians were objectionabls, it was natoral that
subordinates should wse the greatest freedom in the oporation of
thoso laws.  Therefore, any wuch inquiry would be ouly an.
sided ; at loast it would not be a judicial inquiry, He entreated
Lord Crewe to use his great influcnce with his colleagues of the
Imperial Government, and to support the demand which Lord
Hardinge had mada that an impartial inquiry which should have
the confidence of the world at large shonld be instituted both
with regard to recent events and to the whole field of gricvances
Pom which thess events had arisen,

A FURTHER STATEMENT BY LORD CREWE.

Lord Crewe in veply said : I must deal ot once and shortly
with the two points which have been maintained. In the firal
place, with regard to tha gencral access of the subjocts of His
Majesty to all parts of the Empire, what I said with regard to
the part played by the Indians of Soutly Africa in building up
the industrics and activities of South Africa in the past was
simply observed with. the purpose of emphasising the claim
which they thereby poasessed upen the British and Dutch in-
hobitants of the Union. I had cortainly no desite Lo engare
in any argument on the abstract queation of tho accoas of il
the King's subjecis to any part of tho Empire. Certainly I
for one should never quarrel with any Indinn whe claimed that
right or who considered that he or she ought to be freely
admitted to all parts of the Empire. But as yom gontlemon

.who are well instructed both in history and politics are aware,

various communities within the Empire hold strong views which
tand to modify that right of freo accees, Un the socond nnd
more important queation of an inyuiry inte Bouth African evonta,
and of the form which it onght to tako, I ought to state that I

-bave not yot had the opportunity of discussing this question with.

my oolleagues in the Government. In atating my conviction
that some form of inquiry not purely official would bo desirable
in order to satisfy public opinion, I wna exprossing my own
view, although I have no reason to suppoac that it is not gonor-
ally held. The objoct, of course, of any inquiry is to get nt
the actual facts; it is more for that purpose that an inquiry is
held than in order to satiafy the rights or claima of any particular
person or sot of persons, and if you ask me without prejudice
as to whether I think that the Government of South Africo
would agree to the holding of an inquiry bofore o tribunal partly
composed of Indinn residents in Bouth Africa, I muat frankly

tell you I do not believe they would.

Sir Mancherjee Bhownaggroee : Might it bo suggostod thot
thera should be Indians on the inquiry nominated by the Indian
Government through the Imperial Government?

Lord Crewe ; As I said, tho objeat is that all the facts should
bo brought out in & manner which antisfica tho public both here
and in India and oleewhers that they really have been brought
out. If thal is done; the actual machinery is suroly of loss
importance than the fact that the truth is clearly brought out.
That was the only point on which I had to make a amall corroc-
tion. I thank you very much for the kind words you have sid
with regard to my reception of the deputation.

The members of the deputation then withdrew. -

NS00z
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/Minister’s Reply to the Leaderé‘

The following is the reply ol Mr, Smuts to Messrs.
Gandbi, Kallenbach, and Polak’s, letter of DPecember
amt;— . -

“ Department of the Interior, Pretoria, December 24th.

Gentlemen,—Your letter, which is dated the zist
instant and inv%ediately communicated by you to the
Press, has only to-day reached the Department of the
Interior, anG *been seen by the Minister. I am in.
structed to reply at-once that the Minister is unable to
accept the conditions on which you propose to give
evidence before the Commission appointed by the
Government, and to suspend passive resistance pending
the Commission’s finding, particularly the condition
which involves the appointment of additional members
to the Commission in the interests of the Indian com-
munity. The Commission was intended to be impartial
and judicial in character, and in constituting it the
Government consultcd neither the Iadian community
nor the coal-owners and Sugar Planters’ Association of
Natal, nor could the Government lor 8 moment, follow-
ing the course you propose. give colour to the un-
warrinted reflections you make on two of the Com-
missiovers appointed. The course you propose to
ursue is noted and deeply regretted, not the least so
in the interests of the Indian community which cannot
but be profoundly affected by the lawless character of
your procedure, and the gratuitous infliction of grace

sufferings on the innocent, both white and Indian, and.
the consrquent exasperation of public opinion through-
out the Union.
(Signed) H. B. Suawz,
Acting Secretary for the Interior.” .~
' rd

From the Editor’s Chair

hOOOOOOOOO_OOOOOOOOOOOOOO(@OOOOOOO(
THE OUTLOOK T

Wit the Indiaa situation changes hourly and when
most delicate negotiations are said ta be going on, the
most prudent course for responsible journalists would
be, not, as Lord Curzon onca putit, o have aa intelli-
gent anticipation of cvents, but to observe the strictest
silence, We are glad, however, to be able to say that
the so-called ultimatum, as the joint letter of Messrs.
Kulleobach, Polak and Gandhi has been described, is
now being gradually considered on its merits. The
press statement issued by Mr. Gandhi soon after the
sending of the joint letter, went a long way towards
* casing the situation. The postponement of the con-
templated march is at once an indication that some-
thing is brewiog and of the spirit of cunciliatiog that
has, we say, without lear of challenge, been a most
marked feature in the struggle which has now assumed
world-wide importance. Time thus gained js being
tilised for informing public opinion and for marshall:
ing our resources. There is nothing like being prepared
tor the worst and hoping for the best. :

It has been suggested, in some quarters, that those
who are guiding the struggle are recklessly misleading
poor 1ndians to their destruction. It is a preposterous
charge. The fact that thousands of Indians have under-
gone untold suffering shows that they were not going
along a course they did not know. It is contrary to
expertence to find men, women and children under-
going suﬂen_ng at the bidding of reckless advisers
A« the special correspondent of the London Da:'{;t
Marl h.'.u put it, these people must have been fired by
what might almnst be desctibed as a religious spirit,
and 80 it is. The struggte is g religious one, The
poorest Indian realises that his and his country’s hon-
Our are at stake. India's Co-opertion points in the
same dlrecnon‘. Let us hope, then, that the Union
Government will not ight heartedly and indifferently

*

-mission.

treat the question but that they will realise its import-
ance and deal with the probiem in a wise, just aod
statesmanlike manner.

THE COMMISSION - S
Wk publish elsewhere in this issue an advertisement _
received from the Goveroment in regard to the Com-
But, though we publish this advertisement
as we have published all advertisements dealing with
public matters, we in po way associate ourselves with
it at the present time. So far as we are concerned, the
Commission is non-existent unless and uotil it is granted
in accordance with the requests of the Indian com-
munity, ' . .

The Commission

Sir William Solomon is, of course, an ideal chairman
(says the East London Dispafck), but why Mr. Esselen
and why Colonel Wylie ? It would have been far wiser
to have chosen a less ardent supporter of the Govern-
ment than Mr, Esselen is, and it would have been
better to have had no Natalian on the Commission at
all. The Government has bungled the business badly.
In the first place it should have done as it ooce in-
tended, and remitted the tax instead of listening to a
tew Natal supporters and waiting to see what would
bappen. Then, when, as a consequence of the troubles
which followed on inaction, it was driven to appoint _
a Conimission, the personnel should have been so
chosen as to leave o openings for further agitation.

Letter from Mr. Gandhi

- Writing on the 23rd instant to the Nata/ Mereury,

Mr. Gandhi says :— : -
I venture to suggest that, in your editorial this mom-
ing oa the resolutions passed at the mass meeting on
Sunday, and upon the letter addressed to the Govern- -
ment by my colléagues and myself, you have taken up
an attitude that is hardly calculated to serve the Empire.
You see the mota in our eye, but you miss the beam.
in that of the Government. I do not admit that the
tone adopted by the speakers at the tiass meeting was -
aggressive or offensive unless the mere assertion of
rights be so considered. In my bumble opinipn, the -
Government not oaly refuse to do justice, to which'you.
consider we are entitled, but the manner of denying it .
is also offensive and contemptuous in the highest de-
gree, Take the inspired telegram published this morn-
ing. According to it, the Commission has been ap- .
pointed, not to conciliate us—we are beneath notice—.
but to conciliate the Imperial and Indian Governments. .
We are accused of being tools in the hands of the
India extremists, and of nursing a fictitious agitation. . |
Do you think that, if you were in our place, you would,
under any circumstances whatever, take advantage of
a seemingly relieving measure? I submit that if we
have a grain of selt-respect left in us, it is impossible
for us, after learning the view of the Government—ii
the telegram does represent it—to recede an inch from .
the position which we have taken up. Peace for us is -
Unattainable until we dislodge the Government from
the attitude of contemptvous disregard of our senti- :

B ments.

In asking us to revise our prayer, you are askingusto -
surrender a priucipal, namely, that of the right to be
consulted in matters vitally affecting us, the very thing
for which we bave been- fighting, and now dying; -
wheteas tht Govemment, if they granted our prayer,
would be only giving what we are entitled to, and what
wou‘l‘;i justify them in the -estimation of the civilised-
world. - ) - ’
You say that by its present ‘attitude the Indian -
community is alienating the sympathy of its ‘Sonth .
Alrican friends, This warning has been giver to the
community 0o waoy an occasion, and yet the truth of
Its cause has each time succeeded, not only in retaining, -
bat in increasing it.- It may be that we might, this
ume, have relied once too often upon its retention. -
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1t 50, X should bé very sorry. I value that sympathy,
but I wvalue the cause more..and if, in prosecuting it,
we must forfeit the former; we must be content lor the
.time being, and believe in the ultimate triumph of truth,
which iz on our side, -

- Rand- Newspaper's Views,
The Rand Daily Ma! says, in Yeference to the

- latest: Indiah demandst * Althotigh we sre perfectly

ghtisfied that the Indian Commission appointed by the
Government will bring up 4 thoroughly impartial report

upott the troibls im Natal, we are not inclined to op-

pose Mr, Gandhi’s tequest ty add to it Sir James Rose
Iooes and the Hon Mr, W. P, Schreinér. It is pos-
sible that if the Government gave way upon this point
(it would be said that the concéssien #as a sign of

. weakness. Our own inclination would be to regard it

" as wvidence of confidence in the Government's case, for

v

_the Mibistry would adopt the attitude that it was guite
* prepared to submit its actions to the teview of the men
suggested by ithose who have brought the charges
agaipst it,- The main consideration is to secure an in-
" vastigation satisfactory to all the parties ¢oorerned. If
- the inolusion of Sit J.- Rose Innes and Mr. W, P.
Schreiner, two eminent lawyers, would give mote con-

fidente, not only to the Indians in Soulh Africs, but to .
thé people of India, wé ses nb good reasoa why thay.

should not be placed upon the Commission, We
should certainly ptefer to find them upod the Commis.
_sion rather than, say, the nominee of the Government
ot India, as has been ptoposed in some quarters. A
unanimous report from Sir William Solomon, Mr.
‘Esselen, Col. T. S. Wylie, Sit James Rose-lones, aad
, M¥, W. P, Schreinat would catry gteat weight, hot only

*in South Africa, but in’ England and Ihdia ad well,

_Motebvet, the Imperiul aspect of the dispute is o ex-
tremaly important that the Union Government would
be justified in going as far as it possibly can in order

. to ghow Indin that its attitude is sict unsympathetic, -

*J.'Mr..Gandhi- Interviewed "

. .Mr. Gandhi, interviewed by Reutet's on the subject

. trying to takeé advantage.

the teply received from the Government, ssid that
theéra seemed in it a tohe of conciliation of which he was
He wouid not state anything
“beyond Baying that he had placed himself in private

" communication with thé Government, but he thought

that a way éut of the deadlock was possible, and that
. witbout any loss of prestige or diguity the Governnent

. could tespoad to the earnest prayer of the Indian com-

. munity fot represuntation of itd intérests. Thé Govern-

-

_ment's declaration that it, at xby rate, did not iintend the
Commission to beat & partisan character, was a hope-
*ful sign. . o : ;

Mr. Gandhi addéd' that he wanted to hasure the
Europeany in South Africa that be felt fust as muck for.

Eutopeand as' fot hi¥ own countrymen regardiog suffer-

ings to be undergohe by them both, in a struggle of

. this gigantic nature, and that tealising fully his stnse

. avoid

.

of Yesponsibility, he would ledve ho stone unturaed to

avoid a tevival ol pussive resistante, He claimed to’

rank amongst the staunchest loyalists,” alike to the
‘Lmpetia] Governinent aé to the Union Goverainent,
antr his loyalty being rather to the Constitutien thaa
to the persons, was tinaffected by acts of Goverbment,
_however harsh hie might consider them tb be.  He,
therufore, begged -the citizens of Snouth Alrica % be-
lieve him in his declaration that he would leave nothing
short ol compromisihg his own conscience undone to
a recrudescence of sufferings. On his release
from itaprigonment he way deeply pained to learnithat
“employers on the toksky fot- sothe 6f whofn he edter:
. taitied high tegard, had td suler losses. He valy hoped
thit tHe Gowverbment would appreciate the private
cofuitupicitiol Whith he bad mide; #nd that the
Edtbesh pablic woitld 18a@ theik suppoft, évén though
ix raighit B8 od trubt - _

S

~

Another Interview
The Natal Mercury has the tollowing in its issue of
the goth December :—

nterviewed by our rapresentative yesterday moming,

Mr. Gaodhi was asked as to the bear)itn“g of ll,"ne Indm[:\
National Congress on the South Atrican question,
“The effect ol the Indiaa Congress tesolutions
which we have reccived, ” said Mr. Gazdhi, * centainly
strengthens our position, becauss the Mnpress has
given its powarlul and uhanimous supporr, &nd it has
_expressed entire approval of our prayer that Indian
interests should be represented on the Commission,
I can therefore only hope that, what with the Cong-
‘ress's support, and what with the effors that are being
- mads by influential European friends to-day, to induce
the Government to toncedes bur prayer—which has
been hatled by the whole South African Press us being
just in itself~—that this prayer will be granted by the -
Government.
.« ¥ Unless we have a satisfactory reply in relerence to
our prayer, it will not bé possible for us to talle any
" part in the Commissica ; but Just hovw, 8t the request
of iriends who have intervened, and in view of the fact
.that I am wtill in telegraphic communication with the
Government, we have decided not to proceed with the
contemplated march to Pretorla on Jan. 1, but that
we shall wait uatil we koow that we have lelt no stont
amturned to arrive at an honourzble settlement, and
that there is no hope ui such a sattlement being con-
cluded. For the present, the merch is coly suspended ;
but sl the evidence I am receiving ddy by day forces
the gravity ol the situation ou my attention. I see
poor men are ilready making preparations, and people
who go.-and tell them that the march is not to be
proceeded with on Jan. 1 are not ¢ven believed. I am
therefora endeavouting to-Citculate a tesflet signed by
myssll inlorming cveryone that we are suspending the
mauch for the time being.”

Asked it it was intended to call out thr Indians on
sttike again on Jenuary rst Mr. Ganodhi said: “We
are not c+lling out the men on January 1st. But,” he
added, *we shall leave ho wtohe unturped 10 briog
about a atrike, only with a view to bringibg about im-
prisonment, aod nothing else, if dll the endeavours wa
are making for a settlement with the Government come
to naught. I am hoping thav the contemplatad march
will not be necessary, and there are reasons for my
thinking that it may not be; but the commnuoications
.that are in my possession are ol such a delicats nature
that it is not possible for mo to say anything furthee
at this stage.” -

Mr. Gandhi proceeded to say that he was pained
deeply that the indigoation of the Indians was
aggravated by the stories of distress by the passive
resisters - released from gaol. He proceeded to
detail allegations of “brutal and barbarous treats
.ment” in Durbao Gaol—that assaults were commit--
ted by pstiva warders on passive resisters, that com-

 plaints were unheeded, and that many of the prisogers
were suffering from dysentery, It was aleo aileged Lhat
they were given unwashed prison clothing to wear,
| were denied the use nf books, and were chaffed by re-
! sponsible officers.  Prisoners wero stated to have been
even bathed in sheep-dip alter taking their bath ; while
! allegations wers made that many prisoners had to
J hunger-strike before their religious susceptibilities were -
' respected.  All these allegations Mr, Gandhi was
reducing to affidavils, to be seat to the Government
for investigation.

Il

" South Africa, in ac editorial on the Viceroy's
speech, says ‘“‘there are six million natives in the sub-
continent who can with dfficulty be kept from spitting
upon the Indians whenever the two races meet, and
who have always been ready to * wet their assegais , 10
Asiatic blood. What would those natives think il
General Both: were to knuckle down to the lodian
demands and place this immigrant coloured race on
peddistol 10 which it is not eatitled ? : :
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Indian National Congress

London, December 26.—Reuter's correspondent at
Karach! telegraphs that the annuwal Indian National
Congress opened there to-day, and was largely atteaded.
The notable absentecs were Mr. Gokhale and Mr,
Surendranath  Bunerjee, the foimer's absence being
due to indisposition,

The various speakers vehemently denounced the
trcatment of Indians in South Africa, and claimed that
they were cntitled to equal treatment with Colonials of
European birth, They trusted that the Imperial Gov-
crnment woald realise the position, which daily was
becoming graver, and it was absolutely necessary that a
Koyal Commission should investigate the allegations
made, .

It was also urged that the time was opportune for
the turther employment of Indians in the Indian Public
Service, especnlly in the highe;{gradu. ‘

Nawab Sayed Mahomed, of Madras, was elected pre-
sident of the Congress.

The President’s Address

Londoh Detembar 26th.—Reutird Eortespotident
at KaracHi states thdt Mr,
in welcoming the deligates to the Cotgress, dweit
upbts the podilion in South Alticd. He expréssed his
profound gratitude to Lotd Hardlnge for the attitude
11 Had tnketd on thé guestion,annd edid that the condudet
ol the Uhivt Minlstry it teginvting to tdise even A
little Aingar to femove the disebilities of Indiand whet
the Imimigrants' Regulation Aét wad passed was ens
tirety indetentible and 4 dorty exhibitibt ol tréaknass.

The president {Nawab Bayed Maliomed) iin hiy
address said that the spectucle of & wotld-wide Empire
which was powericss to restrain an irrespofisiblé
Colony was incomprehenpible, and caused dismay in
the Indian mind. It was certaioly derogatoty to the
ligh cHaradtet of British statesmanship. He hdd no
faith 1n the suggested frigi dly tonferences in Ltindof
between tepresemtdtives of South Africd, Indiz, and
England. Indians should igtoté the Union because
South Alricans were convinted that thé South Africah
War was undertaken for the sake of the Indian secttlers
in the Transvaal, aod these had beea the primary
cause of the loss of South Alrica’s independence. He
had more faith in retalistory measures than in cople-
rences and suggested placing an embaigo upon the im-
portance of Natal ¢aal into India, the moral effect of
which would ba very great upon the Indians. —

Congress Resvolutions

London, December 27th— The Indlan Congress
has passed a resolutior protesting against the treat-
ment weted out to the Iudians in South Africa, The
speakers vehemently claimed citizenship of the Empire,
and had a strong beliet in the political tuturs ol India
with a harwonious working together of the various
communities, ,

The proposer of the resolution in his speech said
the Mogul Eniperors saw a vision of a uoited India,
and they ought to realise it under the aegis of British
rule. Hae also voiced ao appeal for the misunderstand.
ings of the past to be forgotten,

London December 28th.— A Reuter telegram {rom
Karachi says that the Indian Congress has passed a
resolution to the effect that people of British domin-
ions which reluse Indians the rights of British citizsns
should be ineligible for apnointments in Todia.

 The Cougress also passed a resolution demanding
the probibition of indentured labour, - :

The Congress (urther decided to send a deputation
to Kugland to urge these aad other resolations,

Support from the Conpress
following cablegtam bas been recsived by e,
d trom the Presidedt of the Indiaa National
- ress, Nawab Sayed Mahomed :—
wealy-cighth Yudilis Natiosal CoBihas; R,

Harehandrai Vishindas, -

discharged.

expresses deep indignation” at ili-treatment Indisw
strikers, Natal, and accords cordial support to yout
request for extension of composition of loquirg com:
mission by addition of two gentlemen enjoying confi-
dence of Indians in South Africa and fervemly trusts
that yoor demand will be satisfied 50 33 to secure full
and impartial enquiry. Endia at your back in your
struggle, heart and soul.” -

o — .
LM . . ) .
“Meéting at Maritzburg
4
Mr. Gandhi, with Messrs. Parsee Rustomjes, Polak,
and R. Govindoo, all receftly released from gadl,
appeared at a meeting of Indians in the City ¢n Batur:
day afterncan, There weré about 7,600 persens pre-
sent, - . ~
Mr. Gandhi, in a speech of noteworthy moderation,
(says the special torrespondeént ol the Natal Mercury)
intimated that negotiation of an impurtant thatactér
were proceeding ini tonaectiod ith the gilevagced of -
the Indians. Indians had, he 3aid,. to await thé finl
issue of the negotistions. He tounselled thern to bé

‘ready, xs" it tnight happed that they would be cafled

upon to join in the march from Dotbati to the Tiand-
vaal to dourt arfest. He did not anticipate that the
march would commence og Jan, 1. It might not talis
piace until Jan. r3:. Aod in the everdt of such & tharch
taking place, they had to make all thé fiecessdry ar:
rangements fot cemthissatiat, which was & mattér of
very great importanceé. He claimed, in the course of *
his spagth; that they were simpiy seeking to obtain the
elementary rights of huthadity and &rdidary justite.
Mr, Rustomjes and Mt Polak aisv sddressed the
gatheriog. o
_ .

Progress. of ?he 'i Strike

Fifteen Indinns indentufed te the La Mércy Estats -
were charged in the First Criminal Court, on the 24th
instant, with refusing to fewern when ordersd to 4o so;
when released ftom prison, whether they had gone in’
conpection with the redent surike; They explined in -
mitigation of their plea ot guilty that they had tetirrred to
their barrdcks ooly to find that ail theit goods had been
turned out. They returned to town Iz & staté of fear,
and laid their complaint before the Protector, who told
them to go back: Previous to the late strike, they. -
averred the bad treatment meted out to the Indians
employed at she estate el seversl to suicide; and, if -
they how_went back, there wpuld be suicides by the’

-

dozen, . .

- Asked why they had done so; the 15 said they were

afraid they would be shot. They were cautioned and

Transvaal Indian Wotnen’s -
‘Association -

Au enthusisstic meeling bf the Transvial Bfilish
Indian Wotnen’s Assdciation Was held st the Stir
Picture Palats, Veededorp; ofi Sitnday afteriooi.
The hall was crowded, about 308 ¥bnigi being prgent,
Mrs, Rama Moodley vrcupied the chair, and explained
the present position, alter congratulating Mésses. Gan- -
dhi, Kalleobich atd Polak on their feléase {romi pitlson.
Shi¢ spoke in strong terms about the Commlission which, .
had been appoiated by the Government. The Govein-
ment, she considered, should bave chosen Commis-
sloners more impartial than Col. Wyllié¢ and Mr.
Esselen, whio werfe known to be antagdnistic tq the
Asiatics. _She suggested that Sir James Rose-Indes
dnd Mr. W, P. Schreiner should be added to the %6&'1—
wmission. &})o_ut'_lso .of the women present offered
theit Services, it they should be quired, £9 go t6 Nata)
sud joio tbe march 10 Pretoria; Four fepresentativis
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of the Tamil Benefit Society were present by invitation
and addressed the meeting. Several women also spoke,
.and it was decided with acclamation that each woman
%resednt should contribute 58, to the Passive Resistance
und, o :
The following resolutions were carried unanimously :
“ This meetiog of the Indian women of the Trans-
vaal coogratulates Messrs. Gandhi, Kallenbach and
Polak upon their release from prison.” '
- % 'This meeting respectiully urges the Govemment

to comply with the request put by the Indian leaders:

in regard to the Commission appointed.” . .

““This meeting places on record that unless the
request put by the leaders be granted; the present pas-
sive resistance struggle will continue to the bitter end.”
'—Lﬂ,’d”r T a '

>

“Worse than Slaves”

- We priot the following from the Pretorta News of
. the 8th instant :— o :
- Sir,—It was with much surprise that I read in your
" leading article of Saturday, the 6th instant, the state-
ment that in British South Africa and more especially
. in Natal the most British Province in the Union, * the
Asiatics were treated much worse than slaves,”
. This I submit is grossly untrue, and a wicked libel
_ upon the employers of such, labour in Natal, and it
_appears to me that io all fairness you should carefully
reconsider this statement, aud withdraw this infamous
charge, or justify it to-your readers in full detail. " -
T - . Iam,ete,
S - S Joun Douvcarr.
- (If Mr. Dougall will reflect a moment he will see
that there is nothing grossly untrue or wickedly libellous
- in our rematk. , Let us consider the indentured
# Coolies.” . i they were slaves, that is to say, if they
were the property af their masters, they would be treated
. .far better than they are 10-day, the greatest care would

* be taken of their hezith and they would be well fed .

" and housed comfottably. One of-the. stroogest argu-
mentg—perhaps the only argument in favour of slavery
; =wasg the fact that it was 8¢ obviously in the interest
- of slave owners to treat their slaves well. Then agaio
2 slave had nlwaya the hope of .obtaining his freedom
, and with it the full privileges of citizenship. The In-
“dians in South Africa have no such hope under laws.—

" Editor, Pretorta News”y = . . .~ '

© " = . News in Brief

.." The charge against Mr."West of harbouring inden-

- tured Indians at Phoenix Settlemeat has been withdrawn.
It appears that the Attorney-Genersl, after secing the
papers, declined to.prosecute.: - .o

" ‘Sixteen Indians, including the Association leaders,
. charged with . public .violence during the month of
November, were brought before Mr. J. Y. Gibson in the
First. Criminal Court on the a4th instant, when the
charge ' agsinst them was withdrawn on instructions

~from the Attomey-General. - . - -

On Monday ‘morﬁing Mr. Budree waq released fiom

-.Durban gaol, and he was met at the gates by several

- of the Indian leaders, Mr. " Budree, like others bad
. _serious complaints to make of rough treatment.
FE - N ,
.The cases against Messra. S, W. Shroff and C. R.
“Naidoo "who were charged with inciting have been
- withdrawn by the Public Prosecutor at Verulam Magis-
-* trate’s Court. o :

[}

. The magisterial inquiry into the deaths of the five
. Iodians killed at the Blackburn and Hillhead affrays

. has been adjourned till January 6th. The bodies have -

been exhumed and an examination made by Dr. Hill
" and Dr. Fisher in the presence of Dr. Nanji, Mr. Ritch

aod Mr. West. - The doctors’ report will be presented,
*  at the resumed inquiry. .

_ An Indian was charged with trespassing on a tram
line on the property of Hamison Bros., Avoca. The ac.
cused said that he was going to catch the train and way
directed by someone to go thatway. Mr. Harrison sud
that he did not know where the man was Boing. He
wished it to be known that his firm strongly objected to
any Indian going on their property, and he made the
somewhat unutual request to Mr. West, who happened
to be present, to make a note of it in [NDIAR Opivioy,
The Magistrate cautioned and discharged the accused

,and warned him not only to reftain from repeating the

offenze himself but alsa to inform others,

At the Conterence ol the Uniun of Ethical Societias
held in London on the 24th November, the following
resolutions were passed :

That this Conterence of the Union ol Ethical Socie.
ties, held on November 2and, 1913, views with the
gravest concern the unjust treatment inflicted upon
Indian subjects of the Crown by the dominant white
races of South Africa, and it urges His Majesty's
Government, and those in authority in South Africa
and in India, to take immediate steps tor securirg the
release from prison of Messrs. Gandhi, Polak, and
Kallenbach, and for the removal of the grievances
under which Indian fellow subjects labour in the
Union of South Africa, :

That this Conference of the Union of Ethical Socie-
ties expresses its sincere sympathy with ita lellow mem-
bers Messrs. Gandhi and Polak, in the imprisonment
which bas been inflicted upon them for championing
the cause of the Indian workers in South Africa, and it
desires to assure them of its complese abhorrence of all
forms ot race hatred and persecution, and records its
earnest desire for their speedy release {rom prison that
their work on behall of the ludian workers may be
continued. )

The following are the names ol the passive resisters
who were sentenced at Volksrust last week ; Measn,
8. Bob Khan, letchymanam, Rathana Moodley,
Armuga Naiker, Armuga Padayachy, M, Moonosamy -
Pather, M, Soopan Moodaley, Jeram Ranchod, L. B,
Naik, Sellapa Naidoo, Rajoo Naidoo, Valoo Pillay,
and Josey,

A meeting of the Maurtion and Colonial-bora Hindu
Society of Port Elizabeth was held at Port Elizabeth.
at which resolutions were passed aimilar in terms to
those passed at the other centres.

“Reginald A. Bennett, in the HWireless Mad, says :—
It will probably come as news the majority of people
not in close touch with British posseasions under
tropic skies that in June. 1914, by order of his Britan.
nic Majesty’'s Government, all indeotured labour is
to cease in every country over which the Union Jack
floats. and no new contracts are to be wade.” We do
not know where the writer got his information.

A Reuter telegram from Singapore says that a
special meeting of planters of the Malay Straits decid-
ed not 10 reduce coolies’ wages, in view of the passibie
serious effect'on Indian recruiting,

Discussing the £3 Indian tax, the Rand Daly Mail
says :—" It is clesr that no settlemeat is possible
whilst the Indians dafy the law, but, if itis true that
the majority of the Natal members of Parliament are
not in favour of the retention of the £3 tax, there may
be a way out of the difficulty, i a \:n:ll-known man,
Mr. Merriman, for example, gave notice to mave on
the day the Union Parliament resumes businesy, .lhnl
the tax should no longer be collected, and the Ministry

announced its intention of accepting such reslution,

a way of settlement might be open. No doubt there
are certain disadvantages to such a step, but lhci
probably there are greater disadvantages to every othe]
suggested solution of the trouble. It seems to us tha
the only alternative to some such action is 2 prolung



Deceunrr 3187, 1913

INDIAN OPINION ’ .

337

ation of the struggle. The matter is one in which the
Natai members should take the lead—Natal imported
the coolics, and Natal imposed the £3 tax. 1t Nawal
now considers that the tax presses with undue harsh-
ness upon the Indiany, it should say so.”

The Nata! Witness ot the a4th instant, publishes,
on the front page, photographs of Mrs. Gandhbi and the
other ladics who were relcascd from ganl on the 22nd
instant. Another group consists of Mr. Gandhi, Mr.
Kallenbach, Mrs. Polak and Mr, Jsaac.

The railway authorities at Jurban station played
what they thought to be & clever trick oo the crowd of
people waiting to reccive Mrs. Gandhi and party from
Maritzburg on the 2znd instant. About five hundred
people had assembled on the arrival pla form, being
inforraed by the Europcan officials that the train wouid
come in there, But this was only a blind, for the train
ran in on the outside platform  Now this was a dan-
gerous thing to do, as there were many women and
children present and, when the crowd rushed out, there
was danger of the weaker ones being knocked down.
An attempl was made to preveat the people from going
on to the outside platfurm, but the crowd, already
irritated at what had occurred, would stand no oon-
scnse, and, with a loud burst of cheering and hooting,
the man at the entrance was swept aside and the people
thronged the. platforn. We hope that the station-
mastor will take a lesson from this incident.

In reply to a deputation which waited upon the
then Attorney-Generalof Natal (Mr. Harry LEscombe)
on the and of Scptember, 1896, in regard o the £3
tax, the latter said: “As regards the Indians being
put in prison fur pol paying, the answer was that the
Indian Government poiot blank refused to aillow the
relusal of a man to go back to India to be treated as
acrime. The money could be got in if the man was
able to earn bis living. 1t he could not earn his living,

hecovidnotpay. . . . . . -l

The Licensing Board for the County of Durban
recently refused a licence to an Indian, the Board
holding that the Licensing Officer was entitled to
hold, imter alia, that the applicant was not able to
keep books himsell in the English langoage. When
the q:estion was raised before, it was decided that,
Emvidcd a sct of books were kept by a competent

ook-keeper in English, the original entries could be
made in the Indian language. This decision is therefore
a :itep further towards the extermination of Indian
trade.

All true lovers of {reedom and justice will appreciate
the tollowing message sent to the assembled thousands
at Bloemfontcin on the occasion of the uoweiling ol
the memorial in honour of the Boer women and child-
ren who dicd in the concentration camps during the
late Boer War :—

“To ex-President Steyn and the people.
weakness I struggled 7,000 miles to unveil your monuy-
ment. At the last stage my body faiied. Oaly in
heart and spirit may 1 be with you today. We can
never meet again. The words I had hoped to spesk
must go to you in print. Accept them from me. In
biddiog you larewell 1 leave you in the lofty com-

panionship of the spirit, but I would fain bave been the .

the fiest to do them honour.  Let this thought prevail,
Paio soon vanishes, even its memory fades.  What en-
dures is the spirit in which it was laced. The spirit of
h_erou: inspiration, manifested by your dead, has lived
with me for thirteen years. You and your children
have its precious possession for all time. It has pene-
. “rated the world at large; therefore your monument
‘ich Mrs. Steyn will unveil on my behalf, is not onl;
th African; it is a world monument, of which all
world's women may proud for they gave
bodies to the Commonwealth, They were free 10
slves, even unto death, hence it followed as night

In great.

{ollowed the day that they were true also to their
men, their country, and their cause, and have enriched
your history. They have ennobled womanhood.
None more deeply than I share with you to-day in ac-
cording all honour to the dead.”

The Chief Justice of Canada bas decided that Io-

" dians can be excluded from Canada ooly for idiocy,

disease, crime, or mendicancy, the same as other
Britishers. It is the intention, says a Reuter's message,
of the Canadian Government to introduce, in mext .
session of the Dominion Parliarent, legislation restrict- .
ing Oriental immigration ioto British Columbia.

Jobannesburg, December 14th, { Mercury Special).—
The Government has made a bumber of grants in the
cases of widows and dependents of persons killed
during the strike dis.urbances, and of innoeent persons
who were injured. Grants bave now been made in
some 12 cases. Some of the amounts are as [ull grants,
and others as instalments. The total amount so [ar
distributed is approximately £2,000. In the majority
of cases the grants are to persons injured.

London, December 14th.—A Reuter telegram from
Washington states that the Pacific Coast Congressmen
tried te induce the House Immigration Committee to
amend the pending Immigration Bill in such a way
that the literary test compelling immigrants to be able
to read and write in some language should not qualify
Asiatics for admission to the United States; but all
their efforts failed. The Bill, as it stands, classifies as
excluded aliens persons unable under the existing law
to become naturalised citizens of the United States,
unless otherwise provided for by existing agreements
regarding passports, or by conventions that may here-
after be concluded.” | =, :

NOTICE - -
_Indian Inquiry Commission

1t is notified for gederal intormation tbat His Excel-
lency the Goveroor-General has been pleased to appoint
a Commission the terms of reference of which are as
follows :— ) . :

(1) to hold forthwith & Public Judicial Enquiry and
to report as soon as possible as to the disturbances
in conpection with the recent strike of Indians in

Natal, the causes and circumstances which led to

that strike and to those disturbances, the amount of

force used in the suppression of the disturbances
and the necessity for the use of such force, and ss
to any acts of violence alleged to have been com-
mitted upon persons sentenced to imprisonment in -

connection with the strike ; and . .

(2) to make recommendations in respect of any of
the above matter,

The Commission proposes to sit in Durban on the
12th, January, 1914, and at other 'pla_ces in Natal on
subsequent dates. Anyone desiring to- give evidence
is requested to communicate with the Secretary, stating
what subject they propose to give evidence on. The
Secretary's address up till the 7th January will be

' 37 Sauer’s Buildings,
Loveday Street,

- Jobannesburg, - . -

therezdter it will be care of the Chief Magistrate, Durbam: «
, (Sd.) Fratz B, ADLER, _
Secretaiy.
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