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ONDON, December 3rd, (Reuter.)—A Blue book
|| dealing with the Indian question in®South

Airica. from the 3rd of July to the 20th of |

“November has been issued. It dues not include the
correspondence with the Iodian Governmsnt, but gives
the despatches of Mr. Harcourt, Secretary of State for
the Colonies, to South Africe, which contain frequeat

" references to representations by the Iadiao Government
showing the latter’s solicitude for the Indians and its-
anxiety regarding the situation as it developed.

The Government of India on the 3rd of July drew
the attention of the Marquess of Crewe, Sceretary of
State for India, to the probable effect of the amendment
of the clause in the Immigration Bill with relurence to

. the admission of-the wives of Indians by the insertion
of the word * monogamous” before the word * mar-
ringe,” and asked whether it was to begregarded as
overriding the undertaking given by M'r.e%‘ischer that,"
notwithstanding the judgment in the Essop case, the
Government would admit one wile per man, even
though married by the.custom recognising polygamous
marringes, S .

Mr. Harcourt retransmitted this message to Viscount
Gladstone on the 14th of August, adding-that, while he
relied on Mr, Fischer's assurance, he .would be glad to

receive a further mssurance, that the amendment did -

not aflect it. . )
Union Government’s Reservation

Lord Gladstone, on the 22nd of Seplember, tele-
graphed that the Union Government was fully prepared
to carry oul Mr. Fischer’s promise, but that this assur-
ance was subject to the reservation that, if the threats
to start a passive resistance movement again were
carried out, tha Governinent would reconsider its policy

of muking any concessions whatever outside the pro-
visions ol existing laws. .

Mr, Harcourt, on the 19th of October, telegraphed

that he earnestly hoped the ill-advised action of a small
number of ludians would not induce the Upion Gov-

eroment to abandon its liberal policy with reference to .

the entrance ot Indians' wives.

The Colonial Office, replying to the Suuth African

British Indian Comumittee on the 2and of Navember, ]

said the exclusion of the woman Kulsumbibi was not a

breach of Mr Fischer's nndertaking. She was excluded

on the ground that her husband was previously married
" to another wonun in Natal, -

In another despatch Mr, Harcount agsured the In-
diw—3 that they could rely on the Minister’s pledge to
the letter, ' o

The subsequent despatches mainly consisted of

-teports on the progress of the passive resistance move-

ment, and of protest mectings by Indians and a long
correspondence between Mr. Gaadhi and M. Gorges
Secretary for the Interior, in a final efiort to secure a
satisirctory settlement.

- India Office from India, which

-~ THE LATEST BLUE-BOOK

~ PR
" .Feeling in India = .
Qa the 18th of November, Lord -Crewe sent Mr.’
Harcourt copies of unofficial tel
e not printed. He .
added that he viewed with the gravest concern the

&t the &, P.0. a1 &8 Newcpapir -

ams received by the :;

impression prodq@.td in India by the allegations that _

Indians in Natal had been treated with "gpeat severity
and asked for an muthoritative statement.™_

L.ord Gladstone replied
tences, etc, ’ - . -

Replying to an inquiry by Mr. Harcourt with “refer-

ence to some ol the heavier sentences, Lord Gladstone,
on the 26th of November, said it appeared the Magis- ~
trate at Newosstle semenced a huodred and twenty-
seven unindentured Indians to £3 fine or six months’

‘imprisonment for offences for which the maximum

penalty was three months’ hard labour, - Lord Glad~
stone added that steps were being taken to remit the
excess oOf the sentences. I

Mr. Harcourt and the Moslem League

The London Moslem League wrote to Mr. Harcourt

on the 24th of November drewing his attention to the
gravity of the situation and appealing- to -him to urge
on the Union Government the necessity for immediate

- remedial measures and to direct independent investi-

gations into the grievances, . :

Mr. Harcourt replied on the z28th of November that
the Lengue did not appear to be fully and accorately
informed as to_the situaticn and as to the open defiai-ce -
of the law byﬁ&:dians in South Africa, which seriously
embarrassed him in the continnance of his representa-

tions to and consultation with the Goveromeat. of the _

Union,

~

- Immigration Appeal Boards -

At the sitting of the Uniouist Conference on thes:
agth ultimo, Mr. Alexander, M.L.A., (uf Capetown) °
moved : * * That-the policy of the Government in-.
appointing immigration officers of the Board of Appeal
established under..ict 22 of 1913, is to be strongly
condemned.” Mr. Alexander szid that to appoint the
principal immigration officers to be. members of tne
Appeal Boards would be a vicious principle. The
answer given was that the immigration éfficer who
restricted the individual was not the samé as the one
who sat-as judge, but it was not the decision of an
officer that came into question. It”was the decision
ot ®the Dépastment. Was it at all feasible thit
a Departmen® that gave a decision was going to
bave its decision upset by any member of that depart-
ment? It was a travesty of justice. When the Appeal
Boards were approved by Parliament they were to be.
Appeal Boards io fact as well as in name. But

detriling the “arrests, sen-
. Lo
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what bappeped? One man decided a case, and
the Appeal Board should be absolutely impartial, and
the Principal Immigration Officer should not sit in
judgment on his own department, but- shoold act as
counsel for his depagtment. It was an unheard of thing
{in any part of the world that a man should be public
prosecutor and judge at the same time. Hewus hot
objecting persunally to the Principal Immigration
Officers at Pretoria, Durban, or Capetown, It was to
the principle that he objected. :

" Mr. E. Nathan, M.L.A., seconded and said they had
been thoroughly humbugged by the Government in
the matter. The Unionist members woull bring it
torward in the next acssion.

The Presitent satd tre was surprised to find that such

-a state of things was in existence. -
.~ The motion was agreed to.

' 'Deputation to Lord Crewe
- Loudon, December 1st, (Reuter.}—A deputation
, from the All India and South ‘Affica League was re-
s adived to-day by Lord Crewe, Secretary of State for
' India e !
. ' 8ir M. M. Bhownégree, in introducing the deputation,
. gaid tivat Lord Hardinge's speech had patified to some
wegftent the intense indignation of the people ol India.
. ~'T'he depitation contended that it was the Imperial
- Government's duty to mediate at this critical time.
_ They gskéd for the release ol the passive resisters and
_strikers, the removal of the racial bar, the abolition
-0t the £ 3 poll-tax, the institution of a thotough inquiry
- infto the responsibility resting on both parties, and the
. adoption ol such measures by the Crown as will secure
" Yo British Indins throughout thé Empire the rights of
, titizenship guaranteéd them by the solemn pledges of
4he Ciown, * e :
" . Lord Crewe replied that he need not assure them
" that évebts ia South Africa were thé subject of the
Imperial Government's deep concern. India had been
" deeply stirred by reparts reaching there, Though every
statement need not be adopted as proved facts, yet it

- %ds evident that ground existéd for :serious disquiet, -

4nd also that there was material for a tlose inquiry into
"$hé occutrences ahd thie cause that had led to them,
% Lord Crewe emphasised that, as he had been both
. Bactetary bf State for thre Colonies and for India, he
had been deeply immersed in this question. He hed
fliscadsed Tt itk Gederal Botha, Mr,- Smuty, and the
_late Mr. Fischer, dnd also with Messrd. Gandhi, Polak,
#ind Qokhale, He had warmly encouraged Mr. Gokhale’s
* yislt to Sotlh Afticd, hopibg -that it would lead to a
- gettlement, aitd he recognised in Mr. Gaudhi a man of
high ideals. At the same time, the Ministers ol the
Union of South Africa were_honestly anxious to deal
out fair treatment to the Indians, and see that the laws

were humanely administered. He was bound, however, .

- to 4dd that the leaders théte bad beet often hampered
by the existence in South Alfrica of public opinion less
enlightened thati their own, and a degree of racial pre-
judice from whith they themselves were largely free.
Ptoceeding, 1.ord Crewé. said that the Governméint

L]

61 thée Union of South Alrica contended that, though

the laws were restrictive, owing to the detiand of South
Alrican opinion, yet they Had been so easily bﬂerated
that no practical grievance existed, Though he was
certain that the Ministers desired that the administration
pf the laws sHould bot be unduly burdensome to
iridividudls, e dsked : Could it be 6aid that this wish
wag always tatried out ?  Tha laws were administéred
by a #umber bl differeht officials, aod durely it was
dangetous to depend; as secemed to be done, on a
tationdl, éfmpathetic edministration of the law to
ptatect individuals from thé bp=ration of sevete edalt-
Mants Undef asuch cirgdbistadeed oy exlated in Sotith
Afrlcali Eomiiunitied et e g

Bothe Mool oficlali might by stupld and rediaped,

4

and others might be so racially prejudiced that they
did not wish tu administer the laws leniemly.

Lord Crewe then relcrred to the question of poly-
gamy, and said that 1 was not Claimed that Suuth
Africa ought to legalise such marriages, but potygamous
communities demanded reasonuble consideration. The
Iodians recognised that they could not enjoy unrestricted
inter-Provincial movement. He declared that it was
regrettable that there was cbscuriy anu great diff srence
f opinion on the questions of t' e £ 3 tax and domicile
when these were last belore the Umion Government.
The £3 tax did not bring in a large revenue, and it
did not setm to gerve any uselul purpose, Many South
Africans’ opposed it, yet it was the main source of
trouble.

The greatest indigoation in India had been due to

"stories of Aogging. These statements demanded an

inquiry, and he was glad to see Mr. Smuts had gone to
Natal to make an inquity in person, He neucd not say
that the Ia:perial Government would aceept, nod every-
one ought ¢ accept, statements made by a responsible
Minister like Mr. Smats, It was altogether wrong, and
purposcless (or anyone te rdopt a tohe 6l menace to
Bouth Atrica. He believed that if Suuth Africa agreed

‘that the solidarity of the Empire was to be sustained

by a form.ol inquiry which was oot solely official, no
sentiment of national or personal atnour propre ought
to stand in the way of such investigation, Such investis
gation ought to be directed not only to the titcum:
swances of the last [ew days, but into the substances of
the compiaints tausing restiessnoss of Indians in South
Africa. -

Lord Crewe concluded by saying that, not bnly the
India Othce, but the whole Govornmunt wera unre-
mitting in their astention to the subject. The Colonial
Office were also anxious to see complete justice done
to the Indian subjects ol the King in South Alrica,

Lord Crewe, replying to questions, said that, in
stating his conviction that some inquiry not merely
official wa# desirable, he was expressing his own view,
but he had no teason to suppose that that view was
oppused to that of his colleaguvs. '

"+ The £3 Licence

Lrndon, December 20d, (Reuter,}—Lord Crews, in
she course of his reply to the deputation of the All
India and South Alrica League, which waited upon
him yesterday, said that there was regrettable obseurity
regerding what really occurred when the mattef of the
£3 tax was last before the Uniolt Pardinment. 'The

_quesion was asked as to whether the Government was

willing to drop the tax, but it was mngintained in con-
sequence of the views of the Natal members, Was the
abulition vt the tax nctually foreteld, vr were promises
made to that effect? Again, the difierence of opinion
seemed to be grest. It would be a great wisfortune
if the citcdmstances weré such tha: Indians considerud
that they were played with in such an important matter,
§ JAt the conclusion of Lord Crewo's spuach, Sir M. M
Bhownagree, the leader of the deputdtion, demurred
to South Africa restricting Indian immigration to that
Dominion, Indians claimed - the right of entry to
every part of the British Empire,

Lotd Crewe replied that he did not gdarrel with the
Indians' claim to enior every part of the British Ewpire,
but pointed out that local communities held strong
vicws against Indians' free acceds to the arean in which
they livet. He theught that the Soutit Afnican Govern-
ment was not likcly to agree to the participativo of
South Alrican Indians in the prdposed inquiry:

_—_————— .

The Béngdli Press (vagd Reliter) lgrores Lord
Crewe's speech, dnd is devoting lisell solély to collect.
ihg funds for the Bouth African Iodiams.  Meetidgs for
tliis purgiosc arp being héld even in the mom remote
districts, ad mil ciassen, mederatas and ewirwonais
alike; are subscribing:
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into (his country.”- Such a threat as thisy we eontendy=
is unworthy of resporible Winisters' and, #0:Jong &<
this spifit pievailk, #ll hopes Uf a setticment uré Yakl'
 -Fhe statement rexardifig the Kulsimbibi oase i falee |
These are the wolds of the ' judgetPrasident cbfiralued-
it the feport of fhe judgdrent -4 Ftom thé et stated
it appeared that at the time of the orrtiage bei ot
 trarted the thale sonttacting party hatd po- wife- ivioge
| and sirfte the terembny he had gork throngh ud- forne
" of thartidge with ay mhér wonrar/” ¢ Wé have nothibg
' futther to say tegatding this mittdt except -tHayy' if-thed
! official desphtohés whieh kre Beifip #stwardet #o Lohdoe
. ' aré ot wrore felidble than thi¢ ona' eboleinthg:the
the shiegations of Hi-ueatmunt dre-falsbeud unfoundid, | gt nent tial Kulsinrbib was hot the only #ile oi-hobr
we nued hot be burprised at the storn veised by ne®e- | pishand, no otie tieed wondet # double-dfe-cist Hpdn
prper hnti uther ttitics. But all this pother dbes oot | wuip reli’nbili!y in other Matterd. ' eate sy it bere o
disprove - the - siatuments mdde and in the meantime || . )
thd: Government do nothing to salisly ceither: those- [ - . 1. ..
who ¢tlaim that ill4reatnrent bus taken pisce or iose-
whts sd- empihiatically dany the ghargts ' Kither ' the
aflvgations ‘are wicked falsehuods and; in that case,
those who arc' responsible should-be, punished' for:
making thei, os they are tfus and; in thut tase; the:

. Proni thé. Editot’s Chalr

gxmfe'fm;oom»oooowxf‘ ,
Lo THE VICEROY'S $PEECH | L

WHioe a ian io the position of Lord Hardinge boldly:
takes up 8 stand in sympathy with the Passive Rusist-
wiwe Mryement in South Alricw and venteres to suggest.
tha 1he categbricsl demial of the Union Ministers iy
nov-sullicibht to savisty Iodin and the world at large that.

ey S oo bl Eared graddy

P L e ] v
(ANOTHER: FALLAGY .

| We have olten seen it stdted thar the Government uf -
. Indla i¥ to blame for the presedt wisis it -South Afca,
! Tife anjiditent it & strnge ode.'s Mr.- Fawcuy, M.EAST
“hi4 stibodied {his ideh in & lettdt to the press ih-Lon!!
hing ¢ : | doth atit says thit “the Goversmbit ot India 1§ rdspons'"
Union Government nre only makinig matters worse fur |i gp,je for the non-repatriation of the South Affitarliv
themselyes by, remaining inactive. We do. not sce || jiulie and, cohseqietitly; for' the preseat trout ™ Witat
auy .Rredt cring, in the, Vicerny's request fur & strong. |! this is meant to convey I8 thar the-Tadhn' Govarimend -~
impztial, committee, Surely every ung. mush, know. |, et tymit existing anangement andet-wiich dHdlsis
that. the demaly coine (rom counlry. magistrates, who | had Bedis eumisetied o reldr t - Idih on"-ebmplerion!
huva shown, that they ate prejudiced and have astyally. |/ o thuitirdentirey.~ This i 4 tise’ insitiliatiotr - The
throatened pasgive registers in open coupt,  Lord Glagk ) |i faete- veatding-the: o} ~Hir lepidfatton: &re’ thal-'the-
sipng has to rely upon the reports ol these gentlemen, | gt tigvetnment; talling to'persuadde the Govettiment”
nod dov not, 0B hiy, own accaunt or on beball af tae. |' of 11tk 'by- meund: of 4~ Ypdetsl defutation te-altow:
Lwperiol Governmept, maka bis own, investigatiqns, . At [ ifidénturas to thrmittte ift Indis, rathaged’ td thidw
is lor the_Goverument to prove in 2 sizaightiurward, [} gy metent Hust 1t -the'-eyes ‘of ' thd~Govetnmeot -of!
and epen  uannes that the Pllu.g.anoqs are (alse, apdi | [pdia'to- bifnd thery to thie fact Brity by woksehtitg “tei -
that_the, Viecroy, was ot justiticd i doubling the, |1 yhic” licence, what little remnant of fretdom™ewr
wwd.s o, \hose a_mﬂ:qnl)'.here.i The. Ipdian gomy. |' aited 10 th:r—ln ding - Iabourérs.ivas beitg destepydd. .
munity pf South Alrica cannof b too grateiul to, Lord« H pyneuse the Nakal Goverhment failed in-ita purpose. o
Hardinge lor. the brave siand he has ventured ta, take. || oy baok 1o India- these labouters; wist hath-spant;
up, knowing full well that big attitude would be tesent:. || 1oy visty life’s'blond dur the-beneftt of she Goidny, thai *
ed and that, be would be subjected to adverse.caiticismi, | yiame- iw laid -at.the door. of Judiasr Undeubtedipys
ot e ATk I woo ot Iudik was i blamey nob for-refesing: to bgree to-indensw -
St [J:l‘ﬁ LATEST hLUtBOUk 4 -+ ot tared: labourers. bwing-foreibly rdeiven bdck rtol Indidte
Know thit. cnbled. stinwaly ol Ahe despatches gn thé, | byy for nalmly acoepring this iniquitouy tax oo.libertya
Indan. quostion, we learn thay on J’uly.._;rd,'_.lait_. ¢ |, Mrr Fdwcus’ contention thut South Africa i8 the sictimn
Indisn Guvernment drew Lord Crewe's attention to the- || of Jrgia’a determindtiun Vo toist . Indinn lsboavers-on,

prabable.afiect. of e amendment of the clause ol the | ke Goludy is! tha b % pieté -of hypoerisy -wa HHve:
Lumigranis' Regulation Bill with relerence to the, iﬂzrgmgt g;:h_..q., lig'g:s'"?l‘ ,.....,,yf.;s I:?if?-.,c":‘.’m

admsiwsion. of Indians’ wives by the insertion. ol the f! DS A TR POV T SO TR SR S
wonl ‘“@monggamous ™. beforé. marriage) . andy asked. ! ' e
whutber tbat was to be tegarded a9 . overriding .the [;
undertaking given by Mr, Fischer that, notwithstanding |1
1
¥

the judgntent ity the Essop chse, the. Government would Gapt Clarké Kemnédy, siaff officat to:Gendral Luking. -
admit.ute wile per man oven thaugh he were maried: |} repurted on the poth uiima. that. at Foygaah oo the
according te rites. which n:t;ﬁmsr.d polvgamp. .My || mevieusidight anumben of In Sinn trom tha mcighbatty
Harcourt sent this along to Lord Gladstone nskiog far, || ing. didrict tried tp get..inw. Tongadty and when: Je_"' .

nu . assurauce that the amgndment did not. affect.it. || quested by theipalice iv 'go-back-refused.to..d i
Louids Gladstons replied that tha Upion Government, ‘Th Y : il o setur. hadhte.
wps fuliy prepared to carcy out. Mr. Fischer's promise,. i b pacussaty farce meampel-themi:o.a&turn,hadrtﬂ,

| : be tried, and th light di et pai

Lut,thia assuranca was subject 1o the mservation, that; i§, i‘ “,Tha.,}:::g,n;:dﬁﬁ:&,aﬁﬂgmh ;ﬁ{;{ﬁﬁ,’
tha thredis to again siart a passiva. resistance srmpaigh. ! have betn ableto gatbes are that.a. passy of, shirly men,) -
were catried out, the Government would reconsiver its, | eight ~women.-aut- sevon . childrén  whre~cdming mlong, *

e pErre ceh )

Caaelor e
1 veld reer mrsirtey Laabrmfiarcifs Tagel

T A Y I
T Sirike -JOttiRgS - o i ot

STRET L S P T PRE PR P o sae 11 ot by gow ol T

= aagin

pobicpof, making any concessions whatever, gutside the

axisting lywss,, Fut in.a owshell; iv,means. thig.;. - Ths
Indian. gommunity. finds itself . deprived vaf. a .righas
Alter respectfully and repeatedly appealing .to the Gova
gn?munt.‘\'iu\n_lu_ avaik it reminds the Govesnent that
the passive) ecsiptance wwvament ds . only. suspended,
pending the carrying out of the provisional sattlement
o LgLL, and.that, i the Government do nes.resterw the
sighi it will be campelled 10 resort 1o passive sesisthnce)
that tagthod being the, ooly one ay the. disposal. .af
unrepresented. people. . This is taked ‘s a threat, and
anything t‘.hnn_.Ims the -gppearnaee pi\-.\ threat, ¥ u':- the
Government like a red rag to a bull, . The Geverament
theo says 1n etlect ; Wo have stoled your, right, and, i
" §9u_ pse strong laggyage, we shall ot only permanently

:prive you ol that sht, but we shall a!
15w yady sven ad wb 3ek O ghive, 10, bhicg o o

‘ bh'e-readrmu'yi_ng~.theirr!bmdlea.ﬁlaaloﬁbingr!ﬁlqu&ﬁm
- stitks.over Aheir-shounlders when..they ware.msl-hrrthe,

. polge who-Jdamaaded that-taEy sboulﬂ~put owih, their:

| ficks Thay ebjected as.they pedded theat: doriavend

necessary purposer- The palive, itis nileged, prageedad,
ta bake amayh Ahasiteks-and. used rsuedy. fopsa . that, 4.

in.the. shape of broken, headsyetcntilhran-men,ween
s0- badly injured :that they hedl to1 be s detpingd. fn. shey
Verule fodpital. h-The rpeopla-wend: brought.balore,
the Magistinte wha grénted thee phrmission 1o §a £o,
the Proteetor- 1 Mr.-West aras ntr?cluulm_--at,.t.be,,ﬁ.ﬁzp,'
and he arrenged for them to be sent by, train e, Qurhan, -
The. Protector. Uas- taken: dawg, their statements ane

allowed to take the 3fg

! i i or 8 t g
whu wera seriqusly woug ég‘ati'fs- arAva 2hihe s

lazge-uuibber of~-the pebple bustaieddserons.,injusies, -

recarded -the: injuties. .o, Michel -bos also. been,



308 -

. INDIAN OPINION

Decemeer 10TH, 1913

It seeths that Mr. Naik of Maritzburg, whose arrest
we - recorded last week was so armrested whilst speaking
at a meeting in the Temple grounds.

Mr. Ritch, speaking at the mass meeting at Johanoes-
burg, on the 3oth ultimo, said he knew it was true that
men had been flogged. He bad seen the men’s bodies;
he had seen bru tal marks on those bodies, and he had
heard the admission of people on. the miae that they
had flopeed those people. He saw the body of a man
on a certain mine—he did not say he bad been flogged
to death—but hie had been beaten, and before the
beating he had been ill. Toe wite of that maa was pre-

- vented from seeing the body of her husband,

The Natal Indian Assocation on the 1st irstant,
addressed the following lette r to General Lukin :—

« Will you kindl y permit two of our representatives
- to visit the estates to which the men who have lost

_ their lives belonged in order that we may ascertain the
circomstances of the dependents of the deceased with
2 view to a consideration of their position ?

« Will you also please permit us to go with the
™ Police when arrests of strikers are to be effected so
' that'we may assist in the arrest taking place without

there being a conflict between the Police and the
» strikers 7 ¥ ’ ’
“*™The following is a copy of a letter from Capt. Clarke
%, Kennedy to the Indian Association :— .
& With reference to your letter of the 1st instant,
! T am directed by Ceneral Lukin to inform you that he
.. has received through the Chief Magistrate 'of Durban
, reliable information that, on the last occasion pérmission
- was granted to memblers of your Association to visit the
" 'sugar estates on'the Coast, the privilege was utilised to
-'induce Indians to remain on strike. In view of the
.foregoing, General Lukin is not prepared at the present
* juncture to grant the requests contained in your letter
* ‘under reply. . '

Representatives of the Natal Indian Association had

a long interview with General Lukin yesterday morning
"in regard to the question of supplying rations to starv-
. ing strikers. Mr. West and Mr. C. K. T, Naidoo
, tepresented the Association and Capt. Clar<Kennedy
was present at ihe .interview. General Lukjn first of
- _all emphatically refused to allow any member of the
¢ Association. to go on to the. estates without the per-
. mission of the employers. . He would not even allow a
" representative to be present on condition.that ke spoke

‘in Epglish and confined his remarks to the details of -

~pumbers and quantities. General Lukin said that he
. had information that when.the Association members
“had distributed rations on the estates, they had abused
. the privilege and urged the people to remain on strike.
. This was denied. It was pointed out that everything
-would be done in the presence of the police and that
- one of the police interpreters could say what was
pecessary to the Indians, so that there could be no
possible chance of preaching to the people or ipfluenc-
"ing them in any way. Still General Lukin remained
" obdurate. The question was then raised as to the
necessity for appointiog someone amongst the strikers
"who would inform the police of the numbers needing
. food. 1t was eventually conceded to General Lukin
that the police should be instructed to inform the
Natal Indian Association of those estates where the
employers were refusing food to strikers and state the
approximate pumbers. The Association could then
forward rations to the estates and the police would
take charge of the food and ask the strikers to appoint
one of their number to represent them and to see that
. all received the rations. But- this man would not be
allowed, to come into contact with the Association or
Jeave the property. In the case of those who might
refuse to accept the rations supplied by their employ-
ers the police would not inform the Asswciation and if
rations were sent independently the police would not
assist in the distribution, :
" This means; of course, that the Asscciation is at
the mercy of the police and there is absolutely no guar
antee that starving strikers will be fed.

Official Story of the Blackburn Affair

Capt. Clarke Kennedy, General Lukin's staff vfficer,
reports that, at the request oi the wamger of the Natal
Estates, a detachment ol S.4.M R., composed of one
ofticer and 12 riflemen, together with a few native
constables, under the command of Lieut, Clarke, leit
the mill at Mount Edgecombe at 830, accompanied
by Mr. C. Cimpbell. They proceeded to Blackbura
barracks to arrest lndians who refused to work  After
a short interview, the Indians agreed to tura out. The
patrol then wenton to Hill Head for the same nurposa,
Mr Campbell went into the barracks, Lieut. Clarke
remaining with the patrol 200 yards away. Mr. Camp-

" bell returned, and stated that the coolies were defiant,

and, with the exception ot a few, would not listen to
him. The coolies who listened to Mr. Campbeli were
directed by Clarke ta stand on one side, and they did
so. Clarke then took his detachment to where the
malcontents were standing, and at Mr. Campbell’s re-
quest asked the first man whether be would work. The
man said no, and was told to move to a place which
hag been set apart tor those who refused to work ; but
he refused. The order was then given by Clarke to the
native constables to remove the man by force.

The remainder of the coolies, numbering 100, then
surrounded the party and advanced threateniogly with
sticks and stones, Clarke ordered the men to move
forward ; the coolies twice clos:d with them, and there
was a2 hand-to-hand fight. Clarke had previously told
his men that they were not to fire except as a last

- resource. The coolies were very determined, and,
having injured some of the Riflemen, revolvers were

drawn and used. Eventually the mob dispersed, and
those identified as having begun activities were arrested.
Eleven were taken prisoners and sent on towards Mount
Edgecombe under escort. En ronie, a determined
attack was made on the escort by 250 Indians, who
Had come from Blackourn barracks with the apparent
intention of assisting the Hill Head coolies. They
were armed with cane knives, sticks and stones, and a
sharp fight ensued. The Indinns were eventually driven
back to barracks. The casualtics, so far as is known
up to the present, are :—Europeans severely wounded,
Cpls. Bridges and Sparkes, Gnr, Unwin ; Indians, (as
far as at preseat reported; lour killed and 29 wounded,
some of them dangerously, It i3 possible that there
were further fatalities among the Indians not yet re-
ported. Two N.C.O.s were conveyed to Addinglon
Hospital by mutorcar. There were minor casuaities
among the Riflemen. One Indian woman who was
among the rioters was shot in the ankle, and one horse
was killed and another wounded.

Mr. L. R. Gopaul, the Chairman of the Pinetown
Indian Association, has telegraphed to the Minister
of the Interior, protesting against the action of the
police at Pinetown. :

It is stated that-about jo strikers assembled near
the Imperial Hotel, Pinctowa. The attention of the
police was drawn to their presence by the station-master,
aod the police ardered the Indians to put down their
gticks, Those who underatood the order, which was
given in English, did so.

The police are said to have been exasperated by the
noo-compliance with the order on the part ol some of
the men, and to have asgaulted a number of then with
sticks and sjumboks.

Reuter states that at Mount Eduecombe on the 27th
ultimo at least six Indians were kitled and a number
woucded. .

On the 27th ultimo, 18 of the Strikers remaining at
Charlestown were sentenced to 7 days' imprisopment
with hard labour or a fine of ros. for being without
their passes. They all vlected to go to gaol.

Mr. W. H. Griffin, M.L.A,, of Maritzburg has sug-
gested to the manager of one of the sugar cstates that
the services of young coloured people from the Cape
should be utilized as strike-breakers, The Times of
Natal thinks it is an admirable iden. 'There is one
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important consideration that has been left out and that
is that the roloured people are themselves smarting
vader disabilities and are not likzly to come to the aid
of the Natal employars.

Caplain Clarke Kanuedy, Staff Officer to General
Lukim, reporied on the sth instunt that the position in
regard to the stnke 1a the districe is unchaoged.
General Lukin and Captain Clarke-Kennedy toured
the South Coast [rom Dyrban to Umzinto, and found
everything quiet.  The report Irom the North Coast,
to0, is that cverything is quiet, A con.iderable num-
ber of Indians on the North Coast are not yet working.
Asked to make a statement regasding the assertion that
tations issued by th® Indian Associavion to coolies on
strike had been stopped by authority, Captain Clarke-/
Kennedy said: “ On estates where rations have not
been issued by employers the Natal Indian Association
have been allowed to forward food to strikers, but
members of that Association have not been allowed to
g0 vo to cstates except with the permission of the
proprietor or manager, . '

The Esperanza Affray
© The preliminary examination of 14 Indians charged
with public violence at the Ieneva Estate, Esperanza,
was commenced on Wednesday, says the Adpertiser of
Saturday, belore Mr, C, McKenzie, Assistant Magis-
trate, Umzinto, It will be remembered, continues the
paper, that on November z5th the violence of the
Indians at the estatc was so ‘great that the police, in
scif-defence, had to fire upon the rioters, with the result
that two were killed, and a numberoi others wounded, -
Fourteen Indians werc subsequently arrested and
charged with public violentce, nnd the preliminary.
examination is now being held 1t may be mentioned
that Mr. C. P. Robinson, M.L.A,, had beea instructed
by the Government to hold an independent inquiry
into the causes that led up to the shooting. and the
depositions in that inquiry are practically the same ag
those now published. . .

Sergt.-Major Rorke, Sergt. Davidson, Mr. E. W.
Hawksworth, the employer, Mr. Javes Johnston Little,
compounder at the Beneva Istate, and olhers gave:
evidence to show that the Indians were violent, but it
would appear that not a single Indian® gitness was -
allowed to give evidence. The papers, we understand,
have been sent to the Attorncy-General for inquiry.
In regard. to the statement concerning Mr, Robinson’s
appointinent, we are able to state that this gentleman
has no knowledge of the matter and he has certainly
oot been instructed to hold 2n inquiry.

The Durban Town Council has made the following.
recommendations to the Government :—(a) That Gov-
ernment, whenever it may be considered necessary, be
asked to proclaim all Corporation Indian compounds
or barracks within the borough as prisons for the time
being ; (b) that the Chicf Constable be empowered to
arrest any strikers who refuse to resume duty ; {c) that
the Corporation agree to ration such Indians strictly
in accordance with the Government Prison Code : {d)
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‘Smuts to the view that the

workers in their present stroggle for the repezl of the
obnoxious and useless £ '3 Tax, and endorse their action
of withholding their labour as the only mezns left them
to that end. Fugher we strongly protest against the ar-
bitrary and cowardly metbods adopted by the Govern- .
cient in compelling Indian prisoners o work out their
sentences on their employers’ property.” ]

Mr. L. H, Greene, a promineot Socialist of Maritzburg, ‘
addressing the Indian Mass Meeting there on the joth
vitimo, deciared that the contract under which Ingilans -
were brought out to this country was null and void. A -
contract made with starving men. was null and void.
Ubless the contract was understood by both parties,
#t was null and void He declared that the In-
dentured Indians who came to this country did not un-
derstand the terms of the contract they entered into.
He attacked the Police Magistrate, Mr, Hime, and said
that certain proceedings in the Polica Court, when the
Resisters were brought up, resembled a Pench ach Ju-
dy show He said Mr. Hime told these Resisters that
they undersiwod exactly the terms of the contract betore
they left India, and they knew the laws  of the country
they were comiog to. -Not one white man io a hund-
red knew the laws of this couatry before coming to.it, ’
let alone indentured Indians,” _ T

Miss Colenso, who passed through Germiston accom- .~

panyir.g “ Solomon, the newly-appointed chief of the—

a Leader representative. S .
She expressed the opinion that- thé Indian strikers

had mauaged the affairs ju Maritzburg in a most clever

fashicn, and thought they acted most justly .in mnot

Zulus, who is proceeding to Middelburg,"was seen be

‘interfering with the sanitary service, the hospital, and

the lunatic asylum.  That showed that at the head ot
affairs there was someone with tact aud judgment. She
thought the £ tax was cruel and unjust. B

.- She always thought, and had some reason to believe,
that this-tax teinpgrarily caused immorality among the
indian womeun ; forthey must get the £3.° She had
known cases of that kind—not many, certainly, and
perhaps not enough for her to express a decided
opinion, . T PR
. In-an editorial on the (£3 tax, the Cape Argus says: -

M All this trouble abodt the £ 3 tax might have -been’

avoided if it had not been for the fact that Natal sugar - -
planters felt that they could not dispense with the
Indians, and induced the Government to bting pressure
to bear upon the lndians to compel them to re-inden-
ture. All possibility of fresh supplies having been cut
off by the Indian Government, the Natal sugar planters
determined, by hook er by crook, to haog on to what
they had got, and, being good sound Nationalists and
in all probability liberal contributors to the party war
chest, their back-stairs representations, after Mr. Gok-
hale bad left the country, succeeded in couverting Mr.
A3 tax should be allowed .
to stand. - U S

Hunéér Strike in Durban-Gaol B

_ On the 3rd instant, the Natal Indian Association was -
inlormed that 5o or o passive resistance prisoners -
translerred from Mariizburg gaol to Durban gao} had -

that the Chiet Cunstable be authorised to eorol such
additional special constables as may be necessary to
secure the maintenance of law and orderin the borough ;

{¢) that the question of providing men to replace
strikers in centain of the departments be left with the
Deputy-Mayor and Borough Engineer to arrange.
The Rev. Councillor Hadson, at a council meeting,
objected to the recommendations, saying that they em-
“bodied a policy of uorighteousness. It was wrong to
tell people who were on stnike @ * You can go on strike,
but we will rrest you and compel you to work.” * This
seemed o him to be a temporary condition of slavery.
Then again, in vicw of the discussion going on .ia
regard to this subject, it was unfuitunate that the Coun-
&il should take up such an attitude. -

Dcmocrats and the Strike
The Scetal-Democratic Panty in Durban has passed
the following resolu_tion:- “ This meeting of the Durban.
S.D.P. express their entice sywpathy with the Indian

.

been on a " hunger strike ¥ since Sunday. The grie-
vances of the passive resisters. many being - strict - vege-
tariaus, are that the sandals and socks, which they were - -
previously allowed to wear, have been taken sway from
them ; that they are provided with only-one old bianker - -
and dirty clothes, that the ghee given them "as parc -of

their lood is uneatable, and that their food is cooked
by natives, whereas they wish it to be cooked by Indians,

Telegraws regarding the matter were sent on Tues- .
- day and Wednesday to the Minist.r of

Justice by the-
Natal Indian Association, the Surat Hindu Association,
and the Zoroastrian Anjuman. - - e
A reply came on Thursday that those who fasted did-
50 of their own accord and that the Chief Magiswate
would inquire into the matter. - Mr. West interviewed
the Gaol Superintendent who denied that there was a
bupger stnke. - But when Mr, West asked for an -
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assurance that no one was fasting and that thers was
oe -causa lgr- siam, this was refused. The Super-
interrdent aid that be was not there to give intormation
and that'I could refer to the Mioister, . Further in-
formation has been received by the Ngjal Indian Asso-
ciation ‘that in' at least one instance the autharities
radortett to-toreible teeding, and that the hunger sirikers
were compelled to-give in because they feared that
meat or other objectiorfable food- might be theust dewn
their-shroats. Miss Schlesio and Mr. West were refused
admissionas visitors on- Saturday lase, op the grouad
that ‘they ‘werd-pot relatives. As thiy was guntiely a
nkw departure they interviewed: the Buperintendent

“and asked''to see his authoerity tor the refusal -but he

jnstlenily declined to give feasans or show the regu-

latiop onder which he-had the power to teiuse adwmis-

sion,'onrthe graund stated. - -+ - - C
- [ @] o4 -
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o, News in: Brief
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" -fThe foliowing cablegram was. veceived lram Alla

babad on tha 8th instant —'-India full of admiration:

for hter heroie ohildeen there, patticularly ladies. Whale
cotintry behind-them, .- - -

- (n.the 19th ultimg, My, David Margay gave a hape-

~fiy pevmange. at.hig Bioscape Hall. at YVededorp [or the
~ Bagsive Reslstagce Funds and realised £z, .

" Tweaty-five men, inclyding Messrs, Fraok and” Willy

" Margan, crossed the Transvaal border from Charles-.

" town on the and instant, and Were sentgnced to three
. menthg imprisonment with hard labeyr, =~ .

"}Yd'bévé"l:gﬁ able ‘information that prominent planters
ou the North Coast employ ex-indentured Indians with-
. out eptering inta a contract of re-indenture. These
- Indtans are liable to be imprisoned for non-payment

_qf the £3 tax but the planters are not called upon to

" pay the penaity for employing them. These planters

gre deliberately breaking the law and it is known to
“the authorities. L

Mr. D\ Lazarus was brought- belore the Court at
Newoastie on the 2gth ultimo charged with barbouring
" indentured immigrants.. We ara inlormed that when

* the prosecution had closed, without bearing the defence,

_ the Magistrate discharged M. Lazurus.

. Oa the ‘Igtﬁ’ ultimo' Mr. jamnadas Gandhi crosseq
the Transvaal border {rom Kimberley with Messis.
Ramswami Padiachy, Pakiri Naidoo, Rahim, Jhina, and

_N. A. Thali of that town., The party were given three
' days. notice to leave, and were deported aa the z3vd
ultima, - They returned an the z5¢h ultimo ceinlarced
by six further passive resistera Messrs. Narotam Poona,
Morar Govind, Ebrahim Kadir, and A, Sami krom
Windsorton, and Jhinabhai Desai and Bhana B. Patel
from Kimberlep The -cases of the firal parly were
ramanded to the st irstant, when all received a
seatence of three monthg’ bard labour. The second
pamy was deported op. the 3oth ultimo, returned on thg
1st \nstant and on the 20d received similar seatences.

v

- \ I .8 stated by prominent Indians that the £3 tax
. is being paid, by free Indians pow employed on the
railway by ipstalments of 55, p:r month deducted from

' their wages by the authorities.— Z¥mes of NVgtal.

“fit,h reference to the new tax on Asiatics proposed

ta b introduced by the Portuguese Government in
Lourenco Marques, we understand that the Indian

community is petitioning the Imperial Government as

also the Lisbon lGOVernmeut.

"The Volksrust European Vigitance Committee has
despatched the following cable message to The Zumes,
Lapdon:- * Europeans io South Afvica are alarmed aad
surprised at the misinformed views expressed in the Loo-

P
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or papers on the Indian crisis, which intlames public op-
inion here and strains our loyalty also.  This Comrat-
teo suggests that the papurs should enduavour to sy
the question lrom the Eurapsan point of view, aad take
into consideration the feelings of BEdrapeans and als. the
fact that Indians are strangling Egtopean tradvrs end
wage-earners here, of which we can give spevidic jn-
stances. - The stories of flagging and brutality aze fabri--
cations, and part of the gama to tntimidata the Union:
Gowernment.  Wa protest against tha suggestions to
_send further agitators here.” o C

Mer.. 1. H. Greenae is to ba indicted at the bar al the
City Parlinment for certaip crimus and misdomeanours,
He is charged with traitotous conduct, and conspiring

_ with othar rebels to disturh the poace of the Province-
- by addressing a mceting of ludians at the Himiy
Tample, Maritzburg, and the making of spoeches of a-
seditious character at other places. The trial will take
placa at an ordinary moeeting ol she Parliamentary
- Debating Society shortly, says the Tymes of Nata!,

Our friends in Bpgland, wha bave begn receiving the
“ last two issues of ** Indian Opinion " a week late, will,
we hope, kipdly forgive us.  On both occasions, the mo-
tor-car which we had specially engaged broke down ¢n
the way and, consequently, we missed the mail at Dyr,
,bap, In view of oyg well-kaown bias against machinery,
| these break-downs appear almost to be a judgment
: upon us for gur atempting to avail oursclves of such
- modern atrpcitics as motgr-cars.

3 »

"The YIndians of Salisbury have contributed £r4:13 to
the Passive Resistance Fund, and the Mauriting and Co-
lonial-born Hindu Benetit Society, £ z0.

London, Dec. 4th, { Reuter.)—A message from Bom-
bay states that meetings have been held a1 Poona and
ehsewhere to express gratitude for the Viceroy's spuech,
and also to collect tunds on behall o the South Alrican
Passive Resisters

Out oi five applications lor rotail licences by Indiana
ia the Durban suburbs, four were relused by the Licen-
sing Officor and one was held over for consideration.

The Sunday Trues, io an article headed " The lndian
Madness,” says :—* fndia is seethiog witli indignation,
_say the cables. No doubt the falsehoods which are
heing, circulated there would wauke any people scethe
with indignation. The anti-British party in India is
only too glad to seize any stick with which ta belabour
Eoglish rule. The pative journals da pat waot (acts ;
they want blood thirsly storivs, and theve is no ditficuity
in inventing thera, but, let it be clearly understood in
India and in England that this is & South African
trouble, and that South Africa is not incliped to
abaundon its right to deal with it meraly bucause g
certain number ol lies have gained tamporary eredence.
The first duty of the Union Goveroment is to restors
_order in Natal. We feel that it will do this with quite
as much humanity ag would be displayed by the Indiun
Goverpaient in auppressing a4 similar trouble in India.
The Governinent cannot be turned from ity duty by
sensationalism in a land in which the art of bringiog
false charges has been brought to a-stalo of perfectian,
South Atrican s.atesmen have no wish to bamper
" British rule in Indin, butetheiz first respoosibility in to
theic awn people. 1, when peace has been restored,
‘the Union Goveroment decidss to appoivt a judicial
' commission to inquire into the paioful events in Natal,
no one in South Africa will object. Let the facts be
investigated by all means, No man here fears such
investigation. We are convinced that an inquiry would
anly show that the authorities in Natal dealt with a
difficult and dangerous situation with as much patience
and lenicncy as they could possibly display. ‘T'he blame
rests pot upot the police, but upon those who roused

the horde of ignorant men to & state of vague irritation
and discontent.”



