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“THE SECOND READING CARRIED

HE following is a condensation of the report of
” the débate on the Second Reading of the Immi-

grants’ Restriction Bill given by Reuter to the |

South African press :—

Mr. Mevier (Weenen) proceeded to deal in
detail with the Indian population of Natal, which
now, he said, totalled 133,000, of whom §9,000
were bc.. i Natal Of that 59,000, there was
about an equal” distribution of the sexes. The
last census showed that the Iondian population of
Natal increased 32 per cent.,, and that by far the greatest
population of that increase was amongst Natal-born
Indians. India was a mere geographical expression,
and it would be quite impossible to take them from .
Natal, which was their own country, and send them
- to India, which was practically a foreign country to -
, them. Educated and semi-educated Indians were
- eulering into competition with Europeans, and,"
-"owing to the stress of circumstances, employers found
it imperative to employ a certain pumber of Indians.
The Railway Department also employed semi-educated
Iodians, These 59,000 Natal-gorn Indians could
fitly be described as ** ware Africanders.” They were
not * foreign adventurers,” This was not entirely
a ‘Natal matter, but was a Ubnion matter, and he
regretted that the Minister bad only provided - for
Provincial domiuile in the future. There was a danger
that, if they attempted to put a ring fence round
Natal, they would squeere out the white population
of that Province, who were to-day out-numbered by
the coloured inhabitants by 1x to 1. .He felt it to be
his duty to protest strongly against the system of
keeping the Indian population of Natal entirely
within the bounds of Natal. He did not suggest that,
the time'was now ripe for moving them into any
other’ Province. He respected the ideals of the
Free State; but the Free State was in partnership
with them to-day, and there were various burdens
to be-borne. He respected, as he said, the Free
State ideals. In Natal they had successfully protésted
some years 3go against thas influx of Cape Malays
whom it was proposed-to emplay in a factory near
Ladysmith, It might be found in the future, hawefer,
that in many parts of the Traosvaal, tnsuttable for
white settlement, it might be economically possible
to put Indians who would make the soil now absolute-
ly unused productive, because the Iudians had been
groved excellent small cultivators in unhealthy localities.

t was extremely dangerous for the Minister to suggest
any legislation to bring Natal-born Indians on the
same platform as those bom in India. : This Bill,
_however, would bring them all together, and sterso-

pe Proviocial domicile. The National Convention
had left the question of-domicile severcly alone, and
interference with the immigration laws was a matter
which the House could uot possibly tackle at preseat. .
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, This Bill had been stated to be a Bill for the settle
ment of the Indian question, but it did not help
on matters in the least, g0 far as Natal was concerned,
any more thao it did in the Transvaal, where they were -
threatened witha renewal of- Lo
The Passive Resistance Movement.
None of the Natal Indians wished to see this: Bill - -
passed. - If they"were to have an Act, let it be one
dealing with South Africa as a whole,. Mr. Meyles -
quoted the correspondence with the Imperial Govern- - ;-
ment to show it would suit Imperial purposes better = -
il they djd not attempt to. stereotype the Provincial & .
boundariés. He (Mr. Meyler) favoured the suggestion -
alteady made that this Bill ‘should be withdrawn -
in its present form, and something done to..deal = .
with the Transvaal Law, against which the Indians. -
had - s0 much objection. Let them bave different.. -~
ways of dealing with the man. born among us, and ~
who had every right to live here. - It should not be - .
forgotten that there was a large number of Indiany -
who were  born in South Africa, and were citizens .
of the Empire. He (Mr. Meyler) hoped that. the'
Mipister would see his way to .withdraw the Bill
and face the position in 4he Transvaal. He- would- . -
get every assistance from the members on that side -
of the House in grappling with the problem. He °
trusted the Minister would give an assurance that, -
if the Bill passed, it was quite satisfactory to Indiaps, o
‘Mr. MErriMAN: (Victoria West) “said that- they’ -
should all " combine to' pass the Bill, "which he .-
recognised- was urgently needed -by the Imperial - .
Government. He could mot but se¢ that Great~ . |
Britain was exposed to a very great danger indeed -+ -
from the Indian question with -this country, and « .-
conversation with the distinguished gentleman ~who
was bere the other day confirmed him in the opinion.. -
The sooner they settled the ‘matter the-better, because -
- they were all anxious to’do_their duty to the Britigh - -
commonwenlth, ani as far a8 possible to see that °
~their engagements were fulfilled. Mr. Merriman -
-advised the Minister, by way of.quiekeru‘ng the - -
passage of the Billto take a carefully-chosen Com- .~
mittee and put the measure through j& : ' ... .
) Mr - BAXTER (pagetown,‘ Gardens)' 'suggested'-the ~
division of the Bill into two parts, one dealing with _
the introduction of itmigrants, and the- other with- - '~
the treatment of Asiatics already here. .The Imperial . -
Government, he said, had not asked for any Bill,
but what they wanted was that no legislative difierentiz-
tion' should be made agsinst Asjaies. - (Hear, hear,)
It was up to the Minister to prove the necessity for
such drastic legislation. He gave figures showing thay .
1n 1912 the st loss in Asiatics {rom the Usion was:
1,430, and the net average gain of new Asiatics wag

only from 100 1 130; and, in view ofthose Adaclg=' .



- it” was ridiculous to-ask them to resign the Liberty

of the subject in connection with the matter. {Opposi-

tion cheers.) , _ (Orp
Mr, ScerEiner (Tembutand) strongly condemned

the Bill, and urged that in the meantire it should be

 withdrawn, From all communications that he had

received he could sae that it was going to cause more
discontent in.1ndia than any previous measure..

* Mr. WessaLs (Bechuanaland) said the Cape Pro-
vince wquld strongly resent an invasion of Natal
Indians, - He thought the Indians should be satisfiad
with the terms of the Bill. Ia spite of the veiled
threats of passive resistanee irem the Indian com-
" mpupity, he hoped the Gavernment would not be

" deterred from: their duty in puiting this Bill through,

E

Sir Pavin HUNTER ( an, ¢entral) said certain

Indian grievances had not been zdjusted, and he would

~have tiked to have heard seme reference to. them Irom
‘the Government: = It was never intended that

.. " The £3 Tax

should be imposed on Indian women and children.
He wae glad to see it generally recognised that justice
must be done to the Indian already in the couotry.
With the general sentiment that they must be masters
in their own houses, he had no quarrel ; but they should
pot hear too much of it. There was the wider cutlook,
and thoy should de a1l they could to allay the feeling
io India, He confessed he shared the leclings of an-
ziety as to the Governmant being given autocratic

* powers for excluding people irom this country—pawers

1

that might be exercised to the totat exclusion of white
: imsmigrants, ‘This Bill did not appear to please any-

.- ove. He bad received sheaves of telegrams and letters

from Indians, whe were not at all satisfied.

- % Dr. Hrewaz {Woedstock) urged that the Supreme

" not the propesed Court of Appeal.
" whole he

Count should he the final resort. for such individuzls and

_ Faking the Bill asa
thought that it was a step in the right direc-

ﬁom.—., - . ' o - .

. Mr. NicuorsoN (Waterberg) objected to the sugges-

tioa that Asiaties borer in Natal should be allowed to

spread sl ever South Africa. The people of this

. - country were as strongly opposed to this ‘suggestion as

%

'Gokhbale.

the people of the Cape had been in 1349 to the pro-
to make the Cape a criminal settlement. Ha

| strongly objected ta Mr. Chaplin’s suggestion that this

Bilk shouid first of alt have been submitted to Mr.

Mr Rocxw.(l.ahglaa.gte) doubted whether this Bill

. would mest with the wishes of the Imperial Goveroment,

As regarded the measure he thought it would have the

- uifoct of enusing the “passive resistance ¥ movement ta
. become gemeral throughout the Upion. He asked

- whether such a Bill wounld have been introduced into

. the, British Parliament. These Asiatics were British
:subjecte who betonged to a -great dependency of
300,000,000 people, eontrolted, not by torce, but by
just govermment, It was by that meaos that they

- should held South Africa. Was it nothing that they

should seek to embarrass the Government of Enghind
by harsh and autoeratie deeds of qppression in South
Africa? (Hear, hear.) He then came to the other side
of the question. He wondered, .

It the 150,000 Indians had Votes,

whether the Government would bring in such a one-
gsided Bill. The cause of the troyble was upquestion-
ably Act 7 of 1907 of the 'Iransvaal, which should be
repeates I this couotry could not absorb the
150,000 it was a poor lookout for South Alrica. Every:
clause of probibitien was, in his mind, an insult to the

. " fairmindedness of this House, to the Jewish race, and

_to-the British Fadians. -

- Mr, Freuarpt {Ladybrand) strongly objected to the
" Bilt which was an immigration restriction Bill in the
firt place, and jn the second- place, was designed to

. mest the sentiments of some benevolent people living

in the aeighbourhood ol Powning Strect. This Bill

Y ~

.

was going to frighten away the peopls they wante
hc_:re, and was gaing to sllow in as many Asiatics a4
wizhed to coms,  He warned the Free 3tate member:
that the provisions of this Bill would not preserve the
Free State. Mr. Gokhale had left them in no doub
a8 to what the Indians wanted, They wanted civil ancd
political rights—so Mr. Gokhale told them—and tha:
was what they were going to agitate for. One of th|
first they wauld agitate for was the right to go into thu:ll
Free Sute, and break down the protective barrier
there erected against their qutrance. It would be
difficult to revist their entry iato the Frae State whe
they were overrunning all the rest of the Union.  This
Mr Fichardt held, was the cunnming Bill which wa:
intended to deceive the Asiatics as far as possible, bu:
Rln_ch would, _in effect, deceive the white man., Hul
believed the Bill opened wide the door for all Asiaticst
who liked to come here, and would bave the edect o
[rightening away desirable emigrauts.

. Natuan (Von Brandis) opposed the Bill main.

ly on account of the unfettered powers given to Mini
sters. ' :

Mr. OLIveR {Kimberely) called attention to the cinusdi
giving the right to exclude certain people on their re
tura after an absence of three years, and said that the)
provision might be applied to their own children after)
finishing their schooling at Home. Mr. Oliver con
sidered that there was not the slightest chance of the
Bil! satislying the British Goverument. It was the
desire of the British Government that .

Justice Should Be Done

to its Indinn subjects, and that they should be satisi
fied. He (the spenker) contended that they were no
likely to be satisfied, as the conditions were madc
worse, The Governmunt should withdraw the Bill,
and the only port of it to be carried through should be
the repeal of Act No. 2 of 1907 in counection with
the Transvaat. Mr. Oliver read a telegram received
by the member tor Capstown Castle (Mr. Alexander).
It forwarded a resolution, passed at & meeting of Britisk
Indians of Kimberley and Beacunsfield, protesting
against the Bill. Procecding, Mr. Oliver snid that the
Government actually had declared to the Indians that
it wasn’t prepared to acknowledge marriages performed
according to the Indian Taw. Wnat right had a
civilised Government to decide that the rites of some
otber religion should not be accepted in connection
with a marriage law ?

Mr. Neser (Potchefstroom) said that when a similan
Bilt was introduced he protested strongly against it
"This Bill was a slight improvement, but still there wore
tany provisions in it which were very difficult tc
-accept, and he hoped that amendments would be in-
treduced by the Minister in Committee.

Mr. HeneprsoN (Durban, Berea) said hat this
Bill showed no improvement on its predecessors.
. One of the principal objections to the Bill were the
" clauses which had tended to introduce a very strong

Provincial element. It was understood that when the
Bill was framed.all the Free Stute objections to it were |
met. It was not & proper way to introduce legislation,
if certain Provinces were to be exempted from the|
operation of certgin laws, The Uniop.was now an |
accomplished fact, and we bad tb bear one another's
burdens, whether~we liked it or not. (Cheers).
I we were going to have a ring fence
put round the different Provinces we were
going to be in a very parlous state indeed, The
Minister of the Interior should try to get the hon.
members behind him to take a proper and more
enlightened view of the matter. (Opposition cheers. »
The number of Indians in Natal was 170,000, and these
people were increasing much more quickly than the
white population. If these Indians were confined to
Natal what was the position going to be? They could
' mot place all the responsibility on Natal. They were
only making the position more acute. _

Mr. Tueror (Hooupstad) deprecated the attitude of
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Mr. Fichardt, who wishcd to “step in where angels

teared to tread,” Those panis where Asiatic competi-
tion did not exist at present should not be opencd for
such competition, and, seeing that the Bill did not
allow any such competition, he hoped it would enjoy
general suppost. T
(Continued onm page 118) - -

CODOIOOGOAIOOOTONL
From the Editor’s Chair -

* . . THE SECOND READING .-

1 spite of the unanimous opposition of the Unionist
Party, the Immigration Bill has been vesd a second
time without a division, The resuit would be con-
sidered astounding if we did not koow the ways of the
Botha Ministry. The Right Honoarable Mr. Fischer

* has bought bis second reading by promising to con-

sider lavourably the suggestions made by the Opposition

tor improving the Bill and by telling the House that he
bad secured the general approval of the kmperial Govern-
ment for his measure, Wemay expect lively debates
and drastic amendments during the Committee mage.
But this may not serve our purpose in the least degree,
Nothiog but & totsl acceptance of our demands can
satisfy us, and this not because we do not compromise
but because there can be no question of compromise
\:n points of existence or bonour. ~ Passive Resisters
re under a vow not to sccept anything in satisfaction
of their demands it it distucbs existing rights. By
_their very conatitution they are precluded from bargain-
ing away the rights of others 'n order to save them-
selves the suiferings of iwprisonment.
¥rom Mr, Fischer's langusge; it is clear that be
wants to egg on the Furopeans of South Alrica to rise
against us, and us to offer passivs resistance. Thoagh
the majority of the speakers during the debate spoke
against his bill snd advised him to placate passive

resisters, he gratuitously mentioned that the threat of

passive resistance might make the Government to
come to “ plain terms.’ We ‘wish they would. " We
certainly do nat want ambiguity. Aad in pleading for
general terms in ao Immigration Bill, we do not
couotenance a subterfuge, ns it has been called, but we
ask for & contiuance bf the excelleot part of the British
constitution which requires that, however persistent &
bad practice may be, il shall not be incorporated into
the law. In Lord Amp:hill's words, theory should be
sound though one may lail’'to carry it out in practice.
In thaory, there is no such thing as a straight line that.
can be drawn, but because we draw a line that is only
fairly but not quite straight, we are not supposed to
have resorted to & subterfuge by having still the true
though theoretical definition in view. To keep our
theory right is to cbey the law of our higher pature;
to depart from it in practice s to concede to the
. weakaess of human nature, -It, therefors, the Govern-

ment wish to depart jrom the theary of the British '

Conatitution to which they owe their very existence,
they are welcome to do so; only then they will not
have used “plain terms® but they will have avowed
their enmity ta the origis ot their existence. And
passive resisters who still clingto the beautitul vision of

~ that conatitution are prepored to fight for making it a .

reslity or die in the attewpt,
e —— . i - Vi
o C . A& CONTRAST
TuE Right Honourable Mr. Fischer hesitates, vacillatey
and finds out every coaceivable excuse tor not meeting
the Indian community in its’ demand for an amend-
ment of the marriage laws of the Union, o as to

validate the practice that existed before the Searle |

judgment, of recognising as legal Indian marriages
- celebrated in accordaoece with Indian custom. Saveral
Members of the Union Assembly have spoken ia

support of our contention. But Mr. Fische: continues
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to give evasive and non-commitsl replies to telegraphic
and -other representations that are pournng in Upon
him frors all Indizn Associations. - This indiflerence
is due, we conceive, to the matter being merely Indian.
Mr. Fischer bas told Indiars pretty clearly what he
thinks of them., According to him, we sre a hundred
times inferior-to our Malay friends. That accounts
for his sneers at passive fesistance. But passive
tesisters, copscious of their own strength and their
just position, mey smile at Mr. Fischer's jibes . = .
" Let us now turn to ab incident that has bappened
in the Assembly over a European matter. Sit David -
Hunter was permitted to bring in & private Bill, not
for removing a national and religious _msu!t, but for
obviating some inconvenience that might be feit by -
brides and bridegrooms coming from oversea or from
a neighbouring province The Natal Marriage Law
does not recognise the publication of bantis ontside- .
Natal by persons intending to marry. -Thus & bride, .
leaving England after the publication of bauns and
-intending to join het future husband in Natal, has,
under the present law, to wait, before being -uble. to
live with her future hasband, for the publication

-afresh of banns in Natal. - This is decidedly absurd,

but the absurdity has been allowed Yo prevail for &
number of years, Sir David sought relief by introe -
ducing & private Bill, and his Bill bas already been
read a second time. This is as it should be - Buk

the question for ns is, if the mere convenience of 2
European may be so much studied, how iz it that
even questions aftecting Indian honout or Indiao .
religions may be disregarded * The tewrible comtfrast -
is bound to sink deep iv the Indian heast. The remedy -
lies in our owa hands. We shail have to. respeet 'onr-’

. selves betore we can expect others to respect us,
. i +

£} el il Startiningeteienh ST

- WHAT 1S AN_ASIATIC? .~ =~ _
THe judgment of the final Court of- Appeal in- South
Africa now rendery it most difficult to auswer the .
question we bave prefaced hereto;  Mr. Moses Gander; -
who was described as an Asiatic by Justice Ward, has’
been now declared to be 2 European, Wé congratulaté -
Mr. Moses Gander on his victory, for such” the resalt’
of the appeal must by considered fromt Mr. Gander’s -
point of view, 1f Mr, Gander had any pride of birth, -
hie would, of course, have declined to dissociate him® ~

" seif from his fellow Agiatics. - Let it be recalted that
. Mr. Gander was bor ‘i Asia minor, has Asiati¢ -

associations, and i3 a3 much ao Asiatic as any Iodizo; .
Alghan or Chinaman.is. -Qur-Chiet Justice, however
has cowre to the conclusion that & persom bormr i

“Asia, if he has a white skin, is a European’;-for-such .
. is the populay ‘meaning of the term * Buropeaa” in

South Africa. Hitharto we have been given to under- '

- stand that Judges canmot take popular meadings ‘into |

consideration, if the legisiature has given .definitibns -
to such terms which are inconsistent with their popular -

. megnings. Nor are Judges generally known to import.
 into coastruction of statutes intentions of the legislature,..

except in so far as they are to be gatbered from .the
four comers of statutes before'them. Indeed, they
may not gather the intention from even the recorded

- speeches ol responsible Members.. It does often hap- -

pen that Parliamentary - draftsmen fail to- carsy .out
the intention of the legislature. Bat it is not the
unction of Judges to remedy the defect. ' The work is
esseatially the legislature’s. Judges interpret, do-not .
malke, laws. But we have in South Africa an Appellate.
Court which undoubtedly makes Iaws. And . thig
Syrian judgment is only one of the several instances -
that can be quoted to support our view. - No doubt,
the Law 3 of 1885 is -bad; no doubt, it betrays most
careless and incompetént draftsmanship; no’ doubt, -
its legal interpretation would bave placed the Grovern- .’
ment 10 an awkward predicament ; and finaily, there

| 18 not the sligl}test doub) that the Government would, -
. have been obliged,to amend the precious law so as to

exempt fram i3 opetation ity non-Hinda, nou-Mabom

| edan and mPar_see iriends from Asia sminor; Aag
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.- there’s the rub.”® The Judges have come to the
assistance of the Government. We have it from Mr,
_Winston Churchill that when grave political issues are
involved, Judges, who are, -after all, human, are.not
to be expected to be impartial.. The blame is not
theirs. The blame, if blame it be, lies in the very
constitution of human nature whick 1s so full of likes
and _dislikes, so full of passions. Even Supreme
Courts, therefore, have their limitations. In the pre-
sent instance, if the Judges had risen superior to their
surroundings, they would have given a legal decision

- which would probably have cleared much of the
Asiatic muddie. However, there is this consolation,

" that they have etred, as we humbly believe they have,
on the side of liberty. And we doubt not that when

" their own political prejudices do not come into play,
they will strain the construction of many of our ill-
drafted laws in favour ol the liberty of the subject,
even though he or she may be an Indian. ,

; _ A CASE FOR INQUIRY.

ELsEwHERE .we report a-case of cruel persecution of

ag Indian who was liable to pay the poll-tax of £3.
' The man gave a perfectly valid excuse for not paying
_ the balance of the tax. He said that he had under-

stood, after Mr. Gokhale’s. visit, that the tax was
“srepealed. ‘We well remember the remarkable scene
that occurred - during Mr. Gokhale’s visit to Mount
Edgecombe, at the Hon'ble Mr. Marshall Campbell’s
bungalow. Mr. Gokhale met there literally thousands
of Indians to whom the hope was certainly held out
by all the speakers, including Mr. Campbell, that
prohably the £3 tax-would go at an early date. Then,
on the strength of Mr, Gokhale’s speeches after his
interview with the ministers, we fear, this journal, too,.

. induced the poor Indians to believe that the tax was-

likely to be repealed -during the cutrent session.” But
the Ministers had willed otherwise, their assurance to
Mr Gokhale notwithstanding, What is, however, inhu-
‘ man in the judgment of the Magistrate is that he
. teceived the balance of the tax and then sentenced the
-man o fourteen days' hard labour.
" for inquiry. We would fain believe that our informant
i3 wrong. In justice to the Magistrate, as also to the
‘Indians, a fair-mpinded member of the Assembly will,
" we hope, question the Minister of Justice and elicit the
.true facts of the case. Such a member may also cer-
-tainly ask when the hidecus impost will be removed
.and whether, iz the meantime, the collection will be
made with some measure of leniency.,

. ['Sir Bisset Berry (Queenstown) dwelt on
v~ .- The Imperial Aspect

of the Indian question. It had been said, however, by
‘several members on his side of the House that a Bill of
that kind was not needed, and here he agreed. - What
they really wanted was the repeat of the Transvaal law
-of 1907. {Opposition cheers.) - If that were done, they
would get rid of a vast deal of trouble that had been
created in this connection, If the racial bar that that
- Act set up was removed as well, he thought that very
much of the trouble that had been created.in this
country would be got rid of. -The Minister should give’
- freedom of movement to those few Indians of a higher
status who were to be admitted from time to time ; but
there was nothing attempted in their favour-in this res-
pect in the Bill, Then there was the question of the
removal of that iniquitous and burdensome tax -on the
Indians in Natal—that tax ot £3 a head on every man,
" woman, and child in that Province,
year of the Union they repealed the polltax; but this
particular tax had never been repealed. He would like
a clear explanation from the Minister as to whether he
* did promise to Mr. Gokhale that that unfair tax was to
be removed, as he understood that Mr, Gokhale believed

It is a clear case

.. The Second Reading -.(contd) |

[ blunt.

During the first”

that he had a promise from the Government that it
would be removed.  He (Sir Bisset Berry) joined with
those who said that a Bill of that kind was toreign to all
their ideas of fair play and right, and that it was a
measure that could never be accepted by that House
and the Empire, if it were not shown that it was going
to avoid and settle all agitation in this matter of the
Indian question. Their fellow-subjects the Indians

. Were up in arms from one end of the Union to the

other, and there were threats that the passive resistance
movement would spread. They knew that when the
passive resistance began

There Would Be Trouble.

Seeing the stringency in some respects, and the utter
inadequacy in other respects, of the measure belore
them, he thought that the Bill should be withdrawn,
and that the Minister should make an attempt next ses-
sion to bring in a Bill dealing with the exigencies of the
subject, which should not be burdened and loaded with
unnecessary matter. (Opposition cheers.)

Mr. Mever (Harrismith) heartly supported the Bill.

Mr. Cravron (Zululand) said that, as an employer of
‘Indian labour, he stiil held that the Indian labourer—
not the artisan nor commercial man—had been of great
benefit to Nata! and South Africa. He dJid not share
the feelings of the member for Weenen (Mr. Meyler),
who declared himsel! glad that the immigration of
Irdian labourers had ceased. Geunerally, the sugar
planters had been credited with the influx, In 1908,
when the Commission sat, the Director of Immigrants
gave fgures showing that out of as,0c0 Indians
employed, 7,006 were employed on the sugar estates.
Other figures were: Tea planters, 1,722; general
farmers, 6,149 ; coal mines, 3,339; Natal Goverament
Railways, 2,371 ; domestic servants, 1,949 ; corporations,
1.062 ; brickyards. 740; wattle plantations, 606 ; land-
ing and shipping agents, 422 ; miscellaneous, 313.

Mr. CrESWELL {Jeppe) said that the whole responsi-
bility of the difficulty which South Alrica was in to-day
lay at the door of the Natal sugar planters, and that the
cost of any measure to set others right shonld be borne
by the same people. “He thought that everyone wasa
agreed that South Africa had made up its mind that it
was not going to remain the dumping grouad for the
superfluous population of Asia. It South Africa were
left to itsell it would be perfectly simple to deal with
the mstter in-a short Bill of one or two chapters; but
they were not free agents. If there was some formula
by which they could arrive at their end without injuring
susceptibilities, there could be no great harm in accept-
ing such formula. But he wanted to ask the Govern-
ment not to try to be too diplomatic, because by being
that they might do more harm than if they were fairly
The obvious solution of the difficulty was to
encourage the emigration of Indians from South Africa
He was not suggesting that they should coerce them into
going out of the country; but as owing to the attraction
of one Natal industry they were encouraged to come in,
50 an attraction should be offered them to go out.

Mr. QuiNN (Troyville) thought that the Bill, a3 at
present drafted, was an insult to their sense of fair play.

Mr. RunciMan (South Peninsula) said that the effect '
of this measure would be to accentuate the differences
which exist to-day in the four Provinces, ’

Mr StruseN (Newlands) urged that the Bill should
be withdrawn, and certain partd of the Transvaal
measure amended., .

Mr. Wirtsaire (Klip River) said that the people of
Natal did not wish to unload any part of their burden -

. on to the shoulders of any other part of the Union,

(Ministerial cheers, and derisive cries of “Oh! Not”) .
Those unfortunate men were brought here years ago, and ~

Had Rights as British Subjects

As he (the speaker) regarded it, the whole matter arose
from the point of view of sell-interest, and so it was to-
day. At the time these Indiaus were imported the
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plaoters could oot éarry on sucessfally without Indian
labour. The traders of Natal were always crying out
against those mea having licences. It was time that

‘Indian licences were being restricted, but the bolders of

such licences must have their rights protected.
"~ Mr Fawcus (Umlazi) said that he was opposed to
this Bill on the same grounds as he was to last year's
Bill, Tt was considerably too drastic as affecting the
interests of European smmigration. If they wished to
keep the number of Indians down in this country one
would have thought the most natural way to do it would

. bave been to keep Indian women out. He entirely

agreed with Mr. Creswell when the latter said that the
daoger they had to fear was the natural increase of the
indian,

Mr, Duncan (Fordsburg? detailed the objections of
the Opposition to the Bill. It was his iotention to
move an smendment to the second reading 8o as to give
the Government an opportunity of iuforming the House
of what they intended to do. , If the Minister gave a
satisfactory assurance on the points that had been
raised, thoy, on that side, would have no objection to
voting for the second reading. He (Mr. Duncan)
asked for guarantees that Clausw 4a would not apply to
Europeans; that the bar against an appeal from the
decision of the Immigration Boards would be removed ;
thet provision would be made for the test of immigrants
in Europe, and that there would be less drastic pro-
visions against the Iadians already in the country.
the Government to be instructed to iutroduce legislation
to deal with conditions which had arisen in the Trans
vaal under the Asiatic Restriction Act in force there.

The Minister’s Reply

The Hon. Mr. Fiscugr (the Mivister of the In-
terior) replying to the debate, said that the great ob-
jection to the Bill was the great power conferred on
the Minister. But all adinitted that, for the welfare of
South Africa, it was absolutely necessary to deal with

--any chance there might be of a great influx inte the

tountry, There was not the least intention to keep
out a single European who could be of any use to the
country, He considered the dangers so great, however,
that rather than leave the matter where it was, he

. would beg members to say lor once, ‘“trust the Minister

"to accept it."

with its execution.” (Opposition laughter.) Then as
regarded an appeal to the courts, continued the right
hon, gentleman, in no part of the world was an alien
entitied to go to the court of a country he did not be-
long to and claim the protection of that court. But
the Bill went further than most other countries, It
created ao Appeal Board, and that was depied in most
countries, They might, however, meet objectors in
the matter of the courts of appeal by moving that ap-
pellants find security, But there, he said again, “Give
us another alternative and I am prepared with gratitude
The Hon, Mr. Fischer, continuing, said |
that they (South Africa) were being urged, and correc-
tly urged, to settle this question, because year by year
1t was getting more difficalt. He hoped that he would
not be misunderstood by hon. members opposite when -
he said that, as a responsible Government they did not

like to appeal to the Imperial Government for aid in |*

our affairs, _In consultation with the Imperial Govern-
ment, he had been assured that, if this Bill went
through, it would be a satisiactory settlement as far as
they (the  Imperial Government ) were -concerned.
Every man of common sense would admit that it was

_ highly desirable that they should have the Imperial

Government with them on this important question. It
was, therefore, highly satislactory” to know that the
Imperial Government considered this a satisfactory
scttiement ol the question. The Minister went on to
deal with the remarks of Mr, Meyler, and was under-
stood to remark that the people would & bundred
-times: sooner have the Cape Malay than the Natal
Indisn. (Hear, hear.) He. would, however, do his
best to meet the criticism of the member for Fords-
burg (Mr, Duncan), The other points aod objections

to the clauses, the Minister said, could be dealt with
in Committee. They had had a Bill on twice before,
and they had better thrash it out, Certain amendments__
that had been made, the Hon. Mr. Fischer added,
would have his serions consideration, with a view to
meeting them as much as possible. The Minister pro-
ceeded to say that he was sorry that the “passive
resistance movement” had been mentioned, because
that very fact might compel them to- come to pl.am-.
language in the Bill, notwithstanding its -di_ﬁiculhes. .
They must not allow themselves to be defied. O
"~ Sir Tuomas Suartt (Fort Beaufort) said that -
members were, naturally, very much exercised by the -
statemest of the Minister that- the u]?ill. ;n:)t?;dl;d af*‘
reat Imperial principle, so far as the inhabitants of
%ndin vlrer]:,ee conmed. Vital points had been raised
in the discussion.” Although they on that side might .
be prepared to take the second reading, they would not™
be prepared to accept the measure in its present form,
because it introduced principles of such an objection--.
able character. He hoped that the Government, be-
fore going into Committee with the Bill, would favour-:
ably consider any reasonable criticisms levelled against
the very objectionable clauses, -.. . -~ -
The Bill was read a second iime. oL
The Committee stage was set down for Monday next, ,

- Boksburg Location.

Several natives and coloured persons resident in-the .
Old Location, Boksburg, were brought before Mr. S..
Elman, A.A.M., on the z5th ultimo, says the Transvaal ~
Leader, s the xesult of a police raid. .QOne batch of
18, including 10 women and eight men; were charged
with residing “ip the .Old Asiatic Bazaar, ‘they not
being Asiatics.” ' LT e

Sergt. M. Connellan deposed that on April. 22 the .
accused were found in various huts in the Old Bazaar, .
They said they were paying rent to Asiatics, The -
Bazaar was set apart by the Municipality for the use of
Asiatics. ’ - N I T

Cross-examined by Mr. Knight for the defence, -
witness said he could not swear that the old location

‘was a Bazaar set apart for Asiatics, -~ ~ -+ .

The Public Prosecutor, Mr, J. Henkel, admitted that ~
the Old Bazaar was set aside under Law 3 of 1885,
~ Mr. Knight asked for the discharge of the accused on™
the grounds that the old location had never been:

. transferred to the Municipality, nor. had it been set -
- aside for Asiatics under Ordinance 17, of 1905,

Accused were discharged accordingly. . -~ o

A similar charge against four Cape boys was with- - .
drawn. | - R -

Fout natives were convicted of residing on .premises ™ .
not set apart as a location for natives, and not being -
premises of their employers. - One was fined A2 and -
the other three were fined 1 each. * - L T

/‘A . ’ e -.‘\.‘K,-l‘» .
- Syrians Not ~Asiatics |

The following is a summary of She-judgment ot the ° .
Appellacte Court in the Syrian appeal — -

Lord De Villiers, in allowing the appeal with costs °
in the Appellate Division and the Court below and
ordering the respondent to register the land. in the
appellact’s name, remarked that in- constraing vague.”
expressions in statutes the Court should endeavou.t'.'f'
to ascertsin their popular sense, and the Court conld - *
not ignore the universal meaning attached to the. word
* European " throughout South Africa, although de= ™
parting from its primary sense. ' In the present case
there was no doubt that the object of the framers of
the 1885 Law was %o apply the law to coloured people .
and even yellow Asiatics, and not to apny white man, -/
as the appllcgnt was admitted to be. = If -the law were -3
t apply to him and other members of his race it woulq -
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be competent for the Government to indicate to them
the locations in which they were Lo tuside, a course
which it was admitted the Goverome=nt never atlempted
to pursue even in the time of the Republic. Louking
to the whole tenor of the law relating to locations
the Chiel Justice was quite satisfied that the Legisla.
ture in passigg the 1885 Act would have been horrified
at the idea of confining white men, even i they came
from Asia Minor, in locations like those set aside for
coolies, Arabs and other Asiatics. :

Sir James Rose Iunes, io the course of a concurring
judgment, said if the term * inboorling ” was not contin-
ed to coloured races, even a Jew from Palestine would be
relegated to a location, be conmpelled to carry a permit,
and be subject to the stringent restrictions of Act 2 ol
of 1go7 and similat legislation. -

Mr, Justice Solomon also concurred. -~

-

£3 Tax Persecution

We learn from a Verulam correspondent that an
Indian named Munien was brought up on a warrant be-
fore the Magistrate, Mr. Matthews, on the 25th ulto.
Munien was ordered some time ago to pay his £73
licence, which was in arrears, in monthly instalments.
He paid the instalment duly, but there was sull a
balance of £ 2 105 owing when he ceased paywment.
A warrant was issued for hig arrest s he had not
complied with the order of the Court, \Wheu asked
by the Magistrate why he had not paid up, he
replied that he bad been given to understand that the
law requiring payment of the licence had been
repealed. This rumour appears to have been freely
circulated in the Uistrict ever since the Hon. Mr.
Golkhale’s visit. The Magistrate asked him when he
would pay and he said that he would do so at once.
The money was accordingly paid. Thereupon, the
Magistrate ordered Munien to be imprisored for 14
days with hard labour for contempt of Court and to be
sent to Ndwedwe gaol to complete the senteace.  An
appeal has been noted. We understand that this is not
the first case of the kind that has occurred at Verulam.
It would secem to be the practice of the Magistrate to
secure payments of the arrears and then to sentence the
unfortubate defaulters to imprisonment for contempt
of Court,

[Nore: We refer to this matter in our leading
columns.—Ed. L.O.1 . .

Obituary

The death occurred in Ceylon on Friday, the z5th
ultimo, of Mrs. D. Vinden, the wite ot the Clerk and
Interpreter of the Magistrate's Office, Ladysmith. The
deceased was born in Madras and educated in Mauri-
tius, io iznglish, French and Tamil, and then was a
teacher in the Free Church Normal School in Madras
from 1855 to Sept. 1887 and then came to Natal, In
the samie year she was married at St, Cyprian’s Church,
Durban. She went with her husband to Ladysmith in
1888, aund in 1889 she started a School on her own
accouot until 13g3, and then the School beecame a
Grant-in-Aid one under the management of the then
Archdeacon J. Barker. In 1890, owing to ill-health,
she had to relinquish the appointment ard went to
Ceylon and -India for a change and returned with her
children about the end of that year. In December,
1911, she left tor Maurittus and Ceylon with her bas-
band and childen, and Mr. Vinden returned a few
months later. It was reported by cable on the z3rd
vltimo, that she was seriously ill, and the next dry a
cable was received to the efect that she had passed
aAwRY:

IZmay be recalled that Mrs. Vinden pluckily brought
an agtion for damages againet the Ladysmith Corporas
ion tor illegal srast  'The masc s often, quoted by the
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Tiwyers. Lt was a comuolete victory for Mre, v opig
She was airested for being without a pass which <h
was never required to carry. We extend our AV tny
to Mr. Vinden and the bereaved tamily, o

News in Brief

Mrs. Polak is collecting contributions for the Trans-
vaal Indian Women's Raziar.  She requests that thosa
willing to help, and who are aot sending direct to the
Transvaal, will kindly send their contributions to her
at 3 Southern Place;, Swmith Strect, Durban, Gifts of
clothing or findy wark witl be warmly welcomed,

Me. A, HL. Moosa, father of Mr. Ismail A, H,
Mouosa, the Treasurer of the Gokhale Reception Fund,
is expected to arrive at Durban with his family shortly
by the ss. Sandua.

In the Flouse of Assembly, cn lne 7th instant, Sie
David Hunter (Durban, Central) presented a  petition
from the trustecs of the various Molammcdan Mosijues
in Natal praying that 2 marniage officer of their faith
mizhit be appointed to celebrate the marriape of persnng
ol Mohammedan hith in the Natal Provioce.

Lady Jugmohandas writes o Miss Schlesin, regard-
ing the forthcoming Bazaar, that her committee has
collected nearly Rs, 2,000 { £7133 65 34.)  The com-
wittee have bought out of tms o choce collection ol
goods and the b.lunce—neaciy Rs, 1,000—they aresend.
ing by draft to be used by the Bazaar committee as
they think ht. We Pope that those South Alncan
Indian merchants who have not yet sent their quota to
the Bazaar comouttee will nov do so without delay,

Mr. Kharwa, who, it will be reimenmbered, lailed some
time ago to obtain judement trom Justice Broome for
refund of the deposit of £ 100, tade by him i respect
of an Indian iad, and imunorally, i oot illegally, with.
held from him by the Unien Government, appealed to
the Appellate Court trom Justice Broome's decision,
The appeal was heard last weck and, after spirited
argument on both sides, judgmoent was reserved.

A 8. G, Hoosen, Chatrman of the Apjuinan
Heduyathel Islam, Overport, has sent Lo the Mimster
of the Interior the following wire :—* On behall of my
Anjuman, T strongly protest Searle judgment,  Read
Tinmigration Bill, suppurt mass mecting, Johannesbury,
Pray grant request.”

A meeting of Indians was Leld on the 11th instant,
under the auspices ot the Cape British Indian 1nion,
to protest against the Iinmigration Bill, when resolu.
tions were passed suggesting (n) that the present Lill be
withdrawn; (b) that the conditions in practice in Natal
ang the Cape be left as they are, provided that Indians
domiciled in the Union shall have the right of entering
after a visit to any other country whencver he wishes
(¢) that the obnuvious Asiatic Act of 1goy of the
Transvaal be repealed.

A resolution was alse passid strangly deprecating the
decision of Mr. Justice Searle in the Supreme Court
withregard to Muhamuedan marriages, and praying the
Government  to  introduce  immediately  legistation
making those marriages valid throughout the Union,

Reuter's correspoudent at Ladysmith telegrapha that,
on the r4th instant, ut the Circuit Court, Mr, Justice
Gardiner gave an important tuling with regard to Indian
marriages, and held that a woman married according 0
Indian rites, but whose marriage was not registered in
terms of the law, was competent to give evidencd
againat her hugband.  In the course of his ruling, be
emphasised the fact thut the registration of the muarriope
was essential to ite validity.

Nori 1 This enly emphasizen the fact that an
!nginn narciugy (8 held to he jllegalambids L



