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"MASS MEETING at JOHANNESBURG

MASS Meeting of British Indians was held on
Suaday last at the Hamidia Islamic Society’s

— Hall, Vrededorp, to cronsider the - position
arising out of Justice Searle’s pronouncement in the

recent case of Bai Mariam. Delegates attended froz-

' g:;ﬁef o;ﬁnnEWigmg,
~ " T Teooni, Nylstroom, Newclare, Boks-
ourg, Eustenburg, and Krugersdorp, and messages of
support were_received from Zeerust and Lichtenberg.
At half-past three, Mr. A. M. Cachalia, the Chairman -
of the British Indian Association, opened the proceed-
ings. The following is the text of his speech, which
" was rendered into English by Mr, S, B. Medh, and
Snto Tamil by Mr. P, K. Naidoo. '

Chairman’'s Spee?/ )

Gentlemen,—At the very hour when the British
* lodians of South Africa are expecting the translation of .

the provisional settlement, entered into between the
Government and Mr. Gandhi; into law, comes the
startling news that the law of this country as it stands,
and uft may stand uoless the Government take heed,
pronounces the wives of Indians, married according to
the immemorial Hindu, Mahomedan and Parsee
custom (o be unmarried women, and the children of such
mariages to be illegitimate, i .

The effect of this is two-fold. Firstly, it strikes a
blow at our religious and national self-respect. It
announces, in effect, that our religions and customs
occupy & position of such inferiority as to be unworthy
of recognition in South Africa. Gentlemen, we decline
to accept that position, and demand, once and for all,
the recognition of the equal sacredness of our marrisge-
tie with the marriageie as comsummated among
Wastern geoples. 1 wish to draw no invidious com-
parisons, but I need hardly assure my hearers and those
who know anything of the domestic life in the East that
the marital relationship in the Orient is in every way as
sacred as in the West. We are accredited with the

" possession ol a certain measure of sentiment. I can
conceive of o attitude that could be adopted towards
us more calculated to affront Indian septiment than an
attitude holding up to contempt the religious sanction .
under which our marriage ties are formed snd which
regards our status as husbands and wives and parents
with disrespect.  The Govemment of India has ever
been most careflul to recognise such Indian sentiment,
and to give the fullest possible play and recogniticn to
Indinn customary law. This brings me to the second
point,

. If the judgment of Mr. Justice Searle in Bai Mariam’s
" .-case is to stand good and to be held as applicable to
.+ the whole of the Union of South Atrica, the Transvaal

. Immigration Law el 1907 will require emendivg in
‘other respects than those contemplated under the

provisional settlement. At present the terms  prohibit-

j
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ed immigrant” does not include the wife or mino,

child of any person who is not a prohibited immigrant -
The term “ wite” in this sub-section 8 (e) has hitherto
been construed to include owr understanding of the

married as our marriages are consecrated in India,

respective wives into this Province, ~The term “ wite "
as now defined by Mr. Justice -Searle’s judgment will

Repisteved at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper.
Price TRERErSxcE e

~wore “mife.” and Mahomedans, Hindus and .Parsees,

_have, under the law, been allowed tointroduce their -

mean that our wives are no longer wives in the eye of

the law, that those who are already here may possibly -
be treated as prohibited immigrants, - and that those

of us who have'not yet brought our wives here maybe -

precluded from doing so on the ground
not married tous atall. - - - - . .

It will, 1 think, be admitted by those of us who have
had experience in the matter that sufficient obstacles

that they are
; 4

and difficulties ate already placed in the way of Indians
endeavouring to take advantage of this section under 7
the existing Immigration Law. Not infrequently, all .

manner of impossible proofs affecting our -wives and
our children are demanded of us, and now, as if to
amake our task absolutely impossible, such of us as
propose to. bring our wives to South Africa are told
that we must prove them to be married to us in 2 man.

ner that marriages never take place among us, and "

that, uoless we do this, our wives will not be recognised -
as such, and, consequently, may not joir us in Sonth

Africa. I need hardly point out the consequences '
inseparable from a position such as this. Apart from -
the enforced separation -between husband and wite, -

such an interpretation of thé law makes our children -

illegitimate with most serious consequences to those of .

us who have any property in this country which would, .

ir the ordinary course, devolve upon our children.

Jadeed, the results of this judgrent are so far-reaching, —

that it is & little difficult at the moment to fully appre- -

ciate its seriousness.” One thing is; however, certajin .
that the law, if Mr. Justice Searle’s judgment correctly ™

states it, must with the least possible delay be altered.
We cannot consent to our wives and children having-

rl

2 bar sinister registered against them. We cavmot .

acquiesce io the veiw that our mamisges “are not mar. .
tiages because they do not comply with, the particalar
formula adopted in South Africa.” We refuse to_have

our children branded as illegitimates,"and we respect-——

fully call upon the Government. to immediately
take steps to secure to uy our natural as well as our

legal rights to bring our wives and minor children -

‘imto this courtry and, for that purpose, to -correct
any defect or to make good aoy omission or ambiguity-
in thF law of this Province snd in those of the other
Provinces of the Union of South Africa. . -

{ Gentlemen, I hag hoped that our conflict with the
Goveroment was over. Qur people have fought and
suffered for what some were pleased to Tegard as mere

S
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sentiment. Few people rejoice in suffering, and we
are not anxious to again raise the standard of Passive
Resistance. But we have still some fegard for our
honour, and if, as personally I cannot consider possible,
the (Fovernment should refuse or fail to meet us in this
most vitzl matter, then I fear that we may yet have to
cobsider how far the days of fighting are over and
whether we may not again have to adopt the one means

- at our disposal, the one means we consider legitimate,

to bring about a remedy. . . _
To this effect, resolutions will be put to you, lor

" which I request your careful consideration.

- v~ The Resolutions

The following resolutions were submitted :—

«"Thig mass meeting of British Indians, held under
the auspices of the British Indian Association, ex-
presses deep distréss and disappointment at the decis-
ion of ‘the Cape Provincial Division ol the Supreme

- Court, whereby. non-Christian ladian marriages, cele-

't

!

1

. throughout the Union.”

brated according to the tenets of the great faiths prevail-
ing io India, and which marriiges are recognised by
law in India, are invalidated; and respectfully- and
earnestly requests the Government to introduce remedi-

" al legislation recognising the validity of such marriages

.- “This meeting is of opinibn that the decision relerred

‘to in the loregoing resolution is calculated, if logicelly
oG, 0 Uistuly lnaia dumestic relations, to

; break up established homes, to put husband and wife

.-asunder, to deprive lawful children ‘of their inheritance,

, » or of -the advantages, in. some parts of the Union, of
.. the [aw of inheritance as to succession and transfer

a

“duty, and to prevent the entry into South Africa of
"~ the lawful wives -and children of Indians entitled to
<. reside within the Union.” :

R This meeting is further of opinion that the ques-

" tibus arising out of the decision are of such vital im-

~v'portance to the British Indian population of South

‘t.
;é.-“.r_ adopt Passive Resistance.”

“-Africa that, unless the reliel requested is granted, it

- will become the bounden duty of the community, for
“ithe protection of its womanhood and its honour, to

4} % This Meeting of British Indians authorises the

™ Chairmaa to forward copies of the forgoing resolutions

", suffered so bitterly for the last six years, he did not -

~~to the Union Government, the Imperial Government
v andthe Indian Government.” - '

L

- Mr; - Ebrahim 8. Coovadia ' moved  the first

~ resolution, Mr. 8. Padiachy, Chairman of the Pretoria

" Tamil Society, in seconding, said that, although they

think that what they bad suffered was aoything at all in
comparison with the disgrace which they were now
called vpon to suffer, and he -hoped that, in order to
maintain the honour of their religion and the honour
ol their . Motherland, all Hindus, Mahomedans and
Parsees would unite to secure relief,. Mr, D, Kalianjee
supported the resolution, The resolution was carried

. unanimously, Mr. Ritch then explained the legal
.positio¥ , :
Mr.*Ritch said he supposed that most of sthem

—

who hazd wives. and children in this country
thought that they were married and were legitimate
fathers. They were quite wrong. According to the
law of this country .they wers not married. Their
wives were not wives and their children were illegiti-

| . mate, and the sooner they realised that fact ‘and the

- sooner they insisted upon the Government puttiog that
-siraight, the sooner, he thought, they would respect

. themselves and other people would respect them, The

‘whole question was what constituted a wile. + Accord-
ing to South Alrican law, a wife was a woman who
was matried according to the custom of this country,
that is who was mamried before a Marriage Officer.
India was a continent, India was a land in which there
was a whole multitude of customs, Well, he did not
know much ol India, but he was sure that the law-
makers of this country knew very much less than he
did, and they knew very very much less than the most

ignorant man in the Indian community in this country. .
Now they bad made a law, and they ought to have
known, they must have known, that the laws of the
Transveal aud the laws of South Africa must be made
to fit Indians just as well as Europeans. They knew
how to make laws to fit Indians, laws that would send
them to gaol They knew how to make .laws that fit-
ted Indians, demanding of them thumb and finger
impressions, demanding all sorts of indignities, but
they did not know how to make a law that zllowed for
and recogoised Indian marriages, that nllowed for the
legitimacy of children born of Iodian matriages, Those
of them who had wives in South Alrica matried cither
according to the Mahomedan religion and custom or to
the Hindu religion and custom, or to the Parsee re-
ligion and custom, were in daoger now that their wives
might be found ‘to be prohibited imwigrants. They
should remember that there was not an Indian woman
who was admitted there and whose husband had not
had to fight to get there. There was scarcely one
little child admitted to this Province, the child ol a
lawfully resident British Indian, whose {ather had not
had to fight a hard fight to get him there, and he did
not suppose that anybody knew more about that than
he did. Nobody had been concerned with more  of
those fights than he bad. Nobody could tell him how
many obstructions and obstacles could be placed in

1 the way of lawiully resident Indizns gettiog their little

ones e Tulrg, with them, nobody could teil him of

y afinglOR .
and dodges were placed in the road by the Imuongra-

tion Officer and the Immigration Department in order
-to keep out women and children entitled to come
there. But to-day they were face to face with much
more than tricks and dodges, they were face to face
with the fact that they had the law dead against them,
The law said to-day that their wives were not wives,
and, if they were not their wives, they werc prohibited
immigrants, and he thought the law would say equally
that, seeing that their wives were not wives, even th
children were prohibited immigrants, and they migh
yet be face to face with this: that their wives might be
arrested as prohibited immigrants and that their minor
children, too, might be arrested as such.

When certificates had been brought in regard to their
wives and children, they had been fung aside as not
worth ‘the paper on which they were written. They had
had to bring witnesses at great expense to Barberton
and Volksrust to swear that thev knew such and such a
woman and such and such a man and that they had
been muarried according to the Hindu or Mahomedan
religion and custom in Indis. In future, although five
hundred witnesses came f{orward to prove that they
koew that a certain man and & certain woman were
lawfully married according to religious custom, it
would be ol no avail, because the woman would not
be regarded as a wife. The Immigration Law and
thie Regiatration Law which were intended to kill out the
Indian population there and were intended to
absolutely prevent any more Indians coming there, had
proved, in the opinion of the Goverament, a dead
{ailure. The Government fell that, although the grown-

the wives could come, well after the wives came the
children. ‘That was the reason why the authorities had
made that further move, il was o further step in the
directionof limiting and killing out the Indian population
in South Airica, He had put to thenr the legal position,
He had put to them the possibilities, and now what they
had to consider was this ;- What were they going to do?
Were they going to sit down quietly under an insuy
which made them contemptible in the eyes of the peo-
ple, among whora they lived. Were they going to sit
‘down quietly and have their sacred religious customs
trampled under loot, because a lew people in South
Alrica were so ignoraot that they did wot understand
the sacredness of Eastern married life and Eastern
custom. Were they going to have their wives, when

they wanted them, separated forcibly (rom them and

the tricks and dodges that Gua ﬂ‘hfiﬂ.‘f' what tricks

ups wers not coming, the children were coming ; and, if -
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tumed out of the country? Again, the law of succes-
sion in this country was a very curious law, Indians
might not bold fixed properity in this country, but they
could hold what was called personal or mowvable
property. Now if 2 man died in South Africa without
having made a will, his property devolved on his wife if
he had one, and to his legitimate children, if he had
any. Otherwise, if he had not got & wiie or legitimate
children, very serious consequences followedy con-
sequences in regard to his properly in which the
Goveroment Jook a very great interest. Now, it
they bad no wile there, if the law of the land

" did not recognise their womenkind to be their

wives and their children to ba their children, there

were very serfous consequences possible with regard to -

their property, if they died without having made a will,

hese were things with which he did not wish to trouble
them in detail, but he wished to point out how very lar-
reaching in its consequences might be the Cape
decision. In his opinion, their honour demanded, their
wordly interests demanded, that they should leave no
stone unturned, that they should waste no time in turn-
ing the stone, that they should never rest until the law
was 50 altered that their status among the people in

whose midst they lived, should be fairly and securely -
established, and the only way in which that could be -

done was by their never rcstingbumil theit demand was
granted. This demand should be that the Gopvernment
shall, without any delay nat ali, bring in some
amendment or alteration of the -law, that it shall no
longet place a bar sinister against Indian ladies and their
children. The mark that was against their wives to-day
was the matk that was against unmarried women in this
country who had children. He wanted to drive that
home to them, He wanted them to realise where they
stood. If they realised that, he beljeved that there was
not a single Indien, possessed of a grain of self-respect;

who would sit still or sleep at night and kaow that his |

wife was regarded es o common woman and his children.
- He asked them to consider and to act.

agjllegitimate.
%‘ha second resolution was proposed by Mr. Jeevanjes

avaria, seconded by Mr. H. D, Mall, supported by
Messts. M, S, Coovadia and Peter Moonlight, and
-~ carried. ‘

_ The third resolution was moved by M. Muthuranga :

Padiachy, who sajd that they must fight to the bitter
end and sec that some recognition was given to their
religion in this country. The resolution was seconds
ed by Mr. M. E. Nagdee, (Warmbaths), supported by

" Mr, Justice Searle, in the course of his judgment,
said that the Courts of this country had always set
their faces against the recognition of these  so-called
Mohammedan matrizges as legal unions, _githougb
by Act 16 of 1860 of Cape Colony provision was
made whereby warriage officers could solemnise such
marriages,  and thus give them walidity. Until so
solemnised they remained out of the pale of legal
unions, and the appl'cation wus refused, )
[Note : We deal with the above~in our leading
columos.—Ed. 1.0.] -

THE STORM-SIGNAL -

JOHANNESBURG, as was quite proper, has given the
storm gignal, The mass meeting, called by the British
Indian Association, was a thorough success. M,
Cachalia has given a réspectful but firm waming that
there are some Indians in South Africa who are pre-
pared to give their all for the sake of their and their
country’s honour. The meeting passed resolutions
which we doubt not %ould
eamest atteation. - w )
Indeed, it would appear that the meeting has already
produced some effect on the mind of the Government.

recgive the Government’s -

Reuter’s report of the Johannesburg mesting is quickly ~
followed up by an ‘inspired explanation of the Searle

judgment. The wire, which we publish in full, is
a lame and poor “attempt to whittle down the full

- effect of Justice Searle’s judgment. The Jona fides of
. Bai Mariam is’questioned. - The question of polygamy

has been guite gratuitously introduced, But - the
Searle judgment is too clear and two precise to. need
uny explanation,. The Jeamed Judge himself said that
it was & test case.. It was treated as such by both the
parties, and the only issue before him was whether

marriages, #clemnized according to the tenets of Tslam, .

could be recognized by the Cape-Coutts for the pur -

poseg of the Immigration Law: - His Lordship’s de-
cision on the point 1s unequivocal and emphatic: Such

marriages are iovalid. It'is on this that the protest
of the Johannesburg meeting is based, - The Govemn- -

ment oy not, they dare not, follow up the case to its
" logical extent. But the legal possibilities are there..

They were clearly brought out by Mr. Ritch, in his=
speech before the meeting. There'are some things :-
which we may aot worry aver until the actuality stares
us in the face ; but there are some other things whose. '
possible happening, too, must be. avoided at all cost,> -
No Indian busband can rest under the -possibility of . *
his wife’s status being questioned and all the.conse- .
quences of the possibility becoming an actuality, . .
It was, therefore, we consider, a most proper thing f?
for Mr. Cachalia -to convene the meectitig, whose '
. demand cannot be abated by reason of the go-called -

Messrs, Imama A, K. Bawazeer {Chairman of the
Hamidia Isiamic Society) Molvi Saheb Mahomed Jan,
Thambi Naidoo (Chairman of the Tamil Benefit
Saciety), P. N, Pillay, Pragji K. Desai, M. D. Desai, .
P, K. Naidoo, S, B. Medh, and Raochhod Patel, and
carried with acclamation. "Mr. P, N, Pillay said it was
well-known that the Hindu religion and the Mahome-
dan religion wvere not -religions of yesterday, -and
he was sure that the Union Government and ail other
Governments were aware what Indian religious customs
were, and if they did ndt respect them or give heed to

what they snid, it was their duty at all costs, even if
they were sent out of the country, to maintain the hon-
our of their religion. Their religion had been assailed,
and they could not sit stilt under the insult, It was

their duty to move, for in that way only could they
hope to succeed -

"~ AR Hspired Explahation'

" Capetown, April 25 (Reuter).—The immigration

caso referred to in the Johannesburg telegram, with

¢ Tegard to the wmasy meeting of Indians, was heard in

thehCapa Division of the Supreme Court ou March
20th, . -t

It appears that Esop, an Indian living at Port
Elizabeth since 1902, obtrined a permit to g0 to
Indis, where he contracted a marriage, under Moham-
medan rites, with one Bai Mariam, who Sought

. Admission into South- Africa. The marriage was

‘\nclmiued by the applicant to be polygamous.
N _ S

- of Indiaus is unsatisfactory

explanation.
Tamils were the greatest ‘sufferers during

that the other towns of South

ion, - It_was fitting, too, that, in point of time, 1 -
the Tamil meeting should have been the first.,, The"
est “the. late! "
struggle. . They are now in the foretront, We hope
Africa will. follow . °
Johannesburg’s Jead and support its action.~ Above. -

-

| all, we sincerely hope that the Government -will not
miss the golden opportunity they heve; during the -

passage of their bill, of coaceding the very just request .

of the mass meeting.
! —% -‘

His Highness the
Lallubhai Samaldas, in

Indian Public Services
Europeans coming from'

x

giving evidente befare the

colonies ,whose ' treatmep

should be debarred

Indta.” ! lm-m_ ente?i-ng tlAner public sefvtices o

Lommission, suggested that -
(South Africs, for instan‘cg), '

Aga Khan and the Hon. Mr. .



APRIL 5TH, 1913

82 - S INDIAN OPINION

The Latest Licensing Scandal

i  We publish below the objections lodged by the

' opponeats of Mr. Khamissa Ebrahim, who was recently
refused the transfer .of his licence by sthe Estcourt
Licensing Board, and the reasons of the Provincial
Licensing Officer for the issue of the licence. The
documents show still more clearly the gross nature ot
the injustice to Mr. Kbamissa Ebrahim and the
scandalous bias displayed by the Board —

* Statement of Objections

1.—That .the Residents of the District view with
great concern the probability of an Arab being allowed
to open a store in it, having beew to no little trouble

- and expense in the past-to keep the District- free of |

" Indian storekeepers and hawkers. ‘They consider that
. it is against the. best interests of the district to have
them, as it would probably be the means of outlet for
stolen goods, especially farm produce, such as poultry,
eggs, potatoes, etc., and would put a premium' upon
‘petty thefts by the native population. . :
. 2.~—Situated as-it is upon & mazin road, there is
very little doubt that waggons passing to and fro would
"beused as 4 means of transport for goods without the’
" bwner being any the wiser. .- i
" ¥ 3.~That it might attract bad characters about, and
. svould to a certain extent have a demoralising influence
- 'upoit the'neighbourhood..
'; I“;i‘.‘-:*'i[hat,the gentleman, upon whose farm the store
* ih being erected was the most strenuous -opponent of
. & license granted for the same purpose, some three
.. yehrs ago, upon a peighbouring farm ; therefore we
i consider it pnly - fair that it should be disallowed in
:thig instavce alsos . ' :
% ..~ The Licensing Officer’s Reasons

‘le-«Ihe Applicant, Khamissa Ebrahim, has had -a’

wretail store at Enpersdale for the past seven years, and
' durityg that time he has carried on his business in
- -terms of and according to the requirements of Act 18
v ol xBoy. b N -
" :@~In 7472 the farm upon which Khamissa Ebrahim's
" store'is. situate was sold to Mr. A. Carter, who, on the
. 319t May, ro12, gave the Applicant notice to quit the
- farim ‘and remove his store building by June 3otb, 1912,
+¢'3~~0n 1i5th July, 1912, K. Ebrahim submitted an
' application for transfer from Ennpersdale to new
- premises situate on J. Van der Merwe’s farm * Craig”,
', Tabamhlope: -The application was opposed, and I re-
b fused-it,* ‘An appeal was noted but withdrawn.
#4  4==Ori 16th September, 1972, a third notica to quit
" was gerved on K. Ebrahim requiring him to remove all
- store buildings and vacate his premises by October 31st,
1912, and waraing him of his liability to damages in the
~event of his not leaving in terms -of the notice,
(Letter from Mr. Attorney Heller, dated 16th Septem-
;ber, 1912, 2 T . . .
~ §~—0n September goth, 1912, a second application
for transter was. submitted by K. Ebrahim to- new
premises -situated on the Emangweni Mission Station.
This application was also opposed and refused. :
... 6,~0n December 2nd, 1912, K. Ebrahim submitted
o third application, being the subject of the present
appeal. This application was opposed and approved of
on 28th December, 191z, Mr. A, Carter granted a
' further, but final, tenancy to. K. Ebrahim till March
~ gist, 1913 {agreement dated 25th January 1913}, The
applicant, K. Ebrabim, by reason of the various notices
to quit his premises at Ennersdale, coupled with tbreats
of legal proceedings, has been compelled to seek transfer
af his- license to other premises, and was entitled to
counsideration. - : :
- ge-Petitions “A” and “ B” in favour of the Applicant
- were put in, and supported by the swom evidence ot
several of the European signatories.
8.—The three first' grounds of objection by Mr.
Frapcis C. Robinson and others contained serous
allegations against K. Ebrahim's character and bis

method of conducting his buiness, but the Objector’s
ew.dence eatirely failed to substantiate them. Ope
objector, Mr. Lycett Glass, (ailed to.put in an ap-
pearance, or notify me that he did not intend to appear
and oppose the applicition.

9.—The applicant, by reason of the position into
which he was forced, and by the fact that, for the past
seven years, he has conducted his business in a fair and
honest manner and complied with the tequirements of
Act 18 of 1897, was entitled to receive fair and
equitable treatment,
- 10.—I excercised the discretion vested in me upder -
Section 5, Act 13 of 1397, and granted the transfer in
terms of Sub-section “A,” Section 135, Act 43 ol 1898,

Some Legal Effects of the Cape
Judgment

(SeEciAL TO INDIAN OPiNION)

1t is necessary that readers of INpiaw OpinioN should
realise how far-reaching is the judgment delivered by
Mr. Justice Searle, in the Cape Provincial Division of
the Supreme Court, in the matter of Bai Mariam. In
effect, the judgment declares that all non-Christian
Indian marriages, unless legalised before a civil
marriage officer or, in Natal, registered with the Pro-
tector of Indian Immigrants, whether contracted within -
or outside South Africa, and solemnised according to
the religious custom of the contracting parties, are
invalid, The natural consequence of the decision is
to illegitimatise the children of such marriages and to
brand the wives as concubines. There is, therefore,
nothing to prevent immigmtion officers lrom refusing
to admit, in fature, any Indian women and children
into South Alfrica, on the ground that they are not
“wives " or “children” of domiciled, resident, regis.
tered, or otherwise protected Indians within the meag-
ing of the law. The alleged need for the infamous
“wives ¥ circular and the demand for birth-certificates
in the case of Indian winor boys seeking to rejoin
their parents in South Africa, disappear. Beyond this,
it is competent for immigration officers to procure the
depottation of every Indian woman and child at present
in the Union, save those specially protected as above,
on the ground that they are prohibited immigrants.
Thus, the supposed safeguards of the Provincial immi-
gration laws, protecting the families of lawfully resident
Indians, are automatically destroyed. The decision,
too, cuts directly at the root of the provisional settle-
ment now awaiting legalisation, The essence of that
settlement, apart from the removal of the racial bar,
was the preservation of existing rights as they were
then recognised. 1f the wording of the new Bill is
the same as that of the earlier aboriive measures, no
protection is now conferred upon the families of law-
fully resident Indians or of those who may be allowed,
in future, to enter the Union under the education test.

Finally, serious problems of inherftance are involved.
Under the system of Roman-Dutch law that prevails
in South Africa, unless there existy an ante-nuptial or,
in Natal, a post-nuptial contract, the property of the
marriage beloogs jomtly to the two contracting parties,
In the event of the intestate death of either of them,
the surviving spouse i3 the sole owner of oae hall ol
the joint property, the other half going to the next
heirs of the decensed. In ordinary circumstances,
these are the lawful children. The Searle judgment
however, robs the wile and children of their rights of
ownership zod inheritance where the husband and
father dies intestate, the estate going to other heirs,
where these are to be found, or to the State, the widow
being deprived of her half-share.

In Natal, where succession duty is chargeable on
the estates ol deceased persons, the surviving spouse
is altogether exempt from payment, and the children
paying ope per centum, as against five per centum
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payable by other persons. The Searle judgment com-
pels all surviving spouses and children to pay the full
duty. Simitarly, the surviving spouse and the children
are exempt from transfer duty upon immovable propesty
transferred from the estats of a deceased person.. In
future, Indiany, in these circumstances, must pay the
full duty. o - v .
.- A CHessEL PIQUET.

" Moderan Civilisation

The cases of *depersonalisation” in which Dr.
Dagnan-Bouveret, of Paris, intercsted himself, as
described in The Standard, have served to draw
attention to the fact that if this curicus lorm of nervous
disease is not entirely new it is, at any rate, becoming
more common. Though it is one of the many forms
of maladics of the nerves, it is remarkable that Eastern
nations do not sufier to the extent that Western nations
do! from * nerves.”

Enfecebled will, one of the main symptoms of a
person's drift towards ' depersonalisation,” was de-
scribed by & West.end doctor to a representative
recently as one of the outcomes of our civilisation.
# Depersonalisation,” he said, *is a new disease, in
the sense that ordinary people koew nothing of it
until within recent years. It is the stress of modern
life which has caused this state of things, and the fact
that men and women are more apt nowadays to take
artificial mtimulants to brace themselves up. Drugs
such a» morphine, opium, and cocaine, are responsible
for quite as much enfeebled wills as any constitutional
defect. : - . .

i But at the same time there i the terrible fact that
at present we actually encourage the multiplication of -
persons of feeble mind, The birth-rate among the
fceble-minded is over 7 per cent,, while among the
healthy working classes it is barely above 4 per cent.
An ordinary sum in arithmetic will show that the day is

" not lar distant when this problem must be faced, |

Feeble-minded persons are the result, not the beginning,
of the maltady of which Dr. Dagoan-Bouveret writes.
* Not ouly is the modern stress and scramble respon-
sible for many of these diseases of the mind and narves,
but our civilisation is largely responsible for the fact
that there it now no class ol society who give them-
selves up to scholarly meditation. . In Tudia civilisation
. has completely changed the mode of life. of the whole
nation, and not long ago a Buddhist priest of high
standing told me that be did not think that.there were
a dozea priests out of the many hundreds in India who
could give themselves up to concentrated meditation.
Modern civilisation in the East has taken away the
inclination ol these men for scholarly attsinments,
They find it impossible to give up their lives to
philosophy. - Even the people who used to be content
to work two hours a day now toil for six hours in the
tace for commercial supremacy. In- that instance we
see civilisation begin its work of devastating the race ; in
this country we see a race of nerve-ridden people whose
civilisation is developing nervous maladies hitherto un-.
known. It is the law of compensation.”

Major Leonard Darwin, in his opening address to the
Tuternational Eugenics Congress, did not take a very
rosy view of the outcome ot modern civilization, ~ * The
history of the past,” he said, ' afforded them no right
whatever to prophesy a continued improvement in the
immediate future in the lot of their race—no, not even
in the right to deny the possibility of the decadence of
any pation. In fact, pride in their past achievements
must not make them turn & deaf ear to the warningg
which come from a study of the laws of heredity.
- Indeed, many circumstances brought to light in recent
tavestigations ought to force them to consider whether
the progress of Western Civilization was not now at a
standstill, # nd indeed whether they were not in danger
of an &xtual retrograde movement,”

introduced much sooner. -

: »

News_in Brief. -

"M, Polak, #ho intends to open a solicitor's office .
in Durban, bad to undergo an examination in the
Natal Statutes and the case law. Our readem will be
glad to learn that Mr. Polak has passed his examination
creditably, scoring 171 out of 220 marks, iz, nearly
78 per cent.” __ L.

In the Durban Circuit Court, on the 27th ultimo, -
Mr. Ahmed Saheb, on behalf of his son Adool Gatoor, .-
was granted a three-months’ extension of time as rega._rds )
the interdict upon the Immigration Officer, restraining .-
him from ‘deporting Gatoor, in order that plaintiff
might procure evidence to satisfy the officer, and
thereby enzble him to allow the boy to land, - P

Mr. Ameeroodeen, on behaif of his son Jahimddin, .
secured an order similar to that granted in the matter
of Gafoor. The Restriction Officer was represented -
by Mr. D. Calder in both cases. - : :

P

Au article eatitled * Indian Passive Resistance in
South Atrica,” by Mr. M. K. Gandhi, appears in the {
March issue of the Sowtk African Friend, 3 quarterly *

" magazine representing the views of the Quaker com- ~
~ muvity, which, as is well-known, pre-eminently devotes:
its energies to the promotion of peace and goodwill.”:

Dr. Hev‘m't. in the Honse of Assembly, said that, as Ehe
conditions of life become more strenuous in this coun

try, we must expect lunacy to increase: He also said
- that it is in the power of any two. medical men, by -.

simply filling up a short and simple form, to get any
person placed in confinement for a year or two years,

: 1:;nd without involving themselves.in serious Tesponsi-
ﬂitY- - T . e . e e 2

The Whole Council Committee df the Durban Town
Council reports that- Mr. “O." H. A.- Jhaved wrote
inquiring what provision, it any; the Corporation was
prepared to make to enable the Indian public to enjoy

sea bathing facilities, - The Committee recommended

reply that the Council was-not prepared at this juncture ~
to consider” the provision of bathing facilities for
Indians, - -~ - |, T v - S

—— o <
In reply to Sir Thos. Smartt, the Prime Minister’
said that a Bill would be introduced dealing with -

immigration into South Africa ata very early date, and

it was the Government’s intention to have this measyre ~ -
passed ioto law during the present session. "As & mat--

ter of fact, if it had not been for the illness of thé -
Minister of the Interior, this Bill would have been .

The Rev. James Whittle, in the course of a sei'ﬁl‘énfﬂ:' |
delivered at St. Saviour's Cathedral, Maritzburg, dwelt ~
on interior quietness, and said, among the foes destruc- .~

' tive of it were lile without an ideal, and a surrender to™

modemn materialism. Mr. Whittle urged the duty of .
the simplification of life, - T T

. -

s

In his book, entitled *The Empire of Ihdia,"’ Sir. -
Bampfylde Fuller says : “ The India Office in London . .
costs 600,000 a year, the whole of which is charged --
to the Indian revenues. To the cost of the Colonial® :

-Office, the Dominions and Colonies have not been

expected to contribute.” - He remarks that the army -
and police absorb 42 per cent. of India’s net income, -
and he pointe out that “home charges ” are expensive, -

- -__-— -
 One can hardly believe it, (said Mr. Maurice -
Evans; the other evening, in the course of 2 lecture),” -
but we are told by authority that 1,500 European .-
men angi women were in gaol in Johannesburg )
at ohe time - for ullicit- Liquor .seliing. - The profits
:t:e emoubs,ec:nd a large” class -are atimcted 1o

e use of this opportunity to -~ '
money without labour, . ppo -'t-y . mgke_

e,
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Continujng, he said : Ip this matter of what is

calied the hlack . peril, we act in 'a. fatuous .

fashion. Instead of dealing with causes, we only
consider effects, and then our. one remedy is
the drastic punishment of the individual ofiender.
By this we hope to terrorise those who may teel
any temptation to commit this -crime. Not only
will reflection show this to be an uolikely result,
but experience proves that it is pot 2 deterrent.

. . N
The special correspondent of TAs Engineer, des-
cribing the buildings of Bombay, says “one could

. have wished they had presented a " more Oriental

. appearance.. It is the West come to the East and
endeavouring to enforce character and tone entirely

~ foreign and incongryous to the situation,

R S S
v Only about one-fifth of_the British wheat supply is

The Montenegrin Minister in London says that for

the loss of 15,000 killed and wounded, and six manths’ |

economi¢ paralysis they are given a tiny, valueless strip

otland. So it seems, after all, that the object of going

' to war-was to gain a big piece of land.

"grown by the British farmer, the rest all- coming from
abroad.. The total imported was, nearly, 274 million

" quarters, ‘which came most from India, next from

.- .Canada, followed by the United States, Argentine, and

T Auvstralia; and least (among the principal countries)

“from Rnssia. Qone of the most remarkable develop-

' menls has been the Indian supply.

So recently as
' 1908-g- India came rather a bad fourth on the list of

. wheat-supplying countries, Capada third, and the

- Argontine and the United States respectively firat and
. second. ' But the Indian expost made a big jump up in

-y 140910, and a further one in

1916-11,

¥ _(magl_n'tained this pew highlevel in 1911-12,
a o - -

G - -
L% Hpeaking on the Naval® Estimates, in the House of
“* Commons, last week, the First Lord of the Admiralty .

>

said ;% The evil and insensate folly of what is now

"+ taking place, here and all over the world, is-so patent
. tiy the meéanest intelligence that a concerted effort to

- trade or practise a profession.

. ghrest it should surely be the first of international ob-

“jects, .. . . . . We see the ship types of every

" naval Power superseding those of the previous year

_ with remorseless persistency, and scores of millions
- being absolutely squandered, while every year all the
‘naval Powers are making not only the fleets of their
rivals, but their own fleets obsolete, without adding to
their relative strength or actual security.. Could any

. pracess be more stupid?” And yet he maintained
- that Britain was forced to go on building ships because.
. other nations were doing the same. ’

Writing in the Chresttan Commonwealth, the' Rev.
E. W. Lewis, of the Kiog's Weigh House church,
" London, says >—* I am sure that ministers ol religion
ought to be poor, I would eliminate the minister's
stipend altagether ; T would have him depeondent vpon
charity, aad, it he must marry, would make him ply a
Most ministers live
. long enough to know that they are hampered in their
‘handling af the Ward of Liteby their stipend.. Usually
we find It out tao late, when we have already accepted
epcumbrances and responsibilities which we cannot re-
pudiate ; but most ol us do find out that we should be
ten times stronges if we were poor; ten time more

’ ingpqndent,'toq, and correspondingly more effective.”

A well attended meeting of the Tamil Benefit Society
was held in Johaonesburg, on-the 26th ultimo, far the
purpose of considericg the judgment. of Mr. Justice

-

Searle delivered at Capetown on the 14th ultimo, in '

which the wile of Mr. Hassan Essop, a lawiul resident
of the Cape Provioce, Was prevented from landing,
owing to the couple being married according to
Mahomedan rites, and nat in accordance with tha

- requirements of the Cape warriage law, e, according

and it

’

" to Christian rites or by registration.

The meeting
throughout was fervent. The learned Judge's pro-

nounceroent that noo-Christian marriages have no
status in the Union gave rise to a heated discussion.
Every speaker strongly urged that the national and ~
religious honour must be maiotained, at all cost, and
that strong representations should immediately be
made to the autharities to remedy the law, which is an
intolerable insult to the Indian nation. Mr, 3. S.
-Supa Moodaliar, in a brief but touching speech, out-
lined the sanctity of the Vedic Religian, and proposed

_that if the authorities fail to rectify this most humiliat-

ing law aud assure Indians that all Indian matriages,
irrespective of creed, will be recognised, and pay heed
to their humble request, every Indian should make
it his duty to take up such measures as may be oeces.
sary to preserve the honour of the Motherland, This
was seconded and supported by the lollowing gentle.
men :—Messrs. M. P. Ngidoo, 5. Cooponsamy Padi-
achey, Peter Moonsamy, and R. §. Naidoo, and was
unanimously carried. ) ‘

- Education in India

An important resolutiorr on the educational policy

* of Todia has been officially issued. It opens by quotin

the King-Emperor's speech at Calcutta University, an
the promises of Imperial grants for education, The
resolution lays dowr & general policy, but recognises
the varying conditions requiring varying treatment
existing in different parts ot India, sod deprecates
unilormity. .

"The resolution covers the whole ground of the
question, surveying technical, industrial, agricultural,
veterinary, forestry, medical, legal, and commercial
education, schaals of art, museums, chisls of collegus,
etc. It states that India urgently needs to be well
equipped with an ethnographic museum, and lays
special stress on the lormation ol character through
direct religious and moral instruction aud Indirect

- agencies, such as the moifittorial system, social life

traditions, discipline, betterment of environment,
hygiene, physical culture, and organised recreation, It
invites local governments to appoint expert committeos
to examioe school and college hygiene. It inaists that
the steady raising of the standard should not be post-
poned to increasing the number of institutions, wheun
pew iostitutions cannot be efficient without a better
trained and better paid staff. The resolution recom-

" mends that primary and- secondary education should be

more practical, and that provision be made in India
for higher studies and research.

91,000 Primary Schools

Free compulsory education for the masses is, it
declares, not practicable for decisive reasons, financial
and administrative, but the Government hopes to add
91,000 primary schools in the near future and tn double
the number of pupils, now amounting ta 44 milliony,
while free education is ta be extended to those who
cannot afford fees. A great effort is to be made to im.
prove the education of girls in practical directions,
untrammelled by the domination ol examinations,
special attention being paid to hygicne.

Special attention is given in the resolution to the
education af the domiciled community and Mahomed.
ans, the training of teachers, the establishment of an.
Oriental research institute on Western lines, and thy
encouragement at the same time of ancient indigenous
learning. It foreshadows a large increaseof the in-
gpectorate and teaching stafl, and indicates the need
of better prospects for the educational services and
of having expert guidance at every turn.

“The resolution concludes with an appeal to the
wealthy citizens of India to exercise an modern lines
that charity and benevolence for which India has buen
renowned from ancient times. ' .



