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.."THE year that is now closing has been
“full of tribulation for British Indiars

. throughout South Africa. . They have
" suffered as, perhaps, few communities
“in civilised lands are called upon to
suffer; Fhe only thing that they have
apparently been spared has been actual

. physical violence on thé part of their
opptessors, and even this has occurred
_in individual instances, But, on the
other hand, there have been not a few

- gleams of sunshine thraugh the rifts in
the clouds.. There have been many
~ occasions for rejoicing and many a
valued opportunity for taking stock of
the communal position. :

. The year commenced, as it promises

- to end, with the sounds of warfare.

* Early in January, the principal Trans:

+ vaal leaders were arrested and many of
. them were imprisoned. Nearly two
" hundred Indians and several Chinese
were in gaol at the end of the month
when, owing to the concurrence of
various circumstances and influences,
a compromise was arrived at with the

' Government, whereby voluntary regis-
tration was accepted by General Smuts,
who, in return, promised to repeal the

* Asiatic Act i registration were satis-
factorily completed, The commence-
fhent of registration was marred by the
“unfortunate assault upon Mr. Gandhi
as -he was proceeding to the regis-

tration office.  Voluntary registration

‘continued until .the middle -of- May,
whereafter suspicions were aroused
“that the Government did-not intend to
-fulfil their part of the compromise.
. What followed is too recent to need
- detailed recapitulation—the P‘retona
interviews, the revigsed instructions to
licensing officers, tha Aswat appli-

" cation; the re.conimencement Of pus- |-

by

" - writer's name or initials, or with a Pseite

ents are requested lo be brief and to the .

voluntarily.

sive resistance, the burning of regis-
tration certificates, the watching of the
Na_tal border, the Sorabji incident, the
arrival, arrest, and imprisonment of
the Natal leaders, the Pretoria Con-
ference and the subsequent Johannes-
burg meeting with the Government,
breach of faith in the matter of Mr.
Sorabji’s deportation, the break-up ol
negotiations, the passing of the Vali-
dation Act, the hawkers sent to gaol by
hundreds, the arrest and imprisonment
‘of Mr. Gandhi, Imam Abdul Cadir
Bawazeer and the léaders, the Barber-.
ton .arrests, “imprisonments, depor-
tations, re-entries, re-arrests and rte-
imprisonments the Mass Meetings, the

| Supreme Court Appeal, and the recent
- happenings—it is. all too tragic for

words. False imprisonment, wrong-
ful arrest, unlawful deportations, fear-
ful .gaol hardships due to stupid reg-
ulatipns, “heaitless lack of discrimi-
nation on the part of the Government
—it is all very dark and dreary to look
back upon. . . T

But certain details stand outbrightly
amidst the general gloom. There is
the striking enthusiasm of a growing
band of European sympathisers, who
havé pow formed a strong and in-
fluential Committee. The names of
Hosken, Cartwright, Doke, Phillips,
Pollock, Howard, - Dallow, and many
others will be names to conjure with
wherever Indians retain any sense of
the Gtness of things. Another item on

‘the credit side is the magnificent

self-sacrifice of the community as a
whole, - and - of the Natal leaders
especially. There is, again, the fact
that at last the Colony is beginoing to
realise something of the true inward-
ness of passive resistance, and to
appreciate the principles for which
Indians have all along been striving.
Then, again, Indiaps. are admitted, by
Lord Selborne, General Smuts, and
Mr. Chamney, to have honourably
fulfilled their promise to - register
There is the growing
sense- ol sell-respect and self-depen-
dence on the part of the community,
There is the splendid advocacy of the
London Committee, in season and out
of season, headed by Lord Ampthill,
Sir Mancherji Bhownaggree,’ Sir Char-
les Bruce, and Mr. Ritch. There 1s
the knowledge that the Imperial
Government, that {alse friend, has now
come out as an open antagonist to the
just claims ot the Transvaal Indians,
an advantage whose magpltude it is
difficult to gauge. There is the know-
ledge that the Transvazl Government
has played into the hands of the
passive resisters by almost incon-
ceivable maladministration and an
almost brutal disregard for bumanity
of treatment, * S0 much, then, for‘ the
“T'ransvaal.

Southern Rhadesia has, so Lir, nat
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" ceived the Royal assent.
‘been the incident of Natal acting as

had the infliction of an Asiatic Ordi-
nance, though an attempt has been
made to induce the Imperial authori-
ties to give their assent to such a
re-actionary measure, ' !
Very little has happened at the
Cape, where the community seems to
be unorganised and apparently no
unhappy in-its condition of apathy;
A Commission of Inquiry: into th
Licensing and Immigration question®
was appointed, but the Iocal com®
muhity failed to realise its obligations"
and responsibilities, . i
. In Natal, the Government has- out-
done all previous efforts. It has
wasted public time and money in -
passing stupid and detestable anti-
Asiatic licensing measures which, by a
“lucky chance, have been disallowed
by ‘the Imperial Government. The
Unoccupied Land Tax Act, directed
largely against Indian ownership and
occupation of land, has however, re-
There has

the Transvaal’s policeman snd the
rebuffl at the hands of the Supreme
Court. There has been the recént
attack upon Indian higher education. .
The one important gaiv is the inquiry
into the position of the indentured
Indian immigrants and the whole, pro-
blem of this class of immigration into
the Colony. S L
The past year, then, has had its
sorrows: not unmixed with happy _
moments. The community, generally
speaking, has found itself, It HKas
realised something of its inmost’
being. It has learnt what it is striving
for, and has set up a lofty ideal. .

4

'fhe Utmost for the
Highest -

- “Life is a mission; duty, theicfore,
ifs first law, In the comprehensiop of .
that mission and full fulfiiment of that
_ duty lie our means of progress. , -
Each of us is bound to purify his wwn
soul asa temple; to free it from egotism ;
to set before himself, with & religious
sznse of the importance of the study, the
preblem of his own life; to search out
what is the most striking, the most ur.
< gent need of the men by whom he is
surrounded ; then to interrogtie his own -
fncultics and capiacity, and rcsolutclr and
unceasingly apply them to the satisfac-
tion of that need, , . .+ Yeung
brathers, when once you have conceived
"~ and determined your mission within yopr .
soul, let naught arrest your steps. Fulfil .
it with afl your strength ; fulfil it whether'
blessed by love or visited by hate. ", -
You are cowards, unfzithful to your owm
future, if, in spite of sorrows and deiu-7
sions, you do not pursue it to the end,” -

-

Thus wrote Joseph Mazzini, in 1848,
not as a preacher merely, but.as a -
man of action who was undergoing the.
sorest trials of his life, and had already
teated in his own life the truth of what -
he wicte: We place those thoughts



-

- o INDIAN OPINION - " _bEcE;rBER' ;6TH-, 1‘90_8‘

~

before our young Indians, who arc

* taking an active part in the struggle
that is going on in the Transvaal, Its
national, its imperial, importance is
daily becoming more and more evi-
dent,  The difficully of theTtask, too,
s daily “foreing itselfl upon Indians,
- They are to hope for- and expect ne-
thing from the Imperial Government ;

< mnothing, indeed, from the Jocal Gov-
_ernment.. Both will do what is-re-
quired of them when we have done
swhal s reguired of us. Hence the
‘hope lies in ourselves. The struggle

. is for a sacred principle. . And forit,
_ in spite of alt diflicultics, we must be
" ‘prepared to die if need be.  Wehave
chosen our remedy. It is that of
fighting Evi! by opposing to it Good;

' to avord communal suffering involved.
~in the deprivaticn ‘present. and pros-
pective o} our manhood. by voluntary

" personal suffering.  Such sullering is
a process of purification. I involves’

a contivual rejection of the grosser

. - elements and a cultivation of the finer
ir us. Thus viewed, prolongation of

.. the struggle need not dismay. us, ‘e
-may even welcome it. . If we do not
succumbtoits pressure we shall rise out
of it all the stromger and (resher,

: Victory, then, tonsists, not in-obtain-
ing what we . want,” but. in having
suffered for the attainment of our
object. - The fulfilment will' not be

« " victory ; it will be merely an indication
thatwe have fought to thé end ; in other

. .words, that we have proved-vurselves

to be men, not cowards. Thus, our

mission “then . is not so mach the |-

gaining of what we ar= jastly entitled
1o, but to d
for it, -
. Tor those who recognise this simple
truth, there is no such thing as deleat.
Every man has it in his power to
sufier to the uttermost.  And this is
-tbe meaning of passive resistance. - It
© never fails. - We may fail because we
* may be found-wanting 2nd may not
" rise superior to our selfishness, - We
hope, thercfore, that young Indians
“who are engaged in the Transvaal
struggle will cherish . the inspiring
" -words of Mazzini, and fulfil the mis
_sion wdertaken by them “whethe-
-blessed by love or visited by lhater
and. “in spite of sorrows and deln”

. sions.”

IN A NOT UNSVMPATHETIC LEADING
©article, which we

Somathing publish elsewhere
i of a - in this issie, the
Misapprehenston. Nava/ Witness

.- . .. dealt, on the 1.4:h
mstant, with .the passive resistance
struggle in the Transvaal. Itis pleasing
Indeed, to £nd that passive resistance
itselt is not challenged, and that credit
is given to the passive resisters for a
dona  fide agitation. There appear,
_bowever, to be ane or_two -Hisappre-
liznsions on the part of our Lontem-
porary, -with which we should like to,
deal briefly. The first is that there
Seems to be an impression that what
tbe Transvaal Indians are asking for

r

i

2

o-our duty by fighting -

the second cause of misunderstanding,
 that of trade’competition.

.with Europeans.

,ihe Crow

is the open door. This, of course, is
as far as possible from the triuth. The-
‘Transvaal Indians  have - all
agreed that future immigration should
be most rigidly restricted by their
white fellow-colonists:  All that they
are asking for is that the door -should
be kept open for an infinitesimal
riumber of highly-cultured Indians to
minister to their higher needs, It is
possible that these highly-cultur:d men
will not come, but the principle that
is being striven foris that 1here should
be no race test, and even though only
one man came in ten years, he should
come in as a matter ot right and not.
as an act of grace.  This also removes

Thedcut-
tured men who would thus enter-would
eertainly not be -trade” ‘tompetitors
1 They; would, 'in
every case, -be professional men or
‘university graduates, who would derive |
their livelihood fron services per
formed to their awn community. No
sane man can possibly deny the right
Gt any community to promote its
highest welfare. through the energies
of the most cultured members ot -its.
race, and we are quite sure that, on”
reconsidération,” our contemporary
will agree that there are not many
paints of difference between it and
ourselves. : - : )

— -

N ‘Piéketé Artésted

Leaders Before the Coﬁrt ; .

- Upon several- Indians, it is said,
proceeding to the registration office
on” Von Brandis Square- yesterday |
morning [the ¥8th inst.] in order to
comply with Act 36 of 1908, the office
was_immediately picketed by ©pas-’
sive” resisters, says .the ZTranspanl
Leader. The police were sent for,
and,_ soon alter their arrival they ar-
rested four members of the picket,
amongst whom was C. K. T. Naidoo.
The places of the four men were taken
by four others, who, in turn, were ar-
rested. A crowd of Indians collected ;
 further arrests were made, and eventu-
ally about 27 Indians were charged
with having refused to prodace regis-
tration certificates and to give signa-
tures and impressions of thumbs and
fingers. o
Later in the dav the arrested Indi-
ans were removed . for trial to Govern- |
ment Square. - The aews of their de-
tention had got abroad, and when

defence he was escorted
200 compatriots,

The fiest quartette charged consist-
edof C. K. T, L. R, and L. D. Nai-
doo and A. V. Chetty. Pleas of
“ Not guilty * were entered. ‘
© Mr. Samuels, who prosccuted for
the Crown, said that the charge was’
on the lines of that in the Randeria
case. ‘The circumstances were the
same, and the question was whether

by about

0 should proceed pending

along |

'ing with the law.

Mr. Gandhi arrived to conduct the |-

the result of Randeria’s appeal. -

M. Jordan ..
arrested ? v - -
Mr. Samuels: ' They have been.g-
résted upon instructions received and, .
it is alleged, they have been acting as -
pickets and. causing trouble amongst
Asiatics who are desirdus of comply.
' I make this state-
ly it is not.

‘Wh; have théy'l:.:‘every4 '

ment, ex-parle, and possib
correct. - T :
" Mr."Jordan said that such conduct,
if report were true, -was most' serious. -
The statement seemed: “ to- lend the .
colour of truth to statements upon -
oath made before” me .by Indians to
the efféct that they are frightened to
register .because of . these pickets.

‘Many of -the men who_ have been

charged before me have told me that
‘they have been terrorised, and now [
begin to believe their stories.” = -

* " Mr~Gandhi: - If these men in the
dock “have been. terrorising Indians’
anxious to_comply with the law, sure-
Iy there is some section -amongst the
Statutes: {or -thé contravention of <
which they ¢an be charged.” But why -
charge them.under this section g of’ .
Act 36 of 19087 ‘The watching will.’
go on so long as the stiuggle -contin- .
ues. If these men have been terror--
ising others, then they should be piin-
ished,” but ‘my learned friend, Mr. .
Samuels, says he hardly credits the -
slomy: : ' ’

Mr. Jordan : _ Meé tipon oath have
p

| told me that they have been terrorised
- by.compatriots. - T -

" Mr. Gandhi: Some people will
say anything. =~ . - '
Mr. Jordant . And T'm afraid it
will continue so long as your friends
are permitted to do what you glibly
term “ watching.” -(Laughter.) .
- Mr. Gandbi: Anyway, these four. .
men can’t be charged under this sec-
tion, because there is no Registrar of
Asiatics according'to law. .~ .-
‘Mr. Jordan: Ohl~ Then what’s.
the use of ‘your picketing -if Indians |
cannot get registered ? R
Mr. Gandbi: We only want to let " *
those: who forget their-manhdod know
that there is such a thing as ostracism,
Mr. Jordan: I don’t think it is
ostracism. - I think it is a wholesome
fear” of incurring grievous bodily
barm, R “
. Mr..Gandhi: Then 500 would not
bave registered and been living upon
the best of terms with the rest of the
community and be supplying part of.
the sinews of war to-day, - T
. Mr. Jordan + All right ; the
are remanded sine dre. - .
Mr. Gandhi: T there is any ter- ~
rorism " brought into play, if it _is
brought to the hotice of the officers
of the . Association, they: will ‘do all ~
thev can to ‘help the Government. *

e

T

decused

The otlier -Indians under - arrest
were similarly reanded.. -
e 3 .l_;:. v l B
Ivpiany Main, 5

For B_omb‘:iy' %&r
S5, Reichstag, until z-30 p.m., Tuds- .

day, the z9th inst,~
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" ~dressed to-my Chamber as to the|

. -gration

.- As you are no doubt aware, during’

. only’
‘and imposed b restrictions on their

7 immigration,

: hply to Indian Ch‘n@;er{'

© “The following has been addressed

by the Secrétary of the Johannesburg
Chamber of Commerce to the Cham-
‘bers of-Gommerce of Bombay and
Madras ;=< . oo

. Asiatic Registration -
_ Dear Sir,—I ‘am directed by the
Executive Committee of this Chamber
to thank you forthe courteous terms
of the enguiry which you have .ad-

present difficulties.. relating 1o the
Asiatie residents imthe Transvaal..~
At the outset 1 am to point out
that the immediate questions in dis-
pute must be considered with due re-
gard to the whole bistory of the immi-
of Asiatics inte the “Trans
vaal, and of the results to the people

ol this Colony:. -

the time of the late South Alfrican
Republic, the. British io ‘the Trans-

vaal; supported by the, Imperial Gov- |.

ernment, objected to Indians being
entitely excluded; and at that " time..a
large number were allowed 10 settle
here~ The Jaws then in f{orce applied
to those within.the Transvaal,

—

Adter the conchusion of hostilities a

Peace Preseivation- Qrdinance ¥as |

promaulgated, under_which (with cer-
izin exceptions) no person;-European
or Asiatic, could enter the ‘U'ransvaal
without a permit ; and ‘the granting
or- withholding of such -permits was
reserved for the

Secretary fof, Permits.

* Applications for permits were re-
ceived in great numbers from Asiatics

desirous of entering the new Colony,

-‘and as a resilt of the influx every
 trading district of the Colony was 1o-

A of policy in regard t0

vaded by them, atthough there was al
ready an adequate supply of stores;
and it was evidént that il no check
was applied serious- losses would be

sustained by those who had previously |

established businesses here,. and that
the development of the T ransvaal as
a suitable colony lor the establish-

ment of a suécessful community ac--

cording to European conditions was-
,gravglyendqhgered‘ Representations
to this effect were addressed from ail
parts to Lord Milner, and also te Mr.
Chamberlain,"whea be visited South
Africa in 1902, and the Government
found it negessary to adopt 2 definite
c Asiatic 1m-
then arrived

migration. .. The decision

at by the

_that such inupigration ‘must be re-

siricted 1o thoge, Asiatics who bad ac-
quired domicile in the “Transvaal be:
fore the out-break of waf- It may
here be st once stated that this de-
cision evabraces the
and . desire . of Europeans 1 the
Transvaal, and that 3}l " subsequent

discretion of the
Governor, under whoin was the Chiel

High Compmissioner Was.

general’ feeling

legislative and administrative action
has been actuated by that_principle,
whatever modifications . may
may have crept in, . :
' Ip_ende:y;euring to deal with the
_position by the administration ot the
Peace Preservation Ordinance, how-
ever,” many difficulties were experi-
enced. The registers kept under Law
3 of 1885 were nearly all lost during
the war, and -the other documints
available afforded no proaf ofidentity
.—-in fact, these were ulso frecly sold
or passed from ohe to another. Out
‘Chindltien, ~ etc,, effected between
May, 1903 (when registration ‘com:
menced), and December, 1906, only
4,144, OT 33 DEr cent, were o respect
ol--applicants produging documents
-accepted as valid. “But < meanwhile
the influx of Asiatics with or without

solute riecessity of providing effective
raeans ol registration was ‘more "and
more ~strongly impressed upon the
Government and people of the Trans-
vaal. .- " - . i

The Crown Colony Government
and Legislative Council repeatedly
sought for the necessary power “to
legislate, but the Colonial Officé con-
sidered that such power should only
be given to an, elected Parliament,
. So urgent was this ‘matter deemed,
however, that immedidtely on the as-
sembly of the present Pazliaimenl, in.
1907, the Asiatic law Amendment
Act and the Immigrants Réstriction
‘Act were introduced and passed.- It
was with regatd to this legislation
that the agitation on the part of the
Asiatic community reached such an
acute stage. Ca )

The legislation was resented by
what is known as the passive vesist-
ance movement) in relusingto register
thereunder,  In-order to vindicate
the law some of the leaders of this
.movement - were prosecuted and 1m-
prisoned, but- during their detention
in January last they made-an offer to
‘the Government to register it they
might do so voluntarily, if the pen-
alties under ‘the Act requiring such
registration were not enforced against
‘them, and if finger-prints- were - dis-
pensed with in-the case of educated
or well-known Indians. - .

In an endeavout to
amicable settlement of the difficalty
the Government accepted this offer,
and promised 1o seek Parliamentary

whole difficulty was s
t!Ed. . e .
" In August last Parliament passed
the Asiatic Registration Amendment
Bill to validate the voluntary registra-
tions, and this was sanctioned by the
1mperial Government on oth Septem-
‘ber. The- passing of the amending
‘fegislation was, bowevern, followed: by
the present unfortunate agitation. ©
Mr. Gandhi and his tompatriots
i_al)parentjy base their continyed op-

tisfactorily set-

_ have
been introduced and whateyer defects-

of ~ 12,543, registratinns .of Indians,-

_permits was continuing,” and the ab-

. { and control

the Asiatics,” who, combined {under '

bring—about an’

catification of such registration. The |
genetal feeling here then was that the

_position on what they coatend to be

a breach of faith on the part of the
Government ; lirstly, in not repealing
the Act of 1go7 ; in not-making spec-

{ ific provision for further ‘immigration

in -respect of educated Indians (pro-
fessional men, etc.). )
_ In regard tothe firstof these points,
il you will refer to the Blue-books -
(extracts from which have appeared
in: the press) you will see that the
correspondence between the Trans-
vaal Government and the leaders of
the agitation in January last does-aot
commit the Government to the repeal’

of the-Act of 1907. As to the second
.point, General Smiuts, the Colonial

Secretary, has stated publicly :— .
«The Government have repeatedly.
declared that they are prepared to
consider applications for permits un-
der the present law from professignal.
Indians. No such applications have,
however, been made recently.  If -
made, they will be considered favour-
ably and granted in proper cases.” v
My committee believes that- it is -
echoing the general feeling of the
people of the Transvaal when it con-
tends that the rensons given for the

.passive fesistance movetment are ubterly

inadequate, and that the resistance 10 -
the law is really actuated by a desire
to prevent the effective registration
of the ‘Asiatics withiu the

ransvaal. - o

It is much regretted that some re-
cent prosecutions have been instituted
by officers of the Government without
due regard to the correct legal inter-
pretation of the several provisions,
and that convictions obtained -in the H
Magistrates’ courts have in several
cases been annulled by the Supreme -
Courﬁ Whilst, however, the persons
convicted were declared on technical
grounds to-be innocent of the parti-
cular. charges contained in the indict-
ment, they would be the last {o deny
that they have deliberately combined
to defy the law which requires their

registration. -

. The question next arises, whether.
the passive resistance movement which |
they have instituted and maintained
entitles them to immunity from the
consequences of concerted opposition
to the law of the land. Ia this con-
nection you will see thatin the. House
of Lords on October 12 .Lord Crewe,
replying to a question asked concern-
ing Mr. Gandhi’s imprisonment, said
that the Imperial Government * as-
sumed that he had been taking part
in the passive resistance campaign,
and that he had paid the penalty, ’
which no doubt he intended 1o pay.”
‘My committee does not wish here.
to discuss whether ornot the principle
of “ passive resistance " is justifiable
uader any circumstances, but itis felt
by the public ot the Transvaal that it
cannot be allowed in a country such
as this, in which there are millions of
natives, a large proportion ‘of whom
have made very little progress towards
civilisation, as understood by Euro-
peans; ‘and who might at any time
under a wave of fanaticism imitate the
' oy
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example of ' the Indians, and thus
undermine law and order throughout
South Africa,

Your Ietter under reply was read to
.a general meeting of members of the
Chamber, %hich was specially called
to consider the whole question, at

. which meeting the following resolution

was adopted with but one dissentient,
viz :— - )

“That this Chamber. respectfully
trusts that the Government will not
be swayed by the great pressure which
is_being brought to bear upon it-by
the Indian community and their sup-
porters in England and elsewhere, but
that the Asiatic Law Amendiment Act
‘of 1907 and the Asiatic Registration

Amendment Act of 1908 will be |

- strictly enforced.” ,
Similar resolutions - have been

- adopted by Chambers of Commerce
and Municipalities in all parts of the
Transvaal,” T : ’

My committee desires me to assure |’

you that this Chamber fully- appre-
‘clates the very reasonablé attitude
which your Chamber assumes in
regard to this matter: It is greatly to
be regretted that exaggerated accounts
of recent oecurrences shonld evidently
“have reached you, and naturally these
would cause a feeling of ‘indignation-
at what appeared to be wrongful treat- |
ment of Indians; most of -whom were
British subjects.. In this letter an
endeavour has been made to .explain
the ieading tacts, and also the policy’
which public opinion in the Transvaal
has urged, and which the Government
is endeavouring to carry out. -
- There is no desire whatever to expel
" any Asiatics who have received per-
mission to enter the country, but there
is'a firmly-rooted conviction that these
must be registered in an effective man-

~ +nen, and also that the interests of the

Transvaal demand protection against
further unrestricted immigration. -
My Chamber regrets that the way

) does not-appear open for it to inter-

vene usefully in the present contro-
versy, as suggested. and particularly
50 seeing that the Asiatics here have
set themselves in.opposition to the
clearly-expressed determination of the
people of the Transvaal, in a maoner
that is subversive of all_ good' govern-
ment, + ' .

My committee is forced to the con-
clusion that the Asiatics can expect
10 modifications whatever in the can-
ditions laid down for them until they
have first become amenable to the
Transvaal Government, and have ren-
dered themselves Jaw-abiding citizens
in the country of their adoption,

AT —eee

- TRANSVAAL Prisons. Reuter’s Pre-
toria correspondent states that Mr
Hanrette, the Director of ‘Prisons, is
being retired at the end of the month
-on a pension. This is due ‘to a re.
solve of the authorities to adopt the

~ Cape system of administration, which

is withaut an administrative head of
the prison, the administration being

 -mavaged by the Law Department
- girect, ‘ _

frect, .

Indignation in India -
A _:On the Transvaal Question o

The Bengalee

writes :— :
In spite of th

of the  z4th™October,

. e
e disturbance which

-followed the conviction of Mr. Tilak,

Bombay still maintains its reputation-
as one of the least excitable parts ol

the colmtry. Yet it is from Bombay

that the following telégram. has been
despatched to the kSc:(:rel:try of State :
* People of all classes- here are in-
tensely -exasperated by (resh news of
cruel treatment to ‘which Indiams of

- position and respectability are subjected

- by Transvaal authorilies. ' Feeling has
giown 's6 intense that alt possible des-
perate measures of buycot! are being
urged, I feel it .my duty to place le.
fore your lordship that . mischief ‘oc.
cnsioned by state 6T things is incalenl-
able, preticularly at present time- My -
Association implores . British Govern.
ment to lose no time in 1zking measures

. for pratecling our fellow-countrymen of
“South Africa, . W¢ avoid mass meetings
to give expression to these feelings be- |
cause it is felt that they might embairass
Indion Govemment ; ‘otherwise whole
country will be flied with bitter cries
from every town and place.” Lo
We are bound to say that, in this
telegram, -addressed by Sir Pheroze:
shaw Metha on behalf of the Bombay
Presidency Association, matiers are

not in the least exaggerated. - There

is hardly’ any question, except such |

domestic questions as the Partition
of Bengal, which has_within recent
years'excited greater interest or evok-
d greater or more wide-spread indig-
nation throughout the country than
this question of the treatment of- our

countrymen in the Transvaal. Indeed, |

this question has already worked mir-
acles, It has converted men who
would, under different circumstances,
have been strongly opposed to the
very mention of boycott, to warm and
enthusiastic champions of that move-_
ment and has united all parties and
all sections of the community. .. The
fact is_significant, but by no means
surprising.  With the growth of na-
tional sentiment, our people’ are
bound to develop. greater self-respect,
and it is part of that self-respect to be
keenly sensitive of the rights of our
fellow-countrymen abroad .and the
treatment that is accorded to them in
foreign countries, Bombay has done
what the rest of the country, Bengal
in particular, would have done long
ago, had not its hands been too full
with internal questions and, may we
not add, internal troubles. The sense
ot indignation to which Bombay gives
such emphatic ‘expression is felt b

-every individual in the country. What

Is more, it is shared by the bulk of
the Anglo-Indian community. - Is it
too much to hope that the Imperial
Government will yet realise the neces- |
sity of either compelling. the Trans-
vaal to treat Indians on 2 footing of
equalitly with its white subjects or
placing India‘in a position where she
can effectively retaliate against the
unjust: and bumiliating treatment of
its children by the p;‘mnan.ranl and

—

alternatives left to-the Imperial Ggy-
erniment’ between which there_is no
-eig miedia. 1 it-will not accept wither
alternative, we fear the cowsSe sug-
gested by’ -Lala Lajpat " Rai and
others would be found to be the one-
course left. : e

Ea

-Calcutta Aroused = .

o Caleutta, November, 2%,
“ A public meeting. was held this.
alternoon at thé Town Hall to protest
against the treatment of Indians in
South Africa, The meeting was re-
presentative, Mahomedans preponder- )
‘ating.  Khan Bahadur Abdul Zubbar, *
C.LE; presided. . ‘

The following ~ resolutions ~were
carried:  That this meeting of (he
inhabitants of Calcutta .strongly con-
demns the conduct of the Transvaal -
Government in not baving yet repeal-
-ed the obnoxious Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Act of 1907 which, in’ its spirit,
brands the Indian community as un-
desirables, inferiors and' criwirals,
and in attempting to prevent future
immigration of Indiansia that colony,
and expresses 5 indignation at the
severe sentences passed on highly-
respectable people of this country;
and. this meeting further condemns
similar legislation and treatment :'of

-

Indians in-other British Colonies. -

That this meeting express its deep .
syropathy with the Indians in” South
Alrica in their undeserved sufferings
and fully appreciates -the great, self-.
sacrifice and heroic courage that they
have displayed and hope$ that they
will come out triumphant in the “pre- :
sent struggle by virtue of the justice -
and righteousness. of their cause,

That . this meeting. strongly - con-
demns the policy of the Transvaal
Government in miaking invidions dis-
tpctions between Mussulman and”
- Christian_ subjects of his Imperial
Majesty, the Sultan of Turkey, thereby -
causing wanton insuit to the feelings
‘of the followers of Islam.—/ndian
FPatriot, . L

A STRANGE CREED. Mr. T, P, G.”
Boshoff, of Standerton district,” says
he objects to missionaries assisting -
churches of white - people, * He pro-
ceeds :—* It.can be easily understood
that a ‘missionary, when ‘preaching
the Word of God has to be friendly
and make himself agreeable to the
creatures among whom he works.
Now, when later on one.of these crea-’
tures sees or hears that some person -
who instructs them does the same al-
s0 among the white people, it speaks -
{or itselt that without -any hesitatign
he' considers himself the equal .§
those whites who' are being adminis-
tcred to by ‘their own pastor, BN
If the Church wishes to become the
means lor paving the way for equality~
‘of whites and barbarians, then that
same church will find a dangerous -
rock in the Missionary Society, on
which the ship of our national feeling -

other Colobies ¢ These arg the saly

miutst be shattered, and that We ean-
not allow.”— Velbstem, o
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_ff'f_h'e’ Witnésé” on Passi.ve
¥'". . Resistance ‘

-—

-

- . - N ® (.
- On the 14th -irstant the Nasa/
= Witness printed the following leading
article ;— ST R
- ‘It does not perhaps become English-
‘men .t condetin too strongly -the
method of ajgitation known as-* passive
resistafice.” Indeed, we may go. fur-
ther and say that even active resistance
is a.form of protest “consecrated by
‘tradition. "It is no pait of an' English-
man’s creed that the mere passing of
a law invests that law with inimitable
sanctity. < Qur history ' teems -with -
examples of resistance™ to tyranny,
“even when ‘that tyranny Bas been
legalised by all the formalities known'
to law.and precedent. As for “ passive
resistance ” we have only to cite the
recent instance of the: Education Act
to show that men of the highest stand-
ing -and character have lent their
sanction to it.- But to justily’it there
-must be very strong argunients ; above
“all, the argument of conscience. And
-it is even conceivable that conscience

may be:opposed to conscience in'suzh |

a manner as to- treaté an insoluble
dilemma. It'is not {or us to make the
-application - in-"connection with the
Asiatic - agitation in the Transvaal.
_We are not prepared to admit that all
who are concerned in that agitation
are actuated by purely conscientious
motives; neither are we prepared to
"deny that conscientious motives have
_actuated many of the leaders and. £21-
lowers. But the issue is so vital to tae
welfaré of this country, that, in oar
view, even if we were. to concede- that
the agitation:could be fully justified
from the Indian point of view, it
would still- be necessary to’ rigidly
meaintain the policy of exclusion upon
which the Ttansvaal has embarked.
It is a singular instance of the irody
“of events that, whereas ten years ago
one of the principal points of dispute
between the Impenal Government and
the Transvaal was the position of the
Asiatics, to-day the Imperial Govern-
ment is  practically supporting the
“Government in putting into operation
the identical principles which at that
time led to so much Iriction. And it
Jjs also a singular instancé of the
vicissitudes of party Government that
‘the same -party which now has to
countenance ‘these principles, is the
party which  poses: as the. historic
champion of the subject races. How
“the Liberals reconcile their "avowed
penchant “for - the Indians in_ India,
with their ‘tacit support of the treal-
’gent of Indians in the Transv'aal‘ls,
however, for themselves to justiy,
What we- have to consider 1s the
‘situation as it affects this country, and
from that point of view we wust un-.
hesitatingly approve of the.decision
of the Transvaal to restrict to the
* narrowest limits the presence of Asia-

tics in the Colony. =~ ° = '
We cannot judge of the crisis a5 1f
it were an_entirely new thing. i it
were, there might be good grouods to
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as harsh

'condemn the exclusion polic
[:e misfor-

.and wunecessary. But it i5 {

| turre ot our owi Colony to supply the

“‘awful~example” of laxity i the
-matter of Asiatic restriction. The
_Tra.psmal has only to point to Natal
to justify- itsell. The unrestricted
immigration of  Asiatics into this
Colony' has had a deplorable effect
upon the development of trade and
industry. It bas practically eliminated
the country trader, a class which, in
eother.Co!i)nies, is not ouly of import-
ance in itselt, but plays a notable part
in upholding white supremacy. That
result alone would supply ample justi-
fication for a_policy of exclusion.” But
that is not all. The Asiatic trader has
encroached to such an extent on the
“trade of the towns as to render special
and drastic legislation ‘necessary to
savé the urban merchant from the
same fate as the rural trader. It helps
nothing to say that it is the result of
trade competition. Such an argyment
‘loses sight of the chief factur,- viz.
the-standard of living. We are not
now urging against. the Dbusiness
methods of the Asiatic trader. No
doubt, in many cases, lds business
aptitude entitles him'to whatever suc-
cess. he has achieved. Nor can we
condemn him for. conforming to the

and nurtured. -But what we have to
take into.account is that that standard
is not:our standard ; that it is, accord-

g

.

absolutely fatal to_it.  Yet it is the
undeniable truth that that 1s the very
factor which enables the Asiatic to
compete with the European, and very
often to crush hinr in trade rivalry.
It is because the ‘Asiatic can live on
so little that -he has been able to
undersell the country trader in Natal
and drive kim from the Colony; and
thé process is just the same where he
is allowed unchecked facilities in the
towns. - It need not be imputed to the
Asiatic 2s a crime ; but it would be a
crime-it we stupidly allowed him to
gain such power as to monopolise the
commerce of the couatry. - Kuropeans
cannot bring themselves to the Asiatic
standard of living ; they would rather
give up the contest and disappear.
And it we foolishly, and out of mis-
taken sentitnent, allow the Asiatic the
facilities for which he is striving, we
shall see the -process repeated on a
much larger scale. . :

We respect those in the Transvaal
and: elsewhere, who conscientiously
champion the cause cl the Asiaticy'in
the belief that they are receiving Tess
than'.jistice. But do they fully con-
bsider whkat would be.'the result of
Jaxity 2. 1lave they fally realis>d that
the issue is oae ol seif prescrvation—
the fiest law of nature? There i3 no
law in npature or' morality which
requires us to jeopard se the future of
our land and our children in order to
gratify the desires of an alivn race to
obtain 2 footing in this country.
in. Natal have made that mistake, and
we-are now paying the penalty. The

standard ot Iife in which b= was bred |

to our ideals and- traditions, a.|
_lower standard, and that it would be

We

Transvaal, less invuived than we are, -
1s striving to remedy the evil belore it
has grown too strony forit, and in that
endeavour it hasour decpest sympathy.
The only State which showed true wis-
dom was the Orange Free State, which
absvlutely prohibited the entry of
Asiatics except under certaln regu-
lations which safepuarded it from all
daoger, and the O.R.C. is to-day the
only part of South Africa irce from
the Asiatic menace. "It is somewhat
singular that, while the Treansvaal
Government is the object of the must
virulent criticism, both {rom the
Asiaties and their partisans, we hear
nothing said against the O.R C. Lven
in India it seems that a policy of
absolute and entire  exclusion  is-
accepled without comment, whercas
‘attempts to prevent the increase of

an slready existing Asiatic population

are  condemned with. the utmost.
violence of language.” Would that ali
South Aflnca had been inspired by the
.same foresight as the old Raadsleden
of. the Orange Iree State! This

- country would then have been spared

not the least troublesome of its racial
problems. -

-

‘A Reasonable Vicw.

0f a Difficult Question,

The Zimes of Nafal, in the course,
of a leading article, recently. re-
marked :— : .

As far as we can make out the_real - -
point of difference between the Trans:
vaa! Goyernment and the leaders of -
fhe Indians_is with regard.to the®
admission of educated Indians not,
possessed of domiciliary rights in the |
Transvaal. In a statement made in !
the ‘House of Lords Earl Crewe is re-

‘ported to have said that it was alto- °

gether impossible to induce the Trans-
vaal Governmeut to admitall Iadians
who are able to pass an education
test ; but he expressed himself in
favour of a suflicient number of Indians
belonging to the professional class -
being admitted, in order 1o supply the
deficieney by wastage, We were not
‘aware that Mr. Gandhi had demanded
that all Indians, capablé.ol passing
a. Wigh education test, should be
allowed entrance to the Transvaal,
but surely ra compromise could be
arranged on similar lines to the Canag -
dian settlement of the Asiatic immiy
gration trouble, urder which a strictly
Limited number of Asiatics of edu
cation and position’ are al]owed'tj
cnter the Dominion every year. Tn
present situation in tl\e.'l'r:msmnl is
deplorable, and greatly increases the.
ditficalties with which the Indian
Government bave lo vontend. 1t muy
2 nothing to the ‘I'ransvaal Ministerd
that their action is giving seroud
offence 1o thcqpt'oplcs of lndi, lnuq:
they shoulcfl:.jﬁjvc some regard for Lhe.
hmperial {Cvermment, to which 1hcy§

owe theie present position and power.
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What the British Press
Say o

“The Evenng Standard® & SV,
James's Gasette, ol the 20th October

" writes :— . .
We hold no brief for the Asiatics
" in their struggle with the Transvaal
Government. That struggle is mainly
waged over 2 question of names. On
-the broad lines of the scheme regulat-
ing the admission of Indians to the
Transvaal they and the-Government
are agreed. They are agreed that fu-
- ture immigration of new men shall be
stopped ; the Indialls would like to
see a few lawyers, priests and doctors
admitted, and the Transvaal is oppos-
ed to such a course, but that is-a small
" matter. . They are also agreed that old
-residents shatl be allowed to continue
-as residents,. ., . . . . . . L
st . . 4w+ v . . Weappeal
therefore to -the Transvazl, to Mr.
_Smuts, to find some little by-path, to
.adopt some slightly different system
which, without giving away anything
vital, may alleviate this irritating sore.
1t has been done once and might eas-

ily be done again.

Jmﬁapf the 23rd October says :—
... Mattets® the Transvaal hiave been
steadily. gétting from bad to worse;
but it is 16 be hoped that the climax
to the disgraceful treatment of British

- Indian subjects has been reached,

Indian public opinion is in & peculiar--

ly inflammable condition just now ;

and if the Boer Government has any.

conception of its Imperial responsi-
Dbilities, it will be well advised to cry
a halt in its irritating and indelensible
policy. What do they suppose the

“ whispering .galleries of the East”

are saying of the latest object-lesson
they have afforded in the spectacle of
Mz, Gandhi dressed as a convict and
doing scavengers’ work under the
supervision of a Kaffir convict guard
in the streets of Volksrust ? The tide
has been "long in rising; but it has
"become abundantly clear that a deep
and dangerous feeling has been arous-
ed in India. Mr Ameer Ali did not
exaggerate in the smallest degree when
he emphasised this aspect of the sity-
ation at the House of Commons on
Mondaylast. Sit Pherozeshah Mehta's
telegram to Lord Ampthill affords am-
ple corroborative evidence of that, to
say nothing of the Jam of Nawanagar's
pointed allusions at Cambridge a night
or two ago. No less significant was
the gathering at Caxton Hall exactly
a weekto-day, when Sir Manchetjee
Bhownaggree and Lala Lajput Rai met
upon a common plattorm with Mz
‘Khaparde and Mr. Bipin Chandra Pal
to testily ta the solidarity of the indig.
nation and resentment that is felt. .
What is ““the centre of the Empire”
to do? The Imperial Government has
deliberately created the major portion
of the present difficulty by its policy
of drift and laisser-farre. The trouble
might largely have been avoided it
l.ord Elgin had acted with prompti-
\ude at the outset, and had made use

. INDIAN OPINION
[ of the reservation in the-constitution
of all legislation relating to Natives
and Asiatics.  Buf Sir Richard Solo-
‘mon, the present Agent-(ieneral,>was
right when he told the electors_ o.f the
South Central Ward of Pretoria on
January 21, 1907, that this reservation
was “ merely a matter of form.” One
obnoxious and offensive Act after an-
-other has been sanctioned ; and Lord
‘Crewe now finds himself burdened with |
a load of vicious precedents. Noone
drnies that the weakness of Lerd E}-
gin has rendered the position of his
late colleague both delicate and diffi-
cult. Itis odd indeed that a Liberal
Government should need urging when
“it is a matter of active intervéntion |
-on behalf of those.who voiceless, can-
not speak for “themselves, “voteless,
cannot act for themselves, and whose
only weapon is that of passive resist-
ance and undeserved and humiliating
imprisonmentand degradation.” Mr,
J. H: Polak puts the position most
forcibly in these words to the Press.
The statement made by Lord Crewe
in Parliament on Wednesday shows:
that he has taken the wisest, because
the most resolute, course in regard to-
‘Natal.  But the case of the Transvaal
[is no less urgent in its demand for
prompt and immediate action. The
Cabinet cannot consent to remain ex-
posed to such reproaches as the Indian
community naturally levels at them
when the Transvaal authorities-wan-
tonly add insult-to injury. And if
 they do, they will find that time arid-
tide wait lor-po man, whether in na-
ture or in human affairs, - -

The Swurday Reveere of Octaber
24th says ;— )
. No doubt Lord Crewe finds ques-
tions such as Lord Ampthiil addressed
te him on Wednesday concerning the
Indians in the Transvaal and Natal
highly inconvenient. ‘I'he war gave a
‘unique opportunity to settle the case
of British Indians in South Alfrica,
but a Radical Government of course
missed it. Lord Ampthill says quite
truly that the contihued failure to solve
this problem bas become & serious
danger to the Empire. The Colonjal
Secretary resented the suggestion that
General Botha and his colleagues ap-
pear to aim at the extermination of
the Indian community resident in the
Coleny. That may bé 2 blunt way-of
expressing it, but the occasion is not
one for mincing words. Lord Ampt-
hill at least speaks with personal know-
ledge of the feelings of the Indian
peoples, and has a livelier sense of the
harm which the misuse of their powers
py the T'ransvaal authorities are work-
ng. -Tt Natal is dn offender too, the
Imperial Government cannot -be sur.
prised. They can hardly ask Natal
to abstain from doing what she con-
ceives to be in her own interests
whilst the Transvaal is allowed'a free
hand. L '

The Yorkshire Laily Post ‘of the.
27th October comments :—
‘Lord Crewe has consented to re-

»

7

ceive a deputation of the friends of the
Indians in the Transvaal at an early
date. The arrangethents are in the
hands of Lord AmpthH!.who is the
most active promoter of this urgest
case for Imperialintervention, and the
deputation promises to be highly in-
fluentiul. It will be the ‘purpose ‘of
“the deputation, I " gather, to press for
such a conference of representatives
of the Transvaal, Natal, the Colonial
,Office, and the Indians as has already.
been suggested in South. Alrica, It
is thought that if a conference on such
lines could be held in- Londou, it
would discover x way out of -the de-
plorable mess and muddle in the
Transvaal, while Natal could be.shown
that the Colonial. Office would but-
express the sense of common justice -
characteristic of the English race il it
were to refuse. the” Royal assent, as *
Lord Crewe has threatened to o, to -
measuresfor the whiolesale deportation
of the Indians who have helped ro de-
velop the Colony and have legitimate
vested - interests in its future. But
Lord Ampthill and bis friends will in-
sist upon- provisional release of the
Iadians from_the prisons of the Trans--
vaal pending the issue of the propos-.
ed conference. These prisoners: are
all known to the Transvaal authorities
as lawlully domiciled citizens. They
are registered 'in every sense except
that they have destroyed their certifi-
cates of registration, or refused to-take.
them out in order to mwake a case for -
the redress oftheir grievances. . Much
evidence'is to hand here to day show-
ing that the Transvaal Government
are tolerating extremely ‘harsh meas-
ures on the part of their officers Yin -
carrying out the law - of registration
which the Indians oppose. K

The Yorksiure Darly > Obserper of
ov. z23td comments editorially

As the outcome of a meeting held
at the House last week Lord Ampthitl,
with half a, dozen Peers at his back -
and a number of commoners, waited
upon Lord Crewe and Lord Morley at
the Colonial Office to-day to submit
to-them the case of the British Indi-
ans in the Transvaal. The proceed- .
ings were private, but they left the s
members of the deputation little dis-
posed to reticence.  With Lord
Crewe’s staiement they were appar-
ently fairly satisfied, the Colonial
Secretary intimating that he should
be prepared to bargain: with the
Transvaal Government for the rescind-
ing of the obnoxious ordinance in
return for the acquiescence .of the -
British Indians in legislation to res-'
trict immigration. In as much as th
British Indians in the Transvaal have
already professed their willingness- to
consent'to a restriction of- the kind,
the' suggested compromise offers a
possible way out of the difficulty,
Lord Morley, however, appears to
have associated the protest of the
British Indians in the Transvaal with
the unrest and agitation at present
manifest in India, and he entered Up-. -
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.on some  defence of the right of
extgg_smn from self-governing colonies |
ungder.a federal scheme of Empire.
The sttitude taken op by him' was
somewhat resented by mcmbers of
the deputation, who asked whether
under the federal scheme a selLgovern-
ing India would be permitted to
exclude whites. It is hoped, however,

‘that eflect will~be given to*Lord |

‘Crewe's suggestion as an easément of.
the present trovBtes. - .

P *A

'_;‘-\Ve take the-
" Bull of November 7th . — .

.

In March, 1897, five British Indi- |-

ans . were refused admission to the
“Transvidal at Komatiepoort, and Lord

Rosmead at once made representa- |-

tions, which resultéd i their being
_permit’ed to proceed to-Johannesburg
.withih 24 hours,

. Indian subjects to enter the Transvaal

was - in direct. contravention of the’
Conventions of 1880 and 1384, and

- the lmperial Government was not

only justified in protesting against the

" violation of those. Conventions, but

was bound to do so. if it had any
regard for the Imperial hondur. From
early days the_Transvaal Government
sought in ‘one way- and another tor
exclude British Ind’ans, or to incpose.
upon them exceptional - obligations,
-action that was -always followed by
the protests of. the Imperial ‘Govern-
mept, and-was ultimately one of the
causes which led to the war of 1899,

. Timé "and again British Ministers.

appealed to British sentiment to sup-
port them' in upholding. the rights of
British coloured subjects in the Trans-

. vaal, and not'the least of (he justifica-

tions of those same Ministers for the
war that followed was theé piea that
British -subjects must -be protected.

Alter the war in which the Boers were |

rediced to impotance, and at a cost
to’ this country -of 250 millions
sterling, and some 20,000 lives, Great
Britain became the absolute master of
the Transvaal, and it ‘was. taken for
granted that whatever terras might be
offered to thé enemy, henceforth all
British subjects would be free ot the
country. And so far as"words go, s0
far as, clauses and conventions can
make them free, so {ar as despatches
-written in the best official style can
bring “about, that freedom. eXists.
Butit is in name only. When war
broke out the Indians showed their
gratitude for what had been done for
-them. - There were offers of. Indian
regiments to help the Imperial Forces.
Their offers were accepted.  We are-
remigffed of them by a letter in”the
i Jokannesburg Star. The wnter 3ays:—
S ic be through the Natal
catI'nB:?gprin‘e:gldl ‘[bcannot l%elp thinking-
that my countrymen have forgotten what
these Indians did, I saw Indians in
charge of the mule water train lead théir
mules up: Spion Kop, bringing water 10
the famished Regulars unq Irregutars.
They were exposed 10 2 galling fire, and

as one fell another silently woved 10 1Te
vacant place. T saw the woik e

Bearer Corps did in

following, frqm ]o)’m' -

- T1he refusal of the |-
Republican authorities'to allow British |

several actions in i

bringing the wounded to a place where
they could be attended to.. | saw this
man,  Gandhi, sitling by he rvoad-
side one morning after " a  strenuons
night's work with the litthe band of
Iniians .he led.” Thé Indians sulfered
great privativns for our sakes, and for
the C_Ilel. of the brutherhood which the
I',um.- gives.. A brave man—Buller—
testified to their noble endorance.  To-
day the Indians in the Transvaal, who
are 2 tliousand less than they were four
years ago according to the census, ask
1o hve o law enacted providing thal a
maximum of six of thejr ediicated coun-
trymen shall be allowed (o enter the
- country within a twelvemonth, They
want doctors of their own kind, They
want bamisters who will understand their
interests.  Blich professional men cannot
" Lhler inlo compelition with the Lurop-
‘cans, as their practice would be restiicted
1o lndians. Is it not possible for a
compromise to be arranged allowing the
Indians the right to import a certain
number of professional men’ sight away,-
end empowering the Colonial Secretary
to deal with such applications in future ?

Whilst fully realizing the legitimate
objections of South Alrican whites to
the unresiricted immigration of col-
-oured men, wé should have thought
that the equitable suggestion of the
-corresporident we have quoted was
feasible and most desirable.- What
has the Impetial Government done in
the mattér 7 Mr. Ritch, the indetati-
gable Secretary of the South African
Ldmmittee, gives us the answer :—
In reply [he writes] to repeated re-

ment ‘on the score of these exampls of
brutality and altempts to coerce the

ply with the provision of the objection-
able Registiation Law, the Government
suavely expressés their counfidence that
it is not the desire of the Transvaal
Government to administer the law-with
_any harshness,; )

As ‘a comment upon their -assu-
ances, we pive below a telegram
dated Johannesburg, October 26 :—

Since Jast Monday over 70 Indians im.
prisoped.  Wife Transvaal resident
velused permission Lo land Durban from
Naltal because husband declined to apply
for registration under new law, She

_ expected childbirth soon, shock induced

still-born birth. Gandhi yesterday trans-

" ferted to Johunnesburg dressed in convict

garb, marched thus publicly in broad
daylight from station to gaol.

‘What may be the intention of the
Transvasl . Government we do not
know. What is their action is'shown
by their acts, and they are {ndlcated
in the facts given above.. 'Itisa sorry
business. _ We hear much about the
magmficence of this Empire of ours,
‘but tor our part we would sooner have
a smaller one if within the bounds of
that smaller tertitory Cims Romanus

. Sum carried the meaning that Enylish-

to it.

 Restricting  Epucation,  The
following Regulation -(published 1o
tbe Natal Government (azeffc), has
been made by His Honour the
Deputy Governor-in-Council :—From
and after the First of February, 1909,
no pupil under the age of five or
over the age ol fourteen years shall
be permitted to attend any Govern-
ment School {or lndians.

* presentations to [lis Majesty’s Govern-

Indians by physical iil-treatment to com-’

men of an older generation attached

Meeting of Transvaal
Europeans

_ Mr. Gandhi makes a Statement

——————

The Sitoation in India

_ A meeting, which was called by in-

vitation,” was held in the Masonic
Hall, Jeppe-street, Johanaesburg, on
the 18th inst, to hear Mr. Gandhi
make a statement as to.the present
position of the Asiatic question.
Invitations were issued to represent-
ative bodies, such as the T'own Coun-
“cil, Chambers of Trade and Com-
merce, clergymen and ministers of the
various Churches, and to others who
are known to be personally interested
in the questicn. There was a good
response to the invitation, and about
100 persons were prescut at the meet-
ing. -Mr. Wm. Hosken, M.L.A., was
in the chair.
* Mr. Gandbi made a full statement
of his view of the case, and, at the
invitation of the chairman, questions
were asked, and a number of points,
such as the withdrawal of Law No. 2
of 1904, and the reason why the Indian
community ask for six educated In-
dians to be given personal right of
entry and residence yeatly, were dis-
cussed and elucidated, Mr. Gandhi
was given a very good hearing, and
was thanked- for the statement he
made. - :

In response to & request from several
of-those present, it was arranged to
hold a public meeting at an early date,
so that the Indian question may be
generally discussed and debated.

At'the close of the proceedings the
following resolution was passed with-
out dissent :— ‘

“ That this meeting of Europeans,
catled to hear Mr. Gandhi's address -
on the Indian question in the Trans-
vaal, welcomes the -programme of 1n-
dian political reform-proposed hy the
Imperial Government, and expresses
its horror and detestation of the crimes
of violence against British officials and
civilians repurted from India. That
the chairman be requested to con-
municate this resolution'to the High
Commissioner and the public press.”

~

The Transpaal, Leader made the
following comment :—

In another column we publish 2
summary of proceedings at a private
meeting held in connection with the
Asiatic question on Friday evening.
It is all to the good that so many
citizens attended to show their interest
in one of the most difficult Colonial
and Imperial questions. We note two
points with especial pleasure. It has
been decided to hold a further meet--
ing, a public one, at which full dis-
cussion will be allowed, in which dis-
“cussion it

is to bie hoped both sides.
will state their case frankly. And the
meeting passed a resolution welcoming
the political reforms in India and ex-
pressing its ** horror and detestation”
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of the crimes committed there of late.
We are informed that not only did.
Mr. Gaudhi and those of his friends
who were present vote for this, but
“that the Indian leader- indicated “his
desire that such a resolution should
be proposed. - o

Rev. John Howard and
- ~ Asiatics..-
The Sentinel (Fordsburg, Johannes-
burg) of the 28th ulte., contains a
letter from the pen of the Rev. Jdhn
Howard in reply to letters by Messrs..
Zeflertt, and J. Lane, and “Oniocker.”
.Referring to Mr. Lane’s letter, the
rev. genitleman writes ;— o
The first part of his letter is written
on the assumption that there has been

an overwhelming invasion” of Asiatics |

" since the war. Here, howeyer, atetwo
simple facts which kaock the bottom
cout of this assumption. Before the
“war there were admittedlyabout 5,000
Asiatics in this country, now there dre
.- not. 10,000, What has. become of
© “the overwhelming
gration ?” S e
Mr. Lane insists on the need for
“finger-prints,” apparentlyin ignorance
of the fact that the whole Asiatic com-
muhity have given thém, In order that
there may’ be no-_doubt about.the
matter, I quote Mr, Smuts’ own words,
spoken in the-House of Assembly on
- August 21st of this year, He said
** HTon. members will recollect it was the

impression that it was regolations framed
under the Act of last year which were the

principal stone of .stumbling, that the

Asiatics refused to comply with these re.

gulations, and that was the principal cnusc,
of the Pas ive Resistance movement. You |

will alse know that under the arrangeivent
made Tast January with the Asiatic leaders
it was arranged that a dispensation should
be given to those Axiatics who refused, for
religious reasans or otherwite, 1o give their
finger-prints.  The result is interesting, as
showing that there has beenno substantial
objection to the giving of finger-prints, In
the case of the last number of applications,
7,010 gave finger-prints; 1,960 frave two
thumbs, which was considered. equivalent
and sufficient for the purpose of registralion.
Only 70 declined 10 give finger-prints, and
in these éases the signature or oMier means
of identification wrs resorted. 1o, Hon,
members wilk accordingly see 1hat the im-
pression which exis'ed nt one time—iliat
“the principal difficulty centured around
these tegulations in connection with the
finger-prinls was not correct. “The prin.
cipal objection wus to the law itself” &
‘Lbey certainly had strong objections
. to giving finger-prints, but, in response
- to the strenuous appeals of men like
Mr. “Gandhi, they pocketed their
objections, and voluntarily gave them,
on the distinct understanding that
having . done 59" the Act would be
withdrawn.  If the Government bad
been true to tlis compromise, as the
Indians were, nothing further: would
have been heard of the matter, and
R . - .. }
the whole of this’ miserablé bungle
would have been avoided, - . .
Mr. Lane goes on to “say he has
becn informed by several Indians that
they do not want any miore highly.
educated Indians to comg_i::.\ But we
- do not want to know what

illicit  immi-"

of them say. - What is the expressed
desire of the vast mass, as revea]qd in
their gregt meetings, or more signi-
ficantly still, in their united rea_dmess
to go to guol? . Nay, what is Mr.
Lanc’s own desire 7 1f Indians are to
remain_ by his side in the country,

| dces he wish them to-sink down into
unnameable squalor-and ignorance.

and vice 7 . Does he wish ibem to be
forbidden. those agencies by which
alone “they can be prevented . from
becoming a menace :to hirself, his
tamily, and the State ? . I know there
is'but one answer to these questions,
and I appeal to Mr. Lane with much

-confidence; and to Mr. Zeffertt and

% Onlooker” without much confidence,
to’ assist in obtaining that fair and
honourable comproniise which “these
peoplée-have. exuressed-their readiness
10 accept. T i .
I cannct’ close this letter without
thanking even Mr. Zeflerit for estab-
lishing one point 1 made in my last.
In urging that six men be allowed ‘to

‘come in for protessional work, I called

attention to the: fact that Mr. Zeffertt’s
own spiritua] leaders were imported
from other countries. He retorts by
saying- that the same 15 true of us.

 Precisely. "The Dutch have fetched-

professional men from Holland, the
English from Epgland, and the Jews
fram everywhere. The only people,
apparently, who are not to be allowed
10 have teachers ‘of their own race are
 those who, according to your corres-
pondents, need them m _

But T bave faith; sir, i Briiish
justice, and once my countrymen’

the frent of the

understand the righteousness and
moderation of the Indian demand,
they will meet it in that spirit of fajr.
"play they have shown so often in thie
past,

 Let your readers remember the

| two_points considered vital by the

Indiang— ) ) -
\dw The repeal of an Act Mr. Smuts

and - .
Theadmission, by administrative

‘order, of six highly-educated Indians
in any one year, S

* NzGRO GIRL Wixs.a Prize., At
tional Association, held in Cleveland,
Q., recently there was an international
spelling championship coniest: in the
Hippodrome. ™ ‘The ‘Cleveland team
of hifteen won the city championship,

New Orleans and LErte, Pa,
the five hunéred -words submitted,
Cleveland pupils nfissed only forty.
The feature of the contest was the
winnirg of the medil by a little negro
girl, Maiie Bolden, the T4-year-old
daughter of a Cleveland mail-carrier.

Out ef

“The girl bad not missed a single word.

President Haserot called the child to
stage, and amid the
cheers of the audience, gave her the
gold badge signilying that she is the
champion speller of the best tean; jir.

several ” |

thr_:t_Umtcd States.— Clpestian Herald

says he has no intention of enforcing ; 1

a Convention of the National Educa-

easily defeating teams’ of Pittsburg,-

| Court, bétere Mr.

The Asiatic ‘Problem -

in Natal _ Ty

The  Times of Natal recently con--

tained the following in the course of
leading article:— . . -
“To the Asiatic problem in Natal
theré appears to be no immediate
solution. - In the interests 6f employ-
ers of labour Parliament will not agree
to' any proposal to stop the-immigra..
tion of indentured- Indiang, -although

lities upon {ree Indians resident in
the colony. "It has been announced
that the Asiatic Licensing ‘Bills wilt
_probably be disallowed. Apparently
Parliament did not realise

it is willing.enough to'impose disabi- -

‘ that in the
event of those Bills. becoming law ihe-
first step-of the Indian. Government

woiild have been to stop ‘all further

recruiting of Indians {6r Natal. _ The|
stoppage of the imunigration 'of in.
dentured Indians would thus have'
been . brought about indirectly,
Hovwever,- even if all further immigra-
lion of indentured - labeur were stop:
ped to-morrow the problem would not
be solved. We lave now a -large
Natal-born Indian-population, which
is increasirg every- yesr;, ‘and in the
course of a comparatively short time
wilk greatly outnumber. the whites,
These people or their parents- have
been allowed to setile here, because-
their introduction in the first instance”
was a convenience o colonists. - They
cannot now be turned out, or prevent-'
ed from ‘earning their living by any
egitimate means,’ merély because
their permanant; presence is' objected
to, or their industrial and comumercial
competition become an‘inconvenience

to the European ‘community.. Owing .

to the Asiatics, Natal has the cheap-
est and most plentiful labour of any
colony ‘in. South Africa;. but ‘these
things have their disadvautages ‘and,
Natal can’t have it both ways, - It
can't have abundance of.
labour, and at the same time secure
the Buropeans from’ the cowpetition
of free-Indians setlled in the Colony.’
If" repatriation” had been permitted

the present “embarassing - situation"

would never have arisen: but Natali-

‘1ans embarked dpon thejr Asiatic”

importation' policy  with ‘their -eyes.
open, and it is rather late in the day-

to cry out because of easily foreseen

consequencesi- If Colonel Seely can’
throw daylight on the Natal Asiatic
problem we shall be glad to benefit by
his powers of vision, e

¢harged with theit at the City Police
Hime, As™nthird
Patty had not been ‘arrested the pro--
seéutor (Sergt. Blundell) asked: for a
remand. -One: man asked that "his
case be tried then, This was refused.
He.then very feelingly informed the
"Magistrate that he had been at the
Court since 10 o’clock Lhe day previ-
ous, and had not had anything to eat
since then, His ‘Worship,: .They

will give you something to eat at the
gaoli[youaréhungry.'—fﬁﬂ;esafﬁfatal,

cheap Asiatic '

JHuxcrY," Two “Indiahs® were

.~
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Notes on-the Tr;msvaal Candasamy - were, on -Tuesday-last, | Quick-Witted Asiatics.
L= . Struggle . - qfound guilly by Me D.J. Schurman| . : 0 ——— -

s ] | of assaulting two Konknisin Market| .. 1 )
2 T . Street.~Mr. Mahomed Ebrohim Kun. |~ Bishop Waras Missionaries of the

A Waite Maw's View, . A White ki was sentenced to three manths’ im- o Futare. -

Man? writes to the Johannesburg | prisonment with hard labour, and the - _—

Star: * Since the expiration of the | other to two months each. The feet-| . p.. | \ -
Jast datelauowed"fo\r mgistmtion,‘ itis .lng in the commtmit)‘ is that the three | . 1L ritish peop!e are very dull of
generally understood that the Govern- { men were quite innocent,. and an mte\ el}tihcog‘l)aéed ‘x“? Some of the
-ment ar..e going -to rdO l'son]ethil]g.' a])!’)(’ﬁrﬂ] hﬁs bctﬁﬂ noted, the gccused‘ n}-(:tis]’.c:j E:}?- ar IIS{, ldls.holl) .\IOIOnY’
Would: it not bé feasible to make being released oi bail of £350 eaeh; Of ! lf' m‘z{, declared 1n Ll?hcgurse
-wilful breaking of the law by dealing}  -- _ ' Fleet Street London ;.l.cs the Daily
with unregistered - Asiatics ‘equally | Mr.GaxpHl's ARRIVAL. On Satur- | 7ar. rech, London. =% 7
. punished by fine or imprisonment with i day week, Mr.; Gandhi arrived at Park | -
the actual .culprits? Run in "a few | Station from Volksrust..He had been
- white people as contributory violators-| released that morping from Volksrust’
,of the law, and Athe result would be a’| Gaol, and “was me? at Standerton,
_ total absence of. dealing, with unli- | Heidelberg and Germiston by very
censed eoolies. No trade—no codlie ! | many of the-local Indians. . At Ger-
-Only, give the white people a week’s | miston, quite joo Indians gatheéred.
notification of the risk they will -be } Mr..Gandhi was -accompanied. from
running.- Thep white people, goud | there by the Chairman ol the British.
. hardworking Colonists, will stand a{Indian Association -and the Natal
chance of-making 2 living,” . Pleasant: | leaders. Mr.-and Mrs, Polak, Miss

I have only lately gone to China
“after-spending fourteen years in India,”
" the-bishop afterwards said in an inter-
view, “and my remarks were nrore
particularly in reference to Bengalis
and other highly-inteliectual Hindus,
“Theré is no doubt that both the
Indians and Chinamen were_ intel-
fectual people before we were, and
accustomed to abstruse and philoso- -

S 5 > ! olax, L phical reasonings. Furthermore, L~
:\fﬁup“f-‘ Isot h,c-'.f___r‘ D, Schlesin, and Mr. Issac joined’ the | should say there is no- question but
- e _— = "|'train’at-Jeppe. The train.was met at | yhat they are capable of closer reason: .

R e T -~ ' Park Station by a huge crowd of | ing than the average Briton.
~Tue Test Cast. - The test case i5, |'several hundred enthusiastic Indians. | % Qur pre-eminent position is not, -
after all, to come on before the New.| As he jumped from the traig, Mr. |in fny.opinion, due to our intellectual
- Year. This, in many respects, is an j Gandhi was garlanded amidst terrific | capacity so much as to the position of .
advantage, as we shall know ‘how we | cheers, Rev: Mr: Doke, Mrs. Philips | our islands, the natural wealth of our -
- start-the year 1909. - Advocates Carl } and Miss Agnes Phillips, Mr. Kallen- | country, and the faet that we have, for
Jeppe and ‘A. D: 1lome have been | bach.and Mr. Gordan were also at centuriés, been & free people. '
briefed: “The grounds for appeal are | the Station.- Mr. Gandhi was hoisted |  + It China were emancipated from
casfollowsi— .~ ' " " lupon. the -shoulders of - enthusiasts Tits bad government and its demoral-
1. Section % - of Act 36 ‘of 1908 | who made the tour of the station and | {sing habits—especially that of opium-
- could-not be enforced until a Regis- | the whole crowd left by way of the:} smoking——it would certainly become
.-trar of Asiatics as defined thereunder | centre bridge and Rissik Street to the | one of the great. world-Powers. It
> had been duly appointed. . Fordsburg Mosque, Mr. Garidhi being | hehoves missionaries, theretore, who
.27 The- order of removal contem- carried shoulder-high the wholé dis- | go abroad to be prepared toappreciate
_plated by the sa'd Section 7 of Act | tance- Whilstenthusiastic to'a degree, | those characteristics of other nations
* 36.0f 1908 is wlirg veres if-that it the crowd Was most orderly, and by |.in which they excel us, -
- operates beyond the border of the the time the people arrived at the| " «] certainly do not think the
Colony. - ... . | Mosque the:'e mu:: h‘t’-"e g;—e“ étatfgﬁ Ch.mes‘[a’n_re m?e.norl:o the ]:’.clilgfshhm_
' ‘dacision . 18 inst 1,500 people present.  MI. oint ol view of inteliect,” said Bishop
3 hTh? q%‘:;gnénﬁ l:ga_mst the addressed the audience briefly. The ](:’Jassels,"who has been out in China
weig t ol evidence anc -b ad d'd proceedings throughout were en- | more than twenty years.
I’.arenthetlca_lly, At mey ;a le -thusiastic, speeches being delivered’| «\Vhile having, perhaps, little genius
t‘t}‘a t M= mMahomed ‘Baba has 'a ;0 right up to half-past six.- -~ . for invention, they have boundless
‘*glvqn_r nonlc?:h:fVtQE::;Sta%\?’:gsi:tr;tz ) i - capacity for adaptation and imitation,
- decision ot ti ag

- . ] - f X
SalIIé s' eCl‘lO‘ll. 1\11‘. MahomCd Bﬂ.ba I HE IA"I]L COI [MUNITY. Ihe po wers Ol repeatlng flOIn IIIemOty are

: - y i i i uohe | extraordinary, and their remembrance,
has been released trom 1o _clu(ti.cl'les E'i‘tm ilbzor:t:lul:;lg, l;?:r’l hi::'et;l;ro&gm of dates anzly places is unrivalled.
of the Natal' author m:: ih:zu}io [E’:;:,% ‘rank, were schially addressed By Mr. “ As diplomatists they are never
. notice of appeal agaiost, i!, 8 Gandhi at. their meeting-place in | beaten. As farmers they produce the
of deportation against him there. Market Street, on the Monday at |most marvellous results with the most
o - | 4 o’clock. A dinner_was afterwards nﬁeagrel atllupliaml:(ei. fIS[;ng(::;;)r::;t;r:g
: ‘ vt ' aiven by the Tamil Benefit Society, | they rule the markets 0 r
MORE -AR\I;ES{S dAo‘\;r'D ]I:;rk‘zsecéz' _%;ees?dez over by Mr. V. A Cheltizr Hong-kong, and easily hold their own
. MENTS. At {er} o E;ntenced to | 1n honour of Mr. Gandhi, lmam Ab- | against Western competitors,
Mr. Moosa Raja was,t with hard | dul Cadir Bawazeer, the Chairman of | Now, certain ideas have  taken
ten- days lmR“SO“W“;':‘ t a licence. | the Hamidia Islamic' Society, and |hold ot the Chinese, and they are
labour for trading WItACH : nced to | the Natal leaders, all-of whom were | being swayed by a common sentiment.
., Two hawkers were also sente o o | present together with the most prom: This mighty land, If:avmg its anc1l::nt
_seven days each for the same offe ted | inent members of the British Indian | bed of sleep, has nsen up and taken
"At Pretoria, tvo. B1E8 weée AITESIEE | Nssociation and the Hamidia Islamic | such a leap into the vortex _0{) l"ei'Ol‘mi
" under -the. ‘New‘ Act, anh \\61;% u:e Society. - Qther” guests were Miss | as may well d:sturl_) the equili rl;un_'u:i
winded sine die. At ]otann:d_‘ ogn, Schlesin, Rev. J. J. Doke, and Messrs. the world, and, mba l'f}:mbp s‘;"‘:ir‘
four hawkers were sent fo % wking | H. Kallenbach, G. Isaac, H. S. L. | sense, shake the globe to i sda.n. tih )
Mondayforéfie moiith for bavPB poyk A Brittlebank and Leungj  ® 1o wy 080 diocese, and in the
- withgit licences. Bvidently the or Quinn (Chairman Transvaal Chinese | Far West, I had; of CO‘-“S:: € b
defHas gone forth to jngkethe sen-, Reform Union). A number of | shock and watched the change, bu
- ferices more severe: T ] (houches were afterwards made laud- 3 the immensity of the refc::mw: “when
L ‘ - o { atory of the Famil community and | pressed ugon me I';Jnk:::e -andy ‘more
SRR {.I\_ieqsrs.l\,{ahomed- éspeéiﬂ“y"‘){ the. work- dope- by }?r. recenﬂ}l‘i frll*::’l:gm -t.:‘-,, o1 ne o

L
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*1 wandered quite amazed among
the schools, colleges, and lecture-
rooms, recently erected. I was shown
over institutions—medical, narsing,
and industrial—which seemed to have
sprung from the ground at the wave
~of a magician’s wand. Over the way,
too, were mints, arsenals, and faciories,
all in full working order, and theé
streets of the new-made city ~were
macadamised, electric-lighted,
policed in a way never before seenin-
China,”

Death of Sir V, Bhashyam
_Alyengar

ﬁppreclution by the Madras
Government

" On the 2sth ulto. Sir V Bhashyam,
.Kt., C.LE., passed away at Madras. ‘

The following is an order of the
‘Madras Government dated 24th ulto.,
issued in the Public Department :—.

His- Excellency the Governor-in
Council has received with very deep
regret the intelligence of the death ot

.Sir Vembakam Bhashyam Aiyengar,

_ Kt, C.LE,, and desires to 1ecord his

. appreciation of his high character as

- ,.:well as of the public services rendered

" by the deceased in.the course of a
lorg," strenvous ‘and --distinguished
career. -_ '

SR

He served almost continuously as

a member/of the - Provincial- Legislat-

ive Council since his first nomination

to it in the year 1888, and in that

capacity he was ever ready to place

his great abilities as a jurist and his

_ intimate acquaintance with the prac-

- -tical working of the laws at the service
.of the Council. : ’

. So pre-eminent a position had he |
attained in his profession that he was
- appointed to officiate as- Advocate-
General in the Presidency, being the
first Indian to occupy that great
place; the duties of which he per-
formed with fidelity and indefatigable
industry. " In 19071 he was elevated to
the Bench as a Judge of the High
Court of Judicature, an ofiice which
he discharged with conspicuous ability
ia_ud with great satisfaction to the pub-
ic. . .

His public services and his high
personal character have been recog-
nised by the Government on many
occastons. His loss wil] be greatly
felt both by the Government and the
people. The memory of his honous-

. able lite will long survive him to fur.
nish an inspiring example to his coun-
{rymen. :

A copy of these
be communicated to Lady Bhashyam

Alyenpar with an espratging of
.,.!',pump ul iy Exut:?la;my thy m:{-.

roceedings will

and |.

-ment. o
- Some correspondent

The Asiatic Act and its
Cost

The Rev.'_}oseph J. Doke )vrités t. |-

the Johannesburg press under daté.
the joth November, as follows —_

There is.cne feature of the passive
resistance movement which has not
yet - received much " public notice..
‘T'hat is its cost to the countty. Peo-
ple look on and smile when hawkers
are convicted-or Indian residents are
deported. But they do” not seem to’

{ realise tbat all this persistent admin-

istration of laws—of which the Chief’
Justice'said, * Nobody could be pos-
itive as to what -nieaning Lhe Legis-
lature inteénded ¥ them to bear—is a
heavy burden on the country. If this

were realised I think there “would be
2 serious effort made to effect a settle-

told us the other day that wholesale
deportation will be the next move.
He said that over 1,500 are ripe for
deportation.  Of course; thiscan be
carried out,, Anything can be carried
out, legal or iliegal, under the present.
Adminmstration. These 1,500 may be
arrested; tried, sentenced, and taken
to the border. I suppose, since .fhe
railway belongs -to the Governmeiit,
the cost to-the country of this first
move will not be great. But in a few |
hours they will be back again, be:
cause they have no other home than
the Transvaal. Of course, they will.
be re-arrested, re-tried, and then im-
prisoned. ~The-cost of imprisoament
at 2s. per man per day (the usual cost
is, I believe 2s. 6d., but they are not
dealing sumptuously with the Indians)
would reach £150. If it is a three
months’ sentence those 7, 500 will

cost the country A£13,500! You |-

may put what they earn at hard .lab-
our against the cost of law proceed-
ings and official .expenses. - Perhaps
there will be another visit to the bor-
der; at least, that sort of thing has
been already done. Last month 75
Asiatics were taken out of prison at
Barberton and sent down for a trip
to Komatiepoort, brought back by
the next train at o end_ of expense,
and lodged in gaol. It was a plea..
sant change, no doubt, but wholly
unnecessary, and very absurd !

But, Sir, you have to deal, not with
1,500, but with 6,000 or 7.000. ‘How
are you going to do it! The cost. is
prohibitive ! Of course, if the law
were just it would be worth while en-
!orcing it at a much greater cost ; but
it is not just, and it settles nothing.
General Smuts saw another difficulty,
and frankly stated it in" Richmond
Hall in February last. «'The policy
of imprisonment,” he said, “was
very good as a threat, but every sen-
sible man knew it was a policy which
could not be catried out in this couns

it Ha defied any CoYernmeny to
but lwsaa tnen in prigup hyta, gty
Wils QUL prispne enough; and i was

ernorin-Conncil with bor' sod her
fawmily at thalr borgavemeny,

{ the Transvaal.”

in Pretoria |

"ed -people 1

{8 phiysical imqma!lhiﬂk@n " Iy way alam

]2 moral impossibility, because he-
{ thought it would iojure the reputation

and prestige,of the white peopkv.\o[

R . T

Then there is, to my mind, a still

more serious reason-lor alarm, Re-
cently, I am told, the overcrowding -
at the Fort was shocking! Without:
any blame attaching to the officials
there, these wretched laws, which the
Chambers of Commerce are so anx- -
ious to retain, have sent so- many - In-
dians to gaol, that according to state-
ments which.-we have no reason ty -
doubt a cell marked for 50 and 100, .
115, and 123 crowded into it on
different nights! The men them- _
‘'selves told me that it-was difficult for
them to lie down. Complaints to
this eflect. were ‘made t» the prson
authorities a weel ago ; to-day, I am-
informed they are “beginning jn-
vestigations.” We shall “await the
result with interest. - - -
."'But. this week, under the rigorous
administration of Mr- Chamney, sup-
-ported by our Chamber-of Commeérce .
and Municipal Council, there should

-be = very large accession to our gaols.
_And then ? Well, Sir, I leave it to

you and te your readers to. dream .
over that state of affairs? If plague

‘or malignant fevers do not break out -

through ill fare and -overcrowding,

- Johannesburg may be. very thankful.

These are not merely- alarmist’
views ; they point to the: .need of an
immediate seitlement. -

Will you not help us to urge an im-
mediate settlement? Will you ‘not
help us to urge an immediate confer-
ence between General Smuts and. the
Asiatic leaders, in the hope of settle:
ment;  And it must come. .

N

‘-

COLOURED PASSENGERS ON THE
CS.A.R.  “ Pro Bono Publico,” writ-
ing to the ZTranspaal Leader on the
4th December says : 1 draw the atten-
tion’ of the Railway officials to the-
poor accommodation -for coloured -
passengers in- the C.5.A.R.  trains.
There is but one compartment ** res-
erved ” for coloured passengers. . Of- ¢
ten it is overcrowded, and although*
other compartments are empty colour-
ed people are not allowed to accupy
them.. Some trains have no reserved
compartments, in “which case the
colourcd second-class passengers are
compelled to go in with the whites.
Such was the case on Wednesday in~
the 1.54 train ifrom Krugersdorp. A
white man, drunk, iosulted the colour-
ed-passenger and offered to kick him
ont of the white "man's carriage.
This passehger never spoke, “%5‘;

‘was proyoked from Krugersdorp. to

Witpoortje. He is in the Government
service, and has a second-class month
ly ticket. For the good of all colours
pray ‘that a < reserve ”
Sompartment { % kept on all traind fof
B Aeapisest Fnray,  Wa uie oll citiseny
vE tha Colang,-and uader the Governs
MAnk eup lives musk ha nsfeguardnd
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_ Danger of a. Boycott

- "7‘_7 ) . .7
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"Mr. Robert Sutherland 'writes to
Zke Star as follows uncer date the
6th November (- -
- Zhe Star, which sympathised with
And voiced the grievances of the Brit-
ish Indians during the #égime of the
Jate' Republic is now-their most. host.
ile critic in-the daily Press, und. the
staunch supporter of. the Present Gov-
ernment in enforcing laws which en-
hance “instead of lessen their old

. Brievances. . Although this seems ‘in-

. .consistent, my cbject in addressing
Yol is not for the purpose of showing
this, but to point out that the policy

- which you at Present support is likely
to lead to serious loss to & section' of
the people of this country and Nata)

- Im-a way whichi the people of the
Transvaal do not at present foresee,

. Those of your readers who are
Anglo-Indian or who -have kept: in
touch with Indian aflairs must have
noticed that there has been .no ‘ques-
tion in India for a long time which
has roused and united the different
sections as has the treatment of the
Indians in this country, There have
‘been meetings of protest held: al]
over the country fromi Kurachi to

»; Rangoon, and these meetings have

*been led and supported by men of

the fiist rank, who are esteemed by |,

the people and ar= in the confidence.
of the Government. ‘At these meet-
ings, in addition to the usual-resolu-
tions of -sympathy, the question has
‘been usually “discussed as to what
- .would be the best means of bringing
" ‘practical aid to the Indians in the

. | ment” which is meted out to their

.Transvaal, and there have been gen-”

. erally two.proposals made.
"+ -5 to introduce legislation differentiat-

The first |

" ing against South African colonists.

which would humiliate them, such as
the laws of this country do to British
Indians.  India is now within sight
‘of a measure of self government,
.- which would enable this to be done,

The second proposal which was ap-

proved of was to start an industrial
boycott against South Alfrica, and
.this is the point which I -wish to
make and the danger to which I have
relerred. - :

. The sale of South African coal has
been strenuously pushed in the In-
dian markets during the last year or
so, and the shipments have been.go-
ing up by leaps and bounds and

, ‘prumise, if things go on unintertupt-
- edly, to reach important dimensions.
English coal, which competes with it
is handicapped by canal .dues of ten
francs 2 ton, and this is where _Soulh
Africa has the pull and .promises-to
acquire even a stronger position in
the Indian markets. Is if wise on

the part of this country to jeopardise-

this promising business for ail that
the British Indians now ask ? IHbIa
is done—and the present struggle 1
to continue judging from the strong
undd wpunbinows fecling which &b ple:
hent wsints in fudin anlang sl cloisw
ind eolonrs as to the shamelnl tregt:

‘Japan, India adopted a boycott, such

“Shccesé of the Japancse Agreément
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kms:pen in this country—it is safe to
pred:gt YeTy soon we shall learn some
morping that South African coal js
be:_ng. shunned and treated in Indig
as if it had been sprinkled and mixed
with cholera and plague virus, and
South  African steamers as if they
were floating coffins. This boycott
would have started ere this only that
some of the more moderate and influ.
votial leaders counsélled delay and

not to be over hasty, to see it wiser |

counsels did not prevail here, and the
people of this tountry did not re-con-
sider and concede the moderate: de-
mands of the British Indians. Some
lwo years ago, in a complaint ‘against

as is now proposed against South Al
rica, when Japan was brought to her
knees im a week, and this can be
done with South Africa. It has been
argued that as the buying power is in
favour of South “Africa, India could
not carry on a successful boycott
against her, which is nonsense, f{or
South Africa buys from India things
which she cannot do without and can-.

not get elsewhere, whereas India has |.

English, Japanese, and Australian
coal to fall back on, and she is in an
indggendent position.

- Asiatics in Canada |

The Standard’s Ottawa correspond-
ent, cabling on the 25th ulto. says :—

The inimigration of Japanese into
Canada tor the first seven months of
the present fiscal year—April. to Qc-
tober inclusive—amounted in all to
434 persons, 285 being men, 123 ‘wo-
men, and 26 children. 'For the cor-
responding period of last year Japan-
ese immigrants into the Dominion
totalled 6,648,

This great decrease shows .the
effectiveness of the arrangement con-
cluded by Mr. Rodolpbe Lemieux
with the Japanese Government to
restrict immigraticn. No more Jap-
anese or Hindoos, will be admitted
into the Pominion this year.

The total immigration into Canada
from all countries during the months
from April to October amounted to
109,575 persons, a decrease of
102,449, or 48 per cent., as compared
with the same period of last year.
The Immigrants from the United
States for the seven months nuinbered
50,238, an increase of 783. )

‘If the Hindoos in British Columbia,
‘misled by agitaters anxious to foment
trouble for the Imperial and Canadian
Governments, and backed by the sed-
itious Hindoo organisations in Chic-
agn and Seattle, continue their pre-.
sent attitude ol oppesition to the pro-
Ject of migration to Bntish Honduras
many may he depotted to Indid by
tho Intnigratign Dnjiartntent as belnd
undpslinbly Litleons and tzpanitinty

- Treating Indians as
* Niggers

Iz Canada and South Africa

The Stkh immigrants to British
Columbia have just held a meeting at
Victoria, says™ Zhe Gloke of the
24th ulte,, to protest against the
treatment meted out to them by the
Canadians,
to sympathise with much of what
they say.
want the British Jndian in his coun-
try; and that is reasonable enough,
partly on“the grounds of racial purity
and partly on those of the competition
of cheaper Oriental labour, while the
Canadians rightly enough, do not in-

-tend to lower the wages market. But

it may be doubted whether in any
case Canada offers a good place for

the settlement of any number of

British Indians, and the difficulty has
to this extent been exaggerated. But
there is also rnom for grave com-
plaints as to the social treatment of

him as a subject of the same Empire,
the Canadian is often ignorant enough
to treat the Sikh or the Hindoo as a
“nigger.” There is the same un-
happy tendency in South Africa ; and
both together re-act on the situation

and it-is impossible not.

The Canadian does not

the Indian. So far irom treating’

in India in a manoer that is singularly |

serious. It should be pertectly easy

"to treat’ the Indian immigrant as a

reasonable being, and to come to ar-
‘Tangements with him, without inform-
ing him by harsh treatment that he is
a member of an inlerior race. The
Canadian is putting a pretty hard
strain ofi Imperialism when he be-
gins to treat the Indian as 2 man
utterly beneath himself, while he
still asks that the Indian civil service
should be open to himself and his
sons, and that Indian trade should be
free to Canadians. -

Swami Shankeranand at
' Stanger

Until recently Durban has been the

only place at which the Swamiji has -

been expounding ancient Vedic lore,
but the learned Sanyasi is now - en
a lecturing tour along the North-Coast
line. ’

* Last Saturday evening saw him at

Stanger where he was met on the
station by a huge concourse of Indians,
gathered from farand near todo honour
to their spiritual guide. All adjourned
to the premises of Mr. G. C. Patel.

On Sunday the holy priest performed
Yagna. A big crowd listened with in-
tense attention to'the Swamiji*slecture,
which followed this ceremony, For
the beunefit of the English people
presunt, hie also kindly gave an English
version of his Hindi teaching, which
maiply rdudidted It wshorting his
haafeks Lo lve plrg and righiatug

an ?uhliu charity

lives, as laid dvwn t_:g the Vedan
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What the * Man in the
- Street’’ Says -

Mr. W. M. Vogl writes to the Star
of the zsth ulto, as follows — ‘

Surely, reading the resolutions
_passed by the various cor_nmercml
bodies, and Town Councils, also
largely composed of commercial men,
- must force once more vividly upon-the
minds of all thinking people the fact
that the whole «f this agitation
against Asiatics is purely an economnc
- agitation, or, to speak plainer, an
agitation ergineered entirely by the
faumous “* Where do 1 come in?”
spir t on the part of their competitors,
at the expense of our good name for
justice and fur play. 1t there exist
. any donbts as to Lhe accuracy ol this
assumption, read the wording of these
resolutions, and you will see that the
Asigtics’ crime is “ that they trade,”
not that they are uncivilised ; in-fact,
it we are to tolerate their presence
-amongst us at all, sdays the spirit of
these resolutions, we prefer them in
an uneducated rather that an educat.
“vd state: It we trace something of
the origin of this queer business—it
certainly is queer amonyst a civilised
people in the 2o0th century—we find
that it started amongst the meanest
of our trading cominunity, who reully
ieel this cémpetition as they do the
competition of one another, but thit
it made litle headwoy ‘amongst our
level-headed and just men till the

doctrine of colour prejudice——a doc-

trine as much in accord with higher
morality” as race prejudice is—was
openly preached by men from another
Colony, "and under its -preachment
their real desires were hidden ; then
-it made headway, and to-day we find
that, like the snowball, it has been
rolled up and up, apparently taking
with it the whcle of the white popula-
tion, I say apparently, because, while
it is claimed by the leading spirits of

this movement, “that the whole ‘of

the white population supports the
Government's attitude,” even -when
it goes to the length of persecuting
or prosecuting men whom its chiel
mouthpiece has publicly stated are
conscientious objectors, what do -we
in reality find ?- Do we find the pub-
lic active or indifferent to this moye-
ment? I submit that everything
goes to prove that our disinterested
white comnunity is quiie indifferent,
when not in actual sympathy with the
passive rtesisters, and although at
times many could- be induced to
mouth the supposed popular theory,
yet generally the sama people, if
questioned seriously, admit that they
do not understand the subject, bur
generally finish up by stating, « They
suppose that it ail the Asiatics, etc.,
could be put out of the country, there
would be more scope for those ot ys
who remained.” 1 have over and
over again put this subject fully before
persons, even some who have votled
tor resolutions like those passed yos-
tecday, and have invariably jound

allow-this persecution and injustice

‘the Asiatic cause, but of fighting,the

.minds as being a- thing for the dim |

them willing to .concede as a_just
right all that the Asiatics now ask {or;
I am convinced that there is a great
need for putting in some effcctnal
way the whole of the case Tor the
Asiatigs plainly. before the. publie,
put it over and over again till -alt un-
derstand every phase of it It is-a
grave question;-and much depends on |
ns just settlement in the cause of
justice ared the progress of our peo-
ple. . It is a serious thing to hear on
all hands, “ I have never studied the
question, and can’t give an _opi_n_ion, »
and to find when an. opinion is ex-
pressed that a little study of the sub-
ject would aller\it. e T

1 submit-to all- lovers of justice,
and especially those who have given
the-whole subject careful study that
it is their duty to leave no.stone un-
turned to lift the veil from the minds
of our people, so” that they shall no
longer 10 ignorance and’ indifference

to ride rampant throughout our Col- |

ony, which bids fair to be chronicled |

in- history as the dark page of the
Transvaal, and to rival, when written
twenly years hence, the hideous his-
tory we now read of South America
preceding the emaucipation of slaves,
This is not a question of fighting

cause of justice against noise, self-inter-
est, end ignorance. ‘Ihis Colony has
passed the -pioneer stage; pioneer
doctrines must be left béhind now.
The conscience of the country only-
needs to be stimulated by a fearless
leader and knowledge to sweep away
such ipjustices as these, - -

“ What We are Drift-
. ingto”

I an article under the above head-
ing, the 7 ransvaaler says :—In course |
ol time the native will play a very im-
portant part, if not indeed the prin-’
cipal part in our industrial systemw.
He will as a result of our liberality
in educating him at little or no cost

to himselt be able to earn a decent |-

income, save money and invest it'in

the industrial undertakings of the
country—in farming, factories, etc.

Nothing can prevent him from doing

that. e, in fact, foresee the native |
raised to a position that will ensure
for him the respect of all whites and

make him the equal of most. And

as the dative populatios will continue |-
to outnumber the white, a time must
come when the white will be beaten:
at the polls, and the native will make!|
the laws for Black acd white, This
is beyond any doubt the tendency of
our present policy and the direction
in which any general South African
policy is fairly sure to lead. . We can-
not prevent it. Itis inevitable. * We
may. dismiss the- subject from~ our

and disiant future. Dut our =hild:
ren's childrep will have to face the
trouble.. We may retard the process

.

hat is evolving . a. cizilised, Hative .
population, “claimibg ‘and. exerciging -
the rights of civj!is_e‘d-éitizcnsili , by
only for a time. ; And.then the coloufs

question-will become less importart_
“than it is mow. “The barrier of colour
tnat separates a cultired' white froim .
an untutcred savage or‘an™-uncoltured -
coloured person, will notibe assstrong
as at present, and white and:black- -
will intermarry. At first-the laws of |
the white man will severély punish in-*
tercourse. But'so many hallwo!pured "
children will continually be bern-that
-a mixed. race will -arise that will de-.
stroy the "barrier between the black .
and  white. Such is the state of-:
things South Afrjca is* drifting to, -
And we are bringing. it about our-
selves as if we afe paid to do-it !

-

Latest 'Telegrams from
~  the Transvaal .

: Pretoria, Thu\rs_day. '
The Randeria appeal wds dismissed

by the Supreme Court to-day. The -

Court held that the Magistrate’s pro-

cedure ' is adminisftmive.and not -
criminal aud no appeal lay. )

The Court considered - that no
offence had been compmitted under
Section 7, and there was no convic-
tion. The guestion was raised as to -
the meaning -attaching to -the last ~
clause of the Section,’ T ’

The Indian leaders are now
ing Governments' action;

await- -

s s

i

DursaN FRUITERERS’ ASSOCIATION.
A general meeting of the Association
will be held-on Sunday at 10 a.m., in
Mr. Ismail Timol's Hall, Margesha
Buildings. The annual Report will
be presented and the election- &
oﬂ‘ia?éfs‘ta}cp place. B
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