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- What the Transvaal
"~ Thinks

.

. Tuere is no doubt whatever of fhé_ :

great impression that has been pro-
‘duced upon the public -mind by
the now famous” Johannesburg Mass
Meeting. We are assured that the
speeches made by the - European
friends who attended the megting-have’
evoked a quite remarkable display--of
interest and enthusiasm on the part of
many BEuropeans ‘'who have hitherto
been content to rema’n silent sym-
pathisers. We are more than.confirmed
in our belief that the allegedly hostile
attitude of the vast majority of the
white inhabitants of the Transvaal is
putely a myth. We believe that most
people are indifferent to the claims of
British Indians, an indifference that is
due to ignorance of the true bearing
ol the case, but that is a very different
thing frows active or even passive
hostility, We can never get away {rom:

the fact that the white inhibitants of ]

the Transvaal are the mast important
supporters of the Indian trader ‘and
hawker. Surely, it the alleged hos-ility
really existed, it would be easy to work
upon that feeling, by 4 proper appeal
to race-pride, and thus indicate to the
Tndign passive resister that his claims
did r{g# meet with the approval ol his
white Yellow-Colonists, ’
21t is difficult to read Mr. Cachalia's
wignified appeal to the Luropean
public without_ feeling keen regret that
the Rand Dadly Mail, which has
hitherto been not entirely unsym-
[

““the law must be a fetish”

paletic to the Indian cause should

have gone out of -its way to misinter-

pret the present situation. That a
responsible journal should insist that
_ is an
absurdity that could be perpétrated
only in such a country of absurdities -
as South Africa, :
Why, too, the Mail shruld hve
been more sympathetic to the Indians
when they demanded more than they
do now, it .is difficult to discover..
One would have thought that the very
moderafion of the Indian claims would
have evoked a proportionately greater

"degree of sympathy.. But we have to

realise that, in this struzgle, it is
hopeless to lock for reason and logic
on the other sidé. Our contemporary.
has asked; what would happen suppos-
ing “the coloured people and the
natives took aleal out of the Indians’
book and refused to pay obnoxious
taxes, becausgghey were unrepresented
and voiceless.  Our _reply would
assuredly be that the vnrepresented
peoples would have to be given some
lorm of representation, or they would
have to be freely and (ully consulted
betore legislaiion affecting their many
interesls was initiated. Lord North
ntight have_ asked a similur question
of the North Anerican Colonists in
1775. The Colonists put the maltter
in a very plain way. *No taxation
without representation,” they argued,
And so Indiansreply: “No legislation
without consultation.”

The Star, which has lately become
much more moderatein its expressions
of opinion, puts a new gloss upon the
situation, - }f ouly Indians behave
themselves and ceasc their wicked
ways, says -ouf contemporary, in
effect, everything, can be satisfactorily
arranged.” No doubt' But Brtish
Indians in the Transvaal are wary
birds to day, and are not to be caught
by spraying their tails with a saline
solution. ‘Fhey absclutely reluse to
trust the Government.  They are riot
going to meckly close their eyes and
open their mouths and see”what the
great General Smuts will send them
I'hey prefer to trust to thems<lves and
their own sense of right. Our contem.
porary makes a curious suggestion and
an Iinportant admission. The Trans-
vaal trouble maust really be suttled by
the Tnter-Colonial Convention., Well,
if the Stur admits the right of the
other Colonies to inter{ere on behalf
ol General Smuts, it must alse be con-
ceded that the Natal [ndians and those
in other Colonies have also the right
to assist the'r Transvasl brethren in
the present strugple.  That they b ove
already done and will continue to do.

- Meantime, the last word is not with

the Convention, but with the British
Indians themselves. - We have -no

IN A LYADKRETTE CONMENTING UPON
the petition forwarded by
Where  its Barberton Correspondent,
We the Transvaal Leader says:
Agre: - The section of the people
- - dealt with incidentally in-
cludes Asiatics. There is nothing to
which ahy reasonable person can.
object in.adjusting conditions of coni-
petition in the way proposed ; because
such an amendment of the law would
not discriminate against’ British 1n-
dians, If it i1.cludes them that cannot
be helped.” We entirely agree wilh
the principle that Indians shovld be
bound by general legislation, aund
that has always been the argument ci
the Indian community. ‘t'here is no
objection t~ legislation affecting all
sections of the community alike. Itis
when there is differential legislation
based uponrace and colour that British
Indians object strenuously, The, prin-
ciple of general legislation was enun-
ciated by the Indiait community many

| years ago, and not later than this year

it was re-affirmed at the time when the
community willingly accepted the
Early Closing Act, which was framed
so that it operated agaihst and in
regard to all sections of the .com-
munity. If all legislation throughout -
South Africa were based on this prin-
ciple there would be no fear, we are-
sure, of a recrudescence ol passive
resistance.

THE JOHANNESEURG MUNICIPALITY IS
- notoriously reactionary in

An the carrying out ‘of its
Immoral  colour policy. Its latest
Replacing : exploit is to dismiss the

Indians employed in the
Jobannesburg Parks and Cemectery, on
the ground that they are defying the
Registration Law, In point of fact,
for ~all practical ~purposes, beyond
attending meetings and lifting up their
voice on behalf of their brethren, the
Municipality’s Indian employees are
taking no aclive part in the present
strugzgle.  They are not in a- position
to do so. Th-y may kave burnt their
voluntary registration certificates, but,
seeing that they do not need them for
the purpose of their work, seeing 1hat
it is unnccessary for them to produce
these documents, in view of the fact
that they dn not reqnire licences of
any kind, it is very ditfioult to uyder—.
stand the motive of the Johanngsburg
Maunicipdlity in’ pursuing thesgourse
that it has adopled. We may, however,
suggest one plausible reason. ofhe
registration question h:s been usedas
a bhind. The real reason for the glis:
missal of these hard-working Indiao
employees is that tremendous pressieg |
is being Dbrought to ‘bear upan ghe
Town Councilto employ white tabour
only whercver this can possibly be

doubt what the outcome will be.

done. There arc many white un-
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- i sbut d it is | reatised throughout the Coloay, there'} .Except in the case of boroughsangd .

. :::1 grlgzre?ol:i;}: tl;h:l:‘;e;e:;lgé zr;rk that | can be no ps:a%e in the land, and it is | townships, all-applications, and an »
the Indian employees are being dis- | hopeless upon such a foundation to | plans which may be required, shall be
missed. 1t is true, no-doubt, that | endeavour to build a great nation. So | lodged .in duplicate, and one copy
charity commences at home, but; to { long as selfish interests predominate, | thereof shali be forwarded by. the
outmind, the methods of the Johannes- | closer union, in the real sense of the | Magistrate to the L:censt_ng.pf‘g‘:_:er,
burg Municipality seem in the nature | term, is an impossibility. - In the case of aa application’for 3 . .
of robbing Peter to pay Paul, The : — new licence or a transfer of an existing -

Mgl A - _ d L ‘ licence the applicant shall also pub.
. :;‘d;:; ;‘;;’in;u;;?ie‘:l}l:ftgzslsat?e:;o THE RECENT OUTRAGES AT CATO | ish a copy of the application twice jn _

. " -Marior indicate a very-| a newspaper published or circulating .
ﬁﬁﬂ?&;ﬁ;ﬁ&ﬁ&h&%ﬁ:&ﬁ Cato Manor serious - condition of | in the district, the first of such publi-
at its expense, Of course, Indians | Ontrages. -~ affairs in the nerghbour-' cations to be not less than Jousteen
" are not voters, though they sre rate-{ =~ .~ hood. From various re- | days and the second not less than six
payers, and are, consequently voice- | ports, it would appear that Cato Manor or wmore than ten days begore the - .
less, ‘but we should prefer them to|1s the habitat of two gangs of des- | Licensing Officer shall consider the
be voiceless than that, were they | peradoes’ who terrorise the Indian | same, L o
"occupying the place of the present | inhabitants of the place. The police Applications lor licences to take
Municipal Councillors, they them- [ supervision seems to be entirely™in- | effect at the beginning of the year will
selves should be guilty of blackmailing | 2dequate, and very little seems to be | be received at the M_aglstrate_’s office
others on the ostensible reason that | done to deal with the resulting crime. | of the division in which the licence is
they are, as Mr, -Smuts has called { We learn that the Indian cuitivators | sought. to be obtained on and after.,
them, conscientious objectors. We | are so terriﬁed_ that they dre leaving § the ist day of the preceding Novem-
had always thought that matters of | their holdings inlarge pumbex_‘s. 'ljbe ber, and will as far as pos:ﬂble be"
- conscience and politics were outside | facts alieged are sufficiently ,gtarth_ng .dealt with in the order in which they .
the sphere of Muaicipal affajrs. The |85 to '_neegl the closest attention and | were lodged. - LT
Johannesburg Municipality appears | investigation on the “part ol the 4- Upon receipt of an application
to consider otherwise, \’\fe cannot .authonpes. In any case, better police for a licence the Licénsing Officer
. congratulate that body upon its sudden § protection should be afforded, and we |.opy1) e at liberty to obtain from the
assumption of virtue. . L look tg tbe Congress o press this _Health Oﬁice.r‘ or Sanitary Inspect_o'r_ .
S s . | matterin the proper quarters. . "ot the division, borough or township, -
‘ - e a report for his guidance in respectto .

. THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF TRUTH LT : : the sanitary arrangements of the pre-
- . and a great deal that is|{- New Licensing Regu- . mises proposed to be licensed, - .
Indians up;g:t,m ﬂ:: igﬂfﬂ; ’fﬁ: lations for Natal. . s-_Tge t',?ptl;lcani shall, if g%reto.
on ness's comments on - ‘ o © ] require e Licensing cer,
Natal’ term3 of employmentf)ﬂ‘er-. . ’ ; . i | 3pPear personally and produce to the,
Rallways. - ?d'b)[ the Natal l:;:lway nafy, %‘L"ﬁmﬁ,‘?o faggezftﬁm&'tg: Licensing Officer his books bf account
o " ‘ pl;uxst!-:l:xon. e t:m' contains the following :— -, . jor'such other documents or evidence
Sympa :;e e‘g"ie Y’Tb -°“'E°°n. ™1~ x. The rules published under Go.{3S May be necessary to show to the .
0 o oo o i o | Yment ot N 676 10 15, | ilactionof thar offcer i b i
“feult of their own, but from a desire | 2957 .31 hereby repealed, without, ; . t:' . Vtrehcondltxpns“lmd -
on the part of the Goveinment to | PTSUdice to any matter proceeding at -ky section 7 of the Act as regards the
P the' date of the publication of these | keeping of such books of account in

retrench. But what else can. the ‘ the English 1 fe as 3 ! and
rules, -, . . g anguage as are usual an

Gt;;erg:eﬁr: d:, (;;henwrt_ﬂzsethl:dza:: s In .these rules proper in- the busmw‘s_, to be carried

' girk can be doney’by- an Indian re- * Licence unless otherwise spe- { o™ adnd.my oier STidence it e

coiving 105, & month? We do not| - Cified means either a wholesale mayl esire to bring in support ‘of his-

think it can be justly said, as does our or setail licence. : . - e down, o note of which shall De

, ) 2 . “New Licence” means alicence | t2ken down in writing by that officer,

contemporary, * these lads; who are
competent and experienced cleaners
cannot be found then, and in their

<. in respect of premises for which | , .6~ Objections to any application .
there is not at the date of appli- | 07 2 e Hoence ar for ‘he transfer of -
h ; A cation an existing licence similar | 3 1€ Lust e lodged at. the.
Dm0 | Ko it | i o or o it
tration found Indians to be unreliable In Tavour of a person who does | 2 n;ssed l:o i  aeing Offcen -
they surcly would not be employed, | * .po 3t thedate of the application | 707, *%%. faan four days before the
Moreover, the work of cleaning loco- hold a similar licence in the | €XPUY Of the two weeks during which -

reove T i - division,-borough - i | the application is required to be -
ggﬂv:shianlg r{t):l:;gl csatlo‘;rk tls not of as the case I:::ygbe?r}ownshlp ' | advertised under rule N%- L
i 1 oo e | oo Coane” e, s | T sy i g Do
ledge which evea Coloniakborn Eare: the case may be, the Licensing | been lodged the Licensing Officer
ean lads may be presum ed to possess, | Board of the Division or the | shall appoint a date for-the hearing of
Yl, instead of growling'-at the Indian' - Town Council of a Borough, or [ the application and objections, and
our contemporary would realise, a5 we the Local Board of a Township, | Botice of the hearing shall be given to .
 do, that the economic position of this | .  APPLICATIONS For ticences, - | h¢ applicant and the objector not .

E,:lon:; can never }:;e :i.a ;table one so | 3. Every person‘desiring to obtain _'Iie::ethan.iourdaysEeforgthe~appointed_
g a3 semi-servile labour at sewi- | a new licence or a rencwal or transfer | ..., The Licerisin: cer shall ens
:Ier'vue wages is emplo;rqd, 1t will be ! of an e'xjsring licence shall lodge at doﬁ.e u;olr:iczgzi:’ga Oq}zgri:: alflo: na ’
g ;m}g an 1m‘mens; service to Natal, | the Magistrate's office or Town office icence * his decision'pgs ards the
Ve r;ve Again and again, of our Own | an application addtessed to the |-issue or refusal of 2 lit:enc:reeg o
a.l::co ; and representing the views of Licensing Officer in the. form of{. 8. The record of each . hall
':he Eas]t mass of Nat,a}‘;nt_ixms, urged | Schedule A | éomﬁrise the api licat?:::' thmé ﬁs Tty
orec haot tzry] ;goz?s: htic;f il?m::!t%; ml.::sr aggztcﬁnt !'o;'d a !icer;lce for pre-| i any; of {he I?eilth Oﬂi’cer’ or g:ni'
| el Jabour, o fov lcensed at the time of | tary Inspector, the obiections. | '
of a.tfree pet:‘pie, and not-to base their , making the application shall attach to th?decsig;’;no;'r ttlfeoll:i]::::ls?:s' (l)f.‘ﬁaclg':
fionan 0 treachaross  oundation. | v sy S LA o, drawn | and i nces o erdenes 54 o
. . | to-scale, 6 i 0 ich s ' i
We tear.chat until this vital truth s | licensed, . ¢ Sougitto b betors e, Thich shall hava been leid,

-
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9. The Licensing Officer for the
" Colony shall keep 1 record book in
which he shall record all applications
.for licences, with the particulars there-
of, and bis decisions thereon:- ",
i A licence shall not be issued
until the necessary stamps are tendered
or the money-paid. - .t
- 51 A licensing officer inay require
any applicant for a licence to sign the
counterfoil of the licence, and to make
_ his thumb print, or finger print, in
such manger as may be directed upon
the counterfoil or elsewheré, as the
officer shall instruct. S

. 1L.——APPEALS. :

12, The applicant, or any person
interested may, within \wo weeks of
_the decision, give notice in tbe form
. "of Schedule B, to the Clerk of. the
~Board or Council of his intention to
appeal against the decision of the

.. licensing officer,

¢

With the notice of appea! shall be.

. lodged the sum of twelve pounds ten
shiflings (£12 70s. od.)-sterling,
‘which shall be applied by the Clerk,

_ so far as may be necessary, in paying
the travelling expenses allowed to

. members of the Board or Council, and
any other expenses incurred in con-

nection with the meeting or meetings’
+ of the Board or Council ; and anything -
returned to

- remaining over shall be
the appellant,. o
- If more than one appeal is brought
- before the same meeting of the Board
or Council the expenses shall be
divided. equally among the several

appellants. _ - -
“13. A notice of the day fixed for the
‘hearing of appeals, together with a
list of the appeals, in the form of
‘Schedule C, shall be fixed to the door
“of the Court-House or Town Office
“for at least- five deys before the
.appointed date. -~ . - .
14. The Clerk;, immédiately upon

receiving notice of appeal, shall re-

quire the licensing officer to forward
- to him the minutes of proceedings,
and documents or copies thereof,
together with the reasons for his
decision, all of which shall be opento
iuspection by the appeliant.

J5. The proceedings of the Board-
or Council shall be open to the public.-
" “16. The Clerk shall keep minutes

* of the proceedings.

- 17, The record of t’f;e application :

‘shall” be read before. the Board or
Cauncil, e N
" 18. The appellant, and any person
_interested, shall be entitled to be
heard upon the appeal, by himsell, or
by any person acting under hi§ written
authotity, and "shall be . ¢ntitled to
Dring forward such evidence ashe may
think fit in support of the appeal.
Should -any. interested party be
opposing- the appeal he -shall be
éntitled to the same rights as to
appe¥ance, and production of evi-
dence as the appellant. _
tg. The Board may adjourn the
hearing of an appeal either for the
purpose of the production of further
evldence, of to consider their declsion
upen the appeaks o

| 'l.ésngd by the l:ondnn Committes

" INDIAN OPINION : _

“ British indians in the
: Transvaal *

!mpn.rtfant Memoraadom

- (Conchuded) -~

"The European Press report regret-
[ fully that eflorts to aveid-a breach of
the settlement have proved unsuccess-
ful. They report Mr. Gandhi’s inter-

.| view with the General; that he was

permitted to peruse the Draft Amend-
ment to the Immigration Restriction
Act proposed by the Government;
and that Gen ral Smuts intimated
that it was his intention to repeal the
Asiatic Registration Act.

. The Siar reports having received
a statement from the Colonial Secre-
tary that the latter was willing. to
meet the Indian community and re-
peal Act 2 of 1907, and to treat
Indians in future coming into the
"Fransvaal as prohibited Indians under
the Immigration Act if the leaders of
the Asiatic community would agree
to the amendment of -the Act which
the Colonial Secretary proposed.
These amendments were submitted
to Mr. Gandhi and they did not at
all satisfy him for various reasons
which he advanced., :

Juxe 27, 1908.—General Smuis
having contended that his interpre-
tation of the Immigrants’ Restriction
Act excludes Indians with educational
attainments, it is decided to bring a
test case-in the name of Mr: Shapurji,
a well educated Parsee Indian of
Charlestown, C :

Rand Daily Mail (June 18th), *“It
is certain however thdt the Indian
community believe repeal had been
promised snd it appears equally cer-
tain that a week or so ago, the Gov-
emment had not contemplated to
repeal but on the contrary were’ pre-
paring merely to legalise the voluntary
registration under the Act.”

Jury and; 1908.—Mr. Gandhi
sinites to the Transvaal Press pointing
out that to his letter of the’ aznd
February there is not one word ol
repudiation of the promised repeal.
©Of his allusions to the promise in the
correspondence that took place after
suspicions were aroused there was no
repudiation. His pointed questions
were ‘evaded ; he makes the furthes
statement that, “Immediately after

resdlt-of my acceptance of the com-
promise, Mr, Chamney saw meat Mr.
Doke’s house and he and I dréw up
a ‘notice for publication in Asiatic
languages that the Asiatics complying
- with the compromise, the Act would
be repealed. This notice Mr. Cham-
ney said, would be taken to General
Smuts and _then published. - He
returned the next day or the day after
and informed rie that Asiatics were
fegisteting and enquiréd whether in
view of that fact, it was necessary to

the assault committed on me as a.

publish the notice, 1 never dreaming
of recantation on General Smuts’ part,

said it need not bhe published. I.
chailenge him to produce the original _

’

drait if it 15 still in existence.”

Jury 5th, 1908, —Mass Meeting of -
Indians followed by reprasentations

'1to the Colonial Secretary protesting
{ against their being expected to be

consenting parties to the deprivation
of the rights of Indians with edu-
cational attainments as the price of
repeal of the Asiatic Law Amendment_
Act. Itis pointed out that according
to their interpretation, it is at pre-.
sent open to that class and that
Shapurii who bad entered to test such
interpretation is being prosecuted
under the Asiatic Law Amendment
Act. . : i

JuLy 8th, . 19o8.~The Shapurji
case. The prisoner is prosecuted
under the Asiatic Law Amendment
Act and not the Immigraots’ Restric-
tion Act. )

The Editor of INprax OpiNioN
writes to the European Press declaring
that immediately after the compromise
the Registrar of Asiatics assured him
within the Registration Office that of
course the Law would be repesled
imwediately Parliament met if volun- '
tary registration had been satisfact-
orily completed. )

Jure 11th, 1908, ~—INDIAN OPINION
publishes report of application (Aswas
2. Chamney) for return of applicatiom
form for voluntary registration, in-
cluding Affidevit. by Mr. Gandbi
swearing that repeal of the Act ‘was
promised. . .

JuLy 13, 1908.—~Transvacl Leader
of that date recites letter issued by
.Registrar of Asiatics to Town Clesks
of Municipalities -

——

‘fhat it has .been decided that!
Act 2 of 1go7 is to remain on
the Statute Book, consequently
.all Asiatics applying for licences to
trade, must be required to produce a
Registration cestificate issued under
the Act or in the form of a voluntary
certificate, specimen of - which is
attached, and to furnish a clear im-
pression of their right hand thumbs
for examination in this office.”
_ . Transvaal BritishIndian Association
enters a protest against this action.
The Rev. Doke and five other pro-
minent Europeans appeal by a letter
to the Colonial Secretary to concede
the points asked for by the Indians.
JuLy 14th, ‘1908.—Mr. Gandhi is
informed that General Smuts is willing

certificate holders if proof given ol
their-dona-fides. ;

. JuLy 18th, 19o8.—British Indian
Association leam that General Smuts
has agreed to waive bis conditions in
regard: to excluding the three classes
of Asiatics but that on the question of -
amending the Immigration Law to ex-
clude even educated Asiatics, Geheral
Smute femained bbidurdte,

Morchiants beconp Hawkend Bad

wade without licences thgee Reltg

¢ Sir,—I have to inform you

to recognise the Dutch £3registmtion

1
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relased them although licenc¢ money
is tendered. This ‘dune so that the
wealthier Indians shall-bring them-
selves into ling with the poorer. |
Juiy 2oth, 1908.—Shapurji finally
_convicted under the Teace Preser-
“vation Ordinance (not the Immigrants’
Restriction Act) to one month’s hard
labour. '

JuLy 20th, 1go8.—Mf, Gandhi in

- a-letter to Mr, Chaplin, points cut in
reply to a letter that, “ The Iadians
did not ask for anything new at »oll

Wilfiam Selomon in_giving judgment
said his'(Sergeant Maaslield) evidence:
was that the prisoner could not. write
anydocumant inan Buropeanlanguage
and there was oo denial of it.  Ser-
geant Mansficld could only have
obtained the information either - by
asking the accused to write or by the
accused telling him that he could not
write, in which case, it would have
been a farce to call vpon him to write
a decument in English characters, .
Mr. Gandhi in commenting upon

under the Immigrants’ Restriction |-this’ judgment points out, it will,

Act. Indians with educational attain-
ments can enter not as a matter of
form, but as a matter of right. It is

- General Smuts.who now asks Indians

to consent to an alteration of that
Law 30 as to make such Indians pro-
hibited immigrants.” o

" JuLy-21st, 190S.—Meeting of South
“Africa Briush Indian  Association,
Capetown, sympathising with their
fellow-countrymen in the T'ransvaal.-

JuLy z21st, 1998.—Leung Quinn,
" Chairman of the Transvaal Chinese

 Association, in a letter to the Coloniatl

Secretary  points out that- 25 co-
signatory with Messrs, Gandhi' and |
Nazidoo to the letter thaf wasaddressed
to the Colonial Secretary {rum the
Yort Johannesburg, he signed the
letter only after he was clear thit
compliance with voluntary registration

- would mean the repeal of the Act.

He points out further that it was for
that reason that certain alterations in
the draft of the letter were made and
concludes thit he observes with in-
tense surprise that the Regisirar of
Asiatics has issued a notice instr .ting
Licensing Officers that :— '

It has been decided to retain the

* Asiatic Act on the Statute Book and

, that. Asiatics whether voluntary regis-

trants or otherwise, must comply witl

the requirements of the Act i order
to receive, their licences.” :

He bolds this to be 2 distinct
-breach ol the compromise..

Joiy z1st 1908, —Mr: Gandhi in a
letter to .General Sniuts, points out
that while so many of the rank and
file- of the community are sufierin
imprisonment under the Repistration
Act, he himself, who has glso not
taken out a certificate and is ‘the
chief instrument in _his conntrymen

- having done what they have, is still.at
large. He asks, «Is jt courageous
to leave me al me and to harass poor
Indians? " He re-asserls his eager-
‘ness to serve the people of the Traus. |
vazl generally as to serve his own
countrymen. . N

Juiy 22nd,. r9o8.<The case of
Laloo v. Rex. ™ - :

Laloo appeals against the judgment:
azainst him, he baving been charged

~ With contravention, Sectior 25 of the

Immigrants’ Restriction Act,~in that
he, being unable to write in European
characters, having insufficient m=ans
to support himself and being the ¢h'ld
of a prohibited imemigrant, was him-
self a prohibited immigrant. Sir

thieretore, be seen that according to
the learned Judge, the Immigrants’
Restriction Act does not debar Asia-
lics possessing  educational quali-
fications lrom entering the country,”
In the light of this judgment the
British Indians’ . contention jis abso-
lutely upheld and strengthened by the
incarceration ol Mr. Sorabji who' law-
fully entered under the Immigrants’
Restriction Act, bul becameacriminal
because be would -not submit to the
Asiatic Act.. - - S
--*There is, therefore, nothing new
in the claim brought forward by the
British Indian community in insisting
on the retention of the right ol enter-
ing on the part of educated Asiatics
under the Immigrants’ - Restriction
Act, It is General Smuts who de-

sent to_ap abrogation of that right.”
JuLy 2314, 1908 —Mass Meeting |
of Indians 10 protest against Govern-
ment’s action.” | ©o-
General clusing of Indian businesses
throughout tke Transvaal as 2 niark of
respect towards Chairman of the
British Indian So-iety and other
Indianleaders whohad been sentenced
te imprisonment with hard labour- for
hawkwg without licences as a protest
against the Transvaal Government’s
alleged breach of faith. ~ -
" Mceting of over 1500 persons in
Ehe precincts of the Mosque, Fords-
arg. L o
Another Meeting of Indians of Cape
Town and suburbs {or the same pur-_
pose as that held on the 21st. July, |
JuLy 25th, 1908.—More bhawkers
sentenced lor trading without licences,
these having been refised because
applicants declined to register. Ameng
these being Mr. Gandhi's'scn,
vy 27th, 1go8.—Turther letter
from "Mr. Gundbi to Mr. Chaplin.
Comphains of the inadvquacy. of the
Drait Validation Bil),. Ref ysto the
Immigrants’ Restriction Act Amend-
ment Bill which.he was invited to
Pretoria 1o discuss and which was
printed by General Smuts, urges the
adoption of his original .suggestion |
that validation should take place by
amendment cf the Tmmigration Re-
stuction Act, ;
JuLy 27th; 1908.—Mr. Gandhiina
letter to Mr, Cartwright -criticises the

been shown bim in that it indirectly
Puts voluntary registrants in the same

mands Jrom British Indians their con- :
| the.Act as to keep the duor open fur -

i"TAut.*.us‘r 13th 1968.—Bilito validate -
voluntary registration has. been pub-
lisbed. - o ; .
. Petition forwarded fo ' Transvaal
gislative Assembly by ‘Chairman
of - the . British Indian Associfdion =
pointing gut that whilst nominally the ~
Uil does not make. British Indiang
who have voluntarily registered submit
to- the said Act, in reality-there is no
distinction -between the incidents ol
voluiitary registration to. be legalised
under the said. Bill and. registratior
under the As‘atic Act, and that i )
other respects it fails 1o tulfil the con
ditions understood by the Britishl -
Indians when they accepted the com-
promise. - © - S
AucusT 14th, 1908~ Letlet from
Mr. Gandbi' 10 Gereral Smuis
approaching the Colunial Secretary
once more on the eve of “what pro- --
miseg Lo be an interminable stroggle.” -
That over 9o bave been iinprisoned
‘since the renewal of the sirugglé.
That on Sunday- registration _certi- -

| ficates are to be burned, goo having

already been sent-in for destruction. .
“ I.appeal to you once more, there-
fore; to revertto the Draft Immigration .
Restriction Bill that was shown to -
-me- and to accept the amendments
suggested by me leaving tlie question -
of educafed immigranis open unless
you can' bring” yourself to so_amend

educated Indians, being- professional
and ‘university. men.. 1. ask you to
"study carefully the petition to be prc-
sented to the House and 1o answer ~
yourself. whether the BiH published -
dues not break the compromise in
almost every particular. 1 ask you
ihen to go back to the interview we
had. befors” voluntary registiation,
started and to what you used to-say.
I ask you further to acce t my assur-
ance that there is absolutely no wish'
on my part or on the part cf the
leaders.of the Indian comuiunity, - to
"seek for anything ni: re than fair treat.
ment of those who are lvwe fide
res'dents of the country.” )
. - Mr. Gandhi suggests that Mr. Smuts~ -
secs a few Indian leaders with a view
to an acceptable - arrangement which .
wilk carry out the spirit of the com- -
prowise and end a painful situation. ~ -
Aucust: 14th,- 1908.—Mr, Gandhi
to Sir George Farrar writes on the eve
ol another opening of 2 very fierce -
struggle because lie considers it his
duty to lay before the leader of the -~
Opposition, the gravity of the position ]
to set gut the points of bis obj-ction
ta the Validation Bill ard requests
consideration of tham . ..~ _ ~ - '
~ :AUGUST. 20h, 1908.—~Mr. Gandhi
to Mr. Lane (for' General Smuts)
writes that .he has placed before his
commaunity for the third time  the
terms that the Government ' arg pre-

t to ) 'pared- to éffer which he considered:
Registration Validation Bill that has }

reasonable if in addition some pro- -
vision were fade for highly eduocated.,
Indians, and for Mr. ‘Sarabji'y  re-
instatement.  He -thought that the

category as those who have a*cepted
the _ACL - v ’

meeting would not listen to anything ™
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. educated -Indians would enter, the

»

- it clear that all they ask for'is the

" other than the repeal of he . Asiatic

. Act, but ‘that he had persuaded them
- to

“meus nieeting af Fordsburg yesterday

. the Indians in asking the Government
_for reconsideration.
- may haye ex‘sted before in’ Britain

- Canada has accepted this principle of

- minded yesterdny's meeting, not long
"ago the white people of the Transvaal

"We are so far from desiring this

_ intreased. taxation, be
* impossible, -fiie only logical policy

@ fairer competitor. with our- white
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Act and the recognition <f highly- ]
educated Indians under the general
clause of the Immigrants’ Resuriction

cept the principle of adminis-
isative discrimination against educated
Indians so that ‘only the most highty-

statutory right being recognised.

* Transvaal Press on the
Situation .
: The 7 yianivaal Ledder on the ' sth-
inst. wrote as follows :— :

. Thenumerously atténdéd and unani-

a'ternoon should serve both to show
-the Government the necessity .of fur
ther considering thie situation affect-’
ing’ the Indians, and to add to the
growing number of European citizens
who feél that, in view of the Imperial
aspect of the case, they must join with

Whatever doubt
or here, the Indians_have now made

promise of action next session (0 the
~gxtent 6f admitting not over six edu-
cated Indians in any one year, and
proposing the formal repeal of the old
Act, which the Government has con;
fessed is unworkable. If it be said |
that the Government could not keep
a check upon six, the reply is that.in-
that case it canngt keep a check at
all. e should bear id -mind that

limitation of number. as tegards the
Japanesc—and Japan.is to Canada a
foreign. nation, while India is a fellow-
_member with us of the British Empire.
We should alsu remember that even
_great nations continually import edu-
cated men—preachers, doctors and the |
like. Ouly lately, America imported
Dr. Aked and Dr. Sanday, from
RBritain. ~Australia imports educated
men frecly. As Mr. Dallow aptly re

. imported educated men from Holland.

Colony to be overrun with Asiatics
that il it were proposed- bgnourably
.and straightforwardly to buy out the
Asigtics’ rights we would vote for it
enthusiastically, even though it meant
; But if that be

frem the standpoint of {he welfare-of
the whites, to say nothing of anything
else, is to allow the Indian community
to raise itself, Lecause in that .way
it increases its wants and so becormues

people, Certain citizens who are un-
 happgyowing to the present positiou
of the' Indians cannot conscientiously
support them, because, they say, pas-’
sive resistance is.ethically wrong. No
deubt it s, where.a, Parliament re-
presenting..all sedtionsi passes a law

the people- concerned are - not repre-
sented at all in the Legislature.. What
other course can they take? We hope
that, it only in honour of the British
Indian jubtlee and the King's gracious
_message, the Government will make a
renewed effort to obtain a settlement.
We decline to believe that a man of
General Smuts’s humane instincts finds
it pleasant to read ’in his paper this

| morning that boys of 1o and 12 are

being sent to prison under the Asiatic
laws. 1It'is fortunate that the lead in
the protest movement, as far as Euro-
peans are concerned, has fallen to Mr,
Hosken, for that gentleman showed the
same sturdiness in supporting and
praising the Government last session
that he is showing in supporting the
Indians now. This shounld convinee
the Government that no party feeling,
But the -feeling that the Government
is acting in a manner unworthy of it-
self, is actuating those who protest.

 The Raud Daily Mail of the Gth,
inst. bas the following comments :—
-~ Ve cannot congratulate Mr. Hosken®
and his handiul of pro-Asiatic followers
upon- the part they are playing in sup-
_porting a section -of -the community
engaged.in opénly defying the laws of
the Transvaal. The Transcaal Leader,
which is palpably sagging towards the
passive resisters, declares that #it is
iortupate that the lead in_the protest
tovement as far as Europeans are
concerned, has lallen to Mr. Fosken,
 for that gentleman showed the same
‘'sturdiness in supporting and praising
the Government last session that he
is showing in supporting the Indians
now.” There may be a considerable
-amount of *sturdiness.” -about Mr.
Hosken, but on this question it s
disptayed chiefly in inconsistency.
Not many months ago he sturdily
supported the new Act in Parliament
as a reasonable ecompromise, and urged
the Indians to accept it. Now he
comies forward with equal sturdiness
and applauds the hidians who are re-
sisting it. - We inuch fear that it is
this exhibition o6f sturdiness on the
part of Mr. Hosken and the Transpaal
ZLeader which is keeping the law-
breaking agitation alive and providing
Lord Ampthill and the British Indian
Commuttee in- London with (resh
ammunition for their campaign of
abuse against the white people of this
Colony. : o '
The Asiatics now declare that if the
Government permit six educated In-
dians to cnter cvery year under an
education test they will be satisﬁc_d.
Dut in their petition to the Imperial
Government only a fcw weeks ago it
was declared that “if the old Act
were removed - from the Statute-book
it would scenr that there would be no
hindrance to educated Asiatics bewng
placed on the same focting as His
Majesty’s other. subjects, so far as
immigration is concerned.” Moreover,
in their protest against the Iminigra-
Ajon Restriction Act it was complained
that ** it does not recognise any of the

- and a)mi_h'drigy defies the law ;but here

JIndian Janguages as part of the edu-

cational test required by the Bill”
Ard Mr. Ritch who speaks for the
Transeaal Asiatics in England wrote
not long ago that ‘the Indian “con-
tends, however, that the educational
test imposed upon prospective immi-
grants should be .reasonable and not
pointedly directed against Indians.
He claims, {or instance, that Hindus-
tani and Gujarati should be placed
on at least -an equal footing with
Yiddish.” Suppose the Government
repeal the old Act under these condi-
tioas, is it certain that even with the
moral support of the local Asiatics, it
could limit Indian immigration to six

.men o year? It seemws to us that if the

test was: such that twelve or-twelve
hundred Asiatics could pass, there
would be no power to say that six only
of the number must come in. But it
is argued that all the Asiatics want is
to be allowed to receive a certain
number of teachers, doctors, and.
lawyers to minister to the needs of the
community. But an education test
would not of necessity give these
people admission. It would not be
impossible to devise a test which-
would keep out the most highly edu.
cated Asiatic who ever landed on
South African soil. If the Asiatics
really want more doctors and lawyers
and teachers there is- nothing to pre-
vent them haviog then by obtaining
temporary permits, and it would pro-

'bably be easy fur the Asiatics to

arrange for a goarantee from the Gov-
ernment that these temporary permits
should be renewed again and again,
so that for all practical purposes the
cducated men would be quite as secure
in their profession in the Colony as
they-would 1f they came in under an
education test. ’

And when the Zranspaal Leader
defends the passive resistance move-
ment on the ground that “the people
‘concerned are not represented at all
in the Legislature,” it seems to us itis
advancing a most pernicious doctrine.
Presumably if the coloured people of
ibe Transvaal all refused to pay taxes
on the ground that they had no repre- -
sentationintheLegislature, they would
receive the sympathy and support of
-our mornihg contemporaty. This is
also a form of “sturdiness” which
will hardly meet with the approval of
the people of the Transvoal, It
emphasises-the point we raised some
time ago, that if the Government give
way before a passive resistance move-
ment, it will simply be inviting the .
coloured people and the natives to
organise & similar campaign later on
to force political concessions from the
white population, The truth is that
the Asiatics with their usual cleverness
have deceived Mr. Hosken and the -
Transvaal Leader as to the really vital -
point at issue. - There is no need for
them to be unhappy lest the Asiatic
community may lack the services of a
teacher or a doctor. We have sufficient

confidence in the common-sense of the .

“Fransvaal Governaent to feet sure that
if the Asiatics sent Mr. Smuts the
names of these much required gentle-
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men they wonld receive permission to
cross the border to-morrow and remain
in the Colony as long as they wished.
The real issue is whether any section

of the community is to be allowed to-

indefinitely defy the Government, and,
by the simple process of deliberately
breaking the law of the land, tv wring
any concession it wisbes from the
Administration. No country in the

_world could afford to admit such a

“harvest for South Africa.

principle—South Africa least of all.
Carry it to its logical conclusion and
all government becomes impossible.
We hope that Mr, Hosken, and the
Transpanl Leader, and the other pro-
Asiatics will reconsider their attitude,
and devote any sturdiness which they
may have left to supporting the law of
the land. By their present course of
action they are sowing seed which
may one day produce a termible

- A Way Ont? .

Under the above heading the
Transpaal Leader on the 7th replied
as under i— . :

The Rand Daily Mail is sometimes
described as *a Government organ,”
It would -be interesting to know
whether there is any, and, if any, how
mych, truth in this—shall we say ?—
compliment, in view of our contem-
porary's article yesterday on the
Asiatjc difficulty. Especially is this
the case when it is recalled that the
‘Ministerial Chiet Whip paid a visit to
the Rand a few hours beforethe article
appeared, The article makes & point,
not unfaitly, of the circumstance that
although the Indians now declare that
if the Government permit six edu-
cated Indians to-enter every year they
will be satisfied, they said in their

* petition to the Imperial Government

that if the old Act were repealed edu-
cated Asiatics would be placed on the
same footing as His Majesty's other
subjects, The inference is that the
Indians would not be content with the
six. But we point oul to the authori-
ties that the, Canadian law does not
in set terms exclude all “or any
Japaness, or even refer to them, Vet
Cgnada and Japan have agresed to a
limitation of number, That is. a
detuil of diplomatic action. We admit
in advance that such an arrangément

- is nearly’ unprecedented. But the

whole set of circumstances is unprece-
dented. We ere only beginning the
Bast and West difficulty, and have
scarcely any precedent to guide us.
The Rand Darly Mail dwells upon
the point that Mr. Riteh, in London,

. says something different {rom what the

Rand Asiaties and their sympathisers
say. We do not think the Govern-
ment need concern itself with this.

What we wish to see agreed to by.

the Government are terms of -settle-

" ment which will commend themselves

“to reasorable-minded members of the

Empire, here and elsewhere. Some of
these, we know, fecl that the Colony
is fot discharging It rasponaibilition
## & mainiar of thy Emplta—wby the
might of whose (orees, never jet ua

forget, we here live and thrive in peace
—in placing a fellow-member of the
Empire, India, in a worse positton, as
regards the treatment of its people,
thap that in which Canada places a
foreign nation, Japan? Let us add
that nothing is further from the
thoughts of those who have felt cori-
strained to -differ from the Adminis-
tration than non-realisation of its diffi-
culties, not to speak of desire to. “score
of?” the Government.
attitude is detestable in any contro-
versy. It would be doubly so here,
in view ot the Government's many
pressing problems, its newness tooffice,
and the fact that other Governments

difficult business. If the South African
Asiatics showed any inclination to go
‘back upon -a settlement once agreed
upon, the Government would have

-

Asiatics ask for is to be allowed to
receive a certain number of teachers,
doctors and lawyers, to minister to
the needs of the community [and by
that process, let the whites never for-
get, to increase the Asiatics’ wants
and thus make more tolerable com-
petitors), the Rand Darly Mai makes
the remark that there is nothing to
prevent this, as *“it would probabiy be
easy for the Asiatics to arrange for a
guarantee from the Government.that
these temporary .permits should be
renewed again and again, so that for
all practical purposes the -educated
men would be quite as secure in their
profession in the Colony as they
would if they came in under an edu-
cation ° test.” If the expressions
quoted represent the mind of- the
Government, it seems to us that a
more hopeful stage has been reached.
| Everything would depend upon’ the
nature of the suggested guarantees,
Fortanately, we have upder the Im-
migration Law such wide powers of
expulsion for sedition, treason and
other felonies that the Government, if
it be minded to act in the spirit of
the AMarl's suggestion, ought to find
no- insuperable obstacle to _an early
settlement, Thus it would put an
end to an ‘injurious agitation not
-only here but in Britain—one capable
of- developing in the Ilatter “country
into a movementr inimical to the
Government's programme on Closer
Union. ~ Something is said by our
contemporary as to the dangers of

represented natives. But if-the na-
tives had adopted passive resistance

of money and tens of thousands of
lives. Itis just- what they have not
done.” They have actively resisted,
when they have found laws or con-
dltl_dns intolerable—hence our tale of
native wars. The worst -that could
happen to us if the natives adopted
passive fesistande would be that be-
fora pavelng laws deating with the un.
repsrenented wo shauld have to corsult

them,  That iq the method of Britain

" The latter |

have found this an exiraordinarily

no more earnest supporter than our-
| selves, - .

passive resistance where there are un- |

we should have saved tans of millions

- - h3

enough for the Rand . Daily Mail?

equal rights, a minority, being
‘honestly ‘and fairly outvoted, defics
the Jaw. But as our chief taxation
is in Customs we need not fear-that
kind of thing.  Such passive resisters
could only end in starving themselves
to death. . -

To return to the main point, we
welcome the suggestion thrown dut

‘Qddly enough; we are not sure but
set some such idea as thal now put
forward. We find that in the House

sidential permits to qualified persons

do that.” - Reference to Mr, Hasken

reminds us that our contemporary
accuses that gentleman of inconsist- |

ency, and says that he *sturdily sup-
ported the new Act in Parliament as
‘a reasonable compromise.” If our
contemporary will consult page 1,882

' of Hansard it will- find that Mr, Hos- -

ken specifically told the Government
that he differed from it on-this point,
and that in this respect ‘the Act was.
hot likely to be acceptable, The

temporary which is Inconsis'ent ; for

always been enamoured of the Trans-
vaal Government’s Asiatic policy—ar,
rather, the way in ‘which they have
carried out their policy, We believe

in Indid. Is such a method rg:)t*good’

that General Smuts had at the out--

Where passive resistance is.censurable .
and contemptible -is where, under

by the Rand Daly-Mail, and trust -
that the Government will act upon it,

ol Assembly on August 21, when Mr, -
Hoken said that to refuse (ull re-

was ‘“a narrow interpretation,” the -

, - | Colonial Secretary said, “We don’t .
Dealing with the point that all the’

.amusing thing is that it is our cop--

on August 13 it said = We have not -

that if they could begin._all over -

again they would. proceed by some-
what different methods,” To-day, so
far from thinking temperate criticism
allowable, our contemporary describes
as “ pro-Asiatics” those wha venture
to remind the country of jts Imperial
responsibilities. Possibly there are
men in the Government who recollect
that. when- a ‘section- of Britons
criticised another policy, some years
ago,. they were styled pro-something
else. .. And whepn-in. France an. Act
of brutal injustice was attempted, and
partly consummated, those wha pro-
tested were styled pro-Jews. The
device is an old one,” It woyld be
waste of words -t characterise the
ments] and mortal tendencies which
resort to it usually indicates.

“Tug CRURCH AND THE COLOUR
Basis. ‘A resolution of the recent

Anglican -Synod in Natal states:

s All races and peoples, whatevei their
language or conditions, must be weld-
ed into one body, and the organisation
of different races living sid& by
side into separate or independent
Churches, on the basig of race or col-
put, i inCofisletent with the vital and

visential principle of the Sty of
Chitla's Church -
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- "The Mass Meeting -
’ Speeches_

Strong Europzan Sympathy ...

lg’\. . =
- Chairman’s Specch - .-

“The- following are’ the speeches
dclivered at the ‘Mass Meeting - held
“in Jchaonesburg on the 4th instant:—

Gentlemen,. Délegates, and Friends,

. Since 1last had the honour of ad--

dressing a _large  gathering of my
fellow-countrymen  within the -pre-
. ciicts of this boly Mosque, we. have
been faced with a situation that bas
become, * in certain- respects,  even
- more difficult than existed on that
- occasion,
 pethaps, in a sensg, to accept, a sud-
den revival of the spirit of persecu-
tion which the Transvaal Government

has ‘unfortunately seen- fit 1o infuse:

" into its administration of anti-Asiatic

legislation. = We have- lately leamt,”
froni the Jips of legislators sitting up-.

on the Government benches, some-
thing of the -deep and. hidden: inten-
tion of that legislation, and whilst we
have been officially -assured that its
only object was to fix and_ safeguird

the rights of those British Indians-

lawfully entitled to. residé .in this
1 .Colony, it is-dufficult indeed to come
to any pther conclusion than that the
real and inward object of the As/i:;.tic

legislation of the last two years has!
~ been that it might operate so harshly

against lang-resident British 1ndians
as to_comipel them, to the pressure of
"its incidence, to leave the Transwaal,
since, as we were informed a few
days ago, tn good authority, * they
could not be thrasbed out of the

couniry as they weré under the King,

- and were British' subjects.”” - It is
scarcely a comforting thought that,

but for the fact that we share 1hé pro-

tection of the same flag as ous -rulers,
we should run the serious risk of
* being * thrashed out of the country”
" which most of us have made qur

home for many years past, and would |

have done in an even greater degree,
-had it been possible for us to exercisa

the niost ordinary; the most element: -

ary, the most.[undamental civil rights
without which ihe proper growth of a
community must necessarily be sert-
~ously checked, without which ths

‘community’s equilibrium must be of

-the most unstable. More and mure
bas it been borne in upon us that the
harassment of the last two years has

been designel, at least in part, to

. divert-our”attention {rom the ever-

present need of internal reorganisa-

tion-and development, by compelling
. us to listen to the temporarily in-
- sistent-demand that we should defend

our very hearths and homes from Lhg.

_altacﬁ,-ol' ‘those who, had they {ully
realised their duties as trustees of the
interests of the belpless and unre-
presented, should have been our
_natural protectors, i

[ venture to submit, tod, that we

~have successfully resisted the chazges | liberties of our ccw

-

We have had 1o -combat, |

of public hishonesty upon which this
legislation was ostensibly based, and
I do not “fear o claim empbatically
that we have fully establishd, in the
minds of all unprejudiced men, our
good faith and our sense of homour
as a commuunity. It has, in poiut of
fact, been our success in Ineeting
these charges - in an .
peaceful, and selfsacrificing. spirit
that has opened the eyes: of nuny
European triends, who to-day frankly
sympathise with our moderate de-
mands, to the iniquity ot the attacks

made upon our. communal integrity. T

And T teel convinced that that'is one
-of the principal reasons that have led
some of them to encourage us by
their presence here to-day. )

: I do not kuow whether I need re-
capitulate our modest requests afresh.
They should, by this time, be too
well “known o - necd constant - re-
ltcration.  And  yet, . perhaps, it
would be unwise to ignore the sound
advice of that ardent Imperial states.
man whose too early loss is, in a
sense, responsible for miny .ot our
present disabilities, and_ whose voice
in the Council Chamber was ever-up-
lifted-on behalf of those whose train-
ing .and education, whatever their
colour, entitled them Lo assume the
responsibilities natural to their degree,
of development and  culture, - *1f
you have anylthing to say to the
public,” said Mr. Rhodes, “repeat,
and repeat, and repeat!”. And so 1
repeat yet again that our essential de-
mands, .so far as.this movement of
passive resistance i concerned, are
reduced o two only, all else being
subsidiary and a matter of adminis-
Arative detail.. The first is the repeal

of the Asiatiec Law Amendment Act..

We have been told, in certain quarters
less well-informed than they should be,
that, if this be granted, the country
will be powerless to prevent the illicit
immigration of British Indians into
this Colony. .But that is a gross
tallacy, fur the interests of the white
community are fully safeguarded by
the ‘Inym’gration Act and the new
Validation Act, a fact of which the
Goveroment are themselves satisfied,
seeing that they have allowed us. to
believe that, with these two Acts up-
on' the Statute Buok of the Colany,
the old Asiatic Act may be regarded
as a dead lelter, so far as registration
and its Incidents are concerned. It
was we ourselves who suggested to
the Government that all the necessary
machinery of the old Act should _bc
re-incorporated in the new Validation
Act - We did this to safeguard our
European fllow-colonists, and o
protect ourseives frola the possibility
of renewed atiack on-the score of
illicat Indian immigration on a lirge
scale.  Yet this was ‘interpreted as
dictation to the Legistature, 2 more
misleading suggestion than which it
would be difficult to imagine! The
old Act, however, whilsttotally need-
less for.the protection of Luropean
interests, is a standing memice 1o the

honourable, |

munity, whose

religious susceptibilitics it wounds in
a4 manner so subtle as almost to
defy deseription. We thought that
this abnoxious measure might be ex-
punged from the Statule Bouk., That
is still the aim and object of this

our strugale, and until we are assured .

that this reasonable request will Le
granted, we should be less than met
were we'to abandon the strugele,
The second point is the admission
of highly educated Indians under the
gereral immigration Iw of this col-
ony. We claim that we are at present
entitled 1o demand this as a matter
of right. It is no new thing: it is
contemiplated by the existing law.
We have demanded that the interpre-
tation of the law shall be Icft to the
decision of the Supreme Court, -but
the Governnmient luave not seen fit Lo
accede’ to so reasonable a request,
and whilst, Ly refusing it, they have
impliedly admilled the correctness of
our contention, they have gone out
of their way to loster the belief, both
here and in England, that we are
asking for a right which we do not al-
ready possess, -whereas, in truth, we
are merely saying that we may retain
a right that we do possess to-day.
Least vthe impression might get
abroad that we are secking to flood
the country by opening the back door

to an infiltration from India on a
large scale, we have publicly consent-

ed that the principle ol administrative
restriction, under the, education test,
which is ab- present accepted by all.
Gavernments in Sauth Africa, notwith-
standing hypocrilical outcries to the
contrary, shall operate against an uo-
limited entry ol educated Indiavs,
and we have agreed not 1o ask for the
{ree aduission of these beyond six in
any one year. These we require to
wminister to our needs, as doctors,

Jawyers, teachers, priesty, lest we,

sink into the mire of ignorance and
moral -turpitude that threstens to
swallow us up in the near future,
owing to cur acceptance -of the prin-
ciple of the most stringent restriction
of. future immigration [rom outside
this Colony, in view of the existing
objection of cur European fellow-
Colunists.  An attempt has been
made to show that our needs can be
mct by the provision of temporary
purmits, to be issued by the Governorr
in-Council Lo suh persons as make
application therefor, and whose applt-
cations are considered - and accepied.
Jut we bave urged that this provisa,
which is not new to us, is totally in-
adequate lor our parpeses.  ‘The
priniiple implied by the system of
tesuporarg’ permits is that they are
issued_ts their holders 4s an act of
grace. They conler’ no rights, .no
sense of liberty or responsibility, “#nd
may be withdrawn at any time at the
whim of the issuing authonty. They
leave theit holders in the position ol
prubibited immigrants, the penaltics
incurred by whom are temporarily
suspended,  They place cullufcd l.n-
dians, profe stunal men or U'l'll\'l.:rsﬂy
sraduates, on the lovel of ticket-ol-
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leave holders, who must report them<

. It would be purposeless to labour

. the Natal Government illegally de-

" had broken any Natal enactment, but

“example,

.

selves from time to time, and apply,
as an act of grace, for a reoewal of
these precious documents. . These
gentlemen will be unable to procure f
the licences necessary for them to
practise their professions. They will
be entirely at the mercy of a despotic
authority, who may cancel their per-
mits at any moment, Those Indians
that are admitted to residence in the
Transvaal should, we claim, enter as
of right. 'We do-not ask for acts ot
grace, we do not press for ‘privileges.
We do not want our cultured men to
enter by the back door of favouritsm.
They must enter by the front door ol
indubitable right, even: though -but
one man may be so admitted. And
this is a right that we already possess.
It is the Government that seeks to
raise a new point by endeavouripg to
compel us to relinquish that right.
This we will never do. We should
then be committing communal suicide,
a thing that is abhorrent to our best
instincts, and, we are, sure, to those of
the more reasonable elements amongst
our European fellow-Colonists.

the point further. 1 would briefly
refer to the arrest and imprisonment
of the honoured Chairman of the
Hamidia Islamic Society, Imam Ab-
dul Cadir Bawazeer. This heroic
man - has sought imprisonment a
second time. 1 say *sought” ad-
visedly, for it was never thrust upon
him. He refused to remain at liberty
whilst his brethren were being pun-
ished, and, though he is an author-
ised and registered resident of the
Transvaal under the scheme of volun-
tary registration, his registration -hav-
ing since been legalised by the new
Validation Act, he has allowed him-
self to be sentenced as a prohibited
immigrant, feeling that, under exist-
ing circumstances, gaol is preferable
to liberty. We have recently learnt,
too, how, when, in obedience to the
hehests of the Transvaal Government,

tained at Durban Transvaal-returning
Indians from India not because they

because they were suspected of de-
siting to passively resist the Trans-
vaal Government’s administration of
unpalatable legislation, the -Natal
Supreme Court did not hesitate to ani-
madvert upon the monstrous sugges-
tion that a British Court of Law
should become subject to the dictates
of political expediency, rather than
be bound by the ordinary rules of the
interpretation of the law, We have
seen, again, how little children have
been imprisoned and deported, have
subsequently courageously returncd
and been re-convicted. Qur child-
ren are more than worthy ol us. They
are setting us a noble and inspiring
1 am glad to be able 1o
say that, though some of our leaders
may, at times, have displayed a lam-
entable and quite wnnecessary hesi-
tancy, the rank and file have become
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have become more determined, and
more resoived of purpose. Since the
commencement of this new phase of
the struggle, there have been nearly
800 sentences of imprisonment im-
posed against British Indians, whom
Mr, Smuts himself has called con-
scientious objectors. Some of these
have gone to gacl again and again,
and are aggrieved that it is necessary
for them ta go through the formality
of re-conviction. It is an excellant
prognostication. \When all the pec-
ple are leaders, leadership becomes

| easy, and victory is certain.

One word in conclusion. We have
heard within the last day or two, and,
as loyal British subjects, we gratefully
rejoice at the fact, that’” His Majesty
the King-Emperor has graciously
been pleased to isste a proclamation
to the people of India, forecasting the
extension of representative institutions
in India, in celebration of the jubilee
of the direct administration by the
Crown of *the dome of the Empire,”
as Lord Curzon once called that vast
continent. Indians in the Transvaal;
however, may perhaps be pardoned
for sometimes emphasising the strange
contrast of the lofty principles the ex-
pression of which is. incorporated in
the famous Proclamation of the late
Queen-Empress on which British ad-
ministration has been -professedly
based, and the treatment accorded to
British Indians in this and other
South African Colonies flying the
British flag. They fail to reconcile
so beautiful a principle with so offen-
sive 2 practice. Circumstances have
increasingly led them to helieve and
it bas burt them to think, that politic-
al expediency may concéivably weigh
more with Imperial Ministers than the
sanctity of well-weighed promises.
But Britizsh Indians in this Colony
may rightly and dutifully celebrate
the jubilee of modern India. They
are achieving sell-government in the
greatest and most glorious sense of
the word. By the grace of God, they
have been enabled to display.such. a
wealth of seifsacrifice, to undergo
such a magnitude of suffering, that
they aie now at length beginning to
realise the true meaning of life—that
a man should learn to govern himself,
that he should refuse to impose upon
others needless suflering, that he
should develop his own higher nature;
That is what Indians have always un-
derstood by self-government, and
whilst they are undoubtedly far from
attaining to that lofty ideal, the move-
ment which we call, for want of a
better term, passive resistance, is
teaching them to raise their eyes to it,
and is evoking in them the desire to
achieve it. We have been .told that
the doctrine of passive-resistance—~—to
resist not evil with evil—is one of the
fundamentals of the [aith taught by
the great Christian Master, It is, of
a certainty, a cardinal doctrine of the
religious conceptions of the peoples of
Hindustan, - :

I thank you, and, on your behali,

steadily stronger and stronger; they

the European friends who are here

3
-

to-day, for attending this meeting, and
I ask youto consider the resolutions
that will presently be put before you,
and accord them your unanimous ap-

proval, L -

e

LN

Rev. John Howard : e
- I count it a great privilege to-day
to have the opportunity of speaking to
this vast assemblage of my fellow-
British subjects. I account it a privi-
lege to be here to support the action
that you are taking on this great ques-
tion.
some of us have not taken action be-
fore to-day. But I think there are fair -
reasons for that. We are British sub-
jects, and we believe in British fair-’
play and British justice, and we have
been confident that, sooner or later;
sooner rather than’ later, the Govern-
ment would see, and the people of the
country would see, the justice of your’

It may reasonably be asked why,

clains and, without any embarrassing

agitation on our part, they would grant-
those requests that you have made.
When, now some time ago, this agita-
tion began, we found that the Govern-
ment and the pecple of this country
were determined, as they are deter-
mined to-day, that there should not be
any great immigration of Asiatics from

India into this country, but when we -

realised that the community, the In-

dian community - of . this country, -

accepted. that, some of us felt that the-
Gevernment ought to bring the matter

to a close. We rejoice that, mainly

by the action of-that splendid hero
and patriot—I would almost say saint
—Gandhi, by the action very largely
of that great man, the compromise
was affected, and, whatever the Indians
believed, many of us Europeans be-
licved that the
pledged up to the eyes to repeal the

“Law if you gave voluntary registration.

You gave that ; they have not repeal-
ed that Law (Shame), and we believe
that you are, therefore, justified in ap-
pealing to the King-Emperor and. in.

Government was -

appealing to the British people ‘all

‘over the world and in appealing,
above all, to the sense of justice and
righteousness among. the Europeans

1o this country for the repeal that was

promised to you some time ago.
What, then, is it, so far as I under-
stand, that you want? It is simply

this: the repeal of an Act which the -

Government itself admits to be un-

workable, the repeal .of an Act in..

which you had no voice, and’ which

was. passed in flat opposition to your -

united protests, We'realise that that
is the first thing you want, the repeal
qf that Act. And, secondly, you want
51X men to come into this country,
six ol the educated and cultured men
who shall attend to your moral and
spiritual and ioteflectual needs. In-

-deed, Sir, this is no longer an Indian

question, if that is what you ant ;
this is a British question, it is a
Christian question, it is a question
which no one who respects his fel-
lows of whatever colour they may be
can fail but sympathise with, for the
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‘Indians do aright, "The objection,:
the'endeavour to keep out these six
- men, is not an effort to keep out, I'
" submit, is not an efiort to keep out
men, it is an effort to keép out educa-
- tionm, it is an effort to keep out culture,
i?:s an effort to keep out those moral
forces which are necessary for the de-
velopment of your community, nay,
which are necessary for the develop-
ment of the whole nation in its rela-
tion to your community. And I say
that no government, I am proud to
believe, no government can perman-
ently resist an appeal so moderate as
that, an appeal so just and righteous,
and appeal which has to come home
to the heart of every just man the
wide world over. For our own sake, as
Europeans, if we are to live side by
- side with you, it is essential that there
.should be permitted to come into
this country those who can and will
direct you in the highest walks of lite.
And on these grounds, therefore, it is
with great joy that I stand side by
side with you and-urge you to go for-
-ward in this agitation against the in-
justice which I cannot help but fee] |
is only the result of a temporary
.tlindness on the part of your rulers,
I recognise, and I think the European
community throughout this country
" are -beginning to recognise, the splen-
dour -of your selfsacrifice, the great’
.and noble way-in which you have
laid down yourselves for the interest
of righteousness, thi¢ interest of just-
ice, the interest of your community,
~of your children, of the future; and I
sincerely trust it is not far distant
now when victory will crown your
sptendid efforts, arid these Lwo simple,
requests; these two fair demands that
- you make of the Government, will be
- grapted to this community.

Mr. Wm, Hosken M.L.A.:

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen, Fellow-
Subjects of: the British Empire, T
would first like to congratulate you
for this magnificent demeonstration |
that you are making this afterncon.
I think your gatheribg together in
such numbers and on such short
. notice is immensely to your credit.
For myself, I would like to recognise
it. But this is a small thing com-
pared to the strength you have shown-
throughout all this unlortunate strug-
gle, that is now continuing. I cannot
adequately explain to you what I feel
regarding it, how much I deplure the
misery that has been inflicted on the
Indian people of the Transvaal, and
" howurgently I look forward to the time
when this day of stress and difficulty
shall cease, and the Indian people
shall be recognised as a people worthy
of recognition, and as you deserve
to be recognised. Now, then, the
resolution-which I have been asked
1% support, it seems to me, should
rdcommend itselt to everyone of us.
In its very beginning, it refers to the
fine message of sympathy, of hope,
and. encouragement, that has been

sent by our King, the King of_the |

I

Indian peoplé as well as the King of
the English people, to the peopte of
India, recognising, and, I think,
rightly recognising, the great advance
that has taken place in India, socially,
morally, and intellectually, since the
British Ewpire took practical charge
of the affairs of the country, and also
recognising the loyalty, the proved
loyalty, of the Indian people to the
British Empire time after time, And
I want to frankly recognise all those
high sentiments. And [ am entirely
In accord also with the concluding
part of the resolution, which calls
attention to the fact that, on the very

-day that a message such as that from

the King is sent to the three hundred
million people of India, the Indian
people in. the Transvaal, in another
part of the British Empire, are being
subjected to racial disabilities that
are discreditable to the Briush ad-
ministration, . I feel this acutely, and
have endeavoured from time to time,
possibly with preat feebleness, but
constantly from time to time to show
that the spirit of an administration
that endeavours to degrade a people,
as something has been done in our
legislation to bring about thé de-
gradation of your Indian people,
should be resisted to the uttermost.
Further, I frankly say that your atti-
tude of passive resistance is not only
‘justified, but should be encouraged,
and that, if you persist in i, it is

-inevitable that success' and victory

will ultimately come to your cause.
The sentiment, after all, that is under-
lying the resolution that has been
submitted to you is the extraordinary
position that, whilst in' India. re-
cognition is being . made of the
advance of the people there with the
promise made not only of full liberty
{because I think we can say that the
British administration in India has
always given liberty, has always
provided justice, -has called, and

‘rightly called, fot the loyalty of the

Indian people, because, above all
things, - the British Government 1n
India has desired the welfare of the
Indian people—that is the very crux
of the matter, that in India the British
-Government and the British people
have striven earnestly to provide for
the well-being, for the iwelfare, for

 the uplifting of the people of India—)

but selt-government, we find another
principle at work, and legislation on
different lines being established in
-another part of the British Empire;
and, therefore, I think that you do
right, and we do right to sympathise
with you, in- trying to bring about a
state of affairs that shall: remove the
difticulties that have arisen, and re-
move these disabilitics which you, as
self-respecting people, are now called
upon to undetgo. [ would, therefore,
say that I trust that you will go on
with this movement ; and, personally,
perhaps you will permit e to say
that there is every call, so far as I am
concerned; to encourage you in this
line of action. Before the unfortunate
war that swept over this country in

1809, and years belore that period,
personally, perhaps, it is not known
to many of you, I was an active
worker regarding the status of British
Indians’ under the Boer regime. 1
constantly appealed to the British
Resident in Pretoria, to the represent™
ative of Dritish authority and govern-
ment in this country, and called upon

-him time after time to say whether

British Indians were going to be
deserted in this land of the Transvaal,
and, therefore, so far as I am con- .
cerned, I feel that I would be disloyal
to myself, to my every conviction, if,
in a time like this, when a political °
change has come about, and there is
another government in the land, and
a government that should be and
ultimately will be with the people
and by the people and for the people,
because the basis of our government

.is true democracy, and when we come
‘to true democracy, to greater de-

mocracy than in former days, then
we are bound to recognise manhood,
civilisation, and the right of the
pevple to rise, and not only their
right to rise buat fo-claim that the
government of the day shall aid them
in every possible manner to lift them
up in the social scale. And'so I say
that because of my former action and -
record I am to-day found with the
British Indian people in the protest
they are making against this law
which bas been so harshly adminis-
tered against them. And I think
that the requests that you put forward
are reasonable and moderate and call
for favourable consideration, hen
we find that you only ask that six
highly-trained and educated Indians
should be admitted yearly so-as to
minister to your higher needs, surely
this is a very moderate request in
itself, and I understand and accept
with you prohibition of further immi-
gration into this country. I think
that probably you recognise, as I-
recognise, that the political ‘forces in
the country to-day would not submit
to unrestricted immigration, and,
therefore, we have all of us decided
to agree to that. We agree to pro-
hibition of future immigration, but, -
in every land, in every civilised land,
in every country where law and order
obtains, those who are established as
residents -have ever been recognised
as residents, and in that respect you -
have every precedent in your favour.
You are old residents, established
residents, peaceable: citizens, and,
therefore, you have every natural right
and every legal right to claim -that
you shall remain undisturbed in
possession of your domicile that is
your - right not only naturally but
legally. And so in that respect whilst
you demand this, so far as I am con-
cerned, I shall be ever with you. Igo -
further, and say that it is necessary to
our well-being, to the well-being of
the children growing up amongst us,
that we have these six leaders and
teachers, doctors and priests to come
in as a right and not only as a privi-
lege. Then I say that is also a just
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* and rightcous claim, and should have
the support of all just and righteous
men. I, therefore, say what an aus-
Peious. day it is immediately after
this grand proclamation [rom -lhe
King, immediately alter thé celebra-

. tion of the establishment of British
rule in Indiz with its fifty years of
record, of progress, of peace, of

" justice, of liberty, of the uplifting of
.the Indian people—I think you will
agree with me that that is the record,
the right record, the true record, -ot

_ British Government in India—imme-
diately after this offer was made, to

“meet in the Transvaal to protest
against whatever forms of. administra-
tion. may degrade and debase the
manhood of the Indian people, and
I say that we do the right thing; and,
so far as I am concerned, J may say
1 wish you all godspeed, I wish- you

» great success, I wish you all courage,
. and patience such as you have shown
“in this; and I trust it is near -when
- victory will rightly come to you
because of your just .and righteous
cause, ’ -

'

Mr. Albert Cartwright:

‘Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen, I think
- it an honour to be asked to second a
resolution which Mr. Hosken has pro-
posed in such a fine way, in such fine
words. - Gentlemen, we cannot strip
this business here of an Imperial
aspecl. -\We are a member. of the
British Empire, we live and cairy on
our business here, and we cannot strip
ourselves .of the responsibilities of
membership of the Empire, We see,
when we read the papers, that ail
through the East there is o great
political and social and intellectual
awakening just now. And I think itis
most reasonable that at such a time
the Indian community. here has
accepted the suggestion that was made
by one ol their friends that they should
limit their request to not more than
six educated leaders per year. If it be
said that the Government cannot
ddmit those men because it cannot
keep a check on them, then I say
" if you cannot keep a check on six
you ‘cannot kecp a check on any, if’
you cannot regulate the admission of
~$iX you are powerless to regulate any
“at all. " 1 look upon this merely as a
way ol consulting the honour and
" dignity of the Indians in the Trans-
vaal, and, to that extent, a reasonable
and workable proposition. I fevl that
there must be' some to many of us
ununderstandable influence between
General Smuts and -this question, ]
because we find him on so many other
matters so fair and liberal and just.
that we. cannot but think that some
influenge comes between him and you,
and he is not allowed to see the true
facts. I kpow it is said by some of our
European friends, who do not agree
with us on this question, * You can-
mot expect the Governinent to allow
one section of the people it governs
to say to it that it must give way,

climb down.” We do not ask anything
of the kind. That good friend; thal
sturdy frierid, that independent friend,
who has just spoken to you, Mr.
Hosken, has your entire covlidence
and 1 make bold to say that he has
the. confidence of the Gevernment,
because he bas shown 4n Parliament
in criticising and praising the acts of
the Government the same sturdy
indcpendence  that bhe has  shown
agamnst them on this question, and,
therefore, it is quite within the re-
sources of very ordinary diplomacy lo
approach Mr. Hosken or some other
trusted {ricnd of yours—there is none
better than he—and make such terms
and give such assurances to him as.
would satisfy you and enable the

tration until such time as the law
could be altered. ¢
the Government is that it should
adwit two things, and I think these
are most reasonable things. I do not
think, Gentlerien, that there should be

this country. 1 do not think it is good
for Indians or Europeans to have any
man in this country whom you cannot
make a fulf citizen of this country.
¥or my part, I would gladly pay what-
ever additional taxes were necessary,

and honestly-buy you out, and com-
pensate you for your rights in this
country. That is out of the question;
it is not going to be dore. - The only
other logical poticy is to allow you to
raise yourselves to become full citizzns
in course of time. The only way to
do that is by allowing you to have your
leaders. T.'put it to the European
colonists that the only way in which
you can be made fairer competitors
with them is by. raising every Indian
in the country and by applying to him
the same standard as te themselves.
That is the reasonable way of taking
things. 1We cannot logically and with
dignily continue the course we are
‘bent upoti now,~that is neither the
honourable cuurse of . conipensation
nor the honourable course of raising
you, but the unworthy coursé of
harassing you and subjecling you to
unfuir treatment-in the way that is now
done. Indecd, 1 feel that what has
been put before the Government can-
not have been, as 1 say, fairly under-
stood by them, because I am’ quite
sure that when the people of the

and the Linglish-speaking people—,

and only want fairness and justice, see
the case as we see it, they will not ask
for anything at all unjust. I think
there is 2 special duty on these people,
of whom Mr. Hosken is such a dis-
tinguished,'and manly, and sturdy a
representative.  Mr. Hosken has just
referred to the tines before the war.
Well, now, we all know that at that
time the Laglish speaking people here
represented very strongly the grievan-
ces Lo which you were subjected,

it must, to use an odious expression,

Well, I put it to them they cannot-use
Jouasa political pawn in that way, and

Government te carry on the adminis- |-

All that we ask of |

unrestricted Indian immigration . into -

it the Government couid come to you.

country—the Dutch-speaking. people

who are, on the whole, fair and just

then after the country has' been put
under British dominion, to be true to
themselves, sece you ill-treated in the
way you are heing illtreated now.
They will see that it 1s their duty~as

‘men-to stand by you in your reason;.

able requests, and I do feel that wha
you have requested is most reasonable
and most workable. - And I sincerely
hope that the effcct of this meeting
to-day, coming at the time it does in
the fortunes of - India, will be such as
that the Government will in some sort
of reasonable way, which, by those
experienced in public life, can easily.

,be found, meet your wishes and we

shall have zn‘end of this unhappy
bissiness, in which we all most deeply
sympathise with you. -

- Rev. J. J. Doke: _
Mr. Chairman- and my Indian
Fricuds, I very cordially support this
resolution. We are here thisafternoon
in order to show openty that we
believe that your moderate requests
are just and reasonable and the natural
issuc of the position in which the
Government has placed you. Weare
not here, as. you have heard, to claim
an unrestricted influx- of Asiatics.. We |
accept, as you accept, the -Colonial
determination  that an_ unrestricted '
immigration shali cease. But we stand-.
on this platform here and .join with
you in 2 strenuous endeavour to gain
an honourable “settlement for_ the
Asiatics who are here and for those
who hive a right to Ve here, and
to claim for them a position and -
power that will enable them to rise
and become a useful moral and re-
ligious force in South Africa. It
appears to us that the two things you
claim are an absolute necessity. The
repeal of the old Act, which was made
an inducement” to you to register
voluntarily in February last, has been
the great aim of your struggle. It.
<cannot remain on the Statute Buook
and be a dead-letter. 1t is now, and-
it aiways will be so long as it remains,
a fruitful cause of suspicion, unrest
and suffering. That Act must go; It
is useless to the Colonists; it is a |
danger to you. The demand for. the
‘six educated Asiatics, of whom much
has becn said this afternoon, the de-
mand for six educated Asiatics appears
to.us to be an cqual necessity. These
two points we counsel you to main-
tain. They are moderate, they are
just, they are essential to a hopeful
settlement, and I [eel persuaded when

. the true meaning of your great passives”

resistance movement has been realised
by thinking men both here and in
England that your appeal for these
two concessions will be suceessful. [
stand here this afternoon as a Christian
minister, oné-who is pledged, irre- -
spective of party politics, to stand by
the weak, and to claim justice for a7t
as my Master did. I am glad to"be

able to tell you that a very large pro- .
portion of the Christian people of .
Johan wsburg are with you in this

strugzle.  Unknown to you, within -
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the .past- month, not less ‘than. ten
_of our prominent ministers of religion
ol different . denominations banded
_themselves together in order to appeal
.%l;;ygur behalf to the Government.
[hey asked for a three-fold blessing.
They appealed, first, for a careful
inquiry ‘into the treatment of those
persons who were brought up to
Barberton from Komatiepoort ; they
asked that the religious objections of-
the Asiatics to certalii elements of
prison diet might be respectcd—and
I. venture to say it is a shame that
animal {at should be given in any
of our prisons to any to whom it is
- abhorrent, we asked that the religious
. objections " of priscners to certain

elements of prison diet might be re-
" spected ; and we askied, further, that

another.earnest ¢ffort should be made

to effect a satisfactory settlément,

But I regret to say that the reply was

unworthy ol a responsible Misister of

the Crown. We have been patient,
“we have appealed, .we have waited,
“nothing is further-from our- desires
_than-to embarrass the Government,
" we are loyal, we are law-abiding, but
we feel now that our patience has
been wasted, and that nothing remains
but for us to join openly with you and
fight-to the end. - I appeal to those
. Christian people who .sympathise in
‘secret, especially to. ministers of re-
ligion, to tbrow off at last all secrecy

’

“and bring their splendid forces into.

the open that this pai1 ful conflict may

"soon be over and a brighter-day

" attained. When Mr, Gaadghi—I speak
of him with reverence, I.think of him
- to-day as away yonder wearing -the
prison clothes of a_convict, eating the:

food of a native,- when he is not a |

“eriminal, but a political offender—,
when Mr.- Gandhi was sentenced a

{few wecks ago, a scornful -article |

appeared in one ol our papers—not, [
thank God, in the fransoaal Leader,
It was under the heading **Mr
Gandhi happy.” In it these words

occurred :—* Lt is probable that others

may be found ready to assume Mr
‘Gandhi’'s mantle during his incar-
ceration. In that case the Law De-
partment must not hesitate to enforce
‘the T.ov. With the leaders out of the
way, the rank and file of the Asiatic
community may be brought to a re-
cognition of the lutility of a stroggle
in which they have absolutely nothing
-ty main -and a .great deal to lose.”
Well, Sir, I have this td say in-answer
to that advice: The people are as
strong as any of their Jeaders in their
determination to continue until the
‘goal is reached, and I may add, and 1
.do it with all seriousness and a sense
ol the solemnity of what I say, T add
that, should the shameful work of in-
carccrating the . coloured leaders be
-conligued, although everyone is gone,
‘the Alithorities have yet to reckon
with the white leaders,who are pledged
by every sacred feeling and religious
Instinet to \see. this -thing through at

whattevor cOdr,. - 8ir, and genllemcn,

you havé a splendid-friend,.a heroic

‘811dé, in Mr. Gandhi, Be true to hin

It he is detained in prison, let no
breath of scandal, no suspicion of
wrong taint your loyalty,  Be true to
him todthe end, and God will bless
you. L

Mr. H. Kalienbach -

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen. - I
am indeed happy to be called upen to
also support this second resolution.
I sincerely hope that you will all con-
tinue the passive resistance movement
‘untit this obnoxious Asiatic Act, which
General Smuls bimsell declared to be
unworkable, will be repealed. It has
‘been my privilege to be in close con-
tact with your, by all of us, honoured
leader, Mr. Gandhi. - At a time when
none of us thought that there could be
any doubt that the Law would be
repealed—mumerous discussions at
that time have fixed it in my mind

-beyond any shndow of doubt that the

Colohial Secretary, General Smuts,
has promised to your lcader, Mr.

 Gandhi, the repeal of the Act; and |
| this has been botne out by his speech

at Richmond.  And you have, there-

fore, a full right to continue: the

-struggle until this Act is repealed: I
urge you, gentlemen, to continne this
struggle, and I feel certain that every
rzht- hinking man, of whatever race,
colour, or nation he may belong to,
will ultimately assist you in your just
demandz, You have my full sympathy,
and ihe little 1 can do in. order to
help you to obtain what you are asking

-for now I shall certainly do.

Mr. David Polleck: -

Mr. Chairman,-Fellow-Dritish Sub-
jects of His Gracious Majesty King
Edward, when I had the privilege of
addressing -you a Tortnight ago last
Sunday, I veutured to _make a pro-
puecy, and I said toyou that I could
.leel that the current of public opinion.
was tarning in your favour, that pcoplé
who had been prejudiced against you
were now seeing the justice of your
cause, and were turning in -your
{avour and that, shartly, you might
receive “help from quarters little
thought of. Well now you-see a
platform. of Europeans pledged to

“stand by you to the bitter end.” Gen-

tlemen, the point on which I am
asked to speak this afternoon is the
question cf permitting the immigra-
tion of six educated compatriots of
yours to come in and assi'st you in
your struggle towards a higher civi-
lisation; and that, gentlemen, is the
point in this struggle which appeals
to me far more strongly than any
other; because I ask myself this
question : *Is this commuuity, this
comimunity which has an ancient
civilisation of its owi, to be hurled
hack into barbarism, or is it to be
helped forward on the lines -of pro-
‘eressive British modern civilisation?

Some ol your opponents have asked
« How is it that this Indian com-

runily in the I'ransyaal cannot find

from emongst, its own pumbers men-

ol education” and culture who will
minister to them as doctors or priests
or teachers 7 Gentlemen, [ say to
tham that no community such as
yours, which has suffered such long-
continued persecution as you have

-] endured at the hands of the Transvaal

Government, can, or can be expected
to, " furnish irom its own numbers
cultured men who will bestow their
services upon their less fortunately
placed compatriots. You have human
rights, and you are, I know, deter-
mined to get those rights, you are
determined that you shall get from
outside men of light and leading,
who will come and winister to your
spiritual and intellectual needs. What
is the ubject of the Transvaal Govera-
ment to-day. That. object, as Mr,
Howard has told you, is to keep edu-
cation from coming in contact with
you. They wish to keep-you dumb,
and silent, and unedueated, and-
unable td help yoursclves, because
they know lhat education is a passport
to lLiberty, and that is a passport
which will never be given you by the
Transvaal Governmet, not, at least,
with their consent; but if you stand
together, if you are united, you can
obtain that passport, and if you stand
together you can never be thrown -
back entirely, you can always rise
to your feet and take a step forward.
It has been said that, i any educated
Indians will apply to the Transvaal
Government for .temporary parmits,
their request will receive the utmost
consideration. © Well, you are aware
that that sort-of permit is perlectly
uscless. You know that a man who
comes in here on a temporary permit

15 a man who cannot be of any assis-

tance to you, and you know that
men of light and leading, men ol
courage and persistence, will not
serve you on such humiliating terms.
You can only get in educated and
culturéd men to help you if they are
allowed to come in freely, to come
and go as they please, and are treated
on a footing of equality with other
cultured and civilised people.  That
is a point upon which you cannot
possibly give. way. You know per- .
fectly well that a priest who comes in
on 2 temporary permit cannot exercise
his calling, because he may be sent
out of the country at a moment’s
notice. In the same way, a teacher

would be perfectly valueless to you,

unless he can come in freely without
hindrance. They must come in as
free men and minister to you as a
free people. Gentlemen, when I have
spoken to you on several occasions
before, ‘I have always come with
pleasure and gone away with greater
pleasure to see that. your. courage
shows no sign of failing. Mr. Gandhi,

‘who has been lauded to-day by all

the speakers is a most magnificent
leader, a leader who compares favour-
ably with any leader of ancient or
modern” times of any movement of
which history holds a record. You
can never get another leader like
him with his unquenchable courage,
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. There will be infused into you the
spirit of his courage, the spirit
animating him, and, with that Divine
help which can never be long with-
_held from those fighting for conscl-
ence’ sake, 1 can only say what [ said
before, and 1 hope I will not have to
-say often again, “ G on, go on with
courage, go on as conscientious ob-
jectors, and victory must be yours,
and must be yours very soon.”

Mr. Edward Dallow :

Mr. Chairman and Geritlemen, it
is a great pleasure to me to have the
privilege of addressing this splendid
meeting. - When this Asiatic Law was
passed, the larger portion, I might al-

most say the whole, of the English
community were unaware of the nature
and scope of the Law. ~ No doubt, it
was published, as all Jaws are, in the
" Goveriment Gazelte but the Govern-
ment Gazetle is not a paper that we
ordinarily take in for amusement or
for pleasure. Ordinarily speaking, it
is not known to the great body of the
people what the law is or is going to
be until it is discussed in the Parlia-
ment of the peeple.  Now one pecu-
~ liarity about this Law that perhaps
" you know is that it was passed in the
Parliament of the people without dis-
cussion, so that the large body of the
people keew nothing of what you
would be subjected to. Now as one
_ of the “imported British,” as they
sometimes call us, I, who have only
been six or seven years in this coun-
try, bring with me from the home-
land all the prejudices for liberly of
thought, of speech, and of constitu-
tional action which have grown therc
_ after hundreds of years of persistent
efiort. Gentlemen, I stood aside at
the first opening of this question, be-
cause I saw you had efficient leaders
‘of your own, and I thought you under-
-stood the matter from your own point
of view, inasmuch as I saw no dis-
cussion of the thing had taken place
in Parlizment, and it was not open to
me to have gained that information
through the ordinary channels. After-
wards I came in contact with Mr.
Gandhi, who is a personal {riend of
mine, I am_delighted to be able to
say so, and in conlerences with him
and with M, Polak "heré, I became
enlightened as to the position.you
would occupy under this Act, Well,
now, as a member of the large Em-
pire, not only of the Transvaal, not
only a subject of the Transvaal Gov-
erninent, but as a member of the
great British Empire, I felt that it
was an indignity to you to occupy the
position which you now hold, and 1
felt entirely in sympathy ; and I may
say that, alterwards when discussing
this matter with the English friends
of my acquaintance, I found not one,
at least so far as my own circle of
friends is concerned, but felt very
much perturbed, very dissatisfied with
the position they occupied towards a
partion of the subjecta of tha Kmpire,
whem they had always learnt to

political struggle that does not belong

“honourable way to testify to-the spirit

 that moves .an- Englishman to the

‘who are the foundation of any nation,

respect, who in the late war did great
service 1o the Empire,” which we
never shall forget, and thit service is-
perpetuated, as we know, by-a monu-
ment whose inscription I bad the
felicity of reading only a short time
ago. Well, gentlemen, these things
are not to be forgotten, they sink
deep into the heart of every ordinary:
Englishman. But you must recollect
that the Englishman bas behind him
a long experience of political life and

to the pegple of this land or to the
rulers of this land. They are com-
paratively new to what I call constitu-
tional government, and it is to be ex-
pected that even with the-best inten-
tions; and I credit them with the best
intentions—I think - we  must do
that—, they have blundered; -but
when they see that it is not only you,
an unrepresented class who have no
vote and who have no voice in_ the

Government, that it is not only you |

they have te deal with, but that the
whole body ot the people here are
moved to the very heart to think that
this thing should go on and that there
are Eurgpeans who will not have this
thing carried on to their dishonour
any longer than they can possibly
help, I think that the- Government.
will incline-their ear fo the counsels
of your friends. As one of your
friends, I shall be delighted to join
in any movement that may be made
to represent to the Government the
true views of the great part of the
electors of this country, and I think
that their-voice will prevail.  Of
‘course it is very hard for the Govern-
ment to have to what is genemlly
called *climb down.” I do not

want anything to happen that will |

make it hard and difficult for the Gov-
ernment to review their position, I
say that your suflerings are above
praise ; that you should band your-.
selves together in this patient and

that is in you—that is just the spirit

core. He has done it over and over
again himself, and in you he admires
it and will support it so long as it is
carried on as you have hitherto car-
ried it on in orderliness, lawlulness,
and ail respect to those about you.
I am sure, therefore, that you have
the entire support of all the British
people here who have given any
thought at all to politics, who have
evér.gone beyond the mere occupa-
tions of their daily life into politics,
and bave given some thought to those
larger questions that effect an Empire
and a nation. These dre the men

and I can assure you that you have
the support of that party with you to-
day, in so far as I know them
amongst my-own friends, and I be-
lieve that is a sample of what is going
on through the entire cCommunity,
Well, gentlenten, I wish you every
success in the effort you are making,
L hape that you witl preserve in this.
fes@l'.mon-wnich L am now spemking |

to; that you will get amongst you
the men- you require to lift you in
your daily life, to serve you in your
religious life, to ‘educate your child-
ren, and in every way to make you»‘{.:m
upright, self-respecting community.
The very Government now in power
was unable to conduct its government .
in past times, but had to send to
their Motherland to bring the best of
her men to help them., And why
_should not you do the same? Does
not the same principle apply now as
when they were obliged to do it? We
will . stand by you and see that you
get what you ask.

Letters Recelved

TFroni -Apvocate Atray C. Her-
sCHENSOHN ¢ “T thank your Assccia-
tion for the invitation extended, but

-regret that a prior engagement pre-

vents my taking advantage of it
I need bhardly add that my sympa-
thy is with the Indians in South
Africa who are constitutiona'ly fight-
ing for a limited recognition of their
political manhood, Furthermore there
‘should be no room for difference ot
opinion that .an entirely erronecus
policy has-been adopted in treating -
infractions of the.Government pro-
hibitory measures as purely criminal
oftences. :
The resistance to the Government -
enactment is political in its nature
and the action of the authorities in
herding with criminals men whose
opinions and cenvictions have brought
them into opposition is not deserving
of commendation.” ~ - -~ ! )
From the Rev. Cavon Digey M.
Berry:- I regret that an important
engagement will prevent my being
present at the meeting at Furdsburg
on Wednesday. I should wish to
express my deep regret for the suffer-
ings of my Indian fellow-subjects
resident in this Colony., " If I under-
stand their case rightly, they are
taking the only means open to them
of protesting . against an obnoxious
law. They conformed to this law-on
condition of its being repealed, and
that condition has not been fulfilled.
A clergyman should 'avoid meddling
in politics; but he should be ready to
use his influence on behali of the
oppressed, and therefore T am willing
to take part in representing the case
of British Indifns to the Government
and people of this Colony.” _
The Rev. Mr. GoobExougH sent a.
.oessage of regret at being unable to
attend the Mass Meeting owlng to
his -abscnce in Natal. _

1r. N. A. Ross also was unable to
attend the meeting, but sent a mes-
sage as follows :— It seems to me
that the points in dispute outfht to
‘be easily settléd by a friendly con-.
terence” - - - - '

Telegrams were received from
Lourenco Marques Indians, British
Indian Lesgue (Capdtown); Bouth
Altica Indian Association {Gapatawn),
Robetison Iudians, Kintberley Ini
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dians, Port Llizabeth Indians, Rio-
desia British Indian Association,
Natal Indian Congress, Durban In-
dian merchants, and from 33 Ingdians
j ‘st arrested at Volksrust, all express-
. ing#ympathy and encouragement.

Notes on the Transvaal
Struggle .. -

_ _ Collections .
-~ Collections in various parts of the
Transvaal are proceeding on behalf
of the passive resistance. cause.
- Large sums have been ‘contributed by
various sections of thé people in
" Johannesburg, - the, latest being the
sum of £ 40 contributed by the leva
. ’Kunbi community, who number scme
vo only.
* Meeting about ;£75 was handed over.
by various sections ol the community
from Germiston, Boksburg, and other
places. - SBeveral important sums have
still to come in; ” o '

“Convictions and lmprisonm.euts .

.- On Friday, the 6th"inst., at Ger- |
" “miston, 7 men wett to Gaol in the [

usual way for hawking without licen-
" ces. There were, on Monday last,
nearly 120 prisoners at the Fort, and,
-at Volksrust, the zaol js overcrowded,
there being at least 75 people there.
Complaints ‘have been made to the
Briv'sh Indian Association in regard
to . the treatment of prisoners at
Barberton Gaol:  Apparently, the
Authorities have become “angry at
. ‘previous .complaints made and are
wrecking their spite upon the unfortu-
nate Indian prisotters.  Although
notice ot appeal was lodzed in regard
to them, they have been obliged -to
_ contisue at hard labour contrary to
the express provision of the Criminal
Procedure Code. We understand that
- representations have been made to
the Law Department on this question.

* Curious Journalism
The Sunday Times last week con-
‘tained the following in the course of

a leading article commenting upon-

Wednesday's Mass Meeting: “The
days in which it was-supposed that
“the colour of a man's skin did not
matter so long as his .conscience was
clean are over; the world belongs,to
the white races.” Perhaps the Japan-
_“ese may have something to say to
that, The Editor of the Swnday
Tmes seems to write with something
- "Of Divine Authority. It would be
interesting to find out who has signed

. his Power of Attorney. :

" A Message from Yolksrust

The Volksrust prisoners sent a
message to their brethren at the Mass
Meeting, urging them not to withdraw
from the kttuggle - until the just
demdnds Hf Indians were respected,

At \ednesday's Mass

and that the prisoners were quite firm
and. prepared to fight to .the bitter
end, no matter even if the hardship
of death came upon them, -

Fa
[

Typical
. Mr. Essop Mahomed made applica-
tion under the new. Act from Delagoa
Day. He filled in the usual applica-
tion form and impressed his fingers
thereon, but he was asked by the

office of the Delagoa Bay representa-
tive of the Transvaal Immigration
-Office to fill up a new form, as the
Impressions already forwarded were
useless. This Mr. Essopji refused to
do. He enteved the Tranvaal un-
molested, and immediately instructed
his-Solicitor to withdraw his applica-
lion and to ask lor the return of the
documents that he bad filed there-
with, * The Registrar of Asiatics,
however, now wishes to keep the
documents, .to which he is not
entitled, and has refused to part with
them. ~And still we are told that
Indians are-without a sense of honour,
that they are slim, and have a number
of other horrid vices.

_ At Volksrust _

The Volksrust gaol is so over-
crowded with Indian passive resisters
that tents have had to be erected by
the authorities for the profer accom-
modation of the-prisoners. . Generaily
they enjoy good health, being given
‘plenty of openair excercise, On
Monday, Mr. Mirza Iloosen Ahmed
was- scatenced to six wecks' hard

print oh -entering the Colony.- He
produced a certifrcate issued under
the old Asiatic Act, on the 23rd May
—five months, after General Smuts
had assured the public that registra-
tioh was no longer possible under
the Act! This had been forwarded
to him in Natal, though, when he
-made application, he thought it was
under the voluntary arrangement.
He has now surrendered the docu-

- .| ment to the British Indian Assciation

for destruction. On the same day
three other cases were remanded for
a week, The little bry Hirji Mulji
is now in convict garb. General Smuts’
fatherly heart must be well-satisfied
with this! Mr. Gandhi has received
the bad news of Mrs. Gandhi’s dan-
gcrous illness, but he has refused to
pay his fine, feeling that the cause
comes first. g

The Kiog-Emperor's Birthday

the King-Emperor on the occasion of
his birthday by the British Indian
Association :— Transvaal British In-
dians. loyally congratulate King-Em-
peror occasion birthday anniversary.”
" Germiston Arrests

At Germiston, on Tuesday, some
40 old Indian hawkers were arrested
“for trading without licences. 1 undes-

stand that this is supposed to be a

Registrar. of Asiatics to- go to the-

labour for refusing to give his thumb- |

The following message was sent to

clean sweep of all the unlicensed
hawkers within the Municipality.
There does not seem to be much lack .
of spirit in the passive resistance
movement, even though the Kand
Daily Mail may be right in suggesting
that what Indians want is not worth
passive resistance.

Aoti-Sammy, Ltd.

Unger this euphonious and deli-
cately courteous title, an Association
has been formed amongst certain so-
called white men in Johannesburg,
for the purpose of securing the trade
at present in the bands of Indian
hawkers. An attempt is being made,
whilst Indiaas are going to gaol for
conscience’ sake, to rob them of their
‘custom. It is a pleasant commentary
on the general methods of Europeans
in regard to the Asiatics in the Trans-
vaal, if not elsewhere in South Africa.

Replacement of Indians )

The AMai/ says: *“The Parks and
Estates Committee of the [Johannes-
burg] Town Council has been reluc-
tantly compelled, by the fact of the
Indians delying the Registration Law, °
to adopt a definite policy of employ-
ing whites wherever possible in the
town parks. Under the sympathetic
guidanice of the Superintendent of
I'arks (Mr. Stirrat), the process of
making room for whites has for some -
months past been slowly but surely
taking effect.” The most important
example of this of late is the fact that
all the coolies formerly employed in
the Cemetery finished their municipal
service on Saturday last, and about
thirty-five white men bave taken their
places. '

The coolies were paid at the rate of
£ 4 per month and free quarters, and
the difficult question of overtime never
atose with them.  The position now
is, says Mr. Stirrat, that in the event
of whites proving capable gardeners |
the council will consider the question -
of increasing the wages. - Personally
he is strongly in favour of the change,
but insists on the fact being faced
that “ it is going to cost the Council
something.”

Swami Shankeranand

A Well-Attended Lecture.

- Close on a hundred Europeans and
a large number of Indians assembled
last Saturday night in the Congress
Hall to hear a lecture by the Swamiji,
given under the auspices of the
Durban Lodge of the Theosophical
Society. Mr, Martyn, the president
was in the chair and introduced the

lecturer with a few weti-chosen words.
The Swamiji held forth on “ The
Practical Religious Life,” basing his
teaching, as before, on the Vedas,
After the lecture, questions were
raised and replied toin a very able
and spirited manner. Some personal
introductions followed, and the meet.
ing dispersed shortly after 18 o’closlt
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An Appeal to the ng 1

T he Natal Indian Congress lns sent,
through the Culonial Sccretary, the
tollo“mg nressages to the King
Emperor :—

« Natal Indian Congress tenders
loyal - congratulations His Gra(-mus
M ijesty King l‘mpcror’s birthday.”

« N.tal Indians Congress diaws His
Gracious Majesty I\mrr Emperor's at-
tention on auspicious Ninth to fict
that ¢ver two hundred Indians, includ- |
ing some most prominent Indians,
suﬂ'ermrr in Transvaal, lmprlSOtIMLnt
 hard labour, fur conscience’ sake, self-
respect, and just rights.- Coumrcss

- respectiully prays for reneF

v —_—

Replacing Indiap Servants

“ Juhannesburg Municipality’s Action

Mr. H. 5. L. Polak has addressed
the lollowing letter, under datz the
-7th inst., to the Johannesburg press:

I undersl'md that the Larks and
- Estates Committee of the Johannes-
burg Town Council has decided lo
replace  Indians, employed by the
Council by Europeans, on the ground
that their Indian employees are defying
the Registration Law. lt:tlmosts&:cms
as if, 1n order to carry out its all-
“white-labour pulicy, the Johannesburg
Municipality, which has been called
the most reactionary in -ali South
Africa in regard to the colour question,
has souzht an easy excuse to get rid of
those Indians at present employud by
the Council. 1 have rarely heard of
anything more shocking: than for a
publi¢ body t» dismiss its scrvan’ %,
who hwe always performed their
- duties in a satisfuctory manner, for the
reason Lhat their political and religious
views do not happen to coinside with
those of their employers. That kind
of pressure is unworthy of British
- Municipal Institutions or Government
Departments, but it is unfortunately
becoming a common incident, as was
“evident from the fact that Mr. N. A.-
Cama was dismiss=d {from the Post
OMfice, not because he did not fulfil
his duties to the satisfaction of his
superiors, but -because he dared to
protest against a social injustice to his
Lrrethren, )

1 desire to voice my. protest against
this method of bringing pressure to,
‘bear. upon employees. Since when
have either the Municipality or the
Government been the keepers of the
consciences of their Indian employces?
I venture to urge that no more per-
nicious principle can be imagined than
that ot a public body iunterfering with
th: conscientious objectinns of those
whom it employs, provided that the
* latter fulfil their duties in an adequate
and responsible manner.  Whilst this
particular incident may be cverlooked
because the viclims are Indians, |
would add that the vnderlying prin-
ciple is one which will work havoc in
our public institutions. We are sowing
the wind, and we sholl inevitably

K rcap..thmh}rl \\md

pay fines.

Lat:ést'-"{'elegrams fom
- the Transvaal

-

[Speciar TELEGRAMS] -

—

Johannesburg, Friday.

Yesterday's  Lender - conlairs two
editarials supporting the Indian de-
mands and- strongly -sympathising’
with thé passive resistance movemsnt.
The paper says: what is obvious is
that, it thz temporary permits con-
templated by the Government conlur
ordunry rights received by Asiatics,
there is no pomt in resorting to theém,
and if thcy do nut, then, thourrh we
may say ‘to’ Indians we will' not give

even six ofthem per year a-imission-

as limited citizens, we cannot_in
honesty at the same time say to “the
public here and in India and Loundon
that we are ofi-ring no real bar to
entrance and th ut under permits,
entrants would be in the sam:-posi-
tion as-others. Th: Leader dlso says:
Passive-tesistance in the East is.as
old as history, but we should like to

learn of cases where it has been a

terror except to evil rulers.  Depend
upon it, when 2 race is sufficiently
lnlelllgem to understand the mear‘mg
and significance ol passive res'stance,
nothing that anybody cn say to it
will prevent it to rtesort to it if its
sense of - grievance be sufficiently
strong. We need net fear passive
resistance on the part of su’' )]Lct races
if we are jusl to them,

Yesterday's mail papers to hand
contain lengthy protests agninst the
action of the Transvaal Government
regarding “the iprisonment of Mr.
‘Gandhi and other passive resisters.
Also protests from all parts of India
saying that there is a- growing volume
of bitterness and mdltrnat:on reoard-
ing the Transvaal snua'ion

r

The appeal of the 'Ir;msvaal' re-
turning Indisns in. -Barberton Gaol is
upheld by the -Supreme Court. The
Chicl "Justice in passing judgment,
caustically commented on the action
of the Government in issuing warrants
ol deportation, pointing out” that old

residents of. the Transvaal who had.

visited Indja and returned with their
w.ves and families avere not prohi-
bited immigrants and-the action of
the Government in treating them as
such  was absolutely unjustifiable.

Since Monday, 227 more imprison- |

ments bave taken place, including 64
at Johannesburg, o7 at Germiston
and 6o al Pretoria. Al relused- to
" Since the Licensing Offi-
cers staried operations. at Germiston

150 have goue to g'l(.l 1n thftt place
alone.

S Ixpian Masis, bhe Hwrvolosisails
for Bombay on or about the a1gt in-
stant.  The Umkunsisails for Calcutta
on or about the zsth instant,

|
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_CImmer of Comn:ree,
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l’hw'(ers and Traders

: -\ committee of. the L 1rbcrt0n
says the -
Transpaal Leader; has drawn. up a
pelition to the Government integded
to bring about an amendment of the
law in lhe_seuse of making hawkers
bear a fairer share of the public bur’
dens. Our correspondent’s despatch -
gives the salient paragraphs of the
petition, which, it is to be hoped, witl .
hwe th: careful-eonsideration.of thaz
Government and thz public, Itseems
to us that there is mach force in the
arguments employed by, the Rarberton:
committee. It is playing with words~
to represent hiwkers as friends and
necessities of the poer-when they dre
foupd employing sub-hawkers and
working in the organised way and on’
the scale of w hlch the petition makes
mention, DBarberton has, to.ourthink-
ing, given th: Colony a practical lead-
in dealing with a section of penple
which, incidentally, includes. Asiatics.
"Ik :re is nothing to which any reason-
able person can pbject in adjusting

"cond:tions of competition in the way

-proposed ; because-such an amenc-
mentof the law would not discriminate
ag unst British Tndians. - Ifit includes.
them that cannot .be helped. - 1f the
\Iunicip:il'tiee would rigorously apply
the highest Mummp_ﬂ standard to
‘Asiatic traders equally with others,
and il the education authorities had
power to enforce “the  most advanced
education standards, _Asiatic compeli-
tion would soon bt, rendered less dll-.
ficult to mcet.

Deeorting a wiork Coroxy. ‘The
entire Hinda Colony_ in British Col-
umbia, 1nclud|ng mre than 2,000
persons, is to be moved.to British
tHonduras. The plan for théie traas.
lerence is the result ol negotiations ™
between Sir Willrid Laurier,the Can- -

| adian Prime *Mimster ; VL')rJ Strath-

cona, the H gh Commissionér in
London; and the Governor of Hon-
duras.  The Imperial Government
will share the cost of the transporta-
ton.  Th: flindus are anxious to .
move, and will be employed in build-
ing railways, - Theplan was arranged
in Lo don recently at a meeting be-
twéen lord Strathcona and the Guy-
ernor of Honduras,
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