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Equal Right—;

If persons are ndmitted, they-must be
given civil rights. **Free” or “not
at ali”’ seems to me the sound pnm:lplc
for the British Empire. .
If any one is admitted under the Bnnsh
flag, he must be a potential citizen and
must, socner or later, be given cqu-ﬂ
rights with all other men. .-
It was g -strong thing to ask that nny
subject of the King should be deprived:
of his living and set about his business
through no fault of his own.—CoOLONKL,
- SEELY, in'the House of Commons, on’
the 3ist July.
"THE quotation we have given above
‘~is taken from the speech made by
‘Colonel Seely, the Under Secretary of
State for the Colonies, on the motion
of Mr. A. E. W. Mason.. Colonel
Seely’s speech will be found fully
. reported elsewhere. General Smuts
resented Mr, Gandhi's remarks that
e claimed for British Indians partners
_ ship with the European inhabitants of
the Transvaal, but a greates: than
General Smuts has vindicated the
right,
Colonel Seely’s remarks, and there
- can be no doubt that for British Indi-
ans there is no other position possible.
They must take every opportunity of
asserting the right. As has been
pointed out, it does not mean trench-
ing upon white predominance in tte
Colonies, it does not mean that
British Indians have the remotest in-
tention " of usurping the governing
power that the Europeans enjoy in

| sary to wield it.

There is no false ring about’

assertion with the weapon of passive |
resistance, whenever it becomes neces-
It is because Gen-
cral Smuts fails to recognise the justice
ol the claim that he resents the possi-
blhty of a few educated Indians ¢n-
tering the Transvaal as of right.  The
specch made by Colonel Seely shows
that the Imperial Government is still
negotiating with the Transvaal Gov-
ernment in connection with the posi-

tion of British Indians in that Col-

ony, and British Indians have only to
continue in Lheir determination to
suffer in order, ultimalely, to get what
they are entitled 1o,

Because Me. Esramim OsMAN IS AN
Indian, as also Mr. K.

Isit M. Pattel, of Vereeniging
Barbamus? the former’s iurarcera-
* tion ‘under the extra-

ordinary circumstances reported in
our columns, and the sale of the
latter’s goods in the manber reported
elsewhere in this issue have attracted
little notice.  They would have
beed termed savage and barbarous,
bhad the parties been wearers of a
white skin. Mr. Ebrabim Osman is
a well-known merchant of Pict Retiel.
He was known to the Corporal who
gave evidence for the Crown. His

connection . with the permit held by

him was aiso irrefutably demonstrated
before the Court, aud yet he was
sentenced to pay a fine of A5 or
suffer imprisonment for 14 days with-
out-hard labour, becuse he declined
to give his thumb impression. What
a parody of justice! Mr. Ebrahim
Osman knows English well. He can
sign his name, but he must give his
thumb-impression because he is an
Asiatic! Vet the Legislators of the
Transvaal had no hesitation in saying
that they wanted to. treat Indians
with justice and fairness. Sir George
Farrar declared that he recognised
his Imperial obligation. The adnrinis-
trators of the laws of the Colony _dis-
charge this obligation in the name ol
the local Parliament by treating
Tespectable Asiatic residents of the
Transvaal as if they were common
felons. Mr. E. M. Partel was find
L1 7s. 6d. He bravely refused to pay
sthe fine.  There was no alternative of
imprisonment. His goods were there- |
fore sold, and for £ 7s. 6d.,a Bill of
costs due to the Messenger of the
Court was taxed at 44 18s., and, in
order to recover the sum of £6 5s. 6d.,
goods to the value of nearly £,z0 had
to be sold. 1t will be said, in answer
to this, that Indians have brought it
gn themselves, and so they have.

Parliament of the Transvaal having
made their position so intolerable
that they cannot do otherwise. Mr.
Ebrahim Osman would rot have re-
fused to comply with the regulations
had they not been galling, and Mr.
Pattel would not have silowed his
poods to be sold if General Smuls
had kept his promise. Lord Selborne
suid the other day at Vereening that
the ” Asiatics who were entitled to
remain in the ‘Transvaal should be
treated with justice, We do not know
whether his Lordship considers the
forced sale of Mr. Pattel's goods and
the incarceration. of Mr. Ebrahim
| Osman to be equitable treatment.

IT 15 AGAIN OUR PRIVILEGE TO JOIN
with our brethren through-
The  out India and the Colonies
G.0.M's, on the occasion of the
Birthday birthday of Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji, the greatest living
Indian. Yesterday he entered upon his
vighty-fourth year. His lile has been
a strenuous one, devoted to his people
and his beloved country. - Now the
aged patriot is living in-quiet retire-
ment  in India, enjoying the rest
which he has so pobly earned. In-
dians in South Airica, and especially
thuse’ in the Transvaal, may- take
courage for the fight by remembering
that Mr. Dadabhai has spent practicalty
the.whole of his life fighting lor the
rights and freedom of his fellow-
countrymen. Therefore, the greatest
honour we in South Africa can do
him is to follow his example, never
flinching from the struggle until we
have gained for ourselves, and for the
generations to follow,. that complete
treedom which is the right ol every
subject of the King-Emperor,

Answers to Corres-
pondents

SHrirAsTHUM.  We have every
reasen to believe that the Hon. Mr.
Khare's a‘lvice is being widely accept-
¢d in South Africa.—Ed. L.O.

Verp Sar.  You should use your
pewsunal effurts amongst non- readc.rs
of Inpiax OpINION.  * Open letters ”
will not do much good.—Ed. 1.0.

BHussMasoOR.  We regret that it
is difficult, il not impossible, to come
to any nther conclusion than that in-
dicated by Mr, Connolly, who is to be
congratulated on having the courage
of his coavictions.—Ld. LO.
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Asiatics Registration
Amendment Act (1908)

Foll Text

We print below the full text of the
Act “To -validate the Voluntary
Registration of certain Asiatics who
failed to comply with the provisions
of Act No. z of 1907 and to make
furtber provision for the registration
of Asiatics,” recently passed by the
Transvaal Parliament :—

Be it enacted by the King’s Most Excel-
leot Majesty by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and Legis-
Intive Assembly of The Transvaal as fol-
lows :— A

1. In this Act unless inconsistent with the
context t— :

* adult” shall mean of the age of sixteen

" years or over;

““application for registration ” shall menn
an application to be placed on the
register of Asiatics made in the man-

- ner and form prescribed by regulation

' and asccompanied by the particulars
and means of identification required
by regulation ;.

* Agiptic” shall mean any male person
belonging to one of the native races
of Asta and sha!l include & coolic, an
Araband a Malay but shall not in-
clude— oL
{a) a Malay born and resident in any

British Colony or possession-in
Santh Aftica; or
{8) 2 person introduced into this
: Colony under the Labour Im.
. pertation Ordinance 1go4 7 or
(¢} an officer of any consular service ;

* certificate of registration ™ shall mean
& certificate of registration under Act
No. 2 of 1907, or a certificate under

- this Act in the form set forth in the
Schedule to this Act or as prescribed
by regulation ;

*‘ commencement of this Act” shall mean
the date on which this Act caine into
operation ;

*Governor” shall mean the officer for
the time being administering the Gov-
ermment of this Colony acting by and
with the advice nnd consent of the
Executive Council theréof;

“‘guardian ” shajl mean the parent of a

minor Asiatic or any other person

under whose care such minor is living
for the time _heing, or_failing any
such person the employer of such

minor ; .

“# lawiul holder® as uscd in relation to
any certificate of registration shall
mean the person {other than a minor
named therein) whose registration is
thereby certified ;

“minor” shall 'mean under the age of
sixteen years ;

"register of Asiatics™ shall mean the
register to be kept for purposes of this
Act in muanner prescribed by gu-
lation ;

Hrepistrar?  shall mean the officer ap-
pointed by the Governor to keep the
regisler of Asiatics nnd apy person
lawlully acting in such capacity ;

‘* regulation ™ shall mean any repulation
muade under section seventeen of this
Act

“* unregistered Asintic” shall mean an
adult Asiatic who is not the holder of
a certificate of registration,

) Part 1, =
" VALIDATION OF VOLUNTARY REGIs-
TRATION.

2. (1) Every person—
{a) who is mn Asiatic as defined by
Act No. 2 of 1907 ; and
(4) by or in respect of whom an appli.
cation-for registration was on the tenth
day of February 1go8, or on any da
subsequent thereto up ull the tent

day of May 1908, made to the registrar

or other duly authorised officer; and‘

(¢} to or in respect of whom & certifi-

cate in the form set forth in the

Schedule to this Act was issued by

the registrar; -
shall, when in possession of such certificate,
be deemed to be the lawful holder of a certi-
ficate entitling him to enter and reside in
the Colony.

{2} Every person who, having been the
Jawful holder of a certificate of registration
under Act No, 2 of 1907, has been permitted
to obtain a certificate in the form in the
Schedule to this Act in substitution for such
first-mentioned certificate, shall also be’
deemed to be the lawlul holder of a certifi-

1 cate entitling lim to enter rnd reside in this
[ Colony.

(3} Every Asiatic who holds any certificate
mentioned in this section shall be subject in
all respects to the provisions of this Act and
not to the provisions of Act No. 2 of 1907.

“Part II.
REGISTRATION OF ASIATICS AFTER THE
COMMENCEMENT OF THIS ACT

* 3. An Asiatic shall be catitled to regis.
tration under this Act if—
(a) he satisfies the conditions described
in sub.sections (2) or (3) of section forer,
whether he was or was not in this
Colony at the commencement of this
Act; or '
{#) being the lawful holder of a certifi-
cate of registration isswed under Act No.
2 of 1907, he desires to exchange such
certibeate for a certificate of registration
under this Act; or : C
. {¢) having been a minor resident in this
Colony at the commencement: of this
Act, he first entered the Colony with an
adult Asiatic who was his guardian and
who was registered under Law No. 3 of
1885 or any amendment thereof or is
registered or entitled to registration.
* under this Act; or
(4} he was bomn in any part of South
Africs which- was at -the date of his
birth within the boundaries of The
Transvaal. : :

4. (1) Every unregistered adull Asiatic
resident in this Colony at the commencement
of this Act shall before such date or dates
and at such place or places and to such
person or persons as the Colonial Secretary
may by notice in the Gazette prescribe for
particular areas of this Colony, make appli-
cation for registration, and the registear
shall, on being satisfied that such Asintic is
entitled to registration, issue to him a certifi-
cate of registmtion. - R

(2) Every unregistercd adult Aslatic vesi-
dent ontside the Colony at the commence-
ment of this Act, shall,

(#) if he was resident in The Transvaal
for three years prior to the eleventh day
of Qctober 1899 ; and
{#} upon application for registration from
& place in South Africa but outside the
Colony within one year after the com-
. mencement of this Act; and
* {¢) upon satisfying the registrar of the
facts mentioned in this sub.section ;
be entitled to obtain a certificate of registr-
tion, . .

{3) Every unregistered adull Asiatic resi-
dent vutside this Colony at the commence-
ment of this Act but who was—

{a) duly authorised to enter nnd reside
in this Colony by a permit issued under
the Indemnity and Peace Preservation
Ordinance 1902 or any amendment
thereof or issued between the first day
of September 1900 and the date of the
‘passing of the said Ordinance {untess
such permit shall have been randulently
obtained); or :
{£) was resident and actually in this
Colony on the thirly-first day of May
1goz; )
shall be entitled, upon satisfying the registrar
of the fact set forth in paragraph (a} or (8)
of this sub-section and upon application for
registration from a plree in South Africa but
vutside the Colony, to obtain a certificate
of registration, :

y -

MINor AsiATIcs e

5. In'respect of every unregistered Tinoy
Asiatic born in this Celony, not being the -
child ‘of a lahourer introduced into (his
Colony under the Labour Importation Ordj.
nance 1904, the following provisions shaj)
apply:— ° .

(1) If his guardian is an  Asiatic, (he
minor’s name, bis age, his residence ang
his relationship to his guardian shall be
included in the certificate of registration
of his goardian. .

(2) Within one raonth after such minge-
attains the age of sixteen years he shall
make application to the registrar for a
ceftificaie of registration ; provided
that, if he De absent from the Colony
on ataining that age or onre wonth
thercafter, he may, from a place in

* South Africa bat outside the Colony,

make application to the registrar for
registration and upon salisfying the

- registrar that he is entitled to registma-

tion, the registrar shall issue te him g
cértificate of registration; and his.name
shall thereupon be expunged from the
register of Asiatics as a minor and shall
be deemed to be no longer included in
his guardian’s certificate of registration,

6. (1) Whenever the registrar is satisfied
that any Asiatic claiming to be entitled to
registration” under section #f4rez is not so
entitled, be shalli refuse to issue to him a
certificate of registration, and notice.of the
refusal shall be sent by post te such Asiatic
at the address given upon his form of appli-
cation. - O

{2} In every case of refusal by the registrar
to issue a certificate of registration, an ap.
peal may, within fourteen days of the date
of the notice of refusal, be noted by Jetter
addressed to .the Colonial Secretary, and
such appeal shall be heard by a magistate
specially assigned by the Governor to hear
such appeals, and such magistrate shall be
deemed, when hearing any such appeal, to
be an inferior court within the meaning of
section minefeen of the Administration of
Justice Proclamation 1goz. -

{3) In the case of an Asiatic who is in
South Africa but outside this Colony, the
officer in charge of the Immigration Depart-
ment shall, as soon as the date has been
fixed for. the hearing of such appeal, send by
post to the appellant at the acdress given
upon his application for registration a tem.
porary permit entitling him to enter and
remain in the Coleny until the appeal has.
been deterimined, 1f the nppent be dismissed,
the said magistrate shall mnke an order in
writing directing the appeliant to be re.-
moved from the Colony, and every such
order shall be decrned to be an order made
under section six of the Immigrants Restric-
tion Act 1907 or any amendment thereof.

{4) In the case of an adult Asiatic in the
Colony who has mot within a period pres-
cribed by sub-section (2) of this section noted
an appeal or whose appeal having been noted
has not been proceeded with or has been
dismissed,. the said magistrate shall make an
order in writing directing such Asiatic to be
Jemoved from the Colony, and every such -
order shall be deemed to be an order made
under section six of the Finmigrants Restric-
tion Act £go7 or a1y amendment Lhereof,

Removar rrost thHE CoLoNy

7. Auny adull Asiatic who, after such date-
or dates as may. be notified by the Colonial
Secretary in the Gaselle, is found within the
Colony and fails, upon such demand as is
mentioned in scclion mine to produce a-
certificate of registretion of which he is the
luwful holder, may be artested without
wurzunt and brought before a resident or
assistant resident magistrate and if he fdils to
satisfy such magistrale that be is the tawful
holder of & certificate of repistration or that
the time within which he is required to make
application for such certificate has not expired
the magistrate shall, save as in the bext

-succeeding section is provided, take an

order in writing directing him to be removed
from this Colony and every such order shall
be deemed to be an order made under section
six of the Immigrants Restriction Act 190}
or any amendment thereof,
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8. If an adult Asiatic who has failed to
make applicstion for registration in accord-
ance with the provisions of sub.section {1) of
section four shall satisfy 1he magistrate
belore whom he is brought that such failure
was due to some good and sufficient cause,
the magistrate may, instead of making such
arder as aforesaid, direct stch Asiatic forth.
with to make application for registration
within eight days, and if such Asiatic shall
comply with such direction, his application
shall be dealt with in all respeots as if it hed
been made in accordance with the provisions
of the said sub-section and all the provisions
of this Act which would have applied if the
applicalion ‘had been so made shall apply
accordingly, but, if he shall fail to comply
with such direction, the magistrate shall

meake an order for rembval as aforesaid in |

respect of such Astatic and any such order
shall be deemed to be an order made under
seclion 5ix of the Immigrants Restrictlon Act
1907 of any amendment thereof, -

Part 11l i
GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS.

9. Every Asiatic who enters or is within
this Colony shall, upon demand made upon
him by any European member of 2 police
force Jawfully established therein ot by any
other European person authorised thereto
by the Cotonial Secretary, produce the certi-
ficate of registration of which he is the lawiul
holder, and shall aiso on like demand supply
stich patticulars and furnish such means of
jdentification as may be prescribed by regu-
lation. Any Asiatic who fails upon lawful
demand to produce such certificate shall,
unless he is the lawful holder of a certificate
“of registration, be liable to be deait with in
manner mentioned in section eight. '

to. (1} If at any time any certificate of
_teégistralion is lost or destroyed, the person
to whom it was issued shall fotthwith apply
to the registrar to have the same rencwed
and the repistrar shall, upon compliance by
such person with such procedure as is pres-
cribeg by regulation and upon payment of &
fee of five shillings, renew the certificate,
Such fee shnll be denoted by wmeans of
revenoe stamps to be affixed to the applica-
tion for renewal and shali be defaced by the
said registrar. .

(2} Any person inte whose hands shall
have come any such cettificate shall, unless
-he is the person to whom it was issued,
forthwith deliver or transmit the same as
soon as may be to the Registrar of Asiatics,
Pretoria. :

11. Every certificate of registrdtion shall
be acvepted ns conclusive evidence in all
places that the lawful holder thereof is
entitled to enter and reside in this Colony;
provided Yhut this section shall not apply to
persons who have, under section fize or six
of the Immigrants Restriction Act 1907 or
any amendment thereof, been removed {rom
the Colony.

12, Whenever, in any prosecution orother
proceeding under this Act the age of any
Asiatic is in question such Asiatic shall
unless and until the contrary be proved be

taken to be of the age which the registrar |

shall in any certificatre issued under his hand
ceftify to be in his opinion the apparent age

of such Asiatic.. L
13. Any affidavit or sworn declaration
which is required by regulation to be made
by any person who makes an application for
registtation shall be excrpt Irom stamp
duty.
‘ TRADING LICENCES

-"I4. {1} No Asiatic shall obtain any trading
licence  under the Revenue Licences Quli-
nance 190§ or any amendment thereof or
under any bye-law or regulation in force
within the jurisdiction of'a local authority,
unless he produce to the person appointed to
issuc the licence a certificnte of registration
of which he is the lawful holder and either
give his signature in English or supply such
other or additionzl particulars or furnish
such means of identification as the Colonial
Secretary may cither genemlly or in parti-
cular cases prescribe.

(2} Any trading licences issued under such
Ordinance or under any such bye-law or

regulation between the tenth day of February
1968 and the commencement of this Act to
an Asiatic who made such application as is
prescribed in sub.section (1) (4} of section
fwg of this Act shall, notwithstanding any-
thing in section Zisrteem of Act No. 2 of
1907 contained, be decmed {o have been
lawfully issued.

{(3) Scction tkirfeen of Act No. 2 of 1907
shall be and is hereby repealed.

THE PENALTIES

£5. Aay person wha— :

“(a} [or the purpose of or in connection
with an application for registration or
for the purpuse of obtaining a certificate
of registration, commits any fraudalent
act, or makes any falsc statement or
false pretence ;

(4) forges or prior to the commencement
of this Act has forged any document in
the form set forth in the Schedule to
this Act or forges any certificate of
wegistration or utters any such document
or certificate knowing the same to be
forged ; or

{¢) uses or attempts to use asn certificate
of registmtion any such forged document
or any such certificate of which he is not
- the lawful holder ;

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to &
fine not exceeding five hundred pounds or,
in default of payment, to imprisonment with
or without hard labour for a period not
exceeding two years or to both such hne and
imprisonment, and any person who incites
to, or aids or abets any other person in, the
commission of any such offence shail be
lisble to the like penalty. i

TEMPORARY PERMITS

16, Notwithstanding anything io the Tm.
migrants’ Restriction Act 1007 or this Act
contained, the Governor may approve the
issue of a permit, in the form prescribed by
regulation, asuthorising an Astatic to enter
and remain in the Colony for any period
named in such permit, and aflter the expiry
of such period the perzon in respect of whom
such permit was issued shall be deemed to
be a person not duly authorised to be in this
Colony, and if found may be arrested without
warrant and the provisions of section sir of
the “Immigrants’ Restriction Act or any
amendment thereof shall apply to such per.
son, as if he were a person mention
paragraph {¢) thereof,

THe GOVERNOR'S POWERS

17. The Govemor may from titne to time
make, aiter, or rescind regutations for any of
the following purposes :—

- (1) Prescribing the form of the register
to be kept for the purposes of this Act,

(2} Prescribing the manner and form in

which application shall be made for

registration, the particulars to be sup-
plied and the means of identification to
be fumished by any applicant for the
. purpose of ot in connection with such
application.
- {3} Prescribing the form of certificates
of registration. .-

(4) Prescribing the particdlars to be

supplied and the means of identification

to be furnished -

() by any Asiatic upon such demand
as is mentioned in section mime;

(f) by any Asintic applving for the
renewnl of any certificate of regis-
tration which has becn lost or des-

- troyed.

(3) Prescribing the procedure to be

" abserved on or in connecction with ap-

peals to Ui magisimte mentioned 1o

section six.

{6) Prescribing the form of permit to be

issued under seclion sixleen.

{7) Generally for the better carrying outl

of the objects and purposes of this Act.

18. Any Asiatic or the guardian of any
Asiatic failing to comply with any require.
ment of this Act or of the regulations shall,
except where otherwise apecified, be linble
on conviction to & line not exceeding one
hundred pounds or in defavht of payment to
“imprisonment with or without hard labow

for & period not excecding threo monthy, -

in

19. Notwithstanding anything to the con.
trary in sub-section (8} of Law No. 3 of
1385 as amended by Volksraad Resolution
Article 1479 of the twelith day of August
1386 the portivn of Erf No. 373 Church
Street Pretoria which wns registered in the
name of the late Aboobaker Amod and
which at the commencement of this Act was
registered in the name of Henry Salomon
Leon Polak may be transferred into the
name of the heirs of the said Aboobaker
Amed, :

20, This Act may be cited for all purposes
as the Asiatics Registration Amendment Act
1908 and shall not come inte operstion
unless and uatil the Governor shall have
declared by proclamation iu the Gasafe thay
it is His Majesty’s pleasure not to disallow
the Act and thereafter it shall come into
operation on such date as the Governor shall
by like proclamation declare.

Schedule
TRANSVAAL ASIATIC REGISTRATION
- CERTIFICATE
Name in full..,.coconinimcrinieeniiammensen

~Height.........

Descriplion... i erestiecimeinsasnsarssenisann

R O T T Ty T R R T LTI R T E L L)

LT

Registrur of Asiatics.
Date of Issue..c.ivmvesrvssin

Holder's
Signature

} siatreeRrieaNn neenan

‘wopssRcm] quwaql 13y

Name of Wife.......c.oor... Residence. e
SoNs AND MALE WARDS under the age of 16
yenars,

Names, | Age. Retarionship

Residence,
- to Guerdian.

No alterations or endorsements are to be
made on the Tace of this Certificate except
by the Registrar of Asiatics.

Ovor SuppLeMeNT, The fourth of
September being the 84th birthday of
the Hon. Dadabhai Naoroji, wa give
with this issue his portrait as a speciat’
supplement.

Dapanal Waorosr,  The British
Indian Association has semt a ceble
of congratulation te the Hon, Dadab-
hai Naoroji on the occasion of his 84th
birthday. The Nata! Indian Congress
has sent a similar cabie.

Crare Estare Rouseries., The.
Secretary of the Indian Pawiolic
Union has been informed by the
Government that the Police . have
been authorised to establish a Police
Station at Clare Estate or Springfield.
This communication is a reply to the
Petition forwarded by the Union
some time ago.

/



Durban Mass Meeting

The Licensiog Question

On Saturday afternoon last, a huge
gathering of Natal Indians met to-
gether in the Indian Market, Grey
Street, Durban, to protest againsi the
passage of the two Licensing Bills
recently passed by the Natal Legisia-
ture. The chair was taken, by Mr
Abdul Cadir, in the absence of Mr.
Dawad Mahomed (President of the
Natal Indian Congress).

Amongst those on the platiorn
were Messrs. Dada Osman, Abdulla
Hajee = Adam, Advocate Gabriel,
Mahomed Ebtahim, Hassim Jooma,
Ebrahim Camroodeen, Ismail- Bayat
{Maritzburg), Ismail Gora, A. M.
Omar (Ladysmith), Kalidas Gandhi
(Tongaat) Moulvi Fateh Mahowmed,
R. Lungucberthy, E. M. Haffajee
(Estcourt), and Goolans Rasool {Char-
lestown). .

Delegates attended from Maritzburg,
Ladysmith, Newcastle, Charlestown,
Verulam, Tongaat, Stanger, Chakas’
Kraal, Nonoti, Ixopo, Pinetown,
Northdene, Greytown, Estcourt, En-
nersdale, Port Shepstone, New Ger-
many and other places.

The chairman, in the course of his
speech, which was delivered in Hin-
dustani, said that the object of the
meeting was to offer their protest

- ageinst the two Bills prohibiting In-
dians from holding licences in Natal.
These he described as arbitrary, un-
just, and unconstitutional. He then
- went on to relate the history of the
Indian question in this Colony from
the early days when what is now
called the *Garden Colony" was
- but a barren waste, Natal was. then
& Crown Colony, and the administra-
tors were statesmen,. with broader
views, higher ideals, great foresight,
and, above all, men well imbued with
the traditional love of British justice
and fairplay. The financial condition
of the country was then i: a very bad
way, and those administrators of the
day, after a careful survey, due de--
liberation, and with a popular vote,
sintroduced the Indian labourers into
the country, and the result of such a
policy was so marvellous that in three
years the revenue was four-fold, and:
the barren waste had blossomed into
a fruitful garden, and the white
population began to increase; and
since-then it has gone on increasing
in wealth, prosperity, and population
and for that the country is solely and
wholly indebted to the Indians, The
trader naturally followed the Indians,
One great outcome of such a policy
-was the granting of Responsible Gov-
ernwont 1o the country,  The British
Indian residents; ot the Colony were
handed over to the tender mercies of
the white Colonists, with a nominal
reservation, of all colour legisintion
tor the approval oi-the Imperial Goy-
-ernment, and it was a lamentable fact
how seldom this veto was exercised
on their behalf. It had been the

Ea
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tashion to loster the belief that all the
ills that South Afnca is heir to should
be on the devated heads of the Asia-
tics, and, this being the easiest way

‘to get in public favour, there were.

not lacking people to take advantage
of it, and a campaign of calumny and
agitation was started, culminating in
these Bills, against which they were
therd that day to protest. There were
three Bills before the Parliament :—
(1) Stoppage of indentured immigra-
tion ; (2) stoppage of the issue of new
licences to Asiatics after Dec. 31,
1908 ; (3) stoppage of Lhe - existing
licences aiter 19:8, 1l there were
need for passing any Asialic legislation
the crying. need was for the stoppage
of indentuted labour. "It would not
Serve any . purpose 10 go into details
on how these poor Indians were be-
guiled into accepting this form of
slavery, for the benefit of the white

'men, and it is 2 patent fact that they
have

inundated this Colony with
successive thousands of the indentured
Indians, then thrown them over to
the country at large after the comple-
tion of their indenture, to eke out a
living as best they could. These

poor wretches, after their indentures,

are made to pay £1 poll-tax, £3 head-
tax, A3 for their wives—in all, £7—
per year to the Government. Thus
alter getting as much as they can by
his cheap labour, be is further explojt-
ed for the benefit of the white
Colonist by such iniquitous imposts.
What makes it mere objectionable is
that the poor Indian was penalised
to this amount, in spite of the
arrangements with the Government of
India to the contrary, and, now and
again, ‘even the few (rinkets of his
wife are forcibly taken away, under
order of .the magistrates to recover
this tax. The question naturally
arises under such circumstances.:
Where is the Protector of the Immi-
‘grants, and what does he do to pro-
tect his charge ?  The designation is
a misnomer. He is not a protector
of the Indian 1mmigranis, but is the
protecter of the farmers, whose scrvant
he is, and is consequently afraid to
exercise his ‘authority,
the Indian thus handicapped, but the
laws regulating his employment are
such that his employer is made liable

for all arrears, and hence it becomes )

increasingly difficult for the time-
expired men to find work in the Colo-
ny, nor is the farmer wiiling to re-in-
denture him, as he can easily get a
new man at a nominal price; This
system has caused immense suffering
amongst these poor Indians, so much
so that about threc thousand of them
went to Lobito Bay in search of work

-and -there more than hall of them
seem to have died through disease.

"The Bills will deprive a lew men of
their legitimate right of earning a
living for themselves and their families
50 that a few whites, mainly-foreign,
may get an opportunity tu step inty
their shoes and leave the farmer
his cheap labour supply undisturbed,
and thus continue to flood the couutry

J

Not only is

Coloties,

with time-expired Indians, and per-
petuating the mischief they are -
anxious to exterminate, Could incon-
sistency further go! The Bill to stop -
the issue of new licences is a second -
instaiment of the Act ot, 1897. Al-,
though the wording of the latter Act .
1s made to apply to trades in general, .
in practice it has been entirely made
operative against the Indians, and
has been the means of gradually de--
priving  many an old resident
‘tradér of his means of livelihood
on - some  pretext or  another, -
So much so that the Indian commu-
nity has been trying its utmost to get -
the law altered, by the appeal from -
the Local Board to the Supreme,
Court: re-established, and the justice .
of ihe grievances was even admitted .
by the late Secretary-ol State for the
The second Bill, for the
stoppage of the. existing rights, if
passed,” would be nothing short -of
legalised robbery. It was even tame
to stigmatise it thus, The  Act of .
1897 had been worked very unscrup- -
lously.  They had been landed into
no eud ‘of expenditure, and even alter .
complying with all the demands they ..
had been been deprived of their
licences, The vagaries of Local.
Boards (which are mainly composed .
of rival competitors), and from whose
judgment there is no appeal, had
been so pronounced at times that
even ~the Supreme Court had de- -
nounced the Act. And now, at one
fell stroke, it was contemplated, not
only to’ deprive them and their ligiti-
mate right to trade, but to deprive
them indirectly of the fruits of their
life-long “ industry and thrift. The
Imperial  Government had a great
responsibility thrown upon it, and
had an onerous duty to perform. He
hoped that, His Majesty’s Ministers
would be guided by what is best in
them, and by that traditional love of
justice and fairplay, instead of hasten-
Ing a catastrophe by sanctioning these
iniquitous measures. (Loud applause),
Mr. Abdocla Hajee Adam then
moved the first resolution, as fol--
lows :— : '
- “That this mass meeting of
the- ‘Natal British Indians em-
phatically ‘protests against the
two Licensing Bills recently pas- .
sed in the Natal Parliament, and
considers them unjust, unconsti-'
tutional, and the worst type- of
-~class legislation dver enacted in
the history of the British Empire,
and éarnestly prays the Imperial
Government to exercise its veto
in the best interests of the
Empire.” L
He referred tn theapathetic attitude
of the Imperial Government. We
see in the Transvaal, he said, what’
steps’ the Imperial Goveinment has
taken to protect the disenfranchised
Indian. We find that, on thé very
day the Responsible Government of
the Transvaal assembled, it passed an
oppressive Act against Asiatics, which -
the Imperial Government sanctioned,
although it yetoed the same Act
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previously. The Imperial Guvemn-
ment finds itselt powerless to protect
British Indizans against the Colonies,
and-that it has openly stated, which
has given an impetus to other respon-
sible and the. Crown British Colonies
to follow in the footsteps of  the
Transvaal in framing oppressive laws
against-British Indians.  Are all these
innumerable hardships against the
British Indians to the credit and hrn-
our of the Botish flag? My country-
men, - tan  you imagine such
untold miseries being caused by any
Government against its own subjects ?
Why are not those laws that are en-
forced against us not applied to the
snbjects of foreign nations, such;as
Germany, Italyand Russia? Because
the Colonists know full well that it
any oppressive laws were applied to
foreigners their respective Govern-
ments would take up their caus: very
actively and promptly, and thus lead
the British Government into serious
complications, which, if not amicably
settled, wight lead to war.  Besides
the foreign Governments would be
-able to rétaliate in the treatment of
British subjects in their country, But
in the cuse of the British Indians there
is no fear for the British Government
of complications, for they are dealing.
with their own subjects. We have no.
hope of getting ‘any redress from the
Colonial Governments. My country-

.men, he continued, the only course

upon to us is to depend upon oursel-.
ves lor the redress of our grievances,
and to suffer -whatever consequences
there may be for that end. T have
not the slightest beliel that the Acts
will ever be sanctioned by the
Imperial Government ; but they show
the attitude towards us of the Colo-
nists of Natal.” I trust you will all’
warmly support this resolution, We
will protest, and protest, and protest,
_till we get redress. (Applause.)

The resolution was seconded by
Mr. Ismail Bayat (Maritzburg) who
said - that their claim to-day here
to every right of citizenship had been
increased by the well-known fact that,
in the late war India saved Natal.
British  troops, - recruited, equipped
and muintained from India’s revenue,
stopped the Boer march to the sea,
and saved Maritzburg and Durban
from the ravages of war.
man was always in a hurry to become
rich, and when he found any colvured
section keeping the woll from the
door by patient toil, sobér life, and
industrious habits, he always grumbled
at them. But a truey business man
was never afraid of competition, and
never found time to cavil at others,
and that was why the honourable sec-
tion of the community took no part.in
this agitation. - 'The Government for-
got the Imperial aspect of this Colo-
nizi efirontery, disregarding the effect’
of their excess in India, and the
present state of the National develop-
ment, when millions of his Majesty’s
subjects are watching the course of
events ot the other side of the Indian
Bcean, when by such o law  Hrifiah

-The white ]

rule was brought into distepute. If
ever such drastic legislation were
passed here against subjects of
another European Power, then the
guns of that nation would come along,
thundering on the Bluff brezkwaters,
but being British subjects their position
becomes awkward in the Colony
where the same flag flies. It would
seem that one of the inestimable ad-
vantages of being taken into the
bosom. of the British Empire is that
as a full-blown British citizen, you may
be limited from other British Colonies
or compelled to submit to some
ignominious restrictions, whilst as a
foreigner who has never shared the
glory of British citizenship you are,
if white-skinned, sure of being treated
at least with respect.

Mr. Hassim Jooma, 10 supporting
the resolution said: I never believed
that Colonists would propose and
pass such a measure as those we are
about to protest against, and which
were " chiefly engendercd by certain
members of the shilting population of
the United Kingdom, who wereattract-
ed to the Southern Hemisphers by the
boom alter the war. That the two Hou-
ses of Parliament should be so much
carried away by the temporary wave of
prejudice as to flagrantly violate the
Sovereign’s gracious and solemnly de-
clared principles, and to disregard
the fundamental principles of British
.justice, that such a law should be
passed in a British Colony in the zoth
century, passes my comprehension.
It may be that these measures, un-
paralled in the history of the British
Empire, may more prominently bring
this Colony before the world in the
way ol advertising its incompetency in
the matter of statesmanship, only to
be madea laughing-stock by European
Powers and to bring her name into
contempt in India.
[riends must remember that we were
[ not uninvited to this' Colony, having
only followed the labourers imported
from our country, and, to speak
the truth, Natal must hold the
responsi bility of introducing us into
South Alfrica. Before our introduction
here, and, still more, alter our
commercial activities, we were restrict-
ed to East Africa, having regard to its
| geographical proximity to the rest of
India. On arrival in this Colony we
were encouraged in our undertakings,
-allowed to acquire vested intevests,
treated with the .Government and
wunicipalities unopposed, and, after
long residence, through thrift and
honest labour, law-abiding and peace-
ful character, discharging all our civic
duties, have won lor ourselves the
absolute right of residence and
trading in this country unassailable by
any legislation. And now we are
commanded to clear by a certainlime
bag and-baggage, from this C_olon,y
to gain the selfish ends of a section of
the community. ~ If they take up the
the position that they have a right to
eliminate from their preserves the
coloured races, a time will undoubted-

ly come when the same arguments

Qur Colonial | -

and reasons might be urged against
them by the Asiatic races for prevent-
ing them from entering their countries.
‘The resclution was also supported
by Mr. Rooknudeen and Mr. Pillay of
Maritzburg and was carried unani-
mously. :
The next resolution was proposed
by Mr. Ismail Gora, and was.as
follows :—
“That this mass meeting ¢(
Nata! British Indians earnestly
prays that his Excellency the
Viceroy will intercede on behalf
ol his Majesty’s Indian subjects
in- Natal, who are threatened .
with- ruin by the contemplated
Licensing Bills.”

" The resolution was seconded by

Mr. A. M. Omar {Ladysmith), and
supported by Mr. M. M. Suleman
(Umzinto).

On being put to the meeting, the
resolution was carried.

The third resclution, proposed by
Mr. Bernard Gabriel, and seconded
by Mr. Kalidas Gandhi (Tongaat), was
as follows +—

“That this mass mecting of
‘Natal British' Indians strongly
urges the stoppage of indentured
Indian immigration to Natal un- "
der the present state of the law,
which reduces indentured labour
to a form of slavery.” )

Mr. Moulvi Fateh Mahomed and
Mr. R. Lugunberthy supported and it
was carried unanimously. '

The fourth resolution, proposed by
Mr. Mahomed Ebrahim, and second-
ed by Mr. E. M. Haflejee (Estcourt),
was as follows :— - _

% That this meeting of Natal
* British Indians hereby authorises
".the chairman to forward copies,
of the above resolutions to the

Colosial Secretary, for transmis-

“sion to'the Secretaries of State

for the Colonies and Indja.”

Mr. Goolam Rascol (Charlestown)
supported and it was carried. ’

"This terminated the proceedings.

A Pemmon. A largely signed

‘petition hus been presented to the

Natal Partiament by the British Indi- "~
an citizens of Maritzburg praying for
the abolition of the £3 tax.

A SuccessFuL ZuLu.  Alfred Man-
gena, a - pure-blooded Zuly, has a
record ot which a white man might
well be proud. His father, Stomels,
was a veteran of Cetewayo, and fought
with his tribe against the British in
the Zulu war; and Mangena was born
near Ladyswmth, in Natal, afterwards
educated at Clarkebury mission sta-
tion, Cape Colony; next served an
apprenticeship with the Roodepoort
mine to become an assayer ; and was
after that at the Collegiate School,
Capetown. In 190z he went to Lon-
don, and has now been “calted” by the
Honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn,
and is entitled to be addressed Alfred
Mangena, Esquire, barrister-at-law—
Easf Kand Eapreud.
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Sir George Farrar's and Sir Percy
.. Fitzpatrick's Speeches :

In the debate on the Asiatics
Registration Bill before the Trans-
vaal Parliament, the following speech-
es were delivered, after the Col-
onial Secretary’s speech which we
published last week: :

Sir G. FargARr {Boksburg East) said; I
am yery glad to say that we on this side of
the House will enanimously sopport the
Governwent in passing this measure.  (Gov-
ermnent cheers,} I recognise that the Gov-
emment was faced with a somewhat difficult
position, and it is our belief that questions
of this sort should be kept entirely apart
from party politics. (Hear, hear) Some
pige months since s similar trouble arose
over this Asiatic question, aod that arose
from sdministrative detaily and questions
of regulation for whieh we perhaps were not
responsible. The difficulty has been to re.
concile the demands of the Indians and the
desire which averyone has to treat them with
liberality, and at the same time to provide a
definite and settled policy for the white peo.
ple of this conntry in regard to the restric-
tion of immigration of Asiatics. Therefore
it is all the more necessary to be scrupulonsly
fair to the people who have been resident in
this countsy, and who have had some claim
to reside here. The concessions we have
made are wide and geoerous, ulthough they
may possibly not appear to be so to the
Asmtipcs to.day, and to that great Indian
Empire, which is watching the progress of
this movement, Moreover, it may not have

* scemed to those people in the Mother
Cauntry, who do not understand the position,
that this question of competition as between
.white people and Asiatics is a very serions
one to us in this country. I contend that in
making these ¢oncessions we have to consid.
er how we shall protect the white people of
the country, and that in doing that we have
acted for the best interests of the whites
who live here and those of the whole of the

Empire. I would repeat, Sir, the words of

the hon. the Colonial Secretary that this is

& matter over which it is necessary to keep
.ceol. There i3 no necessity for passion or

for losing one's head. If we keep cool I
think when this Bill is placed on the Statute-
book it will be a rcasonable solution of the
question. I regret the passive resistance

" which is taking place to.day, and I hope
the Indian community wili be well advised,
because this Bill is us far as Parliament can
go, and an this question Parliament re.
presents the united white populatjon of this
country. (Cheers.) It is just as well that
the Indian community should understand
that we intend to recaognise aur Fmperial gb.
ligationg. We are prepared to be rensonable
and fair in every possible way, but at the
same time anyone who comes into this coun-
try must respect the law, I sincercly hope,
therefore, that when this Bill becomes law the
Indixns will be welladvised and accept the

ositian as itis. {Cheers.} If the position
15 accepted, we wlll be prepared 10 make
reasoneble concessions in every pessible way,
I am glad ta say that on this aide of the
Haunse we are unanimons in supporting the
Govemment in passing this measure, (Cheers, )

Slr P. FITzPATRICK (Pretoria South-

Central}: Mr, Speaker, ng one of the mem-
bem of the Select Committee 1 should like
to say & few words in support of what the
- Colanial Sccretary has said, and also in
order to make our position even more amply
clear, if ible,: than it has already been
made, a grave question of this kingd I
think perbaps a little too much explanation
would be a pandonable mistake to mmke,
This Is a grave questton. We have taken a
certein decision, and we intend to abide by
that decision. We 'have approached this
case unanimously with the desire to see in
the words that were expressed to the repres-
entatives of the people thut we met—to have
it marked by justice, reason and Bnaligy—

[cheers)—out of counsideration for the people
to whom we stand in n kind of fduciary
capacity as the Parlinment of this country.

we desired to make our own case 50 un-
assailably strong, so fimly founded upon
justice, that there would be no man living
who could reasonably tum to us and say,
“Here you have failed. You wight have
done something more reasonable.” [ am
copvinced, Sir, that motive actuated us all,
and I cannot say anything in what we have
done to show that we have failed. The
Colonial Secretary has mentioned what the
resuft has been, and in endorsing what he
gaid when he appealed to all to keep calm,
and what was said by m[y hon. friend that
this was not an occasion {or anyone to- lose
their heads, #nd in helping to strengthen
that appeal, I would like to add that we
must bear in mind that possibly if the re-
presentatives of the Indian community had
the draft Bill before them when they sent in
their reply they would not have sent in such
a teply. We appreciate that. We hope
and believe that- when they go into this
draft Bill, when they peruse 1t carefully and
give it due consideration, they wiil see that
we¢ have done everything consistent with
justice and the governing powers of the
country to mect them in every possible way,
{Cheers.) 1 do not want to interpret the
reply, Sir, as a dictation to the Government ;
I do not want to interpret now the stipula-
tion about Mr, Sorabjec as a command to
this Parlisment to suspend its laws ; the re-
peal of the Act as a . breach of faith; the
submisgion of the provisions that come be.
fore Parliament of the ‘British Indian Asso-
ciation as an absurd idea; the general prc-
visions for educated Indians as a provocative
act. I do not want to interpret things in
that way. I desire that the Indians should
have time to consider the whole matter, and
that we should accept this reply of theirs as
merning simply what they would prefer, and
that what they put forward was in good
foith, Let them have time to think over
the Bill and what the Colonial Sectetary has
said, '* Here is the law, and by this law you
must abide,”. We told them firmly, Sir,
that this was their last chance. Every pains
had been taken to ascertain what their
views and grievances were, apnd every effort
was made by us to meet them, [ do not
know if whether hehind it all there is the big

uestion on their side that there is on curs.

Il the wold knows that this country has
been divided upon another Asiatic question
in the past, but the history of that question
shows that it was not the same as this, that
the introduction of the Chinese was for »
specific purpose, and designed by all of us
who advocated it to be on such conditions
that the vital interests of the Colony were
safegusrded. But simultaneous with the in-
treduction of the Chinese we were absolutely
firm on the policy that this Colony was uot
going to be the home for immigrant Asiatics
{Cheers.) Now, Sir, that policy was found-
ed upen profound conviction in most of us,
South Africa was redeemed from barbarism
by the white people. Its position has bern
built up to.day by the white people. It is

the white people that brought it tn its pres.
ent development. It is the white people
who will have te carry it on, and <o defend
it if needs be,  (Cheers.) 1 have snid this,
Sir, lo the Asiatics, and they have replied
that that is common ground. They don't
dispute that. They recognise that there is
nothing offensive in saying it.
common ground, and if it is in the mind of
any of the more ignorant of them that that
ground can be ahandoned, it would be better
for them to realise that it cannot be done.
(Cheers.) The people of this country are
determined to build up a white civilisation-—
{cheers)—to the best of their ability, and
this policy is not the result of impulse. It
is mndamentally necessary for.the develop.
ment of South Africa as a white man’s coun-
try and a civilised ‘country, Having said
that, [ wish to add that we have to put our.
selves now in & position of the greatest res-
ponsibility.  Anything that we have the

ower o do, we must do for these people.
bers should be no room for eriticism, We

Knowing the gravity of what was before us,

the traditions, instincts, and inspirations of | .

We meet on-

——

have endeavoured ¢ deal, and 1 think we
have succeeded in dealing. most justly and.
most generously with them, but it is quite
impussible for us to.open the door to further
Astatic immigration. [ meation this, Sir,
because if the suggestion of allowing educar.
ed Indians to come in is designed to be the
establishment of a principle which will
graduaily be extended, it must be given up,
{t is a delusion.  Such a principle cannot ge
admitied here. The while people of this
Colony cannot and will not admit it, but we
have endeavoured to substitute something
¢lse that would meet them. That is the pro. -
vision to which the Colonial Secretary has
made reference—that educated Asiatics ean
come in when it is necessary for them o
come on application to the Governor for u
permit, and for such purpose as the-Govern.
or-in-Councii may determine. Is it reason.
ablé to ask us lo go further than that? Ido .
not think it is.. The Governor-in-Councll,
recognising the necessities of these people,
will endeavour to deal justly with th nn, and
will issue permits for sich purpores as are
necessary., -Now they c.n get all they
claim in argument if necessary by this. provi.
sion, but for them to claim it is an absolute
right is going loo far. I hope the words
which have been spoken in this House will -
reach the Asiatics, and be carefully thought -
over by them, because-what does it mean
but to plunge thein all into another long
struggle, which will raise fe€ling in this.
country based upon colour or racialism,

.which must in the end be disastrous to them;

as it will be injurious to the cause of justice,
I will be impossible to administer juslice
when feeling comes to be thoroughly in.
flamed ns in other countries,. Who will
suffer? Only the poor ignorant people who
are being misled into an unwise ‘and un.
justifiable opposition against the Govem-
ment. Whaut will they suffer for? There is
no man under this law who has a- right who
cannot come and exercise that right, Those
who claim to have rights in the country are
recognised under the law; those who claim
to have resided here before the war heve the
right to reside here—they have only to prove
‘that right.  Those who were not here when
the voluntary period was determined are no
Jonger subject to what they considered to be
a humilistion, and if they are not in the
country their right will be considered. I
cannot, for the life of me, sce any single in- ~
dividual whose rights are not recognised in
this law. What, then) is this trouble for?
It is 1o establish the theoretical right of some-
one to come ut some day and establish
right—not the right of a man who is here
and who has a right, bat the rights of some
who may core in future, and, for. the sake
of that, they are going to plunge g,000 inte
a struggle and plunge the country into tur:
m il, and what for? They say for a prin-
ciple; 1 admire them for standing for a
principle : but they can go too far in the in-
terests of-someonc who perthaps do not exist,
(Hear,-hear.} [ think that the while people
of this country have gone as far as they can.
go, and I sincercly hope that the Asialics -
will realise that this is an effort founded up-
on justice, reason, and finality, [(Cheers.)
Mr. W. Hoskex (Von Brandis) thought
the Bill fairly, h nestly, and clearly set out
the various points discussed at the meeting,
and provided for those points. . . . .
He would be perfectly frank with the House,
and so he stated he hed afready communicat-
ed with the Indian people in Johannesburgy
and had briefly stated to them the provisions
of the Bil), and had urged upon them to nc-
cept them, ''¢ said that he thonght it
would meet the case, and that it provided .
for all the points raised, and he trusted they
would accept the Bill as o real and honest
attempt on the part of the Government and
the House to weet the difficulty that had
arisen.  In [imess to himsell and the In-
dizn people, he stated that on one point he
differed, and had expressed his dissent i the
Conlerence ; that was in regard to the edu-
cation test. It had not been to the credit
of their Administration that they wished to
exclude professional men. The proposal
was that barristers, doctors, priests, or the
holders of university degrees, should be ad-
mitted. Their number would probably be
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small. Tt was asked that a residential per.
mit should be granted these people by 1he
Govemnor in Council. He thought they

. were reactiopary in not accepting such a
prevision. Any semi.civilised Government
would to-day admit teachers of religion,
and for the Govefnment to say they would
give no residential permit cither to teachers
of teligion or to any other quulified person
under the educational test seemed to be such
B nArrew interpretation that he could not
agree to it.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY:

- do that, )

Mr, W. Hoskar (Von Brandis) thought
that otherwise the Bill was a fair reflection
of the discussion at the Conference, and pro-
vided for the demands of the Asiatics in a
reasonable way, and he trusted it would be
accepled by the House and by the Endian

" people.— Fransvaal Leader, )

We dont

—

Imperial Parliament

[H3

Asiatics in the Colonies
Colonel Seely points she Way

In the House of Commons on July
31st, on the motion that the House do
adjourn until October rz, Mr. A. E.
W. Mason called attention to the re-
_port submitted by Mr. Mackenzie King

"as the result of his mission to this
country to consult with the British au-
“thorities upon the immigration of
Asiatics:.  That report was of great
value, if only for the extreme cordiality
of its tone and frank recognition by
. Canada of obligations of citizenship
within the Empire; but it" was also
valuable as a settlement of a particular
* incident and the’statement of 2 pro-
blem which would have to be faced in
the years to come, and, if not treated,
would be a constant danger and even
a cause of destruction tu the integrity
of the Empire. Allthe leatures of the
problem were presented from the Col-
- onial and Indian points of view. The
question ol Asiatic emigration was one
to which the House would have to-
give the mest careful consideration.
“The problem was bound to grow. In
the frontier -districts, in Madras, and
other parts of India, the desire to
spread abroad was - growing greater.
.. They could not shut their eyes.to the
problem, and he believed that, in the
papeér torwhich he referred, there was
“the prineiple ol a-definite policy which
was capable of great extension and
which, il extended, might save us from
a great danger. . He thought that, if
they could. get some continuarice ot
co-uperation between the Governments’
of the Colonies and the 1ndia Office
they would be taking a very great step
" towards solving this difficult question ;
and there was in the new machinery
that had been invented by the Govern-’
ment a means by.which this co-opera-
tion could be established * What wds
wintecdl nowadays was some sort of
Imperial Intelligence Department and
_the epnference secretariat might be
used to work out that end. (Hear,
hear } If that office could be enlarged
s0 that it would form a clearing ground
for informarion, we should save our-
selves from dangers such as we had
certainly passed through and would

have to face in the future unless the
question was deliberately grappled
with. (Hear, hear.)

CoLoNet SEELY observed, in the
course of his reply, that the whole fu-

ture of the Empire depended on the

steps now taken. (Hear, hear.) The
matter was brought to a stage of acute
ditficulty only a tew months ago and,
ln consequence, they had this report ;
and he wished to say at once on be-
hall of the Government that they
appreciated most warmly the mannet
in which the Canadian Government
had met them in this most difficult
matter, He would not dwell on the
Japanese immigration, because the
Japanese Government had agreed to
restrict emigration as far as possible,
and had shown the most friendiy de-
sire to,co-operate with the Canadian
Government and our own Government.
(Hear, hear,) But, in the general
question, might he appeal to the House
not to adopt any superior attitude in
this matter—not to say, as people were
tempted to say, “Surely all men in the
Empire are equal,” and not to bold

“too closely to the right of a man to say

“Cims Romanus Sum, and, being a citi-
zen of the Empire, 1 can go where 1
please,” und that any attempt to ex-
clude a citizen ol the Empire was
unjust and must be resented by the
Imperial Government, It was easy to
utter those very proper sentiments be-
cause we had no corresponding dan-
gers in this country. Not only had
we no menace of the kind, but object-
ions were raised at the slightest symp-
tom of Asiati¢ immigration. He had
heard a statement from the President
of the Board ol Trade that he was
proposing to take action in regard to
the increase of Chinese seamen in
British ships, He did not say we
ought not to take these objections,
but he said we did, and, therefore, we
ought not to take up a superior atti-
tude against the Colonies who found
themselves confronted with a far more
urgent danger. (Hear, hear.). The
outward extenston of Asiatics was not
likely to diminish, but there were in-
dications in the Colonial Office and,
he understood, also in the India Office
that there was plenty of work in India
for able-bodied men to do, and that
the tendency towards extension was
confined only to certain areas. He
admitted, however, that the matter
was of urgent importance. The burden
ot the cry of those who said that we
must take a stronger attitude to in-
duce our Colonies to accept Indian im-
migration was * Cipis Komanus Sum.”
A- citizen "of the British Empire, it
was said, vught to be able to go where
he pleased.. When we had some
great {unction here a citizen of the
Empire from India shook our states-
men by the hand, and immediately
afterwards citizens of the Empire
from Australia and Canada went
through the same ceremony. On the
other hand, it was satd that Euclid’s
statement that things which were equal
to the same thing were equal to one
another was not Jalways capable a

application to political matters, There
were reasons which made people of a
particutar race determined not to
admit persons ol ancther race or
another” stage of civilisation, Not-
withstanding the temporary abandon-
ment  of the doctrine of * Crous
Romanus Sum,” there was reason
why they need not regard it as a
complete disaster. He would remind
the House of a better Latin saying:
“ Homo sum; humam sk a me
aficiuem puto.” (Cheers.) In English
be would say, “God made all men in

.his own image ; and therefore all men

are my kith and kin.” That was a
wider doctrine than the doctrine that

in matters of civil liberty the citizens,

of the' Empire should have a privilege
over citizens of the world, Even that
wider doctrine could not be applied,
first 'of all becanse ol climatic condi-
tions. Mr. Mackenzie King's report
was conclusive on that point. The

immigration into Canada that did -

take place resulted in great suffering
to the Indian immigrants.
seen all the papers, confidential and
other, and he could assure the House
that Indian immigration into Canada
had been a failure from the point of
view of the immigrants themselves,
Then there was the economic. diffi-
culty—the trade union difficulty—
caused by the determination of the

men in the country not to have their

wages cut or a race introduced which
could work for less because on ac-
count of its physique it could live on
less, and because on account of its
habits it did not require-such a high
development of comifort. That was
the point which must never be lost
sight of. Great white communities
could not be expected to allow their
economic standard to be lowered in
this way. But the most important
difficulty was racial antipathy. It was
all very well to say that all men were

equal and brothers ; there were many

people who would not assent to that
doctrine. It was the duty of philoso-
phers and Christians to remove racial
antipathy before statesman and poli-
ticians introduced an alien element,
To take Lhe opposite course and
enforce the principle that a citizen of
the Empire should be able to go all
over the British Empire before a
favourable state of feeling had been
created could only cause infinite
suffering to both the races concermned.
A striking, almost tragic, illustration
of this fact was to be found in, the
present situation in the Southern
States of America, where the presence
of an alien race had caused acute
suffering to both black and white
races. What policy ought they to
pursue? . The first principle was that
while they trusted that the sell-gov-
eming Colonies would realise to the
{ull the immense difficulties that must
be brought upon the Empire by a
policy o} cruel exclusion against the
300 millions of Asiatics who formed
an integral part of the Empire, they
must agree to the demand that those
Colonies might exclude whom they

He had .
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pleased. Speaking on behall of the
Governinent, he declared that they
admitted that if a sell-governing Col-
uny decided that they must exclude-a

“centain class of persons, the Home

Government could not interfere. Why
was there anything contrary to the
best doctrinre in that assumption?
He would ask those who considered
it a cruel doctrine to reflect on the
words of Herbert Spencer. *I am,”
Herbert Spencer said, “entirely in
tavour of the policy of excluding
Asiatics from America or restricting
them within the narrowest limits, and
for this reason—it they come in large
numbers either they will mix with the
population or they will not. la the
latter event they will uitimately be-
come, if not slaves, practically in the
position of slaves. If they do mix
they will form a bad hybrid. In either
event difficulties must arise, and ip
the -long run immense social disor-
ganisation.” Though the Government
had no wish or intention of interlering
with our self-governing Colonies in
regatd to the policy of exclusion,
certain principles could be laid down
to which he thought the whole Em-
pire would agree. If persons were
admitted they must be given «iyil
right. “[Free” or “not at all” seemed
to him the sound principle for the
British Empire. He would not wrench
on controversial ground. Some people
might say-that this raised the whole
ptoblem of Asiatic immigration into
the Transvaal. He thought not, for
those who were in favour of that

- course always stated that it was a

temporary expedient to overcome an
emergency caused by the war. If a
people _were admitted at all, there
should be common standard of liberty
and all should be potential citizens.
There was the other plan of making
the” best of- bolth words—admitting
people and then sending them back
after using their labour. He believed
nobody in that House favoured that
policy as a general system. So he
thought they could agree on the
second point—that if any one was

admitted under the British flag, he

must be a potential citizen and must,
sooner or later, be given equal rights
with all other men, The third point
was that those we had with us we
must treat well, generously, and fairly.
He had two Blue-books belore him
dealing with the situation of the In-
dians in tbe Transvaal. He did not
pretend that the Government heeded
without concern what must happen to
these Indians when the policy under-
lying exclusion was carried beyand
exclusion and pushed to the point of
dismissing those who were in the
country.
ask that any subject of the King
should be deprived of his living and
set about his business through no
fault ot his own, Negoliations were
at this moment proceeding, and he
whs not able to meke a statement on
that portion.of the subject. But they
might agree as to this, that if the seli-

It was a strong thing ~to.

might exclude fellow-subjects of the
King because of e¢conomic reasons,
becavse wages shouwid not be cut
down, because the clunatic conditions
made them unhappy, because racial
antipathy caused riots .and dismay,
then they might say at least that those
subjects who were there already should
be trented with the utmost generosity.

and it wouald be seen from the report
that Canada had met the Government
in the {riendliest spirit,
conversations fhat had taken place
there was but one note_—namely, that
Canada was determined to make
things as easy as possible for the
Home country in dealing with this
difficult problemn, They had confi-

Australia, Natal, the Transvaal, the
Cape, and New Zealand would show
the same spirit as Canada had shown,
realising that it was a great heritage
-that could only be solved by mutual
forbearance of all sides. It had been
suggested that they might bring this

make it more real by asking the Im-
perial Secretariat to take up this mat-
ter. He agreed with that view. He
‘thought that it was necessary to make
the Imperial Secretariat a reality, to
make it, indeed, ‘the great clearing-
house of the Empire, where all the
_different laws might come and might
be examined and reported upon to all
“the other Colonies as to what was
.being done, so that it might be pos-
,sible tor every part of the Empire to
'know what each was doing. He
.would represent this view to the
.Secretary of State ; but if the matter
‘was difficult he did not think that it
- was insoluble to the extent at least of
preventing co-operation among-all the
departments concerned. (Hear, hear.)

Sir GILBERT PARKER pointed out
that the Colonies must have at least
the control of their own immigration,
and that where theit jealousy was
aroused it was not alone in respect ol
the influence of an alien invasion on
the standard of labour and wages.
The Colonies did not want to incor-
porate into these countries the effects

simply that the white man would not
do the lowest forms of work as long
as the black man did the same work.
The rea' reason why Canada and
Ausiralia objected to Asiatic immi-
gration was the fear produced in the
Southern States, in the West Indies,
Queensland,” and wherever Oriental.
labour had been introduced The
white workman, eventually said, =1
will not do black man’s work ”; and,
unless the structure of national life
were built up from the beginning by
white men in a community the state
of society must become rotten in the
end. The white citizen should do all
kinds of work, from the lowest forms
up to the highest, otherwise the civi-
lisation would be unsound ; and this
belief lay behind the action of Canada

and Australia. The words ultered by

koverning Colonics asked that they | the Under Scerstary would be re-

The Government asked that for them, |

In all the |

dence also that the Governments- of

mutual forbearance a little nearer and |

of the old plantation life, which meant’

echoed in_every corner of the Empire;

because the Government had -re- .
cognised the true ofinion of the

Colonies in the constitutional and
nattonal position which they had -
taken up. He commended the Gov-

ernment tor taking the right view in :
appealing to the Colonies, and in

conferring with them.—/»dla.

Deputation to Lord Crewe

Introdiiced by Sir Charles Brace

An influential and numerously at-
tend deputation waited last week on
the Secretary of State forthe Colonies
says thg Zimes of the 3rd August, to .
makesrepresentations on behalf of the -
British Indians in the Transvaal,
Natal, and Rhodesia. Sir CHARLES
Bruck, late Governor of Mauritus,
introduced the deputation, which in-
cluded Lord Reay, the Bishop of
Southampton, Sir M. M. Bhownag-
gree, Sir E, Sassoon, M.P., Mr. Har-
old Cox, M.P., Mr. J. M. Rubertson,
M.P., and the Hon., G. K. Gokhale,
C.lLE. ~ , .

In his introductory remarks, Sir
CHARLES Bruck dwelt upoun the loyal,
peaceful, and industrious character of
His Majesty’s Indian subjects in the
Colonies as experienced by him dur
ing some forty years ol office in
Mauritius, British Guiana, and else-
where. He pointed out and deplored
the dangerous eflect that the ignoring
of Indian pride and sentiment in the
Colonies where they had settled
might have upon the trust and faith in"
the Raj which had always been so
strongly marked a characteristic. He
assured the Secretary of State that
the deputation realized the difficulties
surrounding this question, and that
their object was to ask his lordship
fur an assurance that he would use
his iriendly offices with the Colonial
Governments in the interests of our
Indian fellow subjects who being uu-.
represented in these Colonies, were
compelled -to turn for assistance to
the parent Government. He appealed
to his lordship to take such steps as |
would satisly British Indians that
therr _intg:rests and weliare were as
dear to the Imperial Government as
those of any other section of His
Majesty's subjects, )

Mr. L. W, RitcH, of the South Africa
British Indian Committee, presented -
the case of the grievances complained
of by the British Indians and the
history leading up to them. LorD

REAv, the Bisnor ol SourTHampTON, |

Mr. HaroLp Cox, Mr. J. M. ROBERT-
soN, Mr. GokHALE, and SIR M.
Buowxacores addressed his lordship
from diflerent points of view, emphasi-
zing the hardship ol the lot ot the,
British Indians in these Colonies, -
and uf the grave danger their undoubt- -
ed grievances constituted to the peace
of the Empire,

Lokp Crewe replied sympatheti-

cally, and expressed his appreciation
ot the modertion and the reognition-



SEPTEMBR 5TH, 1908

- INDIAN OPINION

413

of the difficulties shown by the speak-
ers. - He stated that he was prepared
to make friendly representations - if
and when occasion required, and ex-
pressed the opinien that the misunder-
standing between the Transvaal Gov-
ernment and the British Indian com-
munity should not be incapable of a
friendly settlement. -

-

Abdul Hamid’s Accession
Medina Railway Opening
Congratulatory Cables

The Mahomedans of Durban cele-

brated on Tuesday last the 33rd’

anniversary of the accession of his
Majesty Sultan Abdul Hamid Ehan
- of Turkey, who is the spiritual head
of the Mahomedan world. Addition-
al importance was attached to-the
celebration from the fact that on
the same day the Medina Railway
was inaugurated, in Arabia, at the
hand of Prince Burhanudin, the
eldest son of his Majesty, who was
specially deputed to perform the
mission.  Business was suspended.
and prominent Indian buildings
were tastefully decorated with flags
and bunting. -
A ‘meeting of the Anjuman Islam
was held, in the Congress Hall, Pine
Street, which was presided over by
the chairman, Mr. Abdul Cadir, and
the following two cables of congratnla-
tions were passed, and despatched
from the hall amidst tremeandéus
cheers: . - o
Secretary, Majesty Sultan, Constan-
tinople.

celebrate Khalifatul Morninees
33rd auspicious anniversary, and
cordially join Prince in Holy
Medina Railway inauguration.
Pray many happy returns of this
. propiticiis day. Business sus-
pended.  Elaborate decorations
night Mawlood. Please place
“respectiul greetings at the feet of
Ottoman Throne.—Anjumasi Ts-
lam.
Prince Burhanudin, Medina.
Mussulmans in mass meeting
hail’ Medina Railway inaugura-
tion on Sultanul-Myazzam’s 33rd
- .annpiversary, and join in happy
s rejoicings.  Business suspended.
.Elaborate - decorations " night
"Mawlood. Separate congratula-
,tions cabled direct Constantino-
-“ple.—Anjuman. Islam.

. At Jobappesburg -~ -
The Hamida Islamic Society held
a meeting and passed resolutions of
congratulation on the anniversary ' of
fhe-Sultan’s accession ; and also upon
the event of opening of the Hijaj

Railway. . ‘A large number of the

Transvaal Mahomedan ledders attend-
ed and took part in the proceedings
which were most enthusiastic. The
following cables were sent :—

Shenfi, Medina: -

| the .

MussuJmans enthusiasticatly

likelihood of imprisonment. )
-homes have been broken up- by this

- Hamidia Islamic Society joins
whole Moslem world in congra-
tulation opening Hijaj Railway.

Private Secretary His Imperial
Majesty, Sultan of Turkey, Command-
2r of the Faithful, Constantinople.

Hamidia Islamic Society hum-
‘bly congratulates His Imperial
Majesty on anniversary accession
and opening Hijaj Railway.

[A fuller report of the Hamidia Isla-
mi¢c Society’s Meeting will appea
next week.] :

Correspondence

The £3 Tax

Nutkens (Overport) writes confirm-
ing * Verb, Sap’s” remarks on this
subject, and adds :

I know of a poor Indian woman,
who was employed 1n Berea as a
nurse ; and as her earnings did not
meet the demands made upon ber she
had to give herself to a man, with
whom she lived at Overport. The

-constables were constantly after her.

This poor woman was arrested by the
Sydenham Police very often in 1906,
sometimes two or three times in a
month, but was not brought to Court
every time ; she had to go and sleepa
night in the cell and return in the
morning. 1 am.thoroughly prepared
with proof if called for. When such
things were done to her she had to
take up a disgraceful life. What was
consequence : the husband
could not bear such things, and she
could-not stop such.acts ; so they had
to separate. Why were all these
done? To fill the Government’s coffer.
. Writing again on the same subject
« Verb, Sap” says, :— c
. In our very midst are dailyevidences
of the consequences of the Tax.
To obtain the necessary Tax money,
mwany a woman has descended to that
last of resources, viz. prostitution,

1t is useless to clothe the matter in
less plain language. Prostitution is
resorted to, in very many cases, rather

than the poor woman shall have to’

face a bench of Magistrates wilth the
What

curse!  What - numbers of  families

have been separated, heart-broken! [

We wonder if our European brethren

‘realise in the slightest degree the

horror and the misery which is the
result of this unfair and vicious Tax
Do they, as a matter of fact, ever think
of the Indian side of the question at
all? And-as alast word : What are
we ourselves doing to remedy the

existingevil ?  Wemust do something |

for ourselves, ere we seek to obtain
the assistance we shall need to obtain
some redress from our present bur-
dens. Let us suggest that the leaders
of onr-community in 1turban take the
matter up in deep earne_stness.rthat
they consider what steps 1t would be
advisable to take to secure relief ; that

| they call a meeting of every Indian

tax-payer and that at such meeting

these leaders of Indizn society be

prepared witk some scheme lor ap--
proaching the Government, eithér by

petition or deputation, in order to lay

before the proper Minister the terrible

hardships the Indian tax-payers are

called upon to endure ; and above all,

to place before such Minister the
depraving effect upon our womenkind

these hardships are causing.

Letters written to the local papers
cause but a very minute interest to be
aroused, but a strong public protest
by the Indian population in the way
of great and united meetings, widely
signed petitions, etc., cannot fail to
arouse in the minds of Europeans
some Kéener perception of the diffi-
cultics' and the hardships Indians -
in Natal are at present undergoing.

We also received the following
letter :

Sir,—I have carefully followed the
letters of * Verb, Sap " appearing in
your recent issues on the £3 Tax
questiun, and am of the same view as
your correspondent.

These Indians pay taxes in various
torms and, in the bargain, they have -
to hand over another 6of— annually
for taking the air of this sacred seil.

Now these Indians work {rom day
tu day and earm perhaps z25/- to 30/
a month, out of which sum they have’
to keep themselves and their wives
and children ; they might be just able
to drive the woll from the door. But
alas! instead of leaving them to
manage themselves with what they
earn, the Government demands them
to pay £6 for the husband and wife
and another pound tor the husband's
head. - ‘

" Assuming that all men should pay
a certain tax, if benefiting from the
country ‘they gre living in, why on
earth are the puor Indian women
made to pay this uncalled for tax?
1 know of women whose husbands
have abandoned them becausé they
could not support themselves and ol
these women some arc gathering
bones, irons, tins, and corks from
street to street, corner to corner, so
as to be able to pay the Government
in His Majesty's name their taxes.
Yours, etc.,
* BHUSSMASOOR.

ProTEsT MEETING IN LoNDON.——
Lundon, August z1.—A meeting en-
tirely Iudian is being summoned in’
London, to protest against the expul-
sion .of Parsee Sorabjee from the -
Transvaal.—Reuter.

A Case oF InpigesTioN. The
Transvaal Government apparently has
bitten off a good deal more than it
can conveniently digest and a com-
promise is again largely prominent.
What the ultimate result is to be is a_
matter ul conjecture, but it would ap-
pear that the Asiatics in the epd will
not appear the wmost foolish.—Record-
er (Volksrust). >
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The Indian Strugglegin_

.-thejTransvaal
L—i3 2E4
©..=% What They Really Want: 220

Mr. W. Hills, late Secretary to the:
East Rand Vigilance Association,
writes lengthily to the Sfar of the
asth alto.  He concludes his letter in
the following significant terms:

I have the sincerest admiration
for Mr. Gandhi in his fight for a
principle. It is the fortune of war
that the Europeans realise that the
welfare of the country ultimately de-
mands the elimination of the Asiatic
element. Mr. Gandhi, with equal
foresight, sees that if he can only
continue driving the Government back-
wards the spoils will rest with the In-
dians. Unfortunately the Transvaal
is too small for both Europeans and
Asiatics—hence the present struggle.
_It is not racial, but economic.

The Government appears to think
the battle now being fought with the
Indians is merely a matter of registra-
tion. It is nothing of the kind, despite
the assurances of certain public men
that if the Asiatics will only register
all their troubles will end. .

The rcesolutions of the National
Convention of 1go4 still stand, with
-an Executive to see them made law

as soon as practicable, They include
the confinement of all Asiatics -to
bazaars lor trading and residence, and
it is therefore folly and worse to
indulge in a game of make-believe
with the Asiatics, Instead of further
concessions, let the Government fight
the question out to the finish _ If
they do so, they will have the whole
ot the white population behind them,

M|

What the Home Press Thinks

The Yorkskire Datly Post of August
6th says:

Lord Selborne's declaration in his
speech at Vereeniging last weck con-
cerning the attitude of the Imperial
Government towards the British In-
dians in the Transvaal, has not helped
the friends of the Indians in Loodon
who were making representations on
the subject to the Colonial Office.
“The position of the Imperial Gov-
ernmuent” so Lord Selborne was
reported to bave said, “was to draw
the distinction between the few thou-
sands of British Indians in the
. _Transvaal before the war and future
immigration.” That the people of
the Transvaal alone, as Lard Selborne
argued, must determine the limits of
future immigration, is generally admit-
ted to be the inevitable corollary of
seli.government ; albeit the -wider
question appeals to the Indians, of
their citizen right under the old
promise made to their fathers after the
Mutiny, of free entry into the depen-
dencies of the Crown in all parts of
the globe.  But if the Imperial Gov-
ernment is ** bound in honour to see
that the Indian’s position is not worse
after than before the war” the Coloui-

-al Office cacnot talerate, consistently k

posals -of the Botha Government to
close the gatesjof the Transvaal upon
g,000 registered Indians there, and
keep. out other 2,000 Indians, who
were equally domiciled in the Colony
before the war,and have been detained
in India by reason chiefly of the
troubles that arose as between their
compatriots and Secretary Mr. Smuts.
It is in behalf of liberty to those In-
dians who still desire to resume their
ante-war domicile in the Transvaal,

in
London are now seeking the interven-
tion of the Colonial Office. Respect-
ing the larger problem of racial
antipathy, Colonel Seely’s oracular
utterance in the House of Commons
on Friday, that *it was the duty of
clerics, philosophers, and Christians
to remove that antipathy belore states-

alien " is regarded by those who know
the subject in all its historical bear-
ings as childish, and as evidence ol
the lamentable weakness of the pres-
“ant Colonial Office, ,

The Dundee Adyeritser ot August
13t says: ’ ' .
Colonel Seely appealed to the

| House of Commons yesterday not to

adopt a superior attitude towards the
Colonies on -the vexed question of
Asiatic immigration, and said, what is
quitetrue, that it is easy for us, who
do not come into practical touch with
the problem to express very proper
sentiments about the rights of citizen-
ship. Itisperfectlycbvious, however,
that unless this matter is settled in a
manner fair and satisfactory to British
subjeéts, who have the misfortune to
possess brown or black skins, the
fabric of our Empire -will stand in
very serious peril; The question in-
deed is much more far-reaching than
many people at_the present time seem
to realise. . Yesterday, for instance,
the Z'émes correspondent at Vancouver

necting the unrest in India and the
treatment which Indians are receiving
in British Columbia and in other Bri-
tish territories. A native nop-com-
missioned officer, who was absolutely
trusted by his superiors; -was found to
be implicated in the sedition move-
ment in India. This man’s brother,
it appears, is one of the Indians who
were badly treated in the recent dis-
turbances at Vancouver. * The corres-
pondent remarks that there must be
hundieds of similar cases, and no
doubt there are.  We have here the
race problem presented in its most
dangerous form. . The pative Indian
takes up the cause of his kinsman who
has been harshly treated in a British
Colony, and he vents his resentment
by plotting against British rule in
India. The man who can reconcile
colonial sentiments on this question
with the wider interests of an Empire
which embraces all races will indeed

deserve the name of statesmen.

with that obligation, the present pro-

where they possess investments, that,
‘the friends of those Indians

men and politicians introduced the-

mentioned a striking incident con-’

Protest Meeting at
.. Pretoria

Deportation of Landers‘.
Burning tertificates

An enthusiastic meeting of British .
Indians of Pretoria was held on the
28th ulto,, at the -Asiatic Bazaar,
Pretoria, to protest against the sum.
mary deportation of Messrs. Dawad
Mahomed, Parsee Rustomjee, M. C.
Anglia and 8. J. Randeria. Over
two hundred Lndians attended on the
shortest notice. : .

Mr. V. M. Bagas presided. After
he had -addressed the meeting in
Gujarati, some two hundred certifi-
cates were burned amid great enthu-
siasm, ' ) -

Mr. T. Vyas then read Mr. Bagas'
speech in English as follows:— -

Friends and Gentlemen,—We, the
Indians of Pretoria, meet this after-
noon under ‘most extraordinary cir-
cumstances. Some of the best Indi-
ans of South . Africa, the Indians
whom we have come to revere and
who, claiming pre-War residence in
the Transvaal, came to the Colony to
test their right and to help us in the
struggle in which we are engaged,.
have been summarily deported. It
will be remembered that they were
under notice to quit the.Colony .un-
der a judgment of the Magistrate’s
Court at Volksrust. We are advised
that it was not possible for them to
appeal against the removal notice:
They should have been convicted
under the Peace Preservation QOrdin-
anceé before the matter could have
been taken to the Supreme Court.
This opportunity was not allowed to
our Leaders, but whilst they were en-
gaged in discussing the situation at a
Meeting held specially to meet them
at the Anjuman lIslam of Pretoria,
they were, without warning, arrested.
Naturally, being under a deportation
warrant, bail was refused, and, whilst .
I am free to acknowledge that the
Police Authorities gave them every
consideration and . courteous treats
ment, I cannot help remarking that
this method of dealing with British
subjects—British subjects, moreover,
of standing and repute—cannot com-
mend. itself to any sensible or fair -
winded man. It has created con-
sternation and indignation among
British Indians, of which fact this
Meeting is an ocular demonstration.

- Soffering—the Remedy .

We have gathered together this
alternoon on the shortest notice to
express our respectiul protest. I de-.
clare in the name of this Meeting
that if the Government consider that
by such high-handed proceedings
they will bend us to a law which
we cannot possibly accept as men,
they are sadly mistaken. When a
body of people are determined to
undergo - every form of suffering
rather than surrender principles which
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they hold dear, 1 caanot conceive
how they can be compelled to submit.
Whatever the Government may intend
deing, I trust that the Brtish Indians
in the Transvaal will adhere to their
resolution not to accept the benefits
to be ronferred by the new Bill untit
and unless our modest request, con-
veyed in the most respectful language
_possible, has been granted. And
what is it that we ask for?

Repeal of the Old Act
We ask that General Smuts should
redeem his promise, which he has
not seriously disputed in bhis speech
on the second reading of the new
Bill, namely, that the: Asiatic Act was
to be repealed. We are told that the
. Act will remain a dead lelter and
that, therefore, we should have noth-
* ing to say against it. ‘This is hardly
true, and the proceedings that took
place only the other day in Johanes-
burg after the passing of the Bill,
shew that the Asiatic Act is vot, and

is not intended, to remain a dead

letter. An Indiau who has taken no

active part in the movement against-

the Asiatic Act was tried under
it, although he is covered by the Bill.
It is perfectly true that we do mnot

wish to accept the benefits under the

Bill, but, if the Government intend
to stand by their Bill, why is it that
_ this gentleman was tried and given
notice to quit the Colony? The
only witness for the Crown admitted
that there were several Indians occu-
pying the same position. Is the Col-
ony then to be denuded of such Indi-
ans ; if so, what is the meaniog of the
Government Bill, and what is the
meaning of the Asiatic Act beinga
dead letter? This case illustrates
the precarious position in which we
have been placed, and it justifies also
" the charge ol incompetence brought
- against the Registrar of Asiatics, and
the determination of British Indians
to secure, by all lawful means, repeal

of the Asiatic Act which the Govern-

ment declare they no longer require.
_Educated Indians

The other point which we have
brought before the Government is a
recognition of the status of highly-
educated Indians. We want only the
principle recognised, and in this, too,
1 state what has been stated from In-
dian plattorms so often that we ask
for nothing new. We enjoyed this
right before the War and this right
- was not taken away after the War
either. We deny that it is taken
away under the Immigrants Restric-
tion Act. It is only the Asiatic Act,
which we have never accepted, that
stands in the way.

- Equal Civil Rights

We do not wish to flood the Colony
with Indians, educated or otherwise,
but it is not proper for the Colonists
either to expect us to sit still under
an insult that would be undoubtedly
offered to us if we accepted the prin-
ciple of racial distinction even with
reference to Indians of culture. We

" what certificates we have still lefi.

have no desire to question the pre-
dominance of the white race in South
Africa, but do we claim, in the words
of Colonel Seely, that if we should
be allowed to remain in the Trans-
vaal, or in South Africz, we should
have rqual civil rights, and if that
posifion is constituted it {ollows that
such Indians of culture as we may re-
quire for our progress and evolution
we are entitled to have in our midst.
No one has ever raised the question
of unfair competition on their part,
and if such Indians are not allawed,
we may be pardoned for disbelieving
the statement that there is any desire
to give us fair play and justice.

Deportation—No Terror

Under the summary deportation of
the Natal Leaders our hands can only
be strengthened so far as. our own
ability to undergo suffering is con-
cerned. We have met here to bum
A
large number. of Pretoria Indians
have already allowed their certificates
to be burned at the johaunesburg
Mass Meeting. The balance of vol-
untary Certificates we bura this alter-
noon. Tt is still a question whether
we shall get those of our countrymen
who have submitted in a weak mo-
ment to the Asiatic Act to bum
theirs. Let me hope that they will
throw in their lot with us; I invite
them to do so. Y am~sure that they
do not want to look on and see their
other country ren suffer, whilst they
fancy that they are enjoying liberty in
the country. I am sure that they
will decline to call their status under
the Asiatic Act a status of liberty;
but, whether we receive their support
or not, we must, for their sakes as al-
so tor ours, continue this struggle till

_our sufferings reach the Almighty and

our prayer is heard, as it must be, if
truth is on our side.

The Resolution

Mr. V. S. Pillay moved the follow-
ing resolution : :

This Mass Meeting of British Indi-
ans in Pretoria respectiully protests
against the summary deportation of
the Natal Leaders who had come to
the Transvaal claiming pre-War resi-
dence, or Educational qualifications
under the Immigrants' Restriction
Act, in spite of notice. served on the
Superintendent of Police in charge ot
the Leaders to the effect that the sum-
mary deportation was in contraven-
tion of the Laws of the Colony in
that it was claimed on behalf ol the
Leaders that the prosecutian at Volks-
rust, under which they received
notice to quit the Colony, was im-
proper.

It was seconded by Mr. Suliman
Suji, who said that Mr. Gandhi was to
be blamed for having advised Indians
to undergo voluntary registration.

Mr. Ismail Juma supported. Messrs.
P. K. Naidoo, Omarji Sale, Thumbi
Naidoo and A. M. Cachalia also
spoke  supporting - the resolution
which was carried unanimously.

Volksru:t Day by Day

[SeeciaL To INpiaN OriNiON]

A Travesty of Jostice

On Friday, the 28th ulto , at Volks-
rust before Mr. Mentz, Acting A.R.M,,
Mr. Ebrahim Qsman, brother ol Mr.
Dada Osman, Joint Hon, Secretary of
the Natal Indian Congress, was charg-
ed with contravening Section 9 oi the
Asiatic Law Amendmnent Act, by
refusing to give a thumb-print of ideo-
tification to Corporal Cameron, of the
Transvaal Police, upon demand.

The accused, who pleaded guilty,
was defended by Mr. H. S. L. Polak.
The circumstances of the case were,
briefly, as follows, On arriving at
Volksrust station the previous even-
ing, Mr. Ebrahim Osman had been
met by Constable Weymouth, who
asked for his papers. He produced
his permit and registration certificate
anhd was asked to give a thumb-print
of identification. Aware that he was
being asked to do so under the Asiatic
Act, he refused, and was taken to the
Cbarge Office, where, in reply to g
similar request made by Corporal
Camerop, he again refused. Early on
Friday morning, he was taken over to
the Gaol, where he was a third time
asked to give his thumb-print, but
again he refused, for, slthough he
knew he would be liable to punish-
ment under the Gaol Regulations for
this refusal, he realised that the giving
of the impression before conviction
would enable the police to identify
him by compating it with those on the
documents that he bad produced, and
he would then be liberated, whereas
he sought to submit to the penalties
of the Asiatic Act (supposed to be a
dead letter!). He was accordingly
charged as above.

Corporal Cameron testified to hav-
ing known accused in 1go6 at Piet
Retief, where accused was carrying on
business under his 6wn name, and he
had then a licence. He aiso remem-
bered having examined accused’s doc-
uments there, and having satisfied
himself as to accused's identity. Had
he not been satisfied, he would have
proceeded against accused. He had
no reason to suppose that the permit
and registration certificate before the
Court were not the sume as those
submitted to him in 1go6, and he bad
no reason to believe that accused was
not telling the truth when he said
those documents were his lawful prop-
erty. His instructions wese to stop
all Asiatics entering the Colony with
documents like those before the
Court, and demand thumb-prints nf
identification, under Section g of the
Asiatic Act.

The Accused, giving evideace on
his own behalf, stated that he was 2
storckeeper at Piet Retiel, and was the
lawful owner of the permit and regis-
tration certificate before the Court.
He had obtaiged them at the office of
the Chief Secretary for Permits in
November, 1905, when he had paid
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the £3 required by Law 3 of 188s.
On that occasion, as a voluntary act,
he had placed his thumb-impression
.on the documents. He had refused
w give a duplicate thereol the day
before as it-was under compulsion. So
long as the Asiatic Act was on the
Statute Book, he would refuse to ac-
cept its benefits but would submit to
its penalties, -

Mr. H. S, L. Polak, giving evidence,
stated that he was articled clerk in
Mr. Gandhi’s employ in November, |
1905. . He recollected receiving in-
structions to accompany accused to
the office of the Chief Secretary for
Permits, where accused’s claim was
examined and admitted by Mr. C.
Moore, the chiet clerk, who caused
the permit and the registration certifi-
cate before the Court to be issued to
the accused, and whose signature wit-
ness identified. Witness was also
present. when accused placed his
thumb-print upon the documents.

Addressing the Court, Mr. Polak
remarked vpon the absurd and awk-
ward position in which the Court
and all parties concerned were placed
by this prosecution. Here was a man
concerning whose identity the Codrt
could have no possible doubt, The
Corporal had identified him, the
accused had given full evidence on bis
own behalf, and he himself was present
when the dccused received bis domi-
cibary decuments, And although this
man was fully identified, the brutal
mechanism of this law compelled him
to identify himself afresh unncces-
sarily, and as he had relused to do so,
the Court could have no option bt
to convict.

Giving judgment, Mr. Mentz admit-
ted that he had no alternative but to
convict. He found accused guilty,
and sentenced him to pay a fine of
A 10 or o to gaol without hard labour
for 14 days. Mr. Ebrahim Osman
elected to go to gaol, where, after
conviction, he cheerfully gave all the
means of identification required by the
gao! regulations, and these, on com-
parison, were lound to exactly tally
with the thumb-print on the docu-
ments produced hefore the Court.

On Monday, before Mr. De Villiers,
A.R.M., Valli Jooma and Gokaldas
Govindjee were remanded until the
7th ingt., pending inquiry and indict-
ment.” Both claimed rizhts of resi-
dence as pre-war Transvaalers. '

Valji Ladha, jeweller, was charged-
under section ¢ of the Asiatic Act,
for refusing to give a thumb-print,
He pleaded guilty, and was defended
by Mr, Polak. The Police Officer
who gave evidence for the Crown
testified to accused’s proffering a
voluntiryxegistration certificate, which
he had no reason to suppose was not

“accused’s. : '

Addressing the Court, Mr. Polak
reminded the Court of the similar
case of Ebrahim Osman on Saturday.
Here the registration certificate show-
ed the complete physical description
of the accused, includog pock-

marks and a missing eye. It was not

-pussiblé to counterfeit all these marks

of identification and a thumb-print
was totally unnecessary Neverthe-
less, though the Court must be con-
vinced of the accused’s identity, there
was no alternative but to convict bim.
In giving judgment, the Magistrate
admitted that he had not the slight-
est doubt but that the accused was
the right man, that the certificate was
his lawlul property, but as the law
stood, he must find him guilty. He
sentenced him to pay a fine of L5 or
or to go to gaol for 14 days without
hard labour. ] !
Four Chinese, Kan Tong, Ah
Wing, Long Lee, and Ho Sing were
similarily charged. © Mr. Polak de-
fended, and Mr. M. Easton interpret-
ed. All pleaded guilty. ‘They all
had permits and registration .certifi-

cates, but the Magistrale said. that

the description thereon, apart from
the thumb-print, was not sufficient to
satisfy him that they were the lawful
property of the accused, and he would
sentence him to pay a fine of £35 or
go to gaol with hard labour for 7 days.
All the accused elected to go to gaol.

The Durban Leaders

On -Mondéy afternoon, Messrs.
Dawad Mahomed, Parsee Rustomjee,
M. C. Anglia, and S. ]. Randeria, who

had returned from Charlestown that |

morning, had their hearts gladdened
by being admitted to His Majesty's
hospitality, they being marched up to
the local gaol, rather than be a burden
to the local community, As it was
too late for them to receive the usual
evening prison meal, they received
this from their iriends outside. * But

on-Tuesday, their ineals were ordinary

prison fare for awaiting-trial prisuners

—breaklast, mealie-pap ; dinner, rice, |

potatoes and bread ; supper, rice and

_potatoes.

On Tuesday morning eatly, eleven
of the remaining men, who had enter-
ed the Transvaal, were deported to
Charlestown, in charge of Supt. Ver-
non, a sergeant, and a constable. They
had been kept in confinement the pre-
vious day and closely guarded in the
train. They were put across the bor-
der by rail and released with the usual
formula. They complain of the lack
of sleeping accommodaticn., They
travelled as they were dressed when
arrested, and were not given blankets
or bedding on the train, being awak-
ened at every stopping place by the
flinging open of the compartment by
their guards, letting in irequent
draughts of cold air. They returned
from Charlestown, marching in mili-
tary formation into Volksrust at §-r5
a.m., and made straight for the Charge
Office, where they surrendered them-
selves. They were detained, and all
brought before the Magistrate, Mz, De
Villiers, and formaily remanded, with
their four predecessors, until next
Tuesday. No definite charge was
framed, and Mr. Polak protested
against the remand, urging that these

men should be charged or discharged.
He was, however, overruled by the
Magistrate. Bail was fixed at £ro
each. All preferred to remain in gaol.
Ismail Amod Patel and Alli Maho-
med were charged with refusing to
give thumb-impressions. Both plead-
ed guilty. - .
The Magistrate regarded these con.

-stant refusals to furnish means of

identification in the light of a defianice
of the law, and stated that in future
he would give bard labour. He ac-’
cordingly sentenced the accused to
pay a-fine of £5 each or go to gaol
with bafd labour for seven days. Both
chose to go to gaol, where all the In-
dian prisoners, whether awaiting trial -
or onder sentence, are.sticking man-
fully to the prison diet, and wearing
prison, underclothing.

Late on Tuesday afternoon, on ad-
vice from the British Indian Associa-
tion, Messrs. Dawad Mahomed, Parsee
Rustomjee, and M. C. Anglia availed
themselves of the facilities of bail, and
in the evening left for Johannesburg,
to collect certificates and funds. Mr.
Polak left for Durban the same night,

The Volksrust Gaol wasovercrowd-
ed on Tuesday. Not counting the
three Durban leaders, there were 19
Indians and 4 Chinese inmates. It is
believed that the European prisoners
will be removed to make room for the
new arrivals. . o
_ All the Indian stores in Volksrust
were closed in honour of the oceasion
of the anniversary of the Sultan’s ac-
cession last Tuesday. '

~Notes on 't_he'Str_uggle )

By our TRANSVAAL REPRESENTATIVE

~ Six to One
It will be remembered that Mr. .E.

| M. Pattel, a merchaant of Vereeniging,

was prosecuted for hawking without a
licence. He was fined £1 7s. 6d.
without the alternative of imjrison-
ment. Mr. Pattel naturally declined
to pay the fine, and allowed his goods
to bew«sold. About f£zo worth of
goods were taken away for sale. The
sale was duly advertised, and the fol-
lowing is the Bill of Costs taxed on
behallf of the Messenger as certified by
the Clerk of the Court :—

et . s s d. £ od
By Amount realised at Sale

! 713 0
To Service, ete. of Writ 3o . . :
»» Making Attachment 106 -
v» Making Inveniory and -
Copy .. z6
»» Cost of Advertisement,
postage, ete. 1z 6
+» Makingout’Advartisement 2 o
»s Cartage of goods and
preparing sale ...
»» Compmission 24% on 39
Ainount realisad 39 .
»» Care of goods for 12. - .t
days at 5/ w. Goo i
vy imount of fine paid o
* inlo Court 27 6"
oo 656
-Amount due to Defendant 1 76

It will 'be seen that the total amounted
to £6 55 6d. and the guods realised
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A7.135.0d. L4 odd-was charged
for Messenger's costs in cannection
- with a fine of £1 75. 6d. What won-
der it the process is called legalised
robbery !

. How the Govérnment do it

When ‘Mr. Dawad Mahomed and.

his companions were torn away from
the Anjuman Islam Hall at Pretoria
under a warrant -of deportation, Mr.
Blake, at inidnight, served the follow-
ing notice on Supt. Betts : :
[copy] :
Pretoria, 27th Aug., 1go8.
Superintendent Betts, :
* . Police Statign, Pretoris.
Sir, : :
re Dowd Mahomed, Parsee Rus-
tumjee, M. C. Anglia, and S.
~ Randaree,

- Adverting to the interview had this
evening between the writer and your-
self, I hereby call upon you to forth-
with release the above-mentioned par-
ties, or failing release not to execute
the Warrant of Deportation, copy
whereo! [ was allowed to take, on the

- following grounds :— ‘
-(a) That the notice given by the
Court at Volksrust was not in order,
in that the prosecution was premature.
(b) Under the ruling ol the Supreme
Court the abovemen-ioned parties are
precluded from appealing agairst the
said Order, until proceedings under
Section 7 of the Peace Preservation
Ordinance have been taken for dis-
obeying said notice. {c) It is not
competent for the Colonial Secretary
_ to issue a Warrant of Deportation, in

that Section 8, Sub-section (3) of Act
No. 2 of 1907 contémplates proceed-
ings under Sectivns 7 and 8 of. the
Peace Preservation Ordinance {(No. 5
- of 1903). In the event of your not
complying with this request you will
render yourself personally liable,

_ T have, ete.

(Sd.) A. G. BLAKE.
" 1do not know whether the grounds ret
forth are good or not, but this is cer-

tain : that, if the prosecution at Vulks- |

rust was bad, it is quite evident that
the defendants had no chance what-
ever of having their case heard before
the Supreme Court until there was
a penaity imposed on them for dis-
regarding the notice to quit. - Was it
right then to spirit them away from
the Transvaal before they were given
a chance? The Supreme Court has
certainly ruled that seven day's notice
is not a penalty,. and until there is a
penalty awarded by a court, there aie
no crimingl proceedings from which
an appeal can be properly brought.
There undoubtedly was the expznsive
process of Aabeas corpus available to
the Defendants, but when people are
willing to suffer they do not give way
on the slightest pretext, their work is
simply to accept the suffering that the
Government chooses to impose “ou
them. It was, therefore, as well that
the Natal leaders leit the Supreme
Court alone, but th: deportation
warrant is reduced to a farce.  Below
is a copy of the warrant signed by

Mr. Smuts under which these gentle-
oren were deported :
Warrant for removal of a person under

- Section 6 of the Immigrants’

Restriction Act 1goz

Whereas, . R having
been ordered to leave the Transvaal
under Section 8, Subsection 3 of Act
No z of 1907 has lailed to comply
with the terms 6f such Order, you are
hereby ordered in his Majesty’s name
immediately to arrest the said. . .
. and remove him from the
Colony and place him over the Trans-
vaal-Natal border at the point where
the Railway line hetween Volksrast
and Chatlestown crosses the said
horder.

(Sgd.) J. C. Swmuts,

. Dismissed for Honesty

Mr. Nadirsha Cama has suffered
for being upright. Mr. Cama, it will
be recollected, was dismissed last
year for having refused to demean
himself by accepting the Asiatic Act.

‘But on the compromise being effected
-he ‘was reinstated. Mr. Cama, it is

well known, used to speak at the
Asiatic meetings last year. Mr, Cama
has been again dismissed. His views
on the Asiatic Act were known ‘to
everybody. Mr, Cama could not bear
the idea of his countryman and co-
religionist Lanished. He could not
bear the idea of General Smats break-
ing his promise. He had the courage
to be honest. He spoke at the Indian
Mass Mecting recently held. He bas,
therctore, been dismissed. Civil ser-
vants are rightly prohbibited [(rom
taking an active part in political
meetings. But the Indian meetings
could hardly be termed politicai
meetings in the strict sense of the
term. Indians do not want political

| rights, but they are fighting for their

very existence., And even a civil
servant on £15 per month may not
be prohibited from fighting for dear
life.

Mr. - Dildar Khan, who was em-
ployed by a firm of European whole-
sale merchants, has been dismissed
for similar reasons. He was told by
his employers that he should not take
part .in the Asiatic struggle, Mr.
Dildar Khan boldly refused to accept
any such dictation outside the scope
of his work, which he always performed
to the satisfaction of his employers.
The proverbial last straw was on
the 1st iostant, when, owing to the
Mahomedan celebration, he asked for
leave, and an objection was raised by
his employers. Mr. Dildar Khan
valued his sell-respect and love of his
country betore the wages he received
from his employers.

A Mountain in Labour

Mr. Moosa Essop Adia of Pretoria
has been find £1, and the Pretoria
Committee advise me that his store
has been forcibly closed, and the key
removed by the Messenger in order
to make good his execution for the
fine of 41, which Mr, Adia has

declined to pay. He was fined £
for trading without a licence. There
was no alternative of imprisonment.
The Messenger's action is, of course,
totally iliegal, and Mr. Adia has been
advised to re-open the store and con-
tinue his business, and face the conse-
quences. [ understand that 2 notice
has been served on the Messenger
holding him personally liable. How-
ever, all such high-handed and
tyrannical action accentuates the
struggle. It shows the absolute neces-
sity of carrying it on.

Overdoiog It

The Crown,not being satisfied with’
having sent Mr. Ismail Essep Balim,
of Christiana, to gaol for one month
with hard labour, for trading without
a licence, a licence that he was quite
willing to take out without having com-
pulsarily to give his thumb-impression,
it has now summoned his manager,
Mr. Ebrabim Adamji Balim, for trad-
ing without a licence. If the manager
is merely a s=rvant, the Supreme Court
will stand.in the way of the Crown se-
curing a conviction; but, evidently, in
their policy of persecution, the Go-
vernment do not care whether the pro-
secution fils or succeeds, so long as
they-can follow up their policy of pin-
pricks.

At Work

The three Natal leaders arrived, on
Wednesday morning, at Johannesburg.
They have come to work, and they
have {ound plenty to do. They have
set about collecting funds for the As-
sociation, and have, at the time
of writing, already collected nearly
£1oo. They have been welcomed
wherever they have gone. They intend
making the most of the few days at
their disposal before appearing at
Volksrust. :

A Le-al from the Old Testament

When the Natal leaders with their
companions were first arrested at
Volksrust, Mr. Osman Abmed Effendi
sent the following characteristic tele-
gram to them. I hope that, on due -
occasion, Mr. Osman Ahmed Effendi
will copy the brilliant example of the
heroes of the Old Testament.

Congratulate you all. Trust in
God. Pray to Him, Obey Him
who saved Noah from deluge,
Moosa from Pharaos, Abraham
from fire, Joseph from the well,
Ayoob from sickness, Enoos n-
side a whale, and our Prophet
when he was in the cave. He is
with us and he is ever just.

Hrip Over. Owing to great pres-
sure on our space, we are obliged to -
hold over until our next issue, the
continuation of the Hon. Mr. May-
don's article, “ Problems of the Em-
pire, " Correspondence, and other
important matters of interest,
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At the Heart of the Empire

A Monthly Suorvey

London, August 1, 1908,
Athletics In Excelsls

On the whole the weather was kind
to the IV. Olympiad, beld in L.ondon
. last month, when twenty-two nations
were represented at the great games,
-and strove for the honour and victory.
The enotmous Stadium, erected for the
purpose and forming a part of the
attractions of the Franco-British Ex-
hibition, was the scene of most of the
contests, aithough Bisley and Henley
have witnessed the Olympic rifle
shooting and rowing. King Edward
and Queen Alexundra were present at
the opening of the games—in heavy
rdin—; the Queen was also in the
Stadium at the final of the Marathon
race, and the following day she pre-
sented the prizes. Running, jump-
. ing, cycling, swimming, throwing the

hatmmer, and the old game of throwing
the discus, javelin throwing, high div-
ing, archery, rifle shooting, and rowing
, have been among the contests, and
not a tew new records have been made
in swimming, high and long jumping,
and foot racing in certain distances.
But. the event which attracted the
greatest attention and évoked the wild-
est excitement, was the Marathon race
of twenty-six miles {rom Windsor Cas-
tle to the Stadium. Our cherished
traditions of romeantic events in the
Past stand in danger of being destroy-
ed by the cool, clear light of solid
fact; we are no longer permitted to
believe that William Tell would have
won an “Qlympic” record for shooting
an apple on his son's head in the pre-
sence of a tyrant; it is not fact, but
romance, So this Olympiad bas des-
- troyed another soul-moving record to
the effect that the famous Greek run-
“ner, who accomplished the journey
from Athens to Sparta and back again
in an incredibly short time for the pur-
pose of arousing the Sﬁartans to help
Athens to drive back the Persian foe,
was not the man who carried the fate-
ful news to Athens of the Greek victory
over the Persians at Marathon, and ex-
pired as soon as his message was
delivered. 1t is Browning’s fault or
somebody else’s, that we love the fic-
tion, but, all the same, few can fail to
read unmoved his magnificent poem,

“Pheidippides,” and secretly, at least,

we shall continue to hug the belief

that it was Pheidippides who did it,
after aflt
But glorious as was the start of the

Marathon race when fifty runners, in

prime condition, started from the Ter-
- race of Windsor Castle at the sound
“of a pistol, fired electricalty by the

Princess of Wales, the finish was a

heart-rending exhibition of a man in

mortal agony, so much so that many
- of the eighty thousand spectators in
the densely packed Stadivm believed
that Pietri Dorando had fallen lifeless
before he reached the outstretched
tape. But no. He staggered to his
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feet, fell again, rose and fell again, un-
til helping hands, unable to resist the
human impulse to aid, pushed him to
the goal, and so dashed the cup of vic-
tory from his grasp. He feli senseless
once again, and was carried off the

arena on a siretcher—a fate which be-

fel! other runners. But the ghastly
appearance of the man, his tottering
steps, guided only by a reeling brain,
moved not only the Queen but all
spectators to an agony of sympathy.
Gruesome and horrible, with all the
glamour burnt out of the event !
Mercifully the sequel did not prove
disastrous; the gallant Italian recov-
ered within a short time ; the Ameri-
can Hayes who.came next and who was
acclaimed victor managed to do full
justice to an ample dinner within three
hours of his final effort in the Stadium,
and no one else appears to have suf-
fered, not even those who had to drop
out by the way and wait to be picked
up by the motor bus for derelicts.
The third man, who, of course, takes
the second place, was C. Hefferon, a
South African, who was leading when
only two miles from the finish. The
heat of the day was very great, but
Hefferon declares that ‘he was more
impeded by the good will of the on-
lookers who, when he was nearing the
end, persisted in slapping him on the
back to encourage him. However
gratifying the attention might have
been from oue or two, when it was ex-
tended indefinitely over a mile or two
it became both tiring and trying—a
clear case of “Save me from my
friends.”. :

It fell to the first lady in the lang,
Queen Alexandra, to devise instantly
& nieans of consolation for the sorrow-
ing Italian, who had to learn that he
won, but yet lost, the race. No one
could doubt the justice of the judges’
decision that Dorando was disqual-
ified by being helped, but popular
opinion was with him, and the Queen
satisfied the onlookers and gratified
the vanquished by undertaking to pre-
sent him with a personal gift, a goid
cup in temembrance of his great effort.
When, the following afternoon, the
ceremony took place, cheers rent the
air as a smart, lithe figure, so different
irom the decrepid, aimost-crazy, buan-
dle of humanity of twenty-four hours
before, stepped torward, and received
not only congratulations and assur-
ances of personal gratification, but a
gold cup with this inscription : “For
Pietri Dorando, in remembranceof the
Marathon Race irom Windsor to the
Stadium. -July -21, 1908, From
deen Alexandra.,” Dorando also re-
ceived the sprig of Windsor oak and
its tricoloured ribbon, presented by
King Edward to each victor. From
Lord Desborough, the President of
the Games, he received this message,
“You had the sincere sympalhy of
every man end woman in the Stadium.”
So the loser won, for it must be con-
fessed that Hayes who carried off the
coveted trophy, did not getall the en-

“thusiasm that was his due.

hus There are
limits even to keenest excitement. In
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the final count’it appears that Britain
has won twenty-three events ; America -
takes sccond place with eighteen. It
has been between these two nalions -
that the closest struggles have been
witnessed ; otbers have won two, three,
and four events, but many have only _
one snccess to their credit, - The in-
tervational rivalry points to the fact
that British athletes—savingthe Mara.’
then race Wwhere they evidently set the
pace too fast at the beginning—suc-
ceeded in contests which required
endurance, and the Americans won on
specialised training. There were some
complaints about management, about
the decisions, and about the exclusive-
ly British committee of judges, but,
in 5o large a gathering, - this was pro-
bably unavoidable. On the whole

-expressions of apprecsation and thanks

have been predominant, and the spirit
of the ccntests seem to have been all
that was generous and fair,

A Great Possibility -
Oné of the events ol the month .
which has been’ pussed over with Jess .
attention than it deserves is the pos-
sibility of the summoning of a truly
Imperial Conference by inviting the
lending newspaper proprietors and
editors ol the Mother Country and of
the Britains QOverseas, to conler to-
gether in London next spring, Itisa
frank recognition of the power of the
Fourth Estate, and has in it the pos-
sibility of great good. But there must
be no limitation of representatives to
one set of ideas, India is distincdy
mentioned in the list of participants
the terms should include not only An-
glo-India but India, if a fair attitude
i5 to be preserved. The-clearer un-
derstanding that would result by
bringing together men of diametrically
opposite views should make for trué
Imperialisin, and when one learns that
Lord Burnham, Lord Northcliffe, and
Mr. C. Arthur Pearson are working
together 1o ensure the success ot the
conference, one begins to hope that
rivalries will not be allowed to detract
from the value of bringing into friend-
ly intergourse representatives of the
Press from all parts of the Empire.
It is to be hoped that the Editor of
Inpian OrpiNion, will come as wellas
the Editor of the “Rand Daly Marl.”

(Zo be Contimued)

Inpran Mas, For Bombay, per
8.5. Keasser, until 3-30 p.m., Tuesday,
the 15th instant,

Inpax NaTiONAL CONGRESS. 7 Ae
Parsi (Bombay) says that this year's
Congress will be held at Calcutta and
that the Hon. Dr, Rash Beharve Ghnse
will be the President,

ANoTHER COLON1AL-BORN FNDIAN
BarwristER.. Our readers will be in-
terested to learn that Mr. Joseph Ro-
yeppen, B.A.(Cantab.), has been cal-
led to the English Bar. This makes
the lourth Natal-born Indian barrister,



