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PREFACE 

-
MA TERULS for the life of Mountstuatt Elpbinstone 

a.re a.bundant. In 1861, two years after his death, 
Sir T. E. Colebrooke, Bart-, who had known him in-' 
timately during his later years, contributed an obituary 
of exceptional length and authority to the JO'Urnal 
of the Royal Asiatic Society (Old Series, xxviii, 22 I 

sq.). The,whole of his voluminous papers-journals, 
letters, despatches, and minutes-were afterwards , . 
entrusted to 811' T. E. Colebrooke, for the purpose of 
writing 8. lomial biography, which was published in 
1884, in two volumes, illustrated with portraits and 
maps. These form the basis o( the present sketch; 
and from them all the quotations, unless otherwise 
specified, have been taken. In the same year (1884) 
appeared 8. volume of "Selections from the Minutes 
and other Official Writings of Mountstuart Elphin
stone," edited by Prot: George W. Forrest, with an 
introductory memoir. Much use.&lso has been made 
of this volu~e, though the dates of the documents 
given in it. often require to be corrected from other 
Sources. Finally, Sir J. W. Kaye's Memoir, in his 
~ves ~f Indian Officers" (new edition, 1890), con
tains some' information, both person&! and' docu
mentary, not to be found el,sewhere. 

The engraving that forms the frontispiece has been 
kindly lent by Mr. John Murray. 
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. NOTE 

The orthography of proper name. folloWi the system adopted by 
t.he Indian Government for the Imperial Ga~etteer .0J India. That 
I!ystem, while adhering- to t.he popula.r ~i~g of very weU-knoWIl 
places, suoh 'as Punja.b, Poon .. , Deccan. etc., employe in aU .other 
cases the vow:els with the following uniform 80unda :-

a. &8 in woman: If, as in land: '. aa in police: ".. in intrigue: 
0, AS jn cold: II, as in bull: tl, aa in HI •• 
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IDpinion5 Of tbe WteS5 
olt 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER'S 'DALHOUSIE! 
, An interesting and exceedingly readable volume ••••• Sir Wuliam 

Hun~er h ... produced a valuable work about an important epoch in 
English history in India, and be has given Ull .. pleasing insight into 
the character of a remarkable Engliahman. The" Rulers of India" 
series, which he has initiated, thus makes a successful beginning in his 
h~ds with 0!le who.ranks among tb, greatest of the great n&mee which 
will be &8soo18ted With the Bubject!-TAe Timell. 

'To no one .is the credit for tbe improved condition of public intelli
gence [regarding India) more due than to Sir William Hunter. From 
the beginning of hill career as an Indian Civilian he h ... devoted a rare 
literary faculty to the task of enlightening his countrymen on the 8ubject 
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of England's greaten dependency •••• 13y inspiring a smaJ1 army of 
fellow-labourers with hia own spirit, by inducing theln to conform to his 
own method, and shaping a huge agglomeration of facts into a lucid and 
intelligible .ystem, Sir W. Hunter has brougM India and its innumer
able interests within the pale of achievable knowledge, and has given 
definite shape to the truths which its history establishes and the 
problems which it suggests. •.• Such contributions to literature are apt to 
be taken as a matter of course, because their highest merit is to conce&1. 
the labour, and skill, and knowledge involved in their production; but 
they raise the whole level of public intelligence, and generate an 
atmosphere in which the baleful intluences of folly, ignorance, prejudice, 
and presumption dwindle and disappear •••• Noone we think, who fairly 
studies Sir W. Hanter's exact and lucid narrative of these transactions, 
C&D. question the result whioh he seeD to establiBh-namely, that Lord 
Dalhousie merely carried out with moderation and skill a policy 
deliberately adopted by the Gilvemment before his arrival in the country 
-& policy the &trict legality of which cannot be disputed, and which wu 
inspired by the growing sense that sovereigns exist, not fur their own 
enjoyment, but for the.happiness of their subjects.'-Satllrday RBtJietlJ. 

• Admirably calculated to impart in a concise and agreeable form a clear 
general outline of the history of our great Indian Empire.' -Economiat. 

• A skilful and mostattractive picture. ••• The anthor has made good 
nee of public and private documents, and has enjoyed the privilege of 
being aided by the deceased statesman's family. His little work is, 
consequently, a valuable contribution to modem history.'-..4cademy. 

• The book should command a wide circle of readers, not only for its 
author'. sake and that of its lIubject, but partly at leut on account of 
the very attractive way in which it hall been published at the moderate 
price of half-a-crown. But it is, of course, by itll intrinsic merits alone 
that a work of this nature should be judged. And those merite are 
everywhere conspicu011ll. ••• A writer whose thorough mastery of aU 
Indian subjects hall been acquired by years of practical experience and 
patient reeea.rch.'-The ..4tli.en_m. 

, Never have we been so much impressed by the great literary abilities 
of Sir William Hunter as we have been by the perusal of "The Marq uellS 
of DalhoDllie." •• _ The knowledge displayed by the writer of the motives 
of Lord Dalhousie'. action, of the inner working of his mind, is so com
plete, that Lord Dalhoullie himself, were he living, could not state them 
more clearly. In the next place the argument througbout the book is 110 
lucid, based 110 entirely upon facts, resting upon official documents and 
other evidences not to be controverted, that the opponents of Lord 
Dalhousie's policy will be lIorely put to it to make a case agaiDlit him • 
• • • Sir William Hunter'. style ill so clear, bis labguage 80 vivid, and 
yet so simple, conveying the impreesioDli he wishes 80 perspiouously that 
they cannot but be understood, that the work must have a place in 
every library, in every home, we might say indeed every oottBge.'
EfJeRmg N tIW • 

• Sir William Hunter baa written an admirable little volume on 
" The Marquess of Dalhousie" for hie. series of the .. Rulers of India. II 
It can be read at a sitting, yet its refer~cel-expre88ed or implied
lugges1. the study and observation of half a life-time.' - The Daily N ewe. 

I' 
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ON 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER'S 'LORD MAYO.' 
'Sir William W. Hunter has contributed ;. brief but. admirable 

biography of the Earl of Mayo to the Beries entitled U Rulen of India," 
edited by himself (Oxford, at the Clarendon Prel!8).'-Tlu Timel. 

'In telling this story in the monograph before us, Sir William 
Hunter has combined hill' well-known literary skill with an e&rneilt 
sympathy and fullness of knowledge which are worthy of aU commenda
tion.. •.• The world is indebted to the author for a fit and attractive 
record. of what was eminently A noble life.'-7'A6 ~catlem!l. 

'The sketch of The Man is full of interest, drawn as it. is with com
plete sympa.thy, understanding, and appreciation. But more valuable 
is the account of his administration. No one can show 80 well a.nd 
clearly as Sir William Hunter does what the policy of Lord Mayo con
tributed to the making' of t.he Indian Empire of to-day.'-Tu Seot8f1ltl1l. 

, Sir William Hunter has given us a )IlOnograph in which there Is a 
happy combination of the essay and the biography. We are presented 
with the main features of Lord Mayo's administration unencumbered 
with tedious deta.ila which would interest none but the most official of 
Anglo-Indians; while in the biography the man iii brought before us, 
nQ/; analytically, but in a life-like portrait.'-Vanity Fa,ir. 

, The story of hill life Sir W. W. Hunter tells in we1l-ehOien language 
-<:lear, succinct, and manly. Sir W. W. HUllter is in .ympathy with 
bis subject, and does full justice to Mayo's strong, genuine nature. 
Without exaggeration and in .. direct, lInaffected Btyle, as befits his 
theme, he brings the' UlIU1 and his work vividly before US.'-TM 
Glas9011J Herald. 

, All the knowledge acquired by personal association, ramiliarity with 
adminiatrative details or the Indian Government, and a IItrong grasp of • 
the vast problems to be dealt with, is utilised in this presentation of 
Lord Mayo's personality and career. Sir W. Hunter, however, never 
overloads his pages, and the outlines of the sketch are clear and firm.' 
-The Mande~tM' EXfWeu. _ 

'This is another of the" Rulen of India" l!8l'ies, and it will be hard 
to beat .•.. Sir Willillm Hunter's perception and expression are here 11.1; 

their very oest:-The Pall Mall Gautt£. . 
'The latest addition to the" Rulers of India" aeries yields to DOne of 

its predecell80rs in attra.ctiveness; vigour, and artistic portraiture. ••• 
The fina.l chapter must either be copied verbally and literally-which 
the space at our disposal will not permit-or be len to the 8Orl'owful 
peZ:1l8al of the reader. The man is not to be envied who can read it with 
dry eyes.'-Allen'81ntlian Mail. 

'The little volume which ha,s just been brought out is a study of Lord 
Mayo'S career by one who knew all about it and was in full sympathy 
with it .••• Some of these cha.pters are full of spirit and fire. The 
closing passages, the picture of the Viceroy's &ll8aSsination, cannot rap. 
to make any reader hold his breath. We know wW is going to 
happen, but we are thrilled a8 if we did not know it, and were still 
held in suspense. The event itself WBIl 80 terribly tragic that any 
ordinary description might seem feeble and laggard. Bul; in ~his 
.,olume we are made to feel BIl we must bave felt if we had been on 
the spot and Been the mnrderer " fastened Uke a '&ige .... OD the back of 
the Viceroy.'-Dail, New" Leadillg Article. -



ON 

MR. W.S.SETON-KARR'S'CORNW ALLIS! 
• This new vol~e of the co Rulers of India» aeries keeps up to the 

higb standard set by the author of " The Marquesa of Dalhousie." For 
dealing with the salient passages in Lord Cornwallis's Indian eareer no 
one could have been better qualified than the whilom foreign aecretary 
to Lord Lawrence.' -T.U .dlhetl4'ulJl. 

• Lord Cornwallis has been very properly include<! in the list of thOlM! 
.. Rulers of India" whOile biographies U'II calculated to illuBUate the 
past growth and present development. of the English administration ill 
that oountry. His name is 001l1lecied with several grea' measures. 
which more, perhaps, than any others have given a special oolour to oar 
rule, have inftuenced the OOIlftle of subsequent legislation, and have made 
the Civil Service what it at present is. He eompleted the administ.n.tive 
fabric of which Warren Hastings, in the midst of unexampled difficulties 
and vicissitudes, bad laid the foundation:-TM Saturday Be'Dkto. 

• We hope that the volumes on the .. Rulers of India" which are 
being published by the Clarendon Press are carefully read by a large 
eectiOD of the public. There is a dense wall of ignorance still standing 
between the average Englishman and the greatest. dependency of the 
Crown, although we can BCarCely hope to see it broken down altogether, 
lOUle of these admirable biographies C&IlDot fail to lower it a little. •.• 
Mr. Seton-Karr has sooceeded in ilie task. and he has not only pre
sented a large mass of iuformation, but he has brought it together in an 
attractive form. ••• We strongly reoommend the book &0 all who wish 
to enlarge the _ of their knowledge with reference to Jndia.'-Ne. 
York Herold. 

• The co Rulers of India· seriee. This outeome of the Clarendon 
Press grows in val ue as it proceeds-. The account of Cornwallis is from 
t.he pen of Mr. W. Seton-KarT, who was formerly Foreign Secretary to 
the Government of Iodia, and whose acquaintance with Eastern affairs 
has been of obvious eervice to him in the compilation of this nseful 
manual.'-Tle Globe. . 

• One might almast say that the history of oar great Indian Empire 
might be read with comparative ease in the excellent" Ralers of India 
Series," published at the Clarendon Press at Oxford .••. Of Cornwallis 
it might be said he t.n.nsfonned. the EMt India Company'. servant! 
from merchants to administrators, and determined to place them above 
jobbery, which he d&llised.·-Tlu Indepe1llle.t. 

• We have alreAdy expreMed our sense olthe value and timeliness of 
the series of Indian historical reirospects now issuing, under the editor
ship of Sir W. W. Hunter, from the Clarendon Press. It i. somewhat 
less than fair to say of ]h. Seton-Kan's mOllograph upon CornwalliB 
that it reaches the high standard of literary workmanship which that 
series has maintained. ••• Hi. accurate and lucid BUDllll&l"1 of the llece&lli
ties which dictated Cornwallis's policy, and the methods by which he 
initiated and, to .. great extent, effected, the tl'ansformatioD of oar rlll, 
in India from the lines of an Orient.al despot.iam to those with which we 
are now familiar, is as attract.ive as it is instructive.'-The Literary 
World. • 
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IDpinions of tbe Wfe~S 
ON 

COLONEL MALLESON'S • DUPLEIX! 
• In the character of Dupleix there was tlie element of grea.tne8tl 

that contact with India seems to have generated in 10 many European 
minds, French as well as English, and a broad capacity for gOVel'll

ment, which; if suffered to have full play, might have ended in giving 
tbe whole of Southern India to France. Even as it was, Colonel 
Malleson shows how narrowly the prize slipped from French grll8p. 
In 1783 the Treaty of Vel'!laillea arrived just in time to Bave the 
British power from extinction.'-Times. 

'ColQnel Ma11cson's Life of Dupleix, which has just been published. 
though his estimate.of his hero differs in some respects from Lord 
Stanhope's and Lord Macaulay'., may be accepted as, on the whole, a 
fairly faithful portraiture of the prophetio geniu. to whom the possi
bility of a great Indo-European Empire first revealed itself. lIad the 
Frenoh profited by all ,the advantages they pOI!_sed when Clive 
exchanged the counting-house for the army, the hiiltory of India, and 
perhaps of Europe &1so, might have been different.'-Standard 
(leading 8rlicle). 

'The "'Rulers of India." series, edited by Sir W. W. Hunter, and 
published at the Clarendon Press, Oxford, is one of the very best of 
the serial collections which are now IiO popular. All the writerll of 
these little volumes are well-known and acknowledged authorities on 
the subjects with which they deal. Not the least interesting volume 
in this particular series is Colonel MallellOn'lJ biography of Dupleix ••• 
It was to Dupleix, and not to Clive, that the idea first occurred of 
founding a European Empire in India .•• It is a .tining lltory, and 
full of moral for the administra.tors of India at thi. hour.' -Eclo. 

t One of the best of Sir W. Hunter'. interesting and valuable leries, 
Colonel Malleson writes out of the fulness of familiarity, moving with 
ease over a field which he had long ago BurveYl!d in every nook and 
corner. To do a small book as well as this on Dupleix has been done, 
will be- recognised by competent judges &8 no small achievement. 
When one considers the bulk of the material out of which the little 
volume has been distilled, on. can still better appreciate the la.bour 
and dexterity involved in the perlormance.'-.Acadsmg. 

'Colonel Ma11eson has here written a mOl!t compact and effective 
history of the French in India. in a little handbook of ISo pages. He 
gives a brief summary of French enterprise in India from th~ first, 
a.nd 'clea.rly outlines the grand designs that rOl!e in the fertile brain or 
Duplei:x. Colonel Malleson's chapter on the .. Downfall of DupJeillt" 
is as touching 11.8 anything we remember io Jui.ve recently read, and his 
chapter on Clive and his work may be read with interest and pleasure, 
even after the glowing and brilliant account of Macaulay.'-NOfICOn-
formiat. ' . 

'Well arranged,lucid and eminently readable, an excellent addition 
to .. most useful senes/-Record. 



ON 

CAPTill TROTTER'S 'W!RREN HA.STINGS.' 
• The publie&tion, recently noticed in this place, of the .. Letters, 

Despatches, and other State Papers preserved ill the Foreign Depan
ment of the ~vernment of India. 1772-1785," has tbrown entirely new 
ligM from the most. authentic sourees on the whole history of Warran 
Hastings and his government of India. Captain L J. Trotter's 
W AlllUUi lIASl'DlGs. a volume of the .. Rulers of India" series, edited 
by Sil" W. Huntel' (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press), is accordingly 
neither inopportune nor devoid of an adequate raVoR d'ilrtl. c'The 
present volume," says a brief preface. cc endeavours to exhibit for the 
first time the act.ual work of that great Governor-General, as reviewed 
hom the firm stand-point. of the original reool'ds n~w made available to 
the students of Indian history." Captain Trotter is well known as a 
coItlpetent and attzoactive wri~ on Indiau history, and this is not the 
first time that W &nen Hastings has supplied him with a theme.'
Tie Timu. 

• He has put his best work into this memoir • • • Ca.ptain Trotter's 
memoir is more valuable [than Sir A. Lyall's] from a strictly historical 
point of view. It contains more of the history of the period, and it 
embraces the very latest information that casts light on Hastings' re
markable career ••• His work too is of distinct literary merit, and is 
worthy of a theme than which British history presents non& nObler. 
It is a distinct gain to the British race to be enabled, as it now may, 
to count the great. Governor-General among those heroes for whom 
it need not blusb:-BcotImaa. . 

, Captain Trotter has done his work well, and his volume deserves 
to stand with that on Dalhousie by Sir William Hunter. Higher 
praise it would be hard to give it:-NetD Yewk Herald. 

I This is an a.ble book, written with eandour and discrimination.' ..... 
Leed .. Mercury. 

• Capta.iJJ Trotter has done full justice to tbe fascinating story of tbe 
I!Jllendid achievements of a grea.~ EDglislunan.'-MallC1uster Gtiaf'aian. 

• This neat little volume contains a brief but admirable biography of 
the first Governor-General of India. The author has been fOrtunate in 
ha.ving had accesII to State pa.pers which cover the period of the 
entire rule of Warren HasWlgs.'-The N6fI1ClUils ClarQnicle. 

• In preparing this sketch for C( The R.ulers of India," Captain 
Trotter has had the advantage of consulting the II Letters, despatches, 
and other State papers preserved in the Foreign Department of the 
Government of India, 1772-85," .. period which covers the entire 
a.dministr&tion of W &neD Bastings. The present volume, tberefore, 
may truly claim that it • exhibits for the first time the actual work of 
the great Governor-General, as reviewe4 from the firm stand-point of 
original records." It is a book which all must peruse who desire to 
l>e "up to date" on the Bubject..'-Tlae Gl.obe. 
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IDpinions of tbe W>re~~ 
ON 

COLONEL MALLESON'S" AKBAR.' 
• Colonel Malleson's interesting monograph 011_ Akbar in the" Rulere 

of India" (Clarendon Press) should more than satisfy the general 
reader. Colonel Malleeon traces the origin and foundation of the 
Mughal Empire; and, as an introduction to the history of Muhamm ... 
dan India, the book leaves nothing to be desired.'-St. Jamel" Gazette. 

, Akbar was certainly 110 great man. Colonel Maneson has done well 
to tell his story thus smlCinctly and sympathetically: hitherto it has been 
mostly buried from the mass of readers. The book iii! in our idea .. 
piece of thoroughly well-executed work, which cannot fall to recommend 
still further a series which hal!! begun right well.'-NonconformiBt. 

, The chief interest of the book lies in the later chapterlil, in which 
Colonel Malle-on presents an interesting IIond singularly pleasing 
picture of the gyeat Emperor himself and the principles which governed 
hil enlightened and humane adniinistra.tion.'-Literary World. 

'It is ahhosi superftuoue to say that the book is cha.racterised by 
the nll.lTative vigour and the extensive familiarity with Indian history 
to which the readers of Colonel Malleson'l othet worka are a.ccUII
tomed.'-GlasOO1D Herald. 

'Thi. 'Volume will, 110 doubt, be welcomed, even by experts in 
Indian history, in the light of a new, clear, and terse rendering of an 
old, bllt not worn-out theme. 11; il a worthy and valuable addition 
to Sir W. Hunter's promising seriea.'-..4.thenmftm. 

• Colonel Malleeon haa broken ground DeW to the general reader. 
The story' of Akbar is briefly but clearly told, with an account of what 
he was and what he did, and how he found a.nd how he left India. ••• 
The na.tive c~icle!l of the reign are many, and from them it ill ,till 
possible, as Colonel Mal1eson has shown, to construct" living purtraU 
of this great and mighty potentate.'-Scot, ObBerVe1'. 
" • Akbar is, after Mohammed himself, the most striking and interest

ing figure in Mussulman history. Few men of any age or country 
have united in equally lIUccessfll} mea.aure the gift. of the conqueror, 
the organiser, and the philosophic stateslIl&n ••• HiB personal charac
ter ia even more exceptional a.mong Oriental ruler. than his intel
lectual brilliance ••. He ill the only great Mllssulman ruler who 
.howed himself capable of rising out of the narrow bigotry of Islam to 
a lofty and comprehensive view of religious truth. The life and rule 
of lIuch a man is a noble theme for a great historian.'-Speaker. 

• The brillillont historian of the Indian Mutiny bas been -.igned in 
this volume Qf the serie. an important epoch a.nd a strong personality 
for criticalatu.dy. and he has admirably fulfilled hill ta.&k. A lllmiooue 
exposition of the invasioll8 of India by Babar, Akbar'. grandfather,' 
makes a good introduction to Asiat.io history of the liltteenth century. 
Akbar'. own career is Cull of interest, and to the principles of hie in
ternal administrAtion Colonel Malleson devotes in the final chapter more 
than _ a quarter of the pagel of his book. Alike in dress and 8tyle, thie 
'Volume is a. tit companion for its predecessor.' -Ma:nchute, Guardia •• 



IDpinions of tbe n:>ttSS 

VISCOUNT HARDINGE'S 'LORD HARDINGE.' 
, An exception to the rule that biographies ought not to be entrusted 

to near relatives. Lord Hardinge, a lICholar and an artoist, has given 
us an accurate record of his father's long and distinguished 8el'vices. 
'I'here is no filial exa"ogeratoion. The anthor has dealt with some con
&roversial matte"' with skill, and has ~ to combine truth with 
tact and regard for the feelings of others.'-Tie Satfwday RwielO. 

'This intarestoing life reveals the :/irs1; Lord Hardinge as a brave, 
just, able man, the very soul of honour, admired and trusted equally 
by friends and political opponents. The biographer ••• has produced a 
mos\ engaging volume, which is enriched by many private and official 
documents tluU have not before Been the light.'-T.u .t1nti-Jaco/Jin. 

«Lord Hardin,,<>e has accomplished a grateful, no doubt, but, from 
the abundance of material and delicacy of certain matters, a very 
diflieuh task in .. workmanlike manner, marked by restraint and 
lucidity:-Tie Pall M"ll Gazette. 

• His son and biographer has done his work with a true appreciatoion 
of proportion, and has added substantially to our knowledge of the 
Sutlej Campa.igu:-VaaUll Fair. 

'The present Lord Hardinge is in lome respects exceptionally well 
quali1ied to tell the tale of the eventful four years of his father', 
Governor-Generalship.'-Tie Timer. 

• It contains a fnll account of everything of importa.nce i.D Lord 
Hardinge's military and political career; it is aJTaDg8d ••• so as to 
bring into special prominence his government of India; and it gives a 
lifelike and slaiking picture of the lD&lJ.'-.t1IJIMlemy. 

• The style'is clear, the treatment dispassionate. and the total result 
a manual which does credit to the interesting aeries in which it figures.' 
-TieClo6e. 

• The concise and vivid account which the son has given of hit 
father's career will interest many readers.'-T.k MorMrig Poli. 

C Eminently readable for everybody. The history is !pven BUcclnctly, 
and the unpublished letters quoted are of real value. -PluJ Colomes 
aad IJUlill. 

• Compiled from public doenments, family papa"', and letten, thill 
brief biography gives the reader a clear idea of what Hardinge was 
both &I a soldier and asao adminiatrator.'-Tie Maac1eater Era.iller. 

• An admirable Iketch.'-T.k ]{_ Yori HtJrGltl • 
• The Memoir is well and concisely written, and is accompanied by 

an excellent likeoe88 after the portrait by Sir Francis Grant.'-T.u 
QIIUII. 



iJpinfons of tbe ~teSS 
Ol!r 

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR OWEN BURNE'S 
'CLYDE AND STRATHNAIRN.' 

'In "Clyde ILnd Strathno.im," a contribution to Sir William Hunter'. 
excellent ., Rulen of India" aeries (Oxford, at the Clarendon Presl), 
Sir Owen Burne gives a lucid sketch of the military hiltory of the 
Indian Mutiny ILnd its suppression by the two great Boldien who give 
their names to his book. The space is limited for SO la.rge a theme, but. 
Sir Owen Burne skilfully adjusts his treatment. to his limits, and rarely 
violates the conditions of proportion imposed upon him.' ••• 'Sir Owe. 
Burne does not confine himself exclusively to the uu1itary narrative. 
He gives 80 brief sketch of the rise and progress of the Mutiny, and 
devotes a. chapter to the Reconstruction which followed its 8uppression.' 
.•• '-well written, well proportioned, and eminently worthy of the 
series to which it belonge.'-The Times. 

• Sir Owen Burne who, by association, experience, and relations with 
one of these generals, is well qualified for the task, writes with know
ledge, perspicuity, and faimesB.'-Saiurday Bedew, 

, As a brief record of a momentoll8 epoch in India this little book iR 
a remarkable piece of clear, concise, and interesting writ.ing.'-The 
Colonies and India, 

• In this new volume of the excellent ";Rule", of India" series, 
Major-General Burne gives in a Buccinct and readable-foJ1I1 an account 
of the Mutiny, its causel, its nature, and the changes in army organis&
tion and civil administration which followed upon it.'-G~gOtD Herakl. 

'Like the rest of the book. this part is not only excellently written, 
but is eXCI)llently reasoned also.'-The National Ob6tJrlJer • 

• Sir Owen Burne, who has wri~ten the latest volume for Sir William 
Hunter's" Rulen of Indio. ,t 'lleries, is better qualified than any living 
person to narrate, from a military sta.ndpoint, the stoiy of the Buppres
sion of the Indian Mutiny.'-Dailg Telegraph. 

• Sir O~en Burne'li book on "Clyde and Strathnairn It is worthy to 
rank with the best in the admirable eeries to which it belongs.'
Manche8ter Examinef'. • 

• The book is a.<lmirably written; a.nd there is probably no bet.tar 
sketch, equally brief, of the stirring events with which it deals.' 
Scotsman. 

'Sir'Owen Burne, from the part he played in the Indian Mutiny, and 
fr(jID his long connexion with the Government of India.., and frOID the 
faCt that he was military secretary of Lord Strathlll\irn both in India 
and in Ireland. is well qualliied for the task which he has undertaken. '-
The Athenaum. ~ 

• Sir W. W. Hunter acted wisely in commissioning Sir Owen Tudor 
'Burne to write the lives of .. Clyde and Strathnairn" for this aeries 
(Clarendon Press). Neither of these generala w&il •• mctly speaking, ~ 
.Ruler of India: still the important period of the Mutiny is BO contained 
in the story of their exploits, that perhaps it was as well to choose them 
as the personages round whom might be grouped the history of that 
IiItirring period .••• Sir O. T. Burne's book is well worthy of a place in 
the most valuable of the many series now issuing from the Press/-The 
/leader. 



IDpinionS of tbe . ~teSS 
ON 

SIR HENRY CUNNINGHAM'S 'EARL 
CANNING.' 

'The life of Earl Canning, the Viceroy of the Indian Mutiny, affords 
an excellent subject for a biographer who knOWl! his busint'ss, and 
therefore we need hardly say tha~ "Earl CAnning," by Sir H. S. 
Cunningham. K.C.I.E., is an admirable contribution to the Beries of 
the "Rulers of India" edited by Sir W. W. Hun~ (6!ford, at tbe 
Clarendon Press). Sir Henry Cunningham's rare literary skill and his 
knowledge of Indian liCe and affairs are not now displayed Cor the first 
time, and he haa enjoyed exceptional advanta,."eB in dealing with his 
present Bubjec\. Lord Granville. Canning's contemporary at echool 
and colleague in public liCe and one of his oldesl; friends, furnished his 
biographer with notes of his recollection8 of the early life of his friend. 
Sir Henry Cunningham baa also been allowed &CC6II8 to the Diary of 
Canning's private secretary, to the .Tournal of his military secretary. 
and to an interesting correspondence between the Governor-General 
and his great lieutenant, Lord awrence. Of these exceptional ad
van\~ he baa made excenent use, and the result i8 a biography 
second in in~t to none in the aeries to which it belonga.' -Tie Times. 
. ' Sir Henry Cunningham's "Earl Canning" is a model monograph. 
The wnw kno'W1I India, as well aa Indian history, well; and his story 
haa a vividness which none bm an Anglo-Indiau. could 10 well have 
imparted to it. . It baa also tbe advantage of being founded to a large 
extent on hitherto unused material.'-The GlOOe. 

• Sir JL S. Cunningham baa Bucceeded in writing the history of a 
critical period in 80 fair and dispassionate a manner as to make it 
almost a matter of astonishment that the motives which he has BO 

clearly grasped should ever have been misinterpreted .. and the results 
which he indicates so groasly misjudged. Nor is the excellence of his 
work lese couspicnous from the literary than from the political and 
·historical point of view. The style is clear and vivid, the language 
well chosen and vigorous, the disposition of details and ace_ones 
striking and artistic, and, indeed, under whatever aspect the work be 
considered, it reaches the high standard of workmanship which, from 
the outset, baa been a distinguishing feature of the series.'-GlasgOfD 
Herald. 

'Sir H. S. Cunningham waS fortunate, in a li~ sense, in the 
particular Vioeroy and period of Indian lIistory allotted (0 his pen in 
the important and valnable series of biographical volumes on " Rulers 
of India," being published a~ the Clarendon Press, Oxford. under the 
editorship of Sir William Wilson Hunter. In Earl Canning, first 
Vweroy of India, Sir H. S. Cunningham had a subject sofliciently 
inspiring to all who admire honour, courage, patience, willom. all the 
virtUe!! and qualities which go to the building up of the character of an 
ideal English gentleman; while the episode of the Mutiny, culminating 
in the fall oC Lucknow. lends itself to the more picturesque and 
graphic description. Sir H. S. Cunningham baa treated his subject 
adequately. In vivid language he paints his word-pictures, and ;with 
calm judicial analysis he also proves himself an able' critic of th~ 
actnalities. causes, and resul .... of the outbreak, also a temperate, jUlLt 
appreciator of the character and policy of Earl Canning.'-.7'IuI Cou,t 
Jou,aaL 



£Opinions of tbe t!JteSS 
or 

MR. KEENE'S 'MADRA V.A. R!O SINDHlA.' 
• The life of such a man should he interesting to all thole who have en· 

tered, however remotely, into the inherit8onceofhis1abonra: and lorr. Keene 
is well qualified, both by hie knowledge of Indian hi4tory lind hill li~rAry 
dexterity in ita treatment, to do juatice to hie 8ubject.'-T~e Time,. 

'Mr. Keene ha.s the enormous advantage, not enjoyed by every 
producer of a book, of knowing intimately the topio he has taken up. 
He has compressed into these 203 pages an immense amount of inf"rnla· 
tion, drawn from the best sources, and presented with much neatne88 80ml 
effect .•. Such a life wal worth tracing in connection with the general 
hisLory of the times; and that is the task which Mr. Keene h&ll 80 w,,11 
fulfilled in this concise, yet attra.ctive, litUe volume.'-Tht Globe. 

I In this brief monograph Mr. Keene goel over the ground already 
traversed by him in his "Fall of the Moghul Empire." Bnt the 
particular work which gives Siodhia. his place in Indian history •.. ill 
here made more clearly manifest, while the book dea.u almOl!t &I much 
in general history 1108 in biography ••• It is valuable aa bringing oui bhe 
originality as well a.s the greatneBB of the unacknowledged ruler of 
Hindustan ... The book is interesting .•. and forms a valuable addition 
to the series.'-ScotBman. 

• Mr. Keene tells the story with knowledge and impartiality, and aIM 
with Bufficient graphiu power to make it thoroughly readable. '1'he 
recognition of Sindhia in the •• Rulers" series is just and gra.ceful, 
and it cannot fa.il to rive satisfaction to the educated classes of our 
Indian fellow.subjects. -Nort! JJritUi! .Dai1V Mail. 

I This is probably \he mOl!t romantic volume in t.he whole lIeriell, and 
the Sindhia'. difference in attitude towards De Boigne and Warren 
Hastings is very interestingl, Btated. The history of the foundation {If 
our Indian Empire receives much elucidation from this admirable 
volume.'-Lit·erpool Mercury. 

• Mr. H. G. Keene, C.I.E., M.A., h&ll added a very acceptable volume to 
the popular ha.lf·crown series ofworke on (onner potentate&! in England'. 
vast Indian dependency ••• From the signal defe&~ of the Maratha8 at 
Panipat, in 176[, in which engagement SindlJia., after fighting valiantly, 
very nearly lost his life, until his dea.th in 179.f.. bill varying fortune&! are 
traced. The important affaiI'B in which he figured 80 prominently, as a.180 
the intrigues and machinations that were dIrected aogainst him, are re
corded, whilst the deairable effect of his policy in assuaging the fierce 
passions and civilising the habit. of the people is depicted. The volume 
belU'll incontestaLlejroofs of the expenditure of considerable resOlIrcb 
by t~e author, an sustains the reputation he had already acquired 
by hIll" Sketch of the History of HinduBtan." '-Freema»', JQU.f'1lal. 

• Among the eighteen rulers of India included in the scheme of Sir 
William Hu.nter only five are natives of India, and of these the great. 
Madhoji Sindhla. is, with the exception of Akbar, the most mustrioU8. 
~1r. H. G. ~een.e, a well-known and ,kUful writer on Indian question8, 
I~ fortunate In hIS subject, for the ca.reer of the greatest bearer of the 
hIstoric na.m$ of Sindhia covered the exciting period from the captnre 
of I?elhl, the Imperial capital, by tbe Persian N:wir Sbab"to the ()Cen· 
patllm of the iame cit, by Lord Lake .•.• Mr. Keene gives a lucid 
description of bi8 subsequent policy, especially towards the English 
v:hen he was bro~ht fa.ce to face with Warren Hastings. The concin· 
ilIon of. hie h?8~ty to UI was the real beginning of his own political 
career lJl India. - The DaUU Graphic. 


