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PRE F ACE. 

THE painful task of editing the works of the late Bishop of Calcutta 
having devolved upon his widow, she is anxious to state that her prin
cipal object in publishing the following Journal is, that its readers may 
be made acquamted with the nature and extent of the duties performed 
Ly the Bishop during the. short time he presided over the Indian 
Church, as well as with the difficulties he encountered in the visitation 
of his extensive diocese. .. 

Althuugh written in the shape of a. diar,., the greater part of the work 
formed his correspondence with the Editor-a fact which sr..e hopes 
will be borne in mind, should some consider that he has dwelt less 
upon the professional objects of his journey than might"have been an
ticipated. The Letters to his friends in England, from which extracts 
Lre ghen, together with the sacrifice of his dearest affections which he 
. '-as so frequently called upon to make, sufficiently Jlrove that he never 
lost sight of his hfgh calling, n6r suffered any CIrcumstances to inter
rere with the object for which he left his native land. 

In the unreserved confidence of such communications, it will be 
~upposcd that there was much of a nature uninteresting to the public 
~ye, and that omissions were consequently necessary. Had it pleased 
God to RI'are the Bishop's life, it was his intention, after revisiting the 
",arne cuuntries, to pubhsh, corrected by further experience, an account 
of his travels from the notes, in which light only he considered the 
work now offered to the world. If the Editor has retained too many 
proofs of her husband's attachment to her, and love for his children, or 
too many traits of that kindness of heart for which he was so eminent, 
some allowance should be made for the feelings of one whose pride it 
now is, as it was her happiness, to have possessed the undivided affec
tions of that heart whose qualities she so well knew and so fondly 
\'alurd. 

During a. residence of five weeks in Cerlon, the Bishop had not 
{eisurc to cQntinue the account of his first Visitation, which (:oncluded 
in that beautiful country; but as it was a part of bis diocese which, in 
many points of view, particularly interested him. he intended writing 
at some future period his recollections of the isl~nd. aided by the Edi
tor s journal. which for that purpose was written more in detail. She 
has endravoured to supply, in some degree, the deficiency, b~iDserting 
& few pages in the second volume. 

Havi;'lg thus explained the circumstances un«lerwhich the work was 
"Titten, and her motives for its publication, the Editor begs to be 
allowed to express her gratitude for the great and invariable kindDf'ss 
received by her husband and herself during their residence fif-lndia. 
For the active furtherance of his views in the promotion of Christianity, 
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for the defert'nce paid to his wi~hes. for the hospitality, friendship, and 
respe~t .which he met with from hi~ l.1ergy and from all the military 
and CIVIl servants ot::the Company, In whatever part of the country his 
Visitations led him, as well as from the King's Government in Ceylon, 
she dn now but offer her own heartfelt thanks. That the Bishop 
highly appreciated th~ reception which he experienced, may be gene
rally inferred from his journal; but the Editor is convinced that the 
following extracts from a prh'ate letter will be peculiarly gratifying to 
the membE:'rs of Government in Calcutta, to whom, especially to Mr. 
Lushington, the Secretary for the Ecclesiastical department, he alwaYII 
considered himself as. under much obligation :-" The Members of 
Government have done everything for mt: which I myself wished for, 
and which was in their power to do; and Mr. Lushington has just now 
been exerting himself in Council to carry a point for me of great con
sequence." .. Nothing can be fuller ot inore considerate than the 
letters which hlj.ve been sent to the different commissariat and military 
officers to attend to all my walbts in their respective dE:'partmE:'nts." 

The 4.iberalityof the Honourable the Court of Directors, in pro
viding the Bishop with a houst', and in making him an additional 
allowance for-the expenses of his Visitation, was duly estimated by 
himself, and is now acknowledged with thankfulnf>Ss by his widow. 

The Editor trusts she may bE:' forgiven for intruding any mention of 
her qwn feelings~ ~ut shE' would find it difficult at this moment to 
refrain from expressing her deE'p and grateful sense of the respect and 
affE:'ction shQwn to her husband's memory by all ranks, all professions, 
and all classes of British in India, and were it possible that these sen· 
timents could recewe a stronger colouring, it would be from the know
ledge that the natives of that country participated largely in such feel
ings; that sincerely as he is regretted by his own countrymen, he is 
no less so by those for whose eternal welfare he sacrificed his lifE:'. From 
these sources the bitter agonies of his widow's grief rE:'ceived all the 
alleviation of which such S0rrow is susceptible: and though time may 
soften the poignancy of ber loss"her gratitude can never be effaced; 
and fervent and lasting will be her wishes for the welfare of those whom 
she has left hE:'hind, and to whose personal kindness she was so deeply 
indebted in the hour of her affliction. 

To the Right Honourable Charles Watkin Williams Wynn, the 
Right Honourable RobE:'rt John Wilmot Horton, and those other friends 
who have contributed so much to the interest of the work by allowing 
the Editor to publish the Bishop's privatE:' Letters addressed to them, 
she returns her gratE:'ful thanks. 

For the invaluable and kind' assistance afforded her by Sir Robert 
Harry Inglis in the r-blication of the work. her warmest acknowledg
ments are due, and she feels sincere pleasure in thus publicly recording 
her SE:'nse of the obligation she is under to one of her hU1>band's truest 
friends. -
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BISHOP lIEBER'S 

INDIAN JO DR N AL. 

JOURNAL OF A VOYAOE TO INDIA. 

Os Monday, Jlme 16th, 1823, we went 
down by the Ramsgate steam-boat, to 
join the Thomas Grenville at the Lower 
Hope, accompanied by a party of kind 
relations and friends 'tho were willing 
to let us see as much of them as we 
Muld ~fore our necessary separation. 
Captain Manning had the yards of the 
ship manned, and fired a salute in com
pliment to us. The Grenville weighed 
anchor soon after we were on boal'd, 
but met with an adverse wind. and 
advauced a very little way down the 
river. 

On the 1 jth we had again baffiing 
wind'!, alii! could not get round the 
North Foreland. About two o'clock 
on tho morning of the 18th a fine north 
breeze sprung up, which carried us very 
soon into the Downs. We layoff Deal 
about six bours, waiting for passengers 
and a fl'e.h supply of water, much to 
the ,'exution of the old pilot, who bitterly 
regl'ett~d that so fine a breeze was 
allowM to remain useI.'ss. It continued, 
howt'ver, aud we set off auspiciously at 
six the sallle evening, sailing with the 
wind so wdl on ow' quarter, and througb 
so smooth a sca, that though the breeze 
grew strong in the night, the motion of 
the ship was hardly perceptible. 

III the course of the day I had pro
posed to read evening prayers regularly, 
which W!IS received with readiness on 
th .. part of Captain Manning. Accord
iu~ly, aftcr tea, I reJlCated, with the 
rat·ty a>~t'mbled in tht! cuddy, the Gene
ral Coutessiou, Lord's Prayel', Petition 

VIIL. 1. ' 

for all Conditions of Mcn,· Generlll 
Thanksgiving, &c. • 

On the 20th the ship's company were 
bnsied, during the early part of the day, 
in lowering the quarter-deck guns into 
the hold, and g0tting up the baggaO'e 
for the passengers, an operation which, 
we are told, is to take place once a fort
night. The effect was singular; the 
whole deck being strewed. during the 
greater part of the morning, with truuks 
and packages either shut or open, looked 
as if we had been boarded and rifled by 
pirates. To-day I finished .. Quentin 
Durward," which I had kept as a rl:!
source of amusement for the voyagl:!. 
I began it yesterday, and could not Etop 
tilll bad quite eaten up my cake. It 
will, however, bear reading over more 
than once. I am, certainly, much 
pleased with it. It has more talent aud 
lllterest lIB a story than most which ha"e 
lately proceeded from the same quarter. 
Lewis the Xlth is powerfully drawn, 
though, notwithstanding the superiority 
of his talents, be does LOt, a8 a rich and 
vivid portrait, so completel, please aud 
amuse me as ~ames I. m "Nigel." 
Yet between the two monarchs there 
are IIll\ny points of resemblance. Lu
dovic Leslie is but a verI ordinary 
daubing of the Scots mercenary soldier, 
and only serves to remind us, unplea
santly, of Dugald Dalgetty, and m(lSt 
absurdly, and to the ruin of th«.""Jnclu
sion of the story, blunders at its end 
into the trimnph which the wililles of 
the readers had reserved for his nephew 

'J 
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Quentin himself is precisely the Page for me at leILSt there is so mUl-h which 
of "The Abbot;" a ~w lively lad, interests and occupies me, that 1 have 
throWj by accident into situations of no apprehensions of tulle hanging heavy 
great interest and intricacy ~ and in no on my hands. 
very probable manner, and by no great June 22.-This day, being Sur:day. 
meritofhisown,risil1gfi-ompovertyand the decks were all be.lutifulJy clean, 
obscurity to fame and great wealth, and having been well scrubbed ou tldturwlJ 
the enjoyment of the object of his affec- night. The awuing was spread ov",: 
tiOIlS. The other cha.racters, male and the quarter-deck, and the capstdn and 
female, arc mere sketches, but sketches sides of the vessel concealed and oroa
of great talent and vivacity. I like them mented with flags of diflerent nations. 
all, from the grave, courtly, senten- Chairs were set for the officers and 
tious, and tipsy old soldier, Lord Craw- passengers on the poop, and f(.und the 
fo,d, down to the good-llatured, stupid afterpart of the deck, and spars laid 
burghers of Liege, and the weeping across the remainder as seats for the 
and the laughing executioner. I would sailors, who attentled church in clean 
except, however, Hayraddin the'Bohe- shirts and trowsers, and well washed 
mian, ~hose sketch I think a complete and shaved. In the space between the 
failure; however ambitiously intended capstan and half-deck was a small table 
(and he seeIIlS"to have been a favourite set for me and the purser, who actt:d as 
with the author) he is a very tame clerk, and I read prayers, and preached 
compound of Meg l\ierrilies, of Honald one of my Hodnet Sermons, sliqhtly 
Mac Eagh in the" Le!?cnd of Montrose," altered, to a very attentive and orflerly 
of Pacolet in the ") lrate," and of the congregation, of altogether, I should 
dumb lady in the service of the Countess think, one hundred and forty persons. 
or Derby, as if a man, iu his ambition The awning made really a handsome 
after a new beverage, should pour wine, church, and the bight was a very pleasing 
whiskey, beer, and raspberry-vinegar one. 
into the same cup. And after all, Hay- .Tune 24. - This morning we were 
radllin, with all his talk abeut planets, roused, after a night of much vexatious 
palmistry, and atheism, does nothing rolling, by the intelligence that a sail 
but what a mere ordinary spy would was in sight, by which we might send 
have done as well, and what, if he had letters to England. 1 had some ready, 
been employed to do, he never would and finished others. She was pletty 
hlve attempted under the disadvantage close with ns at about eight j a small 
of any peculiarities of dress and manner. dark-sided brig, of very beautiful build, 

But though it is very easy to .find and with a British pendant, which made 
f:J.lllt with" Quentin Durward," it is de- her pa~s for a man-of-war, though. on 
ciJcdly better than many of Scott's later a nearer apIJroach, the ilpp3rent slo,en
works, nor is there any man now living liness of her equipment, and a crowd of 
but Walter Scott who could have written foreign and dirty-looking people on 
it. So ends tlle last critique that I shall, board, gave rise to various conjectures. 
ill all probability, compose for a long Captain Manning hoisted out one of his 
time to come! cutters with tcn oars, behhles tIte quarter-

On tlle 2ht we had ~he bame gentle master and tlle midshipman who com
'breeze, which, though now shifted to manded, a hUlld..,ome bO.lt, making', flom 
neady due north, answered our purpo~e the appearance of the nwn, and tlJ( ir 
cxtremel~ well. Our latitude this dJy discipline, a show little illfL'l ior to that 
at noon 'Was 48° 9', long. W. 7° 21'. of a Illan-()f-war. lIe sent our letkrs, 
The weather fine, though cruelly cold together with two neW~p:1p~I", llnd two 
for Midsummer. I wa.~ this mornin!! bottles of milk, R prc<eut ,\hich he sai!.l 
ellga~d by "Scor('~by's Voyage to ()Id would fairly pay lor the c.m I'I!:'· of our 
Greeh .... ld in J822," but I tiud two cir- tli'l':Itclws to England. Sllf' tllrned out 
CUlllstances for which, at spa, I was hy I to he a 1~.llmouth p.lcket, lline d.IYs out 
no means prepared :-that, namely, we of Li~holl, crowded \I ith ulif.'rrut ad
haw no grmt time for study j aud that H:utur~rs who hud voluutce.,.d their 
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services to the Spaniards and Portu- remained but a violent rolling lind 
guest', and were now returning dispirited pitching sea. 
Ilnd llisappointell. June 3o.-Two brigs wer~ seen iu 

About noon several porpoises were the ofling in the ~e course with our· 
St'en; and a remarkable fish passed the selves, one of which gained on us fast, 
ship, which some of the sailors called and overtook us about 3 P.M. She was 
II dt'vil-fish, others, I believe more cor- the Christiana, of Liverpool, in ballast. 
r .. 'Ctiy. a sun-fish. It was a very large bound for Bahia, and to touch at 1\1a
IUld nearly circular fiat-fish, with appa- deira by the way. An opportunity 
rently some rather vivid colours about thus offered of sending our letters to 
It, like those tints which are found in the latter place. and thence to England. 
the jelly-fish. It impelled itself forward The p~ of the ship would be no 
b) lashing the' water with its WI, and bad 'place for air, study, or recreation 
6wmn exactly on a level with the sur- (it 1S indeed used as such by mo~t of 
face. I at first thought that it was OUI' young writers and cadets), had it 
dead, but was soon satisfied to the con- not the terrible drawback of a vile 
trary. , The sailors seemed to regard ste:sch from the wretched imprisoned 
it as a curiosity. The afternoon was fowls, whose hen-coops cover it. Thefi(o 
cloudy, cold, and rainy, a bad summer's miserable birds suffer dreadfully for 
day in Bngland, and what I should the gratification ofoupluxury. Though 
have still less expected in the parallel less crowded on board the Gren'lille 
of Spain. than in most vessels of the kind, they 

JUlie 115.-W e had this day a con- lire eYeD here packed like bottl('s in a 
"id('lablc swell, with a foul wind, though r'dck, with harQly room to stir. 
not much of it. A grampus came close July2.-During the night we made 
to the ship, and lliayed round us for a somewhat better progress than we 
some tillle. In his apparent size he had done for a good while. The br('eze 
disappointed me, though everybody said continued to freshen from the N.E., and 
that if he had been on deck he would the day was pleasant. A vessel bound 
have measured fourteen or fifteen f<'ct. for London, thrce days from Funchal, 
He presented, as I should conceive, a passed us at dinner-time. We regretted 
complete miniature of a whale, blowing bitterly that we had sent our packett! 
out wawr in the some manner. J find, by the Christiana, and that we had 
;'ldc(>d, that Cuptdin Manning, and mObt (now that 80 Dlllch better an opportu
persons on board, suppose that the gram- nity occurred) notlling ready to de
pus is only a young whale; anotller, or ~patch; but it was not to be helped. 
the same gram pUR, in the course of the Captain Manning hailed the vessel, and 
day was seen chased by a group of por- asked her Master to rE'port at Lloyd's 
polses, and a real (or full grown) whale that he had spoken the Thomas Gren
WIIS also seen, but I was not then on ville in such a latitude, "all well," so 
deck. The wind sunk again before that this, at least, our friends will have 
evening; a numllCr of little birds, like the satisfaction of seeing in the ne" s
swallowR, continued flying on the sur- papers ere many days are over. My 
face of the water and piping. The wife's eyes swam with tears as this VI:S

seamen called them .. Mother Carey's scI passed us and ther!' were one \)r 
chickens," and said that a storm might two of theyoJng men who looked wish
be expl'cted. Accordingly, on the wind fully after it. For my own part I am 
rising a little after sunset, all hands but too well convinced that all my 
WE're called to take in the royal or upper firmness 'ltould go if I allilwed my [,elf 
top-gallant sails, and the company were to look back even for a moment. Yet, 
told off with a reference to the duties as I did not leave home and its bless
expected from them with more than ings without counting the cost, I do 
usual hurry. It blew hard aLout ten .not, and I tnlSt in God that I:::~l1 not, 
o'clock, and from two to three the storm regret the choice I have made. But 
1I"ILS regard(KI as serious. knowing how much others have given 

On the morning of the 26th nothing I up for my sake, should make me !loth 
B2 
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more studious to make the loss less to 
'them, and also, and above;;all, so to dis
charge ~y duty, that they may never 
think tliat these sacrifices have bef!u 
made in vain. 

Ju1!l3.-We made an excellent pro
~ess iluring the night. At about five 
tn the evening we saw Madeira on our 
lat'board bow. The horizon was' un
fortunately hazy, and the night shut in 
with clouds, otherwise we should, about 
au hour after, have had a fine view of 
the land at about twenty miles' distance 
on the beam, As it was we could 
barely distinguish its outline through 
the mist; but the very sight of land, 
and the sense of progress which it wm
municatell, were very exhilarating, and 
kept us an on deck till it was quite dark.. 
During this ev~:lling the gale and the 
sea had continued to increase; some of 
the cabins on the gun-deck had shipped 
water;. Mr. Burnet predicted unoom
fortable· weather j al!ld the capt am, 
though he did not shorten sail, gave 
orders to have all the lower ports se
cured. 'We went to bed, therefore, not 
unprepared for a little tossing, though 
certainly not for all that followed. The 
wind was high during the night, antI 
the swell more than commensurate, and 
our furniture, though we had secured 
it with unusual care, seemed alive. 
The moon, during the latter part of the 
ni~ht, was cIl'ar, and the view of the 
fbllowing surge from the cabin win
dows was very majestic j hut to enjoy 
it, it was necessary to hold hard with 
IYlth hands. 

.luly 4.-The gale and tossing con
tinued all the forenoon; complaints of 
IIleeplessness, broken heads and shins, 
were universal; and we were only 
comforted by the assurance that we had 
!'Cl'lI, probably, the 'forst of the ship's 
I'olling, and that, even ~If the Cape of 
Good lIope, nothing more than this 
was rem,onably to be appre1tended. Our 
progress tli'o was very cheerillg. Our 
run during the last twenty-four hours 
was computed at 200 miles, and our 
Jatitude at twelve was :31° 10'. 'A 
JIl~P-Nothing ver.., material 0c

curred this day, excepting that some 
t\)i\lg-fi~h began 10 be seeu round U~, 
but of &0 small a sort, that, though they 

were numerous, it was a long time bl:'
fore I could distinguish them from the 
spray among which they fluttered. 

Jul! 5.-We hat! Divine Service, 
and I read a sermon on the Epistle for 
the day.* I did not feel quite sure 
whether the subject were too difficult 
for the major part of my audien~ or 
no. But I thought its discussion might, 
at all events, be serviceable to the edu
eated part of my bearers, and I did not 
despair of making myself understood 
by the crew. I am Inclined to hope 
that I succeeded with many of them. 
All were very attentive, and the petty 
officers, more particularly, heard me 
with great apparent interest. I am, on 
the whole, more and more confimled in 
the opiuion which Horsley has ex
pressed in olle of his Sermons, that a 
theological argument, clearly btated, 
and stated in terms derived from the 
ancient English langua$e exclusively, 
will generally be both mtelligible and 
interesting to the lower classcs. They 
do not want acuteness or thl:' power of 
attending; it is their vocabulary only 
which is confined, and if' we addre~s 
them in such words as they understand, 
we may tell them what truths we plea~e, 
and reason with them as subtilely as 
weean. 

The flying-fish to-day were more nu
merous aud lively. They rose in whole 
flights to the right and left of tlle tow, 
fl};ng off in different directions, as if 
the vast hody of the ship alarmed aud 
disturbed them. Others, however, at 
a greater distance, kept rising and faU
ing without any visible caURe, and, ap
parently, in the gladlless of thi!ir hearts, 
and in order to enjoy the sunshine ami 
the temporary change of element. Cer
taillly there was no appearance or pro
bability of any lut'ger fil-.ll heing in pur
snit of even one hundredth part of these 
which we saw, nor were there any 
birds to endanger their flipht; and 
those writers who d"'icril>e the Ii fe of 
these animals as a COllstant EUcc('bsion 
of alarms, and rendered IlIiserable by 
fear, have ne· ... er, I conceiw, ~l',n tll.:m 
in their mirth, or cOllsidt:!red tl!0~(> na
tural feelillbs of health unJ hibrity 

• Sixth SunJa~ oJtn Trilli!}. 
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which seem to lead all creatures to July 13.-We had Divine service 011 
exert, in mere li~htness of heart, what- deck this moming. A large shoal of 
ever bodily powers the Creator has dolphins were playing round the ship, 
given them. It would be just as' rea- and I thought it right to ir:lerfere to 
80nable to say that a lamb leaps in a check the harpoons and fishing-hooka 
meadow for fear of being bitten by ser- of some of the crew. I am not strict in 
pents, or that a horse gallops round his my notions of what is called the Chris
pasture only because a wolf is at his tian Sabbath; but tlle wanton destruc
hrels, as to inft!r from the flight of tion of animaIlife seems to be precisely 
these animals that they are always pur- one of those U'w/is by which the sane. 
sued by the Lonito. tity and charity of our w~kly feast 

Julg S.-The sun was now fairly to would be profaned. The seamen took 
the north of us, and our trade-wind, mr reproof in good part, and left the 
though light, was steady. One of the DllZeIl. chains where they had been pre
sailors, a lad about seventeen, was ac- viously watching for their prey. I 
cused of having, in wanton cruelty, trust that the7 will have other and het
stabbed and cut a sbeep so severely that ter., opportunuies of amusement j this 
it bled to death. He had been cleaning was a truly torrid day. 
knives near the sheep-pen, and the ani- Julg15.-A hot and elos~ day, with 
mal was found in this condition shortly much swell, and littlr, or no wind. The 
after. Ill' protested his innocence, and sails flapped dismally; the foretop-sail' 
said the sheep had thrown down a was Eplit j and I saw with intere~t the 
board on whlch the knives were laid. dextelity of the sail-maker in repairing 
This story was a lame one; but, with the damage w~out unbinding it from 
a very praiseworthy moderation, Cap- the yard. The evening was such as to 
taiu Manning merely ordered him for portend hoth rain and wind, and one of 
the present into confinement, till the ilie men at the helm said that .. h<! 
l.usincss could he more accuralely in- hoped it would blow its hardest," ~o 
quil'cd into. It is, he says, his general weary were the sailors of this dull and 
rule, Rlld the rule of most captains in uninteresting weatller. Lat. 9" 50', 
the Company's service, never to punish In tlle course of iliis day some of the 
,,1thout a regular trial, or wiiliout some seamen went round to solicit subscrip
pausc illtcrwnin~ between the accusa- tious from those who had not yet passed 
tion Rnd he inqUlry. the line. They showed considerable 

July 9.-The boy's trial came on, anx.iety for any decayed finery which 
but he was discharged for want of sufti- the ladies might supply them witll, as 
dent e\idcnce, with a suitable admoru- decorations for Amphitrite j and I was 
tion. The day was fine. We were on amused to learn that they had a copy 
deck the greater part of the morning, of" Tooke's Pantheon." which iliey 
having transferred our lIindoostanee were diligently consulting, in order to 
lecture thither. Our course continues make their costume as like as possible 
8Outh-wt'ht; our latitude 20° 57', longi- to the authentic dress and equipment of 
tude 2-1'0 32'. The favourable breeze the classical Nl'ptune and his family. 
almost beeame a gale towards night; Ju1:J IS.-The night was very blus
but we had less rolling than on former tering and rainy, and the motion of the 
occasions. vessel unpl€'lSaut. Our progress, how-

Jut!! ll.-A flying-fish fell on deck ever, continued rapid, and the win\! 
this morning, and I examined it with favourable. A sail was, about tm, 
much interest. The form and colours sel:'n a-head, steering the<Jsame C()urstl 
are not unlike a herring'lI, with the ad- with ourselves. 011 nearing her she 
dition of the two long filmy fillS which showed Danish colollr~. Captain Man
support the aninlaI in its short flights. ning expressed some little surprise at 
This. however, was, as we were as- this meeting. The Dani~h? fiJg. he 
sllrl'd, a very small spl'Cimen, not ex.- said, WIIS almost unknown- 1D IUlUa. 
ecedinjt the size of a small fparling or whither, apparently, this vessel \\as 
smelt. I ~u:,d, The Danes haye indeed a no-
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minal factory aud a consul at Seram
pore; but what little commerce is car
l'ied on is in the ships of od;ier nations. 
In the lnrbour of Calcutta (and no 
large vessels mount so high as Scram
pore) he had never seen the Danish 
flag. This seems strange, considering 
how long the Danes have been in pos
session not ouly of Serampore, but of 
Trauquebar. The Swedish flag, he said, 
was never seen in the Indian saas. I 
have been pleased, in my different con
versations with our officers concerning 
foreign seamen, to find that the Ameri
can sailors bear a better character now 
with those of our own country than 
I had wlderstood, or than they really 
used to do. They are not so grievou'Sly 
adJicted to lying as they were once 
said to be. They' have less animosity 
against the EngliSi't than formerly, and 
their character seems to have recovered 
its natural English tone. One of the offi
cers spoke well of their comll1ct even 
during the late war. • A Company's 
~hlp, he said, on board which he "Was 
s~rving, had a number of American 
prisoners to take home, who, for the 
additional allowance of provisions usnal 
ou such occasions, undertook to assist 
ill navigating the ship. In iliis situa
tion they behaved extremely well, and, 
at leDInh, when a vessel, supposed to 
be an American, hove in sight, and an 
aetiou was expected, they c::tme forward 
in a bocly to desire to be sent below, 
being equally resolved neither to fight 
against their country, nor to break their 
faith with their captors. All the offi
cers agreed in speaking very ill of the 
French, and of their conduct towards 
their prisoners. This last they de
scribed as being, in the highest degree, 
brutal and ungenerous. They said, 
tOll, that it was the fault of the private 
seamen more than of the 05cers. The 
latter would often have been kinder, 
had it lain in their power, to the Eng
lish than thew usually were; but tltey 
could not prevent their men from in
sulting and abusing them, pilfering 
their provisions and "Water, spitting and 
pilnring J.11th ou them through ilie 
gratings, and, "Whenever an opportunity 
offered, heating and throwing things at 
tb.em. Au Englishman on board a 

French ship, they said, was al" ave 
half-starved, and abominahly treated, 
and they spoke of the national temper, 
as shown in their seamen, as utterly 
unkind, unchristian, and unmanly. 
This is a sad picture, but they who 
gave it me were neither intercbtod in 
speakin~ untruly, nor, that I could per
ceive, mclined to judge harshly of 
others. How far tlle character of the 
uneducated French in general Inay 
have suffered under the influence ofthe 
Revolution and its consequences, or 
what circumstances may operate to 
depress tlle character of their sea
men below the rest of the nation, my 
informants had not the means of judg
ing. 

July 20. - To-day, notwithstanding 
some threatening appearances in the 
morning, we had our usual prayers and 
sermon. During the former I found 
that sea-knees were necessary, as well 
as sea-legs, since the vessel was so 
much on one side, that, while kneeling 
011 a chair (which I was obliged to do 
rather than on the deck, in order that 
my congregation might hear me), I had 
some difficulty in keeping either my~clf 
or my support from going to leeward. 
The afternoon and evening were plea
sant, but though the congregation at 
church was very ~ood. th~re were 
many absentees at dlDner. Two large 
brown birds, which the sailors bald 
were" boobies," flew some time round 
the ship this evening. I tegan to-day 
translating St. John's Gospel into Hill-
doostanee. . 

Jnly22.-The day was pleasant and 
the night beautiful, just such an olle as 
a poet or a painter would wish to de
scribe or represent at sea. I was 
pleased, while looking over Gilchrist's 
guide, with a little Ode b~ Koodrut, of 
which the following is an lmitation:-

Ambition's voiee was in my ear, she "hi ... 
per'd vesterday, 

.. Howgootllyi. the Idntl.ofRoom, how "ide 
the RUs...,lan .:;\\ay! 

How bl"",t to conquer either realm, IIwl 
rl\.eIl throll~h lIfe to come. 

LnU'd bv the harp" mp\o(\}()US stnn,,:, 
chf:f/.r'd by the norfhern drum!" 

But '\'l'.doln hfoard! "0 ~ otl1h/' she ')l:{}'i,J, 
u in pas~ion''1 rt:~tter tled, 

o come ann flJ,pe a ~ight" Jth me shall cure 
tlwa of thy pflde I" 
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She led me to a lonelv dell, a sad ami shady 
ground, 

Where m~ny al1 ancient sepulchre gleam'd 
in the moon-shine rOllnd. 

And." H~re Seellnder .leeps," ahe crled;
f' this: is hIS rival's stone; 

And here the mighty ch",' rceli,}e. ,,110 
rear'd the MedIan throne. 

Inquire of t~.e. doth aught of all their an
CIent pomp rematn 

Save late re"ret, and bItter telLrS for evet 
and it; vain .:1 • 

Return. return, and In thy beart .. ngraven 
kee'p my lore ; 

Th. Ie .... ' "'''Allh, the liltllter loAd,-small 
blame betide. tile 'poot.N 

The last two lines are not in the 
original, which I thought, though per
haps I was wrong, ended too abruptly 
without some such moral.. My little 
Emily will probably know, betbre she 
reads the above, that" Room" is the 
Oriental name for the Turkish empire; 
-that "Secunder" is Alexander the 
Gl'cat,-and that the founder of- the 
Median throne Is Ky-kaoos, or Deioces. 

.ltd!J 25.;-To-day the first or intro
ductory part or the ceremony usual on 
passing the line took place. Soon. 
after dark Neptune's boat was supposed 
to approach the ship, of which notice 
was gwen, in the regular form, to the 
officer on watch. A sailor from the 
fore-ehains, in It dismal voice aggra
"sled by a speahlng--trumpe~ hiltled 
Captain Munmng as if from the sea, 
'and after a shott conversation carried 
bn with becoming gravity, Neptune 
wus supposed to take his leave, and a 
barrel, with a lighted candle in it, 'Was 
sent off from the fore-chains to .repre
sent his bout dropping .astern. .1 was. 
much struck by the time during 'lVhich 
this continued visible at intervals, ris
ing and sinking on the swell, till it was, 
at least, two miles 9lstant; aniJ I grew 
tired of watching it. Our latitude was 
this day ,2°10' N. Several large birds 
were seen, which we ''lVere told were 
II tropic birds." _ . 

- Jul!l 26.-To-ruiy we passed the line, 
and ilie greater part of it was spent in 
the mummelies usual on such-occasions, 
-wbich went off very well and in' good
humour. The :passengers were not 
liable to the usual interrogatories and 
shaving, but the male part of them 
tonk their share in the splashing and 
Yetting, whlol). made up the main fun 

2 

of these naval saturnalia.. I WUlt a 
good deal surprised at tl\e contrivance 
exhibited by the lDlUlqueraders in dress:. 
ing out (with heJp of a 1ittl~ oakum 
and paint, a few tish-~kins and 'aecayeJ 
finery) the 'Various characters, of r-; "p
tune, Amphitrite. Mercury, Triton, &c.,. 
with far more attention to classical cos
tuble than I expected. With the dis
ttnce and usual aids of a tllC3tre, th\! 
show would not have be('n contemptible, 
while there was, as might be suppoot'd, 
a sufficient mixture of the ludicrous to 
suit the purposes of fun and (aricature. 

Jul!J27.-We had again prayersaud 
ajlennpn. 

Ju1!J 28.-0ur PJ;ogress continued 
rapH and «'lur course favourable. The 
latitude to-day was 4° 4()' S. The nigh t 
was very beautiful; and from\)Ur bltU

ation on the globe wlbohad the oppor
tunity of seeing many of the most cou- -
siderable constellations of beth hemi
spheres. Those of the northern heaven 
fall far short of tlle other in number and 
brilliancy; eyen the cross, for which I 
bad looked with much earnestne~s of 
expectation, and in which I had long 
taken a sort of romantic interest, ill 
I;)either extensive nor conspicuot\s ex~ 
oept from the compP.rative paucity of 
its neighbours. The Greilt Deal' still 
(though t>n the verge, instead of being 
at thtl summit· of the skI) retains its 
splendid pre-eminence over the whole 
host of heaven: The Pole Star has 
disappeared. 'I'he Magellahlc clouds 
are not yet visible. -

W,e have now~ been six weeks un 
boam. How little did '[ dream, at this 
time last year, that I should eyer be in 
my present situation I ,How str'dI1ge it 
now seems to recollect the interest 
which I used .to take in all which re
lated to Southern seas and distant re
gionS, to India aqd its oceans, to Aus
tralasia and ~lynesia I . I used to faney 
I should like to visit them, but tha t I 
eyer should' be able to. do ~o. neWT 
occurred to me. Now thct I shall see 
many ofthcse countries, if life ~ spared 
to .me, seeIllS not impl'obabJe. ·God, 
grant that my conduct in the seen('s to 
which He has appointed m~ay he 
s~h as to conulice to His glory, anti to 
mY'own salvation through his Son I 
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Jui!! 30.-0ur progress again good. 
The weather eontinues pltasant and 
remarkably 0001 for tile latitude. The 
wind brisk and sea roilgh. The even
ings nih shut in very soon; and even 
at tea it is necessary to have the lamps 
lighted in the cuddy. 

Jul!l 31.-Our latitude this day was 
12° 54'. A fine run, and one of the 
longest which Captain Manning re
members Dmking in this part of the 
voyage. Yet, which is remarkable, 
aU the vessels, the track of which is 
pricked on his great chart, appear to 
ha,-e made their longest run nearly in 
the same latitude. Captain Manning 
thinks that the strength of the wind in 
this particular part of the ocean is ~.cca
sioned by th~ projection of South Ame
rica, ana-the rarefied state of the air 
over so large a blct of land within the 
tropics. 

August I.-The wind became very 
high towards night, and the main top
gallant sail was split in pieces. Two 
circumstances struck me as remarkable 
this evening. First, that when the 
gale grew strong about sunset, the sky 
was clear in the wind's eye, while to 
leeward of us came a very heavy bank 
of clouds, which retained its figure and 
position as steadily as if it were land. 
The second, that, every now and then, 
there was a total cessation of wind, a 
IlIll, as the seamen called it, for two or 
three minutes, after which the gale 
revived with more vehemence. Both 
these features were pointed out to me 
as indications of the gale being likely 
to' continue for some time, and to be 
serious. We have, however, reason to 
be thankful, that except a good deal of 
to~sing, no harm occurred; nOl" did the 
~ale illcrca~e to such a degree as to 
hecome alarming to those who 'were 
least accustomed to the se~. 

August 3.-Our day again fine, and 
the gale at fir~t hardly exceeded a stiff' 
breeze. In the course of the afternoon, 
'bowewr. th"e wind again rose. The 
sea was very high, and the motion of 
the ship great and troublesome, pitch
ing, rolling, and performing all sorts 
of man<c~r(!8. 'Ve assembled to pray
ers at half-past t('n o'clock with some 
aitlicul ty; the crew rul stood in COll:.e-

quence of the inconvenience of arrang
ing the ~pars as usual, and I therefore 
made the service shcrter. Im.tead of' 
a Sermon, J gave notice of a Commu
nioll for the following Sunday j and. 
in a short address, enforced the pro
priety and necessity of attendance on 
that ordinance, and answering difficul
ties, &c. The nights are now com
pletely dark by six o'clock. 

AUF 4-8.-1 do not think that 
anything very material has occurrtd 
during these days. The wind has va
ried in our favour, and is now N.B. by 
E., which enables us to make 11 good 
deal of' easting, and our course is re
garded as a very good one. OLr pro
gress through the water has been rapid; 
at an average, during the last three 
days, of seven and a half knots an hour, 
and to-day ft-equently ten and eleven. 
The motion is, of course, considerable, 
but the weather is very delightful. Yes
terday was downright lJIarch weather, 
while to-day has all the freshness, 
mildness, and beauty of an English 
May. Great numbers of birds are Sl'en 
round the ship, and we are told that, 
as we approach the Cape, their num
bers will increase daily. Those called 
"Cape Pigeons" are very pretty, no~ 
unlike the land bird the name of which 
they bear, and which they are said to 
resemble in flavour. For these last 
three days, the existence or non-exi&t
enee of the island of Saxenberg has 
beeu a frequent topic or conversation. 
Captain Manning and his officers evi
dently incline to the affirmative, on the 
ground that it is more probable that a 
small isle, a. little out of the ~ual 
track, should have escaped general no
tke, than that three ditferent captains 
of vessels should have told a deliberate 
fldlsehood without any apparent motiv~. 
That a brig sent out to aw"rtain the 
fact should have fdiled ill making the 
discovery, they do not regard as at all 
extraordinary. They quote repeated 
inl'tances of vessels from India h:\" ing 
f,uled to find St. Helena; and I thiuk 
I can perceh'c that tlley do n(,t rate 
the nautical ~cience of' mallY comilluml
er, in tht· Navy '\Cry hillh1y. They 
adlnit, ho" ever, th.lt if t:'ax( J,1t:rg 
lslaud cxu.ts at all, it must be eet duwn 
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'wrong ill all the charts, and in the 
reckonings of its pretended discoverers; 
and that if ever met with again, it must 
be by accident. This, they say, will 
be the less likely, because delusive ap
pearances of land are 60 common 1Il 

these latitudes of the Atlantic, that a 
real island, if seen, would be very likely 
to pass, among the rest, as a fog-bank, 
while the prevailing winds generally 
confine vessels to one or the other of 
two courses, aecording as they are out
ward or homeward bound; so that, in 
fdct, abundance of unexpillred room 
still exists, and is likely to exist, in the 
southern Atlantic, for two or three such 
islands as this is represented to be. 
Captain Manning says that he always, 
if he finds himself at aU near the sup
posed situation, keeps a good look-out. 
He says that all the older charts, par
ticuhttly the Dutch, abound in islets, 
rocks, and shoals, the very existence 
of which is now more than doubtful. 
Some of these dan~rs he con('eiv~ to 
have been fog-banks, some to have been 
a repetition of those named elsewhere, 
but of which the site had been mis
taken; others, however, he thinks, were 
pious frawls, inserted on purpose to 
make young mariners look about 
them. 

August 9.-This morning I saw, or 
thought I saw, a common white sea
gull, a bird in whieh 1 could hardly 
be mistaken, and which, in size and 
other respects, suffieiently differs from. 
the Cape pigeons. It, however, rarely 
goes far from land, and is therefore 
con&idered as a presumption that Saxen
berg really exists somewhere in the 
llt'ighbourhood. 1\"01' is this all: one 
of the crew saw this morning a piece 
of sea-weed, and two of the passengers 
a large crab, both equally strong evi
drnces of such a vicinity. From that 
vicinity, ho",ever, we are fast proceed
ing; and this, if Saxenberg exists, is 
probably all that we shall see of it. 
While such a topic, however, was under 
discussion, we almost overlooked (what 
else would have drawn general atten
tion) that the first albatross which we 
have seen made its appearance to-day, 
6:,ilillg majestically around us on its 
wide dusky wings, unqucstionablyone 

of the largest birds which I ever saw. 
During these last two nights the mo
tion of the vessel was so violent as to 
throw my cot ffr beyond ;:m usual 
bounds, against the cabin-lockers and 
chest of drawers. After several rude 
shocks of this kind, I unhooked and 
stretched it on the deck; but even 
there, the inclination of the ship was 
such, that I had some difficulty in 
keeping myself and my bed from part
ing company, and slipping or roiling 
to leeward. 

AI/gust IO.-Last night I again slept 
on the fioor, and passed it still more 
uncomfortably than on former o('ca
sioll~ insomuch _that I almost deter
mine<l rather to run the risk of blows 
and bruises aloft, than to enCC!lIlter the 
discomforts of the nelomethod. This 
morning, however, ilie wind bec;tme 
again moderate, and I finished and 
preached my sermon, and, afterwards, 
administered th" sacrament to about 
twellty-six cr twenty-st'Vcn persons, in
cluding all the ladies on board, the 
captain, and the greater part of th~ 
under officers and male passengers, but, 
alas! only three seamen.· This last 
result disappointed me, since I had 
hoped, from their attention to my ser
mons, and the general decency of their 
conduct and appearance, that more 
would have attended. Yet, when I 
consider how great difficulty I Lave 
always found in bringing men of the 
same age Ilnd rank to the sacrament at 
Hodnet, perhaps I have no reason to 
be surprised. On talking with one ot 
the ULtder officers in the evening, he 
told me that more would have staid it 
they had not felt shy, and been afraid 
of excitiDg the ridicule of their com
panions, The same feeling, I find, 
kept one at least, and perhaps more, of 
the young ca.eets and writers a.way, 
though of these there were only two or 
three absentees, th" large majority 
joining in the ceremony wit3 a serious
ness which greatly pleased and im
pressed me. And the same may be 
said of all the midshipmen who were 
old enough to receive it.-OIJf of tIle 
young cadets expressed his regret to 
me that he had not been confirmed, but 
hoped that I should give him an opror-
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tunity soon after our arrival at Cal
cutta. On th~ whole. the result of the 
experiment (for such it "'as CQnsidered) 
has bel'u most satisfactory; and 1 
ought to be, and I hope am, very grate~ 
ful for the attention which I receive, 
and the opportunities of doing good 
which seem to be held out to me. I 
am the more so, because Mr. B-
had, a few days before, predicted that 
I should have not above one or two 
communicants at most; and added, as 
a sort of apology for himself, that he 
was brought up in the Church of Sco~ 
land, and therefore held all ceremonies 
superfluous and unavailing. I re
mmded him that his church and mine 
agreed in the efficacy and necessity of 
occasioDflly receiving the Communion, 
but the conversation went no further. 
Possibly he m~nt that the forms re~ 
quirt!d by the Church of England, 
where they differ from those of Scot
land, were such as he did not approve 
of. If so, as I have -ceason to believe 
that many persons, both in Scotland 
and on the Continent, have strange 
notions of our ceremonies, his having 
been an accidental spectator of them 
(for he was on the poop all the time) 
may remove some of his prejudices. 
I observed, indeed, that many of the 
seamen, though they did not join us, 
looked on after they had left the quar
ter-deck with much seeming interest, 
and I almost hope, that if another o~ 
portunity oocurs before our landing in 
Bengal, more will attend. Of the 
young men who did attend, I was 
happy to observe that they had all 
religIOUS books in their hands in the 
course of the evening, and that they 
appeared, indeed, much impressed. 

How different is the treatment which 
I meet with in the exercise of my duties 
on ship-board from that.,pf which l\Iar~ 
tyn* complains! A great change, in-

deed. as every Lody tt!lIs me, has, since 
his time. occurred in the sybtt'm ofa spa 
life. Most commanders of vesslls are 
nowauxious to keep up, at least, tlH~ a~ 
pearance of religion among their nwn; 
and, in many cases, the danger is ~aid 
to be, not from neglect, but fanati
cism. To this the custom (which is 
now extremely common both in the 
navy and the merchant service) of 
pra!fer meetings among the crew, where 
each, in turn: delivers an extempore ad. 
dress to the Almighty. must greatly con· 
tribute; and I hardly know whether a 
custom (however well meant, and how
ever comfortable, and often most edify
ing to men thrown into clo~e contact 
with each other, surrounded by dangers 
and hardships, and removed from all 
regular ministry of the Gospel) has not 
these benefits counterbalanced, by the 
self~onceit, the enthusiasm, an<! divi
sions in faith and doctrine which may 
arise from it. Yet the practice, after 
all, is one which none could venture to 
forbid, and the dangers of which may 
be materially abated by Fnpplying these 
good men with some better guides to 
devotion than their own extemporane
ous invention-and, still more, by a re
gular performance of Divine service ac~ 
cording to the English Liturgy. wher~ 
ever and whenever this is possible. On 
board the Grenville, though the men art! 
extremely orderly, no prayer meetil1,l1s 
have been yet thought of, nor, for the 
reasons which I have mentioned, do I 
wish for them. The men, however, are 
extremely well supplied with Bibles, 
Prayer ~ books, and religious tracts, 
which many of them read aloud to their 
less educated messmates every evening. 
'l'he boys sent by the Marine Society 
have regular instruction in the Scri~ 
tures every day; and the schoolmaster, 
Peacock, is an excellent man, who, I 
have reason to believe, does much good 
among hi& me~smates, and is wry assi
duous and intelligent in teaching tho:;e 
who are immediatelv llnder his care. 
Of Captain Manning "hinl;;df I had pre
viollsly heard an excellent character, 

* Henry'fattyn went out to India, It. chap
lain on the flen~al EstablIshment, In the VPIU' 

1803. He translated the Tpstament and Ik,ok 
orc~mmon Prayer into Uindoostanee i andon 
finding that the existing tran~latlOn of the 
rormer Into l'ersian was untlt for general use, 
he und.ellllook R joutney into Persia, and, "ill! He di~d AI Toeat, on hi. ,,'tllTn to ,,;ngland, in 
the asslslance of some mtellll:ent natives, com· the "e"r 1~12. A memnlr of hh hr", \\Ith hi. 
pleted " new version ot the Te.tampnt, and I journal. h ... )"'en Flluh.hed bv the Uev. Joan 
alao uansla~d tlle.I'salmi into that language. ~argent.-E[). . 
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and find everything true which had 
been reported. 

August ll.-We had a good night, 
and a smooth though rapid progress. I 
had the happiness of hearing. for the 
first time, my dear little Emily repeat 
a part of'the Lord's Prayer, which her 
mother has been, for some days past, en
gaged in teaching her. May lie, who 
.. from the mouth of babes and suck
lings" can bring forth His praise, in
spire her heart with everything pure 
and holy, and grant her grace betimes, 
both to understand and love His name I 

After writing ont my usual transla
tion, I occupied myself during tbe morn
ing in mastering, by help of Gilchrist's 
preposterously arranged vocabulary, 
some of the Hindoostanee poetry in his 
"Guide." I have thus more and more 
C'-Ouvineed myself that what is called 
the florid Eastern style is chiefly to be 
fonnd in translations, and that the cha
racteristics of the originals are often 
rather flatness and vapidity, than exu
berance of ornament. But I really feel 
my liking for these studies increase as, 
by progress, they become less difficult. 
Thls is, however, too early a day for me 
to form any fixed opinion on either Hin
doo or Persian literature. 

August 14.-We passed some sea
weed this morning, which was consi
derf.'d as a singular and perplexing pc
currenct', since 110 Saxenberg was ever 
suspected in our present neighbourhood. 
It probably came from Tristan d' Acun
ha. Several wbales, some of them of a 
1 arj!t' size,played round the ship for above 
half an hour. Iobtained avery favour
able view of one of them, which struck 
me from its perfect resemblance to the 
~ampus which I had seen before, both 
In shape and the colour and smoothness 
of its skin. The water which it blew 
through its nostrils appeared in a form 
something different from what I had ex
pected. I had imagined, I hardly know 
why, that it was to be a small high slen
der jet-d'cau, whereas it escaped in a 
thick white cloud, like the steam from 
an engine, and with pretty nearl1 the 
salDe lIoise. 1 was pleased to witness 
the apparent happiness of these poor 
"lIimals, which wert' supposed to be two 
old ones with one or more young, and 

rejoiced dlat no southern whalt'r was in 
~ight. While we were gazing at these 
leviathans, olle of the midshipmell 
caught a sea-bird on a hook j n was 
said to be a .. Cape-hen" (I believe a 
gaunet), a little, larger than a large 
goose, with brown glossy feathprs, large 
white eyes with black pupils, a broad 
yellow bill, very slender legs, broad 
webbed feet, and long wings resembling 
those of a. kite. h bled a little, bnt 
seemed very slightly injured by the 
hook. When set down on the deck, it 
looked round without any lll!pearance 
of fear, but endeavoured in vam to rise, 
its wings being too long to admit of its 
doing so from a pla.in and solid surface. 
Mr. Gfesley took a drawing of it, after 
which it was, by the uuanimous I'J)nst'nt 
of the spectators, retu1'lled in safety to 
the sea. During its coiitinuance on 
deck, it bad shown marks of sickness, 
which Captain Manning said these birds 
geuerally did in such a situation; and 
even when in the "water it seemed for 
some tilDe a Ii ttle langnid. By degrees, 
however, it began to ply its web-feet 
and wings at thll same tilDe, and scudded 
rapidly over the surface of the calm sea, 
mth a motion between flying and swim
ming. Nothing can be more genial than 
the climate of this day, or more resem
bling a fine May morning in England. 
The month, however, answers to onr 
February; so that we may yet look 
for some bitter March winds before we 
shall have passed the Cape. In the 
evening anothE'l' bird, of appearance 
nearly similar to the foregolDg, but 
smaller, and with a more crooked beak, 
was caught, hut, less fortunate than the 
other, was killed for the sake of having 
his skin stuffed. This last seems to be 
the bird called the sea-parrot. 

August 15.-Another fine nigllt. The 
wind has gone c~siderably astern of us. 
and studdillg sails are set on the fore
mast. Lat. 350 20'. east long. 10 54'. 
Last night I believe we all, thought 
lDuch of home, as we passed (which 0c

curred at about nine 0' clock) tlle meri
dian of Greenwich. It ",as a pleasing. 
though almost painful tasj{, to figur.· to 
oursdv('s the different employmenb of 
our friends in different IJlaces in Eug
land. God bless them t While our miudll 
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were thus occupied, a chance appeared 
to have been drawing tlear of communi
catiIl~ with them soouer than we ex
peete!! A vessel this morning came in 
sight, which Captain Manning appre
hended to be bound to the Cape. Every
body went in all haste to finish or write 
their letters. I had already a huge 
packet accumulating. We came up 
with the stranger about three o'clock; 
she showed English colours, and proved 
to be a brig belonging to the Mauritius, 
and bound thither, sixty-four days from 
Bourdeaux. Captain Manning sent a 
boat on board, with the purser, partly 
to learn whether she was to touch at 
the Cape, partly to try to purcha~e some 
claret. Major Sackville and I went in 
her. eur visit was of use to the crew, 
. both as Captl\ip Manning sent them the 
true longitude, which they had not got 
by more than two degrees, and lUI we 
undertook the Cf\re of a p!l(:ketof letters 
which they wished.,to forward to Cal
cutta. They were not to stop at the 
Cape, so that our packets tumed out to 
have been made up in vain. The Gren
ville looked Tcry well when her stern 
was toward us. Sbe is really a fuJe 
"essel, and looks like a fifty-gun ship of 
war; she has completely established 
her character for fast sailing, having 
fairly distanced every vessel which she 
has fallen in with, except the Chris
tiana, whom we spoke off Madeira, and 
who was so much favoured by the light 
wind and other circumstances, as to 
make her superior progress no cause of 
wonder. I am glad of this on all ac
counts, as it not only expedites our voy
age, but makes our kind-hearted rap
tain completely happy. The weather 
continues beautiful. On returning to 
the Grenville I saw my little girl at 
one of the cabin windows, who showed 
great delight in reco~ising me. She 
had been much distressed at seeing me 
~() off in the boat, and twice began cry
mg. Ali this, which, I trust, may be 
considrred as indications both of intel
ligence and affection, interests me 50 
much that I cannot help writing it 
down, in the hope that I may read it 
with increased interest and pleasure one 
day when her matured good qualities 
may fulfil the present hopes of her pa-

rents, aud give those parents a daily in
creasing motive for gratitude to IIim 
who bas lent her to them. Dear little 
thing! I did not suppose, before I pos
sessed her, how clo.ely a child of her 
age can entwine it.~df round the heart 

I have been reading Hindoostallee to 
myself, and this morning finished the 
following translation of one of the 
poems in Gilchrist's • Hindoostanee 
Guide.' From his Paraphrase, I can
not say I derived any great as~istance. 
I have, however, endeavoured to be 
more faithful than he has been, though 
the ... rube rube" of th';! original is, I 
I admit, untranslateable, and only to 
be imitated ala: off. 

SONNET BY THE LATE N A WAll OF 
DUDE, ASUF un nOWLA • 

In tb08e eyea the teaH that @"li.ten as in 
pity tor my pain, 

A.re they j(ems, or only dPw drops? caR 
they, will they, long remam? 

Why thy strength or tyrant beauty thu!, 
with seeming ,uth. r"8uam? 

Better breathe my last before th~e, than 10 
lingering grief remain I 

To yon Planet, Fate has given every lnclnth 
to \\ax and \\ane; 

A.nd-thy "orld oCblushmg bril'htne..-eao 
It, win it, long remain? 

Health and youth in halmy moisture on thy 
cheek their seat maintain; 

But-th .. dew that steeps the r08e bud-<'an 
it, will it, long remain? • 

AsuIl "hy in mournful numbers, ot tbine 
absenee thl1s complain? 

Chance had joined us, chance has pArted 1-
~ nought on earth can long remain .. 

In the world mayst thOll, heloved! livo 
exempt from grief and pain I 

On my lips the breath i8 JleetJfJg,-c.n it, 
It ill it, long remain? 

AI/gust 17. - Read prayers and 
preached. The sea was tOO high to 
allow the men to sit down, or the aW:1-
ing to be hoisted, and it was extremely 
cold, a thorough English Mareh morn
ing. Our rnn since yesterl\ay has been 
234 miles. Lat. 35° 23', eabt long. 
llo 6'. 

August IS.-The ~ame breeze, which 
has now incn'ased to what sean)en call 
a stro/lg gale, with a Jlig:h rolling SCJ 

from the li'outh-west. ]juili Yt'''tel'daT 
and to-day we hllw had the opportunity 
of seeing no insufficu:nt sl!c('il!l~u uf 
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th06e gigantic waves of which I have 
c>ften heard as prevalling in these lati
tudes. In it weaker vessel, and witb 
less confidence in our officers and crew, 
they would be alarming as well as aw
ful and sublime. Dut, in our case, seen 
lIS tbey are from a strong and well-found 
ship, in fine clear weather, and with 
good sea-room, they constitu~ a mag
nificent spectacle, which may be con
templated with unmixed pleasure. I 
have hardly been able to leave the deck, 
liO much have I enjoyed it, and my wife, 
who happily now feels very little in
convenience t\ om the motion, has ex
pressed the same feelings. The deep 
blue of the sea, the snow-white tops of 
the waves, their enormous sweep, the 
alternate sinking and rising of the ship, 
which seems like a plaything in a 
giant's hands, and the vast multitude 
of Bea birds skimming round us, consti
tute a picture of the most exhilarating, 
fiB well as the most impr£ssive charac
ter; and I trust a better and a holier 
feeling has not been absent from our 
minds, of thankfulness to Him who has 
thus far protected us, who blesses us 
daily with EO many comforts beyond 
what might be expected in our present 
situatiou, aud who has given us a pas
sage, throughout the whole extent of 
the AtlantIC, so unusuallr rapid and 
f<Lvourable. The birds which 5ufI'Quud 
us are albatrosses aud snow-peterels. 
The Cape pigcons have disappeared. 
bl.'ing probably driven to shore by the 
gale. The other birds come from the 
southward, aud are considered as indi
cations of a tremendous storm in that 
quarter, from which our unusually 
.northern course h:u; exempted us. Lat. 
34° 54', east long. 15° 30'. This day 
ends the ninth week of our abode on 
board the Grenville. 

August 19.-TDuring the night we 
made considerable southing, and passed 
til .. Cape. In the evening we had a 
distant but tolerably distinct view of 
the Cape Aguillas or Lagullos, the 
most southerly promontory of Africa. 

, Our wind is now lighter, but the swell 
I;till great; such a swell (and indeed 
much more, all things considered, than 
'We now feel) is to be expected on the 
banks of Lagullos. a range of sub-

marine mountains, of extent not yet 
ascertained, which project from the fO<'t 
of Southern Africa, like a vast buttress, 
to support it agaiust the invasnns of 
the Antarctic Ocean. The depth of 
water is considerable in every part of 
the bank, and consequently fish are 
scarce at an~ distance from shore. In 
the creeks d bays of the visible coast 
they are sai to swarm. And thus we 
are in the Indian Ocean I 

August 20-23.-We have been these 
four days beating to and fro on the bank 
of Lagullos, with a contrary wind or no 
wind at all, alternately, suffeting a good 
deal from the motion of the vessel. On 
the 22nd we were on the supposed posi
tion of the Telemlfqlle shoal, when Ii boy 
at the mast-head cried out, "br!lllkers." 
They turned out, however, to be only 
the reflection of the .suri"on the waves. 
So that the existence or Ilitllation of this 
danger is still as dubious' as ever. 

August 24. -..A southern breeze 
sprung up this morning, and we have 
bt>gun our progress eastward anew, 
though at present inclining much 
towards the south, where Captain l\Ian
ning hopes to find the wind more set
tled. We had prayers and a sermon; 
but the weather was, as on last Sunday, 
too unsettled to permit the men to sit 
down, or the awning to be extended. 

.The breeze has, however, put nil the 
partf into much better spirits j and, 
conSIdering the degree in which we 
have been previously favoured. Ii four 
or five days' delay hert' is a trifling 
draw-back. 

August 30. -- Alas! our flattering 
breeze left: us in a few hours, and from 
Monday till Thursday we had very 
little wind, and that adverse; ,-et Wtl 

did not rem:un absoluMy stationary, 
having got into a powerful, and hitherto 
little known, C',n-ent from the S.W., 
which forwarded ns on our voyagt 
almost as much as a light wind would 
have done. On Wednesda: evening 
and Thursday morning more particu. 
larly, though the weather was such ~ 
perfect calm that the ship was abso
lutely her own mistress, and would nol 
answer the helm, yet we found. to OUI 

surprise, that. during the twenty-fow 
hours, we had advanced two degrees 01 
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longitude. On Thurs4ay a light breeze 
blew, which, with the friendly help of 
the current, helped us~n three degrees 
morelt And on Friday and Saturday 
we had a stiff gale, which fairly placed 
us at twelve o'clock the latter day in 
lat. 360 52', east long. 42° 59'. This was, 
of course, not rffected without consider
able tossing. 

The day was rainy, and the sea broke 
over the quarter-deck fiercely. My 
wife, however, braved it, and walked a 
good deal, and all the men on board 
were in high spirits. Captain Manning 
said, "If there was virtue in canvas, 
he would make the run of the follow
ing day better than this;" whi&h was 
24:6 miles by the log, and I believe the 
best wt have had during the present 
voyage. Tb£ current which bO long 
befriended us is now replaced by an
other of au opposite tendency, appear
ing to come from the great channel of 
Mozambique, of wt,ich, in this day's 
run, we have been crossing the mouth. 
Our course is east, a little inclining to 
the north., The climate is very like 
that of England in spring. The pas

threatened to affect hi .. brain, was very 
intelligent, and gratt)ful to God for ins 
deliverance. The others were not ~o 
favourably disposed. I perslL1ded 
them, however, to meet me in the 
afternoon, and join in a. feW prayers. 

Frida!!, September 5.-IIere follows 
a version of part of this day's lc%on 
from the Gulistan. It was the inscrip
tion, says Sadi, over the arched alco,'e 
of Feridoon's Hall;-

.. Brother! know the world uec .. iveth I 
'frust on Him Yo ho safety glvl'th I 
Fix not on the ""rId thy trust, 
Sbe feeds us-but site turns to dust, 
And tb~ bare earth or klflgly throne 
Alike may serve to die upon tOO 

The next is not so good, but is almost 
equally literal: both seem to confirm 
my suspicions as to the real character 
of Asiatic poetry ;-

.. The man who leavetll life behind, 
May well and boldly apeak I". mind. 
'Vhere th:.:ht i. none f,om Lattle fielcl, 
'Ve blithely .natch the ." ord anu 811l~lcI ; 
Where hope is past, and bate 18 stlong, 
The "retch', tooglle i. sharp and Jon;,:; 
Myself have Seen in "ild desp"lr, 
The fe.-ble cat the mastiff tear." 

sengers, however, and the young men It is strange to see how flowery these 
mort' particularly, are not healthy, and passages become in Gladwin's tran&la
several absentees are remarked from tion j yet I can safely say that my rude 
every dinner. Mr. Shaw says that he 1ines are most like the original. 
has seldom found a ship a favourable On Tuesday the 9th, at twelve, we 
I>ituation either for preserving or reeo-> were in lat. 26° 55', long. 76° 44', with 
vering health. The want of exercise a fine wind from the south-cast, which 
and of mental. employment sufficiently everybolly on board was willing to hope 
accounts for this. My own general was the " trade wind." In consequenclI 
good. health, I am convinced, lowe in we looked forward to our probable ar
no small degree to my persevering rival at Saugor anchorage before the 
walks on the quarter-deck, and my 1st of October; and some of our party 
Hindoostanee studies. In these I eer- are almost tempted to murmur at the 
taiuly am not idle, though, alas! I singular rapidity with which our pas .. 
cam.ot say much of my own profi- sage has been favoured, as bringing us 
ciency. into India at an unwholesome 6eaSOll. 

Ou Sunday, 31st, we had again prayers For my own part, I have no appreheu
and a sermon, thou/?h '<he weather was sions either for myself or those mObt 
too unsettled to admIt of the men sitting dear to me. We are all, at this m(,.. 
down, and consequcntI}' the former were ment, in excellent health. Our habits 
curtailedcA little of thelr jU&t proportion. of living have been, for some tIme back, 
Afterwards I went witll Captain Man- such as are most likely to eWl11e us to 
ning and :Mr. Elliott, the surg~'on, to bear a change of climate without in
visit the sick seamen, of whom there jury, anel even dudT g the worst aud 
were three or four more seriously in- mObt sickly time of tI,e Far in Cal
disposed than ru,ua1. One poor man cutta; by all which I can learn, little 
"\vho was recoverillj!; from the effects ofl more is nece!>bary to prtscrve htalth 
a fall a few days before, which had than to be strictly kmpern.te, and to re-
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main quiet during the heat of the day, 
and while it rains. And. indeed. while 
we are enjoying and have enjoyed such 
daily and remarkable protection from 
God during the whole of our voyage, it 
would be cowardice in the extreme to 
distrust his further mercies, or to shrink 
back from those dangers which, Bome 
time or other, a resident in India must 
expect to encounter, and which a new
comer is, perhaps, as able to bear as 
any other person. I therefore ft-'Cl at 
preSt'nt nothing but pleasure in the an
ticipation of our speedy arrival in that 
scene where I am hereafter to labour j 
or if I feel any anxiety, it is only as to 
the manner ill which I may be able to 
acquit myself of duties so important, 
and in a situation so new. Deus ad
juvpt per J esum Christum ! 

FnJu!I' Sertember 12.-Few things 
now occur to Insert except my progrt!ss 
in Hiudoostanee. The following lines 
are also from the Gulistan, rather more 
lo()!;ely tmnslated than some of those 
which have preceded them. I have, 
however, sufficiently preserved their 
character :-

.. Who \he sitpnt man can prize, 
Ua fool he be 0' .. tse? 
Yet, though lonely seem ti,e "00<1, 
Tilt-rein moy lurk the beast of blood. 
Ot'\en bashful looks conCt'al 
Tungu" of lire and hpan of 8t<'61. 
And dpcm not thou, In forest grey, 
rvery dappled .l..ln thy prey; , 
l.eo' tlwu rou •• , WIt h luck Ie ••• pear, 
The tIger (v, the tallow d~er I" 

A tropic bird was seen to-day, very 
large, al:d whit.! as snow, but without 
tile tWIl lung tail-feathers which are his 
principal ornament. The immeuse dis
tanell from land at which these birds 
are ~l'l:'ll is really surprising. The isle 
of 13oUl'bon is the nearest point, and 
that must be a distanee of 2000 miles. 
For many days back the beautiful Cape 
pigeons havl' ceru.ed to attend us. 

On Suncia!/, September 14, we had 
again Divine service, and I afterwards 
(as has heen my occasional custom for 
some time tack) prayed with the sick 
bdow. Their number still ('onUnues 
inconsiderable, and there is no case of 
ahsolute danger, though one poor lad 
has had II very tedious intermitting 
feyer. Symptoms of our advanced pro-

gress are visible ill the preparations 
making in the cutter, which Captain 
Manning.is sheathing with z~nc, and 
fitting up with masts and sails for the 
navigation of the Ganges. His good
nature and obliging disposition have 
spared us another preparation wlIich at 
these times is usual-I mean, painting 
the ship previous to her appearing in 
harbour; an operation which must 
have made the whole population of the 
vessel miserable for some days. I am 
heartily glad to escape this. 

September IS.-This evening we had 
a most beautiful sunset-the most re
markable recollected by anr of the offi
eerS4)r passen~.rs, and I thmk the most 
magnificent spectacle I ever saw. Be
sides the usual beautiful tints-of crim
son, ftame-colour, &c .... .Mt!h the clouds 
displayed, and which were strangely 
contrasted with the deep ·blue of the 
sea, and the lighter, but equally beauti
ful, blue of the"ky, there were in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the sink
ing sun, and {or some time after his 
dibk had disappeared. large tracts of. 
pale translucent green, such as I had 
never seen before, except in a prism, 
and surpassing every eflt!ct of pamt, or 
glass, or gem. Everybody ou board 
was touched and awed by the glory of 
the scene, and many observed that such 
a spectacle alone '11 as worth the whole 
voyage from England. One circum
stance in the scene struck me as different 
from all which I had been led to expect 
in a tropical sunsehI mean that its 
progress from light to darkness 'Was 
much more gradual than most travellers 
and philosophers have stated. The dip 
of the sun did not seem more rapid. nor 
did the duration of tile tints on the 
horizon appear materially less than on 
similar occasions in England. Neither 
did I notiee t&y striking difference in 
the continuance of the twilight. I 
pointed out the fact to Major Sackville, 
who answered, that he ha~ long bt!en 
convinced that the 6Upposed rapitlity of 
snnrise and sunset in India had beeJl 
exaggerated-that he had always found 
a good hour between dawn and sunrise. 
and little less between SUllset and total 
dal kness. As, indeed. we are at pre
sent" ithin three degrccs of the line. 
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we must, afartiori, have witnessed this 
precipitancy of the sun, if it really ex
ISted anywhere, ip a still greater degree 
than itcan btl witnessed" in any part of 
Hindostan. 

September 19.-1 wakened before 
dawn this morning, and had therefore 
an opportunity of verifying, to a. cer
tain extent, Major Sackville's observa
tions on a tropical sunrise. r had no 
watch, but to my perceptions his ac
eount was accurate. Our breeze conti
Dues very light, and the heat intense. 
Our progress, however, is steady, and 
we were this day at twelve, south lat. 
1° 16'. We had again a fine sunset, 
which, though inferior to that of the 
day before, was decorated by twJ' con
centric re.inbows of considerable beauty 
and brillian~, the colours of the outer 
rainbow being' arranged in a reverse 
succession to that of the usual prism, 
which was visible in its companion. A 
night of glorious m<l,?ushine followed, 
with a moderate breeze, and we were 
supposed to pass the line about eleven 
o'clock A.M. 

&ptemher 21.-Nothing remarkable 
occurred on the 20th. This morning 
we.had Divine service, with the awning 
up, and the crew seated, the first time 
that this has been possible since we 
p~d the Cape. The weather conti
nues fine, but t'cr!! hot. In the evening 
we were apprehended to he about ninety 
miles from the coast of Ceylon, and a 
trick was a.ttempted on the passengers, 
which is on snch occasions not unusual, 
by ~prillkling the rail of the entrance
port with some fra~t substance, and 
then asking them If they do not per
cdye the spicy gales of Ceylon? Un
luc1dly no oil of cinnamon was found 
011 shipboard, though anxiously hunted 
for, and peppermint-water, the only suc
cedaneum 1U the doctor'~tores, was not 
what we expected to find, and therefore 
did not deceive us. Yet, though we 
were now ~ far off to catch the odours 
of land, it is, as we are Ilssured, per- , 
feetly true, that such odours are per
ceptible to a very considerable distance. 
In the straits of Malacca. a smell like 
t,hat of a hawthorn hedge is eommonly 
experienced; and from Ceylon, at thirty 
or forty miles, uuuer certain circum-

stances, a yet more agreeable scent ill 
inhaled. 

September 24.-A violent squaIl came 
on this morning about seven o'clock. 
Happily Captain Mannin~ foresaw it 
from an uneasy sensation 1ll the ship's 
motion, and took in all possible sail, to 
the surprise of his officers, who saw no 
reason for the measure. He was, how
ever, only just in time, for a monlent 
after we were laid nearly on our beam 
ends, and had we been carrying any
thing like our previous sail, must have 
been completely dismasted. Tremen
dous rain foIlowfd, with some thwlder 
and lightning, and continued the lSreater 
part of the day. Towards evenmg the 
rain ceased, and the wind became light. 
The weather' was, however, thick and 
hazy, and I never saw so much light
ning as continued to flash on every side 
of us, during the greater part of the 
ni~ht. Several of the passengers think 
thiS symptomatic of the change of the 
monsoon, the usual period of which, in
deed, is not till the middle of next 
month; but it sometimes terminates 
prematurely, even as early as our pre
sent date. This possibility bas a little 
damped the spirits of our party, since, 
though there are, I believe, several 
among us who will be almost sorry 
when our 'Voyage· is at an end, Ilone of 
us can look forward without disappoint
mrnt to the prospect of the indefinite 
delay, the uncertain weather, and pro
bable hurricanes to which this event 
would expose us. No om.ervation 
could be taken this day (St>ptembcr 
25). During the early part of the 
morning we lay completely becalmed, 
surrounded with very awful and mag
n~ficent thunder-storms, which SWE'pt 
past us in all directions, but without 
coming nigh us. A water-spout was 
also seen, but at a di~tance. At Ieng-th 
a light breeze arose, but from the N.W., 
an unfavonrable quarter. 'Ve were, 
however, able to ,get on with it in a 
tolerable, though not very direct ('nurse: 
in the evening it drew J,Uore aft, and. 
consequently, resllmed, ill part, it.; pro
per rharacter ofS.W. monsoon, thou;:;h 
80 light as to do little good. It b pro
hable, howe"ver, tllat the slc\"\\ pro['re'iS 
of la,t night may have been a dlopclI,a-
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tion of gTeat kindness towards us, since 
the officers are of opinion that a very 
severe storm has takl:'n place in our 
Ilresent latitude, I(I'ithin the la~t few 
hours. All uncomfortable swell pre
vails. indicating something of the sort, 
and the number of insects and land
birds around us seem to imply that a 
bard gale has driven them so far out to 
sea. Among the insects several dragon
flies appear, precisely like those of Bng
laud, aud some very beautiful butterflies 
aud winged gra.~shoppers. A turtle
do"e and two hawks perched on the 
rigging. all so much faigued, that the 
latter showed no desire to molest the 
tbrmer. The day beautifully clear, but 
intensely hot. Both to-day and "ester
day the fragrance of the land, or at 
least the peculiar smell which denotes 
its neighbourhood, was perceived by 
the experienced organs of Captain Man
ning and his officers; but I could not 
catch anything in the breeze more than 
usual. Weare all how in good spirits 
again, and the officers, more J>8fttCU
!ally, rejoice in having ascertamed the 
latitude correctly, a circumstance agree
able at all times, but e~pecially desita
LIe when about to approach a dIlngerous 
coast, at a tUne of the year when the 
sun and stars are frequently obscured 
for weeks togl:'tlu:r. 

Septc1IIbeT 27.-At eleven this day 
the Pagoda of Juggernaut, and the'two 
kuown by the name of the Black Pago
das, were visible from the mast-head, 
hearing N.W. about eighteen miles, and 
only distinguishable, ou this fiat coost, 
f,'olll sail~, b:r those who were previously 
a ware of thelr forms and vicinity; three 
or four vessels were seen at the same 
time, supposed to be small craft engaged 
in the coasting trade. Our latitude at 
twelve-was 19 30'. We had light wind 
with occasional squalls till twelve, after 
\\ hich a dead calm with a heavy and 
ullcomfortable 6'11'e11. I ~ave been en
dl!tlVotlring for these last two days to 
compose a sermon, but my head aches, 
and my feelings are very unfavourable 
to st'rious mental exertion. It is some 
comfort to be l\Ssured that very few da) s 
iu India are so severe as the weather 
which we now have, and our confiued 
fituation on ship-hoard makes us fef.' 

"01 •• 1. 

the heat more oppressive than we should 
otherwise do. The calm continued all 
day, and the sea-breeze which a.rose at 
night was by far too feeble to carry us 
on against a heavy 6well and curreut 
from the N.E. 
~tembeT 28.-Found ourselves to 

the wl'Stward of our late station by a 
good many miles, and drifting in to thl! 
Pu/:,roda of Juggernaut. We had prayers 
os usual, and I preached, I hope, my 
last sermon on shlp-board during the 
present voyage. Afterwards we cast 
anchor in twenty-five "fathom water, 
with Juggernftth about' fifteen miles to 
the N.W., visil.le with the naked eye 
from fPe deck, ami" very distinctly w 
with a plass. Its appearance s~r()llglv 
reminds me of the old Hussian eh urches. 
To the S.W. of us, a, ao..a'lnsiderablv 
greater distance, are seen two small 
hllls, said to be near Gaujan;-
.. - Procnt obscuros oelles, hllmllem'lue 

vldemU8 
Italial'lll" 

About three o'clock a little breeze 
sprung up from the'S.W., just el10ugh 
to enable us to stem the current. We 
weighed anchor, and crept slowly along 
the coast E. by N. The eveniug was 
cool and pleasant, and we derived ~omll 
amusement and mental occupation froUl 
watching the different objects which we 
passed. The immense hostile currer.t 
and swell were much against us, and 
the nigllt grew by dcgrel:'s squally and 
rainy. The captain anu chief mate were 
up nearly all night, and very anxious. 
The soundings showed a bottom of coarse 
sand and a little gravel. 

SeptcmbeT 119.-In the morning wt> 
had the mortification to find oundws 
still in sight of Juggernaut and the 
Black Pagoda, and in faet very little 
advanced fi'om our station at dayhreak 
the preceding Cy. The breeze 'IIan 
quite incompetent to c~mtend with the 
swell and current from the N .E" and 1\11 
which we could comfort onrse:ves with 
was that we did not lose ground, nor, 
OS yesterday, drift to the westward. 
4.bout noon a light breeze 19ain spnmg 
up from the S.E., and we now ud"unced 
slowly to the N .. 80 as to see the mack 
Pagoda more cl~arly, and even to dis
tinguish the, coco-palms on the coast. 

c 
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&lveral vessels were under the shore, 
one brig, some sloopa, and a kind of 
galliot.,pfsingular rig, beside some boats 
with large square sails. The day was 
"Ie? pleasant and cool, and the night 
which followed beautiful. Our breeze 
was good, and our progress would have 
been excellent, but for the unfortunate 
current. As it was, after another anx
ious night of unceasing sounding and 
exertion to Captain l\Ia.nning and his 
officers, we were only advanced, at six 
in the morning of the 30th, about forty 
miles, or not ~uite to the parallel of 
False Cape; yet even this was consider
ahle gain, and would have made us very 
happy, had not a dismal acciden~over
clouded all such feelings. About ten 
o'cIock~as I was writing these lines in 
the cuddy, ~ was beard, .. Davy is 
owrboard." At first I thought they said 
" the baby," and ran to the mizen. chains 
in a sort of confused agouy, tugging at 
my CQat buttons anda my sleeves as I 
went, with the intention of leaping in 
after her j when there, however, I found 
that one of the poor boys apprenticed 
to Captain Manning by the Marine 
Society bad fallen from the mizen-gaff, 
and that one of the midshipmen, Gower, 
110t Davy, as at fil'st supposed, was 
knocked over by him in his fall: the 
boy ouly rose for a few moments and 
sunk fOl' ever, but the midshipman was 
picked up when almost exhausted. It 
was pleasing to see the deep interest 
and manly sorrow excited by this sad 
accident in all on board. For my OWl} 
part, I was ro much stunned by the 
shock of my first mistake, that I felt, 
anll still feel, a sort of sick and indis
tinct horror, 'Which haR prevented me 
fl'om being so deeply affeeted as I other
wise must have been by the melancholy 
end of the poor lad thus suddenly called 
away. f.iI 

The coast was, 80 low that we e.Quld 
not discover any tokens of it, and were 
compelle<i to feel our way by soundin;.,"S 
every half hour, keeping in from six
teen to twenty-nine fathom. All this 
part of Orin, as I am assured by Mrojor 
SackvilIe, who bas himself surveyed 
the coast, is very ill laid down in mo~t 
charts. It is a large delta, f'lnned by 
the mouths of the M:aha-~Ilddee and 

other rivers, the northernmost of which 
iru.ulates Cape Palmiras, and the rtl
mainder flow into what is called Cojan 
Bay, which is dry at low water j 60 that 
the real line of coast is nearly straig-ht 
from Juggernaut to PlIlmiras. The 
night was fine and starlight, and we 
crept along, sounding every half-hour 
in from 6eventeen to twenty-three fa
thoms till after midnight, when we en
tered suddenly into a rapid streaDl of 
smooth water, which carried Ull con
siderably to the east. I happened to 
go on deck during this watch, and was 
much pleased'lllnd interebted with the 
sight. It was exactly like a rh'er, about 
haIfa mile broad, smooth, dimply, lind 
whirling, bordered on each side by a 
harsh, dark, rippling sea, such as we 
had hitherto contended with, and which 
obviously still ran in a contrary direction. 
It was, I have no doubt, from Major 
Sackville's sketch, the freah water of 
the Maha-Nnddee, which being lighter, 
specifically, than tlie ocean, floated on 
its surfac'?, and which appeared to flow 
into the b('a at right angles to the Ganges. 
I sometimes thought of Robinson Cnt
soo's eddy--sometimes of the wondrolls 
passage described in Lord Erskiue's 
Armata, but was not the less stntck 
with the providential assistance whkh 
it afforded us. At five o'clock in the 
morning of October 1, we were said to 
be in lat. 200 38'; and as the wind was 
getting light, anchored soon after. 

The fresh water of the l\Iaha-N nddee 
still remained flowing on the surface, 
and nearly in a N .E. direction, hut too 
we:lk and too shallow to contend with 
the mighty Ganges, which ran like 
mill-stream at a fathom or two under
neath, and against which nothing but a 
very powerful ;mle could contend. Our 
hope is, therefore, in the flood-tide, and 
in the srnalIne~s of the distance which 
we have yet fJl pass before we ~l't into 
pilot water. At twelve, encouraged by 
a little increase of breeze, we weighed 
anchor again, the pasbengers (most 01 
them) lending their aiJ, and thlls sue
ees ... fully and ~peedily accomplished it. 
All sails that were arplicable were set 
!J.n,l the ves~I'I, to our great joy, an· 
swen·,t her helm, and evidl'utly m:J.flc 
some 1,ttIe way. Dy d~grees h'?r motioll 
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accelerated, aud by three o'clock we 
were going along merrily. Captain 
Manuiug burned blue lights, and hoisted 
a liunp' at his mizen gaff, as a signal to 
auy pilot who might be in our neigh
bourhood. The !Signal was answt:red 
by several vessels, obviously at no great 
distance. but the doubt remained whe
ther any of these were pilots, or whether 
they were merely like ourselves, in 
search of one. Captain Manning, how
ever, sent his cutter with one of the 
officers and ten men to that light 
which was most brilliant, and the bear
iug of which appeared, to tally with 
the situation of a brig which he had 
observed. 

At length, about eleven o'clock. a 

vessel was really seen approaching, and. 
on being hailed, answered" the Cecilia 
pilot schooner." The cutter SO<jl after
wards came to our side, with one of tile 
branch pilots on board. Sir H. Blosset, 
I heard with much pain, died five weeks 
after he arrived in India, of an asthmatie 
complaint, to wb.ich he had been long 
subject. The pilot spoke much of the 
degree to 'which he was regretted, and 
of the influence wfilch, even in thdl 
small time, lle had acquired over the 
natives. who were delighted with the 
pains which he took to acquire their 
language. 

About seven in the evening of Oe
tober.the 3rd we.-were safely an:h(Jre:i 
in Saugor roa<l'!. 

.. 
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NARRATIVE OF A JOURNEY, 

CHAPTER T • 

• 
Saugor. Tigers-Country Boata-Alab 8hips-VIlI~: Maldivian Ve .. cls-Garden Reach_ 

A pproac:t to Calcutta-Arrival: Old I!0vernment House: Native Houllehold. 
~ .... ~ 

AT daybreak of Ortobel the 4th we idle seamen and young officers from 
had a good view of the Island of Saugor, venturing on shooting excursions so 
a perfectly flat and swampy shore, with much as they otherwise would do, on a 
scat_red tall trees, ~rk-like firs. and shore so dreadfully unwholesome as all 
jungle about the height of young cop: these marshy islets are, nnder a sun 
pice-wood. of a very fresh and viVId which, even now intensely fierce. is 
green. With a large glass I could dis- standing over our heads .. in a hot and 
tinguish something like deer grazing or copper sky." The stream of coffee
Jying down amid the swampy grass, coloured water which surrounds us suffi
and also some ruinous cottages and ciently indicates by its tint the inun-
barn-like buildings. . dations which have supplied it. 

These are the remains of a village One of the first specimens of the 
began by a joint company, who underw manners of the country which has fallen 
took to cut down the thIcket'! and re- , undt'1' our notice has been a human 
claim the marshes of Sau~r. a fuw I COl'DSe. slowly fioating past, according 
years ago. They found, however, that to the well-known custom of the Hin
as the woods were cut down' on this doos. About twelve o'clock some boats 
side. the sea encroached, the sandy came on board with fish and fruit, 
beach not having sufficient tenacity of manned by Hindoos from the coast. 
itself to resist its invasions, and their They were all small l'>lendel" men, 
operations are now transferred. from the extremely black, but well made, with 
shore nearest us to the opposite side of. good countenances ana fine featurt'S
the island. This coast was therefore certainly a handsome race; the fruits 
abandoned to its wild deer and its tigers; were shaddocks, plantains, and coco
for these last it has always been inw nuts, none good of their kind, as we 
famous, and the nati~es. I understand, were told. The shaddock resembles a 
rt'gard it with such dread, that it is melon externally, but it is in fact a vn"t 
almost impossible to induce them to orange, with a rind of two inches thick, 
approa(h the wilder parts of its shore, the pulp much less juicy than a common 
even in boats, as in&tances are said to orange, and with rather a bitter flavour, 
be by no means infrequent of tigers certainlr a fruit which would be little 
swimming off fl'om the coast to a con- valut'd 1D Eug-Jand, but which in this 
siderabJe distance. This danger is pro- • burning w~ather I thought rather plea
bably. like all others, overrated. but it 'saut and refre~hing. The plantain grows 
is a fortunate circumstance that some in bunohes, with its stalks arranged 
such t.!r1"or hangs over Saugor, to <lett'r side by ~ide; the fruit is shaped like a 
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kidney potato, covered with a loose 
dusky skin which peds off e&ily with 
the fingers. The pulp is not nnlike an 
o\,t'r-ripe pear. 

While we were marketing with these 
poor people, several large boats from 
the Mal Jive I~lands passed, which were 
pointcu Out to me by the pilot as objects 
of curiosity, not often coming to Cal
cutta: they have one mast, a verr. large 
square malllsail, and one topsaIl; are 
built, the more solid parts of coco
wood. the lighter of bamboo, and sail 
TCry fast and near the wind; each car
ries from thirty to fifty men, who are 
all sharers in the vessel and hcr cargo, 
which consists of cowries, dried fi.h. 
coco-nut oil, and the coil' or twine 
made from the fibres of the same useful 
tree: and each has a small cabin to 
himsdf. ' 

Several boats of a lart!er dimension 
lOOll after came alongSlde; one was 
decked, with two masts, a bowEprit, and 
rigged like a schooner without top-sails. 
The master Rnd crew of this last were 
taller and finer men thllD those whom 
we had seen before; the former had a 
white turban wrrathed r9und a red Clip, 
a white short shirt without sleeves, IlDd 
a silver armlet a little above the l)lbow; 
the crew were chiefly naked, except a 
cloth roun!) the loins j the colour of all 
was the darkest shade of antique I;lronze, 
and together with the elegant forms and 
wt'll-turned limbs of many among them, 
gave the spectator a perfect imprrssion 
of Grecian statues of that metal; in 
6tllture and apparent strength they were 
certainly much inferior to the generality 
of our ship's company. 

Two observations struck me forcibly; 
fI ret, that the deep bronze tint is more 
naturally agreeable to the human eye 
than the fair skins of Europe, bince we 
are not displeased with it even in the 
first instance, while it is well known 
that to them a fair complexion gives 
the iJea of ill-health. and of that sort 
of deformity which in our eyes belongs 
to an Albino. There is, indeed, some
thing in a negro which requires long 
habit to reconcile the eye to him j but 
tor this the features and the hair, far 
more thllD the colour, are answerable. 
The second observation was how en-

tirely the i<1('a of indelicacy, which 
woulJ natul"dlly belong to such naked 
figures as those now around us if they 
were white. is prevented by th(;h- being 
of a different colour from ourselves. 
80 much are we children of association 
and habit, and 60 instinctively and im
mediately do our feelings adapt them
selv(:jJ to a total change of circum
stanc~! it is the partial and illcvn
sistcnt change only which afiects us. 

The whole river, and the general 
character of this shore and muddy 
stream, remind me strongly at this mo
ment of the Don. between Tcherka~k 
and Asof,-and Kedgeree, a village on 
the opposite 5i<}e of the river from 
8augol', if it hid but a church, would 
not be unlit-e Oxai, the resideL~ of the 
Attaman Platoif. <td"" 

[Several boats again came on board 
us; in one of which was a man dres~ed 
in mUhlin, who spoke good Euglihh. 
and said he w~ a "sircar,"'" comE 
down ill quest of employment,"'if any 
of the officers on board would ClIt! U&t 
their inveEtments to him, or if anyl od! 
chose to borrow money' at 12 ver cent. 
In appearance and marmer he was 110 

bad specimen of the low usurers" ho 
.frequent aImobt all seaports. While 
we were conversing with him a fo" I 
fell overboard, and his crew were de
sired to hand it up again; the naked 
rowers refused, as the Hindoos consider 
it impure to touch fl!athers, but the sir
car was less scrupulous, and gave it up 
at the gangway. A "panchway," or 
passage-boat, succeeded, whose ere" 
offered their services for fifteen rupees 
to curry any passengers to Calcutta, a 
distance of above one hundred mill:a. 
This was a very characteristic and in
teresting vessel, large and broad, shap~d 
like a suuffer-dish ; a deck fore und aft. 
and the midC3e covered with a roof at 
palm-branches, over which again was 
lashed a coarse cloth, the whole form
ing IlD excellent shade frQJn the sun, 
but, as 1 should apprehend, intolerably 
close. The" serang," or master, stood 
on the little ufter-deck, steering with a 
long oar j auother man, a little before 

• A native agent, as .. -ell as II monev-Iendpt 
-En. • 
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him, had a similar oar on the starboard 
quarter j six rowel'll were seated cross
legged on thE' deck llP~ the tilt, and 
plied tfwir short paddles with much 
dexrerity, not, however, as paddles usu
ally are plied. but in the manner of 
oars, resting them instead of on rulLucks 
on bamboos, which rose upright from 
the sides. A large long sail of-thin 
transparent sackcJoth in three, pieces, 
vw-y loosely tacked to each other, com
plded the equipment. The rowers 
were alI naked except the "cummer
bund, ., or sash: the steersman, indeed, 
had, in addition, a white cap, and a 
\II hite cloth loosely flung like a. scarf 
over one shoulder. The whole oU'ered 
a group which might have belonged to 
the wil~st of the Polynesian islands. 
Several of t,;;JiIl.e panchways were now 
around us, the whole scene affording 
to an European eye a picture of very 
great singularity and interest. One of 
the serangs had a. broad umbrella 
thatched with palm-leaves, which he 
contrived to rest on his shoulder while 
he steered his canoe, which differed 
from the others in having a somewhat 
higher stern. The whole appearance 
of these boats is dingy and dirty, more 
1'0,1 believe, than the reality. 

We were nowapproarhing the side 
'of the river opposite Kedgeree. Here 
all likeness to the Don disappeared, 
and nothing met the eye but a dismal 
and unbroken line of thick, black 
wood and thicket, apparently impene
tI'able and interminable, which one 
might easily imagine to be the habita
tion of everything moustrous, disgust
ing, amI dangerous, from the tiger .and 
the cobra de capello down to the scor
pion and mosqUlto,-from the thunder
storm to the fever. We had seen, the 
night before, the lightnings flash inces
suutly and most majesfically from this 
quarter; and what we now saw was 
not ill-fitted fora nursery of such storms 
as South~ describes as prevailing in 
Ms Padalon. The seamen and officers 
spoke of this shore with horror, as the 
grave of all who were so unfortunate 
lIS to remain many days in its neigh
bOUl'hood; and. even under our prebent 
brilliant sun, it required no great stretch 
of fancy.to picture feverish exhalations 

rising from every part of it. As we 
drew nearer to the Sunderbunds their 
appearance improved. The woods as
sumed a greater nriety of green and 
of shade j several round-topped trees, 
and some low palms, were seen among 
them, and a fresh vegetable fr~grance 
was wafted from the shore. The stream 
is here intense, and its struggle with 
the Fprillg-tide raises waves of a dark
coloured water, which put me in mind 
of the river where Dante found the 
spirit of Filippo Argenti. I !ooked 
with much interest on the first coco
pa4ns I saw, yet tlley rather disap
poiuted me. Their forll~ at'e, indeed, 
extremely graceful, but their verdure 
is black and funereal, and thcy have 
something the appearance of the plumes 
of t~athers which are carried before a 
hearse. Their presence, however, an
nouuced a more open and halJitable 
country. The jungle receded from the 
shore, and its place was supplied by 
extremely green fields, like meadows, 
which were said to be of rice, inter
spersed with small woods of round
headed trees. and villages of huts, 
thatched, and with their mud walls so 
low that they look like bay-stacks. 

We anchored a few miles short of 
Diamond Harbour. The CUITent and 
ebb-tide together ran at a rate really 
tremendous, amoullting, as our pilot 
said, to ttu and eleven knots an hour. 
\Ve were surrounded SOOIl after our 
anchoring by several pa.~~age vessels j 
among these was a beautiful &lJip of 
about two hundred and fifty tons, with 
the Company's Jack and a long pen
dant, which we were told was the Go
vernment yacht sent down for our ac
commodation. 

Dul'ing this day and the next I made 
j:everal fresh observations on the per
sons and manners of the natives by 
whom we were surrounded. I record 
them, though I may hereafter see rea
son to distrust, in some slight degree. 
their accuracy. I had obscr'l'('d a thread 
hung round the necks of the fish'~rmen 
who came first on board, and now found 
that it was an ornament worn in hu]lOl.r 
of some idol. The ca~te of fi,hcl'Ulcn 
dO('8 not ranj( hig!}, ~tbol\ih fi~TllS- C~!1-

. ~id('re(~ ~ .~~e...~Lthe rure~t an't ~l;!2t 
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l~fullJ . nds of food. Nothillg, indeed, 
ore generally mistaken than 

os(.'<i prohibition of animal food 
seeUls m 
the supp 
to the 1 
abstract 
creature 
tion of 
but from 
or the 
viands. 
both fis 
sIlI(:s-ffi 

-gllafs-fl 
tn'-Ii 

lindoos. It is not from any 
desire to spare the life of living 
s, &iuce fish would be a viola-
this principle as well as beef, 

other notions of the hallowed 
polluted nature of particular 

Thus ranThBrahmins eat 
h,.~!I4., ki_'_'_,_LRajpoot~, be-
_(~s~L.eat mutton, veuison, or 
e~~. ,_~O!?~ euS!,es ;p.ay ffit any-
!llJOw&1i.~oLW2rki while ~ol:t is 

alia-Dee 
c]itrn~ 
!.~~1! 

With others a favourite diet, 
rOnry-Ts-~rohlhited. Intoxi-

1r Il,O,rS are forbidden b~ 1hdr 
; but this is disregarded by 

umberS' both of high and low great n 
ud intoxication is little less caste, a 

common 
Indians 
is it tru 
healthy 
plaints 
are ver 
cularly 
stances 
sumptio 
mu!>t g 
morbus 
the wh 
feverw 
race. 

, as I am assured, among the 
than amoug Europeans. Nor 

e that Hindoos are much mQre 
than Europeans. Liver-com-

and indurations of the Fpleen 
y ('ommou among them, parti-

1I'ith those in easy circum-
, to which their immense con-
n of " ghee," or clarified butter, 
reatly cOlltribute. To cholera 
they are much more liable than 

ites, and there are some kinds of 
hieh seem peculiar to the native 

feat difference in colour be-
itferent natives Ftruck me much: 

The~ 
tweellditi 
o.{th~, _c!:Q.wd h_w1i9m we w-;;resur-

d ~(>I)!..~~!!re .,hlaek a~ n('~roes, r..9~lldt' • 
others _m~~L~p.pper-('oloured, and 
otliers-little darker than the Tunisines 

J have seeu at Liverpool. Mr. whom 
Mill, t 
,,110, w 
lains i 
coniC 
seen m 

he principal of Bishop's Colleg'(', 
ith Mr. Corrie, one of the chap-
n the Company's service, had 
down to meet me, and who has 
orl' of India than most men, tells 
at he cannot account for thi" dif-, me th 

fcrenc 
the co 
I~ii 

e, which Mueral throu;:hout 
!.1!I!..T!.zJl.ll even'where 8tnki\l~. 
o!...l11~r!~y.J~~.!!..~ of exl'.o-
in('!!,iI!~s,van.J'!fi' of JiE,t},s,}tsible ~,"JL, 

in the 1h,hermen '\\' (I are naked"IiTI 

.. 
f< 
t 
E 
b 

ore, to be an accidental difference, Iikl' 
hat of light and dark complexions in 
:urope, though where so much of the 
ody is exposed to sight it )ecoml'S 

more striking here than in our own 
countrr· ' 

At SIX o'clock in the evening of Oc
tober the 6th, we wellt on board the 
yacht, which we found a beautiful ves
el, with large and convenient cabins, 

fitted up in a very elegant and comfort
ble manner, and slept for the first 
ime Ullder mosquito-curtains, and on 

s 

a 
t 
a 
t 

t 

lllattress of coco-nut coir, which. 
hough very hard, is cool and elastic. 

The ~reater part of this day was occu
pied m ecclesiastical business, so that 
I hlfd less opportunity for observing 
he country and people round .s. The 

former improves as we as\:c.Jl,d the river, 
and is now populous 8li(1highly culti
vated. On the ith we left Diamond 
Harbour, a place interesting as beiug 
the first p06sessjpn of the East India 
Compauy in Bengal, but, of bad reputa
tion for its unhealthiness, the whole 
country round being swampy. Many 
ships were lying there. I saw no town, 
except a few native huts, some ruinous 
warehouses, now neglected and in de
cay, and an ugly, brick, dingy-looking 
house with a tJag-staff, belonging to the 
harbour-master. There are, howevfr, 
many temptations for seamen among 
the native huts, several of them being 
spirit-houses, where a bot unwholesome 
toddy is sold. We proceeded with a 
light breeze up the l'iver, which still 
presents a consiJ.erable uuiformity of 
prospect, though of a licher and more 
pleasing kind than we had seen before. 
The banks abound with villsbes, inter
spersed with rice-fields, plMltations of 
coco-palms, and groves of trees of a 
considerable height, in colour and foli
age resemblinJ the elm. "Ve have seen 
one or two pagodas, dingy buildings 
with one or more high towers, likt' 
glass-houses. • 

~=-
~i!1cl:' , 

J~~or (I~~itd~eii~(-n C3~tl~ 

The Hooghly is still of vast width 
and rapidity. Our ship tacks in it as 
in a sea, and we mel1. many larger 
V('ssels descending. One of these was 
pointed out to me as an Arab, of com
pletely European build, except that her 
stern was oyerloaded with open galli!-

bOmt',!i 
~E!! 

y,<')!Lhig,u!!.* Br~nllins are 
mes black1-" hile Purillhs !Ire 
ritiV'dy iiii!. -n- seems, there-
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ries and verimdah.!, with three very tall dinner, seated in circles on the deck, 
masts, and carrying more sail than Eng- with an immense dish of rice, and a 
lish merchant swps gel!erally do. She little sauce-boat of currie, well sea
had amlarently a good many guns, was soned with garlic, set between every, 
crowded with men, and had every ap- three or four men: tlle quantity which 
pearance of serving, as occasion re- they eat is very great, and completely 
quired, for piracy as well as traffic. disproves the common opinion that rice 
Her" rais," or master, had a loose pur- is a nourishing food. On the contrary, 
pIe dreslj on, and her crew I thought I am convinced that a fourth part of 
were of fairer complexions than the the bulk of potatoes would satisfy the 
Hindoos. These last perform their hunger of the most robust and laborious. 
evolutions with a great deal of noise, Potatoes are becoming gradually abun
and most vociferously, but the Arabs dant in Bengal; at first they were here, 
excelled them in both these particulars. as elsewhere, unpopular. Now they 
They shifted their sails with a clamour are much liked, and are spoken of as 
a~iftheyweregoingtoboardanenemy. the best thing which the country has 
The old clumsy Arab dow mentioned ever received from its European mas
by Niebuhr is lIOW seldom seen; -they ters. At dinner these people sit, not 
bur. mal1,Y ships from Europeans; they like the Turks, but with the knees 
build tolerable ones themselves; and drawn up like monkeys. 
even their ~s, which still have an Their eating and drinkingv~ssels are 
elongated bow iustead of a bowsprit, of copper, very bright and well kept, 
are described as often very nne vessels an!! their whole appearance cleauly and 
and good sailers. In short, they are decent, their countenances more ani
gTadually becoming a ~brmidable mari- mated, but less mild and gentle than 
time people, and are not unlikely to the I-lindoos. They do not seem much 
give farther and greater trouble in the troubled with the prejudices of 1\10-
Indian Seas to ourselves and oilier Eu- hammedanism, yet thel'e are some ser
ropean nations. vices which they obviously render to 

Accidents often happen in this great their masters with reluctance. The 
river, and storms are frequent and vio captain of the yacht ordered one of 
leut. The river is now unusually high, them. at my deSlre, to lay hold of our 
and the Brahmins have proDhesied that sDaniel: the man made no difficulty, 
.it will rise fourteen cubits higher, and but afterwards rubbed his hand again~t 
drown all C.tlcutta; they might as well the side of the ship with an exprC!'sion 
have said aU Bengal, since the province' of disgust which annoyed me, and I de
ha.~ scarcely any single eminence so termined to spare their feelings in fu
high above the river. Whenever we ture as much as possible. 
bet' the banks a few feet higher than We had hoped to reach Fulta, where 
usual, we are told it is the dam of a tllere is an English hotel, before night; 
"tank," or large artificial pond. The but ~he wind being foul, were obliged 
country is evidently most fertile and to a~chor a few miles short of it. After 
populous, and the whole prospect of dinner, the heat being considerably 
river aud shore is extremely animated abated, we went ill the yacht's boat to 
and interesting. The vessel in which the nearest shore. Before us was a 
we are is commanded~y one of the large extent of swampy ground, but in 
senior pilots of the Company's service; a high state of cultivation, and covered 
he and his mate are the only Europeans with green rice, offering an appearance 
011 hoard j the crew, forty in number, not unlike flax; on our right was a 
are Mohallflnedans, middle-sized, aCtive moderate-sized village, and on the banks 
and vigorous, though slender. Their of the river a numerous herd of cattle 
uniform is merely a white turhan of a was feeding; these are mostly red, or 
singularly flat shape, a white shirt and red and white, with humps on their 
trowsers, with a shawl wrapped round I backs, nearly resembling thObe wl1ich 
thdr hips. I was amused, to-day hy II have seen at "\Vynnstay and Com
iCeing them preparing aud eating their llf'rmere. 13..!:!-ff;lICl.€.s_.are _ uucommo!!Ju 
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~l~ JOW({ p~.!:!!.9.r Bengal. As we ap-
proache the "mage a number of men 
and boys came out to meet us, all naked 
except the cummerbUlld. with very 
graceful figures, and distinguished by 
a mildness of coUlltenance almost ap-
proaching to effeminacy. They reo 
garded us with curiosity, and the chil
dren crowded round with great fami
liarity. The objects which surrounded 
us were of more than common beauty 
and interest; the 1illage, a collection of 
mud-walled cottages, thatched. and 
many of them covered with a creeping 
plant bearing a beautiful broad leaf, of 
the gourd species, stood irregularly 
scattered in the midst of a wood o£.coco
palms, fruit, and other trees, among 
which the banyan was very conspicu
ous and beautiful; we were cautioned 
against attempting to enter the houses, 
as surh a measure gives much om'nce. 
Some of the natives, however. came up 
and offered to show us the way to the 
pagoda,-" the Temple," they baid, "of 
Mahadeo." We followed them through 
the beautiful grove which overshadowed 
their dwellings, by a winding and nar
row path; the way was longer than we 
expected, and it was growing dusk; 
we persevered. howevtr, and arrived 
in front of a small building with thrt!C 
Ilpertures in front, resembling lancet 
windows of the age of Henry II. A 
flight of steps led up to it, in which the 
Br.ahmin of the place was waiting to 
receive uS,-an elderly man, naked like 
his flock, hut <llilIDgmSJ1~(Ll1La n~ 
lland of cotton twi~t thrown two or 
ihr~e -iimi's ~ou!>J~i!_ acr9iL~is ri9"ht 
shoI!J9-ll.~!1d:.P~!. like A.~art: whtcl!. 
!!L!!:..ma!:k of.distir'!'G!~ioJl ....... worn, I under
~tafl~...!>X!lIU~r~_4Ipin_~; a fine boy, with 
a similar badge, stood near him, and 
another mlln, with the nddition of 0. 
white turhan, came up and said he was 
a police-otlicer ( .. pollce-walla. "). The 
occurrence of this Europe~ word in a 
scene 80 purely Oriental had a whimsi
cal effect. It was, not, however, the 
only one which we heard, for the 
Brahmin announced himself to us as 
the "Padre" of the village, a name 
which they have originally learnt from 
Ule Portuguese, but which is now ap
plied to religious persons of all descrip-

tions allover India, even in the most 
remote situations, a~ ,!here no Eu
ropean penetrates. on~e 10 a century. 
The village we were now in~ I was 
told,. had probably been very seldom 
visited by Europeans, since few persous 
stop on the shore of the Ganges be.
tween Diamond Harbour and Fulta. 
Few of the inhabitants spoke HindOOo 
stanee. Mr. Mill tried the Brahmin in 
Sanscrit, but fOUlld him very ignorant i 
he, indeed, owned it himself, and said 
in excuse, they were poor people. 

I greatly regretted I had no means 
of drawing a scene so beautiful and iu
teresting. 

I vever recolli!ct having more power
fully felt the beauty of similar objects. 
The green-house like smell dhd tem
peratute of the atmosphp.4l'PlVhich sur
rOUllded us, the exotic appearance of 
the plants and of the people, the ver
dure of the fields, the dark shadows of 
the _trees, and the exuberant and neg
lected vigour of the soil, teeming with 
life and food, neglected. as it were, out 
of pure abUlldance, would haye been 
strildn~ under any circumstances; they 
were sull more so to persons just landed 
from a three months' voyage j and to 
me, when associated with the recollec
tion of the objects which have brought 
me out to India, the amiable manners 
and countenances of the people, con
trasted with the symbols of thelr foolish 
and polluted idolatry now first before 
me, imp'ressed me with a very solemn 
and ead:est wish that I might in some 
degree, however small, be enabled to 
conduce to the spiritual advantage of 
creatures,> so goodly, so gentle, and 
now so misled and blinded. "Angeli 
forent, si essent Christiani I " As the 
sun went down, many monstrous bats, 
bigger than the largest crows I have 
seen, and chi~c!!y to be distinguished 
from them by their indented wings, 
UIlloosed their hold from the palm
trees, and sailed slowly 1W'0Ulld us. 
Th~y might have been supposed the 
gnardian genii of the pagoda. 

During the night and the whole of 
the next day the wind was either con
trary, or so light as not to enable us to 
stem the current: it was intensely hot, 
the thermollleter stood at about 96°. 
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The commander of our vi>Shel went this 
mOl"Iling to a mvket held in a neigh
bourin~ village, to purchiLse some tritles 
for the vessel; and it may show the 
poverty of the c6untry, and the cheap
ness of the different articles, to observe, 
that having bought all the commodities 
which he wanted for a few pice, * he 
was unable ill the whole market to get 
change for a rupee, or about two shil-
lings. _ 

In the evening we again went on 
shore to another village, resembling the 
first in its essential features, but placed 
in a yet more fertile soil. The houses 
stood literally in a thicket of fruit-trees, 
plantains, and flowering shrubs .. the 
mud<!L..PQnds were covered with the 
bnJi!!:E·}lY.id }Otl!§, andthe adjacent 
.. paddy," d'I-"hce-fields, were terminated 
by a wood of tall coco-nut trees, be
tween whose stems the light was visible, 

rretty much like a grove of Scotch firs. 
here remarked the liifference between 

the coco and the p.1lmira: the latter 
with a narrower leaf than the former, 
and at this time {)f year without fruit, 
with, which the other abounded. For 
a few pice one of the lads climbed up 
the tallest of these with great agility, 
notwithstauding the total want of 
boughs, and the slipperiness of the 
bark. My wife was anxious to look 
into one of their houses, but found its 
owners unwilling to allow her. At 
length one old fellow, I believe to get 
us away from his own threshold, said 
he would show us It very fine honse. 
'We followed him to a cottage somewhat 
larger than those which we had yet 
seen; but on our entering its little 
court-yard, . the people came in much 
earnestne~s to prevent our proceeding 
farther. We had, however, II. fair op
portunity of seeing an Indian farm
yard and homestead. Glln front was a 
small mud building, with a thatched 
verandah looking towards the village, 
and behitld was a court filled with 
coco-nut husks, and a little rice stnw; 
iu the centre of this was a round 
thatched building, raised on bamboos 
about a foot from the ground, which 

• A small copper coin, ahout the value of 
allr halfpcnny.-ED. 

they said was a .. GOlillh," or granary; 
round it were small mud cottHg:es, e8('h 
to all appearance an apartment in the 
dwelling. In one corner was a little 
mill, something like II. crab-mill, to be 
worked by a man, for separating the 
rice from the husk. By all which we 
could see through the open doors, the 
floor of the apartments was of clay, 
devoid of furniture and light, excE'pt
what the door admitted. A Brahmm 
now appeared, a fonnal pompons man, 
who spoke better Hindoobtanee than the 
one whom we had seen before. I was 
surprised to find that in these villages. 
and .Mr. Mill tells me that it is the ca~e 
almost allover India, the word" Grigi: 
a corruption of" Ecclesia," is employed 
whE:n speaking of any place of worship. 
Most of these people looked unhealthy • 
Their vil1a~e and its vicinity appeared 
to owe the1r fertility to excessive bu. 
midity under a burning sun. Most of 
the huts were surrounded by stagnant 
water; and near the entrance of ODe of 
them they showed us a little elevat~d 
mound like a grave, which they said. 
was their refuge when the last inunda
tion was at its height. So closcly ami 
mysterionsly do the instruments of pro
duction and' destruction, plenty aDd 
pestilence, life and death. tread on the 
heels of each other! 

Besides tamarinds, cocos, palmiras. 
plantains, and banyans, thcre were 
some other trees of which we could not 
learn the European name. One '\\ as 
the neem, a tree not very unlike the 
acacia, the leaves of which are used to 
keep moths from books and clothes. 
Another I supposed to be manchi
neel,-a tree like a very large rhodo
dendron, but not without. flowers; 
its thick club-ended brcJlches, when 
wounded, exuded a milky juice in large 
quantities, which the natlves said would 
blister the fingers. We saw one jackal! 
run into the woods: the cries of thcse 
animals grew loud and incessant as we 
returned to the ship, and ~() nt)drly re.
sembled the voice of childrcu lit play, 
that it was scarcely possible at firbt to) 
ascribe them to anv oth~r source. On 
our arrival at the ,-e<sel we f0lE1d tlli 0 
"13holiahs," or large row l,Olt-, with 
conyenient cabins, bent to take us up 
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--------------------------------------the river, as it was impossible, with house in Russia, near some powue"nlil1s; 
Imch light winds, for the yacht to stem here we found carriages waitillg for 
the force of the current. us, drawn by small horses with swiwh 

October 10. -At two o:clock this tails, and driven by postilliOns with 
afternoon, we set out for Calcutta in the whi&kers, turbans, bare legs and arms, 
bholiahs, and had a very delightful and and blue jackets with tawdry yellow 
.nteresting passage up the river, partly lace. A" Saees," or groom, ran by 
with sails and partly with oars. The the side of each horse, and behind 
country, as we drew nearer the capital, one of them were two decent-looking 
advanced in population; and the l'iver men with long beads and white cotton 
was filled with vessels of every descrip- dresses, who iutroduced themselves as 
tion. Among these, I was again greatly my "peons,:' or "hurkarus j" theit 
strnck by the Maldivian vessels, close badges were a short mace or club of 
to some of which our boat passed. ~er, ofa ~L~1<OO form, and terminat
Th('ir size appeared to me from one lU1L~~~ head, sometmng-re
hundred and fifty to near two hundred sembling a DaClan standard as repre
tons, raised to an immense height above s('nted on Tra~TIlar, and a long 
the water by upper works of split SilVer stick wlth a knob atJhe head. 
bamboo, with very lofty heads and We s('t out at a round trot; e saeeses 
sterns, immense sails, and crowded with keeping ilieir places vc:'rnimbly on 
a wild and energetic looking race of each side of us, though on foot, along 
mariners, who, Captain Manning told a raised, broadish, but bad road, witn 
me, were really bold and expert fellows, deep ditches of stagnant water on each 
Bnd the vessds better sea-hoats than side, beyond wtlich stretched out an 
ilieir clumsy forms would lead one to apparently interminable wood of fruit
anticipate. Bcngalee and Chittagong trees, interspersed with cottages: some 
-tesscls, with high heads and sterns, seemed to be shops, being entir('ly open 
were also numerous. In both thrse with verandahs, and all chiefly made 
tlle immense size of the rndders, sus- up of mats and twisted bamboo. The 
peuded by rop('s to the vessel's stern, crowd of people was considerable, a.t 
and wOl'ketl by a helmsman raised at a kept up someiliing like the appearance 
great height above the vessel, chlefiy of a fair along the whole line of road. 
attracted attl'ution. There were many Man}' were in bullock-cartS, others 
other vessels, which implied a gtadual drivmg loaded bullocks before iliem., 
adoptirln of European habits, bdng a few had wretched ponies, whlch, as 
Lrib'!l and sloops, very clumsily and well as the bullocks, bore too many 
injudkiously rigged, but still improve- and indubitable marks of neglect and 
mCllts on the old Indian ships. Exten- hard treatment; !)le_.E'.lanner in which 
sive plantations of sugar-cane, and nu- the Hindoos seemed to treat even tIleir 
merous cottages resembling those we hOrned ciitiIe;-saeroo-as-theprefi:Oiii 
had already seen, appeared among the the butcher's knif~eare farworse 
groves of coco-nut and other flllit- than-i1i3I which <?ten d~~eYe 
tl'CCS, which covered the greater part and wounds the. feelil'!.£8_o a passeng~r 
of the shore j a f~w cows were tethered th~~~g!L~~aon:---
on the banks, aud some large brick- Few women were seen; those who 
fields with sheds like those in England,' appeared had 10mewhat more clothing 
and here and there a white staring than the men, a coarse white veil or 
European house, "\\ ith plantations and .. chuddah," thrown over their heads 
shrubberies, gave nonce of our approach without hiding fueir faces~ their arms 
to an European capital. At a distance bare, and oruament£'d with large silver 
of about nine miles from ilie place "bangles," or bracelets. The shops 
where we had left the yacht, we landed contamed a few iron tools hanging up, 
among some tall bamboos, and walked some slips of coarse-coloured cotton, 
near a quarter of a mile to the front of plantains hanging in bunches, while the 
8. dingy, -deserted looking house, not ground was covered with earthen ves
.ery unlike a country gelltleman's sels, and a dkplay of rice and som, 
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kind of pulse heaped up. 'On sheets: in 
the midst of which, smoking a sort of 
rude hookah, made of a !if tort pipe and 
a coco-n'lt shell, the trader was squat
tt.od on the ground. 

By degrees we began to see dingy 
brick buildings of more pretensions to 
architecture, but far more ugly than the 
rullest bamboo-hut,-the abodes of Hin
do()s or M ussulmans of the. middle class, 
fiat-roofed, with narrow easement win
dows, and enclosed by a brick wall, 
which prevented all curious eyes from 
prying into their domestic economy. 
These were soon after mingled with the 
large and haudsome edifices of Garden 
Head1, each standing by itself in a ijtt1e 
woody lawn (a "compound" they call it 
here, by at easy corruption from the Por. 
tuguese wo~mpaiia), and cousisting 
of one or more stories, with a Grecian 
verandah along their whole lenu:th of 
front. As we entered Killllerpoor, J<;u
ropean carriages were lilten. and our eyes 
were met by a police soldier, standmg 
sentry in the conter of the street, nearly 
xmked. but armed with a sabre and 
shield.-a pagoda or two.-a greater 
variety of articles in the shops,-a 
greater crowd in the streets,-and a 
considerable number of "caranchies," 
or native carriages, each drawn by two 
horses, and looking like the skeletons of 
hackney coaches in our own country. 

Prom Kidderpoor we passed by a 
mean wooden bridge over a muddy 
creek, which brought us to an extensive 
open plain like a race-course, at the ex· 
tremitv of which we s!1w Calcutta, its 
white houses glittering through the twi
light, which was now beginning to close 
in, with an effect not unlike that of Con
naught-place and its neighbourhood, as 
spen from a distance across Hyde Park. 
Over this plain we drove to the fort, 
where Lord Amherst IfJs assigned the 
old Government-house for our tempo
rary residence. The fort stands consi
derably to the south of Calcutta and west 
ofChowringhee, having the Hooghlyon 
its west side. The degree of li~ht which 
now remained rendered all Its details 
indistinguishable, and it was only: when 
we began to wind through the dl1ferent 
works, and to bear t.he clash of the sen
tries preseuting arms as we passed, that 

we knew we were approachmga milital1" 
post of great extent and conRidera t,l~ 
importance. We at length alighh>d al 
the door of our temporary abode, a large 
and very handsome building in the 
centre of the fort, and of the vast 
square formed by its barracks nud other 
buildin~. The square is grassed owr, 
and diVIded hybroad roads of " pucka," 
or pounded brick, with avenues of tall 
trees stockel1 with immense tlights (Jf 
crows, which had not yet ceased their 
evening concert when we arrived. We 
found at the door two sentries, resam· 
bJin~ Europeans in everything but com
plexIOn, which, indeed, was far less 
swarthy than that of the other natives 
whom we had hitherto seen, and were 
received by a long train of servants in 
cotton dresses and turbans; one of them 
with a long silver stick, and another 
with a short mace, answering to those 
of the peons 'who had received us at the 
landing-place. 

the house consisted of a lofty and 
well-proportioned hall, 40 feet by 25, a 
drawmg-room of the same length. and 
six or seven rooms all on the same floor, 
one of which served as a chapel, the 
lower story being chiefly occupied as 
offices or lobbies. All these rooms were 
very lofty, with many doors and win
dows on every side; the floor~ of plas
ter, covered with mats i the ceilings of 
bricks, plastered also, tlat, and sup. 
ported by massive beams, which were 
visible from the rooms below, but being 
painted neatly had not at all a had ef
fect. Punkas, large frames of light 
wood covered with white cotton, and 
looking not unlike ~normous fire hoards, 
hung from the ceilings of the princip~J 
apartments, to which cords were fas
tened, which were drawn backwards 
and forwards by one or more servants, 
so as to agitate and cool tht: air very 
agreeably. The""Wall~ were w hite all~ 
unadorned, except WIth a number of 
glass lamps filled ~ith coco-nut oil, 
and the furniture, though sufficient for 
the climate, was scanty in compari<on 
with that of an English house. The 
beds, instead of curtains, had mOl'quito 
nets; they were raised high from the 
grOl1D(\ aud very. hard, admirably 
ad.lpted for a hot climate. 
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I had then the ceremony to go through 
of being made acquainted with a consi
derable number of my clergy. Among 
whom was myoid schoolfellow at Whit
church, Mr. Parsons, some years older 
thau myself, whom I recollect when I 
was quite an urchin. Then all ournew 
ser;vants were paraded before us under 
their respective names of Chobdars,* 
Sotaburelars, * Hurkarus, * KMnsaman, t 
Abelar, t Sherabdar. § Khitmutgars,lI 
Sirdar Bearer,,. and Bearers, cum mul
tis aliis. or all these, however, the 

.. Men who curf sil~er sticka before peop:e 
or rank; or me •• engers, all bearing the gene
ric appellation of peons. 

t Steward. t Water Cooler. 
~ Butler. " Footmen. 

I\' Head or all the bearers, and \"alel de 
e..~IlT<·. 

Sircar* was the most conspicuous,-a 
tall fine looking man, in a white muslin 
dress, speaking good English, and the 
editor ofa Ben galee newspapeJ, ",ho ap
peared with a large silken and embroi
dered purse full of silver coins, and 
presented it to us, in order that we 
might go through the form of'receiving 
it, and replacing it in his hands. This, 
I then supposed, was a badge of his 
office, but 1 afterwards found that it was 
the relic of' the ancient Eastern custom 
of never approaching a superior without 
a present, and that, in like manner, all 
the natives who visited me offered a 
.. nuzzur ," or offering, of a piece of gold 
or :ilver monel~ 
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CHAPTER II. 

o.lcutta-Deserlption of Calcutta: Cathedral: Environs: Qllay-Child murder-llarrackpoor: 
JIIenagerie-Female Orphan Asylum-Conserration of Churches-l'Iach-Free School
.Botanical Garden-Bishop'. (".allege-Native Fema.le Schools-Distres. among Europ~an •• 

OCTOBER 11.-In the morning as the 
day broke (before which time is the 
usual hour of rising in India), we were 
much struck by the singular spectacle 
before us. Besides the usual appal'f!tus 
of a plactt, of arms, the walks, roofs, and 
ramparts swarmed with gigantic birds, 
the "~urgt""Ta," from .. hur," a bone, 
and" gIlana," to swallow, larger than 
the largest turkey, and twice as tall as 
the heron, which in some respects they 
much resemble, except that they have a 
large blue and red pouch under the 
lower bill, in which we were told they 
keep such foot! as they cannot eat at the 
moment.... These birds share with the 
jac~alls, who enter the fort through the 
drams, the post of scavenger. but unlike 
them, instead of flying mankind and 
daylight, lounge about with perfect 
ft:arlessness all day long, and almost 
jostle us from our paths. We walked 
some time round the square, and were 
amused to see our little girl, walking 
with her nurse, in great ddight at the 
animals round her, but rather en
cumbered with the number of servants 
who had attached themselves to her. 
For her especial service, a bearer, a 
khitmutgar, a hurkaru, and a cook, 
,!ere appointed, and there .were, be
Sides the two former, one of the sil
ver sticks with her, and ~nother bearer 
with a monstrous umbrella 011 a long 

• It haa since heen ascertained, by dissection, 
that this pou" has no connexlon with the 
stomach, but has II very small tube opening 
Into the nostril, through which it Is supposf'd 
air Is admitted to enable the bird to hreathe 
when tbe Orifice of tbe throat is cio.e<l by nny 
large substance, which it attempts, for .ome 
time III vrun, to swallow. At such time the 
polich Is in this .\I,Y inflated" It It rur, .. nd re
spiratIOn goo. on unimpeded.-Eo. 

bamboo pole, which he held over her 
head in the manner represented on 
Chinese screens. My wife bOOll re
duced her nursery ('stablbhment; but 
we afterwards found that it is the cus
tom in Calcutta to go to great expense 
in the equipage of children. 

A lady told us she had ~een a Iittl(, 
boy of six years old, paraded in a polly 
phaeton and pair, with his" llph," or 
nurse, coachman, .. cbattahburdar," or 
umbrella-bearer, a saees Oil each side, 
and another behind, leading a third 
pony, splendidly caparisoned, not ill 
case the young sahib should choose to 
ride, he Wag too young for that,-but, as 
the saees himself expressed it," for the 
look of the thing." This, however, 
rather belongs to old times, when, as a 
gentleman aswred me, he had himsdf 
heard, at the dinner party of one of the 
Company's civil servants, a herald pro
claiming aloud all the great man's 
titles; and when a p,alanquill with the 
silk brocade and glIding, which then 
adorned it, frequently cost 300(.' * rn
pees; at present the people are poorer 
and wiser. 

The approach to the city from the fort 
is striking;-we crossed a large green 
plain, having on the left the Hooghly. 
with its forest of masts and sails sel.:'n 
throu"h the stems of a <louLle rO>t of 
trees." On the right h3.Dd is the dis
trict called Chowringhee, lately a mere 
scattered huburb, but now almvst as 
closely built as, and very little le~s ex
tellbive than, Calcutta. In front was 
the esplanade, containing the To"Wn
hall, the Government-house, alid many 

.. The highest price of an r:nghNh built p". 
lanquin III the present d"y b 3UO rupees.-l'D. 
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handsome private dwellings, - the 
whole so like some parts of Peters
burgh, that it was hardly po<sible for 
me to faucy myself anywhere else. No 
native dwellings are visible from this 
quarter, except one extensive but ruin
ous bazaar, which occupies the an~le 
where Calcutta and Chowringhee jOln. 
Behind the esplanade, however, are 
only Tank-square, and some other 
streets occupied by Europeans.-the 
Durrumtollah and Cosl:Iitollah are pret
tyequally divided between the different 
nations, and all the west of Calcutta is 
a vast town,composed of narrow crooked 
streets, brick bazaars, bamboo huts. aud 
here and there the immense convent
like mansion of some of the more 
wealthy" Baboos" (the name of the na
tive Hindoo gentleman, answering to 
our esquire), or Indian merchants- and 
hankers. The Town-ball bas lIO other 
merit than size, but the Go,'ernment
house has narrowly missed being a 
noble structure; it cousists of two semi
circular galleries, placed back to back, 
uniting in the centre in a large ball, and 
connectin~ four splendid suites of apart
ments. Its columns are, however, in s' 
paltry style, and instead of having, as it 
might have had, two noble stol'itS and 
a basement, it has three stories, all too 
low, and is too much pierced with win
dows ou every side. I was here intro
duced. to Lord Amherst; and afterwards 
""ent to the cathedral, where I was in
stalled. This is a ve:.y pretty building, 
all but the spire, WhlCh is short and 
t'lumsy. The whole composition, in
deed, of the church, is full ofarchitec
tural blunders, but still it is, in other 
rc~pccts, handsome. The inside is ele
gant, paved with marble, and furuished 
with very large and handsome glass 
cballdelit'rs, tile gift of Mr. :WClintoch, 
with a light pulpit, with chairs on one 
side of the chancel for the Governor~ 
gl'neral and his family, and on the 
other for the Bishop and Archdea
con. We dined to-day at the Goveru
ment-house; to a stranger the ap
ptarance ot the bearded and turbaned 
waiters is stl'iking. 

O"tober 12.-This was 8un.]8Y. J 
tll'f'llched, :l.ud we had a good congt'l'
flJuon. 

October 13.-We dIivt! out twice a 
day on the course j I am much disa!?" 
pointed as to the splendour of the equI
pages, of which I had heard,¥> much 
lD England j the horses are most ot 
them both small and poor, while tht! 
dirty-white dresses and bare limbs of 
their attendants have, to an unaccus
tomed eye, an apptara;ce of allY thing 
but wealth and luxury ~ Clilcutta stands 
on an alDlQst perfect Itvel of alluvia.\ 
and mar&hy ground, '1'\ hich a century 
ago was covertd with juugle ~nd stag
nant pools, and which btill almost every
where betrays its Ul.soundlll>Ss l,y the 
cracks conspicuous in the best houses. 
To the east, at • .the distance of four 
mileS and a half, is a large hut shallow 
lagoon of saIt water, being tne tcrnli
nation of the 8underbunds,J1,pm which 
a canal is cut pretty nearly to the town, 
and towards which all the drainings of' 
the city flow-what little difiertnce of 
level there is b~ng in favou.r of the 
banks of the river. :Between tht! salt 
lake and the city the fpace is filled 1>y 
gardens, fruit-trees, and the d'l'\'ellings 
of the natives, some of tlltm of con
siderable size, but mostly wretchtd huts, 
all clustered in i1Tegular groups round 
large square tanks, and ('ollllected by 
narrow, winding, unpavt>d streets aDd 
lanes, amid tufts of bamboos, coco
trees, and plantains, picturesque and 
striking to the sight, but extremcly 
offensive to tbe smell, from the quan
tity of putrid water, the fumes of wood 
smoke, coco-nut oil, and above all th(' 
gbee, which is to the Hiudoo his prin
cipalluxury. Few Europeans live here, 
and those few, such as the missionaries 
employed by the Church Missionary 
Society in Mirzapoor, are said to suffcr 
greatly from the climate. Even my 
sircar, though a native, in speaking ot 
the neighbouri .. g district of Dhee 1n
tally, said that he himself never went 
near the .. bad water" which flows np 
from the salt-water lake, wi~out sick
ness and head-ache. 

To the south a branch of the Hooghly 
flows also into the 8nnderbunds. It is 
called by Europeans TollZ's nullah, but 
the natives regard it as the true Gunga, 
the wide stream being, as they pretend, 
the work of human and impious hands 
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at some early period of their history. Calcutta, with a row of trees on each 
In consequence, no person worships the side, and about its centre a flight of 
river between Kiddetj>or and the sea, steps to descend to the river, whic'h lD 

while Ihis comparatively insignificant the morning, a little after sUlll"iM.', is 
ditch enjoys all the same divine honours generally crowded with JX'rsons wash
which the Ganges and the Hooghiy ing themselves and performing their 
enjoy during the earlier parts of their devotiolls, of which, indeed, alJlution is 
course. The banks of the Tolly's nullah an essential and leading llart. The 
are covered by two large and nearly rest consists, in general, in rep('atcdly 
contignous villages, Kldderpoor and touching the forehead and cheeks with 
Allypoor, as well as by several con- white, red, or yellow earth, and ex
siderable European houses. and are said clamations of "Ram! ram!" Th('re 
$0 be remarkably dry and wholesome. are some Brahmins, however, always 
To the north is a vast extent of fertile about this time seated on the bank under 
country, divided into rice-fields, or- the trees, who keep counting their beads, 
chards, and gardens, covered with a turning over the leaves of their Lauana
thick shade of fruit-trees, and swarming leaf books, and muttering their prayers 
with an innumerable population, 'bccu- with considerable seeming de"'otion, aud 
pying tie large subu.rbs of Cossipoor, for a long time together. Th('se are 
Chitpoor~c:J This tract resembles, "Gooroos," or Religious Teachers, and 
in general appearance, the eastern 1!Ub- seem considerably respected. Childr~n 
tub, but is drier, healthier, and more and young persons are seen continually 
open; through it lie the two great roads kneeling down to them, and making 
to Dum Dum and Ba,l.Tackpoor. WC!tt- I them little offerings, but the wealthier 
ward flows the Hooglily, at least twice Hindoos seldom stop their palanquins 
as broad as the Thames below London for such a purpose. Where the e&pla. 
Bridge, covered with large ships and nude-walk Joins Calcutta, a very han(l
craft of all kind,. and ofr'ering on its some quay IS continued along the side 
farther bank the prospect of another of the river, resembling iu everything 
considerable suburb, that of Howt:.!!h,. but the durability of material the quays 
chiefly inhabited by ship-bui~but of Petersburgh. It is unhappily of brick 
with some pretty villas interspersed. instead of granite, and is as yet un
The road which borders Calcutta and finished, but many houses and public 
Chowringhee is called, whimsically buildings are rising 011 it, and it bida 
enough, " the circular road," and runs fair to be a very great additional or
along nearl:y the same line which wa.'l nament and con"Venience to Calcutta. 
once occupIed by a wide ditch and Vessels of all descriptions, to the bur
earthen fortification, raised on occasion den of six huudred tons, may lie almost 
of the Maharatta war. This is the closeuptothisquay,alldthereisalways 
boundary of the liberties of Calcutta, a crowd of ships and barks, as well as a 
Ilnd of English law. All offences com- very interesting assemblage of strangers 
mitted within this line are tried by the of all sorts and nations to be seen. Of 
" S'ldder Adawlut," or Supreme Court these perhaps the Arabs, who are nu
of Justice j those beyond fall, in the merous, are the most striking. flUm 
first instance, within the cognizance of their comparative fairness, their fill.! 

the local magistracy, 4!lnd in case of bony and muscular figures, their !loble 
appeal are determined by the .. Sudder countenances and picturesque dresh. 
D!!wannee," or Court of me People in 'fhat of a wealthy Arab, .. .Nacoda," 
Chowringhee, whose proceedings are or Cllptain, is pretty much what may 
guided \/; the Koran and the laws of be seen in "Niebuhr's Travels," as that 
Menn. of an emir of Yemen. They are said 

From the north-west angle of the fort to be extremely intdligent, bold, and 
to the ci~, along the banks of the active, but very dirty in their ~hil'<, 
Hooghlv, lS a walk of pounded brick, and excessively vain and insolent wht:a
coverl.>d· with sand, the usual material ever thpy hay ... the opportunity of being 
of the roads Ilnd streets in and l,ear ~I) With impunity. 
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-T-h-e-c-ro-w-d-o-n-th-is-q-ua-y-,-an-d-in-ev-e-ry---- not ~PaVA1ttiJl.fl\UI-fl 
part of Calcutta, is great. No fighting, urnisl~!CCf¥li~.fPt' 
however, is visible, though we hear a turbans or les, ,dllcn ar~'· slIpe 
great dt!al of scolding. A Hindoo hardly distinctive co adt'd\lI@;1tb&!rest of 
eyer strikes an equal, however severely the servant's . s ihe cl>~5hirt, 
he may be provoked. The Arabs, as caftan, and trowser·~~~~~~~" 
well as the Portuguese, are less patient, they are by nc means exa II Its 
aud at night frays, and even murders, cleanliness. The servants of the Go
in the street~ are of no unfrequent oc- vernor-General have very handsome 
currmce, chiefly, however, among the scarlet and gold caftans. 
two descriptions of persons whom 1 have The Governor-General has a very 
named. There are among the Hindoos pretty country l·esidence at Barrack
very frequent ill"tauoos of murder, but poor, a cantonment of troops about six
of" a more cowardly and premeditated teen miles north of Calcutta, in a small 
kind. They are cases chiefly of women park of (I should guess) from two to 
murdered f!'OlIl jealousy, and children three hundred acres, on the banks of 
for the sake of the silver ornaments the Houghly, offeIjng as beautiful a 
"ith which their parents are fond of displ:fy of turf, free, and flowering 
decorating them. Out of thirty-six shrub, as any scene in the wOrM can 
C;lSCS of murder reported in the pro- produce. The view of ~ river, 
viul'c of TIengal. during the short space though le~s broad here than at Cal
of, I lwlicvt', three months, seventeen cutta, is very fine j and the Danish set
w~re ot' children unuer these circum- tIement of Seraropoor, which stands on 
stanceb. the opposite bank. with its little spire, 

Though no slavery legally exists in its flag-staff, and its neat white builu
the Driubh territories at this moment, ings, is at this distance a very pleasing 
yet the terms amI ge:;tures used 1)y ser- object. Thp house itself of Barrack
vants to their 8uperio1'8, all imply that poor is handsome, containing three fine 
~uch II dlstinction was, at no distant sitting-rooms, though but few bed
date, ~ery common. " I am thy slave," chambers. Indeed, as in this climate 
-" Thy slave hath no knowledge," are no sleeping-rooms are even tolerable 
continually used as expressions of sub- llnle:;s they admit the southern breeze. 
mission and of ignorance. In general, there can be but few in any house. Ac
however, I do 110t think that the Ben- cordingly, that of Barrackpoor barely 
galee servants are more submissive or accommodates Lord Amherst's own 
respectful to their masters than those family; and his aides-de-camp and 
of Europe. The habit of appearing visitors sleep in bungalows, built at 
with bare feet in the house, the manner sOllle little distance from it in the park. 
of addressing their superiors by joining " Bungalow," a corruption of Bengalee, 
Inc hands as in the attitude of prayer, is the general name in this country for 
at first give them such an appearance. any structure in the cottage style, and 
nllt these are in fact nothing more than only of one floor. Some of these a:re 
taking off the hat, or bowing, in Eng- spacious and comfortable dwellings. 
land j and the person who acts thus is as generally with high-thatthed roofs, 
likely to speak saucily or neglect our surrounded with a verandah, and con .. 
ol'dl'1"8 as any English footman or groom. tRining tIuce or tOur good apartments, 
Some of their expressions, indeed, are with bath-rooms and dressing-rooms 
ofll'll misunderstood by new comers as enclosed from the eastern, western, or 
uncivil, when nothing less than incivi- northern verandahs. Th4f ,.,south is 
lity is intended. If you bid a man always left open. We went to Bal" 
order breakfast, he will answer," Have rackpoor the 28th of October. The 
1 not ordered it?" or, .. Is it not already road runs all the way between gardens 
coming?" merely meaning to express lind orchards, so that the traveller is 
his own alacrity in obeying you. They' seldom without shade. Our journey 
are, on the whole, intelligent, and are we made before ei~ht o'clock, no tra
\"ery attentive tQ supply your wishes, veiling being practicable at this season 
VO~l D 
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of the year with comfort, afterwards. to kill a woman who had said some
Wf' stayed two da)s, and were greatly thing to offend him. The man WlI8 

pleased with everything we saw, and, executed before our an-ivai. 
above dl, with the kindness of Lord Capital punishments are de~cribed as 
and Lady Amherst. far from frequent, and appear to be in-

At Barrackpoor, for the first time, I fiicted for murder only; for smaller 
mounted an elephant, the motion of crimeli, offenders are sentenced to hard 
which I thought far from disagreeable, labour, and are seen at wor!;: in the 
though very different from that of a public roads, and about the harracks, 
horse. As the animal moves both feet in groups more or less numerous, each 
on the same side at once, the sensation man with fetters on his Ie!!!" and 
is like that of being carried on a man's watched by policemen, or Sepoys. 
shoulders. A full-grown elephant car- These poor creatu,es, whatever their 
ries two persons in the "howdah," be- original crimes may have been, are 
sides the "mohout," or driver, who sits probably still more hardened by a 
on his neck, and a servant on the crup- punishmentwhich thus daily, and for 
per behind with an umbrella. The a length of time together, exposes them 
howdah itself, which Europeans \f.;e, is in a degraded and abject condition to 
not unlil:i:e the body of a small gig, but the eyes of men. I never saw counte
without II.btad. The native howdahs nances so ferocious and desperate as 
have a far less elevated seat, and are many of them ofter, and which are the 
much more ornamented. At Calcutta, more remarkable as being contrasted 
or within five miles of it, no elephants with the calmness and almost feminine 
are allowed, on accjilunt of the fre- mildness which generally characterize 
quent accidents which they occasion by the Indian expression of features. 
frightening horses. Those at Barrack- What, indeed, can be expected in men 
poor were larger animals than I had who have neither the consolations of 
expected to see; two of them were at Christianity nor the pity of their brc
least ten feet high. That which Lord thren-who are without hope in this 
Amherst rode, and on which 1 accom- world, and have no just idea of any 
panied him, was a very noble fellow, world but this? 
dressed up in splendid trapvin!!S. which The cantonment o( Barrackpoor is 
were a present from the Kine: of Oude, I very vrettv. consisting of a large vil
and ornamented all over With fish, em- lage inhabited by soldiers, with bunga
broidered in gold, a deviee which is lows for the European officers and other 
here considered a badge of' royalty. I white inhabitants, who are attractd 
was amused by one peCuliarity, which hither-by the salubrity of the air, the 
I had never before heard of; while the vicinity of the Governor's residence, or 
elephant is going on, a man walks by the beauty and convenience of the rh cr. 
his side, tellu.g him where to tread, In the park several uncommon animals 
bidding him" take care,"-" step out," are kept: among them the Ghyal, all 
warning him that the road is rough, animal of which I had not, to my re, 
slippery, &c., all which the animal is collection, read any account, thougll 
supposed. to understand, and take his the name was not unknown to me. 11 
measures accordingly. The mollOut is a very noble creature, of the ox OJ 
says nothing, but guid~ him by press- buffalo kind., with immen<;cly Iargl 
ing his legs to his neck, on the side to horns, and a native of Thibet and Ne· 
which he wishes him to turn, urging paul. 
him forwll,rds with tbe point of a for- It is very much larger than the larges 
midable go.!d, and sto\lping him by a Indian cattle, but hardly, I think, equa 
blow on the forehead WIth the butt end to an English bull: its'tail is bushy, aD( 
of the same instrument. The command its horns form almost a mass of whitl 
thehe men have over their elephants is and solid bone to the centre of its fore 
well known; and a circulllstance lately head. It is very tame and gentle, an( 
occurred of one of them making a sign would, I should think, be a great im 
to his bpast, which was inbtantiy obeyed., provement on the common Indw.n brw 
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of horned cattle. There is albO another 
beautiful animal of the ass kind, from 
the Cape of Good Hope, which is kept 
in a stall, and led about by two men to 
exercise daily. They complain of its 
wild and untameable spirit, and, when 
I saw it, had hampered its mouth with 
such an apparatus of bit and bridle that 
the poor thing was almost choked. It 
is extremely strong and bony, of beau
tiful form, has a fine eye and good 
countenance, and though not striped 
like the zebra, is beautifully clouded 
with different tints of fISh and mouse 
colour. ·We met two lynxes, or" siY8 
gush," during our ride, also taking the 
air, It'd each in a chain by his keeper, 
one of thcm in body clothes, like an 
English greyhound, both perfectly tame, 
and extremely beautiful creatures, about 
the sue of a large ~paniel, and in form 
and colour something between a fox 
and a cat, but with the silky fu.. and 
characteristic actions of the latter. The 
other animals, consisting of two or three 
tigers and leopards, two different kinds 
of bears-one Dengalee, the other from 
Sincapoor, a porcupine, a kangaroo, 
monkeys, mouSe-deer. birds, &c., are 
kl'pt in a menagerie, their dens all very 
clean, 1I.Il!!, except one of the bears and 
oue hyll!na, all very tame. The Ben
galee bears are precisely of the same 
kind with that which is described and 
drawn, but without a name, in .. Be
wick's Quadrnpt'ds," as' said to be 
brought from Ben&"8l. Tbey are fond 
of vegetables, and almost exclusively 
fed on them; three of these are very 
goud-natnred, and sbow their impa
tience for tbeir meals (after which they 
are said to be ,'err greedy) only by a 
moaning noise, raismg themselves up
right against the bars of thll cage, and 
caressing, in a most plaintive and coax
ing way, any persOIl who approaches 
them. The fourth is a very surly fel
low, always keeps himself in a corner 
of his den, with his face turned awa;y: 
from tilt' light.and the visitants, and, If 
at all teazed, turns about in furious 
wrath. The Sincapoor bear is smlllll'r 
than the others, and a very br::lUtiful 
animal, with a tine, black, close fur, a 
tan muzzle and breast, 'Very playfu~, 
Ilnd nat greedy. All of them climb 

like cats, notwithstanding their bulk, 
which equals that of a large llussiau 
bear. They were at one time ~pposed 
to be ant-eaters, but, Dr. Abel says, er
roneously. They burrow in the ground, 
have longer snouts and claws than our 
EurofCan bead, and struck me forcibly 
as a lmk between the badger and the 
common bear, though in everything bnt 
their vivacity they bear a. general re
semblance to the sloth, or bradypus. 

While we were at Barrackpoor a co
bra de capello was killed close to our 
bungalow i it was talked of by the na
tives in a manner which proved them 
not to be common. In Calcutta poison
ous &nakes are very seldom seen; nor 
are eyanywhere to be mue,1J appre
hended, except one goes into oid ruins, 
neglected pagodas, or dry at"\1'rubhishy 
plael's, where Europeans have not often 
occasion to tread. The water-snakes, 
which are met with in most places, are 
very seldom d.!ngerous. Alligators 
sometimes eome on shore tobask, and 
there is one in a small pond in the park. 
They are of two kinds: one, which 
seems like the common crocodile of the 
Nile, has a long nose, and is harmless, 
unless provoked; the other is somewhat 
smaller, has a round snublJed head, and 
frequently attacks dogs and other simi
lar animals, and is sometimes dangerous 
to men who go into the river. I sus
pect that both these kinds are found in 
Egypt, or have been so in ancient times. 
I cannot else account for the remarkable 
discrepancy of the relations which are 
given us respecting their ferocity and 
activity, their tameness and slugg:U;h
ness. The ancients seem to have paid 
most attention to the formidable spe
cies. The other is that which has been 
seen by Drnce and Sonnini. 

November 2nd "as Sacrament Sun
day at the CathMral, and there was a 
considerable number of communicants. 
-In the evelling we went to see the 
school for European female ~halls, an 
extensive and very useful establishment, 
supported by subscriptions, of "\\hich 
Mrs. Thomubon is the most active ma
nager. It is a spacious and handsome 
though irregular building, ah·y. and 
well adapted to its purpose, situated in 
a large compound in the Circular l{ood. 

D2 
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The nt'ighhour1\Ood has been fancied 
unhealthy, but we saw lIO appearance 
I)f it in the girls. Thf estahlishment 
<leems "ell conducted j .the girls are not 
encouraged to go out as servants j when 
they have relations in England they 
are usually sent thither; unless eligible 
matches occur for them among the 
tradesmen of Calcutta, who have, in
ueed, few other opportunities of obtain
ing wives of European blood and breed
iJlg. Even ladies going out are not 
.tlways permitted to take white maids, 
,ulIl always ullder a bond; that in a 
year or two they shall be sent back 
again. The consequence is, that the 
free mariners, and other persollS who 
go out 10 India, are induced to -form 
connectibns with women of the coun
try j yet "t-never met with any public 
man connected with India, who did not 
lament the increasc of the half-caste 
population as a great source of present 
mischief and future danger to the tran
quillityof the colony. Why then for
bid the introduction of a class of women 
who woulJ furnish white wives to the 
white eolonists; and so far, at least, 
diminish the evil of which they com
plain? Security to a moderate amount 
that the persoll thus going to India 
should not become burdensome to the 
colony, would be enough to answer 
ever~ political puryose of the present 
restnctlOns. • 

Of opportunities for education there 
seems liO want, either for rich or poor; 
there are some considerahle schools for 
the children of the former, of both 
sexes. There is an excellent Free 
School for the latter, and the children 
of soldiers and officers have the Mili
tary Orphan Asylum, from which 
where legitimacy exist~, no tint ~r 
comrle1iou is excluded. 

~ovember 4.-1 wert! to cOnsecrate a 
new church at Dum Dwn, having pre
,"iou~ly obtained the sanction of Go
vemment-for the performance of the 
ceremollY. both here and at St. James's 
iu Calcutta, as also a written assurance 
from the Governor in Council that the 
buildings should thenceforward be ap
propriated to thl' worship of God after 
the forms aud laws of the English 
Church. . This I thought a. suilicient 

title, and it lnlS !!crtainly all that cOllld 
be obtained in this country. Accord
ingly I determined not to lose the op
portunity of giving the sanction of a 
most impressive form of dedication to 
these two churches, as likely to do good 
to all who shared in the service, and to 
offend nobody; while if, which is utterly 
unlikely, any future Governor should 
desecrate the piles, on his OWll head be 
the transgresslOn. 

The road to Dum Dum is less inter
esting than that to Barrackpoor; lIke it 
it is a military village, the principal 
European artillery cantonment in IndIa. 
It consists of several long, low ranges 
of building, all on the /!:round-floor, or
namented with verandahs, the lodging 
of the troops, and some small but ele
gant and convenient houses occupied 
by the officers, adjoining an open hpace 
like the "Meidan," or large plain of 
Calcutta, which is appropriated to the 
practice of artillery. The Command
ant, General Hardwicke, with whom 
we spent the day, resides in a large 
llOuse, built on all artificial mound, of 
considerable height above the neigh
bouring country, and surrounded by 
very pretty walks and shrubberies. 
The house has a venerable appearance, 
and its lower story, all well as the 
mound 011 which it stands, is said to be 
of some antiquity, at least for Bengal. 
where so many powerful agents of Ile
strnctioll are always at work, that no 
architecture can be durahle; aull though 
ruins and buildings of apparently re
mote date are extremely common, it 
would, perhaps, be difficult to find a 
single edifice one hundred and fifty 
Yl'ars .)Jd. This building is of' brick, 
with small windows and enornlOUS but
tresses. The upper story, which i:; of 
the stYle of architecture mual in Cal
cutta, was added by Lord Clive, who 
also laid out the gardens, and made this 
his oountry-house. We here mel a 
large party at breakfast, and afterwards 
proceeded to the church, which is a very 
pretty building, divided into aisles by 
two rows of Doric pillars, and capable 
of containing a numerous congregation. 
It was now filled by a large au<1 very 
attentive andience, compos<.'(l of the 
European regiment, the officers and 
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th~ir families, and some visitors from 
Calcutta, whom the novelty of the oc
CIlSion brought thither. The consecra
tion of the cemetery followed,-wisely 
here, as in all British India, pl;.tced at 
some distance from the church and the 
Tillage. On our return to General 
Hardwicke's, we amused ourselves till 
dinner-time with looking over his very 
extensive museum, consisting of a great 
number of insects in excellent presenra
tion, and many of them of rare beauty, 
collected during a long residence m 
India, or sent to him from most of the 
oriental islands; a large stuffed collec
tion of birds and animals, perfect also, 
notwithstanding the great difficulty of 
preserving such objects here, beside 
some living 8Jlimals, II. very pretty an
telope, a vampire-bat, a gibbon or long
armed ape, II. gentle and rather pretty 
animal of its kind, a cobra cIe capello, 
and some others. The vampire-bat is 
II. very harmless creature, of habits en
tirely different from the formidable 
idea entertained of it in England. It 
only eats fruit and vegetables, and in
deed its teeth are not indicative of car
nivorous habits, and from blood it turns 
away when offered to it. During the 
day-time it is, of course, inert; but at 
night it is lively, affectionate, and play
fQI, knows its keeper, but has no objec
tion to the approach and touch of others. 
General Hardwicke has a noble collec
tion of coloured drawings of beasts, 
birds, fishes, and insects, to the amount 
of many hundreds, drawn and arranged 
with great b£>auty and regularity. We 
returned to Calcutta after dinner. 

l"-ot'(?1llber 12. - I consecrated St. 
James's Church before an equallr nu
merous congregation, but more, mlscel
laneous in its character than that at 
DUlll Dum. and containing a large 
nutuber of half-castc&. It stands in the 
centre of the poorest and most nume
rous Christian population of Calcutta, 
and thus attended, is indeed most valu
able: a great many sailors also come 
to this church. Mr. Hawtayne offici
aM here; he ('an boa~ t1!eJlOno~f 
havi~g ~gjlY.~rteg: a ffm4QQ...!lTOecent 
aCt1UlH'lUents and re~p\'cta\'le <'!lste, "ho 
was apUZeua1ew aays ago. The 
Portuguese are numerous. and ha "'e two 

.. 
large churches here. The one I have 
secn, which is nQt however the largest 
of the two, it! very handsome, exactly 
like the Roman Catholic chU:~ches c;/ 
Europe, and, as being something more 
obscure and shadowy in its interior, is 
both more solemn and better adapted 
to the climate than the Protestant places 
of worship. Their clergy wear their 
canonical dress of white cotton. A 
Roman . Catholic bishop, titulary of 
Thibet, whose station is iu the upper 
provinces, about this time passed through 
Calcutta. I did not see him, but he 
caHed on Lord Amherst He is an 
Italian by'birth, but has passed' almost 
his wl10le life as a priest In Brazil, and 
sinc~ as a bishop1.n the Portuguese set
tlements of Congo and Loangel. From 
thence a translation must, I ~uld have 
thought, have been a great happiness, 
yet, Lord Amherst said, he spoke of his 
past and future prospects with a sort of 
doubtful reret alld uneasy anticipation, 
and seeme to stand in very needless 
fear both of the English and native 
governments. lIe is, I believe, the only 
bishop of his chur('h in this countn, 
though there are two or three more fa 
the southern extremity of the Penin
sula. 

N{)/Jember lB.-My wife weut to a 
nftch given by one of the wealthy na
tives, Baboo 110u lall ~ . h, whose 
immense house, WIt onnthian pillars, 
we had observed more than once in our 
passage along the Chitpoor road. She 
has given a full account of it in her 
journal.... I was kept away by a re-

• J jomed Lady Macnaghten and a large 
party tnis evening to go to a nBch given by " 
rich native, Roupllill Mulbch, on the opening 
of his new house. The outside" as 1Irll. 
bantly illuminated, and, as the buUdmg ia a 
fine one, the etrect wu extremely good. The 
crowd without tbeogates was great. W" were 
ushered into a large hall, 0 cupyingtbe centle 
of the house, found "hich run t"o galleries 
"ith a number of doors opemng mto small 
apartments, the upper onea beingJo. the mo.t 
part inhabited by the females 07 the fumil~', 
who were of eourse in,'IoI1>le to ua, thoulilt 
the v were ahle to look do"n Into the 111111 
through the Venetian.. This han Is open to 
the sky, but on thio,aa on all public occa"lOns, 
it was • .overed in with !<Carlet cloth, "ith 
which the 11 oar was also carpeted. All the 
larlte nath-" house. are built on til,. prir.rlplp ; 
8:,,1 t.he fathers, sone, and grandsons. \\ ith' 
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gard to the scruples of the Christian About this time I attended the first 
and Mahommedan inhabitants of Cal-meeting of the governors of the Free 
cutta, maTJY of whom' look on all these School which had occurred since my 
Hilldon" feasts as indiscriminately ido- arrival. I on this occasion saw the 
latrous, and offered in honour of some whole establishment; it is a very noble 
one or other of their deities. The fact institution, consisting of a school where 
is that there are some, of which this two huudred and forty-seven boys and . 
was one, given chiefly, if not entirely, girls are lodged, boarded, and clothed, 
to Europeans by, the wealthy Hindoos, and some received as day-scholars. 
in which no religions ceremony is They are all instructed in English, 
avowed, and in which, if any idolatrous reading, writing, cyphering, and their 
offering really takes place, it is done religious faith and duties, for which 
after the white guests are departed. purpose the different. Catechisms and 

______________ other compendia furnished by the 80-
their respective families, live together, till ciety for Promoting Christian Know
their .nm~h<'rs beco~e too great, when they ledge are employed. Some few of the 
separate lrke the patnarchs of old, and find out I day-scholars are ArmenIan Christians, 
nt'w habitations. The magnificence Q,¥ the h b' h fc I. 
huihliug. the heautiful pillars supporting the W ose parents 0 ~ect to t e~ ormu ie, 
upper gafrenes, and the expensive and nume· and there are one or two Hmdoos who 
rous glas-.,&handeliers with which it was ~re allowed to attend, and who also 
li!(hted, formed a striking cont .... ' with th!, stand on one side when the Catechism 
dirt, the apparent po,-ertv, and the slovenh- . , 
ness of every part that ,,:as not prepared for IS repeated, though they.say the ~ord s 
<,xhibition; the rubbish left by the builders Prayer and read the ScrIptures WIthout 
had actually never bee!, removed out ?f the scruple. The children of Roman Ca
low~r gall<,ry,-the bamlers of the staircase, tholies of whom there are also several 
In Itself paltry, were of common unpamted' • .' 
wood, and broken in many places, and I was apparently make no such difficnlties, 
force,! to tread with care to avoid the m..... and even attend church with the rest 
of dirt over ~hich we walked. of the scholars. They are in fact so 

On entenng \\e found a crowd collected . dId th' , f 
round a songstr{>ss of great reputation, named 19norant an neg eete '. at many. ,0 
Viiki. the Catalani of the East, who was singing them have scarcely any Idea of Chl'l8-
in a low but 8w~et voic? soT?e .Hindoostanpe tianity but what they acquire here. 
songs, accompame~ by martlficIal and unme· The girls' school is a separate building 
101h(1U8 natIve musIc. As the crowd was gre:lt, h . , 
we adjourned into a small room opening ont of sOITlewhat less extent than t e boys; 
of the npper gallery, where we .at listt'mng to both are surrounded by good com
one song after another, devoured by swarms of pounds and built on the highest spot 
mosquito.i, till we were heart~ly tired, w~en on this' flat distr' ct 
her place \vas taken by the nach, or dancmg- 1 • • • 
~irls,-irdallcing that could be called which The system of Dr. BellIS pursued III 
consisted in strained movements of the arms, these schools, except that the climate 
head, and body, the fett, lhollgh in perpetual requires more sitting than he allows, 
slow motIOn, seldom movmg from the same d h' h' to. • d d 
spot. Some story wa .. E'vidently intended to ~n tIS, t ele.tOle, I~ arrange accor -
lle told from the expression of their COllnte- lng to the Lancasterlan system. The 
nances, but to me it was qu!te unintelli~iLI. boys are very well taught, many of 
(never saw publ.c dancmg.m Engl~nd so free them write beautiful hands and are 
~~:r e;::!st~~ ~~~~~~~h~~lio ;~tt~~:n~~t excellent accountants, for b~th which, 
their faces, feet, and hands, bei~g expos~d to indeed, they have a strong natural turn. 
,·jew .. A~ att~mpt at bu(oonery nf;"xt fol· Their re~dillg is not so good, since in 
l?\\·.ed, 1111magll~e(~. m:ui worse ex~uted. con· fact almost all of them have to learn 
8lstm~ of a had ImitatIOn of English country. . . • 
dances by ill dressed men. III short, the", hole EnglIsh as well as readlng, It beIng a 
exhibition ~as fatig"ing and stup~d, nearly curious fact that scarcely any children 
~~.~~y ~!~a~ ~~ltg~~:tte~fh~~V:~:: ~::I~:~r:'~~~ brought up in thi~<:<>untry, eit~er hig~ 
shown into another room, where a supper. or low, speak anything, eve~ WIth theIr 
tahle was Jaid out for a select few, and I was parents, but the broken IlIlldoostanee 
toM the great suppenooUl was well supplied and vulgar Bengalee, which they learn 
:\:.~v:~~aJl~e~~ m!lCl~;i:;ue,d an~o~:t i~~ \i:=~~ f'r~m their nurses, while of these poor 
Jisposed 10 attend another nacho -Extract chlldren most have Bengalce mothers. 
fro'll Edit",.', Juurnal. They exhibit, acrording to the hCl\d. 
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mastt>r, mOi>t of them considerable quick
ness and a good memory, but are defi
cient, when compared with English b01s 
of the same age and rank in life, 1D 

common sense, courage, and honesty, 
as well as in bodily strength. They 
seldom fight. and are much afraid of 
pain, but '\\ hen provoked scold each 
<'ther t1uently, and use verr indecent 
and bad language. This IS a crime 
which they but too naturally learn from 
their heathen neighbours, and for which 
it is most frequently neces!>8.ry to punish 
them. The next most frequent crime 
is theft from each other. Lying, to 
conceal their faults, and nnder fear of 
punishment, is also very prevalent; 
but on this I cannot lay much stress, 
since even in English schools, among 
little boys of the lower rank, I know 
it so common as hardly to be ex
Ct!eded. 

Leprosy, in both its most formidable 
kinds, elephantiasis and leontiasis, is 
said to be almost as common here as 
iu Syria and Arabia; and ,1 have seen 
instances 0' both kinds among the beg
gars in the streets, though certainly 
not 60 many as tlle accounts which I 
Ilad hpard would have ·led me to ex
pect. The swollen legs of the former 
('om plaint I have npticed in three or 
four excursions; of the latter OnlY tWO 
iustances have occurred to me,-;-Qne a 
miserable native beggar, the other an 
European of the lower rank. The 
first has lost all his fingers, his nose, 
and several of his toes; the second is 
of a hideous mealy white complexion. 
Among Europeans it is allowed to be 
very unusual, but when it comes it 
IInswers, in all respects, to the fatal 
disease described by Michaelis in his 
II Anmerkungen uher die M"osaische 
Gericht," &c., and can be only palli
ated and a little delayed in its course 
by nny remedies which medicine 'can 
supply. 

A(lI>(!m'JeT 20.-W e went to see the 
Botanical Garden with Lady Amherst. 
Captain l\Ian:t)ing took us down in his 
ship's cutter to the" GMt," or landing
p~ace, at the Garden Heach, )\ hich is 
nn the oPI'osite si,le of the river, and 
where we md Lady and l\1i~ Amherst, 
\( ho were waiting for ns with one of 

" 
the Governor's boats. Of these there 
are two: the largest is called the Suna
mookee, and is a splendid but heavy 
gilt and painted barge, rigged like a 
ketch, with a dining-room and bed
room; the other, on which we were 
now to embark, is the " Feel Churra," 
elepbaut bark, from having its head 
adorned with that of an elephant, with 
silver tusks. It is a large, light, and 
beautiful canoe, paddled by twenty men, 
who sit with their faees towards the 
head, with one leg hanging over the • 
side of the boat, and the great toC?'" 
through a ring fastened to its. side. 
They keep time with their paddles, 
and Join occasionally in chorus with n 
man who stand$ln the middle, singing 
what I was assured were verses of his 
own composition; sometimed'"'amatory, 
sometimes in praise of the British na
tion, the .. Company Sahib," and the 
Governor-General; and in one or two
instances were mrrations of different 
victories gahled by our troops in India. 
The tunes of many of them are simple 
and pleasing, but the poet has not a 
good voire. His appearance is singu
lar,-a little, thin, squinting man, ex
tremely conceited, with large silver 
manacles, like those of women, round 
his naked ancIes, which he jingles in 
caaence to nis story. In the fore-part 
of the boat is a small cabin, vef1 richly 
ornamented, like the awnings 1D Eng
lish barges, but enclosed with Venetian 
blinds; and between this and the head 
the mace-bearers of the Governor stand. 
The Union Jack is hoisted at the head 
and stern of the boat, and the Com
pany's flag in the centre. With oars it 
would go at a great rate; but the infe
riority of paddles was now fairly proved, 
by the far more rapid progress of Cap
tain Mannin~s boat, though quite as 
heavy, and Wltl? only ten rowei's. 

The Botanical Garden is a very beau
tiful and well-managed institution, en
riched, besides the noblesto trees and 
most beautiful pJants of India, with a 
vast collection nf t<xotics, chiefly col
lected by Dr. Wallich himself, in Ne
paul, Pulo Penang. Sumatra, and Java, 
and increa.~ed by contributions from the 
Cap€'. Brazil, and many ditrerent part! 
of Africa and America, as well as Aus-
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tralasia, and the South Sea Islands. It 
is not only a curious but a picturesque 
and most beautiful scene, and more 
perfectfy answers,.Milton's idea of Para
dise, except that it is on a dead flat in
stt'ad of a hill, than anything which"! 
ever saw. Among the exotics I noticed 
the nutmeg, Ii pretty tree, something 
like a myrtle, with a beautiful peach
like blossom, but too delicate for the 
winter even of Bengal, and, therefore, 
placed in the most sheltered situation, 
and carefully matted round. The sago
palm is a tree of great singularity and 
beauty, and in a grove or avenue pro
duces an effect of striking solemnity, 
not unlike that of Gothic archite~ure. 
There, were some splendid South Ame
rican cr\epers, some plantains from the 
Malayat1"';irchipelago, of vast size and 
'great beauty; and, what ex.cited a me
lancholy kind of interest, a little 
wretched oak, kept alive with difficulty 
nnder a sky and in -a temperature so 
perpetually stimulating, which allowed 
1t no repose, or tinle to shed its leaves 
and recruit its powers by bybernation. 
Some of the other trees, of which I had 
formed the greatest expectations, disap
pointed me-such as the pine of New 
Caledonia, which does not succeed here, 
at least the specimen which was shown 
me was weak-looking and diminutive 
in comparison with the priuts in Cook's 
Voyage, the recollection of which is 
strongly imprinted on my mind, though 
I have not looked at them since I was a 
boy. Of the enormous size of the Adan
soma, a tree from the neighbourhood of 
Gambia and Senegal; I had heard much 
-the elephant of the vee;etable creation I 
I was, however, disappomted. The tree 
is doubtless wonderful, and the rapidity 
of its growth is still more wonderful 
than its bulk: but it is neither particu
larly tall nor stately. IIJts bulk consists 
in an enormous enlargement of its cir
cumference immediately above the roots, 
and for 3D comparatively small height 
np its stem, which rather resembles that 
disease of the leg which bears the ele
phant's name, than tallies with his ma
jestic and well-proportioned, though 
~omewhat unwiddy stature. Dr. Wal
lich has the management of another ex.
tensive public estaulishment at Titty-

ghu~, near Barrackpoor, of the ~ame 
nature with this, uut appropriated more 
to the illtroductiOll of useful plants into 
Bengal. He is himself a native of D~n
mark, but left his country young, :Illd 
has devoted his life to natural history 
and botany in the East. His character 
and conversation are more than usually 
interesting; the first all frankness, 
fJiendliness, lind ardent zeal for the 
service of science; the last enriched by 
a greater store of curious iuforn.. .. ~:on 
relating to India and the neighhouring 
countries, than auy which I have yet 
met with. 

These different public establishments 
used to be all cnltivated by the collvicts 
in chains, of whom I have already 
spoken. In the Botanical Garden their 
labour is now supplied by peasants 
hired br the day or week, and the ex
change IS found cheap, as well as other
wise advantageous and agreeable; the 
labour of freemen here, as elsewhere, 
being infinitely cheaper than that of 
slaves. 

During Lady Amherst's progress 
through the gardens 1 obsernd that, 
besides her usual attendants of gilt
sticks and maces, two men with spears, 
also' richly gilt, and two more with 
swords and bucklers, went before her. 
This custom is, so far as 1 have seen at 
present, confined to the Governor and 
his family; but I understand it used to 
be the case with most persons of condi
tion in Calcutta. 

To the north of the Botanical Gar
den, and separated from it by an ex ten
sive plantation of teak trees, stands the 
new College, founded by the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, un
der the management and at the sug
gestion of Bishop Middleton, in a beau
tiful situation, and the building, from :1 
little distance, beautiful also, in the 
Gothic of Queen Elizabeth's tjme. 

December 12.-1 attended, together 
with a large proportion of the Euro
pean Society of Calcutta, an examina
tion of the Native Female Schools. in
stituted by Mrs, Wilson, and carried 
on by her, together with her hl1~hand 
and the other Missionaries of the 
Church Missionary Snci€'ty, The pro
gl'CSS which the d,ii,lrpJ) as wdl as 
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the grown pupils had made, was very enlighttll the Hindoos; this I had some 
crt'ditablll; and it may show how days ago an excellent opportunity of 
highly we ought to appreciate Mrs. observing, in going round the schools 
Wilson's efforts, when I mention that supported by the Society for PrJ'moting 
when she began her work there was no Christian Knowledge, with Mr. Haw~ 
kn(lwn instance of an Indian female 'tayne, and sE'eing with how much ap
haVing been instructed in reading, wlit- parent cordiality he was received, not 
ing, or sewing; and that all those who (lnly by the children themselves and 
knew most of the country regarded her the schoolmasters, thongh all Hindoos 
attempt to bring them together intG and Mussulmans, but by the parents 
schools as idle as any dream of enthu- and the neighbouring householders of 
siasm could be.· She is a sensible and whatever religion. 
amiable young woman, with patience On all these points, however, and on 
and good temper sufficient to conquer the great change which secms to be 
most obstacles, who has acquired an in- taking place in the character of this 
fiul'nce over these poor little girls and vast nation, or at least in the provin('~ 
their parents, as well as over her grown of B~gal, I have written at consider
pupils, which at first sight seems little able length to :my friends in ~ngland, 
less than magical. It was very pretty and therefore shall not repeat my 
to see the little swarthy children come opinions and observations hel e 
forward to repeat their lessons" and December 25.-This being Christ
show their work to Lady Amherst, mas-day I had a large <'Ongregation and 
blushing even through their dark com- a great number of Communicants, I 
plexions, with their muslin veils thrown think above 300 •• Now, and at Easter
~relessly round their slim half-naked d2.y, it is the cllstom in Calcutta to 
figures, their black hair plaited, their give very splendidly to the communion 
foreheads specked with white or red collection, which is the fund for the 
paint, and their heads, necks. wrists, support of the European poor (for there 
and aneles loaded with all the little are no poor-rates), and is managed witb 
finery they could beg or borrow for the great judgment and attention by a body 
occa&ion. Thldr parents make n~ Ob-

I 
of gentlemen, callin&, themselves the 

jt'ction to their learning the ca~chism. select vestry of the Cathedral. There 
or being t.'I.ught to read the Bible, pro- IS a good deal of distress among the 
vidcd nothing is done which can ~ake Europeans and half-castes here, arising 
them lose caste. And many of the from various causes, especially from 
Brahmins themselves, either finding the the multitude of speculations which 
current of popular opinion too strongly have been tried of late years in indigo 
ill favour of the· measures pursued for and other establishments. If a Dlan 
them to struggle with, or really iufiu- once begins falling so far as to bor
enced by the beauty of the lessons row mOIley, it is hardly possible for 
taught in Scripture, and the advantage him to recover himself; the interest of 
of ghing useful knowledge, and some- loans is so high, and the nece5~ary ex
thing like a moral sense, to the lower penses of living so great, while a re
fRllks of their countrymen and coun- turn to England, excl'pt in forma pau
try,womcn, app~ar to approve of Mrs. peris, and at the Company's cost, is too 
" ilson's plan, and attend the exaroi- expensive to be-thought of by persons 
nation of ht'r scholars. There is not under such Ci1"Cllmstances. Nor are 
even a ~emblaDce of opposition to the they luxuries only that ruin the colo
efforts> which we are now making to nist in Calcutta. House-relit is "nor

• Attheend'ofthe yeBl' 182& Mrs. Wilson 
blld ahout 600 scholRl'l In various schools in 
the suburbs of Calcutta. When the Ct'ntral 
School i. completed these will all he Concen
trated. At th .. comm .. ncement of this experi. 
mer.t, Mrs. Wilson thought henelf fortunate 
"hen .he had obtamed the attenciance of six 
or levell c1uldren.-Eo. 

mous, and though the poorer classes of 
Europeans and half-castes lived ill 
wretched dwellings, in very unwhole
some parts of the town. thev are often 
obliged to pay for these as much as 
would rent an excellent house in most 
of the markt't-towlls of England. and 
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would f'urni&h them with very tolerable I My wife went a few clays ago 00 a 
dwellings even in London. Clothes cruise to the Sand-heads, for the lx'nefit 
too are dear. On.the Ather hand pro- of our child's health. 
visions~ by those who will stoop so low, Captain Manning joined his ship at 
are to be had for almoet nothing from Saugor at the same time, with a pro
the remains of the diDn(~rs of the prin- mise that when he nl'Xt returns here, 
eipal European families, which the he is again to become our guest. He 
climate will not suffer to be kept till is an excellent man, warm and single
another day, and are therefore disposed hearted beyond most I know, of cons i
of by the Khansamans at a very low derable talent in his profession and in 
rate indeed. Still there is much real mechanics, and of verr pleasing ullaf'· 
want, and I apprehend that a man who fected manners. Dunng the time he 
gives as a Christian ought to give, will has been with us, I have had an oppor
in Calcutta find little opportunity for tnnity of knowing his character tho
saving, and still less for amusement roughly, and am very glad to be able 
and needless luxury. Deus faxit ut to rank him among the number of DIy 
quod ei debeo absolvam 1 frien~. 

l ~ I. v.O 1- '1 I 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pagodas- Barrackpo!t- Serampoor: Deeolta -Chandernagore - Christmas Boxes- Idols
Tltty·ghur - Suttee - Bore in the River - Saltpetre - Confirmation -Governor·General'. 
Native u,vee. 

ON the 2ith of December I ,paid a visit 
of two dayb to the Governor of Bar
rack poor. I went by water early 
enough in the morning to preach to the 
congregation, which, for want of a 
church, assembles in the great hall of 
the Government-house. The distance 
is about twenty-four miles, which, with 
a favourable tide and a good set of 
rowers. may be asCtnded in two hours 
and a half, and descended in less than 
two hours. The river continues of 
nearly the same width as at Calcutta j 
its hanks are covered with fruit trees 
aud villages, with many very hand
some pagodas, of which buildings Cal
cutta only o1rers some small, mean, and 
neglected "pecimens. The genl!ral 
st) It' of these buildings \8 a large square 
court, sometime'! merely surrounded 
by a low wall, "'ith brick balustrades, 
plastered so 'os to resemble stone, or 
Illuented at the top, with two or some
ti mes four towers at the angles, gene
rallv, in the present day, of Grecian 
architecture, and ornamented with pi
lasters, halustrades, and friezes. In the 
centre of the principal front is, for the 
most part, an entrance, resembling in 
its geueral character, and style of ar
rangempnt, the beautiful PropyIreum 
at Chester Castle. When the pagoda 
adjoins the river, a noble flight of steps, 
the whole breadth of the portico. gene
rally leads from the water to this en
tran<.'e. Sometimes the whole court is 
surrounded by a number of square 
towers, detached by a small interval 
trom each other, and looking not un
like tea-canisters, having such a propy
!<rUlU as 1 have described in the centre 
of Ule princi pal front. 

In the middle of the quadrangle, or 

at least in the middle of one of its sides, 
opposite to the main entrance, is the 
.temple of the principal deity, some
tUnes octagonal, with pinnacles and 
buttrl!sses, greatlfresembling a Gothic 
Chapter House, but in some iBstances 
taller and larger, with thre. domes, 
one large in the centre, and a smaller 
at each side, with three gilded orna
ments on the summit of each, extremely 
like the old chullf!hes in Russia. All 
these buildings are vaulted with brick, 
and the manner in which the Hindoos 
raise their square or oiJlong domes 
seems to me simple and ingenious, and 
applicable to many useful purposes. 

It is very seldom that anything like 
.a congregation 9' "1lbles in these tem
ples. A few r and dancing-wo
men live in th-....-.lose busilless it is 
to keep the shrines clean, to reoeive the 
otferin~ of,the individuals who come 
from tIme to time to worship, and to 
beat their gongs in honour of their 
idols, which is done three or four times 
in the twenty-four hours. On more 
solemn occasions, however, wealthy 
Hindoos give money to illuminate the 
building, and throw ~p fire-works, 
which are to be had in Calcutta of 
great excellence and beauty. 'And in 
one instance, which I omitted to mell
tion before, on tile celebration of the 
festival of the goddess Kali, at the pa
goda of Kaligbat, near Russipugla. I 
saw the towers at the cornifS of the 
building hung round with an immense 
quantity of gIlt paper, tinsel and flow
ers, the <.'ourt crowded with coloured 
plaster statues, as big or bigger than 
life, representing Sepoys, horse and 
foot, drawn up in the act of presclItmg 
arms, and a figure in their front OU 81' 
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elephant, to represent the Governor. 
General, also in the act of taking ofrhis 
coeked run. In the mid4.le of the court, 
and b§fore the gate of'the sanctuary, 
was a very large temporary pavilion, 
I should suppose sixty feet long by 
about twenty, composed of coarse white 
cotton, but glittering with ribands, 
gilding, tinsel, and flounces of various 
coloured silks, with slender gilded pil
lars, overshadowing a vast plateau, for 
it had exactly this appearance, of plas
ter filled with painted gods and god
desses, Kali and all her ,family, with 
all their respective heads and arms, 
while the whole building rang with the
clamour, tinkling, and strnmming of 
gongs, bells, and stringed instrnJ.Jents. 
Yet there were not many worshippers 
even tlren. These pagodas are often 
endowed with lands as well as rent
charges on la.nds, though some of them 
depend entirely on voluntary contribu
tions. Most of the larger ones are kept 
externally very neat, and diligently 
whitewashed, while the Grecian orna
ments of wlrich I have spoken, and 
wllich must have been borrowed from 
the Europeans, are so many evidences 
of the repairs bestowed on them occa
sionally and of late years. 

Durmg my stay at Barrackpoor, I 
witnebsed one custom of the Hindoos 
which I could not comprehend j ajack
all was caught in a trap and killed, 
and as soon as the breath was out of 
his body, all the servants of that reli
~ion ran forward to wash their hands 
In his blood,-which 1 am told they 
always do whenever they kill, or wit
Dess the death of, a wild beast., 

The Indian squirrel, which abounds 
in the park, is smaller than ours, more 
of an ash-colour, with two black and 
white streaks down its back; and not 
only lives in ~s, but in the thatch of 
houses. I saw several playing about 
the caves of my bungalow, and at first 
mistook taem for rats, which at a small 
dlstnnce they much resemble. 

lJecember 28.-1 went this morning 
to return a visit which J had received 
from Colonel Krefting, the Danish Go
vernor of Serampoor, a fine old veteran, 
who has been above forty years resi
(tent ill Bengal, yet still preserves ilie 

apparently robust health and fll}rill old 
age of Norway, ofwhkhcoulltry he is 
a native. With him I found his secre
tary, an officer of the name of Mans
back, also a Norwegian, whose mothn 
I had met with many years back, at 
the house of Mr. Rosencrantz, at lIaf
sIan, on 'the Falls of the Glommer. My 
conversation with them renewed 80Dl~ 
very agreeable reco\'J.('ctions on both 
sides, and I was glad to h<'+1r of the 
health of some of those who had for
merly shown me kindness, while they 
were much interested by my. account 
of the Knudtzons, of Penrhyn's travds 
in the province of Bergen, and of the 
g13cier which he had discovered. 
V"'Serampoor is a handsome place, kept 
beautifully clean, and looking more 
like all' European town than Calcutta, 
or any of its neighbouring cautonments. 
The guard, which was turned out to 
receive me, consisted of perhaps a do
zen Sepoys in the red Danish uniform ; 
hey were extremely clean and soldier-

like looking men, and the appearance 
of the place flourishing. During the 
long war in which England was en
gaged, and so long as the Danes re-- • 
mained neutral, it was really so, and a 
vast deal of commerce was carried on 
nnder the benefit of its flag. At the 
time of the Copenhagen rnpture, Lord 
Minto sent two or three companies of 
infantry to take possession of it. Since 
that period the settlemeI!t has griev
ously declined, and so much the faster, 
because no stipulation was made by 
the Danbh Government at home at the 
time of the general pacification for the 
continuance of a grant of two hundT('<i 
chests of opium yearly, which, previous 
to the rnpture, the English East India 
Company were accnstomed to fUl'llish 
to the Danish Government of &'rnm
poor at the cost price, thereby admit
ting them to a share iu the lxmefits of 
this important monopoly. This grant 
has been earnestly requested since by 
Colonel Krefting, but hitherto ~itlJ{Jat 
sllccess, and in consequence he com
plains that the revenues of the settle
ment do not meet its current expens~s, 
aud that the Government haH. been 
utterly unahle to relieve the Fuff.:rers 
by the late inundation. Of Coluuel 
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Krefting everybody speaks highly; 
and I haye found great sympathy ex· 
pre~sed in his misfortunes and those of 
his colony., I fear, however, that Go. 
vernment will not be able to grant his 
petition without authority from Eng. 
'land, though ther show him in other 
\'espects what kindness and favour they 
can. 

l\fany persons of different nations, 
who like a cheaper re&idence than Cal· 
cutta, take houses here. One of these 
was the abode of Mr. Brown, many 
years senior Presidency Chaplain, and 
the friend of Henry Martyn. A de· 
Belied pagoda near it, once the tempo. 
rury residence of the latter, attracted 
my attention. It was in Mr. Brown's 
time fitted up with books, and a bed 
for occasional vbitors at his house, but 
it is now quite empty and ruinous., 

The administratIOn of Serampoor, as 
it respects the police, is extremely good, 
aud does much credit to Colonel 
Krefting, and his Danish magistrates. 
During the late inundation he was called 
on fur more vigorous mea."Ures than 
ruunl, since a numerous band of " De
eoits," or river-pirateR, tl'Usting to the 
gl-neral collfusioll and apparently de· 
fenceless state of the place, attacked his 
little kinjIllom. amI began to burn and 
pillage with all the horrors which at
tend ~lIch iuroads in this comltry. ,The 
Co\oud took the field at the head of his 
doten sepoys, hib bilver-sticks, police. 
l1Iell. and ~llndry volunteers, to the 
amount of perhaps thirty, killed some 
of the ruffians, and tuok several pri
SOllt'rs,-whom he hanged next morn
ing without ddgning to ask aid from 
his powerflll ndghbours at Barrack
poor. 

From Scrampoor I proceeded to 
Chandf:rnac:ore, where 1 bad also to 
l'eturn a viSit to Monsieur Pelissier, the 
French Governor. It is, I think, a 
smuller town than thl: fornler, and with 
a less striking appearance from the 
river; the houses al'C mostly small,and 
the str~ts presented a remarkable pic
ture of solitude and desertion. I saw 
no boatS loading or unloading at the 
q11ay, no porters with burdens in the 
",re~ts, no carl'!, no market-people, and 
in fact ouly a small native bazaar, and 

1 

a few dismal-looking European shops. 
In the streets I met two or three Eu. 
ropeans smoking cigars, and apparently 
with little to do, having almost J.ll the 
characteristic features and appearance 
of Frenchmen. 

I had half an hour's very agreeab'le 
conversation with the Governor, and 
promise myself much pleasure from 
his acquaintance. He is only just ill'· 
rived at this place from Pondicherry, 
where he had passed several years, and 
of which he seems very fond: of the 
climate of Bengal he complains as 
being too hot "and too cold, and says 
that his family have suffered in their 
healths during their residence here. 

I had about thrs"bme an opp<>rtunity 
of observmg a custom which 'Prevails 
with different classes of Hin.mos and 
Mussulmans, of making presents to 
their masters or superiors at Christmas, 
of fruit, game, fish, pastry, and sweet· 
meats. Some gifis of this sort eame to 
us from wfferent bab008 of our ac
quaintance. Our head servants sent 
pre~ents of plum-cakes, fish, and fruit; 
aud even our poor bearers came in a 
body, their faces decorated wit!t an 
extra quantity ofraddle, chalk, and tin· 
foil, to beg my acceptance of a basket 
of plantains and oranges. The outer 
gates of most of the houses in Calcutta 
and Chowringhee are decorated with 
garlands of flowers, tinsel, and gilt. 
paper. These Christmas-boxes are said 
to be an ancient custom here, and T 
could almost fancy that our name of 
box for this particular kind of present, 
the derivation of which is not very easy 
to trace in the European languages. is 
a corruption 'Of" buckshish," a gift or 
gratuity, in Turkish, Persian, and 
Hindoostance. There have been un· 
doubtedly more words brought into OUI' 

language from the East than I used to 
suspect. .. Cash," which here meaus 
small money, is one of these; but of 
the process of such transplanution I CaIl 
form no conjecture. 

Ja1luar!ll, 1824.-1 this day preach· 
ed at the Cathedral, it being an old and 
good custom in India always to begin 
the year with the solemn observation 
of the day of the Circumcision; there 
wos a gOOd congregation. I received 
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to-day an explanation of some very 
singular images, which stand in diffe
rent streets of Calcutta and its neigh
bourhood, representing l\ female figure, 
or at least t~e 0(,:\ yot1!,...!}l1.ely 
Clll.!.Y~.uI!.)!9g.!l_.l!!ld_ll_a,lI!!f "~.~!!... !.I$ 
!!r('ct onJh.-!! ba~ Qf a dl3!!.QE0rtiollatell' 
li!!!.L~~p~n~!l"D([With" a m$!!strous 
sort of !'Pire or shriile()iihls nea<r. 
Thnr are us~ It ~ears-asa: sort"of 
hatcliIDe~h.J;elll1Lerecied ~n "the death 
of weatihy Hindoos~ear the'irO:W'"elf
i.£g:1.!o.1!~s, but, dlffermg in this respect 
from liatchments, are generally sufiered 
to remain till they fall in pieces. 
These are of wood. Most of the Hin
doo idols are of clay, and very much 
resemhle in composition, colouring, and 
executrun, though of course not in form, 
the mOIl! paltry sort of images which 
are carried about in England for sale 
by the Lago di Como people. At cer
tain times of the year, great numbers 
of these are, in fact, ilawked about the 
streets of Calcutta in the same manner, 
on men's heads. This is before they 
llRve been consecrated, which takes 
place on their being solemnly washed 
In the Ganges by, a Brahmin pundit. 
Till this happens they possess no sacred 
character, anu. are frequently given as 
toys to children, and used as ornaments 
of rooms, which when hallowed they 
could not be, without giving great of
fence to every Hindoo who saw ,them 
thus employed. I thought it remark
able that though most of the male deities 
are represented of a deep brown colour, 
like the natives of the country, the fe
males are usually no less red and white 
than our porcelain beauties as exhibited 
in England. But it is evident from the 
expressions of most of the Indians 
themselves, from the style of their 
amatory poetry, and other circum-, 
stances, that they consMer fairness as a 
part of beauty, and a proof of noble 
blood. They do not like to be callt:d 
black, a~ though the Abyssillians, 
who are sometimes met with in the 
country, are very little darker than they 
themseh'es are, their jest-books are ful1 
of taunts on the charcoal complexion of 
the" Hubshee." Much of this has 
probably arisen from their having been 
so long "ubjected to the Mo~ls, and 

other conquerors originally from lIIor!! 
northern climates, lUId who cOlltillucd 
to keep up the comparative fairness of 
their stock by frequent inlportatiou of 
northern beauties. India too has been 
always, and long before the Europl:ulls 
came hither, a favourite theatre for 
adventurers from Pen,ia. Greec(', Tar
tary, Turkey, and Arabia. all white 
men, and all in their turn pos~l'ssing 
themselves of wealth and power. Thcse 
circumstances must have greatly cmj
tributed to make a fair complexion 
fashionable. It is remarkable, how
ever, to observe how surely all these 
classes of men in a few generatiolls, 
even without any intermarriage with 
the IIindoos, assume the deep olive tint, 
little less dark than a negro, which 
seems natural to the climate. The 
Portugu~~ativc£fQ!'!lln!!.!2!l~~_~~ 
the.~selves-!:I"~neLor.Jf ~h~ ~~, hW1t.!!. 
EU~.9'p"'~ns. 'Vet...!!l.e P"on1!,g1l~~~_"!!:!"c, 
§mg, I!j1i!:e.~Jl1l!l.4~~ l:~3.!_s-'-.~id~ 
lD !Il!l.!!l.L .. bec~~!is blu~kJ!s~ftres. 
surely thIS goes far to disprovet'he 
assertion, which is sometimes made, 
that climate alone is insufficient to ac
count for the difference between the 
negro and the European. I t is true, 
that in the negro are other pecu
liarities which the Indian has not, and 
to which the Portuguese colonist shows 
no symptom of approximation, and 
which undoubtedly do not appear to 
follow so naturally from the climat<!, 
as that swarthiness of complexion wluch 
is the sole distinction between the 
Hindoo and the European. But if heat 
produces one change, other peculiarities 
of climate may produce other and ad
ditional changes, and when such pecu
liarities have three or four thom,and 
years to operate in, it is not easy to fix 
any limits to th"ir power. I am in
elIDed, after all, to suspect that our Eu
ropean vanity leads us astray in fUp

posing that our own is the primiti\t~ 
complexion, which I should rather 
suppose was that of the Indian, half
way between the two ('xtfemf'S, and 
perhaps the most agree-Jble to the eye 
and instinct of the majuri ty of tlle hu
man race. A colder climate, and a 
constant use of clothe&, may have 
1lanched the skin as eflectually as a 
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burnin&, sun and nakedness mar have great crowd of boats and people were 
tanned 1t, and I am encouraged m this on the river to see these fire-works, 
hypothesis by observing that of animals which are a very popular exhibition 
the natural colours are generally' dusky with the lower orders. ~ 
and uniform, while whiteness' and a Returning one day from Calcutta. I 
variety of tint alm06t invariably follow passed by two funetal piles, the one 
domestication, shelter from the ele- preparing for a single person, the other 
ments, and a mixed and unnatural diet. nearlr consumed, on which a suttee 
Thus while hardship, additional expo- had Just taken place. For this latter 
sure, a greater degree of heat, and other purpose a stage had been constructed of 
circumstances With which we are un- bamboos about eighteen inches or two 
acquainted, may have deteriorated the feet above the ground, on which the 
Hindoo into a negro, opposite causes dead body had been laid, and IInder 
fJlay have changed him into the pro- which, as my native servants told me. 
gressively lighter tints of the Chinese, the unhappy widow had been stretched 
the Persian, the Turk, the Russian, and out, surrounded with combustibles. Only 
the Englishman. a heap of glowing embers was now seen 

My wife and little girl having re- here, ~sides two bing bamboos, which 
turned from their cruise to the Sand- seemed intended to keep dowll any 
heads much benefited by the change of struggles which nature might forctl 
air, we went on the 7th of January, from her. On the ~tage was what 
1824, to Titty-ghur, a convenient and seemed a Iarlre bundle of coarse cotton 
comfortable house, in a beantIful situ- I cloth. smOking, and partially blackened, 
ation, most kindly lent to us for a ennttlng a very ofii!D1ave smell. This 
couple of months by Dr. Wallich. It my servants .said was the husband's 
is on the banks of the river, about two body. The woman they expresslyaj
miles from llarrackpoor, and in the firmed had been laid below it, and ghee 
middle of the Compauy's experimental poured over her to hasten her end, and 
botanic garden. The weather is now they also said the bamboos had been 
very delightful, and we are com para- laid across her. I notice these particu
tivel:y free from the dense fogs which lars, because they differ from the ac
at thiS season beset Calcutta and Chow- count of a similar and recent ceremon,., 
ringhee. given by the Baptist Missionaries, In 

On the lOth of January there was a which it is said that the widow is laid 
display of fire-works at Serampoor,' in by the side of her husband, on the 
honour of the patron saint at the Ro- platform, with her arm embracing him, 
man Catholic chapel, which we saw to and her face tnrned to him. Here I 
great advantage from our bholiah. sta- asked repeatedly, and received a dif
tioned opposite to it on the river. They ferent account. Yet the missionariE's 
were, we were told, procured from have had every possible opportunity of 
China by one of the Roman Catholic leatning, if not of actUl,lly witnessing, 
Portugutse merchants. I thought them all the particulars of the ceremony 
very good, and the forms of most of which they describe. Perhaps these 
them w~re new to me. One was a particulars vary in different instances. 
striking imitation of the foliage of a At all events it is a proof how hard it 
tuft of bamboos, being, in fact, really a is to gain, in this lII!ountr~·, accurate in
cluster of long and sleuder bamboos, fornmtion as to facts which seem mo&t 
with fire-works affixed to them, which obvious to the senses. I fclt very sick 
",ery beautifully gave the effect of the at heart, and regretted I had 1P0t been 
graceful curve of that elegant plant, half an hour sooner, though probably 
and even the form of its leaves. There my attempts at persuasion would have 
was also another, a sort of Roman had no chance of success. I would at 
c.:ludle, which sent up flames, in shape least have tried to reconcile her to life. 
and action, as well as the noise they There were perhaps twenty or thirty 
emitted. oot unlike large pigeons, and people present, with about the same 
therefore ~ed Chinese doves. A degree of interest, though certainly not 
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the same merriment, as would have 
been called forth by a bonfire in Eng
land. I saw no wee;ling, and heard no 
lameIl'tations. But when the boat drew 
near a sort of shout was raised, I be
lieve in honour of Brahma, which was 
met by a similar outcry from my boatmen. 

Jallllar'l 15.-Dr. Marshman, the 
Baptist Missionary from Serampoor, 
dined with me. Dr. Carey is too lame 
to go out. The talents and learning of 
these good men are so well known in 
Europe, that I need hardly say that, 
important as are the points on which 
we differ, I sinc!::rely admire and re
spect them, and desire their acquaint
ance. In €peaking of the suttee of 
yesterday, Dr. Marshman said tMt these 
1101'1'01 ~ are of more frequent occurrence 
\Vithlnw-these few last years than when 
he· first knew Bengal; an increase 
which he imputes to the increasing 
luxury of the higher and middling 
classes, "nd to thei€ expensive imita
tion of European habits, which make 
many families needy, and anxious to 
get rid. by any means, of the necessity 
of supporting their mothers, or the 
widows of their relations. Another fre
quent cause is, he thinks, the jealousy 
of old men, who, having married young 
win~s, still cling to their exclusive pog.. 
session even in death, and leave injunc
tions either with their wives themselves 
to make the offering, or with their heirs 
to urge them to it. He is strongly of 
olJinion that the practice might be for
bidden in Bengal, where it is of most 
frequent occurrence, without exciting 
any serious murmUl'S. The women, 
he is convinced, would all be loud in 
tbeir praises of such a measure, and 
even of the men, so few would have an 
immediate interest in burning their 
wives, mothers, or sisters-in-law, that 
they woulJ set them~lves against what 
those who had most influence with 
them would be so much interested in 
having I:bulblished. The Brahmins, 
he says, have 110 longer the power IUld 
populanty which they had when he 
first remember~ Inrua, and among the 
laity many powerful and wealthy per
sons agree, and publicly express their 
agreement, with Rammohlln Roy, in 
reprobating the custom, which is now 

well known to be not commanded hy 
any of the Hindoo sacred books, though 
some of them speak of it as a meritori
ous sacrifice. A similar opinion to 
that of Dr. Marshman I ha"e heard 
expressed by the senior judge of the 
Sudder Dewaunee Adawlut. Others, 
however, of the memBers of the Gowrn
ment think differently. Theyeonccl\c 
that the likeliest method to make the 
custom more popular than it is, would 
be to forbid and make it a point of 
honour with the natives; that at pre
sent no woman is supposed to be burnt 
without her own wish certifi~d to the 
magistrate; that there are other alJd less 
public ways to die (on tlmt account 
more liable to abuse than the butters) 
which might be resorted to if this were 
forbidden; and that if we desire to con
VClt the Hindoos, we should above all 
things be careful to keep Government 
entirely out of sight in all the lIlt'ans 
which we employ, and to be evt'D, if 
possible, OV('r scrupulous in not med
dling with, or impeding those cu~toms 
which, however horrid, are lJeCOllll' 
sacred in their estimation, and are only 
to be debtroyed by convincing and 
changing' the popular mind. When 
Chri&tian schools have becc,me uniwr· 
sal the suttee will fall of it,elf. But 
to forbid it by an,. legi&lative enact· 
ment would, in their opinion, only give 
currency to the notion that ll'e mean M 
impose Christianity on them by force, 
and retard its progress to an almost iu· 
definite period. 

JanUttT!J 21.-'Ve had this morninp 
an opportunity of hearing the remalk· 
able phenomenon, not uncommon in thE 
Ganges, called the Bore, or rush of th( 
spring-tide up the river, with a grt'aj 
elevation of wave, and tremendous nois! 
and rapidity. The sound re8emull~ 
that of a steam-boat, but was infinitdJ 
louller; we were awakened by it, I,u' 
before I could get out it had eithel 
pasbed, or else, as it always runs closi 
to one or otht'r of the sides of the river 
the high crumbling bank prevented m) 
seeing it. Nothing at least was visihh 
but the water shinil,g beautifully briph' 
under a full moon in a cloudless ~ky 
though the noi:;e continued to be alow .. 
ble for some time longer. 



ellAI'. 1Il.] 49 

1 ,vel t this day to Calcutta, to attend day in the cathedral; the number ot 
a mcctiag of the Church Missionary persons who attended were twolmndred 
Society, and returned, after an early and thirty-six,-a good many more than 
di1merl with Archdeacon Corrie. were expected, as barely two yea,,!! hav,," 

A. very beautiful civet cat was caught elapsed since the last performance of the 
this morning in one of tIle walks of the ceremony by Bis},jop Middleton. 
garden, and was overpowered by a num- Most of them were half-castes; but 
bel' of men ana dogs, Ilftcr a severe there were, however, several officers, 
chase from one tree to the other, and a and from twenty to thirty European 
gallant re6j~tance. It is a very pretty solwers, and three grown-up women of 
animal, like a cat in all respects except the upper ranks. They were appa
its size, which nearly equals that of a rently very seriously impressed with 
small tox, and its long pointed nose. the ceremony, which to me, I will 
The common wild cat often occurs ~n own, was .almost overpowering. God 
th1si'lelghbourhoOll and the civet is ot Almighty grant his indulgenc", to me. 
infrequent. U1111~ the frUlt seaso!! and his blessing on those for whom I 
t Ie gm:.den is sadly pillaged by §warms then prayt-d, for Jesus Christ's sake! 
oDnonkn.s, whiSh then make tlJeir Felffuar!J 5.-I~-returned to Titt,.. 
1l1

'
1,carance from the jUlll:les. as well as -gbur. I liad a cnrious visit a f,,1lIr days 

by the huge bats, which entirely live on ago from a person who previo1!.iLy 1Ul

fl'Uits IUld vegetables, their vampjre nounced himself by letter as the Hev. 
habits, as 1 have before observed, being Jacob Mecazenas, lately arrived from 
utterly fabulous. Though they then Rome, and IUlxious to wait upon me. 
abound, not one is now to be seen: they I asked him to IijJmer two days after. 
probably sleep during the cool weather. but to my wsmay, about ten o'clock on 

There is another powder-mill in tllis the mornina: of the appointed day, in
neighbourhood besides thObe near l:iar- I steaa of the smooth well-spoken Jeswt 
den !leach, and half-way between this I had made up my mind to expect, I 
pillet' and Calcutta. The immense heard a thundering voice in the portico, 
quantities of salt.petre fOIDld in Bengal and was greeted by a tall stout ecele
account for tlleir frequency. The ten- siastic with a venerable beard, a long 
deney of the soil to prodnce it is very black cassoc, a calotte, and a triangul:u' 
annoyiu!! to the builders and the occu- hat, who announced himself as Father 
pan~ of houses. It can scarcely be l\1ccazenas of the Dominican order, 
prevented from encroaching in a few and come to pass the day with me! I 
years on the walls and floors of aU found be was a native of Tefiis, bm 
lower rooms, 80 as to render them un- brought up in ouc of the Homan Catho
wholesome, and eventually uUinhabit- lie Armenian convents estahlished in 
able. Half the houses in Calcutta are Asia, and that he had passed his later 
i 1) this predicament, and their ground- years at Rome. He spoke wretched 
1100r8 useless. Cellars lLre unkDown in Italian, a very little French, no English 
this part of India. or Hindoostanee, lLnd scarcely more 

January 25. -On my return from than a few words of Latin. I had IUl 
Calcutta this moruing, where I went to engagement at the Government House 
preach at the cathedral, I found that I during a part of the morning, which I 
had a fl'ebb reason for thankfulness to pleaded, lInd hU'6ted about to find if I 
God in my wife's safety, and the birt.h had any books which could enable tl.\: 
of a fine alJd promising little girl, to the poor man to pass his time ratht.;r less 
exceeding deli~ht of our dear Emily. Irksomely in my absence, but I fuuud 
who rejoices III her new plaything, tllat the few Latin books whfch I had 
miug her little sister over and OTer unpacked were in Calcntta, tIlat I had 
ag:rin. God grant that they may both no Italian of any kind, and that the 
grow up in mutual love and t:qual only French books which I could get 
Tirtue! at wer~ the tragedies of Voltaire, a 

Felmlar!l 2.-1 Wtllt to Calcutta for harmless work certainly, but bl.'aring 
a Courlrmation, which I held the next 60 formidable a name, that I dQlIbtcd 

'VOL. 1. J;: 
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wheth~r, even if he could, he would 
read them. I was. not mistaken, the 
name was enough for '!tim, and though 
he m~e no objection in my presence, I 
was told that no sooner was my back 
turued than, with a deep groan, he laid 
them down, and desired a servant to 
take them away. Accordingly he passed 
the greater part of the morning in 
walking up and down the room, and 
looking out at the boats on the Hooghly. 
I pitied the poor man, and when I had 
finished my nectssary business, on. my 
return renewed my conversation with 
him, which got on better than I at first 
expected. 1 asked him some questions 
about Georgia and Armenia, bpt the 
n"lost ".hich I got was a list of the dif
ferent 1ribes of Caucasus, a specimen or 
the G€Orgian vocabulary for the most 
common articles, and the Georgian 
alphabet, which he wrote out for me, 
amI which I was surprised to find differ 
very materially froIft the Sclavlinic, the 
Armenian, and every other with which 
I am acquainted. At IJ.St dinner came 
to his relief as well as mine. and he 
loon began to display the apI'pt.ite oI a 
hardy mountaineer. I havE' seldom 
seen anyone make such quick dispatch 
with whatever was put on his plate, and 
he made a no less good use of the three 
French words with which he seemed 
most familiar, "a votre sante! " tossing 
down one bumper of wine after another, 
laughing all the time with the voice of 
a lion, till I began to fear some exhibi
tion would follow, not very creditable 
either to the Church or Rome or to the 
table of a Protestant Bishop. He was, 
however, too strong to be affected by 
what he drank, except that it a little 
increased his fluency and noisy hilarity j 
and as soon as the cloth was f.urly off 
the table I thought it high time to call 
for coffee. I had betn all tMs time ex
pecting to be asked to subscribe to some
thing or other, since, the dinner always 
excepte!tj I could not perceive why else 
the good man bhould have shown so 
much anxiety for my acquaintance j 
and accordingly at length he rose, 
brought out an immense paper book, 
and after a shortcomplimelltary speech, 
RoJicited mr 'patron!J.~e to a fund he was 
employed m collectmg, to repair the 

temple (If FClrtuna Virihs, iu nome, 
which was, he said, appropriated as a 
llO.spital alld place of instruction for 
Armenian and other youth~, and pil. 
grims, but had been grievou~ly injured 
by certain excavations which the French 
made while in Rome, in order to ex. 
amine the nature of its substruction and 
foundation.~. His paper was to the same 
effect, but was wntten in Englioh, and 
evidently the composition of some of the 
Calcutta native writers. He tben talked 
of credentials from Rome j but though 
I asked for them, both in Latin and 
Italian, he produced none, but evadtd 
the qnestion. However, had he produced 
them, he would not have been at aU 
more likely to gain his object with me, 
since I neither ql1i.te believed the story 
of the French having committed an out
rage at variance with their general con. 
duel:, nor did I conceive myself called 
on t~ build up churches for the mem
bers of a different communion in Roml#, 
when all which I can do is likely to 
fall so far short of the claims of charity 
in India. If the poor man. who was 
very pressing, had asked me for him
self, and In me capacity which lsuspeC1 
really belonged to him, of a mendicant, 
he would have fared better. As it was 
I was unrelenting, though civil; and 
we parted, with at least the satibfaction 
on my part, that I had given him a 
good dinner. 

February 7.-1 went down to Cal
cutta this morning, to attend a "dul'
bar," or native levee of the Governor's, 
which all the principaluative re&idellts 
in Calcutta were expected to atteurl, as 
well as the vakeels from s{'veral Indian 
prillces. I found on my arrival the 
levee had bl'gun, and dlat Lord Am
herst, attended by his aide~(>.camp 
and Persian secretary, had already 
walked (lown one side, where the per
SOliS of most rank, and who wert! to ra
ctive "khelats," or honorary dresses, 
were stationed. I therefore missed this 
ceremony, but joined him and walked 
round those to whom he had not yet 
spoken, comprising ~ome person~ of con
siderable rauk and wealth, and some 
learned men, travellers from different 
eaMern countries, '\\ ho each in turn 
addressed hi!' compliments. or p<:titions, 
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or complaints to the Governor. There with a magnificent black beard, and a 
were several whom we thus pas~ed who very pleasing and animated address. A 
spoke English not only fluently but vakeel from Sind succeeded, with. high 
gracefully. Among these w~re Baboo red cap, and was followed b;r an Arab, 
Hamchullder Roy and his four brothers, handsomely dressed, and as fair nearly, 
all fine, tall, stout young men, the eldest though not so good-looking, as the Per
of whom is about to build one of Mr. sian. These were all distinguished, and 
Shakespear's rope bridges over the Ca- received each some mark of favour. 
ramnw,a. Those who followed had only a little 

After Lord Amherst had completed attar poured on their handkerchiefs, 
tlle circle he stood on the lower step of and some pawn. On the whole it was 
the throne, and the visitors advanced an interesting and striking sight, though 
one by one to take lbve. First came less magni1icent than I had expected, 
a yO'lIlg Raja of the Rajpootana dis- and less so, I think, than the levee of 
trict, who had received that day the in- an European monarch. The sameness 
vestiture of his father's territories, in a of the greater part of the dresses (white 
splendid brocade khel1l.t and turban ~ he muslillo) was not sufficiently relieved b¥ 
was a little, pale, shy-IOQking boy of the splendour of the feW' khelat"'i and 
twelve years old. Lord AmhC!rst, in even these, which wereofgoldan~~ilver 
addition to these splendid robes, placed brocade,were in a great measure eclipsed 
a large diamond aigrette in his turban, by the scarlet and blue uniforms, gold 
tied a string of valuable pearls round lace, and feathers, of the English. One of 
his neck, then gave him a small silver the most striking Jigures was the Go
bottle of attar of reses, and a lump of vernor-General's native aide-de-camp, a 
pa WIl, or betel, wrapped up in a plau- tall, strong-bUilt, ancl remarkably hand
tain leaf. Next came forwards the some man, in the flower of his age, and 
.. vakeel," or envo~ of the Maharaja of a countenance at once kind and bold. 
Sindia, also a boy, not above sixteen. His dress 'Was 8. very rich hussar uui
but smart, self-possessed, and dandY- [ form. and be advanced last of the circle, 
looking. His khel!t and presenv; were I WIth the usual military salute; then, 
a little, and but a little, less splendid instead of the offering of money which 
than those of his precursor. Then fol- each of the rest made, he bared a small 
lowed Oude, Naf:poor, ~epaul, all r~ part of the blade of his sabre, and }leld 
prcsenwd by theIr vakeels, and each in it out to the Governor. The attar he 
turn hOlloured by similar, though less received, not on his handkerchief, but 
splendilt, marks of attention. The next on his white cotton gloves. I had on 
was a Pe1'hian Khan, a fine military- former occasions noticed this soldier 
looking man, ratht'l' corpulent, and of a from hill height, strikillg appearance, 
complexion nqt differi~g from that of and rich uniform. He is a very re~pect
a Turk. or other southern Europeans. able man, and reckoned a good officer. 

1.6444 
; 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CALCUTTA. 

Rope Brid!les-Wedding Procession-Hindoo Festival-Cholera Morhul-Fl'ulls
Ordination ot Christian David. 

IN passing Cossipoor, on my return to 
Tittyghur, I called on Mr. C. Shake
spear, and looked at his rope ~ridges, 
"'hic~are likely to be most useful, in 
this country at least, if not in Europe. 
Thei7"principle differs from that of 
chain bridges, in the centre being a 
little elevated, and in their needing no 
abutments. It is in fact an application 
of a ship's smndint rigging to a new 
purpose, and it is not even necessary 
that there should be any foundation at 
all, as the whole may be made to rt!st 
on flat timbers, and, with the complete 
apparatus of cordage, iron, and bam
boos, may be taken to pieces and set up 
again in a few hours, and removed from 
place to I,lace by the aid of a few camels 
aud elephants. Oue of these over a 
torrent near Benarcs, of 160 feet span, 
stood a severe test during last year's 
inundation, when, if ever, the cordage 

,ht have been expected to suffer from 
thl- rain, and when a vast crowd of 
neighbouring villagprs took refuge on 
it as the only safe place in the neigh
bourhood, and indeed almost the only 
object which continued to hold itself 
above the water. He has now finished 
another bridg.e for the Caramnasa, at 
the expense ot Hamchunder Narain, 
whom I met at tll~ durbar. and who 
may expect to reap much popularity 
with his countrymen from such a public 
henefit,e not only as facilitating intct'
e(Jurse, but as freeing their religious pil
gri IDS from a great anxiety. The name 
of the river in question mcans .. the de
stroyer of good works," from the cir
cumstance of an ancient devotee, whose 
penances, like those of Kehama, had 
exalted him to Indm's heaven, having 

been precipitated headlong by Siva, till 
his sacrifices broke his fall half way, 
directly over the stream in question. 
He now hangs in the air, head down
wards. and his saliva. flows into, and 
pollutes the whole water in such a man
ner, that any person who bathes in, or 
even touches it, loses the merit of all his 
antecedent penances, alms, and other 
acts of piety, reserving, however, the 
full benefit of his misdeeds of whatever 
description. All Brahmins who are 
obliged to pass it (and it lies in the 
way to some of the most illustrious 
places of pilgrimage) are in the grt!att&t 
terror. They are &omctimes carried on 
men's shoulders, sometimes ferried over; 
but in either case, if they are in the 
least ';p1ashed or wett<.-d, it amounts 
almost to a matter of damnation, "WIth
out hope or chance of pardon. The 
people on the bank who act as water
men, are not influenced by thtse super
stitions; but to Indians in general 1\11'. 
Shakespear's bridge will be most yalu
able. The spa:o. of this bridf!"c, which is 
strong enough to bear a field-piece, is 
320 feet in length, its breauth 8: its 
flooring composed of stout bamboos. 
connected by coir-rope, with a ntt-work 
hand-rail on either side, also of coir. as 
are the shrouds and principal tacklinf! 
which support the whole. The appear. 
ance of the bridge is light and graceful. 
and its motion on passinf! over is no' 
sufficient to be elther dangerous 01 

alanning. 
My wife tells me a curious circum 

stance which bas occurred in my ah 
senc<', illubtrative of the timid charactc 
whieh seems to belong to the Dengale('£ 
The coachman haa aokf"d leave to fi' 
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with me to Calcutta j and as the car
riage-horses were consequently idle, she 
ordered the saeeses to lead them out for 
exercise. Some demur took place, and 
on asking the reason, she was actually 
told that they were afraid! She in
sisted, however, and the horses, when 
they appeared, were quiet as lambs. 
The men at first, out of pure precau
tion, had buckled up their heads so 
tight, that they could scarcely breathl!. 
and when ordered to unloose them, held 
them ~ if they had tygers in a leash j 
yet the horses, as J have before ob
served, were quiet, 3.l1d these are men 
who have been all theil' lives in the 
btahle I I have, indeed, understood from 
many quarters, that the Bengalees are 
l't'garded as the greatest cowards in 
India; and that partly owing to this 
reputation, and partly to their inferior 
size, the Sepoy regiments are always 
recruited from Bahar and the upper 
provinces. Yet that little army with 
which Lord Clive did such wonders, 
was raised chiefly from Bengal. So 
milch are all men the creatures of cir
cumstance and training. 

I had ihquently heard of the admi
ration which the Indians feel for cor
pulency, but no instance had occurred 
within my knowledge. I am assured, 
however, that a young man, whose 
bl!ight and bulk I llad noticed to-day at 
the uUI'bar, takes a large draught of ghee 
e, ery morning, in order to contribute 
to the bulk of which he is vain, and 
that very frequently the natives contract 
liVl'r-complaints by their anxiety to 
tatten themselves. ' 

March I.-We bade adieu to'I'itty
ghur with regret, but just as we were 
(lU the point of setting out, a severe 
storm of thunder, raiu, and wind came 
on, which Uetained us a.bout an hour, 
being the first regular north-wester 
which we had seen. It fairly lashed 
the river into high waves, and produced 
n dt'lightful effect on the a.ir, laying the 
dust, and refreshiug-vegetation, as itby 
magie. My wife and children went by 
water, and I took our sirenr with me in 
the carriage. He is a shl'ewd fellow, well 
lI<'quainteu with the country, .and pos
lil.'6srd c£ the SOT t of io.tbrmation which 

is likely to interest travellers. His ac
count of the tenure of lands very closely 
corresp'onds with what 1 had prcvi.ously 
heard from others. The" zeminuars." 
or landholders, let their lands, some
times in large divisions, to tenants cor
responding to the Scotch tacksml.'n, who 
underlet them again, and occasionally, 
which generally occurs near Calcutta. 
to the cottagers and cultivators imme
diately, and in verr minute portions. 
The lands are sometimes on lease for a 
good mim:; years, sometimes from yt'ar 
to year only. The UlIual rent for rice
land in Bengal, at least in this part of 
it, is two rupees a begah, or about 12d. 
or 15s. an acre; for orchards five ru
pees, or about Il. T2s. for th" acre", Artt 
rents are paid in money. and the prin
ciple of .. metaire," which I exJ:i!ained 
to him, is unknown. The tenant in 
most of the villages is at the expense 
of the buildings, but these are so chpap 
and frail, as probal11y to cost less than 
thatching a stack in England, and call 
hardly be said to last longer. Land in 
this neighbourhood sells at about fifty 
rupees the begah, but did not fetch near 
so much before the roads were opened, 
which has been a. measure of exceeding 
ntility to the landholuers here. The 
Baboo poi':lted out two or three large 
houses which we passed. as the re
sidences of wealthy zemindars, but who 
had also still more splendid houses in 
Calcutta. One of these, who was dig
nified by Lord WelIesley with the title 
of raja, has a really fine villa, sur
rounded with a sort of park, the bordl'rs 
of which are planted with a handsome 
myrtle-leaved tree, about as large as an 
English horse-chesnut, which is here 
very common, but which he has defdced 
by clipping each individual tree into a 
resuIar conical shape. This the Baboo 
pOlUted out 118 a ~'i'ece of extreme neat
ness and elegance. Another gateway 
on the left hand, in a very picturesque 
wood of cocoa-trees and bamb&os, was 
guru-ded by an immeuse wooden idol of 
a young man, having only sandals and 
a. sash painted black, the rest being flesh
colour. It must have been, I !!bouM 
think, 30 feet high. The sircar said. 
smiling, "That b'1'eat idol stands selltry 
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to all the gods and- goddesses within." 
It was, in fuct, the entrance to the pagoda. 
at Kaida, which I had. previously seen 
from ~e river. A little further, by the 
road-side, was a huge tower-like struc
ture, about 16 feet high, supported on' 
eight or ten massive but low wheels, of 
wood painted red, and adorned with a 
good deal of clumsr. carvin~. " That," 
he said, again sIDlling, "Ill our god's 
carriage; we keep it on the main road, 
because it is too heavy for the lanes of 
the neighbouring village. It is a fIne 
sight to see the people from all the 
neighbourhood come togeth,er to draw 
it. when the statue is put in on solemn 
days." I asked what god it belonged 
'lit. and was answered" Bmhma.- He 
adclece it r~quired between two and 
thre~drpd people to move it, which 
I do not believe. though I can easily 
suppose that number mav usually assist. 
I asked if self-immQla"tion ever took 
place here as at JUl£ernaut, but he as
sured me "neVE'r that he had heard of." 
As we passed through Chitpoor, he 
showed me the house of the ." Nawab 
of Chitpoor." Of this potentate I had 
not heard before. He is now called 
l;y Europeans 'the Nawab of Moorshe
dabad, where he resides, and is, it 
seems, the descendant of the Moham
medan nobleman who was the lord of 
the district before 'our conquest, and 
still retains a considerable appanage of 
lands and pensions, to the amount of 
about 100,000 S. rupees monthly, with 
an honorary guard of Sepoys, and many 
of the exteriors of royalty. 

While he' resided in his house at 
Chitpoor he was always received by 
the Governor on state days at the head 
of the stairs, and conducted, after an 
embrace. to a sort of throne at the upper 
eud of the room, and when he took his 
leave, he was disting'aisbed by a salute 
from the fort, and !:truing out the 
guard. The Baboo told me all this, 
and did.,not fail to point out the mffe
rent measure which, the Mussulmans 
in India had received from that they 
bad given to his countrymen. ,. When 
they conquered us, they cut off the heads 
of all our Hajas whom they could catch. 
When the English conquered th~'ID, 

they gave them lands and pen~ions to. 
I do not exactly know whether he baitl 
this by way ot compliment or no. I 
have reason to believe that the bellti
ment is very common among the Hin
doos, and I doubt even, whether they 
would or would not have been better 
pleased had we, in such cases, been less 
lenieut and liberal. Nevertheless it is 
evident that in thus keeping up, even 
at a considerable expense, thebe monu
ments ot the Mohammedan power, our 
nation has acted wisely as well as ge
nerously. It is desirable that ttle Hin
doos should always be reminded that 
we did not conquer them, but found 
them conquered, that their previous 
rulers were as much strangers to their 
blood and to their reli~on as we are, 
and that they were notonously far more 
oppressive masters than we have ever 
shown ourselves. 

In passing through the village of 
Chitpoor, I was surprised to see a jack
all run across the street, though it was 
still broad day, and there was the nsual 
crowd of market-people and passengers. 
A man followed him laughing, and 
shaking his apron to frighten him, 
which the animal, however, to all ap
pearance scarcely heeded. Some carrion 
had probably attracted him, but it is 
seldom that they venture to show them
selves so early and in such public places. 
A little further we passed a sort of 
Sepoy, dressed very splendidly in the 
native gtyle, with a beautiful Persian 
gun and crooked hanjar, but no bayonf't. 
My companion pointed him out witll 
much glee, as one of the attendants of 
Baboo Budinath Roy,* who lives in 
this neighbourhood, and has a meua
gerie of animals and birds only inferior 
to that at Barrackpoor. This privilege 
of being attended by armed men is one 
greatly coveted by the wealthy natives 
of India, but only conceded to the 
highest ranks. Among the' EurOPE'allS 

• lIe was .obseqoently roaile Raia Dahad'lf 
hy Lord Amherst, and to hIS mlJllIficent do
nation of 211,noo S. rupee., is the <'r""tion "r 
the Central !>ichool for the euucatlOn of natn <II 
r"",ales in Calcutta mamlv to be llttTlhut~.1. 
Otller chantal,le mstltuti(m. are hhe\\.'o# 
lar;;ely indebted to IllS hLt·ulJty.-LD. 
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no person now claims it in Calcutta, 
save the chief-justice and the cornman· 
der-in-chief. each of whom is attendt!d 
in public, besides his silver sticks, by 
four or five 'pears, very elegantly 
worked, the poles of silver, 8Jld the 
blades generally gilt, with a place for 
the hand covered with crimson veh'et, 
and a fringe of the same colour where 
the staff and the blade join. The na
tives, however. like to have 6wol'dsnnd 
bucklers, or muskets carried before 
them, and slime ha\e lately ventured to 
mount sentries at their gates', equipped 
very neal'ly like the regular troops in 
the pay of government. One of these 
tlle Haboo soon afterwards pointed out 
to mE', at the great house of the Mullich 
family, near the entrance of Calcutta. 
I had afterwards, however, reason to 
know that this was without permission, 
aud that HooplaulMullich got severely 
censured for it by the Persian secre
tary, whose functions extend to the 
regulation of precedence among the 
natives throughout India, 8Jld, indeed, 
to many of the duties of our Heralds' 
College. 

Mllrch 5, Friday.-This evening I 
preacheu the first of a course of Lent 
lectnres on the Sermon on the Mount. 
Unfortunately I have all these to write 
de novo, m¥, books and papers being as 
yet illllCCl'S81ble, and I have very little 
time for either reading or composition. 
I must, however, do my best. The 
church was extremely well attended, 
f.tr inueed beyond my expectations. In 
our way there we passed a marria~ 
procession. Th\l 80rt of palanquin III 
l\ Lich the bridegroom was carrit!d was 
ac('ording to the old Indian fashion, 
mu('h hnnlL'>Omer than that now in' use, 
but prohably not so convenient. The 
vehicle of thc brid~ was a common me
hannah palanquin, c1ost!d up, and look
ing lik(' a ('offin. The number of torchE's 
c:tfl'ie.l hefore and on every side of the 
hridc'gruom was a p,ractical illustration 
of the glorious simlle of the rising sun 
in the Psalms. By the way, ought 

not the word \nr~Q, (Canticl<!' iii. i,) 

ow hich our translators render" bed," to 
be "litter." or "palanquin?" It ap-

pears from what goes before, that Solo
mon had made ajoltrlle!l in it,-" corning 
up from the wilderness like pillars cl 
smoke," with all the dust of his .earers 
round him, and escorted by se"enty 
warriors during his nightly journey. 
Nor are four-post bedsteads used (see 
ver. 9) in 8Jly part of the East. ' .. Pe
reant qui nostra ante nos I" I find the 
same thought in Harmel', though iu the 
midbt of so much nonsense, that I am 
almost ashamed of my own conjecture. 
1 believe it, however, to be right, though 
it has got into bad company. . 

lIIarcn 8.-1 had an interesting visit 
this moruing from Rhadacant Deb. the 
son of a man of l!lrge fortune, alld some 
ranklndcollsequencein CalClltta, W~6 
carriage, silver sticks, and att~dallts 
were altogether the 8martest 'I,,!lad yet 
seen in India. He is a young mall of 
pleasing countenance and manners, 
speaks English well, and has read many 
of our popnlar au~ors, particularly his
torical and geographical. He lives a 
good .deal with Earopeans, and has 
been very laudably active and liberal 
in forwarding, both by mo~ey and ex
ertions, the education of his country~ 
men. He is secretary, gratuitously, to 
the Calcutta School Society, and has 
himself published some elementary 
works in Bengalee. With all this, h~ 
is believed to t)e a great Ligot in the re
ligion of his country's god~,-one of 
the few sincere ones, it is said, among 
the present race of wealthy Baboos. 
When the meeting was held by the 
llindoo gentlemen of Calcutta, to "I"ote 
8Jl address of thanks to Lord Hastings 
on his leaving Bengal, Rha:dacant Deb 
proposed as an amendment that Lord. 
Hastings should be particularly thankt!d 
for "the protection and encouragement 
"'hich he had affordeu to the uucient 
and orthodox plll\lCtice of widuws burn
ing themselves with their husbands' 
bodies,"-a proposal which was se
conded by Hurree Mohun Tl.taltoor, an
other wealthy Baboo. It was lost. how
I'ver, the cry of the meeting, tllOugh all 
lIindoos, being decidedly 8!!ainst it. 
Rut it shows the warmth (If Hhadacant 
Deb's prejudices. With all this I filuwl 
him a pleasing man, not unwiIIiug '.0 
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com'crse on religious topics, and per
haps even liking to do $0 from a con
f;CIOUSDl'SS that he was '"a. shrewd rea
soner, \nd from anxiety, which he ex
pre~sed strongl,., to vindicate his creed 
III the estimatIOn of foreigners. He 
complained that his countrymen had 
heen much misrepresented, that many 
of their observances were misunder
stood, both by Europeans and the vulgdr 
in India; that fol" instance. the prohibi
tion of particular kinds of food, and the 
rul(·s of caste, had a spiritual meaning, 
8ud were intended to act as constant 
mementos of the duties of temperance, 
hUIDa.uity, abstraction from the world, 
&c. He admitted the beauty of the 
Ct.:.istifln morality readily enougli, but 
urged {hat it did not suit the people of 
Hindoi,u:.an; and that our drinking wine 
and eating the flesh of so useful and 
l>xcellent a creature as the cow, would, 
tn India, be not only shocking, but very 
unwholesome. I said Qat nobody among 
us was required to cat beef if he did not 
like it. He, however, shook his ~ead. 
and said that the vulgar of India would 
eat beef readily enough if t1lPY '\Vere 
allowed to do so. He asked me several 
qt..estions rcspecting the doctrines of 
the Clmrch of England, on which I 
hope I gave him satisfactory inform~ 
tion (preferring to remove his preju
dices against us, rather than to make 
any direct attack on his own principles). 
His greate&t curiosity, however, was 
about the Free-masons, who had lately 
been going in solemn procession to lay 
the first stone of the new Hindoo Col
lege. "\Vere they Christians?" "Were 
they of my Church?" He could not 
under~tand that this bond of union was 
pnrely civil, convivial, or benevolent, 
seeing' they made so much use of prayer; 
ami was p.reatly surprised when I said, 
that in Europe both ·Christians and 
MII~~ullllans belonged to the -society; 
and that of the gentlemen whom he had 
$l'l'U the ~her day, some went to the 
cathedral, and some to Dr. Bryce's 
"hurch. He did not, indeed, nnder
stand that between Dr. Bryce and the 
ot!ll'r chaplains any difference existed; 
And I had no desire, on finding this, to 
carry my explanations on tillS point 

fun,her. He asked; at length, .. If I 
wall a Mason?" "If I knew their se
cret?" "If I could lS"e!.s it ?" .. If I 
thought it was any thlllg wicked or Ja
cobinical1" I answered, that I was no 
~ason I and tbok care to express DIy 
conviction that the secret, if there was 
any, was perfectly harmless; and we 
parted very good friends, with mutual 
expressions of anxiety to meet again. 
Greatly, indeed, should I rejoice, if any 
thing which I can say should be of ser
vice to him. 

I have for these few days past been 
reading the Hindoostanee Pentateuch, 
with my "Moonshee," or teacher, who 
has never seen it before, and is highly 
deIil?hted with its beauty and c}oquelJee, 
partlcularly with the aceount of Para
dise, the flood, and the fall of man. "It 
must have been a delightful place," 
said he, when reading of Eden and its 
four rivers. He asked me many, and 
some very interesting questions, and I 
began almost to hope that what I had 
the ODDortunity of saying to him would, 
joined to the excellence of the Scrip
tures themselves, have gradually some 
effect, when one day he manifested a 
jealousy of the supenority of our Scrip
tures over those of his countrymen, and 
brought me a book, which he ru,~ured 
me greatly resembled the work oj 
Moses, begging me to read it, which I 
readily promised. It was a translatioll 
into English of the "SlIpta Safi," a 
portion of the "Marcumdeya Purana," 
and recounts the exploits of a certair 
j!oddess, llamed "Maha-Maya" (Greal 
Delusion), produced by the combine~ 
energies of all the deities united, ir. 
order to defeat the demons and giants 
Some parts of it are not unlike the mos 
inflated descriptions in the &lda; am 
though a strange rhapsody, it is no 
devoid of spirit; But it has not th4 
most distant approach to any mora 
lesson, or to any practical wisdom. Thl 
translator is a Brahmin from l.1:1dras 
DOW in Calcutta, soliciting sub .. crip 
tions for the sufferers by famine on t1, 
Coromandel coast. lIe calletl 011 m 
the other day for this purpose; fo 
which also he had coutrivetl to ass('mbl 
a numerous meeting ofwealtlJY native~ 
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an event so unusual as to excitt much I are seen in any general view of Cal
surprise among those Europeans whom cutta, being too small, too low, and 
I have heard mention it Nore~f the built in too obscure corners to be visible, 
sums snbscribed were very large, bnt it till one is close upon them. They m
is a new thing to see a charitable feel- ther, indeed, resemble the tombs ot 
ing of this kind awakened among them. saints, than places for pnblic worship, 
I felt myself bound to subscribe, if it such as are seen in Turkey, Persia, and 
were only to show them that in such the south of Russia. Though diminu
undertakings Christians would gladly tive, however, many ofthem are pretty, 
C<H>perate with them, and even entrust and the sort of eastern Gothic style in 
their money to their distribution. On which they are built is to my eye, 
talking, however, with one of the most though trained np to reverence the 
liberal of the subscribers (Vomanun- pure English style, extremely pleasing. 
dun Thakoor), I fonnd they had not They consist generally of a parailelo
the same confidence in each other which gram of abont thirty -six feet by twelve, 
I placed in them. "Ramaswani Pun- or hardly so much surmounted by 

·dit," he said, "may be a very good man, three little domes, the apex of each ter
but I took care at the meeting that all mina'ted by a flower, with s~l-3ut 
the money subscribed should be lodged richly ornamented pinnacles' III the 
with the house of Palmer and Co., and angles. The faces of the buig:ng are 
be distributed at Madras by the English covered with a good deal of arabesque 
committee there. I do not know the, tracery, and pierced with a small door, 
Madras Pundits, - but I know that of Gothic form, in the centre of one of 
Europe gentlemen have character to the longest faces, 'aDd a small window, 
lose." of almost similar form. on each side. 

The external meanness of all the Opposite to the door, which opens east· 
shops, depositories, and warehouses in ward, and on the western side, is' a 
this great city is surprising. The ba- slUllll recess, which serves to enshrine 
zars are wretchedness itself, withont the Koran, and to direct the eyes of the 
any approach to those covered walks I faithful to the " Kibla" of Mecca. The 
.... hich are the chief glory of the cities taste of these little oratories is better 
of Turkey, Hnssia, and Persia, and than their materials, which are unfor
which, in a climate like this, where 'tunately, in this part of India, nothing 
both the sun and the rains are inloler- but brick covered with plaster: while 
ahle, would be more than any where they last, however, they are really great 
else desirahle. Yet I have read mag· ornaments to the lanes and villages 
nificent accounts of the shops and ba- where they occur, and might furnish 
zars ofCa1cntta. But they were in the some advantageous hints, I think, to 
same authors who talk of the pictur- the Christian architects of India. 
~que appearance ()f its " minarets." March 25.-0ur friends, Mr. and 
whereas there is absolutely no single Miss Stowe, arrived, well and in good 
minaret in Calcutta; nor, so far as I spirits, after a very tedious voyage. 
have seen or heard, ill any of its neigh- April 9.--The Hindoo festival of 
bouring towns. Hamilton's book, where I "Churruck Poojah" commenced to
this is mentioned, is generally regarded day, of which, as my wife has given an 
as very correct. How could such a account in herjoumal,* I shall only 
mistake occur in a matter, of all others, add a few particulars. 
the most obvious to the eye? There 
are many small mosqnes, indeed, but * One of the Hinooo festivals 1n honour of 
the Muezzins all stand at the door, or the goddess K.li. commenced this evening. 
on some small Clllinence adjoining. Near the river a crowd was assembled round a 
Minarets there are none. Perhaps he stage of ban.tboos, fifteen feet hi~h, composed 
confounded the church and steeple and of ~wo upright and three honwntal poles, 

supposed that nlosque and minaret 'were :~~I~~e;~stO:et;~iS p~i~~dofai~d~~~(~~v~:l ::! 
s.YnolU'mous. But none of the mosques I mounted, with lar~e bags, out of which they 



58 BISHOP I1EDEH'S I CIIAP. )V. 

The crowd on the Meidan was grrat, 
and very picturesque. ~he music con-

• 
tbrew down various articles to the bvstanders 
who caught them "ith great eagerness; but i 
"1l9 too ral off to ascertain "hat they "pre, 
They thell one by one raised their join~ 
hand. over tbelr heads, and threw them.elves 
do"n with a force "hich must have prov~ 
r .. tal had not their fall been broken by some 
menns or other. The cro"d was too dense to 
allow of my discovering how this was effected ; 
hilt it Is certain they were unhurt, as they 
immedIately re·ascended. Rnd performed tile 
same ceremonies many times. 

On the I flth we were awakened before day
break. by the discordant sounds of native mn
.ie~ instruments, and immf'diatelv monnt!'d 
our horses. Rnd rode to the MeidA;". A. the 
mOI71inl( advanced we could see an tmwense 
(,fOurQ.ming down the Cho"Tinghee roa(l. 
"Inch ,,'lls Augmented by personll joining It 
from nlLlhe streets and lanes of the city. WI' 
.. lItpre.l ihe cro"d, taking the precautIon of 
making the snPt". walk c\osl! by my horse's 
h~aol, "ho was fr.ghtened at the musIc. dane· 
ing and glr..re of toreh .... acrompanied at in· 
tervals by the deep 80un'\.of the gong. 

.. The douhle double peal of the drum was 
therP, 

And the startlillg sound of the trumpet'. 
blare, 

And the gO"~, that seemed with its 
lhun,\e ... dread 

To stun the living, and waken the dead." 

In the midst or fhi< cro\\'d "/lIked and 
danerd the miseral'l" fanatics, torturing them
lelv ... In th .. most horrible mannpr. and eReh 
surrounded bv his 0\\ n part.cular band of ad. 
miT,·r •. "ith music anI! torch"",_ ..... .. 
Their COl1ntenances denoted 8'llferin~, but 
thev evidpntly Illoried In th"il patit"nt endu,. 
Rnet', and prohahly "ere supporte(l by the 
assurance that they \lE're expiating the sins of 
the past year bv sufi'ering voluntarily, and 
"jthont n groan.·this agony. 

We h,,'} considerahle d.fficultv in making 
our "av through the crO\\d; but when "e had 
arriwd at a short distance from fhe sct'lle of 
ar'lon, Ihe c"up tl'o'il "as l",autifully PlctU· 
r.s'I"9. and (orcibly rem!nded me of an Eng 
h.h Nee eourse: fiags were fiylng in every 
cllrection,-booth. "ere erected .. Ii II stage. (ot 
dallring; the lIo"I'Ig "hlte garments of the 
nalf~ .. ! ga .. e the Imprl'sswn of a numerous 
a.".embJlll(e of well·dressed women i and 
though on a n~arer approAch their dingy 
e~mpl .. "ioIl8 destroyed the Illusion. yet the 
•• ·t'ne lost "\lthinll of its beauty. Illever s.w 
in Eugland such a multlt\1,\e rolleeter\ t"ge
the .. ; hut this i. one of their mO!it fi,mo". 
f,-stivals, Rnrl the people had ..... embled from 
all the nelghbourmg vIll.'~es. The "",se of 
th .. mu,le rnntinned till ahout noon. "h .. the 
devotee. retired to heal theIr "ound.. ThE'.e 
are snhl to be dangE'ro" •• and occasional! v to 
prove ratal. One of our Ben anta, & .. M ,iblli. 

sisted chiefly of brge douhle d!'flnl •• 
ornamented with plumes of black fl'a
thers. like those of a hearse, which ),O'lC 

considerably higher than the ht:atls of 
the persons who played on them; large 
crooked trumpets, like the "litui" (It 
the ancients, and small gongs suspended 
from a bumboo, which rested on the 
shoulders of two men, the last of whom 
played on it with a 1arbre. thick, uud 
heavy drum-stick, 01' cudgel. A II the 
persons who walked in the pro~sbioll, 
and a large Il1ajority of the ~~ectators, 
had their faces, bodies, and white cotton 
clothes, daubed all over with vermi
lion, the latter to & degree which I-"ave 
them the appearance of being actually 
dyed rose-colour. They were abo 
crowned with splendid garlands of 
flowers, with girdles and baldt'ics of 
the same. .Many trophies aIld pageants 
of different kinds were paraued up unO. 
down, on stages, drawn by horsts, or 
bullocks. Some were mythological • 
others were imitations of difierent 1:\1-
ropean figures, soldiers, ships. &c., and, 
in particular, there was one very large 

chee," or torch.b~arer. 0' the low ... t ea. •• ~ (hr 
it seems that none of a lll;.:her sort l'f""'lSe 
these cruelties). ran about the hOllse ,,\Ih Ii 

small apear through hi. tongue, be!;~ing 
.money from hIS f .. now·servant.; tillS man 
appeared stup.lied "ith opIUm. "Iuch I am 
lold i. g .. nerally taken hy th ..... p<>or \\ rt'trh,· •• 
to d .. ad .. n their f..e1in~,"; IU1d the PArts Ihroll;:" 
"hich the spears .re thrust I\rt' SRI<\ 10 he prl.'
viously rubbed for a con8lderahl" time, till 
numhnflll$ emilie!. 

In the f'vening the Illshop wal1. .. d to !he 
1I0itaconnah. the part of the CIty wht',e th .. 
tree8 tor 8" inglng are t're~tcd ; tll<"yare not 
suffered to be ploced near the European r~"· 
den<'es. JIe arrl>ed In tIm!! to lit' a sp...,t Mor 
of the "hole c<'remony. Th .. victim "as led. 
"o\,ercd wllh lIo\\er., and "lthout OilY apr" 
rent reluctancE'. to the foot of tl,p tree' bon •• 
\\ pre then thrust throt1),!h thp mU8('}f)'j 01' It", 
sides, "lllt'h be f'lJdure<l \\ithout !thrmk1n:l, 
anll a hrOl\l1 l'allll.lge \I~' f,lst~nNI rouTIlI II •• 
""i.t to prevent the hooks from ll~.ng torn 
throu"hby th" "eight of l"s body. 11" 
was tYlen rai5ed up, 8n(1 \\ hirled rOllnd; kt 
first the mouon "as s10\\, hut hv degtt>t'8 \\a. 
increased to cons.der.ble fRl'i<iltv_ In a few 
minutes it e,·.,,·d; ami thE' h~s''''ndcrs \lere 
going to let 111m do\\ n. "h,;n he mod" sign. 
that thE'v s!touh! rroceed' thIS ",,"0\1I'lOn "no 
r~ceived' .. /til A'reat applallse by the ero\\d, 
and afte-r elrin" mg some" atpr he \\ as n,:,dn 
.pun rOllnd.-b' ... troet Jrom he ,b,l'tar's Juur. 
n"". 
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model of a ·steam-boat. The devotees 
went about with sJ,llall spears through 
their tongues and arms, and still more 
with hot irons pressed against their 
sides. AU were naked to the waist, 
covel'ed with flowers, and plentifully 
raddled with vermilion, while their 
long, black, wet hair hung down their 
backs, almost to ,their loins. From 
time to time, as they passed us, they 
laboured to seem to dance, but in gene
ral their step was slow, their counte
nances expressive of resigued and pa
tient suffering, and there was no ap
pearance, that I saw, of anything like 
f.·cnzy or 1utoxication. The peaceable
ne~~ of the mul titude was also as remark
able as its number; no troops were vi
sible, except the two sentries, who at all 
times keep guard on two large tanks in 
the Mcidim; no police except the usual 
"Chokeydar," or watchman,'" at his 
POSt near Allypoor Bridge; yet nothing 
like quarrelling or rioting occurred, 
and very httle scolding. A similar 
croll<d ill England would have shown 
three bodng-matches in half an hour, 
and b ltdly there would have been 
half-a-dozen assassinations before night. 
In the evening 1 walked in 8lI0ther 
direction, towards the Boitaconnah, and 
the stl'~ets chiefly occupied by natives. 
Here I saw the "swinging." , 

April15.-The weather is now very 
hot, unusually so, as we are told, owing 
to the want of that refreshment which 
north-we~ters usually bestow at this 
time of the year, but my wif .. 8lId I, 
by rising at four o'clock, continue to 
enjoy a delightfnl ride. every mornin~, 
though by a little after six the sun IS 
so hot as to drive us in again. We 
have trit'd to keep our rooms cool with 
"tatties," which are mats formed of 
the ku .. kos, a peculiar sweet-scented 
grass, set up before an open whidow, in 
the quarter of the prevailing wind, and 
kept constantly wet by a " bheestie," or 
water-carrier, on the outside. They 

., Thes. "atchmen are less numerous. and 
not more emci~nt, thRn C.el. brethren In the 
IItreet. of Londoa. They do not ery the hour, 
bill proclaim theIr wakefulness by tltterlllg 
loud howla from time to time. The, are 
arm~d "ltb pistol, 8"ord, and sbield.-E:: 

are very pleasant when there is a strong 
wind, but this year four days out of fiye 
we have no wind at all. They have 
also this inconvenience, thajp if the 
bheestie neglect~ his work for a few 
minutes (and unless one is always 
watching him he is continually (\rop
ping asleep), a stream of hot air enters, 
which makes the room 8lId the whole 
house intolerable. We are, therefore, 
advised to shut up all our windows 
about eight o'clock every morning. 
merely agitating the air within by pun
kahs, and getting rid as much as pos
sible of all outward breezes. Thus we 
certainly find that the atmosphere 
within doors is preserved at a much 
low~r temperatlire than the ~ard 
air, i. e. at eighty or eight)Cflve de
grees instead of a hundred. 'Plus con
fined, it is, however, close and grave
like: but if we go to an open window 
or door, it is literally like approaching 
the mouth of olloll of the blast-furnaces 
in Colebrook Dale. 

April 21.-1 entered into my 42nd 
year. God gr8llt that my future years 
may be as happy, if he sees good; and 
better, far better ~pent th8Jl those which 
are gone by I This day 1 christened 
my dear little Harriet. God bless and 
prosper her with all earthly 8lId hea
venly blessings! We had afterwards 
a great dinner and evening party, aC 
wllich were present the Governor and 
Lady Amherst, and nearly all our ac
quaintance in Calcutta. To the latter 
1 also asked several of the wealthy na
tives, who were much pleased with the 
attention, being in fact one which no 
European of high station in Cakutta 
.had previously paid to any of. them. 
Hurree Mohun Thakoor observing 
" what 8lI increased interest the pre
sence of females gave to our parties," 
I reminded him that the introouction 
of women into society was an ancient 
Hindoo custom, 8lId only discontinued 
in consequence of the' Mus~ulman con
quest. lIe assented with a.Iau~h, add
ing, however, .. It is too late for us to 
go back to the old custom now." 
RhadaC8llt Deb, who overheard us, ob· 
served more seriousl,," It is very true 
thM we did not use to shut up our wo-
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men till the times of the Mussulmans. 
But before we could give them the 
/mOle liberty as the Europeans they 
must be 5etter educated." I introduced 
these Baboos to the chief justice, which 
pleased them much, though perhaps 
they were still better pleased with my 
'Wife herself presenting them pawn, 
rose-water, and attar of roses before 
they went, after the native custom. 

Afril 24.-l'he cholera morbus is 
malnng great ravages among the na
tives. Few Europeans have yet died 
of it, but to all it is sufficiently near to 
remind us of our utter dependence on 
God's mercy, and how, near we are in 
the midst of life.to death 1 SUliely 
there :",~o country in the world where 
this recollection ought to be more per
petually'"present with 11$ than India. 
All persons experienced in this climate 
-deny that any of the country fevers are 
contagious. A very blessed circum
stance, whatever may tre its immediate 
cause. 

JUlie IO.-The time that has inter
vened since the 24th of April has been 
spent in a very painful manner, I 
have had to deplore the death of my 
excellent friend Sir Christopher Puller, 
and for a considerable time had aiso to 
app:.-ehend that it would soon be fol
lowed by those ot' his widow and son; 
hut it pleased God to bless with success 
Dr. Abel's medical skill, and theyem
barked for England in the same vessel, 
which, six weeks before, had brought 
them out with a husband and father,
all happiness, and agreeable anticipa
tion! May God protect and comfort 
them!' . 

During the greater part oflast month 
thc weather was intensely hot and very 
sickly, though a temporary relief was 
afforded by a few north-westers, ac
companied by heavy shf>wers, thunder, 
and lightning. These storlllS were 
some of them very awful at the time, 
but 3S theyllincreased in frequency their 
fury abated,· and recently the weather 
has not been unlike a close damp rainy 
autumn in England.. The change 
which these storms produced, both 011 
the animal and vegetable creation, is 
great. The grass and trees, which 

al ways indeed retained a verdure fur 
beyond what I could have expected, 
have assumed a richer luxuriance. A 
fresh crop of flowers has appeared OD 
many of the trees and shrubs; the 
mangoes and other fruits have increased 
to treble and quadruple the bulk which 
the 1irst specimens exhibited; th'll 
starved cattle are seen every where 
greedily devouring the young grass, 
which, young as it is, is already up to 
their knees; the gigantic cranes, most 
of whom disappeared during the 
drought, have winged their way back 
from the Sunderbunds (their summer 
retreats): the white and red paddy birds 
are fluttering all over the l\Ieidan; and 
the gardens, fields, and ditches (and the 
groWld-floors of' some of the houses 
too), swarm with the largebt and lloibiest 
frogs I ever saw or heard. One of 
these frogs I saw, about as large, I 
think, as a good-sized gosling, and very 
beautiful, being green speCkled with 
black, and almost transparent. Some 
of the lizards (also green) are very 
tJeautliui, but they are less abundant 
now than they were during the hot 
season. I have ~et seen in Calc'!tta 
neither snliKe,scorplon, nor ('ell!~~, 
nor any insect more formidable than a 
long tEn starveling sort of hornet, or 
rather wasp, which has. now disap
peared. Of the fruits which this seol
son offers, the finest are leeches and 
mangoes: the first is really very fine, 
being a 5011 of plum, with the IJ3YOUr 
of a Frontigniac. grape. The second 
is a noble fruit in point of sile, being 
as large as a man's two fists j its flavour 
is not unlike an apricot, more or less 
smeared with turpentine. It would 
not, I think, be popular in England, 
but in India it may pass for verr good, 
particularly when the terrbinthIan fla
vour does not predominate. When 110t 
quite ripe it makes an excellent tart. 

June 14.-1 have had a very interest
ing and awful ceremonr to perform ill 
the ordination of ChristIan David, ana· 
tive of Malabar, and pupil of Schwartz, 
who has been for many years a ca.te
chist in the employ of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowlt'uge ill 
Ceylon, and DOW came to me, rc-
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commended by Archdeacon Twistle- tioD (though by me it was felt at the 
ton. and qualified with the title of a same time, in some degree, a terrible 
colonial chaplaincy by Sir Edward responsibili''Y) o,f ordaining him priest. 
Barnes, the governor of the isiand. God grant that 'his ministratio~ may be 
David passed an exceeding good exa- blessed to his own salvation, and that 
mination, and gave much satisfaction to of many others! He was lodged dar
every body by his modesty, good sense, ing his residence in BPngal in the 
and good manners. He was ordained Bishop's Col1e~e, and received mnch 
deacon 011 Holy Thursday, on which attention and kindness from Lady Am
day also I held my visitation, and had herst and many others. He preached 
11 good attendance of clergy, and a nu- on Thursday evening at the old church, . 
merous audience, nOtwithstanding the and it was proposed to publish his se ..... 
early hour at which it was celebrated. mon; but this I thought it best to d.i&
On Tnnity Sunday I had the satisfac- courage. 
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CALCUTTA TO SlBNIBASHI. 

n~puture-Pinnace-Bengalee Boat--Hlndoo Fanaties-North·Wester-Chinsur_ 
RanagMt-8ibnibashi-Rllins-Raja Omichllnd-DUl"bar-Decoits. • 

JUNE 15.-This morning I left Cal-! na~ore by haIf-past nine. We there 
cutta for my visitation through the paid the Governor, Mons. P.ellir,sier, a 
upper provinces. This excursion" to visit, who pressed us to stay to dinner 
wh~oth my wife and I had long with him, which invitation we accepted. 
looked forwards with dclightful antici- The Governor's house has been much 
patiolls;'will now become a dreary ba- beautified since I was here before, and 
nishment to me, as the state of her own now has really a very handsome ap
health, and the circumstance of her pearance. Between Barrackpoor and 
having an infant, are eOllsidered as in- Chandernagore are some large and 
superable obstacles tc1 her undertaking handsome pagodas, which are, how
such a journey. Aeeompanied by my ever, exeelled in beauty by one of a 
domestic cpa plain, Mr. Stowe, I em- smaller size, under a noble grove of tall 
barked on board a fine sixteen-oared trees. 
pinnace for Dacca, which was to be the A BengaIee boat is the simplest and 
llrst station on my visitation. After rudest of a\l possible structures. It' 
about two hours' .squabbling with the is decked over, throughout its whole 
owner and navigators of the vessel, we length, with bamboo; and on this is 
got under weigh, with a fine south breeze erected a low light fabric of bamboo 
and the flood-tide. Archdeaeon Corrie, and straw, exactly like a small cottage 
with his wife and children, accompa- without a chimney. This is the cabin, 
nied us in a budgerow, and we had ~wo baggage-room, &c.: here the passengers 
smaller boats-one for cooking, the sit and sleep; and here. if it be intended 
other for our baggage. We advanced for a eooking-boat, are one or two small 
to Barl'ackpoor that night, and in order ranges of brick-work, like English hot
to make up for lost time, I urged the hearths, but not rising more than a few 
boatmen forwards a good while after it inches above the deck, with small, 
was. dark, the river being familiar to us round, sugar~loaf holes, like those in a 
all. The lights in Serampoor and Bar- lime-kiln, adapted for dressing victuals 
rackpoor, the tall massive shadows of with charcoal. As the roof of this 
the Govemment House, and of two &partmept is by far too fragile for n en 
state barges in the river1. which, by this to stand or sit on, and as the apartm mt 
uncertain light, appearea like vessels of itself takes up nearly two-thirds of ,.he 
considerable importance, made our an- vessel, upright bamboos are fixed b, its 
choring ·place very beautiful. Soon side, which support a kind of gratin tot 
after we waI'e made snug for the night the same material, immediately ab we 
a strong storm of rain and wind came the roof, on which, at the height proba
on. Our course during this day was bll of six or eight feet above the surface 
pretty steadily north-nol'th-west by of the water, the boatmen sit or stand to 
quarter west j the distance twenty-four work the vessel. They have, for oars, 
miles. long bamboos, with circular ho:irds at 

Jlme 16.-We weighed anchor about i the end, a longer one of the same sort 
half-past four, and arrived at Chander- to 111.1: ... with, a long rough bambo<) for 
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n mast, and· one, or sometimes two sails, 
of a square form (or rather broader 
above than below). of very coarse and 
flimsy canvas. Nothing can seem 
more clumsy or dangerous than these 
boats. Dangerous I believe they are, 
but with a fair ~nd they sail over the 
water merrily. "'fhe breeze this morn
ing carried us along at a good rate, yet 
our English-rigged brig could do no 
more than keep up with the cooking
boat. 

There is a large ruined buildin,g a 
few miles to the south of Chanderna
gore, which was the country house of 
the Governor during the golden days 
of that settlement, and of the French 
influence in this part of India. It was 
suflered to fall to decay when Chan
dernagore was seized by us; but wIlen 
Mr. Corrie came to India, was, though 
abandoned, still entire, and very mag
nificent, with a noble staircase, painted 
ceilings, &c.; and altogether, in his 
opinion, the finest building of the kind 
in this country. It has at present a 
very melancholy aspect, and in some 
degree reminded me of Moreton-Cor
bet, * having, like that, the remains of 
Grecian pillars and ornaments, with a 
high carved pediment. In beauty of 
decoration, however, it falls far short of 
MQreton-Corbet, in its present condi
tion. '1'his is the only visible sign of 
declining prosperity in this part of the 
country. The town of Chandernl!gore 
itself, though ~mall, is neat, and even 
handsome. It has a little Catholic 
church, and some very tolerable streets, 
with respectable dwelling-houses. An 
appearance of neatness and comfort is 
exhibited by the native villages; and, 
as an Indian generally lays out some of 
his superfluous wealth in buil<Jng or 
adding to a pagoda, it is a strong mark 
of progressive lind rapid improvement 
to say, as Mr. Corrie did to-day, that 
all the large pagodas between "Cal
cutta and this place have been founded, 
or re-built, ill his memory." This, 
however, I must confess, does not tell 
much for the inclination of the Hindoos 
to receive II new religion. Indeed, 
except in OUT schools, I see no Il ppear-

• A ruinollt building in Shropsbire.-ED. 

ance of it. The austerities and idola
tries exercised by them strike me as 
much, or I think more, the mo~ I see 
of them. A few days since I'saw a 
tall, large, elderly man, nearly naked, 
walking with three or fow' others, whe 
suddenly knelt down one after the other, 
and catching hold of his foot, kissed it 
repeatedly. The man stood with Dluch 
gravity to allow them to do so, but said 
nothing. He had the string (" peeta OJ) 
of a Brahmin, Another man passed us, 
on Sunday morning last, h012piJ1L ou 
one foot. He was II devotee who had 
made a vow never to use the other, 
which was now contracted and shmnk 
close.up to his Jl&ms.-"IateIy, tooJ 
saw a man who held his hands ~ ';·-J.~s 
~bove his htlld.., and had thus fost t e 
power of brinJilllltJhem down to his 
~.In general;-however;-y- must 
own that these spectacles are not so 
common, at least so far as I can yet 
judge, as, before {'came to India, I ex
pected to find them. 

Chandernagore was taken by Lord 
Clive and Admiral Watson, in 175i, 
after a gallant and bloody defence: and 
it is worth recording, as a proof of the 
alterations which have taken place in 
this branch of the Ganges, that Watson 
brollj!'ht up a seventy-four gun ship to 
batter it. It was afterwards restored 
to the French, who lost it again during 
the war of the Revolution, but who 
have now received some favours from 
the English Government, at which, 
when compared with the severity shown 
towal'ds the colonists of Serampoor, 
the latter think they have reason to 
repine. 

We spent a very pleasant evening 
with Mons. Pellissier. Our party con
sisted of his wife, daughter, and son, 
the physician ami secretary of the fac
tory, and an Ab~, whom I sUPpo$ed to 
be the chaplain. The little church, 
which I had seen from the beach, 
belongs to the .. Tibet Mllssion," II 

branch of the society "pro propaganda 
fide" at Rome, which S&e1llS to extend 
its cares allover India, which it snp
plies for the most part with Italian 
priests, though myoid visitor. the Rev. 
Jacob Mecazenas, the Georgian monk, 
is one of its agents. They have a hishoo 
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somewhere near Agra, an Italian, and I uniform jackets of the inf,mtry and 
the priests (for I understood there were artillery, with red caps and dirty tur
mon: th~ one at Ch!1l1dernagore) are bans wrapped roun~ them; As they 
of thJtnlatlon also. We returned to our sat round the fire this monllng, cooking 
pinnace soon after ten. their victuals for breakfast, they might 

JUlle 17.- About two o'clock this pass for no bad representatives of Malay 
morning we had a north-wester, ac- pirates. The wind, though much abatt'u. 
companied with violent thunder and continued till after fi~ to blow so hard 
lightning. It lasted about two- hours, that tha boatmen declined heaving an
and was so severe that we could not ..chor; but having then shifted to Ille 
but feel thankful that it had not over- south again we set off, and sailed with 
taken us the night before, while we great rapidity by Chinsuraand Hooghly, 
were under sail. I have never heard which form almost one town, with WIne 
louder thunder, or seen so vivid and large and handsome, though deserted
formidable lightning. Happily our at- looking, houses. At Chinwra is a 
tendant boats were close in shore, under church, and beyond Hooghly, at a 
the shelter of the high bank, while our place I believe named Banda, is a large 
oV' -lPariners did their work e1ceed- Italian-looking church, with what ap
ingly"well and quietly. letting go a pears to be a convent. The rher here 
second anchor, and veering out as much contracts very much, the banks are 
cable as they llRd on board. After higher and more precipitous, amI the 
having done all that under such circum- view of the channel, with our little ileet 
stances was to be done, they gave the in it, extremely picturesque and pretty. 
cry of' 4.llah hu .Allah I" and went I hailed Mr. Corrie. and was glad to 
to prayers, a circumstance which, lIll- hear they had sustained no damage in 
accompanied as it was by any marks of the storm. The river now again ex
confusion or trepidation, gave me a panded into a broad sheet of water, 
very favourable impression of them, ' with rice-grounds on each side, and the 
though I afterwards recollected that it 'Villages further removed from each 
'vas in fact pretty near the hour when other, bnt each marked out by its wood 
that call is uttered from the mosque, of tall fruit-trees. The country, except 
which used to thrill me when I heard that the river is so much wider, is not 
it in ilie Crimea, " Prayer is better at all unlike some parts of Oxford~hire 
thau sleep I prayer is better than sleep \" and Buckinghamshire on the Thames. 
Our boat, ;with this length of cable, There are fewer pagodas to be seen, 
rode well and easily, but we had some and none so handsome as those we have 
troublesome work in closing the cabin passed. There is, however, a rather 
windows, as our rooms, and all they more abundant sprinkling of Europ"'an
contained, were getting a complete cold like houses and bungalows, the re,i
hath. Indeed there really ran some- dences of the indigo planters, as our 
thing like a sea in the channel of ilie boatmeR tell us. And one of ilia vil
river where we now lay. What passed lages, which has two or iliree brick 
gave me confidence in the vessel and houses, and a small low tower attached 
her crew. The latter are numerous, to on~ of them, was intcrebting to u~, 
sixteen rowers, fOUf men accustomed. from the sort of resemblance it offered 
to the management oibthe sails, and ilie to some in .our own dear Enp:land. A 
serallg, all Mussulmans, and natives of little above this village we paosed "a 
Dacca and its vicinity. They are wild sign of a civilised country," beiug a 
and odd-dooking people, light-limbed, gibbet. with two men in chains on it, 
and lean. and very black, but strong who were, as our serang told u~, exe
aud muscular, and all young men, wiili euted two years ago fur rohbery amI 
a fiercer eye and far less civil manner murder ill this neighbourhood, but not 
tlIan the IIindoos of Calcutta, to which on ilie river. The district Lears a had 
expressi.ou .of character their dress con- name for all SOlts .of robbery. A mile 
tributes (when they wear allY. which or two higher up is a large island, 
is the caSe this COQl morning), beillg old which seems to have teen recently de-
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,erted by the stream, and not yet taken 
possession of by man, being mostly bart 
,and, lind bordered by long grass and 
reeds (not bamboos), a very likely 
place for wild beasts to harbour. It 
'Was, indeed, in this neighbourhood that 
Mrs. Corrie 6IlW the fresh print of a 
tygel"s feet, ex~ like those of a eat, 
but each as large as a good-sized plate. 
Here again the banks of the river are 
precipitous, and Southey might have 
taken the ~pot as the scene of his Kail
yal, and the image of her guardian 
goddess falling down the crumbling 
steep into the river. A few miltJS 
further brought us to a broad channel, 
which diverged to our right hand from 
the main bed of the river, being in fact 
a stream flowing into the Hooghly, and 
itself derived from the Matabunga, a 
branch of the great Ganges, which 
flows from the neighbourhood of J el
linghey to the centre of the Sunder
bUIlds. This, when there is water 
enough to float large vessels, is the 
most direct communication between 
Calcutta and Dacca, and we had some 
reason to hope we might find it navigable 
at present. We anchored, therefore, at 
the mouth, and sent the jolly-boat with 
the serang and Abdullah·, to make in
quiry at Seebpoor, a place where toll is 
paid, a little within the entrance. I sent 
Abdullah, who speaks English, in the 
11elief that an European was stationed 
there, from whom he was more likely 
than a dandee to obtain information. 
In the meantime, and after they had 
been gone a quarter of an bour, the 
wind changed two points more westerly, 
and began to blow harder, 50 that I per
ceived we should have some difficulty 
to avoid going ashore, from which we 
were scarcdy half a eable's length dis
tant. I, therefore, proposed to the boat
tnen to weigh anchor, and proceed a 
little farther while yet we had the 
J!'Jwer. They readily assented, Ilnd 
"ere going to do so, when the return 

• 1'hi. man " •• a M u •• ulman convert oe 
Mr, Corrie's" I,D had travelled in Persia with 
Sir (;ore Ou""ley, and accompanied him to 
Enl;\aud, from "hence he was retUI111ng in 
the GrenVIlle, In a .'ate of great po.-.,rty, 
"ben the B,.hop took h.m Into h •• service sa 
•• J .. mautdar," or head oOker of the peons.
ED. 

VOl,. I. 

of the serang put a .6top to our procf'Pd
ings. He. indeed, immediately called 
to them, on reaching the vesse~ to go 
on with what they had begun, at the 
same time sending some men with long 
bamboos to the stern to stave the vessd 
off the shore. This was very neces
sary, since ashore &he went in a fe,.o 
minutes, and the wind frt'shening. lind 
there being little or no tide to help us 
here, I concluded that we were to con
tinue fixed till the rising of the river 
from the rains set us free. To my Imr
prise, however, the matter was settled 
In a few minutes; all the crew but the 
serang, who remained to steer, jumped 
into \Ile water abQut as high as their 
waists. Half the p3.1.ty by main 8t4h 
and weight of pressure thrust of!:' the 
boat from the bank, while, as soon as 
~he floated, the rest began to tow a-head. 
They thus earricd ~el' merrily .aJOLg 
the lee shore for about two hundrt:d 
yards, when, the h~adland being passed, 
we had again sea-room, and they all 
swam on board like so many water
rats. This, of course, 6how8 the ex
treme lightness of onr vessel, and bow 
little water boats of her class require. 
In the meantime I was hearing the 
report of Abdullah and the serang, who, 
as it appeared now, had discovered no 
" chokey" or toll-honse, nor anything 
of the kind. Th<>y found, however, 
two large native boats which had just 
come down the river, whose crew as
sured them there was plenty of water 
for a vessel of greater burthen than ours, 
while their account was in other re
spects so favourable as to distance and 
time 6Ilved, that I made np my mind at 
once to go this way. Accordingly, IiIS 
Mr. Corrie's budgerow was in sight, 
I got into the jolly-boat and went aboard 
to tell him my change of plan. We 
parted with mut!al kind wishes, and 
in the hope of meeting again at Bogli
poor the 20th of July. 

Besides the saving of time '\'IIhich my 
journey to Dacca by this course will 
occasion, I am not sorry to go through 
l!. part of the country which I am told 
not many Europeans traverse, and where 
there are no stations or other usual 
places of intercourse l)(,'tween them and 
the natives. We set ~ail about halt· 



66 lHSHOP HEDER'S [elIAI'. ". 

Jlast one, and continued our course 
along the new channel till evening. We 
fOllllt\: it about as w1de as the Dee a 
little below Chester, flowing _ with a 
gentle and equable stream from the 
north-east by north, through fields cul
th'ated to a collsidel'able extent with 
indigo. Several porpoises were play
ing round the vessel, and a good mauy 
fishermen came up to offer their wares 
for sale. We continued our course 
through a country more bare of trees 
and more abuudant in pasture than 
those parts of Dengal which I had yet 
seen, till half-past five in the evening, 
when the men, heartilJ tired, begged 
leave to halt for the mght at ~ place 
tfa'u:d RauagMt. This is a large vil
lage, with two very noble villas, like 
those of the rich Baboos in Calcutta, 
the property of a wealthy Hindoo 
family of the name of Kishnapantce. 
A little before we reached these we 
had passed a ruin~ palace of an old 
Raja of Bengal (the boatmen knew no 
more of him), and its name U rdun 
Kali. We took a short walk after 
dinner, but found it too hot to go far. 
The scenery is still like that near the 
Tbames, and the likeness is increased 
hy the circumstance that there are no 
coco-trees. The high crumbling bank 
of the river is full of small holes, con
taining the nests of the muenas, and I 
I>aw a field of what I took for millet, 
which I did not know was a product of 
India. Our boatmen, who had been in 
and out of the water like any 8lI1phibi
ous creatures, sometimes rowing, some
times pushing, sometimes dragging our 
bark alon~ the narrow and winding 
('bann!.'l, displaying great spirit, cheer
fulness, and activity, were seated on 
the bank dressing for supper the fish 
which they had bOllght from the boats 
I mentioned i while' apart, at cautious 
distance, Ilud within their magic circle 
of chalk, our I1indoo servants were 
prcpariftg Q more frugal repast of rice, 
currie, and pine-apples, which C{)st 
exactly a pice a piece. Of the small 
fish Il pice will buy two large handsful, 
as much 88 It man can well keep in his 
gra.~p. The fires of these different 
messes were very picturesque, and the 
DWre DO. as a little furtuor down, thl.' 

crews of the cookmg and baggage boats 
had each their little bivouac. I was 
glad these poOl' people got their supper 
over before the usual north-we~ter allll 
its fall of rain came to drive them under 
cover. The wind, however, was a mere 
nothing, and even if it had been I> 

storm, it could not have touched us in 
our present situation. 

JUlie 18.-0ur course from nanag hat 
was up a wider and deeper str!.'am, and 
chiefly to the N.W.-a circumstance 
irreconcileable with RenntU's map, un
less the discrepancy can be accounted 
for br an extraordinary alteration of 
the nver's channel. The banks here 
are higher and more precipitous, the 
country woody, and sometimes really 
very interesting, while coco-trees, of 
whIch we supposed we had taken leave, 
re-appeared, and continued to tower, 
ffOm time to time, over the bamboos, 
banyans, and fruit-trees. 

About half-past five we brought-to 
for the night, at a place which onr 
crew called Sibnibashi, but so diffe
rently situated (being further to the 
south, and on a different bide of the 
river) from the Sibnibas of -nennell, 
that I at first thought they must he 
mistaken. We landed, with the inten
tion of walking to some pagodas, who~e 
high angular domes were sten abo,-e 
the trees of a thick wood, at some small 
distance; which wood, however, as we 
approached it, we found to be full of 
ruins, apparently of an interesting de
scription. Near our landing-place a 
row of large Kedgeree pots, with their 
mouths carefully covered with leather, 
as if just landed from a boat, attracted 
our attention. Abdullah said that they 
probably contained Ganges water f'rom 
Benare,~ or Hnrdwar, which the Hin· 
doos of high rank used for washing 
their idols i and that, in this case, they 
might be destined for the ~ame em
plo~ent in the pagoda before us. As 
we advanced along the shore, the ap
pearance of the ruins in the jungle 
became more unequivocal; and two 
very fine intelligent-looking boys whom 
we met, told me, in answer to my in
quiries, that the place was really Sib
nibashi,-that it was very large and 
very old, and that there were good 
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paths through the ruins. These boys 
were nake..J., aU but their waist-cloths, 
like the other peasants; they had, how
ever, the Brahminical string over their 
shoulders; and Stowe, who, lIS well as 
myself, was much struck by their man
uer, pleasing countenances, 'and com
paratively tair complexions, observed 
that the Brahmins seemed really to 
maintain a certain degree of superiority 
of intelleet over the unprivileged classes. 
After a few questions, they whispered 
to each other, and ran towards the 
jungle, leaving us to pursue our track, 
which was narrow and winding, through 
masses of brick-work and earthen 
mounds, with many tamarind' and pee
pul-trees, intermixed with thickets of 
cactus, bamboo, and a thorny plant, a 
little like the acacia, on the whole re
minding me of some parts of the Ro
man wall at Silchester. We found four 
pagodas, not large, but of good archi
tecture, and very picturesque, so that I 
much regretted the having left my 
sketch-book on board, and the JIlore so, 
becallf>e it was now too late to get it 
before dusk. The sight of one of the 
peons, who had followed me, though 
"'ithout ordt'rs, with his silver mace, 
procul"(·d us much respect from the 
Brahnllll~ and villagers, and the former 
were Ul'l!"nt tn show us their temples. 
The first "hie h we visited wus, c"i
dently the most modern, bemg, as the 
officiating Brahmin told us, ouly fifty
seven years old. In England we 
I.hould have thought it at least two 
hundred: but in this climate a building 
soon assumes, without constant care, 
all the venerable tokens of antiquity. 
It was very clean, however, and of 
good architecture; a square tower, st.r
mounted by a pyramidal roof, with a 
high cloister of pointed arches sur
rounding it externally to within ten 
feet of the springing of the vault. The 
cloister was also vaulted, so that, as the 
Brallmin made me observe, with visible 
pride, the whole roofwas "pucka," or 
bl'ick, lind "belatllee," or foreign. A 
very handsome Gothic arch, with an 
arabesque border, opened on the south 
side, and showed Within the statue of 
Hama, seatl'<i (\n a lotus, with a gilt 
but tarnished umbrella over his head; 

and his wife. the earth-born Seetl, 
beside him. A sort of dessert of 
rice, ghee, fruit, sugar-candy, &,., was 
ranged before them on what had the 
appearance of silver dishes; and the 
remaining furniture of the temple con
sisted of a large gong hanging on the 
wall, and some K.edgeree yots similar 
to those which WI' had nOtlced. From 
hence we went to two of the other 
temples, which were both octagonal, 
with domes not unlike those of glaE6-
houses. They were both dedicated to 
Siva (who Abdullah, according to his 
Mussulman notions, said was the same 
with Adam), and contained nothing 
but ~ symbol o(.the deity, of bl~k 
marble. On paying my fee ~t1i.e 
Brahmins who kept these shrines. I 
was surprised to find that they would 
not receive it immediately from my 
hand. but that they req1,lested me first 
to lay it down on the threshold. I 
thought it right to hplain that I meallt 
it for them, and in return for their ci
vility, not as an offering to their god ; 
but they answered that they could not 
receiv" anything except from their 
own caste, unless it were thus laid be
fore them. 1 therefore of course com
plied. though a little surprised at a 
delicacy ofwhi('h I had found no symp
tom in those Brahmius whom I had 
tl::eviOU81Y met with. This was not 
the only unforeseen circumstance which 
oecurred. As the two temples of Siva 
really contained nothing to see, I 
thought one rupee was enough, in all 
conscience, between them, and told the 
priests that they were to divide it. :IS 0 
sooner, however, had it touched the 
threshold. than the two old men began 
scrambling for it in a most indecorous 
manner, abusing each other, spitting, 
stamping, claypin$ their hands, and 
doing everything out striking; the one 
iusisting that it belonged to him, whose 
threshold it had touched; the other 
urging the known intentions' of the 
donor. I tried to pacify them, but 
found it of no use, and left them in the 
midst of the fray. Meantime the priest 
of Rama, who had received his fee 
before, and was well satisfied, came np. 
with several of the viUagers, to ask if 
I would see the Raja's p&ace. On my 

F 2 
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ass(>nting, they led us to a really noble 
Gothic g'.lteway, overgrown with beau
tiful woad-leaved ivy;, but in good. pre
servation, and decidedly handsomer, 
though ill pretty much the same style, 
with the" Holy Gate" of the Kremlin 
in Moscow. Within this, which had 
apparently been the entrance into the 
city, extended a broken but still stately 
avenue of tall trees, and on either side 
a wilderness of ruined buildings, over
grown with trees and brushwood, which 
reminded Stowe of the baths of Cara
calla, and me of the upper part of the 
city of Caffa. I asked who had de
stroyed the place, and was told S~raiah 
Dowl.!., an answer which (as it w~s evi
d~f a Hindoo ruin) fortunately sug
gested to mo the name of the Raja 
Kissen Chund. On asking whether 
this had been his rcsidrnce, one of the 
peasants answered in the affirmative, 
adding that the Raja's grandchildren 
yet lived hard by. IIrBy this I supposed 
he meant somewhere in the neighbour
hood, since npthing here promised 
shelter to any beings but wild beasts, and 
as I went along I could not help look
ing carefully before me, and thinking 
of Thalaba m the ruins of Babylon :
" Cautiously he trode and felt 

The dangerous ground before'bim with bi • 
• bow;. • • • 

The adder, at the noiqe alarmed, 
Launch'd at tb' intruding staff her arrowy 

tongue." 
Our guide meantime turned short to 
the right, aud led us into what were 
tvidently the ruins of a very extensive 
palace. Some parts of it reminded me 
of Conway Castle, and others of Bolton 
Abb(>y. It had towers like the former, 
though of less stately height, and had 
also long and striking cloisters of 
Gothic arches, but all overgrown with 
h-y aud jungle, rool1ess, and desolate. 
Here, however. in a court, whose gate
way had still itS old folding doors on 
their hiuges, the two boys whom we 
had seen on the beach came forward to 
meet us, were announced to us as the 
great grandsons of Raja Kissen ChllUd, 
and invited ns very courteously, in Per
sian, to enter th(>ir father's dwellirlg. 
Ilook(>d round in exceeding surpris(>, 
There was no more appearance of ha-

bitation than in Conway. Two or 
three cows were grazin~ among the 
ruins, and one was looking out from 
the top of a dilapidated turret, whithf'r 
she had scrambled to browze on the 
ivy. The breech of a broken cannon 
and a fragment of a mutilated inscrip
tion lay on the 'grass, which was evi
dently only kept down by the grazing 
of cattle i and the jackalls, whose yells 
began to be heard around us as the 
evening closed in, seemed the natural 
lords of the place. Of course 1 ex
pressed no astonishment, but said how 
much respect I felt for their family, of 
whose ancient spl(>ndour I was well in
formed, and that I should be mo~t happy 
to pay my compliments to the Ita jd, 
theIr father. They immediately led 
us up a short, steep, straight flight of 
steps in the thickness of the wall 01 
one of. the towers, precisely such Ill! 
that of which we find the remains ill 
one of the gateways of Rhnddlau Castl(>, 
assuring me that it was a very .. good 
road i" and at the door of a littll 
vaulted and unfurnished room, like 
that which is shown in CarnarvoI 
Castle, as the queen's bed-chamher, WI 
were received by the Raja Omichund 
a fat shortish man, of about forty-five 
of rather fair complexion, but with nl 
other clothes than his waistcloth anc 
Brahminical string, and only' distin 
guished from his vassals by having hi 
forehead marked all over with aItel 
nate stripes of chalk, vermilion, ani 
gold leaf. The boys bad evidently ru 
home to inform hIm of our approacl 
and he had made some preparations t 
receive us in Durbar. His own MUl 

nud was ready, a kind of mattress lai 
on the ground, on which, with a vel' 
harmless ostentation, he had laid a fe' 
trinkets, a gold watch, betel-nut ooJ 
&0. &e; Two old arm chairs weI 
placed opposite for Stowe and me. Tl 
young Rajas sat down at their father 
right haUl}. and his naked domestic 
ranged themselves in a line behiI! 
him, with their hands respectful] 
folded. On the other side the Sotabu 
<hr stood behind me; Stowe's serval 
took place behind him, and Al>du1l2 
between us as interpreter, which fun 
tiou he dischargoo clI..trcmdy well, III 
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which was the more necessary, since, 
in strict conformity with court etiquette, 
the conversation passed in Persian. I 
confess I was moved by the apparent 
poverty of th~ representative of a house 
once very powerful, and paid him more 
attention than I, ~rhaps, might have 
done had his drawlng-room presented a 
more princely style. He was exceed
in71y pleased by my calling him 
"Maha-rllja," or Great King, as if he 
were still a sovereign like his ancestors, 
and acknowledged the compliment by 
a smile, and a profound reverence. 
He seemed, however, much puzzled to 
make out my rank, never having heard 
(he said) of any "Lord Sahib," ex
cept the Governor-General, while he 
was still more perylexed by the exposi
tion of "Lord BIshop Sahib," which, 
for some reason or other, my servants 
always prefer to that of" Lord Padre." 
He apologized very civilly for his ig
norance, observing that he had not been 
for many years ill Calcutta, and that 
very few Sahibs ever came that way. 
I told him that I was going to Dacca, 
Benares, Delhi, and possibly Hurdwal'; 
that I was to return ill nine or ten 
months, and that, should he visit Cal
cutta again, it would give me great 
pleasure if he would come to see me. 
He said he seldom stirred from home; 
but as he spoke his sons looked a~ him 
with so much earnest and intelligible 
expression of countenance, that he 
addf..'1i that .. his JlOYS would be de
lighted to see Calcutta, and wait on 
me." lIe then asked very particularly 
of Abdullah in what street and what 
house I lived. After a short conversa
tion of this kind, and some allusions on 
my part to his ancestors and their 
andent wealth and splendour, which 
'Were well t.'lken, we took leave, escorted 
to the gate hy our two young fIiends, 
and thence, by II. nearer way, through 
the ruins to our piILTlace, by an eldel'Iy 
man, who said he was the Raja's 
" l\1uktar," or chamberlain, and whose 
obsequious courtesy, hi:;;h reverence for 
his master's family, anll nunlerous apo
logies for the unprepared state in whIch 
we had fonnd .. the court," reminded 
me of old Calt .. b nalderstone. 

We had not yet, however, done Witll 

our acquaintance.. In a.bout au hour's 
time the muktar returned, and had a 
conysation with Abdullah, apparently 
to ascertain what my real rank was, and 
with directions to act accordingly. At 
le(JSt, after receiving satisfaction on the 
points in question, he desired to ree me, 
and announced that his master intended 
visiting me. I at first declined the 
honour, saying that we were travellers, 
that I was obliged to be oifvery "lI.rly 
in the morning, 8Ld that I had 1 ., 
means with me of receiving him as I 
could wish to do. The old mau, }IOW
ever, persisted, saying tl:at his IIl;.ster 
would come immediatdy, and that 
" where there wI¥! fri(Jl1dship (joillin g 
his Jrands, and cringing almost-~') the 
threshold) ceremotlywas tUlIlt?cessary." 
Stowe was gone ~j ~d ; howe',er 1 made 
ready to re.,<lve tllem j but the Raja. 
after all exel.l5cu himself on account of 
the night air, anll only sent his sons, 
who had by this t~me completdy trans
formed tlll~mseives into eastern beaux, 
by the addition of white muslin dresses, 
and turbans of gold brocade. They 
brought also a present of mangoes, 
sugar, and pastry, and advanced with 
the usual nuzzur, after the manner of 
Calcutta. The, sate some time, occa· 
sionally answerlDg me in Hiudoostanee, 
but generally preferring Persian, of 
their acquirements in which they seeml?d 
proud, aud they expressed 60me sur
prise that I did not speak it. Thev 
were like most of the young Indians-I 
have seen, very lively, gentlemanly. and 
intelligent, anxious to obtain informa
tion about Europe, and expressing reo 
peatedly the pleasure they expected 
from a visit to Calcutta. At length, as 
a sign of thdr .. ruksut," or dismissal, I 
poured some lavender water on their 
hands and handkerchiefs, apologi~ing 
that I had no h'ttar, and saying that it 
was "bdatee gulab" (foreign rose
water). They liked it to all appt:ar
ance much, and we partet\ excellent 
friends. On the '\1\ hole I have been 
greatly pleased with the evening's ad
venture. It has given me an oppor
tunity of seeing the highCbt class 01 
Hindoo families in their undress anJ 
daily habits of life. 1 had heard much 
of theil' simplicity, as compared with 
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the l\Iussulmans; and. even in the pre
sent instance, I am 110t quite sure whe
ther it is to this simpliCity, or to t\e po
-ver,ty ~hich I at fir~t su~pccted. but 
which seemed contradicted by the ap
pearance of the boys in the evening,' 
that I am to attribute the sorry appear
Rnce of " the court," and the dilapIdated 
state in which the mansion is allowed 
to continue. I ought to mention, that 
after the boys were gone, the old muk
tar remained for some minutes behind, 
hoping they had given me satisfaction, 
regretting that his master had the asth
lna, and saying, how grand a present 
would have been sent if they had had 
more notice, and at len~ askin/i per
mi~y. to accompany his young lords 

when they came to see me. So ended the 
evening, but not so the night. The 
news had probably spread through the 
village, that a "burra admee" (a great 
man) had come to see the Uaja, with 
divers accounts of our riches and spIt·n. 
dour; and about one o'clock an alarm 
of thieves was given by my sirdar
bearer, who happening to look out of 
one of the cabIll windows, saw three 
black heads just asove the water, cau
tiously approaching the sides of the ves
sel. His outcry of " Decoit I Decoit I" 
alarmed us, but also alarmed them: 
they turned rapidly round, Rnd in a 
moment were seen running up the river 
banks. Thus we had a specimen cd 
both the good and evil of India. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SJBNIBASH.I TO DACCA. 

Uypsey.-Winged Bugs-Matablmga-Fishing-Difficult Passage in the River-Brahmm., 
Bulls-Tltybama- Ornamented Boats-Strong Cunent - Otters - A.,alanchea--l'awn":' 
Khyzr-Elepbanta bathing. 

JUNE 19.-We again proceeded, still 
or the mo.s.t part in a northerly or north

westerly direction. The river this day 
was much broader than we had yet seen 
it, with sandy banks, covered with low 
silky rushes. Many cormorants, cranes, 
and porpoises were seen, but no alliga.
tors or crocodiles, though these shores, 
I should have thought, were' well 
ndapted to them. The day was very 
hot. We anchored at a. place called 
Kishenpoll where the river had a. de
cidedly western course. This place is 
not marked by Rennell, who is indeed 
neady useless here. The neightour
hood is dry, sandy, and open, but with 
a good many villages in sight, each with 
its adjacent wood. and the parts near 
the river cultivated with indigo, which 
I am told delights in a sandy soil. Some 
scattered: ears of maize were growing 
among it. The banks were precipit
ous, and coverell with flne long silky 
rushes, evidently ofa kind which would 
be very valuable for cordage, &c., like 
the .. esparto" of Spain. Here they 
are only used as thatch. for which 
they are reckoned better than straw. 
Thls sort of cover is, I understand, the 
favourite haunt of the tyg-er, who like~ 
the neighbourhood of water, and the 
power at the same time of lying dry 

. and clean. Abdullah told us several 
circumstances about the tyger, which 
at least were curious, as showing the 
popular notions respecting him in India. 
.. l1e not fierce, but very civil when he 
not provoked or very hungry j he then 
meddle with nobody." He ascribed to 
him, in fact. many of the noble and ~ 
nerons properties which, perhaps Wlth 
equal justice, have been ascribed to the 
lion. lie bad been, be said. when he 

was in service before, at one or two tyger 
hunts. The tyger, once wounde~ ne
ver thought of flying afterwards, and, 
except a short little roar when he sprung 
at hIs p'rey or ms enemies, he)!"-S al· 
ways silent both under wounds and in 
death. On Bsking, if a tyger should 
cross our path, what would he do P He 
steadily repeated, .. he do no harm, we 
not fire at him." " Would he be fright
ened at us P" "tOh no, he afraid of 
nothing, and nobody." 

OIi the other side of the river was a 
large encampment of wretched tents of 
mats, with a number of little hackeries, 
panniers, poneys, ~oats, &C., so like gyp
seys, th,at on asking wha~ they were, 
I was not much surprised to hear At. 
dullah say they were gypseys; that 
they were numerous in the upper pro
vinces, living exactly like the gypseys 
in England; that be had seen the same 
people both in Persia and Russia,. and 
that in Persia they spoke Hindoostanee 
the same as here. In Russia he had 
had no opportunity of ascertaining tlus 
fact; but in PerSla, by Sir Gore Ouse
ley's desire, he had spoken with some 
of the wandering tribes, and found that 
they understood and could answer hjm. 
I told him of Lord Teignmouth's con
versation in Hindoostanee with the old 
gypsey on No~ and he said that in 
Persia it was not every IrYpsey who 
spoke it, ouly old people. He said they 
were so like each other in al\ the COUIl

tries where he had seen them, that they 
could not be mu,taken, though in Persia 
they were of much better caste, and 
much richer than here, or in England. 
or Russia. But he added, "I suppo>c 
in Russia, before Peter the Great, aU 
people ::uuch like ~ pseys." There l\ en: 
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ma-n-y-c-u-l''''iO--;;--C-ir-c-u-ms-ta-n-c-t'-s-w-h-ic-h·-~i--s-w-a-\"n-l-s,-s-o-m-e-J-·u-~-t -bu-r-n-i-n-g-tl-le-:i-r fcet and 
:l.educed from his information: first, tlJe wings on the edge of the glass shade, 
identity: of the gypsey l:ace in Europe and thus toppling over; others more 
and Intiia, and their connecting link bold, flying right into the crater, and 
seemed established by a very observttnt meeting their deailis there, that we 
witness, and certainly one unprejudiced re:llIy paid no attentiQn to what was 
by system; secondly, on furilier inquiry next day a ghastly spectacle, the mighty 
I found the people, whom he identifieJ army which had settled on the w~t 
with our gypseys in Persia, were the paint of the ceiling, and remained therl:', 
wandering tribes of Lonristan, Curdis- black and stinking, till the ants dt'
tan, &c., whom he described with truth voured them. These last swarm in my 
as being of" a good caste," valiant, and pinnace: they have eaten np no incoll
wealthy. It therefore follows that siderable portion of my provisions, aml 
these tribes, whose existence in Persia have taken, I trust to their benefit, a 
seems to be traced down from before wholt' box of blue pills; but as they 
the time of Cyrus, and whose language do their best to clear it of all other ver
is generally understood to differ (rom min, I cannot but look on them wiili 
the P~sians of the plains and CIties, some degree of favour. 
resemble in countenance and person Besides the "mucharunga," a kind 
the gypseys, lind that their ancient lan- of king-fisher, which we had seen lJe
guage has been a dialect of Hindoo- fore, some other birds, whose appear
stanee. The probability is, indeed, that ance is new to me, continue to show 
Persia, not India, has been the original iliemselves. One is a small black cor
centre of this nomadi~ population. In morant, or curlew, which we see stand
that case, however, it is strange that we ing with its wet wings spread on the 
do not hear of them sooner in Europe, Band-banks and shallows, praised as ex
where they could scarcely have existed cellent eating: another is in colour and 
in ancient times without being noticed size not unlike a blackbird, but with a 
by. classical writers. It is no doubt long tail. Abdullah says iliat early in 
true, indeed, that all the principal na- the morning it" reads (meaning sings) 
tio'ls of Europe are derivL'Ii from ilie very finely." This equivocal use IIf 
same source with iliem j but still their the two words I have noticed in other 
continued adherence to a very ancient Indians, and it probably arises from ilie 
dialt'ct of ilie_ common language, and chant in which both the Koran and the 
theinteadypul"suanceofnomruiichabits, religious books of the Hindoos are al-
must have always distinguished them ways read. > 

from the more settled aud civilized The prospect of our little fleet at an
branches of the same family. But the chor, of the fires made by the servants 
time and occasion of their arrival in and boatmen on the shore, and of a little 
Europe seems the chief problem in their crowd of villagers who came down, at
history. tracted by curiosity, or in the hope of 

One of' the greatest plagues we have selling milk, was very beautiful this 
as yet met with in this journey is that of evening, and presented the elements for 
the winged bugs. In shape, sizl', and a picture as perfectly Polynesian as any 
scent, with the additional faculty of in Cook's voyages. 
flying, they resemble £ne "grabbatic" June 20.-About ten o'clock, somt' 
!Icnns, too well known in 1<~Dgland. fishermen brought a very 1I0ble fish 
The night of our lying off Barrackpoor alongside of ns for sale, of exactly the 
t1l1'Y wer6f troublesome; but when we sllape and appearance of a chub, but 
were off the Ul'l.ja:s palace, they came weighing at least twenty or twenty-five 
out, like the ghosts of his ancestQrs' pounds. After a good deal of haggling 
armies, in hundreds and thousands from they svld it for twelve aDas (about 
every bush, and every heap of ruins, 11. ed.). The Klllinsaman propo~l'd salt
Ilud so filled our cabins as to make them ing the greater part, but I made the ser
harf'ly clldurable. These unhappy ani- vants v':ry well pleased, by saying, that 
mals crowded round our ca.lldles illSU,.'h I would 0nly have a little boiled for 
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ourselves, and that the rest should be 
divided among them for their Sunday 
dinner, an arrangement which seemed 
to offend no religious prejudices either 
of Hindoo or Mussulman, inasmuch as 
the different messes seemed all eager to 
receive their portions, and in the even
ing, at our bivouac, their ~ettles were 
all supplied with it. The fish was very 
good, exceedingly firm and white, like 
a jack, which it a good deal resembled, 
except that the bones were larger and 
less numerous. Its name is "1'1..1100." 
With occasional supplies of this kind 
there is no fear of our provisions falling 
short, except our bread, which is be
come mouldy, and which in this part of 
the country we have no ehance of re
placing. Our boatmen continued their 
course to-day later than usual, and it 
was about seven o'clock when we
brought up near a large village, sur
rounded by marshes and paddy gl'outlds, 
but with a good deal of f.Rsture inter
millgk'll. Its name is Cadampoor, as 
we were told by an old man, who added 
the grlltuitous lDformaticn, that he was 
biDlstlf ~e .. ~ow'lla." or cow
ruan. This he probably said in hopes 
that we might purchase some milk. but 
our goats supply us abundantly. They 
are taken 011 shore whenever we stop, 
to graze on the fiorin, which to my sur
pr~e gro,", s in large patehes on ,these 
bandy banks. On our return from our 
evening's stroll, we met the gaowala 
with IllS herd, and I had a frcsh oppor
tunityof noticing (what had struck me 
more than once before) the falsehood of 
the idea, that Indian cattle are parti
cularly wild or surly with white men. 
These animals in passing us displayed 
no more shyness than a similar herd 
would h4ve done in England. 

JUlie 21.-Holland itself could not 
have furnished a thicker or more stink
ing fog than hung over the banks of the 
river early this morning. It cleared 
np towards seven, leaving the ,Promise 
of a tremenduusly hot day Without a 
breath of wind. Indeed for these three 
days we have had by no means the sort 
of weather we were told to expect, and 
if we find water enough for our (lourse, 
we must, I apprehl'nd, thank the melt
illg snows of the distant Hi~alaya for 

it, more than any rain which has ),·t 
fallen in Bengal. ·We had proof this 
morning of the neighbourhoo~ of I::u
ropeans of some description or other 
(probably indigo-l!,lanters) in two gen
tlemen, appaieriby"lIitli", pursuit ot 
game, who app"ared on the banks, 
monnted on elephant.'!, and followed by 
two men with long bamboos, as if to 
~at the bru.hes. . Though they rodE\ 
for two or three mmutes near us, they 
showed no dispositicn to have commu
nication with our party. I was at first 
going to hail them, and felt vexed at 
myself afterwards for the shyness, 01" 
whatever it was, 'Which made rue lose 
the QPportunity of learning many points 
respecting our present situatioll -and our 
future course, on which I wished mnch 
to be informed. A nnmbP.r of little 
boys came to the side of the river, and 
ran along by our vessel, which the crew 
were towing slowly along, singing an 
air extremely likt that of" My love tc 
war is going." The words were Ben
galee, and unintelligible. to me; bnt the 
purport I soon found out, by the fre
quent recurrence of " Radha," to ·be 
that amour of Krishna with the beau
tiful dairy-maid, which is here as po
pnlar a subject with the boatmen tind 
peasantry, as the corresponding tale of 
Apollo and Daphne can have been with 
the youth of Greece and Hellenized 
Syria. A few pice were thrown to 
these young singers by some of my ser
vants. Their mode of beggin9 itrongly 
recalled to m., mind somethlD~ of the 
same sort which I have seen lD En~
land. Dear, dear England! there J8 
now less danger than ever of my for
getting her, since I now in fact first 
feel the bitterness of banishment. In 
m! wife and children I still carried 
WIth me an a~osphere of home; but 
her~ ('very thing reminds me that I am 
a wanderer. This custom of the chil
dren singing I had not met with before, 
but it seems common in this:part of the 
country. All the forenoon, at different 
villages, which are here thickly scat
tered, the boys ran out to sing, not 
skilfully, certainly. but not unplea
santly. The gen"ral tune was like "My 
boy Hilly," lladha! Radha! forming 
the burden. 
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The increase of the population is to obtain some more certain accounts 
"ery striking to-da1. It is DOW appa- to-night. The two cavaliers, or ele
rently as dense as in any llart of Bengal phanteers, whom we passed in the 
which Itave seeu j and the crowds of morning, and whom I regretted the not 
villagers bathing, washing linen, &c., having spoken with, it seems hailed 
and the lowing of cattle, barking of the, cook-boat after we were gone by, 
dogs, and all other rural sounds except and most civilly and modestly, without 
tlle crowing of cocks, enliven our pro- introducing themselves, wrote a note, 
gress between the high mud-banks, which they committed to my peon, to 
which would else be sufficiently tire- the native Daroga of Catchergatty, m'
some. Dense, however, as the popuIa- dering him fA) give me aU the assistance 
tion is, it seems exc1usivelylJengalee and information in his power, .and to 
and agricultural. Except the two Eu- convey any letters for me, eunu' to 
l'opeans, who might have come from a Calcutta or Dacca. 
considerable distance, we havJ seen 110 We this afternoon passed a very large 
symptom of white men, nor have we tortoise, considerably above a foot, I 

I passed 9. single indigo manufact£>ry, should think, in length, basking on one 
since ORe a few miles on this side of of the sand-banks. 
RanagMt. The barges, which are very We moored at about half-past 8ix, 
numerous, bring salt from' Calcutta, aft~r a very hot day, and a fatiguing 
and carry back chiefly mustard-seed, one for the poor meIl; at a place called 
which, in the shape of oil, is one of flIP Bnnvbnnya, a desolate, sandy spot, but 
most indispensable necessanes 10 a which promised good air. On landing, 
Hindoo family. " m eat mustard-oil, we found that beyond the immediate 
(said my sircar to me one day, when vicinity of our berth, the country was 
lamenting an additional tax which-hud really pretty. A considerable indigo 
been imposed on this commodity;) we work, with an European bungalow, was 
burn it.,-we rub ourselves with it,-it at a little distance, the nwner of which 
is quite as useful as rice." was gone to Kishnagur, but which 

We have been these Jast three days :rlforded us an amusing and instructive 
in some perplexity about our further occupation in walking round the works, 
progress. The account given us of the and seeing the manner ill which indigo 
depth of water by ilia crew of the large is made, by maceration in water in '1 
pulwars which we passed at 'Sebpoor, succession of brick cisterns, and at la~t, 
appears either to have been exagger· by kiln-drying, to evaporate the mois
ated, or to refer to ilie largest and most ture from the dye. The Daroga, for 
circuitous of three stre.ams which'flow whom we had the letter, was gone, we 
out of the great Ganges into that where found, to a neighbouring village. to 
we are now gliding. The most direct hold an inquest over a man who had 
of these, by Catchergatty, is said to be been found dead in a well. 
generally at this season tolerably sup- June 22.-After unmooring again, 
plied with water for a vessel of our we were disappointed to learn that we 
small draught. But the rain has for had passed the nearest way to Dacca. 
these three days been suspended, or There were still, however, two rivel'S 
nearly so. We have the ill-luck to ob- opening before ns, and that which lay 
serve, by the mark oIf the bank, that to our right, we werE! told, was nearer 
the river has actually been a few inches than the other by some days; the se
higher than it is now j and the different rang went off in his jolly-boat to obtain 
boats whicll meet us hold very different intelligence from a little village. He 
language indeed, as to the probability brought back word that there ,was 
of our reaching Dacca by that course. water enough, but that there were st. .. 
The second, or next straightest channel, veral bad and narrow places, where we 
is notoriously shallower than the Catch- should have some difficulty in gettillg 
ergatty, so that there ouly remains tae the pinnace along. I could not eonjt-'C
third, which is nearly by three days ture what sort of narrow places we 
more tedious; we /:Ire, however, likely I could have to apprehend, inasmuch as 
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the river -.vas here almost a quarter of 
a mile broad, and rocks, I knew, were 
things unheard of in BengaL. But 
whatever were the hindrance, l-Geter
mined on yroceeding this way, since 
the rapid nse of the river, which might 
now inevitably be reckoned on, would 
clcar away every thing of the sort, 
most probably, in less time than would 
be lost by taking a circuitous route, 
even if (which we eould not be sure 
of) that route also should not produce 
its im pediments. We therefore turned 
iDtO this branch, which trended directly 
50uth-east, and where we found the 
wind indeed against us, but a strong, 
whirly, dimpling stream, urging us' 
merrily fan ards. In both these re
spects we had previously experienced 
the contrary; so that we found that to 
this point we had been ascending one 
branch of the Matabunga, flowing 
westwards towards the Hooghlr' but 
that the present was another, whIch re
verted by a southerly course, and with 
greater rapidity, to the mighty Ganges, 
from which it at first had· issued. Our 
sails were now useless\ but so fine a 
stream promised our boatmen easy work 
with the tow-line. If, however, the 
poor fellows formed any such expecta
tion, they were soon undeceived. They 
had, indeed, no ocrasion to urge the 
boa t forwanls: stt'rn foremost, or broad
side foremost, or whirling round and 
round like a reel, ~he was hurried on 
with more than sufficient rapidity. But 
they had continually to bring her up 
short by maiu strength, or to jump into 
the water, and with long bamboos or 
with their arms and shoulders, to stave 
her off, or push her over, different ob
stacles. This is not a peaceable stream 
like the one we had quitted, but hurries 
with it trees and bushes, and throwing 
np numerous sand-ronks, between which 
our course was indeed very often nar
row and often perplexing, though in 
the bed of the river there was always a 
considerable depth of water, a circum· 
stance which, obliging our boatmen to 
swim every ten or twenty yards, mate
rially increased their labours. At the 
more difficult of these places we gcner
ally found a l\1ussulman fakir or two 
established, who came, or sometimes 

swam, to beg alms, pleading the efficary 
of their prayers in getting us past the 
dangers; and supplying at ~e same 
time, in many instances, some useful 
JUnts as to the best course for our 
vessel, a .iel"Vice cheaply rewarded by 
a few pice, whlcll, fudeed, few would 
~udge, who are aware how often this 
18 the sole resource of the 1mfortunate 
boatmen, victims to disease or prema
ture old age, brought on by the severity 
of their labours. Our own men, though 
all in the prime of youth, well fed, and 
with figures such as a statuary might 
delight to model after, themselves 
showed too many 'Symptoms of the ill 
eff~ts occasi~ by their constant vi. 
cissltudes of water, sun, and toil. The 
backs and limbs of many of them were 
scaly, as if with leprosy, and they spoke 
of this complaint as a frequent conse
quence of their way o.f life; though this 
particular eruption, they said, always 
left them if the! remained any time at 
home, and re-appeared on their return 
to their aquatic labours. The same 
thing I have heard of among the boat
men of Madras, where it is, ignorantly 
enough, mistaken for a saline incrnsta
tion from the sea-water. Here the 
water is fresh, yet the same spectacle is 
presented, and must therefore, I sup
pose, be attributed to checked perspira
tion. 

After advancing six or eight miles in 
this manner, sometimes banging on the 
sunken trees, sometimes scraping against 
sand-banks, but still trundling on at a 
rate faster tllan might have been ex
pected, we arrived in a broad deep pool 
with unusually' still water, on seeing 
which the serang inlmediately brou.,.ht 
to, and leapt on shore, exclaiming that 
we were near one of the difficult places. 
It was nowabo1l,t fQur o'clock, and the 
day pleasantly cool and cloudy, so that 
Stowe and I followed his example, in 
the hope of seeing what was the ob
stacle. We found about a hUL'tlred yards 
farther a regular dam of earth, sand, 
and clay, thrown up across the river, 
(a quarter ofa mile wide) by the force 
of this restless stream, which now 
struggled cn through the impediments 
which it had itself raised, with great 
violence and impetuosity, through two. 



76 BISHOP HEBER'S [CUAP. VI. 

narrow and irregular channels, with a ke waste." .. Good for them," he added. 
considerable fall, into a lower and At length Abdullah returned. No Da
troubled but still det'ff bason, some roga,' however, lived nearer than the 
three f~it below. No vessel larger than one we had left behind the day before, 
a jolly-boat could pass these channels and the villagers refused to come on 
in their present condition, and the ques- the plea that it was a IIindoo holiday. 
tiOD was whether we were to. return up This objectioll he in part removed, by 
the rapid stream which we had de-- assuring them of good pay. One old 
scended, or get labourers to widen the man, indeed, urged that the Brahmins 
most promising, thou/5h the narrowest, would curse them, but Abdullah gravely 
of these sluices. This was a question,. rejoinfld, "the curse be on me and 
however, veryeasilrdecided. The bank mine," and eight men, being pretty 
was evidently nothing but earth easily nearly the whole effective force of the 
worked, and of which the rubbish would hamlet, came off with him. Seven of 
be as easily washed away by the stream, these were equipped with very large 
and I therefore sent Abdullah to Mata- and heavy hoes ~ which are here uni
bunga, the nearest village, with ~rec- versally used instead of the spade, and 
tions to find the Daroga first, or it' he in a soil where there are no stones, are 
were not forthcoming, to hire work- certainly very serviCE'aLle tools). The 
people without delay. In the mean- eighth had only his stick, but was, ac
time I sat down to make a drawing of cOl'ding to the strange mage of I3en~al, 
the scene before me, and to enjoy the where nobody can do any thing WIth
delightful sound' and coolness of the out a leader, the "sirdar," or master of 
rushing water, as welfas to observe the the gang, without whom they would 
Sllccess of a crowd of people, men, wo- not work, and whom they allowed (vo
men, and children, who covered every luntariIy, since there is nothing but 
part of the bank, catching fish with cmtom which makes them do so) to 
long fish-spears, scoop. and ea<ting nets. receive their wages, and draw poundage 
In the me of thes.e instruments they on them in consideration of his super
were very dexterous. I never in Jlly intcndence. This number fell short or 
life saw a net 80 thrown, either for the my wishes and expectations. They 
extent of water covered, the precision were, however, as good. dexterous, an.! 
of aim, or the apparent absence of diligent labourers as I ever saw. They 
~tfort, as by oue young man, a very got on at a great rate in the loose soil, 
little fellow tuo, who stood near us. To and we had soon the pleasure to see 
these people we had in the first in- that the stream worked almost as fa ... t 
stance applied to help us, but they ex- as they did. In fact, between five 
cused themselves, saying they had no o'clock and nine, they had enlarged the 
tools. They were, indeed, already very channel so much as to make it almost 
fully and profitably employed, since certain that the stream in the night 
the water was teeming with fish of all would do all which yet was necessary. 
sizes, and the young man whom I have I gave the men three anas each, iI.
mentioned told us that at this time of eluding the sirdar. They were ex
year nothing was eaten but fish, and ceedingly grdteful, and it was, intleed, 
that every body mig~t have it. He I well knew, more than they expected. 
said that a few days ago ther.e had been But they bad worked very hard and 
no pa$sage bere at all, for the river had willingly at an hour when few IIindoos 
been standing in tanks all the way to can be prevailed on to touch a tool, and 
tht' "BurtA Gnnga," but that now the the latter part of the time up to their 
rains had once foreed their way, they knees or middles in water. I bid them, 
would soon widen the channel. and however, come again in the morning at 
th!tt some large vessels which he pointed four o'clock lest d\('y should Le '\\ auted. 
out to us above and below the fall, had The country round tl'Jese rapids (if tllcy 
been waiting several days for this to deserve the name) is really pretty. 
happen, but that now they would get open, and cultivattd, but illter~r(>rsed 
through at our expense. "Vella oon with groves, and diEplaying as much 
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variety as Bengal is susceptible of. 
We saw several tortoises swimming 
near the bar. On the bank we found 
1\ dwarf mulberry-tree, the first we had 
seen in India. A very handsome and 
sleek young bull, branded with the em
blem of Siva on his haunches, was 
grazing in the green paddy. He crossed 
our path quite tame and fearless, and 
seeing some fiorin grass in Stowe's 
hand, coolly walked up to smell at it. 
These bulls are turned out 'When calves, 
on different solemn occasions, by wealthy 
Hindoos, as an fl.CCCptable offering to 
Siva. It would be a mortal sin to 

I strike or injure them. They feed where 
,they choose, and devout persons take 
i great delight in pampering them. They 
, are exceeding pests m the villages near 
Calcutta, breaking into gardens, thrust
ing their noses into the stalls of. fruit

, erers and pastry-cooks' shops, and help
'ingthemselveswithoutceremony. Like 
i other petted animals, they are some-
times mischievous, and are said to resent 
with a 'push of their horns any delay in 

i gratitymg their wishrs. 
June 23.-We were up this morning 

early to see the channel which had 
been made, and our serang's prepara
tions for passing it. The former 'Was 
sufficientl,Y wide, but the stream rushed 
through It with a fall at least equal to 
that at London Bridge. The latter were 
extremely simple. The boatmen con
fided to their stren~ of arm, and long 
bamboos, which, Wlth the real lightness 
of the vcssel, carril'<i her through tri
umphantly, preceded by. our cooking 
and baggage-boats. The only precau
tion which the serang thougbt neces
sary, was to wten a long rope from the 
head of his vessel to a stake on the little 

-islaM between the falls, which brought 
her up, after passing the strait, in the 
deep and agitated bason beneath it. 

From hence we proceeded, during 
the day, along a deE-per and more navi
gable stream. though still frequently 
perplexed by islets and bars. We saw 
several of the tortoises, which I men
tioned, swimming round us, and the 
shells of many more on the sand-banks. 
The country was extremely pretty, the 
lJgh banks being fringed almost down 
to the water's edge with bamboos, long 

grass, and creepers, and th! shore above 
covered with noble banyans, palms, and 
peepuls, with very neat villages under 
their shIlde, while the figur~ of the 
women, in coarse but white cotton 
mantles, walking under the trees, and 
coming with their large earthen jars 
on their heads to draw water, gave 1l 
liveliness to the picture which was 
very interesting. (Several indigo-works 
were on the river side, and I thought 
the appearance of the boats, the houses, 
and the peasantry, all improved as we 
approached the Burra Gunga" We had 
a storm of thunder and heavy light
nin~ to-day about noon. ~he serang 
maQ,e fast on t1!~ lee of a small sandy 
point. There was no real occasion for 
his doing so, but he pleaded that if it 
came on to blow hard, he could not ma
nage his vessel in a. river of so rapid a 
stream, and the depth and direction ot 
w hose channel was so uncertain. This, 
indeed, was one'bf the points on which 
I had been cautioned, that I fhould 
never force a serang to :groceed ",hen 
he was anxious to "lugana" (make 
fast). These people, 'When engaged by 
the trip, have no interest in needless 
delays, and though they ,may some
times be over-cautious, they always 

'know their own rivers, and the state of 
the weather, better than we can do. 
Most ifnot all the accidents which oc
cur to Europeans on the Ganges, arise 
from their making their crew proceed 
against their wishes and jud~ent. We 
made a tolerable pro~ss thiS day, and 
brought to. for the mght under a high 
steep bank, with some fine old banyans, 
and B small village overhung by beau
tiful flowering trees and tamarinds; be
yond was a large circular space enclosed 
by a mud wall, which appeared to be 
the ruins of III manufactory of coarse 
earthenware. The peasants were civil 
and communirative, and we should have 
been well pleased to make further in
quiries, but a storm ofraiIJdrove us to 
our cabius again. We here had an op
portunity of judging of the height to 
which the annual inundation rises. 
The river bank rose at least twenty-five 
feet higher than the prescnt surface of 
the water, yet., at this village,they were 
throwing up mud-banks for causeways, 
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and making' other provision for com
munication and security, to the height of 
three or four feet m011J; and all the 
table-l~d which the bank supported 
was planted with paddy, and obviously 
prepared for the reception, of water. 

The jackalls were very noisy this 
night, and there "\Vas another noise in 
my cabin so exactly like the bubbling 
up of water through a narrow crevice, 
that I felt convinced that our vessel 
leaked, a circumstance which would 
not have been wonderful, considering 
how she had been bumped about during 
the two last days. On inquiry, how~ 
ever, I was told that it was a sort of 
cricket, or Indian death-watch, w~ich 
always emitted this sound. This was 
the first time I had heard it. 

June 24.-We this day made a better 
progress, the river being deeper and 
wider,while the stream continued almost 
equally powerful. In the neighbourhood 
of the place where wa halted for the 
night, which was chiefly cultivated with 
rice, with some patches of sunn hemp, 
were two vftlages, to one of which we 
walked, and fbund it large, populous, 
and beautifully embosomed in trees, 
some of them of a kind which I had not 
before met with. A large tree bearing a 
small and not ill-tasted fig. attracted' 
my attention, from the strange manner 
in which its fruit grew, attached to the 
bark both of bougr.s and stems, like'a 
gall-nut, oak-apple, or silDilar excres
cence. Its name is Goolun. We met, 
during our walk through the village, 
the Brahmin of the place, a young and 
intelligent man, who very' civilly not 
only answered our questions, but turned 
back to accompany us in our walk.- He 
said the name of the village was Tity
bania, and that it, with a property round 
jt, amounting to a rentlV. of 14,000 ru
pees a-year, belonged tb a Hindoo fa
mily, whose name I forget, and who were 
now engaged in a law-suit. That a 
muktar waa:named to receive the rents, 
and that, as he shrewdly observed, 
"The Company get their taxes, the 
poor people their receipts as usual, and 
aU things go on as before, c.>xcept the 
two brothers, who are rightly served 
for quarrelling." I asked if indigo 
were cultivated; he said no, and that 

probably the soil might be too clayey 
for it; but added, "The indigo is a fine 
thing to put money into the purse ot 
the Baboo, but we poor people do not 
want to see it. It raises the price ot 
_rice, and the rent of land." The rent 
of indigo-ground, he said, was abo.e 
twelve anas the begah ,(58. an acre). 
That of rice-ground five (about 28. tlU:l 
acre). This is far less than in the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta, but the 
place is certainly very sequestered. No 
tygers, he said, are eTer seen here. We 
passed by some Mus.sulman cottages, 
distinguished by the poultry which were 
seen round them, and a very small, but 
new and neat Hiudoo cottage, before 
w hose door its owners were busy pre
paring a small garden, an unusual 81ght 
In India, and at a short distance front 
which a young banyan-tree was planted 
on a hillock of turf, carefully sur
rounded with thorns, woven into Ii sort 
of dead-hedge, with much care aud neat
ness. I pointed out this last to the 
Brahmin, who merely said it would be 
a great tree in time, and very beautiful 
in that part of the village. A hand
some young woman, adorned with un
usual gaiety of silver anklets, &c., went 
into the house, and the owner himself 
was a young man, so that probably the 
banyan was a votive offering on occa
sion of their marriage, or the birth of 
their first child. At a small dibtance, 
and on the brink of the river, was a 
little wretched hut of straw and reeds, 
removed from all other dwellings, with 
a long ba~boo and a small ragged flag 
stuck into the ground, on each ~iote of 
its front. It was, the Brahmin said, the 
tomb of a Mussulman holy man. While 
we were passiug on, several othcr .il· 
lagers collected round us. Some of 
them seemed greatly amused with our 
unusual figures and complexion, and 
our imperfect Hindoostanee, but there 
was not the least expression of shyness, 
nor any real incivility. Abdullah said 
it was quite amazing to see how fami
liar the common people ha,t become 
with Englishmen during the last twenty 
years. lIe remembered the time ",hen 
all black people ran away from a white 
face, and the appearance of a single 
European soldier struck consternativu 
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into a village. "They used to them in the country, a!l!!. the f'x~1!lalh 
now," he said; .. they know they no ness of our numbers any where but at 
harm do." The country-people in this l alcutta. 
nci~hbourhood seem contented and 1 tor~t to notice that this Di'brning, 
thnving, for them, though of course about eight o'clock, we experienced.one 
their most flourishing condition would of those accidents which are not untre
be reckoned decp poverty in England. quent on Indian rivers, and, in small 
The boats on this river are much neater or ill-built vessels, perilous. We were 
than those on the lIooghly. Their skirting pretty near the base of a high 
straw tilts are better made, their iiterns crumbling bank, whose top was at least 
are not so unreasonably high, their sails thirty feet· above us, when the agita. 
less flimsy, nay, many of them are tion of the water caused by our oars, 
painted, and have copper or gilded eres and the motion of the vessel, dislodged 
fixed into their bows, and on eac~ side some of the sandy brillk, and imme-
of the helm.· We had two beggars by diately a lar~e body of sand and loose 
the boat, the one an old man with a earth, weighmg perhaps several hun. 
white beard, blind, and led br. two dred weight, slipped down in a fOMIlid .. 
boys, who were, he said, his children. able-avalanche iiiio the water, balf 
I w.ked how old be was, but he did not filled our cabin, and wetted me to the 
seem to understand my question, merely skin with the splash it raised, and,. 
answering that he had been blind fQrty though it would hard,ly bave sunk us 
years, and bad lost his eyes soon after had it fallen on our deck, would doubt· 
he married. There are surprisingly few less have swamped the' greater part of 
iJeggars in Bengal. Of those whom I the boats we see a::tound us. 
have seen, the greater part have super- Ju1!l 25.-The river this day rapidly 
added some religious character to the increased in size, and became very 
natural claims on Ollr (lity. This old beautiful and interesting. The banks 
man, however, bad nothing of the sort, are still high and precipitous, but the 
and had merely asked alms as a help- vegetation which overhangs them is 
less and unhappy being. I was heartily splendid, and some of the vil:ages 
p:lad that I had come out provided. would be reckoned neat even ill Europe. 
The otller be!!gaf was a Pariah dog, Several considerable indigo-works also 
who sneaked down in much bodily fear appeared on the banks; but the bunga. 
to our bivouac, and was exceedingly lows attached to them did not seem to 
delighted by a few pieces of mouldy btl occupied by Europeans. We ascer· 
toast which we threw him. He was tained to-day that the tortoise of thes(l 
like a large terrier I he would have been waters is no contemptible eating, hav. 
handsome bad he been in better plight, ing some good turtle-soup at dinner. 
and had he had anything like the ('on· There was not, indeed, much green fat, 
fidcnce and alacrity of his species in but what there was was extremely 
England. I ha~~ .. )~~n often struck, sweet and good, without the ~east fishy 
pud more tban ever In iIiese remote dis- taste, and the lean very JUICY, well· 
mC~2L!.he va.,riety ofC?1o~ flavoured meat, not unlike veal. We 
br('('(1s which Indian dogs dJFPlav. and want. in fact, no comfort or luxury but 

tliei"rS1niif.'1ntytoiilBny In Europe. bread, having had none eatable for 
Terriers lln bounds or 8ometMng"\'ery many days back' 
like th.fm'jare howj.>ver die_most u~nal. We stopJ?E:d at night at a beautiful 
Are t1!~I mdigenous. or l~ it possible village, With splendid banyan and 
that their stock can have been deriv~ peepul-trees, and surrounded p~ na~ral 

f'fOtiiUS? I should thin~ not, conswer, meadows and hedge-rows, 60 bke Eng. 
ing ilie recent date of our estab11sIi:iiient lish. that, but for the cocos, we could 

• Tbe ... are not merely ornamental. Dr. 
A)lel. "ben he .c~omp.nled Lord Amherst on 
hi. Emba •• v to China, ol", .. rved the same tbin!l'. 
,nd the Chinese Justtfied It by sa~ mg ... lIIo 
call lee .. No can savey."-Eu. 

have supposed ourselves at home. The 
hedge-rows were of young toon-trees, 
which, to my surprise, I found so like 
ash as easily to be mistaken for it. 
Even the wood, wlien fresh felled, re--
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sembles ash, more than the dark colour to make bread with; and with the fur
which it bears when wrought into fur- ther request, that, it' not incollvenient, 
nitllre in Calcutta. !tUers, however, he would favour us with a loaf. The 
from !£ill, in being eitremely heaVy. IlllSwer came back, to my surprise, that 
The inner rind, which is white and they had no leaven in the house, and 
glutinous, tastes like liquorice. no bread! A singular allswer to re-

We passed through a large paddy ceive from a domiciliated European in 
field, whieh the villagers were dili- decent circumstances, and most of all 
gently weeding, and which they had from a Frenchman I 
already got extremely clean. Part of The riYer still continued to increase 
it had evidently been eaten down by in size, and was now very little nar-. 
sheep or cattle, a practice apparently rower than some parts of the lJooghly. 
common in India. The path which we the banks of less beauty than we have 
followed led us at length close to an lately seen them. Our course for these 
indigo-work, with a small but very last two days has been generally S.E. 
pretty bungalow, which on inquiry we by E .• the wind strongly against us, 
found was occupied by Mr. John Da.- but the current as decidedly in our 
vies, belonging to the firm of pa'\mer favour. Tohe fishing-bo·.tts here tJa,'e 
and Co. I meant at first to call, but very few of them oars; they are moved 
found, on entering the compound, that by small paddles with great swiftness 
neither master nor mistress was at and dexterity. We have had the mor
home, though there was a fine and nil-- tification of seeing that they are unwil
merous family of white children. and lin.!!' tel come near us, being, I appre
the usual swarm of (black bonnes, &c. I hend. afraid that our dandees will seize 
I thought of leaving my name, but did their fish without payment. Three ot 
oot like to give a man the trouble, on our men took to the jolly-boat just now, 
his return home, of coming late in the to speak one of their canoes, when the 
evening a considerable distance to the poor men on board it, as well as two or 
pinnace, which I knew would be the three other skiffs in the neighbour~ 
consequence of my doing so. hood, paddled off with all speed, and 

June 26.-8oon after day-iight this soon distanced their pursuers. This 
morning we passed an empty pinnace, does not tell well for the general ella
(empty at least of all but Its crew,) ra<'ter oi dandees in India, and imleed 
proceeding from Dacca to Calcutta. it is easy to see that though our crew 
From the serang. whom I hailed in dare not plunder the country l>C0ple in 
llBssing, I had the disappointment of our presence, their morality IS pretty 
hearing that we were still three days much like that of an English bargeman 
from the Burro. Gunga, and eight from -an animal by no means scrupulous 
Dacca. It was, however, a satisfaction with regard to his neighbour'S property. 
to find that there was sufficient water, About four o'clock we turned short to 
and that (of which we had lately begun the left, leaving the MohanlJB riyer 
to entertain some suspicions) our se- with its broad stream flowing eouth
rang r\:a11y was in the right course. wards to the Sunderbunds, and ascend-

About noon we passed a handsome ing a narrow and very rapid current 
upper-roomed house, 'Jith large v\!ran- nearly due north. This our serallg 
dah.~, the property al~o, as the work- called the 1\Iattacolly, and he still holds 
men lIear It told us, of Palmer and Co., out to us the prospect of reaching the 
but occupied by a Frenchman, one of Burra Gunga to-morrow. A large 
their agents in the indigo trade. An herd of cattle, apparently intended for 
old gentleman with powdered hair, IUld the Calentta market, passed us; they 
sundry other whites, male and female, were swimming across the river, a task 
came out, but disappeared again before which they performed very dexterously. 
we could hail them. I sent, however, They were Dot fat, but in other Te
one "f my silver-sticks, with my com- spects fine and well-grown animal~, 
pliments to the gentleman of the house, Their white heads and horns had a 
requesting l>im to send us some leaven very singular appearance, all, or otar],) 
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all, the rest of their bodies Ilt'ing under 
water. We passed one other indigo
work to-day, aud that was ruined, the 
bank of the rivt!r having given way 
'With the home, 'Which consequently 
now showed us an architectural section 
of its inside. We saw an ingenious 
water-pump, worked by twelve men, 
and intended, as I conceive, to irrigate 
a piece of cane-ground.' We halted for 
the night at seven, by the side of a low 
sand-bank, with a vwt extent of open 
and marshy country round us; the 
river, with its banks of mud, the fiat 
pro~pect, and its own width, a good 
deal remillded me of the Dee below 
Chester, in the neighbourhood of the 
King's ferry. 

Jane 27.-The river expanded in 
about four miles into a nohle piece of 
water, I should think little less than a 
mile across, but still ruuning with in
creasing rather than diminishing rapi
dity. The whole lake literally swarmed 
with small fishing-boats, and we passed 
some larger vessels loaded with jars of 
salt. The fishery, we were told by 
these people, was of the "Hilsa," or 
.. Sable Fish," aud the salt was for pre
serving them. To the north-west, 
about a mile further, we saw the mouth 
of another broad stream, which the 
serang said was the Commercolly ; 
colly and nuddee seem in this part of 
Bengal synonymous. The correctness 
of this name was confirmed by some 
people on shore, who told us that in 
about four hours more we should be 
opposite the town of Boonshah, one of 
the few names on !teunell's map of 
which we have been able to learn any 
tidings. Every body laughed at the 
idea of our reaching the Gunga to-day; 
indeed 'With such a current as we are 
now contending against, we can hardly 
hope to advance a mile an hour. The 
northern ,bank of this new river was 
fiat and grassy, the southern very high, 
preripitous, and displaying many recent 
marks of the havoc made by the cur
rent, which must, I should apprehend, 
be at this moment swollen unusually 
by some violent storm higher ul" 111-
,tcad of a gradual rise, everything re
st!mhles the circumstances of a 6uddell 
torrent. Trees, sods. bushes, earthen-

VOL. J. 

ware, all sorts of stray rubbish float 
past us, the river is cov",red with foam 
and tloats rippling and whirlin,! along 
The poor men worked like horses at 
the towing line, but could hardly make 
head against it. This precipitous bank, 
however, is very woody, picturt'sque. 
and populous, and the fishing-boats 
moonng under it in great numhers 
give a pleasing air of lite to the scene. 

We passed, to my surprise, a row of 
no less than nine or ten large and very 
beautiful otters, tethered with straw 
collars, and long strings, to bamboo 
stakes on the bank. Some were swim
ming about at the full extent of their 
strin~s, or lying hatt in and hall out of 
the water, others were rolling them
sE'lves in the sun on the sandy bank, 
uttering a shrill whistling noise, as if 
in play. I was told that most of the 
fishermen in this neighbourhood kept 
one or more oftheae animals, who were 
almost as tame as dogs, and of great 
use in fishing, sometimes driving the 
shoals into the nets, sometimes bring
ing out the larger fish with'their teeth. 
I was much pleased and interested with 
the sight. It has always beeu a funey 
of mine that the poor creatures wholll 
we 'Waste and persecute to death for no 
C8UBe', but the gratification of OUT 
cruelty, Dlight, by reasonable treatment, 
be made the sources of abundant amuse
ment and advantage to us. The ,imple 
Hindoo shows here a better taste and 
judgment than half the otter-hunting 
and badger-baiting gentry (If England. 

One of the fishing-vessels came on 
board with some fine large fish, and 
one of the dandees had caught ns a 
turtle in the mornin'!', which turned out 
extremely well, so that we had a feast 
to-day. The Hilsa fish I had heard com
pared to a herrin,!. but to which it bore 
no resemblance that I could find, either 
in taste or size, being at least six times 
as large. It is reckoned unwholesome 
to eat in any quantity. In going along 
I witnessed a disturbance on the shor"" 
and fOUtld that one of the dandees had 
carried off a fowl belonging to a Mus
sulman cottage. I. of course, made 
him restore it, and cautioned the whole 
crew, that if I saw any more miscon
duct of the kind, I would have tht' 

u 
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offender before the n~t magistrate. I 
am not sorry to hav~ had an opponu
nit,y of .reading them this lesson. 

Betweeu live and six this morning 
we passedJfattl\wU;y, 'the town whence 
the stream take¥ts name,"OrVice 'Versa. 
I t was the largest assemblage of native 
dwellings (for there are no brick houses 
among them) which I have seen since 
WI' left Calcutta, and a very consider
aule number of native vessels, some of 
large size, were moored before it. The 
setang spoke of it as a place of great 
trade, being the mart for salt to all the 
central provinces of Ben~, and the 
principal source whence nce, mustard
oil, salt-fish, and butter were obtained 
for the Calcutta. ma.rket. The usual 
channel of communication with Cal
('utta was by the Sunderbunds and the 
Mohanna river, which we left behind, 
and whose principal stream, as I then 
noticed, falls into them. Our people 
complain of the dearth of rice. The 
last hru-vest was not a very good one, 
ond the famine in Malabar has in some 
degree occasioned. sc~city in Bengal. 
At least, rice is now more than twice 
the usua.l price. 

'tV e had several severe storms of wind 
and rain during the day, and, unluckily 
for us, the place where we brought to 
for the night was a spit of sand cut off 
from the land by a strong crop of in
digo, almost as high as our heads, and 
so wet that one might as well have 
walked through a waterfall. Stowe 
succeeded in turning a corner, and got 
into some green meadows beyond, with 
a llretty little river like the Cherwell 
winding through them. I was less 
venturesome, and contented myself' with 
examining some of the peculiarities of 
the indi~o, with which I was previously 
unacqnamted. It it, I find, a real 
vetch, having a blossom like a pea, as 
well au vetch-shapE'd leaf. It is chiefly 
cultivated on \he banks of the rivers, as 
the driest situations. One indigo-esta
blishment wr.s near us, and Abdullah 
had already sent to know if any leaven 
or bread were attainable. The answer' 
was that the Sahibs had nothing of the 
kind, and never got anything better than 
the unleavened bread of the country. 
flo that it appears the old Frenchm;J.u 

was Dot singular in his privatioDs. We 
have lately seen a few instani'\!s of a 
curious hat, worn by the oo.ltruen and 
peasantry. It is precisely the h~ad of 
a small umbt'ella, made of straw, lil.a 
the umbrellas which 'they usualJy carry, 
bnt without a handle, and tied under 
the chin by two strings, which come 
somewhere from its middle, resembling, 
in fact, pretty nearly the straw hats 
worn by the Chinese, except as being 
more clumsy. It must be very useful, 
however, both in rain and sunshine. 
and I wonder that it is not more gene
ral. MallY of the la.rger boats which 
we passed this day were painted black, 
the bamboo pillars which support the 
platform carved, and the sterns orna.
mented with large brass studs. 

June 28.-The river takes a remark
able twist here, so that our coarse 
lay north-east by north. This indeed 
threatens to lengthen our journey to 
Dacca, but it is a. great relief to the 
men, as they are enabled to make sail, 
and our progress is much more rapid, 
thou~h certainly not in so favourable a 
direction as yesterday. We sa w a strik
ing specimen of the precarious tenure 
of these high banks, and how slight 
causes will sometimes make them topple 
over. One of these cliffs or scars, for 
they pretty nearly answer to the latter 
name, without any reason that we saw 
but the agitation of the water occas;oned 
by- our vessel, though we were at tome 
dIstance, fell suddenly to the weight 
of many tons, nnd imIDeuiately, as if 
answering a signal, in two other pbc\ s 
the bank gave way in the SlIDe manner. 
Had we been under any of them our 
vessel must have gone to the bottoIn, 
and the ripple was distinctly Et, e';,'n 
where we were. About nine o'dock 
we passed Ruperra, a consideral!le \ il
lage, with a large ruinous building. 
Ruinous as it is, after the specimen 
which Sibnibashi afforded us, we were 
not surprised to find it Etill occupied by 
the Zemindar of the di&tl'ict. In its 
present state, and rapidly as we pa<!-cd 
it with a favourable wind, it is not 'fl'ry 

easy to judge or what it origlU:JIly has 
been, but from its Gtetinn arclllkctul'e 
it can hardlY be old, while it htl' .. ,i· 
dent marks of having been ('oustn:cted 
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----.----------------------------------------------------in a strik.ing and picturesque taste. Dut, I our notions of beautiful scenery in 
as I have before observed, a building England. Dut the broad Iivt'r, with a 
SOOI. becomes ruinous here, and to re- very rapid current, swarming witlJ. small 
pair any thing does not seem the habit picturesque canoes, and no less PIC
of India. Abdullah had more than turesque fishermen, winding through 
once told us stran~e things of the .. Bil'ds fields of green corn, natural meadows 
of Paradise" which we were to see as covered with cattle, successive pianta. 
we approached the Great Ganges. I tions of cotton, sugar. and pawn, studdE:d 
confess I W!!s slow to give credit to with villages and masts in every creek 
him, having always undeflitood that the and angle, and backed continually 
temarkable birds usually so called, were (though not in a continuous and heavy 
inhabitants of the Malayan and Sooloo line like the shores of the Hooghly) 
Archipelagos only. He described them, with magnificent peepul, banyan, bam
however. aceurately enough, as large boo, betel, and coco-trees, afforjl a. SIlC
birds, of a. gold colour, with a crest and cession of pictures the most riants that 
very long tail; adding that the feathers I have seen, and infinitely bt>vond any 
were the same with those silky golden thing..which I eYJ<l' expectea"to see iii 
ones which he had st'en sold in London. Bengal. To add to our pleasure this 
This morning he called to us in a ~eat day we had a fine rattling breeze carry
burry that one of them was iu s1ght, ing us along against the strcam, which 
perched on a tree not far from the it raised into a curl, at the rate of five 
water's edge. Unfortunately I could miles an hour; and, more than all, I 
not distinguish it, but Stowe, who saw heard from my wtfe. 'Ye brought to 
it, though imperfectly, said it appeared at sevcn near a large village, called 
to answer his description. Tyllybanya. The banks near the river 

The nets used for fishing these waters were cultivated in alternate quillet~ 
are very simple and imperfect; their with rice and cotton. Then followct\ 
casting nets are indeed large. and /food long ridges of pawn, which grow'! 
of their kind, but of course chiefly something like a. kidney·bean. and is 
applicable to the smaller fry. We have carefully covered above and on every 
seen no instance of the seine or drag. side with branches of bamboo, forming 
net, and the rest, even their largest.; a sort of hedge and roof, as ,high as a 
seem on the principle of a scoop, tl'i. man's head. When these branches and 
angular, aoo tenniuating in a purse. 11!aves become withered (which they 
They are extended on two long bam- soon do), they look exactly like a high 
boos, to catch the stream and all it mud wall, so like indeed, that when we 
brings with it, and when supposed to first saw them ill the course of this 
be tolerably full, are lifted suddenly. morning we both thought they were 
Sometimes they are thus managed in gardcn walls, and that the pawn Wl.S 

boats in the middle of the strcam, where cultivated witllin instead of undertlJem. 
they must require considerable dex- Pawn seems one of the most h' ,,);h1y 
tcritv; sometimes they are fastened to val ned productions of India, 1f we judge 
~JllIllboos, iu likely eddie" near the either by the pains taken in its culth's
banks. In either case the tame otters tion, or the price which it bears; Vit) 
mu~t be of most essential service to were told that its 3'etail price' dS sixty 
drivt: the fish and terrify them from lcaves (each as large as a hay leaf) for 
escaping. This rudeness of net struck an ana (ltd,), no ('ontemptible ratt) in 
me more, because on the Hooghly very p, country where a11 products of agTi
large net'l, apparently of the seine kind, cnlturallabour are so cheap, and when' 
are used, with kedgeree-pots for floats. rice may be had at less than half an ana 
The river continues a noble one, and the seer, a weight of nearly two pounlls. 
the country bordering on it is now of a Yet the only u~e of pawn (which has n 
fcrtilityand tranquil beautr, such as I hottish spicy flavour) is to wrap IIp the 
never saw before. Beauty It certainly hetel-nut, which the natives of India 
haR, tvough it has neither mountain, nor delight in chewing, and for which I 
w!lterfull, nor rock, which all enter into shOuld have thought many other leavps 

G 2 
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would answer as well. Our servants, 
indeed, have an idea .that the root of 
the p3ll'VD is collected: by the apothe
caries as medicine, and sold at a high 
rate for exportation, but I never re
member hearing of it. I tried chewing 
the betel to-<iay, and thought it not un
pleasant, at least I can ~asily believe 
that where it is fashionable people may 
soon grow fond of it. Th~ nut is cut 
into small squares and wrapped up in 
the leaf, together with some chunam. 
I t is warm and pungent in the mouth, 
and has the immediate effect of staining 
the tongue, mouth, and lips, of a fiery 
orange colour. The people here fancy 
it is good for the teeth, but they ~o not 
all take it. I see about half the crew 
without the stain on their lips, but I do 
not think the teeth of the others are 
better. 

The betel is a beautiful tree, the 
tallest and slendere~ of the palm kind, 
with a very smooth white bark. No
thing can be more graceful than its hIgh 
slender pillars, when backed by the 
dark shade of bamboos and other simi
lar foliage. A noble grove of this kind 
succeeded to the pawn-rows at our vil
lage this evening, embosoming the cot
tages, togetha- with their little gardens, 
nnd, wha.t I see here in greater perfec
tion than I have yet seen in Bengal, 
their little green meadows and home
steads. We rambled among these till 
darkness warned us to return. The 
name of this river is Chundnah. We 
saw a large eagle seated on a peepul
tree very near us. On the peepul an 
t>artben pot was hanging, which Ab
dullah said was brought thither by 
wme person whO<'e father was dead, 
that the ghost might drink. I before 
knew that spirits were sUl'posed to d&o 
light in peepul-trees, 'but dId not know, 
or had forgotten, the coincidence of the 
Brahminicnl with the classical XClal. 

Jltn6 29.-This morning we c{)n
tinued our wny with a strong and 
favourable breeze against .. a broader 
and a broader stream, that rocked the 
little boat," and surpassing the Hooghly 
almost as much in width as in the rich
ness, beauty, ItIld eheerfulness of its 
bauks, which makes me believe that 
Calcutta is really one of the most u.n-

favourable situations in Bt!ngal. We 
passed some fishing-boats of very in
genious construction, well adapted for 
paddling in shallow water, and at the 
same time not unsafe, being broali in 
the beam and finely shaped. They 
were also clinker-built, the first of that 
kind which I have seen in India. Aoout 
twelve o'clock we passed on our left
hand a large and handsome European 
house, very nobly situated on a high 
dry bank, with fine trees round it j and 
immediately after, we saw before us a 
sheet of water, the opposite bank c1 
which was scarcely visible, being in 
fact Gunga in her greatest pride and 
glory. The main arm, which was 
visible, stretched away to the north
west, liternlly looking like a t;ea, With 
many sails on it. Directly north, 
though still at a considerable distance, 
the stream was broken bya large sandy 
island, and to the south. beyond some 
low sandy islet!! and narrower channels, 
we saw another reach, like the one to 
the north, with a sandy shore, looking 
not unlike the coast of Lancashire, as 
seen trending away ftom the mouth of 
the Mersey. To one of these islets wt. 
stood across with a fine breeze. There 
the boatmen drew ashore, and one ot 
them came to ask me for an offering, 
which it was (he said) always customa-y 
to make at this poil.lt, to Kkizr, for a 
/ZOod passage. Khizr, for whom the I 
Mussulmans have a great veneration, is; 
a sort of mythological personll~e, made' 
up of different Rabbinical fabJes con-' 
cerning Eliezer the servant of Abraham, I 
and the prophet Elijah, on which are 
engrafted the chivalrous legends re., 
specting St. George! They bdiel"c 
him to have attended AbrJham, in, 
which capacity he cL"ank of the fountain I 
of youth, which gave him immortality. i 
This is Rabbinical, but the Mu~mlmalls: 
alw believe him to hav~ gone ury-shod: 
over Jordan, to have ascended to heaven, 
in a fiery chariot, and lastly, to be a 
valorous knight, who helps the amlS 
of the believers, and will return at 
len!!th O!l a white horse, a Iittiel*lOie 
th~4i!L~!Jt\~~itJ~,-_ t(\~th, 't: ~~l~ , 
an __ jlL!p_~_'El~~of, om:_l1Fd, to. 

estroy Dejjal or Anti-Chri<;t, l1nJ""mh-. 
due the multitudes of Gog avd ;\Iagog.. 
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But, as ha,·ing access to the fountain of pills of ca lomel and colocynth, which 
life, and as having passed Jordan, he is they took very thankfully; and he left 
particularly diFpOSed to love and cherish "them more to take jf required. 
the waters, and all which belong to, or We soon found indeed, and ou their 
sail on them. Dacca, under the Mo~ account found with less regret, that 
dynasty, was placed under his peculiar many things were to be done before WI! 
protection, and he naturally succeeded could resume our voyage. As the wind 
to that veneration whica, In the same was full against us, our top-masts were 
district, the Hindoos had previously to be struck, and other preparations 
been in the habit of paying to their made for tacking. The boatmen 
Varuna.. god of the seas and rivers. wished to show their gratitude to St. 

Our vessel found something like a George (or St. Khizr), by a little feastj 
sea running in the mid-channel, and I and as the village where our lot was 
could observe our two sirdar-bearers thrown bade fair to be. interesting, we 
sitting close to each other with very disposed ourselves for an earlier and 
melancholy countenauces. I observed longer walk after dinner than usual. 
to mine that this river was greater than :M~time we '\Vere besieged by beg
the old Gunga, and was amused by the gars: a wretched old leper, all over 
faint and dismal assent he gave, though sores, a younger object of the same 
he endeavoured to conceal his un- kind, a blind man, "lVith many others, 
marinerlike sensations. We stood across came down to the beach; and when 
to the other side, leaving a large sandy after dinner, we walked into the villag. 
island on the right, and halted to wrut a very small and deformed dwarf, at. 
for our boats, though in a bad situation, old man ll~t abovt three feet high, was 
where a ht'avy sea beat on the shore, brought on a man's shoulders. He 
and the pinnace thumped continually on seemed to set a toleraLll high value on 
the sand. We ought to have anchored himself, and instead 0 being grateful 
further out, but tllat would have been for the alms I gave him as a beggar, 
tontrary to the naval tactics of Bengal, wanted to be paid as a curiosity. The 
which alwa,s incline to hug the shore most charactcristie, however, of there 
88 much as ~sihle j and whatfbllowed applicants, was a taU, well made, but 
made me re~oice that this was the case. lean and raw-boned man, in a most 
A poor mlbCrable-looking man rJlme fantastic array of rags and wretched
along-side, and withJ·oillt'd llallds, and ness, and who might have answered 
in lIccents of deep jstress, asked for admir.tbly to Shakspeare's Edgar. Ha 
medieine. On inquiring what was the had a vel·Y filthy turban round his head, 
matter, he said that lie and eight others, with a cock's feather in it, two satchels 
a boat's crew, were all lying' within a I' flung over his broad shoulders-the 
few yards, 80 ill and weak that they remains of a cummerbund, which had 
could not navigate their vesseL alld l been scarlet-a large fan of the pal
only himsdf and two more had strenght i mette-leaf in one hand, and over the 
to crawl ahout at all. The complaint other wrist an enormolls chaplet of 
be called" play," which I was told was wooden beads. He came up to our 
a bilioml (ever. We went to the vessel, boatmen with a familiar air, bade them 
which prt'sented iruleed Ii dismal scene salam with greq,t cordiality, then, half 
of misery. I "ould not let Stowe go laughing, but with moments in whicl1 
into tllC cahin, which he was about to his voice assumed a tone as deep as a 
do, but made the poor fellows come to curfc",". appeared to ask their benevo
die gallg-way. Their case seemed a lcnce. lIe was a Mussulman religious 
very plain one, their ton~ues white, mendicant. and was come to congratu. 
pulse very quick aud bara, and ~kin late his brethren on their arrival, and 
much SUfi'U6t!d with yellow, and they receive their bounty. That bounty 
had almo~t given up hope of life. OUI' was small: neither his own mel·its, Dor 
serang said it was the Sunderbund those of Khizr, could extract a singlE 
disease. in faet, a marsh fever. Stowe pice either fi·om serang or boatmen. 
lmDlcdiatcly fell to "ork to make some They gave him, however, a littlt! rice, 
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----------------------------------------------------which he received in a: very bright and 
clean pot, and then stJqjde away, with
oat asking anything 01 us, and singing' 
llla. iltillU t • 

The evening was very fine, and we 
had a beautiful stroll along the beach 
and through the village, which, more 
than m05t I have seen, reminded me 
('1' the drawings of Otahcite and the 
Friendly I&lands. It was surrounded 
f))' quillets of cotton, sugar-cane, and 
1"1C;), overgrown with bamboos and 
palms, and on the shore were some fine 
specimeus of the datura stramoninm, 
which, as night came on, opened a mag
nificent and very fragrant white lily
shaped flower, while aU the grass"and 
hushes were gemmed with brilliant 
fire-flies. A number of canoes were 
huilding on the beach, many of them 
Tery neatly made, and like those which 
I have lately seen, clinkered. These 
were, howev('r, dear (at least I thought 
1-0). On asking th~' price of otle of 
them, the c,trpenter who was painting 
her said fOl1y-six rupees. Dragon
root grows plentifully in all these 
thickets. 

On going at night-fall to inquire 
after our patients, we found them al
ready better, but very anxious for 
wine or spirits, which they said always 
curt:d the Sunderbund fever. Rhada
cant Deb had as&ured me that no Hin
doo ought or would on any account 
t..ke ~pirits, or even any liquid medi
cille, from the hands of an European. 
Yet these people were all Hindoos; so 
that it appears that the fear of death 
couquers all the rules of s~perstitioD, 
Of dse that these people 111 general 
really care less about the matter than 
either Europeans or such bigots as 
Hhadacant Deh would have us believe. 

The river, I should. guess, at this 
lllace, is about as wide as the Mersey II 
mile below Liverpool, but its very tlat 
i>hores make it look wider. The place 
w here we lay was evidently frequented 
1 y people who either were frightened, 
or had recently been so, since there 
were -very many trac~s of that devotion 
which originates from a supposed dan
gerou:; enterprise. I saw no fewer than 
three turf-built kihlas for the devotion 
or thanksgiving oni1ohammedans, and 

a small shed containing the figure of a \ 
horse, r\ldely made of straw pld,tered 
over with clay, which I was at a loss 
whether to regard as Mohammedan or 
pagan, since the Mus~lI~lans.~)f Jhis 
country carry ,about an image oLYl.e 
horse of Hossem, and pay much ljonQJlf 
iii that of' Khlzr. Near it was a small i 
shed of bamboos and thatch, where a I 
man was watching a field of cucumbers, 
which interested me as being thc same 
custom to which Isaiah alludes in chap. I 
i. vel'. 8. I pointed out the coinciden~ 
to Abdullah, who was greatly delighted, 
and observed, after some praibes of' 
Isaiah, that surely the old religion of! 
the Brahmins must have had home! 
truth, since !~_!llhlH~.Jl~d,-looked I 
forward to an IDcarnation of Vibhnu, 
on a wg~e.!Q..~;;; to_!'psfo!:~!j1~..iorld 
to Ii~meRs. "They only not know," I 
ne-Slild:'-=that Vishnu already ineaT- I 
nate, and that he come again when they 
mention, on white horse, as they ~peak," 
alluding, as he afterwards explained 
himselt; to the descri.§OllOrClll-istln 
ReVeTatlons xix. ver. lr.-Tliisman I 

IS certamIJ mtelhgent, - and, for his· 
situatiJn III life, extremely well-in
formed. 

And thus we are, literally, in India. 
beyond the Gange.s. We have had 
the mortification, however, of learning 
that we have come hitI:.er too soon, ll.lld 
that our serang ought to have kept on 
the western bank till almost opposite 
Jaffiergunge. Through his ignoranc~ 
we shall have the greatest strength of 
the monsoon to cont('nd with to-mor
row, instead of having its forc;) broken 
oy a weather-shore, or one which partly 
answers to that description. 

June 30.-This morning we heard a. 
very good account of our patients, and 
left them with a smull stuck of bark 
and wine, enough, I should hope, to 
set up men who are entirely unaccUG
tomed to any stimulant. ,\Ve found, 
unfortunatdy, but too won, tlle diffi
culty of ploeeeding on our way to 
D<lcC<\. The men towed us a. few miles. 
with much labour, against a fierce 
wind, ",hil1h tlmmped us every moment 
with right good will on the clay bank 
-then be:!ged It'ave to rest-then to 
try the mld.dle of the river. To tLis 
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measure we were much inclined, as the 
stream we thought would of itsdf be 
enollgh to carry our vessel down, while 
the winq (with the driver and jib) 
would serve to steady us. We EJ)()n 
found, however, that the piunace, from 
its want of keel, had no guidan('e or 
stabmty in the water; that she neither 
answered to her helm, nor in the least 
bore up against the wind; nay, that 
the I!tream itself had not so much 
hold on her shallow construction as 
tIle wind had, even when all the sails 
Were down. I urged them to try their 
oars j but the sea ran so high, and the 
,-essel rolled so much in the middle of 
the stream, that the~e too were useless, 
01' nearly so. We tried to regain the 
shore from which we had parted, but 
found this difficult, without a very 
serious loss of ground. Under these 
circuIDstances it seemed still advisable 
to stretch over to the western bank 
which we had prematurely quitted, 
Rnd accordingly we stood across for 
the sandy island, which, on our arrival, 
we fOlUld divided by a broad channel~ 
Our serang was very coolly going to 
establish himself for the night on the 
first land which he touched; but I in
sisted on his at least proceeding over 
the next broad stream, so as to get in 
a fdvoul"able direction for towing next 
day, and for remaining with a weather
shore during the night. He obeyed, 
and we at 5 o'clock ahrain took up our 
quarters on a sandy beach, the very 
likeness of Southey's Crocodile Island, 
being pretty nearly the spot where we 
should have been yesterday evening, 
had our sernng known where he was. 
The only interesting occurrence was 
the capture of a very large and beau
tiful iguana, or lizard, two feet nine 
illches long, with five toes on each foot, 
alld a forked tongue, beautifully markrd 
~ith tiger.like stripes of yellow and 
black. It was basking on the river 
bank, but was no sooner disturbed than 
it rliIl iutv the water, then, seeing the 
bo:tts, instead of diving it began to 
crel'p up the bank again. when one of 
the boatmen caught it in a snickle. 
They were all much afraid of it. and 
spoke of its bite as poisonous, which, 
from its appearance. I am little inclined 

1 

to believe. It did not, illdeed, ,cem to 
have any teeth at all. Stowe rambl~d 
about the island, lind waded tllrough Ii 
marsh after some widgeons, ~d shot 
two; on cutting them up an egg was 
found in each. This supply wlll not 
be unseasonable to 011f rapuUy decreas~ 
ing larder. • 

July I.-This morning, the wind 
being more moderate, we continued 
our course to the western bank of the 
river, without any great loss of ground, 
and then proceeded favourably enough 
by towing. The river soon became 
free from islands of any sort, and ex~ 
panded into the most noble sheet of 
frf'sh water I ever saw, I should guess 
note less than .four miles wide. The 
banks are tolerably high when we are 
near them, but while we creep along 
the one, the other is only seen as'along 
black line on the horizon. Of course, 
though the view is striking, it is not 
picturesque, an<'. it would soon weary 
us. which could hardly be- the case 
with the beautiful Chundna. _ 

I had the delight to-day of hearing 
again from my wife, and this is worth 
all the fine scenery in the world. 

The fishermen are a finer race here 
than those in the neighbourhood ef 
Calcutta, and their boats better. They 
have also large seines, like those on the 
Hooghly. Yet many circumstances in 
their equipments are extremely rude. 
Many have for sail a mat or cloth sus
pended between two bamboos, one 011 
each gunwale, like the New Zealand
ers j and one skiff paSSEd llS scudding 
under a yet simpler contrivance, two 
men standing up lD her, and extending 
each a garment with his feet and hand$. 
I have seen BOrne such representations 
of Cupids and Venuses on gems, bnr 
little thou~ht that the thing hall its 
prototype lD "1"eal life, and was the 
practice of any modern boatmen. 

The noise of_ the Ganges is really 
like the sea. As we passed near a 
hollow and prc('ipitous part of the bank. 
on which the wind set full, it told on 
my ear exactly as if the tide were com
ing in j and when the moon rested at 
night on this great, and, as it then 
seemed, this shoreless extent of water. 
we might have fancieuourst:lves in thI 
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cuddy of an Indiaman, if our cabin and I was myself exceedingly amused. 
were not too near the ·water. About Indeed, not having seen him MIn for
half-past five we stood aeross the river, wards, I really at first supposed him to 
which n.n really bigh, and washed the be the person whom he counterfeited, 
decks handsomely, and brought to amid and wondered at the irreverent mockerY 
rice, indigo, and sugar-fields, near the with which so holy a man was treated, 
native town of Jaffiergunge, and had till in a few minutes he sprang up, 
an interesting walk, though it was too threw his mat and handful of ashes at 
late for a long one. The people were his comrades, and catching np his 
cutting indigo,l'rllich they then packed truncheon of bamboo, resumed his place 
in large bundles, and loaded in boats. in the team with an agility and strength 
It both looked and, smelt something which urged all the rest into a round 
like new-made hay, though with rather trot. This is only one out of twenty 
a stronger flavour. A good deal of instances which every day offers, of the 
,,;ld celery was growing on the bank. I vivacity of these fellows, who are in 
which Abdullah said the people of this fact always chattering, singing, laugh
country boil and eat in large qnantities, ing, or playing each other tricks. Yet 
helieving it to be very wholesome. I have met many people in Calcutta 
The night- blowing stramonium was who gravely complain of the apathy 
also abundant. and "\Vant of vivacity in the natives ot 

Jul; 2.-We entered the river of India. My own observation. both of 
In.fIierp:unge, called Commercolly in these men and of the peasants and 
Rennell's map, which here, however, fishermen whom we pass, is ofa very 
as in other places, prd;;ably from some different character. They are active, 
alteration in the courSe of the stream, lively, gossipin!ljo and laborious enough 
is utterly useless. The country all Jlo- when they have any motive to stimu
puloUs, highly cultivated with nee, l~te them to exertion. Had I an indigo 
sugar, cotton, and indihY(); and thongh plantation, I would put them all to 
woody, the banks are not oppre&sed task-work, and I am sure that, with due 
with such exuberant and heavy arbor- inspection to prevent fraud, few la
age as thoscoftheHooghly. Wepassed bourers would surpass them in steady 
a considerable indigo.factory, with a 'Work, and still fewer would equal them 
very pretty house attached to it. There in cheapness. Their habit of coming 
seemed more machinery, and more ac- late to their labour, and breaking off 
tivity here, than in any which we have early, arises from the 'llriety of call
seen. The appearance of the workmen, ings which each man at present exer
whose naked limbs and bodies were co- cises, and the time which he }0f,(''S in 
vered with the blue dye, was very sin- preparilJg his food. Make it worth 
gular. thClr while to establish messes, where 

The wind favou~d our progress to- one should cook for the remainder, and 
day; and though the serang did not give them facilities of eating a noon
cam to abandon his trusty tow-line, the day meal on the scene of their work. 
men had light work:, and were in high and they wouM, I think:, be eru,i1y per
!>pirits. On passing a banyan-tree, suaded, with far greater comfort to 
where were an old mat and a pitcher, themselves, and advantage to their em
(JDe of them ran forwards '\\'ithout giving ployers, to begin and leave off work at 
any notice of his intentions, drew the the same time with English labourers. 
mat round his loins, placed the potsherd Indeed, at some of the indigo-works 
bT, his side according to rule, and so which we have passed, this s('ems the 
ridiculously imitated the gestures of a case; and I am sure that the fishermen 
., Yogi" til. religious mendicant), sing- and dandees work as late and as early 
ing all the time in the dismal tune as Dny people. ' 
which they use, putting his hands over The stream as we advanced became 
his llead, sprinkling earth on his face, broader, and the country a!'.~umed the 
&c., that his comritdes were quite dis- character of inundation. The vill,lges, 
abled from their work with lauglling, on land a little elevated, were each 
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surrounded by its thicket of bamboos 
and fruit-trees. Some fine tall Epread
ing banyans and peepuls were scattered 
on the driest patches of the open 
country, but the rest was a I!heet of 
green rice, intersected in every direc
tion by shallow streams, 'which did not 
as yet cover the crop. but made it look 
like rushes in a marsh. The low banks 
of the river were marked out by the 
bushes of datura stramonium, and long 
silky tufted grass, which from plac~ to 
place rose above the water, and here 
our boatmen waded sometimes mid-le~, 
sometimes knee-deep. Indigo, in this 
low country, is confined to the banks 
round the villages, whence we saw se
veral boats conveying it to the works 
which we had left behind us. 

About two o'clock we entered on an 
immense extent of flat and flooded 
country, stretching as far as the eye 
could reach to the north-west, without 
even trees or any similar object to break 
the line of horizon. Here at GwaI
parah, we, for the first time since leav
mg the Ganges, bad the stream in our 
favour. As the wind was not altogether 
unfuvourable, we hoisted sail, and the 
strE'am I!trengtbened as we got into the 
middle of the river. The serang told me 
we should do extremely well, provided 
we could make a particular clump of 
trees, which we were in a very fair 
way for, when suddenly the wind drew 
round to the south-east, and began to 
blow hard, with rain, which fairly 
compelled us to bring up on the oppo
site side of the .. Jeel"· to that which 
we intended, on a rotten marsh, over
grown with beautiful jungle-grass, tall 
and silky, and at least eight feet high, 
so as completely to bury the men who 
endeavoured to get through it. To
wards sun-set the breeze moderated, 
when, hy help of a little rowing, we got 
off from shore, and found ourselves in 
a wide stream of muddy water, rushing 
at the rate of eight or ten knots an 
hour, in which our sails just served to 
keep us stea<ly, and which carried us in 
little more than an hour to the point 
we were anxious to attain. Were-

• In the dry sea.on a j...,l I. merely a 
swamp. but during the ralno, ",lum near a 
Ih'er, it.bee"meo navigahle for pinnaCtls.-l'n. 

ceived two messages from Mr. Master, 
judge of Dl\cca, in the course of the 
day, with a most liberal supply otbread, 
frebh butter, and fruit. His servants 
say we may easily reach Dacca to
morrow. 

Jul!J3.-This morning we ad"anced 
about twelve miles with the current, 
making eome little advantage of our 
sails. About eight o'clock, however, 
the wind was so strong and EO com
pletely in our teeth, that we were forced 
to bring to, as usual on a lee-shore, but 
so soft 8Jld yielding, being in fact all 
marsh and reeds, that no harm was 
likely to happen to the vessel. We la, 
in tbJs manner tiJl past ten, when, It 
being very ciear that, with such a 
wind, it was impossible for the pinnace 
to reach Dacca by church-time next 
day, I determined on. going thither in 
the jolly-boat, leaving, Stowe, whose 
health would not jdmit of his joining 
such an expedition, behind. I accord
ingly embarked, taking with me, besid€s 
my clothes, a pocket-compass, and a 
common Bengalee umbrella, which 
being of straw, I thought would keep 
oit' the sun more effectually than my 
own. I took Abdullall and four of the 
best rowers of our crew, leaving on 
board the pinnace four of Mr. Master's 
police boatmen' instead, who came to 
offer their services. The adventures 
of such a voyage were not likely to be 
very numerous. We found a really 
heavy sea in the middle of the jeel, 
which washed our faces liberally. The 
width of this expanse of water was on 
an average, I think, about a mile, show
in~, in many places, marks of the vE'ge
tauon which it covered, and bordered, 
mostly, by tail rushes, jungle-grass, and 
rice fields, as yet only partially inun
dated. The stream was exceedingly 
strong, so much so as perfectly to ac
count for the height of the waves which 
the wind raised by their opposition. 
This latter, however, became more mo
derate after we had rowed about an 
hour and a half, and the remainder of 
our progress was nry rapid and easy. 
the men having little more to do than 
now and then to give a pull at their 
oars. A striped flag at the ent"\nce ~t 
a smallel' stream on our left hand at-
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tracted 'illy attention, and. the boatmen 
told me that a toll was paid there by all 
boats frequenting a mrket to which 
that nlfllah led. These local taxes are 
all, throughout the Company's terri~ 
tories, applied to the improvement of 
the distl'lcts where they are levied. A 
little farther we were hailed from the 
shore by a lD.3.!l earnestly begging to be 
taken on board. The dandees only 
laughed, but I told them to pull in and 
hear his story. He said he was a 
soldier in the 14th, Colonel Watson's 
regiment, that at their last night's halt
ing place he had missed the boat to 
which he belonged, and that now all 
the flotilla. was passed by, and unless 
we gave him a lift he had no cha~cc of 
getting to Dacca, the country being all 
flooded, and he unable to swim even a 
few yards. I immediately turned the 
boat's head to the shore, alld he came 
on board. a very fine handsome man, 
naked save his wni&'r~loth, and with a. 
Brahminical string, but with aU the 
carriage and air of a guardsman. No
body could, indeed, mistake his profes~ 
sion, even if he had not made his mili. 
tllry salute very gracefully. lIe said 
he had begged a passage that morning 
in six or eight boats, but seeing him 
naked and pennyiess they had all (as 
he said) "run over to the other side, as 
if he had been a tyger." He added, on 
seeing a Sahib his hopes revived, but, 
continued he, "these cursed Bengalees 
are not like other people, and care no
thing for a soldier, or any body else in 
trouble." U To be sure," he said, laugh
in~, "they always ruu away well." He 
pOlnted out some budgerows and other 
large boats dropping down the stream 
a few miles b€.fore us, liL\d said his 
comradell were there, and he should be 
very thankful if we would put him on 
board of anyone. We 'Were about an 
hour overtaking them, but the first we 
approached turned out to be a cook
boat, and he begged hard that I would 
not put him in a vessel where he could 
not escape defilement (showing his 
fitring). 

We accordingly proceeded through 
the fieat, which consisted of al)out 
twenty vessels, all deeply loadt'd, with 
their masts stl'uck, and their long ('um-

bersoine oars answering very little pur
pose, except to keep them steady in the 
middle of the current. Such of them, 
indeed, as were in its strength, were 
only to. be approached with caution, 
since as they dropped down at the rate 
of five or six miles an hour, and were 
perfectly unmanageable, they woulrl, if 
they had struck her, haTe swamped our 
little boat in an instant. There was one, 
however, which we conld board with
out difficulty, but this was a washer~ 
man's boat, and our passenger again 
objected. This second scruple eX('ltt:d 
such a burst of laughter from the Mus
snlmall dalldees, that the soldier blm.hed 
up to the eye!! as soon as he had made 
it. 1\Ild begged pardon of me, sa) ing, 
"the boat would do Tery well," tben 
jumping on board with another military 
salam, he left us to procced with more 
rapidity when freed from his weight. 
The towers of Dacca were already iu 
sight, at least the dandees could Gee 
them at the end of a reach of water, 
perhaps twelve miles in ~gth. along 
which we sped merrily. y-s we drew 
nearer I was surprised at the extent ot 
the place, and the statelinesnrtbe 
ruillS, of which indeed the city seemed 
chiefly to .consist. Besides some huge 
dark masses of castle and tower, the 
original destination of which could Dot 
be mistaken, and which were now over
grown with ivy and peepul-trees, as 
well as some old mosques alld pagodas, 
of apparently the same date, there were 
some large and handsome buildings, 
which, at a distance, bid fair to offer us 
a better reception, alld towards which 
I. in the first instance, proposed to di~ 
reet our course, knowing the difficulty 
which we should have, if we passt.'d 
them, in returning against the stream. 
The boatmen said, they did not think 
the «Sahib Log" lived in that part of 
the town, but were not sure, and the 
appearance of a spire, which, as it 
seemed to mark the site of the church, 
confirmed me in my resolution of bear
ing off to the left. As we approached. 
howe"cr, wt! found thc~e buildings also 
(though of more recent date than Shah 
Jrhanguire, and many of them of Gre
cian orcl1itecture) as r1.1inous as the 
rest, while tile spire turned out to be a 
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lIindoo obelisk. While' we were ap- water's edge, was pointed out to me as 
proaching the shore, at the distance of Mr. Master's, who was himself in the 
about half a mile from these desolate court of justice, but whose ~1'Tants, 
palaces, a sound struck m, ear, as if though surprised tl) see the style in 
from the water itself on which we were which I arrived, had an excellent bed
riding, the most solemn and singular I room for me, with every thing ready 
c:m conceive. It was long, loud, deep, for bathing and dressing. I found my
ami tremulous, something between the self in no respect the worse for my 
bellowing of a bull and the blowing of boating, except that tny face was a 
a whale, or perhaps most like those little burnt, jn spite of my chahtah, by 
roaring buoys which are placed at the the reflection of the water, while my 
mouths of some English harbours, in shins (which had been exposed to the 
which the winds make a noise, to warn sun, owing to my trowsers slipping up 
ships off them. "Oh," said Abdullah, in the nncomfortable situation In which 
"there are elephants bathing; Dacca I was compelled to sit) were scorched 
much place for elephant." I lcoked as if I had laid them before a great fire. 
immedIately, and saw about twenty of ThE!$e I washed in mil'k., which relieved 
these fine animals with their heads and them a good deal. Mr. Master, when 
trunks just appearing above the water. he returned, said that, though I had, 
Tllcir bel1owin~ it was which I had perhaps, done a rash thinfi in coming 
beard, and which the water conveyed through the sun, yet certainly I took 
to us with a finer effect than if we had the only means of arriving in time for 
been ashore. Another mile, or there- church. He said,that he would send a 
ail>uts, of rowing brought us to some guard-boat to help the pinnace on, but 
buildings of a more habitable descrip- that she conld not possibly get to Dacca 
rion, and pretty much like 'those of under twenty-fonr hours. For my part, 
Calcutta. Oue of thE;se, close to the except my shins, I never felt beUer. 

6.1 0/ 
/ 
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CHAPTER vn. 
DA.CCA.. 

Rulns-VI.1t from the Nawlib-Vlait returned-DeaUi ot Mr. Stowe-Conseeratioll ot Church, 
a.ud l~urlal Ground-Conftrmation-ArmeniaR Archbishop-Farewell vi.it to NaI\Iib
Meel braf Ali. 

JULY 4.-1 preached to a small congre
g!tion in a very small but pretty Go~ic 
church. Mr. Parish read prayers, and 
gav\.' notice of the Consecration and 
Confirmation for the Wedne¢ay and 
Fl'iday ensuing. About four o'clock 
the pinnace arrived, but Stowe, to my 
great concern, st'nt word that he was 
too ill to leave it, hliving had a very 
severe relapse of dysentery. I took 
Mr. Todd, the surgeon of the station, to 
him, who pressed him to make the at
tempt for the sake of a more airy apart
ment than his cabin, and in an hour'"s 
time, the wind having abated, he got 
into Mr. Master's house amI to bed, I 
hope not the worse for the etertion. 
Nothing can exceed Mr. Master'S kind
ness to us both, but, I am sorry to say, 
Ile is himself by no means in good 
health. 

The river on which Daccastands ba..<; 
greatly altered its c'baracter sillce Ren
lldl drew his map. It w.as then narrow, 
but is now, even during the dry season, 
not much less than the Hooghly at Cal
cutta. At present it is somewhat wider, 
but from tbe upper windows of Mr. 
Master's house, the opposite bank may 
be seen also in a great degree flooded, 
and though the green rice rising with 
the water gives it no other appearance 
than that of a swampy meadow, small 
boats are seen everywhere paddling 
about amid the erop, which yields dIem 
way without difficulty. 

Daeca, Mr. Master says, is, as I sup
posed, merely the wreck of its ancient 
grandeur. Its trade is reduced to the 
sixtieth part of what it was, and aU 
its splendid buildings, the castle of 

its founder Shah Jehangnire, -the noble 
mosque he built, the palaces of the an
cient N a wabs, the factories and churches 
of the Dutch, French, and Portugnese 
nations, are all sunk into min, and over
grown with, jungle. Mr. Master has 
himself been present at a tyger-hunt in 
the court of the old palace, during w hi<' h 
the elephant of one of his friends f\!l 
into a well, overgrown with weeds and 
bushes. (The cotton produced in this 
district is mostly sent to England raw, 
and the manufactures of Englaml are 
preferred by the people of Dacca them· 
selves for their cheapness,) There are 
still a few Armenians resident in the 
town, some of them wealthy, with a 
church, and two priests. Their Arch
bishop, who makes once in four or £ve 
years a journey from Nakitchvan to 
India, is now in the place, on the same 
errand with me. There are also a few 
Portugnese, very poor and degraded. 
Of Greeks the number is considerable, 
and they are described as an industrious 
and intelligent people, mixing more 
with the English than the rest, and fill
ing many of the subaltern situations 
under government. The clerk at the 
English church (it happens singularly 
enough) is a Greek, and the Gr(~k 
priest has sent to request permission to 
calIon me. Of English there are none, 
except a few indigo-planters in the 
neighbourhood, and those in the civil 
or military service. But the Hindoo 
and Mohammedan population l\Ir.l\Ias
ter still rates at ~()O.O()!la certainly no 
immoderate ca'tCuliltOii, sin('e, n.~ he 
says, he has ascertaineu that there are 
ahove 90,000 houses and huts. Tht> ----------.. 
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climate of Dacca Mr. Master reckons rainy season, and the winter, it is ex
one of the mildest in India, the heat ceedingly raw, aguish, and asthmatic, 
being always tempered by the vast rivers being subject to continual and very of
flowing near it, and the rapidity of their fensive fogs, from the quantit, of un
streams discharging the putrid matter cleared land, and the neighbouring 
of the annual inundation more rapidly mountains. But little has been at
titan is ever the case in the Hooghfy. tempted at Dacca or Chittagong for the 
The neighbourhood affords only one conversion of the natives, and that little 
IShort ride at this season, and not many has had very small success. At the 
even when the ground is dry, being former place is a Baptist minister, who 
much intersected by small rivers, and is described as a very good and diligent 
some large and impenetrable jungles man, and has succeeded in establishing 
coming pretty close to the north-east of one Christian school (among the Porm
the town. Boating is popular. and thev nese and Greek children), and some 
Joake boats very well here. lu(leed I I ff'W Benl!'alAA schools for the natives, 
r.annot conceive a situation which more lSut In tnese last he has either not ven
naturally would lead men to take de- tur~ to introdllce the New Testament, 
light in sailing. No vessels, however, or has failed in doing 80 ; a result so 
larger than the small country-built brigs different from what has been the case iD 
ever come to Dacca; during the rains every other part of India, that I suspect 
ships of any moderate burden might do some want of address, at least, in the 
so, but it w~uld be attended with some instrnctor. He ap~ars, however. to 
risk, and the inducements to enter this have received ~nslderable encourage
branch of the Ganges are not sufiicient ment from the }I;nglish families, and I 
to encourage men to endanger their apprehend that a Church Missionary 
vessels or themselves, though as far as establishment of the same sort would 
Luckipoor small European craft have :lind the situation by no means a bad one. 
been known to come. The majority July 5.-To-day I had visits from 
prefer Chittagong, though even this most of the cMl and military function
last has a harbour little adapted for aries of Dacca.. I had also a visit from 
vessels of burden. Mr. Lee, a sort of secretary to his high-

Of Chittagong I learnt many inte- Dess the Nawftb Shumsheddowlah, to 
resting particulars. The town of Is- collgratulate me OD my arrival, and to 
lamaboo itself is not large, and the appoint a day for his calling on me. 
English society is still smaller than at This potentate is now, of cow'se, shorn 
Dacca. The countlJ round is pretty of all political power, and is not even 
and romantic, consistmg of a number of allowed the state palanquin, which his 
little round steep hills, covered with ver- brother (whose heir he is) had, and 
dure, coffee, pepper, vines, and bamboos, which his neighbour, the :Nawab of 
on the summits of which the villas of Moorshedabad, still retains. He has, 
the English are generally placed. These however, an allowance of 10,000 8. 
are not very accessible, the roads being rupees per month, is permitted to keep 
often too steep and stony to admit of a court, with puards, and is styled 
carriages or horses, and the usual me- .. highness." The palanquin, indt!€d, 
thod of visiting being in tonjons, and was a distinction to which his brother 
even these, no bearers but the practised had no very authentic claim, and which 
ones of Chittagong would be able to this man could hardly expect, having 
carry in such a country.. At some dis- been very leniently dealt with in being 
tance from tile coast are mountains allowed the succession at all. lIe had 
which divide this territory from that of in his youth been a bad subject, had 
thE! Burmese, and are coverl>d by almost quarrelled with government and his 
impenetrable woods and thickets. The own family, and been concerned in the 
climate, Mr. Master thinks, has beeD bloody conspiracy of Vizier Ali. For 
over-praised. It is certainly cooler his share in this, he was many years 
during the hot months than Calcutta, imprisoned in Calcutta, during which 
but not than Dacca, while during the time he acquired a better knowledgll ot 
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the English language and literature than 
most of his countrymen possess. He 
speaks and writes Engll<;h very toler
ably, ard even fancies himself a critic 
in Shakspeare. He has been really a 
man, Mr. Master tells me, of vigorous 
and curious mind, who, had his talents 
enjoyed a proper vent, might have dis
tinguished himself. But he is now 
growing old, infirm, and indolent, more 
and more addicted to the listless indul
gences of the Asiatic prince; pomp, so 
far as he can afford it, dancmg-girls, 
and opium, having, in fact, scarce any 
society but that of his inferiors, and 
being divested of any of the usual mo
tives by which even Asiatic princei are 
occasionally roused to exertion. To 
such a man a strong religious feeling 
would (even as far as this world is con
cerned) be an inestimable treasure. But 
to inspire Shumsheddowlah with such 
a feeling, there are, alas I few if' any 
facilities. 6 

Government has seldom more than 
five companies of infantry at Dacca' 
but this number is now doubled, &.nd 
they have also sent a small flotilla of 
gun-vessels, which are faid to be on 
their way. Had the Burmese really 
possessed any considerable force of war
boats in the neighbourhood of Teak 
Naaf, Dacca might easily have fallen 
their prey j and the alarm excited lately 
was very great, and with some better 
reason thim I had supposed. Among 
other objects of fear and suspicion was 
the poor old N awllb, whom the English 
/iuspected of plotting against them, and 
sending information to the Burmese. 
That the Nawllb would not weep his 
eyes out for any reverses of the British 
army is, indeed, probable; but as to 
intelligence, he had none rosend which 
was worth the carriage, and was so fur 
from contemplating the approach of the 
Burmese with indifference, that he had 
taken means for removing his family as 
soon as possible, in case of serious alarm, 
while he himself requested leave to at
tach himself to Mr. Master, to remain 
or go, whenever and wherever he might 
think proper. 

Dacca, as Abdullah truly said, .. is 
much place for elephant:' The Com
p~y have a stud of from two ,to three' 

hundred, numbers being caught all
nually in the neighbouring wouds of 
Tiperah and Cachar, which are brokrIl 
in for service here, as Wl'll as gradually 
inured to the habits which they mu~t 
acquire in a state of captivity. Tho~e 
'Willch are intended for the uI'Pcr pro
vinces remain here some time, and 
are by degrees removed to Moorshe
dabad, Bogwangolah, Diuapoor, &c., 
since the transition of climate from tLis 
place to Meerut, or even Cawnpoor, is 
too great, and when sudden, destroys 
numbers. I drove in the evening, with 
:Mr. Master, through the city and part 
of the neighbourhood. The former is 
very like the worst part of Calcutta near 
Chitpoor, but has some really fine ruins 
intermingled with the mean huts which 
cover three-fourths of its space. The 
castle which I noticed, and which used 
to be the palace, is of brick, yet showing 
some traces of the plaster which IJlls 
covered it. The architecture is pre
cisely that of the Kremlin of Moscow, 
of which city, indeed, I was repeatedly 
reminded in my progress through the 
town. The GreCIan houses, whose di
lapidated condition I have noticed, were 
the more modern and favourite rebid
ences of the late Nawab, and were 
ruined a few years since by the en
croachments of the river. The obelisk, 
or "mut," which I saw, was erected us 
an act of piety, very frequent in India. 
by a HIDdoo, who about twenty-fi"e 
years ago accumulated a.large fortune 
in the service of the East India Com
pany. Another mut of an almobt simi
lar form was pointed out to me a little 
way out of the town. The pagodas, 
however, of Dacca, are few and small, 
th~fourths of the population being 
M1lssulmans, and almost every brick 
building in the place having its Per,ian 
or Arabic inscription. Mrn-t of these 
look very old, but none are of great an
tiquity. Even the old p:Jace was built 
only about two hundred years a;:;o, ami. 
consequently, is scarcely older than the 
Banqueting-house at 'Whitehall. TIle 
European houses are mostly small and 
poor, compared with those of Calcutta i 
and such as are out of the town are so 
surrounded with jungle and 11lins as to 
give the idea of desolation anJ un-
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healthiness. No cultivation was visiLle 
50 f.ir as we went, nor IIflY spae.e cleared 
except an area of about twenty acres 
for the new military lines. The drive 
was picturesque, however, in no com
mon degree j several of the ruins were 
fine, and there are some noble peepul
trees. The Nawab's carriage passed us, 
an old landau, drawn by four horses, 
with a coachman and postilion in red 
liveries, and some horse-guards in red 
also, with high ugly caps, like those of 
the old grenadiers, with gilt plates in 
front, and veri ill-mounted. The great 
men of India evidently lose in point of 

.effect, by an injudicious and imperfect 
adoption of European fashions. An 
eastern cavalier with his turban and 
flowing robes is a striking object; and 
an eastern prince on horseback, and 
attended by his usual train of whita.
staved and high-capped janizaries, a 
still more noble one; but an eastern 
prince in a shabby carriage, guarded 
by men dressed like an equestrian troop 
at a fair, is nothing more than ridicu-' 
lous and melancholy. It is, however, 
but natural, that these unfortunate sove
rl'igns should imitate, as far as they can, 
those costumes which the. example of 
their conquerors has associated with 
their most recent ideas of power and 
splendour. Stowe has been very ill 
ever since he arrived here; to-day he 
is bl'tter, but still 60 unwell as to make 
me give up all idea of leaving Dacca 
this week. 

I met a. lady to-day who had been 
several years at Nusscerabad in Raj
pootana, and during seven years of her 
stay in India had never seen a clergy
man, or had an opportunity of going to 
church. This was, however, a less 
tedious excommunication than has been 
the lot of a very good and religious 
man, resident at Tiperah, or somewhere 
in that neighbourhOQd, who was for 
ninE-teen years together the only Chris
tian within sewnty miles, and at least 
three hundrE-d from any place of wor
ship. Occasionally he has gone to re
ceive the Sacrament at Chittagong, 
about as far from his residence as York 
from London. These are sad stories, 
and in the case of Nusseerabad, I hope, 
Mt beyond the reach of a remedy. 

July 6.-The Nawlib called this 
morning according to his promise, ac
companied by his eldest son. He is a 
good-looking elderly man, of SOtfair a 
complexion as to prove the care with 
which the descendants of the Mussul
man conquerors have krilt up their 
northern blood. His hands,'more par
ticularly, are nearly as white as those 
of an European. He sat for a good 
while smoking his hookah, and con
versing fluently enough in English, 
quoting some English books of history, 
and showing himself very tolerably 
acquainted with the events of the Spa
nish war, and the part borne in it by 
Sir FJlward Paget._ His son is a man 
of about thirty, ofa darker complexion, 
and education more neglected, being 
unable to converse in English. The 
Nawae told us of a fine wild elephant, 
which his people were then in pursuit of, 
within a few mil~of Dacca. He said 
that they did not often come so near. 
He cautioned me against going amongst 
the rnins, except on an elephant, since 
tigers sometimes, and snakes always, 
abounded there. He asked me several 
pertinent questions as to tlle intended 
extent and object of my journey, and 
talked about the Greek priest, who, he 
saId, wished to be introduced to me, 
and whom he praised as a very WOrtlIY, 
well-informed man. I asked him about 
the antiquities of Dacca, which he said 
were not very old, the city itself being 
a com~aratively recent Mussulman 
foundatIon. He was dressed in plain 
white muslin, with a small gold tassel 
attached to his turban. His son had a 
turban of purple silk, ribbed with gold, 
with some jewels in it. Both had 
splendid diamond rings. I took good 
care to call the father "his highness," 
a distinction of which .Mr. Mlister had 
warned me that he was jealous, and 
which he himself, I observed, was very 
careful always to pay him. At length 
pawn and attar of roses were brought 
to me, and I rose to give them to the 
visitors. The Naw&b smiled and said, 
.. What, has your lordship learned our 
customs?" Our guests then rose, and 
Mr. lIIaster gave his arm to the Na
wab to lead him down stairs. The 
stairca.se was llned with attendanuo with 
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silver sticks, and the horse-guard, as 
before, were round the carriage; this 
was evidently second.;,hand, having the 
arms Iff its former proprietor still on 
the panel. and the whole show was 
anything but splendid. The Com
pany's Sepoys were turned out to pre
sent arms, and the NawAb's own fol
lowers raised a singular sort of accla
mation as he got into his carriage, 
reckoning up the titles of his family, 
" Lion of War !" "Prudent in Coun
sel !" .. High and mighty Prince I " 
&c. &c. But the thing was done with 
little spirit, and more like the procla
mation of a crier in an English court 
of justice, than a ceremony in ~hich 
any person took an interest. I was, 
however, gratified throughout the scene 
by seeing the humane (for it was even 
more than good-natured) respect, de
ference, and kindness, which, in evcry 
word and action, Mr. Master showed to 
this poor humbled plitentate. It could 
not have been greater, or in better 
taste, had its object been an English 
prince of the blood. 

Ju1!L S.-Stowe, who bas had a re
lapse, is rather better this morning, but 
his situation is very' uncomfortable. 
There is no probability of his being 
able to go with me up the country, or 
to leave Dacca, perhaps for many weeks. 
This is very distressing. To delay my 
departure so long will be to endanger 
the whole prospect of effecting my ar
rival at Cawnpoor during the rains ; or 
possibly of performing at all, during 
the present year, the Visitation, on 
which, and for so many reasons, I have 
set my heart, and for which I have 
nlready given up so much. The pro
ripect of bein~ so long burdensome to 
Mr. Master IS not agreeable. Nor, 
though this is a minor consideration, 
can I look forward without annoyance 
to so large a pecuniarr sacrifice as is 
involved in abandomng a. voyage, 
which I have already paid for, and 
ha'"e by so doing largely anticipated 
the allowance made by Government, 
and which I can only expect to receive 
if I persevere in roy journey. On the 
other hand, I will not leave mr. friend 
so long as he is in danger, or till I see 
him in a really convnlescent state. 

In the afternoon I accompanied Mr. 
Master to pay a visit to the Naw1tb, ac
cording to appointment. We drove a 
considerable way through the city, then 
along a shabby avenue of trees inter
mingled with huts, then through an 
old brick gateway into a sort of wild
looking close, with a large tree and 
some bushes in the centre, and ruinoUIJ 
buildings all round. Here was a com. 
pany of Sepoys, drawn up to receive us, 
very neatly dressed and drilled, being 
in fact a detachment of the Company's 
local regiment, and assigned to the 
Nawabas a guard of honour. In front 
was another and really handsome gate. 
way, with an open gallery, where the 
"Nobut," or evening martial music, is 
performed, a mark of sovereign dig. 
nity, to which the Nawab never had a 
just claim, but in which Government 
continues to indulge him. Here were 
the Nawab's own guard, in their ab
surd coats and caps, and a erowd of 
folk with silver sticks, as well as two 
tonjons and chahtahs, to convey us 
across the inner court. This was a 
little larger than the small quadrangle 
at AU Souls, surrounded. with low awl 
irregnlar, but not inelegant buildings, 
kept neatly, and all whitewashed. all 
the right hand was a flight of steps, 
leading to a very handsome hall, all 
octagon, supported by Gothic arches, 
with a verandah round it, and with 
high Gothic windows well venetiancd. 
The octagon was £tted up with a large 
round table covered with red cloth, 
mahogany drawing-room chairs, two 
lar~e and handsome convex lllirrors, 
which showed the room and furniture 
to considerable advantage, two com
mon pier-glasses, some prints of the 
king, the em~ror Alexander, lords 
Wellesley and Hastings, and the duke 
of Wellington, and two very good por
traits, by Chinnery, of the Nawilb him
self, and the late Nawab, his brother. 
Nothing was gaudy, but all extremely 
respectable and noblemanly. The Na
wab, his son, his English secretary, and 
the Greek priest whom he had men
tioned to me, received us at the door, 
and he led me by the hand to the upper 
end of the table. We 6ate some 
time, during whieh the CQllvt:rsatioll 
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"as k~'Pt np better than I I::xpected; the Church. 'his, pe ~ , ~g1~£i:q ft 
and I left the palace a good deal im- strictness, to ve ~ee.>~tJ!~_(jonll: 
pressed with the good sense, Informa- tirmation j bu e 1n§1 Slb11 ~ijI~ 
tion, and pleasing manners of t'Ul' host, the Catechume i . tt,t..,op:Pl)r-* 
\\ hose resIdence conloiderably surpassed .tunity of attendin e Lor 8l-¥~~. 
my expectations, and whose court had of whier they all aV'll .t]lemse!ves.-, 
notbing Jilaltry, except his horse-guarus as well, I believe, lIS all 
and carnage. The visit ended in an habitants of the station. The whole 
invitation to dinner, but without fixing number of communicants was thirty· 
a day. I said I should be happy to ac- four or thirty-til'e, and I never wit
eelJt it, and hinted that. an early day nessed a eongre~tion more earnestly 
would suit me best. So that it does not attentive. On thIS occasion poor Stowe 
delay my journey, I shall like it very was to have preached, but that d.uty 
well. now devol.ed on me. 

Dacca is sometimes visited by earth- In the evening I consecrated the 
quakes, though not very severe ones. burial-gronnd; a wild and dismal 
Mr. Master's house was much shaken place .. surrounded by a high wall, with 
last year. The ~neral run of Euro- an old Moorish gateway, at the dis
pean houses here IS about equal to the 'tance of about a mile from the now in
becond or third-rate of those in Cal- habited part of the city, but surrounded 
eutta: the rents seem nearly the same. with a wilderness of ruins and jungle. 
Few are actually on the river, but those It, is, however. large and well adapted 
are tile best, and bear the highest prices. for its purposes, qpntaining but few 

Jul!j 12.-A long interval has oc- tombs, and those mostly of old dat<!5, 
curred, during which 1 have had nei- erected during the days of Dacca's 
ther time nor heart to continue my commercial prosperity, and while the 
journal, having been closely occupied nnmber of .European residents was 
in attending the sick and dying bed of more considerable than it is at present. 
my excellent and amiable friend, Stowe, One was pointed out to me, over the 
and in the subsequent necessary duties remains of a Mr. Paget, Chaplain to 
of taking care of his interment and tile Company, in July, 1724. lIe then 
property. She for whose eyes I write little thought or feared how &trangely 
these pages, will gladly spare lne a the centenary anniversary of his inter
repetitIOn of the sad story of his de- ment would be kept up I Some of the 
eline, death, and burial. tombs are very handsome; one more 

I this morning left Dacea, afWr a 111artiCUlarlY, J'esembling the buildings 
rChidence of eighteen days, marked by raised over the graves of Mussulman 
great, and to me most unusual, anxiety I aamts, has a high octagon Gothic tower, 
and sorrow; but during which I, as with a cupola iu the same style, and 
\\ ,·11 as my poor friend, received in our eight windows with elaborate tracery. 
aflliction a degree of hosllitality, atten- Within are three slabs over as many 
tion, affectionate and dehcate kindness hodies, and the old Durwan of the bu
from the civil and military officers at- rial-~ound said, it was the tomb of a 
tached to the station, and their fami- certam" Columbo Sahib, Company ka 
lies, and most of all from our excellent nuokur," Mr. Columbo, servant to the 
host, Mr. Master, which 1 shall never Company j who he can have been I 
thrget, and for", hich, 1 trust, 1 shall be know not; his name does not sound 
always grateful. like an Englishman'S, but as there is 

1 do not recollect anything very ma- no inscription, the Beadle's word is tlle 
terill which I saw or heard during this ouly accessible authority. Another 
perioli, having, indeed, been pretty tomb is over a Chinese convert to 
closely confined to my friend's sick Christianity and Prot.estantism, who 
room. On Saturday, tile 9th, 1 con- seems to have resided here about one 
firmed about twentr persons, all adults, hundred years ago. The remainder 
and almost all of the higher ranks. are of various, but not very remote 
On tbe following Sunday} consecrated date, in the nsual Anglo-Indian style 
ro~L u 
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of obelibk or pyramid, but all over~ 
grown with ivy, Illl4:r the destructive 
peepulatree. Some fine elephants, with 
their mohouts, were browsing on the 
trees and bushes round the wall, and 
amid the neighbouring ruins. Indian 
c:lttJe occupied the little grassy glades 
"hich intersected what would else have 
heen a trackless forest, and the whole 
ll~d so wild and characteristic an ap
pearance, that I regretted that I had no 
time to make a drawing. 

One evening I drove with Mr. Master 
to see the prisons. The first we visited 
was a place of confinement for the in~ 
5ane, which the humanity of govern
ment provides in every district. .a'here 
were altogether a considerable number, 
the curable and incurable, the male 
and the female, separated in distinct 
\fards, under the care of the surgeon 
of the station and severa.l native doc. 
tors. The place ~ airy, well suited 
to the climate, and the prisoners seemed 
well treated, though, when I praised 
their cleanliness, Mr. Master observed, 
that be fe.ared they knew we were 

. cominS'_ The patients, however, when 
35ked If they had any complaints, only 
n:'ged (which some ot them did very 
t:uently) that they were unjustly con
fined, and could prove themselves 
either to have been never mad, or now 
to be quite recovered. Two only 
seemed dsngerous, and were kept in 
small grated cells, though several had 
light handcuffs on. One of these talked 
incessantly, with violent gesticulations, 
menacing his keepers through his bars j 
~he other was a gloomy and sullen 
wretch, stretehed out on his mat, bnt 
1)OW and then uttering a few low words, 
which Mr. Mastersaid were bitter curses. 
The first was a Brahmin schoolmaster, 
and had murdcred his brother i the 
second was in a decent rank in society, 
IIud had repeatedly attempted the lives 
of his wife and children. Melancholy 
or mere fatuity seemed the most gene
ral characters which the disease 8~ 
iumed. Mad persons may be sent 
hither by their friends, on payment of 
a small sum, or, if poor, by the "Da
roga" of each "pergunnah" (the su
perintendent of a district), whose duty 
it is to apprehend and send to the dis-

trict asylum anr dangeroull or dibgust
ing object of this kind who may be at 
large .. 

The prison was very well arranged, 
with roomy wards, dry and airy apart
ments, and permission given once a day 
to all the prisoners to go out on a large 
plain, with a low outer wall, to dress 
their victuals. This indulgence, in
deed, joined to the lowness of even the 
main wall. makes it nl cessary to keep 
them all in irous, but that is, in this 
climate, a far less evil than a closer 
confinement, or the increased interrup
tion of the fresh air. The prisoners 
complained loudly that their allowances 
were not sufficient. :Mr. Master told 
me that the 1'resent dearth of rice 
made them, indeed, far IC5s than they 
usl.'d to be, but that the original scale 
was too high, and more than a man 
could earn by labour. Some Burmans 
were here, and the only persons not 
handcuffed (except the debtors). Thl.')' 
had been taken.in the Company's tern
tory, not in arms, but ffilIlble to give 
any good account of themselves, and 
therefore supposed to be spies. They 
seemed, however, poor simple peasants, 
and Mr. Master said he had recom
mended government to discharge them, 
since, in truth, there had always been 
a little smuggling trade on the Mumli
poor frontier for salt and ivory, aud 
these men, he verily believed, had no 
further or more sinister views. They 
were middl~sized, well-made men, in 
complexion aDd countenance half-way 
between the Indian and Chinese, and 
a good deal tattooed. The debtors 
were numerous and very miserable {lb
j("'Cts. So long as they continue here, 
their creditors Rre bound to make them 
the same allo"l'ance as government 
makes to the criminals, but a Hindoo 
creditor, though murml'rlng grie,ously 
atthis expense, is generally (Mr. 11abter 
said, and Dr. Carey had said the fame 
thing before) intensely crnel, and pre
fers the gratification of re-,enge, ev{ n 
to that of avarice. Several of the 
debtors here wl.'re very old men, and 
some had been kept many ~ ears iu 
prisoD. 

Another e"'emug I went ill a beauti
ful boat of Mr. Mitford's to the " Pa'-;!l 
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Pwll," or Mad BIid/?c, a ruin four 
miles below Dacca. It 18 a very beauti
ful specimen of the richest Tudor 
Gothic. but): know not whether it is 
strictly to be eaJ.l~d an Asiatic building, 
for the boatmen said the tradition is, 
that it was built by a Frenchman. 
There is a very fine and accurate cn
graving of it in Sir Charles D'Oyley's 
" Ruins of Dacca." . 

I had two visits during the week 
from the Armenian Archbishop of 
Ecmiazin (near what they call Mount 
Ararat), who, attended by one of the 
.;tUfragans of the patriarch of Jerusalem, 
is making a visitation of all the differ

.ent churches of their comm1'lllion in 
Persia and India. The Archbishop 
bas every appearance of a mild, re
o;pectable, intelligent man: be of J eru
salem seems shrewd. I was anxious 
t.1 be civil to them both, but they only 
spoke Turkish and their own tongue. 
Fortunately one of their Dacca con
gregation could officiate as interpreter, 
and then we got on well by the help of 
my Russian acquaintance and recollec
tions. They were both well acquainted 
with Georgia j and Abraham, of Jeru
salem, had been at Mosdok, Nakitclle
van, Kalomna, and Mosco. I was &ble 
to do them some trifling services, and 
we parted with mutual good wishes. 

,Ju1!l20.-1 went to pay my farewell 
visit to the Nawab, who had been really 
more than civil. Almost every tlay 
during the last week, he had sent bas
kets of fruit, dressed dishes and pastry, 
wme (which is a common eastern com
IJlimeut) for my own dinner, others 
with a ~pccial recommendation for my 
sick frieud. All the return I could 
make, and it was one which I heartily 
pray God in his goodness mav make 
useful, was the present of m~ lIindoo
stlnee prayer-book, which bemg splen
didly bound, and containing much 
which a Mn,'>sulman 'Would not diblike. 
I cast, "like bread on the waters," 
though I fear on a stormy sea, and one 
turbid with gross indulgences and pre
judices. Poor old man! J should re
joicil to leam that he had sometimes 
looked into its pagf's. This he ,"olun
umly pl'omisl..'Il to do in his last "isit, 
~d. as We were aloue, we had a good 

deal of talk about politics and other 
things, iu the course of which he desir"<l 
I would sometimes write to hiln He 
then Balti, •• I am not going to oiler you 
a valuable present, but only trif\~s 
which are bere common, but which in 
Euro,re 'Would be curiosities. 'l'llis 
mushn I do hope you will oller in my 
name to your lady, and instead of your 
present stick, now that you are lau:e' 
(I had not quite recovered the effects 
of the sun on my legs), that you .... m 
walk ·'With my cane." Of the formpl' 
I am no judge ~ the latter is very pretty, 
of a solid piece of i,"ory, beautifully 
carved. It is too fine for me to walk 
with, tut I shalI-ilways value it. I 
was received and dismissed on this, as 
on the former occasion, with presented 
arms. 

I went from the pabce to the house 
of Meer Israf Ali, the chief 1\1 ussulman 
gentleman in this dJstrict. He is Eaid 
by Mr. Master to have been both ex. 
traw.gant and unfortunate, and there
fore to be now a. good deal encumbered. 
But his landed property still amounts 
to above three hundred thousand begahs, 
and his family is one of the best (as a 
private family) in India. He was 
himself absent at one of his other 
houses. But his two eldest sons had 
been very civil, and' had expressed a 
bope that I would return their visit. 
Besides which, I was not sorry to see 
the inside of this sort of building. 
Meer Israf Ali's house is built round a 
court-yard, and looks very much like a 
dismantled convent, occupied by a corps 
of Uhlans. There are abundance of 
fine horses, crowds of shabby-looking 
servants in showy but neglected liveries, 
and on the whole a ~ingular mixture 
of finery and carelessness. The two 
young men, and a relation, as they Eaid 
he was, who seemed to act as their 
l,reeeptor and as their father's man of 
business, received me with sOlDe sur
prise, and were in truth manellously 
airty, and unfit to see company. They 
were. however, appal'l'ntly flattered and 
J.leased, and showed ilierr good manner! 
m offering no apologies, but leadill~ 
me tip a very mean staircase into their 
mual sitting-ro()m~. which were 11:,,11 
Oetter in themselves, atld far l,et!c' 

a: 
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fllrnished than I expected fl'OJD. the ap- I which dP.ceived nobody. .. Yes," said 
llCarance of things below. After the the y!lunger, "but our ancestors used 
few fulBt compliments; I had recourse to have silver sticks, and we have got 
to AI)dullah's interpretation, and they them m the house at this day." I said 
talked very naturally and rather volubly if they could prove that, I thought that 
about the fine sport their father would government would be favourable to 
show me the next time I came into the their request, but advised them to con
country, he having noble covers for sult Mr. Master, who was their father's 
tigers, leopards, and even wild de- intimate friend. We then parted. after 
phants. At last out came It wish for their bringing pawn and rose-water in 
silver sticks 1 Their father, they said. a very antique and elegantly-carved 
was not in the habit of asking favours bottle. which might really have be
from government, but it was a shame longed to those days when their ances
that the Baboos of Calcutta. should ob- tors smote the idolaters. Mr. Master 
taiu badges of nobility, while real afterwards said, that if the Meer him
Seyuds, descendants of the prophet, self had been at home, I never should 
whose ancestors had never knoWh what have been plagued with such topics i 
trade was, but had won with their that he was a thorough gentleman, aM 
swords from the idolaters, the lands a proud one, who wished fbI' the silver 
for which they now paid taxes to the sticks, but would never have asked the 
Company, should be overlooked. I interest of a stranger. The young 
could promise them no help here, and men called afterwards to see me to my 
reminded them that an old famil;y boat, and brought me some toys for 
was always respected whether it had my children, and a travellin~ cap 
&ilver sticks or no, and that an upstart often worn by :rtlussuImans in this al&
..... as only laughed at for decoratiollS trict. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

DACCA TO I'URREEDPOOR. 

Inundation-Gun-boat attlU'ked-Mu.sll'lfnan Fakir-Furreedpoor--Syatem of' Robbery
Domestic Habits ot Hindoo_Extract from Calendar. 

HA.VING preserved th~ hasty reCOl-} sant spot, near a large village, named 
lections of the pll.st week, I return to Nawab Gunge. I should have epjoyed 
my journey. mv little walk,., if my recollectiolls 

11eing anxious to prevent Miss Stowe, woul11 have allowed me. 
who I feared had, on hearing of her July 23.-We oommenced our jour
poor brother's illness, set out from Cal-' ney this morning with unusual alert
eutia to Join him, from coming to ness, but ere long it was interrupted. 
Dacca, I dId not take the direct northern A sudden turn of the river exposed us, 
course by the great jeels, but sailed about twelve at noon, to so stron~ a 
eastward across the Delaserry river contrary wind, thlt after a few trIals 
and a wide tract of flooded country, the men declared they could not pro
which offered a strange and dreary ceed, and begged leave to get their 
spectacle, from the mannl'r in which dinner, in the hope that the breeze 
the wretched villages were huddled might moderate. I was not sorry for this 
tol?ether on little mounds of earth, ~ust delay, as I hoped to receive information 
ratsed above the level of the inundatIOn, from Dacca which might set me at 
while all the rest was covered with liberty to go directly northward, but 
five or six feet of water. I thought of letters arrived which, to my IITeat sor
Gray's picture of the Egyptian Delta, row, established the fact that Miss Stowe 
whose peasants was on her way to Dacca, and made it 

advisable for me to push on to meet her 
!IS fast as r>ssible. I put, ~erefore, 
mta ImmedIate force the magIc of my 
own silver sticks, and the potent talis
man of brass which adorned the girdle 
of the Chuprassee whom Mr. Master 
bad. ordered to accompany me to Hajy
gunge, and sent to the Jemautdar* of 
the nearest village a requisition for 
twenty men to drag my boats, with the 
information, at the same time, that the 
service would not be, as I fear it oftcp 
is in this country, gratuItous. No 
sooner, however, were the messengers 
seen approaching, than half the village, 
fearing that it was some government 
duty which was required, ran away to 
hide themselves, and it was not till th~ 

.. On their trail boats to neighbouring cltie. 
glide, 

Which rllM) and glitter o'er the ambient 
tide." 

nut these villages do anything but 
glitter. At length-we passed them all, 
and entered what might be called a sea 
of reeds. It wa.~ ill fRct, a vast jeel or 
marsh, whose tall rushes rise above the 
surface of the water, having depth 
enough for a very large 'Vessel. We 
sailed briskly on, rustling like a grey
hound in a field of corn: while in one 
place where the reeds were thickest, 
and I tri('d the depth with an oar, there 
was, I should guess, at least ten feet 
water, besides whatever else iliere 
might be of quagmire. 

After this we entered a nullah, with 
rice only partially flooded, and a sue- • This appellation. I. varions1y given to a 

. ·f ood d' . 1 house_rvant, til .. chIef man of a vlll"~e, and 
c('sslon 0 W S an VIllages, til at SIX to, an offieer In the army of. rank cor ... 
we haltl'd for ilie night, in a very plea- spondmg to a lleutenant.~En . .' 
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Jemautdar had gone rQund to explain 
matters to some of their wives, that any 
tolerable workmen ma4e their appear
ance •• At last the prescribed number 
arrived, and we began moving with 
tolerable rapidity, and continued ad
,ancing prohperously till nine o'clock 
at night, when the twenty men were 
extremely well satisfied with two 
rupees among them! and willingly 
promised to attend next morning; so 
cheap is labour in this part of India. 
An event has occurred on the Mata
bunga. since we traversed it, which 
shows the low state of morality among 
the peasants of In(Ua, and how soon 
and how surely a sudden temptation 
will trdIlSfonu the most peaceablt! into 
banditti. A large boat attached to the 
gun-boats which arrived the other day 
at Dacca from Calcutta, loaded with 
ammunition, got aground pretty near 
the same place where we had the bank 
cut through. The «ountry people were 
callcd in to assist in getting her o~ 
very likelylrom the same village whose 
inhabitants we found so diligent and 
serviceable. The ammunition, how
ever, was packed in cases resembling 
those in which treasure is usually con
veyed in this country, and in conse
quence, as is supposed, oftbis mistake, 
th<l boat, being by the accident sepa
rated from the fleet, was attacked the 
following night by (as is said) near 
three hundred p20plr, armed with 
spears, bamboos, hoes, and whatever 
else a tumultuary insurrection usually 
resorts to. They were repulsed by the 
Sepoys with difficulty, and not till 
several bad been shot. The affair made 
11 great noise in Dacca, nothing of the 
kind having been heard of for many 
~I.'ars in that neighbourhood. A com
mis&ion had gone to the spot to inquire 
into the case, and one ot the small 
Ileighbouring Zemindars was said to 
be in custody. Natives, 1\1r. Master 
said, are often pillaged, and travel 
always in more or less danger. But 
decoits seldom venture on an European 
boat, and still more rarely on a vessel 
in the Company's service, and guarded 
by soldiers. 

In the course ot' our halt this day a 
smgular and painfully interesting cha-

racter presented himself in the person 
of a l\Iussulman Fakir, a very elegantly 
formed and handsome young 'man, of 
goqd mauners, IUld speaking good. Hin
doostanoo, but with insanity strong1y 
marked in his eye and forehead. He 
was very nearly naked, had a white 
hanUkerchieftied as an ornament roullll 
his left arm, a bright yellow rag hang
ing loosely over the oilier, a little cor. 
nelian ornament set in silver round his 
netk, a large chaplet of black beads; 
and a little wooden cup in his hand. 
He asked my leave to sit down on the 
bank to watch what we were doing, 
and said it gave his'heart pleasure to 
see Englishmen j that he was a great 
traveller, had been in Bombay, Cabul, 
&c., and wanted to see all the world. 
wherein he was bound to wander as 
long as it lasted. I offered him alms, 
but he refused, saying he never took 
mon!'y-that he had had his meal that 
day, and wanted nothing. He sat talk
ing wildly with the servants a little 
long!'r, when I again told Abdullah to 
ask him if I could do anything for him; 
he jumped up, laughed, said" No pice !" 
then made a low obeisance, and ran off, 
singing "La Illah ul Allah 1 " IIis 
manner and appearance nearly an
Iwered to the idea of the Arab Mej
noun, when he ran wild for Leila. 

Ju19 24.-1 met yesterday evening 
with a severe disappointment. 1 had 
left Dacca cheered with the hope that 
my wife, who had expressed great 
anxiety to accompany me in the event 
of Stowe's illness terminating fatally, 
would be able to join me with our chil
dren at Boglipoor; but 1 rt'ceived a 
letter from her, forwarded by Mr. Mas
ter, which made me see that this would 
be impossihle. This news, added to 
the uncomfortable state of my mind 
and feelings, kept me awake great part 
of the night, and I arose ill and unre
freshed. 

The labOurers were after their time, 
and the wind being moderate, we set 
off without themf They overtook us, 
however, in two boats, in about three 
miles, and were of' very material use 
in helping us 011 to the jtUlctioll of this 
stream with the great Ganges. Just 
before we arrived at this point I saw 
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two pinnaces in the offing. In the i opp06ite bank as S')on 11$ possible. We 
hope that one might prove to be Miss \arrived there in consequence about six 
Stowe's, I immediately brought to, and ',o'clock, at least eight miles to the S. (,f 
llent off a letter to prepare her for the the point we wished for i and.in the 
sad tidings of her brother's death i but neighbourhood of a little village over
the boats belonged to another party. hung with palms, we made fast to a 

We now prO('.eeded again with the gt-een meadow. Ourpeople had learnt 
tow-line: the wind was strongly against caution by the recent events on the 
us, the stream in which we were l'1ln- Matabunga, and Abdullah came to re
ning almost full south, but the addi- q,uest tbat I would give orders for two 
tional coolies did wonder& for us. In- sentries for the night. 
eluding the crew, there were no less Jul!/25.-1 sl~pt well, and have sel
than twenty-eight men at the rope of dom awakened with more reason for 
my pinnace, and eight to each of the gratitude. My health, which had been 
other boats. About halt past one we tbr some time a good deal derangedy 

reached the place where our f>tream re- appeared renovated, and I felt myself 
joined the Ganges, which lay before us ready to adopt .~ny line of conduct 
with its vast expanse of water. whicI1 circumstances might claim from 

The woods near lIajygunge and Fu)'. me. 
reedpoor lay like a long dark outline We were obliged to trackonr boat, 
011 the horizon, at the distance of about the wind having f.tUen, and it was ~ll 
twelve miles, six miles being, I should o'clock before we reached the Hajy
guess, pretty nearly the width of the gunge nullah. Before we had advanc( d 
river. I here dismissed the country far, a boat came Up 'With a letter from 
people, but found that though the wind Mr. Warner, tlle magistrate of these 
was full south, it was still not over and. districts, and to my inexpressible de
above favourable,since, though it would light, one from my wife, which Mr. 
carry us up the river, it would eflee- Master had forwarded. Her account 
tua1ly prevent our making Furreed- of herself was comfortable, but I was 
poor. While Mohammed (the serang) again forcibly con'Vinced that it would 
and Abdullah were consulting as to be impossible for her to join me al. 
what was ber.t to be done,l saw a small Boglipoor. My main anxiety therefore 
pinnace creeping slowly towards u.s was, that she should not f,'et about a 
amid the long reeds, whlch we hailed; separation which was unavoidable, and 
when it WIIS ascertained who we were, that she should be convinced that I am 
a young officer jumped into the dingy likely to do extremely. well, and travel 
and paddled np towards us. whom I very safely; and that, though now 
soon recognized to be my old shipmate alone, I should have companions the 
Gresley, who, with his companion, greatest part of the way. 
Lit-at. P., dined with me. There were Mr. Warner soon after called on me, 
few medical applications. which C~l\ld and I ac('~mpanied him to his home, 
have done me so much good as Il. rno- where I found a ve!l well-furnished 
tive for an extra gloss of wine, and the library. At present hIS home was full 
lively conversation of two young men, of ladies, fugitives from L'hittagong; 
for one of w hom I bad a sincere rcg-al d. but except his own family and inmates, 
We parted soon after flmr, and I had a he had no society, no Europeans, not 
very good soil over the river, and even a medical man being within very 
might, I soon found, have had a better, many miles. In the evening we walked 
had not Mohammed, from his exceed- in the garden, and Mr. Warner pointed 
ing terror of being ,can-led out of his out one tree on which two pelicans 
know lwge, or of king com~lIed to ne\-er failed to roost, and another which 
pass a night at sea, instead of fairly had alt eagle's nest. Eagles are, he 
sailing straight for the river ou which said, very common on all these rht'l"s, 
the "ilIa~es staud, bh(Jured hard. bv and pelicans by no means rare; and he 
keepi~J1; !lis ~.Ollt 8S near the wind Us exprl'Ssed some surprise at ]l.'arniD~ 
her conEtrllction allowed, to make the how few of either I had seen during ill" 
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. I 
progress. A beautiful and fragrant r. one or two men, twenty 01' t1!irty othe:'s 
purple flower was shown me as the/' being pOSbibly presen~ (as in a villa~e 
jalap-plant. Mr. WaftJ.er then took or mark£t), but taking no part in the 
me a (lleasant drive in the carriage,; quarrel. In the same way jf a house 
and I had some very intereEting coll{- or a boat is robbed, the complainant 
"ersation WitJl him; all our return ~o generally exaggerates the number of 
the house I read prayers Ilnd a sermo1l, decoitb to any multitude which he rna?' 
and then went to my boat. Ou the think,likely to excite the magistrate s 
whole, between the books I found, the attention and pity, Nevertheless there 
things 1 !law, and the people I met with, WIlS, he said, a great deal of gang rob
I passed a pleasant, aud I trust not an bery, very nearly resembIin~ the ri
unprofitable Suu<\l1y. band-menoflreland, butunmlXed "itll 

Mr. Wamer t'lld me, that even now any political feeling, in all thebe pl'o
I was, in his judglucnt, a fortIlilht tou vinces. It is but too frequent for frolll 
late to succeed in gettillg up to Cawn- five to ten peasants to meet to~ther as 
poor, but that to Bt!uares I might do soon as it is dark. to attack some neigh
very well. hour's honse, nnu not only plunder. \;ut 

Among Mr. Warner's books I f'bunu torture him, his wife, and children, 
in a volume of the "Edinburgh Annual with horrible cruelty, to make him db. 
Register," a dialogue flom an ancient cover his money. These ro\;bers in 
Arabic MS. in the Bodleian, translated the day-time follow peaceable profes
six vears ago by Dr. Nicol, containing sions, amI. some of them are thriving 
a df~pute between a Christian monk men, while the whole firm is often under 
and certain learned 1I11lssulmans, at the the protection of a Zemindar, who 
cnurt of one of the Seljuckian sultan!>, shares the booty, and does ht~ best f{) 

which I thought so clever, and so evi- bring olf any of the gang who may fall 
deutly authentic, that it greatly de- into the hands of justice, by suboruing 
l.ip:hted me, and I borrowed it for Ab. witnesses to prove an alibi, briLilll!' the 
ilullllh, as more likely tI1ll1l most things inferior agents of the police, or intilDi. 
which I have seen to do him good, and dating the witnesses for the pro~ecu
confirm his faith in Christ. The ori. tiou. In this way many penons nre 
ginal Arabic ought by all means to be sru:pected of these practices, who yet gt1 
published, if it is not already, and sept on many years in tolerably good estct-m 
out for circulation in the East by the with their neighbours, and complet(·ly 
.. ocipties iuterested in such good works. beyond the reach of a government w bich 
1 here dismissed the police-boat and requires proof in order to punish. Mr. 
chupras~ee with which Mr. Master had Warner thinks the evil has increased 
fUl'nishetl me. It is pleasing to see since the number of spirit shops has 
how popular Mr. Master is; he is spread.o rapidly. At present thew 
spoken of here in just the same way as places bring in a very cODsiderable reo 
he is at Dacca. veDue to government, and are frequented 

Mr. Waruer I find had not heard a hy multitudes both of the Hindoo and 
word of the alleged attack on the Com- Mussulman population. They are ge
pany's boats on tht'se waters. Such a nerally, however, resorted to at night, 
thing might, he said, have occurred in and thus the drunkenness, the fierce 
the Ki~hna!!:l1r district without his hear- and hateful pasbions which they en
ing of it, but he conceived it must hw\-e grnder, lead naturally to those re~llits 
beer, greatly exaggerated. lIe said that which nigbt favours, at the same time 
the Indians can never tell a story witb- that they furnish convenient places of 
out excessh'e falsification one way or meeting for all men who may be band(·d 
the otller. He had frt'quE'ntly had cases for an illicit purpose. r asktu what 
of assault hrought before him, in~'hich the Brahmins said to this. lIe un
the plaintiff at first stated that he had swered tbat the Dmhmins themselves 
heen attacked and nearly killed I,,, were many of them drunkards, and 
ahove a hundred men, when it tuml'~l fome of thE'IIl decoits, and that he 
w.t tlir.t he had received a b(;atiIl~ fl'(,lIl i tlJou:,ht "hat illnUClJce they n:tamcu 
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was less for good or moral restraint, 
than evil. Yet he said that they had a 
good deal of influence still, while this 
had been quite lost by the :Mussulman 
Imams and Moulahs. He spoke, how
ever, favourably of the general cha
racter of the people, who are, he said, 
gentle, cheerful, and industrious, these 
great crimes being, though nnbappily 
more common than in Europe, yet cer
tainly not universal. He had learned, 
from different circumstances, more of 
the internal economy of the humbler 
Hindoo families than many Europeans 
do, and had formed a favourable opi
nion of their domestic habits and hap
piness. As there is among the cottagers 
no seclusion of women, bom sexes si; 
together round their evening iamps m 
very cheerful conversation, and employ 
themselves either in weaving, spinning, 
cookery, or in pla~lng at a kind of do
minos. He says It is untrue that the 
women in these parts, at least, are i~
norant of sewing, spinning, or embrOI
dery, inasmuch as, while the trade.of 
Dacca tlourished., the sprigs, &c., which 
we see on its muslins, were very often 
the work of female hands. This is a. 
strange and blended tissue of hUllIan 
life and hUllIan character! which it is 
most painful to hear o~ since one can
not contemplate the evening enjoyments 

. of a happy and virtuous family, such 
as is described, without anticipating the 
possibility of their cottage belDg lnade, 
during the nigot, a scene of bloodshed, 
torture, and massacre. Yet, alas! can 
we forget that, in all these resnectll. 
India is too like J reland ! 

Ju1!J 26.-Still I had no news ot 
1\1iss Stowe, and I was compelled to 
rl'maiu at Furreedpoor. I am sadly 
",,-,ary of waiting; and the worst is, I 
am told that there will be very little 
more south wind this year; if so, my 
progress willlle slow indeed. I got a 
very pleasant walk this morning, with
out feeling tired, and breakfasted and 
dined with the Warners. The interval 
between breakfast and dinner I spent 
in the study, partly in writing letters, 
and partly in looking over a curious 
docnment whkh he allowed me to see, 
behlg his Gaol Calendar, as to be re
tilm .. d to thf: Circuit Judge. His 

.. Cutcherry," or Court of Justice, the 
ga~l, and a small unoccupied bunga
low, are the only buildings, besides his 
own house,;.n the station. The"\iuts of 
the natives are in no compact village, . 
but scattered thinly up and down a 
~arge and fertile extent of orchard
garden and paddy-ground. To return, 
however, to the Calendar. 

So far as th\l present quarter, it stands 
thus:-

Case 1, Affray, and assault on a Single per
lon, by fourteen ctlminals. 

2, One mlUl char~ed with the murder ot 
hi. fellow·workman m the field •• 

3, One man charged with forgery. 
4, Five with hou!lE'.brnkin".. • 
II. Two'chargE'd ~i111 house-breaking. 
6, l'ive charged with affray and riot, de

.trnvi~ properly. &c. [This Is cOllnecll',1 
witli the 8ucceedmg ease of forgery, bemg RJI 
attempt. under eolour of a forge.l instrument 
IIrst. and aileJ"\\ards by violence, to oIJt"in 
posse.slOn ot an indigo''II ork.-8ee Cases J.& 
and 19.} 

7, Four fot houae-b.eaking and attempt ta 
murder. 

8, Three t()r honse-brealdng. 
9, Fi'(e for chIld stealing. [In this e •• e 

one of the accused parties. in whose house th" 
little !lirl 'NBS found, dedared in his o ... n .in,.. 
tificatlon, that desiring to obtain a wife tor 
llis Ion (a lIOY), be had given some rupee. to 
a neighbour (one of the robbers) to buy one: 
that the said neighbour brought Dim the little 
girl. saying she was his niece, and tnat Ill' • 
rt'Ceived her as 81",h. But there .... as lit! Ie 
douht that tbis was untrue. and that the de
sign at tIle "hole gang waa to seH the chIld 
to some person at a distance.] 

10, Two Cor murder by pOIson,administered 
In hrandy. 

11, Five Corfalseimpr!sonment and murder. 
[A man .... as seen b()und and dragged alollg by 
the live prisoners, 'II as taken to tile house of 
one of them. and there conlinI'd t .... o or three 
uay., ano neaten, as it Is said, to death. Thev 
plead tltat tIle man w~ mad, 1Ul.i hi. death 
occasioned by his distemper. It appelllS, 
bO'llever, that tllere 'IIa. previous malIce, 8n(1 
that they "ere not bound t() take care of 111m, 
I( he had been mad.] 

12, Seven for house-breaking. with torture. 
13. Three for homicide. in executing an 

arrest. 
14. Seven for an afl'J'lIY and riot at another 

indigO-factory, arising nut o~ the same dispute 
"nh the one formerly mer.tlOned. 

l:i, Four for piracy and attempt to murder. 
16, One for murder, by striking wit.h a 

bamboo. 
17, Nine f<lf an attack on adwelling.house, 

plundering, beating, and false imprisGnment. 
18, One for fal.e imprisonment, .... ault. 

and compelling the plamtiff to Slgn a r"lse 
depOSItIon. 

19, Seven fnr forgpry and subornation of 
for~ery .-see Cases band 14. 
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20, Silt for robhing a boat. 
2~, Two for assault with intent to kill: 
2'4, Five fvr piracy and a.tt'~lnpt to kill. 

In aU·ninety-one prisoners for trial. 
not includin~ a very curious case, now 
l1nder investIgation, in which a wealthy 
Brahmin is accused of having procured 
his enemy to be seized and carried be
fore the, altar of Kali in 4is' private 
house, and having there cut bff his 
head, after the manner in which Ilhffp 
and hogs are sacrificed to their deities. 
This offers, certainly, no favourable 
view of the morals of the country, con
sidering that the district of Furreed
poor is not larger than the ordinary 
run of Welsh counties. Two ciMCum
stances worth notice are, the gangs in 
which most crimt'-s are committed, and 
the nature of the defence usually set 
up, which I observed was, in nine cases 
out of ten, an alibi, being the easiest of 
nll others to obtain ~y the aid of false 
Witnesses. Perjury is dreadfully com
mon, and very little thought of. 

In the evening I again drove out 
with Mr. Warner. A large lake is at 
a small distance from the house, which 
holds water aU summer. The nativt.s 
say it was part of the original bed of 
the Ganges which used to cover all 
Furreedpoor, till a Raja requiring a 

p-oRionmr his daughter, implored Va
runa to give him one. The god sent Il. 
tortoise which swam out, making a 
large circuit in the bed of the river, 
and immediately within that space dry 
laud appeared. I read prayers to Mr. 
Warner's family circle, and returned to 
my pinnace. Furreedpoor used to be a 
favourite station of banditti, and so dan
gerous, that till n local magistrate with 
a strong police was settled here, no 
valuable boat ever risked the passage. 
This part of its former history may 
possibly have made the manners of its 
present inhabitants more unruly, and 
acc()unt in some degree for the heavi
ness ofthe calendar. 

Ju~'I 27.-This day passed ns the 
preceding. I heard nothing of Miss 

Stowe, and the disadvantage of any 
further delay to my voyage seemed 80 
serious, that I determined, unless some 
news reached me in the course of this 
day or night, to go on. 

July 28.-No tidings arriving. an'} 
having done e'\'ery thing I could think 
of to ensure the gradual impartment ot 
the sad news of her brother's death to 
poor Miss Stowe, and provided as f.lJ' 
as I ('.(luld for the comfort and safe:y of 
her dismal homeward journey, about 
noon, when I was hurrying the serang 
to make sail, I received a letter from 
my poor wife, with an account of the 
severe illness of both our babies, and of 
the merciful deliverance which our bl'
loved little Emily had received from 
God. This letter grievously agitated 
me, so much so that I think for some 
time I hardly felt or understood what 
had happened. My first impression 
was to hurry home to Calcutta. But 
on reading 'the letter over again. I 
knew I could implicitly trust my wife 
when she told me that the daDfTer was 
over; that if she had apprehended the 
probability of a relapse, she would not 
have concealed it from me; that I was 
engaged at this time in a solemn pl'l1-
fessional duty, to desert which without 
the strongest grounds, would be a cri~ 
minal distrust of God, ami neglect of 
his service; that my presence would 
not help my· poor child, and that in 
case of the worst which I might hear 
at Bogwangola, I might at all eyeuts 
then return to comfort my wife under 
her affiiction. On the whole I deter
mined to go on, though,' when 1 had 
made that< determination, aud wa~ 
actually on the broad stream of 
the Ganges, it seemed as if I first be
came sensible of the bitterness whieh 
I had escaped, and which might still 
threaten me. I did not, however, re
pent of the resolution which I h::ld 
taken, and I hoped I act".'d right, and 
not unfeelingly to my dear \\-ife, in 
thu~ preferring n puLlic to a private 
duty. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

l'URREEDPOOR TO BOGLIl'OOR. 

IllintlBtoggu--Crocodile-Ape-Silk Manufactory-Dasket for catching Fish-Bor-angola
Strength of Current-Bejfging lJen'ises-Aot-hlll_RajmaMl HIlt.-Gour-Rajmahlil
Sultan Sujah'S ~_l'uharree_('.ave.-Go ... in_Boglipoor_Sehoo1a-Religion of 
Puharrees. 

WE had a noble breeze, and went <m 
rapidly, all sail spread, when all at 
once, to my great surpnse, the serang 
brought up the pinnace so suddenly, 
that he almost laid her on her beam. 
ends, and the water flowed in at her 
lee cabin windows; a very little more 
wind, and she would have turned quite 
over. On running out to learn the 
l'eason of this manreuvre, I found Mo
hammed pale, AbUullah scolding, and 
the crew endeavouring, with more haste 
than good speed, to get in the top and 
top-gallant sails. It appE'ared that the 
steersman had seeu a shoal right ahead, 
and so close under the bows, that even 
the I1lpid bringing-up of the boat's head 
was barely sufficient to avoid it. The 
fact is, however, that such mud-banks all 
are usually met with here would have 
been less dangerous with our flat bot· 
tom, than the expedient which they put 
in practice. However, I ordered two 
men forward with long bamboos, to 
sound wlj(~rever there appeared suspi. 
cion in future; and exhorted them, 
when they found occasion to bring up 
so suddenly again, always to let the 
sails go at the same time. 

The river is here, I should think, 
from four to five ruiles wide. We ad. 
vanced np it 'with our fine breeze at a 
great rate, till nearly seven, when we 
hrougllt to in a swampy and inconve
nient spot, immediately opposite Jailler. 
gunge, being very nearly the same 
place where, with poor Stowe, I had 
crossed the river a month before. It 
now swarmed with fishing-boats, but 
offered vessels of no other description. 

Manl nuIlahs b;anch out of the main 
stream in every direction. I found to
day that these people do not apply the 
name of Gunga at all to this stream, 
but call it " Pudda." My ignorance of 
this fact used to perplex me exceed· 
in~lr, both in askil1g qllestions and ra
celvmg answers. They know no Gunga 
but the Hooghly j and the Burra Gunga 
(Great Ganges), by which I tried to 
E:xplain myself, was always mistaken 
by Mohammed for the .. Boori-gonga," 
a comparatively insignificant stream 
near Dacca. 

I forgot to mention in their proper 
places the things which I saw while at 
l<'urreedpoor. One was a specimen of 
the native fox, running near Mr. War
ner's house, and so little afraid that one 
might almost have laid hold of him. He 
was a beautiful little animal, not much 
larger than a hare, of a more silky fur 
and squirrel-like tail than the English 
reynard, and is rather Berviceable than 
otherwise, inasmuch as though he some
times catches small birds, his chief food 
is of field-mice and white ants. An .. 
other circumstance was, that my boat 
was vi~ted by a blind beggar (a young 
countryman), with his wife, a fiue 
young woman, her features not-very 
delicate, but her person remarkably 
well made, and the tallest female whom 
I have seen in India. I gave them 
alms, and when she thrust out her band 
to rer.eive them, she displayed massive 
silver bracelets, worth. I should think, 
at least twenty-five or thirty shillings. 
Yet these were beggars; and to judge 
from their scanty and wretched doth-
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ing in all other respects, I doubt not 
objects of pity. :ant for this poor wo
man to sf'll her bracelCts was a thing 
which ~robably DPver would occur to 
her as possible, except twder urgent 
and hopeless hunger. She had also 
rings on her anklt's, which, indeed, 
drew my attention to her sex, for her 
height made me at first suppose her to 
be a young man, and her dress, which 
was a coarse sackcloth mantle, might 
have belonged either to male or female. 
Her manner was extremely modest; 
she" never let go her husband's hand, 
and was evidently annoyed by the sort 
of notice she attracted from the boat
Dlen and my servants. The old J>lind 
man led by a little boy, whom we saw 
011 the Chundna, made his appearance 
also at Furreedpoor, a proof of his 
wandering habits. The existence of 
these beggars, as it implies that they 
obtain some reliet Illay seem to excul
pate the mass of llindoos from the 
charge 'of general inhumanity and 
selfishness, so often brought against 
them. At the same time, in a country 
where there is no legal provision for 
distress, it is almost needless to observe, 
that ill cases ofblindness, leprosy, lame
ness, and helpless old age, to give to'" 
beggars as we have the means, is an 
obligation of justice as well as charity. 

Ju1:l 29.-0ur course tlle early part 
of to-day was chiefly along the north
east bank, and in part through a succes
sion of" aits," beds of reeds, and over
flowed ground cultivated with rice. 
The weather pleasant, and not very 
different from an English summer day. 
Indeed, I have as yet seen nothing to 
make me lose the opinion that the rains 
ia India are by no means an unplea
sant season. Several circumstances re
minded me painfully of poor Stowe. 
At about half-past nine we passed 'What 
he aud I had, in our previous pilssage, 
taken for a clump of tall trees, but 
'which, now that I saw it nearer, ap
peared to be a single but yery maje&tic 
banyan. Ilool,ed in vain for the islet 
where we passed our evening (his last 
evening of health and high spirits), and 
where he waded after the wild ducks 
into the marsh, which so unhappily nf
leeted him. The increasing flood haJ 

now covered it; but I recognised the 
village where we passed our first night 
in what we called, ill merriment, " In. , 
dia beyond fbe Ganges," where we saw 
the dwarf, and the "lodge in the gar. 
den of cucumbers j" while, standin!!" out 
a little, to avail ourselves of the whiJ in 
the next reach, we grounded on a part 
of the same line of marshy islets which 
we had traversed on foot a few "et'ks 
before. I could not help feeling that 
now I had nobody to compare my im .. 
pressions with-none whose attention 
I might call to singular or impl'essive 
objects-that I was, wdeed, a lonely 
wanderer I Such thoughts are" how
ever, useless, and perhaps they are 
hardly innocent; with a great object 
before me, with Providence for my 
guide, and with the power of a constant 
correspondence with a beloved wife, I 
have no right to regard myself as soli
tary or fOThaken. 13ut having nobody 
to talk to will probably swell the size 
of my journal. 

The country improved very much in 
the course of the morning, and the num
ber of fishing-boats was really extra. 
ordinary; most of them had their sans 
spread between two bamboos, one 011 
each gunwale, as common in the South 
Seas; and the groupes, both of boats 
and fishermen, skimming past the bean
tifully wooded bank, afforded subjects 
for painting sllch as I should have de
lighted, bad I possessed. the necessary 
talent, to transfet to paper. 

About half-past one, and when we 
were not far from the stream which 
diverges from the Pudda, between Pul. 
na and P..adanuggur, Mohammed, ill 
~x.cessive carelessness or ignorance, 
e.ontrived to lose his way,o], going 
directly north, round a latge Island ill 
the middle of the river, and confioe
quently in a channel leading back again 
towards Jaffiergunge. We soon found 
that we bad the stream with instead of 
against us, and asking some fishermen, 
learned the mistake. We had: scarcely, 
I think, gone a mile wrong, when we 
attempted to return; but having both 
wiud and stream ag:linst us, and wry 
bad towing ground, it took up the ~ 1101e 
aftenlOon, tIll past six, to get ont eJf the 
scrape Og'J.ill, and to moor in th,. mmn 
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litream, by rome marshy gr(\nnd, ro 
completely drenched. with Walp.r, that 
my bearers were unable to find a place 
to drl:ss their victuals. This foss of 
half a day's fine wind was excessively 
proroking. The delay, however, ga\"e 
time for the servants' boats to join us, 
which must else have been completely 
distanced. We passed, this evening, 
the first crocodile I have seen. It was 
swimming leisurely, pretty close to our 
boat, but I could distinguish little but 
what looked like a heavy log of wood, 
drifting down the stream. The people, 
however, called out "Coomer! Coo
mer! ,. and my servants, being Calcutta 
people, seemed interested and curious 
to see it. Abdullah said it was rather 
a large one, but that I should see enough 
to tire me by the time we got tQ Raj-
mahll. . 

After all, our progress during this 
half day was not inconsiderable; and I 
began to entertain better hopes of a 
timely arrival in the upper provinces 
than I had for rome days ventured to 
cherish. 

Jill;! 30.-We still suft'ered this 
mormng from Mohammed's ignorance, 
which had completely embayed us in 
the curve of the northern shore, so that 
to get round the pohlt between us and 
the Pulna reach oecupied nearly half a 
day's grievous labour, up to their breasts 
in water, to the poor boatmen. About 
balf-past five we nrrived at the mouth 
of the Comercolly; the wind had now 
in a considerable dt'gree died away; it 
was still, however, enough to carry our 
boats in a full west course by my com
}la.os, across the opening of the Comer
c<)lJy (which is about as wide at this 
I>l'ason as the Thames atVauxhall),and 
some small distance along the right 
bank of the main river, where we 
brought to on the margin of a fine dry 
pasture of florin grass, one of the airiest 
and best statious which we have had 
during the voyage. At a short distance 
was a collection of very poor huts, with 
a herd of cattle round them. I walked 
to them, and found a complete dairy,or 
rather, perhaps, grazier's establi~hment, 
for they had not many mikh cows. 
They were the herds of the village, 
mUted under the ~mmoll care of two 

or three men "gaowale" (cow-men), 
who kept them in these and similar 
pastures, this being a cclebrated grazing 
country. The calves and youi;g stock 
were penned up in two circular encl09 
sures of bamboo and thorns, and the 
cows and oxen lay quietly ruminating 
on the outside. I saw no dogs, nor did 
the herdsmen (for there were no females 
among them) seem to have an~ weapons 
or means of defence against wild beasts, 
a sufficient proof that they are not 
numerous here. The men, however, 
seemed to be prepared for, and aceus. 
tomed to watching in the open air, hav 
ing a greater wrap of turban ronnd the 
heaq, and neck, lPld longer and warmer 
mantles than are usual in Bengal. They 
are a caste by themselves, tall robust 
men, many with long beards, and all 
wilder-looking than the majority of 
their conntrymen. ~ was reminded of 
Crim Tartary, bit missed the long 
spears, the huge dogs, the high-mettled 
horses, and covered carts of those noble 
shepherds. These men were very civil, 
and regretted they had no milk for me, 
as they only took a very little from each 
cow once a day, the remainder going to 
the calf. One old man, however, 
brought up some milk which he was 
boiling for his own supper~ and will. 
iligly sold half of it for a couple of pice, 
my own goats now supplying me with 
little. The evening was very fine. and, 
though the night was too dusky for me 
to walk far, I strolled backwards and 
forwards, enjoying the delightful eJas.. 
ticity of the dry turf, the fresh breezes 
of the river, and the fragrant breath of 
the cows, till near ten o'clock. A great 
many small boats still continued to glide 
along the stream, as if engaged in 
nightly fishing, and the dash of their 
paddles, and the blowing of the por
poises, were almost the ouly 60UDds 
which broke the general stillness. Al~ 
together it was an evening to enjoy and 
to be thankful for, and a scene which I 
left with regret. 

July sl.-Abont half an hour after 
we set out, and while we were elose to 
the shore, we passed by a number of 
extremely small and mean huts, patched 
up in a temporary way with boughs 
and rushes. I asked Mohammed what 
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-------------------------------~-----------~-they vere, and be answered "they 
were people from the upper Aillgdom." 
Abdullah said they werea sort of gyp
seys, ~() lived by fishing. Some of 
them came out of their booths as we 
passed, a race that no man can mistake, 
meet them where he may, though they 
are, M might be expected from their 
latitude and their ex;posure to the cli
mate, far blacker here than in England, 
or even than the usual race of Ben
galees are. They are the same tall, 
fine-limbed, bony, slender people, with 
the same large, blaek, brilliant eyes, 
lowering forehead, and long hair curled 
at the extremities, which we meet on 3. 
Common in England. I saw onl10ne 
woman, and her figure was marked by 
the same characters. In height she 
would have made two of the usual fe
males of this eountry, and she stepped 
out with the stride and firmness of a 
Meg Merrilies. Oft,he gypsey cast of 
her features I could not however judge, 
since, though half naked, she threw a 
ragged and dirty veil over her face as 
S0011 as she saw us. This trait belongs 
to the upper provinces. In nengal a 
woman of her rauk would not have 
thought concealment necessary. There 
were 110 boats immediately near them, 
but a little further we overtook several 
filled with the same sort of people. The 
river was here much narrower than it 
had been for the last day or two, being, 
as I suspect, divided by islands. Many 
birds of the crane and stork Epecies 
were feeding, and there were two at 
some distance which I thought were 
pelicans. But if they were, they were 
smaller than those of Russia, and had 
more brown on their wings. We passed 
several stacks of millet, just gathered 
and piled up, with a small stage and 
shed erected in the middle for a watch
house. This is the seasou, I was in
formed, for reaping millet; they thresh 
it out with oxen and a small roller. I 
also observed some maize, of which I 
have frequently seen the ears at table, 
plain boiled, and eaten with. salt and 
butter; like ntichokes. The rice along 
the banks was growing very tall, green, 
and beautiful; this is the first crop, 
and to be cut next month as 60011 as the 
water has {'eached it. the rice is reck. 

on .. d most valuable and wholesome 
which remains the longest dry, 

At a neighbouring village I 8:)'W an 
ape in a state of liberty, but us tame as 
pOl,sible, the favourite, perMIJs the 
deity, certaiuly the sacred animal, of 
the villagers. Be was sitting ill a lIttle 
bush as we stopped (to allow the Ber
vants' boats to come up), and on smdl:' 
ing dinner, t suppose, for my meal was 
getting ready, waddled gravely down 
to the water's edge. lIe was about the 
size of a large spaniel, enormously fat, 
covered with long silky hair generally 
of a rusty lead colour, but on his hreaht 
a fine shot blue, and about his buttocks 
and thighs gradually waving into a 
deep orange j be had no tail, or oue so 
short that the hair concealed it; lie well t 
on all fours only. I gave him some 
toast, and my sirdar-bearer (a Hindoo) 
sent him a leaf full of rice. I suspect 
be was often in the habit of recdving 
doles at this spot, which is the usual 
place for standing across a deep bay of 
the river, and I certainly have never 
yet seen 3 buman Fakir in so good 
case. To ascend a tree must be to a 
hennit of his size a. work of consider
abl" trouble, but I suppose he docs so 
at night for security, otherwise he would 
be a IUlIgnificent booty for the jackalis. 

We now stood across the bay, pru;sed 
through another nullah, alld then again 
stood over a wide extent of marsh, of 
which the long rushes still appeared 
above the water. Porpoises continued 
to rise, which, considering the distance 
from the Ilea, is wha.t I should not have 
expected. 

'l'he extent of water here really sur
prised me: we stood north-we~t by 
north, and to the west and east I could 
not, from my cabin windows, see any 
land. We ancbored on a sandy islet 
partly covered with reeds, partly with 
tlle I'emains of a crop of indigo, which 
a herd of cattle were eating down. 

Augllst 1. - Our wind unhapp;]y 
failed us in a part of the river >I here 
we might have derived the mOht e;<en
tial service from it, and the greater 
part of the day we were towed. I f~el 
much regret at IlCcasioning these poor 
men to labour on a Sunday j but even 
it' I 10l>t a day, that day woulJ Dot Le-
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spent by them in any devotional exer
cises, and to lose one in my present 
journey, and at this time of the ~ear, 
might hazard all my hope of that Jour
ney tending to God's servic!e. Soon 
after we set out this morning we found 
the river divided by a large isL'Uld, 
and ascended the northern branch, the 
southern leading towards Jellinghey. 
About one o'clock we emerged into the 
broad stream, lind continued our pro.
gress as far as within two miles of Sur
dab. The country 1>n this side is very 
populous, well cultivated, and as beau
tiful as verdure, shade, water, and the 
splendid variety of Indian shrubs and 
trees can make it. 

At Surdah is one of the Company's 
silk maniil'dctories, and the river on 
which it stands is also the usual route 
from Dacca. to the upper provinces. 
We stood directly up the Ganges in a 
north-west direction, f!tvoured by a 
littl<! breeze. The crew on leaving the 
shore set up as usual, though I believe 
I never before mentioned it, their cry 
of "Allah ul Allah." I cannot help 
admiring in the Mussnlmans the man
llcr in which their religion apparently 
mixes itself with every action of their 
lives; and though it is but too trne 
that all this has a tendency to degene
rate into mere form or cant, or even 
profanation of holy things, for the con
Etallt use of G1ld's name in the manner 
in which some of them use it, scarcely 
diftl,rs from swearing, it might be well 
if Ch{istians learned from them to keep 
their faith and hope more continUlllly 
in tlwir minds, and more frequently on 
their lips, than the greater number of 
them do. Above all, it seems to be an 
error, particularly in a. heathen coun
trv, to act as if we w~re ashamed of our 
religion, to watch the sen-ants out of 
the room before we kneel down to our 
prayers, or to dissemble in secu.lar mat
ters the hope IUld trust which we reall, 
feel iu Providence. By the way, it 18 
only during this journey that I have 
had occasion to observe how strictly 
the Mussulmans conform to the maxim 
of St. James, to say, "if the Lord will, 
we shall live and do this or that." All 
the. Mohammedans" hom I hav/! heard 
IillCak of thdr own purposes, or any 

future contingencies, have qualified it 
with .. Insh Allah," 

Abdullah a~ked me iftheGunga was 
one of the rivers of Paradise? a I told 
him it was a diffi('ult question. but that 
the four rivers of Irak were generally 
supposed to be those meant by Moses. 
I Instanced the Frat and Dikkel, bue 
had forgotten the modern names of the 
other two. lIe seemed sorry the Ganges 
had no chance, but expressed some satis
faction that he himself had seen them 
all when with Sir Gore Ouseley. While 
passing Surdah, I could easily distin .. 
guish a large brick building, with 8 
long range of tiled warehouses attached, 
whiclt I was told was a. silk manufac
tory. Had it been another day I should 
have regretted passin~it unvisited. The 
Italian method of curmg and managing 
silk is practised herel having beeu in
troduced about fifty years ago by work
men brought f{Om.. Italy at the Com
~y's expense. r know not whether 
it is now kept up with any spirit. On 
arriving at the west bank 'we went on 
prosperously enough, till at last, near a 
ruined indigo-factory, and by that time 
of evening when the wind usually 
failed us, we found the stream so strong 
as to require all hands to pull against 
it, and the serang,said he could do no 
more than get to some trees a little fur
ther, under which he thought he saw a 
vessel. What he took for the sail. 
however, turned out, when we arrived, 
to be the wall of a ruined house, of 
which the greater part had been swept 
away by the river, and we found a 
most inhospitable beach, a fierce cur
rent, and nothillg but desolation. Some 
country-people came to us, and said we 
were in one of the worst places of the 
whole river, that a large village and 
indigo-work had been washed away 
here last year, that ropes were often 
broken, and vessels sometimes lost, and 
that no boat of IIny size ever came 
hither that could help it. This was 
very provoking; but nothing was nQw 
practicable, as it appeared, except to 
make our vessels as fast to shore as we 
could; though after we had done so 
about an hour, and when it was too 
dark to move agai1l. a fisherman whe 
came up said there W.l8 n very tolerablE 



112 mSHOP HEBER'S [CRAP. IX. 

place for bringing to a few hundred 
yards farther on. Our distance from 
Bogwaugola was sev6tl coss (fonl'k'en 
miles).: The line of coast differs 
greatly from Rennell; but the changes 
which the river is making on this 
shore are obviously such as to account 
for very considerable discrepancies. 
The latter part o~ our sail this day 
afiorded a very striking sea view. As 
the course of the river is from nortfi
west to south-east, the sun literally set 
into it without any appearance of land 
Dn the horizon in that quarter. I was 
very strongly reminded of a sun-set at 
the mouth of the Mersey, The Ganges 
is 110t really so wide; but the g~lleral 
flatness of its shores makes the distance 
appear greater, and the large pulwars 
with sails, gliding in every direction, at 
a certain distance reminded me of the 
Manks jagger-boats. I tried to fiud a 
place for walking, but did not succeed. 
The whole country «-as intersected with 
ditches and little nullahs, and the even.. 
ing was shutting in too fast to attempt 
discoveries. No rain had fallen for 
some days, but the weather was not 
Ullpleasant, though now the night 
closed in with divers prognostics both 
of rain and wind. A nQrth-wester in 
\lur actual situation would have gone 
near to wreck us. The night, how
ever, thank God, passed oft' in great 
stillness. 

August 2.-We had little or no wind, 
and were compelled to continue our 
toilsome and tedious course for about 
four miles further. The channel into 
which we here entered was full of ves
sels carrying cotton down from the 
upper provinces. Their freight up
wards consists of European goods, salt
fish, salt, and coco-nuts. I have missed 
the coco-nut tree for some days, and I 
am told they are not found to the north 
of J eUinghey and Moorshedabad. Great 
herds of cattle are seen on the shore; 
and the groupes of some of them, cool
ing themselves in the water, inter
mingled with fishing-boats and pul
wars, and with tht! meadows bordered 
by low cQttages and bamboos in the 
back-ground, would have furnished 
Cuyp with more beautiful sdbjeets, in 
bis peculiar stlie, than any which he 

could find in his own country. Since 
we left the lIooyhly, we had bidden 
adieu to those ust EgJptian brick
kilns which are so common on it/< 
shores. I had scarcely seen an) thing 
of the kind either on the Matabunl:,"a, 
the Pudda, or the river of Dacca. 
Here they are beginning to re-appear. 
Our course continues nearly west, 
though a little inclined to the south. 
I saw here a succession of baskets 
opening out of one another, like traps, 
or rather on the principle of the eel-net 
in England, for catching fish, which. 
once entered, cannot conveniently turn 
round, and therefore go on to a cham
ber contrived at the end, the entrance 
to which is guarded with sharp reeds 
pointing inwards, like a mouse-trap. 
The same invention is practised in 
Russia, and probably in many other 
countries, though in England I hav(J 
only seen it applied to eels. 

About nine o'clock, while passing a. 
large collection of boats, the wind sud
denly began tit blow briskly from the: 
north-east, and I had an example 01 
how soon and suddenly mischief may 
be done among the weak and clumsy 
boas of the country. Our pinnace 
broke from the hold of the men who 
were towing her, and came against the 
broadside of a large pulwar lauen with 
corn, with so much violence that I 
thought she had staved iu her quarter, 
breaking with a great crash the bam
boo supporters of her platform, the mat 
and wicker walls of her cahin, her oars, 
spars, and everything else that came in 
the way. She was no sooner maue 
clear of this vessel, which was done by 
the united strength of both crews, and 
with loud cries of" UJIah," and" Ali! 
Ali 1" than she drifted bodily on our 
cook-boat, which, had she reached, she 
would probably have sunk. The crew, 
however, seeing their danger, pushed 
themselves with much readiness and 
dexterity up between a pulwar which 
we had just passed and the bank, 
breaking, infleed, all their own oars, 
but avoiding a greater risk. Happily 
no mischief was done but such as a few 
hours would repair; but had the boats 
been wt'ak, and the wind stronger, 
both l'ulwar and cook-boat would pro· 
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bably have gone to the bottom. The 
pinnace held. the place of the brazen 
pot in the fable, aud. was more likely 
to be the breaker than the broken. 
She, however, had one of her venetians 
carried away, but luckily it was picked 
up again. 

We arrived at Bo~~la between 
four and five, andSiOPiiidthere for the 
night. I found. the place very interest
ing, and even beautiful: a thorough 
I-lindoo ~"'l'" without either Euro
peans or u!>Sulmans, and a great part 
of the houbes mere sheds or booths, for 
the accommodation of the " gomastas" 
(agents, or supercargoes), who Come 
here to the great corn fairs, which are 
held, I believe, annually. They are 
bcattered very prettily over a large 
green common, fenced off from the 
river by a high grassy mound, which 
forms an excellent dry walk, bordered 
with mangoe-trees, bamboos, and the 
date-palm, as well as some fine banyans. 
The common was covered with children 
and cattle. a considerable nwnber of 
boats were on the beach, differE'nt 
musical instruments were strumming, 
thumping, squeeling, and rattling frow 
some of the open &beds, and the whole 
place exhibited a cheerfulness, and, 
though it was not the time of' the fair, 
nn activity and bustle which were ex
tremely interesting and pleasing. The 
houses were most of them very small, 
but neat, with thei? walls of mats, 
v;hich when new always look well. 
One, in particular, which was of a 
more solid. construction than the rest, 
1lnd built round a little court, had a 
slip of garden surrounding its exterior, 
filled with flowering shrubs, and en-· 
dosed by a very neat bamboo railing. 
Others were open all round, and here 
two parties of the fakir musicians, 
whose strains I had heard, were play
ing, while in a house near one of them 
were sorrie females, whose gaudy dress 
and forward manner seemed pretty 
clearly to mark their profession as the 
nach girls of the place. After leaving 
the shore, I followed a very pretty 
glade through what was ahnost a jun
gle, or rather a woody pasture, though 
houses were still seen scattered at some 
distance. I found bere, to my sur-

VOL. I. 

prise, two armed men, the onl' with a 
short rusty spear, :Ile other with a 
IOll~ antique eastern-shaped gun. On 
askmg who they were, and whaf'they 
were doing, they answered that they 
were "burkandazes" (inferior police
officers), and had come into the wood 
for the sake of sporting. They were 
civil, and showed me a dry and pretty, 
though circuitous, road back to the 
pinnace again. This led me between 
some closes carefully fenced with bam
boo, and p1anted with dwarf mulberry
trees, about aa high and as thickly set 
aa gooseberry-bushes in England, for 
the use of silltworms. The whole walk 
waa exveme1y beautiful, and more like 
the view of a " fiatookah " in Tongata
boo, in Cook's third 'oyage, than any
thing else by which I can illustrate it. 

It thou" ert by my side, my love I 
now f •• t would evening f,lil 

In green Bengala'. palmy grove, 
Listening the nigbti!gaJe I 

If thou, my love I wert by my aide, 
My babies at my knee, 

How gaily would our piDnace glide 
O'er Gunga's mimic sea I 

I miss thee at the dawning grey, 
When, on our deck rpch .. 'd, 

In careless ease my limbs I lay, 
And woo the coOler wind_ 

I miss thee" ben by Gunlfll's strelHll 
My tWIlight 8t~ps I gUI<le, 

But most beneath the lamp s pale b~nnl 
1 mi .. thee from my side. 

I spread my books, my penrll try, 
The Imgerlnlf noon to cheer, 

llut miss thy kmd approvin!l eye, 
Thy m~ek attentive ear. 

But ,,-hen of morn and eve the star 
lleholds me on my knee, 

I feel, though thou art dIstant far, 
Thy praye .. ascend for me. 

TI'en on I thpn on I where duty leads, 
M v course be onward stili, 

O'er broad Hindo,tAn's sultry mead, 
O'er bleak Almorah'f hill. 

That eoune, nor Delhi'. kingly gatea 
Nor wild Malwah detain, 

For sweet the bh88 us both awaits 
By yonder western main. 

Thy towers, Bombay, gleam bright, they 
say, 

Aero •• the dark blue 8I'a, 
But ne'er were hearts so 1I1{ht and gay 

AI thea shall meet in thee t 

Bogwangola has been several times, 
within these feW yf-arB, removed to 
difterent situations in consequence 01 

I 
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the havoc malle by the Gan~es. It 
has, tht:refhre. no ancient buildlDg, and 
I.either pagoda nor m-asque of any kind 
that f could discover. Indeed, it bas 
the appearance rather of an encamp
mEnt than a town, but is not on that 
account the less pretty. 

Augllst 3.·-With little or no wind 
we proceeded by fl)wing to one of the 
channels which lead by Sooty, from 
the main Ganges, into the Moorshe
dabad river. Here it was declared 
impossible to proceed without a breeze, 
the stream running like a race in a 
narrow channel between the mainland 
and some marshy islands, the other 
channel, which might have an.swered 
our purpose, having been blOCKed up 
by an indigo-planter, and the country 
being so much flooded further on as to 
make towing impracticable. Whilst I 
was at dinner, however, the wind arose, 
and we made sail, but certainly, not 
even in the I100ghly below Diamond 
Harbour, did I ever see such a torrent. 
All our sails were set, and the masts 
bending before the wind, the men went 
a-head, up to their breasts in water, tv 
help by towing, yet all scarcely helped 
us on two hundred yards. This sort 
of work. coutinued for nearly three 
hours, when the wind began to slacken, 
and we were forced to try another 
cMnnel, and got on in the first in
stance without difficulty, passing be
tween rice-fields, and close to a mode
rate-sized IIindoo village, where I saw 
some of the finest draught oxen which 
I have seen in this country, and by 
their bulk and sleekness doing honour 
to their proprietor's humanity and good 
sense, as well as showing how good 
and serviceable a breed may be raised 
ia this country with a little cost and 
care. The farm or cottage to which 
they apparently belonged was a.mere 
hut of bamboos and thatch, but very 
clean; llnd its sheds and granary, 
which enclosed as usual a small court, 
larger and cleaner externally than is 
usually seen near Calcutta, which 
neighbourhood certa.iWy loses ground 
in my Opinioll the more I see of the 
rest of Bengal. After crossing thil! 
formidable current, close to the mouth 
of the strait which we had before 

vainly endeavoured to stem, with great 
difficulty, we came to a m4erable 
drowned country, without habitations, 
a great deal of it jungle, and the rice 
with which the rest was cultivated 
looking starved and yellow with its 
over supply of water. If -the river 
rose at all higber, the crop, I was t{)ld. 
would be good for npthing, and that it 
was now almost jpoiled. It was a dif. 
ferent kind of nee from that grown 
near Dacca, and required to be reaped 
tolerably dry. The water rice is of an 
inferior quality. Along this wretched 
coast it would be almost impossible for 
the men to tow, and therefore, having 
a good breeze, I determined to run on 
till we should get to sound land o/!ain. 
By the light ofa fine moon we held on 
our course till nearl)' nine o'clock, 
when, hearing the Clgalas chirp on 
shore, which I knew was no bad sign, 
I told the serang he might "lugao." 
He did so with great joy, and we found 
fine dry fields of cotton and silk~mul
berries, with a grassy bank to the 
river's edge, and a broad sandy path 
Jeading to a village at a little distance. 
" Now then, Mohammed," I said with 
some triumph, as I had had great dlffi· 
culty in making him go on so far, 
"and all you dandees, is not a night's 
sail better than a day's tracking?" 
"Yes, my Lord," was the answer of 
one of the men, " but toil is better than 
peril, and the eye of the day than the 
blindness of the night." It was plain 
that they were all afraid of getting 
aground. not knowing tUs part of the 
river; but in so fine a niglit, and with 
due care, I could not think the danger 
At all probable. 

I walked to the village with Ahoul
lah to get fome milk, and to see the 
place. The soil was light. but appa
rently good, and we pal,sed throll;:b 
crops of cotton, millet, and barley. WE 
found a large herd of draught hufb· 
loes, tethered two and t,\\,ll, but fL(

milk-giving animal of any kind. The 
herdsman referrt'd us to a ('ottlge, 
whence came out an old woman to ~ay 
that her cows wtre gone to another 
place at some distance j that the only 
people at all likely to supply us wtre 
the "gil'iftu," tac~men. or chief te-
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cants of the village, and a "buniyan," 
or trader, whose shop we should find 
a lit'Je fir.:thcr. We went along a lane 
till we came to a large and clean-look
ing hut, with a small shed adjoining, 
wbere, with a lamp over his head, and 
a smaU heap of cowries, some coplfits, 
elecampane, rice, ghee, and other gro
cery matters before him, sat the buni
yan of the place, a shrewd, sharp, 
angular old man in spectacles, being 
the first naked man I ever saw 60 de
corated. On Abdullah's stating our 
wants, he lau~hed, and said that neither 
he, nor, to his knowledge, the giriftu, 
had either cow or goat. "The land 
here," he said, "is never quite over
flowed i it is, therefore, too good for 
pasture, and we never let our cows 
look at it till after harvest." .. But," 
said Abdullah," the sahib will give a 
good price for it." "Whether you 
give or no," said the old man testily, 
" it does not matter, unless you choose 
to milk the cat!" Thus ended our 
search, fl'om which I learnt two things: 
how to account for the large herds of 
cattle which we saw in the sandy and 
less valuable district behind ns,-and 
that IIindoostanee here, and not Ben
galee, begins to be the common speech 
of the peasantry, since the old woman 
and this man both Ilpoke it, and con-
veflled i u it with each other. , 

The boats had, in the melllltime, ar
rived, so that milk was not wanted; 
but the eveniug was so fine that I con
tinued to walk up and down, till Ab
dullah besought me llot to take so 
much exerciscj Ils:ring it was that which 
1100 turl/cd m!l'w.lT SO gre!J Billce my ar
rit'al in India. 

AN EVE~ING WALK IN DENGAL. 
Our task i. done 1 On Gunp's breast 
'fb .. oun I. om king do • ..., to rest I 
And. moor'd I ... neath til .. tamatind bough. 
0", hark has (Oltnti at8 harhour now. 
\\ ith fllrlt,\! ""ii, .nd pamted .id .... 
lit-hold tile IIDy (nil""" nde. 
l1pon her Mck, 'mid charcoal gleams, 
Th" Mn.lem'. savoury supper stt'ams. 
Wh,lp all apart, beneath the wood, 
The HHldoo tooks his simpl"r food. 

Come, walk WIth me the jungle through; 
If vonder hunter told u. true, 
Far olf, In desert dan k and ruJe, 
The bger holds h,. solitude; 
Not (taught by l"erent harm to abun 
no. thunden orthe Englioh guu) 

A ~ul gnest, but r&!t'ly seen, 
Retums to ocare the village "r...,n. 
Come boldly on I no venom'd tin"ke 
Can shelter in 10 cool a brake. 
Child of the lun! he loves 1.0 lie 
'Mul"t Natore', embers, parch'd and dry, 
Where o'er some to"er in rum laId. 
The peepul .preads ita bllunted sha.le; 
Or round a tomb h,. lICal"" to .. reathe, 
}<',t warder in the gate of death I 
Come on I Yet pause! behold u. now 
Beneath the bamboo's arched bough, 
Where, gemmmg 0/\ that saerro gloom, 
Glo". the geranIum's scarlet bloom,· 
And "inds our path through many a bowel' 
Of fragrant tree and gIant tlower: 
The eeiba's crimson pomp dlsplay'd } 
O'er the broad plantain's humbler shade, 
And dusk anana's pnckly hlade; 
While o'er the brake. so wil.1 and fair, 
The betel waves h,s crest in air. 
With pendent train and. .... hing "inl(9, 
A 10/\ the gorgeous peacock .prmg. ; 
A nd he, the bird of hundred d ves, 
\\ ho ... plumes the dames of Ava priZ.,. 
So rich a shade, 80 green a sod, 
Our English fairies never trod ! 
Yet who In Indlsn bow'rs hu stood, 
But thought on England'. ",good green w<'Otl r
And bl .. ss'd. beneath the pahny shad .. , 
I1er hazel and her hawthorn glade, 
And breatb'd a pray .. , (how 0/\ in nit. I) 
To gue upon her oaks "'fUn? 
A truce to thou~ht: the JackaU's ery 
lIe.ounds like sylvan revelry; 
An<t through the trees yon failing ray 
Will scantly serve to gUIde our "ay. 
¥et mark I as fade the upper Bkie~, 
Each tlllck"t opes ten thousand eyes. 
}lefore, beside U8, and above, 
Tb~ fire-tly hllht. 1,,8 lamp of love, 
Retreating, chasing-. stokIng, soanng, 
The darklless ofthe copse exploring; 
WhIle to this eooler air conr .... t, 
Tl.e broad Uhatura bare. her brpast 
01 tragrant scent, and virgin" hite, 
A pearl around the looks of night I 

Along tbe breezy alleys come 
StilI as "e pass In Boftell'd bum, } 

The \l\lage 80ng, the horn, the drum, 
StIll &3 "e pass, from bllsh and briar, 
The shrill Clb'3,lllstrikes his lyre; 
And, .. hat 18 .he "bose hquld strain 
Thrills throngh yon copse of sug ......... ne ? 
1 know that soul·enttancmg ."elll 
It i_it must be-PhllQmell 
Enough, enough, the rustling trees 
Announce a dho\\~r upon the breeze,
The tI ... bes of the summer .ky 
Assnme a deeper, rudd,er d~e; 
Yon lamp that trembles on the .tr~Rm, 
From forth our cabm ahed. Its I'eam; 
And we must early sleep. to lind 
Betimes the mornlR)l·. healthy "ind. 
lIut oh I "ith thankful bearto eonfe .. 
Ev'n b~re II ... ", may be happm~ .. ; 
And He. the bounteous SHe, has given 
lbs peace on earth-bis hope of h~"8veD 

• A ohrub \\hosedeep scarlet 110"810 Vl!ly 
milch ... semHe the geralllum, and theru:. 
called the .ndll>D. gerauium.-k:D. 

12 
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I wrote this, endeavouring to fancy 
lliat I wu. not alone.. I believ~ only 
one .note 18 necessat'J'. The bIrd of 
.. hundred dyes" is the mucharunga, 
"many-coloured." I am not sure whe
ther I mentioned the fact before, but I 
lea.rned at D.lcca, that while we were 
at peace with the Burnlans, many 
traders used to go over all the eastern 
provinces of Bengal, buying up these 
beautiful birds for the Golden Zenna· 
nah; at Ummerapoora it was said that 
they sometimes were worth a gold mo
hul' each. 

August 4.-We made a tolerable 
progress the early part of the day, and 
about ten arrived at the ealtern or 
principal entrance of the Sooty, or 
l\Ioorshedabad river. As we passed, 
a boat with four dervises, sturdy beg. 
gars enough, came after us singing. I 
asked why they did not work, and was 
told by AodullaJ. that it was one of the 
miseries of the country that they were 
aU a caste of beggars, from father to 
son, trained to no labour, and, even if 
they desired it, not likely to be em
ployeu by anybody. I gave them, 
therefore, a pice a-piece, for which they 
were more grateful than I expected. 
This entrance, the Bhagirutty, is di· 
vided by marshy islands from the other, 
at the distance of about six miles. Af
ter WI> had loosed from the shore, a 
pretty heavy gale, with thunder and 
violent rain, came on. Had this oc
curred before we set out. nothing but 
a pistol at Mohammed's ear would have 
induced him to brave it; but as it was, 
it carried us at a rattling rate beyond 
1\ very rapid and difficult part of the 
stream. The banks are very ugly and 
miserable, showing nothing but reeds. 
I here saw, for the tirst time, a number 
of those high ant-hills. the work of the 
white ant, of which I had often heard. 
Many of them were five or si:{ feet 
high, and probably seven or eight feet 
in circumference at the base, partially 
overgrown with grass and IVY, and 
looking at a distance like the stumps of 
decayed trees. I think it is Ctesias, 
among the Greek writers. who gives 
an aceount, alluded to by Lucian in his 
" Cock," of monstrous ants in India, as 
large as foxes. The falsehood proba-

bly originated in the stupendous fd.brics 
which they rear here, and which cer
tainly might be supposed to be the 
work of a much larger animal than 
their real architect. The Pyramids, 
when the comparative bulk of the in~ 
sects which reared them is taken into 
the estimate, are as nothing to the 
works of the termites. The counter~ 
part of one of these hills, which I 
passed to-day, would be, if a nation 
should set to work to build UI' an arti
ficial Snowdon, and bore it full of ho[1;'$ 
and galleries. Our good breeze Car
ried us on till about half-past foUl' 
when I saw, with a degree of plcasurt: 
which I did not anticipate, bllt which 
arose no doubt from the length of time 
during which I had been accm,tomed 
to a perfectly flat surface, a range of 
blue elevations on my right hand. At 
first I watched them with dibtrost, 
fearing that they were clouds. They 
kept their ground, however, and I ran 
on deck to ask about them, and was 
told, as r expected, tllat they were the 
Rajma.hil.l hills. It is, I think, Jeanie 
Deans who complains that, after she 
lost sight of Ingleborough, in her way 
through Yorkshire, Nottinghamsllll't!, 
and Lincolnshire, "the ha.ill country 
seemed to be trenched and levelled." 
But what would she have said if she 
had traversed Bengal? At the place 
where we stopped for the night there 
were some fine trees, but the rest of 
the country, for a considerable space, 
was mere sand, on which the peasants 
were raising a few patches of cucum· 
bers and puIsI'!. One of these men, 
who was pursuing his work hy moon
light, told me that there had been a 
very large village on this ~pot, with its 
gardens, mangoe-orehards, meadows, 
&c.; but that the dreadful inundation 
of last year swept away everything, 
and covered the place with sand, a~ we 
now sa.w it. I walked up and down 
this scene of desolation for borne time, 
but found nothing to mark that any 
habitation had ever stood here. The 
sand lay smooth, yet wavy, as we see 
it on a coast exposed to heavy reas, and 
there were no marks of anything living. 
or having lived, except some scattered 
skulls and bones of animals, probably 
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brought from a distance by the terrible 
stream which had blotted out and hid
den the community of this plaee. Ab
dullah, who joined me after making 
some inquiries about our morrow's 
course, said that the plaee was very 
like the d,·sert'l. not of Persia, wlilch 
hre stollY. bat of the Arabian lrak and 
the country near Bussorah. lie ob
I>erved, naturally enough, that this was 
a sad plaee to look .upon, and this as 
naturally brought on.a conversation 
about God's judgments, Hilleh and the 
Dirz ul Nimrouz, or Babylon, and 
Nunya, or Nineveh. lIe had not seen 
the first, but had heard of itS " stinking 
wells, which burned lilte pitch when 
set on fire," and was much interested 
to learn that it was the Babylon men
tioned in Scripture. The second, as 
well as the tomb of the prophet" Yu
nus" in its neighbourhood, he had seen, 
aud described, I believe accurately, as 
a small village near Mousul, chiefly 
inhabited by Christians, but lIith no 
conspICUOUS remMus of antiquity, ex
Cl'pt what is called the tomb of Jonah. 
He was less fortunate, however, in his 
attempt to account for the inundations 
of Gunga, which he ascribed, so far as 
1 could understand him at all, to the 
combined influence of the north and 
south poles on the mountain Meru I I 
endeavoured to explain the matter a 
little better, but could not convince 
him that the Ganges did not rise im
mediately. under the north pole. This 
is orthodox Hindoo geograpby, and it 
is cnrious to find that the Mussulmans 
in India have so completely adopted it. 

Bt;ing now in the great road from 
Calcutta northwards, the number of 
large vessels OD the river is very much 
increased. The majt'stic stream of the 
Puddah offered few but fishing-boats, 
but here at every point of land we see 
a coppiee of masts, waiting like us for 
a wllld, and many minutes seldom pass 
without other vessels, with their masts 
down and all nlade snu/? drifting past 
us with the stream. Tbe night l\'as 
very still and close, the first really op
pressh-e one which I had felt since 
leaving Matabunga. 

Allgust 5.-We were track('<i this 
mornill~ alol_g "a land wl:ich the 

rivers had spoiled," and then came to 
a .. mohanna," or channel of the Moor
shedabad river, where we were detained 
several hours for want of wind; about 
ten we had a fine breeze, which car
ried us past this difficulty, ana another 
of the same. The rapidity of the stream 
in this part is ascribed to the freshes 
from the hills, which as we approach 
them appear taller and larger. They 
resemble, in some degree, in outline 
the Peckforton hills in Che;.hire, and I 
could almost have fauci,;d myself at 
one moment on the estpary of the Dee, 
with my back turned towards the 
Welsh mountains, and looking acro~s 
the plain of Chesre.r up to Beeston and 
the Stannaries. -The river is here 
again divided by a string of marshy 
islands. The country improved as we 
advanced, being prettily dotted with 
small woods, and cultivated chiefly 
with pulse, a crop w,gich showed that 
we were leaving Bengal for Hindostan. 
It still, however, continued as flat as 
possible, as if all had been a bay of thl:! 
sea, of which these hills which we 
were approaehing were the termina
tion; and this at some remote period, 
I conceive, must have been the case. 
Our advance up this part of the river 
craves, I find. a greater wariness in 
one respect than at any period of our 
former progress, owing to the number 
of clumsy and ill-managed pulwars 
through which we have continually to 
jostle our way. We have been run 
foul of three or four times in the 
course of this moming, and, though 
we have received no harm, have, I ap
prehend, done some, though not of any 
l>erious character. We pasS€d a manu
factory of small rope on the shore, 
carried on,- as might be expected, in 
the simplest manner, but the fabric 
appeared remarkably good. Our pro
grt;ss durin~ the latter part of the day 
was uncomfortable and- tedious enough, 
and we were forced to stop just as we 
had rounded the island, and opened on 
a broad bay, on the otht;r side of which 
was Rajmahll.l. It was too wet to 
walk, and altogether the h!!lt was very 
u-'lcomfortable. I could not help feel;
ing some regret that I was to pass so 
near the ruins of Gour whhout ,biting 
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them, though by all aecounts they are 
mere shapeJess mou!].ds. covered with 
jun~e, and haunted, i!.~ usual, by snakes 
and wild beasts. Yet the great anti
quity ot the place, which is said to be 
mentioned in the oldest Hindoo poetry, 
its size, which seems almost to have 
rivalled Babylon or Nineveh, and the 
circumstances which led to its abandon
ment, are all striking. 
.. It was not in the battIe. 110 tempellt gave 

the shock;" 
the same mighty river whose active 
powers or destruction we witnessed 
yesterday, by a different process turned 
GOUI' into a wilderness. The main 
advantage of its situation was, .that the 
Gan~cs rolled under its walls; two 
IlUno.l·cd years ago the Ganges de
serted its old bed for that which it at 
present occupies, six or seven miles 
south of the former, and Gour began 
to decay. The g~veruors of Bahar and 
Bengal deserted 1t for other residences, 
and 
.. Now pointed at lly wisdom and by wealth, 

:Stands, in the wildemeu oC woe, Masar I" 

It is impossible to pass it without re
collecting that what Gour is, Calcutta 
may any day become, unless the river 
in its fl'esh channel should assume a 
more fatal direction, and sweep in its 
new track our churches, markets, and 
palaces (by the way of the Loll Diggy 
and the Baligb!t), to that salt-water 
lake which seems its natural estuary. 
The length of the ruins of Gour. as 
marked on Rennell's map, is eighteen 
miles, and their breadth six. 

August 6.-After passing for some 
time through a channel between a 
newly-fonned island and the south
wCbtcru shore, we emerged on the broad 
riYer again, and found ourselves close 
upon the town of RajmahU, apparently 
not much of a Plate, 6ut very prettily 
situatl."ld, though still on the same per
fect ICTel, the hills, to my surprise, 
heing yet at a considerable distance. I 
had always understood, and the maps 
had confirmed the idea, that the town 
was at their foot; and I cou1<1 now 
easily believe that I Md underrater} 
their size, when I saw what an interval 
still separated me from them, observing 
how indistinct the objects on them stid 

appeared, and knowlDg bow much lip
parent distance is abridged by the b1"l1-
liant sun and clear skies of India. The 
banks of the river are, however, here Ii 
litde higher than I have seen lately, 
and Ii few boulder-stones and small 
masses of granite may be observed here 
and there, brought· probably by water 
from the hills. 

As soon as it was cool I walked to 
see the ruins of the ancient palace built 
by Sultan Sujah, brother to the Em~ 
ror Aurungzebe, in 1630. I ascended 
what, for Bengal, was really a st,e('p 
place, passing a little brook, in which 
I almost fancied I saw gravel, a plleno
menon which I had nor seen since I 
left England. The path wound among 
cottages, toddl palms, and other f.llit-
trees, as weI as some little ruiuous 
mosques, and a cutcherry, which struck 
me as simple and elegant. It was 
merely a thatched shed, like an Ota
heitan house, with an earthenware or· 
nament at each end of its ridge-pole; 
but it was supported on a basement ot 
stone (another novelty). with some 
broad, easy steps, and a small raised 
platform in its centre. Its situation, 
surrounded as it was by trees, reminu(;d 
me of the Crimea, ot" might have been 
stlch a place as Samuel or Saul sat to 
do judgment in in Ramah. From hence 
we ascended a little. further to a large 
court, surrounded by ruinous buildings, 
some of them not inelegant; but of all, 
the desolation was too recent - the 
beams and pillars of the verandahs 
remaining naked, but entire - to be 
beautiful or .,picturtsque ruins. It 
looked like a great house which had 
been lately burned.. I was a little at a 
]08S to find my way through the ruins 
and young jungle, when a man came 
up, and in Persian, with many low 
bows, offered his services. He led me 
into a sort of second court, a little 
lower on the hill, where I I'aw two 
European tombs, and then to thrce vcry 
beautiful arches ~f black slate on pil
lars of the same, leading into a small 
but singularly elcf'llnt hall, opening 
immediately on the river, though a 
considerable height aD3ve it, throngh 
three similar arches to tho~e 1,y which 
we entered. The !"Oof wa~ vaulted 
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with stone, delicately carved, and the 
walls divided by Gothic tracery into 
'panels, still retaining traces of gilding 
and Arabie inscriptions. At each end 
of this beautiful room was a Gothic 
arch, in like manner of slate, leading 
into two small square apartments, orna
mented in the sanle way, and also 
opening on the river. The centre 
room might be thirty feet long, each 
of the others fiftePIl square. For their 
.. ize I cannot conceive mOre delightful 
apartments. The view was very fine. 
The river, as if incensed at having been 
obliged. to make a circuit round the 
barrier of the hills, and impeded here 
again by the rocks under the castle, 
sweeps round this corner with exceed
ing violence, roaring and' foaming like 
a gigantic Dee. Tbe range of hills 
run to ilie left band, beautiful,· blue, 
and woody. and I quite repented the 
injustice I had done them in likening 
them to the Peckforton bills. They 
do not fall short of the avera~e of Welsh 
mounta.ius. On leaving this room we 
turned. to the right upon a short but 
striking terrace, carried on the same 
level, and terminating with a sort of 
bastion, which seems as if it had been 
the foundation of a kiosk, which by its 
projection afiords the most favourable 
view of the whole building and the fine 
range of hills beyond it. What I was 
shown after this would hardly bear 
looking at. It consisted of a dining
room, about thirty feet by twenty, lined 
with white marble, with many remains 
of gilding and inscriptions in tlle Cufic 
character; a small, but. pretty mosque, 
in a romantic situation, and a bandsome 
gateway, but none of them well worth 
going out of one's way for. I was, 
however. much pleased witll a ruined 
caravanserai to which I was next con
ducted, and which is a noble specimen 
of that st) Ie of building, witll two fine 
Gothic gates opposite to each otber, a 
,,'Teat court, as large at least as Peck
water Quadrangle, surrounded witll 
cloisters, and the whole in that state of 
verdant decay which is most agreeable 
tn an artist's eye. I was here going to 
offer my self-appointed cicerone some 
trifling pUylllt'nt, hut he stopped me by 
putting a petition into my hands. witll 

the humble request tl)at I would give 
or send it when I got to Boglipoor. to 
Mr. Chalmers, the senior judge, I 
said I was not acquainted wijh Mr. 
Chalmers, and that knowing notllin~ 
of him (the petitioner), I could not re
commend his case. 13ut he said tllat 
all he wished was, that his case mi~ht 
meet Mr. Chalmers's eye without gomg 
through the post-office here. As I knew 
not what reason he might have for tlle 
request, I told him I would eitller give 
or send bis paper to the judge, but 
could do no more. 

In my return to the river I met a 
large party from one out oftllree budge
rows. which arri,yed at the same time 
with my pinnace. They had been 
twenty-four days coming from Cal
cutta, had had a disastrous voyage, 
having seen their baggage-boat go down 
before their eyes, and their stock of 
European comforts being nearly ex
hausted, I was glrufto be able to supply 
them witll some trifles out of my store, 
as also to tend them mr peon to sllow 
them the way to the rums. We had a 
smart storm of wind and rain in the 
night, and when I looked out in the 
morning of August 7, I feared iliat Mo
hammed would be afraid to launch from 
the shore. He, however, ventured; 
but owing to tlle weight and size of the 
vessel, and in part to tlle tardiness ot 
the cla.shees in getting up tile sails, we 
were driven by the eddy anlong the 
rocks and the ruins which had fallen 
from the old palace into the river, and 
remained beating for five or six minutes 
before we were disengaged. I was 
disappointed to find tllat our approach 
to tlle hills was still to be delayed, the 
wind being unfavourable to advancing 
directly up the river. We were forced 
to proceed along a nullah winding 
through marshes. We bad in fact our 
backs to the hills, and should not have 
come near them again till near ilieir 
termination, had I not told tlle serang 
I wanted to see Sicligully, which by 
his own statement was just as near as 
the course he wished to pursue. We 
tllerefore turned short to our left hand, 
and camp. right down on Sicligully, 
enjoying a noble view of the hills, 
which in extent indeed, as in height 
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as well as beau-ty. far exceed 'rhat I 
had expected. They rIse from the flat 
surface of Bengal as oul of the sea. A 
large l;aterfdll is seen from a very con
siderable distance tumbling down the 
mountain in several successive cascades, 
that nearest the plain of very consider
able height. 

The people of these mountains, and 
of all the hilly country between this 
place and Burdwan, are a race distinct 
from those of the, plain in features, 
language, civilization, and religion. 
They have no castes, care nothing for 
the Hindoo deities, and are even said 
to have no idols. They are still morc 
naked than the Hindoo peasants, and 
live chiefly bJ. the chase, fOl' \thich 
they are proVlded with bows and ar
rows, few of them having fire-arms. 
TheiT villages are very small and, 
wretched, but they pay no taxes, and 
live under their own chiefs under Bri
tish protection. A Geadly feud e:xbted, 
till within the last forty years, between 
them and the cultivators of the neigh
bouring lowlands, they being untamed 
thieves and murderers, continually 
making fora:Y,8, and the Mohammedan 
zemindars killing them like mad dogs 
or tigers, whenever they got them 
witliill gun-shot. An excellent young 
man of the name of Cleveland, judge 
and magistrate of Boglipoor, undL'1;took 
to remedy this state of things. He 
rigorously forbade, and promptly pu
nished, all violence from the zemindars 
(who were often the aggressors) against 
the Puharrees (mountaineers); he got 
some of these last to enter his service, 
and took pains to attach them to him, 
and to learn their language. IIc made 
shooting - parties into the pountams, 
treating kindly all whom be could get 
to approach him, and established re
gular bazaars at the villages nearest to 
tbem, where he encouraged them to 
bring down for sale, game, mill('t, wax, 
hides, and honey, all which their hills 
produce in great abundance. lIe gave 
them wheat and barle:y tor seed, and 
encouraged their cultivation by the 
assurance that they should not be taxed, 
and that nobody but their own chiefs 
should be their zemindars. And, to 
pl/'ase them still further. and at the 

same time to kcep them ill efl'cctual 
order, and to brmg them more into 
contact with their civilize4 Leighbours, 
he raised a corps of sepoys from amollg 
them, which hc-stationed at Sic1igull), 
and which enabled him not only to 
protect the peaceable part of them, but 
to quell any disturbances which might 
arise, with a body of troops accustomed 
to mountain warfare. This good and 
wise man died in 1 i84, in the twenty
D,inth rear of his age. A monument 
was raISed to his memory ll('ar Bogli
poor, at the joint expense of the high
land chiefs and lowland zemindurs, 
which still remains in good repair, 
having been endowed by them with 
some • lands for its maintenance. A 
garrison of these mountaineers, which 
was then kept up at Sic1igully, has 
been since discoutinu.ld, the corps being 
considerably reduced in numbers, and 
partly quartered at Boglipoor, partly 
during the late call for men at Bel'
ham poor. Archdeacon Corrie's prin
cipal business at Boglipoor was to learn 
whether any encour:lgement exi~ted for 
forming a mission among these people. 
Their being free from the yoke of caste 
seems to make them less unlikely to 
receive the Gospel than the bigoted 
inhabitants of the ,Plains. 

Sicligully is a bttle town, or rather 
village, of straw huts, with the ruinous 
bungalow and ruinous barracks of Mr. 
Cleveland's corps, at the base of a high 
rocky eminence at an angle of the 
Ganges, and commanding a fine view 
of two ranges of hil1~, that which we 
had been approaching. and another 
which no"; rned on us. The ~hore 
is rocky, an dIe country rises gr..t
dually in a succession of hill and dale, 
to the mountaius distant about three or 
four miles. The rocky eminellce w 1ich 
I mentioned is quite insulated, and 
rather higher than the Red Castle Cliff 
at IIawkstone, which, from the fine 
timber growing on and round it, it a 
good deal resembles. I saw some ruills 
on the top, and concluded a fort had 
been there, but on inquiry I found that 
they were the remaills of the tomb of a 
l\Iu,sulman saint, one of the couquerors 
of Bengal, and as devout as he was va
liant. 
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I climbed np the hill by a pretty 
~od, though steep winding path, end
lUg in a flight of steps, in the hope of 
getting a noble prospect; but I found the 
jungle so thick all round the e(lge of 
the rock, that I could only have here 
and there a view of the blue summits 
of the hills, and nothing of which I 
could make a sketch. TM tomb itself, 
however, is well worth the trouble of 
climbing the hill; it stands on a plat
form of rock, surrounded by a battle
mented wall, with a gate very prettily or
namented, and rock benches all round 
to sit or pray on. The "chamber of 
the tomb" is square, with a dome roof, 
very neatly built, covered with excel
lent chunam, which, though three hun
dred years old, remains entire, and hav
ing within it a carved stone mound, 
like the hillocks in an English church-
7ard, where sleeps the SCOllTge of the 
Hlolawl's. The ancient honours of the 
lamp I,ept burning, &c., have long been 
discontinued, but I was told that it 
was the general opinion, both of Mus
sulmallS and Hindoos, that every Thurs
day night a tiger comes, couches close to 
the grave, and remains there till morn
ing. This is a vcry picturesque legend, 
and it is one which it was not dangerous 
to invent, since it would be difficult to 
persuade either Mussulman or Hindoo 
to watch all night in a tomb, to verity 
the fact of such a visitant. Either the 
tiger, however, or some pious Mussul
man keeps the tomb vel'y clean, for 
both chamber and platform I found 
well swept, and free from the dung of 
bats or any other animal, an attention 
which I have not seen paid to other 
ruins in this country. . 

As I went up the hill, and while still 
amid the houses of the village, one of 
the Puharrees was pointed out to me,-a 
middle-sized, well-made young man, 
very black, but easily distinguishable 
from the Hindoos by his long narrow 
eyes, broad ish fa('~, and flat nose. His 
hair hung very thick, wild, and long 
about his ears Rnd shoulders, but he 
was unarmed, and had nothing wild or 
fierce in his appearance. J asked him 
if he was a Puharrl'e, and he readily 
answered in the affirmative; so that 
lome of tlu~m at least understand Hin-

doostance. I have a good chance of 
seeing many more between this place 
and Boglipoor. 

After this I rambled for som::e tinle 
on the hill at the back of the town, 
which is all uncultivated, except in a 
few patches. It is rocky, and covered 
with a good turf, and., I know not why. 
except that I had been thinking of 
Bodryddan all morning, put me in 
mind of the crag at the back of Dy
serth' It is, however, not so steep nor, 
perhaps, so high as the last, and is much 
more ,woody, having many fine trees 
and a great many bushes, among which 
two jackalls passed us with as much 
fearle~s familiarity: as dogs would have 
done. The walk was a very pleasant 
one, and I was glad to find tliat I can 
scramble here as well, and I think with 
as little fatigue, as iu England. I had 
one warning, however, to walk more 
warily in thIs count!,J than in my own, 
which will not be thrown away upon 
me. 'Wishing to get by a near way to 
the river side, I' passed down through 
the jungle by a narrow gulley, which 
had, I apprehen~, been a water-course. 
I had not, however, gone far before a 
close and strangely noisome smell of 
confined air and decayed vegetables 
drove me up again, and almQst made 
me sic'll:. It did me no harm, but I 
shall k'eep away from all such dens in 
future. 

A number of alligators were swim
ming all evening round my boat, lift
ing from time to time their long black 
heads and black fore feet above the 
water. The expanse of the Ganges is 
at this season truly magnificent, and 
being confined on one side by rocks, it 
seems to spread itself so much the more 
proudly on the low grounds on the 
nOl'th-east bank. 

August 8.-1 was disappointed to find 
that the wind was too weak this morn
ing to contend with the rapids in the 
direct line of the river, and that we 
must again go away from these beau
tiful hills, and enter the nullah which 
we had traversed the evening before. 
Still, however, we had a fine though 
more distant view of the range, but I was 
vexed to miss the celebrated pass of 
Terriagully. About two o'clock W\' 
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retul"lled across a very large jeel to the 
main stream of the rher"at Peer Poin
tee, but the chain of -mountains was' 
now f£irly left behind us, and we were 
&0 longer in Bengal. 

Peer Poi ntee is at the foot of a detached 
hill, which I should have admired in 
Bengal, but I had just been looking at 
something better. I was glad to oL
serve, as we turn<.'Il its promontory, 
that there were yet some eminenct's 
heyond it, and that we were not enter
Ing another so complete .'plain as that 
enormous one which we had just tra
versed. Peer Pointee, Father or St. 
Pointee, was the name of a Mussulman 
saint, who lies buried here. His,.tomb, 
resembling that at Sicligully, though 
less picturesquely situateu, stands on a 
little cliff above the river, with some 
fine bamboos hanging over it. I was 
struck both yesterday and to-day with 
the beauty of the bamboos on tlli! rocky 
soil, which I shouIn not have supposed 
favoul"able to their growth; but dn in
=Iuiry, I was told that though the plants 
in a warm dry soil never grew so tall 
as in a moist one, yet they are well 
known to be stouter, healthier, and 
better timber in the former than iu the 
latter, so that the bamboo of sueh situa
tions is always preferred for spears, 
oars, masts, &c. 

We halted for the night in 'a .very 
pretty and pleasant place. au the left 
hand was a beautiful green meadow, 
ascending with a gpntle f,lope to a 
grove of tall trees, in frout of which 
was a pagoda, so like an English 
thurch that 1 was tempted to believe 
it was really taken from some of the 
models which the Christians have given 
them. On one side of this, alid jnst in 
front of the vessel as it la?, was a hi.,.h 
woody promontory, juttlIlg into the 
river, among the trees of which other 
builuiugs or ruins showed themsdves. 
Beyond, and in the bed of the river, 
rose some high naked rock~. forming 
some rapids which are dangerous to 
pass at this season. As soon as I had 
assented to his stopping, Mohammed 
begged leave to show me a wonuci ful 
cave in the hill before us, of which 
nobody had eyer seen the end. I am 
not curious in c.wes, unless they are 

very fu:e and extraordinary indeed, 
but went, in the hope that I shoull! at 
least see something intercbtil1g hy thp 
way. I scrambled tip the hill, tollowed 
by about half a dozen of the boatmen. 
by a rugged path, such as might be 
expected, till pretty near the top, where 
they introduced me to, certainly. a 
larger and finer cave than I had anb
cipated, in a lime-stone rock, overllUng 
with- ivy and pee ul-trees in a vcry 
graceful and picturesque manner. The 
entrance was rude but large, and it 
has, I suspect, been a quarry for lime
stone, or at least enlarged for that pur
pose, the apartments within branching 
off two or three ways, and bearing, 60 
far as I could perceive by the impt'r
feet light, marks of art. There is al!oO 
a sort of shallow cistern cut in the rock, 
which seems very. like a place for 
making chunam. The air had ,"very 
appearance of being pufectIy {mh and 
pleasant, and I should have liked to 
explore it; but we had no flambeaus; 
candles would soon haye been extin
guished by the water which droppt'<l 
very fast from the roof, and I knew 
too much of caves to expect to find any
thing in this worth catching cold for. 
I therefore declined the offer of one of 
the dandees to run to the village to 
fetch" Mussauls" (torches), much to 
their regret. 

1 was told that there were many 
other very pretty religious places about 
the rock, to which I desired Moham
med to lead me. He took me round 
the base of the hill, and then showed 
the way ~p a sort ofladder, half na
tural, of roots of trees, and of rocks, 
halfarti1icial, whele the stone had been 
cut away into rude steps, to a small 
rocky platform, half way up the cliff, 
facing the river. There were ~ome 
other small caves, evidently the works 
of art, 'With low doors, like ovens, and 
some ruue carving over and round 
them. I crept into one, anu found it a 
little hermitage, about twelve feet wide 
by eight, having at each end a low 
stone conch, and opposite tllf' entrance 
a sort of bracket, eIther for a lamp or 
an idol. The boatmen, on my ('.Qmin'" 
out, eagerly crowded in, but seemed 
disappointed to find notl,intr lllC're. 
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They had heard, it seems, that the ca
venl above communicated with one of 
these recesses, and as we went along, 
kept peeping, as English school-boys or 
seamen might have done, into every 
hole and corner of the cl.i.ff, in the hopes 
of verifying the report. 

I climbed from this place a few steps 
higher to another and larger platform, 
with a low wall round it. Here 1 
found two little temples to Si~ and to 
Kali, kept by an old "Gossain" (or 
Hindoo hermit), with two disciples, 
one a grown man, the other a boy. 
The old man had long white hair and 
beard, and was sitting naked, with his 
hands joined and his eyes half shut, 
amid the breezes of the river. The 
boy was near him, and the man, on 
hearlng our voices, had got up in a 
hurry, and begun' to mUMDUI' prayers, 
and ponr ,,"ater over the lingam. A 
small gratuity, however, brought him 
back to the civilities of this world, and 
he showed me not only Siva's symbol, 
but Kali, with her black face, skull 
chaplet, and many hands. He also 
showed me the remains of several other 
images, (.'Ut on the face of the rock, but 
which had been broken by the Mussul
man conquerors. Under these last 
were two small holes like those below, 
which they told me were, in fact, their 
lodgings. 1 asked if they knew any
thing about the cave on the other side 
of the hill; on which the old gossain, 
with an air of much inlportance, said, 
that nobody had ever seen its end; that 
two thousand years ago a certain Raja 
haei desired to explore it, and set out 
with 10,000 men, 100,000 torches, and 
100,000 measures of oil, but that he 
could not succeed j and, if I understood 
him rightly, neither he nor his army 
ever found their way back again! These 
interminable caves are of frequent oc
currence among the common people of 
every country. But the centenary and 
millcsimal way in which the Hindoos 
express themselves, puts all European 
exaggeration to the blush. Judging 
from the appearance of the cave, and 
the size of the hill which contains it, I 
have no doubt that a single candle, 
'l'cllmanaged, 'Would more than lieht 
• mall to its end IIlld back again. • A 

little beyond tl!ese temples, desccnding 
by a similar stair, is a small village, 
inhabited chiefly by religious beggars 
of the same description;' and" a very 
curious little hermitage or temple, 
built of brick, in the hollow of a hUf,re 
decayed peepul-tree, in a beautifully 
romantic situation, where the Ganl?es 
runs roaring through the rocks 'WIth 
great noise and yiolence. :Mohammed, 
who was greatly pleased 'Witl! the inte
rest I took in Ids curiosities, now told 
me there was JIOthing more to see, aM 
I returned, extremely 1llIlused and gra
tified, by the lighi of a tine moon. 

Abdullah, on my expressing a wish 
I had had a t~rdl to explore the cave, 
said that he had never liked caves 
since he saw the wonderful one of Se
cunderie, in Persia, which he visited 
with Sir Gore Ouseley and Mr. Mo
rier. He said it was a very fine and 
lofty cave, but afwI they had got down 
to a certain level, the poisonous air 
rose I1S high as their knees first, and 
afterwards their breasts, that a fowl 
heM there died immediately, and if a 
man had knelt or fallen down, he must 
have died too. I thought of Legh and 
his companions. But in the bort of 
cave 1 had just left, there was, I con
ceive, no danger of the kind. Tho 
name of this interesting spot is .. Put
tur Gatta," I sup~e from .. Puttur," 
a rock or stont', evidently the same 
word 'With "petra," or .. petros." 

Sunday, Augllst 9.-1 had flattered 
myself till within these few days that 1 
should have passed this day at Bogli
poor; and I mighi have done so, had 
it not been for the unlucky detention 
between Bogwangola.and the Moorshe
dahad river. As it was, the poor men 
had not only a day of labour, but of 
hard laboUI', the wind failhlg us very 
soon after setting out. 

The dry land which we passed was 
chiefly bare of wood, a:nd cultivated 
with millet, pulse, and Indian corn. 
Each quillet of this last had its little 
stage and shed for the watchman to 
scare away the birds, "with sling and 
shout," as mentioned in "Kehama." 
I wondered to see so maDY when a 
quarter of the number would have beCD 
amply sufficient,lIlld asked why they did 
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Dot take it by turns, one or two at a 
time, to watch the whole field P The 
answer was, that they c6ild not trust 
each ofuer j surely an unfavourable 
trait in the popular character. What 
wood there is, is, I think, of finer qua
lity than that of Bengal, consisting of 
large round-topped trees, peepul and 
tamarind, with an underwood' of bam
boo i and though the soil seemed fertile, 
there were very large and numerous 
herds <)f cattle, of a better size and 
fi~re than those which I had been ac
customed to see. There were an un
usual number of hurgilas, and a good 
many vultures on the banks. Some of 
our dandees passing through a fie~ of 
Indian corn, J.>Iucked two or three of 
the ears, certamly not enough to COD

stitute a theft, or even a trespass. Two 
of the men, however, who were watch
ing, ran after them, llot as the llenga
lees would have dOi(', to complain to 
me with joined hanils, but with stout 
bamboos, prepared to do themselves 
ustice, "par voye de faict." The men 

escaped by swimming to the boat, but 
one of my servants called out to them, 
-" Aha I dan dee folk, take care! you 
are now in Hindostan I the people of 
this country know well how to fight, 
and are not afraid I " 

The peasants here ail walk with sticks 
as taU as themselves, and wear black, 
rough-looking blankets, thrown over 
their heads and shoulders. They are, 
I think, a more manly-looking race 
than the Bengalees, or at least the 
lengl.l1 and thickness of their beards, 
and their dark Circ.assian mantles, give 
them that appearanc~. 

There are, I think, more butraloes in 
proportion seen in Bahar than Bengal; 
but the number of cattle of all kinds is 
certainly greater. 

Our day's course had hitherto lain 
through jecls and Jlullahs, and we had 
some little difficulties and delavs in 
getting back to the Ganges, and aft('r
wards frQm the Ganges to the brdnch 
on which Boglipoor stands. We could 
not reach this place, but stopped short 
of it at a rather pretty village named 
Till~ypoor, with some green English
lookmg meadows, hedges of cactus, and 
tall. round-topped tJ'Ces. 

August 10.-1 arrived at Boglipoor, 
or Bhaugulpoor. about seven o'clock in 
the morning. and found, to my great 
joy, my friellds the Corries Rtill there. 
established very comfortably in the 
circuit-house (a bungalow provided in 
each of the minor stations for the dis
trict judges when on their circuit). 
which had been lent them by the judge 
and magistrate. Mr. Chalmers. I break
fasted with them, and went afterwards 
with Mr. Chalmers to see the ohjcets 
principally worth notice-the gaol, a 
very neat and creditable building, with 
no less than six wards for the d:l.~l'ifi
cation of the prisoners, Mr. Cleveland's 
house and monument, and a school 
established for the Puharrees hy Lorli 
Hastings. Mr. Cleveland's monum~nt 
is in the form of a Hindoo mut, in a 
pretty situation, on a green hill. The 
land with which it was endowed is 
rented by ~overnment, and the cutch
erry, magIstrate's house, circuit-hou>c, 
&c. are built on it, the rent being duly 
appropriated to the repair of the build
ing. As being raised to the memory 
of a Christian, this last is called by th3 
natives "Grigi" (Church), and they 
still meet once a year in considerabl~ 
numbers, and have a handsome " Poo
jah," or religious spectacle, in honour 
of his memory. 

The school is adjoining to the lin('8, 
Il.Ddoecupies a large and neat bungalow, 
one room in which is the lodgiug of the 
school-master, a very interesting and 
intelligent half-caste youth; the other, 
with a large verandah all round, was, 
when I saw it, filled with Puharree 
Sepoys and their sons, who are all taught 
to read, write, and cipher in the Kythee 
character, which is that used by the 
lower classes in this district for their 
common intercourse, accounts, &c., and 
diifl'rs from the Devanagree al>out as 
much as the written character of \Vest
ern Europe does from its printed. The 
reason alleged for givin/r this character 
the prefcrtmce is its utility in commou 
life, but this does not seem a j!ood 
reason for teaching it only, or even 
for beginning with it. No increase of 
knowledge, or enlargement of min(l, 
bf'yond the power of he'pin/! th{'ir ac
counts and writiug 11',11op-oill, can I.e 
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expected fi'om its acquirement, ina.&
much as there is no book whatever 
printed in it, except l\Ir. Rowe's spell
U1g-book, and no single Hindoo work 
of any value or antiquity written in it. 
I urged this to the school-master, who 
said that by and by, when they had 
made some progress in the Kythee, he 
might teach them the Nagree; but they 
might, I am convinced, easily learn 
both together, or if one at a time, then 
the printed character, as simpler, is to 
be preferred. In the ~·thee I heard 
several, both men and boys, read flu
ently, and I could understand their 
Hindoostanee very well. They are de
scribed as quick and intelligent, fond of 
learning, and valuing themselves on 
their acquirements. This school was 
originally set on foot by Cleveland, but 
till Lord Hastings' visit had. been 
shamefully neglected by his successors 
in office. It was revived .by Lord Hast
ings, and is now very carefully and 
judiciously attended to by the adjutant, 
Captain Graham, an intelligent Scots 
officer, on whom the whole management 
of the corps has, fdr the last five years, 
devolved, the commanding officer, Cap
tain Montgomerie, being in the last 
sbge of a dt'cline. The corps consisted 
originally of one thousand three hundred 
men, who for many years were armed 
with their country weapons-the bow 
and arrow. And it is an instance of 
Cleveland's sound judgment and discri
mination, that he named for their first 
native commandant, in opposition to the 
remonstrances and jntreaties of the ze
mindars of the place, a chief named 
.Jowr:lh, who was the Rob Roy, or, 
perhaps, more strictly speaking, the 
lIoderic Dhu of the Rajmahn.ls, the 
most popular of all others among his 
own countrymen, and the most dreaded 
by the low landers. The choice was 
fully justified by the event, Jowrah 
having remained through life a bold, 
acti va, and faithful servant of the Com
pany in different enterprise, against 
outlaws, both in the Ramghur hills and 
his own mountains. After some years 
the men were armed with muskets in
stead of bows, and are now in all respects 
on the same footing with other native 
re,gUnents, and equally available for 

general servWe. It had become a mere 
rabble, addicted to all sorts of vice and 
disorder, till Lord Hastings placed them 
on their present footing. In~ the first 
instance, he proposed to arm two com
panies with rifles, but the men disliked 
the service exceedingly, having a great 
objection r.o wear green; ther DOW 

therefore are fusileers, but tramed to 
light infantry manllluvres, in which 
they are said to excel. Their numbers, 
however, are reduced from one thousand 
three hundred to seven hundred, 01 
whom two hundred are not genuine 
mountaineers, but Hindoos fro..'ll the 
plain. a mixture which is not found 
advjlD.tageous to the former, and which 
must, from tllfir superstitions, mate
rially impede the efficieucy of the un
fettered. and unprejudiced Puharree: 
these last are said to be admirably 
adapted for soldiers,' and to be very 
fond of the profes&Jon. Havin~ no caste, 
and eating any food indiscnminately, 
they wou.ld be available for foreign ser
vice at a shorter notice tlian any Hin
doo could be; accustomed to mountains 
and jungles, the)' would be extremely 
valuable on the eastern and northern 
frontier, as well as on the Nerbuddah 
and in Berar, and in the possible event 
of any general insurrection in India, it 
might be of great political importance 
to have a force of native troops who 
prefer (as these do) the English to the 
Hindoos, and whose native country oc
cupies a strong and central place in the 
British territory-a sort of little TyroL 

At the school I met the present native 
commandant, one of Mr. Cleveland'l> 
surviving pupils, an old man, much re
verenced by his countrymen, and 'Who 
passes a great deal of his time there, 
being extremely proud of his pE'ople, 
and interested in their improvement. 
He has also the character of a smart 
and intelligent soldier. Ills influence 
has been very valuable in getting the 
school together again, much pains having 
been taken by a Portuguese or two in 
the neighbourhood to dissuade the J>u
harrees from attending, or sending l1eir 
children. Even now, thoogh many of 
the younger children of the mountain 
chiefs are sent, the eldest sons are kept 
away, owing to a nouon ericulated 
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among them by these people that they 
would forfeit the reversion of their pen
sions hy receiving any beaefit fl'om the 
Companr of another kind. This is an 
utter mistake, which Mr. Chalmers 
hopes to rectify, but it has already done 
some harm. Captain Graham is very 
popular among them, and by all which 
I hear most deservedly so j and when 
once or twice he has talked of leaving 
them for some other regiment, they 
ha.ve expressed exceeding distress and 
concern. Those whom I saw wrre 
middle-sized, or rather little men, but 
extremely well made, with remarkably 
broad chests, long arms, and clean legs. 
They are fairer, I think, than the :Qen
galees, have broad faces, small eyes, 
and tlattish, or rather turned up 1l0ses ; 
but the Chinese or Malay character of 
their features, from whom they are said 
to be descended, \s lost in a great de
gree ou close inspection.' I confess they 
reminded me of the" eIsh; the expres
sion of their countenances is decidtdly 
cheerful and intelligent, and 1 thought 
two or three of their women whom I 
saw really pl'etty, with a surt of sturdy 
smartness about them which I have 
not seen in their lowland neighbours. 
These tribes have a regular administra
tion of justice among themselves, by the 
ancient Hindoo institution of a .. Pnn
chaet," or jury of five old men in every 
village, and, as 1 mentioned before, they 
remain free from all taxes, and are Wl
der the government of their own chiefs, 
but in all other respects they were great 
sufferers by Mr. Cleveland's death; all 
his plaus for teaching them the simple 
manufactures, as well as for furnishing 
them with seeds and implemcnts of hus
bandry, fell with him. Even the school 
was dropped. The pensions which had 
been promised to the Hill chiefs in con
sideration of thcir maintaining peace 
and the authority of the Company in 
their districts, thc.ugh ,regularly paid 
by the 8uprem~ f50vernment, never 
reached their destination, being em. 
bezzled on various pretences i and the 
old encroachments of the zemindal's 
OIl their frontiers were allowed to be 
renewed with impunity. The only man 
who, dl1rin~ this interval, appears to 
baye donI: Ius duty towards thesc people 

was Lieutenant (atrerwards Colonel~ 
Shaw, who was appointed to the com~ 
maud of the rangers in 178 i, and whose 
memory is still highly respected by 
them. He published an account (which 
I have not seen) of their customs in 
an early volmne of the "Asiatic Ue
sea rehes." 

LOl'd and Lad, Hastings went on a 
short excursion roto the hills in their 
return fram the upper country, and 
were greatly interested by them and 
their highlands. Lord Hastings pro
mised their chiefs to send a good stock 
of the most useful tools of husbandry 
(they have at present no implements 
of this kind \ut sharpened stakes), anll 
a quantity of seed potatoes. lie did 
not forget the promise, and Captain 
GrahalU heard him give orders for its 
performance after his return to Cal
cutta. But a sovereign can seldom do 
all the good he desires j nothing, in 
fact, was done, and the chiefs have 
since more than once complained that 
they were forgotten. They are, how
ever, better off now than at any time 
since the death of Cleveland, for Mr. 
Chalmers, who is an active and ho
nourable man, has seen justice done to 
tIlem in the payment of their little 
stipends, which had fl'equently been 
embezzled on various pretences by the 
native agents j ana Government are 
making a fl'esh survey of the debate
able land, with a view to an equitable 
arrangement of the claims both of the 
Puharrees and the. zemillUars, by which 
it is said the former will be great 
gainers. Mr. Chalmers, and Captain 
Graham, with Colonel Francklin, well 
known as an excellent Orienta} scholar 
and antiquary, who is inspecting field
officer of this district, think very fa
vourablyof the Puharrees. Notwith
standing their poverty, tht'ir living 
chiefly by the chase, and always going 
armed, the general conduct both of 
chiefs and people has been orderly and 
loyal ever since their futhers swore 
allep:iance. They are hospitable, ac.
cording to their small means, and llaTe 
no sort of objection to eat with, or :;.fter, 
Europeans. They are a little too foncl 
of spirits, a taste which Cleveland 
unfortunately encournged, by seucling 
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them prebents or: the kind, and allow
ing them to drink when at his house. 
Though accustomed to make predatory 
inroads on their lowland and hereditary 
enemies, among themselves they have 
always been honest, and, what is, an 
immense distinction indeed between 
them and the Hilldoos, they hate and 
despise a lie more than most nations in 
the world. The soldiers who have 
committed any fault own it readily, 
and either ask pardon, or submit to 
their punishment in silence; in the cut· 
cherry, the evidence of a Puharree is 
always trusted more than that of half 
a dozen Hindoos; and there is hardly 
any instauoo on record of a chief vio
lating his word. Though dirty in their 
persons, in comparison with the lIin
doos, they are verr. clean in their cot
tages, and their VIllages are kept free 
from the vile smells which meet us in 
those of Bengal. The men dislike hard 
work, and are chiefly occupied in hunt
ing, but the women are very industri
ous in cultivating the little patches of 
garden round their villages. They are 
also generally chaste, and it no doubt 
contributes to keep them so, that the 
premature and forct'd marriages of the 
llindoos are unknown; that their unions 
take place at a suitable age, and that 
the lad has generally to wait on the 
lass during a pretty long courtship. 
They make very good and fuithful 
household servants, but are not foud 
of the way of life, and do uot agree 
well Witl1 their Hindoo fellow-domes
tics. Both men and women are intd
}ig;ent and lively, but rather passionate; 
Bud they differ f!'Om most of the Hin
dollS in bdng foud of music, and having 
a fOod ear. Captain Graham has in
structed 80me of their boys as fifers, 
aud found them apt scholars. 'fhey 
are fond of pl'digree snd old stories, 
und their chiefs pique themselves on 
their families. -No clanship, or feudal 
subjection, however, appears to exist. 
If a man is di.satisfied with the head 
of his villlll;,"t', there is nothing to pre
vent his removal to another. In short, 
Emily, they are Welsh, and one of these 
days I will take you into their hills, to 
claim lindred with them 1 

Mr. Corrie has obtained a little vo-

cabulary of their language, which ('.er
tainly differs very remarkably from 
the Hindoostanee, and, I am told, from 
the Beng-alee. The old comma:.:.d.ant, 
who has been on service towards the 
Berar frontier, says he could converse 
perf.:ctly with the Bheels and Gooand 
tribes, so that they are, apparently, 
different branches of the same great 
family which pervades all the moun
tainous centre of India., the "Gaels" 
of the East, who have probably, at some 
remote period, been driven from all 
but these wildernesses by the tribes 
professing the Brahmillical faith. 

The following is Captain Graham's 
accoll.1l$ of their reHgion. The Hill
people offer up frequent prayers to one 
Supreme Being, whom they call .. Budo 
Gosaee," which in their language means 
"Supreme God." Prayer to God is 
strictly enjoined morning and evenin~. 
They also offer up propitiatory saCrl
fices of buffaloes, goats, fowls, and eggs 
to several inferior, and some evil dd
ties. 
--., Malnad" is the tutelary genius of 

each village; "Dewannee" the hous&
hold god. " Pow" is sacrificed to be~ 
fore undertaking a journey. They ap
pear to believe in a f:l1tme state of re
wards and punishments, chiefly carried 
on by means of transmigration, the 
souls of the good being seut back to 
earth in the bodies of great men, and 
those of the wicked in btutes, and even 
trees. 

The great God made everything. 
Seven brothers were sent to possess the 
earth; they give themselves the credit 
of being descended from tbe eldest, 
sud say that the sixth was the father 
of the Europeans. Each brother was 
presented, on setting out, with a por
tion of that particular kind of food 
which he and his descendants were to 
eat. But the eldest had a portion of 
every kind of food, and in a dirty dish. 
'l"his legend they allege as their 'reason 
for observing no restriction of meats, 
and for eating with. or after, anybody. 
They say they are strictly forbidden 
hy God to beat, abuse, or injure their 
neighbours, and that a lie is the greate8t 
of all crimes. Hogs' blood appears to 
II.t1Swer with them all the purposes 
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which holy water does with some other 
nations. If a person is killed by a 
tiger, it is the duty of his relations to 
aveng'. Ius death by killing one of 
those ammals in return, on which oc
casion they resort to many strange 
ceremonies They are great believers 
in wItchcraft, every ache which the 
old commandant feels m his bones, 
and every disappointment or calamity 
wl,ich befals hun, or any of his friends, 
he Imputes to' thIS cause, and menal'es 
or bribes some old woman or other. 
They have also many interpreters of 
dreams among them, whom they can 
" damauns," and believe to be possessed 
by a famIliar spirit. When a,ny of 
these dIe, they place his body, without 
bunal, in the jungle. They also sup
pose certain diseases to be inflicted by 
evil spirits, to whom they expose the 
bodIes of such as die of them; those 
who me of small-pox are cast out into 
the woods, those ~o die of dropsy into 
the water. 

They have no idols or images of any 
kind; a black stone, found in the hills, 
is by some ceremomes consecrated, and 
used as an altar. They have several 
festivals, which are held in high reve
rence. The chittnria is the greatest, 
but seldom celebrated, on aeeount of 
its expense. It lasts five days, during 
which bllffuloes. hogs, fruits, fowls, 
grains, and spirits are offered up to 
the gods. and afterwards feasted on. 
This i~ the only festival in which fe
males are permitted to join. During 
its continuance they salutc nobody, all 
honour being then appropriated to the 
gods. Polygamy is not forbidden, but 
seldom practIsed. The bridegroom 
boives a feast on occasiou of the mar
uage; the bride's father addresses a 
speech to him, exhorting hIm to use 
h,S daughter well; the brid~gl'oom 
thex. marks her forehead with red 
paint, links his lIttle finger in hers, 
and leads her to his house. The usual 
mode of making oath is to plant two 
arrows in the gronnd, the person 
swearing taking the blade of one and 
the feather of the other between his 
finger and thumb. On solemn occa
sions, however, salt is put on the blade 
Gf a sabre, and after the words of the 

oath are repeated, the blade being 
placed on the under lip of the person 
sworn, the salt 1S washed into his mouth 
by him who administers it. 

Thus far I have learnt from Captain 
Graham. Mr. Corrie tells me that 
further particnlars of this interesting 
race are given in the" Calcutta Annual 
Register for 1821;" what follows I 
learnt from different persons in the 
course of the day. 

The Hill country is very beautiful, 
and natnrally fertile, but in many parts 
of it there is a great scarcity of water, 
a want WhICh the people urge as an 
excuse for their neglect of bathing. 
As so much rain falls, this might, and 
wonld by a civilised people, be reme
died; but the Pnharrees neIther make 
tanks, nor have any lUstrument proper 
for digging wells. The thICk Jungle 
makes the hIlls unwholesome to Enro
peans dnring the rains, but at other 
times the c1nnate is extremely agree
allIe, and in wmter more than agree
ably cold. Mr. Chalmers one night 
had a jug of water completely frozen 
over to a considerable th1ckness in his 
tent, and close to his bed. The Pu
harrees are a healthy race, bnt the 
small-pox used to make dreadful ra
vages among them. Vaccination has 
now been generally introdnced; they 
were very thankful for it, bringing 
theI r children from thirty and fifty 
mIles off to Boglipoor to obtain it. 
Wild animals of all kinds are ex
tremely abundant, from the jackall to 
the tIger, and from the deer to the ele
phant and rhinoceros. Their way of 
destroying the large animals is, gene
rally;by poisoned arrows. The poison 
is a gum whlch they purchase from 
the Garrows, a people who inhabit the 
mountains to the north of Silhet, at 
Peer Pointee fair. 

No attempt has yet been made to 
introduce them to the knowledge of 
Christianity. The school at Boglipoor. 
has scarcely been in acth'ity for more 
than eighteen months, and, being sup
ported by Government, it cannot, in 
conformity with the policy which they 
pursue, be made a means of conversion. 
Mr. Corrie is strongly disposed to re
commend the establishment of a IBis-
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lionary at l3oglipoor! but I am myself 
inclincd to pl'cfer sending him imme
diately \. or as soon as he may have 
gained some knowledge of the Puhar
ree language) into one of the mountain 
villages. I also would wish to employ 
some person to accompany the mis
sionary or schoolmaster, who may in
struct the natives in weaving or pot
tery: and to choose, in either of these 
capacities, some one who had himself a 
little knowledge of gardening. Civili
zation and instruction will thus go 
hand in hand,-or rather. the one will 
lead the way to the other, and they 
will think the better of a religion whose 
professors are seriously active in pro
moting their temporal interestsr-The 
Puharrees seem to have no prejudices 
hostile to Christianity, any other than 
thOlle which men will always have 
ag::inst a system of religion which re
quires a greater degree of holiness 
than they find it convenient to practise. 
The discreet exertions of missionaries 
llmong them will "rive no offence either 
to IIindoos or MU8sulmans, and a be
ginning may thus he made to the in
troduction both of Christianitr and 
civili . .:ation through all the kmdred 
tribes of Gundwana and the Western 
Bheds, v. ho are, at this moment, in 
the same habits of rapine and sava~e 
allarchy which the Puharrees were In 
before the time of Cleveland 

noglipoor is in a pretty situation, 
ami said to be olle of the healthiest 
stations itl India. It is, however, much 
inf~stl·J. by snakes, particularly the co
bra de cappllo. It stands nearly half 
wav between the Uajmahal and Cur
ruckpoor hiIl~, and commands a distant 
view of Mount Mandar, an insulated 
conical mountain, apparently about as 
large a.. the Wrd..in, renowned as a 
place of Hind,1O pilgrimage, and as 
haYing been employed by the gods to 
churn the oceau with, in order to pro
curl' the "amreeta," or drink of im
mortality. It is, Colonel Francklin 
assures me, remarkable as being a mass 

YOlo. 1. 

.. 
of granite, whereas all these nPRrer 
hills are of limestone. 'He also told 
ma that he had been to the end of the 
cave of F'uttergotta, which 11l'~ been 
used as a temple to Siva. It is pretty, 
and very accessible, but by no means 
deep. The hills to the south of BogH
poor, beyond Mandar, towards Deogur, 
are very wild, and now almost entircly 
uninhabited, but are full of vestiges, 
not of Brahminical, but Buddhist wor
ship. Colonel Francklin has himself 
a curious collection of idols of this 
latter kind., dug up in this part of 
India, and is employed in a disserta
tion on the subject. I forgot to men
tion that all these hIlls are full of wild 
po'W.try, exactly irt'crow, figure, and 
plumage resembling bantams. Their 
flavour is superior to the domestic 
fowl, and resembles that of the par
tridge. They might, no doubt, be 
easily domesticated. The RajmaMl 
hills stand in a~etached cluster, Con
taining, perhaps, as much ground as 
Merionethshire and Carnarvonshire. 
They are bounded on all sides by a 
plain, or nesrly plain country; after 
which, on the east, are the Curruck
poor hills, and 011 the south the very 
impracticable districts of Beiboom, 
Dranghur, &c. 

August 11.-1 had a drive with Mr. 
Corrie this morning, and got a pretty 
good distant view of Mandar and thE' 
Curruckpoor hills. Colonel Francklin 
snpposes the ancient Palibothra (a ce
lebrated city and metropolis of Gan
getic India, in the time of the ancient 
Greeks) to have stood in this neigh
bourhood, and has published several 
learned essays to prove it, which I 
remember looking at many years ago, 
when I had little curiosity about the 
question. He IS a very agreeable and 
c{)mmunicative old man, and his col
lections curious and interesting. His 
opinions are opposed to the alleged 
antiquity of the Brahminical worship, 
and he coincides, in general, with the 
late Mr. Bentley. 
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CHAPTER X. 

BOGLIPOOR TO MONCHYR. 

\\ idth ot the Gang!l8-Charity of Dandeea.-Seeta Coom-~fonghyr-Fort-Zemind .. rs
Pen8ioneA-Bapust Millsion-Desertion of Dandees-Cheapness of Fire arms. 

AT noon I again set off, with Mr. Cor- having no boats. The name by which 
lie's budgerow in company. This part they go in this country is " Kunja." 
of the Ganges has undergone great The men, many of them, wore large 
alterations since Rennell's map was pink turbans j three of the women, and 
made. Boglipoor is laid down by him the children, followed us begging. 
as standillg on a separate nullah j but These did not conceal their faces, and 
now nothing remains of the separation indeed had no clothes at all, except a 
except a few marshy islands, immedi- coarse kind of veil thrown back from 
ately oppobite the town. I find that the shoulders, and a wretched r~gged 
instead of exaggeratinv. as I reared to cloth wrapped round their waists like a 
do, I have, in my previous deseri(>- petticoat. They are decidedly a taller, 
tions, underrated the width of thlS handsomer race than the Bengalee. 
n09le river. Last year, at the height One of the women was very pretty, and 
of the inundation, a little below Bogli- the forms of all three were such as a 
poor, it was nine measured miles across; sculptor would have been glad to take as 
and this year, though far less ground is his model. Their arms were tattooed 
covered, it is supposed to be full seven: with many blue lines, and one of them 
and here we are perhaps six hundred had her forehead slightly marked in a 
miles, reckoning the windings'of the similar manner. They had no bangles 
river, from tpe sea! 011 their wrists and ankles, but the 

During this night I was completely children, though perfectly naked, were 
wakened by the uproar which the jack- not without these ornaments. As we 
alls made. On asking if any reason could not stop our boat, I rolled np 
could be given for such an unusual some pice in, paper, and gave it to one 
l'oncourse. I was told that there was a of the danders to throw abhorI.'. Un
field ofIndian corn adjoining, of which fortunately the paper burst, and the 
they are very fond, and that the cla- little treasure fell into tile river, while 
mour which I heard was partly from the wind freshening at thc moment, it 
the animals themselves, partly from the was quite out of my power to give mon', 
watchmen, \Vho were endeavouring to The dandees expressed great concern; 
scare them away. The noise was quite indeed they are, to their narrow mean<, 
equal to that of an immense pack of really charitable; they club a small 
hounds, with half tlle rabble of a county pOition of each mess every day. to ~ive 
at their heels, except that the cry was to the ocggars who come to the ghi,ts, 
wilder ami more dismal. If his Ex- and if none appear, they alwa)s throw 
cellency Count Falkenstein, "the wild it to some dog or bird. A more touch
huntsman," still keeps up his aerial iug instance of this nature was told me 
chase in Germany, it is exactly such a by a lady, whicn "he herself witnes!-ed 
cry as I should expect from his houl1ds. in a voyage last year. The sprang of 

Allgust 12.-We passed this morn- ! the hoat, bvan accident, lost hi- wn, 
inl!.' another encampment of gipSt'~ S, a Dne vuung man. Every evening 
only diffl1ring from the furmer in Ilt'terwal:ds he set apart a portio)). Its if 



(llAP. x.] INlJlAN JUUU.NAL. 131 

the ~oungmall were yet alive, :and gave 
it in charity, saying, " I have I..otgivcn 
it. Illy SOil has given it I " 

I i()rgot to mention, that just as Mr. 
Corrie WIIS setting out YCbterday, he 
I'\!ecived a letter in very bad English, 
IIddresst!d to .. The Abbott," from a 
person signing himself" Gopee Mo
hun Doss, a Brahmin, and true friend, 
of the Honourable Company:' The 
writer requested an interview with him, 
that he might receive instruction in 
Christianity. Mr. Corrie returned for 
answer, that he 'Would see the writer 
on his return down the river., He 
says this is not the only indication 
he has met with of persons in this 
neighbourhood who seem not unwilling 
to inquire into religious sul1jects. One 
of the Hill-people at the school has de
Ciltrf'd, of his own accord, his iutention 
of giving up Sunday to the worship of 
God, aud there are several Hindoos 
and l\1ussulmans, who make no objec
tion to eat ,ictullls prepared by Chris
tians, saying, that "they think the 
Christians are as pure as themselves, 
and tbey are sure they are wiser." This 
.letter was brought by a very weIl
drt'~sed servant, who spoke of his mas
ter as a Bahoo, so that there seemed no 
mtereFted motive for the request which 
it contained. 

As we advanced, we passed at Jan
ghl·ra two very pretty rocl}s projecting 
i11to the river, with a mosque on the 
one. aud a pagoda on the other j while, 
III th~ distance, were the Curruckpoor 
hills, uot so tall 01' striking as the Raj
mah&l, but not inferior to the Balkin 
mountains, and the range above Flint 
and Hol~·well. Such as they are, they are 
vcr., refreohing to the eye, in these vast 
reglOlls of levd ground. The Ganges 
has bere (xllct1y the appearance of an 
nrm of the sea, II!ld a very lJoble one too. 

A little to the ea&t of Monghyr, in a 
pretty garden, is It celebrated hot-well, 
named "Seet.J. Coom," -the fountain 
of Seeta. I wished to &top to look at it, 
but gave up the intention, as, should 
the wind fail, the passage to 1.1ongbyr 
would be difficult and laborious. The 
water has no medical properties but 
such as may arise from its heat and ex
c<'eding purity. Whell cold it il; nlUch 

valued as a beverage, and some persons 
in Calcutta drink nothing else. .Im
mediately after leaving it we passed a 
low rocky hill close to the "ater's 
edge, strewed allover v. itl large round 
masses of fluor and mica. Sperimells 
of both these Colonel Francklin had 
shown me from the Curruckpoor hills, 
as also some very fine olles of talc, or 
lapis specularis, which divided eJbily 
into thin but tough JaminIC, as traIlS
parent as isinglass. Thirty years ago, 
he said. this was the only approach to 
glass usually seen in the windows ot 
houses, even of Europeans, in tjlt~se and 
the northern provinces. Some other 
pr~tty hills follow.ed, of rather antic 
shapes,. particularly one with a house 
and It high gazebo on its summit. All 
the hUts seem to be of limestone, in a 
state of considerable' decompositiolJ. 
The llolth-ea&teru bank of the river 
still continues as flat as possible. vel'y 
naked, and ugly~ 

The loss of the coco-tree does not 
materially injure, the landscape here, 
since its place is still supplied by the 
toddy, or tara-palnl, and the date-palm . 
The country, however, the hills ex
ct:pted. is certainly more open and less 
verdant than Bengal, thou~b. as a land 
to live and take ex.ercise in, It decidedly 
Sl'Cms to have the advantage. This 
part, I find, is not reckoned either in 
Bengal Or Bubar, having been, under 
the name of ibe Jungleterry distri<;t, 
always regarded, till its pacification 
and settlement, as a sort of border, or 
debatable land. Monghyr and It nar
row slip between it and the hills are 
the first commencement of real Hin
dostan, though in popular languare, 
Imd in the estimation of the people, tht· 
Terriagully Pass is the houndary. 

Mongbyr, as one approaches it, pre
sents an imposing appearance, llaving 
one or two extremely good' European 
houses, each perched on its OW11 little 
enlinence. The ghat offered a . scene 
of bustle anll vivacity which I by Q 
means expected. There were sO'many 
budgerows aud pulwal's, that W!' had 
cOllsiderable difficulty to find a mf)Qf
ing-place for our boat j and liS we ap
proached the shore we were beset by a 
crowd of kggars and arti7ans, "ho 

K 2 
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brought for sale gtlns,-knives, and other river on both sides, forming two b~5'S. 
hardware, as also many articles of up- beyond one of which the Rajmahill hilfs 
holstery and toys. they looked ex- are visible, and the other is bounded 
tremeJlj- neat, but as I meant to buy y the nearer range of Curruckpoor. 
Done, I would not raise expectation by The town is larger than I expected, 
examining them. There were also and in better condition than most ua
barbers in abundance, conspicuous by tive towns. Though all the houses are 
their red turbans, one of whom was small, there are IDany of them with an 
soon retained by some of my dandees, upper story, and the roofs, instead of 
who sat down, one after another, on the the flat terrace or thatch, which are tbe 
green bank, to have their hair clipped only alterations in 13€ngal. are gene
as close as possible, as became aquatic rally sloping, with red tiles, of the 
animals. A juggler, too, made his ap- same shape and appearance with th~ 
p~arance, leading a tall brown goat, which we see in Italian pictl1r~'S; they 
almost IlS high as a Welsh pony, with have also little earthenware omaments 
two little brown monkeys ou its back. on their gables, such as I have not st'en 
In short, it was the liveliest scene wblch on the other side of RajmaMI. The 
I had encountered during the voyage. shops are numerous, and I was SUf-

I arrived early, and was, therefore, prised at the neatness of the kettles, 
for some time, a prisoner in my boat tea-trays, guns, pistols, toasting-fvrks, 
from the heat, exposed to the teasing of cutlery, and other things of the sort, 
various applicants for custom. As it which may be procured in this tiny 
grew cool I walked into the fort, pass- Birmingham. I found afterwards that 
ing by a small but neit English burial- this place had bel:'n from very early 
,.-::round, fenced in with a wall, and antiquity celebrated for its smiths, who 
crammed full of those obelisk tombs derived their art from the Hindoo 
which seem most distinctive of Euro- Vulcan, who had been rolemnly WOl"'> 

pean India. The fort occupies a great shipped, and was supposed to have had 
leal of ground, but is now dismantled. a workshop here. The only thillg which 
Its gates, battlements, &c., are all of appears to be wanting to make their 
Asiatic architecture, and precisely si- steel excellent, is a better maLner of 
milar to tho,e of the Khitairgorod of I smelting, and a more liberal use of 
Moscow. 'Vithin is an ample plain of charcoal and the hammer. As it is, 
fiue turf, dotted with a few trees, and their guns are "ery apt to burst, and 
two noble tanks of water, the largest their knives to break, precisely the 
coverin$' I conceive, a couple of acres. fa.ults which, from waut of capital, be
Two hIgh grassy knolls are enclosed set the works of inferior artists in Eng
within the rampart, occupying two land. The extent, however, to which 
opposite angles of the fort, which is an these people carry on their manufae
il"le~lar square, w~th, I think, twelve tures, and the closeness with which 
!wlUlcireular bastions, and a very wide they imitate English patterns, show 
and deep wet moat, except on the west plalDly how popular those patterns are 
!>ide, where it rises immediately from I become among the natin'~ 
the roeky banks of the river. On one August 13.-l\Ir. TempTer, the jud!!!' 
of the eminences of which I speak is a and magistrate, breakfaskd with lnt! 
collection of prison-like buildinh"S; on this morning, and gaye me such an ac-

~ the other a very large and handFome countofl\1on~hyr and its ~piritual con
house, built orlhrinally for the Com- cerns as made me decide on staying 
mauder-in-cltief of the district, at the over Sunday. There are, be~idcs his 
time that l\Ionghyr was an important own family, five or r,ix others here of 
station, a.nd the Mahrattas were iu the the upper and middling classes, and 
neighbourhood; but it was sold Eome above thirty old Ellgli~h pensioners, 
~ears since by government. The view mallY of them married and with fanli
fh.m tbe rampart and the eminences lies, without nny spiritual aid except 
is extremely fine. 1\fonel1yr stands on what is furni~hed by a Baptist missionI, rocky promontory, WIth the brood arv who is establi~hed here. Of hiro 
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----------------------------------------Mr. T\!mpler spoke very favourably, 
hut said that the members of the Church 
of Euglaud, though in a manner com-
1)('1Icd to attend his ministry, would 
value extremely an opportunity of at
tending divine service, and receiving 
the facrament in their own way, while 
the number of children of different 
ages, whose parents might be expected 
to bring them for baptism, was far from 
inconsiderable. I, therefore, requested 
Mr. Templer to give publicity to my 
arrival, and intention of performing di
vine service on the Sunday. I dined 
with him, and he afterwards drove me 
through what is really one of the pret
tiest countries that I have seen, very 
populous, but culti'l'ated in a rude and 
sloven I y manner. The rent of the best 
land is about two rupees for a cus
tomary begah, nearly equal to an Eng
lish 3.Cl"C, or to three Ikugalee begahs. 
Th~y get three crops in succession every 
year from the same lands, begmning 
with Illdllln com, then sowing rice, 
between which, when it is grown to a 
certain height, they dibble in pulse, 
which rises to maturity after the rice 
is reaped. The district is very fertile, 
.and most articles of production cheap. 
The people are quiet and industrious, 
auu the oilences which come before the 
I!lagi~trate both in number and cha
mcwr f'lr Je~s, and less atrocious, ¢an 
is tile case either in Bengal or farther 
on in Ilindostan. Theft., forgery, and 
housebreaking being the besetting sins 
of the one, and violent a11'rays, mur
dt-rs, and highway robberies being as 
frequellt among the other people, and 
all being of wry rare occurrence in 
the Jungleterry district. The peasants 
are more pl'Ql;l)erous than in either, 
which may of itself account tor their 
decency of conduct. But Mr. Templer 
wa~ inclined to a~('ribe both tht-se ad
'-alltag('s in a Ifreat degree to the fact, 
that the Zenlludarries iu this neigh
bourhood are mostly very large, and 
poss('ssed hy the rf'prt'~entativcs of an
cient fdmihe~, 'who, by the estimation 
in whieh they are h,'ld, have the more 
authority oyer the peasants, and as 
being wealthy have le.8 temptation to 
(lppre~s thenl., or to connive at the op
llrt.'ssioll of ut:lcrs. Thou,;h a Zt'miu-

dar of this ~ind has no legal control 
over his people, he possesses greater 
effective control than a great land
owner in England exercises (jJ'er hi' 
tenants. Most of them still hold cutch· 
erries, where they atteud almost daily 
to hear complaint., and' adjust dHler· 
ences, and though doubtless oppressions 
may sometimes occur in these proceed
ings, ytt many quarrels are stifled there, 
and many mischievous persons discoun
tenancPd, who might else give much 
troublt: to the magistrate. 

In the upper parts of Dahar, and in 
the neighbourhood of Bcuares, the Ze
mindanies are small, and much divided 
between members...of the same fumily. 
It,. ,consequence, tne peaE;lllts are racked 
to the utmost, and still farther harasccd 
by the lawsuits of their joint I)r rival 
owners, each sending their agents among 
them to persuade them to attorn to 
him, and frequently forcibly ejecting 
them from the:;r farms unless they ad
vanccd mOlley, so that they,have £Omc
times to pay a half year's rent twice or 
three times over. Nor are the small 
freeholders, of 'Whom there are, it ap
peal's, great numbers all over Bahar, 
so fortunate ill their privileges as might 
have been expected. They are gene
rally wretchedly poor; they are al ways 
iuvolved in litigations of some ldnd or 

• other, and there is a tribe of harpies, 
of a blended character betweEn an in
former and a hedge-attorney, who make 
it their business to find out either that 
there is a flaw in their original title, or 
that tIley nave forfeited their tenure by 
some default of taxes or service. Th"H' 
free, or copy holders have been deci
dedly sufferers under Lord Cornwallis's 
settlement, as have also been a ,-ery 
ru.eful descril'tion of pt!OpJe, die" Than
nadal's," or native agents of police, 
whose" Jaghires," or rent-free lands. 
which were their ancient and legal 
provision all over India, were forgotten, 
and therefore seized by the Zemmdars, 
while the people themselvcs becam~ 
depe~dent on the cha~ty of the magis
trate, and degraded altogetLer frOII 
the place which they used formerly t( 
hold in the village society. The per 
manent settlemeJ+t was regartlul by 
some as a very hasty lind ill-Collbillcr(;o 
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business. Many uudue advantages were 
giveu by it to the ZCltlindars, at the 
Slme time that even scHar as they were 
conceljled, it was extremely unequal, 
and in many instances oppressive. Like 
our old English land-tax, in some dis
tricts it was ridiculously low, in others, 
though the increase of cultivation had 
since brought the lands more up to the, 
mark, it was at first ruinously high, so 
that, in fact, quite as many of the 
ancient Zemindarrie families had been 
ruined as had been enriched, while 
taking all the districts together, the 
Company had been losers to the amount 
of many millions. I should have sup
pO'l?d that by its permanency at least, 
it had been the chief cause of the p~
digious ('xtension of cultivation, which 
everybOlly allows has occurred in 
Bengal and Dahar since they were 
placed under the immediate govern
ment of the Company. But that in
crease, I was told, mi~ht be accounted 
for by other causes, such as the main
t~nance of public IX'ace, ~he perfect ex
l'JUption from invasion and the lnarch 
of hostile armies, and the knowledge 
that a nlan was tolerably sure of reap
ing the immediate fruits of his labour, 
and that the acquisition of wealth did 
not expose him to the malignant atten
tion of Government. In Bahar at least, 
the Ztmindars had not, even yet, any 
real confidence in the permanence of 
the rate, and ill fact there had been in 
so many instances revisions, re-mea
f,uremcnt,q, re-examinations, and sur
charges, that some degree of doubt was 
not unnatural. In all these cases, 
indeed, fraud on the part of the ori
ginal contractors had been alleged by 
Government, but, as some of the Bahar 
landlords had observed, they did not 
h",ar of any abatement made by the 
Company in those instances where the 
i\uvantage of the bargain had been no-
10riou>ly on their side, while, they also 
observed, so lonp; as, in the reCt'nt mea
tmre adopted by Mr. Adam, the Govern
mt'llt possessed apd exercised the power 
of taxing the raw produce of the soil 
to any amount they pleased in its way 
te' ~arket, it was of no great advantage 
te. the lalldholUer t1l'lt the direCt land
'.ax rCID.tined the Mme. 

On I the whole what I 1It(I.l'd con
firmed my previous suspicion, that the 
famous measure of Mr. Law was taken 
on an imperfect acquaintance with the 
interests of India, and that, iu the first 
instance at least, a decenuial valuation, 
executed in a liberal spirit, would have 
avoided many inconveniences without 
losing any great advantage. Mr. Tem
pler surprised me by what he said of 
the size of farms in this part of India. 
A wealthy" Ryut," or 'peasant, on one 
of the large Zemindarrles, often l-...olds 
as much as two hundred English acres. 

August 14.-1 had this morning one 
christening, and Mr. Corrie had se
veral. The child I christeued was a 
very fine boy of. two years old. the son 
of an invalid serjeant, who came, at
tend~d by his wifll, a very pretty young 
half-caste, and by two of his comrades 
and one of their wives as sponsors. All 
these were very well-behaved decent 
old men; they stayed talking with me 
some time; they ~poke well of India, 
but complained of the want of some 
occupation for their minds. A lending 
library, they said, would be 1\ great 
comfort to their littl!' society. I aft",r
wards mention!'d the suhject to Mr. 
Templer, Bad, I hope, put him in the 
proper way to g(:t one fmID Govern
,ment, as well as a school for such of 
these poor men's children as, by any 
accident, were prevented from going to 
the :Military Orphan Asylum. I U~l
derstand that these old soldiers are In 
general men of very deccnt character, 
and though poor, brought up their fa
milies very decently. Some of them. 
however, are liable to sudden fits of 
drunkenness or infatuation, sometimes 
after many months of sobriety, during 
which nothing can keep them from 
brandy so long as they have either 
money, credit, or clothes. l\1onghyr is 
the station generally chosen by the 
more respectable characters, the repro· 
bau's preferring Moorshedahad. Th( 
Company give them the choice of rebid· 
iug either at Moorshedabad, Monghyr 
Buxar, or Chuuar, and they sometiuJ(:: 
change repeatedly before they fix. 

In const'quenee of the intention 1 
had expressed to have s~rvice to-mor
row, M:-. Templ~r told .. me that the 
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Baptists had given notice that their inspire the Hindoos with any real at
own lllt'eting should not open, so that tachment for their employers! I, am 
he said we should probably have \all pleWled with all I see of Mr. Lushing
the Christian residents of the plaice ton, who is gentlemanly, modest, and 
and "icinity. The Baptist congregl.l- stndious; he is going to Nus1eerahad, 
tion in this neighbourhood wWl first so that it is possible we may see a good 
collected by Mr. Chamberlain, an ex.- deal of each other. 
cl.'Uent Ulan and most active missionary, August 15.-Mr. Corrie read prayers, 
but of very bitter sectarian principles,. and I preached and administered the 
and entertaining an enmity to the Sacrament, in the hall of Dr. Tytler's 
Church of England almost beyond be- (the garrison surgeon) honse. There 
lief. He used to sat that Martyn, were, I should guess, sixty persons in 
Corrie, alld ThOID8Jlon, were greater the congregation, among whom were 
enemies to God, and did more harm to two or three natives. The Monghyr 
his cause, than fifty stupid drunken proselytes were very young persons, 
"Padre • • • • ." inasmuch as their probably brought over by the Baptist 
virtues, and popular conduct and preach- missionaries; Mr. Lesley and the greater 
ing, upheld a system which he regarded flart of his fiock-1I.ttended, but did not 
as damnable, and which else must stay the Sacrament. There were, how
soon fall to the ground. The present ever, between twenty and thirty com
preacher, Mr. Lesley, is a very mild, municants, all dee~ly impressed and 
modest person, of a far better spirit, attentive. In the evening I again 
alld scarcely less diligent among the preached to preu, nearly the same con
Heathen than Chamberlain was. He gregation. Durmg this stay at Mon
has. however, as yet, had small success, ghyr, I was \dvised by many old In
having been but a very short time in dians to supply myself with spears to 
the country. Mr. J. Lushington, whom ami my servants with in our march. 
I found here, hWl been detained some Colonel Francklin particularly told me 
days, owing to the dandees belonging that the precantion was both useful and 
to the horse-boat running away, a prac- necessary, and that such a show of re .. 
tice very common on this river, these sistance often saved lives Wl well as 
people gdting their wages in advance, property. Monghyr, I WWl also told, 
aOlI th<:ll making off with them. One fu!'llished better and cheaper weapons 
of the l'arty asked Mr. Lushington of the kind' than any I should meet 
whether there had been any quarrel be- with up the country: they are, indeed, 
tween the dandees and his servants, or cheap enough, since one of the best 
himself'; on his allswering in the nega- spears may be had complete for twenty 
tive, it was observed that one fertile anas, I have consequently purchased 
('a use of hoatmen's desertion was the a stock, and my cabin 1001,s hke u mu
ill-conduct of Europeans, who often st'um of EWltern weapons, containing 
stimulated them to do things which, in eight of the best sort for my own ser
their weak and clumsy boats, were vants, and eight more for the Clashee, 
really dangerous, and, against all law who are to be engaged up the country. 
or right, bt'at thl-m when they refus<:d These last only cost fourteen anas each. 
or ht'hltated. A general officer was This purchase gave me a fair opportu
some time ~ince heard to boast, that nity of examining the fire-arms and 
when his cool-boltt lagged behind, he other things which were brought for 
nlways fired at it with ball! I €Uppose sale. My eye could certainly detec~ 
11e took care to fire high enough, no fault in their construction, except 
but tile bare fact of puttin~ unarmed that the wood of the stocks was slight, 
and helpless men in fear, III order to and the screws apparently weak and 
compel them to endeavour to do what irregular. But their cheapness was 
was, perhaps. beyond their power, was extraordinary; a very pretty ~ngle. 
I\ufficwntly unfeding and detestable. barrelled fowling-piece may be bad for 
They are, I ~lJI'pOSC, such people as twenty S. rupees, and pistols for sixteen 
these \}JIO /lily thaI it is iDlr"s~ible to the \lracc 
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CHAPTER XI. 

MONGHYR '1'0 BUXAR. 

Cattle swimming across the River- Bnilimln Labourers-Patua.- Bal1kipoor-Granary
Hackerles- Dinapoor -Cantonment - Oigah Farm - Chupra - Floating Shop_ Fort
Native Christians-Schools-Curreem MlUSeeh-Varieties or Complexion. 

AUGUST l6.-There was no wind this 
mOrnlng till ncar twelve o'clock, but we 
had then just enough to help us out of 
the eddy of Monghyr and across tM 
river to the other side, along which our 
boatmen had a painful day's tracking 
against a. fierce stream. The Curruck. 
poor hills on the left hand continued to 
off~r a very beautiful sllcceRSion of pro. 
spocts. A chain of marshy islets seemed 
to extend nearly across the river to
wards the end of our course, by the aid 
of which a large herd of cattle were 
crasbing with their keepers. The latter, 
I conclude, had been ferried over the 
principal arm, but when I saw them 
they were wauing and swimming alter
nately by the side of their charge, their 
long grey mantles wrapped round their 
heads, their.spear-like staves in their 
hands, and, with loud clamour joined to 
that of their boys and dogs, keeping the 
convoy in its proper course. The seene 
was wild and interesting, and put me 
in mind of Bruce's aecount of the pas
~ageofthe Nile by the Abyssinian army. 
The bank at the foot of the hills seemed 
,fertile and populous as well os beauti
ful; that along which we proceeded is 
very wretched, swampy, without trees, 
illld only two miserable villages. Seve
rnl alligators rose as we went along, 
but 1 saw none basking on the many 
reedy islets and promontories, which, 
dunng the hot months, are said to be 
their favourite resorts. Mr. Lushing
ton's budgerow kept up with my pin
nace extremely well, but the COl'neS 
were far behiud. 

We moored for the night adjoining a 
field of barley, the first I had seen in 
India i tlle ground was recovered. as it 

seemed, from a sand-bank in the river, 
a.nd full of moustrous ant-hills, looking 
at a little distance like large hay-coeks. 
The peasant had just finished threshing 
his barley, and was busy burying it in 
the dry soil. A small shed, as usual, 
stood to watch where the straw with the 
grain in it had been collected. The 
high ground of reer Pubar above Mon
ghyr was still in sight. Just before we 
stopped. a very large crocodile swam 
close to the boat, and showed himself to 
the best advantage. Instead of being 
like those we had seen before, of a black 
or dusky colour, he w~ all over stripes 
of yellow and brownish black like the 
body ofa wasp, with scales very visibly 
marked, and a row of small tubercles or 
prominences along the ridge of his had 
and tail. He must, I should think, 
have been about fifteen feet long, though 
under the circumstances in which 1 
saw him, it was by no means easy to 
judge. My cabin was extremely in
fested with insects this evening, parti
cularly with a large black beetle, whieh 
was very beautiful, having a splendid 
mixture of jet, coppE'r-colour, anI! eme
rald about it. I had also a pretty green 
lizard, which I carefully avoided in
juring, knowing it to be an (memy to 
ants and cockroaches, both of,which 
plagues a~e increasiug, and unfortu
nately do not now seem to check e,~ch 
other. Yet I was a little pf'rplcx('d 
how the "honest man should h 'nil' 
found his way into my closet." 

August 17.-W e had a fine brc(~ze 
part of the day, and stood over to the 
other bank, which we found, as I baa 
ex~'cted, really very pretty, a country 
of fine natural lUladows, full of cattle, 
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llnd interspersed with fields of barley, 
wheat, and Indian corn, and villages 
6urroundl!d by noble trees, with the 
Curruckpoor hills fOrnling a very in· 
teresting distance. If the l'alm-trees 
were away (but who would wish them 
away 1), the prospect would pretty close
\y resemble some of the best parts of Eng
.and. In the afternoon we rounded the 
point of the hills, and again found our· 
selves in a flat and uninteresting, though 
fruitful country. The last beautiful 
Epat was a village under a grove of tall 
fruit-trees, among which were DOme fine 
walnuts: some large boats were build
ing on the turf beneath them, and the 
whole SC&le reminded me forcibly of a 
similar billMer's yard which I had met 
with at Partenak in the Crimea. Many 
groups of men and boys sate angling; 
or With spears watching an opportunitl 
to strike the fish, giving much addl· 
tional bl!auty and livdiness to the scene. 

I have been much struck for some 
days by the great care with which the 
stock of fruit-trees in this country is 
kept up. I see everywhere young ones 
of even those kinds which are longest 
in coming to maturity, more particu
larly mangoes and the toddy or tara
palm (the Ia&t ofw hich, I am told, must 
be from thirty to fOl1y )ears old before 
it pays anything), planted aLd fenced 
in With care round most of the cottages, 
a circumstance which seems not only 
to prove the general security of pro
perty, but that the peasants have more 
RSSUl'al,ce of their fal ms remaining in 
the occupation of themselves and their 
chi1<il'en than of late years has been 
felt in England. 

The village neRr ·which we brought-to 
fora short time in the evening belonged 
to Brahmins exclusively, who were 
ploughing the grouud near us, with 
their strings floating over their naked 
shoulde"; the ground was sown with 
rice, barley, BlId vetches, the one to suc
ceed the other. Abdullah asked them 
to what caste of Brahmins they be
longed. and on being toll1 they were 
pundits, inquired whether "a mixture 
of scpds was not forbiddl!n in the Pura
!lUS P" An old man RUbwereu with a 
good deal of warmth, that they were 
poor pC'Qple and could not dispute, but 

he believed the doctriue to be a gloss of 
Duddh, striking his staff with much 
anger on the ground at the name of the 
heresiarch. The Brahmin ~hourers 
are now resting after their toil, and 
their groups are ,'ery picturesque. The 
ploughmau, after unyoking his oxen, 
lifted up his simple plougb, took out the 
coulter, a large knife shaped like a hom, 
wiped and gave it to a boy, then lifted 
up the beam and yoke on his own shoul
ders, and trudged away with it. These 
Brahmins, I obEerve, all 6have their 
heads except a tuft in the centre, a cus
tom which not mlfIly Hindoos, I think, 
besides them observe. 

Having a good .Wind, we proceeded a 
Uttle further before, sunset; we passed 
a herd of cows swimming across a nul
lah about as wide as the Dee ten miles 
below Chester, the cowman SUpportillg 
himself by the tail and hips of thl' 
strongest among them, and with a long 
staff guiding he.r in a proper directiou 
across the stream. lVe soon after passed 
a simirar convoy guided by a little I::oy, 
who, however, did not confine hhnsclf 
to one aninlal, but swam flOm OLe to 
another, turning them with his staff and 
his voice as he saw proper. So nearly 
aquatic are the habits of these people, 
from the warntth of the climate, their 
simple food, their nakedness, and their 
daily habits of religious ablution. 1 
saw a very smartly-dressed and rather 
pretty young countrywoman come 
down to the gMt at Monghyr to wa;h. 
She went in with her mantle wrapped 
round her with much decency and even 
modesty, till the river was breast high, 
then ducked under water for so long a 
time that I began to despair of her re
appearance. This was at five o'clock 
in the morning, and'she returned again 
at twelve to undergo the same process, 
both times walking home in her wet 
clothes without fear of catching cold. 
The ancient Greeks had, I am con· 
vinced, the same custom, !>inre otber
wise the idea of wet drapery ,",oule1 
hardly have occurred to their statua
ries, or, at lea/it, would nut have been 
so common. 

We again brought-to about seven 
o'clock, by a field just ploughed ready 
for the rising inundation: ".(' are £0">5 
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not 'Iuite half way from Monghyr to 
Patna. The women here are still more 
adorned with trinkets-ethan those in 
Beng~l .. Besides the silver bracelets, 
their arms are covered with rings of 
a hard kind of sealing-wax. which 
looks like coral, and another ornament 
either of silver or bright steel is com
mon, in shape something like a per
forated discus j it is worn above the 
elbow. ~ 

Augllst 18. - This morning, after 
leaving the nullah, we proceeded with 
a fine breeze along the left-hand bank 
of the river, which is very fertile and 
populous, with a constant succession of 
villages, whose inhabitants were all 
washing themselves and getting on theh
best attire, it being the lIindoo festival 
of J unma Osmee. 

The day was a very brilliant one, 
and., though hot, rendE'red supportable 
by the breeze, while the whole scene 
was lively and cheerfu __ all the bhops 
having their flags hoisted., -little 
streamers being spread by most of the 
boats which we passed, and a large ban
ner and concourse of people being dis
played at a small pagoda under the 
shade of some noble peepnl and tama.
rind trees. 

The river is all this time filled with 
hoats of the most picturesque forms; 
the peasants on the bank have that 
knack of grouping themselves, the want 
of which 1 have heard complained of in 
the peasantry of England. Two novel 
circumstances were seen this morning; 
the one the appearance of considerable 
herds of swine, of a small kind resem
bUnl? the Chinese breed, which were 
I!raZlng near most of the ~illages; the 
other a. system of planting tara-palms 
til the trunks of decayed peepul-trees. 
'I'hl.l first which I saw I supposed had 
heen sown there by accident; but I 
SIIOU found that the practice was fre
qu('ut, and that the peepul thus treated 
.. ad generallv the greater part of its 
brllnches and all the top cut away, to 
f!lvou!' the intruding plant, which stands 
as if it were in a rude flower-pot. The 
hollow part of the tree must, I suppose, 
be previously filled with earth. A very 
excellent fence is thus obtaiucd for the 
young tara-plant; but I conclude that 

they are not Hindoos who thm, mangle 
and violate the sacred tree of Siva. 

Towards noon the banks became 
again, though not rocky, high and pre
cipitous, and full of holes for the mue
nas' nests. We are fortunate in having 
a breeze, for the towing here would be 
dangerous, the bauk being crumbling 
and undermined, and the stream flow
ing with great rapidity. A frtend of 
1I1r. Corrie's had two dandees drowned 
in this place last month. I was asto
nished when he told me this, since it 
seemed almost as possible to drown an 
alligator as men of their habits. I was 
answered, however, that the poor fel
lows were worn out with towmr-, and 
that the current washed them under the 
boats, whence they had not strenf,-th to 
recover themselves. 

Two dervises, strange antic £gurcs, 
in many-coloured patched garments, 
with large wallets, begged of us to-day. 
I gave a trifle to the elder, a venerable 
old man, who raised his hand with 
much dignity and prayed for me. 

At Bar, where I dined, is an old 
ruined house, with some little appear
ance of a palace, once the residence of 
the J emautdar of the district, under the 
Mohammedan government. We brought
to about half-past six near an indi!!,o
field, which filled my cabin with bugs. 
TIle night was very hot and clost'. 

August 19.-Another intensely hot 
day, but made bearable by a breeze. 
I found a young scorpion in my cabin 
this morning among my books. It 
seems to prove that such pests are not 
so common in India as is often sup
posed, that I have now been ten months 
in the country without seeing more; and 
that, though I have walked a good deal, 
and never particularly avoided places 
where such things are to be looked for, 
I have only seen one cobra de capello. 
I had supposed scorpions to be black, 
and was surprised to-day to f;€e an ani
mal white and almost transparent. 

The pinnace got aground in passing 
from the chain of nullahs and jeeh 
which we entered yesterday, into the 
main river, and we were ohliged to call 
in the assi~tance of some fh.hel'mf·u I., 
belp her off; they lahoun·d hard 1:)1" 
near lUI !lour, and ,,'el'l' gratl 1'1Il UJl' \l 
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gratuity ottwo pice; they were nine in 
number, besides a Brahmin, who came 
down from a village while we were just 
getting disengaged, and extending a 
basket-full of scarlet flowers, applied 
for a thank-offering to his god, in con
sideration of our esr.ape from danger. 
I thought he was merely asking for 
alms, not quite hearing what he said, 
but Ahdullah explained his meaning. 
Hov. ever, he had obtained his req':lest. 

Our halting place was on a pleasant 
open shore, opposite to Futwa, but still 
short of Patna. The country round is 
bare of wood, but well cultivated and 
very populous: the land laid out in al
ternate patches of gra.~s-fallows, covered 
with cows, buffaloes, and swine, and 
fields of millet and Indian corn, among 
which appear also some patches of the 
castor-oil nlant, which,' now that the 
coco-nut is' no longer found, is the Usual 
supply for their lamps. 

I walked.itbout a good deal, the even
~ng being pleasant, and was much inte
rested. The buflaloes were all buried 
in the water,. scarcely showing more 
than their noses and horns above its 
surface; but as the sun went down they 
came out, sleek, black, and glossy; too 
wild and timorous to suffer an Euro
pc:m to approach them, but showing no 
ll~hrree of fiercenc~5. The pigs are 
small. black, and shaggy, of a very 
wild appearance. At the nearest vil
lage to ,~hicb I walked were two or 
three cottages, which, though mere ho
\"CIs of mud and thatch, yet from the 
size of their out-buildings, and the 
treading of many cattle all round them, 
I should conceive were really the resi
dences of tolerably wealthy farmers. 
Oue of these, an old man, was threshing 
out a small kind of millet, by driving 
oxen over it round and round in a 
circle. They were just leaving off 
work as I came up, and a hind was 
bringing a large bundle of green Indian
corn, weeded from the thick crop, for 
their provender. I obscl"Ved, however, 
that the animals, during their previous 
employment, were not muzzled, accord
ing to the Scriptural rule, at the same 
time that thev were kept so 1"0Tlstantly 
moving that"s few mouthfuls were ail 
that they could get. While I was ex-

" 
amining this heap of grain, and asking 
th~ old man some questions, his co'u 
came np for the evening, and I pleased 
him exceedingly, when the j!owman 
ran forward to beat them from my 
path, by forbidding him to strike them. 
" Good! good I" he said, with an air 
indicative of much satisfaction, "one 
must not beat cows." It seems to me 
that the tender mercies of the Hindoos 
tow.ards animals are exhausted on cows 
only; for oxen they have no pity,
they are treated with much severity, 
but I have Dot here sten them show 
such marks of cruelty as those ncar 
Calcutta. Comfortable, on the whole, 
as this village seemed, many of the, 
l10uses must soo,,"be rendered uni~ha
bitable, if, as seems by no means im
possible from present appearances, the 
river rises a single cubit higher. Their 
round granaries, however, are all raised 
considerably above the other buildings, 
and must, I shoo.ld suppose, be tolerably 
safe. When I asked what was to be
come of the others if the river rose, the 
answer was, they hoped it would not 
rise more than II. few inches higher, 
which would be sufficient for their 
fields, without stal"Ving their cattle. 

Futwa, which was directly opposite 
to us, is a large and ancient town, on a 
river for which the people of the town 
sl'f'm to have no other name than 
"Futwa kee N'l'ddee." Futwa is fa
mous for a vcry long and handsome 
old bridge (an object of some rarity in 
India), and a college ofMusbulman law 
and divinity, the Moulavies of which 
are widely renowned. The night was 
very cool and pleasant. 

August 20.-We arrived at the south. 
fast extremity of Patna about nine 
o'clock (!t is a very great, and from 
the water at some little dl..rtance, a very 
striking city, being full of large build
ings, with remains of old Ivalls and 
towers, and bastions projecting iuto the 
river, with the advantage of a higb 
rocky shore, and considerable irrt:~
larity and elevation of the grQund lh'
hind it. On a nearer approach, we 
find, indeed, many of the houses wh~ 
verandahs and terraces are striking ob
jects at a distance to be ruinous; but 
still in this respect, and in apparent 
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prosperity, it as much exceeds Dacca 
as it falls short of it in the beauty and 
grandeur of its ruius.::. . As we ap
proache~, I proposed slack.ing sail to 
give the Corries time to come up; but 
.Mohalumed said that opposite the old 
castle was one of the most rapid and 
diffieult passages of the river between 
Hurdwar and Sauger, and that if we 
did not use the fine wind we now ~ 
we might be kept for we~ks. We, 
therefore, proceeded along this noble 
expanse of water, which I really think 
grows wider instead of narrower as we 
ndvance, and which here, between wind 
and stream, was raised into waves little 
less than those which the Mersev some
times exhibits below Liverpool; mt 
boat for this sort of service is really a 
very fint: OIle. At the ea"Stern extremity 
of Patna is a large wood of palms and 
fruit-trees, pointed out to me as the 
gardens belonging to a summer palace, 
built and planted by th. Nawab Jaflier 
Ali-Khan. They are renowned for 
their beauty and extent, being two or 
threl:' miles in circuit. We also passed 
a large and dilapidated palace, which 
bad been the residence of the late Na. 
wab of Patna, Abbas Kouli Khan, a 
splendid and popular person; he left no 
successor, but his nearest heirs are two 
\"ery intelligeat young men, who are 
said to hold some lucrative employment 
under the English Government, and to 
be much in its confidence. The houses 
01 the rich natives which we passed 
pretty much resemble those of Calcutta. 
They have, however, the adva.ntage of 
im91ediately abutting on the river j and 
: saw one which, beneath its Corinthian 
.,;uperstructnre, had a range of Bolid 
buildings of the Eastern Gothic, with 
pointed arches and small windows, eon· 
tainmg a suite of apartments almost on 
a level with the water,-uninhabitable, 
I should suppose, from damp during 
this season, but which must be coolne!.s 
itself during the hot winds. The con
tinued mass of buildings extends about 
four miles along the river, when it 
changes into scattered cottages and 
bungalows, interspersed 'With trees, till 
some more large and handsome builtl
ings appear about three miles further. 
This is Baukipoor, where are the Com-

pany's opium warehouses, courts of jus
tice, &c. B.c., and where most of w(·ir 
civil servants live. I had an iuvitation 
from Sir' Charles D'Oyley, and stopped 
my boat literally at the gate of his 
house, }Vhich stands very pleasantly 00 

a high bank above the river. I mL'. 
here a. Franciscan friar, a remarkably 
handsome and intelligent-looking littl~ 
man, whom I immedlately and rightly 
guessed to be the Italian Padre, "Giu
lio Cesare," of whom so much mention 
is made in Martyn's" Life." I fOIll\d 
great amusement and interest in look. 
ing over Sir Charles's drawiug-books; 
he is the best gentleman-artibt I ever 
met with. He says India is full of 
beautiful and picturesque country, if 
people would but stir a little wa., fron 
the banks of tile Ganges, and hiS OWl 
drawings and paintings certainly mak( 
good bis Il'lse~;)n. The D'OJ leys 
offered me very kindly a bed-room on 
shore, which, as my boat was under the 
shelter of a high bank, I found mu('h 
cooler than the cabin. Soon after I ar
rived I received a large packet of letters, 
and, thank God, a more comfortable 
aCCQunt of those dearest to me. 

The wind and the sea, for the river 
really deserves the name, continued to 
rise during the I?l'eater part of the day, 
so that the Carnes, it was very plain, 
could not get past the rock on which 
the fort stands. Indeed we afternt rds 
heard that at Dinapoor, where the 
stream is also usually violent, a budge
row, and even a pinnace, had been very 
nearly lost, and the latter actually 
almost' filled with water, and driven 
ashore. 

After dinner Lady D'Oyler took me 
round the only drive which IS at this 
time of year practicable, being, thougb 
of a smaller extent, much such a green 
as the ra<.-e-ground at Barrackpoor 
We passed a high building, shaped 
something like a glass-house, with a 
stair winding round its outside up to 
the top, like the old prints of the Tow('r 
of Babel. It was built as a granary for 
the dibtriCt, in l>ursuance of a plan 
adopted about thll"ty-fi v-e years ago by 
Govemment, after a grl:at famine, liS a 
means of keepillg down the price of 
grain, but abandoned on a SUppeSI:'! 
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discovery of its inefficacy, since no 
means in their hands, 1I0r any build
ings which they could construct, with
out laying on fresh taxes, would have 
been sufficient to collect or contain 
more than one day's provision for the 
'\"ast populati(lD of their territories. It 
is not only in a time of famine that in 
a country li1~e India the benefit of pub
lie granariE:s would be felt. These 
would, of course, be filll'd by the agents 
of the Company in those years and 
those seasons when grain was cheapest, 
and when the cultivator was likely to 
be ruined by the impossibility of ob
taining a remunerating price. But the 
presence of an additional, a steady aud 
a wealthy customer at such times in 
the market, to the amount of ,it of the 
whole produce. or even less than that, 
would raise the price of grain 10 or 
I'ven 20 per cent., and thus operate as a 
steady and constrtnt bounty on agricul
ture, more popular by far, and as I con
ceive, more efficient than any Corn Law 
which could be devised. It appears to 
mc, therefore, that a fystem of such 
granaries, eveu on a very moderate 
scale throughout the provinces, would 
not only essentially relieve famine, if 
it came, but, in some degree, prevent 
its coming; that it would improve the 
bituation both of nyut and Zemindar, 
Ilnd make them more able to pay'their 
dues to Government, while, as there is 
no neceHityor advantage (but rather 
the contrary) that the corn thus hoarded 
should be given away, the expense to 
the Company would not be very much 
more than the first COgt and subsequent 
repair of the building~, and the wages 
of the neeut'ul agents and labourers. I 
am well aware of the usual answer, 
that it is better to leave these things to 
private competition and speculation, 
that much of the p.rain thus collected 
would be ~poiled, and become unfit for 
use, &e. But the first assumes a fact 
which in Ind.ia, I believe, is not correct, 
that there is either sufficient capital or 
enterprise to enable or induce indivi
duals to store up corn in the manner 
contemplated. As for the second, it 
would obviously be in years of over
production an equal benefit to the cul
tIvator to IHIVl' a pilrt of his stock pur-

chased and withdrawn from present 
cousumption, even though what was 
thus purchased were actually burnt, 
while, though to keE'p the liP'aIlaties 
full of good grain would of course be 
more expensive to Government from 
the ~rishable nature of the commodity. 
yet It would be easy so to calculate the 
selling price as to cover this charge, 
and avoid the necessity of imposing 
fre~h public burthens. On the whole, 
therefore, I am inclined to believe that 
the measure was a wise one, and well 
adapted to the state of India, though it 
is one, undoubtedly, which could only 
be carried into effect in peaceable times, 
and when there "las a considerable sur~ 
plus revenue. I know my dear wife 
has no objection to this sort of politico
economical discussion, and therefore 
send it without fearing to tire her. 
The building which 1).a.s caliI'd it forth 
is said to have many imperfections, 
which made it very unfit for its desti
nation. The idea itself, which is to 
pour the corn in at the top, and take it 
out through a small door at the bottom, 
I think a good one. But it is said. to 
be ill-built, and by far too weak to sup
port the weight of its intended contents; 
while, by a refinement in absurdity, the 
door at the bottom is made to open in
wards, and, consequently, when the 
gTanary was full. could never ha,-e 
been opened at all. It is now occa
sionally used as a powder-magazine; 
but is at this moment quite empty. and 
only visited sometimes for the sake of 
its echo, which is very favourable to 
performances on the flute or bugle. 
Underneath its walls I had a good deal 
of conversation wi$. Padre Giulio, who 
~peaks French, though not well, yet 
fluently. He is thoroughly a man of 
the world-smootll, insinuating, ad
dicted to paying compliments, and. 
from his various accomplishments, an 
acceptable guest at all English homes 
where French or Italian are under
stood. lIe Fpoke with great affection 
of Martyn, who thought well of him, 
and almost hoped that he had converted 
him from Popery. 

He was apparently pleased with the 
notice w11ich I paid bim, and I cer
tainl) was much amuFed and interesteJ 
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with his conversation. J found him a 
grt·at admirer of Metastasio, I\nd of 
course not fond of AlfieJ'L He himself 
lS, indee.sl, a Milanese, so that he ftels 
for the former as for a countryman as 
well as a brother ecclesiastic. Their 
~ect, he said, had had a heavy loss in 
India.; by the recent death of the Ro
mish Bishop of Thibet, who came out 
11 little before my arrival, and who was 
also an Italian of good family, and a 
very elegant and accomplished scholar. 
He died in this neighbourhood about 
two months ago. I recollect Lord 
Amherst speaking of him; and he, on 
his part, Giulio said, spoke much of 
Lord Amherst's good nature, and good 
Italian. .• 

Allyuat 21.-The Corries arrived 
this morning j with the Archdeacon 
and Mr. Northmore, who came over 
from Dinapoor, I had to arrange the 
duties of the next day. The distance, 
it appears, from Banki?oor to Dina
poor is full seven miles in the dry sea
son; at present between eight and nine, 
.. nd through roads often impassable for 
a carriagt. The majority of the Euro
peans in the ndghbourhood (now that 
the 44th Regiment is no longer quar
tered here) live in Bankipoor and 
Patna, so that Sir C. D'Oyley was 
anx.ious that I' should preach here 
rather than at Dinapoor. I thought of 
doing both, but was dissuaded from a 
journey in the heat of the day; and I 
settled to remain here till Tuesday 
morning, and then go to Dinapoor to 
preaeh, and administer Confirmation. 
I £nd that the river, which offers at 
this moment so noble a sheet of water 
Close to the garden-gate, is, in the dry 
season, two miles off, and scarcely visi
bll', there being only some small nul
lalls ill the intervenin~ space, which is 
then cultivated with nce and oats. 

Attgll8t 22.-Mr. Corrie read prayers, 
and I preached to a congregation of, I 
should suppose. fifty people, aU of the 
upper or middling ranks, of whom I 
think thirty staYl:d to receive the Sacra
ment. The service was performed in 
a large and convenient room, the court 
of appeal, ant! a handsome service of 
eommunion plate was produced, prl'
.. erveel from the time that the Company's 

chaplain, now reulOved to Dinapoor. 
was stationed at Patna. A very lamest 
and general wish was exprebsed that 
Government would allow them a chap
lain still. This, with the present estall
lishment, and the great demands on it, 
is I fear never likely to be granted, but 
it would be a very great advantage and 
convenience to the place, and would be 
attended with little expense, in com
pari~on, if an allowance were made the 
chaplain at Dinapoor for a lodging and 
palanquin hire, and he were enj(Jined 
to visit Patna once a month. Some 
measure of the kind, with regard to 
this and many other stations almost 
similarly situated, I hope myself to 
suggest to Government as soon as I am 
better informed in the neeessary details 
of the plans. 

Lady D'Oyley took me this evening 
through some of the bazaars, and a pal1 
of a long avenue of trees, extending 
several miles into the country. Many 
of them are of great size, but the whole, 
she said, were planted by the senior 
judge, Mr. Donglas, an old man whu 
has been a resident in or near Patnn 
for more than thirty years, during 
which he has only been onc~ from it 
as far as Dinapoor. The houses of the 
natives here are almost all of IlIud, but 
their tiled roofs and verandahs giw 
them a better aspect than the common 
Bengalee cottage. The hackcries are 
very different from those of Calcutta. 
being little tabernacles, like the IDovable 
military shrines represented on ancient 
monuments, with curtains and awninl!s, 
and drawn either by one horse or two 
oxen. 'We had a very ple:Jrant, quiet 
evening, such as a Sunc1ay twning ought 
to be, and concluded with f,tIDily pray
ers. On the whole J have OI:CU peatly 
pleased and interested with this \ isit. 

I observed in the cour~e of the day 
a singular custom among the Europeans 
here; they have no reguLlr llurial
ground, but inter their deceased rela
tives in their gardens and plem,ure
grounds. Little urns and obelisks of 
this kind meet the eye Ilcar most of 
the bungalows, and there is one of the 
former under a fine tamarind-tree c]OS,) 

to ~ir C. D'Oyley's 1\ indows . 
AII[llISt 2'3. - This day, like t].osa 
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which had gone before it, was passed 
very agreeahly; so much of it as I could 
splre ii'om business, in the society of 
my new friends, but offered nothing 
remarkable. There wa$ a large party 
to diuner, which broke up early, and 
I spent the rest of the evening in very 
agreeable convefbation with the family 
circle. 

August 24.-Sir C. D'Oyley sent me 
in his carriage half-way to Dinapoor, 
where Mr. Northmore's carriage met 
me. The archdeacon went in a " Ton
jon," a chair with a head like a gig, 
carried by bearers. The whole way 
lies between scattered bungalows. ba
zaars, and other buildings, intermixed 
with gardens and mangoe groves; and 
three days without raiu had made the 
direct road not only passable, but very 
reasonably good. As we approached 
Dina poor, symptoms began to appear of 
D great English military station,llnd it 
was whimsical to see peeping out from 
beneath the palms and plantains large 
blue hoards with gilt letters, .. Digah 
Farm, Havell, Victualler," &c.; " Mor
ris, Tailor;" "Da,'is, Europe Ware
hoube," &c. The cantonment itself is 
the largest and handsomest which I 
han seen, with a very fine quay, look
ine !Ike a battery, to the river, and I 
dunk thr ... e exten.~ive squares of barracks 
uniformly built, of one lofty ground
story w ... ll rniscd, stuccoed, and orna
meuted with arcaded windows, and pil
lars between each. There are a1l;0 ex
tell~he, lind, I underbtood, very hand· 
some barracks for the native troops, 
~ bicb 1 did not see, those which I have 
Je~cribed being fOi' Europeans, of whom 
there are genernJly here one King's 
r.-gin1l'nt, one Company's, and a nu
mer01lS corps of artillery. Everything 
ill filct is on a liberal scale, except what 
lll-iongs to the church and the spiritual 
interests of the inllabitants aDd neigh
bOUl'hood. The former I found merely 
a small and inconvenient room in the 
barra<:'k'l., which seemed as if it had 
been deslgned for a hospital-ward; the 
reading-desk, surplice, books, &c. were 
all meaner and shabbier than are to be 
seen in th~ poorest village chapel in 
Enl1;land or Wales; there were no pun
\.ailS, 110 "all-shades, or other means 

• 
for lighting IlP the church, no glass ill 
the windows, no font, and till a paltry 
deal stand was brought for my use out 
of an adjoining warehouse, JlO commu
nion-table. Dishop Middleton Jbjected 
to administer confirmation in any but 
churches regularly built, furnished, and 
consecrated. nut though I do not think 
that in India we need be so particnlar. 
I healtily wished, in the present case, 
to see things more as they shonld be, 
and as I had been accustomed to see 
them. Nor, in more essential points, 
was there much to console me for this 
neglect of external decencies. I had 
only fourteen candidates for Confirma. 
tion, some of them 60 young that I 
almost doubted ~ropriety of admit
ting them, and there were perhaps a 
dozen persons besides in the chUl'ch. 
It is very true that the King's regiment 
(the 4.j,th) was absent, but the Com
pany's European regiment, most of them 
young men, migpt have been expected 
to furnish, of itself, no inconsiderable 
number, when the conduct of those at 
Dum Dum on similar occasions is reo 
collected. There are, likewise, several 
indigo-planters in the neighbourhood, 
many of them with families, and many 
others who had themselves never been 
confirmed, to whom the chaplain of the 
~tation had long since sent notice, but 
who had none of them given anyan
swer to his letters; he, indeed (whom 
I found extremely desirous of contl'i. 
buting to the improvement of the people· 
under Ilis care), lamented in a very 
natural and unaffected manner the gross 
neglect of Sunday, the extraordinary 
inattention on the part of the lower 
<-lasses to all religious concerns, and 
the indifference hitherto shown by the 
Company's military officers now at 
Dinapoor to everything like religious 
improvement. While the 44th WllS 

here a very different and admirable 
example was set by Colonel Morrison 
and his officers, and the men themselves 
were most of them patterns of decent 
conduct and regular attendance in 
church, not only in the morning but it 
the evening, at which time their at.
tendance was perfectly voluntary. 

There had been a school for the 
European children and those reo:rui~ 



1·41 BISHOP HE DEWS [CH.\r. 1lI-

--------------------------------------------------• htl could not read, but this had fallen 
lI> decay, because nobody would sub
I\I:nbe, and the chap1ail:l alone could not 
Eupport,it. The Government sent, six 
months ago, a lending library for the 
use of their European soldiers, and 
allowed eight rupees a month to the 
clerk for keeping it, but the brigade-
major, to whom the books were con
signed, had never unpacked them, al
leging (of which he was not the proper 
judge) "that they were too few to be 
of any use," and "that there was no 
place to put them in," liS if a corner of 
the room now used as a church would 
not have answered the purpose per
fectly. 

Of the European regiment, though 
it was" in orders" that the men should 
attend church every Sunday, very few 
ever came, and seldom any officer but 
the adjutant, and the neighbouring 
planters seemed utterly without reli
gion of any kind, neve~applying to the 
clergyman, excc-pt for marriage, burial, 
and the baptizing of their children. 
Mr. Northmore, who gave me this ac
count, complained that he was often 
sadly discouraged, and led to fear that 
some deficiency in himself was the 
cause of this neglect of his ministry, 
but that he was comforted to find his 
attendance both acceptable and useful 
to the sick men in the hospital, where, 
indeed, I hear his conduct is marked 
by very great diligence and humanity. 
For the lamentable state of things of 
which he complains, there are many 
reasons for which he can in nowise be 
81'countable, and which, to prevent his 
(Icing discouraged, I took Cllre to point 
out to him. One of these I shall pro
Jably find but too prevalent throughout 
the Indian army, where the early age 
at which the officers leave England, 
the little control to wllich they are 
afterwards subjected, and the very few 
opportunities afforded to m~t of them 
of ever hearing a sermon'Jr joinin~ in 
public prayer, might be xpcctea to 
beathenise them evell far ore than we 
find is the case. 

But at Dinapoor something mar be 
also ascribed to the exceeding bad COIl

duct of the late chaplain, which mllst 
bav) driven many from the church, 

whom it would be very difficult fur tht! 
most popular preacher to entice huck 
again. And the want of a Meent ehurc h 
is the strongest cause of all. The pre
sent room barely affords accommodation 
for half the soldiers who might be ex
pected to attend, without leaving any 
for the officers' families, or the neigh
bouring planters. Thebe, therefore, 
though room is generally to be had. 
have an excuse to offer to their eon
scieTlces for not attending j and it is 
rl'ally true, that for women and chil
dren of the upper class to fit jostling 
with soldiers in a small close room, 
without punkahs, with a drive of per
haps three or four miles before and tlfter 
service, is not a prospect which ,",ould 
make a man very fond of bringing Ws 
family to attend divine service. A spa
ciOllS and airy church would greatly 
remove these difficulties. Gowrnment 
did, I understand, promise one !lome 
time back j but the military oftie('rs, to 
whom the preparation of the ehtimate 
and plan was left, took no trouble in 
the business. On the whole, what I 
saw and heard, both at and after church, 
made me low and sad, to which, per
haps, the heat of the day, the most op
pressive I have yet fdt in India, greatly 
contributed. 

On my return to the pinnDce, which 
had meantime come on from 13ankipoor, 
I found that to avoid the fury of the 
stream they had moored her in a norro,", 
nullah, which constitutes the harbour 
of Dinapoor, and which was fillc·d with 
all kinds of veFsels, while one of its 
banks was covered with warehouses, 
and the other occupied by a great cattle
fair. The heat was inten~e, and no 
breath of air could visit us, whibt as 
evening came on we were sure of b('ing 
devoured by mmquitos. I soon made 
up my mind, and told the serang to 
leave the nullah and anchor in the 
middle of the ri,er, wLen I had dres~ed 
and left the pilinace. and to have the 
jolly-boat waIting for me at night, on 
the beach, below dIe battx:ry. 

In the evening !II r. N orthmore called 
to take me a drive before dinner. \Ve 
went to «Digah Farm," t1w place 1 
had passed in the morning, '"' hidl is 
extremely wdl worth seeing. It is II 
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tawrn, a large ground-floored house 
with excellent J'1)()m~, very 'handsomely 
fitted up, surrllulldt!q with some of the 
most extensh'~ ranges of cow-houses, 
pi2'-styes, r,!accs for fa.ttening ~heep and 
cattle, dairies, &c. that I ever saw, aU 
kept beautifully clean, with a .large 
gra~s court full of poultry, and In the 
miudle a very pretty flower-garden. 
To the back is a large kitchen-garden, 
and beyond this stacks of oats and other 
~rain. not unworthy of an English 
fhrmer. The keeper is named Havell, 
a very respectable man. lie is the 
hutcher, corn-dealer, brewer, wine-mer
chant, confectioner, anu wax-chandler 
of all this part of India. 

During the drive I endeavoured to 
put Mr. Northmore in the way of get
ting some of those aids from the mili
tary officers of the' cantonment, ,to 
which, by tha regulations of govem
ment, he is entitled. And afterwards, 
at dinner, where were present most of 
the officers now in garrison, I succeeded, 
I hope, in getting the re-establishment 
of the school, together with the assu
rauce from tile colonel of the European, 
r('giment, that he would urge );lis re- I 

cmits to attenJ, and promote only those 
men to be non-commibbioned officers who 
couM read awl write-a measure which 
would soon nuke reading and writing 
universal. Tht! brig'.tde-major was not 
present, but I said all I could to tile 
colonel about the lending library, and 
a more I'l'gnlar attendance of the troops 
in church, aD<l was glad to find what I 
said extremely well taken. The library 
I think I ha;'e secured, since every
hody present seemed pleased witll the 
idea, when th<l uature of its contents 
and the syst"m of' circulation were ex
ph,inl;'d. The heat was something which 
a man who had not been out of Europe 
would scarcely conceive, and the party, 
out of etiqu~lte on my account, were 
all in their cloth uniforms. I soon put 
them at their l'a.,e, however, in this 
particular, and I am almost iuclined to 
hope that the wh.ite jack"ts, which were 
immediately sent for, put them in better 
humour both with me and my su{!',;es
tions. 

I was mnch pressed to stay over the 
i.lext SWUlllY, or at least a few days 
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longer; but it is only by going to-mor
row that I can hope to !'lach Ghazee. 
poor, or even lIuxar, by Sunday next; 
IUld all agreed, on telling ther, what I 
had to do, that I had no time tq spare 
in order to reach Bombay bef<te thIJ 
hot "iuds. 

August 25.-1 parted from Dinapoor 
under a salute of artillery, and sailed 
along the northern bank, which, where 
we first approached it, presented an 
outline far bolder and more abrupt than 
most which 1 have seen on the Ganges, 
being a precipitous bank of red earth 
overhung with trees and shrubs, with 
!l native ~ouse of some consequence on 
Its summIt. 

A.bout noon we1li'rived at Chuprah, 
a large town on the north bank of tlle 
rive:r:, or rather on an arm of the river 
divided from the main stream by some 
marshy islands. Chuprah was the scene 
of a defeat rt."Ceived by Mr. Law from, 
I believe, Sir Eyr\! Coote (tIlen Capt. 
Coote). It js now the chi('f town of 
the district of Sarum, and the residence 
of the judge and collector, and contains 
also a good many large, handsome na
tive hou84.'s, and one very pretty mosque, 
or pagoda, I know not which. Its 
architecture resembles tile first; but 
tllcre are a pel'pul-tree, ghat, and other 
things near it. which lead me to sus
pect the latter, and I do not thiul{ its 
entrance tallies with the regard shown 
in all mosques to the Kibla. While) 
was in this place, vainly waiting for 
the Corries, a very fine and fast-sailing 
budgerow arrived with Mr. and l\lrs, 
Anboll, on their way to join his regt 
ment at Meerut, and we proceedeu to· 
gether. , 

Near our halting-place, which was 1 
very pleasant one, was a little opeu 
shed occupied by a Hindoo ascttie, 
with a double quantity of dung and 
chalk on his face, who was singing ill 
a plaintive monotonous tone to a littlt' 
knot of peasants, who seemed to regard 
him with great veneration. He did 
not beg of us, but suspended his hymn 
while we passed between him and the 
Ganges. He had not the tiger-skin, 
which those whom I raw at Boglipoor 
appeared to take particular pleasure in 
~isplaying. A village was near, and ~ 

L 
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fine orchard of mangoe.trees; a num
ber of bearers passed with packages of 
various kind.~. belonging, as they said, 
to a cert~n potentate named the .' Dum
naja," who was crossing the country to 
pay a visit somewhere in this neIgh
bourhood. I was in hopes of an op
portunity to see an T ndian of rank on a 
Journey, but it appeared that the great 
man had already passed. We overtook 
a number of vessels to-day, two of them 
of a curious and characteristic de
scription. One was a budgerow at 
Chuprah, pretty deeply ladl'n, with a 
large blue board on its side, like that of 
an academy in England, inscribed 
" Goods for sale on commission," b~ng 
in fact strictly a floating shop, which 
supplied all the smaller stations with, 
what its owners' would probably call, 
" Europe artit'les." The other was a 
more elegant vessel of the same kind, 
being one of the ijrettiest pinnaccs I 
ever saw, with an awning 6l,>read over 
the quarter-deck, under whIch sate a 
lady and two gentlemen reading, and 
looking so comfortable, that I could 
have liked to join their party. I found 
that it was. the floating shop of a wealthy 
tradesman nt Dinapoor, who, towards 
the middle of the rains, always sets 
(IUt in this manner with his wife, to 
make the tour of the upper provinces, 
as high as bis boat ('an carry, aseeil(ling 
alternate years, or as he finds most 
custom, to Agra, Meerut, or Lucknow, 
by their respective rivers, and furnish
ing glass, cutlery, perfumery, &c. &c., 
to the mountaineers of Deyra Doon, 
and the Zennanahs of Runj('et Singh 
and Sindia. We passed in the course 
of this day the mouths of no less than 
three great rivers falling into the 
Ganges from di.fferent quarters, the 
Soane from the south and the moun
tains of Gun dwana, the Gunduch from 
Nepaul, and the Dewah from, I believe, 
the neighbourhood of Almorah: each 
of the three is larger and of longer 
eourse than the Thames or Severn. 
What an idea does this give us of the 
scale on which nature works in these 
countries! 

'The heat all this day would have been 
intense, had not the breeze tempered 
it. No rain has fallen for many days. 

August 26.--0ur fine wind con· 
tinued. which was the more fOl'tunai~, 
since the sun was. intens<:\v hot ami 
bright. III our way to 13ux'ar the hir
dar came to me with hands joined, and 
that sort of anxious smile which sig
nifies that its wearer is about to ask a 
lavour. He said that his parents lived 
close to the place where we now were, 
and rl'quested a two days' leave of ab
sence \pl'()mising to join me on Sun
day nIght at Ghazeepoor), and also 
that I would advance him a month's 
wages to leave with them. I could 
not refuse him, though he is a very 
valuable person on board, and mentiOll 
it because it seems to show that among 
these poor people there is at least filial 
piety. The calling to see them wa.~, 
inde~d, natural; but the gift of' the 
month's wages was what many valets
de-chambre in England would haye 
thought, I fear, "quite out of charac
ter." I forgot to mention in the proper 
place that the sota-burdar had made a 
similar requeot at Bankipoor, where he 
had, he said, a wife and three children 
still at home,and that AbdnJlah, whose 
friends also live in Patna, had been to 
see theIll, and brought back with him 
divt'rs books, clothes, and other things, 
which he hud left 'behind him when he 
undertook that voyage to England in 
his return from which we met him. 
lIe, however, did not ask for any ad
vance of money, as he said his relations 
were pretty well off, and more able to 
help him than he them. He did not 
sloem to anticipate much kindness ot 
reception, but returned in good ~pirits, 
and asked for another day's leave of 
absence. 

I fouud Buxar (which I had ex
pected to see a little nlinous fort, re
markable only as the ~cene of the btttle 
which confirmed the British in the pos
session of Beng-al and Bahar) a large 
and respectable Mussulman town, \Hlh 
severnl handbome mosques,-on~ of the 
largest and neatest bazars which I have 
seen, and some good-looking European 
bungalows. 'Ye had some difficulty, 
owing to a crowd of boats, in gettiug 
our little ve~s(>1 moored in a nullah (or 
colly, as thev call tht'm here), which is 
the usual harbour of the place. I could 



ellAI'. XI.] INDIAN JOUR~L. 147 

hl\,ve preferred the open river, but the 
beach was very inconvenient, and the 
stream so strong that I did not like to 
l'l"ess the point. Not" was the creek in 
question by any means so close !I.Ild hot 
as that of Dinapoor. As soon as we 
touched ground, I sent a letter to CliP
tain Field, the fort-adjutant. requesting 
him to make my arrival known to the 
Europeans in garrison, in order that. if 
there was any clerical assistance wanted, 
they might call on me in the forenoon 
of the next day. I was soon afterwards 
visited by Captain Field, who said he 
had immediately sent round the requi
site notice, and apprehended that there 
would be some glad to avail themselves 
of it. He told me, to my surprise, 
that he had no less than one hundred 
WId fifty' Europeans in garrison, his 
whole force amounting to six hundred 
luen. lie also apologised for not hav
ing saluted me on my arrival, and on 
nly telling him that I always supposed 
his fort was dismantled, he said that it 
was still so far in good order that 
nothing but an European force could 
fake it, except by a very long siege. 
On hearing the number of Eul;.Ope3llS, 
J expressed my regret that I could not, 
"'ithout great inconvenience, stay over 
Sunday; to which he replit'd, that he 
was convinced (as they had so very 
lleldom an opportunity of attending. di
vine service) they would thankfully 
assemble if I would give! them prayers 
and a sermon at ten the next day, to 
"hich, of course, I gladly consented. 
A welcome shower of rain fell this 
evening. 

AUQust 27.-1 went in the morning 
with Captain Field to seethe fort, which 
Is a small Fquare, with a high rampart 
cased with turf, four circular bastions, 
n dc~p RD.I wide ditch, a good glacis, 
and a sort of lower fort, extendin~ to 
nnd commanding the river. The View 
from the rllmparts is pleasing and ex
temive. There is one quarter which 
is, I think, extremely a:.sailable, and 
which Major DuguId DaIgetty would 
unquestionably have pre:.sed him to 
iortify. Still, as he truly said, it might 
t;tand a sif'ge of some length from a 
native army, and its situation on the 
Ganges, in its nearest approach to the 

Ghorkha territories, might make such 
a defence by no means unimportant, iu 
the event of a rupture with tho~e moun· 
taineers. It is this possibility, indeed, 
which now constitutes the principal 
value of the great stations of Dinapoor 
and G hazeepoor 

After breakfast I went to Captain 
Field's house, which he had arranged, 
as well as it admitted of, as a church. 
The principal room, and the adjoining 
verandah, were filled with old soldiers; 
two little rooms. on each side contained, 
to my surprise, a number of natives, 
mostly women and children, while 
some officers and their wjves were 
r~ed round my...desk. All were very 
attentive, and the old soldiers more par
ticularly (who had almost all prayer
books) joined in the responses with a 
regularity, an exactness, and a zeal, 
which much affected Itle, and showed 
how much, in thei, situation, they felt 
the blessing of an opportunity of public 
worship. I 'more than half repented 
of my intention to leave them before 
MOliday. But I was aware that Gha
zeepoor had, at least, an equally nume
rous congregatio~, equally Without a 
clergyman j and It occurred to me that 
the Archdeacon might stay here, and 
join me in time for the confirmation on 
Tuesday. This good man had never 
told me of the native Christians at 
Bunr; yet they are most of them the 
children of his own quiet and unwearied 
exertions in the cause of God. Some of 
them came up after church to beg for 
Hindoostanee Prayer-books and GOs
pels, a few ofwhiclt I was able to sup
ply them with. 

The schoolmaster too, a Mussu1maJ. 
cOllvert of the name of" Curl'eem Mus
seeh" (mercy of Messiah), came up to 
oiler the report or his scholars, and to 
hope I would come and see them ab 
sembled. I went in my palkee, after 
consigning to Captain Field some Bi· 
bles and tracts for his men, through 
some pretty green lanes and shady 
places, re~embling the neighbourhood 
of an English village. escorted by Cap 
tain Field in his tonjon, with full poml' 
of orderly serjeant, spear-men, and 
other equipments of an up-country 
commandant, and followed by a mar-

L2 
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vellous crowd of women and boys, 
whom my silver sticks attracted. .Be
iug one of the great daj!> in the feast of 
Mohurnfn, we found the tomb of a. 
Mussullllan saint decorated with three 
{'reen banners. and other preparations 
for their prayers j but when we passed 
nobody was there. and its appearance 
was so like a cross in a market-town 
during fair-time, that it did not detract 
from the English appearance of the 
view. 

We stopped at the c100r of a very neat 
native cottage, surrounded by a garden 
of plantains and potatoes, with fiowers 
tl'allled round the &ate, and a high 
green hedge of the pnckly ~ear. l{ere 
lived a Mrs. Simpson, a native of Agra. 
and one of Mr. Corrie's converts, now 
the widow of a serjeant in the Com
pany's service, and getting her bread 
by teaching a few girls to read and 
work. She asked tWxiously about Mr. 
Corrie, but there was no appearance of 
callt about her i indeed her stock of 
English did not fcem very extensive. 
Here one of the English serjeants, with 
his wife, a very prettr. native girl, bap
tized, as I understoo, , by Mr. Palmer, 
of Ghazeepoor, brought their son, tl. 

fiue boy, of four yt'ars old, for baptism, 
and during the ceremony a number of 
females and children remained in the 
garden and verandah, can'fully kneel
ing when we kneeJ~d, and bowiug at 
every repetition of dle nam:.! of Jesus. 
The scelle was very interesting, and 
the beauty of the bact, ground, the frame 
of the picture, and the eostume of the 
worshippers, added to its picturesque 
beauty. At the close of the ceremony 
Cllrr~em Muss('eh went out to speak to 
them, and they ran off, I did not know 
why. Mrs. Simpson said she haa a 
very small subscription raised by some 
ladies in the neighbourhood, amounting 
to four rupees a month, for her school, 
but tTmt her neighbours sometimes 
helped her. She oWlled that bhe had 
sel,lom more than six or eight scholars, 
chihlren of the European soldiers 
chiefly, to whom she taught reading 
and working. ' She asked for noQlillg 
hut a prayer-book (she had a very ~ood 
lliudoostanee New Testamer.t and Pen
.tateuch, and some spelling-books for 

her school), but aCC€pted a small Iloua
tion with much thankfulness. 

Curreem Musseeh's house, wluch we 
Ilext visited, was still smaller than 
Mrs. Simpson's, and bad not the few 
old pieces of European furniture which, 
in hers, marked her husband's nation 
and Frofession. Adjoining it was a 
little scbool-house, which we found full 
of women and children (about 30 or 
35), on the ground, which was' spread 
with mats, with their books in their 
laps. This served as their church 
also, where they and a ft!w of their 
husbands, mostly European soldiers, 
who understood Hindoostanee, met 
three times a week in the evening for 
prayet. This school is gupported, and 
Curreem Musseeh's salary paid, by the 
Church Missionary Society, and they 
have been sometimes, though very 
rarely, visited by a Missionary in 
orders. I regretted greatly that 1 
could not address them with any effect 
in their own language, though 1 was 
strongly tempted to try; they, many 
of them indeed, knew a little Engli&h, 
but so little that they could not have 
been at all the better for anything 
said to them in that tongue, nor, exc('pt 
a few words. could they have under 
stood the service this mOi"Ding. I 
heard them read, however, aud (by 
choosing such chapters of the New 
Testament as I was best acquainted 
with) was able to follow them, and to 
show them that I did do so. They 
read extremely well, distinctly, slowly, 
and as if they Ullderstood what they 
read; they afterwards answered several 
of the questions in Watts's Catechism, 
and repeated the Creed, Lord's Prayt'r, 
and the Ten Commandments, giving a 
sort of exposition of each. I was ex 
trcmcly pleased and surprised at all J 
witnessed here. 

On my return to the pinnace, I found 
that the Conics were not visible e,,·eu 
from oUl'mast-head, so that they plainly 
could not arrive before Ilight, while 
two officers, who had just come in a 
budgcrow from Ghazeepoor, said that 
if the wind f.liled ever so little I i,IlOuld 
!lot get there in one day. I therdilre 
wrote a few lines to Mr. Corrie, ex
plaiuing my plaus. and ad vising him tq 
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stay over Sunday at nuxar, and set off, 
finding as an additional reason for 
quittin~ my present situation, that the 
water 1n the river had fallen nearly 
a cubit in the course of the night, 
and that, if I remained, I might have 
some difficulty in getting the pinnace 
out of the colly. 1 had the usual sa
lute from the gaxTison, and left nuxar 
after a day of great and unexpected 
interest. 

The attendants in the school were of 
all ages, several young boys, some 
little girls, but the majority full-grown 
women. The boys were in the usual 
attire of other Indian children; the 
women and girls were decently wrapped 
up in their long shawls, barefooted, 
with the anklets and armlets usual 
with their countrywomen, but with no 
marks of caste on their foreheads. I 
heartily wished for some of the enemies 
of missions to see, in this small and 
detached instance. the good which, i;t 
a quiet and unpretending way, is really 
doing among these poor people. Cur
reem Musseeh was, I believe, a havildar 
in the Company's army, and his sword 
and sash were still hung up, with a not 
unpleasing vanity, over the de&k where 
be now Pl~bidl.'d as catechist j he is a 

very decent-looking, middle-aged mun, 
his white cotton clothes Ilnd turban ex
tremely clean, and his colour, like that 
of most oIthe illhabitants of ~ese pro
vinces, not very m,llch darker than the 
nativf's of the south of Europe. I am 
indeed often surprised to observe the 
difference between my dandees (who 
are nearly the colour of a black tl:a
pot) and the generality of the peasants 
whom we meet with on the shore or 
in the bazars. The difference of climate 
will not account for this, for I have 
never in Bengal felt the sun more 
powerful than it has been within these 
last few'days in nahar j nor, though 
th~ people he!~ wear rather more 
clothmg than tne lowest ranks of Ben 
galees, does this amount to more than 
a mantle over the head and shoulders, 
which, after all, they put on during 
the rain and breeze, not in the sun. I 
cannot help believing that as the lan
guage is different: so their race is also, 
and that in Bengal are some remains 
of an earlier, perhaps a negro stock, 
such as are now found in the Andaman 
islands, but who have been subdued 
by, and amalgamated with, the same 
northern conquerors who drove th? 
Pullarrees to their mountains. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

DUXAR TO DENARES. 

CarllmnulI-Ghazeepoor-lArd Cornwalhs'. Monument-Palaee-Salubrlty-Rose.FI"lds
Sutteel-Lepers-Dilk Journey-Seldpoor-~narea-Case or Native ChristilUls-Con. 
flrmatlon-"iaaion Schools-Description or Benarea-Natlve Houses-Pagodas-Vi8h. 
vayesa-Observatory-Jain Temple-Vid"laya.- Hindoo Astronomy-Srreet Preaclung
Amrut !tow-Visit rrom the Raja. 

A LITTl-E to the south-west of Btfxar 
we passed a large town with sonie neat 
mosques and the remains of a fort, 
named Chowsar, and a little further 
the mouth of a considerable river, the 
Caramnasa, W}IOSe singular properties 
I have before mel.tioned. It is for 
this river. which crosses the great road 
from Calcutta to Benares. that the rope
brid~e exhibited by Mr. Shakespear at 
Cosslpoor was intended by the Baboo 
Hamchunder Narain. At this place it 
is the boundary between the provinces 
of Bahar and Allahabad, and was, till 
the administration of Warren Hastings. 

. who pushed on the border to Benares, 
the extreme liOOt of the Company'fi 
territories. How vastly have they since 
been extended! The river is here 
much contracted i~ width, as might be 
expected after gettmg above the junc
tion of so many great tributary streams, 
and the banks are generally high and 
abrupt. Th~ country bas but little 
timber in comparison with Bengal, but 
would not be thought deficient in this 
respect in most parts of Europe. The 
trees are round-topped, few palms being 
seen, and the cultivation, wheat, oats, 
and pulse, intermixed with grass leys 
covered with vast herds of cattle. 

In passing along a colly, whien we 
entered a little after we left the Caram
nasa, I heard some disputing on deck, 
and suddenly found the boat going over 
to tlIe other side of the stream. On 
inquiry, the venetians being closed on 
the side where the difficulty was, I was 
told that some European serjeants, with 

some Company's boats under their 
charge, who bad put up for the night 
on that shore, had sent a message 
warning us off. lest our tow-line should 
occasion them some little trouble. I 
was angry, and asked the serang w by 
he attended to such an impertinent 

'order, and why he obeyed it without 
consulting me? He answered that one 
side 'Of the stream was really 115 good 
as the other, and that, as he expected 
soon to lugana for the night, he had no 
desire to be in the neighbourhood of 
such people. However, it is. I fear, a 
specimen of the way in which these 
gentry order about the natives, and 
even the European traders i not seeing 
any uniforms or white people in the 
boat, they perhaps took it for one of 
the floating shops which I have men
tioned. 

We brought to about a quarter of an 
hour afterwards, by a vast grass field, 
divided into butts by rows of the tall 
and beautiful cotton-grass. It is culti
vated for the "choppers" (thatched 
roofs) of bungalows, and also for ropes, 
and even for a coarse but strong kind 
of canvas. It evidently was regarded 
as a valuable crop. from the exactness 
with which it was planted. As no 
cows would eat it except in extreme 
hunger, it is safe from their attacks, 
and the intervening strips of grUBS 
afford a rich and noble pasture. I 
never saw. I tlIink, finer land. The 
banks of the river are all a light marly 
loam, like garden-mould, dry, sound, 
and friabll'. witlIout any intermixture 
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of stont's or cold clay, and with vefY 
little sand. Abdullah, who is a warm 
patriot, so far as his admiration of 
the climate, soil, and productions of 
Hindostan goes, and who is mucw 
pleased to observe the interest which 
I take in these mattellS, said, "Ah, my 
Lord, why not get leave to buy land in 
this good place imd good climate. My. 
Lally and children always have good 
health here. settle It on young lady, 
native of country, and call it Harriet
poor." I laughed, and told bim the 
reasons of the law which hindered the 
English from buying land in India; 
he owned that it was a very good law 
to prevent the English colltlctors and 
magistrates from being tt'mpted to ex
tort lands, as the Mussulmans had done, 
from the poople by false accusations, 
and added, that it was wonderful bow 
the English parliament took notice of 
every thing and every body. 

August 28.-1t is quite ext,raordinary 
to see bow mucb and how fast the 
"llters are subsiding; surely the rains 
have not ceased thus early! If they 
have, it would augur ill for my getting 
to Caw:lpoor by water, and (what I am 
far more afraid of) would make the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta very un
healthy. I have been visited within 
these few days by several large wasps 
or hornets, of greater bulk and, duller 
colours than those of England, but not 
so~umerous as to be troublesome. 

\.. G hazeepoor, where I arrived this day, 
is another large town or city, and froIn 
the river very striking, though, like all 
the Indian cities I have passed, its 
noblest huildings on approaching them 
turn out to be ruins. The river, though 
narrower than 1 have been lately ac
customed to see it, is still as wide as 
the Booghly at Cossipoor. At the 
eastern extremity of the town is a very 
hanusome though ruined palace, built 
by the Nawlib Cossim Ali Khan, the 
most airy and best contrived, 60 far as 
can be perceived from its outward ap
pearancE', of any of the eastern build
Ings which I have seen. Its verandahs 
are really magnificent, but its desola
tion is so recent, that it is very far from 
!>Cing a plel\~ing object on approaching 
pear enough tv perceive its decay. 11 

-
might still atno great expense be made 
one of the handsomest and best situated 
houses in India~ At the other ex
tremity of the town, and sepa~ted fjom 
it by gardens and scattered cottages, 
are the houses of the civil servants of 
the Company, mostly with ground-floors 
only, but Jarge and handsome, and I~ 
yond these is the military cantonment, 
ugly low bungalows, with sloping roofs 
of red tile, but deriving some advanta~ 
from the trees with which (very dif
ferent from the stately but naked bar
racks of Dinapoor) they are surrounded 
and interminglE'd. The most conspicu
ous among them is the monument to 
Lord Cornwallis, who died here on his 
w!y up the COImtry. It has a white 
dome like a pepper-pot, but when the 
young trees, which are growing up 
round it, shall have got a little higher, 
it will not look ill from the riv&r. 

Almost immediately as my vessel 
came to shore, Mr. MelviI!e, who had 
seen it in its approach, rame on board 
to say that. he had given up his own 
house, and was staying wlth Mr. C. 
Bayley, who hoped for my company 
also. In their agreeable society I passed 
the three days which I remained at 
Ghazeepoor, and from them obtained 
so much valuable information, that I 
cannot help regretting I had not time, 
and have not memory, to put down halt 
of it. Some difficulties were felt about 
a proper place for divine service next 
day, the place (an old riding-house) 
which had been used as a church before 
the station lost its chllplain. being in so 
ruinous a state that the quartermaster 
had reported it some tune since to 
Government as unsafe for any persons 
to assemble in. A Mr. Watson a 
tradesman in the place, Mweve?,o1-: 
fered his tong room, generally used for 
auctions, and sometimes for assemblies, 
which, now that the European regi
ment was absent, and the probab!e 
congregation less numerous than it 
otherwise would have been, answered 
the purpose extremely well, being large, 
airy, and furnished both with seats and 
punkahs. 

puring our drive this evening I had 
a nearer view of Lord Cornwallis's 
monument, which certaiul) does nut 
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improve on close inspection; it has 
been, evidently, a very costly building; 
its materials are excellellt, being some 
of the ft~st freestone IOlver saw, and 
it is an imitation of the celebrated 
Sil,yl's temple, of hlr&e proportions, 
solid masonry, and raIsed above the 
ground on a lofty and striking base· 
ment. But its pilfars, instead ofbeauti· 
fltl Corinthian well fluted, are of the 
meanest Doric. They are quite too 
slender for their height, and for the 
heavy entablature and cornice which 
rest on them. The dome, instead of 
springing from nearly the same level 
with the roof of the surrounding portico, 
is raised ten ft!Ct higher on a most ugly 
and unmeaning attic story, and the 
windows (which are quite useless) are 
the most extraordinary embrasures (for 
they resemble nothing else) that ever I 
saw out of a fortress. Above all, the 
huilding' is utterly unmeaning; it is 
neither a temple nof a tomb, neither 
has altar, statue, or inscription. It is, 
in fact, a "folly" of the same sort, but 
far mO/'c ambitious and costly, than 
that which is built at Barrackpoor,and 
it is vexations to think that a very 
handsome church might have been 
built, and a handsome marble monu· 
ment to Lord Cornwallis placed in its 
interior, for a.little more money than 
has been employed on a thing, which, 
if any foreigner saw it (an eveut luckily 
not very probahle), would afford sub
ject for mockery to all who read his 
travels, at the expense of Anglo.lndian 
ideas of architecture. Ugly as it is, 
howc,-er, by itself, it may yet be made 
a good u~e of, by making it serve the 
purpo~e ofa detached .. torre campanile" 
to the new church which is required for 
the station; to this last it would save 
the necessity of a steeple or cupola, and 
would much lessen the expense of the 
building; but the times are, I fear, un· 
!Jropitious for any grants of this nature 
from the Indian Government. Yet the 
wants of this station are so ur~ent, for 
when they have European soldIers here 
again, they will have no building of 
any kind to receive them for wor8hip. 
and the representation which the prin
cipal civil and military servants haye 
made to me is so strong, that it is ab. 

I 
!;9lutely my duty to urge the CabEl, aud 
II will certainly do so. 
, Sunda!!, A 1I91/st 29. -- Ur. Corrie 

(who from illne&s had been unable to 
undertake the whole duty at Buxar, 
and had arrived here )e&terday) read 
prayers, and I prmched, and admini. 
sterell the sacrament this morning to 
a small but very attentive congrega
tion, almost exclusively of the higher 
class. Afterward's I examined some 
children from the regimental school, 
which seems well managed. Though 
the fathers are absent, the wiVf's aud 
children of the 88th regime!lt remain 
here, and Government i.s also forming 
a considerable force of sepoys, 

August 30.-ln the evening I dron' 
w.ith Captain Carter, the quarter-mas
ter, to fix on the best ~pot for a church, 
and found none so good as that which 
I have already mentioned. The pre
sent, or rather the late church, 13 a 
very large building, thatchEd like a 
barn, with a wide span, which bas 
forced the side-walls out of the perpen· 
dicular; indeed, the whole is h a "ery 
forlorn condition, and I am surprisLd 
it has stood through these rains. 

August 31. - This morning early 
Mr. Melville took me to see the prison, 
which, like all the Company's gaols 
which I have seen, is very clean, airy, 
and apparently well managed,-and 
the old palace, now used as a custom· 
house, which I had ~o much aumm,tl 
coming up the river. The town, through 
which we pa5S('d, has no large hou~<'8 
except one, the property of a wealthy 
Mussulman, which is extremely like 
some of the old houses in Scotland, as re
presented in prints, and describd by the 
author of" 'Vaverley." Like all other 
native buildings it looks dingy and ne
glected, but appears in !,ood substantial 
repair, and is a strikiug object, more 
so, perhaps, than most of the Corinthian 
verandahs of ,calcutta, The bazars, 
through which we drove, are neat; 
and one of the streets so wide that one 
might have supposed oneself in an 
Engli~h country town. There ard the 
remains of an 01<1 castle here, now re
duced to little more than a high green 
mound, seatterl'U with ruins, and OWl'

hung with some fiue trees. Hut the 
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palace is, indeed, a very handsome 
ImiJding. It is approached from the 
land tJlrou~h a fine gateway, which, 
though diflering in a few particulars 
from the English Gothic, certainly be
longs to the same style of architecture, 
and excels the corres,Ponding structures 
of Dacca, in being, mstead of brick, of 
excellent stone. It is ill good repair, 
and has still its massive teak folding
doors, clenched with iron studs. and 
with the low-browed WlcKet m tne 
middle, like an English castle or col
lege. 

The most striking differences be
tween the English and Asiatic Gothic, 
lie in the broad projecting stone cor
nices which adom the latter, and to 
which I recollect no counterpart in 
Europe, though something approach
ing to them may be fOlIDd in the heavy, 
but picturesque eaves of the Florentine 
palaces, and though they are pretty 
closely imitated in wood in some of our 
old English black-and-white houses. 
In their gateways, likewise, and tnost 
other of their buildings, they avoid all 
tIlose flanking projections, round, or 
octagonal tUolTets and stair-cases, which 
our ancient English architects were so 
fond of; and, instead of tIlese, cut off 
tile corners of tIleir buildings into an 
octagonal form. There is good sense 
in both tIlese variations. In a climate 
where every breeze is precious, tIlose 
projectIons, which are useful shelters 
1n England, would be only nuisances; 
and tile depth of shadow and architec
tural effect of which they tIlus deprive 
themselves, is supplied in a ~at de
gree by tile projection of thelr kiosks 
and cornices, which are, at the same 
time, extremely convenient in a COtID
try so hot, and at certain seasons so 
r'tiny. There are two or three courts 
witllin the palace, surrounded by ruin
ous buildings, with an appearance, at 
first sight, of meanness, but offering, 
in detail, many beautiful specimens of 
architectllre. The arches here, how
ever, are few of tIlem Gothic, being 
mostly of tIlat kind which is generally 
called Moorish, t;pecimen! of which 
nlay be seen, if I recollect right, in 
Murphy's prints of the Alhambra. The 
columns are slender and octagonal, 

the arches semi-circular, but iLdented~ 
and tlJe bases of the columns are orna
mented witIJ flowt!rS and leaves, which 
seem interposed between tIlem'lnd their 
plinths. The tops of tile windows are 
like those of tile arcades, but generally 
enclosed in a square tablet, like what 
we see in Tudor-Gothic; the doors tlJe 
same. The banqueting-house is a 
very striking and beautiful building in 
tile form of a cross, open every way, 
ana supported by a multitude of pillars 
and arches, erected on an under-story 
of an octagonal form. Its south-east 
side abuts immediately on a terrace 
rising from tlJe river; tile four projec
tiOI:S of the cross, seem calculated to 
answer the double purpose of shadi4lg 
the octagonal centre, and giving room 
for the attendants, music, &c.; and the 
double line round the centre is a deep 
trench, which used to be filled, we arE.' 
told, with rose-wa~r when tile nawiH: 
and his friends were feasting in the 
middle, which still shows tile remains 
of a beautiful blue, red, and white 
mosaic pavement. It is now used as a 
warehouse to tlJe custom-house, and 
the men with swords and shlelds, who 
yet mOlIDt guard there, are police peons.. 
The building, however, is in a rapid 
state of decay, though it still might be 
restored, and, as a curious and beautiful 
object. is really worth restoring. 

I set off for Benares after brenkfasf. 
but made little progress, both the str~am 
and, by an nnfortllnate chance, the 
wind being unfavourabla Ghazecpoor 
is celebrated throughout India for tile 
wholesomeness of its air, and tlJe beauty 
and extent of its rose-gardens. Perhaps 
these in a good degree arise from the 
same cause,-tIle elevated level on 
which it stands, and tile dryness of its 
soil, which never retains tile moistllre, 
and after tile heaviest showers is, in a 
very few hours. fit ta walk on with 
comfort. That this must contribute to 
health is evident; and I suppose, from 
all which I have observed, tIlat it mus& 
be favourable to tile growtll of flowers. 
It is also another ampicious circum
stance in the sitllation of the city and 
cantonment, tIlat it has a noble reach 
of the river to the south-west, from 
which quarter the hot wmds generally 
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blow. De this as it may, the English 1 thought I had bidden adieu for th" 
regiments removed hithel' from the present to the followers of Hl'lIhma. 
other stations, have always found their Mr. Melville, however, assured me, to 
number 'of deaths diminish from the my surprise, that it was in the large 
Indian to the European ratio; and the towns only that the Mussulmalls wtere 
al,parent ht"alth of the inhabitants, both numerous, and that, taking the whol(" 
I<.nglish and uatives, realIy struck me province together, they were barely an 
as doing justke to the favourable re- eleventh part of the population, among 
ports of the air. The country round the remamder of whom Hindooism ex-
18 as flat as India generally is, and the isted in all its strength and Ligotry. 
roses were not in bloom. There was, Suttees are mote abundant here than 
however, a very brilliant display of even in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, 
flowers and flowering shrubs of other but chiefly confined to the lower ranks, 
Jciods in the different lanes and hedges, The last yearly return amounted to 
as well as in the pleasure-grounds of above forty, and there were several of 
~ European residents. which no account was given to the 
lThe rose-fields, which occupy mtlny magistrate. It has been, indeed, a 

hundred acres in the neighbourhood, singular omission on the part of Go
are described as, at the proper season, vernment that, though an ordiusnce 
extremely beautiful.,) They are cuIti- has been passed, commanding all pel'
'Vated for distillatiot(, and for making sons celebratin~ a suttee to send in 
.. attar." Rose-water is both good and notice of their lDtention to the nearest 
cheap here; the price of a seer, or police-officer, no punishment has been 
weight of two pounds (a large quart) prescribed for neglect of this order; 
of the best being eight anas, or a shil- nor has it ever been embodied in the 
ling. The attar is obtained after the standing regulations, So as to make it 
rose-water is made, by setting it out law, Or authorise a magistrate to com
during the night and till sun-rise in mit to prison for contempt of it. If 
the morning in large open vessels ex- Government mean their orders respect
posed to the air, and then sJcimming off ing the publicity of suttees to be obeyed, 
the essential oil which floats at the top. thel must give it the proper efficacy; 
The rose-water which is thus skimmed while, if suttees are not under the in
bears a lower price than that which is spection of the police, the most horrible 
warranted with its cream entire; but murders may be committed under their 
Mr. Bayley said there is very little name. This struck me verv forcibly, 
perceptible difference. To produce one from two facts which were incidentall.Y 
rupee's weight of attar, two hundred told me. It is not necessary, it seem>!, 
thousand well-grown roses are required. for the widow who offers herself, to 
The price, even on the spot, is extrava- burn actually with the body of her 

_ gant, a rupee's wei~ht being sold in the husband. His garments, his slippers, 
bazar (where it IS often adulterated his walking-staft'-anything which has, 
with sandal-wood) for 80 s. r., and at at any time, been in his possession, will 
the English warehouse, where it is do as well. Brahmin widows, indeed, 
warranted genuine, at 100 s. r., or 10l. I are, by the 8ha8ter, not allowed thi. 
Mr. Melville. who made some for him- privilege, but must burn with th'" 
self one year, said he calculated that body, or llot at all. This, however, is 
the rent of the land, and price of uten. unknown or disregarded in the di.!.trict 
lils, really cost him at .the rate of' 51. of Ghazeepoor, and most other regionl 
for the above trifling quantity, without of India. But th,e person of whom I 
lIeckoning ribk, labour of servants, &c. was told was no Brahmin; be was a 

The whole district of Ghazeepoor is labourer, who had left his family in a 
fertile in corn, pasture, and fruit-trees. time of scarcity, and gone to live (as 
The popullition is great, and the mosques was believed) in the neighhourhooJ. (\f 

. and Mussulmans in the shops and tltrE'ets M oorsbeuabad, whence he had once, in 
Rre so numerous, and there are so few the course of beveral years, sent hill 
pagodas of any importance visible, tha~ I wife a small SUUl of money from hiJ 
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savings, by a friend who was going up friend said he had no doubt that hil\! 
the country. Such remittanC{'s, to the interference in such a case. between man 
honour of the labouring class in Iudia, and wife, was TCgllfded as singularly 
are usual, and, equally to their honour, vexatious and oppressive; and ~e added, 
when intrusted to anyone to collvey. .. The truth is. so very little value do 
are very seldom embe~led. Some these people set on thelT own liYes, that 
years after. however, when the son of we cannot wonder at their caring little 
the -absentee was grown up, he returned for the life of another. The cases ot 
one day from a fair at a little distance, suicide which come before me double 
saying he had heard bad news, and those of suttees j men, and still more 
that a man IInIl1lQW/i had told him his women, throw themselves down wells. 
father was dead. On this authority or drink poison. for apparently the 
the widow determined to burn herself, 'lightest reasons, generally out of' some 
and it was judged sufficient that an old quarrel, and in order that their Llood 
garmellt ot the supposed dead man may lie at their enemy's door. and un. 
should be burned with her. Now, it less the criminal in question had had 
is very plain how easil;r, it the son an ,old woman ~t hand, and in his 
wanted to get rid ot hLq mother, he power, he was likely enough to Lave 
might have brought home such a story burned himself." Human sacrifices. 
to induce her to burn, and it is also as of children, are neYeT heard \Jf now 
very plain that, whE>ther she was will- in these provinces, but it still some
jng or no, he might carry her to the times happens that a leper is burnt or 
stake, and (if the police are to take no buried alive j an<lo as these murders 
cognizance of the matter) might burn are somewhat blended also with reli~ 
her under pretence of a suttee. How gious feeling, a leper being supposed 
little the interference of neighbours is to be accursed of the gods, the Sudder 
to be apprehended in such cases, and Dewannee, acting on ~e same priu
how little a female death is cared for, ciple, discourages, as I am told, all in
may appear by another circumstance, terference with the practice. The best 
which occurred a short time ago at a way, indeed, to abolish it would be to 
flmall distance from the city of Gha- establish lazar-houses, where these poor 
zeepoor, when, in consequence of a dis- wretches should be Iljaintained, and, if 
vute which had taken plac~ between possible, cured, or at all eVlDts kept 
two small freeholders about some land, separate from the rest of the people, a 
one of the contending parties. an old policy by which, more than anything 
man of seyenty and upwards, brought, else, this hideous disease has been ex
his wife, of the same age, to the field tirpated in Europe. 
in question, forced her, with the assist- All these stories have made a very 
ance of their c11ildren and relations, painful impression on me. ] f I live to 
into a little straw hut built for the return to Calcutta it is pos~ible that. 
purpose, and burned her and the hut by conversation with such of my friends 
together, in order that her death might as have influence, and by the help of 
hring a curse on the soil, and her spirit what additional knowledge I may have 
baunt it after death. so that his sue- acquired during this tour, J may obtain 
cessful antagonist should never derive a remedy for some of them. And it is 
any advantage from it. On some hor- in order that this anxiety may not pass 
ror and surprise being expressed by away, but that I may really do some 
the gentleman who told me this case. little for the people among whom my 
one of the officers of his court. the lot is thrown, that I have put down 
~ame indeed who had reported it to more fully the facts which have come 
him, not as a horrible occurrence, but to my knowledge. I have on a former 
as a proof how spiteful the parties had occasion noticed the opiJ.ions of most 
been against each other, said, very public' men in India on the important 
coolly ... Why noH-she was a very question of putting down suttees byau
old woman,-what use was ~he?" The thority. Whether this is attempted or 
old murderer was in prison, but my not. it seems at least highly necessary 
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that the regulations should be enforced all the higher officers of the 7J:rt ure 
which the Indian GOYfrnment itself l'<iucated persons. Persian is, as a lan
had declared desirable; and that those guage, so much superior in clearness 
instancefwhich are really murder, on and brevity to Hindoostane€, that bu
Hilldoo as well as Christian principles, siness is greatly facilitated by employ
should not escape nnpunished. Of the ing it, and "llce even Oordoo it,clf is 
natural disposition of the Hindoo, I still unintelligible to a great part of the Hin
see abundant reason to think highly, doos, there is no particular rea~on fot 
nnd Mr. Rayley and 1\11'. Melville both preferring it to the more polished lan
agreed with me that they are constitu~ guage. The honesty of the Hindoo 
tiollally kind-hearted, industrious, sober, law-officers is !;poken very ill of; they 
and peaceable, at the same time that seem to become worse the nearer they 
they show themselves, on proper occa- approach the seat of justice. The rea
sions, a manly and courageous people. bOU perhaps is not hard to discover; 
All that is bad about them appears to they are in situations where they may 
arise either from the defective motives do a great deal of misehief; their re~ 
which tlleir religion supplies, or .the gular salaries are wretchedly small. a 
wicked actions which it records of their part even of these arise from fees ofwn 
gods, or encourages in their own prac~ oppressive and difficult to obtain, and 
tiel'. Yet it is strange to see, though they are so much exposed to getting a 
this is pretty generally allowed, bow bad name even while th('y exact merely 
slow men are to admit the advantage what is their due, that they become 
or necessity of pl'op~ting Christianity careless of reputation, and anxious by 
amoug them. Crimes uuconnected with all underhand means to swell their 
religion are not common in Ghazee.. profits. Much evil arises in India from 
poor. There are affr'dYs, but such as the insufficient maDner in which the 
arise out of di~p!ltes between Moham- subaltern native servants of Govern~ 
medan and Hindoo processions at the ment are paid. In the case of the town 
time of the Mohurrun, in which blood duties, a toll-keeper, through whose 
is sometimes drawn. The police is hands the dues of half a district pass, 
numerous Ilnd effective, and the than- receives as his own share three TIlpees 
nadars, &c., though they had been here a !Lonth t For this he has to kc('p a 
also, in the first instance, forgotten in regular account, to stop every boat or 
the perpetual settlement, have been hackcry, to seareh them in oruer to 
better provided for since than those of prevent smuggling-, and to bear thc 
Bahar; but the tenants on the t;mall abuse and curses of all his neighbonrs. 
and divided estates in these provinces What better eould lie e3:pected from 
are worse off than those on the larger such a man, but that he should cheat 
properties in Bahar. Estates here are both siues, withholding from his em
se!uom large, and the holdings very plorers a large portion of the sums 
mlliute. whlch he receives, and ex.tracting from 

The languag'! spoken by the common the poor country people, in the shape 
people is lIindoostanee, of a "ery cor- I of presertts, surcharges, ex.pedition and 
rupt kind. The good "lJordoo" is' connivanc~money, a fai' greater sum 
chIefly confined to the army ant! courts tllall he is legally entitled to demand? 
of justice. When a person under eX3- September I.-We advanced this day 
ruination once answered in it with un- across the river by the aid of a favour
usual fiuen<'y and rroprietv, Mr. Mel- nble wind, which just lasted long 
ville's native chiI' officer 'said, with a ellOllgh ta induce me to decline a very 
sagacious nod, "That fellow talks good kind invitation sent by Mr. Dayley and 
Oordoo I He has been in prison betore Mr. Melville t.o retul'U to them (ueing 
to-day!" All legal writings, records, still within sight of Ghazecpoor) awl 
&e, are in Persian, a rule which Mr. Jlroceed by Di'tk on Fridayaftcnloon. 
Melville thinks good. Persian hold- The wind, however, was of con~ider
mg in India the place of Latin in Eu.. Ill,le ~(,n'ice, since the placc where we 
rope, in consequence of tllis regulatioll, now werc, Zermincch, is famous tor 
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the tim'! which boats are often detained 
there. After crossing the river, we 
proceeded a very little against the 
~tl'eu.m. 

&l'tember 2.- In addition to the 
E'tream, wc had now thtt wind against 
us, but notwithstanding were dragged 
on with much difficulty six: or eight 
miles, as far as a village named Chuc
keepoor, where further progress, without 
great additional help. became impos
sible, the bauks being high, steep, and 
crumbling, and the river perilously 
rapid. There were, at least, twenty 
\'e~sd$ of difft!rent sizes already set fast 
and moored, a little a-head of us, wait-' 
illg for a westerly wind. I therefore 
st'nt to the Jemautdar of Chuckeepoor 
to desire him to hire fifty men for tile 
next day, to pull the boats past thl! 
difficulty, and, since Mohammed con
f,'ssed that he now saw no chance of 
the piunace reach in&, Denares before 
Sunday evening, to hire bearers also to 
carry me to Seidpoor, on the regular. 
DiU; road, where I felt convinced that 
my Ghazeepoor frit'nds, knowing how 
the wind was, would ha"e relays sta
tJoned ~qr me. The Corries arrived at 
the same point a little before me, as in 
tr.lckiug. a budge row, even of the hea
'bt hllld, haG on advantage over a 
'c~bel with salb aud rigging. 

&pte1JtiJer 3 -Forty-five men at
t..!nded this morning, of whom some 
were di,perscd among the other boats, 
hut with the addition of her crew, the 
Cora bad forty men at the drag-line; 
, .f these we had two, lest one should 
break, both new and strong ones. This 
wa.s a necessarJ prrcaution, because if' 
the tow-line breaks, the boat is in con
siderable danger. The country people 
said that they had seen a budgerow 
Ii tcrall y daslJed to pieces the year be
fOl'e in the very place where we were 
lying. The people were saved with 
great diffictllty. but everything on 
ooard was lost, and hardly two planks 
of the boat remained together. The 
stre:J.IU is indeed like that of a cataract. 
anJ the bank so high and crumbling, 
that the trackers work at a great dis
advantage, as tht,y dare Dot come close 
to the edge, and have to wind their 
way through trces and brushwood, aud 

.. 
among the llillars of an old pagoda. At 
length havmg occupied four hours in 
advancing nine miles, the current be
coming slacker, the boatmen ooid they 
could get on without fuI'ther help. I 
therefore dismissed mv labourers, well 
satisfied with a prese~t of four ntpe<:s 
to be divided among them, and set out 
on my first Dilk journey, I had 
twelve bearers, the road between this 
place and Seidpoor lying through nelds 
and broken country, a double number 
being, as I was assur~d, necessary, par
ticularly as it w~ not certain that I 
should find a relief on this side Denares, 
a distance oftwenty-fonr English miles. 
I ljpd my clothes and writing-desk in 
two petarrahs (a"Sort of wicker tox), 
which one man carried slung on a 
bamboo across his shoulders, my matt. .. 
bearer to run with m(;!, and besides lit ht 
refreshments, I was told to take my 
pistols. Such is the usual style in 
which Dak jout'neys are madl' in 
India; and, it may serve as an addi
tional proof of the redundant popula
tion and cheapness of labour, that this 
number of bearers are obtained for 
such severe and unpleasant work, at 
about twelve shillings for the stage, 
varying from six: to ten miles. The 
men set out across the meadows at a 
good round trot of about four miles an 
hour, grunting like pavionl'S in Eng
land, a custom which, like paviours, 
they imagine eases them under their 
LUI,then. The road, however, soon be
came too uneven for a rapid progreFs, 
and we were above threll hours in 
reaching SeidpOQr, a distance of eight 
miles. There were indeed some diffi
cult fords by t,he way, owing to the 
late rain, and no better road than tJle 
paths leading from one village to an
other. The Ganges was in sight al
most all the time, though our COUT!e 
lay a little inland. The country is 
f"rtil~IU;d populous, with a good deal 
of fine timbt!l', hut very few palms; 
the cuI tivation chiefly of millet, pulse, 
and Indian corn. In coming to 8.Dy 
deep nullah, or steep bank, the bearers 
displayed considerable adroitness in 
supporting their burthen. Only four 
cUn usually put tlleir shoulders to a 
palanquin at the same time. But tliU!lC 



1M BISHOP HEBER'S [Cll'AP. xu. 

who "ere not under the poles thrust 
stuut bumboos under the bottom of the 
palauquin, and took hOld of the ends 
on eachfside, so that the strength of 
six men more was, for the .time. brought 
into action. They required indeed 
such aid, since the road was certainly 
f..tr from good, while the bearers were 
not a vcry stout set, and probably were 
agricultural labourers, not in the habit 
of DG.k travelling. The motion is nei
tht!r violent nor unpleasant. It is in
cessant, however, and renders it impos
sible to draw, and not very convenient 
to r~ad, except a large print. 

Seid~llir I found It little country 
town, w very narrow streets, ha'ling 
verandahed ranges of shops on each 
side; the houses genprally one story 
above the ground, built of clay, with 
red tile roofs, and extr~mely projecting 
eaves. There were a bttle old mosque, 
and a pagoda, boto of stone. The 
latter, like most in this neighbourhood, 
was surmounted by a sort of pyramidi
cal sllire, which, seen amidst the tall 
peepul-trees, by which it was sur
rounded and' overtopped, ~ve the place 
some little air of all Bnglish village. I 
made the men set me down under the 
shade of the peepul-trees, and sent my 
bearer to the Dak-master of the place. 
A very good-looking young man soon 
made his appearance, with pretty much 
the air of It smart young farmer, who 
had a comtnission in a volunteer corps. 
His dress was the common shirt and 
cummerbund, but his turban was very 
neat; he had embroidered shoes, his 
sword, the mark of his office, was tied 
with a military belt round his waist, 
and had a silver hilt and red scabbard, 
and his beard was trimmed very 
sprucely, It la militaire. He was fol
lowed by two police burkandazes with 
their usual equi pment of sword and 
shield, and It number of bearers, whom, 
he said, the Dak-wala, being obliged 
to go from home, had left ready for me, 
by his orders, in consequence of a letter 
he had received from Mr. Mp}ville. 
He was, be added with a lOW bow, the 
iemautdar at my service, and asked if 
1 wished either himself or his men to 
~,"uard me. I thanked him, bllt said 
this was quite unnecessary; but he 

replied he would, however, see me 
through the town, and, in fact, was of . 
consideraLle use in clearing the way 
through the baskets, bags, and hacke
ries, of a small but crowded market
place. He had brought eight bcarersJ 
besides two more with a sort of flam
beaUlt, wrapped up in coarse canvas 
painted red and white, useless enough 
lU the middle of the day, but who 
always accompany Dak travellers. 

We set off at the same round trot as 
before, but along a much better road, 
being smooth, wide, and straight, 
through corn-fields and meadows, with 
an evident, though abortive attempt, 
to rear a row of young trees on each 
side. The English magistrates ot 
India are fond, and with reason, ot 
such avenues, and many have been 
planted of late years; the young trees 
are each of them surrounded with low 
mud banks by way of fence, but the 
precaution appears very often insu1li

'cient to save them from the cows, and, 
still more, the goats of the common 
people. After proceeding about four 
miles, we came to the ferry of the 
Goomty, which is, at this time of the 
yeru', a considerable river. I expected 
to be delayed here, but nothing of the 
kind occurred. The boat, a broad and 
substantial one, had a platform of wood 
covered with clay across it~ middle. 
The palanquin, with me in it, was 
placed on this with its length athwart 
the vessel, the mftngee ~teered, and 
some of the Dak-bearers took up oars, 
so that we were across in a very short 
time. Two mcu mounted on call1~ls 
were at the same time endl'avouring til 
ford the stream. I saw them making 
a long circuit amoD~ SOllie mar~hy 
islands, but did not WItness th~ir ulte
rior progress. They crossed, howeYl.'r, 
for they overtook me at the next vil
lage. 

About three o'clock we came to II 
pleasant village, with a good bazar 
and some fine bamboos, where I dC'l:(,r
mined to wait for my bagg:lge, whicb 
had fallen behind. I sat accordingly 
in the shade, amused by the usual little 
sights and occurrences of 11 village, and 
(mlv differing in the costume and com
plexion of the people from what one 
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might have seen in England. Several asked again whether I should be there 
couutr,) lasst's passed with their kedge- to dinner? At this question, which, 
ree pots of water on their heads, their considering what h\'l had said befo1'(', 
anus loaded with alternate rings of was absurd enough, the bear61'S again 
silver and red la(', an.d their bare ankles laughed, and I begged him to tell Mr 
also in silver shackles, their foreht'ads Brooke, with my salam, that 1 hoped to 
dyed red, and their noses, and ears dis- be at his house before night, on which 
figured by monstrous rings of the same he set off ahng the Benares road at full 
metal. A set of little naked boys sus- gallop. 
pended their play at a lIort of prison- I was a good deal annoyed at the 
bars, and came Ilear to look at me; non-appearance of my luggage, till one 
the two camels which 1 had passed of the camel-men told me that it was 
came slowly up the street, and a little quite safe, for he had seen it before he 
boy smartly dressed, and mounted on a left Seidpoor, under the care of the 
very pretty pony, I suppose the son of jemautdar, who had been unable to get 
the zemindar, came out to take his bearers for it. I therefore again set 
evening ride, conducted by an old rus- out. and was soo~ .. after greeted by a 
tie-looking saees, with a leading rein. second trooper, an elderly man, wi~ a 
At length a young man in a sort of long beard dyed a carroty red, which 
Cossack military dress, and with a sabre made Ii whimsical contrast with his 
by his side, ran out in a great hWTY dusky skin, but which"as I afterwards 
from a little shop, and with an air and learned, is no unfrequent piece of fop
manner which well became one who pery in Asia wi~ those who do not 
had been passing some time in an ale- think the "hoary head a crown of 
house, asked me if I knew anything of glory." For his services I found I 
the .. Lord Padre Sahib." On telling was indebted to the kindness of Mr. 
him I was the person, he checked" his Macleod, the magistrate of Benares, 
faltering voice and visage incomposed," and either naturally or accidentally, I 
joined his hands, and gave me the "bu- found him a much clearer-headed fel
hoot salam" of Mr. Brooke, that he had low than the other. He offered to go 
charged him to go and meet mc, to let on to SeidJ.>oor to inquire about my 
me know that dinner was at four o'clock, baggage, tIll I told hun it had been 
to ask whether he could be of any use left in the care of the jemautdar. 
to me, and if not, to bring back word "Good, he is a good man," said he; 
how soon I might be expected, and if .. but as night is coming on I will tell 
there were any gentlemen with me., the burkandaz of this village to go to 
I told him I was waiting for my bag- meet it at the Goomty, and bring it 
~e and servant, on which he ran olf safe on to the next Dak-house, where 
as If he were " demented," and pulling we can give further orders, and I will 
out a trooper's horse from under a shed, soon overtake your honour." Thesc 
scampered away towards the Goomty, mounted gens d'armes are the usual 
with a zeal which made my bearers attendants of magistrates of the higher 
burst into Q laugh. He returned, how- rank in all the upper provinces, who 
ever, almost immediately, having met have also an apparatus of spears in 
some fanners, who. seated on their their train, more imposing, in my eye!!. 
little ponics, with their coarse cotton than all the silver-sticks of Calcutta. 
,mantles over one shoulder, and their At the Dak-house, where J am'wd 
long naked legs and broad feet thrust about dusk. Mr. Macleod's kindness 
into short rope stirrups, were returning, had stationed bearers, and massaulchies, 
I believe, from Seidpoor market, and whose lights were now really useful. 
who, as well as the camel riders, who Mr. Brooke, too, had stationed four 
llOW came up, assured me that no pc- burkandazes, with swords and shields. 
tarrahs or servant had yet crossed ~e to see me safe and show ~e the way, so 
ferry. The horseman now begged hi\; that my last stage, which lay chiefly 
dismissal, that he might carry the news through a wide avenue of tall trees, 
of my approach to Mr. Brooke. and was very picturesque, from the .ariOll.' 
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tints and groupes seen by the light of 
the flambeaux, the sabres, the whiskers, 
turbans, and naked liltlbs of my bearers, 
guard$, nnd conductors. We left Be
nares considerably to the left, in order 
to reach Mr. Brooke's house at Secrole. 
Mr. Brooke has been fifty-six years in 
India, being the oldest of the Company's 
resident servants. He is a very fine 
healthy old man, his manners singularly 
courteous I\lld benevolent; and his tone, 
in speaking Hindoostanee and Persian, 
such as marks a man who has been in 
the habit of conversing much with 
natives of high rank. Though I was 
his guest, I was not in his house, but 
in one he had borrowed from Dr. 1;eld, 
tqe surgeon of the station, a very good 
house, and extremely well qualified 
either for lodging guests or giving en
tertainments. 

At dinner to-day were, besides Dr. 
Yeld, only Mr. Flj'lZer and Mr. Mac
leod, whose care of me on the road I 
mentioned, and whom I had met at 
Ghazeepoor. I remember to have 
larown him by sight in Oxford, as 
rather my junior, and a p:reat friend 
of Wilsoll, since well known as author 
of the "City of the Plague." I now 
find him a very agreeable and well
informed man, less altered. I think, in 
exterior, than most of my college con
temporaries. On the whole, the day 
was a very intert':'sting one; and the 
details of my little journey, though un
marl{('d by any important event, had 
introduced me to scenes and situations 
which were new to me, and which I 
llave 110t bf'en sorry to write down 
while the effect of the first impression 
remains unpalled by repetition. Mr. 
Flazer is chaplain of this station, and I 
am told, extremely popular and ex.
emplary. 

~eptemlil'r 4. - This morning was. 
chiefly pa~sed in arral1f:,>1.ng with Mr. 
Frazer, 1\1r. Morris the church mis
sionary, aud other gentll'men, the cere
monies of the following day. In order 
to give the persons cOI;firmed an early 
opportunity of reeeiving the commu
nion, it was desirahle that the confirma
tion should, llS at Dacca, precede the 
consecration of the church. This even
iug was the timt' first fixed on by me 

for the former, but it was found that 
the Mohammedan faM of the l\lohurrun. 
now just terminating, which always 
cOllcludes with ffocessions, firing 01 
guns, beating o. drums, and other 
mUbic, would make it impossible for 
any body to hear what was said, inas
much as the principal processions pass, 
usually, close to the church-yard. It 
was therefore at length determined, as 
the only arrangement suited to the cir
cumstances of the time and climate, 
that the morning prayer and confirma
tion service, without the comm1Ulion, 
should be read at seven o'clock on Sun
day morning, and that the church ~hould 
be consecrated, and the communion ad
ministered. at seven o'clock the ~allle 
evening. 

September 5.-At six this morning 1 
attended the Hindoo$tanee placeofwor
ship, a small bnt neat chap .. l. built by a 
subscription raised when Mr. Corrie 
was llere, and under his au~pi('es. The 
cODq:regation consisted of about thirty 
grown persons, and twelve or fourtten 
children. Mr. :Morris. the church mis
sionary, read the Morning Service, 
Litany, and Commandmentsl frOID the 
Hindoostanee compendium of our Li
turgy, which unfortunately is as yet 
without the Psalms. I gave the Bene
diction for the first time in Hindoo
stanee, and then hastened to the church, 
which I found a small but very neat 
building. The candidates for confir
mation were thirty, of whom four were 
y01Ulg artillery-men, and fourteen na.
tive Christians. To the latter I re
peated the question, and pronounced 
the Benediction in Hindoostanee. The 
case of one of these men had occasioned 
me some perplexity the day be1(m~. 
when Mr. Morris stated it to me; but 
I had now made up my miud. lIe Vias 
a convert of Mr. Corrie's, and six years 
ago married a woman who then pro
fessed herself a Christian, bl1t ~VOh 
llfterwal'ds ran away from him and 
turned Mussulman, in which profes
sion she was now living with another 
man. The husband had applied to the 
magistrate to recover her, Lut, on the 
woman declaring that she was 110 
Chlistian, and did not choose to be. tlle 
wife of one, he said he could nut com-
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pel her. The husb:l.ud, inconsequel1c~, 
about two years ago, appli€'d to Mr. 
Frazer to marry him to another woman. 
Mr. Frazer declined doing so, as no 
divol'ce had taken place; on which he 
took the woman without marriage, and 
had now two children by her. For 
this he had beeu r<.>pelled ffom the com
munion by Mr. !forris, but still con
tinued to frequent the church, and was 
now very anxious for confirmation. 
After some thought, I came to the 
conclusion that the man should be re
proved for the precipitancy with which 
he had formed his first connexion, and 
the scandal which he had sin<.>e occa
sioned j but that he might be admitted 
both to confirmation and the com
munion, and might be married to the 
'Woman who now held the place of a 
wife to him. It seemed a case to 
'" hich St. Paul's rule applied, that if 
an unbelieving husband or 'Wife chose 
to depart, on religious grounds, from 
their believing partner, this latter was, 
in <.>onsequence, fr~. At all events, 
8S th~ runaway womau was, if a wife, 
living iu open adultery, it was plain 
that he had a right to "put her away." 
Though the laws of the country pro
vided him no remedy, yet, as a matit'r 
of conscience, this right might be fitly 
determined on by his religious guides ; 
a.lld I conceived myself warranted to 
dpclare him dh'orced and at liberty to 
marry again. My detel1Dination, I 
found, gave great satisfaction to Mr. 
Frazer and Mr. Morris, both of whom 
said, that without some such permis
sinn the state of new converts would be 
often very hard, and that the usual 
reml'dies supplied by the canon law 
would be, to men in such circum
stances, utterly unattainable. I had 
some conversation witll the man, who 
spoke a little English. and saw no 
reason to repent my decision, since I 
found him tolerably well informed in 
the principles of Christianity, and, to 
aU appearance, earnest in its profes
sion. 

We dined lktwecn services. In the 
evening the church was extremely full, 
and there were, I think, fifty communi
eants, almost all who had been con
firmed attending. To the natives I 
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gave the com ion, Otb.e ~l:"Jc 
panying words, 1 heilH~nU a'gi: 

September 6.- e~4' 'l)I' 
with Mr. l.<'razer to ~ I • ~no:R-
in the city, which t 1 <large" 
house well adapted for t _ ~e!and 
made over to the Church l\fi~ 
Societr, together with other tenements 
adjoinlDg, by a rich Ben galee baboo, 
Dot long since dead in Benares, whom 
Mr. Corrie had jilmost persuaded to be 
com¥ a Christian, but who at length ap 
pears to have settled in a sort of general 
adroir\ition of the beauty of the Gospel, 
and a wish to improve the state of know
ledge and morality among his country
melA In these opinions he seems to 
have been followed by his son, Cali~un
ker Gossant, now living, and also II. libe
ral ben~ctor to this and other esta
blishments for national education Ill' 
India. The house is a native dwell
ing, containing on ~he ground-floor se
veral small low rooms, in which are the 
junior classes, and, above, one large and 
lofty hall supported by pillars, where 
the Persian and English classes meet, 
besides II. small room for a library. The 
boys OD the establishment are about one 
hundred and forty in number, under the 
care of an English schoolmaster, as
sisted by a Persian moonshee. and two 
Hindoostanee writing-masters, the whole 
under tl;l.e inspection of a catl'chist, :\ir. 
Adlington, a clever young man, and II. 
candidate for orders. The boys read 
Oordoo, Persian, and English before me 
extremely well, and answered questi<lns 
both in English and Hindoostanee with 
great readiness. The English· books 
they read were the New Testament and a 
compendium of English history. They 
also displayed great proficiency in writ
ing (Nagree, Persian, and English), 
arithmetic, in which their multiplica
tion table ex:tended to 100 X 100, geo
graphy, and the use of the globes. To 
judge from their dress. they were mostl y 
belouging to the middling class of life. 
Many, I think the majority, had the 
Brahminical string. I asked the cate
chist and schoolmaster if any of these 
boys or their parents objected to their 
reading the New Tcitament. Theyall
swered that thev had never heard any 
obJection mad\!, ~or had the least rt; ..... lll 

l\I 
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to believe that any wa<; fdt. The boys, 
they said, were very fond of the New 
Testament, and I can 'i.nswer for their 
underlilllMing it. I wish a majority 
of Engli&n school-boys might appear 
.~qually well-informed. The seene was 
II very int2resting one j there were pre
sent the patron of the school, CaJisun
ker Gossant, a shrewd and rather osten
tatious, but a well-mannered baboo, his 
second son, a fine and well-educated 
young man, Mr. Macleod and .Mr. Prin
sep, the magistrates of the place, floth 
very acute critics in IIindoostanee and 
Persian, some ladies, and a crowd of 
swords. spears, and silver-sticks on the 
stair-clse (whose bearers, by the ~y, 
seemed to take as much interest as auy 
of us in what was going on) .. One, how
ever, or the most pleasing sigl\ts of all, 
was the calm but intellSE' pleasure visi
ble 011 Archdeacon Corrie's face, whose 
efforts and intluellc~ had first broull'ht 
this e~tablishment into activity, and 
who now, after an interval of several 
years, was witnessing its usefulness llnd 
pro~perity. 

In our way to and from the Behopl I 
had an opportunity of seeing something 
of Benares, which is a very remarkable 
city, more entirel y and characteristically 
Eastern than any which I have yet seen, 
and at the same time altogether dif
f!:'rent from anything in Bengal. No 
Europeans live in the town, nor are the 
streets wide enough for a wheel-carriage. 
Mr. Frazer's gigwllsstoppedshort almost 
in its entrance, and the rest of the way 
was passed in tonjons, through alleys so 
erowded, SQ narrow, and so winding. 
that even a tonjon sometimes passl:d 
with difficulty. The houses are mostly 
lofty, none, 1 think, leRs than two sto
ries, most of three, and several of fi ve 
or six, a sight which I now for the first 
time saw in India. The streets, like 
those of Chester, are eonsidera\Jly lower 
than the ground-floors of the houses, 
which have mostly arched rows in front, 
with little shops behind them. Above 
these the houses are richly embellished 
with verandahs, galleries, projecting 
oriel windows, and very broad and 
overhanging eaves, supported by carved 
brackets. The number of temples is 
ferl great, mostl,6Illall, axul stuck like 

shrines in the angles of the str~ets and 
under the shadow of the lofty houses. 
Their forms, however, are not nngrace 
ful, and they are many of them entirely 
covered over with beautiful and elalJO
rate carvings of flowers, animals, and 
palm-branches, equalling in minutenesl.' 
and richness the best specimens that I 
have seen of Gothic or Greciau archi
tecture. The material of the buildings 
is a. very good stone from Chunllr, bu' 
the Hindoos here seem fond of paintin/l: 
them a deep red colour, and, indeed, of 
covering the more conspicuous parts of 
their hon&es with p:1intings in gaudy 
colours of flower-pots, men, wOlmn. 
hulls, elephants, gOds, and goddesses, 
in all their many-formed, many-headed, 
many-handed, and many-weaponed va
rieties. The sacred bulls devoted to 
Siva, of every nge, tame and familiar as 
mastiffs, walk lazily up and down these 
narrow streets, or are seen lying across 
them, and hardly to be kicked up (any 
blows, indeed! given them must be,of 
the gentlest kind, or woe be to the pro
fane wretch who braves the prejudices 
of this fanatic population) in order to 
make way for the tonjon, M('ukeys 
sacred to Hunimaun, the di "ine ape 
who conquered Ceylon for Rama, are 
in some parts of the town e(luaUy nu
merous, clinging to all the roofs and 
little projections of the temples, putting 
their impertinent heads and hands into 
every fruiterer's or confectioner's 6hop, 
and snatching the food f'rom the chilo 
dren at their meals. Fakirs' houses, as 
they are caUed, occur at every turn, 
adorned with idols, and sending ont an 
l1nceasillg tinkling and ~trnmmillg of 
vinas, biyals, and other discordant in
strumeutll, while religious mendicants 
of every Hiudoo sect, offering every 
conceh-able dl'formitywhich chalk,cow
dung, di~ease, matted locks, distort.ed 
limbs, and disgusting and hideous atti
tudes of penance can show, literally line 
the principal streets on both sides. The 
numh~r of blind persons is very great 
(1 was going to say of lepers also, bllt 
I am not sure '1'\ hether the appearance 
on the skin may not have been filth and 
chalk), and here I saw repeated in· 
stancl's of that penance of which I had 
heard much in Europe, of mal ... itll 



!:lrAI'. XII.J lNDIAN JOUR~AL. lea 

thtlir legs or arms voluntarily distortl!d 
1)y keeping them in one position, and 
their hand~ clellche<\ till the nails grew 
out at the backs. Their pitiful excla
mations as we passed, .. Agha Sahib," 
.. Topee Sahib" (the usual Dames in 
IIilldostan for all European), "khana 
l,e waste kooch cheez do," .. give me 
something to eat," soon drew from me 
what few pice I had, but it was a drop 
of water in the ocean, and the impor
tunities of the rest, as we advanced into 
the city, were almost drowned in the 
hubbub which surrounded us. Such 
are the sights and sounds which greet 
a stranger on entering this .. the most 
holy city" of llindostau. "the Lotus of 
the 'World, not founded on common 
earth, but on the point of Siva's trident," 
a place 60 blessed that whoever dies 
here, of whatever sect, even thou"'h he 
should be an eater of beef, so he will but 
be charitable to the poor Brahmins, is 
sure of salvation. It is, in fact, this 
very holine£s which makes it the com
mOll resort of beggars, sine.e, besides 
the number of pilgrims, which is enor
lnous from every part of India., as well 
as from Thibet and the Birman empire, 
a great multitude of rich individuals in 
the decline of life, and almost all thc 
I!'reat men who are from tinle to time 
disgraced or banished from hQIDe by 
the revolutions which are continually 
or,curring in the Hindoo states, come 
hither to wash away their sins, or to 
fill up their vacant hours with the gaudy 
ceremonies of their religion, and really 
give away great sums in profuse and 
indiscriminate charity. Amrut Row, 
tor a short period of his life Peishwa of 
the Maharattas, and since enjoying a 
larf\"c pension from our Government, in 
adlution to a vast private fortune, was 
one of the chief of these almsgivers. 
On his namL'-day, that is, in Hindostau, 
the day on which his patron god is 
worshippud, he annually gave a seer of 
rice and a rupee to every Brahmin and 
every blind or lame person who applied 
between sunrise and sunset. He had a 
Jarge garden a short distance trom the 
city, with four gates, three of which 
were set open for the reception of the 
thrt'e different classes of applicants, and 
the fourth for the Peishwa and his ser-

vants to go backwards and forwards. 
On each person receiving hiS' dole he 
was shown into the garden, wllere he 
was compelled to stay dnring~ dal J 

lest he should apply twice, but he had 
shade, water, company, and idols enough 
to make a Hindoo, who seldom eats tIJl 
sunset, pass his time very pleasantly. 
The sums distributed on these occasions 
are said to have, in SOll)e instances 
amounted to above fifty thousand rupt".:ll 
His aunual charities altogether averageu, 
I was informed, probably three times 
that amount. He died the second night 
of my residence at Secrole. Mr. Brook .. 
said he was really a good and kind man. 
re1i~ous, ~ the~:it of his knowledge. 
and munificent. not from ostentation 
but principle. There are yet, I undel"" 
Etand, some living instances of splendid, 
bounty amon~ the Hindoos of Benares 
-indeed Calisunker is no bad speci .. 
men, and on the ,;hole my opmion of 
the people improves, tliough it was 
never so unfavourable as that of many 
good men in Calcutta. "God," I yet 
hope and believe, in the midst of the 
awful and besotted dal'klless which sur~ 
rounds me, and of which, as well as its 
miserable consequences, I am now more 
sensible than ever, "God may have 
much people in this city !" 

By the time the examination at the 
school was over the sun was too high 
to admit of our penetrating further into 
these crowded streets. Close to the 
school. however, was a fine house be
longing to two minors, the sons of II. 
celebrated baboo, who had made a Ta~t 
fortune as dewan to some Europeans 
high in office, as well as to some natives 
of rank resident in and near Benul/s, 
which we had time to see. It wa." a 
striking building. and had the advan
tage, very unusual in Benares, of having 
a vacant area of some size before the 
door, which gave us an opportunity of 
seeing its architecture. It is very irre-. 
gular, built round a. small court, two 
sides of which are taken np by the 
dwelling-house, the others b1 offices. 
The house is four lofty stones high. 
with II. tower over the gate of one story 
~ore. The front has small window!! 
of various forms, some of them project.. 
ing on brackets and beautifully carvei'. 

M2 
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and a great part of the wall itself is Werter, &c., together with a daub of 
covered with a carved llattern of ~rigs. the prllsent Emperor of Delhi, aud 
leaves, and flowers, like an old-fashioned several portraits ill oil of a much better 
paper. -The whole is of stone, but kind, of the father of th(:'se boys, some 
painted a deep red. The general effect of his powerful native tHends and em. 
IS by no means unlike some of the ployers. and of a very beautiful woman 
palaces at Venice, as represented in of European complexion, but in an. 
Canaletti's views. We entered a ~te- Eastern dress, of whom the boys knew 
way similar to that of a college, WIth a nothing, or would say nothing more 
groined arch of beautifully rich carving, than that the picture was painted for 
like that on the roof of Christ Church their father by Lall-jee of Patna. I 
gateway, though much smaller. On did not, indeed, repeat the qm'htion, 
each side is a deep richly-carved recess, because I knew the reluctance witll 
like a shrine, in which are idols with which all Eastern nations speak of their 
lamps before them, the household gods women, but it certainly had the appear
of the fd.mily. The court is covered ance of a portrait, and, 8S well as the 
with plantains and rose-trees, with a old baboo's picture, would have been 
raised and ornamented well in its cen- called a creditable painting in most 
tre; on the left hand a narrow and gentlemen's houses in England. 
steep flight of stone steps, the meanest I have, indeed, during the journey, 
part of the fabric, without balustrades, been surprised at the progress which 
and looking like the approach to an painting appears to have made of late 
English granary, lad to the first story. years in India. I was prepared to ex
At their foot we were received by the pect glowing colours, WIthout drawing, 
two young hcirtl, st()ut little fellows of ~ective, or even shadow, resembllllg 
thirteen and twelve, escorted by their the Illuminations in old monkish chro
uncle, an immensel, fat Brahmin pun- nicles and in the Oriental MS8. which 
dit, who is th(' spintual director of the are sometimes brought to England. 
family, and a little shrewd-looking. But at Sir C. D'Oyley's I saw several 
smooth-spoken, but vulgar and impu- miniatures by this same L:111-jee, dead 
dent man, who called hlmseU' their some years sinc,e, and by his son now 
moons\lee. They led us up to the ,show- alive, but of less renowned talent, which 
rooms, 'which are neither large nor nu- would have done credit to any European 
merous; they are, however, very beau~ artist, being distinguished by great 
tiful)y carved, and the principal of truth of colouring, as well as softness 
them, which occupies the first floor of and delicacy, The portraits which I 
the rjateway, and is a square with a. now saw were certainly not so good, 
GOthiC arcade round it, struck me as but they were evidently the works of 
exceedingly comfortable. The centre, a man well acquainted with the prin
r.bout fifteen feet square, is raised and ciples of his art, and very extraordinary 
covered with a carpet, serving as a productions. considering that LaU-jet! 
divan. The arcade round is tJagged had probably no opportunity of so much 
wiili a good deal of carving and orna- as peeing one Italian picture. 
ment, and is so contrived that on a very Our little friends were very civil, 
short notice four streams of water, one and pressed us to stay for breakfllbt, 
in the ~entre of each side, descend from but it was already late. We looked, 
the roof'like a permanent shower-bath. however, before we went, at the family 
and fall into stone basins sunk benf'ath pagoda, which stood close to the house, 
the floor, and covered with a sort of ana. was, though small, as rich as carv
open fre~work, also of stone. These ing, painting, and gilding could make 
rooms were hung with a good many it. The principal shrine was that of 
English prlats of the common paltry de~ Siva, whose emblem rose just seen amid 
scription which was fashionable twenty the darkness of the inner sanctuary. 
years ago, of Sterne and poor Maria crowned with scarlet flowers, with 
{the boys supposed this to be a doctor lamps burning before h. In front, and 
teeling a lady's pulse), ,the Sorrows of I under the centre cupola, was the sacred 
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bull, richly painted and gilt, in an atti
tude of adoration, and crowned like
wise with scarlet flowers, and over all 
hung a large silver bell, suspended 
from the roof like a chandelier. I 
thought of the Gltondoveer and Mount 
Calasay, but in the raree-show before 
me there was nothing sublime or im
pr"llSive. One of the boys in the mis
sion-school, whose quickness had at
tracted my notice, and who appeared 
so well pleased with my praise that I 
found him still sticking close to me, 
now came forward, showed his TIm

,minical string, and volunteered as CIce-
rone, telling us in tolerable English 
the history of the gods and goddesses 
on the walls. The fat pundit seemed 
pleased. with his zeal. but it was well 
perhaps for the little urchin that the 
corpulent padre did not undeFStan~ the 
language in whi('h some of the remarks 
were made. They opened my eyes 
mo,e fully to a danger which had be
fore struck me as possible, that some of 
the boys brought up in our schools 
might grow up accomplished hypo
crites, playing the part of Christians 
'with us, and with their own people of 
zealous followers of Brahma, or else 
that they would settle down into a sort 
of compromise between the two creeds, 
allowing that Christianity was the best 
for us, bt t that idolatry was, necessary 
and commendable in persons of their 
own nation. I talkE'd with Mr. Frazer' 
and Mr. Morris on this subject in tile 
course of the morning; they answered 
that the same danger had been foreseen 
by Mr. Macleod, and that, in couse
luence of his representations, they had 
teft off teaching the boys the Creed and 
the Ten Commandments, as not de
sirin!? to expose them too early to a 
conflIct with themselves, their parents, 
and neighbours, but choosing rather 
that the light should break on them 
by degrees, and when they were better 
able to bear it. They said, however, 
that they had every reason to think 
that all the bigger boys, and many oC 
the lesser ones, brought up at these 
echools, learned to despise idolatry and 
the Hindoo faith le~s by any direct 
precept (for their teachers never name 
the subject to them. an<l in the r.1lI'pt'ls, 

which are the only strictly religious 
books read, there are few if any all\l
sions to it) than from the disputations 
of the Mussulman and Hin~ bOYIi 
ambng themselves, from the comparison 
which they soon learn to make between 
the system of worship which they 
themselves follow and ours, and above 
all, from the enlargement of mind 
which gen~ral knowledge and the pure 
morality of the Gospel have a tendency 
to produee. Many, both boys and girls, 
have asked Cor baptism, but it has b<>en 
always thought right to ad vise them 
to wait till they had their parents' 
leave, or were old enough to judge for 
thqnselves; and many have, of their 
own accord, begun daily to use the 
Lord's Prayer, and to desist from show
ing any honour to the image. Their 
parents seem extrell,lely ~ndifferent to 
their conduct in this respect. Prayer, 
or outward adoration, is not essential 
to caste. A man 'blay believe what he 
pleases, nay, I understand, he may 
almost say what he pleases, without 
the danger of losing it; and so long as 
they are not baptized, neither eat or 
(lrink in company with Christians Or 
Pariahs, all is well in the opinion of 
the great majority, even in Renares. 
The Mussulmans are more jealous, but 
few of their children come to our schools, 
and with these there are so many points 
of union that nothing taught there is 
at all calculated to oilend them. 

&ptember 7.-This morning, accoro
panitod by Mr. Macleod, Mr. Prinsep, 
and l\fr. f'razer, I again went into the 
city, which I found peopled, all before, 
with bulls and beggars j but what sur
prised me still more than yesterday, as 
I penetrated further into it, were the 
large, lofty, and handsome dwelling
houses, the beauty and apparent rich
ness of the goods expobed in the bazars. 
and the evident hum of business which 
was going on in ilie midst of all this 
wretchedness and fanaticism. Benares 
is, in fact, a very industrious anlT' 
MTealthy as well as a very holy city. 
It is the great mart where the shawis 
of the north, the diamonds of thi) SOUtll, 
and the muslins of Dacca alld the eu."t. 
ern provinccs centre, and it ha;o vel'} 
considerable silk, cotton, and f.,te wool-
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len manufactories of its own; while 
English hardware, swords, shields, and 
spears from Luckno"," and MonghF, 
and th~e European luxuries and ele
g:mcies which are daily becoming, more 
popular in India, circulate from hence 
't:lrou.;h Bundlccund, Gorruckpoor, Ne
;>au1, and other tracts which are re
moved from the main artery of the 
Ganges. The population, according to a 
census made in 1803, amounted to above 
5R2 000 - an enormous amount, and 
WhiCh one should think must have been 
l'xaggerated j but it is the nearest means 
we have of judging, and it certainly 
becomes less improbable from the real 
great size of the town, and the e:wes
sixely crowded manner in which it is 
built. It is well drained, and stands 
dry on a high rocky bank sloping to 
the river, to which circumstance, as 
well as to the frequent ablutions and 
great temperance 0' the people, must 
be ascribed its freedom from mfectious 
diseases. Accordingly, notwith~tanding 
its crowde(i population, it is not an un
helllthy city; yet the only square, or 
opt'n lJart in it, is the new market-place, 
constructed by the present Government, 
aud aLout as large as the Peckwater 
Quadrangle in Oxford. ,,') 

Our first visit was""fo a celebrated 
temple, named the Vishvayesa, consist
ing ofa very small but beautiful speci
ml?ll of carved stone-work, and the place 
is one of the most holy in lIindostan, 
though it only approximates to a ) et 
more sacred spot adjoining. which Au
I urn G heer defiled, and built a mosque 
upon, so as to render it inaccessible 
to the worshippers of Brahma. The 
t('mple court, small as it is, i~ crowded, 
like a farm-yard, with very fat nnd very 
tame bulls, which thrust their no~es 
into everybody's hand and pocket for 
gram and sweetmeats, which their fd
low-votaries give them in great quan
tities. The cloisters are no le~s full of 
naklld devotE'es, as hideous as chalk a11l1 
dung cun make them, and the continued 
hum of" Ram! RamI Raml Ram I" 
is enough to make a stranger giddy. 
The plut'e is kept very clean, however 
. -indeed the priests seem to do little 
cll'e than pour water m'e:- the images 
auJ th~ pa"ement, Illld I found them 

not merely willing. but anxious, to .hoVl' 
me every thing- trequently repeating 
that they were padres also, though it is 
true that they used this circun1l>tunce 
as an argument for my gh-ing them a 
present. Near this temple is a well, 
with a small tower over it, and a steep 
flight of steps for descending to the 
water, which is brought by a subter
raneous channel from the Ganges, and, 
for some reason or other, is accounted 
more holy than even the Ganges i~lf. 
All pilgrims to Benares are enjoined 
to drink and wash here; but a f~w 
years ago, a quarrel having occllrreli 
between the Hindoo and Mussulmall 
population of the town, arising from 
the two religious processions of the 
Mohurrun and Junma Osmee encoun
tering 'each other, the Moslem mob 
killed a COVl' oE t!!i!....~tt~!i4_--po'¥;fa 
her blOOd into tne sacred water. 1e 
Bindoo.t!'TE1aJ~t~{!!i!h.!:oWJ:'l,lg ra~hii:s 
orbacon mto tlle windows of ns mU!l] 
mo;;~jjIihJ:~piI -reacli;-DuCt?C 
matter did not end so: both rartler, 
took to arms, several lives were lOot, 
and Dcnares was in a st'tte of uproar 
for many hours, till the Britioh Govern
ment came in with its authority, and 
quelled the disturbance. 

In another temple near those of w hieh 
I have been speaking, and which is de
dica.ted to" Unna Puma:' supposed to 
be the" Anna Perenna" of the Romans, 
a Brahmin was pointed out to me, who 
passes his whole day seated on a little 
pulpit about as high and large as a 
dressing-table, only leaving it for his 
necessary ablutions, and at night, though 
then he sleeps on the pavement be&ide 
it. His constant occupation is rea(Eng 
or lecturing on the Vedas. The latter 
he does, to as many as will hear him. 
from eight iu the morning till. fonr in 
the eveninO'. He a~ks fur nothmg, but 
a small copper basin stands by his pul
pit, into which allY who ff!el di~po,ed 
may drop the alms on wtllch ollly he 
suh!.ibts. lIe is a little Ilale man, of all 
interesting countenance, whi~h he Joe,s 
not disfigure by buch o;;tentJ.tlOlls ma:b.h 
of piety as are uwnl here, avd is Fait! 
to Le eloquent. as well as extremely 
leamed in the 8at~scrit. 

Oue of the mo.>t interesting and bill' 
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gular objects in Benares is the ancient 
observatory, founded before the Mus
sulman conquest, ~nd still very entire, 
though no longer made any use of. It 
i~ a stone building, containing some 
small courts, cloistered round for the 
accommodation of the astronomers and 
thtir students, and a large ~quare tower, 
on 'lthich are seen a huge gnomon, 
perhaps twenty feet high, with the arc 
of a dial in proportion, a circle fifteen 
feet in diametel', and a meridional line, 
all in stone. These are very far from 
being exact, but are interesting proofs 
of the zeal with which science had at 
one time been followed in these coun
tries. There is a similar observatory 
at Delhi. 

From the observatory we descended 
by a long flight of steps to the water's 
edge, where a boat was waiting (or us. 
1 had thus an opportunity of seeing the 
whole city on its most favourable side. 
It is really a vel1' large place, and rises 
from the river m an amphitheatrical 
form, thickly studded with domes and 
minarets, with many verr fine gbiits 
descending to the water s edge, all 
crowded with bathers and worshippers. 
Shrines and temples of 'various sizes, 
even within the usual limits of the 
river's rise. almost line its banks. Some 
of these are very beautiful, though all 
are small, and I was particularly ~truck 
with one 'Very elegant little structure, 
which was fouuded, as well as the ghat 
ou which it stands, by the virtuous Ali 
Hhnee. On rowing past this, Mr. Prin
sep said that he had, as a special favour, 
obtained permission for me to see a 
Jain Temple. These Jains are a body of 
sect\!:!,i.es held in detestation by the Hin
doo~,.Qyt.Fl!Q a:;recutith them in ilirir 
l!.<!9rntio_n ot!l)~~~~ ar,d in their 
.!!:~~em for Henares. '1'hey are not very 
llumerous, and are themselves divided 
into two I!eets, who hold each other in 
great abhorrence, and were recently in 
arms in the streets of Ben ares, and were 
ouly parted by the l':llJle strennous 
peace-makers who interfereu in the war 
of the cows and swine. 'fhme who 
reside here nre chiefly from Bundle
cund, and many of them very rich mer
chants, who are exceedingly jt'alous of 
tJldr religlOu!.+ Ill) otelies, Dud hd Ll!\ ~r 

3 

been k110wn to admit strangers into tit, 
penetralia of their temple. Mr. Prin
sep had, howeyer, called most goo,t
naturedly on the high-priest.,. and on 
one of the leading members of the con
gregation, the day before, and had said 
so much about me, both personally nnd 
officially, that they offered to admit 
me, at tirst alone, and at length relaxed 
so far as to receive him and Mr. Mac
leod as interpreters. Mr. Frazer W.lS 

not specially included, but Mr. Prinstp 
did not doubt he mi&ht go toa. 'rue 
high-priest is himself regarded as an 
incarnation of the deity. 

After climbing a steep flight of steps, 
and threading a succession of the nar
ro'\vest alleys I "~er saw, we arrived at 
the door of a large and lofty, but dingy 
house, at the top of which p{'eped out a 
little gilt cupola. Here we climbed 
another steep stair~case, and were re .. 
ceivel in a small but neat vestitmle, 
without furnittll'4!\ except three or four 
chairs, and with a beautiful oriel win
dow looldng on the river, by the prie&t, 
a tall large man, with a very shrewd 
and intelligent countenance. He begged 
us to be seated, and observed he was 
sorry he could not converse with me in 
any langunge which I was sufficiently 
acquainted with, to make me under
stand all I ~hould see. Two or three 
others, Jain merchants, now entered, 
and the priest led u~ into a succession of 
5ix small rooms, with an altar at the end 
of each, not unlike those in Roman Ca
tholic chav.els, with a little niche on one 
side resemLlill~ what in such churches 
they call the" l'iscina." In the centre 
of each room was a large tray with rice 
and ghee strollgly perfumed, apparently 
as an offeti.ng, and in two or three of 
them were men seated on their hcclil 
on the floor, with their hands folded as 
ill prayer or religioub contemplation. 
Over each of the altars was an altar
piece, a large bas-reliefin marble, con
taining the first, five, the last ill 5UCCt-S

sion, twenty-five figures, all of men 
sitting cross-legged, one considerabl) 
larger than the I"CSt, and represcutpl! as 
a negro. He, the priest said, was theIr 
god, the rest wt're the diflel'put \:;vdics 
"\\ hich he hall assumed at diikrent 
epochs, when he had become illcanJ.1t.; 
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$1 iustruct mankind. The doctrines 
which he had ddivered 011 these occa
sions make up their ilit:ology, and the 
progress.,which any man has made in 
these mysteries entitles him to worship 
in one or more of the successive apart
ments which were shown us. 

TJJ.ey call thei!:~...Lthink. Purna
veRa~e is evidentl.Y...!k same per
.8~I.1_~ tluoG.!ia:oelDiidentifl:ea 'Ii~.h~!I 
negro Teatures ana curled nair, an 'fiy 
tneracriVfirCllllie .IiBt·st m~!l!!Q~ 
th~eJl~4.~_anl'_,!orshipw:~!n ~ 
and Thlbet. Yet w1ieilI askedlf he 
was tIie same with Buddha, he did not 
expressly allow itt merely answering 
that his proper name was Puruavesa. 
Mr. Prinsep asked one of the ~r
chants, what was the difference'between 
their religion and that of some other 
persons whom he named, and who are 
their religious opponents. The man 
coloured up to the eyes, and said with 
bitterness, "As much as between the 
Hindoo and the Christian, as much as 
between the Christian and the Mussul
man." II We worship tlle same God," 
the priest said more calmly, "but they 
are ignorant how to worship him." 
Mr. Prinser afterwards told me that 
the merchant to whom he spoke had 
been one of the most active in the re
cent disturbance, and had been "in 
trouble" on that account. On our re
turu to ilie vestibule, where we first 
entered, the priest expressed his satis
faction at the interest which I had 
taken in their temple, and the hope of 
his congregation and himself that J 
would accept a trifling present from 
them. One ofilie laymen at this raised 
a cloth, and d.i~played two large trays; 
one full of sweetmeats, fruit, sugar, &c., 
the other of very handsome shawls. 
The latter were far too valuable for 
me to accept with propriety, and I told 
them that the first would be quite suffi
cient, and that it diJ not become a 
priest to be greedy of costly apparel. 
I then picked out some of the raisins, 
and be~ged them to Aend the fruit to 
Mr. Brooke'S, but to eXCUlle my taking 
the shawls. The merchants looked 
Iwartily glad, I thought, that they were 
II!t off so easily, and accompanied me 
down stairs with many compliments 

and offers of service in any way that 1 
would command them, With the 
priest I had a very friendly parting a' 
the stair head. 

There yet remained to be visited the 
mosque of Aurungzebe, and the Vida
laya or Hindoo College, which fortu
nately both lay pretty nearly in our 
direct way home. The former is a 
handsome building in a very advanta
geous situation, but chiefly remarkable 
for the view from its minarets, which 
are very lofty, and derive still greater 
elevation from the hill on which they 
stand. The day was not favourable, 
but we still saw a great distance. The 
Himalaya range may, as I was told, be 
sometimes seen, but nothing of the sort 
was now visible, nor any mouL'tains at 
all in a horizon of great extent. The 
ground, however, of this part of Hin
dostan is not without inequalities, and 
though it is certainly one immense 
plain, it is such a plain as one ~ees in 
miniature in England or on the conti
nent of Europe, not such a mere drad 
level as Bengal. The bank on which 
Benares itself stands is of some height, 
and th?re were several ridges of hills, 
as at Chunar and other places within 
sight, which would fully rank on 11 
level with Hawkstone. 

The whole country seems in cultiva
tion, but less with rice than wheat. 
The villages are numerous and large, 
but the scattered dwellings f~w, and 
there is but little wood. :Fuel is, eon
sequently, extremely dear, and ~o this 
circumstance is imputed the number of 
bodies thrown into the river without 
burning. Suttees are less numerous ir. 
Benares than many Pll;rts of India. but 
self-immolation by drowning is very 
common. Many scores, every year, 
of pilgrims from all parts of India, 
come hither expressly to end their days 
and secure their salvation. They pur
chase two larl?C Kedgeree pots l.Iet~een 
which they tie themselves, and when 
empty these support their weight in the 
water. Thus equipped, they padille 
into the stream, then fill the pots with 
the water which surrounds them, and 
thus sink into eteruity. Government 
have sometimes attempted to prevent 
this practice. but with no other effect 
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than driving the voluntary victims a 
little further down the river: nor in
deed, when a man has come several 
hundred miles to die, is it likely that a 
police-officer can prevent him. Instruc
tion seems the only way in which these 
poor p<,ople can be improved, and that, 
I trust, they will by degrees obtain 
from us. 

The Vidala!a is a large building 
divided into two courts, galleried above 
and below, and full of teachers and 
~choJars, divided into a numbt>1' of 
classes, who learn reading, writing, 
arithmetic (in the Hindoo manner), 
Persian, Hindoo law, and sacred litera
ture, Sanscrit, astronomy according to 
the Ptolemaic system, and astrology I 
There are two hundred scholars, some 
of whom of all sorts came to say their 
lessons to me, though, unhappily, I was 
myself aLle to profit by noue, except 
the astronomy and a little of the Per
sian. The astronomical lecturer pro
duced a terrestrial globe, divided ac
cording to their syswm, and elevated to 
the meridian of Benares. Mount Meru 
he identified with the north pole, and 
nuder the southern pole he supposes 
the tortoise .. chukwa" to stand, on 
which the earth rests. The southern 
hemisphere he apprehended to be un
inhabitable, but on its coucave surf Me. 
in the interior of the globe, he placed 
Padalon. He then showcd me how the 
sun went round the earth once in every 
day, and how, by a different but eqUlllly 
continuous motion, he also visited the 
signs of the zodiac. The whole system 
is precisely that of Ptolemy, and the 
cuntrast waS very striking between the 
rubbish which these young men were 
learning in a government establishment, 
and the rudiments of real knowledge 
which those whom I had visited the 
day before had acquired, in the very 
same city, and under circum~tances far 
less favourable. I was informed, that 
it had been frequentlYjroposed to in
troduce an Englihll an mathematical 
class, and to teach the Newtonian and 
Copernican system of astronomy; but 
that thi! late superintendent of the es-
1ablishment was strongly opposed to 
nny inno"ation, partly on the plea that 
it woulJ. draw tIll.- boya off from their 

.. 
Sanscrit studies. and partly lest it 
should interfere with the religious pre
judices of the professors. The first of 
these arguments is pretty llliIlch likl' 
what was urged at Oxford (substituting 
Greek for Sanserit) against the newex
aminations, by which, however, Greelt 
has lost nothing. The second is plainly 
absurd, since the Ptolemaic system, 
which is 1l0W taught, is itself an inno
vation, and an improvement on the old 
faith of eight worlds and seven oceans. 
arranged like a nest of boxes. 

The truth is, that even the pundit 
who read me this lecture, smiled once 
or twice Tery slily, and said "Our people 
arw taught IlO aug. so," as if he himself 
knew better. Knd Mr. Prinsep after
wards told me that learned Brahmin.'1 
had sometimes said to him that our 
system was the most, rational, but that 
the other answered all their purposes. 
They could constrnct almanacs. and 
calculate eclipses"tolerably by the one, 
as well as. l,he other, and the old one 
was quite good enough, in all conscience, 
to cast nativities with. Nor can we 
'Yonder at their adherence to old usage 
in these respects, when we consider 
that to change their systelP would give 
them some personal trouble, and when 
we recollect that the church of Rome 
has not even yet withdrawn the an:J,. 
thema which she levelled at the here~y 
that the earth turned round, as taught 
by Copernicns and Galileo. There are 
in this college about two hundred 
pupils, and ten professors, all paid and 
maintained by Government. 

During my progress through the 
holy places I had received garlands of 
flowers in considerable numbers, which 
I was told it was uncivil to throwaway, 
particularly those which were hung 
round my neck. I now, in consequence, 
looked more like a sacrifice than a 
priest, and on getting again into the 
gig was glad to rid myself of my orna
ments. On talking with Mr.Macleotl 
on the civility and apparent cordiality 
with which I had been received by 
these heathen priests, he said that my 
coming had excited considerable cu
riosity, from the idea that I was the 
patriarch of Constantinople! He had 
heard this thm a learned Mnssulm .. u 
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Moulavie. Abdul-Khadur, who spoke of 
it as the current news that such a per
ton was to arrive, and -asked when he 
might b. expected. The origin of the 
idea, when explained, was not an unna
tural one. Of the bishop of Calcutta, 
eo nomine, I had. previously reason to 
believe nothing had been heard or 
known in Hindostan, or anywhere out 
llf the immediate neighbourhood of the 
Presidency; but the news now was that 
the .. Sirdar Padre:' or "Mufti," of all 
the "Sahib log " was coming to visit 
the different churches. The onI, two 
llersons they had heard of answenng to 
this character were the pope and the 
patriarch. They were not iguorana of 
the religious differe11ce between the 
English and the Roman Catholics, so 
that they could not suppose me to be 
the former. But they are not equally 
well informed as to our discrepancy 
from the ~nd; \nd many of them 
believe, that though we abhor ima!!'es, 
we still pay some reverence to pictures. 
The Monlavie himself thus explained 
his meaning, saying, (in consequence of 
Mr. Macleod's expressing his surprise 
at llis first question, .. whether the Papi 
Uoum were not coming?") that he did 
not mean old hut new Home, or Islam
bol, and that he meant the head of those 
Christians, who, like his honour, ab
horred images, but not pictures. I know 
not whether he quite believed Mr. Mac
leod's disclaimer of such worship, but 
he professed himself ignorant till that 
moment of the existence of a third sect 
among the N azareni, and glad to find 
that the sahibs differed even less than 
he had supposed from the true believers. 
None of the gentlemen most conversant 
with the natives apprehended that my 
arrival had created any suspicioUll or 
jealous feeling, or that my avowed 
errand (to see that the inferior padres 
did their duty) was thought other than 
natural and commendable. It is, how
ever, thought that the natives do not 
really like us, and that if a fair oppor
tunity offered the Mussulmans more 
particularly would gladly avail them
selves of it to rise against us. But this 
is from political, 110t reli!!ious f ... ding j 
nnd it bas been increased~ of late years 
by dIP conduct of Lord Hastings to the 

(l!d Emperor of Delhi, a conduct whkb 
has been pursued hy succeeding admi. 
nistrations, but which entirely differed 
from the outward respect and alle:nanre 
which the Company's officers had pro. 
fessed to pay him, from Lord Clive 
downwards. The elevation of the Na
wab of Oude to the kingly title, and 
Lord Hastings's refusat to pay him the 
same homage which all bis predeces
sors bad courted every opportunity of 
doing, and which even the Maharattas 
did not neglect when the late Shah 
Aunum was their prisoner, have awak
ened questions and scruples among the 
fierce Mohammedans about Obeying an 
unbelieving nation, which were (Iuite 
forgotten "\Thile the English company 
acted as the servant and .. dewan" ot 
the house of Timur. The behaviour of 
J.ord Hastings was very di~advanta. 
gconsly contrasted in Denares with that 
of Warren Hastings, who, in the height 
of his power and conquebts, gained 
infinite popularity by riding publicly 
through the city, as usual with the high 
functionaries of the court of Delhi, be
hind the howdah of the hereditary 
prince, with a fan of peacock's feathers 
lD his hand. This, however, is a di
gression. I am satisfied, from all I 
hear, that the natives of this neighbour
hood have at present no idea that any 
interference with theil: religion is in
tended on the part of Government j that 
if any thing, they rather esteem us the 
more for showing some signs of not 
being without a religion, and that allY 
fancies of a different tendency which 
have arisen 011 this subject, in Bengal 
or other parts of India, have been uni· 
formly put into their heads by ill· 
designing persons among the Portu
guese, half-caste, or European residents. 
Nevertheless, all my infi)rmants here, 
-as well as in most other places where I 
have heard the qut!Stion discUSied, are 
of opinion that a direct interference on 
the part of Government with any of the 
religious customs of the country (the 
suttees for example) would be eagerly 
laid bold of and urged 3S the first stl!P 
in a new system, by all who wi~h UII 
ill. and that though it would probabl;r 
not of i~elf occaliion a reheIHon, It 
woulli give ad..litional popularity, and 
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a more plansible pretext, to the first 
rehellion \\ hich such disaffected persons 
might find opportunity for attempting. 
Meanwhile 1 cannot learn that the 
missionaries, and schools which they 
establish, haye excited much attention, 
or of an unfavourable natur.:'. Their 
labours, after all, have been chiefly con
fined to the wives of the British sol
diers, who had already lost caste by 
their marriage, or to such Mussulmans 
or IIindoos as of their own accord, and 
I,rompted by curiohity, or a better mo
tive, have come to their schools or 
churches, or invited them to their 
nouses. The number of these jnquirers 
after truth is, I understand, even now 
not incousideral>Ie, and increasing 
daily. But I ruust say, that of IlC

tual converts, except soldiers' wives, 
I have met with very few, alld· these 
have been all. I think, made by the 
archdeacon. 

The custom of street-preaching, of 
which the Baytist and other dissenting 
missionaries ill Bengal are very fond, 
has never been resorted to by those 
employed by the C'hurch Missionary 
Society, and never shall. be as long as 
I have any influence or authority over 
them. I plainly see it is not necessary: 
and I see no less plainly that though it 
may be safe amon!7 the timid Bengalees, 
it would be very hkely to produce mis
chief here. All which the missionaries 
do is to teach schools, to read prayers. 
Bud preach in their churches, and to 
dsit tht' h01L~cS of such persons as wish 
for information 011 religious subjects. 
Poor Amrut Row, tlle charitable ex
peishwa (whose ashes I saw yet smok
Ing on Ali Bhuec's GMt as I passed it). 
'was, 1 find, one of these inquirers. Mr. 
Morris, the missionar;r, had recei'\"ed a 
mes.age with Ids hIghness's compli
ments, (h'~irillp: him to call on him in 
the middle of the week,' as he was 
"anxious to obtain a further know
ledge of Christianity I" It is distress
ing to think that this message was de
ferred so long, and that, short as the 
interval which he had calculated on 
'vas, his own time was shorter still. 
Yet sureiy lIlIe may hope for such a 
man that his Imowledge and faith may 
ha,e been grcdter than the world sup-

posed; and that, at all events. the feel· 
Ings which made him, thus late in life. 
-desirous to hear the truth, would not 
be lost on Him whose gracSe may be 
supposed to have first prompted it. 

I received a visit from the Uaja of 
Benares, a middle-aged man, very cor
pulent, with more approach to colour 
10 his cheeks than is usually seen in 
Asiaties. and a countenance and appear. 
ance not unlike an English farmer. 
My few complimentary phrases in Per
sian being soon at an end, Mr. Brool.e 
interpreted for me, and I found my 
visitor very ready to converse about 
the antiquities of his city, the ori~in of 
its name. whicl1.he said had ancIently 
been Baranas, from two rivers, Bara 
and Nasa, which here fall into the 
Ganges (1 suppose under ground, for 
no such are set doW'll on the map), and 
other similar topies. I regretted to 
learn. after he 'fas gone, that he re
sided at some distance from the city on 
the other side of the river, and where I 
had no chance of returning h~ call; 
but I was tcld that he expected M 
such compliment, though he would be 
pleased tQ learn that I had wished to 
pay it him. The mahaf'.Ija's equipag~ 
was not by any means a splendid one; 
he had silver sticks, however, behind 
his carriage, and the usual show at 
spears preceding it, but no troopers 
that I saw. He is rich. notwithstand
ing: and the circumstances of his family 
have materiRlly improved since the COll

quest of Benares by the English from 
the Mussuhnans. 

September 8.-1 this morning went 
to some of the points in the city which 
I was most anxious to fix in my me
mory, which had, indeed, been a little 
confused by the multitude of objects 
which I saw yesterday. I rode a very 
pretty, but hot and obstinate Java pony. 
These ponies bear a high price in lmlia, 
and deserve it, as, though little crea
tures, they are beautiful, lively, and 
very strong and hardy. I 1Ull told I 
.was wrong in not bringing up my 
Arab, since I shall find a good horse 
absolutely n('cessary for my journey 
overland, and really' good ones arc 
very dear and difhcult to pr()cur{~. A 
TW'koman horse. if I can obUli.n Olle 
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is said to be the best' for my purpose; 
sielce, though not very fleet nor hand
some, they are stron@ sure-footed, 
good-temSJered, und, when not too 
much hurried, never tire. The horses 

'of the Dooab and Rajpootana have 
been lately a good deal improved by 
an intermixture of English Mood, and 
are generdlly taIl and handsome, but 
are dear, and often very vicious, and, 
on the whole, better adapted for a hunt 
or a battle than the patient and conti
nued exertions of a long march. 

Nothing remarkable occurred during 
my ride in Benares this morning, ex
cept the conduct of a little boy, a stu
dent in the Vidalaya, who ran afier 
me in the street, and, with hands joined, 
said that I "had not heard him his les
son yesterday, but he could say it very 
well to-day if I would let him." I 
accordingly stopped my horse, and sate 
with great patience '\hile he chanted a 
long stave of Sanscrit. I repeated at 
proper pauses, .. good, good," which 
satisfied him Jso much that when he 
had finished, he called out "again," 
and was beginnin/? a second stave, 
when I dismissed him with a present, 
on which he fumbled in his mantle for 
some red flowers, which he gave me, 
and ran by my side, still talking on till 
the crowd separated us. While he was 
speaking or singing, for I hardly know 
which to call it, the people round ap
plauded him very mucb, and from the 
way in which they seemed to apply 
the verses to me, I suspect that it was 
a complimentary address which he had 
been instructed to deliver the day be
fore, hut had missed his opportunity. 
If 50, I am glad he did not lose hi~ 
labour; but the few words which, from 
their occurrence in Hindoostanee, I un
derstood, did not at all help me to his 
meaning. 

This evening I dined with Mr. Sands, 
(lne of the circuit jud~s, at w hose house 

I had the pleasure to find Mr. l\ldvil1~, 
who had just arrIved from Ghazeel'oor. 
He and Mr. MaclC:!od offered agulD to 
take me to Benares. which, as they ~aill. 
I had only half seen. I was, however, 
thoroughly tired with the days of bu~th· 
I had gone through. On Sunday I had 
three services, on Monday one, the con
secration of the burial-ground, besides 
the school-examination. On Tuesdav 
I had been sight-seeing from five tiiI 
nearly ten o'clock j to-day I was out an 
almost equal time, bimilarly employed, 
besides a regular evening drive, and re
ceiving and paying visits, while all the 
intervals between these engagements 
were occupied with reading and an
swering a large mass of papl'rs from 
Bishop's College, Madras, and Calcutta. 
I therefore begged leave to postpone my 
further researches till my next visit. 
To see it as it deserves, indeed, llenares 
would require a fortnight. 

My boat.~ arrived this morning off 
the mouth of the small river whi('h 
leads to Secrole; but as the state of the 
weather was such as to make it proba
ble it would soon be almost dry, they 
were sent on to Imjaghllt, and then('e 
proceeded directly to Chunar, whither 
I was advised to go myself by land. 
The weather has, indeed, been such as 
is very seldom experienced at this time 
of year, and such as threatens to be 
very unfortunate, not only for my voy
age, but for the country. No rain has 
fallen for many days; the wind has 
blown steadily and very hot from the 
west, and everything foretells a ~peedy 
termination of tlle "bursat," or raiuy 
season. In consequence I shall have a 
Yery laborious and slow tracking on 
the river; and, what is much worse, 
the tanks are barely half full, the 
country but imperfectly irrigated, and 
famine, murrain. and all their attendant 
horrors, may be looked for. God avert 
such calamities from this poor country r 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

BENARES TO ALLARABAD. 

(;hllnar-Intenae HeO\t-Trimbl\k jel!'-Hindoo Temple-Conlirmation-tllvalld&-Deparlurl/ 
nom Chunar-Large Fish-Retrospect or llenares-Quarrel bet"een Hindoos and Mussul. 
mRns-Silting D1lurna-Natives' Opinions of English Governors-Allahabad-Fort-3umna 
l\1usjeed-Conllrmation-l'reparation8 for marching-Festival of Rama and Seeta. • 

SEPTEMBER lO.-The events ofyester· 
day are not worth recording. Mr. 
Macleod had promised to drive me in 
his gig halfway to Sultanpoor, and at 
five o'clock this morning he was- at my 
door. My palanquin had been sent on 
hefore, so that I had the ad.antage of 
making a quicker progress, as well as 
of enjoying his interesting conversation 
for about seven lililes, when the car
riage-road ended in a little nullah, 
wnere we found the palanquin waiting 
fur me, in which I proceeded to Sul
unpoor. where I found a boat in readi
ness to convey me to Chunar, at which 
place I was to be Colonel Alexander's 
guest. 

The view of Chunar is, from the 
river, very striking. Its fortress, 
which is of great extent, formerly of 
first-rate importance, and still in good 
repair, covers the crest and sides of a 
large and high rock, with several suc
cessive enclosures of walls and towers, 
the lowest of which have their base 
washed by the Ganges. On the right, 
as we approached it, is seen a range of 
rocky and uneven hills, on, the left a 
large Indian town, intermingled with 
fine round-headed trees, with some 
"ery good European habitations, and a 
tall Gothic tower like that of a parish 
church in England, which belon~ in 
fact to the ~1ibSion Church, and 18 an 
imitation of that in Mr. Corrie's native 
villa~. The whole scene is entirely 
English; the mosques I1Dd muts are 
none of them visible in this quarter; 
the native houses, with their white 
walls ,n" red tiled roofs, look exactly 

life those of a J1JllllU.\1g.U,ili..co.umry 
town j the c~tJl· l~ Unionfiag, 
is such as would be greatly admired, 
but not at all out of place, in any an" 
cient English seaport j and much as I 
admire palm-trees, I felt glad that they 
were not very common in this neigh
bourhood, and thft there were, in point 
of fact, nOlle visible, to spoil the home 
character of the prospect. But such a 
sun, thank heaven! never glared on 
England as this day rained its light. 
nings on Chunar. I thought myself 
fortunate in getting housed by ten 
o'clock, and before the worst came on, 
but it was still enough to sicken one. 
There }Vas little wind. and what there 
was was hot j and the reflection and 
glare of the light grey rock, the light 
gre'1 .castle, the light grey sand. the 
white houses, and the hot bright river 
were about as much as I could endure. 
Yet, I trust, it is not a little that over
powers me. Breakfast, however, at Co
lonel Alexander's, and a good draught 
of cold water, set me quite up again, 
and I was occupied the rest of the 
morning in obtaining details of the 
school and mission from Mr. Green
wood and Mr. Bowley. ,We dined 
with Colonel Robertson, the command
ant of the fortress and station, and met 
a very large party, including, among 
others, Sir G. Martindell, the general 
in command at Cawnpoor i he is a fine. 
mild. unaffected uld officer, with an ex" 
perience of India, and particularly the 
upper provinces, scarcely shorter than 
1\11'. Brooke's, and perhaps more vari~ 
and extensive. 
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In the evening Colonel Alexander 
drove me in a gig a little way into the 
country, which is reall),:, pretty. The 
European dwellings are all on the side 
of a steer, slope, coyered with wood 
and gardens, with their drawing-room 
vprandahs opening for the most part on 
a I'aised terrace. Behind, and riSiIlg 
still higher up the slope, is the native 
town, the houses all of stone and mostly 
of two stories, generally with vel'andahs 
in front let out into shops, the whole 
not unlike a Welsh market-town, but 
lUnch larger, and probably containing 
fiflleen thousand people. Deyond is an 
open country, intersected by a broad 
nulJab, with a handsome Gothic bridg,e, 
and beyond this an open extent of rocKY 
and woody country, which is a good 
d~al infested by wolves and bears, but 
seldom visited by a tiger. The bears 
rarely do any harm nnle~s they are 
first attacked. The wolves are, nppa
rently, more daring aLd impudcnt tl"m 
in Russia j thry are said frequently to 
come to the houses and sheepfolds, and 
sometimes even attack and carry off 
children. The inhabitants of Chunar 
will not admit that it deserves the 
character which it usually bears, of 
excessive heat; but if this day and 
night were a fair specimen, I have 
certainly felt nothing to equal it. It 
happily grew cooler towards morning, 
and I got a few hours' good sleep, 
which 1 much needed. 

September H.-This morning Co
lonel Robertson called to take me to 
the fort, Fhich well repays the labour, 
though this is not trifling. The site 
and outline are very noble; the rock 
on which it stands is perfl'ctly insu
lated, and, either naturally or by art, 
bordered on every side by a very awful 
precipice, flanked, wherever it has been 
possible to obtain a salient angle, with 
towers, bartizans, and bastions of va·' 
rious forms and sizes. There are a 
good many cannon mounted, and a 
noble bomb-proof magazine for pow
der, which has bem lately in a great 
measure stripped for the supply of the 
Birman war. Colonel Robertson, how
ever, told me that the ammunition on 
which he should most depend for the 
def.mce of Chunar are stQne c}linders, 

rudely m~de, and pretty much like 
garden-rollers, which are piled up ill 
great numbers throughout the intcricr 
of the fort, and for which the rock on 
which the fort stands affords an inex
haustible quarry. These, which arc 
called "mutwalas" (drunkards), from 
their staggering motion, are rolled over 
the parapet down the steep face of the 
hill, to nnilede the advances and ovcr~ 
whelm the ranks of an assaulting army: 
and when a place has not been regu .. 
larly breached, or where, as at Chunar, 
the scarped and sloping rock itself 
serves as a rampart, few troops will 
so much as face them. Against a na
tive army, Colonel Robertson said, 
Chunar, if resolutely defended, would, 
he thought, be impregnable; and, ex
cept in one quarter, it would stand no 
contemptible siege against an European 
force. Even there the rock which com
mands it might easily be so much low
ered as to prevent any dan/Zer j and the 
stone of which it consibts is so valu
able, that the neighgouring Zemindars 
had offered to cart it away at their 
own expense, provided Government 
would give up the duty now laid or. 
Clwnar-stone whl,'n tran8ported to dif
ferent parts of India j but the offer was 
declined. 

On the top of the rock of Chunar, 
and within the rampart, is a consider
able spaee, covered with remarkably 
fiue English hay-grass, now nearly ripe 
for cutting, several noble spreading 
trees, and some excellent houses for the 
officers, few of whom, however, when 
not on duty, remain here, the refleetion 
of the sun from the rock being vel'Y 
powerful, and the expense of bringing 
water for the tatties great. Within 
this principal circle, and on a still 
higher point, are two inner fortifica
tion., one containing the Governor'li 
house, the hospital, and the state-prison, 
now inhabited by the celebrated Ma
baratta chieftain Trimbuk-jee, long the 
inveterate enemy of the British power, 
and the fomenter of all the troubles in 
Berar, Malwah, and the Deckan. He 
is confined with great strictness, having 
an Enropean as well as a Sepoy guard, 
and never being tmsted out of the sip:ht 
of the sentries. Even his bedchamber 
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has three grated windows open into the 
verandah which serves as guard-room. 
III other respects he is well treated, has 
two large and very airy apartments, a 
timall building fitted up as a pagoda, 
Ilnd a little garden shaded with a pee-. 
pul-tree, which he has planted very 
prettily with balsams and other flowers. 
Four of his own servants are allowed 
to at"tend him, but they are always 
searched before they quit or return to 
the fort, and must be always there at 
night. He is a little, lh'ely, irritable
lookin~ man, dressed, when I saw him, 
in a dirty cotton mantle, with a broad 
red border, thrown carelessly Oler his 
head and shoulders. I was introduced 
to him by Colonel Alexander, and he 
received me courteously, observing that 
he himself was a Brahmin, and in token 
of his brotherly regard, plucking some 
of his prettiest flowers for me, He then 
showed me his garden and pagoda, and 
after a few c:ommon-ylace expressions 
or the pleasure I Mt lU seeing so cele
brated a warrior, which he answered 
by Faying with a laugh, he should have 
b.:en glad to make my acquaintance 
elscwhae, I made my bow and took 
lea"e. He has been now, I believe, 
five years in prison, and seems likely 
to remain there during life, or till the 
deatll of his patron and tool, Bajee 
Row, may lessen his power of doing 
mischief. He has often offered to give 
t;ecurity to any amount for his good be
haviour, and to become a warmer friend 
to the Company tRan he has ever been 
their enemy, but his applications have 
been vain. He attributes, I under
stand, tlleir failure to Mr. Elphinstone, 
the Governor of Bombay, who is, he 
~ays, "his best friend, and his worst 
enemy," the faithful trustee of his 
estate, treating his children with pa
rental kindness, and interesting him
st'lf, in the first instance, to save hi§ 
life, but resolutely fixed on keeping 
him in prison, and urging the Supreme 
Court to distrust all his protestations. 
His life must now be dismally mono
tonous and wearisome. Though a Brah
min of high caste, and so long a mi
nister of state and the commander of 
armies, he can lleither write nor read, 
aud his wOOl.e amusement consists in 

the ceremonies of bis idolatrl. his gar
den, !llld the gossip which his servant! 
pick up for him in the town of Chunar. 
Avarice seems at 'present ~s ruling 
passion. He is a very severe- int>peetor 
of his weekly accounts, and one day se1 
the whole garrison in an uproar about 
some ghee which he accused his khan
saman of embezzling; in short, he seems 
less interested with the favourable re
ports which he from time to time re
ceives of his family, than with the 
banking accounts by which they are 
accompanied. Much as he is said to 
deserve his fate, as a murderer, an ex
tortioner, and a grossly perjured man, 
I bope I may be allowed to pity him. 

1n the last inclUsure of the fortress, 
on the very snmmit of the mountain, 
and calculated to make a defence even 
after all the lower works had fallen, 
are several very interesting buildings. 
One of them is the old Hindoo palace, 
a central dome s'flrrounded by several 
vaulted aparpnents, with many remains 
of painting and carving, bnt dark, 'low, 
and impervious to heat i on one side 01 
this is a loft~er and more airy building, 
now used as an armoury, but formerly 
the residence of the :Mussulman goo. 
vernor, with handsome rooms and beau... 
tifully carved' oriel wiudo1l<s, such- as 
one reads of in Mrs. Radcliffe's castles. 
A little further on in the bastion is an 
extraordinary well or reservoir, about 
fifteen feet in diameter, hnd cut to a great 
depth in the solid rock, but the w!lter 
of which is not sufficiently good to be 
used, except in ease of necessity. In 
front of the Hindoo palace, in the pan
ment of the court, are seen four small 
roand holes, just large enough for a 
man to pass througb, below which is 
the state prison of ancient times. Well 
is it for Trimbuk-jee that his lot is 
thrown in better days I Tbis is a hor
tible dungeon indeed, with neither light, 
air, nor access, except what these aper
tures supply to a space of forty feet 
square. It is now used as a cellar. 
But the greatest curiosity of all remains 
to be described. Colonel Robertson 
called for a key, and unlocking a rusty 
iron-door in a very rugged and anck'll~ 
wall, said he would show me the most 
holy place in all India. Taking offhis 
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hat. he led the way into a small square selves, had been Mr. Corrie's converts 
court, overshadowed by It very old during his residence here j tlle younger 
peepul-tree, which grfUV from the rock females had been added to the Church, 
t)n one tide, and ffom one of the either from llindooism, Mohammed. 
orauches of which hung a small silver anism, or Popery, by Mr. 13owley. Of 
bell. Under it was a large slab ot t~ last there were not mauy, but 
black marble, and opposite on the walls, 8ttrange to tell, they were, he said, as 
a rudely carved rose enclosed in a trio ignorant in the first iustance of the 
angle. No image was visible, but some commonest truths of C'hristianity as the 
Sepoys who followed us in, fell on their Hindoos. After dinner to-day, Colonel 
knees, kissed the dust in the neighbour- Alexander drove me to a beautiful 
hood of the stone, and rubbed their place about three miles from Chunar, It 
foreheads with it. On this stone, Co- garden of palm and other fruit-trees, 
lonel Alexander said, the Hindoos all containing a mosque and a very large 
believe that the Almi(?;hty is seated, and beautiful tomb of a certain Shekh 
personally, thoagh inVIsibly, 'for nine Kaseem Soliman and his son. Of their 
hours every day, removing during \Ile history I could learn nothing further 
other three hours to Benares. On this than that they were very holy men, who 
account the sepoys apprehend that Chu. died here when on a pilgrimage, and 
nar can never ¥ taken by au enemy, that their tombs, and the accompanying 
except between the hours of six and mosque, were built and endowed by 
nine in the morning, and for the same one of the Emperors of Delhi. The 
reason, and in order by this sacred buildings and the grove in "IV hich they 
neighbourhood to blout of all danger stand are very solemn and striking, 
of witchcraft, the kings of Benares, be- and the carving of the principalp:ute
fore the Mussulman conquest. had all way, and of the stone lattice with which 
the marriages of their family celebrated the garden is enclosed, is more like em· 
in the adjoIning palace. I own I felt broidery than the work of the chisel. 
some little emotion in standing on this A party of Mussulmalls were at their 
mimic" mount Calasay." I was struck evening prayers on one of 'the stone 
with the absence of idols, and with the terraces, all as usual, decent, devout, 
feeling of propriety which made even a and earnest. Colonel Alexander ex
Hindoo reject external symbols in the pressed a regret that Christians fell 
supposed actual presence of the Deity, short of them in these particulars. I 
and I prayed inwardly that God would answered at the moment, that perhaps 
always preserve in my mind, and in ).n proportion to the ~pirituality of our 
his own good time instrnct these poor religioll, we were too apt to neglect its 
people, in what manner, and how truly outward forms. But on consideration, 
he is indeed present both here and every- I am not sure that the imputation, which 
where. . I have heard before, is just, or that 

We now went back to Colonel Alex· Mussulmans, when in the act of prayer, 
ander's, and tllence to church, where I are really more externally decorous 
had the satisfaction of confirming nearly than the majority of Christians. We 
one hundred persons, fifty-seven of are all much impressed with religious 
whom were natives, chiefly, as at Be- ceremonies' to .which we are not acens
nares, soldiers' wives and widows, but tomed, and while as pUSbing and casual 
all unacquainted with the English lau! spectators of a worship carried on by 
,ruage, and perfectly Oriental in their persons in scene and dress, words and 
dress and habits. They were most posture, all different from 0\11' own, but 
deeply imprtsscd with the ceremony, all picturesque and striking, we may 
bowing down to the very pavement easily overlook those less conspicuous 
when I laid my hand on their heads, instances of listlessness or inattention, 
and making the responses in a deep s()oo which would not fail to attract our no
lemn tone of emotion which was ex- tice, where the matter and manner were 
tremely touching. The elder women, I ooth familiar. 1 am sure that the 
6Ild all the few men who otIered them- Heathens and M llSSulmans, and there 
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11 ere many of them, who looked in on 
uu,' congregation this morning, had no 
fdult to find with the decency and ex· 
ternal abstraction either of the native 
or European worshippers. The night 
wa~ inten,dy hot, put I, and, by my 
advice, Colonel Alexander. passed it in 
very tolerable comfort, by sleeping on 
a couch in an open verandah. 

&ptember l:l.-This morning I had 
the agreea hie surprise to find that 
Messrs. ]\fackod and Frazer had come 
over from fienares during the night. 
We went to church together, where I 
aho found Mr. l\forris. I had conse. 
quently four clt'rgynlen with me, be. 
sides the catechists Howley and Ad. 
lington,-a more numerous body than 
could, thirty years a""o, have been mns. 
tered in the whole Presidency of Fort 
William. The congregation, too, was 
more numerous than I have seen out of 
Calcutta. The invalids of the garriscn 
who attended amounted to above two 
hundred Europeans, besides the officers 
and civil servants and their families, 
and I should think It hundred natiycs. 
ALout one hundred and thirty staid 
the Sacrament, of which the natives 
amounted to n~ly seventy. and I was 
led to observe that the women of their 
num~r who had been Mussulmans 
pertinaciously kept their veils down, 
and even recci ved the bread on a corner 
of the muslin, rather than expose the 
bare hand. One of the others, a very 
young woman who had been confirmed 
the day before, instead of extending 
the hand, threw back her veil, and 
opened her mouth, by which I guessed 
she had been brought up a. Roman Ca
tholic. All weTe very devout IIlld at
tentive,-some shed tears, and the man
ner in which they prooounced .. Ameen" 
was very soleDln and touching. The 
Hindoostanee I,rayers read extremely 
well, but they are so full of Arabic and 
Persian words, that tho~e convel1s who 
have not been Mussulmans must, I fear, 
fiud some difficulty in understanding 
them. 

After dinner we again attended 
Church, first for Hiudoostance prayer, 
afterwards for the usual English ser· 
vice. The former was attendcIl by I 
sIlfluId suppose two hundred l't'rsons, 

VOL. l. 

many of whom, howevtt", were Heatllent. 
and Mussulmans, who di..<:tinguished 
themselves by keeping their to.rbans 
on. Mr.lVIorris read the praYf!fs, omit. 
ting the Psalms and the First Lesson, 
neither of which, unfortunately. are as 
yet translated into Hindoostanee, th6ugb 
thl! latter is in progress, and Mr. Bow
ley preached a very useful and sensible 
sermon. He speaks Hindoostanee with 
the fluency of It native, and J was 
pleased to find that r could follow the 
argument of his sermon with far more 
ease than I expected. 

Chunar, or " Chunar-Gurh," that is, 
Cbunar Castle, nsed to be of great im· 
port3nC(l as a militl:ry post before the 

-vast extension of the British frontier 
westward. It is one of the principal 
stations for such invalids as are still 
equal tQ garrison duty; and on them 
at the present moment, owing to the 
low state of the COlJlpany's army, and 
the demand for men in the east, all the 
dutl of Chunar depends, which, from 
theIr health, they are barely equal to, 
though they are, Europeans and Sepoys 
together, a tllousand men. The Se· 
poy inva!ids Jtave mostly grown old in 
the seTVlce, and are weather-beatel 
fellows, with no other injury than what 
time has intlicted. Some of the Eu
ropeans are very old likewise j there jp 
one who fought with Clive, and ha. 
still no infirmity but dearness and dim 
sight. The majority, however, arc· 
men still hardly advanc.ed beYOlld 
youth, early victims of a. devouring 
climate, assisted, perhaps, by careless
ness and intemperance; and it was a 
pitiable spectacle to see the white 
emaciated hands thrust out under a 
soldier's sleeve to receive the Sacra
ment, and the pale cheeks, and tall 
languid figures of men, who, if they 
had remained in Europe, would have 
been still overfiowing with youthful 
vigour and vivacity, the best plough
men, the strongest wrestlers, and the 
merriest dancers of the village. The 
invalids of Chunar have borne a very 
bad character for their profligacy and 
want of discipline j but Colonel Alex
ander says that he never commanded 
men who, on the whole, gave him less 
trouble, and a favourable character 

II 
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is given of many by the Missionary, 
Mr. Greenwood. I ~ould judge well 
of thE!m from their attendance in 
Church,f,nd the remarkable seriousness 
of their deportment while there.* 

Septemller 13.-This morning I went 
again with Colonel Alexander and my 
two friends from Benares to see the 

• During the Bishop'. stav at Chunar a me
morik! was addressed to him' through Colonel 
Roht'rtson. commandant of the garrt.on. by 
the gentlemen "ho compose the committee 
for thp care of the church and the mission pre: 
misps, expreq.ing a hope that Government 
"ould .. llow a small monthly sum to a. •• ist in 
preserving a buildin~" Illch had been erected, 
Rnd hitherto maintained, "ithout any \8slst. 
ance from Governmt'nt. To this memorial 
the Hi,hop returned the following answer from 
Allahabad, to Colonel Robertson '-

n I have to QCh.nowlpd~e the receipt of your 
obliging letter, as "ell as the very interesting 
and important memorial contained in it. In 
an'''er to both r beg leave to my, that among 
the many circum8tanli/'" which rendered my 
visit to Chunar an agreeable one, a principal 
wos the pleosure which I derived from "itnes.
ing the dimensions, the solidity, and good 
ta.tp of the church, as "ell as the highly Cre
ditable manner in which divine servIce was 
performed, and the numprous, orderly, and 
ilevout attendance of the Europeans o'{ your 
~arrison, as well as their nat! ve wives and 
,,!dows. I feel, therefore, no les8 forcibly 
than the gentlemen of the chureh commIttee 
them.e!vp., an anxiety that 80 striking Il proof 
of the piety and liberality of individuals at 
the station should not be sulfered to fall to 
decay through a "ant of the fostering Rand of 
(}overnment; and that the I(allant men who 
have spent their health and strength in their 
country'. cause should not be deprived, in 
their ag'e and Inllrmltips, of tile comforts" hlch 
the ordinances of religIon are only Rblp to 
Rupply. J beg }Oll, therefore, to beheve that 
tile o~iects of your applIcation, 80 far as lap. 
prehend them to be complltiLle "ith some 
general measures to the same good end. "hich 
J IIn~e reason to anticipate from tile care 01 
Government, shall not want my best recom
mendation, Or my ~a~nest "i.hes for their sue
c~"" wi'h a Government which, I willingly 
1 ear th"m ",ltnt"8, to the extent orthe means 
.. ntrus·ed to them, have always sho"n them
sdve. anxiolls for the encouragement and IUp' 
I~lrt of such feeling. and such conduct a8 1 
"itnes.ed in the ,·eteran. of Chunar. 

" May J request you to convey to the gentle
men of the church committee my thanks in 
tIl(' name of the Church of England and teli
g ion in general, for the lIberality which thel' 
"ave shown and the juilgment "lIh which 
that liberal expenditure ha~ been condll~ted; 
and to o.ccept at the same time my best thank. 
for all the kindne" with "hich you have per· 
90nally favoured me. 

.. (Signed) 1I1oll'ALD CALCUTTA.:'-ED. 

tomb of Shekh Soliman,* and after 
breakfast I went on board, taking leave 
of my friends with a more earnest wish 
to meet again than travellers can often 
hope to feel. Nothing occurred this 
day or the next much worth recording. 
We made a very slow progress with
the tow-line, under a burning sun, and 
without wind. TIle country is pretty, 
but the river falling very low, with 
great bare banks of brown earth visible 
on each side. The boatmen all cry out 
that there will be a famine in these 
provinces, though in Bengal, where rice 
is the staple crop, the harvest will pro
bably be a very fine one, the danger 
there being of too much, rather than 
too little water. This heat brings all 
odious insects out of their lurking
places; I found in my cabin a large 
scorpion, not like that which I had seen 
before, but black and hairy, and two 
more were found by mT servantS.. 
Near Seill~r the Corries boats were 
attacked-by a swarm of large waspll. 
which stung every person on board; it 
is a celebrated iili1ace fot',.;sugar, which 
ind'e'ett"M"mscu tiVafe<I'to 'a'lI"eat and 
increasing extent in aU this part of the 
country. At most of the ghats leadinfl 
to the villages, I see large rollers of 
Chunar stone, apparently jnst landed 
from boats, and tntended to crnsh the 
sugar-canes. The demand must be 
great to elicit such a ~upply. 

Septembe1' 15.-We llassed Mirza
poor, the size and .apparent opulence of 
which surprised me, as it is a place of 
no ancient importance or renown, has 
grown up completely since the Bnglish 

I • The following i$ an extract of a letter froTt) 
Colon~1 AleKRnder to the edltor, dated Lon· 
don. 13th Julv, 1821:-

.. It mav,at a time .. hen everytl,ing relating 
to the rot'mory of ."ch a man is pro:cious, be 
InterestIng to YOIl 10 hear, that durmg th~ I.w 
day. f he reveN'd n,.hop honoured ro .. with hI. 
company at Chunar, 1D Ol1r early drive one 
morDlng 10 mv "ig, I pointed out to him a 
largp .tone ulo!, of ~urIOUS manufacture," hleh 
had jll,t been 1IC1I1ptured, and "as nearly ready 
for traMmisslOn to He'lllJ'e., to be .et up ift 
one of tIle temples. His lordship descen.le'\ 
from the gIg, and surveyed It" ,t It deep atten· 
hon, but 8Rld little, Those, however, "ho 
knew' hlln may eMily im.gine "h .. t were the 
working. of hl8 mind at th .. sillht 01 su~h an 
ohwct, not many months before he\\n frOID 
the nelKhLourit111 QIUU"IY "--l'r. 
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power has been lstablished here, and . villas, mosques, and palaces, with tllt:! 
und('r6urGovermnentis only an inferior fragments of tanks and canals, and tl.e 
Civil btation, with a fl'w native troops. vestiges of inclosures. But this ruin 
It is, how<;ver, a very great town, as had occurred before the Brbish arms 
large, I shoukl t1ink, as Patua, with had extended thus far, and while the 
nlauy handsome native houses, and a COIlIltry was under the tyranny and 
vast nUlllber of· mosques and temples, never-ending invasions of the Persians, 
numerow; nnd elegant bungalows in"its Affghans, and Maharattas. Even here 
outskirts and on the opposite side of the a great improvement had taken place 
river,-a grc ... t number of boats of all before he left Agra, and he hoped to 
kinds moored under its ghats, and is find a much greater on his return. He 
computeu to contain between two and apprehended that, on the whole, all 
thrce hundred thousand people. India had gained under British rule, 

This is, indeed, a most rich and strik- except, perhaps, Dacca and its neigh
wg land. lIere, in the bpace of little bOUl'hopd, where t?~anufactures had 
nlorc than two hundrtd miles, along been nearly ruij:led:' 
the same river. I have passed six towns, W~ slept this night off a village r.alled 
nolle of them less populous than Chester, Janghuirabad, in a pretty situation, 
-two (Patlla and Mirzapoor) more so with a grove of fine round-topped trees, 
Ulan llirmingham; and one, 13enares, under which a large pulwar was build
more p~opled tllan auy city in Europe, ing. Several suglll'-Iilill rollers were 
exeept London and Paris I And this on the beach, the bank was very high, 
bebides villages innumerable. I oL- and much of it halling been recently 
served to Mr. Corrie that I had ex- deserted by the water, the smell was 
peeted to find agriculture in Hindostan very unpleasant. I have ~eat reason to 
111 a flourishing state, but the great be thankful that under thl8 tremendous 
cities ruined, in consequence of the sun, my spirits and appetite remain as 
ruiu of the Mussulman DobIes. He good as usual. 
answered. that certainly very many September I6.-We passed an old 
andent families had gone to decay, but Gossain, who said his age was one hun
L\! did not think the gap had been ever dred and four, and that he had no CODl
perceptible in his time, in this part of plaint but dimness of sight. He told 
India, since it had been more than filled me that the last ten years had been re
up by a new order rising from the mid- markable for an interruption, and frt
dling classes, whose wealth had, during quently an entire cessation of the rainli 
his recollection, increased "Tery greatly. in September, which he never remem
Far, indeed, from those cities which bered before. He thought jt would 
we had already passed, decaying, most continue two years longer," for," sa)s 
of them had much increased in the he," everythiugchanges once in twelve 
IlUmber of their houses, and in what is years for good or bad; the bad is 
I.l sure sign of wealth in India, the nearly gone now-the good will comt, 
number and neatness of their ghats and only be patient." 
temples, bil1ce he was last. IlI're. No- ",p moored at night near a snnd
thing, he said, was plainer to him. froID 1 banK ill the middle of the river, in 
the multitude of little improvements or company with several other vessels, 
this kind, of small temples and bunga..- among others the Beet of General Mar. 
lows, ptlltly in the European style, but tindell, but, from the nature of our 
obviously inhabited by natives, that quarters, with little facility of com
wealth was becoming more abund- munieatiou. The heat had continued 
ant among the middling ranks, and intense all dav, but about midnight th(> 
tllat such of them as are rich are not wind changed to the east, and was re
afraid of appearing so. The great freshing and even cold. 
cities in the Dooab, he said, were indeed September 17.--After another day's 
scenes of desolation. The whole ('oun- sailing we moored under a high I,re
try round Delhi and Agra, when he first cipitous bank, which, like all those we 
f;l\W it, Wall filled with marble ruins of now see, was wom into a regular suc· 

li~ 
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cession of steps, following 'all the wavy 
lines l)f its fuce, aud marking the 
gradual, though in this year most 
rapid SQlsiding of the water. The 
uppermost of these was at least thirty 
feet above the present level of the river, 
and higher still the usual bank or 
sand-hill arose about twenty feet more. 
I climbed with some trouble to the 
top of this for my twilight walk, taking 
Abdullah with me. After passing the 
usual margin of high jungle-grass, with 
its beautiful silky tufts, hanging over 
our heads, we got into a field of Indian 
corn. with a pretty good path through 
it, but DO other appt'arance of a village, 
and the country, so far as the imperfect 
light allowed me to discover, more wild' 
and jungly than any which I had passed 
sipce Sicligully. A brilliant light, 
however, beamed up among the trees 
at some distance, and I walked towards 
it in the idea th~ it was a cowman's 
cottage, and that I might get some milk, 
the goats I had on board being dry. 
0'1 approaching it, however, and when 
we got within about one hundred yards, 
it suddenly disappeared, and we found 
neitller path lIor village. Abdullah 
observed, that these people could have 
IJeen about DO good, that it was" very 
like a jugglery fire, and w~ had better 
turn back again." I answered, that I 
thought they were more like thieves 
than jugglers, to which he replied it 
might be so, for a slip of country near 
us either now was, or had been very 
lately, under the Nawab of Oude, and 
was a mere nest of thieves. .. Well," 
said I, " if they are thieves, it will not 
be desirable to have them so near our 
bonts to-night, and we will at least go 

• lip to the place where the fire has been. 
As for juggl!'ry you know we are 
Christians, aud the devil caunot hurt 
118." I had not, indeed, the smallest 
idea that there was risk, inasmuch as 
we were two of us, and my boat within 
bail. I fult also sure that a village 
was not far off, or at least a cowshed, 
from a shepherd's pipe which I had 
heard in that direction just before we 
1anded. I still wondered we saw DO

thing, till I came close uJ!On a little 
shed of Iltraw, out of which a man 
thrust his head. and in answer to my 

qu:estion of " Who's $ere 1" answered 
.. A watch." Abdullah asked him why 
be had put out his light; he said that 
he was watching his cucumbers, that 
he had lighted a fire to keep off wild 
beasts, but on hearing our voi~ had . 
covered it up with turf, lest it'4 light 
should attract more eompany than h. 
desired to his garden. The village, he 
said, was still at some distance, and 
with the little light which remained we 
should not easily find it. In fact it 
was so dark by the time we returned to 
the bank, that I was obliged to eall for 
a lantern to find my way down again. 
I asked what beasts the man had to 
apprehend, and be answered wild hogs 
and wolves j the former would certainly 
be likely to visit his cucumbers, anll a 
fire might keep them at a dbtaucc, but 
the latter must be much more audacious 
in this country than in Europe, if they 
would come near a living and waking 
man. It is probable, however, that the 
imperfect meaus of defence pOb.'€ssed 
by these poor people, together with 
their fatalist principles and consequellt 
neglect of precautions, may give mis
chievous animals a greater confidence 
than they are likely to posrcss in the 
neighbourhood of the strong, hardy, 
and intelligent peasants of Russia or 
Sweden. 

The district of which Abdullah sp<>ke 
as subject to the NawiJ.b of Oude is 
about four miles a-head of our present 
station, and is called L1ll:ha-geery. 
It was a part of the joiD~ure of Haonut 
Ali Khan's mother, who refnsed to 
alienate it when Allaltabad and the 
neighbouring provinces were ceded to 
the Company. Since her de:lth it has 
been exchanged for a large tract of our 
conquests in Nepaul. While suhject to 
the Begum and the Nawab, it was in
deed a nest of thieves, but is now under 
the same police with the re~t of the 
Company's territories. 

The day had been as hot ~s its pre 
decessor, but towards sunset a light 
pleasant air sprung from the east, in 
which quarter also I saw a collection of 
clouds with some lightning, and other 
indic~tions of rain, if not immediately. 
yet, it mif:ht be hoped, in a dar or two. 

September IS.-This mOI'IllDg. as I 
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was at breakf:u.t, the alarm was given 
of a gTeat snake in the after-cabin, 
which llad found its way into a b:u.ket 
containing two caps, presents for my wife 
and myself from Meer U shruff Ali of 
Dacca. It was immediately, and with
out examination, pronounced to be a 
IJ.rge " Chichta," cobra de capdlo, and 
caused great alarm amongst my ser
vants; however, on diblodging it from 
its retreat, it nlerely Foved to be a 
water snake. It appeared to have been 
coiled up very neatly round the fur of 
tlle cap, and though its bite would not 
hJ.ve been venomous, would certainly 
haye inflicted a severe wound 01\ any 
body who had incautiously opened the 
basket. I had once or twice Since leav
ing Chunar fancied I heard a gentle 
hissing, but the idea of a snake in the 
boat seemed so improbable, that I at
tributed it to dillerent causes, or to 
fallcy. Much wonder was expressed at 
finding it in such a place, but as I have 
seen one of the sante kind climb a tree, 
it is probable that it had ascended one 
of the ropes by which the boat is moored 
at night. I had heard at Patna of a 
lady who once lay a whole night with 
a cobra de capello under her pillow; 
~he repeatedly thought during the night 
that something moved, and in the 
morning when she snatched her pillow 
away, she round the thick black throat, 
the square head, and green diamond
like eye, advanced within two inches of 
her neck. The snake was without 
malice, his hood was uninflated. and he 
was merely enjoyingthe warmth of his 
nc!>t j but, alas I for her, if she had 
during the night pressed him a little 
too roughly 1 

The bauks under LucM-geery are 
more than usually picturesque, being 
very lofty and steep, covered down to 
high-water mark with beautiful pendent 
creepers, and backed by a considerable 
juugle. The stream was 60 rapid that 
we were obliged to cross to the other 
side,lInd fortunately had a light easterly 
breele again to a~sist us. The suu, 
however, wa~. I think, hotter than ever. 
Y was amused to find that thest' boat
ntm have the ~me fillJcy with ollr 
l~nglish sail.:>rs about whibtling for a 
" indo 

Within these few days all the vermin 
part of Noah's household seem to have 
taken a fancy to my little ark. To the 
scorpions, the cockroaches, t~ ants, 
and the snake, were added thiS morn
ing two of the largest spiders I ever 
saw, and such as I regretted afterwards 
I did not preserve in spirits. In a 
bottle they would have made mousters 
fit for the shelf of any conjurer in 
Christendom. About three o'(·lock, as 
we were doubling a saud-bank, some 
fishermen came on board with a large 
fish, which they called "rooh," SOntt'
thing like a carp, and weighing, 1 
should guess, twenty pounds, for which 
they.onlyasked six anas, and I bought 
it for my servants. I asked if they 
had any more, on which they produced 
two others, between them a fuir load 
for an ass, and of a ldnd which I never 
saw before. They wt"rc ugly fi~h, with 
heads a little like tgads, a smooth skin 
without scales, of a pale olive colour, 
one high dusky-coloured upright fin OIl 

the back, and another on each side, with 
a forked tail; their name "baghee." 
Abdullah said they were eatable and 
wholesome, so I bought them also, as a 
feast for the dandees. The Mussul
mans, however, objecred. to them on the 
Mosaic ground of having no scales, so 
that they fell to the share exclusively 
of the Hindoos, who form the crews of 
the baggage and cook boats, and they 
'Were beyond measure delighted and 
grateful. Two alligators showed them
~dves to-day, but at some distance j 
they are evidently shy, but fish seenl 
extremely abundant in this part of the 
river. While I was writing the above, 
another very fine rooh was brought 011 

board, the fishermen swimming with it 
from the land; and being content to 
dispose of it for four anas. I bought 
this too for the M~sullIlan dandees, so 
that every person on board had fish to
day, and the co~t did not exceed half-a
crown, no great sum to make forty peo
ple happy for the afternoon! 

The east wind blew pleasantly aU 
the afternoon, bringing up a good many 
clouds, but no actual rain. It helped 
us across some very bad passes of the 
stream, where without its aid we might 
have been detained mallY hours. '.r 
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even days. A little after five o'clock I hparing our voices, they were afraid; 
we arrived at a village called Diha, , the, fpoke of the nearest village as a 
where there is a large nullah, which, ' coss ami a half distant, and displayeu 
"hell Dllrfigab1e. aflbrds the easiest aud great reluctance to undertake to guide 
lUOst direct passage to Allahabad. At us there. There was no Thanna, they 
present the water was too shallow, and said, nearer than two CO&S. Thl'y spoke 
we Wl>nt by the main stream. Moham- not Oordoo, but what Abdullah ~aid 
med wUllted to stop here, but, as we was the true lIindoo. Milk they called 
had wind and daylight still, I urtred not "doodh," but "p:aorus," "cow-dew," 
him to proceed a little further, and to from" russ," "r08." Raiu they called 
moor on the eastem bank, along which "ru,ys" simply. They toM us of a 
1 apprehended the great Dak-road to good path through the Indian corn to 
run, and de,lgned to push on in my the river, in following which we came 
palanquin to Allahabad that night. to another 81led of the same sort, where 
Unfortunately the wind soon grew a man with his wife and chi1tlI'~n were 
fainter, and j the stream being very cookin~ their supper. The man cal It 
strong, it was quite dark befor!9 we to us for heaven's sake not to COl. e 
reached the eastern shore. I deter- near him, for he was a Brahmin, and 
mined on going myself to ascertain if our approach would oblige him to fling 
there was a village near, both as liking away his mess. In an,wer to my de
to explore, and under the idea that, by sire that he would sell some milk, he 
f;ceing the Thannadar, could any such said he could scll us nonc, but if I 
be found, I should iudge better for my- chose to take a small jug VI hich stood 
self as to the possibility or expediency on one side, I might. ":Kay," f;aid I, 
of engaging bearers, either immediately "I take nothing without paying." .. I 
or for the next mornillg. I accord- am a Brahmin," he replied, "and dare 
ingly set out, having a dandee with a not sell milk, but I pve it to you vo
lantern, Abdullah and one of the Tin- luntarily." "Well, Brahmin," I an
daIs, with each a spear, a defence which swered," take up the jug and bring it 
the formcr assured me might not be to the boat, and I will give you a pre
superfluous, and' would at all events sent, not for the milk, but voluntarily, 
v/aklJ me rl',~pected. I had only my great and because you are a good fellow." 
stick a~ usual, but this is a tolerably He immediately started up with exct'e,i
large one; and, well u~ed, 'l\ou1d in this ing good-will, and went with us, t.'llk
count"Y be no incon~id~rable weapon. ing all the way, but in a dialect which 
I had Imother fruitless ramble thl'olll-th I comp1'ehenued but little. I only un
very high corn, some of it literally derstood tllat he boasted of his' own 
ahove my head, and over a broad extent courage in not heiIlg afraid of us wht:n 
of fallow and pasture, but found no we came up; most people would have 
village. Some li~hts were visihle, but been fO, he said, but he had a brother 
they were extinguished as my party who was a Sepoy, and he had been to 
cIrew near, and it was not ea~y to dis- , see him wi,th his regiment at Sultan
cover ~ hence they proceeul'd •• I had poor, anti theref(lre he was not afraid 
the caution to mark the position of the whrn he ~aw .1 Rahib at the heat.! of the 
!'tars bl'fore I set out, or we ~hould party. lIe sahl he was one of the vil
have had much trouble to find our way Jage watchmen, and that it was le1's cIe
h:\Ck again. At length we stumbled grading fi)r a Drahmin to be thus em-
011 a llerdsman's bhed, whe~e we found ployed than, as a cultivator, which 
two men, whom the sight of our 8pears ~CClIlS to be by no mean~ all moual OCCtl

put, not without some cause, in great pation for them in this part of India, 
alarm. and from whom we could get though it is often ~een ill other districts. 
little for some time but prote~tati01ls I returm'<i by a circuitous but level 
that they were very POOl', and entreaties path along the IJeach, \\ llich '1\ as sand, 
not to hurt them. They had put ont ami ~o preei,eh as if tI,lI" tide had .iu~t 
their fite, they 8aid, hecause it was a Idt i-, ! CQuld lwve f.mcied my:-.elf in 
lonely place, and seeing OUI light, and OM of my e\cning walks 1·) th,· ~ea-
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side in England, had not the dark 
uaked limbs, and the weapons of\my 
companions, remiJ;lded me that I "faS 
in a far distant land, I was a good 
deal disappointed at the result of this 
expedition, since I had beeu anxious to 
reach Allahabad in time to have ser
vice on the following day (Sunday). 
That, however, was now apparently 
impossible, and I was obliged to be 
coutent with my walk, and with the 
good appetite which it procured me. 

The clouds had been gradually rising 
f!'Om the eru;tward all day, but no rain 
fell where I was, though some seemed 
to fall in the neighbourhood. The 
uight was cool and pleasant. I find 
all the people here, particularly the 
M ussulmans, pronounce Allahabad, 
"llIahabaz." Allah is certainly. very 
often pronounced Ullah or IIlall, but 
why "Abad," the Persian word for 
abode, should be altered, I do not 
know. ' 

&ptemfJer 19.-This morning we 
were gratified by a light sprinkling of 
rain, I trust the forerunner of more. 
The fine easterly wind, however, failed, 
and the poor men had a hard, though 
not a. long day's tow to Allahabad, 
where I arrh'ed about tWG in the after
noon. As it is here that my journey 
by water terminates, I shall set down 
some information concerning Benares, 
which I have learned since my leaving 
it 
1he city of Benares is certainly the 

ri'c'hest, as wt'll as, probably, the most 
popq,lous in India; it is also the best 
govErned in respect to its police, which 
is carried on by a sort of national 
guard, the chuprassies, of whom I have 
made frequent mention, chosen by the 
inhabitants themselves, and merely ap-
proyed of by the magistrates. There 
are about five hundred of these in the 
city, which is divided into sixty wards, 
with a gate to each which is shut at 
night, and guarded by one of these 
people. In consequence, not withstand
lDg the vast population, the crowds of 
beg!!llrs and pilgrims of all countries 
(of Maharatta pilgrims alone tllere are 
generally some twt'nty thousand in the 
place, many of them armed, and of 
,al'lik~ allli predatory habits). robberies 

and murders' are very rare, while thtr 
guards being elected and paid by tht: 
respectable householders, have an in
terest in ~ing civil, well-beh,aved. and 
attentive,:) 

The army at Secrole is never called 
in except in cases of extremity, accord
ing to an excellent rul~ laid down and 
strictly observed by the government of 
Bengal, never to employ the military 
force except in affairs of real war, or 
where an'active and numerous police i§ 
visibly incompetent to provide fo\' the 
public safety. Only one instance of tht: 
military being called in has occurred 
at Benares during the last twenty-fiye 
YCirs, which was on occasion of the 
quarrel I have .&.tready noticed between 
the Mussulmans and Hindoos. At d,at 
time Mr. Bird was magistrate, and he 
gave me a far more formidjlble idea of 
the tumult than I had previously formed. 
One-half of the po.rulation was literally 
armed against the other, and the fury 
which actuated both was more like that 
of demoniacs thMl rational enemies. It 
began by the l\lussulmans breaking 
down a famous pillar, named Siva's 
walking-staff; held in high veneration 
by the Hindoos. These last In revenge 
burnt and broke down a mosllue, and 
the retort of the first ap;gressors was to 
kill a coW', and pour her blood into the 
sacred well. In consequence every 
Hindoo able to bear arms, and many 
who had no other fitness for the em
ployment than rage supplied, procured 
weapons, and attacked their enemies 
with frantic fury wherever they met 
them. Being the most numerous party, 
they put the Mussulmans in danger of 
actual extermination, and would cer
tainly have, at least, burned every 
mosque in the place before twenty-four 
hours were over, if the Sepoys had not 
been called in. Of these last the tem
per was extremely doubtful. By far 
the greater number of them were Hin
doos, and perhaps one-half Brahmins; 
anyone of them, if he had been his 
own ma~t.;r, would have rejoiced in all 
opportunity of shedding his life's blood 
in a quarrel with the l\1ussulmans;aml 
of the mob who attaeked them, the 
13rahmius, yoguees, gossaius, and otht'l' 
religions meudicants formed the front 
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rank, their bodies and faces covered tha.' has palised, I am sure w~ shal.! 
with chalk and ashes. their long hall' never turn Mussulmal.s." 
untied as devoted to .~eath, showmg After the tumult was quelled, a verY 
their strings, and yelIihg out to th~m carious and impressin sceue SllCCct-ded:; 
all the bit.erest curses of their religion, the holy city had been profimed; the 
if they persisted in urging an wmatural blood of a cow had been mixed -with 
war against their brethren and their I the purest water of GWlga, ami salva
gods. The Sepoys, however, were im- tion was to be obtained at Benares no 
movable. &garding their military longer. All the Brahmins in tbe city, 
oath as the most sacred of all obliga.- amounting to many thousands, went 
tions, they fired at a Brahmin as rea- down in melancholy proceshion, with 
dily as at anyone else. and kept gUard ashes on their beads, naked, and fast
at the gate of 11 mosque as fctithfully ing, to the principal ghats leading t.o 
and fe~lessly as if it bad been the gate the river, and sate there with their 
of one of their own temples. Their hands folded, their heads hanging down. 
courage and steadiness preserved Be- to all appearance inconsolable, and re
nares from ruin. • fusing to enter a house, or to taste food. 

One observation of some of the Hindoo Two or three days of this abstinence, 
Sepoys was remarkable. The pillar, however, began to tire them, and a hint 
the destruction ofwhieh led to all the was given to the magistrates and other 
tumult, had originally stood in one of public men, that a visit of condolence 
the Hindoo temples which were de- and an expression of sympathy with 
stroyed by Aurungzebe, and mosques these holy mourners would sufficiently 
built over them. In'''the mosque, how- comfort them. and give them an osten
ever, it still was suffered to exist, and sible reason for returning to their usual 
pilgrimages were made to it by the employment. Accordingly all the 
Hil1doos through the connivance of the British functionaries went to the 'prin
Mussulmans, in consequence of their cipal ghllt, expressed their sorrow for 
being allowed to receive half of all the the distress in which they saw them, 
ofierings made there. It was a very but reason,ed with them on the ab
beautiful shaft of one stone, forty feet surdity of punishing themselves for ~n 
high, and covered with exquisite carv- act in which they had no share, and 
ing. Thj~ carving gave offence to se- which they had done their utmost to 
veral zealous Mohammedans, but the prevent or avenge. This prevailed. 
quarrel which habtened its destruction and after much bitter weeping, it \'\ as 
arOSt', as I have stated, from the unfor- resolved that Ganges was Gauges still, 
tunate rem'ontre of the rival proces- that a succcssion of c~t1y ofiering'$ 
sions. ne~pecting the pillar a tradition from the laity of Benares might wipe 
had long prevailed among the lIindoos, out the stain which their religioJ\ had 
that it was gradually sinking in the received, and that the advice of the 
ground, that it had been twice the vi- judges was the best and most reason
sible height it then showed, and that able. Mr. Bird, who was one of the 
when its summit was level with the ambassadors on this occasion, told me 
{'lIrth, all nations were to be of one that the scene was very impressive and 
clste, and the religion of Brahma to even awful. The gaunt squalid ligures 
have an end. Two Brahmin Sepoys of the devotees, their vi~ible and, ap
were kepping guard in the mosque pan'ntIy, unafiected anguish and dIS
where the defaced and prostrate pillar may, the screams and outcri('s of the 
lay. "Ah," said one of them, "we have women who surrounded them, and dIe 
seen that which we never thought to great numbers thus assembled, altoge
see, Siva's shaft has its head even with ther constituted a spectacle of woe such 
the ground; we shall all be of one caste as few cities but Benares could supply. 
shortly, what will be our religion Yet even this was exce«ied by a 
then P" .. I suppose the Christian," spectacle of a kind almost similar, 
flnswered the other. "I suppO!'e FO which Benares off ('red on another occa
too," rejoined the first, H for after all sinn. Government had then, uuad. 
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nseuly, imposed a house-tax of a very Some of the leading Brahmins sent 
unpopular character, both from its written hand-bills to the wards in He-
amount and its novdty. To this tlte nares nearest the college, and to some 
natIves objected, that they recognised • of the adjoining villages, decbring very 
in their Britibh rulers the same rights shortly the causes and necessity of the 
which bad been exercisl:d by the Mo- measures which, they were about to 
guls,-that the land-tax was theirs, adopt, calling on all lovers of their 
and that they could inIpose duties on country and national creed to join in it, 
commouities going to market, or for ex- and commanding, under many bitter 
portation: but that their houses were curses, every person who received it to 
their own,-that they had never been forward it to his next neighbour. Ac
intermeddled with in any but their cordingly it flew over the country like 
landed property. a.wl eenIlllodities used the fiery cross in the "Lany of the 
m. fr!I:fIi:c;-an<I that the same power Lake," and three days after it was is
which now inIposed a heavy and un- sued, and before Government were in 
beard-of tax on their dwellings, might the least apprised of the plan, above 
do the same next year on their children three bumlred thousand persons, as it 
and themselves. These considerations, is said, deserteu'their houses, shut up 
thOllgh backed by strong representa- their shops, suspended the labour of 
tions from the magistrates, produced no their farms, forbore to light fires, dl'l.'fs 
effect in Calcutta; on which the ,\,!,hole victuals, many of them even to eat, and 
population of Benares and its neigh- sate down with folded arms and droop
bourhood determined to sit "dhurua" ing heads, like so many sheep, on the 
till their grievances were redressed. plain which surrounds Benares. 
To sit "dhurna," or mourning, is to ,The local Government were exceed
remain motionless in that posture, with- ingly perplexed. There was the cbanee 
out food, and exposed to the weather, that very many of tht'se strange beings 
till the person against whom it is em- would really perish, either from their 
ployed consents to the request offered: obstinacy, or the diseases which tbey 
and the Hindoos believe, that whoever would contract in their present situa
dies under such a process becomes a tion. There was a probability that 
tormenting spirit to haunt and atIlict famine would ensue from the interrup
his inflexible antagonist. This is a tion of agricultural labours at the most 
practice not unfrequent in the inter- critical time of the year. There was a 
course of individuals, to enforce pay- certainty that the revenue would suffe .. 
ment of a debt, or forgiveness of one. very materially from the total cessation 
And among Hindoos it is very prevail- of all traffic. And it migbt even I'e 
ing, not only from the apprehended apprehended that their despair, and the 
dreadlill 'consequences of the death of excitement occasioned by such a dis
the \letitioner, but because many are of play of physical force, would lead them 
Opimon, that while a person sits dhurna. to far stronger demonstrations of dis
at their door, they must not themselves content than that of sitting dhurna. 
presume to eat, or undertake any secular On the other hand, the authorities of 
business. It is even said that some Benares neitlIer were permitted, nor 
persons Ilire Brahmins to sit dhnrna. would it have been expedient, to yield 
for them, the thing being to be done by to such a demand, so urged. They 
proxy, and tlIe dhurna of a Brahmin conducted themselves with great pru
being naturally more awful in its ef- . dence and good temper. Many of the 
fects than tbat of a Soodra could be. I natives appeared to expect, and the 
do not know whether Ulere is any ex- Brahmins perhaps hoped, that they 
ample under their ancient princes of a would still further outrage the feelings 
conbiderable portion of the- people of the people, by-violently suppressing 
taking this strange method of remon- their assemblage. They did no such 
strance against opl(ression, but in this thing, but coolly reasoned 1I<ith some of 
case ~ was done WIth great resolution, the ringleaders on tlIe impossibility that 
ami surprising concert and unanimity. Government should yield to remon· 
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strances so enforced. They, however, 
told them expressly, in answer to theIr 
inquiries, that if theYJ chose to sit 
dhurna it..was their own affair; and 
that so long as they only injured them
selves, and were peaceable in their be
haviour to others, Government would 
not meddle with them. They did not 
omit, however, to bring a strong body 
of Europeans from Dinapoor and Gha
zeepoor, to the neighbouring canton
Ull'Ut, without appearing to watch the 
conduct of the natives, or putting it 
iuto their heads that th~y suspected 
them of violent intentions. At last the 
multitude began to grow very hungry, 
and a thunder-shower which fell ~de 
them wet, cold, and uncomfortahl~. 
Some of the party'proposed a change of 
operations, a11<1 that a deputatioll of' 
ten thousand should be sent to address 
the Governor-General p~rsonally. This 
was eagerly carrie4 by a majority, 
heartily tired of their situation, and the 
next question was, how these ml!n 
should be maintained during thdr jour
ney? when one leading Brahmin pro
posed a tax on houses. A string. was 
nere struck which made the whol~ in
strument jar. "A tax on h()u~es! if 
we are to pay a tax on houses after all, 
we might as well have remained on 
good terms with our Governmcnt, sit
ting under our vines and fig-trees, and 
neither hungry nor rheumatic." A 
great number caught at the excuse for 
a rupture, and rose to go home, but the 
remainder determincd that all should 
go to the Governor, every man at his 
own charge. The seeds of di~union 
were already sown. and ·the majority 
Ilhsented themselves from the mustcr 
which was held three days aftel·. From 
ten to twenty thou~and, however, really 
assembled with such proVIsions as they 
could collect, and began their march, 
still unmolested by the magi&trates, 
whose whole conduct was wise and 
merciful; they well calculated that 
provisions would 800n fall short, and 
travelling become wearisome, and 
merely watched theiJ> motions at some 
distance with a corps of cavalry. They 
knew that hunger would make them 
plunder, and that the hilly and jnngly 
mad from Benares to the neighbour-

hood of Bllrdwan afforded few facili. 
ties for the subsistence of so great a 
multitude. Accordingly, in a few 
days, they melted away to so smtlll a 
number, that the remainder were 
ashamed to proceed. The supreme 
Government followed up their success 
most wisely by a repeal of the oh
noxious tax, and thus ended a disturb
ance which, if it had been harshly or 
improperly managed, might have put 
all India. in a fiame. 
l'Benares being in many respects the 

c'<!m.mercial, and in all, the ecclesiasti
cal metropolis of India, I was not 6ur
prised to find persons from aU parts of 
the Peninsula reshling there) But I was 
astonishell to hear of the nun~)('r of' Per
~ians, Turks, Tartars, and even Eura
peanj;, who are to be met with. Among 
them is a Greek, a well-informed and 
well-mannered man, who has fixed him
self here for many years, living on his 
means, whatever they are, and profess
ing to study the Sanscrit. I heard II. 
good deal of him afterwards in Allaha-
bad, and was much struck by the sin
gularity and mystery of his character 
and situation. He is a very good scho
lar in the ancient lanhruage of his coun
try, and speaks good English, French, 
and Italian. His manners are those of 
a gentleman, and he lives like a person 
at his eaRe. He has little intercourse 
with the English, but is on very friendl, 
terms with the principal Hindoo famI
lies. He was once an object of sufpi
cion to Government, but after watching 
him for a long time they sa", nothing 
in his conduct to confirm their suspi
cions, and during Lord HastlOgs's first 
Pindarree wa'r, he voluntarily gave, on 
different occasions, information of 
much importance. So f~w Europeans, 
however, who can help it. resiue III In
dia, that it seems strange that any m:m 
Ehould prefer it as a residence, without 
GOme stronger motive than a fOlldness 
for Sanscrit litt'rature, more partie.!
larly since he does not appear to me I -
tate any work on the subject. He WM 
a partJJer in a Greek house in Calcuttd, 
but is now said to have retired from 
business. There is also a Itus,ian here, 
who, by a natural affinity, lives much 
with tue Greek. He is, however, a 
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trader, and has apparently moved in a 
much humbler rank of society than his 
friend. 

Though Bcnares is the holy place of 
India, the Brahmins there are less in
tolerant and prejudiced than in most 
other places. The eternal round of 
hUe ceremonies in which they pass 
their time is said to have produced in 
many of them a degree of weariness of 
theh own system, amd a disposition to 
ill,}uire after others, which does not 
eXIst ill Calcutta. I was told that the 
Archdeacon, "Ehen here, was an object 
of great interest and respect with them, 
and had he resided longer it is probable 
that he l'ould have had more converts 
than at Agra. It is also, generally 
speaking, loyal, and well-a1l'ected to the 
Company's Government, though its in
habitants being in fact superior in 
rank, wealth, and education, to those of 
the average of Indian towns, talk more 
ofrublic men and public matters. 

was curious to know what Gover
nors of India ~ad stood highest in their 
good opinion, and found that they usu
ally spoke of Warren Hastings and 
Lord Wellesley as the two greatest 
men who had ever ruled this part of 
the world, hut that they spoke with 
most affection of Mr. Jonathan Duncan. 
" Duncan sahih ka chota bhaee;' "Mr. 
Dunran's younger brother," is still tile 
usual term of praise applied to any 
puhlic mau who appears to be actuated 
hy au unusual Fplrit of kindness and 
hhel'ality towards their nation. Of the 
mltan-like and splendid character of 
Warreu Hastings, many traits are pre
served, and a lIursery rhyme, which is 
otten sung to children, seems to show 
how milch they were pleased with the 
Oriental (not European) pomp which 
he knew how to employ on occasion. 
.. Hal'hpe pur ho\\dah. ghore pur jpen. 

Juldee Lah', Jata Sahib W{c.."t:1/ 1I ... I«II! r 
Of Lord Hastings I have not found 
that they have retained any very fa
vourable impression. Yet the extent 
of his conquest..., and his pleasing man
ners during his short visit. must, I 
should think, have struck them. 

Allahabad stands in, perhaps, the 
most f:tvourable situation Which India 
affords for a great city, ill a dry and 

healthy soil, on a triangle, at the jUllC. 
tiou of the two mighty streams, Gunga 
and Jumna, with an easy communica
tion with Bombay and Ma~as, and ca
pable of being fortifiej so as to become 
almost impregnable. CBut though occa
sionally tile residence of royalty, though 
generally inhabited by one of the Shah
zadehs, and still contaiuing two or three 
fine ruins, it never appears to have beeD 
a great or magnificent city, and is now 
~ore de§Qla.te ~ ruipousUiall 

a('c3, aV111g obtaine ,amongth-e no.:
lives, the nameof" Fakeerabad," .. beg
gar-abode.'? It may, however, revive to 
some greater prosperity, from the in
ci~ase of the civil estlJ.blishment attached 
to it. I t is now tile permanent station 
(tile castrum "!/bernum) of the Sudder 
Mofussil commlssiqn, a body of judges 
whose office is the same with regard to 
tIlese provinces as that of the Sudder 
Dewannee U da w 'iu.t for the eastern parts 
of the empire. The nt'Cessity for such 
a special court had become very great. 
The remoteness of the Sudder Dewan
nee had made appeals to it almost im
possible, and very great extortion and 
oppression had been committed by the 
native agents of the inferior and lOCAl 
courts, sometimes with the connivance, 
but more often through tile ignorance 
and inexperience, of tile junior magi
strates and judges. They, when lhese 
provinces were placE;d under hitish 
governors, having been previously em
ployed in Bengal and Bahar, naturally 
took their lien galee followers with 
them-a race regarded by tile Hindos
tanees as no less foreigners than the 
English, and even more odious than. 
Franks, from ancient prejudice, and 
from tIleir national reputation of craft, 
covetousness, and cowardice. In fact, 
by one means or other, these Bengalees 
almost all acquired considerable landed 
property in a short time among them, 
and it has been the main business of the 
Sudder Mofussil U da~ lut to review the 
titles to all property acquired since the 
Englbh Government entered the Dooah. 
In many instances tIley have succeeded 
in recovering aU or part of extensive 
possessions to their rightful heirs, and 
the degree of c01.l1klence in the justice 
of thclr rulers with 'Which they have 
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hf>pired the na.tives is s,\id to be very 
gr,·at. They make circuite; during all 
the travelling mouths of the year, gene
rally pitchic.g their tents near towns, 
and hoMing their courts under trees: 
an arrangement so agreeable to Indian 
pr't'judices, that one of these judges said 
It was, in his opinion, one main source 
of their usefulness, inasmuch as an In
dian of the humbler class is really 
always under constraint and fear in a 
house, particularly if furnished in the 
European manner. and can neither 
attend to what is told him nor tell his 
own story so well as in the open air, 
and amidst those objects from which 
alJ his enjoyments are drawn. At 
Allahabad, however, where their per
Dlanent abodes are, these judges have a 
court-house, though a. very humble one, 
thatched and iuconvenient. 

The only considerable buildings or 
nlins in Allahabad e.re the fort, the 
Jumna Mu.~eed, and the serai and 
garden of Sultan Khosroo. The first 
stands on the point of the triangle 
formed by the two rivers, and is strong 
both naturally and artificially. It has 
heen II. very noble castle, but has suf
fered in its external appearance as 
mllch as it has, probably, gained in 
stl'ilngth by the modernization which it 
has undergone from its present masters, 
its lofty towers being pruned down 
into bastions and cavaliers, and its high 
stone rampart topped with turf para
pets, and obscured by a green sloping 
glacis. It,is still, however, a striking 
place; and its principal gate, sur
mounted by a dome, with a wide hall 
beneath surronnded by arcades and 
galleries, and ol'Uamented willi rude 
but glowing paintin~, is the noblest 
entrancc f ever saw to a place of anns. 
This has bcen, I think, injudiciously 
modernized without, after the Grecian 
or Italian style; but within, the high 
Gothic arches and Saracenic paintinh'S 
remain. The barracks are very hand
!lOme and neat, something like those of 
Fort William, which th.e interior dis
position of the fort It good deal resem
bles. On one side, however, is a large 
range of buildings, still in the Oriental 
style, and containing some noble vaulted 
rooms, chiefly occupied as officers' quar. 

• U!rs, and looking down from a cOllsiul'r
aule height on the rapid stream and 
craggy banks of the J umna. The 
Jumna and Ganges are here prettJ 
nearly of equal width; the former IS 
the more rapid of tIle two, a.nd its navi. 
gation more dangerous, fronfthe rocky 
character of its bed, and its want of 
depth in the dry season. At present 
both streams were equally turbid; but 
in another month, I am told, we should 
have found the water of the Jumna 
clear as crystal, and strangely contrasted 
with the turbid yellow wl\ve of the more 
sacred stream, which is, however, when 
allowed some little time to clear itself, 
by far the most palatable of .the two, 
and preferred by all the city, both na
tive and European. 

The Jumna Musjeed, or principal 
mosque, is still in good repair, but very 
little frequented. It stands in an ad
vantageous situation on the banks of 
the Jumna, adjoining the city on one 
side, and on the other an esplanade be
fore the fort glacis; pla!lted with trees 
like that of Calcutta. It is a solid and 
stately building, but without much or
nament. It had bet'u, sbce the English 
conquest, fitted up first as a residence 
for the general of the statian, then used 
as an assembly room, till Mr. Courtney 
Smith, apprehending this to be an in
sult to the religious feelings of the Mus
snlmans, persuaded the Government to 
restore it to its sacred character, and to 
repair its damafes. The Mus~l1lmans, 
however, are neither numerous nor zea
lous in Allahabad, and seemed to care 
little about the matter. Nevertheless, 
the original desecration was undoubt
edly offensive and unjust, and the re
stitution a proper and popular measure. 

The finest things in Allahabad, how
ever, are Sultan Khosroo's serai and 
garden; the former is a noble quad
ranglC', with four fine Gothic p:ateways 
surrounded within an embattled wall 
by a ran"e of cloisters for the neeoro
modatio; of travellers. The whole is 
now much dilapidated; but was aboul 
to be repaired from the to n duties, 
when unhappily the llUI'l1lese war ar, 
rested this exccllt·nt llppropriation o~ 
an Ullpopular tax. Adjoining- the sera' 
is a neglected g"dl'den planted with Hru 
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oM. mangoe-u't:es, in which ai'e three 
beautiful tombs raist:d over two princes 
and a princess of the imperial family. 
Bach consists of a large terrace, with 
vaulted apartments beneath it, in the 
central one of which is a tomb like a 
stone coffin, richly carved. Above is a 
very lofty circular apartment, covered 
~y a dome richly painted within, and 
without carved yet more beautifully. 
All these are verJ. solemn and striking, 
rich, but not flond or gaudy, and com
pletely giving the lie to the notion com
mon in England, wruch regards all 
eastern architecture as in bad taste and 
.. barbarous." 

The houses of the civil servants of 
the Company are at some distance, both 
from the fort and the town, extending 
along a small rising ground, in a line 
from the Ganges to the Jumna. ' They 
are mere bungalows, and IllES both in 
size and ornament than at any station I 
have yet seen in these provinces. The 
situation' is, however, pleasant and 
healthy. The city of Allahabad is 
small, with very poor houses, and nar
row irregular streets,' and confined to 
the banks of the J umna. 

I remained ten days at Allahabad, 
waiting the arrival of tents from Cawn
poor. During this time I had the plea
sure of confinning twenty persons, two 
of them natives, and of preaching and 
administering the Sacrament to seventy 
or eighty, of w,hom some were also na
tives, or at least in the native dress. 
The residents here are exceedingly 
Ilnxious for a chaplain; but that one 
fhould be appointed at this time I cn
tertain but few hopes, though it is very 
sad that such a congt'egation . should 
want one. For the present I hope to 
procure them one of the Church mis
sionaries. 

Amid the other necessary prepara
tions for my land journey, more nume
rous by far, and more various, than I 
had anticipated, I had to purchase a 
horse for my own riding, no elephant 
being either to be begged, bought, or 
borrowed in Allahabad, and no reason
able hope being held ont of my procur
ing one'in Cawnpoor. Indeed, most 
people tell me that a h(l1'se, during the 
greater pa~ of the journey which I 

have b,efore me, will be a far preferable 
conveyance. To procure a tolerable 
one was not, however, an easy DlRtter. 
Arabs are excessively sCII.~ and dear, 
and one which was sent for me to look. 
at, at a price of eight hundred rupees, 
was a skittish, cat-legged thing, not 
worth half the money. I went with 
Mr. Bird, whose kintlness and hos
pitality were unremitting during my 
whole stay, to look at a drove of Up" 
country horses, just arrived from La
hore and Turkisttn, and was exceed· 
ingly amnsed and interested by the 
picturesque groups of men and anima1s 
which met the eye in a crowded serai 
a~out nightfallras well as with the fine 
forms of' some of the colts offered for 
sale, and the singular appearance and 
manner of the grazier who owned the 
"cofilah," or caravan, and his attendant 
saeeses. The form~r was an elderly 
man, six feet hi~h, and more than pro
portionally corpulent, with a long, curl
mg, black beard, spreading over his 
white peyrahoom. The latter were 
also large-limbed, tall men, with long 
hair in black strong ringlets hanging 
dowtl their backs and over their ears, 
their little turbans set knowingly on 
one side, and neither they nor their 
master much darker than Europeans. 
Indeed, they exceedingly resembled 
Fome of the portraits of Italians by Ti
tian; they rode well, and showed great 
strength: but what most amused me 
was the remarkable resemblance be
tween horse-dealers all over the world, 
in turns of expr~ssion, in tricks of trade, 
nay, even in tone of voice and cast of 
countenance. I had fortunately an ex
cellent judge in Mr. Bird, but even he 
was perplexed for some time how to ad
vise me. At length I fixed on a very 
handsome colt j too young, certainly, 
but strong, and very good-tempered, for 
which I gave rour hundred and sixty 
rupees. The old man went and came 
over and over again, before he would 
take the price, but I was pertinacious j 
and at last, on Abdullah's suggesting 
that an additional present of something 
besides mODey would please him better, 
I gave him a piece of Dacca muslin, 
sufficient for a turban, and worth about 
eight sicca rupees. as well as a small 



190 BISHOP llEBEI~'S (CHAI>, Xl If. 

phial of laudanum !lud brandy for an 
ear-ache, of which he bitterly com
plained. This satisfied Illm; and we 
parted very (';000 friends, Mr. Bird be
mg of opinion that the price was really 
a fair one, ~lld the horse extremely 
promising. It was also necebsary to 
buy nve tattoos for my servants to ride 
in turns, as there were no bagg-ag(!
elephants to mount th('m on. This, 
however, was easily accomplished; and 
the animals, sacldles, bridles, and all, 
were obtained, thodgh very good ones 
of their kind, for ~ixteen rupees each. 
A long string of other necessaries fol
lowed; and I had the mortification to 
find that few of the things I htJd 
brought with me from Calcutta could 
be put on the backs of camels. It was 
with the greate.st difficulty that a car
penter could be found in the whole city 
to drive a nail, or a blacksmith to make 
a horseshoe; it beiJtg the festival of 
Rama and Seeta, all the world was em
ployed in seeing the hero with his army 
of monkeys attack the giant Ravanu. 
Many other hindrances and disappoint
ments (\Ccurred; but the delay they oc
casioned gave me an opportunity of 
geeing something of the Ramayuna fes
tival, which consists in a SOl't of dra
matic representation, during many suc
cessive days, of Uama's history and ad
ventures. '.The first evening I went 
with Mr. Bird to the show, for such it 
is now considered, and so entirdy 
divested of every religious character as 
to be attended even hy Mussulmans 
without scruple. I found Rama, his 
brother Luchmun, aud his betrothed 
wife Seets, represented by three child
ren of about twelve years old, seated in 
Durhar, under an awning in tl.l.: l'rlD
cipal street of the Sepoy lines. with a 
great crowd round them, fiome fanning 
them, of which, poor thinlr.>, . they had 
great need, 89me blowing horns and 
heating gongs and drums, and the rest 
shouting till the ait' rang again. The 
two heroes were very fine boys, and 
acted their parts admirably. Each had 
a gilt bvw in his left hand, and a sabre 
in his right, their naked bodies were 
almost covered with gilt ornaments and 
tinsel, they had high tinsel crowns on 
tlleit' heads, their foreheads and bodle!! 

spotted with charcoal, chalk, and vel" 
milion, and altogether perfectly reS(,10-
bled the statues of Hindoo deities, 
.. E,cept that of their "yes alone 

The twinkle show'd they were not stone." 

Poor little Secta, wrapt up in a gor
geous veil of flimsy finery, and tirt'd to 
death, bad dropped her head on her 
breast and seemed happily insensible to 
all which was going on. The Brahmin 
Sepoys, who bore the principal part in 
the play, made room, with great solici
tude, for us to see. I 85ked a goo(l 
many questiong, and obtained wry 
ready answers ill much the same way 
and with no more appearance of reve
rence and devotion than one should l'\"'

ceive from an English mob at a puppet
show. .. I see Rama, &>eta, LuchmUll, 
but where is Humman?" (the famous 
monkey general). "I1unimtln," WU:l 

the answer. " is not yet come; but that 
man." pointing to a great stout soldier 
of singularly formidable exterior, "is 
Uuniman, and he will soon arrive:' 
The man began laughing as if halt 
ashamed of his destination, but now 
took up the conversation, telling m~ 
that" next day was to be a far prettier 
play tban I now saw, for Seem. was to 
be stoleIj away by Ravanu and his 
attendant evil Epirits, Rama and Luch
mUD were to go to the jungle in great 
sorrow to seek fOI' her," 
(" Rama, your Rama' to greenwood mU3t 

lue I") 

That "then (laughing again) I and my 
army shall come, and we shall figlit 
bravely, bravely." The evening fol
lowing I was engaged, but the next uU,Y 
I repeated my vb it ; I was then too 
late for the best part of the show, which 
had consisted of a first and unsucccs5fu) 
attack by Hama and his army on the 
fortress of the gigantic ravisher. That 
fortress, however, I saw,-an enclosure 
of bamboos covered with paper and 
paintl'd with doors and windows, within 
which was a frightful paper giant, fif~ 
teen feet high, with ten or twelve arms, 
each gra"ping either a sword, an arrow, 
a bow. a battle-axe, or a fpear. At his 
fect sate poor little &>et:J. as motionle~s 
as before, f:uarded hy two figures to re
prehent tI{'lOons. The brothers, in a 
splendid 11alkee. wtre conducting tht' 
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retreat of their army; the divine Buni- really splendid. The. Raja attends in 
min, as naked and almost as hairy as state with all the principal inhabitants 
the animal whom he represented, was of the place; he 1~llds his finest elp
gamholing before them, with a long phants and jewels to the l!.crformers, 
tail tied round his waist, a mask to re- who are children of the m<Mt eminent 
present the head of a baboon, and two families, and trained up by long pre
great painted clubs in his hands. His vious education. I saw enough, how
army followed: a number of men with ever, at Allahabad to satistY my curio
similar tails and masks, their bodies sity. The show is now a very innocent 
dyed with indigo, and also armed with one; hut there was a hideous and ae
clubs. I was never so forcibly struck cursed practice in "the good old limes," 
with the identity of Rama and Bacchus. before the British police was esta
Here were before me liacchus, his bro- blished, at least if all which the Mus
ther Ampelus, the Satyrs (smeared with sulmans and English say is to be be
wine lees), and the great Pan command- li~ved, which shows the Hindoo super
ing them. The fablE., however, can stition in all its horrors. The poor 
hardly have originated in India, and chiJdren who h~~, been thus feasted, 
probably has been imported both by honoured, aud made to contribute to 
the Greeks and Brahmius from Cash- the popular amusement, were, it is as
mere, or some other central country serted, always poisoned in the sweet
where the grape grows, unless we sup- meats given them the last day of the 
pose that the grape has been merely an show, that it mi~ht be said their spirits 
accidental appendage to Bacchus's cha- were absorbed In~!? thE! deities whom 
racter, arising from the ~act that the they had represented! Nothing of the 
festival occurs during the vintage. sort can now be done. The children, 
There yet remained two or three days iustead of being brought for the pur
of pageant, before Seeta's release, prui- pose from a distance by the priests, are 
fication, and remarriage to her hero the children of neighbours, whose prior 
lover, but for this conclusion I did not and subsequent history is known. and 
remain in Allahabad. At Benares, I Rama and Seeta now grow old like 
I.\IIl told, the libow is on such occasions other boys and girls. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ALLAHABAD TO CA WNPOOn. 

DeocripHon of Caravan-Armed Peasantry-Camaulpoor-Fyzee :'Ilu ..... eh-Vi.it. frnm Z"mln
d~r and Imam-Mussulman Soldier turned Saint-Ryuts oppressed by Sot<liery-FlItfph 
poor-Senti-Beggars living in Tomba-Stormy March to Kuleanpoor-Dak Journt'y to 
Cawllpoor-lIosplfal and School-Description ot'fown and Climate. • 

AT length, on Thursday morning,.the rived at Cooseah, sixteen miles flom 
30th oi'September, we began our jour- Allahabad, where we found two exed
ney, having sent off some hours before lent tents, of three apartments each, 
our motley train. consisting of twenty- pitched for our reception, and the tel.\
tbur camels, eight carts drawn by bul- kettle boiling lUlder the shade of some 
locks, twenty-four horse-servants, in- stately trees in a wild country of ruins 
eluding those of the Archdeacon and and jungle, now gemmed and glowing 
Mr. LlL~hin~ton, tel: ponies, forty bear- with the scattered fires of our cofilah. 
ers and coohes of different descriptions, This was the first night I ever passed 
twelve tent-pitchers, and a guard of under canvas, and, independent of its 
twenty sepoys, under a native officer. novelty, I found the comforts of my 
The whimsICal caravan filed off in dwelling greatly exceed my expecta
c;tate before me j my servants, all armed tion. The breeze blew in verv fresh 
with spears, to which many of them and pleasantly through the tent door, 
had added, at their own cost, sabres of the ground,eovered with short withered 
the .longest growth, looked, on their grass, was perfectly dry, though rain 
little vonies, like something between had so lately fallen, and my bed and 
eossacks and sheriff's javelin-men; my musquito-curtains were arranged with 
new TUl'koman horse, 'still in the cos- as much comfort as in Calcutta. The 
tume of his country, with his lontl', only circumstance.which struck 'me as 
squirrel-like tail pamted red, and hIS likely to be annoying, even to a lady, 
Illane plaited in love-knots, looked as if was the publicity of the bituation,-her 
he were going to eat fire, or perform bed within a few inches of an open 
some other part in a melodrama; while door, a body of men-servants and sol
Mr. Lushington's horses, two very pretty diers sleeping all round that door, and 
Arabs, with their tails docked, and a sentry pacing backwards and for
their saddles. English (" Ungrigi") wards before it. After all, however, 
fashion, might have attracted notice in this publicity is more apparent than 
Hyde-park; the Archdeacon's buggy real. The check of the tent preveTlts 
and horse llatl every appearance of effectually any person from seemgwhat 
issuing from the back gate of a college passes within who does not come Tlur
in Cambridge on a Sunday morning i posely up to peep, and this the sentry 
and lastly came some mounted gens- would not allow. 
d'armes, and a sword and buckler-man At five o'clock on the morning of 
on foot, looking exactly like the ad- October 1st, we again began our march, 
vanced guard of a Tartar army. Rain, and proceeded about twelve miles, to 
}lOwever, long prayed for, but which the second customary station, called 
was now an inconvenience to us, pre- Cussiah, a grovp of neem-tl'el'S, more 
vented 0111' starting altogether, and it extensive than that which v.-e had left. 
Will> late in the evening before we ar- I and at a small distance from a lal bll 
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out ruinous vllbge. We passed through 
a country much wilder, worse culti
l'ated, and worse peopled than any 
which I had seen ill India. What cul
ti vation there was consisted of maize, 
growing very tall, but sadly buret by 
the continued drought. This, however, 
was only in patches. and the greater 
part of the prospect consisted of small 
woods, scatten.'<i in a vel{ picturesque 
manner over a ChampaIgn country, 
,dth feV/' sigus of habitations, and those 
most of them in ruins. I was strongly 
t'cminded of the country of the Tche
moi-morski Cossaeks, to which the 
gmupes of people in dresses near! y si
milar, and all armtd, who passed us on 
thl" road, Wldoubtedly in a great mea,. 
sure contributed. I had be(!u disposed 
to wonder at Colonel Francklin's coun
sel to buy spears for my sen ant!:, and 
at the escort which had been ordered 
me; but I soon found that, whether ne
cessary or not, such precautions were 
at least .customary. Every traveller 
whom we met, even the common people 
going to market, had either swol'ds Wid 
shields, spt:ars. or match-lock gWlS, aud 
one man had a bow and quiver of ar
rows, in that circumstance, as well as 
in his dress and person, extremely re
sembling a eirc.assiall warrior. The 
road was rugged; nothing. indeed, so 
t1.\r as I had y~t seen, could appear more 
Ilnfounded than the assro'ances which I 
have heard in Calcutta, that an open 
carriage is an eligible method of tra
wiling in the Dooab, 011 any other 
ground than cheapness. I have been 
often told that ilie road as fur as Meerut 
"'ould auswer perfectly for a gig:. The 
fact is, there are no roads at all, and 
the tracks which we follow are very 
often sueh as to require care even on 
horsel'aek. By driving slo" ly, no doubt 
a gig may go lI)mo~t anywhere, but it is 
8nlthing but an agreeable pastime to 
dnve along tracks which, when beaten, 
are so poached by the feet of horses 
and cattle, and so hardened by the sun, 
as to resemble a frozen farm-yard, 
while, if the traveller forsakes these 
roads, he encounters cracks deep and 
wide enough to break his wheels. Here 
Ilnd there is a toJeraloly level mile or 
'wo, but with a few ~uch exceptions, 

YOL.t 

.. 
there is no fast or pleasant driving iu 
this part of India. 

Both men and women, whom we met 
on the road, 1 thought deciiedly taller, 
fairer, and finer people tMn the Ben
galees. Some of the sepoys, indeed. ot 
'8 rt:~ent who passed us, were of com
pleXlotls so little darker than those of 
Europe, that as they approached l 
really at first took them for Europeans. 
Everything seems to assimilate gradu_ 
ally to the scenes and habits of the 
eastern and southern parts of Europe. 
The people no longer talk of their daIly 
rice, but say" it is time to eat bread to
day." Instead of the softness and ~en
tl~ess so apparent in those IndIans 
whom we first saw; these men have 4 
proud stE>p, a stern eye, and a rough 
loud Yoice, such as might be expected 
from people living alm,ost always in the 
open air, and in a country where, till 
its acquisition by tJIe English, no man 
was sure that he JIllght not at an" mo
ment be compelled to fight for hIS life 
or property. Much of this necessity is 
passed away. but something yet re
mains. The nation is still one of law
less and violj!nt habits, containing many 
professed thieves, and many mercenary 
soldiers, who, in the present tranquillity 
of the country, are at any instant rC'adv 
to Lecome thieves, and the gt:I1cl'ai 
sense of moral feeling is, in this parti
cular, so low, that one ceases to wonder 
that banditti are from time to time 
heard of, and that every body nnlls it 
desirable to take his arms with him on 
a journey. 

I was greatly pleased with my neW' 
horse, but I was annored in tile course 
of the ride by one of hIS shoes breaI..illg. 
At Cassiah I inquired of the "Tussil
dar," or tacksman, a very decent 50rt of 
gentleman-farmer, where a smith could 
be obtained, and he told me to m) sor
row that the people of the c' untry sel
dom shod their horses, and that 1 
should not meet with one nearer than 
Futtehpoor, a distance of three days' 
jouruey. There wa.o; no remedy Lut 
patience, and J had my horse kc! as 
quit'tly as possible. In other thin~s 
there was euough to occupy mJ atten
tion, as I v.as a."cail~ hy complaints 
from every part of the cofilah, of SOilll:' 

o 
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deficiency or other in our equipmeuts, 
or some experienced or apprehended 
inconvenience. My C't.wu tents were 
found to be so large as to require ele
phants to c£rry them, the camels were 
too few, and some of them were very 
weak, there were no "t'itringees," or 
tent-carpets, and no tent for the sepoys. 
In the midst of all this hubbub, it be
gan to rain hard, and the camp follow
ers with one consent began to say that 
we must halt next day to supply these 
deficiencies, and to dry the tents, which, 
being 80 large, could not be carned 
in a wet state, To halt on a Saturday 
I was very unwilling, inasmuch as I 
had always proposed to rest on ihe 
Sunday following. I did my best, 
therefore, to persuade them to get on 
with all which could be done that day, 
and since the camels were too few, apo
plied to the tussildar for some hacke
ries to help them. ~veI1 to this, how
ever, the poverty of the village was 
unequal, and I was glad to obtain four 
baggage-oxen, to make up the defi
ciency in the Company's appointments. 
Meantime arrived a sepoy, with sitrin
gees from General Morley, and I sent 
back by him some of the most useless 
articles of our equipage, thus materi
ally lightening one of the heaviest 
laden camels. The rest were relieved 
bv the accesSion of the oxen, and if the 
tents got dry, 'the .. clashees" (tent
pitchers) again allowed that we might 
procRed in the morning prosperously. 
The evening was fair and very plea
"ant, and we all found abundant inte
rest and employment in walking round 
tht' motley groupes of men and animals 
which made up our caravan, seeing the 
camels, horses, and oxen fed, and talk
ing with the tussildar, who, with a 
little retinue of swords, shields, and 
spears be)llnd him, again made his 8po
pearance. I attempted to have some 
conversation with the jemautdar, who 
commanded the se~'s, but found him 
a very shy and modest man, little dis
posed to talk, while for asking many 
q\\estions, my language was hardly 
su.fllcient; to him and the soldiers 1 
gave up some of the servants' tents, as 
thE'y had been completely overlooked 
by the Commissaria~ a.t Allahabad. 

In the course of this evening a fd. 
low, who said he was a gao-wala. 
brought me two poor little levercts, 
which he said he had just found ill a 
field. They were quite unfit to eat, 
and the bringing them was an act 01 
cruelty of which there are few instances 
among the Hindoos, who are generally 
humane to wild animals. In this case, 
on my scolding the man for bringing 
such poor little things from their mo
ther, all the crowd of camel-drivers and 
camp-followers, of "hom no inconsider
able number were around U8, expressed 
great satisfaction and an entire concur
rence in mr 'censure. It ended in the 
man proDllSing to take them back to 
the very spot (which he de&cribed) 
where he had picked them up, amI in 
my promising bim an ana if he did so. 
To see him keep his word two stout 
waggoner's boys immediately volun
teered their services, and I have no 
doubt kept him to his contract. 

October 2.-The night was drizzly, 
so that when I arose at four in the 
mOI')ling I found the tent too we~ in 
the opinion of the tindals, for the 
camels to bear it. About eight o'clock, 
however, a drying wind ha,ing sprung 
up, we were enabled to send off tht' 
two small "routees " (or breakfust 
tents), to serve as a shelter till the ar· 
rival of the larger tentS. and partly on 
horseback, partly in my palanquin, I 
reached a place a few miles short of 
oUr destined station before noon. At 
Coty, our halting-place, we remained 
till the cool of the evening, and then 
went on to Camanlpoor, near Currah. 
Here we encamped amid a vast field of 
tombs and ruins (of the former our 
guide said there was "a lac all save 
five "), and the whole scene, with its 
jungle, and deserted appearauct', was 
singularly picturesque and romantic. 
The inhabited part of Cnrrah is still, 
however, considerable. ana-we soon 
found that there were people in the 
neighbourhOOd, by the number of little 
shops at once set up under the trees 
around us, with an eye to our custom. 

Currah owes its fame, it seems, and 
stately buildings, to a celebrated saint, 
named Camaul Shek, \\-ho, with his 
liOn, and licveral of his disciples, lies 
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buried here. The tomb is still in to
lerable repair, which is more than can 
be said of any of the others, which have 
been splendid, but are now mere ruins, 
in a grave and solemn style of archi
tecture, being a square tower pierced 
on each front with elegantly formed 
and carved Gothie .foor-ways, and sur
mounted with a dome of a very judi
cious form, and harmonizing with the 
general character of the building, not 
being semicircular but conical, and in 
the same form of a Gothie arch as is 
displayed in the other arches of the 
bwlding. Besides this larg'" .. hapel 
are many raised tombs, of different 
sizes, from small terraces, with kiblas 
for prayers down to stone coffins, as 
they are sometimes called in England, 
and as they are found, in similar 
forms and with nearly the same orna
ments, in our old cathedrals. These 
ruins and sepulchres reminded me of 
Caffa; but there was no other simila
rity; instead of the bare rocks which 
surround that ancient city, we had a 
!,"rove of noble trees, under which our 
horses, camels, and bullocks were dis
posed in different clusters, and the 
tents, the fires, the baskets ofCrnit, rice, 
ghee, &c., exposed for sale, and the 
val'ied and picturesque eostmne of the 
crowd assembled under it, the red uni
fonn of the sepoys, the white garments 
of our own servants, the long veils and 
silver ornaments of the female villa
gers, and the dark mantles, dark beards, 
and naked limbs of the male peasantry 
and coolies, mivgled with the showy 
dre,~es, swords, shields, and spears of 
the chuprassies, gave the whole scene 
the allimated and interesting effect of 
an eastern fair, an effect which the 
t·ast, perhaps, ran alone supply, and 
which I greatly regretted my want of 
skill to convey effectually to my friends 
in Europe. My dear wife will, I 
tl"USt, sooner or later see many such 
scenes in my company. 

These tombs, ruins, and jungles are 
f.tvourable to robbery, for which Cur
rah and Camaulpoor bear 8. 'Very bad 
name, and all additional body of ten 
chuprassies, bebides the four sepoy 
sentries, were thought necessary by 
the zemindar or Currail to keep watch 

at night over our extensive tncami'" 
ment. 

October 3.-This day beir.g Sunday 
was a day oCrest to us all"JlId to none 
ofus I believe was it unaW'ptable. Its 
value to the animals, soldiers, and la
bourers was never perhaps so power
fully impressed on my mind, as now 
that I saw them round me, after three 
days of great fatigue, in the actual en
joyment of a twenty-four hours' repose 
and relaxation. I had ehurch in my 
tent, which, besides our two families 
and Abdullah, was attended by two of 
Mr. Corrie's former converts, Fyzee 
!lIusseeh and bund Musseeh, who 
Joilled him at B~tlares, and are attend
lUg him up the cOuntry. The latter is 
a fine young man, who speaks and reads 
English wdl. Fyzee Musseeh under
stands it but imperfectly, except in 
reading, but is an interesting and re
markable person •• He is the son of a 
wealthy ryut near l\loradabad, who, 
though himself a Hindoo, sent his son 
to 11 celebrated l\Iussnhnan preceptor, 
in the hope that a knowledge of Arabie 
and PerSIan would recommend him to 
the service of the King of Oude. The 
lessons, however, which the young ido
later received opened his eyes to the 
absurdity of the religion which he hall 
hitherto professed. lIe turned Mussul
man, was circnmciscd, and received the 
name of 'Fyzee Mohammed, and was 
regarded for several years as one of 
the most promi.sing students among 
"the true believers." His increased 
knowledge, however, of his new creed 
was far from satisfying him of its pro
ceeding from God, and he was still 
more induced to waver by learnin:: 
that a very holy !lIussulman saint in the 
neighbourhood haJ. 011 his death-bed, 
confessed that hE' found no comfort but 
in the words of Jesus the son of Mary. 
To obtain a knowledge of these words, 
he went to a Romish prie:;t at Luck
now, and applied to him for a copy of 
the Gospel. The priest took cOllsiller
able pains with him, bnt Fyzee Mo
hammed no sooner saw the Images in 
his chapel than he cried. out that this 
could never be the religion of which lie 
was in quest, and undertook another 
journey in search of 1\1r. ChambcJ!aill, 

0'2 
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the Baptist minister, who was then in 
the service of the Begul..n Sum roo. He 
had but little converslUion with him, 
but obtain6(;!. the book he wanted, which 
completely convinced him, till he was 
again dis!:.atisfied with the explication 
which he obtained of some of the diffi
cult passages. lIe at length went to 
Agra, another long journey, and after 
staying some time in Mr. Corrie's 
neighbourhood, was baptized into, and 
ha.~ ever since continued a steady mem
ber of the Church of England, under 
the name of Fyzee Musseeh. He is a 
little man, middle aged, with a very 
mil<i amI meditative cast of counte
nance, of no talent for public speakiflg. 
and his whole manner reserved, shy, 
and timid. lIe is, however, an admi
rable scholar in every part of eastern 
learning, of much disinterestedness and 
modesty, reads English pretty well, 
though }Ie is too d;;mdent to Fpeak it, 
and is still very greatly respected as a 
learned and holy man by many, both of 
the Hindoos and Mu&Sulmans. His 
retired manner and want of oratorical 
powers have as yet deterred Mr. Corrie 
fl'Om recommending him as a mission
ary or catechist, but I am m'yself in· 
clined to believe that his sterlmg sense 
and intellectual powers may well coun
tel'balanre any external deficiencies. 
Fyzee Musseeh travels independently 
of us on a pony, with one servant, for 
his circumstances are respectable. He 
lodges in the caravanserais, and from 
time to time calls on the Archdeacon. 
This morning he brought a singular 
account of a conversation he had had 
the Ilight before with a stranger, a 
IliIlJoo in outward appearance, who, 
on I:'nt~ring the scrai, drew his carpet 
near him, and conversed on indifferent 
subjects till the usual hour of Mussul
lIlan prayer, when, supposing him to be 
a l\1ussulman, he said, "I will pray 
with you," and chanted a distich 'Which 
Mohammedans are in this country fond 
of repeating ~ 
•• If the grand.on at Jesus haa died for the 

.in~ of men, 
Then all the Christians would have been 

MII,slIlman&." 

The meaning of this couplet is not 
"ery easy to make '''.1t. All 1 can cou-

jl:'cture is, that there is some confusion 
between sister's son, or cousin, and 
grandson, the name of A~awzee being, 
though less properly, applIcabJe to these 
relations likewlSe; that an allusion is 
made to the notion entertained by Mus
sulmans, that our Lord himself was not 
crucified, but taken up to heaven, and 
that Judas 'Was executed in his stead 
and in his likeness; and lastly, that 
they confbund Judas, or Jude, the re
lation of our Lord (not Iscariot), with 
the traitor, and that they mean to eay 
that, had the atonement on the crOES 
been what Christians suppose, they 
would have been the trne profcssors of 
Islam, and the subsequent mis,ion of 
Mohammed would have been unlleCl~
sary. Be this as it may, the couplet 
gave occasion to Fyzee Musseeh to set 
his new acquaintance right as to many 
particulars in the history of Christ, to 
which the man listened with profoulJd 
attention. When he had ended, he 
asked some very: pertinent questions. 
and at length saId, .. May God reward 
you, sir I Goo, I believe, has sent me 
to this place to meet you, fol' you have 
told me much which I did not know 
before, and much that I was desirous 
of leal'Ding. I am a llindoo, but have 
been for some time a searcher after 
truth, and was inclined to turn "Mussul
man, if I had not found that the Mus
sulmans also acknowledged Eesa IlS a 
prophet, and that therefore it was de
sirable to learn something of his religion 
in the first place. I shall now pray to 
God and to Jesus to guide me farther." 
They prayed together, and parted next 
morning, the man saying that Fyzel:! 
Mus~eeh should hear flom him ag.un. 

This is interesting ill itself, and 011 

many accounts; but it is particularly 
cul'ious, inasmuch as Fyzee Musbeeh 
says it is only one of many symptoms 
of a considerahle change taking plaee 
in the Hindoo mind, a gl'O\\ illg con
tempt of idolatry, and an anxiety after 
other forms ofbdid: At presellt he ~ays 
the Mussulmans get many couverts . 
Ere long. perhaps, Chri~tiauity also may 
come in for its sha!'c of lhe h .. .n efit. 

Fyzee MlliSf'eh "as l!ot our ouly vi
SitOI'; the zemindar, a very wt'ii dnssed 
aud gentlemanly man. on a good horse, 
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and with a grtater retinue than usllal, 
also called and sate some time. Mr. 
Ward, the collector of Allahauad, had 
prepared us to expect him, and told us 
that he was a man of good family and 
respectable character. The conversa
tion was of course general enough, till 
I luckily u.troduced the subject of field
sports, on which he was eloquent. I 
observed that there was much jungle 
in thcneighbourhood, Itnd askE'difthere 
were any tigers. "Tigers! No," said 
he, "not for several years back j and 
as for jungle, there is three times as 
much cultivated land now as there used 
to be under the government of the 
vizier. Then there were tigers in 
plenty, and more than plenty j but there 
are better things than tigers now, such 
as corn-fields, villages, and pf'Ople. 
However, in the jungle which still re
mains, we have deer, wild hogs, and 
arnu." This latter name belongs to a 
gpecies of gigantic buffalo, which I had 
understood to be very uncommon, but 
which, it seems, though rare, is here 
sometimes to be met with. The thickest 
jtmgles, he said, were on the banks of 
tht' river, and they were the most 
abundant in game of every kind. On 
the wholE' it is curious a~d interesting 
to find both the apparently progressive 
improvement of the country under the 
Bdtish government, as contrasted with 
its previous state, and also how ~oon, 
and how easily, in a settled country, 
the most formidable wild animals be
come extinct before the power of man. 
The tiger will soon be almost as great 
a rarity in our eastern as iu our western 
domimons: the snake, however, will 
hold hls ground longer. I forgot to 
mentiou that while at Allahabad I was 
one night roused by the entrance of 
several men armed with sticks and 
spears. A hdullah, who was at their 
head, called out, "Lie still, my lor(l; 
these people have seen a very large 
chichta creep into your window." I 
did not lie still, however, but got a 
stick aud joined the party. After an 
accurate search nothillg was found, ex
cept a large hole in the flom', into which, 
pt·obal.tly, the animal had made its "s
cape. The bearers might haye killed 
him when they first baw him, but. un-

less they are urged to do so, they seldom 
will, from their superstitious veneration 
for serpents, a feeling very commou 
among the Hindoos, and wilich accouuts 
in part for the number of snakes yet 
fOlllld in these provinces. Next morn
ing II. further search was made, but 
nothing found j and I could observe that 
this double discovery of snakes entedng 
my bed-room was considered by my 
Hindoo servants as a sign of great good 
luck, and i-aised me in their estimation. 

We had yet another visitor; the 
Imam of the neighbouring mosque, a 
very handsome man, with a splendid 
beard, a cheerful, though rather sar
castic countenaooe, and two of the mer
riest, most intelligent eyes \hat I have 
seen, called, as he said, in his capacit,
of padre, to offer his respects to 111& 
Bisnop. He had 'been a pilgrim to 
Mecca and MediJ!8., had visited Jerusa~ 
lem, Mount Sinal, and Cairo, and had 
testimonials from a Greek Archimau
dtite at Bethlehem. to his good character 
and good acquirements. He sate with 
us some time, and I was able to under
stand him very tolerably. Mr. Corrie 
was much amused with him, and said 
he was a good specimen of a travelled 
worldly Mussulman, with little sedous
ness in his peculiar crecd, and probably 
few thoughts of religion at all. I asked 
him to drink coffee, telling him that he 
must know very well that in Turkey, 
Emt, and Arabia, Mussulmans and 
Christians eat together without scruple. 
He bowed, and answered with a smile, 
.. I know that well, my lord, but it is 
not the custom in this country." He 
was pleased, however, with the offer. 
and said, with my permission, since we 
seemed curious about his travels, he 
would return in the evening and bring 
his journal, which he had kept regularly. 
I answered, that if his journal was as 
entertaining as his conversation, he 
might find it worth his while to get it 
pdnted at Calcutta. In the evening, 
however, it turned out to be a "ery short 
and dry diary, merely curious to a per
son making a map. Indeed, to do him 
justice, wheu I talked ahout printing it 
at first, he shook his head. a~ if he 
thought it would not answer. He Il()\' 
told us how it came to pass that he Iilst 
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went to Mecca. A certain Mussulman 
of good connexions, and .bred a soldier, 
had been, after the late -:'pacification of 
India by ~rd Hastings, completely 
thrown out of employment. In his dis
tt·t'SS what to do he applied to a relation 
high in the service of the Naw~b Vizier 
for help and advice, whose answer was, 
.. Turn Saint:' " How so?" was the re
ply j "evel1'body knows that my life has 
llot been samtly I" .. But your beard," 
said the adviser, .. is very much so, and 
a few weeks will enable you to assume 
the proper tone and carriage. I have a 
brother, who is a man of acknowledged 
learning and holiness j I will get him 
lSI co.untenance you, and introduce you 
to dIii'erent devout Mussulmans, and 
then you have only to get disciples, and 
you will live very well." He did so
put on a coarse raiment and a sad ex
terior, preached up pi~rimage to Mecca, 
declared him~elf reaay to condnct a 
caravan thither, and soon found people 
enough, among whom our guest was 
one, to follow him and subscribe their 
money for this holy undertakin~. The 
profits, however, he made dunng the 
voyage, and by a dustoory" on all the 
alms either givt!n or received by the 
party, were so considerable, that on his 
return some (If his confidential disciples 
had a quarrd with him for a more equal 
distribution of booty, and scandal arose, 
which compelled the saint to go and 
make disciples elsewhere. .. Neverthe
less," said the Hajee who gave us this 
account, composing his face to a due 
txpression of gravity, " he is doubtless 
a holy man, and of great eloquence." 
I srn:pect our-visitor may have been, on 
this occasion, not one of the geese, but 
the foxes. 

October 4.-We :went this morning to 
a station named Choubee Serai, through 
a country differing little from that which 
we had p:u.sed already. In the march 
we met a strong column of infantry, 
ahout two thousand three hundred mell. 
with a long train of baggage, elephants, 
camels, bullocks, and camp.followers, 

.. A cusroJllary dtodllction trom all montoy 
paid, gn'('n, or receivpd on any possible oreA
"'00, ma.l. by the pf'fSOn through" hn ... 
i •• nd, It pa'lSe8, and Qne or the most trullrul 
aoutoos of cbrQlior In Indla.-Ell. 

011 their march from Cawnpoor to the 
eastward. The groups afforded by the 
line of march, the little parties halting 
under trees, the loaded animals, the na
tive women conveyed in " dhoolies," or 
litters, and hackerics, the naked limbs 
of the baggage-drivers and camp-fol
lowers, the difterent gradations of horse, 
from the- wild shag~ tattoo to the sieck 
and gentle Arab, WIth the uniforms and 
arms, were some of them beyond de. 
scription beautiful. What would not 
W ouvermans nave made of an Eastern 
army! 

Some of the sepoys asked Mr. Corrie's 
servants to whom our party belonged, 
and where we were gomg. On being 
told it was the Lord Padre Sahib going 
to Bombay, one of them exclaimed, 
" The Lord Sahib goes to the side of 
Bombay j we go where fighting is ," 
It is possible that he had never heard 
of any Lord Sahib bnt the Governor
General, and was therefore naturally 
surprised to hear 01 his going in a direc
tion so contrar}, to that where the stress 
of public affaIrs called him. On our 
arnval at Choubee Serai we found the 
people complaining sadly of these troops, 
who had, they said, taken whatever they 
wanted, without payment, had broken 
and wasted more than they consumed, 
and beaten the peasantry for not bring
ing the supplies faster. The laws of 
British India are, in these respects, no 
Jess just than those of England, and the 
magistrates, I have every reason to be
lieve, are, to the utmost of their power, 
anxious to afford complete protection 
to the people. There are some articles, 
however, such as grass, fire-wood, and 
earthen pots of the cheap and coarse 
kind used once for cooking a dinner 
and afterwards broken hy all Hindoos 
of a respectable caste, which the Zt'

mindars are expected to furnish gratis 
to the Company's troops, and all per
sons travelling with public "Purwan
nus," or Government orders, for which 
the zcmindars receive a yearl,. abate
ment of their taxes, but which may 
somt'times, whcn ruany and extensive 
requbitions are made, press hard on the 
poor r~ nts. I wn~, therefore, as careful 
as J posbibly conld be to ascertain the 
rullnuut oftllt> diller!;'!)t things demanded 
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by my people, or f'llrnished by the 'fil
lager", to take care that no unreasonable 
demands were made, and that nothiilg 
more than the letter of the law required 
was either taken or accepted by our 
people, without payment. This was 
the first thing I did on alighting frolQ 
my horse (my arrival in the camp and 
that of the supplies usually taking place 
about the same time). and while a readi
ness to listen to all complaints obtained 
me from the peasantry the name of 
" Ghureeb-purwar" (poor man's pro
yider), the object was easily accom
plished with a carayan so small as ours. 
With an army, however, of course the 
case is Ycry different, and the officers 
at Cawnpoor, to whom 1 thought it 
right to mention the complaints I had 
heard, said that they feared the sepoys 
often took provisions without payment, 
when the bustle of a march and other 
circumstallces rendered them secur~ 
from the observation of their European 
officers. Still, they said. the neighboulr
hood eyen of these last was a great 
check to them, and the difference be
tween their minor encroachments and 
the open plunder and violence of a native 
prince's camp was what nobody could 
believe 'Who had not ~een it. 

Soon after I had got through the 
complaints and difficulties of the com
mis~ariat. an elderly European in a 
shabby gig drove up, and entering into 
conversation with Abdullah, asked him 
some questions about my horse. On 
hearing that he had lost a shoe he pro
fessed himself a blacksmith, and said 
he had been farrier many yeall to a 
dragoon regiment, and was now a pen
sioner. on his way to Allahabad in 
search of employment in his trade. He 
produced some specimeus of very neat 
horse-shoes. and I soon set him to work 
to remove the Indian shoes, which 
pinched my horse's feet, and replace 
them with some of a better fashion. 
He was a ycry good and tolerably rea
sonable workman-a Lancashire man 
from the borders of Yorkshire, with 
a dialect and physiognomy rather ap
proaching the latter than the former 
country. r n the evening he went on to 
the «prai a l~ttle further. having, as he 
t'r.mkly ohscrved, .. been in VIJr!j gild 

luk to meet us, since he found a profit
able job, without any delay in his jour
ney, and obtain~ a letter of recom
mendation, as a neat artis~ to Allaha
bad. In the course of this evening my 
attention was attracted by the dreadful 
groans of one of our baggage-camels at 
some little distance among the trees. 
I went to the spot, and found that two 
of the I' sarbanns," 01' camel-drivers, 
had bound its legs in a kneeling posture, 
50 that it could not rise or stir, and 
were now busy in burning it with hot 
irons in all the fleshy, muscular, and 
cartilaginous parts of its body. They 
had burned six deep notches in the 
blck of its ne£k, had seared both, its 
cheeks immediately under the eye, its 
haunches, and head, and were noway
plying the torturing iustrument to Its 
forehead and nostrils. I asked what 
they were doing. and they answeI;ed 
that .. it had a ~ver and wind, and 
would die if they did not treat it in this 
mauner." I called Abdullah, and asked 
him if such a remedr was usual. He 
said it was so in thIS country and in 
Persia, but that the Arabs, in similar 
cases, found a little warm water-gruel, 
with garlick, sufficient. I should have 
thought so too. but the poor animal's 
sufferings were now over for the pre
sent, and by and bye they actually gave 
it a large ball of garlick. It was better, 
they told me, some hours after, but on 
rentwing my inquiries in the mormng 
I heard that it was finally released from 
its misery. 

October 5.-Another stage of four
teen miles to Mundiserai. The parched 
state of the country had till now threat
ened a famine. llain had fallen at Be
nares and Allahabad, but none as yet 
in the country through which we had 
marched. The fears expressed by the 
poor ~eople everywhere had been very 
touching. One of the tussildars had 
asked me to pral for them, and said, 
with a curious mixture of Eastern com
pliment and undoubted truth, " 'Ve poor 
people have had great troubJe here, but 
now your worship is come, if it pleases 
God, we shall haYe rain." I aSbured 
him of my prayers, and had indeed 
used, both in the church at Allahabad 
and during our morning and eveuing 



msnop lIEHRU S (CHAP, XIV. 

family prayers of every day for the 
last fortnight, the collect containing that 
petition. This morning, soon after we 
had reache4 our encampment, their deep 
distress wal relieved, and several smart 
showers fell during the day and night, 
at ~ hich we rejoiced most sincerely, 
since, thou~h for us the dry weather 
WIIS better, It WIIS impossible to put our 
convenience in competition with the food 
of millions. The change of weather, 
however, seemed to disagree with our 
people, who were sevtral of them taken 
ill, but were relieved by proper re
wrdies. 

October 6. - The march before us 
being longer than usual, the loa<fed 
waggons lx>gan to set out soon after 
miunight, and Mr. Lushington and I 
.vere on horseback at three, to enable 
the clashet!s to take down our tents. 
The sky was cloudy, and as we picked 
our way with som~ difficulty In the 
dark, through watery roads and a wild 
open country, my recollection was for
cibly drawn to those times when IIJY 
youngest brother and I used to ride 
£Ome nwes to meet the mail in our way 
to school, and afterwards to college. 
Thence I naturally passed to the jour
neys of a riper age m the same neigh
bourhood, my wife's parting adieu and 
exhortation to take care of myself, and 
to write as soon as I got to London, at 
a time when we little thought of ever 
enduring more than II month's separa
tion. Hodnet, dear Hodnet, as we left 
it, and as it is now, Moreton, and all 
the names and recollections connected 
with them, combined to make me sad, 
and I was obliged to turn my attention 
to Bombay, and the mceting to which 
I look forwards there, to restrain some 
emotion which I was not sorry the 
darkness concealed. We rode on in 
silence about seven miles, when, in 
passing a villagE', we were roused by 
the lights, tinsel, flowers, mUDlmery, 
horns, gongs, and shouts of Seeta, nama, 
Luchmun, and their followers, in the 
concluding feast after the destrnction of 
the paper giant Ravana. The show was 
really pretty at a certain distance, but 
tlle little performers were all sadly tired, 
and I was not sorry, for thl'ir sakl'R, 
that this was their lw~ night of acting. 

lOne (\f the bystanders told us Ollr 
r9ad, which we should otherwise havE' 
had some uifficulty in finding, and we 
went on through a winding street, and 
amid the mud walls of cow-houses and 
shells, when II roolie came np to me 
and said that Dinoo, one of my sick 
servants, had fallen off his hon;e and 
was dying. I immediately went into the 
watchhouse, and found him stretched 
on a mat which they had brollght out 
for him, complaining of great pain, but 
speaking little and moaning dismally. 
I was much shocked, ana the more FO 
because I did not know wh:rt to gh-e 
him j indeed my medicine chest was 
gone on with the palanqni~, and aU 
the town, except the watchman, were 
busy with the show. I asked if they 
could get a dhooly for him, lnd bring 
him on to our next station, F lttehpoor. 
The watchman, who was now joined by 
another man, said, "there were JlO 
bearers in the village." .. WJat," said 
I, "all those men whom I saw follow
ing Rama, can none of them put their 
shoulders uuder a bamboo and carry 
this poor man II few coss, when they 
are sure of being well paid for it?" 
" My Lord," was the characte:'istic an
swer, "they are all coolies, not bearers; 
they can only carry loads on their 
heads, and cannot carry a mm!" I 
grew impatient, and said that I in
sisted upon his being brought some way 
or other, and by hand, for the nlotion 
of a hackery was more than he could 
bear, and that if he was not brought 
in three hours' time to Futtehpoor, I 
would complain to the cutwal. I re
peated iliis to the jemautdar of the 
village, who now made his appearance, 
and he promised faithfully that help 
should be forthcoming. At length (all 
European would never guess -how the 
matter was settled) four women came 
forward with one of the country cane
bedsteads; the patient was placed on 
it, and the sturdy lasses took it up on 
their heads like Caryatides, and trudged 
away with it. I left a ~pearman by 
way of escort, and went on lx>fore, with 
but little hope tllat the poor man would 
reach the camp alive. 

The day was now breaking, and we 
WE'llt on at a brisker pace, my voun~ 
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horse confirming me more and more in 
mv good opinion of him, till, while 
stOpping to let him drink in a plt\Sh of 
water, he all at once lay down and be· 
gan rolling. I was not hurt, and the 
circumstance would not have been worth 
mentioning, had not the saees given as 
a reason fol' it, that the Turkomans fed 
their colts with buffalo's milk, and 
that my horse had probably thus ac
quired both the fondness for water and 
the folly of his foster-mother I Cer. 
tainly he seemed altogether nnconscious 
of having done wrong, and imagined, 
perhaps, that the ('old bath would be as 
agreeablc to me ,as to himself; indeed, 
I gave him no reason to suppose the 
contrary, but shall in future watch him 
more closely on similar occasions. 

The road for some miles from Futteh. 
poor lies over an open plain, as level as 
any part of India, and seeming marked 
out by nature for the scene of a great 
battle which should decide the fate cf 
the country. Here we were met by the 
cutwal of Futtehpoor, who, in much 
civilit,Y, had come out on horseback to 
pay hIS respects, attended by the usual 
up-country retinue of shield and spear. 
I could not help smiling as the thought 
occurred, how different from the "great 
man," whom he probably expected, he 
must have found me, on a hon.e. with
out attendants, or even saees, and having 
on every part of my hat, jacket, and 
trowsers, the muddy stains of the nullah. 
However, the interview passed with 
great propriety on all sides, but as I 
was still wet and cold, and his retinue 
could not possibly keep pace with me, 
I begged him to spare the compliment 
of accompanying me into the town. 
~oor ill a large place, with 
more appearance of prosperIty than any 
town I have seen since Allahabad. It 
w'Iltaius some tolerably good houses, 
and a very elegant little mosque, built 
within these few years by the nephews 
and heirs of the celebrated eunuch 
Alma..."'l Ali Khan, long minister to the 
Nawilb ofOud,:" and who held for many 
years the whole "oulliern and 'Western 
Dooab from Meerut to AlIahal?ad in 
farm. He was remarkable for his 
'n:alth, his attachment to the English, 
IUld. ',IS it i. said. for his talents. 

Futtehpoor is surrounded, like most 
of these towns, with tombs, in the ulidst 
of which our tents were pitched. Near 
us was a large hut ruinouslerai, 1Vhich 
had, however, more of its interior de
tail perfect than most which I have 
seen m India. It corresponded in many 
respects with those of Turke;r and 
enm Tartary,-a large court Wlth two 
gateways opposite to each other, sur
mountet! by towers not unlike those I)f 
a college, with a cloister or verandah 
all round raised about a foot from the 
ground, with a pucka floor, and having 
little fire-places contrived against 1he 
waU, just large enough to hold the 
ea'hhen pitcher~)n which all the cookery' 
of the country is carried on, and behind 
this, a "ange of small and dark apart. 
ments a step lower than the verandah. 
No payment is required for lodging 
here, except a few, cowries to the 
sweeper, while ~ a very few pice. 
grass and water will be furnished to a 
traveller's beasts, and wood and earthen 
pots to himself; for provisions the 
neighbouring bazar is ready. These 
serais are generally noble monuments 
of individual bounty, and some were in 
ancient times liberally endowed, and 
furnished supplies of gram, * milk, and 
grass gratis to the traveller, as well as 
shelter. Their foundations are most 
of them alienated, but even so far as 
shelter only is concerned, it is a very 
great blessing in this country. where 
the general poverty of the nath-es, 
and the prejudices of easte, forbid a 
stranger hoping for admission into any 
private dwelling. Even now, though 
ruinous, they are kept tolerably clean, 
and their benefit is SQ great to all per
sons. whether Europeans or natives, 
who are not rich enough to possess 
tents, and occasionally to some even of 
those who are, that I rejoice to learn 
that their restoration is one of the ob
jects proposed by Government in the 
application of the internal tolls to works 
of public improvement. 

The only plague attendant on our 
present situation arose from the swarms 
of sturdY,; M~sulman beggars, calling 

• A kind or v~t~h on whir" hOTS"" a.. .. 
chiefly red In Imha ~~ •• 
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themselves "Marabouts," or holy men, 
and living in the tombs. around us. I 
gave alms to one old inan who ad
dressed ml\ by the claun of being a 
fellow-senant of the same God, and 
had, in consequence, my ears deafenE'd 
for half the morning by continued cries 
of supplication from people in the full 
possession of youth, health, and strength, 
who would not even hav/: thanked me 
for less than half a rupee, and who had 
about as much sanctity in their appear~ 
ance and demeanour as Friar Tuck, or 
Fra Diavolo. At last the Archdeacon 
went out, and talked to them in their 
own way, and they dispersed. Dinoo, 
to my surprise, arrived in camp ab~ut 
an hour after us, very materially better, 
and there sl'emed no doubt but that in 
a dhooly he would be able to proceed. 

There were some hard showers dur
ing th<! day, and the night was so rainy. 
that, though the nftJrning of October 
7th seemed rather more promising, I 
gave up all idea of attempting to stir 
the tents, and sent Mr. Corrie word to 
this effect. He called all me, however, 
to say that he had no doubt of being 
able, by the help of the cutwal, to ob
tain hackeries from the town to carry 
the flies, which are the heaviest parts 
of the tents; that the camels would 
have no difficulty with the remainder, 
an<i that the loss of a day DOW would 
prevent our arriviD

f
<7 in time for Sun

day at Cawnpoor. told him that all 
the natives said the day would be rainy j 
but he answered that he thought the 
clouds were breaking, and that the 
natives never were to be depended on 
when the question was about moving. 
Under these circumstances, I ordered 
the camels and baggage to be got ready, 
having first ascertained that there was 
a Berai at Kuleaunpoor, where we might 
get shelter should our tents be usel('ss. 
1'he routees were gone on over-night. 
Mr. Lushington and I accordingly set 
out immediately, that we might get in 
before the morning grew hot, and a 
dismal ride we hadl I had anticipated 
at least some showers, and was not dis
couraged by the first or second which 
tell. But by the time we had got some
tHug le~s than IJalf-way, it set in for a 
thoroughly tropical wet day, with a 

fierce N. W. wind, and thunder and 
lightning, the rain falling in a con
tinued torrent. It was in vain to stop, 
for we were already wet to the skin, 
and had indeed no shelter within rt'ach, 
and we had only to keep our horses 
steadily to the storm, and to be thank
ful to God that it did not come on be
fore we had daylight sufficient to S~ 
our way through a wild and flooded 
country, where the nullahs were al
ready, in m.any places, as high as our 
horses' bellies. 

After travelling about five miles in 
this way, and when we were still four 
from our halting-place, we fortunately 
overtook one of the palanquins, in 
which was a leathern bottle of brandy, 
which (lid us both infinite good. The 
roa 1, too, was now better, and as his 
horse was fresh~r than 'mine, Mr. Lush
ington galloped on, in the hope at 
getting a fire lighted. I followed more 
leisurely, passing, to my concern, the 
greater part of our baggage on the road, 
and having, consequently, reason t<1 
apprehend that we should find no dry 
clothes ready for us. In fact, I found 
Mr. Lushington stripped to his flannel 
waistcoat. and cowering over a little 
fire of sticks and cow-dung, in a shed 
of very unpromising appearance, the 
ground havmg been by far too wet to 
enable our advanced party to pitch the 
routees, and the seral turning out, un
fortunately, one of the worst and most 
ruinous of the kind. More brandy was 
not forthcominy<1', but we added sticks to 
the fire, and ordered breakfast, for 
which, fortunately, the materials were 
arrived, while some of the advanced 
party of bearers, stripping themselves 
naked, volunteered to go back, and. by 
their frehh strength, help their com
panions to bring up the pettarahs with 
our clothes more quickly. This an
swered well, as we had the satisfaction 
of finding, when they arrived, that they 
were really dry. Things looked now 
more promising j our horses and our
sl-lves were under the comml)n shelter 
of tlle ruinous cloister, with just room 
for a little table between them and the 
fire. A crowd of poor shiveriug ser
vaJlts was huddh'd round this on every 
side bnt that which we occupied i and 
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lUlother shed at some little distance was 
used by Mr. Corrie's khilnsaman as 
cook-room, and, should they arrive, 
'Would serve as parlour and dressing
room for their party. But each suc~ 
cessive detachment of the caravan, as 
they continued to drop in, gave, as 
might be expected, worse' and worse 
accounts of the road. It was " knee
deep,"-it was "middle-deep,"-it was 
" half a spear's depth ill water." Still 
the rain kept pouring on, but without 
thunder or wlnd; and as we looked 
from our shed on the swimming dung
hills of the serai, and the poor 'Wet 
camels patien'ly standing or Iymg down 
among them, I thought what a whimsical 
contrast the scene offered to the descrip
tion in Irving's story of the "Stout 
Gentleman." . 

Our caravan continued to arrive 
during the day, which cleared up to
wards evening, but not time enough to 
prevent all our bedding from being 
hopelessly wet through. Meantime we 
were not quite without employment, 
since, besides seeing our horses taken 
care of, we had all manner of com
plaints to adjudicate between the vil· 
lagers, our servants and sepoys, and 
two companies more of sepoys who 
were also driven in to shelter. I could 
Dot help feeling very uncomfortable 
about the Corries and their children. 
The people who came up said they had 
obtained shdter in the nanse of a ze
mindar, but whether a gig and palan
quin could get through the waters 
which were between us was more than 
we could form a judgment of. At 
length, just as we had given them up, 
and 'Were sitting down to dinner, they 
arrived, happily all well, and having re
ceived a ho~pit.lble entertainment from 
the zemindar in question, at whose 
house they had asked permission to 
boil a little gruel for the children, and 
who had immediately invited them into 
a comfortable \rerandah, and, though a 
Hindoo, sent to purchase them a fowl 
and cutTie. The Archdeacon expressed 
much unwillingness to eat these in his 
house, knowing, he said, how strong a 
prejudice would, II. few years since, 
ha"e been eAcited against such a btep. 
Hut on his saying, .. Oh, do not let us 

pollute your house," the good man 
ret'.lfned an answer which, Mr. Corrie 
observed,6! owed more than most things 
how fast caste was wearing 'lJWay. "We 
have different customs, but are we not 
of the same flesh and blood ?-My house 
is much honoured by your company." 

When the Corries saw what sort of 
place they were come to, they at first 
regretted that they had Dot accepted 
the zemindar's invitation to stay all' 
night. His Wnsaman, however, had 
managed matters for them better than 
could have been expected, and except 
that their apartment admitted the rain 
in ,places, it made about as good a bed· 
room as a common blacksmith's shed 
in England would have done, but clean, 
and very sufficient fof the climate. Our 
palanquins made excellent beds, and we 
had so many unexpected comforts, my 
kMnsaman having~provided an excel
lent dinner of kl'a-soup and bouilIe, 
and the chest of wine having come up, 
that we had abundant reawn for thank~ 
fulness, which was increased by find
ing that our sick men were not worse 
for their journey. 

It 'was evident, however, that the 
tents could not again be mpved without 
a thorough drying, and as I had ap
pointed Saturday morning for the con
firmation at Cawnpoor, Mr. Lushington 
and I agreed with the bearers of our 
palanquins, for a trifling additional sum. 
to carry us next day, two marches in 
one, to that station, should the weather 
be such as to make it practicable. We 
left the tents, servants, and the two 
policemen whom we had brought from 
Allahabad, with the Corries, and set off 
out"&elves after breakfast on the 8th of 
October. The day was tine, and though 
the toads were in a very bad state, it 
was delightful to hear the mutual con
gratulations of our bearers and the 
..,illagers whom we passed, both parties 
full of thankfulness to God, and COIl~ 
sidering themselves, with apparent rea
son, as delivered from famine and all 
its horrors. One of these mutual feli
citations, which the Archdeacon over
heard the day before, was very inter
esting, as it was not intended for his 
ear, and was one of the strongest proofll 
I have met with of the satisfaction of' 
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the Hindoos with their rulers. " A 
good rain this for the bread," said one 
of the villagers to the other. "Yes," 
was the aq~wer, "and a good govern
ment under'which a man may eat bread 
in safety." While such a feeling pre
vails, we may have good hopes of the 
t;;tability of our Indian Government. 

In crossing a nuddee, whi('h from a 
ford had become a ferry, we saw some 
'characteristie groupes and occurrences j 
the price of passage in the boat was 
o<1ly a few cowries, but a number of 
country-folk were assembled, who could 
not, 01' would not, pay, and were now 
~itting patiently by the brink, waiting 
till the torrent should subside, or, wtlat 
was folr less likely to happen, till the 
boatmen should take compassion on 
them. Many of these poor people came 
up to beg me to make the boatmen take 
them over, one wqman pleading that 
her "malik our "'buchcr" (literally 
master, or lord, and young one) had 
run away from her, and she wanted to 
overtake them; another that she and 
her two grand-children were following 
her son, who was a bavildar in the 
regiment which we bad passed just be
fore; and some others, that th~y had 
been intercepted the previous day by 
this torrent, and had neither money 
nor food till they reached their homes. 
Four anas purchased a passage for the 
whole crowd, of perhaps thirty people, 
and they were really very thankful. I 
bestowed two anas more on the poor 
deserted woman, aIHl a whimsical scene 
ensued. She at first took the money 
with eagerness, then, as if she recol
lected herself, she blushed very deeply, 
and seemed much confused, then bowed 
herself to my feet, and kissed my hands, 
and at last said, in a very modest tone, 
.. it was not fit for so great a man as I 
was, to give her two anas, and she 
hoped that I and the 'chota Sahib' 
~liltle lord) would give her a rupee 
each I" She was an extremely pretty 
little woman, but we were inexorable, 
partly, I believe, in my own case at 
least, because we had only just rupees 
enough to take us to Cawnpoor, and to 
pay far our men's provisions; however, 
I gave h£'T two more auas, my sole re
waiDing stock of small chauge. 

When this wa..~ all done, the jemaut-. 
dar of the neighbouring village came 
to ask for the ""ual certificate of his 
having rendered us assistance. I wrote 
it out for him on the top of my palan. 
quin, haVillg provided myself for such 
purposes with paper and Sir Thomas 
Aclalld's illkstand, when a new scelle 
followed. He was very grateful for 
the good word I gave him, but he had 
a brother, a fine young man, now in 
the service of the PeisJ-lwa Rajee How, 
in the neighbourin~ town of lldourah, 
but who was anxiOUS to get into the 
Company's service. "Would I have the 
goodness to give him a recommenda
tion to tht- judge Sahib of lletourah 7" 
.. I do not know the judge Sahib of Be
tourah." .. But Huzoor (your worship) 
is Malik of the land, and your firmaun 
will be obeyed." "Suppose I could do 
your brother any good, I do not know 
him; how shall I recomm.end him 1" 
" I1uzoor Dlay believe me when I tell 
him that my brother is one of the best 
men in the world!" "But I am only 
a traveller, and have no power." "lIu
zoor is pleased to say so--but"--in 
~hort I could hardly get him away 
fcom the palanquin side, particularly 
as I did not choose to set oft· till I hail 
Seen the poor people embark, fi)r whose 
passage I had paid. '\" e then parted, 
the jemautdar still declaring that he 
would follow me to Cawnpoor, amI 
bring his brother with him. 

The natives of India seem to attach 
very great importance to a written re
commendation by an European, or per
son in a public stati.:n, in whkh, as in 
many other points, they strongly re
bemble the flubsians. The whole scene 
which I have described, mutatis mu
tandis ( crucifixes for llrahminical 
strings, &c.), might have occurred at & 

ferry on the Don or the Dnieper. The 
mixture of simplicity and cunning, the 
importunity, the patience and the flat
tery, seem to belong almost equally to 
the peasantry of both countries, or more 
accurately speaking, perhap<, to the 
state of society in which they are placed. 

'Ve arrived between three and four 
at &ar~oul, the station half-way 1Je.. 
tw{'('n Kule;tunpoor and Cawltpoor, a 
moderate 6~ed nllugc, with SOlUe neat 
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houses, and a handsome scrai. Our blished some years ago in Cawnpoor, 
people, however, were so mnC'h tired for the children both of Europeans and 
with wading up to their middles in natives, which oQtained a very liberal 
water, that we bade them get their din- subscription from the English residents, 
ners, and go to sleep till midnight, and has since received ftrim Govern
when we should again set off'. We our- ment a handsome grant of four hundred 
s~lves did the same as far as dinner I. rupees per month. It has an excel
was ooncerned, and after a little walk lent house, witl1 good school-rooms, an 
round the 'VIllage, which was comvletely English master and mistress at a large 
insulated by the inundation, retlred to salary, and a Persian moonshee, but I 
our palanquins, which, for Eecurity, we found it attended but by few European 
had had carried into the court-yard of and half-caste, and still fewer native 
the Tanllah, or police-office. W e al~o children, in deplorable want of books 
engaged four mussaulchies, less for and other similar supplies, and with a 
their light, the harvest-moon being mastel' who had apparwtly b~en brought 
6ufficient,thantoserveasguidestbrough in as a party m~a.ure, who was pre
the flooded country. vi()usly altog~th~JJnexperienced in the 

October 9.-The night and morning improved system of education, an,i ac
were again fine, and the waters much tually declined to be examined in any 
abated. Still we were seven hours of the points most necessary to his use
goin~ ~ixteen miles, and I had the dis- fulness. Except their catechism, which 
appomtment to find, on arriving at Mr. they said well, there ,,:as nothing satis
Wi)liams's,house, thatdespairiLgofmy factory in the appdrance, numbers, or 
reaching Cawnpoor in such weather, proficiency of the European childrell. 
he had sent round to say that the Con- The native bo~s were learning Lindley 
firmation was postponed. It might, Murray's Grammar, without any toler
however, I found, be easily arranged able knOWledge of the language in 
tor Sunday morning, and in the hospi- which it is written, and had for their 
taHty, d~alJiness, and oomfort of his single c\ass-book Joyce's Scientific Dia
house, we found abundant compensation logues, which they stammered over by 
for our recent labours. rote, but could none of them construe 

During my stay at Cawnpoor not into Hilldoostdnee. I asked if they had 
many events occurred wortli noticing. any Hindoostanee books, and could read 
On Sunday the 11th, I confirmed up- them into English? If they learned 
wards of eighty persons, a considcraLle geography, mathematics, or even wrote 
proportion of whom afterwards received Englis!J. exercises by double translation 
the Sacrament. I visited on Monda,}' or otherwi&e? Nothing of the sort 
the new military hospital, and regl- seemed to have entered the master's 
mental school of the lLth Lancers, both head. He taught them to write a fair 
of which are in excellent order. There hand, and to work ridiculous and use
is one w4rd of the former furnished less sums in fellowship. the douLle rule 
with tubes of a new invention, for the of three, and this was all his ambition. 
admission and refrigeration of air, Archdeacon Corrie kindly undertook, 
which is introduced through two great during his stay at Cawnpoor, to put 
\'aIYes, like gigalltic chimneyp, with him into a better train, and I wrote 
cowls on them, and let off thlOugh the out a list of books, which I recom
roof by a multitude of small iron tun- ~ende~ to the committee to supply 
nels, with heads like ventilators, It is him WIth, as well as some of the pri
Faid to answer tolerably, but not better mary and simplest elements of B~ll's 
than tatties, which are here hardly system of education. Thus, I hope, 
lUore expensive. Externally, the ma- things will be amended; at present they 
chinery is a great dl'formity to the are bad enough, and when compared 
building. The rtgimental school is on with the establishmellt at Benarcs, Dot 
the national system, !llld ronducted ex- at all creditable to thoEe who IlaTe em
tl'cDlely well. An institution of a wider " ployed more ample IDl:ans "ith so little 
5Cope and loftier. pretensions was f'~ta- judgmeLt. 
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Cawnpoor is a place of great extent, niences of the place ara, us they repre
tli(l cantonments being six miles from sent it, its glare and dust, defects, how
one extremity to the otlar, but of very ever, which are in a cODi;iderable de!,rree 
scattered population. Its population, removed already by the multitude of 
however, a~Jtracted from the civil and trees which they are planting in all di
military establishments, is still consi- rections. There is no regular Chri&tiau 
derable') there are many handsome Church. Divine service is performed 
mosques, and the view of the town from alternate mornings and evenings in a 
the course gives quite the idea of a city. thatched but conv~nient bungalow, 
The European houses are m~st of them nearly in the centre of the station, and 
large and roomy, standing in tlIJ;tensive in a riding-hollse adjoining the cavalry 
compounds, and built one story high, barracks. Government has sanctioned 
with sloping roofs, first thatched, and the building of two dhurches, but on a 
then covered with tiles, Ii roof which in scale, I am told, of so rigid inspection 
found better than any other to exclude I and economy, that nobody will uuder
the heat of the sun, and to possess a take the contract. The shops in Cawn
freedOln from the many aCCIdents eto poor are large, and, though far from 
which a mere thatched roof is liable. showy, contain some good things, 
I received much civility anP kind- which are sold very little dearer than 
ness from General Martindell and the ill Calcutta. The necessaries of life 
other military officers, and especially are barely half the price which thl!Y 
from COlonel Lumsdaiue, who took are there, and an excellent hou&e may 
great pains in getting our party all be rented for eighty or uinety rupees 
which was required from the Commis- monthly. On ttJc. whole, it is in many 
sariat. reEpects one of the most cOIoSideraLle 

Of the climate of Cawnpoor I had towns which I have seen in northem 
heard a very unfavourable account, India., but being of merely modem 
which, however, was not confirmed by origin, it has no fine ancient buildin&s 
thl' residents, who said that during the to show; the European architecture IS 
rains it was a very desirable situation, confined to works of absolute necessity 
that the cold months ",ere remarkably only, and marked by the greatest sim
dry and bracing and that the hot winds plicity; and few places of its size call 
were not worse than in mo~t other parts be named where there is bO ab~olntt'I' 
cf the Dooab.· The great inconve- llothing to see. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CAWNPOOR TO LUCKNOW. 

Entrance Into the King of Oude's Territories-Increase of Guar~King'. Suwarr.-Admeen_ 
Entrance Into Lucknow-Court Circular-Narrow Streets-Armed Inhahltanta-Prime 
Minister-Rhinocerosea-Dil-Kouohar-Constantia-Deceased King'. Wlvea-Breakfaat at 
the Palace-Distl'lbution of Money at the Gatea-King breakCaats at the Resideney-Prhate 
Details ofthe Government-Chrietians at Lucknow • 

• 
WE left Cawnpoor on Monday after- edly to ask our .. 'Wav as the evening 
noon, the 18th of October, having sent closed in. 
our baggage and tents early in the When we arrived at our tents, a 
morning to the first station, which is letter was put into my hands from Mr. 
only six miles from the northern bank Ricketts, the resident at Lucknow, stat
of the Ganges, the passage of whie!}. ing that the King ~f Oude had sent a 
by camels and elephants, usually takes purveyor, or collector of taxes. (1 
up 11 considerable space of time. The hardly know how to translate the word 
Ganges is still a noble stream j its It Afimeen:') with two choMars, and 
width, at the usual place of ferrying, ten" SUWarTS," or horsemen, to obtain 
is, I should think, not far from a mile supplies for us during our march. 
and a half, hut it is divided at this sea- These persons, however, together with 
son by a large sand-bank, and the water Mr. Ricketts's own messenger, had ex
is in many places shallow. Its banks pected us at Onnaw. a village four 
on both sides are fiat and ugly, but the miles further on, but a supply had been 
southern side has the advantage in its obtained by their authority of aU which 
numerous bungalows, surrounded by was necessary fd\:' our present encamp
their respective gardens. We had heard ment. 
much of the misgoverned and desolate October 19.-We started early on two 
state of the kingUom of Oude j boats elephants, which, after all, the good
had been recently menaced, in their natured exertions of Captain Lums
way to Cawnpoor. by some of the viI- daine had obtained for us, though not 
lagers adjoiumg the river, and my till I had purchased a second horse for 
guard had been increased, Witllout any my journey, a p'lrchase, indeed, which
lip plication from me, from thirty to most of my friends tell me, in such a 
f.>rty-five sepoys, by the obliging care journey, I sooll not find sUp.?!'f1uous. 
of General !I1artindell. The imme- The elephants are extremely conve
diate vicinity of the river we certainly nient in the commencement of a march, 
found uncultivated, and the peasants while it is yct too dark to ride on horse
who passed us here were still more back with comfort j and by sending on 
universally loaded with defensive and our horses half-way to wait for us, we 
offensive weapons than those of the have the relief and pleasure of a ride 
Company's territories in the Dooab. during the pleasantest time of the morn
We found them, however, peaceable ing. It was very dark, and the road 
and courteous, though our escort was excessively bad, t.brough a country 00-
mostly gone forward, and Mr. I.USh-1 turally broken and marshy, and now 
ington and I had cantered on by our- rendered almost impassable by the re
selves, leaving th", remainder of the cent rains. 
tmrtY behind, and, in fact, had repeat- In the village of Or.naw, which we 
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.. cached about half-past four In the 
morning, it was very difficult to find 
,Jur way, and nobody was awaj,e except 
olle poor foot-traveller:, who, himself a 
stranger, hl.i sat down o.n the brink of 
a large pool, in which, npparently, the 
only track visible terminated, and, wrap
ped up in his mantle, his sword and 
shield under him, and at intervals blow
ing the fusee of his long matchlock gun, 
was waiting, as he said, for day, and 
prepared for any possible attack which 
might in the mean time btl made on 
him. We did not like to wait so long, 
and began knock~ng at the door of the 
nearest honse, a cottage rather larger 
than ordinary. No answer was returI14!d, 
and my spearmen were at once going 
to break the door, or rather gate, for it 
was built round a small court-yard. I 
forbade this step, however, on which 
one of the followers of the elephant 
crept like a cat up(.~he mud wall, and 
dropped down inside of the little euclo
sure, calling loudly for a guide to show 
the way. He was received with a vol
ley of abuse in a female voice, which 
was not at all calmed by my assurance 
that she had nothing to fear, and that, 
if her husband would come and show 
us the way, he should be well paid for 
his trouble. She declared her hu.~band 
was not at home, but at last, as she said, 
JIl~rely to get rid of tis, herself vouch
safed to open the gate, and give us some 
few directions. Our road we found, in 
fact, lay through the pool I have men
tioned j and she said, Ifwe kept well to 
the right hand, without going beyond 
an old tree, it was probable we should 
find safe footing. With these direc
tions we were fain to be content, and 
they carried us on safely. 

We wondered all this time that we 
heard nothing of the king's people, or 
~lr. Ricketts's servant; shortly after, 
however, as the day dawned, we saw 
the former galloping after us. They 
were mounted on very tolerable horses, 
and armed with sabres like the Ilnwarrs 
of the Company's magistrates, but ex
tremely ill- dressed, and more like 
thieves than peace-officers or soldiers. 
The ACtmeen and Mr. Ricketts's ser
vant had, they said, gone on to pl'epart' 
things for our receptiou at the ~nClliIlp-

ment, where we arrived about ei" .. ' 
o'clock, and found it in a grove of tr~el>, 
as usual, near a half-rnined village, but 
surrounded with a greater extent of 
well-cultivated ground than w~ were 
prepared to expect in this neit;hLour
hood. 

The Aumeen here called on me, and 
offered his nuzzur. He was a decent 
elderly man, looking like an Arab mer
challt, and was attended by two of the 
king's chobdars, also respectable men, 
and Mr. J1.icketts's servant, one of the 
tallest and most powerful men I ever 
saw. They were followed by a troop 
of country people with the u&ual sup
plies, which were, however, )it'lded 
very grudgingly, and with Litter la
mentations, all the c:owd, particularly 
the women, declaring that they were 
fleeced to the last peuny. They were 
apparently well satisfied, :md celiainly 
a good deal surprised, howevtr, on my 
telling them that I should pay for the 
fowls.and milk, and give a gratuity or 
two rupees among tlle wood aud grass
cutters; the whole expense only came 
to three rupees and a half, so cheaply 
may a great deal of oppresbioD ~ 
remedied in this country ! 

Nothing remarkable occurred during 
our continuance here, except the care 
with which the sarbanns and saeeses 
brought all the animals, and everything 
which could be stolen, immediatdy 
under the eye of the sentries. On my 
observing this circumstance, the reply 
was immediate, .. \Ve are ill the ]S"awitb 
Vizier's country!' Hardly any, even 
of his own people, call him kUIg:, and I 
must say his name seems to be treated 
vcr., disrespectfully under all denomi
nations. 

The waters were ro deep a f<,w days 
ago in the rivers which we had pa.~<ed 
during this day's march, that palanquins 
were floated over by the hd p of kedge
ree-pots, eight of which were competent 
to support the vehicle, with iu, contents. 
It was, however, no very agreeabJe way 
of passing a pool of deep water, pushed 
on by VP(lple swimming. 

Oci,Jler 2U.-The journey thi~ morn
ing was of seven very long co~s, throup,h 
bad foads, with a deep rIver, ar..d seve
ral guIlh s made by the recent raw. 
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Our station was a large walled village, 
with gates, and bazar in a much hand
somer style than usual, but the walls 
bearing marks of decay, and many of 
the houses roofless, though the shops 
were neat, and the appearance of the 
people comfortable and thriving. All 
was quiet when we arrived; but the 
servants who had gone on before with 
the breakfast tents had found the place 
in a state of siege. A large sum of 
money, said to be thirty thousand ru
pees, on its way to the treasury at Luck
now, had attracted a number of the 
neighbouring peasantry, who were as
t;ernblcd outside the walls with their 
weapons, waitin~ for the departure of 
the treasure, while sentries were posted 
by the escort on all the old towers, and 
the gates were fast closed. One of our 
servants applied for a passage in vain; 
the warders were civil, but peremptory, 
pointing to the lurking enemy, and 
asking how they should endanger the 
treasure of the .. refuge of the world." 
At last. on more of our sepoys corning 
up, and finding that we were strong 
enough to protect them, they gladly 
opened their gates, and the armed pea
santry dispersed themselves. Our camp 
was fixed beyond the town, near a large 
pool of water, amid some tall trees, and 
having at a little distance a grove sur
rounded by a high wall with a Gothic 
gateway, the garden, as we were told, 
of a former minister of Oude, named 
NawUlI Sing, who had built 1hevillage, 
and from whom it derived its name. 

Adjoining the pool we saw a erowd 
of people assembled round a fallen 
elephant; apprehending that it was one 
of our own, I urged my horse to the 
Fpot. On asking, however, whose it 
was, a bystander said it belonged to 
.. the asylum of the world," and had 
fallen down from weakness, which was 
not surprising, since instead of an allow
ance of hlenty-tive rupees a month, 
necl:'ssary for the keep of an elephant, I 
was told that these poor creatures, all 
but those ill the immediate stables of 
his majesty, had for some time back, 
owing to the dilapidated state of the 
finances, Ilnd the. roguery' of the- com
miss.triat, received only five! They 
had nuw givp.n the wretched animal a 

VOL. I. 

cordial, and were endeavouring to raise 
it on its legs, but in vain. It groaned 
pitifully, but lay quite helpless, ar.d was 
In fact a mountain of skin,and bone. 
Another elephant of a. very large size, 
and in somewhat better plight, was 
brought to assist, and I was much struck 
with the almost human expression of 
surprise, alarm, and perplexity in his 
countenance, when hE' approached his 
fallen companion. They fastened II 
chain round his neck and the body of 
the sick beast, and urged him in all 
ways, by encouragement and blows, to 
drag bim up, even thrusting spears into 
his flanks. He pulled stontly for a 
minute, but on the -4irst groan his com
panion gave he stopped short, turned 
fiercely round with a loud roar, and 
with his trunk and fore-feet began to 
attempt to loosen the 'chain from his 
neck. In fact, his 4fresistance and re
fusal to sanction their proceedings were 
so decisive, that an immediate cry arose 
of "Ie-jao," take him away. in which 
I very cordially joined. I asked them 
if they could get nothing which the 
fallen animal was likely to eat, urging 
that weak as he was, even if they did 
get him to rise, he would certainly fall 
again. They seemed sensible of this, 
and two of them ran for a great bundle 
of greens and a pot of water; the greens 
he ate readily enough, but refused the 
water, which they accounted for by say
ing he supposed it was physic. He was 
said to be very old, which the size of his 
tusks confirmed. Among the group 
thus assembled were some of the tallest 
and finest men I have ever seen here. 
or indeed in Europe. All the crowd 
were civil and communicative, and J 
could not help thinking that the pea
sants of Oude, in everything but ho
nesty, bore a high rank among those of 
their own class throughout the world. 

In the course of the day a messenger, 
mounted on a fast-trotting camel (a 
style of conveyance for couriers very 
usual in these provinces), arrived from 
Mr. Ricketts, his saddle perched high 
on the top of the hump, hIS carbine and 
sabre hanging down on each side, and 
guiding thll animal not with a bridle, 
but with a. Jmall cord fastened to a ring 
through his nostrils. The message from 

p 
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Mr. Ricketts was, that his own aid~-de
camp, with one of the king's, would 
meet me »ext mOl'Dlllg, at about six 
miles frof,U Lucknow, and that if I 
~hose the1would bring with them spare 
elt>phants for our .par?"' This was for
tunate, since on inqUIry we found that 
we had still nearly ten coss between us 
and the Residency, a greater distance 
than our animals or foo~ attendants 
could get through without some rest, or 
before the middle of the day. Mr. 
Uicketts's offer, };.owever, made the 
arrangement easy. 

October 21.-W e set put at half-past 
three o'clock. and fonome thne lost our 
,ray, there being no other road than 
such tracks as are seen across ploughed 
fields in England, the whole country 
beulg rnltivated, though not inclosed, 
and much intersected by small rivers 
and nuUahs. The king's suwarrs were, 
1 found, for show 3nly, since they knew 
nothing about the road; and as for 
defence, I should have been very EOrry 
to be obliged to rely on them. I was 
pleased, however, and surprised, after 
all which I had heard of Oude, to find 
the country so completely UIlder the 
plough, since were the oppression so 
great as is sometimes stated, I cannot 
think that we should witness so con
siderable a population, or so much in
dustry • Yet that considerable anarchy 
and mis-rule exist, the events of yester
day afforded a sufficient reason for 
supposing. 

The bulk of the population is still 
evidently Hindoo. All the villages 
have pagodas, while many are without 
mosques; by far the greater part of the 
people who pass us on the road have 
the marks of caste on their foreheads, 
and it being now a Hindoo festival, the 
drumming, braling, and clattering of 
their noisy mUSIC was heard from every 
little collection of houses which we 
passed through. At length, and sooner 
than we expected, we saw a consider
able" su warree," or retinue of elephants 
and horses, approaching us, and were 
met by Captain Salmon and the King 
of Oude's officer, the latter followed bv 
a train of elephants splendidly equipped 
with silver howdahs, and sufficient to 
AcconunoJate more than three times the 

number of our party. A good many 
suwarrs, in red and yellow, followed 
Captain Salmon. and a most irregular 
and picturesque body of infantry, with 
swords and shields, long matchlock 
guns, and other guns of every sort and 
size, spears like spits, composed, sheath
and all, of iron, and some silvered oyer, 
large triangular green banners, and 
everything m()st unlike the appearance of 
European war. made up the cortt'ge of 
Meer Hussun KMn. The whole formed 
a stage procession oithe most interesting 
and showy kind, in which there was no 
regularity, and little real magnificence, 
for the dresses of the men and trappings 
of the elephants were all the worse for 
wear, and the silver howdahs did not 
bear a close examination. but where 
flowing and picturesque dresses. glow
jug colours, numbers, and the majestic 
size of the noble animals which form 
the most prominent part of the group, 
produced an effect more pleasing to the 
eye of a poet or an artist than the 
sprucest parade of an English review. 

While I was changing elephants, a 
decent-looking man stepped up to me, 
and begged to know my name and titles 
at full length, in order, as he said, .. to 
make a report of them to the asylum of 
the world." I found on inquiry, that 
be was the writer of the court clfcularp 

a much more minute task, and one con
sidered of far mOre importance here 
than in Europe. Everything which 
occurs in the family of the king him
self, the resident, the chief officers of 
state, or any stranger of rank who may 
arrive, is carefully noted and sent round 
in writing. And I was told that the 
exact hour at which I rose, the sort ot 
breakfast I a.te, the visits I paid or re
ceived, and the manner. in which I 
passed my morning, would all be re
tailed by the king's chobdars. for the 
information 'Of their master, whose own 
most indifferent actions. however, are 
with equal fairness writ-.en down for 
Mr. Ricketts's inspection. As I mounted 
my new elephant, the same sort of aC
clamation of .. BismilJa4! Ullah Acbar! 
Ullah Knreen !" was made by the at
tendants, as..I had heard on the Nawub 
of Dacca's arrivaland departure. It is, 
I find, the ancient Mussulman fashion. 
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aut! during their stay in Lucknow, my I remained equally narrow and dirty. 
chobdars and bearers learnt it also from We passed some pretty mosques and 
those of the king and the resident. some large houses, built like the native 
How long they will continue it I do not houses in Calcutta, and the bazars 
know. It seems 0. very pious custom, seemed well filled, so far d I could 
and one which I should not wish to distinguish from the height at which I 
check, though I certainly should not sat, and the general narrowness of the 
allow them to adopt the proclamation, area. At last we suddenly entered a 
which fbllowed on this occasion, of my very handsome street indeed, wider 
name and title, so mangled as name than the High-street at Oxford, but 
never was before. having some distant resemblance to it 

We now proceeded, three elephants in the colour of its buildings, and the 
abreast, that on which Mr.Lushington general form and Gothic style of the 
and I rode in the centre, Meer Hussun greater part of them. We saw but lit~ 
Kluln on the right, and Captain Salmon tle of it, howrver, as we immediately 
on the left, with the motley multitude turned up through some folding-gatH! 
before and the spare elephants behind. into'"a sort of close, with good-looking 
The Corries had fallen back, being houEes and smaJ,1 glirdens round it, and 
unable to keep up with us. We thus II. barrack and guard-house at its en
advanced into Lncknow, through a very trance. One of these houses I was told 
considerable population, and crowded belonged to the residfnt, another was 
mean houses of clay, with the filthiest his banqueting-house. containing apart
lanes between them that I ever went ments tor his guesu, and a thud very 
through, and so narrow that we were pretty upper-roomed house in a little 
often obliged to reduce our front, and garden was pointed {)ut as that which 
even a single elephant did not always the king had assigned to receive me 
pass very easily. A swarm ofbeggars and my party. Here, therefore, our 
oceupied every angle and the steps of companions took their leave, and Mr. 
every door, and all, or nearly-all the Lushington and I found ourselves in a 
remaining population were, to my sur- very prettily arranged and well-fur
prise, as much loaded with arms as the nished dwelling, with excellent stables 
mhabitants of the country; a circum- and accommodations for our numerous 
stance which told ill for the,police of followers. It was the house usually 
the town, but added considerably to its assigned to the king's physician, now 
picturesque effect. Grave men in pa- absent, and was extremely well suited 
lanquins, counting their beads, and to my purpose, both as being near the 
looking like Moullahs, bad all two or ResidenCy, and sufficiently detached 
tllree sword-and-buckler lackeys at- from it to allow me to have some part 
tending on them. People of more con- of my mornings to myself. The Corries 
sequence, on their elephants, flII.d each arrived in about half an hour, and 
a suwarree of shield, spear, and gun, shortly afterwards we were summoned 
little inferior to that by which we werc to bre8.k.fast at the Residenty, where we 
liurrounded, and even the lounging found so large a party as completely to 
Vl'ople of the lower raults in the streets give the idea of a watering-place. After 
and shop-doors had their shields over breakfast I was told the prime-minister 
their shoulders, and their swords car- was come to calIon me, and Mr. Ric
ried sheathed in one hand. ketts introduced us to each other in 
• I recollected Sir W. Scott's picture form. He is II. dark, harsh, hawked
of the streets of London in the" For- nosed man, with an expression of mouth 
tunes of Nigel," but I should arprehend which seems to imply habitual sdf
that Lucknow offered at this moment a command struggling with a naturally 
more warlike exterior than our own rougb temper. lIe is, I understand, 
metropolis ev,* did durjug its most elO- exceedingly unpopular. He was origi
broiled and troublesome periods. As nally khilnsaman to the present king, 
we advanced the town began to improve when heir apparent and in disgrac~ 
in point of buildings, though the streets with his father. Saadut Ali. His house 

-2 
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is the most splendid in Lucknow, and 
his suwanee exceeds that of the king, 
wllo is said to be so attached to him as 
to have f!iven himself' entirely into his 
hauds. Il'~s manners, though not his 
appearance, are those of a gentleman; 
he is said to be a man of undoubted 
courage, and to be a pleasant person to 
do business with, except that too much 
confidence must not be placed in him. 
He was very civil to me, and very 
tolerant of my bad Hindoostanee, but 
I saw that he was nursing some ill
humour towards Mr. Ricketts, and 
found at length that offence had been 
taken because Lord Amherst had not 
himself written to the king to fntroa.uce 
me, as had, he said, baen the constant 
cllstom with other governors-general 
whenever any person of a certain rank 
in the country visited Lucknow. We 
explained to him lJIat my regular pro
gress was through those stations where 
there were chaplains, and that, there
fore, it was probable that Lord Am
herst did not know that I intended to 
t"isit Lucknow, and he seemed satisfied. 
Possibly Lord Amherst was not aware 
that sllch an etiquette was usual; and 
in my own case it was certainly igno
rance which prevented my asking for 
such credentials. '" However, the minis-

.. Tbe following lett~r from the Governor
nenpral 11'118 st1l>8equently lent to the King of 
Uu,le:-

.. 1'0 HI8 114 A H"ITll' 'tHE K!N'CJ or OUDI!. 
n Written 10th December, 1824. 

" I have latelv heen Informed. by a letter 
from tbe Lord Bishop or Calcutta, 01 the gra· 
cious receptlon which hi. Lordship experl' 
eneI'd from your Majesty, and of the gratili· 
cation "hich he derive<1 (rom hili visit to yOUl" 
IIIl1jesty·s Court or Lurlmow. 

.. I had no opportunity of making known, 
·previollsly, to your .MaJesty, the Bi.hop'. in
tention ofvlsiting Lucknow ••• his proce .. ding 
to that capital "118 " 8udden thought, and he 
had not beforehRnd contemplated that the 
roune or )lIs public duties would allow of It;s 
,Ipvial;n\( 10 far from hi. proposed route. 
TIli, Leing tile cllSe, I feel myself now doublv 
coliI'd on to address your Malesty, both In 
expl~nation of the above apparent omi.sion, 
and to oifer my sincere acknowledgments for 
the liattering and cllrdial reception given hy 
'-OUT Jl[ajesty to the .. ead of the British Church 
In India, of which the Bishop writes in Ule 
warmeat and most ~Taterul terms . 

.. (8Jgned) AIoIIUUUT. 
(A true Copy) 

.. (Signed) A. STIRtJlf(J, 
.f Per&iau lSecret"ry to Government."-EI) 

ter seemed satisfied, his dark countp. 
nance cleared up, and he said that the 
introduction of their friend the resident 
was quite enough for them, and that 
the king hoped to make Luclrnow not 
unpleasant to me. The remaining 
conversation was about the cities and 
couutries which I had visited, how I 
liked the fir!'t sight of Lucknow, and 
concluded with the minister's inviting 
me, on the part of the king, to breakf3bt 
with him the Monday following. 

This is the usual way of being pre. 
scnted at this court, and the rea.~OD 
given for not naming an earlier day 
was that the king had a bad feverish 
cold. I found, indeed, half Luckuow 
laid up with the same influenza, though 
of a slighter degree, with that which 
had prevailed so universally in Cal
cutta during the rains. In fact, I know 
not how, the sight of the town, its va
rious villainous smells, and its close 
population, gave me the idea of a very 
unhealthl place, though I found ,that 
the old residents disclaim the imputa
tion. I felt much chagrined, on more 
accoun~ than one, to find that Mr. 
Ricketts's marriage could not take place 
before the 1st of November j if this 
were out of the question, however, it 
WllS very unlikely I should be able to 
leave it before that time, from the dif
ferent things that, were to be done. 
Under these circumstances it was a sa
tisfaction to me to find that, if a week's 
notice was given, I should be sure of a 
numerous attendance at the Sacrament, 
-that many persons had Leen asking 
about confirmation, who only needed 
some days to prepare themselves, and 
make up their minds to the ceremony, 
and that a full share of those otller op
portunities of usefulness might be ex
p(>cted which I had found at Allahabad, 
Monghyr, and other places where there 
was, as here, no resident chaplain. 

The great detentions which I have 
already met with have not only thrown 
me much behind the reckoning which 
I formed from my conversation with 
Colonel'Cunliffe, but, joined to the ex
perience which I have !tlready had of 
marching, have obliged me to calculate 
on a much slower progress hereafter 
than I looked forwl1rd to whl'n :first 
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that reckoning was made. In so long 
a journey as this, I find it evident that 
a Sunday halt is not only advisable, in 
a religious point of view, but necessary 
for the animals and men, who accom~ 
pany me. To be useful I must arrange 
my stay in each station, so as to include 
a Sunday, and shall thus be often kept, 
besides these halting days, several 
others, which I should have employed, 
more to my hking, in pressing onwards 
towards the meeting to whIch I look 
forward with daily increasing.earnest
ness. To go Dik. any considerable 
part of the way would be a great addi~ 
tional expeuse, and it so happeus that 
it would save me very little time, since 
I must still adjust my stay in the dif
ferent stations according to' Sundays, 
and wait for my servants and baggage 
to rejoin me. As, to the best of my 
(,:'\lculation, it seems very improbable 
that I can reach Surat before the beL 
ginnlOg of April, I was well pleased to 
learn from Mr. Hyde, one of the party 
at the Residency, who had recently 
come across from Bombay, that travel
ling in Guzeril.t was not only practi
cable but pleasant till that time. 1\1r. 
Hyde is a great traveller, and the only 
Englishman whom I have heard of; 
except Lord Valentia, who bas visited 
India from motives, exclusively, of 
science and curiosity, since the country 
has been in our possession. All others, 
however science might engross their 
attention, have, like Leyden and Sir 
W. Jones, had some official and osten
sible object, whf'reas this gentleman is 
merely making a. tour. He left Eng
land seven years ago, with the inten
tion of being absent a few months, and 
bas been since ramblin~ on, without 
plan, and chiefly as his course has 
been uetermined by the motions of 
others. Having attached hi/nselt' to 
Mr. Bankes, I believe in Spain, he ac
companied him into Egypt, Nubia, 
8~·ria. and Arabia. Mr. Hich enticed 
h1m from Palmyra on to Babylon and 
Bagdad. From BU'80rah he came to 
Bombay, toucl1inR in his way at some 
of the port& of uman and Yemen, in 
the hope of finding an eligible oppor
tunity of returIllng home by sea; lind 
then, finding himsdf in a new and in-

wresting country, determined to make 
the tour of India. AdJed to his zeal 
for seeing new conn tries, he has an 
uncomxpOll share of good l""ture and 
cheerfulness, and is exactly the person 
whom r could conceive Bankes select
ing as his travelling companion. 

I do not know that there is any usc 
in writing a regular journal of the 
manner in which I passed my time at 
Lucknow. There was, as must be the 
case, a good deal of sameness, in morn
ing rides, evening si~ht-seein/.!', late 
breakfasts, and later dinners. There 
were several pleasant people among the 
crowd, IIFd I was daily more and more 
pleaSed with my qpst and future host
ess, and from hint! obtained much in
formation as to the manners and cns. 
toms of northern India. The king 
very good-naturedly ,sent an elephant 
every morning for Mi. Lnshington and 
myself; and a chariot for the Corries, 
that we might see the sights of Luck
now to more advantage. There is a 
menagerie, with a greater number of 
scarce and curious animals, but in far 
worse order, than that lit Barrackpool' ; 
and on the other side of the river 
Goomty, in a well-wooded park, is a 
large collection of different varieties of 
cows, camels, and deer, and five or si)t 
very large rhinoceroses, the first ani
mals of the kind I ever saw, lind of 
which I found that prints and draw!ngs 
had given me a very imperfect concep
tion. They are more bulky animals, 
and of a darker colour than I had sup
posed, and the thickness of the folds of 
their impenetrable skin much surpassE's 
all which I had expected. These at 
Lucknow are gentle and quiet animals, 
except that one of them bas a ftud 
with horses. They seem to propagate 
in captivity withollt reJuctanlle, and I 
should conceive might be available to 
carry burthens as well as the elephant, 
except that, as their pace is still slower 
than his, their nse-could only be appli
cable to very great weight~, and very 
gentle travelling. These have some
times had howdahs on them, and were 
once f.l~t.ened in a carriage, but oniy as 
an experiment which was never fol
lowed up. There is, on the sallie 8ide 
of the rh'er, a poultry-yard of bt'auti· 
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ful pigeons; and on the river itselfis a 
steam-boat, a vessel"fitted up like a 
brig of war, and otIl;er things which 
show the",ing to be fond of mechanical 
inventions. He has, indeed, a very 
skilful mechanist, an English officer, in 
his serviCt', and is himself said to know 
more of the science, and of the different 
branches of philosophy connected with 
it, than could be expected in a person 
who understands no European language. 

Another pleasant ride is to " Dil
koushar," Heart's Delight, a small' 
summer palace of the king's, about 
three miles from the city. The house 
is small alld ugly, with a high front 
like a ~enadier's cap, and two low 
wings, hke some of the old French and 
German chateaux. It is said to be 
prettily arranged and furnished inside, 
but this I did not see. 

The park is exwnsive, and some parts 
of it extremely pretty, bdng suffi
ciently wild and jungly to ofTer a pic
turesque variety, and in parts suffi
ciently open for air and exercise, as 
well as to show off its deer and neel
ghlUS to advantage. Some parts of it 
put me in mind of the few remaining 
glades of Needwood Forest. There are 
not oilly neelghaus and the comlUon 
Indian deer, but some noble red deer 
in this park, which contribute much, 
with a brold and excellent drive 
through it, and the form of its lodge, 
to give it an English air, which, how
ever, is from time to time destroyed by 
the tall jungle grass, with its beautiful 
silvel' tufts, and the monkeys. These, 
as well as all which I have yet seen in 
this country, resemble the corpulent 
one which I described on the banks of 
the Pudda in every particular, except 
that of wanting a tail, which he, I 
suppose, had lost by some accident. 
Though they seem better adapted for 
climbing than running, ther are tolera
bly swift 011 the ground. have more 
than once taken them at first for Pariar 
dogs, They are very tame, never be
in~ shot at or injured, and are 110t, J 
think, the lively frolicsome animal 
which they are in Europe supposed to 
be. There is a sort of cage ill the 
middle of the park, where they are fed, 
at least where some gram is thrown to 

them to scramble for once in two or 
three days, whether founded by the 
king or some pious Hindoo I know not. 
I suspect the latter, because the people 
who kecp it are fakirs, and beg, and 
because there is a statue of Huniman in 
front of it. 

Another popular drive is to Coustan
tia, a very large and most whimsical 
house and grounds, in the worst pos
sible taste, but displaying in its outline 
and some parts of its arrangements an 
eccentric and uneducated genius, built 
by the late General Martin, a French
man, and originally a common soldier, 
who rose by good fortune more than 
any brilliant services to the first rank 
in the Company's army. His tomb is 
ill one of the cellars, a marble altar
shaped sarcophagus, with a very modest 
inscription, and a bust also of white 
marl,lle. It is surrounded by four· 
figure~ of grenadiers, as large as life, 
with their arms reversed, in the ele
gant attitude used in military funerals, 
and the whole would have had an ex
tremely good effect, had not the gremi· 
diers, which, it is said, Martin meant 
to have been of marble also, been paltry 
plaster ngurt'S, painted after nature in 
rea coats I Whose tlste this has been 
I could not learn.'" 

There are one or two other very 
English-looking country houses near 
Lucknow, all, I believe, the property of 
the king, and it may be said that from 
the Residency all the way down the 
principal street, and afterward through 
the park of Dil-Koushar, and the neigh
bouring drives, Lucknow llas more 
rCbemblance to some of the smaller 
European capitals (Dresden, for in
stance) than anything which I have 
seen in India. The king's troops. be
sides the irregular gentry, of whom I 
SlW a specimen on entering the city, 
are dressed ill the same way that the 
British sepoys used to be twenty years 
ago, and as they are represented in 
Ker Porter's "Storming of Seringa
patam." They are armed with mus-

• An the furniture of the house \I ao sold 
on Gen,>ral Martin's death, and tlle lookin!!' 
vlaj,., and luolr ... \lere purcha.ed h,· the 
Company to OTl1runent the Goverr.meut·holl" 
in Ca\rllttl\ -Ell. 
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kets and bayonets. under British offi
cers, and not ill-disciplined, but their 
numbers are not more than are required 
for the usual purposes of parade and 
mounting sentries. His horse-guards 
are fine tall men, and well mounted, 
but arc in discipline and military ap
pearance a little, and but a little, better 
than those which attend the Nawiib of 
Dacca. The British subsidiary force, 
which is at the disposal of the resident, 
is, by a strange· choice, placed in a 
cantonment nve miles from the town, 
separated by the broad and rapid 
stream of the Goomty, where there is 
indeed a fine old bridge, but one which 
might in a few minutes be rendered 
impassable by any force ,without a re
gular siege, so that in case of a com
motion in the city, either king or re
silent would nave to rely entirely o~ 
tIle single company which is always 
on guartf at the Residency, but which 
would be as nothing when opposed to 
such an armed popUlation as that of 
Lucknow. That they have never yet 
been exposed to this danger seems a 
sufficient proof of the quiet disposition 
of the people, as well as of the opinion 
which they entertain of the supposed 
stability of the Company's empire j yet 
the English, both at Lucknow and 
Cawnpoor, often spoke of the anarchi
cal condition, the frequent affrays, the 
hatred of the European and Christian 
nome, the robberies and tnur!lers by 
which this city is distinguished, and I 
was cautioned expressly, by more peo
ple than one, never to go into the JlOpu
lous parts of the city except on an ele
phant, and attended by some of the re
sident's or the king's chuprassees. It 
so happened that the morning before 
this counsel was given, Mr. Lushington 
and I had gone on horseback through 
almost the whole place, along streets 
and alleys as narrow and far dirtier 
than those of Benal'es, and in a laby
rinth of buildings which obliged us to 
ask our wily at almost every turn. So 
far from having chuprassees, we had, 
as it happened, but one saees between 
u.~, and he as much a stranger as our
sch'es, yl!t we found invariable dvility 
and good nature, people backing their 
carts and dephants to make loom for 

us, ~d displaying on the wh~le a far 
greater spirit of hospitality and accom· 
modation than two foreIgners 'Would 
have met with il), London. One old 
man only, when my horse ~owed con
siderable reluctance to pass'ln elephant, 
said, shaking his head in a I;ort of ex
postulating tone, "This is not a good 
road for sahibs." Some of the in~ 
stances, indeed, which were related of 
Europeans being insulted and assaulted 
in the streets and. neighbourhood of 
Lucknow were dearly tl'aced to inso
lent or overbearing conduct on the 
part of the compiainants themselves; 
and though of course there are bad and 
w~ess people everywhere, though 
where every bogy. is armed, and there 
is no efficient police, street-brawls will 
be less infrequent than in cities more 
fortunately circumstanced, and though 
by night narrow streets, ill-watched 
and unlighted, mltSt be dangerous, I 
am not disposed to think that the pe~ 
pIe of Dude are habitually ferocious or 
bloodthirsty, or that they are jn!lu
enced by any peculiar animosity against 
the English 01' the Christian name. It 
is certain, however, that they have not 
a go~ character, and that in no part of 
the country should valuable property 
be trUsted m their way without proper 
precaution. I had heard of some tra
vellers having been 1)lenaced by the 
villagers on the Oude bank of the 
Ganges a short time before, and when, 
on lea,ing Lucknow, 1 ordered my 
mate-bearer, who had staid with me 
after the tents had set off, to follow, 
as I could do without him, he pleaded 
tthough he had a spear) that he was 
afraid to go alone. Abdullah laughed 
at this, but afterwards went very gravely 
to examine into the state of the pistols, 
and was careful at night to bring them 
to my bed-head,. observing, that " in 
this country a man does not trust his 
own father." This, however, is a di
gression., I return to Lucku<.w, and 
its public buildings. 

The minister's hoose is a very IllJ'ge 
pile of building, in a bad part of the 
town, and both in architecture and situ
ation a good dl!ul rest!mbling the house 
of the :Munich family in Calcutta.. 
There are many stately l,.hfms, aud some 
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handsome mosques ana pagodas scat
tered in d itr~r('nt cornCI'S of these 
wretched al1<.!ys, but t1!.E.' most striking 
buildings ill LuckllOW itre the tombs of 
the late Nalab Saadut Ali and the mo
ther of the present king, the gate of 
Constantinople (" Roumi Durwazu"), 
and the "Imamhara," or cathedral. 
The Imambara ('onsists of two courts, 
rising with a steE.''p ascent one above the 
other. It contains, besides a splendid 
mosque, a college for instruction in 
Mussulman law, apartments for the re
ligious establishment maintained here, 
and a noble gallery, in the midst of 
which, undl'r a brilliant tabernacle of 
silver, cut-glass, and precious sto~s, 
lie buried the l-cmaillS of its founder, 
Asuphud Dowlab. The whole is in a 
Tery noble style of Eastern Gothic, and 
when taken in conjunction with the 
Roumi Durwazu which adjoins it, I 
have never seen aIl9urchitectural view 
which pl~ased me nlOre from its rich
ness and variety, as well as the propor
tions and general good taste of its l)rin
cipal features. The details a good deal 
resemble those of Eaton,· but the ex
tent is much greater and the parts 
larger, On the whole it is, perhaps, 
most like the Kremlin, but both in 
splendour Ulld taste myoid favourite 
falls very short of it. Close to this fine 
group is a large and handsome, but dull 
and neglected looking pile, which is the 
palace or prison appropriated to the un
fortunate widows and concubines of de
ceased sovereigns. Some ladies arc still 
there, as it is said, who belon~ed' to 
Asuphud Dowlab. Those ofViZler Ali 
and Saadut Ali are, naturally, many of 
them alh'e, though they must mostly be 
in years. An Indian king, who allows 
his elephants to be starved, is, I fear, not 
very likely to attend much to the fced
ing of his old women, and the allow
ance which these poor creatures re. 
ceive is said to be always so miserably 
in arrear, that they have occasionally 
been reduced to extreme distress. Once 
they faiFly broke loose from tllt-ir pri
son, sallied in a body into t-he adjoining 
bazar, and carried oft' ,all they could 
lay hands on, exclaiming, that they had 

• Tho Earl of Grosvenor', seat in Chellur8. 
-ED. 

already pawned (lr sold all thdr trin
kets, and almost all their clothes, that 
they were ,pcril.hing with hlwger, and 
that the kmg must pay for what they 
took, as well as bear the disgrace of re
ducing his fdther's wiv~ F show them
selves to the people. The meal>ure was 
a bold one, but probably did them good 
as to their subsequeqt treatment, for the 
king is allowed by every body to be a 
kind-hearted, well-meaning man, and 
the general sympathy and horror ex
cited were very great. 

NOlle of the royal palaces (there are, 
I think, three in Lucknow besides this 
gloomy one) are either very large or 
&triking. That in which the king re
ceived us to breakfast, and which is the 
one which he usually occupies, iI. clme 
to the Residency; a cluster of meaa 
courts with some morsels of show), 
architccture intermingled, like the of. 
fices of a college. We went there in 
long procession, the resident in his 
state palanquin, made open like the 
nuptial one which we saw in Chow
ringhee, 1 in a tonjon, the rest of the 
party in all manner of conveyances. 
The resident had a very numerous 
suwarree of armed men, silver sticks, 
&c,; and my servants were so anxious 
that I should make a good appearance 
on the occasion, that they lwgged per
mission to put on their new blue coats, 
though the day was so hot it was pain
ful to see them thus loaded. There was 
the usuai show of horse and foot guards 
in the approaches to the palace. and the 
street was lined with the same pic
turesque crowd of irregular gendar
merie, which I had seen on entering the 
town. 'Ve were set down at the foot 
of Il stran~ly mean stone staircase, reo 
sembling rather that leading to a bath
room than anything else, on the mm
mit of whieh the king reechoed us, first 
embracing the resident, then me. lIe 
next otlered an arm to each of us. and 
led us into a loog and handsome, but 
rather narrow, gallery. with g(~_)(l por
traits of his father and Lord lIa,tmgs 
ovel' thl! two chimney-pieces, and Evme 
very splendid ~la.·s lustres hanging from 
the Cl:'iling. The furniture was altoge
tllCr Engli&h. and there was a long 
table ill the middle of the room, set out 
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with breakfast, end some fiue French elephant and chariot. I understood 
and English china. He sat down in a pretty well all which he said, though 
gilt armchair in the centre of one side, he does not speak very distinctly, but 
mutioning to us to be seated on either I seldonl ventured to answer him wjth
hand. The prime-minister sate down out the aid of Mr. Ricklltts~ interpreta. 
opposite, am¥he rest of the table was tion, being aware of the danger of 
filled by the party from the Residency, giving offence, or using vulgar or "un
and about an equal number of natives, lucky" words. He said his scrvants 
among whom were one of the king's had told him I spoke Hill.doostanee re
grandsons, the commander-in-chief, and markably well; I answered that I could 
other public officers. The king began spea~ it to people in the camp or on the 
by putting a large hut toll on the re- river, but I was not nsed to speak it in 
sident's plate. and anothcr on mine, thfn such a presence. He said, very politely, 
sent similar rolls to the young Nawab I had only to go on according to the 
his grandson, who sate on the other side p~ogress I had already madt', and the 
of me, to the primt'-minister, and one next time I came to see him he would 
or two others. Cofil~e, tea, butter, eggs, ndt allow me an inrerpreter. The fact is, 
and fish were then carried round by the however, that I'fiavt' gained very little 
servants, and things proceeded much as in Hindoostanee lately, considerably less 
at a public breakfubt in Eu~land. The ~an before I was constantly with the 
king had some m<'ss of his 0WIl: in a archdeacon and MI:'. Lushington. It 
beautiful cove roo French cup, but the is much easier to ~t them to interpret 
other l\f ussulmans ate as the Europeans than myself to labour 'at an explanation, 
did. There was a pillaw, which the and, in marching, I have little or no 
king recommended to me, and which, time to re/l.d. Hindoostanee, not Per
therefore, I was bound to taste, though sian, is here the court language j I sup
with much secret reluctance, as remem- pose this has arisen from the king's de~ 
bering the greasy dainties of the Nawab semon of his old allegiance to the house 
of Dacca. I was surprised, however, to of Timur, since which it has been a na
find that this was really an excellent tnral policy to frame the etiquette of 
thing, with neither ghee nor garlic, his court on a different model from that 
and witlt no fault except, perhaps, that of DelhI. 
it was too dry, and too eXclusively After breakfast the king rose and 
fowl, rice, and spices. Mr. Ricketts walked, supported as before by :Mr. 
wId me afterwards, that the high-bred Ricketts and me, into a small adjoining 
Mussulmans of this part of India affect drawing-room, where his crown stood 
to dislike exceedingly, as vulgar, the on a sofa-table. It is a very elegant 
greasy and fragrant dishes of the Ben- one, of what heralds call the "Orien~ 
galees and Hindoos, and that the merit tal" form, a velvet cap surrounded by 
of their cookery is to be dry, stimulant, pointed rays of diamonds, and a white 
and aromatic. heron's plume in front. I was no judge 

Dwing the meal, which was not very of the merit of the diamonds, but was 
long, for nobody ate much, the conver- able honestly to say, I had never, ex .. 
sation was made up chiefly of questions cept on the Emperor of Russia's crown. 
from the king as to the countries which seeIj a more brilliant show. He askcd 
I had visited, the length of time which me If there was any illfference between 
I had been in India, and the objects of his crown and that of the King of Eng. 
my present journey j as also how I liked land. I told him what the difference 
"hat I had seen of Lucknow, with the was, and said his majesty's was more 
rest of what Faulconbridge calls the like that of the Emperor of Constan· 
.. ABC book" of a traveller, when tinople," Padshahi Roum:' The con
such a" picked man of countries" is at I versation ended by his giving me a copy 
the brcakfa~t table of a great man. I of his own works, and a book of some 
wok care to thank him for his kindness sort to the archdeacon. We then took 
in sending the guard and the Aftmeen leave, and ended the morning oy 
to meet m<', as ruso for the loan of the making a ,tour of the palaces, the ne" 
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Imambara, the Menagerie, and the 
tombs of the king's father and mother. 
We weut as before in o\l'r' tonjons; and 
1\11'. Hicketts, on going out at the palace 
~te, sent ~e ~ p~se of thirty rupees 
m quarters, saymg It was usual, on such 
occasions, to throw silver among the 
begg-..trs. He had scarct:ly done tllis 
when our chairs were actually swept 
away from each other by a crowd of 
miserable objects of all kinds, who'had 
waited our coming out, and had already 
learned my name. I at once saw that 
in such a scramble the strong and young 
would get everything, and therefort: bid 
the chobdars and other people round 
me to keep them off, and bring near (he 
blind, lame, leprous, and very old. 
They executed this work zealously and 
well. The Cawnpoor sepoys particu
larly, twel ve of whom had begged leave 
to attend me on thistlPceasion, with their 
side-arms and ramrods, as orderlies, 
laid about them with 'liuch hearty 
good will, that they made a very effec
tual way, and really seemed anxious to 
bring forward the greatest objects, so 
iliat I had tllC satisfaction of making 
my hundred and twenty pieces of silver 
a (;'ood deal more useful ilian iliey other
WiSe would have been, as well as ad
vancing with a progress considerably 
more rapid than I could have done 
without such tools as iron ramrods, I 
had, however, the mortification to find 
that some of the weakest and most help.. 
less of those who were admitted to the 
side of my chair were hustled on their 
return to the crowd, t~ snatch from 
them the alms which they had received j 
and one poor old woman, to whom I 
gave half a rupee on account of her 
great age and infirmities, was, after I 
had passed, ilirown down, trampled on, 
and her hands, arms, and breast dreacl
fully pinched and bruised, to compel 
her to unlock her grasp of the money. 
The resident's people rescued her, or 
r;he probably would have been killed. 
I observed, by the way, that my choh
dar and the rest of my escort seemed to 
think that it was strange to give'more 
to a woman than to most of the men j 
and I had noticed, on many occasions, 
that all through ,India anything is 
thought good enough for tlle weaker 

sex, and that the roughest words, the 
poorest garments, the scantiest alms, th~ 
most degrading labour, and the hardest 
blows, are generally their portion. The 
same chuprassee, who, in clearing the 
way before a great man, .peaks civilly 
enough to iliose of his own sex, cuffiJ 
and kicks any unfortunate female who 
crosses his path without warning or for-
bearance. Yet to young children they 
are all gentleness and indulgence. What 
riddles men are I and how strangely do 
they differ in different countries I An 
idle boy in a crowd would inf,lllilllv, in 
England, get his head broken, but what 
an outcry would be raised if an un
oifunding woman were beaten by one of 
the satellites of authority I Perhaps 
both parties might learn something 
from each other; at least I have always 
thought it very hard to see beadles, in 
England, lashing away children on all 
public occasions, as if curiosio/ were a 
crime at an age in which it IS, of all 
others, most natural. 

This custom of throwing away mo
ney at presentations and other " high 
times" is said to be the cause of the 
number of beggars in Lucknow. They 
are, indeed, very numerous, bnt on no 
other occasion did I see a crowd of 
them; and in any large city, the cer· 
tainty that money was to be scrambled 
for would bring together a multitude. 
perhaps as great as that I saw to-day. 

The King of Oude is rather a tall 
man, and being long-backed and sitting 
on a somewhat higher cnshion than his 
neighbours, looks particularly so at his 
own table. He has evidently been very 
handsome, and has still good features 
and Ii pleasing countenance, thou~h he 
looks considerably older than he IS, or 
than he as yet chooses his painter to re
present him. His curling hair and 
whiskers are quite grey, and his com· 
plexion has grown, 1 understand, much 
darker within these few years, being 
now, indeed, perhaps the darkest in hls 
court. On Mr. Home's canvas, how
ever, his locks are still .. like the raven," 
and hls. .. bonnie brow is brent." The 
same immutability of youth, indeed, I 
have noticed in other royal portraits. 
The King of Oude, however, is evi. 
u('nlly fond of dress, and is said to be a 
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critic in that of otber.1 as well as his 
own; and his palaces, his new Imam
bara. his throne-room, jewels, and all 
the many other fine things which we 
visited this day, though extremely 
rosdy. aud marked by a cultivated taste, 
and an eye familiarized with European 
models, are less solid and massive in 
their properties, and impress the mind 
with far less magnificence, than the 
proud Roumi Durwazu, and the other 
works of his more frugal and fortunate 
father and uncle. His manners are 
very gentlemanly and elegant, though 
the European ladies who visit his court 
complaiu that he seldom PdYS them any 
att<,ntion. Lady Hood and Lady Mae
mahon were, however, exceptions to 
this rule. 

By a recent order of Government all 
presents of shawls, silks, ornament.~, or 
diamonds, whether made to ladies or 
gentlemen, are taken from them on 
leaving the palace, by the resident's 
chobdar, and sold on the account of Go
vernment. Nothing is ktpt but the 
silken cords which the king throws 
round the necks of his visitors at part
ing, and books, which, as nobody buys 
them, remain the unmolested property 
of the presentee. 

Still presents are given and received, 
when such a public mark of respect is 
thought proper, but in a manner well 
understood by both parties. If a person 
of rank is introduced to the king, a 
tray of shawls is offered, ac.cepted, and 
put bv in store at the Residency. When 
the great man takes leave, on departing 
fl'om Lucknow, he offers a similar nuz
zur. which the Company supplies, and 
which is always of rather superior va
lue to that which the king has given. 
Thus the king gets his own shawls, 
and something more, returned to him 
iu due course of circulation, and except 
that every such interchange of presents 
costs the Company about five h~ndrcd 
rupees, the whole is reduced to little 
more than a bow, and the occasion ofa 
fee to his majesty's chobdars and hur
karus. I was asked if I chose to go 
through this mock interchange of pre
sents. But I had no authority to draw 
from the CompallY's funds the presents 
'Which I was to return, nor any desire 

to encroach on the discretion which is, 
in such case, exercised by the resident. 
I ~nswered, therefore, that, as a clerg-y
man, I could not be supposold to denvc 
honour from the present t]f fine clothes 
and costly ornaments, and that I waa 
,JlIlXious for nothing so much as the pos
session of his majesty's works: this I 
found was well taken. 

1 had the usual compliment paid me 
of an offer to have a fight of animals 
under my window, at breakfast, which 
I declined. It is a light that religious 
persons among the Mussulmans them
selves condemn as inhuman, and I did 
not want to be reckoned less merciful to 
lnimals than ~eir own moullahs. Nor 
was the king, who is himself pretty 
well tired of such sights, displeased, 1 
found, that his elephants and rams had 
a holiday. 

The king, to fiWsh my court-days all 
at once, returned my ViSIt on the Thurs
day following at the Residency, and was 
received by the resident and myself at 
the head of the stairs, ill all points as 
he received us, and was conducted be
tween us, as before, to the middle of the 
long breakfast-table, and after breakfast 
I presented him with a copy of the Bible 
in Arabic, and the Prayer Book in Hin
doostal'l.ee, which I had got bound in 
red velvet, and wrapped up in brocade 
for the purpose. The morning went 
off so much like that which had pre
ceded, it, that I remember nothing 
of importance, except that during break
fast he asked me to sit for my portrait 
to his painter, and that after breakfast 
he offered me an escort of twenty su
warrs through his territory, of which, 
in conformity with the principle on 
which I acted, of declining all needless 
parade, I accepted only ten, stating that 
I found those his majesty had sent me 
before quite sufficient. 

I lastly met him again, under circum
stances perfectly similar, at the Res~ 
deney on the day of Mr. Ricketts's 
marriage, at which h~ had expressed a 
wish to be prescnt. (..At this breakfast 
he was more communicative than he 
had been, talked about steam-engin~, 
and a new way of propelling ships by 
a spiral wheel at the bottom of the ves
sel. which an English engineer in his 



220 BIS~OP HEBER'S [CHAP. X'9. 

pay had invented i mentioned different 
circumstances respecting the earthquake 
at Shiraz which had been reported to 
him, but were not named in the Cal· 
cutta newsp~ers, and explained the 
degree of acquaintance which he showed 
with English books, by saying he made 
his aides-de-camp read them to him 
into Hindoostanee.' He was full of a 
new scheme of authorship or editorship 
in the form of a Hindoostanee and 
Arabic Dictionary, which he was pleased 
to find was likely to be well received 
at the college of Port William. Captain 
Lockitt, indeed, said that it would in 
all probability be a very useful book, 
for he had men about him quite cont
petent to do it respectably. He asked 
so much about m,. publications, that 
Mr. Ricketts told me I was bound to 
offer to send them to him as soon as I 
returned to Calcutta,lnd. on 'my assent
ing, made a very pretty spceeh on my 
behalf. The king said he should re
ceive them with great pleasure, anll had 
no doubt he should get their meaning 
exylained to him. I cannot tell how 
tillS may be, but am now bound to make 
the trial. The marriage ceremony 
went off very well. The king, his 
gt"lll!dson, the minister, &c. remained in 
the room as spectators, and after it, 
Ml.. Ricketts presented him witlt a 
splendid velvet and gold saddle-cloth, 
and housings. Thus ended, after an
other embrace, and a pl·omise of return
ing "one of these days," my intercourse 
with one of the very few crowned heads 
I have ever come into contact with. J 
have been the more particular in de: 
scribing what passed, because I know 
my wife will not be uninterested in it, 
and bt!cause thifl is in fact the most 
polished and splcndid court at present 
.10 India. Poor Delhi has quite fallen 
int~ decay. 

I sate for my portrait to Mr. Home 
fuur timcs.* He has made several por. 
traits of the king, redolent of youth, and 

radiant witlt diamonds, and a portrait 
of Sir E. Paget, which he coul,l not 
help making a resemblance. He is a. 
very good artist indeed for a kill~ ot 
Oude to have got hold of. He is a 
quiet, gentlemanly old man. brother of 
the celebrated surgeon in London, and 
came out to practise as a portrait paiu
ter at Madras, during Lord Cornwallis's 
first administration,. was invited from 
thence to Lucknow by Saadut Ali a 
little before his death, and has since 
been retained by the king at a fixed 
salary, to which he adds a little Ly pri
vate practice. His son is a captain in 
the Company's service, but is now at
tached to the King of Ou(\e as equerry, 
and European aide-de-camp. Mr. Home 
would have been a distinguished painter 
had he remained in Europe, tor he has 
a great deal of taste, and his drawing is 
very good and rapid j but it has been, 
of course, a great disadvantage to him 
to have only his own works to study, 
and he, probably, finds it necessary to 
paint in glowing colours to satisfy his 
royal master. 

Of the king's character, and the cir~ 
cumstances which have plunged this 
country into its present anarchy, I-will 
now detail the outlines of what I have 
been able to learn. He was, by a very 
common misfortune attendant on heirs 
apparent, disliked by his father, Saadut 
Ab, who had kept him back from all 
public affairs, and. thrown him entirely 
into the hands of servants. To tlte first 
of these circumstances may I e ascribed 
his fondness for literary and philoso
phical pursuits j to the second, the 
ascendancy which his khil.nsaman mi
nister has gained ov~r him. Saadut 
Ali, himself a man of talent and ac
quirements, fond of business and well 
qualified for it, but in his latter days 
unhappily addicted to drunkenness, left 
him a country with six millions of 
people, a fertile soil, a most compact 
frontier, a clear revenue of two millions 
6terlin~, and upwards of two millioll.9 

.. The Editor has great pleasure In repeating. d . the . th 
her obligations to lIfr Home. for having, lU rea y money III treasury, Wi a 
unasked, sent to her a copy of the portTRIt well-regulated system of finan(',e, a pea
mentioned in the te,l; and in aoldlllg the santry tolerably wt!ll contented, no anny 
expression of thE' gratiRcation "hieh she has to maintain rxct'pt for police aIld pa-
felt on jparnmg that Mr. Rickett. I.as, at hi. 1 
o"n exppn.e, transmitted another copy to rade, and everything lIkely to proullce 
~alcutta for the llMlOp·s college. • au auspicious reign. Different circum-
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stances, hQwever, soon blighted these 
golden promises. The principal of 
these was, perhaps, the young Nawlb's 
aversion to public business. His edu
cation had been merely Asiatic, for 
&adut Ali. though he himself spoke 
English like a native, and very fl"e
quently wore the English uniform, had 
kept his son from aU European inter
course and 'instruction. He was fond, 
however, as I have observed, of studYI 
and in all points of Oriental philology 
and philosophy is really reckoned a 
Jearned man, besides havin&, a strong 
taste fO!' mechanics and chemlstry. But 
these are not the proper or most neces· 
sary pursuits of a king, and, in this 
instance, have rather tended to divert 
hiS mind froll the duties of his situation, 
than to serve as graceful ornaments to 
an aetive and vigorous intellect. When 
I add to this, that at one period the 
ciulSe occupied a considerable part of 
his time, 1t will be seen how many 
loOints of resemblance occur between 
him and our own James the First. Like 
James he is said to be naturally just 
and kind·hearted, and with all who 
have access to him he is extremely 
popular. No single act of violence or 
oppression has ever been ascribed to 
him or supposed to have been perpe
trated with his knowledge, and his 
errors have been a want of method and 
economy in his expenses, a want of 
accessibility to his subjects, a blind con
fidence in favourites, and, as will be 
secn, an unfortunate, though not very 
unnatural, attachm<.nt to ditl'erent points 
of etiquette and prerogative. 

His father's minister, at the time of 
his death, was Hukeem Mendee, a man 
of very considerable talents, great here
ditary opulence and influence. and to 
the full as honest and respectaUe in his 
public and private conduct as an l':astern 
vizier can usually be expected to be. 
Tne new sovereign was said not to be 
very fond of bim, but there seemed not 
thEl least intention of removing him till 
his power was undermined, most un· 
fortunately for all parties, by the Bri
~sb themse};es. 

The then resident at Lucknow was 
pid to interfere too much in the private 
affairs of the king, and in the internal 

.. 
and regular administration of the coun .. 
try. The minister would not allow it, 
and the king was so much irritated by 
this real or supposed interference, that 
he sent, by some of his ~uropean ser
vants, the private intelligence to Lord 
Hastings of which mention is made in 
the justificatory memoir of the latter. 
Lord Hastings readily tOQk up the 
affair; but in the mean time some of the 
king's servant.~, among whom was his 
kMnsaman, worked upon their master's 
timidity, by repres~nting the danger of 
coming to an open quarrel with the 
resident, the probability that the English 
would not credit the complaints brought 
~nst their own countryman, and 
nrged him to 1C compromise before it 
was too late. In consequence the king 
retracted the comlliaint, and ascribed it 
to the incorrect tnformation and bad 
advice of the Hukeem Mendee, who 
was in consequenc'1 -deprived of many 
of his principal employments, which 
were transferred to the present minister, 
with the general consent of aU pal1ies, 
and with the concurrence of the Hu
keem himse~ as a man personally ac
ceptable tq the sovereign, of pliant and 
pleasing manners, and not likely to 
aim at, or obtain more power than it 
was thought fit to enu"USt to him. Soon 
after, however, the new influence suc
ceeded in getting the Hukeem Mendee 
deprived of one profitable post after 
another, in stripping him of many of 
the Zemindarries in his hands, and at 
length in having him thrown into pri .. 
son, whence he was only released by 
the interposition of the British Govern· 
ment. He now lives in great splendour 
at Futtehghur. 

Expecting me to go to Futtehghur, 
he sent me, through Mr. Williams of 
Cawnpoor, a very civil invitation tdhis 
hou~e, with the assurance that he had 
an English housekeeper, who knew per
fectly well hOll" to do the honours of his 
establishment to gentlemen of her own 
nation. (She is, in f:!ct, a singnlar 
female, who became the wife of one of 
the Hindoostaneepr:>fessors at Hertford, 
now the llukpem's dewan, and bears, I 
believe, a yery respectable cllarark'r.) 
Hukeem Mendee was too powerful a 
man to he summarily got rill of bnt 
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more violent means were tak~ with 
others. One man of high rank was mur
dered in open day in tlti city; others 
were driven out of the country. and 
every death \,'lnd every banishment was 
a fresh occasion of adding a new place 
or a new Zemindarrie to the minister's 
hoard. 

While 4e grew rich, the king grew 
more and more in debt. No check 
whatever was given either to the receipt 
orissue of public money. The favou
rite had succeeded in getting both the 
secretaryship and treasurership in his 
Own hands j and 1111 that was known 
was, that the minister built a magnifi
cent house, and the king lavished grelt 
sums in all manner of trinkets, while 
the troops and public functionaries were 
without ,Pay, and the peasantry driven 
to deSPaIr by continual fresh exactions. 
Of the two millions which his father 
had left, the king htd lent one to Lord 
Hastings to carryon the Nepal war. 
For this he was to receive interest, but, 
unfortunately for him, he accepted. in
stead of all payment, a grant of fresh 
territory under the Himalaya moun
tains, which is entirely unproductive, 
being either savage wilderness, or oc
cupied by a race of mountaineers, who 
pay no taxes without being compelled, 
and whom he has not the means of 
compelling. After a second loan Lord 
Hastings encouraged the vizier to as. 
sume the title of king. Dut the worst 
consequence of both these loans was, 
that-by laying the British Government 
under a great obligation to the king, 
they cumpelled Lord Hastings to sus
pend all further urging of the different 
measures of reform in the administra
tion of justice and the collection of the 
revenue, which had been begun in 
Saadut Ali's time, for the benefit of the 
people of Uude, and which the Hukeem 
Mendee, while he remained in power, 
had been gradually introducing, by the 
suggestion of the British resident, and 
after the models afforded in our pro
vinces. The chief of these was the 
substitution of a regular system of Ze
mindarrie collectors for the taxes, in
stead of a number of" fermiers publics," 
who take them from year to year by a 
sort of auction, collecting them after-

wards in kind, or in any wav which 
suits them best, and who, by a· strange 
iujustice, are themselves the a!>Scssors, 
and, in, many instances, the only acces
eible court of appeal, as well as the 
principal persons who derive a profit 
from the amount collected, This 
wretched system, it must be owned, is 
very common throughout the native 
governments; but when a sovereign is 
himself a man of talents and energy, or 
when his minister has any regard for 
his own reputation, it has many checks 
which, in the present case, did not 
operate. In consequence, three or four 
times more than the sums really due 
were often extorted by these locu~ts, 
who went down and encamped in difi'e
rent parts of the country, and, under 
various pretences. 80 devoured and wor
ried the people that they were glad to 
get rid of them on any terms. Nay. 
sometimes, when one Aumeen had made 
his bargain with the landowners and 
tenants, and received the greater part 
of the payment in advance, a second 
would make his appearance witll more 
recent powers (having outbid his pre
decessors). and begin assessing and col
lecting anew, telling the plundered vil
lagers that they had done wrong to pay 
before it was due, and that they must 
look to the first man for repayment of 
what they had been defrauded of. "All 
this has been done," was said to me, 
.. and the king will neither see it nor 
hear it." It was not likely, however. 
to be done long without resistance. The 
stronger Zemindars built mud-forts, the 
poor Ryuts planted bamboos and thorny 
jungle round their villages; every man 
that had not a sword sold his garment 
to procure one, amI they bade the king's 
officers keep their distance. The next 
step, however, of goveqlment was to 
call in the aid of British troops to quell 
these insurgents. This the Kin~ of 
Oude had, by the letter and ~pint of 
existing treaties, a right to do. His 
father and uncle had purchase.! this 
right by the cession of nearly ont.>"'third 
of their whole territories,-by the ad
mission of two or three garrisons of 
subsidiary troops into their remaining 
provinces, and by the disbaniling of by 
tar the greater part of their own arm)". 



ctu.P. xv.] INDIAN JOORNAL. 2"": .... 
'l 

------------------------------~-----------------on the express condition that the Eng
lish should undertake to defend them 
against all external and internal ene
mies. Still Saadut Ali had used this 
right very sparingly. He was not fond 
of admitting, far less requesting, any 
more foreign interference than he could 
help. And his own guards, consisting 
of two thousand regular infantry, one 
thousand horse, three hundred artillery, 
and the irregulars whom I have n()oo 
ticed, wet'e enou~h for all nsual occa
sions, and were In excellent order and 
discipline. Now, however, all was' 
changed. The soldiers themselves 
were so ill paid, that it was difficult to 
keep them together; the artillery, a 
beautiful little corps, • first mutinied, 
and then disbanded themselves to the 
last man, and the king had really no 
option between either altering his. sys
tem, or governing without taxes, or 
calling in British aid. That aid was 
demanded and given; and during the 
greater part of Lord Hastings's time 
this wretched country was' pillaged 
under sanction of the British name, and 
under the teITQr of Sepoy bayonets, till 
at length the remonstrances of the Bri
tish officers employed on this service 
became so urgent, and the scandal so 
notorious and so great, not to omit that 
the number of the disaffected increased 
daily, and that the more parties were 
sent out in support of the Afuneens, the 
more were called for, while every pea
.sant who lost lands or property 1I1 the 
progress of the system became a Decoit 
and made inroads into the Company's 
provinces, that a. different C01ll'lle was 
unperiously forced on Government. 
Accordingly, the resident was in
structed to urge anew on the king the 
adoption of a regular system of leasing 
the crown dues for a certain number of 
years, like that adopted in the Com
panv's territories, and leasing them to 
the ·Zemindars themselves, not to these 
greedy Aumeens. He was directed also 
to require proof, before granting the 
aid of troops, that the sums said to be 
withheld were really due. To the first 
of these proposals the king answered, 
that he would introduce the. system 
gradually, and with such modifications 
as suited his country. lie even named 

a district in which he would begin it; 
but, though two years have now elapsed, 
nothing has yet been done. The second 
was met by sending a number of d()oo 
cuments to the resident, of "hose history 
and authenticity he could know n()oo 
thing, but which the officers sent with 
the detachment declared they believed 
to be often perfect forgenes. Mr. 
Rickl'tu, therdore. about a year ago, 
dechned granting any more military 
aid, unleS& the king would, first, imme
diately carry into eftect his promised 
reform; secondly, unless he would al
Iowan English commissioner, versed 
in s1!ch matters, to accompany each 
detachment, and determine on the spot 
the justice of tfJ.e Afuneen's claim; 
thirdly, unless he would himself, after 
the example of his royal ancestors, hold 
frequent and public p,urbar, to receive 
petitions from his subjects, and attend 
to these specific coOJplaints ; and fourth
ly, unless, to prevent the constant inCUl"
Slon of robbers from his majesty's into 
the Company's territories, he wonld 
allow the judge and magistrates of the 
adjoining districts to pursue and seize 
Decoits within his frontier. 

To these proposals his answers have 
been very ingenious and plausible. To 
the first he says that such great changes 
cannot be the work of a day; that 'When 
half his subjects are in arms against 
him is not precisely the time to obtain 
a fair assessment or a permanent settle
ment of the land; but if the British 
will first, as he calls on them in the 
terms of their treaty to do, put down 
his rebellious Zemindars, destroy their 
mud-forts, and disarm their people, 
he will pledge himself to adopt, in 
course of time, and with due delibera
tion, such a system as will give satis
faction. To the second he answers, 
with some reason, that the introduction 
of English judges and revenue officers, 
for such the proposed commissioners 
wonld be, into his country, would make 
his own officers ciphers, and his own 
power contemptible, and that he would 
sooner bid adieu to his crown at once, 
and turn Fakir. To the third, that he 
has not understood it to be the custom 
of either the King of England or the 
GovernorGeneral, to hold such an open 
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durbar as they recommend (nor will 
those who have seen a Lucknow mob 
anticipate any benefieial effects from 
such excessive accessibility). But to 
prove his re,.jard for his people, he has 
instructed his prime-minIster to hold a 
dllrbar for these precise purposes twice 
a week, who is charged to report all 
cases of importance to his own ear. 
The fourth he answers by saying that 
it is very hard to accuse him of har
bouring robbers, while we refuse him 
all aid in putting down the very Ze
mindars whose fortresses and fastnesses 
are the common nests of robbery and 
rebellion j that if we help him to subdue 
his rebels, he will keep his robbers 'in 
order himself: but that it would be a 
cruel mockery to continue to call him 
a king, if any neighbouring magistrate 
might enter his dominions at pleasure. 
He urges that "all his difficulties have 
arisen from his enti~e confiden('e in the 
friendship of the Company. That this 
induced him and his ancestors to dis
band an excellent army, till they scarce 
left sentries enough for the palace; and 
thus they have become unable, without 
help, to enforc~ payment of their ancient 
revenues. That this induced him to 
lend to the British Govermnent all the 
money which would have else enabled 
him to ease the people of their burdens, 
and to meet, without inconvenience, 
whatever loss of income a new assess
ment lllay for some time render inevit
able. That he never has refused, and 
never will refuse, to give the best con
sideration in his power to any measures 
of reform which may be, in a friendly 
manner, proposed to him j but he refers 
those who rE'present him as a tyrant, or 
who speak of his country as depopulated, 
to every traveller who has marched 
along its principal roads, and has ob
served the extent of cultivation through 
whIch they are carried." He concludes 
by saying that .. he is aware, that not
withstanding the tone of equality and 
indePJndence which in their treatil's and 
official correspondence the Compauy 
have allowed him to maintain, he is in 
fact ill their power; but if he is to reign 
at all. for which he knows that he has 
no guarantee but British goOd f.uth, he 
illtrcats that his requests for the per-

formance of a positive treaty may not 
be met by ~tipulati(jns which would 
render that treaty vain. that he may 
be defended from the only enemies be 
has, or is likely to have, his rehdlious 
Zeruindars, and protected in the exer
cise of functions which are c8scntial 
parts of that sovereignty w hieh has been 
so solemnly and repeatedly guaranteed 
to him." The statement", of wLich 
these are the purport, I thought very 
curious j they certainly show stron~ly 
the perplexities and mischief arismg 

, from the subsidiary system, which seems 
for so many years to have been our 
favourite policy in India, and to which 
it must be owned a considerable part of 
our political greatness is owing. 

I can bear witness certainly to the 
truth of the king's statement, that his 
territories are really in a far better state 
of cultivation than I had expected to 
find them. From Lucknow to Sandee, 
where I am now writing, the country 
is as populous and well cultivated as 
most of the Company's provinces. The 
truth perhaps is, that for more than a 
year back, since the aid of British troops 
has been withhtld, affairs have been lD 

some respects growing better. The 
Zemindars have in a frw instances car
ried their point, the AOmeens have been 
either driven away entirely, or been 
forced to a moderate oompromise, and 
the chief actual sufferers at the present 
mom4ilnt are the king, who gets little 
or nothing even of his undoubted dues, 
and the traveller, who. unless he have 
such a guard as I have, had better sleep 
in a safe skin on the other side of the 
Ganges. It should be observed, h~w
ever, that I have as yet seen no SIgn 
of those mud-forts, stockades, and for
tresses on which the Zemilldars and 
peasantry are said to rely for safety; 
that the common people north of Luck
now are, I thiL.k, not so universally 
loaded with arms as those to the south
ward, and that though I have heard a 
good deal all the way of the distres*d 
state of the country, as 'Well as its anar
chy and lawlessness, except in the single 
instance I have mentiolled, where the 
treasure was attacked, I have seen no 
signs of either, or had any reason to 
suppose that the king's visit does not 
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pass current, or that our Aiuneen would than ~ always met with in h~lia. He 
have the least difficulty in enforcing it was a soldier, however, and a Mussul
in our favour, even without the small man who spoke thus. A Hindoo ryut 
pa~ent which I give, and which is might have answered differently. and 
f>vldently accepted as a gratuity. I it is possible that both t\('JOunts may be 
cannot but suspect, therefore, that the true, though this only can I ,'ouch for 
misfortunes and anarchy of Oude are as authentic. It ought to be borne in 
somewhat overrated, though it is cer- mind, that the oppression and anarchy 
tain that so fine a Jand will take ,a long to which Oude is a prey are chiefly felt 
time in ruining, and that very many and witnessed in the villages. In the 
years of oppression will be required to towns the king's authority passes un
depopulate a country which produces questioned, and 1 have not heard that 
on the same soil, and with no aid but the dustoory levied is irregular or ex
irrigation, crops of wheat and pulse cessive. An insurreclion in Lucknow 
every year. would be a dreadful thing, and most 

It seemed stT'dllge to me why, since ministers will be careful how they ex· 
so much of the present cnlamities of the c:te it. 
country were ascribed to the misconduct ahe population ef L...!!£..know is guessed 
of the minister, his removal was not at three hundred thousand; but Mus
dt'manded in the first instance, after sulmans regard every attempt to num
... hich all subsequent measures of reo ber the people as a mark of great im· 
form might be looked forward to as piety, and a sure JlreSage of famine or 
attainable. But it was apprehended pestilence, so that nothing can be known 
that ilie king would rather abdicate wiili accuracy. It is, I really think, 
than be dictated to in this particular, large enough al'ld sufficiently crowded 
and that it was thought better to urge to contain that number. There are"two 
an effectual change of system ilian the bridges over the Goomty, one a very 
mere removal of an individual. who noble old Gothic edifice of stone, of, I 
might be replaced by somebody not at believe, eleven arches; ilie other a plat
all better. I asked also if ilie people fonn laid on boats, and merely connect
thus oppressed desired, as 1 had been ing ilie king's park wiili his pall£CC. 
assured they did, to be placed under Saadut Ali had brought over an Iron 
English government? Captain Lockitt bridge from England, and a place~ 
n.id that he had heard the same thing; r'preparea for its erection; but on his 
but on his way this year to Lucknow, death the present sovereign declined 
and conversing, as his adinirable know. prosecuting the work, on the ground 
ledge of Hindoostanee enables him to that it was unlucky; so that in all pro
do, familiarl[ with the sU1l'arrs who bability it will lie where it is till the 
accompanied him, and who spoke out, rust reduces it to powder. 
like all the rest of their countrymen, on I There are in Lucknow a consider
the weakness of the king ana the wick- able number of Christians of one kind 
edness of the government, he fairly put I or other. Besides the numerous de· 
the question to them, when the Jemaut- pendants of ilie Residency, the king has 
dar, joining his hands, said. wItn "reat I a j/Xeat many Europeans.and half-castes 
fervency," Miserable as we are. \If all in his empioy. There are also many 
miseries keep us from that I" " Why tradesmen of both these descriptions, 
so P" said Captain Lockitt, .. are not our and a strange medley of adventurers of 
people far better governed?" .. Yes," all natious and sects, who ramble hither 
was the auswer, "but the name of Oude in the hope, generally a fruitless one, 
and the honour of our nation would be of obtaining employment. 
at an end." There are, indeed, many I had numerous congregationS; both 
reasons why high·born and ambitious at ilie cantonments and thtl Resid!·ncy. 
men must be excc'Cdingly ayerse to our I the two Sundays which I staid. The 
nile j but the preceding expression of Ilindoostanee reads well in prayer, par
one in -humble rank savours of more ticularly those words which are denved 
national feeling and personal frankness from the Arabic, as most of the reli-

VOL. 1. 
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gious t"·ms in the translation of our Sunday. I have requestetl Mr. Corrie 
Liturgy appear to be. I like the sound to inquire for such IL J'Crson. Ther~ 
of "Aram UIlahi ,jo _.sare fahemon se are a few }loman CatholIcs, mostly Por
bahur hue j" -" the p~ce of God," &c. j tuguese,or their degenerate dl:sc(!D(hmts, 
and of" Kho<!a. Khader, Mutluk. jo Bap who have a small chapel, and a Prol'a
our Beta our Ruk Kodns hue j"-" God ganda Franciscan priest. And, to show 
victorions, Mighty, the Father, Son, the strange mixture of adventurers who 
and Holy Ghost." I had also twelve are attracted hither, I had applicatioll5 
cantliJates for confirmation, and ad- made to me for charity by a Spaniard 
ministered the Sacrament to twenty-five from Lima in Peru, who had come in 
persons, and found the people extremely search of service, and a Silesian Jew, 
anxious to assemble for public worship. who pretended that he had been an 
1'he first Sunday I preached, indeed, officer in the Russian army, and had 
three times, and twice the second, be- been encouraged to bend his course in 
sides giving two confirmation lectures this direction by the golden dreams 
on the Friday and Saturday, and some which men in Europe build of the 
other occasional duty. 1\1r. Ricketts-is opening for talent and adventurous 
himself in the habit of acting as chap- spirit in India. I should have thought 
lain at the Residency every Sunday; but this last rt!llow a spy, had he not 
the people in the king's employ, and been quite without papers or docu
the other Christian inhabitants, com- menta of any kind, or if it had not 
plain that Government are very jealous been unlikely that a Russian spy would 
of their attemling afthat place, and they have openly professed to have served 
express great anxiety to establish a In the Russian army. He was exceed
similar meeting for dC'Votional pnrposes ingly ignorant, spoke wretched French 
ambng themselves. It would not be and German, with a strong Jewish 
expedient at present to send II. mission- aceent, and, instead of having served 
ary here; but they might have a school- in the army, had every appearance 
tDaster, furnished by our society with of having sold oranges all his clay. 
a. stoek of rermons to be read every in Leipzic. 
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CIU.PTER XVI. 

:LUCltNOW TO BAREILLY. 

Departure' tromLueknow-Gratitude oISepoys-Illne_MuBsulmBJI. SnwlU'l'--8andee-Dispute 
between two Vlllages~hahjehanpoor-Rebel Chief in the Forest-Anecdote ot Rahill. 
Chler-Fertility ot Rohilcund-FuttehgllJlge-Hafez Rehmut-V,sit from Tussildar
Fl\~d poor-Bareilly-Protessional Uuties-Character or Rohillas-Preparations for the 
Mountains. 

ON Monday, November 1st, having 
united my two kind-hearted friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricketts, and taken leave 
of them, the Corries, and poor Lush. 
ington, whose bad health obliged me 
to leave him behind, under the care 
of the Residency surgeon, Mr. Lux
more, I Slet off from Luclmow alone, 
and I confess, with more regret and 
depression of spirits than I expected 
to feel on such an occasion. I had 
become quite intimate with Mr. and 
Mrs. Ricketts; for the Corries and 
Lushington I feel a sincere regard, and 
I could not but be painfully sensible 
how great the probability was, in such 
a climate, that this might, on earth, be 
our last meeting. I had the satisfac
tion, however, to leave thE' archdeacon 
much better than he had been, and to 
find that Mr. Luxmore thought favour
ably of Lushington's case. But it was, 
altogether, a sad leave-taking. Lush
ington was very low, in spite of many 
E'ndeavours to speak cheerfully, the 
Corries much agitated, and their little 
girls in tears; and I do not think I 
felt the least of the party. though I 
believe I talked the most on various 
subjects. 

I had found great difficultr. in ascer
taining the best road to BarCllly. That 
marked down in Paton's routes was de
clared, by the Dfik Moonshee, and ilie 
king's AUmeen, the only persons from 
whom I was likely to c.btain informa
tion, to be no longer practicable, the 
villages specified iliere being either de
serted, or so far impoverished as to 

afford neither supplies nor shade. A 
very direct road, which is marked on 
Arrowsmith's map, and which runs 
north-west from Luc~now to Shahabad, 
was said by the sarbann to be probably 
good and practica~le 'llt this time of 
year; but the Aumeen declared he could 
not possibl,y go with me that ~:l1 that. 
it was mostly wild jungle, and . bited 
by Zemindars at present in a state of 
rebellion. I argued ilie matter some 
time, for the difference ()f distance is 
really great, and with a guard of fifty 
men there was no danger to be appr ... -
hended. But the old man said that 
though, perhaps, we might be safe from 
open attack, we should certainly get no 
supplies,-that nobody ever went that 
way but fakirs and hunters, and that 
the king had himself ordered him to 
take me the" Shahi Rustu," king's 
highway. I then gave up the point, 
which I afterwards was sorry for, for 
the Jemautdar of the horse-guards, 
whom the king sent wiili me, a~sured 
me iliat one was as much a Shahi nustu 
as the other, and that I &hould have 
found the Shahabad road not only three 
days shorter, but, in his mind, much 
more pleasan.t. He owned that iliere 
were plenty of thieves and Zemindars, 
but none iliat were likely to meddle 
with us, or of whom any but a timid 
old Ailmeen would be afraid; and he 
spoke with a good deal of glee of the 
deer and the wild hogs which we 
should have met with in iliese wood
land marches. It must be owned. how
ever, that none of the British officers at 

Q2 
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the Lucknow cantonments, nor any 
body at the Residency, or of the Eu
ropeans in the kings service, had ever 
been this road, or beneved it to be 
practicable, t:> that we might possibly 
have been occasionally put to some in
convenience for supplies. As it was, I 
found it impossible to get the distance 
to Bareilly divided into less than four
teen stages, and was compelled, there
fore, to send off the tents and baggage 
on Sunday morning, in order that I 
might reach that place for divine ser
vice on the 14th, and rest the interven
ing Sunday by the way. 

My separatlOn from Mr. Lushingf.<?n 
enabled me to send back to Cawnj)of>r 
one elephant l\Jld six camels, besides 
the two elephants which belonged to 
Mr. Corrie's tent. I also sent back a 
routee, but kept two small double-poled 
tents, in order to SlloVe trouble and time 
by/itching them on alternate days. I 
ha still three elephants and twenty
two camels, including two I;pllre ones, 
a number which was rendered neces
sary by the length and arduous nature 
of the journey before me, as well .as by 
the number of tents and quantity of 
baggage required by my escort. That 
consisted, besides the kings ten guards, 
of forty Sepovs, under a "Soubahdar," 
a native officer, and four non-commis
sioned officers. I thought this number 
unnecessary, but was told it was accord
ing to rule; and it 80 happened that I 
occasioned no inconvenience to the ser
vice, since the officers and men who 
were assigned me were actuauy unaer 
orders for Nusseerabad, and might just 
as well accompany me thither. My 
new Soubahdar was introduced to me 
011 the Saturday by his {>redecessor, who 
was himself, against hiS will, ordered 
hack to Cawnpoor. The new one is a 
grave, modest-looking old man, with a 
white beard, a native of Rajpootana, 
and of high caste, but of far more 
reserved manners, and greater diffi· 
dence, than the former. lie is, bow
ever, a Uindoo, and they are certainly 
a less dashing race than the Mussul-
mans. . 

All my tents and baggage being gone, 
except what clothes a bag held, and all 
1111 servants \)ut two, leet out at half· 

past four o'clock, on one of Mr. Rick
etts's' elephants, accompanied by Cap
tain Salmon on another, and attendl~ 
by a third with the two servants. Mr. 
Ricketts had thought it proper that 
Captain Salmon and a body of suwarrs 
should go with I1ie through the city; 
and the king, whose howdahs had no 
tilts to them, had kindly stationed two 
more elephants half-way, to receive 
me lUI soon as the SUll should be gone 
down. In this way I made the journey 
rapidly and agreeably, and reached my 
tent at Hussungunge, twenty miles 
fl'om Lucknow, a little after eight in 
the evening. In the way, at Futteh
gunge, I passed the tents pitched for 
the large party which were to return 
towards Cawnpoor next day, and was 
much pleased and gratified by the Sou. 
babdar and the greater number of the 
Sepoys of myoId escort running into 
the middle of the road to bid me an
other farewell, and again express their 
regret that they were not going on with 
me "to the world's end." They who 
talk of the ingratitude of the Indian 
character should, I think, pay a little 
more attention to cases of this sort. 
These men neither got nor expected 
anythin$: by this little expression of 
good Will. If I had offered them 
money, they would have been bound, 
by the rules of the service, and their 
own dignity, not to take it. Sufficient 
civility and respect would have been 
paid if any of them who happened to 
be near the road had touched their 
caps, ana .l really can suppose them 
actuated bv no motive but good will. 
It had not been excit(.'Ii, so far as I 
know, by any particular desert on my 
part; but I had always spoken to tht;m 
civilly, had paid some attention to their 
comforts in securing them tents, fire
wood, and camels for their knllp5acks, 
and had ordered them a dinner after 
their own fashion, on their arrival at 
Lucknow, at the experu,e of, 1 belie""e, 
not more than four rupees I Surely, if 
good will is to be bought by these sort 
of attentions, it is a pity that any body 
should neglect them! 

The suwarrs furnished by the king 
for this journey were a very different 
description of men from those who pre-
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~ously accompanied me. They were 
evidently picked for the purpose. being 
tall, strong young fellows, on exceed
ingly good horses, and as well1U1D.ed 
as could be wished for the natnre of 
their sen~ce. . 

We passed again through Nawal
gange, and I asked after the sick ele
phant, but was told he died the same 
morning that we went on towards 
Lucknow. 

NQvembt'f' 2.-1 wen! five coss to 
Me.eagunge, which was built by the 
famous eunue,h Almass Ali Kh!l.n, 
whose proper nsme, while in a state of 
servitude, was Mel'S. It consists of a 
large fort of bricks, with eight circular 
bastions, surrounded by an exterior en
closure, at perhaps five hundred yards 
distance, of mu~ but also in the shape 
of a fortification, with great ~thie 
gatewllYs corresponding to those in the 
central enclosure. Between are ave
nues of very noble mangoe-trees, with 
which indeed the whole intervening 
space is J.llanted, though at such consi
derable mtervals as not to intercept 
the breeze. It is a fine old-fashioned 
park, but now trees, towers, gates, and 
palaces are sinking fast into rubbish 
and forgetfulness. Almass had here a 
park of forty pieces of artillery, and 
when he recelved a visit from the 
Nllwfi.b Saadut Ali, he built him up S 
throne of a million of rupees, of which, 
when his Highness was seated on it, 
he beggl'li him to accept. The fort is 
now filled with the bazar of a poor 
village, erected under the shade of the 
mangoes"; the ;park was laid down, 
when I saw it, m quillets of beautiful 
green wheat and harley. 

I had been unwell for the last two 
days, alld was obliged to perform my 
journey of the 3rd in my palauquin, 
the best wav in which a sick man 
could make 1t; I travelled $even coss 
to Seetalgunge, the country level, fer
tile, and well cultivated. The whole 
of this day I fclt extremely ill, and was 
in much perplexity what to do, as I 
was some days' journey from any me
dioo.l adviser. The application, how
ever, of leeches to my temples relieved 
me considerably, and I was able to get 
into.my·palan(luin the next morning, 

intending if possible to push on, so that 
i! I grew worse I might be able to get 
assistance by sending a servant on to 
Futtehgunge, the nearest station, on a 
swift-trotting camel. 

This day's march, the 4th, brought 
me to a large town called Mallaon, in 
the nei~hbourhood of which my tents 
were pltched. Here I remained the 
whole of the next day, being too ill to 
move. At the time that I gave orders 
for this halt, I know not why, but the 
whole caravan seemed to be convinced 
that I was not long for this world. 
Abdullah worried me a great deal with 
his lamentations on my premature end 
h1 the wildern~ recommending all 
manner of unattainable or improper re
medies, and talking all sorts of absnrd 
wisdom, at the same time that his eyes 
were really full of tears. The poor 
Sirdar said nothinlY but showed a most 
pitiful face every ten or twelve minutes 
through the tent door ~ The" goo
mashta," or master of, the camels, the 
old Soubahdar, the Alimeen, and many 
others came to offer up their good 
wishes and prayers for my recovery; 
and, perhaps, the best and most useful 
proof of their good will was, that I 
heard no needless noise in the camp 
the whole day; and, if a voice were 
raised, .. chup I chup!" "silence! si .. 
lence '" followed immediately. Abdul
lah offered to push on with the camels 
to procure assistance; and I promised 
him that, if I were not better next 
morning, I would send him or some 
other messenger. But through the 
mercy of God, the remedies I took, 
almost in utter ignorance, proved suc
cessful,' and I found myself so much 
better on the morning of Saturday, No
vember the 6th, as to be enabled to per
form my day's jonrney with ease in the 
palanquin; and I received the felicita
tious of all the elders of the camp on 
my recovery. 

I believe my complaint to have been 
the Calcutta and Lucknow influenza. a 
little aggravated, perhaps, by my jour
ney in 'the sun after tiffin on Monday 
afternoon. I did not feel, however, the 
same excessive and distressing languor 
as is said to have haunted COllyalescents 
in that disorder, or more indeed of 
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weakness than might (airly be accounted 
for by the discipline which I had un-
dergone. :4 

Our stage to-day of seven coss, through 
the same lel'll and fruitful style of 
country, was to Belgaram, a place re
markable as being the station first fixed 
on for the British "advanced force," as 
it then was, which was afterwards fixed 
at Cawnpoor. There a.re still several 
traces of what the king's suwarrs said 
were bells of arms, ana officers' bunga
lows, which certainly might be such, 
but were now heaps of ruins. 

The town of Belgaram itself is small, 
with marks othaving been much more 
considerable, but still containing som'll 
large Rnd good, ~ough old Mussulman 
houses, the habl'tations of the tussildar, 
cllt,vell, &c. Here again, after a long 
interval, I found a good. mnny scattered 
palms, bath of the dw;te and toddy spe
cies, and there is a noble show of man
goe-trees in every direction. I found 
myself well enough in the evening to 
walk round the place, attended by the 
goomashta, whom I found a very sen
sible man, willing to give information. 
and well acquainted with most points 
which relate to the agriculture, rent, 
and taxes of this part of India. He 
said, what I could easily believe from 
.til which I saw, that the soil of Oude 
was one of the finest in tlle world; that 
everything flourished here which grew 
either in Bengal or Persia; that they 
had at once rice, sugar, cotton, and 
palm.:trees, as well as wheat, maize, 
barley, beans, aId oa IS: that the air 
was good, the W'lter good, and the grass 
particularly nourishing to cattle: but 
he Sllid, "the laws are not good, the 
judges are wicked, the Zemindars are 
'Worse, the A{\meens worst of all, and 
the ryuts are robbed of everything, and 
the king will neither see nor ilear." 
I asked him the rent per beguh of the 
land. He said ~ener'dlly four rupees, 
but sometimes SIX i and sometimes the 
peasant had all taken from him. lob
served that it was strange that, .under 
such uS:lge, they continued to cultivate 
the land so well as they seemed to do. 
~ What can they do 1" be answered, 
"they must eat; and when they have 
put the seed in the ground, they must 

wait 011 it comes up, \uJ. then take 
what they can get of it." I still, how
ever, suspect exaggeration in all these 
stories. 

We passed a neat garden of turnips, 
and some potatoes, looking very pr()o. 
mising; these last, he said, were at first 
exceedingly disliked by the people, but. 
now were becoming great favourites. 
particularly with the Mussulmans, who 
find them very useful as absorbents in 
their greasy messes. Our elephants 
were receiving their drink at a well. 
and I gave the suwarree some bread. 
which, before my illness, I had often 
been in the habit of doing. "He is 
glad to see you again," observed the 
goomashta, and I certainly was much 
struck by the calm, clear, attentive, in
telli~ent eye which he fixed on me. 
both while he was eating, and after. 
wards, while I was patting his trunk 
and talking about him. His mohout 
told me that, three or four years ago, 
his trunk had received a very serioa. 
wound from the claw of a tiger which 
sprang on him, and from which he 
was rescued with great difficulty; the 
trunk was nearly torn off, but be was 
recovered by having a bandage applied 
kept constantly wet with brandy. He 
was, he said, a fine-tempered beast, but 
the two others were "great rascals." 
One of them had once almost killed his 
keeper. I have got these poor beasts" 
allowance increased in consideration of 
their long march; and that they may 
not be wronged, have ordered the m()o 
hout to give them all their gram in 
prescnce of a sentry. The gram i$ 
made up in cakes, about as large as the 
top of a hat-box, and baked on an 
earthen pot. Each contains a seer, and 
sixteen of them are considered as suffi
cient for onj> day's food for an elephant 
on a march. The suwarree elt'phant 
hIld only twelve, but I ordered him the 
full allowaIIce, as well as an incre-dSe 
to the others. If they knew this they 
would indeed be glad to see me. 

As I was slowly returning to my 
tents, a handsome young Mussulmau 
came up, and seeing an European iu 
plain clothes, with only t1lree unarmed 
peoplt', began 'talking civilly in point of 
language. but in a vcry free and l:aI'y 
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sort of manner :. he was smartly dressed, servants, I had alrl'ady fifty SepO~"tlJ 
with a gold-l!U'ed skull-cap, an em- and ten of the king's suwarrs. While 
broidered muslin shirt and drawers, I said this a very whimsical change 
earrings, collar, and rin$" which pro- took place in his countenance. His 
fessed to be of garnets wIth a few dia- head was before thrown \;rick in a pro
monds, and a showy shawl wrapped teering way, and his eyes were halt 
round his body, but none of his clothes shut. These he now opened very wide, 
clean or well put on, and had that sort and raised his head to a perpendicular 
of jaunty air about him, which, as it is posture so suddenly, tllat, smce I had, 
more unusual, is even more offensive in during the conversation drawn up 
an Eastern than a Webteru buck. He pretty closely to him, in order to pre-
was followed by seven or eight very vent, if necessary, any further evola
dirty ill-dressed fellows with swords, tions with his pistol, ORr noses and 
shields, and matchlocks, and had him- breasts were almost brought into con
self a sword, with a tarnished silver tact. He hastily drew back, called me 
hilt, and a large pistol, which he carried "Huzoor," instead of ., Ap," and again 
in his hand and kept playing with while r~newed his ofl'e-l;,.not of protection, but 
he was speaking. He was evidently of servi('.e. I cut tlle matter short, 
more than half drmlk, and had the however, by taking a civil leave oftbis 
manner of a foolish boy who wants to young descendant of Fatima and the 

. play the great ma?, but is not sure ~ow Imams. When he was gone 1 asl.ed 
he will be received, and undeCided the goomashta if l'\4l Iplew anything of 
whetller he is to pick a. quarrel or no. him. He shook his head, saying that 
He salamed, and asked me what I was there were many such hurramzadus 
about, and where I had been, which I about the country, who were too proud 
answered civilly, but shortly; he then to enter into tIle Company's army, and 
in<luired whence I came and where I who could not find employ in the little 
was going. I asked him why he wanted army of the king, and were, conse
to know? to which he answered, that quently, idle, drmlken, and ready for 
he was a. man of consequence in the any mischief. I asked if hI> were a 
neighbourhood, and it was his business Zemindar; he said he did not belien 
to make inquiries; but added more that he was either Zemindar or tusbil
civilly, that seeing a Sahib, he came to dar, or that, whateVfl" his family might 
offer salutation.' I said I was oblig((i be, he had any other profession or 
to him, and Bbked his name, which he character than that of suwarr, and a 
told me, but which I forget, except candidate for employment in some of 
that he professed to be a Syud, inquir- the mercenary armies of India. He 
ing at the same time what my name concluded with hoping we should see 
was. .. Lord Padre Sahib" did not no more of him, which, indeed, J 
explain the matter at all: he resumed, thought most likely. I was a little 
however, his inquiries about my route tired with my walk, but slept all the 
next day, and where I lDtended to halt. better for it, and waked at half-past 
I had forgotten the name, and on turn- three on Sunday the ith, with no traces 
ing towards the goomashta, he, very of sickness. I had ordered the tents 
eagerly, and with an expre~ive look, and luggage to a station se,·en.coss 
sa:1 "Sandee," which I knew was not distant, but the foolish khansaman find
tht. place, but as he seemed to wish to iug a want of trees and water there. 
Set '0 more of the gentleman, I did not instead of pushing on furtlwr, or trying 
interfere. He then again launched out to the right or left, returned two COBS 

into an account of his own influence in to Sandee, so that the animals and 
the neighbourhood, .. east, west, north. people had a nine coss march, while 
and south," and added, as I seemed a our actual progress was only five! 1 
eood man, he would come in the morn-I was very angry when I came up and 
mg with his friends to protect me. I found what had happened, but it was 
thanked him, but said he need not then too late to be remedied. 
trouLle hinlsclf, since, besides my own The country through which we l)(lssed 
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to-day was extremely prl'tty, undulat
mg, with scattered groves ot taU trees, 
!lnti some extensive laRes, which still 
showell a good deal of water. The 
greater part ~r the space between the 
wood was in green wheat i but there 
w~re, round the margins of the lakes, 
some small tracts of brushwood and 
beautiful silky jungle-grass, eight or 
tell feet high, with its long pendent 
heards glistening with hoar-frost, a 
sight enough hi itself to act as a tonic 
to n convalescent European. The morn
ing was 'Very eold, however, to my 
f<!t'lings, and though I had a. woollen 
great-coat, pantaloons, and worsted 
stoekings, I was not sorry to draw m~ 
doak also about me. Sandee is a poor 
little village, shaded by some fine trees, 
with a large jee1 in the neighbourhood 
swarming with 'wild fowl. It was 
described to me Il!/, a very dangerous 
place for travellers without my present 
advalltaj!'es i and I was told that from 
thence to the Company's frontier the 
country bore an extremely bad cha
racter, and several robberies Ilnd mur
ders had taken place lately. For us 
there could, I should think, be no fear, 
but when I went to take my usual walk 
in the evening, the Jemautdar of the 
king's horsemen and one of his troopers 
came up with their swords and pistols 
and begged leave to join me. 

I had an opportunity, on this occa
sion, of seeing the manner in which 
the ground is irrigated from wells, of 
which there are ~reat numbers. The 
water is poured lnto narrow channels 
conducted all over the field, round the 
littlc squares into which the land is 
divided all through India, Ilnd the use 
of which I llefore uuderstood but im· 
perfectly. I now found that these 
ledges are adapted to receive and re
tain the precious fluid with' as little 
waste as possible, each serviug as a 
small lock, in which, when the water 
has done its duty, a hole is made by the 
band, and the stream passed on to the 
next. The industry and neatness ex
hibited in this work were very pleasing, 
and I rejoiced to see the favourable 
appearance which the ;oung wheat 
bore. The lake was hal dry already, 
and would, they said, in three months' 

time. be quite so i as "it recedes, it 
leaves a fine hed of' grass and aquatic 
plants, on which a large herd of cattle 
was:now eagerly grazing. The Ganges, 
I was told, was not above four coss 

'distant, and an angle of the Company's 
frontier hardly so far. Oue of the 
kings couriers passed, dressed like a 
suwarr and well armed, on a good 
horse,. and riding at a great rate with 
a mounted and armed attendant be. 
hind him. There were, the Jemautdar 
said, a great many of these people, who 
brought news from different quarters, 
the greater part of which was after· 
wards inserted in the court intelli. 
gencer. The only regular post in Oude 
is carried on by the British Govern· 
ment, and is under the management ot 
the resident. This' was a lonely Sun· 
day, except that in the evening I said 
prayers with Abdullah. I hope, how. 
ever, it was not a mi.<;spent one. I 
hope and believe I was really thankful 
to God for his late goodness to me. 
My travelling to-day was not to be 
avoided, since, otherwiso; I could not 
have reached Bareilly by the following 
Sunday. 

November 8. - Our march to-daYt 
thanks to the blunder of yesterday. was 
tell coss, or twenty miles, to a large 
villilge with an old fortress, named 
Suromunuggur. T}.e eountry improved 
in beauty, becoming more and more 
woody and undulating. but was neither 
EO well inhabited nor so well cultivated 
as that which we had gone through 
before. The king's Aumeen had urged 
my people to pitch their tents two C068 
short of Suromunuggur, at another vil· 
lage, but the water was bad and dirty, 
and they remembered my recent scold· 
ing too well to stop again short of the 
appointed place. In consequence, bow. 
ever, of their advance, a messen~cr 
came from the II Foujdah .. (chatellam) 
of Suromunuggur, asking why we were 
not content with the quarters at first 
assigned to us, adding that the men oj 
,their plaeo neit.her wanted to see the 
king nor any of his friends, that they had 
no supplies to spare. and were able and 
determined to defend themselves Ilgains1 
118. At almost the same time a similaJ 
meosage came u'om the first '\'illage, 
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bidJing us go on in God's name, for 
they did not want us there; but if the 
people of Suromunuggur refused to re. 
ceive us, they would help us with five 
hundred men. I was asleep in my 
palanquin, it being early in the morn
mg when thiS occurred,but Abdullah, 
who was a little in advance, answered 
the first messengers very properly, that 
.. His lord did not come there to take 
any part in their quarrels; that it was 
known to all the country tha~ I was 
trJ.velling peaceably, and that instead 
of using the king's authority to strip 
the ryuts, I had paid for everything 
wh!ch was brought, and had not al
lowed either servant or soldier to take 
a blade of corn without leave of the 
owner. That if their tradesmen would 
Dot furnish us with supplies, we would 
"buy them elsewhere, and content our
selves with telling the king arid the 
resident the reception we had met 
with j but that he, Abdullah, did not 
dare propose to me to go, in conse
quence of their foolish threats, to any 
other place that than which I had or
dered," The people seemed satisfied 
and ran off. Abdullah, when I came 
up, said that he thought this would be 
the case, and that there would be no 
occasion to trouble me with the matter, 
~hich was l?robably only a quarrel 
amongst the Villagers themselves. The 
message from the Ilearest village came 
by one of the king's hurkarus, who 
accompanied me, and in fact required 
no answer. I saw no trace of the five 
hundred ml'n as 1 passed it, and should 
be much surprised if one hundred effec
tive men could have been found in it. 
At all events my escort would have 
chased them all. At Suromunug!rul' I 
found the tents peaceably pitched, the 
sentries posted, and everything with 
1be appearance of quiet. The Foujdar, 
however, though he had sent some milk, 
Bnd a fine kid for my use, and a little 
firewood for the kitchen, was still 
jealous and uneasy at our neighbour
hood. He did not like to admit us in
discriminately into his bazar, and pro
posed that two of my servants and two 
of the Sepoys 5twuld come in, to market 
for the r(,6t. I returned answer, through 
.Abdullah, that it was JIly particular 

order that not a single ~. r or se~ 
vant of mine should Ie laces ; 
that we only wan~ed Ii ,and ~~l1al 
necessaries for traveIl ,and ib~~is~ 
tradesmen would bri j.he~~~~_ 
out into the field they uWM,aj na> 
bad customers. Four fiv~)1~.ef ( 
this sort came out accor gly~ ~J.. 
as some labouring men, w fo~am'') 
each, brought as much w nd ~ss' 
as was sufficient for the par The 
on1y quarrel which occurred wliA' ,ti:om 
the misconduct of one of the elephall~ 
drivt:rs, always a brutish and impudent 
set, who began to help himself and his 
animal out of a field of maize. The 
oM man to wholll. it belonged came to 
me with a lamentable outcry, but was 
satisfied, since, indeed, no estimable 
harm had yet been done, with my 
making the fellow give back the little 
he had taken, and t.Pr~tening him with 
a flogging. The kid which had been 
brought I saw paid for, nnd as I did not 
want it myself, gave it to the kiug's 
suwarrs, whose conduct and counte
nance throughout the discussion had 
been extremely good and soldierly. In 
the course of the day all jealousies 
seemed to have passed; and when I 
went for my evening's walk, merclv 
adding a couple of spearmen to my 
yesterday's cortege, -I asked if they 
would let me go into the village, and 
found no objection made; indeed, they 
said, that the king's Afimeen and the 
Foujdar were already well reconciled. 

The fortress is pretty much like a 
large seni, surrounded by a high brick 
wall, with round towers at the flanks, 
and two Gothie gateways opposite to 
each other. That by which I entered 
had a tall iron-studded door like a col
lege, with a small wicket in one leaf, 
11 hich alone was now open; within, on 
each side of the passage, was a large 
arched recess, about three feet from the 
ground, where were seated twelve or 
fifteen men, armed as usual, with one 
or two guns IlDd matches lighted, but 
mostly having bows and arrows: all 
had swords and shields. They rose 
and salamed very re8pectfully as I came 
in, and I passed on through a narrow 
street of mud-houses, some looking like 
,,"arehouses, and the whole haviDgmllre 
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the air of a place where the peasantry 
of a small district W4:re accustomed to 
St'Cure their stores, thano \be usual resi
dence of any considerable number of 
people. lIalJway along this street I 
was met by the Foujdar himself, a 
peasant like the rest, and the old Aft
mel'n, who earne out of the house to
gether. The latter had every appear
ance of having been drinking, but said 
.. he had been at his daily work, ar
ranging with his friend here, matters 
fOi' Huzoor's comfort and progress next 
day." After salutation I went on to 
the opposite gate, which was supplied 
with warders in the same way as tile 
previous onl', and then entered a little 
strll,ggling bazar, which, with some 
scattered huts, completed the hamlet. 
I saw no mosque, but a small pagoda, 
and the warders were apparently not 
Mus&ulmans, but Hirndooli, which I had 
previously found was also the case with 
myoId AOmeen. Thus ended a day 
which had a commencement apparently 
60 formidable, but of which I cannot 
help entertaining some doubt that the 
diffil'ul ty was, in the first instance, ron-
6iderably exaggcrated by Abdullah and 
the other servants, partly to increase 
the apparent dignity and prudence of 
the answer returned, partly from the 
love of the marvellous which the vulgar 
in all countries cherish. I was not 
sorry. however, to have witnessed this 
little f,pt'cimen of the warlike habits of 
Oude. The Jemantdar told me during 
my walk, that these people and those ot' 
the other village had long been On bad 
terms, and that many men had been 
killed on each side. This will perhaps 
account both for the anger of the one 
party in the morning, when they thought 
that we were'leaving their enemies to 
sponge on them, as also for the beneve
l~nt oiler of the other to lend us their 
best aid in injuring their neighboul"!!. 
But, altogether, it was not unpleasant 
to find myself at the head of so re
spectable a force as to make it extremtlly 
improbable that any of these hot-bloods 
would court a quarrel. 

Some little adventures bad occurred 
during this j01lrney, in the detail of my 
escort, which I forgot to mention in 
their places. A Sepoy had deserted 

with his musket and clothes, which 1 
chiefly notict', because it was regarded 
as utterly hopeless and idle to pursue, 
or even to describe him in my report ot 
the circumstance to the officer of the 
next station, and still more, becau&C his 
desertion was spoken of by all in the 
camp with surprise, and as if it were 
th~ voluntary abandonment of a com· 
fortable situation. Two other Sepoys 
had been ill for several days, in much 
the same way with mybelf; I had 
treated them ill a similar manner; and 
they wtlre now doing well, but being 
Brahmins of high caste, I had mucb 
difficulty in conquering their scruples 
and doubts about the physic which I 
gave them. They both gaid that they 
would rather die than taste wine. They 
scrnpJed at my using a spoon to measnre 
thtlir castor-oil, and insisted that the 
water in which their meoicilH:s __ 'ere 
mixed should be poured by themselves 
only. They were very grateful, how
ever, particularly for the care I took of 
them when I was myself ill, and said 
repeatedly that the sight of me in good 
health would be better to them than all 
medicines. They seemed now free 
from disease, but recovered their 
strength more slo'wly than I did, and I 
was glad to find that the Soubahdat 
said he was authorized, under such cir
cumstances, to engage a hackery at the 
Company's expense, to carry them till 
they were fit to march. He mentioned 
this in consequence of my offering them 
a lift on a camel, which they wer .. 
afraid of trying. 

Another Sepoy, a very fine young 
fellow, called on me this evening to 
beg permission to go to see a brother, 
who was with some companies cantoned 
at a little frontier post, fight coss to 
our left hand, the name of which I for
get. He said that as he Wa& to go into 
Hajpootana, he did not know when hp. 
should meet him again; and addtld 
that he could e:lSily travel the eight 
coss that night, and would rejoin me 
at Shall)ehanpoor. I told him not to 
hurry himself to do so, but to take the 
straight northern road to Bareilly, by 
which means he might fall in with me 
rwfore I reached that city, and that I 
would give him a pass for tour days. He 
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was much delighted i and I mention the 
circumstance chieBy to show the false
hood of the common notion, that these 
poor people will take no trouble for the 
&ake of their kindred. 

A pretty trout-stream, named like 
the large river at Lucknow, the Goom
ty, winds under the walls of Suromu
nuggur, through a beautiful carpet of 
green wheat, interspersed with noble 
trees. It is strange, indeed, how much 
God has done to bless this land, and 
how perversely man has seemed bent 
to render His bounties unavailing 1 

From SuromlUlUggur we proceeded, 
on the 9th, to Oudunpoor, fiye coss and 
a half. We passed in our way through 
Shahabad, a considerabJe town, or al
most city, with the remains of fortifica
tions, and many large houses. Oudun
poor is what would be called a mode
rate-sized market-town in England.' It 
has a fine .• tope" (or grove) of man
goe-trees adjoining where the tents 
were pitched, covering six or eight 
acres, with a little shrine of Siva in the 
middle, and an open shed near it. The 
country is chietly cultivated with cot
ton. This place also, some years ago, 
bore a very bad character, and is still 
dangerous for :persons without a guard. 
On a frontier, It may be well supposed, 
idle and mischievous people. the refuse 
of both coun tries, are likely to esta
blish themselves j bnt by what I 
learned, both here and at Shahjehan
poor, there is little to choose in this 
respect between the two sides of the 
boundary line. 

An old man, one hundred and nine 
years of age, was brought to my tent to 
beg to-day. He had his bodily organs 
perfect, but was apparently childish. 
He was evidently regarded with greaf 
veneration,. both by the country people 
and my own servants, who said, " He 
must have been a good man to be al
lowed to live ~o long." In Jndia, in
.:ieed, "here the average duration of 
human life fUllS so low, such instances 
are naturally rec1wned more wonderful 
than in the north of Europe. I know 
J.ot how the idle stories aJwe, '\\ hich 
are founu in the nncieut Greek writers, 
of Indian longevity. I remember Malte 
Ill'un supposes they must have been 

.. 
taken from the upper provinces j but 
here, in one of the finest and healthiest 
climates of the whole east, the age ot 
man very seldom exceeds seventy. 
This old man had no meaW! of support 
but begging, and his character of a 
religious person j he was, however, 
very cleanly and neatly dressed, with 
a large chaplet of beads, and was. at
tended, to all appearance, very care. 
fully, by a man who called himself his 
disciple. . 

Some men came with two young 
bears, exactly like those at Barrack
poor, and very tame. They wanted to 
make them fight 'before me, which 1 
detlined, but gave the men a trifle, and 
the bears my remaining stock of stale 
bread, for which I had no more human 
use. I asked where they were caught, 
and they told me in the mountains of 
Bnndelcund. 

In the evening I ·walked round the 
town, before ilie principal house of 
which, under a spreading tree, I found 
the old Afuneen, stri:pped all but his 
waistc!oth, cooking his supper in the 
simple manner of a Hindoo. He fol~ 
lowed me shortly after, and begged to 
introduce the principal "mohajun," or 
merchant of the place, who wanted to 
see me. He was, lIB it appeared, a 
dealer in cloth, and in ilie oilier multi
form commodities which generally 
stock an English country shop; a fat 
man, with a red turban, warmly and 
plainly, but neatly dressed, and looking 
like one well to pass iIi the world. HEr 
told me, in Eastern sty Ie, that my fame 
had gone through all the country, anQ 
that I was considered as the only great 
man who had come from forei~ parts 
to Lucknow, with less dispoSItion to 
take than to give muney. .. Most of 
them," he said, "come to strip us poor 
people." I certainly foun4 myself, 
this evening, rather the sheared than 
the shearer, inasmuch as I had to take 
leave of the king of Oude's people, and 
give them their presents j they were all 
well satisfied with what they received, 
I had, again, to-day given up the goat 
which was brought for my use to the 
suwarrs, and I found that iliese two 
successive dinners pleased them far 
more than even their fee, as being lesa 
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expected. Nothing, however, seemed I show marks of activity and opulence, 
to give so much satisfaction to the and I could not, help observing that 
Jemautdar as a. certificate under my there really is a'greater appearance 
hand, and 'with my great seal, of his of ease, security, and neatness among 
good conducto The Aftmeen also, who, the middling and lower classes 01 
besides a couple of coarse shawl", got the Company's subjects than among 
forty rupees, was greatly delighted those of the king of Oude. I found 
with a similar paper, kissing the seal, my tent pitched just beyond the town, 
and pressing lt to his forehead with not far from the gates of the c.ompound 
high respect. I told them I wished of Mr. Campbell, the collector of the 
them to see me over the frontier next district, whose guest I was to be. I 
day, but they said they hoped for my breakfasted and dined with him, and 
permission to escort me fairly to Shah- met most of the gentlemen of the station. 
jehanpoor. I found no professional duties to per-

November lO.--From Oudunpoor to form; but endeavoured, during the 
Shahjehanpoor is seven coss of the day, to persuade these gentlemen to 
same cultivated country. The froIItrer remedy, in some little degree, in their 
here is only an ideal line. Soon after secluded situation, the want of a chap
I had entered the Company's territo- lain (of which they complain, but 
ries, I was met by ten suwarrs, very which I see no chance of supplying at 
gaily dressed, but neither so fine men, present), by meeting at some conve
nor so well moun"ted, as those of the nient place on Sundays, and taking it 
king. They had been sent to meet me by turns to read a selection, which 1 
by Mr. Neave, the judge of Shahjehan- pointed out, from the Church Prayers, 
poor. With them and the king's pea- the Psalms, and lessons of the day, and 
pIe, who would not relinquish their a printed sermon. J urged on them 
station, I rode on in high style, Cabul the example of Mr. Ricketts at Luck
(the name of my horse) showing oft'in now, and hope I produced some effect; 
his best manner, as being much ani- at any rate I am glad I made the trial, 
mated by so nl1merous a company; and I think I gave no offence by doing 
though, as we pranced up the street of so. 
Shahjehanpoor, I could not help think- The conquest of R.ohilcund br the 
ing that, in the midst of this barbarous English, and the death of its chief ill 
cavalcade, with musketeers, spearmen, battle, its consequent cession to the 
and elephants closing the procession, Nawab of Oude, and the horrible man· 
my friends at home would have had ner in which Sujall ud Dowlah op
some difficulty in recognising me, or pressed and misgoverned it, form onE 
believing me to be a man of peace. of the worst chapters of English history 

A t the entrance of the town I passed in India. We have since made the 
the river Gurruk, a quiet, w1llding Rohillas some amends by taking them 
stream, over a little mean old bridge, away from Oude, and governing them 
by the side of a much more splendid ourselves; but, by all which I could 
one, begun some mouths since at the l~arn from the society this day, con
expense of the ex-minister of Oude, cerning the p'resent state of the pro
the Hukeem Mendee, who has a house vince of Bareilly, the people appear by 
and considerable property within the no means to have forgotten or forgiven 
British territories in this district. The their first injuries. The l\fnssulman 
bridge would, if completed, have been chiefs, who are numerous, are very 
a very good and extensive one, but is angry at being without empluyment 
now.much dilapidatl'd. a great part of under Government, or hope of rising 
the unfinished work having fallen in in the state or army, and are continuo 
during the rains. ally breaking out into acts of insubor. 

Shahjehanpoor is a large place, with diuation and violence, which are littlE 
some stately old mosques, and 8 castle. known in the other provinces of thE 
These are mostly ruinous, but the Company's empire, hut are favoured 
houses are in good plight. The bazars here \:'y the neighbourhood ofOude, and 
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the eJ..istence of a large forest along the 
whole eastern, southern, and northern 
frontiers. In this forest a rebel chief 
is by many supposed to have lurked 
the last !leven years, for whose appre
hension Government have vainly of
fered no less a sum than ten thousand 
rupees. Many robberies are certainly 
still perpetrated in his name; but the 
opinion of the magistrates at Shahje
hanpoor is, that the man is really dead, 
and that his name only, like that of 
Captain Rock, remains as the rallying 
point of mutiny. The military officers 
of our dinner party had often been in 
this forest, which they descnbe as ex
tensive, and in some places very pic
turesque, with some few tracts of high 
land, whence, even in this neighbc.ur
hood, the snowy range of Himalaya is 
visible. 

Thc Rohilla insurgents are usually 
very faithful to each other, and as in 
Oude there is neither police nor pur
suit, it very seldom happens, if they 
once escape, that they can be laid hold 
of afterwards. One of the most noto
rious of them, who had long eluded 
justice, came into the hands of Govern
ment not long since, 'Under very 'singu
lar circumstances. He had passed 
over into Dude, and 1xl.ught a Zemin
darrie there, which was last ;rear seized 
on, under circumstances of excessive 
injustice, by the servants of the fa
vourite, who. at the same time, carried 
off one of his wives. The Zemindar, 
equally high-spirited and desperate 
With Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh, un
der similar circumstances, rode imme
diately to Lucknow, scaled, by the 
assistance of his servants, the wall of 
the minister's private garden, and 
waited there, well armed, but alone, 
till his enemy should make his appear
ance. The minister did not himself 
appear, but his two youngest sons came 
out to walk with their ayahs. The 
Rohilla knew them, VOunced on them 
like a tiger, and, holdmg them between 
his knees, told the terrified women to 
go and call their master. The palace 
was soon in an uproar, but he sate still, 
with his back against the wall, the in
fants under his knees, and a pistol in 
each hand, calling out, .. Draw near, 

.. 
and they are both dead 1 .. The minis
tel' wept.. and tore his flesh, llromising 
him everything if he would It't thena 
go; to which he answered, .. The re. 
storation of my wife, m~ own safety. 
and the guarantee of the British esi .. 
dent for both I " The woman was im., 
mediately brought out, and the minister 
went like one frantic to the Residency. 
begging, for God's sake, either Mr. 
Ricketts or Major Raper to go with 
him. The latter went, and the Ro
hill~ after a horrible pause, in which 
he seemed still to be weighing the 
sweetness of revenge against tlle pro
mises held out to him, rose, took his 
w1fe by the hand, and led her away, 
He was not, howeVer, satisfied with the 
security of his continuance in Dude, 
but soon after surrendered himself to 
the British, saying that he knew he 
must look forward to a confinement of 
some time, but he preferred their seve. 
rities to the tender mercies of the mi
nister, who~ in spite of his promist:, 
had, he was convinced, already laid 
snares for him. He is noW' a prisoner 
in the castle of Allahabad, but it is ge· 
nerally believed that he has made his 
peace, and that his confinement will 
not be a long one, though his offences 
before were serious enough, and though 
it would be a strange reason for par
doning him, that he had been about to 
kill the two children of the prime-mi. 
nister of an allied power. 

The soil and climate of RohiI(:und 
are very fine; the fOmler produces 
everything which is to be found in 
Oude, and the commodities are reck
oned better, because, being under a 
better system of government and lighter 
taxes, the peasants bestow more pains 
on them. Their sugar, rice. and ootton 
are the most high-priced in Indi~ and I 
was surprised to see not only the toddy 
and date palms, but plantains commoll. 
while walnuts, strawberries, grapes, ap
ples, and pears likewise thrive here. 

I drove out after dinner, and thought 
the country pretty. It has tlle same 
fine tall trees with Oude, and the cul
tivation is decidedly neater, but the 
ground is not so agreeably undulating 
as that which I haVtl come OV(A\' for the 
labt few days. The hot winds are uot 
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much felt here, and on the whole it son to think, will make them ill future 
seems one of the most fuvoured dis- more attentive. 
trlcts between Lahore:l and Ava. I The people here have a curious idea, 
asked if they ever saw ice formed in which I have never seen any sign of in 
the pools; b\\t I do not think they could llengal, that the shade of the tamarind
positively say they had; though hoar- tree is unwho.esome to man and beast. 
frost is no unusual occurrence, and ice It is certain that trees of this descri ption, 
i.i obtained without difficulty in shallow though useful in so many w~ys, are 
trenches, made for the purpose, and seldom planted in those beautiful growl 
filled with water. where cofilas usually halt. 

There are five companies of Sepoys Mr. Neave and 1I1r. Campbell had. 
at Shahjehanpoor, and several similar the goodness to send some of their su
detachments scattered up and down the warrs with me. I did not see the ne
country. They seem, indeed. to have cessity of it, bnt was told it would secure 
their hands tolerably full of work, and me attention from the village thanna
to lead nearly the same lives which dars and tussildars. 
soldiers similarly situated do in Irela.tfd. In the evening, as usual. I walked 
They have, however, not the misery of about the town and neighbourhood, but 
enforcing revenue laws, and the greater attracted a considerably greater crowd 
number of cases either arise from civil than I expected, or than was quite con
snits respecting property, the decrees of venient, though the people WCTe ex· 
which it is not the manner of the Ro- ceedingly civil, anxious to show mt' 
hillas to attend to very scrupulously, one curiosity after another, and neither 
or from an inveterate habit of" lifting" asked, nor apparently expected, any fee~ 
cows and sheep, which the beggarlr. for their trouble as ciceroni. I found 
Zemindars and idle long-legged' "gi - a lar~ party of Mussulmans celebrating 
lies" of one village are alwals apt to the VIgil of a saint who lies buried by 
feel a pride in exercising agamst those the further side of the tank I mentioned. 
of the next. " Take care of that long- They had covered his tomb with a 
tailed horse of yours," was the first green cloth, had. planted a number 01 
caution which I received. .. Keep him green bauners round it, and were drum
carefully at night under the sentry's ming, after II. very dissonant manner 
eye, or you will never carry him over to call the faithful to prayers. The 
the ferry of Anopshehr." I therefore congregation already assembled were; 
gave an especial caution to the people. apparently of the lower class of trades
about Cllbul. The other horse having people.· Knowing that such solemnities 
his tail cut, they are not so likely to generally produce an attack on the 
meddle with. pockets of any great man who got1l 

November ll.-From Shabjehanpoor near them, and being well conversant 
to Tillhier is seven coss, through a with the Mussulman forms of worship, 
level and extremely well-cultivated I should not have approached, but I 
country, intersected by the river Gnr- happened to turn on them, round a 
ruk, another branch of which we crossed corner, before I was aware. The Imam 
by a ferry. At Tillhier our encamp- immediately ran forwards, with some 
ment was in a noble grove of taIl teees, fragments of the sacred tomb in his 
with a large tank of clear water adjoin- hand, reciting the •• bismillah" as he 
jng, the whole 1>0 like some of Poussin's came along. and pressed me to draw 
landscapes, that one might have sup- near. I was consequently obliged to 
r.0sed him to have visited Rohilcund. put a rupee down on the fragments, and 
rhe tindals, however, in the first in- had the honour. in returu. of having 
stance, had stupidly chosen to pitch my my name recited in the prayers which 
tent where no shade approached, and followed. 
close by the public track:. As the day There is a large but ruinous serai in 
bid fair to be hot, I insisted on their the centre of the town, some very ele
doing their work over again, and thus gant fragments of the house, which, 
gave them a lesson, which, I ha71 rca- under till:! late Patan dynasty, was :lCCu.-
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pied by the Jemautdar of the district, 
and a ruinous old fort, pretty much like 
that at Suromunuggur, within which 
the present tussildar has built a small, 
but very neat, and almost elegant bun
galow. Some noble old banyan-trees 
grow in different parts of the town, and 
my evening walk was on the whole an 
interesting one. . 

A strange reeeipt was suggested by 
one of these people for the benefit of 
Cabnl's health, whose beauty attracts 
general notice, as well as his docility 
and fondness for me. It was a boiled 
sheep's head once in fourteen days I 
and the object ~ as to make him strong 
and help his digestion. I asked Ab
dullah if he had ever heard of such a 
.. messala," or mess, before? He an
swered it was sometimes recommended, 
and he had tried it himself, to his sor
row, since the norse never lived to have 
the dose repeated. 

The same adviser wanted me to take 
off a. joint of Cabul's tail, under the 
hair, so as not to injure his appearance. 
.. It was known," he said, .. that by how 
1I\uch the tail was made shorter, so 
much the taller the horse grew." I 
snid, "I could not believe that God 
gave any animal a limb too much, or 
one which tended to its disadvantage, 
and that as He had made my horse 
so he should remain." This speech, 
such as it was, seemed to chime in 
wonderfully with the feelings of most of 
J;ny hearers, and one old man said, that 
"during all the twenty-two years that 
the English had held the country he 
had not heard so grave and godly a 
saying from any of them before." I 
thought of Sancho Panza and his wise 
apothegms, but I regretted that. with
out doing more harm than guoU, j couid 
not, with my present knowledge of 
Hindoostanee, tell them anything which 
was really worth their hearing. Yet, 
if my life is spared, I trust the time 
may come !-They told me the true 
name of the village is Camaunj why 
the Sahibs called it Tillhier they could 
not tell. I suspect that several mal
entendus of this kind have occurred in 
Paton's routes, through the hasty man
Der in which names are sometimes asked 
for and set down by young oilicers ,Oil a 

Yo 

journey. One of Mr. Neave's suwarrlJ 
had a very handsome white horse, a 
native ofCutch, with the hollowest back 
I ever saw, thongh yet quite YOUllg. 
He said, and Abdullah confirmed it, 
that all the Cutch ho&s have this 
" neshan," or mark, but it does DOt in.
crease with age. The Cnteh horses 
bear a good price, as being supposed to 
have Arab blood in them. . 

I :6.ave several times lately made in
quiries about tigers, but both in Ouae 
and in Rohilcund they are evidently 
rare, and unless a man goes into tll~ 
woods to' look after them, are very 
seldom seen. Fifteen or sixteen years 
ago they said a man had been killl:d by 
a tiger at ShahjeJ;ianpoor, and six or 
eight years ago, for the, were not posi • 
tive as to the exact time, some cows 
had been carried off br. one in this 
neighbourhood. The Sahlbs from Shah~ 
jehanpoor, they added, had a hunt and 
killed the tiger .. They call this animal 
not" bagh," or "bahr," but" shehr," 
which is, strictly speaking, a lion; but 
there arc no lions in this part of India; 
and they explained to me fully, that the 
.. shehr" was, in their ac«'ptation, the 
same animal which was elsewhere called 
" bahr:' 

Nuvemher 12.-From TilIhier to Fut
tehgunge is a distance of seven short 
coss, over a level, open, and compara
tively naked country, with few villages, 
and less signs of cnltivation, except that 
its very nakedness is, in these wooded 
countries, a sign, which I have not Set'll 
since I left Lucknow. The road, how
ever, was very good j we passed a small 
river by an excellent new bridge, and 
notwithstanding all which I had heard 
ot' the warlike and predatory habits of 
the l\uuiiias, the passengers whom I 
haw met these two last days have been 
much less universally loaded with offen~ 
si ve and defensive weapons than in Oude, 
or even in the Dooab. Futtchgunge 
is a poor village, surrounded by a ruined 
mud wall, with two handsome brick 
Gothic gateways. There is a nobJe 
mangoe-tope adjoining, covering, I 
should think, from twenty to thirty 
acres, under which my tent was pitched, 
and thi! time in a very convenien~ 
situation. 
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Here again the increased neatness 
and apparent comfort of the cottages 
over those of Oude struck me forcibly. 
Undoubtedly a regiilar government, 
under which a man may eat the fruit 
of his labour~and display his little com
forts without fear of their being taken 
from him, is an inestimable blessing. 
But it must be observed that I was not 
stmck by any material difference be
tween the villages of Oude and those 
which I had passed in my way between 
Alllh.:lbad and Cawnpoor, 50 that other 
caases, besides a difference of regime, 
may be 5uppo~d to operate in favour 
of the Rohillas. They have, indeed, 
the character of a cleanly and ind&&
trious people, and their land, before its 
conquest and transfer to Oude, is said 
to have been a perfect garden. From 
that time it grew worse and worse, till 
on its cession to us b1 &adut Ali, it 
was a frightful scene 0 desolation and 
anarch). Its subsequent recovery has 
been rapid, but is not yet complete. 

Within these two days I have noticed 
some fields of tobacco, which I do not 
think is a common crop in the districts 
through which I have hitherto marched. 
The llindoostanee name is "tumbuo
coo," evidently derived, as well as the 
l>lant itself, through the Europeans, 
from America. How strange it 18 that 
this worthless drug should have so ra
pidly become popular allover the world, 
and among people who are generally 
supposed to be most disinclined from 
the adoption of foreign customs! 

The daroga of Futtehgunge called on 
me in the course of the morning, a fine
looking man, with a full black beard, 
and a complexion very little darker 
than a southern European. He brought 
a present of two large geese, and was 
better dressed than most public fi&nc
tionaries of a corresponding rank in 
India. I asked him to sit down, which 
greatly pleased him. He told me that 
Fllttehgunge, which means the Mart of 
Victory, was founded by the Nawib 
Suja ud Dowlah, in mcmory of the great 
battle in which the last Patan chief, 
Hafel Rehmut Khan, was slain, and 
which was fought between this place 
and Cuttrah in the year 17i6, a little to 
the southward. This unfortunate IllUD 

was au excellent sovereign, and the 
country under his government, notwith
standing the anarchy which had pre
ceded it, was highly cultivated. He 
has been described as a noLle warrior 
with a lon~ grey beard, who led his 
cavalry on In a brilliant so/Ie against 
the allied armies. When hIS nobles, af 
the head of their respective clans, either 
treacherous or timid, gave way, he re
mained almost alone on a rising 6'TOund, 
in the heat of the fire, conspicuous by 
his splendid dress and beautiful horse. 
waving his hand, and vainly endeavour
ing to bring back his army to another 
charge,. till seeing that all was lost, he 
waved his hand once more, gave a 
shout, and gallo~d on the English 
bayonets. He fell, shot through and 
through, and the brutal Suja nd Dowlah 
applied for his body, that it might be 
cut in pieces, and h\s grey head carried 
.on a pike through the country. The 
English general, however, had it wrap
ped in shawls, and sent with due honour 
to his relations. Still a sad stain seems 
to rest on the Engijsh name for the 
part they took in this business, and 
this, with the murder of Nundcmar, 
and the treatment which the raja of 
Benares met with, are the worst acts of 
Mr. Hastings's administration. 

The noble mangoe-tope was pianted 
by the jemautdar whom Hafez Rehmut 
established here, and is about thirty-six 
rears old. These trees begin to decay 
In about sixty or seventy years, and sel
dom last much more than one hundred. 

The daroga was followed by the tug. 
sildar, a man of not Sf) splendid an ap" 
pearance, but one whom I saw by the 
bustle my servants made to rec!.'! v ... him, 
was a person of some importilnce. 1 
found, 1D fact, in the coursE' of snch 
conversation as I was able to carry on 
with him, that he was of an illustrious 
family, which in ancient times had been 
sovereigns of the greater part of Rohil
cund, but had been displaced by the 
family of Hafez Hehmut. lIe was also, 
in comparison with the people of the 
eastern provinces, a fair man. His 
address was good and gentlemanly, but 
he had little to say, except what relaU~ 
to the greatness of his ancestors. "ho 
had, he said, reigned at Rampoor. He 
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t(,ld me one curious fact, however, that 
the v. heat now cultivated in Rohilcund 
was propagated from seed brought fl"Om 
England, since the l'onqnest, by Mt'. 
Hawkins. The English at Shahjehan
poor had not mentioned 'this circum
stance, though they spoke highly of the 
excellence of the bread made in this 
distlict. It answers, indeed, the beau 
ideal of Anglo-Indian bread, being ex
cessivdy white, utterly tasteless, and as 
light as a powder-puff'; , when toasted 
and eaten dry with tea it is tolerably 
good, but I would as soon bestow butter 
on au empty honey-comb, which it mar
vellously resembles in dryness, brittle
ness, and apparent absence of all n('u
rishing qualities. It is lamentahle to 
Lee fiue wheat so perversely turned into 
mere hair-powder. The native bread 
is nothing hut lraked dough, but I like 
it the best of the two. The tussildar 
brought as a present three '\'ery fine 
lambs, which, my own dinner beiug 
already provided for, I sent to the 
Sepoys and to the other folks of the 
camp. I meant to have sent them all 
to the Sepoys, but I ~as assvred that 
two would be sufficient for them, 80 far 
does a very little meat go with Hindoos, 
and when well mixed up in currie; it 
is to be owned, however, that a con
sideraLle number of the Sepoys were 
likely to sClllple eating meat. 

During the last wetk we have almost 
evel1. day fallen in with large parties 
of pIlgrims, going to or returning from 
the Ganges, liS well as considerable 
Dumbers of men bringing water from 
Hurdwar. The greatest proportion of 
the pilgrims are women, who .sing in a 
very pleasing, cheerful manner in pass
ing pear a village or any large assembly 
of people. Once, liS they passed my 
tents, their slender fir;ures, long wliite 
garments, water-pots, and minstrelsy, 
combined with the noble laurel-like 
shildc of the mangoe-trees, remi.nded 
me forcibly of the scene so well repre
f>ented in :\1i1mall's "Martyr of Anti
och," where the damsels are going to 
the wood in the cool of the day, singing 
their hymns to Apollo. The male Vil
grims, and those who carry water, call 
out in a deep tone, "Mahadeo nol! 
Dol! Bol!" in which I observed my 

YOL. 1. 

IIindoo servants and bearers never failed 
to join them. 

My new acquaintance, the tnSflildar, 
called again in the eveuing to ask if he 
could do anything more ,9>1' me, and to 
say he would see me agam at the next 
station. I had iu the mean time hap
pened to find his pedigree and family 
history in Hamilton's Gazettc.--er, aLd 
pleased him much, I believe, by asking 
him which of the six sons of Ali .Mo
hammed KUn he was descended from? 
He said, «Nawllb Ali Khan j" an,l 
added, that his owu name was Moham
med Kasin Ali KhAn. The father aLd 
founder of this family, Ali Mohammed 
K1Ian, was a peasant boy, saved from a 
burning village, aoout the year 1 i20. 
by Daood Khan, an Affghan or Patau 
freebooter, who came into this c1)untry 
about that time, and af~r a 10llg course 
of robbery and rebellion, at length be
came its sovereign. . He adopted the 
foundling, to the prejudice of his own 
children, and, on his decease, Ali 1110-
hanlIDed succeeded to the throlle, and 
held it to his death. His six SOllb, 
as usual in such cases, quarrelled and 
fought. NawAb Ali Khan, the fourth, 
'Was for some time the most successful; 
but all were at "length overthrown by 
another chieftain, said to be of better 
family, Rehmut Khan. He in his turn 
was killed in battle by the English 
and men of Oude; and thus ended the 
sovereignty of Rohilcund. Of such 
strange materials were those d;rnasties 
chietly composed on whose rums the 
British empire has been erected, and so 
casilr did .. the sabre's adventurous 
law' make and mar monarchs in the 
olden times of Hindostan I 

A miserable little sickly man, wrapped 
in a ragged blanket, asked charity, say
ing, he was going with his wife and 
two children the pilgrimage to Mecca t 
What a journey for such a per~on ! I 
advised him to return home, and serve 
God ill his own land, adding, that He was 
everywhere, and might be wOl'bhippcd 
in India as well as by the side of a 
black stone in Hejaz. He smiled in a 
melancholy war, as if. he were partly of 
the same opinlOn, but said 'he had a 
vow. At home, indeed, he perhaps, to 
judge from his appearance, left nothing 

B 
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but heggdry. I do not think that this 
pilgrimage is very poplllar with the 
Indian Mussulmans.:..t This is only the 
fourth person whom I have met with 
who appeared to have made it, or to be 
engaged in i~ and yet the title of Ha
jee, which such persons assume, would, 
apparently, point them out to nouce. 

November 13.-From Futtehgunge to 
Furreedpoor is seven coss, through a 
country equally well cultivated, and 
rather prettier, as being more woody, 
than that which I saw yesterday. Stm, 
however, it is as flat as a carpet. The 
road is very good, and here I will allow 
a gig might travel well, and be a con
venience, but it would have mad~ a 
poor figure in the plashy country ou the 
other side of Lucknow. and have not 
been 'Very servic-eable in any part of the 
King of Oude's territories. We en
camped in a smaller grove of mangoe
trees than the thur or five last had been, 
but the trees themselves were very 
noble. The chief cultivation J;Ound us 
was cotton. The morning was posi-

, tively cold, and the whole scene, with 
the exercise of the march, the pictu
resque groups of men and animals round 
me,-the bracing air, the singing of 
birds, the light mist JJ.anging on the 
trees, and the glistening dew, had some
thing at once so Oriental and so English, 
I have seldom found anything better 
adapted to raise a man's animal spi
rits, and put him in good temper with 
himself and all the world. How I wish 
those I love were with me 1 How 
much my wife would enjoy this sort of 
life,-its exercise, its deanliness, and 
purity; its constant occupation, and at 
the same time its comparative freedom 
from form, care, and vexation! At the 
same time a man who ill curious in his 
eating had better not come here. Lamb 
Rnd kid (and we get no other flesh) most 
people would soon tire of. The only 
fowls which are attainable arc as tough 
and lean as can be desired j and the 
milk and butter are generally seasoned 
with the never-failing condiments of 
Hindostan, smQke and soot. The milk 
would be very good if the people would 
only milk the cow into one of our ves

. selS instead of their own; but thi& tht'Y 
generally refuse to do, and refuse with 

much greater ;ertinacity than those 
who live near the river. These, }lQW

ever, lU'e matters to which it is not dif
ficult to become reconcik>d, and all the 
more serious points of warmth, shade, 
cleanliness, all', and water, are at this 
season nowhere enjoyed better than in. 
the spacious and well-contrived tents, 
the ample means of transport, the fine 
climate, and fertile regions of N orthem 
Hindostan. Another time, by God's 
blessing, I will not be alone in this 
Eden j yet I confess there are very few 
people whom I greatly wi~h to have as 
associates in such ajoumey. It is only 
a wife, or a friend so intimate as to be 
quite another self, whom olle is really 
anxious to be with one while travelling 
through a new country. 

The tuasildar called again this afteJ'o 
noon, and brought three more lambs or 
goats, I am not sure which, for both 
are called .. buckra" here. I, however, 
thought it too bad to take the firstlings 
of his flock in this unmerciful manner, 
and declined them as civillr as I cabld, 
giving him at the same time a certi
ficate of my satisfaction with his atten
tions, with my great seal appended-a 
distinction of which I have discovered 
the value in native eyes, and mean onl'y 
to give it to gentlefolks. He took hIS 
leave with a profusion of compliment'>, 
having got a "neknamee," or characwr, 
and kept his mutton. 

The evening was beautiful, and I 
walked round the village, which, how
ever, had nothing in it worth seeing. 

November H.-From Furreedpoor to 
Bareilly is a distance of eight short coss, 
not much more than tweh-e miles, but to 
the cantonment, in the neighbourhood of 
which my tent was pitched, it is a mile 
and a half less. Mr. Hawkins, the 
s~cior judge of circuit, had ofiered the 
use of a large room in a house of his 
in the immediate neighbourhood of my 
encampment, for divine service, and 
I had the pleasure of flndin;! a nume
rous congregation of the civil and mili
tary officers, with their families, as ~ dl 
as a good many Christians of bumbler 
rank, Chiefly musicians attached to tIle 
regiments stationed here, with their 
wives. I had, I think, sixteen .com
municants. 
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Bareillx i~ a,PQ(U: mi~.t!mlli in a Vanrenen's house, he having good
pleasant"" and well-wooded, llutSlill a tlaturedlyappointed the people to meet 
very flat country. I am told, that when me there, as being more roomy than my 
thl; weather is clear (it is now hazy) tent, and more centrically situated with 
the Himalaya mountains are seen very reference to those who ~re likely to 
distinctly, and form a noble termination attend. 
to the landscape. Nothing, however, I heard, in the conrse of conversatio~ 
of the kind is now to be seen, though many interestin~ particulars respecting 
the distance is barely sixty miles. The the province of Nohilcund. Mr. Haw
nights and montings are become, really, kins has been here many years, and 
very cold, and in my tent I find a blan- holds to all intents and purposes the 
ket, II quilt, and my large cloak, no more situation of civil governor: he has been 
than enough to keep me comfortable: in India forty-twQ years, during which 

November 15. - I breakfasted and time he has never retunled home. and 
dined to-day at General Vanrenen's, is evidently an extremely useful man 
and met a very large family party. in"his present situation. I have not for 
They are extremely hospitable, kind- a long time met.1fith anyone so inte
mannered, and simple-hearted people, resting; how I wish she for whom I 

·and the General has seen more of du- write this may one day see him I The 
ferent parts of India than most men account which he gives of the Rohillas 
whom I have met. After breakfast I is not very flattering. They are a cle
had a number of children brought to be ver and animated raee, of people, but 
baptized, three couples to be married, devoid of principle, false, and ferocious. 
and one young woman, a native, bnt Crimes are very numerous, both of 
engaged to be married to an English fraud and violence, and perjury almost 
soldier, who was a candidate for bap- ·universal. When he first came here 
tism. She spoke English a little, though I the English were excessively disliked, 
imperfectly, and to my surprise was not and verY fp,w would so much as salam 
much better acquainted with Hm<loo- to elmer general or magistrate; at pre
stanee, being a native of Madras. Her sent they are brought into better order, 
intellded husband, however, a very reo and, probably. better reconciled to a 
spectable young) man, had evidently government, under which their condi
taken much pains to instruct her in her tion, so far as tranquil1i~ and the im. 
new belief. She repeated the substance partial administration of Justice extend. 
of the Lord's Prayer and Creed very has been. greatly improved, and their 
well in English, and afterwards ex- land, from a mere desert, to which the 
plained, in answer to my questions, the tyranny of Oude had reduced it, ra
different clauses intelligibly in Hindoo- stored to its former state of cultivation 
stanee. In Telillga, her husband as- and richness. But the country is bur
sured me, ehe was very perfect in both. dened with a crowd of lazy, profligate, 
I explained to her myse~ as far as our self-called suwarrs, who, though many 
means of communication went, and got of them are not worth a rupee, conceive 
him to explain to her more fully. the it derogatory to their gentility and Pa
obligations which she was to take on tan blood to apply themselves to any 
herself in baptism and marriage. For honest industry, and obtain for the most 
the former she seemed very anxious, part a precanous livelihood by sFUJlg
and to judge from her extreme serio1l&- mg on the industrious tradesmen and 
ness during the ceremony, and the farmers, on whom they levy a sort of 
trembling earnestness with which, both "black-mail:' or as hangers-on to the 
in English and Hindoostanee, she made few noble and wealthy families yet re
the promises, I trust it was not per- maining in the province. Of these men, 
formed in vain. This day I baptized who have no visible means of mainte
and married her. Her name was Cud- nance at all, and no visible occupation 
jee, but her husband wished that ~he except that of lounging up and down 
should now be called Susan. These with their swords and shields like the 
ceremonies all took place at General ancient Highlanders, whom in many 

R 2 
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respects they much resemble, the num~ 
ber is rated at, perhaps, taking alll{o
hilcund together, nor:fewer than one 
hundred thousand; all these men have 
e.erythlng t, gain by a change of go-
vernmt'nt, and both Mr. Hawkins and 
General Vanrenen said they hardly 
knew: what it was that kept them down, 
considering the extremely inadequate 
force at present in these provinces. 
Twice, indeed, since th(J English have 
been in possession, their tenure of the 
country has appeared exceedingly pre~ 
carious i and ottce, when Jeswunt Ilow 
Holcar advanced to the fords of the 
Ganges, the whole European populati"n 
of llareilly were compelled to take re
fuge within the walls of the gaols, which 
they were prepared to .defend to the last 
extremity. 

The natural remedy for this state of 
things would be to find a vent for a part 
of this superabundant population, by 
raising fcncible regiments, who, as they 
are really faithful to those whose salt 
they eat, would tllfIiciently keep their 
countrymen in order, and materially 
relieve the rcgular troops in some of 
their most unpleasant duties. They 
&hould be cavalry, on something like 
the footing of our yeomanry corps; 
they should be commanded b" the judges 
and magistrates, with the aid of an ad
jtttaut and major from the regular army; 
and should be officered, so far as ca~ 
tains and lieutenants, by the mOlJt re~ 
spectable of the native gentry. Such a 
mCW;Ul'e I am the more convinced, the 
more I see of upper India, would very 
greatly contribute to the efficiency of the 
police, and the popularity and perma
nency of the Company's Government. 

A strong impression has lately pre
vailed in all these provinces, arising I 
cannot learn how, that the English were 
preparing to evacuate the country. The 
people, with whom Mr. Shore has ha(i 
to deal, have pleaded this to justify their 
rebellion, or, at least, to account for tll('ir 
temerity.- Every lI!0vement of troops 

• The follOWing C1r~um.tRnce Is Ilt're al
luded to. A 8trong ho,lv of freebooters hav_ 
ing committed various deVa.tatlon8 in the 
neighbourhood (If Saharunpoor, a detRrhment 
IInd"r the command of Captam YannI{ "tIS 
..,ut against them, which \\&$ aeeompanlflll;,y 

and officers towards the east has bt'cn 
regarded as a part of the same ~ystt'ID 
of abandonment and abUicatiou; and it 
is even thuught that my travelling, \I itb 
a certain degree of official ~plentlour, l1J 

an opposite direction, as it has attracted 
considerable notice and curiosity all\ong 
the inhabitants of these dbtant regions, 
has had the' effect of givin,5 thl'nl IlIoru 
favourable thoughts oftthe security aLd 
permanency ofthe British Government. 

November 16. - I breakfasted and 
passed the day with Mr. Hawkins at 
what he calls his c()untry-house,-a 
large and handsome building very pret
tily situated, with a farm o~ foul' bun
dred acres round it, little less neat and 
English-looking than if it had l,':t'n in 
Norfolk. His trees are vrry fine, Lut 
the whole view is fiat, though 'here 
again I was told I ought to see the 
mountains •. In our return to l3areilJy, 
I saw some interesting animals: a fine 
covey of wild peacocks arose at some 
little distance; a mungool>C or ichneu
mon crossed the track; and at Mr.Uaw
kins's door we found a beautiful and 
rare animal of the d.:er kind, which had 
just becn sent him as a present from the 
hills. It is now about the size of a large 
falJow-deer, with upright horus, not 
palmated, but is still YOIDlg, and is ex
pect<:d to grow so tall and stout as to 
bear a saddle. It is of a brown colour, 
mixed with grey and black, and its hair 
very thick, and as coal'se alld strong as 
hogs' bristles. MI'. Hawkins said he 
thought it would turn the edge of a 
sword. It is a p.'ntle ~lllcl wwe crea
ture, eating from and lirking the hands 
of anyone who caresses it. I t is called 
~oonh, and is considered a great rarity 
III the plains, though amoz;g the mOllu-

the nonour~11e F. J. ~hore, "ho heM a r\"j\ 
.. mployment in that district, 'dth hi' 8(1\'arr •. 
The 1 an,litti fled into the fort of "oon~a, • 
place of eO~'ldf'f"ble strpngth, \\ 1.Jcll t~ul,t 
only be entered by hreaching; at the Bn~~ps
tlon of Mr. ::lhore a tree .. ". formed ,nto a 
'ba.ttering ram, and directed agtlln"it the 1(ate, 
he lum""lf maunin!! the forem".t rope. \\ hen 
the breach "as 8ul11cipntly opened, Captai" 
Yot~ng, \1 r. Shore, and another officer ent"red, 
fnllo\\ed bv their men. The .oote<t "as ..,. 
vere, r om" the sUreriorit v of tllp COt/my·, 
f,-n'e, Imt dech~lve. Mr. '-'liore \\tlS 0pp05ed 
to Mevf"ral 8in~le enrol atan'q, a.nti recdvetJ 
h' 0 saLra "ounJ$ in tI,e breast.-Ell. 
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taius it is not Ullcommon, and sometimes 
used to carry the children of great men. 
It seems to be as yet unknown to Eu
ropean naturalists, at least I never heard 
the name, nor saw any drawing like it; 
were the horns palmated it would most 
resemhle the elk. 

1 bad bL'Cn for some time in much 
doubt as to the expediency. after the 
many delays which I had experienced 
ill Diy journey, of proceeding to- Alma
rah, lIut what I heard during these few 

da) s at Bareilly detennined me in the 
allil'mative. '1 hough \tn important sta
tivn, it has never been visited by any 
clergyman; and I was very anxious not 
oilly to give a Sunday to its secluded 
flock, but to ascertain what facilities 
eXisted for obtaining for them the occa
sioual visits, at least, of a minister of 
rdigion, and for eventually spreading 
the Go~pel among these mountaineers, 
and beyond them into Thihet and Tar
tJry. The former of these objects I 
have good hopes of being able to accom
plish'; a residence in these col~ and 
hracing regions may, in many cases, do 
as much good to cbilplains and mission
aries, .. xhausted by the heat of the pWllS. 
as a voyage to Europe would do; alld 
good men may be well employed here, 
who are unequal to exertion in other 
parts of our Eastern empire. To the 
second there are many obstacles, 1I0t 
likely, as ~et, to be overcome; and in 
encountermg which considerable prn
dence and moderation will be necessary. 
But there are facilities and encourage
ments abo, which I did not expect to 
find; and if God spare me life and op
portunities, I yet hope to see Christian-
1ty revived, through this channel, in 
countries where. under a corrnpted form 
indeed, it is said to have once tlourbhed 
widely through the labours of the Nes
torialJs,'" My opinion lIS to the advan
tage which might arise from such a 
vioit was fully confirmed; and I found 
reason to believe that late as the season 
was, anu mll;ch as 1 have to do, the pre-, 

• The !'<estoriansare a sector ancient Chris
tians. Vtbo take their name from ~·eitoril1s, 
lI"hop of Constantinople, ,.ho hved in the 
IlI'h £'t'ntury. and "hose doctllnes" .. resprellt\ 
\\11h much teal tbrotlgh ~yrla, l:gyP!' l'~lSlat 
Ind,", Tartary, alld.Cluua.-liD. 

seut is li!..ely to be the best, if not the 
ouly opportunity for such an excursion. 

The whole skirt and margin of the 
mOUIltains are surrounded hy a thick 
forest ot'nearly two days'journl:!Y, w1th 
a marshy soil and an atllibsphl:!re, dur
ing two-thirds of the year, more pesti
lential than the Sunderbunds, or the 
grotto Del Cani; a hteral "belt of 
death," which even the natives tremble 
to go Dl:!ar, and which, during the rains 
more particularly, the monkeys them
selves are said to abandon. After the 
middle of November this is dry, prac
ticable, and Sartl; so that tile very 
delays which have thrown my arrival 
i:a l'ohilcund so late, have given me an 
opportunity whi&h I may, under the 
usual circumstances of my visitation, 
never have again, of penetrating into 
Kemaoon. Above all, everybody 
tells me that, except in a case of real 
necessity, a journey into the Himalaya 
should never be undertaken by women 
and children: that camels, elephants, 
~llts, and palanquins, nay, even horses, 
~uch as are usually ridden in the plains, 
must be left behind at Bamoury Ghat, 
and that nothing but mules, mountain
ponies, the I' yak," or Thibet cow, and 
active unencumbered foot-passengers, 
can make their way along the track 
and ccside the preclpices which are to 
be traversed. This, it' true, destroys 
much of the hope which has already 
reconciled me to leaving many icte
resting, spots unvisited, that I might 
see them at some future opportunity 
with my wife and children; and though 
1 have little doubt that these difficulties 
are greatly exaggerated, still it is plain 
that without a previous reconnoitering, 
I could never take them such a journey. 
in defiance of such assurances. For 
the present excursion, Captain Satch
well, the acting commissary-genera] of 
the district, promised me the use of 
some mules, which Government 'Were 
sending up to Kemaoon for the public 
service there. Mr. Eoulderson, the 
collector, offered me the ]oan of an able 
and experiencecl pony; and I received 
a letter from Mr. n'aill, the commis
sioner for the affairs of the hill coun
t~ies, oflering me every assistance in 
the l..tst four mountain stages. Under 
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these circumstanc~s I made up my mind 
Dot to miss the opportunity, and ar
ranged to send oft' m)" tents, &c. on 
Wedn~sday evening, being the earliest 
moment at which my necessary aT
l'angemellts ctuld be completed. 

November 17 ,-This day 'was chiefly 
t~pn up in packing. My plan was to 
take my whole caravan to Bamoury at 

the first rise of the hills, w hel'~ the air 
is good, and supplies are plentiful, lind 
leave them encamped there till my re
turn. Accordingly 1 sent off in the 
evening the greater part of my escort, 
servants, and animals, retaining only 
ten S~poys, some bearers, my horse, and 
the suwarree elephant with his moh()(lt 
and CO!>lie. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

BAREILLY TO ALlI10RAH. 

First ,Iistant View of the Himalaya Mountains-Sheeshghu\'-Visit from Raja and 80n_ 
Account 01 Terral-" E_nce of 0" 1 "-Wretchedness of Inhabitants- KuUeanpoor
Tiger Uunt-Ruderpoor-Ca.'Itl of Malaria Fever-Burning the Jungle-Tandah-Damoury 
-BepmtMI-Water Mill-Khasya Nation-Ramglliir-8ikh-Mount Meru-Pilgrim to 
Dhiidrinath. • 

NOVE~IBER 18.-1 went this morning sure at one en<t;'which, in Calcutta, 
from 1\11'. Hawkins's house to a village would have pa~d for a small com
named Shahee, about sixteen miles, pound. He had a similar enclosure at 
over a country like aU which I had yet some little distance, adjoining his ser
seen in llohilcund, level, well cultivated, vants' tent, for cooking; and, on the 
and studded with groves, but offering whole, my tent, a regulation neld-offi
nothing either curious or interesting, cer's, and my whole estnblishment,which 
except the industry with which all the I I had till now thought very consider
rivers and brooks were d:J.mmed up for able for a single man, looked poor and 
the purposes ofirrigation, and conducted paltry in comparison. ' For such a jour
through the numberless little channels ney as mine, however, I certainly would 
and squares of land which form one of not exchange "VI'-ith him; and the truth 
tile most striking peculiarities of Indian is, that to pcrsous in his situation, who 
agriculture. The country is almost have no occasion to go far from home, 
entirely planted with wheat, with a few or to make long marches, these luxuries 
fields of Indian corn, and the pulse are less cumbersome than they would 
called dAl. I.looked out vainly all the be to me; while, on the other hand, 
morning for the mountains, which, at they pass so much of their time in the 
the distance of fifty miles, for the near- 1ields, that a large and comfortable tent 
est range is no further, ought lIertainly is to the full as necessary for them as a 
now to be within sight. All I saw, bungalow. Mr. Boulderson had good
however, was a heavy line of black naturedly waited two days at Shahee to 
clouds, in the direction in which I knew give -me time to overtake him, and now 
them til be; and whtn this gradually offered to accompany me to the foot ot 
melted before the rising sun, it was suc- the hills at least, if not the nrst stage 
ceeded by a grey autumnal haze, through amongst them. In the passage of the 
which nothing was distinguishable. forest, with which he is well acquainted, 

At Shahee I found Mr. Boulderson, he says he expects to be of service to 
thl: collector of the district, encamped, me. He strongly recommends ouI' 
in tlJe discharge of his annual duty of pushing on through the forest in a sin
surve)-ing the country, inspecting and gIl.' march. The distance, he allows, is 
forwarding tIle work of irrIgation, and too great, being twenty-six miles; but 
settling with the Zemindars for tlleir he regards it as a less evil to ourselves, 
taxes. His tent, or rather his establish- our attendants, and animals, than re
ment of tents, was extremely lar/,"t' and maining a day and night at Tandah, the 
handsome. That in which he himself intermediate station, a spot at which no 
lived was as spacious as those which season of the yE'ar can be considered as 
were first St"nt me from Cawnpoor, with quite safe either from fever or tigers. 
glass doors, a stove, and Ii C1U.lvas enclo- Ag:l.inst the former of these dangers I 
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bad been furnished with a set of in
structions by Mr. Knight, the station 
surgeon of Bareilly, ~ Natives, Mr. 
Knight thinks, are more liable to the 
complaint, and recover from it with 
greater difficut,y, than Europeans, who 
are, in the first instance, bettcr protected 
against the damp and wlwholesome air, 
and whose full habit of living, and the 
high temperature of their health, make 
the work of depletion with them at 
OIice more easy and more effectual than 
with men whose pulse is always feeble, 
and who sink at once into de5pondency 
on the attack of a disea.se which they 
know to be dangerous. 

As to tigers, though we may possibly 
hear their roars and see traces of their 
feet, it is not often that they venture 
llear the fires of an encampment, or the 
formidable multitude of men which 
such an encampment as mine presents 
to them. Still, if a til?er shows himself, 
it will, in all yrobabihty, be at Tandah; 
and though should not dislike to see 
the animal in its natural state, I am 
hound, for the sake of my half-naked 
and rareless followers, and my nwoe
rous train of animals, still more than 
my own, not to Hnger twelve hours in 
a spot of 80 bad reputation. In the day
time at this season, awl by those who 
merdy pass along tile beaten track, 
neither fevers nor tigers are muaIly to 
be apprf'hentled. Thl' laue)', indeed, 
on any approaching bustle, k.eep them
selves, at those hours, so close in cover, 
that those who seek t1lem find it difficult 
enouo-h to start them. :Mr. Houlderson 
is a keen sportsman, and told me seve
ral interesting fucts respecting the wild 
animals of this neighbourhood. The 
lion, w 1!~~ W~!(.lUjl']9~~~to _\)e_ 
1l!.l.!n?~ J.l!lndl!J~ n~a.5£m~i.!t(~!t 
to eXist In conslderabrenumhers in the 
4is~rl~!s -ro.L8al!~~~~~d Lo(~41~
nah. tlOns have likeWise been bl\d 
on this SIde th.i Gan~nthe nm-thCl;-l 
parts of RohilcUlld, 111 the -nergIif:Oiir
hooJ orl\iOrll(Taoa(r andl?arnjJ(w...G]is 
~.ieJITi!~4~R tKe~Y!!TIlz.!LQ(11)f!~ 
l~ ... ~ne n~g~b.ouff!1l2g_.QL1b.E;....C1t.l\t.>...m 
C~<!l1!l' Doth lions, whcre they 
are found, and tigers, are very troubl(·· 
some to the people of the villages nenr 
the forp-st, who, having no elephant", 

have no very effectual means of attack
ing them wlth safety. The peasantry 
here, however, are not a people to al
low themselves to be devourl"d without 
resistance, like the Bengalees; and it 
often happens that, when a tiger has 
established himself near a village, the 
whole population turn out, with their 
matchlocks, swords, aud ~hields, to at
tack him. Fighting on fbot, and com
pelled to drive him from his covert 
by entering and beating the jungle, one 
or two generally lose their lives, hut the 
tiger seldom escapes; and Mr. Boul
derson has seen some skins of animals 
of this description, which bore th..
strongest marks of having been fought 
with, if the expression may be used, 
hand to hand; and were in fact slashed 
allover with cuts of the "tul war," pr 
short scimitar. A reward of four 
rupees for every tir.er's head brolJght 
in is given by Government; and if the 
villagers of any district report that a 
tiger or lion is in their neighbourhood, 
there are se1t\om wanting sportsmen 
among ilie civil or military officers, who 
hear the news with pleasure, and make 
haste to rid them of the nuisance. A 
good shot, on an elephant, seldom fails, 
with perfect safety to himself, to destroy 
as many of these terriLle animals as he 
falls in with. • 

In the afternoon Mr. Bouli1E"n:on 
took me a drivt' in his Lurgy. '!'Ilis is 
a vehicle in which all AIl/!lo-lndians 
delight, and certainly.its hood is a great 
advantage, by enablmg them to pay 
visits, and even to travel, under a far 
hottE"r sun than would otherwise be en
durable. The co'dtltry, however, in this 
neighbourhood, and everywhere except 
in the immediate Vicinity ot'the princi
pal stations, is strangely unfavourable 
for such vehicles. Our drive was OYer 
ploughed fields, and soon tenniIlated by 
a small but, to us, impas~able ravine. 
We had, however, a fir~t."iew of the 
range of the Himalaya, illdi~tinctly seen 
through the Ilaze, but not m indibtinctly 
as to cOllceal the general form of ilia 
mountains. The nearer hills are blue, 
and in outline and tints resemble pretty 
clm;elv, at this distance, ilioae which 
close 'in the nIt' of Clwyd. Above 
these rose ",hat mi~ht, in the presen~ 
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nufavolll".lble atmosphere, have heen I I could not find it in Arrowsmith's map. 
taken lor clouds, had not their seat beeIt I Bhadrinath, he told me, is rec koned the 
s.) stationary, and their outline so harsh highest. From hence, however, it is 
and PYTamidical, the patriarchs of the not the most conspicuous of the four. 
continent, perhap8 the surviving ruinll That we saw the snowy peaks at all, 
of a former world, white and glistening considering their disuihce. and that 
as lllabaster, and even at this distance mountains twice as high as Snowdon 
of, probably, one hundred and fifty intervened, is wonderful. I need hardly 
mil~s, towering above the nearer and say that I wibhed for my wife to share 
secondary range, as much as tbese last the sight with me. But I thought of 
(though said tQ be seven thousand six Taridah and the Terrai, and felt, on re. 
hundred feet l1igh) are ahove the plain collection, that I should have probably 
on which we were standing. I fdt in- beE'n in conbiderable uneasiness, 'if'she 
tense delight and awe in look.ing on and the children had been to pass the 
them, but the pleasure lasted not many intervening inhospitable country. 
minutes, the clouds closed in again, as Sheeshghur is a poor village, on a 
011 the fairy castle of St. John, and left !titling elevation, which is conspicuous 
us hut the fOlmer grey cold horizon, in this level eoU1'l'try. It has a ruinous 
girding in the green plam of Rohilcund, fort on its summit, and altogether, with 
and b!;oken only by scattered tufts of the great surrounding flat and the blue 
peepul and mangoe-trees. hills behind it, put roe in mind of some 

J\'ovember l!:l.-This morning we' views of Rhuddlan. The Clwydian 
went seven (,oss to Sheeshghur, over a chain, indeed, is 110t crowned by such 
worse cultivated country than the last noble pinnacles as Bhadrinath and Gan
day's stage. and one which had, evi- gotree, but I could not help feeling now, 
dently, mfl'ered much from want of and I felt it still more when I began to 
rain. The heavy and happy fan which attempt to commit the prospect to paper, 
had given plenty to Oude and the that the awe and wonder which I ex
Dooab did not extend here, and except perienced were of a very complex cha
in a few flaces, where irrigation had racter, and greatly detached from the 
been use!, the rice llnd Indian corn simple act of viSIOn. The eye is, by 
had generally failed, and the wheat and itself, and without some objects to form 
-l.>arley were looking very ill. Where a comparison, unable to judge of such 
{here are rivers or streams, irrigation is heights at such a distance. Carneth 
practised industriously and successfully, Llewellyn and Snowdon, at certain 
but there are few wells, and they do times in the year, make really as good 
not seem, as in the Dooab and Oude, to a picture as the :qlOuntains now before 
draw water from them by oxen for their me: and the reason that I am so much 
fields. The rain which falls is, in most more impressed with the present vit;:.w, 
seasons, said to be sufficient. is partly the mysterious idea of awful 

Onleavillg our encampment we forded and inaccessible remoteness attached to 
the rh('r Bhagool, and afterwards, once the Indian Caucasus, the centre of 
or tll'ice, fell ill, during our march, with earth, 
its windings. At last, soon after the " Its AltlU'. ao,1 it. Cradle, and its Throne;" 
sun rose, llud just as we had reaclJed a 
small ri..,illg ground, the mist rolled 
awnyand shm\ed us again the Hima
laya, dibtinct and dark. with the glo
rillUS icy mountains, towering in a clear 
blue sky, above the nearer range. 
There were fOllr of these, the names of 
three of which Mr. Boulderson knew, 
Hhadl'inlith, Kedar Nllth, and the peak 
nhove the FOUl'ce of the Ganl!;es, the 
~Ieru of Hindoo fal,le. The (,;urth. to 
£he extreme l'jSht~ he did not know, and 

and still more the knowledge derived 
from books, that the objects now before 
me are really among the greatest 
earthly works of the Almighty Crea
tor's hands,-the bighest spots below 
the moon-and out-topping, by many 
hundred feet, the summit of Cotopasi 
and Chimborazo. 

I had two sets of visitors to-day; th .. 
first were a set of N ach-women, accom 
panied by a man, who heat a small 
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d.-urn, and a naked boy, who seemed 
the son of the elder of the three females. 
The whole party were ~ the Ie cunja," 
or gipsey caste, with all its most strik
hig peculiarities. The women would 
have been go8J-looking, had not their 
noses been distorted, and their ears 
lengthened, by the weighty ornaments 
suspended from them. Their arms, 
legs, and necks were loaded with rings 
and chains, and their dress was as 
tawdrily fine us their poverty would 
,dmit of. The man and boy were in 
all respects but clothing the same de
scription of animal which might steal 
a hen or open a gate for a traveller in 
the neighbourhood of Norwood. I ga~ 
them a trifle, but declined seeing their 
performance. The second set of vi
sitors were an old raja and three sons 
and 8. grandson, who were introduced 
by 1\1r. Boulderson. Their ancestors 
had possessed a considerable territory, 
but the Patan wars had lowered them 
down to simple, and far from wealthy 
landowners, whose main dependance is, 
at present, on a pension of four thou
sand s. rupees a year, allowed them by 
the Company. The raja was a homely, 
cheerful old man, with a white beard 
and unusually fair complexion; and ex
cepting the few swords and shields in 
his train, neither he nor his sons had 
.much which differed from the English 
id\'a of respectable yeomen. Their visit 
was not long: I gave them, at taking 
leave, lavender-water by way of pawn 
and attar; and the old raja (on account 
of the supposed sanctity of my cha
racter, in which I heartily wish I more 
accorded with their ideas of me) de
sired me to lay my hand on his hack 
and that of his sons, and bless them. 
His business with Mr. Boulderson 
chiefly respected an embankment which 
he wished to make on the neighbouring 
"mall river Kullce, in order to throw 
the water over many acres of land, 
some of which we had crossed, which 
were now altogether dependant on rain, 
and sometimes, as in the present year, 
unproductive. The embankment had 
been commenced, but was opposed by 
the Nawilb of Rampoor, II. descendant 
of Ali Mohammed KMn, already men
ti£ned, and who still holds II. very pro-

duetive jaghire, as large as an English 
'county, exf:.t!nding from the neighlK>ur
hood of Moradabad almost to the foot 
of these mountains. He maintained 
that the proposed work would drown 
some of his villages. We went in the 
afternoon to see the place j and I endea
voured, by the help of a very rude ex
tempore levelling instrument, made at 
the elephant-ladder, four bamboos, and 
a weighted string, to ascertain the f( al 
course which the water would take, and 
how high the dam might be raist.od 
without danger of mischief. Ml ap
paratus, rude as it was, was VIewed 
with much wonder and reverence by 
these simple people; and as I kept on 
the safe side, I hope I did some good. 
or, at least, no harm by my advice to 
them. The ryuts of the Nawao, indeed, 
as well as the raja and his sons, pro
fessed themselves perfectly satisfied 
with the line proposed. 

Mr. Boulderson said he was sorry to 
learn from the raja, that he did not 
consider the unhealthy season of the 
Terrai as yet quite over. He, there
fore, proposed that we should make a 
long march of above twenty miles the 
following day to Ruderpoor, in order to 
be as short a time in the dangerous 
,country aslossible. I was, for several 
reasons, 0 a different opinion. M:z 
people and Sepoys had already had twd 
long marches through very bad and 
fatiguing roads. That to Ruderpoor 
was descriood as worse than any which 
we had yet seen. As Underpoor is 
reckoned only a shade less llangerous 
than Tandah, to halt there on the Sun· 
day would be impossible, and we bhould 
have on that day also a march of 
twenty-five miles through the forest to 
Damoury. Desides my reluctauce to 
subject the men to so great fatigue on 
such a day, I had always understood 
that lassitude was among the most pow
erful predisposing causes to fever, and 
I could not think, without uneasiness, 
of any of them being tired out and 
lagging behind ill so horrible a country. 
The direct way to Ruderpoor laythrougb 
the Nawab's territory, and Manpoor, 
the intervening station, was by no means 
a dc&irablll one, either from its ail' or 
the mutinous character of its inh!lbit-· 
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ants. A little to the right,' however, 
was a village named Kulleallpoor, with. 
in the Company's border. and at least 
not mort' unwholesome than its neigh. 
bours. The distance was eight or nine 
short cogs, which would do nobody any 
harm. There would remain a stage of 
six: or seven miles to Ruderpoor ou 
Sundar. which might be doue without 
any nIghtly travelling, and leave both 
men all1 r.attle fresh next morning for 
our 10ll~ march to the mountains. For 
Europeans there was in either place 
little risk; our warm clothing. warm 
tents, elevated bedsteads. mosquito.nets 
(a known preservative against mala
ria). and our port wine. would probably 
he suffi,ient safeguards, but for the poor 
fellows who sleep on the ground, and 
are as careless of themselves as chilo 
dren, it behoved me to take thought, 
and 1\1r. Boulderson, for the reasons 
which I have mentioned, agreed with 
me in the opinion that Kulleanpool' 
should be our next stage. 

I asked Mr. Boulderson if it were 
trne that the monkeys forsook these 
woods during the unwholesome months. 
He answered that not the monKeys 
only, but everything which had the 
breath oflife, instinctively deserts them, 
from the beginhing of April to Oct()ber. 
il'he tigers go up to the hills, the ante
lopes and wild hogs make incursions 
into the cultivated plain; and those per
sons, such as Dil.k-bearers, or military 
officers, who are obIi~ed to traverse the 
fore~t in the interveU1n~ months, agree 
that not so much as a bIrd can be heard 
or seen in the frightful solitude. Yet 
during the time of the heaviest rains, 
while the water falls in torrents, and 
the cloudy sky tends to prevent evapo
ration from the ground, the forest may 
be passed with tolerahle safety. It is 
in the extreme heat, and immediately 
after the rains have ceased, in May, 
the latter end of August, and the early 
part of September, that it is most deadly. 
In October the animals return; by the 
latter end of that month the wood. 
cutters and the cowmen again venture, 
though cautiously. From the middle 
of Novemher to March, troops pass and 
repass, and with common precaution no 
risk is usually apprehended. 

" 
November 20.-'fhe way to Kullean

poor turned out exceedingly bad, rugged, 
and intersected by nullahs and " gools," 
or canals for the purpose of irrigation, 
so that our baggage, th9.ugh sent off at 
five in the evening of ilia 19th, did not 
arrive till five the next morning, 8Ld 
both camel-drivers and Sepoys com
plained a good deal. It turned on~ 
however, that they had been themselves 
partly to blame, in not, according to 
my directions, taking a guide, and con
sequently losing their way. The co~try 
is by no means ill-cultivated thus far, 
but as we approach the forest it gra
dually grows marshy and unwhole. 
:ome, and the whole horizon, at some 
little distance, was wrapped in a thick 
white mist, which Mr. Boulderson called 
" Essence of Owl," the native name for 
the malaria fever. The villages which 
we passed were singularly wretched, 
though there is no want of materials 
for building, and the rate ofland is very 
low. It seems, however, as if the an
nual ague and fever took away all 
energy from the inhabitants, and pre
vented their adopting those simple 
means 01 ary and well-raised dwellings, 
and sufficient clothing, which would go 
far to secure their health and life. They 
are a very ngly and miserable race of 
human beings, with large heads and 
particularly prominent ears, flat noses, 
tumid bellies, slender limbs, and sallow 
complexions, and have scarcely any 
garments but a blanket of black wool. 
Most of them have matchlocks, swords, 
and shields, however; and Mr. Boul~ 
derson pointed 'out two villages, near 
which we passed, which had last year 
a deadly feud, ending in a sort of 
pitched battle, in which nine men were 
killed, and several wouuded. It was 
necessary to despatch a corps of Sepoys 
to the spot to settle the quarrel, by 
bringing a :few of the ringleaders on 
both sides to justice. Sv expert are men, 
even when most wretched, in finding 
out ways and means of mutually in. 
creasing their misery! ' 

The only satisfaction to be derived 
from a journey-through such a country, 
is to look steadily at the mountains he· 
yond it, which mcrease as we advance 
In apparent magnitude and beauty. 'Vhe 
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snowy peaks, indeed, are less and less 
distingui&hahle i but the- nearer range 
rises into a dignity and gU'tndeur wmch 
I by no means was prepared for. and is 
now clearly s~~n to be itself divided 
into several su~ces5ive ridges, with all 
the 'wildest and most romantic forms of 
ravine, forest, crag, and pt·ecipice. They 
are now perceptibly and obviously, even 
to the ('ye, the highest mountains I ever 
saw sufficiendy near to judge of them. 
There may be some peaks of the Nor. 
wegian Alps, such as Dovre and Fille 
Fiel, and there are, as is, I believe, as
certained, some points of Caucasus 
which considerably surpass them, and 
take a middle place between them an8 
the giants in their rear, but the general 
chain of Norwegian hills, so far as I 
can recollect, does not equal these now 
before me j and the white peaks of Cau
casus I saw only from a great distance, 
Notwitbstanding dIe height, however, 
of this secondary chain of ilie IIima
laya., I could see no snow on it, but 
Mr. Bouldersoll assured me that in a 
few weeks more it would be pretty 
plentifully powdered, and the probabi
lity was that even now I should have 
Some showers of snow in my pasRage. 
On the northern side of the hills he had 
known snow lie till the latter end of 
May, when nothing could be more 
strange avd sudden than the change in 
the feelings ot' a traveller dcscendin& 
from those regions to the hot winds ana 
fiery furnace ot'the plains. 

At the ,foot of the lowest hills a long 
black level tine extends, so black and 
level that it might seem to have been 
drawn with ink and a ruler. This is 
the forest from which we are still re
moved several coss, though the country 
already begins to partake of its insa
lubrity. It is r,-,markable that this in
salubritr is said to, have greatly in
creased ill the last fifteen years. Before 
that time Ruderpoor, where now the 
soldiers and servants of the police 
thanna die off so fclst that th,-,y can 
!Carcely keep up the establishment, 
Was a large and 1I ealthy place. inha
bited all the year through without dan
ger or disease. Nay, 'f'anuah itbelf, 
ten years baCK, was the favourite and 
&~ resort of ~portsmen from Barcilly 

and Moradabad, who often pitche .. 
their tents there, without injury, tor 
ten days together. The t'orest wa.'1, in 
fact, under a gradual process of rc
claimer; the cowmen and woodmen 
were pushing their incursions farther 
every year, and the plain where we 
were now travelling, though always 
liable to fever and ague, was as popu
lous and habitable as many other parts 
of India where no complaints are heard. 
The unfavourable change is imputed 
by the natives themselves to depopula
tion; and they are no doubt philoso
phically ril>ht, since there seems to be 
a preservatlve in the habitation, cuI ti
vation, nay, perhaps in the fires, the 
breath, and society of men, which neu
tralizes malaria. even in countries na
turally most subject to it. The instanco 
of Rome and its adjacent territory is 
exacdy a similar one, and I recollect 
being told dlat in proportivn to the 
number of empty houses in a street. 
the malaria, always raged in it. The 
depopulation of these countries arose 
from the 'invasion of Meer KMn, in 
1805. He then laid waste all these 
Pergunnahs, and the population, once 
so checked, has never recovered itself. 
There WaS, indeed, in former times, a 
cause which no longer exists, which 
tended materially to keep up the stock 
of inhabitants in the Terrai, inasmuch 
as, from the nature and circumstances 
of their country, they were free from 
many of the oppressions to which the 
other peasants of Rohilcund were liable, 
paying very light taxes, :lnd living 
almost as they pleased under the pa
triarchal government of their own ra
jas. Their taxes are still light enough. 
bllt the haud of ilie law is, under the 
pres6nt Government, felt here as in 
other parts of the province j and as ilie 
inhabitants of the more wholesome dis
trict have fewer motives than formerly 
to fly from their homes to tbese marshes, 
so the inhabitants of the marshes them
selves have less powerful reasons for 
clinging to tbcir uncomfortable birth
place, and the tide of emigration Ui 
turned into a contrary direction. 

Kullt'anpoor (the town of grar:aries) 
is a ,<ery wretch~d p1J.ce. but stalJ(is on 
au llI'par.:ntly dry and Opf'U plaiu, with 
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one or two clumps of fru!t-trees, where, 
certainly, I should not have suspected 
anything amislj in the air. At this 
time of the year there probably is n()o 
thing unwholesome j and all the year 
round, the people of the place said, 
both its air 8l,d wate!' bore a better 
character than most of its neighbours. 
Many of them, however, looked very 
sickly, and the thannadar, who came 
to pay his compliments, was yellow as 
gold. with his nails as blue as if he 
had been poisoned, and shaking piti
fully in the cold fit of the country fever, 
which had, he said, hung on him for 
some months back. Here, indeed, u 
in other aguish countries, the disease 
often kills very slowly, and many per
Bons have a regular attack every May, 
which leaves them wretchedly weak in 
November, and from the effects of 
which they have just time to recover 
before the fatal month comes round 
again. 'Vith others, however, it is far 
less ceremonious, and assumes, from 
the beginning, a typhus form, which 
seldom leaves the patient many days in 
suspense. Mr. Boulderson has had it 
twice; the second time he was left by 
it in 80 bad a state of health as to make 
it necessary for him to go to the Cape. 
Ey his account it is precisely an inter
Dllttent fever, but of the worst kind, 
resemblil'!!, in most of its symptoms, 
that of Walcheren and the Sunder
bunds, and arising from nearly the 
68lDe circumstances of soil and climate 
which may be supposed to produce the 
latter. 

The natives have a singular notion 
that it is not the air but the watt:!r of 
these collntries which produces" Owl." 
The water is certainly not clear or well
tasted, either at Sheeshghur or Kul
leanpllor, and Mr. lloulderson has 
brought a stock of Bareilly water for 
our own drinking. I cannot, howeye", 
see anything about it which is likely 
to do so much mischief, and the notion 
is an unfortunate one, inasmuch as it 
leads them to neglect all precautions 
against the other and more formidable 
causes of disease. I have tents suffi
cient to shelter all the people lr ho ac
company me, and I had offered, at 
Sheeshgliur, if the ~poys found them-

sf-lves crowded, to receive the Soubah. 
dar, and some of the Don-conunissionetl 
officers, at night, under my own tent. 
Yet it was with great difficulty that I 
could persuade either them or the c8lDel
drivers to forsake their ~vourite system 
of sleeping with their heads wrapped 
up, but with the greater part of their 
c<lothes off, in the open air, round their 
fires. TIley were exceedingly unwill
ing to piteh their tents at all, saying, it 
did· Dot signify, that the fog did no 
harm, and the water was the cause of 
all the mischief. In fact there' was 
good reason to hope, from what we 
learned at Kulleanpoor, that the mis
~hief was over for the present year,' 
and that oUr old .• oFaja of yesterday had 
been indulging in the very usual 
8lDusement of making matters as bad 
as possible. 

1 had to-day, again, a princely visitor, 
in the P.ajaGonrman Singh, another ot 
these border chieftains, whose father, 
"Lall Singh" (Red Lion), had been 
sovereign of all Kemaoon, till he ""as 
driven by the Gorkhas to take shelter 
within the Company's border. Govern
ment gave him a jaghire of eight viI. 
lages in the Terrai, and his son holds a 
Zemindarrre of twelve or thirteen more. 
On the conquest of Kemaoon by the 
British arms, they had hoped to be re
instated, but the conquerors found it 
convenient, according to our usual P()o 
licy in the East, to act as much as' 
possible on the principle of maintaining 
things as they found them. A nd their 
cousin, the raja, whom the' Gorkhas 
had set up, was confirmed in the same 
dependant sovereign!y which he held 
under them. Gourman Singh's claim 
to the throne is, howevt:r, disputed, and 
with apparent justice, by another cousin, 
the son of his father's elder brother, 
who has a house Dear Huderpoor. The 
existence of this person, then a child, was 
unknown, when the appointments and 
jaghires of old Lall Singh were conti
nued to his son, and he remained in great 
poverty till two or three years ago, when 
a pension was given him also. Indeed, 
Gonrman's title of Singh is a proof that 
he was of the second house, the elder, 
01' royal branch, having the title of 
Chund. Lan Singh was, however,· a 
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great favourite with all the English in 
these parts. Mr. Hawkins and Mr. 
Boulderson both spoke of him as one of 
the finest old men whom"lhey had see11, 
with considerable talent, an uncommon 
degree of dignil:y in his air and coun
tenance, and one of the most heavenly 
tempers that can be conceived. Though 
by no means deficient in firmness, he 
was never known to utter an angry 
word. or to punish any of his depend
ants till a day and night had intervened 
to give time for reflection. With nar
row means he was splendidly charitable 
to the poor I and, in fact, as gond and 
holy a man (a male Alia Bhaee) as his 
very imperfect religion would enabl~ 
him to become. He was regarded a.~ a 
saint both by Hindoos and Mnssulmans, 
and a message from him would have 
brought together all the population of 
the border, from the Ganges to the 
Lohoo Ghat, to lay down their lives in 
any cause which he might favour. He 
behaved with admirable fidelity to the 
English on all occasions, but he was 
almost ruined 'by Meer Khan's irrup
tion. It was. however, partly made up 
to him by a pension, to himself and his 
son, of 10,000 rupees, and the latter is 
considered as wealthy. 

The young raja had been described 
to me as a fine animated man, with 
whom I shou1d be much pleased. but I 
-saw him under unfavourable circum
atanct:!!. He had had the same fever with 
the rest of the world, was looking very 
yellow, and, as Mr. Boulderson said, 
unusually silent and out of spirits. His 
manners and appearance were, how
ever, gentlemanly, and his show of at
tendants far greater than that of the 
poor raja ofSheeshghur. He expl'('ssed 
his intention of meeting us again at Ba
nioury, at the foot of his own hills, and 
wanted Mr. Boulderson to accompany 
him from thenee to a village 'which, 
though actually on the verge of the 
forest, he reco~ended as more healthr 
and better adapted for a civil and milI
tary' station than Ruderpoor. Ruder
poor is, indeed, his 'property, and .Mr. 
Boulderson observed., that he was evi
dently very anxious to remove the 
thanna to some distance. The young 
3l8Il said that people in this conntry 

liked to live withont trouble or inter
ference; that the police were now con
tinually requiring their attendallce 
either as witnesses or arbitrators; that 
they sometimes got SUbp<I'Ua8 as far as 
to Hareilly; that, in short, when the at
torney was added to the ague, the pla<l4l 
became insupportable, and that nnless 
his tenants were left to themselves, they 
would all desert their homes. 

He mentioned, in the course of con
versationj that there was a 'tiger in an 
adjoining tope, which had dOlle a good 
deal of mischief, that he shouhl have 
gone after it himself had he not been 
ill, and had he not thought that it wonJd 
be a fine diversion for Mr. Boulder~oll 
and me. I told him I was no sports
man, but Mr. Boulderson's eyes FparkJed 
at the name of tiger, and he e.xprcssed 
great anxiety to beat up his quarters iu 
the afternoon. Under such circum· 
stances 1 did not like to deprive him of 
his sport, as he would not leave me by 
myself. and went, though with no in
tention of being more than a spectator. 
Mr. Boulderson, however, advised me 
to load my pistols for the sake of defence, 
and lent me a very fine' double-bar
relled gun fol"the same purpose. We set 
out a little after three on our elephants, 
with a servant behind each howdah 
carrying a large chattah, whirh, hoW'
ever, was almost needless. The raja, 
in spite of his fever; made his appear
anee too, saying that he could not bear 
to be left behind. A number of people, 
on foot and horseback, attended from 
our own camp and the neighbouring 
villages, and the same sort of interest 
and delight was evidently excited which 
might be produced in England by a 
great coursing party. The raja was on 
a little female elephant, hardly bigger 
than the Durham ox, and almost lUI 
shaggy as a poodle. She was a native 
of the neighbouring wood, where they 
are generally, though not always, of a 
smaller size than thgse of Bengal and 
Chittagong. He sat in a low howdah, 
with two or three gnus ranged beside 
him ready for action. Mr. Houlderson 
had also a formidable apparatus ofmus
kets and fowliug-pieces projecting over 
his mohout s head. We rode about two 
miles, acrobs a plain covered with long 
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jungle-grass, which very much put me 
in mind of the country near the Cuban. 
(Juails and wild fowl rose in great num
bers, and beautiful antelopes were seen 
scuuding away in all directions. With 
them our party had no quarrel i their 
flesh is good for little, and they are in 
general favourites both with native 
and English sportsmen, who feel dis
inclined to meddle with a creature so 
graceful and so harmless. 

At last we came to a deeper and 
more marshy ground, which lay a little 
before the tope poinWd out to us; and 
while Mr. Houlderson was doubting 
whether we should pass through it, or 
skirt it, some country people Came run
ning to say that the tiger had been 
tracked there that morning. We there
fore \yent in, keeping line as if we had 
been beating for a hare, through grass 
&0 high that it reached up to the howdah 
of my elephant, though a tall one, and 
almost hid the raja entirely. We had 
not gone fur before a very large ani
mal of the deer kind sprung up just 
before me, larger than a stag, of a dusky 
brown colour, with spreading, but nof 
palmated horns. Mr. Boulderson said 
It was a "IDrhr" a species of elk j that 
this was a yo g one, but that they 
sometimes g,\'w to an immense size, so 
that he had stood upright between the 
tips of their horns. He could have shot 
it, but did not like to fire at present, 
and said it \\'as, after all, a 'pity to med
dle wiili such harmless anunals. The 
mohr accordingly ran off unmolested, 
rising with splendid bounds up to the 
very top of the high jungle, so that his 
whole body and limbs were seen from 
time to time above it. A little further, 
another rose, which Mr. Boulderson 
said was the female; of her I had but 
an imperfect view. The sight of these 
cud~us animals had already, however, 
well repaid my coming out, and from 
the animation and eagerness of every
body rouud me, the anxiety wiili which 
my companions looked for every wav
ing of the jungle-grass, and the conti
nued calling aud shouting of the horse 
and foot, behind IL~, it was impossible 
not to catch ilie contagion of inwrest 
and entel'pri~e. 

At last the elephants all drew up 

ilieir t~ks :uto the /Ilr. began to roar, 
and to stamp violently with their fore
feet, ilie raja's little elephant turned 
short round, and in spite of all her mo
hout could say or do, took up her post, 
to the raja's great annQfance, close ill 
ilie rear of Mr. Boulderson. The oilier 
three (for one of my baggage elephants 
had come out too, ilie mohout, iliough 
unarnll'd, not caring to miss the show) 
went on slowly but boldly, with their 
trunks raised, their ears expanded, and 
ilieir sagacious little eyes bent intently 
forward. .. 'Ve are close upon him," 
said Mr. 1l0ulderson; "fire where you 
see ilie long grass shake, if he rises be. 
ilre you." Just at that moment my ele
phant stamped again violently. .. There, 
there," cried the mohout, .. I saw bis 
head I" A short roar, or rather loud 
growl, followed, and I saw immediately 
before my elephant's -head the motion 
of some large animal. stealing away 
through ilie grass. I fired as directed, 
and, a moment after, seeinj},the motion 
still more plainly, fired the-second bar
rel. Another short growl followed, the 
motion was immediately quickened, and 
was soon lost in the more distantjnngle 
Mr. Boulderson said, "I should not 
wonder if you hit him that last time; 
at any rate we shall drive him out of the 
cover, and then I will take care-of him." 
In fact, at that moment, the crowd ot 
horsa and foot spectators at the jungle 
side began to run off in all directions. 
We went on to ilie place, but found it 
was a false alarnl, and, in fact, we had 
seen all we were to see of him, and went 
twice more through ilill jungle in vain. 
A large extent of high grass stretched 
out in one direction, and this we had 
now not sufficient daylight to explore. 
In fact, that the animal so near me was 
a tiger at all I have no evidence but 
its growl, Mr. Boulderson's belief, the 
assertion of ilie mohout, and what is, 
perhaps, more valuable than all the rest, 
the alarm expressed by the elephants. I 
could not help feeling some apprehen
sion that my firing had robbed Mr. 
Boulderson of his shot, but he assured 
me that I was quite in rule; iliat ill 
such sport no courtesies could be ob
served, and that the animal, in fact, 
rose Lefore me, but that he should him-
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self have fired without scruple if he 
,had seen the rustle of the grass in time. 
Thus ended my first, lind probatoly my 
last, essay in the ., field sports" of In
dia, in which I am much mistaken, 
notwithstandinr what Mr. Boulderson 
said, if I harmed any living creatnre. 

I asked Mr. Boulderson, on our re
turn, whether tiger hunting was gene
rally of this kind, which I could not 
htlp comparing to that chace of bubbles 
which enables us in England to pursue 
an otter. In a jungle, he answered, it 
ruust always be pretty much the same, 
inasmuch as, eXCE'pt under very pecu
liar circumstances, or when a tiger felt 
himself severely wounded, and was 
roul>ed to revenge by despair, his aim 
was to remain conceal~d, and to make 
off as quietly as possible. It was after 
he had broken cover, or when he found 
him<;elf in a situation so as to be fairly 
at bay, that the serious part of the sport 
began, in which case he attacked his 
enemies holdly, and always dil'd fight
ing. He added that the lion, though 
not so large or swift an animal as the 
tiger, was generally stronger and more 
courageous. Those which have been 
killed iil India, instead of running away 
when pursued through a jungle, seldom 
seem to think its cover necessary at all. 
When they see their ooemies approach
ing, they spring out to meet them, open
mouthed, In the plain, like the boldest 
of all animals, a mastiff dog. They are 
thus generally shot with very little 
trouhle. but if they are missed or only 
slightly wounded, they are truly for
midable enemieii. Though not swift, 
they leap with vast strength and vio
lence, and their large heads, immense 
paws, and the great weight of their body 
forwards, often enable them to spring on 
the hend of the largest elephants, and 
fairly pull them down to the ground, 
riders and all. When a tif!;er sprinl,,''S 
on an elephant, the latter IS generally 
ahle to shake him off under his f('et, and 
theu woe be to him I The elephant 
either kneels au him and crn"hes him 
at once, or gives him a kick which 
breaks half his ribs, aud sends him flv
ing perhaps twenty paces. fhe ete
phants, however. are often dreaMu.llv 
&Orll, and a large old tiger somctinu'l 

clings too fast to 1c thus dt;alt with. In 
this case it often happens tbat the ele
phant himself falls, from paJU or froUl 
the hope of r!'lling on his enemy, and 
the people on his back are in -..ery con
siderable danger both from friends and 
foes, for Mr. :Uouldersou said th'! scratch 
of a tiger was sometimes venomous, as 
that of a cat is eaid to be. Dut tl,is did 
not often happen, and in gener:ll per
sons wounded by his teeth or claws, if 
not killed outfight, recovered easily 
enough. 

N{Jl)ember 21.-0ur ro:ui to-day was, 
though intersected by t" 0 or three 
water-courses, rather less rugged than 
the day before. The country, howe,er, 
is dismal enough, leavlDg everywhere 
the marks or having heen cultivated at 
no distant period, but now almost all 
overgrown with a rank v~gelatlon of a 
dU5ky, poisonous-looking plant, Some
thing like night»hade, and tall jnnl!le. 
grass, often considerably higher than 
the head ofa man on horseback, through 
which we pushed our way li1{e Gulhver 
in the Patagonian corn-field. At last, 
'we' emerged on a somewhat higher and 
drier ground, where were some of the 
largest peepul-trees I ever saw, but still 
offering a wild and dismal bhade choked 
up below with t~le vile uu~erwood 
which I have meutlOned, ancl a narrow 
and boggy path winding throu;;h it. 
On the other side we fouud oUlsehes 
among ill-cultivated rice-fidds, beyond 
which was a magnificent range of man
goe-topes, and some tombs and temples 
peeping out from among tuem. On my 
expressing some surpri~e to 'see these 
appearances of wealth and splendour at 
Ruderpoor, Mr. Boulderson ot.servcd 
that I should soon change my opilliun. 

'Ve found, in mct, on drawlDg nearer, 
all the usual marks of a diminj,hcd ami 
sickly population, a pestilenti.tl climat J

, 

and an over-luxuriant wil. The tombs 
and temples were all ruins, the hou:,es 
of the pre,ent iDhabitant~, some two or 
three score of wretched huts, such as 
even the gipseys of the 0])('11 country 
would hardly shelter in; the people 
sate hudJled together at their doors, 
wrapped in their black blanket:" and 
cowering rOtlnd little fires, "itl! pale 
faces and emaciut-:d lim Ls, '\\ hill;) the 
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groves which looked so beautiful at a very neatly and cleanly dressed, but 
ilisttllce, instead of offering. as mang<1e- looklUg grievously ill, and I felt very 
topes do in well-peopled and cultivated SOlTY that I had so little skill to h~~p 
spots, a fine open shade with a dry turf him. His fever had been on him some 
allu fresh breeze beneath it, Were all time, and he had hot and cold fits every 
choked up with jungle and nightshade, alternate day, but both, increased at 
like the peeplll-trees we had lately each return in violence and duration. 
passed amongst. Mr. Boulderson said I made him sit down, -which he 'was' 
that every time he had been here before very unwilling to do, though quite unfit 
he had found tigers in these topes. and to stand, and he told ~ his case vel'Y 
that he would have now sent an e1l'phant clearly and intelligibly. His hot fit 
or two through the bushes by way of was then on him, his pulse high, and 
precaution. had he not kIlOWll. f,'om the his tongue white, with a little mixture 
testimony of the Rajah Gourman Singh, of yellow. No saffron could be yellower 
that there was no other in the neigh. than his skill. I would . have given 
bourhood but that which we had pur- him au emetic, but was afraid, and 
sued the day before, and which was four jUdged beside that his complaint had 
or five miles off. been too long on him.-to receive benefit 

With all this Ruderpoor is a very from it. I therefore ga"e him some 
~triking, and, in many- respects, a heau- calomel pills, bidding him take two as 
tiful spot. The soil IS evidently of an soon as he got home, and one or two 
exuberant richness. The grass far every day the fever returned, giving 
overtopped the miserable houses; the him, for the intermitting days, a bottle 
few slovenly fields of wheat and of decoction of gentian, having scarcely 
.. badgerow," a kind of maize, were any bark by roe. Nothing could be 
uncommonly strong, flourishing, and more grateful than he seemed j and I 
luxuriant. The plantahll> III tne gar· \ am sure that, if faith in a remedy is 
dens were the tallest and broadest I had likely to contribute to its effieacy, that 
ever seen, and the castor-oil plant. the reclUisitp. at least was not wanting ill 
'prickly pear, and the aloe, fOrnlt..1l. him. Mr. Bouidersoll afwrwards told 
thickets of impenetrable solidity. A me thn.t gentian was a usual and valll
bright and rippling stream, which I able medicine in the malaria fever. 
should never have suspected of yielding We walked about a little in the after
unwholesome water, ran round the vile noon, and finished our day with even· 
lage; and our tents were pitched on a ing prayers. 
gl"as~y lawn, eaten down by cattle, and l\ot.ember 22.-The march betw€en 
therefore not troublesomP.!y high, under Ruderpoor and Bamoufy is not one 
the shade of some enormous old man· which can with proprit'ty be made by 
goe-trees, and commanding a very ad. night, and we therefore kept our tents 
vantageous view of the mountains, of and people quiet till four o'clock in the 
which, however, the nearer ranges morning, when they all, as I then sup
were now all which were visible. Here posed, set off ·in admirable military 
al'ain we found the village magistrate order, with advanced and rear guard, 
ill of fever and ague, too ill indeed to and main body, the venerable Soubah
come out to meet us. The second in dar on his little pony in the centre. 
authority, who brought his apology and Mr. Boulderson could not conveniently 
nuzzur, said, however, that no new march so soon, and on my tent being 
fevers were likely to be contracted now, pulled down I went to one of his, which 
the cold season having set in, and the he meant to leave at Ruderpoor to await 
people having begun to go out to burn his return, and read and wrote till he 
the jungles. After breakfast I read was ready for breakfast at half·past 
prayers with Mr. Boulderson and Ab- seven; at eight we ourselves started on 
dullah; and when the day grew warm our elephants, and under the shade of 
the head man of the village venturt'<i chatt.ahs, which protected us quite suf
out to call on me, and beg for some me- ficiently from the sun. In fact, on an 
dicine. He was a decent-looking man, elephant's back a tl'awller is so "dl 

YVL. I. 8 
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f[\iscd above the reflected heat of the 
plain, and gets 60 much of whatever 
breeze is stirring, that, at this time of 
the year, and in thesilatitudes, I should 
care little for the sun even at the hottest 
time of the ~" " 

Our road lay along an elevated cause
way, acro~s an open marshy plain, with 
many marks of former cultivation, but 
all now neglected exc<:'pt as pasture. 
Just as we were setting out the Hajah 
Gourman Singh joined us 0:1 his little 
elephant, with a small train of suwarrs 
and p~OIlS armed with matchlocks, and 
bringing with him a brace of florikens, 
which he had shot the previolls day. 
I had never seen the bird befol'e j iC is 
something larger than a black-cock, 
with urown and black plumage, and 
evidently of the bustard species. We 
thus went ou about five miles, when to 
my gt'eat vexation I found the mules, 
which I supposed were half-war, to Ba
moury, gl'lv;ing by the road-sIde, and 
the muleteers sittill~ huddled up in their 
blankets j I found tMe, out of pure lazi
ness, and not liking to set off so soon as 
four o'clock, these peopl€', who Wf're 
encamped a little separate from the rest, 
had eluded Abdullah's vigilance, and 
had not set ofl' with the cofila; taat one 
of the mules had broken his girth at the 
spot whel'e I fOllnd them, and that, on 
the preknce that they were unable to 
mend it, they had thus stopped short, 
ill about as bad a place as they could 
have selccted. My mohout undertook 
to mend the girth, which operntiou in
deed was only that of tying a ffesh 
b.110t Oil a piece of rope, and I scolded 
them on as \lell us I could, in which 
tlte mohout joinc<l me, askillg them if 
they meant to remain all llight in the 
{()I·est. They evidently heartily dis
liked the journey on which they were 
going', and one of their original num
ber had deserted two nights before. I 
had, ho}Vever, no disposable attendants 
to leaye to force them on, and I did not 
think that they would either venture to 
desert their mules in the forest, or re
mam there all night themse1 veS, and 
trw.ted to their fear of tigers as a suffi
cient motive for their followiJJg me as 
clObcly lIS possible. They again dropped 
behind. however, before we reached 

Tandah, and 0Ii.1;r two ont of fnur 111(>U, 
and seven out of twelve mules, maut: 
their appearance at night at Uamuury. 

About six miles from lluderpool' tile 
plain became wilder and more forcbt
like. The grass on eithe, biue of the 
road was almost as high as my elephant, 
with beautiful white silky tufts. A
great many scraggy trees Wt'fe scattered 
on either side, whObe branches and 
truhks showed the marks of the yearly 
cont!agratlon with which tht: cowmen 
prepare the pasture for their cattle. 
The jungle in this place was still too 
green to burn; but we saw some smoke 
rising in different places helhre u~, and 
Mr. lloulderson observed that it was 
fortunate that the fires were apparently 
on the leeward side of the roaJ. The 
last time he passed the fore~t, he and 
his brother had been in considerablt! 
danger from the flames, and were 
ohliged to put their elephants to a full 
gallop, and cross a deep allu difficult 
nullah to avoid them. The process, 
however, full as much as the cool sea
son, by admitting a free current of air 
between the trees, contributes to make 
the forest healthy, and when the young 
grass has sprung up, and the scorched 
trees have recovered their leaves, many 
beautiful glades, Mr. Boulderwu said, 
open on both sides, and the ride is Loth 
picturesque and plca~ant. As it "as, 
I own, I saw nothing appnlllllg or me
nacing in the" valley of <leath." The 
grass was high allll tht! jUllglt! thick, 60 

thick that it waS" sometimes with diffi
culty that, even on the rai~ed causeway, 
we could force our way through it; Lut 
there was nothing of that dark, dank, 
deadly -looking vegetation "hieh we 
had seen at l{uderpoor; and the majes
tic trees which from time to time 
towered over the underwood, tbe SOIlgs 
of the Lird~ and the noLle hills to 
which we were approaching, made me 
think I had passed very lliJ.UY days in 
India more unpleasantly. 

'fandah is a small place, from which 
the wo01s are cleared, now quite oyer
grO\ll1 with long grass, with a little 
brook winding clo~e to the road, and a 
hut for a police estahli~hment. which I 
know lIOt why, but at a great exp"nse 
of human life, is kept up here. Thli 
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is the only place where water is to be I drawn: ~hile if the smaller animals 
found, till travell~rs are close on Da- are looking round and round, as if dol. 
moury. Half-way between the two, sU'ing, yet afraid to draw near, they 
Goverument some years since enuea- prepare themselves immediatclr. for 
voured to sink a. well. They expended flight, or to encounter a. formIdable 
a good deal of money, and a sad num- enemy. We, however, F}W nothing of 
bel' of lives, both of natives and super- the kind, but had a peaceable and plea
intenuents, and, after all, found no sant journey till we came'to a tract 
,,'ater; though if the workmen had had where the fires had already been active, 
the wit to dig a. small channel for the where little huts and herds of diminu
water from the hills, the object might tive cattle were seen peeping out under 
have been answered cheaply and ef- the trees, and we overtook the rear
fcctually. As it is, it is something guard of our caravan, who told ns we 
strange that the high road to Almorah were near 13amoury. 
has heen made, at a great eXpellbe, to The population which we saw were 
run this Wliy at all. It is, indeed, some Khasya, or inhabitants of Kemaoon, 
little shorter than either of the other whQ Yl'aI'ly come down, after the UD

two, by Lohoo Ghat and Chilkeah, wholesome time is Q.,ver, to graze their 
and the way over the hills is shorter cattle and cultivate tlle best and drie~t 
and more easy. Eut then Chilkeah is ~pots of the forest with barley and 
f'rt'C, in comparison, from malaria; and wheat, which they rl'o.p and carry back 
the belt of forest so narrow in that witll them before April is far advilDceu, 
direction that a safe communication when they return to reap the similar, 
Inight he secured at all times of the bu.t somewhat later crops, which they 
year. For this and other reasons I had sown before they left their OWll 

IIlade up my mind to I'ctu:'n f.'am country. At the sallle nme tht'y olJ.. 
Almorllh that way. tain an opportunity of disposing of 

At Tl1.Ld..th Mr. 13ould('rfOn had their honey and, other commodities .of, 
pobted his gig, with a fresh horse, fur-' the hills, and buying dim'rent little 
ther on, about half-way through the luxuries with which the plains only, 
forest. I accompanied bim, and found and the more civilized parts of Hin
the road better than I expected, though dostan, can supply them. Many of 
we had several ddays from broken them were close by the way-side, very 
},ridgcs, thick jungle, &c" and were dark and meagre people, but strongly 
often obliged to walk some little dis- and neatly made, and not so diminutlve 
tance. The day 'was cloudy and the as tlle inhabitants of such mountains 
brt't'ze cool, so that we did not in the generally are. They were all wrapped 
least suffer from the heat; but it was up in the long black blankets of their 
curions to see how carefully my com- marshland neighbours, but very few of 
llaniou on such occasions kept his {nm, them had arms. l\iI'. 13oulderson said 
10:l11ed with ball, in his haud. This they merely carried them against ri
caution was particularly observable soon gers, for there was scarcely a more 
aftcr a jackuH had crossed our patll, peaceable or honest race in the world. 
The jackall, Mr. Boulderson observed, We now passed a rapid and gravelly 
is ccrtainly 110t, as is said, the provider brllC.k of beautiful water, overhung by 
for large animals, who want no assist- shady trees, with Khasya tents all 
ancc in finding and killing their game. round it, by which the main body 
11ut wherever a tiger is, the jackall and of our caravan had halted to repose 
the vultures usually follow him, and and drink, ·We pu~hed on, however, 
pick the bones which the lordly savage and soon began to rise by a gentle 
leaves behind. They do not, however, ascent into the gorge of a delightful 
"cnture to do this till he has fairly left valley, with woody mountains on elther 
the place; and if hunters or travellers side, and a considerable river l'UnnlDg 
find the carease of a bullock or deer through it, dashing o'\"er a rocky bot
with the'Vultur('s and jach.alls feeding, tom with great nOJ~e and violence. 
they Imow that the tyrant has with- A little above this beautiful stre::.m 

s 2 
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some miserable pucka sheds pointed 
out the Company's warehouses and 
pelice establishment,; and a sentry in 
a~ green uniform, ",1'10 presented arms 
as we came up, and a daroga who 
could hard.,. speak Hindoostanee, 
showed ns that we were already in a 
Ilew land, and within the limits of the 
Himalaya. There is a very small and 
uncomfortable room adjoining the ware
l.ause, which is usually occupied by 
travellers. Here we took shelter till 
our tents were pitched, and the view was 
so beautiful as they rose, one after the 
other, in the green but stony meadow be
l1eath, that I was some time in recollect
ing that'! ha.d many things to do, Itnd 
that no time was to be lost in preparing 
f:)r a journey under very different cir
cumstances fl"Om those In which I had 
yet travelled. I fonnd two chuprassees 
with letters from Mr. Traill and Mr. 
Adams at Almorah; the former saying 
that he had sent down his own pony 
fOl' my use, together with twenty-one 
coolies, from Almorah, being convinced 
that 1 should want nearly that number 
for the conveyance of my own baggage 
alld that of my people. He added tlmt 
two nt'w hill-tents,which he had ordered 
fur himself, were now on their road 
upwards, and that he had halted, them 
at Bamoury in the idea that they might 
be serviceable to me. 

Mr. Adams spoke of his own bad 
bealth, which had ouliged him to re
move from Almorah to Havelbagh; 
and said that though he could not be 
present to receive me, I should find his 
house at the former place ready. While 
I was reading these letters, the daroga 
returned with a pretty little boy. his 
son; they brought two plates of beau
tiful pomegranates and lemons, with a 
pot of honey, and another of milk, as a 
Ilresent. For the three first of these 
the lower range of mountains is cele-
1rated. The fourth is, as we after
wards found, a scarce article in this 
country, and therefore proportionably 
"alned. I received them with thanks, 
M indeed they 'were all very acceptable, 
and took an opportunity, shOitly after, 
of giving the little boy a rupee, as a 
civiler method of making a return, 
than giving it immediately to tlle fa-

ther. To my surprise, the child blusllt'd 
excepdingly, and said he was ashamed 
to take it, and that the things were not 
wOlth so much. This was very unlike 
a young 13engalee j however, on my 
telling him it was not as payment, 
but out of good will, and for him to 
buy" metai" (sweetmeats), with, his 
countenance brightened up. he pre,sed 
it to his forehead, and packed it up 
carefully in the folds of his ~rdle. lIe 
spoke Hindoostanee hesitatmgly, and 
like a foreign language, but I under
stood him very well. On going down 
to the tents I got packed up the things 
which I was most likely to want for 
my journey, in the bullock-trunks and 
the square petarrahs, to be carried by 
three mules j another mule was re
quired for the kitchen furniture, aud 
three more were necessary, that the 
servants whom I took with me might 
ride in turns. Our seven mules, the 
remaining five not being heard of, were 
thus accounted for. My bed was found 
not too heavy for six of the hill-coolies 
(bearers from the plain being ascer
tained to be nearly meless). One man 
carried my writing-desk, another two 
chairs and thelhysic-chest j two had 
each a basket 0 provisions and crock
ery j two carried a leaf of the folUing
table j six. the bag-gage of the Sepoys; 
and the remainder were employed a~ 
muleteers, &c. Sepoys were not abso
lutely necessary, but as I had them, 1 
thought I might as well take some, and 
I directed the soubahdar to inquire 
what men would volunteer fur this ser· 
vice, on which ten privates, a haviIdal 
and a naick, two officers answering t( 
our serjeant and ('orporal, very readil; 
came forward. The rest of the part1 
I had intended to leave at Bamoury til 
my return. It appeared, however, tha 
there was no forage for the eleph:lDt 
or camels, the trees which grew in th 
neighbourhood being all of a kiu, 
which they will not eat. This, wit 
the circumstances which I have alread 
mentioned, and the desire to see soml 
thing more of Kemaoon. determine 
me to send them to Chilkcah, and 
gave directions accordingly. Her 
however, a new difficulty arose. Tl 
mules which had been de~cribed to n 
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as furnished," ith every requisit.e for 
a journey, had neither bridles nor 
saddles of a proper kind for travelling 
in a string or bearing considerable 
weights. Nor had anybody, except 
Abdullah, ever seen the sort of panncl 
which was necessary. He lost no time, 
but sa~ down with a large packing
needle and twine, and, in less than an 
hour, made out of some of the camel 
furniture a serviceable saddle and 
bridle, such as are used in Persia. The 
camel-drivers set to work in imitation, 
and by night all the seven mules were 
equipped and ready to be loaded next 
morning. While these things were 
going on, the daroga's little boy, who 
had been watching us attentively, came 
up, and, with joined hands, asked me 
to take him with me as my servant. I 
told him I was going a long, long jour
ney, over mountains, and through jun
gles, and beyond the sea, and that he 
would be sadly tired; on which he 
blushed and said « he was sure he 
should not;" I was pleased with his 
intelligent countenance and maDner, 
and wish that I could have taken kim 
with me, and brought him up a Chris
tian. But these people are Rajpoots of 
very high caste, so that his father 
would, certainly, have stipulated that 
his caste should he respected: and, 
above all, I had really no means, with
out great inconvenience, of carrying a 
child of that age in such a journey as 1 
was engaged in. I therefore told him, 
in as good-natured a way as I could, 
that he had better stay with his father; 
and the little fellow went away very 
f!ravcly, and apparently disappointed. 
Mr. Boulderson, meantime, had taken 
his fu.hing-rod down to the river, and 
now returned with some, not large, but 
very benutiful trout, in all respects like 
those of 0111' own country. These 
formed an agoreeable accession to our 
dinner; and the cool mountain breeze, 
the nu,tling of the forest, and the inces
sant roar of the rapid stream, made 
me f"el as if I were in Europe again j 
and I again longed exceedingly for her, 
who, of all others of my acquaintanee, 
would most have enjoyed our present 
situation. l\Ir. Bouldcrson made me 
licre a present of two sheep, one of 

. " WhICh I gave to the Sepoys for a feast 
after their long march. The other was 
required for the mountains, where, ex 
cept game, meat of allY kind is seldom 
to be obtained. With soldiers of all 
countries these little atyentions go a 
great way, but with Sepoys I thiuk 
more thnn with any others. General 
Vanrenen told me that by harshness 
they were immediately discouraged, but 
that by speaking to them kindly, and 
showing a regard to their comforts, 
there was no exertion which they 
might . not be induced to make with 
cheerfulness. t, certainly, have not 
given them extraordinary trouble in 
general, but a tw,enty-one mile march 
in this climate is eppugb to try a sol
dier's temper; and the -cheerfulness 
with which they all answered my in
quiries as I overtook them on the road, 
the readiness with which they turned 
out to go up the hills ~ith me, and 
other little circumstances, have made 
me .hope that I am by no means an un
popular person with them. 

November 23. - This morning I 
mounted Mr. Traill's pony, a stout 
shaggy little white animal, whose birth .. 
place might have been in Wales, instead 
of the Himalaya. Mr. Boulderson was 
on a similar one, which he had brought 
from the hills some years before. lIe 
was equipped for the journey with a 
long spear, had his gun, a double-bar
relled one, loaded with ball and shot, 
carried close to him, and two men witli 
matchlocks, who seemed his usual at
tendants. By l,is advice I had my 
pistols, and he also lent me a double
barrelled gun, saying we might see 
tigers. After a good deal of trouble ill 
getting the mules and coolies starteu, 
we proceeded on our journey as it be
gan to dawn, a night march being not 
very safe amid these mountains, and 
the beauty of the seener)' being of itstll 
a sufficient motive to see all which" us 
to be seen. The road was, c('rtainly, 
sufficiently steep and rugged, and par
ticularly when intersected by torrent~, 
I do not think it was passable by horses 
accustomed only to the plain. I Vias 
myself surpriRed to see how dexterously 
our ponies picked their way over large 
rolling pebbles and broken fragments 
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~~~~--.----------------------------of rock, how firmly they planted their going down to their allnual cultivation 
fl'Ct, and with how little distress they in the forest. The men were <lll Initi
conquered some of the steepest ascents dIe-sized, slender, and active, of not 
I ever climbed. The ~Otintry as we ad- dark complexions, but VCI'Y poorly :mol 
"\'allced became exceedin~ly beautiful scantily dressed. All were unarmed. 
and romanti9J It reminaed me most except with large sticks. The women 
of Norway, lint had the advantage of migltt have been good-looking if they 
l'ound-topped trees, instead of the un- had b!!en less sun-burnt and toil-" om, 
wearied spear-like outline of the pine. or jf their noses and ears IIad not been 
It would have been like some parts of so much enlarged by t}te weight of the 
\Yales, had not the hills and precipices metal rings with "VIhich they were or
been much higher, and the valleys, or namented. Their dre~s was a roarse 
rather dells, narrower and more savage. cloth wrapped round their" aiot, with 
We rould seldom, from the rang-e on a black Llanket over tllC head aTJd 
which the road ran, see to the bottom f>houlders. All had silver bracelets 
of any of thein, and only heard the and anklets, apparently of ~llv('r a18(', a 
rOlr and rUllh of the river which "e circumstance which, to an European 
had left, and wllich the torrents which eye, contrasted singubrly with the 
foarried across our path were hastening exceeding poverty of their gelleral ;\p-
to Join. peaTanee. 

We saw several interesting plants Their industry s('emsvery grer.t. In 
e.nd animals; Mr. EouJder~oll shot two every part where the declivity was le;s 
black and purpl.! pheasants, and a steep, so as to admit a plough or a EpIlJe, 
jungle heu; wc saw some beautiful we found little plots of ground, borne
little white monkeys, called by the times only four feet wide, and ten or 
people "Goullee," gambolling on the twelve Jong, in careful and neat culti
trees; and heard, which, perhaps, vation. Some of these were ranged in 
pleased me most of all, the notes of an little terraces, one ahoye the other, sup
English thfllsh. The bird, however, ported by walls of loose stones; and 
though Mr. Boulderson said it is of the these eviolences of industry and popu
thrush kind, is black. For a short dis- lation were the more striking, because 
tance the vegetation did not differ rna- we literally dhl not pass a single hahita
tcri,ally from that of the plains., The tion; and even at Beemth~l, besides tr.e 
fir.t peculiarities I sa.w were some Company's guard-room and warehou;;es, 
nettles of very great size, and some only one miserable hut was vbibh:. 
magnificent creepers which hung thei.r BeemtMl is, however, It very bt>autiflll 
wild cordage, as thick as a ship's cable place. It is a little mountain-valley, 
and covered with broad bright leaves, surrounded on three ~ides by woolly 
from tree to tree over our heads. After hills, aud on the fourth hy a tra ct of 
about an hour and a half's ascpnt, Mr. green meadow, with a fine lake O! cleur 
n,)ulderson pointed out to me some water. A small and very rude pagoda 
dog-rose trees, am\ a nUmber of rasp- of grey stone, with a coarse slate roof, 
berry bushes, with here and there a under some fine Pefpul-tl'ees, locked 
small but 110t very thriving evergreen like a little cburch; and tlle wllOle 
oak. We 500n after saw a good many scene, except that the hills were higher, 
cherry-trt.'Cs, of the common wild Eng- so strongly reminded me of Wales, that 
lish sort. in full blossom, and, as we I felt my heart beat as I entered it. As 
turned down a steep descent to BeemtMI, we alighted, a man came up with an
we \la8~ed under some pear-tree~, with other basket of fiue trol1t; and after a 
the fl'llit already 5et, and a wild thicket, good deal ofbrushing and patchill/!, we 
I will not call it jungle, of raspberry and sllcceeded(noverye~y task) in makkg 
llilben;y bushes on either side of our the rninous apartment, appropriated fur 
path. We had sufficient proof during travellers, look rea"onably dect'nt and 
our ride that the country, wild /l~ it i", romfortable. It was in the first in
is not uninhabited. We met two or stance more like "l(lne~ome lodge," in 
three colllpanics of Khllsya pt'a."uutry thl) old lmlbd of "The Hcir of Lynne;" 
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than anything which I have seen. It 
was II smgle small roum, with a clay 
floor, two windows without glass, the 
!>hutters blOken to pieces, and a roof of 
un hewn rafters of fir, with the bark 
laid between tlll'lll. There was a fire
place, however, and some remains of a 
wate, a pro!'pect the more agreeable, 
masmuch as ewn now, thongh Dearly 
the hottest part of the day, wc found 
the ~un by no rueaus urlplt:asant, :lnd 
walked up and down in our cloth coats 
and worsted stockings, as if we had 
bt-en in England. BeemtMI is, indeed, 
320n feet abo'-e the level orthe sea, and 
2700 above the plain of Rohilcund. 
Yet even now, Mount Gaughur, which 
cloBc(l ollr prt'sent prospect, wa.., 5400 
feet higher than we were; and if we 
had been on Mount Gaughur we should 
have seen peaks of 16,OUO feet above us 
still ! 

We passed a very ('he~rful and pleas
ing eveuing round our blazing hearth; 
uud, by help of blankets and great-coats, 
found our beds extremely comfortable. 

lYovember 24.-1.11'. Boulderson left 
me this morning, and I believe we 
parted with mutual reb'Tet; his pursuits 
and amusements were certainly very 
different from mine, but I found in him 
a fine temper and an active mind, full 
of information respecting the countl·y, 
animals, and people among whClm he 
had passl>U several years; and on the 
whole I do not thillk I have acquired 50 
lUuch of this kind of knowledge in so 
short a time from any per80n "'hom I 
have met with in India. I myself re
mained ut BeemthJl.l this day, partly to 
l'est my people after their two revere 
marehes, partIy to see another lake or 
.. thaI," at a short distance, which was 
said to be finer than that before me. 

I set off as soon as Mr. Boulderson 
had left me, ahout six o'clock in the 
morning, on tIlt' white pony, with a 
Khasya guid~, Mr. Traill's saees, and 
two :::;epoys, who had for some time 
shown on all occasions a great zeal to 
aecompauy rue. One of these is the 
mun who I;:Dt leave to see his brother. 
The other IS a nrahmin, a very decent 
middle-aged man, oue of the number 
who was sick in Oude. He is foud of 
telhllg me stories of his c!lmpaif..'llS, 

whiclf he says have nIany of 'them 
been among I)lountains in Mal wah and 
Dundekund. . He owns, however, that 
the mountains here are larger than anv 
which he has yet visited j even respect
ing these I found him not ill-informed, 
both as to the holl jJlaces situatecl 
among them, Dhadrmilth, Gungootree, 
&c., the situation of the source of the 
Ganges, which he correctly stated, ill 
answer to a question which I put to 
try him, to be on this side of the snowy 
mountains, and the scenes where battles 
were fought during the Ghorkhali war. 
The other soldier had not much to say, 
but was exceedingly civil and willing 
to oblige, and had a pair of the longest 
'and mo~t nimble legs, and tbe strongest 
arms I have seert:' The latter were 01 
some l!se to me this morning, our stupid 
guide having h·d me along a path so 
narrow, that MI'. Traill's pony had 
neither room to turn nor to advance 
with ID(, 011 his back, 'nor could I ('on
veniently di~moullt, having one knee 
pressed against a steep bank, and the 
opposite foot hanging over the rocky 
edge of a brook some ten f .. et high. I 
had nothin~ for it but to elimb the 
bank, and m so doing I found a most 
,-aluable I'Upport in this man's ann, 
while nothing could exceed his zeal ill 
the cause. The pony still could not 
advance till his holsters were taken off; 
and to avoid such rioks in future, I told 
the long-legged Sepoy to go on next to 
the guide, and give -w'arning if we were 
coming to a place which the horse could 
not pass. The path lay along a very 
elevated valley, nearly bare of trees, 
hut cultivated with a most persevering 
industry almost to the mountain's top . 
The bleak appearance of the place, its 
general features, its strong soil, and tile 
extent of agriculture, ,a,. !,l'()od deal re
minded me of that part of lJanarmon 
which is near the "Ta'vern DWl'ck." 
I passe~ no village, nor more than one 
house. \. This last, however, was very 1 
intel'estlllg, being a water-mill, with au 
overshot wheel, which is supplied l)y 
the brook where I so narrowly missed a 
tumble. The mill, though exceedingly 
rude, WIlS of the same Fort as in other 
countries, but was the tiniest specimen 
which I ever ~aw. The stones were liot 
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;;;ll'ger than would Lerve a reubonable 
hand-mill: the building so small that 
nobody could cnter but on their hands 
aud kneeli j and the sacks of corn and 
flour dispnsed about the door were all on 
th!.' same Lilliputian scale,) The lake 
which I went t<tsee, the name of which 
is Nongungee, disappointed me. It is 
a very pretty secluded mountain tarn, 
with some rock amI wood around it, 
and its surface covered "With fine water
lilies, but neither so large nor so beau
tifLLl. as Beemthal. I was glad, how
eyer, that I ha<l come, and returning a 
different way, had a very fine view of 
the other bide of this secluded valley, 
which is more rugged and woody than. 
that on which I had been hitherto look
ing. 

The Khasya nation pretend to be all 
Rajpoots of the highest caste, and very 
scrupulous in their eating and drinking. 
They will not even sell one of their 
little mountain cows to a stranger, un
less he will swear that he neither will 
kill it himself. llor transf~r it to any
hody else in order to be killed: a;ld as 
these cows give very little milk, and as 
their abhorrence of f\!athers leads the 
cottagers to keep no poultry, a stranger 
passiLg through their country, who ("an
nat kill his own p;ame, or who has not 
nch a fdend as Mr. lloulderson to do 
it for him, stands a bad chan('c of ob
taining any supplies, except very 
CO.lrse hlal?k bread and water, with per
haps a little honey. They are a modest, 
gentle. respectful p~opl~, hone,t in their 
dea1in~s, and as remarkable for their 
love ot truth as the Puharrees of Raj
mahal and Boglipoor. As their lan
guage is different from that of Ilindos
tan, I was anxious to know whether it 
resembled that of these other moun
taineers, but fonnd that a party who, on 
(lne occasion, accompanied 1\11'. Traill 
to Heng'<ll, were unmtelligihle to the 
southern Puharree. Indeed, their real 
or pretended Rajpoot descent would, of 
itself, proye them to be a ditferent 
race. Tho"e who wt'nt with l\h. Traill, 
I learned fl'om Mr. llouldel'son, who 
\l'a'! also of the l,arty, took 110 notice 
whatever of the Rajmahal hills, eve II 
"ben passing oyer them. 1\11'. Boul
derson said, .. Are yoa 110t pleased to 

see mouutains ag<lin ?" " \Vhat mouu
tains? ,. was their reply. .. Th'!se 
mountain~, to be sur<,," ret~·rned he. 
H They are not monntains, they are 
playthmgs," was their answer. In 
comparison with their own thl'J might, 
indeed, say so without affectation. 

November 25.-This moming ",e !'e
gan to pack by four o'clock, but owing 
to the restiveness of the mult·s ami the 
clumsiness of the people, di veTS aed
dents occurred, the most serious of w hie h 
was the bursting of one of the petarralts. 
At length we got off', and a~r eoasting 
the lake for one mill', went for ahout -~ 
thirteen more by a DlOht ste<'p and rug
.ged road, over the neck of Mount G<lll
ghur, through a succ~s.ion of glcII!, 
forests, and views of the mORt suL!ime 
and beautiful de:'(,l'iptioll. I never saw 
such pr<>"pects before, and lind forr,ll'd 
no adequate idea of such. My attention 
was completely strained, and Illy rj~S 
filled with tears, everything arouud \I as 
~o wild and mJgnilicent that man ap
peared as nothillg, and I felt my.df as 
if climbing the w:'p~ of the altar of 
God's great temple. The tr~es, as" e 
advanced, were in a large proportion 
fir and cedar, but Ul(\lIY Wt'I'~ ilex, uwl 
to my surprise I still SJW, ('ven in t!t('f(! 
Alpine tracts, many venerable pecpul
trees, on which the \I hit~ mon1.l'Ys w('r,· 
playing their {!amhok A monkey Ll 
also found in these Jlills as lar!.!:e a, :l 

large dog, if IDy guides are to'be ;'''
lieved. Tigers used to be very COlll

mon and mischievous, but fillet' the 
English have ~requented. the conn try 
are scarce, and In comparhOIl Vl'r} ~hy. 
There are also many WOIVl-"l and bear~. 
and some chamois, two ofwhit-h I,as.,ed 
near us. :My Si'poys wanted me to ·hoot 
one, and ofiercd, with my leave, to tId 
so themselve~, if I did not like tile wui k 
which would be necessary. But my 
people wouJJ not have paten thr-fIl. l 
myself was well supplied with pro\ i· 
sians, and I did not wish to destroy an 
innocent animal merely for th(' sake of 
looking at it a little closer j I therefore 
told th~m it was not my cu~tOlll 
to kill anything wllich was not mis
chievou~ :md u6ked if the\' would Mand 
bv me if w~ saw a ti~;'r or a hear. 
1'hey promised eagerly 'not to f.lit me. 
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l'l'uken their words. cultivated in narrow terraces. with p~r-
ind I Jo Dot think they would have I of wh~h, to a very gJ'~at height, are 

After winding up severing :mdAlbstinate industry, thongh 
A "itd romaltt,,, e1.".m that .lant .. d the soil is 1'0 stony that many of the 
Do,,!! the st .... p Illll, nthwart a cedar cover, little fields more resemble the deposit 
A .... '81(8 r.1.,oe, as boly and enchanted of a torrent than an arable piece of 
A; " .. r >ene.lth the "ailing moon was m·ound. The Comp:,lliy's warehouse 

I Runted ". 
II, \rOman wailtng fur her demon lover," and guard-house stand at a little height 

above the village; and the head man ot 
W~ arrived at the gorge of the pass, in the place came to meet me with some 
all IlId~nt bt.'tween the two principal limall trout, and, what to me were a 
Sllfi.IPits of Mount Gaughut, near 8000 great rarity, some young potatoes. 
feet above the sea. A nd now the snow1 The view much reminded me of Drios
mountains, which had heen so long tnen, in Norway; and though the snowy 
eclipsed, opened on us in full magni- mountains were not -visible, and though, 
licence. except on Monnt Gaughur, there was 

N undidevi was immediately oppo- ,pot much wood, the picture formed was 
site: Kedar Nath was not visible from exceedingly striking. 
our present situation, and Mern only There was a emle at Ramghur dur
seen as a very dibtant single peak . .The ing the time of the Ghorkha power, now 
t'llstern mountains, however, for which dismantled and gone to decay. A good 
I have obtained no name, rose into great deal of iron ore is also found in the 
consequence. and were very glorious neighbourhood, which the inhabitants 
.)bjects as we wound down the hill on of the small village were employed in 
the other side. The guides could only washing from its grosser imputi.ties, 
tdl m~ that" thty were a great way off, and'fitting it to be transported to Almo
and bordered on the Chinese empire." rah .for smelting. Why they do not 
They are, I ~uppose, in Thibet. fmelt it on the spot 1 c.ould not learn, 

llhadrinli.th is a famous place of pi!- 8ince there is wood enough on Mount 
,:rrimaj1;e for the Hindoos. The Kharya Gaughur. 
guide, however, said, that the temple I walked to the village in the after
was considerably on this side the snow, noon, and found Mr. Traill's chupras
which last uone but the deotas had see putting all the milch goats which 
visited before the "Sahib Log" (Eu- the poor people possessed ill requisition, 
ropeans) came into the country. Mr. to obtain some milk for my tea. The 
Traill has abccnded a considerable way goats were very reluctant, but a little 
up it. Almorah, I was told, might be was at length obtained, which, mueh 
seen from hene-c; the hill on w hieh it against the chuprassee's will, I paid for, 
stands they made me see, I believe, but and also gave a few pice to some of 
I could not dihtinguish any houses. On the children, which soon drew a crowd 
Mount Gaughur I fouud the first ice after me. The houses, people, children, 
which I have come in contact with. and animals showed marks of poverty. 
The little streams on the northern side Almost all the children were naked, 
of the hill had all a thin crnst on them: and the grown persons. except their 
and the }lOar-fl'()~t, in one or two places, black blankets, hlld scarcely a rag to 
made the path so ~lippery, that I thought cover them. The houses were ranged 
it best to dismount from the pony. In- in a line with a row of still smaller huts 
deed, though the sun was already high, opposite, which seemed to be for their 
and I was w .. rUlly dressed, a walk down cattle, though in England they might 
the hill to our halting-place at Ram- have passed for very poor pig-sties. 
ghur W,I~ by no meaDS unpleasant. The houses, indeed, were little better, 

Ramghur is a wry sIllall aud poor none of them high enough to stand 
"ilIage, the first which I had seen in up in, the largest not more than ten 
Kemauon, !>eated hy a fine rapid stream I feet square, and the door, the only 
ill a narrow winding valley. the sides aperture, a square hole of about fou1" 
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f~et every way. The people were little 
and slender, but apparently muscular 
and active j their cOlmte]Jances inteUi
g~nt aud remarkably wild, and one or 
two of their women were not very far 
removed from pretty. This tribe of 
the Khasya nat' on, the chuprassee told 
me, are decidedly of migratory habits, 
dividing their time between the hills 
and tile fOl'eSt, aCCI'lfIliug to the seasons, 
and it was thus that he accounted for 
tbe, miserable state of their habitations. 
They very cheerfully and civilly showed 
me the manner in which they wash the 
ore, which is done by enclosing it in 
large wicker baskets, like those made to 
catch eels in England, surrounded par
tially by a goat-skin, but with a hole at 
the smaller ex.tremity. This is placed 
under a stl'eam of water conveyed in the 
same manner, and within an almost 
Ilimilar hut as the corn-mill which I 
had seen the day before, and the earth 
is thus washed away, leaving the iron 
behind. 

Even here are numerous traces of 
the superstition of India. We passed 
Rome rudely-carved stones, with sym
bols of Brahminical idolatry j and 
three miserable-looking beggars, two 
Brahmins, and a viragee, came to ask 
alms, ill a strange mixture between 
Khasya and Hindoostanee. A traveller, 
wrapI)ed in long cotton cloths, with a 
long matchlock on his ~hou]Jer, a 
shield and sword on his left side, on a 
pretty good horse, and attended by a 
ragged saees carrying two petarrahs, 
passed us ~nd went on to the village. 
Abdullah said ~hat he knew him by his 
dress to be a Sikh, and that he had 
probably been in search of employ
ment as a soldier, either from the l:a
jah of Kemaoon, the Gho;'k.has, or, per:
haps, the Chinese. He was a. very 
picturesque figure, and curious as a 
specimen of the irregular mercenary 
troops of India. 

My own St'poys had a grievous qU:lr
reI with the" Goomashta," or agent of 
the Company's warehouse, and I was 
appealed to loudly by both parties j the 
soldiers calling on me as .. Ghureeb 
purwar,"-the goomashta, not to be 
olltJone, exclaiming, "Dtlnai Lor(l 

Sahib! Donai! H,:ljah," I f<lund tll,lt 
good /lour, which sold at TIuderpool' ;:t 
thirty-eight seer for the nlpf'C, "'as he.!! 
at fifteen seer only, and that the mix
ture which the man offt'\'ed to tIle 
SC'ldiers was really so full of bl'Jn, altd 
even chaff, ru; to be fit for nothing bat 
an elephant. The man said, in reply, 
that he went by the Company's nll'a
sure, and the regulation prIce j that all 
flour, ex.cept such as we saw, was &earcc 
and dear in this part of Kewaoon; 
VIat he was allowed, in consequence of 
his situation, to charge more; and that 
the people and soldiery of the country 
desired no better than that which he 
furnished. I terminated the qrmrrd at 
last by paying the difference in price, 
amounting to no mor(' than one rUpt't', 
between the good alld the bad, and all 
sides were satibficu and thankful. 

November 26.-This morning we 
proceeded along a narrow vall\'y to a 
broken bridge over the torrent, be) like 
in scenery and circum,tances to that 
ealled Alarm Bmg, in Dont' in Nor
way, that I could have ahno~t fall<'i"d 
m)'self there. We fOl'dt'd the stream 
Wlthout difficulty, though oyer a very 
rugged bed j but, durilJg the rains, one 
of the chuprassees told me, a rope 
which I saw hanging loo~eJyacro~~ the 
ruined arch was to transport the pOtt-
man or any other passenf!'l'l'. lIe was 
seated in a basket hung I,y a loop {lll 

this rope, and drawn over, l,a('kwards 
and forwards, by two sIllaller ones 
fastened to the basket on each side. 
This is an ingeuious thollf!h simple 
method of conveyanc(', which j" prac
tised ah,o by the catchers of sea-fo\\ 1 
on many pal't'i of the coast of Norway; 
it was the only ~ ay formerly in use (jf 

passiu9 torrents or chasms in the!oe 
countries; and the stone bridges whieh 
the English have erected are very iii 
able to re:;ist the tlOod3 of the railJY 
season, which nl~h, down these d('l'p 
de~cents with great violence and ra
pidity. Bridges on ~fIo. ShaklFl'e:ll"l' 
plan are best calculated for tJl:' 
country. 

The snowy peaks had been concl':1I:"j 
(,1'er sinc\! we d"SCt'll(lcd Gang-hur, but 
the country iF "till very sublime; It'!-s 
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woody. less luxuriant than the southern 
side of that mountain, but still moulded 
in the most majestic forms, and such 
as I hardly knew whether to prefer or 
no to the ~plcIlllid scenery which I had 
passed. The road is yet more rugged 
aud steep than tImt over the Gaughur, 
aud the precipices higher j or rather, 
perhaps, their height is more seen be~ 
cause the trees are fewer and more 
stunted, and there is nothing to break 
the view from the brow to the "ery 
bottom, with its roaring stream, and 
narrow shingly meadows. I know not 
what is the reason or instinct which 
induces all animals accustomed to 
mountain travelling, such as mules, 
sheep, black cattle, and such ponies as 
I was now riding, to go by preference 
as near the edge as possible. I havE' 
often observed, and have been pU7.z1ed 
to account for it. The road is, indeed, 
smoother and most beatt'll there, but it 
has been this predilection of theirs, 
which has, in the first instance, made 
it so. My present pony had this pre
ference very decidedly, :ui<! I often 
found him picking his way along, what 
I should have thought, the extreme 
verge of safety. I was satisfied. how
ever, that he knew best, and therefore 
let him take his own course, though 
my consta.!'!t attendants, the two Sepoys, 
often called out to him, .. Ah, Pearl 
(his name), go in the middle, do not 
go on the. brink." The fact is, that 
though there is some fatigue, there is 
no danger in any part of the road, if a 
person is properly mounted and not 
nervous. 

The long-legged Sepoy, who is I find 
a Brahmin as well as his comrade, is 
certainly an excellent walker; when I 
stopped, as I made a point of doin~ 
from time to time, for my party and 
my horse to take breath, he always said 
he was not tired: and he fairly beat 
the Kemaoon chuprassees-, though na
tives of the country. Both he and the 
elder man professed to like their jour
ney exceedingly, and the latter was 
greatly delighted this morning, "hen, 
on climbing a second mountain, we 
had a more extensive and paIl()ramic 
"iew of the icy range than" e had seen 
before, and the guides IJCtiut\!d out 

l\[e~! .. That, my Lord (he cried 
out), is the greatest of all mountains! 
out of that Gunga. flows I ,. The 
younger, who is not a man of many 
words, merely muttered" flam I flam I 
flam!~' _'\ 

I had expected. frofu this hill, to see 
something like a table-Iantl or elevated 
plain, but found, instead, nothing but 
oue range of mountains after the other, 
quite as rugged, and, generally speak
ing, more bare than those which we 
had left, till the horizon was terminated 
by a vast range of ice and snow, ex
tending its battalion of white shining 
spears from east to west, as far as the 
eye could follow it; the principal 
points rising like. towers ill the glitter
lDg rampart, but all counected by a 
chain of humbler glaciers. On oue of 
the middle range of mountains before 
us, a little lower than the rest, some 
white buildings appeared, and a few 
trees, with a long zigzag road winding 
up the face of the hilL 

This, I was told, was the city and 
fortress of Almorah. 'I'te other nearer 
features in the view were WIDe exten
sive pine-forests, some scattered vil
lae:es of rather better appearance than 
'thOse which we had left, and the same 
marks of industry in the suecessiye 
terraces by which all' the lower parts 
of the hills are intersected. These 
have by no means a bad effect in the 
landscape. The lines are too short 
and too irregular to have a formal ap
pearance; the bushes and small trees 
which grow on their bri.Ims look at a 
little distance exactly like hedges; and 
the low stone walls, 60 far as they are 
discernible at all, seem natural ac
companiments to steeps so rugged aLd 
craggy. 

The mountains which I passed in 
these stages were all, so far as I saw, 
of limestone. There are, indeed, vast 
detach~d masses of granite lying every
where f.>n the side of the hills, in the 
"Valleys and the torrents j and the peaks 
of the mountains, if I had climbed up 
to them, would doubtless have provt'd 
of the same substance. But limestone 
and coarse slate are the materials of 
which tlle road and walls are made; 
and the few cottagcs which I have scen 
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of a better appearance than the rest (1 
passed two more villages in this day's 
march) are built and roofed with the 
same materials, as are al:ib the Govern
ment warehouses. I saw many Eu
ropt-an plants to-day. Cher&y-trees 
were numerous I observed a good 
d~al of honeysuckle and some hips and 
haw3, anu one of the guides brought 
me a large hl!illdful of bilberries. I 
saw, however, no ice; and indeed I had 
many opportunities of Observing, that 
high as we had climbed in the course 
of the day, we were not so high as 
when on the top of Gaughur. No
thing could be finer than the climat3. 
Though the sun was hot before we got 
to our station, the distance being seven 
co~s, it was not unpleasant at any time 
of the day ; nor, though in the shade 
it was certainly col,ll and chilly, was it 
more so than is 1J.S1lally felt in England 
in the fincst part of October. 

My Sepo)'s, who, as all water-drinkers 
are, are cl'ltics in the beverage, praised 
exceedingly t~e purio/ and lightness of 
the little streams which gushed across 
the road. Mr. Boulderson, indeed, had 
told me that the Khasyas pride them
selves much on their springs, and have 
becn known to refuse advantageous 
situations in the plain, saying, " How 
can we get good water there?" This, 
however, does not seem to militate 
against their annual emigration. All 
the villages which we passed were 
empty, the people having gone to Da
moury for the winter. Obe or two 
cottal$c~, however, were still inhabited 
round the Company's post, the master 
of one of which, who, though dressed 
like a common Khasya peasant, said 
he was the Zemindar of the district, 
b~ought me some beautiful lemons and 
some young potatoes, both the produce 
of his garclen. Potatoes are much liked 
by the mountaineers, and are becoming 
very (lOmmOll. They are, perhaps, 
among the most valuable presents which 
they are likely to receive from their 
l:ew masters. 

My attention here, as elsewhere, is 
never quite withdr,twn from missionary 
inquiries, but in these annual emigra
tiOll!! I see a great hindrance to their 
reception of the Gospel or thfl educa-

tio11 of their children. At Almorab, 
however, and in the other towru., the 
case is, in some respects, diflercl' t. 

The Company'S post is a small Lun
galow, with a st111 smaller guard.room, 
which latter could only accommodate 
the Naitch and his party whom we 
found in possession, while the stony 
soil all around would not admit of our 
pitching the tents. The soldiers and 
servants were, therefore, obliged to 
sleep in the 'Open air. 

Durin/? the afternoon, and soon after 
I had fimshed my early dinner, a very 
fine cheerful old man, with staff and 
wallet, walked up and took his place 
by one of the fires. He annoullced 
himself as a pilgrim to Bhadrinii.th, and 
said he had previously visited a hc,iv 
place in Lahore, whose nante I rouJJ 
not make out, and was last returnea 
from Jugger(fLth and Calcutta, \\hcnce 
he had intended to visit the Burman 
territories, but was prevented by the 
war. He was a native of Oude, but 
hoped, he !>aid, before he fixed himself 
again at home, to see Bombay and 
Poonah. I asked him what made him 
undertake such long journeys? He 
said he had had a good and affectionate 
son, a havildar in the Company's ser
vice, who always sent him money, and 
had once or twice come to see him. 
Two years back he died, and left him 
s.ixteen gold mohurs, but since that 
time, he said, he could settle to nothing, 
aud at length he ha.d determined to go 
to all the most holy spots he had heard 
of, and travel over the worlU till his 
melancholy .legacy was exhausted. I 
told him I would pay the goomashta 
for his dinner that day, on which he 
thanked me, and said "so many great 
men had shown him the same kind
ness, that he was not yet in want, and 
had never been obliged to ask for any
thing." He was very curious to know 
who I was, with so many guards and 
servants in such .Ii place; and the name 
of " Lord Padre" was, as u;,ual, a great 
puzzle to him. lIe gave a very copious 
account of his travels, the greater part 
of which I understood pretty wdl, and 
he was much pleased by the intere<t 
which I took ill his adventures. lIe 
remal'hcd that I1imiosun was the finest 
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country and the most plentiful which he mann~r. but on the whole he was a fine 
had seen. Next to that he spokewrll of old pilgrim, and one well suited to 
Sindc. where he said things were still II Repay with many a tale the ni!(btly bed." 
cheaper, but the water not so good. 
Lahore, Bengal, and Orissa, none of A nightly bed, indeed, I had not to 
them were favourites, nor did he speak offer him, but he had as comfortable a 
well of Kemaoon. It might for all he berth by the fire as the Sepovs could 
knew, he said, be healthy, but what make him, and I heard his 10lid cheer
was that to him, w~o was never ill any- fuI T'oice telling stories after his mess 
whl're, so he could get bread and water? of rice and ghee, till I myself dropped 
There was something flighty in his asleep. 

.. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

ALMORAH TO 1I1I;ERUT. 

Trees used a.. GaUo\\ s-Bhootpahs-Kemaoon suhiect to r",rthquakes- Uav,ll>agh-V pj(e!J!tion 
in Kemaooll-Animals and Birds-Wild DO/:I--Vi.its rlOm Vakeel and PundIt-Cold at 
Pruny-Poverty of Ghur" .. li-Koosilh\ Uiv ..... -l'e.cription of Okul Doon!!a-l'lllihheet 
Rice-Emetic Property of Wild Tea-Gborklul lIov-'lanner of catching f'i.h-Cashipoor 
-Women8pinning-White Bulfalo-Sugat !l1I11--Impellal Tree-Moradahad-\Iakmg lee 
-Yogi. and Tlgers-Canes set on tire by l'r(cuon-Party Ohupp08ed llhcela-ThuJ(s. 

NovEMnER 27.-As we had to climb 
the eastern side of so steep a hill as 
that on which Almorah stands, I con
c<;,ived that the sun migllt possibly be 
troublesome, and startcd a little earlier 
than I had done the two preceding 
days j we descended into a yalley with 
a very rapid river, the Koosilla, run
ning through it. over a rugged and 
stony bottom. The abutment.~ of a 
brIdge which had, as usual, lost its 
prch, and had only its slack rope, 
pointed out the place where we were to 
cross by rather a difficult ford. One of 
my follower~, a poor Pariah dog, who 
had come with us all the way from Ba
reilly f()f the sake of the scraps which 
I had ordered the cook to give him, 
and, by the sort of instinct which most 
dogs possess, always attached hhnself 
to me as the head of the party, was so 
alarIned at the blackness and roaring 
of the water, that he sate down on the 
brink and howled pitifully when he 
saw me going over. When he found it 
was a hopelPss case, however, he mus
t:!red cvurage aud followed. But, 011 

reaching the- other side, a new distress 
awaited him. One of my faithful Se
poys had lagged behind as well as him
&t'lfj and when he found the usual 
number of my party not complete, he 
ran back to the brow of the hill and 
howled, then hurried after me as if 
afraid of being himselfleft behind, then 
back again to summon the loiterer, till 
the man came up. and he Ul)prehended 
that all wus going on in its usual rou-
• 

tine. It struck me forcibly to find tl]l~ 
same dog-like aud amiable qualities in 
these neglected animals, as in dlCir 
more fortunate brethren of l:urope. 
The dog had, before this, been rather a 
favourite vith my party, and this will, 
I think, establish him in their go<xl 
graces. 

l\' e had two more toilsome aEcents, 
and another deep and bla('k ford to 
pass before we reached the foot of the 
hill of Almorah. The town is ap
proached by a. very long aud steep zig
zag Toad, which a few resolute men 
mi!]ht def(·ud against an amlY. On 
seelllg the impenetrable nature of this 
whole country, one cannot help won
dering how it eYer should have becn 
conquered. Its first Eubjection, how
ever, by the Ghorkhas was in conSt" 
quence of a disputed succession, and 
forwarded by the dissensions of the 
people themselves. Its reeent conquest 
by the British was aided by the good
will of' all the natives, whom the cruelty 
of their masters had difiposed to take 
part with any invader. The Khasyas 
in every village lent their help, 1101 

Oilly as guides. but in draggillg OUI 

guns up the hills. and giving every 
other assistance which they could b1lp

I"ly. 
I was met by Mr. TraiIl about half 

a mile from the town, mounted 011 a 
little pony like that which he had bent 
me. '.Ve rode together under a ~pT(ad
ing tooll-tree, so like an a"h that I ( t 
fil'st nlistook it for one. There are fou r 
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ot' these tr(-cs ill the foul' approaches to 
the town, oue or other of which is the 
w.ual gallows, when, which happens 
rarely, a capital execution takes place. 
Undt!r the Uhorkhas all four were kept 
in almost constant employment. I 
have, indeed, had reason to find, from 
the conversation of my guides with 
Abdullah, that this province is one of 
the part~ of our Eastern empire where 
the British Government is most popu
~r, and where we are still really re
garded as the ddiverers of the people 
ii'om an intolerable tyranny. I men
tioued this to 1\11'. Traill dnring our 
ride. He said that the Ghorkha g0-
vernment had, certainly, been very 
tyrannical, less flOm the commands or 
inclination of the Court of Catmandn, 
thau ffom its want of power to keep in 
order the nlilitary chiefs, by whom the 
conquest of the province had been 
e1fect.:d, and who not only had divided 
the lands aruong themselves, without 
rC1:,r:ll'd to the rights of the ancient pro
prietors, but, on any arrears of rent, 
wId the wives and children of the pea
sants iuto slawry, to an amount which 
was almost incl'ediLle; punishing, at 
the same time, with barbarous severity, 
every appearance of mutiny or discon
tent \V IJich thpse horriLle proceedings 
excited. lIe said that, at the present 
moment, haldly any young persons 
were to be found through the country, 
who, during the Ghorkhd government, 
hali been o1'a marketable age. Children 
there were in plenty, but onty such as 
lwd ht'en born ~hortly before, or since 
the transfl'r of the dominion to the 
Vritbh. the Court of Catmandu sent 
repeated edicts ugaillst the practice, 
which \las in a fair way to extirpate 
thdr new wLjeets. Eut all which they 
dill, or thought it necessary to do, was 
of no u\uil, and the country was at the 
very lowett eLb of ruibery, whell, hap
pily for its f,ul'viving inhabitants, the 
Ghorl,has took it into their heads to 
qllarrcI with the English. 

N undidcvi, the highest peak in the 
world, is stated to be no less than 
:25,689 feet above tile sea, and 4000 feet 
111111. upwards higher than Chimborazo. 
llhadrillath and Kedarnath nre ml'rely 
two euds of the same ID()untain; its 

height is 22,300 feet. The peak 'Which 
the chuprassecs called Meru IS properly 
Sumeru, as distingllished by the mo
dern Pundits at least, from th~ celestial 
and fabulous one. It is really, how 
ever, pretty ncar the sources of th; 
Ganges, and about 2l,ouo feet high 
though the three great peaks of tit. 
George, St. Andrew, and St. Patrick, 
whence the Ganges really 11ows, are 
from this point obscured by the inter
vening ridge of Kedarnath. Kedar
natb, Gungootree, Sumeru, and Nundi
devi, are all within the British terri
tory, and Mr. Traill has bl'el1 to the 
northward of them, though the peal.s 

"themselves have nev~r been scaled. 
-Nundidevi is, as tlle crow flies, forty 
miles from Almorah; but following the 
winding of the only accessible road, it 
is eigLt or nine days' march. Between 
it and the Chinese frontier two remark
able races of men are found: the first 
the Bhooteahs, a Mongolian tribe, wor
shippers of the Delai Lama, who are 
said to be the descendants of one of the 
hordes who crossed the snowy moun
tains with Tamerlane; the other a sa
vage race, who neither plough nor dig, 
but live by the chace and on wild fruits 
only. They call themselves the original 
inhabitants of the soil, and appear to be 
the same people with the Puhan'ees of 
Rajmahfll. I saw some Bhooteahs dur
ing my stay at Almorah, who had ('ome 
down with a cargo of" chowries," tails 
of the "yak," or mountain-ox. Thq 
are a -short square-built people, with 
the trne Calmuk countenance and e),e, 
and "'ith the same ~arkable cheer
fulness of character and expression by 
which the Calmuk tribes are in gene!'hl 
distinguished. Their 'drees was alw 
completely Tartar, large boots with 
their trolll>ers stuffed into them, cartaLS 
gi rded round tl.e waist, and little oon
Lte!s edged with black sheep'l\ skin. 

Beyond them is the Chiuese fron.tier, 
strictly guarded by the jealous care of 
that government. Mr. Moorcroft did. 
indeed, pass it some yeru's ago, and was 
kindfy received by one of the proviI~
cial governors; but the poor man was 
thrown into prison, and died there, as a 
punishment for his hospitality, ar.d, 
since, nobody bas been allo\\eu to 20 
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beyond the frontier village. When during the Ghorkha government. 1'11(_'Y 
Mr. Traill visited it they showed him are now fully toleratt·J and protected, 
great respect and attention; brought but their numbers are very small. Gno 

him firewood, milk, ~gs, earthen ves- vernment, on the conquest of Almor,,!!, 
sels, and would receive no payment, very liberally built a number of small 
but, OIl his mounting his horse to push bungalows in airy situations round it, 
on a little furth~r, he was immediately for the accommodation, gratis, of any 
surrounded and brought back, though of their civil 01' military ~en-ant,. who 
in the civil est manner, by the Tartar might come to resitle here for their 
horsemen, who pleaded the positive or- health. They are small low eottagts 
del'S of the emperor. 1'0 the north, of stone, with slated roofs, and look ex
however, the small independent Tartar tremelylike the sea-bathing cottag~s on 
kingdom of Ladak has shown itself the "eIsh coast, having thick \\a113, 
exceedingly hospitable and friendly. small windows, low rooms, and all the 
Mr. Moorcroft, when he was there, other peculiarities (most different from 
'WaS treated with unbounded kindness the generality of Anglo-Indian houses) 
and confid~nce, and their khan has'" which suit a boisterous Hnd cold climate. 
since sent a formal offer, which I am Yet, in summer, the beat is cOllbider
sorry was declined, of his allegiance to able, and the valleys wry far from 
the B.ritish Government. wholesome, being, some of them in-

To return from this digression. I deed, only a sha4e better than Tandah, 
found Almorah a small but very cu- and the rest of the TerraL On tile hill
rious and interesting town. It chiefly tops, however, there is always a fine 
consists of olle long street, running breeze, and, even in May anll June, thll 
along the ridge of the mountain from nip-hts are chilly. 
the fort westward tI) a smaller blork- 1 There is another rca.~on why tile 
house e~tward, with scattered bunga.- .bungalOWS of this country are built 
lows, chiefly inhabited by Europeans, low. Kemaoon is extremdy subject 
to the right and left hand on the descent to earthquakes; scarcely a year passes 
of the hill. The main street has a gate witilout a shake or two, and though nIl 
at each end, and, on a small scale, put have beeu slight since the Engli~h 
me in mind of Chester. The houses came, it would not be wise to build 
all stand on a lower story of stone, upper-roomed houses, unless, like the 
open to the street, with strong square natives, they made the superstructure 
pillars, where the shops are, looking of timber. In the best of these bunga
like some of the rows. Above the lows I found Mr. Adam~, who received 
buildings are of timber, exactly like me most hospitably. He introdl1c~d 
those of Chester, in one, or sometimes me to Sir Robert Colquhoun, the com
two very low stories, and surmounted mandant of the local troops of Ke
by a sloping rool of heavy ~ej slate, maoon, who invited 'me to accompany 
011 which many m- the inhabltant~ pile Mr. Adams and himself, of! Monday, 
up their hay in small stacks for winter to his house at Havelbagh, where the 
consumption. The town is very neat; native lines are, and where Mr. Adams 
the street has a natural pavement of is residing at present, as being a milder 
slaty rock, which is kept beautifully climate than tilat of Almorah. Mr. 
clean: the stone part of the houses is Adams had a party to dine in the even
well whitewashed, and adorned with ing, and 1 found that almost all the 
queer !ittfe paintings; and the trades- civil and military officers here were 
men are not only a fairer bnt a much Scotch. 
more respectable-looking race than I Sunday, NovembfT 28 • ....,. TIlis day I 
had expected to see, from the filth and enjoyed the gratification of being tlle 
poverty of the agricultural Khasyas. first Protestant minister who had 

We passed two or tlJree little old preached and adminbtered the Sa.cl"cl
pagodas and tanks, as well as a Mussul- meIlt~ in so remote, yet ~o celebrated a 
man burial-ground. The Mussulmans region. I had a very re,pectable con
"ere treated with great rigol4' here gregation of, I believe, all the Christian 
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inhabitants of Almorah and navelbegb. ,.itnation is ~trikjng, and the picturcs1..e 
Mr. Adams allowed me to make use of eflect extremely good; but the bridge 
the two principal rooms ill' his lwuse, at present 60 much out "Of repair (a 
which, by the help of the foldin~oors, great many of the br.anches "hich 
between them, accommodated thIrty or compose- its roacJ...wa1 being broken 01" 
thirty-five persons wilh ease. 'I was, decayed)~ that I did rwt care to u'Ust 
after &enioo, introduced to Lady Col- myself on it, particular-Iy as I could 
quhoutlo who is celebrtted'in the pro- not stand or clipg 110 securely as the 
vinoe as a bold rider along the moUll- bare-footed natives of the country, on 
tain paths. 'I was also introduced to broken and detached pieces of wjlOd. J 
Captain Herbert, who has the situation saw, however, one of the Khasyas pass 
of plogist in this provinCE'., and who it. but with same apparent difficultn 
seems a very '!Vell-informed, as be is a and ?tIr. Traill talke4 of baving it 
very plell8ing and unassuming man. takelil down to prevent accidents. Dul'-, 
He and Sir Robert CoIquhoup 'Were ing the dry season the rive!' is fordable, 
just returned from a'scientifio expedi.. and by ~ons. on f'<wt pll8Sed easily 
tion to the eastern frontier, and gave cRough. On. horseback, as I had occa
an interesting aeeount of the Ghorkba sian to find some dayu.fter, it is by no 
troops there, whom they described, as means a good ford, and norie but,moun
they have been generaUy represented, tam ponies could keep their legs on I). 
III among the smartest and most Eura-: bottom so uneven and rocky. 
pean-like l!Oldiery of' India. We bad ' l1avelbagh is probably two thouS811d 
family prayers. five hundred f(let ·lowerthan Almorah. 

I forgot to mention that, during this and in summer many of the vegetables 
day, I walked up io the fort of Almoraht of hot climates flourish here extremel1 
a wry paltry thing, so ill-contrived as well. The sugar-eane, . however, dot'.6 
to be liable to an escalade from any not thrive SUfficiently to yield sugar. 
daring enemy, and so ill-situated as to but plantains. and mangoes come to 
be eommanded from two points of land some perfection. It is n-markable, that 
on opposite Bides, and not tx,- have a though the sltmmer is much. hottel', 
drop 01 !~atel' wlthin its walls. It is there is, Dr winter, more and harder 
out (j.f repair already. and certainly not frost here than at Almorah. In the 
worth mending. neighbourhood of the snowy mOUlltains, 

NOlVrmber 29 ........ 1 went dOWl1 this the vegetation, as much of it as exists, 
morning to breakfast, and to remain, . is nearly approaching to that ofEuro,P8' 
during the rest f1f my stay in Kemaooll~ Raspberries, blackberries. cranberrIes, 
at Sir Robert Colquhoun'S, at Havel- ami: billlerries are found in considerable 
bagh, by a steep and winding. but firm numbers. The birch and willow here, 
and safe road carried down tbB northern as in Norway, are the latest trees which 
side of tbB mountain of Almorah. into show themselves to per,;;ons ascending 
• ~r valley than I had yet seen hi the hills; but the sides and lower ravines 
Kemaoon. where are lines for the pro- at their feet are covered with noble 
vincial troops, and several bungaloW\! silver-fir. ,But few cedars are now 
for the oivil officers. The situation is found in the province j traditioll d~ 
very pretty. and indeed fine. At a scribes them 8S havillg been once very 
eo~iderable depth below' the fwuses, Ilumeroas, and as having been destroyeil 
through a narrow rocky glen, the deep owing to their value as bnilding mate
black Koosilla runs with much vio- rials, a fact which seem~ attested Py the 
lence, crossed by one of those sllspen- circumstance that all the beams m the 
sion-hridgea ,of branches and ropes old raja's palace at Almorah, when 
made of grass. whif'h have been, from that was taken down to maie room for 
considerable antiquity, common in these the fort, were found to be of cedar. In 
mountains, and appear t~ have given the present forests fir is thti prevailing 
t .. e original' hint both to the chain.. 'timber, but. except the silver-~rs al
hridges or Europe, allli those 'which ready f'poken pf. of a very .bad allli 
lilT'. Shake~;peaJ', has invented. The worthless, though tall and stately kind. 

VlJL..I., . 'l' 
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Great devastations are generally made 
in these woods. r.artly by the increase 
of population. bmlding, and agriculture. 
partly by the wast<.4'u1 habits of travel
leI's, who cut down multitudes of young 
trees to make temporary huts, and for 
fuel, while thIC cattle and goats whi"h 
browse on the mount.'tills prevent a great 
part of the seedlings L'om rising. U 11-

less some precautions are taken the 
inhabited parts of Kemaoon will soon 
be wretchedly bare of wood, and the 
country, ali'cady too arid, will notonIy 
lose its beauty, but its small space of 
fertility. Of the inhabitants everybody 
!.eems to speak well. They are, indeed, 
dirty to a dcgree which I never SllllV 

among Hindoos, and extremely averse 
to any improvement in their rude and 
inefficient agriculture, but they are 
hOlLt:st, peaceable, and cheerful. and, in 
the species of labour to which they are 
accustomed, extremely diligent. There 
Ilre hardly twelve convicts now in the 
gaol of Alm6rah; and the great ma
jority of cases which come before Mr. 
Tl'aill are trifling affrays, arising from 
disputed boundaries, trespass, and quar
rels at fair and market. The only 
serious public cases which are at all 
prl;lvalent are adultery, and, sometimes, 
carrying off women to marty them 
forcibly. They use their women ill, 
and employ them in the most labo
i'iolls tasks, in which, indeed, a wife is 
rt'garded by the Khasya peasant as one 
of the most laborious and valuable of 
his domestic animals. These JX.!ople, 
though rigid I1indoos, are not so inhos
pitable as their brethren of the plain. 
l:ven Europeans travelling through the 
country, who will put up with such ac~ 
commotlations as the peasantry have to 
ofier, are almost SUl"e 9f being well re
ct'ived, and have no need of carrying 
tents with them, provided their journey 
is made at a tillle when the JX.!asantry 
Ilre at home to receive them, and not 
(htring the annual emigration to the 
pl.lillS. The popultl.tion of Kemaoon 
Itlnounts to auout 300,000; that of 
G hUl'wal, on the other side of the Ala
cananda. is yet more considerable, and 
th,· people ill a,higbe,' state ofcivili.6a
tiou and intelligence. Of this latter 
ul'pvilice OlJy a small 'part constitutes 

the " reserved dominion of the Itaja of 
Kemaoon." The capital of his little 
territory is called Derea. lIe is de
scribed as a mild-tempered man, IJut a 
careless governor, and too fond. of 
money. 

There are larks in Kemaoon of a sort 
not very different from the Engli~h, as 
well as quails, partridges, and pheasants. 
The thrush is, as 1 have mentioned, 
black. A little bird. whose note nearlv 
resembles that of a robin, is black and 
red; and there is no &ingin~-bird bere 
exactly answering to any In Enropt·, 
except the goldfinch, which is found. at 
the foot of the snowy mountains. Eagles 
are numerous and very large and fol'
midable, and, as their nests are hig. up 
in iuaccessilJle crags, and ami..! the 
glaciers, it is not easy to abate the nui
sance. They do nmch injury to the 
shepherds and goatherds, and some· 
times carry away the poor naked chil
dren of the peasants. 

Of wild quadrupeds, IJcsilles those 
which I have mentioned in my journal 
of the way up the hills, there are hares, 
much larger and finer than in Hindos
tan or Bengal, and not inferior to tllOse 
of Europe. The chamois is 1I0t un
common in the snowy mouutaius, hut 
scarce elsewhere. There are ah,o 
lynxes; and Ileal'S are common and 
mischievous throughout the pl'Oyim't'. 
Though they do not, except '0\ Ilt'n 
pressed by hunger, eat flesh, preferrinl!' 
roots, berries, and honey, they, a~ if 
out of capricious cruelty, oftt'n worry 
and destroy a passenger. They aI'\! 
said particularly to attack women, a 
peculiarity which bas been remarked 
in the bear in other countries, and which 
is one of the many presumption, that 
they belong to the same class of animals 
with the baboon and oran - outtl.llg. 
The nlUsk-deer is only found in the 
highest and coldest parts of tlle p 0-

vinct', and the neighbouring coulltrjc~ 
of Thibtlt and Tartary. It cannot bear 
even the heat of Almorah. The ~amo:: 
observation applies to the yak: it dr oops 
as soon as it leaves the neighhomhood 
of the ice. The shawl-goat will th'c, 
hut its wool 50011 degenerates, n very 
unfavourahle presllmption as to the 
event of the uperimcnt of coloui.tillg 
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them in Europe, which has been tried 
in France on so large a scale. On the 
other hand, the animals of the south 
seem to do very well among the snow. 
English dogs, impaired by the climate 
of the plains, improve in strength, size, 
and sagacity, among the Bhooteabs; 
and, what is very remarkable, in a 
winter or tWQ they acquire the same 
fine, short shawl-wool, mixed up with 
their own hair, which distinguishes the 
indigenous animals of the country. 
The same is, in a considerable degree, 
the case with horses: those which the 
Bhooteahs bring down for sale are very 
beautiful, though rather shaggy little 
creatures, resembling extremely the 
Siberian ponies which I saw in Peters
burg. The tiger is found quite up to 
the glac!ers, of si.te and ferocity undi
minished, but I could not learn whether 
he hall. shawl-wool or no. The fuct of 
his hardiness, however, proves suffi
dently that he, the lion, and the hyama 
(which is also common here) may have 
lived in England and France without 
any such change of climate as my friend 
Mr. Buckland supposes to have taken 
place. Another instance fell under my 
knowledge of how much the poor 
hy~na is wronged when he is de
scribed as untameable. Mr. Traill had 
one several years, which followed him 
about like a dog, and fawned on those 
with whom he was acquainted in almost 
the same manner. Mr. Adams and 
Lady Colquhoun had each of them 
beautiful flying squirrels, which, they 
told me, are not uncommon in the colder 
and higher parts of these woods. They 
were as tame as squirrels usually are, 
and had all the habits of the European 
animal. They were, however, a little 
larger, or perhaps appeared so from the 
large folds of loose skin covered with 
beautiful soft and thick fur, which, 
when they pleased, they extended by 
stretching out their hind and fore feet. 
Mr. Traill had several skins of chamois 
in his possession. The animal seems 
nearly of the same size and colour with 
those which I saw, and with the picturc!! 
of the European one. It is, however, I 
think, more sha~gy, and better protected 
against the cola; more like, 1n fact, a 
common goat, and its horns seem larger. 

Small m.armots of the alpine kind 
abound in the neighbourhood of the 
snow, but none of the .. Leming" or 
Lapland species, that I could hear 
of. If they existed, thl!ir numbers and 
annual incursions into the culti fated 
districts would, probahlry, sOOn make 
the~ well known. . 

The rats of this country are the sanle 
with those of India, and are very nu
merous and troublesome. One of the 
most curious animals I saw or heard of 
was a wild dog belonging to Mr. Adams. 
These animals are considerably larger 
and stronger than a fox, which, in the 
circumstances of form and fur, they 
IIijlch resemble. fhey hunt, however. 
in packs, give tongue like dogs, and 
possess a very finjl.sce]l.t. They make, 
of course, tremendous havoc among the 
game in these hills; but that mischief 
they are said amply to repay b, de
stroying wild beasts, and even tigers. 
This assertion was at first made, at least 
in print, in Captain Williamson's 
'Field Sports of Illdia,' but obtained 
very little credit •. None of my Ke
maoon friends, however, doubted the 
fact, which, they said, was the universal 
belief of the Khasya peasants, and was 
corroborated by the fact of tigers hav
ing been found.lately killed and torn in 
pie".-Cs, which could be ascribed to IIO 
other enemy. Mr. Traill did not, in· 
deed, suppose that they would actually 
chase a tiger by preference, but that if 
in the pursuit of other game they fall 
in with either tiger or lion, tIley had 
both the power and the will, from their 
numbers, swiftness, courage, and fer{)oo 
city, to rush in on him and tear him in 
pieces, before he would have time to 
strike more than one or two blows with 
his tremendous paws. Each of these 
would no doubt kill a dog, but in the 
mean time, a hundred others would be 
at his throat, his back, and sides, and 
he would sink under the multitude 01 
his comparatively feeble enemies. Mr. 
Adams's dog was exceedingly wild and 
fierce; he was brought for me to see 
him, led by two men, who held him 
between them in a long chain, and he 
struggled desperately all the time to 
recover his liberty. He has begun to 
endure, with somewhat more placability 

T2 
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the I?resence of the man who feeds him, 
but IS at present wilder, I think, than 
any fox: I e'\'er saw who had been so 
mu"h lIS two months in captivity. If 
he were domesticated, I could conceive 
his' being a fine and valuable animal. 
Of dogs he ~ the stron~ resem
blanre to those of the Esqrumaux and 
Kamtschadales, as represented in Be
wick's engravin~. 

I had two uative visitors during my 
stay at Havelbagh: one was a vakeel 
from the Ghorkhali government, who 
is now residing in Kemaoon, and begged 
to pay his respects. He was a little, 
6toUt, square-built man, with a true 
Calmuk countenance, figure, and COlll
plexion, the latter being considerably 
fairer than those of Hindostan, He 
had an intelligent eye and 'frank lively 
manner, but my conversation with him 
was necessarily verr limited. He 
brought some musk, 1D its form when 
first taken from the animal, as a pre
sent j and I invested him with a shawl, 
with which the kindness of Mr. Traill 
supplied me, as usual on such occasions, 
from the government storehouse. I had 
the satisfaction to learn that he was 
much pleased with his visit and the 
little I was able to say to him. My 
second visitant was the pundit of the 
Criminal Court of Kemaoon, a learned 
Brahmin, and a great astrologer. He 
had professed to Mr. Traill a desire to 
see me, and asked if I were as weIl in
formed in the Vedas, Puranas, and other 
sacred books of the Hindoos, as another 
European pundit whom he had heard 
preach some years before at the great 
fair of Hurdwar? He evidently meant 
the Baptist missionary Mr. Chamber
layne j and it pleased me to find that 
this,good and able, though bigoted man, 
had left a favourable impression behind 
him among his auditors, Mr. Traill 
told him that I had been only a short 
time in the country; but he was still 
anxious to see me, and I regretted mueh 
to find when we met. that his utterance 
was so rapid and indistinct that I could 
understand less of his conversation than 
of most Hindoos whom I have met with. 
He explained to me, howevur, that 
~hree Ill' four years before tMl British 
conquered Kemaoon he had. through 

his acquaintance with the stars, foretolol 
the event, and that .. calculation, 
signed and dated. was lOdged with the 
raja at Derea. He said lie had now 
discovered three new stars, in the 6bape 
of a triangle, south-east of the Great 
Bear, which, by their position, assUNd 
the north an ascendancy over the east, 
and implied that we should triumph in 
our present struggle with the Birman 
empire. I asked him some questions 
about the form of the earth, the son1'tlc! 
of the Ganges, the situation of Mount 
Meru, and received better answers than 
I expected. He said that, in old time!l, 
the Ganges was supposed to rise from 
Mount Meru, but that modern Hindoos, 
at least the enlightened, gave the name 
of Meru to the North Pole, and were 
aware that Gunga rose from the peaks, 
one of which I had seen above Gungo
tree, and south of the great SD0wJlllP.8'I 
which he ~ed, not Himalaya, but 
Himmachund. He laughed at the 
fancy of the elephant and tortoise, ..,hout 
the pundits of Benares placed as sup
porters to the earth, and said it was a 
part of the same system with that which 
made the earth 1iet, and girded in by 
six other worlds, each having its own 
ocean. I drew a diagram of the world 
with its circles, &c., and he recognized 
them with great delight, showing me 
the sun's path along the ecliptic. He 
expressed a great desire to iearn more 
of the European discoveries in astro
nomy and geography, and listened with 
much attention to my account (in which 
I frequently had recourse to Mr. Traill 
as interpreter) of the Copernican sys
tem, and the relative situations of Eng
land, Russia, Turkey, Persia, Arabia, 
and India. He asked if we had yet 
discovered the shorter way to India 
through the ice of the North Pole, ot 
which, he said, he had heard from a 
Brahmin of Benares, who had hill ac
count from Colonel Wilfbrd: and he 
knew America under the name of "the 
New World," and as one of the proota 
that the earth was round. He was very 
anxious to obtain any Hindoo books 
containing the improved system ot 
astronomy and geography; and com
plained that Dr. H--when in Ke
maoon had promised to send him _ 
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but had forgotten it. lie is evidently a 
man of considerable talent, and ex
trenlely desirous to improve whatever 
opportunities of knowledge fdll in his 
way; and, like all these mountaineers, 
hp is of a lively, cheerful turn, without 
any of the crouching manner and flat
tering address which is apparent in 
most of the llindoos of Calcutta and 
Benares. 

It is pleasing to see on how apparent 
good terms Mr. Traill is with all these 
people. Their manner in talking to 
him is erect, open, and cheerful, like 
persons who are addressing a superior 
whom they love, and with whom they 
are in habIts of easy, though respectful 
iutercourse. He says he loves the 
country and people where he has been 
thrown, and has d<'clined, as Sir Robert 
Colquhoun told me, several situations 
of much greater emolument for the sake 
or remaining willi them. He has pro
bably, indeed, chosen wisely, since, 
though he may not return home so rich 
8 man, he is far more likely to take 
with him the power of enjoying life 
and property. Almost the whole of the 
dry seabon he is travelling abont in the 
di&eharge of his official duty, and it was 
a mere chance which gave me the 
~vantage of meeting him now at AI
morah. 

December 2.-1 set out early this 
morning in company with Sir Robert 
and Lady Colquhoun for Chilkeah. Mr. 
Traill had lent me a couple of tents for 
this journey, which, with a good deal 
of my heavier baggage, had been sent 
on the day before. A still greater 
number of coolies were necessary than 
in my ascent from Bamoury, partly on 
arcount of some presents of honey, &c .. 
which I had received, and which re
quired to be carried, like the rest, 'On 
men's heads; partly because, from the 
wild and uninhabited character of some 
part of the country which we were to 
traverse, I was obliged to give 1I1? two 
mules for the tr.Ln~port of the ;J.lrovisions 
ani necessaries of the coohes them
sd v~s. We had a good deal of plague 
lind trouble in dividing the load;; to be 
('arri~(l by ea:h man. and were ha
rassed by pitiful complaints, from al
lllOst all, of their inability to;,o through 

such an expedition, and by their en
treaties to be left behind. It seems 
sinl,rular that, among so poor a people, 
willi whom a job of work might at first 
seem no trilling object, this reluctance 
should exist, since the rate at which, 
lI«COrding to the regu ':ltions of Go
vernment, their labour is repaid OR 
these occasions, being arranged at two 
anas for each march, with a similar 
sum for their return home, exceeds the 
average rate of agricultural labour 
through India, and is much above any
thing which they were likely to have 
earned at home. Yet so it is, that they 
are always pressed to this service; that 
tJ::,ey almost always endeavour to excuse 
themselves; that -they are apt to desert 
the first opportunity, even to the for
feiture of their legal hire j and which 
tells well for their honesty at least, that, 
when any suspicion 'exists that ther 
feel leculiar reluctance, no way IS 
faun so efficacious to keep them, as to 
pay them their money in advance. I 
can understand their aversion to this 
emplo:ru!ent during the rainy season, 
when It is really at the risk of life that 
people descend into the Terrai, or the 
lower valleys of this province. But 
a. present, though they ma~ encounter 
hardship and fatigue, there IS, literally, 
no danger; nnd I can only account for 
their reluctance, by supposing that as 
yet there exists in Kemaoon no suffi. 
cient occupation for coolies to induce 
any number of men to addict them
selves to this pursuit alone, and that 
other peasants feel unwilling to separate 
from their families, and desert their 
usual routine of industry, for an un
certain and fatiguing, though profitable 
employment. 

From this cause, or from careJessnef;S 
or corruption on the part of Mr. Traill's 
chuprassees, many of the men w110m 
they had levied were found quite unfit 
for the journey now before us. Three 
were sent back as being poor old crea
tures who could hardly carry them
selves, without any aduitional burthen, 
and four were boys whom I shout.l 
have also rejected, if it had not ap
peared that they, of all the party, were 
a1mo&t the only willing recruits j that 
there were necessarily some light 
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packages which a boy might easily pasture-ground, situated bctween the 
carry; and if I h~ 110t apprehended two peaks of a lofty mountaill, and sur
that, if we lost thes~ coolies, we might rounded on every side by a forest of fir 
possibly find much difficulty in getting and cedar trees. At a. little distance 
others in their room. As it was, the from our tcnts, some people who had 
party set out so late that they soon b~t'n sent on by Mr. Traill to prepare 
fOlllld it impos~ble for loaded mules to the Zemilldars to afford the nCC('bbary, 
travel such roads by such scanty light, supplies, had COl1Structed a sort of bower 
:md we overtook them little more than or wigwam of pine brancbes for the 
balf-way, under some rocks, where they use of our fonowers. Nothing could 
llad been obliged to lodge for the night. be ruder than thebe leafy screens; but 
In the midst of these-movements one with plenty of straw, a blazing fire, and 
of our party was left behind, ~ for sht'ltered situation, they s{'{'med to 
whom I was sincerely sorry. I mean satisfJ our people; nor could I hE'lp 
the poor Pariah dog. He ha.d been noticmg that, though we "cre now six 
taking a lively interest, like the rest thotlsand feet above the level of the sea. 
of his species, in the' packing up the and it was freezing in the shade almost 
day before j and 1 found him in the all day, the Sepoys, soon after their 
morning in his usual post, as if ready arrival, stripped oft all their clothes but 
to attend me. I missed him when we their waist-clothes, went to wabh tl)(~m
had gone on about a coss, but even selves as usual in the brook, and re
then made no doubt of his following mained naked all day till the sun was 
with the servants. He did not come, actually setting, so little reatOn have 
however, and I SllSpeCt that his courage we for accusing these people of eflcmi· 
failed him at the first ford which lay nacy or softness, even in circumbtances 
in our way, near the suspension.bridge, most at variance with their general 
and which was, indeed" a formidable habits and sensations. I mystlf, though 
one. I had a good blanket, quilt, and cloak, 

Our road was very wild and rugged, was so cold at night that I coull! hardly 
by the sides and over the ridges of sleep. My tent, indeed, W1IS small and 
craggy mountains, covered with Scotch thin, and scarcelyaftordeu more 6tH:I. 
firs, and by paths in which none but ter than the pine-boughs, with th(· dis
mountain ponies, who go almost any· advantage of having 110 fire amI 10 
"'here that a dog can go, would have neighbours to ket'p me warm. The 
been able to keep their legs. J ob- water ill the bason was frozI!u as hard 
served that our htde coursers, on ar· and thick as it might have been, under 
riving at a difficnlt place, always looked similar circum<tallce~, in England, to 
round to see if there were any easier the great astoni.hment and delight of 
track, and ifthel"e were, pulled hard to my Calcutta sen-ant, who had never 
get at it; that if this were not the case, set'n such a cake of ice before, and, I 
they often, particularly in case of a believe, sincerely rel!rettt'd that he 
det'p descent, stood pawin$: with their could not colrry it back to Calcutta as II 
fore-feet some time, as If to satisfy curiosity. 
themselves of its practicability, and if The reflex ion of the setting sun on the 
they had doubts, usually stood stock snowy mountains was ext! em ely beauti
still and refused to go any further, ful. One of the peaks of NUlldidevi 
under which circumstances it was al- was, for a considerable time together, 
ways wise to di~mount. These places, a perfect rose-coJour. 'We had also a 
however, did not occur very often, magnificent echo near our encampment, 
though there were more than one which which answered with remarkable dis
they went up and down without hesita- tinctness, and great power and IDf'Ilow
tion, which I could compare to nothing ness, all the differl"llt light infantry 
but the broken staircase of a ruined signals on the bugle of Sir Robert Col
castle. quhoun's rangers, which he had bl'ou~ht 

We encampt"d De-ar a village named witll him. 
Pruny, on a beautiful piece of rocky I December 3.-The name of this day', 
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encampment I have forgotten. It was 
also near a mountain-top, on the skh-t 
of a flne tir-wood and near a village, in 
,"hich we found. what is not always 
found at this season, a considerable 
number of inhabitants yet remaining. 
Their boust'S were all of two stories, 
the lowest was just high enough to 
allow their diminutive cows and goats 
to shelter there, and the upper one, 
which was of timber, with a sloping 
slate roof, was about as high and in the 
same shape as an ordinary cottage 
garret. In front of each cottage were 
some small stacks of straw, while others 
were perched on the roof, to be more 
effectually out of the reacl) of the cattle; 
and all the neighbo11ring hill-side was 
built up in narrow terraces, and the 
subject of assiduous cultivation. The in
side of their houses, so well as I could 
distinguish from the door, was not so 
dirty as the appearance of the people 
would have led me to suppose; and the 
whole had that sort of taint likeness of 
a Shl"Opshil'e cottage which, faint as it 
was, was interesting to me. We passed 
two fords in this day's march, the first 
so had and stony tllat it was Jlecessary 
to unload the mules,' and carry the 
baggage over on men's heads. There 
were also more places than one where 
to dismount from our ponies was a 
matter of absolute necessity. 

This is, however, the most frequented 
road into Kemaoon, as leading from 
Cashipoor and Chilkeah, the two best
attended marts on its frontier; and we 
passed every day, I think, above a 
hundred Khasy,as, all with burthens on 
their heads, tolling along these rugged 
paths. In Kemaoon the head and neck 
seem the constant vehicles; but the 
Ghurwali, or inhabitants of the western 
district of our mountain provinces, who 
are said to be a more intelligent race 
than their brethren, carry their bur
thens on the back, with a trUl'S like 
that of an Englisll porter. They thus 
do more work with more ease to them
selves. But the adherence to Ii dns
toor," or some other cause, it can 
hardly be poverty. has as yet kept the 
Khasyas from imitating them. Of the 
poyerty of th€SI' pwple, however, I had 
uo iu~a till I this ua r Sll'W the bread 

they eat. It is the grain of a kind of 
holcus, and looks like clover-~t:d: th,! 
flour, bran, husk and all, is malic into 
thick coarse eakes, like those for ele
phant&, and these are not haired as the 
elephants' bread is, but raid 011 the fire 
and scorched or toast;AJ. there, so that 
part is raw dough, part ashes. To EUi'h 
a people potatoes must, indeed, be all 
exceeding and obvious bk'Ssing. I hatt 
a sin~ulal' instance this evening of the 
fact how mere children all bOldiers, 
and I think particularly Sepoys, are 
when put a little out of their usual 
way. On going to the place where my 
escort wl;tS hutted, I found that there 
~as not room fQr them all uuder its 
shelter, and that four were preparing 
to sleep on the open field. Within a 
hundred yards stood another similar 
hut unoccupied, a little out of repair. 
but tolerably tenantable. "Why do 
you not go thither 2" was my question. 
"We like to sleep all together," was 
their answer. "Bnt why not bring 
the branches here. and make your own 
hut larget? see, 1 will show you the 
way."- They started up immediately, 
in great apparent delight, every man 
brought a bough, and the work was 
done in five minutes, being only inter
rupted every now and then by excla~ 
mations of .. Good, good, poor man's 
provider!" 

The night W8S again cold, thougll 
not so severe as the last. I was sur
prised to find so little ~me, ap.d 60 few 
wild animals of any kllld, in a country 
of this nature. Sir n. Colquhoun told 
me that he had, in his preceding jour
neys, generally both heard aud seen 
more than we hatl met with, and which 
were confined to a small flock or covey 
of jungle-fowl, which Lady ColqullOnu 
~aw, but which I only heard crowing 
and cackling. My companions were 
not able to tell me whether the jungle 
poultry had ever been tamed. 'fbe 
common domestic fowl of the country. 
for the inhabitants, rigid Ilindoos us 
they are in other respects, do not ob
ject to the touch of fcathers, are almost 
exactly-like those ot' the wood. Both 
resemble bantams in every respect, ex
cept that their legs are not fl.·athered. 
Uears, Sir H. Colqu~ouu and all til" 
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Khasyas said, are numerous in these 
woods. \Ve, howe·vet, saw none. 
Tigers are not very almndant, and the 
appearance of one excites a Eort of 
alarm and outcry in a neighbourhood, 
like that of a mild dog in Europe. It 
i9 not, howevexf thought desirable to 
,,"auder far from the usual track, par
ticularly unarmed or alone. 1 once 
took a little stron, though with Mr. 
Boulderson's double-barrelled gun in 
my hand; and found that my disap
pearance had occasioned a sort of sen
sation in the camp, and that my two 
faithful Sepoys were posting after me. 

This occurred the next day, the 4th, 
when, for the sake of the prospect, w~ 
breakfasted, half-way in our mtended 
march, on Choumoka Devi, the highest 
mountain which 1 ever actually climbed 
(for I did not go to the peak of the 
Gaughur), and barely inferior in height 
to this last-named hill. The Gaughur, 
l:-iir R. Col,\uhoun tells me, is about 
8ClOO feet hIgh j Choumoka Devi is 
i800. At the summit, which, like that 
of Mount Gaughur. is ornamented lrith 
noble trees, cypress, toon, and fir, is a 
small temple of not inelegant structure, 
in the verandah of which we sate dur
ing the heat of the day, and again pro
ceeded in the afternoon. The view 
was very magnificent; nothing which 
I ever saw equals the majesty of some 
parts of tIle mountain scenery which I 
have passed through in this province. 
There is, indeed, a want of water, and 
I could not help thinking how beauti
fully these hills would have been re
flected in the noble lakes of Norway. 
Hut. over Norway they have the ad
vautagt's of a more brilliant sky, a 
warmer and more luxuriant vegetation, 
a still greater ruggedness and variety 
of outline, than .is found in Done or 
Fille-Fial; and above all, the icy 
mountains are sucll a diadem aud centre 
to the view, as not even Switzerland 
can show. I thought them particularly 
grand when seen in the grey of the 
morning, while their cold distinct out
line was visible along the dark sky, 
with no refraction to puzzle, or vapours 
to cOfl('ea\ it. .At otber times their 
forms vary aec.ording to the shifting 
lights and sbadoWli. and if it were not 

for the identity of situation, I could 
sometimes have doubted whethl'r the 
peaks which I saw in the haze of noon 
were the same with those which- in the 
crimson light of the setting-, or thu 
amber brilliancy of the rbiug ~UII, had 
delighted me in so different a manner. 
Seen, however, as th~y iuay lit', tht') 
are always beautiful and wonderful i 
and I looked on iliem from Choumoka 
Devi with the more admiration, bccause 
I knew that I was then to Lid iliem 
adieu. 

We descended thence by a long and 
rugged declivity of about seven miles, 
at first through pine woods, ilien 
over ground partially cultivated, then 
through a beautiful and awful dell, sur
rounded by high crags, in which lime-
stone again took place of slate and 
granite, overhung by beautiful trees 
and underwood, of almost every kind 
which I have met with in :Europe or 
India, and swarming with the pretty 
white monkeys, ofwhlch I have alread, 
taken notice. At the bottom of this 
ell was a torrent, now containing but 

little water, but by the width of its 
bed, and the huge granite blocks which 
it contained by way of pebbles, suffi
ciently showing what sort of stream it 
must be in the rainy season. \Ve fol
lowed iliis about half a mile farther, 
and found our tents pitched in an angle 
of the overhan~Dg rocks, with a fine 
old peepul-tree m front of them, and a 
little lower the ton-ent, which had been 
ou .... guide, joining ilie Koo~illa, itself a 
torrent no less rapid and noisy, but 
wider and deeper than its tributary. 
The peepul whIch I have noticed i8 a 
sacred tree, and gives name to ilie 
place, havin~ been planted by a devout 
Brahmin saUlt, and therefore called 
"puntka-peepul," the peepul of ilie 
caste. We should all of us have liked 
to have halted here for Sunday; but it 
could not be done withont endangering 
my arrivnJ at l\ioradabad on the fol
lowing Saturday, and we thert'fore sent 
on our breakfhst-tent as usual. It was 
much warmer here than in the W€b 
grounds; and the noise of the ru&\ling 
leaves was so Jl"'-e rain, that I nlllre
ilian once during the. llight piti!'(l m) 
poor people under theIr scanty she<!s ot 
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fir branches, and was surprised at 
length when, on calling out to know if 
it rained, I was told that the night was 
beautiful. 

December 5.-This morning we had 
a ve1'Y tiresome march to a village 
named Okul-doonga. Besides divers 
rocky ascents and descents, and with
out taking into consideration that what 
little level ground we met with was on 
the side of a torrent, Ilnd so paved with 
large loose stoncs as to be worse than 
most beaches of the sea, we forded the 
Koosilla no less than twelve times, 
through a rapid stream, frequently as 
high as tht! wodle of our saddles, and 
over a bottom the most rocky and un
even I ever passed. The mules were 
necessarily unloaded no less than three 
times; it was with the greatest diffi
culty the ponies could keep tlleii- legs. 
and we were all wet and di-y three or 
four times ovpr, to our knees and 
higher. Nothing could be clearer 
than the water, or more beautiful thaD, 
the swarms of trout which we saw 
playing round us; but under such cir
cumstances we had no great leisure for 
speculation; and several complaints 
were beard, though fewest I think 
from Lady ColqullOun, that the water 
was colder than ice. Our Sepoys 
prayed, with chattering teeth, that we 
might soon get into a sunny place, the 
mountains having, for the greater part 
of the march, cOID1>letely kept us in 
the shade. They were, however, so 
fortunate as to find the expiring em
bers of three fires in different. places, 
the remnants of encampments made by 
travellers the night before, on which 
they heaped dry sticks, and Eoon got 
lntu good-humour again. 

Okul-doonga is a ,-iJlage of about ten 
families, situated on a small plain ele
vatt:d above the rivel', and sUl'l'ounded 
on two sides by deep woody rayines, 
and on tlle other by as wild and woody 
mountains. Though stony, it seemed 
fertile, and was in a state of rich culti
vation, unitiug, like Oude, most of the 
productions of temperate and tropical 
climates. We all exclaiml>d, on first 
seeing the spot where our tents were 
pitched, by a clear stream of water, on 
a green slope, Ilnd bacled with ma-

jestic trees, .. What a place for a t.ouse, 
and how such a spot would be admired 
in England 1" Our admiration was not 
diminibhed, when, on taking our even~ 
ing's stroll, we heard the braying of 
deer, and the crowing of pheasants and 
jungle-hens in the :.voods j or when a 
basket of bilberries, and a fine dish of 
trout just caught, were brought to us 
by a little boy. But a few inquiries at 
the village damped thebe pleanrable 
feelings. The place was described as 
little less unhealthy tllan the Terral. 
It 'WllS, indeed, inhabited by some of 
its people throughout the 1ear; but 
they saId they had all sad fevers dur~ 
ing the rainsj...and that when it 'was 
hot the hills shut out the breezes. 
Their cottages, however, though small, 
were tolerably neat and comfortable. 
The people seemed better fed and 
clothed than most of the Khasyas, and, 
if not so healt1ly, though of this I 
r.aw no visible signs, were apparently 
wealthier and more intelligent ~an 
the getlernlity of their mountain neigh
bours. 

The huts which they had put up for 
our people were of a very superior de
scription in point of comfort, and inge
niously calculated to save time and 
trouble, as well as the waste of pine
branches and straw. They were made 
of frames of bamboo, each something 
like a hurdle in shape and size, well 
thatched, but 'light, and easily carried 
from place to place, which they sup
ported on props when they were wanted, 
and took away again and Idid up in 
store, so soon as the travellers, fot' 
whom they were produced, had lE'''' 
them. Among the Ghuiwali, Sir rl. 
Colquhoun said, this was the usual 
method, but in Kemaoon he had never 
seen it before. Inde4ld the style of cul~ 
tivation, and many Ilther circumstances, 
implied that the people of this district:. 
or their Zcmindars, were far better' 
managers than those near Almorah. 
The rice grown in this neighbourhood, 
and from hence down as low as Dil.ka
lee, is of a very superior quality, a"d 
celebrated all over India for its w bite
ness and firmness. It is generally 
call1'd Philibheet rice, from a toll'll of 
that name in Rohilcund, where is a 
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considerable fair, at whjch it is sold, for his fish, and eucouraged him to 
and where it first attracted European bring us another ba~ket next day at 
notiee. It is, however, ~e product not Dikkalee. He said, at first, he feared 
of Rohikund, but of this valley, and is the fishermen of that place would beat 
to be purchased in most ,Perfection at him, but, after a moment's recollection, 
Chilkeah. The district IS also cele- added-" Let them do it jf they dare' 
brated for its balltJoos, which, though if I have your orders I will tell the~ 
small, are remarkably tough, and seem so \" He was no uniuterCbtillg speci
to gain consistency and soundness from men of a forester born and bred-one 
a certain degree of frost. The same is who from his tenderest years had de
said to be the case with plantains. The pended on Ius "woodcraft" for a din
tea-plant grows wild all through Ke- ner, and had been used to hear the 
maoon, but cannot be made use of, from . stags bray and the tigers growl round 
an emetic quality which it possesses. the fires of his bivouac. 
This might, perhaps, be removed by We had prayers to-<lay in our camp, 
cultivation, but the experiment has 1UI well as, 'Which indeed we had never 
never been tl'ied. For the cultivation 'bmitted, family prayers in the evening. 
of tea, I should apprehend both the I have often noticed among the Hin
soil, hilI,r surface, and climate of Ke-I doos that many of the decenter sort pay 
maoon, 1U all which it resembles the a ki.nd of regard to Sunday. The::;e
tea provinces of China, extremely fa- poys, such of them at least as were 
vourable. Brahmins, 'Were more than usually 

The history of the poor lad who busy to-day with their bells, beads. 
brought the fish was not without in- and ashes j and my long,legged fol
terest: he was the son of an officer of lower had decked himself out in all 
the Ghorkhas, who, during their~occu- his glory, havin~ powdered his face 
pation of. the country, had been Je- entirely with chalk and cow-dung, and 
mautdar of Havelbagh, and had been marked his nalted body all over with 
killed fighting aga.inst the English. white broad lines, which, on his dusky 
This boy had been since maintained, skin, had. the strangest eflect imagin
as he himself said, chiefly by snaring able j and, he being a very tall, and, 
l'irds, catching fish, and gathering ber- th01,lgh strong and muscular, a very 
ries, being indebted for his clothes thin, large-boned man, made him, at a 
only, which were decent though coarse, little distance, look exactly like a ske
to his mother, and the charity of dim~- leton. Had he taken bis stand. as lie 
rent neighbours who had pity on him now was, in any churchyard, few chH
as a sort of gentleman in distress. He dren, women, or men in the parisll, would 
had. his forehead marked with chalk have doubted his unearthly nature. The 
and vermilion to prove his high caste, others were similarly decorated, bl1t 
had a. little Ghorkha knife, a sil~r with less care and less dismally. 
clasp and chain, and a silver bracelet December 6.-Sahator Rosa never 
on his arm, ,,1th a resolute and inde- painted glens more wild and romantic 
p,endent, though grave demeanour, not than we threaded to-day in our path to 
III suited to this character. His tools Dikkalee, nor did mules or ponies often 
of trade and livelikood were a bow and pass a worse road. We emerged at 
a fishing-rod, both ~f the rudest kind. length again on the valley of the Koo
He' seemed about sixteen, but was broad silla, DOW considerably increased ill 
set, and short of his age. His ambition size, though fortunately not in depth or 
was now to be a Sepoy, and he was very rapidity j I say fortunately, becau..e we 
earnest with Sir R. Colquhoun to admIt had again to ford it, and If it had been 
him into his corps. He said he should a few inches deeper than where YO 
like much to do it. but doubted his passed it last, it would have been ne
height. He, however, told him to meet cessary to swim onr horses. Tbe bal.lks 
him at Havelbagh on his return, and are exceedingly beautiful: high rocks 
be would see what could be done for crowned with woods, and broken into 
him. ~leantime we paid 11im liberally all the capricious forms which lime-
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Eitone in a rainy climate assumes. The 
valley is broader and more 6tony, and 
the f~atures in general are in a grander 
and more savage style. I had, hldeed. 
been strongly impressed during the last 
three days with the conviction that this 
is by fur the most beautiful passage 
into or out of the Kemaoon; aud that, 
t!xcept the gorge of Mount Gaughur, 
which is without a rival, nothing is 
seen on the BeemthUl road which equals 
the valley of the Koosilla. I only hope 
that it; three years hence, I have the 
pleasure of taking my wife through 
tlus part of India, something like a 
road will have been made by this pas
sage. It is, decidedly, the most advan
tageous line, and one in which a track 
for loaded mules and oxen might be 
constructed at a very moderate expense. 
On the other side of the river we found 
ou\'~el .... es on more level ground, and 
rode under a ~hade of walnuts, toon, 
aud ilex, to Dikkalee, a statiOIl of grass 
huts, occupied during the dry slIason 
by a small detachment of Sir R. Col
quhoun's mountain-rangers, but, like 
Tandah and places of the same kind, 
deadly at other times. 

Of Tandah, however, as well as the 
rest of this forest, Sir Robert spoke in a 
less alarming manner thau those with 
wbom I bad previously conversed. He 
said that they were all, unquestionably, 
very unwholesome and dangt·rous places 
at particular seasons, but in the present 
or the past month they were not worse 
tllall many of the low "alleys of Ke
maoon, which were yet often neces
sarily traverspd by the officers of Go
,·crnment. He ascribed much of the 
nnhealthiness both of the forest and tbe 
Terrai to the sudden ehangt'S of tem
llerature, the burning sun, anu tIle chill
ing bla~ts which often come from the 
aills. This seemed the only reason 
why April and May were so pestilen
tial as they were allowed to be. 

The Ghorkha boy came with his 
fish, as he promised; but his offerin~ 
was eclip;;ed by a large basketfull 
which some fishermen brought. Sir 
Hobert Colquhoun said it was well 
worth while to see their manuer of 
catching the fi~h, Bud we all three 
wt'nt in the evening to t;he spot where 

, 
tbey had laid their nets. It was a 
small rapid in the river, more shallow 
than usual, above and below which 
was a long net, fmm the space betwe('11 
\lhich they scooped out all the fish 
which they could find, having, as I 
pnderstood, drawndlheir nets in oppo-
4iite directions up aud down the stream, 
till they had enclosed a considerable 
number in a CQmparatively narrow 
space. To catch tht·m, bowever, they 
had neither casting nor scoop nets, nor 
lUIything but their hands, which. as 
well as their teeth, they used witll 
much dexterity, hunting the fish an:ong 
the large stones in a very amuFing 
manner. A splendid haul was taken, 
from 'which, after choosing one or two 
of the best for ourselves, and two bas
ketsfull for the servants and ScPO) s, 
we told the peopl,e who had a~~i&kd 
in tile sport, and who were chiefly our 
own Khasya bearers, that they might 
take the rest themselves. A scramUe, 
but in much good-humour, followed; 
and this addition to their pay seemed. 
as often happens, to please th~m more 
than the pay itself. 
. While this was going on, the G horkha 
boy stood by idle. .. Why do not yolt 
try your luck?" Lady Colquhoun asked 
him. .. I ean catch fish for myself," 
was his answer, "and what use to jostle 
with fools?" He is evidently a singular 
character. I wish he may get honour
able employment in onr army; for, if 
not, he has about him many of the ele
ments of an excellent Pindarree. 

All the fish, except the trout, in these 
rivers have leather mouths, \lith 8 

stronger power of suction than is nEll
ally observable. The common opinion 
is, that they fasten themselves hy this 
means to stones and rocks in order to 
be secure against tile violence of the 
stream. There are others also like 
those of Englan<!, but some of them of 
lighter colour. I this evening took 
leave of my kind friends, who intended 
to remain here another day, and then to 
march by the foot of the hills to Ea
moury. 

December 7.-The way from Dikka
lee to Chilkeah is all forest, but by no 
means leTel like the track betWf'cn Ba. 
moury and Ruderpoor. It is a collc<;-
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tion of rocky and woody hills, with a 
very good road winding through them. 
The grass is long and the jungle in 
several places thick; but the trees, 
many of them very fine ones, stand a 
good way apart. At length a steep 
pitch of rugged roa~ brought us out on 
the plain, IW.d we saw a wretched vil
lage before us, with my tents, white 
and shining in the morning sun, beside 
it. The first appearance of the inhabit
ants of Chilkeah was not prepossessing. 
They had the same yellow skins, the 
same dull yet fierce look, the same 
ragged and scanty clothing, the same 
swords and shields, as those in the 
other parts of these inhospitable plains. 
Their cottages were half-huricd in tall 
grass, and the place had not a more 
auspicious look than the most unhealthy 
of the eastern villages. 

From the mohout, however, of my 
elephant which was sent to meet me, I 
had. the satisfaction of learning that all 
the people were well; and in the appa
rent, and I believe sincere, cordiality 
which both Se~ys and servants dis
played ou receiving me after this ab
sence, in returning to my own "accus
tomed tent" and furniture, in revisiting 
Cabul and Nedjeed, and in hearing 
again the "talam" of the two little 
(' hildren of the mohout,· I felt for a mo
ment somp-thing like the pleasure of 
home, till J recollected J:!ow far I still 
was, and how long I was likely to be, 
separated from those who only make 
home agreeable to me. The old Sou
bahdar, who received me at the head 
of his company with presented arms, 
drum, and fife, gave a short and fa
vourable account of the progress of his 
rarty. They had come straight through 
the forest fl'olIl Tandah to Casherpoor, 
remained there a few days, and thence 
advanced to Chilkeah; all were well, 
both men and animals, e:x.cept one poor 
elephant, which had been grievously 
bruised several years ago in helping to 
carry a field-piece to Almorah, and 
whose hurts, strange to say, broke out 
a~in as soon as she approacbed the 
hills I The loss of her services was at 
present very inconvenient, but it was 
fortunate that we had not sent the mules 
away. 

Cbilkeah, though a poor place to 
look at, is by no m('ans an unimportant 
one at certain seaFons of the year, be~ 
ing one of the pl'inci pal marts of trade 
both into Kemaoon, and through t.1at 
country into 'l'hihet and Tartary. A 
great Dumber of temporary huts, rangpd 
in the Sorm of a regular town, were 
already built, and many more were 
building, for the accommodatiou of the 
traders who meet in this emporium, and 
I was surprised to find Englh.h cloths 
and Eastern shawls of good appearallCI', 
with many other apparently serviceable 
and valuabJe commodities, exposl·d fur 
sale in huts which scarcely equ.'\lled a 
rottage cow-house in Shrop;hire. When 
the unhealthy weather returns, all these 
huts are abandoned, and, during thtl 
raius, fall into nearly total ruin. \\,t 
the Jemautdar of Chilkeah said tbeir 
water was good, in which all my people 
agreed, and considered the place lUI 

. healthy, that is, for one in the Terrai. 
Such, however, is the horror with which 
even this most favoured tract of the 
lowlands is regarded by the Khasya 
mountaineers, that Sir R. Colquhoun 
told me he knew an instance in wllich 
six invalid Sepoys rather preferred to 
give up their pensions than go to Mee
rut through Chilkeah during the bad 
lieason; and another in which a roO. 
bery and murder were not prosecuted, 
because none of the witnesses could be 
prevailed on by any possible induce. 
ment to go to Moradabad, the circuit 
court. Under the~e circumstances, it 
is evident that KemaOOlll'ought to have 
a separate jurisdiction, and that her 
military officers ~hould have such power 
as to enable them to act, in some cases, 
independently of their superior officers 
in the plains. This would. howeVt'r, be 
difficult, and the only remedy whIch 
seems practicable, is to give a latituUe 
in such cases as I have melltioD(>d. 
The separate judicature seems abso
lutely necessary, for it is a grievous 
thing to say, "you shall not obtain 
justice unless at the great ri~k of a pu
trid fever!" The view of the moun
tains from Chilkeah is 'Very good, but 
I was satiated with fine scenery. and 
was only bent on pushing on. 

December 8.-·~ext morning, al'.cord.. 
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iugly, we proceeded ten coss to Casher
poor. I went on horseback over a very 
wild, marshy, and jungly plain, over
grown with grass far h!gher than my 
head, and scattered with trees and 
bushes. I have never seen a more fever
ish or tigerlff country, nor was Casher
poor, when I reached it, a bit better 
looking than Ruderpoor. Surely, if these 
places ,!U"e really healthier than those 
o~ other road, and they are certainly 
more ~pulous, thel1! must be more in 
the dlfference of the water than Eu
ropeans are willing to allow. 

Casherpoor is a famous place of Hin
doo pilgrimage, has divers temples, and 
6 very holy and dirty tank, whert 
the pilgrims bathe in their way to the 
temples at the foot of Bhadrinll,th. 
None of them, however, are particularly 
worthy of notice, and the most ~emark
able thing which I saw was a quack
doctor, a Mussnlmnn, educated, he said, 
at J,uckno'W, and well stockf'd, not in
dped with medicines, for he had ouly a 
very little satchel, but with all the 
usual grimace of a merry Andrew, and 
a good stock of confidence, with some 
little English and Persian. 

In walking to a ruinous fort at a short 
distance from the town, I passed, how
ever, after I had written this, some 
noble mangoe-tl'ees, overshadowing the 
tombs and temples, of which I have 
spoken, and two walled orchards, 
planted, as the village J em,autdar told 
me, by wealiliy merchants resident in 
the place. He said a great trade passed 
through this channel, and the town, 
from its superior healthiness, was much 
preferred to Chilkeah by the rich 
traders. I asked him if the fever never 
came llere. He shook his hf'ad, but 
said that it was chiefly confined to the 
poor, and those who had scanty clothing 
and slept on the ground; a description, 
however, which comprises nille-tenths 
d aU wb·., ever come into this neigh
bourhood He said that Casherpoor 
was built by a divinity, as I understood 
him, named Cashi, five thousand yeal'S 
ago; that it was a /Veat place in all the 
wars formerly earned on on this fron
tier, and that this was the best and 
nearest way to Clilila. Abdullah, who 
followed us, listened with gre!lt atten-

tiou to his narrative, but interpos~d a 
doubt as to the antiquity of the place 
being 60 great as he supposed, on the 
ground that, according to the Persian 
Chronicles, Jumsheed Jum, who only 
lived four thousand seven hundred years 
ago, was the tirst~ho built f'itber in 
brick or stone, adding, in English to me, 
that "it was he who built the tower of 
Babel." I was a little afraid of war be
tween the rival Titans, Cashi and Jum
sheed, when the long-legged Sl'poy, who 
had also fonowed, cried out "There is 
Nundidevi \" and all eyes were turncd 
either to see the hill of which such won
ders had doubtless been told, or, as in 
my own case, to take a last leave of one 
of the noblest4hanimate works of, Pro
vidence. Of ilie white hills N undidevi 
alone was visiblf', but he was very dis
tinctly so. I forgl't wheilier I men
tioned in its proper place. that all the 
natives of the country assert, a smoke 
is often seen to rise from the lower of 
its highest peaks. This is, they say, 
the kitchen of the god Nundi; but if it 
is true, for no European has yet seen it, 
it is a very curions instance of a vol
cano situa1Pd so far from the sea, the 
waters of which are, by most chemists, 
supposed to be necessary to the produc
tion of those terrible phenomena. The 
frequency of eariliquakes in these re
gions mlgllt countenance the idea ot 
subterrancous firf', but I have not been 
able to learn that any volcanic remains. 
whether ~corire or basalt, have been as 
yet disc(lvered. It is possible that a 
fleecy cloud may have been mistaken 
for emoke; but the labours of Captain. 
Herbert, the mineralogist employed by 
Government, who is described as enter
prising and indefatigable, may probably 
soon throw some light on the question. 
If there is a volcano on Nundidevi, it 
must, however, be very inert 3lld almost 
extjnct, or it would have placed itself 
ere this beyond doubt. 

December 9.-·We proceeded to Bela
gary, a poor little villagf', whither WI" 
were obliged to take provisions from 
Casherpoor, as it neIther contained 
bazar nor tradesman. The road was 
good, nnd the country improving in 
fertility and cultivation. though still 
inferior to the average of India. One 
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of the camel-drivers here complained 
of illness, and seemed very feverish; I 
gave him medicine, and f#lding he had 
no tent or other shelter; I made his 
companions, a brutish set, and ex
tremely careless of each other, con
trive a little shed ('or him of camel 
furniture and ,sacks, and also ordered 
one of them to sit by him and give him 
"congee" (rice-~uel), as often as he 
complained of thIrst. I cannot say that 
I at all liked either his pulse or his 
looks; but though I felt 'again per
plexed, I thought that the path which 
I was treading was at least a safe one, 
In fact, he found himself better in the 
evening j and I hoped that I had pro
vided against a relapse by giving him 
a berth in the servants' tent, 

I walked round the village in the 
evening, merely for the sake of a walk, 
110t anticipating that I should see any
thing curiou~. I was pleased, how
ever, with the appearance of the houses, 
which, though very }d!..Ilmble, were all 
in iOod repair, showed abundance of 
buftaloes in their little court-yards, and 
were kept with a degree of cleanliness 
anel smartness, which, though not in
separable from a state 'of moderate 
t?omfort and plenty (since there are 
peasants, like the Dutch colonists of the 
Cape and the North American farmers, 
who are at once affluent and dirty), is 
at least never. seen where some degree 
of comfort and 'Plenty is not found. I 
saw also the women spinning cotton on 
small and odd-I>haped wheels. 

The young women seemed more 
shy than most Hindoos of their sex 
are. One poor girl, with red trousers, 
a saffron veil, and larger silver anklets 
than her neighbours, ran away as hard 
as she ('ould when we approached, but 
by ill-luck turning down a wrong lane, 
fdl a second time into the jaws of her 
enemy. I thought for a moment that 
her alarm was counterfeited, and merely 
Q fllga ad saUces, but it was evident that 
such a suspicion did her injustice. All 
the people, both here and at Casher
poor, are Hindoos, which, indeed, ex
eept the descendants of the Patan con
qnerors, seems the case with almost all 
tho inhabitants of Rohilcund. 

IJecem/;er 10. - This moming we 

went to a small town named lloitpoor, 
or some such name, through a fcrtill' 
level country, with some groves of very 
large mangoes and tara-palms. The 
mangoe-tree grows to a gl'eatel' I>ize in 
the north-east of this pn1vinc.e than ill 
any other part of India I havelct tra
versed.. Several which I passe to-day 
equalled those at Ruderpoor. J t is cer
tainly, I conceive, the largest fruit-tree 
in the world. 

Boitpoor has a small bazar, and a 
very minute mosque. Ie is partly in
habited by Mussulmans, who, I thought 
at first, received us less civiHy than the 
people of most Indian villages. It 
t1!lrned out, however, that the Zemindar, 
who had also been Jemautdar, was d,'ad, 
and that his family were not yet vi.ible, 
consequently the place was without a 
"malik," or master; and everybody did 
what he thought right, which, in the 
present case, was to do nothing. As 
this would not answer my purpose, I 
sent a message to the brother of the de
ceased, stating that I should not trouLle 
him to come to me, but only to order 
his tenants to furnish the usual ~up
plies, at the usual rate. He came, how
ever, a grey-headed man, apI,arently in 
grief, and made many apologies, "hicl! 
I could not persuade him were Dl'l'\! 
less. While we were talking, a man 
came up, throwing dust in the air, auu 
crying out pitifully for c. Justice! jus
tice \" He at first said that" my people 
had taken his fish, his straw, his bread 
-that he was plundered, ruined, and 
must starve, he and his children !" At 
length I asked him if he had been paid 
for his fish? He hesitated j but two or 
three of the people ran up to say that he 
had had seven anas, which I knew Wll~ 
quite sufficient for the whole basket. I 
then asked the Zemindar the probahle 
value of the straw which hau been 
taken, who answered" a pice." 1 gave 
him two pice, but stilJ lle was !lot sa tis
fied, though he had now confessed he 
had lost nothing more; I therefore sent 
him away, marvelling at the habit 
which seems to prevail in all these 
countries, of demanding justice with 
bitter outcries, and, even when the 
affair is a trifle, aasuming the air and 
desperation of a. ruined man 
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1'he poor camel-driver was better, 
but by no means well, and I had a Sepoy 
complaining to-day. In the evening I 
took my usual walk, accompanied by 
the old Soubahdar and the late Zemin
dar's brother, a very stupid old man, 
who merely knew that Boitpoor had 
once been,a flourishing place, but had 
been ruined in the wars. I saw, how
ever, some things worth notice: first, a 
white buffalo, a thing which Abdullah, 
who also followed me, as did my two 
inseparable Sepoys, and nearly half the 
village, pointed out as a great curiosity, 
such as he, at least, had never seen 
before. The second was the manner of 
weaving and dyeing a coarse kind ot: 
chintz, of which there seemed to be a 
considerable manufactory in the place. 
The weavin~ was like other weaving, 
but the dyemg was done very simply 
and well, with small types, if I may 
call them so, made to represent different 
parts of the pattern, and laid on in euc
CCSl\ion, after being dipped in different 
colours. All the colours were vegetable, 
and I noticed madder, indigo, and a 
strong good yellow, which they said 
was extracted from the toon-tree. The 
fabric of the stuff was bad, but the pat
terns neat and showy. A caftan of this 
stuff, lined with red or white, and 
qwlted with cotton, is called a "lebada," 
from" libd," a quilt, in Arabic and He
brew, and is the common winter-dress 
of the people ill all these provinces. 
The third particular was a sugar-mill 
at work, a machine of the simplest con
struction, but which seemed to answer 
its purpose tolerably. It consisted of a 
large vat under ground, covered by a 
stout platform, in the centre of which 
was a WOOllen cylinder, apparently the 
hollowed stump of a tree. In this was 
a stout piece of timber fixed as in a 
spcket, which was tumed round and 
round like the stick u;ed in milling cho
colate, by a beam fastened to it, to which 
tW.1 oxen were yoked. A man sate au 
the beam behind the oxen and kept 
thrusting in, betwixt the upright timber 
and its socket, pieces of sugar-cane of 
ahout a foot long, which were lleceSl'a
rily crushed by the tim ber as it turued 
round, so that their juice I'an down iuto 
the vat beneatll. They saig that stones, 

on the principle ofa c()~moJl mill, were 
far better where they could be procured; 
but here they were very poor, aud 
stones were dear. Fourth, as I returned 
home, I passed a fine tree of the mimosa, 
with leaves at a little distance so much 
resembling those oS the mountain-ash, 
that I was for a moment deceived, and 
asked if it did uot bring fruit? They 
answered no; but it was a very noble 
tree, being called "the Imperial tree," 
for its excellent properties,-that it slept 
all night, and wakened and was alive 
all day, withdrawing its leaves if any 
one attempted to touch them. Above 
011, however, it was useful as a preser
vative against magic; a sprig worn in 
the turban or sfu;pended over the bed 
was a perfect secUlity against.all spells, 
evil eye, &c., insomuch that the most 
formidable wizard would not, if he 
could help it, approach its shade. One, 
indeed, they said, who was very re
nOWIled for his power (like Lorrinite in 
Kehama) of killing plants, and drying 
up their sap with a look, had come to 
this very tree and gazed on it intently: 
" but," said the old man who told me 
this, with an air of triumph, " look as 
he might, he could 1I0 the tree no harm \" 
a fact of which I make no question. I 
was amused and surprised to find the 
superstition which, In England and 
Scotland, attaches to the rowan-tree, 
here applied to a tree of nearly similar 
form. Which nation has been, in this 
case, the imitator, or from what com
mon centre are all these common notiOLS 
derived? 

I had met several men, within these 
few days, riding on oxen, a custom 
which I had not remarked elsewhere. 
The oxen seemed very tolerable nags, 
little inferior to the common tattoos of 
the country. 

lJecember n.-This morning we 
went six coss to Moradabad. It is a 
moderate-sized toW'D,";iin'i a naIItt:$.9u'ie 
p;n en or wo, sOllie reillilns of 

rmer sp en our, standing on a slug
gish river, the Rllmgunga, as 'wide 
nearly ill this place as the Sevc:rn at 
Shrewsbury, but shallow aud fordaLle 
apparently in several places. I wa.~ on 
my elt'phallt. but it might, without the 
leUht difficulty, have been passed on 
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horseback. I fouud that Mr. Halhed 
and Mr. Parry Okeden were absent 
from home ()u duty, tl;te whole ,station 
being rendered ()u the alert by the 
alarm of a body ()f armed plunderers 
having assembled on the skirts of the 
forest, north ofthisf)lace, between Chil
keah and Hurdwar. 1 received, however, 
very great kindness and hospitality 
from Mr. Ford, the collector of the 
whole district (the northern and south
ern parts of which are divided between 
Mr. Halhed and Mr. Boulderson), who, 
together with Mr. Scott, the judge and 
magistrate, called on me early in the 
forenoon. I had also II. visit from Mr. 
Simms, the junior station surgeon (who 
is brother-in-law to our friend, Dr. Bliss, 
of 3t. J ohn' ~), and I was ~lad to con
sult him about my two SIck men. I 
was grieved to find that he considered 
their complaint as likely to turn out the 
jungle fever I His view of th~ un
wh(\lesomeness of the Terrai corre
sponded entirely with what I had heard 
4t BareilIy, and from Mr. Doulderson. 
He said that there were many places 
along the border which were at all 
srasons dangerous; that Mr. Halheu's 
party bad already scnt in several sick 
since their pursuit of the fr~ebooters 
commenced; and though less dangerous 
at some times than others, he did not 
conceive either the Terrai or the forest 
to be ever wholesome places to linger 
ill. 

Under these circumstances I felt ex
tremely sorry that I had detained my 
men even a few days at Chilkeah,thongh 
in so doing I acted from the best in
f(wmation in my power. Mr. Simms 
thought that it would turn out a mild 
ca~e with both of them j but it was ne
cessary that they should be immediatdy 
removed to the military hospital. The 
poor Sepoy was very unwilling to go, 
but there was uo remedy. The camel
dl'iver was really fO ill this morning 
that he was hardly abJe to express any 
choice in the affair. Mr. Simms good
naturedly pz:ocured dhoolies to carry 
them, aud promised me to pay them all 
the attention in his power. 

December 12, Sllllda:J.-I read prayers, 
preached, aud aumilli~tered the Sacra
Ulent ~().day, ill one of the rooms of the 

collector's cutcherry, to about twenty 
persons j a more llumerous congrega
tion than I expected, considering that 
so many of the residents were awuy.· 
Indeed, Mr. Okeden and Mr. Willialll~, 
the assistant registrar, actually, on pur
pose to be present, returnt!d from tbe 
camp, about forty miles off. • 

The cutcherry is a large and hand
some house, which was built by Mr. 
Leycester when he was judge aud Inaoo 
gistrate here. It is on the same sort of 
scale with our house in Calcutta, "ith 
the addition of a very splendid gateway 
as lodge, which would serve for the gate 
of a city, and an extent of at lCah! 
.twenty acres of land, formerly laid out 
in gardeu, but now totally neglected, 
except as a field for making bricks out 
of. The most curious part, howe"vcr, 
of the place to an English e) e, is that 
this fine house (for it really is a very 
fine one) is surrounded l,y a mud ram
part, with a deep moat, and four bmaJl 
circular bastions, all now much out of 
repair. On expressing wme surprise 
at this, I was told that ~ hen Mr. Ley~ 
eester built the house, such a precaution 
was, in this part of India, I,ot undet:il'
able, though it was rathcr unu,ual. 

After service I had three christel,ings, 
and an intercsting visit from a fine 
grey-bearded old man, who said he had 
been converted by Mr. Corrie to Chris
tianity when at Agra, and that hi! 
name was " Noor MUSbeeb," Light of 
the Messiah. He came to ask for books, 
if I had any to spare him; to introduc~ 
his son, a tall, strapping, but not aUl>
piciou&-looking Joung man, who was e 
catechumen, and wished to be brptized; 
and, laotly, to beg me to ~peak to tbe 
collector and Mr.lIalhed, that he might 
not be turned out of a small office" hich 
he held, and which, he ~aid, lie was in 
danger of 10silJ!! on account of his 
Christianity! This, indeed, was not 
the reason given, hut he said that his 
comrades in office, Derce Muswlmans, 
l~ft no ~tone unturned to misrepl'CliI;'ut 
and ruin him, and tha.t, if he had IlO 

protector, he mllbt sink. Abdullah raid 
he knew from his own exprnence, IUld 
from all he had heard from Fyze MilS

seeh and Abdul Mu."~eeh, that this was 
very likdy to be tr\lC~ and I therdim? 
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did giy(' the poor mUll a few lines, stat
ing hb C,tSt', to both Mr. Ford aud Mr. 
Halht·(!' I also fUl'lli"hed him with a 
Hindoo.tanee Prayer- hook (he had 
already the four Go&pcIE), and with re
f!ard to his SOil, whom he Eaid he l>ad 
IIlstructcd carefully to the best of his 
knowledge, I tolll him I could not my
self examine him mfficiently to judge 
of his aC(luiremeuts in Christianity, 
which, indeed, did not- seem very e'x
tl'nsivt', but if he would ro with me to 
Meerut, he mif,ht put his bed Ullder the 
connants of the tellt, and I would give 
llilll his provihion~, and that there Mr. 
Fisher should examine and instruct him 
more fully. The old man was very· 
gratdul, and wanted to kiss my knees 
and feet; the young one bowed very 
low, andashed my blessing, but did not 
sepm to participate in an equ.ll degree 
in his fdther's zeul. This is the third 
or fqurth Christian I have heard of 
scattered up and down in these mountain 
provinces, and it is likdy that, as 
1\1r. Corriethinl.s, there are many more 
believers in Christ, who dare not, by 
owning themsdves, incur the ill-will of 
tl1(;II' ndghl)ours. 

I went in the aftcrnoon to the hOfpi
tal to see tIle Sepoy and camel-driver. 
The former I found in much distress 
Ilnd depre~Fion of spirits, from being in 
a strange place and, without a nurse. 
Being a Brahmin he could only receive 
1I0ul'l&luuent, and particularly water, 
from one of his own caste, and there 
was no Sllch person attached to the hos
pital. lIe was quite sensible, Lilt very 
feverish, and seemed to think himself 
left to die. I encouraged him as well 
n~ I could, ami wrote a note to Mr. 
Simms. b('gging him to get a Brahmin 
for him, which he might ea&ily do from 
lIe regiment quartered in the place. 
l'he poor camt'l-driver thought him&elf 

bl·tter, his fe"l'er having intermitted. 
The hOFpital is a very comfortable olle 
for this climate, a large thatched bun
galow, all in Ollt' room like a barn, with 
suflicicnt air, and v('ry well veranrlahed 
roUJl(!. The bed.. were clean aud <'om
furtablc, and thete seemed no want of 
anything Lut that peculiar attenJance 
which the prl'judiccs of the lIindoos 
t'equile, and. which, I was' given to 

YOL.1. 

understand, would ou my IJPplicatil1ll 
Le immediately supplild. 

Mr. Pal1'y Okedell called on me in 
the course of the day .. He considered 
the bnnditti, wLom tll(;'Y had been pur
suing, as completely dJ~pen,ed. They 
followed them a d.,): or two, aud OIlC" 

were very near surprising them in the:r 
bivouac, where they found the embers 
stiU hot, and th~ pitchers for cooking 
not all empty, They had issued pro
mises of reward for the apprthenf:iou of 
the ringleaders, but did not expect much. 
result from the measure. 

I had an opportunity here of seeing 
the way in which ice is made alI. over 
Upper India. A mtmber of broad aud 
very shallow earthen pans are placed 
on a layer of dry Etraw, and filled with 
water. In tIle night, even the small 
deflree of fro~t ,~hieh is felt here is 
sufficient to cover thefe with a thin 
coat of ice, which is carefully collected 
and pacl,ed up. The qUll.ntity produc~d 
mllst be, however, very small, and the 
process an expensive one. Vines seem 
to thrive well here, but they do not 
prune them close enough. They are 
very beautiful otjt'cts; but a vine to be 
productive should be trimmed till it is 
downright ugly. Here tlle climate 
might answer very well. In Kemaoon 
it does not; the rains setting in so early 
tIlat the fruit has not time to ripen. 
On the whole I am rather struck with 
the apparent similarity in manr points 
of productions, scenery, &c. of Rohi!
cund with Bengal. The climate is 
certainly different, yet in other respects 
they resemble each other more than any 
parts of India which I have yet visited. 
Rohilcund, however, in everything but 
rivers has much the advantage. 

I saw frequently,' during the last 
weel" the nest of the tree-wasp, abollt 
the size of, anti nearly similar in shapu 
to those of the English, but hanging 
like large withered fruit from the 
branches of trees. I have not seen any 
of tht' insects themselves, at least to 
dL»tinguish them, nor have I bef'n able 
to learn whether, and in what respects, 
they differ from their brt'thrcn who hive 
in banks and hollow places. 

Like almost all tile noblhty cf India, 
the Nawllb of Rampoor is a mere drunk· 

u 
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ard and voluptuary. _ He had lately a 
very clever managing steward, under 
w hom his little terntory prospered 
greatly, But, \ike the KiIig of Oude, 
he has now got nd of him, and his jag. 
hire is pretty much administered ac
cording to the anci(,nt Indian maxim-

" The good old rule, the slmplt' plan. 
That they should take who have the po\\er. 
~nd they should keep who cant" 

(Jiampoor is described as a large 
town, chiefly remarkable for the sort of 
fortification which surrounds it. This 
is a high thick hedge, or rather planta
tion, of bamboos, set as close to each 
other as possible, and faced on the out
side by a formidable underwood of cac
tus and babool. The only places of 
entrance are narrow paths defended by 
,trong wooden barriers, and the defence 
is one which, against irregular troops, 
is said to be extrerpely efficient, since 
neither cavalry nor infantry can be 
~rought up to act against an enemy 
whom they cannot see, but who fire at 
them from between tlle stem of the 
b8lllboos, under cover of the thorny and 
almost impenetrable bushes without) 

])eceTJther IS.-This morning we left 
Moradabad and marched ten sh6'rt coss, 
about sixteen miles, to Tyleepoor, a 
paltry little village, at a considerable 
distance from the necessary supplies, 
but which was the best halting-place 
within our reach; that laid down in 
Paton's l'oute being above twenty miles, 
a distance .too great to march without 
some real necessity. There is 8 good 
deal of waste land between Moradabad 
and Tyleepoor. and the soil seems poor 
and barren. • There nre also some 
marshy pools, and we forded a small 
river. 

I had another Sepoy very feverish 
to-day, and suspect ,that he bad been ill 
some time, and had concealed it for 
fear of the hospital. I know not whe· 
tller fortunately or otherwise, they have 
acquired a marvellous opinion of my 
m<>dical skill. This renders them very 
willing to take my remedies, but 1t 
may lead them to trust to me too far. 
I gave this man a dose of calomel and 
jalap, being afraid of James's powder, 
as it wat! near night, and hi bad to 
march next day. 

I read Hindoostanee prayers thiS 
evening with Abdallah and the new 
catechumen, Jaffier Beg, who bas ra
ther riseIl' in my favourable ·opinion. 
He has evidently taken a good deal ot 
pains in studying the four Gospels, the 
only Christian books which he has yet 
seeIi; and his questions were very DU

merous. He joined. in the Lord's 
Prayer with much seeming devotion, 
and said he understoo!\ the other pray
ers which I read. I am, however, velled 
morl! and more at the little ground 
which I gain in the language, and at 
the little time which I have for im
proving myself. Yet the one is the 
consequence of the other; and for the 
last I have no remedy, now that I have 
neither secretary nor assistant, and have 
so much of my day taken !lP by tun·l
ling and the necessal'y preparations for 
traveUin~. Lushington and Archdea
con Corne were considerable helps to 
me in writing, &c., but I do not know 
that their presence at all forwarded my 
progress in Hindoostanee. ' 

December 14. - This day's march 
was ten coss, to a small and poor vil· 
lage named Muhaisna, where we had 
some difficulty in obtaining supplies, 
and found the ryuts di~posed to grum
ble and he uncivil. One of the men, 
who was fiercest and loudest, was a re
markably tall and fine-looking young 
man, with a silver bracelet of a singular 
form on his arm, which struck me from 
its classical character, being two ser
pents twined together. They- com
plained that hay had Leen taken with
out paying for it, which did not appear 
to have been the case; and at last the 
principal farmer of the village owned 
that their outc1'ies were from fear of 
what would be taken, rather than from 
and mischief which my people had 
al.;eady done. 
lIn our way we passed through the 

outskirts of ~m~~~ a considerable 
town, with some I 'a mosques and ex
tensive gardens, with walls and sum
mer-houses, and surrounded with large 
plantations of sugar and cotton) TIle 
generality of the country, however, is 
poor, sterile, and ill-inhabi t~d, with 
more waste land than is usual in India. 
The sown land, too, appeartd, suffering 
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exceedingly from drought, ~hich. in- fore I got into Meerut, Jet even this I 
deed. is the cru,e with all Rohileund: would have gladly borne to see the poor 

This station of Muhaisna was a bad dry clods mQist and hopeful. 
one in another respect. The ouly grove December 15. - This morni.~ We 
of trees was on a broken piece of ground came, a march of eil!ht coss, to a "Illage 
intersected with gullies, and so over- named Til!hree. Half-way we passed 
grown with weeds that the tents could another village nam.M Gujrowlie. with 
not be pitehed there i and I was obliged a tolerable serai, ~ here one of my hor~es 
to encamp on theplam uear two tine pee- had been sent on befure to give me the 
pul-trees, which, however, were by no advantage of a change, as usual in In
means sufficient for the eomfort of the dian travelling. The country thus fdr 
people, and the nwnerous animals of wa.~ cultivated, not well, nor fully, but 
our cofila. The groves of fruit-trees are still there were marks of cultivation, 
the surest marks, I thiIlk, of pr~perity though everything was' grievou.ly 
about an J ndian village, and in this parched for want of rain. The remain
part of Rohilcund their rarity and, ge- del' of the distance lay through a deso
nerally speaking, their insignificant late tract, once ~videntJy well inha
sLr.e show that the land is either natu- bited. as was apparent by the few palm
rally almost irreclaimable, or that, lying trees scattered up and down, but now. 
UfOar the Ganges, and the frontier ex- and probably for many years, waste and 
posed to the usual stream of invasion, the overgrown with high jungle-grass. 
country has not recovered the horrors Tighree itself is a poor place, a small 
of that time, wIlen the Maharatta was village, with a few patehesofcornrounu 
their near and triumphant neighbour. it, in the midst of the wilderness, with
A strong proof of the recollection which out any tree, except one or two scat
the calamities of that time has left be- tered palms, and scarcely space enou;!:h 
bind is, that when tIle people of llareiJIy between the young 'wheat and the jungle 
were informed Dot long since that the to admit of our encampment. The uay 
money raised by internal duties was to I was hot. and the people and animals 
he laid out for tlle improvement oftbeir· sutlerea a good deal for want of shade, 
town, they expressed a general wish added to which, all our supplies were 
that their walls might be repaired. On to come from Gurmukteser, a distance 
as\'ing .. what enemies they feared?" of three coss, so that it was alm~t noon 
they replk>d that all was quiet at the before either grass for the horses or 
moment, but they could not tell but the fuel or food for the men arrived, and 
Maharattas might one day return. much later before the poor camels and 

I had more appliC'.ations to-day for elephants got their boughs. The Je
lDedidne, and putting worrying in place mautuar, however, and Tussildar of 
of heating, found I was in as fair a way Gurmukteser were civil, and at length 
t'l be forced into eonsidering myself an furnished us 'With everything, except 
able physician as Sgnal!Darelle, in the that the kid which they sent had the rot 
Medecin malgre lui. The Sepoy de- and was unmtable. There was no til'€
dared himself 9,uite well, which emhol- wood in the nt>ighbourhood, but the tus
dened one of IllS comradp.s to complain sildar sent a cartload of dung-cakes, 
of being feverish; and a ryut, hearing and wonld take no repayment, saying 
the application, came forward alfo to it was no more than dustoor. Ther!' 
beg somethillg for sore eyes. lIe was was little to tempt me out here, and it 
not, however, content with my medical was more from dU8toor, ·than anything 
aid, for immediately afterwards he "aid else, that 1 'Walkt:d in the evening to 
in a low tone that a man had been killed see tlle village, which I found neat, 
in the village of which he was Thanna- though small and poor. The cottages 
dar, and he should get into trouble un- in Uppt'r India have generally the tnUlt 
less I stood his frit'ud t walls of their front whitewabhed, and a 

TIle weather was so cool and cloudy rude painting of flowers or some figures 
that I hoped rain "as coming j I did of men. animal.,. or divinities, painted 
1I0t indp.ed wish for a decided fall be- on each side of their doors, a circum

u2 
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stance which I never remarked in Ben
gal or Bahar, and which has a lively 
and agreeable effect. ~They have also, 
generally, on one siue of this door, a 
small platform of clay beaten hard, 
raised about a foot, and swept very 
clean, on which toe family usually sit 
in the cool of the daJ. and where. at 
such thnes, their splllning and other 
household works are carried on. 

The Jemautdar ofGurmukkser, who 
accompanied me in this walk. said that 
the Ganges, at present, was distant 
about two coss; but that during the 
rains it came up close to this village. 
He said that Tighree and the jungles 
round it were celebrated as hunting
ground all over this part of India: that 
there was great abundance of wild llOgS. 
deer, and all other animals, except ele
phants., These require a deeper forest 
and large trees, both for shelter and 
nourishment. I asked if ther~ were 
many tigers? He said plenty; but 
that there was a very wonderful thing 
in the neighbourhood; that there were 
two Hindoo yogis, who lived in different 
cells in the wilderness, about two coss 
from the village, in opposite directions; 
of whom the one was never hurt by tIle 
tigers,'thongh living in the neighbour
hood where they most abounded, and 
where no other man would pass a night 
for half nohilcund. while, to the other, 
a tiger actually came every night and 
licked his hands, and fondled and lay by 
him for hours. At first. from my imper
fect knowledge of the language, [ fancied 
i ~ was the same sort of story w hich.I had 
heard concerning the saint's tomb at 
Sicligully; but on asking if it was 
where the yogi was buried, he ex.
plained himself very clearly, that the 
saint was still alive,-that he was very 
old, and went quite naked, with a long 
white beard and hair,-that his dwell
ing was a little hut among the long 
grass, not far from the road-side, in the 
way to Gurmukteser, and that there 
were people who had been there at 
night, and seen him and his tiger toge
uler. He added, that he lived by cha
rity, bllt never &ked for anything ex
cept he was actually hungry, which 
was seldom the case, as from bis high. 
I'eputation he was generally supplied. 

I asked the Jemautdar if he IUlll 
seen the tiger? lIe answered "No. 
because he had never been there at 
night. but that there was llO uouLt of 
the fact." I asked, "If I were to /-,-0 
there now (it was growing dusk). !>bonld 
I !ee him (', He answered that I might 
have done so, if the holy man had been 
at home, but that he had gone the day 
before to Amroah, and that I must have 
passed him on the road. In f,u:t, the 
saees, who had been sent on to Gu> 
rowlie, said that he had sern 11 very 
remarkable old man, answering to tile 
description given, seateu in a corner of 
the serai at that place. The Jemautdar 
was a Mussulman, and had no motive 
for swelling the praises of a Ilindoo 
saint, so that I have little doubt that he 
himself believed what he told me, nor, 
indeed, do I think the fact lmpOfisible, 
Of even improoable. Similar stories 
are told of hermits in Syria, whose cells 
have been frequented by lions; and a 
lion I should conceive to be as formi
dable a chum as a tig-erj and it cer
taiI.!Jy is not unlikely that a man, with 
no other occupation or amusemeut, 
might very thoroughly tame a tiger's 
whelp. so as to retain a hold on its 
affections, and to restrain it, while in 
his presence, from hurting others, even 
after it had arrived at its full growth 
and fierCE-ness. Every animal is, cretl" 
ris paribus, fiercer when tied up or 
confined j yet the great tIger at TIar
rackpoor would, I bave no doulJt, allow 
his keeper to sleep in the same den 
with him. In a wilderne~s abounding 
with hogs and deer, there would i.e 
little mk of the tiger's coming how!:.' 
so hungry as to be tempted to attack 
his friend; and the principal dang~r 0 
the devotee would be from the rougb 
fondling of his pet when he waF! two
thirds grown. As to the supposed 
safety of the rival saint, that I conceiv€ 
to be merely luck, added to the fae 
that, except a tiger be provoked, OJ 

much pressed by hunger, or have onc' 
tasted human flesh, it seems pretty eer 
tain that he seldom attacks a man. 

The poor Sepoy to whom I llad giver 
medicine the day before, and 'Wlio 'A-a 
this morning reported mueh better 
was again attncked with fe'\'er at Ilighl 
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I gave him a rather stronger dObe than 
before, but by no means felt easy-about 
Jlim. 

I am not sure wh~ther I mentioned 
in their proper places two curious facts 
w hicb were told me in Kemaoon re
~peeting the forests and their produc
tions. The one is, that fires often take 
place in tbe jtmgles during the dry 
season, by tbe mere friction of the 
cane stalks against each other in high 
winds. This was first told me by the 
Haja Gourman Singb, and it was con
firmed, at least as being !he usual 
opinion of the people, by Mr. Traill 
and Sir R. Colquhoun. A scene of 
this sort, and arising from this caus.~. 
is deocribed in Levden's Scenes of In
fancy, but I had always, till now, sup
posed that the llOCt's fancy, rather than 
his reading, had been his prompter 
here. The other is that the Loa 'con
strictor is frequently found, particularly 
in tbe wood between Bamoury and 
Dikka]ec, under the immediate feet of 
the hills. These snakes are of enor
mous size, but not much feared by the 
IUltives,since tbough they have, in their 
opiuion, sufficient strl'ngth to master a 
buffalo, they are prollOrtionably un
wieldy •. Many stories are told here as 
in Surinam, of persons stepping on thpm 
by mi~take for fallen trees, and being 
terrified on finding them alive. 

December 16.-From Tighrec to the 
ferry of the Ganges is about three coss. 
all" ild jungle. Half-way we passed the 
hermitage of the tiger-saint, a little 
cottage almo~t huried in long grass, but 
both larger and more apparently com
fortable than, from tbe Jemautdar's 
ue,eription, I bad expected. We now 
took leave of the noble Gang(-s, not 
again to S<"e it tm our return by ~ea 
to Saugor Island. Even here, at this 
distance from the sea, and in almost the 
driebt season of the year, it is a great 
and mighty ri~er, Ilot far short, as I 
think, of the Thames at W ~6tmin,ter 
Bridge. During the rains, it must, 
judglllg from its traces 011 both sides, 
he D(·arly four miles across. I had 
fl'eqtwntlya.,ked military men wbether 
the Gaugt's was in any way fordal,le 
Ilt\er it left me hills, ami hatl, as u~ua) 
ill India, rt'cchcJ contraqietory aud 

unsatisfactory answers, but the impres
~iOll left on my mind was, that it was 
fordable both at Gurmukteser and 
Anop&hehr. Ou asking the Jemautdar 
and ferrynlCD, however, they all agreed 
that there was no ford in its "hole 
course. Here there scrtainly was not; 
since, as the boats could not receive 
our elephants, and they tried to wade 
through, even they" ere, in the middle 
of the stream, compelled to swim, a 
sight which I was 110t at all sorry to 
have an opportunity of seeing. All 
three could swim, which was fmtunate, 
as this is not always the case with them. 
I did not think that the ODt' which I 
remarked sank so deep in the water as 
had been describ!:d to me, or as the 
elephant is represented as doing iu 
Captain Williamson's print. 

In the course of this day's march. II. 

eircUlnstance occurred which proves, I 
think, how much the peorle of this 
country look up to the English for 
help and counsel in all t>mergcncies. 
I was going alonv a jungly piece of 
road, for all this daJ s march as well as 
yesteruay's was more or less jungly, 
when 1 saw a little cluster of travellers 
of the lower class surrounding some
body on the ground. As SOO11 as they 
saw me they immediately mn up, say
ing that one of their friends was Eick, 
and they begged me to look at him and 
give him medicine. The man, as it 
turned out, had only a little colic, which 
was well Jx>fore my physic chest arrived 
to enable me to give him medicine. 
Dut what struck me, was the immediate 
impulse which led these men to sup~ 
pose, on seeing an European riding 
along the road, that he was likely to 
help and advise them I Surely. if this 
opinion is general, it mUht be one or 
tlle ~st holds we have on ('ur Ind;an 
empire. _ 

Shahjehanpoor, a common name in 
India, is a large and picturesque town, 
with a ruined castle, seypral mosquc~. 
and some large and £ne groves and 
pools of water. I saw, how('Ver, hut 
littlt> of it, for I had It good deal 
of business during the day, getting 
ready my letters to be despatched frolh 
Meerut, and in the evening having pa
tiellts again. The Sepoys indeed \I cre 
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WI'U, lmt two pouies, oue uelouging t.., 
Mr. Forde's chuprassce, the other, a 
very pretty one, to. Cashiram the 
c:ootn:lShta, were taken exceedingly ill. 
'the causes of their attack were va
riously stated, but I believe that the 
saees had given ~em too much and 
too acid gram immediatRly aft.el· their 
journey. They had both the appear
ance of palsy or staggers, had lost the 
use of their loins, reeled. to and fro, 
and at length fell Before I heard of 
it they had given them brandy, pepper, 
and I know not what, and when I saw 
them they had every symptom of vio
lent inflammation of the bowels. I 
advised bleeding immediately; nobody 
could do this but Abdullah, and there 
was no proper instrument but my pen
knife; while I was hunting for this, 
one of the horses died, and the other 
was evidently in extremity. Abdullah 
opened the usual vein, but very little 
blood. would run; in fact, they had 
given it arrack ~nough to kill an ele
phant. It died in the course of the 
night, and all which gave me pleasure 
in the business, was the exceeding at
tachment of the poor saees to it. He 
wrung his hands over it, as if it had 
been his brother, sate by it, supporting 
its head, and rubbing its ears and neck, 
till life was actuall,r gone, and, as it 
app,eared, it was his 19norant good-will 
in giving too large a feed of corn 
which had done the mischief. Cashi
ram bore his loss very well, aud said not 
a single cross word to his servant the 
whole time. I wish all Christians might 
have behaved with as much propriety. 

December 17.-To-day we went six 
coss to Mow, a poor village without 
tl'ees, where, however, by the advan
tage of a firuian from the collector of 
Meerut, and of a very I'ivil TussiIdar, 
we got supplies in uhundance, and 
were allowed to pay fc,r n()thin~. In 
the afternoon a larg!.' troop of gtpseys, 
as I and all my people thought they 
were, though the1 th!'mseives disowned 
the term, came to the camp. They 
said they came frum Ahmedabad in 
Guzerat, were going on pilgrimage to the 
Ganges, and had been eight months on 
their road. They pret!'nded at first to be 
Brahmins, to the gnmtscandal and iuuig-

nation of Ca~hiram, \\ ho is a Brahmin, 
mal reproved them with mnch au~teJ'itv 
for their presumption. I n.~ked t1JeTn 
to show their " strings," on "\l\ hieh they 
confessed they had lIOlle, but etm per
sisted that they were Uajpoots. .. Tell 
me the truth," said I, "are )OU 
Dheels ?" the name of the wil.l mlJun
taineers near Ahmedabad. My people 
laughed at this question, and said they 
certainly were Bhecls amI lIothiDg 
else. They, however, stiffly denied it. 
They were. very merry, but vl'ry poor 
wretches, nearly nakl'<i, and the leanest 
specimens of human life I have ever 
seen j so wretched, indf'ed, was their 
poverty, that I immediately sent for a 
supply of pice to distribute among 
them, pending the arrival of which, a 
man and woman, who secm!.'u the 
Tramezzani and Catalani of the party, 
came forwards, and sung two qf three 
songs, the man accompanyjlJg them on 
a vina, a small guitar like the nu~sian 
balalaika. Their voices were really 
good, and though they sung in the vile 
cracked tone which street-singers have 
all the world over, the effect was not 
unpleasant j but it was a ~tra/lge and 
melancholy thing to hear a !ove-song, 
expressive, 80 far as I could catch the 
words, of rapture and mutual admira
tion, trilled out by two ragged wretcheR, 
weather-beaten, lean, and ~moke-dried. 
The poor little children, tbou;l,h quite 
naked, seemed the best fed, and J 
thought they Eeemed kind to them. 
though one old man, who was the bead 
of a party, and had an infant siung 
in a dirty cloth, like a hammock, to a 
stick, which he carried in his hand, 
held it careleFsly enough j insomuch 
that, till I asked bim what he had in 
his bundle, and he opened his cloth to 
show me, I did not snppo,>e it was a 
child. I gave them an ana each, chil
dren and all. with which they went to 
buy ghee and flour in the village, and 
soon after made a fire under a neigll
bouring peepul-tree. I saw them in 
the course ofthe eyening at their meal, 
and one of the collector's suwarrs said 
he heard them pray for me bf'fore they 
sate down. I should llr .. ve fancied th<!ln 
very har:mless poor creatul'('S, or at 
worst, only formidable to hen-roost., 
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and in such petty thefts as gipseys 
practise in England. But I find these 
rambling parties of self-called pilgrims 
bear a very bad character in Hindos
tan. They are often described as 
" Thugs," the name given to the prac
tice of which they are accused, that., 
namelv, of attaching themselves, on 
different pretences, to single travellers 
or small parties, and watching their op
portunity to fling a rope with a slip
knot over the heads of their victims, 
"hh which they drag them from -their 

horsef!, and strangle them. So nimbly 
and with such fatal aim are they said to 
do this, they seldom miss, and leave no 
time to the traveller to draw a sword, 
use a gun, or in any way defend or dis
entangle himself. The wretches who 
practise this are very numerous in 
GuzerU and Malitvah, but when they 
occur in Hindostan are generally from 
the south-eastern provinces. My poor 
gipseys, I hope, as they appeared at 
least grateful, were not monsters 1)1 

this atrocious description. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

lIIEERUl' TO DELHI. 

SI'uation oC hJel'rut-Churell-Consecration-Valley of tbe Dboon-Condor-Anecdole .. r 
Begum Sutnroo-School-flospital-IJon6rmation-Slirgeon appointed-Skinner's IJoNl~
Heavy Rain-Delhi-Tomb IJf Hutnaiuon-Aqueduct-Firo",,'. Walking-stlck-lmmpn"" 
f'Xtent of Ruins--Sha\\l Manufactory~umna MllsJeed-Pre.entation to the Emp"ro.
-Pdlace-J(oottah-."llIb--Present from the Begum-Late and prescnt Emperor8 oj' J)elhl. 

DECEllBER ls.-This morning I pro~ 
ceeded to l\Iee~ut, aml was met at a. 
little distance from the town by Mr. 
Fisher, the chaplain (whom I had Ollce, 
many years ago, heard preach at Knares~ 
horough), and two of his sons, one a 
chaplain on the Company's establish~ 
meat, the other a lieutenant in the same 
M'l'vice, and some officers of the troops 
in garrison; an accession of society 
which put Cabul into such high spirits, 
that I almost thought he would have 
shamed me, as he neighed like a trum~ 
p\)ter, lashed out all ways, reared, 
jump~d with all four feet from the 
ground, and did every other coltish 
trick which could Bilow his surprise, 
and tend t() discompo~e the gravity of 
his ritler. He has, however, no real 
vice, and his transports gradually su~ 
sided. 

I pitched my tellt, by Mr. Fisher's 
invitation, in his compound, which is 
an ullusually large one. Two other 
Sepoys were this day added to the sick~ 
list, and, with my former patient, re~ 
moved to the hospital, whither I sent 
with them a recommendation to the 
good offices of the surgeon, and directed, 
"inee I was myself to stay some time in 
the place, that one of their comrades 
should go every day to see that they 
~nted nothing. 
",Meerut is a 'Very extensive canton~ 
ment, but less widely scattered than 
Cawnpoor. The native town, too, on 
which it is cngrafted, is much less con~ 
siderable. It stands advantageously on 
a wille and dry plain, all in ll:lsture .. 

-.hich would afford delightful rlding
groupd, if it were not, like the l>kl'P'!S 
of l!ussia, which it much reseml,l.'t<. 
very full or holes made by the small 
marmot, which is commou thl'fe, ami 
called "suslik.")Its Hindoostallcc name 
I have not learned. A small nu!\ah, 
with a handsome bridge over it, runs 
through the town. When I saw it, it 
was quite dry, alld the bridge seemed 
absUl'd; but Mr. Fisher said that, dur
ing the rainy months, it wa<; not a bit 
longer than was necessary. The church 
is much the largest which I have ~f'cn 
in India. It is 150 feet lOllg'. 84 wide, 
and, being galleried a'l rO\lI.d, may hold 
at least 3000 people. It has a lligh ar,\l 
handsome spire, and is altogether a stl iJ..l 
ing building, too go()(l for the materials 
of which it is composed, which, like the 
rest of the public buildings of tllis conn
try, are only bad brick covered '\ ith 
stucco and whitewash. It is the work 
-of Captain Hutchinson. 

Decemb" 19.-The churl)b, which I 
have described, was consecrated this 
day with the usual forms. The ('Oll

gregation was very numerou~ and atteu
tive, the SiIlgiJlg considerably better 
than at Calcutta and the appearance of 
everything highly honourable both to 
the chaplain and military officers of 
this important station. I had the gra
tification of bearing my own hymns, 
"Brightest and best," and that for St. 
Stephen'S day, sung hetter than I ever 
heard them in a church before. It 
is a remarkahle thing that one of dlt! 
I'arlicst, the largest, and handsome;,t 
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churches iu India. as wdl as oue of the wdl-grown loy. 1\or ~ I 
lK.'St organs, should be found in so re- douLt that it is the rok "!1",r'N'lm~ 
mote a &ituJ.tioll, and in sight of the bians. 'In Sindbal way !:lltl:J.l;at 1-
IlimalJya JUountains. The evening story, so formidubl n."bWA.VtiS,h't 
I','rVH'e was Yl'ry well attended; and be easily magl1ifi"d i il11(.jl~~~!$t 
this is the more creditahle, inasDluch, ingenious voyager has de~,to 
as I havc ebewhere ob,erved, all who us concerning his giant lil ~ 
then come are volunteers, whereas December l!O.-'ob~erve orl!-
attendance in the morning is a part of ing, at the gate of Mr. Fibher b '~ 
military parade. pound, a sentry in the strict Orienta 

I h.ld h(;'dl'd Meerut prall-ed for its costume, of turban and long cafwu, but 
comparative th,,'dom f((lm bot winds, armed with musket and 1,ayoTIl't, like 
Lut do not fillli that the residents con- our own Sl'poys. He said he was OLe 
firm this statement: they complain of of the Begum Sumroo's regiment, O1:t 
them quite as much as the people of of which she is bound to furnish a CCI

Cawnpoor, and acknowledge the infe- taln number for the police of Meerut 
riorit)' of their climate in this respect and its neighbourhood. J;Ier residencE' 
to that of Hohilcund. The beautifu' is iu the ceutF<e- of her own jaghire 
valley of the Dhoon, since its conquest at Sirdhana, about tweh-e coss from 
by the BrJtifh, af:ords a retreat to their Meernt; but she has a house in this 
~tck, which tl.I.'Y seem to value highly; place where she frequently passes a 
l1111i it has the l1U vantage of being acces- considerable time together. f:ihe is a 
~il>le without danger at all times; but, very little, queer-looking old woman, 
excl'pt dUl'lI'g the dry months, even with brilliant but wicked eyes, and the 
this lovely valley is not wholesome. remains of beauty in her features. She 
Mr. Fibher had wme drawings of dif- is"possessed of considerable talent and 
ferent parts of the Dhoon, which repre- readiness in conversation, but onl» 
sentel\ scenery of very great beauty and speaks Hindoostanee. lIer soldiers ana 
luxuriance, on a smaller and less awful people, and the generality of the'inha
scale than Kemaoon. The animals bitants of this neighbourhood, pay her 
seem much tlle same; but Lieutenant much respect, on account both of her 
Fibher gave me a fulll!r account thap I supposed wisdom and her courage; she 
had yet received of the eagle, or as, having, during the Maharatta wars, 
from his statement, it rather seems to led, after her husband's death, his re
be, the condor, of these mountains. It giment very gaUantly into action, her
app~ars to belong to th;s latter tribe self riding at their head into a heavy 
from the barene~s of its neck, which fire of the enemy. She is, however, 
resembles that of the vulture, and the a sad tyranness; and, having the power 
character of its beak, which is lonser of life and death within her own little 
and t'~ll hooked than the eagle's, m.d territory, several stories are told of her 
perh~lps. too, from it~ size, which ex- cruelty, and the noses and ears ",hich 
ceeds that of any eal!le of which): hu'-e she orders to be cut off. One rdaticlll 
heard. Lieutenant Fbhenhot one very of this kind, according to native re
lately at Degra, 'I'Ihich measured thir- ports, on which reliance, however, call 
tl'l'n feet between the tips of its ex- rarely be placed, is very horrid. One 
tended willgR, and had talons eight of her dancing-girls had of!'t-nded her
inches lon~. lie was of a deep black how I have not heard. The Begum 
(olour, with a bald llead nnd neck, and onlered the poor creature to be illl
appears strongly to resemble tlle noble mured alive in a small vault prepared 
i,ini described by Bntre as common for the purpose, under the pavtment of 
among the mounuins of Abyssinia, un- the saloon where the ntltch "as thelJ 
del' the name of" Nisser." This is, no celebrating, and being aware that her 
douht, the bird which carrie~ away the fate excited much sympathy and horror, 
children from the strt'ets of Almqrah. 10 the minds of the servants and sol
The one which Mr. Fi~her shot could, diers of her palace, and apprehensive 
he was .. ure, han) ca.ried up a ,'cry! that they would open the tom\) and res-
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clle thJ victim as soon as her back was magistrate of Dundishehr, with hi' 
turned, she saw the vawt bricked up wife, passed the evening at Mr. 
before her own eyes, thm ordered her Fisher's. They pressed me, which I 
Led to be placed directly over it, and should have liked much, to take their 
lar there for several nights, till the last station in my way from Delhi to Agra. 
f.uut moans had ceased to be heard, Dut Muttra is too important a place t:> 
and she was convin<r;d th3t hunger and be passed by, and this would be tIle 
despair had done i'Aeir work. This necessary consequence of my acceptilJg 
woman calls herself a Christian, of the their invitation. 
Roman Catholic faith, which was that December 22. - I went with Mr. 
of her husband Summers. ("Sumroo" Fisher to a small conl;regation of na. 
is tile Hindoostanee pronunciation' of tive Christians, to WhOm, not being 
the German surname.) She has a Ro- able to give them a service on Snnda~, 
man Catholic priest as her chaplain, he reads prayers and preaches on th IS 
and has lately begun to build a very day, About twenty people were pr,,'" 
large and handsome church at Sird- sellt j one the "naick," or corporal, 
haua, which wiU rival, if not excel, whom, in consequence of his embrac
that of Meerut in size and architectural ing Christianity, Government very abo 
beauty. . surdly, not to say wickedl" disgraced 

I dined this da:fwith General Reyuell, by removing him from hIS regiment, 
His aide-de-camp, Captain Maa,le, is a though they still allow him his pay. 
very accomplished artist, and showed He is a tall, stout, plain.looking man, 
me a portfolio of splendid drawIngs; with every appearance of a respectaLle 
some of, them were from views in the and well-behaved soldier. Another 
Dhoon, and the mountains near Saba- was Anulld Musseeh, a convert of Mr. 
thoo. These last bear some resem- Corl'le's, who has a good deal dis tin
blance to those of Kemaoon, which guished himself as a catechibt at Delhi, 
tnay nearly equal in height j but the and on whom Mr. Fisher wants me to 
snowy range of Himalaya is removed I confer ordination. lIe is a tall, coarse
to a much greater distance, and only looking man, without much intellect in 
visible from the tops of the highest his countenance, but is said to be very 
hills. The lower parts of the Dhoon eloquent and well-inform,ed, so far as a 
seem as like Wales as possible. knowledge of Hindoostanee and Per-

December 21. - I went with Mr. sian enables him. I had, afterwards, 
Fisher to-day to a school which he has repeated conversations with him, and 
established in the old city of Meerut; was pleased by his unassuming and 
I had previously seen this very imper- plain manner. 
f~ctly, but I now found it larger than I December 23.-This morning I break
expected, with a ruined wall and fort, fasted with General Ueynell. In the 
and some good architectural remains evening Mr. Fisher read prayers and 
of mosques and pagodas. The school preached ro a tolerably numerous coo
is well managed, and numerously gregation, it being his custom to have 
attended. The bOls are taught read- service of this kind every Wednesday 
ing and writing In Hindoostanee and and Friday. 
Persian, and receive, such of them as December 24.-This day I confirm!'d 
desire it, which they all do, instrnction about two hundred and fifty people, 
in the Gospels. They read fluently, young and old, of whom between forty 
and constMled Persian very well. Their and fifty were natives converted to 
master is a Christian convert of Mr. Christianity by Mr. Fisher. Surely 
Fisher's. I also went to the native all this is what we could hardly expect 
hospital to see the three sick Sepoys, in so remote a part of India, and where 
two of whom I found mnch hettel', the no Englishman had set-his foot till the 
third still ill. They, seemed very conquests made by Lord Lake and Sir 
grateful for the visit, am! said that Arthur Wellesley. The rest of the day 
tlley were well treated, and wanted I whs busy writing letters. ThE' Sepoy 
nothing. Mr. Lowther. the .judge aud whom I had left sick at Moradabad rt;. 
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joined me; but the camel-driver. he 
said, was still very dangerously ill. 
The men who were in the ho~pltal at 
Meerut were declared convalescent. 

Decemher 25.-Christmas-day. A 
very large congreg'lltion, and above 
two hundred communicants. 

December 26.-1 preached, and after 
t'l-ening service confirmed twelve per
sons 'Who had not been able to attend 
on the Friday. 

December 27.-1 received a present 
of fruit from the Begum Sumroo, toge
ther with a civil message, expressing a 
hope to see me at Sirdhana, to which I 
returned an answer in an English letter. 
Though she herself does not understa.d 
the language, she has many people about 
her who do, particularly Colonel Bryce, 
who acts as a sort of resident at her 
court. My tents and servants set off 
this evening. 

I received a very kind offer from 
General Reynell to assign me a medi
cal attendant in my march to Bombay, 
there being a Dr. Smith at the time in 
Met'rut, who had just come with a de
tachment of troops from Mhow, and 
was not attached to any specific service 
there; he was highly recommended as 
an able man, and one who, by his local 
know!cdge, would be very useful to me 
in my journey, I had suffered so much 
during my residence at Dacca, and snb
sequently in my own illness, and when 
m;r escort and servants were attacked 
With the ft!ver in Kemaoon, for want 
of a medical attendant, that 1 ft'lt ex
tremely glad of such an oller. Indeed, 
with upwards of a hundred people in 
my train, and on the point of com
mencing a journey through countries 
of the wildest character, where no me
dic.al assistance could be obtained in 
marches of, in one instance, twenty
four, Ilnd in ancther of twenty-thTPe 
days, such a precaution is most neces
sary and reasonable. 

December 28.-1 set off from l'rIeerut 
by' Dak, as far as Begumabad, a large 
VIllage forming a part of the jagllire 
of a Maharatta princess, under the pro
tection of the English Go'Vernment. 
Hl're I mounted Nedjeed-did J ever 
tell you the name of my ,little Arab 
horse bcfol'e?-and pursued my jour-

ney, escorred by five of Culout! Skin
nvr's irregular cavalry, the most ihowy 
and picturesque cavaliers 1 have seeD 
since I was in the south of Hussia. 
They had turbans of dark red shawl, 
long yellow caftans with dark red cum
merbuuds, and ..trousers of the same 
colour. The col'flmander of the party 
had a long spear WIth a small yellow 
pennon; the othE-rs had each a long 
matchlock-gun which they carried on 
the right shouldt!r with the match 
ready lighted. They hud all, likewise, 
pistols, swords, and shields, and their 
caftans and turballS 50 strongly quilted, 
as to secure tliem against most sabre
cuts. Their horses were very tolerable 
in size and 1I"ppearance, bnt hot and 
vicious, and the whole cavalcade had 
an appearance remarkably wild aud 
Oriental. They are reckoned, by all 
the English in this part of the COllUtry. 
the most useful and trusty, as well 85 
the boldest body of men in India, and 
during the wars both of Lord Lake and 
Lord Hastings their services and those 
of their chief were most distingnisht!d. 
Colonel Alexander Skinner is a good 
and modest, as well as a brave man. 
He had just devoted 20,000 sicca rupees 
to build a church at Delhi. Unf0l1u
nately I shall not meet him thert', as he 
is now on the fronti~r with most of his 
men, fighting the rebellious dans ot 
Seiks and Mewatties. The Ilindoo
stanees, who rCFpect him very highly, 
call him by a whimsical, but not ill
applied corruption of his name, .. Seclln
del' Sahib," Lord Alexander. 

My tents had gone on to tbe next 
station, Furrucknuggur; but I was met 
on the road thither by Mr. Charles 
Elliott, son of the resident at Delhi, and 
assistant collector of Meerut, a clever 
young man whom I had met at l\Ir 
Fisher'S, who pressed me to come and 
pass the day with him in his tent at 
Gaziodet'n - nuggur, a small ruinous 
walled town; we did not reach his 
encampment till near twelve o'clock at 
11oon. But the sun here, though hot, 
is at this season not mischievous, and I 
passed a pleasant day. After dinner I 
had a moonlight :ridt! over a very rou!;h 
and broken ("ountry. and throl11;h a 
rivf''' to my tent. The ford was not 
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--------------------------------------------det'p, but so wide that if I had not had 
peopl~ with me who knew the country, 
I bhould have hesitated to essay it by 
such a light. I had no sooue,r got into 
my tent than it began to rain, aud dar
ing the night fdl with a violence not 
very' much less than,. that Wilich pre
ceded my arrival at C"awnpoor; a great 
and providential blessing to th;s miser
able country, the most miserable which 
I had yet see::i in India. All the way 
{,-om lIIeerut hither is scattered with 
ruins j the groves of fruit-trees are few, 
small, and neglected; the villages very 
mean, tht! poople looking half-starved. 
and quite heart-broken, and the culti
vation always apparently af the most 
slovctlly kind, now quite interrupted 
by the long drought. This rain it was 
hoped woulJ. yet save the poor surviv
ing cattle, aud keep the wheat from an 
entire failure. They have had Dot 
abovE.' three slight showers during the 
bst twelve months! This, of course, 
will account for the greater part of 
their present distress, but I have been 
~orry to think that the English taxes 
are really exorbitant here, and the mode 
of collection short-sighted and oppres
sive. Certainly the people are more 
inf~rior in apparent comfort to those of 
TIohilcund, Buhar, and even Oude, than 
a long drought will of itself account 
{or. • 

December 29.-The morning was 
ch~ar and pleasant, and the air and soil 
delightfully refreshed by the rain. I 
rode Cf.bul, and arrived by about eight 
o'dock on the banks of' the Jumna. on 
the other side of which I had a noble 
~·iew of Delhi, which is a larg~l' and 
r'ller \:Ity than I expected to see. The 
I. nha lrted par~ at' it (for the ruins extend. 
over a mrfdc:! as large as London, West
millstel, and Southwark) is about seven 
wiles lr circuit, seate(j. on a rocky range 
of hills. and surrounded by an embattled 
wall, which the English Government 
have put into repait·, and are now en
gage(i in strengthening with bastions, a 
moat, and a regular glacis. The houses 
within are many of them large and 
high. There are a great number of 
mosques, with high minarets and gilded 
d(lmes, and ab<>ve all are seen the palace, 
a very high aD!i ext.!m.ive cluster of 

Gothic towers Dnd battlements, an<l tIll! 
Jumna Musjee(i, tile largest alHl hallu
~omest place of Mus~ulman worf>hip 1Il 

Inuia. The chief material of all these 
fine buildings is red granite, of a wry 
agreeable though solemn colour, inlaid 
in some of the ornamental parts with 
white marble, aIld the gener"l 5t) Ie of 
building is of a simple anu illlpres~ive 
charact('T', which reminded me, in m:my 
respects, of' Carnarvon. It fdl' excet'Us 
anything at Moscow. 

The Jumna. like the other great 
rivers of this country, overflows, during 
the rains, a wide ext~llt; bitt, nnlII.~ 
the Ganges, does not confer fertility. 
I. this part of its course it is bO strongfy 
impregnated with natron, ext~m,ive Jxods 
of which abound in all the neighbour
hood, that its waters destroy, instead of 
promoting vegetation, and the whole 
space between the high bauks and the 
river, in its present low state, b a loo~e 
and perfectly barren saml, like that of 
the sea-shore, I found the ferry-boat 
in readiness, and was received on the 
other side by Mr. Elliott, who had come 
to meet me with an elephant and a very 
numerous suwarree of spears and match
locks. We went together tv'" J rds the 
city, over a similar bed of ari,} sand 
with that which I had just Illlssed, 
forded a sm311er branch of the J umna. 
which runs close nuder the walls, and, 
leaving tile palace to our left, wrnt 
along a tolerably wide street to the ne
sideney, which is a large stragglmg 
building, consisting of two or three en
tertaining rooms auded by Sir Davi<l 
Ochterlony, when resident, to an olJ 
Mussulman paInce. Lu~hington, whom 
I found just arrived, had his ~droom 
in this palaee, a very singular and inte
resting little room, with a vaulted roof, 
richly ornamented with mosaic painting. 
Behind is a large garden, laid out in the 
usual formal Eastern manTiCI', Lut-with 
€Ome good trees and straight walks, anll 
the whole has more the appearance of a 
college than anything else. 

Mr. Williams, onlll of ~rr. Elliott's 
secretaries, is au ellterpri~ing trav<-ller, 
who has penetrated beyollu tIle SIlo" .. y 
mountains, several days' journey h,te 
Ladalt, and even l~eyond the Chinl.'!'e 
ft·ontier. He showed me so, eral draw-
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iugs of the people of these countl'ies, wholesome, ti)r a distance of about Qt.e 
who secm, iu mObt respects of rdigion, hlUldl'ed IImI t\\enty miles; and is a 
dr~ss, and countenance, to fI.";embJe my noble work, giving fertility to a vcry 
old friends the Calmuks. 'Illey carry large extent of country near its banks, 
Oil a tolerably regular intercourse with and absolutdy the soJe source 01 vegt. .. 
11u.ssia, and sheets of gilt leather, tation to the gardens of Ddhi, besides 
stamped with the imperial eagle, were furnishing its inl1abitants with aJllloht 
among the presents Wllidl the King of the only drinkarue water within their 
Ladak sent down when he offered his reach. \vh"n it was fin,t re-opelled ~y 
ulle¢ance to the British Government. Sir Charles Metcalfe in 18:20, the whole 
Their written character, how.ever, to population of lhe city went out in jubi~ 
my surprise, I found dillerent from the lee to meet its~tream, throwing flowers, 
Mongolian; to my surprise I found it ghee, &c. into the water, and calling 
so, and to my disappointment too, for I down all maImer of blcFsings on tll(; 
had counted on the New Testaments British Government, who have ixideed 
priuted by the nURSian Bible Society, gone far, by this measl1re, to redeem 
for the use of the Calmuk tribes, bei2g themselves from the weight of, I fear, a 
legible by these monntaineers. How- good deal of irripolicy. 
ever, the project of doing them good .It most unfortunately happene(\ that, 
neeJ. not be Ilbandon('d, though its exe- during the present year, and amid all 
cution may be more tedious th~ I an- th .. other lUisfortunes. of drought and 
ticipated. scarcity 'which this poor country has 

Soo11 aft('r my arrival in Delhi the uudergone, the Jumna changed its 
rain returned with still greater violence, course, and the canal leClllne dry! 
and coutinned all that day and night to The engipl!er officer who superintends 
the great joy of the people, some of its works was at the time labonring 
whom told Mrs. Elliott, in the usual under the remains of a jungle fever; 
style of Eastern notions, that .. the Lord his serjeant was in the same \'Olldition, 
Sahib's coming was Ii happy thing for and consequently there was no one who. 
Th: lhi, since now they should have when the mischief was discovered, could 
bread to eat." I found, indeed, that the go up to the 4ills to remedy it. The 
senants had by no means forgotten the suffering of the people was vel"! dismai; 
rain which preceded my arrival at since the restoration of the canal. they 
Cawupoor, nnd that they had taken had neglected the wells which formerly 
care to puhlish here how very lucky, or had, in some degree, suppli€d their 
.. moharak" a person I was, nn opiuion wdnts. The water which they drank 
in which J believe they th~m6elves are was to be brought from a distance and 
now quite confil'm~d. sold at a considerable rate, and their 

December 30.-This morning Lush- ~ardt'ns were quite ruined.> 111at of tile 
ington and I rode to the tomb of the Hesideucy had not, at the momt'nt when 
Emperor IIumailion, six miles from the I saw it, a green thing in it, and those 
I"ity, S.W. \Ve passed, in our way to of the poor were in a yet worse ('ondi
the A gra-gate, along a very broad but tion, if worse were possible. It was not 
irregulafbtreet, with a channel of water, till the middle of November that the 
cased with stone, conducted along its canal could be again restored, when it 
middle. This is a part of the celebrated was hailed with similar expressions of 
nqueduct conbtructed, in the nrst ill-I joy to those wllich had greeted its for
stance, by Ali Merdan Khan, a Persian mer reappearanc~. .. 
nohleman, in the senice of the Emperor Half-way along the street which I 
8hahjehan. th~n long nC'glected during have been de£criLing. and nearly oppo
the troubles of India, and the decay of "ite another great street with a similaI 
the Mogul power, aud within tht-se few branch of the canal, which mns at right 
years repairtd by the Euglish Govern- angles to the former, stands the imperit,l 
lllf'lIt. I t is conducted from the J uuma, palace, huilt by the Emperor Shah
iJDmediately on leaving its mount:li.n~. jehan, surrounded on this side by a wall 
and whil~ its "tream is yet pure and of, I should think, ~ix.ty fet't high, eD\~ 
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battled and ma{'hicollated, with !>mall 
round towers and two noule gateways, 
each defended by an outel: barbic!l.ll of 
the same construction, th"bugh of less 
height. The whole is of red granite, 
and surrounded by a wide moat. It is 
a place of no strengtht' the walls being 
only calculated fol' bows and arrows 01' 
musketry, but as a kingly residence it 
is one of the noblest that I have seen. 
It far surpasses the Kremlin, but I do 
not thiuk that, except in ~e'durability 
of its materials, it equals Windsor. 

Sentries in red coats (Sepoys of the 
Company's regular army) appear at its 
exterior, but the internal duties, and 
indeed most of the police duties of 
Delhi, are performed bl the two' pro
vincial battalions raised m the emperor's 
name, and nominally under his orders. 
These are disciplined pretty much like 
Europeans, but have matchlock guns 
and the Oriental dress, and their com
manding officer, Captain Grant of the 
Company's service, is considered as one 
of the domestics of the Mogul, and has 
apartments in the palace. 

From the gate of Agra to Humaii:ion's 
tomb is a very awful scene of desola
tion, ruins after ruins. tombs after 
tombs, fragments of "brick-work, free
stone, granite, and marble, scattered 
everywhere over a soil natm-ally rocky 
and barren, without cultivation, except 
ill one or two small spots, and withput 
a single tree. I was reminded of Catla 
in the Crimea, but this was Caffa on 
the scale of London, with the wretched 
fragments of a magnificence such as 
London itself cannot boast. The ruius 
really extended as far as the eye could 
reach, and our track wound among 
them all the way. This was the seat 
of old Delhi, as founded by the Patan 
kings, on the ruins of the still larger 
Hindoo city of Indraput, which lay 
chiefly in a western direction. When 
the present city, which is certainly in 
a more advantageous situation, was 
founded by the Emperor Shahjehan, 
he removed many of its inhabitants 
thither; most of the rest followed, to 
be near the palace and the principal 
markets; an<;l as during the Maharatta 
government there was no sleeping in a 
sala skin without the walls, old Delhi 

was soon entin'ly abandou~d. The 
official name of the present city is 
Shaltjehanpoor, .. city of the king of 
the world!" but the name of Delhi is 
always used in convc1'5lttion AllIi in 
every writing but tlJ()se which are im
mediately offered. to the emperor's 1:')1'. 

In our way, one mass of ruins larger 
than the rest was pointed out to us as 
the old Patan palace. I t has bt'en a 
large and solid fortress, in a plain Clnd 
UDornamented style of architecture, and 
would have been picturesque had it 
been in a country where trees grow, 
and ivy was grecn, but is here onl. 
ugly !lnd melancholy. It is chiefly reo
mnkable for a high black villar of 
cast metal, called Firoze's walking
stick. This was originally a Hindw 
work, the emblem, I apprehend, of 
Siva, which stood in a temple on t1<' 
same spot, and concerning which tllere 
was a tradition, like that attached to 
the cQronation stone of the Scots, that 
while it stood the children of Drahma 
were to rule in Indraput. On the COll

quest of the country by the MusslIlmans 
the vanity of the prediction wa.~ shown, 
and Firoze enclosed it within the court 
of his palace, as a trophy of the victory 
of Islam over idolatry. It is covered 
with inscriptions, mostly Persian and 
Arabic, but that which is evidently the 
original, and, probably, contains the 
prophecy, is in a character now obsokte 
and unknown, though apparently akin 
to the Nagree. 

About a mile and a halffnrther, still 
through ruins, is Humaiiion's tomb, a 
noble building of grauite inlaid with 
marble. and in a very chaste and simple 
style of Gothic architecture. It is 
sun'ouuded by a large earden with 
terraces and fountains, all now gone to 
decay except one of the latter, which 
enables the poor people who live in the 
outbuHdin;:;s of the tomb to cultivate a 
little wheat. The garden it.,elf is &ur
rounded by an embattled wall, with 
towers, four gateways, and a cloister 
within all the way round. In the centre 
of the square is a platform of about 
twenty feet high, and I should appre
hend two hundred feet square, supported 
also by cloisters, and ascended by four 
great Bights of granite steps. Above 
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rist's the tomb, also Il square, with a 
I[ca t dome of white marble in its centre. 
fhe apartmellts within are a circular 
room, about as big as the Ratcliffe 
library, in thf.' celltre of which lif.'s, 
under a small raised slab, the unfortu
nate prince to whose memory this fine 
buildlllg is raised. In the angles 
are smaller apartments, where otheor 
bl'8.nches of his family are interred. 
From the top of the building I was 
sllrprised to see that we had still ruins 
on every side i and that, more particu
larly, to the westward and where old 
Indraput stood, the desolation ap
parently extended to a range of barren 
hills seven or eight miles off. 

On ('()ming down we were conductc~ 
about a mile westward to a burying
ground, or collection of tombs and 
small mosques, some of them very 
beautiful, among which the most re
JlIarkable was a little cbapel in honour 
ofa celebrated Mussulmaniaint, Nizam
ud-deen. J{oulld his shrine most of 
the deceased members of the present 
imperial family lie buried, each in its 
own little enclosure, surrounded by 
very ell'gant lattice-work of white 
marble. Vlorkmen were employed at 
this time in completing the tomb of the 
late prince Jehanguire, third and darl
ing son of the emperor, who died lately 
at Allahabad, whither he had been 
banL~hf.'d by thf.' llritibh Government 
for his violent character (that of a 
thorou~hly spoilt child), and his cul
pable IIltrigues against his eldest bro
ther. The father is said to have been 
co~vinced at length of the necessity of 
thiS measure, but the old empress has 
never forgiven it, and now cannot be 
p('r~uaded but that her darling boy, 
who died of drinking and all manner 
(If vice, was poisoned by the English. 
The few remaining resources of the 
house of Timour are drawn on to do 
·bonour to his remains, aDd the tomb, 
thl'ugh small, will certainll be very 
elt:g'.lnt. The fowers, &c., mto which 
the marble is carved, are as delicate 
and in as good taste and execution as 
any of the ordinary Italian nrti$ts could 
produce. Another tomb, which inte
r ... h'u me very much, was that of 
JdlOll,ara, daughter of Shabjehan. It 

has no size or importance, but she was 
one of the few amiable characters which 
the family of Timour can show. In 
the prime of youth and beauty, when 
her father was dethroned, imprisoned, 
and, I believe, blinded, by his wicked 
son Aurungzebe, she applied for leave 
to share his capthlty, and continued to 
wait on him as a nurse and servant tiII 
the day of his death. Afterwards she 
was a bountiful benefactress to the poor 
and to religious men, and died with 
the repntation of a saint, better dest'rved 
than by many who have borne the 
name. 

In one part of these ruins is a very 
deep tank, sur~~unded by buildings 
sixty or seventy feet above the surface 
of the water, from the top of which 
several boys and young men jumped 
down and swam to the steps, in order 
to obtain a trifling buckshish. It was 
a formidable sight to a stranger, but 
they seemed to fed no inconvenience 
except frQl!l cold, and were very thank
ful for a couple of rupees to be divided 
among their number. 

After breakfast we went with :Mr. 
and Mrs. Elliott to see a shawl manu
factory carried on by Cashmerian 
weavers with wool brought from Hi
malaya, in the house of a wealthy 
Hindoo merchant, named Soobin
chund. The house itself was very 
pretty and well worth seeing as a specI
men of Eastern domestic architecture1 
comprising three small courts sur
rounded by stone cloisters, two of them 
planted. with flowerin~ shrubs and 
orange-trees, and the third ornamented 
with a beautiful marble fountain. I 
did DOt think the shawls which were 
shown veri beautiful, and the prices of 
all were hlgh. I was more struck with 
the Fpecimens of jewellery which they 
produced, which I tllOught very splen
did, and some of the LmaUf.'r triI.ket~ 
in good taste. I was persecuted to 
accept a splendid nuzzur of shawls, 
&c., to the value, perhaps, of 1000 s. 
Mlpees, "hich of course I did not choos.! 
to take. My pleading my religious 
profession did not satisfy my IIindoo 
host, who said that I might at least 
give it to my co Zennanah j" luckil). 
Mr. Elliott snggestcu to me to say thnt 
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I accepte(l it with gratitude, but that I 
was a traveller and - begged him to 
keep it for me; to wliich I added, that 
" what was in the house of my friend 
I conbiu<!red liS in my own." He quit~ 
understood this, and bowed very low, 
being, I believe, well pleased to get 
his compliment overt-at 60 eu~y a rate. 
The son, however, a lad who spoke 
a very little English, followed me to 
the door with a Turkomun h(,rse, which 
he begged me to accept as his nuzzur. 
The hor~e 'Was a pretty one. but not 
very valuable. I, however, got rid of 
the matter as well as I could, by say
ing, that spirited horses WE're fittest tor, 
the young: that I accepted it cheer
fully, but begged, as I had no other 
proper return to make, that he wou1d 
do me the favour to take it back again!" 
He smiled and bowed, and we parted. 
In the nalTOW street where the house 
of Soobin-chund stands, we passed a 
little cluster of Cash mer ian women, the 
wives, I suppose, of his workmen, dis
tinguishable by their large and tall 
figures in comparison with the Hindoo-
.stances, th~ir fair complexions, and 
their peculiar head-dre!'!;, which COIl

sisted of a large !'OIl Qr turl>an under 
the usual veil, the whole appearance 
more like the ramous pictures of UH~ 
Bab~ioniau sibyl than anything which 
I recollect. 

We afterwards went to the Jumna 
Mu~jeed, 'and the Kala Musjeed. The 
former is elevated very advantageously 
on a small rocky eminellce, to full th~ 
height of the f>urrour:dillg houses. In 
front it has a large square court sur
rounded by a cloister open on both 
sides, and commanding a view of the 
whole city, which is entered by three 
gates with a fine fiight.of steps to each. 
In the centre is a great marble reser
voir of water, with some small foun
tains, supplied by machinery from the 
canal. The whole court is paved with 
granite inlaid with marhle. On its 
west sicle1 ,itnd rising up another flight 
of steps, is the mosque itself, which is 
entered by th~l'e noble Gothic arches, 
surmounted by three domes of white 
marhle. It has at each end a very tall 
minaret. The ornaments are less tlorid, 
I1nd the huildlng less picturesque, than 

the splendid group of thl' InJalul...ll"a 
and its accompaniments at Luch.ul1w; 
hut the situation is far more command
ing, and the size, the soliulty, and rid, 
materials of this building, illlpl'e~,ed 
me more than anything of the sort 
which I have seen in lllliia. It iii iu 
excellent repair, the Brjti~h Go"el'n
ment having made a grant for this 
purpose, a mea"ure wluch wa!> very 
popular in Delhi. 

The Kala l\1u.--jeed is 1;ffi:J.Il, !lud has 
no!hing worthy notice about it hut its 
plainness, solidity, and great antiquity, 
being a work of' the first Patau em;. 
querors, and hel9ngh,g to the tuues of 

.}'rimitive MU8sulmau bimplieity. It is 
exactly on Ule phm of the OI'iginal 
Arabian mosquc.", a square court, snr
rOUl1ded hy a cloister, and roofeu with 
many small domes of the plain£" t !lnd 
most solid constru<::tion, like the rude"t 
specimens of what we call the (·arly 
Norman architecture. It has no mi
naret; t4e crier stand" on the roof to 
proclaim the hO'\r of prayer. Thus 
ended cur first da~ 's sight-seeing in 
Delhi. 

The 31st Decem!'" was fixed for my 
pre:,entatioll tn the eJ\lperor, which 
was appointed fi)r half-pa~t eight in tM 
morning. Lm,hington and a CUI,taiu 
"Vade also chos~ to take the same op
portunity. At eight I l\ eut, aCCOllJ
panied by Mr. Elliott, with nearly tile 
same formalities as at Lucknow, except 
that we were on elephants instead of 111 
palanquins, and that the pl'oce~siol1 was, 
perhaps, less splendid, and the heggars 
both less numerous and far lpss voci
ferous and importunate. 'Ye were re
ceived with presented arms by the 
troops of the palace drawn up within 
the barbican, and proceeded, still 011 

our elephants, through the nol>le~t gate
way and vestihule which I ever saw. 
It cOlIsibt'>, not merely of a ·ph·lldid 
Gothic arch in the centre of the great 
gate-tower,-bnt, after that, of a long 
vaulted aisle, like Ulat of a Gothic ca
thedral, with a small, open, octagonal 
court in its celltr(', all of gr:miH>. anJ 
all finely carved with in&criptiollS from 
the Koran, and with flowers. This 
ended in a minons and exceedingly 
dirty stal>Je-Y:lrd! where we wt:re reo 
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ceived by Captain Grant, as the Mo
gul's officer on guard, and by a number 
of elderly men with large gold-headed 
canes, the usual ensign of office here, 
and one or'which Mr. Elliott also car
ried. We were now told to dismount 
and proceed on foot, a task which the 
late rain made inconvenient to mr 
gown and cassock, and thin shoes, and 
during which we were pestered by a 
Cresh swarm of miserable beggars, the 
wives and children af the stable ser
vants. After this we passed another 
richly-carved, but ruinous and dirty 
gateway, where our guides, withdraw
ing a cauvas screen, called out, in a sort 
of harsh chaunt, "Lo, the ornament of 
the world! Lo, the asylum of the 
nations! King of Kings! The Em
peror Acbar Shah I Just, fortunate, 
victorious 1" We saw, in fact, a very 
handsome and striking court, about as 
big as that at All Souls, with low, but 
richly-ornaroented buildings. Opposite 
to us was a beautiful open pavilion of 
white marble, riehly carved, flanked 
by rose-bushes and fountains, and 
some tapestry and striped curtains 
banging in festoons about it, within 
which was a crowd of people, and the 
poor old descendant of Tamerlane 
seated in the midst of them. Mr. 
Elliott here bowed three \Unes -very low, 
in which we followed his example. 
This ceremony was repeated twice as 
we advanced up the steps of the pavilion, 
the heralds each time repeating the same 
expressions about their master's great
ness. We then stood in a row on the 
right-hand side of the throne, which is 
a 80rt of marble bedstead richly orna
mented with gilding. and raised on 
two or three steps. Mr. Elliott then 
st!'pped forwards, and, with joined 
hauds, in the usual Eastern way, an· 
nounced, in a low voice, to the emperor, 
.who 1 was. I then advanced, bowed 
three times again, and offered a nuzzur 
of fifty-one gold mohurs in an em
broidered purse, laid on my handker
chief, in the way practised by the 
Daboos in Calcutta. This was re
ceived aLd laid on one side, and I re
mained standing for a few minutes, 
while the usual court questions about 
my health, my travels, when I left 

V(l.L. J. 

Calcutta, &r., were asked. I had thus 
an opportunity of seeing the old gen
tleman more plainly. He has a pale, 
thin, but handsome face, with an 
aquiline nose, and a long white beard. 
His complexion is little if at all darker 
than that of an European. His hands 
are very fair and ~licate, and he had 
some valuable-looking rings on tl.em. 
His hands and face were all I saw of 
him, for the morning being cold, he 
was so wrapped up in shawls, that he 
remindt.>d me extremely of the Druid's 
head on a Welsh hal1Penny. I then 
stepped back to my former place, and 
returned again with five more mohurs 
to make my offerin~ to the heir appa.-
ent, who stood !tt'hisfather's left hand, 

the right being occupied by the resi
dent. Next, my two companions were 
introduced with nearly the same forms, 
except that their offerings were less, 
and that the emperor did not speak to 
them. 

The enlperor then beckoned to me 
to come forwards, and Mr. Elliott told 
me to take off my hat, which had till 
now remained on my head, on which 
the emperor tied a tJimsr'turban of 
brocade round my head WIth his own 
hands, for which, however, I paid four 
gold mohurs more. We were then di
rected to retire to receive the .. Khe
lats" (honorary dresses) which the 
bounty ofuthe Asylum of the World". 
had provided for us. I was accordingly 
taken into a small private room, ad· 
joining the zennanah, where I found a 
handsome flowered caftan edged with 
fur, and a pair of common-looking 
shawls, which my servants, who had 
the delight of witnessing all this fine 
show, pu1 on instead of my gown, my 
cassock remaining as before. In this 
strange dress I had to walk back again, 
having my name announced by the 
criers (something in the same way that 
Lord Marmion's was) liS .. Bllhadur, 
Boozoony, Dowlut-mund," &c., to the 
presence, 'W here I found my two com
panions, who had not been honoured 
by a private dressing-room, but had 
their khelats put on them in the gate
way of the court. 'fhey were, I appre
hend, still queerer figures than I was, 
having thi'ir hat» wrapped 'With scar!.i 

x 



306 BISHOP REBER'S l CH A. P. XIX. 

of flowered gauze, and a strange gar- money nnzzurs made by public men on 
ruent of gauze, tinsel, Igld faded ri- these occasions. In consequence noue ot 
bands flung over their .shoulders above my offerings were at my own ('barge, 
their coats. I now a~in came forward except the professional and private one 
and offered my third present to the of the two books, with which, at! they 
emperor, being a copy of the Arabic were unexpected, the emperor, Wi I was 
Dible and the Hindoostanee Common told, was very much plell,!>ed. I had, 
Prayer, handsom~y bound in blue of CQurse, several buckshishes to gh'e 
velvet laced with gold, and wrapped afterwards to bis servants, but these 
up in a piece of brocade. He thenmo- fell considerably short of myexpenst'S 
tioned to ine to stoop, and put a string at Lucknow. To return to the 11311 of 
of pearls round my neck, and two audienc~. While in the small apart
glittering but not costly ornaments in the ment where I got rid of my shining 
front of my turban, for which I ag-.Lin garments, I was struck with its beau
offered five gold mohurs. It was, lastly, tiful ornaments. It was entirely lined 
annonnced that a horse was waiting for with white marble, inlaid" ith flowers 
my ac~ptance, at which fresh instance and leaves of green serpentine, lapis 
of imperial munificence the herald.&' lazuli, and blue and red porphyry; the 
again made a proclamation of largesse, flowers were of the best Italian style of 
and I again paid five gold niohurs., It workmanship, and evidently the labour 
ended by my taking my leave with of an artist of that country. All, how
three tim.es three salams, making up, ever, was dirty, desolate, and forlorn. 
r tb.inil:, the sum of about threescore, Half the flowers al!d leaves had been 
and I retired with Mr. Elliott to my picked out or otherwise defaced, and 
dressing.room, whence I sent to her the doors and windows were in a btate 
Majesty the Queen, as she is generally of dilapidation, while a quantity of old 
called, though Empress would be the furniture was piled in one corner, and 
ancient and more proper title, a present a torn hanging of faded tapestry hung 
of' five moh1,lrs more, and the emperor's over an archway which led to the in
chobdars came eagerly up to know terior apartm.ents. .. Such," Mr. Elliott 
when they should attend to receive said," IS the general style in which this 
their buckshish. It must not, however, palace is kept up and furnished. It is 
be supposed that this interchange of not absolute J,>Overty which produCt'S 
civilities was very expensive either to this, but these pi'ople have no idea 01 
his majesty or In mc. All the presents cleaning or mending anything." For 
which he gave, the horse included, my own part I thought of the famous 
though really the handsomest which Persian line, 
had been seen at the court of Delhi for II The spider hang. hPl' tapestry In the palace 
many years, and though tlIe old gen- of .the Cmsar.;" 
tleman evidently intended to be ex- and Mt a melancholy interest in com
tremelycivil, were not worth much more paring the present St.'tt;l of this poor 
than 300 s. rupees, so that he and his family with what it was 200 years ago, 
family gained at least 800 s. rupees by when Bernier visited Delhi, or as we 
the morning's work, besides "hat he read its palace described in the' tale of 
received from my two companions, Madame tIe Genlis. 
which was all clear gain, since jhe After putting on my usual dress, we 
khelilts which they gQt in return were waited a little, till word was brought 
only fit f~r May-day, ~nd made up, I us that the" King ()f Kings," "Shah
fancy, fr6lll the cast-oft" finer,r of the in-Shah," had retired to his zennanah ; 
Begum. On the other h~d, smce the, we then went to the hall of audience, 
Company have wisely ord.ered that all' which I had previously seen but im· 
the presen~ given by nativelrinces to perfectly, from the crowd of people and 
Europeans should be dispose of on the the necessity of attending to the forms 
Government account, they have libe- which I had to go througll. It is a 
rally, at the same time, taken on them- very beautiful p:1vilion ()fwhite marble, 
selves the expense of paying the usual open all one side to the court of the pI\-
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lace, and on the other to a large gaPden. 
Its pillars and al'chcs are exqllisitely 
carved and OIDamented with gilt and 
inlaid flowers, and inscriptions iii. the 
most elaborate P("lllian character. 
Round the fl'ieze is the motto, recorded, 
I believe, in Of Lalla Rookh," 

.. Ir ther~ be an Eh'.ium on earth, 
It is thii, it IS tillS!" 

The marble floor, where not covered hr 
carpets, is all inlaid in the same. beauti
ful manner with the little dressing
room, which I had quitted. 

The gardens, which we next visited, 
are not large, but, in their way, must 
have been extremely rich and beautiful. 
Thcy are full of very old orange and 
other fruit trees, with terraces and par
ten-es, on which many rose-bushes were 
growing, and, even now, a few jonqnils 
in flower. A channel of white marble 
for water, with little fonntain-pipes of 
the same material, carved like roses, is 
carried here and there among these 
parterres, and at the end of the terra,ce 
18 a beautiful octagonal pavilion, also of 
marble, lined with the same Mosaic 
flowers !lS in the room which. I first 
saw, with a marble fountain in its 
eentre, and a beautiful bath in a recess 
on one of its sides. The windows of 
this pavilion, which is raised to the 
height of the city wall, command a 
~ view of Delhi and its neighbour
hood. But all was, when we saw it, 
dirty, IOllely, and wretched: the bath 
and fountain dry: the inlaid pavement 
hid with lumber and gardener's sweep
ings, and the walls staIned with the 
dung of birds and bats. 

We were then taken to the private 
mosque of the palace, an elegant little 
b,\ilding. also of white marble, and ex
qnisitely carved, but in the ~ame state 
of neglect and dilapidation, with pee
puls allowed to spring from its wafIs, 
the exterior gilding partially torn from 
it.~ dome, and some orits doors coarsely 
blocked up with unplastered brick and 
mortar. 

We went last to the" dewanee allm," 
or hall of' public audience, which is in 
\he outer court, and where on certain 
occasions the Great Mogul sate in state, 
to rec(,jve the compliments or petitions 
of his subjects. This also is a splelldid 

pavilion of marble, not unlike the other 
hall of audience in form, but consider
ably larger and open on three sides 
only; on the fourth is a black wall. 
covered with the same Mosaic work of 
flowers and leaves as I have described, 
and in the centre a throne raised about 
ten feet from the graund, with a small 
platform of marble In front, where the 
vizier used to stand to hand up petitions 
to his master. Behind this throne are 
Mosaic paintings of birds, animals, and 
flowers; and in the centre, what decides 
the point of their being the work of Ita
lian, or at least European artists, a small 
group of Orpheus playing to the beasts. 
This hall, when.,.we saw it, was full of 
tnmber of all descriptions, broken palan
quins and empty boxes, and the tbrone 
so covered WIth pigeons' dung that its 
ornaments were hardly discernible. 
How little did Shahjehan, the founder 
of these fine buildJllgs, foresee what 
"'ould be the fate of his descendants, or 
what his own would be! "Vanity of 
vanities I" was surely never written in 
more l<"gible characters than on the 

'dilapidated arcades of Delhi! 
After breakfast I had a numerous 

attendance of persons who either wisht'd 
to be confirmed themselves, or to ha'-e 
my explanation of the natu:'l and 
authority of the ceremony. In the 
afternoon I went with Mr. and Mrs. 
Elliott a drive round a rart of the city. 
Its principal streets are really wide, 
handsome, and, for an Asiatic city, re
markably cleanly, and tbe shops in the 
bazars have a good appearance. The 
chief street down which we drove is 
called the "chandnee chokee," or fiil
versmiths' stree~ but I dill not see any 
great number of that trade resident 
there. It is about as wide !lS Pall-Mall, 
and has a branch of the aqllcduct run
ning along its centre. Half-way down 
its length is a pretty little' ,lIlosque with 
three gilt domes; on the pOl'ch of which, 
it is said, Nader Shah sate from moming 
to evening to see the work of massacre 
which his army inflicted on the wretched 
citizens. A gate leading to a lKtzar 
near it retains the name of .. coolli:! 
durwazu," slaughter-I!'att'! The ('hand
nee chok('c eonductell IlS to the gate d 
Lllhore, and we went along the extc-

1.2 
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rior of the toWll to the gate of Cash
mere, by which we returned to the Re
sidency. The city w:fll is lofty and 
Ilandsome; but, except ruins and sun
burnt rocks, there is nothing to be seen 
without the ramparts of Delhi. The 
Shelimar Gardens, extolled in" Lalla 
Rookh," are comp'ctely gone to decay. 
Yet 1 am assured by everybody that the 
appearance of things in the province 
of Delhi is greatly improved since it 
came into our hands! To what a state 
mnst the Maharattas have reduced it I 

Januar!ll.-We went to $ee Koottab
sahib, a small town about twelve miles 
south-west of Delhi, remarkable for its 
ruillll, and, among the Mussulmaus, for 
its sanctity. It was the scene of vel"]' 
hard fighting between the Hindoo sove
reigns of Indraput and the original Pa
tan invaders, and the Mussulmans say 
that 5000 martyrs to their religion lie 
interred in the neighbourhood. Its 
principal sanctity. however, arises from 
the tomb of a very celebrated saint, 
Cutteeb Sahib, in whose honour the 
buildings for which it is now remark
a1)le were begun but never quite com
pleted by Shumsedd, the third, I think, 
In succession of the Patan sovereigns. 
The emperor has a house there, and it 
is a favourite retreat of his during fine 
weather. . 

We went out at the Agra gate, and 
rode through the same dismal field of 
tombs as we had formerly traversed, 
escorted by three of Skinner's horse. 
Before we had cleared the ruins, an
other body of fifteen or twenty wild
looking horse, some with long spears, 
some with matchlocks and matches 
lighted, galloped up from behind a 
large tomb, and their leader,.dropping 
the point of his lance, said that he was 
scnt by the Raja of Bullumghur, "the 
fort of spears," to conduct me ~rough 
his district. • We had no need of this 
further escort; but, as it was civilly 
intended, I, of ('ourse, took it civilly, 
and we went on together to a beautiful 
mausoleum, about five miles further, 
raised in honoul' of Sufter J nng, an 
ancestor of the Kiug of Oude, who still 
~eeps up his tomb and die garden round 
it in good. repair. We did not stop 
here, however, but proceeded on ele-

phants, which :Mr. Elliott had stationed 
for us, leaving our horses undt'r the 
('are of the Bullumghur su W'lrrs, ot 
whom and their raja we were after
wards to see a good deal. Our route 
layover a country still rocky Bnd bar
ren, and still sprinkled with tombs and 
ruins, till, on ascending a little emi
nence, we saw one of the most ('xt,'ll
sive and striking scenes of ruin which 
I have met with in any country. A 
very tolerable account of it is ~ven in 
Hamilton's "India," and I Will only 
observe that the Cuttab Minar, the ob
ject of principal attraction, is really the 
finest tower I have ever seen, and mnst, 
when its spire was complete, have been 
still more beautiful. The remaining 
great arches of the principal mosque, 
with their granite pillars, cO'liered with 
inscriptions in the flo_rid Cufic charac
ter, are as fine, in their way, as any of 
the details of York Minster. In front 
of the principal of these great arches 
is a metal pillar like that in li'iroze 
Shah's castle, and several other remains 
of a Hindoo palace and temple, more 
ancient than the foundation of the 
Koottab, and which I should have 
thought striking, if they bad not been 
in such a neighbourhoOd. A multi
tude of ruined mosques, tombs, serais, 
&c .• are packed close round, mostly in 
the Patan style of architecture, and 
some of them very fine. One, more 
particularly, on a hlll, and surrounded 
by a wall with battlements and towers, 
struck me as peculiarly suited, by its 
solid and simple architecture, to its 
blended character, in itself very appro
priate to the religion of Islam. of for
tress, tomb, and temple. These Patans 
built like giants, and finished their 
work like jewellers. Yet the orna
ments, florid as they are in their pro
per places, are never thrown away, or 
allowed to interfere with the general 
.severe and solemn character of their 
edifices. The palace of the present 
imperial family is at some little dis
tance behind these remains. It is a 
large but paltry building, in a bad 
style of Italian architecture, and with 
a public road actually leading through 
its cOUlt-yard. A little beyond and 
amid some other small hou~es. near a 



(,UA.P. XIX., INDIAN JOU~AL. SOl) 

very fine tank, we alighted at rather putting the said wreath round my neck, 
a pretty little building belonging to the chobdars who brought it hailed me 
Bukshi Mahmolld KhlI.n, the treasurer with an acclamation of .. Ue Motee
of the palace, where a room and a wala I" "0, thou pearly p~rson I" I, 
good breakfast were prepared for us. however, had, of course, to receive the 

After breakfast, the day being cool Ldft with many thanks, as a favour from 
and rather cloud" we went to see the the hand of a princess. The other pre
ruins, and remamed clambering about sent, from the kin~, was more useful to 
and drawing till near two o'clock. The a traveller, consisuJg of a buck, with 
staircase within the great Minar is very his best wishes for my journey •. The 
good, except the uppennost story of all, common deer of this neighbourhood 
which is ruinous and difficult of access. are, indeed, by no means good, and may 
I went up, how('ver, and was rewarded be had for a rupee apiece; but this had 
by the very extensive view, from a had some little feeding bestowed on it, 
height of 240 feet, of Delhi, the course and we found it by no means bad eat
of the Jumna for many miles, and the ing in our march. 
ruins of Toghlikabad, another giantly Of the present. situation and character 
Patan foundation, which lay to the ... of this sovereigii and his family, I had 
south-west. abundant opportunity of acquiring a 

We returned in the evening to Delhi, knowledge j and I am glad to find that, 
stopping bf the war to see Sufter Jung's with some exceptions, the conduct of 
tomb. 1 t lB very rlchly inlaid with dif- our countrymen to the house of Timour 
rerent kinds of marble, but has too has been "honourable and kind. My 
much of the eolour of potted meat to dear wife is probably aware that the 
please 'me, particularly after seeing first direct eonnexion between the Eng
buildings like those of Koottab-sahib. lish and the Emperor of Delhi began 
We were received here, to my surprise, under Lord Clive's government, when 
by the son ofBabooSoobin-chund, who Shah-Aulum, father of the present A(loo 
is, it seems, the agent of the King of bar Shah, voluntarily, and without any 
Oude in Delhi, and, consequently, has sfpulations, threw himself under our 
the kt'eping of this place entrusted to protection, as the only means of secur
him. He had actually broughta second mg his personal liberty from the dis
and finer horse for roT acceptance i and sensions of his own subjects and the 
I had great difficulty m convincing him violence of the Maharattas. He was 
of two thin~: first., that I had no power received and treated in all respects as a 
to render him any service which could sovereign; had a residence assigned to 
call for such presents; and, secondly, him, with a very large revenue ot 
that my declining his presents was not twenty-six Jacs a-year; and this was, in 
likely to diminish my good-will towards fact., the only part of his life which can 
him, supposing me to have such power. be regarded as splendid or prosperous. 
I succeeded at last., however, in silene- In his anxiety to return to Delli, how
ing, if not convincing him, and we ra- ever, he, after some years, forfeited all 
turned to the Residency, passing in our these advantages, and threw himself 
way by the Observatory, a pile of build- into the power of the Maharattas, who, 
iugs much resembling those at Benares, about a twelvemonth before, had gained 
and built by the same person, J ye Singh, possession of that city, and who were 
Raja and founder of Jyepoor in P.ajpoo- our inveterate enemies. By these new 
tana. friends he was made prisoner; and 

At Mr. Elliott's we found his son, Ghoolam Khadir, the Rohilla, who a 
and the two Mr. Fishers, come to pass few years after captured Delhi, put out 
another Sunday with me. I also found his eyes, threw him into a dungeon. 
two presents awaiting my acceptance: and murdered all the members of his 
the one from the old Begum consisted family who could be found. Hi-; own 
of a garland of withered jonquils, inter- life would probably have soon sunk un
mixed with tinsel, which was, I believe, der his misery, had not Ghoolam Kha
aupposed to pass for pearls' for after dir been defeated and put to death by 
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Sindia (assisted by French officers and every respect, and showed him everJ. 
troops), who now, in his turn, obtained kindness in his power. I was gla , 
possession of his persob. His condi. also, that I did not omit to Vibit him, 
tion was, however, very little improved. since, independentl, of the inten'st 
He was, indeed, suffered to live in his which I have felt m ~ef'ing the vpnt' 
palace, and his surviving family re- rable ruin of a mighty stock, Mr. El· 
assembled round him; but he and they liott says that the emperor had fre
were treated with exceeding neglect, quently inquired whetlwr the bishop 
and literally alm& ... t starved, b~ the also meant to pass him by? * 
avarice of Sindia and the rapaclty of Acbar Shah has the appearJn('c of a 
the French. It was during this period man of seventy-four or sevculy-Ilve, he 
that most, of the marble and inlaid orna.- is, howeyer, not much turned of bixty
ments of the palace were mutilated, three, but, in this country, that is a great 
since they were actually sold to buy age. He is said to be a very good-tern. 
bread for himself and his children. pered, mild old man, of modcrate tao 

In this miserable sfate he was found lents, but polished and plea.~ing nlan· 
by Lord Lake, who restored him to the ners. His favonrite wife, the Begum, 
sort of decent dependance which his, ,is a low-born, low-bred, and violent 
son now enjoys; addressing him on all woman, who rules him completely, laYI 
public occasions in the style of a sove- hold on all his money, and has often 
reign,-acknowledging the English Go- influenced him to very un wise conduct 
Terllment his "fidoi," or feudatory,- towards his children and the Briti8h 
and placing him, in fact, in every reo Government. She hates her eldest son, 
spect but revenue, where Lord Clive who is, however, a respectable man, ot 
bad placed him before. His revenue more talents than native princes usually 
was fixed at ten lacs a-year, which was show, and, happily for himself, has a 
afterwards increased to t"welve, and by predilection for those literary pursuits 
Lord Hastings to fifteen, a large sum, which are almost the only laudable or 
but which is said to be, either through innocent objects pf ambition in his 
mismanagement, or, as is greatlyappre. power. He is fond of poetry, and is 
hended. the rapacity of the old queen, himself a very tolerable Persian poet. 
who is busy in making a purse for her- He has taken some pains in the educa
self, barely sufficient fur the wants of tion of his children, and, what in this 
his very numerous fumily. Dr. Lord country is very unusual, even of his 
Lake, Mr. Seton, and Sir Davld Och- daughters. He too, however, though 
terlony, he and his son, the present em- not more than thirty-five, is prema
peror, were treated with all the outward turely old, arising partly from the early 
respect which even in their best days excesses into whicll the wretched foI
his ancestors had received from their lies of an Eastern court usually plunge 
subjects. Sir C. Metcalf, however, in. persons in his situation, and partly 
trenched in many respects on these little from his own subsequeut indulgence in 
outward marks of attention and defer- strong liquors. His face is bloated and 
tlnce, which soothed the poor old man plmpled, his eyes weak, and his hand 
in his int:vitable dependance 1 and Ac· tremulous. Yet, for an Eastern prince', 
bar. the present emperor, is also said to 
have been deeply wounded by the de
mand of Lord Hastings to sit in his 
presence. lIe felt still more the insult 
of setting up his vizier, the Naw6.b of 
Oude, as king, in opposition to him; 
and he was hurt by what he supposed 
to be a continuance of the same conduct 
on the part of Government, when Sir 
Edward Paget passed him without a 
,,-lsit. Under tllese circumstances I was 
glad to find that Mr. Elliott paid him 

.. In the course of hig late progr .... through 
the upper provinces, Lord Amherst J"Ild the 
emperor a VIS.t; he "a' receIved by t.im in 
the hall of aud.ence," It cit Loth parties ~n 
tered at the sam'" moment, and, after an 
emurace, thl' emperor ascended th .. peacock 
throne. and the governor.general sate down in 
a state chair on his rigllt.hand. After an In
t .. rchange of compliments, anti. the usual form 
of presentmg attar had been gone tlJrollgh, 
Lord Amh .. rst took leave, and \\3_ condueted 
by the emperor to the door of the hall. On 
a suu8('quent day til" ("mperor returned die 
visit "Hit simildr ceremoUl~ •. -El" 
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as I have already ousen'ed, his charac
ter is gooo, and his ahilities considered 
as above the common run. 

There are, perhaps, few TO~al fami
lies which have displayed durmg their 
power so many vices and so few virtues 
as the house of Timour, Their power 
llad been gradually declining ever since 
the time of Aurungzebe, and at present, 
Mr. Elliott once observed to me, that 
he could not perceive the least chance, 
that, snpposing our empire ill the East 
to be at au end, the King of Delhi could 
for a moment recover auy share oE au
thority. lIe di<\ not even think that 
the greater priuces of India, who would 
fight for our spoils, would any of them 
think it worth their while to make use 
of the emperor's name as a pageant 
to sanction their own ambitious views; 
and he observed that, all things eousi
..tered, few captive and dethroned princes 
had ever experienced so much liberality 
and courtesy as they had from British 
hands, and that they could not reason
ahly hope to gllin by any diminution of 
our inl:iuence in India. Yet their pre
sent circumstances are surely pitiable, 
as well as an awful instance of the in-, 
stability of human greatness. The 
giga,ntic gellius of Tamerlane, and the 
distinguished talcnts of Acbar, throw a 
sort of splendonr over the crimes and 
follies of his descendants; and I heartily 
hope that G<J"l'rnment will reverence 
the ruins of f"lIen greatness, and that, 
at least, no fresh degradation is reserved 
for the poor old man, whose idea was 
associated in my childhood with all 
imaginable wealth and splendour, un
dl!r the nome of" The Great Mogul !" 

Jalluar!J 2.-This day, being Sunday, 
J confirmed about twenty persons, and 
J afterwards preached and admiuistered 
the S..tcl'ament, Mr. Fibher reading 
prayers; the congregation was nume
l'IIUS, and there were near forty cQm-

municants. In the evening also we had 
a good congreVltion. I was persecuted 
during a great part of the day with 
people who could not be persuaded that 
I had no interest with GoYernment, and 
who, in spite of my reminding them 
that I knew nothing of them or their 
character, kept prostrating themselves 
before me to get r ..l:ommendatory let
ters to this judge or that collector. Some 
of the better sort, such as Soobin-chnnd, 
were contented, indeed, with a 80rt of 
certi£cate under my seal, that they had 
associated with me. These I readily 
gratified, but this increased the clamours 
of the rest, till I was obliged to order 
the sentry at the door to turn them all 
away, and to adJUit no more natives to 
me on any pretence whatenr. Such 
were the cbier events of my last day in 
Delhi • 

I forgot to mention in its proper lllace 
that the ornaments and shawls whlch I 
received from the emperor were valued 
to me at ,two hundred and eighty-four 
sicca rnpees. The horse was reported 
to he barely worth thirty rupees, but as 
I declined redeemtng him from the 
Company's hands, I never saw him. 

Note,-The editor Is indebted to Colonel 
Francklin for the following translation ot the 
Persian Inscription on Mr. Cleveland'. monu· 
ment at lIhaugulpooi' (see p. 124.) 

.. This monument i. el't'cted to the memory 
ot Mr. Augustus (''leveland, collector of Jlhau
gulpoor and Rajmohal, \\ho died the ard ot 
January, 1784~ an.\\erm~ to tIle 2nd of the 
Hmdoo montn 1'oos, ana 9th of the Moham. 
medan month SeCur, year of the Hegira 1191. 

.. The Zemindars of the district, and the 
Amleh, Or native officers, of the court, in me
morvof the kmdness and beneficence ellhi_ 
lilted to"ard. them by the late Mr, Cleveland, 
have, at thelf 0"",, expense, finished this mo
nument In the month ofPhal{un. 1193, Tu ... 
Belle year, answering to A.D. 1786." 

The dates are extracted by the operation of 
the numerical verse called Abjud. 

END OF VOLUME 1. 
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