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APPENDIX 

tEADING I~CIDENTS OF THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR SUBSEQU.I;.NT 

TO HIS INDIAN CAnEER, BY HIS SON, TUO;)IA::l TWINIXG, 

PEnRYN HOUSE, TWICKENHAM, 

July 1393 

IT was III the sprmg of 180j that my father defimtlvely returned to 
England, obhgeu by the effects of the chmate of Indlll. to close 
prematurely 11. bnlliant career 1lI the civIl sernce of the Ea~t India 
Company That tbis ueCision was not by any means come to 
through want of enCOlll'l1glllg patronage and brJ.l.hant offers has been 
soon hy the account of the last mterVlew with Lord \YeHesley at 
Calcutt.l, gwen at p. 523 1 Unfortunately my fatber bad become 
too much a prey to the usual hvor comphlllt to encounter another 
hot season, and, indeeu, a letter addressed to bis father durmg hiS 
bomewartl voyage had qUIte the cbaracter of a. fJ.rewell HIS 
compJ.unt took however a favourable turn, and after Ins return to 
Englaml hiS recovery must have proceeded with remarkable rapIdIty, 
for hef'He the end of the yeal' he appears to bave been making II 
1)\c.\Suro tour In the eastern counties. He there made the aC(jl1~''ilt­
anco of my <lear mother, Ehz'lboth Gifford, to whom ho wa~ n1J.lued 
on 21st January 11506. I was born on 28th December of that yellr 

My CJ.rhost recollections are connected wlth travellIng, for my 
father anu mother vlsiteu most of our health and pleasure resorts 

1 That Lor<1 Comwalhs WI" ''1ua11y well (bspose<1 towards my father IS shown 
hy tho jnUowmg e"tract flOm a letter addressed by h\8 lordship to my grand. 
f •• t!ler -

"YOli are perfectlyrlgbt m beheVlDg tbat )ollr son reqUIres no other mtroductIon 
to 1Il0 t 11 ill h" 0\\ n tnlents ami Ius mell tOfiOILS conduct. I shall be glad to renew 
my acq n.mtanc" with him, and to show him every mark of my esteem and regard 
-1 h3\ e, etc. etc. CORNWALLIS." 
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before settlmg in the autumn of 1810 at Spratton Place, In a, Jl)a~e 
of that name near Northampton. His happiness, which may }'E' ~alJ 

to have culminated there, was blasted in the ~Obt melancholy way 
by the death of my dear mother ou the 17th December, from ~carlet 
fever, caught in vIsiting the poor of the vIllage. ThiS event C~\st It 
gloom over the whole remamder of my father's' hfe 

It w~s quite natural that m the follm\'lng lonely years my father 
should by degrees be drawn, for the sake of exercise and mtel course, 
to assoclftte wIth the fox-huntmg community by whlLh he waa 
sUITounded The attractive qualIties which had gamed so lUuch 
favour III India. soon rendered him conspICUOUS, to say TlutlJlllg of 
the fact that two of his horses were among the roost noktl fkdlrrs 
of five-barred gates. By 1813 he had before hIm tho 1'10-pIJct of 
a sub-lieutenancy, but prudent forethought convinced hlln t11.!t a 
career of thIS kmd was beyond what could be safely managed Wlth 
a fortune which hIS premature departure from India had not 
allowed to aWii~ growth, and in August of thnt yo"r he left 
Spratt on to resume qUlet)'islts to attractive nealth resorts. 

In front of Spratton Place there was a row of posts ('onn~cteJ 
with chams. A short time before lea,ing, my father was !<)UlI.g on 
one of these chains and conversing Wlth a farmer of the nmgllbour­
hood, when suddenly the post to his right snapped near tho hot tom, 
ana fell with violence against his hip-jomt. The incident was t houbht 
lIttle of, but had very serious results. Long walks on the DO"ll ns 
at Eastbourne brought on a lameness wh1(.h confineJ rum to l,l~ beJ. 
during the following winter, spent at TunbrIdge '\\'elb, and the 
summpr of 1814, spent at Sydenham. It was not till 181::', whil,t 
lodgmg at Brompton to be near the celeblatefl sUl'geon, ~11 COpt' land, 
that he was enabled to resume exerCise, and then only With thr :11<1 
of crutches, whIch for many years were hIS mseparable coml'alllOn~ 
ThIS mfirUllty dId not preyeut his avn.iling ImnseIf of the drtiultJvo 
downfall of the Emperor Napoleon after the battle of Watelloo, fo)' 
transferrmg hIS abode to those varied and intclestmg regions of the 
European Continent of wInch the enjoyment had so long been dcme,l 
to Englishmen. . 

HIS compamons were.-myself, born in 1806, my brothclilemy. 
born in 1808; our sister Elizabeth, born 1809, our tutor and two 
maid servants. 

A travelling' landau was sent from London to Brighton, whel e 
we were staying m the autumn of 1815. It was one of those cOlli-
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IJlcto velllcles that are now scarcely .. ever seeD, and m Its peregrma­
tlOns, as far ILS Naples, did ample honour to the reputatIOn enjoyed 
by BIILI~11 l\rtIMn~ for good workmanship. 

It W,lS about the beginnmg of November that we started with 
Jlost-hor~es for Dover, whence the crossmg of the Channel was 
"fleeted In one of the small cutter-rigged vessels whlCh then sufficed 
for the IOclpwnt efforts of Channel navigatlOD. The weather was 
not such as to gIVe any trouble nowadays, but It sufficed to throw 
the cutter on the Calais Sands, where it remall'ed W1th the waves 
heatmg over it till It was left dry by the recedl~.' tlde_ My father 
was then placed III an arm-chair and hoisted ov~. the vessel's Side, 
and we reached without mishap the fine old hotel, "Des~IU," noted 
through Its mentlOn In Sterne's Sentvmental !/(f/.I/f1/,(!y 

A short stay at Brussels presented nothmg worth mentioning, 
Rave an eXl'1Il8JOn to the battlefield of Waterloo, and the long stretch 
of postIng to Parls was at that lhsmal season of the year rendered 
more rheerless by the presence of the Prussian troops playing the 
~onquerors The allied occupatIOn gave even Paris dur1l1g that 
winter an aspect of gloom whICh for us harmomsed but too well 
With a famlly affiictlOn; SI.,ter Eh~abeth died in January 1816, 
leaving a bllmk which had, wherever we went, the effect of 
lhmllllslnng our social intercoUI·~e. 

The summer of 1816 was marked by elCcursions to Tom's and 
Font,ulIcble,1t1, but a much more important enterprtse marked the 
.lUtumn ofthat year, namely, a journey With .t.-horses all the way to 
Naples, a feat Involving more than once { ,neceesity for an escort 
of two Austrian dragoons, as protectIOn Lgairlbt the bandlttl, who 
at that time wele flolltlshing. I may mention in thiS respect that 
ufter staymg three days on our return northward in a romantIC part 
of the Apennines, ollr host very considerately warned us that the 
mtelllt:,once of the presence of EnglIsh travellers was spreadl~ in 
the llCighbourhood, and that his house would probably be attaued 
If we r!lmallled there, whICh of course we gratefully aVOIded to do. 

HlwlIlg returned to Paris in 1817, we became comfortably 
loc:<ted for some yeJ-rs at the Hotel de l\1ayence, in a. pleasant 
part of the Rue St Honore, and I thus had the opportunity of 
;l.cllmrmg a taste for science, of which the chief branches wele taught 
at the Atht!m'·e Royal by first-rate professoT~ in courses of a common­
~ellse, utlhtarian character still much wanted in England. 

To thiS p~nod of SCIentific training succeeded, from 1820-1822 
, ' 
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a period of classical education under regular Enghsh tutors at St 
Germain-en-laye, where we had a country-house whIch had a J.lrge 
garden; to say nothing of the delightful rides III the Bois, for wlllCh 
that place is fat. JllS. These rides -my father enjoyed the more for 
havmg received from England one of his best Northampton~hlre 
hunters. He was still oblIged to walk with crutches, but could fide 
freely, and his health was good. This circumstance and the abscl.Icc 
of social intercourse naturally inclined him for his own sake, and 
that of his boys, to -develop on a larger scale the knowledga of 
countries and nationalities. In Apnl 1822 we began a journey to 
the banks of the Rhine, which formed a very sUItable prelude to tho 
pIcturesque beautIes of the Lake of Lucerne. On 11 th September 
we r.eached MIlan, and had no difficulty in estabhshing oUlsclve'> In 

comfortable winter quarters. 
Thus was initIated a plan, maintained by my father during the 

remainder of his continental hie, of spendmg, as a rule, the summer 
in SWItzerland and the winter at a first-rate city, such as l\lIlun or 
Paris_ 

MIlan found constant favour as a well-built, well-paved, and 
cleanly CIty. Its chmate, owmg to the propinquity of the Alps, is 
generally severe in winter, but for this very reason means of 
warmth and comfort abound, which Englishmen are apt to mISS III 

the Italian cities farther south. Educational advantages and enJoy­
ments were on a firbt-rate footing. I had good opportunitll'A. of 
cultlvatmg my taste for music. My brother's talent for paintlllg 
obtamed important development through a course of lessons, 
received in our first winter's stay, from the emlllent J;mdscape 
painter, Marco GOZZI, and thro~gh copying. III subsequent yem s, 
the admlfable collection of hIS works at the Brera, proceeds of a 
mumficent yearly subvention from the Austrian Government. 

In the numerous wmters subsequently spent at Paris, our rctlfcd 
:mode of hfe presented less varied attractions than might be supposed, 
and the dIstance from Interlaken, our summer abode, was a serions 
inconvenlence. 

Travellmg was in those days a very different busmess from 
what steam has made it now. It required four awful days amI 
nights of uninterrupted posting to travel from Paris to Interlaken and 
VIce ve1sa. Under such clfcumstances it is no wonder that our 
desire to lead a settled lIfe in Ellgland went- on increasmg, and 
got the better of all other consiuerations in 1837_ 
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A peJ'lou of transItIOn was afforued by our gomg m the spring 
of that year, t'ut Havre and Soutl~ampton, to 'Veymouth, where we 
Tt'mamod about a year Our expectations of It as a seasIde resort 
were fully justIfied, and to our other enjoyments was added a useful 
imtiation in the movement, then in actIve development, of popular 
Improvement through the mstrumentaiIty of so-called" Mebhamcs' 
In8tltutRS." My {,tther was mduced to favour the Weymouth 
MOLhamcs' InstItute WIth discourses on bl8 Inchan e}.1lenences, which 
LI eated qmte a sensatIOn. It was in March 1838 tbat we sought for 
a defillitl ve home in tho neIghbourhood of the metropolis TWlLken­
ham llI11ted In an unparalleled degree intnnsIC attractIOns with family 
aQQOClatlOns, We took provIsionally a house at the water-Side, near 
the woll-known Ferry, and by a most fortanate chance my father was 
very bOon able to purcbase from the descendants of Judge Perryn the 
mansion and grounds of Perryn House He soon proved that he 
was the fight man in the right place, by liberally contflbutmg to 
the eroctlOn of Tfllllty Church, and baving been appointed In 1841 
one of II 1\1 Justices of the Peace, be devoted hImself wIth such 
mtolhgent energy to tbe dut168 of his office that hIS "J ustlce Room" 
became appreCiated far and Wide by the pohce as an ever-ready and 
ever-satisfactory resottlce, He disposed of no less than 970 cases 
up to 1847, when advanced age induced him to resign amid tokens 
of the highest apprecl<ItlOn. He ched on 25th December 1861 

2M 
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