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RUSSELL SItAW, ESQ. 

BUDA PESTII UNIVERSITY, 

July 2, 1885. 

My DEAR 'MR. SIlAW, 

You' are a. Liberal in your political views; I found you 
liberal in the hospitality you have bestowed on me; and I 
hope you will ~ liberal in judging these pages, which I dedicate 
to you. 

, In other countries an author would have hardly ventured 
to dedicate to his friend of Liberal persuasion a book con
taining a strong criticism upon the policy of the Libera.l 
party. But in England fair play is fully admitted in political 
opinions, even if they come from a foreigner. This is a. fact, 
of which I have ha.d ample opIV-'riunity to convince myself 
during my late lecturing tour in your country; and it is the 
substance oC the various addresses which I then delivered, that 
I offer now to the public in the present book form. 

Believe me, 

Dear 'Mr. Shaw, 

'Yours sincerely, 

A. V lllBERY. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE WAY TO TASHKEND. 

GRE_\T events are casting their shadows before th~m; 
the unmistakable signs of historic revolutions silently 
progressing are thickening around us ; and if, neverthe
less, we refuse to give credence to facts irrevocably 
accomplished and full of significance, it must be 
ascribed not to the dulness of our senses, but to the 
prevailing rigidly conservative character of the great 
majority of politicians. 

ThE! rivalry between Russia and England must 
have become evident from the very moment when 
Spain: Portugal, Holland, and France, gradually 
disappeared from the field of conquests in Asia, and 
when that old mother-country was left open to the 
ambition of the first mentioned two great nations. 
England, entering into the arena of conquest from 

B 



2 THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA. 

Ule :-iouthl had slowly but constantly worked her way 
through India, until out of the small trading Company 
had grown a mighty empire; an empire founded upon 
the heroism, patriotism, an~ lust of adventure of 
those islanders, who, fe~ling themselves somewhat 
('tamped in their narrow insular home, had started to 
the distant East in order to satisfy their curiosity, to 
couple their names with some glorious deed, in the 
cause of humanity, and to reflect honour upon their 
own mother-country. 

At the outset nobody knew the ultimate border of 
the new acquisition. Conquests necessitated fresh and 
new conquests, and when the State supplanted the 
simple trading Company, the Indian acquisition was 
as ext~nsive as any of the former'Mogul or Rindoo 
Raj~hs had ever ~een able to unite und~r his 
sceptre. The conquest of India was and is un
doubtedly the glory of our western civi1isat~on; . it 
is the best mar~ of the superiority of our indomitable 
European spirit, and of the strength of young Europe 
compared with old and crumbling Asia. 

As to Russia, the causes and the course of her 
conquests. were of quite a different nature~ The 
whole str~cture of the Russian empire rests exclusively 
upon conquests and annexation; for it must be borne 
in mind that Russia is not an ethnical but a political 
nation. Tbe Russians were at the beginning only. a 
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small number of Slavs, grafted upon Ugrian, Turko-" 
Tartar, and Finnic elements, but which. in the colll'Se 
of time gradually enlarged, and would have had 
already a pre· eminent part in the historical events of 
the Middle Ages, if temporary revolutions and w~s, 
produced by Asiatic conquerors, 1;tad not interfered, 
and delayed the growth of the national body. Among 
these drawbacks we reckon the irrup~on of the Mon
gols under Djenghis Khan, and the great war under 
Timur, both of them historical events which crippled 
and maimed the Grand-Duchy of Muscovy; but in the 
end Russian society, imbued with the spirit of 
Christian civilisation, nevertheless tri~mphed over the 
rude and barbarian representatives of Asia. The 
Golden Horde crumbled to pieces, the empire of Timur 
was scattered to the winds; and yictorious Russia, by 
annexing one portion after another, not only found. 
herself succeeding to the heritage of her Asiatic pre
decessors, but also possessing the best means of 
continuing in the path of ulterior conquests, and of 
consolidating her new acquisitions "in a way quite 
superior to the means and modes at the disposal of 
Asiatic despots. 

After having subdued, the middle arid lqwer 
Volga, Russia turned her attention partly to the East, 
partly to the West. In both directions she earned 
unexpected success. In the East she appeared as the 

B 2 



4 THE COJ-IING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA. 

representat.ive of Europe two centuries ago, and, arpled 
l\'ith the superior arms of that time, she managed to 
lonquer vast multitudes with a comparatively small 
II umber of men. Siberia wa~ conquered in the 
Hlxtcenth century, and when Kutchum Khan, after 
having been defeated by the daring troopers under 
the lead of Yermak, armed with firearms, and losing 
his crown and empire, was asked to surrender, the old 
blind man, discovered in the midst of the woods, said: 
." I am blind, deaf. poor and deserted, but I do 
not complain about the loss of my treasures, I only 
grieve that the Russians have taken captive my dear 
child, my son Asmanak. If I had him with me I 
should willingly renounce my crown, my riches, all 
my .other wives and remaining children. Now I shall 
send my family to Bokhara, and I myself shall go to 
the N ogais. I did not go to the Czar in my more 
prosperous days, when I was rich and mighty; shall I 
go now in order to meet with a shameful death." 

From the eastern Tartars in Siberia, Russia turned 
to the western Tartars in the Crimea, to those very 
N ogais with whom Kutchum Khan expected to find 
a shelter. Here the sway of the ,Sultan of Turkey 
had become loosened at that time, and the Empress 
Catherine plucked fresh laurels for her ~rown after a 
hard struggle, which sealed the fate of the Khans of 
Bagtche-Sarai for ever. From the lsker in Siberia 
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to the banks of the Pruth, all became Russian. The 
various populations had to undergo the process of 
Russification, and the newly annexed elements had 
hardly been incorporated into the body of Muscovitism, 
when the progress towards the south alteady began, 
and the subjugation, of the Kirghis st,eppes was 
already initiated. 

That is the real outset of the Russian conquests 
in Central Asia. 

It was a hard nut Russia had to crack here, a 
task arduous beyond measure; for besides the struggle 
to be fought with men,', she met with a serious 
obstacle in nature, through the endless. barren steppes, 
varying with hard clay, sand many feet deep~ and 
wide waterless tracts of country. Any other Govern
ment would have been afraid to engage in that under
taking; but despotic Russia, unchecked 'in the waste 
of men an'd money, entered upon it with the deter
mination of overcoming all obstacles. The steppes 
were attacked from two different sides, from the east 
and the west. As to the eastern route, Siberia formed 
the basis, and down glided the Russian Cossacks from 
the Altai, along :the western border of China to the 
,lake of Issyk Kul, as smoothly and quietly as I the 
Russian outposts succeeded in skirting the western 
frontier of the Kirghis country from the Lesser Horde 
to the Aral lake and to the Yax'artes. It was the 



6 THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA. 

work of two centuries, accomplished in a wonderful 
way, with that characteristic Muscovite tenacity. 
cunning. and recklessness, which have wrought 8,0 

r nany wonders and surprises to the western world. 
The Kirghises, numbering beyond three millions or 

soul~, and, representing the prototype of Turkish 
nomadic society, offered from the beginning' that 
special mode of resistance we encounter in the case of 
the nomads of Asia and America. At first a few 
influential chieftains were enticed by bribes, presents, 
and imaginary distinctions, assisted as usual by the 
generously offered flask of vodki. Of course, the 
allegiance thus obtained was of no avail and no dura.
tion, for no sooner had the Russian tcltinovnik dis
appeared from the scene of his action, than the 
Kirghis chief forgot his oath of fidelity, as well as the 
rich presents he had received from the,White Padishah 
of the Neva,. Russia had to resort to other means. 
She built on various points small forts, originally 
intended to hjtrbour the merchants on their 'yay to 
the steppe; for the Czar is a benignant ruler,' who is 
anxious that his subjects should be 'provided with 
all the necessaries of life, and he eyen went 80 far as 
to build mosques and Mohammedan colleges for the 
pious Kirghises, an act which has been very frequently 
rebuked as impolitic and unwise. This paternal care, 
however, did not bear the expected fruit; the so-called 
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THE WAY' TO TASHKEND. .7 

halting places for Russian traders were soon turned 
into small forts, garrisoned by soldiers; from the walls of 
which loopholes for cannon looked far into the desert, 
and overawed the restless nomads more than any 
imperial ukase, written with gold ink, and all the 
sacred oaths of the chieftaIDs sworn, upon the Koran 
had done. By extending this line. of fortifications 
into the country of the Kirghises, Russia succeeded 
in thrusting a formidable wedge into the body of her 
adversary. Disunion amongst the Kirghises did the 
rest, and in spite of temporary risings, Russia could 
safely assert soon after the Crimea.n war that she had 
become the undisputed master of the whole Kirghis 
country as far as the right bank of the Yaxartes, 
including the Aral Sea, where her operations by land 
were supported by a small flotilla. 

While these large operations were going on, 
Europe, always happy to engage Russia in Asia 
and to keep her off from European politics, cared 
but very little for the doings of' the northern 
colossus in this outlying part of the eastern world. 
But little oozed out concerning these new con
quests, and that little generally came through the 
channel of European travellers, aavanta, delighted at 
the warm reception they got from Russian officip.ls, 
and full of 'praises of the humanitarian work Russia 
was doing in those outlying -barbarous countries, where 
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C\,(TY step was accompanied by the civilisation of the 
\V cst, and where every flash of cannon was said to be a 
new rising sun of our :F)uropean culture. Happy 
delusion for our careless diplomatists! Dut still 
happier means for aggressive Russia, and but for these 
treacherous lights beginning to throw a ra.ther dubious 
reflex beyond the Suleiman range, our blissful Europe 
would still send fervent prayers to heaven for the 
civilising columns of holy Russia, as the imbecility 
of our diplomatists continues to do to this very 
day. 

England, justly disquieted by the Russian move 
towards. Khiva, had found it advisable to try whether 
any diplomatic transactions with the three khanates 
of Turkestan could not produce such an effect as to 
stop the Russian progress. Lord-Auckland imagined, 
that by caping the attention of the rulers of the 
three khanates to the impending danger, a union 
might be effected which would prove a barrier against 
Russia. This was the origin of the mission of the 
late Sir Alexander Burnes, _. an accomplished young 
Scotchman, who was well received at the Court of 
N asrullah Khan, the father of the present Emir of 
Bokhara. His transactions secured to England a 
treaty of commerce; they produced also relations of 
amity between Bokhara _ and India; but neither 
Khokand nor Khiva could this clever diplomatist 
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visit, and no sooner had he returned to Europe than, 
with the death 'Of the chief minister at Nasrullah, 
the effect of the happy journey vanished, and Bokhara 
remained as before, utterly heedle~s of coming events, 
and continuing, as before, to weaken the neigh
bouring States instead of giving them strength and 
support against the approaching danger. 

Russia, at the same time, was 'not slow to 
counteract this stroke of policy by a similar ap
proach to England's nearest neighbour, namely, 
Afghanistan. First -of all, she began to meddle 
with Herat 'through the intermediary of the King 
of Persia, whom she made her involuntary ally 
after the treaty of Turkman-chai.' The King of 
all Kings of Iran, a sickly man, had, together 
with nis half:-crazy- minister, ,for a long time back 
cherished the idea of re-conquering the large do
minions of Shah Abbas the Great. The Keyanian 
Cap, repre~enting the Crown of Persia, looking shabby 
and worn out, was sadly wanting in n~w jewels. 
Wooden guns inlaid with brass were soon got ready; 
and Count Simonitch, the Russian ambassador, had· 
only to stir the fire to bring the Persian army, a crowd 
of beggars clad in rags, before the walls of Herat. 
Fortunately England, aw:are of the imminent danger, 
selected the proper man to frustrate tlie machinations 
of her rival-Eldred Pottinger, an English officer of 
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rart' talents. One man alone was sufficient to anni
hilate aU the grandiloquent schemes of Persia. The 
fire of the wooden guns had no effect; the balls hewn 
of marble, invented by the ingenious Persian prime 
minister, were smashed to pieces on the walls erected 
under the .lead of the clever and brave Englishman .. 
The Shah got the dysentery instead of laurels, ,and 
the half-emaciated and decimated army of the King 
of all Kings, together with their Russian advisers, 
returned to Teheran. Herat was made secure once 
more against the immediate attack of Russia: 

Whilst this was going on, a young Russian officer 
of Polish extraction, named Vitkovitch, had to per
form at Kabul, at Dost Mohammed Khan's, the same 
part which, Sir Alexander Burnes had so cleverly 
played at Bokhara. In. the cc l\Iemoirs of the late 
General Blaramberg," a German officer in'the Russian 
service, we read. among other interesting details 
regarding the Russian doings in Herat and Kabul, 
how Alexander von Humboldt bad met with a young 
Polish gentleman exiled to Siberia, and how this 
young man, of high education and reii-ned manners, 
succeeded in gaining the sympathies of t~e great 
German scholar to such an extent that he interceded 
in his favour, with the Emperor Nicholas the First, 
and obtained his pardon from the Czar on the con
dition of the gifted young Pole's enteripg the 
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Russian service and devoting his abilities to Russian 
interests. This young Polish gentleman was the 
afterwards famous Russian secret agent. M. Vitkovitch, 
at Kabul. A great linguist, fully versed in the way 
of dealing with Asiatics. and therefore a competent 
rival of Sir Alexander Burnes, he had to gain over the 
sympathies of Dost Mohammed Khan for the Court of 
St. Petersburg. 

As the last named Afghan prince failed in his 
endeavour to secure British assistance for the re
occupation ;1 of Peshawur, then in the hands of 
Rendjit Singh, he very naturally lent an eager ear to 
overtures coming from the rival of Great Britain. 
Vitkovitch was listened to with particular attention; 
but owing to the great distance Russian outposts then 
stood from Mghanistan, all that the Envoy could 
afford to give at that time consisted in empty pro
mises, totally inadequate to satisfy the astute grey
wolf of Afghanistan. The transaction, therefore, 
turned out an empty bubble. Vitkovitch returned to 
St. Petersburg re male !leala, and being disavowed by 
his Government, the unfortunate young man com
mitted suicide in the very blossom of his life. Thus 
are things in Russia. Successful generals and diplo
matists, publicly declared to have acted against' the 
will of the C~ar, are not only acknowledged, but 
rewarded; wliilst those who remain unsuccessful are 
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rebuked, and have to .pay the penalty of death for 
Hussian disgrace. ' 

• 
As to Afghanistan, the sulky attitude of Dost 

:M ohammed Khan towards ~ngland very soon be-· 
came the cause, of the first Afghan war,. in which 
England spent many thousands of lives and over 
£20,000,000' of money. Kabul and Kandahar were 
tak~D, but had to be evacuated; and the disas
trous failure, owing not so much tp the want of 
military valour of the British soldiers, but rather to 
the utter want of knowledge how to deal with 
Asiatics, imparted the first stain of shame to the 
English military character in Asia. It is exceedingly 
interesting to notice how all the perspnal valour and 
courage, all the heroic self-immolation, I rare circum
spection, and ability of single individuals, are rendered 
of no avail by the short-sightedness of leading poli
ticians, of wavering statesmen, and of an irresolute 
Government. The news of the English defeat in 
Afghanistan spread allover Central Asia, and was the 
first deadly blow to the preati!le of Great Britain in 
the East. The Khans, Emir~, and .Begs exulted 
with joy over the victory of their co-religionists, the 
Afghans. Mohammedan barbarism thought itseif 
again safe against the threatening attack$ Qf' our 
western culture, and in delusi"e blissfulness quite 
overlooked the black clouds gathering in the north 
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-clou'ds which cast their gloomy shadows, even at 
that time, as far as the banks of the Yaxartes, and 
were fraught with those unmistakable signs that 
prognosticated the devastating tempest sweeping over 
Central Asia two decades later. 



CHAPTER II. 

TIlE CONQUEST OF THE 'l'HREE KHANATES. 

RUSSIA, after having subdued the Kirghises; and 
reached, on the left bank of the Yaxartes, the out
lying northern districts of -Khokand, had in the mean
time fully prepared all the ways and means of an 
attack upon the three khanates. During my stay in 
Bokhara in 1863, I heard vague rumours only of the 
Russian approach towards Tashkend. II The formerly 
sweet waters of the Yaxartes river," said a pious 
Mohammedan to me, H have been utterly spoiled and 
rendered undrinkable, for the Russians have watered 
their horses and dipped their abominabie idols into 
it; but a.s to the country of Khokand, they will never 
be able to- conquer it, for the glorious spirit of the 
holy Khodja Ahmed Yessevi at Hazreti-Turkestan is 
on the watch, and will never allow the infidels to pass 
into the region of Islam." Unhappy dreamer I He 
and his countrymen h~d quite forgotten that the poor 
Khodja Ahmed Yessevi was but a doubtful champion 
against the adventurous General Tchernayeff, who, 
with but two thousand men, .not only trampled upon 
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the grave of the said saint, but succeeded also in 
capturing Tashkend, the great commercial centre of 
the north of the khanates in 1864, and defeating an 
enemy at least twenty times as numerous as his 
daring companions in arms. 

It was during the very year I ~rived in London 
that the news of the capture of Tashkend had reached 
Europe. A few weeks before that I happened to 
meet Lord Palmerston, and I consider it no small 
distinction to have been listened to with attention by 
this greatest ~glish statesman of modern times. 
After having given to him the outlines of my stirring 
adventures, and related all that I had heard of the 
approach of Russia, adding, at the same" time, remarks 
upon the comparative ease with which the Muscovite 
would advance towards the Oxus, the noble lord said 
amongst other things, that we Hungarians, like the 
Poles, had a hot brain, and that many generations 
must pass before Russia would be able to pull down 
the Tartar barrier and approach the country inter
vening between India and Bokharcl.. I very much 
doubt whether the great English statesman seriously 
meant what he stated to me, for his careful inquiries 
into sundry details belied his seeming indifferen~e. 

At all events he did not ~ontinue with that Olympian 
calmness with which he had tried to impress me at 
first, and shared· by no means in the indifference-
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exhiuited by English statesmen I occasionally met 
after the publication of the Russian circular of Prince 
nortschakofi'in 1864. It must be borne in mind that 
nussia, fully conscious of the importance of the step 
she had taken, condescended to give explanations even 
without bei!lg asked. The aforesaid circular, intended 
to appease any eventual anxiety, related in a cleverly 
written memorandum how the Government of the 
Czar had been compelled, against his own .will and 
without any hope of material benefit, to annex the 
country of the Kirghises; an~ how these Kirghises, 
unruly fellows, could be only governed and ruled from 
a point where the cultivable region might secure 
a firm footing for the invader, and afford the best 
opportunity to check disorder and lawlessness. 

In that famous circular it was said that the 
following reasons had mai;nly precipitated the con
quest of Tashkend:-

u 1. It has been deeme'd indispensable that the 
two fortified lines of our frontiers, one starting from 
China and extending as far as the Issyk Kullake, the 
other from the Aral Sea along the Syr~Darya, should 
be united by fortified points, in such a manner that 
all our posts would be in a condition to eventually 
sustain ear.h other, and not to allow any interval to 
remain open through which the nomadic tribes might 
effect ~ith impunity t1!.eir invasions and depredations. 
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" 2. tt was essential that the line of our advanced 
forts laid down in this manner should be situated in 
a country not only sufficientlt fertile to secure their 
provisions~ but also to facilitate regular colonisation, 
for this alone can secure to an occupied country a 
fllture of stability and prosperity in winning the 
neighbouring populations for civilised life. 

"3. Lastly, it was urgent to- fix that line in a. 

definite manner, in order to escape from tlte dan!Jerous 

and almost inevitable inducements to go on from re

pre8sion to reprisal8, which mi!Jht result in an enrlless 
ea::teJlsion. " 

" With this object the basis of a system had to be 
laid down, which should be founded' not only upon' 
reason, which is elastic, but upon geographical and 

political conditio1ls which are of a .fia::ed and permanent 

nature ." 

In reading t4ese passages we really are at a loss 
to decide whether grim humour or unprecedented 
hypocrisy and impudence have dictated them. The 
ink was scarcely dry with which the lines had been 
written, when Russia, anxious to avoid" endless ex
tension:' plunged again into f~esh conquests. Khu
dayar Khan, .the ruler of Khokand, a noted cow~rd 
even in Central Asia, had soon lost his spirits, and 
implored Muzafl'ar-ed-din-Khan for assistance. Bok
hara, reputed at that time the very stronghold of 

c 
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moral and material strength in Central Asia, was soon 
at hand with an army outnumbering the Russian 
adventurers ten or ££teen times; an army in name 
only, but consisting chiefly of a rabble, ill-armed, and 
devoid of apy military qualities. By dint of' pre
ponderating numbers, the Bokhariots succeeded so far 
as to inflict a loss upon the daring Russian general at 
Irdjar, who, constrained to retreat upon Tashkend, 
was' at once deposed by his superiors in St. Peters
burg, and instead of praises being bestowed upon 
him for the capture of Tashkend, he had to feel. 
the weight of Russian ingratitude. His successor, 
General Romanovsky, played the part of a consolidator 
and a preparer, and as soo~ as this duty was ful£lled 
he likewise was superseded by General Kauffmann, a 
German from the Baltic Russian provinces, uniting 
the qualities of his predecessors in one person, and 
doing accordingly the work entrusted to him with 
pluck and luck' in a comp~atively short time. In 

, 1868 tlie whole Yaxartes valley, toget1;ler with Samar
kand,' the former capital of Timur,. fell into the hands 
.of Russia, and General Kauffmann would have pro
ceeded to Bokhara, and even farther, if Muzaffar-ed
din-Khan, terri£ed by the heavy b~ows which he had 
received, and afraid of a revolutionary rising in his 
own country headed by his own son~ had not volun
tari~y submitted and begged for peace. 
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At the treaty of Serpul, the Emir was granted the 
free possessio'!l of the country which was left to him, 
beginning beyond Kermineh, as far as Tchardjui in 
the south; and not only was he promised vigorous 
support in all his possessions beyond the Oxus, but 
Russian friendship even went so far as to suppress for 
him a rebellion which had broken out at Shehri Sebz, 
and amity seemed to spring up between these two 
formerly implacable enemies. Of course the Emir had 
to pledge himself to be a true and faithful ally of Russia. 
He had to pay the heavy war indemnity, including all 
the robberies and embezzlements of Russian officers; 
he had, to place his sons under the tutorship of the 
Czar in order to be brought up at St. ·Petersburg,. in 
the very centre of the blackest infidelity ; and ulti
mately he had to cede three points on his. southern 
frontier-namely, Djam, Kerki, and Tchardjui, in 
order to secure a starting point for Russia towards the 
south in case of necessity. All these were certainly 
most oppressive burdens; but what on earth would 
not the Emir have given to save the shadow of his 
sovereignty? Of course Russia was very wise to 
leave him in the delusive dream of his independence; 
for besides the heavy costs ·involyed by immediate 
annexation, the administration of the country 'by 
Russian officials would have proved a useless' expense 
to the exchequer. This abstemious policy had borne 

c 2 
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it,s ii'uits-for Russia not only gained the considera
tion of the foe vanquished by her, but was also 
looked upon by the adjacent khanates in a far better 
light than had been hitherto the case, since, accord .. 
ing to Tartar notions, conquest was identical with 
murder, plunder and extirpation. Central Asia was 
really surprised to find ~ercy at the hands of the 
Christian victor. 

Scarcely five years had elapsed when Russia, 
anxious to avoid" endless extension," cast her eyes 
beyond the Oxus upon the Khan of Khiva, applying 
almost literally the meaning of the fable of Msopus 
in accusing the Khiva lamb on the lower course of 
the Oxus of troubling her waters in the upper 
course. A plea for a caSU8 belli was soon unearthed. 
The young Khan of Khiva, the son of the very man 
upon whom I pronounced a blessing whilst sojourning 
in his capital, had vainly endeavoured to ,apologise 
and to give every possible redress. The Russian pre
parations of war had been ready for a long time, pro
visions were previously secured on different points, 
and General Kauffmann, notoriously fond of theatrical 
pageantries, marched through the most perilous route 
across bottomless sands from tne banks of the 
Yaxartes to the Oxus. Strange to say, he chose the 
very route upon which I trudged years ago, tormented 
and nearly killed by thirst. At the station, Adam 
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Kirli!Jan (the place were men perish) he must have 
remembered the dervish,. for' I am told on good 
authority that he trav~lled with my book in his 
hands; and the ominous name of the station would 
have proved really disastrous to the Russian army if 
~he U zbegs had ha<l, the slightest military foresight, 
or ha.d been aware of the very rudimentary principles 
of warfare. The Russians, who marched from three 
different po4lts upon the khanate,' had a very easy 
task before them. ,Without fighting a single 
battle, the whole country on the' Lower Oxus was 
conquered. Russia again showed herself magnani
mous by rep. lacing the young Khan upon the paternal 
throne, after having taken away from' him the whole 
country on the right bank 'of the Oxus, and impose<!
upon his neck the burden of a war indemnity which 
will weigh hiin down as long as he lives, and cripple 
even his successors, if any such are to come after him. 

Three more years passed, when Russia, anxious to 
avoid" endless extension," again began to extend the 
limits of her possessions in the Yaxartes Valley to
wards the East. In July, 1876, one of the famous 
Russian embassies of amity was casually (P) present 
at the Court of Khudayar Khan at Khokand, when 
suddenly a rebellion broke out, endangering not oMy 
the lives of the' Russian' embassy but also of 'the 
allied rulet. No wonder, therefore, that Russia had 
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to take care of the friend in distress. An army was 
despatched to Khokand, the rebellion was quelled, 
and, as a natural consequence, the whole khanate 
incorporated into the dominions of the Czar. The 
Khokandians, especially one portion of them called 
the Kiptchaks, did not surrender so easily as their 
brethren. in Bokhara and Khiva. The struggle 
between the conqueror and the native people was a 
bloody and protracted one; and the butchery at 
Namangan, an engagement in which the afterwards 
famous General Skobeleff won -his spurs, surpasses 
all the accounts hitherto given of Russian cruelty. 
Similar scenes occurred in Endidjan and other places, 
until the -power of the Kiptchaks, noted for their 
bravery all over Central Asia, was broken, and 
" peace," a pendant to the famous tableau of V eresht
chagin, "peace at Shipka," prevailed throughout the 
valleys of Ferghana, enabling the Russian eagle to 
spread his wings u,ndisturbedly over the whole of 
Centrru Asia, beginning from the Caspian Sea in 
the west to the Issyk Kul in the east, and from 
Siberia to the'Turkoman sands in the south. The 
conquest of Central Asia was thus literally accom
plished, and we shall only dwell on 'the main reason 
which has facilitated the success, and enabled Russia 
to penetrate into the very nest 'Of the hitherto inac
cessible Mohammedan fanaticism. 
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By us in Europe the new feats of Russian arms 
were certainly looked upon with great surprise. 
Nations vain-glorious of military deeds partly envied 
and partly admired the modem successor of Djenghis 
and Timur, but it is only ignorance of facts and gross 
exaggeration which has led them astray. They had 
been accustomed from immemorial times to couple 
the names of Tartar. Kalmuk, Kirghis, etc., with all 
rudeness. st,rength. power, and all possibly imaginable 
qualities of savage warriors. I had the same opinion 
on the subject j but how different was my experience 
gathered on the spot, when I discovered in the 
roughest-looking Tartar a. coward without example, 
and found that despite my lame leg I could, armed 
with a. stick, put to flight five or six men. Of such 
a. character was the predominant majority of the 
enemies Russia. had to fight. The whistle of a single 
ball was enough to scare away dozens of warlike
looking Sarts, Tadjiks, and Uzbegs. In reality how 
could it be otherwise, considering the difference exist
ing between the arms of the Russian conqueror and 
those of the native defenders? Take the gun, for' 
instance. The Russian is armed with a good modem 
rifle, and his gunpowder is of· the best, whilst the 
poor Tartar has nothing but an old and rusty' gun 
which rests on a. kind of wooden fork. Before at
tempting to shoot, he is looking out for a level spot 
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when' to put down his wooden fork. He has to 
place the coarse gunpowder in the pan, then strike 
fire with the flint to ignite the tinder, and proceeds 
to tap upon the powder for' at least five minutes .. 
1'he rusty gun bursts, the fork tumbles down, and 
w here the ball has gone to God only knows. 

Besides this dissimilarity in arms, we have to 
consider the utter want of union, which disabled the 
nati ves ,of Central Asia from a vigorous defence of an 
invading power. Bokhara may well be taken for the 
leading state in Central Asia; but her influence over 
the neighbouring khanates was never of such an extent 
as to rally the Khivans, the Khokandians, and Tur
komans around her flag, nor was the Emir himself 
sufficiently penetrated by the necessity of such 
assistance. He was proud, haughty, and over self
confident. His conceitedness vied with' his stupidity, 
and when I met him in Samarkand he asked me, 
am'ongst other things, whether the Sultan of Turkey 
could boast of an army as formidable as his own, an 
army with which he might have conquered China if 
he were disposed to do so. As to his subjects, I 
noticed that they had not even the slightest forebod
ing of the approaching Russian danger, and when 
.alluding to such an eventuality I generally got for an 
;tnswer: "Hadji, do not speak: about it; the soil of 
Samarkand and Bokhara is so full, of the remains of 
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departed saints and pious Mohammedans that ~fidels 
will die as soon as they set foot upon it." Ludicrous, 
childish remarks, which certainly were forgotten w4en 
the armies of Bokhara, Khokand, and Khiva were 
defeated; and, strange to say, these very boasting, 
overweening men were the first to submit to Russian 
rule, and to look upon the new state of things as a 
matter long ago decreed by the will of Almighty God. 

To sum up briefly, 'Bokhara, Khiva, and Khokand 
fell one after the other. Russia reached the left bank 
of the Oxus; she obtained what she. had been long 
co'\"eting. She now could have rounded off her pos
sessions from Siberia to the rery heart of Asia; for in 
reaching the Oxus. this old natural frontier betweEln 
Iranians and Turanians, she then might' have been 
satisfied with having brought nearly, the whole of 
the Tartar race unuer her sway;' the great work of 
civilisation which she wrote upon her banners could 
have been quietly begun. .But the politicians at St. 
Petersburg had objects quite different in view. 
Humanitarian purposes are only the clever bait 
invented to, -catch the credulous statesmen of Europe. 
Russia cherished other far-reaching schemes, in the 
furtherance of' which she crossed frontiers many a 
thousand years old, and, disregarding any eveutual 
complications, merrily rushed into her adventures on 
the left bank of the Oxus. 



CHAP'TER III. 

THE MATERIAL AND MORAL VICTORY AT GEOK-TEPE. 

THE Russian move on the left bank of the OXU8 
might have been viewed from the very beginning' as 
the unmistakable sign of her ulterior designs against 
India. In conquering the three khanat.es of Tur
kestan, we are disposed to conclude that Russian 
politicians made a failure of it, and that they only 
subsequently found' out that the route leading from 
Orenburg towards the OX1,ls was a very difficult 
highway for an army intending to march from the 
interior of the mother country towards the Suleiman 
range. Judging from the attempt to build a rail
way from Orenburg to Tashkend, which afterwards 
failed, in spite of th~ exertions of M. Lesseps, 
who promised the world to run a train from Calais 
to Calcutta, 7,500 miles long, in nine days, we 
may assume that the Russians had" really over-rated 
the possession of the khanates, and found out that 
Central Asia, which has ever since charged the 
exchequer with a deficit varying of from e~ght to 
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ten millions of roubles annually, will never pay, 
and will always remain a barteit-: acquisition to the 
State. Well, as far as this burden· 'is ~oncerne'd, ~e 
will not deny the fact that the expeh~es of 'a 
Europe~ administration, be it even a Russian one, 
will never be defrayed by the income. It will always 
prove an expensive colony-a luxurious acquisition; 
but Russia had nevertheless 'to submit to this sacri
fice in the interests of her ulterior schemes. She was 
compelled to secure in her rear a safe position, whilst 
she had the. intention of moving on the main line 
from the south-west towards the south-east-I mean 
from southern Russia across the Caucasus, the Caspian, 
and along the northern border of Persia to the goal 
of her desire. This was the route originally conceived 
for the Russian march against India; and the endur
ance, astuteness, and cleverness with which this line 
of communication was begun and continued, are really 
unrivalled in the history of conquering nations. 

Our space is too limited to dwell here at length upon 
the details of this plan, carried on for nearly two cen
turies. We shall speak rather of that portion which
relates to the eastern shore of the Caspian Sea, and 
state that Russian aggression dates as far back as 
1825) when the afterwards famous l\iuravieff started 
on his mission to Khiva from Krasnovodsk, in order to 
expiore the desert and to bring home information 



28 THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA.. 

abuut this little or scarcely known tract of country. 
Immediately after him followed in 1835 Karelin, who. 
investigated the shore from the Gurgan river as far as 
l\:.rasnovodsk, and since that time scarcely a year has. 
,·Iapsed without some ;Russian officers, under the guise 
of the famous Russia!}. scientific expeditions, visiting 
this shore to continue the explorations. The result of 
it was that whilst the rest of ~urope rem!1ined in utter 
ignorance about the people and the country on the 
eastern shore of the Caspian., Russia was pretty w~n 
informed as to the geographical position of that country, 
as well as to the. mutual relations of the Turkoman 
inhabitants. The picture drawn by Galkin may well 
be defective, but it is the first reliable l'eport, and I 
do not exaggerate when I state that since the occupa
tion of .. A .. shurada Russians were by no means 
strangers amongst the Yomuts and Goklans. Having 
duly reconnoitered the country, the proper move 
against the Turkomans began only after the subjuga
tion of the three khanates, and particularly after the 
horrible massacre of the Turkomans subject to Khiva 
in 1873. The bloody affair of Kizil-T~irt in which 
nearly 10,000 Turkoman Yomuts lost their lives, 
chilled the blood of their brethren .on the south of 
the Balkans. The Russian position at Tchekishlar 
was easily secured, and in fact no serious fight took 
place during the whole time that the Russians had 
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entered the country of the Yomuts, until the period 
'\Vhen they came into contact with the next Turkoman 
tribes, namely, the Tekkes, who inhabit the country 
eastward of the Yomuts, and who were at all times 
noted for their strength, wealth, and courage. At 
the hands of th~ Tekke-Turkomans, particularly of 
the Akhal section of them, the Russian armyexpe
rienced more than one disagreeable surprise for 
imagining they had before them opponents like the 
U zbegs, Barts, and Tadjiks of the three khanates, or 
Turkomans of. the caste of Yomuts. They awoke to 
the consciousness of having to deal with a hardy race, 
ready to fight and to defend their homes, in spite of 
the inferiority of their arms. 

The history of the defeats of Lomakin. of the un
successful attack of Lazareff, and of the heavy cost in 
blood and money incurred by the various Russian ex
peditions, is too fresh in memory to be recalled here 
again. Thanks to the useful and well-known publi
cations of Charles Marvin, we may forego enumerating 
the details of the siege and capture of Geok-Tepe by 
Skobeleff in 1880. Suffice it to say, that courageous 
and heroic as was the defence of the besieged Turko
mans. who fought under the lead of ~fakhdu.n:'l-Kuli 

and Teme Serdar. their two chieftains, the hardships 
and privations the Russians had to endure. and the 
extraordinary cool blood and doggedness they exhibited 
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at that time, was in keeping with it. Out of 40,000 
Turkomans, huddled up in the fortress of Geok-Tepe, 
0,500 bodies were found inside the fortress, 8,000 
fugitives were slaughtered, ,many hundreds of women. 
:.LlHl children were killed, so that neatly half of the 
garrison perished. "During the actual assault and 
in the subsequent pursuit, the infantry engaged fired 
273,804 rounds, the cavalry 12,5'00, and th~ artil
lery 5,864 rounds; 224 military rockets were also 
expended" (Marvin). With this successful stroke 
against the Akhal-Tekke Turkomans; Russia. had 
almost entirely broken the strength and power of the 
hitherto mostly dreaded nomads of Central Asia. 
Thanks to the effect of modern arms and to her 
drilled army, she accomplished a feat neither Djenghis 
Khan nor Timur, or any of the Asiatic conquerors 
could boast of. 

The Turkomans, numbering about a million of 
souls, justly enjoyed in antiquity, and do still at pre
sent, the fame of being the best horsemen and the 
most valiant warriors all over Asia. Having lived 
amongst them in the very height of their indepen
dence, and having had opportunity to witness their 
daily life and to study their charact~r, I 'am bound to 
fully subscribe to the a~ove quoted estimate of their 
reputation. "Allah first, then our horse and arms, 
and then in the third place our family and.xelationst 
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is a common saying ampngst them, and the care the 
Turkoman ~stows upon his- horse and upon his ,. 
is far superior·to the tenderness he is in the habit of 
showing to his wife and children. A proverb amongst 
them says, "If you see a party attacking the house 
of your father and mother, join them in the plunder 
and ro.bbery;" and indeed, so utterly boundless is 
their desire for forays, battles, and daring adventures; 
that for want of a better opportunity they fall upon each 
other, even for the sake of a very trifling matter. The 
fatigue and hardship which these fellows can endure 
is most wonderful; not less their pluck and contempt 
of death, and albeit they say th;:t.t, "Try twice, and if 
you do not succeed turn back the third time; " it very 
rarely occurs that the double attack of a Turkoman 
should fail to obtain the obje.ct in view. .A13 to the 
dread they used to spread among the neighbouring 
nations, I will only quote one instance, of which I 
myself was an eye-witness. Having been asked one 
day to bestow my blessing upon a party ready for a 
foray, I took the rather curious fancy to join the 
fellows, and to be present at one of their engagements. 
Crossing the Gurgan, we entered the Persian terri
tory; I found myself side by side with the Serdar
i.e., leading man. He spied with his eagle eyes into 
the environs around him, and his appearance alone 
was sufficient to put a travelling company of Persians, 
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consisting of ab(')Ut forty men, to a disgraceful flight. 
No wonder that these fellows became the dread and 
terror, not only of all Persia, into which they pene
tra,ted in small bands from a hundred to a hundred 
and fifty miles into the interior, but also to the rest 
of Central Asia, particularly to Bokhara, Khiva, and 
to the very walls of Maimene. "May you fall into 
the hands of the Turkoman," was the most bitter 
curse; and the saying, "Khouf-i-Turkmen"-i.~., fear 
of the -Turko man, was able to chill the blood even of 
the bravest of Asiatics, with the' exception of the 
Afghans, who frequently had proved an unequal 
match for them. 

Such was the -people vanquished by Skobeleff at 
Geok-Tepe, such the enemy which Russia crushed 
in the north of Persia; and the reader may easily 
imagine how these feats of arms had raised the con
sideration of' Russia in the ~yes of all the Asiatics. 
First of all came admiration of the military stl'ength 
and valour' of the White Padishah on the banks of the 
Neva, who had surpassed in glory and greatness even 
the names of Djenghis, Timur, and Nadir. No less 
deep was the impression of gratitude wrought in the 
feelings of the P~rsians by the Rus'sian success in the 
steppes of the Turkomans. Exposed for centuries to 
the irruptions of these reckless nomads, the peaceful 
and industrious inhabitants of Iran had vainly Ioo~ed 
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for assistance to their king and government; the 
round tower of shelter erected on their ,fields could 
afford but a temporary refuge, and the final, redemp
tion from the inveterate enemy and terrible plague 
came only from the hand of. a Christian ruler, from 
Russia, which now was called the. real redeemer of 
half of Persia. It will remain an ever deplorable fact, 
that England, by wh9se civilising work so very many 
Asiatics have been benefited hitherto, did not try to 
anticipate her, rival in this great work, considering 
that she could ha,e done it more easily and much 
better. As to Persia, rotten to the very core, the 
ministers of the Shah, when asked about their feelings 
Jor the services rendered by the RUssians, impu
dently remarked, " We did not invite the Muscovites 
to deliver us. from- the Turkomans .. nor do we feel, 
particularly grateful to them for having done so." 

The feeling of the people, however, was widely 
difierent. Along the whole route through Khorassan, 
beginning from Shalirud, to Meshed and Samhs, but 
more particularly in the districts adjoining the newly 
acquired Russian territory, namely in Kabushan, 
Budjnurd, and :peregoz, people are now most anxious to 
exhibit their sympathies with the northern conqueror. 
Russian dresses Me becoming the fashion of the day, 
Russian drinks get more and more into favour, every 
man of note strives to learn the Russian language, 

D 
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and there is no exaggeration in saying that Russia 
has already.morally conquered the northern slopes of 
the Rubbet Mountains to such an extent, that the 
physical conquest is only a question of time. 

The next benefit Russia will derive from the sub
jugation of the Akhal-Tekke Turkomans, will be found 
in the strategical as well as commercial position she 
gained through her standing on the southern slopes 
of the Kubbet Mountains, known in antiquity as the 
country of the Parthians. Ex.cepting the embouchures 
of the Gurgan, the eastern shore of the Caspia;t Sea is, 
as far as Kizil-Arvat, nothing but a dreary desert, a 
sterile and an arid country. Cultivation, owing to 
irrigation carried from the mountain, begins only at 
the last-named place. But the more we advance east
ward the richer becomes the soil, the more plentiful 
is the water in th~ irrigating canals, and the more 
varied and luxuriant are the products. In fact, up to 
the beginning, of the thirteenth century, tbis country 
was noted for its fertility and for 'its centres of 
culture. 'In antiquity, the great commercial road 
leading from the interior of Asia to' the west, has 
passed the southern slopes of the .l(ubbet Mountain 
to the Caspian, and in spite of havil?g been laid waste 
by the irruption of the Mongols, the places of Kahka 
and Mehne, Abiverd, and some others, enjoyed a fair 
,amount of reputation up to the end of the seventeenth 
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century. Nothing, therefore, is easier to surmise than 
that Russia, being in the undisputed possession of 
that rich country, will do all in her power to revive 
the bygone period of culture. The country could be 
much more quickly colonised and peopled than any 
of her more recent acquisitions in Turkestan. Russia 
is prompted to hasten the process of colonisation here, 
in order to get a :firm footing on the eastem shore of 
the Caspian ,Sea, on the very spot which is calculated 
to become the second link of connection in her great 
chain of communication, running from the interior 'Of 
Russia over the Black Sea, the Caucasus, ar..d the Cas
pian, to the outskirts' of the Paropami~us. It was in 
full recognition of this important fact tha:a; the Caucasus 
was bridged over by rail from Batoum to Balm, at the 
cost of £9,000,000; and considering the extraordinary 
increase of private and governmental ships on the 
Caspian during the last twenty years, it was but 

. natural that the Russian government did -not shun' 
the expense, but began, simultaneously with the con
quest of Turkomania,_ the construction of the Trans
caspian rail,,:,ay, which until quite recently, starting 
from :Mikhailofsk on the Balkan Bay, stretched 
over 144 miles to Kizil-Arvat, involving a cost of 
£648,000. 

The heavy blow inflicted, Russia's first care was 
to pacify the country, and to show to the Turkomans 

D 2 
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tl111t the Czar was not only able to strike hard, but 
that ·he also possessed "the power to heal the wounds, 
to show mercy, and to become a kind-hearted father 
of his subjects. Skobeleff, tne originator of the mas-. 
"acre, and the dreaded ex.terminator of the Turko
mans, was recalled from the scene of his bloody action 
and replaced by General Rohrberg, a Germano
Uussian officer noted for his administrative faculties, 
and evidently the best man to represent the benignant 
rays of the sun after, the 'frightful storm which had 
swept over the Akhal country. He began by alluring 
the large masses of £~gitives which were.dispersed in 
every direction of the less accessible sands in the 
north of the Karakum, invited them to re-occupy 
their former places, petted and encouraged them 
to go on with their usual work, promising, and 
giving too, all kinds of assistance; they were only 
asked to give up the arms they had concealed, and to 
keep quiet under the new order of things which 
awaited them, The returning Akhal· Tekke Turko
mans presented the most pitiful aspect of dreary 
desolation and bewilderment; the greater portion of 
their property was lost and scattered; more than half 
of their cattle' had peri~hedin the' desert. The hag
gard-looking' and terror-stricken nomads, happy to 
save the last resources of ex.istence, were certainly 
the best material out of which the first nucleus of 
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Russian peaceful subjects in the desert could be 
formed. 

The Government did all in its power to attract the 
sympathies of these poor wretches, but the Muscovite 
soldiery could not be restraiued from pillaging to the 
last these half-nake~ inhabitants of the formerly 
flourishing Akhal country. Carpets, rugs, trinkets, 
jewellery" particularly arms inlaid with gold and sil ver, 
rich harnes~es and saddles, went in loads beyond the 
Caspian and the Caucasus to Russia; and so great was 
the booty carried away from the desert, and sold in 
the various Russian towns, that part. of it even 
reached Hungary, and the writer of these lines had 
an opportunity of buying in Buda-Pesth carpets, em
broideries, andjewellery, the former property of Turko
man women. The merchant who offered these wares 
for sale, a Caucasian, who took part in the war, an 
eye-witness of the Russian depredations, remarked 
boastfully-" Sir, we have paid back to those rascals 
the many hund.J.:ed years' cruelties and robberies; a 
part of them we have sent to hell; and the remaining 
part we have left lulc/d-i-pulc/d (naked and wretched); 
giving them full time and opportunity to ruminate 
over the greatness of the white Czar, who is of quite 
a different cast from the cowardly Kadjar in Tehera.n." 
And indeed the lulc/d.i-pulcht Turkomans submitted 
in the full sense of the word, and had to begin a life 
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tr· ,;vhich certainly they had not been accustomed 
hitheI'to. The evil most sensibly felt was the ex
ceedingly thinned ranks of the mare population, and 
I hear from quite recent travellers that polygamy,· 
hitherto scarcely kno~ amongst Turkomans, has 
become an imperative necessity, and that, in order to 
provide for widows and girls matrimonially inclined, 
one Turkoman has to take frequently from six to 
eight wives, a burden exceeding his means of sub
sistence; poverty being the natural consequence of 
this anomaly. 



CHAPTER IV. 

FROM ASHKABAD TO MERV. 

As to the ,Russians, they chose Ashkabad, a word 
literally meaning the abode of love, for the new centre 
of administration. It became the gathering place of 
the leading officers as well as of the mercantile world, 
following in the track of the invading army. The 
merchants, mostly Caucasians, Mohammedans and 
Christian Armenians, able to converse with the Turko~ 
mans-for the- Turkish spoken by the Turkomans 
differs but slightly from the dialect spoken in the 
Caucasus-were decidedly the best means of communi .. 
cation between the natives and the foreign con
queror. They could penetrate unmolested even to 
the far outlying parts of the Akhal country, for the 
Turkoman, once 'vanquished and since~ely submitting, -
would not touch any of the solitary travellers. These 
merchants enlarged upon the greatness and might of 
the Russians, spoke of the charity of the Czar" and 
bridged over smoothly and quietly the wide gulf 
existing but a short time ago between the., dreaded 
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n us.'; and the Turkoman. As to commercial affairs, 
they were in the beginning unimportant, and most of 
tlln customers camefrom the ranks of the Russian army j 
hllt gradually the Turkomans, too, began to purchase' 
"undry articles, and in particular took very q~ickly to 
the shops of the spirit-vendors, whose trade soon 
became most flourishing. In the course of two years 
six different whisky distilleries were opened in Ash
kabad and the adjacent country; and so rapid was the 
spread of European civilisation ala Russe, that even 
playing-cards, known formerly under the name of 
"the koran of th~ Muscovites," had found their way 
to the tent of the simple Turkoman. 

Of other phases of the new era of civilisation I . 
will not speak: suffice to mention that the Turko
mans very soon delighted in wearing big brass 'medals 
on their breasts and adorning their shoulders with' 
epaulettes,and only the female popula;tion and the 
older people were anxious to retain their ancient 
national character, and avoid any closer intercourse 
with the foreign conqueror. Kismet, i.e.,) fate, or 
properly speaking, an absolute relianoe upon the 
decrees of the Almighty, proved anew its efficacy; 
and all the more natural was this' effect with the 
Turkomans, whose national bard, called Makhdum
Kuli" predicted nearly a hundred years ago the 
events which bad just now come into fulfilment. 
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In a poem entitled U The End of the World," the 
Turkoman poet relates, in his piain but impressive 
language, how ,the towns and countries (of course 
within the sphere of his geographical information) 
will perish, how the various nations will disappear off 
the face of the'earth, and at the end of his poem he 
says: 

" It is the Russ who will engulf the Moslem world, 
Whilst the Rus'! will bE) swallowed by the Anti-Christ." 

: But let us return to Ashkabad. This place, 
made the centre· of the Russian administration, as 
well as of the new cultural' and' commercial move
ment, very soon attracted not on{y those Turkomans 
who were already under the sway of tne Russians, 
but also such members of that community as still 
enjoyed their independence-I, mean to say Turko
mans from l\fe!v, from the Tedjend oasis,. nay, even 
from the Salor and Sarik tribes, who, prompted 
partly by curiosity, partly by trading purposes, re
sorted to this place in order to see the new master 
of the country. I can fully imagine the surprise 
of these Turkomans upon finding themseh?es safe 
in the very midst of the dreaded conquerors; for 
acc?rding to their own notions of the mutual rela
tions between belligerents, the only chance that could 
have awaited a foreigner would have been death or 



4t THE OOJ.fING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA. 

slavery. I say the surprise must have been extraor
dinary; it discarded all fear, nay, turned to a certain 
extent iI;lto sympathy for the Dew cause. 

It was Merv, in particular, that sent a large 
contingent .or'trading and sight*seeing guests to Ash* 
kabad! Merv, the head-quarters of -the yet indepen
dent and larger portion of the Tekke Turkomans; for 
it must be borne in mind that whilst the number 
of the Akhal-Tekke Turkomans is computed to be 
about 150,000 souls, that of the Merv-Tekkes· is 
estimated at 250,000. I spok,e about sight-seers 
from lIerv, but I must add at the same time, that 
the Russians were no less anxious to get. a peep at 
Merv, and to see the "Queen of the World," this 
being the pompous title given to the miserable heap 
of ruins by Oriental writers. In antiquity, or pro
perly speaking during the pre-Mongolian era, Merv 
really was a great centre of culture and trade in this 
Dutlying part of Persia; and old Arab geographers 
speak of hundreds of gates, of hundreds of mosques, 
of thousands of. palaces, baths, of miles of bazaars, of 
spacious caravansaries, etc., for which -!ferv was 
famous. Abstracting the poetical flavour of Oriental 
geographers, we may assume that Merv had really 
been a large town in bygone times; for~ situated on 
the banks of the Murghab river, and richly watered, 
it was the best _halting place for caravans trading 
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between, Bo.khara and Persia. But its splendQur, 
as I said befQre, ,has IQng ,since passed away; the 
army Qf Djenghis turned it into. a. heap Qf ruins; and 
all later effQrts to. rebuild it have prQved ho.peless and 
futile. 

Yet Russia, ~hyays alive to. her interests, very well 
knew what Merv was WQrth. 80Qn after having 
settled at :A.shkabad, she cQveted it, for it .was in 
her line Qf Po.licy, and only to. aVQid the charge 
Qf gIeediness she thQught it ·advisable to. adQpt 
quiet measures and to. feign mQderatiQn. In the 
beginning the rumo.ur was prQpagated that, Merv, 
having been in o.lden times an integral part Qf the 
khanate Qf Khjva, which had been really th~ case, 
this last, stro.ngho.ld Qf the TurkQmans WQuid be handed 
Qver to. the Khan of ~iva; and it was even added 
that the TurkQmans themselves were.IQnging after 
their fQrmer state Qf suzerainty to. the khanate Qn the 
Io.wer CQurse o.f the Oxus. I read this news in a Per
sian paper, and was highly amused at the ingenio.us idea 
the Russians entertained,o.f using the Khan Qf Khiva 
as a catspaw in the' trQuble~o.me affair Qf Merv. 
So.o.n afterwards this rnmQur turned Qut to. be untrue. 
Rohrberg was remQved Qn grQunds which have re
mained. unknQwn to. us, and General Ko.marQff tQf)k 
his place; the latter a genuiile Russian Qf .unadul
terated MusqQvite extra~tiQn, a man certainly fitter 
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ror the task of throwing out the line and hook in the 
dark waters of Turkoman affairs than the aforesaid 
G0rman officer, who, in spite of his long services to 
i he Czar, must have retained too much of European 
liul1C'sty to work successfully in the. Asiati~ gangway 
of plots and intrigues. 

To us, the lookers on from a distance, the rela
tio~s between Ashkabad and Merv were utterly un
known, and we were prepared for a solid resista.nce 
on the part of the 1\Iervia.lls. The Russian authorities 
at Ashkabad, however, had a better insight into that 
matter. They saw the continually increasing number 
of 1\Iervians coming to Ashkabad for shopping, and 
the idea naturally occurred to tbem to persuade these 
people that, if they 'liked, the Russian merchants 
themselves would come to Merv, and bring with them 
the goods they had a hankering after. Whether the 
Turkomans of ]\Ierv agreed to that act of politeness 
we do not decidedly know; but it is a fact that a 
caravan was soon got ready, and started in February, 
1882, for Merv, not, however, before Fazil Beg, an 
Uzbeg of Khiva, Russianised in co~sequence of his 
repeated journeys to Russia, had ~een sent to explore 
the place, and to secure protection 'for the caravan. 

Alikhanoff, known by his family name Avarski, 
which means an Avar, a tribe of the Daghestan, was 
at the head of this caravan. He belonged to that 
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class of: Russian officers who, without forsaking 
their religion, become ,thoroughly Russia'nised, partly 
through the education they get and partly through 
long intercourse with their fellow-officers. .By placing 
an H off," which corresponds with the English" son," 
at the end of their names, they adopt the Russian 
nationality officially; and combining> as they do, a 
sma,ttering of European education with Asiatic as
tuteness, they generally turn out very clever mel?-, 
and have often rendered essential services to the Rus
sian State. Such Russianised Tartars were, amongst 
others, Velikhanoff, the famous traveller in Kashgar, 
the Naziroffs, Tahiroffs, Muratoffs, etc., and such is 
the Russianised Kalmukian DonduJroff Korsakoff, 
who, in spite of parading his French eloquence, had a 
Kalmukian grandfather, Donduk Korsak. 

As to the biography of Alikhanoff, whose fame has . 
recently spread all over the western world, I would 
refer the reader to Charles Marvin's "The Russians at 
the Gates of Herat, " a cleverly written book, fttll of 
information gathe~ed from Russian sources. Suffice it 
to say that Alikhanoff went in the disguise of a 
trader, and, acting as the interpreter and clerk to the 
Russian merchant Kosikh, he succeeded in entering 
Merv, and was, together with his Russian colleagues, 
pretty well received by Makhdum-Kuli Khan, the 
very Turkoman chieftain who led the defence of 
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(jel)k Tepe, and escaping, together with Tekme Serdar, 
has since, by dint of Russian gifts, entirely' 'changed 
his mind by becoming a secret friend of his former 
deadly enemy. A.s to the wares the so-called Rus .. 
"ian traders brought with them, they must have 
heen disposed of in a way not dissimilar to that used 
nearly forty years ago by Conolly on his journey 
across the country of the Yomuts; with this only dif
ference, that whilst .the British officer tried to buy 
his way through plUndering nomads, the Russian 
traders in disguise aimed at, and succeeded, in pur
chasing a place of strategical and commercial imporl
ance, with the sole object of hoodwinking Europe 
and more particularly England. 

After having remained a fortnight in 1ferv, the 
pseudo-merchants returned safely to Ashkabad, taking 
with them the conviction that Merl" would not have to 
be 1?ought with torrents of blood like Geok-Tepe, 
and that it wanted only some, time and patience to 
make the half-ripe apple drop into the lap of the 
Russian Emperor. Among the acquisj.tions made by 
Alikhanoff, belong$ the promise of Makhdum-Kuli. 
Khan to be present at the coronation of the Emperor 
Alexander II. at Moscow, where his presence greatly 
raise~ the splendour of Oriental pageantry, affording 
besides ample opporlunity to the wild nomad to 
relate wonders on .his return. among his countrymen 
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of the p~mp and the greatness of the White Padishah 
on the Neva. The splendour of the festivities he 
.saw dazzled his eyes and I can imagine how his ac
counts, assisted by his Oriental fancy, must have 
roused his listeners to wonder and amazement 

Whilst these incidents were g<:>ing on, General 
Komaroff also stretched- out a feeler towards the 
south~east of the Turkoman country, by sending 
Col. Muratoff from Ashkabad to the Tedjend oasis, 
a distance of about 130 miles, partly in order to 
prepare the march around the north-eastern frontiers 
of Persia, partly, too, to serve as an outpost against 
Merv, ninety miles distant, with tIm view that, 
should the amicable transactions fail, - the Cossacks 
might hq.rry to put an emphasis upon the Russian 
declaration of love. As mat~ers turned out after
wards, this precaution was justified. In the begin
ning of 1884 events in Merv were ripe for the swoop. 
Alikhanoff appeared. accompanied only by ~ few horse
men and the hero of Geok-Tepe, at Merv, and 
read before a public meeting the letter of General 
Komaroff he had brought with !lim. in which the 
people of' Merv were summoned to submit to the 
rule of Russia. On his alluding to his being able to 

I 

emphasise his summons with the Cossacks at the 
Tedjend oasis, the principal Aksakals, or "Grey
beards," instantaneously set their seal to that ominous 
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document. Alikhanoft' turned to Ashkabad, bring
ing with him four chiefs and twenty-four notables, 
who took the oath of allegiance on the' uth of 
February, 1884, in General Komaroff's drawing
room. M. Henri Moser, a Swiss traveller, who 
happened to be present at that time at Ashkabad, 
gave me some interesting details about the hurry an,d 
secrecy with which this act was accomplished. 

The Turkoman elder~, in order to ple:tse their 
new masters, had brought amongst sundry presents 
a few Persian slaves of both sexes, presents in 
exchange for which they got sums of money, robes 
of honour, ,and arms of European construction. As 
to these elders, the comedy of voluntary submission 
was at an end ~ but not as to those other Turkomans 
remaining at Merv, whose allegiance had not yet been 
bought over, and who would have shown strong resist
ance to the so~called "voluntary submission" if they 
had been forewarned and in time prepared for an 
effective resistance. As things stood, the sufficiently 
numerous anti-Russian party was taken as it were by 
surprise; they sU,cceeded only in firing a few shots 
in the form of a protest, and, alt1}ough several thou
sands of them attacked the Russians under the lead of 
Kadjar Khan, they were at once repulsed and routed. 
Kadjar Khan took refuge in, Afghan territory; his 
adheren.ts tacitly submitted; and the Russian army 
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occupied~ on the 16th of March, the Kalai-Khurshid 
Khan, erroneously called in Europe Koshut Khan, in 
one corner of which the Russians have since erected a 
fort called Nikolayeffsk. 

Thus fell Merv, the "Queen of the 'Vorld "-in 
a European prosaic transl~tion, a heap of rums-into 
the hands of Russia. Alikhanofl' was raised to the 
rank of a major; Makhdum-Kuli Khan was re
warded by b~ing appointe(J. as the head of the Ted
jend oasis; Komaroff got the order of the White 
Eaglt', and was made Goy-ernor-General of Trans
caspia. Other participators were likewise disti~

guished, and in order to cap the climax, Dondukoff 
Korsakoff, the Governor-General of the Caucasus, the 
man who denounced ,the Treaty of Berlin as a piece of 
music a la Offenbach. very soon afterwards appeared 
in ~Ierv to proclaim to the" voluntarily submitting " 
Turkoma~s the great joy and satisfaction the White 
Padishah at the Neva had evinced at this spon
taneous act of his beloved Turkoman children . 
. Evidently knowing the gluttonous and greedy cha
racter of these new members of the large Russian 
family, the ex-Kalmuk Dondukoff was also the bearfr 
of a large quantity of brandy, of robes of honour, etc., 
which were distributed amongst the leading Turko
mans. The Court of St. Petersburg even took an 
active part in the so-called H voluntary submission" 

E 
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of the Mervians, for we read in the correspondence of 
a Russian officer, published in the Turkestan Gazette 
of May, 1885, that the Empress sent a richly em
broidered dress, said to be her own needlework, to 
the widow of the late Nurverdi Khan, named Gui
Djemal, i.e., "Beauty of the Rose"t a lady of great 
influence amongst the Mervians, who had no little 
share in that "voluntary submission." 

Summing up what we said in referenc~ to the 
Russian acquisition of Merv, we may well conclude 
with the remark that it was a clever stroke on the 
part of the Cabinet of St. Petersburg to secure this 
outiying post of the Turkoman country, and that for 
the following reasons :-

1. By the annexation of Merv, and by subduing 
the whole Tekke tribe, Russia has maqe nearly the 
whole Tq.rkoman nation her subjects. The Turko
man possessions could. now be rounded off ,into one 
compact body, and no further apprehension. had 
to be entertained concerning the enmity of the 
people. 

2. The situation of Merv, midway 'between Bok. 
hara and Persia~ offered the best ~eans of communi. 
cation be~ween the newly laid down railway on the 
eastern shore of the Caspian Sea, and the trading 
1'oute between the Zerefshan and eastern Persia. 
The' news which ~as reached us lately referring ,to 
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the connection of a railroad from Bokhara to Merv, 
and to Sarakhs, must be looked upon as a natural 
consequence of this central position. It· had been 
from immemorial times a highway between the 
khanates and Persia; and Russia having done away 
with the Turkoman nuisance, is almost sure to drain 
off the whole of the Central . Asian trade to this 
newly-planned channel. 

3. By rendering innocuous any future hostile 
movements of the Tekke-Tui-komans in Merv, Russia 
has removed any obstacle possibly arising on her 
flanks at a time when she might intend to move on 
her main line of communication from Sarakhs to
wards Herat; and by doing so, she has successfully 
imitated all- the Asiatic conquerors who burst forth 
from Central Asia with the open intention to attack 
and conquer India. Just as Alexander the Great 
secured the old Marghiana (Uerv) before entering 
the Afghanistan of to-day, in the same way we find 
the army of Djenghis occupying and destroying 
~erv before it entered Herat. The same thing was 
done by Timur, the Uzbeg Sheibani Khan, and 
Nadir Shah. It. was therefore' quite in accordance 
with the principles of strategy, that Alexander ill. 
possessed himself of Merv to further his ulterior 
plans upon India. Similar to these views of mine 
are the opinions of many other contemporary English 

~'2 
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writC'I'H on that subject, and for the sake of endorse
ment I shall quote the following authorities :-

General Sir Edward Hamley, undoubtedly one 
of the grea~est living authorities on military topics; 
Haid amongst othe~ things, "The one advantage 
of the possession (of Merv) is that the caravan 
route passing Bokhara to Meshed and the interior, 
and that from India by Herat to Central Asia, lie 
through Merv. But that it was once "a centre of 
great prosperity, is proved by the fact that the re
mains of four great cities exist there, the inhabit
ants of the last of which were driven out by the 
semi-barbarians about a century ago. Under Rus
sian rule that prosperity will revive, the lands will 
once more teem with the crops to which nothing 
is wanting but good husbandry, and, when once 
again become populous and fertile, it will form a 
secondary base against the Afghan frontier. In 
the meantime it closes the gap aforesaid, and as soon 
as Russia lays down her frontier line, the whole of 
that vast empire, from the Baltic to the Danube, 
thence along the Black Sea, across the Caucasus to 
the Caspian, along the Persian frontier to lIerv and 
Turkestan, and so on to Siberia, Will lie in a ring 
fence. This is the power which is now. separated 
from ~ frontier which, presumably, we cannot allow 
her to overstep, by a. border land which is a. barrier 
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in no sense, and which I will endeavour briefly to 
describe. " 

Colonel Valentine Baker wtote on his return 
from the Perso-Turkoman frontier in 1873: "Merv, 
with its water communication nearly complete, lies 
only 240 miles from Herat, to which place it is the 
key. There can' be no doubt· that Merv is the 
natural outwork of Herat, with the advantage of 
water supply all the way between the two cities. 
Strategically, the Russian occupation of Merv would 
be, so to say, the formation of a lodgment on the 
gk.cis of Herat. It would place Herat completely at 
her mercy." 

Sir Charles Macgregor wrote in 1875-: "There is 
no d,)ubt in my mind that the real danger lies in our 
permitting the Russians to concentrate unopposed at 
Merv, which is quite within coup de main distance of 
Herat; and it is, in this fact that the value of Merv 
to the Russians lies. Once place Herat beyond the 
possibility of a coup de mail/1t and I cannot imagine 
the astute statesmen of Russia persisting in the occu
pation of an isolated spot in the desert, the mainten-

/ance of which must cost a great deal." 
Finally, we may quote the words of Charles 

Marvin, written in February, 1884: "The cOJil.quest 
of Merv is something more than the annexation .of a 
sand-d~sert oasis. It means the complete junction of 
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the military forces of the Caucasus and Turkestan. 
It means, with the annexation of Akhal, t4e absorp
tion of 100,000 of the best irregular cavalry in the 
world, at a week's march from the city of Herat. It 
means the mee~ing, for the first time, of the Cossack 
and the Afghan. It means the complete enclosure of 
Khiva within the Russian Empire, and the reduction 
of Bokhara from the independent_ position of a border 
state to the dependence of an incorporated pr~)Vince. 
It means the enclosure of more than 200,000 square 
miles of territory, and the addition to ~he Russian 
Empire of a region as large as France. It means the 
completion of the conquest of the Central Asian 
deserts, and the commencement of the annexation of 
the great fertile mountain region of Persia and Af
ghanistan. It means the -deliberate, occupation of a 
strategical point, fraught with political entangle
ments of such a widespread nature that, whether 
Russia: desire- it or not, she will be inevitably led, 
unless forestalled or checked by England, to Meshed, 
to Herat, to BaUth, and to Kabul. And she will not 
remain there. She will continue her swift advance . ' 

until she triumphantly lays down her Cossack border 
alongside the Sepoy line of India." 

I could easuy add other statements by English 
and foreign. authorities on that subject, but I suppose 
I have- succeeded in proving' that Merv, although 
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actually.3 heap of ruins, haunted by reckless robbers 
and lawless bands~ is by no means that worthless 
piece of sand described by optimistic politicians; for 
if the sand be removed there may be found a precioJ).S 
jewel of military and commercial importance beneath 
the arid crust. 



CH~PTER V. 

ENGL\ND'S POLICY IN THE FACE OF RUSSIA~ 

CONQUESTS. 

,y E have followed hitherto the history of RURsian 
conquests from T.ashkend to Merv. "Ve have given 
a succinct account of the varied events, without inter
rupting our relati~n by Dr side glance up?n the atti
tude which the partly mediate, partly immediate, 
neighbours have maintained during the whole course 
of Russian encroachment. "Ve shall now tum to 
this question, and begin by showing the views ex
hibited in England in the face of these emergencies. 
In England, where the liveliest interest ought to 
have prevailed, nevertheless, we are sorry to re
mark that criminal indifference, coupled with utter 
want of courage and lack of due apprecIation of the 
question, have marked the ,whole long process of her 
diplomatic relations with' Russia, as well" as of the 
defensive steps taken in that direction. 

In the beginning, when the black cloud loomed 
up··in the north, there was a sufficient amount of 
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anxiety; nay, even too much of it was shown con· 
cerning the approaching danger of Russian aggres-· 
sion. But, as is usually the case with a. danger of 
long standing, the fire gradually slackened until it 
came quite recently to a final extinction, wrapping 
the vital interests of 'Great Britai.n in that ominous 
darkness in which she is now actually groping. 

When, irr the beginning of the present century, 
Napoleon I. united with Russia, and the plan of 
crippling England. through an attack on India first 
appeared, the Anglo-Indian states~en of that day 
had shown sufficient vigour in grasping the import. 
ance of the situation. The building: of the English 
rule in India rested on a ricketty base, and the danger 
was serious, considering the intentions of the Emperor, 
Paul I., made afterwards public through his auto
graph letters directed to Prince Orloff, the chief of 
the Cossacks (January 12, 1801): .. The English are 
preparing to make an attack with their fleet and 
army against me and my allies, the Swedes and 
Danes. We must attack them ourselves, and that at 
a spot wllere the blow should be felt most and be 
least expected. From Oren~urg to India there is but 
three months' (P) marching, and from us to Orenburg 

• 
one month-total, four mo~ths. I place this expedi-
tion in your hands and those of your troops. This 
enterprise may procure glory for all of you, may 



,~8 THE OQ}~[ING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA. 

obtain wealth 'for us, and open a new outlet for the 
disposal of our merchandise, thus striking at the 
(memy's-heart." And further on :-" We must libe
rate the' natives (subject- to England~; as to the 
soil it must be placed in the same dependence upon 
Russia in which it now is as to England, we must 
take the entire commerce into our hands." . In the 
letter of January 13, 1801, we read :_H I send you a 
new map of India, which enters quite in~o details. 
On your march make sure of Bokhara for Russia, in 
order that the Chinese may not get.hold of it." (W. 
Danewsky, "La Russie et L' Angleterre dans L' Asie 
Centrale." London, 1881 ; p. 25). 

To this kind of schemes, boldly conceived but 
premature for execution, the mission entrusted to 
Sir John Malcolm ~as a due and appropriate an
swer. This highly talented English statesman easily 
succeeded in,frustrating the effect of the French mis
sions under Gardanne and Joubert, for the appearance 
of Malcolm, furnished with rich means by the Indian 
Government, was quite sufficient to baffle th~ efforts 
of French and Russian diplomacy. What Malcolm 
began was valiantly continued by Sir Gore Ouseley, 
and other subsequent British ministers at the Court cf 
Teheran. Persia took nicely to the lesson of European 
civilisation; the Crown Prince of Persia had a p;nii
cular fancy for the English language, and the British 
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officers employed to drill the Persian army in the 
European style had answered beyond all expectation. 
For a time the tide of Persian sympathies for Eng
land ran very high, and naturally became the envy of 
Russia. A quarrel was soon pitched upon, which re
sulted in the Perso-Russian war, the disastrous end 
of which was the treaty of Turkman-chai, by which 
the Caspian Sea wa..~ turned into a Russian lake. and 
Persia was taught the lesson that.English assurances 
in times of anxiety were of no great value in times 
of distress. No wonder, therefore, that the Shah's 
.sympathie~ turned at once towards Russia, and Eng
lish influence from that time began rapidly to go 

. , 
downwards. AP. men in their proper- places are apt 
to work wonders, we must not be astonished that Sir 
Henry Rawlinson succeeded during the time of his 
mission to Persia in restoring the lost pre8tige of 
England in Teheran to its former pla~e. Being, 
however, insufficiently supportell by the Ministry on 
the Thames, his ability came to nought, and he very 
soon returned to Europe. 

Since tha,t time .England's position in Persia has 
always been a secondary one, compared with the 
almighty and ubiquitous influence of Russia. There 
was no lack of gifted and zealous English ambas
sadors; but what use is there in the official zeal o( 
single individuals, if the leading statesmen of the 
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home Government are unable or unwilling to second 
the aspirations of their representatives abroad. Persia 
was said to have become once and for ever unworthy 
of the care bestowed on her, and, by giving up every 
hope of winning her over to "'IV estern civilisation, she 
was left alone, i.e., in the fatal embraces of her 
northern wooer. 

Russia, finding her way unchecked in this part of 
the Asiatic world, very soon set to wor1r to utilise 
the favourable opportunity offered to her, by med
dling with Afghanistan through Persia, as we had 
occasion to allude to in our previous pages. She thus 
became the real cause of the first Anglo-Afghan war; 
for, whatever may have been the reasons of the dis
pute between Dost Mohammed Khan and Lord 
Auckland, the former certainly would not have ven
tured to enter publicly upon hostilities with Great 
Britain, whose power and greatness. he knew so well, 
if Russia, by her secret and public missions, had not 
fomented his hatred and encouraged the otherwise 
cautious ruler of Afghanistan to measure SWOl'as with 
England, During this first Anglo-Afghan war the 
English policy of vigilance ag~inst Russia had 
reached its climax. As I previously remarked, it 
went even beyond the proper limits j for the Russian 
outposts stood at that time very, very far from any 
point that might have been styled the gate of India. 
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But, alas'! it is with States as it IS with individuals 
in the ordinary concerns of lif~. I • Extraordinarily 
vigorous actions are almost inevitably fol).owed by re
action; the excessive English vigilance inaugurated by 
the somewhat rash policy of Lord Auckland gradually 
turned into carelessness and indifference, from the 
time following the conclusion of the disastrous first 
Afghan campaign. The bleaching bones of the Eng
lish soldiers left beyond the Kheiber Pass, the unex
a~pled treachery, cruelty, and savageness of the 
Afghan opponent, seem to have left an indelible 
impression. on the minds of the English.' Add to 
this the accounts of the horrible murder of Stoddart 
and Conolly in Bokhara. and you will understand 
pretty well the detestation and. scorn the English 
manifested of all matters connected with Afghan and 
Central Asia in general. Oh yes! we can under
stand, but not justify this aversion; for, any other 
European' power bette~ qualified to deal with the 
Asiatics than the English are, would certainly have 
avoided the catastrophes connected with this cam
paign, and even' if visited by misfortune, would not 
allow herself to:be scared away altogether. Look at 
Russia. In spite of defeats by the score, she 4id not 
relax in her arduous work in t~e Caucasus until ,the 
most inaccessible gorges of rocks were cleared, and 
her victorious banner was made to float over aU the 
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Caucasus. Similar proofs of her perseverance she 
gave in her fights against the Turkomans, when, three 
times repulsed with severe wounds she again drew 
the sword, and did not give in until the enemy was 
crushed and the Akhal. Tekkes. were lying at her fe-et. 
Of the reasons of thi,s yielding spirit of the English 
we shall speak hereafter: suffice to say here, that the 
epoch of English indifference concerning Russia'~ 

dealings in Central, Asia dates from this period. 
Such is the official tone that prevailed, with slight 
interruptions since that time, in Downing, Street as 
well as on the Hoogly; and if the individual views of 
certain ministers and leading statesmen occasionally 
proved an exception to this rule, the exception and 
the isolated facts proceeding from it are not sufficient 
in themselves to alter the whole line of premeditated 
policy. 

Thus, many persons will find it rather surprising 
that Lord Palmerston could have feigned indifference 
to the Russian conquest of Tashkend, considering 
his views expressed as follows in a letter written 
to Lord Clarendon, July :31, 1851 :.-11 The policy 
and practice of the Russian Government lIas always 
been to push f.orward its encroachments as fast. and 
as far as the apathy or want of firmness of other 
Governments would allow it to. go, but always to 
stop and retire when it was met with decided 
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resista.n~, and then to wait for the next favourable 
opportunity to make another spring on its intended 
victim. In furtherance of this policy, the Russian 
policy has always had two strings to its bow
moderate language and disinterested professions at 
St. Petersburg and at London; ac~ve aggression by 
its agents on the scene of operations. If the aggres
sions succeed locally, the St. Petersburg Government 
adopts them as a fait accotJpli whi<;h it did not 
intend, but cannot in honour recede from. If the 
local agents fail, they are disavowed and recalled, and 
the language previously held is appealed to as a proof 
that the agents have overstepped their inst,ructions. 
This was exemplified in the treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi, 
and in the exploits of Simonitch and Vitkovitch in 
Persia. Orloff succeeded in' extorting the treaty of 
U nkiar-Skelessi from the' Turks, and it was repre
sented as a sudden thought, suggested by the circum
stances of the time and place. and not the result of 
any previous instructions; but, having bee~ done, it 
could not be undone. On the other hand, Simon
itch and Vitkovitch failed in getting possession of 
Herat, in consequence of our vigorous meaaures of 
resistance j and as they ,had failed they were clit<
avowed and recalled, and the language previously 
held at St. Petersburg was appealed to as a proof of 
the sincerity of the disavowal, although no human 
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being with two ideas in his head could for a moment 
doubt that the: had acted under spe<?ific instruc
tions." 

It is, therefore, beyond every doubt that in spite 
of outspoken anti-Russian feelings, and notwith
standing the Crimean war, a costly and quite object. 
less undertaking, the attitude of British statesmen in 
relation to Russian encr9achments in Central Asia has 
had, from the first, that mark of leniency, indecisien, 
and irresolution which has unfortunately prevailed up 
to the present time. Here and there we may have 
noticed an effervescence, a duhious rushing into 

. action ; but very soon ab~ting, and always lame and 
without results in the end. Thus we find that during 
the whole conquest, from Tashkend to Bokhara, 
scarcely a voice was raised against advancing Russia. 
The public mind of England was swayed by her 
humanitarian swindling; and whenever the writer of 
these lines demonstrated the danger which was sure 
to arise out of the Russian advance to India, he was 
mostly pooh-poohed. by the leading organs of both 
parties, nay, e~en rebuked for attempting to check 
the benignant work. of civilisation, and- the great 
blessing which Russia was to bestbw upon barb~rous 
and fanatic Central Asia. 

It was only in 1869, when the outposts 'of the 
Czar had reached the. Oxus, that a considerable 
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amount of uneasiness began to J?revail in the 
optimistic circles of Great Britain. Prince Gort
schakoff having been asked by Lord Clarendon 
about the ulterior plans of Russia, gave fnll assur
ance that his sovereign, the Czar, looked upon Af
ghanistan as completely outside the sphere withiri. 
which Russia might be called upon to exercise her 
influence. For a certain time this restriction of the 
Muscovite sphere was faithfully observed; the Cabinet 
of St. Petersburg abstained from crossing the Oxus, 
in the north of Afghanistan; but four years later, 
nevertheless, she crossed the same river in the north 
of Khiva. After she declared war against the last
-named country, England, alarmed at the magnitude 
of the preparations, again ventured to modestly ask 
what this meant. The answer o~ Russia was to the 
effect that the expedition dispatched against Khiva 
would be but a very little one; it would consist of simply 
four and a half battalions, with the purpose merely 
and solely to punish acts of brigandage, it being 'very 
far from -the intentions of the Czar to take possession 
of Khiva, and that positive orders had been. issued to 
the contrary. This little army consisting of four and 
a half battalions, consisted in reality of 53 companies 
of infantry, 25 sotnias of Cossacks, 54 guns, 6 mor
tars, 2 mitrailleuses, 5 rocket divisions, aud 10,20U 
camels, with a complement of about 14,000 melle 

:t' 
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Tho British statesmen of the day, belieTing obsti
na~ely in the story of four and a half battalions, did 
Dot find the shadow of anything suspicious in Rus
sia's doings, and when the ambassador of the Kbal-l 
uf Khiva appeared at Simla, where he was sent to 
implore the assistance of the British, he was told by 
the then Governor-General, Lord Northbrook, that 
the Queen was exceedingly sorry for the dispute 
which had arisen between the Khan and the Russian 
Czar, and that the best the Khivans cou,ld do was 
to make peace with the Russian Emperor and submit 
to his dictation. 

'V ell, Khiva submitted; Russia got her foot on 
the left bank of the Oxus, and, in spite of all self-de
lusions, the uneasiness of England about RussiaIl; coter
minousness with A.fghanistan grew apace. The inten
tion of safe-guarding the limits of the country inter
vening between England and Russia was in existence, 
but not the adequate will and power to obtain a 
desirable solution. Whilst walking in the avenues 
of Baden-Baden, Lord Clarendon and Prince Gort
schakoff were quite happy to stumble over the new 
idea of a neutral zone to be made out of A.fghanistan, 
a sort of buffer which was sure to' prevent any future 
collisions; for his liajesty, the Czar, gave his sacred, 
promises to fully respect the neutrality of the country 
of the Afghans; and English optimists, asking for 
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nothing' better ~ than a loophole to escape through, 
were quite happy at this arrangement. 

But the Czar is at tJle far distance in the north; 
and his representative at Tashkend happened to have 
such notions of Afghan neutrality as were entirely 
di..fferent from those of his master. Whilst the Eng
lish were enjoying the full beatitude of the peaceful 
arrangement made with their northern rival, this very 
representative of the Czar was indefatigable in send
ing secret missions and correspondences to the Emir 
of Kabul, in which the latter was told of the great 
interest the people of Russia took in his fate, and 
particularly how they pitied him for having become 
the victim of English despotism, treachery, and egot
ism. Of these Russian billets dou:.v but very little has 
transpired in Europe; but their effect was clearly and 
unmistakably visible in the behaviour of the late 
Shir Ali Khan, a prince of to.leI·ably good disposition, 
and certainly far superior to the present ruler of 
Afghanistan, but who, soured by the irresolute policy 
of the Viceroy of India at the time he was strug
gling hard for his throne against various compe
titors, just wanted the above-mentioned secret encou
ragement and this continual goading from Tashkend 
in order to become the declared enemy of Gteat 
Britain, as he afterwards proved. 

We have no space here to dwell at any length 
F 2 
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upon the main causes of the second Afghan war; 
nor shall we enter into the discussion of whether it 
was the short-sightedness of the Conservatives in 
F.ngland, or the rashness of Lord Lytton, which 
precipitated that bloody c.ampaign. But we can
Hot abstain from remarking that Shir Ali was by 
no means the innocent lamb he is represented to 
be by the Liberal politicians of Great Britain. 
Left to his own fate through the principles of 
" masterly inactivity," and getting, through his own 
efforts, upon the musnud of Kabul, the subsidies he 
got in the shape of prese,nts from Calcutta were 
utterly inefficient to make this man a staunch ally 
of England. He was always sulky and always 
hankering after an increase in the subsidies, for he 
was more greedy than the rest of the Afghans; and, 
having been secretly spurred and pu~hed from Tash
kend, it was but quite natura.! that the good under
standing bet~een him and Great Britain should have 
turned 'out a failure, that the meetings at Amballah 
and Simla proved unsuccessful, and that the second 
Afghan war 'Yas an unavoidable consequence of this 
long tension. 

The history of the arrival' of the Russian 
mission under Stolyetoff at Kabul, and the refusal 
of the Emir to receive· the British mission, are 
too fresh in memory to require any reiteration. 
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'rhrough the secret correspondence discovered in the 
citadel of the Afghan capital, we even got a copy of 
the treaty concluded between Shir Ali and General 
Kauffmann, an official document embodying ten stipu
lations, and evidently showing that Russia had for a 
long time. back prepared the groun<:l for her dealings 
with Afghanistan, in spite of the officially-acknow
ledged neutrality of that_ country. Of course, in 
excuse of these secret dealings Russia says she was 
compelled to do so in consequence of the appearance 
of the British fleet before Constantinople during the 
late Turko-Russian war. She now feigns perfect 
innocence; but who in the world would not look 
through these crafty machinations; and become 
convinced by these indubitable .facts of the. un
paralleled treachery brought into action against 
England? 

And, strange to 'say, there still is a class of poli
ticians who do not view matters in this light. The 
war against Afghanistan went on with varied for
tune; the country wa's subdued nearly as far as to 
the Hilmend. Shir Ali Khan died, and was suc
ceeded by his son, Yakoob Khan; and he again had 
just been deposed from his throne and interned in 

• Murree, for hav:ing connived at the treacherous 
murder of Sir Louis Cavagnari and the English 
mISSIon at Kabul, when soon afterwards, in the 
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spring of 1880, the Liberals retur!led to power in 
r~ngland, and soon began to change entirely the line 
of policy pursued by their predecessors. As is pretty 
well known, the main and principal aim of the Con
,..,ervative Ministry in going to war against Afghan
istan, was to secure a scientific frontier in the place 
of the former unscientific, i.e., unsafe, and unreliable 
one. The scientific frontier may be design~ted, if we 
say that it was to have comprised a line of country 
extending from the Kheiber to Quettah, including the 
Kheiber and Mishni passes, as well as other defiles, 
leading from India into Afghanistan, together with the 
Kuram, Sibi, and Pishin, in order to obtain, as Sir 
Henry Rawlinson very justly remarked, a strong, 
friendly, and independent power in the north-west of 
India, without being obliged to accept any crushing 
liabilities in return. By the treaty of Gundamuk, 
this scientific frontier was secured. Kabul, with the 
whole of Afghanistan, reaching to the left bank of 
the Oxus, had to fall back into the hands of the Emir,' 
and the retention or evacuation of Kandahar was the 
only question yet left to be decided. The Liberals 
not only made up their minds very'soon to evacuate 
the last-named' place, but were foolish enough to give 
up the whole scientific frontier, so dearly bought 
by the precious lives of thousands, and at the cost 
of more than £20,000,000 of mOhey. In order to 
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obliterate any trace of the work done by their prede
cessors, they tore up the rails laid down in the 
direction of Pishin, forsook all those Afghans who 
had joined the cause of the Engli~h, and exhibited 
an almost incomprehensible fanatical desire to anni
hilate even the slightest results obtained by the 
second Afghan war. -

As a foreigner I must naturally abstain from 
entering too deeply into the intricacies of English 
party-life; but with all my firm resolution I cannot 
suppress the remark that, if the Liberal politicians of 
Great Britain had adopted ~p to this point the policy 
of "masterly inactivity" against aggressive Russia, 
they have since changed that deVice into one of .. 
"masterly imbecility," for whilst they were evacuating 
Kandahar, against the clear and expressed opinions of 
military and political authorities, such as Lord Napier 
of Magdala, General Roberts, Colonel ~Ialleson, Gene
ral Sir Edward Hamley, Lord Lytton, Sir Richard 
Temple, and a host of others, their Russian friend was 
steadily making his'way across the Turkoman 'countrr 
towards the Paropamisus mountains. Mr. Charles 
Marvin is, therefore, quite right in. illustrating this 
fact in his above quoted book as follows :-" Just 
before tl;le evacuation of Kandahar took place, a 
clever caricature was published in Russia, entitled, 
C England and Russia in Central Asia.' This repre-
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:-;t'lli('(l two feet; one, English shod, stepping off a 
piece of ground marked' Afghanistan,' and another, 
f'llcased in a big Russian boot, advancing closely 
upon it, with the evident intention of administering 
d kick to the retiring party." Of the suicidal policy 
/ If evacuating Kandahar we shall speak hereafter. 
but will only add by th~ way, that the Kandahar 
people themselves were no less averse to the evacu,a
tion than the English public at large. Admitting 
that there have been, and always will be, fanatics in 
Mohammedan communities, it must not be lost sight 
of that a large majority of Kandaharees, and particu
larly the Tadjik and Parsivan portion, are a trading 
and industrious people, who preferred the settled 
rule, order, and justice, introduced by the English, 
to the despotism of rapacious Afghan Serdars; and 
they not only regretted the departure of the British, 
but I remember having' read a kasideh (poem) in 
praise of their new rulers, and bewailing their having 
been left by ,them. 



CHAPTER VI. 

RUSSIA'S DESIGNS UPON HERAl'. 

HAVING succeeded in undoing entirely the work Of 
their predecessors, the party in power in England 
since 1880 have been afforded ample opportunity to 
be~e convinced of the gross mistakes into which 
they had rushed. But, alas! blindness, a great mis
fortune with single individuals, is certainly far more 
disastrous in the case of a large body, and, particu
larly if that large body is entrusted with the conduct of 
the affairs of a powerful State such as Great Britain. 

Whilst publicly clinging, wit~ rare obstinacy 
worthy of a better cause, to the soundness of their 
views, they seemed to have been secretly very often 
roused from their slumber~ of delusive security. As 
the Russian columns proceeded along the Kubbet 
moUntains, in the north of Persia, the le~g statesmen 
in London were more than once seized by feelings 
of restles~ness. Interpellations, couched in polite 
and considerate language, were sent to St. Peters
burg, where particular care was taken not to offend 
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the dear friends on the Thames. Such polite but 
meaningless answers were vouchsafed at the time 
when Russia rectified her frontier on the Gurgan 
\, ith Persia. Of a similar tenor was the excuse sent,' 
after ~he Russian victory at Geok-Tepe; and who 
does not remember the glorious tidings Sir Charles 
Dilke brought to the House of Commons, announcing 
that the Czar, in order to allay the apprehensions of 
the British, had recalled General Skobelefl' from the 
scene of his heroic exploits, and that henceforward not a 
single step would be made towards the east, for it was 
solely and exclusively the intention of the Czar to 
chastise the reckless Turkoman robbers, and to put an 
end to that horrible man-"stealing occupation of these 
lawless tribes. Humanitarian England exulted with 
joy thereat, and those who ventured to view things 
in a different light were stigmatised as reckless bar
barians. A. short pause set in; but with the insatiable 
carth-hunger of Russia, who, as we related, very soon 
stretched out a feeler towards Merv, the party could, 
unfortunately, but a very short. time enjoy their rest. 

At the Russian plea that the last· named place 
had voluntarily submitted, even t~~ staunchest be
lievers ·in Muscovite promises bega~ to shake their 
heads. Merv was the last straw which broke the 
back of the British ministerial camel, and poor Sir, 
Edward ~hornton in St. Petersburg had the -worst 



RT:SSIA'S DESIGNS UPON HERAT. 75 

of it, for he had to keep up an incessant running from 
the Czar to Giers and from Giers to the Czar. At 
one moment he got a despatch from London to ask 
for an explanation concerning the seizure of Merv. 
The Czar gives a decided denial to the statement, 
yowing that he never had the slightest intention of 
taking ~[erv, and that he will neyer take it. Sir 
Edward telegraphs home the reassuring answer of 
his Russian Majesty; but, on hearing a statement to 
the contrary from London, he has to inq nire again, 
and now he learns how displeased and angry his 
Russian Majesty was with his generals on the 
frontier, who always act in disobedience to his orders, 
causing so many, many worries to him. The poor 
Czar is really the most troubled man in the world; 
but, as a good-natured. ruler, he ultimately giYes in, 
and not only retains the object of vexation, but 
bestows eyen honours upon those who have trespassed 
upon his forbearance. This has been the history 
and process of many Russian annexations in Asia; it 
would have proved equally efficacious with Merv, had' 
it not been for the fact that this was the last drop 
which filled to overflowing the cup of Russian lies and 
breaches of faith. This fact startled even the 'most 
optimistic politicians on the Thames. The flood of 
English diplomatic despatches. to St. Petersburg 
went on swelling, the machinery in Downing Street 
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was worked at a high steam pressure, and, strange to 
:-;ay, the anxiously loo~ed for explanation had not yet 
arrived when Liberal England awoke to another. 
~'Irprise-namely,.the seizure of Sarakhs, of a place 
\V hich lies beyond the so-called Turkoman country, 
nnd could have nothing to do with the civilising 
measures taken against the Turkomans. 

I call this new Russian move a surprise; although, 
from the Ycry beginning, it must have been patent to 
everybody .that, having succeeded in annexing the 
country north of Persia, she would glide down also 
on the eastern frontier of the same country; this all 
the more as the tract intervening between .Afghan
istan and Persia is deservedly called "No man's 
land," and, in fact, could not have been designated 
as the property of anybody for the last two hundred 
years, since when the Turkomans, becoming masters 
of the Tedjend and ~furghab oases, have used this 
intervening track as ft highway for their robberies 
into the interior of Persia. Of this fact Rl.lssia was 
fully aware, even at the outset of her conquering 
trIps against the TurkQmans; for att~ntive readers of 
Russia's doings in this quarter of the world will' 
remember the elaborate report General Petrusevitch 
made, when Governor of Krasnovodsk, in which 
he earnes~ly advised his Government to thrust a 
wedge between Persia and Afghanistan, through the 
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occupation of this "no man's land;" an advice the 
adoption of which soon followed after the conquest of 
Me!v, a place ridiculed by a certain class of English 
statesmen' as a collection of a few mud huts, and 
certainly an unworthy object to make the British 
public nervous about. . 

..As the country intervening between Herat and 
Persia had remained hitherto almost a terra inco!/nita, 
we shall try to give to the reader, as briefly as 
possible, a description of it. In glancing at this 
portion of the map of Asia, the reader will dis
cover two rivers which run in an almost parallel 
direction from the east towards the south, and then 
suddenly turning towards the north, disappear in 
the sands of the Karakum. One is the Murghab, 
which rises in the north slope of the Sefid-Kuh 
~Iountains, traverses the 'mountainous -district oc
cupied oy the Hezares, and enters beyond Maruchak 
the plain bordering on the Turkoman country, after 
having united with the Khushk beyond Penjdeh at 
a place called .Pul-i-Khishti, i.e., brick bridge, or as 
the Turkomans call it, Dash-Kopri, i.e., stone bridge. 
The other river, the Heri-Rud, i.e., Heri r~ver, rises 
232 miles east of Rerat, flows in a westerly directioll, 
passing the places of Shekivan, Rusenek, Shebesb,' and 
Tirpul, and turning near Kuhsan, goes in an almost 
northerly direction along the eastern border of Persia, 
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passing Sarakhs to the so-called Tedjend oasis, where 
it loses itself in the sands. 

Now the country between these two rivers, inter
'4f'cted by other minor rivulets, such as the Kash, the 
Egri-Goek, the Gurlan-Su, the Khombou-Su (afRuents 
of the Murghab) forms the so-called debatable ground 
between the Mghans and the Uussians, and is really 
worth the dispute it gives rise to, considering its 
fame for fertility and the varied productions it is 
capable of bringing forth. In the southern portion we 
find the Borkhut Mountain, a prolongation of the 
Sefid-Kuh, increasing in height as it approaches the 
Persian frontier, and forming the principal branch by 
which the Paropamisus is united with the Elburz. 
Farther up, about thirty-six degrees north, we dis
cover the much lower chain, called by Lessar the 
Elbirin-Kir, rataer a succession of hills stretching 
to Pul-i-Khatun, whilst the mountainous district 
through which the Khushk and its tributaries flow, 
the so-called outskirts of the Paropamisus, are not of 
a much higher elevation, affording, therefore, full 
facilities for agricultural purposes-in.fact, the whole 
district may be called arable up to Noruzabad and 
Sarakhs, where the desert begins. " 

The climate is very dissimilar in the various 
portions of the country; it may be called an agree· 
able one on the whole, excepting for the strong winds, 
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which generally blow from the north towards the 
south, and which gave rise to the whole district 
being named in ancient times Badkhyz-i.e., the 
place where the wind gets up. The vegetation can, 
therefore, be called not only a rich, but even a luxu
riant one. Along the banks both of the Heri-Rud 
and the Murghab (says Lessar in' The Scottish Geo
graphical AIa!lazine of May, 1885), "great quantities 
of poplars. mulberry trees, willows, and bushes of 
various kinds occur, so dense that in many places it is 
not only impossible to approach the river on horse~ 
back, but even to make one's way on foot. Fodder 
for horses is everywhere in abundance, and of good 
quality. The trees growing there reach no incon
siderable dimensions. In the' district 
between the rivers, on the sandy clayey .soil, mulberry 
trees occur only near the springs, and pistachio·trees 
are scattered on all the hill-slopes, for the most part 
singly, with considerable intervals between." 

I can add to what Lessar says, that grain is found 
growing richly, if the husbandman be undisturbed 
by Turkoman ~oads, in 'the whole country as far 
as to the north of the Elbirin-Kir, whilst 'in the 
country to the east-namely, on the banks of the 
Khushk and the Murghab-the profuse irrigatlon 
affords ample opportunity for all kind of cultiva
tion, and grain. rice, a great variety of fruit, 
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thrive with small care. As to the mineral wealth 
of the country, the chief production of the plains 
is salt, taken from the lakes, which constitutes the . 
chief export for the Turkoman population; the 
quality of the salt is excellent. Other kinds of 
mineral wealth may be found in the hills, and 
only await utilisation. If I remember well, I 
even heard of the existence of coal from one of 
the Hezares in the north of Herat; but, at all 
events, English geologists travelling just now in 
that country, will, I am sure, furnish us the best 
information on the subject. In conclusion, I must 
remark as to towns, villages, etc., ~hat all the high
sounding names which have of late come to the notice 
of newspaper-readers, either consist of a collection 
of a few wretched huts, or mark the ruins of towns 
which existed in bygone ages; for, owing to the 
constant dangers arising from Turkoma,n !nroads, 
the whole country is desolate and deserted, and 
there is only the memory of the past which en
livens the fancy of the traveller. Starting from 
the Bundehesb-that curious repository of ancient 
Aryan legends, up £0 the l~e;rsian written his
torical records, teaching to the seventeenth century 
-,ve read in books describing this part of Central 
Asia, of the marvels of fertility for which the country 
on the bonks of the ~furghab and Heri-Rud was 
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noted .. But, as I said before, t}le wanton desolation 
by wars, the tyrannical despotism of the native rulers, 
and, above all, the depredations inflicted by reckless 
Turkoman robbers, have deprived the country of its 
splendour. and have made it naked and bare like the 
desert in the north. 

It is therefore -quite superfluous to remark that 
Russia had a sharp eye when she directed her steps to
""ards this country. and when she began to use it as a 
wedge between Persia and Afghanistan; a wedge 
through which she will be able tq extend, without 
any difficulty. her line of conquest towards Herat. 
In former times, want of geographical information 
induced us to believe that these - out-runners of 
the Paropamisus lIountain form an i!llpassable 
barrier to the traveller coming from the west, 
although nothing like this has occurred to the 
student of Oriental history in reading of the marches 
made by various armies; from Merv and from Persia, 
towards Herat. Quite recently that imaginary 
barrier has utterly disappeared. We know that 
the highest pass does not reach beyond 900 feet, 
and the traveller could drive With great ease a calesh, 
four-in-hand, from Sarakhs to Herat. The passe~ 
leading across the Borkhut Mountain, as well as 
across the Elbirin-Kir, are very numerous, and present 
no difficulty to the invader. 

G 
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It was during the time that Russia was preparing 
for the march into this' above-described II no man's 
land," the evident sign of which preparation became 
visible in the seizure, of Sarakhs, that the interchange 
of diplomatic notes between the Cabinets of London 
and St. Petersburg went on uninterruptedly. Whe
ther the Liberal statesmen were .incensed against 
their so-called dear friend, for having over and over 
again violated his given promises, it would be diffi. 
cult to decide; for there are, even now, statesmen in 
Great Britain who could swear to the undoubted 
honesty of Russia. But the fact is that, even while 
aaknowledging the legality of Russia's advances, 
there were, even amongst the inveterafe optimists, 
men enough who put to themselves the question, 
" quousque?" and who, entertained in the idea of 
exacting from Russia an ultimate limit. of her exten
sion, hoped to guaran~ee thus against all eventual 
collision. Russia, polite as she usually is, conceded 
at once the de~ire of ~er friends on the Thames, and 
it was settled that a Frontier Delimitating Commission 
should be appointed from both sides, in order to fix 
the boundaries between Afghanistan a.nd Russia, 
from Sarakhs to Khodja-Salih, 'on" ihe Oxus, and by 
laying out the variously colpured frontier marks, 
011 the long line, running beyond 800 miles; the 
goodly optimistic politicians e~pected to disarm 
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Russia at once, and to make hostilities disappear for 
ever. 

. Of course the opportunity was hurriedly grasped 
by the English, the lrontier Delimitating Commission 
was appointed,' and Sir Peter Lumsden, a member of 
the India Council, and an officer o~ thirty~seven years' 
standing, was put at the head of it. Sir Peter 
Lumsden, who took part in the engagements of the 
English in China, in various parts of India and the 
adjacent countries, and who had acted besides as a 
member of the special Military Commission to 
Afghanistan in 1857-58, was decidedly the proper 
man in the right place, fully qualified for his task 
by multifarious experiences in bOl'der affairs, by 
sound judgment, and by his' ~traightforward and 
honest British character. A second commissioner 
was appointed in the person of Colonel Patrick 
Stewart, equally capable and honest, and particularly 
conspicuous for his pluck and patriotic zeal. This 
was' the man who, in the disguise of an Armenian 
horse-dealer, entered in 1880 the Turkoman fron
tier, and kept up ,his incognito so cleverly that Mr. 
O'Donovan, the cQrresponde~t of the IJaily New8, and 
the famous explorer of Merv, who met the colonel on 
the frontier of Persia, could not discover in hi~ his 
countryman, although living with him in the same 
place for three weeks. Colonel Stewart having been 

G 2 
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employed after his journey as a political agent in 
Khaf, a Persian town in the west of Hera t, and 
possessing the best information on the debatable 
eountry, was, therefore a good acquisition for th'e 
~aid Commission. Another officel' was Lieut.
Colonel J. West Ridgway, Foreign Under Secretary 
to the Government of India. He was entrusted with , 

the lead of the Indian section of the Delimitating 
Commission, and his march from N ushkhi, across the 
desert, to the Hilmend, proves him a sagacious and 
circumspect officer. I must mention, besides, Major 
.Napier, an officer famous for his instructive report 
on, the northern frontiers of Persia, and Mr. Condie 
Stephen, second secretary to the legation at Teheran, 
whom I had occasion personally to meet, and whose 
versatility in the R'Q.ssian and Persian languages, 
really surprised me. I ought to say, too, a few 
words about the native Indian and Afghan mem
bers of the' commission, but we cannot dwell on 
such details at any length. Suffice it that the whole 
commission, having to be protected against unex
pected attacks on the Turkoman frontier, was fur
nishe,d with an escort composed.o,£ 200 cavalry of 
the lIth Bengal Lancers, but known as Probyn's 
Horse, and of 250 infantry, the entire commission 
making .altogether 35 Europeans, and 1,300 natives. 
Starting froni different points, the Indian section, 
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under Ridgway, reached Herat on the 17th of No
T"ember. after haVing traversed over 167 miles from 
Quettah to Kuhsan; whilst the smaller portion, 
consisting of Sir Peter Lumsden and the leading 
officers of his staff, arrived on the 19th of- November, 
after a journey of 1,000 miles f~om Resht, on the 
Caspian, through Khorassan, and met their country
men at Kuhsan. 

The English Delimitating Commission, on arriving 
on the spot, was no p.ttle surprised at finding no trace 
of their Russian colleagues-;tamely, of General 
Zelenoy, the Russian Commissioner-in-Chief, to whom 
were subordinated; Major Alikhanoff,. M. Lessar, and 
other Russian officers familiar with the frontier. 
Instead of their colleagues, they found, however, at 
Pul-i-Khatun, forty miles south of Sarakhs, a Russian 
picket of Cossacks gazing at the English comers, as if 
to ask of them, .. What haT"e you got to look for in 
Russian territory P" Now we can readily imagine 
that this first rebuff was sufficient ·to convince Sir 
Peter Lumsden of the utter futility of the task before _ 
him, and that the English gentlemeil haa rather a bad 
foretaste of the work entrusted to them. It must be 
borne in mind that it was upon the Sarakhs Kh~dja
Salih line that the frontier rectification was to take 
pla~e. For we read in ·the Blue Book (" Centr3J. Asia, 
No. I," 1884), that lL de Giers, with a yiew to 
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preventing disturbances on the borders of Afghanistan, 
considered it to be of great importance that the boun
dary of that country from Khodja-Salih to the Persian 
frontier, in the neighbourhood of Sarakhs, should be 
formally and definitely laid down, and that he had 
instructed Prince Lobanoff to endeavour to induce Iter 
:Majesty's Government to agree to the adoption of 
measures for that purpose. If such were Russian 
measures in 1882, we may well ask w~at were the 
reasons of that sudden change, and why was the 
frontier line pushed down southwards forty miles to 
Pul~i-Khatun, a.nd subsequently another forty miles 
southward to the Zulfikar Pass on the Heri-Rud ? , The 
answer will be very easily found if we consider that, 
during the last two years, the English having entered 
upon the venturesome undertaking in Egypt, and 
having become thoroughly immersed in troubles in the 
Soudan, were deemed by the politicians on the Neva 
as really incapable of resistance, and easily to be 
tampered with according to Russia's heart's desire. 
It is certainly one of the worst trickS that has 
ever been played by diplomacy, when we consider that 
Russia, availing herself of the embarrassID;ents of the 
Liberal Government on the Thames, was unconscion
able enough to pitch into th~t very Mr. Gladstone 
who was the author and upholder of. Russian sym
pathies in England, who swore by the ,.incerity of the 
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Czar, and who was fated now to bitterly expiate 
his Russian proclivities. Of course sentimentality, 
unknown in politics, had never a home in St. Peters
burg. and Russia, disregarding all previous promises 
relating to the frontier points, thought proper to annex 
as much as she could, and by using the device of 
Prince Bismarck, namely, "Reati p08sidentes," to fix 
a line wherever favourable circumst;tnces afforded the 
best opportunity. 

Apart from this move to the south, on the ban\s 
of the Heri-Rud, Russia had begun simultaneously to 
push on towards that portion of the Murghab river 
which was the indisputable possession of the Afghans, 
namely, to Penjdeh, in order to secure a firm footing 
in the cultivable regions of the Paropamisus out
skirts, after having crossed the desert from .Merv to 
the last-named place. The plan as to this portion 'of 
Afghanistan had already become ripe in 1884, for, 
after the successful termination of the comedy of 
voluntary submission at Merv, vague rumours were 
spread about concerning an equally voluntary submis
sion of' the Sarik Turkomans living in and around 
Penjdeh, and, in fact, certain elders of the said. tribes 
presented themselves at Ashkabad, and, . after having 
obtained presents from General Komaroff, deposited 
their oaths of fidelity to the Czar, without the slightest 
right, llOwever, of representing their own nation, as 
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we afterwards learned. To Russia this farce was ~ur
ficient to make her come forward with claims upon 
Penjdeh. Major Alikhanoff, entrusted with the 
occupation of Penjdeh, tried several times to get 
possession of the place, and having found there in 
June, 1884, a strong Afghan garrison, and seeing that 
the Sarik had not the slightest notion of the so-called 
voluntary submission to the Czar, for they. were ready 
to attack the Cossacks in company with the Afgham~, 
he saw himself compelled to retire upon lIerv, with
out giving up, however, the hope of a future succe~s· 
ful annexation. 

Sir Peter Lumsden, together with the members or 
the Delimitating Commission, on seeing how totally 
different the state of things on tlIe F-pot was frum 
what he had reason to expect in London, and findin; 
how difficult it was to carry out the instructions given 
to him by the Liberal ministry, at once entered upon 
a lively exchange of despatches with his superiors, 
and pointed out that there must be something wrong 
about the whole question of frontier rectification. 
'Ve, the distant lookers-on, felt from the beginning a 
distrust of the whole concern. The writer of these 
lines was one of the first WM ridiculed the whole 
affair of future delimitation, in a paper published ih 
the National Review of November, 1884. He styled 
the whole thing one of the most ridiculous farces 
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ever played in politics, and concluded the above
mentioned paper by saying: "For whilst public 
opinion i1;l England is lulled by these palliatives into 
the torpor of .security, Russia has the finest oppor
tunity, backed by this illusory frontier-line, to prepare 
herself in silence for that leap which will de~ her 
death-blow to Great Britain, great and powerful as 
she still is at this moment." A few weeks later, the 
same writer, feeling his patience exhausted at the 
designedly dilatory steps of Russia, drew the attention 
of the British public, in a letter addressed to the 
editor of The Times, ~o the ignominious forbearance 
shown by the British Cabinet in permitting the 
Commission to be kept waiting for months, camped 
beneath the inclement sky of the Paropamisan winter, 
and explained that he discovered an intentional insult 
in the fact of the British Lion being made to ante
chamber at the Russian Bear's. 

This letter had the desired effect upon the English 
public. The great majority of the English preRs 
joined in reproaching the Government for its unjustifi
able and undignified forbearance. Questions were 
repeatedly put in the House of Commons, the diplo
matic correspondence between London and St. Peters
berg grew quicker and more excited, assuming a tone 
of asperity, and it was then only that the question 
began to show itself in its true and genuine shape, 
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betraying, at the .same time, the serious importance of 
the claims put forwa.rd by Russia. First of all we 
got to hear that the cabinet of St. Petersburg had 
made up its mind to form a strictly ethnical, and not 
a geographical frontier, being the very cabinet which, 
eleven years before, had said in the famous circular of 
Prince Gortschakoff in 18G4, that she had a strong 
belief in "le8 conditions f/eof/rapltiques et politiquell qui 
sont fixes et permanentes.'· This wa~, at all events, a 
very strange obliviousness in the matter of princip1es ; 
an obliviousness quite suited, however, to the actual 
purposes in view; for, whilst on the banks of the 
Yaxartes the frontier line between Tashkend fully 

I 

justified the adoption of a geographical method, the 
circumstances on the Murghab were of quite a different 
nature, and necessitated the adoption of the ethnical 
method instead. for the simple reason that Russia, 
anxious to get at the cultivable region of Mghanistan, 
had to put forward her claim upon the Sarik popu
lation. It was announced in the usual high-sounding .. 
phrases, that in order to tranquillise the whole Turko-
man country, it had become unavoidably ,necessary 
that not a single member of that family should be 
left out, for should the Sarik in the east, and the 

. Salor in the south, remain independent, or under 
Afghan rule. their predatory habits would cause dis
turbance, and llighly aggravate" nay, render impossible 
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a settled rule in Merv, and in the Tedjend oasis. 
What very strang~ logicians these Russians are! Ten 
years ago, when reducing the Yomut tribe, they did not 
entertain the slightest scruple at leaving a large portion 
of that people under the Persian sway, and, satisfied 
with the geographical frontier of the Gurgan, the idea 
of an ethnical frontier did not so much as enter their 
minds. But, good gracious! times and circumstances 
change. Now, the ethnical frontier had come to the 
fore, and seemed to thE:m the orily sound basis for an 
arrangement. At all events a ludicroUi idea, for 
whilst the geographical f!"Ontier is steady and im
movable, the ethnical one, based upon the roving 
habits of nomadic and plundering Turkomans, is of a 
pre-eminently shifting character, but exactly suit
ing Russia, who was also bent upon shifting the 
limits of her possessions towards .Afghanistan, and 
endeavouring to' get as ne~r as p,ossible to the roads 
which would bring her the more· quickly to the Gate 
of India. 

Nearly four months now' elapsed, 'spent in con
tin~al discussion, carried on partly' between the two 
Cabinets, partly between the press of the countries. 
What the . contents o~ these despatches may have been, 
we, uninitiated mortals, have no right to inquire into; 
but with reference to the enunciations of the press, 
we have seen that the queRtion mainly tu;rned On the 
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legal aspect of the Russian or Afghan claim to the 
debatable country, the former being very naturally 
backed by Russian papers, and the latter, with the 
exception of one Russianised paper, by the press of 
Great Britain. 'Ve really wonder at English statesmen 
and English journalis~s, that in 8pi~e of .their ample 
experience of Russian mendacity and unexampled 
arrogance, they took the trouble to discus~ the legal 
view of the 'question, knowing very well that, in the 
ultimate end, the Russian' .principle of II might is 
right," wail sure to carry the point. The arguments 
advanced by Russia in reference to Penjdeh, rested 
mainly upon the assumption that the Afghans had 
but quite recently taken possession of Penjdeh, 
inhabited by the Sarik Turkomans, and that this 
place had always been looked upon as an intet,'1'al 
part of the Turkoman country. Now this is, to use 
the mildest expression, the most insolent lie ever 
inyented, for not only.does the geographical position 
of Penjdeh speak against such an assumption, but 
also all the ayailable historical records laid down 'in 
the works, of Oriental writers. In the Tarikhi Djihan 
Kusha, composed by Djm'eini. in the second half of 
the thirteenth century, we read of the Badghis al1 

belonging to Herat, and handed' over, afterwards, to 
the Chihar Aimaks. Later on we meet with state
ments to the same effect made by the historian of 
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Timur, as wen as in the reports of the historiographers 
of the last Timurides. Last and not least, we may 
mention that the name of Penjdeh is strictly 
Persian, meaning five villages; the name is the last 
Persian nomenclature in this directio~, for farther to 
the north, the topography in the desert is entirely .. 
and exclusively of Turkish origin. As to the Afghan 
claim, justified by the historical record of the recent 
past, we may quote a passage of a letter p,ublished in 
the Times of India, June' 2, by the special corres
pondent of that paper with the Boundary Com
mission, in the contents of which we shall only correct 
the orthography of the proper" names, 'not easily 
manageable by a non-orientalist authority: 

"It is probably through some subtle quibbling 
o,er the Herat and Kabul kingdoms, and cunning 
argument as to the period and enent of Afghan domi
nation in Herat, that the Russians have come to con
vince themselves, and persuade many others, that 
Penjdeh is not, and has" not been, in possession of 
the Afghans and a portion of Afghan te~tory. We 
~a,e a map of the Afghan, or rather, Herat kingdom 
in the time of tar :Mohammed, prepared by Todd. 
This map both shows Penjdeh and Pul-i-Khatun to 
have been in possession of Herat at that period. The 
Russian officials on this side of Turkestan must have 
seen the watch-towers up to Pul-i-Khatun.. These 
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raid observatories were built by Wazeer Amecr Kildy 
Khan in the time of Shah Zeman-say, some sixty 
years ago. Since the death of N a.dir Shah, the 
district of Penjdeh and Badghis has unquestionably 
belonged to the Afghans, whether power gravitated 
towards Herat, or Kabul, or KandalHlr. About sixty 
years ago Penjdeh was inhabited by Djemshidis and 
Huzaras. When these sections of the Aimak family 
left, the Ersari Turkoman came and paid tribute to 
the Mghan Government. After the Ersari a few 
Salor Turkomans arrived and settled. At this period 
a Naib of the Afghan Government always resided 
in Penjdeh. On the departure of the Djemshidis 
and Huzaras from Penjdeh, the Afghan Government 
appear to have recovered the revenue of the district 
through the Huzar41 chief of Rila N au. The modem 
history of the district is embodied in the relations 
between the Sanks and Afghans. Some eight and 
twenty years ago the Sarik moved down from 1Ierv, 
and pressed out the weaker elements attracted around 
Penjdeh. The Saril having moved down to Penj
deh, and seized the fertile banks of the Khushk and 
Murghab, near their united waters, the Ersari departed 
to the Oxus eastwards, where they prospered, and are 
still prospering, and only a few hundred families of 
the Salor remained at Pul-i-Khishti and Kila Nau. 
Th~ Ersari in physique are considered by many to Le 
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superior to either Tekke or Sarik; they are fairer and 
taller men than the other Turkomans we have seen. 
A very clear record of the tevenue relations between 
the settlers at Penjdeh and the Mghan Government 
exists. The obligation of ack.nowledging their fealty 
in the payment of revenue, appears never to have 
been avoided. Zu!.:at in cattle and corn has always 
been ,paid. The amount of revenue from Penjdeh 
must have fluctuated with the influence and stability 
of the Government at Kabul or Herat; but at all 
times zulcat appears to have been ackn~wledged. The 
succession of Afghan Governors at Penjdeh estab
lishes the chain of connection: it is scarcely necessary 
to refer to those Governors, whose period of office was 
not memorable for any remarkable works, nor con
nected with any memc;>rable events. As long a time 
ago as sixty years a Djemshidi represented the Af
ghan Government at Penjdeh-Dervish Khan was 
then Governor." To ~Ierv Penjdeh never did belong" 
it always formed the last station of the district of 
Herat, and the' Russian claim is, therefore, from every 
point of view unfounded and unjust. 

As to the Russian claims to the country south of 
Sarakhs, they' are the easier refuted, and proved a 
wanton encroachment, if we consider that the Heri. 
Rud was, from immemorial times, the very frontier
line between Persia and Herat, and that even at snch 
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periods, when the kings of Iran possessed theruscl Vt'S 

of the last-named town, the lIeri-Rud was looked 
upon as the border of the Rerat district, whilst the 
left bank was accounted to belong to the district of 
l\1eshed. And what should we say of the ethnical 
rights of Russia, considering that tIie ~arik Turko
mans "be10nge.d, in the fifteenth century already, to 
Herat, and are called e\'en by the Tartar historian, 
Abulghazi Khan, Herat Turlcmeni, in contra-distinc
tion to the 1\Ierv Turkmeni. And why should not 
we point to the utter want of consistency shown by 
Russia in asking the Sariks and their country as all 

integral porHon of the Turkoman world, whereas 
she did not claim the Yomuts, on the left bank of th(' 
Gurgan, and the Salors living in Zorabad, on Persiau 
territory? Indeed, it would be wasting time if w(' 

were to dilate any longer upon the shallow and 
insolent pretensions of Russia, and we must repeatt.J.ly 
express our astonishment that English statesmen took 
the trouble to seriously combat the claims put forward 
in St. Petersburg. 

Russia being perfectly clear, in her own mind, 
upon what she was bent, did not spare any pains to 
impress upon the Liberal cabinet the justness of her 
assertions, and in order to achieve this, she despatched 
1\[. Lessar to London, as an assistant to 11. de Staal; . . 
the same 1\I. Lessar who had explored the country 
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around Rerat, and had been the chief coadjutor III 

planning the mi~chievous policy against England. 
Now against M. de Staal, in company with M. Lessar, 
poor Lord Kimberley and Lord Granville were 
certainly an unequal match; but, nevertheless, the 
consultations went on, and in order to ensure the 
result of these consultations, an arrange~ent or an 
agreement was entered into, that the Russians and 
Afghans should maintain their positions in the 
debatable country during that time, or at least so long 
as the deliberations in London had not come to an 
end. Russia pledged her words on the condition that 
no untoward event should occur; and, as the occur
rence of such untoward eveI},ts rested in her own 
hands, she was clever and mischievous enough to 
bring on the famous catastrophe of the 30th of 
March, in which, as is pretty well-known, nearly 700 
Afghans were slaughtered in cold blood on the banks 
of the Khushk:. This incident, which forms even 
now, as I am writing, the subject of discussion 
between the two Governments, was, as Sir Peter 
Lumsden is reported to have said to The Time8 corres
pondent at Vienna, an unprovoked and ~tterly unjus
tifiable aggression on the part of General Komarofl~ 
an act premeditated a long time ago, and committed 
in direct violation of all international law ; an asser
tion which is tolerably justified by the fact that the 

H 
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result of this untoward eyent was reaped by Russia. 
inasmucb as she took possession of the much·coycted 
Penjdeh and holds it even now. 

We need not be astoni\Obed at the extraordinary 
sensation, mixed with bitter feelings of animosity 
against Russia, the bloody affair on the Khu~hk 
has produced in England. Not only Conserrative, 
but also Liberal politicians, unanimous in their 
condemnation of Russian treachery, were loudJy 
crying for war. All England was ablaze; only the 
Liberal :Ministry kept cool, and, in their indefatigablt> 
zeal to discover the real cause of that mischief, 
they happily found out that the ~r uscovite lambs were 
again innocent, that they were pressed upon to fight 
against t~e Afghans; nay, they went eyen farther, 
and, immolating the good name of their own country. 
man, they were not ashamed to come forward with 
the assertion that it was the harshness of Sir Peter 
Lumsden and his parly which had hastened the ill
fated event. 

This escape, the greatest blot which has ever 
stained the character of British statesmen. having 
been found, the negotiations went on again un
interruptedly, and are going on even now as I write 
these lines, for no definite information is extant about 
the frontier regulations between Russia and Mghan
ista.n, and all that has oozed out hitherto consists of 
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the fact that Russia is to remain in possession of 
Penjdeh, in spite of all the geographical, historical, 
and ethnical arguments speaking against her, and 
that only her position on the Heri-Rud still remains 
open to discussion. Referring to this part of the 
question, we hear that the Czar has been kind enough 
to give up the Zulfikar Pass, that he is ready to fix 
the most southerly point of his frontier in the north 
of the last-named place, and that this frontier line is 
now to run from the Heri-Rud, skirting the Elbirin
Kir in the south, and including the Er-Oilan salt 
lakes; it will cross the 1t:Iurghab south of Penjdeh, 
and thence to the Oxus. The details of this de
limitation, being hitherto unknown, and requiring a 
good deal of time until they Will be finally settled, 
we may now well .consider the results which Russia 
has obtained jn this protracted contest"by stating at 
once that the unheard of 8hort-8ightedne88 of Briti8h 

8tate8me71: has handed over to her the very !ceys with 
zoRich she can now open, at Iter leisure, the gate oj India; 

for 8he is in jull pos.'Jession oj all the ways which can 
bring her to Hera! in a comparativelj; 8hort time and 
~cithollt any dijjlcult!/10hatever. 

H 2 



CHAPT ER VII. 

D1PORTANCE OF llERAT. 

IN full accordance with our opinion are also the 
VIews exprclSsed, quite recently, by competent 
military authorities of Great Britain. Among~t 

others we shall quote the following portion extracted 
from a paper published in The Times, (~Iay 20, H~Sj), 
under the title" Our Strategical Position in Asia with 
regard to Russia," from the pen of a writer whose 
modesty in remaining anonymous, is only equalled 
by the rare ability with which he handles his subject. 

" But it is unnecessary to dilate on the importance 
of Herat and the danger to us of its fa1ling into hos-, 
tile hands. On that importance and danger, all mili· 
fary experts. with few exceptions, are unanimous and 
positive. Indeed, the measure of its value is afforded 
by the eager desire of Russia to obtain it. ,\Vitb the 
frontier line conceded to her, she not only bas the 
town itself within her grasp, but even without it she 
is practically the master of the ,,:h~le of the vast 
resources of the district; and it is the district, rather 
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than the mere fortress, which it is her object to seize, 
and which will be valuable to her. Even, however, 
if she contents herself for the moment with a line, the 
extremities of which, as regards the Badghis, are 
points a few miles to the north of Maruchak and 
Zulficar, she will still possess a large district, part of 
which is already cultivated, most of the remainder 
being capable of being shortly rendered very'pro
ductive. She will possess a substantial slice of the 
place d' a8sembtee which she covets, and can in the 
course of a fortnight seize the wh~le of the re-
mainder; for we may assume that in the course of 
the next twelve months the railway from the Caspian 
will be completed as far as the 1\lurghab, if not up to 
the Oxus. Then she will be in a position to reinforce 
the troops occupying the line Zulficar-Penjdeh by 
troops from the Caucasus at the rate of a, division a 
week. It is idle' to t.alk about leaving to the 
Afghans this or that pass i~ the Borkhut or Paro
pamisus ranges, if the Russians possess all the roads 
which lead to them. The passes are numerous, but 
most of them are. easy to force, and probably there 
are numerous by-paths by which they could be 
turned~ The' so-called impassable ranges are not 
impassable at all, and can be crossed, according to 
Lessar, at a height of.900 feet above the plain.' A 
few distances will enable the reader to appreciate the 
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position. From Sarakhs, via the Valley of the Heri
Rud to Herat is 202 miles; froin Zulficar to lIerat, 
about 142 miles by the same road; from Zulficar to 
Kuhsall is 86 miles; from Kuhsan to Berat is G2 
miles; from Sarakhs to Penjdeh,. 100 miles; from 
Zulficar to Penjdeh, 90 miles; from Akrobat to 
Herat, 80 miles; from Penjdeh and from Baia 
Murghab about 140 miles; from Penjdch to 
Maruchak, 28 miles; from Maruchak to Bala 
lrurghab, 28 miles. Thus it will be seen that at the 
rate of twelve miles a day-a low average, considering 
the shortness of the whole distance and that the 
Russians are good marchers-a Russian division 
could reach Herat in twelve da!J8/rom Penjdelt,jrom 

Alcro/;at in seven da!Ja, and from Zu1jicar ill- eight da!Js. 

Sir Edward Hamley estimates the time required at 
fourteen days from Penjdeh, and from Zulflcar at 
ten or eleven days. I have reason to believe that 
the distances are not accurately stated in either maps 
or itineraries; but it is safe to assert that a. Russian 
division of all arms could, by forced marches, reach 
Herat from the nearest point of what will probably 
be the new Russian frontier in eight days, and that 
cavalry and Cossack batteries could do so in four days. 
When the railway shall have been completed to 
Sarakhs, the distance by marching from thence will 
be three weeks at the most." 
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Having spoken in our previoUs remarks, at some 
length, on the district of Herat, we shall now turn 
our attention to the town itself, and try to prove the 
truth of the old saying that Herat really is the gate 
of India, an object in view which I hope to attain by 
publishing here the largest portion of my own paper 
bearing on the subject, which I read before the 
"Society of Arts" in London on the 1st of May, 
18S5, where I was glad to see a distinguished 
audience, including leading statesmen and minis
ters :-

" To speak to-day about Herat, in the face of the 
numerous and important literary ~anifestations 

called forth by the keen interest felt in the subject, 
is, to say the least of it, an ';lndertaking as hazardous 
as a visit to that city would have proyed a few years 
ago. I cannot, therefore, offer you much that is 
novel; and if, nevertheless, I come before you with a 
lecture on Herat, I do so actuated by the hope of 
being able to find, after all, a thing or two in my 
experience, derived from personal observation, which 
may claim" your interest under the present circum
stances. In Herat I passed six weeks, and sad 
weeks they were. 'Vithout money or sympathy, and 
without any hope of speedy relief, I spent many, 
many hours in my cell in the dilapidated.earavansary, , 
pondering on the importance of that city and its past 
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and future. Since that time I have been frequently 
taken back by my theoretical studies to the same 
spot. On my return to Europe I found that the 
English politicians of that day were strongly inclined 
towards optimism, and disposed to dispute with me 
about the importance of Herat, and I consequently 
published', in ISo!), an essay entitled (Herat, and the 
Central-Asiatic Question,' in which I stoutly main
tained the claim of Herat to tlle title of the I Gate 
of India.' Sixteen years have passed since. The 
importance of Herat continued to be looked on a3 an 
empty phrase for some time afterwards, until at last, 
in our own day~, the conviction lJas forced itself 
upon all mankind that Alexander the Great, who 
founded that city in 327 B.C., was not so bad a poli
tician after all; and that the subsequent conquerors 
of I!ldia were only obeying the logic of facts in con· 
sidering the possession of that place as a sine (p/{I non 
of their success in the' south. 

"Herat is in truth, for a variety of reasons, a 
place of unusual importance, and amongst them are 
the agricultural, commercial, ethnic, and strategic 
advantages possessed by it, which I shall proceed to 
point out. Whilst I was still in ~he desert with my 
companions, to the north of the Paropamisns ::Uoun
tains, they were never tired of repeating to me:
• Have but patience ! We are nearing the blessed 
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land; we are going to Herat. There the bread is 
whiter than the moon, the water sweeter than sugar. 
You can get there a pot of cream for a farthing, the 
roast lamb there is deliciously savoury, and the most 
exquisite varieties of fruit can be got for a mere 
trifle.' I arrived in Herat during the autumn, just 
after the city had passed through a siege of three 
years. The entire .place was a sho~king heap of 
ruins, the environs had been despoiled of all the 
trees, and yet for all that, when I ventured into the 
more secluded "alleys, and saw and tasted of the 
rich variety of the products to be found there, I could 
not help marvelling at the wonderful pJ:oductiveness 
of the soil. I discovered that the statements of the 
geographers of antiquity were by no means exagger
ated, and that the glowing accounts of my fellow
travellers were strictly true. The soil of Herat is of 
incredible fertility, and, with the exception of the 
cultivated oasis in the territory of Zerefshan, there is 
not another spot in the whole of the Asiatic world, 
bet,w~n Siberia and India, which could vie for pro
ductiveness "ith those valleys of the Paropamisus. 
The wheat ripens in June, and ranks in quality with 
the so-called Jerusalem wheat of Khiva. The grapes 
are much more palatable than the celebrated kinds 
coming from Bokhara, and superior even to· the 
Tchaush grapes from the environs of Smyrna. The 
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pears and apples are better than those 80 highly prized 
in Asia, known as Nathenzians, and the mutton 
much more savoury than that of Shiraz and Rara
man, which is saying a great deal. The inhabitants 
of Herat have good wool in abundance for the textiles 
required for. their raiment, wood for their buildings, 
and a great variety of minerals which are only awaiting 
development. They not only have enough for them
selves, but they are also supplying the surrounding 
country. Thus has the rice of Herat always been 
one of the chief articles of food of the Turkomans of 
MCfV, and the Hezares in the east; whilst the 
fabrics of Herat, such as carpets, furs, and different 
varieties of leather, were being exported by them far 
and wide. I must make here particular mention of 
the fact, that not only in my time, and during this 
and the preceding century has Herat been a ruin, 
but ever since the decline of the Timurides, Berat 
became the bone of contention among the Persians, 
Afghans, U zbegs, Turkomans, and Hezares. Peace 
but rarely dwelt in its precincts, and yet a few years 

" of rest would usually suffice to heal the wounds 
inflicted upon it. and to restore this fertile oasis to its 
former splendour. 

"Herat possesses, in fact. the main requisites for 
a flourishing agriculture. The climate is temperate, 
and the hottest days are followed by cool evenings 
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and refreshing dews. Of water, that most essential 
element, the~e is abundance. TOhere are, first of all, 
the two principal rivers, the Murghab and the Heri
Rud, both of which run in a north-western direction 
towards the Turkoman steppe, and absorb in their 
onward course a considerable number of. smaller 
streams and rivulets. - The Tinghilab and the Keshef
rnd empty into the Heri-Rud, which flows along the 
Persian frontier; the Kolari and the Khushk empty 
into the Murghab, the latter river having for its 
tributaries the Magor and the Kizil~Bulak, besides 
many brooks. Such a great abundance of water, 
within a territory relatively small, cannot be met 
with _anywhere in Central Asia, Persia, Turkey, and 
Arabia, and anyone, familiar with the important part 
assigned tQ water by the Asiatic, will not be sur
prised at all to learn that Herat has always been 
deemed a jewel, the possession of which has "been 
coveted by every conqueror, and, as experience 
teaches, continues to be coveted to this day. And, 
~deed, to this very wealth of Her at we must look for 
an explanation of the fact that the conquerors, for 
the time being, have succeeded in maintaining their 
ascendancy only so long as they were able to impress 
the governors appointed by them with a sense of their 
power. For, no sooner had the central power re
laxed, when the governors were enabled to extract, 
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from the ample revenues of the provinCt', sufficient 
means to conquer their independence. This has been 
the case at all times; and, referring only to the most 
recent past, I will mention that neither Teheran, nor 
Ispahan, nor Kabul, were able to maintain the sover
eign rights of the crown in IIerat for any lE-Dgth of 
time. In this way was Shah Kamram, Yar 'Mo· 
hammed Khan, enabled to successfully resist, during 
the years following 1840, the Darekzis; and after 
1860 a similar success was vouchsafed to the efforts 
made in that direction by the then ruler, Sultan 
Ahmed. Nay, we had the self-same experience. at 
quite a recent date, in the case of Ayoob Kllan; and 
it very nearly came to pass that Khuddus Khan 
him~elf, the appointee of the present Emir of 
Afghanistan, seized the reins of government. and 
made Herat independent of Kabul. 

"The fact that Herat has, at all times"defied the 
sovereign rights of its rulers, must not be ascribed to 
its being remote from the centre of power, but to the 
wealth of its soil, which not only sufficed to amply 
~eet the expenses of the administration,. but fur
nished, besides, means for adventurous enterprises. 

"I shall not attempt to state the income of 1Ierat 
in figures, for in the entire absence of statistical data 
to that effect, any such statement would be only 
illusory; but, on the strength of my personal observa-
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tions, I feel justi~ed in assllring those who are pre
sent that, under a European administration, Herat 
might develop into a veritable gold mine, meeting 
not only the expenses of a costly administration, but 
admitting of the most generous investments in the 
future. Especially now that the great curse of the 
land, the so-called Khouf-i-Turkmen-that is, the 
dread of the Turkomans-has been removed, and the 
ravaging flood of the marauding incu~ioDs from the 
north has been dammed up by the position of Russia, 
a state of things may be brought about in that, dis
trict such as has never been witnessed or experienced 
there before. The Dadghis, more particularly, which 
has been so well described by the masterly pen of Sir 
Henry Rawlinson in the April number of the" Nine
teenth Century," 1885, has now a chance of flourishing 
anew, and rendering Herat, in good truth, the 
granary of Central Asia. The fields, which were 
lying fallow until now, will be resplendent with luxu
riant vegetation; and I do not exaggerate in asserting 
that Herat may become a source of revenue ten 
times as large as it has hitherto been. 

" You will, therefore, perceive, gentlemen, the im
portance of Herat from an economic point of view. I 
shall now address myself to its ethnical conditions, 
and may remark, in particular, in this connection, 
that the various populations collected and settled here, 
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in the course of history, furnish the best means for 
the conqueror to gain a foothold there, and to found 
his rule on the firmest basis imaginable. Whilst, on 
the one hand, the compact mass of Turkeydom is 
found in the north of the Paropamisus, extending 
far beyond the right bank of the Oxus, the bulk of 
Afghan elements in the south, and the unalloyed 
Irandom is predominating in the west, Herat is 
inhabited, on the other hand, by ethnical fragments, 
whose separate interests, national and religious, render 
a home government impossible, to the same extent 
that they increase and support the chances of a 
forejgn rule. The aboriginal population is, as is well 
known, Iranian, and has always been distinguished 
for its di~position to culture, its peaceableness, its 
repugnance against military service, and thorough 
devotion to the Government of the land. To this 
race belong the Sunnite and Shiite Persians of IIerat, 
the Parsivans, proper~y Pars Zeban. meaning Persian
speaking, to the south, as far as Sebzeyar and Ferrah, 
people who are physically classed as .East Iranians, 
and whose wit and civilisation have always struck me 
as much as those of the modem man of Ispahan or 
Shirar. From amongst them have arisen the great 
~ds of l\Iosle!D learning in the fifteenth and six
teenth centuries, for the long list of Herat celebrities, 
glorified by Baber in his memoirs, belongs for _the 
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most part to that race. They have ~ways formed the 
cream of society, but in war and politics they were 
ever the hindmost, and willing to accept, without 
:reluctance, any foreign rule that happened to prevail. 
for the time being. The rest of the population is 
comprehended under the common appellation of the 
Tchihar-Aimak, that is. four tribes, a politico-ethnical 
expression, dating from the time of the Timurides, 
and by which those entirely strange elements were 
designated, who ~ad been assisting the hosts of the 
Timurides, in their wars against their western and 
southern neighbours. Regarding the number of these 
Tchihar-Aimaks, I could glean but little that was 
positive, nor am I disposed to have much faith in the 
reliability of the statements made in that direction 
by the latest informant, the correspondent of The 
rimes with the Mghan Frontier Commission. The 
Jemshidis on the Khushk and along the Mur
ghab river, are said to have numbered, two centuries 
ago, as many as sixty thousand families, and ar~ now 
reduced to not quite six: thousand families. The 
Firuzkuhis, . their neighbours to the east. having 
Kalei-Nau (New Fort) for their centre, number eleven 
thousand families. Both are of unmixed Iranian 
origin, and belong to that fraction of their race, 
which in re~ote antiquity already had settled in .the 
mountains, along the border of the Iranian element, 
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as a sentinel post, for which reason they obtained the 
collective name of Galtcha. a name which is now 
applied to the Persian mountaineers in the neigh~our. 
hood of Samarkand. Even fewer particulars art! 
known about the Teimenis. who are living in the 
south, and are, for the most part. farmers and trallei'
men; and about the Timuris we know no more than 
that they are occupying the border regions between 
Persia and Herat, and are tributaries. llOW of one, now 
of the other. The number of the entire population 
of Herat may be computed to exceed one million-a 
million of a race physically and mentally fltrong. 
divided, as I said before, amongst themsdn~s by 
antagonistic interests, noted for their common 
hate and detestation of the Afghans as well as the 
Persians, and whose loftiest ideal has always been the 
independence of Herat. This ideal. however, Berat 
has been able to grasp until now but rarely, and that 
only for a very short space of time; but the course o~ 
historical. events is undergoing a great change in 
Asia. Herat is standing on the threshold of an 
extraordinary metamorphosis, and whichever of the 
two European rivals may chance to get possession of 
it, he will be sure to avail himself of the favourable 
circumstances to obtain a firm hold there, and will 
find an essential support in the above-mentioned 
Tchihar-Airnaks. "fhe }-'iruzkuhis, Jemsllidis, and 
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Timuris, reared. as they are in warfare, may be trans
formed, at but a small expense, into an excellent 
militja, and trained into becoming a reliable barrier 
agairist Afghanistan and Persia, in the defence of the 
borders of the country, whilst, at the same time, under 
the protection of a stable Government the Parsivans 
and Tadjiks may develop into becoming powerful 
agencies of commerce and indUstry. 

" The situation of Her at is, in fact, such an one that, 
in its commercial and strategic importance, it is sur
passed ~y but few cities in .Asia. The commerce of 
India, Sogdia, and China reached the west in ancient 
times by passing through Herat, along the north of 
Persia, and through the Caucasus, and continued to 
follow that route until the incursion of the Mongols, 
and to some extent even up to a later time. Even 
during our own century-nay, until quite recently
Herat has been the emporium for tea and indigo, on 
the one hand, and American and English wares, such 
as cotton fabrics, cloth, trinkets, etc., on the other 
hand. I myself ha,:e witnessed the unpacking of, 
and trading in, the various articles at the numerous 
caravansaries, and so extensive had the trade between 
the north and south become, ~hat the villagers in the 
near ·vicinity of Herat earned, for the most part, their 
livelihood by the business of transportat~on. At the 
time I was there, there were in Kerrukb alone eig~t 

I 
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wealthy Kervanbashis, who managed with their 
numel'OU~ camels the transportation between Meshed. 
Bokhara, and Kandahar. The merchant from LoLani 
and Kabul most likely conveyed his 0\"11 caravans to 
Herat, but the merchants of Bokhara and ~reshed 
were compelled to employ the Herat forwarders; and 
that Rerat had always served as a channel of com
munication between the north, south. and west, iH 
proved by the description given by the historians of 
the past of the splendour of its bazaars, of which, it 
is true, there now remain but miserable ruins. 

"Nature and man have co-operated in establishing 
the importance of this place. You are well aware of 
the fact, gentlemen. that all the conquerors of India 
of bygone days have passed through Herat, have 
marshalled their armies there, and allowed them to 
rest at Herat in order to prep~re them for the change 
of temperature in the southern latitudes. To this 
very day, this traditional highway to India is pre
ferred to the route over the Hindoo Koosh and 
Kabul, not only by armies and caravans, but by 
solitary travellers, such as the pilgrims to :Mecca. 
The pilgrim allows three months for his journey from 
Herat to Karachi-a. long stretch of road, frequently 
deficient in water; and yet he prefers it to the moun
tain road running more to the east, a road which, of 
all the conquerors of India, was attempted only by 
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Baber and his courageous companions in arms. I 
wish to call your attention to the additional circum.
stance that almost every conqueror of India, advan
cing from the north to the south, had secured the 
possession of. 1.Ierv, and of the oasis on the lower 
course of the Murghab, before he proceeded to attack 
Berat. Timur did not invest the city on the Beri
Rud until he had reduced the Turkomans about 
Merv, and placed them under his banners. The same 
thing was done by Sheibani, the prince of the Uz
begs, in ,the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
when he first took Merv, and subsequently Herat. 
Nadir Shah, too, has proceeded in the same manner; 
and it is quite remarkable that Russia, which is also 
advancing from the north to the south, is pursuing 
the identical policy, planting her banner <?n, the ruins 
of Merv, after having subjected the three Turkestan 
khanates and reduced the Turkomans; an~, in order 
to be quite consistent in acting up to the example set 
by a Timur and a Sheibani, she now approaches the 
frontiers of Berat, with the view, as may be imagined, 
of obtaining possession of the city on the Heri-Rud, 
and getting. into her hands the important central 
point which is indispensable to the further pursuit 
of her ulterior plans. 

" But as this event has been instrumental in bring
ing . about the recent conflict between England and 

I 2 
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Russia, and I am fully determined Dot to discus~ 
politics in this hall, I shall" abstain from ~pcaking 
here about Russian claims to Penjdeh, and the in
tended frontier line from the Zulfikar Pa.'l8 over 
Akrobat, extending south of Penjdeh. I 811a11 in
stead advert to the fact that, as far as historical 
memory goes back, the district of Badghis has always 
formed a component part of the province of JJ ernt, 
and was not, at any time, presumed to be a part 
of either l.ferv, lIeshed, or Nishapur respectively. 
Even during the period of the splendour of IIerat, 
under Hharukh l.Iirza and Hussein l.Iirza, Badghi. .. 
had a governor of its own, entirely independent of 
1.1er" and lIeshed; and the same was the case under 
the Sevfides, who, as is known, followed the '1'imur~ 
ides and the U zbegs in their rule. The conditions 
of such a frontier lie in the nature of things, for 
there, where the Badghis ceases, begin the "and 
regions of the Turkoman steppe. Nature herself has 
drawn here the precise line of demarcation, and 
Penjdeh, as well as .Akrobat, b~ing situated within 
the lines of the cultivated soil of the north.western 
offshoots of the Paropamisus, they belong to Dadghis, 
and are part of the district of Hernt-such parts as 
are, so to say, the keys of the routes along which the 
main highway can be reached without any trouble. 
The acquisition of Herat is only a question of time-
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and that of a very short time-with the Power that 
happens to get hold of the said. points, for, consider
ing the' disfavour with which the Tchihar-Aimaks 
anp. the Hezares are viewing the Afghan regime, it 
will be an easy matter for a well-regulated European 
Power to conciliate the sympathy of these popula
tions, and, sustained by their goodwill, to obtain 
possession of Herat," 



CHAPTER VIII. 

RUSSIA'S CIIAXCES OF CONQUERING nERA'r. 

HAVING demonstrated the importance of Herat as a 
starting-point for armies, caravans-nay, for single 
travellers, on a march towards Inaia, I may now 
proceed to sketch briefly the chances Russia enjoys 
for her future schemes upon that town, supposing, as 
I do, that nobody expects her remaining in Penjdeh 
or in ~ul-i-Khatun, and that these two points will 
form but the last station of her adyance towards the 
south. 

But, nrst of all, we must point to the facilities 
Russia will acquire through her immediate neigh
bourhood with the Tchihar-Aimaks, tribes living 
under the unsettled rule of the Afghans, and who, 
even with the most peaceful dispositions, can hardly 
avoid becoming causes of frontier troubles and 
sundry dissensions. The Russ:h'Uls, located at Penj
deh, and taking particular care of their Sarik 
subjects, 'will very soon find fault either with the 
J emshidis on the KhushIr. or with the Hezares and 
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Firuzkuhis, on the Upper Murghab. Of the lurking 
hostiliti€'s between the Afghans and Russians, with 
whom the catastrophe of the 30th of :March will 
always remain fresh in memory, I will not speak 
at all, being almost sure that the variance subsist
ing between these two new neighbours can hardly 
disappear without at fresh act of revenge. Add to 
this the boundless ambition of the Russian officers 
at the frontier: their insatiable lust for decora
tions and promotions, and above all, the long
ago settled line of policy to take Herat, whatever 
may be the assurances of the Czar to the contrary; 
and we may be fully convinced that the dormant 
desire for the possession of that city will not remain 
long unfulfilled. 

It has been made lately the subject of special 
speculation of English political writers that the 
Court of St. Petersburg, in order to disguise its 
real line of policy, means either to hand over that 
town to the Persians, or by using Ayoob Khan, the 
most formidable rival of Abdurrahman ;Khan, as a 
puppet in his place, will reserve this protefJP of hers 
for her future schemes. I believe none of these sup
positions to be well-founded; for, admit#ng that 
Ayoob Khan's imprisonment in Teheran be only a 
respectful detention, and that he is very likely to be 
let loose on the outbreak of serious complications, I 
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still finhly believe that Russia will never trust any 
allies or puppets, but that she will take the place 
into her own hands, will fortify it, and, by connecting 
it with the railway running from Sarakhs along the 
Heri-Rud, will succeed in making of the ancient 
capital of Khorassan the commercial cdntre and 
place d' a 'I'm ea this town has at all times been, and 
is capable of being in the future. In fact, wllut 
Tifiis has become to the Caucasus, Herat will become 
to eastern Khorassan; and, I may add, in a com
paratively shorter time, and with much greater 
facilities, for there are no trouLlesome warlike 
ethnical elements to be conquered and to be kept 
down; such as were the Circassians, Tchetchcntt.ians, 
Lezghians, etc. In Herat no Sheikh Shamil can 
come forward to unfurl the banner of holy war, 
and to wage a protracted struggle against Hussia. 

It has been generally overlooked that, with tho 
possession of Herat, Russia will get an undisputed 
sway over the whole country stretching in the north 
towards the Oxus; I mean not only over lIaimene 
and Andkhoi, but also over Kunduz, Aktche, Serpul, 
and Shiburgan-nay, over the whole of Afghan 
Turkestan, where the entire structure of Afghan 
power rests upon rotten foundations, and may be 
at any moment overthroWn. I do not allude to the 
dubious condit~on of fidelity and allegiance of Ishak 
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Khan, the Governor of Balkh, the dear cousin of the 
present ruler of Kabul, who behaves like a semi. 
indepenaent prince, and has looked for a long time 
with longi~g eyes towards Tashkend; but I allude 
to the ethnical and political condition of this country 
on the left bank of the Oxus, such an one as greatly 
favours Russian intentions in a district which lias been 
constantly undermin'ed during "the last years. As to 
the political claims, we have had many opportunities 
of seeing how Russian newspaper-writers, travellers
nay, statesmen and military authorities, were zealous 
to vindicate the right of the Emir of Bokhara to these 
countries, a right which is historically well found~d; 
for beginning with the appearance of the Turk on 
the scene of events up to recent times, the small 
aforesaid khanates, including An,dkhoi and Maimene, 
have. been really governed from the banks of the 
Zerefshan, and have been regarded as dependencies 
of the khanate of Bokhara. Concerning the ethnical 
conditions, we must point out that the preponderating 
majority of the inhabitants are Turks. The Ersari 
Turkomans, mixed with other clan$ of the same 
nationality, are living on the left banks of the 
Oxus, from Tchardjui, beyond Kodja-Salih, whilst 
the Achmayli in Serpul, the Ming and Daz in 
lIaimene, the Kungrat in Aktche, the Kiptchaks 
in the environs of Balkh, the Kangli in Khulm, 
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and a mixture of Afshars and Kara. Turkomans In 

Andkhoi, may be said to amount to an aVt'rage 
number of oI\e million. 

Now, these Turks have ever been the most bit. 
ter enemies of the Afghans. in whom they found 
not only a national aversion, but also the most 
reckless tyranny, for the rapacious and plundering 
propensities of the Mghan officials are able to 
alienate the sympathies and good.will of the most 
patient of subjects. 'Vhilst living amongst these 
Turks I had plenty of opportunity to convince 
myself of the wretched condition the people were 
living in; the meaning of the proverb, Ililmi Uzbf'!J 

Zulmi AW!Jlzan-i.e, U zheg mildness and Afghan 
tyranny-became clear to me; and I was not in 
the least astonished when Colonel Grodekoff, travel. 
ling years later in those districts, made similar re
marks, and heard similar complaints of the Turks 
groaning under the Afghan yoke. Of· course, 
merciful Russia did not neglect to impart to these 
poor victims the idea of humanity and blessing ,vith 
which the rule of the White Padishah is connected. 
All the Russian travellers in that part have 
strengthened them in that belief; and Russia, once in 
possession of Herat, is almost sure to avail herself 
of the sympathies thus artificially produced. 

Last, but not least, we may mention the com· 
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mercial advantages to Russia, which may prove a very 
solid bond in fastening the newly acquired Herat to' 
the bulk of her possessions in Asia. Attenti,e travel
lers may have noticed, for nearly two decades back, 
the slowly but steadily advancing tide of Russian im
ports from the southern shore of the Caspian sea~ 

through Mazendran and Khorassan. The begin
ning was made by the trading company Kavkaz-i
Merknr, richly subsidised by the Government, the 
agents of which were spreading all over eastern 
Persia; and whilst I was travelling in the country the 
bazaars of Shahrud, Nishapur, Meshed, and even of 
Herat were glutted with Russian wares. Quite 
recently sugar, chintzes, iron ware, arms, trinkets, etc., 
almost exclusively of Russian make, are to be met with 
along the whole line ; and if we consider the extraor
dinary facility of communication produced, partly by 
the railway laid down in Transcaspia, partly by the 
opening of the road between Bokhara, Merv, and 
Sarakhs, we may well anticipate the unnsual develop
ment which the Russian trade, coming in two different 
channels, will and must take in the north of 
Afghimistan and Persia, and that any effort of the 
English to outrival the competition will be vain and 
hopeless. 



CHAPTEU I.X. 

I-:~GLISII MEANS OF D}:n:~cr. 

Now that the worst has befallen, and England. :tppar
entIy, is compelled to become resigned to her fate, 
the question forces itself upon us whether Uussia 
shall be allo\ved to go on as hitherto, encouraged by 
the ominous acquiescence and criminal indifference of 
English statesmen, in her llStml way of aggression, 
or whether an entire change of Dritish policy in 
Central Asia has not become an imperative neceslSity ? 
I suppose that every sober-minded- and patriotic 
Englishman will agree with me when 1 say that, con
sidering the imminent danger lurking in every move
ment springing from indecision and an effete policy, 
the statesmen of Great Dritain must make up their 
minds to look coming events boldly in the face. 
They can recede no more-not even a single step; and 
asserting ·the fearlessness common to the English 
character, they must declare to Russia: So far you 
have come, but further you shall not come; the time 
for subterfuges and empty diplomatising is gone by, 



ENGLISH MEANS OF DEFENOE. 125 

and every future move towards the south will be 
looked upon as a declaration of war against England, 
and ,,'ill be opposed with all the available power 
of Great Britain and India. And, indeed, only the 
intentionally blind will still doubt the approach
ing d:mger. The famous saying of Ur. Gladstone 
(vide his speech, November 27, 1878): "I have no 
fear myself of the territorial extensions of Uussiu-no 
fear of them whatever; I think such fea1:S are only 
old woman's fears," can hardly find its supporters 
nowadays. , The Duke of Argyll wrote a very few 
years ago: "My own view has always been that the 
conquest by Russia of the Tekke-Turkomans and of 
all the tribes of Central Asia has been inevitable. I 
have held, further, that no civilisation and no com
merce could be established in those regions until that 
conquest had been accomplished, and that on this 
ground, as well as 01). several other grounds, it was at 
once useless and undignified on Ollr pa:rt to be per
petually remonstrating against 'advances' which we 
~d not .prevent, and which, in the interests of 
humanity, we ought not to regret." I darcsay that 
illustrious statesman will consider twice before he 
utters such a yiew, concerning the Russian conquest 
of Herat. 

Henceforward all parties in England must agree 
that Russia's hostile designs against India are patent; 
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that all the humanitarian and civilising wor~ with 
which Russia has been making pretence hitherto, is a 
mere humbug, and that all hopes for a mutual under
standing in the future-I mean the division of the 
Asiatic spoil, of which we shall speak hereafter-are 
null and void. It is, at alt events, a most saddening 
8pectacle that Russia, led on and encouraged by English 
self-delusion, has succeeded hitherto in securing ma
terial and enormous advantages over her riva!'; such 
advantages as will form a standing peril to England, 
and will hardly be overcome, not even by the most 
extraordinary pluck and perseverance, which are the 
pre-eminent qualities of the Anglo-Saxon race. 

First of all, we may hint at the uninterrupted chain 
of communication Russia has in her rear, from the in
terior of the mother country to the very gate of India. 
It is abundantly known that, besides the Caucasus 
having a standing army of from 120,000 to 150,000 
men, Russia is able to get support from Odessa to 
Batoum in one day; from Batoum to Baku a train is 
able to run in eighteen hours, and from the last-named 
place, across the Caspian sea, steamers run to Mik
hailofsk in twenty-four hours. Here begins the 
Transcaspian Railway-it will soon be finished to 
Ashkabad-the prolongation of which has been re
cently sanctioned as far as Sarakhs, enabling Russia 
thus to send troops in something less than six days 
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from Od~ssa to Sarakhs, which is a hundred miles dis
tant from Rerat; whilst the English, supposing the 
railway sanctioned by the Government as far as 
Pishin to be finished in. two years, are still 470 
miles distant from Rerat. We may add as well, that 
the one hundred miles separating Russia from Rerat 

"lie in a fertile, level and well watered country, whilst 
the 470 miles an English army would have to make, 
pass through a frequently arid tract, a.nd haunted by 
a population, the friendly feelings and assistance of 
which cannot always 'be relied upon. In summing up 
briefly what we said before, we can state that Russia 
will be able to march to Herat from her railway ter
minus in eight or ten days, whilst England, consider
ing the great distance, would require forty-seven 
days; to say the least an extraordinary difference in 
time and in the facilities of locomotion, if we con
sider the important part railways are playing in 
modern warfare. 

Reflecting, therefore, upon this great drawback 
England has to contend with in any future complica
tions with Russia, which through her position in 
Penjdeh.has become an imminent threat, it would be 
the most perilous self-delusion to adhere in future to 
the principle of Afghan neutrality, or of Afghan 
friendship; a principle laid down by such states
men only as, eager to shirk liabilities and fond of 
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patchwork, were either short-sighted enough to ig
nore unmistakable facts, or betrayed utter want of 
patriotism in trying to put on the shoulders of tl1eir 
successors burdens such as they themselves did not 
feel equal to sustaining. I have always ridiculed 
the idea of making a. buffer of the country of the 
Afgha.ns, being fully convinced of the want of elas
ticity of the material employed for that purpose. I 
never was a believer in Afghan friendship, and even 
now I believe that such sympathies will come for., 
ward only if far greater dangers threatening from 
the north compel the unruly fanatic mountaineers 
beyond the Suleiman range to look to the British 
lion for shelter. In the meantime I should not wait 
until the whole nation gets convinced of the necessity 
of such a step. But the idea of a whole Afghan 
nation being a preposterous one, considering that these 
unmanageable elements can be hardly ever roused into 
unity, it suggests itself to now make USe of that 
portion of the national element which stands nearest 
to the possibility of a voluntary movement of that 
character ,; that portion which is headed now by a 
prince aware of the gravity of the situation, and 
who, owing to his thorough knowledge of the cha
racter of greedy, faithless, and despotic Russia, will 
give preference to English off~rs of amity, aod who, 
utterly convinced of the necessity of yielding, will 
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and must prefer to lose one portion of his dominions 
rather than to risk the whole, and to stake his crown 
and the independence of his nation. 

I am fully aware of the great aversion felt in 
England, particularly by a certain· party in the 
country, to any policy which would involve fresh hos
tilities against Afghanistan, i.e., a third Afghan war. 
'VeIl: if there is any possibility of a reasonable 
reliance upon the good faith of Emir Abdurrah
man, of course it would be better to avoid any 
coercive measure causing war, and to. convince that 
ruler that it is his own interest to have the railway 
extended from the Indus ;up to Kandahar, with a 
telegraph line as far as Herat. For the sake of not 
giving umbrage to the suspicious Mghans, I would 
agree with the military correspondent of The Times 
(May 26) to have the terminus of the railway outside 
Kandahar held eventually by a small picked garrison 
of 200 or 300 native troops. But, as to Herat, I 
believe that there cannot be any consideration for 
Afghan susceptibilities; as the fortifications of that 
place must be put in a proper state of defence at 
British cost and superintended by officers of the Royal 
Engineers. The escort of the resident should consist 
of a regiment of sepoys, of a company of pioneers, of a 
squadron of native cavalry, and of a battery of native 
artillery; and provisioned for six months~ as the above-

J 
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quoted military correspondent suggests it could be if 
lodged in the citadel, this would be the best safeguard 
against a Russian C01P de main, which has become 
recently, since the occupation of Penjdeh, such an 
imminent danger. 

N ow, to such propositions. people will naturally 
object by saying: We won't jeopardise the lives of 
our officers at the distant outposts, we will have no 
renewal of· catastrophes like those of Burnes and 
Cavagnari in Kabul, and we abhor any transaction 
based upon the amity of the Afghans. ~Iy answer 
to such oqjections is simply this, that if the Emir is 
unwilling or incapable to afford sufficient protection 
to those who labour for the safety of his crown and 
national independence, then he is either not the de 

facto ruler of his country, or he harbours hostile 
feelings against England; and in either case, England 
must resort to force, and carry out ,the m'easures of 
defence of her own frontiers with' every means at her 
disposal. This would, of course, mean a. third At· 
ghan war, a. shocking eventuality for many English 
politicians: bv.t since Russia cannot and ought not 
to be permitted to occupy at random this important 
place, which would make her, practically, master of 
all Afghanistan, and ruin for ever British prestige in 
Asia, I believe that of the two evils, namely, a 
war with Russia or Afghanistan, the lesser one must 
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be chos,en, for there can be no mistake about it 
that the immediate neighbourhood of Russia to India 
is far more dangerous, and may prove far more costly 
than any forcible seizure of Kandahar, or garrisoning 
of Herat. If the Liberals had not pursued the 
suicidal policy of evacuating Kandahar in 1880, a blun
der which they themselves now regretfully acknow
ledge, as I myself, had occasion to hear during my 
last stay in England from the lips of eminent Liberal 
statesmen, the eventuality of a third Afghan war 
would be entirely beyond the range of any possibility. 
But this national calamity cannot be now repaired, 
and if Emir .A..bdurrahman, who was invited, a poor 
beggar, to sit on the throne of his cousin, and would 
have been ready to ~oncede at that time any con
dition offered, be likely now to oppose, and even to 
fight against the execution of these schemes, salutary 
to himself and to the interest of Great Britain, I 
beg leave to remark that even in that' case England 
ought not to retreat from carrying out the unavoid
able measures for the defence of her frontier. As 
matters stand to.day, the Emir will certainly consider 
twice of it befofe he enters into hostilities with 
England, and I am not in the least afraid of his 
making common cause with Russia and in casting his 
lot with the conqueror of the north. The disastrous 
fate which has befallen his uncle, Bhir Ali Khan, 

J 2 
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rises up before his vision like a dread spectre. A 
twelve years' intimate connection with Russian officers 
has fully imparted to him the knowledge of the 
faithlessness and unreliablcness of the 1.1 uscovites ; 
and really, if such had not been the case, he would 
ha\'e long ago been caught in the net of Russian in
trigues, and beguiled by promises profusely foicnt 
from 'rashkend, would not have come to Rawul 
Pindi, and would not have fought AlikhanofI on the 
Khushk. As to the people of Kandahar, there is 
not the slightest apprehension of their resistance, as 
we formerly stated. The west of Afghanistan is 
quite different from the east and north of that 
country. Here the Afghan element is not so com
pact, for it reaches only to the Hilmend, .or, at the 
utmost, beyond Girishk, nor is it conspicuous for those 
military qualities generally applied to the whole 
nation . 

. Sir Richard Temple, who speaks of the Mghans 
as a fighting race, and who gives fun credit to their 
martial virtues, says, among other things: "This 
description is applicable fully to the country around 
Kabul, and to northern Afghanistan, but in a much 
less degree to the country round Kandahar, and to 
southern Afghanistan; indeed, many believe that the 
city and district of Kandahar could, if necessary, be 
permanently held. There is a considerable difference 
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between the character of the northern tribes and that 
of the southern." 

In summing up, therefore, all the means of de
fence 'available to 'England, we must corne to the 
conclusion that the line of policy hitherto followed, 
with regard to Afghanistan, must undergo an entire 
and radical change. The time for experimenting is 
irrevocably gone; the idea of convincing the Emir of 
British friendship, and getting in exchange for it 
Mghansympathies, must be dropped for ever, for should 
he prove obstinately blind to his own interests, then 
he cannot be used as an' ally in the defence of India. 
To dally with the sympathies of Asiatics, and particu
larly of Mohammedan Asiatics, is a. pastime which only 
Russia may permit herself, as she is quite superior to 
England in duly appreciating the doubtful value of 
such Eastern articles. She, above aU, takes care to 
fetter tightly her Asiatic neighbours or allies; she 
even goes so far as to cripple them; and if these 
allies or neighbours, after having been rendered 
totally innocuous and powerless, will come forward 
with their sympathies, she then only allows them to 
make declarations of love, and only permits herself, 
occasionally, the luxury of responding with a fond 
simper. England, on the contrary, unable to under
stand the real'value of Asiatic professions of amity, 
has been too frequently ~isled in her dealings with 
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:Mohammedan powers in Central Asia. She has opened 
her purse liberally, giving rich subsidies in money 
and in arms, forgetting entirely the lesson experience 
might have taught her, that tllis money and these 
arms will be employed by her good friends to fight her. 
"\Vhat use is there in the £120,000 annually given 
to Emir Abdurrabman, refusing as he does, cv('n now, 
to receive an English officer as an envoy and repre
sentative of the Viceroy? "\Vhcnevcr the attention of 
the Government has been called to this anomaly, we 
generally got to hear that the Emir could not 
guarantee the safety of the English representative 
against his fanatical and ill-disposed subjects. Is 
Sir Bartle Frere not quite right, when he remarks 
on this subject-" I have never believed in tho 
validity of this objection, and I should consider it 
quite chimerical, unless it were formally stated by 
the Ruler himself. In that case, I should' point out 
to him the absurdity of his calling himself the Ruler 
of a country where he could not ensure the safety of 
an honoured guest. I should decline to communicate 
with him except through a representative accredited to 
him like our envoys at other Asiatic courts, and I 
should state clearly the impossibility of our talking of 
friendly relations with a nation where our represen
tative would not be welcomed." (" Afghanistan and 
South Africa," 5th edition, London, 1881, p. 36.) 
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So much for the main line of future Russian 
aggression tmough Mghanistan. As far as regards 
the lateral movements across the Oxus to Balkh, and 
over the Hindoo Koosh to Kabul, such movements are 

\ 

scarcely worth noticing, and the Russians were the 
first who, convinced of the impossibility of carrying 
out such a scheme, had years ago bestowed the 
greatest care upon the main road leading from the 
Caspian across the Turkoman country, through Herat. 
We have still further to allude to the way of commu
nication, hitherto only secretly discussed, through the 
Pamir Plateau, which, starling from one of the passes 
of the Alai Mountains in Khokand, is said to convey a 
Russian column in a very short time to Yassin and 
Ghilghit, enabling the daring adventurers to drop 
down like a ])eus ere mach£na, and to attack the Eng
lish from a vulnerable and least expected sid~. As 
there is no historical record of such a feat in march
ing, we should. rather turn our attention to a ques
tion which has in these latter days been the subject 
of so many ana. varied q.iscussions-namely, to the 
military strength of the two rival Powers, and the 
skill and preparation necessitated' by the future 
struggle. . But this being the province of a strictly 
military pen, and being, therefore, utterly beyond the 
range of my literary powers, I beg to refer my reader 
to a chapter in Col. Milleson's lately published 
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excellent little book, "The Russo-Afghan Question 
and the Invasion of India," headed "The Armies on 
both sides," an elaborate and exhaustive paper which 
affords ·us an insight into the military strength of 
both Powers available in a contest for India. 

In connection with these statements I would only 
remark that, being accustomed to judge Russia, not 
from the extension she shows on the geographical 
maps, but from the strength she was able to difolplay 
on the battlefields of Europe and Asia, I must Hay 
that I do not share the opinions of those who attri
bute to that gigantic empire such a formidable and 
extraordinary power of action. An army w\lich ran 
a great risk of being thrown into the Danube, the 
Emperor and general staff included, by the ill-fed, 
half-naked, and emaciated Turkish .soldiers, if the 
regiments of little Uoumania. had not hastened to hel" 
assistance-such an army I cannot call a. formidable 
one. Still less does it inspire me with fear, if brought 
face to face with the hardy, plucky, and intrepid 
British soldiers of India, who, led by such generals 
as Donald Stewart, Roberts, Charles lIacgregor, and 
others like them, would certainly keep up their old 
reputation, and do their duty for the welfare of the 
country. Why ,should we overlook the enormous 
difference existing between military material recruited 
from a. ftee country, and led by highly-educated 
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patriotic officers on the one hand, and between the 
poor slave forcibly enlisted by despotic power, and 
commanded by officers who, brought up in gambling, 
debauchery, . and the indulgence in dissipations of 
every kind, can hardly be animated by the noble 
spirit of free men. Indeed, it is· a bitter irony of 
fate to have to draw comparisons between ·the abilities 
of a nation standing at the top of our civilisation, the 
prototype of liberal institutions for the whole world, 
the luminous fountain' of science and of many 
glorious, achievements of mankind. and of a society 
noted for its abominable vic~s, where trut,h-speaking 
is an unheard-of occurrence, and where an emp~ror 
said <c that he was only safe,with his palace built of 
granite, which could. not be stolen by his dear sub
jects or his surroundings." 

In continuing to speak of the means of defence 
against Russian aggression upon India, we must at the 
same time remark that England should return to the 
position she occupied up to the last six years in the 
Mohammedan world at large. a position which she h,as 
forfeited through what can only be called the stupidity 
of a certain class of her statesmen, who, actuated by 
gross ignorance and mischievous party spirit, were 
foolish enough to sneer at those very.oConditions which 
gave strength to the English rule in India, and to 
English influence all over Moslem Asia. The reader 
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must know that, up to recent times, the :Mohammedan 
Asiatic conceived under the notion of Europe of two 
main agencies. One was the continually destructive, 
encroaching, and extirpating pQwer-namely. Russia. 
-whom he identified with Dedja.l (the anti-Christ), 
with the implacable enemy of Islam, who can never 
be appeased, and with whom it is hopeless to make 
any terms whatever. As the second agency, and 
quite in contrast to the former, he knew England, 
whom he identified with the idea of Conservatism, of 
peaceful and friendly neighbourhood. and in whom he 
liked to discover a 'non-1rfohammedan who could not 
be styled a totally black unbeliever. The English 
Church has no images to worship. it does not admit 
fanatic hatred .of foreign religions, whih,t the main 
features of English character. such as coolness, com· 
posure, steadiness. etc., are quite in keeping with 
what a 'Turk, an Arab, and the rest of the l\Iobam
medans, save the Persians, imagine under the name 
of a gentleman. During my long and intimate con· 
nection with Mohammedans in Asia, I always heard 
them extolling the virtues of the English; English 
manufactures being the most solid, and the English 
rule the most beneficent; so that Central Asian 
pilgrims, on starting from their distant homes, 
through India to Mecca, were not half so afraid of 
perils and hardships in store from them as those of 
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their colleagues whose way led them through Hussia, 
and who brought back 'with them the most frightful 
accounts of the vexatious rapaciousness and cruelties 
they had been subject~d to by the o.fficial and non
official world. In acquiring such experiences, I, began 
to understand the secret of British supremacy in 
India. and I said to myself, what on earth could the 
English not achieve ",ith this moral standing and 
reputation P The reader may imagine my astonish
ment, when I afterwards saw English statesmen prid
ing themselves upon and glorying in the destruction 
of this eminent advantage, and, ridiculing what is 
called pre8tige, begimllng to emulate Hussia in her 
r~ckless and unjustifiable enmity against the 1rloham
medan world. I allude, of coUrSE', to the attitude 
assumed by the Liberal :Ministry 'againl't Turkey, to 
the disgraceful cOlJledy at Dulcigno, to the inglorious 
policy in Egypt~ and to many, many other incidents 
aiming at the entire destruction of Turkey, of that 
only power in the world which can be of great service 
to England's standing in Asia, and cordial relations 
with which offer the best safeguard to English power 
in Mohammedan India. 

Of course, there have been, and there are, even 
now, contradictory opinions as to the link existhtg 
between the Mohammedans of India and those 
of Turkey. I have read, quite recently, in a paper 
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written by an evidently staunch Liberal, and pub
lished in the !{iueteenth Century (April, 1 SSj), the 
following remark :-" Judging from my own ex
perience in India, I am of opinion that the vast 
majority of l\Iussulmans there, like the vast majority 
of Christians in Europe, are occupied chiefly with 
things of this world, taking thought for the morrow, 
how they may eat and drink, and wherewithal they 
may be clothed, and troubling their heads ,'ery little 
about the Ca~iph'of Islam, his triumphs and defeats." 
Considering that this opinion is shared by many 
other influential statesmen of the same school, I beg 
leave to remark that" my own opinions," based' upon 
a long and intimate connection with the :Mohammedan 
world of Asia, have impressed me with the fact that 
there is no strong tie of unity between the true 
believers on the Indus and their co-religionaries on 
the Bosphorus; a unity which has manifested itself 
during the late Russo-Turkish war, through the large 
sums voluntarily contributed by Indian rice-mer
chants, landowners and ~Ioulwis to the exchequer of 
Constantinople, and which can be easily fostered by 
the influential native press, and made a source of 
great discomfort to the English, should they persevere 
in their enmity towards the Caliph, the legally ac.
knowledged head of the whole ~Mohammedan world. 
If the gentlemen in Downing Street are not aware 
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of the fact that Hindoo Rajahs of Moslem faith, in 
returning' from England, where they finished their 
studies, are most anxious to pay their respects to ~he 
Sultan at Stambul, I would gently whisper into their 
ear that there always are certain mollas, dervishes 
and sheiks, in the close proximity of the Sultan, who 
regularly undertake errands' to Bombay, Calcutta, and 
Lahore, and who, returnihg from the distant East to 
the so-called Hind Tekesi (Indian Convent) in Con
stantinople, are generally the bearers of such mes
sages and interchange of ideas, as fully testify to the 
common cause of the two extreme links of Moslem 
society. 

The Sultan," although politically a sick and half
dead man, still represents, from a religious point of 
view, a great moral power; and as I remember well 
the words addressed by the late Reshid Pasha to a 
Hindoo :Mohammedan of note in 1857, during the 
Sepoy mutiny-words which left a deep impression 
upon that fauatic man from the banks of the Indus, 
I may be well entitled to assume that words pro
nounced by the Sultan in a contrary meaning would 
not miss their effect. To Russia, Germany, Italy: et~., 
the Turk may be "unspeakable," and may be driven 
out "bag and baggage" from Europe; but to 
England's standing in Asia he may still be of great 
use, and an alliance with the Ottoman ~mpire 
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recommends itself best to ward off Russian encroach· 
ments in Asia. Turkey, possessing even now 400,000 
men of the best fighting material, is by no means 
a contemptible ally, and will fill up the gap left 
through the inefficiency of English military prepara.
tion. With a comparatively small assistance of 
money, England, without being compelled to use the 
dubious blustering of the Germans, expressed in 
the words: " Unser Yolk in 'VafIen" (Our people 
in arms), may soon get an army. able to work 
wonders in the interior of Asia, an army which will 
certainly better answer expectations than the famous 
united force of Europe sent against Russia during 
the Crimean war, which force, directed by the in
trigues of Napoleon III., made itself immortally 
ridiculous by its achievements . 

. Persia, in every respect inferior to Turkey, and 
unable therefore to offer similar ad\Oantagcs, can be 
nevertheless of use to England, if the SLah can close 
Khorassan against an invading Russian army; if he 
prohibits the carrying out of provisions beyond the 
north·eastern frontier, and facilitates, at the same 
time, the carrying into effect of English plans. As to 
those ::Uohammedans who now are under Hussian rule 
being brought ~to a. connection with an eventual at· 
tempt to revolutionise the Bokharians, Khokandians, 
and Kliivans, I cannot agree with those English 
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politicians. who put any faith in this ultimate mea
sure. The Harne' of rebellion might be easily kindled 
by the adversary too, and in such a case England 
would fare worst, for ~adjiks, Sarts, and Uzbegs are 
cowards, and there is no power to rouse them against 
Russia, considering, that the shadow of a Cossack 
suffices to strike terror into the breasts of hundreds 
of the settled inhabitants of the three khanates, who 
ought never to be compared with the Indian 
Mohammedan, the heir of the militaT;y virtues of his 
conquering ancestors. 

It is only as to the Turkomans that I would 
make an exception, knowing them, as I do, from 
an intimate intercourse. These adventurous and un-. . 
principled children of the desert, famous for their 
boundless greed, have been partly subdued by force of 
arms, and partly now adhere to Russia owing to the 
fact of the so-called "wandering rouble." But the 
rouble is a very 'poor. champion if compared with the 
sovereign; its convincing power is certainly wanting 
in superiority, and English outbidding, properly 
applied, can easily bring Sariks, Salors, and Mervians, 
and, particularly, the Turkomans around Andkhoi, 
under the standard of England. For a transaction 
of this kind, England wants agents like Alikhanoff, 
Tahiroff, and Naziroff., who may be e~sily found in 
the ranks of the auxiliary Ottoman army, Osmanlis, 
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whose language is understood by the Turkoman, and 
who, known as brothers, are able to turn the whole 
Turkoman nation into the camp of the English, if 
sufficiently as~isted. As to the frequently discussed 
diversion against the Caucasus, the English may, by 
such no moye, interrupt the despatch of military 
succour, but I do not believe in the possibility of 
revolution ising that country against Rw:sia. The 
Georgian and Armenian nationalists, of whom we 
used to read in the English press, are in a minority 
bardly worth considering, and the only revolutionary 
element which might have created trouble, 1 mean 
the :Mohammedan Circassians, have been long since 
driven out of the country by the sagacious and 
cautious Russians: Two-thirds of these warlike 
mountaineers, thus expatriated, have perisheu in 
Turkey. 

In concluding this chapter, treating of the means 
of defence left to England, I cannot lcaye unmen
tioneu one point, to which, though seemingly out of 
place from a foreigner, I nevertheless must allude as 
to the lona et or~o mali. I mean, party politics in 
England .. which have. of late, so essentially injured 
the Imperial interests of tbat country, and which 
really ha,'e done so much harm to England's position 
in Asia. tbat the most strenuous efforts of vcry 
many years to come may scarcely be able to heal the 
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wounds and restore the respect and consideration for 
England, so wantonly destroyed by the selfishness of 
one party in it~ struggle against the other. The 
friyolity and short-sightedness exhibited by a certain 
political parly, of late years, culminating in the 
famous Egyptian ophthalmy, was really of such a 
nature as to make people despair of the results of 
constitutional life. In a superficial judgment one 
might have taken the statesmen, who have been 
deliberately deceived by Rll,ssia step by step in Asia, 
who haye made all Europe an ~nemy to England, 
and who have shown cold indifference whilst the 
prest£ge of Great Britain was going to pieces all over 
the world, either as miscreants, or as men escaped 
from the lunatic asylum. Foreigners, indeed, enter
tain such an opinion; but my experience has taught 
ine that English statesmen, no matter to what party 
they belonged, were honest and patriotic in their 
intentions, and that it is only the great misfortune of 
the country that their political views are biassed by 
party spirit, employed even in cases where the actual 
m~rits of the respectiye measures are _ Tery question
able, and when it becomes patent that it is not the 
welfare of the country, but that of the party, which 
is aimed at. 

In order to put an end, once for all, to the occur
rence of such injurious e,·entualitie~, it seems to me 

K 
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unavoidably necessary that, besides the two leading 
parties of the country, a third one, namely, a 
national and imperial party, should come forward 
-a party whose exclu~ive care should Lo Leo 
stowed upon the foreign relations of Great Britain, 
and who, alive to the importance of u. great national 
policy befitting the vast dominions of the Queen
Empress, should not allow the honour of the 
country to drift at random through party strifes and 
rivalries. But, where one party undoes the work 
achieved by its predecessors in power, the pro,:.sress, 
nay, even the maiIri:enance of imperial strt.·ngth 
and power will become utterly impossible; and thf' 
worst of all is that, according to the Latin saying, 
" illter dao!! liiigantea tertiM eHt gaudeRa," the lerlillll, 

namely, Russia, has really made the best out of these 
petty squabbles, and, whilst the English were 
·quarrelling about the 'Vhy and How of the measures 
under consideration, the insidious bear wa~ quietly 
trotting towards India. 



CRAP.TER X. 

THE ONLY REASONABLE LINE OF DEFE~CE. 

IT is just the cOnsideration of the above-quoted vacil
lation of the politicians of Great Britain, which re
minds us of the extraordinary fact, that in default of 
a constantly and uniformly ruling spirit, England has 
been unable to decide to this day the question whether 
the possession of India ought to be defended by the 
seemingly natural barrier in the mountains of the 
north-west, involving the immediate neighbourhood of 
Russia on the Indus; or whether it would be more 
judicious to erect outworks, to have a glO.cia of defence, 
and consequently not to allow the C9ssack to 
approach either the Kheiber 'or the Bolan Passes. 
And. strange to say, this highly serious and important 
question is even now left open for discussion in this 
country, called pre-eminently practical! Hannibal 
ante portas, and ~y English friends are continually 
quarrelling whether the Indus, the Hilmend, or the 
Heri-Rud ought to be made the line of defence! 
Certainly it ll)i a most afflicting sight to see a man 
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who is attacked by a crafty enemy, pondering on the 
choice of anns at a moment when the hostile sword 
is at his throat. 

It is not my intention to dwell here at any 
length on the views expressed by me with reference 
to this question, ten, fifteen, nay twenty years 
ago; for I suppose it is pretty well-known to the 
English reader, in general, that I alway!'! stood 
up in my writings for the erection of a bulwark for 
the defence of India which should be in due proportion 
to the object to be defended. I mean to say, I found 
it always evident-and I am glad to see myself 
sustained by the highest military authorities-that 
England absolutely needs outworks lor a valid defence 
of her north-western frontier; that the idea of having 
Russia in the immediate neighbourhood of Hindostan 
must be definitely dropped, and nobody must dream 
any more of accepting the phrase an English states
man used to me twelve years ago :_u .Just as I prefer 
having a well-dressed, educated and polite neighbour, 
instead of a dirty-looking savage barbarian, so we 
prefer having Russia close at our frontier, instead 
of the unruly, unmanageable, and wild Afghans." 
Nowadays everybody is convin~ed that India, under 
the present circumstances, is still to be compared to 
a powder-mill, into the vicinity of which no man of 
sound mind would admit an enemy, with burning 
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tinder in his hand, ready to throw the incendiary 
spark into the powder of his neighbour, and anxious 
to turn to his advautage the ensuing explosion. 
Russia, indeed, has already tried, in 1878, to make such 
a stroke with her army collected o~ the Oxus, and she 
really p~nned what SkobelefI' called :-" The means 
of a hard blow., struck in the front simultaneously 
with a mutiny fomented at the rel:\.r of the Indus." 
At that time the Congress of Berlin restrained the 
Russian arm; nevertheless, it never ceased to be a 
favourite idea With her, carrying out the will of 
Skobeleff, who thus summed up this policy :_cc It will 
be in the end our duty to .organise masses of Asiatic 
cavalry, and to hurl them into India, under the 
banner of blood and pillage, as a vanguard, as it were, 
thus reviving the times of Tamerlane." 

In considering the chance of Russian success in an 
attempt to foment a mutiny, and to cause a general 
ora partial rising, we must look solely to England's 
pre8ent situation in India, and, steadily keeping before 
our eyes the results of her policy so far, ask ourselves 
the pregnant question whether, during he'r rule of 
nearly a century, attended by the never-ceasing work 
of civilisation, she has so far succeeded in securing 
the sympathies of the 250,000,000 of foreign sub. 
jects under her sway, as'to be justified in expecting 
that, at a critical moment, these subjects will not 
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countenance a change of masters, and that they 
would look upon England's enemy as the enemy of 
India, and make common cause with her against any 
external attack. 

The answer to this question is the ph·ot-point 
upon which the chances of the b~eat contest between 
the two rival European colossi in Asia are turn
ing; for England, even under most auspicious cir
cumstances, strategically, would be hardly equal to 
the task of defending her gigantic empire against 
external attacks, if its inhabitants, averse to her 
sceptre, were to entertain at the same time, in hope!:! 
of bettering their fortunes, a secret longing for a new 
master. This question has been inquired into and 
discussed numberless' times, in every imaginable 
aspect, within the last twenty years, nay, during the 
whole of this century; and if, in spite of the con
siderable literature which has sprung up in connec
tibn with it, I venture to say a word or two on the 
subject, I do so for the sole reason that, owing to the 
neutral stand-point I occupy, and to my experience, 
both practical and theoretical, amongst Asiatics, ex
tending over a score of years, I consider myself 
qualified to treat it with the fullest objectivity. I 
repeat, with some emphasis, " amongst Asiatics/' for it 
is in India that we find the richest fountain of Asiatic 
views of life, and hence have emanated all those 
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peculiarities, prejudices, and superstitions, with which 
we constantly meet, in the shape of t~e most irrecon
cilable contrast with our: own views' of life. among the 
Turks, Arabs, Persians, Tartars, Afghans, etc., and 
which have occasioned such great difficulties in all 
efforts to diffuse the light of modern culture in the 
East. In India, where these contrasts make them
selves oftener conspicuous, the work of transforma
tion and modernisation has involved the greatest 
imaginable f)truggle; and we have only to thank the 
tenacity of Englishmen, and the degree of high culture 
incident to British civilisation, that any breaches 
have been effected in thE'se ancient ramparts of Asiatic 
effeteness, and, where the extreme points of the two 
ci vilisations so diametrically opposed to each other 
have come in contact, that there, in some places, the 
ideas of the nineteenth century have already begun 
to force their way. 

Upon a closer examination of, the gigantic work 
of the British civilisers, we find that of the two 
chief elements in India, the Brahminic and the 
Moslem, the former offers less resistance and proves 
much more amenable to c;vilising influence than 
the Mohammedan. In spite of the merciless rigour 
of the system of castes and the ritualistic laws, 
according to which no Vishnu-worshipper is per
mitted to come into direct contact with a Christian, 
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or even to allow the shadow of one to fall upou him, 
the number of Hindostanees of Brahminic faith 
educated in English schools and employed in the 
British service by far exceeds the number of Moslem 
Hindoos similarly educated and employed. It would 
be unjust to ascribe this ratio to the preponderating 
majority of the Brahminic population, for the same 
ratio is maintained in these districts even where the 
Vishnu-worshippers happen to be in a minority. The 
non-~Mohammedan Hindoo represents, no doubt, the 
primeval type of the Asiatic cast of mind, but the op
pression he has been subjected to for over a thousand 
years has rendered him more manageable and docile; 
he submits with better grace ~ the dictates of the 
foreign ruler than his :Uohammedan countryman; 
and if the latter has been lately comp1aining that he 
is excluded from his share in the State offices, and is 
less favoured by the English than his Hindoo neigh
bo~, he may attribute the cause of this to himself. 
For it was his },Ioslem fanaticism, coupled with the 
recollection of the part he h"3.d once played a.'J one of 
the ruling class, which has always impeded, and, to 
some extent, still renders imp~ssible the work oC 
assimilation. 

An attempt on the part of the English to cloak 
over, or to ignore, this marked sullenness exhibited 
by the :Moslem element would be criminal, and would 
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terribly .revenge itself in time. Let us own it 
frankly. Isla~ has manifested this feature in its 
struggle with occidental culture .. in all the continent 
alike, throughout.the whole length ~d breadth of its 
extent. Material decline may h~ve made it suscep
tible to tempora.ry impressions, but these impressions 
very soon glided off its body. It is, and remains, the 
old and incorrigible representative of Asiatic fanati
cism. which will enter into no compromises with the 
modern march of the world. and will rather hasten 
towards sure and irretrievable ruin than yield to those 
ideas which the world of the unbelieving, the enemies 
of the Prophet, are proclaiming and propagating. I 
am by no .means exaggerating when r assert, that, in 
the coalition of his fanatic brethren in faith, the 
Mohammedan in India stands foremost, and that the 
most stubborn opposition to the teachings of our 
civilisation will come from him. In doing so I am 
not guided quite by the views contained in. a. work of 
Mr. W. W. Hunter's, entitled Our Indian jJlu88ul
mans, and published many years ago, nor do I aim a.t 
that hot-bed of Vahabism in Patn3., or the Zealotism 
of the Indian l{oulwis, but I am speaking from my 
own personal experience, recalling my intimate inter
course with Indian lIohammedans of r~nk and 
position, in many . lands of the Islam world, and 
especially calling to my mind the troops of half-naked, 
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savage-looking, and raving dcrviflhes, all of thrtn 
Indians by birth, who are wildly rushing through 
the countries of Islam, and appear, to their [e]]ow
belien\rs of a fOl'cign tongue, like some dr('ad h<'ings 
engendered by intense religious mania. I }1a\'O 
observed the same feature in princes and ex-princes 
dressed aftcr the Eqropean fashion and speaking 
English fluently, who are living on the rich fres 
obtained for their crowns, in pomp and high state on 
the Thames, and are overwhelmed with marks of dis
tinction by the Queen and the aristocracy of the land. 
but who, although they make at times concessions to 
European usages, are, nevertheless, inspired by the 
wildest and most intense hatred of everything that is 
Christian. 

If, with a mind free from bias, we search for the 
causes of this bitter hostility, we are unable to dis
cover anything else but that animosity which always 
exists between the ruled and the foreign rulers of a 
country, particularly if they happen to be separated 
by the wide gulf of differences in religion, funda
mental differences in manners and views of life, and 
more especially if Mohammedans and Christians are 
the parties opposed to each other. It would be hardly 
possible to find any other important cause to account 
for this unreasoning enmity-certainly not in the 
changed circumstances of the Rajahs of to-day, 
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when compared, with the situation of their prede. 
cessors, under their own native princes - not to 
perceive which would be like simulating blindness. 
Law, 'Order, and perfect security, as we shall after· 
wards point out, have taken the place of Asiatic 
absolutism and tyranny, and the insecurity of life 
and property which forII?-erly prevailed. 

The improved situation in India, the blessings of 
m Jdern culture, the re-assertion of human rights, will 
meet with appreciation and thanks here and there, 
among the lowest classes of the people; but un
fortunately in Asia, even more than in Europe, the 
great masses are following their chosen leaders, either 
religious or social; and as it is to these leaders 
England has done most harm, the latter' will not be 
conciliated by concessions of any kind. It will take 
a long time before people in Asia will b~come con
vinced of the errors of the old order of things, and 
made to recognise the inhumanity and unnaturalness 
of the oligarchy; and as England has borne down 
most severely on this yery oligarchy in ,the Moslem 
portion of India, and, indeed. given it the death-blow, 
one need not'wonder if, in certain circles, at'this early 
day ~lready, the advantage of Russian supremacy is 
being talked about. . 

Whenever I have pressed the:;e prominent and 
cultivated Hindostanees, who were longing for a 
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change from English to Russian rule, as to the mo .. 
tives for their northern sympathies, I invariably got 
'the same answer :-" The Russians are more pliant, 
they are less stiff in their intercourse; their character, 
th"eir system of government, and their ideas in 
general are more Asiatic than those of the English; 
they are much nearer to us, and, if fate has decreed a 
foreign rule over us, we are likely to make better 
arrangements with them than with the Englisl-.~' 

We meet, at t'imes, with similar yoices in the 
native press, especially the }Ioslem; and although 
I am not disposed to immediately accept these utter
ances as the universal expression of public opinion, 
yet I deem the very existeI]ce of such arguments to 
be of a critical nature, and am, therefore, far from 
sharing the confidence pre\railing in certain circles of 
English politicians as regards the feelings of grati
tude entertained by these adopted Asiatic children, 
who have been reared with so much trouble and pains, 
and at such an expense. 

Leaving out of view the danger last adverted to, 
there have been complaints latterly in the English 
press about the excessive military power of the so
called vassal States. These complaints are tolerably 
well founded, for the 49,050,000 1\Iohammedans and 
Hindo06 living under the sway of native princes, who 
have an army of 349,835 men and 4,321 cannon at 
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their disposal, will not be likely to be more sub
sement to E.glish interests in moments of danger 
than the remaining 200,000,000 Asiatics who are the 
absolut~ subjects of the English Crown, and may 
caUse serious troubles, in spite of the T'ery question
able Talue of their military strengtq, brought lately 
under notice by a paper of Sir Lepel Griffin. In this 
connection the twenty-two Mohammedan vassal States 
I9-ust be especially considered, and among them 
Hyderabad, Bhopal, and BhaTalpur more particu
cularly, owing to the not inconsiderable political 
importance they can boast of. The first named, with 
a population of 11,000,OOOt has 8,000 caTalry, 36,000 
infantry, and 725 cannon; the second,. with a popula
tion of not quite a million, has 2,200 foot-soldiers, 
700 cavalry, and, 60 cannon; whilst the third. al
though possessing a population of but half a million, 
is maintaining, owing to her position as a border 
State. el"en a much larger force. It is true that the 
soldiers of these Mohammedan TassaI States are far 
behind the English i~ military training, but such a 
lack might easily find a compensation in religious 
fanaticism. A summons from one of those princes to 
the entire Moslem world might be fraught with the 
utmost danger to England, even without any instiga
tion from abroad; and I am, therefore, altogether at 
a loss to discover those elements of 'security which 
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would pake the approach of the northern rival to the 
Indian frontier a matter of indifference to England; 
still less do I understand the ostentatious calmness 
paraded by certain political circles in England with 
regard to the possibility of such an event. Ind('cd, 
parading is the proper word to be used here; for the 
greatest optimist and Russophil must admit to him
self the appropriateness in this case of the com
parison, so frequently used, of the dynamite factory 
and the evil-minded neighbour, and concede the 
inevitable necessity of erecting an outwork in Af
ghanistan as the only strong and reliable barrier 
between the two rival Powers. That this is the 

~ . 
real feeliJ.?-g in the matter is evident from the various 
measures adopted quite recently, initiated by those 
English politicians themselves who are trusting 
a tout pri3! to Russian friendship. 

I am fully aware of the difference of opinion pre
vailing on this subject, a difference quite compre
hensible, considering that t~e sympathies of the 
natives of India are generally judged from a point of 
view peculiar to the observer; and it is, therefore, 
necessary to quote on this subject a great Indian 
authority. an illustrious statesman and patriot-I 
mean the late Sir Bartle Frere-who speaks from 
persona]. observation. He says :_H But the danger 
[referring to a revolution in India] I' apprehend 
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is not of this kind: it is twofold. First, there 
is the danger which Dost Mohammed well described 
to. Burnes as like that apprehended when you see a 
stranger looking over your garden wall; he may 
be on his own side of. the fence, and he may 
make no seeming attempt .to come over; but you 
know he is there for no good, and you do your best 
to dislodge him, and do not 'rest until you :have 
done so. 

U If we suppose Afghanistan only so far Russian
ised that Russian travelle:r;s freely move abollt.....tlw 
country, that Russian officers ap.d men, not necessarily 
.in the pay of the Russian Government, but deserters, 
possibly, or vagabonds from Russia, drill the Emir's 
troops, cast his cannon, coin his rupees, and physic 
him and his subjects, what would be the effect in 
-India? Can any rD.3.l\in his senses, who knows any
thing of India, doubt that the effect now, and for 
many years to come, must-be- to disquiet everyone in 
IIidia, except that great majority of the cultivators 
who will go on cultivating without talking politics 
till the crack of doom? Every Englishman, from 
the Governor-General downwards, will be disquieted; 
they will feel that a great for~ign Power has as much 
to say to th~ proceedings of all the troublesome 
classes as the Viceroy and his English -officials. 
Every prin(,!e and chief will see in the Russians a 
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possible alternative claimant for empire in Iullia j al1 
the llisaffected,' dangerous, and criminal classes will 
be on the qui vive, ready to stir at a moment's notiN' j 

and all the millions who still have some martial 
spirit left will furbish their swords, and believe that 
another era of fighting and fair contest for martial 
renown and plunder is at hand. All these rlement!\ 
may be stirred into strife any moment by a Uussian 
proclamatipn issued at Kabul, or even by a false 
report of one, for it is not necessary that the report 
should be true to set some of these restless elements 
in motion." 

And that Russia will not be loth to avail herself 
of this vulnerable point of her rival we must take for 
granted. This ultima ratio is publicly spoken of 
whenever the chances of the contest at issue are dis
cussed. In order to give our readers an idea of 
the language used on such occasions, we shall quote 
the words of General Soboleff used in his incendiary 
paper, published in: the RUBB last January. " Eng
land,," says General Soboleff, the head of the Asiatic 
department in St. Petersburg, a man whose enuncia
tions weigh heavily in the scale of politics, " lays a 
heavy hand on her dependent peoples; she reduces 
them to a state of slavery, only that English trade 
may profit, and Englishmen grow rich. The death 
of millions in India from starvation has been caus(·d 
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indirectly 1;>y English despotism. Ay.d then the press 
of England disseminates far and wide the idea of 
Russia being a country of barbarians. Thousands of 
natives in India only await Russia's crusade of 
deliverance." 

On reading words like these, and paying due 
consideration to the fact we have heretofor~ stated 
concerning the impossibility of admitting Russia 
close to India, we must dismiss, once for all, the 
idea of a co-terminous frontier on the Indus, as 
well as the frequently-ventilated plan of a peaceful 
and amicable division of the so-called Asiatic Rpoil 
between the two rival powers. Referring to the 
former, we must fully agree with Sir Richard Temple, 

. who says :-" In other regions a boundary may be 
be fixed, on either side of which the two European 
empires in Asia may rest in peace and natural good .. 
will. But that boundary must not be on the existing 
trans-Indus frontier of British India-that is, almost 
o~ the Indus itself. ,It would' be impossible then for 
the two empires to co-exis~ in mutual trust and 
amity. .Russia, indeed, might not be able to occupy 
Afghanistan in force; such o.pcupation might prove as 
,arduous to her as it has proved to the English. ~ut 

.she might use diplomatic control or influence t~ere 
riglit up to the mountain passes which are the gates 
\of India, facing tow.~r4~ gentral Asia. Such eyents 

L 
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possible alternative claimant for empire in India; all 
the disaffected, I dangerous, and criminal classc~ will 
be on the qui l:iz:e, ready to stir at a. moment's noticE' ; 
and aU the millions who still have 80m£' martial 
spirit left will furbish their swords, and believe that 
another era of fighting and fair contest for martial 
renown and plunder is at hand. All these dements 
may be stirred into strife any moment by a Uussian 
proclamati9n issued at Kabul, or even by a false 
repod of one, for it is not necessary that the report 
should be true to set some of these restless elements 
in motion." 

And that Russia will not be loth to avail hers~lf 
of this vulnerable point of her rival we must take for 
granted. This ultima ratio is publicly spoken of 
whenever the chances of the contest at is:.uc are dis
cussed. In order to give our readers an idea of 
the language used on such occasions, we shall quote 
the words of General Soboleff used in his incendiary 
paper, published iIi the RaB8 last January. " Eng
land,," says General Soboleff, the head of the Asiatic 
department in St. Petersburg, a man whose enuncia
tions weigh' heavily in the scale of politics, " lays a 
heavy hand on her dependent people~ j she reduces 
them to a state of slavery, only that English trade 
may profit, and Englishmen grow rich. The death 
of millions in India from starvation has been callsf>cl 
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indirectly by English despotism. And then the press 
of England disseminates far and' wide the idea of 
Russia being a country of barbarians. Thousands of 
natives in India only await Russia's crusade of 
deliverance." 

On reading words like these, and paying due 
consideration to the fact we have heretofor~ stated 
concerning the impossibility of admitting Russia 
close to India, we must dismiss, once for all, the 
idea of a co-terminous frontier on the' Indus, as 
well as the frequently-ventilated plan of a peaceful 
and amicable division of the so-called Asiatic Rpoil 
between the two rival powers. Referring to the 
former, we must fully agree with Sir Richard Temple, 

-who says :-" In other regions a boundary may be 
be fixed, on either side of which the two European 
empires in Asia may rest in peace and natural good .. 
'will. But that boundary must not be on the existing 
trans-Indus frontier of British India-that is, almost 
on the Indus itself. .It W'ould' be impossible then for 
the two empires to co-exist in mutual trust and 
amity. Uussia. indeed, might not be able to occupy 
Afghanistan in force j such o$!cupation might prove as 
.arduous to her as it has proved to the English. But 
she might use diplomatic control or influence t4ere 
riglit up to the mountain passes which are the gates 
(~f India. facing to'Y,~r4~ gentral Asia. Such events 
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or circumstances would produce a profound imIlr('ssion 
on the vast population of British hubjects of India, 
especially upon the educated classes, and also upon 
the native States. It bas been shown bow the spread 
of superior education is awakening the natives to an 
understanding of political affairs, and how important 
and numerous the native States really are. The 
effect not only of the proximity, but actually the 
contact, of such a power as Uussia would be felt 
throughout the Indian Empire. 'Vhether it would . 
sap or undermine the loyalty of so many divers 
nationalities need not be discussed. but it would be 
indefinitely great beyond douUt. The imperial 
relations of England with India. would then be very 
different from what they now are. One of the 
momentous consequences must be this; that England 
would have to maintain a much larger force of 
European troops in India than at present. . If a con
siderable augmentation of the European garrison 
were to become necessary, then inevitably a large' 
portion of the English army would be locked Up" in 
India. It is not necessary to dwell on the military 
difficulties that :would arise, nor upon the financia~ 
embarrassments that would ensue." 

"\Vith reference to the other idea, namely, the 
eventuality of a. peaceful division of the spoils, an 
idea particularly cherished by those Continental 
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Powers in whose interest' it lie,s to avert any com
plications which might possibly interfere with th~ir 
politics, and who care but very little for the welfare 
of Gr.eat Britain, I need scarcely say that such an 
idea is as foolish and egotistical as it is preposterous, 
and scarcely worthy of consideration. To imagine 
that ambitious Russia will pursue a policy, for 
centuries, through the dreary steppes of Central 
Asia, without any palpable results other than the 
possession of the three khanates and of the Turko
mall. country-a possession which will never pay the 
heavy sacrifices of blood and money-is really, more 
than political short-sightedness, for it is suggested by 
intentional malice and black envy. Do people really 
fancy, after Russia has spent over one hundred 
millions of pounds during only the present century, 
upon the ~arrying out of her old and favourite 
scheme, that now she will stop, at the very gate 
of India, and will resist all temptation coming 
from the sunny land . on the Ganges and on th~ 

Indus? No, I cannot believe in the sincerity of 
such an idea; its adoption would simply lull Eng
land into the sleep of false security, and encourage 
Russia in her ap,proach to the Achilles heel of her 
rival. For whether Russia intends to, solve the riddle , 
of the Eastern questiQn by using the key to India in 
order to open tte gates of the Bosphorus, or whether 

L 2· 
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she co\"ets the possession of rich India. as an outlet 
to the southern seas, she, at all evenb, means mis
chief to England, mischief to the holy cause of our 
civilisation in the East, and mischief to the still more 
~acred interest of humanity at large. 



CHAPTER XI. 

COMPARISON BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN 

CIVILISATIONS IN THE EAST. 

HAVING spoken, hitherto, .pre-eminently and exclu
sively to the English public, of the political rivalry 
between England and Russia in Central Asia, I shall 
now.address myself to the European and American 
readers' interested in this question, trying to prove to 
them that my sympathies with the cause of' the 
English do not rest simply on some unaccountable 
freak; that I am not in love with one and hating the 
other; but that the sympathies exhibited by me are 
the outflowings of a long study, practical and theo
retical, of a careful and impartial balancing of the 
results these two representative~ of our western 
civilisation have been able to show hitherto in their 
respectiv~ ,fields of activity. This comparative study 
of English and Russian civilisations, in the East, could 
justly fill up a book by itself, and will cut a rather 
sad figure in the narrow precincts of a single chapter; 
but it is unavoidably necessary for me to hint at the 
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salient points of their divergency, flattering myself, as 
do, with the hope that this Central Asian question, 

slighted for so long a period by our diplomatish
nay, even ridiculed by a certain class of politicians
will not only interest England and Ru~sia, but cnry 
civilised community in the world. It i~ not a Central 
Asiatic, but a btrictly European quc!-tion, of far
reaching political and cultural ilnportance. 

Russia-so we read in the argumentations of 
French and German political wTiters - being of 
Asiatic origin, and conspicuous for many features 
of Asiatic society, is far superior to England in pro
pagating the doctrines and principles of our western 
culture, and in introducing a settled rule and order 
into the semi-barbarous countries of Asia, and more 
fitted for that task than the stiff, rigidly cold, unpli
able English. 

In my controversies, covering nearly twenty years, 
concerning this question, I have been often told, that 
by overlooking the wide gulf which separated the 
thoroughly Europeanised Englishmen from the 
Asiatic, imbued with the spirit of the eastern culture, 
thousands and thousands of years old, I generally 
forget that a less refined agency, occupying the middle 
position between the two opposed cultures, will and 
can naturally serve as a more efficient intermediary, and 
that, therefore, Russian society, standing as it were 
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on the verge of both cultur~ worlds, must decidedly 
prove a more successful propagator of our western 
lore in the East. Well, I never liked to be taken for 
a fanatic, nor did I ever indulge in obstinate negation j 
for 1. always admitted, and even now admit, that 
Russian civilisation, with all its drawbacks and vices, 
is still superior to that culture which is the offspring of' 
:Mohammedanism, and whiQh, fruitful as the latter may 
have been in the past, is at present nothing but an ab
dication of the exertion 9f self-will, and a relapsing 
into the dark recesses of past ages. It would be a use .. 
less attempt to deny, that by introducing a settled rule 
into the formerly barbarous regions of Asia, where the 
reign of rapine and bloodshed has laid waste large 
tracts of country, Russia has conferred a good many 
blessings upon those miserable fellow-creatures of 
ours. But I beg leave to ask: can the state of things 
created through Russian agency, be really called 
civilisation, and does it represent even the :fu,intest 
ray of that glorious light which we call the modern 
culture of the Christian West? And farther; who 
could find fault with us, if, knowing as we do of the 
existence of a purer channel, of a more enlightened 
torch-bearer, and anxious to give but, the best to the 
poor oppressed Oriental, we should wish to substitute 
the more faithful representative of our ideas for the 
equivocal and unreliable Russian agent? 
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Facts beiIJg far more eloquent than theories, I 
shall pass in review before the reader those nationali
ties which have been u~dcrgoing for nearly four 
hundred years the Russian proccss of civilisation; 
and he will agree with me, that far from having 
gained anything, 'they are, at this day, losers morally 
and materially, and are as far from any notion of our 
western culture as any of their brethren living under 
fanatical :Mohammedan rule. 

Looking at the near1y half million of Kazan
Tartars, a mentally gifted fraction of the Turkish 
nation, and famous in olden times for its lIoslem 
culture, we shall find that, excepting a few superficial 
features, such as the familiarity with modern Euro
pean beverages, there is not the slightest trace of the 
world of the nineteenth century to be remarked in 
the social and political life of these stubborn Asiatics. 
If we except one or two Tartar books, containing very 
primitive instruction in geography, in the history of 
Russia, and translations of Russian fables, we may 
weI! contend that the Government has done nothing 
to raise the standard of education of these people; 
they are left in moral stupor, and all their mental 
discipline they owe to the schools established and 
sustained by themselves. There is in Kazan a public 
governmental school; but the tendency and spirit of 
the instruction are strictly Russian, and the effect 
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counted upon is to turn the Tartars into Christians 
and Muscovites, in order that they may become much 
more easily engulfed into the already gigantic body 
of Muscovitism. 

Of a similar nature will be our observations in 
viewing the condition of the Bashkirs, a likewise 
numerous fraction of the Turko-Tartar race, living 
in the Ural Mountains, who have inhabited this 
country from immemorial times, and who,. ~ 'spite of 
~aving come nearly two centuries ago under Russian 
rule, are from a moral and material point of view still 
worse off than their brethren on the Volga. Poverty
stricken, neglec;ted and derided by the fanatical ortho
dox Russian, their number has decreased nearly one
half from what it formerly has been. We 'might 
go on with observations of a like character, as far as 
Tobolsk in the north-east, and as far as the Altai 
Mountains in the south. W eshall meet every
wliere with the fact, that at the appearance of the 
Russian coloniser the natives quickly disappear, and 
that the Government, instead of taking care of the 
cruelly oppressed subject, rathe_r enc~urages the 
destructive work of the Rus~ian Cossack, popa, and 
merchant. 

In corroboration of our former statements, we 
shall let a Russian traveller speak for himself, by 
quoting the following paSsage from a paper published 
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by :'u. Yadrintzeff, in the RU88ische Revue :-" The 
territory of the nomads is every day growing 8mallcT, 
the Altais are being crowded out by Russiandom 
from their mountains, valleys, and forests, and the 
plain nomads and dwellers in the forc~t are being 
exploited in the most unscrupulous manner by the 
Russians, who employ for that purpose every I'pecies 
of cunning, cheating and violence. The Altai 
obtains for his native products, such as cedar-nub, 
squirrel, and sable skins, cattle, etc., price~ tixed 
for him by the Russian merchant himself, whilst he 
must pay for the products of Russian factories 
enormous prices, as for instance, for Arshin lawes' 
cloth, costing GO-70 kopekR, three rouble~, and {or 
chintzes, costing eighteen kopeks, forty kopeks. He 
is in addition, shamelessly taken advantage of by 
means of usury, and utterly ruined in health by the 
use of the deadly poison of vorlki, so that the time is 
not very distant when the Turkish inhabitants of 
Siberia, totally impoverished and decimated by disease, 
will cease to have existed except in name."-

In view of this strong but truthful indictment, 
the charge of th& famous General SobolefI: that 
England lays a heavy hand upon her peoples; that 
she reduces them to a state of slavery, onl!l t!tai 
English. trade may profit and Englishmen !Jrow rich, 
sounds rather curious, and the reader will find that I 
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have been more than generous in calling the Russian 
efforts at civilisation in Asia a blessing to humanity. 

Well; I am aware that the dear friends of Russia 
will always find one reason or another to exculpate 
the :Muscovite civiliser. In this case, they will say that 
the failure cann~t be ascribed to the want of ability 
of the ruler, but rather to the stubborn resistance 
Mohammedan society is offering almost everywhere 
to the civilising attempts of European conquerors; 
and they will quote amongst other things the Mo· 
hammedan of Algeria, and particularly ,the Moslem 
subjects of the Queen-Empress of India. As to the 
latter p~rt of the comparison, we shall speak of it 
hereafter; but to prove the utter inefficiency of the 
civilising efforts of Russia, we must remark that 
she was as unsuccessful with those foreign national 
elements also under her rule, which have become 
Christians long ago, and who, belonging to the 
Greek orthodox faith, were entirely accessible to the 
civilising influence of the Russian Church and State. 
Let us take, as an example, the Tchuvashians, who 
live on the right bank of the Volga, and also on the 
left in fI. so~th-easterly direction as far as Orenburg, 
'and have been since 1524 subjects of the Czar. This 
Turkish people, numbering nearly 600,000 souls, had 
embraced Christianity in 1743; they are continually 
and exclusively in the iron hands of the Russian 
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administration, and have, in spite of being pre
eminently peaceful labourers of the soil, profited 
nothing by the ad vent of their new masters. The 
Tchuvashian is as ignorant and superstitious as before; 
he is only nominally a Christian, and secretly 
worships all the gods of his ancient pagan religion; 
a fact which may be useful to the ethnographer. hut 
which is a standing shame to the success of the Uussian 
civilisation which the friends of this northern power 
have lately trumpeted so much about in the world. 

The state of the U grian population, such as the 
Tcheremissians, V otyaks, Ziryans, and Voguls, may 
be called a still more wretched one. Their daily lifl', 
their mode of thinking, and their social existence 
does not show the slightest influence of western 
civilisation; they have undergone little or no change 
since they came under the fatherly care of the Czar, 
whose Government, content to produce peaceful and 
willing taxpayers, thinks least of ameliorating the 
condition of the life of the people entrusted to its 
care. The result of this wanton neglect is quite 
naturally the gr~dual decrease of the conquered foreign 
elements, who are swallowed up by the bulk of Mus
covitism, as we see in comparing statistical data. of 
only half a century ago with those now ex.tant. The 
Yalilts in the distant north, on the banks of the 
Lena, h:.we dwindled down to nearly one-half of their 
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former number. The Voguls are almost on the point 
of dying out altogether. The Krim-Tartars, a famous 
conquering race, nearly half a million of souls up to 
the beginning of the last century, have sunk to the 
number of 80,000. The same appalling decrease in 
numbers may be n~ticed in the N ogai-Tartars; the 
renowned and independent mountaineers in the 
western Caucasus have almost entirely disappeared; 
and it is no exaggeration when we state that the 
ethnographer, bent upon the description .of the 
foreign races subjected to Russia, must intone a dirge, 
and look about for the spot where the people he 
makes the object of his investigations have formerly 
existed. 

And how can it be otherwise, and how can we 
expect from the Rmisian agency of civilisation any 
better results? In accordance with the ,saying, that 
the river cannot rise higher than the source, it would 
be preposterous to expect from the Russian Govern
ment any degree of culture higher than she was able 
to confer on her own subjects. A society where the 
main principles of administration are wantmg; where 
bribery, embezzlement, and corruption are the order 
of the day; and where every official, either civil or 
military, is looking after his own personal interest, 
and has not the faintest idea of duty, honesty, and 
patriotism; there. it is almost an impossible th~g to 
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get the beneficent rule based upon right and legality, 
so indispensable to the welfare of the masses. u. God 
is in Heaven and the Czar is far off in the north," 
exclaims the poor victim exposed to the unheard-of 
cruelty of Russian officiall4; his tears fall upon the 
ground and his woful eyes look to Heaven, but he 
peacefully and voluntarily submits, and is fleeced like 
a sheep. I could go on picturing the new state of 
things created by Russia in Central Asia, which has 
been made the subject of so many enconiums by her 
fanatic but utterly ignorant and stupid admirers. I 
could and will give on a future occasion extracts from 
letters which have reached me, coming from friend.., of 
mine in Central Asia, full of the most shocking 
de~ails of Russian injustiee and cruelty. But I sup
pose these few indications will suffice to convince tbe 
reader that there is much still left to be desired 
regarding Russian civilisation in Asia, and that we 
are quite justified in asking ourseh'es: Is this the 
noble light of culture, for the sake of which we should 
allow foreign nations to fall under the rule of Russia? 
is _ this achievement a prize for which we ought to 
imperil the imperial power of a State like ~nglandJ 
to whom all humanity is indebted for the most 
generous boons in the .field of social and political 
work, and who has bestowed rare blessings upon the 
peoples entrusted to her care? 
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. I ask, above all, where. is the European whose 
breast would not swell with pride at the glorious 
sight presented to the spectator in India, where' a 
simple and unassuming trading Company began with 
securing a market for its trade, and finished by 
building up a gigantic empire of 1,500,000 square 
miles, with ;:t population of nearly 250,000,000; . an 
empire which surpasses in vastness and importance 
any colony founded, until now, by a conqueror under 
a foreign climate, and under such different social and 
political conditions; an empire where the united 
bteaths ot the conquered races would suffice to blow 
the small element ~epresenting the conquering race 
into the ~ea, yet where, nevertheless, the shadow Qf a 
single Briton suffices to overawe' the vast multitudes, 
and to ensure obedience and respect for the doctrines 
of the civilisation imported from the distant West P 
I repeat that this aspect cannot leave the spectator of 
this extraordinary scene cold and indifferent; for he 
must finq. there the undeniable glorification of our 
western culture"the true success which ha~ crowned the 
indomitable courage, the rare pluck and perseverance 
of the men brought up in'the principles of the ~est 
light of modem civilisation; and ultimately he will 
perceive that'liberal institutions, supported by a sense 
of justice and right, can thrive even on Asiatic soil. 

. H the high terms in which I speak of England's 
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doings in India should be taken for an outburst of 
unconditional admiration, I will only point to the fact 
that it is the ex-dervish, the ex-effendi, and the tran'l
Ier amongst Ea'5tern people as one of thrIDReln's, who 
Rpeaks in these lines; it is the ~tudent of Ea.",lI'rIl cluJ.
raeter, for years and years, who got the conviction that 
it is easier to take a laden camel through a needle's eye, 
than to penetrate the obstinately conservative mind of 
an Oriental with anything lilee reform, inno,-ation, and 
new ideas. If now I add that Hindostan is the cradle 
and the fountain-head of all those qualities which con
stitute the true and unadulterated mode of Eastern 
thinking, with all its queer notions of life, of politics, 
and religion, my gentle reader will easily perceive the 
utter astonishment I feel on seeing the success 
English civilisers have obtained hitherto in that very 
hot-bed of Asiaticism in India. It is those only, in 
fact, who, have been eye-witnesses of the extraordinary 
exertions and struggl.es which preceded even the 
most insignificant reform in Turkey and in Persia; 
only those who have seen how the good intentions of 
the native rulers were shipwrecked on the immovable 
rock of superstition, blind fatalism, and inveterate wil
fulness; who will be adequate to appreciate the work 
done, up to this time, by the English. I suppm:e I 
am not expected to furnish here even an approximate 
list of the respective details, for, what the bulky 
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volumes 9f H. S. Cunningham's te, British India and 
its RuTers," or- "Sir Richard Temple's te India in 
1880," were able to give only in outline, though well 
defined, I could but with difficulty compress into the 
narrow limits of one chapter. I am only touching 
the main figu'res of this grand tableau, when I say 
that the spirit of our western civilisation is spreading 
like a spell over the vast tracts of this classic soil of 
Asiaticism, and the dawn of a' new era can only re
main un,known to those who, blinded by envy and 
intentional misconception, are eager to detect faults 
and shortcomings there, where splendid results have 
been patent and obvious. 

We generally read on the Continent that these 
advantages of a better civilisation are dearly bought 
by the natives, at the price of extraordinarily heavy 
taxation j and cavillers go so far as to pretend that 
the r!Jot is more heavily burdened than any peasantry 
in Europe. To refute such an assert~on, I will quote 
the very words which an Indian, not conspicuous for 
his English sympathies, said to ~e on this subject 
one day :-" In the time of our native rulers we 
could escape taxation through bribery and disorders 
in the administration, for several years' consecutively; 
we amassed a good amount of fat; bq.t of what use 
was it? The Rajah, or any of his officials, suddenly 
swooped down upon us, and we had to pay not 0!1ly 

M 
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the fat, but sometimes also the skin, and the bones in 
the bargain. Now we are very much like a milch
cow; we are regularly fed by order, and justice intro
duced into the administration of the foreigners j but 
we are also regularly milked by them, and the end of 
it is that we save some fat, our 8kin and bones, und 
on the whole, go on tolerably weI}," 

Turning from the parable of this Oriental, 
we may advert to official data, in quoting as to 
the scale of existing taxation the following' extract 
from the report by the Famine Commis~ion:

"The general incidence of all taxation, including 
the land revenue in this term, on the whole popu
lation is 4s. a head. The landed classes pay 
about 5s. 6d. (44 annas) per head; but, excluuing 
the revenue they pay for their land to the State, 
their share of taxation is Is. Od. (14 anna!ii) per 
head. The agricultural labourers pay taxes on their 
liquor and salt, amounting to Is. 8d. (or 13! annas) 
per head, or each family pays about a fortnight's 
wages in the year. 'fhe artisans pay about 28. (1 G 
annas) each, or about the average earnings of five 
working days. Traders pay 3s. 3d. (20 annas) each. 
But any native of India who does not trade or own 
land, and who chooses to drink no spiritUOUR liquor 
or to use no English cloth or iron, need pay in taxa
tion only about 7d. a year on account of tlle salt he 
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consumes personally; • and on a family of three 
persons the charge amounts to ] s. 9d., or about four 
days' wages of a labouring man and his wife." 

Now, I would ask the bilious critics of Great 
. Britain: whether the above-quoted taxation really be 

such a heavy price for the security which the natives 
of India. enjoy; for the alleviation from the tyralmy 
and despotism ~hey had formerly to endure under the 
rule of their native princes; fo! the enlightenment 
they get in schools supported. by the Government; for 
the vastly improved means of communication; and, in 

. a word, for all the requirements of civilised life and 
modern progress? If wild detractors of England are 
indifferent to the fact that horrid crimes, such as the 
17ta!Ji, consisting of waylaying and strangling travel
lers on lonely roadsides, and IJacoity, or gang-robbery, 
thriying- formerly by reason of the fierceness and 
audacity of some classes, coupled with the timidity of' 
others, have almost entirely disappeared, and that 
according ~o an 'Oriental saying, "A. child can go 
on public'roads carrying a bas~et full of gold on its 
head," owing to the safety produced by the police, I, 
for one, cannot share their in~ifference, Temembering 
as I do the fear and anxiety travellers and caravans 
are exposed to in: the different: countries of Moham
medan Asia, nay, even in'Russian Caucasia. It is the 
stern rule of the British which made th" old crime of 

M 2 
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Sali cease, whereby Hindoo widows were burned aliv(· 
on the funeral pyres of their husbands; and it is the 
same rule which has done away with the shorking 
f('male iufanticides, by which hundreds of tholl!'uwls 
of poor innocent beings Ilave been annually drowned 
in the holy waters of the Ganges. It is owing to tIle 
iron hand of British rule that rioting and ui~turh
anees arising from the hatred and fanaticism of the 
various sects and creeds, that kidnapping, forgery, 
adultl)ry, and perjury are kept down, far better tban 
was formerly the case by the tenets of the religion of 

the natives, and by the venal officers of the Uajahs. 
The English law knows no difference between creeus 
and colour, or caste and rank; and I can fairly imagine 
the astonishment the lIindoo subjects of the Empress 
must experience when the English tribunal gives 
judgment in favour of the native, where an Eng]isb
man is the plaintiff, and when he finds that a verdict 
is returned ag~inst even the Government itself; and 
that of all places, in the East, where the proverb 
exists: "In a lawsuit against the Padishah the 
Prophet be ~hy lawyer." 

Next to introducing order and security into social 
and public life, the English Government have taken 
particular care to ameliorate the condition of the agri
cultural class, and to raise the productiveness of the 
$oil. Asiatic countries depend, as is gener.illy known, 
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on irrigation conducted from springs by ingenious 
contrivances, as a substitute for rain, the main source 
of fertility in temperate climates, but rare in the arid 
zones of the East. These irrigation canals constitute 
the real wealth and prosperity of Asiatic countries. 
In ancient times, the Eastern potentates were anxious 
to immortalise their names by creating such con
trivances, but the rotten and decayed Moham
medan world has long since ceased to assist step
motherly nature by digging canals. English rulers 
have therefore done a great work in reviving in 
India the times, past long ago, of the greatness of 
the native princes; they have partly restored the 
old existing, irrigation canals, partly dug new ones, 
at considerable expense. To form an idea of the 
magnitude of the canal system of British India thus 
created, we may mention that the total length of the 
main canals and branches in the Presidences of Bengal, 
:Madras and Bombay, amounts to 4,900 miles, of 
those of the Pendjab to 1,550, of Sind to 5,600, and 
in Northern India to 8,300; altogether to 20,350 
miles, not including, however, the distributaries and 
other lesser canals not sufficiently known. The area 
now irrigated amounts to 1,900,000 acres in Madras 
and Bombay, 360,000 acres in Behar and Orissa, 
1,450,000 acres in. the north-western provinces, 
1,350,000 acres in the PendjabJ and 1,250,000 acres in 
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Sind; in all 0,310,000 acres, or nearly "ix and a. ha.lf 
millions of acres. The capital outlay by the Htate 
on this canal system may be set down about twenty 
and a quarter millions sterling, on which the net 
returns yield an interest of t5ix per cent. (Sir 
Richard Temple, " India in 18~0.") In reading this 
account, we shall easily understand how India was 
able to send last year to England 10,000,000 cwt. of 
wheat, whereas ten years ago it sent only 1,000,000 j 
an export ::;ensibly felt in South Russia, Hungary, 
and all over Europe, but particularly in America; 
an export which will presumably assume still larger 
dimensions, and greatly influence the corn trade of 
the world. 

In speaking of these successful strides made by 
England in raising the agriculture of India, we 
cannot omit mentioni~g that Russia, too, had the 
intention of imitating her British rival, and began, 
nearly ten years ago, to dig a canal from the Yaxarte~ 
river to the so-called Hungry Steppe. The work \Va!' 
initiated with a great deal of fuss, but, owing to the 
embezzlements committed by the officers entrusted 
with it, it soon turned out a fa.ilure. The pockets ()f 
the officers may have been satiated, but the Steppe is 
as IUt1lgry as ever it was. , 

Where, in spite of the efforts of the Government, 
natural calamities have fru~trn:ted the work of the 
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agricul~st, and the country has been visited by 
famine, the Government has, on every occasion, put 
forth signal efforts for alleviation, and has thereby 
done much good to the suffering people. From 1873 
to 1879, several districts have been visited by the 
terrible plague of famine. We then saw the touch
ing spectacle of how the Christian inhabitants of the 
distant west, namely, the people of England, hastened 
to succour their starving brethren in the distant 
Brahminic and Moslem East. To the appeal 
of the English, Press, thousands and thousands 
responded by voluntary contribution; the Lord 
Mayor of London put himself at the head of the 
movement, and the sums collected on two occasions 
alone amounted to nearly one million sterling. It 
may be well imagined what moral effect this 
assistance had upon the fanatic Mohammedans of 
India, who, in a similar case, would have refused to 
give even a farthing to the Christian sufferer. The 
Government performed its part by undertaking an 
extraordinary variety of useful works, by employing 
several millions of persons, by feeding with gratuitous 
charity several millions more, and by incurring an 
expenditure which from 1874 to 1879, h;ts been 
reckoned at the grand total. of sixteen millions 
sterling. 

In turning to the enlightenment given to the 
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natives of India by their foreign rulers, we may 
fairly state that education and literature :were bardly 
ever patronised by the native rulers, in the time of 
their greatest glory, to such an extent as we find 
to-day under the foreign Christian conqueror. 'l'he 
1.fohammedans may well boast that their propl1et said: 
" Indulge in learning from the cradle to the grave," 
or, "Go after science, be it even at tllC frontier of 
China;" but I can assure my readers that learning 
and science never enjoyed at the hantls of l\foham
medan princes that extraordinary care our theoretical 
students, buried in their libraries, are flO anxious to 
discover in some of the great princes of the :Mo
hammedan world. Their learning and science chiefly 
consisted of theology, grammar, and scholastic specu
lation, and was the common property of a very 
restricted number of men; whilst the learning and 
science patronised by the representatives of our cul
ture in India, aims at the diffusion of light amongst 
the larger masses, prints books and tracts for the 
people, and, by raising the standard of intelligence, 
strikes a deadly blow at the distinctions of caste and 
rank. 

The educational system carried on through 
primary and normal schools, and the three universi
ties of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, costs the 
Government of India annually the sum of £800,000, 
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or about one-fortieth part of the net available revenue. 
There are 65,500 institutions, including schools and 
colleges of all sorts, and the number of students 
amounts to nearly two Jpillions, out of which 72,200 
are girls, at schools maintained for them especially. 
This number or'school-attending children is certainly 
not very large, for it shows only nine scholars to a 
thousand of the population; but where do we find, in 
the Mohammedan world, a similar average percentage, 
and what is the number of Bashkir, Kazan-Tartar, and 
Tschuvashian students, supported by Russia, when 
compared with the above percentage? Observe, be
sides, that out of these colleges and universities sup
ported by the British Governme~t issu~s annually a 
large number of natives, conversant not only with 
English literature, but .also .with various branches of 
the modern sciences: and to find a swarthy-looking 
Asiatic quoting Shakespeare, Virgil. and Homer, is 
an extraordinary but not unusual spectacle. With 
regard to literature, we must mention that many 
valuable works, on History, Belles-Lettre8, nay, even 
on Mohammedan and Brahminic theology, have been 
published at the expense of the Government in the 
native languages. In the course of only one year 
4,900 have been published, of which 550 are in 
English, 3,0~O in the vernacular, 7,730 in the clas
sicallangages of India, and 570 in more than one 
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language. Finally, let us add that vernacular news
papers, freely discussing and criticising the go\·crn. 
mental and political affairs of the country, are in. 
creasing and spreading from day to day, and ulmo~t 
begin to vie, in their free and unrestrained la.nguage, 
with the press of the English mother-country. Their 
number amounts to several hundreds, and their circu
lation to several hundred thousand copies. 

'Ve shall conclude the comparison between the 
Russian and English civilising efforts, by alluuing to 
the great facilities and rapidity afforded in locomo
tion through the construction of railways in India. 
The total length of the lines amounteu in 1 ~73 to 
5,671, in 1880 to 8,GB, and in 1883 to 10,317 mile!", 
an immense net of railways spanning the Peninsula. 
in every direction, the capital expended upon which 
amounts to beyond two hundred millions sterling, 
part of it belonging to the guaranteed companies, 
part to the Government, and one part to the nath'e 
States. It is true the English themselves profit most 
by the railways, inasmuch as they can use the variou.1I 
lines for strategical purposes, and in devf'loping the 
trade of India; but there accrues no less benefit to 
the natives themselves, enabled as they are to travel 
at fares that I may say are the cheapest in the whole 
world. 

Considering the vaRt amount of comforts given to 
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the natives for'the ·tax.es they have to pay to the 
Government, we must say that the idea prevailing 
throughout all Europe that Gr~t Britain is impover
ishing India, and g~tting rich by it, is preposterous 
from beginning to end. If we take, for exa.mple, the 
data furnished by Sir Richard Temple, we shall find 
that the ordinary revenue and receipts amounted in 
IS80 to something like sixty-seven millions, whilst 
the ordinru.·y expenditure has risen to sixty-seven and 
a half and sixty-six and three-quarter millions during 
the years 1879-80 anq 1880-81. It is therefore 
ridiculous to sur'mise, as the enemies of England do, 
that the exchequer of the State gets annually a large 
surplus from the Indian finances. What England 
gets from India. we shall speak of in the next chapter; 
but here we have lonly intended to draw a comparison 
between the ways and means the two representatives 
of our western culture in Asia. have hitherto em
ployed to spread the era of a better civilisation, and 
to diffuse amongst Orientals the idea that the result 
of our conquests, though based upon the superiority 
of material strength, is to confer upon mankind 
in the distant East the true blessings of our better 
ciyilisation, which we are so j.ustly proud of. In 
Russia the people, also subdued by the superiority 
of strength, are either disappearing entirely, or 
linger in a miserable existence under the horrid 
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abnses, tyranny, and di!'lorder of utterly corrupt 
Russian officials, and the dawn of a better ('ra is Htill 
llidden in the far future; whilst cc the m:lS~ of the 
teeming Indian population desire nothing so much a~ 
that Rort of repose which they enjoy under the strong, 
mild, and just rule of England, where every man 
gathers in quid the fruits of his toil, is not forc(,ll to 
render up his good against his will, sleeps without 
fear of violence, has redress for wrongs clone tt) him 
by his neighbour, performs his religious rites, alHl 
follows his caste observances undisturbed, and liftK 
his eyes towards the State as to a father." 

I ask, therefore, can any sober-minded, hont'st 
European still doubt as to whom he ought to brive 
preference in the work of civilising Asia? and is it 
not a shame that the various nations of Europe, in
fluenced by petty rivalries and national vanities, are 
often blinded to such an extent as to extol Uussia at 
the expense of England? 

Wpere the sacred cause of humanity is invo}yed, 
there one's views ought not to be confined to national 
limits; they ought to soar beyond, and honestly try 
to lift themselves up to the mental and moral ntti
tude which ensures the largest and broadest look-out. 
As long as the national idea is most forward in the 
struggle for civilisation, which I consider identical 
with humanity, it is worthy of .the devotion of every 
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true man; but from the moment tllat, forgetful of its 
glorious task, the idea becomes pernicious, assail
ing the noble object of civilisation it once struggled 
for and defended, I exclaim-'" Perish such an idea; 
let national lines be obliterated, if they are nought 
but barriers upon which unblushing egotism and un
reasoning enmity between nation and nation are 
inscribed. " 

I allude, in speaking thus, to the ignominious 
behaviour of a. certain po~tion of the German and 
French Press during the late differences between 
England and Russia in Central Asia.- to cer· 
tain writers who, forgetful of the glorious work 
hitherto done, by England in Asia, were already 
exulting with triumph at the prospect of what they 
thought the near end of Great Britain, and, extol
ling semi-barbarous and despotic Russia, were ready 
to de~troy the p~e8ti!le of the very nation whose 
banner has always been, and is, the harbinger of a 
new and better world in the distant regions of the 
East, and whose shores have proved hitherto the 
safest asylum of Frenchmen and Germans persecuted 
for political ideas. 



CHAPTER XII. 

WHY OUGHT ENGLAND TO RETAIN INDIA? 

FRO}[ the comparison we drew in the foregoing 
chapter between the doings of Russia and Great 
Britain in Asia, it has become obviously patent tllat 
England's position in India must enlist the interest 
of every European from a humanitarian point of 
view, and it is, therefore, our duty to support, to the 
best of our abilities, that agency which most faith
fully represents our 'V ~stern culture, and which, as 
the real embodiment of what we call EllropeanislII, 
is best fitted for the onerous but glorious task of 
spreading in future also, the light of our 'Vestern 
civilisation, to which we intend to convert the mas~es 
of Asiatics who are still groaning under the yoke of 
an old and effete epoch. lIoreover, I would bring 
home the conviction to all Englishmen that they 
have to persevere in ~he ambition of their forefathers, 
and are, so to say, in honour bound to retain India, 
the field of their civilising action during more than 
a hundred years. 
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I may be laughed at for speaking of a neces8ity 
at a time when -the struggle for retention is in pre .. 
paration. But my insinuation is not so groundless 
as it seems to be, for I had abundant cause to notice 
that, in spite of the zeal and enthusiasm for the 
national honour prevailing amongst a large portion 
of the British public, there still is a considerable 
fraction with whom the idea of the possession of 
India is a matter of utter indifference--a fraction 
which has invented the famous saying, CI Perish 
India "-and which 'goes even so far as to be de
lighted to "see burst" that horrid beast called the , 
British lion. The origin of this rather extraordinary 
sentiment-what I would stY,Ie a mental aberralion
may be- easiI y discovered, if we view the extraordinary 
struggle for daily life. going on in the densely
peopled island, where the division of wealt~ and pro· 
perty is so very uneven, and where the prepondera
ting poorer classes are naturally led into such argu
ments as: What need they care about the prosperity, 
well-being, and enlightenment of distant races, when 
help and assistance are so urgently wanted at home; 
and, more than. that, why should the taxes extorted 
from them be spent upon the prosecution of an im
perial policy, by which, as they very unjustly remark, 
only the upper ten, thousand are profiting? These 
arguments, the outflow of ultra-Liberal or Radical 
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tendencies, have been variously supported by the 
views of statesmen who, over-confident in the indus
trial and commercial pro£perity of the United King
dom, were short-sighted enough to maintain that 
England can stand by itself alone, and that 8h(' does 
not want colonies at all for her natural grcatne!'s. 

Now, in order to prove the uttcr fallacy of 6uch 
theories, it will be quite sufficient to draw the atten
tion of the reader to the great advantages England 
derives from her Indian possessions through her 
commercial connections and shipping; connections 
which are continually increasing, so that out of the 
154,000,000 sterling at which the total trade of India 
was valued, the lion's share fell decidedly to England. 

"The total exports of British produce from the 
United Kingdom are valued at £240,000,000 a year; 
the total value of our exports of British produce to 
India is £32,000,000, i.e., more than one-eighth. 
This sum does not include £6,000,000 of treasure, 
and £3,000,000 of foreign produce, which gives em
ployment to our shipping, though it does not give 
work to our manufactories. £32,000,000, therefore, 
represents the. amount of English goods for which 
we find a. market in India.. That is, it is worth . 
£5,ODO',OOO more to us than the Unite<l States, and a 
third again as much as Australia. 

"The most important articles of this trade are 
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cottons, metals, machinery, .railway plant, woollen 
goods, and coal. Of these, cotton is the most valuable. 
In 1882-83 our whole export of cotton ~om Lanca
shire was worth £76,000,000; of that India took 
£25,000,000, that is, India is wor~h as a customer to 
Lancashire half as much as all the rest of the world put 
together. Of the next importance is the metal trade, 
worth £6,000,000. This includes cutlery from Shef
field and Birmingham, and copper from Swansea. 
Next, machinery j of this we sent £1,750,000, chiefly 
from Leeds, Manchester, and Glasgow. Next, railway 
plant, valued at £1,500,{)OO, Ghiefly from Leeds, 
Middlesbrou~h, Sheffield, Birmingham, Barrow, and 
Bristol. The trade in woollen is worth £1,250,000 
to the West Riding of Yorkshire, and the coal trade 
£1,000,000." (Professor Cyril Ransome, " Our 
Colonies and India," London, 1885.) 

The profits derived in thi& way do not certainly 
form a contemptible portio~ of the wealth. of Great 
Britain, and I am really curious to know where and 
how the much boasted-of industrial an.d commercial 
activity of Great Britain would find a market, if 
India did belong to any other Power of Europe. It 
would be sufficient. to allude to the fact that, from 
the time Russia took possession of the Central Asian 
khanates, the English trade through Afghanistan to 
Bokhara has greatly diminished, and the exorbitantly 

N 
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prohibitive duties introduced by RUHSia. may well re
sult in entirely locking out British trade from tlle 
country beyond the Oxus, as well as from northern 
Persia. Tea, cotton, and iron-wares, have been almost 
totally supplanted by Russian articles in the same 
line, and there is no exaggeration in assuming that 
every move of the Northern colossus towa.rds the 
south is a blow to British trade and industry. 

Besides the commercial benefits, we may well 
take into account the appointments and salaries drawn 
by Englishmen in the Indian Service, as well a.~ the 
pensions they obtain, after a comparatively short 
service, from the Exchequer of India, and which, 
with few exceptions, is spent in the insular home. 
The number of covenanted Civil Service officers in 
India amounts to nearly one thousand, and the 
number of those European officials who are termed 
uncovenanted, employed as railway and telegraph 
officials, ~ the medical department, etc., is still more 
considerable, and if we add to these the 4,570 com
missioned officers, we shall get a good number of 
those Britons who, in no small degree. contribute to 
English wealth by spending the bard-earned Indian 
savings in their British homes. last, not least, we 
would poin~ out the immensely large sums of English 
capital invested in Indian railways, irrigation canals, 
and other concerns, and, particularly, the thousands 
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of English :merchants, owners of mills, manufacturers 
.of indigo and tea plantations, of smpping, etc., who 
work the country in every direction for the benefit of 
British capital; and the inference is glaringly self
evident that the possession of India is not to be' 
trifled with, and that a loss of this dependency would 
be a deadly blow to the British nation and State. 

In passing to the moral standing Great Britain 
enjoys through her Indian possessions, I shall begin 
with pointing to the respect and consideration the 
British conquests in the distant East have secured to 
our' whole European world, and to our Christian 
civilisation in general, among all the inhabitants of 
Asia. The name of Feringhi, i.e., European, by 
which Englishmen are known in India,_ China, 
Persia, and Tartary as far as Tobolsk, has obtained a 
lustre unparalleled, hitherto, in the history of 
mankind, and I very much doubt whether the name 
of RUin, by which the old Romans were known in 
these outlying regions of the Asiatic world, could 
ever boast of the 'Splendour enjoyed by the name of 
Feringhi. The conquest of India has ever been the 
ne plus ultra of political might and power of the 
Asiatics; it was the radiant gem in, the crown of 
Djenghis, Timur, and Nadir; and, quite recently, it 
has become the light which .has dazzled the eyes. of 
the Eastern peoples, for whenever' I heard ill my 

N 2 
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lonely wanderings the greatness of the 'Vest extolled, 
the instance quoted always was, that the Feringhis 
have overthrown the throne of the 1iIogul, and have 
become possessors of the proverbial treasures of India. 
The moral presti!le of this conquest was, therefore, of 
almost equal importance with the introduction of 
steam navigation on the waters of eastern Asia, for 
it struck terror into the hearts of China, Japan, and 
the whole of eastern Asia, and has greatJy con· 
tributed to our supremacy in those parts of the 
world. To these moral achievements belong, besides, 
the services the English have rendered, and are still 
rendering, to European science, by having opened a 
large store of information regarding the history, the 
languages, and the archreology of India. 'Vithout 
the valuable works of William Jones, Richardson, 
Horace Hayman Wilson, John Muir, :Monier 
Williams, and a great many others, we could hardly 
pursue our Persian and Sanscrit studies in the way 
we are now enabled to do, for they have laid the 
foundation of our modem investigations, just as the 
valuable publications in Oriental literature made by 
Alexander Korosy de Csoma., Sprenger, Nassau Lees, 
Raverty, Prinsep, Fergusson, and others, would have 
been impossible without the assistance of the Anglo
Indian . Government ; and, finally, it was the English 
standing in India w~ich has enabled us to study the 
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adjacent countries-nay, to get acquainted with the 
past and present of nearly half Asia. 

It is, therefore, in consideration of the strictly 
and purely humanitarian part which England plays 
in India, that every European must feel a lively in
terest in the maintenance of British rule in India. 
He must be convinced of the indisputable fact that, 
with the retreat of the English from that ~eninsula, 
either the most horrible anarchy will ensue, and 
rapine, bloodshed, and murder take the place of the 
present settled, and peaceful condition of the country 
-for India was never able to govern herself-or that 
the barbarous despotism of Russia will inaugurate 
a new era of Asiatic disorders, and sweep away every 
trace of that glorious building erected through the 
skill, perseverance, and heroism of England. 

It may be that, at a ~tant future, the various popu
lations of India, gradually getting sufficiently trained 
in the principles of self-government, and acquiring the 
necessary notions of our Western culture, may do 
without the leading strings indispensable for the pre
sent, and may be able to stand on .their own feet. I 
say such a time may come, and must come: but ~hen 
the pupil will separate from its master, not with blood
stained hands, but on, the most friendly terms, and 
the relations between the conqueror and the con
quered will naturally change into affectionate memory 
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and tics of intimate friendship. Dut since that time 
is, as I said, a good way off, Englishmen must I09k 
with pride at the task still before them. They have 
done half of the work only, and they must not shrink 
from the responsibility and trouble of doing the 
other half. The deep sense of duty, a special heritage 
of the English nation, handed down to them from 
the days of their Puritan ancestors, has made them 
scorn the idea of holding rule over others solely to 
benefit themselves. This feeling-I use the words 
of Professor Ransome-ha., never been stronger than 
at the present day; and, I may add, that I hope it 
will retain its strength in upholding her beneficial 
rule over India for many, many generations to come. 

In order to effect this purpose, it is of urgent 
necessity that a great change should take place in the 
minds of the English people concerning their vicwl:I 
on the value of India. Before all, it is that ominous 
and disastrous indifference, coupled \\;th unpardonable 
ignorance in m~tters connected with India, which 
must decidedly give way to a. lively interest and to 
a continuous care for this question of national im· 
portance. The nation at large must be penetrated by 
the glory of its position, and ought not to shrug 
shoulders when India, Afghanistan, and Central Asia 
become the topics of public discussion. 

During the twenty.two years that I have been 
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connected with the literature of this political ques
tion, and whilst on my various lecturing tours in 
every direction of the United Kingdom, I was always 
astonished ~d painfully surprised upon seeing how 
little the British public at large cares about India, and 
what inadequate proportion the authorities bear to 
the importance of the question. The number of those 
who formerly busied themselves with a thorough 
investigation of Central Asia has of late fearfully 
diminished in England; no wonder that criminal 
indifference was rapidly spreading. and that astute 
Russia, making the best of this English national 
mistake, could easily progress on her way, and feign'
ing amity could, with the assassin's dagger concealed 
from view, steadily approach unwary England. I 
am sure that, from the moment when Englishmen 
will cease to discuss the question whether India ought 
to be given up or retained, and when solid watchful
ness will displace the present apathy, then the posi
tion of Great Britain in India and throughout all 
Asia will change at once. Russia, her great and most 
formidable rival, will see that the period of constant 
trumperies is at an end, that she will have to face, 
henceforward, not the whimsical views of party poli
ticians, but the will of a great and mighty nation, a 
nation jealous of its honour, and ready to defend her 
banner with all her available resources. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

MYSELP AND MY PRESENT nOOK. 

To speak of one self i8, according to an Oriental say" 
ing, " the businc~s of the devil." It is, indeed, a mONt 

unpleasant business, and if I do it nevertheless, I 
feel actuated by motives I cannot leave unexplained 
on the present occasion. The position·of a foreigner, 
coming forward to defend the interests of a country 
not his own, of a people to whom he is an alien, is 
certainly a very rare occurrence in the history of 
political literature and politics in ,general. I do not 
wonder at all to see myself accused as a' fanatic, as 
a maniac, as a man whose fancy is totally incom
prehensible, and for whose doings people could find 
the only explanation in his Hungarian nationality, a 
vie.w which I frequently found expressed in the 
following sentence :-" Professor Yambery is a Hun
garian, carrying in his breast, in indelible characters, 
hatred of Russia. He cannot forget ~84S, when 
General Paskievitch compelled his countrymen to lay 
down their arms raised against Austria.. He is con-
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tinually brooding revenge, and thence his constant 
efforts to embroil us with Russia." Well, I dare to say 
this supposition is utterly f~lse. I entered the arena 
of political discussion, as I have already stated else
where, from motives strictly humanitarian, and I 

. am -in no way influenced either by my national 
feelings involving antipathies against Russia, or by 
any special predilection for, or unconditional admira
tion of the English. I' have been often taken to task 
as to why I cared as a student, and as a professor of 
Oriental languages, for' politics in general; politics 
which lie outsiq.e the sphere of a strictly theoretical 
man, and may be called quite an out of the way 
occupation for anybody whose attenti-on is supposed 
to be absorbed by languages, hi~tory, and ethnology. 
My answer has always been, and is even no~, that 
there is a great difference between the student· who 
spends his life in his library, viewing things from 
a distance, and the traveller, who moves on the 
field of practical experience, and. who, assuredly, is 
more vividly impressed by what he hears and sees 
around him. The traveller lives and breathes for a 
long time, if not during his whole life', with the 
peoples and nations he came across in his journeys, 
and whom he has made the special subject of his 
inquiries. He likes to indulge in speculations about 
their future; he is eagerly bent upon ameliorating 
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their condition; and as the future of such nations is 
intimately connected with the daily question of 
European politics, the traveller is, so to say, drag-g('d 
into the field of political speculation, and cannot help 
becoming a politician himself. 

Similar rea"lons account for my so-called Engli~h 
sympathies. If an Oricntalist cann'ot be prevcnted 
from becoming a so-called politician, he should not 
be censured for fpllowing in his political lines the 
principle of true liberty, and from paying his tribute 
of admiration to that portion of the European world 
which he finds to be at the top of our civilisation, 
and where he perceives all those qualities and con
ditions which constitute fhe purest and most perfect 
light of our western cll:1ture. There may be, and 
there no doubt are, nations more deeply versed in 
abstruse learning, more peaceful, and more imagina
tive than the English; but there certainly is none so 
free and independent in their private and in public 
life. None can boast of those liberal institutions, 
none of being able to appreciate so thoroughly the 
value of individual and independent action in private 
concerns and in public affairs. No,,~, I cannot help 
saying that, with me, liberty and freedom is the 
highest sign of perfection; and not only do I expect 
the free man to show an earnest zeal to liberate 
others, but I consider such a man to be the most 
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appropriate instrument for accomplishing that pur
pose. Only a free man is capable of great deeds; 
only he can wipe out the superstitions and vices of 
decaying Asia; and for these reasons it is that my 
sympathies are with the English, whose superior 
manhood, fearlessness and self-respect, enables them 
to carry through the regeneration of Asia more 
successfully than any of the European nations 
extant. 

I need scarcely say that these sympathies of mine 
do not interfere with my forming a fair judgment on 
the drawbacks of the English character, drawbacks 
which are of little or no harm at all in their doings' 
in Asia, and may at most be an impediment to their 
internal progress, a- state of things which I feel I 
haTe neither the right nor the ability to criticise, and 
which will always remain outside the pale of my 
political writings. 

It is in connection with this view that I found it 
rather absurd to see myself classified by certain people 
as belonging to the Conservative party. I have 
nothing to do with party politics in England, and 
the only reason for seeing myself identifi"ed with the 
interests of this party may be found ill the circum
stance that this party has of'late years shown a more 
pronounced tendency to support the Imperial policy ; 
it has manifested greater zeal for the maintenance of 
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those foreign possessions which constitute the glory 
of English enterprise, and bas shown greater skill 
and superior statesmanship in the preservation of the 
pre8tige of Great Britain all over the globe. This 
party may, therefore, be styled more British,' mOTe 
manly, and more actiye in the service of humanity 
abroad than the other party, which, for reasons I do 
not care to inquire into here, has greatly injured 
England's standing abroad, and has got decidedly an 
unlucky hand in foreign affairs. This disproportion 
in success is, I think, quite sufficient to turn any· 
body interested in England's successes in Asia to the 
party of more active and luckier politicians, and this 
is my sole reason for siding with the Conservatives 
and with their policy in Asia . 

. I suppose it was this false supposition that has 
exposed me, during the last year, so frequently to the 
attacks of over·zealous Liberals, and has snbjected 
my writings to sundry misinterpretations. 'Vhilst, 
in former years, I had attracted the ill· will of such 
Continental writers only as, blinded by their hatred 
of England, have rushed at me with all kinds of 
invectives and imputations, I had of late the rare 
luck of getting hits from the other side of the Chan
nel too, partly in the so-called Liberal Press, partly 
in private letters sent to me to Buda Pesth. As an 
old writer, I am not at all sensitive to the asperity of 
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-criticism. on the contrary, I greatly enjoy it, and, in 
order to show to .the reader some specimens of these 
effusions of Liberal tenderness, I beg leave to publish 

_ two of those epistles :- -
"LONDON, 9th Feb., 1880. 

" To PROFESSOR V AMBERY, 

" The University, Buda Pesth. 

"SIR,-Being, I presume, a blasted Austrian or Hungarian, I 
can understand your sympathy with ~he manly, energetic, and 
wiSe policy of this Government. At the same time, I should 
advise you to keep your advice to yourself with regard to the 
British policy in Asia, as although, no doubt, you are very clever, 
thank God we have in this country men who are, perhaps, as far-
seeing as you make yourself out to be. ' 

" Yours obediently, 

"A. R." 

" 3rd April, 1885. 
"PROFESSOR V AMBltRY • 

. (" Please note.-You cannot truthfully deny any
thing here stated in your lec~es, as you are supported 
by the Jingonastic Conservatives.) 

"SIR,-Did it ever occur ~ you that the English people (all 
classes) can best f9rm an opinion on the so-called dispute between 
England and Russia without the aid of a foreigner to assist them, 
as it is a. quarter of a century since you travelled in some of those 
parts 1 • 

" What would the Hungarian people think of an Englishman 
giving them advice-even by a lecture-if Hungary had a dis
pute with another country 1 Even we can see through it-the 
old hatred of the old Hungarians towards Russia because of her 
aid to Austria to keep your country united to her. There is no 
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war fever in this country by the great hulk of the people t'lCPl,t 
what is kept up by a certain class of Press-writers to certain 
papers who represent the upper class, who are interested wit.h 
India., and now hold up Russia as a 'bogey.' Even your Mr. 
Marvin is a well-known alarmist, and is of no age to have any 
practical experience, although he seta himself up to be even u 
great an authority as Lord Granville, our great Foreign llinist<'r. 
Why, it is only four years ago we killed &lld wounded 5,000 
Afghans, and attempted to &llnex a large part of their kingdom. 
Russia had good excuse then to complain far more than we now 
about this debatable laJ;ld, which, you know, is not inhabiW Ly 
Afghans, but by Turkomans. 

" In fact, black as you paint Russia in your lecture, it is white 
compared with our English annexations and a~"Te8ljion in the 
various states forming India. Read the conquest of India by 
the East India Company, and afterwanls under t.he EnglWl 
Crown. 

"This India is no good to the industrial classes of this 
country-it is a receiving house for appointmenta for the Upper 
Ten to all kinds of positions. The parties you lecture to, they 
are only a. class in this country, &lld not the people at large. It 
was only a short time ago we had to advance India ,£200,000 to 
assist her after the famine. 

"Yours respectfully. 

"W. R." 

Such flattering testimonials of my political ac
tivity, in England, are perhaps very little of an 
encouraging nature, and I can easily imagine how 
delighted my Russian friends will be in reading these 

. acknowledgments received for my services. But I 
can afford them the consolation that these 'outbursts 
of fanaticism, coming as they do mostly from over-
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heated ~rains, are scarcely worth noticing, ~onsidering 
the really un~eserved approval I have met with for 
the last twenty years at the hands of a large majority 
of the indulgent British public. It was particularly 
my last lecturing tour in England which has' given 
me the full conviction that my various writings, 
although derided in certain quarters and at certain 
periods, have not fallen to the ground. The warning 
voice which I have raised at various times, when a 
seemingly cloudless sky deluded the intentionally care
less crowd of politicians, has not echoed away, but left 
an impression on the minds of a few thinking Eng
lishmen. My gratitude to them is boundless; it is 
owing to this grutitude that I undertook to write ~he 
present book, which, destined for a larger circulation, 
will, . I fondly hope, rouse the masses also to the 
necessity of an active, patriotic, and decIsive policy 
as to Russia. 

And lasUy, it is this feeling of thankfulness 
which animates me to go on as before, unflinchingly, 
in the path of my political writing. 

By doing so I am in hopes to achieve two pur
poses-one, to draw the attention of Europe in 
general, to the excessive increase of the power of 
barbartus and -despotic Russia; a power obtained 
through the connivance of our miserable' diplomacy, 
and fraught with dangers to the liberal institutions of 
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all Europe. In looking around a.mongst the European 
nations to discover the one fittest to form an effective 
barrier against this ruthless aggression, I found that 
German y still wants a. good deal of time before she 
matures into such a. manhood as to come forward as 
the real defender of liberty; and tha.t France, being 
a. large room full of en/ant8 !lath, offers less security 
to the sacred cause of liberty, owing to the fickle 
minds and puerile freaks of her citizens. It is only 
the solid rock of Anglo-Saxon character which will 
furnish the necessary material for effective bulwarks; 
and my second purpose in view is, therefore, to 
strengthen this national element, as far as it lies in 
the power of a. writer; to animate the English to 
maintain their position in Asia, which is inseparably 
connected with their power in Europe. If I have 
in the least succeeded in my aspirations to that effect, 
I shall deem mysel£ abundantly rewa.rded. 
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Plates specially prepared for this Edition. los. 6d. 

Canaries and Cage-Birds, The Illustrated Book of. 
, With Fifty-six Coloured Plates and numerous Illustrations. Demy 410, 
cloth, 351'- ; half-morocco. £a ss. 

---=:=-=----=--
Dairy Farming. By Professor SHELDON, assisted by 

eminent Authonties. \Vith Twenty-five Fac-simile Coloured Plates. and 
numerous \Vood Engravings. Cloth. 315. 6d.; half-morocco, £a 25. 

Dog, The Illustrated Book of the. By VERO SHAW, 
RA. Cantab. With Twenty-eigbt Fac-simile Coloured Plates, drawn 
from Life expressly for the \Vork. and numerous \Vood Engzaviogs. 
Demy 410, cloth bevelled. 355-; half-morocco, 455-

European Ferns: their Form, Habit, and Culture. 
By JAliES BRITTEN. F.1..S. 'With Thirty Fac-simile Coloured Plates, 
by b. BLAIR, F.1..S. Demy 4to, cloth gllt, gilt edges, alS. 

Familiar \Vild Birds. By \V. SWAYSLAND. FIRST 
SERIEs. \Vlth Forty full-page exquisite Coloured Illustrations and 
numerous Original Wood Engravings. 125. 6d. 

Familiar Garden Flowers.' FIRST, SECOND, and THIRD 
SERIEs. By SHIRLEY HIBBERD. With Forty Full-page Coloured 
Plates by F. E. HULME. F.L.S., in each. ias.6d. each. 

F~iliar \Vild Flowers: Complete in Five Series. 
By F. E. HULME. F.L.S •• F.S.A. With,Forty Coloured Plates and 
Descriptive Text in each. 125. 6d. each. 

Vignettes from Invisible Life. By JOHN BAD COCK. 
With numerous lllustrations specially executed for the Work. 35. 6d. 
Ccuell' C-pan" Limited: ~ Paris. N_ Y." d Melhtnwru. 



S~kclionlfro", C(lIS~l/. C"mpany'l lloluI1Iu (CtHfli"wI). 

The Magazine of Art. Yearly Volume. \Vith about 
soo Illustrations by the ftrst Arti~l~ of the day. and ~utlful1y-executed 
Etching. for Frontispiece. Cloth gilt. glit rug!"', 1611. 

Some Modern Artists. \Vith highly-finished En-
gravings of their most popular Masterpieces and I'ortraits. us. 6d. 

The Forging of the Anchor. With 20 IllustrationS 
specially executed for the Work, by the first Arti.ts of the day. Small 
4to, cloth. gtlt edges, 55., or Japanese morocco, padded (in box), 61. 

Picturesque Europe. Popular Edition. Vols.I., II., & 
III., with 13 exquISite Steell'latet, and 1lOOut 200 Original Engravmgl 
in each by the best ArtISts. Cloth gilt, 18s. each; or Vols. I. Be II. 
(contaming the British Isles complete) bound tn one, 315. 6d. 
N.D.-The Onginal Edit,,,n, in Five magDlficent Volumes, royal 410 
Size, can still be obtamed. price £10 lOS. 

Egypt: Descriptive, Historical, and Picturesque. 
By Prof. G. EBERS. Translated by CLARA BELL, with Notes by 
SAMUEL BIRCH, LL.D., D.C.L., F.S.A. With OnS'inal magmficent 
Engravmgs. Cloth bevelled. ~11t edges. VoL I., /... s.s.; Vol. II., 
£a 12S. 6<1., or the Two Vols. m box, £4175- 6d. 

Picturesque America. Complete in FourVols. with I2 
exquisite Steel Plates and about 200 Origtnal Woed Engraving. in each. 
Ro)a1 4to, £2 25. each. -----

Landscape Painting iri Oils, A <;ourse of Lessons in. 
By A. F. GRACE, Turner Medallist, Royal Academy. With Nine 
Reproductions in Colour. Extra aeroy folio, clotb, gilt edges, 421. 

Illustrated British Ballads. \Vith Several Hundred 
Original Illustrations. Complete in Two Vob. Cloth. ']S. 6d. each; 
clotb, gilt edges, los. 6d. eacb; morocco, Two Vall., 251 

Sunlight and Shade. Original and Selected Poems. 
With exquisite Engravings by the best Artists of the day. 75.6d. 

Choice Poems by H. W. LONGFELLOW. I1Iustrated 
from Paintmgs by his Son ERNEST W. LoNGFElLOW. Small 4to, 
cloth,6s. 

The Dorc~ Fine Art Volumes comprise-

Milton's Paradise Lost 
The DonS Bible 
DOD Quilrote • 

J. •• J.l .< J: J: 0 MUDchausea •• 
• • so 0 FIW7 Tal .. Told Apia 
.0 15 0 

t .. tI. 
o S • 
o 5. 



~eleclionsfrom Cassell f Company's Volumes (Continued). 

Cassell's Concise Cyclopcedia, containing 12,000 
subjects and about 600 Illustrations. Complete in One Volume. ISS. 

A First Sketch of English Literature. By Professor 
HENRY MORLEY. Crown 8vo, 912 pa~s, cloth, 75. 6d. 

PopUlar Educator, Cassell's. New and thoroughly 
Revised Ed.tivn. Complete in Six Vols. Price 55. each. 

Science for All. Complete in Five Vols. Edited by 
Dr. ROBERT BROWN, M.A., F.L.S., &c., assisted by Eminent Scientific 
Writers. Each containing about 350 Illustrations. Cloth, 9S. each. 

The Practical Dictionary of Mechanics., Containing 
15,OOQ Drawings. WIth Comprehensive and TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 
of each SUbJecL Four Vols., cloth, £445. 

The Countries of the World. By ROBERT BROWN, 
M.A.. Ph.D., F.L.S., F.R.G.S. Complete in Six Vois., with 750 
Illustrations, 7s. 6d. each. Library bindmg, Three Vols., 37S. 6d. 

Peoples of the World. Vols. I., II., III., IV., & V. By 
Dr. ROBERT BROWN. With numerous Illustrations. Price 75. 6d. each. 

Cities of the World. Complete in Three Vols. illus
trated throughout with line Illustrations and Portraits. Cloth gilt. 75. 6d. 

---~~---

Gleanings from Popular Authors. Complete in Two 
Vols. WIth Originll!i Illustrations. Price 95. each. 

Heroes of Britain in Peace and War. By E. HODDER. 
WIth 300 Illustrations. Two Vols •• 55. each; or in Library bmding, 
One VoL. lOS. 6d. 

The Sea: its Stirring St~ry.· of Adventure, Peril, and 
Heroism. By F. WHYMPER. Complete in Four Vols., each con
taimng 100 Original Illustrations. 4to, 7S. 6d. each. Library binding. 
Two Vols •• 25S. 

Morocco: its People and Places. By EDMONDa DE 
AMICIS. Translated by C. ROLLIN TILTON. With nearly 200 Original 
Illustrations. Extra crown 4to, Cheap Edition, cloth. 7s. 6d. 

Energy and Motion. A Text-book of Elementary 
Mechanics. By W. PAICE, M.A. Cloth, IS. 6d. ' 

Energy in Nature. By WM. LANT CARPENTER, 
B.A.. B.Sc. With 80 Illustrations. 35.6d. 

The Field Naturalist's Handbook. 
WOOD and- THEODORE WOOD. Cloth. 55. 

By the Rev. J. G. 



· I 

Stl«fionsjrl1'" Casull t Comja"7's ,,'o/lImp (CI111ti1lIUJ). 

The Encyc1op<edic Dictio~ary. -.i\ -New and Orig-inal 
Work of Reference to all the \Vords In the Engh~h Languag .. , "ilh a 
FullAccountoftheirOril,rin, Meanmg, Pronunciation. and t:!>e. I-.I"ht 
DlVlslOnal Volume, DOW ready, price 101. 6d. each; or bound In 
Double Volumes, in half-morocco. :ns. each. 

Library of English Literature. Edited by }lrofc5sor 
HENRY MORLEY. With lllustrations taken from Onglllal M~., &c. 
Each Vol complete in itst"lf. 

VOl.. I. SHORTl-:R ENGLISH POEMS. ..~. 1Sd. 
VOl.. II. ILLVSTRATlO:'liS OF ENGLlSH RI:.LlGION. ilL 6d. 
VOl.. III. ENGLl<;H PLAYS. itS. 6d 
VOl.. IV. SHORTER WORKS IN ENGLISH PROSE. 110 6<1. 
VOl.. V. LONGER WORKS IN ENGLlSH VERSE AND PRO!>E. 1JL 6d • 

••• Vols. I., 11., &: Ill., Popular Ed.tio", DOW ready, 7" 6d. each. 

English History, The Dictionary of. A Record of the 
Doings of the English Nation at Home and Abroad. Royal 8va. 
cloth, 215.; half.roxb=urg~h:!.., .=:2$5,0::.:..' ___ _ 

Dictionary of English Literature. Being a Compre
hensive Guide to English Authors and their Works. By W. D,lVltlf· 
PORT ADAMs.. 720 pages, cloth. 75. 6d. ; half-roxburgh, ~OI. 6d. 

Dictionary of Phrase and Fable. Giving the Deriva
tion, Source, or Origin of 20.000 Words that baye a Tale to Tell. By 
Rev. Dr. BREWER. Enlarged and CAea/t!' E(litJ4t1, cloth, 3So 6d. ; 
superior bindmg, leather back., 45. 6d. 

The Royal Shakspere. A Handsome Fine-Art Edi
tion of the Poet's Works. With Exquisite Steel P1atl'1l and Wood 
Engravings. The Text is that of Prof. DellUs. and the Work contain, 
:Mr. FuRNrvALL's Life of Shakspere. Complete in 3 Vols.. ISS- each. 

Cassell's Illustrated Shakespeare. Edited by CHARLES 
and MARY COWDEN CLARKE. With "600 Illustrations by H. C. 
SELOUb, Three Vols., roya14to, cloth gilt. £3 3A. 

The Leopold Shakspere. The Poet's Works in 
Chronological Order, and an Introduction by F. T. FtJRNrVAU- With 
about 400 Illustrations. Small 4to, doth, 6s.; cfolll gilt, 7S. 6d.; half
morocco., los. 6d. ; morocco. or tree calf. 21So 

PRACTICAL GUIDES til PAINTING, .. til """."... CIIUtrwrtl Plt.il6, ..., 
/,.IJ ltutl1l&/iMu Il7 tJu A m.t. :-

Animal Painting in Water Colours. China Painting. By FLORENCE 
With J8 Coloured Plates by LEWrs. $5. 

FUD. TAYLER. ss. Tree Painting in Water Colours. 
ByW. H.l. HooT. ss

Water-Colonr Painting, A Conne 
of:. By R. P. UITCH. 55. 

Flower Painting in Water Colours. 
, JST &: 2ND SERIES. By F. Eo 

HULME, F.L.S, ss. each. Neutral Tint, A Coune of hint-
Figure-Painting in Water Colours. ing in. Br R P. LEITCH. .ss. 

By BLANCHE MAcAllTHUR Sepia Paintwg. A Coune of. 
and JENNIE MOORE.. 71. 6d. By R. P. LEITCH. Cloth, ss. 

--~----------~---c-I/ ~ C-.t-J'. LillUIIII: ~ P-u. N,. Y"'" ..tI1f.nw-. 



Stldionsfrom Cassell t Company's Volumes (C~ntinuerJ). 

The Early Days of Christianity. By the Yen. Arch-
deacon FARRAR, D.D., F.R.S. Popular Edition, I VoL, cloth, 65. i 
Persian morocco, lOS. 6d. Li!Jro.ry Edition, Ninth Thousand, Two 
Vols.. demy 8vo, cloth;~. (C~n also 6e had in morocco 6tndJng.) 

The Life of Christ. By th,e Yen. Archdeacon FARRAR, 
D.D., F.R.S. 

Bijou Edition, complete in Five Vols., in case, lOS. 6<1. the set. 
Popular Editton, in One VoL. cloth, 6s.; cloth gilt, gilt edges, 75. 6<1. i 

Persian morocco, lOS. 6d. ; tree calf, 155. 
Lwro.ry Ed,twn. 3ISt Edition. Two Vols., cloth, 2<\5. i morocco, 

£':1. 25. 

II,-ustrated Edition. With about 300 lllustration5. Extra crown 4to, 
cloth, gilt edges, 215. i calf or morocco, £2 25. 

The Life and Work of St. Paul. By the Yen. 
Archdeacon FARRAR, D.D., F.R.S. Popular EdJtion, One Vol, 
cloth, 6s. i Persmn morocco, lOS. 6<1. Library EditIon. (19th Tll.Ou
sand.) Two Vols., demy 8vo. cloth, 245- i morocco, £2 lIS. Illustrated 
Edition. cloth. gilt edges, 21S. ':......:_-----

An Old Testament Commentary for English Readers. 
By various Writers. Edited by the Right Rev. C. J. Eu.ICOTT .. D.D 
Lord BIShop of Gloucester and Bristol. Complete in Five Vols •• 
pnce 21S. each. 

VOL. l. contains GENESlS to NUMBERS. 
VOL. II. contains DEUTERONOMY to SAMUEL II. 
VOL. Ill. COntams KINVS I. to ESTHER. 
VOL. IV. COntams JOB to ISAIAH. 
VOL. V. contains JERtMIAH to' MALACHI. 

A New Testament Commentary for English Readers. 
Edited by the Right Rev. C. ::J. ELLICOTT, D.D.. Lord Bishop of 
Gloucester and Bristol Three Vois., cloth. £3 35.; or in half
morocco. £4 I4S. 6d. 

VOL. I. contains the FOUR GOSPELS. b IS. 
VOL. II. contains the ACTS to GALATIANS. £1 IS. \. 
VOL. III. contains the EPHESIANS to the REVELATION. £1 IS. 

Sermons Preached at Westminster Abbey. By 
'ALFRED BARRY, D.D •• D.C.L .• Bishop of Sydney, Metropolitan of 
New South Wales. and Pnmate of Australia. Cloth. 55. 

Geikie, Cunningham, D.D., Works by. Hours with 
the Bible, SIX Vols •• 6s, each; Edtering on Life, 35. 6d.; The 
PrecIous Promises. 25. 6d.; The Engl~h ReformatIon. 5s., Old 
Testament Characters. 6s i The Life and Words of Christ, Two Vols., 
large 8vo, cl~th. 3OS •. ' Student's Edition. Two Vol$ .• cloth, I~S. 

The Bible Educator. Edited by the Very Rev. E. H. 
PLUMPTRE. D. D. Illustrated. Four Vols., 6s. each i or Two Vols •• !lIS, 

Cusell4 Company. Limited, Ltmdfm. Paris, N_ York and M,!6tn4".,... 



Seledionsj,..". ClUsell f C_ptulyz VollllrUZ (c"u;"uN). 

The Book of Health. A Systematic Treatise upon 
SCIence and the Preservation of Health. With ContnbUllOni by 
emment Medical Authorities. :115.; half·morocco. 255. 

Our Homes and-How to make them Healthy. 
Edlted by SHIRLEY FOIISTKR MURPHY, a~~isted by eminent Con
tributors. Royal 8vo. cloth. Illustmtffi. 15$. ; hilll-moroeco, 211. 

The Family Physician. A Modem Manual of 
Domestic Medicine. By PUYSICIANS and SURGEOlCS of the rrincipal 
London Hospitab. Royal 8vo, cloth. 215.; half·roxburgJt, lillt top. 25L 

Medicine, Manuals for Students~f. . 
Elements of Histology. By E. 

KLEIN, M.D., F.R.S. 65. 

Surgical Pathology. By A. I, 
PEPPER, M.B., M.S. ']S.6d. 

Comparative Anatomy al,d Phy' 
slology. By Prof. F. IEHK!.}' 
BELL. M.A. 15.6<1. 

Human rhYSIology. J}y Hf.NI.V 
PoWER. F.RC.S. l' 6d. 

Physiological Physics. By J. Mc- Clinical Chemi~try. Jly CIIAS. 
GREGOR ROBERTSON. 75. 6d. H. RALFE, M. D., F. R.C. p. 55-

Maleria MedIca and Thera(lf"ltli.'S. 
Surgical Applied Anatomy. By By J. MITCHELL BIIueR,M.D.. 

F. TREVES, F.R.C.S. 75.6d. F.Il.C.p. 7'- 6d. 
ProJpectuJ flJllI 6e SN posl tru 011 applutUiotJ. 

Clinical Manuals for Practitioners and Students of 
Medicme. A List sent /OJI fr~ 0" aNlicaliOfl. 

The Domestic Dictionary. An Encyclop::edia for the 
Household. Illustrated througbout. •• :aBo pages, lOyal avo. ClILa, 
Ed,/io", price ']S. 61. ; half-roan. 95-

Cassell's Dic,tionary of Cookery. The Largest. 
l.neapest. and Best Book of Cookery. With 9.000 Rt'Cipes, and 
numerous Illustrations. CltLafJ Edition. pria: 'JS. 6d. i balf-roan, C)L 

Choice Dishes at Small-Cost. Containing Practical 
Directions to Success in Cookery, and Original Recipes for AppetLSint 
and Economical DIshes. By A. G. PAYNE. 35. 6d. 

The Making of the Home. A Book of Domestic 
Economy for School and Home Use. By Mrs. S. A. BARNIt'l"l". 
Cloth.IS.6d. 

A Year's Cookery. Giving Dishes for Breakfast, 
Luncheon, and Dinner for Every Day in the Year, _itb Practical In
structions for tJ-,eir Preparation. By PHYLLIS BI.OWNIt. 35. 6d. 

What Girls Can - Do. A Book for Mothers and 
Daughters. By PHn.Us BJl.OWKE. ClILal EdililJ1l. lIS. 6d. 

U'" Cassell 011: Company's Complete catalogue. urrl4illilll.''' Lui If/' 
SewraJ H,"",r~d V-'_'6, ;'chuii"K Br&, tUul RIllI~_ WllrU. p_ 
Ari VII'-. CJulJrn,', BIIfIh, IJte_nl" Edllt:81i1Jllll) WIWlb, H~ 
...a GrUd66, Huttwy, Ntlhlral Huttwy, H_1uJd MUi D_lu lnctUn, 
Sdnlee, S"",,", T,-u, ~ &c., SIIJU I"lfiw'" an1iaJtotm. 

C_Il. C-J-? Li",iktl: ~ P.,m. N_ Y"" MUi MelNww. 



A list of Oassell & Oompany's 

EDUCATIONAL WORKS, 
And STUDENTS' MANUALS. 

Algebra., l\ianual of. By Rev. PROFESSOR GALBRAITH, M.A. 
and Rev. PltOFESSOIt HAUGHTON, M.D., D.C.L. F.R.S. Part I., 
cloth, with Answers, 25. 6d.; complete, with Answers, cloth, 7S. 6d. 

Algebra; The Elements of. Nero Edition. Cloth limp, IS. 

Animal Painting in \Vater Colours. With 18 Coloured 
Plates by FIlEDERICK TAYLER, and Instructions to the Pupil. 51. 

Animal Drawing. A Series of Graduated Copies by A. T. 
Ex. WES. With 96 pages of Drawings. Crown 4to,. cl~ ss. . 

Applied Mechanics. By Prot R. S. BALL, LL.D. Illus
bated. 25. 

Arithmetic, The Modem School By GEORGE RICKS, 
B.Se. Lond. In Seven Books. Standards I. to IV., paper covers, 
2d. each; cloth, 3d. each. Books for Standards V. to VII., paper, 
3d. each; cloth, 4d. each. Or the Seven Books in One, with Key, 
cloth, zs. Key. paper covers, linen lined, 6d. Answers for each Standard 
in cloth, z}d. 

IN CON/UNCTION WITH ABOVE. 

Arithmetical Test Cards, The Modem SchooL 
:By GEORGE RICKS, ase. Loud. For all the Standards. Seven Sets 

. of 40 Cards; each Set, 9d. ; in case, IS. ; linen lined, IS.; in case, IS. 3d. 
Arithmetic Examples, The Marlborough. Cloth, 3S. 

.Arithmetic Rules; The :Marlborough. Clotb, IS. 6d. . 
Arithmetic, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of. 

• Containing nearly 2,000 Examples. With Answers, cloth, 35. 6d. 
Astronomy, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of. 

With numerous I11nstrations. 230 pages, cloth lettered, 5s. 
Book-Keeping, Practical Works on. By THEa. JONES. 

Book·Keeping for Schools. Pa~. 25.; cloth,3S
Book-Keeping for the Million. Paper, 25.; cloth, 35. 
Books for Jones's System, Ruled Sets of. zs. 

Building Construction. The Elements of Architectural 
Drawing and Practical Design. :By ELLIS A. DAVIDSON •. Cloth, 2s. 

Civil Service, Guide to Employment in the. Ne7D 
tiM Gnql/y Enlarged Edititm. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 35. 6d. 

Civil Service Guide to Female Employment In 
Government Offices, for the use of Parents and Guardians, intending 
Candidates, and Teachers in Schools. Cloth. IS. 



CASSELL 0,.. (:OMPANYS EDUCATIONA£ JVOJfKS. 

China Painting. By FLORENCE LEWJS. With 16 Coloured 
Plates, and numerous 'Wood Engravings, and containing full In~tructWn. 
to the Pupil. Extra fcap. 4to, doth, Ss. 

Commentary for Schools. Consisting oC the 5~arate 
Books of the NEw TESTAMENT COMMENTARY FOIt ENQLlSH RItADI. ... 
(Edited by the Lord BL~hop of Gloucester and Bristol), in Small VrHM",n, 
suitable for School and general Educational purpo5eSo 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THIl NIIW TasTA- ROMANS. ••• tid. 
MRNT. 2S. 6<1. COIIINTH'A"'~ 1. and IL JS. 

ST. MATTHJtW. ]S.6<I. GALATIAIIS, ErHUIA"S. A: PHil fPPIA"~. ]jI. 
ST. MARK. ]S. CoLOSSIAN.,THCUAU>NIA".&TIIfOTIIV.3" 
ST. LuxK. 35. 6d. T,TUS. PHIUMOIf, H ..... w .. JAMas. yo. 
ST. JOH... 39.~. PBTItR, JUDIl. aJ\G JOHN. JL 
THB ACTS OF THB AroSTLBlh JL 611. THR R.v&I.o\TION. )I-

Copy-Books, Cassell's Modern School. These Copy-
Books are carefully graduated and prepared, OIl Superior Writing raper, 
to {onn and develop a roanJ, clear, and Ie"iceable handwrilmg. In 
T)VELVE BOOKS of 24 pages each, price 2d. each. 

SERIES 1. SERIES III. 
LIlRGIl AND HALP TaXT. 

Book I.-Elements and Ea.y Co .. binatioo5. 
Book 2.-The more Difficult Letters and 

Combinations. 
Book 3o-Easy Word .. 

SERIES 11. 
I.o\RGIt AND HALF TIlXT. 

LARGIl AND SMALL ROUND HAND. 

Book 4.- }The Copies give Intere.tmg 
Book 50- Facts about Common Objects 
Book 6.- and Phenomena. • 

LARca AND .MALL HAIID, CAPITALS 04"11> 
FlGUaJtS.. 

Book 1.-l The Copo.... gi.e Jntereotml 
BooIr.I.- f racuandGenera1ln{~ 

SERIES IV. 
SMALL HAND, CAl'lTAU AND FIGUaa 

Book 9'-} Genenl Infl)f1Jllltiota. 
Book 10.-

SERIES V. 
AOVA"caD SMALL HAND, ('APITALS AWD 

'1GlI1l1I~ 

Book 11.-J General Informatima.. 
Book ••• -

Copy-Books, Cassell's Graduated. Printed on Superior 
• Paper, with Copper-plate Copies, and clmtoini"r UIZ",J/e, gf all 1M /w.I 

a"a c0m6inalions n«nlary /ar 1M IJCfN~ 11/" pod J,a"awri1inl' Each 
Book consists of 24 pages of Writing Copies in Wrapper. Complete in 
18 Books, price 2d. eltcb. 

t. Strokes and Straight LetterL 
•• Round Letters aDd CombiuatiODII. 
3. Words. Short Letters. 
.. LoDg Letters and Words. 
50 Words (Text aDd Round) and Figure .. 
6. Capitals and Combinations. 
1. Text, Rouod, and Figura. 
8. Round Hed. 
9. Ten, Round (Advanced), Figura 

(Sums). 

I ... Elementary Sma" Hand. 
u. Caplrsls1.Figores (Swm), uti Doable 

Small Hand. 
I .... Double Small HaDd. 
1)0 Double Ad.aD<lOd ~man HaDd. 
1+ Test, Round. and Small HaDd 
ISo AdYaDCM Small HaDd (.1. 
16. Ad_d Small Hand (0). 
11. Adva0c:e4 S_U Hand (J). 
.8. IDYoicea, R.eccipta, i:c. 

Cutting Tools Worked by Hand and Machine. By 
ROBllIT H. SMITH. M.I.M.E. With Practical Drawings, 31·6<1; 



CASSELL &0 COMPANY'S EDUCATIONAL WOKKS. 

Dictionaries. (For the description of these Dictionaries see 
alphabetical letter.) 'ENCYCLOPAJ:DIC; ENGLISH HISTORY; 
PHRASE AND FABLE; ENGLISH LITERATURE j FRENCH; 
GERMAN; LATIN. 

Decisive Events in History. By THOMAS ARCHER. 
With Sixteen Original Illustrations. SEVENTH EDITION. Extra fcap. 
4to, boards, 3s. 6d., or cloth gilt, gilt edges, 55. ' 

"These turning-points of history a.e well told and admirably illustrated."
EdflC4tiotuol Times. 

Decoratiye Design, Principles of. By CHRISTOPHER 
DRESSER, Ph.D., F.L.S., &c. With Two Coloured Plates, and Designs 
and Illustrations. Extra crown 4to, 5s. 

Domestic Economy. (See" MAKING OF THE HOME.") 

Drawing Books for Young Artists. 6d. each. 
How TO DRAW ELEMENTARY FORMS, MODELS, &c. 120 Studies. 
How TO DRAW FLORAL AND ORNAMENTAL FORMS. 80 Studies. 
How TO DRAW LANDSCAPES, TREES, SHIPS, &c. 60 Studies. 
How TO DRAW ANIMALS, BIRDS, AND DOGS. 64 Studies. 

N. B.-Tlte above Books con/ai" BlanR Paper for copyi1lg eack example. 

Drawing Books, Superior:- , ' 
Printed in Fac-simile Uthography, cloth, gilt lettered, 5s. each. 

How TO DRAW FIGURES. 96 Graduated Studies from Ufe. 
How TO DRAW IS FREEHAND. 96 Graduated Studies of Models. 
How TO DRAW FLORAL AND VEGETABLE FORMS. 96 Studies. 

Drawing Copies, Cassell's Modern School. Adapted 
to the Examinations of the Science and Art Department. Mounted on 
strong Cardboard. First Grade- Freehand, 24 Copies, IS. Second 
Gradt'--Freehand, 24 Copies, 2S. 

Educational Year-Book, The. A Comprehensive Guide to 
the Educational facilities afforded by the various classes of Schools existing 
in this country. Demy 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

Encyclopcedic Dictionary, The. A New and Original Work 
of Reference to all the Words in the English Language, with a full Account 
of their Origin. Meaning, Pronunciation, and Use. Seven Divisional 
Volumes now ready, price lOS. 6d. each.; or Double Divisional Volumes, 
in half·morocco, 21S. each; or in Monthly Parts, price IS. 

Energy and Motion: A Text-Book of Elementary 
Mechanics. By W. PAICE, M.A. Illustrated. IS.6d. 

Energy in .Nature. By WM. LANT CARPENTER, B.A., B.Sc. 
With 80 Illustrations. 3S. 6d. 

English Literature, The Story of. By ANNA BUCKLAND. 
Cro~ 8vo, cloth gilt, 5s. , 



CASSELL &- COM.l'ANY'S EDUCATIONAL IVORKS. 

English Literature, A First Sketch of. By Prof. 
HENRY MORLEY. Comprising an Account orEn~lish Literature from the 
Earliest Period to the Present Date. 911 pagel, crown 8yo, cloth, 
7~ 6d. • 

English Literature, Dictionary of. Being a Comprehen
sive Guide to English Authors and their Works. By W. DAVENPORT 
ADAMS. 720 pages, extra (cap. 4to, cloth. CIu4, EdiJiq". 7', 6d. lIill 
Roxburgb, loa. 6<1. 

English Literature, Library of. By Professor HENU 
MORLEY. With IlIustrationl from Original MSS., &c. Complete in Fin 
VOIII., cloth, 585. 6d.: or handsomely bound in half-morocco,£S 51. 

Vol. I. SHORTII. ENGLISH PORM., '25. lid. 
Vol. II. ILLUSTRATIONS OF EN<'LISH R.LIGION, 111. lid. 
Vol. III. ENGLI'" PLAU. "" lid. 
Vol. IV. SHORT". WORKS IN ENGLI~H PIIO'IR. 111 lid. 
Vol. V. LoNGIIII WOIIKS Ilf ENGLISH PROSS AND V.RSIt, ilL 6d. 

Vots. I. & II. of the Popular Edition are now ready, price 7 •. 6d. each. 
In course of issue in Monthly Parts, price 6d. 

Euclid, Casselrs. Being the First Six, with the Eleventh and 
Twelfth Books of Euclid. By Prof. WALLACK, M.A. II. 

Euclid, The First Four Books o~ for the Use of Primary Schools. 
Paper. 6d. ; cloth, geL 

Euclid, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of. Boob L, 
II., and III., cloth, 2S. 6d. ; Books IV., V., and VI., cloth, .1. 6d. 

Figure Painting in Water Colours. With 16 Coloured 
Plates from Designs by BLANCHK MACAIlTlHl& and JEN!"I" Moon, with 
InstructiolUl by the Artists. Cloth, 71. 6d. 

Fine-Art Library, The. Edited by JOHN SPAR.KE.S, 
Principal of the South Kensington Art Schools :-

THE ENGLISH ScHOOL OF PAINTING. AilTISTIC ANATOMY. By MATItlAI 
By EIINFST CKESNEAU. Trarudated by DUVAL. Transbt.,d by Y. E I'.IITOII. 
Lucy N. ETKSR1NGTOIf. With aa . 
Introduction by ProC"...... RUSKIIf. With about 10:> IllustratIon.. SJ. 
With upwards of .. ,,,, Engravings. !L THE DVTCH iicHooL OF PAINTING. 

THE FLEMISH ScHOOL OF PAINTING. By HElin HAYARD. Tran.1ated by 

:1'rs "Hl";R~R~;::i: Jr:h~::!! G. POWItLL. With.bout 100 11Iu.uza.. 
llIustrations. 55. • SI-

Flower Painting in Water Colours. I!'irsl and Second 
Sents. With Twenty Fac-simile Coloured Plates iD each. Care(~l1y 
executed from Original Designs by F: E. HULMIt, F .L.~., F.S.A. 'WIth 
Instructions. Interleaved With Drawing Paper. Cloth gilt, 51. each. 

French-English and English.French Dictionary, 
Cassell's. 186Ih Tlloustmti. Compiled by Pro(esson DK LoUotK aDd 
WALLA.CZ Revised and Corrected by Profes&Or ROUllAUD, B.A. 
(Paris). 1,150 pages, cloth, 31. 6d.) or in IOperior binding, with leather 
back, 45. 6d. 



CA~SELL &0 COMPANy'S EDUCATIQNAL WORKS. 

French, Cassell's Lessons in. New and Enlargtd Edition. 
Revised by Prof. E. ROUBAUD, B.A. (Paris). Parts L and II., cloth, each 
2S. 6d.; complete, 45. 6d. KEy, IS. 6d. ' 

French Exercises, The Marlborough. Enlarged and 
Revised. By the Rev. G. W. DE LISLE, M.A., French Master in Marl
borough College. Cloth, 3S. 6d. 

French Grammar, The Marlborough. Enlargtd and 
Revised. Arranged and Compiled by the Rev. J. F. BlUGHT, M.A., Master 
of the Modern School in Marlborough College. 164 pageS", cloth, 25. 6d. 

.... TM two above Works an JW'W in lISe at HaN"O'lI) ami Marlborougk. 

Geography, European, Outlines of. By MARY AMELIA 
BENNETT, Certified Student in Honours of Cambridge University; some
time Scholar of Girton College; Head Mistress of the Surbiton High 
School IS. 

Geometry, Cassell's Course of Practical. By ELLIS A. 
DAVIDSON. Consisting of 64 Cards in Packet, embracing the First and 
Second Grade Studies. In Packet, 5s. 

Geometry. (Set "RIGHT LINES.") 

German' Grammar, The Marlborough. Enlarged Edition. 
Arranged and Compiled by the Rev. J. F. BRIGHT, M.A., Master,of 
the Modern School m Marlborough College. Cloth, 35. 6d. 

German-English and English:-German Pronouncing 
Dictionary, Cassell's. 51st Thousand. With an Appendix containing 
the mos): important changes introduced into German Orthography in 1880 by 
the Prussian Minister of Education. Crown 8vo, 864 pages, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

German Reading, First Lessons in. By A. JAGST, 
of the Princess Helena College, Ealing. A Graduated Course of 
Lessons in Verse and Prose, with Vocabularies, &c. 'Crown 8vo. Illus· 
trated throughout, IS. 

Handrailing and Staircasing. By FRANK O. CRESWELL, 
of the ,Liverpool School of Science; Medallist for Geometry. With 
upwards of One Hundred Working Drawings Fcap. 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

Historical Course for Schools, Cassell's. By 'Oxford 
Graduates in Historical Honours. 

I. STOllIES FROM ENGLISH HISTORY With Maps and 2S 
Illustrations. IS. 

II. THE SIMPLE OUTLINE OF ENGLISH HISTORY. With Maps 
and Illustrations. 188 pages. IS. 3d. 

III. THE CLASS HISTORY OF ENGLAND. A Text-Book for use in 
connection with Oral Class Teaching and Lectures, and for the 
preparation of work for Examination. With Maps, Analysis, 
and upwards of roo Illustrations. 400 pages, price 25. 6d. 

History of England, l'he Little Folks'. ByIsACRAIG
KNOX. With 30 Illustrations. 288 pages, cloth, IS. 6d. 



CASSELL 6-0 COl/PAWS EDUCATIONAL lPo/txs. 

Hydrostatics, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of. 
Cloth, JS. 6d. 

Latin-English. and English-Latin Dictionary, Cas
sell's. 48th Thousand. Crown 8vo, 890 pages, doth, 3" 6d. 

Linear Drawing and Practical Geometry. By E. A. 
DAVIDSON. With about ISO Illustrations. Cloth,:lII. 

Making of the Home, The. A Book of Domestic 
Economy fur School &lid Home Use. By Mrs. S. A. BUMITT. • •. 6<1. 

Mathematical Tables, Galbraith and Haughton's 
Manual of. Cloth lettered, 35. 6d. 

Mechanics, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of. 
Cloth, 3S. 6d. 

Mechanics, Practical. By Prof. JOHN PIRIlY, M.E. With 
Illustrations. Extra reap. 8vo, cloth, 39. 6d. 

Model Drawing. By E. A. DAVIDSON. With Twenty single 
and Six double·page Plates. Cloth, 39. 

Music, An Elem~ntary Manual of. By H. LESLIE. II. 

Natural Philosophy, Manual of. By Rev. Prof. HAUGHTON, 
M.D., D.C.L. F.R.S. With 160 Illustrations. Cloth, 3', 6d. 

New Code of Regulations; 1885, Handbook of the. 
By JOHN F. Moss, Clerk of the Sheffield School Board. II.; or cloth. 2 •• 

Optics, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of. 25. 6d. 
Orthographic and Isometrical Projection. By ELLIS 

A. DAVIDSON. RtflitNl aM E1tI4"rJ. Illustrated. a .. 
Painting in Neutral Tint, A Course of. With 24 Plates 

from Desigrul by R. P. LEITCH, With Fulllnstructions. Cloth, pm. ss. 
Phrase and Fable, Dictionary of. By the Rev. Dr. 

BREWER. Clual Edition, ReviJNI tmtI Enlarrt1i. Cloth, JL 6d. ; half-
• lbther, 45. 6d. ' 

Physical Science, Intermediate Text-Book of. By 
F. 11. BOWMAN, D.Se .. F.R.A.S., F.LS. lllustrated. 35.611. 

Plane Trigonometry, Galbraith and Haughton's 
ManQal of. Cloth,:zs. 6d. 

Popular Educator, Cassell's. New and TluJrQ1lglzl,J Revised 
Edition. Complete in SU:: Vou., price 51. each. 

Practical Perspective. By ELLIS A. DAVIDSON'. With 36 
double-page Dlustrations. Oath. Js. 

Perspective, The Principles of, as Applied to :Model 
, Drawing and Sketching from Nature. 13, GZOJ.G& TJ.OBK.IDGE. 

With ~l Platet and other Illustrations, Ill. 6d.; or cloth, as. 6d. 



CASSELL a.- COMPANY'S EDUCATIONAL fVORKS. 

READERS' FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL~ 
On the approved list of the London School Board and numerous Provincial 

. School Boards. 

Readers, Cassell's Modem School Historical. Illqs
trated throughout, and strongly bound in cloth. 

I. ENGLISH HISTORY. For Standard III.-TKK EASY HISTORY FOR UPPER 
IlL tSlllriufwClUldnll) •.• lod. STANDARos.-MlDDLS AGES ... ISo 

IV.-TKs EAsY HISTORY FOR UPPER 
I1.-ENGLJSH HISTORY. (For Stan- STANDAKDS.-MoDSRN HISTORY. ISo 

dards IV. aDd V. (Tn.. Simple V.-TKB COMPLBTK HISTORY OF ENG' 
O.tline) ... ••• ... ••• IS. LAND. For Stands. V., VI., & VII. lIS. 

.Reading Sheets. The Modern School.. In Three Series, 
each consisting of Twelve Sheets, 2S. each on paper, or 55. each on linen. 

Readers, The Modem School. Illustrated throughout. 
Strongly bound in cloth. 

FIRST INFANT RBADER (24 pages) 3d. SECOND RBADER h:;6 pages)... Iod. 
SRCOND.. .. (24 pagesl 3d• THIRD RSADER (184 pages) ... ISo 3d. 
THIRD.. .. {J .. pages 4d. FOURTH RSADI!R (232 pages •.• IS. 8d. 
FOURTH" 'L ~ (48 pages Sd. FIFTH READER \246 page~) ... ISo gd. 
FIRST READBR (en.arged to 103 THBTwo YEARS RBADER. Fi>'" 

pages) 8d. SlaW. Vo, VI. t Y II'(328 pp.) 25.6d. 

Readers, The Modern School Geographical. Illus-
trated throughout, and strong1y bound in cloth. Comprising-

STANDARD I., INTRODUCTORY LESSONS. Pari I. (96 pages) 6d. 
STANDARD II., INTRODUCTORY LBSSONS. Pari II. ..• ... ... • .. ~ 
STANDARD III., ENGLAND AND WALES. Witl. CD(Mlrea Maj. (131 pages) gd. 
STANDARD IV., SCOTLAND, IRELAND, BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. AND 

AUSTRALASIA. -WitIJ TfIHI Ci>knlnti Majl. (184 pages) ... IS. 
STANDARD V., EUROPIL (192 pages) ... _. ...... ••• ... 
STANDARDS VI. and VII., 'CHit WORLD. (31S pages) ... IS. 8d. 

Readable Readers, The. An entirely New Series of 
Reading Books, prepared to meet the requirements of the Education 
Department. Carefully Graduated, extremely Interesting, Illustrated 
throughout, strongly bound, and remarkably cheap. 

FIRST INFANT READER. 32 pages, limp cloth (red) 
SECOND II " 48 pages, .. " 

... • ~:d. 

... • < 3d• 
BOOK I., J12 pages, limp cloth boards (blue) 6d.; 

H II., 128" " 7d. ; 
very st:iJf cloth boards (red) 7d. 

" II!. .. 192 u " :ud. ; 
n IV •• 192 It ,,' lId.; 
u V.,224 u _ tl IS. Id .. ; 
n VI .. ,224 u " " IS. Id. ; 

8d. 
IS. od. 

'1 Is.. od. 
IS. 3d. 
IS. 3c:\. 

Right Lines. Explaining the First Principles of Geometry. 
With Illustrations. Cloth., New Edition. IS. 

School Manager's Manual. By F. C. MILLS,' M.A., 
an Introduction by SYDKEY BUXTON. M.P. 1$. 



7~i~ 
CASSELL c,. COMPANY'S EDUCATIONAL JI'08XS. 

Shakspere Reading Book, The. Being Seventeen of 
Shak~pere's Plays Abridged for the use of Schools and PuLlk RradinJ:'
By H. COURTKOPE BowEN', )I.A. Illustrated. Cloth, 3s. 6d •. or lD 
three separate Books" u. each. , ' 

Sepia Painting, A Course of. With 24 Plates from Designs 
by R: 1'. LEITCH. The Letterpress to each contains Full IlLItnlctioos 
to the Leamer, and the Plates ,lio"" the progress of the Work throll&h the 
different stages;. Oblong 4to, cloth, ss. 

Spelling, A Complete Manual of, on the Principles of 
Contrast and Compariso~ By 1. D. )fOULI., LLD., II.M. Inspector 
of Schools. CroWD 8vo. 128 pages, cloth, II. 

Spelling and Reading Book, Cassell's. Illu*ated. IS. 

Steam Engine, Galbraith and Haughton'S Manual 
of the. Clqth, JS., 6d. • 

Systematic Drawing and Shading. Illustrated. 25. 

Technical Educator, Cassell's. With Coloured Designs 
and Numerous Illustrations. Extra crown 4to, 1,660 pages, complete in 
Four Vols.~ 6s. each; or Two Vols., hAlf calf, 311. 6d. 

Technology, Manuals of. EdIted by Professor AVIlTON, 
F.RS., and RICH,\RD WOAJ,fli:LL, D.Sc., M.A. With numerOUS Practical 
Illustrations specially executed. The following Boob are ready. and 
others will be added :- • 

WATCH AND CLOClt MAKING. By STEEl. AND laOH. By W. n. GJlU1:l'I-
D. GLASGOW. 4S- 6d. woo4. _, ... 

CUTTING TOOLS 'WORKED BY HAND 
DESIGN IN TEXTILE FABRICS. By A"D ),[ACIf'.... By Prof. ll. H. 

T. R. ASHItNHURST. With C/>Ioured S.UTIL 35. 6d. 
Plates. 45. 6d. PRActICAL MECHANICS. By Prolesoor 

SPINNING WOOLLEN' AND WORSTED. FLJ:~JlMO-r~:S. fiy ~or. PERRY, M.E. 
By W. S. BRIGHT McLAI<lI1i'. 45. 6d. FLAX SPImn:SG. By DAVU> So 

CHEMISTRY. By Dr. ARlIfSTJtONG. • TJlON!IOJI.-

Ollur V./ .. "m ill fwejeratilnt. A P,."I/Kt.,";/J M III'" ~Ifrtl .... ,Jliclltu.. 

Tides and Tidal Currents, Galbraith and Haughton's 
Manual of. Cloth, 3&. 

Tree Painting in Water Colours. By W· H. 1· BooT. 
With 18 Coloured Plates. and IDStr1lctio1ls. ss. 

Water-Colour Painting Book. New and Enlarged Edil~)1I. 
By R. P. LUTCH. With 24 COLOUOD Pu:rUt and Yull1Dltroctions 

- to Learners. Cloth, 550 ------------------Cassell t Company, Li",ited: London, Paris, New Yon ,.lU'elDQII17Ie. 
• 
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