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PREFACE . 
• c. 

IT WAS Nor MY INTENTION, when I went to India, to 
write an account of my travels: my visit was purely 
one of friendly sympathy. Circumstances recorded in 
the following narrative, led me to modify my original 
intention, and greatly extended my sphere of observa­
tion. The light afforded me by my past experience, as 
well as the sympathy in my work of the Supreme Go­
vernment and that of each Presidency, and the friendly 
confidence of the native inhabitants, enabled me, in my 
brief visit, to see and learn much which does not 
usually come under the notice of travellers. Every­
thing, invested with the charm of novelty, produced a 
very vivid impression on my mind; and though I had 
no time while in the country to record in writing many 
of these impressions, yet I had peculiar opportunities 
of comparing them with those of official gentlemen, 
and of experienced residents in the country, and thus 
of correcting ar strengthening them. 

On my return to England, it appeared to those who 
are most desirous to benefit India, that an important 

\ 

means of drawing attention to that great country 
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would be lost, if I did not record my observations and 
impressions for publication. On reflection, I accorded 
with this opinion, and now respectfully offer to· my 
countrymen and countrywomen these volumes for their 
kind consideration. 

I must crave from my readers some indulgence for 
the many defects they will discover, in tonsideration of 
the fact that, during my prepar~tion of the work, my 
a,ttention has been forcibly claimed for the various 
institutions under my care, some of whi"h h~rI I'mff'ered 
from my absence. 

RED LoDGB HOUSE, BRISTOL: 

1 Februar!l 6, 1868. 
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