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DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY.

The whole extent of the ccuntry und-z the Commissioner, may
be very roughly estimated at 50,000 square miles, and the population
may be guessad at 4000000 but this does nos mdude any of the
detacied texritonies, beyond the Nizam's frontier.

Tke grand geographical feature of this tract is tle chain of ghauts.
which run along the western boundary, for its whole léngth  De-
uween this range and the sea lies the Concan, now under Baptay. It
extends from 40 to 30 miles in breadih, fncludes may v?emh, placeq‘
producing abundance of rice; but, in gemeral, is very ruugh, and
wmuch erossed by steep and rocky hills Towards the ghauts, the
courtry is in most places extremely strong, ‘divided by hil's inter-
sected by ravines, and covered with thick farest. The range itself is
from 2,000 to 4,000 feet high, extremely abrupt, and inaccessible cn
the west. The.;nsses are numercus, bat steeq, and very seldom pass—
able for earrisges. The table land on thd east is nearly as high 2s
many paris cfthendge of the ghaits, but, in general, thg hills risa
above it to the keight of from L00O to. 1,500 feot, The table land,
i3, for a eonsxdamble distance, rendered very strong, - by pumercus
spurs issuing from the range, among which are deep winding rugged
valleys- often filled “with- thick ‘junglé. "Further east the Lranches
from the gbam‘d becoma. less frequent, and the country becomes more
levd. till the. nelghbomhmﬁ of the Nizam’s frontier, where it is an
‘ﬂp@ phm.
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The northern part of the chain of ghauts, and the country and

Cookes. ity base, especially to the west, is inhabited by Becls. The Coolies,

Beels

Nemaur,

R

who somewhat resemble the Beels, but are less predatory and more
civilized, inhabit the part of the range to the south of Baughhaud
and the country at its base on the west as far south as Basseen.
They are also numerous in Guzerat. The Beels possess the eastern
part of the range, and all the branches that run out from it towards
the east, as far sonth as Poona; they even spread over the plains to the
eagt, especially ou the north of the Godavry, and are found as far off
as the neighbouihood of the Wurda. On the north, they extend
beyond the Tapty and Nerbada, and are numerous in the jungles
that divide QGuzerat, from Malwa, as well as in all the castern
parts of Guzerat 'They are a wild and predatory tribe; and though
they live quietly 1n the open country, they resume their character,
whenever they are scttled in a part that is strong, cither from hills or
jangles. The Beels differ from.the other inhabitants in language,
manners, and appearance; they are small and black, wear little
dothes, and always carry bows and arrows. In appearance, they
much resemble the mountaineers of Baughulpoor. The Beels and
(oolies, when 1 the hills or strong places, live under Naiks or Chiefs
of their own, who have some influence over thoese in the neighbouring
plains  These Chiefs have in general been little interfered with by
the Marratta Government, more than was necessary to prevent the
depredations of their followers. South of Poona, the 3eels are suc-
ceeded by the Ramoosees, a more civilized and subdued tribe. They
do not inhabit the main range of ghauts, but the branches stretching
out to the castward. They have the same thievish habits as the
Beels, but have no language of their own; are more mixed with the
people, and in dress and manners are more like Marrattas. They are
®f more consequence than elsewhere, in the hills joining the ghauts
southward of Sattara, where they lately acted so prominent a part in
taking forts, and plundering the country, under the false Chittoor
Sing.  They do not extend further south than Colapore, or further
east than the line of Be\?)apoor.

Hill tribes like those mentioned, have geuerally proved quiet
when the Government was vigorous, and while they were managed
through their Native Chiefs. We perhaps lose some hold on them,
by the destruction of so many of the hill forts, which were situated in
the midst of their mountains, and served to watch, and curb their
disposition to plunder.

The districts belonging to the Paishwa in Nemaur, being under
charge of Sir J. Malcolm, I have no opportunity of inquiring regard-
ing them, Their importance is small, yielding only 23,000 Rupees;
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and, if it is not found necessary for securing the peace of Nemaur,
that we should have some territory there, they might be we!l dis-
posed of in exchanges.

Our most northern district would then be Candeish. This pro- Candash
vince is bounded on the north by the Sautpoora or Injadree range of
mountains ; and on the south by the range in which are the furt of
Chandore and the ghaut of Adjuntah : on the south-west it is bounded
by the range of Syadree, commonly called the Ghauts, at the ter-
mination of which south of the Tapty is the hiily tract of Baug-
launa. The plain of Candeish descends towards the Tapty from the
Lills on the north and south (especially from the south): on the east
it is bounded by Scindiah’s and the Nizam’s territories on the plain
of Berar; on the west, the plain along the Tapty extends, without
interruption, from the hills to the sea; but it is divided from the
rich country about Surat, by a thick and extensive junzle. Thougl
interspersed with low ranges of unproductive hills, the bulk cf the
province is exceedingly fertile, and it is waiered by innumeralle
streams, on many of which, expensive embankments have formerly
been erected for purposes of irrigation. Some parts of the province
are still in a high state of cultivation, and others, more recently
abandoned, convey a high notion of their former richness and pros-
perity ; but the greater part of Candeish is covered with thick jungle,
full of tigers apd other wild beasts, but scattered with the ruins of
former villages The districts north of the Tapty in particular, which
were formerly very populous, and yielded a large reveaue, are now
almost an uninhabited forest. The decline of this province, from the
flourishing condition which it ‘had long since attained, under its
Mahomedan masters, is to be dated from the year 1802, when it was
ravaged by Holear's army. This blow was fcllowed by the famine
in 1803, and its ruin was consummated by the misgovernment of the
Paishwa’s officers. The Beels, who had before lived mised with
the other inhabitants, and had, as village watchmen, been the great
instruments of police throughout Candeish, withdrew to the sur-
rounding mountains, whence they made incursions, and carried off
cattle and prisoners from the heart of the province. Tht Pindaries
annually ravaged the open country : various insurgents plundered at
the head of bodies of horse; and parties of Arabs, established
themselves in some of the numerous fortresses and ghuries, with which
Candeish abounds, and laid all the neighbourhood under contribution.

The expulsion of the Arabs, was a natural consequence of the
war, and no parties of plundering horse were able to keep the field ;
but the settlement of the Beels was a work of more time and diffi-
culty. Those in the Sauthpoora mountains were the most formidatle,
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as that range, though not perbaps above 1,500 feet Ligh, is deep and
strong, and 8o unhealthy, that no stranger ean long remain in it.
The plan adopted by Captain Briggs, and zealously executed by
Licutenant-Colonel Jardine, was to stop the supplies of the Becls,
which are ail drawn from the plain; to cut oft any parties that at-
tempted to issue to plunder, and tomake vigorous attacks on the
points in the hills, to which the principal Beel Chiefs had retired.
These measures soon reduced the Beels to accept the very favorable
terms keld out to them, which were to forbear their depredations, the
Chiéfs reseiving pensions, and allowances fora certain number of men,
and binding themselves to restrain the excesses of their people.

TLe same plan was carried through, with less exertion, with
the Boecls of the Chandore range, and with the Beels and Coolics in
Baugland. The terms bave occasionally been broken by some Chiefs,
but ou the whole, they have succeeded beyund my most sanguine
expectations, and have effectually delivered the province from this
species of invasion. The only attacks of the Beels, are now made in
partics of 3 or 4, who rob passengers. These outrages have been
resisted by the police, and are stated by Captain Briggs, to be greatly
on the decline. T have little doubt that a continuance of this vigil-
ance, together with the liberal provision authorized by Government
for the Beel watchmen, will soon completely extinguish the remaius
of these disorders.

The effectual protection of the people, is the first and most
important step, towards restoring the prosperity of Candeish; but,
from the havoc that has been made among the population, a long
period must elapse, befure it can shew any great sigus of improvernent.
A very hght assessment, and the favorable terms on which waste land
13 granted to speculators, will, it is hoped, accelerate this crisis, and
not only draw back the Natives of Candeish who have retired to
Guzerat and other Countries, but even attract new settlers, from places
where the population is over-abundant.

Captaip Briggs has applied himself with great zeal to the in-
provement of the district, and has adopted, and suggested various
plans for that purpose: among these, a principal onc'is the repair of
the embankments, and the fear of their falling into irretrievable ruin,
is a strong motive for commencing on this undertaking early; Lut at
present, the great want of Candeish is in population, and, where waste
land is abundant, people are more [kely to be attracted by the easy
terms on which that is granted, than by the richness of lands irrigated
by means of dams; where, from the necessity of repaying Government
for the expenses of erecting, and maintaining them, the condition of the
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cultivator has generally been observed to be worse. than on land
which has not the advantage of these costly improvements. -

Captain Briges describes the people of Candeish as peaceable
aal inoffensive, Lut timid, helpless, unenterprizing, and sunk under
the oppressivn, and the multiplied calamities to which they have so
long been exposed ; Lut this of course only applies to the trading and
agricultural classes: the soldiery (of whom part were till lately the
predatery body called Barra Bye, in Holkar’s service, and the rest
must have often joined insurgents, and even Pindarries)) are, doubt-
less, beld and restless enough.

Candeish is low and hot. Gungterry, which joins it cn the south, Marmtta cwutry
is from 1,500 to 2,000 feet above thelevel of the Tapty, and the rest of ‘;;“};’%“fﬂiffgf
* the conguered territory (except the Concan) is on the same table land. Perna, and Sattum
From this to the Kisna, or rather the Warna and Kisua, is compre-
hended in the districts of Ahmudnuggur and Peona, and the Raja of

Sattara’s territury. The western half of all this tract is hilly; the
valleys rich and highly cultivated, and the country diversified and
beantiful.  Further east are plains, but not all in the same condition.
The east of Gungterry, though open and fertile, is almost entirely
uninhabited since the famine in 1803 ; the country between that and
Ahmudnuggur is better, and the plains south of Akmudnuggur are
for many marches in all directions, one sheet of the richest cultiva-
tion. I do net know the state of the south-east of that district
towards Solapore, but I imagine it is equally prosperous. The coun-
try bevond the Neera, i3 in a very different state, thinly peopled, and
badly cultivated. It is in this tract that most of the horses in the
Marratta country are bred, and that mbst of the Silladars or Military
adventurers reside. The principal towns in the Paishwa'’s late domi-
nions are between Candeish and the Kisna, but none of them are
considerable. Poona may be reckoned to contain about 1,10,000 in-
habitants, having lost from a 10th to a 5th since the removal of Bajee
Row with his Court and Army. Nassik does not contain more than
a fourth of this number. Punderpoor is still smaller than Nassik,
and the rest all much smaller than Punderpoor. Ahmudnuggur
however must be excepted, which is reckoned to countain 20,000
souls, and is increasing rapidly. .

This tract is the oldest possession of the Marratta Government,
and i3 by far the most decidedly Marratta, in the composition of
the inbabitants. The character of that people is fully depicted in
the answers to the queries which T sent to the Collectors, especially
in Captain Grant’s.

The Bramins, who have long conducted all the business of the
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country, are correctly described by Mr. Chaplin as an “intriguing,
lyi;ng, corrupt, licentious, and unprincipled race of peoplel” to which
(‘aptam Grant adds with equal truth, “that when in power they
.ute coolly unfeeling, and systeratically oppressive,” and now “gene-
rally discontented, and only restrained by fear, from being treason-
able and treacherous.” They are superstitious, and narrow in their
tittachment to their caste, to a degree that has no example else-
where! but they are mild, patient, intelligent on many subjects, even
liberal and enlightened ; and, though regardless of sufferings which
ihey may indircetly produce, they are naturally very averse to cruelty
and bloodshed : there are among them many instances of decent and
teSpectable lives, and although they are generally subtle and insin-
ere, | have met with some, on whom I could depend for sound and
candid opinions.

The Marratta Chiefs, while in power, and especially while with
armies, are generally coarse, ignorant, rapacious and oppressive.

Those settled in their own country, and unconnected with courts
and armies, bear a much better character; being sober, industrious,
«and encouragers of agriculture. It must indeed be remembered, both
of this class and the Bramins, that we see the very worst of the whole,
and that it is among those at a distance from the scat of Govern-
ment, that we are to look for any virtue that may exist in the nation.

L

The soldiery so much resemble the Chiefs, that individuals of
the two classes might change places without any striking impro-
priety. The chiefs of course are more vicious, and probably niore
intelligent. The Marratta soldiery love war, as affording opportu-
nities for rapine in an enemy’s country, and marauding in a friend’s.
In battle, they seem always to have been the same dastardly race;
but they are active, hardy, vigilant, patient of fatigue and priva-
tions; and, though timid in action, they shew great boldness and
enterpnze in their incursions into distant countries; and on all oe-
casions they appear to have the greatost confidence in their horses,
though little or none in their swords. Their plan in a campaign, is
to avoid general engagements, to ravage their enemy's country,
and to cut up convoys and detachments; in an action it is to disperso
when attacked, and to return to the charge, when the enemy has
broken, to plunder : by these means they are enabled to prevail against
better troops than themselves.

The Marratta peasantry have some prxde in the triumphs of their
nation, and some ambition to partake in its mdxtary exploits ; but,
although circumstances might turn them into soldiers or robbers, at
present their habits are decidedly peaceful. They are sober, frugal,
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industrious; mild and inoffensive to every Ludy, and among them-
selves meither dishonest nor insincere. The faults of their Govern-
ment have however created the corresponding vices in them; its
oppression and extortion have taught them dissimulation, mendacity,
and fraud ; and the insccurity of property has rendered them so care-
less of the future, as to lavish on a marriage or cther ceremony, the
savings of years of parsimony. The first class of these vices, though
prevalent throughout the whole, in their dealings with Goverinent,
is more conspicuous among the Patails, and others who are most
brought into contact with their rulers; aud the effects of the seccnd.
are felt in the debts and embarrassments, in which the whole of the
agricultural population is plunged.

It may be observed, in conclusion, that the military Bramins
combine part of the character of Marratta soldiers, with that of their
own caste; and that the characters of the Marratta soldiery, in like
manner, runs into that of the cultivators Taking the whole asa
nation, they will be found to be inferior to their Mahomedan neigh-
bours, in knowledge and civilization, in spirit, in generosity, and per-
haps in courage; but léss tainted with pride, insolence, tyranny,
effeminacy, and debauchery; less violent. less bigotted, and (except
whtile in armies on fureign service) more peaceable, mild, and humane

Marratra CaRNATIC—The country south of the Kisna, or, as
the Marrattas call it, the Carnatic, has few hills and few places in-
capable of cultivation. Except in the immediate neighbourhood of
the ghauts, it consists of extensive plains of black or cotton ground,
a large portion of it is however unculuivated, especially of the parts
which have been under the Government of Gokla and Appa Dessye.
The hizh cultivation of the Putwurdun’s lands has often been men-
tioned. It is no doubt, owing in a great measure to their good
management : bat in a great measure likewise to the oppression of
their neighbours, which drove every man who could easily move. into
their lands. There are no large towns in this part of the country.
Hoobly is, I believe, the largest, and I have heard it estimated at
15,000 souls. The towns of Belgaum and Shahpore, which though
nearly contiguous, belong, one to Government, and one to Chintamun
Row, may amount together to 13,000 or 14,000 inhabitants. I have
not heard of any other town in this district, that contains more than
5,000 inhabitants.

Both this division and Beejapoor, are inhabited by Canarese, who
retain their own language and manners. The Marrattas are reckoned
by Mr. Chaplin, to constitute no more than an 8th, or a 10th of the
inkabitants: what there is of them scems to consist of soldiers and
Bramins, with a full share of the vice of those classes, The Canarese,
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Mr CuAPLIN describes, as resembling their countrymen in the ceded
districts, but as being more honest, manly and courageous; though
less mild, hospitable and humane: both are equally mdubtrxous and
frugal.

The Camatic wus at no distant period overrun with independent
Dessyes or Polligars, but these have all been gradually' swallowed up
Ly the Marrattas, and the Dessye of Kettoor is the only one who still
retains his possessions. The people have always been considered by
the . Marrattas to be turbulent and disaffected, which they shewed in
several rebellions, and particularly in readily j _)omlng General Munro
to expel their rulers.

They seem now to be perfectly quiet, and well effected.

The general use of Shait Sunneedees, or landed Militia, which
is so common in Mysore, is only fouud in this part of the conquercd
territory.

SKETCH OF THE MARRATTA HISTORY.

The whole of the territory above described, does net belong to
the British Government; and what does belong to it, is not all under
our immediate adninistration. The other possessors of independent
territory are the Raja of Sattara, the Raja of Colapore; and, on a
smaller scale, the Nizam, Scindia, Holkar, the Raja® of Brrar und
the Guickwar. The lands held by dependent chiefs belong to
Angria, the Punt Suchem, the Prittee Nedhee, the Putwarduns, and
other Jageerdars. To give an idea of the situation of all these Chicfs,
and indeed of the general state of the country, it is necessary to tak.
a hasty view of the history of the Marrattas.

The Marratta language and nation, extended from the Injadry or
Sautpoora mountains, nearly to the Kisna; and from the Sea on the
west, to a waving frontier on the east, which may be tolerably indi-
cated by a line drawn from Goa, to the Wurda near Chanda; and
thence along that river to the Sautpoora mountains. The whole of
the territory was probably under a Marratta King, who resided at
Deeoghuree, now Dowlatabad ; but this empire was subverted in the
beginning of the 4th century, by the Mahomedans, and remained
under various dynasties of that religion, until the end of the 17th
century, when the greater part was delivered by Sewajce and his
successors. The eastern part still remains under the Moguls.

The grand-father of éewajee was of very humble origin; but his
father had attained a considerable rank under the Kingdom of Beeja-
poor; had been entrusted with a Government; and profitting by the
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weakness of the King's power, had rendered himself nearly independent

in the southern part of the Beejapoor dominions, The same weak-,

ness encouraged Sewajee ta rebel, and plunder the country; and he
was enabled, by the incrcasing confusions in the Deccan, to found a
sort of Government, which the desultory operations of Aurnngzebe,
distracted by his numervus and simultaneous foreign wars, allowed
him time to consolidate. His rebellion began about 1646 ; he declared
himself ‘independent in 1674; and at his death, about 1682, he was
possessed of great part of the Concan; the rest being in the hands of
the Moguls of Surat,and in those of the Portuguese, or held for the
Beejapoor Government, by the ‘Siddies or Abyssinians of Gingera.
He seems alsotohave possessed the greater part of the line of ghauts,
and to haveshared with the Mahomedans the fract immediately to
the east of those mountaing, as far north as Poona, and as far south
as Colapore.

Most of these possessions were wrested from his son, who was
reduced to the hills, and part of the Concan; when Aurungzebe was
drawn off to the subversion of the monarchies of Golconda and Beeja-
Poor. The convulsions occasioned by the extinction of those States
completely unsettled the country,and threw a large portion of the
armies, wlnch had hitherto maintained tranquillity, into the scale of
the Marrattas, to whom the Jemidars thronghout the Deccan, also
appear to have beeninclined. The consequence was, that, a.lthough
on the execution of Sumbajee, the son of Sewajeo in 1689, his son
and heir Sahoojee fell into the hands of the Moguls, and his younger
brother Raja’ Ram, who succeeded him, was shut.up in the Fort of
Gingee, south of Arcot; so that, for"sc¥eral years, the L[arra.ttas had
no efficient head ; yet they were able, under different leaders, to with-
stand, and atlength to deride the cfforts of the Moguls, which were
enfeebled by the faction of ®e Generals, and the declining age of the
Frapéror, till the year 1707, when the death of A,pmntrzebe and the
contests among his successors, set them free from all danger on the
part of the Moguls. The Chiefs left in charge of the Deccan, first.
faintly ‘opposed, and then ‘conciliated the Marrattas a truce was
concluded about 1710, by which they yielded the Choute; and this,
on the ‘confirmation of the agreement, together with "a formal grant
of . then' territorial possessions by the Emperor in’ 1719, may be con-
sidered asthe final establishment of the Marratta Government, .after
& stmggla of at least 60 years. -

‘During the period betwcen the. death of Aurungzebe, and the
eonﬁrmahon 0£ the Choute, &, a great revolution. had' taken Place
among the ’\Iarralta& Sahoo’Raja, the son of Sumbam was released

i/ 1708} but on !us return g the Deccan he found - himself opposed’
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by his cousin Sewajee, son of Raja Ram. This Prince naa succeed-
ed on the death of his father, in 1700; but being either very weak,
or entirely deranged in bis intellects, his affairs were conducted by
his mother, Tarraw Bye. Sahoo Raja was enabled, chiefly by the
good conduct of his minister Ballajee Wiswanaut, to gain over Canojee
Angria, the chief support of his rival's cause, and to seat himself

‘on the Marratta musnud He 1mmediately appointed Ballajee to

the office of Paishwa, which had before belonged to the fainily of
Pinglia, but was forfeited by its possessor’s adherance to the cause of
Tatraw Bve Sahoo Raja, being incapacitated by his mental imbe-
clity, from exercising the authority with whichhe was invested, the
entire administration devolved on Ballajee Wiswanaut.

At the tume of the confirmation of the Choute, although the
Marrattas had numerous claims over severalof the provinces possessed
by the Moguls, their actualterritory does not appear to have extended
beyond the narrow limits to which it had reached under Sewajee.
The Mogul’s grant confirming their possessions, cnumerates the dis-
tricts, by which it appears, that they extended in the Concan, from the
Goa tenitory, to a point considerably to the south of Demaun ; while
above the Ghauts they only reachedfrom the Gutpurba to the niver
Kookree, 40 mulcs north of Poona. The greatest length (on the Sea
Coast) 18 280 miles, the greatest breadth (from Hurnee and Pun-
derpore to the Sea) 140; but this breadth is only found to the south
of Poona; north of that city the breadth does not exceed 70 miles.

It was long before the Marrattas obtained possession of the
country, i the immediate neighbourheod of their first conquest . the
Forts of Joonere and Ahmednuggur, the first within 40, and the
other within 80 miles of Poona, were not reduced until within the
last 60 years; long after the Marrattas haéd made themselves masters
of Malwa and Guzerat, and had plundered up to the gates of Agra
Candeish was notsubdued until within these 60 years, nor the Car-
natic until a still later period. The cause of this inconsistency, was
the elose connection between the Marrattas and Nizam Ool Moolk,
whowas glad to encourage them as the means of weakening the power
of the Court of Delly ; while they, with their usual policy, were pleas-
ed to disunite their enemies, and attack them one by one; to this
connection also it is to be ascribed, that a third of the Marratta nation
should have been left to this day, under the dominion of the
Moguls.

Ballajee Wiswanaut dying in 1720, was succeeded by his son
Bajee Rao Belall. This Chief, who appears to have been a man of
activity and abilities, took full advantage of the weakness, the dis-
tractions and the mutual jealousy and treachery of the Moguls. Hs
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over-ran all Malwa, and had entirely reduced it some time about
the year 1735, while the troops of the Senaputtee, another great
General of Sahoo Raja, had made similar progress in Guzerat The
rivalry of these Generals renewed the domestic distractions of the
Marrattas ; but Bajee Row finally overcame the Senaputtee . as Nana
Saheb subsequently did his powerful servant, the Guickwar, in 1750,
when he compelled the latter to submit implicitly to his authornty,
and to make over half of Guzerat to hus officers. Bajee Row died in
1741, and was succeeded by his son Ballajee Bajee Row, commonly
called Nana Saheb.

This Prince was the first of the Paishwas, who openly exercised
the sovereign authority on the Raja’s behalf “His two predecessors
had always affected to act under the orders of that Prince, but Raja
Sahoo dying in 1749, it was alleged by the Paishwa, that he had
formerly invested him with the sovereignty of his dominions, on con-
dition of his keeping np-the name of the-Raja’s descendants. I may
bere 1emark, that it appears more than doubtful, whether the Rajas
of Sattara ever pretended to possess absolute sovereignty, or to hold
thewr ternitories otherwise than as vassals, either of Beejapoor, or of
Delly Nana Saheb was an inactive Prince, and entrusted his in-
ternal government to his cousin Seddashew Row Bhow, and the
command of his armies to his brother Ragonaut Row, the father of
the late Paishwa A temporary exchange of these functions occa-
sioned the defeat and fall of the Bhow at Panniput, and the death
of Ballajee, who never recovered the shock

The Government then fell into the bands of Ragonaut Row,
who detained Midhoo Row, the son of Nana Saleb, in a state of
tutelage and dependence; but who was not long able ta resist the
talents and energy which that Prince early displayed. Madhoo Row
then took the reins into his own hands, imprisoned Ragonaut, and
reigned for 11 years. Though at least equal to his predecessors as a
General, Madhoo Row’s chief praise arises from his Civil Government.
He was the first who introduced order into the internal administration,
and who shewed a sincere desire to protect his subjects from
military violence, and to establish something like a regular dispen-
sation of justice?

His death, which happened in 1772, was soon followed by the
murder of his brother Narrain Row ; the usurpation of Ragonaut Row ;
and a long struggle, in which the English were unsuccessful sup-
porters of the claims of that usurper. During this disturbed period,
aud the thirteep years of comparative tranquillity which followed,
Nana Furnavees acted as Regent in the name of the infant son of

1741

1749

1761,

the murdered Narrain Row. The territories in the Deccan were 1772
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quiet, and were governed in a spint of peace and moderation, wlnch
aided the former measures of Madhoo Row in softening the pred&tory
habits of the Marrattas, but at the same time, the great Chiefs of
Hindostan hegan to appear rather as alhes than as servants; and,
although the connection of the Marrattas, as a confederacy, was pro-
bably at its greatest height at this period ; yet the seeds of dissolu-
tion, whicl. were inherent in the nature of 'it, began evidently to
display themselves, A shoit view of the meibers of this confederacy
will shew the loose ties by which the whole was held,

The state of Tanjore was scarcely, ever even in alliance with Sat-
tara; that founded by Molar Row Gorepura, in the northof Mysore, was
in unearly the same situation; and that of Colapere never joined it
in wny war The confederates must therefore be the Raja of Berar,
the Guwckwar, Scingdia, Holkar, the Powars, and the Chiefs of Jhansi
and Sagar  The first of thew powers wus clusely united in interest
with Poona, and Lad no pamts of disagréement ; yet it was frequently
at war with the Poona state, ‘and seemed to have been almost as much
comnccted with the Nizam, as with it. The Quickwar was oppros-.
scd and subdued, a vassal rather than a.confederate. He joined the
first power that appeared against the Marrattas in this part of India,
and has adhered to his aﬁxa.nce to the last. The other Chiefs were
subjects and servants of the Paishwa and were themselves born and
bred in the heart of the Marratta country, as.were theewhole of their
national troops ; not one of whom to this day, perhaps, was born m
their foreign conquests Besides the ties of kindred, language and'
country, which in most nations keep up a connection for ages, thc
Marrattas bad a strong interest in cpposing their common enemies}
yet ‘there i perhaps no instance, in which they were all engaged on
‘oneé.5ide’in"a war ;and it is surprising, that states, so_circumstanced,
shéuld be unable tokeep up a closer alliance, for aperiod little exceed-
ing the natural life of man. These facts do not, however, . ‘shew, that

‘there is hot at this moment a confederacy eemented by common voun- .

try, common interests, and common enmxfy, 1o their conquerors; but
that there 18 nothing partxculaﬂy durable in thé connection, to pxe~ :
vent its dissolving at no distant period:

At the death of Madhoo Row Narayen in 1796, the whols of the
great” Maratta Chiefs, the Raja of . Berar, Scindia, Holkar, ‘and. the
Jageerdars of the Decean, appeared: at Poona, fot the lasl:; time; us
vassals of the empire. The power and w§1ght~a of the mmmm was

.insufficient t6 control tlus tumulivous a.&se;nbly, "a.n& & scem of fac’;

tions, violencé and mtmmemenmed at'the mncimmn of whwh BaJee
Row,. the rightful 'hur, ‘but the Tepreeentattvgs of {he' %npopuiar and
proseribed hoisé of -Ragonaut Row; was slevated - toteMusmud by
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the military power of Scindia. He however was fur some time, little
more than a pageant in the hands of that Prince; and it seemed pro-
bable, that Scindia would soon imitate the example of the Paishwa's
ancestors, and reduce his nominal master o the condition of the Raja
of Sattara. 1t was perhaps the dread, or the interference of the Bri-
tish which prevented this change of dynasty ; and at the end of a few
years, the increasing disorders in Scindia’s own possessions obliged
him to quit his bold on the Paishwa, and ‘to withraw to Hindco-
stan. ‘Bajee Row, now left alone, had neither ability por inclination,
to put bimself at the head of his turbulent Chiefs’ aml mutinous
army . He remained quiet in Pooua, while every Jageerdar assumed
independence, and the country was ovef-run by banditti, formed
from the soldiery that were no lunger e?nployed in the armies to
within a few miles of the capital. At length his Highness was

181

exfclied by Holkar. He returned, supported by a British force ; and

from that time begun a new order of thmvs, which existed at the
time of our conquest.

‘Instead of the extensive, but Jouse confederacy, of which the
Paishwa, was head, which was in a constant state of foreign war, and
internal disorder ; and which could only be held together by constant
wiglance, and activity, as well ag concession and management; the
Paishwa was now to possess in peace, a small compact territory ; and
as this had forperly partaken of the loose government of the general

“ma-y, it became the Paishwa's object to consolidate his power, and

®

cstablish it on such a fuoting, as would allow of his governing with as

_ much ease as other Eastern Princes.

Some progresshad been made,towards thisstate of things, during
the government of Madhoo Row and Nana Furnavees ; and Ba_}ea Row
himself from temper, as nyuch as from policy, had already adopted the
course most suited to his mtuatmn. The head of an unpopular party
and educated in a pnson, he h:u] little sympathy. with the bulk of his
nation, and little desire [ any Gaterprize in which he might require
their- asmstxnoa - His only wish was tq granfy his lave, of power, and
of revenge ; w:thout endangering his- éafety “or disturbing his ease.
He had therefore begun “his administration;, by plundermg all the
lmmsters connected with his enemy,” Nana Furnavees had seized on
the" Jageers of his principal opponents, When the treaty of Basscen
relieved him from-aH | apprehension of resistance, hé gave a loose to
his desu'e for depressmg the great, and degrading his enemies,

iﬁAlm;usi‘;a.llii;h.oms who hisud beén connected with, the governnient
of. hm predecessors, where discanded ; the great Sirdars, who held lands,
were extlierd:spmessed or keptat a distance, and’ obliged .o’ yield
mlplmt, shedices to his will ; 0o atlemnt ¥a3mads to mmsmm the old

1843
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army , the Chiefs who had commanded it, were left inwant ; the court
was almost entirely composed of new men ; and the few troops that were
retained, weré commanded by upstarts, and paid from the ticasury.

A severe fanune that followed Bajee Row’s restoration, prevented
the natural eflect of hus reduction of the military force - many men
»penished, and more horses, and the vacancies occasioned by the deaths
of the owners of land, affordeda provision for many who had till then
maint ined themselves by the profession of arms. Many more went
to the camp of Scindia, who was then exchanging his Musulman re-
tainers for Muirattas others found employment with Holkar, and the
Raja of Berar and maby probably joined the hordes of Pindarries,
which begun about this time to be conspicuous

The discontents of the Chiefs were kept under, by the presenca
of a British force, and  great progress had thus been made in reduc-
‘ng the country to the state desired by Bajee Row, when other events
oc urred to induce him to change his system. The progress that has
been made, has however been favorable to us. The number of Ja-
geerdars, though still very great, has been lessened ; the pride of the
nation has been humbled, and its military strength reduced The
war and previousyears of intrigue and opposition, however, unsettled
men’s minds ; the reduction of the armies of Scindia, the Bosla and
the Pindarries have increased the numbers of the soldiery: the des
truction of the smaller Jageerdars in Hindoostan hasy thrown themw,
and their retainers back on their old country, and our having raised
our irregular horse and formed our civil establishments before Bajce
Row's adherents were sufficiently depressed to come over to us, has
left most of them out vf employ ; so that there are now two irregular
-armies ; the Marratta one and our own ; and three civil establishments ;
Nana Furnavee's, Bajee Row’s, and ours, within this one territory.

REVENUE.

The principle I adopted for the civil administration, being to
preserve unimpaired the pratice which I found established ; this part
of my report ought to consist entirely of an account of the Marratta
system ; and although more ¢hanges have been introduced than were
intended, that will in fact occupy a very considerable portion of the
statemnent which is to follow. x

My information is derived, in a great measure, from the J um-
mabundy reports of the local officers, on revenuc subjects; and on
judicial ones, from the answers of the same gentlemen to a series of
queries, which I circulated about the end of last year. These answers
ave forwarded, and I beg to recommnend them: to attention. That
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of Mr. Chaplin is of particular value. Captain Grant’s contains
rouch mformation, both on the points immediately in question, and

on the general character of the people; and those of Mr. Thackeray,-

Sub-Collector of Ranee Bednore, have likewise considerable merit.

Besides this view of the former practice, I shall point out the changes

that hawe occurred; and as local opinions are always of use, I shall
add such suggestions as occur to me on the course to be pursued
hereafter ; though the want of general knowledge, as- well as of ex-
perience in the departments to which they refer, may often make
them crude or erroneous.’ ‘I

In whatever point of view we examine the Native government 1n
the Deccan, the first and most important feature is, the division 1to
villages or townships. These communities contain in miniature, all
the materials of a state within. themselves, and are almost sufficient
to protect their members, if all other governments were withdrawn.
Though probably not compatible with a very good form of govern-
ment, they are an excellent remedy for the imperfections of a bad
one , they prevent the bad effects of its negligence and weakness :
and even present some barrier against its tyranny and rapacity.

Each village has a portion of ground attached to it, which is com-
mitted to the management of the inhabitants. The boundaries are
carefully marked, and jealously guarded. They are divided into fields,
the limits of which are exactly known ; each field has a namec, and 13
kept distinct, eyen when the cultivation of it has long becn abandoned.
The villagers are almost entirely cultivators of the ground, with the
addition of the few traders and artisans that are required to supply
therr wants. The head of each village is the Patail, who has under
him an assistant, called a Chaugulla, and a clerk called a Coolkurnee.
There are besides, 12 village ofﬁcerq, well known by the name of the
Barra, Bullootee. These are the astrologer, the pricst, the carpenter,
barber, &c., but the only ones who are concerned in the administration
of the government, are the Sonar, or Potedar, who is silver-smith and
assayer of money, and the Mhar, who, in addition to various other
unportant duties, acts as watchman to the village. Each of these
classes consists of one or more individuals, according as their original

Village Government.

For a full account

families have branched out. The Mhars are seldom fewer than four of the constitution of

or five, and there are besides, where those tribes are numerous, very

a village, see Captain
Robertson’s letter of

frequently several Beels or Ramoossees, employed also as watchmen, March 9th 1819,

but performing none of the other duties of the Mhar.

The Patails are the most important functionaries in the villages,
and perhaps the most important class in the country. They hold their
office by a grant from the government (generally from that of the
Moguls), are entitled in virtue of it to lands and fees, and have various
little privileges and: dlstmctlons, of which they are as tenacious as of

Patail,
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The functions and their laud.  Their office and’ emoluments are hereditary, and salcalle
,’;,'rdiﬁc:ﬁ’:wﬁ ,,I;iz"];‘el with the consent of the Government, but are scldom sold, except in
;"{;(’“"a‘g f";ﬁﬁf‘t?f&f cares of extreme neccssity, though a partner is sometimes admtted
terring a share of the With a carcful reservation of the superiority of the old pessessor. The
"ﬁﬁ:‘:fl’cx’h‘{);‘ ?ﬂm‘ff;fx Patail 18 head of the Police, and of the administiation pf justice m hig
Robertson, n ks Lt village ; but he need only be mentioned here as an officer of revenue.
%?:1 g}‘i{;,,wémh gtf’ In that capacity he performs on a small scale what a Mamlutdar or a

collector does on a large; he allots the lands to such cultivators as have
no landed property of their own, and fixes the rent which cach has
to, pay . he colleets the revenuc for Govermaent fromn all the ryots ;
conducts all 1ts arrangements with themw, and exerts hihmsclf to
promote the enltivation and the prosperity of the village. Though
onginally the agent of the Goserwment, he is now regarded as equally
the representative of the ryots, and is not less useful in executing the
orders of the Government, than in asscrting the rights, or at least w
makig known the wrongs, of the people
Caolenrace The Coolcainee keeps the numerons records and acconnts of the
;,ﬁgié‘gtgﬁ{'{}gﬁ' village. The most important are, Ist, the general mewsurement and
description of all the village lands:2d, the list of fields, with the
name, size, and guality of each, the terms by which it is held, the
name of the tenant, the vent for which he has agreed, and the highest
rent ever produ- 1 by the field : 3d, the list of wll the inhalutants,
wh- ther enltivators or otherwise, with a statement of the dues from
cach, to Government ; and the rceeipt and balance in the account ot
cach . 4th, the gcucral statement of the instalments of “ revenue which
have been realized : and, 5th, the detailed account where cach manch
of revenue 13 shewn under a scparate head, with the receipts and
halance on each. Besides the public records, hie genernlly keeps the
aocounts of all the cultivators with each other, and with ihew
credibors,—acts as a notary public, in diawing up all thewr agree-
menis ; and even conducts any private correspondence they may have
tocarryon. He has lands , but oftener fees allotted {o ki by Goviern-

ment, from which he holds his appointment

Chavgulla, The Chaugulla acts under the orders of th¢ Patail, and assists
him in his dutics ; he also has the care of the Cooleurnec’s recordas

Watchman, The most important revenue duty of the Mhar 13 to watch over
the boundaries, both of the village lands and of each individual’s field ;
to see that they are not encroached onj;to give evideuce in cuses
where they are disputed ; he watches over crops, whether cut or grow-
ing, as long as they are in the fields. He is also the public mes-
senger, and guide ; and will be mentioned again as a most importaut
actor in the Police. ?

Potedar. The Potedar, besides being the village <ilver-amith, aways all

moncy paid, cither to Government, or to individnals,
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thfz the few exceptions already inentioned, all the villagers are
coltivators ; and these, as there are few labourers, are distinguished by
their tenures inta two classes, that of Meerassees or landed proprietors,
and that of Ooprees, or farmers.

As I was particularly directed to attend to the tenures of land, I Meerassecs, or land
Lave called on the Collectors to furnish ‘the requisite information ; g}&:ﬁ? obors, No 14
only two answers have been received, but the enelosed Extracts, No. 7, dated March . 1918,

ptain Briggs, dat-
from letters written on other subjects, sufficiently elucidate this ed Decr. 2ud 1318 ¢
question. They are perhaps the more to be depended on, becausc all Saptuin 1;:“‘1“5{’;
of them, except Captain (frant'a and Captain Brigg’s 2nd letter, gte Captain )Br}u:g{;}
were written before any question had been put, that could influence 4pg Capta e Grant,
the writers ; and that they are not produced by any speculations, but dated Avgust 1817,
forced on the Colfectors, by the course of their ordinary business.
The deeds of sale enclosed in Captain Robertson’s letter of March
9th, throw a clear hcht on the manner in which the Meerassee tenure
was regarded By the people and by the Gavernment. The result of F'alsa enclose 1aport
those reports, and of my own enquiries 13, that(a large portion of the Jo up by Cﬁ;g:f;
ryots are the proprietors of their estates, subject to the payment of a Macleod, from the

fized land-tax to Government ; that their property is hereditary and :ﬁf&nﬂhﬁﬁ(ﬁ"ﬁ;
saleable, and, they are mever dlspos&.ésqed while they pay their tax, °“‘;; in the Dufturs,
and even then, they have for o long penod (at teast 30 ycars) the
right of :ecla,lmmg their estate, on paying the dues of Cvovernmant
Their land tax is fized ; but the late Marratta Government load
with other nnpo:ntxons whxch reduced that adva.ntacre to a mere name 3
so far however was this from destroying the salde’ of their estates,
that, although the Government. took advantage of, their' attachment
to make them pay consdera,bly more than an QOopree; and ﬂmugh
.alt the Meerassdars were, in ordinary cases, obliged to make up for
failures, in the. payment of each of their body, yet their lands were
saleable, and generally at 10 years' purchase, This fact fmght 'Tead
us fo suppose, that even with all the exactions of the late(Mana.tta
Govemmenﬁ, ‘the share of the ryot ‘must have amounted to more than
half the produee of the land ; Yout. experience shews that men will
keep their" estates, even after becommg a losing- concern, until they
-are obliged to paf‘ﬁ with them from absolite want, or until- oppressiodt
} 1 ‘that the’ admutagps of proprietorship, in better
times, have been} forgotten, - (The Meerassdars: are -perhaps 'more
‘numerots thas th Ooprees all dver the Marratta coﬁntry} In the
Carnatic, { am mfarmed by Mr. Ghaphn, that" they do, not_exist at
Benilie&Meerassdar they are talled Thulkuree about; Poona.
»An‘* opinion, vmla throughuut the ' Maryatta™ country, »that
umder thé old Hindos govmmn‘ent all the land was beld by Meera.sseesr
‘and,_that the wOppreea wers' introdyeedy as the old propnetors sunk
underfth& ‘tyranny of the Mahomedans.\ This opinion is. supportéd-
"B
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by the fact, that the greater part of the fields, now cultivated by
Ooprees, are recorded in the vilage books, as belonging to absent
proprictors ; and affords, when combined with circumstances observed
tn other parts of the Peninsula, and with the light land-tax authorized
by Menu, a strong presumption, that the Revenue system under the
Hindoos (if they had an uniform system) was founded on private
property m the soil

" ALl the land which does not belong to the Meerassees, belongs to
Government, or those to whom Government has essigned it. The
property of the Zemindars in the soxl has not been introduced, or even
hca;d of, in the Marratta country. ~§

\ The cultivated land belonging to Government, except some parts
which it keeps in 1ts own hands, to be managed by the Mamlutdars,
was always let out to Ooprees, who had a lease ; with the expiration
of which their claim and duties expired. .

These arc all the tenures on which land was held, as tar as
regards the property of the soil. The assignments by Government, of
1ts own 1cvenue, or share of the produce, will be mentioned hereafter
Jt need only be observed, that in making these grants, it could not
transfer the sharc of a Meerassdar. Even Bajec Row, when he had
occasion for Mecrassee land, paid the price of it.

Such are the component parts of a village : its transactions with
Government will be explained hereafter; but there cre some of its
mternal affairs still to be mentioned. The maintenance of the
Village Temple; its fixed and authorized pensions, and annual cha-
rities ; its cerewnonies and religious festivals ; its alms to heggars and
entertainments to guests, especially to Bramins and Fakeers; its occa-
stonal amuscments, turablers, dancers, &c., its nuzzurs to superiors ; its
offerings to the Patail and other village officers on occasions of con-
dolence or congratulation; the expenses of the Patail on the public
affairs, and the fees of peons stationed in the village, entail a number
of expenses on the cornmunity, which, unless allowed for from the
Government revenue (which is very rare), are defrayed by a tax on
the village. This tax falls on the cultivators, especially on the

" Meerassdar, and is a great squrce of profit 16 the Patails and

‘oolcurnces.  In gencral these expenses were in:the proportion of
1-10th, or from that to 1-5th, to the public revenue. The three first
charges were called Solabad, or permanent, and were provided for by
permanent assessments ; and the rest Saudir Warrid, or. contingent,
which wete paid by extra assessments called Saudir Warrid Puttee ;
these last were always liable to a scrutiny by the Mamlutdars, who
probably perceived that all expensive charges against the ryots would
in time fall on the Government, In addition to these, were occasion-
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al expenses, such as repairs of the village walls, the necessity of en-
tertaining Sebundies for defence, ox of paying an enemy, or an
insurgent for forbearance, which it was beyond the means of a village
to defray at once. In this case, the village contracted a public debt
which was gradually paid by an annual assessment included in the
Saudir Warrid Puttee, and some times provided for by mortgages, or
grants of land on the part of the villagers. These ‘grants were called
Gaum Nishut Enaums ; if they were so small as to be admitted, or be
Likely to be admitted by the Government, no rent was charged on
them ; but if they were too large to be agreed to, or to escape obser-
vation, the revenue was paid by all the other ryots, the creditor still
enjoying them rent free: small grants were also made for Temples,
or to Bramins, which were always acquiesced in by the Govemment)
but the villagers have never pretended to any property in the soil,
bevond the estates of the Meerassdars. '

The pext division, is a Turruf, composed of an indefinite number
of villages, with perhaps an addition of uninhabited mountain and
forest land (there being no other land ‘not included in some village).
A Turruf is under no particular officers ; feveral of them make a
Purgunna, which is under a Daishmook or Zemindar, who performs
the same functions towards the Pergunpa as a Patail towards the

" village. He is assisted by a Daispandee, who answers to the Cool-

curnee, and a Daischaugulla. The Daishmook and Daischaugulla, like
the Patail and Thaugulla, are Marrattas. The Daispandee and Cool-
curnee are Bramins : above these officers there appear to have formerly
been Sirdaishmooks and Sirdaispandees; Lut this order of things is
not remembered ; though there is still one family of the ancient
Sir Daishmooks extant, beside the Raja of Sattara, who extorted
the office of Sir Daishmook from the Mogul, as a pretext for some
exaction from the country. The only Sir Daispandees I have heard
of, are in the Concan. There is also an Officer called Sir Canoongoe
in Candeish, whose office probably eorrcsponds with that of Sir
Daispandee. There are other Officers still in existence in some
places, such as the Sir Patail, the Nargoond, &e, whose present
functions are too unimportant to promise any advantage from an
investigation of their ancient condition. It is universally believed in
the Marratta Country, that the Daishmooks, Daispandees, &c., were all

Officers appointed by some former Government; and it seems probable,,

that they were the Revenue Officers of the Hindoo Government ; that
these Officers, being hereditary, like most others under the Hindoos;
they where in possession of too much knowledge and influence %o be
dispossessed by the Mahomedans ; who, though they appointed Dis-
trict-Officers, availed themselves of the experience of the Zemixdars,
and allowed them to settle with the Patails, explaining their proceed-

Village Debts

Village grants of

Land

Daishmeok Daspan-

dees, and other Ze-
mindars, or Distnct
Otﬁcet’s
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ings to the ‘more immediate Officer of Governntent. "They even
often farmed out the whole Pergunna to the Daishnrooke, who by this.
means acquired so much authority in some parts of the tountry,ss to
be able, on the decline of the Mahomedan kingdome in’ the Deocan,
tu maintain themselves, for a time, in independence. ‘The Marratta,
or rather the Bramin Government, was led by’ this. ¢onduet, sind by
their embezzlements of the Public Revenue, almost to, set - aside the
employment of the Zemindars ; transacting all business directly with
the Patails, by mcans of its own Officers. This ¢hangs, though pro-
bably produced by the policy and avarice of the Bramius, is wonsider-
ed to have been attended with beneficial eﬂ'ects, as delivéring ihe-
people from the oppressions and exactions of the Zemindars.

Long after the Zemindars censed. to be the prmupa), Ageuty,
they were still made use of as & check on the Mamlutdar; and wo
accounts were passed, unless corroborated Ly conegptmdmg arcounts
irom them ; bat even this pr.mlce has been disuscd since the farmimg
system, except in the distant proviuces of Guzerat and. the Carnatic.

Thcbd Officers still hold tho lands and fees that were m*xgwadty
assigned them as wages, and are still considered ag servants of the’
Government j but the only duty they perform is to ‘produce their old
Records, wheén required ; to settle disputes about land, by & yeference
to those Records, and to keep a Register of all new grants and trans.
fers of property, either by the Government, or by infividuals. This
Register must however be very incomplete, as no ‘man is ohliged {or
record his deed unless he choses { The Daishrmook's wrofits are very
great ; generally, T am told, above five per cent, not only on the

- Bevenue, but on the land ; five acres in each bundred, for examp]w,

will belong to the Daishmook, and a twentjeth of the wllectlons he.
sides ; he has also various claims in kind, Js & pair, of ﬂm«& overy
year frum each shoe-maker ; a portion of ghee from those wha make
that preparation, &e., &,

“Tlie Daishmook of Futton has even 25 ‘per geut, but having o i
for centuries Jageerdar of his gwn, Pergunna, he, has probally transfer-
réd a great deal from thé Govemment account tev\, h;s own, 4The al-
lowances of the Daispandee are about’ half thosa, of ‘the Zl)awhmvok,
The allowances of the Patail and Coolcurnee 'are exactly of rthe! aanzlc
natare, but much smaller.: All these fees are Jeyied Ly the owmrs;
distinet from thé Government Revenus, - {\lexmooka "and., Ibm-
-pandges, as well as Patails pnd Coolcurnees, sell t:hezr OWTL- laull ami

Hees (or V&uttun, 2 both aro. called) 7 ut nemhfr pretende to’ any:

pwperty in the rest of the lands; * I} soeins to befthoughe,ﬁ that- 1hey.
chnnot: even sell their' Offices, (theugh Patails‘and. Cooléurnees-ean):
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aad it i3 even doubtful, if they can sell their fees, though they 1ay
pown them. Their land they can certainly sell

A number of Pergunnahs formerly composed a .Sircar, but tlas

Marratta ~vaten ot

division ig now completely disused ; and that into Pergunnahs aud Revenue

Turrufs, though still kept up in reconla is notalways the real Reve.
nue division. To explain this completely, would lesd me into the
complicated system of the Marrattas, which is the less necessary, as
that system is now, as far as possible, laid aside. An idea of the divt

siong to which it leads, and which vary in.different places, may he
derived from the following account of one of the simplost cases.

The first pretension of Sewajee was to levy from the Ryots, as
Sir Daishmook, 10 Rupees for every hundred levied by the Govern-
ment, This was aftcrwards followed by & demand of & fourth of the
Government collections, which at length was yielded by the Moguls.
The fourth thus acquired, is called by the Marrattas the Choute; 1t
wag immediately divided by the Prince with his Ministers and Sirdars.
A fourth of it waa at first reserved for the Raja, and collected by the
Prittee Nidhee, the Paishwz, and the Punt Suchem, under the nme
of Bauliea. 6 per cent on the whole Choute, before the deduction of
the Baubtee, was given uunder the name of Sahowa to the “Punt
Suchem. 'The remainder of the Choute, under the name of Mokassa,
wag partitioned among the Sirdars, on condition of maintaining troops,
of bearing certain expenses, and of paying a certain portion of money
to the treasury. The Sir Daishmokee shared the same fate, and from
these funds some Enams were also granted, and some chanties defrayed.

Subsequently to the aequisition of the Choute, the remaining
three fourths 6f the country, (which-is called Jageer, in contradistine-
tion to the Choute) fell also into; the: hands of the Marrattas The
division thén stood ay fi ollows

Supposing the Government share, 400.
Sir Daishmookee ... . . .. .. 40
Govemment Revemla e eve et e $00

Vw. Ch!mte, or fnurt-lx ‘-; e e 'l()()
Jageet L Y T e 1.+ 300
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a2
Subdivizions of Mookussu.
Sahotia, 6 per cent on the whole Choute ... ... ©
Ein Mokassa ... O 11

Total Mokassa ... 73

This gives but an imperfect idea of the numerous subdivisions

whirh have been made in most parts of the country. Some were
assigmed to Jageerdars, and their separation from the bulk of the
Revenue was thus necessarily perpetuated ; but even where they all
tell 1nto the hands of the Government ; it still kept them up in name,
and sometimes even in practice. Thus one man would soinctimes
collect the Sirdaishmookee ; another the Jageer dues;a think the
Mokassa ; n fourth the Baubtee, and a fifth the Suhotra, on the same
village. In this case the holder of the Jageer would settle the sum
to be paid hy the village ; the Mokassadar wounld send and collect
his share from the 1yots | but the other claimants would allow the
Lolder of the Jageer to collect the rest, and pay to each his shave,
the amount of whieh each would ascertain from the village accounts.
But when there was a defalcation, each emdeavoured to collect his
own, and throw the loss on his ueighbour, aud a general struggle
ensued, in which the ryots werc sure to sutfer from the violence of
the combatants. In addition to this distribution of the Revenue,
various causes broke up the Pergunnas, and made the Marrutts
Revenue divisions exceedingly scattered and intermixod.

Their gradations of authority departed as far from the unifunnity
of the Mahomedaus, as their divisions of the Territory. In gencral,
cach Revenue division was under an Officer, who in a large district
was called Mamlutdar, and in a small one Camavisdar ; under these
Turrufdars or Carkoons, who had charge of a considerable number of
villages , and uuder them Shaikdars, who had four or five. The
nomination of the Mamlutdars rested with Government ; that of the
inferior agents with the Mamlutdar. There were however in every
division permanent Officers called Durrukdars, appointed by Govein-
ment, and geuerally hereditary, whose signature was necessary to all
papers ; and who were bound to give information of all malpractices
of the Mamlutdars. These Officers wero the Dewan, who was the
deputy to the Mamlutdar, the Furnavees, or keeper of registors, the
Potenavees, or cash accountant, &c.

In some provinces, especially in remote ones, such as Candeish,
Quzerat and -the Carnatic, there was an Ofticer between the
Mamlutdars and the Government, who was called Sir Soobehdar ; bis
powers and duties varied. In the Carnatic he was abswerable for the
Reyenue, and appointed his own Mamlutdars ; but in Candeish he
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had only a general superintendence ; every Mamlutda giving g
own accounts, and making bis payments direct to Government The
allowances of these Officers were not very clearly fixed ; before the
introducticn of the farming system, a considerable Mamlutdar bhad
5,000 or 6,000 Rupees a year, generally about one per cent on the
Revenue, besides an undefined sllowance for his expenses He also
made large unauthorized profits, often with the connivance of Gov-
ernment. He was reckoned rcasonable, if his whole profits did nat
exceed 5 per cent on the net revenue.

Every Mamlutdar, on his appointinent, or at the commeicement

of the yea:, 1eceived from Government an estimate of the revenne of

bis district; with a list of all the authorized charges, mncluding
Sebundees, pensicns, rehigious expenses, salaries. &e, &e. It was his
duty to send m the balance to Government ; and a proportion of it,
gwnerally half, was paid immediately ; the rest was” paid by mstal-
nents, but always in advance The Mamlutdar then proceeded to
hus district, and moved about to superintend his offiecs, ¢r1 to
redvess grievances ; he kept a Vakeel at Poona to receive all orders,
and answer all complaints. Complaints are said to have been readily
heard ; but as all was done by the Prince, or his Prime Minister, that
mu~t have depended on their leisure and patience. At the end of the
vear, the Mamlutdar presented his accounts of the cullections, con-
firmed by the accounts signed by the Zemindars, and the receipts and
expenditure in his own office, drawn up by the Furnavees, and signed
by the other Durruckdars. These were carefully revised ; and, as
trom the mode of payment m advance there was gen: rally a balance
in favor of the Mamlutdar ; all unauthorized charges were struck out
~f it, and often reductlom were made on account of supposed
embezzlements without much proof or investigation. The admitted
balance was carried on in account from year to year; was home
times compromised by partial payments, by grants of annuities,
&c, but was seldom fully paid. On the other hand, all balances
due to the Government were exacted; though the Mamlutdar
was not bound to pay the sum inserted in hisy estimate, 1f
the receipts fell short of it. If the defaleation was owing to corruption
un his part, he was obhged to refund ; and if to his negligence, he was
removed from his office. Though, in thlS adjustinent of accounts, all
advantages appear to be on the side of the Govemment vet the
Maralutdars do not appear to have complained, or to have suffered
much in reality They had probably many ways of making money,
which eluded the utmost researches of the Government, especially as
they could gencrally. find means to engage the Zemindars and
Durruckdars on their side The sources of their profit were conceal-
ment of receipts (especially fees, fines, and other ,undefined collec-
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tions,) false char/ges for romissions, false musters,non-payment of
pensions, and other frauds in expenditdre. -

The grand source of their profit was an extra ‘assessmént above ¢
the rovenue, which was called Sauder Warrid Puttee, It was levied
to pay expenses of the district not provided for by Govemment., and
uaturally afforded a great field for peculation; ono of the chief of
there expenscs was called Durbar Khurch, or Untist: This” was,
originally applied secretly to bribe 'the Ministers and auditom. By
degrees, their bribes became established feos, and the. accoum wos
audited like the rost ; but as bribes were still reqmre& another in-
croase of colloction took place for this -purpose ; and as the . aud:t.ors‘
nud accountants did not search minutely, into those delicate ragsac-
tions, the Mamlutdar generally eollocted much more for bimself, than
he did for bis patrons It was said, that it was- cbleﬂy the Oovern-’
ment that suffered by these frauds, and that the irposts d dxd, hot- fall’
heavy on the Ryots. If this were 5o, it ‘was probably: owmg to the,
wherestthe Mumlutdars had in the prosperity of theit districts, ?rp*m
lbe toug periods for which they were allowed to hold them; ' Manyﬁ
men held the sume"district for as long as 50 years,

The following wag the manner in which the Mangluulazﬁ rhiged:
the Revenue from his district. At the beginning of the rains, he’sent
for the Potail ; gave him a general assurance, that he should teke no.
more: than was usual; ¢ho Patails giving » written .engagement,
specifying the quantity of cultivated land, the quantity ¢ of waste, and

‘that granted at a just rent to new settlers, and prommng ‘to yealize

tho Bevenuc. He then wont Lo bis village) edouriged the Ryots to.
cultivate, procured t‘hem loans, or forbesrance from former credlwmﬁ
promised. o get, them Takanvee (or advances from the M&mlutci&r),
and prevailed on them to undertake the ploughing’ of ‘ngw xl.'mds
cr*mmveﬂma’mxmmr 1ot by thé Goverpment ; it
was.payable in 2 or'3 years, with interest, and security, was given by:
the Patail, or soveral of the Ryots,

Abodt the end of one year, when the pmﬁmpa.l harvest Was mm{y
roady-to be cut, the Mamlutdar moved out intobis i glistrict sind .whs
attended by, the Patails of villages, with. then‘ (Jo&oumem whd. laid
before him the ‘papers already enumera.ted 'i‘ha wholé caunhy bas,
been surveyed, and each fiold classed ‘and ‘asucised - ncoording - %@f&
cireurostances. snd quality: . The Northern. districts \wérewmeyed

by Mullick Umber, and the Southern by the’ Adil: Shaishpe]. Kingn,
~begides partial and iraperfect atierap ta ot mxive;u by 12bé, Mwmﬁm

The assessmént fixed by those Monarchi i&" od/"the: ’Tg.nﬁ’hnm ’Thé
whole. amoupt thug assessed . was’ nevar wtually*'reahzaﬁgn 1609,

- villagos, while in others.o. g eatér feverine Ty . bavy, begs s oollectad:;
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This gave rise to another rate, being the highest ever paid, whieh is
called the Kamil or Hemaul, and which is considered more applicable
to practical purposes than the Tunkha: that of the last year, or of
any recent year, is called the Wussool, or Akar.  All these rates are
contuncd in the Coolcurnee’s papers, with the other particulars men-
tioned before, which ought to give a full view of the state of the in-
habitants and cultivation. The Mamlutdar was enabled, by the
intimate knowledge of the village possessed by bis Shaikdars, to judge
of the accuracy of these statements, and he proceeded to scttle the
Reveuue of the ensuing scason, on a consideration of the amount paid
in former years, combined with a rogurd to the actual state of things.
The Patail represcuted any ground there was for relaxat on, in the
termis in which he expected the support of the Daishmook and
Daispandee ; all hereditary officers being considered as connected with
the Ryots.  The Patail was likewise accompanied by scme of the
principal Ryots, especially of the Mcerassdars, who were witnesses to
Li~ proceedings, and who also assisted him with their opinions.  These
discussions gencrally ended in a second more particular agreement; on
which the Patail interchanged with the Mamlutdar an engagement,
fixing the Revenue: that of the Mamlutdar was called the Jura-
mabundee Puttee, and that of the Patail, Kabool Keetba. The
Patoils bad gencrally settled with the Ryots the share which each was
to bear, before he came to make the setuements; and if any thing
unexpected nas proposed, so as to derauge the distribution agreed on,
Le returncd to bis village, to consult the Ryots anew. When the
Pawil continuel obstinately to reject the terms offered by the
Mamlutdar, a special officer was sent to the spot to cxamine the fields,
aml if no other means succeeded in effecting an adjustment, the
Mamlutdar would offer what seems to have been” the original prin-
ciple in all settlements, namely, for Government to take half, and
leave halt to-the cultivator. This plan was termed Bhuttye. It is
generally adopted in the Concan, but seldom resorted to above the
Ghauts, until the final sctdement was made ; the crops in many parts
of the country wéte kept in charge of Havildars on behalf of Govern-
ment, who allowed them to be curtied off as soon &s the settlement
was completed.  In the country immediately round Poona, however,
and 1 that now under Sattara, this custom was not observed.

When the time for paying arrived, a Sebundy was scat by the
Shaikdar to assist the Patail.  The Mhar summoned the Ryots, who
paid their 1ent o the Patail, in the presence of the Potedar, wha
assuyed and stamped the money ; and of the Coolenrnee, who granted
a receipt. When all was collected, the Patail seut it by the Mhan,
with a letter to the Daishmeok, and another to the Lamavxsdar under
charge of the Chaugulls, and received a receipt from the Mamlutdaw

4r
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If 2 Ryot refused, or was unable to pay bis revenue, the Scbundy
pressed him for it ; confined him in the village Cholty ; exposed him
to the sun ; put a heavy stone on bis head, and prevented bis cating
and drinking until he paid. If this did not succeed, he was carried
to the Manlutdar, his cattle were sold, and himself thrown into
prison, or 1nto irons. This rigorous treatment was seldom necessary
for the regular revenue; it was more cmployed in exacting extra-
ordinary taxcs; and under the farming system, the practice of it was
frequent and severe. If a whole vdlage resisted, these severities fcll
on the Patail, but previous to that cxtremity, a horseman was bil-
leted on the village, or a fine levied, to induce it to submit. The
payments were by three instalments, corresponding with the seasons
of the Rubbce, Toossar and Khureef crops; there was frequently
another at the end of the year, to recover all outstanding balances.

Tho above relates to the regular rent or tax on the land ; tor it
may be considered as rent, with regard to the Ooprees; and as a tax,
with regard to the Meerassdars ; (it is called by the Natives, Ayen
Jumma, or proper collections). Another regular source of Revenue
levied, partly on the Ryots, and partly on the other inhabitants, is
that termed by, the Marrattas, Sawaee Jumma, (or extra collections) ;
these taxes vary extremely in different districts, and even in different
villages. The following list, though not complete, gives an 1ideca of
their nature. The first fall chiefly, or entirely on the cultivators:
Dukub Puttee, a tax of one year’s revenue in ten, oir the lunds of the
Daishmook and Daispandee: Huk Choutaee, a fourth of the feeq,
levied every year : Mhar Mharkee, a particular tax, on the Euams of
the Mhars: Meeras Puttee, an additional tax, once in three years, on
Meerassdars : Enam Fijavee, a payment of Enamdars, of a third of

“the Government share of their lands yearly : Enam Puttee. pn ocea-
sional tax, imposed in times of exigeney on Epamdars: Pandee
Gunna, an additional lovy, equal to 12 per cent on the Tunkha, once
in 12 years: Veer Hoonda, an extra tax on lands watcred from wells.
Other taxes were on traders alone, These were Mohterfa, a tax on
shop keepers, varying with their means; in fact, an, mcome tax :
Belootee, a tax on the 12 village servants. These too are sometimes
included in the Ayen Jumma ;and in some plaoes the Mobterfa form-«
a distinct head by itself : Bayar Beituk, a tax on stalls at fairs;
Koomar Kan, on the carth dug up by the potters. The following
might fall indiscriminately on both classes : Ghur Puttee, or Amber
Sarree, a house tax levied from all, but Braming and Village officers.
Butchappanee, a fee on the annual examination of weights and
measures : Tug, a similar fee-on examining the scales used for bulky
articles : Deckka, or the right to beat a drum, on particular religious
and other occasions: Khereedy Jins, (or purveyance,) the right to

Extra Revenue,
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purchase articles at a certain rate ; this was generally commuted for
2 moncy payment : Luggun Tukka, a tax on maniages: Paut Dauna,

a particular tax on the marriage of widows : Mhys Puttee, a tax on
buflaloes . Bukra Puttee, a tax on sheep. There were also vceasional
contributions in kind, called Fur Furmanesh, such as bullocks’ hides,
charcoal, hemp, rope, ghee, &c, which were often commuted for fixed
money ‘payments ; many other sums were paid in commutation for
service. All these collections were made by the Patail in small
villages, though in towns there was a separate officer to levy thosc
most connected with the land. Government had other sources of
revenue included in the Sawace Jumma in each village, besides those
enumerated. The principal were as follows : Khamawis, Goonahgar-
ree, or.Kund Furshee, as fines anll forfeitures, Beitool Maul (Echeats)
awmount (profit from deposits and temporary sequestrations ): Wau li-
aravee, paid by cattle grazing on government land: Ghas Kuttanec,
or grass cut on government lands : Devustant Dubhee, derived iroiwn
offerings to idels : Khurboozwarree, on melon gardens on the beds of
nivers: besides all this, and besides the Gaum Khurch, or village
e\pcmps there were taxes to defray the Mekiel Saudir Warrid, dlstnct
cxpenses not already provided for by Government, in which were
included many personal expenses of the Miialutdars, and a large fund
for embezzlement and corruption for himself 4nd the courtieis who
befriended him.

In addition to all these exactions, there were occasional imposi- Estraordmary v
tions on extraordinary emergencies, which were called Jastee Puttee, (ooeiomd  impos-
and Yesksallee Puttee. If these happened to be continued for several
years they ceased to be considered as occasional impositions, and fell
iuto the regular Sawace Jumma; but until the introduction of the
farming system, they are said to have been as rare, as the occasions
which furnished the pretext for them.

The changes introduced Ly that system, may be described The Farming Sy»
without much difficulty. They were im fact rather aggravations of Y™
the evils of the ancient system, than any complete innovations. The
office of Mamlutdar, instead of being eonforred as a favor on a person
of experience and probtty, who could be punished by removal, if his
conduct did not give satisfaction, was put up to auction among the
Paishwa's attendants, who were encouraged to bid high, and some-
times disgraced, if they showed a reluctance to enter on this sort of
speculation, Next year the same operation was remewed, and the
district was generally transferred to a higher bidder. The Mamlutdar,
thus constituted, had no time for enquiry, and no motive for forbear-
ance; he let his district out at an enhanced rate to under-farmers,
who repeated the operation until it reached the Patails, If one of
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these officers fumged his own village, he became absolute master of
cvery one in it.  No complaints were listened to, and the Mamlutdar,
who was formetly a check on the Patail, as the Government was on
the Mamlutdar, now afforded him an excuse for tyranny of bearing
the blame of his exactions. If the Patail refused to farm the village
at the rate proposed, the case was perhaps worse, as the- Mamlutdar’s
own officers undertook to levy the sum determined on, with less
kuowledge and less mercy than the Patail; in either case, the actudl
state of the cultivation was in essentials entirely disregarded. A
man’s means of payment, not the land he occupied, were the scale on
which he was assessed. No moderation was shewn in levying the
sum fixed, and every pretext for fine and forfeiture ; every means of
rigor and confiscation, were employed to squeeze the utmost out of
the people, before the arrival of the day, when the Mamlutdar was
to give up his charge : amidst all this violence, a regular account was
prepared, as if the settlement had been made in the most deliberate
manner. This account was of course fictitious, and the collections
were always underrated, as it enabled the Patail to impose on the
next Mamlutdar, and thé Mamlutdar to deceive the Government and
his fellows. The next Mamlutdar pretended $o be deceived ; he agreed
to the most moderate terms, and gave every encouragement except
Takkavee (advances) to*increase the cultivation; but when the crops
were on the ground, or when the end of his period drew mear, he
threw off the mask, and plundcred like his predecescor. In eonse-
yuence of this plan, the assessment of the land, being proposed carly
in the scason, would be made with some reference to former practice,
and Saudir Waurid and other Puttces would accunrmulate, wuntil the
time when the Mamlutdar came t6 make up his accounts; it was then
that his exactions were most severely felt; for he Lad a fixed. sura to
complete, and if the collections fell short of it, he portioned out the
balance among the exhausted villages, imposed a Jaste (Zeddutee)
Puttee, or extra assessment, to pay it, and left the Patails to extort it
on whatever pretence, and by whatever means they thought proper.
+We are now suffering from this system, for as we have no true gc-
counts, and are afraid to over-assess; we are obliged to be content
with whatever the people agree to. Captain Briggs collections in
Candeish, though willingly acceded to by the ryots, are yet much
heavier than any that appear in the accounts during the ten years of
oppression that have depopulated Candeish. Some places, no doubt,
cscaped the oppressions of the farming system. Where a village
belonged to a_man of influence, or a favourite of such a man, the
assessment fell light on him, and he gained by the emigration of
Ryots, occasioned by the misfortunes of his neighbours,

The above sources of revenue were collected by the village
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establishment ; the following were in the hands of distinct officers
directly under the Governiaent.

Zakaut, or customs.—This was a transit duty levied by the bulluck
load ; but the rate varied in proporticn to the value of the article
the lnc'hcst was 8 rupces. It was levied separately in every (hatnct
s0 that property was frequently liakle to be stopped and searched
To remcdy this inconvenience, there was a class called Hoondeckur-
rees in towns, who undertook for a single payment tp pass aiticles
through the whele country. These men arranged with the farm ers of
the customs. and were answerable to them for the sums due In
additicn to the transit duty, there was a tax of 12 per cent cn the
sale of animals included in the Zakaut.

2 The Government lands were another source of revenue not
inchided in the villages ; they were divided into Shairee (cultivated
fields) ; Coorums (grass lands); Baugh (gardens); and Ainbraee
{o1chards).

(2]

3. The sheep pastures.—TLis was a tax pail Ly the Killarnes,
or wandecring shepherds, for the right to feed their flocks on all waste
lands, from the Taptee to the Toombuddra.

4. Ramwa —A fee paid for leave to cut weod, in the forests
Lelouging to Government.

3. Kotwallee—This may be called town duties; it comprised,
Lesides the taxés included in Sewace Jummed, a variety of other
imposts, among which the most considerable was a fax of 17 per cent.
on the sale of houses.

6. Tunksaul—The mint.

7. Wauttun Zubtee.—Produce of lands belonging to Zenundas,
sequestrated by Government.

8. Nuzzur.—Fines, or fees paid on succession to property. If
a son succeeded his father, he was not liable to this payment, unless
he were a Jageerdar, or other servant of Government. But in cases
of adoption, {that is, in almost all cases, except where a son succeed-
ed,) it was exacted from all persons.

The first six articles were always, or almost always, farmed ; the
rest were not. The Zakaut, beforc tlie cession of Poona, pruduced
about 3 lacs of rupees : the sheep pastures about 23,000 rupes: the
mint at Poona yielded 10,000 rupees; the others were confounded
with the general receipts of the districts where they were situated.
The Wuttun Zubtee yielded "50,000 rupees. The amount of the
Nuzzurs was too fluctuating to be guessed at.

The Kotwallsset, in Nana Furnavees’s time yielded 30,000
rupees ; of which a great part was produced by money extorted from
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persons guilty, or suspected of adultery, Bajee Row, much to his
honor, abolished this pretext for extortion; but his lenity was far
from being approved by the better part of his subjects. The other

-articles were trifling. Abkarry, which is s0 important with us, did

not yicld above 10,000 rupees. The use of spirituous liquors was
forbidden at Poona, and discouraged cvery where cls¢; the effect of
this systewn on the sobriety of the people is very conspicuous.

The cuthine of the Revenue system adopted since our acquisition
of the country, is contained in my letter dated July 10th, conveying
instructions to the Collectors ; and in that dated July 14th, enclesing
instructions for Mamlutdars. The leading principles are, to abolish
tarming. but otherwise to maintain the Native systcm; to levy the
Revenue according to the actual cultivation ; to make the ussessments
light ; to impose no new taxes ; and to do none away, unless obvious
and unjust ;and above all, to make no innovations. Many innovations
were, hov ever, the result of the introduction of foreign rulers and
foreign maxims of Government ; but in the Revenue department, most
of them weie beneficial. The country, which had been under nany
Mamlutlias, with very unequal extent of territory and power, was
placed under five principal officers (I include Sattara) with much
superior weight and respectability. The chief authority now resided
in the district, and devoted his whole time to its affairs; and ajl
subordimate agents were obliged to follow his example. The strag-
gling Revenue divisions of the Marrattas, were formed® into conipact
districts ; each yielding from 50 to 70,000 rupees a ycar, and placed
under & Mamlutdar. The numerous partitions of Revenue (Choute,
Baubtee, &c.) being thrown into the hands of one agent, were virtually
abolished.  The assessments were much lighter than formely, and
much more uniform and clearly defined. The powers of the Manilut-
dars were limited, and the system of fixed pay and no perquisites was
decidedly introduced in principle ; though of course it may be still
secretly departed from, in practice. The improvements in the
administration of the Revenue department arc greater than in the
rulers. Faith is kept with the Ryot ; more libcaal assistance is given
him in advance ; he is not harassed by false accusations, as pretexts to
extort money ; and his complaints find a readier hearing and redross.
Some of our alterations are less agreeable to all, or to partienlar
classes. We have more forms and more strictness than our pre-
decessors ; the power of the Patail is weakened by the greater inter-
ference of our Mamlutdars. His emoluments are injured by cur re-
ductions of the Saudir Waurid ; and even the Royts, who were taxed
for his profit, are made to feel the want of some of their charities and
amusements ; while they confound the consequent reductions of their
payments with the general diminution in the assessment, The
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character of onr Mamlutdars is not entirely what we could wish, as
the country was occupied before the Paishwa's cause was desperate .
few of Lis adherents would venture t6 join us, and we were aobliged to
employ such persons as we could procure, without much regard to
their merit.  In Poona and Sattara, the Mamlutdars arc, nevertheless
respectable servants of the old Government ; I have more doubts re-
garding those in Candeish, being chiefly either from the Nizam's
country (which is notorious for bad Government,) or from Hindoostan.
I lLave strongly recommended to all the Collectors to take every
of purtunity to introcuce servants of the former Goverrrment, but
much time must elapse before this can be entirely accom plished.
An important chauge is made by the introduction of some men
from the Madias provinces: though’ very anxzious to employ
the Revenue Officers of the Marratta Government in general; 1
thought it desirable to have a very few of our oldest subjects, as well
friom general policy, 11 a new conquest, as to introduce some models
of gystem and regularity. As each Collector was to have twe principal
Othcers, to check each other, I thought it would contribute to thut
obiect, anud answer other ends, to have one of them from the Madras
Provinces. General Munro was also obliged to bring a very great
proportion of persons of this description into the country under his
charge. They are more active, more obedient to orders, more exact
and miethodical than the Marrattas; but they introduce forms of
respect for their immediate superiors quite uukpown lere, while they
shew much les, cunsideration for the great men of the country; and
are more rough, harsh, and insolent in their general demeanour. It
might be worth while to consider, how much of these characteristies
they owe to us, and how much to the Mussulmans,

The duties of the Mam!utdars are, to superintend the collection
of the Revenue, to manage the Police, to reccive Civil wnd Criminal
complaints, 1eferring the former to Punchaycets and sending up the
Litter to the Collector. They have a Serishtadar, who keeps their

records, an accountant, and some other assistants. The pay of a u A d:fettzﬁled exP:x_ma-
- - - 100 O 2 operations
Mamlutdar is from 70 to 150 rupees a month, and that of a Serish- of the Collosore. will

tadar fiom 35 to 50. The sy~tems adopted by all the Collectors, were ﬁ'ﬁo‘iﬁfuﬁ&gm&
founded on the Marratta practice, though varying from it, and from s  Sub-Collectors,

cach other, in some particulars. The foundation for the assessment ehelosed in bus letter

in all was the amount paid by each village in times when the people Captain Brigg's letter
. . bLe U o 1 i . B dated June 23rd,
eonsidercd themselves to have been well governed.  Deductions were 1519, Captain Grant's
made from this in proportion to thc diminution of the eultivation, and lle;ttﬁ" fg‘;‘g‘ &‘;ﬁﬁ
afterwards further allowances were made on any specific grounds Robertson’s letter of
. : ' August 28th, and

alleged Ly the Ryots. The amount o be paid was partitioned among Ii“ain Pottinger's

the Ryots, by the village officers; and if all were satisfied, Puttahs {;xffkrluctigni ) w]egr-
. Vilking in his er
were given, and the settlement was ended. T Augiﬁt 80th,
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All the Collectors abolished Jastee Putteos (or arbitrary taxes,
having no reference to the land or trade) and all regulated the Saudir
Waurid, doing away all exactions on that account, more than were
necessary for the willage expenses. Captain Briggs even abolished
the Saudir Waurid Puttece altogether, and defrayed the village ex-
penses from the Government revenue, limiting the amount to 4 per
cent on the gross Jumma. The expedicucy of this arrangement is
however doubtful, both as to the close restriction of the expense, and
the laying it on Government : all paid great attention to the circum-
stances of the Ryots, and made their assessment studiously light.
There were however some points of difference in their proceedings.
Mr. Chaplin and Captain Grant contented themsclves with ascertain-
ing the cxtent of the land under cultivation, by the information of
neighbours, and of nval village officers, aided by the observation of
their own servants. Captain Pottinger and Captain Robertsun had
the lands of some villages 10easured, but ouly in cases where they
suspected frauds ; and Captain Briggs began by a measurement of the
whole cultivation, cither of Gungterry alone, or of both that, and
Candeish,  All the Collectors kept up the principle of the Ryotwar
settlement, and somo cartied it to a yreater extent than had been
wsual with the Marrattas. Mr. Chaplin and Captain Pottinger, after
settling with the Patail for the whole village, settled with each Royt,
and guve hum a Puttah for his field. Captain Grant and Captain
Robertson settled with the Patail and gave him a Pvttal, but first
ascertained the amount asscssed on each Royt, and enquired if he
was satisfied with it ; and Captain Biiggs, though he settled for each
field, did it all with the Patail, taking an engagement from him to ex-
plain at the end of the ycarshow much he had levied on each Ryot.

This reters to the settlement with the villages : the customs have
been farmed on account of the ditficulty of preparing a Tariff, aud
of superintending the introduction of a new system, while the Cullee-
tors werce so fully occupied in other matters. No complaints are made,
from which it may be inferred, that the present system, if not profit-
able to Government, is not oppressive to the people. The exemptions
of our camp dealers have been done away; the original motive of
them (to prevent disputes between our people and the Paishwa's)
being now no lunger in foree. The exemption made no difference in
the price of articles to the troops, thongh it afforded a pretence for
great frauds in the customs. The only good effect it had, was to
attach dealers to the camp bazars; but the exemption from taxes,
while in cantonments, and from the customs also when on service,
may be expected to be sufficient to retain them.

The sheep pastures are still a distinct farm, but the arrangement
is %o inconvenient, from the ‘want of authority in the hands of
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Collectors over shepherds entering their districts, that I propose 1o
alter it.

None of the taxes called Kotwallee are now levied, they having
either been done away or suspended by Bajee Row. If they should
prove only to be suspended, the unexeeptionable ones ought, if
possible, to be restored.

The Abkaree, I would recommend keeping in its present low
state, by prohibitions, or by very heavy taxes.

The mint is still farmed, but this should be chaunged, as soon as
a system regarding the coinage has been resolved of.

The other taxes require no particular remark. The tax on
adoptions ought to be kept up, as one that is little felt, and is
attended with advantages in recording successions.

POLICE axp CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

THE Marratta system of Police is that common m the Deccan, l’ollé‘; ratta systei of
which has already been too fully described to require a minute account.
The Patail is responsible for the Police of his village He is Village Polie.
aided by his Coolkurnee and Chaugulla, and when the occasion
requires if, by all the inhabitants  His great and responsible assistant
in matters of Police is the village watchman, who is called the Talarree
in the Carnatic, the Mhar in the Marratta country, and the Jagla in
Candeish ; in the first-named district he is by caste a Beder, 1n the
second a Dher, and in the third a Beel. Though there is only an
allowance for one watchman in a village, the family has generally
branched out into several numbers, who relieve and aid each other in
the duties. The duties are to keep watch at night, to find out all
arrivals and departures, observe all strangers, and report all suspicious
persons to the Patail The watchman is likewise bound to know the
character of each man in the village, and in the event of a theft com-
mitted within the village bounds, it is his business to detect the thief.
He is enabled to do this by his early habits of inquisitiveness and
observation, as well as by the nature of his allowance, which being
portly a small share of the grain and similar property *belonging to
each house ; he is kept always on the watch to ascertain his fees, and
always in motion to collect them. When a theft or robbery happens,
the watchman commences his inquiries and iesearches; it is very
common for him to track a thief by his footsteps ; and if he does this
to another. village, so as to satisfy the watchman there; or if he
otherwise traces the property to an adjoining village, his responsibility
ends, and it is the duty of the watchman of the new village to take

up the pursuit. The last village to which the thief has beea clearly
5 e ’
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traced, becomes answerable for the property stolen, which would
otherwise fall on the village where the robbery was committed. The
watchman is obliged to make up this amount as far as his means go,
and the remainder is levied on the whole village. The exaction of
this indemnity is evidently unjust, since the village might neither be
able to prevent the theft, nor to make up the loss ; and it was only
in particular cases, that it was insisted on to its full extent ; but some
finc was generally levied ; and neglect, or connivance was punished
by transferring the Enam of the Patailyor watchman, to his nearest
rclation, by ﬁne by imprisonment in irons, or by severe corporcal
pumshment This responsibility was necessary as, besides the usual
temptation to neglect, the watchman is often himself a thief, and the
Patail disposed to harbour thieves, with a view to share their profits.
This peculiar temptation in case of theft has made that oftence to be
most noticed ; in other crimes, the village has less intercst in con-
nivance, and probably is sufficiently active : but gross necrhgence in
these cases also would bave been punished by the government. 1
have mentioned, that_besides the regular village watchmen, others
were often entertained from the plundering tribes inethe neighbour-
hood. Their business was to assist in repelling open force, and to aid
in the apprehension of all offenders, but chiefly to prevent depreda-
tions by their own tribes, and to find out the perpetrators when any
did occur.

The Patail was under the same authority, as a pplice officer, that
he was as a revenue one,—the Mamlutdar, who employed the same
agents in this department as in the other. The Mamlutdar saw
that all villagers acted in concert, and with proper activity ; aud when
there was a Sirsoobehdar, he kept the same siperintendence over the
Mamlutdars. These officers had also considerable establishments to
maintain the tranquillity of their districts. These were the Sebun-
dies, or irregular infantry, and the small parties of horse, which were
kept in every district: they were, however, employed to oppose
violence, and to support the village police, not to discover offenders.
With the Mamlutdar also rested all general arrangements with the
chiefs of Beels, or other. predatory tribes, cither for forbearing fromn
plunder themselves, or for assisting to check it in others. The
Mamlutdar had great discretionary powers, and even a Patail would
not hesitate to secure a suspected persop, or to take any measure that

scemed necessary to maintain the police of his village, for which he
was answerable,

This was the plan of the police up to the time of Bajec Row,
during the reign of Madhoo Row 1st, and likewise -during the
administration of Nana Furnavees ; it is said to have succeeded in
preserving great security and crder,
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The confusions in the'commencement of Bajee Row’s reign, the Alterations under
weakness of his own government, the*want of employmwent Ior adven- Beice Row.
turers of all kinds, and the effects of the famine, greatly deranged the
gystem of police; and to remedy the disorders fnto which it fell, an office
was instituted, under the name of Tapposnavees, the spetial duty of p.ppcmavees,
which was to discover and seize offenders. The Tapposnaveesses had
districts of different extent, not corresponding with the usual revenue
divisions, and only comprehending those portions of the country,
where the services of such officers were thought 2 be gnost required.
They had a jurisdiction enhrely mdependent of the Mamlutdars, and
had a body of hbrse and foot, which was the ;»nn(:lpal instrument of
their administration. They had also Ramoobsea and spies, whom
they.employed to give information; and on receiving it, they went
with 8 body of horse to the village where the theﬂ; bappened, and
proceeded to seize the Patail and the watchmen, and to demand the
thief, or the amount of the property, stolen, or the fine which they
thought proper to impose, if the offence were any other than theft.
The detection of the offender, they seem to have left in general to the
“ordinary village police. It may be supposed, that such a violent pro;
ceeding, and one so foreign to the ordinary system, - eonld not fail to
clash with the former institutions, and’ accordmgly‘{hem werg con-
stant and loud complaints by the Mambatdars and villagers, that the
Tapposnaveesses were only active in extorting money under false -ac-
cusations, and that robbers rather ﬂounshed under their protection.
The Tapposnaveeeses, on thd other hand, complained-of indifference,
connivarice, and counteraction, ix the- part-ef~the ivillagers and
revenue officers.

Great 8buses, it must be mentioned, are stated to have at all Abuses
times ensted, even under the regular system. Criminals found refuge

:} district, when chased out of another ; some Jageerdars ‘and

ars made-a trade of harbourmfr robbers and any offender, it

is sai aE;uld pnrchase his release, if he had money enough to pay for
it. False accusations were likewise fnade & cloak to exaction from

the innocent; and villagers were obliged to pay the' 'amount of plun-»
dered property, in the loss’of which they had no share, and for which
the losérs received no compensations ' There cannot "b%”i a stronger
proof of the enormons abuses to whick! the former police  was liable,
thanl iz furnished by an’ occurrence in the city of Poona, under the
eye S of Government, in the'days of Nana: Furnavees. ‘- There was “at
that time a Cutwall, called Ghasee ‘Ram, 5 Native:of Hindoostan,
-who was much trusted, and rose to great eminence.’ *This man was con-
nchec% of having for many years employed the pow‘&rs ‘of the police in
murders and’ opps-emons, which the: Natives illustrate by stories far
.beyond belief ; his ‘guilt “was at. length_detected; and excited such



Police of Poona.

Crimual  Justie
under the Marrattas

By whow adicims-
tcred.

26

wdignation, that though a Bramin, it was decided to punish him
capitally ; he was therefore led though the city, on a camel, and then
abandoned to the fury of the populace, whom this exposure had
asserubled. and by them stoned to death.

In Bajee Row's time 9,000 rupees a month was allowed to the
officer who had charge of the police at Poona: from this he had to
maiutain a very larye establishment of peons, some horse patroles,
and a considerable number of Ramoossees ; besides being answeruble
tor the atuouns of property plundered, whenever the Paishwa thought
propet to eall on him  Still his appointment was reckoned tuerative,
as the pay of his establishment was very low, and both he and they
denved mnch profit frorm unavowed exactions. The police however
was gomal on the whole, mnurders or robberies, attended with violence
and alaiue, were very rare ; and I have never heard any complaints of
the 1security of propeity.

Nest to the prevention of erimes aud tlie apprehension of erimi-
nuls, (omes the manner in which offences, &c., are tried and punished :
in this are involved the authorities coapetent to try, the forms of
trial, and the law by which guilt is defined, and punishment awarded.

The pdwer of administering eriminal justice, under the Marratta
Government, was vested in the revenue offiecrs, and varied with their
1 mk, {rom the Patail, who could only put a man for a few dayz in
the uillage Chokie, to the Sirsobedar, who in lutter days had the
powe: of life and death. Formerly this powcr wus conined to persons
iy s by ah the falt g awers of Govervent, by being intrusted with
the Mootallikie Seal, and to great Militavy Chiefs, m their oan
artuies, or their own Jageers.

The right of inflicting punishment, was however cxiremely
undetined, and was exercised by cach man, more according to lhus
pover and influence, than to his officc One Patail would fog and
fine, and put in the stocks for many weeks ; and snother weuld not
even  veuture to  amprison. Most  Mamlutdars wenll hang a
Ramqossee, Beel, or Maug robber, without a refer e ; vod those ata
distar.ce would exercise their power without scruple; while the highest
civil cfficers, if at Poona, would pay the Paishwa the attention of
applying for his sanction in a capital case, A Chief was thought to
bave authority over his own troops and servants, wherever he was
Sindia, while he affected to act under the Paishwa, put many of Lis
thiels and ministers, (even Bramins) who had been accused of plots,
to ueath. At Poona Appa Dessye, in 1813, while completely in the
Paishwa’s power, blew away one of his Sirdars from a gun, for con-
spiracy against him, and was never questioned, though the execution
touk place within a mile of Poana,



There was no preseribed form of tiial. A principal rebel, or a
Lieal of banditti, would be excuted at once, on the ground of unotorie-
ty ; anv Beel, caught in a part if the country where the Beels were
pluudering the road, would be hanged immediately. In doubtful
cas 8, the chief authonty would order some of the people sbout him,
to enquire into the affair The prisoner wus examined, and iof
saspicione were strong, he wus flogged to make Lun confess Witnesses
were exarnined, and a summary of their evidence, and of the sta-e-
ment of the accused, were always taken down in"writing.  They were
sometumes confronted with the accused. in the Lope of shaming
perplexing the party wlo se statement was false , bnt this was by o
raeans necessary to the regularity of the praceedings  The chaf
authority would generally consult his cificers, and perbaps empioy a
committze of *Lem to cunduct an enquiry ; brt I shovid doubt whether
Puarnchayews were ever generally employed in rimnal trials, though
mticned by Captain Grant to have been o ia the Sattara country

rial

Tu crimes against the state, the Prince made such enquiries, or
directed his Ministers to make such as seemied requisite for his own
<atery, and gave such orders regarding the accused, as their case seem-
el to require. Tortare was employed te compel confession, and
di~closure of accoraphices

Trials of this <ort were npaturally considered in a despotic Crnunal Law

Government as above all law, but even in common criminal trials, no

law seems ever to be referred to. except in cases connected with re-

bgion. where Shastrees were sometimes consulted. The only rule.

gecms to have been the custom of the country, and the magistrates

notice of expediency. The Hindoo law was quite disused, probably

uwing to its absurdity ; and although every man is tolerably acquaint-

€d with its rules in civil cases, I do 1.0t believe any cne but the very

learned has the least notion of 1= crinunal ens tmenta

The following were the customary punishments. Murder, unless Pumshments
attended with poculiar atrucity, appears never to have been capital,
at:d was usuaily puniched by fine Highway robbery was genemally
purushed with death, becausc it wos generally committed by low
people ; for a greater distinction was made in the punishment, on ac-
count of the caste of the eriminal, than the pature of the crime. A
man of tolerable caste was scldom pus 1o death, exeept fer cffences
against the State. Insuch cases birth seems to have been no protecs
tion. Wittojee, the full bretlier to Jeswuut Row Holkar, was trampled
to death by an elephant for rebellion, or rather for heading a gang of
predatory horse. Syajee Atolee, a dispossessed Jageerdar, was blown
away from a gun, for the came offence; yet it iz well obsexved by
Mr. Chaplin, that treason and vehellion were thought less of thau



Prevailing Crimes,

o8

with us.  This onginated in a want of steadiness, not of seventy,
the Government. When it suited a temporary convenience, an ac-
commalation was made with a rebel, who was immediately restored,
not ondy to safety, but to tavor Balkishen Gungadhur received a
Jageer for the rame insurrection, for which Wittojee Holkar was put
to death. Wisswas Row Ghatky, who headed a large body of plunder-
ing hoise, and was cut up by the Duke of Wellington at Mankaisur,
was treated with nimch favour by the Paishwa: but Abdulla Khan, a
relative of the Nabob of Savanore, who committed the same offence
ot a subsequent period, was blown away from a gun. The other
punishiments were hanging, behieading, cutting to picces with swords ;
crushing the head with a mallet.  Punishments, though public, were
always exccuted with little ceremony or form. Bramin prisoners,
who coull not be executed, were poisoned, or made away with, by
deleterious food | bicad made of equal parts of flour and zalt was one
of thuse  Women were never put to death: long confinersent, aud
the cutting off the nose, cars, and breast, were the severest punish-
ments inflicted on them.  Mutilation was very common, and the per-
son who had his hand, foot, ears or nose cut off, was turned loose as
soon as the sentence was executed, and left to his fate. Imprison-
ment in Iull Yorts, and in dungeons, was common ; and the prisvners,
unless they were people of consideration, were always neglected, and
sometimes allowed to starve. Prisoners for theft were often wlapped
at intervals, to make them discover where the stolen property was
hidden. Hard labour, in building fortifications especially, was not
unknown, but like most igpominious punishments was confined to
the lower orders. Branding with a hot iron is directed by the Hindoo
law, but I do not know that it was practised. Flogging with a
martingale was very common in trifling offences, such as petty thefts,
&c.- Baut the commonest of all punishments was fine and confiscation
of goods, to which the Mamlutdar was so much prompted Ly his
avarice, that it is often difficult to say, whether it was inflicted as the
regular punishment, or merely made use of as & pretence for gaiving
wealth.  On the one hand it seems to have been the Marratta prac-
tice to punish mwder, cspegially if committed by a man of good caste,
by fine ; but on the other the Mamlutdars would frequently release
Becl robbers, contrary to the established custom, and even allow them
to renew their depredations, on the payment of a sum of money. No
other punishmeunt, it may be averred, was ever inflicted on a man
who could afford to pay a fine; and, on the whole, the criminal
system of the Murrattas was in the last state of disorder and corruption,
Judging from the impunity with which cximes might be com-
mitted under a system of criminal justice and police, such as has been
described, we should be led to fancy the Marratta coyntry a complete



29

scene of anamchj and violence. No picture, however, could be further
from the truth. The reports of the Collectors do not represent
crimes as particularly numerous. Mr. Chaplin, who has the best
opportunity of drawing a comparison with our old provinces, thinks
them rather rarer here than there. Murder for revenge, generally
arising either from jealousy, or disputes about landed property, and
as frequently about village rank, is mentioned as the commonest
crime among the Marrattas. Arson and cattle stealing, as a means
of revenging wrongs, or extorting justice, is common in the Carnatic-
Gang robberies and highway robbery are common, but are almost
always committed by Beels and other predatory tribes, who scarcely
form part of the society ; and they have never, since I have been in
the country, reached to such a pitch, as to bear a moment’s comparison
with the state of Bengal described in the papers laid before Parliament.

It is of vast importance to ascertain the causes that counteracted Attempt to account
the corruption and relaxation of the Police, and which kept this for thew rarity.
country in a state superior to our oldest possessions, amidst all the
abuses and oppressions of a Native Government. The principal
causes to which the disorders in Bengal have been attributed, are the
over population, and the consequent degradation and pusillanimity

_of the people ; the general revolutions of property, in consequence of
our revenue arrangements, which drove the upper classes to disaffec-
tion, and the lower to desperation ; the want of employmént to the
numerous classes, whether military or otherwise, who were maintained
by the Native Government; the abolition of the ancient system of
Police, in which, besides the usual bad effects of a general change,
were included the removal of responsibility from the Zemindars; the
loss of their natural influence as an instrument of Police, the loss of
the services of the village watchmen, the loss of a hold over that class
which is naturally ,disposed to plunder, and, in some cases, the
necessity to which individuals of it were driven to turn robbers, from
the resumption of their allowances; the separation of the revenue,
magisterial, judicial and military powers, by which all were weakened;
the further weakness of each from the checks imposed on it, the
delays of trials, the difficulties of conviction, the inadequacy* of
punishment, the trouble and expense of prosecuting' and giving
evidence; the restraints imposed by our maxims on the assumption,
of power by individuals, which, combined by the dread of the
Adawlut, discouraged all from exertion in support of the Police; the
want of an upper class améng the Natives, which could take the lead
on such occasions ; and, to conclude, the small number of European
magistrates, who supply the place of the class last mentioned, their
wants of connection and communication with the natives, and of
knowledge of their language and character,
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The Marratta Country presénts, in many respects, a complete
contrast to the above picture. The people are few, compared to the
quantity of arable land ; they are hardy, warlike, and always armed,
till of late years; the situation of the lower orders was very comfort-
able, and that of the upper, prosperous. There was abundance of
employment in the domestic establishments and foreign conquests of
Ahe nation. The ancient system of Police was maintained ; all the
powers of the state were united in the same hands, and their vigor
was not checked by any-suspicious on the part of the Government, or
any.scruples of their own. In cases that threatened the peace of
Society, apprehension was sudden and arbitrary, trial summary, and
punishment prompt and severe. The innocent might sometimes
suffer, but the guilty could scarcely ever escape. As the magistrates
were natives, they readily understood the real state of a case sub-
mitted to them, and were little retarded by scruples of conscicnce, so
that prosecutors and witnesses had not long to wait. In their lax
gystem, men knew that if they were right in substance, they would
not be questioned about the form ;'and perhaps they likewise knew
that if they did not protect themselves, they could not always expect
protection from the magistrate ; whose business wag rather to keep
down great disorder, than to afford assistance in cases that might be
settled without his aid. The Mamlutdars were themselves consider-
able persons, and there were men of property and consideration in
every neighbourhood; Enamdars, Jageerdars, or cld Zemindars.,
These men associated with the ranks above and below them, and kept,
up the chain of society to the Prince ; by this means the higher orders
were kept informed.of the situation of the lower, and as there was
scarcely any man without a patron, men might be exposed to oppres-
sion, but could scarcely snffor from neglect. >

Many of the evils from whick this country has hitherto been
exempt, are inseparable from the introeduction of a foreign Govern-
ment, but perhaps the greater may be avoided by proper precautions.
Many of the upper classes must sink into comparative poverty, and
many of those who were employed in the court and army, must abso-
lutely lose' their bread; both' of these misfortunes happened to a
certain extent in the commencement of Bajee Row’s reign, but as the
frame of Government was entire, the bad effects of these partial evils
were surmounted. Whether we can equally maintain the frame of
Governiaent, is & question that is yet to be examined. The present
syitem of Dolice, as far as relates to the villages, may be easily kept
up; but I doubt whether it is enough that the village establishment
be maintained, and the whole put under a Mamlutdar. The - Patail’s
respectability and influente in his village must be kept up, by allow:
ing him some latitude, both in the expenditure of the village expenses,



41

and in restraining petty disorders within his village, So far from
wishing, that it were possible for the European Officers to hear all
complaints on such subjects, I think it fortunate, that they have not
time to investigate them, and think it desirable, that the Mamlutdars
also should leave them to the Patails, and thus preserve a power, on
the aid of which we must, in all branches of the Government, greatly
depend. Zealous co-operation of the Patails, is as essential to the
collector of the revenue, and to the administration of civil justice, as
to the Police ; and it ought therefore, by all means, to be secured.
Too much care cannot be tdken to prevent their duty becoming
irksome, and their influence impaired by bringing their conduct too
often under the correction of their superiors. I would lend a ready
ear to all complaints against them for oppression ; but I would not
disturb them for inattention to forms, and I would leave them at
liberty to settle petty complaints their own way, provided no serious
punishment were inflicted on either party. We may weaken the
Patails afterwards, if we find it necessary, and retrench their emo-
luments : but our steps should be cautious, for if we once destroyed
our influence over the Patails, or theirs over the people, we can never
recover either ; care ought also to be taken of the condition of the
village watchman, whose allowance, if not sufficient to support him,
and to keep him out of temptation to thieve, ought to be increased ;
but it ought not to be so high as to make him independent of the
community, anc it ought always to be in part derived from contribu-
tions, which may compel him to go his rounds among the villagers,
as at present.

If the village police be preserved, the -next stgp is to preserve
the efficiency of the Mamlutdar; at present all powers are invested
in that officer, and as long as the auxiliary horse and Sebundies are
kept up, he has ample means of preserving order. The only thiny
requisite at present is, that the Mamlutdar should bhave higher pay,
to render him more respectable, and more above temptation, and to
induce the better sort of Natives to accept the office. 'When the
Sebundies are reduced in numbers, and the horse discharged, our
means of preserving the Police will be greatly weakened, at the same
time that the number of enemies to the public tranquillity will be
increased : the number of Sebundies now in our pay, by giving employ-
ment to the idle and needy, contributes, I have no doubt, more than
anything else, to the remarkable good order which this part of our
new conquests has hitherto enjoyed. The Mamlutdar will also feel
the want of many of the Jageerdars, and others of the upper class,.
who used to aid his preédecessors with their influence, and even with
their troops. The want of that class will be still more felt as a
channel through which Government could receive the accounts of the

6x
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state of the districts, and of the conduct of the Mamlntdars them-
selves. | The cessation of all prospect of rise will of itself, in a great
mea ure, destroy the connection between them and their rulers, and
the vatural distance, which I am afraid must always remain between
Natives and English gentlemen, will tend to complete the separation.
Somsthing may be done by keeping up the simplicity and eguality of
Marratta manners, and by imitating the facility of access which was
conspicuous umong their chiefs. On this also, the continuanse of the
‘spirit of the pecple, and of our own popularity, will probably in a
greut weasure depend.  Sir Henry Stftichey, in his report laid before
Parliament, attiibates many of the defects in our administration in
Bengal, to the u .measurable distance between us and the Natives,
ard afterwards adds, that there is scarcely a Native in his district whko
wouald thunk of sitting down 1 the presence of an English gentleman.
Here, every man above the rank of a Hircarrah, sits down before us,
and dil hefere -lie Paishwa ; even a common Ryot, if he bad to stay
any time, would sit down on the ground. This contributes, as far as
the mechanical parts of the society can, to keep up the intercourse
that ought to subsist between the governors and the governed:
theic 1s, however, a great chance, that it will be allowed to die
away. The greater means of keeping it up, is for gentlemen to
reccive the Natives often, when mnot on business. It must be
owued, there is a great difficulty in this. The society of the
Natives can never be in itself agreeable; no man car. long converse
with the generality of them, without being provoke! with their con-
stant scfishness and design, wearied with their importunities, and
disgusted with their flattery. Their own prejudices also cxclude
them from our society, in the hours given up to recreation; and at
other times want of leisure 15 enough to prevent gentlemen receiving
thom s but it onght 1o -be remembered, that this intercourse with the
Natives is as much a point of duty, and contributes as much towards
good government, as the details in which we are generally occupied.

Auch might Likewise be done by raising our Mamlutdars to a
1ank which might render it creditable for Native gentlemen to
associate with them. It must be owned, our Government labors
under natural disadvantages in this respect, both as to the means of
rendering our instruments conspicuous, and of attaching them to our
cause. All places of trust and honour must be filled by Europeans.
We have no irregular army to afford honorable employment to per-
sons incapable of being admitted to a share of the Government, and
no Court to make up by honors an empty favor for the absence of the
other more solid objects of ambition. As there are no great men in our
service, we cannot bestow the higher honors; and the lower, on which
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also the Natives set a high value, as the privilege of using a par-
ticular kind of umbrella, or of riding in a Paliankeen, cease to be
honors under us, from their being thrown operr to all the world.  What
honors we do confer, are lost, from our own want of respect for them,
and from our want of sufficient discrimination to enable us to sut
them exactly to the person, and the occasion, on which arcum-
stances the value of these fanciful distinctions entirely depends.

To supply the place of these advantages, we have nothing lett
but good pay, personal attentions, and occasional commendations ard
rewards. The first object may be attained without much additional
expense, by enlarging the districts, diminishing the number of Officers,
and increasing their pay. The pay might also be augmented for
lergth of service, or in reward of particular activity. It might be
fromn 200 to 250 rupees at first, and increase one sixth for every five
vears service; Khilluts might also be given as occasional rewards for
service, and above all, lands for life, or even on rare occasions for two
or three lives, or in perpetuity, ought to be given to old or to merito-
rious servants. Besides the immn.ediate effect of improving the con-
duct of the Mamlutdurs by these liberalities, the political advantage
would be considerable, by spreading over the country a number of re-
spectable persons attached t6 the Government, and capable of explain-
ing its proceedings. If these grants could often be made hereditary,
we should also have a source from which hereafter to draw well-educat-
e] and respectable men, to fill our public offices, aud should fuund
an order of families exactly of the rank in life, which would render
them useful to a Government circumstanced like ours. The Jageer
lands as they fall in, might be applied to this purpose, and I think it
would he good policy to make the rules regarding the resumption at
the death of the present incumbents, much stricter, if they were to
be applied to this purpose: since we should gain more of useful popu-
larity by grants of this kind, than we should lose by dispossessing the
heirs of many of the present Jageerdars. It would be a further stimulus
to the Mamlutdars, at the same time, that it gontributed to the
efficiency of the system to put the office of Dufturdar with the Col-
lector va such a footing, as to render it a sufficient object of
emulation. For this purpose I would allow it 1,000 rupees a month,
which considered as the very highest salary to which a Native could
attain, is surely not too much. I bave fixed these allowances below
what I at first thought it expedient, and in judging of their amount,
thé great difference in expense between this territory and the old
provinces, must be borne in mind. The pay of the commen servants
here is more than double what if is in Bengal. But-if the proposed
sllowances stould et seem more than the finances can bear, it ought
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to be recollected, that economy, no less than policy, requires liberal
pay, where there is considerable trust ; a maxim long since confirmed
in its application to theNatives, by the experience and sagacity of
General Munro,

Having thus formed a chain, from the Patail to the Collector,
and having provided them with such rewards, as circumstances will
admit, it is of at least equal importance to take care, that they should
be punished for neglect. The proposed improvement in the situation
of a Mamlutdar provides some means for punishing him by affording
him allowances, which it would be a serious misfortune to lose, and
which would admit of his paying fines, by giving him a character that
should make reproof a punishment and prospects which he would be
unwilling to forfeit. Imprisonment, or other punishment may be
added, if his offence were more than neglect. A still stronger
responsibility must be imposed on the Patail, village watchmen, and
in villages where the Coolcurnee manages, on him also. The practice
of levying the value of the property lost on the village ought not, I
think, to be entirely abandoned. I am aware, that it has been
objected to, by the highest authorities ; and that itis in realitybharsh and
often unjust ; but I think it better to regulate, than abandon it. "It
i8 a coarse, but effectual remedy against the indifference of the neigh-
bourhood, to the sufferings of individuals, and if the great secret of
Police be to engage many people in the prevention and punishment
of crimes ; it will not perhaps be easy to find a measure more advis-
able. It was adopted by our own early lawgivers ;and is not less suited
to the state of society in India than it was in England under Alfred.
When it is plain, that a village could not prevent a robbery, the
exaction of the money could of course be omitted : but where there is
either negligence or connivance it ought to be levied either whole, or
in part. . A fine would at all events be expedient in such a case, and
this is a popular and established method of levying it : it keepsa heavy
punishment hanging- over every village where a robbery is com-
mitted, and throws the burden of proving its innocence upon it;
whereas a fine would require proof of actual connivance, and would
after all be complained of as a hardship; while a levy of the same
sum in lieu of the property lost, would, if less than the value of the
property, be felt as an indulgence.

1t appears an objection to this plan, that it a.ffords the Mamlut~
dar an opportunity of collecting more than he brings to account; but
in such a case the villagers will of course complain, 88 they always did
when the money was taken from them unreasonably ; and this abuse,
like many others, must depend for a remedy on the vigilance of the
Collector,
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On this indeed, it will have been long since observed, the whole
system must depend, its object being to proyide sufficient powers, and
leave it to the principal Officer to guard against the abuse of them.
That he will always succeed, is more than I would promise; but per-
fection is not to be looked for, and we have only the choice of taking
away from our agents, the power to do good, or leaving them in some
degree, the power to do harm. Against this, even a system of check
and limitation will not always guard ; for a man may be careful not
openly to commit irregularities, while he is secretly guilty of every
sort of oppression. As long as the chief power in the district is in
able hands, the good done by the inferiors, on this system, will far
preponderate over the evil; and if the Collector be deficient, I am
afraid that no distribution of powers would make up for his want of
capacity, or do more than palliate or conceal the evils to which such a
want would give rise.

The highest rank in the chain under Government, should be a
Court, or an individual vested with a general contrq] of all depart-
ments, who should be frequently in motion, and whose business should
rather be to superintend the whole system, than to administer any
part of it, and to see that essentials were attended to rather than rules
were not violated. ¥ would vest the fullest power over the Officers
under them in the Collector, and in like manndr, it would be proper
for Government to pay the utmost attention to the principal Officer’s
recormendations, originating in the good, or ill conduct of the Col-
lectors. So general a charge, of course, requires great industry and
abilities ; it is to be hoped, such may be obtained ; and if they are not
1 despair of supplying their place by any ma.ch'mery that can possibly
be invented.

I have introduced those remarks under the police where they
first occurred to me; but it is evident, they apply equally to any other
branch of the Government. I now refurn to the Police,

The spirit of the people has been mentioned, as of the first im-
portance; and although that may be expected to flag under & foreign
rule, and still more under a strong Government, which protects,all its
subjects, and leaves no call for the exertion of their tourage and
energy in their own defence ; yet there are instances in some parts of
our old territories, of our subjects retaining their military epirit, after
they have lost their habits of turbulence, and we may hope to accom-
plish the same object here. The first step towards its attainment is,
to remove all obstructions to the use of arms. On our first conquest
some restriction was necessary, on persons travelling with, arms; but
that has since been relaxed, and ought to be done away. Besides the
advantage of arming the people for purposes of Police, it would be
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useful, even in cases of war and insurrection, as the bulk of the peo-
ple, even if disaffected, would be led, for the sake of their property, to
employ their arms against our predatory enemies, rather than against
us. On the same principles, villages should be encouraged to keep
up their walls, and perhaps allowed some remission, to enable them to
repair them.

It is important to the Police, that sudden discharges of Sebundies
should for a long time be avoided, and the greatest encouragement
given to the plan which I have mentioned elsewhere, of settling that
class on waste or other lands, as a sort of local militia. It is to be
considered, that the Marrattas besides losing what service they had
under Bajee Row, are now in a great measure shut up from those
colonies in Hindoostan, that afforded such a vent for the superfluous
military population ; Holkar’s and the Bousla’s armies are now nearly
annihilated, and it is much to be feared that Scindia’s will diminish.

Some rules are required regarding the receipts and sale of stolen
or plundered pr8perty, regarding which the Native practice was weak
and irregular.

I insert in this place, some remarks on the management of the
hill tribes, which though at present it belongs to Police, might easily
be raised by a wrong system, to importance, in a political view. The
plan which has been found most effectual in the old province, especi-
ally in the Bhaugulpore hills, and in the Jungle Mehauls of Midna-
pore, is to govern this people through their Native chiefs, whose as-
gistance is rewarded by the support of Government, and in some cases
by pecuniary allowances. This plan has been kept up here, as it had
been by the Paishwa, after an unavailing attempt to manage the
Beels by force alone. It is the only one practicable until the gradual
effects of civilization shall have undermined the power of the chiefs;
at the same’time that it removes the necessity for their control over
the people. The principal chiefs are at present allowed pensions, and
a certain number of Beels, of their selection, are also paid by the
Government. These measures, at once fix them in the interest of
Government, and secure their influence in their tribe. It is however
necessary to guard against the abuses of this system, which are, the
chiefs harbouring thieves, or conniving at robbers, and their acquiring
such an influence, as may tempt them to oppose the measures of
Government. The first evil will be provided against, by exacting
strict résponsibility from the chief; and fining, or otherwise punishing
him if frequent offences take place within his jurisdiction; whether
the punishment should be imprisonment or removal of the same
family, must depend on the notions of the Beels, which ought to be
investigated, not only for this purpose, but to prepare us for questions
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of disputed succession to chief-ships, that we may not destroy the
power of this engine of Government, by running counter to the opinion
of the people whom it is to sway; for the other object it is necessary
to grant no increase, either in extent of land, o1 in authority to any
chief, without its bemny clearly necessary for reprossing disorder, which
pecessity is not likely to be felt. The Beels meay also be gradually
cncouraged to settle in the plains, either as cultivators, or as
watchmen to villages, a change which would weaken the power
of the chiefs, by lessening the number of their retainers. In
the mean time it will be requisite to ascertain, with as much
precision, as the case admits, of the powers which the Beel
chiefs are in the habit of exercising under the old Government. This
enquiry is indeed necessary, to prevent an inexperienced Magistrate
frora interfering unintentionally with the privileges of those chiefs.

The only innovations yet introduced by us, into the form of the Pm‘-ent system of
Marratta Police, are our closer snperintendence, and the prohibition of
the indefinite confinement of suspected persons by the Patails and
Mamlutdars ; but there must be a great difference in the spirit of our
administration , and perhaps bad effects may be felt from it when the
great awe with which we are now regarded, is worn off, and when our
principles come to be better understood. Though the Natives put up
with petty disorders, they checked great ones with a rough hand, and
gave themselves no concern about the attendant evils; if robberies
were committed, they seized all the suspicious characters in the
neighbourhood ; and if they succeeded in restoring quiet, they did
not care, though a hundred Ramoossces suffered imprisonurent, and
torture, without a fault. Such a course would not be thought of,
vnder our Government ; but we must consider how much our ab-
staining from such tyranny, must weaken us, and must provide aremedy
in some more tolerable shape.

“T am afraid that remedy is not to be found in our administration present System of
of Criminal Justice, which is next to be examined.. This differs Criminal Justice.
greatly from the Marratta practice; the power of punishing is taken
from the Patail ; and that which is left to the Mamlutdar, 18 limited
to a fine of 2 rupees, and confinement for 24 hours. The powers of
the Collector are not less than those of a Sirsobehdar, except in the
article of inflicting capital punishment ; but his manner of exercising
his power, is altogether different ; according to our practice, aprisoner
is formally and publicly brought to trial; he is asked, whether he is
gmlty if he admits it, pains are taken to ascertain that his confassion
is volmta.ry if he denies it, witnesses are called on without further
enquiry. They are examined in the presence of the prisoaer, who is
allowed to cross-examine them, and to call witnesses in his own
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defence. If there is any doubt, when the trial is concluded, he 18
acquitted ; if ho is clearly guilty, the Shastree is called on, to declare
the Hindoo law. It often happens, that this law is unreasonable; and
when the error is on the side of severity, it is modified ; when on the
side of lenity, it is acquiesced in. The law officers are always prescnt
at those trials. In Candeish a regular jury is generally assembled, who
question the witnesses, and pronounce on the guilt of the accused. In
Sattara, the Political Agent calls in several respectable persons, besides
the law officers, and benefits by their opinion, both in the conduct of the
trial, and in determining the verdict. When the trial is concluded and
the sentence passed, in cases of magnitudé, it is reported for confirma~
tion by the Commnissioner, where the same leaning to the side of leni-
ty is shown, as in the Court itself.

The punishments awarded by the Shastrees, are as follows :—
Death, which is executed in cases of murder, and sometimes robbery,
accompanied with attempts to murder ; mutilation, which is commuted
into imprisonment with hard labor, and simple imprisonment, which
is carried into effect. 'Women are never put to death, nor Bramins,
except in cases of treason, where, from the nature of our conquest, it
was thought necessary to hold out the severest punishment, even to
Bramins.

When the guilt of the accused is not proved, very great caution
has been enjoyed in imprisoning him on suspicion ; it has indeed been
recommended, that no person should be so imprisoned, unless notori-
ous leaders of banditti, and when any person does happen to be impri-
soned for want of security, the period at which he is to be released, is
directed to be fixed. These rules are suggested by the injustice of
subjecting a man to a greater punishment, when his guilt is not proved,
than would be inflicted, if it were ; and by the apprehension, that the
Magistrate would be apt to order perpetual imprisonment in this form,
without much reflection, because it appears to be only temporary and
conditional restraint.

The whole of this system is evidently better calculated for pro-
tecting the innocent, from punishment, and the guilty from undue
severity, than for securing the community by deterring from crimes.
In the certainty and efficacy of punishment, it has the same in-
feriority to the Native system that the Police has in detecting and
seizing offenders. The Natives seized men on slight suspicions, gave
way to presumptions of guilt, forced confessions by torture, and inflict-
ed punishments, which although they were inhuman (or rather because
they were inhuman), were effectual in striking terror. Qur Govern-
ment demurs about proofs ; discourages, and almost rejects confessions,
and never punishes while there is a possibility of the innocence of the
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accused. When it does punish, in its anxiety to prevent its inflictions
from being revolting to humanity, it prevents théir being terrible to
offenders. Even death is divested as much as possible of its horrors.
No torments, no lengthened exposure, n~ offusion of blood, or lacera-
tion of members, even after life is extinguished ; some of these are
properly rejected, as detestable in themselves; others that would
strike the imagination of the people, are set aside, because they also
strike the imagination of the legislator. Iraprisonment with hard
labor is our great resource next to death, and this is by no means one
calculated to over-awe offenders. Our imprisonment is so carefully
divested of all circumstances of terror, that there is nothing except the
fetters that is likely to make the least impression on a Native. To an
European, confinement is irksome, solitary confinement intolerable.
Bread and water, or bad fare, bad lodging, public exposure, all are real
evils to him ; but a Native neither loses in point of food or lodging ;
and shame, I should think, had less effect on him. In fact, by several
of the reports from the districts (specially by Mr. Chaplin’s answers to
Ty queries,) it appears, that the impiisonment ordered by our officers,
is far from being looked on with dread; and tha,t they think, that
with the regular subsistence and comfortable blanket they get in Jail,
they are better off than they ‘would be in their own villages There
are even instances (one at Sattara and one in Poona,) of people com-
mitting petty offences to procure the maintenance allowed to prisoners ;
imprisonment especially, when accompanied with labor, must however
be a state of suffering to any man ; separation from family and friends
must also be an aggravation ; and, on the whole, it would be absurd to
contend, that imprisonment is no real hardship to a Native. The
worst of it is, that it is a hardship te the sufferer without seeming one
to the spectators ; and if,as I fancy is the case, on the present footing
it is at least as ineffectual far reformation ; as for example; it-unites all
the bad qualities that can be combined in a punishment. If to make
up for our defects in convicting offenders, and in punishing them
when convicted, we have recourse to imprisonment also; explaining
that in this case it is not meant as a punishment, we complete the
destruction of its use for example. In short, it may be questioned,
whether our system does not occasion as mueh suffering as the Native
one ; but it is spread over a greater surface, and therefore makes less
show, and neither shocks the legislator, nor alarms the criminal.

These evils have often been remarked béfore ; it is easier to point
them out, than to suggest a remedy; and greater experience might
perhaps only show more clearly the difficulties to be overcome. It is
possible, that every civilized Government may not be suited to a
society on a less advanced stage, and that coarse expedients at which

oui minds revolt, may be the only ones likely to check those ‘evils,’
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which originate in the barbarism of the people. I shall however
votice a few points, from the consideration of which some profit
may be gained.

Too much care cannot je taken to prevent forced confessions;
that is, confessions extorted by fear or torture ; but there ought to be
no scruple in getting at the truth, by cross-examinations of the

" accused : an innocent man cannot criminate himself; and it is well
that a guilty man should do so.

. The Magistrate ought to have the assistance of some intelligent
Natives of lns own chosing at the trial  Their knowledge of the
people would often lead to discoveries of the truth, that might escape
an European , but it is better, that the conduct of the trial and the
decision should rest with the Magistrate. The Punchayets in
Candeish have answered better than might have been expected, but
Captain Briggs has pointed out many inconveniences in that rmode of
trial ; and it is obvious, that where a Bramin on one hand, or a Beel
on the other, was to be tried, it would be too much to expoect
unprejudiced decision. The Shastree ought still to attend, and te be
consulted : but we odght not to be guided by the Hindoo law, which
is a new introduction of our own. The" customary punishments for
the most usual offences might easily be ascertained and meodified ;
thus highway robbery and gang robbery (which the Natives always
punished with death,) might be changed into perpetual imprison-
ment, unless attended with wounding, or attempt to murder. The
Hindoo punishments might also be exchanged for such as we can
execute ; and thus when we did succeed in convicting an offender,
there would be no longer a chance of his escaping by the absurdity of
the sentence. Some of the Hindoo punishments are too dreadful 1o
be inflicted; others are too trifling to be of any use in deterring. The
Hindoo law officer at Ahmednuggur sentenced one man to be thrown
from a height upon a spike, and another to be fined 6 fanams for
the same offence : because in one case the stolen property had been
accidentally recovered, and in the other it had not. Caste also had
great'weight in determining the punishment, and this ought, to a
certain extent, to be attended to still, because an opposite conduct
shocks the prejudices of the people, which unless we conciliate, all our
Justest sentences will be looked on a8 tyranny. Our punishments, 1
should think, might be made more intense, but shorter ; severe flog-
ging, solitafy confinement in dungeons for short periods, bad fare,
severe labor, and similar punishments always so guarded, as to prevent
their endangering life or health. Transportation: seems a good
punishment, provided it be for life ; but the refurn of.a convict de-
stroys the mysterious horror which would otherwise be excited by the
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sentence. ldangug in chains will probably make a great impressiof
i not too shocking to the prejudices of the Natives, which I appr
hend it is not.  As much form as possible should be thrown into al
punishraents, especially capital ones; and great care should be takex{
to suit the forms to tre Native 1def|s They have themselves an
excelleut practice of exposing persons about to “suffer death on a canel,
stripped of some of their clothes, with their hair loose, and covered
with red powder, and with flowers, as is usual with a corpse, when |
carried to the funeral pyre. Some of the most terrible modes of
capital punishment m1ghi be retained, when they do not add to the
sufferings of the criminal ; beheading and blowing away from & gun,
are of this nature - but they ought to be rcwerved for great enmes.
The opimon: of Natir 5 cusht however e be taken, and may be
rechoned conclnsive - o subieets depe <hing on feeling and on associa-
tions.  Ja cases wher2 the judge, though not satisfied of the guilt of
the prisoner, is .1l less satisfied of his innocence, it seems imprudent
"to turn him loose to prey on Socicty, and yet it is difficult to say, on
what grounds to detain him : are we to award a less severe and mav e
remediable punishment ? or are we to declare the prisoner innocent?
but imprisun him if he cannot give_security. The former seems to
strike at the foundations of justice, and the latter deStroysthe force
of example ; means might perhaps be found to manage the impiison-
ment of suspected persons, in such a manner, as to preserve the
distinction between their treatment and that of convicts. Thowr
place of confinenient might be more like a work-house, than a prisen,
They might be taught trades, and allowed the fruit of their ewn
industry, either in clothes and foed at the time, or in a sum of moncy
to be given at their release. Mr. Bruce, the judge of Bellary, has long
smoe introduced the manufacture of blankets, and some other articles,
into his jail, and all the paper used in the neighbouring Cutcheries,’
1> the work of lus convicts A place might be constructed for their
residence, which might combine the plan so much reecinmended .y
M. Bentham, with the economical arrangement suggested in Bengal.
A circular or octagon wall, with an open arcade, or taled veranda o
run all round inside, deep enough to atford shelter. and deep evough
for concealment ; this verandg to b2 partitioned off into cells, with
walls, and to be shut in with an iron grating, or a deep ditch in front,
to prevent the prisoners meeting in the open space in the middle.
Fach cell might contain from 2 to 8 prisoners, who would thus be
cut off fiom the corruption that is always found in crowded
prisons, and a wall across the middle of the court might make
a still more complete division, so asto admit the convicts, if necessary,
into the same enclosure. In the centre should be acircular building.
for the jailor, from which be might see into every cell in both courts
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while he himself was concealed by blinds. Frequent visits from the
European authorities would be sufficient to complete the supervision.
Persons less suspected, might be consigned to the care and responsi-
bility of the Patails of their villages, on the plan practised by Mr.
Bayley, at Burdwan ; and there are cases where wandering and thievish
tribes might be seized and compelled, on pain of imprisonment, to
reside in particular villages, according to the plan recommended by
General Munro, in his letter on the Police of the ceded districts.

Tt is to be observed, in respect to the cogfinement of suspected
petsons, that the practice is much less objectionable towards particular
castes than others. Some avow that they were born and bred robbers,
and that it was the intention of Providence that they should remain
so. Surely society is entitled to take measures against men who set
out with so open a declaration.

These are all the suggestions that occur to me, except that the
powers of the Mamlutdar should be augmented, to allow his punish-
ing petty affrays, which ought never to go beyond the Pergunnah,
and that the Patail should be permitted to exercise a similar authority
to the very limited extent that is requisite to keep up his influence
in his village.

Mora] character of I may here say something of the moral character of the people.
the people, Falsehood in all shapes pervades allranks,andadultery and prostitution
are common in the upper classes ; but in them alone. Drunkenness,
the peculiar vice of the lower orders, is almost unknown in the
Marratta country, which has thence a decided superiority in morals
over the old provinces. It arises from the discouragement to the sale
of spirituous liquors ; and as the revenue from that source is insignifi-
cant, we should probably do well to prohibit it altogether. Public
o/piniBn, and above all the opinion of the caste, and the dread of ex-
pulsion, are the restraint on vices. These powers are, in the Marratta
coupjry; in the hands of the whole caste. In the Carnatic there are
regular censors to each caste, called Gunnacharies, besides religious
Gooroos invested with great power. But these institutions are con-
verted into the means of gain, and the morals of the people are there
decidedly worse than in the Marratta country. The other vices are
not more rare, and drunkenness is common in addition.

Improgeme'nhs re- I do not perceive any thing, that we can do, to improve the
totoaended in Bdu- morals of the people, except by improving their education. There are

alreadx schools in all towns, and in many villages, but reading is con-
fined to Bramins, Banyans, and such of the agricultural classes, as
have to do with accounts. I am not sure, that our establishing free
sghools would alter this state of things, and it might create a suspi-
¢ion of some concealed design on our part. It would be more practic-
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able, and more useful, to give a direction to the reading of those who
do learn, of which the press affords so easily the means. -

Books are scarce, and the common ones probably ill chosen ; but
there exist in the Hindoo languages many tales and fables that would
be generally read, and that would circulate sound morals. There
must be religious books tending more directly to the same end. If
many of these were printed and distributed cheaply or gratuitously,
the effect would, without doubt, be great and beneficial. It would
however be indispensable, that they should be purely Hindoo. We
might silently omit all precepts of questionable morality, but the
slightest infusion of religious controversy would secure the failure of
the design.

It would be better to call the prejudices of the Hindoos to our aid
in reforming them, and to control their vices by the ties of religion,
which aure stronger than those of law. By maintaining and purifying
their present tenets, et the same time that we enlighten their under-
standings, we shall bring them nearer to that standard of perfection
at which all concur in desiring that they should arrive; while any
attack on their faith, if successful, might be expected in theory, as is
found in practice, to shake their reverence for all religion, and to set
them free from those useful restraints which even a superstitious
doctrine imposes on the passions.

In my letter No. 78, I proposed that 2,00,000 of Rupees should
be set aside for religious expenses, including two colleges. The large
religious expenses that fall on the net revenue, in the districts, induces
me to alter this suggestion, and to propose modifying an expenditure
which is already directed to an object of this nature, in such a manner
as to render it more useful. There was in the Paishwa’s time, an
annual distribution of charity, called the Dhukna, which used to cost
5 lacks of Rupees. The plan was originally, to give prizes to learned
Bramins ; but as a handsome sum was given to every claimant, how-
ever ignorant, to pay his expenses, the institution degenerated into
a mere giving of alms. The abolition of this practice was extremely
unpopular, but the sum was too enormous to waste, I therefore did it
away all but the original distribution of prizes, which cost last year
50,000 Rupees. This expenditure must still be kept up, but most of
the prizes, instead of being conferred on proficients in Hindoo divinity,
might be allotted to those most skilled in ‘'more useful branches of
learning, law, mathematics, &ec., anda certain number of professors
might be appointed to teach those sciences. These means, with the
circulation of a few well-chosen books, such as I believe are now
printed at Calcutta, would have a better and more extensive effect,
than a regular college, and would cost much less to the Governrpent.
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I shall therefore avail myself of the permission formerly givento me,
and put suth an establishment in train.

CIVIL JUSTICE.

Marrotta systemof Lt i mecoisary to examine the Native system of Civil Justice with
Cuvil Juatics, saftention, and ascertain its success, in affording protechon,to wen’s
nghts. If this should prove even moderate, it will scarcely be thought
advisable to attempt any alterations ; but, if the plan be found inade-
quate to the end required, it will be necessary to see, whether any
alterations can be introduced to render it more ‘efficient, without
changing its fundamental principles or whether it is necessary to sct

it aside altogether, and to introduce a new system in its room.

By whom admumis- The authorities by whom Civil Justice was administered, were
tered. the follewing: in the country, the ‘Patail, over him the. Mamlutdar,
and Sirswhbedare; snd abuve all, the Paishwa, or his Minicter.
Jageerdars administered justice in their own lands; the great omes
with little, or no interference on the part of the Govemment In
some towns there was a ;ﬁdlc;a,l Officer, called the Nyaee Daishi, who
tried causes under the Paishwa’s authority, and any person whom the
Paishwa pleased to authorize, might conduct an investigation, subject,
to His Highness’s confirmation.

If a complaint was made to a Patail, he would eend for the person
complained of, and if he admitted etfxe debt, would interfere partly as
a friend to settle the mode and timé of payment. If the debt were
disputed, and he and ‘his Coolcurnee could not, Ly their own mﬂucnce,
or sagacity, effect a settlement to the sansﬁa.ct‘on of both 1 parth, the
Patail assembled ‘& Punchayet of iuhabitants.of the village, whis
enquired into the matter, with very little form, and demded as they
mough‘fb‘é‘s“r"ﬁuﬂ“ﬁm decision could not take place; thhout the”
previou: consent of tlie parties.

If the complainant were refused 2 Punchayet, or. disspproyed of
‘the degisjon, or if he thought proper not to apply t..ths’ Patail, hef
went to.the Mamlafdar, who proceeded nearly in the same mamxer:
as the Patail, with ‘this addition, that hé dould’ t;ompehthe party
complained of, to submit to & Punchayet, or olse make satzm‘hcnon o
thé complainant. When there wasa. Su'adobedar tha samd prw@s
might be repeated with him or at Coun, but in all’ this, thera was ;ga
regular appeal : the superior authority would mtz:’eme the dec:do*n
of the inferior, unless there had been some gmss, in;ﬂstwe 01‘ :eama {fwﬂ
suspect corruptwn in cases of less. purity, that i i, in almost all
the saperior was influenced in veceiving the- appeal by the consideri
tiop; of the prafit promised as a compensation for thié:troubles;



55"

Though the Gevernment Officer endeavoured himself to settle
the dispute, and though it rested with him to decide whether or not
the case required a Punchayet, yet it was reckoned gross injustice to
refuse one on a question at all doubtful, and it was always 1eckoned
a sufficient ground for ordering a new investigation, when there had
been no Punchayet.

The Punchayet may therefore be considered as the great instru- Punchayet.
ment in the administration of Justice, and it is of consequence to
determine how the assembly was constituted, what were its powers,
and what its method of proceeding and enforcing, or procuring the
enforcement of its decrees.

The members of a Punchayet were generally selected by the
Officers of Government, by whom it was granted with the approbation
of the parties, and often at their suggestion ; sometimes the parties
chose an equal number each, and the Officer named an umpire. A
person on the part of Government not unfrequently presided at Pun-
chayets, especially at Poona, and directed their operations ; this Officer
must, however, be objectionable to the parties. In affairs where
Government was concerned, it ordered some of its own Officers to
investigate the matter, but they were expected to be people not
objected to by the other party. The inembers were people of the
same situation in life as the parties, or people Likely to understand the
subject in discussion ; as bankers in a matter of account ; Daismooks
and Daispandics, when the suit was about land. Their number was
never less than five, but it has been known to be as great as fifty.
The number was required to be odd. It generally met at the house
of the Officer whesummoned it.

In villages the Patail got some of the most intelligent and
impartial Ryots {o sit under a tree, or in the Temple, or
Choultry ; nobody attended on the part of the CGovernment, and as
the submission of the parties was voluntary, their wishes were of
course more attended to than elsewhere. The consent of the members,
however, was every where reckoned essential to a Punchayet, and the
first act of the meeting was to take a Razeenamah, or acknowledg-
ment of such a consent. Security was also not unfrequently taken for
the parties complying with the award of the Punchayet. In petty
disputes in villages, the parties gave two straws in token of submis-
sion, instead of a written Razeenamah. ‘

It might be expected, that so burdensome a duty would not be
willingly undertaken, especially as there was no authorized fee to be
gained by it ; but besides the compliment of being selected by the
parties, there was the hope of presents from one or both, which it was
not disgraceful to take, nnless to promote injustice, The parties like-
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wise entreated the persons they wished to accept the office, and the
Officer to Government added his authority, It was moreover reckon-
ed disgracefully selfish to refuse to serve on a Punchayet, and as the
man who was asked to be a member to-day, might be a suitor to-
morrow, he was obliged to afford the assistance which he was likely to
require. It was rare, therefore, for people to refuse to serve, unless
they had a good excuse.

It was more difficult to procure their regular attendance when
appointed, and this was generally effected by the entreaties of the
party interested. The magistrate also sent peons and injunctions to
compel the presence of a’person who had once agreed to become a
member ; and although he would receive a reasonable excuse, yet if he
were really anxious for the speedy decision of the cause, he seldom
failed in procuring attendance ; besides there was no precision about
the number of members required to attend, so long as the parties
were satisfied, all was thought to be regular enough ; when an absent
member returned, the past proceedings could be explained to him
and any further enquiry he desired, carried on. -

When the Punchayet was assembled, if the defendant failed to
attend, the Punchayet applied to the Officer under whose authority it
sat, to summon him, unless a Carcoon or a peon had already been
attached to it, to perform such duties on the part of the Government ;
or the plaintiff, by constant demands and other modes of importunity
wearied him into a submission. When the Officer of Government had
to compel his attendance, he sent a summons, or if that failed, placed
a peon over him, whom he was obliged to maintajp, and imposed a
fine of a certain sum a day, till he appeared. The plaintiff’s complaint
was then read, and the defendant’s answer received ; a replication and
a rejoinder were sometimes added, and the parties were cross-question-
ed by the Punchayet, as long as they thougbt it necessary; at that
time the parties were kept at a distance from their friends ; but after-
wards they might assist them as much as they chose. A man might,
if it were inconvenient for him to attend, send a Carcoon in his service,
or a relation ; but, the trade of a Vakeel is not known:accounts and
other written evidence were called for, after the examination of the
parties, and likewise oral evidence, when written failed ; but a great
preference was given to the evidence of written documents. The
witnesses seem to bave been examined and cross-examined with great
care, but the substance-only of their evidence was taken down briefly
without the questions, and generally in their own hand if they could
write. The natives have not the same deference for' testimony that
we have ; they allow a witness no more credit than bis situation and
character and connection with the case entitle him to; they also lay
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great stress on his manner and appearance, while giving his testimony
Qaths were seldom imposed, unless there were reason to suspect the
veracity of the witness, and then great pains were taken to make them
solemn.

When this examination was concluded, the Punchayet, after
debating on the case, drew up an award (which was termed Sarounsh
or summary) in which they gave the substance of the complaint, and
answer ; an abstract of each of the documents presented on either side ;
a susamary of the oral evidence on either side, with their own decision
on the whole. A copy of the award was given to the successful party ,
and to the loser, if he required it ; another copy was deposited with
the Officer of Government. I villages where was much less form,
the Punchayet was often conducted in the way of conversation, and
nothing was written but the decision, and sometimes not even that
In important cases, however, all the usual writing was performed by
the Coolcurnee.

Throughout the whole proceedings, the Punchayets appear to
have been guided by their own notions of Justice, founded no doubt
vn the Hindoo law, and modified by the custom of the country They
consulted no books, and it was only on particular points immediately
connected with the Hindoo law, such as marriage, or succession, that
they referred to a Shastree, for his opinion.

On the report of the Punchayet, the Officer of Government pro-
ceeded to confirm und enforce its decreo:-the Punchayet having no
executive powers of its own. From this cause frequent references ta
the magistrate were required, and he was given a considerable influ-
ence on the progress of tho trial

If either party objected at this stage, and showed good reasons
why the award should be set, aside, the Officer under whose authority
it sat, might require 1t to revise its sentence, or even grant a new
Punchayet ; but this was not reckoned proper, unless corruption were
strongly suspected.

No other notice was taken of @iruption, unless in such cases the
decision of a Punchayet was always respected, as the proverbial ex-
pression of Pumh Purmaishur (a Punchayet is God Almighty) fully
testifies.

Even after an award was confirmed, an appeal lay to a higher
authority, and a new. Punchayet might be granted; even a new
Mamlutdar might revise the proceedings under his predecessor ; this
was probably a stretch of power ; but every thing under the Marrattas
was 8o irregular and arbitrary, that the limits of just authority can,
with difficulty, be traced.

8E
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In enforcing the decision, much of course depended on the power
of the magistrate  If o Patail found the party who gained the cause,
could not recover his due by the modes of private corapulsion, here-
after deseribed, he applied to the Mamlutdar to interpose his authori-
ty, and in cases where that was insufficient the Mamlutdar applied

+ to the Govermuent

It was in this manner, that ordinary disputes were sottlcd.
Those ahout boundanes, which are extremely frequent, (except in
Candeist) were settled by a Puuchayet, composed of Daishimooks,
Daspanities, Patails, and Coolcurnees, assisted by the Mahrs ot the
disputing villag. < who arc the established guardians of land marks
and boundaries Thev nie also very frequently adjusted by ordeal,
one mode of which is for the Patail to walk along the disputed
houndary, bearing on his head a clod composed of the soil of hoth vil-
lages, hacaded up with various strange ingredients, and consecrated by
many supciatitions ceremonies , if it hold together, the justice of his
claims is established, and if it break, he loses his cause. Many other
sorts of ordeal are also performned with boiling oil, or by taking an
oath and mmecating certain curses if it should be false If no evil
oceur within a fixed time, the gods are conceived to have decided iu
the swearer’s favour.

These ordeals were not uncommon in all cases, as well a8 in
boundary disputes, but chiefly when®other means of gscertaining the
truth had. failed

Disputes about caste were settled by the caste, unless when a com-
plaint of unjust expulsion took place, when;the Government ordered
a_Punchayet of respectable persons of the caSte, from an unprejudiced
part of the conntry.

Punchayets,  how As it has been shown that Punchayets had no powers of their
assembled and their : W3 i
decisions how enfor- WD, and were moreover somewhat inert, it is necessary to examine
ced. the machinery by which they were kept in motion, and their resolu-
tionsrcarried into effect It has been observed, that in the country
the Mamlutdars and the Patails mnder their anthority, perforued that
duty Insomis few towns there also were officers of Justice called
Nyaeedaish. The proceedings of all these officérs were of course very
uregular, hut the model may be learned by obscrving the procecdings
of the Nyaeedaish at Poona, during the long period when Ram Shas-
tree was at the head of that court, and when Nana Furnavees wus
minister and regent. This was confessedly the period when the
Marratts Government was in the highest perfection, and Ram Shas-
tree is to this day celebrated for his talents and integrity. A full
account of that Court is given by Mr.-Lumsden in his report of January
24th, from which much of what follows is extracted. Ram Shastree

_ Exemplified in the
Nyacedaish st Poona.
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tiad several deputies, two of whom were almost a3 famous asy lumselt,
arid it was by their assistance chiefly, that his business was conducted

On receiving a complant, a peon or a Carcoon, from Ram
Shastiee, or from Nana Fuinavees, according to the consequence of
the person, was sent to summnion, ov to invite hun to attend at Ram
Shastiee’s  Tf this were refused, positive orders were repeated by
Naua Furnavees, and in the event of obstinate non-attendance, the
house or Iuds of the defendant would be sequestrated till he appeared.

[ case of non-appearance from abscnee, trial, after many indul-
gent delays, went on, and the absence ot the party was recorded, that
he mught have a new trial on his return, if he accounted for his absence
in cascs of land, no Jdecision was final in & man’s absence. Evidence
was summoned 1n the same form as the defendant, and if the witvess
were poor, the persen who summoned him, paid his expenses  1f the
witne~s lived at a distance; or if” attendanes ” werc inconvement, a
de putation fiom the court with some person from the parties, was sent
to take his cvidence, and the Mamlutdar gave his aid to the process,
o1 1if the witness lived very far off, a letter was written, requesting him
to state the facts required. When the wituess was a man of rank, a
deputation would be sent to him from the Gove rument, accompanied
by parties who went as supplicants for his aid, rather than as checks on
his mis-statement, and he was solicited to relate what he knew which
was repeated b the court  Even if the witness were not of «uch rank
as to prevent his comiug to the comt <vlil, if he were a wan of any
consequence, he was received as a visitor, and the questions were
put to him m the way of conversation, and with all the wsual forms
oo eivijity

When persons of thns character were the defendants, instead of
~ummening them to the Nyaeedaish, a lettér was written by Nana
Furnavees, desiring them to settle the complaint. If this did not
succeed, the Vakeel was spoken to ; and ultimately they experienced
the displeasure of Government, or part of therr land wa~ made over
to the creditor  Generally, howevdr, grew favor was shown to men
of rank It the plaintiff was also a man of rank, a Punchayet of men
of the same condition would be appointed, if all other means failed
Ouc of the enclosed translations (No. 19) is an award in'a case, where
the ancestors of Juan Row Nimbalkur a Jageerdor of the highest
rank, were the parties.

The proceedings wets much the aine an those I hovr altexm
meutiwned 19 have been plamhwi m thr disticts bt more wae doge
w werming than elhewhere  To give o ddear vlen ot the nwoner i

whicle Punchayet- peogecded, 1 hare the hono to enddose the awad
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of one cenducted under the superintendence of Ram Shastree (No
20) ; and decision in a smnple ease of the present day (No. 21).

The Punchayets were more frequently named by the parties than
the Judge, but Ram Shastree and his deguties seem frequently to
have piesided at the trial, the Punchayet performing nearly the same
functions a- a Jury in England. A good deal of the investigation
seems to have beeu entrusted to Ram Shastree’s Carcoons, who
teported to him and the Punchayet, and in the decree the names of
the members of the Punchayet are not mentioned, even when it is
merely a repetition of their award. The decision was always in the
Paishwa’s name, and in all cases of magnitude, required his signature :
all cases relating to lund were of this description, and the same holds
all over the country, where claims to land are considered more
itnmediately under the superintendence of Government. It was not
anusual, in the country, as well as in Poona, for a Government officer
to receive the complaint and answer with the -documents, and the
written evidence of witnesses, and lay the whole in this shape before
the Punchayet, who could call for more evidence, if they required it.
Much time must have been saved by this arrangement, but it gave
the officer of Government eonsiderable opportunities of imposing on
the Punchayet. The members of the Punchayet received no fee, but
when they. had much trouble, the winner of the suit made them
openly a present for their pains.

A sum of money was likewise levied for the Government from
the winner, under the name of Kerkee, which I believe means ron-
gratulatory offering, and from the loser, under the name of Gona-
gharry, or fine These Gonagharries varied with the means of litigants,
but in revenue accounts, I observe, that one fourth of the property 1s

- always put down, as the price paid for justice, by the plaintiff, when
he wins his cause:~

The plaintiff losing his cause, was obliged to pay the expenses of
the defendant, if the latter were poor.

No regular monthly oy other returns of causes decided, were
made out. )

When a cause” was-decided against the defendant, the Court
settled the mode of payment, with reference to ‘his circumstances,
cither ordering immediate payment, or directing payment by instal-
ments, or granting the debtor, if entirely destitute .of the means of

payment, an exemption from the demands of his creditor, for a certain
number of years.

When a matter had once come to & trial, it was always expected,
that Governmenpt shonld enforee the decision ; but witlsthe irregula-
HEy-s0 choracteristic of the Marrattas, the plaintiff was often permitted
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the sale of stamped paper tor all deeds and ¢ontracts, which would be
a security against forgery, as well us the means of rasing a revenue.

In cases of appeals, I would oblige the appellant to enter into a
bond to pay a particular fine if the complaint proved vexatious, and
this, as well as the fine, imposed on the loscr, would only be a mitiga-
tion of the Marratta practice in both cases Decrces should be
enforced in the mildest forms in use with the Marrattas a Hircarra,
or, in a case of a respectable man, a Carcoon, should be sent to insist
on the payment of the sum decreed, and to prevent the debtor eating
trom sunrise to sunset, unless it were paid. The property of the
debtor ought also to be sold, but not his house, nor the implements
of his profession. If all this should be insufficient, he should bhe
irnprisoned for a pcriod, to be fized, on the report of the Puuchayet,
according to the amount of his debt, and the fraudulent or htigrous
spirit he had displayed.

A quostion arises, regarding the native practice of Tukkaza. 1t
lett, as it was among the natives, it leads to every sort of oppression,
and the more, as the sufferer is often prevented coming to complain.
1f done away entirely, thd great principle which drives meu (o
Punchayets, private arbitrations, and voluntary compositions, is put an
end to, and every creditor is compelled to come to court. It is absolutely
necessary to prohibit the use of force, but peihaps all restraints and
inconvenicucies that depend on the-peint of honor vught to be allowed
to remain.

The plan I have proposed Lis many obvious and palpable Advantiges and
defects, and many more will no doubt appear when its operations are i‘ridp‘i‘:;gt‘;%;;"f tb
fully cbserved. It has this advantage, that 1t leaves unimpaired the
institutions, the opinions, and the feelings, that have therto kept
the community together ; and that, as its fault is medlling too little,
it may be gradually remedied by interfering when urgently required.

An opposite plan, if it fail, fails entirely ; it has destroyed every thing
that could supply its place, and when it sinks the whole frame of the
society sinks with it. This plan has another advamtage likewise,
that if it does not provide complete instruments for the decision of
suits, it keeps clear of the causes that produce litigation. It makes
no great changes, cither rcal or apparent, in the laws; and 1t leads to
1o revolution in the state of property. The established practice also,
though it be worse than another proposed in its room, will Le less
grievous to the people, who bave accommodated themsclves to the
present defects, and are scarcely aware of their existence; while every
fault in 2 new system, and perhaps many things that are nof faults,
would be severely felt, for waut of this adaptation. I do not, how-
ever, mean to say that our interference with the native plan is odious
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at prosent.  Onp the contrary, several of the Collectors are of opinion
that a sumnary decision by an European Judge is more agreeable to
the uetivey than any other mode of trial. This may he the case
at first; but it the decisions of Europeans should ever be so popular
as to occasion the disuse of the native modes of settlement, there
would soon be a run on the courts, and justice, however purc when
obtained, would never be got without years of delay.

There must, however, in the system now proposed be a consider-
able sacrifice of form, and even some sacrifice of essential justice ; and
1t*1s to be expected that the abuses which will be observed under it,
will give particular disgust to most of our officers, because they are
repugnant to our ways of thinking, and we are apt to forget that
there are eqnal blemishes 1n every other system, and that those v huch
are the least offensive in our eyes are often most disgusting to the
natives. This tnswitablencss of the native systera to Earopean ideas
is, however, a very serious objection o its adoption, and 1endeis it
doubtful 1f we shall be able to maintain it after the officers to whons
1t it to be entrusted shall have ceased to be selected merely for
their fitness,

If our own system be unintelligible to the natives, 1t is at least
intelligible to us, and as its characteristic is strict rules aud checks
to departure from them, it is not easy to go wrong. Moreover, as it
possesses no very nice adaptation to the native waygof thinking, a
little derangement is of no great consequence. But the native plan
can geldom be thoroughly understood by any of us; we may act
against its plainest rules from mere ignorance, and we must all be
hable to strike at its vital piinciples. when we think we are only
removing its defects. Nor is it necessary that the legislator should faul
into this error to produce the most fatal effects. The error of an
inferior executive officer is sufficient to overthrow {he system.
The Commissioner perceives the numerous irregularities, abuses, and
corruptions in village Punchayets, which may be avoided by a few
simple rules, and the complete insight and effectual superintendence
that would be gained by a mere report of the Patail’s procecdings ; he
makes his regulations, directs a register to be drawn up, punishes the
ueglect of his orders regarding it, and from that moment there is an
end of village Punchayets, until Patails shall be found who will
undertake those troublesome and unknown forms, from mere public
spirit, with the chance of punishment and censure for wnintentional
fallure.  Not less effectual would be the decisions of an mexpr»nenced
assistant, acting with that confilence which inexperience alone
confers: he ﬁncs some Punchayets for exceeding their powers, and
imprisons some Patails for confounding their judicial with their fiscal
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composed of men of ditferent habits and conditions, their awards
must be supposed to have varied, so as to afford no great certmnty
betore-hand, as to the decision to which any Punchayet would come,
and this uncertainty must have led, unceasingly, to new litigation.
All accounts, it must be owned, agree in representing the knowledge
of the conmon peuvple, in the customary law of their country, and
consequently the uniformmty of their decisions, when formed into
Punchayets, is far beyond what could be expected, but the inconveni-
ence alluded to, must still, to a certain extent, have existed. The
want of puuciple in the rulers, was another cause of uncertainty and
lingation. No decision was final; a new Mamlutdar, or a new
winister might take up a cause his predecessor had decided; the
same man right revise his own decisions from corrupt meotives, and
there was as much difficulty in being exempt from an unjust revi-
sion, as 1t hias already been shown there was in obtaining a just one.

If this were the state of things under Nauna Fuinavees, it was
dunbtless worse under Bajee Row. The furming system made over
each district to the highest bidder, who was generally the moxt
unprincipled man about the court, and as full support was requisite
to enable him to pay his revenue, it consigned the people to his
oppression without a remedy. The farmer’s whole time and thoughts
were oceupied in realizing his revenue. Justice was openly sold, and
except as a marketable commodity, it was never thought of. The
party in the wiong could always, by a bribe, prevent his cause going
to a Punchayet, or overturn the decision of omre.  An appeal lay from
the under-farmer to the upps:, whose income depended on the
exactions of the authorities beluw him, and from him to the minister,
who never received a complaint without a present, or to the Paishwa
who never received one at all. In consequence the Governmrent
afforded little justice to the rich, and none to the poor.

But with all these defeets, the Marratta country fl,urished, and
the people seem to have been exempt from some of the evils which exist
under our more perfect Governmeunt. There must therefore have
been some advantages in the system to counterbalance its obvious
defects, and most of them appear to me to have originated in one
fact, that the Government, although it did little to obtain justice for
the people, left them thie means of procuring iv for themselves. The
advantage of this was particularly felt among the lower orders, who
are most out of reach of their rulers, and most apt to be neglected
under all Governments. By means of the Punchayet, they were en-

abled to effect a tolerable dispensation of justi¢e among themselves,”

and it happens, that.-most of the objections above stated to that
institution, do not apply in their case.

(orrectives of these
defects and abuses.
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A Patail was restrained from exercising oppression both by the
fear of the Mamlutdar, and by the inconvenience of offending the
society in which he lived, and when both parties were disposed to a
Punchayet, he had no interest in refusing bis assistance to assemble
one. A Punchayet can scarcely be perplexed in the simple causes
that arise under its own eyes nor can it easily give a corrupt decision
when all the neighbours know the merits of the case. Dcfendants,
witnesses, and nembers, are all within the narrow compass of a
village, and where all are kept from earning their daily bread during
the discussion, there is not likely to be much needless complaint or
attected delav.

This branch of the native system, therefore, is excellent for the
settlement of the disputes of the Ryots among themselves, but it is of
bo use in protecting them from the oppression of their superiors, and
it is evident, that the plan of leaving the people to themselves, could
never have been sufficient for that purpose. But here another prin.
ciple comes into operation. The whole of the Government revenue
being derived trom the Ryot, it was the obvious interest of Govern.
ment and its agents to protect him, and prevent his being cxposed
to any exactions but their own. The exactions of Government were
limited in good times by the conviction, that the‘best way to enrich
itself, was to spare the Ryots; and those of its agents, by the common
interest of Government, and the Ryots in restraining their depreda-
tions. DBy these principles, while the native Governinent was good.
its Ryots were tolerably protected both from the injustice of their
neighbours and tyranny.of their superiors, and that class is the most
nunierous, most important, and most deserving portion of the
comrpunity ‘

It was in the class above this, that the defects of the judicial
systera were most felt, and even there they had some advantages.
As the great fault of Government was its inertness, people were at
least sceure from its over-activity. A Government Officer might be

Anduged by a bribe to harass an individual, under color of justice, but

he could not be compelled by the mere filing a petition, to involve
those under his jurisdiction in all the vexations of a law suit. Fven
when bribed, he could not do much more than harass the individual;
for the right to demand a Punchayet was a bar to arbitrary decrecs,
and although he might reject, or evade the demand, yet the frequent
occurrence of a course so contrary to public opinion, could not cscape
his superiors, if at all inclined to do justice. -

.The inertness of Government was .countcracted by 1arious cx-
pedients whu.:h, though objectionable in themselves, supplied the place
of better principles, These were private zedress, patropage, and
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presents. The first occupies the same place in civil justice that
private revenge does in criminal among still ruder nations.  Ttis this
“which is called Tukkaza by the Marrattas, and which has already
been mentioned as so important in bringing on a trial If a man
have a demand from his inferior, or his equal, he places him under
restraint, prevents his leaving his Louse, or eating, and even compels
him to sit in the sun until he comes to some accommodation. ,If
the debtor were a superior, the creditors had first recourse to
supplications and appeals to the honor and sense of shame of the
other party : he laid himself on his threshold, threw himself on his
road, clamored before his door, or he employed cthers to Jdo all this
for him : he would even sit down and fast before the deltor’s door,
during which time the other was compelled to fast also, or he would
appeal to the gods and invoke their curses upon the person by whom
he was injured. It was a point of honor with the natives not to dis-
turb the authors of these importunities, so long as they were just, and
some »atisfaction was generally procured by means of them. If they
were unjust, the party thus harassed naturally concurred with the
plaintiff in the wish for & Punchayet, and thus an object was obtained
+vhich might not have been gained from the indolence of the Magistrate.
Similar means were employed to extort justice from the ruling power.
Standing before the residence of the great man, assailing lum with
clamor, Lo‘dm° up a torch before him by day-light, pouring water,
without ceasing, on the statues of the gods. These extreme measures,
when resorteud to, seldom failed to obtain a hearing, even under
Bajee Row, and there was the still more powerful expedient, both for
recovering a debt, or for obtaining justice, to get the whole caste, village,
or trade, to join in performing the above ceremonies uptil the
demand of one of its members were satisfied.

The next means of obtaining justice was by patronsge. Ifa poor
man had a master, a landlord, a great neighbour, or ary great con-
nection, or if kg had a relation who had asimilar claim on a great
man, he could interest him in hus favor, and procure his friendly in-
tercession with the debtor; his application to the friends of the latter,
or finally his interest with the public authority, to obtain justice for
Lis client. This principle was not so oppressive as it seems at first
sight, or as it must bave been if it had been partial : for it was so
extended that- scarcely any man was without some guardian of his
interests. Both sides in a cause were thus brought nearly equal, and
the effect of the interference of their patrons was to stimulate the
system, which might otherwise have stood still.

If this resource failed, & present, or the promise of a present to
the public authority, or those who had weight with him, would be
9
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efficacious. The fee of one-fourth of all property gained in law -uits
was, in fact, a standing bribe to invite the assistan>e of the Magistrate,

The number of persons who could grant Punchayets also expe-
dited business. Lesides the Nyaeedaish and the numerous Mamlut-
dars and Jage=rdars, many people of consequence could hold Punchia-
yets under the express or implied authority of the Faishwa, and every
chief settled the disputes of his own retainers, whether amonyg them-
selves, or with others of the lower and middle classes. A great nwu-
ber of dirpu'es were also setilad by private arbitraticn; and their
proceedings, in the event of an appeal, were treated by the Govern-
nent with the some considerations as those of Punchayet hell under
its own authority.

Thus some sott of justice was obtained, and it was less impuie
than might be cxpected, irom the sonrces by which it was supplied,
Iwcause public opinion and the authority of the Magistrate set
bounds to Tukkaza, and the insuitution of Punchayets was a restraiut
on patronage and bribery.

The Punchayet itself, although in all but village canses it hal
the defects before ascribed to it, possessed many advantages. Though
each might be slow, the number that could sit at a time, even uiler
the « .pentntcndence of one person, must have enabled them to decide
many causes. The intimate acquamtance of the members with the
subject in dispute, and in many cases with the character# of the
parties, must Lave made their decisicns frequently correct ; and it was
an advantage of incalculable value, in that mode of trial, that the
judges, being drawn from the boly of the pcople, +~uld act on mu
principles that were not generally understocl ; & circumetance which,
by preventing uncertainty and onseurity in the law, struck at the
very root of litigation. The lishility of Punchayvts to corruption
was checked by the circumstance -hat it did not so frequently happen
to one man to be a member, as to 1oake venality very profitable, while
the partics w1 the membe:s Luin of his own class,%he was 1wuch
exposed to detection and loss of character: accordingly the Punchayet
appear, even after the corrupt reign of Bajee Row, to have retained in
a great’degree ihe confidence of the people, and they do rot appear
to have been unworthy of their good opwmion. All the answers to 1ay
queries (except those of the Collector of Ahmednuggur) give them a
very favorable character ; and Mr. Chaplin, in particular, is of opinion
that in most instances their staiement of the evidence is succinct and
tlear, their reasoning on it solid and perspicuous, and their decision,
in a plurality of cases, just ard impartial.

Their grand defect was procrastination, and to counteract it the
suitors had 1ecourse to the sare remedies as with people in power—

Vous .M
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importunity, intercession of patrons, and sometimes, no doubt, to
-promises, fees, and bribes.

It is impossible to form very clear notions on the general result
of this administration, either as to its dispatch of causes, the degree
of justice actually administered by it, or its effect on the character of
the people ; but I should conjecture that simple causes were speedily
decided, and complicated ones very slowly. The Nyaeedaish princi-
pally tried the latter description, and i in 20 years it filed less than 1,400
causes, of which it is believed that one-half were never decided.
Punchayets appear generally to have given just decisions, but men in
power could obstruct a reference to those assemblies, and could pre-
vent the execution of their decrees. That justice was often denied,
or injustice committed, appears from the frequency of Thullee, which
is a term for robbery, arson, and even murder, committed to oblige a
village or Government officer to satisfy the claims of the perpetrator.
This crime is commonest to the southward of the Kisna, but murders
on account of disputes about landed property are every where frequent.
With regard to its effect on the character of the people, the Ryots
secm in most respects simple and honest, but there is no regard for
truth, or respect for an oath, throughout the whole community; and
forgery, intrigue, and deceit, are carried to the highest pitch among
the Patails, Coolcurnees, and all who have much opportunity of practis-
ing those iniquities. There is no punishment for perjury or forgery.
In the annexe¢d award of a Punchayet, No. 2, it appears that 33 per-
sons entered into an engugement to swear to any thing that one of
the parties might dictate, and for this complicated offence they were
mildly reprimanded by the Nyaeedaish. Litigiousness does not seem
to have been at all prevalent, unless the obstinacy with which people
adhered to any claims to landed property can be brought under
that head.

Such are the advantages and disadvantages of the native ad-

ministration of justice whlch are to be weighed against those of the 3¢ Native
plan adopted in our provinces. If we were obliged to take them asg those of the Adawlut

they stood under the native Government, the scale would probably
soon be turned, but as it i3 possible to invigorate the system and to
remove its worst abuses the question is not so easily decided. * The
most striking advantages in our plan appear to be,—that the laws are
fixed, and-that as means are taken to promulgate them they may be
known to every one ; that the decisions of the Adawlut, being always
on fixed principles, may always be foreseen ; that there is a regular
and certain mode of obtaining redress; that the decision on each
separate case is more speedy than in any native court, and that it is
more certain of being enforced; that justice may be obtained by

General result

Companson of the
vantages of the
plan  with
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means of the Adawlut, even from officers of Government, or from
Government itself; that the Judges are pure, and their purity and
correctness are guarded by appeals; and that the whole system is
steady and uniforrs, and is not liable to be biassed in its motions by
fear or affection, policy or respect.

On the other hand, it appears that although the regulations are
promulgated, yet, as they are entirely new to the people of I[undia, a
long time must pass before they can be generally known, and as both
they and the decisions of the court are founded on European notions,
a still longer period must elapse before their principles can be at all
understood ; that this obscurity, of itself, throws all questions relating
to property into doubt, and produces litigation, which is further pro-
moted by the existence of a class of men rendered necessary by the
numerous technical difficulties of our law, whése subsistence depends on
the abundance of law suits ; that by these means an accumulation of
suits takes place, which renders the speedy decision of the Adawlut of
no avail ; that the facility given to appeals takes away from the advan-
tage of its vigor, in enforcing decrees, and renders it on the whole,
i many ecases, more feeble and dilatory than even the Punchayet,
while in others it acts with a sternness and indifference to rank and
tucumstances very grating to the feelings of "the natives; that its
control over the public officers lessens their power without removing
the principle of despotism in the Government, or the habits engen-
dered by that principle in the people, and that by weaKening one part
of the machine without altering the rest, it produced derangeracut and
confusion throughout the whole ; that the remotencss uf the Adaw-
lut prevents the access of the common people,-and that if Moonsiffs
with fees, Vakeels, &c., be adopted to remedy this eVil they are no*
exempt from the corruption of the native system, while they occasion
in a remarkable degree the litigious spirit peculiar to ours.

TLis view of the Adawlut is taken from the reports drawn up in
Bengal, and it is possible that many of the defects described may
originate m the revenuc system, in the voluminousness of the re-
gulations, or in other extrinsic circumstances; a supposition which
appears to be supported by the state of the courts under Bombay,
where most of the evils alluded to are said to be still unfelt. But
enough will remain to satisfy us thatthe chance of attaining or ap-
proaching to perfection is as small under our own plan’ as under
that of the natives ; that on either plan we must submit to many in-
conveniences and many abuses ; and that no very sudden improvement
i3 to be looked for in the actual state of things. 1If this be the case,
it becomes of the first consequence to cherish whatever there is good
in the existing system, and to attempt no innqvation that can injure
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the principles now in force, since it is so uncertain whether we can
introduce better in their room.

I propoge, therefore, that the native system should still be
preserved, and means taken to remove its abuses and revive its
energy. Such a course will be more welcome to the natives than any
entire change, and, if it should fail entirely, it is never too late to
introduce the Adawlut.

It is now, however, practicable for us to keep up the native plan esfggmi‘:m&f e

entirely unchanged. In removing abuses we destroy the moving im system.
powers of Tukkaza, patronage and présents, and we must look out for
others to supply their place. For this purpose we may hope to have
more purity, more steadiness, and more energy, than the native Govern-
ment ; and I think we can scarcely fail to place the people in a better
situation, with respect to justice, than that in which we found them.
Such a change i the mere administration of the law will probably
in time improve the character of our subjects, and adinit of a gradual
improvement in their radical principles ; but it seems desirable that
such improvement should be so slow as to allow the amelioration of
the society to keep pace with that of the laws, and thus escape the
evil of having a code unsuitable to the circumstances of the pecple,
and beyond the reach of their understanding.

" Qur principal instrument must continue to be the Punchayet,
and that must continue to be exempt from all new forms, interference,
and regulation, on our part. Such forms would throw over this well-
known institution that mystery which enables ltigious people to
employ courts of justice as engines of intimidation against their
neighbours, and which renders necessary a class of lawyers, who among
the natives are the great fomenters of disputes.

Another objection to forms is, that they would deter the most
respectable people from serving on Punchayets. The indolence of the
natives, their aversion to form and restraint, their hatred of novelties,
and their dread of getting into difficulties in an unknown course of
proceeding, and thus exposing themselves to our supposed strictness,
would be sufficient to prevent any honest Patail from calling a Pun-
chayet, or any disinterested inhabitant from serving as a member ;.
but it is only the honest who would be thus deterred : those who looked
to profit through fraud would run a little risk in pursuit of their
“selfish designs, and would study our new laws so as to qualify them-
selves to evade them,

'i"he Patail should be encouraged, as at present, to sottle disputes
amicably, if he can, and otherwise to refer them to Punchayets, on the
old meodel,
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No papers should be required from those bodies but a Razee-
nameh (or consent) by the parties to the arbitration of the members,
and a Saronush (or decision) as concise 4s they choose to make it.
When these two papers can be produced, the decision should be final,
unless in case of corruption or gross injustice. 'When those papers are
wanting, the cause must be considered as still liable to investigation,
but no censure is to be passed on the Punchayet for failing to produce
them. When a Patail refuses to grant a Punchayet, the Mamlutdar
may, on complaint, direct him to afford one ; and if either party object
to a Punchayet in his own village, the Mamlutdar shall be at liberty
to order one at his own residence, or at any other village, as I believe
was practised by the Marratta Government. DBut unless both parties
give their free consent to the arrangement proposed by the Mamlut-
dar, that officer must report the case to the Collector, and await his
orders.

Appeals from village Punchayéts should he made to the Collector,
who, if he thinks the Punchayet has not been freely chosen, or that
it has not fully decided ; or if on a summary enquiry he discovers any
gross error or injustice, or sees good ground to .suspect corruption,
may order a new Punchayet, either at the original village, or else-
where, In this enquiry the Collector can of course direct the Mamlut-
dar to make any local investigation that may be necessary, and ho
can employ his assistant, or an Ameen, either in conducting the
summary enquiry, or in superintending the second Pvachayet : but he
ought on no account to go into an enquiry in any ordinary case
merely because the Punchayet appear to him to have decided erro-
neously ; the object of this appeal being rather to watch over the purity
of the courts, than to amend their decisions. The appeal ought to
be to the Collector, rather than to6 the Mamlutdar, to prevent that
officer either quashing comaplaints, or needlessly drawing up causcs
from the village tribunals to his own.

These rules will provide for the adJustment ot aisputes among
villagers, but there are many mercantile and other persons who reude
in towns, and are not subject to the authority of any Patail. For these
persons another plan must be adopted. When they belong to trades,

“the Shaitee, or head of the trade, may perform the functions perform-
ed by the Patail, in summoning a Punchayet, with the consent of the
parties, and when these means are insufficient a complaint may be
made to the Mamlutdar, who, if he cannot accommodate the matter,
either by his own interposition or a Punchayet agreed to by both
parties, must report it to the Controller, who will K authoiize a
Punchayet of persons of the same order. When the parties leave
the nomination of these Punchayets to the' Mamlutdar, or other
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officer of Government, he cannot be too carefal tu select the 1y ey,
so_as to make attendauce as little onerous 2s possible. Persons
unemployet ought to be preferred to men in business, and the whole
to be managed as much on the principle of rotation as the dispostica
of the partics may admit. The objection of the parties to auy wnen

ber ought, however, to be always attended to, and if they :hew a
disinclipation to the persons proposed by the Goveinmont ngent,
they ought to be allowed to name four respectable people themselves
who ought to chose a fifth as an umpire. If the niembers cc1not
agree, the vmpire must be named by the Government officer.

In very large towns the superintendence of these Punchay. ts n.ay
Le too much for the Mamiutdar to undertake ; and it will therefoie be
found necessary to nominate officers (to be called Ameeng, or what-
ever name has hithesto been in wse among the Marrattos) expries’y
for the adminiswation of justice. There might be one to every
Mamlutdar's district, or one to every twe; but it ought first to be
tricd whether the Mamlutdars are sufficient to keep down the busi-
ness, as the institution of 8o many dispensers of justice, besides the
revenue ofticers, will certainly be new, and its cffects on the Puncha-
yets and on the people cannot be clearly foreseen, some means must
however %2 fow 1 out to make up, in Yocna e-peeialiy, for the nurer-
ous chiefs and ministers w} o formerly used to assermmble Punchayets.
For this purpose, I think, there ought to be three Nutive Judges at
Pcona, with salaries amounting to 200 Ropees each, ard three of
inferior rank, with inferior salaries, who should receive complaints
1oferred to them by the Collector, and submit them to Punchayets,
or decide them themselves, when Lotk partios consented to that mode
of adjustinent.

In such cases a3 the Collector should expressly prescribe, causes
to be tried by Punchay-ts might Le shaped by the Ameen 1 such a
manner that the pleadings, documents, and evidence might all be
brought at once before the Punchayet, and the cause decided at cne
sitting, unless the Punchayet should call for more information.

In ceuses decided by the Ameen alone, an appeal should lie to
the Collector, who mught, always, or on all reasonable greunds, vrder »,
Punchayet to try the case anew. Ths Ligher class of Amesns noight
iry causes to any amount, but the sccond class should bs hnuued to
200 Rupees. Tho Collector might m all cases call v such causes
as he thought of great importance to be wied before Lim or bis
assistanis. The Stastree to eact Colluctor might be an Ameen, and
might receive an addition to his salary on that accouat,

in cach of the large wwne, perhaps two in each district, besides
Poona, there might be an Ameen, with puwers only to geant Puncha-
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yets, svhen agreed to by both parties, and to settle such causes as the
parties might agree in writing to refer to his decision; but wherever
there was a dispute about the mode of trial, he ought to take the
orders of the Collector.

" The Ameens in the towns might have 150 Rupees a month, and
all the Ameens might have a certain addition to their salary for every
20 causes decided by them, or by Punchayets under their direction.
The expenses might be defrayed from fines, hereafter to be mention-
ed, but the connection between their allowances and the fund from
which they are drawn ought not to be apparent to the Ameen.

To complete the administration of justice references might be
made on all doubtful questions of Hindoo law to the principal Shas-
trees, who receive pensions or Wurshashuns. The selection in each
reference might be left to the Commissioner, as was the practice with
the natives, or a small addition might be made to the salary of a
certain number, who might be constituted regular authorities; to
decide on points of law.

Appeals ought to be received from the Ameens on the principle
above mentioned, and in the same manner the Commissioner should
receive special appeals frora the Collectors, not with a view to revise
their decisions.on’ each case, but ;to give him an opportunity of ascer-
taining that bis instructions are acted up to, and that the custom of
the country is not departed from. ‘

It is chiefly by this superintendence that we can hope to purify
and invigorate the native system, so 83 to convert it from a mere
engine of oppression into an instrument for a more extensive dispen-
sation of justice than exists even in our own old provinces.

It is indispensable on this principle that the Collector sheuld
give audience, for at least two hours every day, to all ranks, receive
cotnplaints vivd voce, and grant decisions and orders on Mamlutdars,
as the cases require. If he confine himself to receiving petitions’ in
writing, it is impossible that he should have time to become acquaint-
ed with the state of things in his district. This practice, com-
bined with the Collector’s tours round his district, ought to be a
great check on the Mamlutdars, and those officers ought likewise to
be obliged to answer speedily and fully every complaint made against
thera, ar reference sent to them. The great indulgence and for-
bearance recommended towards Punchayets and Patails should have
no place towards Mamlutdars, on whose purity and efficiency so
much depends, and with whom those qualities can only be preserved
bér strict discipline.

The amount to be decided on by a Punchayet, under a Patail,
might be limited to 150 Rupees, and by a Mamlutdar or Ameen,
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without eference, to 1,000 Rupees when the amount exceeds thi,
the Mamlutdar onght not to call a Punchayet, even with the consest
of the pauties, unfll he has taken the Collector's ordis  Any sum
mught be referred by the Collector. but great causes, where delay and
distance are of least consequence would be best done under lis own
superintendence.

Causes, in which great Sirdars are parties, should be reported to
the Commissioner, who'should take measures himself, or send special
instructions in each case.  No claim for a debt incurred duning the
Muarratta Government ought to be euforced against this cless 1 ik
nove strictness than that Government would have evinced, and all
intercourse relating to causes of those persons should be conducted
according to the practice of the former Government, as above deseribed.

Rules ought to be made hmiting the period at which a suit cun
be entertained.  Twelve years trom the commencement of the dispute
would be sufficient in cases of personal property bLut a very long
peiivd must be allowed in disputes about land, provided always thot
no prior decision by a competent authority has taken place.

These rules must he vinerved by the Mamlutdirs and Aineens,
Lnt they 1ust not extend to Patails, who must be guided by custom
alone.

A period ought also to be fixed, after which appeals on complaints
of gross ervor, lxibery, &e, will not be received : these -ought to be
short when the cause was tried by a Punchayet, and long when by a
single Judge.

Mamlutdars and Ameens should send registers of the causes they
tr to the Collecturs, and the Collectors to the Commissioner, but
nothing of the sort should be required from the Patail.

So far, indeed, ain I froin wishing to clog the proceedings of the
lower urders with forms, that I think a decision ought to Le received
«nd enforced by the public authorities, by whomvoever it Las been
passed, in every casc where there is a written consent to the aibitra-
tion on the behalf of the parties, and a written award on that of the
arbjtrators,

Too much pains cannct be taken to encourage private arbitra-
tions, and this i3 the wwie necessary from an opinion, which :ippe.q 13
to be industriously propagated, that our Government resents aml
‘punishes any interference of individuals in affairs which are within its
Jjurisdiction.

The employment of professional Vakeels ought to be strictly
forbidden, both in the- Mamlutdars, Ameens, and Collectors Cut-
cherries; with the Patdils, they are not likely to exist.

10E
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Simila pains must be taken to guard against professional ars
bitrators, a description.of persons ‘who were not unknowr under the
Marratta Government, and who appear, from Mr. Tumsden’s report,
to be becoming comm.u under ours, This class, to all the bad
iqualities of hired Vakeels, adds that of corruption in the decision of
the cause. Perhaps some rule should be fixed to campel ‘the Mam-

‘hutdars and Ameens to attend to this coution, but this is the only
vegulation T would venture to propose regarding liunéhayet.z.

The difficulty of assembling the members, and of getting them to
come to a decision, suggest, at first view, some ru]e;s to promote those
cuds : but none can, I think, be ventured on ‘without “the risk of
making attendance first entirely comyulsoxfr, ‘and “then very odious.
The Magistrate may exercise his influence, and'even an indefipite
authority as hitherto, to procure attendance and. decision, but he
aught to use uo absolte foree, and, above all, to impose ,ne fines, nor ‘
other punishments. The utmost would be, to call the- Punchayet to
his court, and seat them with an Amecn, from mbraing to night,
until they should decide. :

The Collector might be empbwered to bestow on members of
Punchayets, on whom attendance should appear to fall particularly
hard, a sum of money at his discretion, to defray their expenses, and
hie ought to withhald all essistaince of the kind, where the attendance
of the members has been particularly remiss,

Punchayets ought to be furnished with a peor, to simmon’ wit-
uesscs and parties, and in the event of the non-attendance.of -one of
the parties, after due notice, the causé might be -dééided aéainst him,
though liable to revision, on good ground being shéwn for his absenéf.

-~ Some check is requiréd to prevent friyolous and litigious com-
‘plaints, especially in appeals from the decision of Punchayets, Fees’
* have been suggested for this purpose, but it i5very'doubtful whether
they are a check on litigation any, further than they are s check upon
justice, ’ - ’

. B appears a better remedy %o allow the Piinchiyets, or thé person
who ‘tries the'cause, to fine & partyyivhosé eomplaint or whose defence.
is palptbly frivolous;and if this i§thought 16 be too great & latitude to
entrust 0 a Punchayet, the fing méh‘f“bﬁhfh‘ﬂaﬁ% the extentof the
fmml},"forlperly taken by the Marratta Govemﬁéhﬁbr@vén ‘to’ thé
gmount which would, on-our own Gystersi, e levied (even whore therd
was 10 fault) in the shape'vf cost, Bnd fees; stathped papei; &é. JA
portion of the money so levied might be' given to'thé; ‘inijgred “party

~whedi poor, and the rest woild 'go o pay the* tomtnission” allotted’ to

the ‘Afneens a:nd the fxéeﬁgg,bf merabers of Pﬂnﬁ;hayéta.ziilf tfhé fuind
proved inndequate to {his purpose,’a further” sum izhd b Taited by
' : * v KR
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to enforee them himself, and this was effecied by means of the systeur
called Tukkaza, which, though it strictly means only dunning, is hore
employed for every thing from simple importunity, up to placing a
guard over a man, preventing his eating, tying him neck and beels,
or making him stand on one leg, with a heavy stone on his head,
under & vertical sun.

1t is remarkable, that in all claims (except for land) when the
plaintiff has the power, this Tukkaza is the first step in the suit, and
it i3 not until the person who suffers by it, complains of excessive or
unjust. Tukkaza, that the Government takes any concernin the canse.
This in some measure accounts for the rcady acquiescence to defen-
dants in the nomination of Punchayets, &c., and itis indced employed
intentionally as a means of accomplishing that end. When Govan-
rent eufreed the debt, it used nearly the same severities ax 1ndivi-
duals; it also seized and sold the property of the debtor, but generally
spared his house, and took care not to reduce him entirely to ruin.
It likewise often fixed instalments, by which his debt was gradually to
be liquidated.

People were never put in any public prison for private debt,
though sometimes confinéd or tormented by the creditor at his house,
or in that of his patron, and in rarc cases when agreced on in the bond,
made to serve him till the amount of their nominal wages equalled
that of the debt.

Fair bankrupis seeta to have been let off pretty uearly as with
us. Fraudulent oues were made to pay when discovered, notwith-
standing previous release.

y  The great objects of litigation are stated in thes replies of the
local officers to my queries to be., Boundary disputes; division of
property on the separation of faraihes ; inheritance to land, which is
perhaps the greatest source of litigation throughout the whole country,
eveu 1n Candeish, where waste land is so abundant. Debts to hank-
ers are also frequently subjects for suits.

The judicial system, which has just been described, is evidently
liable ta great objections, and accordingly in the best of times iis
success secms to have been very imperfect. Therz was no regilar
administration of justice : no certain means of filing a swit; and wn
fixed rules of proceeding after it had been filed. It rested with the
officer of Government applied to, to receive a complaint, or to neglect
it altogether. The reception of an appeal from his injustice, equally
depended on the arbitrary will of his superior. The other occupations
of these officers rendered it difficult o1 them to attend to judicial
attairs. eyen if well dispored, and these oceupiations increasing witle

the 18k of the otficer, the Puirhwa (or the ovinister) why was the
- [

Defects and wbuses
of the system.



62

main spring of the whole machine, must have been neaily inaccessible
to all men, and entirely so to ihe poor. The power of the local officer
must also have had a tendency to check appeals, and even to sestrain
the demand for Punchayets, in cases wherc he was desirous of deciding
in person ; and this desire would chiefly be felt in cases where hie had
an inclination to be the friend of one party, or where he hoped to
make something by selling his favor to both. In shori, there can be
httle doubt of the difficulty of getting justice, unless by means of
bribery, or of poweiful friends,

The Punchayets themselves were open to corruption and to
partiality, and when free from those stains, they were still slow and
iceble in their motions, and uncertain in their resolutions. When the
Punchayet was assembled, which from its interference with the
pursuits and-interests of the members must have bgen a matter of
difficult and rare occurrence, it had not sufficient powers to seize the
defendant, to summon the witnesses, or to compel the production of
documents ; in the event of any opposition, it must apply to the
officer of Government, and thus, besides unavoidable delay, it was
exposed to constant obstruction from his indolence and want of leisure,
and even from his corruption. 1If a deputy of the Government officer
sat with it to execute those duties, it was «till lable to be obstructed
from corruption, nnd was hesides exposed to the influence of the
Carcoon, who presided.  When it had got possession of the evidence,
the members were not calealated to decide on nice or Jutricute canses,
and if they were perplexed, they met without coming to a decision, or
allowed the matter to lie over, until soine circumstance prevented the
necessity of meeting any more Very great delay tock place from
these causes, and trials were often left entirely unfinished. Whe:.
members were chosen by the parties and intercsted in their canse, they
were rather advocates than judges, and their disputes produced as
much delay as the ueglect of the others. When they were impartial,
they were indifferent and irresolute, unless some member, and very
likely one who was stimulated into nctivity by a bribe, took the
troublle of deciding off the hands of his collcagues, and procured their
¢oustcht w a decision of his own  When their award was signed, thLe
Punchayet dissolved, and their decrce remained with the local officer
to enforce or neglect, as he chose.  Where so much was left arbitrary,
there was of course mucli corruption, and it is very frequent now, to
have a complaint fromn a man who has a decision of old standing
(even from the Nyaeedaish at Poona) which he has not been able tu
get onforced.  Tiven when the decice ot a Punchayet was passed and
evecured. ane wondd think it et frome the wor fn vhich the
ase by war cousiitnte §, huve hod 1ittle gond oftert ht-ywld the o8-

M . v 0 e
iy trld tried, Yor oy thele wis no weitfen ];.w, anr{ T an;ha‘\‘:t»’ W Te
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functions ; and the efiect of his decision is as complete with:n his
distrct as if a law had been enacted prohibiting all interfcrence in
setthing disputes, except by the officers of Government.

To avert these dangers, the best plan is too keep this territory,
for » considerable time, under a separate Commissionar, on whose
vigilance we must depend for correcting mistakes such as have been
described.

Wishing to give a complate picture of the shape in vhich I re- :\Em‘:{m alieady
cummended the native system to be preserved, I have not distin- " =
guisked between the arrangements already adopted, and ‘hose only
proposed. In general, the Marratta system has been kept unchanged.
There are, however, some slight differences in the modes of proceeding
of the different Collectors.  Mr. Chaplin receives all complaints that
cannot be settled with the consent of the parties, and directs the
Mamilutdar to enquire into then, and, when necessary, to grant Pun-
chayets. Captain Grant adopts the same course, but also has many
causes decided by himself and his Assistants at Sattara  Captaan
Portinger's proceedings are similar to Captain Grant's, and i the
present state of Candeish there appears to be scarcely any judicial
business. At Pocna, it has long since been found necessary to
appoin® three native Amvens toassist in the administration of justice,
These persens regulate Punchayets, and try causes, which bcth parties
2gree to submit to them, and latterly causes also, where the partics
neglect to pame the members of the Punchayet. There lLave been
3,428 causcs filed at Poons, of which there have been settled without
a trial 1,323,

By Punchayets ... ... T 1

By injunction from the Collector e vae 539
Dismissed on the non-attendance of the plammf 408
And there have beendecided ... ... ... ... .. 1015
By the Collector and his Assistanta 3 £ |
By Punchayets, chosen by the partxes 44
By Ameens ... cee e e e 248

1,052 causes were undecided in the end of March; cn the whole, Chimate improve-
I shoul think that the means we have hitherto possessed have not g‘fg;t:, :;’::fd Fy
been sufficient to meet the demand in Poona, and perhaps, owing to
the constant occupation of the Mamlutdars in revenue bu-iness, the
same may be true in the country. I hope the plan now proposed
will be more effectual. Should it fail, it will be necessary to have
numerous Ameens for holding Punchayets, and to adopt, by legrees,
stricter rules to compel the attendance and hasten the decisions cf
those bodies. If that should be insufficient, Moonsifs must be em-
powered to try causes by themselves, in which case there must be a
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European Judge to hear appeals from them all, but these improve-
ments must not be introduced until they are wanted, and we must be
careful not to induce the natives to give up their present modes of
scitling disputes, by holding out a prospect of pure and abundant
justice, which we may not ultimately be able to realize.

Summary of our To sum up the effects of our revenue, police, and judicial gystems,
Civil Amrangementsy (. have in revenue, lighter, more equal and more certain assessment,
less peculation, and consequently less profit to the agents of Govern-

ment. In police, more attention and more vigour, but less violence

arld, so far, less ¢fficiency. In civil justice, the great change is that

Government has taken on itself the whole responsibility of protecting

people’s rights, but there is more form, more purity, more delay in

some cases, and less in others. In criminal justice, more 8ystertn, more

scruples, more trials, more acquittals, more certain punishment for all

crines, except robbery, and for that, both less certain and less severe
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“TRANSLATIONS of a deed of purchase executed in the year Shue
1726 Rucklakshee, -on Pouch Vud Pritty Pudda, befween
Jannope Bin Dutojee, Patail, Cuddum of the village of Gaivee,
in the Purgunnah of Phultan ; and Beemajee Bin Assajee, Patait
Yadoay, the Muceadum (or Chief Patail) of the village of
Jeeregaum, in the Patas Turuf of the Praunt of Poona, sui 1214
Hej.

The reason of this deed of purchase being executed is, that the
Muccadum (or chlefshlp) of the a.bove—mentloned village, Jeeregaunt,
being exclusively mine, and that as thers has'been a severe famine irr
the land the whole of this year, and many have died for want of food,
and as .I also find myself reduced ta the last extremity, from an
absolute want of every kind of sustenance, or means of procuring it,
excepting by disposing of my Wauttun (hereditary office and lands,
perhaps) and Suice ; if I were not to dispose of some of it,'I should

. die, and the whole world would be Iost to me, I have resolved to save
my life by dividing my Wuttun Writtee, and admitting partner to its

enga.gement. *

. With this fixed design T have come to you, and fallen on your
neck begging that you wﬂl preserve my life during the continmance
of the famine, and that, in cons1darat.mn of your doing so, you -will
accept a half of the rights of my Muccadumee, while T retain the

- other half

“Thus ‘petiﬁioning and speaking to you,.in the strongest manner
you have consented, and I now execute this agreement, to ¢estify -y
voluntary relinquishment iz ‘your favor of half my rights or sole
Muccadumee of the above-mentioned village, and that, in considdration.
thereof, L bave ‘before witnesscs accepted and réceived seven hundred
#nd one mpees. You have thus preserved the livés of my family, and
.we shall henceforWard jointly enjoy. all rights (Thug)’, d1gmty {(Maun-
_paun),; &é., according to the undermentioned detail. "

Fwst. »HUGﬂARER or- RIGHT’S and, PERQUISITES'

: ;,lsf ¢ Gooamf.ﬁ: Two 'maunds;’ ‘at . the ‘rate of 16 puheela.s per
mannd' o eachenltivated Chaboo? of tand. " Half" this’ grain ‘or half.
lea ?&Tue shall be ours, and half mine."
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2nd. BmAL Jumma sn the annual present from the Sircar, on
settling the Jumma, amounting to 25 Rupees, shall be one half yours
*and pne half mine. ‘
3rd. PaLBarRA. For every Chahoor of cultivated land I am
entitled (at the reaping season) to an hundred bundles of the grain
produced ; half of this shall be yours, and half mine.
4th. Hoorpa N1mBooR. The half of what I receive from each
field on these accounts shall be yours, and half mine.

Remark. Hoorda is wunripe Joarry, which it is considered
pleasant to eat roasted : the quantity received by the Patail from each
field is from one to two puheelas. Nimboor is unripe Bajerry taken
for the same purpose.

5th. MULEATEEN. For products of the earth from irrigation you
shall receive half of these products, and of all new similar products
which come to my share,

Renwyrk. This Thug is very uncertain, it relates chiefly to
vegetables and garden products.

6th. RALIDASEECHA WorToL. Half shall be yours,-and Lalf
mine.

Remark. This is a small exaction, of from one to two annas,
taken frow travellers who stop at the village. It is distinct from
Jaglee, or what is paid to the Ramoossees of the village for keeping
watch at night over travellers’ property.

7th. SBEVEDEER. Teliachee (rights from the oilman) ; half shall
be yours, and half mine,

Remark. There is a considerable quantity of oil produced in
the Deccan from plants sown annually, and cultivated in fields, eithe~
singly, or mixed with grain ; the most common plants of this kind are
the Til, the Imvus, the Kareel, Amborey, Kusde, and Moore. The
Patails, in some places, send round every evening for oil, when each
oilman puts alike in the dish. Others receive their quota monthly,
and others annually.

8th. KooSHTEECHE Maz (weavers’ looms). We shall each have
half. "

Remark. Each loom pays, at the end of the year, pne cloth of
the description of cloths woven on it. A Kooshté® is a weaver of
bands of a cloth, which answers the purpose of a Sarhee, of Puchoras,
and sometimes of Sarhees. Besides Kooshtees, there are other kinds
of village weavers, Jains, Salecs, Dhungurs, (who are also shepherds,)
and Momins : the last are Mahomedans. ;

»  9tb. DHUNGURCHE MaAG (woollen weavers looués). Half sh;u
be yours, and half nine, P
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toth. Mon Turupa. What is received on market-lays, or
Tairs, from shopkeepers, Buanians, &oc.; such as tobacco, Sopary, Nag-
veella, Paun, Gor, &c

11th. BarrorTEE ZUMEEN (Miras land). 19 Rookas of this land,
vou shall have half; that is, eight Rookas in one place, and a Rooka
aud a half in another place which contains a Well, the whole of which
I give up to you I retain the other balf of the land.

12th. I have a Well in one Rocka of greund appropriated for
the growths of vegetables ; Lalf shall be yours, and half shall remain
mine.

13th. You shall have half my teneme:it 4 reside in.

14 Attached to the Muccadumee, or Patailship, there are Enan
lands to the extent or half a Chahoor, or six Ruokas.  You shall enjoy
half of thig, while I retain the cther half

15th.  The village Mars who perform service for me, shall also
do yoms

16. Close to the village T have thiree Rookas of land, one and
a half Rooka shall be yours, and the rest continve to be mine. Bat
besydes this, there is a quantity of land without tenants or labourers,
aud which belengs to the village. You shall take half of this land,
wlile 1 retain the other half.

Remark The meaning of the latter sentence is, perhaps, that
they should enjoy an equal ditle to the disposal, or, if it may be term-
e, to the patronage of the land, because thers is always a small fee
received by the Patails who let out, or sell the occupied fields of the
village. This passage, however, argues strongly the 11ght of the
Fatails to the disposal of all lands not possessed by the Government,
as “ Sheyniee and Koacum” lands. .

Second. MAUNPAUN, DIGNITY and PRECEDENCE. .

ist. TousHREFF. (The annual Government present on the full
peyment of the revenues) We shall receive Tushreef year and year
about.

2nd. On the festival of the Holi, it will be customary for both
to bake bread. The musical 1ustrument players shall come to my
heuse first, and go playing before me il I armve at your house,
when we shall both set out; my bread being carmed on the right of
your biead, and on arrivieg at the place of worship (a tree) Ishall tie
up yours under it. We shall then together equally go through the
worship and the rest of the ceremony conjointly and at the same time.

3rd. On the cocaaion of Shesalshet (a ceremony which cocurs cn
tie Shustee, or 6th, the day after Nagpunchumes,) we shall bota

11e '



P

v ATPEXNDIX,

make an image of Shesalshet (a Raja who reigned 2 Ghurrees), and
together carry the imeges, after our women bave deficed round esch,
to the wall or tank, and throw them 1nto 1t at the same time 1stant.
Your Shesalshet shall go in procession on the left of miue.

4th  On the Polse Amauass, the bullocks of both shall set out
at the same time,—yours on the left, and mine on the right,—and
this way, the one equal with the other, they shall be walked in proces-
sion round Hanuman; but the music shall precede my bullocks home,
while yours remain until it returns, when you shall bring your bul-
locks home with musi also.

5th  On marriages and Pats I shall first receive Beera, Til,
(Paun Sopary, and a mark on the forehead,) and then you; on like
occasion the Candwa (a large, round sweet, cake) shall be equally shared
by us.

6tl.  We shall worship, not all the old Gods, but all the new
ones that may be set up together, and not before, or after each other.

7th.  The heods of all goats sacrified to any of the Gods, which
before were wholly mine, shall now be half of each head yours.

Remark., Hanuman is never offered the sacrifice of an animal
to Bhowanny, Cundoobha, and Bheeroobha, such sacrifices are accept

able ; the carcass of the goat 18 eaten by the owner of the goat and his
friends.

8th. On the full moon (of Magh) I thall receive a goat, and then
you shall receive one.

9th. 'We shall be entitled to a pair of shoes from the Chummar
once a year.

10th. The village Derhs, on festivals and great occasions, shall
give us both a piece of firewood, but mine shall be given first.

11th. On Kewl Putturs my name shall be written uppermost,
theu yours, and below only one Plough (plough is the signature of a
cultlvator)

12th. We shall each have a goat on the Dussara, aud thew
value will be put in the village expenses.

15th  On the Dewally, &c, the pipersshall play at my door fust,
and then at yours.

14th. We shall make the Dussara Pooja together.
15th. Invitations to marriages, &c., shall be first given to me.

16th. The Shella given on Pats (marriages of widows, or rather
contracts answering. the chief end of mamages) is to be khfu'ed
between us,
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17th. The present of the Dhunzurs from their flocks shall be
equally shared by us.

18th. Half the Gor and Til given on the Sunkerrant shall be
yours, and half mine. In this manner you and I, &e. (confirming the
rights transferred to all futurity).

Then the witnesses’ names.

Remark. A confirmation of this deed was granted by former
Governments, acd the copy of the deed, above translated, was found
among the records.

(Signed) H.D ROBERTSON

Extract of a letter, dated the 9th March 1818, from Cuptain
RosEerTsoN, Provisional Collector at Pvona, to the Honourable
M. ELPHINSTONE.

On the nature of the tenures by which the land is held by the
Deccan Coonbees, my enquiries have been more successful The
general divisions of husbandmen are two—Thulkurrees, or men who
cultivate their own fields; and Coolwarrees or Oopurees, men who
labour on lands not their own. The Thulkurree’s tenure is uniform
the occupancy of the Coolwarree is of different kinds.

The Thulkurree is also called a Mirasdar. Thul signifies a field,
and perbaps the literal meaning of Thulkurree is a man belonging
to, or who laboursin, a field. The term Mirasdar is more expressive of
the actual condition of the Thulkurree ; Meeras signifying patrimony,
heritage, succession. But whatever arguments could be adduced
against the word Thulkurree or Mirasdar, as definitive of the condi-
tion of the person known by these appellations, there can be no doubt
entertained of what that condition really is, for he is considered, and
acknowledged by the Government, to have the property of the lands
he cultivates. I am yet uninformed, and perhaps it may never be
clearly established, at what period the Deccan landlords acquired
their rights to the property of the soil, by purchasing it from the Go-
vernment, or the village, or whether it has always been inherent to
them, and that the Government has either usurped their rights in
some instances, or broken through a custom of allowing lands laying
waste from a deficiency of population afterwards to become the in-
heritance of the multiplying descendants of the- original number of
land proprietors. ‘

" The Deccan landlord. is proud of his sitnation, and is envied
among his brethren, who are the cultivators.of lands not their own:
their feeling of attachment to their fields is remarkably keen; and
no consideration, but the utmost pecuniary distress, will induce them
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to abandon their rights of proprietorship. These rights are either
inherited or purchased ; and it is a remarkable circumstance, that in
the body of the deed of sale it is invariably usual to record that he
who sells his lands has begged of him who buys them to become the
purchaser It would seem that this information is deemed requisite
as a safe-guaid to the buyer, in consequence of the known reluctance
of all landlords to part with their lands, to show that no subterfuge
was used to force or trick them from the original proprietor. I have
the honor to enclose the translation of two deeds of sale of land. The
firdt has been executed and acted on without any reference to the Go-
vernment. The second has been secured to @ confirmation, first on
the part of the ruler during whose reign it was executed, and after-
wards by his successor. When a Thulkurree dies without beirs, or
leaves his native country to reside in another, his, lands become the
property of the village, unless the proprietor returns before thirty
years

The lands of the Deccan villages are all measured, or supposed
to be 8o. The village accounts are made up by accounting for the
disposition of its lands. Every field has a name. The lands are
appraised according to their quality of Ootum, first rate, Muddum,
middling, and Kumist, or poor land. The Thulkurree pays land-rent
to Government according to the extent and quality of his lands.
This land-rent is supposed to admit of no increase.

The Coolwarree ought probably to be pronounced Cowlwarree,
which would signify a person holding a Cowl or permission. The
Coolwarree, whatever be the origin of his name, is in fact a farmer.
He cultivated lands not his own, under different names, according to

the nature of bis agreement.
(A true Extract.)

Translation of a Kureed Puttur, or Deed of Purchase, dated 1739
Shex Eshwar (Nam Sumwatsies Cheyteroud Trecteen).

To Pandoorung Raw Ramchundur Bingey, of the village of
Ocnderee Turup Havelly Kiryat Mahawull, Pergunnak Poona, from
Bheyjee, the Son of Mahadajee, and Madojee, the Son of Jugojee
Cassid, of the same village. Sooma Sein Suba Asper, Meya Thein Un
Alif, 1226 Fuzulee. -

A deed of purchase is executed to this effect, for this reason, that,
inasmuch as we formerly received from you 917 Rupees on account
of six Rookas of the Thul field, called Gana, transferred to you along
with the Well in mortgage for 27 years, and that at the end of the
abovementioned period you, having received from the enjoyment of
the land the value of your money, were to restore it to us; and that
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as, at this time, G} years of the period of the mortgage having expired
204 years still remain, and we are reduced to distress and to the
chance of dying from want of food, we have now come to you, to fall
on your neck, and to petition you, that as you have a right to our
land for 20} years, and we are reduced to want, you will, in eonse-
quence of our joint desire, accept for ever of half,—namely, three Rookas
of the land mortgaged to you, with half the Well,—on condition that
you will immediately yield your title to the other half to us, making
the price of the half we give you up, on a calculation of what we
should have to pay, to redeem the whole six Rookas mortgaged for
20} years, Rupees 675

We therefore herzby give to you the land above-mentioned for
675 Rupees, the sum we may be said to owe you for the whole land
mortgaged, and with its half the Well attached to it, and the western
half of the tenement we possess, Tulkurees in the village, with what-
ever Walls there may be thereon, namely by—Huths in length from
north to south, and 12 Huths in breadth from west to east. You are
bound to preserve all the customs of the village, and to conform to
particular customs heretofore established in respect to the land and
rights now made yours; such as the payment of the Sircar’s revenue,
Purelapaun, &c., the rights of the Kulkurnee, and the Baloot of the
Balooties ; and you will enjoy, you and your sons, and your sons’ sons,
to future generations, the land above-mentioned ; and on the ground,
in the village yiven to you, you will build a place, what you please,
and be undisturbed ; and we engage to be answerable for any molesta-
tion given you by any of our friends or relations, so that you will
sustain no injury. This deed of purchase, which we have written, is
valid (Suhee,) dated the 16th of the month J ummadee-ool-akher.

Written out in the hand-writing of Gopaul Sidesheour of the
abovementioned village.

WITNESSES.

The Muccadums of the said
village Koosojee Bin Shokaje
Patell Canwa, and Kundojee Bin
Villojee Golay.

Bheyie Bin Kristdojee Panckur,
of the same village, &c. &e. &c.

PLOUGHS.

(That is signature shaped so)
Tumbuckjee Bin Essajee, the
Carpenter. Janojee Bin Ram-
juellorary, the Barber. Willojee Bin
Bherjuthee, ‘Goora Ramajee Bin
Poonja, the Currier, &c. &c. &c.

(Signed) H. D. ROBERTSON,

Collector.

Tronslation of a Government Confirmation of the Deed of Purchase
of Land.

To the Deshmookh and Despandy of the prount of Poona. Be it
known that to you, Mahadajee Bin Nazojee and Namajee Bin Ansojee
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Shejeoul, Ryots of the village of Wurkee Turuf Huvelly, there is an
Enam-putter and Miras-putter given as follows. (Here is mentioned
the year and date.)

You having come to Poona have represented that both your
Grandfathers Raijee, alias Ragoojee, and his younger brother Chahoo-
JJe¢, lived together 1n the year 1639, and that the Patells of the above-
wentioned village having been reduced to distress, accepted from your
said 1elations a suin of money, and voluntarily gave them a portion of
thejr Enam land, measuring 1} Rookas and 74 Rookas of Miras land,
and that having thus sold their lands a deed of purchase was executed
in the name of Raijee, alias Ragoojee, to the following purport.

(Here follows a deed of purchase similar to Enclosure No. 1.)

A deed of purchase of the above tenor having been executed
was confirmed in the year Soorsun Meya Wa Alif by the deceased,
Bayee Row Pundit Pradhan to your Grandfathers, at which time
Suntajee’s son Muckajee and Tuckagee Patell having been brought to
the presence and asked what lands they had voluntarily transferred to
your Grandfathers, stated as follows .—

1st—Part of our Enam lands, to equal to 14 Rookas, viz. belong-

ing to Muckajee Patail ... ... ... ... .. .. ... Rooka }
Ditto to Tuckajee do. ... ... ... ... ... ....... Do 1
Do. 1}

2nd.—Part of Miras land—

1. Of the field called Soandur, containing 24 ... Rookas 6
2. Of the do.  do. Coley Thul, containing 12 ... Do. 1}

7
And 3rd.—A part of our premises in the village, 45 Huths long
and 40 broad.

Now you having brought a déed of purchase corresponding with
the above statement, and having all produced a document executed
by the deceased Bajee Row, confirming its validity, and as you are
desirous that the present Government should also testify the same, it
is hereby decreed that you and your sons and descendants shall enjoy
in Enam and in Miras the lands, &c., according to the tenor of the
confirmatory act of the late Bajee Row Pundit Pradhan, and that you
shall continue to conform to the practices of the village, in regard to
the lands you have acquired,

(Signed) H, D. ROBERTSON.
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Extract of a letter dated the 22nd December 1813, from Captaun
Briocs, Peolitical Agent in Candeigh, to the Honorable M.
ELPHINSTONE.

The remainder of the proviuce. and that part of Gungturry un-
der my authority, appears to have undergone a similar survey in the
time of Mullick Umber, the founder of Aurungabad, and the suc-
cessor to the Government of the last of the Nizam Shahy Princes.
As far as my enquiries have enabled me to learn, the assessment
were pretty much the same as those of Acbar’s, but the nature of the
landed tenure was essentially differcnt.

This Prince seems thoroughly to have comprehended the use of
the soil to Government, by identifying the interest of the caltivator
with its fertiljty. While Achar considered the land the property of
Government, Mullick Urober confirmed the right of enltivatine cer.
tain fields to the Ryots; he made 4 cons1derable porticn of the land
private property; the lands of the village were considered the joint
property of the tovmbh\p, the fallow la.nd was the common for the
pasture of the cattle ; and the ploughed ground was either the pro-
perty of individuals, or cultivated by tenants, who received a portion
of the crops. It appears to have been a principle of his wise adminis-
tration to encourage the possession of pnivate landed property as a
means of attaching their cultivators to their own soil, and making over
in perpetuity to them what is only useful to Government, as long as
they continued to remain on it. The farmer holding private land is
called Wuttundar, or hereditary proprietor, and the mere cultivator is
styled Oopry, and is a tenant at will The whole of the village
officers—such as the Patail, the Culcurnee, th2 barber, the washerman,
the watchman, the carpenter, the smith, the goldsmith, the potter, the
Josee, astrologer, or schoolmaster, and the currier—had each his field
assigned to him ; his office and his land are both hereditary, and so
far personal that both one and the other are saleable, or transferable
by gift; these lands are free of taxzes as a remuneration for the perfor-
mance of their offices, and to ensure in each village, however small,
one of these useful members of the eommunity. The Mahars or
Dehers, hereditary watchmea of each village, are those to whom boun-
dary disputes are referred for settlement. These boundaries are
marked by stones fixed in the ground, and beneath each stone is
usually deposited an earthen pot full of ctiarcoal. It ia surprising how
these landmarks are preserved long «fter villages are uninlabited,
and so tenacious are landholders of their fields, that they will often
cultivate them at the distance of three or four miles from the place
they reside in, if their own village is deserted, rather than take up
with new ground that may be near or moic convenient, as mere
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tenapt. 'The Wuttundas, or Meerassy Ryot, holds his land of right ; it
is also. hereditary, saleable, or transferable, and on the ovceasion of its-
alienation from the family, title deeds are made out, and. witnessed -
not only by the village anthorities, bub the Dehsmook of the district,-
and several of the surrounding Patails are called on to be present ay
the transaction. The Wuttundars a,dhere to’their lands and village
‘in spite of oppression or cruelty, prcmded their la.naed tenure is pot
interfered with, and where we ses half deserted villages we find on
enquiry that the inhabitants who have deserted are for the most part
what are termed Oopry Ryots, or tenants at will ; this class differs’
only from Wuttundars by having no right to the aml they come and-
settle in the village, and are permitted by the Patail to”cultivate e,
certain portion of land.  If the soil has lain, fallow, and requires to be
broken up afresh, they only pay portions of ‘the first assessment till:
the third or fourth year, when they ought to pay the full amount. The
exactions on the agricultural classes under the late: Government bave
fucn so heavy, that it was difficult to obtain tenants ; but, in order to
induce them to take farms, the assesssmehis were made less than on
the Wuttundars, or landed proprietors, although it is quite evident
that the assessment from the latter is a'land tax, while that from the
forwer ought to be both a land tax and ground rent,

T shall do myself the honor at a future opportunity to transmm
the assessment in detail as fixed by the.Tunklea or by, establishod
custom on the different kinds of land.

The advantages of being an QOopry tenant are so great: as- to
induce the Wuttundars frequently to allow their+own, fields $o0-be
fallow, and break up new ground, and zent it of the -Sircar on_ the
Oppry terms ; but this is not allowed when the Mamlutdam, or the
Government Officer, discoversit. If, on the coutmry, the Oopry tenant
paid more for the rent of his land, after acertain number of. yea.m'
residence was allowed to become a Wattutdar, on-a ‘reduced rate of
taxation, it wonld then be an object. for each’ ‘Wutfundar to cultivate
his own land, and for the Oop!'y tenant tocultivate. the same- field:
till by the extra rent he had in fact purchased- his . rtght to :ibﬁ smf.
A third class of cultivators arc those ‘who ha.ve neather mbereaﬁ in
the soil nor in the crops ; those are labouners whc tecexve, accordmg
to the price of provisions; four, five, .ar six, Tupees montHly This
numbet js very small, and is merely inentloned to _include the whole!
of the classes compofnng the husbandmen.

Such are the various modes of cultxvmng 'and raisiog the ground
tents, or taxes called Eyn Jumma;: the assessment appeaxs to Bava
sufféred no change within the ast two centuuea.m*ard lam
to think that the system “adopted by Mullic Umber, 'of making 1!113.&



AFPENDIX, x1

over in perpetuity, is of great antiquity among the Hindoos, and was
probably once uniformly adopted throughout India. Whenever the Eyn
Jumma appears to have increased, it has been in consequence of
additional cultivation, not of an increased rate of assessment, and
nothing is more favorable to the extension and improvement of agri-
culture than a moderate but permanent tax, and an interest in the
soil. The portion remaming to the cultivator should be such as to
enable him to add indirectly to the wealth of the State. he should not
only have the means of improving his field and taking in more ground,
but he should have sufficient left to live in such & way as to encourage
manufactures and trade, and thus become an indirect promoter of the
revenue derived from the customs, as it must be evident, when there
is no epulence in the people, there can be no source from when =
revenue can be derived.

Extract of a letter dated the 15th Jannary 1819, from Cuptarn
PorTINGER, Proviswonal Collector at dkmednuggir. to the
Honorable M. ELPHINSTONE

When a Patail wished to obtain Istawah for himself or any of
the Ryots of his village he repaired to the Shaikdar, or (if near him)
to the Kumavisdar, to whom he applied for the usual Kowl. An
enquiry was then instituted into the nature of the soil, the number of
years it had lain waste, the probable length of time it would require to
bring it into complete cultivation, the number of bullocks that would
be needed for each plough to till it, the facilities which the situation
offered for irrigation, and the means which the cultivators had of
availing themselves of this circumstance. As soon as all these points
were ascertained, the soil was valued, with reference to any contigu-
ocus fields or village lands of a similar description, and the Kowls
were then drawn out under the Kumavisdar’s seal and given to the
Patails, who handed them over to the Ryots, with an exhortation to
avail themselves of the Sirkar’s kindness, and to use their best exer-
tions to profit by the terms he had obtained for them.

When the Kowl had thus been formally executed and delivered,
the Ryot became virtually the owner of the field, or proportion of
ground stated in it, because s0 long as he fulfilled the termas and paid
his rents with regularity, he could not be deprived of the right of
cultivation : but the moment he failed to do either of these, the
Kumavisdar would dispossess him, and entrust his land to another
on the same, or a different footing, as might seem necessary This
however, was a very harsh measure, and thereforn scarcely ever resort-
ed to. If it was found that a Eyot’s ground had really been over-
vzlued in the first instance, and that, with every wish to do so, he was

12
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unable to pay his rent, the Kumavisdar might, on his own Tesponsi-
bility, where they had not been reported, relax in the ferms; or if they
had been brought to the notice of the Sir Soobah, it was ususl -to
write to that officer, and get his leave to alter them.:

When the period of an Istawah grant expired, the Ryot might,
if he chose, cease to cultivate to the full extent df his ground, but by
so doing he forfeited (as I have already stated) his claim ‘to it in
future, and the Patail, in concért with the Shaikdar’s acting under
permission from the Kumavisdar, was bound to find, if possible, an-.
other cultivator whose tenure was éxactly that of his predecessor..
On the other hand, if the Ryot was pleased with his lands, e had it
i his power to secure them in bis family as a Merassee, or bereditary
possession, by simply agreeing to pay thé rent of thern, whether they
were cultivated or not. The rent received by it to Government in
this case is termed Sahra, and pothing ‘short of utter poverty will
prevent its bemg paid. A man il sell his house and bullocks, or
clothes, and even bind himself to serve anogher, to .ensure the pay-
ment of his Sahra, because it is honérable and respectable'i in the eyes of
his neighbours to preserve his Merassee Iands and ‘wheén’ he fails ‘to
pay his dues upon them, his ruin is considered as decided, 4nd be.
becomes a bankrupt

The preceding is a brief view of the practice observed in the just
and flourishing periods of sovereignty ofithe Paishwas, but many of
these regulations have been widely deviated from T’ Iatter times.
Merassee lands have been seized from the lawful holders and trans-
ferred to relations and dependants of court favorites snd pa.rtlzans of
great men  Kowls have been granted by'Patails without the sanction
of even s Shaikdar, and the consequences have been' that' their
fiends were favored” whilst other Ryots were aoverbmthened with.
demands to make up the deficiencies. . Every, succeeding year; in-
creased this evil, by reducing the num,ber of xyots, some of whom’ fled,
whilst others sold their cattle to pay “thbir . laat: yeax’s reut a.nd be‘
come servants of their more fortunate - nelghbour The. farmerb and.
their’ agents, having no mterest in the geneml ;Drosp&my of the
country, did mot take the trouble to investigate the motives and fair-
ness of Kowls, and cared ot whence the moneyh{ came, pumded ﬂley
got-as much as they expected from b wllage. “'The. old_ revenue
system teased cven to.be' thmgght of, aqa pktortion; Yook tbe plac& of
a just tealization of the revenue.

COPY
Srx, . ¢ )  Dhoolia; 22ng iFuns 1819

In réply to, your circular Jotier; Yof the' (O ms&m& regaxdmg'
Meerassy lands, I have the honor fo acquaint mymr"@tﬁat from all the:
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information I formerly obtained when making out my report on
Candeish, and from more minute investigation lately acquired, it
appears that Meerassy land is saleable only in the following
Pergunnas, which are said to have formed part of Mullic Umber’s
dominions, viz. :—
Pergunna Zeitapoor

" Tilwan

" Karolly

, Kunnassv

- Pinfpla

» Galna

" Kutghur

In the remainder of the districts in Candeish, the Meerassy land
15 not saleable ; it is not, howeves, considered Meeras, or inheritance, if
a farmer has cultivated a field for many years, and it is considered as
unjust to deprive him of it as long as he pays the Goverument tax,
the only exception to this is in the instance of Enams, which are
every where, I believe, saleable. '

I have pot been able to asceitain whether the land in Candeish
was al any time Meerassy It certainly has nnt been since the
Mahomedan conquest in 1306, and therc are no village records which
come within three or four centuries of that period.

The prevalent opinion, which is suported by Hindoo laws and by
history, is, that unclaimed land cleared by the subject is his inheri-
tance, and that he should pay for the protection he received fror the
State one-sixth of the prod- se in ordinary times, and one-fourth in
tiné of war.

The Mahomedans in their conquest considered themselves as
masters of the persons and property of all infidels whom they sub-
dued. The conquered possessed therefore nothing of right. It ap-
pears to me, they were employed to cultivate the land of the con-
querors, and received half of the grosss produce as wages, and to bear
all the expenses of cultivation. As the Mahomedans became identi-
fied with the natives, some relaxations occasionally took place, but
the hypothesis that the Goyernment is the lord of the soil seems
founded on the opinion that the conquered lose every thing but what
is restored by the victor, and whenever the husbandman alune retains
the half of the gross produce, it seems to me that he is rather the
labourer than the tenant of Government, much less the proprietor of
the soil.

The only Prince, which I know of, who promoted the sale of
land, and the prwﬂeges of real proprietorship, was Mullic , Umber,

*
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and I imagine it will be found that these righta were under the last
sovereigns of the Nizam Shahy Dynasty.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) JOHN BRIGGS,
Political Agent 1a Candewsh
To the Honorable M. ELPHINSTONE, &e. &e. &c

Extract of a letter from Captain GRANT, Political Agent at Suttura,
s0 the Honorable M. ELPHINSTONE, dated 17th August 1819.

The herelitary, or those termed such, are the Daishmook, Daish-
pandy, Nargounda, Desh Chougulla, Patail, Kulkurnee, and Chougulla.

It 1s not intended to enter on any definition of the duties of these
i this report, where I shall merely cohfine myself by stating generally
the claims which they have on the Jands and revenues of the district.

Daishmook and Daishipandy are compound Shanscrit words, and
the institution of the offices is accounted very ancient. They have
beep termed Zumindars by Mahomedaus, a name which the modemn
Daishriooks and Daishpandies are ambitious of retaining, but I have
seen nothing to prove their having ever been on the footing of Moghul
Zumindars. The only officers, whose situation was nearly approach-
ing the Zumindars of Bengal, were the Mokassdars of the Be«japoor
State ; but I have nothing very clear respecting them.

The claims of the hereditary officers, or Hugdars, in this district,

partake of the intricacy and confusion 1n which the whole accounts
are involved.

The Daishmook’s Hug is very variable in Fultan Des; it is one-
fourth of the whole revenue ; in Kurar, it is a twentieth part of the
arable land, and five per cent. on the land revenue. In Maunee
perhaps nearly the same, but with a claim to one half of all fines
levied within the district, which, however, has not been satisfactorily
established. In Meerthuree it is the assigned Enam land, and a
simple fixed money payment, which is paid wholly orin part. The
Daishmook of Waee was the same as Kurar, but the Hug or Wutten,
as the right is termed, was for a time attached by Shaow, the 4th
Raja ; the ready money Hug was then raised to 10 per cent., and when
it was restored to ¢he Pesal family, the extra 5 per cent. was not given

to them, but it was continued on account of Government, under the
head of Punchoutra, literally 5 per cent.

. To this exaction, and an extra assessment of 2} per cent. on the
Surdesmookee of Waee, may be ascribed the permanent extra assess-
1aent of 7} per cent. on Kurve, which has been already noticed.
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"The Daishpandy Hug is also not uniform ; it may be reckoned
at-one half of that of the Daishmook ; both commeoenly bave claims
upon the customs.

The Nargounda bas also some claims on the customs . he has his
Hug in Enam land, and 2 per cent. on the land revenue.

The Desh Chougla’s pay is not general ; where it is acknowledged,
be Lhas Enam land, and a money payment from the Sadilwar.

Daishmooks and Daishpandies style themselves Zumindars, whilst
Patails and Koolkurnees come under the general term of Wuttundars.
The Patail has Enam land, Mushaira, a ready money payment on the
Sadelwarred, an allowance for Serpow, and sometimes, though rarely,
a share in the customs; he also receives a contribution in kind from
the ryots, termed Googree.

The Koolkurnee has also Enam lands, an assignment in money
vn the Sadelwar, besides Serpow allowance ; the crx'un payment made
1o the Koolkurnee is termed Mushaira.

The Chougulla has a smaller share in a similar manner.
The Balootay have land, and a Hug in kind, from the ryots.

In the Mahratta Country all inheritance goes by the name of
Wuttun, and no one would willingly part with his Wuttun if much
1nore than its intrinsic value were offered for it. The most serious
distress is tha* of being compelled to sell one’s Wuttun. The feeling
is singularly’ strong, and is not easily understood or described ; the
attachment to a house, a field, or garden, we can enter into, but
Wauttun is sometimes merely the right to a few blades of Bajee from
the vegetable sellers in the Bazar, which I have seen maintained with
an eagerness, which did not proceed from its value, but from its being
Wuttun. I bave seen two women fight and tear each other in the
streets of Sattara because the one had removed a loose stone from
near the house of the other, which was part (said the enraged and
aggrieved person) of my Wuttun. This feeling will be found universal,
but here it is peculiarly observable. ’

All the hereditary officers can sell their Wuttun, but some require
to have the sanction of Government. Consent, I am inclined to think,
is always requisite, to be regular, but in some cases, such as Patails or
other executive and important officers, it is indispensably necessary.
In the sale of every species of inheritance, the next of kin has the first
offer, and so down to the nearest neighbour. This is & rule of right,
even in the disposal of a house, which may net have been acquired as
patrimony. If the house and street are east and west, the neighbour
on the east side has the preference. If north and south, the one to
the south bas the first offer.
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The sale of any hereditary office is a very formal procedure, an
attested achnowledgment of the act being voluntary ; and procecd-
ing {rom circumstances, which are to be generally stated, is the pre-
limmary adjustment. 1 have examined papers of the sale of an
hereditary office, and found the awnount above 50 years’ purchase of
all known cmolument; but beside the purchase money there are
sfees to Government, and regular dues to be paid to the other heredi-
tary officers, upon admitting another person into the gate. The
whole of the bereditary officers bedr witness to the deed of sale, which
list*of siguatures i3 taken in a public assembly, and is turned to the
vate Muhzar  The share of Hug upon customs shall hereafter foim
a separate report

- The Leveditary officers are amenahle to a tax called the Dchug
Puttee, which is the whole amount of their Hug, exclusive of their
Enam lands, and may be levied every tenth year. This baz never
heen regularly levied, and is & very unpopular tax; at first view it
seems only reasonable that those officers, when not executive, should
be required to contribute something to the exigencies of the State, yet
many poor women and families, who have small shares of Hug. would
be gieatly distressed by it, unless it could be levied on individuals
possessing above a certain income derivable from this source . but this
wonld require a minuteness of information, which we cannot easily
acquire

As the extent and assignments of all rent-fiee tands will be
shewn in the statements which I shall forward next month, I shall at
present pass on to the various tenures of the farmers who pay a
revenue to Government, leaving the others at rest for the present.

All persons who possess hereditary right to any fields come under
the head of Wuttundars of such and such a village, though they may
have actually resided all their lives al Gwalior ; whereas all others
who do not possess this right, though present in the village, and
though they and their ancestors may have resided there for a century,
are tetmed, in common with the passing Marratta traveller, who has
slept a night in the Dhurmsala, Oopnec or stranger.

The common farmer holds his lands npon a contract, or lease,
from the village authorities, which is called his Coul; it is generally
renewed from year to year, and seldom exceeds three years: he 1s
obliged to conform to the customs of the village, and commonly pays
his Sirkar dues in money ; he is said to hold his Kund Mukta, or
Oakta.

A Warrenda Kuree is.a person who holds lands in a similar
manner, but beyond the limits of his own village boundary.
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A Sheree-kwree is one who holds lands virtually the property of
Guoverninent.  Sheree is commmonly a particular species of property,
which may have raverted to Government, either by becoming forteit-
«d, or by some former purchase, for the purpose of planting trees It
may also have been land which, from time immemorial, has not been
within the bounds of any village A Sheree-kurcc may be a peton
helding a few mangoes for the season.

A person renting land under an agreement of paying half the
produce in kind is said to hold it in Bhuttoyee.

The ryot, however, whose situation merits most particular atten-
tion, is the culuvator of lands in which he has an hereditary aund
proprietary right, and who holds his land in perpetuity on paying a
tixed rent to Government To this tenure you have particulaily
directed enquiries, and 1 shall endeavour to state all I have been able
to collect re~pecting these Meeras lands.

The Meerasdar bas, without doubt, a perfect property in his field,
as long as he continues to pay the amount with which it may be
burdened, together with the right of disposing of it, even without the
sanction of Government How he became originally possessed of this
right. it is difficult to account for ; there is no direct cvidence of. the
whole land having been all Meerassee in ancient {imes, but there is a
proof in the Thul Jhora, or record of the fields in villacess that a vast
quantity of the land formerly registered Meeras is now Kund Mukta,
or held 1in common lease,

An opinion prevails that all land was originally Meeras, and that
in the ancient Hindoo Raj the soil became the acknowledged property
«f the person who first cleared it of stones and jungle.

The usual manner of obtaining this right from Government at a
more recent period I have already had the honor of explaining in
my letter of the 29th of January, on the subject of the Istawa-lease,
but since I wrote that letter I have had more opportunity of hearing
opinions and judging of Maratta feeling regarding this tenure, and
1 now find it as generally considered an overstretch of power on the’
part of Government to resume any Meeras field, merely because the
Meerasdar has failed in paying his rent, or because he. has retired to
some other part of the conntry to evade payment. |

Simple insolvency on the part of the Meerasdar does not appear
to have given Government the power of disposing of ficld in Meeras to
another. When the Meerasdar canuot pay his rent, the amount of
the dues falls on the other Meerasdars should the insolvent Mece-
rasdar remain present in the village; but if hs should quit the
distnct, the other are not called upon to pay the rent: during his
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absence the Government has a right to make the most of the field,
and even tolet it in lease, but for a period usually not exceeding
three years, and till the expiration of which the Meerasdar cannot
claim restitution.

The numerous examples of a less forbearing conduct on the part
«of the late Government can be adduced I am well aware, but there
"5 no species of property in this country that it has so much respected
as Meeras land , and though this may have proceeded, in a great
degree, from the insignificancy of its value, and the Idss, rather than
gain, which its seizure, or alienation, must have occasioned, and even
\n cases where immediate advantage would have resulted to the
rapacity of Government agents, or revenue contractors, there has
always been great consideration shewn to the Meerasdar. Instances
of declared foreiture are accordingly very rare ; but great crimes, such
as treason, robbery, theft, and murder, are always considered as destroy-
ing theright toall Meeras, and, indeed, to every species of property what-
ever - but Meeras land generally goes to the nearest of kin In all
cases 1t seems to have been considered right that a reasonable provi-
sion should be made to relations, even when the ostensible head of a
family had committed an unpardonable offence. Had this not heen
customary, many persons, owing to the divisibility of property amongst
heirs, would have been deprived of their only means of livelihood for
the commission of crimes in which they had borne no participation
This accounts in some manner for the portxons of Hug, “&c., which are
so frequently credited to Government in the annual village settle-
ment.

Meerasdars, who are absentees; aré termed by the Marratas Pur-
gunda. It is so well understood that no Meerasdar wilfully quits his
land ; that it is considered the duty of a good Patail, and of all
superior Government agents, to use every endeavour to discover and
remove the cause of his leaving his home and the field of his fore-
fathers  If poverty has been the cause, his rent is remitted, and an
advange of mopey granted ; and if it has been occasioned by any un-
settled dispute, an investigation and adjustment are promised by
Government. Should every inducement fail, and the Meerasdar per-
tinaciously and unreasonably persist in remaining abroad, he can be
required to give in a written renunciation of his Meeras right, which,
when obtained, allows the Government a full power of disposing of
his lands : but without this document there is no authority that can
dispose of such land in Meeras to sanother, until the death of the
Meerasdar, and the death or renunciation of his heirs. In case of its
being thought an object to ascertain this, the mode of doing so is from
the village ; should the villagers bear testimony to the certain or sup-
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posed death of the Meerasdar and his hewrs, Government can \hen
dispose of the land to another person in Meeras; and should any beir
afterwards appear, he has no claim whatever, unless he can clearly
prove that the evidence of the villagers was given, knowing it td be
false, or that he had been in such a situation as had put it entirdly
ont of his power to keep the Patail and Wuttundar apprised of his
being alive. When such can be proved, he has a right to the field
npon the payment of all loss or other equitable charge, either by the
Government or the occupant; but under the circumstances jist de-
s=ribed, and in all others when the field is merely held by an ordinary
cultivator, in case of the return of the rightful heir, the Meeris must
be restored at the expiration of the lease, which usually is done with-
out requiring arrears of deficiency to be made up, although it is ad-
mitted that Government has a right to demand them.  As to paying
for improvements, the ordinary cultivator had no security until the
issue of the late orders for any outlay, and consequently would unot
incur an expense which was not likely to be returned 1n crop during
the existence of his lease.

Silladars about to take the ficld, or any person in immediate
want of money, frequently mortgage their Mceeras land, the value of
which of course depends entirely on circumstanees.

To form a precise estimate of the number of year’s purchase of
Meeras land is” by no means easy, and will requize more enquiry, and
much longer experience, than can be obtained in one season. My
present notion is, that when the established assessment only is levied,
the ryot has, on a fair avérage, one-third of the gross produce; the
Goveinment Las a third ; and a third goes for seed, Hugdars, bullocks,
implements, and subs1stence to the cattle ; the year’s purc};ase wouli
therefore be found by a series of the years of rent, and in an average
of thirty Deeds of Sale from 1780 till 1810, which have been
examined, the general rate is 10 years’ purchase.

Industry and natural advantages may improve a field so much
as to yield the Meerasdar upwards of ths of the produce. The year’s
purchase in these cases can only be ascertained by fair statements
from the occupant, which I cannot say I have been able to obtain
satisfactorily, either from a want of .intelligence, or, more probably, of
candour, the people cannot yet be brought to uuaicmtqnd the inten-
tion of such enquiries. .

Land held at will, I suppose, may have One-fourth of the gross
produce in the hands of the ryots, but for the reason just stated, I
have no other means of ascertaining the fact than the followinz ob-
servation.

13 &
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The Koonbees, not Meerasdar, prefer the tenure called Bhuttoye,
that is, dividing the produce with Government to the ordinary farm.
The mode of this division is first to set aside the dues of the Patails,
Koolkurnee, and Balootay, the quantity required for next year's secd,
after which the division is made, and the rest of the Hug dues fall
_on the Government sharc ; but after the first deductions, the subsec-
quent division, the wear and tear of implements, the purchase of
cattle, and finding their subsistence, there will remain little more than

a fourth of the gross produce.

Meeras hereafter appears to be a very desirable tenure, as long
as the established fixed assessment, usual in the country, continue to
be cquirably levied ; as the Meerasdar has not only much more per-
sonal consideration shewn to him by his townsmen, but he has all
the advantages which industry can give him in the way of improve-
ment. But when pretences were sought of extorting extra payments,
it was worse than the ordinary lease, as it placed the proprietor more
in the power of the revenue farmer. Thus Meeras land latterly
became of no value, and had it been possible for such a system of
undefined exaction to have gone on without control for any length of
time, it is highly probable that the Meeras tenure would have

Jisappeared.

In estimating what falls to the ryot, of the gross produce, a con-
sidcrable portion is made up of the daily subsistence he is deriving
from his field. If hired labourers are employed, I have, with some
precision, ascertained from Bramins who farm in this way, that they
derive a profit of one-eighth in an ordinary year; but this is calcu-
lated on what they save by the produce of the field for family cou-
sumption.

With regard to the tenures of land, there does, not seem to be
any doubt that the Meeras land was considered private property, in
as far as it uniformly descended from father to son, or to the nearest
heir, and only reverted to Government on the failure of kin of the
former possessor, or its not being claimed by them for a long course
of years. The Meerasdar could sell or give it away with the permis-
sion of Government, but not otherwise; and as long as he finds his
rents, the Government had no right to mterfere with his lands; but
whether the ground was cultivated or not, he was obhged to make
good the rent, according to the Kumal of the village. The word
Thulkurnee is synonimous with Meerasdar, though it is sometimes
confined to a person who himself cultivates his own Meeras land ; for
a Meerasdar tnay let his land to any other person, being himself
answerable to Goverument for the rent.
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The other lands of the willage, which belonged to Government
are called Oopi ce or Gulizooller, and of them, a portion, called She-
reeshet, was usually reserved by Government and cultivated on its
own account, and was exempted from Gaun Khurch, and some other
Puttees. The Oopree land was entirely at the dispusal of the Putail
and Koolkurnecs, and was eultivated by Coolumbees, called Sook-
wastoo (tenants during pleasure); as these were guided entirely by
their own inclinations, in cultivating the Oopree lands or not, the
Patails excrted themselves, as much as possible, to indace them to do

*so, by advancing them seed and money, 1if requisite. The Patails
and Coolkurnees had noth:ng to do with the Mecras lands, except to
report the absence of any Meerasdars from their villages, to recall
ther:, «nd ruake them answerable for the full reut; if they would not
return, they seized the land for Government, and employed cthers to
culnivate 1t or if they resigned it altogether, thev took a writing
fromn them to that effect

If by any misfortune the crops of the Meeras lands ere much
injured, it was usual to allow some remission, but not on account of
any part remamnng uncultivated : whilst the Oopree land paid only
tor what it produced. A very small proportion of the lands of this
couuntry are Qopree, nearly the whole being Meeras ; and it is said by
some that there was formerly no Oopree land at all, and that it has
gradualy fallen into the hands of Government, by the failure of heirs
of the Meerasdars, or other accidental circumstances, such as quarrels
amongst brothers, or relations, about the division of their lands, which
they often desired to give up altogether rather than resign to each
other any part of what they held to be their rights; or, perhaps, the
poverty of the Meerasdars, and declining state of ’che country, may
have induced many to give up their lands

In support of the conjecture that the whole of the lands was
forncrly Meeras, it may be observed that in many villages the
whole of the land is still Meeras, and cultivated by Meerasdars ; in
others, the whole is styled Meeras, and still stands under the name of
the Meerasdars, although part of it has become waste, or has reverted
to Government, and is cultivated by Sockwoostoos in consequence of
the absence of the Meersadars and their bheirs, or other causes; in

many villages, which have long possessed Oopree lands, the fields are
still knovm by the namte of the Meerasdar to whom thev formerly
belonged.

Thz Patails, Coolkurnees, Deshmook, Despandie, &c., hold
Wuttun lands in virtue of their office, but they differ from Mecras
lands, in that they pay no rent, except in most cases an Enam Tizace;
that they are attached to the office, and may be sequestered by Go-
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vernment for any offence, which Meeras land cannot, unless for very
great crimes, which involve the whole family of the Meerasdar, The
Patails and Coolkurnees can,. however, sell part or the whole of their
Wuttuns and rights to any person, with the permission of the Desh-
mookh; and Despandies can do the same: The Patails and Qool-
kurnees and Zemindars are often also - Meerasdars, aswell ‘as the in-
forior officers of the village. In someé districts, the Meeraa lands pay
a triennial tax, called Meeras Puttee, but this is only in_the Poura
Sooba, and the districts of Jooneer and Seopa. It does not at pnee
appear why the Meeras lands should be so'much more’ valued than -
the Qopree, since, if equal in extent and quality, they are taxed
alike, or rather the Meerasdar pays more than the ether, besides the
Meceras Putter, as he must pay for the whole of his lands, whether
cultivated or not; whereas it is only the Qopree land actually cultivat-
ed which is taxed. Tlere is, however, little doubt that Meeras Jands,
though rated the same as Ooppree, are actually more productive,
owing éither to their having been all, at some perigd, Meeras, and
Ahe Oopree lands being neglected, and having become inferior; or to
the advantages enjoyed by “the Meeraddars having been sufficient to '
induce them to bestow Jabour and expense in improving their lands
above Qopree: -for it appears that the Kumal of Meeras Jand, once
fixed, was not subject to any casual increase, in cgﬁwquence of i im-
provement, as the Oopree was; and we may add, the natural attach-
ment of wan to a.birth-right handui gown to hint frog¥ his a.ncestors,
and of which he was sure of enjoying the undisturbed possession, as
well as the satisfaction of being able to leav® to his famﬂ; an inheri-
tance which seems to have been always respected i g emmtry whem
every other species of property is so extremely uncer tam. It is cer-
tain that, although the Native Government may have acoamvnaﬂ%
seized on Meeras lands for its own purposes, it waslooked upon, as a
great act of oppression; that in the time of Nana Fumavegs when
the country was comparatively prosperous, and well g:ulmva,téd and
governed, Meeras lands bore a much higher price than dupnp; the capri-
gioussand arbitrary Government of Bajee Row; ﬂmi th Meeras lands
are more improved than the rest ; and that a very ¢ cnns erable’ value
is set upon thé possessiori of them by all .classes ‘of ryots. If any
land, which was wanted fof the purposes of Govemmenﬁ, Ymppened to
be Meeras, some other Odpree lands were ‘givenin excixa.nge& ‘and,
perbaps, in latter times nothing at all. But even Bajes Row always
payed for any Meeras lands which he wanted for, ‘his- own-use, and
purchased them from the Meerasdars, generally, at: their, own @nw,
like any ‘private individual , There are instances of Meems&w havmg

xe{}used him their landg on any conditions, and- “hm* bemg wﬂhgwd ‘ta
pi] mxt.
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The Government was always willing to grant Jands to the ryots
en the Meeras tonure, on paymert of 3 Nuzzur: this power was
many parts of the country delegated to the Deshmooks and Des-
paudies, and even to the Patails a.nd Koolkurnees. No Sunnud was
r.quired, the mere registering of the grant in the village papers being
usually sufficient; any ryot, whose ancestors had cultivated a spot of
Oopree land, for a certain period, in some places sixty, in others one
Lundred years, without interference from former Meerasdars, became,
in fact, the Meerasdars of that land, without any further grant; should,
however; the desceudants of the former Meerasdar ¢lain, and make
good their right. within sixty or a bundred years, a part of the land
was restored to them, and the remainder conﬁrmedm the Meerasdar;
after that period all former claims were superseded: *

The Government could graiit Meeras lands in_ Enamy to other
people, that is,"the revenues of the lands; but as-it possessed no
rights - over, the ‘land itself, it -could of course transfer nove. to the
Enawdar. Instauces of disputes on this point have occuried, but
have always terminated in favour of the Meerasdar,

{Signed)  J. MACLEOD,
‘ General.

(A true Copy)
(Rigned) 3 MACLEOD,
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— _ - —
Rs. a~p. Rs a p Re. a p. Rs a ﬁt Rs. & p Rs. a p Rs. a p. Re. « p

Enams wepee weeeee o sooen! 89,828 1 0 6,54,491 5 3 {153,295 5 0] 40,343 11 3 !2,43, 2215 9! 56,070 14 0| 8060 0 0 12 39,812 4 3
Deuristhans .. 74058 1 6| 49862 4 )| 35237 14 9 3.026 7 01 26779 7 6 12374 7 9| 5395 0 0! 20788311 3
Surristhans .. 30,835 8 0 17,638 14 6| 4705 2 0 461 ¢ 0| b 753580 8 3
Wurshasuns.... . 2,432 4 0| 20,517 0 0| 90724 4 6| 2897 6 0] 28400 7 6| 13,969 £ 6| 2244 0 0 79,484 10 3
Dewisthans a.nd Wursha z

suns(together) ....... . ceeenn [ 15474 0 0] ... .00 b e 15474 0 O
Nemnooks. ..., ..... ... 2350 o 0| 1921712 0| 685 4 0| L1075 0 0,1,46412 8 ol ..., | 175809 8 0
Dhurmadars corsasane 63510 6| 23,758 0 0| 40,705 9 6 25 0] 23513 9 6 3511111 9 123740 9 3
Doubtful Enams ot Dhur- 1

madars ..... ... s e b 11,594 2 3] 20162 2 0 e .- ! 31756 4 9
Rozimaadare . ..ccer  ove.. 360 0 0 27700 2 o 6,626 5 9 3364 0 0 . | 38059 7 9
Peers..oes o0 o0 eeen 2,018 8 0 2123 8 6 1,968 7 9, 193 8 9| 80543 4 o ) 86,847 5 6
Miscellaneous  allowances 1 5 y
.V(Ketta) I T 275 0 ¢ 5,526 11 6} 63,666 14 3 17,248 4 v} 27,112 6 O 28160 14 6 I 1,41,990 3 0
Khyrats ... .. 15 0 0 452811 0 33804 1.9 13,500 9 6| 186611 & C e 102 0 0! 23407 1 9
Allowances to Peu's a.nd . )

Khyrat (together) . s ! .- . 4619 6 31| ... v 4619 6 3
Balpumnshee e 15 0 0 565 0 0 759 0 0 PO 308 5 6 . v e 2037 5 6
Buksheish... ...ieeeeeesan. 614 9 0 200 0 0I 904 8 0
Dehujee ... 310 0 1,914 0 o* . . 1,917 10 0
Mezuanee........ . - 106 0 O Crene N 106 6 0
Gardens  w...u.. et 181 6 ¢ . P . 181 6 O
Exemption (Maaf) T vee eee €9 0 ol O L S . 69 0 0
Lands and Buildings to i

Zemindars, Bheels, &o. ..| 9,518 6 0] 547513 0] 28456 0 3, 4376 9 61166920 4 S| 8879 2 6 2,23,635 3 3
Ditto additional (doubtful)| ... ... o B52 8 G| e e | e | e — 552 8 0
Sbet Sunnudee rearae oo 190 8 O T ) . . ves ceoen 190 8 O

. : |
Total...... 2,13,340 8 0 8,43,008 5 {371,885 9 61 90,813 12 01'7,54,317 0 9[1,52785 13 0| 16,001 0 0245213 2 0
T » | M '
Poona, J1st August 1819. (Signed) J MACLEOD
{(True Copy) )

(Signed)

J. MACLEOD.

.
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An Enam is a free grant in perpetuity, without any imphed
condition, except that in some instances 4rd of the rent called Enam
Tizaee is paid to Government, when it is not otherwise expressed in
the Sunnud : an Enam is, in fact, private frechold, or not, according
to the above condition, but by far most commonly, entirely freehold.

Assignments in Surrinjam are held on the conditions of military
service, and are either as personal pay, Zat Surrinjam, or for the
support of troops, and the maintenance of forts called Fouj Surrinjam.

Dewusthan are revenues dedicated to the support of Pagodas,
they are granted on all kinds of property, in various ways, and are
considered permanent.

Suwasthan is a place where a God is supposed to be actually
present, or incarnate ; as, Gunpatty is supposed to animate the Living
God at Chinchioor. Revenues dedicated to the support of such
persons or temples are called Suwasthan, and are grants in perpetuity.

The word Suwasthan is believed to be different from Suresthan
(own place), which is applied to the territories of petty Princes or
Rajas, whose districts are considered entirely their own, and governed
independently by themselves, without any interference on the part of
the Government.

Wurshasuns are originally religious or charitable pensions, paid
either from the Hoozoor treasury, in which case a Sunnud was not
required, or by grants on the revenues of the Mahals, or any particular
parts of them, which were generally confirmed by Sunnud, and were
considered as descending from father to son, being usually continued
by the Mamlutdars to the son, or immediate heir of the late incum-
bent, ot application to that effect. It would appear, however, that
on the death of the present incumbents, they may be resumed or
disposed of at the pleasure of Government, and accordingly, on the
Mamlutdar’s reporting such circumstances, should there be no
immediate heir, or should he be in any way considercd unworthy, the
Wurshasun is sometimes either reduced, or taken away altogether.
In cases, however, were Sunnuds have been granted, such exercise of
power does not seem to have been usual

Rozeenadars are persons receiving a certain charitable donation,
daily or yearly; these, together with allowance to Peers and
Khyrats, were for the most part originally granted by the Moguls, and
continued by the Marrattas. They seem to be considered nearly on
the same footing with Wurshasuns, and to be permitted to go on
without much interference.

The same may also be said of Dhurmadaws, which are chari-
table allowances to religious persons, or for religiois purposes. And
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Balpurwurishces, which are gencrally pensions to the familiex of per-
sons killed in the service. Dhurmadaws and Balpurwurishees are
usually granted on Sunnud, as are sometimes also Dehngees.

Miscellaneous pensions or allowances, not coming exactly under
any of the above heads, are called Killa,; they are in some cases
sconfirmed by Sunnud, and considered permanent.

A Neunook is a fixed annual payment from any particular
spegitied source, whether in money or kind.

An Ttlakh is a payment either in money or kind from a public
treasury or store. And a fixed annual payment (Memnook), frot any
public treasury, is peculiarly called an Itlakh Nemnook.

A Nemnook, therefore, isa grant conferred on any person as a
fixed annuity, either from the Hoozoor treasury for which Sunnud.
were not issued, or from those of the Mahals, or out of any specified
source of revenue, for which regular Sunnuds were usually granted.
Nemnooks were usnally granted, either on account of past or present
services, or were fixed in lieu, or in part, of some other allowances
formerly enjoyed. Their terms and duration seems to have depended
very much on circumstances : such as were confirmed by Sunnud were
usually held to be permanent, though it would appear that during
the late Paishwa’s Government they were frequently raduced.

A dctached village, which has by any circumstarices been separat-
ed from the Mahal to which it originally belonged, is called Phoolgaum,
and such villages in one district, or belonging to ome person, are
gencrally classed together as a Mahal, under the name of the. Dhoot-
gaum of such a district, or person.

The allowances to Pagodas (Dewastan), or generally Itlakls in
money or kind, from the treasury of the districts, and the guantities
of grain and other articles supplied, are expressed ir the regular
accoupts; they are, however, not accurately fixed, but vary a lttle
from year to year, as the expenses of the Pagoda may require, or
other circumstances occasion ; they seem, however, to be pretiy con-
stant, and very rarely to have been resumed, or even reduced The
articles supplied in kind are many and various: they are usually
converted into money, at the average prices of the different ycars,
from whence the particular accounts are taRen;and the differences
from year to year are sa small as not to be worth any thing,

(True Extract)
(Signed) J. MACLEOD.
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The Hoozoor Duftur is the records of Government, as registered
by the Government officers.  In it were kept all accounts of the receipt
and expenditure of the revenues of the State, whether the realizations
frowa the provinces, or from whatever source ; the expenses of troops,
establishments, Enams, and every species of grant, gift, and mon=y
transaction, whatever, excepting only the private affairs of the Privce,
or such accounts as it suited nct the interest of individuals in power,
to leave on record.

The Duftur was kept very oompllete till the time of Bajee Row,
whuse arbitrary and capricious Government found little advantage
in keeping a correct record of its proceedings; and besidey in the
farmirg system, which he adopted, the advantage of registering the
acts of the revenue servants of Government, was in a great measure
lost, as it existed under former Paishwas; it was a very extensive
establishment, consisting of about 200 Karkoons, and divided into
scveral Jepartments, for the various branches of business; the wholz
was under the Hoozoor Furnavees, and was generally distinguishel
into Chatle Duftur and Ek Berij Duftur, besides the Potnuvee’s
Duftur, treasury, and other departments, not immediately connected
with revenue accounts.

The establishment of the Chatle Duftur was always the Fur-
navees, for the transaction of current business ; that of the Ek Berjj
Duftur was always at Poona, it being more particularly for the
arrangement, registry, and deposit of accounts.

The Vusiness of the Chatle Duftur was distributed amongst the
different branches, as the Fur, Behers, Surinjam, &c

The Fur was the iinmediate office of the Furnavees, from whence
were issued all grants, Sunnuds, and orders; and to which were
rendered all accounts required for the information of the Furnavees
from the other departments. Here all accounts were examined .and
passed by the Furnavees ; and day-books or journals (Rozkird<) were
kept of all transactions that occurred ; of all sums paid, or received ;
of all grants or appointments made, or resumed.

The Behera department received the accounts from the districts
which were made up into official forms, for the:inspections of the
Furnavees, as Tullebunds, Azmaish, Behera, & The Tullebund was
a complete abstract of the actual receipt and expenditure of the
revenues for the past year, from it was framed the Azmaish, or
estimate for the next, or current year. This was a rough estimate
compared with the Behera, which was a corrected statement of all
known receipts, and of all fixed authorized expenditure, and formed
the basis of collection for the current year.

14
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* The Suninjam department was charged with the accounts of all
Surinjams, Enams, &¢. ; in short, all Doomalla whatever.

Besides these, were the department of accounmts generally
(Aisal) of military lexpenses and contributions (Waree), and such
like. These arrangments, however, varied with the pleasure of the
Furhavees, or the Insiness that might occur.

In the Ek Berij Duftur at Poona were received, arranged, and
deposited all accounts from the other departments, and from them
were framed abstracts of the total receipts, expenditures, and balances
of Government, on all accounts, for the year (called Turjuma) also
Irhutauriecs, which are abstracts of all kinds of expenditure arranged
alphabetically under their proper heads, in the manner of a ledger;
and, in short, the whole of the revenue and financial transactions of
the State were registered and arranged, and their accounts deposited
in this office.

The general contents of the Duftur under the Paishwas may be
described as follows, viz, all accounts rendered to the Government,
of the revenue and expenditure of the districts, with the settlerients
of them by Government ; the accounts of districts rendered by the
hereditary district officers . and those of villages by village officers, of
farms, of customs, &c. ; accounts of all alienations of the public reve-
nne, whether Surinjam, Enam, or otherwise, of the pay, rights, and
privileges of the Government and village officers; accounts of the
strength and pay of troops, and the expenses of all civil, military, and
1eligious establishments. In the Rozkirds were registers of all reve-
nue transactions generally, together with all grants and payments,
and more particularly the accounts of all contributions and exactions
levied on foreign states. The whole of which were considered ana
exhibited in one comprehensive view in the Turjamas., The records,
however, were probably not complete to the extent described. It is
said, that Nana Furnavees introduced the greatest improvements into
the Duftur, as he did in the transactions of accounts in general ; and
during his administration, viz., from about 1765, with the exception
of a few years up to 1796, it was kept with much regularity. From
the accession of Bajee Row the regular receipts and deposit of ac-
counts in the Duftur was not only much neglected, but its establish-
ment was almost entirely done away, and people were even permitted
to carry away the records, or do with them what they pleased The
Duftur was in consequence much mutilated, and thrown into great
confusion.

After the occupation of Poona, it November 1817, the records
were found in different places, in a state of the utmost diserder; but,
considering all eircumstances, tolerably complete for a period of §3.
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years ; that is, fro:a 1130 (ai) A.D. 1729 inculsive, up to the breaking
out of the war, with the exception of a blank of about 7 years, viz,
from 1157 (1757) A.D. to 1163 (1763) A.D. inculsive, of which most
of the records were burnt when Poona was taken by the Moguls;
for the 27 years preceding this blank, the Duftur is moderately per-
fect, and for the 32 succeeding years, up to 1179 (1796) A.D, the ac-
cession of Bajee Row, the records are neaily complete, particularly
from 1774, when Nana Furnavees came into full power, but during
the reign of Bajee Row, the last 21 years, they are by no means full.

1t is doubtful how far the accounts in the Duftur may be de-
pended upon as true and candid statements; it is probable that they
were often manufactured to answer the purpose of individuals: a very
remarkable degree, however, of consistency and relative accuracy is to
be found in the accounts for many years, such as must have required
nio small industry to effect, and the more ability if the statements
are actually false.

Since the foundation of the Duftur establishments, under the
Commaission, the Duftur has been completely examined and arranged
into separate districts, and mostly also into Pergunnahs, and its ar-
rangement by years also is in considerable progress. Full and com-
plete statements of all allowances, as Surinjam (Fouz and Zat) Tynat
and such like, have been made out, and also lists of all Enams
Dewusthans, and Suwustan, Dhurmadaws, Kitta, Wurshasun, Nem-
nooks, Nozeenadars, Whyrats, allowances to Peers and Fuqueers, and
Mosques, Balpunwunsliee, Maaf] Bukshish, Delengee, Mezwanee, Gar-
den, and Sunudee Lands, Wuttun Lands, of Zemindars, and for the
Deccan, Carnatic, and Khandeish, and the Paishwa’s Provinces in the
Nizam’s Country, which have also been translated, and forwarded in
Mahratta and English to the Collectors. Similar lists of the Concan
and Guzerat are in progress ; the Dufturs of the Concan :for the last
ten years have been sent to Bombay. Abstracts of the produce, reduc-
tions, and net revenue of the whole country during the last year of
Bajee Row, have been framed by districts, Pergunnahs, and Mahals,
and in more than half the country by separate villages. For the
purpose of authenticating the above lists, each item has been compared
with the accounts of the two different periods, viz,, the latest in the
Duftur, from whence it was taken, and another, of from 15 to 20
years preceding, and very often three or four different periods of
accounts have been compared ; the accurate correspondence which has
been observed among them is very remarkable. In many cases the
particular dates and circumstances of the original grats have bedh
examined, and with a view to the final and ready adjustment of any
disputed title, and to ‘ensure immediate reference, an extract has been
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made from the Duftur, particularly the Nazkirds, of the date and
authority of all grants whatever, and of all forfeitures or restorations of
grants from the beginning of the Duftur to the year 1776, and is now
in progress towards the present time. It is arranged alphabetically
by the names of grantees, like native Khatawnee, containing under
each the date, circumstances, and particulars of all Sunnuds, grants or
allowances, that were made, resumed, or restored by Government.
This has been a work of much labour, but when finished, will furm a
table of anthentic reference, by which any question or doubt, which
may at a future time arise, can at once be settled.

Besides the records immediately corhected with revenue, from
which much matter still remains to be extracted, the Duftur contains
many materials of curious general information. Thus the series of
accounts of the districts and villages afford a view of the comparative
state of cultivation and improvement, and assessment of the country
at different times. Those of the armies and establishment, and par-
ticularly the Rozkirds, shew the progress of the Marratta conquests
and dominion, and the most important acts and events of their Govern-
ment ; and the Turjummas furnish complete statements of their ge-
neral wealth and resources. '

(Signed) J. MACLEOD.
(True Copy)
(Signed) J. MACLEOD.

Poona, 15th Sept. 1819,

Translation of a Ydd of a Niwarputr (Award).
Draught of a Niwarputr to Moodogee Nayk Nimbulkur, Des-
mookh of Prant Phultan.

You came to the presence at Poonundhur, and stated as follows:
“My great Grandfather, Beejajee Nayk had four sons: the eldest
“ Mahadajee Nayk, the second Gookajee Nayk, the third Wungajee
“ Nayk, and the fourth Moodhajee Nayk ; three of these died without
“issye. Moodhajee Nayk had two wives, the elder Sewaw, the younger
“ Jewaw. First Jewaw badachild, Janojee Nayk, and afterwards Sowaw
“had a son, named Beejajee Nayk. Madajee Nayk, the eldest son of the
* first, Beejajee Nayk, possessed the Jageer of the Purgunna of Khuttaw,
“and other Mahals, and resided at the Thana of Khuttaw which belong-
“ed to him. Madajee Nayk took (the young) Beejajee Nayk for his
“ adopted son, and died at Gwaleree: The Wuttun and J ageer were
@continued to Besjajee Nayk, and afterwards the deceased Jhahoo
“ Ma;haraj gave Rajees Bye in marriage to Moodho‘)ee Nayk, son of
“Janojee Nayk, and the Maharaj desired Janojee Nayk’s father to give
“him a village for his subsistence. His father, however, would not
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“comply, but was offended, and went into the Mogul's country after
“him ; Janojee Nayk and his son Moodhojee Nayk enjoyed the Jageer.
“ At that time the Wuttun was held by my Goomasta. I returned to
“my Wuttun about 20 or 22 years after the death of the father of
“ Beejajee Nayk, in the Moguls’ country, and during the life time of
“Moodhojee Nayk, who then gave me in the Pagoda his sword and
“shield and place, as his elder, and was about to give up the Wuttun
“ to me, when he died ; en this the deceased Madhoo Row Pundit
“ Prudhan confirmed to me, by Wuttun and Jageer, which I atcording-
“ly enjoyed for 6 or 7 years. But during the trbubles which occured
“on the death of Narrayan Row Pundit Prudhan, Suggoonabye, wife

“ of Moodhojee Nayk, got the Wuttun and Jageer for herself, and now
“enjoys possession of them. But I am the elder in the Deshmookhee.
“1 have never to this day shared my Wuttun with any of my younger
“relations ; I make the main allowance for, their support, but do not
“allow them to interfere. I now pray that orders may be given for
“my rights, which have existed for many years, being restored, and
“continued in the same way for the future.”

Moodojee Nayk bin Beejajee, with their seals, &c., addressed to
Beejajee Nayk bin Maharajee Nayk. Upon this an order was given to
Suggoona Bye to send an ageint on this affair to the presence, and
Nursew Row Konher was sent by her for this purpose. Nursew Row
Konher asserted that Madajee Nayk had never adopted Beejajee
Nayk, that Mcodajee Nayk is.the son, Beejajee Nayk the younger
brother of Janojee Nayk, who was the father-in-law of the Bye,
and the eldest son of the first Moodojee Nayk, and Moodojee Nayk
has therefore no claim to seniority. Having stated this, he produced
a Muhuzur, with its seals, &c.,, naming Beejajee Nayk bin Moodhojee
Nayk, upon which the papers of both parties were examined in the
Hazoor. Meejales Moodhojee Nayk produced his papers, and in his
Rajputr and Muhbuzur appeared the name of Beejajee Nayk bin
Madajee Nayk ; and Nursew Row Konher produced his Muhuzur, in
which was written Beejajee Nayk bin Moodojee Nayk. Asno decision
could be formed from the papers of the two parties, therefore you
(Moodojee Nayk) were asked what is to be done now. On which you
replied : Since no decision can be given on this Rajputr and Muhu-
zurs, let the Deshpandeys, Patails, and Koolkurnees of the district be
sent for and examined, and whatever decision is made on their
evidence that I agree to obey. Nursew Row Konher, having con-
sulted with the Bye, answeredr Since Moodojee Nayk says that
Madajee Nayk adopted BeeJaJee at Khuttaw, and that he will prove
this by the evidence of the inhabitants of Khuttaw, this evidence I
agree to, on which an order was sent from Government with some
messengers to Khuttaw, who brought back some witneséss with them,
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and some others who happened to be here oy their own affairs, were
pointed out by you; at length 26 witnesses were examined, in the
presence of both parties, in the temple of Supandew. These witnesses
deposed that Suggoona Bye had given a letter to Bhiccajee Maukesh-
waur, and sent him to them (the witnesses) desiring them to make
enquiry and informa her whether Mahadajee had adopted Beejajee
,Nayk or not ; and that Bhiccajee Mankeshwur had told them many
matters besides, from which they understood the business. In reply
to this, they wrote that they would not interfere in the business; that
she, would be informed of the whole by Bhiccajee Mankeshwur him-
self. After this they (the deponents) came to Sassoor, when they tock
an Abbye Putr (writing of security or indemnity) from Rajshree
Moodojee Nayk who engagéd, that as they bad been brought to the
presence to give evidence respecting his Wuttun, should any trouble
ever arise, to them regarding the matter, he should be answerable for
it ; that the deponents had made out a writing amongst themselves
(Sunaputr) that whatever Sooltanjee bin Manajee and Sooltanjee bin
Byhorjee, Purturey Deshmooks, should say, they would all swear to ; to
this they all agreed. These papers they brought and produced to the
Sircar, upon which they were all closely cross-examined by the Sircar
in the following manner: “ What wads the reason that you wrote
“ these letters to Suggoona Bye and the Nayk, and made such an
“agreement amongst yourselves ? what reliance can we now place on
“your testimony, without an oath 2 - You must diseard this paper
“ of yours, and speak the truth.” They were then taken to the
Mundup of three Sopandew at Sassoor, and interrogated in the
following order : Roule Kassee Deshpandy, Kussu Doorga Deshpandy,
Jewajee Koombhar, Byherjee Koombar, Gangajee Koowmbhar, Soob-
hanjee Lobar, Shaitu Mahar, Dawya Mahar, Satwa Mahar, Mulcra
Mahar, Swkhojee Sootar, Sedhojee Sootar, Bhiccajee Gooreew.
Tookojee Goonea, Chunda Nawree, Janojee Nawree, Anajee Chambar,
Hirojee Chambar ; these above 18 persons gave & writing that they
knew not whether Beejajee Nayk adopted a son or not. Sooltanjee
bin  Byherjee Deshmookh, Tookojee vullud Ranojee Pureet,
Vyenkajee Ginnajee Pulhee, Hussen Shaik Huzrut Kazee, Dongraijee
Naykwarry, Tazkhan Naykwarry, Bhik Joshi, in all 8 persons, gave a
writing, that their ancestors had told them that Mahadajee Nayk had
adopted Beejajee Nayk. They were then asked, what reason their
ancestors had for telling them ? On which the Deshmookhs wrote in
answer, that a quarrel about their Wuttun had formerly been referred
to Phultun, and that they had gone with their fathers to Becjajee
Nayk, when their fathers had told them. This evidence they sub-
scribed ; they were not influenced by the Sunaputr which they had
before signed. That the son bad been adopted was true; upon this
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Nursew Row Konher named seven witnesses of Khuttaw, viz,, Sure-
roopjee bin Jhukeerjee, Bhurturey Deshmookh, Khunds Juwajee
Deshpandy, Goopoor Sha wullud Maniksha Kazee, Lingojee wullud
Rowlojee Naykara, Baboo bin Bhiccajee Pureet, Soolan wullud
Manckhan Moolana, Bhoojunga. bin Gangajee Sumpee, in all seven.
These persons wure examined in presence of the parties, in the Pagoc
of Nanayndew, n2ar Poonandhur, in the following manner:—

Srowrcopjee bin Fukeerjee Bhurturoy Deshmookh deposed that
a paper on this subject from Sagoona Bye had been received in lis
village. That he had enquired of the Bullootees, &c., who repliéd
in writing. that they knew not whether Madajee Nayk hal
adcpted Beejajee Nayk or not. This very paper .the witness pro-
duced; on which the witnesses were cross-examined, and again
desired tc speak the truth. The witnesses again gave a written de-
claration that they knew not, nor had their fathers ever told them,
whether a son bad been adopted or not. The substance of this
evidence and of the Sunaputr was mentioned to Nursew Row Konher,
and it was remarked that 8 persons had given testimony against him,
and not one for him; to whichhe replied : “ Of the twenty-six persons
“who had agreed to swear any thing, 18 have deposed to nothing,
“and eight have given evidence for the opposite party; but I
“will not admit their testimony unless the witnesses are brought to
.“ Jejooree, and sworn on the tortoise of the God ; if he shall confirm
“ their truth, thon will T admitjt,’and Ishall not desire to call any
“other witnesses from Phultun” A Razeenama was required by
Government to this effect. To this Konher also agreed, but said he
was the elder party; that whatevet the Sircar ordered, he would
readily obey ; but that the Bye had not given any Tukrar or Zamin, and
therefore he could not now give a Razeenama. The Razeenama was
not further insisted on, but as Nursew Row had desired that the
witnesses should be sworn on the tortiose at Jejooree, and promise to
admit their evidence ; and had requested the Sircar’s consent. Accord-
ingly the 25 vntnesses out of the whole 33, who could depose to no-
thing, were, with the consent of both parties, dismissed. The remain-
ing 8 were sent by Government, with Moro Hurree, and also the Wut-
tundars of some other Mahals, and one Mahratta for each of the
parties to Jejooree. On theirarrival there,in the presence of Bapoojes
Mahadew Namzada, and the Karkoons and Patail and Koolkurnee,
and Poojarees, and Langees, &c., of Jejooree ; and Magojee Taura on
the part of the Bye, and on your’s Ramsing, oa the 15th Kartik, saw
the witnesses bathed, and all the marks on their bodies were carefully
noted, and the circumstances and marks, the escurence or appearance
of which on their bodies within ten nights was to prove the falsehood
of their oath, according to custom, were also written down ; holy water
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was then placed on their heads, and sandal-wood on their forchead,
and a necklace of flowers about their necks, and the witnesses wers
then separatcly cross-examined on the tortoise of the God, whether
Mahadajee Nayk had adopted Beejajee Nayk or not, and abjured to
speak the truth, on which they declared in writing on the tortoise,
that Mahadajee Nayk had adopted Beejajee Nayk; that this their
Forefathers had told them, and this was true. This writing was con-
firmed by the 8 witnesses, then laid before the shrine of God, and
brought back and given to Moro Hurree. It was then brought down,
along with the witnesses to the village, in presence of the Mahrattas,
and placed in the Kutcheree, and watched day and night for ten
days; once a day the witnesses were brought before the God, and
then carried to the Kutcheree, and there in presence of the two Mar-
rattas examined, whether any of the marks should be found on their
bodies , on being found pure, a certificate was written every day, and
the witnesses were dismissed to their houses. In this manner the
ten days passed. The witnesses underwent this trial, according to
their oath, and were proved true; and Moro Hurree returned to the
presence with the witnesses, and a certificate to the above effect, from
Bapoojee Mahadew Namzada ; and the Karkoons and Patails and
Koolkurnees of Jejooree Nagojee ; the Mahratta on the part of Sug-
goona Bye had gone away privately on the seventh night of the trial.

The whole circumstances of the oath were investigated and duly-
considered in the Hoozoor Cutcherryp in presence 6f Nursew Row
Konher, and it appeared clear that the witnesses from Khuttaw had
proved the truth of their oath on the tortoise of the God. The right
of scniority of Moodhojee Nayk to the Deshmookhee was clearly prov-
ed, and the claims of the Bye, asserted by Nursew Row Konh~r,
were proved to be false ; on which this letter has been written to you,
that you may obtain possession: you are the chief Deshmookh of
Phultun, the whole of the Wuttun of the Deshmookhee, with its
rights, benefits, and jprivileges and Enam lands, and usufruct, &c, as
they belonged to your ancestors, and have descended to you, are here-
by cbnfirmed to you and your heirs and descendants for ever; may
you enjoy them, and live in peace and comfort. Suggoonabye and
your other cousins in the Deshmookhee must remain in subjection to
your authority, according to ‘custom ; they have mno claim to supe-
rionty.

For this purpose this letter is written to the Nayk.

. In this manner also are written three other letters, containing &
brief extract of the above, viz, one to the Deshadhikaree and Lik-
beck Wurtuman Bhawee, one to the Deshpandy, and one to the
Mokuddums of the village; of these copies only to be left with the
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above persons, the original to be delivered to Moodhojee Nayk for
" hts security.

The above four letters to be written dated 24th Julkhad Marg-
sursh Sood Sun 1178, A.D. 1777-8. Poona, 10th September 1819.

True translation, (Signed) J. MACLEOD.

(True Copy)
(Signed)  J. MACLEOD.

TRANSLATION OF A SAROUNSH.

Jeewajee Bhandaree versus Tatojes and Salwajee and Appajee
Bhundaree, in the matter of the right to the Chowgoolkee and cer-
tain lands of the villages of Wudhoo and Aptee, in the Sircar Joonur
This dispute having been referred to the presence, and the Tulrar Declaration, secun-
Zamin and Poorseesh of both parties having been taken in writing, * 2@ exmmation.
and each having produced his papers in support of his case, the
following is the Sarounsh Soor Sun 1169, A.p. 1768-9.

The substance of the Tukrar, Poorseesh, of Tatojee, &c, Bhun-
daries.

Our original ancestor was Tanajee, whose son was Tatojee, whose
son was Mowjee, whose son was Tookojee, who bad seven sons, four
of whom left ng issue ; of the three others, the eldest was Mowjee,
the second Suntojee, and the third Mukhajee. The descendants of
Mowjee are still in the country, and their history shall be enquired
into and communicated. Of the second son, Sunlajee, are descended
one son, Tatojee, whose son, Gomajee, had two sons, the elder of whom,
bhiccajee, bad three  sons, Tatojee, Sumbajee, and Mahadajee; of
these Sumlajee left no issue, the other \wo are still alive. Gomajee’s
second son, Mukajee, had two sons, Phiingojee and Gonjee, whe are
still alive. Of Mukajee, the third son of Tovkojee, are descended a son,
Dussojee, whose son, Rukojee, had two song, the elder of whom, Muko-
jee, had two sons, Sulwajee and Spobhanjeé, who are now alive.

This is our genealogy ; we know of no common ancestor of Jewa-
jee’s and ours. Our ancestor is Tanajee, and he had enjoyed from
early times the Chowgoolkur of Wudheo. The mother of Tanajee
left her village and went to Nergoorsur ; at this time Tanajee snd his
brother Myajee were children ; on their growing up, they began to
enquire of their mother where their Wuttun was. She replied, our
‘Wauttun is the Chowgulkee and 3 Suzgunnees of land of Wudhoo.
On hearing this information, Tdnajee went to Wudhoo ; but the vil-
lagers would not admit him ; and Tanajee began to vent his revenge

in acts of injury towards them. At this time¢ Musket Patail, of
15E
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Aptee, and Kaley and Sewley, Patails of Wudhoo, joined together and
rescued and brought back from Tanajee a herd of cattle which he was
driving away ; upon which Tanajee began to commit violence upon
the people of Aptee. After this Muskey Patail, of Aptee, gave Tana-
jee 6 Suzgunnees of Thull land, and having taken him over, made
him his brother ; and Kalley and Sewley, Patails of Wudhoo, gave Ta-
“najee 4 Suzgunnees of their own Thull land and a bouse, and talked
him over, and restored to him also 3 Suzgunnees of land, which had
originally belonged to him. Tanajee and his brother Tatojee enjoyed
the' whole of these lands, until Tatojee was killed by Bhullajee Go-
masta of Muskey, Patail of Aptee ; upon this Mewjee, the son of Ta-
tojee, fled to the country and died there, teaving a son Tokajee, who
returncd to Aptee and obtained his Wuttun and land and house from
Dhuggeg Patail. Kanojee Bhundaree then complained that he was
the descendant of Tanajee, but the whole village and the Koolmbees
of twelve other villages testified that Tokajee was the true descen-
dant of Tanajee, and that Kanojee was not. A judgment was given,
and a Muhuzar (testimonial of right) of the Chowgoolkee was given
to Tokajee, and 1 Suzgunnee of land to Kanojee. From thenceforth,
the Chowgoolkur of Aptee and 5 Suzgunnees of land and a house
have been enjoyed by the family, before Tookojee; the Chowgoolkur
of Aptee did not belong to us.

Jewojee Bhundaree is no blood relation of ours. His ancestor,
Rahojee, and ours, Mahoojee, had a dispute ; since which time Rahoo-
jee has possessed the Chowgoolkee of Wudhoo ; whether it belonged
to them before Rahoojee, we do not know; nor whether Mahoojee,
son of Tokjee, enjoyed the Chowgoolkee of Wudhoo ; but he certainly
possessed and lived in the house, between thé houses of two Sewleys
in Wudhoo, and had 4 Suzgunnees of land, but of which his ancestor
had before given nine Rookhas to Vetal ; there remained 15 Rookhas
of land, which Mahoojee‘enjoyed. Rahoojee then began to quarrel
with Mahoojee about the land, saying, that he was his brother, and
ought to have half the land ; both of them were much distressed by
this quarrel ; at length, Herjee Patail, of Wudhoo, reconciled them to
each other, and gave 8 Rookhas out of the 15 t6 Rahoojes, and the
remaining, 7 Rookhas, were enjoyed by Mahkoojee. The certificate of
this partition was lost, and Rahoojee began to complain again, on
which Mahoojee left the village, and is still in the country. One
Suzgunnee of land of Aptee had been given to Kanojee, besides
which he had enjoyed for many years, from our grandfather, another
Suzgunnee of Thull land.

During the reign of the Padshas, the ancestor of Jewjee, his
grandfather or great-grandfather, by name Kumlojee, was a man of
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power, and had cultivated the whole of the lands of Wudhoo and Ap-
tee. "At that time Tushnef bad been sent by the Padsha to him for
the Chowgulee ; of which half was given to Sewley Chowgulee, and
half kept by Kumloojee, for this reason, that the daughter-in-law of
Dhuggey, who had been seized and carried off to the Moghuls Tanna
of Sikarpoor, had been recovered and brought back by Kumlojee, on
which account he (Dhuggey) had bestowed his Chowgulker of Aptee

- by writing on Humlojee, who therefore kept half the Tushnef; be-
sides this he bad other claim of possession. A quarrel between his
family and ours has existed in the village, but we have enjoyed pos-
session. The village of Aptee was given by the Sircar to Gopul Row
Bunvey ; ot that time Jewjee and Mukajee cultivated our lands, and
from that time our quarrel has continued.

Being questioned on the Tukrar of Jewjee, Jatojee, &c., reply
“ that on the quarrel between Jewjee’s ancestors, Rahoojee and Ma-
“ hoojee, Rahoojee went through an ordeal, in support of his being
*“ the true heir of Tanajee, and not Mahoojee, the circumstances of
“these are as follows” :—

Rahoojee and Mahoojee, having quarrelled, went to Moheree;
when the ordeal was undergone, by Raboojee’s having jubbed over
his hand the leaves of a Wanusputtee (Plant); on this Mahoojee went to
Jeejaw at Sattara, and brought an order from her to the village, that
the ordeal shorld be performed again; but Sewley Mohuddum hav-
ing taken them both over, divided the 15 Rookhas of land of Wudhoo
equally between Rahoojee, and of the 3 Suzgunnees of land he gave
7% Rookhas, in 15 Rookhas, to Mahoojee, and also a house situated
between the Sewleys. The sons of these two lived in amity. Rahoo-
jee was told that the papers respecting the Thull of Moheree, and
the other from Sattara, and the papers respecting the 15 Rookhas of
land bhad been thrown into the Beema ; but whether they had been
got from Dadjee, or not, was unknown. We know not of any Ma-
huzur respecting a dispute between Jewjee Bhundarry and Goonajee
Bhundarry ; from the time of ordeal the property of Wudhoo ‘only
has been enjoyed by Jewjee, but none of Aptee ; Jewjee has no claims
on Aptee.

The substance of the Tukrar, and examination of Jewjee Bhun-
darry. 1

My ancestors were Soonajee, and Kumlajee, who were brothers.
Soonajee had two sons, the elder Chahoojee, and the second Mahoa_}ee ;
Chahoojee had a son, Wittojee, whose son was Kintojee, whose son
was Sewjee, whose son was Somajee. Somajee had two sons, Rahoo-
jee and Khewjee, who left no issue ; but Rahoojee had five sons, Jew-
jee, Qogajee, Kumlojee, Somajee, and Jewajee ; the eldest Jewjee had
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four sons, the eldest Paddojee, the second Yeemajee, the third Kano-
jee, the fuurth Bhanjee ; of them, three had no issue ; but Yeemajeo
had four sons, the eldest Oodajee, the second Randjee, the third Jew-
jee, the fourth Mowjee, who bad no issue. Gogajee, second son of
Rahoojee, had four sons, Hawjee, Sutanajee, and Bawajee: Hawjee
had two sons, Tanajee and Yessajee had two sons, Wallojee and Gon-
jee, who are both still alive ; the third son Suntajee bad also two
sons, Mankajee and Raghojee, who are also living, the fourth son
Bawjec is still living. Kumnlojee, third son of Rahoojee, had four
sons, one of whom died without issue ; there remained three, Ramjee,
Mahadjce, and Sumbhajee. Ramjee bad a son, named Tawjee, now
iiving. Mahadjee had three sons, one of whom is dead ; the remain-
ing two, Janowjee and Nowjee, are still living. Sumbhajee had one
som, Khundajee, who is also alive. Somajee, fourth son of Ralioajee,
had four soms, 1st, Sutwajee; 2nd, Soobhanjee; 3rd, Kossajee; 4th,
Tanajee, all of whom are now alive. Jewajee, fifth son of Rahogjee,
had also four soms, Maljee, Dhaujee, Shetyajee, and Kowjee, who
are still living. Mahoojee, second son of the original Samajee, had
a son named Tatojee, who had a son named Mahoojee, whose son
was Kanajee, who died without issue.

The original Kumlojee, the second brother, had a son pamed
Ramyjee, who had a son, Myajee, who had two sons, Kumlojee and
Bawajee, the former of whom died without issue; and Bawajee had
two sons, Ramjee and Mahadjee, who both left the country.” This is
my genealogy.

My original ancestors, Samajee and Kumlojee, had obtained 2}
Rookhas of land—altogether, 9 Chawur of the village of Wudhoo, Akb-
bajee Patell had given them this land, and the Chowgoolhee of the
village. Bhullce Patell, of Aptee, had given Suzgunnees of land in
Wuttun to them, in which Tanajee obtained the Chowgulkee, allow-
ed his lands to fall waste, and brought from the Kallewarry Tookojee
Bhundarry (a brother by surname) to assist him in the cultivation of
the land, and gave him 7 Rookhas of his land of Wudhoo ; he also
gave 7 Rookhas to Kancjee Bhundarry, and 6 Rookbas to Mana-
Jee Bundarry, and 9 Rookhas to Tanajee Vitab, and 4 Rookhas to
Kanajee Khoostie. In this manner, Kumkojeo and Jewjee gave
their lands to these 5 persons, and made them their brothers, but
they were not relations by blood ; after this there remained to them-
selves 124 Suzgunnees of land; of this some more was given to per-
sons, of whom no heirs now remain. My great grand-father, Rahoo-
Jee Bhundarry, also shared 6 Suzgunnees of land of Aptee, for the
§ake of maintaining its cultivation, in the following manner : To Jew-
Jee, soh of Kanojf:e, he gave 6 Rookhas; to Mawjee, sdn of Tokoojee,
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9 Rookhas ; to Goondjee Bhundarry, his blood relation, 6 Rookhas ;
after dividing the lands in this manner, Rahoojee kept the remaining
15 Rookhas for his own use. Since the administration of Dhabarey,
Tatojee and Shahojee made a complaint, and seized and confined my
grand-father and uncle, and commanded them to have no intercourse
with Mukajee and Bhiccajee; since then ‘the family have enjoyed
possession, but the Tushneef has remained with the Patell, which
used formerly to be given to us. On a former -occasion, when the
Padsha’s Tushneef was sent to Aptee, my ancestor, Kumlajee, had a
dispute with Sewley, saying that the half Chowgoolkee was his, and
he would take half the Tushneef, on which the question was taken
up by caste at Toolapoor, and the Patell of Aptee brought Sewley
and Cumloojee with him, as the Chowgoolees, into the Pagoda : on
which the Tushneef was equally divided between them. Formerly
my ancestors left the country, at which time Hiskumee Bhow (nominal
or assumed brother ) Kanoojee was at Aptee; and Tookojee coming
from Wudhoo, began to quarrel with him, calling himself the true
descendant of Tanajee. This quarrel was settled in an assembly of
twelve villagers, which decided that Tookojee was the rightful heir
of Tanajee, and not Kanojee, and accordingly a Muhuzur was given
to Tookojee, after which, for five or ten years, I know not whether he
enjoyed possession or not. Hearing that the Muliuzur had been
granted, my great grand-father Rahoojee came to the village, and be-
gan to quarrel with Mahoqjee, the son of Tookejee ; the dispute last-
ed for five or ten years without any benefit ; at length he established
his right by performing the ordeal at Moheree. The certificate of
the ordeal, and of the whole affair, which were granted on the occa-
sion, were partly spoiled in a box. Mahoojee was expelled from Wud-
hoo, and received 9 Rookhas of land in Aptee. Since then another
dispute has occurred—the Mubuzur of that occasion is in my posses-
sion, and from that time until the time of Knrisnajee Dhabarey, he
had not possessed the Chowgoolkee of Aptee, but now Dhabarey has
unjustly given it to him.

The Sodahputs (document in evidence) of Tatojee Bhundarry :—

1st. A Muhuzur (award), dated Shuk 1558, Dhatree Suwat
Sune 1st Ashwin Sood, assembled at the village of Aptee 12 persons,
named by the caste ; by whom this Muhuzur is written, That Tooko-
jee and Kanajee Bhundarry have a dispute regarding the Chow-
goolkee ; both their statements having been heard, the Mokuddum
and all the Dyheyum (Wuttundars of the same caste) and Baboole, of
Aptee, deposed that Tookojee was the true and lineal descendant of
Tanajee. Roopajee Bhundarry deposed that Kanojee was not the
true and lineal descendant of Tanajee, and Kanojee himself confessed
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that he was not the true and lineal descendant of Tanajes. Upon
this the Chowgoolkee and land of Aptee was given to Tookcjee, and
to Kanojee 6 Rookhas of the land and a house.

Both parties are to abide by this decision, which was grauntcd
132 years ago.

2nd. A letter dated Shuk 1641, Vicharee Suwatsurer, 17th
‘Kartick Waddyee, from tbe Mukuddums and others of Apiece, to
Bhicchjee and Mukajee Bhundarry. You are our rightful brother
Wuttundar ; you have been obliged to leave the village by the perse-
cutions that have been raised against you. We have now discovered
that your persecution has been unjust. If any one shall again trou-
ble you on this supject, we shall have him punlshed Pursue the
business of your calling in peace. Your welfare or misfortunes shall
be held common with our own. Whoever shall prevent or falnfy
this, shall be accounted false to his caste, and an oftender against the
State. We shall secure you from any harm. Whoever shall act (-
trary to this, may the curse of God fall upon him.

3rd. Letter from Nagojee Deshmook, to Tezojee Patail, of Wui-
boo Budroodk. You have written to me about the lands of Mshoo-
Jee and Rahoojee; when both these persons were at Jooneer, Rahojes
gave a Kutba, according to which I gave a writing to Mahoojee, why
18 Rowjee disputing now ? His complaint must be without cause; lut
Mahoojee sow the land which he has begun to cultivhte, and then
send them both to Jooneer. I will settle their business.

4th. Sumaputr (declaration of the proceedings of an assembly)
Shuk 1605 Ruktakshee, Sawatscer 9 Jeist Wuddhyee, at Aptee, Sun
1093, in an assembly of eight persons (named) where is a quane.
about a house and land between Rahoojee and Jatoojee Blundurry
Ten persons and others being assembled, declare “ our ancestors hasve
never mentioned to us anything about the family or ancestors of Ra-
hoojee Bhundarry, nor have we ever in our lives known anything
about themn. We swear by our forefather a.nd the God to prevent
any injustice in this matter.”

Copy of a Petition of Shereckar Gomajee Bhundarry.

“ There is a quarrel between Jewjee Bhundarry and me, respect-
ing our Wuttun of Wudhoo ; on which we both went through ordeu
at Moheree, but Matooshver Aw Sahib sent for us both, and haiing
annulled the former ordeal, ordered us to perform another Lefore the
whole of our village ; when we returned to our village, the villagers
restored to me my lands and house. But now he has taken my houso
and land from me, and has driven me from the vﬂlaget I therefore
beg that the villagers would assemble, and enguire into my case.”
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The Sadukputr of Jewjee Bhundara.

~1st. Letter from the Mukuddums and Shaitey Mahajuns of
Moheree village, Turuf Goonjun Mawal, to some Patails, Mukuddums,
and Shaitey Mahajuns of the village of Kesnud, in the Poona District.
“ You have sent to our yillage Rowjee Bin -Somajee Bhundara, com-
plainant ; and Mahoojee Bin Tookojee Bhundara, defendant, both
Wudrook Turuf Pabul, with a letter, requesting us to settle the quarrel
which these two people have about some land. We have therefore
assembled, ten persons of the caste, to enquire into the affai, to
whom Rowjee has given him a Tukrar, saying that he had brought
Mahoojee from Majree, given him 7 Rookhas of land, and made him
his brother, and that Mahoojee is not the descendant of Tanajee.”

“On the other side Mahoojee stated in writing, that he was the
descendant of Tanajee, being the fourth generation from him.”

On hearing these statements all of us endeavoured to persuade
them both, to submit to the decision of the caste, to which Rahoojee
agreed, but Mahoojee would not consent, but appealed to the ordeal,
Mahoojee was then desired to perform the ordeal, that he was the
descendant of Tanajee, but he replied that the complainant Rahoojee
ought to do it, to which Rahoojee consented ; and on Friday, the 28th
of the month Jumadool Uwol, his nails were pared close and his
handg fastened up in bags. On Sunday he took out the Ruwa (a
emall piece of metal at the bottom of a vessel of hot oil) declaring
that Mahoojee was not the true descendant of Tanajee. On Tuesday
the 25th Margsersh Shoodh, his hands were examined, and Rahoojee
proved to be true. The whole of the Wuttun land and possessions
of Tanajee whatever must be given to Rahoojee, Mahoojee has no
right to them. Dated 1607.

2nd. Muhuzur Shuk 1607, Kroodhun Suwutsur, assembled at
that village of Wudhoo Boodrook T. Pabul, Sun 1095. Ryots of the
caste (named) the Patail and other villagers, in all twenty-four persons.
These persons being assembled to investigate the case, Gomajee bin
Mahoojee Bhundarry brought a paper from the Deshmookh, desiring
that the villagers of the caste should be assembled and do justice to
both the persons concerned, and settle the dispute, and a Purwarree
from Ali Shaw Fazil Khan Darogha to the same effect, Jewjee bin
Rahoojee Dhundarry broight a Purwarree from Khojah Sunpuck,
Ferojdar of Thana Kooraigaum, directing the lands to be confirmed
according to the ordeal which had been performed at Mohéree and
not to permit Tatoojee to interfere, and that the Purwarree which
Tatoojee had got before was null. The assembly having examined the
above papers, sent Vasajee Dadoo Koolkurnee to Yeswant Row Sawant,
Sirojdar at Kooraigaum, to tell him that the Deshmookh had called an
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assembly of the caste to enquire respecting the Wuttun and lands of
the Bhundarries, but that an order was necessary for them to proceed
to a decision, on which he gave orders for the assembly to decide
according to justice, and the whole of the villagers, Mukuddums, and
Sater Prubhow Thulwyes and 12 Balootees of Aptee, assembled
together to investigate the case. Both persons produced their papers
as follows.

Gomajoee bin Mahoojee produced the Muhuzur which had been
given at Aptee. Jewjee bin Rahoojee produced the Muhuzur of the
ordeal at Moheree, and also the decision of an assembly of three or
four villagers at Aptee. Having examined all the papers, and taken
security from both parties, viz, for Jewjee Rowjee, Chougoola of
Kooraigaum ; and for Gomajee Subajee Sewba, Chougoola of Aptee,
that each would submit to whatever the assembly directed, both gave
in Raza Namas and Tukras in writing.~The witnesses were then ex-
amined before the whole of the assembly standing in the Murkkoond,
(a circle described on the ground to represent hill) with a cow’s skin
on their heads, and gave testimony as follows.

1st. Sewley Mukuddum deposed that the origin of the family
1s not of this place, but of Aptee—Rahoojee had Meeras land in
Wudhoo. That on account of some injuries cornmitted by Tanajec,
he had talked them over, and gained his friendship, by giving him
his daughter, and 9 Rookhas of land, in Meeras, oul of his own;
that besides this, he had given him nothing. That he knew not what
relation this person was to Tanajee—that he knew of the Muhuzur
which had been granted at Aptee, and also of the ordeal.

2nd. Tej Patail Argury Mukuddum deposed that there was £
quarrel amongst the Bhundarries at Aptee, and that a Mubuzur had
been given in his name regarding it; that then Kanojee used to call
himgelf Goomashtee; but this was proved false. Kanojee took the
hand of Tookajee in asseveration of Tookoojee’s being the descendant
of Tanajee ; at this time Katroojee's family were dead and gome;

afterwards an ordeal took place, in which Rahoojee was proved true,
and Mahoojee false.

3rd. Suntajee bin Kundoojee Dhuggey, of Aptee, deposed that
Sewley had brought Tookoojee Bhundara from Kallewarey ; that in
their village (Aptee) Tanajee had a son named Kunkojee, who gave
Tookoojee into his (the deponent ’s hand) saying, this is my brother.
That Tookoojee and Kanojee afterwards quarrelled, and that an
assembly of 12 villagers gave a’ Muhuzur ; that all this he knew to
be true. That Rahoojee was not there at that time; that the
ancestors of Kanoojee and Tookoojee were not connected, nor settled



APPENDIX, T xhi

. Meerasdars ; that the Dhuggeys were masters of .the Meeras Jand;s
but that Rahojee enjoyed the benefit since the ordeal at Moheree,

#th, ApaJee Patell Dhuggey, of ‘Aptee, deposed ‘that he had
committed thefts in Wudhoo, which had been traced to his fore-
father, that people had heen sent to scize the thief, and that he had
delivered Tatoojes to them. That a fine was exacted of Tatoojee,
-which he demanded of his (the deponent’s) ancestor, on which he
murdered him. That Tatvojee had "a grand-son, named, Tanajee,
whom he had brought to & reconciliatidn, and given him 6 Suzgunnees
" Thull land out of hla own, snd made him pext in rank to ‘Sewley
That afterwards Kanojee Bundama was going to leave the village;
but that he had given him 6 Rookhas of Thull, and kept him.
When the whole of the land was in cultivation, he gave Kanojee 6.
Suzgunnées of land—that then Kunkdjee, son of Tanajee, came from
Wudhoo, and bringing the Patail and Balootees, brought Tookojee
from Kallowarry, and gave him into his (the deponent’s) anceston
band. That Kanojec and Tookoojee began to quarrel about the
garden lands of Kunkoojee, and that time Tookoojee was proved to be
the true descendant of Tanajee, and Kanojee’s pretensios to be false!
That tlie brother of Raloojee was ond of the assembly wha gave this
decision—that seven gonerations have seen no ancestors of Rahoo;ee
He has only enjoyed POSSGDSIQI\ since the ordeal, ;

. th. *Tie Thulwayks and Sathee Prujaof Wudhoo and the mg'gﬁihx‘m‘::"
Dhuggeys and Chouooolces of Aptee deposed that- they know not :
who was the desendanﬁ of Tanajce. They knew of the Muhuzur
which had been given at Aptee by the assembly of the Patails of-12
villagers, on the dispute between Kanojee and Tookojee. At that
time Rafxoo;ees ancestor was not in the village : but on Rahoowﬁ’sf
coming w the vxllage, he’ fixal- upon - Resmmd for his “Puncha)ev
“and then hzwmo' taken secunty, they referred the. egp to Mohuee
where Rahoo_]ee perfonmd the’ orJeaI and was cIeared “and Mﬂloo_}ee
proved falte ; that ali this they knew.ﬁ ‘

N Havmrr wexghe& this eudence, it did not appear to agree m§ any
way with Mahoojee’s Sukaar, - Rahmjees andéstor was not im the
village when the Mnhazur was glven. at Aptee. —~When. be came to
the village; and began "hia dmputa,oxﬁ waa settled by ordeal, on ‘which
Bahno_}ee was prove& true, ahd Ma.hoo;ee false.—Of this the evxd'eni
is clear, The Mulmzur of the assembly of Mohéres, “whichi Gomaﬂe
'has,’j4 aooulled § the villagers’ kne,w thai Mal:oo_lee was xmjustly*
accused.s ¥ ew;e&’bm Rahocgeﬁ has; s enjoyed his- Wuttun sinée tiie .
of&ealﬁ nmi "Mahoojée has'no grmmd:*of bompfa.mt against, Inm The

,,,,,,,

’aneestots ‘of Rahno;ea did, w&m*’;;he;r own harids, and out of their own

......

pleam;rg give 9 Rookhos of Aptee aiad 7 Rookhas of Wudhod; which
E
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they let Mahoojee enjoy in ecomfort ; besides this, he has no claim to
the house and land and Chowgoolkee of the two villages. Tanajee
is the original Wuttundar; an ordeal has been undergene for the
Chowgoolkee and house and lands of the villages. The whole
Wuttun and lands and house abovementioned are Rahoojee’s, and let
Jewjee enjoy them.,

3rd. Zaminkutba of Resnund Suntojee Jadow of Kesnund:
security for Rahoojee; Newjee Arguwra of Wudhoo Boodrook,
security for Mahoojee. * ’

4th. * Newarputr Shuk 1623, Ursish Survutsuree, 17th Qctober,
Wudhya, dated Toolapoor. Assembled 7 persons of the caste (named)
who having deliberated, have decided that Babjec Sewla and Mahad-
jee Sewla, Chougoolas of Aptee, and Kumlajee Bhundarry, of Aptee,
have come to us and preferred for decision a dispute between them,
respecting the Chougoolkee of Aptee—and have given a Raszee
Nama and Kutba, that they agree to the true evidence of the
Mukuddums of Aptee, given in the Pagoda. Upon this Khetjee,
Patail of Aptee, went into the holy Pagoda, and took them bath by
the hand, in asseveration that they were.both his Chougoolas by
right, an inheritance angd decent: any future interference with this
deelsmn will be in vaing

Purwana under Seal of Joorjarael Moolk Myrool Mabhee,
Nawaub Assutkhan, dated 7th of the Moon of the didnth Sufer el
Moozufer Sun 27, to the Goomastas, and Jageerdars, Deshmooks and
Deshpandeys, Mukuddums and Moozafers of Pabool, Sircar Joomer
Be it known that Rowjee wullud Somajee Bhundarry, of Wudhoo, in
the above mentioned district, has come and complained “that th-
Office of Chougoola has belohged to my family for many generations,
but now Tatajee, the son of Tookojee Bhundarry, of Aptee, shpplant-
ed me by viole#ce and injustice :—therefore it is written, that the
sald Tatoojee has, by deceit and fraud, carried away the Sunnuds, and
1s not to be trusted, and according to the Hindoo Sunnud under the
signature of the Mukuddums and Shuityes andMuhuzurs of Moheree,
the right of Chowgodtker of the abovementioned village has been
confirmed to the said Rahoojee ; that whatever rights or privileges
belong to that situation are ‘to be restored him—you are thefefore
desired to restore him to his rights forthwith, and to obey this order
without reply or delay. _

Having thus weighed and considered the Tukrar, aﬁd Poorseesh,
and papers of both parties, it appears by the evidence of both that
they are not of the same family, but only brothers by surname., The
Wuttun land of Wudhoo has existed for many years. Tanajee obtained.
the land of Aptee and half the Chowgoolkee, This pomt is asaetmd .

=
B
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by Jewjee only—on examining the actual state of posscssiou it appears
by the papers, that both have had possession at times in both villages,
but the possession of Jewjce i the village of Wudhoo seerqs to have
been more permanent, as it etppearq that Rowjee’s descendants have
enjoyed uninterrupted possession of the Wuttun and Jands of Wudhoo,
since the quarrel between Rahoojee and Mahoojee Bbundarry and
the ordeal which was undergone In the Shuk 1607, Comajee 1wade
an attempt to dispute the pomt, but this heing proved false, no
dispute has occurred since. The descendants of Rahoojee, down to the
present Jewjee, have held undisturbed possession of the 'Wuttun ot
-Wudhoo, and this Tatogjec does not now dispute, ot Jewjee dibputes
and-¥¥ims the Chowgoolkee and land of Aptee, and therefore it is
fhat Tatooje¢ asserts a right to the Wuttun of Wudhoo. Both
Rowjee and Kumlajee formerly enjoyed the Wutfuu of Aptee, and
the dispute between these two peisons has been handed down till now.
This dispute happéned during the administration of Dhabarrey.
Tatoojee produded the papers, but Dhabarrey would not dispensc
justice, the prayers being only on one side of the question; from that
period, Tatoojee’s descendants have enjoyed uninterrupted possession.
This appears to be the true state of the case, but Jdewjee says that
Dhabarrey unjustly- confused the lands ; 1tappea1> however, that this
enjoyment of Wuttun of Aptee is.one conﬁrr.ibatnm of the rights of
Tatoojee ; another confirmation is the Muhuzur, which was given 152
years ago, by the ~ assembled villagers of Aptec and twelve other
villagers, in the dispute between Tookojec and Kauojee, deerding that
Tookojee was the rightful heir of Tanajee: trom this and other
papers, it appears that this dispute is of many years standing  The
village assembly decided that Kanojee was not the descendant of
Tanajee ; if Tookojec then had been under smular circumstances
with Kanojee, how could they have decided that he was the righttul
heir of Tanajee, but by examining and comparing the Muhuzur el
the year (Shuk 1607). The evidence of the villagers at that period
differ from that glven in Shuk 1558 Iun the bhuk 1607, the villagers
of the twd villages gave their cvidence acwrdmg to the best of their
recollection and belief, but the substance of 1t is contradictory and
inconsistent. The witnesses do not seem to have agreed” with each
other; In‘the Muhuzur of Shuk 1558, the particulars of the eviderice
of each village ax€ not glven but Kanojee Bhundara himself confessed
the very point m’dxspui.e viz., that Tookojee was the true heir of
Tanajec. This being the case, what greund could he have for dispute
atall? On mmutblyﬂammmg this Mubuzur, it appears that no
cross-questioning'or ‘die *#xaminbtion of"the witnesses took place,
They all said the satde 8¢ aaeer,*and the Muhuzur was made without,
‘further enqiry, or investigation. But Jewjee also allows that ¢his
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Muhizar was given, but thab Lis ancestor was if another counh-y at
the time. When Kanojee begun the dispute, Jewgee and Kumlojeo,
by the desire of the villagers,brought Tookojec.from Kallawary, and
the villagers believing, from the circumstance, that he was their

brother, .declared that -he was of the family of Tanajee. Looking,
thercfore, to the maiter of ordeal, we have the certificater from
Molicree, the place where the ordeal -was undergone, by which it

appuars, that the nails of Ralioojee werc pared off three days before,
and_bags put over his hands ; that on Sunday he pcxfmmed the ordeal,
that on Tucsday his hands were examined, and his truth provcd but
to this Tatoojee objects, that ho rubbed his bands with the juice of &’
Wymusputtee, (plant), and was thus enabled to underge the, trial,
On the other hand, many ordeals have been porformed .a,t. Moheree,
and bave baen, copducted with fairness and justice, how should
any trick have been allowed 'im -this instance ? T«Ltoogeeq ASHOT-
tion of Rahuojec’s having rubhed the juice of the Wunuspyttee
over his -hands, appears false. That the «ardeal Wé! -undergone
1% ma,mfestly establishe@ by the papers, s well as- the admission
of bbth parties. fnshort, the ordeal was performed, becanso no just
decision had been given upon the evidence of the villagcrs ; falschood
wap proved, and the. possession on both villages, confirmied to Ba.h(geo
Sinco then-Gemajee, tho descendant of Mahoyw agam ! ‘made £ coin~
plaint, which was proved false, and a Mubuzur 'given oo this effoct.
Tanajee himself mpdo the Wubtuns of both villages, . but. Takoojee
says that he only reviewed that of Wadhooygand ohtmncd for the
first time that of Aptee:  Rahoojee, Lowever, estamished by ordeal in
the ‘quarrel with Tatoojee's ancestpr Mahoojee, that he, and not
Mghoojee, was the trrie descendant of Tanajee, and it was decided
that Rahoojee should enjoy Tanajee's Wuttuﬁ of both villages,
Mahojos is not the descendant of Tanajee, and thercfare has no claim
to the Wuttun of ¢ither villgge. This fact has long been decided.

Tatoq;ee now wishes to have the village assewbly agan catied,
evidence' examined, pud a fresh decision- “passed ; but gsen ordeal by
been .undergone, it is'not proper that any further mmtxga{ion should
pow take place : since the Gods have sxgmﬁed theirf decision ,on thé.
result of the qrdeal, wha.t would the wordy of men hvail 3 - “d havel
just”seen- that the, ,;udgments of the \Xllage ﬁssembhes, at two
dxfferent tines, had lrem@ wntrary to ('k)ﬂh ()ther,, a.na ’:hat an m‘dm},
was then | resorted to; after this, to send for’ wzmesses, and ﬁntex inta
& fresh investigation, would be. useless,”” By the M\ﬂmzur ‘of Shuk
1538, Jewjoo'y ancestor was' not prcwed. false i i:hé dmputeg. Dor were.
ﬂﬁmy proved false at "any_ tjme, in any. subseque'nt é;spm betwemﬁ
Lhem and, t’hé !mcesto;s of Tatoojec, but -the .ancestorsof Tatoajés
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were proved false. The Muhuzwi which was granted in favor of
Kanojee, during the abscnce of Jewjee’s ancestor, was an irregular
intemperate procecding ; however, had no ordeal taken place, this
Muhuzuar must have been an authority ; but it was at once annulled
by the result of the ordeal.  That Tatoojee should Lave unjustly, and
by force, enjoyed the Wuttun of Aptce after the ordeal, is proved by
1ts result to have been improper.

(Tiue Translation)
(Signed)  J. MACLEOD.
Poona, 18th Septanber. '
(True Copy)
(Signed)  J. MACLEOD.

TRANSLATION OF A SAROUNSH, 1819.

Sukaram Ramchunder Putwuidhun versus Govind Viswunath
Putwurdhun, in a dispute respecting property. These two persons
having written and given in their declarations and sccurities, and
produced their documents m evidence, and given in a list of the
names of a Punchayet, by which they agreed to abide, This Pun-
chayet havink®investigated the affair, has drawn up the following
abotract. '

Sukaram Ramchunder complains: “ Shreemunt Rajshree Baba-
sahelb” (the Paishwa) “gave me, on the occasion of a Shraddh, 4
» Dukhshana of 2,200 rupees, and desired me to go and build a house
“at Phoolgaum. This money my uncle Govind Putwurdhan lodged
.“for me 10 the hands of Junoba Ranarey, at 10 annas interest. Of
“this I have received Rupees 427-3-0 and a balance of 1,772-13-0 is
“due, as follows ; vis, by Junoba Ranarey, Rupees 1,192-14}-0, and
“Qovind Punt Putwurdhan, 579-14}-0. This balance is duc by them
“both ; and I now desire an order that the part of 1t, which has been
“reccived by Govind Punt may be enquired into and settled. Dated
“ Phalgon Wuddye 10 Shuk 1740. The Respondent Govind Viswanath
“ Putwurdbun answers : “ My nephew Sukaram Ramchunder reccived
“this money from the Sircar to build a house at Phoolgaum Aptee,
“and it was lodged i the shop of Janardhan Ranarey. In the month
“ Margseersh, Rajshree Huree Bhow Bhut took me with him to the
“house of Ballajee Punt Kalley ; a Punchayet was there held, and
“receipt for the money was taken in name of Sukaram Ramchunder ;
“1he receipt, which was in my name, was given back to the person

“«“(Janardhun Ranarey); out of thws money T had spent some, on account
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“of which I gave back the receipt which I had reccived frem Ram-
“chunder Viswanath, deceased (father of the complainaut), for une-half
“of my dvelling-house in Poona, valued-at 700 rupecs, which he had
«purchased. The Punchayet further decided that Sukaam Ram-
“chunder should pay me 167-8-0 which 1 had advanced to hum at
“ Qorawree Ambegaum, and that I should pay 197-8-0. This was the
“decision of the Punchayet, and the papers to thiy effect are with
“Sukaram Ramchunder. Ihad given up half the house, which he still
“ possesses.”  Dated Phalgoon Wudhye, 10th Shuk 1740,

The Punchayet deliberated on the declarations of the parties as
folows —Under the former Government Balajee Punt Kalley Nishut
Gokley having named and assembled a Punchayet, it had decided
that Govind Puut should repay whatever money he had taken out of
the sum belonging to Sukaram Ramchunder, which Lo had lodged in
the hands of Junardhun Ranarcy ; and fuither had, in presencée of
both partics, decided that Govind Punt should pay Rupees 94G-1}-0;
of which sum he paid to Ramcbunder Rupees 698-7-0; the balanee,
647-10}-0, remains to be paid to Sukaram Punt by Govind Punt—A
certificatc of this settlement was made out, to which Govind Punt
subsciibed, and tlus ought to be complied with; but Govind Punt
refuses, and says that he bas a written claim of Rupees 167-8 against
Sukaram Punt, from the year (Shuk) 173%; on enquiring into the
truth of which it appears that Sukaram Punt had owed to Govind
Punt Rupces 250, and that an obligation to that etfect had been
given by Sukaram Punt, dated 10th Shuk Murggeersh Shuk 1737;
but that the debt had been scttled by Sukaram Punt, and his nete -

.receved back. The above claim of Govind Punt is antecedent ty
this scttlement, any yet no mention of it appears, and the wiuting
itself is ncorrect, nor was theic any mention of it in the obligation
to Sukaram Puut.  Four of the Punchayet accordingly recommended
that Ballajee Punt- Kallcy should be asked about the business; and
according to his answer, both parties should alide. Upon this,
Ballajee Punt Kalley was sent for to the Adawlut, where, in presence
of the parties and Punchayets, Ballajee Punt Kalley and Bajeebhut
Khelkur declared, in the Hoozoor Kutcherry, that a Punchayet had
been assembled by thers, and that it had rcjected the clan of Rupees
167-8-0. This claim then is false. This being the ease, Govind
Punt must thercfore pay to Sukaram Punt Rupces 247-8-0, Lisides
interest. The members of both parties in the Punchayet subscribed
te the above decision, viz i—

Wamun Shastree Satty, Bapoo Chimangee Thuttey, Balkiishua
Gungadhur Joshi, Denkur Annundrow Joshi, in the manper the
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mebers of both ;;arties decided that Govind Punt should pay the
above balance to Sukaram Punt. Dated 5th of May 1819.

Confirmed.  (Signed) W.J. LUMSDEN.
True translation, )

. (Signed) J. MACLEOD.
Poona, 19th September 1819.

. (True Copy)
(Signed) J MACLEOD.
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