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APPENDIX. 

"TRANSLATIONS of a deed <! purchase, executed in the year SllUe 
1726 Rucklakshee, 'on Pouch Vnd Pritty 'Pudda, between 
Jannojee Bin Dutojee, Patail. Cuddum of the vuhtga of Gaivee, 
in the Purgunnah o( Phuftan ; and Beemajee Bin Asoo.jee, Patail 
y adooy, th~ Uqocadum (01' yluef Patail) of the village of 
Joortgaum, in the Patas Tnruf of the' Praunt of ~o(}na, sui 1214t 
Rej. 

TJic- reason of this deed of purchase being ~xecuted i~ that the 
Muccadum (or 'chiefship) of the' above-mentioned vi~o-e, Jeeregaura. 
being exclusively mine, and that ~ there l~'been a Ilevere famine in 
th", land the whole of this year. and many have ,died for want of food,. 
and as J also ~d myself reduced to the last extremity, (rom an 
aLsolute want of every kjnd,of Bllstenanre,-or means of procuring ie, 
excepting by ilisposing ?f my Wuttun •• (he~itary office and Iauq.s, 
perhaps) and Suice; if 1 were not to dispose or so~e oi it,'l should . 

. die, arid the whole world would be lost to ,me, I have resohreU to save 
my life bi divicJing my Wuttun Writtee, and admittffig p'¢ner to its 
enga.ge~n~ 

.' ~Vith this fixed d~gn 1 ha-ve come to you, and fallen Qn yoUy 
"neck, begging that you 'Will opresetye -!Dy life during the coJ;ltinftance 
Q( th~ famine,. and th~t." in cOQ.S~deration of your doing so,. yuu . wiJl. 
accept a ha:tt: of the .tig4ts of my }IuccadumooJ' while I feta.in the 

, other luuC" . 

"ThU$ p~tHioning and speaking ,to you" in' the, strongest manner 
you have oonsented, and I now execute this a.greement, to testify 'my 
voluntary relinquishment 'ij,: "your favor of half my' rights or sole 
Mnccadumee 01 the above-:mentioned village. and that, in cOnsidaatio~ , 
thereof, 1. ha~~"beiote' witneSscs accepted and received ileven hundred 
'~d OJ;lO fui>ees..:' You ha.ve ~1l;S preseri~ the. lives of my fAmily, anJ 

,.1Ve shall h:e~l;J{ontaid jomtly enjoy_ allrlghts, (Thug), dign,ity .(Maun­
"pa~')l:&~ ... ~rd~gto ,the und~entioli~ detail."" -

~,Fbw-''r.~~V(UlA~~''~r1~tQI:l~ anel PERQUISITES;' " , 
~ > .~'l~t:: o~~it;"~··T'o:,lma.undS:~': a.t ~ the :rate, 'or 16 puh~iaS >~ 
'~~~~ ~,~~~~~!ltr;~tE:d ~hOoi ?i,lAUd: ~ 'HaIf> t~s: grain '?t ,h~i4 
iCiJ ~va.lU6 ahatI te YOUt'R. ~ Jtalf tnl~. " 
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2nd. BBAl. J umma 1m the annual present from the Sirc~\.r, 011 

flettling the Jumma, amounting to 25 Rupees, shall'be one half yours 
, and pne half mine. 

ard. P .A.LBARRA. For every Ohahoor of cultivated land I am 
entitled (at the reaping season) to an hundred bundles of the grain 
produced; half of this shall be yours, and half mine. 

4th. HOORDA NumooR. The half of what I receive from each 
field on these accounts shall be yours, and ~alf mine. 

Remark. Roorda is unripe Joarry, which it is considered 
pleasant to eat roasted: the quantity received by the Patail from each 
Held is trOm one to two puheelas. Nimboor is lmripe Bajerry taken 
for the same purpose. 

5th. MULEATEEN. For products of the earth from irrig~tion you 
shall receive half of these products, and of all new similar products 
\\ hich come to my shaxe. 

Rerna1·k. This Thug is very uncertain, it relates chiefly to 
vegetables and garden products. 

6"tb. RALIDA.SEECBA. WOTTOL. Half shall be yours, < and 11a1£ 

mine. 

Rema'rlc. This is a small exaction, of from one to two annas, 
taken frolll travellers who stop at the village. It is distinct, from 
Jaglee, or what is paid to the Ramoossees of the village for kef~ping 

watch at night over travellers' property. 

7th. SBEVEDEER. Teliachee (rights from the oilman) ; half shall 
he yours, and half mine. 

ltemar·k. There is a considerable quantity of oil produced in 
the Deccan from plants sown annually, and cultivated in fields, eithe­
f:ijngly, or mixed with grain; the most common plants of thi~ kind are 
the Til, the Imvus, the Kareel, Amborey, Kusde, and Moore. The 
Patails, in some places, send round every evening for oil, when each 
oilman put!;! alike in the dish. Others receive their quota monthly, 
nlld others annually. 

Sth. KOOSHTEEdHE MAZ (weavers' looms). We shall each have 
hili . 

Remark. Each loom pays, at the end of the year, pne cloth of 
the description of cloths woven on it. A Kooshtell is So weaver of 
bands of a cloth, which answers the purpose of a Sarhee, of Puchoras, 
and sometimes of Sarhees. Besides Kooshtees, there are other kinds 
of village weavers, Jams, Saleos, Dhungtirs, (who are also ahepllCrds,) 
and Momina: the last are Mahomedans. " 

ft • 
, ,9th. DHUNGURCBE MAG (woollen 'Weavers" looms). Hall shall 
he yours, a.nd half nine. i •• 



III 

Hhh. ){OH T{';Rt:PA. What is recei\ed on markct-.l<\\,'l, or 
t'lin, from shopkeept'rs, &nialls, &e.; such as tobacco, Sopa:ry, \ ~ag. 
,·ct'll .... Pa.un, Got, &c, 

11th. BAPROTTF.E lUMEE..."l (Yiras land). 19 Rookn..:; (·fthis land, 
~'ou glhill have half; that is, {,lght Rookas ill one placf'., and a Rooka. 
:t.nd a half in another pbc~ which contains a 'Yell. the whole of which 
I hive up to yNl I ret3.in the other half of the l~nd. 

12th. I }Hwe do 'Vell ill one Rocka of Vl'uund appropnated br 
th.-: growth vi veg,daole",,; half st..'\H bt ~ur8. aUG half shall rem:nn 
tnlUe. 

13t.h. You "hall h3.\-e haJfmy t.Jnt>nll":t j , reside in. 

It Atta.ched to ,Ile Muccadumce, or Pataut'hip, the~re are ED~tm 
Jands Vl the extent. or half a. Cha.hool', or six Rooh.a.s. You "hall enJoy 
half tlf thit;, wld\, 1 retain t.l}e ,.1 her h.alf. 

15th_ The "ill age Mars who perform SPlVlce for me, shall also 
tIn y' 'no, 

16. Clo<;e to thp village I have tl}ree ROf)kas of land, one and 
a. half RI.)()ka llhaU be yours, and th.e ret't contmue to bB mine. But. 
b,>Hdes thi:<, there is a quantity of land without tenants or laboureJ.S, 
'lucl which belongs to the village. You shall tnke half of this land, 
w1,le I retaiu the other half. 

Re1);arTc The meaning of the lath>T seDt>:Jnee is, perhap<;, that· 
tbey shuuld enJ~'Y an f'qua,l.tiUe to the dispos:JJ, or, II it may be term­
e,l to the patronage of the land, beca,us6 thero is ah,ays a small fee 
Tf:'c{'lVed by the Pla.tMls who 113t out, or sell thp occupied fields of thlOl 
vIlla,ge. This passage, however, argues strongly the nght 01 the 
Tat.ails to the disposal of all lands not pos"ess;:;d by thl;} Government, 
CUI .< Shay-tee and Xvacum" lands. 

Sp-cond. MAUNPAUN. DIGNITY and PRECEDENCE. : 

1st. TUSHRF.FF. (The annual Government pr6sent on the full 
J:l8.yment of the revpnues.) We shall receive Tushreef YPaf and yea,r 
about_ 

2nd. On the festival of the RoU, it will be customary for b{\th 
t.o ba.~e bread. 'The musical lllstrument players shall come to my 
neuse £rflt, and go playmg before me till I a.rnve at your house. 
whe.'l we _hall both Bet out; my bread bein.g earned on the right o( 
your bleaAl, and on arrivit'g a.t the place of won.hip (a tree) I Ghall tie 
up yours under it. We shall then together equally go through the 
wc.rsbip and the rest of the ceremony conjo:ntlyand a.t the same time. 

Std. On the vooaaion of Shesalshet (a. ceremony which oocU!"s CD. 

tile 8hu3telO. or 6th, the day after ~3.0"PUIl.cbumee.) we shall bot4 
llE 
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make aJllmage of Shesalshet (a Raja who reigned e 2 GhUlTE\(%). ancl 
togetb(cr carry the imager.., after out women have danced round ca,ch. 
to tbe wlln or tank, and throw them mto It at the 83mfl tune Instant. 
Your Shesalshet 8h'\11 go in procf:''1sion on the left' of miue. 

4th On t.he PoIse Amauass, the bullocks ot both IIhall bet (lut 
,\ at tb.., same t.ime,-yonTS on the left, and mine on the right,-aIH{ 1I1 

thIS way, t,he one equal with the other, ,they shall be walked in proeE'lI-
810n rOUIld Hanuman; but the music shall precede my bullocks hom." 
wb,ile yonrs remain until it returns, when you shall bring your bul-
10cks home with mll"!', also. 

5th On marriages and Pats I sha.ll first receive &era, TlI, 
(Paun Sops,ry, and a mark on t.hE' foreh(>8.<1,) and t.heu you; on like 
occasIOn the Candwa (a. large, round sweet cake) shall be equally IIhared 
by us. 

6th. We shall worship, not all the old nods, Lut all the new 
one,; that may be ~et up together, and not he(orf', or after each othf'r. 

7th. Tbl:' hev.ls of all g~ts sacrified to any of the Gods, whlch 
before were wholly ..rune, shall now he half of each head yours. 

Re>nctrk Hanuman is never offered the sacrifice of au ammal 
to Bhowanny, Cundooblla, and Bheeroobha, such 8acrific€fl are accept 
ahle j the carcass of the goat is eaten by the owner of the goat and his 
friends. 

8th. On the full moon (of Magh) I tha.ll receive a goat, and then 
you shall receive one. 

9th. We shall be entitled to a pair of F:hoes from the Chummar 
once a year. 

10th. The village Derhs, on festh'n,}s and gIeat occasions, shall 
give us both a piece of firewood, but mille shall be given first. 

11th. On Kewl Putturs my name shall be written upperruost. 
theu yours, and below only one Plough (plough is the signature of a. 
cUltiyator). -

. 12th. We shall each have a goat on the Dussara, al.ld thetr 
value will be put in the village expenses. 

13th On the Dewally, &c, the pipers shall play at my door fust. 
and tbe-ll at yuurs. 

14th. W f: shall make the Dusl-Iara Pooja together. 

15th. blvitations to marriages, &c., shall he first given to me. 

16th. The Shella given on Pats' (marriages of widows, or rather 
COlltl"d.ctS· Rnswering, the ('hief end of mntriliLges) is to bt' shared 
between us. ; 
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17th. The present of the Dhunzurs from their Bocks shall be 
equally shaH.-d by us. 

18th. Half the Gor and Til given on the Sunkerrant shall be 
JOurs. and half mine. In this manner you and I, &c. (-confirming the 
rights trall.f>ferred to sll futurity). 

Then the witnesses' names. 
Re'1l1~ t'k. A confirmation of this deed was granted by former 

Governments, and the copy of the deed, above translated, was found 
among the r~ords. 

(Signed) H. D ROBERTSON 

EJ:trad of a lettel', dated the 9th March 1818, !rmn Captain 
RoBERTSON, PTtYl:i.sional Collector at PU01W, to tli~ Honoa I'able 
~. ELPHINSTONE. 

On the nature of the tenures by which the land is held by the 
Deccan Coonbees, my enquiries have been more successful The 
general divisions of husbandmen are two-Thulkurrees, or men who 
cultiva.te their own fields; and Coolwa.rrees or Oopurees. men who 
labour on lands not their own. The Thulkurree's tenure is uniform 
the occupancy of the Coolwarree is of different kinds. 

The Thulkurree is also called a Mirasdar. Thul signifies a field, 
and perhaps tL~ literal meaning of Thulkurree is a me.n belonging 
to, or who labours in, a field. The term Mirasdar is more expressive of 
the actual condition of the Thulkurree ; Meerns signifying patrimony, 
heritage, succession. But whatever arguments could be adduced 
against the word Thulkurree or Mirasdar, as definitive of the condi­
tion of the person known by these appellations, there can be no doubt 
entertained of what that condition really is, for he is considered, and 
acknowledged by the Government, to have the property of the lands 
he cuitivates. I am yet uninformed, and perhaps it may never be 
clearly established, at what period the Deccan landlords acquired 
their rights to tho property of the soil. by purchasing it from the Go­
vernment, or the village. or whether it has always been inherent to 
them, and that the Government has either usurped their rights in 
some instances, or broken through a custom of allowing lands laying 
waste from a deficiency of population afterwards to become the in­
b~ritance of the multiplying descendants of the- original number of 
land proprietors. ' 

" The Deccan landlord. is proud of his situation, and is envied 
among his brethren:. who are the ~ultivators.of lands not their own: 
their feeling of attaeh.ment to their fields is remarkably keen; and 
no consideration, but tbe utmost pecuniary distress, will induce them 
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to abandon their rights of proprietorship. These rights are either 
inherited or purchased; and it is a remarkable circumstance, that in 
the body of the deed of sale it is invariably usual to re(,'ord that be 
who sells his lands has begged of him who buys them to become tho 
purchaser It would seem that this information is deemed requisite 
as a safe-guai'd to the buyer, in consequence of the known reluctance 
of all landlords to part with their lands, to show that no subterfuge 
was used to force or trick them from the original proprietor. I have 
the honor to enclose the tran~lation of two deeds of sale of land. The 
fi.r~t has been executed and acted on without any reference to the Go­
vernment. The second has been secured to Q. confirmation, first 00 

the part of the ruler during whose reign it was executed, and after­
wards by his successor. \Vhen a Thulkurree dies without heirs, or 
It'aves his native country to reside in another, his. lands become th~ 
property of the village, unless the proprietor returns before thirty 
yeH,rs 

The lands of the Deccan 'Villages are all measured, or supposed 
to be 80. The village accounts are made up by accounting for the 
disposition of its lands. Every field has a name. The lands are 
appraised ~cording to their quality of Ootum, first rate, Muddum, 
mIddling, and Kumist, or poor land. The Tbulkurree pays land-rent 
to Government according to the extent and quality of his lands. 
This land-rent is supposed to admit of no increase. 

The Coolwarree ought probably to be pronounced Cowlwarree, 
which would signify a person holding a Cowl or perm idS ion. The 
Coolwarree, whatever be the origin of his name, is in fact a farmer. 
He cultivated lands not his own, under different names, according to 
t~e nature of his agreement. 

(A true Extract.) 

Translation of a Kureed Puttur, or Deed of Purchase, dated 1739 
Shea; Eshwar (N am. Swmwatsies Oheyteroud Trecteea). 

['0 Pandoorung Raw Ramchundur Bingey, of the 'Village of 
Oc..nderee Turup Havelly Kiryat Mahawull, Pergunnah Poona, from 
Bheyjee, the Son of }.{ahadajee, and Madojee, the Son of Jugojee 
Cassid, of the same village. 800ma Sein Suba Asper, Meya Thein U 0 

Alil,1226 Fuzulee. 

A deed of purchase is executed to this effect, for this reason, that, 
inasmuch as we formerly received from you ·917 Rupees on account 
of six Rookas of the Thu! field, called Gana, trahsferred to you along 
with the Well in mortgage for 27 years, and that at the end of the 
abovementioned period you, having received from the enjoyment of 
the land the vaJue of your money, wer~ to reswre it to us; and that 
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as, at this time. Gl years of the period of the Illortgage having expired 
!O~ years still remain, and we are reduced to distl'ess and to the 
chance of dying from want of food, we have now come to you, to fall 
on your neck, ana to petition you, that as you have a right to our 
land for 201 years, and we are reduced to want, you will, in ~ow~e­
quenee of our joint desire, accept for ever of half,-namely, three Rookas 
of the land mortgagE't.i to you, with half the We11,-on condition that 
you will immediately yield your title to the other half to us, making 
the price of the half we give you up, on a calculation of what we 
should have to pay, to redeem the whole six Rookas mortgaged for 
20! years, Rupees 675 

We therefore herdby give to you the land above-mentioned for 
675 Rupees, the sum we may be said to owe you for the whole land 
mortgaged, and With its half the Well attached to it, and the western 
half of the tenement we possess, Tulkurees in the village, with what­
ever Walls t.here may be thereon, llamely by-Huths in hmgth from 
north to south, and 12 Huths in breadth from west to east. You are 
bound to preserve all the customs of the village, and to conform to 
particular customs heretofore established ,in respect to the land and 
rights now made yours; such as the payment of the Sircar's revenuE' ... 
PurelapauQ., &c., the rights of the Kulkurnee, and the Baloot of the 
Balooties ; and you will enjoy, you and your sons, and your sons' sons, 
to future generations, the land above-mentioned; and on the ground, 
in the village biven to you, you will build a place, what you please, 
and be undisturbed; and we engage to be answerable for any.molesta­
tion given you by any of our friends or relations, so that you will 
sustain no injury. This deed of purchase, which we have written, is 
vit1id (Suhee,) dated the 16th of the month Jummadee-~ol-akher. 

Written out in the hand-writing of Gopaul Sidesheour of tbt>­
abovementioned village. 

WITNESSES. PLOUGHS. 
The Muccaduml:! of the said 

village Koo,>ojee Bin Shokaje 
Patell Canwa, and Kundojee Bin 
Villojee Golay. 

~heyie Bin Kristdojee Panckur. 
of the same village, &c. &c. &c. 

(That is signature shaped so) 
Tumbuckjee Bin Essajee, the 
Carpenter. J anojee Bin Ram­
jue11orary, the Barber. WillojeeBin 
13herjuthee, 'Goora Ramajee Bin 
Poonja, the Currier, &C. &0. &c. 

(Signed) H. D. ROBERTSON, 
Collector. 

Translation of a Gove'rn'mR"nt Oonfirmation of the Deed of Purchase 
oj'Land. 

To the Deshmookh and DesPandy of the prount of Poona. Be it 
known that to you, ¥ahadaje~ Bin Nazojee and Namajee Bin Ansojee 
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SheJeoul, Ryots of the village of Wurkee Turuf Huvelly, there is an 
Enam-putter and Miras-putter given as follows. (Here is mentioned 
the year and date.) 

You having come to Poona have represented that both your 
Gruudfathers Raijee, alias Ragoojee, and his younger brother Chahoo-

.\ 1"::1;, lived tC)g(>ther 10 the year 1639, and that the Patells of the above­
lnentioned villa,g'e having been reduced to distress, accepted from your 
said lelations a sum of money, and voluntarily gave them a portion of 
tLejr Enam land, measuring Ii Rookas and 7i Rookas of ~firas land, 
and that havmg thus sold their lands a deed of purchase was executed 
in the name of Raijee, alias Ragoojee, to the following purport. 

(Here follows a deed of purchase simi~ar to Enclosure No.1.) 

A deed of purchase of the above tenor having been executed 
was confirmed in the year Boorsun Meya Wa Ali! by the deceased, 
B:lJee Row Pundit Pradhan to your Grandfat~ers. at which time 
::';untajee's son Muckajee and Tuckagee Patell having been brought to 
the presence and a.'lked what lands they,had voluntarily transferred to 
your Grandfathers, stated as fo1]ow5;-

ht.-Part of our Enam lands, to equal to Ii Rookas, viz. belong-
ing to Muckajee Patail Rooka ! 

Dltto to Tuckajee do. ..'.. .. , '" Do. 1 

2nd.-Part of Miras land-
Do. Ii 

1. Of the field called Soandur, containing 24 ... Rookas 6, 
2. Of the do. dei. Coley Thul, con,taining 12 ... Do. 11 

7! 
And 3rd.-A part of our premises in the village, 45 Ruths long 

and 40 broad. 

Now you having brought a deed of purcbase corresponding with 
the above statement, and having all produced a document executed 
by the deceased Baj~e Row, confirming its validity, and as you are 
desirous that the present Government should also testify the same, it 
is hereby decreed that you and your sons and descendants shall enjoy 
in Enam and in Miras the lands, &c., according' to the tenor of the 
confinnatory act of the late Bajee Row Pundit Pradhan, and that you 
shall continue to conform to the practices of the villageJ in regard to 
the lands you have acquired. 

(Signed) fl, D. ROBERTSON. 
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E:drart of a letter dattd the 22nd Decel)l~~' 1813, from Captaw 
BRIGGS, Pd~tIcal Agent in CanJe1sh, to the Honoro,b/e ~l. 

E!.PHINSTOXE. 

The remainder of the provine-e. and. that part of Guugturry nn­
der my" f-l.uthurity, appea.r~ to have undergone a similar survey in the 
tIme of Mullick Umber, the founder of Aunmgaba.J, and tb~ suc· 
cessor to the GowrDmt'nt of the bst of the Nizam Shahy Prmces. 
As far as my enquiries have enable& me t.o learn, the as.ses::,ment 
~'ere pretty much the Sl\me as those of Acbar's, but the nature of the 
landed tenure wa..s essentially diilen'nt. 

This Prince seems thoroughly to llave comprehended the use of 
the soil to Government, by identifying the interest of the cultivator 
with its fertIijty. While A£.blu- consitiered the land the property ~ 
Go.'ernment, Mullick Umber confirmed the ~ght (If ~nltivatincr C'pr_ 

tain fields t.o the Ryots; he made, considerable oortion of the land 
priyat~ propertv; t:be lands of the village -werE' considered the jomt. 
property of the township j the fallow land was the common for the 
pasture of the cattle; and the ploughed ground was either the pro­
l)erty of indinduals, or cultivated by tenants, \\ ho received a portion 
of the crops. It appears to h,we been a principle of his wise adminis­
tration to encourage the possession of pnvate landed property as a. 
means of attacbmg their cultivators w their own soil, and mn.king over 
in perpetuity to them what is only useful to Government, as long as 
they continued to remain on it. The f<umer holding private la.nd is 
c.alled ·WuttunJar, or hereditary propriE'tor, amI the mere cultivator is 
styled Oopry, and is a. tenant at will. The \\ hole of the village 
ofllcers-such as the Pata.il, the Culcurnee. th~ b3.I'ber, the washerman, 
the watchman, the carpenter. the smith, the goldsmith, the potter, the 
JOsoo. ~trologer, or schoolmaster. and the currier-had each his field 
ai>signed to him; his officp. and bis land are both hereditary, and so 
far personal that both one and the other are saleable, or transferable 
by gift'; these lands are free of taxes as a remunera.tion for the perfor­
mance of their offic-€'s, and to ensure ill each village, however small, 
one of these useful IDt!robers of the cvmmunity. The Mahars or 
Debers, hereditary watchm( u of each village. are those to whom boun­
dary disputes are refen-ed for settlement. These "bo1.mdaries are 
marked by stones fixed in the ground, and beneath each stone is 
usually uepDflited an emhen pot full of c!.cu·coa.l. It is surprking how 
these landmarks are preserved long after "illages are UDinLa.bited~ 
and so tenacious are landholders of their fields, that they will often 
cultiva.t.e them at the distance of three or four miles from the place 
they rEside in, if their own village is deserted. rather than take up 
with new ground that may be near or mOlC convenient, as mere 
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tenaut.. The Wuttundal, or Meerassy Ryot, holds his la.tl~ of t:ight lit 
is a.IR~, h~r:editary) f.la.leable, or tt8JlSf€)Table, IIJld on the t:;>Cca.sion of its· 
alienation from the family, title .deeds' are made out" cmd. witnessed ' 
not only by the village authorities, bUb the Depsm~k (If the diatric,t.' 
a.nd severru of the sUlTounCLing Patails are, called on, to' ,be pn'Mnt at 
the transa(."tion. The Wutt"Ulldars ad!l~e to'their landa a.nd "rillage 

lIin spite of oppression or cruelty, provided their lan~ed tenure is not 
interfered with, a.nd. where we sea- hali -deserted villages we find on 
enquiry that the inhabitants who have. deserted 8.f4) for the mQilt part 
whAt ax'e tenned Oopry Ryots, or tenants a.t will ~ this class di1ftlfS' 

only from \Vuttundars by having no right ,to th~ soil they come a.nq· 
bettle in the village, and are ~rmitted by 'the Patan to" cultivate a., 
('crtain portion of land. If the soH hQ.$ lain, fallow, and l'equirE'-a, to bE. 
broken up afresh, they ol\ly pay portions of 'the fu8~ t\iSefiSment ,till' 
the third or fourth year, when they ought to pay the,fiill amount, The 
exactions on thc agricultural classes under the late; Goveinment have 
hjcn so hea.vy, that it was difficult to obtain tenants;~but, ill otdor'to 
induce them to take farms, the ~sesssmehtS 'were mttde less than {)n 
the Wuttundar8, or landed proprictors~ although it i~ quit~, evidetlt 
tha.t the 8,ssessment from the latter is a: land tax, :while tha.t from tile 
fonuer ought to be -both a land tu a.nd ground rent. -

f shall do myself the honor 9.t lit future oppo~ty to tran~it 
th~ assessment in detail as fixed. by the, 'Tunklea >Or \>:y, e;ta.blishod 
custom on the different kinds of lana. , 

The advantages of being an Oopry tenant ,are 80- 'gl'ea.t) as'., to 
induce the Wuttundars frequently to allow their '. own:'fields t.o' be 
fs.llow, and break up ne'\v ground. 8.nd t'oot ~t of the ';S:U"Car on" the 
Oppry terms; but this is noil ,allowed .when: the ~am1i\ltda.rl, or tl~d 
Government Officerl discovers it. If, pn the coutrarYj ~~e Oopry tenltnt' 
paid PlO;re for the rent of his land. a.fter a.eertam number of,ye~' 
residenctiwas aJIowed t.o become a. W'uttutdu, on'a 'reduced :rate of, 
ta.xation,' it w()1l1d then be an object, for ea.ch)Vuttund~ 'to ~u.ltiva.te 
his "O'fD-land, and ,for the Oopty tena.nt to f eu1tiyat~a.be '~l1<Q ~f1elt.t 
till b! the extra ren~ he had in faCt ,rurch'a$ed·~l~ih~ ~ '-;t~l,S?,it 
A ,thud class of cultlvators are those' wto' h&l"e "neither Interest ',m' 
the soil not in the croPt-; those u~ iabow;e;" 'whol ~eCe1ve. 'a'c00l'cllng" 
~ the price ~r' provisionS; four.,'·:6~e, ,~' ~; i1JpeeS ~onth1y:~ . T.hiS' 
numbet is very small, and is, rill~iely in~tl~~n~ ~, inCl~a'~ i~e !~()!ef 
~f the elasseR composing the h~sbandmen." 

Such ,are the varIous :modes d eultiv~t~nlfa.ndn.isi:o.g the' ground , 
l:ent$. (>r 'tax.es

r 
ealled' Eyu J umnia.;: :~ ~~~:t'''~ ~. ~a.l.' 

8uffer~d n~ch~~gQ withi~r,~ laSt t!~,c;n'~~~~8f~'{~,~', 
t9 think that the,slTSter4 a.doptea bv.lrullie ;Umber. '(i~,lal!~ 
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owr in perpetmty, is of great a.ntiqUlty among the Hmdovs, and WM 
p1:obably once uniformly adopted throu~hout India. Whenever the Ej n 
.Tumma a.ppears to have increasell, it has bet>n tn consequence of 
additional cultivation. not of an increased rate of asses<:ment, and 
nothing is more favorable to the extension and improvem':'nt of agn­
ndture thrill a moderate but permanent tax, and an mterest in tLe 
sou. The portion rem:l.tnIDg t.o the cultn'ator should be such as to 
enable him to add indirectly t,,) the wealth oftlle State. he shollld D,)t 

only have the means of improving his field and taking in more grouud. 
but he should have sufficient left, to live lD such rt way as to enconr,lcge 
manufactures and trade, and thus become an indire( t promotf'r of the 

re.enue derived from the customs, as it must be en<ient. wheH there 
is no opulence in thf' people, there can be no souree from when. ~ 
revenue can be derived. 

Extract ~f a lefte,l' dated the 15f1t JI1.11 /Uli'!J 1819, flY/in C'!pf,tln 
POlTISGER, PrQ'Vi~nal C'ollectuj' at ... 41WV'd'Wgg"I". to the 
Honorable M. ELPHI~SToSE 
When a Pata.il wished to obtain Istawah f,)r himself (\r any of 

the Ryots of his village he repaird t<) the Shaikdar, or (if near him) 
t() the Kumavisdar, to whom he applIed for the usual KowI. .An 
enquuy was then instituted mto the nature of the soil, the number of 
ye.ars it had lain wast~, the probable length of time it would require to 
bring it jnto c.omplete cultivation, the number of bullocks that would 
be needed for each plough t.o till it, the facilities which the sltuatlOll 
ofiered for irrigation, and the means which the cultivators had of 
availing themselves of thi~ circumstance. As soon as all these points 
'U\r<!Te ascertained, the soil was valued, with Teft-rence to any contigu­
ous fields or village lands of a similar description, and the Kowls 
were then drawn out under the Kuroavisdar's seal and gwen to the 
Pataiis, who handed them over to the Ryots. with an exhortation to 
ayail themselves of the Sirw's kindness, and to use their best exer­
tlOns to profit by the terms he had obtained for them. 

'Then the Kowl had thus been fonnally executed and delivered. 
the Ryot became virtually the o~er of the field. o .. r proportion of 
ground stated in it, because Sf) long as he fulfilled the terms and paid 
his rents with regularity. he could not ~ deprived of the right of 
cultivation.: but the moment he £.Uled to do f>ither of these, the 
Kumavisdar would dispossess him, and entrust his land to another 
on the same, or a different footmg, as might seem necessary TIus 
however, was a very harsh measure, and therefore scarcely ever resort­
ed to. If it was found that a Ryot's ground had really been oV€r­

vz.Jued in the first instance. and that. with e.er.v ,..Ish to do so, he W'a3 

12 E 
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unable to pay his rent, ,the Kumavisdar might, on his o~n respt)tlSi­
bility, where they had not been -reported, :relax. i~ the terms; or if tOOy 
had been brought to the notice of the Sir Soo\}ah, ,it ;was usual, to 
write t,1 that officer, and get his leave to alter them.' 

When the period of an Istawah gra.nt e:1pired, the, Ryot might, 
if he chose, cease to cultivate to the full e.ttent bf his ground, but by 
80 doing he forfeited (as I have already stated) his claim 'to it in 
future, and the Patail, in concert with the Shaikaar's acting imder 
permissIOu from the KumaV'isdar, was bound to futd, it possible. an·, 
other cultivator whose tenure waJ'l e.t~tly that of his predecessor .. 
On the other hand, .if th~ Rrot was pleased "With his lands, he had it 
m hid power to secure them in his familt as a lI-ferassee, or bereditary 
posseRsion, by simply agreeing to pay th~ rent of them, whether they 
were cultivated or not. The rent received by it to Governmen~ in 
this case is termed Sahra, and .nothing '~hort of utter poverty will 
prevent its beIng paid. A man 'fill Bell his house and 'bullocks, or 
clothes, and even bind himself to serve another, to .ensure the pay .. 
ment of his Sahra, because i~ jg honorable ~nd respectable'in t1!e eyes of 
bis neighbour;; to preserve his Merass6e I.nds, and 'when' he fails'to 
pay his dues upon them, his ruin is considered as ·decided.' ind h'e. 
becomes a ban"!trupt 

The preced~g is a brief yieyv of the practice obsened in t~e just 
and flourishing periodll of sovereignty of~ the ,Paishwas, but many' -of 
these regulations have been ~dely d~eviated from tn 'l!l-tt~r:~ ~es. 
Merassee lauds have been seized from the lawful holders and,trans-

, ~ ~ 'i' I 

-ferred to relations and dependants of court fuvqrites and pa.rtiz,na. ,of 
great ~en Kowls haV'e been granted hytpttails ~ithc)ut the aaJldion 
of even"3 Shaikdar, and the (:.onseque.o.ces hav~4.been· tbat~'tllr..r 

[ <4 ~' 

friends were favored' whIlst othet Ryots were .overburth~ned, w}th. 
demand. to make up the deficien(:ie2. : E~ery: su~eding, y~;. in. 
creased thIS evil, by reducing the n~~~ of lYDIe, 8~:r,ne of whom·,,~~ .. 
whilst others sold their cattle to ray thtir, la&~: y~s ~ent ~4. :p~ 
come servants of. their more fQrtunate ,neighool.lr:' , ,TheAarmers :and 
t~eir· age~tS, having no interest' i~ 'ttie'>.g~~r..t,,~ros.p,ent~,· i# l~e 
countl'y, d,ldlDot take the trouble}o :'.llV~~te "~e 'm?~vee.~~d. fa:lr. 
,ness of Kow1.s, and ,cared Ifot whe,noo tl~ mone>:.~~e~ proVIde(}, t!l~Y 
got, as much aa th~y .expected fr~lll ,hi' ~illage. '; 'n~, oI.d.,< rev,enue 
system 'Cea.sed' aven to ,be' too1!ghf ~ tu~~ 'f'itOrtit}Q;,~k}he 'p~, ,ot 
9. ju~ teali~atilJu of tllQ .reVeI)U" :, 

, I 

: (OOPY), 
Sut,; ";DkOOlia/22rid:J'uMt~n!J:'v 

Iii ~pIj~to"Your ~ircular' lefj,e~/o(the(%; J~;;~4n.rrhraid'iJIr· 
:Me'~ras8v·1a.nds. I hMe tbtf honOr to' .. acQualDt ::i;;~4ha.t:li:'9U(~ .th~; 
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information I fonnerly obtamed when making out my report on 
Ca.ndeish, and from more minute investigation htely acquired, it 
appears that Meerassy land is saleable only in the following 
Pergunna.c;, which are said to have formed part of Mullic Umber's 
ilOlninions, viz. :-

Pf'rglmna Zeitapoor 

" 
Tilwan 
Karoll,V 
Kunnas.';Y 
Pintpla 
G~lna 
Kutghur 

In the remainder of the dlstnctg in Candeish, the MlJ~>rastly land 
i" not sa.leable ; it is not, howeVt'JI, considered Meeras, or inheritance, if 
a fanner ta:s ('ultivated a field for many years. and it is considered as 
nnjl1st to deprive 11im of it as long as he pays the Gvvemment tax, 
the only exception to this is in the instan('(> of Enams, which a.re 
('very where, I believe, saleable. 

I have not been able to a.<;C€l tam whether the land in Candeish 
was at any tillle Meeras&y It ('t'rt,~iJ?ly ha'l ll"t been bince the 
Mahomedan conquest in 1306, and there are no village l'ecord~ which 
('orne within three or four centuries of that period. 

The pre\<'alent opinion. which is suported by Rindoo laws and by 
history, is, that unclaimed land cleared by the subject is hIS inheri­
tance, and that he hhould pay for the protection he received from the 
State one-sixth of the pro~' ~e in ordinary times, and one-fourth \l1 

tl'fle of war. 

The Mahomedans in their conquest eonsiJcred the.mselyes as 
masters of the persons and property of all infidels whom they s1111-
duE'.d. The conquered possessed therefore nothing of right. It ap­
pears to me, they were employed to cultiv~te the land of the con­
querors, and received half of the grosss produce as wages, and to bear 
all the expenses of cultivation. As the Mahomedans became identi­
fied with the natives, some relaxations occasionally took place, but 
the hypothesis that the Goyemment is the lord of the soil seems 
founded 011 the opinion that the conquered lose every thing but what 
is restored by the victor, and whenever the husbanJW3.n alune retainH 
the half of the gross produce, it seems t.o me that he is rather the 
labourer than tL.e tenant of Government, much leHs the proprietor of 
the soil. 

The only Prince, which I know of, who promoted the sale of 
land, and the privileges of real proprietorship, was Ml1lli.c: Umb\,f, 
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and I lU1agme it wlll be found that these rightl'! WeTe undrr the last 
<;(IVerelgllS of the Nlzam I::;hahy Dynasty. 

I have. &c., 

(Signed) JOHN BRIGGS, 
Political Agent 1ft C((ndt"tHh 

To t,he Honurable M. ELPHINSTONE, &c. &e. &c 

E:tlmct of (I, letter from Oa,ptwin GRANT, Political Agent at ~tLtttL1'ttJ 
"0 the Honorable lIf. ELPHfNSToNE, dated 17th August 1819. 

The hereditary, or those termed such, are the Daishmook, DaiHh­
pandy, Nargounda, De&h Chougulla, Patail, Kulkurnee, and Chougulla. 

It IS not intended to enter on any definition of the duties uf the.,e 
III this report, where I shall merely cohfine myself by statinJ; generally 
the claims wLich they have on the lands and revenues of tIle dUluict. 

DaI&hmook and DaisLpandy are compound Shanscrit words, a:nd 
the institution of the offices is accounted very ancient. They have 
been termed Zumindars by Mahomedans, a name wbich the DlOuem 

Daishmooks and Daishpandies are ambitious (,f retaining, lJut I have 
&een nothmg to pr0ve their having ever been on the footiLg of Moghul 
Zuminda,rs. The only officers, whose situation was nearly approach­
ing the Zumindars of Beng'c1I, were the Mokassdars of the Be~japoor 
State; but I have nothing very clear respecting them. 

The claIms of the hereditary officers, or Hugdars, in this district, 
:partake of the intric~y and confusion m which thf' whole accounts 
1\.1"e involved. 

The Daishmook's Hug is very variable in F'ultan Des; it is one­
/fourth ~f the whole revenue j in Kurar, it is a twentieth part of the 
arable land, and five per cent. on the land revenue. In Maunee 
perhaps nearly the ;ame, but with a claim to one half of all fines 
leVIed within the district, which, however, bas not been tiatisf3.l~t(Jrily 

established. In Meerthuree it is the assigned En:1m land, and a 
simple fixed money payment, which is paid wholly or,in part. T~e 
Daishmook of'Vaee was the same as Kurar but the HuO' or Wutten , 'b I 

as the right is termed, was for a time attached by Shaow, the 4th 
Raja j the ready money Hug was then raised to 10 per cent., and when 
it was restored to ~he Pesal family, the extra 5 per cent. W~8 not given 
to them, but it was continued on account of Government, under thl;) 
hf'ad of Pnnchoutra, literally 5 per cent. 

... To this e~action, a~d an extra assessment of 21 'per cent. on the 
Surdesmookee of Waee, may be aSGriutld the pel1llJlnent extra assess­
rAent of 71 per cent. on Kurve, which has been already noti('t>d. 
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"The Daishpandy Hug is al:M> uot uuiform; it may be reckoned 
:ti--one half of that of the Daishmook; both commonly have dam}'! 
upon the custolllil. . 

The Na.rgounda. has also some claims on the customs, hE' has his 
Hug in Enaro land, and 2 per ccnt. on the land revenUR 

The Desh Chougla's pay is not general; where it is ~knowledged, 
be has Enam la.nd, a.nd a money paymt:'nt from the Saihlwar. 

D.l,ishmooks and D.l,ishpandies style themselves Zumindars, whilst 
Patails and Koolkuruees come under the general term ofWuttunda.rs. 
Tht' Patail has Enam land, Mushaira, a ready money payment on the 
SaJelwan-ed, an allowance for Serpow, and sometimes, though rarely, 
a share ill the customs; he also receiVE's a contribution iu kind trom 
the ryots, termed Googree. 

The Ko.)lkurnee has also Enam lands, an assignment in money 
on the Sadelwar, besides Serpow allowance; the grain payment made 
to tbt} Koolkurnee is termed Mushaira.. . 

The Chougulla has a smaller share in a similar manner .. 

The Balootay have land, and a Hug in kind, from the ryots. 

In the Mahratta Country all inheritance goes by the name of 
Wuttun. and no one would willingly part with his Wuttun if much 
wore than its intrinsic value were offered for it. The most seriom 
Ji~tress is tha?-" of being compelled to sell one's Wuttun. The feeling 
i", si~CT\llarly' stron~, and is not easily understood or described; the 
attachment to a house, a field, or garden, we can ,enter int.o, but 
Wuttun is sometimes merely the right to a few blades of R'tjee fro~ 
the vegetable sellers in the Bazar, which I have seen maintained with 
all eagerness, which did not proceed from its value, but from its being 
Wuttun. I have seen two women fight and tear each other in the 
streets of Sattara because the one had removed a loose stone from 
near the house of the other, which was part (said the enraged· and 
aggrieved person) of my Wuttun. This feeling will be found universal, 
Lut here it is peculiarly observable. -

All the hereditary officers can sell their Wuttun, but some require 
to have the-sanction of Government. COIlBent, I am inclined to think, 
is alwa.ys requisite, to be regular, but in some cases, such as Patails or 
other executive and important officers, it is indispensably necessary. 
In the sale of every species of inheritance, the next of kin has the first 
offer, and so down to the nearest neighbour. This is a rule of right. 
even in the disposal of a house, which may not have been acquired as 
patrimony. If the house and street are east and west, the neighbour 
on the east side has the preference. H north and south, the one to 
the south bas the first offer. . 
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The saJe of any hereditary office is a ver)' formal pr{)('f:<lllre, an 
~ttt("btcd tlc1..nowledgrnent of the act being voluntary; awl prucu~d­

jug twm circumstances, which are to be generally stated, is the pre­
l.imlllary a(lJuRtment. I have examined papers of the sale of HII 

her(;(ittary office, and found the amount above 50 yeats' pUf(ha:,e (If 
all known emolument; but heside the purchase money there are 
~fe8S to Government, and regular dues to be paid to the othel hereJi­
taIy officer:>, llpon admltting another perso'n into the gate. The 
whule of the hereliitary officers be:rr witneH" to the deed of Half', which 
list'uf signature 3 i"l taken in a public a,ssembly, anJ is turm·d t,l the 
g-ate Muhzar The "hare of Hug upon customs shall hcreaftt'r f(JIlI! 

h ",pparate report 

TIle hf'reditary officers are amena.hle to a tax called the DdlUg' 
Puttee, which is the whole amount of their Hug, exclusive of their 
Euam lands, and may be levled every tel~tb yflnr. This ha'" never 
IWI:'11 rf'gularly levied, and is a very unpopular tax j at first view it, 
"eems only reasonable that those officers, when not executive, should 
b(' required to eontribute something to the exigencies of the State, ypt 
many poor women and families, who have small shares of Hug. woulJ 
be gIeatly distressed by it, unless.it rouId b€' lm;ed on individuals 
pfJ",>essing above a certain income deri vabll? from this source. ont this 
would require a minuteness of infonnation, which we cannot easily 
acgllire 

As the extent and assignments of all rent-hee iaflds will be 
shewn in the statements which I shall forward next month, I .shall at 
present pass on to the various tenures of the farmers who pay a 
revenue to Government, leaving the otlltJl'S at rest for the I'n:"f~nt. 

All persons who pObsess hereditary right to any fieltis come under 
the head of Wuttuudars of such and such a villaO'e thouO'h the"· mav o , 0 J J 

have actually resided all their liver, at Gwalior; wheI:eas an otllf'rs 
"ho do not possess this right, though present in the village, and 
though they and their ancestors may have resided there fur a century. 
are tehned, in common with the passing }Iarratt.a travel1er, who has 
slept a night in the Dhurmsala, Oopnec or stranger. 

The common fanner holds his la,nd" npon a contract, or Jease, 
from the village authorities, which is called his Coul; it iB generally' 
ren~wed from ye~ to year, and seldom eXf"eeds three yeM's; hI" I'> 

o?hg~d to cOllfo~m to the customs of the village, and commonly pays 
hIS Sukar dues III mon~y ; he is said to hoM his Kund :Mukta, or 
Oakta. 

A Warrenda Kuree is, a person who holds la.nds in a similar 
manner, but beyond the limits of his own village boundary. 
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A Sherce)'{ul'ee is oue who holds la,uds virtually the property uf 
61.vernment. Sh~ree is commonly a particular species of property. 
Yo hich may ha, e r~verted to Government, either by becoming forfeit­
f.:d, or by sutnd former purchase, for the purpose of planting treet-l It­
nny also have been land ",hich, from time imml>IHorial, has not been 
wltbill the bounds of any village A Sheree-k.urce ma.y be a pel hull 
~ll'l(lmg a. fe'Y mangoes for the seaso~. . 

A person renting land under an agreement of paying half th0 
produce in kind is said to hold it in Bhuttoyee. 

The ryot, howevel~ whoRe situation merits most particular d,ttell­
tWll, is the cultl\ator of lands in which he ha:; an hcredltary aud 
proprietary right, and who holdi; Ins laud in perpetuity on p8,ymg n 

fixed rent to Gu,,-ernment To this tenure you have partlf.'u!'llly 
lhrected enquiric'i, and I shall endeavour to I'>tate all I have been ahh· 
to collect re .... pecting these Me\:'ra~ lands. 

The Meerasdar has, without doubt, a perfect property in hi'i field, 
as long as he ,continues to pay the amonnt with which it may he 
burdened, together with the right of dIsposing of it, even without the 
sanction of Goyemment How he became originally posf'esseJ of thib 
right. it i" difficllit to account for; there if! no direct evidence of- the 
whole land haVlng been all Meerassee in ancient times, but there is a 
proof in the Thul Jhora, or record of theJieJds in vi!1a!.!es .• that a var,L 

quantity of th,!' land fQflllcrly registe!,e(L~eeras is no~ Kund Muxt!!. 
or hel<Un.J;oromoTl lease, 

An opinion prevails that all land was originally Meeras. and th:tl 
in the ancient Hindoo Raj the soil became the acknowledged property 
4f the person who first cleared it of stoneM and jungle. 

The usual manner of obtaining this right irom Government at a 
more recent period I have alrea.dy had the honor of ex-plaming in 
my letter of the 29th of January, on the subject of the Istawa'lease. 
but since I wrote that letter I have had more opportunity of hearing 
opinions and judging of MaraUa feeling regarding this tenur~, and 
I now find it as generally considered an overstretch of power on the' 
part of Government to resume any Meeras field, merely because the 
Meerasdar has failed in paying his rent, or because he. has retired to 
some other part of the collntry to evade payment. '1 

l:5imple insolvency on the part of the Meerasdar d~es not appear 
to have given Government the power of disposing of fi.~ld in Meeras to 
another. When the Meerasd'ar caDllot pay his rent, the amount of 
the dues falls on the other Meerasdars should the IDsolvent Mee­
raooar t('maio present in the ~ villnge; but if h~ should quit the 
distnct, the other are not called upon to pay th~~ rent: during hUi 
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absence the Government has a right to make the mObt of the field. 
and even to 1et it in lease, but for a period usually not exceedmg 
three years, and till the expiration of which the Meerasdar canllot 
claml restitut.ion. 

The numerous cxa:r,p.ples of a less forbearing conduct on the part 
('of the late Government can be adduoed I am well aware, but therp. 
\8 no species of property in this country that it has so much respected 
as .M:eeras land, and though this may have proceeded, in a great 
degree, from the inSIgnificancy of its value, and the lOss, rather than 
gai~, which its seizure, or alienation, must have occasioned, and even 
III cases where immediate advantage would have resulted to the 
f::!pacity of Government agents, or revenue contractors, there has 
always been great consideration shewn to the Meerasdar. Instances 
of declared foreiture are accordingly very rare; but great crimes, sllch 
as treason, r0bbery, theft, and murder, are always considered as destroy~ 
mg the right to all Meeras, and, indeed, to every species of property what­
ever' but Meeras land generally goes to the nearest of kin In all 
cases It seems to h~ve been considered right that a re~onable provi­
tHon should be made to relations, even when the ostensible head of a 
family had commItted an unpardonable offence. lIad this not bpen 
customary, many persons, owing to the di"Xisibili~y of property amongst 
heirs, would have been deprived of their only means of livelihood for 
the commis~ion of crimes in which they had borne no participation 
This accounts in some manner for the portions of Hug,<'&c., which are 
so frequently credIted to Government in the annual village settle~ 
ment. 

Meerasdars, who are _ 3:~tees; aTe termed by the Marratas Pur: 
gl.lnda. It is so weIr understood that no Meerasdar wilfully quits his' 
land; that it is considered the duty of a good Patail, and of all 
superior Government agents, to use every endeavour to discover and 
remove the cause of his leaving his home and the field of his fore­
fathers If poverty has been the cause, his rent is remitted, and an 
advanpe ofmop.ey granted; and if it has been occasioned by any un­
settled dispute, an investigation and adjustment are promised by 
Government. Should every inducement fail, and the Meerasdar per­
tinaciously and unreasonably persist in remaining abroad, be can be 
required to give in a written renunciation of his Meeras right, which. 
w~en obtained, allows the" Government a. full power pf disposing' of 
h~s lands: but without this document there is no authority that can 
dIspose of such land in Meeras to another, until the death of the 
Meerasdar, and the death or renunciation of his heirs. In case of itli 
being. thought an Qqject to ascertain this, the mode of doing so is from 
the vIllage; should the villagers bear testimony to the ~ertain or SllP-
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po::.ed death of the Meern.sdar and his bell's, Gu\'\~nllllent cal); \,11 E'n 
uispose of the land to another person in 1ieeras; 'lnd should anyl:eir 
afterwards appear, he hilS no claim whatever, unless he can cie,nIy 
prove that the evidence of the villagers was f,ri\-en, knowing it to be 
false, or that he had been in such a Rituatio'tl as had put it entirdy 
out of his power to keep the P,l-tail and Wuttundar apprised of his 
being alive. When such ca.n be proved, ht' has a right. to the field 
npon the payment of all loss or other equitable charge, either by the 
Government 01' th.e occupant; but under the circumstances just de­
s~ribed, and in all others when the field is ~nerely held by an ordinary 
cultivator, in case of the return of the rightful heir, the Mecrj,s must 
be n"stored at the expiration of the lease, which usually is done with­
out requiring arrears of deficiency to be made up, although it is ad­
mitted that Government has a right to demand them, As t~ paying 
for improvements, the ordinary cultivator had no security uutil th~ 
i:,sue of the late orders for any outlay, and consequently would HOt. 

incur an expense which was not likely to be returned 10 crop during 
the existence of his lease. 

Silladars about to take the fidd, or any pCl'l5on iu immediate 
",ant of mORey, frequently mortgagl' their Meeras land, the value of 
whIch of course depends entirely on circumstances. 

To form a precise estimate of the number of year's purc~lase of 
Meccas land is"by no means-easy, and will requile more enquiry, a1111 
much longer experience, than can be obtained in one ileal'on. My 
present notion is, that when the established assessment only is levied. 
the ryot has, on a fair avE!rage, one-thirJ of the gross produce; th() 
floveInment ha.~ a third; and a third goes for seed, Hugd,us, bullocks, 
implements, and subsistence to the cattle; the year's purchase would 
t.herefore be found by a series of the years of rent, and in an ttvenig~) 
of thirty Deeds of Sale froUl 1780 t-ill 1810,- whieh have been 
examined, the general rate is 10 years' purchase. 

Industry and natural advantages may improve a field so n1.uch 
as to yield the Meer~dar upwards of iths of the produce. The year's 
purchase in these case!'. can only be ascertained lJY fair statements 
from the occupant, which I cannot ~ay I have becn a110 to obtain 
satis(actorilYa either from a want of .intelligence, or, mote prob.tbly, of 
candonr, the people cannot yet he brought to undcrsta;ud the illtcn· 
tion of such enquirie~, ' I 

Land held at will, I suppose, may have one-fourUl of the gr03S 

produce in the hands of the ryots, but for the reason' just stated, I 
have no other means of af.certaining the fact than thE following ob-' 
servation, 

13 E 
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The Koonbccs, nut Meerasdar, prefer the tenure called Bhllttoye. 
that is, dIviding the produce with Government to the ordinn,ry farm. 
The mode of this division is first to set aside tho dues of the Po,tails, 
Koolkurnee, and Balootay, the quantity required for next year's Set d, 
after which the division is made, and the rest of the Hug dues faU 
on the Government share; but after the first deductions, the suhRo-

.\ fluent di\l..,ion, t}le wear a.nd tear of implements, the Imrclia8c of 
cattle, and findlllg their subsistence, there will remain little more than 
a fourth of the gross produce. 

Meeras hert':tftet appea.rs to be It very desirable tenure, as long 
H,S the edtablis1Jed fixf'd assessment, usual in the country, continue to 
(lE' equir,ably levjed ; as the Meerasdar haH not only much more per­
sOHal consideration shewn to him by his townsmen, but he has all 
the advantages which industry can give him in the way of improve­
ment. But when pretences were sought of ext.;>rting extra payment!'!, 
it wa:" worse than the ordinary lease, as it pl3ICE-.d the proprietor more 
in the power of the revenue farmer. Thus Meeras land latterly 
became of no value, and had it been possible for such a system of 
undefined exaction to have gone on without control for any length of 
t.une, it is highly probable that the Meeras tenure would have 
cliRu,ppeared. 

In estimating what falls to the ryot, of the gross J?foduce, a con­
tilderable portion is made up of the daily subsistence he is deriving 
from his field. If hired labourers are employed, I have, with some 
precision, ascertained from Bramins who fa.z,:m in tllis way, that they 
derive a profit of one-eighth in an ordinary year; but thiij is calcu­
lated on what they save by the produce of the field for family coli· 
sutllption. 

With regard to the tenures of land, there does, not seem to be 
any doubt that the Meeras land was considered private property, in 
as far as it uniformly descended from father to son, or to the nearest 
heir, and only revtrted to Government on the failure of kin of the 
former possessor, or its not being claimed by them for a long course 
of years. -The Meerasdar could sell or give it away with the pennis • 
.sion of Government, but not otherwise; and as long as he finds his 
rents, the Government had no right to interfere wi!,h his land,S; but 
whether the ground was cultivated or not, he was obliged to make 
good the rent, according to the Kumal of the village. The word 
Thulkurnee is synonimoua wIth Meerasdar, though it is sometimes 
confined to a person who himself cultiV'ates his own Meents land; fol' 
a Meeragdar may let his land to any other person, being himself 
answerable to Govell1ment for the rent. 
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The other landA of tht- vIllage, wInch belonged h) Gon~rnment 

:lIe calle.l OOJl~ rc 01' Guli:oolle,', and of them, a portion, culJt.J ~h~­
I'ee'lhet was usually reservctl by GUn:rnml'nt and culti\<~teJ 011 its 
own 1l,c~{)unt, and ~as exempted from Gaun Khurch, and some otiher 
Puttet>s. The Oopree land was entirely at the di~pu1:lal of the P,tt~Lll 

and Koolkurnees, and was cultivated by (,oolllmLlle~, called ;3,)ok. 
wastoo (tenants during pleasure); as these were !,fuitled entirely by 
their own inclinations, in cultivating the Oopree land& or not, th<:: 
Pataill> exerted themReh'et\ as much 3.'3 possible, to illdllce them to do 

'so, by :..dvancing them Ret.-d and money, If requisite. TIH' Pa\,ails 
and Uoolkurnees had noth:ng to do with the Meerns lamiE, \::~C('pt tl) 

report the absence of any .Meerasd~rs from their vilbge,;, to recall 
thet,], 'md nmke them answerahle for the full r.:nt; if tJH.-y would not 

rNurn, they seized the hnd for Government. an.I t'mpl,)y,'d ethers to 
l'nlnvatt' It, or if they re!>i'51H,.l it altogt ther, tllt'Y took a writing 
frtlll1 tli"ID to that €'tfel't 

If b) allY misfortune the crops of the ~Ieeras lands Ere much 
injured, it was 11fmal to alll)w sqme remi881Uli, bnt not on account of 
:-my part remallllllg lllllulti,'ated: WIll 1st the Oopr~e land paid only 
tor what it produced. A very small proportIon of the lalill~ ()f this 
(")Hutry are Oopree, nearly the whole belllg Meeras i and it is said by 
some that there was formerly no Oopree land at all, and that it Las 
graduaHy fallen into the hands of Gowrnment, by the failure of heIrs 
of the l\Ieerasd~trs, or other accidental circumstances, such as quarrels 
amongst brothers, or relations, a.bout the Jivision of their lands, which 
thf')' oft.f'l1 desirf'd to g1V~ up altogether rather than resign to each 
other any pal t of what they hdd to be their rights; or, perhaps, the 
poyerty of the Meerasdars, and declining state (,f the conntry, may 
have induced man): to give up their lands 

In suppurt of the conjecture that the whole of the lands was 
fonuc:rly !leeras, it nlay be observed that in many villages the 
\\ hole vf the land is still ~feera, and cultivated by Ueerasdars; in 
others, the whole is styled Meeras., and stIll stands-nnder the name of 
the Meerasdars, although part of it has become waste, or has reverteo 
to Government, and is cultivated by Sockwoostoos in consequence of 
the ab&ence of the MeerRadarR and their heirs, or other causes; ill 
many villages, which have long possessed Oopree lands, the field~ are 
i>till known by the nan:1e of the Meerasdar to whom they fOlmerly· 
helonged. 

Th~ Pat ails, Coolkurnees, Deshmook, Despandie, &c., hold 
_ W uttun lands in virtue of their office, Lut th'ey dIffer from !leeras 
lands, in that they pay flO rent, except in. most cases an Enam Tizaee; 
that they are ~tttached to the office, and may be sequestered by GQ-
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vcrnmCllt for ~ny offence, which MeerM land can~nt. un~eS$ rot very 
groat crimes, which involve the whole f~ilt of th~ Meernsda.ri The­
hta.ils a,nd Coolkurnees can,.however, sell pa.rt or the whol. oJ their 
Wuttuns 3.11d ~jghts to any' person, with the' permission of the peab­
mookh; and Dellpandics can dQ the same; The- .fa-taiL! a.nd Qool~ 
knrnees and Zemindara are ~ften al.'!o.M.cerasdars, as-well:as the hl"' 
ferior officers of the village. In SOffit) (1istti~ the :M:eeras buds pay 
a triellUia1. ta.x, called Meeras 'Putt~e .. but this i. only in _ the Povll.f' 
Sooba. and the districts of Jooneer and 800pa. It ;tloes not 'at ,pnce 
appear wby the Meeras lands should b~ ~·much ~orQ: yaluootban­
the Oopre~, !lince, if equal in extent and quality, _they ~ taxed 
~Jike, or ynther 1,1:)0 MeerasdM pays mor.: than the other, besides the 
M(:ora,q Pllttet',. a& he must ~y for th~ whole of his . lands, whetLt.'r 
('ultrvated or not; whereas it is only the Oopree,~d ~tnally culti-vat-: 
ed which is taxed. There is, how~ve't. lit~le doubt tha.t )teeras lands. 
though rated the same as 09pree, are actually Jil<ll'e prodtretivet 
owing either to thBll' having been all, at some periQd. !!eerM~ and 
,the Ooprce lands being Mglected, and baving 'becQUlO inferior; or to 
the advantages enjoyea by the MeeraAdars baving been sufficient to' 
fnduoo them to bestow labour apd expense in imP:O'Ying ~heit JaudA 
above Oopree: -for it appears that the Kumal of Me{\ra~ land, oncl? 
fixed, was not subject to any ca.Cjual. incrense, in ~9r,t8Qqtie1lCe of in~. 
-provement, as the Oopree was j and we 1l1ay add, th~ ,natUral .fitt:.tCh. 
lllent 'Of man to a.bitth-right handed llown to hint troQ1.his a.peestors, 
and of w hicb he was sure of onjoyi.ng the undisturbed ~ pos8t.>S1!iou" lUI 

well as the satisfaction uf being able to lea~'-to ni$ ... fa:!~r.~. inberi­
~nce which seems to have been alW8YlS respected ~ "evlmtry witt.'l'(' 
C\.cry other species of property is so extrenldy lmcel'taiu. : 1~ ;~ eer­
ta.i;p that., although the Native Government may have ~casit)nalty 
seized on Meeras land.s for its own purposes, it 'Was lookl:ld uJ>on, as a 
grea~ net of oppression; that in the ,tIme of Nana rU~ve~q,' when 
11e country was comparatively prosperOllS# and w¢h ~ultivated awl 
governed, Meeraa It;lJlds bore a much higher price tha~ du!fug the capri­
cious.and ,arbitrary Government of Bajee, Row; t~~.t~~ 'Me~~ laud", 
{u'e more lmpro'\'ed tha.n the rest; and that 11 !cty (.:hns~cra,ble t:'alue 
is set upon the ;possessioJi of them by all ,>t4a..<iseS' 'of ~ots.,'> Ii nny 
land, which was wanted for ,the purpOses of Gove~meut iUlppened to 
be Meeras, some .ot~er > ;06pree lands wet*,' gIven' in exchange~ :aud. 
perhal)S, in latter times nothing a.t all. 'nut, eVen Bajed n.o,,' a.1wa~ 
payed for 'ally M'eel'M lands which he wanted' for 'llis' <llm' 'uSe, and 
purchased them from-the Meera.sd~8~:generaJJY, ~t;ih~it'iJOW1;l priet\ 
like any ''Fvate. individual ~ Tpere. are 'i~st"l:nc'C$ ''''"M,~rasd~,~~vi~g 
,.refused hnn thell' }and. 0I!- 1lny ;conditions, and ~ bi~ '.beillg; ~~jged ,t.\l 
'Submit., ' '. .) , ". '., , , 

, ' 
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The Got'ero,ment was always \\illing to grant landa to the ryots 
QlI. ~e lfeer·8.$ ttl11Ul"e, 011 lla)'UtCL.t ~'f a K uzzur: this power Wa.3 III 

m~l < pa.rts of the country delegated t..1 t.he D~sbmooks and DCd­

P<4udies. and. eyen to the Patails and Koolkumees. No Sunnud was 
n:ql.lired. the mere registering of the gra.n.t in the village pape~ being 
usuall, sufficit'ntj any ryot, whose ancestors hoo cultivated a. spot of' 
Oopret' lan~i, for a certain perioJ, k S()mc places sixty. in ()then one 
L1lllured ye~, without interference from former lteerlkldars, became, 
in fact, the Meetasd~l.l"S of that land, without any further ~"al.I.tj should. 
however, the ae,sceudants of the furmer Meerasdar ~lain.. 4Ud make 
good their right Vtithin sixty or a. hundred years, a. p.'U"t of the land 
W8lJ restored t<l them, "and the l'cID::Under ('ollfi.ndett to the Meerasdar; 

• I 

after that pe:rio~ all fonner claims were supers~l~ C', 

The Government could gnuit Meeras lands in.};n.a,m to, other 
reoplEi. thil.t i~ 'the tevenue$ of the lands j but a&~it ~s(>..ssed 11.0 

rights, over. the "land itsel( it «)ould of course transfer now._ to the 
Euamdat. Instances of' dit.1>utes on this point h,l\ e occun,d, but 
have all'i&YS tt'nnina.ted in fa.YOlir of the Mcerasdar 7. 

,(Signed) " J. MACLEOD, 
General. 

(A hue Copy) 
(Signed) J MACLEOD. 



GI>?i€ral Abstract of Tuff'll. _ .... ' --.-----.-------;-- -------I Poona. Ahmednnggllr I S!i,mra 

EnaJU~ •••••.•••......••• 
Deuristhans ••• ..... 
Hl1rlristhans ..•.. 
WuJ'Shasuns •••.. 
Dewisthans and Wursha· 

SUliS (together) '" 
Nemnookll. ............. . 
Dhunnadars •..•••.•.••.... 
Doubtful Enams or Dhur. 

madars ..... .... .. .. .. 
Rozimadal"P .......... .. 
Peers .. poo ......... . 

MUlCellaneous allowances 
,(Ketta) ............. .. 
Khyra.ts ..... . ....... . 
Alk,wl\ll<,{'~ to Peers and 

Khyrat (t.ogcther) ...... . 
Balpururishee... .. ...... . 
Bllkshci.sh... .. .......... .. 
Dehujee ................... . 
Mezuanee ................. . 
Gardens ......... . • ••.•. 
Exemption (Maaf) . . ... 
Landa and Building& to 

Zetnindars, Bheels, &0. .. 
DItto addltiona.l (du\J bUul) 
!:ihet Sunnudee ...... .. 

Kd.ndc\IIr1,l\ Cal"Datw 
Pl,urudhanq 

JR~~"erB 

1------- - ------- ----- \ 1-- ----- - -------

Rs. a p. 

89,828 1 0 
74,058 1 6 
30,835 8 0 

2,432 4 0 

2,359 tI ° 
635 10 6 

360 0 0 
2,018 8 0 

275 a 0 
Hi ° 0 

15 0 0 
614 {) 0 

3'10 0 

181 6 0 

9,518 6 0 I 
190 8 

a. p. Rs. a p. 

6,54,491 5 :3 1,53,295 5 0 
49,862 4 ) 35,2~i 14 9 
17,638 14 ~ 4,705 2 ° 
20,517 0 0 9,724 4 6 

19.217 12 0 
23,758 0 0 

11,594 2 ~ 
27,709 2 I) 

2,123 8 6 

5,526 11 6 
4,528 11 ° 

5ti5 0 0 

6,835 " ° 
40,7u5 9 6 

20,162 2 0 

1,968 7 9 

63,/lIj6 14 3 
3,394 I·\) 

759 0 0 I 
290 0 0 I 

1,914 0 00 I 
100 0 

lL a p; Rs. a. I' Rs. cl .p 

40,543 11 3 12,43,5:':2 15 fJ, f,O,OiO 14 0 
3,926 7 0: 26,779 7 6 I 12,374 7 9 

401 0 0 i 1 
2,897 6 0 I 28,400 7 ., 13,2G9 4 6 

I 15,474 0 0 I 
1,Oi5 0 0 ,1,46,413 8 I), 

25 0 0 I 23,513 9 6 I 35,111 11 9 

6,626 5 9 j 3,364 0 I) 

193 8 9 80.543 4 6 

17,248 4 t) 

13,500 \) 6 

• •••• t 

...... 

27,112 6 9 
1,866 11 I, 

398 5 6 

28,160 14 6 

4,619 6 3 

5,475 13 

69 0 0 I 
o I 28,456 0 3(. I ',376 9 6 1,66,929 4 :<l I 552 8 

8,879 2 6 

Klttoor Taf60k TuT AI 

Ri'. <to p. Ro.. " p. 

8,060 I) 

5,~.95 0 

2,244 0 

o 11239,812 ! '3 
o I 2,07,883 11 J 

, 53,:;80 S '3 
o 79,4R4 10 3 

15,474 0 0 
1,75,899 8 0 
1.23,749 9 3 

31.756 4 9 
38.039 7 9 
86,847 5 6 

1,41,990 3 0 
102 0 0 23,407 1 9 

4,619 6 3 
2,037 5 6 

1104 9 0 
1,917 10 0 

100 0 0 
181 6 0 

69 0 0 

2,23,635 3 3 
552 8 0 
190 8 0 01 

f I I ___ I _____ , _____ I ______ ! ______ ' _____ _ 

Total ...... 2,13,340 8 0 8,43,008 5 ij i3,il,8S:i 9 6 I 90,813 12 0 117,64,317 0 9 11,52,785 13 0 I 16,001 ° 0 I 24.:i2,1:;Z 2 0 
: I I I 

POOlla., J18t AU{lul:f 1819. J MACLEOD 
(TruE' Cor)' ) 

J. )1 ACLEOD. 
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An Enam it; a free grant in perpetuity, without any imphed 
condition, except that in some instances !rd of the rent called Enam 
Tizaee is paid to Government, when it is not otherwise exprest"eu ill 
the Sunnud : an Enam is, in fact, private freehold, or not, according 
to the above condition, but by far most commonly, entirely freehold. 

Assignments in Surrinjam are held on the conditions of mihtary 
service, and are either as peI'8lmal pay, Zat Surrinjam, or for the 
support of troops, and the maintenance offorts called Fou~ Surrinjam. 

Dewusthan are revenues dedicated to the support of Pagodas, 
they are granted on all kinds of property, in various ways, and are 
considered permanent. 

Suwa.'>than is a place where a God is supposed to bo actuaily 
present, or incarnate; as, GUDpatty is supposed to animate the Living 
God at Chinchoor. Revenues dedicated to the support of such 
persons or temples are called Suwasthan, and are grants III perpetuity. 

The word Suwasthan is believed to be different from Suresthan 
(own place), which is applied to the ten-itories of petty Princes or 
Rajas, whose districts are considered entirely their own, and govemed 
independently by themselves, without any interference on the p.11 t of 
the Government. 

Wurshasuns are originally Teligious or cha.ritable pensions. paid 
either from the,Hoozoor trea.<;ury, in which case a Sunnud WdS not 
required, or. by graQ,ts on the revenues of the :Thlahals, or any particular 
parts of them, which were generally confirmed by Sunnud, and were 
considered as descending from father to son, being u~ually continued 
by the ¥amlutdars to the son, or immediate heir of the late incum­
Lent, on: application to that effect. It would appear, however, that 
on the death of the present incumbents, they may be resumed or 
disposed of at the pleasure of Government, and accordingly, on the 
Matnlutdar's reporting such circumstances, should there be no 
immediate heir, or should he be in any way considered unworthy, the 
Wurshasun is sometimes either reduced. or taken away altogether. 
In cases, however, wen~ Sunnuds have been granted, such exercise of 
power does no!, seem to have been usual. 

Rozeenadars are persons receiving a certain charitable donation, 
daily or yearly; these, together with allowance to Peers and 
Khyrats, were for the most part originally granted by the Moguls, and 
continued by the Yarra'tas. They seem to be considered nearly On 
the same footing with ,Wursh~uns, and to be permitted to go on 
without much interference. 

The same may also be said of Dhurmada.ws, which are chari­
table allowances to religious persons, or for religiolls purposes. And 
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13alpufwuribhces, which are generally pensions to the famiIie~ of per­
sons killed in the service. Dhurmadaws and BaIpurwurishees are 
usually granted on Sunnud, as are sometimes also Dehngees. 

Miscellaneous pensions or allowances, not coming exactly under 
any of the above heads, are called Killa; they are' in some cases 

,\confirmed by f;unnud, and considere~ pennanent. 

A NelJJnook is a fixed annual payment from any particular 
spc~lti('d soilrcc, whether in money or kind. 

An Itlakh is a payment either in money or kind from a puhlic. 
treasury or store. And a fixed annual payment (Memnook), frolt1 any 
pnblic treasury, is peculiarly called an Itlakh Nemnook. 

A N em nook, therefore, is a grant conferred on any perf;on as a. 
fixed annuity, either from the Hoozoor treasury for which Sunnud, 
were not issued, or from those of the Mahals, or out of any tlpecifi('(i 
source of revenue, for which regular Sunnuds were usually granted. 
Nemnooks were usually granted, either on account of past or pr,'sllllt 
services, or were fixed in lieu, or in part, of some other allow3,m'es 
formerly enJoyed. Their terms and duration seems to have clepmded 
very mucl) on circumstances: such a.<J' were confirmed by Sunnud were 
usually held to be permanent, though it would apppaJ:' that during 
the latc Paishwa's Government they were frequently l'f,duced. 

A detached village, which has by any circumbt,aii~es been separat­
ed fr(')m the Mahal to which it originally belonged, is called Phoolgaum, 
and sach villages in one district, or be10nging to one Pflrson, are 
generally classed together as a Mahal, under the name of the", J)hoo~­
gaum of such a district, or person. 

The allowances to Pagodas (Dewastan), or generally Itlakhs in 
ruoney or kind, from the treasury of the districts, and the quantities 
of grajn and other articles supplied. are expresRetl ill'" the regular 
.1Ccoup.ts; they are, however. not accurately fixed, but vary a httle 
from year to year, as the expenses of the Pagoda may recluirc, or 
other circumstances occasion; they seem, however, to be pretty con­
stant, and very rarely to have been resumed, 01' eVen reduced The 
utides supplied in kind are many and various: they are usually 
convert(}d into money, at tho average prices of the diflerent years. 
from whence the particulaJ,' accounts arc ta!en; and the differences 
from year to year are so small as l,lot to be worth any thing. 

(True Extract) 

(Signed) J. :MACLEOD. 
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The HOQzoor Duftur is the records of Go>ernment, as ~g:l't~rM 
by the Got"ernment offiC':?'rs. In it were kept all acoounts of the fe~Pll't 
and expenditure ('fthe ~wnueg of the S:at~, whether the realizations 
fn'hl the prorinC'~s. or from 1fL3.t€'l""er source; the expenses of tr<)Ops, 
€3ta'blishments, Emms, and every Fpecies of grant, gift, and mon~y 
tram.l('ti(:,u, 'whatever, eXCi!l)ting only the pri.ate affairs c,f the Prince, 
(·r such accounts as it suited net the interest of indiriduaJ.s in power, 
tt,) le..lye on r&..'Ul'd. 

I • 

Tile Duftur was kept "'ry complete till the time of Bajet' Row. 
",hV& srbitrary and capricious Go.ernment found little Mnntage 
in k~ping a. C-JIToct record of its proceedings; and beside~ in the 
farming system. which he adoptM, the advantage of registering the 
a.ct5 of the revenue sern.nts of Goveinment, W'as ill a great m~"'UI'e 
lutit, as it existw unJ€-f foriller Pai'ihwaa; it was a wry extensive 
establiEhment, ronsisting of about 200 Karkoons, and divideJ int.o 
s.::venl .J~partments, for the nrious branches of businesa; the who:~ 
was under the Hoozoor Furnan~€g, anJ "'83 geuerally d.u;tinguishe I 
into Chatle Duftur and Ek Berij Duftur, besides the PotnuY'ee'l1 
Duftur. treasury. and other departments.. not immediately connected 
v.ith rey('oue 8-I.."X:OUUts. 

The est.aLlishment of the Chatle Duftur was always the Fur­
nayees, for the tr:lli..."!lction of current business; that of the Ek Berij 
Duftu.r was always at Poona, it b€ing more particularly for the 
arrang .. ment, registry, and d~posit of accounts. 

Th~ l.usiness of the (,btl~ Dufbrr was distributed amongst the 
diff~rent branches, 8.3 the ]fur, Behera, Surinjam, &c. 

The Fur was the immooiate office of the FurnaY'e-es, from whence 
were issued all grants.. Sunnuds, and orders; and to which were 
r<:ndereJ all accounts required for the infonnation of the Furnavees 
from the other departments.. Here all accounts wert' examined.and 
pas.3-",d by the Furnavees; a.nd day-book.:> or journalR (Rozkirdc:) ~";:re 
kept of all transactions that occurred; of all SUID3 paid. or received; 
of all grants or appointments made. or resumed. 

The Behera. department received the &CCOlmta from the districts 
which ,,-ere made up into official forms. (or the· inspections of the 
Furnavees, as Tullehunds. .Azmaish, &hera. &c. The TulIebund 'us 
a complete abstract of the actual receipt and expenditure of the 
reVf-nues for the past year. from it was framed the Azmaish, or 
estimate for- the next, or current year. This W8.8 a rough estimate 
compared with the &hera. which was a corrected statem~nt of all 
known receipts, and of all fixed authorized ex~nJi~ure. and formed 
the ha.;;is of collection for the current year. 

14& 
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The SunnJam department was charged with the ac.counts of all 
Surinjams, Enams, &r;. ; ill short, aJl Doomalla whatever. 

, £C81.1(3"; these, were the department of accounts generally 
(AI""),!) of Imhtary lexpenses and contributions (Waree), and such 
lIke, The:;e arrangments, however, varied with the pleasure of the 
fllr.hcwees, or the lmsiness that might occur. 

In thE: Ek Berij Duftur at Poona were received, arranged, and 
deposIted all accounts from 1:he other department<g, and from them 
Were fr8,med abstracts of the total receipts, expenditures, and balances 
of Government, on all accounts, for the year (called Turjuma) also 
}~hutaurie(>s, which are abstracts of all kinds of expenditure arranged 
a,lrhahetically under their proper headJ, in the manner of a ledger; 
and, in short, the whole of the revenue and financw'l transactions of 
the State were registered and arranged, and their accounts deposited 
in this office. 

The genelal contents of t.he Duftur under the Paishwas may be 
descrit.ed as follows, vjz, all accounts rendered to the Government, 
of the revenue and expenditure of the districts, with the settlct,lents 
of them by Government; the accounts of districts rendered by the 
heredltary dil3trict officers. and those of villages by village officers, of 
farms, of customs, &c. ; accounts of all alienations of the public reva.­
nne, whether Surinjam, Enam, or otherwise, of the pay, rights, and 
ImvilE.ges of the Governrllent and village officers; ar.counts of the 
strength and pay of troops, and the expenses of all civil, military, and 
leligious establishments. In the Rozkirds were registers of all reve­
nue transactions generally, together with all grants and payments, 
and more particularly the accounts of all contributions and exactioua 
levied on forejgn state'}. The whole of which were considered ana 
exhibited in one comprehensive view in the TUIjamas. The records, 
however, were probably not complete to the extent described. It ioi 
said, that Nana Furnavees introduced the greatest improvements into 
the Duftur, aH he did in the transactions of accounts in general; anti 
durin~ his administration, viz., from about 1765, with the exception 
of a few years up to 1796, it was kept with much regularity. :From 
th~ accession of Bajee Row the regular receipts and deposit of ac­
count., in the Duftur was not only much neglected, but its estahlh,h­
ment was almost entirely done away, and people were even permitted 
to carry away the records, or do with them what they pleased The 
Duftur was in consequence much mutilated, and thrown int.o grea.t 
confusion. • 

After the occupation of Poona, id November 1817, the records 
were found in different places, in a state of the utmost disorder; hut, 
considelIDg all circumstances, tolerably complete for a period of 88, 
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years i tha.t is, fro:.1 1130 (ai) AD. 1729 incuh!ive, up to the breaking 
ou. of the war, with the exception of a. blank of about 7 years, viz., 
from 1157 (1757) A.D. to 1163 (1763) AD. inculsive, of which most 
of the records were burnt when Poons. was taken by the Moguls; 
for the 27 years preceding this blank, the .Duftur is moderately per­
fect, and for the 32 succeeding years, up to 1179 (1796) A.D, the ac­
cession of Bajee Row, the records are neMly co~nplete. particularly 
from 1774, when Nana Furnavees came into full power, but during 
J..he reign of Bajee Row, the last 21 years, they' are by no means full. 

It is doubtful how far the accounts in the Duftur may be de~ 
pended upon as true and candid statements; it is probable that they 
were often manufacture.d to answer the purpose ofindividuals: a very 
remarkable degree, however, of consistency and relative accuracy is to 
be found in the accounts for many years, such as must have required 
no small industry to effect, and the more ability if the statements 
are actually false. 

Since the foundation of the Duftur establishml,nts, under the 
Commission, the. Duftur has been completely examined and arranged 
into separate dl.StricUJ. and mostly also into Pergunnahs, and its ar­
rangement by years a.lso is in considerable progress. Full and com­
plete statement:; of all allowances, as Surinjam (Fouz and Zat) Tynat 
and such like, have been made out, and also lists of all Enalili 
Dewusthans, and Suwustan, Dhurmadaws. Kitta, Wurshasun, N em­
nooks, Noz.een~ars, Whyrats, allowances to Peer-s and Fuqueers, and 
Mosques, Ba.1punwunshN, Ma.ai.Bukshish, Delengee, Mezwanee, Gar­
den, and Sunudee Lands, 'Wuttun Lands, of Zemindars, and for the 
Deccan, Carnatic, and Khandeish, and the Paishwa's Provinces in the 
:':fizam's Country, which have also been translated, and forward~d in 
Mahratta and English to the Collectors. Similar lists of the Concan 
and Guzerat are in progref:Js ; the Dufturs of the Concan' fOl the last 
ten years have been sent to Bombay. Abstracts of the produce, reduc­
tions. and net revenue of the whole country during the last year of 
Bajefl Row, have been framed by districts, Pergunnahs, and Mahals, 
and in more than half the country by separate villages. For the 
purpose of a.uthenticating the above lists, each item hal; been compared 
with the accounts of the two different periods, viz.t the latest in the 
Duftur, from whence it was taken, and another, of from 15 to 20 
yean preceding, and very often three or tour different periods ~f 
accounts have been compared; the, accurate correspondence which has 
been observed among them is very remarkable. In many cases th~ 
particular dates and circumstances of the original grants have belt 
examinedt and with a view to the final and ready adjustment of any 
disputed title, and to ensure immediate refercDce, a.n extract has been 
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made from the Duftur, particularly the Nazkirds, of the date and 
authurity of all grants whatever, and of all forfeitures or restorations of 
grants from the beginning of the Duftur to t.he year 1776, and is now 
in Progress towards the present time. It is arranged alphabetically 
by the names of grantees, like native Khatawnee, containing under 
each the date, circumstances, and particulars of all Sunnuds. grants or 
allowances, that were made, resumed, or restored by Government. 
This has been a work of much labour, but when finished, will furm a 
table of authentic reference, by which any question ()r doubt, whicq 
may at a future time arise, can at once be settled. 

Besid~s the records immediately con-nected with revenue, frem 
which much matter still remains to be extracted, the Duftur contains 
many materials of curious general informa.tio'n.. Thus the series of 
accounts of the districts and villages afford a view of the comparative 
state of cultivation and improvement, and assessment of the country 
at different times. Those of the armies and establishment, and par­
ticularly the Rozkirds, shew the progress of the Marratta conquests 
and dominion, and the most important acts and events of their Govern­
ment j and the Turjummas furnish complete statements of their ge-
neral wealth and resources. . 

(Signed) J. MACLEOD. 
(True Copy) 

(Signed) J. MACLEOD. 
Poona., 15th Sept. 1819. 

Translation oj a Yt:id oj a Niwarputr (.A ~I)(t?'d). 
Draught of a Niwarputr to Moodogee Nayk Nimbulkur, Des­

mookh of Praut Phultan. 

y au c~e to the presence at PooJlundhur, and stated as follows: 
"My great Grandfather, Beejajee Nayk, had four sons: the eldest 
"Mahadajee'Nayk, the second Gookajee Nayk, the third Wungajee 
"Nayk, and the fourth Moodhajee Nayk; thr~ of these died without 
"isslJe. Moodhajee Nayk had two wives, the-elder Sewaw, the younger 
"Jewaw. First Jewawhadachild, Janojee Nayk, and afterwards Sowaw 
"had a son, named Beejajee Nayk. Madajee Nayk, the eldest son of the 
"first, Beejajee Nayk,p,ossessedthe Jageerofthe Purgunna of Khuttaw, 
"'and other Mahals. and resided at the Thana of Khuttaw which belong­
"ed to him. MadaJee Nayk took (the young) Beejajee Nayk for hi$ 
,< adopted SOD.; and died at Gw&leree.' The Wuttun and Jageer were 
~ontinued to Beejajee Nayk, and afterwards the deceased 1hahoo 
U Maharaj gave Rajees Bye in marriage to Moodhojee, Nayk, son of 
It Janojee Nayk. and the Maharaj desired Janojee Nayk's father to give 
.. him a village fot his subsiste~ce. Ilis father. however. would. not 
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" comply, 'but was offended, and went into the Mogul's country after 
.. him; Janojee Nayk and his son Moodhojee Nayk enjoyed the JfJgeer. 
"At that time the 'Vuttun was held by my Goomasta. I returned to 
CI my Wuttun about 20 or 22 years after the death of the father of 
« Beejajee Nayk, in the Moguls' country, alld during the life time of 
"Moodht~ee Nayk, who then gave me in the Pagoda ms swoId and 
"shield and place, as his elder, anu was about to give up the Wuttun 
" to me, when he died; en this the deceased :Madhoo Row Pundit 
f( Prudhan confirmed to me, by '\Vuttun and Jageer, which I abcording. 
"ly enjoyed for 6 or 7 years. But during the t.rpubles whicI;t occured 
"on the death of Narrayan Row Pundit Prndhan, Suggoon~bye, wife 
.. of Moodhojee Nayk, got the Wuttull and Jageer for herself, a.nd now 
" enjoys possession of them. But I am the elder in the Deshmookhee. 
H I have never to this day sha.red my 'Wuttun with any of my younger 
"relations; I make the main allowance for, their support, but do not 
H allow them to interfere. I now pray that orders may be given for 
« my rights, which have existed for many years, being restored, and 
"continued in the same way for the future." 

Moodojee Nayk bin Beejajee, with their seals, &c., addressed to 
Beejajee Nayk bin Maha.rajee Nayk. Upon this an order was given to 
Suggoona Bye to Bend an agellt on this affair to tbe presence, and 
Nursew Row Konher was sent by her for this purpose. Nursew Row 
Konber asserted that Madajee Nayk had never adopted Beejajee 
Nayk, that M('odajee Nayk i8'~the son, Beejajee Nayk the younger 
brother of J anojee N ayk, who was the father-in-law of the Bye, 
and the eldest son of tbe first Moodojee Nayk, and Moodojee Nayk 
has therefore no claim to seniority. Having stated this, he produced 

• a "Muhuzur, with its seals, &c., naming Beejajee Nayk bin. Moodhojee 
Nayk, upon which the papers of both parties were examined in the 
Hazoor. Meejales Moodhojee Nayk produced his papers, and in his 
Rajputr and Muhuzur appea.red the name of Beejajee Nayk bin 
Madajee Nayk; and Nursew Row Konher produced his Muhuzur, in 
which was written Beejajee Nayk bin Moodojee Nayk. As no decision 
could be formed from the papers of the two parties, therefore you 
(Moodojee Nayk) were asked what is to be done now. On which you 
replied: Since no decision can be given on this Rajputr and Muhu­
zurs, let the DeshpandeysJ PatailsJ and Koolkurnees of the district be 
sent for and examined, and whatever decision is made on their 
evidence that I agree to o~ey. Nursew Row Kouber, having con. 
lilUlted with'the Bye, a~eredt Since Moodojee Nayk says that 
Madajee Nltyk adopted Beejajee at Khuttaw, and that he will prove 
this by the evidence of the inhabitants of Khuttaw, this evidence I 
agree to, on which an order was sent from GovernmeuG with some 
messengers to Khuttaw, who brought back some witnesess with them ." . 
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and some others who llappened to be here all their own affairs, were 
pointed out by you; at length 26 witnesses were examined, in the 
presence of both pariies, in the temple of Sopandew. These witnesses 
deposed that 8uggoona Bye had !,riven a letter to Bhiccajee Mankesh. 
wur. and sent him to them (the witnesses) desiring them to make 
enquiry and inform her whetner Mahadajee had adopted Beejajee 

,Nayk or not; and that Bhiccajee Mank(JShwur had told them many 
matters besides, from whIch they understood the busmess. In reply 
to this, they Wl'ote that they would not interfere in the business; that 
she. would be informed of the whole by Bhiccajee Mankeshwur him­
l:Ie}C. After this they (the deponents) came to Sassoor, when they took 
an Abbye Putr (writing of security or indemnity) from Rajshree 
Moodojee Nayk, who engaged, that as they had been brought to the 
presence to give evidence respecting his Wuttun, should any tro~h1e 
ever arise, to them regarding the matter, he should be answerable for 
it; that the deponents had made out a. writing amongst themselves 
(Sunaputr) that whatever Sooltanjee bin Manajee and Sooltanjee Lin 
Byhorjee, Purturey Deshmooks, should say, they would all swear to i to 
this they all agreed. These papers they brought and produced to the 
SlTcr.r, upon which they were all closely cross-examined by the 8ircar 
in th'3 following ma.nner: "What was the reason that you wrote 
"these letters to Suggoon~ Bye and the Nayk, and made such an 
" agreement amongst yourselves? what reliance can we now place on 
"your testimony, without an oath 1 " You must dis~d this paper 
If of YOUl'S, and speak the truth." They were then taken to the. 
Mundup of three 80pandew at Sassoor, and interrogated in the 
following order: Roule Kassea Deshpandy, Kussu Doorga. Deshpandy, 
Jewajee Koombhar, Byherjee Koombar, Gangajee Koombhar, 800b­
hanjee Lohar, Shaitu Mahar, Dawya Mahar, Satwa Ma.har. Mulg;' 
Mahar, 8nkhojee 800tar, Sedhojee Sootar, Bhiccajee Gooreew. 
Tookojee Goonea, Ohunda Nawree. Janojee Nawree, Anajee Chambar, 
Hirojee Chambar; these abo\Te 18 persons gave a writing that they 
knew not whether Beej~jee Nayk adopted a son or not. Sooltanjee 
bin ,Byhetjee Deshmookh, Tookojee vullud Ranojee Pureet, 
Vyenkajee Ginnajee Pulhee, Hussen 8baik Huzrut Kazee, Dongraijee 
Naykwarry, Tazkhan Naykwarry, Bhik Joshi, in allS persoM, gave & 

writing, that their ancestors ,had t.oId them that Mahadajee Nayk had 
adopted Beejajee Nayk. They were then asked, what reason their 
ancestors had for telling them 1 On whicn the Deshmookhs wrote in 
answer, that a quarrel about their 'V uttun. had formerly been refen'ed 
to Phultun, and that they had gone with theix: fathers to Beejajee 
Nayk, when their fathers had told them. This evidence they sub­
scribed; they were not influenced by the Sunaputr which they had 
before sit,rned. That the son ha4 been adopted ~a.s true i upon this 
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Nnrsew Row Konher named seven ~'itnesse."I of Khuttaw, viz., Sur~­
roopjee bin Phukeerjee, Bhurturey Deshmookh, Khunds Juwajee 
Deshpandy. OO<)~Joor Sha wullud Mwllksha Kazee, Lingojee wullud 
RowlojefJ N;J,ykCtra, Baboo bin Bhlcca.jee Pureet, Soola.n wullud 
Manekh~1.U Mootana, BhoojWlga. bin Gang~,jee Sumpee, in all seven. 
These persons "l13ra examined in pre.3ence of the parties, in the PagOOil. 
of Nanayndew. n'3af Poonandhur. in the followingma~er:- ' 

Srowroopjee- bin Fukeerjee Bhurturoy Deshmookh deposed tha.t 
a paper on this 'mbject from Sagoona Bye had been received in Ms 
village. That he had enquired of the Bullootees, &c., who rE'pli~d 
in writing. that they knew not whether Madajee Nayk h3o1 
adcpted Beejajee Nayk or not. This very paper .the witness pro­
duced; on which the witnesses were cross-examined, anJ again 
desired te· spe-u the truth. The witnesses again gave a. written de­
claration: tha.t they knew not, nor had their fathers ever told them, 
whether a son had been adopted or not. The substance of this 
evidence md of the Sunaputr was mentioned to Nursew Row Konher. 
and it was remarked that 8 persons had given testimony against him, 
and not one for him; to which he teplied : (C or the twenty-six persons 
II who hit! agreed to swear any thing, 18 ha.ve deposed to nothing, 
"and eight have given evideU(;e for the opposite party; but I 
« \vill not admit their testimony unless the witnesses are brought to 
." J ejooree, an~ sworn on the tortoise of the God; if he shall confirm 
(f their truth, th-cm will I admit it. 'and I shall not desire to call any 
"othE'r witnesses from Phultun." A Ra.zeenama was required by 
Government to this effect. To this Konher also agreed, but said he 
was the clder party; tha.t 1'lhatevet the Sirear ordered, he would 
re.1.dily obey; but that the Bye had not given any Tukrar or Zamm, and 
therefore he could not now give a Razeenamit. The Razeenama. was 
not further insisted on. but as N~ew Row had desired that the 
witnesses should be sworn on the tortiose at Jejooree, and promise to 
admit their evidence; and had requeste.,lthe Sircar's consent. Accord­
ingly the 25 witnesses, out of the whole !38, whQ ~ould depose to no­
thing, were, with the consent of both parties, dismissed. The remain­
ing 8 were sent by Government, with Moro Hurree, and also the 'f.ut­
tundars of some other Mahals, and on6 Mahratta for each of the 
parties to J ejooree. On their arrival there, in tIle presence of Bapoojee 
Mahadew Namzada, and the Karkoons and Patail and Koolkurnee, 
and Poojarees, and Langees, &c., of Jejooree j Ilnd Magojee Taura on 
the part of the Bye, and on your's 'R.uusing, o~ the 15th Kartik, saw 
the witnessea bathed, and all th~ marks on their bodies were carefully 
noW, and the circumstances and marks. the Q,1Curence or appearance 
of which on their bodies within ten nights waS to prove the falsehood 
of their oath, aec.ording to custom, were also written dqwu ; holy water 
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was then placed on their heads, and sandal-wood on their forehead, 
and a necklace of flowers about t,heir necks, and the witnesses were 
tLen separately cross-examined on the tortoiRe of the God, whether 
Mahadajee Nayk had adopted Beejajee Nayk or not, and abjured to 
speak the truth, on which they declared in writing on the tortoise, 
tha,t Mahadajee Nayk had adopted Beejajee Nayk; that this thetr 
Forefathers ha.d told theJll, and this was true. This writing was con­
firmed by the 8 witnesses, then laid before the shrine of God, (lnd 
brought back and given to Moro Hurree. It was then brought down, 
alung with the witnesses to the village, in presence of the Mabratta.'I, 
and placed in the Kutcheree, and watched day and night for ten 
clay,; ; once a day, the witnesses were brought befol'e the God, and 
then carried to the Kutcheree, and there in presence of the two Mar­
rattas examined, whether any of the ttlark!i should be found on their 
bodies, on being found pure, a certificate was written every day, and 
the witnesses were dismissed to their houses. In this manner the 
ten days passed. The witnesses underwent this trial, according to 
their oath, and were proved true; and Moro Hurree returned to the 
presence with the witnesses, and a certificate to the above effect, from 
Ba,pooJee Mahadew Namzada; and the Karkoons and Patails and 
Koolkumees of Jejooree Nagojee; the Mahratta on the pa.rt of Sug­
goon a Bye had gone away privately on the seventh night of the trial. 

The whole circumstances of the oath were investigated and duly' 
considered in the Hoozoor Cutche1'l'j'1 in presence Of N ursew Row 
Konher, and it appeared clear that the witnesses from Khuttaw had 
proved the truth of their oath on the tortoise of the Gnd. The right 
of seniority of Moodhojee Nayk to the Deshmookhee was clearly prov­
ed, and the claims of the Bye, asserted by Nursew Row Konhf',f, 
were proved to be false; on which this letter has been written to you, 
that you may obtain possession: you are the chief Deshmookh of 
Phultun, the whole of the Wuttun of the Deshmookhec, with its 
rights, benefits, and .privileges and Enam lands, and usufruct, &c, as 
they belonged to your ancestors, and have descended to you, are here­
by chnf1rmed to you and your heirs and descendants for ever; may 
you enjoy them, and live in peace and comfort. Suggoonabye and 
your other cousins in the Desbmookhee must remain in subjection to 
your authority, a<lcording tQ 'custom; they have no claim to E>upe­
riority. 

For this purpose this letter is written to the Nayk. 

. In this manner also are written three other letters, containing a 
brief extract of the above. viz., one to the Deshadhikaree and Lik­
heck Wurtuman Bhawe.e, one to the ~bpandy, a.nd one to the 
Mokuddums of the village; of ~hese copies only to be left with the 
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above persons, the original to be delivered to Moodhojee Nayk for 
his security, 

The above four letters to be written dated 24th Julkhad Marg-
81mh Sood Sun 1178, A.D. 1777-8. Poona, 10th September 1819. 

True traI!.ll1~tion, (Signed) J. MACLEOD. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) J. MACLEOD. 

TRANSLATION OF A SAROUNSH. 

Jeewajee Bhandaree ·t,'er8'U8 Ta.toj~ aij.d &lwajee and AppaJe~ 
Bhundaree, in the matter of the right to the Chowgoolkee and cer­
tain lands of the villages of Wudhoo and Aptee, in the Sircar J oonur 
This dispute having been referred to the presence, and the Tukml' Ded<Lfdtloll, sec un-

, -- ::t h f bo h . h . b ak . .. tv and exaOllnatlon. Zam,tn a'IUC, POO'rse.eS 0 t parties avmg een t en m wntlDg, .' 
and each having produced his papers in support of bis case, the 
following is the Sarounsh Soor Sun 1169, A.D. 1768-9. 

The substa.nce of the Tukrar. Poorseesh, of Tatojee, &c, Bhun. 
dal'ies. 

Our original ancestor was Tan3.jee, 'whwe SOl). was Tatojee, whose 
son was Mowjee, whose son W3S Tookojee, who had seven sons, foul' 
of whom left n~ issue; of the three others, the eldest was Mowjee, 
the second Suntojee, and ~e third Mukhajee. The descendants of 
Mowjee are still in the country. anti their history shall be enquired 
into and communicated. Of the sOO4,)nd son, Sunlajee. ale descended 
one son, Tatojee, whose ~on, Gomajee, had two sons, the elder of whom, 
Lhiccajee, had three' sons, Tatojee, Sumbajee, and Mahadajee; of 
these Sumlajee left no ist.'Ue, the other \wo are still alive. GOInajee's 
second son, Mllkajee. had two sons, Plti'ingojfle and Gonjee, who are 
still alive. Of Mukajee, the third son of Tovkojee, are descended a. son, 
Dussojee, whose son, Rukojee, had two sons. the elder of whom, Muko­
jee, had two s()ns, Sulwajee and B9ohhanjee, WJlO are now alive. 

This is OUl' genealogy; we know of no common ancestor of J ewa­
jee's and ours. Our ;,wcestor is Tanajee. and he had enjoyed from 
early times the Chowgoolkur of Wudhoo. The m~ther of Tanajee 
left her village and went to Nergoorsur ~ at this time Tanajee imd his 
brother Myajee were children; «;»n their growing up, they began to 
enquire of their mother where their Wuttun was. She replied, our 
Wuttun is the Chowgulkee and 3 S~gunnees of land of Wudhoo. 
On. hearing this information, Tanajee went to W udhoo ; bu t the viI,.. 
lagers would not admit him ; and Ta.najee began 1 i) vent his reveng~ 
in a.cts of injury towards them. At this tilnf Musket pata.U, pf 

15 E 
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Aptee, and Kaley and Sewley, Patails of Wudhoo,joined together and 
rescued and brought back from Tanajee a herd of cattle which he was 
driving away; upon which Tanajee began to commit violence upon 
the people of Aptee. .After this )Iuskey Patail, of Aptee, gave Ta.na­
jee 6 Suzgunnees of Thull land, and having taken him over, made 
him his brother; and Kalley and Sewley, Patails of W udhoo, gan Ta-

.\ najce 4 Suzgunnees of their own Thull land and a house, and talked 
him over, and restored to him also 3 Suzgunnees of land, which Lad 
originally belonged to him. Tanajee and his brother Tatojee enjoyed 
the' whole of these lands, until Tatojee was killed by Bhullajee Go­
masta of Muskey, Patail of Aptee ; upon this Mewjee, the son of Ta­
tujee, fled to the country and died there, tea.ving a son Tokajee, who 
returned to Aptee and obtained his Wuttun and land and house from 
Dhuggeg Patail. Kanojee Bhundaree then complained that he waa 
the descendant of Tanajee, but the whole village and the Koolmooes 
(If twelve other villages testified that Tokajee was the true descen­
dant of Tanlljee, and that Kanojee was not. A judgment was giVOl, 
and a Muhuzar (testimonial of right) of the Chowg90lkee was given 
to Tokajee, and 1 Suzgunnee of land to Kanojee. From thenceforth, 
the Chowgoolkur of Aptee and 5 Suzgunnees of land and a house 
have been enjoyed by the family, before Tookojee; the Chowgoulkur 
of Aptee did not belong to ns. 

J ewojee Bhundaree is no blood relation of ours. His ancestor, 
Rahojee, and ours, Mahoojee, had a dispu!e ; since wh!ch time Ra.hoo­
jee has possessed the Chowgoolkee of Wudhoo; whether it belonge(i 
to them before Rahoojee, we do not k~ow; nor whether Mahoojee, 
son of Tokjee, enjoyed the Chowgoolkee of Wudhoo; but he certainly 
ppssessed and lived in the house, between the houses of two Sewle:; s 
in W udhoo, and had 4 Suzgunnees of land, but of which his ancestor 
had before given nine Rookhas to Vetal; there remained 15 Rookha$ 

~ 

of land, which Mahoojee enjoyed. Rahoojee then began to quarrel 
with Mahoojee about the land, saying. that he was his brother, and 
ough~ to have half tlte land; both of them were much distressed by 
this quarrel; at length, Herjee Patail, of Wudhoo, reconciled them to 
each other, and gave 8 Rookhas out of the 15 to Rahoojee, and the 
remaining, 7 Rookhas, were enjoyed by Mahoojee. The certificate of 
this partition was lost, and Rahvojee began to complain again, on 
which Mahoojee left the village, and is still in the country. One 
Suzgunnee of land of Aptee had been given to Kanojee, besides 
which he had enjoyed for many years, from our grandfather, another 
Suzgunnee of Thull land. 

During the reign of the Padshas, the ancestor of J ewjee, his 
grandfather or great-grandfather, by name Kumlojee, was a. man of 



APPENDtx. xxxvii 

power, and had cultivated the whole of the lands of Wudhoo and Ap­
tee. -At that time Tushnef had been sent by the Padsha to him for 
the Chowgulee ; of which half was given to Sewley Chowgulee, and 
}~alf kept by Kumloojee, for this reason, that the daughter-in-law of 
Dhuggey, who had been seized and carried off 00 the lIoghuls Tanna 
of Sikarpoor, had been recovered and brought back by Kumlojee, OIl 

which account he (Dhuggey) had· bestowed his Chowgulker of Aptee 
. by writing on Humlojee, who therefore kept half the Tushnef; be­
~ides this he had other claim of possession. A quarrel between his 
family and ours ha.9 existed in the village, but we ha.ve enjoyell pos­
session. The village of Aptee was given by the Sircar to Gopul Row 
Bunvey; at that time Jewjee and Mukajee cultivated ollr lands, and 
from that time our quarrel has continued. 

Being questioned on the Tukrar of Jewjee, Jatojee, &c., reply 
.. that on the quarrel between Jewjee's ancestors, Rahoojee and .Ma­
.. hoojee. Rahoojee went through an ordeal, in SUppOl·t of his ,being 
.. the true heir of Tanajee, and not Mahoojee, the circumstances of 
n these are as follows" :-

Rahoojee and Mahoojee, having quarrelled, went to Moheree; 
when the ordeal was undergone, by Rahoojee's having 1 ubbed over 
rus hand the leaves of a. Wanusputtee (Plant); on this Mahoojee went to 
Jeejaw at Sattara., and brought an order from her to the village, that 
the ordeal shodd be performed again; but Sewley Mohuddum hav­
ing taken them both over, divided the 15 Rookhas of land of Wudhoo 
equally between Rahoojee, and of the 3 Suzgunnees of land he gave 
71 Rookha.9, in 15 Rookhas, to Mahoojee, and also a house situated 
h!!tween the Sewleys. The sons of these two lived in amity. Rahoo­
jee Wa.9 told that the papers respecting the Thull of Moheree, and 
the other from Sattara, and the p!'l.pers respecting the 15 Rookhas of 
land had been thrown into the Beema; but whether they had been 
got from Dadjee, or not, Wa.9 unknown. We know not of any Ma­
buzur respecting a dispute between Jewjee Bhundarry and Goonajee 
Bhundarry i from the ti!lle of ordeal ,the property of Wudhoo 'only 
has been enjoyed by J ewjee, but none of Aptee ; J e"'.iee has no claims 
on Aptee. 

The suootance of the Tukrar. a.nd examination of Jewjee Bhun­
darry. 

My ancestors were Soonajee, a.nd Kumlajee, who were brothers. 
Soonajee bad two sons, the elder Chahoojee, and the second lfahoojee ; 
Chahoojee had a son, Wittojee, whose son was Kintojee, whose son 
was Sewjee, whose son was Somajee. Somajee had two SODS, Rahoo­
jee and Khewjee, who left no issue; but Rahoojee had five sons, Jew­
jee, Gogajee, Kumlojee, Somajee, and J ewajee i the- eldest J ewjee had 
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four sons, the eldest PaJdojee, ~he second Yeemajoo, the third Kano­
.lee, the fourth Bhanjee ; of them, three had no iltflue j but. Y eema:ie~ 
haJ four sons, the eldest Oodajee, the second Ranojee, the third Jew­
Jee, the fourth Mowjee, who bad no is."lue. Gogajee, second flOn ot' 
Hahoojee, had four sons, Hawjee, Sutanajee, and Bawajee: l~awjee 
had two 'Ions, Tanajee and Yessajee had two sons, Wallojee and Gon­
jee, who are both still alive; the third son Suntajee had als(j tW() 

sons, Mankajee and Raghojee, woo are also living, tho fourth SOil 

Bawjee is still living. KUllllojee, third son of Rahoojee, had four 
.,~nR, one of whom died without issue; there remained three, Ramjee, 
Mahadje-e, and Sumbhajee. Ramjee had a son, named Tawjee; DOW 

living. Mahadjee had three sons, one of 1l"hom is dead; tho remain­
iug two, Janowjee and Nowjee, nre still living. Sumbhajee had ODO 

don, Kbllndajee, who is also alive. Somajee, fourth son of Rahoojp-I.\ 
had four sons, 1st, Sutwajee; 2nd, Soobhanjee; :lrd, KossaJee; 4th. 
Tanaje-e, all of whom are now alive. JewaJee, fifth son of Raho£1e£', 
had also four sons, Maljee, Dhaujee, Shetyajee, and Kowjee, who 
are still living. Mahoojee, secohd son of the original Samajec, Ilttd 
a son named Tatojee, who had a son named Mahoojee, whose HOd 

\\'a8 Kanajee, who died without issue. 

The original Kumlojee, the second brother, had a son named 
Ramjee, who had a son, ~Iyajee, who had two sons, Kurnlojee and 
Bawajee, the former of whom died without issue; and Bawajee had 
two sons, Ramjee and Mahadjee, who both left'the country.' 'rlliB i'l 
my gencn.logy. 

My original ancestors, Samajee and Kumlojeo, had obtaine(l 2! 
Rookhas of land-altogether, 9 Chawur of the village of Wudhoo. Ab. 
bajee Patell had given them this land, and the Chowgoolhee of the 
village. Bhulloe Patell, of Aptee; had given Suzgunnees of land in 
Wuttun to them, in whieh Tanajee obtained the Chowgulkee, allow­
ed his lands to fall waste, and brought from the Kallewarry Tookojee 
Bhundarry (a brother by surname) to assist him in the cultivation of 
the land, and gave him 7 Bookhas of his land of Wudhoo; he also 
gave 7 Rookhas to Kanojee Bhundarry, and 6 Rookhas to Mana­
jee Bundarry, and 9 Rookhas to Tanajee Vitab, and 4- Rookhas to 
Kanajee Khoostie. In this manner, Kumkojee and Jewjee gave 
their lands to these 5 persons, and made them their brothers, but 
they were not relations by blood; after this there remained to them­
selves 12i Suzgunnees of land; of this some more was given to per­
sons, of whom no heirs now remain. My great grand-father, fuhoo­
joe Bhnndarry, also shared 6 Suzgwmees of land of Aptee, for the 
~ake of maintai~g its cultivation, in the following manner:' To Jew­
Jee, soh of KanoJee, he gave 6 Rookhas . to Mawiee s3n of Tokooiee 

, '" , OJ , 
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9 Rookhas; to GoonJjee Bhundan'y, his blood rela.t.ion, 6 Rookha.q; 
after dividing the lands in this manner, Rahoojee kept the ~ma.ining 
15lwokha.s for his own use. Since the administration of Dhabarey, 
Tatojee and Shahojee made a complaint, and seized and confined my 
grand-father and uncle, and commanded them to have no intercourse 
with lIukajee and 13hiccajee j since then "the family have enjoyed 
possession, but the Tushneef has remained with the Pateil, which 
used formerly to be givt}n to us. On a former -<>ccasion, when the 
Padsha's Tushneef was sent to Aptee, my ancestor, Kumlajee, had a 
dispute with Sewley, sa.ying that the half Chowgoolkee was his, and 
he would take half the Tushneef, on which the question was taken 
up by caste at Toolapoor, and the Patell of Aptee brought Sewley 
and Cumloojee with him, as the Chowgoolees, into the Pagoda: on 
which the Tushneef was equally divided between them. Formerly 
my ancestors left the country, at which time Hiskumee Bhow (nominal 
or assumed brother) Kanoojee was at Aptee; and Tookojee coming 
from W udhoo, began to quarrel With him, ca.lling himself the tme 
descendant of Tanajee. This qUaITel was settled in an assembly of 
twelve villagers, which decided that Tookojee was the rightful heir 
'Of Tanajee, and not ltanojce, and accordingly a Muhuzur was given 
to Tookojee, after which, for five or ten years, I know not whether he 
-enjoyed possession or not. Hearing that the Munuzur had been 
granted, my great grand-father Rahoojee came to the village, and be­
gan to quarrel with Mahoojee, the son of Tookojee ; the dispute last­
-ed for five or ten years without any benefit; at length he established 
his right by performing the ordeal at Moheree. The certificate of 
the ordeal, and of the whole affair, which were granted on the occa­
sion, were partly spoiled in a box. Mahoojee was expelled from Wud­
hoo, and received 9 Rookhas of land in Apte e. Since then another 
dispute has occurred-th~ Muhuzur of that occasion is in my posses­
sion, arid from that time until the time of Knrisnajee Dhabarey, he 
had not possessed the Chowgoolkee of .Aptee, but now Dhabarey has 
unjustly given it to him. 

The Sodahputs (document in evidence) of Tatojee 13bundarry :-

1st. A Muhuzur (award), dated Shuk 1558, Dhatree Suwat 
Sune 1st Ashwin Sood, assembled at the village of Aptee 12 persons, 
named by the caste ; by whom this Muhuzur is written. That Tooko­
jee and Kanajee Bhundarry have a dispute regarding the Chow­
goolkee ; both their statements having been heard, the Mokuddum 
and all the Dyheyum (Wuttundars of the same caste) and Baboole, of 
Aptee, deposed that Tookojee was the true and lineal desctlndant of 
Tanajee. Roopajee Bhundarry deposed that Kanojee wac; not the 
true and lineal descendant of Tanajee, and Kanojee himself confessed 
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that he was not the true tUld lineal descendant of Tanajee. Upon 
this the Chowgoolkee and land of Aptee was given to Tookojec, and 
to Kanojee 6 Rookhas of the land and a house. 

Both parties are to abide by this decision, which .was grllltc J 
132 years ago. 

2nd. A letter dated Shuk 1641, Vicharee SuwatRurc,, 17th 
'Kartick Waddyee, from the Mukuddums and others of ApI ,t.'e , tl) 

Bhiccajee and Mukajee Bhundarry. You are our rightfnl Inothl'r 
Wuttundar; you have been obliged to leave the village by the }ilHa·. 

cutlons that have been raised against you. We have now discOVCH!d 
that your persecution has been unjust. If any one s~all o{{aiu trou­
ble you on this supject, we shall have him punished. l'ufilu\! t.he 
bu::nnes:; of your calling in peace. Your welfare or mu;f~)rtuneli t,ollltll 
be held common with our own. Whoever shall prevent vr fah,Sy 
this, shall be accounted false to his cast-e, and an oftender agailll,t tht' 
State. We shall secure you from any harm. 'Vhoever shall Rct t'lll­
trary to this, may the curse of God fall upon him. 

3rd. Letter from Nagojee Deshmook, to Tezojec Pat ail, of Willi· 
hoo Budroodk. You have written to me about tbe landl! of Mahoo­
jee and Rahoojee; when both these persons were at J(loneer, Rah');:il'~ 
gave a Kutba, according to which I gave a. writing tu Mahoojel1, 'W II! 
is Rowjee disputing now? His complaint must be without l'ause; lut 
Mahoojee sow the land which he has beguh to cultivate, anJ tbf'n 
send them both to Jooneer. I will settle their busincfls. 

4th. Sumaputr (declaration of the proceedings of au aSr,('mbly) 
Shuk 1605 Ruktakshee, Sawatscer 9 Jeist Wuddhyee, at Aptee, Sun 
1093, in an assembly of eight persons (named) where is 1\ qu:mt·~ 

about a house and land between Rahoojee and Jatoojeo BLumlurr) 
Ten persons and others being assembled, declare" OUf ancestors haH) 
never mentioned to us anything about the family or ancestors of Ra­
hoojee Bhundarry, nor have we ever in our lives known anything 
~bout them. We swear by our forefather and the God to prfvlnt 
any i~usti('e in this matter." 

Copy of a Petition of Shereckar Gomajee Bhundarry. 

" There is a quarrel between J ewjee Bhundarry anti nlP, resped­
ing our Wuttun or Wudhoo; on which we both went through onleHJ 
at Moheree, but Matooshver Aw Sahib Rent for us both, and ba;\.mg 
annulled the former ordeal, ordered us to perform another before the 
whole Qf our village; when we returned to our village, the vi1lagl~r8 
restored t,o me my lands and house. But now he has taken my bbuHO 
and land ft:0m me,. and has driven me from the village.. I therefore 
beg tha.t th'e ,-illagers would assemble, and engui're into my case." 
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The Sadukplltr of J ewjee Bhundara. 
- 1st. Letter from the Mukuddums and -Shaitey Mahajuns of 

Moheree village, Turuf Goonjun Mawal, to some Patails, Mukuddums. 
and Shaitey Mahajuns of the village of Kesnud, in the Poona District . 
.. You have sent to our ~illage Rowjee Bin -Somajee Bhundara, com­
plainant; and Mahoojee' Bin Tookojee Bhundara, defendant, both 
Wudrook Turuf Pabtll, with a letter, requesting us to settle the quarrel 
which these two people have about some land. We have therefore 
assembled, ten persons of the caste, to enquire into the affail, to 
whom Rowjee has given him a Tukrar, saying that he had brought 
Uahoojee from }Iajree, given him 7 Rookhas of land, and ma.de him 
his brother, and that Mahoojee is not the descendant of Tanajee." 

It On the other side Mahoojee stated in writing. that he was the 
descendant of Tanajee .. being the fourth generation from him." 

On hearing these statements all of us endeavoured to persuade 
them both, to submit to the decision of the caste, to which Rahoojee 
agreed, but Mahoojee would not consent, but appealed to the ordeal, 
Mahoojee was then desired to perform the ordeal, that he was the 
descendant of T:p1ajee, but he replied that the complainant Rahoojee 
ought to do it, to which Rahoojee consent&i ; and on Friday, the 28th 
of the month Jumadool Uwol, his nails were pared close and his 
hand~ fastened up in b!\,O'S. On Sunday he took out the Ruwa (a. 
small piece of metal at the bottom of a vessel of hot oil) declaring 
that Mahoojee wa.., not the true descendant of Tanajee. On Tuesday 
the 25th Margsersh Shoodh, his hands were examined, and Rahoojee 
proved to be true. The whole of the Wuttun land and possessions 
of Tanajee whatever must be given to Rahoojee, Mahoojee has no 
right to them. Dated 1607. 

2nd. Muhuzur Shuk 1607, Kroodhun Suwutsur, assembled at 
that villa,ge of Wudhoo Boodrook T. Pabul, Sun 1095. Ryots of the 
caste (named) the Patail and other villagers, in all twenty-foul' persons. 
These persons being assembled to investigate the case, Gomajee bin 
Mahoojee Bhundarry brought a paper from the Deshmookh, desiring 
tha.t the villagers of the caste should be assembled and do justice to 
both the persons concerned, and settle the dispute, and a Purwarree 
from Ali Shaw Fazil Khan Darogha to the same effect, Jewjee bin 
Rahoojee Ehundarry brought a Purwarree from Khojah Sunpuck, 
Ferojdar of Thana Kooraigaum, directing the lands to be confirmed 
according to the ordeal which had been performed at Moheree 8.!ld 
not to permit Tatoojee to interfere, and that the Purwarree which 
Tatoojee had got hefore was null. The assembly having examined the 
above papers, sent Vasajee Dadoo Koolkurnee to Yeswant Row Sawant, 
Sirojda.r at Kooraigaum, to tell him that the Deshmookh had called an 
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aSHembly of the ca!:!te to enquire respecting the Wuttun and lands of 
the Uhundarries, but that an order was necessary for them to proceed 
to a decision, on which he gave orders for the assembly to decide 
according to justice, and the whole of the villagers, Mukuddums. and 
Sater Prubhow Thulwyes and 12 Balootees of Aptee, assembled 
together to investigate the case. Both pernons produced their papers 
as follows. 

Gomajoe bin Mahoojee produced the Muhuzur which had been 
given at Aptee. J ewjee bin Rahoojee produced the Muhuzur of tho 
ordeal at Moheree, and also the decision of an assembly of three or 
four villagers at Aptee. Having examined all the papers, and taken 
security from both parties, viz., for Jewjee Rowjee, Chougoola of 
Kooraigaum ; and for Gomajee Subajee Sewba, Chougoola of Aptee, 
that each would submit to whatever the assembly directed, both gave 
in Raza Namas and Tukras in writing.-The witnesses were then ex­
amined before the whole of the assembly standing in the Murkkoond. 
(a circle described on the ground to represent hill) with a cow's skin 
on their heads, and gave testimony as follows. 

1st. Sewley Mukuddum deposed that the origin of the family 
IS not of this place, but of Aptee-Rahoojee had Meeras land in 
W udhoo. That on account of some injuries committed by Tanajec, 
he had talked them over, and gained his friendship, by giving hiIll 
his daughter, and 9 Rookhas of land, in M:eel'as, oUt of his own; 
that besides this, he had given him nothing. That he knew not what 
relation this person was to Tanajee-that he knew of the l{uhuzur 
which had been granted at Aptee, and also of the ordeal. 

2nd. Tej Patail Argury Mukuddum deposed that there was r 
quarrel amongst the Bhundarries at Aptee, and that a Muhuzur had 
been given in his name regarding it; that then K!Lnojee used to call 
himself Goomashtee; but this was proved false. Kanojee took the 
hand of Tookajee in asseveration of Tookoojee's being the descendant 
of Titnajee; at this time Katroojee's family were dead and gone; 
afterwards an ordeal took place, in which Rahoojee was proved true, 
Jtnd Mahoojee false. 

Srd. Suntajee bin Kundoojee Dhuggey, of Aptee, deposed that, 
Sewley'had brought Tookoojee Bhundara. from Kallewarey; tha,t in 
their village (Aptee) Tanajee had a son named Kunkojee, who gave 
Tookoojee into his (the deponent '8 hand) saying, this is my brother. 
'l'hat Tookoojee and Kanojee afterward~ quattelled, and that an 
~sembly of 12 villagers gave a Muhuzur ; that all this he knew to 
be true. That Rahoojee was not there at that time; that the 
;mcestors of Kanoojee and l'ookoojee were not connected, nor settled 
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, l{ee~~u:s; that the Dhuggeys were nl~~er.s bE ,tho l!e~ras! la,l\'J.~ 
but t1k1.~ Rah(\jt'e enjoyed tho benefit since ilie orde:4 at Moheree •. 

4th: Apajee PateU Dhuggey, of Aptcc, deposed °that hl:> had 
committed thefts in WuJhoo, . which had been traced. to his f()I'e­
father. th.'tt people h~d hei)u sent to seize the thiE.'f, ~nd ~hat he had 
q,elivered Tat,ooje.o to thNU. That a fine ~;a.~ el:Mtod ,,1' TatoojeB, 

. which he detnallde.J (If his (tho dt.·porH:nt-!:;) imcestor. on which he 
murJer~ him. 1'hat Ta~j()jtm had 'a grand..sol~ named,. Tanajee, 
whom he had brought to a reconciliation, and given h.im. 6 Suzgunnees 

, T'hullJand oUt or Lis <!wn. Anjl mado him: ll{'~t, in rWlk to Sewley. 
Th3.t aftel"W1trds Kanojee, J3und&rra waa' gomg to leave tile village; 
but that he had given hhll 6 Rookhas of Thull, and kept him. 
"'ben the whole of the land WflS in cultivadQu, he gave Kanojee 6, 
Suzgurul00s or lalld-tlulot then KunKojee, son of Tanajee, callle from 
Wnuhoo, and l»,inging the Patajl aDd Balootees, btOught TOQkojee 
frum Rallcwarry. and gave him illto ,his (the deponent's) rul('f>~tClrb 
La.nd. That Kanojeo nnd Tookoojoo b{'g&Jl tAl quarrcl' f.l.ooat the 
garJen lands of Kunkoojee, and that timo Tookoojee was proved, t-Q t;'t 
the true t.lescpndant of Tanujec. :Ind Kanojee's pretensions to be false} 
That tlH~ brot,hel' ot Rah~joo WM one of the as.semLly wbo gave thi~ 
deci8ion-that seven genel'lnions have 's~n no. ancestors of R~ooje~., 
fie hJ.S only e-nioye~ I)OSSes~!o~\ since the ordea.L I ",' II 

,f>tb • Tl-;e. Thulwayks and Snthoo Pru~f.l. 'of Wudhoo awl the I The W~t.tuudarj • •. '. ,a' ), &lld aU the viJlageN. 
Dlmggey,s and ~u~ces o~, Aptee deposed t.hat "they ,lmo~, not 
who was the dcsendant of Tanajcl} They knew or the }ruh~ur 
which h.a.d boon' given itt Aptee .hy the assembly of t.11o Pataik or'l2 

, _ :J I 

vlJlagt.'TS, on'the disputo\'\ between 'Kan()jee and Tookoje~. At that 
time' Rahoole~'i' ancestOr waS not iu. the village": but on' &hooi~~s' 
~Dling iR the,vilfa.ge. he1

,fixe,l' upon " Resnund, ,fol' his }JunCl14yet;;; 
'and then hs.wg taken oocuritj. 'they referreJ tne,' c3fP to lIoh~ree 
wher~' Rahoojee f'perform~ ~he' otJeiJ aml was cr~:ed> 'and M J;60je~ 
proie~!~ f ~11~~~~ ~hi$ ,th,e~ :~?ew~," , " 

" ,l{a~g :weighed, this.,,~~~qen~ it did not appeat to agree ilA,~y 
Tiay with Ma.hoojee's ,f$uka.ar. ,:~h~jee's a.nMstQ~ was not. in,'the 
village 1\'hen the Muhuui was gl~en. at 'Aptoo.-..-When, he ehJne to 
tlie'Viltage; imd began:1Wt disputO,. it was 8ettJed~bi Ol'deat. on \Vhi~h 
&.hoojoo' waS proved: ,true, a.nd Ma.h~j'ee talse.-Or thm'ihe e~i<f~n\\~ , 

. i$ ~~.,: Tft~ ~~\l~~ '~r ~~e ~~~l~· of'-Moh~ee,. 'wh,iclf, GOl~j~~ 

. ~~: ~ ,.~n~~: ~tf ,virlci~~, .. k~~~'>, ~h~ ~ooJE'e., ~8S .1lpJusttt 
'~,i 'tewJe6. ~} ~OOJ~~}l,3a: enjoyed ~s,:.~~ttu~ lunda "tt\e, 
~tdea1;and Mahooj~, bas. no gtolU1d:o£ comptailit, aga.iIis~ hiIn/ The 
)i1~:~~~Joo.'~ttl.,,~i~;~~~1:ro~ ha~s, ~d out""~f tt~r own, 
I'pl~. giv~>~ ~khWLo£:4ptee ti.h:d 7 Rookhas ot WudhOdfwhidt 

;'!~~ 
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thay let Mahoojee enjoy in comfort; besides this, he has no u1&im to 
the house and land and Ohowgoolkee of the two villages. Tanajee 
is the original Wuttundar ~ an ordeal has been undergone for the 
Chowgoolkee and house and. lands of the villages. The whole 
WuttUD. and lands and house abovementioned are Ralloojee's, and let 
Jewjee enjoy them. . 

Srd. Zaminkutba of Resnund' Suntojee Jadow of Kesnund, 
security for Rahoojee; Newjee Arguwra. of Wudhoo Boodrook, 
security for Mahoojee. • 

* Awarn. 4th. * Newarputr Shuk 1623, Ursish Survutsuree, 17th October, 
Wudhya, dated Toolapoor. Assembled 7 persons of the caste (named) 
who having deliberated, have decided that Babjee Sewla and Mahad­
jee Sewla, Chougoolas of Aptee, and Kumlajee ~hundarry, of Apt.ee, 
have come to us and preferred for decision a disput.e between t.llem, 
respecting the Chollgoolkee or Aptee~and have given a Razee 
Nama and Kutba, that they agree to the true. evidence of the 
Mukuddums of Aptee, given in the Pagoda. Upon this Khe\jee, 
Patail of Aptee, went into the holy Pagoda, and took them hoth by 
the hand, in asseveration that they were, both his ChougQolas by 
right, an inheritance anil decent: any future il,l.terf~renc~ with this 
decision will be ill ya~.. '-

Purwana under Seal of JoorjaroN Moolk Myroal Mabllee, 
Nawaub Assutkhan, dated 7th of the Moon of the rlidnth Sufer el 
Moozufer Sun 21, to the Goomastas, and Jageerdars, Deshlllooks and 
Deshpandeys, Mukuddums and Moozafers of l>abool, SlrCB.r Joomer 
Be it known that Rowjee wullud Somajee Bhundarry, of Wudhoo, in 
the above mentioned district, has come and complained "that tt '" 
Office of Ohougoola has belonged to my family for many generations, 
but now Tatajee, the son of Tookojee Bhundarry, of Aptee, sttpplant­
ed mE' by nolete and injustice :-therefore it is written, that the 
said TatooJee has, by deceit and fraud. canied away the Sunnuds, and 
is not to be trusted, and according to the Hmdoo Sunnud under the 
s,ignature of the Mnkuddums and Shuityes andMuhuzurs ofMoheree, 
the right of Ohmvgo"lker of the abov~mentioned village has been 
confirmed to the said Rahoojee; that whatever rights or privileges 
belong to that situation are -to be restored him-you are thetefore 
desired to restore him to his rights forthwith, and to obey this order 
without reply or delay. _ . 

, Having thug weighed and considered the Tu,krar, -.d Poprseesh, 
~nd papers .of 'both pa.rties, it appears by the evidence of both tbat 
they are not of the same falmly, but only br()thers by suroame., ,The 
!\Tuttun land of 'Vudhoo has exib-ted for many YiaXS. Tanaje.e Q.~. 
t~e Ia;Jl~ of J\.ptee and half the Ohowgoo~kee. This p<lint is ~!~. 
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by Jewjee only-on examining the actual state of possession, it appear" 
hy·tho papers, that botq hav.e h~ possession at times in both villages, 
but the possession of Jewjoe',m the village of Wudhoo seerrls to have 
bC€'IJ more permanent, as it dppears that Rowjee's descendants have 
enjoyed uniuterrupted possession of the Wuth'ln and lands ofWudhoo, 
:-,ince the quarrel between Rahoojee and Mahoojce Bbllndarr~ find 
the ordeal which was undergone In the Shuk 1007, 0 n mnjcc wade 
an itt tempt to ~isp'UtG the pomt, but this being pro\,ed false', llO 

du;pnte has occurred since. The de'>ccnnants of Rdhoojeo, dowll Lo the 
present Jewjee, ha,ve htH undibtnrbed l)ossession. of tll(' WuHnn ot 
-vVndhoo, and thi~ 'l'atoQJeo docs !lot now di"'PlltP, 1m; .TpwJee disputef> 
and-~ms the Chowgnolkee and land of A ptee, and thCl;efore it is 
t)~at TatoojeG asserts a right tu the Wnttun. of Wudhoo. B~th 
Rowjec and Kumlajee formerly enjoyed the Wll~nll of Aptee, and 
the -dispute between these two pei-solls has heell handed do\rn till now. 
Thm. dispute happened during the administration of Dhabarrey. 
Tatoojee produced the papcrH, but Dhabarrey would Hot dispense 
jm;hcc, the pra.yers being only on one side of the qne,.,tion; froUl Uw,t 
period, Tatoojee's descendants hiwe enjoyed uninterrupted po:;;SPSSiOll. 

'l'hi~ appears to be the true -state of the case, but Jewjte bays tlHtt 
Dhabarrey nnju,stly' confused the lands; ita:pp.eals, however, thnt thi.,; 
enj.9yment of Wuttnn of Aptee is_wle oon:firffiatiull (It ; he right:.. of 

Tatoojee; anotheI' c('nfirma-tio11 is the Muhuzur, which ;\as gIVen l;;~ 
years ago, by the' assembled villagers of Aptee and twelve othE'1 
VIllagers, in the Ql&put: between Tookojec and K,HI.,)jeC', decldillg I h.lt 
Tookojee Wa.<3 the rightful heir of Tanajoe; from t)n" and utllf'i' 
paper,." it appears that this dispute is of Inany years f'tdndlllg TllL2 
.. i1lage assembly decided that KalloJce was not the dCf,ccndd-llt of 
T~majee; if TookoJcc then had he en under bllllLlur L'irCulll~tan('''" 
with Kanojee, how could they have decined tha,t be wa" the rightful 
heir of Tanajee, but _by eXamUlll1g a,ncl comparing the Mllhlll:ur 01 
the year (Shuk 1607). The evidence of the villagc'rR at that period 
differ from that given in S~J1k 1558 III the Slmk 1607, the viIIager~ 
of the t~vo iillages gave th~il ('vijeneu according' to the beRt of their 
'fecollt',ctiPn and belIef, but the substa.nce of it il> cVlltradictory and' 
inqonsistent. Tho witnesses do not seem to haw ~Lgreed" with each 
other.. In "the Muhuzur of Shuk 1558, the ,PartICulars of the evidence 
of each villag~ are,not given, but KanoJce Bhundara hilU~elf~fe~ 
the very point ·in-:qispUf.e. viz., ~t Tookojee was the true heir" of 
Tanajec. T~i81:ieiUg ~ case, wh&t'ground could he have for dispute 
at all? On IQ.im.f!.e:ly ~nillg ~q ,Muh'uzur, it appears that no 
cross~questioning'Ol' '~ue "..~in'Mion ot'''"tJre witnesses took place« 
They all said the_file ,at, Gnee',htn4 the-M"Qh,uz\li' was made without 
'further ~DqUiry, ~l' inv~tigatiOO. Bat Jewjee ~80 allows that thi~ 
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Mbhuzaf was given. out thak his'a.ncestOr WAS" iii anotper 'countrY at· 
tl1c time. When 'KanoJee begup. the dis.pute. ~e;wjce- ancJ Kum;1ojee. 
by t.he dCbire of the villagcrsj>'brought Tookojeo,frc)lll:. K~warY# Illld 
the I villagers uelieving, from the circum15tn.n:ce, tha.t he wa.'f their 
"foth('.r",dcc!nred that -he was 'ot the family of Ta:najee. Looking, 
t Itcrcfore, to the mat;er of ordeal, we 'have the c£;rti1icatc· from. 

'}rolI crco, the place where the ordeal 'was undergone, by which it 
,tppcars, that "he nails of Raho,?jee ware pared oft,three ,4ays before. 
and hags put over bis handEl j tha.t on Sqnday ho pcrfol1n~ t~e ordeaJ~ 
thliL on Tucl;flay his hands were exanlined.·Jl.nd,,~is truth proved: but. 
to this TatoojcG objects, tha.:L..he..-%ubbod his hands with tie juice of,s,' 
WllnU8putteo, (~ant), ~nd was thus enabled tQ "~ndertQ. ,tho, trial. 
On the ot~er hand. many 'ordeals have beQn Jic,forined .. at. Mo11Pree, 
and" have boon,. oopductcd wit} 1'iW'n~ and justice,,, how ,hould' 
any trick have lleell allowed ,ill. ""this insta.nce? Tatoojee's ASl;cr .. 

ti~n of Ra.hoojeo\~ having rubbed the juice ot tho: .'Yunusp~ttee 
over his ,hand1S, apptars false. That the ,ordeal ., 'W~t ·undergOJto 
l~ maIllf~stly esta.bllihed bf the papers" ~ ~ell M 'die o.Jmll>ston 
of bbtb parties. 1u'1I&01':\ the oid<..'1l.1 was performed; htlCAllSO nr? just 
decision had been given upon the evio.ence of th~ villagers; tall:!chood 
WaI!! proved, and t~e, posses~ion en hoth villages, confirmod, fA) ,Jla.h(~e(j~ 
SHwe i1w~0maJe", "ho dcsocndant (If Mahqjoc, again ~roa(Je, :t"C'onl'" 
jJlaint",which 'raa proved' false, and a MuLuzur ;giv~n.to ,thia effod. 
Ta,najee himself InI40 tbe Wuitllns of both villages, .llut. T:.l.lwojee 
l$8.ys that he only reviewed, jlhat of Wudhoo;\a.nd ol,taincd fot' the 
fin.t time,that Qf .Ap~(.'l nahooje~, v?wevet, "estaL1ish~d by ~rdca~ tn 
the 'qtHl,m.i1 ,with 1at(,lojeet~ ancestpr 1tahooje~) that bo~ and nQi 
M~ooJee, was the tm'e descendant of Tal18Jee. a..a it WllM "dechl£·!t' 
t.hat ltahpOjee' shoulA., e1tioy Tana.jee's WuttU'U of both vilIl\gr:;. 
Mahoje&i& not tile descenda.nt of Tallajee, arlJ therofare haano clahn 
to thR WuttU1Yof eithC'lf villtlge. ~his fact.haslollJl'been deci(led. 

, , ~!toQjQe now wisl1es to llave the vill/\,o-e ~lUbll ,a~a~n, ~Uf'l(l, 
eviqenCthttamine,d,j ~d tl. fresh decigion·pa.s~eu. :}J}lt IS, an ordeal l~M 
'been. U).)de~soM. it is 'not pro~r ~hat any fury~~ mveS,t1gation shollltl' 
l)Ow tal\:~ place: ilin~c. th,e Gods. ~ave s~gni6~ !fe~r! ~ecMon ~,oP' tb&~ 
~~}t,~)f t~ie 9rd~al; w~la~ would the 'fOrd~ 9f m~n. Avaa? ~<\\~ (l" have, 
Just· 8eQ.U' that ,~ho, jmlgments 'n/ the 'village .il.'JSclltblies, • at ,two~ 
diff~tt>l{t tilllCs..~ he(.~ c,o~tra11 to ~h 9the~ ~a ; tl~l : al{, 'brd~aJ.: 
was tbell",r~tt(ld to ';~' ~t,e~ t hi8, to .se!l~l for 'wi~c_: :a.nd "imtei into 
it fre$ in'V~1.ig~tion. WO\1Id be, 'liseless.f 13J tp~ .,¥~'\l~~r ~pt Shu," 
1'0:)$, /ewj~!j:f! an~~f .w~' ~ot 'pf,?-9'edlaJse .in ,t!l.~:4isp9:tp, 'nol,,~~~, 
.tl!C1,.rr?!ed f_ ~~ 'anY,", ~~roe, ,m ,aui,·s~~lft;li~,~j!!P~~, ~~W~tMi~ 
~~~~~. ~~, th~ ~~~~t<>f~' of J.'atooj~c, l1ut:the ,.anecston'~:ot.,Ta.ktQieo: 
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were proved false. Tho MuhuzUl which was gl'alltotl in favor of 
Ka~oje(', .during the auscnce of ,JC\\:i<'c'" a.nccstor, Wl\S an irrcgular 
intemperate proceeding; 110v,'ever, had no ordeal taken place, thi" 
Mnhuzur must have been an authority; but it was at once annulled 
by the result of the OldcaL That Tatoojec bhould have unjustly, and 
h) forcE', enjoyed the Wnttull of Aptco after the ordeal, is proved by 
It,;; relmlt to have been implOpcr. 

(T1 tte Translation) 

(SignorI) J. MACLEOD. 

POOJ((/, 18th Septol(bCl'. 
(True Copy) 

(SIgned) J. ~lIACLEOD. 

TRANSLATIO~ OF A SAROUNSH, 18!!). 

Sukaram Rlmchl1uder PutwUldhull VCl'8H8 Govind Viswunath 
Puh, urdhun, in a dispute respecting property. These two persons 
having "'litten and giVCll in their ueclamtiohs and securitIes, and 
prodll~cd their documenb III eyidencc, al1d given in a list of the 
names of a Punchayet, by which they agreed to abide. Thitl Pun.­
chayct having'· investigatcJ tL.0 affair. had ura \\ u up the following 
ab,.,tract. I 

Sukaram Ralllchunder complains: "Shrcemullt Rajshree BabJ,­
saheL" (the Paishwa) "gave me, OD. the occa,..,ion of a Shraddh, It 
, Dukhshana of 2,200 rupees, and desired me~ to go all,l build a house 
" at Phoolgallm. This money my uncle Goyind Putwurdhan lodged 

. " for me In the hauds of .tunoba Ranarey, at 10 annas intcl'f'Kt.. Of 
"this I have received Rupees 427-3-0 and a balance (If 1,772-13-0 is 
"due, as follows; "ift, by Junoba Ranarey, Rupees 1,192-141-0, and 
"Govind PUlLt Putwurdhan, 579-14~ -0. This halance is due by them 
" both; and 1 now desire an order tha,t the part of tt, which has been 
"recClved by Govind Punt may La enquired into and settled. ~Dated 

"Phalgon Wuddye 10 Shnk 1740 .. The RespolldentGovind Viswftnath 
" Putwurdhull answers: r< My ne}lhew Sukaram RamcJ;lUllder received 
" this money from the Sircar to build a house at Phoolgaum Aptee, 
"and it was lodged ill the shop of Janardhal1 Ranarey. In tho month 
"~IargseerRb, Rail>hree tIuree Bbc)w Bhut took me with him to the 
"\lou,;e of BaUajc·e Punt Kalley ; a Punchayet was there held, and 
,. receipt for the money was taken ill name of Sukaram Ramchundl'r ; 
"the receipt, which was in my name, was given back to the peri>on 

·"(Janardhun Ranarey); out of th.n Inoney T had spent some', 011 account 
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"of windl I gave lw k the receipt which I had receivl'd fHIJll Ham­
"chUlldcr V u;wl.J:nath, deqeascd (father of the complainaut), (.Jf unn-ha If 
" of my d'felling-Louse in Poona., valned .~t 700 nlpees, WlllCh 110 hatl 
"pllrdwscd. The Punchayct further decided that Sukam1ll TIam­
"chunder bhould IJDY me 167-8-0 which I had advanced to ltml at 
"Oorawrer Ambcga\lm, .and that I Hhonld pay 197-8-0. Thi,; \Va."! the 
"decibion ot the PUllchayct, and the pa1'cTs to tbis ofl'ect :1re with 
"f::)uklUam Ramchnndcr. I bad given \11' half the hou&o, \\hkh he t;till 
".PosscbseFl." Dated Phalgoon 'Vudhye, 10th Shuk InO. 

The Pllnchayet deliberated on tho declaration,-; of tllC I'artiC',> 1l.S 

f"Hows .-Under the former Government BalajcC' Punt Kalley Nisbut 
Gokley having named and a5f>ernllled a Punchayet, it h1\(I decide~l 
that Govind Puut should repay whatever money he llad ta.ken out of 
thl' Hum belonging to Sukaram RUIIlchnnder, whif'h he had lodged in 
the hands of J unurdhull Ran(l,rcy; aUlI fUl ther had, in preb('nC'o of 
both parhes, decitled that Govind Punt should pay TIttpeeFl 94G-1 ~-() j 
of which &um he paid to Ramcbundel' Rupees 608-7-0; dIe hala,H(,/', 
647-10;}-0, remains to he paid to Sukaram Punt b, Govinu !'llut.-A 
certificate of this settlement wac; made ont, to which Oovllld Punt 
SUbsclibeu, and tlllS ought to hi?' complied with; but Govin!l llllut 
lefuscs, and says ~hat he has a writtsn claim of Rupf'll's IG7-8 a:;;;ll1c;t 
Sukal'am Punt, from the year (Shuk) 173~; on Cn(lvi!il1g into the 
truth of wl1ich it appears that Sukaram Punt hivl owctl to Goviml 
Punt Rnpces 250, and that all olJIigatioll to that effect had heen 
gh'cn by Sukaram Punt, dated 10th Shuk MargieCr&h Shuk 17;;7 j 
but that the ilebt had been sct tled hy SukA,ram. Punt, awl his llnte 

,receIved back. The above claim of Oovind runt i. antec/:dt'llt t.) 

this settlement, any yet no mention of it appears, fm(l the "11 ting 
itself is incorrect, nor was theJe an~ mention of it in the oblih'lltioll 
to Snkaram Pllllt. FoUl' of the puncl1ayet accordingly rr:comov..:'udeJ 
that Ballajee Punt, Kalk'Y :-;lwuId be fI&ked abollt tIle lJ\1sjnes.~; awl 
according to his answeI, both parties should abIde. Upon t.llj"1 

Ballajee Punt Kaliey wa~ sent for ro the Adawlut, wherp, in IH'\·i-.euc,~ 
of the parties and l?ullchayet'i, Ballajee Punt Kalley nn,J Bajephll1lt 
Khelkur declared, in tho Hoozoor Kutcherry, that 11. PUllduyet had 
heen assembled by them, nnd that it had rejected'the clann of Rupees 
}G7-8-0. ThiFJ claim then is fhIse. This being'tll€' casc, Govitlll 
Punt mm .. t t.h.erefore pay to Sukaram Punt Rllpees 247-8-0, lx.'"itk)J 
interef;t. The members of both partics in tho Punchayct fjub.~t:ribcd 
te the ~,hovc Jecision, viz :-

Wamun Shastreo Satty, Bapoo Chitnangcc rllUttey, Dalkrihhlla 
Oungadhur JQ&Li, Denkur Annundrow JObhi, in the manner tb(' 
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mefllbers of botb parties decided that Govind Punt should pay the 
ab,ove balance to Sukaram Pu~t. Dated 5th of May 181.9. 

Confirmed. (Signed) W. J. LUMSDEN. 
, I 

True trn,n:;lation, 

(Signed) J. MACLEOD. 
Poot/a, 19th Septembf'i' 181!). 

(Trne Copy) 

(Sig-ned) J MACLEOD. 


