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PREFACE. 

t DURING the last few years there has been constantly 
=reasing 10teresf 10 the economIC problems of rural IndIa. 
lat these are special 10 character, and not by any means 
alogous to those of many other couJ!tnes IS very obvious to 
Dse who have made even a superfiCIal study of the questIon. 

As regards the Deccan, 10terest 10 the matter was 
Ilckened some years ago by the appearance of' Keatinge's 
Rural Economy In the Bombay Deccan," a book whIch for 
e first time collected together and reVIewed the available 
ta wIth regard to the economIC hIstory and present economic 
:ntIon of the rural populatIon of the western portIon of the 
~e central plateau of pemnsular IndIa. ThIS book was in 
. highest sense stunulat10g One felt, in read10g It, that 

-=:t-e author had raIsed a latge number of questIons whIch 
'urgently demanded solutIon, and had po1Owd out the method 
of local close detaIled study whIch alone could gIve the 
solutIon demanded. One felt, on the other hand, that many 
of the conclUSIons at which Keat10ge arnyed were extremely 
doubtful, nof because of the fault of hIS methods, but on 
account of the 10adequacy of hIS data. 

It seemed, In fact, that the clos~ study of a s10gle village 
might ~Ive helpful data in approaching many of the matters 
which arIse when any of the numerous economic and economic
agrIcultural questions in the Deccan are consIdered. And on 
suggest10g to my aSSIstants at the Poona Agricultural College 
that such a close study of a s10gle village would be valuable, 
they volunteered to carry it out. Led by Messrs. D. L. 
Sahasrabuddhe, B.Sc., L.Ag., N. V. Kanitkar, B.Sc., B.Ag .• 
V. A. Tamhane. B.Sc .• L.Ag.; they undertook the very long. 
laboflous, and painstaking investigation of which an account 
IS given in the following pages. 
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The village which came under investigation was chosen 
(1) as being near enough to Poona to be accessible, and yet 
as being largely out of the immedIate influence of a large 
town; (2) as being typical of a large tract in the districts of the 
Deccan where the kharif or rams crop is the most important, 
and where, hence, the rains are more certain than they are 
further _east; (3) as bemg one where the influence of irrigation, 
whether from cana.ls or wells was all but neglIgIble. 

The vaflQUS parts of the inquiry were specIally made 
by the following gentlemen, and to them I tender my 
very sincere thanks for the care which they have gIVen to the 
obtainmg of. the data:-

Mr. D. L. Sahasrabuddhe-Geology, Sociology, Holdmgs, 
Cattle, and the following crops, Carrots, Peas, Sugarcane. 

Mr. N. V. Kanttkar-Drainage, SoCIOlogy, Holdings 
and the following crops, Jowar, Sugarcane. 

Mr. V. A. Tamhane-Soils, Holdmgs, and, among crops~ 
Wheat.' 

Mr. D. M. Ranade-Manures, Implements, and, among 
crops, Bajri and its mixtures. 

Mr. V. G Patwardhan-Drainage, Soils, and, among 
crop~, Groundnut. 

Mr. D. D. Abhyankar-Waters. and, among crops, Gram . 
.. Mr. S. R. ParanJpe-Rotattons and mIxtUres of crops. 

Mr. S. R. Deshmukh-Manures, Implements. 
Mr. R. K. Bhide-Weeds. 
The late Mr. G. D. Mehta.-Seeds. 

HAROLD. II. MANN. 
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INDEX. 

A 

AcaCIa a,a!JJca,-see Babul 
Aegle mannelos,-see Bael 
Agate,-9 
Agave plants,-63, 123 
A,lanthus exeelsa,-57. 
AlyslCa,pus ",gosus (sheU't'a),- 81, 

87, 101. 
Ama,ant"us Spa (as Impunty tn 

seed) ,-82, 86 
Ambadt or Deccan hemp,-63, 67, 

73, 77, 78 
Ammunluon Factory, lfukee,-

126, 127. 
AmygdalOidal trap,-9, 11. 
A ndropogon annulatus,-">(,(, marvel 

grass. 
Annett, H -16. 
Anona squamosfl,-see custard 

apple 
Areas held for cultivatlon,-49-54. 
A,gad, 1owar,-see Jowar. 
Artlsans,-126,127. 
Assessment on land,-34, 35, 38, 

39, 84, 89, 92, 99, 102, 104, 107, 
109, 112, 133, 137, 149, 150 

Assets of vlllage,-12 I , 147·150 
Aundb,-5, 124 

B 

Babul trees and wood,-56, 59, 65, 
116, 128, 129. 

Bad,she/> (a weed),-64 
Batl tree,-57, 58 
BaJ" (Penn,setum typh01deum),-

12, 20, 65, 67, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 
75. 76, 77, 78, 79, 85-90, 101, 
103, 114, 120. 134 

Balants1aep (a weed),-64 
Baluta,-42, 65, 122, 123, 129, 

132·133, 136, 137, 138, 140, 
142, 143, 144, 145. 

Banyafl tree,-57. 
Barbada,-60, 61, 62, 81. 

B-(Contd) 

Barber,-132. 
Bavaclu,--62 
Bhends or ladles' fingers,-72, 73. 

78. 
Blude, R K -59. 
Bbuna nver,--8. 
Bhoku, tree,-57. 
Bhul ,;ngm, (a weed),-63. 
Birds, as a pest,-82, 106. 
Black cotton 8011,-14·20, 55. 
Bloodstone,-9. 
Bombax malaba"eum,-57. 
Bombay Land Revenue Code,-3.t 
Bar tree,-see 1uJube tree. 
Brahmms,-124. 
Brasssea 1uncea,-63. 
Bnggs, (Capt ),-38. 
Bnn}ai or egg plant,-63 
Buffaloes,-116,117.121. 
BuUocks,-66,117-121. 
Bulls.--1l9, 120, 121. 
Bulrush. millet,-see baJ"' 

C 

Ca)/lnus lndlcus,-see lu,. 
Calves.-117, 118', 119, 121 
Capital vatue ~f vlllage.-132, 133. 

147·150. 
Carnehan.-9. 
Carpenters in village.-64. 65, 122, 

124, 132. 141 
Carrots,--64, 12, 73~ 74, 75, 76 

77, 78. 85. SO·93. 100. 105, 114 
115. 120. 

Carts and carttng,-64, 66, 119 
126, 127, 149. 

Caste.-122. 125. 
Cattle of Vlllage.-:-116--121, 123 
Cattle manure.~, 120. 
Cess (local) on land.-133. 
ChambAars (a caste),-122, 123 

124. 125, 132, 142. 
Chavlr,-72. 
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C-(Contd) 
Ch~kta.-62. 
Chllhes.-67, 134. 
Clnnchvad,-36, 37, 97, 135, 151. 
C~cer arJetmum,-see gram. 
Cloth1Og, 10 vlllage,-135. 
Cocculus v~llosa,-see vasanvel. 
Commelma forskalzj (a weed),-103 
Capper sulphate, as remedy for 

smut,-83 
Corchorus sp ,-63. 
Cordta myxa,-57 
Catton,-57, 59, 115. 
Cows,-117-121. 
Crops of the vlllage.-55-115, 128, 

150. 
Crotolarza hmfoha,-62 
Custard apple.-57. 58. 
Cyanotzs a~allar$$,-62 
Cynodon dactylon,-see harzah. 
Cyperus rotundus,-see lowala. 

D 
Debts of vlllage,-130-132, 138 

140, 141, 142, 144, ~45, 146, 
150, 152, 153. 

Deccan hemp.-see ambadz. 
Deccan trap.-7, 55 
Depressed c1asses,-123, 125 
Deshmukh (a ?l-Iaratha dlstnct offi-

cer).-40,41. 
Deskpande (a Maratha dlstnct offi-

cer),-40, 41. 
Desmodmm d'ffusum,-62. 
Dev-kapas,-57 
Dhangars or shepherds.-116. 
Dohchos bzjlorus.-see kulthz. 
Do/zchos lablab,-see val. 
Dramage of the vlllage,-31-33. 
Dung cakes for burn1Og.-120, 128, 

129, 137. 

E 
Echpta 8"8cta,-63 
EconomIc holdIngs.-46-49, 53. 
Eggplant.-see bnnJal. 
Embanking of land,-ZO, 32, 33. 
ErOSlon of land,-31-33, 63. 
Evytlmna tndzca,-see panga"a tree. 
Eug8ma Jambolana.-see Jambul. 
Expenditure of VIllage people,-

130-137, 138, 140. 142, 144. 

F 

Fallow land.-67, 68.73.74,75,76. 
FeedIng of stock,-119, 120. 
Felspar,--8, 11. 
Fenugreek.-see meth' 
Feroma elephantum,-see kaval 
Ferryman,-132 
FiCUS bengalensJS.-see banyan. 
FiCUS glomerata,-see umber. 
FiCUS uhgzosa,-see pimpal 
Ftcus retusa.-see nandurkl 
Field pea.-see pea. 
FlgS.-58 
Fish as a manure,-111. 
Fhnts,-9 
Fodder,-60, 61, 62, 63, 119-120. 
Fanzculum vulgare.-64. 
Food required by people,-134. 135. 
FowIs,-116. 
FragmentatIon of land,-47-49, 49-

54, 93, 151, 154 
FrUIt trees,-55-59, 128, 129, 137, 

151. 

G. 

Ganeshkhtnd,-127 
Gaotkan (or vdlage slte).-10-21, 

22,27 
Gardeners,-127 
Geologlcal characters,-7-11. 
Glauconlte,-9. 
Goats,-58, 116, 121. 
Godhadl {a weed),-60, 61, 62 
GoldsInlth,-see sonar 
GosavlS,-40. 
Gossyp~um arboreum,-see cotton 
Gram,-67, 7'1:, 74, 75, 76, 77, 100-

102, 109, 114. 
Grain crops, as a. whole,-67, 69-

71, 78 
Groundnut,-67, 70, 73, 74, 75. 

76, 105-108, 114. 
Guavas,-58 
GU'lzot~a abyssmIC4,-JAee Dlger. 
Gul, orcrude sugar.-lli. 134. 
Gul-monu, tree,-57. 
Gurao or pnest,-133 
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H 

lIar.al1 (a weed),-60, 61 
Hamson and Sl\van,-16 
Harrows,-64, 65, 66, 85 
HavelJ taluka,-96 
Herbaceous vegetatlon,-59-64 
Heylandla latebrosa,-see godhadt 
lI,blSeus eannabanus.--see ambadl 
Ibbzscus rosa-sancllsls,-57. 
Hoes.-64 
Holdmgs-lD vulage,-43-49, 50, 51 
Horse-radish tree,-57 
lfousmg 1D vlllage,-125, 126, 148. 
Housmg of cattle,-120 
Humus In 50115,-17. 

1 

Implements for culhvatlon,-64-
66, 149 

lnam CommisslOn,-38 
Inam nghts to land.-5, 35-39, 41, 

43, 45, 123 
Inamdars,-35-39, 40, 42, 45-46 
Income of groups of faUlllJes,-139, 

140, 141, 142, 143, 144 
Income of village,-128-130, 137. 
Indlgofera cordtfolza,-62 
Indlgofera glandulosa.-see barbada 
Interest on debts,-131, 132, 138, 

140. 142. 144 
Ipomaa efloearpa, as impunty lD 

seed.-87 
TrngatlOn.-20. 23, 31.52.55,58 
1 sciltzl1l11m pllosum,-60, 61 

J 
Jambtd tree,-S7, 58 
Japan groundnut,-76. 
Jasper,-9 
Jaswanrl tree,-57 
Jatropha curcas,-S7 
Jowar (Sorghum vulgare) ,-13, 65, 

67, 70, 71,73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 
79-B5, 90, 96, lOS, 109, 114, 
115, 120, 134 

JUjube tree,-57, 5B, 59 

1{ 

1(adb, (Jowar straw),-see Jowar 
I\adll mmb,-see neem tree, 

1(-(Contd) 

Kala tIl,-see mger 
Kam.--see smut 
Kardl,--see safflower 
Kate, or sdk-cotton tree,-57 
Kaval, or wood apple tree,-57, 58 
Keatlnge, G F ,-34, 46, 47 
Kelkar. G K -65 ' 
Khandesh.-38 
Knarf! (or rams) crops,-2, 20, 70, 

71, 85. 113 
KhaYlf (or rruny) season -20, 66, 

68, 79, 80. 82, 83 
Khurpa (or hand harrow).-64 
Kukee,-5, 8, 49, 77, 126, 137, 

142.146, 153 
/{o!& (or, waterman),-133, 
Knshna nver.-8 
Kudal (or spade),-64 
Kulkarm (Vlllageclerk and account

ant),-37, 39. 40. 41, 67. 124 
[(ulth. (Doltehos btjlorus) ),-72.77. 

78, 80. 113 
Kunda (a weed),-60. 61 

L 

Labour In village.-126-128 
.. Ladles' fmgers."-see bhendl 
Land Revenue of vlllage,-39-43 
Llme m 50115.-17 
Lmseed.-63 
Lowala (a weed),-60. 61. 

.'-1 

Magnetlc oXlde of lron,-16. 17 
Mahars (a caste),-36, 37. 40, 120, 

122, 123. 124, 125, 132, 141, 142 
Manarwarla (resldence of Mahars), 

-27 
Maharug tree,-see Adant/lIIs ex-

celsa 
Maka (a weed),-63 
, Afal' land,-8, 33, 101 
Mangs (a caste),-63. 122, 123, 124, 

125, 132, 141, 142. 
J.f anglfera lnalCa,--see mango 
Mango tree,-56, 57. 59, 128 
Manure (cattle),-120, 128, 129, 
Manure plts.-120 
:\lanunng.-76, 83, S6 
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M-(Contd.) 

Marathas (a caste).-122. 123. 124, 
125.141.142 

Marsdema volublhs.-62. 
Marvel grass.-62. 
Medlcmal plants.-63. 
Medium black sol1.-14, 15. 16. 19. 
Mehta, G D-80. 
M elza aztdzrachta,--see neem tree. 
Methl (or fenugreek),-72, 73 
Mhot (or ungatlOn bag),-23. 
Ml1k,-1l7, 118, 119, 126, 127 
MIlking anlmals,-117-121 
Mlrasz tenure of land.-34 
Mixed crops,-77-78 
Moghan (a seed dnll).-64. 
Mogh erand tree,-57 
Mohamedans.-122. 123, 124. 133. 

142. 
MoM grass,-63. 
Mokaddam (a vlliage officer),-36 
Money-lenders (savkars),-131. 144. 
Moola over.-5. 8 
llfofCellement,-see fragmentation 
Morznga pterygospeyma,--see horse-

radish tree 
Mortgages.-130-131. 148 
Moss agate.-9 
Mudat kkared, (a form of mort

gage),-130. 131. 
Mulkks patd.-see patzl 
Mung or mug (a pulse crop).-

64. 72. 78 
Muymad sol1,-11, 12-13, 14. 19. 

20. 
Murum.-ll , 13, 15. 17, 33, 101, 

102, 116, 120. 

N 

Nagarmotha (a weed).-see lowala 
Najar gahan (aform ofmortgage).-

130 
Nalas (small streams),-10. 21, 22, 

24, 27. 28, 30, 32, 33. 40, 55, 
56, 57 

Nanded (a Vlllage m Hyderabad. 
Dn ),-111. 

NandUYkJ (a tree),-57 
Narayangaon,-91. 108 
Navt (a Vlllage officer),-see barber 
Neem tree.-57, 58. 

N-(Contd·l 

Niger (GuJzo/sa abyssllucal.-t2, 
61, 13, 74. 75. 77. 103-10 , 114 

Niger seed cake,-120. 
NJlwa,--see ;owar, 
Nitrogen m Deccan sol1s,-17. 
Nyctanthes aYboY-IY2SItS,-57. 

o 

Occupancy tenure,-34. 35 
011. as food.-134. 
01lcake.-120 
Oruons,-72, 73. 
Opal,-9 
Organic Matter In Deccan sOlls.-

13, 14, IS, 16, 17. 

P 

Pagoda tree.-51. 
PandYa ckapka,-see pagoda tree. 
Pangaya tree,-S1 
PaY'latak tree,-57 
Par" (or washerman),-133, 
Patel (VIllage headman),-26. 37. 

39, 40, 41. 123 
Pawana nver.-S. 8. 12.31. 
Peas,-64. 67, 72. 74. 75, 76. 77. 

78. 90-93, lOS, 108-110. 114. 
115. 120. 

Pencedanum g,anolum.-64. 
Penmsetum alopecurus.-63 
Penmsetum typhozdeum,-see bal" 
People of the Vlllage.-122-148. 
Pka,at (a bght harrow) • .......s4. 65, 

66.82.86,98, 106. 110 
Phaseolus mungo.-see mung 
Phaseolus rad,atus.-see udld 
PktenJx sylvatleus. see toddy palm. 
Phosphonc ACId In Deccan sOlls.-

17 
PhYSIC nut tree,-57.58 
Pigeon pea,--63 
Ptmpal tree,-57. 
Plmpla-gurav (a village),-12. 
Plantams,-58 
Ploughs,-64, 65. 66, 106, 110 
PlumerJa acutJjolJa,-see pagoda 

tree. 
PomClana ,eCJa,-see cul-monu, 

tree. 
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~-(COJltd I 
;roliee Palel,--5ee 'Palel. 
Po.negranates,-58 
!'Dona,-I, 2, 3, 8, 69, 70, 73, 77, 

90, 91, 92, 108, 109, 118, 119, 
126, 127, 129, 151, 153. 

Potholes in nver,-9. 
I'nest,-Iee gurao 
PsorallfJ corylljoha,-62 
l'u!"e crops (as a whole),-67, 71-

72, SO, 114, 134 
Fundla cane,-lll. 
Purandhare famIly of Poona,-36, 

37 

R 

nabl (cold weather) crops,-I, 20, 
31, 66, 70, 71, 78, 85, 115. 

Rab, season,-20, 65, 79, 83, 113 
RaJ-mohon (a Wlld mustard),-63 
Hd.infall In the vllla.ge,-5, 31, 93, 

94. 95. 
Ilamosha (or watchman),-122, 123. 

124. 132, 141. 
Rango Pandlt Khole,lnamdar,-3S-

39 
Rent of houses,-13S. 
Rent of land.-128. 
Rlce,-67, 69, 113. 114, 134. 
Rltha, or soap-nut tree,-57. 
River water.-20. 21, 157. 
Rock crystal,-9. 
l{otatJons of crops.-73-78. 
"Rural Economy 10 the Bombay 

Deccan II by G. F. Keabnge.-
34. 35, 

Rust of wheat.-98. 
Ryc/way' tennre,-5, 34, 123. 

S 

Saffiower cake,-120. 
So.\lt. as food.-134. 
Sann-hemp.-67,73. 
SapmduB t,.jollatuB.-57 
Sara/a (a weed),-63. 
&eed dnlls,-64. 65, 66, 86, 98 
Seed supply. quabty of,-80, 81, 

82, S6--87. 
Sesamum,-64. 103, 
Shalu,-see jowar 

S-(Q)ntd) 

Sheep,-5S. 83, 116 
Sheep-foldmg,-83, 97 
Shevga,-see horse-radIsh tree 
Shewra,-81. 
Shtnde tree,-see toddy palm 
Shoemaker,-see chambhars 
Slckle,-64 
SIlk cotton tree,-S7 
Slta-phul.-see custard-apple 
SIZe of famllies,-134, 135, 136, 

139, 140, 141, 142, 143. 
Smut of Jowar,-83. 85 
Smut of wheat,-98 
Soap-nut tree,-57, 58 
Soil classificabon, Bombay system, 

-17, 18, 19 
SolIs of the Deccan,-7, 8 
SOlIs of the vlllage,-11-20 
Solanum xanthocarpum,-63 
Sonar (goIdsmlth),-122, I? d3 
Sorghum vulgare,--see JOW? 
SpanIsh peanut,-see grl ..lut 
Splces,-67, 134. . 
Standard of hfe 10 .d.ge,-134-

137. 
Stock, agncultural,-1l6-121, 148, 

155. 
SubdlVlsion of la.nd,-31, 43-54, 

93, 96, lSI, 154. 
Sugar,-134. 
Sugar-cane,-8, 61, 69, 73, 110-

113, 114, 115. 
SUrt, breed of buffaloes,-117. 
Surveyor occupancy tenure,-34, 

35. 
Sutar,-see carpenter. 

T 

Tabs gahan (a form of mortgage), 
-130 

Tamannd tree,-57, 58, 128. 
Tamartndus ,ndlCa,-see tamannd 

tree 
Threshmg of Jowar,-81, 83, of 

ba)n,-83, 88, 90; of JUI',-88 , 
of wheat,-98, of mger,-103 

TlCca disease of groundnut.-I06 
T&l,-see sesamum, or nIger 
Toddy palm.-57, 58, 59, 123. 
Trap,-see Deccan trap. 
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T-(Culltu \ 

Trel's of the \,J~r,-5:;:'iQ, 15~ 
THI>JrlofS Icr •• ; ~ .. "-t-1 
fltr (C,. , ' 11'''''!'<\ -I? ~, '7 

71, n, 77 78, [:l R5-"n 1()'~, 10 i 
TI Y PIlC borer,-
Ttlr '~l't,-~q 

u 
l.:clld (<1 pulse lfop).-64, 7C., 7t!
Umber tree,-737-, ;,8 
Up" tenure ~I 1;md,-34 
Unne of ammals,-l:!() 

~ 

Yauc;aon,-2 ... 
10J (,\ p'ihe rtlr\,-7?, 111 
I"as one' (a. "'t'n 11 --60 "I h'! 
\"€~etJ.ble crl)!)<;, as" wPole,--h"', 

70, 72-73, ]0:- 114 
VCJ::'ctatloD of the 'liJage,-5;-bl 
r 19l1a catlallg,-scc chat'll. 

\\,ltcl.ll.an -'lr 1{1111 ;, 
''.'It.r III .Dcc .. au .o>O.Js.-lZ 
\\ .. h'r3 01 lhil Hllage,-_')", 

1'}7170 
Weed",-S:) G4, ~G 
\\ec"lls 10 sccJ,-~:! 
'relle; of thc \ .JI.lgt,-:'O-.,I. 5 

151, 158-170 
\\'t.'ltern G;'ats,-I 
Wheat,--1.,7, 6q·70 7'2. 7,l. 7 

75. 76, 77, 78, 79, t)5, :"(1, ~. 
100. 101, IH, 13! 

Wllt of tllr,-RS 
Wmgatl.',-17 
\VlDgate's SUI' I ,-17 
"'oort-apple tn ",-~('c r.(H " 

Zcouh.s.-~ 
ZI-:; phl:s J!lJ"lla,-~('c JUjube tau 

I 




