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PREFACE. 

HElnd~anE1npire with its bewildering diversity of · p¢oples; its wonderflll monuments of a past 
.!!!!!!!!!!!!!l greatness, .it~ gorgeous palaces, its beautiful temples; jts splendid Inosques, the magnificence 

of itsprin~es, the beauty and gfandeur· of its scenery, renders it one of the most intensely 
interesting conll;tries of the world, not only to the historian, the artist and the scholar but 
also to the traveller desj~ous of new ,experiences. This vast Eastern dependency of Britain 
has long peen associated in the minds of Ellropeans with much that is illythical .and unreal; 
but with the increased facilities of communication between the Occident and the Orient, these 
erroneous impressions are gradually being obliterated and a truer appreciation of India and 
its teeming millions is beginning to be shown. It is to assist in further enlightening 
the English speaking public concerning the great Eastern wonderland that these glimpses of 
Hindustan have been prepared on entirely novel lines. It is the first occasion on which an 
attempt has been made to present in a bright, handy and inexpensive manner by means of the 
camera, a faithful panoramic representation .. of the most characteristic architectural and natural 

beauties of the land. The accompanying descriptive letter-press has been prepared by writers thoroughly acquainted with the 
places and topics on whi~h they ,dis;coursej an.d every care has been taken to ins~re accuracy. It is impossible to exaggerate 
the charms of such marvels of artistic creation as the Taj at Agra, the Jain temples at Mount Abu or Palitana, or some of 
the Inore modern buildings which are scattered abollt the country, or the awe-inspiring grandeur of the Himalayas or the 
rugged landscapes of the Nilgiris; yet DO word painting alone can convey such a realistic conception of those places as the 
absolutely accurate reptpductions of the photographs contained in this volume. These have been prepared by Some of the best 
known firms of photographers in India including Messrs. Bourne & Shepherd, of Calcutta and Bombay; Messrs. Lala Deen 
Dayal & Sons, Secunderabad, whose views of military life are splendid samples of instan~eous photography; Messrs. 
Nicholas & Co.) Madras; Messrs. Barton, Son & Co., Bangalore ; Mr. B. D. Dadaboy, Mooltan, to whom the editor's thanks 
are dlle. The excellent cuts illustrating the article on cotton are published by kind permission of Mr. Ratnagar, proprietor 

. (iii) . . ' ." 
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of the Indz"an Textt'le Journal, to whom the editor wishes to express his obligations as well as to the numerous gentlemen 
who have assisted him in compiling the descriptive matter, many of whom desire to preserve their anonymity. 

He is particularly indebted to the Rev. J. M. Macdonald, chaplain of Cuttack and the author of" Thunderbolt," for his 
valuable aid, as well as to Professor R. P. Karkaria, editor of" Carlyle's Lectures on Literature;" Mr. J. Ferguson, editor of 
the Ceylon Observer; Mr. D. S. Brebner, of the Madras Mat'f/ Mr. R. D. Hughes and Mr. N. R .. Chkhgar, of the Ttitles 
of Indza, and numerous friends and confreres, who have helped him in various ways in the preparation of this volume, which 
is not in any way intended as a guidebook ·of the ordinary type. In addition to the description of places there are several 
articles which have been written after much laborious research. It is hoped these will materially enhance the interest of the 
work. The account of the Indian army has been compiled from the most reliable sources, while the narrative of the 
development of Indian railways has been specially prepared by an eminent engineer, whose intimate acquaintance with 
everything pertainitlg to their working gives practical value to his observations on this most important subject. The enormous 
strides which have been made in the Indian textile industry within recent years and its capabilities for future expansion afford 
ample excuse for the introduction of a chapter OR this interesting question, which is from the pen of a gentleman who is 
actively interested in the great busilless. The Parsees, a shrewd and ·enterprising people who left their country like the pilgrim 
fathers for conscience' sake, occupy a uniqlle position. They have grown by dint of loyalty, industry and integrity from 
a band of homeless fugitives into one of the most influential and wealthy communities of India, and the history of their 
adventures and progress by a co-religionist cannot fail to a~aken the admiration of all those who delight in the exhibition of 
the sterling qualities of pluck and indomitable perseverance in the face of almost insurmountable difficulties. Among soine 
of the most noteworthy relics of a great past are the temples hewn in the rocks, which have withstood the ravages of time in a 
remarkable manner: These and the o,ther splendid legacies of a great antiquity and an ancient religion are graphically 
portrayed, and it is hoped that combined with the truthful narration of episodes of Indian history and details of the life and 
customs of the people will render this book valuable. to all who have had no personal acquaintance with the land, but who desire 
to become better informed regarding this marvellous home of nearly three hundred millions of Oriental subjects of the 
Kaiser-i-Hind. At the same time every endeavour has been put forth to make it an acceptable souvenir to all who have dwelt 
in the" land of regrets." 

THE EDITOR. 
BOMBAY, OCTOBER, 1895. 
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