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PREFACE. 

IN these prosaic days, the" Pax Britannica" having been e!.tahlished 
throughout India, it is hard to realize that, not so very long 

ago, the country was overrun by armed gangs, and that a state of 
lawlessness, somewhat similar to that which now prevails among the 
trihes on the North-lVest Frontier, existed. 

Theile gang'! proved a \'eritable pest in their immediate neigh­
houl'hood. They terrorised the populace by murdl'l', l~oting, rob­
Iwril''I and Ilaeoii ies. It was, therefore incumbent on the Govcrnment 
to take ~iep~ to e,tahlish law and order III thos!' pl'oyill(,(,s "her!' such 
gangs exi~ted. 

The employment of regular hoops prov!'d un"lti~factor)". It 
was found ihat their discipline ~uJfered 011 beil'g split up into small 
detachnll'lIls, and that they c~lllracted much sicklles~ b,\' serving ill 
unhealthy localities. Further, it "as not always politic to usc them, 
and the cost was prohibitive. 

Thesc circumstances led to the formation of Local l'orps, such 
as the Khande&h Bhi! Corps. The wi&dom of the decision arrived 
at, subsequent events have abundantly proved .. 

The object in raising a Local Corps is to restore order in a 
lawless District and to preserve it thereafter. This is effected by 
inducing those who take to the road, as the Bhils· did, to join it~ 
rank$. At the start, it is a difficult task. Men who have been in 
the allbit of plunderillg, murdering, robbing and looting, arc mOit 
difficult to iJ.lIure into the net of discipline. 'I'hey are suspicious and 
look askance. It must be pointed out to them that an hone&t liveli­
hood is preferable to one connected \\ith theft, ro~bcry and crim~, 
which punisllment is sure to follow. ' 

Once prejudice and fears have been alllyed, it is self evident 
tllllt these are the very men required. They arc brave to II: fault j 
no enterprize is too daring for them j they are acquainted with 
every 11m path, refuge, retreat and forest ill the Province. It is 
also more lhan probable that all the bad cbaracters are known to them. 

1'0 make them . law-abiding subjects. however, is no light task. 
The best method to obtain this elld is that their officers should en­
deavour to enlist them personally, to shew them that they trust them 
and mean to be.their friends, and then to make them understand that 
much is expected of them. After this come drill and di&cipline, 
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proper, clothing and housing. So 'much effected tney graauauy 
learn to sec 'that an honest' living i" the be&t. At fir~t auy material 
that offers must be accepted. 'Later it is better to restrict recruit­
ing to young men. The advantage of this is that tIle! are more 
pasily ltd and instructed, as well as weaned from bad habits, should 
such have been unfOliunately contracted. . 

The duties of a Local Corps are dual. They require to be 
sufficiently well drilled and disciplined to be able to take the field 
alone, or beside the regulars. In times of pE'ltce their dutiell are akin 
to those of the Police. 

When it is necessary to raise a new Corps, it is 'e:\'ideut that the 
officer selected for the duty should be possessed of exceptional quali­
ties. Great administrative ability is' not the only consideration, he 
must be capable of winning the affection and confidence of those 
with whom he will be required to serve. It was indeed fortunate for 
the welfare of the Khandesh Bhil Corps, that the choice fell on 
Outram, the Bayard of the East, of whom it can be truthfully said 
that he was "Sans peur et sans reproche." Althouljh but 2~ years 
of age when the task of raising the Corps was assigned him, he 
proved he was fully capable of coping with it. It is more than pro­
bable that the experience gained then, combined with the responsi­
bilities connected therewith, had much to do with the formation of 
his character, and led up to his brilliant achievements in later life. 

While perusing the records of .. The Khandesh Bhil Corps" so 
a,.bly collated by Mr. A. H. A. Simcox, one cannot fail to be interes­
ted, nor can one but acknowledge the wonderful services the Bhils 
performed, and how extraordinarily useful they proved themselves to 
be. As one closes the pages of the book a tinge of regl'ct appears 
at the thought that this gallant body of men no longer exists, and 
that its extinction is due almost entirely to the part the Corps itself 
played in restoring law and order ill Khandesh. There is, however, 
one consolation, namely, that the past can never be taken from the 
Corps. In publishing these records 1\1r. Simcox serves to keep its 
memory green and appeals 110t only to " lovers of Khande&h," but to 
all lovers of brave men and their deeds of daring. 

R. 1\1. BETHAM, LIEUT.-COL., 
Tlte lOht Grenadicn. 



AUTHOR'S FORE'YORD. 

THOSE who awell nowadays in the .Bombay Presidency live in 
a peace 80 profound,. tllat it may seem to them difficult to 

imagine any very different conditions. That the Marathas were onc~ 
the most feared race in India, that hordes of ill-paid mercenal'Y Arabs 
wandered armed and oppressed the country in the name of this or 
that master, that the BhiIs descended from their eyries and swept­
the plains of many a fair district, that the Pindaris were a constant 
menace on the eastern frontier; all these things influence lllOdern 
life as much, and are as often in the public mind, as the lVars of the 
Roses in England. Yet it were not well that the nauml and 'dped~ 
of the great men to whom we owe our prcsent. peace and comfort. 
he forgot\en: It is true t.hat RO long as an Englj~hnllm remaiull in 
India, the name of Outram can never die. But e"en Outram is re­
membered at Lucknow and forgotten in Bombay. That he worked 
as hard, and sacrificed himself as readily, when he was a Subaltern 
as when he was a General, is)ittle known. As for the many other 
less prominent, but still admirable, men whose names appeal' in this 
book, it would be safe to say that few of the prese~t generation 
have cven heard of them. In fact, many of their names are better 
kept alive- in the traditions of the country people than in the litera­
ture of the educated. 

Where would be the prosperity of Bombay, if ev~ry available 
acre in J(handesh were not sown with cotton? What would be the 
feelings of the soldiers at Poona, AhmecJnagar, and Aurangabad 
if they were required to patrol the Satpuras and Satmalas in foree 
every season P Not a soldier now remains in the Province, nor is 
the need of military force ever felt; Ravenous beasts are so scarce, 
that it is hardly worth while for the shikari to come to Khandesh. 

I trust I have given sufficient- reason for this book, a small 
addition to the glorious traditions of the Bombay Presiden('y, both 
military and civil. . 

1\1y readers will please note that I ha"e assumed' a general 
knowledge of contemporary bistory, and morc. particularly of tbe 
events of 1818 and of 183'7-58. I ha"e not attempted comparisons of 
local events with those occurring elsewhere, nor conn ex ions between 
local events and the genera,l bistory of India, but have confined 
myself to the history of the Province and its local corps, seeking 
only to ~eep alive the memory of great men and great deeds, and 
leaving my readers to compare, connect, and conclude a& tbey will. 
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I make no excuse for quoting f~eely from official letters, 
quaint as is sometimes their language. Nor have I attempted to 
• hunterianize' the spelling of the old records. It is familiar 
enough to'those who know India, that what was once Candeish is 
now Khandesh, that Dhurrungaum and DharangaoD are the same 
place, and that Bhyria is phonetic fOI' Baherya. I must plead guilty 
to having placed a few stops in some of the old leUers. Critics may 
possibly say that I have not. placed enough. If one might find 
fault. with Outrnm, one would say that hi~ scntl'nc('s arl' )ong('r, 
more pallsdl'ss and IU'eathless than his forced mnl'cht's. 

It remains to expl'ess my gratitude to those who have a<;sistl'll 
me. Sir }'. n. Outram has most kindly sent me mallY interest.ing 
family records, on which I have {l'eel, indented. Ur. Rudyard Kip­
ling has assisted me with valuable ,suggl'stions. Mr. R. n. nell, 
Under Secrl'tary to Government. has hail thl' Sl'crdariat files searl'ill'd, 
and 1\11'. Balvant]\1ahadeo, the Rec~rd-kceper, has kindly sent me the 
files I needed. and has even been at pains to niark the pages for me. 
1\11'. Curtis has also sent me some extracts from t.he CommisRioner's 
reeords.' 1\1r. K. R. Bamallji. Collector of 'Vest Khandesh, has been 
most kind in allowing me the use o,t many of his office files. 
Colonel Burrard, Director-General of Indian Surveys, has had the 
accompanying map prepared for me. The Officers Commanding the 
Regiments from which the nhil Corps officers were drawn and the 
Station Staff Offieer, Poona, have kindly searched their regimental 
records for information regarding those officers. not always with 
success, Sir Lesley Prabyn. Mr. Crawley Boevey, Dr. Pollen, Mr. 
1\1. Kennedy, and Mr. H. M. Gibbs have supplied me with reminis­
cences/of Oliver .1'robyn. Last, but not least, my dear wife has copied 
out for me all the extracts from old record~ embodied in the book. 
Time\\orn.and crabbed a~ many of them were, the ta&k lI"aS not an 
easy one. '1'0 all these I render my sincere thanks, and trust the 
result may not disappoint them. 

The binding is an attempt to reproduce Outram's old colours. 
dark blue with green facings. and the Mutiny medal which the 
Corps so w~ll earned.. 

Judge, criticize, condemn as you \\iII. yet be a little merciful 
to one of your number, for to you, as the title page says. I com­
mend my work, 0 Lovers of Khandesh. 

CAMP AT RAVER, 

16th Januar'll191~. 

A. H. A. SIMCOX. 
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'CHAPTER t. 

THE PROVINCE 01" KHANDESH. 

THE limits of the Province of Khandesh have been differently des-

cribed at variou~ periods. In the" Ain-i-.(\.kbari " is an account 
of the Subah of Dandesh, also named .Khandebh. The compiler of 
that work states that Jamod, now in Berar, is the eastern boundary 
of the Subah, and gives .Laling ncar 'Dhulia as the western limit. 
Nothing is said about the southern boundary, and Pal is the only 
place mentioned on the north. Asirgadh is stated to be the 
residence of the Governor, and brief notes arc given about several 
other toWIlS. It is noticeable that all the f9wns mentioned are in 
the ea~teru half of the province, except one, Thalner, which is on the 
Tapti river ill Shirpur Taluka. The western half of the province is 
practically ignored. Probably the reason is that the main through 
"oute of those days was from north· east to south·west, through 
the Asirgadh gorge. across East Khandesh, .and up the Ajanta. 
Pass into the Deccan towards Daulatabad an,d Ahmedllagar. The 
compiler of" Ain-i-Akbari ., further assigns .Nandurbar to Malva 
Subha. and treats Baglan as an independent region. rightly belong­
ing to Gujllrat. The Subha is t;aid o,to be popUlated by Kunbis, 
Bhils. and .Gouds. all very industrious, and the last named famous 
for taming lions. 

Tavernier. the French diamond merchant who travelled all over 
India in the days of Aurangzib, made his starting point at Surat, 
and tt'avelled through Khandesh at least twice. He, however, docs 
not allude to territorial divisions. but only gives itineraries. He 
mentions Navapur as producing the best rice in India, and 
Burhanpur as being a place of importance. He also has a story 
about Ankai FOl't, near l\lanmad. 

Ferishta again does not mention the boundaries of Khandesh 
thou'gh h~ often refers to the local dynasty. which claimed to be 
descended from the Khalif Umar. 

1 



THE ltHANDESH BHIL CORPS. 

In more recent times, up to the beginning of British rule, the 
province finds little notice in history. Its people are, and ap'pa­
relltly always have been, attached to the soil,lot.h to emigrate, averse 
to any service which might take them outside visiting distance 
of their native towns. They have always paid the demands of 
whatever conquerors might happen to be their overlords for the 
time being. All they have asked is to be let a.lone to cultivate their 
lands. They have never produced a leader of men, who should mar­
shal his compatriots to conquest. But however little the people of 
the province may have cherished ambition, the various foreign con­
querors who from time to time passed through Khandcsh did no~ 

fail to observe its rich soH and abundant capacity for producing 
revenue. It will suffice, as evidence of this, to describe the state of 
l{handcsh at the..heginning oC British rule in 1818. Sindia then beld 

. tbe parganas of Chopda, Pachora, and Yaval, and many isolated vil­
lages. Holkar laid claim to large tracts in the province, and it was 
indeed on the cession of his claims by the treaty of Mandleshwar that 
the Company first entered the province, in order to take over the 
cedcd tracts. The Nizam had overstepped the Satmalas in tbe south 
and had dominion over many villages. The Pe~hva claimed the 
remainder of the province and had many resid~nt Jahagil'dars and 
officers. the chief of whom was the Rajabahadur of Malegaon. Parola 
was a fief of the crown of Jhansi. The Nawab of Wai claimed feudal 
rights over the pargana of Erandol, and the Gaikwad over those 
parts of Baglall which are dominated by the hill foI'b of Sah:r. 
Asirgadh and Burhanpur were overrun by Pindari chiefs. On the 
Satm°ala Hills, the Satpura Mountains, and the Akrani were many 
semi-independent Bbil chieftains. 

By conquest, forfeiture, exchange, or lapse, mOlit of these 
foreign o"erlords have vanished. and the province may now be des­
cribed as all British. The natural frontier to the south has, however, 
never been reasserted, the tehsil of Burhanpur has since very early 
times been considered to be part of the Centr,al Provinces, and the 
remainder of the province has been cut up to form part of the ·dill­
trict of Nasik, and more recently the two districts of East and 'Vest 
Khandesh. 

Territorially, and etqnographically the boundariel> of Khandesh 
are well defined •. On the north lie 'the SatpurlA :\lountains, from 



THE l'ROVINCR OJ' XlIAN_DESH. s 

Knthi State to Asirgadh. On the south is the Sab;nala and Ajanta 
Range from the Sahyadris to the border of Berar, having only one 
small gap between Chandor and Man mad, through which the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway main line now runs. On the west are 
the Sahyadris or Western Ghats, as far as the Tapti, and nort.h of 
that river the Kathi Hills, and on the east the rough range of 
hills lying between Jamner, Edalabad, and the Berars. 

In shorl, the province consists of the basins of the Tapti and 
its amuents from Asirgadh on the east to the Sahyadris on the 
west. Within these limits the people of the soil, tbough themselves 
split up into innumerable castes and divisions, are 80 far an united 
whole that they will not intermarry with those from outside, and 
that they have always maintained a peculiar set of weights and 
measures. 

There is no written history of Khandesh. The caves of Ajanta 
are within its territorial limits, and those of Ellora only just outside. 
Tlrere are also cave temples at Patna in the Chalisgaon Taluka. 
Judging by the importance of these monuments, it may be assumed 
that in Buddhist days, and in the time when Hinduism re-asserted 
itself, Khandesh was no unimportant province. There is an ancient 
temple in the Shirpur Satpuras which has on one side a 
Duddha. and on the other the boar-avatar of Vishnu. Many ancient 
monoli.thic temples, wells, and tanks exist allover the province. 
These are usually assigned by tradition either to the Pandavs or 
to the" Gaoli Rajas." Thougll there is no history of .the Gaoli 
Rajas. the univer98.lity of the tradition that they existed indicates 
that in pre-Mussulman days the province must have_ owned some 
dynasty of Hindu kings, whose revenue was derived from the • 
forests. , 

lIost of the plains of Khandesh would appear to have been in 

prehistoric times a lake or inland sea. There are distinct beac~es 
of water-worn pebbles and boulders to be found in many places 
at the foot of the Satpura and Satmala Hills. The plain itself 
undulates, but not to a great extent, and averages some 700 feet 

above sea level. There are. however, isolated ranges of low hills 
in the interior, rising sometimes to 1,200 feet. At the west 
end, the plain rises r~pidly towards t.he Sahyadris. The 
surroundiJlg mountains are usually precipitoui, and have bllen 
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cut by the action of water into a variety of craggy pell:ks, varying 
in hei.ght from 5,000 feet to fl,500 fect. in many cases the isolated 
peaks are formed of enormous blocks of black basalt. with level tops. 
and sides scarped to a depth of several .hundreds of feet. So per­
pendicular are the &ides of the scarps, that many of them .appear 
as if,they had been artificially formed. Such peaks are invariably 
called' Killa,' and everyone of them shows more or less signs of 
having been rendered defensible. If the scarp was naturally inacces­
sible, one or more staircases were cut in ~t, and defended with door­
ways. If there were weak points in the scarp. they were protected 
by parapet ,ails. It is a curious fact that though these hills are 
isolated peaks, and though the basalt is most impenious t.o water, 
yet, at certain levels, more or less distant from the top, a little 
excavation hal'! suceeeded in discovering a sure and perennial supply 
of pure water. Every.one of these forts has one or more cave 
ta~ks. generally rectangular in plan. and often deepening as the exca­
vation goes further into the rock. containing water. Every fort 
also has one or more dry caves, evidently used as residences. or as 
store rooms for grain or ammunition. Luxuriant grass is always to 
be found on the hill tops. More admirable places ~r refuge or 
defence could not be imagined. F'rom the form of the excavation it 
~eems that these forts, though usually called 'l\Iaratha Forts: have 
been used from very ancient times: Though seldom ornamented, as 
iI1 the case of EBara and Ajanta. with sculpture or painting. the 
water caves and dry caves present all the appearance of Buddhist 
cells. Moreover. the Maratha genius was destructive. not construc­
,tive. Had the Maratha Kings or Peshvas undertaken works so 
extensive and laborious as the excavation of these chambers, the fact 
could not fail to have been noticed in history. The west and 
south frontiers of the province abound in these ii!Olated forts. The 
Sa1puras on the north have not so many. but the whole range is 
ina~cessible in the extreme, and affords countless hidi.ng places. 

On the plains every town and village of' importance was 
strongly fortified. Some, like l\Ialeg~on and Parola, were surround­
ed by chains of bastions connected by curtains a~d surrounded by a 
moat or dry ditch, with an elaborate citadel-palace at one angle. In 
smaller village* the outer walls of the hous~s themselves were built so 
AS to torm a' continuous curtain wall. independent bastions being 



THE PRO~CE OF XHANDESH. 5 

provided at cacli gateway. The number and elaborateness of the 
fortifications and places of refuge surely indicate a perpetual dread 
of attack. It has been noted above that the people of Khandesh 
are neither bloodthirsty, warlike, nor ambitious. It is not likely, 
then, that each town, as on the North-west ~'rontier, was fortified 
Ilgainst the attacks of its neighbours. Foreign enemies certainly 
have beeq sho\\n to have passed and repassed, sometimes plundering 
and marching away, sometimes remaining as conquerors. Even 
these enemies, however, appeared but rarely in the course of centurieS', 
and do not suffice to account for the continual need of security 
shown in a province whose ever.y village was a fortress, and whose 
every patil closed his village gates on himself, his belongings, and 
the folk in his. c~arge every night. It follows that the province 
must have been infested with ever-present foes, who might appear 
in any numbers on any day or· any night, and against whom every 
village must needs be constantly on the watch. That such foes 
existed, and in what manner they were rendered hal'mless, it is the 
purpose of this memoir to explain. 



CHAPTER II . 

. THE DHILS. 

FH.OM a point north of Udaipur, over a triangular space, oC 
which the base is roughly the south boundary oC the Province 

of Khandesh, are found the Bhils.· Short, black, snub-nol!:J, 
usually ugly, bu:Jj withal of a cheerful expression .. they are easily 
distinguished from their neighbours. For it is only in a. few very 
~ild patches of jungle that the population is exclusively Bhil. In 
cultivated tracts they are found, a small colony on the outskirts of 
each village, combining in their persons the varied attributes of 
village police, bird-scarers and watchers of crops, general sportsmeIi, 
helots, Picts and Scots, and ordinary footpads, . They are, un­
doubte41y, one of !the chief remaining tribes of those people who 
inhabited the Peninsula of India before the Aryan incursion j the 

. inhabitants of the Dakshina-vana, known iflo Sanskrit authors only 
as monkeys and goblins. To this day, though they 'have" adopted 
many Hindu customs, and speak languages largely borrowed 
from the Hindus among whom they live, ~ey are tacitly recognized 
as non-Hindu. They live ch&ek by jowl with the untouchable, the 
scavengers, and cobblers; they arc coupled with such out-castes in 
ordinary parlance. Ye'll a Bbil may enter a temple or a house 
without defiling it, just as a Mussulman 01' a Christian may. He 
is not part of the scheme of caste at all. Further, the heir of the 
Sun, in whose veins flows the' bluest blood in the world, the 
acknowledged head of all Rajputana, is not established on his 
throne till he has received on his forehead the tilak from the Dhil, 

. who is a more ancient lord of the soil than the offspring of Ramn 
himself. 

*An aecurate description of their habib,!. may be found In tbe Introduction to 
Vol~ IX, Part III. of the" Linguistic Survey of India" by Dr. G. ,\., Gliel'llOQ. 
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Mr. Rudyard Kipling lias given a vh-id picture of many Bhil 
challacteristics in .. The Tomb of His Ancestors," one of' the tales in' 
" A Day's Work." Savage in habits, suspicious of civilization, y'et 
faithful as a dog to the master who has won his confidence, the 
Dhil fears the Government doctor, whom he suspects as being little 
better than the witches of his own tribe i and yet he cheerfully faces 
a tiger on foot, though he is naked and only armed with a spear or 
bow and al1rows. 

Unfortunately for the Pro,-ince of Khandesh, the uncertainty 
of its government during the years previous to British rule, and the 
exorbitant demands of officials, authorized or upauthotized, had 
reduced the cultivators to such distress that they were barely able 
to maintain themselves, mucb less those dependent on them. ,In 
e,"ery ,"illage and on e,"ery mountain I'oad the Bhils were the 
hereditary local police. In return for patrolling the village 
lands, destroying wild beasts, and escorting travellers througb 
passes, they claimed maintenance from the villagers. In times 
of plenty this was cheerfully given, but the wars and oppr~s­
sions of that period caused universal poverty and distress. Many 
villages were deserted altogether, and the inhabitants of those 
that" remained cultivated such lands as they could, but were imme. 
diately plundered of the produce by the officers of the various 
Governments. 

At the time l\hen police was most needed there was nu food for 
Ule polic'e. The Bhils, as true hill men, illStinctively turned to their 
native hills. They forsook the villages which ilO longer maintained 
them, formed themselves into gangs, and took tip positions in the 
mountains. Each gang found a leader in the ~erson of the most 
daring robber of its number, and commenced to earn Its living by 
highway robbery, and by nightly descents on villages from which 
money, valuables, at" cattle could be secured. So' weak were iflhe 
various Governments that instead of trying to reduce or exterminate 
the gangs by force ?f arms, they 'Would endeavour to placate them 
by ransom and tribute, not, with the idea of inducing them to 
return to peaceful pursuits, but in order to cause them to maraud 
in other people's territories. The Nizam's officers and those of 
Holkar and Scindia seem to have kept the Bhils more or less regu­
larly supplied, nay even to~ ha~e systematically ahared in their 
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plunder. Consequently the Bhil raids were oftenest directed into 
Khandesh. Those who had been the guardians of thc peace became 
the bitterest foes of the people. Captain Briggs, the first Political 
Agent in Khandesh, remarks as follows on this subject:-

"From all I' can learn the Police of Candeish was origi­
nally entrusted to the Bhils and along the banks of the 
Tapty to the colies who during the time it is not 
fordable are employed in working the boats or rafts on 
that river. U:nder the former Government when they 
administered direct control over the province, the Police 
intelligence was entirely entrusted to the Bhils and the 
colies, the executive part to, the Sibundies. There were a 
certain number of Bhils in each village who had lands or ,a 
portion of the crops granted to them for their maintenancc, 
and whose duty it was to conduct strangers beyond their 
limits and make thenl over in safety to the next village 
Bhils •. 

They were the watchmen at night., they sat and protected 
passes during the day and night. and they guarded the 
cultivated fiel~. In these duties they wel'e mObt uscful to 
the inhabitants, but circumstances have driven the gl'eaicllt 
part of them to seek shelber in the hills and they have' 
now become the scourge of their own country. 1\Iy detailed 
reports on the Billls will have sufficiently informed )'o'u 
of their present condition and of the means whim I have 
taken to induce them to abandon their habib. In each 
district Bhil naiqs or chiefs were appointed to superintend 
the whole of the village Bhils, and 'bhe remains of this system 
is still maintained in the Dis~ricts of Gungturry; north 
of the Godavery. and in some of tbe Southern Districts of 
Candeish. 

The poverty of the ryots has induced them in the first 
instance to ~'ithltold the payments of the Bhils, the latter 
driven to necessity have tak'"en to high~ay robbery, and the 
manner in which the Bhils who still remain in villages 
are treated is sufficient to drive them to desperation. In 
Candeish the prospect of plundering with impunity has, 
with other circumstances, .deprived the villages ot most ot 

I 
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their watchmen and the forcsts and brushwood which ('over 
the face of the country for many miles together are peculiar­
ly advantageous for their attacks and favour their escape. 
Highway robberies attended with the most wanton and 
barbarous murders are committed daily, and it is with the 
gre'ltcst difficulty a few offendcrs have been secured in order 
to make examples. 

'I am ('onvinced from the cxpcl'ience I have had that such 
are the activity and intelligencc of thc Bhils that no robbery 
is committed without their gaining immediate information 
o( it, and those in whose vicinity these acts are committed 
generally share in the booty." 

Captain Ovans, first Southern Bhil Agent, also writes a similar 
account of the S~tmala Bhils previous to. 1818 • 

.. The disturbances succeeding thi~ unhappy peri~d sel'Ved to 
increase the confidence of these bandsf and to recruit their 
strength. Many of the Naiks now assumed the state of 
petty Rajas, and kept regular bodies of armed men in 
their pay for the 'purposes of plunder. The evil, too, was 
only increased by the attempts of the Native Governments 
to correct it. They did not hesitate to employ fraud, 
as \I ell as open force, to effect their object, and blany eruel 
ma$sacres of the Bhils are shid to h'ave taken place. Seeing, 
thcref~re, that theil' extermination was :determined Upon, 
they at last became utterly desperate, and avenged them­
selves on the surrounding country by such atrocities, as 
caused their very name to be equally dreaded and abhorred 
by the inhabitants." 

It is true that' there were I1t 'least two other classes of 
marauders, distinct fl'om the Bhils, ",ho also preyed on' Khan­
desh. One of these was the Pindari tribe, whose hunting-grounds 
extended westwards '.as far -as the Asirgadh Hills,' and who 
occasionally raided Khandesh. They did not fail to find adhe­

rents; imitators, and harbourel'S in the Tadvi and Nahal Bhils of the 
Satpuras. 

Another class of desperadoes was the Arab contingent, 
imported in the latter years of the Peshwas' rule. These Arabs 
formed tl\e garrisons of some of the more important towns, but 

2 
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w-ere also found in smnll detachment.'!, serving whatever mll!!tCr payed 
them best, and never failing to desert and plunder him when hls 
exchequer showed signs of emptiness. How. well they could fight 
may he read in the description by Captain BJiggs of the siege of 
Malegaon, reproduced in the Nasik District Gazetteer. That they 
turned their well-known bravery to accoun~ in t,Yrimnising over the 
wretched villagers, and extorting from them money RlJd valuable!!, 
is'proved by t.he correspondence of the early Political Agent.'! Ilnd 
Collectors, who found that the only waY,of being rid of their impor­
Lunities was to place them under guard, march them to Surat. and 
ship them back to Arabia. 

The Arabs. however, were a temporary importation, and the 
Pindaris were but occasional visitors to one part of the province. 
The Bhils w.ere a s.!anding menace to the whole country. 

Amongst thcmselv~s, the Bhils are divided into a number of 
se,pts. Tiley imitate those near them in a most. extraordinary way, 
and the Hindl1 caste system has, no doubt. influenced them in sub­
dividing themselves into what they themselves call 'castes.' These 
castes. however, are more of the nature of local than tribal divisions. 
They are mostly known by local names, as KORkani Bhils, Adnadi 
Bhils, and so forth. All will eat and drink together, and whlther 
they, will intermarry seems more a matter of chanct! than aught elite. 
The truth appears to be. that they assimilate themselves to their 
surroundings. They are in a rougb way remarkable linguist!!. 
Anyone who has watched a Bhil in Court will notice that he makes 
a fair success of ans\lering the Brahman Vakil in l\f:Lrathi. 'the 
Mussnlman Policeman and the presiding Sahib in Hindustani. "hile 
to his fellow prisoners he talks his own, patois. It is hardly 
surprising, then, that the Bhils of the plains of Khandehh should 
more' or less resemble the farmer/! there, "bjle those near the 
Sahyadris, where the farmers are Konkanis, ",arlis. l\Iavchis, and 
'other wild tribes, should emulate their neighbouu' wildness. 80 
primitive are the cultivating C'lasses near the Dangs, that only.fifteen 
'years agO' it was possible for a white man 'to "i&il villages, where 
one of his colour had never been yet seen, where the villagers would 
come out and \\orship him as a god, while his escort of Hili I police­
men _ from the plains called them 'jungle people' and amused 
tht'mselves by h\lnt~ng the chiIlIren up the trees like liquirrelli or 
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monkeys. There resided in one such village a DIan who in, his 
youth W/l.Ii 8!:rested for murder and !ralll,portcd. Having servcd his 

twenty years he was released and bent back to his nati,'e "illage 
strong, \\cll-fed, and "ell-clothed. He walkcd illto the villag~, "here 
no one knew him. As, however, he pointed quite correctly, sa) ing, 
• here is Rama's house,' and • there is Hari's field,' ,he was hailed, 
faute de mieu.r, as a god. He accepted his uncarned position, and 
livcd respected, on the fat of the land, for the re"t ,of his days. If 
the lando\\'lIel'8 were so primitive in those parts, the Bhil!, couid not 
fail to be equally savage, 01' more so. 

The Hhil scpta, it "ould appear, probablJ origll1at~d ill diffcr­
enccs of territol'Y and surroundings. There is, howeH!r one division 
of the race which has to be otherwise accounted for, namcly, the 
Tadvis or Musl!uh,lIan Bhils of the north-east of thc province. 
This tribe asserts as its tradition that the Tadvis "cre originally 
Bhils, but were forcibly converted to Mahommadanism in the times, 
of the Mussulman Emperors. The tradition may be accepted all 
substantially correct, for the Tadvis are those Bhils who liv" IIcarcbt 
to Hurhanpur, the l\Iussulman capital. Also, thcy are to this day 
three parts Bhil and ol)ly one Mussulmai\ in naturc. They grow 
morc or ICbs unsucccbsful beards, somc of them arc ~allcd by 
l\lubbulmun IUllnes, and on the occallion of muniagcs they consult. 
the Kazi. But against this it must be allowed that having consulted 
the Kazi they invite a Brahman to perform the actual ceremony, 
that they never worship in mosques, nor buil<l any in their villages, 
that they keep Hindu as well as l\Iussuhnan festivals, either being an 
excellent excuse for getting w·unk. Also, they claim the Hindu 
right of adoption, and if they o"n allegiance to any gods, it 'is to 
the bogicb and ogres of the hills, Yaghdevs, Nagdevs, and Dongal~ 
devs, ~ho arc the dread of all Bhils. 

As a general rule, the Bbil family is a happy one. The 
parents are de, oted each to the other, and to their children, of 

whom there are usually many .. The rough and poverty-stricken 
life of the Bhils, "'ith its irrcgular hours and uncertain food. caUses 
the infant mortality to be large, and prevents th" rapid spread of 
+be race. 

On fcstal occWtions, ho\\evcr, Bhils are apt to ",-ret frequently 
and hopcle~~IJ drunk. SOllletimes Ulcir "omcn share in the ol'gy. 



sometimes not. i~ any case they are often' beaten or driven &\\&y. 

It is hardly to be wOfldered at if there occur many lapses from 
virtue, and if many children arc born with only one Dhil 
parent. A certuin broad-minded charitJ':~ llowever, is shewn to such 
errors. The religious and' fo~mal -- praya~chita of the Hindus 
is dispensed with, but the practical adjunct to it is insisted on. In 
other words, the erring family -provides a great feed, with plenty 
of liquor, to the caste, that is, to the principal Bhils of the heigh­
bourhood. This done, the repentant lady, with her child or eH~n 
children, are received back,' and are thereafter considered liS no 
better and no ,"orse than any others." lIenee, moderate,ly fair 
complexions, and regular or aquiline f~atures, are by no means 
uncommon among nhils. ' ' 

The Bhils-dress all the surrounding Hindus of the poorer r1nsses 
do. The men wear a loin-cloth, with a dhotar' or t~o if'cireum­
stances pel'mit, and a ,red pagdi which varies from .Maratha-like re­
spectability to a seemingly chance collection, of wi&ps of red rag. 'A 
ghongadi or country-blanket of wool 'is added for covering at night. 
if available, and in days of great p~osperity there lIIay be a pair of 
silver kadas or plain bracelets. The women wear a sal·i and bodice. 
a few glass or silver bangles and necklaces. and perhaps anklet:. or 
toe rings. Some of the' semi-Bhil' tribes, such as ' the :\la vchis and 
PaVr/l,b, are -cxtrq.vagant in fcmale ornament. The :\lavchis loud 
their women with llUndredb of necklaces of \\ hite beads made of cut 
oyster shells. so that the wearer cannot rebt her chin Qn her cheti1., 
and is fain to walk. as they th~mselves say. with her head stu'ck 
out like a she-buffalo.' The Pavra ladies wear thick bra!:>s anklets 
right up to their knees, and' have to 
that it is a shame to ·them to squat. 
are not fQund among true Bhils. 

sit with legs extended: sayi~g 
Such extravagances. however, 

Orthodox Bhils; both'men and wo~en, wear the hair long and 
knotted at the back of the 'h~ad. Those ~f the U1CIJ, ho\\c\cr. ",ho 
have .lived long ill the plain"" generally adopt the Hindu fUbhion for 
men of shaving thc head l111d leaying only th~ top-knot. " SOnlt! cut 
their hair in the Enghsh' w~y~ , 

The national wea}Jons are the bow. used with arro\\s or stones, 
the ordinary axe, the spear; and the long battle-axe. The b?ws are 
some five feet long; made of· bamboo. The btrings are of thin 
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slices of bamboo, noosed at the ends. with raw hide. The arrows are 
tipped with spear-like iron heads, and feathered from the vulture's 
wing. l~or shooting bird& 'and small game the points are covel;ed 
with a small hard wo:od-apple, causing them to strike a stunning 
blow without mutilating the game. Smaller bows are also used 
\\ith double strings, having between them a small pouch f .. om which 
btanes or bullets are pr~pelled. The ordinary axe ~as a wedge­
shaped head. It is uloe<;l by mos·b classes in Western India and needs 
no description. The spear has a bamboo shaft some six to eight feet 
long, and a flat, two-edged, pointed head. The baUle-axe or 
Chttlldrabban is a most graceful lWeapon. Its shaft is four or five 
feet long. The blade is in the form-of a crescent with its point<;. 
refJcxed. It is provided with a socket at the back for the shaft 
and is kept yery sharp. The centre of the blade is very powerful 
and can be used for cIear~ng jungle, ~hile the el)ds l~ilJ pare the 
nails or point a pencil. 

The Bhi1s ha,,-e never taken kindly to guns. True, many have 
been trained to use them, but they are seldom either careful or 
skilful in handling them. They prefer to rely on theh' extraordi­
nary tracking powers" jungle instinct, and ability to render 
themselves i~vis~ble, to approach their enemy, man or beast, within 
striking di&tance. The description of the Gopds in one of 
Mr. Kipling's "Jungle Book" storie!! applies very well to HhiIs also. 

The body politi~, and military or civil organization, are almost 
entirely wanting. Hhil caste panchayatll are very loosely modelled 
on Hindu patterns, and -are generally willing to settle disputes ill 
favour of the side which supplies the most drink. Individual 
families are extremely tenacious of their hereditary rights to police a 
village or guard a pass. There are a certain number of hereditary 
Bhil chieftains, b,-!t they have little real power:. The leaders who 
arose from time to time, organized forces, and preyed on the 
country, were invariably men who attracted attelltion by some act 
of individual during, usually a robbery \\ith lllurder. They would 
ret.1'eat to the 11ill!;, and gather round them a band <of desperadoes, 
"illing to share the prebent loot and search for more. So long as 
the self-made leader could defy authority, his gang flourished. Let 
the leader be captured, slain, or reduced to submission, and his 
followers v~nished as though they had never bccn. Each lllan 
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resumed his peaceful life, not forgetting to observe where money 
was hoarded or cattle increased, so that if. another Robin Hood 
should call him to the forebt, he might have valuable information of 
plunder .ready. 

Suc;h was the tribe, estimated by Colonel Robertson, the first 
Coll~ctor ?f Khandesh, to number one-eighth of the total popula­
tion of the province, which was the perpetual menace to law and 
order. '-rhe Bhils' hand was against every man, and every man's 
hand against them. 1\Ionth by month and year by year cruelty, 
oppression. and crime drove them to the hills. "hcre they formed them­
selves into bands under the most desperate and cunning of their 
number, and sall.ied fort.n to avenge their wrongs by rapine and 
:murder. 



CHAPTER III 

THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF KHANDESH,1818-1825. 

IN pursuance of the treaty of l\Iandlcshvar with His Highness 
Holkal', Captain Briggs ~as deputed early ill 1818 to occupy 

t~ose part.~ of Khandesh which had been ceded to the Company, 
He al'rived in Khandesh r:ia the fort and pass of 8indva, by which 

• route the BOlllbay-Agra road now par.ses. The first place to be 
occl1pied was Thalner on the Tapti. From thence the forces with 
Cllptain Bl"iggs marched to Chandore, on the borders of Khandesh 
and the De~an, the headqualters of the Agcnt of Holkar. Chandore 
was thl'n a fortified town of great importance, dominated by one ofthe 
1ll0S~ impregnable of hill forls. Rllllldas, agent of Holkar, after 
much prevarication surrendered the place in l\iarch 1818. It was 
either on the way to Chand~re, or at that place, that the army must 
have heard of 'the prolonged ·operations succeeding the /:>Ilttle of 
Kirkee. llaji·rao Peshva ,,-as in flight, somewhere near the Godavari, 
and WIlA treating with Appa 8aheb Bhonsle of Nagpur. The 
I'indaris as a power had been suppressed. \Vith the exception of 
Trimhakji Denglya there w~s hardly a commander of note opposed 
to the Company. But as far as Khandesh was concerned, 
Captain Briggs soon found that armed occup~tion would be neces­
sary. The Arab mercenaries, estimated by him at 6,000 or 7,000 
strong, all good marksmen and of known bra\'ery, were without a 
leader and in arrears of pay. They were \\ ilIing to attach themselves 
to any freebooter who could offer them good pay and plunder. The 
hill forts were occupied by garrisons of varying strength. consisting 
of Arab~. or t:iiballdis (local irregular levies) or Bhils, or a combina­
tion of ther.e: T~e forces with C,aptain.Briggs had joined with the 
southern army in pursuit of Bajirao. It was necessary, therefore, to 
assemble a fresh army to reduee Khandesh. The attack began from 
the sou~h. The powerfql fort of .<\.nkai near l'hllJTlad surrendere(l 
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without a blow. Illlll'ai, a vast ro('k nea~ Chandore, was capt,ured 
by a ruse, and the fOI'('e sat down brforc MalegllOn in May. Here was 
the headquarters of the Arabs, and the residence of the Raja­
bahadur, a jahagirdar of the Peshva. This person led the British 
to suppose that the town and fort would be peace,fully handed over. 
Whether his real intentions were'honest but, were nullified by the 
insubordination of his men or wll(~lhcr he wished to lead thc nritiRh 
illto a t.rap. will never be cet'tain. 'At any rate, tho gatell of 

'\ . 
l\!lllegaon were dosed, and a long siege ensued. It was no~ WI the 
monsoon waf! adually breaking that the fOI"!;' was 'carried. 

The troops were cantoned near l\Ialegaon, ~hich subsequently 
be('ame one of the most important milita~y stations of the Bombay 
Command. The Arab garl'ison was marched t~ Sllrat,' placed on 
ships and deposited on the Arabian coast. The ~o.me treatment was 

, allotted to all parties of Arabs found subsequently i~ Khandesh. The 
last important town held by them ~as Ama]lIer, which surrer.dered 
in ,1819, Thus one of the· pests of the province' was eradicated. 

It ... will not be amiss to quotl! here at length Capt/lin Drigglt' 
own des.cription of the province as he found it. -. Little excuse is nccclcd 
for l'epl'oducing the tirst full report of the earliest;British Adminis­
trator, after nearly one year's experience. The extraordinary' mass 
of information which taptain Briggs. ·had collected in 11 few 
months cannot fail hoth to surprise and interest the readet'o 

er Having now visited most of the districts in Candeish and 
having made personal observations and enquiries on the spot, 
I shall proceed to give such an account, of .it as 'appears 
material to have a tolerable acquaintance not onlY' of the 
present condition of the country but of its resources and 
capability of future improvement. 

" In a report of this naturc, its hMory for many cCJ)tul'ie8 
back i.s immaterial, and I shull. th~refore, take a 111('re outline 
without going into details. Candeish appears to have risen 
into 11 monarchy under the Mahomedans in ·the year ,.1370. 
A succession of eleven princes of the Farookea dynasty, 
was succeeded by the capture of Asserghar fro~ Bahadur 
Shah, the la&t of his race, in 1599, and llurhanpore, the 
capital of the'kingdom, became the residence of the Prin('e 
D~nieI Mirza, 'one of the sons of Aclmr. 
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"At this period the name of Candeish was changed fot that of 
Dandcish by which it is known in the ancient records. and 
the Dan-pisa. a copper coin al&a caned after the same 
prince, is still sometimes found, but this appellation appcafli 
to have died with its author. Candeish continued under 
the Mahomedan Government till within the last fifty or 
sixty years, ",hen it 'was overrun and eventually occupied 
by the l\{arathas and fOl'med pat'l; of the dominions of the 
Rajah of' Sattara. Portions of it "ere afterwards allotted 
to different officers of the Poona State for the maintenance 
of troops, and of these, those of the Houses of Hulkar and 
.8cindia continued to be held by them up to the beginning 
of'this year. 

II Candeish propedy so called is bounded OIl the south by 
the range of hills in which the fOTts of !{unhur, Ullkye, and 
Chandore lie j on the north by the Satpoorah Mountains i 
on the east by the districts of Asseer, Zeinabad, Edlabad, 
Bodul', and Jamrleir ; and 011 the we5'l; by the hills and forebt 
of Baglana. 

II It was formerly olle of the IDOI,t productive provinces of its 
extent iu the Deccan, and in the time of Acbur, it j;. 

spoken of ali being celebrated for its clo,th manufactures. 
At pre!tent there are some very coarse, bad cloths made in 11 

few of' the principal towns, and in those of Dhurangaull, Et· 
rundole, and Nusseerabad are some ordinary manufacturers 
of turbans and women's cloths of an inferior quality • 

.. The greate!tt part of the cloth now used in the province 
comes from the neighbouring tract 01 13er,ar, from whence 
it is first brought to Bodur and Nusseerabad, and travels 
through the hands of successive clealers on market days 
towards 'the cl!nh'e and western parts of. the districts These 
cloths are of a very poor description and sell f'rom 1l to tli 
rupees for each piece' of II. cubit and i wide II.nd lU cubiis 

in length • 
.. The soil of Candeibh is of various descriptions, thm,e districts 

under the Satpoora Mountains and lying along hath banks 
of the Tilpty have a fine rich loam, whick is extremely 
fruitful, that of the centre .~£ Candeibh running east and 

:I 
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west from Bodur towards Bllamere is alternately gravtlly 
and rich. to the south of this tract, it. is more fertile, and 
before it appr~aches the southern hills, it becomes rich but 
is much interspersed with loam and stones. The wt;trict of 
Buglana and the tracts along the banks of the Tapty up to 
the Satpoora. Hills are by far the most capable of itnprov~ 
ment, and will eventually become the most productive por-
tions of the province. . 

'ew countries are so favoured by nature with water ItS Candeish, 
the rivers in Buglana running to the cash arl), and then 
suddenly turning to the northward flow 'into tllc 'I'apty 
whicb, rising in Goundwana, is itself a considerable stream 
before it reaches Changdewcy, 18 miles south of Boorhan­
poor. At this place the Poorna, after receiving mObt of 
the tributary streams of the valley of Berar, fornls a 
junction with it, and entering Candeish the Tllpty flows 
through it till it empties itself into the Sea at Surat. The 
tributary streams of the Tapty whether running from the 
Satpoora Hills or from tlle Satmulla Hills or from Buglana 
flow so near the surface as to admit of their being turned 
to irrigate the country on each bank, and the fact of there 
remaining flle ruins of 187 substantial dams of masonry 
to effect. this purpose will give a tolerable notion of 
the state the cultivatiol1 had once reached. }~acb of these 
dams enables aqueducts to be formed from them of from 
1! to 16 feet wide, and from two to three feet oecp, rUIl­
ning for several miles in length. The rapidity ~ith "hich 
they run would &ervv to turn water mills of vcry con­
siderable size, and there is little doubt but tlle illhabitants 
would, the moment they had the mean., and they saw 
the advantages ot the 'machinery, adopt their u~e for the 
purposes of grinding the grain, and expressing the oil seeds, 
and the sugarcane which now occupy so much of their time 
and manual labor • 

.. The enclosed list No. 1 exhibits the number and conditions 
of the several dams in Candeish, accompanied by an e&timate 
made by each town of the sum necessary to bring the 
whoi~ into use amounting to Rs. le,H,900, t]IC expcnse of 
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'which would be repaid to Government in less than :3 years 
_ by the Increased rents on the land brought under irrigation, 
and I beg to draw your early attention to this important 
improvement in this branch of revenue. 

" It was my wish to have collected some account of the quantity 
of the annual pmduce of the soil in kind, but I have been 
content with enclosing the accompanying paper No. !! 
exhibiting the relative proportion of the several kinds of 
grain, etc., etc., cultivated in the districts under my charge, 
and this may serve to form a judgment, generally. of the 
actual nature of the produce, though as soon as the dams 
are repaired it may be expected that the rice and sugar 
crops as well as wheat will be considerably increased. 'l'he 
depopUlated districts of Sultanpoor and Nanc!oorbar were 
once celebrated for their fruits, especially the vine-yardS 
of Sultanpoor, but at present there is, perhaps, not a fruit 
garden in both di&tricts. 

Amongst the natural curiosities of Candeish are the Hot 
Springs of the Satpo~ra Hills, particularly those of Soonup 
Dew and Oonup Dew, the former in the district of Arrawad 
and the latter in the deserted pergana of Amba-the 
former is so hot that the hand cannot be bOJ'ne in it, the 
latter is lesl ardent and is used as a hot bath-they are 
both said to possess medicinal qualities, and are considered 
useful in the cure of cutaneous disorders, amongst others 
leprosy. 

III the present state of Candeish little can be said of its 
annual productions j the horned cattle at:e for the most 
part large and active, the sheep seem indifferent, but it 
appears to me that many tracts in Baglana and in the 
centre of the country are favourable for breeding horses, 
!lnd from the large Pl'oP!>l-tion of fine mares which now 
must remain useless to thei~ owners, but to breed from, a 
very good description of horse for our cavalry might be 
produced by the introduction of Arab stallions under proper 
I'cgulations. The great scarcity of. cavalry horses renders 
this an object worthy of considcration,. for tne more 
~xtensive Qur rule Qver -India, anc:J the ID9re effectual the 
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suppression of the predatory system becomes, the 'greater 
~il1 be the scarcity of an animal llhich is only applied to tIle 
purposes of war and state • 

.. Freviously to examining the present condition of Can de ish it 
appears proper to take a retrospective view of its history 
since it fell under the dominion of the l\laratllas in order to 
account for its depopulated and wretched state • 

.. It h!l-s been shown that CaQdeish after it fell into, the hands 
of the l\larathas was allotted to chiefs for the maintenance 
of their troops, while a considerable portion was still 
held under the immediate administration of the Paona 
State, and it does not appear to have suffered more from 
the bad government of that empire than other countries 
under its- rule. The agriculture appears to have been 
flourishing and extensive under the administration of l\lahjee 
Scindia, Ihlia Bye 'Holkar, and Nana J<'urnaveese of the 
Poona State, who all three were contemporaries and died 
within 11. few years of each other, and it may he said thnt 
Candeish "as in a flou~'ishing condition up to the year 179R 
when Bajee now succeeded to the Free Government of the 
Peshwaship after the death of Nana F·urnavse. 

~'In the yeaI' 1800 Yeshwant nOll' Holkar, nn illegitimate son of 
the Jate Tookajee Hplkar, commenced his rcbellion against 
Ca~sy Row, the eldest legitimate son of that Prince. The 
incapacity of the latter and the vigor and the energy of 
the former made the struggle for power very unequal, even 
with all the advantages of possession on the part of Cassy 
Row, and Yeshwant Row Holkar became the. virtual head 
of that family in a few months. In the struggle for 
empire, however, the unfortunate countries of his brother 
were pillaged, ,and Candeish having been the original scene 
of Yesllwant Row's rebellion lirs~ SUfl"N'e<) in tlte greatest 
degree from bis cruelties and the licentiousness of his troops. 
l~rom thence he went. to Malwa and succeeded. in driving 
his brother Cassy Row into exile. He thence retUl'ned 
through Candeish by Sindwa Ghaut, laying waste whole 
dist~icts on his route to Po ana, and did no~ cease till 
he had overturned the power of Bajee Rowand placed hill 
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brother Umrat Row on the throne. At this period our 
more intimate connection with this Prince commenced and 
Yeshwant Row Holkar returned by the route of Burhanpoor 
deva8tating the eastern tract of Candeish in the same manner 
as he had doue the western. The scourge of war was 
succeeded by an unusual drought aud a famine in the 
following year, .which extended from the .Satpoora Hills 
down to Hyderaood, and in this calamity Vandci&h lost the 
greater part of its pOP41ation. Such" as its condition in 

. 18040 al'ld 1.805. . 

"On the return ~f peace, how eyer, the province might still have 
been recovered.if any attention had been paid to its situa­
tion. The portions of Holkar and Scindia were exhausted 
hy incessant demands on the revenues "hich could not be 
answered, and a succession of rapacious officers were sent 
down from Hindoos!an to extort all they could for the 
exigencies of the present moment, and the country of llajee 
Row was farmed out to the highest bidder, who became 
for the time being the sovereign of the .district, and it 
may easily be imagined; as these contraCts were u~ually 

made annually, that the holder extracted from the 'ryot- to 

the uttermost of his ability to pay. In this system the 
subject met with no prot('ction either of person or pro­
perty. Many of those who were able tIed to the neighbouring 
'countries of Gujarat on ·the olle ha!ld and Berar on the 
other, where they probably experienced less misery. Many 
"mages became depopulatpd. The lands were allowed 
to lay wasLe. The Bheels, the watchmen of the villages, 
could neither exist amidst ruins nor prOCUl'e food from the 
needy cultivators of other villages, and betook themselves to 
highway robberies and lived in bands either in the moun­
tains or took possession of villages in their neighbourhood, 
The revenue contractors were unahlo and unwilling to 
expend money in the maintenance of soldiers to protect the 
country, and the Bheds in It very short time became so bold 
lUI to appear in hand!! of hlln(h'ed~ and attack towns, carry­
ing off either cattle or ho~tages, wllOm they rclcltlle<l 1, ... 

r~.ceiving handsome ransQms. 
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"\Vhen Bajee Row succeeded to the throne there were severa] 
nobles of' rank holding e&tates in Candeish, but his own 
rapacity and the indifFer~nce with which for many years 
he lookt to~'ards the maintenance of, hi" military chiefs 
induced him to re~l\me most of the lands, and tile 
Ruccessivc independent military Ieader~~ snch 1\8 \Vahid AIJy 
Khan, Dadam Khan, Jewajce Yes\\ant, and sevel'al others 
who owed allegiance to no State but levied contributions 
!Uld usul'ped the country as they had means to do so, first 
lmluced the remaining Jagcel'dars and subsequently the 
Government itself to entertain bauds of Arabi> for thc 
~efence of their citadels and towns. These fl'ce-booters, 
the Arabs, being unconnected with the inhabitants, were 
incapacitated from qeacling rebellions, but their cOUrage 
:nade them peculiarly estimable amol)g those chiefs who 
.vere afraid even of trusting their own relations with 
power. They, however, only serYed for large pay, they 
would not submit to be dismissed if arrears were due to 
,hem but took orders on the districts, by which they col­
lected not only the amount but were supported till it was 
paid. Their importunities and their insolence to their em­
ployers compelled the latter to submit almost to any 
:ondition .rather than see their country made over to the 
tree-booters' ,who continued to ral'age the rest of it and at 
ength the Arabs appear to haye gained an aseendency 
>y their courage. their enterprise and their address which 
made their authority in m~ny districts supr~me. Their 
habits were frugal, their pay' large' and the Zemedar 
usually made about 50 per cent. on the money he reeeh'ed 
from his men. At length from being mere soldiers the Arabs 
became money-lenders, every chief \\ ho set up in rebellion 
migllt recejvc 1,000 or 5,000 Rupees from an Arab chief by 
wbil'h he was bound to entert.ain a Dumber of his men, they 
accompanied him in all his plundering expe(lit.ions and held 
him in fact a Htate J'risoner from the moment he took their 
!puneY. In~teacl of monthly interest the ho,uds: ex~ed from 
needy borrowers txpressly stated that a sum to a certain 
amount, being gcnerall! {rom 5 t9 .1.0 per c;ent. ~onthll' 
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should be paid to the Arab as his pay, and they seldom 
allowed anyone to escape without extorting from him 
the whole debt. In the Districls of Talneir, Beta wad 
Sindkheir, Soangheir. Sooltanpoor and NUlIdoorbar, I 
found in many villages two and three Arabs receiving 
from 8 to 10 per -eent. monthly for 1Il0ney lent several 
years before, and the settlement of some of these clainls 
has been the most vexatious but a very important part 
of my duties. 

.. Naro Shunkur Rajah Bahadur first introduced the practice 
of hiring Arab Soldiery. He held the btrong castle of 
Malligaum and the town became at length the principal 
Depot of these mercenaries. 'I'hey were accustomed to go 
and come tbere from the coast and from Arabia and when· 
ever a band of one or two hundred of this description of 
Infantr) were required they were to be found in that place. 
Here many of them settled and married and their bo,vs 
became soldiers (this class is called l\Iowallid). . 

" ThesE' Arabs al'e chiefly from the Province of Hadramaut and 
the Eastern Coast of Arabia and were ft'equently in the 
habit of returning to their country. 

.. Some few walled cities have escaped the ravages of' the Arabs 
and the Dheels but the destruction of the grain btacks and 
drivjng oW tile cattle, a practice so common amongst the 
latter clas&, is almolit as distressing to the inhabitants as the 
plunder of their homes. The ravages committed by the 
Bheels and the Arabs, were not even equal perhaps to 
those inflicted by the Pindaries. These lawless but enter­
prising bands have been the scourge of this province 
for the last ten years. Therr illl'oads here unlike their 
passage through other tracts where the fear of the troops 
of :the State gave them no time fOI! rest, enabled them to 
revel at their ease. Their usual approach WaS through the 
Ghaut near Asseer and the Mahomedan Bheels of that 
tract WE're their guides and abettors, and in their absence 
plundered on horseback like the Pindaries themselves. The 
Pindaries had at one time settled in Nimaur and the 
Asseer, Dholcote, Dhowla, Sindwa and Burwany Ghllut&. 

• 
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Being in the possesbion 'of the predatory powers who en" 
couraged the system, it may readily be imagined with what 
facility they carried on their destructive \l'arfar~. During 
the last two years the {actions at the court of MuIhar Row 
Holkar and the murd~rs of a ~inibter and a Uegent:' in 
Malwa only added to the rapacity and inequity ul district 
officers in Candei:,;h. In the Peshwa's part of the pro­
vince too. the adherents of Trimbucjee's fol'tulles, Godajee 
Dainglia, Bheem How Kaka and one Dajee succes!!ively 
laid it wal!te and became absorbed in the population as 
circumstances compelled them. In the beginning of the 
war they were joined by a considerable body of Arabs Rnd 
foreign Infantry, who on all occasions levied money fl'om 
those wh~ were still able to pay them. Desolation is every­
where apparent in Candeish. Immense tracts are covered with 
jungle, in some part of which' there still remain forts entire, 
and mosques appearing tluough the \\oods, the monumcllb 
of better times. The abject condition uf the people and 
the arts the lower classes have prl.lt'tised againbt their 
oppressors have tainted their morals. 

"It is with difficulty that the most simple truth is extracted 
.from them, and tbe slightest cause. of cOlllplaint is exag­
gerated with the hope of obtaining 'speedy regress. l~alse­
hood, and cunning have become the weapons of the weak 
against despotic power .. but the depravity of the people is 
rather the result of their unhappy condition than that of 
innate propensity. The scenes of corruption they have 
witnessed, and t·he mutual iniquities even of relatives are 
hardly to be believed. Wherever a younger branch of the 
family had tnoney or Jlrtifice sufficient, he often made use of 
them to wrest the birthright from the elder through the 
means of Government authority, an object always' attain­
able by a bribe. ',I'his frequently produced retaliation and 
family feuds have bometinu:is ended in r:nurder. :Forgeries 
and false papers have been exhibited aud supported by 
Government in the spurious branch of a family, tortm'cs 
have, been inflicted to extort bonds and original deeds 
und the invcbtigatioll of claims so involved for a series 
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01 ye~rl seems too complicated for any new Government 
to enter into. The state of the cultivators is particularly 
deserving of ° consideration. Their means are so small that 
they are driven to the greatest distress for wholcsome 
food. A small quantity of milk and a coars~ black un­
leavened cake made of jowllro,.y or bajry is their usua~ 

morning meal, while at noon the bread is rendered palatablc 
by I mess of chillies anel dull with a mixture of s~lt and 
turmeric and a' small handful of vegetables procured from 
the fields. Thcy eat meat only on festivals or at weddings. 
The climate, fortunatdy for them, requires no fuel; little 
clothes. and but indifferent huts. The eu&tom!)f marrying 
while childrcn leaves the Hindoo no opportunit,y of reflect! 
ing how he is to bring up his children, and the moral check 
which exists in Europe ~s unknown in India. '1'0 this a very 
great portion. of thcir poverty may bc very naturally 
ascribed, and fifty rupees borrowed to celebrate a wedding 
is not unfrequently • a debt t,hat follows the borrower to 
the grave. The following, from wllnt I can learn, is des­
criptive of the manner in which a ryot subsists during 
the year. Defore the ploughing season has arrived he has, 
perhaps, been obliged to bol'lIOW It few rupees in advance 
on the next yent's crop to pay this . year's demand °of the 
Gov~;nment, and he is forttinate if he can realize the Bum 
at less than 40 or 50 per ccnt. He now comes on the 
Rahoocar to advance him seed, for which he promis~s to 
pay H seers for every seer, and frequently 2 seers, at the 
hllrvC6t time. During the growth of the grain and while 
there is much vegetation in the fields the ryot' contrives 
to subsist on the green corn, and on greens pickt out of 
the hedges which, added to his other food, makes a tolerable 
meal. The moment the grain is . gathered this resource 
ceases and Government requires him to pay °his i·ents. There 
is no immediate sale for the grain and he takes up money 
from the Sahoocars; pays a portion of his rent, and gives 
his crop, or the greater part of it, after paying all former 
claims, to liqui(late the debt, and this grain he compounds 
tv sell i)1 bq,lk for less than it is selling in the market in 

" 
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VI"cler that he may realize a sum of mon,:y "immediq.tely. 
When the remains of ,his grain is exhausted he is obliged 
to purchase it for food at an advanced price, and before 
the time for sowing comes bn again he is precisely in the 
same rlile!Uma as at the beginning of the year. When 
sucb is the history of the ry~t's progress throughout the 
year we cannot wonde~ at the poverty that exists, but we 
rather feel surprized thl\t it is from objects of this nature 
the 'Government continues to realize its principal source of 
revenue. The accompanying series of documents No.8 
'will show what is left to the hu~bandman and the little 
encouragement held out to follow the pur&uits of agricul­
ture. The mass of the pOPlllation being so poor: it is 
to be concluded therc can be lit.t1e encouragement for 
trade or- manufacturers, and snch is really the, cuse. The 
Comly, the common covering of the inhabitants, is rarely 
~een in Candeish. Sheep are; however, plentiful, and the wool 
of )00' sheep shorn twice iIf the year does n.ot fetch more 

than from 6 to 6} rupees. Usually the milk, and the flesh 
are the chief sources from which the shl'pherd derives his 
advantage, as the tax for grazing is nearly equal to the price 
of the wool. 

The on1y description of people whieh hll8 benefited by this 
state of things is the soldiery and the Sahoocars and, in 
many instances, the Deshmook. The Despa~dies antI even 
the Coolcarnies and rotails themselves have leaned tOllal'lls 
the Mamletdar and aided him in his exactions, but I shall 
defer the exposition of this par~ of the suhject to another 
part of my rep?rt. 

Since the overthrow of the armies of Holk'ar, the Rajah of 
Nagpoor, and Bajee Row, many soldiers have necess/lrily 

been thrown out of employ. Those of Holkar have several 
of them come to Candeish and Gungturry where the homes 
of almost all the Baril. Bhaee Horse' are situated. A very 
large portio'; of the few Infanb-y Wl10 escaped from the 
Battle of Mehidpoor followed Ramdeen to the southwa;a. 
and many of them are now in our pay, while the Sibu~dies 
of 'the late Government, are for the most part in our 
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empioy •. 1'he condition of the ryot has been too plainly 
shown to expect that the culth'ation of land can hold forth 
inducement for soldiers to apply themselves to it. As for 
lands cultivated by hired labourers, I have met with very few 
instances, unless perhaps in a few Enam lands, but the 
6u~plus produce affords so small a profit. although held free 
from rent and tax, that it is foulld better to give it over to 
the cultivUors and receive a part. generally 30 01' 35 per 
cent, of the nel produce after deducting the expense of 
the stock, such as cattle and implement.'!', than to cultivate 
it by labourers • 

.. In order to exhibit the present state of the population of 
Candeish, I have the honour to enclose. an account which 
shows the number of villages inhabited, the number of 
house,;, of inhabitants, and of cattle. and when "e consider 
that horses are never used in Candeibh as beasts of labor, 
.. elllom even as beasts of burden, and are merely kept to 
breed from ana for riding, the number is very great. bf 
these I imagine at least one-third are of that class of which 
soldierr.' horses in India are composed. I have been for 
.everal montIu, ob<taining this document, the returns from 
each Dibtrk1. have been frequently sent back for revisal and 
eorredion, and I have endeavoured to procure it as perfect 
as possible. It it, useful as pointing out the prescnt con-

. dillon of tJle people and will forlll a good standard for 
comparative improvement. Thc sheep included are only 
those which are pent nightly within the villages, those of 
the great graziers called Kell!l.ries are omitted • 

•• Under this view of Candeisll, and situated as it is on our 
frontier, it cannot be expccted soon to become ~ source of 
revenue ~o Government. It ",ill probably not pay for some 
years the expenses of the Civil and Military Establish­
ments for ih maintenance, but it certainly has wi'thin itself 
the sources of a productive province, although' it will 
require time, and an increased population under a mild 
administration 'to allow it to at~n its former state of 
fertility. and above all.a vigol"OUS police and the presence 
of a military force to crush anything. like insurrection or 
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'disaffection which among so many disbanded soldiers is likely 
. to occur. 

II • .Among the .most immediate measu,res for recovering the 
country are the repairs of the dams and advances of 
Tuckawee to old and new settlel's to till the ground and to 
build houses. The former should, 1 think, bc placed under 
the direction of some scientific European officE'r and the 
latter should only be dibtributed under particular presCl'ip­
ti.ons. In .those instances where Districts have lain wabte 
for many' years, I should recommend that some mode be 
~dopted by which the pcrsonal influence and character of 
the Ami! 01' Superintendent of the District might be made 
subservient to his reputation, by rendering it the interest 
of the .iudividuill to benefit the inhabitant&. 1 think that 
the ordinary motives ""hich influence Amils to recommend 
themselves insufficient to ,bring about the object;, unless 
urged by the stronger impulse of personal advantage. .On 
such <?ccabiolJ8 1 would venture to recommend a percentage 
on t.he annual increase of the revenues, which, although it 
would: stimulate Lo exertion, would neither be a permanent 
dcfalcation of the 'income of Goyernment or involve the 
Amil ill any complicated concerns with the people. Having 
taken a superficial view of the present state of Calldei"h I 
shall proceed to an examination of its several bOUrces of 
revenue, piz. :-

1. The Land Rents 01' Taxes. 
fZ. The Moturfa. 
S. The Abkarry. 
4. The Zuckat or Customs; 
5,' The Scvay Jumma. 

" The system of revenue collection is deficient in different parts 
ot Caudeil>h. Durillg the reign of Acbur all t~at part of 
the Province under his Government underwent a revenue 
survey. The lands were divided into separate kinds and a' 

fixed assessment was made on each SOlt. 

The ground was divided into :-
1 Waste 01' barren land, whic11 included hil,Is, rocks. roads, 

'and beds of river!!. . 
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Ie Arable' or land capable of cultivation' but lying 
fallow. 

S Cultivated land divided into the several descriptions 
of gravelly, black, and red, and again subdivided into 
wet and dry. 

" I have with considerable difficulty procured copies of the 
original .records of the measurement of the land and the 
rate at which the whole was assessed. This document, which 
I now forward (No.5) is rather curious than useful. It 
is subdivided into the Rukbah or measurements of the land 
in its several portions and descriptions, and Ule Tunkah or 
permanent assessment in many distl·icts. The accounts, I 
regret, are not procurable, notwithstanding my unremitting 
exertions to obtain them. Upon investigation I 'find the 
measurement is neither correct nor complete 111 ~any 

inbtances, and it is, I fear, not to be relied on as the tl'ue 
scale for future asses&ments. The land was considered the 
property of the Government, and the cultivators. tenants at 
wilI..-excepting in some instances where land was given for 
charitable purposes, when it became private property. 
The village officers as Potail, I{oolkurny, etc., were either 
paid in. kind by a portion of the crops equal to a tenth 01' 

in money. They appear lately to have met with little 
consideration and the Desmook and Despandy of the 
District seem to hd.ve had most power and authority. The 
latter retained all the village records in detail and was 
held responsible for giviug correct information to the 
Governmenl revenue officers. This s'ystem of administra.­
tion obtains in the present day in most of the Districts of 

·Candeish. 
"The remainder of the province and that part of Gungturry 

under my authority appears to have undergone a similar 
survey in the time of l\IulIic Umber, the founder of 
Arungabad and the successor to the Government of the 
last of the Nizam Shahy Princes. As far as my inquiries 
have enabled me to learn the assessments were pretty much 
the same as those of Acbur, but the nature of the landed 
tenu~e was e~8entially different. 
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" This prince seems thoroughly to have comprehended the use 
of the soil to Government by identifying the intel'est of the 
cultivator with its feltility. While Acbur considered the' 

land the property of Government, Mullic Umber confirmed 
the right of cUltivating certain fields to the ryots, he 
made a considerable proportion of the land private pro­
perty, the lands of the village were considered the just 
property of the townsliip, the fallow land was the common 
for the pasture of the cattle, and the ploughed ground was 
either th'e property of indi¥iduals or cultivated by tenants 
who recived a portion of the crops." 

1'he concluding portion of this report, relating more particu­
larly to th~ Bhils, has already been quoted above. 
. From 1818. .Qnwards -British rule was established in Khandebh, 

,with the exception of ODe or two subdivisions which remained the 
property of Scindia. The Arabs were quickly removed, and the 
Pindaris gave little trouble, but the Rhils remained. It ill obvious 
that the re-population and restoration to prosperity of a province 
which had suffered so terribly could not be effected in a year. or 
even a decade. But the BhiIs had to live somehow. 1\1ost of the 
villages Were still deserted. There was still no source from which the 
Bhils could obtain an honellt livelihood, as Police or watchmen. 
They remained in the hills in baruls. and the first yeal'S of British 
l'ule were marked by a.series of expeditions"great and small~ more 
or less unsuccebsful. against tbese robbers. :\Iany were the proposals 
for subjugating them and reducing them to order, bu~ none suc­
eeeded. MountBtullrt Elphinstone apparently foresaw the true 
solution of the problem, and it was on lines marked out by him 
that the settleme~t of the Bhils ultimately proceeded. He recom­
mended a double set of measures. There were to be Rhil agents, 
one in the south on the Satm,alas" and one in the west on the Tapti, 
who were to endeavour to bring the BhiIs to follow agricultural pur­
suits by grants of land and loans of bullocks. Al$o an !rregular' 
corps was to be formed for local duty, to take the plac~ of many 
small outpObts of Regulars, and to act as armed I'olice. 

The first measure was a success from the beginning. It began 
to be 'org~nised under Colonel Rober40n, firbt Collector, whose ins­
tructions to hie first Bhil Agents, Capt, Ovans in the &outh and 
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Capt. Rigby in the we&t, are still extant and form most interesting 
reading. 

The formation of a local corps was at once a crying need and a 
seeming impossibility. Captain Briggs was opposed to the ldea 
of enlisting the Bhils themselves. He writes:-" On our fir!.t occupa­
tion of Candeish it occurred to you, I believe, that an irregular corps 
of Bhils would answer the purpose of civilizing, and of providing 
for them, on the plan of Mr. Cleaveland with 1ie hill people of 
Bauglcpoor, and before we became so thoroughly acquainted with 
the cOllstitution of the Rhi! SoCiety such an arrangement appeared 
tlie best adapted to remove the evil, but a more close and intimate 
knowledge of their habits has induced me to think that any mmtary 
organisation of the Bhils would be at best difficult, that it would be 
elevating them from thieves to soldiers, for which they are in my 
mind wholly incapacitated from thei'r licentious habits and grovelling 
ideas, that it would. be impossible to prevent crimes of the 'most 
heinous nature among them, and that they would on such occasions 
immediately fly to their fastnesses, their brethren· would not seize 
tbem. and the system would entirely fail of its object." It will be seen 
that Captain Briggs despaired of ever inducing so savage a people 
to 8ubmit to discipline or to range tllemselves seriously on the side of 
IlLW and order. l\Ieanwhile officers commanding troops were com­
plaining bitterly of the loss of their men through s"ickness. The 
country was overgrown with jungle. Malaria and cholera appear to 
have been almost perpetual. l\Iedical appliances were few, and quarters 
bad. In fact it seemed as though no troops who were not inured to 
the climate.of the province ('ould live in it for long. Want of loeal 
knowledge and ilie difficulty of ilie country rendered ilie expeditions 
against the Rhils irksome and unsuccessful. An attempt was "J)1ade 
to raise an auxiliary force, and one actually existed for a. few years. 
Little can be discovered of its numbers, constitution, or usefulness, 
for a,ll that remains of its history is a few pay bills and requisitions 
for supplies. It seems to have been of small service, and it was 
dibbanded after a brief and useless existence. 

Such then was the condition of the province at ilie beginning 
of 1825. The Pax Britanniea was being introducerl" wiili mueh 
labour and at the cost of many lives. The possihility of prosperity 
was beeomi~g evident, but everything dep'"ended on the reduction of 
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the Bhi1s to order. How -to reduce them to order' i-as the problem 
of the day. Uegular expeditions were costly, by no means always 
successful, and productive of sickness Ilnd discontent. The auxiliary 
force was useless, Ilnd Police hardly existed. Mr. Chaplin, how­
ever, who had succeeded Mountstuart Elphinlltone as Commis­
sioner, was not dismayed. He insisted on the attempt being made 
to create a corps of the BhBs t.hemselves, the idea no doubt having 
originated from F.Jphinstone bimself. Colond Uobert.<;on. though 

-himself doubting the success of the measure, at least loyally 
supported it, and for that purpose proceeded to l\Ialegaon Canton­
ment to endeavour to find all officer who shO'uId be brave enough, 
strong enough, able enough, anel tactful enough. to undertake the _ l' 

command. The letter from Government to the Commander-in 
Chief asking f(H~ . .the 8ervice~ of officers is appended. 

No. 474 of 18fl5. 
To the Commander-in-Chief. 

"The immediate organisation of a Bheel Corps in Cnnclei"h 
having been determined on and the employment of another 
officer on the Adjunta HUls on the same principle OB Captain 
Rigby at Kokurmoonda, and the Collector of that province 
h!!ving been entrusted with the entire management of the 
plan, the Governor ill Council requests that Your Excellency 
will have the goodness to issue the nccc.~sal'y iJ]structions to 
the officer commanding in Candeish for placing at that offi­
cer's imm.ediate disposal surh officers as Colonel Robcli.son 
may select for the duties to be entr~sted to tIlem, provided 
they are within tIle limits of his command." 

Bombay Castle, Ulth April IBfl5. 

The words in italics are in Uountstuart Elphinstone's hand, and 
show his Kno~ledge of details and personal interest i;1 the scheme. 



CHAPTER IV. 

\ 
LIEUTENANT JAMES OUTRAM: 

AND THE 

_FOUNDING m' THE BHIL CORPS. 

HAD the .officill~s who ~ont~olled' the Bombay Presidency in 
18fl5 hved hlI 1860, -)t -mIght well have been a source of 

comfort to iIlheir declining years to think that they had been 
the means of giving Outram his first chance of putting forth his 
powers. Times were rough for soldiers in Khandesli. There were 
no railways nor even made Toads. Distances were great, the jungle 
was infested with wild beasts and teeming with- malaria. In 
l\falegaon there" as some semblance of a cantonment, and Dhulia 
was gradually being formed into a civil station. But few officers, 
military or civil, could remain for long in their stations. A con­
stant state of guerilla war on the frontiers, an endless chain of out­
PORts to be visited and relieved. and a perpetual succession of sick 
and ~ead to be replaced, left little leisure to the staff. Perilous times 
and hard living have eVel" _shewn up the best qualitiesof the British 
officer, and it is likely that Colonel Robertson when he went to 
Malegaon met many a man who feared neither the tiger in his lair 
nor the Bbil in his fastness. What then made him select the young 
acting Adjutant of the 23rd Bombay Native Regiment of Foot to 
raise aud command the new Bhil Company? The reasons are not 
recorded in so many words, but the choice, like though it is to 
Samuel's preference of David to his brethren, seems not to have 
heen a matter of simple inspiration. but to have had for its founda­
tion a series of deed& already done, and powers already manifested. 

Of the closing yeil's of the 18th century and the opening years 
of the 19th it may well be said that there were giants in those days. 
Great commanders by -Ilea or land, statesmen of renown, men famous 
ill letters, _brilliant al,tists, divine musicians, all can -be -recalled to 

Ii 
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memory by the most superficial student of the history of the period. 
Though Outram was, so fa.r as is recorded, no artist or musician. by 
temperament, there is a remarkable resemblance in him to one of 
the kings of art. Just as Outram's career was commencing, ~he 
life of Ludvig von Beethoven was drawing to a glorious, if 
unhappy, ending. No two men, it will at once be said, were ev;r 
less alike in character or surroundings. But by their works ye 
shall judge them. Did Beethoven write a symphony, a sonata, or a 
simple ballad, in all was the touch of the master. :Fully conversant 
though he was with the elaborate, intricate, and strict rules of 
composition of 'the day, yet in each of his works is to be found 
originality, freedom of treatment, and the sense of the master of 
craft, who though he respects convention, yet is free to soar above 
it. So it is t~~t a lover of· music, hearing one of the master's 
wOl'ks for the first time will exclaim, I That is by Beethoven' or 
('None but Beethoven .could have written it.' Even to this day his 
daring 'is unequalled and his splendour undimmed. To turn to 
Outram. Many men have raised regiments, but there is something, 
unique in Outram's solitary plunge into a sea of savages, from 
which he emerged WitJl a flouris~ing and '!VeIl regulated battalion. 
Others might have escaped from Ghazni to the coast. Could any 
one else have made of his escape a combination of admirable 
reconnaissance and of a tale from the Thousand Nights nnd, a 
Night? Many have sympathized ,with princes in distress, but 
Outram'!! sympathy with the Mirs of Sind unites the romantic 
tenderness of a friend with the skilfully reasoned advocacy of a 
King's, Counsel. Thousands_!>f men, aye distinguished men". have 
served in the ranks of volunteers~ But Indian volunteel'li may well 
be proud of the General who gave up his command,. ~e]] won by 
thirty-nine years' hard service, that his junior might not lose the 
glory, who volunteered as a light horseman, and as a plain volunteer' 
was thrice mentioned in despatches for' personal valour. Bay~rd 
with his chivalry or Saladilll "ith his bravery, cannot rival Outram on 
the march to Lu('know. A hundred instances' will occur to readers 
of his biography when they will say • That was one of Outram's 
master strokes 'f or I None but Outram could have done it.' 

But to return to the matter in hand. Colonel·Roberson ",hen he 
visited Malegaon must hnve straightway heard of a briIliapt affa.ir 
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which had just been reported. Mulher is a bmall town. about forly 
miles west of Malegaon. Its main. street runs north aud south, 
gently sloping from the River Mosam on the north, to some distance 
from the foot of the btupendous forl of· Auranggadh on the bouth. 
The 'fort ill crowned by a scarped cliff, ahuOl,t flat on the top, "hich 
is of many acres ill ex.~ent. It is 4,300 feet abQve the sea, and about 
!!,OOO feet above the town. SOJlJe half-way up is a cluster of 
houses and gardens, with a good rock water-supply, and surrounded 
by fortifications. It is known "as the machi, and was doubtless a 
place of retreat when the town was attacked, ab "ell al> a pleasant 
residence in summer. From the machi a flarrow footpath winds up 
the face of the hill to the bottom of the scarp. Here a massive 
gate protects .the only legitimate accebS to the top, which is a 

winding rock-cut btaircase, climbing some 250 feet and emerging on 
the plateau. It is such a place as Captain Briggs baid could be 
dcfcnded by five men with stones against a battalion. The 
remainder of the !Scarp is said, and in tl'Uth appears, to be totally 
illlposbible to climb. The 10" t!l" fOI·t, or machi. "al>' reported in 
March 1825 to be occupied by a body of 500 nIlils, with SODle Arabb, 
under one Shivram. and a l'dative of' Trimbakji Denglya. The 
native official~ sent in tl!rrifyillg letters recountillg the damage done 
by thi!S band. It certainly plundered the neighbouring market towns 
of' Antapur aud Taharabad. and had attacked the dctacllUlellt in 
l\1ulhcr town. 

To debtroy thi& band of rebels the Collector l'equisitioned 
23 hOl"bc from Kukarulllunda ou the Tapti, and asked Major 
Deschamps, commanding at Malegaon, to despatch as many men. as 

he could spare. A forcc of' 200 men was accordingly sellt, under 
Lieutenant Outram. The subsequent operations are thus described 
by Outram himsclf. 
No, 2nd. 

To 
CAPTAIN NEWTON 

MAJOR OF BRIGADE, MALLlGAUM:. 

SIR, 

Immediately after despatchiug my report of yesterday· 
--------

... Letter No. I.lo .. t. It merely aunounced the arrival of my detachment ~t 
Zlekcira, 12 miles from Moolah', having lUarched durillJt tht" llillht 35 miles. 
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annou'lcing .the ;rrival of my detachment· at Zyekeil'tl 
12 miles 'from l\loolair, having marched during the night 
·35 miles, Mr. Graham of the Civil Service who accom­
pained us received intelligence from l\foolair that the 
party of the Candeish Local Corps and Auxiliary Horse 
had been attacked from the }'ort and had had a sepoy and 
a horseman wounded. 

1 have the h0110r to repol't that in consequence it was deter­
mined, with the concurrence of Mr. Graham, to attempt the 
Fort of Moolair by surprize at night** 

I accordingly made the following dispositions. Lieutenant 
Paul arid Ensign Whitmore with IS/}' men marched to .the 
front of the lower Fort, where there are three gates, with 
orders to -iiivest tIle place as much as possible, assisted by , 
the detachments of Horse and Foot already there at the 
town of 1\1001air and with directions to make a false 
aUack on that side, but of course to be tUl'ned intu a real 
one should opportunity offer. In the meantime I marched 
to the opposite side with 50 men, hoping in the confusion 
caused by the front attack to effect an -entrance by the 
rear gate, where I was given to undcrstand there was a 

. practicable breach. 

After' a circnit of 18 miles this was effected without opposition 
about midnight. Lieutenant l»aul having entered unresisted, 
and ~y party from the rear, the Bheels, panic struck, Bed 
before we ascended ~ the gates-to the number. it is sup­
posed of 500-the repolt of the foreign mercenaries is 
unfounded. 

'" Consisting of 200 rank and file with usual prop(Jrti~n of Commissioned and 
N on-Commissioned OIIicers. . 

•• I have no copy of my jnstructions. they merely required me to protect the 
town of Moolair (situuted two miles from the Bur Fort) until the assembly of 8 

force whieh was under orders to move to suppress the rebellion, consisting of a 
Brigade of Infantry from Surnt (distant 120 miles) a Battering Train and 
Infantrv escort from Jauluah. (180 miles) and aU the disposeable troops nnder 
Major Rigby from Kokurmoonda (50 miles) which latter did not arrive till three 
days afterwards-and the former, in consequence of my succebsful mC~8ure8. 
were countermauded. 
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I instantly descended to the town of Moolair and assembled 

a few horsemen for the pursuit; at daybreak I came up 

with a small party of the enemy who ~ade a stand in a 
thick jungle on the side of a steep ravine which the horses 

could not ascend; in the skirmish JIowever a Naick, their 
leader, was shot. 

One horseman and a sepoy were wounded a'nd 7 Bheel& killed 
in the skirmish which had occurred before our arrival, and 
one Naick and a Bheel by us. The Bheels are reported to 
have descended the Wagoonda Ghauts in considerable 
nu:.diers, with a 'great number of bullocks, plundered 
from the surrounding villages. I purpose going after 

them this evening with a light Detachment of 80 men. 

I have the honour, etc. etc. 

(Signed.) J. OUTRAM, LIEUT., 

Moolair, 7th .4.pril 1828. 
Commanding Field Detachment. 

~ 

To 
CAPTAIN NEWTON 

MAJ~lt OF BRIGADE. MALLIGAUM. 

SIlt, 

I have the honour to report that since my letter of yester­
day, (in which i "reported the dispel'sion of the Bheels and 
my intention of proceeding in pursuit of them last night) 
they hav.e sent us as a pledge of submission, the person,c who 

. had ~onstituted himself Rajah, named Sew Ram, promising 
to throw themselves upon the mercy of M!'. Graham in the 
course of the day. Hostilities are accordingly suspended 
until eve~ing, when I shall proceed against them if they do 
not ful~l their promises. 

Moolair, 8th .4.pril 1825. 

I have the honour, etc., etc. 

(Signed.) J. OUTRAM, LIEUT., 

Comman~ing Field Detachment. 
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To 

CAPTAIN NEWTON, 

MAJOR OF BRIGADE, CANDEISIl. 
SIR, 

The overtures' of the Bhils having apparently been made only 
to gain time. Mr. Graham directed me to proceed into the 
l\fewll.s c~untry where they were l'eportcd to have assembled 
in great numbers. 

I have the honour to report that 1 accordingly marched with 
a light Detachment of 30 sepoys and ~O Horse' at night· 
f$lll. upon intelligence of flOO Bhils "ith their families and 
plunder under Rama and Rye Singh Naicks. About an 
hour before daybreak their fires wel'e pointed out to me, 011 

the side-of a i;teep -and jungly ran,ge of hills. 
I ulade such dispositions to prevcnt escape as 1 wall able, 

placing s~me men al; the cxtreme of several of the ravines 
which led to their haunt; but I found it impossible to 
effect my purpose, the ravines and passes being innumer' 
able, and after detaching 18 men I proceeded with the 
remaining Ifl (the horsemen were left 4 miles off. the 
country being inaccessible to them) to climb tIle hill and 
should have slfcceeded in surprising them most compleLely 
had not a dog given the alarm when within a few yards of 
them. 

The uncertain light of the moon favoured their esca})e though 
followea by us very closely and fired upon frequently. 

In the chase I am sorry to say a boy was killed and a woman 
slightly wounded. 

We succeeded in securing the brother-in-law of Ranta Naik and 
a woman. 

They were unable to .carry off any of their pluuder or 
cattle and left behind them 16 bows with arrows, 5 swords, 
a matchlock and negarrah. We also secured 80 head of 
cattle. 

At daybteak I found them assembled' in great numbers on 
many almost. inaccessible points of the surrounding hills 
and' agreeably to previous authority from Mr. Grllhalll ,I 
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called to them (by means of the prisoners) that if they 
would give th\!m~elves up, their lives would be spared, but 
was only answered by abuse. 

I consequently dispersed my pa.rty in _different directions to 
climb the hili" and endeavour to come upon them but they 
would not stand-as we ascended one side they descended the 
other but we had several opportunities of firing upon 
them, and report says many were wounded. I think it 
very probably the case. 

I have the honour, etc., etc., 
(Signed) J. t>UTRAM, LIEUT., 

Commanding Field Detachment. 
Moolair, 8th April 18!!5. 

Such were the operations of which Colonel Robertson must 
have had first hand reports at Malegaon. A note by Outram 
himself on the description of the Mulher Insurrection, 1825, by 
Mr. Giberne, subsequently Collector of Khandesh, runs as follows:"'; 

Note on Molair Insurre~ion. 
It was this Insurrection which caused Mr. Elphinstone" theu 

Governor of Bombay, to insist upon this attempt-to raise a 

Bhtt Corps; all other measures having failed to bring the 
Bhil tribes into any state of submission. .The Po'litical 
Agents, Colonels Briggs and Robertson had heretofore 
opposed the attempt (which had been more than onc~ pro­
posed by Mr. Elphinstone) under the idea that we sho~ld 
thus be placing arms and power in the hands of inveterate 
foes, wbJo would sooner or later turn them against ourselves. 

It is not a very fal'-fetched deduction to assume that the 
foundation of the :Jlhil, Corps bei~g decided on, Colonel Robel'tson 
selected on tlle Commandant also in consequence of the operation~ 

at Mulher. 
A('cordingly, l3omb!ly g!neral Ol'ders of 'April .2flnd 1825 

notified that the services of Lieutenant Outram, Adjutant, 23rd 
Regiment Native Infantry we!e ,placed at the disposal of t}le 
Collector nnd Political Agent in Khandesb for the purpose of 

c~mmanding Ii Bhi~ Corps to be raised in that- proyince for Police 

duties. 
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Outram had at this ti~e reached the ripe age of 22 years. 
Yet he had alpeady done six years' soldiering, and had been tor three 
years Adjutant of his regiment, then known as the 1st Battalion of 
the 12th Native Infantry. afterwards as the 23rd Native Infantry 
and now as the 123rd Outram's Rifles. During his Adjutancy he 
superintended the marching of the regiment from Poona to Baroda, 
and from Kathiawar to Malegaon. The experience he gained 
during these long marches through difficult country mm.t have 
instilled into him that extraordinary power of realizing the needs of 
troops on the march which .ever afterwards distinguished him. Not 
once nOT twice in aftel' years did Outram's foresight prove the 
salvation of an army. With his appointment to raise the Bhil 
Corps ended his strictly regimental duty, never to be IesmT.ed again 
till Cawnpore. Well may the Hl3rd be proud of having trained him, 
and well may -I~diall volunteers glory in having numbered him in 
then. ranks. 

Besides his military duties, he had secured 74 fir"t spears out 
of 123 obtained by a party of twelve at pigsticking. He had also 
speared four nilgai, two hyrenas, one leopard, and two wolves. 
He had picked up two lion cubs, put them in his pockets, raced their 
mother home on his horse, and won. He had been blown up in 
Bombay harbour on a native craft. In short he had had more 
s9ldiering and shikar at 22 than many an officer ,can now expe~t in 
his whole career. 

Oll~ram did not at 'once j~in his new appointment. He had a 
severe attack of fever, hardly to be wondered at when .he had marched 
~ver 50 miles in two successive nights to 1\:[ulher, and bad fought a 
battle at the end of the second march. He remained in Malegaon 
till the beginning of l\Iay, when he proceeded to Chalisgaon. He is 
best left to tell ho·w the Bhi! Corps was founded in his own words. 
Two comments may be,made on them. Firstly, in May the thermom­
eter at Chalisgaon daily rises to 115° in the shade, a temperature 
not conducive'to the frequent and rapid climbi<ng of precipitous hills 
over 2,000 feet above the plains. Secondly, Outram ushered in his 
new corps with the total defeat, in one night. and witll 80 men, of a 
rebel force, which a considerable British army for several months 
had failed eVen to touch. ~or was he content with merely rushing 
over the m;)untains after the Bhils. He found time to survey as he 
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went, and furnished Government with a detailed plan of the Slltmala 
Mountains in that neighbourhood, pointing out and defining the 
Bhi! strongholds, and thereby greatly facilitating all futurtr opera­
tions in that quarter. 

A metalled road which was constructed up the mountain &icle 
between Chalisgaon and Kannad, and was opened by Mr. Ashburncr 
in 187~, hils been well named' Outram's Ghat.' 

.. I kept no copi'Cs of my correspondence," writes Outram, "during 
the period from my appointment to raise the Bhed Corps, ill 
the middle of April 18~5, until the date of Illy fir~t official 
report (l&t July 18~5). A sev:ere illness detained me in 
Malligaum until the beginning of May. When I proceeded 
to Chalisgaum where the Head Quarters 0'£ a Field li'oree was 
situated, which for two months had been endeavouring to keep 
in check the Bheels of the Adjuntah (or Sathmalla) Range, 
who undm' the noted Pandoo and other then celebrated 
leaders, had been ravaging the plains below thebe mountains 
for a long time with impunity, and laughed at all the 
futile efforts of the regular troops to disturb them in their 
fastnesbes, seeing that no communication could be obtained 
with the rebd Bheels from thence, I then ascended Lo Kannur, 
a bmall Nizam's station above the Ghaut.s, where I was 
equally unsuecessf~l. Finding, therefore, that nothing could 
be effected towards laying the foundation of the corps, until 
the spirit of the tribes in rebellion was subdued, who had 
the arrogance to suppose that our troops dreaded to penetrate 
to their haunts, and carried their depredations to the pickets 
of the ~ritillh Camp, the very Hocks belonginb., 'to which 
they had recently carried off, I accordingly revisited 
Chalisgaum in the hope of inducing active operations, but, 
failing, in that object, I made my way to. a native officer's 
post, stationed at J ategaon, about SO miles distant, and 
above the Ghauts. The object of this post was merely to 
prot.ect the village which had been threatened by the Bheels, 
but the Detachment, being from my own Regiment, and 
knowing me heretofore as their Adjutant, the native officer 
ignorant. that, being now on staff employ, I no longer had 
any authority in the Regiment, at once obeyed my orders, 

6 
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to, have all his disposeable men in readille&S for a dour 
aftcr nightfall when I marched in the guidance of a. spy 
I had taken with me, on the strong position in tbe heart 
of the mountains, which I had been informed was then 
occupied ~y the united tribes, who had just assembled in 
great nu~bers for the purpose of undertaking some enter­
prise. My detachment consisted of only 30 bay~nets, but 
I calculated on effectually 5urprisillg the rebels from so 
unexpected a quarter, and, on coming upon them before 
daybreak, when unable..' to observe the weakness of thcir 
assailants. I bad little doubt· they would disperse in con­
fusion. The result was as I had expected. On the fir8t 
alarm that the red coats were upon thcm which was given 
by thc.§.Couts, while we were yet too far off to attack 
effectually, the whole body fled, panic struck, scattering in 
every direction and leaving their women, children, and 
wretched property at our mercy. I then separated my 
small party into threes and fours, with orders to pursue 
while any Bheels were to be seen and then to rendezvous at 
the Bhcel hattee (encampment), searching the ravines on 
their return: Seeing the red coats in so many different 
quarters, the effed of which was increased by hearing their 
musketry in such opposite directions, confirmed the idea of 
the enemy that 'the whole British force was upon them and' 
pr/!vented any attempt to rally. Their dispel'sion was 
complete. two of the Bheels were killed in the pursuit, many 
others were supposed to be wounded, and almost all their 
families remained in my power. Having the evening 
before sent information to Major DeschampS' of my in­
tended a.ttempt, he was induced to co-operatc" and the 
troops from below soon after joined me. I The, Bheels were 
so hotly pursued. for some days that they could not 
re-assemble, and their haunts being then occupied by our 
troops their powcr ~as so completely broken. that I was 
then enabled to commcnce operations. ~nd laid the founda­
tion of the corps through the medium of my captives, 
so~e of whom were releascd 'bo bring in the relatives of the 
rest on the pledge that they all bhouid be lIet at liberty. 
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I thus effected an intercourse with some of the leading 
Naicks; "went alone with them into their jungles; gained 
their hearts by copious libations of brandy, and their 
confidence by living unguarded among them, and hunting 
"ith them, until, at last, I persuaded J of the mObt uoven­

turous to ribk their fortunes with me, whieh smull beginning I 
considered ensured ultimate success. 

The young commandant's position, on leaving the regular army 
and finding himself in possession of his first five Bhils, may bt; 
compared to that of the ring-master of a circlls, who is suddenly 
deprived o( the-well trained performers to which he i~ accustomed, 
presented with a collection of half shy, half savage, animaL~ straight 
from the forest, and ordered to teach them tricks and exhibit their 
performances to the public. It wiII be as well to explain here what 
performances were desired by the owner of the circus. How the 
children of the jungle were taught, and how their performances. 
surpassed the owner's wildest hopes, will be told hereafter. 

On May 6th, 1825, Colonel Robertson wrote to Lieutenant 
! 

Outram as follows :-

To 
LIEUT. OUTRAM, 

COMMANDING BHEEL CORPS 

Sm, 

1 As the ground work of the 'few instructions I deem it at the 
present moment necessary to give you in reference to the 
Bheel Corps which it is intended to raise I beg ~ccompanying 

-to transmit copy extract of 11 letter which" I addressed to 
the Commissioner under date 11th :March last respecting this 
subject; from which you will gene~aIIy perceive the object 
for which the corps is to be embodied, the pay that it is 
proposed to give to the men, and the extent to which it 
is intended to subject them to military drill. You will 
also observe that it is intended to obtain a few steady com­
missioned and non-commissioned officers and privates from 
the Line to aid you in the execution of this object, and, 
gencra~ly. at least in the· first instance, to fill_ the situatioll 
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of the native officers and most also of those of the non­
commissioned officers, till experience may show that we may 
safely make such promotions, to some extent, amongst the 
Bhils themselves. 

. 2 I conclude from your private communication that you have 
now so far recovered from the effects of the l' exposure" 
at Mooleir as to have proceeded to join Mr. Graham at 
Challeesgaum. l"rom this gentleman you may calculate 011 

receiving every assistance, in explaining to the Bheels the 
object of embodying the corps and inducing them to enli.!>t. 

S The Bheels in the Challeesgaum Tallooka as well as those in the 
Bhurgaum and Erandole Tallookas are those who give us the 
most trouble as police subjects, and who probably are the mos~ 
stFaitened in their circumstances. From these districts there­
fore i-;'hould wish that you could embody most of the men. 
Hereafter a few of the }(otheel Bheels from the Jamner and 
Nusseerabad Tallookas may be added, as well as a few from 
Raglan, both to extend the benefit of the corps as far all 
possible and to the utmost degree to prevent any iII-effect!! 
from the whole of the recruits belonging to one part of the 
country.and possessing the salI!e prejudices and partialities. 
The effects will be greatly obviated by extending the recruit­
ing, in the way proposed, and by the employment ot native 
officers and non-commissioned officers from the Line. 

4 I will thank you to inform me of the number of native 
officers and non-eommissioned officers and sepoys whom you 
consider it in the first instance necessary to have the aid 
of, when I will take the requisite measures to obtain their 
services. 

5 In t~e first instance it will be prudent probably not to give 
the recruits money. Instead of this I would suggest that 
they should be chiefly paid by an ~llowance of grain, making 
to them only at certain ·periods small disbursements of cash. 
The grain you should yourself procure. By and bye money 
may no doubt be given, and as all will prefer to have money, 
you might discontinue the issue of grain tit every person 
that you may have reason to think will not abuse the 
indulgence. 
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6 For the purpose of mnking Ii purchase Qf provisions 
and fOl' meeting the other cxpen~es of the duty assigned to 
you, you will require an advance. This I shall be prepared 
to issue on your requisition, passing it to your personnl debit 
in {he first instance and clearing it hel'eafter by the credit 
of your monthly abstracts. In these you should merely 
charge the pay of each man and not the purchase ,or issue of 
grain, which may be considered as merely a temporary 
arrangement. 

7 I should wish you to state whether you think a sergeant 
on the ~ame principle as a sergeant to the local corps or 
whether an English writer merely ,for the information of 
your papers would be of mOlit use. You will require a 
Carcoon and I beg you will entert~in .one at the same pay 
as is authorized by Government for ithe Local Corps, vj;:;., 

Rs. ~o per mensem. 
8 In the first i~stance such duty will not he expected fr~m the 

Bheels, ~ut you should keep them as much' employed as 
possible in such a manner as :wilI teach t,hem the important 
duty of obedience' to orders. This you can only effect by 
degrees, but it should constantly be kept in mind and 
enforced as circumstances permit, and till you have attained 
it. Nothing will better ensure this, than when you employ 
them, always doing so under non-commissioned officers from 
the Line, wlio should be taught above all things to inculcate 
into the minds of the Bheels the principle of 'st~ictly 

adllel'ing to orders, as the very esse!!ce of their duty. 
9 This is the main point to ,which in the ~rs,t instance your 

attention should be devoted, as striking, as it will, at the root 
'of all their loose and irregular habits and substituting in 
their stead punctuality and subordination. It will, be the 
most difficult matter to accomplish. Some attention to their 

. personal, appearance too and any other minut1re of that 
nature which is calculated • to excite more favourable 
impressions in l'espect to themselves alld a change of habits, 
'Will be of great moment. Punishments of a person1l1 nature 
should be avoided. ,Fol' minot offences you will soon 
cJisc~vel: punisllmcnts suitable to their own ideas and for 
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those of a berinus nature the offenders should invn~il\bly 
be dismissed before, if it should be necessary, they are 
handed over to the Magistrate. This will excite a pride 
in tbose tbat l'emain in the corps. 

10 SO\U(: of the lower grudcI) of non-commib&ioncd officers 
lihould be left open as a stimulus for excrtion and attention 
and as a rcward for those who may excel, for though it is 
not thought prudent to employ their own Narqs, or even to 
engage anyone in any other than the lowest gl'ade, yet it 
would be wrong not to promote from the corps. at least to 
the more inferior stations, as I;oon us it is judged it can bc 
done with safety. To such vacancies you should point the 
attention of the men generafiy. 

11 The nump£ll to be enlisted will depend on the future 
decision of Govel'Ument. In the meantime I think you may 
without risk of exceeding the wishes of the Hon'ble the 
Govel1nor in Council enlis·t as fIll' as 400 men. You can 
favour me with a special report every two mouths as to 
your progress in recruiting and in rcc1aimirtg thosc who 
may have enlisted, also occasionally of the opinion your 
experience may give you reason to entertain of the likelihood 
of advantage being derived from the mca<iure. It will, I 
apprehend, gl1ell.Uy depend on the information Government 
may receive on these points, how far they may considel' it 
necessary to proceed with the Corps. 

12 I will also thank you to let me know what you bhould conccUte 
should be the organization of the corp.'i as to officers and 
non-con~ssioned officers and when arms may, you think. 
be entrusted ,to them, which will not, I apprehend, be for 
sometime, till in fact they evidently ;,hew a relish for their 
new mode of life. 

13 Your Head Quarters you will ob~erve are intended to be at 
Dhurungaum or EI'rundolc, but it will not probably be 
material if you do' not; for a short time decide on which place 
you may ultimately prefer, as the duties of recruiting will 

, oblige you to be somewhat on the move. Eventually as fixing 
the Bhecls to Ii. certain spot and thereby teaching them to have 
a JlOtnet it-will b: advantageous, to have a fixed cantonment. 
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1.f1 tn these instructions I may have omitted mauy material 
points, but if 60 you will point them out and I shall be 
happy to supply the defect. They are to be considered 
more as an outline of what is required than as a perfect 
guide. In no other undertaking does more depend on the 
personal character and conduct of the oflicer. A conciI,iatory 
dibposition towards the Bheels convincing them you feel an 
interebt in them and a pride in seeing them do well, are of 
all others the points that are most likely to ea1'n their r.egard 
and'to excite in them those better feelings which it is the 
chief wish of Government by the raising of the Corps to 
generate, and ill your zeal Ilnd discretion the government 
has every guarantee that this! its humane object, will be 
most sedulously attended to. 

"Such were the illbtruclions received by Outram. In acknow­
ledging them he makes no comment for the present, but specifies his 
:lemand for Regulars. This is his reply:-

8.ir 
Agreeably to the desire expressed in your letter containing the 

instructions for my guidance in- raising the Bheel Corps, to 
the commllud of which you have been pleased to nominate 
me, I have the honour to state ~hat I conceive will be the 
strength of the Draft from the Line required for its founda­
tion. 

A Detail of !t Subedars, ~ Jemedars, 5 Havildars, 5 Naiques, 
~ Buglers and 30 Privates would be a sufficient check upon 
the Bheels ~hen the Corps has attained its full strength, I'am 
of opinion, and will be neccbbary to instruct them for duties 
"jth which it might be imprudent to entrust the nheels until 
I have have had sufficiently long acquaintance with them, to 
be Cilabled to place confidence in them • 

.\S the success of the measures mllst depend so much upon the 
zeal and conciliatory demeanour of these men, I should wish 
to keep several vacancies in the higher ranks open at first, 
which would be a spur to tllcir exertion&. For this reason 
I beg 'to propose a Draft from the Line of 2 Jemedars, 
2 Buglel's, and 42 Hank and l?ile, from amopg whom'I 
would Pi'oOlote commissioned and non-commissioned officers 
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to the number above mentioned, when in the coutse of a 
few months I had become perfectly acquaillted with them. 

I beg leave to objed to a European Sergeant and to Pl'opose 
a Native writer of Englibh instead. as the former .would be 
without society and as is usually the case with persons of 
that class might seek solace in intoxication. I have provided 
myself with a Carcoorl according to your permission. 



CHAPTER V. 

l'mST SIGNS Ol!' PROGRESS. 

THE young commandant was armed, at leasb for. that part 01 
the province in which he was to reside, with civil as well as 

military powers. There were already two Bhil agents appointed, 
one for the southern or Satmala range, and the other for the 
Sahyadris and western jungle. These otficllrs had multifarious 
duti(,!s, which may be summed up in the expressive native term 
.. ma-bap." The Bhils were to them as children. They must de­
fend the Bhils. stand up for their l'ights,; educa~e them, teach them 
to engage in worthy pursuits, provide them with money for_ a start 
in life. At the &ame time they mu~t sec that their children did not 
WR.te their money in quarrelling and vice. repress crime, and ,gene­
rally practise the doctrine of not sparing the rod where its use was 
neee&sary. , 

Colonel llobertson had already issued instructions to the other 
Hilil agents. He forwarded copie& of'those instructions to Lieut. 
Outram on the 28th September 1825. The forwarding Jetter is so 
interesting as to warrant its be'ing quoted at lenglth :-

SUt, 

I beg, enclosed, to tran&mit for your infor~ation an extract 
from a letter I did myself the honour to address to the 
Commis&ioner, under date 30th July last, and ~lso copy of 
his reply dated the 6th instant, with a copy of a letter I have 
this day addressed to Captains Rigby and Ovans on the 
subject thereof. 

It As you will for some time be mainly occupied in the forma­
tion of your corps it will only be in your power to act 
occasionally as a Bhed Agent, but when you do act, j·ou 
wilJ keep these in,structions in view. 

7 
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a The division iu which you wilt have more peculiarly to act 
will consist ol the Districts ol Errundole, Nusseerabad. 
Chopra, Yawal, and Sawda and Raw ere. This range of 
districts I :.hall make over to the charge of l\Ir. Graham 
for the ens\,ling year, and as before stated, you can only 
yet occubionally do the duties of a Bheel Agent. Mr. 
Graham will in the interim be directed JlI mU,ch as possible 
with reference to the illl.tructions now enclosed, to extend 
his superintendence to that .class of people ~nd you will 
therefore, in all you do, act ill concert with and in conformity 
-to the suggestions of that gentleman, whilst thili arrange­

lHent llJay ex.ist. In the meantime, till Mr. Graham take!! 
charge of these districts, I will seud you such lipecilll 
in&truetions from time to time as llIay be requisite for yoUl' 
guidance. 

4 I bha11 place the Central Di"tricts under llr. Erskine and he 
will also have his attention partiCUlarly directed to the 
iUbtructionli regarding Bheds, \\ hich be will be lipeciall.v 
charged mostcarelully t,o net upon and to cttrry into elfe,·t, 
,in that. tract, The Central Districts cOlIsil>t of the Dhulin, 
Amlllulllair and Talnere l\lamletdal'ies. 

li ~Ir. Dent will similarly be instructed to give hill attention to 
"the Bheels of the Districts of Nebr (exclu:.i,'e ,of Bhll111erc) 
and the Talooka of l\lallegauIIl, north of the Girna and of 
the Lohneir Tallookas, which will be too distant for the 
superintendence of Captain nigbyo ... 

G All the Bheel affairs to the sOllt.hwal"d of your position 
eastward to Jamnere and inclusil'e oJ that district, will be 

• under Captain Ovans, 
7 I have mentioned these u,l'l"allgcments to you that as CO,m­

mandant of the Dhecl Corps you may be aware that no 
,parties &hould be detached by you to these di~tric1s, but at 
the l'equest of thc otHcers, in charge of them 01' on Ill)' 

orders, except. in, cases of emergen"y, w~len you think 
that UljUl'Y would be sustained by the public intel'cbb, hy 
w;litil,lg for any request of th.ill tlescloiplion, lUi for ilH,tance 
\Ihen you llIay have undoubted infoiomation of the retreat of 
lilly peJ"son chal'g\!d wit.h tL robbery, or' of a gathering of 
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banditti, or, I n~cd hareily add, when you may he in pu'r­
~uit of thiev~s, Imd in all thes~ cases YOll will a~ soon as 
possible make known the circumstance to th!! officer who 
may be' in charge of tbe districts you may so act in. 
This limitation, which will be equally acted upon by the 

. assistants and other Bheel Agents, is necessary to preclude 
the risk of their counteracting each other's operations. 

'8 You will maintain the establishment authorized by Govern­
ment for your agency and I shall apply to the Commi!;­
sioner for his authority to your framing your military 
absb'acts on tIle same principle as those of the other Bheel 
Agents. Your abstrac't for Civil Pay you will have the 
goodness to send to me. 

The Satmalla hills contained the very worst of the rebellious 
Bhils, and it was from amongst these that the five first recruits 
were obtained. Outram now marched across the province in a ~01th­
easterly direction to Dharan~aon, where he established his, head­
quarters. Precisely why he chose Dharangaon is not explained. 
'I'rue, the town is central, and has a good markEit. But it is in It 
bleak and dry country, and has no living water supply. Such 
\\o.tcr 0.8 is available is stored in ancient tanks, bu'~ these are apt 
to become stagnant, or fail altogether, in the hot weather. Erandol, 
only 7 miles distant, was offered as an alternative. Here is an 
equally large town, a running stream, and many good wells. How. 
ever, Outram, doubtless for some good reason, preferred Dharan­
gaon, and Dharangaon became the headquarters of the Khandesh 
Hhi! Corps, and remained &0 till the end. Letters show that Outram 
arrived there before the end of June 181!5. How he got there, and 
how he managed to retain the faithful five on the march. is not 
recorded. It seems a pity that he left no diary of those days. 
The march must have been, to say the least of it, full of incident. 
But arrive he did, and with him wel'e not five, but twenty-five re~ 

cl'uit'i. The t~lIty had been picked up on the march from amGllg 
the tamer Bhils of the plain \"il1ages. !In arrival he sent his first 
regular report to the Collector-the fits~ of a long and interesting 
sCl"ies. Little excuse is needed for reproducing here this report. It 
ignores absolutely the hea~ and dangers, difficulties, and the Ei..,~reme 
~iscomfo~ ·th~t must }lave been experienced. In fact it l·ell.ds 
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almost as if the writer was in the habit of forming rcgiml'nb out or 
,avage tribes once a' month :-

SIR, 
I now do myself the l1onour, agreeably io the d~sire expressed 

in your instructions of the 6th 1\Iay, to make a special 
report of my proceedings during the two months I have: 
been employed in recruiting for the Bheel Corps of 
Candeish, and of what hope I now entertain of the ultimate 
success of this measure. 

You are aware that severe illness delayed my departure from 
Mallegaum until the 8th May. when according' to your 

. directions I proceeded to Chaleesgaum to endeavour to raise 
recruits amongst the Bheels in that quarter. 

I then received every assistance from Mr. Graham, who laid 
things in train for me, by ordering the l\Iamlatdarl> and 
other native agents to. explain to the Patells of villages 
and such Bheels as were available to their communication, 
(the greater portion being in the hiDs plund~ring} the 
advantages and nature of the service now open to the 
Bheel tribe, and recommending all of that ciass to take 
advantage of the opportunity of engaging with me. 

Whilst this might take effect I went. to Kunner .. above the 
Ghauts, privately to solicit the assistance-;:;{'t'aptain Kelly 
of the Nizam'lI service, who, I was given to understand, hall 
great influence with the Clindeish Bheels in his ,·icinity. 
He most· kindly exerted himself to induce some of them to 

embrace' the service, but without success, and at last having 
given his decided opinion tha~ their prejudices and fears 
were not to be overcome, I returned ,to Challeesgaum on 
the ,~~ May, where I found ,none had been induced to 
offer, but aware of the advantages which .. 'auld most pro-

. bably result from our obtaining a. footing amongst tbe 
Bheels of that neighbourhood, the l!Iost turbulent in Can­
deish, I continued in that Talooka, visiting and residing 
at different Bheel villages until the 15th June. The 
obstacles I here met with I at one time almost de!>paired 
of surmounting, especially their fears! Three or four 
whom I first enlisted, were frightened away by an absurd 
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rcport that I was cnticing them to t,ransportntion! They 

especially at first loo,kcd upon the measure with a yery 

suspicious eye, the treachery and cruelty of fO~'mer rnlel'~ 

. being still fresh in their memory, but I came away with, 

though only five recruits, ~he satisfactory feeling that 

their fears were entirely removed !is evinced by their 

entru~ting their ,few relations to my charge, and their 

prejudices greatly overcome, so that I have no doullt I shall 

obtain many recruits from that quarter when thc nat-ure of 

the service is better understood. 

As I had anticipated, having overcome the grl.'at difficulty, 

engaging the first few and those from amongst the most 

disorderly and suspicious race, little persuasion was necl.'~· 

sary to induce some of the Burgaum and Errundole Bheels 

to join me as I passed through those Purgannahs, whidl 

together with Challe~S'gaum. I w:as particulal'ly directed to 
make the scat of my first endeavours.' 

The number of recruits I this day muster is 25, which know­

ing the difficulties and obstacles toot prevented my cnlist­

ing a single man during the whole of ,May and beginning 

of June, I hope you will consider as successful as possibly 

could be expected, and an auspicious commenccmeni;, and as 

none who have once taken service (with the exception of 

the first three or four alluded to above, who de~erted the 

same 'day they enlisted) have since left it, though brought 

a considerable distance from their countJ'y and kindred, 
I think they are determined to stand the trial, which must 
convince them of the advantages of their new state, com­
pared to their dangel'ous and unsettled mode of 'life 
hitherto, in which, at the' best of times, they can procure but 
a precarious subsistence and one frequently exposed to 
want, so that they will not readily be induced to give up the 
former to return to the latter. Time must prove whether or 
not they csn become sjncerely attached to peaceaI:>le habits, 
but I bave every hope they will be found to be' of Ii more 
ml1lleab]~ disposition than is generally supposed. 
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I cannot say I think this iii It t:lsk easily or spt'cdily to be 

accomplished j JI\uch perseverance, paticncc, and trouble I 
foresee will be required in the first pl,aee to conciliate 

Ilnd bring them under ~roper subjection, and a steady, 

'thougl!, mild l'uie, must be preserved ,,-hen that is accom­

plished. but I trust I am most zealously disposed to bestow 

every attention, and spare no endeavour to meet the wishes 

of Government in forwarding this measure, so creditable 

to myself should I succeed. 

I have e~ery expectation my next report will be lIlO!.t iatis­

factory as to numbers; I consider one of the grfiatc"t 

difficulties overcome establishing a foundation. 

I am UI1W a"l Dhurrangaum which, being one of the placcs 

lcft Lo my choice, 1 am disposed to make my headquarlel', 

As far ar. I can learn and to all appearance it is the 

healthiest spot in the neighboUl'hood, and I have Ilccorcl­

ingly commenced hutting my recruits for the monsoon. 

For those who do not know Khandesh it is necessary to explain 

here that the climate of the province is extremely dry from ~ovem' 
bel' to June. Often no't a drop of rain fallt> for seven months. 

At the latter end of June however, the sout.h-west mOl1!'ooon burst" 

with great regularity and usually with violence. Jirom .June to 

October there i., incessant rain, totalling between !5 and 30 inches. 

The country roads are impassabll' for carts, and <,,'ery' man clings 

to his home, for the very good reason that it is difficult to tra"c1. 

But Outram and his Bhils had 110 home. What they did for shelter 

at Dharangaon in 18~5 is ~ot known. but they can hardly have been 

luxurious. Subsequently, Outram built-for himself a roomy bungalow, 

which has but Intely been pulled down. 'Other bungalows and offices 

~rose near it, and regimental lines sprang up for the '!orps. But 

the first rains must have been most uncomfortable. Hl,lwever. the 

corps progressed ill spite of discomfort 1111(1 IIl'l1'dshjp. Outram 

himself l~ved in a disllsed kacheri or ~ourt hOUl"e, He managed to 

provide hutting for some of hi" men, and quartered the rest in the 

town. Pnnchmlly on September lst, he sen~ in his s()cond report, which 
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is-cloqucnt not ollly of material and moral progl'cbS, but of the deter­
lIlination" "igour and tactfulness of the writer. This is it:-

To 

SIll, 

.I~Il;:UT"COL, ROBERTSON, 
COLLECTOR IN CANDEISH, 

DHOOLlA. 

1 I have the honour to I'eport the progress I have made in 
organi~illg the Bhecl Corps bince my labt of ·the l~t July 
18~:5, the number of Bheels who had then cmbraced the 
~en'ice was !'la, on the lst August they IIll10unted to 62, 
alld the number now is 9fl. 

:t You will be sorry to observe they ha"e not increased in 
number ,during the last 1I10nth, in the rates that might 
have been expected from the former; several are thc 
eau~es of thib, partly from the Moharum feslivllI having 
intervened, during which I ll'pt all my men together and 
cndeavourcd to make them spend /l happy holiday, partly 
heeuuse I find it prudent at prebent not to appear to 
pre~s: thc rapid Ilbsembly of It ial'g(' number ~'hilc yet 
1I~larlllcd, hut chiefly, I alii ;,OITY to Stly, beeau&c the 
~lIspieion of our motive,," gains ground daily. Alarming 
repOlts arc doubtless kept nli\'e by thosc who. are inter­
f'ested ill frustrating this measure, in the buecess of "hich 
Lhey foresee the "ath-blow to phmdering with impunit,Y; 
\\ hieh reports Itrc btrellgthened from lhe CirCUlTlbtancc of 
tho!;c I hn\'c aSbcmblcd heing kept \I itliollt arms, and the 
alurll1 heightened frolll nn unfortunate coincidence, the 
town of DurrungaullI and the very kutchery in which I am 
l'cbiding lll~ving been the hcene of the massacre of a num­

ber \\ ho \I cn' ub&cmbled on a very similar plea about 11 
yeal'b ago. The butchel'ie~ of tllat period arc frebh in 
their nlelllOI'Y, and II I'epeiition is drellded by all but those 
\\110 ,U'l' now \I ilh 1111'. To remove their feRrs, I have 

Spt.locd 110 elldt:/lvour by constant intercourse "ith them; 
talking of' the erudty above alluded to with Ilhll'b of 
detcstation nlHl \I ithout rebC!'"c; explaining the advantages 

• \, e ~xpect fl'Ol1l thcir bCl'vieCb (for tlll'Y could not uude!'-
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stand and would liUspect any other motive for tlle l.iberality 
of Government); listening to their complaints and enquir­
ing into and· obtaining redress for oppression to which 
the families of some were subjected when unable to 
complain, they themselves being amenable to justice for 
a breach of its laws; interceding (or those who though 
proscribed have sought my intercession, taking every 
opportunity 'of displaying a perfect confidence in them 
and demanding services from them, etc" etc, By these 
means I have succeeded in inspiring almo!>t all who are in 
the corps with a feeling of security and confidence in me, of 
which I have ha,d ample proof. Had this not fortunately 
been the case, the undertaking must have been ruined on 
the 2Qth-instant, when by some means or othel' a report was 
spread amongst my men, that in the great concourbe of 
people assembled in the town 011 that day (being the labt 
of the festival) were concealed t~e agents by whom they 
were to be slaughtered in the evening! This was well 
calculated to strike terror in the minds of men most of 
whom had parellts or relations cut off by such treachery 
in the Pais wah's l'eign, but the report was only credited 
by about 15 of the most timorous and newest of nt)' 

recruits. who fred -on the first alarm; the moment I heard 
of the rum our (which was brought to me by some of 
the Bheels themselves): I ordered them to assemble and 
was p.romptly obeyed. I explained to them how much 
disappointed I had reason to be in them, who, notwith­
&tanding the confidence I placed in theM, sleeping under 
their swords every night (having only a Bheel guard at my 
rcsidence) still continued to harbour suspicions of me! The 
feeling with which they answel'ed me was so gratifying that 
I do not regret the cause which brought it forth. They 
immediately went after the fugitives ~nd returned with eight 
in the evening, the others whose fears had carried them 
out of reach, .are still absent, but I have not !>truck them off 
the strength of the corps, their frielldll .having gone to 
recall them, and I havt! not a doubt they "ill be happy to 
.return ",hell they fiud their {can were groundlclts. 
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OtIiers liave given earlY.' prqof of their fidelity. In tlie 
beginning of ~ugust I de&pa.tched two, partie. to recruit" 
the one of a havildar and 20 Bheels to the Cballees­
gaum. the other of a naique and 10 to the Loonair 
Furgannali j most of them were inhabitants of the countries 
to which. they were sent" and on. their arrival at their 
homes they found that report bad been busy with their 
fate during their absence! So terrified were their rela­
tions from what they had heard of our intentions that 
they endeavoured by every means to persuade our men to 
desert. But notwithstanding their solicitations every man 
returned, though they could only prevail on nine men to 
accompany; them •. 

.. 4 If I am unnecessarily prolix in the relo1ion of these parti­
culars. it is caused by my anxiety to prove the necessity; 
of the early attention of Government to the subject of my, 
communication of the 2nd ultimo. Agreeably to your 
permis&ion I purchased 20 swords which I have distributed 
among my' men. but they are not calculated to give the 
appearance of security which I am anxious to display. I 
have shown that those' now with me are free from fear. but 
if kept without arms I could not answer for their long 
remaining so. Arming t.hem will be the quickest and 
surest means of removing the suspicions of the Bheel popu­
lation generally, which are almost the only obstacle to the 
success of a measure which must prove o! the greatest 
utility" It will subdue. I am confident, the rapacious sph-it 
of that class, to which the country has so long been a prey. 
and which no laws or measures hitherto. whether of coercion 
or kindness, have been able to subject • 

.. It is with much satisfaction I report the following particu­
lars of the great success which hall already attended the 
steps I have taken to bring those Bheel!. in the corps into 
habits of regularity and subJection • 

.. Having previously obtained your assent, I promoted, in the 
beginning of July. 3 Bheels to naiques, and on Ist Auguat 
one of the naiques to_ havildar~ My motives for making 
IUch early promotion were to excite a spirit 01 cRlulatiou. 

8 
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by lllio~ng what they have to look up to a. th~ reward 
of good ~ehaviour and to teach obedience to non-commi ... 
sione~ officers of my creat:ion, in opposition to what they 
had hitherto been only accustomed to pay their hereditary 
naiques., 1\Iy wishes have been completely answered-the 
non-commissioned officers are made aware of their respon­
sibility and the privates look up to them as they oughjt. 

.. The great bar' to order at first, was their frequent indulgCflce 
in intoxication. This I have put out of their power by the 
mode of payment which provides them daily with scarcely 
more than sufficient to obtain the nec<;ssaries of life, ex­
cepting on the last day of the month when tile surplus of 
their pay is given; which I am happy to find they begin 
to sp_~d' in articles of finery in prefcrence to spirit.uous 
liquors, and I have not known of a single instance of 
excess in this respect during the last month, 

"The payments of the BhccJ Corps 8re regulated as follows:­
Two annas are paid ,every morning, thus controlling their 
expenditure which would otherwise outstrip their means, 
unacquainted as the generality are at present with the use 

. of money, the remainder amounting to 10 annas in a short, 
and l~ annas in' a long month, is paid on the last day of 
the month, when I receive the acknowledgment • 

.. The clothing I have given them' consis'is of a' puggrie, dyed 
green, a white angracka reaching to the knee, and goorgie 
reaching below the knee, made double and of strong doth, 
which i find best adapted to their inclinations, and gives 
them a very respectable appearance;· which I am glad 
to find they are sensible of. They are daily improving in 
cleanliness and beginning to expend the surplus they re-

, ceive at the end of th~ month in purchasing shioes or 
ornaments I This dress will last about six months, and is 
well calculated for a Police, being perfectly uniform, and 
looking very well with native arms; it is at the same time 
the cheapest that could be given, the whole expense being 
under 31 ropees. I 

c. I was unable to proceed in hutting more than about 30 men, 
gran not being procu~able 80 late in the season; the rest 
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I have quartered in empty houses in the town, without 
infringing on any prejudices of the inhabitants, who were 
at first much averse to their neighbourhood, and had fre­
quent rea~on of complaint against the Bheeli, .... ~e~ng then 
rather disorderly; but those complaints have entirely ceased 
and their behaviour now is the satisfaction or"everyone . 

.. I have at present divid~d the corps into' two classes, the one 
consisting of men for general Police duties, the other of 
those whom I hope to train and discipline as Light Infan­
try. The latter are selected from the youngest and most 
intelligent; of this class there are at present about ~O. 
The duties I exact are light, from the former a daily and 
nightly guard of a naique (or lance) and six priWltes, 
from the' latter-whom I wish to attach as much as 
pos"sible'to my person-two orderlies are supplied daily. In 
pursuance of what I deemed prudent, demanding ear~ 
service from them, I detached several parties to recruit. The 
ill success of two, who were sent to the greatest distances 
I have already shown, but the fidelity they ey,inced on that 
occasion was more gratifying than the most complete success. 
I have reason to be equally well pleased with the various 
parties which I detached in the neighbourhood, all of which, 
though meeting with little success,· deserved the trust I 
p!aced in them and exerted themselves to the utmost. For 
the same reasons and to terrify the other Bheels into taking 
timely refuge in the corps, I also employed. my men on 
one or two occasions to apprehend offenders. You have 
alre~dy been informed that a detachment from the Bheel 
Corps was anticipated in tl~e seizure of the notC!rious 
Reeria. naique by one day, and they appr,ehended thirteen 
thieves who had committed a late r~bbery, but upon not 
finding the articles on them, these were released though 
there was no doubt that. they were the perpetrators~ the 
information against them being given by: an accomplice, whose 
evidence I did not think prudent to bring forward. The 
alacrity they evince in the performance of these service~ 
convinces me they will soon have no scruple to bring their 
nearest relations to justice if required to do 50. That thc.sc 
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'exertions liave terrified the DheeIs who continue to 'oppose tJie 
'laws is fully proved by two of the most 'notorious naiques 
'8ailia and Diwajee, who have for years eluded all attempts 
to apprehend them, having voluntarily t.e~dered their sub­
mis.sioil to me, although they are proscribed. Taking 
advantage of the opportunity of their being in my· 
hands., would have been very detrimental to establish the 
character of lIlhe fz;iend of the Bheels on which the success 
of my undertaking much depends., I therefore promised 
my intercession with you in their hehal£, on which subject 
I had the honour privately' to address you on the l22nd 
ultimo. 

" I may also mention in proof of this position, the circumstance 
of tha-eountry for 15 miles round Durrangaum which had 
been hitherto most particularly a. prey to the rapacity oC 
lIlhe Bheels, having been perfectly tree from their depre­
dations. Since the e&tablishmept of the Bheel Corps at this 
place not a single robbery hall taken place, ,though formerly 
of daily occurrence, and travellers who' then never ventured 
out without the protection of horsemen or sebundies, now 
proceed unarmed alone! 

,. Should the 'Bheels, in ,the 'corps prove faithful and efficient 
servants, whieh the liWe experience I have now had in them 
leads me confidently to hope I shall render them; the rest of 
that class 'will be compelled to have rec!ourse to peaceable 
occupations for a 'livelihood, when it is not unreasonable 
to hope this hitherto degraded race finding protection under 
our mild rule 'where 'no distinction is drawn between Dheel 
and Brahmin, may become gradually habituated and attached 
to the change. Such is what I foresee will be tile reward of 
this :humane measure. and though I am aware it will at. 
present he treated as a vague speculaJtion, I do not hesitate 
thu9 early to express my confidence 'in.the result. 

.. In considera.tion of the irregular class of people I have to deal 
with, I humbly intreat that the few propositions I may 
make in the first Sltages of this undertaking may be treated 
'lIith more indulgence than as coming from so youn~ and 
inexperienced a man, they may otlI\!~e 'be intitled to. 
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"'I may possibly in some instances be unable to abide by' former 
custom' or rule, in my attempts to reform those in the corps, 
wherein I must be guided chiefly by circumstances as they 
occur. Placing early trust in 'them~ for instance. will be 
naturally regarded as imprudent and throwing rfJemptation 
in their way, yet I am persuaded that thi~ is the only way 
to make them trustworthy. Delay in their sanction is what 
I dread, and to sb'ow the necessity of avoiding it is my 
reason for making these remarks. and humbly requesting 
that you will consider the expediency of sanctioning or 
objecting Ito my proposals without further reference, whil&t 
this und,ertaking is yet in its infancy. 

"13. I beg you will bring to tIflotice the delay which has taken 
'Place in drafting the detachment from the Line which was 
authorized by Government upwards of a month. ago, but 
of which I have since heard nothing. Thus delaying it 
until my recruits are numerous and showing them too plainly 
that they are Bent as a check upon the corps might have 
produced the worst consequences had I noll; guarded against 
it by leading the Dheels to expect them from the beginning. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obeaient humble servan~ 
(Signed) J. OUTRAM, 

Durrungaum. 1st Sept. 1825. Lieut. Commanding Bheel Corp.s. 

The infant battalion was already nearly 100 strong. The Com­
ma~dan~ was the personal friend and adviser of everyone of his men. 
The corps itself, and the surrounding public, reposed their confidence 
in him. 'His men had already done good service in catching 
thieves and dacoib. Merchants who had gone armed and in fear of 
their lives. began to travel unmolested and unarmed. The founda­
tionl:l of an enduring peace were more surely laid in three mo~ths 
by one unaided youth, 'than in sev(>n years by many experienced 
leader&,'in hundreds of expeditions at the cost of thousands of lives. 
How was it done t Not by an unbending discipline or by incessant 
punishments.. "Copious libations ot brandy;' tiger hunts, and & 
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long holiday at tlle MohfJrrum, could not be expected from a severe 
martinet. .Ho~ then was it done? By the example of one fearle38 
gentleman, who bore the hcat with the hardiest, faced the tiger with 
the boldest, sympathized with the most miserable and depraved, and 
held oult the hand of love to those who had known no love. Wri'ing 
011 the subject of II The Tomb of his Ancestors" Mr. Kipling says: 
., The main character was certainly modelled on Outram. The 
inscription of course (on the tomb itself) is the one to Cleveland of 
Bhagalpur who died 50 years before O)Jtram." The likeness of 
Outt'am to Cleveland is certainly striking. Wha'b a solitary officer 
had done among the Pahadyas of Bhagalpur and the Santhal 
Parganas in 1780, Outram was doi~g among the Khandesh BhiIs 
in 18~5 •. Fortunately for the British Empire, Outram did not 
succumb to his early labours, hut lived on to win more glory in wider 
fields. Had he dred at Dharangaon in .1835, the memorial tablet to 
Cleveland might well, with name and date altered, have been set up 
over his grave. The inscription on that tablet, as quoted in the 
Gazetteer of Bhagalpur, reads as follows:-

'Qto tf)e .:Memorp of rllugU5tU5 €ltbtIanb, tl5q., 
LATE COLLECTOR.OF THE DISTRICTS OF BHAl1Gl1LPORE AND RAJAMAHALL. 

WHO. WITHOUT BLOODSHED OR THE TERROR OF AUTHORITY. 
EMPLOYING ONLY THE MEANS OF' OONOILIATION. CONFIDENOE. AND 

BENIWOLENOE. ATTEMPTED AND ACCOMPLISHED 
THE ENTIRE SUBJECTION Of THE LAWLESS AND SAVAGE INHABITANTS OF THE 

Jl1NGLETEB.RY OF RAJAMAHALL. 
WHO HAD LONG INFESTED THE NEIGHBOURING LANDS BY THEIR 

. ~REDATORY INOVRSIONS, 
INSPIRED THEM WITll A TASTE FOR THE ARTS OF CIVILISED LIFE. 

AND ATTAOHED THEM TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BY A. CONQUEST 
OVER THEIR MINDS-

'l'HE MOST PERMANENT. AS THE MOST RATIONAL, MODE OF DOMINION. 
THE QOVERNOR..QENERAL AND COUNCIL OF BENGAL, 

IN HONOUR OF HIS OHARACTER. AND FOR AN EXAMPLE TO OTHERS. 
HAVE ORDERED THIS MONUMENT TO BE ERECTED. 

HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 13TIl OF JANUARY 1784. AGED 29, 

. The Bhiis had come to be regarded, not as mere criminallJ, but 
as creatures without human feeling, as dangerous wild beasts or nox­
ious vermin, from whom no good could be hoped. It was the desire, 
and was considered the duty of all good citizens to hunb them, trap 
them, and destroy thcm at sight. Even the farseeing Captain 
Briggs despaired of reclaiming them, and it was left for Outram to 

shew that they were not: only human beings, but useful members of 

society. 
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Not long ago died' a saintly man, of w~m it {Day be .aid that he 
was a living expression of the fundamental doctrine ol Christianity. 
Those who knew him. and loved him, as he loved all, saw in him 
abnos'b a reincarnation of the writer of the Fourth Gospel, a secnnd 
John the Divine. It may seem far fell;ched to compare Edward King 
with James Outram. Yet here is a l~tter written by Bidhop King. 

"LINCOLN, December 4, 1893. 
You ~have seen, I da;esay, that we are in trouble here again, 

A poor dear Gl'imsby fisherman; it will all be over a fortnight 
to-morrow. 'Vill you please remember him, H-R--, and 
ask that he may be forgiven and accepted, and for me that 
my sins may not hinder my helping him. We have every hope 
ffr him, he is really most beautiful. I am just back from 
the gaol, so my lland shakes, but not for him j it is a great 
privilege if we are only equal to it. But you will remember 
poor Richard" al'ld understand that I cannot help asking God 
to hear his prayer for me now, if it be I!is Will. I think it 
is, it seems $0 easy. 

With my love and blessing, 
Always yours affectionately," 

P.S.-Perhaps you could ask a. few of the men to pray. 
The letter might seen ordinary enough, were not the subject 

matter of it a condemned murderer, for whom the judge had the 
black cap, the newspapers execration, and the world no m~rcy, but of 
whom the Lord Bishop can write f he is really most beat1tiful.' 

Often might the Lord Bishop, bowed with age y~t strengthened 
by love, be seen tramping the steep streets of ,Lincoln to comfort 
those for whom the world had no comfort, the occup~nts of the con­
demned cells. 

It was the same sympathy with the despairing, the same ability 
to reclaim the lost, to find the good in those in whom the world 
found all bad, which enabled the Bishop to make Chri;tians of 
condemned felons. and Outram to male soldiers and citizens of Bhils. 
It was the recognition of these qualities, not less than mere personal 
piety or valour, that caused the good folk of Lincoln to be willing 
to ,lie dDwn that the Bishop might walk over them, and that . caused 
Napier to compare Outram to Bayard, or the volunteers at Lucknow 
to nominate'Outram with one voice for the Victoria Cross. ' 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE LEVY BECOMES A BATTALION. 

c· WHAT I don't understand about Outra.m," writes Mr. Kipling, 
" is the way in which he seems to have got Brahmans and 

Rajputs to help him lick his Bhils into shape as a Regiment." No 
doubt the Brahmans and Rajputs had learned sufficient of Outram's 
character in Katruavad and Gujarath, on the long march ,to Male­
gaon, at the storming of Mulher. and over the mountains, ot Chalis­
gaon, to k~ow that the young officer was one whom tbey might trust 
implicitly; and £olI~w blindly. If he brought them to live among 
despised savages, he had at least been living among the savages for 
months before them himself. If he demanded drudgery from high 
caste gentlemen, he had himself shown the exa.nple ot how a gentle­
man can toil. Unerringly the sonar with touchstone and acid 
determines the' purity of gold, and just as unerringly do natives at 
India. determine the characters of their leaderS. . 

During the rainlJ of 1825 o.utram occupied himself with over­
coming the rooted antipathy of the B,hils to drill, with recruiting 
more men, weeding out at,..the same time any who were indisposed or 

~ 

Unfit for permanent service, with arming and clothing his men, and 
generally with. organizing the corps • 

.As to drill, he selected the youngest and most promising, recruits, 
and began to teach them regular drill. The older men he kept for 
the present as itregular police, or.sibandis. In hia November report 
he mentions a~out 60 of the former and 40 of the latter. 

Recruits came iu fairly' frequently, but on the other hand a few 
men deserted, and others were discarded. The strength of the corps 
only rose to 109 on lit November. . A ' 

The first arms that were supplied were native IIwords. To these 
were added after a ti~e matchlocks, but Outram for months endea­
voured to o\:.lt.ain a regular supp1y; of, army- mllBketa. Officials at 
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headquarters delayt'd sending these till January 1826, and much 
discontent was caused thereby. 

In November 1825 there marched into Dharangaon a party of 
Regulars, officers and men who had been personally selected by 
Outram, to volunteer for duty with the Bhil Corps, and a~si&t in 
drilling it, and to supply its native officers. The party was mostly 
from the li!3rd. Most of those selec'btd from other regiments had 
either shrunk, or been deterred, from actually joining. Outram, 
however, professed himself content with those who came. 'rhey 
numbered 44 in all. Their arrival almost ended the career of the 
new corps. The worst sus-picions of the Bhiis seemed realized. It 
had often been impressed on them by mischief-makers that .. the ~ole 
object of Government in banding tllem together at Dharangaon was 

• 
to massacre them en masse. Behold. here was a strong and well-armed 
detachment of the detested high-caste soldiers of flhe line marching on 
them. Flight or instant death seemed their only alternatives. In 
a moment, however,' thJe young commandant- tu~ned their sorrow into 
joy, their despair into confidence. He ordered the detachment of 
regulars to glve up their arms, and to mix with the Bhils as bro­
thers. He assured the Bhils that arms for them had been demanded 
from Government. 'When these arrived, all should be armed alike, 
but till then the soldiers should go unarmed._ Thus consoled the Bhils 
renewed their efforls to become proficient at drill, so as to worthily. 
hear the promised arms. . 

The progress of the corps caused Outram to sugge!>t tl)at it be 
llrovided with a regular uniform, which he thus- describes: ., A dark 
blue cloth shell jacket and dungaree pantaloons of the same colour 
!lnd should f!lcing be allowed, I should prefer green." This uniform 
WIlS duly sanctioned, the green facings consisting of cuffs and collar 
were allowed, and a blue 'foraging cap' was added, also buttons with 
the If-Her!! K.B.C. Outram himself asked permission to. discard his 
f('gimental uniform, and adopt that of the Bhil Corps. 

A native apothecary, tents, doolies, and other camp kit were 
indented for and obtain~d. 

At the end of 1825 commandant and men were so confidenl 
each of tlle other, thal the permission of the Collector WIiS asked and 
obtained for a formal mal'ch thl'ough the Province. This march had 
many objects. It would encourage recruiting, it was meant both to 

II 
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pr~mote and show -f>ff the efficiency 'of the corps,' it might be the 
occasion of c'aptur;ng any marauding bancls who were about, and of 
testing the worth, of the recruits when engaged with their late com­
rades in crime. Accidentally, it filled the Bhil! with martial pride, 
owing to'their formal recognition by the flSrd Regiment and the 
garrison 'of Mal~gaon as brother-soldiers. Considering Outram's 
human sympathies, and his a'ility to work on men's feelings, it 
is more than probable that this • accident' walt tlle most carefully 
planned of all his actions since he entered all his command. Its 
success' is best flescli.bed in his own words. 

To 
J. W. GRAHAM, ESQ., 

ASSTl'. COLJ.JWTOB., CANDEisH. 

SIR, 

1 I llave much satisfaction in l'eporting the progress 'of my 
endeavours during the last two.months to bring the Bheels 
into a ,state of' dis'Cipline and SUbjection to order i which 
have been most successful and must prove more satisfactory 
to Government than greater success ill recruiting i and 
altho' in the latter respect I have not been proportionately 
succe~sful it is not to be attributed to any increasing back 
warduess on the part of the Dheels, or. I trust. to any Wll.llt 
of energy on my part, but solely to inability to exert 
myself as I wished u~ti1, by the arrival of the camp 
equipage of I;h~ Bheel Corps on the 9th December, I was 
enabled to leave a part of the country from which ] had 
drawn a very fair' proportion of the Bheel population 
(which in that neighb,ourhood i:. not numerous) and as 
many as I thought it advisable to endeavour to obtain 
from it at present. 

2 The success which has attended the recruiting lince my 
departure froIn Durrungaum on'lOth December eonvince~ 

me I sh,aJl have little difficulty in ass~mbling as large a 
body of Bheels during my tour as Government may require, 
and my success in other and more important respects, 
above alluded to, leaves me no doubt I shall fulfil all I have 
1;0 frequently expressed myself oanguine of accomplishing. 
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S The last special report I had the honour to make, dated 
Ist November, showed a total of 109 Bheels in the corps; 
up to the lOth December (when I marched from Durlun­
gaum) the number had ~mly increased to 115,' from whom 
I had to strike off 7.,desertions; and the total of Bheels 
now in the corps is UJ.f.. I having enlisted le6 and rejected 
8everal since my march. 

4 In my la.~t report I mentioned I had brought a portioll 
of the Bheels to consent to ,drill. I commenced instruct­
ing them in the beginning of November, and in a very 
short time they had overcome all dislike and submitted to 
drill with as much steadi,~ess and paid as much attention 
as recruitR of the Line. All but 50 men, whom t have for 
the present set aside as sibundies for reasonb stated in my 
last report. ha\le been steadily kept at drill ever since and 
have made such progress as to cause much gratification to 
Colonel Robertson when he inspected th/e corps on the !!4th 
December. I should also have ere now brought them te the 
use of the musket had I yet received my arms from Ahmed­
nugger; the Bheels have not only overcome their anti­
pathy to European arms and accoutrements (which 
together with drill were the obstacles most di~cult to 
surmount ) but are now most anxious to get them. 

I) On the 8th November the detachment of Regulars arrived i 
notwithstanding the pains I had taken to prepar~ the 
Rheel! to receive them without distrust I did not succeed 

• so compl('tely as I wished. ,However, 1 effected that end 
completely by immediately sending away all the ;rms of 
the Regulars which they had brought with them,' giving 
the Bheels to' understand that they and the .detachment 
should be armed at. the same time. In the ~ourse o(a very 
few days, what I had hoped, from my knowledg~ ~ 9f the 
character and respectability of the men compobing the detach· 
mc¥t. w~s fully effected; the Regulars obtained by, their 
conciliatory conduct to the Bheels their entire confidence, and 
these high-caste men associating with them without scruple 
had the highest effect; they begin to rise in self-esteem and 
to. feel 'Proud of the service :which places them on an equality 
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with the high~st c1ass~s. This f~ling was most opportunely 
heighten~d by the gen~roull and libcral-mind~d behaviour of 
the !3rd Regiment "(on the occasion of my having sent the 
Bheels in a body to Mllllegaum Cantonments a few days ago 
with a ,-jew to remove any remaining fear on the part of the 
Bhecls by showing them they can now mix among their form('r 
foes without molestation); noll only were the Bheels rec('ivecl 
by the men of that Regiment without insulting seotI's (wliieh 
might, almost have been expected from such high-cast~ l1l('n 
Rnd very probably might have been bestowed by mllny ll'sli 
"nperior in that respect) but were even received by them with 
the great~-t kindness. They ","cre invited to sit do" n beside 
them and fed by them and talked to by high and low as i( on 

~ a pcrfect ~uality from being brother-soldiers; t~i~nceidental 
i circumstance will produce more beneficial effects than the most 

studied measures of conciliation; and Bhed re(ormation will 
owe much to it. The Bheels returned quit.e delighted and 
flattered by their reception and entreated me to allow them 
no rest from drill unti) they become equal in some degree t.o 
iheir brother-soldiers. Thus, happily, hag another ob~tac1e 
been removed-dread of or unfavourable feelings towards the 
Regulars-and a desire to emulate them and a feeling of 
regard towards ~hem substituted in the minds ot the Bheels 
who are in the corps, and similar fcelingrt will be instilled hy 
these into the minds or all who hereafter join them. 

,6 In my letter 'requesting to be allowed to mnrrh I advanced 
as one reason for the measure- the pl'obllhility Ulllt. man) might 
have e-ngaged in t.he service me-rely from mot,i\'e~ of pr~(,\lt 

con\'eni('nce who would de'iert wll('l} rCtluir('c1 to mnrch to Ii 

distance; but I wa" deliglIted to lind my (cars ahno~t entirely 
groundless j only the.7, men mentioned in the 8rd para. who 
deserted in 'the end ot November (probably on J1ccount or 
the march) and 6 others are ab&ent. the latter without leave 
but not yet struck off, having hopes they will fonow me: 
being detained by their friends,. probably against their incli­
nations. '1'he march ot the corps 1\'as also looked upon with 
some slight degree of suspicion, which might naturally }lave 
been heightened "y my bringing them away without, arms 
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(European) but thl' Bheels have proved themselves satisfied 
of 0';lr good intentions and have now accompanied.tme up­
wards of 100 miles perfedly wil!ingly and highly pleased 
with the march, tents, etc. 

7 Every peculiar and most obstinate obstacle to the accomplish­
lIIent of the organization of the Bheel Corps, I consider 
r{'moved, and that little difficulty re~ains to be encountered 
more than what ufiually attends the organization of a new 
levy of well di. .. posed recruits. 

8 Since the 10th December I have passed through the Bergaum, 
Chaleesgaum and Nandgaum purgunnahs but made no stay 
in them, having previously obtained nearly a fair proportion 
of Bheels (rom that quarter. The Bheel Corps is nOw camped 
within a few miles of Mallegaum, where I am awaiting the 

. arrival of the arms; I then propose proceeding through the 
Loo'nail' and Cunasee pergunnahs to_Hutghur and then into 
Bauglan, during the next two months. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) J. OlJTRAM, LIEUT. 

Commading·Bheel Corps. 

CAMP KOWLANAH } 

18t .1am~aIf"Y 18~6. 
p. S. ..., 

4<th Jallunry/1826. 

BefOloe 8espatching th{' above I am most. happy to be enabled to 
add that the arm' having arrived yesterday I have distributed 
them to the Bheels and accoutred them; and that the Bheels 
a ... e much delighted with and proud of the : European arms, 
etc. which. they were so extremely prejudiced against so 

short a period since ! 

It appears to have been at this time that some of the Bhi! 
. Corps were placed at Malegaon and attached to' regiments for 
being trained ~s buglers. In 'addition to the a!lthorized calls, the 
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Bhil Corps buglers' were taught to play a Regimental Call,. which 
has survived to this day, and is kno\\n as Outram's call. It is repro­
duced, being pt'obably an unique specimen of his work as musical 

comEoser. 

CIJlrtlm:r I"n//' . 

Another letter, written frOl~ Sakri on lst Marrh lR~6, furthC'r 
sets fort.h the progress of the corps. 

Q.J 

SIR, 
1 I do myself the honour t.o 1>uhmit my ·j.t,h "perial report 

upon the...~he('l Corps.' 
~ My last dated ht January cl\hibitcd a total of Dhecls ill the 

Corps of 134,80 of whom were attending drill; the number 
now in the corps is 24·9, 200 being al drill-attending very 
cheerfully and making as mueh progress as I ('ould \\ ish. I 
do not exact much"at pr('sent for f('ar of deterring others 
from enlisting, bllt all those with me are very wil1i~g Ito 
submit to as much and perform wh~tever drill I choose to 
demand. 

8.. The portion to ,whom I have giV~ll .l"usils are leaTning the 
musquct exercise, and Rre now very prond of Ult" arms to 
which they ~orf' SUdl an antipat.hy at firsl .. 

4 Although a "trong p~ejudi('t" ('xist('(l in the minds. of the 
Bheell> whom I brought from the north-l'Il.stward against­
the part of the country where I now am, they have Ilttended 
me without a 'murmur, accompanied by their wives and 
families i' and there have bt!en only five desertions during the 

.months of January and l'ebrUI11'y, :3 of which ",ere men just 
. enlil>ted who had not remained long enough in the corps to 

experience the advantage of their new 6ituation. 
The general' conduct of all is entirely to my satisfaction and 

such as to convince me I shall proceed most liuccebsfully and 
in the eourse- of a few months bring the Bheel Corp. into a 
'higher state of discipline than what was demanded or could 
ll&ve been hoped fQt. 
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J).urilig the. last two Dlonths I have been recruiting in the 
Districts of Loonair, Moolair and Bhamere, and I am now 
about to proceed to the neighbourhood of Kukurmoonda, 
where I hope to meet with as much success. 

CAMP SANKRY ~ 

ht M arch 18~~ S 
At Nandurbar the Corps was reviewed by Mr. Bax, acting 

Colle<;tor.o11 19th Mat·ch. Shortly afterwards, Outram repot"t9 that he 
was compelled by what he calls If all accident" to r:etur11 to Dharamp 

gaon via DhuIia, where he got ,medical treatment. The' accident' is 
not officially described by Outram, but. there is an anecdote related 
by Capt Stanley Scott, subsequently an officer of the Corps, which 
apparently refers to it. The story, from its first few words, is 
generally referred to the year 18:H. But it was admittedly written 
down from the lips of old nath'e officers, and exact accuracy cannot 
be expected from,.them. Apl'lil1826 was after all part of Outram's 
first year in Khandcsh from the Bhils' point of view. Moreover, his 
movements during April and May 1825 are weU known, and he had 
110 'accidents' then. It appears that Capt. Scott's anecdote heEe 
reproduced refers t9 no othel'l occasion than the present. 

The year Lieutenant Outram arrived in Candcisb (1825) the 
following story is related of him. It happened at Nandoorbar 
in the month of April ()r May that news having been brought 
in by his 5hikarry .. Cheema," that a royal tiger (panther f) 
had been seen. on the side of the hill under the Mussulman 
temple amongst some prickly pear shrubs, Lieutenant Outram 
and another sporbman proceeded to the spot. Outram 
went on foo,t and his companion on horseback !Searching 
throu~h the bushes. When close on the animal Outram's friend 
fired and missedt on which the tiger sprang forward roaring 
and .ei~ed Outram and they rolled down the side of the hill 
together. Being released from the claws of the furious beast 
lor. a. mom~nt., Outr~m with great presence of mi!ld,diew a 
pi~tol he had with' him and shot Hie tiger dea«L 'the Bheels 
on seeing that 'he had been injured, were one and aU loud in 
theiJ! grief and expressions of regret, when Outram quieted 
them with tile remark" what do I care for the cla.wing of a 
cat ~.:~' ,Thi,s spee~h is rife &mougst .the Bheeh. unto ·this day. 
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Outram him&elf referred to this • accident t in aome later notes 
in the following words :-

Often in critical moments when hunting on foot, has It tiger been 
turned from me by my faithful Bheels and on one occasion, 

'when a Pa.nther had got me down, they killed him with their 
swords, w.hen rolling with me, on the ground with my head 
in his mouth. 

The-' accident' did not prevent Outram from proceeding quickly 
to Dharangaon and providing quarters for the Corps, now 280 s"brong\ 
for the Rains. 'Meanwhile the corps marched without him. Unfortu, 
nately very inadequate arrangements had been 'Dade for their pay 
on the march, and the Subedar in charge had to borrow from local 
money lenders to feed his men. Doubtless hunger was responsible 
for the fearful outrage described in Outram's official letter of 23rd 
¥ay. It was a cl'ime which might cause a stir in little Pedlington 
if not successfully attributed to the cat. No little credit attaches 
to- the Bhils for their long and crimeless homeward march" during 
which the~e ware apparently the only complaints made against 
them. This is the letter :-

SIlt. 
1n answer to your letter dated 2Cth instant forwarding Urzees 

of complaint fl'om the Mamletdars of Nundurbar and Tal­
nair against Subedar Moun Lall of the Bhecl Corps. I 
have the honour to state. :- ' 
In consequence of the eamp followers and commissariat es· 
tablishment having receive~ no pay from Malligaum for 
two mouths the 'Subedar was obliged to advance .upwards or 
300 rupees for their sub&istence. viz ll! Lascars,' l!l Dooly 
Deal'ers, and 24 Bamboo Coolies at 5 l'upees each Ilnd the 
remainder to the Dringarrie &upplying tlle public carriage. 

This causi'tg a deficiency in the money advanced" for the 
,da.ily pa.y at the Bheels the Subedar was obliged to" borrow 
1non~y on his personal security fro~' ihe S~~ob, - whose 
complaints' are forwarded. He promised -io· "repay the 
principal on rcceiving pay at, Durrungauni and paid the 
interest in advance at the rate of 4% per mcnsem;" , , 

The pay, of the Corps having arrived at' D~rrUrig~um on 
'the 6th instant the Subedar despatcbed, the blaney' he had 
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borrowed immediately, under the (:harge of a' Naique of 
IJegulars, and the money must have been received very 
shortly after the parties forwarded their premature com­
plaints. 

I have also to state in answer to the complaint of l{istna that 
that person followed the corps on march and complained 
to the Subedar of the loss of the parrot, whereupon the 
Subedar immediately took~ the complainant to search every 
tent and mak; every enquiry' in the corps, but without being 
able to find any traces of the parrot or identify the thief. 

On fl6th May the strength of the corps was as under. 

Regulars. 
Lieutcnant Commanding 
Subedars 
Jamedars 
Havildars 
Naiks ... 
Privates 

. 
14a vildars 
Naiks 
Bhistis ... 
Privates .. 

Disciplined BMls . 
8 
9 
3 

fl28 

fl48 

1 
2 
fl 
:5 

.3 
... Ii 

3fl 
Sibandis. 

fl 
3 
1 
45 

51 
In all 333, officers and men. The following non-combatants 

~cre also employed. 
1 Native Doctor 
1 English wr;tel' 
1 Karkun 
fl Armourers 
1 Bellows boy 
1 Morhi 
5 Pay and drill orderlies 

By 1st .luly over 300 Bhils are reported, of whom 0\'1'1' 

250 .we're heiqg regularly drilled. The vast moral improvement 
10 
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which had 'taken place among them iR cmphasiz~d in the report 
below' 

SIR_ 
I do myself the honor to report the progress of the Eheel 

Corps dvring the months of l\Iay and June 1826. 
In my ~ last (dated 1st :May) I stated roy intention to dis­
continue recruiting for Ithe present; accordingly I have 
during the last two months only enlisted a few who had 
corne from a distance to seck service: The total number of 
Bheels now in the service is 308, of whom ~58 attend Drill. 

During :May and part of June the corps was chiefly employed 
in assisting in the erection of the -barracks, but I have now 
recommenced Drill on a more extended scale than J thought 
it pr~ent to begin whilst recruiting, as it might have 
deterred o'bllers from enlisting. The Bheele attend Drill 
steadily and with cheerfulness. 

The conduct of the whole con:t:Jnues most satisfactory and to 
improve every day, in proof of which I may mention 
there has not been a single complaint by villagers against 

~ the Bheeis during the whole of last month, and I believe 
there were none::;during the month of May, wherell8 there 
have been several against the camp followers of other 
classes. . Their intermil managem~nt is also becoming much 
easier. 

The abstinence of the nheels from spirituous liquors which 
they never touch but on particular holidays (on which 
occ~ons those wishing to partake first obtain the Suhe­
dar's permission and merely indulge to' the quantity he 
authorizes, which he does not alloW' to excess). is the 
greatest proof of the SUCCe&8 with which my endeavours 
to reform the Bheels have been attended, and the very quiet 
and obedient behaviour of such a large assembly of them 
at so early a stagfl of the measure ought to satisfy 
Government that the whole u~dertaking will be most 
satisfactorily completed and that I shall fulfil my promise 
to bring the corps into a state of great efficiency. The 
~orps will most, amply repay the liberality with which 
it has been SUp pOTted by Government, which has been an 
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additional spur to my zeal throughout and has convinced 
the Bheels of' our sincerity in wishing to. promote their 
permanent welfare. 

The corps has already been of some serVice, and {f there had 
been more 'opportunities of acting in the neighbourhood 
I doubt not they would have effected everything demanded 
of them as they did in the following instances:-

In the beginning of lUay SOIliC Bheels havjng plundered It 

tra~elIer near a village in which one of my Bheels hap' 
pened to be on leave, he immediately went after the thieves 
and succeeded in seizing one of them with part of the 
plunder on him. A naique who had long plundered 
in the Amalnair districi was caught by my Bheels and has 

. been sent to Dooliah; also two naiques who were accused of 
murder and whom Captain Ovans de&ired me to endeavour 
to apprehend were caught and sent to that officer in the 
course,of .') or 6 days. Several othe~ petty offenders'were 
also apprehended by the corps, and although there' have 
generally during the la~t ho months been one' or 'more 
prisoners in its charge and solely' under a Bheel guard 
and without the security of a guard room or fetters,. and 
although the prisoners had relations in the corps yet in no 
instance have they allowed one to escape. I believe thue 
is no offender at large withili many mile" of my Head­
quarters and no l'obbery now ever heard of within 30 miles, 
and I trust in the course of a short time the beneficial 
influence of the corps will extend over the whole province. 

Owing to the great scarcity of wood I have only yet been 
~ble to complete barracks for S companies, but these 
together with a few temporary huts are sufficient Ilt present. . \ 

The erection of permanent barracks has bad the good effect 
I antieipated·--the Bhecls now lo~k upon this as their 
permanent pll1ce I)f dwelling, all \\ho can afford it have 
purchased grinding stones and other domestic utensils, they 
have aSliembled all their women, childl'en, and helpless relations, 
and are .now excecdingly comfort;lble in every rebpect and 
fully sen&ible of the advantages of their present situation. 

. Durrungaum, ht Ju1!1.18~6. 
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On 11th July Mr. Bax, the Collector, wrote to Government 
recommending the appointment of an European Adjutant. He 
rightly observed that Lt. Outram was absolutely ltingle-handed, that. 
if he were disabled, thc condition of the newly formed corps would 
become most precarious. The appointment was at once sanctioned, 
l1ud the Jocl11lluthorities were asked to select a suitable officer. 

011 the l~th December, the corps waS inspected by Mr. Bax, 
who professed him!>elf very well t;atisfied. How proficicnt it had 
become in drill is evinced by the Review Report here reproduced. 
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Inspection Report of the Bheel Corp" of CaniJeish, Evening of December 11, 18!e6. 

Detllcbmf'nt of Regulars. Bheel Levy. Grand Total. 

Commissioned Non-commis-/ r Disciplined. I Sebundies. Officers. sione~~~·1 

,n 
J 

,,; .,; 
) 

i .,; I ,,; .. .. .;, .;, .;, .. .;, .;, .. .;, .;, .. '" ~. ! . <Of ' j .. 
0$ 0$ 

't:; " .. I .l:. ... .. "0 '" II .. .;, 
't: 

I 
'C 

~ s. I .. i ~ 
:;:l ~ 

I 
~ ~ .~ 0$ '3 1l :E E "'&l .~ '" :- C'! :- "2 

'" 'it I i 
.;: <II .; ;:: .... .. 

Z' 
.;;; .... t>o ~ = '" :: 

~ ~ 
., 

en ': ;::: z ~ Il. ;::: Z Il.' ;::: Il. ~ ~ 
! I 

Pre&ent under Arms .,. 2 2 4 3 1 10 10 12 198 220 I 4 2 39 45 22 265 

Skk. Prehent on Parade ... ... ... ... ... . .. 2 . .. 15 17 I . .. .. . .. '" ... 17 

... ! f 

On duty ... '" 
... ... .. 1 

'" 
4; .. ... . , . ... . .. . .. . .. 5 '" 

f A t and attending Drill on I ... ... 1 1 '" 2 .. ... 32 I 32 . .. _ . .. . 4 32 
Parade. I ., Absent with and without '" .. , 

I 
... ... . .. ... ... ... 7 7 '" ... ... .. . ... 

leave I 
i 

OnCommllnd . ,. '" ... ... . .. I .. ... 1 ... ... .. . ... .. . .. . 1 1 1 1 
I I Doing duty with 23rd 
I 

6 \ 
• ... .. .., ... ... 

J 

.. , '" 
., . ... ... ... .. . .. _. ." 

Rcgt. for instruction, I I 
I . -

I 2/ 2 , 5 I) 1 17 121 12 I 252
1 

276 1 4) 21 40 I' 46 ! 38
1 

321 
I I ( 

Performance. 
Manual and Platoon Exercise agreeably to the new system. Line break Ii into 12 divisions, which are taken out' 

and exercised independently by the Bheel Non-commissioned Officers unassisted by the Regulars, performing 
Drill~l\18nual and Platoon Exercises. 

(Signed). J. OUTRAU, LIEU~. 
Comg. Bh. Corp8. 



BALL PRACTICE REPORT 
OF 

THE BHEEL CORPS OF CANDESH. 

Evenmg of 1!!th December 18~6. 
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Ball Practice Jleport of the Bheel Corps of CandeilJh, 

Evening of 12th December, 18~6 . 

. 
The Corps divided into 6 D!\'isions as follows. 

Bheel Huvildars unci 
Rank and Fill'. 

1st I 2nd I ard 14th '1 6th 1 6th 
DivIsion. Division. Division. Division. Division. Division 

36 I 3~ 36 ,35 I 36 I 36 

Fired 3 Rounds- I 
f.! • r 1st Round lit 50 8 7. 5 3 6 12 
".l!l I paces. ]:a 2nd do. - 100 5 8 7 6 3 4 

""""' ,~ 0 2rd do. 120 1 2 3 5 7 3 

------------14 17 15 14 16 19 ----- - -----Possible. 10~ 105 108 105 108 108 ------------ ---
Misses. 94 88 93 91 92 89 ------------= -

I . ( / _. 
The corps has ouly fired 9 cal"tridgcs on an average per man 

since it Wltll mised, owing to the small supply of ball cartridges nt 
Head-quart,ers-the powder very bad. 

(Signed). J. OUTRAM. LIEUT. 

Comg. Bheel. Corp •. 
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Review Re'Eort of the Bheel Corps of Candeish. - -
Morning 0; HUh December 18fl6. 

Detachment of Rf'gulars. Bhed Levy. I Grand 
Total. . Commis. Non. I 

r sioned C~mmls, Disciplined. stOned 
Officers. Officers. 

.; ~ 
oj ~ I .; .. ,,; .; '" '" 

,;, ... 01 .. .. 
01 co 't:I 4> .. 4> 't:I 4> 4> 01 

'C := ~ 
... := .... 

"C ~ 0: ~ 01 ] :; :s ·s .S' bO > r:J' > . ; bO 
:= .. .. 0: :> .;:: 01 ·c 

~ " ell ~ ::r:: z ~ ~ = Z ~ CI:: 

I 

Present under nrm~- 2 2 4 a 1 10 10 )2 198 220 22 

--
Sick ... ... ••• . .. ... ... ... . .. .. . . .. 2 ... 15 l7' ... 

'On duty ... ... ... ... .. . ... 1 ... 4 '" . .. "'1 . .. 5 

At and attending Drill ... ... ... 1 1 ... 2 ... . .. 32 : 32 4 
0- I 

Absent with and without : .. ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 71 7 .,. 
Leave. I : 

On Command .. , ... ... '" .. . .. ... 1 ... ... ... i··· 1 
I I 

Doing duty with 23rd ... ... ... . .. 6 ... . .. ... ... I _. : 6 
R('gt. for instru~tion. , I I 

I 

I-
I ' ------ - -- -, :-r:-r;; -1--,-

Total .. 2" 2 5 5 252;276 i 58 

I . I I 

Performance. 

1. General Salute, march round in order of review. 
• quick and slow time.' 

,;, 
'ii ... 
..r:: 
!Xl 

220 

17 

, .. 
82 

7 

1 

. .. 
-
276 

2. Column advancing forms line to rear on rear division. 
• redouble time.' Fire by platoons from the right. 

~. Form line by echelon on right centre division, 'wheel 
to the right,' redouble time. 

4. Advance by grand divisions from the right, • quick' time.' 

5. Form grand division square~-squares {ire, .tanding and 
kneeling ranks alternat.ely. 
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6. Reform grand divisions, form wings by' 'ad~al~e ~c;r' the 
right and reh:eat of the left centre divisioll. 

7. Rig)lt wing extends to the left, • redouble time.' Left ~ing 
forms three divisions of' reserve. 

S. Right wing skirmishes to the front, advancing by alternate 
I'ank!.. '. 

9. Line of skit'mit!hers breaks into column of subrlivisionb, 
right in froJ;l'b, advances skirmishing to flank. 

10. Column &kirmishes to the front j front division relieved by 
tht; rear advancing through the intervals. 

11. Column forms extended line to the right-about on frout 
division. 

12. Line retires skirmishing by alternate ranks. 
13. Right wing relieved by resel'Ve division!> extending and 

advancing thl:ough the intervals. Right wing forms three reserve 
divi!lions. 

14!. Left witlg advances skirmishing. 
15. Skirmibhers bi'eak into open column, right in front, column 

advance!! skirmibhing to flank. 
16. Column forms extended line to rear 011 !'Cal' divisioll' j line 

bkirmi&hcs~ advancing by alternate ranks. 
17. Line closes j resen'e divisions come iuto line. 
18. Line break:. into open' column, right in front, and closing in 

front in redouble time forml> solid square. Square fires. 
19. Reform column ~nd open from the rear. 
~O. Column, excepting real' divisio~, wheels into echelon 

and forms.line on rear division. Fires by platoons from ·left to 

right. 
, 21. Line retires. 

22. Form hollow square OIl centre grand division, tht} left 
di"ision skirmishing in front. Skirmishers retreat to propare for 

cavalry j square fires. 
23. Reforl~ line; advance in quick and slow time. 
24. Fire a volley and port arms j advance j charge. 

General salute. 

. Signed). J. ·OU;rRAl\I,' Ln;UT •• 

. .. Comg. Bheel.CorplJ. 
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The following letter was now addressed to the Collector by 
Lieutenant Outram. It will be observed that he moves. with caution. 
He does not thump his chest, and exclaim that his corps is ready t.o 
go anywheJ.1e and do anything. But he does ask that it may be 
given some real WOl"k, on outpost duty and 110 forth, and that it 
may have the honour of furnishing escorts to the Collector and 
Captain Ovans, the Southern Bhil Agent. 

Slit. 
1 I have the honour to report that tlte Bhcel Corps mlly 'now be 

entrusted with the following dutics." and to c;>ffer its berviccs 
in the performallcc of such during the following year, at 
the end of which the corps may furnish outposts, but at 
present it would be imprudent to send the Bheds on thib 
duty as they might, if removed for a length of time to a 
distance ir-om Head-quarters before being morc accustomed 
to ob~dience and discipline, relapse into bad habits and 
relax ir), discipline. 

2 Parties of the Bheel sepoys accompanied by a Pl"Oportion of 
the Regulars of the corps may now be safely intrust.ed with 
the charge of treasure or prisoners and escorting it from the 
neighboudng"pergunnahs to Dooliah. These parties can be 
supplied at the requisition of the mamletdars, who have had 
your authority for demanding them. 

3 On. the occasion of robberies or offencell cOllllnitted in the 
neighbouring pergunnahs parties can be sent to preserve the 
peace and apprehend offenderb, in which dutiell I trulit 
they will prove very effectual i but when any partiCUlar 
duty of this nature is to be performed I would wish the 
party to act as far ail possible by instructions from Head­
quad.ers, for rendering them liable to interference or ill­
treatment from your 1nferior servantl!l at this early stage 
might have & bad effect on the corps. 

4 The corps is ready to act in a body or detachment against 
any assembly of outlaws, and I can answer for them as now 
quite sufficient. for the bUppl"ession of any body of Dheels or 
of any force which can ever be assembled in the province. 

5 The Bheel Corps would also. I trust;, prove an elf'ect.ual 
assistance in the extensive operations against more formid-
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able enemies should oppor~unity offer in Candeish or its 
lleighourhood and I hope it may be employed on the firbt 
occasion. as a liUle service is all that is now required to 
stamp its efficiency. . 

6 Your kind offer, as also Captain Ovans', to take a party of 
the Bheel corps on your personal escort. ill the Dibtrict 
I most gladly avail myself of, nothing could be more 
beneficial to the corps' than your thus placing tl'Usi and 
confidence ill the Bheels. This employment will also raise 
them in the eyes of other classes and it has excited a livd} 
feeling of pride and gratitude in the whole corps and indeed 
your kindness to the corps, the interest in their succesbful 
establishment you ha\'e shown from the commencement, your 
recent presence on their successive parades, the general 
pardon you have granted,' the promotion of Bheels to 
jemedarst added to the above display of your confidence, 
have had the best possible effed. 

"'{ I ·now purpose to increase the corps by recommencing 
recruiting which I had suspended during the last. 6 months 
for reasons 1 formerly btated; to thi~ end I intend, if I 
have your permibsioll, making the tour of those parts of 
the country ~ hich I could not visit last Yl!ar. As soon ab 
the arrival of Lieut. Beck will enable me to leave Head­
quarters, I shall endeavour to draw off recruit~ from all 
parts of the Satpoora Hills and. make myself perfej:tIy 
acquainted with all strongholds and places of refuge in 
that range, so that 011 the recurrence of any dibtqrbances 
similar to the late one, I may be able with the Bheel Corps 
immediately to suppress them. 

'l'he Collector; in endorsing Lieutenaut Outram'b l'ecolIlmenda­
tions. writes a;{ollows- to Government ;-

SIR, ----
1 l' have the honour 1.0 enclose for the information of the 

Hou'ble the 6overnor in Council copy of a letter with 
three enclosures. dated the 13th instant, from the Officer 
Commanding. the Bheel Corps reporting the duties which 
may now, ill his opinion, be confided to them. and which 
will accol'dingly be assigned to them as occasion may offer: 
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!! In forwarding this report I have great s8.tisf~ction in 
adding my testimony to the efficient and ordcrly state of 
the Bheel Corps and in congratulating the ·Hon'ble the 
Governor in Council on tIle' complete 8u('cess of a system 
which however diffi('ult in operation originalls and doubtful 
in result, has been achIeved by the inde:latigable exel'tioll 
and excellent management of Lieutenant Outram assisted 
by a few mel'itorious Native officers and scpoys of the 
Line, 

S As to the progress of the corps in Military Exercilfes d(.~ailed in 
the accompaniments to Lieut. Outram's letter, I 'have the 
authority af Captain Ovans, who waS al·so present at their 
paradcs,. for stating that in this rel>pect their performance/! 
were rcma!,~ably steady and accurate; but although. thill 
circumstance is no doubt a source. of much gl'atificatioll to 
Lieu.t. Outram, the Hon'hle the .. Governor in Council will 
probably derIve' greater satisfaction fl'om reflecting on the 
alterations which this submisbion to a mild system of military 
discipline is calculated to produce on the habib and feelings of 
the men of' the corps, and the advantage to which their refor­
mation may be progressively turned by creating an extelldcJ 
interest on the part of the Blleclll and their connexiolls 
in' supporting peace and good order throughout the 
Province. 

4 In explanation of' the ,general pardon to the Bheels enlil>ted 
in the corps advelted to in para. 6, of Lieut. Outram'li letter, 
I beg leave to inform the Hon'ble the Governor in Council 
that having reaSon to believe the minds ,of' som~ individuals 
were still not altogether at ease with regard to their Jiability 
to be questioned for former offences, I adopted the steps of' 
personally pledging my word to every membel' of the corps 
a&seJ:J;lbled on parade that all past offences weJ:e from that day 
forgiven and forgo'lton, and to impart to them the m08t 
perfect c,!nfidence in Ulis vel'Y essential point I placed in 
the hands of their Souhedar in their presence a Cowl, Il 

general pardon, annexing thereto the name of each Bheel in 
the corps and containing the usual condition that future 
oJFences would involve the forfeit of the prC1>ent Cowl. 
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-5 At the recommcndation of Lieut. Outram and in conformity 
to the Instructions Mmctioned at the fOl'matoon of the corps 
with regard to promotJng Bhecls when the corps became 
bufliciently advanced in discipline, three Bhecl!> were promoted 
by me to the rank of .Jemedar on which occasion I presented 
each of them with a suitable turban. On this subject I have 
the honolll' to enclose copy of a letter dated t.he 13th 
instant from the Officer Commandipg the corps and beg to 
recommend the suggestion therein conveyed that these 
Jemedars should be allowed rupees 15 per month with 
Rs. 5 as batta when ab~ent on duty and that they should 
receive a commission bearing the seal and signature of the 

• Local Magistrate. 
In January 1827 Lieutenant Beck arrived at Dharangaon and 

look charge as Adjutant. This enabled Outram to go on tour in 
the west of the province. He obtained many recruits, and his 
lett~;s shcw his appreciation of the help given him by local Bhil 
chiefs.' The tour 'was hindered for a very short time by a mutiny 
among the camp foUo~ers, who went off to _ Malegaon - with a 
petition of grievances. It is hardly necessary to say that Outram 
was eXCUlpated from all blame in the matter. 

Up to' this time the old Khandesh Local Battalion of irreg­
ulars had been dragging on a more or less useless existence. 
Doubtless owing to the increased efficiency of the Bhil Corps, an 
Ol"der in CoUft~1 of April '!.8f?1 directs its immediate disbandment, 
which was duly carried out. 

During the hot weather of 1827 Outram carried out some 
operations in the Satpurasagainst a gang of Bhils. His official 
reports are brief enough, but show how proud he is of his corps. 

SIR, 
I do myself the hol1or to submit a report of my proceedings 

against a gang of Bheels which has been some time assembled 
in the hills beyond Scerpoor ; and I t.rust the urgency 
of the case will exonerate me from blame for having 
undertaken operations without previously awaiting your 
uistructions. 

The original gang of seven, und~r Cundoo naique, Cor each 
. of whom large rewards have been offered by proclamation 
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fOl' their apprehenl;;ion, had b('en lately joined by Mah­
doo Sing and Govindllh naiques with about ~ followers, 
and also by a man who had been in .the Bheel corps (I 
suspect a man named I,ahanoo who hnd been a Havildar 
but was dismissed for bad conduct). Report said they 
had despatched emissaries to assemble aU the disaffected 
ill the province and I learnib that their numbers were 
daily increasing ; that having remained so long unmolested 
they. were becoming very bold and had attempted· to 
plunder the village of Boorwarry and threatened to 
renew the attack to resist which the PateU had assembled 
abowb 1e5 Bheels under }'uckir and Dhun Sing naiquell 
upon whom no cerlain dependence could be placed. These 

. particulars-I learned on my arrival at Toorkaira, and I 
intended requesting yaur orders how. to act, when on the 
morning of the 19th instant two coon bees came to Jl)e 

to complain that 6 carts and !e4' bullocks had b.cen ,.cized 
by the gang tile day before. Thi~ determined me to go 
against them immediately, trusting that a speedy check 
would deter others from joining the gang and that I should 
recover the stolen propE'rty. 

3 Accordingly I immediately marched my recruiting detach­
ment to Tekwairy, 6 4!OSS, and joined it myself in the 
evening, having selected a detail of one Havildar of 
Regulars, and 1 Jemedar, 1 l-Iavildar and ~!) Rank and 
l"ile, disciplined Bheels. I marched with it at sunset on 
Boo~wtl.rry, 10 coss. at which place I arrived before 
moonrise: I found the villagers in alarm, cxp~cting an 
attack, from the rebels. I immediately caused Callian 
Chowdl'ay and Dhun Sing and Oucbit naiques to assemble 
theh' followers to acco'!Jpany me to the haunt of the Bheelll, 
situated 4 coss further i.n the hil1!!. We reached their position 
,just at daybreak, but I was surprised and disappointed to 
find they had received information of our movements And 
had removed their wives and· families, remaining themselves 
t.o resist us. 'They attacked us very spiritedly and wounded 
my Bh~el Jemedar before we fired a shot. This together ,..ith 

. their terrific shouts Rnd the showers of arrows, stones, etc., 
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they. poured upon us from a commanding height at first 
startled my detachment but it speedily rallied and maintained 
the ski~mi&h very steadily. We drove the enemy from several 
of the heights but seeing that by 80 doing I merely fatigued 
my men to no purpose, I feigned a retreat which drew them 
down to a level with us, when my dc't.achmen1t charged very 
gallantly and speedily di.spersed. them. 'fhey, however, reas­
sembled, but having again charged them they dared no 
longer to oppose us and vee seized 20 of the bullocks that 
had been stolen two days before (we found the carcases 
of two of them which they had killed for food and the 
remaining two are missing) took the only matchlock in 
their possession and a quantity of their pl1operty. All of 
my men 'having been employed without intermission 15 
hours I did not attempt to foll?w the Bheels but. reposed 
my detachment at the nearest "ll'ater and returned to Boor­
warry in the evening. 

5 I sustained a loss in wounded of 1 Bheel Jemadar, severely 
by two arrows, ! Bheel sepoy!!, slightly by ar1'.W8, and 
several others bruised by stones, etc. I saw two of the 
enemy fall .who were carried off' by theii companions, 
apparently dead, and at least two others were evidently 
wounded. I did not allow my men to waste their cartridges, 
I\nd not above 150 rounds were fired altogether, otherwise 

. the loss of the enemy might have been more severa. 
6 At midnight I again returned to the hills with about 

20 Bheel sepoys and a Subedar (private of Regulars) to 
endeav<!ur to surpri&e the gang. It had dispersed, and after 
searching their haunts and scouring the - hills until mid-day 
yesterday. I returned to Borwarry, having oniy seen 5 
Bheels who fled at our approach. 

7 I am satisfied that the gang is now dispirited and broken, 
that this example '"wIll deter others from joining them, 
and that the rebellion which otherwise might have been 
very serious may now be entirely quashed by the exertions 
of the Mamletdar aided by a smaller detachment. . 

8 I have placed part, of my detachment at the disposal of 
th~ l\:lamletdal' apd desired him to make use of \ Ouchit. and 

12 
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o • 

Dhuu Sing'" folIow~r!\ to apprehend tIll' o/fender". telling 
him I "ould "rite to request your .approval of tI.liR al"l"angc­
ment, and to recommend that the 101l0werl; of the -naiqu~ 
cmployed on this duty may bc allowcd daily provisions. 

9 I trust thc conduct of the Rhed detachment may meet. ,tilb 
your approbation. This is the first opportunity my DheeJs 
have had of shedding their blood for their new ma&ters, 
t.hey freely risked it and fougllt boldly in «?Ul· cause though 
opposed to their own caste and probably relations. The 
steadiness with which they rallit>d, tll(~ boldness with wh!ch 
they charged, the prudence with which they reeerved thl.'i.o 

fire, thc very great fatigue they so cheerfully ~ndl.'rwent, and 
the rcadinl.'ss with \\ hieh all but thc woundcd rl>turned with 

. me to tholiills, elHil;1ee them to the fullest approbation of 
Government, especially considering they were unsupported by 
any Regularl!, and that_the whole detachment waS composed 
of mcrc boys, not 1I10rc tJlIlIIl four of them being abo'"e 
eighteen years of age, and that the enemy tJley had to 
deal with was by no meaDS contemptible, being almost 
exactly the same in point of numbers, weapons, Ilnd determi­
nation as tbnt which repulsed a d~chment of Regulars 
thr;ee the strength of . mine and aided by horsemen, only a 
few months ago. 

SIR, 
I do myself the honour to report furthcr proceedings against the 

Bheel Uebels since the despatch of my former letter dated 
21st iostant. 

Having on the nigbt. of the fl3rd instant received an expresa 
from the Mamlctdar from D,)rwarry, stating that. a gang 
of about 20 armed Dheels had entered the hills the day 
before under Zccpriah naique (one of the original offenders 
for whom rewards had been offered) who had been des­
patched by Cundoo naique about 15 days ago for the purpoic 
of eollltcting thcir auxiliaPies, and being apprehensive that 
this reinforeemcnt might induce the fugitives of the 
gang 1 had already dispersed. to reassemble. I immediately 
proceeded from Talnair to rejoin my detachment at. 
Borwarrl with the intention of acting against them. I 
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I1rriYed at that place, Ii distance of ~.j, miles. by daybreak, 
and fotind the spies returned with intelligencil that Zeepriah's 
gang on loarning the fate of their comrades, who they 
dared not. attempt to aid, had fled from the hills the evening 
before. I immediately proceeded with a few hor8cmen in 

chase of them. bul after followi.ng them by their tracks eleven 
miles in the direction of Kerroon, was obliged to return, they 
having then apparently separ~ted and dispersed, I presume 
\l itlt the intention of all returning quietI.Y to their homes, ex­

('epting Zeepriah and one 01' two of his companions, who hav~ 
jng already been concerned in several robberies cannot expect 
t1> remain unmolested. They 1lI0st probably will seek refuge 
in the neighbourhood of the Aunair River and must soon 
fall into the hands of Dhun Sing, the nnique of the Amba 
pergannah, to whom I have sent information of their flight. 

The original gang nnder l\Iahdoo Sing, Cundoo, and Go­
yindah naiques, which I dispersed on the 19th instant, 

is reduced to only 5 or 6 fighting men, and it is reporte8 
that Cundoo and Govindah naiques were killed in my 
attack. All who were not concerned in the first robberies 
appear to' have fled in )lOpe of remaining unnoticed; the 

remaining few who dare not return to the plains and 
~eek safety in constant flight are already pressed by OUchit, 
Dhun Sing, and Babria naiques with their followers, into 

whose hands they must soon fall. 
I confidently expect the complete settlement of' this part 

of the country will be effected by the Mamletdar III a 
\-ery few days, ~jded by my detachment, and no fmther 
force will be required. I l'eturned to Talnair ·this morning 
seeing no likel~hood of my presence being longer required, 
hut I am ready to afford the Mamletdar e"ery assistance 
ill my power and to retmtJ to the hills should anything 

occur to render it necessary. 
Should you send the detachment. of' Regulars which 1 recom­

mended being placed at the di~posal of the l\Iamleldar, 
I think it had best be btntioned nh Kerroon to overawe the 
Bhecls of Hie Amba pergannR.h and dctcr thcm from affording 

refuge-to the offende .. ",. 
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I!roclamations forbidding any person from affording protection,' 
food, etc., '1/;0 any of t.he refugees, offering rewards, etc., ,. 
throughout the Talnair and Chopra pergllnllahs would have 
a good effect. 

I think I may now assure you that t~is rebellion is entirely 
quelled as far ItS can be effected by force oC arms, /lnd 
the measures adopted by the lVIamlctdur must Soon pla{'e 
the ringleaders in our possession. The prompt and Cor­
tunateIy timed attaek of my detachment has certainly prevent­
ed the most formidable assemblage of Bhecls that has taken 
place for a length of time past, for Zecpriah, who fortullately 
arl'i"ed 'too late with his auxiliaries. was only one of mllny 

emissaries !the gang had despatched to coIled the di~a1fe('ted, 
all of w,hom ~ust have quieHy dispersed to their homes 
when they heard the result of the attack. 

The gangs were dispersed, and their leaders captured or killed. 
Outram makes many recommendations for rewards to local Bhils and 
lo men of hi,; corps for their good service. He never mentions his 
own name. But there is a &tory told by Capt. Scott, who got 
his information, as in the ca"e of. the Nandurbar panther, from old 
Bhil Corps QfHcers. lL is reported to relate to occurrences in 
November 18~6. Official records, ho\\ever, show no expedition to have 
taken place about that time. However, it is an ulllikdy time of 
year for gangs to be out, for aner the rains the jungle is hard 
to penetrate, and travellers are few. It is far more probable that the 
anecdote relates to the 182i expedition into the Satpuras. 

2 In 1826 a nheef naik named Govinda, having collected It band 
of lawless men, looted villages, robbed the high ways and 
gave a vast deal of trouble to the surrounding district.... lIe 
resided principally at Boradce, a village in the 'l'haillair 
Taluka. Outram sent II. caution to him to desist fl'om his pre­
datory habits, when the naik returned an Itnswer to the effect 

-" that as long as he had a handful of powder and ball 
so long would he hold out.'~ This was too much to bear 
quietly. Outram, therefore, in the month of Novemher, taking 
flOO of the nheel Corps with him left Dhurrumgaum and pro­
ceeded to the village of Boradee. where he encamped. On 

the following daJ' he made a .sudden de;cent (called a. 





THE LEVY BECOlllES A BATTALION • 98 

.. chappa") on Govinda's village, and such was the nature of 
the IlttaCk that ffie Bheels precipitately tIed.. _ Outram 
pursued, and knowing G~vinda by description, he was enabled 
to single him out and make a living capture of him, himself. 
He brOl.ght GO"inda tv Dhulia, where he was len a prisoner 
in the jail till he died. The band. 011 Ule capture of their 
naik, broke up and returned to their homes. 

On his return to Dharangaon for the Rains, Outram ('xperi­
cnc('d very severe trouble. The only mention of it is con mined in 
a brief letter here reproduced. The handwriting is as bold and firm 
as usual, indicating-that the writer had recovered his health. The 
letter itself is sufficiently pathetic, and it is easy to weave round it 
a story. At the beginning of the rains, water at Dharangaon is both 
scanty and foul, and cholera was often reported. It may well be that 
Lieutenant Beck caught this disease, and that his Commandant attend­
~d him, and was th('reby infected. This of course is no~ certain, but 
the theory accords well with Outram's character, and accounts for 
his connecting Lieutenant Beck's death with his own illness. 

SIR, 

I beg to recomniend Lieutenant Douglas O. Graham. of the 19th 
Uegiment N. I. !ath; ~ituation of Adjutant -to the Bheel 
Co~p~ va~ant by the death of Lieute~ant Beck. 

In forwarding my recommendation I request you will mention 
as the reason of its having been so long delayed the severe 
illness I have laboured under &illCe the death of Lieutenant 
Beck. 

Neither the losh of his Adjutant, nor his own ill health, prevented 
Outram from working hard at the men's drill. Preyious to splitting 
up the corps into the sel-eral detachments already suggested, it was 
determined that the whole battalion should be reviewed by the General 
COI\1lIlsnding at 1\lalegaon. The review took place on Kovember 2Q 
and 21. 1827. and the Inspection Return and Field State of -the 
co;p~ 'are here given. The .. Performance" attached to both is 
carefully written out by Outram himself, and may well interest any 
soldier .... ho cares to follow the details of the drill of that period. 
The General was unable to be present, but the corps was duly 
reviewed by his :Major of Brigade, whose report, here appended, h~ 
nothing but praise fot Outram ~nd his men. 



BHEEL COH.PS. 

Inlpection Return of the Bhee.l Corpl of Candeish. 
Durrungaum, 20th N o'llember, 18!!'i. 

~---.-----------------.-----------------------~----
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Jo'ormed ill eight divj<,ion~. 

~~,--l~--~7-~~--~~-L~--~~-r·~~~~~~~-7T-' 
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PERFORMAN Cg, 

GENERAL SALUTE! 

l\!ANUAL ANn PLATOON EXEflClS£. 

(Signed) J. OUTRAM. 
Lieut. Commandi-nf;. 

Comml&siollCd Officel's and Regulars being sent to the rear tile corps breaks into 16 Division,; which perform 
the manual and'platoon exercise and drill ind{'pcndentIv under nheel Xon-Commi .... ioned Officers, fuglemen. 
etc, unasltistcd by the Uegulars. • 



FIELD STATE OF' THE BHEEL CeRPS O~' KHANDESH. 
DultltuNGAUM, lelat November, 1827. 

Formed in eight Divisions. 
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GJlAND SAL"t'TE 

PERFOllMANCE (Signed) J. OUTR.A:\I, 

:March round in rever~ed order-quick and slow time.' 
#. 

Lieut. C011ldg. 
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No·1 Battalion l\fanceuvres. 
l' 

1 Open column-right in front. 

Advance-quick time. 

2 Form Line to Rear-on 8th Division. 

Firing-double march. 

S ~lose Column Rear of lst Division 

-March. 

---------~-------- -- ~-

4 Column wheel to the Right. 

-.!Warch. 

5 Deploy into Line on lst Division. 

-Double lItllrch. 

6 I,ine advance-Mareh. 

Left subdivisions to front-quick march. 

Light Infantry Movements. 

Left sections advance 
Double. 

to skirmish- (1) "Advnnce," "E ]I; ten d ,. 
" Fire." Extended line hId 1'­
mishes to front (advancing by 
alternate I·allk~.) 

Rear subdivisions form chain. (2) .. Form chain .. 
Chuin skirmish to the reai'. 

8 Subdivisions right wheel. (3) Chain dose subdh'islons. 

Rear subdivisions-press through the 
column-fire a volley-and form on thc -
left subdivisions. 

9 By double ftle~ to the ~ntre rear. 

Wing to the front. 

10 Column advances protected by 
era in front.f1anks and rear. 

., Halt." 

Skirmishers recalled. 

skirmish- (4l Front Rnd rear Companies­
Form Advance and rear guard 
and outward, sections extend on 
the flanks (5) the whole advance 
skirmishing round the advancing 
column. 

(6) Als~mbly. 
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No·1 Battalion Manreuvres. I Light Infantry Movements. 
~ 

11 I F.'m •• bdl.''''' ... ~re .. ,""re ..... 
divisions-Double March. 

Fire { Standing ranks by 8ubdivi&ions. 
Kneeling ranks by valley. 

lte-form column. 

0 
, 

12 Column cbange front by wheel and coun-
ter march of subdivisions round the 
centre. 

• 
13 Column advance covered by 8th Divi. 

7 "Advance "-Extend to Right, 
.. Fire" (to 8th Divisipn which 

sian. "dvances skirmishing to front 
,,' March." by alternate ranks.) , 

14 Form line to front on leading Divisions. 

" Double March." 

15 .. Halt." "Form four deep." (Skir- f' Alarm. " -Skirmishers, run 
mishers re·called.) through the line, which then reo 

forms . 
.. Form two deep." 

" Fire It volley." 

"Advance!' 

,. Charge." 

16 Open column. Left in Front Advllnce. 

Close to frout and form saNd square. 

" Double March." 

{ Firing standing ranks by files. 

Kneeling ranks by a volley. 

------- -----
17 Reform column. 

Take ground to the left 
whee1)-:-Quick March . 

(sections l'eft 

18 .. Right turn." 

.. Front form Divisions." 

13 
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No. Battalion Man<2uvres. I Light Infant.., MOYements. I , 

18 .. Open from the Front." ,. Halt." 

II Wheel into Line." 

19 Adnnce by Double Files from the centre. 
-- -- -- -- - -- --~-- -- ---

20 Form Double Column of subdivi~iona. 
~----- -- - --- ------

21 Advance by successive Divisiom. 

Street firing. 

22 'PaSs the obstacles in front by columns of 
sections and fl'QIlt form line on the cen-
tre subdivisions. 

Firing platoons from the centre. 

23 Advance by Grand Divisions from the 8. Advance, II Extend:' II Skir-
mish," "Fire," (to lst and 8th left covered by lst and 8th Divisions. Divisions). 

, 

24 .. Halt." 'Grand Divisions ou ),our cen- 9 ... SkirmisherlS-llections lett. 
tres. shoulders forward, front form, 

•• Right wheel." 
advance." . . 

.. Adnnce." 

25 • Halt." Form Grand Divisions square 10. "Retreat." (Skirmishers retire 
on right centre subdivisions. in "tended order to the inter-

vals between and Oil each lIaok 
• of the line of squares) • 

"Prepare for Caval17." 
"Lie dowll." 

Fire by squarell-from the right. 

26 "Squares advance by front faces." 11. Skinnisllcrs advance. '1 Fire." 

II Front square baIt." .. Reform Line." 

Rear squares fonn up into line on the 
Rlght Gralld Division. 

--
27 I' Open column right in front." 12. Sections lett shoulders lor-

ward ... Advance." (Extended 
"Advance." line breaks into open columns, 

skirmisbing to Jelt.) 

-
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--~---- - - ----
No.1 

I 
Battalion ManOOllvres. Light Infantry Movements. 

---

281 Halt ... Form four deep." 13. Extended cO}lImn performs 
corresponding movements and 

/" By successive Divisions pre .. s through presses throngh the int .. rv816. 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

the intervals-rear wing to Front." 

Column advances. 

14. To the right of the BattalIOn 
column sklrmishmg to right. 

, 
Halt. " l\'heel iii to Line.·' 15. Extended eolumn left shoul-

ders forward into line-ad-
II Line advanee." vances skirmiShing. 

"Halt." 16. Alarm. "Form rallying 
squares" (skirmishers rally 
round their officers on the 
ftanks.) 

the squares .. Line advances ., (passes between the Line having passed 
squares.) form divisions and foUow up 

into line. 
Fires a volley. " Quick march." 

-I Charge." 

Form hollow sqlllltes OIH'entre divisions. 

I- Fire by ComplUlie9." 
-_0-- , 

Reform nne to rear on centre divisions 
eountermarched . 

. 
Line advances lind retires-changing 

from slow to fJui('k and qlliek to slow 
time. 

------ --------
General Salute. 

(Signed) J. OUTRAM, 

Lieut. Commanding. 
Sm, 

I have the honour to communicate to you for the information of 
the Major-General Commanding the Division that on a re­
quisition from the Civil authorities in Candeish, and with 
~i8 sanction. I proceeded to Dhurrungaum -on the 16th ultimo 
for the purpose of inspecting and reviewing the Bheel Corps 
under the command of Lieutenant Outram, prepllratory 
to their taking a proportion 9f the outposts in the 
provifl~~. 
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'. 
! '1 have now the gratification to report the result of 

the observations I made on the- formation, interior 
arrangements, and the discipline .of this meritorious Re. 
giment. The whole reflects so much credit on the temper, 
judgment, and perseverance of Lieutl::nant Outram that l 
should fail in the duty imposed on me if I were to omit 
bringing his exemplary ,conduct and exertion!> to the notice 
of the Maj or-General. 

S I shall endeavour to do justice by detailing the exhibitions 
I witnessed on the three successive days the Regiment "as 

• 
under arms, and if I trespass long~r 011 your attention than is 
usually ob!>erved I hope I may have every indulgence for that 
irregularity. 

4 The Inspection took place on the evening of the 20th ultimo, 
and the Return I here enclose will shew the Major­
General the numerical strength of' the Hcgiment paraded for 
the occasion. There were about 50 ~mdiscipJined BhceJs on 
the I>trength. but who have been employed rather as auxiliaries 
and spies, their duty- rendering it, expedient that they should 
not be accoutred or distinguished by any badge so as to 
attract observation. 

5 The body of men composing the Regiment are generaUy of 
small stature, averaging .about 5 feet 21 inches in height., 
&pare in form and very ill looking in their .countenanc~, but 
they make up for these imperfectioDjl by a sagacity ~nd in~ 
telIig«mce probably' acquired by the exercise of a previous 
predatory life. Their activity was remarked on the day of 
the Review, when most of the movements were performed in 
double timeL and their appearance altogether would ~trongly 
support the character of hardihood and a capability of under~ 
going great exertions and fatigue under every p.rivation. 

6 TIle Regim~nt is composed of young men from 16 years old 
to 20 and there are not more than 3Q' men in ,the Uanks 
beyond the age of fl5 years. The basis and formation then hall 
the advantage of consisting of youths, who being drawn early 
from their vices have every expectation in time of forgetting 

. their .former bad habits and under the superintendence of 
SUC1~ an offieer as Lieutenant Outram, who has an jntjm~te 
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knowledge of their custo~s and manners, the COI'pS is likely 
to bccome most·efficient, :particularly for the delmltory mode 
of warfare they were originally raised and intended for. 

'j Tbe men are armed with Fuzees, the whole ill good condition, 
having been received, the majority.laLcly from storeb. The 
clothing and accoutrements have been fitted with care, the 
turbans are of blue dungaree made after the native pattern, 

,the whole dress. combined giving an appearance extremely 
suitable and becoming. 

8 No complaints of any kind were pI'eferred to me,and I have every 
reason to suppose a perfect contentment pprvaded all ranks. 

9 The Regiment after going through the manual and platoon 

cxerciscs in Line, which was very well performed" broke 
into open column of '16 Divisions commanded by native 
commissioned and non-commi~sioned Bheel officers, and exhi­
bited in a very interesting ?egrec the proficiency which had' 
been, acquired in their du'ty, by putting their se,:eral sub­
divisions through Ibhe manual and platoon and then perform­
ing many Ioections of the drill without any assistance or inter­
fercnce from tlle Regulars, who had previously retired to the 

rear of the Regiment. 
10 The Review took place on the morning of the ~lst; the Return 

No. !! was presented to me on the ground as a guide for the 
morn~ng performances. I should consider, myself extremely 
culpable if I '.Vere to pass over unnoticed the deserving and 
highly praiseworthy manner the Regiment conducted itself 

on this occasiol! and the comparatively high degree of disci­
pline it has attained under the excellent tuition of its 
Commanding Officer. 

11 Mter passing in Review Order in slow and quick time very 
creditably they commenced their manreuvres; it was by a 
careful and attentive observation of :3 hours that'l bad full 
and fair opportunity of judgi~g of the merits of the 
Regiment. I wa~ particularly struck with the self-p6SseSsion 
and confidence with which the native nheel commissioned ~ 
and non-commi:ssioned officers conducted their divisions, 
sub-divisions, and sections without any palpable mistakes, 
.n<i 1.1:11 which plainly :proved that they had beeJl wcl~ instruct-
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ed and were fully compet.l'nt for Rf'gimental duty in their 
different grl\d('~. 

I! I beg in a lIl0&t particular manner to conn~y to the Major­
General the good effect and the correct manner the 19, fO, !U, 
2~, 28, !U, aud !i!3, movements were conducted to prove the 
steadiness of the Regiment. These evolutions were performed 
designedly under erery obstacle, passing through a gate­
way from the parad; through the barrack yard, in the centre 
of 'Mhich was a large well with piled up stone which occupied 
the principal space in breadth. from thence over uneven 
ground and intervening old buildings, ~·ithout any mistakes 
and in 1>0 steady and military a manner ait to call for my 
unqualified approbation. The march in echelon of squlll'eli 
of Grand Diyisions over bad ground and to a di&tAnce of 
nearly 250 yards covered by their flank company was Ituch 
as ·would claim a fayourable comparison with the perform­
ance' of ma~y of the best native Regiment." of the Line. 

18 The morning of the 22nd 'Mas .del'oted to Ball I'ractice,l\ 
Return of which, filled up in the ground, I have the pleasure to 

enclo.-e. The t.hree colull)m represent the firing by single files 
at the re!opectable distance!> of 100, 150 and !OO paces. As 1I1e 
tribe of Bheels have the character of being good marksmen I 
propose at once to establish their claim to this dist!ncLion by 
refereQce to tl;Je latter distance. The mode of firing most in 
repute with t,he m('n w&& that of the .kneeling position, ~arti­
cularly with thos(' who had been accu&tomed to matchlocks. 
but their chief merit consi&ted in the confidence ,,-jth which 
they took aim and used their arms. The ammunition, I must 

beg to remark, was of the very .worst description. 
H In vi&iting the hospital I found it clean and under the care of 

a relopeetable Native lIedical As&i.tant, the stores of medicinf!r 

appeared to be adequate and in good condition. the average 
of sick nppears to be about 12, gi,ojng the climate and loca­
tion of the cantonmentli a fllv!lurable consideration.. Tbe 
barracks for the men are perfectly comfortable and conveni­
ent, vel'y ably laid and well executed. 

15 1 could dilate with much satisfaction on many other point:. 

('ounected with the Review IlJld Inspection, I have now Ute 
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honour to report, I cannot however withhold my regret that 
Lieutenant Outram has not -had the good fortune to exhibit 
his Regiment before the Major-General, whose grClJ.t expe­
rience where the di'lcipline of the A.rmy is concerned would 
have decided on, and justly appreciated his merits, so much 
beyond my humble opinion and report. 

16 It would be desirable, however, that I should briefly state the 
difficulties under which -this Regiment has bccn formed and 
collected together. Lieutenant Outram's Iaboriou& and 
.. trenUOUti exertiolls to recruit it, have been of no ordinary 
and delicate kind considering that upwards of two hundred 
have been entertained within the last 12 months and that; the 
class and description -of people, who compose it, are known to 

have been drawn from scenes of pccasional rebellion and 
living in an uncivilized state, subject only to a partial obedi­
ence to their nominal chiefs. Under all these disadvantages 
Lieutenant Outram has managed to draw them from their 
predatory haunts. induced them to enter the ranks a& soldiers 
with confidence and subj:Ct themselvcs to .a steady and salu­
tary discipline, while he has at tIlC SRme time with a fitmness 
combined with a kindliness of manner instilled iuto their minds 
an obe~el1cc and affection to the Government. 

17 I tihall conclude my report by requesting the Majoi'-General, 
if he approves of the manner I have commented on the Inspec­
tion and Review, to do me the favour of bringing Lieutenant 
Outram's meritoriou$ exertions and conduct to the notice of 
Government. 

'l'he method of recruiting, on personal recommendation. ew­
ployed by Outram, the success of Iris new detachments and the dim­
cultiei experienced owing to HiIfdu prejudices against Bhi1s, are 
exemplified in extracts from. letters from Capt. Ovans and Mr. Bas: • 
here given. 

~Y DEAII. OU'l'II.AH, 

CAMP BXUII.GAUM, 

80th MM'Ch 1827. 

I have written to Mr. Beck by the bearer, Abheeman Walad 
Sutwa Bheel of Kurunj Pcrgun~a Khaudala whom, after Il 
great deal of trouble, I have at last persuaded to enter into the 
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corps. He is a rer.t1ess and dangerous character, -who will 
not settle at the plough, and who must ~ot be left without II. 

bubsistence. But he will make 11.' famous gr~nadiel'"'-when 
you form your flank companies. Indeed, I think, you will 
find him turn out a good soldier, and in this Cl1&e, Ihave absured 
him of speedy promotion. He would have been a formid­
able character, if the Bheels 'had remained, in the hills. 
Graham knows him, and will tell you all about him. But 
he is now very" ghureeb'" and I must bespeak your favour 
for him. I have ventured to tell Mr. Bec~, that it will be 
necessary to enlist Abheemall immediately 011 hill arrival at 
Dhurrungaum, and give him pay, otherwise, he may be 
changing his mind, as he -is still rather wild. He has a re­
lation (oLrelatiom.) in the corps who will antower for his 
good behaviour. One of them is in my guard. Apropos of 
them I am llappy to &ay they are d~ing as well 11.8 you 
could wish; indeed I never had better men about me than 
they are. I employ them immediately about my' person j 
in fact, in every way that Regulars are required, and they 
are as steady and quiet as I could possibly desire. 

My DEAR OUTRAM, 

I do not think I have answered your acceptable l~tter of the 2nd 
ultimo. I hope Abheeman Bheel will turn out well, al}d if he 
does he will be really an acquisition to the corps, being a 
very good looking , fellow and clever withal. I was very 
happy to hear that you had been so successful against the 
tigers. The slaughter of that monbter near Eesurbaree was 
quite a triumph. I hope my friend Ilyon is now quite re­
covered of his wounds and that the Surkaree elephant' is im­
proving in such good company. After wandering about as 
usual my tents are now pilched here. The Mulkapur Bheels 
are again getting houbletoOllle and I have been' obliged to 
get home Horse and Foot here to keep the peace. I expect 
Mr. Ralph. the Nizam's Bheel Agent, 'in this quarter immedia­
tely, and be "ill probably settle some of them. J shall ask 
him to try and recruit for you. I have been unable, I am sorry 
to say, to get you any men here. i have given up my escort 
of Regulars and now depend entirely on my Bheel guard, who 
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march about famously. ,I cannot speak too highly of their 
conduct. Indeed, if you have 100 more of such men, I should 
be happy to allow them immediately to take all the PO&ts 
in this agency. LeI: me know if you could pi,ck out so many 
strong fellows, or perhaps we had better begin with 50. 
However, my opin~on is iitill unchanged, viz., that you should 
not detach the corps too soon. 

DEAR OUTRA~I • 

. I find here, as I have found in other vlaces. an objection on 
the part of the barbers to shave your Bheels. I have never 
yet llad occasion to compeZ the barbers, to shave them, but 
here they strenuously object on the score of caste. At 
Durrungaum you have a fixed barber. so that all is right 
there but as your men will be scattered we must do something 
on this score. 

Tell me what you ,conceive to be customary and whether the Bheels 
ough~ to shave themselves or have a special shaver. It has 
beel1 a fertUe source of complaint, but the Bhee1s have been 
shav~d hitherto. At one place these barbers refused to shave 
the Bheels but a timely fine soon produced the razor. 

Yours very truly. 
JOHN BAX. 

At this time Outram was still alone, for Lieutenant 'Graham, 

though his appointment was I!anctioned, had .not yet appeared in 
Khandesh. 

Government was now so pleased with the success of the Bhil 
Corps, that it resolved to make a further experiment on similar lines 
in Gujarat. Lieutenant Outram was asked to make suggestionh, 
based on his own experience. He accordingly addressed a mo~t 
interesting demi official letter to the ~ollector, which is well worth 
study. 

My DlOAR SIR, 

The official reports of ~y proceedings during the fir&t year and 
half of my employment in raising the Bheel Corps will fully 
show the manner I adopted t~ effect the conciliation and 
remove the fears of the Bheels. Should it be the intention 
of Government to raise a similar corps in Goozerat, perhaps 
copies' of these revorts might be of' some, though I fear not 

14 



106 THE 'KHAN DESK BHIL CORPS, 

much, use for I suspect the Bheel!l of different cou~trie8 are 
only similar in name. 

The follo\\~ing is a slight general sketcll of my proceedings from 
the commencement of the undertaking in Candeihh. April 
and May 18~5 I resided in the midst of Bheel Hutties en­
deayouring by various modes of eO,ncijiat.ion to at.tach two or 
three individuals to my person, in which having succeeded 
I through their means endeavoured to seduce otherll from 
their Naiquc& under pretence of employment as subedars. 
with It promille lhat after residing a sufficient time with me 
to obtain my confidence they should be sent to their villages 
there to rcmaiJl in that capacity. In the course of 4 or 5 
months I had assembled a considerabl~ number who were 
sensible~f the ease and comfort of their new situations 
compared to their former mode of life, being paid daily and 
emplqyed on trifling duties. 

Having brought them to a'sense of the advantage" of our ser­
vice and removed their suspicions I persuaded them of the 
udvantages of our musquet compared t<) the matchlock and 
introduced the former merely as a weapon for th,:ir own 
protection. I then separated the old from the young men 
and gave them to understand that Government could not be 
satisfied Lhat tlley intended to sen'e us faithfully unless they 
underwent slight discipline, excepting the old men who were 
to continue on their former Cooting on condition the others 
submitted to drill. thus causIng the older men who had most 
influence to be interested in persuading the younger to sub­
mit t!? my will. I t~en brought them to consent to the intro­
duction of a few Regulars fOl' their instruction. These men 
being selected by my own knowledge of their good charactct· • 

. high caste etc., soon obtained the confidence and respect of 
the Bheels, who were proud of being treated as equals and 
companions by men of a ca"te whic~ hitherto had spurned 
them. The influence obtained by the Regulars enabled me 
gradually through them to mould the corp" into its present 
form and I have found the Bheels sufficiently pliant in 
di.sposit.i.on to enabLe me to turn them to my wi~h in every 
respect, even to refraining from liquor, etc, 
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I consider that everything depends on the character of the Re­
gulars introduced and on their caste, for even Hheels look 

. with contempt on the inferior grade of Hindoos and only 
respect the highest. 

I shall be happy to alford any information that may afterwards 
be required in particular. 

8th, January ISleS. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. OUTRAM. 

Great as was the satisfaction of Government at the progress 
of tile COI'PS, there now becomes evident a desire to restrict it 

. both i.n number;; and efficiency. Orders were iSbued forbidding 
, any increase in the number of disciplined men. All recruits were 

to form part of the undisciplined ranks, and an endeavour was 
to be made to officer those ranks from among the Hhil chief­
tains. Equipage and stores were reduced, and economy was 
enjoined in every direction. The Collector and Outram pt'otested 
Dlost strongly. They argued that it was largely the sense of\ 
discipline, esprit de corps, and assimilation to the J'egular line, 
which had turned the Hhils from plunder and rapine to the pro­
tection of the country. They slated that an u~disciplined and 
half. lamed mob of HIllIs under their own chiefs would be more 
likely to rob than to protect the country, and would eventually 
revert to the status quo ante. But Government remained for the 
present obdurate, though the savings effected owing to replacing 
detachments of Regulars by Dlen of the Bhil Corps might well have 
been treated aY'- set off to the small extra expenditure, proposed. 

About this time a small measure was introduced to increase 
the authority of the Co~~~ndant. Hitherto he had had but little 
power of punishing offenders in the corps. He was now gazetted 
Assistal!t .Magistrate and Collector, and therefore r~ceived the neces­
sary autho~itY.-- ~flette; from the <:;oIlector to Gonrmnent throws 
a curious light on the methods of punishment consldered the most 
suitable at that period. 

SIR, 

1 I have the honour to hand up the accompanying copy of a 
letter from Lieutenant Outram c~mmanding the Hheel Corps, 
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dated the 23rd instant, and beg to recommend' the measure 
proposed therein. 

2 As Officer Commanding' the Corps some power to inflict punish­
ment for misdemeanour .. is absolutely necessary, and I know 
of no method more advantageous in every point of view tJlan 
trial by Punchait. The punishment, I should l'esp~tfully sug­
gest, should be limited to two dozen stripes or running the 
gauntlet, the latter to be carried into effect with the ends ot 

• turbans or slippers, and $0 days' imprisonment on conjee diet. 
S An abstract of the trials and sentences may be furnished to 

me monthly which can be embodied in the quarterly return 
forwarded in the Judicial Department or may be furnished 
separately. 

!tis not certain when, precisely. Lie'!!l1J,ant Graham arrived, but it 
was some time·iii"the latter part of 18l!8, for he pl:esidea at a court of 

. enquiry into tlle conduct of one'Dh-;;kul Sing, ~ubedllr. This officer 
was c~nvicted of grossly calumniating the Subedar-Major. When 
Outram forwarded the proceedings of the Court, he was informed 
that they were entirely irregular, that he should at once Conaru 
Dhokul Sing in custodJ' to l\Ialegaon, and that he would then be 
tried by court martial. This was done, and Dhokul Sing was given 
the opLion of returning to his regiment as Havildllf or resigning 
the service. He r~signed, but Outram was too chivalrous to allow bim 
to suffer this' extreme punishment. He offered to take bim back into 
the Bhi! Corps with tlie local rank of Subedar. and this was allowed. 
Incidentally, the Collector and Outram were mor.tified at the decision 
of Government that rank given in the Bhil Corps to men volunteering 
from the Line would be only considered as local rank. This was most 
discouraging to the men, who had left the comparative comfort of 
Regular regimental service to help train tbe Bhils. to endure the 
scoffs of their caste-fellows and to serve In remote and unbealtJlY 
outposts. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE BHIL CORPS ON DUTY. 

THE battalion has now been followed from its infancy, through 
its growth, to a period of vigo,rous youth. It has .been armed, 

uniformed, and drnIed, and has been declalfed fit to ,take its place 
among the regiments of the Line. Its constitution and status, from 
commandant to recruit, has been made clear. l"rom henceforth it must 
be regarded aT! the guardian of t.~e province. Gradually the regular 
military 0.utposts were withdrawn and replaced by the Bhil Corps, 
until there were no.toops in the provi,nce except at Malegaon and 
Asirgadh. Slowly the marauding Bhil gangs were destroyed, reduced, 
or made to surrender until none was left. The villages were repo­
pulated.the jungle reclaimed. The timid cultivators returned home 
and resumed thcir farms., A permanent peace spread over the 
province, and has la&ted with one great exception to this day. So 
complete is that 'peace that the inhabitants have forgotton the 
existence of armed men, and regard soldiers as evil spirits, from 
whose visits their country is fortunately fr~e. Only recently a 
regiment of Native Lancers marched through the province, and 
their mere presence so terrified the villagers, that they fled to the 
hills, men, women, children, and cattle, and there abode until the 
dreaded soldiers had pas&ed on. 

But all this was not the work of a day. That it. was accom­
plished at all is largely due to Ou~ram and his men. 

In January 18~9 bands of Bhils about 300 strong were plunder­
ing in the hills east of Ajanta and made descents on Malkapur in 
Berar. A detachment of 46 Bhil sepoys marched with ·Major Ovans, 
S. Bhil Agent, to Jamner. There appears to have been no fighting,the 
mere presence of the detachment being enough to keep the maraud-' 
ers out of Khandesh. Later in the year Outram was requebted to 
take as many of his men alt were available to Mulher. A gang of 



11 THE XHANDESH 1IBIt. CORPS. 

Kolis from the Nasik ghats wail expected to endeavour to break 
through Khande;,h and occupy the Satpuras. Regular troops were 
despatehed to oppos-e them, and Outram's knowledge of the country 

'was thought likely to be of use. ThJ'Kolis, however. did not dare to 
oppose the troops, and the gang melted away. In September 18!!9 
the important fortress of Sindva, commanding the north approach 
to Khandesh through the Satpura!o, wali occupied by the Bhil Corps, 
the regular garrison returning to Headquarters. 

In October, Oub-am went to Bombay on sIlOrt leave. and Lieuten­
ant Graham officiated as Commandant. He was forthwith required. 
to proceed to the N. E. Satpuras, to exterminate a gang of Nahal 
Bhils. n is unfortunately only too well known that the oCClI.bion for 
Outram's leave was the sudden deatll of his (July hrotJler. 

Outram retu!'!led to duty in January 1830, having been delayed 
ill Ahmedllagar on his way from Bombay by an accident. In the 
same spring he was required to proceed to t'.J.e west of the province 
and assist the troops in the quelling of a rising. MaUers were 80 

serious, that every available man was clLlled up, the delachmenb 
under l\Iaj or Ovans being reduced as- far as possible and' the men 
sent to the scene of operations. Unfortunately the record is wanting 
in details of the campaign, but a minute has been preserved in the 
Political Department "hich though written in abbreviated style, 
sufficiently expreses the magnitude and difficulty of the operations. 

It need only be ,remarked here that thc Daug country is so 
difficult, that its settlement by GO"crnment has only recently talell 
place. For almost 70 years it was left for the most part severely 
alone, ulllebs the chiefs' conduct became intolerable, when they were 
repressed by force. 

Acting Collector reports that the vill..Lge-of Nagjira Nawapoor 

18th May Purganah had been attacked by tlle Bheels of the 
1829. Dhl.lung. also the village of Chorwar in the Warsa 

Purganah-little or no loss sustained by the inbabitants of the 
former village but those of the latter completely plundered. 
a' horseman wounded at the latter. Ueported to have been 
perpetrated by the gangs of Budria. and Davi&ing Rajahs 
to the number of 150 or 200 men. ReportS ha"lng sent 
detachments of 40 Hor:.emen and 50 Regulars under a 
European officer for the protection of the country. 
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Acting Collector forwards translations of reports concerning 
21st Aug\l~t thc above and report.., that he has deputed the 

1829. Second A'*listant with the troops sent to Pimpul-
nere; fOl'wards copy of instructions to the Assistant. 

Acting Collector forwards copy of correspondence with the 
29th August Political Agent of Guickwar territories concerning 

1829. settlement of disputes between the Wur.sawas of 
Gunglhy and Sakbaree. 

Acting Collector forwards letLer enclosure from Mr. Steven, 2nd 

19tb September Assi.stant Collector, d~ted 15th instant, repo.rting 
1829. proceedings in consequence of instructions, copy of 

which was forwarded on 'the 21st August. Regrets that for 
security of our frontier extraordinary precautions mu!>t be 
adopted unt.il the season will admit of operations agai:nst the 
Dhaug chief&. Detail!> negociation with the chiefs, unsuccess­
ful, though pardon was offered if th~ plund~red property 
should be restored; to this he was induced by the conviction 
that coercive measures against the Bheel chiefs were too 
inconvenient at any season to warrant their being recom­
mended but on grounds of absolute necessity 1 considers the 
partial restoration of the plundel"(~d property inadequate 
atonement for the unprovoked outrages of the Dhaung 
Rajahs; and the tranquility of the country' bordering on 
the Dhaungs can never be I'ccured until those chiefs are 
humbled to submission by punishment. 

Davising, formerly reporLed was not the aggressor on the late 
occasion. His apprehension or that of any of his followers, 
should not be the object of ulterior opera,tions so much as 
~he capture of the Silput. Rajah, whose conduct has been in 
the highest degree reprehensible and whose notoriously vio­
lent and treaeheroU& disposition reriders It impossible that the 
tranquility of the country c~n be &ecured as lpng as he 
continues at large. No attentpt to enter the Dhaung can be 
made without eminent hazard to the health of the men, until 
the end 0' l\Iarch; but recommends the expediency of 
authorising at that period, recourse to military operations 
on a scale sufficient to ensure the subjection of the followers 
o~ . supporters of the Si1pu~ Uajah and capture of hili 
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person, recommends the repair of the Gurree of Warsll 
to be maintained by a Detachment for protection of that 
neighbourhood. In addition to the 50 Ulen of the Line 
which had been formerly sent had made a requisition for a 
company from MalIigaon to protect the frontiet" until the 
season for operations, etc. 

Acting Collector forwards copy of a letter 'from l\Iajor Ovans 
requiring the re-establishment of tpe Nizam's Military 

80t~8g~ober, Posts along the Adjunta Kange of hills essential 
to the tranquility of the country, which might be 

endangered by the failure of the crop", and the recent removal 
of the Civil Superintendent, and remarks a8 follow!'> : .. III the 
annual Police reports of all my predecesllors since the Rhed 
Corps and BheeI Agency have been er.tablished, the measnres and 
conduct of the officers at the heads of their establit;hmentll have 
been justly the th'eme of aumiration and panegyric. I ('onRidcr 
it necessary. however, to do more on the present o(',ca~oll 
than briefly advert to the subject; I\IJ the utility of 
their cstablishmenh has been fully proved and the ardent 
and benevolent exerti.ons of Major Ora))S and meritoriour. 
conduct of Lieutenant Outra.m, have been too frequently 
'brought to 'the notice of the Honourable the ,Governor 
in Council, to render an encomium from me requisite t.o 
establish the character of those officers. I may, however, 
be permitted to add that resulting from ~fajor OVlan'" 
vigilant superintendence the quarter under his immediate 
control is distinguished by its freedom from crime and that 
the conduct of the men and officers of the Bhee) Corps 
during the past year has. in all respects, tended to confirm the 
high character given of them by Mr. Giberne in his last 
year's report.·' 

The Acting Collector forwards copy of letter from Major Ovans 
and enclosUl'e-concurti in that officer's opinion of 

9th l~30~lry, the ill consequent likely to accrue from the aboli-
tion of the office of Bheel ,Agent in the Nizam's 

,country, and hopes Government will be induced to pre.~s on 
the ,con&idel'ation of the Resident of,Hyderabnd, th~ expedi­
~ncy of restoring that offiCI:. ' 
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Aeting Collector forwards translation of letter from the Dai~h­

muk of Soorunganah reporting capture and death 
28th F .. hru- f S k' . f h Dh f h "'y. 1830_ 0 ~ U 18 na1l}ue 0 t e aung. or w ose appre-

hension a reward had been offered of 1000 Rupct',,~ 
recommeuds the officer commanding Bheel corps to proceed 
with all the available men of his corps and auxiliary Horse 
to the frontier to communicate with Duttoo Chimnajee and 
concert the measures to be adopi;ed for proceeding against 
the SrIput Rajah. The means to be placed at the disposal of 
Lieutenant Outram for the capture of Silput Rajah cannot 
be ar.certained till I,ieutell~ntJ Outram is 011 the spot, where 
information of the Rajah'~ situation and power can be 
obtained; Earl! measures to be adopted. 

Acting Collector transmits copy of his instructions to the 
25th lIarch, officer commanding Bheel corp!! relathe to opera-

1830. tions again .. t the .Silput Rajah. 

The Collector (Mr. Boyd), forwards copies' of despatches from 
6th May, Lieutenant Outram, commanding Detachment in the 

1830. Dhaung, i;Uggests, that means may be resorted to, 
to induce tJle Baroda Durbar to caURe their officers in that 
neighbourhood to withho.ld their ItIosistance, etc., from II. 

proclaimed enemy of the British Government; the operationi; 
in the Dhaung much impeded by the vexatious aud culpable 
assistance offered to the Silput Rajah by the Guikwar's 
Tannahs, etc. The Rainy and unhealthy sealoon commencing 
must soon oblige our troops to vacate the Dhaung, when the 
SiJput Rajah encouraged by the countena.nce of the Guikwar's 
officers will be induc~d to venture on future campaigns. 

In case' of Lieutenant Outram not succeeding in capturing 
the Silput Rajah, there is nece!oSity to provide for the 
tranquillity of the country, proposes meeting Lieutenant Out.­
ram on his return, and requires authority to adopt at once 
such measures as he may find necessary 1;0 secure the 
eo-operation of liuch chiefs, ali that officer has conciliated, for 
the prescrution of the peace of the country; unfortunate 
that the nem Rajah has been found equally culpable with his 
nephew the Silput Rajah, as it was the Collector's intention 
to ,have recommended his succession on giving sati~faction 

16 
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n~ to his good intentions for the future. As all the family 
of the Silput Uajah arc equally culpable, sees no obstacle to 
nominate a person unconnected with it for managing the 
country. 

The Silput Rajah's consequence and authority described all 
destroyed tor ever. His fastnesses hitherto considered im· 
pregnable have been penetrated, etc., His uncle and relations 
prisoners. himself hunted from haunt to haunt, almosb hopeless 
of escape. Many of his b~other chiefs have been induced 
to desert him and join our cause thro' the well managed 
measures of Lieutenant 'Outram to whom every credit is 
due, etc., etc. 
Enclosure proving treachery of the Guikwar's Agents. 

Collector forwards copies of De&patchell from Lieutenant Out· 
14th M~y. ram ~hewing that altho' tile Silput Rajal. hilS 

forwardmg • d"d 11 I d d i.} h d copies of m lVl ua y e u e us, ye~ t Ie ot er an greater 
g~~'t,i~~t ltdvantages of. destroying the confidence of those 
Outram, lawless chiefs a~d apprehending the greater number 

of those who joined th'e Silput Rajah or inducing thcm to 
act against him have been gained. No doubt the Khem 
Rajah, a prisonel', uncle of the Silput Rajah. has been IlS 

culpable as his nryhew. 
These points gained, docs not consider the Silput Rajah, even 

if not sei~ed in this ~ampaign likely himself o~ to influel1ce 
others to attempt furtJler delinquencies, underbtands that 
he has takeJl refuge with a 1\Iowass Chief of Raj peepla i 
under these circumstances has directed the withdrawing of 
the troops under Lieutenant Outram, which could not be 
delayed on account of tlle incessant rain they have been 
exposed to, considerable sickness had already commenced. 

,The Collector forwards despatches from Lieutenant Outrllm, 
24th Mlly, regretS to sllY that he was attacked by fever, whcn 

1830. on the \I'ay to meet tllC Dhaung Chiefs with Lieut-
enant Outram, and obliged to proceed to- Dhoolia. . 

"The Silput Rajah's apprehenEoion is a most fO,rtunate conc1u-
Vide Mr. sion to the Expedition in the Dhaung and it ill to 

Boyd'sll"tter., b • I • 
dated 24th e ~nbre y atttib!lted to the persevering exertIons 
May 1830. mnde to the very last by Lieutenant Outram to 
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whom too much credit cannot be paid for tlic, manncr in 
which 'he has conducted the bu&iness throughout." 

l~orwards despatch from Lieutenant Outram and documents 

2<1tb June, 
1830 for­
warding de.­
patches from 
Lieut,Ontrum, 

connected, etc. Much useful information and 
judicious remarks arc contained ill thi" de&patch 
dated !tnd Instant. l;;very arrangement effected by 

,that officllr has been conducted in the most able 
manner. Recommends measure& for the di&posal of the 
prisoner:;-Silput and Khem Rajahs should be made 
a bcverc pxample to protect the country from the Silput 
Uajah'& revenge (as he is notorious for a vindictive blood­
thirsty disposition) 011 those who have assisted us; the 
Khem Rajah equally obnoxious to punishment,letters of' 
the chief'!> and other reasons, sufficiently prove the danger of 
l"clcasing either. States that they must be conbidered State 
pl'isoners, proposes confining them ill the Asseer, N ugger 
aud '1'annah :Forts. for at least several years, or till they are 
able to beeure tlle unanimous security and consent of the 
other chief's. Proposes nlode of settling the Silput Rajah'l! 
Territory and of placing the Dhaung chiefs directly 
under the ordeu and superintendence of the Honourable 
Company':; Government. They should be disconnected from 
the Guikwar's for reasons ~hown. Proposes, that the affairs 
of' the Dhaung with all the Bheel and Mawass Chiefs, subject 
to our rule along tlle range of Ghauts and confines of 
Uujpeeplah. from Kowra., to the Nerbudda, comprising 
terriLories of above ~o chiefs, extending upwards of 70 miles, 
be committed to the cha!ge of an intelligent officer as Bheel 
Agent • 

.. Lieutenant Outram arranged before leaving the Dhaung for 
Vide lIlr. the management of Silput Rajah's tract of (;ountry. 

Boyd's letters, Tile fanu'Iy Karbaree or manager has been for this 
dated 9th J nile 
1830 forwIlr. purposc nominally associated with the Silput and 
ding Desp.tt· 
ches from the Khclll Raj ahs' sons, who arc however very 
LIeu ten ant 
OutrJlIlI, young. They have promi6Cd to conduct them-

selves properly (and indeed, tIley are lIot in a situation to 

do otherwise} and the other chiefs bave engaged not to 

nlOIcbt tbem. 
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" I lihould not be doing jur.tice to the merits of a most valuable 
officer did I omit pointing out to the Honourable the Governor 
in Council the most useful and zealous exertions of Lieut­
enant D. C. Graham, adjutant of the Bheel Corp". This 
officer in additfon to the harassing forced marches, some­
times exceeding 70 miles; (which he was in his military 
capacity obliged to perform) was sedulously engaged in 
executing a map of the .eI1tire trac~ called the Dhaung, 
wllich be has completed in a mo&t malStedy manner. Lieut­
enant Graham in addition to a thorough knowledge of survey­
ing, which be acquired in Europe, under a scientific officer, 
combines a knowledge of the natives and the language, which 
with his sUp'erior talents render him peculiarly adapted /01' 

ilie successful discharge ot any duty he may be entrUl,kd 
with. 

I have preliicnted the naique and 6 Dheel sepoys alluded to in 
Para,. 15 of Lieutenant Outram's letter & turban each, in token 
of the approbation of Government for their gallantr:v in 
entering a tannah containing three times the number o'f 
their own well armed men and making t.he whole prisoners." 

111 June 1830 Lt. rrhomas Frazer" of Ule European Regi­
mcnt, at prcsent doing duty with the 18th Regiment. at Asirgauh," 
WRb gazetted to officiate as Adjutant of tile llhil Corps during the 
abbence of Lt. Graham on sick certificate. 

About this time a school was establisbed for the Dhil Corps. 
It attracted some attention at the time, hut was not It 'permaul'nt 
liUccess. Even. to this day a literate Dhil is regarded as a kind 
of freak. 

In 1831 the Tadv.i or l\fussulman Dhils of the N. E. of thc 
l~l'ovince, aided by a number of Pardhis, began to attack the towns 
below the l1iI1s in force. Outram soon beard of this" and in jI. 

dcmi-official letter begged the Co1ledor to allow him to attack them 
at once in 'their strongholds. The Collector ,howev;r said that he 
would not consent, for the Rains were beginning, and troops could 
not live in the' hills. He advised Outram to proceed to Ule villagcs 
and towns ',hich had been looted, and to endeavour to catch the 
~fFel1ders ill the plains, or at any rate to "land fallt until the season 
became more favourable. Outram toured with 11 detachment of '25 
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mcn from his corps, and the J'C6ult is succinctly described by the 
Collector as fol1ows:-

II During the hob Season of this year most alarming atrocitie" 
were eommitted by the Bbeels and Pardies in the 

April, May, and 
June 1831. north-eastern dilltricts. In July I deputed the 

Bheel ~gent (Lieutenant Outram) to exert his 
endeavours to suppress the gangs, etc. 

U Lieutenant Outram proceeded with a small detachmen~ of the 
Bheel Corps (!5) and with their sole assistance, together 
'with the few district Police and Horse, in the course of one 
month ascertained, apprehended, and guarded those ooneerned 
to the number of 469' men, generally desperate character!>, 
Turvee Bheels and Pardees, selected 158 of the mOl>t guilty 
for punis~ment, committed them for trial for 30 gang robbe­
ries, with !ouch full and clear evidence that aU but eight "ere 
convicted and sentenced. 

J?urthcr report runs as follows := 

.. I bave the bon our to band up for the information of the Hight 
Honoul'able the Governor in Council, a report from Lieute­
nant Outram, Bhil Agent and Allsistant Magistrate, 

" I found, from the unusual number of gang robberieb "hich 
wcra occurring in the north-eastern districts of the province, 
that the district Police was unable :to suppress tlle evil or 
even to discover, with any degree of certainty, who the 
offenders were, and, as the impunity with which several very 
daring attacks on large towns were attended, was certain to 
excite furthel' Il.ttempts, I judged it requisite to depute the 
Bheel Agent to the duty, whose welI-known activity and 
intimate acquaintance with all the tribes on the hilIs rendered 
his services on the spot of peculiar efficiency . 

.• Lieutenant Outram's report details "sufficiently the very complete 
and satisfactory succ{'ss of his measures, which were taken 
with' great judgement, and have been executed witb singular 
promptitude and decision. 

" The fortunate termination of this rising, the progress of which, 
I confe~s, I watched with some anxiety, will, I trust. prove the 
last symptoms of an inclination on the part of our Bbecls to 
b~ak out, but they were not the lirst to commence. 'the depre" 
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dation!! and when foreign banditti were enteriug our boundaries 
and l'obbing with impunity it is .perhaps too much to expect 
these Bheels to remain honest, and I had no means to prevent 
effectually the if1'uptioll~ of forcigners for reasons stated 

• in my letters under dale 112th l\Iarch and 221ld April last • 
.. If the numerous gang!> now apprehended and dispersed, had 

succeeded in lmming Lieutenant Outram's exertions, they 
would no doubt have collected in the ~I.lthpuras and. have 
been certainly joined by more dibconteniled pcrlionli from the 
Dhaung, Nemaur, ctc., than evcn with con:.iderllble military 
Ilsbistance in such a strong country we "ould have found it 
ea~y to subdue. 

" I perfectly coincide with Lieutenant Outl'am ill the necessity of 
punishing..the Naikl! who have tlO long been paid by the 
British Government on ("ondition of performing certain ber­
vice and keeping a fixed number of followers. I "hall, there­
fore. with the sanction of Government, remove all those who 
hllve failed in their duty and select othen from the same 
families to fill the &ituationl>. 

" I beg to be favoured with the sanction of Government for w&tri­
buting the rewards recommended by Lieutenant Outram, 
which appear to me to be particularly well mel'ited, Ilud 
likely to do mudl good, also for withdrawing the offer of 
reward for the apprehension of Lallia Ndik and some Nehlll 
Bheels as recommendeg in para.. 1~. 

" 'I'he conclusion of this service without expem.e or ribk of any 
kind, would, if it were requibite, at this period, prove the 
necessity of a personal superintendence by a European Officer 
being exercised ov~r these tribes, Ilud I am convinced that 
it is entirely owing to the Bheel Agent's very accur@.te know­
ledge of the country and the characte.r of the claUti with 
whom he has had to deal throughout that the north and 
eastern frontiers are 110t now suffering from a general and 
organized gang," 

.. The command of the Bheel corps being attached to ~ieutenanl 
Outram's I>itul.ltioll of the Bhccl Agent for the north-ea&tern 
fl'on~icr dibtricts, givelf him gl'eat wcigh~ personally with all 
the Bheel clan!!, from all of which he half taken special care 
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to enlist me~bers into this corps, so that his inlluimre with 
the chiefs throughout Candeish is daily increasing, anrl a 
Bhe!!l offending, being a native of Candeish is, I may sdy (if 
he remains in the provi~ce) certain of being seized." 

The year 1882 was not marked by any important rising. There 
is much correspondence during the year concerning an unfortunate 
quarrel between some of the Bhil Corps at Dhulia and some men of 
the' 18th Regiment. The quarrel was made to appear more serious 
by the subsequent panic which took place in the bazar. Apparently 
the soldiers carried their disputes into the marke~ and the merchant.<; 
seeing them fighting closed their shops. Everyone lied in fright, 
but it appears that little damage was done. 1\Iatters, however, looked 
110 serious that Outram was advised of the occurrence. He rode in 
at once the whole 40 miles from Dharang!,-on, held a summary enquiry 
and punished such of' his men &s were at fault on the spot; 
moreover, he drew up his detachment in the presence of the Regulars 
and their officers, and gave them a severe lecture on their propel' 
behaviour. This done, he returned to Dharangaoll. The Dlmlia 
officers, however, were not content. They held a protracted enquiry, 
which produced much hard swearing, magnified an insignificant 
lIC}uabble beyond it.~ merits; and unjustifiably held up the Bhil Corps 
to reproacp. Outram then defended his men as a tigress might: her 
cubs, for he never countenanced injustice or unfairness. As It 

mllUer of fact, there was little or rio result. the affair being treaterl 
at headquarters, very justly, as a mere trifle. 

In the spring of 1833 a serious outbreak began in the Satpuras 
bordering on . the Badva'ni State. Outram describes the state of 
affairs in a dcmi-officialleUer as follows:- . 

:\[y DEAR BOYD, 

We find the whole of this Talooka in the greatest alarm in 
consequence of the escapes of these Burwany gangs. whose 
example has bee1\ followed by some of the Hill Bheels, 
belonging to us, two gangs of whom are out. I have sent 
to get information concerning the la~terJ whom I m~st endeav­
our, immediately, to disperse; otherwi&e numbers of the Bheels 
of the flains will rise. No additional excesses have been 
perpetrated since I wrohe two days ago, buh tlle country is in 

I such alarm that t.he villages will all be deserted if I do not 
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effect something against the plunderers beCore I leave. They 
have been kept together ~erely in this expect.ation. If, there­
fore, you cannot sancti!?1l the assembly of the necessary 
detachment so late in the s_ealion to enable me to proceed 
Itgainst the, Burwltny Bheels I will content myself with 
making It tour against the gangs whieh are in the hills in this 
immediate neighbourhood. for which purpose I shall assemble 
the Shadah detachment of the Bheel Corps (24 men) and to 
horsemen. 

My plan is to join Goorkie Naique of Toruli Mahal nnd 
Dewajie Naique of Chickly who will muster 150 Dheels in the 
hills, where I will meet them in secret and go with them to cut 
off the gang from Hutnia's haunts, whilst on the same night 
the detachment of the Bhee] Corps and Horse will march into 
the hills againr.t them. They (the enemy) will gladly entj~e 
our detachmc;nt as far as they can (expecting to deal wit.h them 
as they did with Watkins,) tilJ they find themselves suddenly 
attacked from the rear by my party of allies; when I hope ,,'e 
shall do them some' damage, and at ali events this will Illlve 
the effect of dispersing them and prevent.ing the Plarn Dhc<>ls 
from r{sing. Your plan of offering a. reward for lIutnill 
ought, at any rate, I think, to be immediately carried into 
effect. Also for Patnia his brother (Burwany Naiques) thi~ 

Fillouid be of a large amonnt; also for Selia and Essnill 
Naiques who are at the head of gangs of Ol1r Bheels (by Ollr 

BheeIs I mean those <of the portion of the Satpoorah~ belong-• jng to Candeish). Essnia is a notoriously turbulent character 
. who bas taken advantage of every opportunity to raise the 
Dheels during the last 15 years. he was Subanniah's Carbarry 
at the time of the fight. There is another principal Naique 
of Burwany, whose name I forget, but the persons to, be 
immediately proscribed, reward" for whom of' as' large an 
amount as you possibly can propose ,to Government to he 
immediately proclaimed, are Hutnia and Essnia, perhaps rather 
more for the former than for the ]atter; the lat.e murders 
can be proved against both. 

My carkoon has not come up yet, flO I can't give you the namE-S 
of their places, but if you would send me the proclamations 
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I can 611 them up j it would be It great point to do it at once. 
Can you not anticipate the sanction of Government? They will 
soon be betrayed and their seizure effected, that of the others 
who are most to blame will soon follow, whilSt all will dis­
perse and Government will be saved the expense of rather 
extensive military operations, which o'therwu.e will be abso­
lutely indispensable after the Rains. Should you send the 
detachments I wrote for I may probably effect a good deal 
before the Rains, but this of course is uncertain and I fear 
the enemy will fly across the Nerbuddah. At any rate J. 
should do more than I can with only 24 Bheels. 

1 have received good information that Hutnia had an interview 
with the Burwany.Rajah a few days ago and the understand­
ing between them is too fully shown by other circumstances 
which I sllall afterwards bring to notice. So I think his 
rights in Candeish should be discontinued for the present. I 
suspect that matters will come out which oblige us to proceed 
against the Rajah himself. . 

If I do not succeed in surprizing Essnia's gang (which is the 
one I intend proceeding against) I propose arresfling two or 
three naiques' of the plains who are in close communication 
with him and who are only awaiting our departure to rise, 
and 1 shall take what other steps I can to becure tranquillity 
till after the Rains, but I must draw the Sindwah detachment 
here where a whole pergannah suffers whilst there only . tra­
v~Ilers do. for I cannot guard b<?th, and this is a healthier 
Rtation than Sindwah for them. 

I suspecl. I shall be detained here a long time. M'ay I hold out 
the prospect of rewards for Hutnia and Essnia ? 

20th .April 1833. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) J. OUTRAM. 

fI~ d~ly proceeded against the enemy, and again reports thUb, 
SIR, 
I have the satisfaction to repolt that one of the principal ~bjecb; 

of my expedition has already been effected by the capture of 
Easnia Naique, who was betrayed into our hands by on'e of 

16. 
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his gang on the sole condition of Ilis (the betrayer's) own 
pardon. 

This Essnia was the key to Candeish and of the Burwanee Bheels 
and his seizure will doubtless cause the dispersion of his 
gang which was composed of some determined ch.aracters who 
must fall i.nto my hands when required, and the tranquillity 
of our north-western districts is thus in a great measurc 
&ecured even should my operations against the Burwanee 
gangs be less successful than I expect. 

I did not find it necessary to offer .the reward of 500 Rupees 
which you had authorized for the capture of this Naique, 
but I would recommend a gratuity of 50 Rupees to Luxumlln 
Naique of Urty through whom it has been effected. 

I have Lhis Imti'ning been joined by a. detacltment of 50 men of 
the 18th Regiment N. I. under Lieutenant Partridge and !5 
Auxiliary Horse. To-morrow I propose proceeding to a 
spot called Moongwarra, where I have appointed a rc.>ndezvous 
with the Burwanee Rajah, to escort whom I have directed 11 

detachment of 50 men of the Bheel Corps and ,80 Horsemen 
to proceed from Sindwah to Bu,rwanee. 

The MaIIigallm Detachment under Ensign Renny, Regiment 
N. I.; has, been directed to join us at Moongwarra via 

. Sooltanpoor. 
Shortly aftel·wards. the capture of the rebel leader Hatnya 

N aik, is reported to the O. C. Malegaon. 

To 

SIR, • 

THE MAJOR OF BRIGADE, 
l\hLLEGAoN. 

I hav~ the honour to report (or the infor~lltion of Colonel Kin­
nersley, commanding in Khandesh. that Hutnia N9:ique was 
captured by my detachment yesterday •. 

The detachment having marched 24 miles during the night we 
came upon his huttee at daybreak but found it deserted ann 
the signals he had among the surrounding hills shewed that 
.the enemy were on the alert. Hutnia being observed ascend­
ing a 11ill with two 01' threc followers the Horse under Lieut-
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enant Hart charged up. and intercepting his retreat to his 
gang eve~tuaIi.Y eaptured him. 

Lieutenant Partridge, Ensign Morris, and Ensign Renny ascend· 
ed the hills with their detacl1ments pursuing parties of the 
enemy who had dispersed after the 10&5 of their chief. :A small 
body of them stood a,few minutes and fired many arrows but 
took to flight on seeing the Horse ascending to turn them. 
Two or three are supposed to have been wounded, one horse 
on our side was wounded slight!y. 

Lieutenant Partridge succeeded in recovering 170 head of the 
catUe which Hutnia had driven from Candeish. 

1 purpose continuing. the pursuit of this gang should it reunite 
and afterwards proceeding against that of a cliief called 
Dowlea, who is plundering in the neighbourhood of Sindwah. 

Outram proceeded ;l.S far as the Narbada with his troops. He 
overawed the Raja of Badvani into semblance of loyalty, dispersed 
the various gangs, and finally returned to Sindva Fort. Thence he 
sent a demi·officiallcUer to the Collector, which is too characteristic 
to be omitted. 

Sindwah, ~5th Mag 183ft 
My DEAR BOYD, 

In making arrangements for the better security of this road, I 
thought it advisable to require the ga~ison of Sindwah to 
relieve the posts on the road which are connected with it, and 
which most unaccountably h~s not been done hitherto (the 
consequence of which is that 35 sebundies have sat in the fort 
doing nothing but defending t.he gate and foul' empty walls, 
whiltit 30 others have had to occupy tWG exposed' posts-work­
ed off thcir legs and put to great expense for ammunition 
and two of them .killed, etc., etc.,) This measure would rendcr 
the whole more efficient, divide the duty, and frequent changing 
would render them less subject to sickness. Having given the 
order I was surprised to find that the Si~dwah peons refused to 
g()! So I had them up this morning (and as it was necessary 
to make an immediate example, I took upon myself to tell them 
,that all who refused would be immediately discharged. They 
. then came round and have condescended to obey orden but as 
they ought not 80 to do ~ith impunUy, I have selected the 
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N aique Go'Oind KhOll6 and Annoor Ithan, a sepoy (who 'Was the 
most forward in the mutiny) who, I have informed them, are 
dischal'ged from this day, and I have directed their being 
turned out of the Fort, which' I hope you will confirm, as 
also the promotion of a sepoy, named SOITnboo. (who behaved 
well on this and other occasions) to N aique. 

I suspect we shall be obliged to suspend the Killadar. who is an 
old drunkard' and whom 1 got Giberne to appoint. 

The whole of the men on the Tannah here complain much of the 
hardship of not b~ing relieved and are most willing to sacri­
fice the extra rupee to get to Candeish. Could you noll re­
lieve them annually from the MahaIs! The extra rupee 
would be batta to those who came on this duty. 

'l'here are at present upwards of (60) 'itety men &0 employed. 
85 would be quite enough in future, 1.5 at the :For1 and III at 
each of the 'l'annahs. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) J. OU'rItA1\{. 

1'.5.-1 have just got Government's letter a~out the 00 R8. 
reward! Of COu,r8e .. Luxuman of Urty" is not the betrayer 
hut one of our most ¥ealous allies-the betrayer (ChuZia) got 

·little better than kick, and was told that though he got 
cowl for himself; his brother~ were ,tiZl proscribed and would 
only ol)tain pardon on pel'forming certain licrvices. which 
as they have failed to do they have DO\ earned. 

(Signed) J. O. 
Outram now signs himself Captain for the first time. Slowness 

of communication seemS to have made the knowledge of actual dates 
of promotion in military rank very vague in those day". Long be­
fore this Outram had often been officially referred to as Captain, yet 
in the Government replics to his despatches above quoted he is again 
styled Lieutenant. 

In 1834 there lieems to ha~ been little activity among the Bhn •• 
A gang collect.ed in the north-cast Satpuru and looted a few villages, 
but was apparently disperbed without difficulty. 

During 1835 it was decided to replace the deta.chmentll of Regu­
lars at Dahivel and Kukarumunda in the west ot the province, by meD 

from the BhiJ Corps. I'or this purpOfie, AS the corps had already 
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440 men out of 600 on outpost duty, it became neceesary to increase 
the total strength. This was done, and the ,corps was ordered to be 
divided into 9 Companies, each of the total strength of about 95 
Officers. N. C. 0.'6 and men. Outram represented that another Euro­
pean Officer was absolutely necessary to supervise 80 large a body of 
men scattered over 1i0 extensive a district. Accordingly Lieutenant 
Graham was appoint:ed 2nd in command, with magisterial powers, 
and Lieutenant lUorris was appointed Adjutant. In this condition 
Outram left the corps. for late in the same year he was promoted to 
be Political Agent in Gujaratll. Lieutenant Graham succeeded to the 
command, and Lieutenant 'Brown, of Outram's old regiment, watt ap­
pointed 2nd in command. 

The firijt Commandant had not, however, quite done with the 
corps. On his arrival in Gujarath he speedily asked for the loan of 
It party of 50 men from its ranks. to &ssillt in operations in the field, 
and to show by iUt presence and good behaviour the possibility of 
raising a similar corps in Gujarath. It is gratifying to note tbat 
the men did not falsify his trust in them. When returning them to' 
Dharangaon he thus writes in praise of their serviceti. 

,To 
CUTAlN GRAHAM, 

COMMANDING BHEEL CORPS. 

!'1B.. 
I have the honour to llotifyto you that thedet&chment of the Bheel 

Corps now with me will march to~morrow on its return to Candeish 
under the charge of Lieutenant Christie of the 21st Regiment N. I. 
-. I cannot allow the detachment to leave without expressing the 

warmest ~pprobation of its conduct during the time ~s been em­
ployed in the Mhyeekaullta~ which in every respect, whether as regards 
orderly behaviour in camp or activity and ~~eal in the field, has been 
such 'as to entitle it to the favourable notice of Government, with 
which I trUl.t the detachment will be publicly honoured. 

Enclosed is an acquittance roll of tbe detachment for l\1arch, and 
1,have delivered the abstracts for April to Lieutenant Christie, who 
will procure tllls pay at Baroda, also the copy of a letter from Gov­
ernment dated 7th April 1836. 

I have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed). J. OUTRAM, 

P. Agent. 



CHAPTEU. VIII. 

OUTRAM'S WORK IN KHANDESH AND ITS EFFECTS. 

STRANGELY enough, just before Outram left Khanduh, a 
demand came from the Court of Directors for a report ou the 

Bhil Corps, its organization, its constitution, and jts effect 011 

the count~y. This is Outram's report :-

To 
W. S. BOYD, ESQ., 

COLLECTOR AND MAGISTRATE. 

Sm., 
1 have the honour, briefly, to sketch the origin, purpose, and 

formation of the Bhee1 Corps as requested j~ your letter 
dated 3rd instant. 

!t Candeish when, taken possession of by our Government in 
1818, and for many years previously, was a pl'ey to the 
devastating aggressions of its Bheel inhabitants (calculated 
at one 8th of the whole popUlation) as well 11.810 the inroads 
of thc Bheel clans occupying the wild jungles and fastnesses 
b~unding the province. ' 

3 To subjugate this race every effort of coercion and conci­
liation was made, large bodies of our troops were constan~Jy 
out against them .. to np purpose, and the endeavours of our 
Political Agents to bind them to peace by liberally pension­
ing their chiefs and providing for the support of their 
followers 'by a tax on the rest of the population were 
equally unavailing. At the close of ~he year 182,11 the 
Bheels continued as far from subdued a~d as destructive 11.8 

at the time of our taking possession of the country. 
4 Mr. Elphinstone, the then Governor of Bombay, finding all 

exertions to the above end perfectly fruitless, insisted on 
Illt' .attempt to bring to the aid ~f Government a portion 
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nct, it is affirmed, has never been equalled before or since in 
, K~ande8h.' 

Outram did not fail also to stick a tiger like a pig from horse­
back. Captain Stanley Scott writes of this al> follows :-

"In the year 1835 the high road leading from Khandesh to Surat 
, was stoppe'd for one month by a " man eater," a tigress who 

had taken up' her quarters in a deser~ed village, which had 
become entirely ovcrgroll'n. This vmage was close to 
Veesurwarry in the' Nowapur petta. The number of people 
who had fallen by the cruel talons of this tigress, was 
estimated at 70. News of this savage bea!>t was given to 
Outram. when encamped at Pimpalner, some 841 miles away. 
He moved camp at once to Veesurwarry and sent out his 
hunters to mark down the tigreslo. This they were not long 
in doing as she was and had been only too easily foand by 
all the unhappy people who'had passed that way. Outram 
with 7 or 8 followers proceeded to the spot. As soon as they 
came within a hundred yards of her she showed herself, roaring 
fearfully. Outram raised his rifle, fired and wounded her: 
She turn'ed (man-eaters are proverbially cowardly) and fled 
in a southernIy direction where the country had a more ope~ 
a,ppearance. Outram, seizing his spear and moonting his 
horse followed her for a mile or more. When sft1fering from 
her wound he gained on her and with one successful stroke 
thru~t her through and through. This tigress had lost her 
beautiful fury softness and was mangey and bare, solely 
attributable to her horrible partiality for human flesh." 

Another writer vouches for the following touching tale, which 
shows how Outram was ~Iy chief huntsman of his corps. hut 
also father of his men. 

---"lOmndoo, tJle naik or commander of this band of trackers was 
the very 'beau ideal' of a Bheel. Though a little fellow be Was 
Ii great man with his master, and it; was one of the saddest 
days in Outram's chequered life, when this faithful f'ollower 
met his death. A man-eating tiger had killed a native; and 
Ii:hundoo with a few men was hard upon bis track. Just 
previous to this, Khundoo had disappointed his master of a 
tiger and he laid it so much to heart that he secretly,resolved 

. lq 
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nevel' again to send in word unless he had actually Ileen the 
beast himself. Follo"'ing on this resolution in the pre&ent 
instance with nothing in his lland hut a slight spear, 
Khundoo approached the bushes wl1ere he believed the tiger 
to be concealed. In a moment the beast sprang out, 
Khundoo's spear glanced ofF his thick head, and in the next 
instant the tiger's fangs had met in the upper part of the 
little fellow's chest, The tiger slunk back to cover. where 
he was surrounded by Ii portion of the Dheels, the others 
took up their dying chief and carried hUn to Outram', tent 
and laid him at his master's feet# Oub'am'lI first impulse 
was to destroy the savage beast, ~nd vowing he would neither 
eat nor drink 'till the lJ:.iger had bit the dust he seized his 
rille and wshed off'. A well~djrected shot laid the man­
eater low, and when Outram galloped back, he found poor 
I\:hundoo's life was ebbing fast: It was a touching spectacle 
as the brave Outram bent over the dying chief, to catch his 
las't farewel1. Khundoo took the hand of his liltle son and 
placing it in Outram's bid him supply a father's place to him." 

There is an amusing sequel to this tale. The widow of Khandu 
received a pension from Government, "hich, when she remarried, was 
transferred to her small son. He managed to h?ld on to it until 
1855, when the matter was reported. Outram's personal generosity 
is noteworthy, for the Patilship of a village is no small gift. 

SIR, 
As requested in your endorsement of the 11th instant on the 

Maratha Correspondence regarding the Pension of Rupees 
(4) four drawn ~onthly from the Erundole Treasury on 
'account of a sepoy of the D~eel Corps Dhondoo Wullud 
I\:hundoo, I do myself the honour to state, as fully as the 
Records of the Bheel Corps enable me. the particulars of the . 
origin of this grant, and to express my opinion that it ought 
to be withheld for the future. 

" 2 In' the year 1831 a Havildar of the Bheel Corps, named 
Khundoo, who had been of gre&'~ ,use to General (L1eutenant) 
Outram in hi~ first intercourse with the DheeIs, was killed by 
a tiger and in consideration of the man's past services and 
the de~titute condition of his widow Baina and hill 
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to auvancc from the conquest of Khalldcsh to wider ticldS>, to create 
a frebh 1\larath& dynasty, or re-establish the Per.hva. This is per­
fectly . cvidcnt now, but in 1825 they were rightly consider\!d a real 
source of danger. The experiment On which l\Iountstuart Elphin­
stone insisted was cO\lsidered by 'those who knew foredoomed to 
failure. That it was a brilliant lIuccess, that the province began to 
flourish, and is now the best assell of the Bombay Government, that 
the whole presidency followed its example in reducing wild tribes to 
order, and that a system of local corps,was foundcd, some of which 
are doing good wOl'lk to this day, is due under God 'to Outram. 

In 1833 a Commissioner was sent round by the Sadar Fauzdari 
Adalat (now the High Court) to rcport on the statc of the country. 

Of thc part of his report bearing on Khandcsh and *N,B.-Thenotes 
arc in Outram's 
writing. 

its surroundings Outram procured a copy, now in 
his family records. That copy with Outram's* notcs, 

made in 1835.is here reproduced. 

(Extract from Magisterial Report on Candeish District, 28th 
January 18~.) 

"-
80 In consequence of my visit to this province it has been 

an object of anxiety with me to obtain f>ome view' of the 
loute of the police within its limits. In so extensive a tract 
of country (taking its length, about 170 miles, and its 
breadth, above 100) surrounded nearly by mountains and 
jungle, the Bheel population of which have from time im­
memorial been lawless plunderers, ~t is perhaps surprising 
that the Kalendars do'not exhibit more offences at highway 
and gang '~bbery a~ld other heinous crimes. 

81 To aid the Magi~trate in his p~litical duties there exists 
the Bheel Corps, with two European Officers, and & number 
of armed horse. These have unden thcir charge the whole 

. Sa'thpoora Range, the borders of the Dang Country, lying 
westward, and are besides in minute details all' over the 
province. A Bheel Agent on the !;kirts of the .Adjuntall 
Range t.o the southward looks after that quarter, 'which. 
now, where &0 much buccess has attcnded the attem~t to 
draw it!> Bheel 'popUlation to agricultural pursuits. is an 
obj~ct of lesti anxioty; but it will bWI require constant 
care and &uperviliiou uutil the older PQrtiou of the iuhabi-

. 17 
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tants shall have disappeared, and their. children, who know 
no other pursuits but those of agriculture. will. possess no 
previous deep-rooted' predatory habits. int~ which they 
migh~ be in constant dang$!r of relapsing. 

~2 It is observable that in the border tracts where predatory 
crimes are committed. or from which the perpetrators made 
their incursiQns to commit them. they are chiefly planned 
an'd executed by people'from beyond our limits. and gene­
rally owing alleg~ance. ilOminal or real, to other authorities. 

83 From the country called the Dhang, in con&equenc. of 
Captain Outram's former spirited and successful pursuit 
of the plunderers of that jungly, deadly, and nearly lmpeIN!­
trable tract, it ,does not appear that any incursions are 
now made -into Candeish. His late arduous and equally 
successful pursuit of tIre Bheel plun~erers from the north­
west, -and capture of one leader of notoriety in particular 
will, 1 hope, be attended with equally happy results. But 
it appears there is much that requires to be done to Secure 
our~elves . from Bheel robbers r;om thnt qllRrter and from 
the Sathpoora Range generally. 

84 The lawless habits of the popula#on of' nearly the whole 
of Rajpeepla are too well known on the borders of Gujerat 
by the robbers which it sends forth. There is no question, I 
am informed, that its inllabitant~ plunder alike in' that 
province and in (I{handcsh) Candei"h, and it: driven from tIle 
latter by the constant and active exertions made there to 
reprells them, the robberies in the Surat and Broach di8trjct.~ 

may be likely to increase instead- of diminishing, in sptte, 
of our exertions 'in that zillah, wllere, there being n~des­
cription of force resembling that most efficient body of 
men-the Bheel Corps-nor of Auxiliary Hhree-to the 
speed and well directed exertion of :which some of the tate 
important captures are mainly attributable, the borders 
must consequently become an easy prey to the depredators. 

85 The state of things in that direction is certainly exceed­
ingly to'be lamented. and exhibited ~uch of suffering where 
an efficient and powerful administration of Government 
exists in all other respects; ,although \>y a native Govern .. 
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ment it might be little regarded and be considered an evil from 
which there was flO remedy .. This, however, has been dwelt 
upon by the Suddur Fouzdarre Adawlut'in one of its late 
General Annual Reports, and is without doubt uD(l~r the 
mature consideration of the Right Hon'ble the Governor 
in Council. 

86 It appears to me, after consulting the magisterial officers 
in this quarter and adverting to the late reports from the 
Magistrate of the Zillah of Burnt, that unless some measure 
be taken to organize a Bhed Corps in Gnjerat like that 

'whieh has been so eminently succclisful in f':mdei&h,' nided 
by a portion of Armed Horse to guard our country there 
and keep in awe the extensive trllct, Rajpeepla-and perhaps 
the lower parl:s of the Dhang~things must continue without 
much improveJ.llent. 

87 The raising and employing regular troops, except in ex­
traordinary cases, for such duties, halt long been objected 
to both from the frittering away of their discipline when 
broken up into details, and from the fatal effect of the 
climate on them j objections which dO' not equally apply 
to the Bheel Corps and which is the:.:efore a means at once 
less expensive and more efficient for the purpose, nor is 
there any risk for their fidelity, which has often been exem­
plified, in cases of the most trying nature. They, indeed, 

-'have led to execution their own relations and friends, a 
remarkable trait in the character of this people who in 
their state of barbarism exhibit many valuable qualities, 
and this, joined to a consideration of such having been their 
habits from time immemorial-that they have perhaps been 
driven originally from the plains by foreign inYaders to 

-their present haunts-may induce a leniency in our conduct 
towards them. and in the punishment of their crimes, where 
no wanton cruelty or sacrifice of life may ~ttend their acts 
of plunder. 

88 Were our means to prove insufficient for the protection 
of our .territory, it would appear to me to be preferable, 
as a matter of policy and expediency, to compromise with 
the~e -people for fancied claims OJ; concessions which mlly 
• 
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have grown into rights thro' the weaknCfis of P!C\ iou~ 
Governments; and, wh<'rc such do exist, and are cau::;es of 
rer.tlcssncss and .of rohbery, to c?ncedc something in the 
I>hape of a subsistence to their leading men, it being remem-

• bered that often abfiolute want may dl'ive .them tv the 
co~mis&ion of acts- of rapine; and that any' arrangement 
which may lead to an alteration from the present to more 
peaceable habits may be attended with the best resulb. 

89 A case assimilating to this, half, I am informed, been lately 
brought to the notice .of the Magistrat.e by Captain Outram, 
and by the Magistrate to Government., from which it appears 
that altho' there is a strong party of the Collector's armed 
establishment in the Sindiva Pass, it is quite insufficient for 
its protection, important as it is as the high travelling road 
into Malwa and for, the purposes of commerce, travellers 
and traders seeking other rout.esM less easy, mOre circuitoulI, 
but more safe. 

90 The mode which Captain Outram ftuggest!\ is by placing 
The eX'Periment its protection in the. hands of a Bheel bhowbund 

was tried and has who have hereditarily held the office of protecting 
perfectly succt'cd· 
ed.60 of the Cot- that road--to cover the expense of which without 
lc('tor's establish-
ment of armed reducing the Collector's establishment (which ia 
peons were dis-. much needed in other parts) a small tax might be 
chargl'd and tl]e 
same number of raised on travellers and traders which there cannot 
Bbee19 entertain-
ed in their place, be the smallest doubt they would readily and 
who have since 
prt'served t b t' cheerfully pay for the protection thus afforded, 
whole line of road since the expen.se they must incur in hiring private . 
from Kerroon ·to 
Sllldwa' from the matchlock men, etc., for their security is often very 
commission ef a 
single robbery, considerable. 
during the year 
it has heen tried. 
ht July 1830. 
J. O. • 

!.,l It llBS been an object with me t.o ascertain how far ill 
this povince the Collect.or'. regular e&tablisllment are aided 
in cases of outrage by the "mage and district police. I 
f,m ll~ppy to under!oland that no reluctance and backward­
nebS is ex?ibited in that respect .and that the hereditary police, 
who ale chiefl~ composed of the Bheel part of the popula. 
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tion (estimated to hI.' about ~th of the whole of thl.' ionhabi­
~Ilnt~ of C'andeish, which may perhaps be taken only at 
half a million in the wretched and thinly peopled state it. 
ha!; been in ~or a long time back) are active and ready to 
afford il.sl>j~tance and to arm for the public defence. 

9~ Since writing the above I have been furnished by Cllpt..ain 

This has since 
bern c:nried into 
rtfe .. t. Hoi k a r 
and other chief­
tains contribute 
to the support of 
a Bheel Corps in 
Malwa, nnil the 
Raj!poot States 
do 80 towards the 
~upport of' a 
Bhecl Corps in 
Mewsr, hath of 
which were raised 
in con.equenee of 
my' suggestion 
nnd the success 
of th.. Candeish 
Bhf'e! Corps, lind 
both are working 
well, b e sid e s 
which II Kho!ee 
Corps was raised 
IInder my aU9pi­
ees iu Gujerat, 
which has proved 
of great advan­
lage, I hnvewrit­
ten for memo­
randa of these 

Outram with a few valuable remarks', in which after 
adverting to t\1e circumstances attending the for­
mation of the Bheel Corps and the variety of 
important duties it has to perfol"m, Captain Out. 
ram observes, that .. although illcUl's~onl! are now 
greatly checked in Candeish, yet from t.he weak­
ness of the surrounding independent authorities 
they will probably take place in less protected 
quarters, and Broach and Surat, as well as the 
territories of our allies, will continue to suffer. 
nut the surprising progress which has been made 
in Candeish, towards a reformation of the nb-eels, 
might be extended to-the w40le race, were neigh­
bouring States obliged to assist in the object. If" 
(Captain Outram remarks) II instead of the foreign" 
mercenaries which are supported by them, each 
State would contribute some portion of the &ums 
now required to maintain these foreign mer<;enaries 

corp., 
towards embodying a few of their unruly Bheel 

subjects in a corps, centrically situated for their mutual 
protection, under European Officers selected for the duty. 
the quiet of their territories would soon be secured and the 
remainder of their Bheel subjects turned to peaceable habits, 
to their own advantage, at little or no additional expense, 
which they have no right to grudge, being for their own and 

. the general good. This we surely have 11 right to require, 
being at present put to the trouble and expense of keeping 
down not only our own ~heels but theirs also . 

. 98" A ~mall corps 'of Ramosees and Bheels situated at nunsda 
or nearll, or in the neighbourhood, would effectually check 
the wild clans or' the, Dhang which still plunder ill the Surat 
dist-riets (though tbey nO longer venture intI) Cimdcish 
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llaving felt our power-obtained through a similar corps­
which I have noticed in proof of C~ndei&h having formerly 
been annualiy plundered by them) would protect the whole 
country from Darnaun to the Nerbudda. 

9.J.'IInstead of tne Dotachment of Regulars stationed at Raj­
peepla I would recommend 8: Bherl and Cooly Corps, chiefly 
at the expeme of the Guicowar, for the protection of his 
districb in that neighbourhood and, consequently, of the 
Broach Purgunnah. The influence of this corps would extend 
to the HoIkar's di&tricts in Nemaur, which country is and 
ever has been a prey to the feud,; of various petty chiefs, 
as well· as to the raids of the Bheels, to repress which the 
officer commanding this corps might have 'lome political 
power. 

,95"This eastern part of Nemaur (comprising Holkar's dis­
NOT E.-A. D. tricts, the Berwanny territory, and the British 

1835.-Thcre is pOl>sessions round l\1undlasir) would be controlled 
at present a dis-
trict sebunoy I'n- effectually, the peace of the "hole of Nemaur 
der that officer 
('aIled a Bheel' secured, and of the Satpoora Mountains (our 
Corps but they ) d h 
are employed at northern frontier by a sllIAIl corps un er t e 
theirviUages. The Political Agent (Captain Sandys) who agl'ee~ 
disciplined corp!f 
should bein addi- with me in this opinion and in the conviction of 
tion, but woulc1 
embo(ly some of the general benefit that would attend the measure. 
the members of 
these families and 
secure their fide-
lity as ill Cnll-
deisb. 

96 ,e The Nizam ought to re-l'stablish the situation of fiheel 
Agent, to preserve II. similar control over the Bhecls of the 
southern side of the Sat.hmalla Range to what is maintained 
by our Agent on the southern fron~ier of Candeish. 

97"Should these measures be pursued !- (Captain Outram con­
cludes) '* the Bheel reform would extend over the whole 
race jour Bheel subjectb would he preserved from the 
continued bad example of those beyond our frontier. which 
must greatly check the total eradication of their lawless 
spirit which we are endeal'Ouring to effect; tile neighbour­
ing countries '1\ ould be 'preserved from the plunderings and 
murders to which they are now a prey in con&equence Qf 
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th_1: unrepressed license of the Bheels; and it would tend 
al&o greatly to prcvent crimes of other cllt6ses; the measure 
would be one of humanity to all classes of our subjects and 
allies, tending to strengthen the laws and diminish crime 
with the rcasonable prospect of ultimately perfecting the 
reform of so l'lrger portion of' mankind, who have for 
Ilges defied the laws antI been the scourge of their fellow­
creatures." 

Nothing remains to be added as to the political value of Outram's 
work. In' it there was only one mistak~ and that mistake was IIOt 
found out till 1857. A copy of Colonel Robertson's Report of 
1825 on the Bhils also exists among the family papers. Amid a 

m;;; of detailed information as to the Bhil chiefs of various localities 
is found a, history of GumanYIl: Naik, hereditary warden of the 
Sindva Pass. This chieftain early prqfessed obedience to the 
Company. Subsequently, however, his conduct was found more than 
doubtful. He plundered rather than protected travellers, and was 
finaI1y convicted and banished for life. On the margin of the report 
is the fo,IIowing note in Outram's 'autogr«ph:-" I reintrusted the son 
of Gomany (named Kajy Sing) with the charge of the Sindwah 
Pass and road in 1833 in conjunction with- the rawul of Kerroon.­
.T. 0." How this man betrayed the trust !!4 years later will be 
recorded. Meanwhile the solitary mistake is not recorded in order 
to lessen the value of the general wOl'k. 

The value of Outr~m's efforts cannot be di&puted. It remainll. 
to be ~e~n--wllo£- ~ e-re his methods. ---Briefly, they' w~re - tlies~- -iI~ 
wiiSa:Trienaorliis-men.--ne-ri~ed with them, shared their hardships • defended them against attacks and accusations, sympathized with 
their joys and sorrOWll, and gained their entire confidence. He 
began by soaking them with brandy because they liked it, but he 
won them- over to temperate and orderly habits. It is a saying 
amongst Bhils that a Bhil will do 40 miles at a rUIllto steal a rupee. 
Outram would r~n 50 miles to stop the rupee being stolan. -He 
.defeated them in endurance, in woodcraft. and in bravery before 
wild animals. Nothil)g appealed to the childl'en of the jungle 
like his Jove of eport, and lt _will be well to finish this prosaic 

-record ~f deeds done and peace restored, with some anecdotes of his 
-.sport. , 
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It may here.,be stated that during hill 10 years in Kbandc8b he 
himself states that he killed 255 tigers. 18 panthers, 42 bears, !lud 
19 bisons. 

Captain Stanley Scott gives the following description of a tiger 
bunt.:-

In the jungle of Saigaum ncar t.he Untoor }'ort. there is a 
densely' wooded ravine named the Mahi Burda. It was 
reported to Outram that a tiger was in it. He proceeded 
thither with hili riBe on foot. When near the spot indicated 
it suddenly occurred to him that by commanding the narrow 
end of the raviUI: and placing the beat~8 at the other, the 
tiger must make his exit through the gorge and be would get 
the opportunity of a close shot, but to find on the bank Ii 
place front-v.hich to fire was imposs;ible as the jungle grew 
close up to the sides and the bottom of the ravine was not 
visible from the top. Outram's mind was not on~ to be 
baffled by tigers. He and some followers having climbed a 
tree a brancl}. of whieh o~erhung the ravine, other Dheels 
tied their pagris and waistbands together. others pabsed a band 

,round their Commandant's chest and under his arms and let 
him down dangling in the air, his foot just retlting on 8 

creeper. He could now aee clearly all that was taking place 
beneath. The tiger. driven down by the shouts of the beaters: 
came within easy range of his riBe, and from his wonderful 
position, he got the de50ired shot and killed the animal dead. 
Instantly drawn up into the. tree aiain he turned round 
laughingly to the Bheels and said, "You have suspcnded me 
like a thief frQm a tree, but I killed the tiger." 

Again, the same writer tells a story which will cause sportsmen 
ot the present day to think:-

'. In 1833 in the month of April when encamped at .Seerpoor. tllC 

villagers gave Ou~am information of a tiger that bad been 
marked down in the thorny jungle to the north ot the village, 
This tiger was down in tbe plain, no hill or ravine near, 
Outram fitArted on foot, spear in hand. a follower carrying It 
riBe and some six others bows and arrows. The tiger brokf 
ground on thci,r approach· and Outram followed }um up on 
foot tor 3 miles and eventually speared him to death •. This 
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of the Bheel· t!·ibes t(J\far~- ,!lubjugating the rest, by, em­
bodying a corps from among themselves. This mea~ul:e 
he had frequently previously proposed but had hitherto 
been {)verruled by the opinion of the local authorities that 
it was utterly i~practicable. 

5 In April 1825 the undertaking was commenced but the 
obst8.cles to be overcome were great, and the Bheel Corps 
was not completed till the end of 1827. When it was 
reported, by the Brigadier deputed to inspect it, in a highl,! 
efficient state of discipline_ and it.'! commanding officer having 
pledged himself to the fidelity of this corps, it was imme­
diately, entrusted ~th many 'posts hitherto occupied by the 
}'egular troops, and soon gave every proof of its efficiency 
and good faith by attacking the insurgent Bheels in every 
quarter, and never failing in immediately subduing and 
bringing to justice aIr ~ho opposed the laws. The Bheel 
population of the province has ever since been kept in 
perfect subjection and is gradually assimilating. from want 
of opportunity to pur~ue their former .lawless lives, to the 
peaceable peasantry of the country. The wild jungles and 
mountainous tracts surrounding Candeish which had hitherto 
been inaccessible 'to regular troops have been penetrated 
by the Bhed Corps, and every class, without exception, wllich 
used to prey on our borders with im~unity, has been subdued 
and kept under by this corps. 

~ The Regular Army has long been relieved by the Bheel 
corps from the numerous detachments required for preserving 
tJle peace of this province and protecting it from foreign 
aggression, with the exception of two strong posts on it.~ 

western frontier, which are maintained to overa'we foreign 
enemies. These also are now to be relieved by this corps. 

7 The Bheel Corps is raised entirely from among the Bheel 
clans of this province and the jungly tracts surrounding 
Candeish, with the exception of a draft from the Line of 50 
high-caste men, (of all ranks, who are permanently attached 
to the corps WIth tJle pay and pri"ileges of the Line). The 
Bheels are enlisted to serve during pleasure, arid are not 
subject to martial law, aU offences being punish~d by the 
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commanding officer in his magisterial capacity. The rate 
ot their pay is to 11 Private 5, Naique 6, &l",d Havildar 8 
rupees per mensem, with one rupee batta to each of the 
above rank when detached. The Bheel Native Officers are 
Jemadars at 15 rupees and Subidars Lt so per mensem 
with batta in proportion; no stoppages are made from 
them and clothing is supplied ~y Government. 

8 The Bheei Corps has been disciplined as Light InCan,try, its 
duties are preserving th~ peace ot the proyince by de'iached 
posts at all the wilder or more ex-posed parts, turnislling 
escorts tit treasure, prisoners, etc., guarding several of the 
district treasuries, and acting in every way as police. The 

/ 

portion of ,the corps detached on these duties average8 
upwards of"thl·ee-fourths. 

9 As a first experiment the corps was limited to 400 rank and 
file i when found "' .... thy olbeing entrusted with more import­
ant duties tha,{ was at first contemplated, it was increased to 
600, and the ord~ has just been received to extend it to 790 
rank and file of Bheels exclusive of the detachment of Regu­
lars. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir. 

Your most; obedient servant, 
J. OUTRAM, CAPT. 

Cpmdg. Bneel Corp •• 

Durrungaum. 9th June 1835. 

It is almost sacrilegious to criticise Outram. 'Were it not so tbe 
report might be styled bald. The reason of its baldness ill that the 
writer, had he ventured to embellish it, or to supply graphic details, 
could no~ but have fin~d it with praise o( himself. It is difficult at 
this distance o( time to realize the enormous difference in the govern­
ment ot the Bombay Presidency which was etl'eded by this veteran 
of !eft years of age. When he began work, the province and it. 
surrounding! were a hopelesa chaoll. It was a mat~r of doubt 
whether its lldmiuistratioll would ever pay. Its people were -paup­
el"ized or had vanished, its villages were jungles, and its towns were 
ref';1ges for the terri6ed remnant. True, the Bheels were Dner like]y 



, OUTB.ul'S WORK IN KHA~DESll. 139 

infant son Dhondoo Lieutenant Outram ill a letter dated 
the !!nd June 1831 to the address of Mr. Collector Boyd, 
solicited from Go,"ernment a Pension of Rupees {. per month 
for the suppor'll of the woman and child. 

If S Government in a letter No. l214~ dated the ~Uh July 1831 
granted the boon from the date of l{hundoo's decease, and 
the pension was drawll from the Erundole Mamletdar's 
Treasury in Ule lIame of the widow Bainn up to Augubt 
1883, when it appears 1>he remarried and Captain Outram on­
the 13t11 August 1833 sent an order to the Erundole l\Iamlet­
dar to pay tile pension from that time to the boy Dhondoo, 
who has continued to draw it ever since. 

"4 I can find no authority for this transfer of pension, and even 
if such exists it could not have been intended that on Dhondoo 
attaining 'manhood he should continue to enjoy tIle charity 
of Government • 

.. 5 In August 1841 he was put into the boy ranks of the Bhil 
Corps on Rs. 21 per month, wIlen there was no further plea 
for drawing the penbion, but this seems to have escaped notice 
and the Rs. 4 were remitted monthly on account .pf Dhondoo 
to the Government Savings Bank, where a balance of some 
Rs. 55Q or so stands to his credit. 

c·6 The original Pensioner Baina (Dhondoo's mother) died of 
cholera about eighteen" years ago, a fact which does not appear 
to have been noticed or reported. . 

.. 7 On: her remarrying in 1833, the pension might have been stop-
" 'ped. but if the sanction of Governm,ent was obtained for trans­

ferring it to her SOIl, it ought to have been discontinued when 
he was taken illto the Bheel Corps ltanks in 1841, as it seems 
absurd that be &hould be paid R::;. 5 per month as a fighting man 
and at the same time receive Rs. 4 per month as a Pensioner. 

"8 At the time of pis f~ther Khundoo's death, Lieutenant(General) 
Outram and some other gent1eme~, with the sanction of Gov­
ernment, purchased tile Patelship of the village of Eklugna 
nCllr Dhul'rangaum on behalf of the boy Dhondoo, and'from 
this source he derives a trifling income annually. With 'aU his 
good fortune. or probably owing to it. he is one of the, most 
ollsteady and troublesome men in the .corps. 
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.. 9 If when he began to .receive Pay. ill the Bheel Corps on the 
lst Augu~"l 18H the I"oUl' Rupees Pension bad been stopped, 
Govcrnment would ha\"e been saved up to the 1st instant 
Rupecs 676, and as thc sum deposited in Dhondoo's name in 
the Bombay Savings Bank is less than t.hat sum by upwards 
of R~, 100, I can see no objection to the appropriation of 
the deposit by Government. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your mo::.t obedient &el'vant, 
(Signed) JAMES ROSE, CAPTAJN, 

Offg. Commandant, Bkeel Corpl/. 
It is necessary to pa&s on, to say good-bye to Outram and trace 

the story of his syccebsors. No farewell could be more apt than thlLl 
wl'itten by Lieutenant Graham, his 'Adjutant and successor in com­
mand:-
Extract from the Journal of Colonel Douglas Grahant 1st June 183J. 

Outram is my immediate commanding officer and the rstaunche&t 
friend I have, the boldest and best. &porb,man on this side 
of India. We have lived together for SeVel} long yean now, 
which is a considerable pcl:.iod for two to eii~t together in the 
same house without Ilaving had a difference" He is the Com­
mandant, I am hi!> Adjutant; there are no other officers in the 
corps, He has saved my life, I have done the like good office 
to him; we have fought. together, we have fed together, been 
for montJls without auy but our own !>wed bocidy. and to sum 
up the &tory I do not tlJink Fl'iend~hip Clln go a ~tep furthcr 
than what exi"ts between us. two. 

TIGER HUNTING. 
B~fore starting this morning on very certain int.elligence, -1 had 

bce.n wondering why a certain long spear, one of your real 
llabratta lances, with a knob of rusty iron at one end and a 
bayonet-like bit of' btcd ilt the other, WillI unuergoing th~ 
process Df ex.ce~;;iv~ tiling and bhal'pellillg, llhcll I recalled to 
my remcmbrance lIome exprCl!osion of my commandant', that 

. tUllIled to imply a. det.ermination of r.pcar1ng a royal tiger. 
And a~ the CXllloit was said t.o havQ L~cn perpetrated on horse­
back on the Banga.lore taCt cour&e, a. Ioort of bow rose 60at-
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jag &cross the misty rccoUedions of the last evening's 
conversation, of his intention t<~ perform it on foot. Fifty 
good reasons were produced why the attempt was rash. nay 
amounted to a sort of indifferen~e to the least chance of 
exist.ence in the struggle, but no, the word had gone forth and 
he ,,'ould court peril to the utmost to redeem' the pledge. 
:Fears were laughed at. and dissension entirt;ly set at naught, 
so \Ie had not.hing for it but to see we had French cap~ in 
our pockets and procced anxioulily, dcsirous that no oppor­
tunity would occur for our too advcllturou:. friend. Thel'c \\a~ 
a fine thick cover dowu cach lIide of' the broad nullah that rail 
past the tenf.li, and at intervals on eithcr "idc two or three 
smaller topes, with abundance of under creeperli well known 
to us all frequented baunts. Thcre were bnly two cIephanf.li 
out that day, so of course each took his own side. We had beat 
through the first cover which was on our line and had halted 
abreast of the second to. observe the operations of the other 
howdah, 011 the opposite bank, when a startling volley came 
provokingly across from the very centre of the thicket, and 
the loud continual bursts of uproarious music fully dcclared 
that there was more than one of' the right sort on foot. Our 
position was by no means so commanding as our wishes. We 
were stuck on a bank which extended balf a mile on each side 
of us, and presented, 110 far as I could sec, a perpendicular 
fall of 10 or l!! feet, but this W~lS no time to stick~at trifles, 
1i0 we shoved old Hyder at the place, notwithstanding the 
rcmonbtrances of the 1\1ahout who declnred the descent imprac­
ticable. But making a l;jrtue of necessity. for he saw the 
butt end of a ride coming in contact with his ~concc. he began 
to man<2Uvre his" ankoos II in style. Hyder got down on h~ 
belly in the most scientific manner, and stretched his fore legs 
to their full extent. over the side, but finding no bottom and 
not at all relishing a drop leap, withdrew speedily f~om this 
position. Thrice he was brought down, but to no avaiL In 
the tJUrd attempt. luckily the bank gave way and down we 
came. elep)la~t, howdah, and all. but landed in safety in the 
bed of the nullah. The firing still con~ued in the tope, 

~ ~,l?-_d on ourJI.rrival. we found o.ue tiger mortally wounded on the 
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ground and two others charging fiercely from below & thicket 
of creepers. A cast round the wood soon put UII ill POllsellsion' 
of their mark. We had hardly proceeded';,. hundred yaJ"ds. 
when the track went right into & porcupine's earth and I was 
indulging in the idea of enjoying & novel sort of sport. 
when I saw my friend's eye turn to the Mahratta spear, with 
a meaning glance thab could not be mil!ta~~n, and the condi­
tion of my nerves was by no means improved by seeing him 
alight from the howdah, and Oil hili knees creep a little v.ay 
into 'Ilhe hole. to look, ~s he said, for the glittering of the 
eyes. Having ascertained that there were only two entrances 
to the den he Mocked up one passage with thick bushes, 
placed the elephant about two ,Y&lOds in front. and my friend 
took up his sjaiioll at. the very mouth of the remaining hole. 

"There he stood, spear in hand. like a gladiator in the arena of 
.a Roman amphitheatre ready for the throwing open of the 
wild beast's cage. :rhe bushes were set fire to. and the tiger 
by no means relishing the smoke came puffing and blowing 
like a porcupine every 5 or 6 seconds, to get a little frClih air, 
but scenting the elephant. he was alwa,Ys fain to retreat 
again. This sort ot work went on for some time and bush 
after bush blazed away without producing the desired effect. 
I could not have stood the suspense when life was at stake. 
At last there was' a low angry growl and a scufHing rustle 
in the passage. The tiger sprang out and down descended 
the long lance into his neck, just behind the dexter ear. With 
one stroke of Ilis powerful paw. he smashed the spear close to 
the head. There was a pretty business, Mr. Tiger one step 
below, with the steel bticking ill hili neck, which by no means 
improved his temper, had gathered his huge hind quarteri be­
low him for a desperate spring, and my friend. armed after the 
fashion of the South Sea Islanders. standing on & little'mound, 
breathing defiance' and brandishing his Lamboo on high-, 
odds by far too overpowering-so to bring things a little 
more to .t!quality, I t.hrew in a couple of balIt!' Crom old 
Hyder. which turned the scale as BrennUi' 'w.ord did of old. 
The tiger waa luckily stunned and floored by this salute, but 
shortly recovered and fiadi.g too ill_flY elle!l1iel hesettiq him 



MONUMENT TO OUTRAM, 
. .DHARANGAON. 



OUTaAM'" woax IN XHANDESH. 149 

on the open ground, scampered away to thc thicket. We 
found him again below all old bush. and very vicious he was. 
tearing tJlrough the jungle, and charging in mad fury, when­
ever we came near 'his entrenchment--three tUUes he was on 
the elephant roaring and screaming-charge succeeded charge, 
ball after ball went into his inside, and at length he yielded 
up the ghost, under the very trunk of the elephant. Had 
tJlt' spear not been directed with the most cool self-possession 
so as to arrest the progre!ls of tbe tiger and give me a 
slight chance of hitti~g. and had not old Hyder remained 
perfectly steady, without taking at all into consideration 
my lIuttering nerves and state of anxiety, there would have 
,been an end of one whose like we shall seldom see agl\in. 

There is no official record of the building of any residence for 
Outram or his officers at Dharangaon. Indeed, he at one time sent 
in an official certificate that none of them occupied Government 
hou&e8. Most probably the bungalow. recently destroyed. in Wllich 
Outram lived was constructed out of the old office building in which 
lie lived in 18~5. He must have repaired and added to it at his 
own cost. The site has always been considered Government property, 
and the proceed:; of the materials whed it was destroyed, were 
credited to Government. The peculiar position of the bungalow, 
inside the town walls, favours the idea of its having once been an 
vffice. The site is now marked by a memorial column, and surrounded 
by A ga"rden. 



CIIAPTER IX. 

LIEUT. GRAHAM. COMMANDANT. 

1835-1841. 

THE new Commandant had not been without experience ot his 
_ duties. He had been both Adjutant and 2nd in command of 

the corps, and as he had officiated as ~outhern Bhil Agent for some 
time, he was acquainted with th~ civilian portion of the programme 
of conciliation and improvement of the Bhils. 

In the first few years. of his regime there is but little actual 
fighting recorded. A large gang of BhiIs entered the Savda Satpuras 
in 1837 and did some damage in the way of looting villages, driving 
oli cattle, and ~o forth. The DbiI Corps was called out, with a 
detachment from Asirgadb, but on the appearance or' the troops the 
gang, which had been estimated at 800-900 strong, melted away. 
There, was. however a continuance of trouble given by small parties 
of robbers. Though nu gangs ai>semolcd of sufficient magnitude to 
warrant a regular expedition being &ent out. yet there was constant 
and harassing work for small detachments. The taluka of Yaval 
was still part of Sindia's dominions, and fl.1e marauders found a 
refuge there. The local officials. while professing to assist the Com-' 
pany's Government, found it paid them to keep in with the Bhils. 

In 1838 Lieut. Agar. Adjutant, C. P. Corps, was looted outside 
Burhanpur by a party of fl.rJIled Bhil rDbbers 25 strong. They 
tied him and his escort up, .and decamped with Rs. 1,500. 

The same year 1\11'. J. D. Inverarity, Assistant Collector. 
Ahmednagar, had his camp robbed by Sa\mala BhiIs. 

In 1839 a Major and 1\Irs. Brookes, who were travelling over 
the Sindva Pass, lvere attlU'ked by Dhil robbers, and relieved ';f all 
th.eir property. 1'he list of contents of Mrs. Brookes' box, furnish~ 
by her husba~d. is interesting as showing what were the conten~ of 
a traveller's wardrobe in those days. 
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Li.ft of propcri.1J miR,t;ng fr(J)n Mrll. Broo~"e8' BotC". 

Us. 
2 shawls, the one French, the other Indian cashmere. 120 
1 Swiss muslin dress ... 25 
1 .. cambric" 
1 white worked muslin dre&s 
2 morning dresses edged with lace 
1 piece (coach) chintz 
10 yds. long cloth 
1 worked muslin 

... 
1 pair gentlemen's boots (English) 
! patent merino under-dresses (gentlemen's) 
4 pair patent knit cotton drawers " 
• pair merino s?cks 
40 patent knit cotton uIJderdresses 
! new hair brushes 
8 bottles eau de cologne 
1 quart essence ot lemon 
1 pint .. of bitter almonds 
8 pairs sheets ... 
240 pillow csses (frilled) 

about three dozen towels 

1 

1 

1 

H 
2 
! 
! 

" "table towels 
table cloth ... 
dozen new petticoats (trimmed) 

" old " 

'" 
" ,. 

sleeping dresses 
linen 
under dresses 
pocket handkerchiefs 

U 
20 
80 

5 

5 
6 

20 
10 
16 

6 
16 
8 
4 

20 
10 
24 
24 
15 
a 

4 
60 
86 
72 
72 
48 

8 

145 

--
1 
1 

drawing box \tith colours t 
portable \vorking\case f 

RI';. 708 

50, 

Rs. 758 
1\Iany other instances might be recorded, which go to show that 

tho~gh no large or con&picuous campaign was undertaken. yet Lieut. 
Graham ard· his men were kept continually at work.' Almost 

19 
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everyone of his letterlt contaim. refer('nces to di.fficult outpo!>t tIuty. 
arduolls hill climbing, long marches, and so forth. 

A wearisome and unseemly wrangle was also kcpt up with 
Government. The officers' anowa~ceil' were cut, the men's bhatta 
was reduced, the posj~ion of the Regulars attached to the corps was 
depreciated. Old and bad, arms and ammunition were supplied, a~d 
such ~eccssaries as tents had to be fought for. To modern minds 
it; may be' hard to conceive that the ultimate au~ority responsible 
for tJ1C corps was the High Court, or Sndar Fauzdari Adalat. Y ct 
I;uch was the case, and no doubt the ubsolute ignorance of the grav(' 
amI reverend judges ot' military matterr; explain!> their want. of 
sympathy for :the crying needs of'the corps. 

In i838 Lieut. Browne, ~nd in command, died ill the Jamner 
jungles, and LieuUiorris succeeded~ Lieut. J. W. Auld, of the 26th 
~. I., was appointed Adjutant. It may-entertain officers of th(' 
present day to know that bardly was Lieut. Browne-cold in his grav!' 
before the Account... Department discovered that he had overdrawn 
some allowances, and endeavoured to mulct bis estate. 

In 1839, Capt. Graham had a short campaign in the jungl{' 
of Baglan, Pimpalner. and Navapur, bordering on the Dungs, ngailll,t 
11 rabble of thieve; ading under some of the peU,y local Chief". No 
details are forthcoming, except that the Rajas of VaKurna, Chichli 
and Glldvi Dungs had loott>d villages in Peint /lnel Baglan, and that 
the country near Navapur was much disturbed. All available men 
of the ·Bhit Corp" were called out, but what' actual lighting occurred 
doe& not transpire. Most likely the rebels succeeded in escaping 
into their trackless jungles without suffering much punishment. 
Two i~portant result&. I:owever, followed. One was the increase of 
the Bhil Corps by a • Dang levy' of 75 J1len for local duty. 
Recruits were at first hard to obtain, but It start was made, and a 
free .admixture" of trained officers and men 'tram the parent corp" 
bei.ng"allowed, the lev)' became a success. In two years' time it Was 
reported fit to lake its place as a component part of the dillciplined 
corps. 

-The second result of "the Dan"g operations was It long and well 
considered report on local conditions round NavApur. Tb(' eountry 
WaS long noted for its ('xcellent cultivation. Tavernier, the -oM 
French traveller, makCl> tt special note of the prosperity of Navapur 
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ina the excellence of itrr rice, whicll waS preferred to any in India. 
Capt. Graham rt'ports that aU signs of prosperity hnd vanished, 
tha.t tile condition of t~e people was wretched, and that under the 
sway ,of beggarly chieftains and unprincipled revenue contractors, 
n'latters were going from bad to worse. Such police as there were, 
were nominated from among the personal hangers-on of "this or 
that chieftain, w!!re in perpetual arrears of pay, and had neither 
the power nor the inclination to preserve the peace. Capt Graham 
makes proposals for the better policing of the country, for exacting 
work from the hereditary guarcHans of tho pab5es, and above all for 
the re-eatablishment of.the W. Hhil Agency. 

It is easy to see from Col. Robertson's correspondence· that 
about 1825 the Bhil Agents in the west and south of the province 
were his right-hand men. On them he relied to reclaim the savages, 
put the land under cultivation, and administer justice. They also 
had troops at their command, so that they could secure the frontiers 
by suppre:~sing local risings. The records arc full of appreciation 
by. Government of the work of Capts. Rigby and Ovans .. Yet the 

.~.hl"Agency was~, and the~gency was 
('''!!I1>i~~ with th~~ffia:.. of !!nd ~mma~f the Bhil C~. Ail 
the hcadquartcr... of the agency were a~ l~d and thosc of the 
(-orps at Dharangaon, it is obvious that neither duty could be wcll 
performed: Trie results of this parsimonious' policy are show~~ -alS 

fllr as'theW: Agenci is' 'concerned,' in Ii most unpleasant lIght by 
Capt. ·Gl'aha~. • 
,~" "fhirt period of the corps' history, though deficien~ in actual 
n~htin-g. is notcwotthy for, tl~e carcful organization by the Con;­
~andant of the enormous quantity of detachment duty expectelof 
his corps. That this duty, cxtcnding over a province 180 mil~s 
long and 100 miles broad, was cheerfully performed by the men, 
IifJd resulted in no complaints from Government or the public, is a 
",tatter of credit to aU concerncd. In answer to a 'query from the 
,\fintaty Board IlS to the duties of his' corps, Capt. Graham report~ 
as under. The horsemen referred to are from the Poona Auxiliary 
H?rse. small hodies of which corps formed the mounted police of tIle 
. tlis~~Ict. .. .I, 

The Horsemen and Phil cerps are stationed in eighteen posts 
'" over ~ ~urfa~c of country extcnding 180 miles in lcngth and 
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upwards of 100 miles in breadth; they guard all the ilisUU:t 
jails and trear,uries. escort prisoners and treasure to head­
quarter&, form the ebcort parties of the Collector an~ his 
Assi"tant, Civil Engineers. etc.. and have for the last five ye$rs 
been di5tribu~d on posta along ,the frontier of the troubled 
districts of the Saa.tmulla Range. the Dang and the Saat.pura 
Mountains, having in their keeping every post in Khandes 
formerly held with such los8 of life by the troops of the 
Line. The bazar, opium, magisterial, and Mamletdu's 
guards at Dhoolia., to the amount of 70 men on daily duty. 
are also furniahed from the Bheel Corps whose total of men 
absent on duty from headqu,artcrs amounts to (628) six 
hundl'ed and twenty-eight. In cases of aggression from 
beyond the-irontier as well as of internal gang robberies th~ 
nearest post is marched to the scene of disturbance to act at. 
tbc requi&ition of the Police authorities. 

(Signed) D. C. GRAHAM, 

Commanding BkeeZ C0rt,. 

Beion concluding thii> chapter. it is nec~8.Ilary to allude to the 
de;cendants of the Khandesh Bhil Corps. 1'he_, ColJcctox9 _of 
!!~'tlia:_an~,~ m~d~Jlcd th~ir ,~o~ict: f.o;;-s,o!l it as far _~s 
~~gl1t.h~. , . 

How Outram called for u. strong detachment to GJl.iwth, to assist , 
in forming the local Koli Corps. has .already been describW. 
Further, at Outram'6 instanCe, volun1eer6 were aued from the 
Khandesh Bhil Corps tc) assist in embodying a local...corps in !!~ 
This corps is still in existence, and is thus 8., direct descendaJ;lt of the 
Khandesh Corps. Not actually tlssisted by men from Khandesh. 
but modelled on the corps at Outram's sqggestion. is the Mewar 
Bhil Corps. The letter written by Outram i.o advocate its t;"rmatTc; 
~ 

will clearly sho~ this, and incidentally is of great interest as it 
pl'oves how Outram traces the success of the Khandcsh Corps f4 the 
foresight and genius of l\Iountstuart Elphin8tR~e. 

'SIR. 

In compliance with your request I have the honour to (<ttward 
to you the under-mentioned documen~ relatipE{ to th!! Bheel 
Corp", which I raised in Candeish and lately cOlllmanded. and 
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1 tiueerely hope that, the success which has' aUended that 
measure and the beneficial r~8\11t& accruing from it, may 
eacourage the officer appointed to raise the Serohie Legion 
to embody his corps from among the feudat.ory tribes it is 
intended t() keep in check, which foreign mercenaries 01' any 
other class of soldiery will.:never, I am confident, so effectually 
restrain, howe\'er highly disciplined may be 'bhe' men 01' 

zealous the officers. 
!to Through the Candeish Bheel Corps Government luts secured 

the whole of that cllj.Ss in the province (calculated at one­
eight of the popUlation) and the internal peace of that 
extensive district, formerly the most disturbed in this pre­
sidency. The corps also effectually checks aU the wild 
tribes occupying ,the jungles beyond its frontier, the strongest 
in India. There is also a great pecuniary saving besides, 
the Bheel Corps not costing one half of the establishmenh 
which have been disbanded in conselluence of its succeSS (viz. 
a ~ocal Corps of Infantry, 200 Auxiliary Horse, and ala~ge 
body of District Sebundy). There ill a saving also of re­
missionb which formerly amounted to a large sum on account 
of the plundering, burnings, aull ravages of the'Bheels. 

S Consider a'180 the- expen&e of Batt,. and.l<'ield Eqaipments to 
troopll of the Line (which were ,annually and ineffectually 
employed to suppr~:,;s the Bheels in whole Brigades), the 
wear and tear . and injury to regiments, caused, by large 
,detachments of regular troops, which were maintained 
at the most unhealthy outpo~, the g,eat increase 
to th,e pension list (to which Regiments serving in Candeish 
bcntthree times the number of disabled scpoys to those serving 
in any other part 01 the Bombay Presidency) the expos~re 
of European officers (whose tours of duty in Candeish was 
formerly looked upon as a mere toss up for life). All these 
diiadvantages have been removed by the happJ! meaSlife of 
securing to our interest the turbulent tribes whieh caused 
til. injury. 

• Even did we not benefit' so 1mbstantially as I have pointed 
out, ~ humanity of the nteaoure' alo}te should advoeate its 
adoption. and I do humbly think that the !Bost blellsed act of 
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Mr. Elplnru,tone'e public Iifi! was inslsting on entertaining 
and in trusting Bhee1 soldiery-notwith&ta.Dding the repeated 
btrenuous oppor.ition of the local officers who dreaded the 
danger of the a~mpt. His superior mind foretold the 
advantagcs which 1W0uld result from Bheel rcform (the con­
bequence of its success) and that ltUCeCS8 mUbt ever' attend a 
measure founded on humaniLy and mercy if propcrly pursued. 
Wcll would that. great man now be rewarded, could he visit 
Candeish, and !!ice t.hc state to which lIc has been the c~use of 
raising the formerly millerable anti out.ca"t. BheeJ, who now 
mixes with the highest castes on an equality and. feelll an 
equal interest in the protlperity of the land to that of our 
mOllt loyal subjecis • 

.5 Innumerable are thc proofs I could adduce of the gratitude of 
the Bhecls of Candeillh to our Government and of their devo­
tion to us'in our servicc, but were I to dwell on tliese ltubjects 
ar. my heart would dictate, I shauld trausgrcbs far on your 
time and patience. l wm therefore merely now mention thc 
superiority of ~beel troops. l~or mountain warfare they 
are ,admirablc Light Infantry and cheerfully follow 
their officers whcrever they ~li1l lead. wbich you" personally' 
witnessed in the deb.chment you. law on my e"cort iit . Oody· 
pDQr. Though engaged only for Local Service in Candcibh. 
tQese men had undcrt.s.ken.. a march oJ.l,flOO miles. 

6 In' proof ·of wbat: I ]~ave,advanced· I have the h~nour to 
forw8,fd 'severa] insto.lice& 'of the ,good bcrvices of the COrpll 

(in addition 'to the documents you req'uired, tshowing the, 
mocle of raising it, ,,'hich are contained in No.1)' viz. No.2, 
the copy ~f 8. report of 'Ii skirmillh bclween young Bhed 
recruits in our service and their clansmen opposed to us, to 
prove their udelity and spirit on the first opportunity I had 
of putting them to triaL . 

1 The pa.pers (No. S) (ou the subject'of the settlement of a 
jungle territory boraering Cln the west of Candoish called the 
Daung which our troops had never herotofore 'ventured int.o, 
though OUr Surat and', neghbouring distric'tll 'had 'sulered 
from the 8nnul+l jnr~ad& of !the 'Bheels froin there Tor llal£. 

'century pa.st, to' check which permanent 'military detachmenb 



LIEUT. GI.AH&'M, COMMANDANT. 151 

bad always be~n lI1ain~ined 011 the border} are given to 
show the power which Bhecl Agen~ giveS over similar tribes 
in wild districts. Troops of the Line alone never could have 
succeeded, but the Bheel Corps (though not particularly 
mentioned) was the actual machinery with which I ,vorked, 
and through it, I secured the rude Bheel allies ,and accom. 
plished in one month without bloodshed. what 'WOUld have 
been nttended with much loss of life and very doubtful 
IIUCCC&S had Regulars been employed. • 

8 No.4 is advanced JlS an (·sample of military service of the 
Bheel Corps and to show )1011' cordially and successfully it 
acts in concert with troops of the Line. The part of the 
Satpoora Mountains and Nemar where we operated on that 
occasion, is the strongest country I can conceive (and almost 

totally unknown) although I have penetrated all the wildest 
haunts' on thi~ side of India, those dividing thi8 eountry from 
Meywar not excepted. 

9 No.5 is an in.5tance of the extraordinary efficiency· of the 
Bheel Corps as police, In tl;i'l case not only did a' score of 
Bheel sepoys seize upwards of 500 Bheels and other desperatc 
eharaciers, hut they also procured the evidence necessary t,o 
eOllvict the guilty and were the only guards over them during 
a month. I was occupied on their trial with the dis­
advantage of hav~ng only an extensive Gp.rry. to confine 
them in, and with no means of separating, ,fettering, or 
shutting them up, so that nO.hhing but the vigilance of the 
Guard could prevent any attempt on the part of. the prisoners 
to overpower it. To this I will add for yoqr in(ormation 
th~t the evidence wa& so complete that of 158 prisonErs who 
were committed!. ol1ly 141 were acquitted, and the whole of' the 
re~t ~ere ;enteneed to various terms of from 7 to HLyears. 

10 These instances have been adduced to show the nature of ih 
. sel'vice, and thus. hao; the corp" been constantly el?lployed 

ever since Decembet 18~6, now neal'Iy 10 years, ~duriflg which 
it had never (wltl'n I left a year ago) failed in a Ringle 
in!>tance of effecting tJH. ohj<'<'t l'cquirl'd. and with such 
addrcsll and activity a'l genl'rally to accomplish it immediately 
"nd without bloodshed. Whether apprehending offenders 8S 
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-police, or sllppres!.mg Ilnd dihpcrRil1g rehellious bands, it had 
never betrayed a trust either of prisoners. treasure, or pro­
pert y. No· other punishments hn ve beeu in8icted on i.lll 
members than dismissal from the ('orps (except in one or. 
two instanees of individuals having been made over to the 
civil power for petty theft after dismissal' from the corps 
with public disgrace). Though Bheels are prone to drunk­
enne!>s in their wild state, an instance of any excess of that 
nature is now scarcely ever heard of in the corps. from which 
the offender is invariably dismissed on repetition of the 
offence, and in the first instance if on dut.y. 

11 I also send three !eports of the Collectors of Candeish, one 
by Colonel Robertson. dated 18th March 18~5, before the 
commencement of the Bheel reform, another by G. Giberne, 
Esq., dated..lOth November 1828, after its accomplishment, 
and a third by Mr. Boyd oC later date. tbat you lRay com­
pare the state of that country at those periods. 

I!! I am induced to transmit such very voluminous documents 
in the anxiet.y that you should be fully impressed with the 
advantages of engaging a portion ot the wild tribes oC your 
frontier to control the rest, having beard that a bod, of 
troops is about flo be established at Serrohie for that pur­
pose. Should it be chiefly composed of Bheels and Kholiell 
as Infantry and the Rajputs of the country 11& Horse, and 
should &imilar measures be adopted on this side of the border 
(which I have had the honour to recommend and submitted 
for your consideration)p I woulJ confident..ly progn08ticat.e a 
Slimilal' happy result to what ~as rewarded us in Candeish! 

18 Annexed is a present state of the Candeish Bheel Corps and its 
expense. You ~il( obgerve that. there are 67 Uegularsi this is a 
draft from the Line permanently attached to the Bheel Corps, 
but. ~etaining the pay and privileges of the Line, the remain­
ing 80!! are Bheels, total 869; these are divided into nine 
Companies. to each of which is attached a Bugler and a 
Bheestee, the whole expen&e of the Corps (exc1&4ve. of 
European officers) being Rupees 5~65t monthly. 

I have the honour to be,. etc. 
(Signed.) JAMES OUTRAlI, 

Political Agent. 
MhYMkounw. 
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Outram 'continually alludes to the Khandesh Bhil Corps as the 
fh'st of its kind. The Court of Directors, however, evidently compared 
it with that raised among the Pahadyas by Cleveland of Bhaga]pur. 

The following ill I\n~trltct f~o~ a De~patch from the (~L 
1'~~~~~J..- --

The admirab1e conduct of the officers to whom the immediate 
executive ..duties were confided, especially of Maj or Ovans and 
Lieutenant Outram, has been the means of effecting a com­
plete change in the habib of the Bheel tribes. 'They have 
universally abandoned their predatory habits, they are now a: 
prosperQus ag~ieultural community, from among them a c6rps 
has been formed, which has attained so high a state of discipline 
and efficiency that to its protection the tranquillity of the 
country is now in a gl'eat degree confided, and by its means a 
degree of security, both of person and property, appears to 
be maintained, which is scarcely excelled in any part of India. 

3 This signal instance of (what we have so often impressed upon 
you) the superior efficacy of CDnciliatory means in reducing 
uncivilized and predatory tribes to order and obed~enc~, is 
o,!!e of the most gratifJing events in the recent hi.story of 
British India and we trust that the success of your measures 
will Impress ,t?-pon ollr.ll!~~ Government ~he 'policy as well as 
tti~' iltimanit'y_oLpur~l!i!lg Jllt: ~a-me course in aiI similar cases •. 
'This-;is;-;nd benevolent po1ici;aSlirstad~pi-;d bytlielate-
1\11'. Cleveland in the District of Baugulpore some fifty years 
ago, and was attended with singular-suc<ress in reclaiming the 
hill people of that district from a state of the utm!Jst barbar­
ism, and the memory of that excellent officer is, we understand, 
held in reverence, even at ~he present day by the rude tribe,; 
who inhabited the hills as well as by -f.he inhabitants of the 
more civilized portion of the distriet. 

We de&ire that you will communicate to Major Ovans and Lieut­
enant Outram, our particular approbation of their conduct. 

We are, etc., etc. 
London, the 1st April, 1835. 

\ 

The explanat,ion of the paradox would appear to be, not that 
Outram was ignorant of Cleveland, but that Cleveland's corps was 
mor:e of the nature of the defunct Khandcsh Loca1 Battalion, a col- • 
lection of Irregulars with purely local duties, ratller than a trained 
IJ.nq organized re~iment of Light Infantry. 



CHAPTER X. 

CAPTAIN MORRIS. ACTI!'."G (,OMMANDAST, AND 
CAPTAIN GRAHA1\! CO::\Il\IAX~ANT. 

THE days of regular organization and steady devclopement were 
destined to end immediately after, tJ~~ _ca!l of [~laln,11raha1n.to 

th~es~~~!. ~ o~ sec~et. s,c_rjic.e.,:. In the hot weather of 1_81'1 an 
insllrrection broke: out among the Bhils between the Tapti and Nar­
bada, to the nOl:th and lVest of the Sindva Pass, whidl necessitated an 
active campaign. The Collector was reluctant to resort to arms Ilnd 
Government -even l'eproached him for hi..~ delay. TIle force which was 
subsequently assembled in May consisted of 100 inen at the Bhil 
Corps, 60 of the Poona Auxiliary Horse, and 50 of the 22nd N. I. 
under a Subedar. In a few days the!>e men had marched to the NaT­

bada, had a skirmish in very bad country, anel put t~ flight the gang. 
Caphin Morris' letter here reproduced is brief enough. But consi 
dE-ring tllat the Satpura Hills Ilear the Al.rllni, wllCre the operations 
took place, arc 4,000 ft. high, and so bleep that even a ,mundl'd 
bison cannot charge up them, considering also that the "hnr1e temIJt'­
rat lire in l\Iay is between 112:) and HWo, and thllt walel' is VC1'y 

scan'c, the work must have been none ot' the lighte ... t. 

To 
R. K. PRINGLE, ElIq., . 

SIR, • 

COLLECTOR 01' KliANDl'.I!H, 

KUNDOORBAR. 

I have the honour to report I have l'cccived information of llham-, 
Ilia Naik having been Idl1ed by ~ome of the hOWarf> of' l\fajor 
Pettingal's Detachment on the flflnd inbtant. . 

2 It nppeal's that he left his gang with '1\ few follC)\\er~ allli pro­
ceeded to the ravine where the sl..it'mish took place bet-wet'll 

my', detachment amI part of his gang oil the Ust inbtant to 

ascertain, i~ is supposed, . wheLlIer the person kiUed on that 
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occasiOn. was hi... brother-in-law or not and that dUl'ing his 
stay there a party of Horse fell in with him and killed bim 
after a short &truggle. 

a Previous to hearing of his death, I had made arrangements to 
attack him and his gang this morning at daybreak, and 
accordingly marched upon this spot where I ,!,as sure of com­
ing upon them, but after a harassing uight march over a 
rugged and difficult road I arrived here only ,to learn of the 
dispersion of the whole gang on account of the report of his 
death having reached them. 

-l! I intend following the cattle up and expect to be able to re­
cover them in a day or two. 

S I also have planned an attack on Dowlea'l> stronghold as sao II 
M my spil's return. 

I have the honour to ue, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Camp Babrcc, Uth Mag lS41. 

W. T. MORRIS, 
Bheel Agent. 

Probably it \\ a" ill this expedition that the great drUlll or 
Xugara of the Bhil Corps, now in the Police Training School Mess at 
Nasik, was captured. 

The effect of the capture or death of the Bhil leader was 
in!>tantaneous. Captain 1\lorris'wlls immediately able to return to 
Khandesh, the infantry were sent back to Malegaon, and quiet was 
restored. It is notable that Khaja Sing, Outram's nominee (or the 
Sindva Pass wardens,hi p, acquitted himself creditably on this 
occasion. 

The Rains of ISH were llardlyover, when disturbing news callle 
from the east of the province. A poerson dressed as an ascetic had 
proclaimed himself to be the Ex-Raja. of Nagpur, had descended C 

from the Illlls to the north of Derar, in the country between the Tapti 
and Purna Rivers, hail occupied JaJgaon Jamod, the principal town of 
the neighbourhood, and was sprea.ding his usurpation over that part 
of India. His forces were reported to number from 3,000 to 5,000 • 
men. Letters from hilD inviting' recruits for the rebel army were dil>­
covered. In short. an attack 011 Khanaesh ftom.the east was imminent. 
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The means of communication were scanty and irregular. but sufficient 
news was received to cause troops to be masse$l at Allirgadh, whil!! 
the co-operatum of H. H. the Nizam's forces was invited Ilnd the Dhil 
Corps, under Captain Morris in Raver and Captain Auld in Bodvad, 
lined the frontier. Fortunately a bold coup by the Nizam's 
troops effected ,the capture of the" Ex-Raja," and the c:lkpersion 
of the rebels, but this happy .ending did not occur until the Bhil 
Corps had undergone a great deal of harassing work. 

Early in 18~~ Lieutenant Hoare rc!oigned the Adjutancy on the 
ground of incessant ilI-heaIth,and Ensign Huntei" was appointed in hiM 
stead. He was duly sworn in as Assistant to the Collector ond 
Magistrate, and the formal oath il; pre~erved. It is interesting 
enough to reproduce := 

I James Hunter appointed Assibtunt to the l\1agil>trate of the 
Zilla of Candeish (10 solemnly declare t.hat I will to the 
best of my ability preserve the peace of the 8aid Zilla i that 
I will act with impartiality and integrity and will not exact 
or receive, directly or indirectly or I..no\\ingly perlllit any 
person under my control or in my service to exact or receive, 
directly or indirectly, any fee, reward or emolument whatever, 
in the execution of ~r on account of any matter relating to 
the duties of my office excepting such as the orders of the 
Governor in Council do or m~y expressly authorize, and that 
I will perform the duties of my office, according to the best 
of my knowledge, abilities and judgment, conformably to the 
regulations that have been 'or may be passed by the Governor 
in Couneil. 

JAMES }IUNTEU, 
Al8istant Magistrate. 

Declared before me thi~ 18th day of May 1842. 
V. T. MORRIS, 

Assiatant M agiatrate. 

The new l\djutnnt did no~ arrive m time to take part in II. 

campaign which was organized ill the spring ,of 18U. A )ear ago 
the Bhils to the west of the Sindva Pass had been di~perbed. Tru6 
year tliose to the east were attacked. ',fhe troops employed were all 
from the Bhil Corps, with some Poona Irregular Horse. In order 
to make more men available. the numerous guards at Dh,!!.tia wetf 



CAPTAiN ,lIlORRIS, COl\1MANDAN'r. 15"1 

supplied by the Regulars. Captain Auld was called up from Kannaa 
tlnd as&i"ted Captain l\lorrill. The operations are summed up in a 
Despatch from the Collector, of which an extract is here given:-

Captain Morris commenced his operatioO!J about the beginning of 
March, when be was joined by his second in command, Captain 
Auld, who was withdraw.n from the duties of his agency 
at Kunnur, the situation of Adjutant of the corps being at 
th~t time vacant. The accompanying documents No. 1 to ~6 
are the successive reports of the progress of his operations, 
together ~ith the ,:olIateral correspondence with the authori­
ties in l\1alwa ,and Nimar to which they 'gave occasion, and 
the last in the series No. ~5 is his final report of th~ nature 
and resu1t::J of the operations to which I would solicit the 
bpecial attention of Government. 

l'rom these documents ~he H. E. the G. in C. will learn that Cap­
tain Morris by a series of persevering and well directed move­
ments has succeeded in ~he full attainm'ent of.his object before 
the approach of the rains. The western tract of the Satpoora 
Hills has been thoroughly scoured and a salu~ry awe has 
been impres.sed on the Bheels in that quarter, who had so 
often disturbed the peace of the surrounding country with 
impunity. Of their five principal leaders four have been 
apprehended and the fifth and most notorious was killed in 
an attempt to resist his captor". Of the follow~rs 163 fave 
been seized, and, with the chiefs, await the ulterior proceed­
ings wllich justice or policy may require. 

Captain Morris recommends the establishment of a Satpura 
BhiI A~ncy, with power to create and finance agricultural settle­
ments, :.imilar to that already working iIi the Satmalas. He also· 
deplores the state of the country near Chopda and Yaval. which had 
been taken over from Sindia, but again handed back to him. He 
note!> that as long as' it remains in Sindia"s hands, so long mUl,t the 
peace of the jn·ovillce suffer, the foreign territory being regarded 
by the BhiI rebels as a safe asylu111. The Collector. however, -holds 
out no hopes in either direction. 

III this campaign Khaja Sing again gave. valuable assistance, 
and was rewar~ed with Rs. 100 for capturing one of the rebel 
Chiefs. 
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During 18.J.:J Cuptltin l\1orris seeDlS to have, introduced ovci' 
the province generally a system which was already in force in the 
Southern Agen('y, to "it. the compulsion of all village Bhils to 
1'1'('l)ent themselves before the Patil for ,roll call, or • hazari.' This 
~ystcu1 still exist.&, and given an lloncet Patil, is most useful in the 
detection of crime. A Bhil who has been absent from roll caU is I,\t 
ollce put under suspicion of ha.ving been away for no honc&t 
purpose. To be absent on their lawful occasions, all the llhils 
have to do is to procure a • chit' from the PaW, stating t1lcir 
names and rebidCllce, and the purpose or their journey. 

In the llOb weather of 184,8 Capt. l\Iol'ri!; was sent "-0 tl~c 
Dangs to meet Mr. Boyce, Government Timber Agent. He traversed 
the "hole western part ,of the province, nnd took the 0vp0l'tunity 
again strongly to' recoin mend the l'ep]ucclIlellt Of the Westcl'll llhil 
Agent. Incidentally he made some remarJ,,8 on the condition or tlH' 
Dang timber trade, which apparently attraded little notice at tnc' 
time. They are, however, a sufficiently clear statement in themselves 
of tIIC policy adopted by Government 60 years later, unfortunately 
after rm\ch of the belo>t fOl'c&t had been ruim.oU. 

, The tract of coulltry c/tlled the Dang js our bouth-w.cstcrll 
boundary, and its inhabitants lhough wild and naturally 
predatory. yet I trust will soon improve. The Chiefs like the 
other petty Rajahs are swayed by money·lenders into 
whose debt they are easily led, and the pl'oduce of their 
country is then taken to repay a debt which the, money­
lenders take good carl' is never finally settled and which the 
recklessness of the Chiefs, ~heir wantonness and ignorance 
increases, instead of decreasing. The re-establishment of the 
Western Agency as suggested in my letter to the Collector. 
dated ~7th May, 184.1, wo~ld do much good, but as the Dang 
Chiefs are quite independent,' all attempts at improvement 
should occasion such apparent and real advantage as would 
at once induce them to adopt them, for instance, recruiting 
a company of men from the Dang in the Bheel Corps ill no\\­
felt an act of kindness lind consideration towards Ulem, 
and the superintendence of an Ag£'I1t to ,w]lom they could 
apply for advice and in whom they hnd confidence would do 
mOr\! to reclaim ,them Lha .. al1ythi,ng ellie, but \\c mm,t firllt 



quietly point out to them the way to drar themselvl's 
fro 111 the power of the money-lenders and that then the 
produce of their' country will soon turn to their own 
advantage. But another great drawback to the pro~perity 
of the Dang and one which will keep the inhabitants ,ill its 
present miserable stllte until measures are adopted to reclaim 
them, is, thab the principal produce of the Dang being 
teakwood, and the traffic for ye~r& having been almost 
entirely carried on with the inhabitants ,of Surat, they 
purchase' the tinest timber almost for nothing, and the spirit 
in wbich this traffic is carried on, being for mere personal 
gain, nothing is looked to by these traders but actual profit. 
The mischief of such traffic t<? the improvement of the Dang 
is evident and nlu&t, if allowed to continue, drain the country 
of ib finest timber without any returns. I I am aware of a 
Naval Officer having been sent up to examine and report on 
this timber and open a traffic for it, but these Chiefs, like 
other Chief&, look to the authorities with whom communi­
calion on all matters concerning them is authorized, and 
any other negotiation thaI} the'established one would fail, 
lind it i'i. my Iru'mble opinion that more could be done through 
the authorities of Khandesh than through any other. I have 
110 doubt thel'.e Chiefs would willingly give up trafficking with 
the Surat traders if ou~ Government would open a traffic 
with them, and this change in tJlCir affairs would do more to 
['cclaim thesc inhabitants from their wild :-.tate and to throw 
It little wealth into their hallds, than' anything I know. 
Besides this advantage it would be a mercy to save so un­
tutored a race from their ~resent actually miserable con~ition,. 
which is in a great measure to be lJ.ecounh,d for from our 
little intercourse with them and the' ruinous h-affic whieh has 
heen carried on with Surat. All Agcnt from the Indian' 
~avy of conciliato['y disposition a/l(1 well acquaint,cd with 
the language. if sent to the Dang tl[rough the Collcdor of 
Khandcsh, might in the proper season visit every part of 
this country and report on the timber, ~t1t I would respect­
fully liugge~t thal all communication on this point. should 
o1'ig illate from the Khandesh Collector as hitherto done. 
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Beforr the rains of 1843 set in. two more (listurb/lnc~s took I,lace. 
A gang appeared in the Satmalas east of KanD/ld, and was dealt with 
for the time being by H. H. the Nizam's troops, the Bhil Agent merely 
keeping watch on the frontier. Two fl'(>&h rebels collected a gang in the 
SlI.tpurlls. As no E~l'opean officer was at. hand, the Subedar-Major 
of the Bhil Corps was sent after them with 50 lpen. This is the 
nrst t.ime a native officer was sent out to activ~ service.in in depend. 
ent command. The gang was dispersed, but the leaders escaped. 
owing to the apathy 01' treachery of Sindia's authorities at Yaval. 

Captain Graham returned to the command in June, and Captain 

Morris took over the K~miad ,Agency, and lend in ~mE1~8:~d! ,office. 
He ';t once found it nece&sary to hunt dOWn the Satmala gang, 
under Bahrrya Naik, aT,ld undertook a chase through the mountains, 
which lasted a mOJlth, and (,an have been no pleasant job in July 
and August. The man was Ultimately captured in a village near 
Pachora, where Sindia'lS authorities had long connived at his finding 
a refuge. ," 

The st.Rtements of Baherya Naik's gang, one of them h1s 
own brother, confirming their participation in Baherya's doings. 
are worth reading. They show the extraordinary mobil!ty of the 
BJ.li.l~! and the ra~ity -,with which news -;;Cthe P;'~:sp~ect of loot was 
circulated.-Tli~ storie& of these men. added to the depositions of 
others of the gang, too diffuse for reproduction. indica.te a series 
of raids, principally in the Satmalas, but extending to Pimpalner. 
the S~tpuras. Malkapur in Berar, and the Purna River in H. H.'s 
dominions. ' The gang was able to dissolve into thin air. or 
reassemble in fonnidable numbers, at a moment's ~otiee. The 
duplicity of Sindia's officers is also strongly elllpl~asized. 

Evidence taken before Captain Benjamin Baillie Johnson, Su· 
perintendent of the Regiment of Hill Hangers at the 
Boordane Camp. 

Evidence of Fukeera., alia!! Alldelya WuIlud Luddoo Naik and 
brother of Byri~ N ai~ of the Bheel caste and about the age 
of 3.') years, inhabitant of the village of Cl~eetzpoor in t.he 
Pachortt pergllnnah in tfle terr~t.ory of H. H. Sindia. 

On the 5th of July 18t.3 the above-mentioned Captain John!>on 
. having called me before hil~, directed me to state what 

I knew in the matter of Byria ant! Sew nam Naiks anel 
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warned me not to conceal anything but stnte the ,,:ho)e 
truth. I, 1herefore, declare that Dyria Naik eseaped from 
the Hydrnbad Jail, eame to the village of Kursan~, in the 
Jamnair Talook&, which is in the Honorable Compa.ny's 
Territory, and remained for six months in the hous~ of his 
father-in-law Doongar Naik who is a Wuttundar of that 
place, after which Byria Naik assembled _ 

1 Dongya Bhed of th.~ village of Langaon ('f\Iungaum or 
Langaum) in the Company's territory. 

I J eysingya- Bh~} of the above-mentioned villAge. 
I Nagya Bheel of the above-,mentioned village. 
I Doongya Bheel of the village of Cheetz Khaira m the 

afor~aid territory. 
The above-named four Bheels were concerned in the at.tack 
upon the Government, Treasury at Pimpulnair. . These and 
other ten BhecIs oC the village of Koorungee and Langaon, 
which are in lhe Company's territory, llyria Naik took with 
him to Sew Ram Naik at Mulcap.oor. HolY many Bheels 
he eolleetoo in the l\Iuleapoo'l' Purgannah I do not know, 
but thebe both Naiks having collected bands went to the 
Satpoora lIountains. These latter Bhecls had plundered 
a village Jatra or I'air and whilst carrying the booty into 
the Satpoora Mountains the bands of the first named Bheels 
met them. The result of this meeting was that Byria N aik 
and his band of Bheels'took by force the booty from the 
others and carried it to the village in whicl~ Sew R~m N aik 
bved, and there sold it. After this they plundered a village 
near th~ Satpoora Mountains and sold the booty in the 
,'illage of Langaon where Sew Ram Naik with his band 
remained. About one mOIl~h elapsed when Byl'ia Naik came 

.alone to t,he house of his sister-in-law, where he remained. 
This house is in the village of Hadsa, ill the Ootran Pur­
gannah, which is in the Company's territory. Thilo woman's 
name I do not know, but she is a \Vuttundareen. .From 
that place he came to me at the village ot Bhaje Cheetzpoor, 
which is in Sindia's territory, and he there told me what I 
JlItve above stated, adding that I had better go with him 
there, for there \vas plenty of booty to be obtained in that 

21 
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dire~tion. We told him we would not go, but if t1l1'l'(, 

was anything to be got in the villages 01' on the roltQIf 
round A.bout the place we were at we would accompany 
}Iim; on this Byria. Naik asked me and three or four 

other Bheels' what we expected to obtain where we were 
and he told Us that if we plundered on the road we t.hould 
get at any rate four rupees each and would be able to live 
comfortably. 

With this design we became the companiolls of Byria. Our 
inhmtions, Ilowever. were di~cov('red by Unwur Khan Desmuok 
of the Paehora Purgannab in Sindia's territory, who, there­
fore. &ent a sipahi to bring us to Pachora .• Then Byria 
~aik, Ramchundra Patel of the village of Bhaje Chectzpur, 
Bhamza FakeE'r alRo of- that place, Bhorjya Bheel, Naik 
()f the same villagE', and Rhamjee Bherl, Naik of thE' RerwA.n 
Pnrgannah, thcse having gone to Unwur Khan Desmook at 
l'achora, subscribed one rupee each and made to him a 
(. nuzzur" of ten rupees. The Desmook then told us on 

. no account to allow ourS/elv·es to be laid bold of, and to 
exercise our vocation without he!litation, but he prohibited 
the commibsion of any violence in either the Company's or 
Sindia's territories. On the Dukkun Ghauts, however. in 
Berar, and other places we might plunder a& much us we 

pleased, but that whawvC't booty we ohf,ained one half WIl" 

to be his share and the of-hel· our!>. To this we agreed and 
Byria with the rest of Ull left the plaec. 'Vc went to the 
viJlage of Kllnkralla whid! is below Rhuhgul·, in SinrJiu'" 
territory and remaining there collected forty men. Their 
111lme" arc as follows. 

1 Dyria Naik. 
1 I myself. 
~ men of the villllge of Bhaje Cheetzpur in Sindia's 

territory. vi:;.:-
1 Bhoorjya Bhed 
1 I~uri)a Bhrel. 
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6 BheeIs or the village of Nandole in Sindia's territory 
vi;;:-

I llhikun BheeI. 
I Khundoo Bheel. 
4 of Khundoo's brother& whose names 1 do not know. 

6 

11 Bheels orihe "Varree of Shewun, viz:­
I Guntiya Bheel. 
I Talkiya Bheel. 
I l\;funnoo BheeI. 
I Siwriya BheeI. 

4 

4 Bheels of the village of Sahrone in Unwur Kban Desmook's 
District in the PUl'gannah of Pachora in Sindia's territory, 
viz:-

I Mahloo Naik. 
I Ruguja BheeI. 
1 Tarrajee Naik 
1 Pandoo llheel: 

4 Bheels of the village of Goorano Khan in Sindia's territory 
viz:-

fMorkiya Bheel. 
1 Yeswant Bheel. 
1 Bhagiya Bhe~I. 
1 ~eerajee Bheel. 

:.:,. . ',.- i . 

3 Bheels of the village of Wal'rolee iJ}.~j.n4ia~s f;\jrJitory, viz.-
So\Vtoo Bheel and his brothers. . 
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4 Bheels of t.he village of Wurgaum Purgullnah of Pachora ln 
Silldia's territory. viz.:-

1 Urjoon Bhecl. 
1 Syel Nai~, a Wuttundar. 
2 Bheels whose names I do not know. 

10 Bhecls from the Company's territory as follows:-
2 Bheels of the village of Hqdsan, Purgannab Ootran. 
4 nheel~ of the viUage Kooroongee in the above fur-

gannah. 
1 Doongur Nail,. 
I Kaosul) Naik •. 
2 Sons of Kamoun. 

8 Bheels of the vil1age of Laj gaun :-
1 Jysingya. 
1 Bhariya Bhecl. 
1 Dongya Bheel. 
1 N agya Bhcel. 
1 Doongya Blleei. 
1 Son of Jysingya. 
1 Urzoon Bheel. 
1 Son of Urzoon Bheel. 

'the following 9 Bhecls belong to Sindia'll tel'ritory, vi:::.:-
1 Shamjee Naik BheeI. 
1 Goonya Naik Khoondale Julkee.­
J Gundya llheel Khoondale J ulkee. 
1 Changya Naik BIl(?cl of the vi1lage of Bllrukha,Pur­

gallnah, Wahlee. 
ll\1unya Nilik Bheel of Bheeldurree in the Untoor Pur­

gannah. 
1 HutJ'lYa. Naik of the above place, father-in-law of. 

Munya Naik. 
1 LaIlia. Bheel of Shaikpoor Khan. 
1 Lallia -Bheel. 
'l.-llhoorja Bheel. -
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The above-mentioned number of Bheels was collected and 
besides -the&e two Patels of the "illage of Nande in the 
Sawalde Baree Purgannah became our accomplices to give 
US intelligence; their names I do not know but they bore 
the relation to each other of l:lncle and nephew. Being all 
together we first plundered 011 the road a Jatra of Dewal­
gaum at the boundary of Seonee ; but a detachment of the 
Surkar's Sewars and Sipahies came after us and we fled from 
thence to the 'River Meh~ below the ~hauts. From this 
place we went to the village of Put-tar Godra which is near 
Pimpree and within the Company's territory. There ,ve 
entered the jungles. At this time the two Pate Is of -Nande, 
our givers of intelligence, were with us. They told us of 
the village of Nande in the Sawulde Baree Purgan~ah in 
Sindia's territory. We consequently in the evening attacked 
and plundered it. The Patels told us to burn it to the 
ground, but tIus we did not do. Leaving Nande we went 
to the Dhond Veehccree nulla at Tondapoor, and then divided 
the booty into two ahures, one of which we gave to those 
two Patels and kept for ourselves that which remained, of 
wbich each man received Ius share. We then separated and 
each man went to his house. One month had elapsed when 
Shamjee Naik of the village of Bhaepoor sent a mang to 
Byria Naik and myself at the village of Bhaje Cheetzpoo. 
That mang told us that Shamjee Naik of Seonee Bhakur 
sent iQtelligence that some wealthy tailors were eorning to 
thE} Muswah bazaar. He, therefore, requesied us to bring a 
band of men quickly. 'On hearing this Byria Naik and I 
took with us both the Bheels of our own territory and those 
ot the Company whose names 'are written down and went 
to the mountains of ' the Mhal of Vetal Warree where there 
are some vacated caves. At this place we met Changoo 
N aik and Shamj ee N aik Bhokurdunwalla. who qad collected 
thirty olen. 'Witb the Patels of Na~de 'We amounted alto--

" gethor to a band, of about sevellty mell." The whole being 
as~mbled,we remained that day there and' at night went 

:. to' tli[ _Village of Bllewpoor' in PIe Bhl:)~utduh"'Pdlrgannah 
-' and ,remained iri· the'jungle near that place. After staying 
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", 
there a day and night, we lay in wait early near the Awrianey 
road; there at about 9 o'clock in the morning we saw some 

'merchants and attacked and plundered them, they w~re eight 
ill number. Two of theM! merchants e&caped with their 
hones, the remaining six we plundered. }'rom them we took 
between (1500 and 1600) fifteen and sixteen hundred Chan· 
dore and Company's rupees, some copper coin, dishes, cloths, 
and whal:.ever property they had. }'rom.that place on that 
"ery dilY we lied to the deserted bide of the Poornah River, 
'near B1iokurdun, and had gone about Ii cos when we felI;n 
with two traders coming from that bazaar; these we plun· 
dered. They had only, forty rupees. and their wearing 
apparel 'which we took., Then we went to the Lone River 
where the s!ln set on us. At this !lpot Byl'ia Naik and 
Shamjce Naik divided the spoil into two pam taking one 
for the Deslllook of Pachora's share. :From the other they 
took their own shares and divided the remainder among~t 

us. lVe l'ccciYcd twenty rupccs each. The Naik gave & 

prescnt of belve rupees to the two PateL;: of Nande for the 
intelligence they had fUl'ni&hed. After thili Byria Naik, .1, 
all our men who had been collected and Shamjce Naik 
Bhokul'dunwnlia returned to Dhaje Chcetzpoor in our 3\\n 
territories and Changoo Naik went into his 011'11 territory 
above the Ghauts. This is the history of that robbery. 

After this occurrence Byria Naik and I remained a f"ew 
days at Bhaje Cbeetzpoor. There the Nande Patels sent 
intelligence to Changoo Naik that Captain Baillie Johnson 
Sahib had gone to Arungabad, that JlOW wa .. the time (01" 

work. and requested, therefore, that he would join thelll. 
Thil> intelligence Changoo Naik llent to us by one oC )Ii!! 
own men. On hearing it, we took with us, our ba.nd and 
litarted. On approaching the GhauUl, we plwider:ed a 
Dunia'~ goor and wheat and taking what we required fOI 

food proceeded, on our way to the village of Puttas, where 
we remained concealcd. At this time we bad nothing to eat 
and drink with us and, thr:reCore., gJlve, the wheat. we had 

, b~oJJ8ht to the Pa.tel of. PuttU tit: be ground; which he 
.e~uSed to'be done and we made bread and a.te ',it.·' Starting 



CAPTAIN MORRIS, COMMANDANT. .167 

thence we went to the N'undoo GIl/lUt tt) plundel1 that road. 
There thirteen of the Hahih's RowarR came in sight and 
we immediately concealed ourselves in a ravine. When the 
sowars were gone that same day at about :'3 o'clock in the 
afternoon we plundered a party of Momins of Dewulgaum 
who were coming from the Ooroo!! (fair) at the village of 
Sungus. Twenty men from- a viliage that was near came 
quickly !ho their assistance and we began to fire at each 
other. Just at this time the, sun set and during the night we 
returned to the place where we had taken our food. Hcre we 
reml\ined one day. 'Ve afterwards went on the Raheep Khair 
road and plundered the people of that village coming from 
t.he Dewalghaut 'Bazaar. We took t,he weapons of the 
Raheep Khair Chokydal's and tying the men's arms behind 
bh('ir backs w~nt awa,Y. At the ~pot where the Peepla Ghaut 
pa~ses by.Dhawra, we, in the evening, plundered some mer­
chants. After this we went into the Furdapoor jungle and 
halted. In consequen~e of the day having dawned we went 
and remained in the Gundya Mountains, which are about two 
cos from :Futdapoor. At night our band broke up and each 
man returned ~o his own hO~8e. About eight or ten days had 
elapsed when Byria Naik, Shamjee Naik, wi'th us and our 
people from below the ghauts, ,w~ose names are written 
above and besides these many poor people whose names I do 
no~ know, amounting in aU to aboulb sixty or seventy men, 
plundered the Khandesh people, the families of the Desh­
mooks of Burgaum, Parola, and seveJ.1al other people. This 
was done 011- the ghaut J.1oad leading to 'Chand Beebee;s 
J atra. The weapons and guns of the Seobundies who were 
guarding the ghaut were forcibly taken from them by Byria 
Naik. During the tumult occasioned by this ,attack the 
people of a village about a cos distant came running towards 
us blowing horns and beating drums with the intention of 
attacking ur.. We did not, however, fall i~to their hands and 
After exchanging a few shots the vllIagers l~ft us. We then. 
went to the mountains near the Fort .of Un1oor, where our 
band seplll'at,ed into two parties. Byria Naik took the 
I\11ltodcsh Bhccls and plundered a marriage party near the 
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village of Raksha in t.l\e Tonrlapoor Ghaut. On the ghnut· 
Shamjee Naik witJl his band plundered the Sconce hazlUtr, 
ncar Kalee Kurar. .We Ull'n recei\'Cd intelligence that It 

detachment of the Sahib's troops was marching to aUack 
us, and that RanIa. Xaik Julkeowalla also was bringing 1\ 

body o( men for the roame purpose. The moment we heard 
this we fled aU night and cnt~ring the Company's territorielt 
IHtlted on the bank of the River Gima.. Theil we learned 
t hat the intClligence' of the Sahib's and Hamil Naik's uct<tch­
lllenf;:,! being on the mal'ch was fal~e. B) rill N'aik and 
Shamjee Naik, thcrefore, collected two hundred men. I, at 

-- this time, informed them that the that.ch of my roof wanted . . 
repairing and I should, therefore, leave them, which I did and 
went to my house. What WI\<; tilt> iI('sign of Byl'ia Naik and 
Shamjee Naik and where they wcnt to after collecting FoO 

lnrge a band I do not klKJw. J and my three compnnions 
who arc now in nhrtje (,heetzpoor saw plllinly tJlIlt lie 
could not possibly e&('ape from the sudden attack~ of the 
Sllhib and consequently we I'cloolved to go into the pre!oellcc 
of ttlC Sahib, through the instrumentality of Hilma Naik. 
I myself, therefore, went and remained' at • the village of 
Khoopt~e, where Rama N aik took mc and brought me to 
you. I have stated truly the \\hole of the circumstances 
which occurred. 

Question.-Is what you have stated above the truth ? 
Answer.-It is true. 
Qu.estion.-What bave you .done with the property you t~ok ill 

all the robberies you have mentioned? 
Answer.-In the village of Garod Khaira in the Pachora Pur-

. gannah ther,6 is a celebrated Naikin and Karbaree of the 
name of Cheemee. To her we were in the practice of taking 
the plundered property. SIll' divided it into two shares, one 
of which she gave to the Desmook of Pachora, taking from 
the other her own share, that of Byroo and Shamjee Nails 
with the sum expended I'or. ammunition and the rest WM 

divided amongst Ulil. Besides thi!o, whatever gold and silver 
was brought, was, through the in~trumentality of Cheemee 
Naikin, taken to. a gold .. mith in the village of Nllwee in the 
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Pachora Purgann!Jh and being broken up by him, the 
proceeds were divided amongst us by the Naikin. 

Qucation.-Who were in the practice of giving you intelligence 
of the movements of detachments and what was going on 
in the ghauts and round about? . 

Answcr.-The two Nande Patels, whose names'I have given above, 
were in the practice of furnishing us with intelligence from 
hime to time. 

Qucstion.-Afl the time you plundered the village of Nande were 
Goonya and Gurdya Naiks and Koolal Julkeckur along with 
you or not? 

Answcr.-Gurdya and Goonya Naiks were with us when We 
plund~re~ Nande: 

Qucstion.-Was this ~aik's younger brother by nallle Tanya 
Naik an accomplice it} the plunder of Nande or not? 

Answcr.-He was not. 
Qucstion.-Where is Tanya Naik now? 
..4n8wcr.-He. is with Byria Naik. 
Qucstion.-Where was Byria Naik with his band when you left. 

him? ' 

Answcr.-Byria Naik having collected a band o~ from one to two 
hundred men was at the village of Wargaum in the Pachora 
Purgannah in Sindia's territory. It was his intention to 
collect more men when I left him and came home. He was 
collecting a very large band. I, therefore, thought it very 
probable that one day we should all be caught. 'The fear of 
this induced me to quit him and go home. I was present at 
Pachora. when two or three letters from the Sahib were 
received by the Mamletdar of ilhat place, th~ sense of which 
was, that the Bheels of his district were plundering. The 
l\Iamletdar read those letters and then Itore them to pieces 
in my presepce saying to Byria Naik and the others that 
until there was evidence against us he would not permit us 
to be sei~~d. 

Qucstion.-Of what caste are the people'of Byria's band? 
..4nswer.-There is It Mang. two Mahrattas. and Bheels, besides 

these Murree llheeleen of the Ootran Purgannah in the 
Company's territory brought to Byria's band about forty 

22 
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notorious Bheel robbers and murderers. In addition to these 
more Bheels were expected to join him from the Satpoora. 
Mountains, but their caste or whether they came or not I do 
not know. Murr~'s husband, hiwing conunitted some great 
robbery, had been caught and Bent to Dhoolia., for. this 
reason Murree brought forty men to Byria. 

Qucstion.-Where does Byria Naik usually reside P 
An8wer.-He frequently lives at Wuzur Khaira in Sindia's 

territory, where there is a female distiller who makes excellent 
spirits and for whom he has a regard. 

-Quc8tion.-Were the six Bheeis I showed to you Byria's a8SO~ 

ciates ? 
Anawer.-The six Bheels Sahib showed to me are not Byria's 

companions, but the associates of Seo Ram Naik. Let the 
Sahib ascertain the truth of what I now say. I have stated 
alII know. 

Date as above-Mark of the bow being the signature of Fu~ 
keera alias Andeia Naik WuUud Luddo Naik Bheel, iuhabi­
tal}t of the village of Chcetzpoor in Sinditl's territory. 

Witness Ram Naik Watchman of the village of Julkee in the 
Dhowra Purgannah in Sinilia's territory at present in tile 
abovementioned cantonment. 

Translation of a deposition of Duggroo Wd. Junglya before 
Cap~in Johnston on the above date. 

Deposes-Kapsea Naik told me to go and join Byria Bheel 
Naik's gang and get all information about it and him and 
to tell him that Byria's nephew had run off with my woman. 
On this pretence I went and joined the gang for ~O days 
and observed as follows--that since Byria Bheel Naik escaped 
from Hyderabad he joined Sewram Naik and Sewram and 
Chimmee Naikin.and her husband Mookya. of Goradkhera 
of Pachora Pergunnah. TIley with Byria and PachOl'& De8b. 
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mook and l\Iunsaram Pateel of Wurkheree and Daggroo 
Patee! of Wungaum and Rooperea Sonar of Wungaum all 
assembled at one spot ill 'pachora and they aU consulted 
together and took the oath togetller of the II Bel Bandara " ; 
then the Deshmook and two Pateels and Sonar above men­
tioned told Byria that whatever you rob and bring you take 
all the old clothes yourself and all the gold and silver, pots 
and pans, you take two "hissa" (shares) and we take one 
hissa and we will give you protection and give you up to no 
one and give no information of you, but you~ must'not rob 
in Scindia'~ and British country. This was a.ll agreed to. 
After Captain Johnston had gone to Byzapoor, Byria and 
Sewram Naiks assembled 70 persons and robbed, on the 
\Vaggree Ghant, the Dewalghaut Mussalmen, and then went 
Itnd hid in the Rohe~nkhera jungle and after three days 
attacked and robbed the Dewalghaut people going to Ro­
heenkhera, and the gang then went in the jungle of Sargaum 
Purganllil Mulcllpoor. Then a Mhar t~Id them the Sahib 
was coming to seize them, and the gang broke up, and wh~n 
the Sahib went to Pimpulgaum Raja then Sewram and 
BYri.a Naiks went to the hills of Goiroo M.atagaum, and 
hearing of troops coming against them they dispersed and 
a p'art of the gang ~ent to Lonar Mehkur and the rest of 
th: gang rested near Nurkhera in a "'Scinde bund" and 
afterwards atillcked and robbed the marriage~party on the 
To~dapool' Ghaut, and the Adjunta Bazaar people on the 
road and the gang then fled into Scindia's country and near 
Wujjur Khera at a place' called Bilkorah as~embled !!OO or 
300 people. The Sahib's troops came to Mulcapur and the 
lV1ahar of Mulcapoor ran and told Byria Naik of it and 
the gang di&perse<l and after this they attacked and robbed 
the Chand Bebee Ghaut and the property they brought into 
the Pachora jungle and sending- Chimmie Naikin to tIle 
village called the Deshmook, pateels and sonar as before 
written to the Naik, and they made three" hiRsa" of pro­
perty of which the Deshmook,.etc., took one hissa and ByrlA 
Naik took two hi&sa. The fire Rrms of the Sebundies of 
Chanq Bebee Ghaut al'e now in nudgaum umul Scindia with 
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Dllggroo Pated and this Pated also got !ohare of the plunder, 
and some of the property he has in his house now­

Qucstion.-You said Byria Naik assembled a. gang in BiI korn 
in Pachol'a, then how many assembled and their caste? 

Answer.-About 200 Bheels and 2 or Sl\1aharllttas and 7 l\Iangs. 
Qlhcstion.-How long did the gang of Bhecls remain Ilt BilJwra ? 

Answcr.-About 4 or [) days. 
Question.-Who fed them f 
Answcr.-The' villagers of Wujjurkhera, Kenll.rkherll., TurruI­

khera of Scindiah in Pachora. 
Question.-Do you know the ~ang who ~ook information to 

Byria from Mulcapoor? 
Answer.~I know n~t his naIne but I can reeognise him, and all 

the Man~of that Perganna always gllve Byria information 
of troops and therefore Byria gave them some of the stolen 

property. 
~~~~in Gr@am finany left t~e corp.~l.1eing appointed 

Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and Captain Morris n:5!J,l)1led .th.e 
"-------~-----
command. On leaving, he was asked to write a history of. opera-------- -- . - -bons among the Bhils up to date. He did so, and the report was 
printed. It contai~s an admirabill precis of the operation~, of which 

• some extracts may be quoted. They endorse as well as supplement 
what has been described in former chapters. . 
1825. 

A serious insurrection takes place in Banglan. Sewram, a black­
smith, 'producing forged papc.rs from the Uajah of Sattara, 
entiees the Baugian Bhl.'els to liis standard, his intrjgue~ 

c>.tending to the Dhaung and Satpoora range. Attack<; and 
plunders Untapoor with a party of 800 men and carries off 
the spoil to the Hill F'ort of l\Iolair. 

Ray Sing threatens the purgunnahs of Kannapoor and Pimplec 
and the Daung Bheels appear in force at the PIl'lse'l. A 
detacllment of the Local Uegiment arrives in time- to repel 
an attack on the town of l\Iolair, and !ohortly after Lieutfi'­
nant Outram surprises and disperses the insurgents nnll 
reco\"ers a great deal of the plunder. 

Sewram j .. seized and sent in by Govind Naik, a~d the greater 
portion of the Bheels who had been engaged in the re,bellion 
~ame in and received pllrdon, UlallY agreeing to set up 
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ploughs; the necessary arrangements are made by Mr. Grit· 
ham, the ~nd Assistant Collector. 

The country still continues in a very disturbed state and crime 
does not decrease. -The formation of a Bheel Corps together 
with conciliatory measures ordered by the Court of Directors. 

Chains of military posts are established along the foot of the 
Hills to intercept supplies and to act immediately upon 
information. 

The village PateIs discovered to be in league with the Bheels. 
Robberies and murders still frequent and .roads entirely unsafe. 

Lieutenant Outram after incredible difficulty slIcceeds in obtain· 
ing a few recrulLs. 

18fl6. 
A gang plundered BUl'gaon. 
The Scindwa Ghaub shut by Dhun Sing and Soobhb.nia returned 

from transportation. 
Sooltanpoor plundered. 
Depredations from the Daung. 
Detachments sent against Devchund and 30 of his f~Howers. 

killed in Sooltanpoor, but Soobhania repulses t~e party of 
regulars sent against him, wound~ng 22 sepoys and some 
horses. 

The Loharr/1. Bheels plundering the country: 
Detachments sent against them. the Deshmooks discovered as 

countenancing the Bheel plunderers. 
Bodwur disturbed by large gangs. 

18fl7. 
A gang formed under Khundoo and Mahadeo, near Scindwah 

attacks the village of Boorwarree. Lieutenant Outram with 
a detachment of the Bheel Corps surprises them after a 
night's march, the gang is completely dispersed with the 
loss of one of its leaders killed and several of the followers. 
A J emedar and "{ of the corps wounded on this occasion. 
The troops of the Line are relieved from outf;po~t duty by 
the Bheel Corps. 

18fl8 • 
. The Collector reports that for the last six months the country 

has for the first time ,during ~3 years enjo;red repose. 
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T}Il~ Blieel Corps is employed throughout the !'rovince in pu .... 
suing foreign marauders, escorting prisoners' and treasure., 
and furnishing outposts in situations where no one can exist 
,during the rains except natives of the spot. 

1829. 
~o complaint preferred during the season against any member 

of the corps. 
A school established at Head Quarters, to teach the Bheel sepoys 

Rnd their children. . 

The Daung Bheels plunder the village of Nagguree and Chore­
war. Bheel parties are posted along the frontier to prevent 
further aggressions until the season admit&- .of military 
operations.~ 

The magistrate reports the great decrease of crime throughout 
the Agencies and bears testimony to the high character the 
Bheel Corps bas gained. Large gangs assemble on the 
frontiers, restrict their depredations to the Nizam's territo .. 
ries, and are dispersed after much trouble. 

1830. 

An the available force of the Bheel corps and Auxiliary Horse, 
together with Ii strong detachment of regular troops, march 
QIl the Daung. A severe and harassing campaign ensues, 
owing to 'the excessively difli;ult nature ot the country. the 
rapid movements of the Bhee]s and the assistance universally 
afForded to the enemy by the Guicowar's officers. 

Every chief was, however. at length seized and' brought to Khan­
desh, where the claims of each wcre thoroughly sifted Ilnd 
settled. 

Great sickness prevailed amongst the troops after Uleir return 
from the ~aung. 

The cultivating Bhee]s in the agency gradually progressing in 
the work of reformation. 

1831. 
The Turveca are in 11 very disturbed state plundering the North~ 

east part of the Province. A detachment of Bheel Corps is 
marched under Lieutenant Outram to Yaw~l. 469 T~rvees 
/lre apprehended an£} 158'$en.tenced b, th~ .Crimin~l Judge, 
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l\Iajor Ovans repolts the increasing prosperity and reform­
ation of his colonies and the total success which has crowned 
his arduous labours. 641 Bheels at the plough. 

80!e4 Beegas under cultivation. 
ISS!. 

Province remains quiet. 
The Bheel Corps entrusted with the charge of the Dilttrict 

Treasuries. 
113 villages re-established in Chaleesgaon, Bhurgaon 'and Jam­

nair. 
18S3 •. 

The Naiks Eesniah and Hutniah plunder several villages in the 
'Sooltanpoor district. A large detachment of Bheel Corps and 
Horse penetrate ,the Saatpoora Mountains, scour the strongest 
passes. to the' banks of the Nerbudda, and seize the two 
insurgent Chiefs together with all the Naiks engaged, in 
the -disturbance. '533 Jaglias established in the Southern 
Agency. 

1835. 
Patties of the Bhccl Corps distinguish themselves at Boorhan­

poor, Oomerawutty, and .A:urun~abad, in apprehending 
Thugs. 

1836. 
The Bheel Corps Ilaving now arrived at a perfect state of dis­

cipline. and containing within itse~f such a number of influen­
tial persons of each tribe in the Province, no individual can 
remain in the country at large, if his apprehension be 
required by the magistrate. 

1839. 
A Regiment of the Line-withdrawn from the Province. 

1840. 
Purtab Sing Rajah of Umallee, Southern Daung. allows his 

followers to plunder British villages and refuses to obey the 
SUmmons of the magistrate. ' 

The BheeA Agent with a small party of the Corps and Horse, 
after a forc~d march of 60 milesl surprises his principal 
location and seizes his family. flocks and arms. Purtab Sing 
surrenders at discretion on the foIrowmg day. 
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A company of Dhecls for the protection of his frontier raised 
by his Highness t-he :Sizam •. 

1841. 
A large parLy of Bheels from the province of Ahmednugger, 

plundered the Government Treasury at Pimpulnair, whieh 
had been left without adequate meilns of defence. 

The marauders followed over the border by a party of the lJheel 
Corps, much intelligence obtained, t~gether with a' portien of 
the plunder, and witb the assistance Df the civil authorities 
at Ahmednugger, the gang was eventually secured. 

Bhamnia Naik attacks a village hi SODItanpoor. The Bheel Agent 
mDves thrDugh the Saatpoora against the insurgents. 

llhamnia shDt n~ar the banks of the Nerbudda. and all the Chiefs 
of the Saatpoora range who had been engaged in the foray 
of Khandesl1, seized and brDught; to DhoDna. 

The MDwass Chiefs threaten aggression, but on the appearance 
of a small force of Horse, and Bheels, surrender thllmselves to 
the Bheel Agent .. 

During the rains of 1844 a rumour was heard of outrages in 
the Akrani, committed by a gang led by the son of llhamya; who 
had 6een defeated in 18411. The rumour wal exaggerated, and no 
expedition actually aet out, though preparations were mv,de. 
Iv.' , 
. In the spring of 1845 newlt was brought that Ilaghoji llangrya, 
a Koli rebel from the Konkan, was likely to. find a refuge in the 
Dang;; and Baglan. He was l$8.id to have made an alliance with the 
local Bhil Chiefs. Captain Morris thereupon assembled a force of 
regular Bhils, and marched to Jaykheda, the place where Outram 
camped in 18fl5 Dn his way to Mulher. He brought ill the principal 
Bhil Chieftain, and for a while awaited developments •. The peace of 
Khandesh indeed was secured by his movements. but Raghoji 
remained a menace to the Northern Konkan and Nasik, and it iii a 
matter for credit to Khandesh and its Bhil Corps, that Government 
asked that Captain Motris might be deputed, with a contingent of 
his corps, to Nasik and the Ioul'rounding coul/try with the object of 
crushing Raghoji's rebellion. The contingent marked as absent 0.11 

duty in the Deccan with Captain l\f9rris was 175 strong. It 
l'emained well· on into the rains in the Gbauts, and though Captain 
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M~rris was not. successful in seizing Uaghoji, yet he and his men 
seem to hale put all end to the armed rebellion, for they were allowed 
to return in July with the thanks of Government for their work. 
In this 'Ycal' two additional companies were levied for t.he Corps, in 
cOJ1bidc'ratioll of its taking over the dut~ of garriS'Oning the forL of 

j • 

Sindva. In spite of the large detachment sent with Captain Morris. 
it was found possible to find a party of 25 men to operate "gainst 
a gang .of marauders in t.he West Satpuras. 

lIitherw the Corps had been armed with flint loeb, but now 
the ibllue of co pcrcubsion fire /1rm8," waSt begull. _ 

:Th~~~~1l Uhi! a~~l was re.es~bli8~~~_ ill'tl84!5~ ~!:...2f 
t~le Go~.!:Q~I~I~~q.!I!ISii1...and....Lk\!ten!lI.!t'J\Q~.~-_lva~ !fP?~~.t: 
cd A~:~t. ret~l!i1iruL2.L~ul.in_~91}.)ll1a~~ ..?f~tl~,: <;~JPs..~ 
l'iOlIJ thl; time onw<lrds the EU1'opean officers of tIlc Corpb WCl'C 

thcI)1'ctieally as ~ntlcr. 
·ComnIlUidant.~ Hel.\dqullrtel's, Dhal'ltngaoll. . Also Abbibtllnt 

MagilStratc and Bhil Agent for Ea&wrn Satpuras. 
211<1 in cOlllmand. 'Headquarters, Kannad. Also ASliilitunt 

l\1agibtrale and Bhil Agent for the Satmalas. 
31'd in conulI.lIld. Headquaders, Nandul'bar. f\.lso Assi~tant 

l\lagistt'ate and We~tern Rhi! Agent. 
Adjutaut. Headquarters, Dhltrangaol). NomiDlilly also Assistant 

l\1agibtl'ate and As~il>tant Dhi! Agent, but prac~cally in cbarge of 
the regimental work of the Corps. 

The !eud and 8rd in command were more occupied by civil than 
rniliLary duties. 'I'hey had it is true many outposts undcr thcm 
which they intl-pected. But. they were beldom on duty with the batt-a­
lioll al> a who~, or with any considerable part of it. 011 active bervice. 

The above was the theoretical arrangt.'ment. A.,. a matler of fact 
generally there waS olle 01' mor,e of' t]le officers sick or 011 leave. and 
uutic& Illld to be duplicated. In fact, on one occasion in lSH, t,hel'e 
being 110 Adjutant appointed,"and Captain Auld having gone on 
short leave, Captain Morris found bimself abbOlutdy alone~ and tilled 
tbe offices of Commandant, lllnd in command, Adjutant, Eastern and 
Southern Hhil Agent. There is little to be wondered at; in his 

. having entered a 'protest. 
After' res!lllling Command of the corps on bis rfltUl'n from the 

Deccan, Captaill Morris and his officers appear to have been fully . ~ 



occupied in organh:ation. both Dlilital'Y and civil. Ther~ watil Il ba~ 
5e.llSO~ ~1!..~~~~~~c.ll_~..?rs }3il<:Q. at JeJlst..»~!tiAUi: Lieutenant Itose 
in tlle west started a lcga~_ ~.!l~npai~n agaim,t the ~'~in d~!ll~rs. who 
exasperated the Bhils by selling bad corll at Cl':oruitant rates. His 
efforts met with no support frOID Government. 

The name of Khaja Sing of the Sindva Pass agllin comes t6 
llO~ice, for.he waueized by a Colonel marching through, and forcibly 
detained until h~ shewed s()me shikar. Khaja Sing considered his 
treatment to hal'e been mo~ .undignified, _a~pr9t.£ste~. 

Captain MOl'rilf, with ever increasing work in supplying out­
posts and travelling guards, bad /J. hard fight to keep hi'S corp!! clothed 
and liupplied. Every indent for supplies was cavilled at .01' cut ~own, 
his right to tcnts ,!as contested, he W/J.5 deprived of his camp la!>carb, 
in short, the Corps would have been .ta.rved to death bad the Com­
niandant not contested every point. 

Though reports were continually made of the increat>i.ng &ccu­
l'ity of the country, the attached report from Lieutenant Rose shews 
only too' clearly that Government were still apprehent>ive of dangl:r 
from the Bhils. 

"'SIn, 
In reply to your letter No. 1164-, dated the 6th instanf, requc'bl; 

illg my opinion on the Suttana l\Iamletdllr's Kutcherry and its 
,. defences, I' have the honor to state that I consider the Kul;' 

cherry ihself to be on a par with the gener!,litf of those 
throughout the Province. • 

.. ! The dctel1~es of all the treasuries t1l1lt I have seen arc more'or 
less incomplete and defective, inclUding ~ose at Sultana, th~ 
new wall surrou'nding the Kutcherry being too I low in some 
parts especially in rear of 'the building to present even!L 
moderately effectual barrie» against anyone desirous of 

. effecting an entry. . , 

3 .The wall appears to me t.o have another great defect in the 
IQop holes having been constructed too near the ground and 
of an improper &ize, for trom being only bl'east high outsjd~ 
as well us ili!lide and of dimensions which almolot entitled 'them 
t.o the name of cmbralmrcs t.hey affori equal, it not greater 
facilities for attack 'Uian for defence: 

• 



'4 Happily~ lh~ occurre~ce of such an event is most improbahl~', 
but if ever a gang or'marauders silnilar to that ~hich plu'n~' 
dered the Pimpulnair Treasury, some years back, was to attack 
the treasure at SuLtana, they would' be able ~o 11an~1 in. armll' 
to 'the prisoners that might be in confinem<;nt (from tlie 
position of tlie prison house air ~oles or winclows, being' 
formed like the loopholes already refel.'lred to) ~r from the 
outside they could murder every prisoner and pick off with 
their matchlocks the guard and ~~eryone within the encIo-' 
sure. 

l) As a remedy I would suggest that the present loopholes 
should be built up, and others opened at such a height ,in the' 
wall, as would preclude those outside from obtaining except 
by the use of ladders or other artificial means, a view of the 
Kutcherry cou~tytl1·d. while those inside might be enabled to 
fire through the loop,holes by means of a wide step or ban-, 
quette. 

6 '.J;he prison air holes would be raised in proportion, but with­
out the step, so as to prevenb its inmates conversing with 
their friends and receiving anything from without, and where 
the wall is deficient in height it ought to be made higher. ' 

I have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Dhoolia, lOth Au,gust, 1847. 

Your most obedient servant, 
J. ROSE, LIEUT., 

Bheel Agent, lV. D.~ 

Sli.tana is still the headquarters of the Bag Ian TaIuka, and 
w~thin the last fe'Y years the office reported on was still in use, and 
was noteworthy because the treasure room had a frontage of what 
appeared to be iron bars, but really were the barrels of old jezails, 
said to have been captured at l\Iulher }'ort. Probably they were ac­
tual relies of Outram's short cttmpaign in 18!e5. 

The detachment of Pooua Irregular Horse in the Province had 
hitherto formed the mounted Police. Tlleoretically under comll11lud 
of the Colo!,el at Sirllr, the men in Khandesh were responsible for 
aU pra~tical purposes'to none but the local civil and milita~y officers, 
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for· whom they fl1rni~hed escorts, rode with dellplltt'hes and did 
other miscellaneous duties. In all the Bhil Corps campaigns hithcr­
to, a 'few /lOWArS had Accompanied the troops. and had been most 
useful fOI' purposes of r~t'onnoitring and intclligcncl'. Now, Itow­
ever, it WIlR decided to solidify and concentrate the regiment •. All dis­
trirls were ordered to send.in re,tul'ns of the men of 'the. Poona 
Irr.egular HQrse llj:!rving in their limit3. specifying their 
numbers, stat.ions, a,nd ~utjes. In Khandesh more were employed 
ihan anywhere, else, owing, as the returning officers 8~ted. to 
the extent of the Province, the long foreign frontier. and 
t.he n~cessity for frequent field operations. Captain Morris suggrPlt­
erl that the horsemen in the Province should be withdrawn froID the 
Poona Irregular Horse, anp. attached to the Bhil Corps as a mount­
~d troop. But it was ,decided to place the sowars undcr an f:llropean 
officer from Sirur. This arrangement was unfortunate, for it ('/UJsrd 
a body of about !i!50 men, separated, up into small detachmenill, Vftry­

ing from three to tliirt" strong, who were generally r.tationed in placeR 
w~el'e ,were already larger infantry detachments, to he under a 
('omnlllnd entirely independent from that under which, the infantry 
outposts worked. Yet in ~acb small &tation the Bhil Corps and sowars 
had to work together. It is a matter for wonder that there were no 
quarrels between the officen and men. Probably the local knowledge 
and good feeling of tile officers prevented this. Rut where a com­
bined ('ayalry and infantry ('orps might 'have been 110 dist.riimt('d as 
to serve the outposts wiihout complaint, the division of the two 
forc~ll produced a series of murmurs from the officers of hoth. 
stating the excessive number of outposts to bl' maintained and re­
lieved, and the impos&ibility of assembling any quantit,y of tllf!ir 
men at. headquarlers for instruction. 

The an,omalous position of the Ellil '8.ge"nts also' gnve' rise tn 
trouble. Civilly speaking, the- EaAtf'rn, Southern, Rnd Western ,...-._-c__..._ 
Agent.'! were all equal as Assistant Magif>tratCII. Yet the fir~t "aft com-
mnndant, and the 'other two !lncI and 3rd in command of the same 
l'Ol'ps. Both ('ivil and military duties llad to do exc/ush·ely ""ith 
EhBs. It is 1l0t. surpris1ng that unseemly disputes arose. 'I,ong cor­
re~pondences ensued which only embittcred the parties, and refer-' 
enct'1J ,were made to Government rellulting in severe wiggings for all 
('o;ncfrned. A. large part of. the files of thi~ period is concerned with 
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ttuse quarrel9. They are not to tile creoit 0/ the CorpA and 
Ilre be~t passed over in silence. An instance may however be given, 
Wit)lout mentioning the nllmCll of the officer", \\ ho were without 
doubt gallant men and true, lmo to litigmatize whom is not t,he 
ohject of t.hill book. J\ nhil agent was going his rounds, and 
not.iced that a frontier post of importance was in the hands of 
n nhil Havii.1ar who Wllh aooicted to drink. He wrote to the 
Collector, ~aying that the habit.i of Bhils were well known, Ilnd 
recommending t.hat t.he post be commanded by a Pardesbi Havildar. 
The Collector asked t.he Commandant for his remarks. The 
('ommandllnt resented hi, Hhils being called drunkards an'd asked 
tile Agent. (also an officer of the corps) to refrain from adur£'sloing 
the Collector on matters relating to the conduct of men in the 
('orps. The Agent asserted his right of reporHng abuses to t.he 
Coned or, and so the quarrel went on. It re&ulted in the Agent 
forlllally and forcibly cutting his Commanding Officer dt'ad in the 
hOllse of a mutual friend in Malegllon, and when called on for nn 
t'xplanat,ion, stating that he 'was acting a~ a civil rather t.han a 
military officer. This palt.ry aH'air was reporteo at great length to 
GoY!'rnment and a mo~t Ilt'n~ible chastisement was adminisLerl.'d to 
all concerned. The officel' was reprimanded for' his gross breach of 
discipline and cOllrte~y, the Commaudnnt for taking undue offence 
on behalf of the eorps at what was meant mCl'ely as an 
honest report of an Itbllse, It.nd the Collector for not having 
brought the two parties together at an ellJ'ly stage and so prevented 
the eontinuance of a most. unseemly squabble. 

J,ooking back ovel' the years. and assuming that only live 
officers ('ould be spared for the Bhil Agencies and for guarding the 
Province, it seems as though a better arrangement would have been 
to place two oflicers on purely civil outy, and leave the remaining 
three to manage the forces. 

Still, in spite of friction between lhe Poona Horse ·and the 
nhil Corps, or the Agents and the Commandant, it must not be 
a~sumed that the officers were SQ idle that they had nothing to do 
but quarrel. Rather it should be said that their distance one from 
another, involl'ing little conversation and much official cortes .. 
pondence, the hardnes~ of their duties~ and tdle; badnl'ss, of the 

climate ..... end~red them more hard and exacting than the), would 
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tlllve been; bad they had n.. comfortabI~ n"'~85' in which to' meet every 
evening, and dissolve their disputes> in a friendly glass. 

A lettel" of Captain Morl,is in 1847, give!' a fair idea of 'the 
Sl,'ope of duty exacted frolll tlh!' BhiJ ('orps. 

To. 

SUI, 

w. W. BEI.t, ESQR., 

l\IAGISTRATE, 

KHANDESH. 

In reply to your- lettcJl of the 20th ultimo, Xo. 1619, caIling 
for information how often the OlltpO&ts of the nheel Corps 
are relieved, I have the honour to offer the folIowlng infor­

mation. 
Strength in Pri~ates 760 in 18~O, and one post relieved out 'of 
. 1'7 . posts. ' 

Strength in Privates. 77 5 in 18·U, and two po~ts -relieved out n( 
19 posu • 

. ' Strength in Privates 777 in 184!l, and five pO&ts relieved out of 
20 posts. 

Strength in Privates 78S'in lS~3. Ilnd foul" posts relieved out of 
fl6 posts. 

Strength in Privates 788 in 18·H. and eight posts relil'ved out 
of 28 P03ts. 

Strength . ill Privates 795 in- 184./). and 5;" posts relieved out of 
3(1 posts. 

Strength in Privates 987 in ·1846, and eight pORtA relieved out· 
of 27 posts. 

Strength. in Yrivates 987 in 1847, and eleven pOMt.~ relieved oul 
of 41 posts. . 

I beg at the same tJme to add that for Ule Just telt years, con" 
tinual &eTviee on the border and els'ewhel'e has ~aned for 
strong detachments of the corps or more po .. ts would have 
been relieved, In 18"'0 operation!! again!lt the Pimpulnair 
gang, and In tllf.' Dllung by Captain Graham; in '18H op~ 
Tatioiis against Bhllmnia Nllik on the Nerbud(11l by Captain 
:\Iorris; ~n 18~2 operations agllinst '-en kat Ro,,"s band and 

. . Bickaya Bagchand, Naik of Gondkote; in 18t;S (iitto ditto 
k ... 1 against. Rangyu aneJ..Chamarya' SlI.tks· in 18U operationll 



agujDl,t, Uye Nail. of the, Dang" and Koor 'Wa~~awuh and 
Halla of Boodawal and Scindiah's dj.,tricts of Yawul al~d 

rllchoraj in 18J..j operations ill the Konkan Ilnd Deccan j in 
18J.6 operations against Koor Wassawah aqp Political 
employ in Borhanpoor. These left no available men f9r 
regular reliefs and could scarcely meet the casualJ;ies occurr­
ing on tl.le numerous posts., 

} -DHU nRANGAUll 

19th December 1847. 

I have the honor to be 
, Sir, 

Your most obedi~nt &.ervant, 
(Sd.) W. T. l\IORIUS, C"tl=AI1\ 

Commanding Blleel qOf1!S, 

The years, 18J.;-18J.9 produced no active service. Though the 
Bl~i~ ,Agents changed, Captain 1\Iorris remained Commandant; and 
Lieut. d' Arcj. Adjutant. Day by day 'the corps became IIlOfc.like 
"hat is now known as armed- pol,ice, and th~!o.OJia lIol"~ detachnlQnt 
nlOre and ,more resembled rl1.ounted police. 'The Bhils ~n the frontier 
were quiet. which wa; ~itremely fortunate, for' Gofverm~e~t entirely 
ignored the maxim ~~ pacem~ bellum para.; andi~ view of "the 
peacctul'tluie8b~l~lo cut down expen,diturc on police •• while 
ndding to it in other way~:;i;teen. hew tre&$uries were opened, 
each, of course, re9,uiring a guard. Yet the sowars of the Poona 
HOl"Se were cut down. jn p-umbers from !e50 to ~OO, and the Com-
mandant of the Bhil Corps was ordered to entertain no more recruits 
until hi~ !;egiment was reduced to the nUmbCI"S ,Qf l83th Captain 

• -# - - - j ~ - -

)Iorris stood up manfully for the requirements o! the province. 
iI~ stated that" a'fi increase to Ule corps }lI~d been sanctipn,ed for tbe 
purpose ~f garrisoning 'Sindva Fort, ,but that the extra men had 
never gooe there, be~ause before they co~ld start. ,~liey w~re requi­
sitioned for other duties. He urged the increase in ilnmbe.r of the 
guards r~ui~ed o'f him, and the reduction of the sowars: Imd finally 
succeeded in getting Government to allow -him to keep up his 
Ilt~ength: There aie'many allusions t() extra duties. The Sessions 
Judge ~ade a 'to~r in the pi"ovince and required 'Il strong guard of 
hors~ 'and fo~t. The Civ'il Engineer bad a: t~avelling treU8ure cllest 
and delDand~d ~uen' to guard it. Prisonel's 'were employed) in the 

~ -: ." ~ - - . .. - ~ - · 
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open on public works, and needed to be watc1led. All tilcse things 
are matter!> ot' cOllllllonplace now-days, but were innovations at 
that time. To "upply demandb of the lind is part. of .the rcgulat 
work of a Superintendent of Police at the present llay, In fact, 
the corl'e~pondence of'the period shows the regular ev~lutio~ of the 
IJax Britannica out of the an81'l:hy of the l'eshwa'li Government. 

~~e Bhil Corps' 1\ alt rai.~ed to d~end the frontier81~g8i.!H~.t_n~l!ra_u~il1g 
gangs from the hills. Only incidentally was it asked to do police 
duty in _ the plain~. ~ All' the nlO~ntain J~c~b~ulCrs ''':Cr;~ ~'d~~~;I, 
killed, or -brought to pe~cr~\tiYr~lJii'4., the wa;iike' i1uties-o(~ille 
corp~ diminh,hed, \\ hile its routine increased. Siiulia's f~ito;y 
ill thopili~ Y l.nal and }'ac;hora wab.~nnexed, and Briti:;JI Govcrnlllent 
,\as introduced into thcllI without even'tJlC ,mggestion of 8n increasc 
to the Bhil Corpe. TIle smaH number of JIIell a~ hcadquarters 
a~ailablc for drill, owing to the incrcasing outpost duty, is a constant. 
causc of' complaint, A lung correspondence il> rt'conled a& to UlC 
unification of' police uniform all O,'CI' the prc~idcnI.'Y. In Ulis 
cOllnexion Captain 1\1orri~ lias bOllle intcl'e&ting r~lllal'k!i as to ac· 
coutrementS', p!u;icularly as to the advantages of crolls Lelts O\'CI' 

waist belts. 

'1'0 

SIlt, 

A. ELPIUNS'l'ONE, ESQu., 

l\!AUls'fRATY., 

I\UAND:t:tlu. 

With teference to your CndOl'loe1l1CIlt No. 61:3 dated 16th May, 
18t9. forwarding for my rCpol't a corl'l'bpOUdclice from the 
bcveral Commandants of the I'olice Corpb under thil> pI'ebi­
dency a\} the bubjed of It uniform dl'e~~ and EtJuipmcllt for 
the police in generul I have the 11Onollr to submit. the 
following opinion after Ull uttentive pel'usa! of the whole 
COl'fcspondence which I have ullpellded. 

!t The accompanying rCI)ort.s would appear to dwell more on" the 
kind of dres.. fol' police corpio than enter into detai1~ 

U~ to tlie e:xpense of the saI11~, and it will be in COQ"'equellce 
difficult to arrive at a. comparative estimate of expcns~ of 
the clothing of them' without furthet references, which 1 
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do not (eel authorized to make as this report has already 
been long .under reply. 

3 The. state~len~ No. Ie. will "Ilow.the ditfe1;t:nt opinions of the 
above officers. on the dre~s and equiqments which they 
consider mObt adapted to the police, and statcment No.2 
will IIhow that which I rccommend for adoption. 

4 The anuual average CObt of a uniform according to the 
btatemcnt No.2 will'he for cach gl'adc ab follpwlj:-

Shell Jacket for Native Officers of sobedarb', 
rifle grcen cloth, facings black with black 

Rs. a. p. 

silk bl'aid on brealjt 8 15 4 
Shell jacket for Havildal's of HaviIdars' riflc 

green cloth, facings black with black cotton 
braid, etc. 5 !,l 9 

Shell jacke~ for rank and file of privatcs' rifle 
green cloth. facings black with black cotton 
braid, etc: 4! 15 0 

Rille,green coloured puggree. for Havildai's 0 4 0 
ltifle green coloured puggl'\~e fOl' rank and file 0 2 0 

5 These are the only articlcs of drcss I recommend to be Itupplied 
at the Government expense annually; the jacket to be 
furnished by the Army Clothing Agent, the puggree to be 
purchased by the Commandants of each Police Corps at the 
mal'ket price, for which they are to submit annual con­
tingcnt bills to Govcrl;IllCnt. 

6 If" at the cnd of the year auy of the jackets issucd by 
Govcrnmcnt to the men are found to be in good condition 
and considCl1ed likely to last for another year, I rccommend 
that instead of those jackets a pair of dark gree~ doth 
pantaloons for w~t and ~oid weather, be indented (or: by' the 
several Commandants, by which ·means the men will be 
gradually supplied with cloth pantalbolls without; expcnse 
either to Government or to themselves, and it would 
encourage the men to take good care of thcir clothes. 
Oue pair of dark dungaree pantaloons· ought to be ye~rly 
made at Government !;.x.pense for the dry season as is the 
custom·at present. 

24 
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7 'fr,e police of a country 1lIU1.t be ill conformity with the 
ideas ot the people and uniformity of appearance not on1y 
enhances the character and importance of such a body of 
men, particularIy in India, but it carrie!> ihe ret-peet of the 
people with it by evincing the care Government bestow on 
them. 

8 The police must be as much a military body. in feeling and 
appearance a8 possible. It will make them behave them­
selves better 011. ordinary duty. and more dashingly ial the 
field. If these pl"inciples are thoroughly established in every 
Police Corps .they will act on emergency with the Regular 
Army or be able of themselves to prcsef\'e the tranquillity of a 
zillah when the ~egular Army is absent on distant service, 
which must-in the present time always be kept in view in 
India, thcrcfore, both drill and discipline are absolutely 
necessary and must be maintaincd. 

9 It will be perceived in the several 'opinions expressed by 
Commandants of Police Corps that. the jaekc<t is in as much 
favour as the Ungrica, the I{hllndesh, Nuggur, and Ratna­
gherry Commandants wish for the former. while the Guzerat, 
Poona, and Concan Commandants are in falour of the latter. 

10 It does not matter how 11 mlln is dres&ed when under fh-c, if he 
can be distinguished from the enemy, but it does materially 
signify how mcn are dressed in marching and manoeuvring 
over mountains and through jungles j for instance. sportsmen 
clothe themselves in as close cut jackets and pantaloons as 

pos..,iblc when their line of sport i& in dense jungles i and 
with such an example before them, I do not understnnd why 
the ungrica should be in 50 much favor. as the skirts of it 
are liable to catch and be torn in the jungle and impede 
the progress of the UlCJl. 

11 Beside!>, in a ruartial police e'\'ery thing should be in conformity 
with the cllal'ai.ter it has to support; and aa our national 
infantry drcss is either the jacket 01' coat. a similar pattern 
introduced iuto the l'olice will give them more the appearance 
of Government scrV'clllts'than an Ungrica. 

12 Natives I1saociate the red coat 'Witlt a disciplined body- of 
Government troops, and a liepo! ot the Line seldom travels 
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without his red coat or else llis regimental cap or some 
part of hi~ regimental dress, because any one al,ticle which 
/l.shimilates itself to· what is in us~ in r;gimentals. is a sale 
guard to 11im on llis journey. So in 11u' police, it secures 
them the l'e.spcct which is generally acknowledged and paid by 
nativcs to Government servants, and at ,the same time enables 
the native& to recognize them as belonging to a particular 
body. 

13 It the Ungrica is preferred because it iii easily opened or 
taken off when marching, I decidedly object to it as 
unmilitary and destructive of discipline. Police must be 
either discipf.ined or not; if the former, maintain it in all its 
branches or have none at all ; half discipline not only ruins 
the character of good men. but it breeds dissensions and 
irregularity and turns them into a rabble, and they become 
useless as lientrics. useless on parade, and a curse to the 
districts they act in, by exacting gratuitous food, etc., from 
the villagers. Besides, the jacket has the advantage of 
being the cheapel' of the two articles. 

1" The opinion about accoutrements is equally, divid~d. The 
Guzerat, Poonah and the Rutna.gherry Commandants are 
in favour of one bclt and a waist belt; the Konkan Comman­
dant wislles only for a waist belt, while the Khandesh and 
Nugger Commandants are for cross belts. 

15 I form my opinion from actual service, and if the other 
Commandants have been in the field so long or 80 often as the 
Khandesh Corps, it rests for Government to decide the ques­
tion. I am decidedly in favour of th~ cross belt .. and w~en 011 

service in the Konkan, Nugger and Po ana Districts in 1845, 
I remember in the strong mountains of tIle Hurree Chunder 
part of the Syadree Rang.e Capts;in Simpson of the Nugger 
Police Corps, who was with me on service, from seeing how 
much better the Bheels worked than his men and Jearning 
from them that it wali the difference of accoutrements 
immediately bad his men supplied with cross belts in lieu of. 

, the wai"t belh. This is a recent occurrence. 
16 Some yeal'. ago I abo remember a l'CCerence fl'om Government 

4)1l this.ubject wal made to CaptaiR Graham, fB;' predecessor, 
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and he not only supportl'd tlw ~ystl'm of' erMA belt!'l, 
but I helieve proved that the plan of cross helts WI,l.S intro­
duced into Europe in preference to the waist belt, as relic,'· 
ing the soldier of the weight of bulled a":lmunition on 
his loins, and placing it equally on its proper place, the 
shouldel"l~. 

17 It ill argued in the accompanying correspondence that cross 
belts will only admit of the ml'n sleeping ill one position, 
but if the waist belt portion is taken off. the men can shift 
the pouch and,bayonet belts as they like and "till have the 
belt attached t'O the body, but a waist belt with ibl cartridge 
box and bayonet attached must be taken off' to give relief to 
the person alld is then liable to be ",alked off' with altogether 
and stolen-and the wearer of it rendered usele~s, for natives 
are so careless as to require to have everything thought of 
for them by their officers. 

18 The sword bayonet appears to be preferJed by most of the 
Commnl,dants and I also think that it is preferable to a 
common sword, but if the GUl':erat police nnd- the sword 

. more adapted to their duties than the bayonet, the sword 
bayonet can be detached and will answer the purpose of a 
sword, but if they choose to carry besiuell Imother sword of 
their selection and pattern, tht'y &hould not he llindered 

doing so. . 
19 With regard to slloes or sandals for police men, it docs not 

signify much which is in use as the "epoy can take hi", proper 
cadence 011 parade with one as well as another and in the 
field both a~e equally good, though the former is more easily 
put on and off' than the laUer. 

~o Either cloth or dungaree pantaloons should always be worn 
except on field service, and Hen then If it i" in the open 
country. 

21 :My rea~ons for tJle puggaree being the.established head-drl.'8l! 
of police are assigned in my memorandum of the 31'd 
November 1848, accompanying this letter. . 

~2 Grea!:' eoat.s are equally ne('essal'Y to Police a" to Regular 
~ep6ys, to keep them efficient in wet and cold ,,'cather, and 
ought not to be dispensed with on' any account. 



CAPTAIN MORRIS, COl\[MA~nANT. 1R9 

23 The weight of the Rceoutreme?'t!l of t~e mIce! ('orlls ccn-pIlle, 
Ulat i.'1 the pouch and belt, the bayonet and belt, prickers and 
brush, turll screw and eighteen rounds of balled ammunition 
is 6 lbs., and bS abolishing the' cross belts and breastplate the 
weight will only be reduced'to 5 lbs., and one pound reduced 
in the aggregate weight will not compensate for the strain 
on the loins 011 long marches in mountainous warfare. 

24 I object to the rule existing in the Regular Army of the 
pouched bayonet hanging below the loin, because neither can 
be kept from moving and shaking over hilly ground and 
making a great noise, but I find short belts with the pouch 
and bayonet well up on the loin and the waistbelt, fixed as close 
to them as possible, keeps them steady though it does not 
look as "ell. In action by loo'lening the waistbelt and 
bringing the pouch round to the front the ammunition can 
be'easily got ats and be readjusted for a forward movement 
by:jerking the ponch into its proper place and clasping the 
waisLbelt (In. 

25 I think I have nOw remarked on all the essentials of a police 
corps dress and accoutrements., 

26 The fuzil and bayonet only remaiTT to be noticed, and I think 
the fuzil should be 'as light I!-s possible and on the detonating 
principle with a bore similar to the musket of tile LBle, 
so that on emergency ammunition call be supplied from the 
Regular troops to Police Corps. 

2'i The bayonet should, as I before remarked, be a sword bayonet 
without any guard to tIle handle and it. should be attached 
by a frog to the original bayonet belt. 

28 The most positive. orders onght to be issued in eVf)ry Police 
Corps against selling or giving away old clothing. ;It should 
always be returned into store to be made into clothing for 
boyS. and recruits. Plunderers often clothe themselves in the 
cast-off coal' of Police corps and commit robberies with them 
on their backs. which not only injures the good name of the 
corps but encourages the evil disposed of the corps to rob 
when on furlough, et.c. 

~9 The Government clothing of all discharged men, desertl'rs and 
deceased lllen should be also returned into store. By trull 
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economy the men can be supplied with coa.ts On emergency, 
and it will enable pantaloons to be indented for on .. larger 
scale. 

SO There ought to be no deduction!> from the pay of the Native 
Officers, Non~Commissiolled Officers and men of Police Corps 
except for great coats, bashes, shoes or sandals, and tor extra 
pairs of dungaree pantaloons as required. 

I have the honor to be, etc .. 
(Signed) lV. T. MORRIS, CAPT., 

Co mg. Bheel Corp'. 
Camp Dhoolia, 7th July 1849. 

One matter which Captain Morris brought to notice in 1847 
was that commissions had never been issued, though often promiliCd, 
to the volunteers from the Regularlt who had been promoted in 
tlie Bhil Corps. As a result, the Collector was ordered to issue 
the commISSions. One original commission so issued remains 
on the tiles, and is here transcribed. What happened to the grantee, 
whether he died before it reached him, or was degraded, docs n()t 
appear. 

In the name of the Magistrate of the Khandeish Division of the 
Zilla of Ahmednuggat· under the authority of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council of and for all }'oree!t and affairs of 
the Honorable United Company of l\Ierchants ot l~ngland 

trading to the EasL Indies within the Presidency of Bombay, 
etc., and its dependencies. 

To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting. 
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Honorable 

No. 1186 of 1847. the Governor in Council, whose power obtained 
from the Honorable the Court ot Directors of 
lohe said United Company derived UD~ tJUlIll 

from the authority of our Sovereign Lady Queen 
Victoria and her Royal Predecessors, reposing 
especial trust and confidence in your courage, 
fidelity and circumspection, you Buldee Sing are 

Dhoolia,19th Aug. 181,7. by these presents constituted and appointed Soba-

dar of the Khandesh Bhecl Corps under the Presidencl ot 
;Bombay alld to take rll.lJ~ 9ll alld fro1Jl th, ltth dal. of 
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April 11:139. Y ~u Iu'e thcrcfol'e to take upon you thc 
said dlarge amI command and carefully aud diligently 
to di~charge the duty of Sobadar as aforesaid, by doing 
and pcrforming all things thcreunto belonging, and 
hereby are the infcrior soldiers and officers commanded 
to obey you as a Sobadar i you following all such 
orders as shall be given by Jhe constituted authorities 
or any other your huperior officer& according to the 
Rule and Discipline of War or fajljng therein the pre­
sents are to be vacated and annulled by the aforesaid 
authorities. Scaled with the seal of the l\Iagistrate of 
aforesaid District and given under my hand in the 

, Magisterial office at Dhoolia, this 13th day of August 
in the tenth year of the reign of 'her present Majesty 
and in the year of our Lord one thousand and eight 
hundred' and fortY-heven. 

(Signed) GEO. Il'.'VERARITY, 

Acting AI agistratc. 

In 18:1!9 Capt. l\Iorris addressed a letter. to the Collector. 
wherein he asks for an appointment abnost ,exactly corresponding 
to 'thaI; of the modern Superintendent of Police. In 185!e he was 
actually made. Superintendcnt, and, the official style of the Com­
mandant now rcad Commandant, Khandcsh Uhir Corps, Bhil Agcnt, 
Superintcndcnt of Police and Assistant Magistrate. What Capt, 
Morris and his ~uccessors secured as Superintendents was official 
control over the local and village police as well as over their own 
trained men. Hili lettl!r detailing hi& proposals is here appended. 

1.'0 

SIll, 

A. ELPHINS1'ONE ESQUIRE, 

COLLECTOR AND l\IAGISTRA'l'E, KHANDES, 

D.uOOLIA. 

A rum our having ,reached me that Govcrnment have it in con­
templation to withdraw t.he Poona Irregular Horse, stationcd 

. in !\:llllnde$, a~d Lhat it is intended to employ il16tead 01' them 
a body of l\lounted Police, I have the honoJlf, to request with 
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l'cfcrencc to my past serviccs, not I believe unappreciated by 
Government, that I may be appointed to command the new 
Hori>e ~olice and be designated as Superintendent of l'oliee 
in thi~ province. 

fl Viewing the little attention that can be paid w the minutiw 
of police by the ASbillltant Collectors, who are bitting Magis­
trates. and have heavy revenue uutieb to perform, I woulil 
sugge!>t, that ~s I alll and long have been, Executive Police 
OlJicer in the province, 1 bhould be appointed Superintendent. 
of all the Police throughout it. 

S By being appointed Superintendent of Police I propose in 
addition to the Bheel Corps to have placed under me the 
command of the Mounted Police in lieu of the present 
Detacbment..of the Poona Auxiliary ~o1'Se, (if such a body 
is to be employed) as also all the chowkedars. Rukhwaldars, 
"illage and Town :Foujdar Patells and Peons. 

4 At present I am supposed to be responsible for the 'peace of 
the province in general and to keep a vigilant eye over all 
the Police; to suppress robbery, plunderings, and all crime. 
I have hitherto exerted myself as 1 bes'\; could. bu~ I find thai 
my authority requires still to be more defined, lor although 
as Magistrate and Senior I,heel Agent I eRn superintend all 
the Bheels and predatory classes in the Northern, Southern 
and Western Bheel Agencies, I have been supposed by Assist­
ant Collectors and Magistrates to have no busines!I to inter­
fere in their districts with chowkedars, elc., yet, without I 
have entire charge, it is imposhiblc I can make all work as 

they should, and I am sure the ASllistallts have fully enough 
to occupy them at their dCbk to prevent their superint.ending 
chowkedars, etc., RsUley require. /' 

5 By the arrangement I am going to propose the appoint­
ment in question will not cause any ,extra expence to be incurr­
ed by Government, while it places me in a position to do 
justice to the duties you exped from me, and make the,police 
much more compact and bl' the exaction of needful discipline 
more effective. • 

6 The expenee of the police at present., amounts to 
Rs. 3,36,503-5-3 annually. 
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7 The detachment of the Poonll Auxiliary Horse costs at 
preseritl Rupees 1,11,056-0-0 annually. 

8 1\:Iy Mounted Police· will cost Rupe~ 84,912, shewing an"annual 
saving ot Rupees 27.14t-o-0, and aU I ask is that in seasons 
of ,scarcity compensation allowance may be el.'tended towards 
them at the rate granted to the Regular Army. 

'9 I have altered the usual proportion' of Native Officers, etc., 
attached to a ~ussallah, bes:aulle the- province c~lls for a 

greater proportion ot petty officers to meet the duty required 
of them, sueh as guards at Mamlatdars' and Mahalkurrees' 
Thanas. I have therefore provided each Mamlatdar's Thanah 
either with Ii Dutfadar or Naik. aud as the lattel' is to relteive 
three rupees extra pay, beyond that of a horseman. we 'may 
expect that he will be as efficient. as a Havildar of the Line 
at a less cost to Government. 

10 I have made the horseman's pay 22 rupees a month, so 
as to enable a Bargeer to receive a third of it or RII. '7 -s-t, a 
little more than a Sepoy of 'the line receives. . 

11 The Uussallab is to furnish its OWn clothing, arms, and 
accoutrements, and all extras except ammUllition. which ill to 
be indented tor from Government. 

U All ranks ot -this Umsallah are to receive pensions for 
wounds in tlll~ ex~cution ot their duty and pensions to their 
f lUIlilies if killed on service. 

IS All horses killed on service to be paid for by Government. 
H I have been con~ected wi~h RussaIIah affairs for many years 

pa:.t and feel myself quite competent to raise and discipline 
this body ot Mounted Police. 

15 It!, beadquarter~ are proposed to be at Durrungaum. the 
headquarters of the Bheel Corps, and by both Foot and 
Horse Polic~ being together they wiII be accUl,tomed to acb 
together and there is every reason~ble prospect of au unani­
mous emulation existing between them. 

16 I propose the RusliaIIah dress be a blu~ ungrica with gold 
lace, trousers blue, Jack boots-with red puggree and C;um-
mel'bund. • ' 

17 The officers to be armed with swords and pistols,. the men 
with swords, spears and carbines. 

25 
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18 The accomp,anying statementa No. 1.~. and 3, willr;hO\v thc 
pay, dress, and appointments of thili body. 

19 If this proposition is sanctioned we shall have 1;\. permanent. 
body of Horse. who will be well acquainted with the Province, 
so. essential for police and predatory wartare, and the 
present: inconvenience arising from not knowing the country 
and roads will be obviated. 

20 I anticipate if Government. should sanc~iou this body 800n, 
to be able to pI'ocure men of the J'esped:able t'amilic6 to 
enliht, Qut previously I shall requir~ a "hort time to explain 
this throughout the province, and then Government wili 
have at their dibpotial a permanenb body of three hundred 
and twenty instead of as at present only oue hundred and 
ninety ligl1t Horsemen. 

21 I have stared that the sum -that would be .annually saved by 
railling thilj body of Horse in lieu of the present ,letaehment 
Ntatiolled ill Khandes is Rs. 27.14,.1.. -Of tbis saving l propob'c 
1 may have my pay made up to 1,400 rupees, 'l)i:;:. 800 
rupees my present pay as Commandant of the Bheel Corps 
ancl Bheel Agent with 1300 rupecs as Commandant of Horse 
and Superintendent of Police as included in the expence of' 
the Mounted Police. vide Abstract No.1. and 300 rupees for 
tIle political and extra duties I am called on to perform, which 
will leave a clear an'nual saving to Government of Rupees 
23,544. 

2!! With this r.liptmd I t;hall be' happy to remain ill KhllUdcs, 
ali long &&.1 pO&bibly can and, II-lt I hll.ve heen 1>0 many years 
in Khandes. I have much more weight in. it than a new 
officer could have, and length oC liervice and experience 
gained, quali(y me I hope to rcnder an adequate return for 
mOl'e liberal cOllsideration. 

1 bave the hOllor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, . 
(Signed) W. '1'. l\IORlUS, 

Bheel J.gcnt . 
. CA~ll' 'MALLlGA.VM 

30th November 18i9. 
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N~ important !,arlike 2P.~~!~!,l.s.!~'!!"'.1~'p.!>r~<t .~:'lt~e~!!.JH!1. 
and 185fZ. In 1851 a gang from over the border was said to be , 
iii"vading the Akrani, and Lieutenant Kane asked fOl' a detachment, 
but his request was treated with contempt. Appal'cntIy the gang 
W8$ small and unimportant, for no more is heard of it. In 185!! 
there wall a similar alarm in the south-east which also proved false. 
Capt. R9se was scnt down there at lUajor Morris' request, to assi.f>t 
him in field operations. but was allowed to return to Kannad in a few 
days. 

In the wintet' of 185!!-53 it seemed' as though a general 
r~eW..Q9....!!ere likely in th;-province. Government had ordered. that 
a Revenue Survey be undertaken and several officers welle ap­
pointed to commence operations., It appears that the inhabitants of 
the west part of the province submitted a petition to Government, 
praying that no survey be inbl'oduced. Pending the decision of 
Government on this petitio~, survey operations were llu6pended in 
the west. The survey officel's determined to begin work at Savda. It 
has been remarked before that the people of Khandesh al'e ex\remely 
eonservative and averse to innovations. The cry of • a new custom 
is being introduced" shouted sufficiently loudly and' persistently; and 
backed by almost any kind of' arguments, probable, improbable; 
or impossible, has always baen and now is the easiest metlIod of 
rousing the' worst passions of the- people. Such a cry was raised 
at Savda,' and a crowd estimated at between 10,000 and 15,000 
persons promptly assembled. They drove away the Survey officers, 
beat the' Mamlatdar. administered strange oath&, and announced 
their determination to withstand the survey by armed force. Ex­
presses were sent to the Collector and Major Morris, who proceeded 
to Dharangaon and there awaited the arrival of a regiment 
from Malegaon. The inhabitants of Erandol seemed. to be in 
sympathy and refused to supply transport, But when the regi­
ment marched in they quickly changed their minds. The Collector 
and'Major Morris' marched eastwards .with great; rapidity, 
invested Faizpur one early morning, and Savda later' the 
same day. The rioters were completely taken by surprise. Their 
leaders were captured and,' tI1eir .. arms confiscated. The troops 
remained some'time at Savda, where order was at once restored anti 
the survey 'operations were recommenced. In fact, so speedily and 
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I 
completely did the people bow to the armed force, that not a blow 
was struck, and in a few months the Collector was in a po9ition to 
recommend the release of aU except a very few prominent agitators, 
free pardon being offered to the relit. It is curious that no mention 
is made in the reports of this bloodlellS' campaign of llIly part wken 
in it by the Bhi! Corps. The forces. ho,,·ever. were assembled at 
Dharangnon. and the Commandant led them. so tJlat it ia impossible 
to think that. no detachment of the CorpiJ accompanied him. 

The remaining years of Major 1\Iorris' command produced no 
serious military operations. The gang robberies a.nd disturbances 
which occurred were small, and easily quelled by the local detachmen't.a. 
In 1855 l\Iajor Morris left tll~ corps, and Captain Rose succeeded 
as Commandant. , 

Major Morris bad heen in the corps for fZO J'ear,~. and l}l\d 
a~tuaUy served under Outr~. He saw a large increase in its 
sti:e;itil, and an ex~io~ and'alteration in itll duties. In fact, its 

fun~~'ls-.a!b:~e~ from. th~ of !i. fighti~g regiment, as erganized by 
Outram, mobile and ready W strike. at & mOQlent's notice, hut still a 
regil~e.nt... t.o those of a highly developed hody of armed police, 
scattered in varying detachments over the province, doing its duty 
well on the whole. but 8ubject to the (aults attending on detached 
duty and infrequent supenision. Only' one-fourth of the corps was 
",t headquarteM, and the guards. consisting of the remaining three­
fourths, were relieved at irregular ~tervaJs, aDd. inspected when 
possible. 

The Command8.nt._~~<!. Adjutan'b were also Magiidratcs and 
Police. Otfi('crs. but tlley concerned Ulcmselves £hic8y with their regi­
mCJl~ _d'iil.i.e.. As to th~ !n~ '-Dd 8rd in collUDand, they did practically 
DQ military duty. 8J)d lI'ere. ~ aU intent. and purpOSC1t assi9tanta tJ). 

die COlfec£ilf lOr .... work among ·~.e. Jlhils. TheLopened schools, 
repaired roads, liup~rint.ended forests, and- thhmetf our"the 
dangerous ~amc, and this in addition to' heavy magisterial, police, and 
revenue dutic~: The introduction or vaccination, and the improve­
ment of the colton staple were among the various odd jobs to whicll 
Captain Rose turned hi» hand. It is noteworthy \hat great assistance 
was giv!!ll him iQ building a foad up the Ajaqta Ghatl and parti­
cularly iD the Jmsparing d~tructi01l of tigent, panthers, and bears. 
b;r1\hjof, Gill, the talented attic!!r of the Madras arm,.. who ldJUed 
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nea.r Ajanha a.nd made the famous reproductions of the frescos in 
the Ajanta caves. 

It is hardly to be wondered at, considering the semi-detached 
position of his officers, that the quarrel I over disciplinary matters 
alluded to above should have been frequent and bitter. l\lajor 
Morris appears, to one clI.ilually reading the numerous lottcrs on 
these topie., to have been somewhat punctilious, apt to pose as a 
strict soldier, and to put on the airs of "the oldest resident." He 
cannot. be denied, howev.er, the honour of having carried on and 
completed Outram's work. both as soldier and organizer, and jf he 
lIeemed undllly touchy and sensitive, it. is only fair to him to attri­
bute his attitude to a pride in his regiment. 

The Government minute on his services is here reproduced. 
MEMO. 

Under date the !l3rd July 1885, Lieutenant (now Major) 
'W. J. Morris, was appointed Adjutant of the Khandesh Bheel 
Corps, and confirmed in that appointment on the 27th of the 
following month. On the 19th May 1841 he was appointed 
Acting Bheel Agent and Commandant of the Khandesh Bheel 
Corps and confh:med on the 16th July 1845. Finally on 
the Srd September 1852 he wall appointed Political Assistant 
to the Collector and Magistrate of Khandesh, with an addition 
to his smary of Its. 800 per mensem. . 

!! Major Morris' services have been specially noticed by th'e 
Government eight times. once by the Government of India 
and twice by the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

3 This Government complimented him four times, and the 
Honourable the Court of Directors once for his highly credit:­
able and efficient superintendence of the Rheel colonies in 
l\.'bandesh, as well as for Ilia judicious and successful arrange­
ments for the education of the sons of Bheel Naiks, and 
again this Government acknowledged the tact and judgment 
with which he, in the course of nille months, converted 
Nowloo Wulud Khusral, a Dhang Raja, to peaceable, indu'&tri­
ous and studiouit habits. 

.. This Government. the Government of India, and the Honour­
able the Court of Directors, severally thanked him for hiS'. 
a~tive and persevering operations against the' predatorl 
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Bheels uetween the western extremity of the Satpoora Hil1ti 
and the Nerbudda River in the year 1841 • 

• 5 In 184<11 and 18+6 he was commended by Governmen~ in the 
first instance for the gallant capture of the strong Ghurree 
of Wurkheira, and, in the second, for the zeai witb which he 
pursued nntifbe captured the Kover Wussowa of Chickley. 

BOl\fBAY CASTLE, 

6th April 1856. , 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON, 
Secretary to GOTlernmen~. 

No. 3007. 

Orders by H. E. LORD ELPHINSTONE. 

This memo. might be inconporated in a resolution conveying the 
thanks of Government to Major Morris and exprellSing our 
regret that the state of hi", health compels him to relinquish 
his appointment. 

E.-Ap.56. 
Note by a M,mber of Council. 

No. 3,008. 
l\I.'~ services as a Police Officer in the Itagogee Rangra affair 

and in other matters should, I think, be noticed. They were 
distinguished. 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM, 

AND 'l'HE' STORM. 

CAPTAIN IlO~ ouly officiated in command, for in 1856 Major 
A. U. Haselwood of the 3rd Native Infantry wa .. appointed 

COlllmandant, adding to the already formidable li~t of his titles that 
of Political Assistant to the Collector. Captain Rose, however; had 
continued, before be left command, the &Ulnmary of measures among 
the Bhils which Captain Graham had brought down to 1843, as far 
as the current year. He gives the following striking tribute to the 
work of t:he corps. 

'l'he' Bheel Corpl>-upwards of a thousand strong-affords a 
favourite field for the services' and maintenance of such as 

belong to it j ana to the agency of this local corps which 
is scattered over the province in numerous detachments on 
police duties and as guards over the different disbict 
treasuries (vide Appendix No.1) is mainly to be attributed 
the "tate of' public good order which is now predominant 
throughout Khandebh. 

1\:1ost of his review is devoted to the increase of material and 
moral well-being among the Bhi/s, with whom he llatl been more 

. associated as agent than as regimontal officer. One pabsage is 
worth quoting, to shed light on~the Bhil charadeI'. .. They display, ,,' 
he write/!, to< affectionate ebteem for gentlemen who h/.l-ve dwelt long 
amoug them, and whose character-meets their approbation, and they 
!Still venel'ate the name of Outram ... 

In 1856. after long negotiations, the~f()rt llnd surrounding~_ of 
Sin~y~l~ich h~d '. b~QJM!<1er~L!l-s .P~!~ .£tJ\han.4.ew,..though • 

• tt ...- • 0, , 
lying amids~ Hal!-a~_!ertltorle~, were- finaJIx s.iven ~~_ to·t~!tt . :: ," . 
prl~~. -
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Tobe province was in a state. of more profound peace during 

1856 ~~~.!h,e_.earlier pa!L9(l~S'Uh~U~.£!l_lmow~ ~Q.r . .Yl:arl!. 
-S~-~~ch so, that the officials had nothing better to do than quarrel 
among themselves. The first of those departmental Inspectors 
General, of whom there are now so many, proved no more of a blessing 
to the district officers than most of his successor" 11Iu'e done. This 
was the Commissioner of Police, who was now finding his feet, and 
bcginnjng to issue orders to the Dhil Corplo without reference to 
the Magistrate and Colleelor. The matter was sent up to Govern­
ment, which, fortunately fo; itself, .gave unqualified support to the 
Collectur, jmd practically told the Police Commi8bioner to mind hi!! 
own bu&ine&s. Fortunately, for in ~Ir. Mum.field the province wat! 
blcsii'ed with a Collector wh~}~~d four years' locul experience, the 
confidenco of Lord .Elphins'tone and the trU!st of his staff. Though 
a Civiliana he himself superintellded the military operatiolls" hich 
Olicest~rted became rapidly moro extended. The military officers in 
charge looked to him for advice and assistance, if not for actual 
orders. The st.ate and conformation of allY part of the PTI;wince, 
its suitability for martial operations. supplies, intelligence of the 
enemy's movements and strength, all these Mr •. l\Iansfield had at 
his fingers>" ends. He seemed to know instinctively when to begin 
and when to end an expedition, how to husband his forces, when and 
where to strike an effective blow. A mOl'e apathetic man might 
have left the soldiers to themselves, a more head!>trong might have , 
illsillted on t~king the field himself. Mr. Mansfield, though by 
no means rcstl'icting Ilimself to headquarters, seemed always to be 
at the mObt central place, directing the commis'bariat, lind eonlitituting 
himself an Intelligence Bureau aud generally It mine of' w,eful 
information. 

:Major Ha!>el\\ood, WIll> a martyr to d'y~entcl'Y during 1857, bO 

that Mr. l\11!,!!.,:fi_c.I.~ one time asked that be might be removed, 
and that Cal'taill Auld, now at Savantvadi, might be Ioeut 1'01' to 
replace bim. Major Hasclwood, however, rapidly 'recovered, and 
himself took the field in 1858, 

During 1857 Captain Dirdl, 2nd in COlllrualJ(1 of' the Bhll 
Corps, proved himself an 'officer of dash, judgment, an~ ability, and 
neutralized the ill, dfects OB the corps of Major Ha&eh~ ood's 
.sicknes/i and inability to work. 
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Before proceeding to rel/rtc the incident!! of the .mutiny in 
Khandesh, it will be as well to take note of a measure, which though 
it actually took effect late in the autumn, has a bearing on all the 

subsequent proceedings. I! was thought desirable i![!!~E: ~.,~~~lr. 
to ~~~UhLenQXID2.U~,crowds of rcbel~ Bhi!.s~n...? ~~~~~, to .raise 
It Rceond Rhil Corp.s. The nucleus WIl.S formed of men from the 
~f;orps, and recruits were obtained as quickly Its possible and 
taught the elements of drill. The sanctioned strel'!gth of each 
corps was 1000 of all ranks. A staff of European officers was 
appointed to each'as follows:-

~]{,)~nd~~BQ.j.1 CQrP$;-
Commandant: Majo~' A. M. JIaselwood. 
flnd in Command: Captain H. F. Davies. 
Adjutant: Lieut. A. Bel!. 

flnd Khandesh.Bhil Corps­
Commandant: Captain H..:.!!!!,,,,h. 
flnd in Command: Lieut. F. W. Atkins. 

These appointmeilts date from1!~~.!l.~gJ".18.57. Some difficulty 
was experienced iIi procming an Adjutant for the 2nd Corps, but 
Lieut. T. ~('h!:r of the 11th Native Infantry wal! appointed in 
December. 

Tllat the mutiny in Khandesh was indIrectly seLi~ ~,()tion by 
the ter!,ible eveE-ts i~_~E.~~Jndia is without doubt. Thatthere 
was direct. connexion is cxtpemely doubtful, and that there was any 
collusion 01' attempt at united action between the Khnndesli out· 
laws and the mutineus or' Upper India is impossible. 

The indirect connexion may be inferred from the stories and 
rumOUrs current over the country, from the arrival of occasional 
stragglers from the seat of war, and from the visible preparations 
of Government. The road from Bombay to Upper India divided 
at Dhulia. It was neces!lary to cros!> the Satpuras either at the 
Sindva Pas:;, or by way of A~irgadh. Modern map!> shew this most 
piainJ.¥a for lhe Agra road takes the former; and the G. I: P. Hy. 
the lM'er route. Officer.~, men, and stores were continually passing 
.up. Now the llhils re&cmble the Irish people in many ways. 
Improvident and. iilCO!lsequent, they possess a s!r_~lIL!~!!S.~_ .. p£ 

, humour. Though it has been shown..... that t.hey Jllade, exccllcnt 
-..-.--. . '-_.~~ .__---n 

soll~el's, yet'it. was their tradition to ?~_~,ag~l. !!t£.Jt_o'yer,n~ ... 
>. -,,- ',' 26 
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TJu'y were also in the ('ondition described as 'spoiling for 8. fight.' 
Those lI'hom Government employed were willing and able tQ fight for 
GOl'el'l1ment, Unemployerl Bhils prcferl'ed fighting againsb Go,-ern­
l11<'nt to going "it.hout n fight altogether. Unlike the Irish, most 
of them hnd hel'1I but. 1\ few years pltst untamed'. savages, nt, \\I\f 

not only with their own re('ogni1.ed GOl-ernment, but with civilization 
and humanit.y generally. The eom"inat.ion of all these {'harnc­
t.eristics, and the cir(,lIm~tan('es of the t,inl(~s were no doubt too 
~trong for Uhil equanimitJ, IiIO that the Bhils yiclJt'd t.o the tt'mpta· 
tion to take to the hiIllI on('e more. 

Of direet ('onnexion b~tll'eel1 the Bhils nnd Uppel' Indil\ there 
i .. little proof. Some of the lell/lers boasted of lett.('rs of authority 
granted by t.he King of Delhi. The cry of .. kill 1111 whitt' men" 
was reported once -in Khaniler,h. It was even said t.hat the enormous 
q~lIlnti.ty of treasnre lootl'd by the Satpura Bhil" had been sent 
through from Bombay on pllrpOioe to 'be looted, and so to, financt' 
the Bhils. As to the firht statemt'nt, Captain Birch rightly argued that 
probably no single Bhil knew where Delhi walol, or had heard of any 
king there. For listt'lling to the second rllmour, an officer of tilt' 
Hhil Corps \Va" pronoul\ced unduly nervous and remand~d to hi .• 
regi~lent. The Bombay merchants 1\ ho wert' looted :"'~re, it wa~ 
argut'd, most probably honest denIers in opium, and it was only the 
guards over fht'ir tremmre "ho were either timid, ('orrupt, or both. 

No single recorded act.ion, movement, or correspondence exists 
to shell' /lily coIlabOl'ation bctwccn tht' nhils and the Upper India 
mutineers. They had ample opportunities of combining with the 
rebels or communicating with them hut seized none. ,,,h('l1 TantJa 
Topel' c~me almost as fnl' fIJi the ('onfint's of Khnndesh. not a Bhi! 
\lent to join him. 

The attitude of the nhils in faet. resembles that of the mt\d 
dog in the rllymt'. 

The dog, to gain Bome private auJB, 
IVent mad, and bit tile 'man. • 

Isolnted from the gencl'Rl revolt, the Bhils 8ti1l contrived to 
gi"e a great deal of trouble, mHl to cause the expenditure of mnny 
men and much money "(,fore they w('r~ again reduced to submission. 

, 'rh.c firs~ active opi>rations took place -in the month of June, 
when ncll'S lI'a~ reechoed that n large body of H. II. tJle Sizam'~ 
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cavalry at Aurangabad had llIutinicd, and wcrc dlscclldillg on 
Khalldcbl,l by way of' the Ajanta Pass. Captaiu Birch was quickly 
on thc spot, and scnt the following rcport :-

From 

To 

-SIR, 

CAPTAIN H. BIRCH .. 

1sT ASSISTANT SUP1!:RIN'l'ENDENT OF l)oLICE. 

MAJOll A. 1\1. HASELWOOD, 
SUPERIYTENDEXT OF rOLICI::, 

I{HAND};SlI. 

Cump Jalltnair. !.J,th June 1857. 

A l'cport has jUtlt rcached me from thc Mamlatdar of Edalabad 
that (700) sevcn hundred a~lUcd mell arc (Ill their march 
from Aurungabad to Boorhanpoo1'. TIn:] havc not, 
however, yet reachcd the Adjullta Ghaut. 

I have takell all necesl>ary meabures for procuring infol'lllati!>1l of' 
their 1l)0vement'i, and shall act as CirCUllll>~allees muy dictate. 

Should the number of JIlsurgcntl! be cxaggerated and 1I0t exceed 
300 01' 400 I :,hall attack them in the Ghaut. Should they be 
of' the reported strength, -1 shall be able only to hang on 
their bkirt and to the best of my 'ability prevent them from 
looting. 

2 '1'he1'e being at present Ilupees 2:3;000 in the J alllnail' 
Treasury, I have taken the liberty' of' advising the l\1ailllatdar 
to forward Rupees 20,OQO immediately to Dhoolia, and to 
call into Jalllnair, whatever money may be in the Bodwad 
Treasury. 

3 I ~m right well sati:,fied with lily men. We arrived this 
Illorning, thus, notwithbtanding pouring rain, mud and other 
dil>agreeables, making a mareh of (<:1.6) forty-six miles in 
(SO) thirtJt hours. 

4· I ]lave taken the libelty of ordering thc :Foujdar of' Jamnair 
to btand faclt pending furthcr instructions from you, and 
I beg that yO\! will allow him to remain just for the 
present. 

1 have the honoul' to be &c., 
H. BlItCH, CAPTAIN, 

. 1st .lastt. 'Supt. Dr Police.· 
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The numbers of these deserters lJad bt'en lIIu_eh ovelT~tcd. n 
"... . ..,.. - ----- . ~, _ ... - - '~-.,., ........ - ~. 

\\at! subbequentIy found out tIiat there werc never more than S0lllC 
:30 or 40 of them attempting to get into I(:illlnder.h. The malter --- -- -~''-
was, however, looked 011 very sCI'iously by Government, for 11 

. tdegram \l'ILS Jespatdlcd to 1\1r. 1\laubfielU as under, and rellUlted 
in the orders quoted. 

Telegraphic Mcssage-
" Cau the Bheel Corps Itt DhUlTuugaulll combine \\ ith the Ellich­

pore force to intercept and debtI·oy fugitives from Auruuga­
bad beforo they crObS the Taptec:' 

" Send Expretis at DllUrrungllum alld Ellichpore." 
"The troops at l\IalIigaulll bhould keep fugitives 011 the 

Agra Hoad." 
No. 168 of 185;. 

1"1"0111 

l\IAJOR A. 1\1. IIASEL WOOD, 

COMM4NDING l(U.\NDEIiH BUEEL COlU'S. 

To 
LIEUT. R. C. KENNEDY, 

ADJUTANT, KUA!ilDESU BUEEL CORPS, DUl'JlJlUNG,\l'~r. 

Carnp Malligaum, ~5th June 1857. 
SIR, 

I have the honour to trlUlbJllit f01" your information a telegraphic 
message forwarded labt night by (io\erllmcnt to the :Magis­
trate of Calldeibh, and to l'cquebt that you" ill I..eep the con­
tcnts thereof 'UJlwlly to yourself and bc prepared to act as 
circulllstances dictate, ll~lllcly, in intercepting and de!otroying 
fugitives froll1 AUl'Ungabad beforc they Cl"Ol>8 the Taptce. 

!l l"ul"thcr you will ha"e the goodness to take me/lsures {or 
obtaining correct iurol'llIation along the frontier from Adjullta 
to Edulabad on the Ril'cr Pool'na, and fl"Om Edulabad 
a.long the "holc line of the Taptee in the ea&tern Distriell., 
reporting in~tantly by exprCl>S to thc ht Assistant Superin­
tendent of }'oJice and l1IJself the approach of any fugitives 
who may attempt to cross the Taptee into tllis province, and 
at once pI'occeding yourself in perlion with such men I1S you 
may consider IlCCe~~M'y to.intercept 1IJ1IJ dCtltroy them. 



THE CALM' AND THE II'EORM. !05 

3 You will have the goodnetis ~n receipt of t4is communication 
to detach' from headquarters the followIng details to in~ 
crease the outposts of Seerpoor and Sowda. 

To ~eerpoor, under I:he command of Subedar llappoo, 2 
havildars, 3 naiks. 35 privates and 1 bheestee. To 
Sowda, under'the command of Subcdar Esree Prussad, 2 
l1avildars, 8 naik$, 39 privates, and 1 blleestee. 

4 Ammunition to the extent of ~ne hundred rounds per man 
with a due proportion of percussion caps to be transmitted 
with each detail on the bullocks attached to the corps. In· 
structions for the guidance of the officers in command of the 
abovc dclails will be transmitted to them direct, and a copy 
of the same foward~d for your information hereafter. 

I have the ilOnor to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
A. l\f. HASELWOOD, MAJOR, 

Commanding Bheel Corps. 

C~plain, Bit'ch succeeded in l'ounding up and disarming !e!e men 
at Talegaon near Jamncr, but this was all. The comparatively slight 
danger on the southern frontier was now eclipsed by a much more 
seriou:> one at Burhanpur and Asirgadh. Captain Birch left Jamner 
on .J,th July and arrived at Raver on 6th morning, another little jaunt 
of S0111e 45 miles. Two companies of the 19th Native Infantry and 
two troOpti of the Nizam's Uisala had been ol'dered to Raver on flnd. 
but did not arrive in'time, The Bhils had little rest after thcir long 
march, for Captain Birch had work for them to do, as his letter 
quoted 5howll:~ 

I"rom 
CAPTAIN H. BInCH, 

1sT ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE. 

'1'0 
S. MANSF'lELD, ESQUIRE. 

COLLECTOR AND MAGISTRATE, KUANDESH. 

Camp' Rawair, 6th Ju1U 1857. 
SIR, 

I have the honor to submit that 1 have just l'cceived ll. Report 
from' the l\Iamletdal' of Asseerghul', who is stationed at 
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Bahadurpoor (:3 miles thi" side of Boorhun poor) ~hat a part 
of the Scindia's contingent be,onging to the garrh,on uf 
AblSccrghur, who have becn for bome timc on duty at Boor­
hUIlPOOl', were rccalled to As!>eer on the :f.th, but that they lw.ve 
returned to Bool'h~lIpoor iu a. state of mutiny and threaten 
the tonn. He further 'HiLes tha! the Soobah has closed the 
gutc~ of the town and refused to admit them. 

!! I march 011 Buhadurpoor directly the men have had something 
to cat, HIllI my further operntion~ \\ ill of COUl'be depund on 
circulUbtunces. 

1 have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your morst olJedient bCr\'~nt 

H. BmCn • 
• 

1st ..tslI;.stant Su Jlcrilttc1t(lcnt of l'olice. 

The little force of Ehils, jUl,t'one hundred btrong, lJIarched 011 

Burhanpoor, a1'l'iving there at daybreak. What they did is best told 

in Capta.in Dirch's 0\\ n '" ordb • 
• 

l!'l'om 

CAPTAIN H. DlUCH, 
1sT ASISIISTANT SUPJ::RINTt:NDENT OF !'OLICE. , 

To 

S. l\lANSl'IELD, EIIQUlRl':, 

COLLECTOR A,ND l\IAGIS·"R.\TE 01' KlI.\NHEIlH. 

Camp Boor'ta~poor, 7t1& Jul!l 18,j7. 
SUt, 

\Vitli reference to my kiter No. 333 of YCbtel"lla,Y'r, dale, I hl\Ve 

the honor to repoI'! t11nt 011 Illy Il.l'rh·nl at Bahadurpoor I 
received a letter from Colonel Le Mcssurier "tating that sOllie 
of the 8cindia'II contingcnt (l05) one hundred and 6,'c in 
number were in a state of mutiny outsitle the walls of 
Do!,rhanpoor, and J't.'qucsting me, !>hould I consider it possi­
hlc, to try and dislu'm them. 1 at once continued my murch, 
al'l'iving Ilt Dool'lianpoor at 3 o'clock this morning, and at 
daybreak baving made my' nrrangcmcntR I mnnaged to 
dirsan~1 the~c lUutinous men \\iLhout II. mUtokct being iIi/j­
charged. 
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le I have their arms and ammunition under a strong guard, two 
of the most mutinous, a Havildar l\IajoI: and a Naik, arc 
('Io~e prisoncl's, as also 2 of the bCPOYS of the Soobah of' 
BooJ'liallpoor, who last night went. to the' mutineers and in­
forming them of my approach begged them to attack m~' 
force ere it reached the city. I attribute my success in a 
great measure to the stl'cngth of my detachment being great­
ly exaggerated (reports I must own I rather favoured than 
otherwise) the mutin.eers having imagined that I had guns in 
thc town ready to open on them shollid they refuse to lay 
down their arms. 

3 J cannot refrain from bringing to noticc the good conduct of 
my Bhecls. They marched from Jamnair to Boorhanpoor in 
3 (three) nights and answel'ed to my every order with the 
greatest willingness. 

I have the houor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most ob~dient servant, 

H1' BIRCH, CAPTAIN, 

1st ASSl"t';lnt Superintendent of Police. 

This done, more waF; to follow. There was danger at Asirgadh 
itself. This is the way in "h1ch it was mct. 

I·'rom 
CAPTAIN H. BIRCH, 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE, 

leND IN COMMAND OF BHEEL CORPS. 

To 
S. MANSFIELD, ESQ., 

COLLECTOR AND MAGISTRATE, KHANDESH. 

. (:amp Asuerghu,r, 8th July 18.3;. 

Sm, . 
I have thc honor to submit that last evening I received rep()l'ts 

to effect that the fort of Asscerghur was t6 be attacked in the 
night. Knowing that Colonel Le l\Iessuricr had 110 garrison, I. 
at 1le o'clock at night marched stealtl,ily out of Boorhanpool', 
takillg with me all the arms, -ammunition, etc., of thE" muti­
neel's as also the 3 ringleaders. . It poured with- rain the 
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whole night and the road in some pll1l'CS waR RCArcdy 
passable. I consequently did not arrive till 5 o'clock this 
morning. No ome1"e took place here although many people, 
inhabitants of the Fort, having heard these reports fled to 
the jungle. 

I have placed myself Rnd dellachment at the dispOllll.1 of Colonel 
Le l\fessuricr for garrison duty. 

I have'the honor t.o b(', 

Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, CAnAIN, 

AIiNiltlJ1Jt./iuperintcndellt of Polit;.(!, 
r !nd inCMit;;;;;;;[g~lCorpfi. 

r-----·,· --.. -"' 
It was a hardy little band which had marched 60 mileR, in n 

nights, and had immediately gone into' action, fOl' of ('ourse no one 
knew that thc Burl1anpoor mutineers would lay down their arms. Bllt 
it must have been a most sleepy and wCAry little band that roused 
itself at midnight the same day, and procl'edcd to march yet another 
16 miles, through thick jungle and poul'in'g'rain, to climb the litl'ep 
~ides of Asirgl!dh. Its arrival put heart of grace into Colonel I.e 
l\Iessurier, and the arrival of the troops from Malegaon W/VI confi­
dently awaited. They ma~ched in on the 11th a:ld Sindia's troops 
were disarmed. Captain Birdl reports a('('ordingly :-

From 

To 

StR, 

CAPTAIN H. BIRCH, 

IsT ASSISTANT SUPERINTEN1)ENT OF' POLICE. 

MAJOR A. 1\1. JlASELWOOD, 

SUPERJXTENDENT 0]1' POLICE, 

Camp Aaaeerg1lur, 12th July 185;. 

I have the honor to rt'port for 'your information that yesterday 
~ compani(';; of the XIX and the ca,-alry having arl'ived, tll(~ 
200 m('n: of the Gwalior Contingent, formerly part of the 
garri;;on of ASl'er, were disarmed. 

l'l ('olonel Le 1\Ies~urj(')· having infol·mer. me that he clln di~pen!'1e 

"ith my serl'ices probably on the 15th instant, I would hei 
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that instructiolls as to my remaining ab Rawair or proceeding 
cltlewhere may be furnished me. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) H. l\I. BIRCH, CAPTAIN, 

1st Assistant Superintendent of Police. 

This affair may seem a small one, but it should be remembered 
that Asirgadh was the key to one of the main through routes from 
Upper India to the Deccan. Had the fort been lost inslead of saved, 
it would have been a most; serious mattei-for- fhe British army. That 
it was~l!Yed.i£~cl~(! ~o_Capta!n.Jl~rcn and h·j~-~ndred..1ihils. 
Considering tJle lengtli. of the marches, th~-wea£Iier,-and the terrible 
state into which cotton soil roads get during heavy rain, it is not too 
much to say that no troops but the Bhil Corps could llave marched 
into Asirgadh with such expedition. 

Captain Birch and Lieutenant Kennedy, who had succeeded him 
at Jamner, were now recalled to Dharangaoll. where they were badly 
needed to consolidate the raw mass of recruits being rai~ed for the 
new Bhi! Corps. Captain Birch's detachment was rewarded with 
money, and with promotion in the ,!lew corps. 

The eastern frontier now seemed quiet, and it is to be noted 
that llitherto no trouble had been experie~~'!!..~he Bhils_Jlwn­
selves. '"It was -;ot long in ~oming.-Lieutenant Kennedy waueut.to 
the west, where BhUs from_Badvani State, under two leade~s named 
Bhi.!!!!!-..and l\Iavasya, had assembled for the purposeS of pllll1der. 
Lieutenant Kennedy marched on their bands, and fought an action, 
which ended in a retreat, and wall considered by the insurgents a vic­
tory. ,Lieutenant Kennedy was himself accused of cowardice. This 
monstrous charge was abundantly refuted, but it was rightly thought 

, th~t Lieutenant Kennedy had acted rasMy and injudicioubly. Instead 
of defending his o-im frontier he advanced witJI insufficient forces 
a long way into difficult country after an enemy of unknown 
strengtb, only to be defeated and turned back. He was pronounced 
unfit f01'l 4< Police duty» and remanded to his regiment. Prob­

ably .!-he ~~act;.'p!J.tLU:C_, of _ th~ ," po1!~e_,,~lltl_.'~! ~hos~~'y_s!!;nd the 
diatinction 'between it and military duty, might be 'made clear by , , . "'-- ,- -,- .--- ' , 27'--
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comparison witli and duties of the Burma Military Police of the 
present day. Tha,1; police force is more concerned with defending & 

disturbed frontier than w~th the routine usually connoted by .. Police 
duty," and yet, only a few months before, little more had been 
expected of the ;ahi! Corps than is expected of the ordinary police 
of an orderly district to-day. ¥r. Mansfield did not care to trust 
Lieutenant Kennedy with tlle sole responsibility, but he recognized 
in him a brave soldier, for he requested him n(}~ to join his regiment 
but to remain' in the province and' ass-ist in the operationli now 
beginning, purely in his military capacity. 

Capt. Birch was sent to Shirpur. Lieut. Kennedy being retained 
in charge of & detachment at Shallada and TaIoda. Capt. Birch was 
for immediately attacking the rebels, who were reported about 800 
or 900 strong. HII asked that Lieut. Kennedy'S party, and 100 men 
from Dhulia might be sent to him. Mr. Mansfield Wall apparently of 
th~ same opinion, for he telegraphed 'Very decidedly on 8th September. 

No. S. 
ELEC. TEL. OFFICE, SEERPOOR. 

8th Sep..tember:. 18~7. 

Prom M alligaum. Tuesday, 8th SeEtember u-o afternoon. 

To 

From 

CAMAIN BIRCH, 
SEERPOOR. 

Mr. MANSFIELD • 

.. ~end for Kajee Sing and &&certain from him if any bodies of 
Burwanee Bheels are encamped on the frontiel' of the Tllalnair 
Talooka, and if they are the same lately attacked by Lieute­

.nant Kennedy or different parties, or ascertain the pos!>ibility 
of attacking them .and marching through the part of thc 
couQtry they are encamped in into the Sooltanpoor TaIooka. 
The object of your going to Thalnair and Sooltanpoor is to 

.. prevent for the present jncursionS' of the 1!~rwanee Dheels 
into those distridbs which can only be effected by indicting 
,on·them'seriousloss." , 

The r~!,l!~rs:emcnts. however, ,,'ere not sent. and ,Ca.pt. Birch 
occull:!~d ~s time in vi6iti~g frontier villages. ~nd s~c~ing tholie 
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Bhils WllO were suspected of being in league with the enemy or of 
withholding information from the authorities. The delay lVas 

, ' I 

fatal, for the warden of. tI!!.pas~ the'protector of the Agra ~.a~ the 
"no~e a';;';J .Er~~!1tram.l.yieldea.!? temptation :!~d . .ioiI!ed.1~ 
rebels with 200 followers. He henceforward becomes the most 
~erous en~m.Y~~fG~mt~ well !nowing 'that h~' pad li~~e 
chan~f~ .~~!:~ Ca~t. Birc~ actually, inte~viewed Khaja 
Sing on the day on which he rebelled, and was put off by promises. 
'l'he his~ory of the next few day~ is graphiCally told in a series 01 
telegrams and a letter from Capt. Birch, here reproduced. 

From Seerp,!or, Wedncsday. 7th October 1857. 

From 
CAPTAIN BIRCH, 

. . MALLIGAuM. 

To 
Ur. MANSFIELD. 

"Last evening Ma~ and O~ Naik with about ~ 
hundred men came from the Scindwah side to Sangvee Kajee 
Sing's station j and I have just received news that Kajee Sing 
with these and other two hundred that he has collected lias 
gone off. ,He told my' Subedar that he WIl:s\going t<?. ~~ ) 
and would hereaft<!r forward a petition and threatened to 
shoot him if he came near. I have however little dou~thllJ!l he 
will j~in the gang un'der' Bheema Naik., '~ 

I have sent to Dhoolia for 'one h~ndred men and request your 
sanction to the same. 

I beg some Sowars may be sent. I shall at once take measures 
'for guarding the ghaut. 

8th October 1857, Seerpoor. 

From 
CAPTAIN BIRCH, 

To' 
Mr. MANSFIELD • 

.. I hay!! just returned, having followed up Kajee Sing beyond 
our ~oundary; ,he is with a~ear the 
Jllmnjll Chowkee beyond the ghaut~ consequently three koss 
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beyond .our boundaries; he . has cut the telegraph wire in 
many places. 

The post fl'om Mhow has not arrived, 80 I fancy it must hav,e 
been stopped, and the post. to Mhow is about to be sent. via 

Asseerghur. 
I beg that I may be furnished with instruction;, a9 to iny further 

proceedings." 

1 .4; ftI. 7'hursdoy, 8th October 18.)7. 

From 
CAPTAIN BIRCH. 

SEERPOOR. 

To 
Mr •. MANSFIELD. 

MALLIGAUlIl • 

.. Last. evening Kajee Sing with between four and five hundred 
men loot.ed Pullasneer~ carried oft' the dllwk horses and 
broke the telegraphic wire in!e place.i. Mahadoo Naik or 
Nandeir Chowkee and Dowloo Naik of Jamn~a, both or the 
ScimJwah side, have joined him. 

I think it would be well if a. company of Regulars were stationed 
here for a short time. I should then with my Bheels be 
able effp~al1y to guard the Ghaut. I sent off express to 
Dhooli·a last night for one hundred men. 

E. T. OFFICE SEEIlPOOB, 

8th October 1857. 

From lJIalligaum, Thursday 8th October 1857, Siz A. II. 

From 
Mr. MANSI<'IELD, 

To 
CAPTAIN BIRCH, 

SEEllPOOll • 

.. I have sent oft' an express to Colonel Durand via Asseerghur 
and hope Holkllr will send off a force' im. .. ·nediate1y to 

. co-operate. However, when the company of the nineteenth 
and the BheeIa and Sowars from Dhoolia arrive and JOu have 
a chanc.e ot attacking Kajee Sing I should flot hesitate to da 
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80, However you are on ,the spot and (lan form a better 
judgment than I can and therefore I give you carte blanche 
to do what you think best. With \wo hundred Infantry and 
fifty Cavalry you ought Ito beat any ,number ,of Bheels in the 
plain. I would noif; follow them into the Hills until you receive 
;einforcement from Holkar and the Rajah of Burwany i the 
latter is planning an expedition against Bheemia N:aik. I 
have no doubt that Kajee Sing if hard pressed will join him. 
You must have a large party in Seerpoor; 

To 
Mr. BELLINGTON, 

COMMISSIONER OF POLICE. 

Kajee Sing Naik with three other Naiks of the Scinawah side 
have thrown themselves into 11 small 'fort 'on the ghaut two 
koss beyond our boundaries, IS koss from Seerpoor. They 
are above eight hundred strong, all the Bheel Chowkedars have 
jo~ned and Bheels from all sides are Bocking to him. Amongst 
them are about one hundred and fifty matchlockUlen, eighty 
of whom are Musalman,. 

~he dak did not arrive ye~erdax from Mh.ow so must have 
been stopped. They have looted the vi.1lage of Pullusneir, 
and cut the telegraph wire in two .or three places, ten koss 
from Seerpoor. I yesterday followed them up beyond our 
boundaries. 

The day before yesterday I telegraphed to Mr. Mansfield that 
for the proper protection of Seerpoor and the road up to, our 
boundary limits 11 koss, I required a company of Regulars 
and one hundred Bheels from Dhoolia; also Sowars making 
up the number to fifty. I have received an answer that 
these will be sent. Bu'ti I have now telegraphed to him thllJb as 
these rebels command the entire ascent of the ghaut, and 
have possession of this fort, an attacking force to manage 
matters effectually ought to be _ at least. four, hundred strong 
also that in ~y opinion Artillery in the shape of a couple of 
light guns are necessary-whethe~ to attack. or to guard 
our Zillah. I think an addition of fifty Sowarl would be 1I10S\ 

desirable. 
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To 
Mr. ~fANSFIELD: 

Kajee Sing has thrown himself into Bhoreghal' Fort two koss trom 
lour frontier. ' Bheeis are 1l0cking to him from every side; 
; three hundred more h~ve joined him, making eight hundred. 

Amongst these are one hundred and fifty Matchlockmen, eighty 
of whom are Musalman and thirty our Bheel Chowkedars. 
Some of Bheemia Naik's men ha"e joined him, and I hear the 
whole gang are about to do 80. 

They command the ascent of the ghaut, and the fort, although 
small, is of stone and verY'strong. 

I consider an attac~ing force should be at least four bundred, 
strong with the a~ditiou of Artillery in the shape ot two light 
guns-of !!ourse it would be most desirable that Holkal' should 
send a f01'ce to co-operate, as escape would be prevented. 

I hear the Barwany Rajah's Dewan has mutinied. 
whether for attack or for patrols other fifty Sowars besides 

those you are abgut to send would be very desirable. 

From 

To 

E. T. Offke. J See"P..oor, 9 Octobef! 1857. 

From Malligaum, 9 October, Friday, 4'58 Evg. 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

CAl'TAIN BIRCH, 

SXEltPOOR. 

Have you been inside the fort of Bhoreghur, is there a gate to it 
that can be closed and is there wate1' in it. 

7-30 Evening, , Camp Seerpoor, 9th Octobe1'. 1857. 

F,l'Om 

To 

_ CAPTAIN BmeH, 

SEElI.POOK. 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 
MALLIGAl1M. 

Worda, 74 S. R. 
,1 have never seen Bhoreghur. 1 have however made eve~y ~nquiry. 

The gate ill broken but is C'flpable of vt!r1 stOut defenee. even 
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nOt taking into consideration the ascent of the gbaut. There 
i~ no water in the fori; but clOge by to the rear and right. 
If you think it necessary and order me I will attack them, as 
no further reinforcements can be given. with the two hundred 
men coming from Dhoolia. 

}'rom 

To 

POLICE .COlIl\nSSIONE~ 
POONA. 

CAPTAIN BIRCH. 
SEERPOOR, KlIANDESH. 

Telegraph to me· immediately what happens near YOlL What 
assistance needed. Are more patrols of Horse required. How 
far beyond Seerpoor is the line cut. 

G. T. ODice 8eerpoM,,9th October. 185;. 

'To 

8eerpoor G. T. Office, 9th October 1857. 

POLICE roUMISSINO~ 
POONA. 

CAPTAIN BIRCH, 
SEERPOOL 

Received your message. I 'wish you had sent it sooner. Your posi.­
tion is one of difficulty but I believe the Commander--in-Cruef 
will direct aid to be pushed on to you at once, in fad I am 
sure of it.' Telegraph dai,ly. You will do your dufJy. do not 
attempt more. We have lost the best man in the department 
in a most gallant but rash attempt' against ten to one. 

From 

To 

G. T.OpiclI 8eerpoor, 9th October 1857. 

POLICE COMMISSIONER, 
POONA. 

CAPTAIN BIRCH. 
SEERPOOJ1, CANDESH. 

Cheer up you must not get sick now you are in orders Comman­
dant cif the Second Battalion ot the BheeI Corps. Telegraph 
reply -yesterday's message. ' 
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Seerpoor, G. T. Office 9th October 1857. 

From .lfolligaum, FridQ,!J 9th. October. 8-55 Afternoon. 

.From 

To 

l\Ir.l\IANSFIEI.D,. 

CAPTAIN BIRCH, 
SEERPOOB. 

There are only two hundred or the 19th yet in l\lalligaum for duty 
and though another rompany is ... arned for service it cannot 
be spared. There are no more Sowars in Candesh available. 
As for Artillery th~re is none of 8ufficient calibre in 1\Ialli­
gaum to breach a wall, but a gate of a forl of even much 
greater strength than BhoregImr could be blown in with a 
bag of fifty pounds of gunpowder. 1 can't help thinking 
that the numbers you mentioned as having joined Khajec 
Sing are very much exaggerated, hut if they arc not they will 
soon be obliged to disper&e to obtain the means of subsistence. 

Major Orr's force lett Edul!1bad on the fourth instant for Mhow 
and I have no doubt Colonel Durant despatched a cow.i,det­

able force against these Bheels. 
You must take care whatever you do not to allow Kajeo Sing to 

double b~ck either to Seerpoor or Choprah •. 
'l'lle Company of the Nineteenth left Malligaum ye"terday and 

. one hundred men of the Dlleel Corps left Dhoolia abo 
yesterday. Tell the l\fllmlctdar to have boats assembled on 
the 'l'l1ptee to enable troop. to cross quickly. I don't suppose 
Major Hazelwood will be able to send you any more 
Bheels. 

From 

To 

Camp' Seerpoor, 10th October 1857, 6-30 Morning. 

CAPTAIN" BIRCH, 
SEEKPOOK. 

THE COMlIISSIONER OF POLICE, 
POONA. 

Mr. Mausfield has telegraphed thn'l; no mOTe trooplS. can be 
spared. I have answered that as no reinforcements call be 
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given should he .consider it necessary .and order it I will 
attack the Hebels with the two hundred men ~hen they arrive. 
Ant)thel",Bh~l.. village five koss ,from this has been deserted, 
and all the Bheels gone over toJilljee Sing. I heal' another 
baud ib forming to the North East of Shadah. 

I hear the .8aJ:waa)'== Rajah's~ has mutinied and is raising 
,troop~. If true lie will no doubt join one of these bands. 

Nothing of moment has' occurred. 

}<'rom 

To 

Camp Seerp'oor, 10th. Octobefl185"1. 9 Morning, 

,<;4-PTA.-!N ,BIRCH, 
SEERPOOB. 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 
,MALLIGAUM. 

AlI the Bheels' of Bolarie Korreta and U.oomkhera have gone over .. --~ 

to Ka~, above one hundred. I hear for certain that 
Bh?ia Naik with his gang joined him yesterday. The 
l\famletdar of this place informs me that he suspec\:a all the 
Musalman Revenue 1)eons will do so. I have se~t off express 
to Major Haselwood to send some men to guard Choprah in 
case tI1c enemy should go round by the Scindwah side for 
attack. They can't get ther~ from this side without my 
knowledge as I have pickets out. 

Nomen have yet arrived from Dhoolia. I hear that two bands 
have formed to the north and north, east of Shada~. 

Fro!" Bombay,,lptk October, Saturday,. 10-40 :lJlorning. 

<From 
LORD ELPHINSTONE, 

To 

.CAP!~!li' ~1Jt:GH. 
SEE~POC!R. 

,I ~ve seen your ,message of to.-day to the Police Commissioner 
,in ,,:h.ich,You say you, ha.ve asked Mr. l\1tt.nsfield • .'If,hethel' you 
should a.ttack, the Bheels .with f.,he, tWJ) h.u.wJl'~~. I don't 

, 28 
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wish you to attack them but watch them until further rein­
forcements reach. you • 

1 have telegraphed to Mr. Mansfield to send all he can to you. 

From 

To 

CAl'TAlN H. BIRCH, 
-- As~isTANT SuiEiI.lNTENDJ:~T OP' POUCE, 

KHANDdH. 

S. MANSFIELD. ESQUIRE, 
-~ .. 

MAGllITllATE, 

KRANDESH. 

CamE' Seer,oor. UtA October, 1857. 
SUt, 
1 have now the honor to l'eport in detail all circumstances attend­

ing the def~2.I}....oL..Ka.ke_Sing 'N.,.!i!...of San£!c. On the 
evening of the '6th instant 1 received a report that Mhadoo 
of Nandeir Chowkee and Dowloo of Samnia Chowkee both 
Bheel Naiks of the Scindwah side, with two hundred men had 
COIne to Sangwee on a visit to Kajee Sing. At dawn I 
started for Sangwee. and had all interview with theoe naiks. 
They informed me that 'they had come to see their relation; 
Kajce Sing, as also to pay their respects to me. I represent­
ed to Kajee Sing that it was not desirable that so many men 
should remain in our dilltricts, and I hoped they would return 
the saIne day to their own Chowkee ; he told me such was their 
intention and that he was about. to give them something to 
cat and lend them away. , 

I left a Russaldar and a few Sowars at Sangwee with orders to 
report in the evening as to whether they had left Sangwee 
or not. I further took measures to ascertain that they went 

• beyond our territory. 
In the evening I received a report that the Naib had left 

Sangwee but that Kajee Si.ng had gone with them ,"aying 
that he was about to visit Holker Sirdar. and that when my 
Subedar (on duty at SanS"'ee,) had told him he had better 
not go without- leave he had threatened to shoot him. I 
immediately sent off' some men to Sungwe" intending to 
follow them upon horllcbuck and sent off' express to Dhoolia 
• 
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for one hundred men. Shortly before one o'clock A.:M. I 
received a report that Kajee Sing had looted Pullusnair Gaunt, 
I started at once with a few Sowars' ~nd followed him up to 
about a mile beyond our Territory. I found that :Kajee 
Sing and the above mentioned Naiks had looted PulluSl}air in 
the evening-carriid oft' the. Dak Horses. cut the Telegraph 
in three places an4 were tben at JamD,ia (three koss beyond 
our boundaries) with five hundred men numbered amongst 
whom were about eigh~y Mussulman purdasees, etc., and 
thirty4'our Ghaut chowkeedars. I further ascertained that 
Oomed Sing and Samjee Naik had joined the band. I sta­
tioned a pic~et of the Rhee!" corps at Pullu~nair 'supported 
by a weaker one at Kurwan. further I distributed the remain­
ing chowkeedars as I thought best. 

The following morning I found that Kajee ~ing had thrown 
himself into the Fort of ]Joreghur, a small but strong stone 
fort on the top of the Ghaut, also that he had been joined 
by other three hundred Rheels, the greater number of whom 
were from the Scindwah side and many from our neighbour­
ing villages-his position was well chosen and one of great 
~trength as he commanded the whole ascent of the Ghaut. 

I consequently strengthened the picket a'll Pullusnair and a:dvan­
ced the one from Kurwun, to Sangwee' filling their place 
with a n';Imber of chowkeedars. I also sent out Sowars to 
patrol the road as far as my out picket and wrote oft' 
express to Major Haselwood to ~end a guard out for the' 
better protection of Choprah. 

On the 10th 'Instant it was reported to me that ~ore Rheels 
from the villages about had j"oined Kaj~e Sing. The Mam­
letdar also expressed his doubts as to thi~ loyalty of the 
Mus-ulman Peons in Seerpoor. In the evening I found that 
the Rebels had left the Ghaut and had gone off to the North 
West in the direction of the P.unch' Samba Hills. A rein­
forcement of one or two hundred men from Dhoolia having 
arri'ved I yesterday advanced my men to Roreghur Fort 
evacuated by the enemy and sent out ~ore Horse to Patrol 
the rO/ld between Pullubnair and Scindwah six koss beyond 
our territory. 
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~ '1'.he strength of the enemy is (including' all cabt.es) as near as 
I can ascertain between eigllt and nine hundred. I have been 
informed that nheemia Naik with his gang has joined Kajee 
8illg but I am inclined to doubt the truth of this statement. 

3 Altbough in cOllbequellce of' Kajee 8ing's attempt to raise a 
Inrge body of men as rcpottcd by me to Major Hll.selwood 
011 the ~4tb ultirpo and on the 30th ultimo, and ~nd Instant 
to yourself I had my btlspicion that hib jnt.cntions were not 
loyal, stilI without some good proof of tIle same I did 1I0t 

feel justified in, on my o\\n Authority, taking allY decided 
steps. Had I for an instant imagined that he was likely to 
brealt out into open reb~llion I should have long before 
arrested him reporting the saIll~ to you. 

I have the honour to be, 
• Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

II. BIRCH, CAl>TAIN, 

Al8iatant Superintendent of Poll 

U would seem as though Lord Elphinstone's prudence "ere 
excessive, and that had Captain Birch, sick as he was, been allowed 
to attack Khaja Sing at once he would have found him btrong 
pcrha ps in numbers, but with ~o organization. Probably a large 
part of his hastily assembled levy would have repented" if tuugllt 
a severe le:.son at this early stage. As it was, the rebels ~ere 

emboldened by the want of' action by the troops. Khaja Sing 
joined Dhima, who. only a few lIays later began to. loot in Khsndesh 
West of the Agra Road. 

It may be casually mentioned that the disaster alluded to by th~ 
Commissioner of Police \\'as the death of Lieutenant Henry, Superin­
tende~t of Police, Allmednll.gar, who was killed while attacking 
Bhagoj i Naik., Thi& rebel had gathered a gang and was holding the 
hills between the present districts of Ahmadnagar and Nasik. Troops 
were out against him, but he was extremely elusive. More than once 
there were rumours of bis intending to attack Khandesh. either by. 
way of the Sahyadris or the Sabnalas. These rumours, while they 
caused anxiety, f ortunatcly neycr nmtel'ializcd to. any 'ler], _lIerioua 
extent. 
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011 Mr. l\1all~~eld's &rJ.',h:al at Shirpur, ,he endeavoured t.o make 
Khnja Sing.' come in.:: '1'0 those who do not know Bhils, this phrabe 
IlIlly I>cem odd. II; hal> always been recognized, that Olle of the 4e!>t 
\~ayb of redeeming outlawed Bhils and of restoring order, is to offer 
to ,their leader a conditional pardon. Kven if the whole of his former 
p()~sessions, rights and privilege:;; were not offered to be restored, at 
least peace and the meanS of livelihood might be laid before him. 

, Wbile not treated exactly as the Prodigal Son, he was a:t any rate 
not offered mere husks. Such halt been the faith of the Bhils in the 
Briti"h Government, that many an one has' come in' to the offers, 
knowii:iifthat llis life and llonoui· would' be safe. On October 18tll 
Captain Birch telegraphed " N~thing further occurred, Khaja Sing 
has put off coming in' till to-morrow." Next day it was" Nothing of 
importance to report. Khaja Sing has not yet come in." The same 
on the 21st. On the 22nd, after detailing some looting, Captain 
Birch telegraphs «Khaja Sing has positively refused to come in. 
Mr. Mansfield has telegraphed to Lord Elphinstone for' troops to 
protect the frontier." On the 23rd" Almost certain tllat Kllaja 
Sing has joined Bhimya Naik." 

A lett,er from Mr. Mansfield to Government of 2nd November, 
here transcribed, gives a clear idea of the state of things in the 
Province. It also shews Mr. Mansfield's sound judgment as to 
present needs, both military and civil. At that time few would have 
dared to suggest 'the separation of revenue and magisterial functions. 

}o~rom 

To 

S. MANSFIELD. ESQ.,~ 

:MAGISTRATE OF CANDES] 

H. L. ANDERSON, E~_" 

SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, BOluJJ.tt.:r. 

Secret Department. 

SIR. 

In continuation of my letter No. 1.12'; of 30thultimo I have to 
report ,that two (liJ) villages within six (6) miles of tIle place 
.I am' writing from were plundered yesterday by Khaja Sing • 

• 
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Bheema and other Naiks. Another village in the Sooltanpur 
Talook has been plundered by one Rumalla Naik. 

~ I have also received intelligence by telegraph that a band is 
assembling on the border of Khandeish and Ahmednuggur 
Zillahs in the Patoda Talooka of tIle latter, and four hundred 
of the Sinnur Bbeels are supposed to be making for Kllandei&h. 

S I,'rom the assemblage of so many separate bands for plundering 
it is evident that the whole Bheel popUlation are in insur­
rection and most stringent mea.surel are required to put them 
down. 

4 Being duly impressed with the very seriou.'f state of things I 
have taken upon myself the re!tponsibility of ordering a large 
number of peons to be ra.!sed in each talooka in PI'oportion to 
its size and proximity to the disturbed districts. The princi­
pal object of tllis mea&ure is to relieve the different parties 
of tIle Bheel Corps which are 8tati~n;d at th~Oitrereiit- hL;;~~ 
to admit of ~heir being empfoyed . in military ()pcnl.tion~ 
agaiUlit tIle insurgents in tIle_hills as they are by far the most 
useful troops for this description of warfare. 

The total number of peons to be raised will be between one 
thousand and twelve hundred, and they must be retained until 
the bands are dispersed or uniil the 2nd Kandeish Bheel Corps 
becomes ready for active duty, 'which I do not think can be 
the case for eight (8) months to eome. 

I calculate tllat. after the posts of tile BheeioCorps are relieved 
by the peons seven hundred (700) of tile fOl'Uler "ill be 
available for milit~rl_ duty .. 
rhe extent of the country in which operations must be conduct­
ed is so extensive tIlat I am decidedly of opinion that not 
less t.han one full regiment of N. I. exclusive of the 
detachments stationed at 1\IaUigauln and Dhoolia should 
be in Candeish ready for field service in two (2) months from 
tIlis date, wLich would enable the Commanding Officer to have 
five 01' six di1ferent parties of sufficient fitrengtb to enter the 
hills at different points and beat down all opposition. 

8 These arrangements, however.' will ,bl! jnsuffici~nt unless 
co-operation is given by Hol~ or the Honourable Company'l~ 
n~tiv~ troops from Mhow to prevent fugitives escaping • 

. -
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9 In addition. to the above troops, I would recommend four (4) 
light field pieces capable of being used in the hills being sent. 
This is a suggestion of Major Haselwood and s.hould I 
think be acted on. 

10 Ther~ are at p~esent about one hunChed and seventy sowars in 
Candeish. and I would strongly recommend that two hundred 
more be" sent. TJley are of little or no use in thc hills, but 
they are very effective in keeping the whole country qui.ct. 

11 With the object of making the police more efficient I have 
modified the present arrangements. At present the .Mamlet­
dar i.8 only nominally the head of the police. I have made 
him the real one. All over India the officer. whether European 
or Native, who has revenue inanagement of the district is the 
person who has most weight in it. From having in his power 
to serve the interests of the tax-paying classes, he is naturally 
looked up to by the whole population. Everybody: is anxious 
to gain his favour and ready to assist him with information\ 
and by every other means. Till within the last four years the 
officers of Head Revenue and Head Police office!; have been 
uliited in one perso~ for centuries and the people have not 
yet become reconciled to the separation of the two. Being 
therefore convinced that the police of the country will be 
much more efficient under the Mamletdar. I have placed the 
Foujdar, hi» p~ons and the newly raised peons under him, 
and have told"him I shall hold him personally responsible for 
tJle police of his district. that he must himself go and investi­
gate all cases of serious crime and only delegate the inquiry. 
into minor offences to the Foujdar, and that his revenue duties, 
if he cannot perform both, must be performed by his Head 
Carkoon. Of course he will. be subject to the orders of the 
Superintendent of Police. 

l,!e I consider this arrangement of the last importance in the 
present state of affairs. and I sincerely ' hold His Lordship in 
Council will approve of it. 

I have the honour to be, etc., 

S. MANSFIELD, 

lJf agi&trat •• 
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In November C~ptain Birch appears tn have been compelled to 
take a few weeks' lelll'e fvr his health's sake. lIe returned in Decent­
ber, and received this telegram from the Police CommisI>ioner. 
"Delighted to hear you have relurned successfully. You will polit>h 
the natives." The last sent~ncc is ambiguous, but expressive. Can 
the Tdegraph Department at to early a stage of its existence have 
already learned so much of the fine art ot' • mutilation' as to evolve 
, polish ' out 'of • punish' ? 

January was occupied 'in cOllvoying "iege trains and supplies 
through the hills on the way to Mhow. One convoy was attacked, 
but without loss, owing to the promptitude of Captain Birch's BhiIs. 

From 

To 

Sm, 

CAPTAIN H. BmCH, 
BHEEL AGENT. 

S. MANSFIELD, ESQUIRE, 

MAGIS'IRATE OF l{HANDEBH, 

Carnp Soolwanah, 21th January 1858. 

I have the, honour to report for your information that on· !'lOth 
instant near Jamniar Kaja Naik with about two hundred men 
attacked the ammunition carts belonging to and following 
the Siege 'I'rain, 

2 The rebels suddenly rlll,hed iuto tIle J'oad, planted a standard 
and endeavoured to remove some of the boxes, shells. etc. 
'I'he escort, however, being on the alert they were almost 
immediately driven back and loss ot nO,kind incurred. 

3 Some few, of thc enemy Wct"C wounded but carried off by their 
comradctl. 

I have f:he,l1onour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most. obe~ent servant, 

, . .J-i. BmCH, CAPTAIN. 

Bheel Agent. 

In December 185'7 a large quantity at treasure wu looted in the 
pass, and enquiry was made Illl to whcthel' thili treasure was lient up 
1'or the pUl"pOlie of being looted, that III, in order to abSu.t the 
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rebellion. No evidence to that effect ~as obtained, but Capt. Birch's 
report on the "ubject is instructive. 

From 

To 

SIR, 

CAPTAIN H. BIRCH, 
COMMANDING 2ND l\:HANDESH 

.A. BETTINGTON, ESQUIRE, 
COMMISSIONER OF POLlCE. 

BHEEL CORPS. 

Camp Seerpoor, 15th March 1858. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your endorse­
ment, dated !5th February last, forwarding for my informa­
tion a Jetter from the Commissioner of' Police. Bombay, and 
calling for any further information obtained regarding the 
plunder of treasure near Scindwah. 

In reply I beg to submit that nothing elicited in evidence tends 
to prove that any collusion existed between the Guard in 
charge of the treasure, and persons residing in Bombay, still 
that prior to the attack some understanding had been come to 
between the said Guard and the plundel'ers, no doubt can 
exist in as much as ( although numbering about- three 
hundred) immediately on the appearance of the Bheels, they 
not only laid down their arms, but shared in the loot. 

! Of the three JlUndred (167) one hundred and sixty-seven were 
&horbly afterwards apprehended. and property to amount of 
rupees (62,630) sixty-two thousand six hundred and thirty 
recovered. 

Moreover they were brought to trial by Sir Robert Hamilton and 
one hundred and sixty-two sentenced to imprisonment with 
hard labour for the space of (14) fourteen years; 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 
H. BIRCH, CAPTAIN. 

Commanding ~nd Khandesh Bheel C01·PS. 
. A few days after this report eon~es another, dated 5th April. 

The a<:hievement reported was a great one, and received as it deserved 
, 29 
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the'thanks of Government. The li&t of property discovcred is most 
instr~cti\'e. Opium is only 1/160th of the whole, hut French coins 
form apparently a large part. It is at least a cu~ious coi~cidcnce 
that Government had been circulating descriptions of ~everal French 
officer,; who were reported to lnve lauded in Indio. with the intent.ion 
of volunteering their services as officerll to the mutineers. 'Vas there 
a dream in their minds of revcng'C on the Engli~h and of the re-esta­

'blishmcnt of }<'rench predominance in India II 

From 

To 

~rn, 

CAPTAIN lJ. DIRCH, 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE. 

l\IAJOR A. 1\1. HASELWOOD, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF POI,ICE, 

KHANDESH. 

Camp Puraood, 5th April 1858. 

I have the honor to report that yesterday I with (00) fifty of 
the Bhed Corps and (12) twelve Poonah Horsemen proceeded· 
into the jungle for the purpose of tracking up the rebel 
Bheels under Kajee Sing Naik and came on to their eneamp-
Blent some (8) three miles from this. . 

!l It was apparent tha~ they had only left the hiding place a few 
hours and had retreated in great haste. I followed them up 
for some distance in a north-western direction, and my 
impression is that they have proceeded to Amba: Pawnee to 
join the band under Kaloo BOlla and other rebcllcadcr9. 

3 I searched the jUl}gle for some dibtance round their encampment 
and discovered hidden in the river and buried under ground 
in the difFert'nt nullahs property amounting in value to about 
Rupees (80,000) eighty UIOUband consi"ting of bars of silver, 
five fra:nc pieces, etc .• I further recovered (~2) twenty-two 
head of cattle, great quantities of .grain and Ilbout (500) 
five hundred rupees worth of opium. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
I-I. BIRCH, CAPTAIN, 

.Assistant Superintendent of Police. 
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This property was di&tributed as prize-money. The Royal 
Proclamation on the subj~ct is here rcproquced. 

VICTORIA R. 

Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the J'aith. To all to 
wllom these presents shall come. Greeting. . ..... 

Whereas it has been represented unto us by the Commissioners of 
of Our Treasury, that, in the year olle thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven, certain Bheel&, inhabiting the pro­
vince of J{handeish, in Our Ea.t Indian Dominions, rebelled 
and levied~ war agailUt Us and ~>ur authorities and that, steps 
were taken on Our behalf to suppress and put down such re­
bellion And whereas, during the proceedings had and taken 
for ;that purpose, Lieutenant-Colonel Evans commanded the 
Satpooru Field Force, which force was composed of a party 
of the District Police and or regular Troops und ",hcreas 
thc said party of Police, under the command of Captain 
Birch, Superintendent, captured in the months of April and 
1\1ay in the year one thousand eight hu~dred and fifty-eight 
·in the neighbourhood of a place called Pulsood, in Indore, 
Booty, consisting of bars of SilYer, Gold, and Silver Coins and 
ornaments, which has realized the sum of one hundred and 
seventeen thousand and ninety-tIlr~e rupees, or thereabouts 
And whereas Our said Commission en have recommended unto 
Us to grant all the said booty for the use of the aforesaid 
Force of Regulars and 1'01ice, under the command of Lieute­
nant-Colonel Evans and to give such directions as to the 
appropriation and distribution thereof as to Us should seem 
fit, to which Weare grllciou&ly pleased to condescend, 

Now We do hereby give and grl1nt to Our Secretary of State for 
India in Co~ncil; for the time bei~g, all the aforesaid booty 
and proceeds, ~n trust for the use of the aforesaid Force, 
Regulars and Police, under the cOll'lmand of Lieutenant­
Colonel Evans, such booty to be distributed by Our Secretary 
of State for India in Council for the time being, or by any 
person or p~rsons he may appoint for that purpose in the 

. following proportions, viz., to the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Evans, one-fortieth part of the said booty and proceeds, and 
the remainder of the said booty and proceeru. to be distribut-

, ed amongst the subordinate officers and men, belonging to the 
:Forces, \\hirh took ac~ive part in the aforesaid operations in 
the following proportions, as far as the same may be appli­
cable to the several ranks of officers and men engaged therein, 
such scale and proportiol1s being settled and determined 
and fixed by and according to the calculation of the day'. 
pay of each rank, and being in the proportion of one share 
for each shilling of such day's pay, videlicet; Majors, sixteen 
shares each; Captains, twelve shares each i Lieutenants, first 

, class, after s~ven year,,' service, seven shares and a half each; 
Ensigns, five sllares and a half each j the share! of officers 
in command- of Regiments to be double the amount of the 
shares attached and accruing to them, ac~ol"ding to the day's 
pay of their Regimental l{ank only; staft' Sergeants, three 
shares each i Color Sergeants, two shares and a half each i· 
Sergeants, two !>hares each i Corporals, one share and a half 
each; Privates, one "hare each. All officers on the Divisional, 
Personal and General Staft' to he allowed shares according to 
their staft' pay, added to the half of their respective ranks. 
Regimental Staff Adj utants. ten &hare& each j Quarterma::.1ers, 
,six shares and a half each; Assistant Surgeons, ten r.hares 
each i ~ogether with any additional .. hares to which they or 
any of them may be entitled in virtue of additional payor 
length of service. 

And We are graciously pleased to order and direct, that in case 
any doubt shall arise in rosped to the di"tribution of the 
booty or proceeds, hereby granted as aforesaid. or respecting 
any claim or demand on the said booty or proceed!., the same 
sllall be determined by Our Secretary of State for India in 
.Council for the time being, or by such person 01' persons to 
whom he shall l'efer the same, which determination thereupon 
tuade shall, with all convenient speed, be notified in writing 
to the Conuuissioners of Our Treasury, and the same shall be 
final and conclusive to all intents and pW'poses, unless within 
three months after the receipt thereof at the office oj the 
Commissioners of Our Treasury, We bluill be pleased otherwae 



to order; hereby reserving to Ourselves to make such order 
'therein a~ to Us ~han Il~em fit. 

Given at Our Court at Rheinhardtsbrunn, this second day of 
O~tober. in the twenty-sixth year of Our Reign and in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand ~ight hundred anq sixty-two. 

By Her Majesty's 'Command, . 
(Signed) E. H. KNATCHBULL' HUGISSON 

LUKE WHITE. 
By this' time a considerable force, over 2,000 strong, was 

collected in the Satpuras. under command of Major EvallS. The 
loss of his camp and treasure appears to have exasperated Khaja 
Sing, and he determined to fight. His main body wag. on a hill 
called Amba Pani, but he ha~ detachments at some distance. Major 
Evans was surrounding him, and had three columns closing in on 
him from various directions. A concerted pIau of attack was drawn 
up, wllereby the rebels were to be completely surrounded, and made 
to surrender or cut down. 1'he wani; of knowledge that ,a rebel 
detachment existed defeated the entire completion of this plan, but 
still the resulb. were sufficiently satisfactory. 'l'hc action at Ambo. 
Pani is be&t described in Major Evans' own words. 

From 
MAJOR EVANS, 

COMDG. SATPOORA :FIELD FORCE. 

To 
THE QUARTER-MASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY, 

SIR, 
Camp Amba Pawnee-12th April 1858. 

I have tIle honor to report for the information of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief that soon after my arrival at Dur­

, wanee 1 ascertained that Bhcemia and Mqwassa Naiks had 
absolutely no intention whatever of submitting to terms, and 

. that their only obj ect in negotiating was to gain time. 
2 I therefore determined on attacking them on the morning of 

the 11th instant, as also Kajah Sing.Owchit Sing and Kaloo 
Bhowa, who I,learnt were encamped with them. 

3 With this view I issued orders to Captain, Sealy to march ·on 
l>aba llowrie, situated to the e!l!>tward of Aruba Pawnee, on 
the morning of the 10th, and for the detachment under his 
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orders, that under Captain Langston, which was then at 
Pursool, and ~e headquarter detachment at Burwanee, to 
leave their respective camps at daybreak nnd ~o join in a 
simultaneous attack from the north, south nnd east on the 
enemy's position on the morning of the 11th instant. 

4.AB m~ntioned in my former leiter Burwanec is to the north 
and PUl'sool to the south of Amba Pawnee. 

5 The chiefs with three thousand followers consisting of Mack­
ranees and Bhecls took up their ppsition 011 the summit 9f a 
narrow and steep range of hills, the top of which afforded 
excellent shelter owing to their being crowncd with rocks and 
huge &tones. 

Ij My o,wn detachment and Captain Langsto~'1 attacked simul­
Troops eng.nged taneously from front and rear at about 

11th Apri11858. 
Head quar t e r 8 8 a.m., strength ail per margin. 

Detachment. 
45 Poona Horse. Both columns advanced with much spirit 

21~.~~~£~1I::~~~ and circling round the enemy'li lcft flank 
60·4th Rifles. attacked from three sides. 

llO-Bheel Corps. 
2-4~ Mortars. 
Right Detach-

ment. 
Captain Langs­

ton. 
58 Poona Horse., 

236 Left Wing 
9th N. I. 

58-4th Rifles. 
70-Bhret Corps. 

2-41 Mortars. 

8 The troops were soon on the summit of the range, where a 
determined resistance walt offered under 'cover of the rocks, 
especially by the Mackranies, who here fought desperately, 
and it was not till 3 p. m. that the hills were c:leared of them. 

9 ~lany of the enemy escaped early from the right of the 
position owing to the unaccountable non-appearance o~ Cap­
taill Sealy'S detachment, whicb up to the present moment I 
have not heard of. The only surmise I can make as to that 
detachment not havtng come up, is that it may have met 
with: resi&tance on the road. 

10 The approaches to the enemy's position excepting from the 
South are most difficult j' that from the north was scarcely 
practicable. The detachment of the Poona Hone was 
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ultimately placed so as to prev~nt escape fro~ the right flank, 
and the fmem] were completely surrounded and their entire 
position gained. 

ll! The enerpy could not have lost less tllan on~ lh~ndred and 
fifty,- killed: The number of wounded is unknown. Sixty-two 
men were taken prisoners. out of which fifty-seven have been 
shot by sentence of a Drumhead Court Martial. About two 
hundred women and children have also been taken prisoners. 
I enclose a list of casualties. 

I have, etc. 
H. W. EVANS. MAJOR, 

• Comdg. Satpoora Field Force. 
Further particulars will be sent hereafter. 

From 

To 

MAJOR EV AN~, 
COlllDG. SATPOORA FIELD FORCE. 

THE QUARTER-MAST~R GENERAL OF THE ARMY, 
BOMBAY. 

Camp near Suawad, 14th Apnu 1858. 
SIR, . 
With reference to my' hurried report dated 12th instant, inform­

ing you of the entire defeat on the 11th instant of the 
insurgent cliiefs at Amba Pawnee, where a large number of 
their followers .. yrere attacked by a portion of the Field Fprce 
under my orders, and driven from a strong and well chosen 
position, the approaches to which, excepting irom that 
point they had .reason to believe inaccessible, I have now 
the pleasure to express io His Excellency the Commander-in­
Chief how much I feel indebted to the whole of the officers 
and men of all arms engaged, for the very gallant an.d 
spiri'ted manner in which, they commenced and followed up 
the attack and in spite of intense heat, unsatiated thirst and 
an obstinate resistance- of seven hours' duration, obtained 
complete possession of the enemy's stronghold •. 

l! The co-operation throughout was complete and both officers 
and men materially contributed to the success of the dQ,y, by 
disJ?la;y,~ng mqch coolness and intelligence as well as courage. 
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8 As an instance which fell under my own observation, I beg to 
bring to notice the conduct of Lieutenant Stanley Scott, 
Adjutant of the Bheol Corps, and Lieutenants Hanson and 
Sibthorpe of the 9th Regiment, w,ho with some twenty men of 
the latter corps (N.B. there were also som~ men of the Dhecl 
Corps and Easree Pursad, Sur.-Major) made an attack at tha 
termination of the day on a strong position situated on the 
summit of a hill. protected by large boulders of stone !lnd 
defeRded by a number of Mackranies, who, rendered desperate 
by the certainty of their ultimate destruction, made frequent 
sallies, sword in hand,and for some time offered a most deter­
mined resistance. 

4 These officers taking advantage of the little cover the ground 
aft'o'rded cautiously but perseveringly advanced in skirmishing 
order, to w~thin twelve paces of their enemy, keeping their 
men loaded for the final rush. ,They left four of their num­
ber at the onslaught, but, twenty-three of tIle Mackranies 
were left dead on the scene of action. 

!> I omitted to mention in my former lelter that the four moun­
tain train mortars were brought to bear on the enemy with 
some effect for a short time, but the rapid advance of the 
troops from both sides rendered their prolonged use 
dangerous to my men. 

6 Lieutenant Bassavi' of the Artillery was unfortunately severely 
wounded by a sword cu~ in a gallant hand to hand encounter 
with one of the enemy. 

7 The detachment Poona Irregular Horse under Naib Russeldar 
Hyat Meer Khan did excellent service by taking up a po&i­
tior~ On the enemy's right and thereby cutting off his retreat 
in that direction. 

S i beg to enclose the accompanying report from Captain 
Langston, and in thanking Captain Birch and Lieutenant 
Hall for the gallant conduct noticed therein, I would also 
acknowledge the prompt" able and successful manner in which 
Captain Langston conductcd the attack on the enemy's rear. 

9 I find I have greatly underrated the enemy's loss i one hund­
red and seventy bodies were counted after, the action. The 
llJlmber of killed must therefore have exceeded two hundred. 
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10 I also learn that in addition to thesixty-twoU1cn taken prison­
ers four hundred and forty-five women and children and 
amongst them the wives of some of the chief insurgents 'have 

. been brought in. In my former letter their numbers were 
under-estimated. 

11 t beg to enclose an amended list of casualties by which it will 
be observed t.hat I omitted to mention the name of Captain 
Birch amongst the ~ounded and that most of the men 1\-ho 
werc missing are now accounted for. 

I ha vc, etc" etc. 

H. W. EV AN8, MA.J OR, 

C011ldg. 8atp.oora Field Force. 

P.8.-1 have to express my obligation to Major Haselwood fOl' 

having furnibhcd me with the valuable information 
on which the attack was based. 

H. W. EVANS, MAJOR, 

. C011ldg. 8atpoora Field Force. 

Captain Sealy, in charge of the Left Column! whiell never got 
to Amba Pani, Ill~o fought a creditable /l.Ctioll at a hill called 
Dhaba Havdi. 

From 

To 

~llt, 

THE OFFICER Cmll\IANDING 

LE.FT DETACHED COLUMN,. 

S.ATPOORA FIELD FORCE. 

THE ACTING 81' AFF OFFICER, 

SATPOOitA ,FIELD FORCE, 

~\MnH.A 'P.A WN·.EJo!, 

Camp at Balwana, atlt April 1858. 

I have the honor to fOl'wal:d for the information of Major 
Evan&, Commanding Field Force. the following report of the 
operation$ of the colulllll uuder my command. 

30 
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At daylight on the 11th im,tant, aU the baggage and conllllig­

Artillery. 
'1 Captain. 
1 Subedar. 
1 Slaff S e r -

geant. 
9 Havildar •• 

12 Rank .. File. 
2/4 Artillcry. 0 

1 Jemedar. 1" 
2 Havilclars. ~ t: 

20 Ulluk and, 8 
J~ile. J ~ 

P.Horaf. 
1 LieutclIllnt. 
1 Rusaldl1r. 
1 Ru.snld"r. 
1 N. Russalclnr. 
4 Dul{cdl1rs. 

37 Sowars. 
19th Regimental 

N.l. 
2·Cllptains. 
2 Lieutcullnts. 
1 Ensign. 
3 Subcdurs. 
5 Jcmcdars. 

20 Hu.vildars. 
227 Rank .. file. 

10 Drummers 1 
Fifer. 

S Dbeclitics. 

Bheel CQrpB 
1 Lil!u\ellllPt. 
1 Subedltr. 
1 JemeW\1". 
4 HaVlldnrs. 

71 Hank 10 fife-. 

sari at &upplies being ready, the column after fur­
ni:.hing the requibite guards and escor1:.9 marched 
strength as per margin, with the intention of 
co-operating with the oLher two columns in 
attacking the. enemy at. Amba Pawnee. After 
advancing about quarter of a mile 3 scouts were 
bent to u high hill on the right to ulicert.ain if the 
enemy's scouts coutU be seen. This not being the 
case the colullln mUl'ched on, und after uuvancing 11 

half mile further a report was lIent by the oHieel"1i 
of the advanced guard that the leudillg files heard 
soundli alt of the firing of mortars. 

Thinking tbat this might prace-ed ftOltr one or otller of the' 
• 

columns, I proceeded with my stuff officers to the front Ilnd 
had scarcely arrived there when some of the enemy were 
seen on the high hill to our right, and immediately 8 few 

shots were fired. 
1'he advance guard was instantly thrown into hkil'Uli"hing order, 

and IjO soon as Captain Brigg$ came up with the 19th Regi· 
ment N. I. he was directed to throw out a portion UlbO. About 
this time, the enemy's II nuggal'a" was heard and 8. green 
standard planted on the high ground on the right above 
mentioned, around which a large body of the enemy 
assem~led, "bile a portion mOl'cd to occupy tJlt: rln'jue on 
our frout. 
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Thc offieer.of the advance guard, Captain Anderton, seeing 
this, proceeded to dislodge them; while so employed a party 
of the enemy had succeeded ill' getting to our left front, 
when Lieutenant Atkins heading the detachment of the'B. C . 

• arrived an~ having driv~n them off held this important 
position with his detachment throughout the operations. 

It was in the performanc~ of this duty that officer was 
wounded, and after securing.the position was obliged to be 
conveyed to the rear. 

In the meantime the mountain train was brought into position 
and the ~un wa~' placed so as to keep down the fire from 
the ravine (which it raked) and from the high ground on 
the right front, while the howitzer was brought to play on 
the large body of thc enemy where their standard hlld been 
pllmtcd, wllich was shortly removed and the enemy tempo­
rarily dispersed, but on their again endeavouring to bring 
the standard to the rront with the view of planting it, a 
round or two from the howitzer again caused its removal. 

The fire' of the enemy on our right front however' continued 
heavy and the enemy attempted to descend but wcre driven 
back by the 19th Regiment N. I. assisted by an occasional 
shell from the howitzer. 

It was about the time that an individual of rank' wearing a yed 
turban, who had plll'ticularly ftUracted the ·notice of all, feU 
wounded Ilnd was carried oft' (he was supp~~d to be either 
Dawleet Sing or Kajee Sing) and placed under good cover 

- picked off a number of the 19th Regiment N. I. and from 
his piece sevcral shots reached the gun and howitzer at 11 

distance of between 500 to 600 yards. n was only a few 
paces distaub from the howitzer that Lieut. Blair in the act of 
conveying some orders to the officer commanding the 19th 
Regiment N. I. was wounded., ' 

The fire of' the enemy now slacbned, and finding that I had 
exp,ended more t~an ! oC the mountain train, I1mmqnition I 
only threw a shell occasionally, when I saw any of the enemy 
collected, but seeing fl'om the very determined opposition 

• we h,ad encountered that 11 very large body of the ,insurgents 
were around us, Ilnd encumbered with my woupdl!d withQut 
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. the means for their transport, and having besides 1,000 t:om­
misbllrillt bullock!. with the- supplies to protect I considered 
it Illh'jsable to refire to n~;y original position at Dhubbl\ 
Bawree. With this in view and while the fire was slack, I 
directed the baggage and commissariat to rctire, ~cn.ding tile 
hllif of the }'oonl1 Horse with thl'm. 

Finrling that the' enemy had in a great D1el\~ure rC'tircd IlntlliI'cd 
1m occasionalilhot only, I' comment-cd to withdraw the troops, 
leaving as a rear guard ~ Companies of til(" 19L1J Uegimcnt 
N. I. accompanied by the gun ,from the mouniain train, Ilnd 
r('aehed Dhubba llawr('e without further (,ll!lUalties about 
10~ a. m., haying been engaged with the enrmy for 40 hourI!. 

During the u'ction the enemy made an attempt. to capture our 
Commissariat and had detached about (200) two hundred 
m('n for that purposc, but were most sllcce!il'ifully drivcn off 
and pursued by It party of the 19th Regiment N. t. and 
Bheel Corps Ilmou,nting to 5-{. men, under Subedar SOllllljec 
Cudum of the former corps. 

I beg to enclose list of killed and wounded of the column, but 
I have beefl unable to ascerLail1 the lOMs of tl~e enemy. It 
mw;t have however far exceeded ours. Before concluding I 
consider it my duty to bring tothe notice of lIajnr Evans that 
the troops behaved throughout the action most satisfactorily 
and that I was well supported by all the officers an~l I am 
much indebted to them for th('ir t-xertion!l on the occasion. 

~ 

I have, etc. 
G. P. SEALY, CAPTAIN, . 

Comdg. Lrft Field Column, 
S. Field Force. 

The troops engaged in the thrce detachments are detailed, as 
regards Amba Pani, by l\Iajor Evans, and as regards Dhaba Bavdi 
in Captain SealY'1t report., ' 

It should be mentioned that Lieut. Atkins lVho was ,,'ounded at 
Dhaba Baydi, had been in the Persian Campaign with Sir James 
Outram the previous season, and lIad only lately re\urned to the 
Bhil Corps. 

The 11th of April 1858 may well he called the day of the 
culminatiou of the Bhil .Corps· history. On many occasions its 
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worth had been di .. played in local ,,-arfl1re, both inside and 
outside Khand<,,,h. It had fulfilled its Police dutieg creditably 
for 30 years, and had Ilssisted in making the! J'rovince, previously 
to the present rebellion, a' peaceful and prosperous tract o{ 
country. At Burhanpur and Asirgadh it had proved its fea~'less 

devotion to duty against mutineers, even tllOugh ~hey were trained 
~oldiers~ But at Amba Pani it was associated with the' Line tin 

II.' footing of equality. Side by side they fought, fell,' and conquer­
ed. Two Bhil Corps officers were wounded, several men were killed 
or wounded, and an share alike in the honourable roll of those 
, mentioned in despatches." Captain Birch was shot thr6Ugh the 
mouth, fortunately without much permanent damage being done, 
.and Lieutenant Atkins was severely w?unded tllrough the 
shoulder. The loss of the rebels was most severe. Over !!OO 

were killed, and many more must have been wounded. Their 
main camp; with their wives and families, fell into British hands, 
I\nd the remainder fled disorganized. 

The ,-ictory was signal, a~d was duly acknowledged, but 
unfortunately it was not conclusive. BI,il ou~laws may be com­
pared to tape worms. So long as the head is not eradicated, it is 
not correct to say that the disease is cured. Neither Khaja Sing, 
Bhima nor l\Iavasya had been secured or killed, and unless this were 
dpne there could be no IlSsurance of peace. A good many circtlrn­
stances combined to delay operations. There was the oncoming 
monsoon, and long discussions took place as to the disposal of 
troop!. while the rains las~ed. The Resident at Iudore sent his 
Assistant to take Political charge. The crafty Bhi! leaders, at the 
approach of an officer of another department"delayed tile campaign 
by tendel'ing their S'llhmi~sion. Bhima Naik actually 'came in ' 
and l>tayed for several days. He went off again on the pretext of 
fetching Mavasya in, and haying delayed as long as possible finally 
announced that neither he nor Mavasya 1101' anyone else intended to 
submit. Maj or Haselwood was annoyed at the Political officer, and 
Maj. Evans, giving him orders, while he was senior in rank to both. 
He also got an unfortunate attack of sunstroke. Captain Birch, 
thongh suffering from hi~ wound, remained at his post. It is easy 
to surmise that _ had he been in full health, the rebels would n9t have 
escaped so long. 
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The reRult of the inaction WIlS that Khaja Sing 'rame in,' 
was pardoned, and actually reinstated. He, bowever, as might have 
heen expected, again yieldcd to temptation in the r.hape of a large 
treasure on call1cl!!, which he looted and went out again. Lieutenant" 
Atkins and I)l'ohyn purllued hilll and his gang, defeated him, and 
recovered o,'er mie Jakh of treasure. Khaja Sing was left a fugitive, 
and died by assassination. This took place in 1860. The operations, 
though small as regards force employed, were both well planned and 
successful, and are described by Government as having prevented 
another Bhi! mutiny. Letters describing the final defeat of Khaja 
Slllg and the manner of his deat~ are appended. 

From 

To 

_LIEUTE2oiANT F. W. ATKINS, 
ACT120iG SUl'Enl~TE2oiDENT OF POLICE, 

CANDEsa. 

A. It. GRANT, ESQUIllE, 

Sm, 

ACT120iG COLLECTOR A20iD MAGISTRATE OF CANDEIIlt, 

Camp Sccrpoor, 6th JU.lIC 1860. 

I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the ht 
instant af~er marching from III o'clock the previouR ni ght 
Lieutenant Probyn and myself with a Detachment of thc 
Bheel Corps and a party of the Poona Hor~e and l\Iounted 
Police, came up with the rebels under Khlljia Sing in thc 
Satpoora Hills Itouthwcst at Ncwal!a in the Burwanee 
territol'Y and completely routed them. 'rhey fled in all 
directionS', leaving all they possellSed in our hands. \Ve 
pursued Khajia Sing, l\Iahdoo Sing and the mounted follow­
ers with them for eIght miles. They effected their escape by 
leaving their horses on thc brink of a precipitou~ ravine dO'fm 
which they flcd on Coot-two of the number were shot down, 
and three wounded, the latter having been carried off by a 
partyof Bheels into the ravine. Night, coming on and heavy 
rain having set ,in and our men and horses being completely 
exhausted, further pursuit was impracticable. lVe returned, 
therefore, to the rebel camp where we had left the main body 
of the Bheel detachment. . 



,TlIE CALli AND TlIE STOltll. 

~ We balted for tbe night ill the hil1s and marched back to 
Bhoreghur on the summit of the Scindwah gliaut the neit 
day, the heavy rain during the night having swollen the 
smallest stream so that it was rendered impassable aud 
nothing more therefore could be done by us in the hills. 
Moreover ~he flour we had laken with us for th~ men had 
become destroyed by the wet and the nearest place where a 
frebh supply was obtainable (viz, Palasnair) was distant s!>mc 
l'l5 miles~ where baggage animals were not procurable to 
bring on any supplies. The rain continuing in the Hills, 
Lieutenant Probyn and myself returned on the evening 
of tIle ~nd to'Seerpoor leaving the men at Pulasnair where 
we managed to procure good shelter for them. 

3 The rout of the rebels was complete. Everything they 
possessed was captured by us, including horses, cattle, provi­
sions, etc., and a bag containing some 700 five-Franc pieces 
also fell into our possession. They bad' sent off t1leir 
women and children early in the- morning to a place some 
six koss distant where they had intended going the same 
night. All the .1\Iusalmans and foreigners who joined ~(ajee 
Sing have since deselied him and a number of them arc 
prisoners' in our hands. From the statement of a prisoner 
who left him all the Brd and who was apprehended the day 
before yesterday below the hills. it would appear that Khajia 
did not succeed in c~rrying off any of tlie plundered treasure 
with him in his flight, the gl'ea'ter portion of it being buried 
in the Gowharia Hills beyond Wallwud. He pointed out to us 
a. spot where we discovered 71 bars of silver, but he cannot 
show the exact spot where the rest is b.ul'ied.-, We have 
posted a pa1'ty of Bheels in the' Hills to prevent any am 

coming to carry it off. and are making every search for it 
in the surrounding jungle. 

oJ! t'he Bheels, the prisoner states, have deserted Khajee Sing 
with the exception of some eight or ten who join~d him from 
the Burwanee State and these were the only followers he had 
when the prisoner left him on the Srd instant. Khajee Sing. 
is therefore, a helpless fugitive and now that he has been 
deserted by the few Khandeish Bheels whl) accompanied him 



TH~ JUlANDESH BHlt. CORPS. 

when he broke into rebellion I trust that he wili e!'c lung fall 

into our hands. 

To 

I have, etc., dc., 

F. W. ATKINS, LIEUTENANT, 
Acting Superintendent of Pulice. 

ACTING l\IAGISTHATE, 
SEER POOR, 

8th July. 

S. MANSFIELD, ESQUIRE, 
POLlCE COMMISSIONER, 

POONA. 
The results of Atkins' and Probyn'tt expedition ngainbt Klljell 

Sing arc most gratifying, every foreigner in the Band 
disposed of. Band quite broken up. Kajea a helpless fugitive " 
starving in the jungles. One hundred and forty-:.ix bricks 
of silver recovered Bnd SOlUe ca~b, expect more. The service 
Atkins and Probyn have perfol'med cannot be too highly 
eulogized. By their pt:omptitude and d~bh th~y have pl'cvented . 
another BhiI war. I hope you "ill obtain from Govern­
ment some substantial recognition of tllC good service done 
by them. Sir Hichmond Shakes pear hall directed withdrawal 
of regular troop!! from BUl'\vane~. 

}1rom 

To 

SIR, 

A. n. GUA~'r 
• .J.cting JI agist rate. 

LumTENAN'l' O. I'UOBYN, 
ASSISTANT SUI'Ell1NTENDENT 0)' !JOLlCE. 

CAI'TAIN 1'. W. ATKINS, 

ACTING SUPEIUN1'ENDENT OF POLICE, 

KUANOE:m. 
Camp M alligaum, 24th October 1860. 

I have the liul101' to inform you that the 11E~lld of KJuljill Sing 
Naik Wilt> brought iuto SeerlJuul' on the morning of the 3rd 
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instant by Jemadar Rohedeen. Shaik Nhunoo, and Misllree 
"Khan peon of the Stipendiary Police. Polad Sing his son wall 
also brought in a prisoner. . 

2 In July last after Khaja. Sing's Band had been dispersed by 
our" dour" and Khaja himself was known to be a fugitive 
with but half a dozen Bhi! followers, a Mukranee Jemadar 
of the Sooltanpur Police named R£!t~Q~en was despatched 
in pursuit of him with a party of three or four other 
MuIu-anees, and the two men named in the first paragraph, and 
with the usual instructions authorizing him to use force if 
necessary. ~efore their plans could be carried out Khajce 
Sing had been joined by Bheema Naik. and ROQedeen Naik, 
therefore it appears. entertained some dozen Mukranees from 
the other side of the NUl'buda who were, I have no doubt, 
actuated by the hope of earning the large reward offered 
by Government and in some degree probably by a spirit of 
r~venge, consequent upon a very cruel murder which Khaja 
Sing committed on one of his Mukranee followers a day or 
two before he was attacked by us on the 1st of July. 

S Being unable by any other means to ascertain where Khajee 
Sing wall, Rohedeen had recourse to stratagem and joined 
the rebels under pretence of taking service with them. 
Bheema Naik it appear now parted company with Khajee 
Sing, and Rohedeen taking advantage of the opportunity 
and learning that Khajee Sing'S force wall likely to 
receive a large accession of numbers in the course of a 
day or two at furthest, found it neces&ary for his' own 
safety to make an immediate attack. Khajee Sing was 

. killed in the affair as also was one of the Bheels who offered 
resistance. Khajee Sing's only 9On. a boy of about 14 
years of age who could of course make no fight, was taken 
pri~oner. which was' most fortunate as had he remained at 
large, his presence might have kept up the excitement 
among~t the Bheels. 

4 The Bheel followers of Khajee Sing clispersed· and fled in 
confusion 011 seeing their .Ieader fall. but had this not 
happened, a rescue would ill all probability have been 

31 ' 
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effected and it is quite certain that there would have been , , 
lIluch los8 of life. 

5 Rohedeen and his followers have recei~ed the Government 
reward at' Rupees three thousand but in consideration of the 
additional gratuities and most important service performed by 
them in capturing Polad Sing I trust you will recommend 
some further reward to be divided amongst Rohedeen and the 
other two members of the Police fOl'ce. 

6 Polad Sillg is in my camp and his final disposal will form the 
subject of a separate letter, in the meantime he will remain 
with me. 

I have, etc., etc. 

OLIVER PROBYN, 

Aaaistumt Superintendent qf Police. 

P. 8.-1 regret that there has been some dtJay in forwal'diug 
th~ letter which wal> partly uccasioned by a tll,,,ire on 
my part to bettle with and rulilni:.s to theil' homes the 
Mukranecli engaged by Jt:madar liehedeen before 1 
8ho~ld liubmil; my report. 

'0. PROBYN, UEUTENANT, 

Assistant Superintendent of Police. 

Klumdesk. 

'.rhel'e t1re still living at Dharangaon three old men of those 
who fought at Amba fani and Dhaba Davdi. One of them by 
special request wrote down his l'eeollet:tions of tllose times, including 
also the death of Khaja Sing. The old Dian i& over 90. is the Bon 

of one of Outram's original draft from the 1~8rd. aDd as a boy 
remembers to have seen Outram. COlliidering that he wrote the 
account here literally translated with IDS own hand and from his 
recollections, the Iflight inaccuracie& Pla~ well be forgiven. Hilt 
story is spirited, though aU may IWt agree with tbe propriety ot the 
pardon given to tlle Jamadar. 

Written by Bhauprasad Kan3i.ram Dube resident of Dharangaon. 

It walt requeste(that I should write .'bat I remenlbeJ' of the old 
battleiO fought by the Bhil Corps. 
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In 1837 many Hindust.<m regiments went against the Sarkar. 
In various parts rchellionl> broke out, and caused abundant 
trouble to the ryots. The SarkaI' with great labour. 
restored order in Hindustan. So also in' J{hande~h Zilla 
there was a rebellion. Khaja Naik was' hereditary warden 
of the Sindva pass, stationed at Sangvi. He \las paid 
monthly by the Sarkar, but owing to high\! ay robberies 
occurring in his chal'ge, Mansfield Saheb. the Collector 
suspended him. He lIanted his pay, and therefore, he 
collected the Bhil chiefs, and a force of ~,OOO or 3,000 
llIen. Among them were Makranis, Arabs, and Bhils. They 
began to rob and plunder and dO. I]luch damage. Therefore 
the SarkaI' added to the existing regiment of 1,000 men a 
second regiment of 800 or 900 men, drilled it, and prepared 
it for service. Then the Collector Saheb sent for Khaja Naik. 
He came with great secrecy to Dhulia, and the Saheb' gave 
him to undersumd that it is evil to oppose the SarkaI'. He 
said tllat he would' bring an to' order and went away"but 
he deceived the Saheb. Then 18 lakhs of treasure were being 
sent from Bombay, an4 Khaja Naik set on it below Sindva and 
looted it, and he looted other treasure two or three times, and 
caused much trouble •• Than the SarkaI' sent Major Haselwood 
Saheb and Atkins Saheb and Birch Saheb Jith the regiment 
and I also went. Khaja Naik placed half his men at Amba 
Pani and half at Dhaba Bavdi, Atkins Saheb was commanding 

at Dhaba Bavdi and l\1ajor Haselwood at Amba Pani. 
Major Haselwood and Scott 'Sahebs formed all our division 
up and gave the order to load. Then tlle Sahebs sat on 
. their horses and waved their topees and said ," You and we 
alike eat the Sarkar's salt. At this time look not to your 
lives, but advaljee and SIllY, and glorify the name of the 
Sarkar," and the shooting of bullets and cannon balls went. 
on from 6 in the morning till 5 in the evening. Khaja had 
his store of gUll!! and powder on the hilI, and many men to 
load for his Makranis. They 11)aded, ana the l\Iakranis and 
Arabs fired, and were in no danger. So Major Haselwood 
Saheb ordered au Artillery Saheb to fh'e a shell. The 
Artillery Saheb looked with his telescope and measured and 
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fired, and that shdl struek the heap of powder Ilnd burst and 
the powder exploded, and 1,500 men who were at that l)oHt 
were all killed. The rest began to flee, and we caught ISO 

men and tied them to the trees at, Amba Pani. Next day 
~oo men were ordered to load, and the prisoners were bound 
with rope a~d set on the edge of the biD. and Major 
Haselwood Saheb gave the order to fire and they all died 
at once. And the hilJs were searched, and much money was 
found, and musk and saffron and rupee!! nnd ingots. They 
were placed in the Trea!\ury. This is the story of Ambn 
Pani. 

At Daba Bavdi were ,1-00 of our regiment and Karim Ahmadu 
was there. and there were some "('gular!! also. On them the 
Makranis and Arabs and Bllil!! fi'-I'd from the hiUl •• and 
Atkins Slllleh was stl'llck on the Ride of hi's chest, 80 that the 
Saheb was very sick. He made Motillli Jamadllr comman!l­
ing officer and came to Amba Palli, Motilal was comman~ling 
'and making the assault, and he got bellind a rock and liat 
there. An officer of rt'gulars saw him and took his name. The 
regulars and Bhils took Dhaba Bavdi and assembled on Del hill, 
and all the Officer Sahebs sat in one pla('e. The Adjutant of 
regulars l'ose and said to 'the Saheb " My demand is thllt the 
Bhi! Jamadar who marches with a sword was hiding behind 
a rock, therefore he must be shot from a cannon" and some 
said" Let him be trodden by an elephant." So they baid, 
but we sent Shriprasad Jamadar and he went to AtkinR 
Saheb's tent and told him all. Atkins Saheb said "The Ad­
jutant Saheb of regulars has seen him, what help is there T' 
But we said "Let the Sahib look in his book of rules. We 
have learned Ule rules of Light Infantry. In them it is said 
plainly. that in assaulting a hill one should use the cover of 
trees or stones only one should not delay." Then' the Saheb 
took his Engli!.h printed book of rules and looked at all the 
sections. Then he asked for Ii doolie, and sat in it, and went 
where the Sahebs were sitting, And the Sahebs were told that 
Atkins Sahebis coming, and they all went ncar his bcd, and 
he asked them u'Vho demands anything of my Jamadar?" 
And thl; Commandant of the Regular. said, "1.11 Adjutant 
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has a demand and a complaint, that this Jamadat:, was sitting 
behind a stone with his sword on." Atkins Sahcb, said, " Is 
the book of rules printed by the Sarkar right 01' no?" And 
aU the Sahebs said, " It is right. .. And Atkins Saheb threw 
the book of Light Infantry rules befol"e them and said 
.. What the Sarkar has printed in this, is it right? My 
people well know the" Light Infantry drill. It is written 
that OM! shoul~ save his }ife behind trees and stones when 
advancing to the assault. Accordingly my Jamadar was 
ad.:vancing in that very fashion. He neither retreat.ed nor 
fled." Then all the Sahebs agreed with Atkins Saheb and 
rejected the complaint of the Adjutant Saheb. 

Afterwal'dd Khaja N~ik was not captured, but with Bhima 
Naik and two or three other chiefs encamped at the Goi 
River. Khaja. Naik's old servant Rohidin l\bkrani had been 
to his home. He returned to Nandul'bar, and 'with him ten 
Makran is. The Fauzdar of Nandurbar sent them undel' 
escort to Probyn Saheb. When they came the Saheb said, 
"Catch Khaja Naik and I will give you Rs. !.OOO." Rohidin 
agreed and asked that thc rolice help him, and that he 
might be given an authority that none should hinder him. 
And he returned t# N andurbar and told the Police and 
went into 'the' hills, to the place where Khaja Naik was 
encamped. One of Khaja's men seized him and told Khaja 

·that Rohidin Makrani is come. Khaja said, "Take away all 
his arms and bring him to me." They placed hiin before 
Khaja Naik, and he said, "Rohidin, you are my'old servant, 
but you have seen the English, and ~re come-to kill m~. The 
Sarka'!' offers you Rs.\ !,OOO,'but I say, take Rs. 5,000 and, 
return to your country." Rohidin said, "Raj~, I' have 
eaten and drunk of yours, never will I do such treachery. I 
will remain in your serv:ice." Then Khaj a said" Swear an 
oath!' And Rohidin took in his hand his Koran and -swore, 
and Khaja said" Take afflo the, Bel," and he took the Bel and 
Koran and said, .. I will never do treachery to you." 
Bhima Naik, said <lKhaja Naik, this l\Iakl'ani is a rogue, 
he will do treachery, do not trust bim." But he swore many 
oaths, and the >N~ks, kept liim, and _ g~!e him a goat and 
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flour Rnd said" go and cnt." So Rohic1in served Klutja 
Naik. Now Khaja Naik was r('ligious, and used to walk 
to worship, and he had with him a cllarm, that was bound in 
his hair, therefore 110 bullet nor sword hurt him. And he took 
off his charm and everything else by the Goi River, and 
went into the water to wash. But Rohidin had caused 
Il. man to load his gun and sit in 8. nala by the river. 
Khaja Naik was looking towards the sun and wor­
shipping, and then the Makrani fired the gun, dnd the ball 
iltruck Khaja in the back, and he cried aloud. All his Bhils 
fled, and Khll.ja Kaid, .. Tnke care of my flon PoInd Sing' 
nnd fell on the ground. And his sister rHn nnd fell on him. 
Then RoMdin drew his sword and bcgan to cut off Khajll's 
head, and -hilS sisler complained, but Rohidin cut her to pieces 
and brought Polad Sing a.nd the head to Dharangaon. And 
Probyn Saheb was very angl'y and said, "'Vhen were you 
ordered to cut off his head?" There was the Collector Sahcb 
thcre and five or six other Sahebll, and they hanged Khaja 
Naik's head on a nim tree near the school in Dharangaon. 
Many people came there to see it, and the Collector asked 
l'olad Sing "Whose head is this?" He answered .. It ill my 
father's head." He was then 14 or 15 years old. but he was 
very angry and said~ .. This Rohidin bas betrayed his salt. He 
took the Koran and theBe~ 8Jnd swore, and he' has betrayed his 
oath. God will be avenged on him." The Collector Sallcb said 
.. Do not fear, the Snrkar"will be father and mother to you." 
And he buried Khaja's head, and made Rohidin a Jamadar, 
and gave him the reward, and scnt"him to Nandurbal·. There 
he served three monthK, and of a lIudclen'worms appeared in hilt 
mouth and on his hody and he died. 

Bhima Naik continued to give trouole till 1"167, when he 
sUl'renJ;;r;a-"aU'd~;a8 tral}sported. ---. , .... -,~ ... _,h, 

Nevertheless, the rcbclJi!ln as a I'cbellion walt broken at Amba 
:eu.ni. ~ The outlaws no doubt gl\Y~ mueh 'tr~~ble afterwards, 
but they...!e!'e rather a menace to pri,:atelife and property than . .to 
.!he S~te. ,The f!.eld force returned ,to J(b~ndesh, and teok n~ Plore. 
~eriou8 ~art ill the operati~nll. in the ~atl!Ur~:- ,-" 
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In 2cto~e~ "l'Q,nty3 :,~'.'Pee was approaching from Central India. 
300 of the Bhil Cor~~ were 'sent to Burhanpur in ~case he invaded 
Kh',m~a8 ''was-~-;;n8idere~1ikeJ;'.-· M~j Of Haselwood and Captain 
Bi~Ch accompained :them:~~uch to their' o,!~~ lI:~van1;lJ.ge, .for they 
appea~to have 'been taken by Si~ Hugh Rose'Jlwho needed officers 
knOWIng local dialects, on his-staff. -'Henceforward Lieutenant Atkins 

becom~s ~eril~~~~_oi.J;'J!lic!u~_n(L~~ci~t~nJr ~~l!lm~~Ii;IJt;' 'He 
also WAS absent for some time acting as A. D. C. intf;!rpreter to Sir 
Hu~ Rose while he was in Nim,ar and the ncighb~~ring COU!ltry. 



CHAPTER XII, 

THANSITION FHOl\1 l\IILlTAHY TO POLICE. 

WITH the rains of' 1858 begun tlmt undi~turbed peac~_:w~i~~~,!l! 
- p;ovince has e"Ver-;jnce t;njoyedj Bhllgoji Naik's gnng. which 

had entered its southern border~, had been exterminated. 'l'he shadow 
of' Tantya Topee passed and was gone, nnd the Satpura Bhils were ~l 

despicable gang of" dacoits:- ' 
It m~y be said that the Asirgadh march, and the Satpurll. 

campaign were petty affairs, involving a few hundred men only. 
But the importance of a battIe by no means always depends on the 
numbers engaged. How many hundreds fought at Koregaon 
Bhima, or how many for 'that matter were besieged at Lucknow? 
:At Burhanpur and Asirgadh the Bhils were opposed to mutinous 
regul;;~;-in the Satpuras to their own kith and kin. Yet to say 

(
they did not f,ail iU,~eir duty would be t~ use eXh-emelY m0gerat,!l 
la,!lgtlaze. Their perf'ormance was steady throughout and at times 
brilliant, and they welfdeserveathe Mutiny Medals 'which were 
allot!ed to all who'hiid marched to Asirgadh, or had been· pr~~t at 
Amba P;;~i a~d Dhaba Ravdi. -H~d th;-sindvll"P;;not bet;~· kept 
open for thepassageof ;t~~;!I~·and '~ar materials, annoying, perhaps 
dangerous, dclny would have resulted. Had Tantya Topee known of 
an asylum in Asirgadh, there is little doubt -which way -h~ -w~~d 
have gon-e. 

-Except that Lieut. Probyu was several times occupied during 
the ne:d,few years in hu~ting __ do"unhima and !us gang in the 
Akrani, sometimes in conjun(,tion with regular troops, sometimes 
with his Bhils only, there was no more active service for the 
pr~sel!,t. 

The iQternal administration of' the two corps began immediately 
to ~ccupy attention. As rcgardtj the second COJlP", tlu~ ,,"as no 
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doubt very necessary. Though mnny recruits hlld been obtained, 
and officers appointed, yet tJlc

Y 

sc~-ond corpslia'i.i never really exiilted 
as a regimeritaLu,ujt. On c'ampaign, members of both corps served 
togethl'r ~nd were 1I0t differe"nt.jated~~lmbers, but were always 
styled men of th~ Rhil Corps. The officers, appointed 'for 'speCific 
quties, in th~ stress of the times had to do what fell nearest to their 
hand. The .recruits at headquarters received but scanty and 
intermittent att~ntion, for if an officer did happen to be at Dhar~ 
angaon, he was sure to he called away for service elsewhere in a 
short time. 

Before he left the' Corps, Major Haselwood outlined a scheme 
defining the p';,sitio~s and d~~~s o( ~-tw~ ~orps. He' ~fshed 
them to be both semi-military corps as hitherto. The lst Bhil 

Corps was to be_~omI!lIl..!!~ed bl_~,!J!: §_~~ri~~~ndenl of _Polic~l and 
the second by tl,le lst Assistant. Each was to be independent as 
llegards regimental training and so fOl"th, but the Superintendent 
was to ex~~ci~e a general sup~rvision ovel' both corps, and to have 

. the command in case of the necessity for conlbined action. The 
lst corps' was to remain at D~aon, and the l'lnd to be 
placed at l\!al~aon" Eaeh was to have a l'lndin command and an 
Adjutant. The l'lnd in command was also to be Bhil ageut but to be 
responsible to the Superintendent a& principal Rhi! agent, rather 
than t.o the Collector. 

, Mr. Mansfield opined that the ~nd Bhil Corps should be a 
service corps stationed at M:alegaon. The lst Bhil Corps should 
be retained as at present, but shOUld be relieved by the ~nd Corps 
of detachment duty at Dhulia aftd l\Ialegaofl. This would anow 
of nearly balf the strength of the lst Corps being normally at 
head-quariers. The 2nd Corps wall to be independent o"f the Super­
intendent of Police, except in cases of emergency, such as frontier 
outbreaks, when the l'lnd COl'PS was to be liable to send aid as 
required. ' The Bhil __ Ag~~~~o~ __ ,t.o. _~!l_i!lt~~ ,,!-pd, :purposC$ 
Revenue' office~ were to be re~onsible to the Colledo)'", while 
retaTr;fn; thei; ap;1ttm~;t;i~the C~rp~. --In fa~Cihe'y wer~ to be 
in civil employ, but liable for-military duty on -emerge~~y. 

Government issued orders. whicn do not exacUy correspond 
with either of the above opinions. but are 1>bvi~usly influenced by 
both. 



!l,aO 

From 

To 

THE X1HNDF!Ut BHIL conps. 

II. L. ANDERSON, EflQt;IRF., 

SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, BOMBAT. 

A. DRTTJNGTON, ESQUIR'F., 

('O:\IMISSIONER OF POJ.lCE. 

$l'cret Dr pnrtment. 
Vntrd Uth Vee. 18r,8. 

SIR, 
With reference to Mr. Mansfield's letter to your addl'csS dated 

the !3rq Octopcr last, No. 1877. offering certain suggestions 
for the future organization of the two Bheel Corps in 
Khandesh, I am directed by the Right Hon'ble the Governor 
in Council-Ito communicate to you the following observation!! 
and instructions. 

~ The Right Hon'ble the Governor in Council considers thnt 
the best plan will be to fONIl-1he t~ ~~r'psj1!to a !ling!e 
corps comp~sed of two bnttalionll, each battalion to be 
treated precisely alike and to be placed on tile same footing 
as the Kolhapoor Infantry: an{lSawllnt ~aree Local Corps. 
which perform the duties of Regimentlt of the Line and at 
the same time take police duties. 

3 His Lordsllip in Council considers that- the Head-Q~arterlil 
of the two battalion!!, whieh might be at 1\flllligllum and 
Dhurrungaum, should always be or the same fitr-;;;gtb I\S ' the 
wing of a Regiment and should take the military duties I of 
their stations, the remainder of the Corps performing all 
detached and Police dutie", thus relie"ing the regiments of 
the Line from service which are considered prejudicial to 
military discipline. 

4 Each battalion should have itS own separate SlafF-Native 
Adjutant and Subedar and Havildar Major, but the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council.would make no- altera­
tion in the prescnt strength of the corps with regard to 
European officers. Each battalion has its own' Commanda.nt, 
Second in Command, and Adjutant, but_!!... th~._«:~rps. !,il~ 

conti!l!!~ to be_~_ ~.i!il_ !>n~J~!....~~.P£~i.~~:~~n: of ~ 
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will have a. gene.ral command over b?,th ~at~l~~l_..altbqugh - --..: ------ ,--,-.. ~""'~ .... .. 
it 4S vndet~t()_C!.~~t tfiis shoul~ be sl'ari~~ly ex~r.cised. 

:; The Right Honourable the Governor iQ, Council trusts that 
with the aid of these battalionS the Bheels will soon become 
attached to the soil. the &SliClisment of which is now being 
regulated on evetly moderate principles, and thus remove the 
nec;~sity of keeping up the Dheel Agencies, although His 
Lordshii!. in Council quite agrees with :Mr. l\Iansfield's opinion 
that the A~encies should be independent of the Police De-
partment. ' 

6 As tIICSC arrangements contemplate the removal of tlle Native 
Regiment stationcd at Malligaum and. tIle abolition of the 
Brigade Command in Khandebll, the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council hali deem~d it necessary to obtain the 
opinion of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief before 
giving effect to them in their entirety 

I have tlle honor to be, Sir, &c., 

BOlllBAY CA:STLE, 
lljth December 1858. 

H. L. ANDEUSON, 

Secretary to Government. 

Apparcntly the Bhil Corps,. after their wccesses ill war, settled 
down, strictly according to tribal. custom, to a series of big drinks. 
Mr. l\f/l1l9fi~Majol' lIasclw?od, and' Lieuflcnant Atkins knew,thcm 
well,' and apparently bore~ !,'ith their exuberance. 

But Major E. P. Arthur, wllo came as Superintcndent in· 1859, 
lIajoT Hal>clwood llaving returned to !i]landebh for a few months 
and again haying l~n the Provim'e, bad not been Campaigning w:ith 
the Billls •.. He only.'saw the loollehed belts and the iuattention to 
dibcipline. lIib report' is in, no' measured terms, and it had so 
much etrect 011. :Mr~ MalltofieId, old Khaude:shi. and lover. of Bhils 
as he was, ~hat he SUI)p~l'ted l\Iajor Al'thul'. '1'Jlat officer complain-

,ed that the nhil Corps was lazy, illiterate, and incompetent of 
performing police duties. It miglit fUl'uibh guards anCl outpohh, 

, but for tbe detection and prc\cntion of crime it was ubefess. These 
important du~ie5 w.ere entrubtcd ~o the· h'rcwular bibandis under 
the l\Ia.m.Ia.tdars, ll'ho were paid. the grc:a.t salary of Rs.r 4 . a month 
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each, . and 1I·ho worked, bribed, tortured, and corrupted accordingly. 
Major Arthur propolK'd, in effect, tllilt the scl'ond Bhil Corpa IIhould 
be dibbanded, and the Sibandi. Ilbolibhed. A new force Qr educated 
Police was' to be raised. ." ho !>hould be re&ponloible for those. duties 
which had hitherto been nt'glccted. 

Mr. Mansfield's lettel' in support is a masterly summing up of 
the situa\ion. It muy 'well be understood tllat it was wrung from 
him,. There il so tQ speak a luggestion oC WeUington standing up 
for the" scum of England" who 1I'on Waterloo, or of the antitllc6es 
in Mr. Kipling's" Tommy-Atkins." 

No, 1881 OF 1859. 
CANDElSJI l\lAc18TBATE's OF1,.lCF., 

Dhooli4, 9t1& .Jugud 1859. 
From 

s. MANS}<'!~1P •. l;SQl'1BE, 

";;"-'-~IAGlSTBATK 01' CANDEllilI. 

To 

~IR, 

A. ~I. llE1"l'ING'fON, };IQIl'UU:, 

-COIIUUIlSIONt:B '!, I'oLln:, 
I~oONAl1. 

I beg to fon /lrd /l report from Major .Arthur, Superintendent 
of Police, on the present state of the Police in Candelih with 
sugge&tions for remodelling it at a con!>idcrable laving -to 
Government. . 

~ The Police of l'andcsh eonsil>b firbl of the two Candcloh 
Dheel Corl)8 nunllJeri~g 2,O}7 men in all ranks and eoitling -----lb. }8,~18·8 per mcnsem. Sccondly, a body of 9l! mounted 
lloliee costing Us. 1,90::;. 'Thirdly, 8:lfJ. Police 1'(:0011 or 
Scebundees costing Rs. :J,iU-1S-,l. We have therefore l&,997 
mcn of all ranks costing fu. 23,836-3-4 per mcnsem for the 
detection and prevention of crime in Ca~desh, ~e 8rea of 
which is upwards of U,OOO Iquare miles, 11 itb a PO})uJlltion 
exceeding MOO,OOO. 1'111.'&1.' lIUluIJerli "uuld bc lllUR thUD bUfti-r--------......:. 
dcnt pro, i~ed tIll' qualification .. of the mcn for policc duties 
"Cl'e cvcn rCbJleetaLle, but I rl'grl'l to .. tute lIucb is nol tIle 

<:ab~ &nd .nob ithbtaudillS$ the. great C.X~llOIl,iDcUfr&:d pothlng 
can be more incfficiclll than the CaudWl r.Qlic~ .iI at 'pzetlCbt. 
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3 Major Arthur in his 5th to' 8th p'aras" comments on the 
anomalous position 'Of the Sup~rintendent European officer, 
being Commandaut of the lst Candesh Dheel Cor,ps ",hile 
his Assistant is Commandant of the 2nd Corps. Major 
Arthur being Superintendent is of eourse respo(1sible for the 
state of the Police of the. Zillah and yet near~y half, of the 
Police force is under the immediate control of his Assistant 
with whom he cannot interfere either in ptinishing or reward­
~ng any men of the 2nd Corps. Captain Birch bcing so very 
junior to :Major lIaselwood and also being a great friend 
ef his, no bad results en~ued from the arrangement while they 
were in Candesh, a'nd I do not anticipate anything but cordial 
co-operation between Major Arthur and Lieutenant Atkins, 
bui still II. dift'ercnce of opinion might occur an.d be v~ry 
prejudicial 'to the Public service. I therefore concur with 
Major ArUmI' in the propriety of remodelling the constitution 
of the two (2) Corps, more particularly as there is not 
sufficient employment for more than fmll' (4) European 
offil.'\.Tli in the "Police Department and the Hh~el·Agcncics. 

t ,The Governmcnt have .receutJy ordered lhe two (~) Corp~ to 
be reduced to 8Q{} :mcn, but I would recommend -that. thcy be 
further reduced to 600 men eaeh and ma«e into ~..vne corps. 
rhere should be a Commandant and Adjutant with two (2) 
other officers as Assistant Superintendents of Police, who in 
time of service could be employed witb the corps • 

.5. The ht B~~~~ak~j!!.!~.aud tW:...streqg1b bed 
at 800 men. In 1840 it wall d~arriMm Seindwa 
witli'lt and an additional two (2) Com,panies of' 100 men each 
banetiolled. Thebe mCll have been cntertained eVer bince 
though the de~ign ef gal'l'isollillg 8ciIlJi\\'a "as neyer carried 
into effect. 

6 The 2nd Corps was rail>ed.in 1857, during the mutinies, and 
'--'-. 

the streng'lh of each corps was fixed at 1,000 men of aU ranks 
making tbe Dhed levies ~:OOO, il{stead of the ;;'iginal ~" - ~ 

7 The object of levying the lst Corps in the ht ill~1ance was to. 
civ~.~e Bheel.li....luld by~ givinlt!.cg~l~~. P!'Y..!Q _1!la!gt: 

•. number .. to attach ..tJl>Ul...io, the ,.Driti~h GoverlllIl.cnt.... The ,--,- ...... --- -- ~- ,. -- ,- - ,,-

experiment ~as bel[!n ~~r.x.!uccessful. for wbile the Bheels and 
'" "' \ -~-""--'-----~ ..... -*' .... ~ ~"- .,._ .. ..,. 
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coolies of Q.Ej~!t, Mal~.l1n(Lotlu~r •. dYJtrictL~~_~!..o~~ ... 
111;lcb;~s ever, the Candesh Bhecls are quite the reverse and 
com;;tles8 ~ril~l~ tli;ii"~iF~- ~t'iI_ ~ ~~f~~~~~~--

8 Thoug~bove ~atisfactory result has ~~en _ ()~~in_ed littla 
or nothing has bee; done in the Bheel Corp! to stimulate the 

menW _~~~~L!!l(;..Dbeel .. or r~,~ . .th.~Jll9.rllL~Jl_~_rll!~!. 
On r a--~fcruit being enlisted he is put through a coune of drill 
for a few mouth. /lud then' leni on outpost duty under an 

inetfieieu.t native o~cer and \ i. transferred from one post to 
another till the end of his lIervice _al~d_scldom ,,-is its Dhurrun­
gaon except in c!s~_of sick~;ss. He is therefore' very little 
superior ill intelligence or conduct to IIi8 relations liying in 
the jungles. - . ._,--,' • 

9 The corr~;'~I!...g ~n:~i_r~l'y _~~~I!l'~~_cd. ~~. Dhedli lI'jth t~l~ eX~~I'.~!~1! 
of a fell' l'urdllsel.'b, the CODuuaudmg Officers han! been unable 
io rCP;";h:i.~kiug-;;~d iiilprovident habit&, owing to -th"i;' 
univcrsiirprevalence, by promoting 'tlie g~od and discharging 
the bad men. There is as much drinkius among the native 
and non-commissioned otficersas among the men, and conse-
quently the co~gcmerallY are q\Jitc unequal. ~o ___ ~uties_ of 
police. fbi; opi~i~-riiaverormed· after a seven years' 
reqe~ll_t~.!J?~ce.. ' ,------.. 

10 The Or!gi~l~_~~~~ in~~n~.:~U2.~ the_£2n.>~:p~r~o!,iiJ .. 1I'frejo 
guard ditltrict treasuries, garrison outpo/tts, in unheaIU,y 
sitUiitiOn~1hc-fr~';tier' bordcl'ing-ol1-dhMicfli"T{llIiibi{C'(J by 
different tribes of DhcelS; and aSbil.t in expeditions agail~~t 
in&ul'gcll~~~~~5,--··l'h~ 'cffici(!nll)erf~rnlance' ~f t1-;~;e dU-ti~ft 
wa;-'lul('incompatiblc \\ itb a.' very low degrec of intelligence, 
alld I dOll't tlUPPObC thcl'c are 150 Blled!! iu 'the two (2) 
corps who call read and oWrrte- and at the same time' are 
lIufficie'l~Uy abt>tellllou8 'to be e'l1t;;;t~d ~Itf~ duties which requir~ 
highel" qualificatioll!>, 

11 The cOltbti'lution ~f the corp!! n'quirc8, 1.herefore, au entire 
reform if it ilf juhmucd to make u!!C of it a8 police. At 
prebcllt'tell (10) lJIell called Purdabce8 arc entertained in each 
Company, and frolll tl~eul arc selected a proportionate nUI;~bcr 
of commislJionl'd u.nd non-COllUUiliSioncu offioors. These men 
ate m~:h higher paid than th~ .B~eel- ranb, and were intended, 
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I lIuppOlle, to lIet an ('xampJa and at the ~l\mC' time he a che('k 
on the Bhed9.· This might have succeeded i~ the corps had 
been kept together in one locality and the Purdasees had been 
properly selected. The duties allotted to the corps prevented, 
howe\,er, the former, .nd I regret t~ say that by the neglect of 
the Commanding Officers the Purdasees al'e very inferior 
indeed, and in many instances not superior to the Bheels in 
intelligenl'e and conduct. I would therefore do away with the 
Purdasee ranks and give the Commanding Officer (afier the 
reduction is efFected by the discharge of Unfit and the stoppage 
of recruiting) authority to enlist those who may be found the 
most eligible, whether they be llheels or any other caste, but 
to give the former the preference, and all should receive the 
same rates of pay, as proposed by Major Arthur. Reading 
and writing and sobriety are indispensable qualifications for a. 
policeman: and though we cannot expect for some years that 
every memher of the police will possess them yet. by keeping 
this object perpetually in view, I have no doubt we shall 
atta~n it. in a much shorfer.period than would be generally 
8llpposed. 

l!t The corps was originally intended to comprise men belonging 
to aU the difFerent tribes in, the hiUs and plains. This has 
,been lost sight of to a. great extent and the great body of the 
Bheel Corps is composed of I, plain" men, 'Very litt.le re­
moved from coolies. This, I think, sllould be altered and the 
Commandant should be urged to make efForts to secure men 
from the ~atpoorll and Satmulla Hills. 

13 I quite concur with l\Iajor Arthur in the opinion expressed in 
his 11th para, "that the elcments for the construction of a 

goo~...£o],ics Cqrc~A'! .n'!it~ e~~!. in _~~~C!~~h .}ll~~~!. £2iii 
anJ~~...!.~~~~~~ £ont,ju(l it wo_~ 
b:-. b.~t!r_tcLI~~ _ re~~!~~~~~ C:~r,p~. unchana:ed 
in i~.sonstitution, and perf orm:t.he--duties it _\y~~ ,originally 

. in~ebded for. and be c~tirely uncoimccted with the ·p;;iice. 
It could then be reducecl to its original strengt1.!. of 80,9 
men.. This reduction would' involve the neccssity of the 
undiscip~ined poir;;' being increased by' an equal augmenta,. 
tiOD, viz; 400," 
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14 I also quite concur wiUl the opinion expressed by Major 
Arthur in his 13th para. regaTding the impolicy of entertain­
ing Seebulldees on a pittance "hich affordll them but a bare 
subsistence. . The rates of pay }lC proposes to give them are 
only fair. I should have proposed higher pay for them, for 
I am of the same opinion as the Commissioner in Seinde that 
til! pay of a policeman ought to be higher than that or the 
regular sepoy of the line, but as that would' be higher than 
the pay of any other police in the Presidency, I refrain 
from recommendi,ng any increase on Major Arthur's rates. 

15 As to the arrangement proposed in Major Arlhur's15th para., 
I have n~ objection to offer further than I think the 
distribution of the different districts among the assistants 
should be-left to the Superintendent and the Magistrate who 
arc the best judges of "hat is required. 

16. I have above stated that the duties of the Police and the 
Bheel Agencies can be conducted by four (4) European 
officers. As the duties 1)( the two Agencies mum be conducted 
Ity the two Assil;tant Superintendents of ~olice the expense 
of half their office estnblisllments should be debited to the 
Police and haJf to the Revenue Superintendent. 

Ii I quite agree with Major Arthur in his l'cmal'ks about the 
pay of l"owjdal's and trust his recommendation regarding its 

, increase will receive the sanction of Government. 
18 The measure proposed by Major Arthur ill. in my humble 

opinion, calculated to promote the efficiency. of the Police to a 
very great degree and as a saving of Rupees 3,466-1-4 
per mellScm or of Rupees 41,1)93 per annum is ell'ected, 
I trust it will meet with your heal·ty support, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Y Ollr mQst obellient servant, 
S. MANSFIELD, 

:ftJ agiserat e. 
After some disCllS&ion, the al'J'llngcmcnis contemplated by 

Major Al'thul' and 1\1r. Mansfield (now become Commi8l>ioner ot 
Police) were adopted by Government in October 1860. The orden, 
f&lld the statem~nt attached, are reproduCed: ..... • ' 

-- -----_. ,;-----' 
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Statement showing the number' and cost of the present and propo.led EsfalJlishlllclif o( Police. 

- ---- - ---- - -- ----~:~e: ~S~"h~i .. hll1:':~f Police. r;;':~~:l-I~:~h~i~hUlent of PolICe • 

Foujdar8-

ht ellts. 

2nd 

3rrl 

4th 

Commandllnt .,. 

•• 
2nd·in CODlInllnd 

. -- ---- -~---

No. of IRate of month I of '!:!~~htY I Xo. of IR.,te of month ~ of !;:~l'!hIV 
~_-"-men. Iy l)a~_~ent~'L payn~n_t. _~_ ~len. ___ Iy_parment I p~ymcnt: 

IRS. a. p. I R,. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs.::I. p. 

I 

7 i 2() 9 0 140 0 0 I ,) 4.> 0 0 22:> 0 0 

1 I 16 0 0 16 I} 0 I 10 35 0 0 350 0 0 I' 
1 15 0 0 IS 0 0 I 14 30 0 0 420 0 0 

21 14 0 0 I 294 0 0 .••••.. , I 
! ···1 
I 

···1 
I 

1 1.000 0 0 I 1,000 0 0 1 1,000 0 0 I 80B 0 0 

1 600 0 0 I 600 0 0 .,. 

2 600 0 o! 1,200 0 0 

The pay of the 
comma n d Ii n t 
should be Rs. 
800 • 



Adjutallts .. ( 2! 500 0 0 1,000 0 0 1 500 0 500 0 0 

SlIhec1ur Major .•. 11 77 0 0 77 0 0 1 55 0 0 55 0 0 

" " 
1 67 0 0 67 0 :1 Suhe(lnl'" PlIrdllss('cs 6 42 0 0 252 0 

..; 
29 Bhccls 14 0 0 406 0 0 12 30 0 0 860 0 0 1= 

" " 
:.-
~ 

6 24 8 0 147 J amnc1al'i. PlIrc1n~sces ." 0 0 71-.. 
~ 

14 14 8 0 203 0 0 ,. 20 0 0 240 
" 

Bh('els 12 0 0 e 
~ 

Hnvi1<lurs, ~urdn •• ee. 14 10 8: 0 147 0 0 '" ., 
Bheels 

100 j 8 0 0 800 0 0 60 H 0 0 '600 0 0 
0 

" 
=: 

Naiqllcs, Purdu.~ees 10 8 12 0 87 8 0 =:: 

Bbeels 100, 6 0 0 600 0 0 60 8 0 0 480 0 
E 
o-j: 
:.-

Buglcr~, Major 2 10 8 0 20 0 0 1 10 0 0 16 0 0 
".. 
.-:' 

Buglcrs ... 20 8 12 0 175 0 0 12 8 0 0 96 0 0 
~ 
0 

Pl'ivutes, PUI'UIl.,ecs ... 112 7 0 0 784 0 0 412 6 8 0 2,704 0 0 ~ 
0 
t"-

Bheels 1,600 5 0 0 ~,OOO 0 0 626 5 8 0 8,443 0 0 
... r.. 
t: 

AVC1'age of monthly Batt ..... l,500 0 0 

----------~ 
1,2021 

-----

'fotal Rs. 2,006 17,066 8 0 9,288 0 
01 

I ~~ 
;:.~. 

- ----~ ----
I ~. ----- ~--



Statement sllowing ille number and" cost of tIle present and" proposed Establishment of Police. 
----

Present Establishment of Polic ... Proposed Establishment of Police. 

No. of !Rate ofmonth-! 
Total 

No. of IRate ormonth-! 
Total 

mcn. Iy payment. I of monthly men. Iy payment. of monthly 
- payment. payment. 

t 
, 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. R~. a. p. 
Sstab/i"h IIIc.d-

Apothecary ... ... .. . .. 2 200. 0 0 400 0 0 1 200 0. 0. 200 0 0. 

ht Ho.pital A~bl~t.·nt ... ... 1 35 0. () 35 0 0 1 35 0 0 35 0. 0. 
, 

bt .. .. .,. . .. 1 25 0 0 25 0 0 ... .. ..... . ..... 
2.d .. " 

... ." 3 20. 0. 0. 60. 0. 0. 2 20 0 0. 40 0 0. . 
lst Grnllc Apprentice ... ... 1 8 0. 0 8 0 0. 1 8 0 0 8 0 0. 

2nd Gl'utic Apprenti('e .,. ... 1 I) 0 0 5 0 () 1 5 0 0 Ii O· 0 . 
Pundits .. I ... '" 

_. . .. 2 14 8 0 29 0 0. 1 14 8 0 14 8 0. 

Arroour .. r.. . " ... . .. .. 2 12 0 0. 24 0 0 1 12 0 0 12 0. 0 
I 

A~~i"tant Armourers ... . .. 2 8 0 0 16 0 01 1 8 0. 0 8 0. 0 
~ 

U"lIuwb Boys .. . .. ... ... 2 4 0 0 8 0. 0' 1 4 0. 0 4 0 0. 

lIJoochel', ... ... ... . .. 2 8 0 0 16 0. 0. 1 8 0 0 8 0 0 . 
Uht'l,stecs ... ... . " .. . 20 6 0 0 120. 0 0. 10. 6 0 0 60 0. 0 

- ------
Total Rs. ... 39 ...... I 

746 0 0 21 . ..... 394 8 0 
.------



Allowances, etc.- I 

For stationery, etc., for 20 COJnPI\-
20 8 0 0 160 0 0 12 " nics at 8 rupees each ••• .,. 8 0 96 0 0 

, 

Fo!" Havll~ar Ml\jor' ... ... , .. 2 10 0 0 20 0 0 1 10 0 0 10 0 0 

,Fo)' Pay Orderlies ... ." ... 20 5 0 0 100 0 O. 10 5 0 0 50 0 0 

For Drill Havildars '" ... . .. 2 15 0 0 10 0 0 1 5 0 0 6 0 0 

" 
lIa.ters ... ... ... 20 2 0 0 40 0 0 8 2, 0 0 16 0 0 

StatiOlU"ry to School .... ... ... ... 3 0 0 -6 0 0 . ... 3 0 0 3 0 0 

lind CI,arcolIl ... ... . ... 10 0 0 20 0 0 ~ .... 10 0 0 10 0 0 

- ------------_.-----
... ...... 356 0 0 , .. - ......... 190 0 0 

------ ------------ . 
Kunhur Agency-

Blte .. l Agf'nt ... ... .. , . .. ... ...... . ... 1 600 () 0 600 0 0 

. 
Establisitllte't,t-

:1 Engli.h Writ .. " ... ... .'0, 1 38 8 0 :~8 8 1 30 0 0 30 0 0 

Slwrhtad.lr ... ... ... .. . 1 33 8 0 33 8 1 30 0 0 30 0 0 

Cltl'koon ... ... .. . ... 1 18 8 0 18 8 0 1 15 0 0 15 0 0 

1 H.mldtu·, Rs.6; 1 Naik R~. 5, 
I\lId 6 Pron., Rs. 41. ... ... 8 .......... 36 8 0 ... . ..... . ......... 

--------. 11 • ••• u ...... 127 0 0 4 . ..... 675 0 0 
----r--------- -

We!'tcl'n Bheel Agency-as above ... 11 ......... 127 0 0 4 . ..... 675 0 0 



Statement &lwwillg the numbel" and cost or the 11',.cfJent anil pl"oposed Establishment of Police. 

Pre.ent E.tahli,llIlIellt of PoJice. I Propo5ecl Est"blbhment, of Police. 

--------- ~--- -~- --- - - ----- -- ----- -- --

o 0.0 Rate of month- f }onthl o. of , lite 0 mont '0 of monthly N' f I Tot.,t I N :R fill Torot 
men. Iy pnyment. 0, nym t y 'men. Iy payment. pa>'ment I I p,' ell, , . 

EatablUikl/(eut 
of Police-

I 

to the Superintenden t i 
Engli-h Writrr 

.. 
ShN'i,t"dur 

2nd C.lrkOOll 

Brd ff 

41h 
" , 

1 S'lIit}IlC It •• 6, lind 3 P':OIlS R~. 41 ' 
! Tot,,1 Rs. • .. ·1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

.. , 
9 1 

I-~ 

! 
P,.id for from the Stlltiollery ftnd t 

COIlll"'OY Allo\\·IIIK"e. Kotew .. l ••• ' 2 
S .. bll,ldie<- i 

, .. \ 

I 

I 
I 

i 
2:> ' 

Rs. a p. 

48 0 0 

29 0 QI 
20 0 0 

14 0 0 

13 8 0\ 

25 0 0 

7 I!l 0 

Rs. _a. p. : 

48 0 0 

, 
29 0 0, 

• 20 0 0; 

14 0 Oi 

18 8 0 1 

\ 
17 12 0 

142 .. 0 

50 0 O· 

187 8 0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

9 

R~ .•• p.1 

8:> 0 o! , 
25 0 0 I 

1 

a5 0 0 I 

20 0 0 I 
15 0 0 I 

I 

Rs. R. p. 

85 {I 0 

25 0 (I 

85 I) 0 

21) 0 0 

15 0 0 

!aOe11200 

...... I ...... 
--[14200 

31.1 0 0 

20 0 0 

I ......... 

120 0 0 Four ,ample. 

180 0 0 



Hllvildars 

Naiqnes ' .... 

Peon" ht Class 

.f 2nd ,. 

" 3ra " 

Of 4th " 

50 i 
48 I 

..:I I 

600 

500 

454 

300 0 

·240 0 

4 5 

1,936 0 

48 10 0 0 

48 800 

33t 6 S 0 

502 ;j 8 0 

480 I) 0 

384 O· 0 I 

2,171 0 .()' 

2,761 0 0 I 

140 1 3 0 0 420 O· 0 . . .. . . . •.. , •.•. i 
80 I 2 0 0 16:) 0 0 .•• ......... ......... . 

------~~---------i----l 
Total Rs. ••. 828 j ...... I 3,247 13 4 I 950 . .. ... : "l,096 0 0: ---,-------1-----------. . , I I 

I 

1 35 0 0 II 35 0 0 1 35 0 0 35 0 0 II 

6 25 0 -0 150 0 0 6 25 0 0 150 0 0 I 
... 10 22 0 0 I 220 0 0 10 22 0 0 220 q O! 

¥ou,nted Police-

Jemedal's 

Duffe<lars 

Naib Dnffedars 

···1 75 , 20 0 O! 1,500 0 0 15 20 0 0 1,500 0 f) I' 

Total Rs. .. \'= 9~: ..... -11,905 0 0 -= 92 ==.~== 1,905 0 0 I 

__ ----GrOI:l Totitl RS.~~ __ :~2~_ ..... 124,232 9 412,31.4 ...... 20,360 ~OJ _____ ~_ 

SiJladars 

Abstract. 
Rs. 

Pl'esent Establbhment 24,232 
Proposed Estahlishment ... 20,360 

Decrea~e per mellst>m 3,872 

Det'l't'ase }WI' allnum ... 46,465 

II. p. 
9 4 
8 0 

1 4 
12 

0 0 

(SIgned) P. P. ARTHUR, )fA.JOIl, 

S!tperintendl'nt ,.,r p,.,lice. 

'fme Copy. 
J. lIIA~SFJF.LD, 

:Magl~trate. 



THE KHAXDESlI nun. (,ORP~. 

J/ldicial Department. 

SIR, 

IlOl\lDAY CASTU:. 

18th October 1860. 

I am directed by the Honollrahle the GOl'ernor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. !233 dat"d 14th 
.Tuly last and to trall~mjt copy of the GOl'crnmellt Re~ollltion 
regarding the reduction of the ~I\d KhRnde!>h Bheel Corp" 
and yOUI' propo~al to remodel the pay and emolumenb of 
the diseiplinccl anll undi!o.ciplined Police. 

Resolution, 

The al'rRngelncnts proposed by :\lajol' Arthur and the Com­
mi~~ioner of Police Northerll Divillion are very judiciou •. 
The partinl absorptioll ot', the 2nd Khundesh Bheel COl'P~ 
will provide the e.,tablishment of the di .. ciplined and Ull­

disciplined Police 011 I'n efficient basis and will afford a 

~Iwing of rupocs Uu'ee thousand eight llUlldred and sevenly 
ho pel' mellsem. The Honourable the Governor in ('oU/l(,jl 

appr<H'l'~ of tIlt' arrangements 'proposed and authorize .. tlwir 

adoption. 
~ The Honouruble the Governor in Council concurs· "'ith tile 

Commissioner of l'olice Northern Divi"ion in considering 

that the }lay of the Commandant of the Corps may be paid 
i/l future lit rupees eight hundred pCI' meDsem. 

I hal'e the honour, &c., 
H. ANDERSON, 

Chief Secretary. 

In con,~qucnee of the"c l11ell!llll'e'l, Gowl'I1ln('nt nho 1"~IH'cI till' 
following orders :-

Jl~dit'illl Dt'Pfll'/lIlfllt. 

Sm, 

XO. :3j~7 of 18(iO. 

BO:\lB.\Y ('ASTU·;. 

lit" Oetober ]860. 

I 11m directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lett<'l' Xo. 231 
of the IHh .July la .... t. nnd to transmit copy of the Go\,e1'O­
ment j·e ... olutioll app,'oying of the Itppoilltment,'j r('commcnncd 
by' your resolution. 



TRANSITION PROM MILITARY TO POLICE. ~65 

Consequent to tfte reorganization and re?uction 'of the Khandesh 
Bheel Corps it will be necessary to make a selection from the 
officers now attached to the two Corps. The Honourabl: the 
Governor in Council is therefore pleased on the recommen­
dation of the Commissio'ner of Police Northern division who 
was -formerly Magistrate"'of Khandesh to make the following 

appointments. 
Lieutenant-Atkins to be Superintendlillt of Police and Comman­

dant of the Khandesh Bheel Corps. 
Lieutenant Probyn to be Second in Command. 
Captain S. Scott to be Third in Command, Lieutenant St.anley 

Bell to be Adjutant. 
The services of Captain Rice and Lieutenant C.,Grant should be 

placed at the disposal of His Excellency the Commander-in· 
Chief. 

The necessary orders have been issu~d. 

I have the honor &c. &c., 

H. :no ANDERSON. 

Chief Secretary. 

The second Bhil Corps ceased to exist; after a life of three years 
only. As a matter of fact, it hardly can be said to have had any 
real separate existenee from its parent. It was .an additional levy 
to meet an pmel·geney. Its members worked in and out with those 
of tIle first Corps, and the two were never distingui~hed into separate 
units. The number of recruits enlisted into the ~nd COI'PS rose to 
800 in 1858. There are in existence separate indents for clothing 
etc. from l\Iajor HaseIwood and Captain Birch. But in another 
letter, referring to the Bhil Agencies, Major Haselwood points out 
that both corps were perpetually short of one or more officers, that 
the officers had to ~rve where tJley were needed. ,and to take with 
them such men as they could get. --

Willi the return of peace and the> increase of prosperity, tlte 
PoliCe> st'poys began to fe>el the lowness of their pay. Recruit<; 
became increa~ingly hard to procure. and men in service complained 
that they could earn more by private labour. Two curious reasons 
for the difficulty of procuring Policemen ar~ officially mentioned. 
One is, that th~ .labouring tlasscs were earning very high wa~s for 

3. 
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going to' the Jlilts and cutting sleepers for "the new G. I: 1'. Railway 
now being built. The other is that the intricacie9 of the new 
Penal Code were so grent, thnt they made the Policeman's life an 
extremely unhappy one. 

At this time the parganas of Varangaon (now BhusavaI) and 
Etlalabad were adrled to the Province, having been ceded by Sindia. 
A considerable stretch of jungle jn the nortq east. corner was given 
over to Holkar. l\Iuch correspondence as to the providing (,If 
extra Police for the new additions enliued, but Government was all 
for economy, and little was done. 

In 1861 Major ArUmT was succeCllf'd hy Captain Atl-ills for a 
few monthS', alld th~1I by Captain ProbYl1, who was destined to 
remain 11!1 Superintendent Police and Commandant of the Bhil COI'pIi 

for upwards of ~~ years. In himself ~e forms a link between the. 
times of .the Mutiny and the present day, for there are offleerfl now 

"in service, or on pension. who s~rved with him or under him. He 
joined in 1858 almost immediately after Amba Pani, and much to 
his annoyance was made to do the adjutant's work at Dharangaon. 
Although he missed the most glorious day of the Corps, he assisted, 
as recorded above, ill crushing the second 'Outbreak of Khajll Sing, 
and did a great deal of hard work about the Akrani pursuing and 
roundi.ng up the Badvani rebels. 

In the lamc year the office of Srd in ('ommand of the llhil 
Corps was abolished. The remaining olficers were the Commandant, 
(also Superinte!ldent Police and Principal Bhil Agent) the 2nd in 
command. (also As&istant Supc;int~nde'nt Police and Western Bhil 
Agent) and the Adjutant, (also Assistant Superintendent Police). 
The Southern Bhi! Agency, which comprized the country where 
Outram began his work, and which was said to contain the wildest of 
nIl the Bhifs, was now"so civilized as not to require a separate Agent. 
Indeed, dUl"ing the Mutiny when Bhagoji Naik ('ntered the south of 
the Province, he seems to have reckoned on gaining some support 
from the BhiIs of the Kannaa Agency. Doubtless he had heard 
tales of their ancient prOll'esR, Ilnd thought that, like their cousins in 
the Satpuras. if they only had a bold enough leader they would rise. 
Rut every report from 18.')7 onwards shews how BJlagoji misjudged 
the Satma!a Bhils. They slood firm by the Government which had 
protecte4 ijlem, IlJld refusetl either to join the rebels pr to harbour 

I 
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them. Thc consequence was that Bhagoji and his followers did IIOt 
remain in Khandesh. One reason for this improvement was 110 

doubt the spread of cultivation. The Satmalas are not so much a 
range of hi.lls as a range of ~liff's. Khandesh-no doubt itself once 
a lake or sea,-lies at the bottom. The Deccan plateau lies on 
thc top. Both above and below the land is level and fairly l'ich 
almost to the edge. As cultivation extended, it began to leave 
only the nB;.rrow range of actual cliffs as- jungle. Outlaw Bhils, 
like wild animals. require a large extent of jungle in \\-hich tp 1Jide 
and from which to' slllly forth. The Satmala jungles,were narrowed, 
to a long and inaccessible strip. and both outlaws and wild animals 
yielded to cultivation. Captain Ovans and many officers down to 
Major Gill used to pur~ue the Bhils or hunt the tigers and bears. 
N ow ~here is not a bear in the Khandesh Satmalas, and if a. tiger 
is heard of, it is only an occasional wanderer. 

In IS6! there was a scare, involving Khandesh and the Deccan. 
caused by the circulation of chapattis from village to village. 
TIlis was considered by some to be 'an incitement to mutiny, but was 
treated by Government with contempt. The following extract fl'om 
a letter written by the Commis&ioner of Police will show how diffi­
cult it was in 1858 to disti~guish betwee~ bitter tragedy and broad 
farce. 

Government will recollect that in 1858 Major 1\rthur traced 
a similar movement (the same indeed which the Deputy 
Commissioner in Bctar proclaimed to be rebellion involving 
the punishment of· death) to the fulfilment of the vow of It 
sick barber; who having recovered from his own indigestion 
prepared for the village dogs a babket of pudding ends, 
II about the size of a nine pound cannon shot" which ~he 

Deputy Commissioner and his Medical Adviser thought were 
sweetened with treacle which apparently from having gone 
the wrong· way caused lllu~b uneasiness. , , . 

Generally speaking, the Province enjoyed, from 1860 onwards, 
a period of rapidly advancing prosperity. The Colleetorate was in 
charge of :Mr. Ashburner, One of the ablest officers ever in the . , 

Province. It cOl'rc&ponded mOl'e nearly in area with the geogra-
phical Province than ever before or aft cr. It is true that the 
fortress of Asirgadh, and the city and tahsil of BUl'banpur, were 
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tacked on to Nimad. Why this was done is not apparent,. 
for in even comparatively recent docnments Burhanpur was 
alluded to as the capital of h.nandesh. It and Asirgadh were 
garrisoned py the Dombay Army, tl~d both were Baved by the 
Dhi! Corps. It can hardly have escaped the notice of the local 
officers that there never was any but an arti6cial boundary 
between naver and BUl·hanpur. that the people webt of Asirgadll 
are I\:IlUlldeshi and thos~ cast arc Nimari, and that .the nlltural 
boundary' is both well defined and complete. _ De this as it may, 
Durhanpur was gone. Sindia.' however had quitted the Province, 
even Varangaon and·Edalabad being added to Khandebh. In other 
respects, except for the Nizam's encroachments below the SatmaJab, 
the Province was one and complete, and was as tine a Collcctorate as 
man could wish for. The house of Jhansi had been extirpated from 
,Parola, for the local members of the family were implicated in the 
horrors of Jhllnsi itself, their estates were forfeited, and many of 
them were transported. One of them on his return from banishment 
petitioned for the restoration of the Parol a estate. In the course of' 
his petition he mentions that be was transferred from the Andlunans 
to the charge of Sir J. Brooke in Sarawak. This is probably 8n 
unique experience for·the stay-at-home Khan·deshi. 

The Dombay Agra road traversed the district from Chandore to 
the Siudva Pass, and was metalled throughout. The Commandant of 
the Bhit Corps was requi~itioned for strong guards over the convict. 
gang which was making tile metalled road from Dhulia to CbaJisgaon, 
to join the G. I. P. Railway. That line was complete as far 88 the 
Tapti, and was being pushed onwards, "ith the dect of diverting 
trade from the Sindva Pas8. Everywhere branch roads were 
growing, and were being planted with avenues of trees. These 
avenues still exibt, to the perpetual glory of Mr. Alrhburner who walt 
responsible for them. 

Cultivation spread rapidly, the deserted villages "'ere repopu­
lated. The increase of the c.olton hade, and the facilitie~ for 
trall8mission, l'apidly increased the resources of the Province. The 
Dhils found ample occupation in agriculture. labour, lVatchiing of 
crops an~ other miscellaneous duties. They were encouraged tp 
return cach to biB ancestral village. Theil' hereditary rights as 
village Police were reasserted and confirmed. and their hereditary 



lands were restored. In short, the Province became a8 pcaceful and 
as prosperous as any other district. The Bhil Corps automatically 

_ began to do the duty oC armed Police, and that duty only, for the 
very good reason that there was no strictly military duty for it to 

perform. As a military force it lost its raison ,J>etre, a~d this faet 
forced itself upon the notice of Government by degrees. In fact, as 
the years went by the l"etention of the Bhil Corps became more and' 
more a matter of sentiment Ilnd tradition. True, the sentiment was 
kind and worthy, and the tradition honourable and glorious, but both 
had eventually to yield to the practical needs of the age. 



CHAPTER XlII. 

:FINAL CONVERSION INTO ARMED POLICE. . . . 

THERE i~ no doubt that the Corps would have been much earlicr 
converted into,Police but for its Commandant. Major Probyn 

was one of the most remarkable men who ever serv;d in Khandcbh. 
His chivalry, his prowess in arms and in sport. and his loveable 
character, endeared him to the Bhile ae to every one else, and pre­
vented the Corps falling to pieces so long as he commanded it. 

Oliver Probyn joined the Company's service in 1843 and was 
appointed to the 300 Regiment N. I. in 1844., He took part in the 
Sikh war of 1848-49 and walt present at the siege of 1\looltan and 
the battle ot: Guzerat:, In 1849 he was employed with the.field force 
North of Peshawar and in t~e Swat Country., 

In 1853 he wae adjutant of his regiment at Sholapur, and 
there met with an accident which compelled him to leave the regular 
army. He was loading an air gun, not one of the toys made nowa­
days, but a powerful weapon designed to kill. ' The weapon explod­
ed, blowing oft' his right hand entirely, and two fingers of hie left. 
It is told of him that he endured the necessary opcrations without 
any anresthctics, and that as he watched the doctor amputating hill 
at'm, he remarked that it was being taken oft' too close to t~c injured 
wrillt. He was told that the object was to lea.ve him all long an arm 
as possible. But his idea proved correct, for in a few days it 
became necessary to amputate again near the elbow. 

For some time Lieutenant Probyn was on the invalid list. 
He managed to obtain some employment in 1856, when he walt lient 
to Australia on deputation, with what object is no~ stated. He 
returned during the Mutiny. and was for a short time employed 
with the Rajputana field force. ' Soon afterwards he was ap­
pointed to the Khandesh Bhil Corps, and to it h~ gave up the 
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remaining years of his ljf~, for he died even as he reached Home in 
1888, when he' had just retired. His 'friends put up memorial 
brasses to him in St. Mary's Poona, and in the Pllrish (,hurch of his 
home with this inscription~ 

In memorp of ~ajor "liber ~robpn, C.l.e. 
YOUNGEST SON OF JOHN PROBYN. ESQ •• OF MANOR HOUSE. LONG HOPE IN THF: 

COUNTY OF' GLOUCESTER. 
LATIil OF THE 3RD REGIMENT OF BOMBAY NATIVE INFANTRY. AND FOR 

TWENTY"SIX ·YEARS. 
DHEEL AGENT AND SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE IN THE PROVINCE OF 

KHANDESH. 

A MAN OF PURE HEART. BRAVE. HONEST. AND TRUE. PIE WON THE 
CONFIDENCE AND ESTEEM OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE RESPECT ANn 

AFFECTION OF ALL AMONG 
WHOM HE SERVED. 

THIS MONUMENT IS ERECTED BY HIS COMRADES.. WHO UNITE IN LAMENTING 
THE LOSS OF A GALLANT OFFICER. AND A VALUED FRIEND. 

lIE DIED IN LONDON ON THE 29TH JULY 1883. WITHIN A MONTH AFTER HIS 
DEPARTURI!I FROM INDIA. . 

He had only three fingers out of ten, and those on, his left hand. 
Yet he wrote a dear and characteristic hand writing. An officer 
still on the active list who served with him states that he could al­
ways reckon on killing two !tnipe right and left, usually took first 
spear when pigsticking, and was a fearless gentleman rider. Another 
says .. ~he Sahebs loved him, and the Bhils adored him." 

The courtesy of some of the members of his family has provi­
ded the following interesting account. 'written by one who knew him 
well. 

I remember well Oliver's introducing me to the BbiIs as his 
own" gaumwalIllh "-(the man from the same village)-the 
greatest compliment in Bhil eyes that 'he could pay to an 
unknown Sahib, and one that gave me more prestige in their 
eyes than I probably deserved. I played cricket with the 
Bbils, and got some of the best shikaris appointed to my 
guard. Oliver Probyn often umpired, and took a paLernal 
interest in my welfare. 

He was then a noted tiger shot, and a splendid horseman. His 
feat in winning the Poona Derby and many other triumphs 
on horseback will Dot be forgotten by any of his contem­
poraries. He delighted to show his friends their first tiger, 
and to teach them all the wood craft he knew. He showed 
me' my first ti~er. anll bel1~ it up to JOe hi~lf ()D his favoll-
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rite elephant; and this was only the firat of several tigers 
that I IIhot or fl.Ilsilif.ed others to shoot in his company. Tholl.e 
who rpmember the h.11andcsb of thof>e days will recall tIle 
famous shooting camp" by the Tapti on the Khandesh 
Rajpipla frontier and the wild haunts of Da~ji Wassava of 
Sagbara whose boundary I afterwards settled when Assista.nt 
Political Agent in ncwa Kanla in 187!. Sagbara was then 
noted as a Cave of Adllllam, frequented both by wild beasts 
and wilder men. . 

I also recall to mind in connection with Oliver Probyn and the 
late Major Gill of Adjunta, near the celebrated Caves, a lame 
tiger on 8 legs, commonly known all tIle • I,ungrawliJInh 
ShaitAn', which Probyn intended to shoot, and had carefully 
posted himself for the shot. That tiger WIl8 limping "traight 
up to Probyn, when 8. sepoy incautiously gave a low 
whistle. This the tiger heard and promptly changed his 
coUrse and came opposite to my tree sitting down on its 
haunches like a huge cat, and holding up its damnged fore 
paw. I took my chance and the tigcr fell to my shot. 
Probyn though sorely disappointed at i)is own ill luck 
prais~d me for the shot which rid. the neighbourllOod of a 
weird beast which being crippled W118. expected to become n. 

maneater~ but he did not forgive the careJcl>s sepoy who 
whistled at the wrong time, and spoilt Jlis chance. I can hear 
him now in very fluent Hindustani admoni"hing that sepoy in 
terms w.hieh the nhils very well understooo and greatly en­
joyed. The ·relatives of that &cpoy must have squirmed if 
they could have heard the Sah~b'8 • wingcd words' addressed to 
their luckless caste man. Doubtless they had often heard the 
same before from • kala. log' when they were drunk, but the 
Sahib's vernacular, compliments were far more important Rnll 
were reserved for great occasiolls. 

Probyn's 1\1onsoon head quarters were at Dhurungaum and there 
I a.lso lived for one or two seasons in company with H. E. 1\1. 
(now Sir Eyan) James and Henry ·Scannell, Assi&iant Su­
perintendent of Police. Probyn's Police A"r,istants at this 
time were CaptAin Frank Wise, Captain Gordon BirdwoorJ, 
/lnd Jl. ScaJlDeil, all fl.las now gODe t rrobln wa~ a JittJe king 



I'INAL CONVERSION INTO ARMED POLICE. 2'7'3 

in his own way at Dhurungaum, worshipped by the Bhils as 
Qutram was before him, and beloved and ·honoured by all his 
English friends. Besides being an excellent rifle shot he 
w':s wonderf~l with his shot gun at quail, snipe and flor~can. 
He used to' shoot with two!8 bore shot guns very light in 
weig~t, in fact mere toys, which h~ could use almost with nne 
hand, and could carryall day without fatigue. He- kept 
himself in wonderful riding condition by great abstemious~ess 
in food, and drink.in~ very little j but he was noted amongst 
his English friends for his skill in making' cocktails', and 
cunning small drinks which he could vary at will according 
to the taste of ius gUests. He was one of the most com­
panionabl~ men I ever knew. and the time I spent in Kban~ 
desh from 1869 to November 18'7'1 serving under Lionel 
Ashburner C.S.I. as Collector, C.B. (afterwards Sir Charles) 
Pritchard K.C.S.I .. H.E.l\f. (afterwards Sir Evan) James, 
and Oliver Probyn, I look back upon as some of the pleas~ 
antest in my whole service. • 

Of Probyn's career after I left Khandesh I have no personal 
knowledge, but I often used to meet him when I was Poli.ti~al 
Assistant in Rewa --Kal!ta and Assistant Resiqent at Baroda. 
Those who remember the hospitable Breach Candy hUDg~Iow 
of the three brother., Campbell with their beautiful garden, 
and excellent badminton court, can recall Oliver Probyn's 
wonderful skill at that game, playing as he did with his 
crippled left hand and using his bat as well as the best of us. 
All three brothers were like myself great admirers of Oliver 
Probyn, or Probyn Bhao (Brother P.) as he was commonly 
called by his intimates in - those days. Major Probyn's 
public services have been commemorated in the tablets erected 
to his memory both at Poona and at Linghope County 
Gloucester, where his father resided. By tl10se wbo knew him 
as I did he will never be forgofum. He died unmarried 
leaving behind bim the memory of a brave and simple nature 
sa'lls peur et ,am reproche. Such men are always scarce. 

On one occasion NimIya Naik, II. Bhilleader who was associ~ 
ated with llbimya in bis depredations in lladvani State, ",as so 
11ard presi!ed by the troops that he crossed tJIe frQntier into 'Khandesh. 

~9 
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l~aving all behind him, including his child, who was' acci~entaUy 
killed in the pursuit. He ran into Probyn's camp,entered hi!! tent, 
fell at his feet and demanded sanctuary. This could not be offered 
to an outlawed dacoit. but as it had been demanded, Probyn said that 
Nimlya would not be arrested in lChandesh provided he left it within 
48 hours. At the same time he advised Nimlya to go at bnce to his 
pursuers' camp and surrender. }"or this act of combined chivalry 
and good judgment Probyn was commended by Government. 

Old Dhils still living who served under Probyn confess to having 
had a respect for the shrpwd blows which he was ,!ble to inflict with 
tpe hook he wore on his right arm or the dogwhip he habitually 
carl·jed. ..But they combined tIlls fear with II. real respect for him as 
a gallant officer and a fearless hunter and with a love for him as II. 

friend and patron. 
So great was his prowe~ in spoli, that he was allowed the use 

. of several Government elephants for mallY years fOJ: the express 
Rurpose of killing ~he tigers which infested the western and northern 
jungles. The Agency reports. contain. the thanks. of Government 
year by year for the good service done in this way. 

Such was the last great commandant of the" Khandesh Bltil 
corps. Worse mutilated' than Nelson, he had all Nell>on's da~h 

and vigour, and comm~nded as much as Nelson the affections of his 
men. That he had not the same opportunities all Nelson of "howing 
hill prowess in the field, i8 hardly his fault • 

. In IS7!! a Bhi! named Jagtya. collected a band in the Badvani 
hills and began to plunder. Preparations were made to oppose him, 
but he was defeated and taken by Holkar's Troops before he 

. reached Khandesh. 
In 1879 Captain Probyn was ordered to Poona with a detach­

ment of the Bhi! Corps to take part in the operations against the 
ou~law Vasudeo Phadke. This was the l~st occasion on which the 
.Corps served outside Khandesh, and it is gratifying to read that 
the service was well performed. In the same year there was a scare 
in Khandesh owing to the discovery of sympathizers with Vasudeo 
who wel'e collecting men and funds for him. At the same time II. 

series of daeoit,ies were committed in the liouth of the Province. 
It was fcared th~t an organized rising was in pro~8s, but th~ 
fears were l?roved to be ~roundlessl 



FINAL' CONVERSION INTO ARMED POLICE. 

Various officers served under Probyn from time to time, at least 
three _of whom afterwards- rose to the position of Inspector-General 
of Police. Their services were no doubt many and distinguished, 
but they won their distinction elsewhere. Civilian Police Officers were 
admitted to the Corps. The native Officers were refused commisSions. 
and treated as Policemen. Probyn himself signed himself always as 
Superinkndent, not as Commandant. On one occasion he wished for 
more unarmed Police, and in his letter submitting the proposals he 
SpC~k8 of "a transfer from the armed to the unarmed Police. 

Nothing remained for the Bhi} Corps to do, except ordinary 
Police routine duties. Wh!le Probyn still commanded; little was said,but 
soon after he left, it was urged that the Bhils were not the best type 
of men for such duties, that the Corps had outlived its usefulness, 
and might well be disbanded. In truth, ordinary, regular, uneventful 
work has no attractions for Bhils. Great efforts, almost superhu­

man exertions, 'to obtain sport or plunder, they cheerfully. undertake. 
but always in the hope of 'subsequent periods of idleness. The 
regular drill of a regiment to them seems purposeless, just as the 
methodical labourer of an artificer or a mill hand is intolcrably dull. 

Before striking the final blow. Government consulted several 
officers of experience. It is noteworthy that one and all, though 
recommending the change. shewed much regret that it .Ilaa. to he 
made. The name of Outram. the past services of the Corps, the 
picturesque nature of the Bhils. and above all the indescribable 
charm which the Province has always had for those who have served 
in it, '~Il exercized their influence. But sentiment could not stand 
against utility and common sense, and the final orders, published in 
July 1891, are here reproduccd. 
"';'~-.- . 

POLICE ESTABLISHMENT. 

REDISTRIBUTION OF POLICE FORCE. 

Resolution • . , 

The effect of the opinions received under Government llesolution 
, ,No. J260, dated the 28th February, paragraph 8, is to con­

firm the view previ.ously taken by the Governor in Council 
, that the re-organization on' the lines suggested by the Inspec­

• . .: tor-General of Police ot the Bhil Corps in Khande~h is prae~ 
ticable, while at the sawe time it requires to be carried 'out 
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with caution-. The reporb of Messrs. Moore and Loch who 
. have had the most recent experience. show that the corps 

has seriously dcteriorllt~d in smartness and efficienc] while it 
has almost entirely lost touch with. the Bhils of the hills and 
forests. The transformation of the C;orps iuto the Armed 
Police of Khandesh. as recommended by the Inspector.(;en­
cral of Police, is accordingly approved j but it is desirable 
to prevent the ~ise of any suspicion in the minds of the Dhi! 
population that in making this reform. Government i, with­
drawing from their race an aid to livelihood which they have 
enjoyed fo)' more than half a century. In carrying out the 
reorganization, therefore, the whole existing number of Bhiis 
iU,the Corps, except those who are entitled to CuU pension aOlI 
whom it is desirable to retire at once, should be tranliferrcd to -. . 
the Armed Branch of the l{handesh Police and in order' not 
to part hastily with the old designation, the official title of 

, that Branch should for the present, be the "l'h/lndesh Armed 
Police (Bhil Corps)." The reduction to 600 in the strength 
of the Corps is sanctioned, subject to the report of the Com­
mittee appointed by Govcrn~lent Resolution No. !e391. dated 
the 29th April 1891, but' the reductions should be elfectcd 
gr~dualI~:. and as tar' as poslIible Dhils sl10uld "continue to be 
,:recruited up to their present strength in the Corps. if lit 
men can be found. Under no circumstances should the number 
of Bhils iu the armed Brailch be allowed to fall below 200. 
Shoqld the improved rates of pay recommended by the 
Inspector-General of Police be finally accepted by Govern­
ment, tile Governor in Councll thinks that the difficulty now 
experienced in. obtaining efficient recruits from the hill 
Bhils will to some extent disappear. Government indeed 
agree with Mr. loch in thinking there is no obvious 
reason why Bhils of sufficient intelligence should n'ot be 
found for service in the Unarmed Branch.. 

U will be noted that the old name i. still kept up. and DhiJ. 
. are not excluded from the ra~ks. In Cact there are even now 
""Serving line f>red veterans who have seen Probyn, whost grandfather. 
kn~w Outram, whose SOilS are trai~~d for the Police, and whoae 
original homes are forgotten. 



CHAPTER XIV., 

FAREWELL. 

SO end~ the story of the parent of Indian Local Corps. Its life 
was a bure 66 years, and the last 3~. of those years were 

peaceful and inactive. 
The bungalow at Dharangaon where Outram and his 'su~cessors 

lived is pulled down, and its site is occupied by a garden and monu­
Jpeut. The parade ground is ploughed up and turned into cotton 
,fields. The Police have left Dharangaon for Dhulia and Jalgaon. 
The Province itself, 'shorn of four counties to form part of Nasik 
,Pistrict, has been further .subdivided i!lto two districts of moderate 
s.ize. 

The Dangs, the Mewas Stat~s, and the Akrani, the las,t haunts. 
of the Bhil freebooler.s, .hav!t been reduced to a stllte ,of respectabil­
,ity bordering on dullness. Only in the occasional years when 
failure of the monsoon brings failure or distress do the Bhils shew 
signs oC their old habits. They never form gangs so powerful 
as not to be easily dealt with by tlie Police, b~t there have been 
even of late years outlaws whose daring, cunning and generosity 
have called Robin Hood to mind, who have shewn sport to their 
pursuers, and have died game. 

Could Outram, or Briggs, or Ovans revisit Khandesh, they 
would hardly recognize the country, and if they did, they would 
probably vote it monstrously uninteresting. Intersected with rail­
ways and roads, almost every ava.ilable acre under the plough, the 
Pro~nce is one. of the mainstays of the Bombay cotton market. 
Prosaic and commercial it may be, .yet there is a charm about Khan­
desh. Its people are stay-at-home country folk, with' the failings 
of their class. but also their virtues. lIospiiality never fails. loyalty 
ill p~~~nent, and the remembrance of. byegone days, and the great 
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men who lived in them, is always freltJJ. It is true that ·the people 
are largely illiterate, so that traditions are handed on by word of 
mouth. A farseeing reform may be ascribed to Propert Raja, which 
really was due to Ashburner Bahadur. or a r:;porting anecdote be 
related of Frobyn which really dates from Outram. What matters 
it? The spirit is there. though the names be altel·ed. 

TJte climate has no doubt improved with the removal of the 
jungle, but it is still not of the best. A roll of officers of the 
Corps from Outram to Probyn is attached. No regimental records 
are available, and the names have been gathered from files and 
gazettes. Further information where possible has been obtained 
from the regiments to which the officers belonged. It is meagre and 
in<;omplcte, but even so it is clear that several good men laid down 
their,lives for the Province, after suffering (rom fever apd the 
severity of the climate. 

\. Outram was content to spend in Khandebh ten of the I)cst years 
\ of his life, to found the BhH Corps, which proved an example to 
:many parts of India. Several of the corps modelled on the I{han­
desh pattern are stiB doing good work. Morris and Frobyn, to . 
mention only two of the most prominent commandants, were c~ntent 
to live many years in the Pro vincI', and give it of their best.. Others 
,might be named in more recent days who have lived and died in 
nnd for Khandesh. Wherein the charm lies, WIly the old Khandcsh 
.officer should aiways have an affection fOJ' the Province, why men 
are .pleltM:cI to curse the climate and yet prefer to remain in it, these 
al'e questions which admit of many answers. Suffice it to say, that 
the charm exists, and in .whatever it may consist, it at Ilny rate is 
the 'ol''iginating cause of this little book. 
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ROLL" OF O:FFICERS; 

Date. 

1825 May.-Commandant J. Outram, 
J,ieut., 23rd Regiment N. I. 

1827.-Commandant, Lieut. Outram. 
Adjutant, lLieut. Beck (R~ 
, giment not. stated). '. 

18Z8.-Commandant, Lieut. Outram. 
Adjutant., Douglas A. Graham, 

Lieut., 19th Regiment N. I. 
1830.-Commandant, Lieut. Outram. 

Adjutant, Thomas Frazer,l 
Lieut. European Regiment, 
attached to the 18th Regiment 
N. I. at Asirglldh. -(officiating 
for Lieut. Graham on-leave.) 

1831.":Commandant Lieut. Outram. 
Adjutant, Lieut. Graham. 

1833.-Commanclant, Lieut. Outram. 
Adjutant, sW. J. Morris, 

Ensign, 9th Regiment N. I. 
(Officiating for Lie~t. Gra-
ham). ' 

1834,-Commandant Lieut; Outram. 
Adjutllnt, Lieut. Graham. 

1835 July.-Commandant Capt, .out­
ram. 

2nd·in·Command, Lieut. Graham. 
Adjutant, Lieut. Monis. 

'.Date 

1835 Novr.-Comma.ndant. Lieut. Gloo< 
hllPi; r 

2IJd~in-Command. fUeuh T. H. 
B~"(I1e, Fort Adjutant, 
AsirgacU(23rq Regiment N. I; 

, Adjuta.nt, Lieut. Morris. 
·1838.-Cqrnmandant, Lieut. Graham. 

2nd-in-Command. Lieut. Morris. 
Adjutant, J. W. Auld, 5Lieut:. 

26th Regimenl N. I. 

1841.-Commanc1ant, Capt. Morris. 
.2nd.in-Command, Lieut: Auld. 
Adjutant. J.L.P. "Hoare, 6Licut. 

13th Regi~ent N. I. 

US42.-Comma/ldant, Capt. Morris. 
2nd-In-Command, I.icllt. Auld. 
Adjutant. J. HIlnteJ', fEnsign. 

4th R.egiment (~ Rifle Corps) 
~Il offiCiating. Capt: Graha .. 

. pn deputation. 

'1843.-C!ommandant, Capt. 'Graham. 
2nd-in·Cotnmaoo, Capt. Morris. 
Ad) utant;Lieut. "Auld. 

1844 Feb.-Co~ml!ndant,CapL. Morris. 
2nd:in-Command l.Ul'ut Auld, 
AdJutant i . 

1 Lieutenant Beek died soon after joining. 
2 No fqrther record available. A Captain A, F; D. Frazer of t!te 

18th Native Infantry died in 1836. Possibly a mistake in initials has been made. 
s In 1854 Captain Morris was Brevet Major. He" went on long sick leave, 

whiell bad to be extended till January 1858. But he only landed in Bombay, hi~ 
health was so bad that he could do no duty. He was allowed t~ remai~ .on the 
si("k list unti~ he retired in May 1858 on the pension of a Colonel. 

4 Ueutenant Browne died on dU,ty In Jamner Taluka. 
6 Ensign 1827, I.ieutenant 1838. Appears never to have rejoined his 

Regiment, but to have remained in ~ivil employ. Gazetted L!eutenant.Co}onel, 
.18th May 1853. 

B Promoted CapbiIn •. February i850, and immediately transfer~ed to the 
Invalid Establishment at his own request. While in Khandcsh he fell sick, anc! 
b!\d to ask to leave the Corps. " 

T Afterwards Brigade Major at Baroda and Staff Officer at Shikarpul'. 
Went to EuroJ?e on si\!k leave in ~847, and retired in lEGl. 
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1l0LL OF OFFICEJl.S-Contd. 

Commanctant. 

Date. 

l844.July.-Commandant }capt. 
2nd=ln-Command Morris. 
Adjutant 

1844 Aug.-Commandant Capt. Morris. 
2nd in·Command, Capt. Auld. 
Adjutant, James Rose, Lieut., 

81lith ReBiment N. I. 
184S.-Commandant, Capt. Morris. 

2nd·in·Command, Capt. Auld. 
3rd·ln.Command, Lieut. Rose. 
Adjutant, H. W. d'Art'y 

9Lieut. 1st Grenadier Regi­
ment N.l. 

1848.-Commandant. Capt. Morris. 
2nd·in·Command, Lieut. Rose. 
3rd.in.Command, C. P. Rigby, 

Lieut., 16th Regimenll N.I. 
Adjutant Lieut. d'Arcy. 

1849.-Commandllnt Capt. Morris. 
2nd·in·Command, Lieut. Rigby. 
3rd-in-Command F .. A. C. Kane,1O 

Lieut., 15th Regiment N. I. 
Oliiaiating.Lieut.Rose on leave. 

Adjutant, Lieut. d' Arey. 
1850.-CommandaDt, Capt. Morris. 

2nd-ln.command, Capt. Rose. 
3rd-in-Command, Lieut. Kant'.· 
Adjutant, Lieut. d'Arcr. 

l8SI.-Commandant, Capt. Morris. 
2nd in-Command, Capt. Rose. 
3rd-in·Command, Lieut. Kanl'. 

Datt'. 
Adjutana, F. W. M. AtkilUl 

"Lieut., 20th Regiment N. I. 
J852.-Comlllllndant, Capt. Morris. 

2nd-In-Command, Capt. Rose. 
3rd-in-Command, F. G. Newn. 

ham. Lieut., 23rd Rt'giment 
N. I • 

Adjutant, Lieut. Atkins. 
1855.-Commandant, Capt. Rose. 

2nd in-Command, LleulJ. Newn· 
ham. 

3rd·ln-Command I Lieut. 
Adjutant Atkins. 

1856.-Commandant, Major A,lz M. 
Haselwood, 3rd Regiment 
N. I. 

,2nd-In-Command, Capt. H. 
Bi!ch~ 31st Regiment N. I. 

3rd-in·Command, Lleut. AtkJIUI. 
Adjutant Lieut. Kennedy. 

1857.-18£ K. B. C. 
Commandant, l!fajo~ HlIsel­

wood. 
2nd-in,Commllnd, Capt. H. F. 

DaVies, 29th Regiment N. I. 
Adjutant, Lieut. A. Bell. 
2ndK.B.C. 
Commandant, Capt. Birch. 
2nd· in-Command, Lieut. Atkins. 
Adjutant, Lieut. T. Thatch~r. 

llth13 Regiment N. I. 

8 Commanded the Sa tara Local Corps 1851H861. Retired in 1861 as Major. 

9 Retired in 1858 as LleuteDRnt. 

10 Sent back to his regiment 1852. Was Assistant Magistrate In Thana, 
Ahmednagar and Khandesh. Retired In 1861 as Major. 

11 No trace found of this officer after 1861. In 1857 he was transferred tor 
a short time to Ahmedabad a8 Assistant Suprrintt'ndent ot Police. 

12 Ensign 1828, I.Ieutenant 1888, Captain 1844. Served at the siege and 
SU1'lender of Moolton, 1848·49. WlIS on staJr duty from 1849. Prol'eeded on 
.Ick leave, May 1859. Died on leave 22nd January 1860. 

13 Afterwards served BS D. S. P., Ahmcdnagar and Poona, and commandl'd 
the 28th, 20t~ Bnd 11th Regiments Native Infant", succes9lveJr. Retired in J8e! 
1\3 Major Generlll. • 
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ROLL OF OFFICERs--contd. 

COmWlandant. 

Date. 

Between 1868 and 1860 many changes, 
substantive and offi~lating occurred. 
Some of the offi"ers named appellr never 
actually to have joined. 

Lieut. Atkins officiated in 
Command of both 1st and 
2ndK. B.C. 

Lien!:. Thatcher officiated as 
2nd-in.Command, 1st K. 
B.C. 

Captain C. T. Palin, 19th 
Regiment N. I. was 2nd-in 
Command, 1st K.B.C. 

Lieut. Stanley Scott, 2nd 
European Regiment L. I. 
was Adjutant and officiated 
as 2nd in·Command, 2nd 
K.B.C. 

Lieut. O. Probyn, Invalid 
Establishment, was Adju­
tant, 2nd K.B.C., and offi­
ciated as 2nd ·in-Command, 
1st K.B.C. 

Major Arthur was Comman· 
. dant, 1st K.B.C. 

. . 

Date. 

Capt. A. W. Gr'lham was 
2nd-in·Command-, 1st K. 
B.C. . 

Lieut. G. R. Goodfellow. 
15th Regimt'nt N. I. was 
Adjntant 2nd ;K.B.C. -

Lient. C. Grant, 6th Regi-. 
ment N. I. was Comman· 
dant, 2nd K.B.C. 

Capt. W. Rice, 25th Regi­

ment N. L. I. was Com­
mandant, 2nd K.B.C. 

In 1860 the 2nd Khandesh Bhi! 
Corps was abolished. 

1860.-Commandant Lieut. Atkins. 
2nd-in·Command,Lieut. Probyn. 
3rd·in·Command, Capt. S. Scott. 
Adjutant, Lieut. Stanley Bell, 

2nd'Regiment N. I. 

1862-Commandant, Capt. Probyn. 
2nd·in·Command" Capt. S. 

Scott. 
Adj utnnt, Lieut. H. S. Dante11,14 

Adjutant G.uzarat Irregular ~ 
Horse. Srd Light Cavalry. 

14 Promoted Captain 1874. Subse<jlently rose t() be Lie.tenant Colonel. 
For many years Chief Constable of Herfordshire. 
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