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PREFACE_ 

~IJL. SE:SIOa'S conversations in Paris, from 18-18 to 1852~ 

ar~arcd in print SOOn altd ihe close of the disastrous war 

during which the Second Empire crumbled away. 

The lapse of time has at .,ength made it poss\ble to bring 

out another series. The last journal that my father ever 

wrote was in 4863, and at first I thought of publishing . . 
extracts from the whole succession; but t1.e wealth of 

'" '" z 

materials was so great that it .. .:mId have been impossible 

to keep the work ~iliin reasonable limits. The present 

publication, therefore, ends with our visit to Val Richer L'1 

lSC.o. 
Thqre was still so much interel>ting matter that the task. 

of selection has been very difficnlt, and much that has ~n 

rejected would probably have proTed as interesting as that 

which has been retained. I have thought it prudent to 
< ~ 

leave out almost ~ conversations with liring persons, 

except ,-here they come iD. incidentally; conseqnently the 

names or some of my lather's most distIDaouished frie.uds

lUI. Bu1l'et, Jules Simon, Duvergier de Bauranne, Drouyn 
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de Lhuys, Fran~ois -de CorcelTh... ~arthClemy St. Ili1aire, 

Alphonse de Circourt Leoiice cfe ~e, Michel Chevalier 

-occur but seldom lU Ihese pa~ 

The conversations Wl~ ~ d~:~cqueville, which were so 

full and so frequent up to 1859, have already been pub

lished. 

Some passages. from the Thiers, Cornu, and Guit:ot 

conversations have appeared in the Fortniohtly and Cornhill 
., 0 

magazines, and I am much obliged to the Editors for 

allowing me to reproduce them. 

M. C. M. SmpsoN. 

KENSINGTON, May, 1878. 



CONTENTS 
OF 

THE FIRST VOLUME. 

1852. 

CONVERSATIONS WITH THIERS. 

Corner-stone of policy the English alliance 
Almost sacrificed it in the Syrian aifairs • 
Why France protected Egypt . 
What the integrity of the Ottoman Empire meant 
France pledged to give Syria to Mehemet Ali 
Thiers retires from of:ijce • . 

Revolution of 1848 .'. 
Thiers summoned to the Tuileries 
Charged with forming a Miuistry 
Bugeaud exiled and anxious • • 
Insufficiency of cartridges . 
Fusillade at the A,ffaires ~trangeres . 
Fighting'in the Ruo St. Anne 
Princes bad administrat9rs 
Robbery of victims in a street fight 
Interview with the King 
Thiers' advice prevails . • . 
Lamoriciere seryes under Bugeaud 
Bugeaud gives confused orders 
Demoralisation of the troops; 
Thiers returns to the King 
, La maree monte' 

. .~ 

Louis Philippe sh<lwS himself to the troops It, 

I1is influence over"them gone. . . • 
Tuileries protected by troops. . . 
Odillon-Bp.rrot proposed as Minister. 

, . ~ . 
King's abdication suggested .". • 

1 
2 
2 
3 
4 
5 

5 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

• ~ .. 9 

10 
11 
11 
11 
12 
13 
13 
14 

'14 
14 
14 
15 
15 
16 



... 
Vill CONTENTS. 

ltouis Philippe consents. • ., • • 
Scene de famille • , . , 
King write~ bis abdication •• 
Departure of the Royal Family • .. ~ .. 
Thiers reaches hOIDe in safety, 
Duchess of Orleans in the Chamber. • ..' I 
Means of ayerting the catastrophe of Februll.1;y 

,- . 

• J'A6~ 

• 17 
17 
18 
19 
20 
20 

Troops should not be allowed to fraternise w~b a mob. 
, 20 

21 
23 Inaccuracy of Bugeaud's letter ..,.. .. 

Thiers' advice not to emigrate;- • 
Elected member of the Constituent;"ssembly 
His schemes' for 'la grandeur de la France' 
A deSpotisID the most dangerous of neighbours 
Framing of the constitution 

.~ 

26 
, • 27 

28 

He saves it from proclaiming anarchical principles 
29 
30 
30 
U 
82 
32 
33 
34 

Club of the Rue de Poitiers .' 
Tries to maintain exclusion of the Bonapartes 
When foiled, to admit the Orl~ans family . 
Candidates for the Presidentship • 
Choice between Cavaignac and Louis :Napoleon 
Mole persuades Thie;s to choose Louis Napoleon 
Louis N apoleon chos'e~ as the candidate of the 'Parti de 

1'Ordre' • , 34 
34 
35 

Insertion in the' Constitutionnel' 
Supp16o.ess of Louis 1{apoleon. 

. " 

Thiers' estimate of different nations '\ ,} ':i 
Primogeniture in England • ' ,t>: ~ • 

Cause of the number of spinsters in England • 

Government of India 
Merits of free and despotic gQvernments • 
Thiel's' fondness for parliamentary 'Iovernment 
, Le l'oi regn~ et ne gOllverne pas' 
State of parties in Fra~ce • • l' : 
Thiel'S by tastes an aristocrll-t • 

35 
36 
37 

• 37 
3~ 

• 38 
.f 38-

38 
39 

W ould supp~rt any Constitutional Government. • • 40 

Art in England and France 
The French nation the salt of the earth 
Superiority of French literatUre • 

Louis Napoleon as President. ." • • 
Thiel's recommenda simplicity. 

41 
42 

• 43 

• 43 
..... • • 43 



CONTENTS. 

The President's MinisterlJlJ. A. • • • 

Di"sati"faction with the Assembly 
The 29th January ..... 
Changarnier urges riollp d'etat . 
Thiers tries to infiueJl.Ce the President 
Refuses to be cajoled by Louis Napoleon 
The President\tislles to dazzle . 
Thien advise~ .. pacific poticy . . . 
Doubts as to whether lr:te was right • 
l>residf'nt after the battle of Noyara . 
Difficulties of war with Austria . 
Successful negotiation with Hubner. 
Advantage of a resolute attItude 
FaCllitles of a paper currency. 

• ,~ .. 

ix 
pJ.e. 

." >43 
'44 
45 
45 
46 
47 
47 
48 

. 48 
48 
4 :1 
[,\) 

52 
52 

Thiers 011 the' Roman expedition. 5J 
Proposals of Cavaignac • 52 
roliC'y of Austria. 53 
She proposes to-restore the Pope. 53 
Importance of Rome to Catholics. 53 
They ctluld not s-n.pport the Republic 54 
Thiers proposes to the President to restore the Pope 54 
Odillon Barrot asks the Assembly for supplies . 55 
The question referred to a CommIttee . . . . .. 56 
Barrot says the object is to support the Roman Repubff" 56 
TIllers advises Barrot 10 retire 56 
Thiers announces ,tQA~ the French are to restore the Pope. 57 
lIe persuades the {Jommittee . 58 
Report of the Committee . . 58 
Lamoriciere's speecp. dishonest 59 
Result of Roman expedition... 59 
Good government under ~ Roman Republic denied by Thiers 60 
Real motIve of Roman experution to humiliate Austria. 61 .. 
Absurd tedfousness of the w'iege . • • : . • •. 62 

Thiere' first acquaintance with Talleyrand. 63 
Obtains direction of the' Constltutionnel' 64 
I L'~spagn~ est une Vendee eteinte'. • • 64 

Dissatisfaction with the Barrot Ministry 64 
Too independent for Louia Napoleon' • 64 
Mole and Thiel:i cannot ~ persuaded to take office. 65 
Letter tOfN ey. . • • • • • • '.' 6;i 



x -CONTENTS. 

Cajoleries of Louis Napoleon • t: 
Report of Committee on the letter 
Russia demands the extradition of Kossuth 
England asks France to support Turkey 
Thiers opposes NormJ.tnby • 
Nicholas withdraws his demand • 
President dismisses Barrot . 
The Burgraves stand aloof. 
Timidity of the Assembly . 
Thiers asked to form a Mmistry . 
HIS friends advise him to refuse . 

. ' . 

Thiers plans a law restricting the suffrage (31st May) 

VISIT TO BRUSSELS. 

Danger of an invasion of Belgium 
Characters of French Generals 
Prophecy of Fonfrede • 

CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL LAMORICIERE. 

Continuance of Louis Napoleon • 
Causes of his overthrow. 
The French noblesse are powerless 
The army too well disciplined. 
The bourgeoisie inactive 
The mob will destroy him • 

CONVERSATION WITH ROGIER. 

State of parties in Belgium 
Freedom of the clergy • 
Opposition to secular teaching 
Tory Catholic party. 
Fears of invasion qIminished . 

CONVERSATION WITH M. FRERE-ORBAN. 
State of parties in Belgium 
Power of the Catholic party • 
Thiers' bigot13d administration 
Measures of the Liberal party 

CONVERSATION WITH KING LEOPOLD. 

England in danger of war • 
Louis Napoleon pacific. . 

... 

His ambition checkea by Russia! 
Deft-Llsive preparations in Belgium • 

" . 

• PArB 

66 
67 
67 
68 
69 
70 
70 

.71 

.71 
".73 

75 
7", 

79 
80 
80 

81 
81 
82 

• 82 
82 
83 

83 
83 
84 

" 84 
8;;; 

.. 
85 
86 
86 
87 

87 
• 88 

88 
89 



CONTENTS. 

Uncertainty about IIollaud 
Polwy of' P ..llmerston in Italy 
I'ohcy of Palmerston in SWitzerland 
rfhe ::;ond~rbund . 
Th'.l Schleswig-Holstein business. 
Prosperity m Belgium • 
Belgian rE>spect for law . 
Their religIOn interferes with politics 
BnglIsh politics 
D,mgers of Democracy. 
Poli<'y of Sir Robert Peel 
Influence of the Queen. 
Fusion of law and equity 

CONVEr(SATlON WI1H COUNT ARRIVABENE. 

State of SOCIety in BrusRels 
Strong distmctions of caste 
Dulness of the noblesse, 
J~JucatlOn of the noblesse , 

l'ersecution of 1\1. Bournou by Louis Napoleon 
Ministerial receptlOlls 
Palmerston has never offended Belgium 

CON\'ERSATION WITH M, QuETELET, 

Dccline of Holland , 
(~ueen Victoria and Prince Albert " 
Comparison between the Prince and King Leopold , 

CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL LAMORICIERE, 

Roman remams in Algeria. 
European population in Algeria. 
Condition of the interior 
Hlanry not tolerated 
Thrt:e great Sult"ns , 
Difficulties of colonization . 
Climate of Algiers 

The Rl'llssels Longchamps. 
Castle of' Gaesbeck 
:Forced division of property 
Morelh's drawings 

~ , , 

CONVERSATION WITH DUCPETIAUX AND QuETELET. 

InterieRnce of the Government , 

Xl 

I'AG. 

90 
90 
flI 
D~ 

93 
93 
!}3 

94 
94 
95 
95 
96 
96 

97 
97 

• 98 
98 

99 
99 

100 

100 
101 
102 

103 
104 
104 
104-
105 
105 
106 

107 
107 
109 
110 

, 111 



.. 
xu CONTENTS. 

Keeps up dissensions 
Salutary difficulties in the way of change • 
French exiles in Belgium • 
Administration of justice • 
Arbitrary imprisonment 

. .' 

P" •• 

III 
112 

• • 112 
• • 113 

U3 

CONVERSATION WITH M. TRIERS. 

Objections to our Free-trade legislation 
Certainty of war. . 
Louis Napoleon an imitator 
He is suspicious of other nations. • 
, La nation diabolique' . 
l!'rance must gratify her love of excitement • 
Louis Napoleon will gratify her by war 
He would like to avenge 'Waterloo • 

Character of Palmerston 
The mythological Palmerston. • 
Quadruple alliance . • 
The Spanish marriages. • 

. 116 

· . .115 

· . 1"5 
116 
IlfP 
117 
118 
119 

119 
• • • • 120 

• • 121 
121 

Influence of Palmerston on the Revolution of 1848 . · 122 
.1.22 Prescnt policy of AUt:!tria • • 

Sympathy of Austria with Naples 
Papal and Neapolitan Governments. 
Austrian rule in the Legations 
The French ~ust 8up}Jort the Pope • 
State of religion • . 
America and RU8sia the only young nations 
Pope's temporal power will not last. • 

Criticism by Thiers on the above conversations 
Qualification of character of Louis Philippe • • 
Louis Philippe loved a cri&is . • • • 
Schemes for prolonging it. . 
The Monarchy destroyed by a crisis 
Story of that crisis • . • 
~branlement at the chateau 
National Guard side with the insurgents • 
Barrot and Thiers induce them to retire 
The 'King is disturbed • 
Guizot is confident . • • • • • • 
Advice of Guizot • 
Guizot resigns or is dismissed. 

• • 123 
• . • 123 

: . 124 
125 
125 

, 126 
126. 

• • 120 
• 127 

1.27 
128 

• 128 
128 

• 128 
• 128 

128 
129 
129 
129 

• 130 



CONTENTS. 

Mol~ Prime lIinister 
Fails in forming a lIinistry 

Thiers' relations with the King • 
Syrian expedition. 
Moral tinudity of Louis Philippe • 
How to attack Russia 
How to attack England. 
Fear in~pU:ed by Louis Napoleon. 
l)ifficultles of administration • . 

"Details should be trusted to nobody. 
Thiers 88 Prime Minister . 
Early life of Thiers • . 
He will not serve Louis N apoIeon 

1853. 
Ma.'1 8th. 

CO~ERSATION WITH LEON FAUCHER. 

Ingratitude of the Emperor 
Causes of prosperity in Fr.mce 
The Eastern Question 
Conduct of Lavalette 
Policy of England 
Distrust of Louis Napoleon 

. . . 

No foundation for the fears of England . 
The Emperor threatened Belgium • 
Leopold raised Europe a"aainst him 

COliVERSAno~ WITH THIERS. 

England should support Turkey • 

MO!f9th. 
CoN""ERSATION WITH HOJ4CE SAY. 

Showers of gold in Paris 
Credit Foncier • • • • 
Mistaken high duties 
Weakness of Louis Napoleon • 
Alterations in Paris • • • 
The Hutel de Ville in 1848 
Troops forbidden to act. • • 

Ma!l10th. 
CoNVERSATION' WITH GurzOT. 

Opinion on the Eastern Question • 
Coutinaan~ of Louis Napoleon • 

XIU 

PA.S_ 

130 
130 

130 
131 
132 
133 
133 
134 
135 
135 
135 
137 
138 

140 
141 

.141 
141 

• 142 
142 
142 

· 143 
143 

144: 

144 

• 145 
.145 

. . 146 
146 

· a6 
.147 

US 
148 



. 
XIV CONTENTS. 

CONVERSATION WITH RIVET. 

Distrust of apparent prosperity 

CONVERSATION WITH THIERS: 

England should not trust Russia. 
Menschikoff will be master iu Constantinople 
England should join France against Russia. 
Russia would yield without a blow • 
She wishes to dismemher Turkey 
Russia mistress of the Black Sea • 
Franc,," and Englan,d will become second-rate Powers 
Civilization depends OB the alliance against Russia. . 

May 11th. 
CONVERSATION WITH THE Duc DE BROGLIE" 

Lassitude of the Frenph nation . 
Proposed capital punishment for treason 

Thiers afraid of spies 
Ampere's position as Professor 

May 12th. 
CONVERSATION WITH FAUCHER AND THE Due DE BROGLIE. 

Prospects of the Fusion . 
Espionage in 'Paris 
LoUis Napoleon may be trusted as an ally 
Soldiers quartered in the Louvre 

Politics of Voltaire 

May 14th. 
BREAKFAST AT ELLICE'S. 

Thiers repeats himself . 

CONVERSATION WITH DARU. 

Bill for capital punishment for treason 
Opposition to it in the' Chamhers. 
Seat in <th"l Corps Legislatif profitable • 
Diminution of public expenditure 
Suppression 'of Dufaure's report . 

CON.VERSATION WITH MlGNET. 

Louis Napoleon's probable successor 

CONVERSATION WITH Duc Dl BROGLIE. 

Insecurity interieres with prosperity 
Fear of war suspended • 

. . 

• 149 

150 
150 

· 151 
152 
152 
)53 
1~3 

• 153 

154: 
155 

155 
• 155 

158 
158 
159 
160 

160 

. • 160 

161 
• 161 
• 161 
• 162 

163 

· 163 

• 164 
• 165 



CONTENTS. 

C(lNVERSATION WITH THIERS. 

FOrel,kYTl pohey of England 
FlIlellty to treatIes . 
~hlitary pre-eminence essential 
• La ville diabolique' . 

xv 

165 
166 
16G 
167 

Napoleon's indifference to suffering ., 167 
TWlldlty of prc::lent policy. 167 
EnglanJ and France should unite against RusSIa and 

AustrIa.. 168 

.Ma!J 18th. 
<';ONY£RSATION WITH LANJUIN.US. 

Pro-perIty In England and France 
(1ll1oc.,es of assassmation 
Secret Societies '. 
Numbers of p'ersons transported: 
Strange economical errors in the Government. 
0f'ljl)~ltlOn in the Corps Legislatif 
Pn.te<..tive system in ,France 

CONVER<;ATION WITH DUMON. 

Gloomy prognostications 
Probability of war 

J.fay 19th. 
A lla'lque poet 

CONVEfl'lATION WITH Dt:CHITEL. 

ProdJgallty of the Court 
S;lenre and darkness. 
General prosperity 

),fa'} 20th. 
COb. Vf.!U HillS' WITH CoUSIN. 

Fears an alliance between France and England 
Mutivl'S of Louis Napoleon for a war 
Probable course of the war 
Consequences of the war 
:Motives of England • .' 
A suecessful war would establish Louis Napoleon 
French Generals . 
Loms Napoleon a da.ngerous ally • 
Chances of assassination 
Probable SUCC~8S0r 
Emperor impatient 01 control • 

169 
169 
169 
170 
171 
171 
172 

173 
173 

· 174: 

175 
175 
175 

• 175 
116 
176 
117 
178 

• 179 
179 
17~ 
180 

• 180 
181 



XVI CONTENTS. 

DelusJve appearance of freedom . 
Management of the ballot . 
Parliamentary debates incorrectly reported 
French prefer King Stork to King Log 
The Faubourg St. Germain • 

CONVERSATION WITH HORACE SAY. 

'Qa ne peut pas durer' • 

CONVERSATION WITH THIERS. 

Benefits of centralisation 
Extravagances of local government 
Centralisation ~ecessary in France 
Necessity of the conscription . 
France governed by. hommes de lettr~s . 

Uti': 

181 
• 181 

• • 182 
182 

• 183 

• ". 183 

• J.84 
1~5 

Centralisation difficult in a Representative Government 

• 186 
187 
187 
187 

Resistance of the Corps Legislatif • . •• 188 
188 
189 

Thiers would introduce Oonstitutional Reforms 
, Fata viam invenient' '. 

Constitutions in France • 
The Basque poet . 

May 21st. 
Rousseau's house. 

May 22nd. 
{JONVERSATlON WITH DUSSARD. 

Lassitude of the French. 
Paris becoming a manufacturing town 

CONVERSATION WITH DUNOYER. 

Place-hunting of the French 
~hey like to overthrow the Government 

The CrMit Foncier. • 

May 23rd. 
CONVERSATION WITH THIERS: 

Opposition of the Corps Legislatif 
The Coup d'Etat a surprise 
Possibility of a dash on London • 
Formation of an army • " 
Napoleon'S last army 
Napoleon's Egyptian expedition • • 

DINNER WITH THE Duc DE BROGLIE 

English budget 
Routine of French statesmen • • . . 

'. 

. , 189 
• 189 

• 190 

• 190 
• 191 

• 191 
• 192 

192 

. . • 194 
. . )95 

196 
• 196 
• 197 

• • 198 

199 . . ,. .. . • 200 . . • 201 



CO~TE~"TS. 

W:nZ:£5.lTlO.lf lrlTd CoRCELLE. 

Ch3ra-::ter of PlUS IX. 
His conduct in 18,(8. • 
He must rem.:Un in Rome 

C~~Y£RSXnOY lrlTB DnilOs. 
Capital punishmp.nt for treason 
Opposition in the Corps UgislatiC • 
Corruption anel profuslOn of the Cou.."t. • • 
£1 nIry between the Cpurch and the Army 

1854. 
F.bruary 4tA. 

C'-'S,:"RSATlO!'i WITH F.lUCll£R. 

Failure of the Fusion • • • • . 
}'amme in we provincaa. • • • • 
E;:Up-:'ror unpopular in the provinces • 
.\l.mu at the Tuileries. . . • 
E"Ilperflr must save his t.hrone by a war • 

F.bn,ary 6th. 
CQSn:.RS.l TIOY WITH TruER!!. 

RUSdia wants Constantinople • • . • • 
Position of Austria • • • • • • • 
W onld like to s.:e the ..!.ustrians in Rome • 

xvii 

• 201 
• • 202 

202 

· • :'03 
• . 203 

• 204 
• 205 

• 206 
• • • 201 

207 
• 207 

• • . 208 

• • 209 
• 209 

• • • 210 
Good faith of INnis Napoleon •••• • • 212 
Union Ilgallst the Foreigner • 
bdispensable in case of war • 
The Fusion. • • • • • • 

Ftbruary 7t},. 
CO!l.TtRSATIOY 1rITH Co{"SIS. 

The war is ·3.t:.'"llinst French interests • 
In (aY'Jur of English interests • 
.\ustria Clmnot be neutr:U • 
Influence d INrd Palmerston • 
Changes in Italy. • . 
Cousin wishes for Savoy 
Influence or Thien • • 
Suppression of di.scussion • 

Ff:brvnry &l 
ln1l uance of parties on 'salona' .• • 

CO''' ...... -u.sATIOK W"ITH Gt'lZOT. 

• • 213 
• 213 
• 213 

· . 214 
• • 214: 

• 215 
• • 215 

• 216 
• • • • • 216 
• • • • • 217 

• • • 217 

• 218 

Demolitions in Paris • • • • • • • .• . 218 
roLL b 



... 
XVlll CONTENTS. 

PH. 
Expense of the war 
Encroachments of Russia. 

. . . • 219 

War with her inevitable 
Character of Louis Napoleon • 
Inferiority of French Generals 

Cousin on English prose writers. • 

February 9th. 
CONVERSATION WITH VILLEMAIN. 

French read only. newspapers. • 
Sale of French books abroad • 

February 10th. 

• • 219 
• 220 
• 220 
• 220 

.220 

• • • 221 
• • 221 

Absence of news il,l France • . , • • • • • • 
St. Aulaire disapproves of the Anglo-French Alliance 

• 222 
.222 

CONVERSATION WITH TRIERS. 

Causes of Napoleon's destruction. 
The Russian campaign. • . 

CONVERSATION WITH HORACE SAY. 

Financial difficulties consequent on the war • 
Belgian 'Mission . • • • • • • • • • 

223 
• 223 

• • 224 
• 225 

CONVERSATION WITH RIVET. \C 

Effect of the Fusion • • • • • • 225 
A restoration the best chance for freedom.. • • 226 
Power ofthe army • • 226 
Fusion favoured by Belgium • •••• • 221 
Letters in the .Monifeur • • • " • 221 
Difficulty of driving back Russia • • • 227 
Louis Napoleon will escape from the war as soon as pos-

sible. • • • • • ....: '. • • • 228 

February J 2th. 
CONVERSATION WITH SIR HENRY ELLIS. 

English alliance threatened 
Fidelity of the Emperor • • • • 
Difficulties of the war • 
Belgian Mission • 
Influence of Lord Stratford 
Russia will again attack Turkey. • 

CONVERSATION WITH DUMON. 

Loan from Rothschild • • • 
War unpopula~. •• 

. . 

. . 

• 228 
• 228 . . · • 229 

· • 229 

· .230 
· 230 

231 
• . .231 



CONTENTS. XIX 

P.lGlI 

CONVEP.sATlON WITH THIERS. 

Unpopularity of the war • • • • • 231 
Eastern Question has done good to the Emperor abroad 
Inrufi'erence to his reputation at home . • . 

232 
232 
232 
233 

Thiers expects Nicholas to yield. • • • 
If so, Russia will cease her intrigues for a time 
She will seek. an alliance with France • 

DINNER AT THIERS' •• • • • 

Refusals of the Mrican Generals • 
Lord Clarendon:S letter • 

CONVERSATION WITH CHRZANOWSKI. 

Piedmontese army 
l!ussian army. • • • 
French Generals. • • 
Uncertainty of conduct under fire 
Ignorance of Russian Generals. • 
Excellence of Russian and Turkish soldiers 
Coudition of the Interior of Turkey. 
Theft unknown there • . • • • 
Napoleon's retreat from Moscow. . 

CO}''VERSATION WITH TilE Due DE BROGLIE. 

Letters of the two Emperors • • 
Rise of the funds proves nothing. 

ebntary 14th. 
CQlIiVERSATION WITH DUMON. 

lfatalist historical school 
Louis Napoleon bent on war • • • 
And on wild speculations • 
Destruction and rebuilding of Paris. • 
Extravagance of the Court. • • • • • • . • 
Charity suffers from it. . 
TIll! letter proves that he wanta war • 
The world too old for despots. • • • • • • 

CO~'VERSATION WITH THE Dt'c DE BROGLIE. 

Precedents for the letter . . . 
It is 'plat at insolent, servile et brutal'. • • 

Fihrua1'Y 16th. 
CONVERSATION WITH ![ADAliE D~ CmcouRT. 

Crowd in her salon . • • • • • 
, Cette lettre afi'reuse' • . • • • • .. • • 
English lllinisters disapprovEld of it. • • • • 

• . 238 

· 233 
• 234 
.234 

• 236 
236 
237 
237 

• 237 
• • 237 

238 
238. 
239 

• 239 
.2U 

241 
• • 242 
• • 242 
• • 242 

.242 

• • 243 
• 243 
• 243 

• ~4 
• • 244 

• 245 
• 245 
• 245 

b2 



xx CONTENTS. 

French Ministers alarmed by its publication 
Louis Napoleon never yields to argument 

l'j,si 

· • 245 
• 246 

,DINNER AT SIR HENRY ELLIS'. 

Cousin disapproves of the war • 24G 
Thiers defends it. . • • • • • 246 
The interests <?f France and England are to stop Russia 246 

_ Italy will rise. • • • • • • ~ • • 247 
Excellence of Russian troops. • • • • • • • • • 247 
The English are never ready . • • • • • 2~7 
Thiers distrusts both the English and the French manage-

ment • • • • • • • • • • • 248 
Louis Napoleon's system of artillery. • • • • 248 
Sir Howard Douglas' ,note. • • 248 
Want of horses • • • • • 
Fall of the First Napoleon began in 1808 • 
France could not supply sufficient soldiers 
Prophecy of Decres in 1812 
Camp of Boulogne • • • • • 
Why the Expedition failed 
That army would have proved irresistible • 

CONVERSATION WITH ODILLON-BARROT. 

The Government destroys personal liberty • 
Garrison of Paris ••••••• 

February 17th. 
DINNER AT KERGORLAY'S. 

The letter intended for home consumption. 
It pleases the lower classes. • • • • 

CONVERSATION WITH MADA.ME CORNU. 

Louis Napoleon became a student at Ham. 
His escape from Ham • • • • 

. 

. 

...-._ . 
• 250 

. 

• 250 
· 250 

· • 251 

· • 251 
251 

• 252 

252 

· · ~53 

• • • 253 
253 

• • 254; 

Character of Louis NapoJeon. . • 
Inconsistencies, moral and intellectual. • • • • 
His sufferings from ennui. • • • • 

• • 255 
• 256 

• • 257 
• 257 

Letter intended as an insult . 
He never forgets an injury or a benefit. 

Februaru 19th. 
DINNER AT LADY SANDWICH'S. 

The battle of Borodino. • • • • • • • 
Prince Napoleon as Commander-in-Chief. • 

• • 258 
• • • 258 

• 258 
• 258 

The French generals in Belgium should be applied to • 
Approval of Lord John RUBSeU's speech • • • • • 

• 259 
• 259 



CONTENTS. 

Greece must be kept quiet. 
No RW5Slan party in England . 

February 20th. -
CONVERSATION WITH CHRZANOWSKI. 

Inexperience of French generals 
Character of Nicholas . • • • . 
Russia will not yield till she can no longer stand 
The Little Russians. . . 
Division in religious opinions . 
Disaffection of the Cossacks 
Importance and difficulties of Austria 

February 23rd. 
DrNNER AT- DUVERGJER DE HAUR.I..NNE'S. 

Torpor of the French Government 
Naval preparations impossible. 

CONVERSATION WITH LANJCINAIS. 

11e would introduce partial changes . 
Dangers of centralisation • 

February 24tli. 
CONVERSATION AT LAliARTIl!."'S. 

Opportuneness of the war . 
Irresolution of the Government 
Power of Russia overrated. • 
Conduct of NIcholas. . 
Disaftection of the nobles • 
French generals • • • 
Colony of Algiers. . • • 
Disadvantages of holding it 
French army diminished in strength 
Reserves called out . 
LJternal dangers of Au!>tria 
"T armngs to the clubs • • 

Fiibruary 25th. 
CONVERSATION WlTII THIERS. 

XXI 

PJ.G. 

260 
260 

. 260 
261 
262 
262 
262 
262 
263 

263 
263 

264 
264 

265 
265 
265 

• 265 
266 

• . 266 
· 261 
.261 

268 
• 268 

269 
269 

Baraguay d'Hilliers appointed provisionally • • • 270 
Generals in Belgium Ilhould be invited. ••••• 270 
St. Arnaud is dying. • . • • • • 271 
Slowness of Louis Napoleon • . 271 
Generals must attend to details • • • 271 
Thiers as War Minister • • • 272 
Absorption of ~apoleon at Leipsic . 272 



XX 11 CONTENTS. 

Louis Napoleon jealous olhis Ministers 
Public men under a usurper • • • • 

February 26th. 
DJNNER AT THE EMBASSY. 

Louis Napoleon's changes in the artillery 
Opinion of Sir Howard Douglas • 
Shells should be used sparingly • 
Admiral Codrington's note. • 

February 27th. 
CONVERSATION WITH CHRZANOWSKI. 

His knowledge of the seat of war. 
The Caucasian tribes hostile to Russia 

P.lG. 

• 273 
• 278 

• 273 
.273 

• • • 2Z4 
• 275 

The Christian tribes hostile to Russia " . • • • 
Conduct of Russia to her neighbours 

.276 
· 271 

•. 278 
• 278 
.279 The English have no C reglement de policef 

February 28th. 
Chrzanowski's interview with Lord Raglan • 279 
Kergorlay regrets the absence of men of talent from, the 

Ministry. • 28Q 

Marck 1st. 
CONVERSATION WITH DUMON. 

Crimean war useful only to England 
Large portion of the army must be kept at home 
War unpopular in the provinces • 
Either defeat or victory bad for France 

March 2nd. 
CONYERSATION WITH CHRZANOWSKI. 

• 281 
281 
281 
282 

Position of Russian and Turkish armies • • • • • ~ 283 
Russians cannot move southwards till the grass has grown 283 
The Russians should establish themselves on the Helles-

pont .••.••• • • 284 
Sebastopol should be attacked by the allies • . 285 
hresolution on both sides • . • • • • 286 
Paskiewitch. • • • . • • • • • • • 286 
French and English officers will not agree. • • 286 
Sebastopol a good base of operations 287 

DINNER AT FAUCHER'S. 

Persecution of an C avoue' . • • • 
Abject demeanour of the Conseil d'Etat 
Faucher's experience as Minister. 

288 
288 

• 28!} 



CONTENTS. XXIU 

March 3rd. 
CONVEllSATION WITB GUlZOT. 

Badness olLouis Napoleon's speech to the Corps LegisIatif 289 

COSVEl!SATION WITH THIERS AND CHRZANOWSKI. 

Peace has enervated all European armies • 
Turks must yield in the end • . • . 
Six months required to make a soldier • 
French army wants training • . • • • 
padness of Russian hospitals and commissariat • 
1'1an8 of Thien and Chrzanowski • • • • 
Inhabitants of the Principalities . . • • . 

· 290 
• . 290 

· 291 
· 291 

• • • 292 
• • 293 

· 293 
,293 They hate the Russians, the Turks, and one another • 

March 5th. 
CONVERSATION WITH BEAUMONT. 

A country life in France • . . . . . . • 294 
CONVERSATION WITH THIERS. 

A larger force required for Sebastopol • 
Disastrous effects of a defeat • • • 
Evils of Russian supremacy 

CONVERSA.TION WITH THE Duc DE BROGLIE. 

Revolt of the Albanians and Epirots 
Regret that it must be crushed 

March 9tl" 
CONVERSATION WITH NETTEMENT. 

• 295 
• . 296 

· 296 

• • • 297 
• 9 297 

Reasons for the Fusion. • • • • • • . • • 
Possible downfall of the Emperor in ease of defeat • 
Intention to proclaim Henry V. • • • • . . • • 
Restoration of a limited :Monarchy • • • . • • 
All depends on the general commanding the garrison • 

· 297 
.298 

• 298 
• 299 
• 299 
.299 
.299 

He may proclaim a Republic • . '. • • 
J'rohable conduct of the Republicans • • • • • 

J/arch 10th. 
CONVERSATION WITH COUNT FU.HAULT. 

Mistaken language about Austria. and Prussia 
Austria wishes to be neutral . • • • • • • 

CONVERSATION WITH JULES MoRL. 
Tyranny in German States. . 
Austria is destroying her aristocracy 
Disaffection of Bavaria. : . •• ..' • 
Persecution of a bookseller in W urlemburg • 
Vast emigration from Germany • • • • 

· • 300 
.300 

• 303 
• 304: 

• • 304 
• • 305 

• 305 



. 
XXIV CONTENTS. 

A-Iarch 14th. 
CONVERSATION \nTH THIERS. 

Mismanagement of affairs 
Temporary success of the loan 

March 15th. 
CONVERSATION WITH COUNT FLAHAULT. 

30G 
• 306 

Rome must not be given up to the Austrians • • 307 
Paralysing effects of a heavy fire. • 807 
Means to avoid war are civil speeches and' active prepara- • 

tions • . • • • • • • • 3'07 
Nicholas intends a defensive war. . • • 308 

:March 16th. 
EVENING AT GUIZOT'S. 

Montalembert objects to our praise of Louis Napoleon. 308 
Guizot on Cromwell. • • • • • • 30B 
.March 19th. 

DINNER AT THIERS'. 

Communications between Russia and England •• 309 
Proposed dismemberment of Turkey 309 
Sagacity and honesty of English. statesmen .- 309 
Louis Napoleon finds he has no fleet' • • • • 309 
Inattention of Louis Napoleon to details • • • • • • 309 
Sailors are wanting, n<>t ships. • • 310 
Strange conduct of Lord Aberdeen and Lord Clarendon • 311 

March 25th. 
DINNER AT MADAME .ANI~ON DUPERRON'S. 

Cynicism of Napoleon's letters • • • • . ••• 311 
Bonapartes know no distinction between right and wrong. 312 
Joseph's opinion of Napoleon. • • • . 312 
Napoleon's answer to J~seph • • • • • • • 312 
Story of Napoleon and Montalembert • • • 312 
Napoleon's forte was talking; his nephew's silence. • . 313 

EVENING AT THE DUCHESSE DE RAUZZAN'S. 

Prosecution of Montalembert 
Probability of his conviction • • • 

March 26th. 
Lamartine's opinion of Montalembert • 

J-farch 28th. 
VlSI'r- TO KEltGORLAY. • 

Montalembert's letter a libel 
Position of Montalembert • 

. . 

• 314 
• 314 

• • 315 

· 316 
· 816 



CONTENTS. 

He prevented the Pope from coming to the Coronation 

CONVERSATION WITH COUNT FLAHAULT. 

Regrets the prosecution of ?trontalembert. . 
Montalembert supported the Pope's demands . 
Civil marriage will not be abolished 

JIarch 30tl,. 
EVENING AT GUIZOT'S. 

xxv 
PAG. 

· 317 

· 311 
• . 318 

.318 

Motives for prosecntion of M:ontalembert . • • • • . 319 
.!fe pTevented the Pope's presence by asking the aholition 

of civil marriage • • • : 319 
What constitutes publication • • • 320 
Effect of payin&, members . • 320 

March 31st. 
Thiers approves of French and English manifestoes. • • 320 . , 

AprillBt. 
CONVERSATION WITH BUFFET AND CHRZANOWSKI. 

Government fails in action. • • • • 
Russia has taken the initiative 
Employment of heavy cavalry a mistake • 
Louis Napoleon's changes in the artillery 
Reconstruction of Poland . • • 

April 2nd. 
CONVERSATION WITH MADAME CORNU. 

Unpopularity of Montalembert 
Personal remark on Lamartine 

April 3 rd. 
Discussion in the Corps Legislatif on Montalembert. 
Arrangement of the Chamber. • 
FunctlOns of Baroche 
Speech of Rouber • . • . • 
Speech of Perret. • • • . 
Montalembert denies the publication 
Adjournment of the debate 

April 4th. 
Speech of Baroche • • • • 
Rpeech of Chasseloup 
~peech of M:ontalembert 

. . 
Denills the publication of tbe letter. • 
Denies any attempt to overthrow the Government 
Expresses disappointment in the Go-vernment 

· 321 
· 321 
.322 

• 32~ 
• 322 

323 
323 

• 324 
• • 324 

• 324 
• 325 

• • 325 
• ~ 327 

• 328 

• 330 
• 330 

• • 331 
.333 

• • 334 
• • 334 



xxvi CONTENTS. 

Violent clamour in the Assembly. • • • • • 

Unwise tyranny on the part of the ~overnment- • 
Suppression of the press • • • • 
Liberty enjoyed by England • • • 
Praiss of the English Constitution •• • 
Intemperance of Baroche and Rouher 
Majority in favour of the prosecution • 

1''''& 

• . 334 

• 335-
.335 
• 335 
• 331 
.338 

. . 338 

April 12th. 
Mr. Senior returns. from St. Cyr. • • • • • • • .' 339' 
Report of the discussion on Montalembert in the Moniteur 339 
Discrepancies in the official report • • • 34a. 

Review in the Champ de Mars • • • 340 
Remark on Lord Raglan • • 34()-

Apil14th. 
Observance of Good Friday 

Apr';115~h. 
Over-education of French children • 

April 16th. 
Crowd before the theatres. • • • 
Preparation of the Elysee Bourbon 

April 18th. 
CONVERSATION WITH CHRZANOWSKI. 

He is offered to go out on Lord Raglan's staff 
Refuses on account of tha Turkish uniform 
Effect of an independent Polish kingdom • • 

EVENING AT FAUCHER'S. 

• 341 

• 841 

• 842" 
• 342 

.842 
• 343 

• • 343 

The clergy are scandalised by the works on Easter Sunday 344 

April 19th. 
CONVERSATION WITH MADAME CORNU: 

Account of the preparation of the Elysee Bourbon. • • 345 
Archbishop denounces the working on Easter Sunday. • 345 

CONVERSATION WITH DUMON. 

Enormous expenditure of the Government 
French love for protection. • • • • • • 
Napoleon's means for increasing the revenue • 

April 20th. 

• • • 345 
• • 846 

• 346 

Guizot laments Palmerston's blindness in refusing the 
surrendel' of Lombardy for Venetia • • • • • • • 841 



CONTENTS. 

April 21st. 
BREAKFAST AT SeNIOR'S. 

Ellice's plan for the w~r . . • . . . 
Chrzanowski criticises it • . . . 
Austria should attack Russia on the Vistula • 
Faults of the allies • . • . • 
Excellence of the Turkish people 
Dadness of their rulcrs. . • • 
Bx~ulsion of the Greeks necessary • 

CoNvtnsATION WUH LANJUINAIS. 

Louis Napoleon as president 
-lilS indolence . . . . • 

Doubts as to the fleet 
Formation of corps d"elite 

April 213rd. 
CONVERSATION WITH GRIMBLOT. 

WIshes for parliamentary government 
:French finance always in distress. • • • 
French wars generally unfortunate . 
Royalists think Russia the champion of order. 
The ty~llDy has diminished . • . • . 
A free press would destroy the government • 
Folly of the Fusion • • • . • 
Chances of a Republic • • • • 
What the ' Rouges' would do • 
Evils of an idle upper class 
Dadness of French diplomatists 
The English just as bad 

Ap-il 24th. 
CONVEHSATION WITH lIIANIN AND" CIRCOURT. 

}<'rench aristocracy educated by Jesuits • 
Italian arIstocracy less exclusive. 
The Pope Cismontane . • • 
Probable conduct of Austria • . 
Reconstruction (If Poland useful • 
All Germany should unite. • 
All Italy should unite • • • • 

April 25th. 
CONVERSATION WITH MONTALEMBERT. 

Official report falsified . • • • 
Skill of Louis Napoleon'S Constitution. 

XXVll 
1' ... 011 

• 347 
· 34'/ 
,349 
• 349 

•• 350 
• 350 

350 

351 
· 851 
• 351 
· 351 

.352 
• 352 
.353 
.353 
• 353 
• 35S 
· 354 

. • 354 
.354 
• 355 
· 356 
• 356 

• . 357 
· 357 
.357 

• • • 359 
• • • 359 

• 360 
.360 

.360 
• 360 



xxviii CONTENTS. 

His intellect underrated. • • 
He wants honesty, not sense 
He never believed in the war • 
His wonderful perspicuity • • 
He saw that the French wanted a master • 
Persigny a parrot. . • •. •••• 
Louis Napoleon's self-command • •• .' 
Dismissal of Changarnier • • • . . • 
He is governed by the exigencies of the moment 
Popularity of Napoleon I. in tne provinces 

April 27th. 
CONVERSATION WITH ELLICE AND LANJUINAIS. 

Sore at our praise of Louis Napoleon . • 
'Ve only echoed France. • • • '. • • • • 
Palmerston the cause of Revolution of 1848 • • 

CUG. 

• 361 
• 362 
• 362 

• • 362 
• • • 363 
• • • 363 

• 363 
• • 363 

• • • 364 
• .' ~ 365 

• • 365 
• • • 365 

• 366 
Folly of the idea. • • • • •• •••• 366 

• 366 Changes in the language of England 
English dislike of Russia • • • • • • • 367 

CONVERSATION WITH THIERS. 

War unpopular only among the Oppositionists • • 368 
Manufacturers like it 
Resume of Thiers' opinions 
Opinion of Montalembert • 

Fete at the Hatel de Ville. .' • 

CoNVERSATION WITH MARIN. 

Prospects of Italy 
Either a monarchy or a. federation 
Savoy should become Fren'ch • 
Pope only Bishop of Rome 
The war revolutionary • 

,A.pril 30th. 
CoNVERSATION WITH THIERS. 

An Italian kingdom one vast bomb 

CoN>ERSATION WITH MONTALEMBERT. 

Accuracy of report of his speech. • • 

• • 369 
• • • • • 369 

. . 

• 370 

• • 370 

.871 
• 371 

• • 371 
· 372 

• ~ 372 

• • 373 

• 374 
Dislikes Parisian houses • • • • • 374 

CoNVERSATION WITH THIERS. 

Mismanagement of the war • • • 
Want of training of French soldiers '. 

• • • 374: 
• • 37S 



CONTENTS. 

May 1st. 
:Manin on the mischievous effects of rivalry 

CONVERSATION WITH MOHL. 

Germany earnestly desires unity. • 
The small states willing to coalesce • 
Not so Prussia and Austria 
Rhenish provinces will not be French 
Sovereigns sympathise with Russia • 
Flnmity between the higher and l.Jwer classes. 
Hatred of France. . • • . 
Liberty diminishes in Germany • 
Ev j]s of the Bund • • • • 
Danger of the war to Austria • • 

A/ay 2nd. 
CONVERSATION WITH GUIZOT • • • • • • 

Evils of picked regiments . • • • • • • 
Austria must protect herself against Russia 
Treaty of 1841 . . . . • . . • • • • 
Constantinople must be defended against Russia. . 
Black Sea must be neutral. • • • • 
Habits of prudence in the lower classes 
Small families in France .••. 

May 4th. 
CoNVERSATION WITH GRIll BLOT. 

Character of Gnerazzi • • • • • • 
His conduct and treatment. 
Sovereigns of Tuscany and Naples 
Prosecution of the Madiais 
Bigotry of the Duke • • . • 

Guizot's house is to be demolished • 

Mal/5th. 
V ruue of A1giers. • • • . • 

Jlay 8th. 
EVENING AT THE Du~ DE BROGLIE'S. 

English and French prose writers 
Exaggerated fastidiousness . 

May 9th. 
CoNVERSATION WITH GRlllBLOT. 

XXIX 

PAGB 

S75 

375 
.375 
• 376 
• 376 
· 876 

• .377 
· 377 

• • 377 
· 378 
· 378 

.378 
• 379 

• • 379 
• 379 
• 379 
.380 
.380 
· 381 

.381 

.382 
• • 382 

• 383 
• 384 

• • 385 

.385 

• • 386 
· . 387 

Prince of Prussia anti-Russian • • • • • • • . . 387 



xxx CONTENTS. 

Ignorance of Prussian nobility 
Only the nobles are Russian • 
Austrian and Italian armies 
Law of recruitment in the French army • 
Enormous increase of its numbers • 
The army joins with the' peuple' 
Its indecision in June, 1848 
Symptoms of an (;meute 

Dulness of Paris. • • 

CONVERSATION WITH -COUSIN. 

Discontent with public affairs . • Thinks of retiring to England . 

lIlay 11th. 

· · 
P.l.GlI 

388 
388 

• 389 
• 389 
• 389 
• 390 

390 

• . 391 

.. 391 

• 392 
.392 

Flahault disapproves of the conduct of pubp.c affairs • 392 

J,lfay 12th. 
CONVERSATION WITH LANJUINAIS. 

Number of men under arms • • 
A 'pointe' OIl St. Petersburg • 
Cash of a soldier • • • • 
French loans . • • • • • • • • • 
Only the peasants and shopkeepers save 

J1[ayI2th. 
CONVERSATION WITH CHRZANOWSKI. 

Whether Hungary would help Russia • 
Inhabitants of the Principalities. • • 
Ill-treatment they have received from Russia 
Want of vigour in the allies • • 
(Note by Sir Howard Douglas) • . 
Violent measures of conscription in Russia 

M.,ay 13th. 
{JONVERSATION WITH CIRCOURT AND MANIN. 

Lorraine inseparable from France • • 
Morally and intellectually German • • 
Natqre of the Celts 
Mission of France . '" . 

• 393 
• • 394 

• 394 
• 394 

• • 395 

" 396 
• 396 
• 397 
• 397 
• 398 
.399 

• • • 400 
• 400 
· 400 
• 401 

To afford warnings • • • • 
Equality does not produce liberty • 
Deficiency of great men. • • 

. . . • • 401 

The Venetian Republic. • • • 

• • 402 
• • 403 

• • • • • 403 



CONTENTS. 

Complaints against Austria. 
No c.u-eer for the Venetians 
Austriau Courts of Law 
Manin wishes to belong to a great Kingdom of Italy 
1:ielfisbness of Charles Albert • . • . . • . . 

CONVERSATION WITH TRIERS. 

Things are looking better • • • . • . • 
Concert between French and English . . • • 
Troops should not be sent in sailing transports 
(Note· by Sir H. Douglas) • • . • . 
Sebastopol should be the point of attack 
Cronstadt should follow. . . . • • . . . 
France and England should always be allied • 
Writing a poor substitute for action. 

EVENING AT DUCHESSE DE RAUZZAN'S. 

XXXI 

PAS. 

· 404: 
• • 405 

• 405 
· 406 
· 406 

· 406 
• 406 
• 407 

.408 
• 408 
• 409 
.410 

Imperial Guard will excite jealousy. • • 
Mission of England to colonise • . 

• • • 410 
.411 


