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FOREWORD. 

Foreword by Dr. B. N. BEN, M.A., Ph. D.t B: LITT. COXON.} 

Dir.ector' oj ArchiveIl, G~ment oJ l1ulia. 

To introduce a yotlng author to bis readerts 
is a pleasure and a duty, for the future of history 
lies with the youth. 

lIr. C. K. Srinivasan does not claim to 
ha ve broken new ground. His" is an arresting 
theme of abiding interest. The story of Mai'a
tha expansion and' c,oll'apse ili the Karnatak 
will bear repeated recount.ing. If older scholars 
have previously tried their hands a t it, there is 
no reason why a younger student should not 
attempt to bring the scattered fragwente of 
information together and give a fuIJer account 
of the titanic struggle. Very likely othere will 
tread in his footsteps; but it will be long before' 
the last word is said, for the subject is baflling 
in its immensity aud the characters are 
bewildering in their diversity. What a splendid 
cavalcade cross.es our mental vision: Shriranga 
and Tirumal, Shahji and Khan Muhammad, 
Aurangzib and Shivaji, Ekoji and Raghunath 
Narayan, Harji Raja and Keshav Pingle, 
,Pralhad Niraji and' Zulfikar Khan, the first 
Nizam and Raghuji Bhonsle, Muhammad Ali 
.and Chanda Sabeb, Hyder Ali and Murari ,Rao, 
Clive and Dupleix, Coote and Lally, the rear 
being nobly kept by that man of God, Christian 
Friedrich Schwartz, whose spirItual qlission 
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diQ not preclude him from taking afl activ~ 
part 'in contemporary politics. What passion's 
urged thelli ,in their mortal pursuits, what 
ideals did they strive after. what objects did 
they cherish? Was Shahji the vanguard of . 
resurgent Hinduism in Karnatak or was he one 
of the common adventurers 'of his times, fishing 
in troubled waters, intent on self-aggrandize
ment P Was it honest indignation at his 
master's shortcomings that drove Raghunath 
Narayan to desert the court of Tanjore or was 
it a mean lust for lucre and prospects of power 
and pelf that urged him,on his way to Raigarh? 
It is commonly believed that Aurangzib's 
invasion contributed to Maratha solidarity aod 
infused the infant state with fresh. vigour and 
renewed vitality. 'Mr. Srinivasants account 
does not leave any doubt that the consequent 
impoverishment led to the loss of the cradle of 
'Maratha power in the Karnatak and the 
cession of important sea"ports to the merchant 
nations of th~ west who subsequently became 
the arbiters of India9s fate. The Maratha rulers 
retained their grip over Tanjore long after the 
initial set-back and if in the face of renewed 
aggression they stooped to prevarication and 
double-tracking, they simply responded to the 
.natural instinct, of self .. preservation. The 
princes of Tanjore were no doubt autocrats,. 
with the common ruling weaknesses· of their 
times; but they have left a rich cultural legacy . 
T,O convert a small hamlet into a noble seat of 
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learning is no ~lean achievement and whatever· 
theirifailings as rulers of men, the patrons of' 
c' Modern Patanjali" and "Andhra Kalidas'~ 
did not live in vain. The dYn~sty has gone .the 
way of older lines, but the Saraswati Mahal 
Lihrary still testifies to its love of 'learning 
and patronage of art. 

, Mr. Srinivasan has done 'well to present 
to his countrymen a most readable account 
of the rise and fall of ' the Maratha p'ower'in' 
Peninsular India. 

Imperial Records Department,} 
NEW DELHI, 

18t February, 1945" , 
S. N. SEN. 



PREFATORY Non BY THE EDITOR.' 

Thi.s treatise is an attempt at a succinct 
survey of the fortunes of the Marathas in South 
India from the days of Shahji's campaigns in 
th~ Myspre plateau and in the Carnatic and on 
through the fortunes of the rule of his succes
sors at Tanjore down to the extinction of the 
Tanjore Raj by the British Government in 1855. 
It is based upon a study of much the larger 
part of source~, primary\ as well as secondary, 
and aims at giving wha.t Dr. Sen has so happily 
worded, a most readable account of the rise and 
fall of the Maratha Power in Peninsular India. 

The book is an amplificati'on, in some 
respects, of a thesis for the degree of Master 
of Letters, submitted to and approved by the 
Annamalai University some years back. It is 
a matter for considerable gratification for the 
editor and the author that Dr. S. N. Sen., 
Director of Archives, Government of India, 
should have generously written an appreciative 
foreword and in other ways helped in improv
ing the book. 

It is regretted that, in spite of great care 
taken, a number of errors should have crept in 
the course of printing. 

Annamalai University, } 
ANNAJULAINAGAB, 

15-2-1945. . 

C. S. SRINIVASACHARI, 

Editor. 



FOREWORD 

. TO students of Indian History, the Maratha 
period is one of absorbing interest, for in 

it they meet w.ith soldiers, statesmen and 
saints who by their conquests, consolidation 
a-gd catholicity, welded together the scattered 
elements of a mighty race and presented to 
posterity the pattern of a nation, at once brave. 
independent and zealous 'of its own rights and 
duties. Even" while serving a foreign master" 
Shahji 'Bhonsle· showed his countrymen the 

-glorious and victorious part they have to ,pl~y 
in the years to come; and the task of gathering 
the Marathas together was taken up by his 
famous son Shivaji who gave them an impreg
nable home and a durable government. This 
mighty race, reared to virility through blood 
and battle" became a formidable 'weapon in the 
hands of the Peshwas in their wars with the 
'neignbouring empires. 

Thus in the North, chiefly through the 
'genius~f their leaders, the Marathas .marched 
from victory to victory. They humbied the 
Nizam and created consternation to the Great 
Mugha1 by entering Imperial Delhi· and the 
surrounding territory. But in the South they 
were not as militant or aggressive. 'The 
histol'Y pf the Maratha Ra.le in the -Oarnatic 
begins with the occupation of Tanjore i~' 1676 
by Vyankaji, the son of Shahji," and .ends in 
I355 when the Tanjore Raj' was incorporated 
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into the British Dominion. Tanjore, like Patali
putra; Was the capital of successive dynasties. 
It was the capita] and a centre of culture and 
learnlng unrler, the Imperial Chol,8s. then under
th'; N ayaks' a.nd lastly under the Marathasl 
Tbus, the banks of the Cauvery, becam~ the 
home ef learned men owing to the encourage
tnent- gi\'en by the dynasties that t:uled from 
Tanjore. I have -tried to give a connected 
.account of the part played by the 1{arathas 
.in the Carnatic, their ~ administrative organi
Isatiot1. and. their' contributioll' to art a.nd" 
literature, from a study of the a.vailabl~ 
material. 

It now'remains, for me to acknowledge the
help I have,received in the preparation of this 
,work. I cannot be too grateful'to my Professor" 
Rao Bahadiir C. S. Srinivasachari, who guided 
,my work and allowed·. me to snare bis rich 
knowledge of history and the historical method 
without atint., I am ob~iged to Dr. Surendra
nath &en. Director of Archives,· Go~rnment 
of India, fpr his valuable Introduction to 
thb : book. My thanks are also due to 
Mr~ N. D .. Varadachariar. B.A .• B.L._ Advocate. 
MylapOlc, for his many suggestions. To my 
Univ:ersity wbicl\ kindly undertook the pubH
~ation of my the~i8 I am deeply indebted . 

. 8IM~A, } 
!i OVtt'nber, '1944. 

C. It. SRINIVASAN. 
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Tanjore, loyalty.t9 the Vijaya.. Thiagaraja.,382 

nagar Empire, 23-24; 52; "Tindivananl, 208 
.captured by .ShahjI, 87, Tinnevelly,288' 
war with· Madura, 88, 92, Tippu Sulta.n, 311, 316 
124-;127; Maratha conquest Tirukattupa.lli, 224, 278, 302 ~ 
a~d qccupation, 133 et aeq, Tirukkadaiyur. 231 . 
annexed by-the English. Tirukkoilur,214 

, referred to 2,4, 5, 6.l0, 11, Tirumala Nayak, 27, 28, 46! 
15, 17,23. 24, '27, ... 8~ 79, 51,52; 55,62,73, )09,178 
165,167,170-172,221 t.t 8eq • . Tirumalavasal.136 

Tanjore District Manual. 4, Tirumalawadi.159 
244,246,247 " TiI;umayya.m, %33. 240, 289 

Tanjore District Gazetteer, 4, Tirupati l 155, 165l). 
247 . Tirupatora. 160,302 

TanjQre Maratni l1l.8oription., Tirupura.fJijaya Chaml!'l', 373 . 
17; 133(1., 171, 236tt, 243, 248 Tiruva.di, 158, 159 \' 
Tanjawr.i Andhra Rajulu Oha- Tiruvannamahi, 62, 191, 201 

"tram 128'0, 129g.,! 134: TiruvisanaUur, 370 
Taylor, 13,140, 168l)., 2329 Tll'Uvenka.du, .231 
Telugu learning, 376, 377, .. ,' , Tiryamba.karaya Makhi, 228 t 

. . 373 . 
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Topur, battle Of,24 
Ton~aimlUl, 233, 239, 240, 

2S6-292, 311,312 
Travancure AfChaelogical 

Series, 17 
Trichinopoly, 5, 82, 84,87,91 

133.169, et seq. 179, 201. 
226, 243, 252 ~t 8eq, 256. 
267, 270 et seq, 275. :::82, 
287, ~OO, 2~9, 304 

'Trivalore. 28~ , 
Tuljaji. Raja. of Tanjore, 293; 

negotiation 'with Haida.r Ali. 
29:1-295; rela.tions with 
Ramnad, 29;),-:,200; treaty 
with tl::e Nawab of the Car
natic, 297-303 ; deposed. 
802; restored to the mus-

UdayagUci,55,58,62 
'Gdayarpalaya.m, 236 , 
Umadat-Ul·Umara, 299 
Uraiyur, 225 -

u 

nad, 304; treaty with the 
English, 305-306 j second 
invasion of Ha.ida.r .Ali, 
307-309; relations with the 
Tondaiman, :n 1; Death. 
312; Rev. Schwartz ap
pointed guardian to Sara
bhop, 313; character, 314: ; 
referred .to, 16, 30, 3i5, 38! 

Tuk.ka.bai, 98 
Tukkoji, Raja. ofTanjore, 236; 

literary activities, 236 ; rela
tions with Ramnad, 231; 
with the Tondaiman, 239; 
referred to, 16,30, 369 

Tupakki Krishnappa. 78, 79. 
TUzuk-i- Walajahi, 12, 252tt. 

280tt. 281 Q, 2829 \ 

Ushapari1¥lYu/T1J., 128l} 
Uttaracoompu, 372 
UttaTa-Rama Oharit.a. 236 

v 
Vaidyanatha. Desikar. 378 
Valdur. 159 - . 
Va.lentia.. Lord, 15, 334-336 
Vallam, 83, 85,' 86, 92, 135, 

299 
Valliparinaya, 37:1 
Vana.mian, 91, 179 
Vaniambadi, 162 
Vedakavi, 372, 374: 
Vellal',159 
V elli~ Servaikaran, 285 
VaUore, 23, 26, 27, 57, 59, 60. 

61, 74:, 148,158, 213 
Venkanna, 127-133 
Venk~a.mi &0. 4:, 236, 255: 

299. 301U. 302tt,. 304tt, 
307tt. 310n, 325U. 321tt 

Venkata., 25 

Venkatakrisbna. Dikshita., 372 
Venkatakrishnappa. 125, 127, 
Venkafa Nayak, 28 170 
Yenkatapati I, 23, 24: . 

'Venkateswara. Sastriar, 372 
. Vieyra, 237 . 

Vijayanagar. 1. 2, 7, 21 et seq, 
. 4:6, 51 et seq, 61, 71, 79. 108 

et seq, 117,1:18, 150, 178, 34-! 
VidyapariMya, 37~ 
Vijay~~ghava Nayak, 28,.. 52, 

83 61 ~q. 91, 92~ 124 It Req 
Vijaya Raghunatha Setupati, 

232,285 . 
Vingurla,162 
Vila' Ba.l.lala, 343 
Virabhadra Nayali. 25, 28, 4:7, 

49, 6()t 53. 
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Viranam, l48 
Vithoji,36 
·Viraraghava, 373 
Vriddhachalam, 162 
V ~ank!Cji, ,succeeds, to Sha.hji 
.. Bhonsle's jagirs, 123; sent 

by Bijapur to help Ven
kanna, 129; marches on 
~ta.njore, ,130 t ~eturns to 
KUlllbakQnalll, 131; cpn· 
quest of Tanjore and aCCes
sion to the throne. 133-136. 
quarrels with Ra.gbunath 

W· 

Wt'.ndiwash, 190.204-207.212 
"Walikandapuram, 158 
We11esley, Lord, .. 330 

.y 

Ha.numanthe, 139; Shivaj'. 
invasion, 141 tt Beq; gives 
battle to SDtntaji, 165; en
ters into a. treaty with 
Ragunath, 160; advisf'd by 
Shivaji, 167; relations with 
Madura 168; with tile Setu
pati, 170';' death. 171 j 
administration, 172-175 ; 
character, 175-177; refer
red to, 4,6,30,98,347,351, 
3'(6 

Wilks, 29, 490', 111,171, 177Q, 
226 

Wilde brock, 386 

Yachama Na~a.k, 24 Yada;"as,348 
Yachama. ~ayaf. of Satgarh, Yale, Thomas, 198 

208,210 - Yesu Bai, 191 
~achappa. Nayak, 190 Yusuf Khan, 281 

Zahur,12 
Ziegenbalg,383 
tZubairi, Mirza Ibrahim, 11 
Zlllfikar Khan. sent by Aurang-

zib against Gingee. 199 ; his 
inactivity. 216; diffio~ltie8t 

Z 

203 ; retrea~ to Wandiws,sh. 
204 ; takes action against 

. Kam ~ak.hsh, 207 ; marches 
against Tanjore, 209: takes 
Gingee, 214; referred to, 
215-219; 221,223 
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l'AGli1 Lmlt FOR RlUD 

4 .80 6Vldencts eVidence 

6 3 Tanlore RaJa Tanlore RaJ 

12 15 Twak-i Wala;alu Tuzuk-i- JV cUa;ahi 
'-

17 5 Eph.v;rap}uca Ep'l9ral'hw 
Oarnat,ea Oarnat.ca 

.]9 20 elMS-57) (1535-57) 

23 27 Epkl{/f'apkJCa E)Jtgrapkw 
OarnatWli Oamatica 

37 8 BIJ8.pur BIJapur. 

47 22 Shahl's Shahll'S 

48 2 B1Japur IS B1lapur18 

49 31 ShlM}' N ~bandhavah Sh1Va}, NihandkaMb 

85 I) dlshonourable hie dIshonourabJe bfe' 

86 13, thell' greed thell' greed.' 

94 4 lost" lost" " 

154: 18 campa.Ign campa-lgn 

108 16 Tlruvatl TIrUva.dl . 
176 15 Dot." I not "1 

181 1 vowed "vowed 

187 21 Keshav Keshava.nd 

193 2 Dha.na.ll Jadav. Dhanall Jadav. 

193 18 ha.ll-breath lumbreadth 

205 28 Pondlcherry PondlCherry. 

205 29 'warde' .. 'Words' " 

211 4: • Memotre, MemOtrB 

233 11 Tan)orea1 Tanjore." I 

235 25 Bava SahIb Baba Salub 

236 6 17.28-1746 1728-1736 
300 23 .cl Dorado el Dorado 
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ERRATA- UST -(ContinutJ). 

'Pag~ Line For. Read. 
, I 

·!.81 4 Second Eldest 
·161 2&3 Narayan Hanumante Raghuna.th 

. HanutUJ.nte 
187 21 & 22 Kesbav Kesbs.ya.nd 
205 5 Azad Asad . 
207 5 Asam Azam , 
218 25 Ferfshta Scott 
192 2 Bavdekhar -Bavdekar 


