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Jam glad to nneepbi aggestion - of M, - Daumuay s
assooiate myself with this uxyteshng volume by saying a
few words about it, 4 sk

India is a land of villages. The study of Indian economie
conditions 1s, therefore, mainly a study of the economie life of
the willages of India, This study 18 obviously the necessary
precedent to the economus uphft of this gréat but poor
country. Jt does not, therefore, require any elaborate argument:
to emphasse the importance of & detailed intenmve study of
the conditions of life in Indian villages, In saying this it is
not 1ntended to mimimise the importance of the study of
other equally important aspects of Indian economia develop-
ment,

The pioneer work 1n this eonnection has been done in
this Presidency by Dr, Harold Mann, whosa famous willage
surveys will be the gmding lights of all fatnre workers in
this unhmited field. The spirit of Dr. Mann's work in the
south has as 1t wera flown to the north, Tha raral section of
the Punjab Board of Economic Enquiry 13 making orgamsed
efforts to do axmilar work in that Provinee, and has at pre-
sent & programme of at least one wvillage survey in each
Duetriot,  The Punjab imbibed the apirit of Bombay; Bombay
must adopt the methods of the Punjab

Though such desirable organised work has not yet
begun in Bombay, 1t may be pointed out that signs are uot
waating to show that a gradual development in the right
direction is gong on Mr. Ranade worked es a research
student of this School under my gmdance during the years
1922-24. His work which forms the subjest matter of this
book, was submitted as a thems for the M, A, degree of this
Umversity in 1924. Regarding the merits of the work, I can
do no better than refer to the remarks of the examiners—
“The thesis is an excellent prece of research work, showing an
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almost unexpected grasp of the prineiples and methods of first.
hand social and economie investigation. In a fow places the
candidate has allowed his statement of opinions to go beyond
his data, but generally the papers sabmitted form a thoron-
ghly scientific discussion of data carefally colleeted and
presented. We congratulate Me, Ranade on his work and
the University on the possession of such a promising econo-
mig investigator,”

As another illustration of the gradual development of
such work, it may be pointed out that a research scholar in
this School is at present engaged in the study of the social
and economie conditions of a village in the Surat District,

. Along with Mr, Ranade, those who are interested in such
work will feel grateful to the authorities of the Provincial
Co-operative Institute, Bombay, for kindly undertaking the
‘publieation of this book. The wider outlook of the Institute
in connection with such economic iuvestigation has been
manifested in the enquiry conducted under their auspices in
the Districts of Kolabs and Ratnagiri, and more recently in
the Pardi Taluka of the Surat Distriet. I trast that the
time is not distant when such independent efforts will be eo-
ordinated, and this importaat work earried on in an organised
manner, in view of the fact that the Instilute is alveady
considering plans in this direction.

School of Ecomomics, }

University of Bombay, C. N. Vagm,

Masrch 1927.



PREFACE

What follows js an attempt to depict, e correctly as
possible, the prevailing state of affairs in & typieal Konkan
village., Away from the gaze of publia workers, the Konkani
farmer leads his lonely life in his far-off village, unhampered
by the feverish activity, so characteristie of big cities like
Bombay. Baving devoted myself fo the cause of the Konkan
Eduestion Scciety, an educational body whose sole aim is the
uplift: of the masses in the Konkan by the epread of eduea~
tion, I was brought in direct contatt with the Konkani
villagers, which would not have been possible otherwise. I
shall consider it & suffisient reward, if this publicstion suc-
ceeds in attracting the attention of social workers, to the
great and urgent need of devoting some of their time to solve
this vital national problem of revitalising village life.

1 feel that the survey has not been as comprehensive as
one would wish it to be, But it would have been difficult to
present even these facts but for the guidance and help of
several friends, Professor C. N. Vakil, who so kindly con-
sented to write a Foreword to this book, was mainly instru-
mental in inspiring this work, and in enabling me to give s
definite shape to my vague ideas on thesubjeat, by continnous
sympathetiq eriticism and encouragement during all its stages,
1 bave alsoderived much heip from Professor N, V. Kanitkar
of the Agricultaral College, Poona, whose work in Agriculs
tural Ecouomios is well-known, Te Dr. H. H. Maun go my
singere thapks for enlighteniug me on meny a difficult
problem during the course of the work; and aleo to Mr. J. B.
Hartshorne, the then Collector of Kolaba for his courtesy in
placing at my disposal some of the figures ineluded in this
volume, My friend and colleague, Mr, K. R. Athavale, has
been of great help to me in earrying on the tedious work of
the actusl village survey, for which it is impossible for me to
express my obligations to him adequately,
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I must also thank the Provineial Co-operative Institute,
Bombay, for undertaking the publication of this volume,
I must admit that but for their help it would have been
difficult for these pages to see the light of day.

-Alibag, Y.
March 1927, V. G.. RANADE,
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A fascinating view of the Village from over the Ganga.



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The word Konkan is of . considerable antiquity. 'l‘he
mythologieal seven Konkans are said to include the whola
, bf the West Coast of India. Duff,? Forista,? Khafi ® Khax
and various other historians mention Konkan with different
limita at different periods, Whatever the old siguificance of
the word might have been, the Konkan is now held to include
all the land which lies between the Western Ghats and the .
Indian Ocean from the latitude of Daman on the north to
- that of Terekhol on the Goa Frontier on the south, This
tract is about 320 miles in length with a varying breadth of -
thirty to sixty miles snd is divided into the British Districts.
of Thana, Kolaba and Ratoagiri, and the Indian States of
Jawhar, Janjira and Savantwadi, - The Pant Sachiv of Bhor’
in Poons has aleo a small taloka conisining a few villages
under the Ghata, )

The present political division of the district is between
north and south Konkan, The boundary line is sometimes -
beld to be the Savitri river whioch.divides the Habshi's terri-

* tories from Ratnagiri. Sometimes the North and South Kon-
ken are held to mean the district north and south of
Bombay.

* OF ¢ this District it may be said generally, that.the
parts near the coast are fertile, highly oultivated and popul-
ous, and the inland parts rocky and rugged, not much favour~
ed by Nature nor improved by man”. Compared with other
parts of India, the climate is moist, and the rainfall very
heavy, Hot winds are but little felt, The climate .is8 no
doubt naturally enervaling on account of the moisture
present in the atmosphere, but being near seashors, it is more

L History, 8. 2 Briggs, 11, 838. 8. Much of what is 8aid in these

pages is based on Mr, Nairne’s valuable work, the History of the Konhn.
4. Nairne, History of the Konkan, Xatroduction, psge X.
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equable than that of the Descan, The Northern parts are
marshy, and in many places malarious. The middle and the
sounthern parts are decidely healthy.

“ North * of Bombay the coast is low and sandy, the
rivers few and shallow and the harbours insignificant, South
of Bombay the ooast is bold with a line of hills bordering the
sen, never receding two or three miles frcm it. There are
many navigable rivers and commodious harbours, and in
most parts deep water near the shore, Ab various places
along the coast are small rocky islands, generally within a
quarter of 8 mile from the mainland, and which were in ear-
lier times and especially under the Marathas fortified and
highly valued. Such are Arnala, Kolaba, Danda Rajpuri
and Suvarnadarga .

According to the well-known legend 'from the Sahyadri
Khands, ? this coastal strip wae reclaimed by God Parasha-
rama from the sea after a Sght and handed over to his discip-
les, the Chitpawan Brahmins, for the ‘spiritual guidance of the
Konkani peoples’, * You are to be the spiritual ® guides of
the Konkanee people, to teach them and to protect them from
other gods, To you I give these seven medows of rich soil
and seven lakes, from which to irrigate them, Obey my
behests religiously, honestly and ye shall never die.” It is

very interesting how those Brahmins were in the end cursed

by rarashuram for their disobedience, and how the whole
land was cursed by him, But we shall have to refer to the
subject once more while discus-ing the origin and the atility
of the Rab, For the rest the reader is referred to the
excellent book on the subject by Mr, Arthar Crawford.

The land could, however, be reclaimed by Parashurama
only after & hard fight with the Sea-God. When the angry
and gonfident Parashurama shot his anerring powerful arrow
at the sea, it piereod his bosom as long as 18 Kosas * away

1. Nairne, Emwry of the K.onhn. lularoduomm. page x.

9, A wellkaown * Pothi ® or work p d by a Deshastl bmio ab

.aboub 1912 A, D, It bas been for a long time n bjeot of bitter ¥

. 8, Arihur Crawford, Legenda of Konkan, o
4, Thirtysix miles, . PSR




3

from the foot of the mountain where he .was standing, ASo
superhuman was the power of the Demi-God that aa the arrow
shot the ses, ** the chasms below the mountmn (the Sahyadri)
opened and shut egain convulsively, voleances innumerable
burat ont beneath, and all around vomited  forth five, molten
lova, ashes and red-hot rocks. * It was as if the end of the
.world had come. A dense black pall of smoke and. noxious
-vapours begsn to rise from the newly oreated Konkan which
was but & Qhataka before been covered fathoms deep by the
briny ocenn * [* Thus waa created the land at present known
88 Konkan, aceording to the author of the Sshyadn Khand.
But whether it was owing to the ungry command of s s
God or Demi-God, or whether it was owing to & passing
freak of Nature, the receding of the ses from the foot of vhe
Sahyedri can only be explained on the assumption of a gres$
voleanio convulsion in the sea thousands of years aga.
The rooky plateau slightly elevated, gradually slopes towards
the ses, Owing to the continuons washing~off of the soil by
the rapid torrents in the rainy season, (because almost all the
rivers in the Konkan are nothing but seasonal rapid flowing
torrents,) in places there is at present nothing but bare rocks
instead of the ancient rich volesnic lsyer of alluvial soil.
¢ The North Konkan ja atill in most parts well-wooded. Parts
af the Southern Konkan, also are well covered with trees’,
Jn the coastal distriet of the Sonthern Konkan, large groves
«of cocannut treen planted along the ssandy coast, take the

%aee of the palmyra acd the date palm found in the North
onkan, -

Whether, as Elphinstone ? say&, the population haa
always been Maratha, or whether the Marathas were the
conquercrs of the ariginal Mabhar ° inbabitants, as others
hold, so much is quite certain that until a comparatively
late period, it waa & province ‘where beasts with man divi-
ded empire claimed.' The northern parts ‘sre tompara-
tively thinly populated, while tha pressure on Jand 'in the

t.  Avihwr Grawjord, Lagends of sonksn, 30,

2, Klphinstons, History of Indis, 2320, ’
8. Arthur Qrowgford, Legends of Konkan,
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southern parts is very heavy, and the people are foreed to
migrate to a cobsiderable extent to other parts of cher
“presidency.

The Konksne can scarcely be oalled historicslly
famous. Owing to its long coastal line and its sheltered
and convenient  harbours as well as its nearness to ses,
however, it was well known fo travellers from very aucient
times. In more recent history if assumed an importance,.
almost disproportionate to its size, owing to its natural
strength and the warlike character of its inhabitants. It
must be admitted, bowever, that it has never felt the advant-
agas of one rule, and has always had its varions parts attached
first to one kingdom and then to another. Itis only in re-
cent times that the people have come to reslise the province
ag one whole, from the time the tract came under the British

rule.

For cur purpose it will ba better to divide the tract into -
three parts instead of two ne follows :~The North Konkan
cowprising of the British District of Thana and the Indian
State of Jawhar, together with most of the Karjat Taluks
frow the Kolaba District, is decidedly nnrural in most of the
placen. This part is complefely covered by a metwork of
Eailways, * and has the great advantage of being connected
with Bombay by regular train service. The economical eon~
dition of this part-is bound to be nnlike that of the other two-
which are not so happily situated as regards means of com--
munications, The tract is more or less ander the predominat-
ing influence of Bombay. In fact some parts of the old
Thana Distrist have been combined quite recently together
with the ountlying parts of Bombay into a separste eollesto-
ate called the Bombay Suburban District. The rest of the
Kolaba Diatrict, together with the Janjira State aund the fow
villages owned by the Pant Sachiv of Bhor * form quite a
distinet unit from the point of view of rural economics, This

1, By the Gread Indian Peninsals snd sombay Barods & Ceatral-
India Rsilways Itia ing bo beg that the first Railway line.
in the whole of India was npaned between Kalyan and Bombay in 1857

2, Oomprising the prosent Sudhagad Talaka, .
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«part, although not traversed by the Railway, isnot completo
‘Jy shut off from the outside world in the rainy season like
‘the Southern part. It has a fair number of decent cart road,
.and for the last two or three years has a tolerably regular
motor traffie even in the rainy season. .It may, therefore, be
-quite reasonably termed as Mid-Konkan, to distinguish it from
the South Konkan, which confains all the remaining part
-south of the Savitri river and covers the District of Ratna-
giri together with the Indian State of Savantwadi.

To understand the real economie condition prevailing in-
the Konkan as & whole, all these parts will have to be investi-
gated as separate economie units 2, The village. under review
is situated in what is termed as the Mid-Konkan, .Itis

‘the intention of the writer to study at least a fow of the
‘typical villages in all these three units, if ciroumstances

.allow. The Konkan, owing to the want of communication
-and the prevalence of illiteracy has been yet completely neg-
leoted. It iv only recently that interest seems to have been
ereated into ite economic and social condition in the minds
of the social workers, as is evinced from the appointment of &

-separate committee to investigate into the economic condition:
of the province, by the Central Co-operative Institute, Bombay,
It is hoped that the provinee will continue to attract more
snd more attention from economista in future, .

Even to understand thoroughly the economie condition of
what is termed as the Mid-Konkan, the detsiled study of one.
village will soarcely be sufficient, The village under review,
it must be remembered, represents only a type, and at least
four other types will have to be studied to have a real
insight into its esonomie condition. In addition ta the.
village onder consideration, which represents s type more or
less under the influence of & market or Taluka town, it is
necessary to study the following types :—

- .l An economic survey of Posari, a village near Karjab, similar to

~4he one in hand, has been undertaken by Dr, Manu, in collabora ion
with his oolleague Prof, Kunbkn ndinqxptd:sdhobenhnth\y
Mhulh.ﬂ. C i 0 [T
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* 1. An foland dry? village, - which is ot under the in--
‘ fluence of & market town snd .is. practically
self-sufficient, - :
" 2 A garden village on the ses coast L

8. A Kharepat Village 8, - ’

4/ A Khot and san Inami village,

All these types together represent the District as & whole,
and & minute economia study of the same 'is sure to present
many interesting ecopomic facte, The following, as has al-
ready been said, is an attempt to give a general idea as to
the economie and social sondition of only One typs mention-
ed above, wiz, a vxllnge more or less under the influence of’
s markeﬁ .or taluka town,

[FERws

" ¥ %Bya tdry”* village Imean one where icrigation is vory Hmited:
(and in » Konkan village practicaily nil as is neually found) in smount, aod
where the prosperity of the village depends almost (entirely on the mon~
8000 rain” Dy, AMann, Land and Laboar in & Deccan Village, Introduotion,

* 2 The ooastal part of this tractis, as has been jalready pointed out,
covered with very rich cocoanub gardens, ss well as betel-nut gardens,
The tract is known as the Aehhgm (the 8 Agars or gardens)and ex.
tends from Kolsgaon, opp y to Rovdands, Here the Kundalika
oroek soparates the British from the Eabuhx territory. All over this coast
a5 well as the villages surrounding Shrivardban which is ® greab mart
for merchante in the Habahi's territory, the country i thiokly vcovered
with b d amply irrigated from the waters of the wells,
which, unlike those an the Ghats, are very shallow, yeb store s greab desl
of water,; This is the only pact of the Mid-Konkan, which can be cell-
ed irrigated, though nob in the sense in which the word is used in the
Decoan, viz, irrigatioa from the canmals of s greab river.

8 ¢ Especially in the northern sub-division of Alibag and Pen Talukas-
the most interesting feature in the tillage of the districd is the large ares.
of the aalt marsh and the mangrove swamps thab has been reclaimed (from
the sea) for the growth of Bica, These tracte lying along the banks of the
tidal orecks ave locally known as the Kharepab or ealt lands. The embank.
ments are called Bhilotris,' Most-of these lands have been embanked by she-
Angrias and other big oapitalists bebween 1755 bo 1780 A, D,




CHAPTER 11
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The village of Roth Khurd {s situated at a distance of
sbout two miles from Roha, 8 Taluk town in the District of
Kolaba, on the eonfluence of the Ganga and the Kundalika
rivers, which practically surround the whole village area ex-
copt on the East, The Kundalika hails from the Sabyadris
near Patnus, the present power-house station of the Mulshi
scheme of the Tatas, about twelve miles north-east of Kolad,
where the brauch road from Roba meets the Dharamtar-
Mahabaleshwar Road, « After & westerly course of about
twenty wmiles it meets the tide at Roha, and for about
twenty miles more to the west and north-west, stretches o
navigable tidal inlet falling into the sea at Revdanda. The
upper part of its course has scenes of great beauty, especially
sbove Kolad, The Ganga, which is the southexn and the
western boundary of the village, pours her waters into the
Kundalika on the north-west of the .village site. It ie
more & rapid-flowing torrent than a river, and the great
oumber of pot-holes in the side-rocks of her bed indicate
the extreme speed with whioh the river flows in the rainy
season, It practically driesup in the summer and, but for
the bund referred to elsewhers,” would be completely dry,
As mattera stand, however, the bund prevents the tide coming
up beyond the limit of the village and spoiling the only
storage of water available in the neighbourhood in summer,

The villagers, it seems, have at least to work for tem
days to erect the bund every year, All the adults in the vil-
Iage are forced to work by the village Jamaé?to keep the
bund in a sound eondition, The villagers gt generally about
Ba 20 from the Roha Municipality, for their labour as a
compensation for the utilization of the water thus stored by
the inhabitants in the Municipal area, The villagers very

1, Boo Chapter VL
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strongly expressed their desire to have the bund made per
manent by using stone masonry, and concrete, if only the
Local Board authorities would come to their help, Not &
few of them emphatically protested against the negleet of
their village by the District and the Taluka Local Boards,
‘which by the by havealso completely overlooked the upkeep=~
ing of the only wooden bridge used for erossing the river
when in flood not only by the residents of the village but by
all who bave to use the main road to Kolad. The wooden
bridge—or Saku as it is called-~as it at present stands is more
of & trap for tumbling down in the rapid and deep waters
below than a means for crossing them, to so rickety s eondition
the planks of the wooden posts have been reduced: It is
but proper that the Taluka Loeal Board or the Revenue
snthoritiea should look into the mafter immediately, but aa
an old experienced villager, not without & touch of pathos,
pithily put in, * Why care for the ignorant and the poor 1"

The Tatas have recently constructed a narrow gaunge line
from Roba to Putnus for transmitting the heavier iron mate-
ria] to the place of their chief operations, in conpection with
the Mulshi scheme. This line passes through the outskirts
of the village, ‘giving the whole site an intimate touch of
modern civilization, It id a great sight to see the simple vil-
lagers gaping in awe at the puffing engine carrying the train
fo Patnus in the morning and bringing it back again in the
evéning The tail-water from the Mulshi dam, which will make

e§Kundalika overflow about two or three years hence, is
bound to play & great part in the transformation of this Dis-
trict, and open great possibilities of industrial and agrieul-
tural enterprise. The subject will be treated more fully
elsowhere,

l’hysical and Geological Features of the village,
t has been already pointed out that the village

is aituated on the confl of the Kundalika and the Gangs
rivers, It lies nearly at the end of the broad curved valley
made up on the south and partly on the West by the Kalase-'
giri and the Roha hills, and on the north, beyond the
Kundaliks river, by the Medba hills,




The Saku or Wooden Bridge over the Ganga.
(In the front Is seen the Roha-Bhira Railway Crossing. )
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The village site lies on & natural rise of ground and
Aits Javel is congequently higher than the eurrounding parts.
While the villagers are profited by this fact from the point
of view of sanitation, they on the other hand cannot avail
themselves of the supply of water from the adjoining rivers
in dsys of Boarcity. :

The chief varieties of the soil are of brown and blackish
coloar, In most parts the surroundings as well as the
underground rocks are trap, and the soil naturally is dark in
colour, Onply in & few cases the laterite red soil, com=
mon in villages eituated on the top of the hills, appears.

The rock, as has been already said, is mostly trap. The
soil in many places is soarcely as deep as six inches, and im-~
mediately below it, the trap rock can be found in tabular
masses, Nob infrequently it can be geen jutting cut from
below the surface. Its appearance in such cases is slmost
always rusty and shows the presence of iron. Red trap is
not common, slthough found here and there. Rock erystals,
foll-spar, and flint aboond in the river beds. Calcite and
Glauconite are not rare. The rock below the layer of the trap,
8s can be seen in the bed of the rapid-flowing Gangs, is of &
‘concretionary type, 1t is worn ont in places into & number
of pot-holes of vsrious sizes which show that the river flows
with a very great speed in the rainy sesson,

Rainfall and Climate of the Village,

The Konkan is & hesvily rained rica tract, and the
villages under survey is no exception to the general rule
The vicinity of the mountain covered with thick woods
makes the total rainfall heavier than on the coastal parts
of the District. The following figures are taken from the
records kept for the measurement of rain at Roha, which i is,
ooly thres miles from Roth Khurd, and msy be f.a.ken )’
reprecent the rainfall of the locality.
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© 1919 1913 1914 1815. 1916 1917 1915 - 1819 1920 1621 loox

Jam, - . .y 005 - . 008 0.0 0.28
Feb, , L 907 . 0.40

Mar. o088 U nis om

Apr.” 0T T 018 ¢ - 8.0 Co [Y'3
May- 0.4 015 ¢ 0.02 0.64. 003 7.64 005 0.10

June 27.22 44.37 25.26 37.32 29,97 35.86 12.20 26.87 11.79 36.26 28.42
July §9.00 56,90 71.50 37.50°3273 84.40 18.72 46.43 41.35 38,73 89 7T
Avg. 20.00 12.27 31.26 17.30'4L11 49.0 23,13 30-t9 13.85 38.73 12,81
Sep,: 502 - 6.75 20.69 16.03 23,15.20.15. 4.80 8.71 11.56 17.60 1877

Ot. 215 7,38 . 818 7.59 1587 843 138 283 .58
Nov., 7 017 084 21 0.78 0.02 142

Tobal 119.33127,06 168,17 115,85 137.40 167,41 67.45 121,89 80,83 13442 118.83.

The average rainfall according to the figures gquoted
above comes to 125.15 inches. If we excluds the year 1918,
the famine year, wo get 127.1 inches as the average, There is-
only one'year viz, 1918 in which the total comes to less than
70 inches, ‘This is, however, far in excess of the year 1894
which had only 50.17 inghes as the totsl rainfall. This is the-
smallest figure reported as yet, It would be interesting to-
compare the two famine years as regards the distribution and
quantity of the rainfall side by side. The following table-
gives the required figures :— ‘

i +Name of month . - 1899 1918
Janoary :to April 4.78 0.18
' May 0.20 7.54
June © 1710 12.20
July 8.42 1872
August -, 1s3t . 2818
September "V 77 @34 - 490 -
October Co 0.02 . -
November . L - 0.78
December - -
Tatal 50,17 67.45

The vary scanty rainfall in July should be noted. Simi~
larly the faet that there is practically no rain from October
to December is also noteworthy. The year 1918 ia, of conrse,.
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o famine year like 1899, which witnessed the strange pheno-
mena of bagas after bage of Bangoon rice being imported into:
this Distriot, which hasalwaysboeen the granary for the neigh-
bouring Konkan Distriets, viz. Karwar and Ratnagiri,a great
deal of unhusked and recently husked ! rice being exported
every yesr from the Mahad, Mandad, and Roha Oreeks.
The bumper erop of the year following, and the exceptionally
high rates of paddy, no doubt, compensated for the hardships.
*that had to be undergone by the people in the preceding
yeurw But the villagers say that some of the less fortunate
amongst them had to leave their homesteads to find better
employment ‘elsewhere,

From the figures given on page 10 it will be easily seen:
that tho months from Jume to September, are the rainy
months of the year, . July is the month in which the rainfall
inang given year will be the heaviest. The following table
will show the average rainfall in each month during the ' last
eleven yeara, An attempt was made to geb the figures for
the years 1902 to 1912, but without success. The average-
rainfall for nineteen - yenre preceding 1902 is also available
and is given with the average rainfall for the last eleven
years below :~—

Month Average for the - Average for 19
years 1912-1822,  years preceeding 1902..

Inches. < Inches, -
January 0.12 ‘ 01
February . 0.04 0.12
March 01 -
April 0.14 0.50"
May . 081 0.70
June - 28.68 ‘ 23.20
July 4861 - 4645
August 26.32 . . 8L.68
September ) 1488 17.39
October ., 494 ‘ 8.50
November 0.91 © 081
December : - 0.14

Total ' - 12641 124448

1. The number of rice mills has gmt.ly innunsad dmng M Iash dwo.
or three yvars in the Distriod, - ¢
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It will thus be seen that more than ‘98 per cent, of the
“otal rain is distributed over the months of June, July,
August and September. The remaining mostly covers the
month of Ootober and is useful for the sscond erop, Except in
1915, so far aq the figures for the last eleven years are con-
-cerned, we have scarcely any rain from January to April.
For eight out of eleven years there are stray showers in May;
but the total never execeds one inch, The montk of Decem«
‘ber, however, is totally dry throughout.

It will be interesting to study these figures with those
of a famine year, 8 bumper orop year, and anormal yesr, side
by side with those for the maximum,minimum and average
-rainfall.

Month Mini Famine Bumper crop Less than General Marimam,
1889 year, 1918 year, 1018 - average, average 1873,
’ 1420,
Jan. o 488 | 7.73 024 . 090 1.33 -
May. .
Juns 17.10 12,20 287 1718 28,68 2427
July 8.42 18.72 46-43 41,36 48,91 52.65
Angust 133t 23,13 30.69 18.85 28,32 50,27
September 8,34 4.9 8.71 1L.56 14338 28,57
'Oefnlh)ea:‘bn 0.02 0.78 9.05 1.88 5.86 X

Total 50.17 87.46 121,88 80.83  126.41 162,15

Wae see from the above that so long as we bave at least
11 inches of rain in June, the rice erop seems fo have no fear-
‘Only it must be continuous and must not fall sll of it for a
dsy or two only, The amount in June will naturally depen
-on whether the monsoon sets in earlier or later, But that is
not the case with the month of July. The total smount of
rain in this month must come to somewhere near 40 inches.
In 1918, the famine year, it was the scarcity of rain in this
month that spoiled the erop inspite -of a good average in
June, On the contrary in 1920, we see thab inspite of the
comparatively small total of 80 inches, no less than 41 inches
fell in July, the most critiesl month in rice eultivation, when
the ploughing and the transplanting are going on. In August
00, we have only 13 inghes, not sufficient for the growth of
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the young seedlings freshly transplanted. In September we-
have 11 inches of rain, very near the average. This explaine
why ia spite of the comparatively deficient amount of rainfall-
in that year the crops did not appreciably suffer,

The August and September rains, improve and nourish-
the grain and the straw, but as we see above, even 13 inches.
in August snd 11 inches in September may be sufficient to
given an average orop. The later rainsin September and
October are more useful to Garvi (later ) than Halvee or
earlier varieties of paddy. They may even prove harmful
to the earlier varieties, which are mainly grown in these
parts, .

Tt will thue be clear that in any given year, not only the
total quantity of rainfall, bus its distribution over the monthe
of June, July,August and September, and especially the total

- amount in the month of July must be very esrefully studied,
to get s correct idea as to i:s effects on the rice crop. -

-We see then that the main characteristics about the rain-
fall in this tract are as follows :——

(a) There is very little rain before June. On an ave-
rage only one per cent. of the total rain falls from January
to the beginning of June. o

(b) There are very heavy showers in the beginning.
This heavy rain contioues for about three months, viz, June
July and August, when more than 80 per cent. of the tota
rain fa.ls,

() That the rains practieally close in September, a
comparatively early period, as only four to five per cent, of
the total rain falls in the months of October, November and
December.

(d) The absence of raina from the N, E, Moneoon, cone
trary to what is found in the District of Kanara %,

L “inthe h ok "of the Presid A jally in

Canars, Rabi rios which ripens in the hat weather is grown, '.l‘hrit is u;llad
Vaingan Rice, The Distriot gete the benefit of the North-East Monsoon
and gots lave rain,” Moliwom, A Text-book on Indian Agriculbure, Vol MI,
poge 27,
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o Climate.

The ohmabe of the village on the whole is very chere-
“ful and healthy. Xt is true that in the months of April and
May the heat ia very severe, but the village baing situated on
+the mouth of Kundalike creek on a natural rise of ground,
wmuch of its: intensity is mitigated by the cool refreshing
breezes from the . north-west. Except in the rainy season
the climate is decidedly dry, unlike what is found on the sas
ooast in the ssme Districh, where the climate, although
bealthy, is somewhat damp owing to the large amount of
-moisture present in it, and is more enervating. The complete
absence of Malaria is probably due to the effact of the sea
breezes, It is noteworthy that in the last influenza epidemic
-the village suffered very little from its ravages, The maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures from the month of June to_
the month of October were found to be 82°F and 78° F

respectively,

‘Drainage and Water Supply,

Phere are only three wells at present in the village, The
same numbé is reported tohave existed for a number of years,
‘ageording to the village reecords, One of the wells issituated in
‘Survey No, 65,Pot No.1,and it is stated in the village records
that the water is used for drinking purposes *both by men and
cattle’. 'Thé other two situated in Survey No, 3, Pot No, 3
and Sarvey No. 54, Phalni No, 2, respectively, are said to be
used by men alone. From persons! inquiry it was, however,
found that very little nse was made of them by the villagers.
One of the wells is practically silted up by this tima, while
‘the other is on its way of doing the samein a short time,
The well in front of the village temple, called Pushkarani
gontaing water for almost eight months in a year, and is
availed of during the period to & gertain extent. None of the
wells is  Pacea-built *, All are without steps. .

The village, however, rlepends for its water-supply
mwainly on the adjoining Ganga river. As has heen atated
above, the villagers construct s bund across the river
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-every year for storing up- water near the .wooden- bridge
or Saku immediately nfter the rainy season is over. Another
bund is thrown ' ‘across the bed of ' the river; -about .@
furlong to the North, pot  for storing but for obstrueting
the salt water coming up through the'main ‘buund and
spoiling the main stores,. There is no chanam used in - the
eonstruction of the main bund, and so there is & . danger of
the sslt water penetrating through it, if allowed to . dash
against. Henoce the necessity of another bund,- - which: pre«
vents the tide coming up mesr the main bund. Even if
some water pereolates through it and approaches the main
ibund, it has got no foree hnd so cannot affect it in any way:
It seems that an attempt was made forinerly-te
-secure & permanent etore of water by means of 8 strongly-
‘built Dharana across the bed of the Ganga, . on the south-
-east of the villaga site, ot @ distance of about three
furlonge, The Dharana can &till be seen standing intact,
-except on the south, where the -embankment on the sides
‘has given way owing to the absence of strong rocks behind
jt. Itie said that it wae construcbed mainly for the
-use of the adjoining town of Roha but was given up when
the new water works at Karivana were construeted, It
eeoms that, slthough at present out of order, it. can be
ropaired at a comparatively small eost. If reconstructed, it
will not only be a boon to Roth Khurd and the surroun-
ding villages, but can be availed of by the residents of Roha,
who are fored every year to undergo great hardships owing
to the defective supply of water inspite of the ‘newly
<constructed water works, It is likely that the owners of
the fields adjoining the river might make use of it for
irrigation purposes by means of water-lifts and may grow
vegotables such aa brinjale ete. a8 is done by one or two
farmera even now with the sganty supply of water available_
In spite of the bund, however, the store of water
practically dries ap by the end of April. Then begins
perhaps the most trying period of village life, Even when
the water has practically dried up, or when what remains
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in the river- bed is nothing but mud end £lth mixed im
water, the villsagers try to .eke out the water-supply by
digging small narrow holes, called Doharas in those parts,
at a distance of about & yard from the main, now spoiled,
atore .of water. Owing to filtration, the water  whioh,
percolates through the sandy bed, and slowly acoumulates in.
the Doharas is pure enough for everyday use. For ahouk
fifteen .days before the river completely dries up women.
and children can be seen throughout the day, at times at
night too, filling by meane of Davalies,* in emall quantities
ench time, their earthen vessels very patiently while egatting
on the sandy bed. It takes nearly 40 to 50 minutes for an
earthen vessel of an average size to be filled up.

But just before the rains, when the Ganga completely
dries up, their state is simply horrible, The main business
in everybody’s life throughout the period is somehow to
secure water enough for cooking and for household purposes
from the tank at Ashtami about two miles away. As will be
seen later, there are only two carts in the village. The unfor~
tuoate villagers, therefors, have to carry the water on
their heads., It takes nearly the whole of their time and
thoy are greatly handicapped, as that is aleo the season of
their Rab and of collecting fuel and other necessaries for
the monsoon, not to mention the re-thatehing of their houses,

The Kandalika is also completely dried up in the month
of May, although aboat thres miles to the North at Dhatao,*
thero i & good supply of pure water in the somewhat deeper
bed. It is used for the cattle, which are taken thither every
evening. ' ‘

The drainage of  the village on the whole is  fairly
satiefactory, The village being . sitmated on a high level
there is naturally some erosion in the monsoon in part,
which are not  protested by embankments, Bat the fields
are very carefully embanked and the bunds kept in good

L. A cocoanutshell with & short bamboo stick serving as a handie,
%, A small village,
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~order, Inspite of the Khalati or the field area being

-divided into terraces at different levels, as is always the

-cage with rice ‘oultivation, .8 comparatively small amount of

soil is washed in the adjoining rivers“in spite of the heavy

aine Brobubly owing f0. e , watabfuf, sarg of the field
! e i A‘V"t:n;‘f
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LAND AND ITS DISTRIBUTION

Land forms one of the most important and vital
factora of production. Nay, one may say that it is the-
most important factor, especially in a predominantly
agricultural country like Indis. * In quite a Physicora-
tic fashion, the mass of Indisn people attribute to the eoil:
almost exelusive productive capacity and other industries
appear to them as more or less parasitical.’”? In the dis--
cussion. about the ecomomical condition of an Indian-
village, therefore, closa observation as to the existing
distribution of land amongst the inhabjtants, and the size,
shape and constitution of the holdings form a very
important part. Successful farming and agricultural pro-
duction depend to & very great extent on several factors:
(1) Whether the total available land for cultivation is.
concentrated in a fow hands or whether it is evenlp-
distributed between the mass of the people on an economie-
basis; (2) whether the size of the holdings is such as to allow
the holder to get sufficient return to maintain himself and
his family after working on it for all his time in s year;
and (3) whether thers is wastage of his labour owing to
the soatiered character of his holding, An attempt is made
in the following lines to embody the results obtained after
a minate inquiry in the village of Roth Khurd regarding.
the existing gonditions about this and other allied topios.

The total village area consists of 271 acres 52§
Gunthas ? of land, According to the village records the land
in divided as follows :—

1. V. Q. Kals, Indian Economios, Page 71.
1
g_ﬁ-ﬂadmm
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Extract from the Kharip Sud of the Village
Kind Ares Assessment,
- Agres Guothas - Rs, As, Pa

[T
-

Kharip Khslsa 128 21 668 15 ©
2. Rabi Khslsa 11 8 18 7 6
3, Pot Varkas Khalea. 44 12§ 14 7 0
4 5, " " 23 . 26 6 7 8
5. Common Pasture-- 14 15
6, Salt Land 5 18
7. UnderRiver-beddete. 32 26
8, Gavthan 5 34
9. Roads ete. 5 24

Qut of this about 193 acres only is oultivable, The
remaining is either utilized for some special purposes such as
roads, common pasture, snd Gavthana, ete,, or oscupied by
salt lands and river beds ete. About 45 aocres is classed as
uncultivable,

This: land is held by 52 Khal:edars or Dhs.rekaues.
The average area of each holding per Khatedar is, there-
fore, 8 sores and (23) Gunthes, Out of the 52 Khatedars
a8 many o8 24 are nop-agriculturists, while the remaining
28 are classed as agriculturists, Thus the number of agri-
culturists exceeds that of non-cultivating landlorda by four,
When we take into consideration the area of land held by
each olass, the state of affaira is quite different, The 24 non-
agriculturista hold between themselves as wuch as 113
aqree of cultivable land, while the 28 agriculturists have only
about 78 acres distributed among them. This works out
to an average holding of about 471 acres each for the
non-agricultural land-holders while the area of an average
holding for the agricultural comes to 2.85 acres,

" According to Mr. Keatinge the ares of an aversge

holding in Konkan comea to somewhere between two to three .

aores! In a typical oase he oites, viz., that of Nehuli village,
4. ** 1n will be recoguined shay, in the Konkan, the west Decoan nnd

part of Gujarad, the land has b bdivided to an
exbend, aod fr dina which ia g 11 ied ® be
intolorat The ago holding of rioa land ia bhe Konkan is only wo

z'--—}
o 34T
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. . N
Taluka Alibsg, Distries Kolaba,X: :tha totsl number of land-
holders. ia 48, of whom 19. aré. non-agriculturists snd 24 are
agrionltarists. The average holding for an agriculturist is,
however, only 3} acres in ares,while that for the non-sgrionl-
turist comes to about 8% acres! The following teble will give
& clearer idea nid to the ares 'of cultivable lsnd held by both
the classes, as ‘well aa the size of the average holding for
<ach class in both the villages :—-

Nehali, Both Khurd,
Tal Alibdg.  Tal. Roba
Total No, of holders. 48 T 52
Number of agriculturists, 24 - 28
» n non-agrivalturists 19 24
Total area of eultivable land 125 acres - 199 gores
Percentage of land held by’
*  Agrioulturists, * 4545 p. o, 4062 p, o,

Percentage of land held by :
Nop-agrioulturists.. 5456, , 5988 , ,,

Area of average holding - 2'9 acres 8.67 acres
” n » for agricultn- ' :
urists, 283 ,, 285 ,,
» » non-agricul-
e turiste. 85 ., 471,

" It will he ensily saen that the sonditions prevailing in
toth the villages as regards the distribution of land between
the agricultarist “and' the non-agriculturist classes are
very similar, Indeed, it may be taken that Roth Khurdas
is representative of conditions prevn.llmg all over the Konkln
in this respect,

Ashas already been stated,there are 52 Khatedars orland~
holders in the village. There are no Inam lands in the village;
neither are there apy joint-holdings. The following will
give & clearer ‘ides as to thesize of the different holdings:—

0 thireo acxes and Tn'aingle field of an sore In area will aften be divided
up into 8 or 9 separate plota.” Keatings, Agricaltural Progress in Western
Indis, page 70, >

1. Koatings, Agnulnnl Pnguum ern Indiq,pcgu WeS. -
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Number of holders with mors than 15aores . 15
S At .10 to 15 acres o . e
" AR BN | ) \9%10; B e reme o 2,‘
e e w, 8t08 e L
* ” ' “ » )7 to8 ", (e 0 )
» oy " 6'5‘07":,,' 1Y 8 )
Y wo on BB T4 e 1 :
n s ¢ N 4tob R P i3 .6
n ‘w .m Stod - .- 3
” ”, » 2t0 8 . .’:\ . een 5
” ” s lto2 ;,Sl eee 15
» R to 1, ien 7 ‘
0 n f,,“les!tlmn % aore Y1
- n N T | e—
‘ I Total  w.. . 562

Are the holdings stonomic 1:—1t will be acen from the
above that only 12 or '23-08 'per "cent ‘of the toﬁa] npumber,
of holdings are, of more than § acres, while an. equa.l num-
ber are of less than oneé aere. Only 9 per cent, of the
holdings ara of more than' ten seres; while abont 77 per
oent. of the holdmgu are u! Tess ﬁhan 5 seres m ares, '* -

At first ughﬁ the size ‘Qf khea holdmgs mppam qu.e
ridiculons!. And when we take into consideration the fact
that these holdings are by no meuns. to be found in one block,
but are acattered all over the village ares saf random,. the
case may well sppear to one, asoustomed to the comparatively
large sige of the holdings in_ other parts .of the Presidency
like the Deccan, almost imagioery.. - As will he seen later on,
the biggest holding in one blosk is only 4sores and 24 gunthas
in area, while the amallest dwindies into }th of a. Guntha?
If we take into consideration only the size of the holdings
existing in different parts of the, Presxdenoy‘ which is held
to be sufficient to make it econoimenl, ‘it is olear that none
of the holdlngs in the village is economicsl. But while
Aediding the minimuxa size of an esonomie holding in sny put

. of the sountry, ‘'we muat - hke into mouns msny fmt.on,

l.-mvdn.dmmngemuh ’ndgnd bxih e’ alone."—
Dv Maws, Land and Labour in & Decoan Villags, ' v
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other than the mere size of the holdings, such as the value of
the erops grown, the total yield per aore, the proportion of
land revenue and other taxes to the met produce after
deducting the expenses of eultivation, and last, but not least,
the standard of living of the people, *

According to Keatinge,? an ideal economie holding would
consist of (say) forty to filty acres of fair land in one block,
with at least one good irrigation well and & house situated
on the holding, The desirable area would greatly vary with
different parts ascording to circumstances. A gardener in the
Surat District with three acres of good garden land oan sup-
port & family in eomfort, while in a dry part of the Deccan
with poor soil thirty acres might not suffice. Dr. H. H. Mann
estimates that 20 acres would be an economic holding for &
typieal dry village (Pimpla Soudagar) in the Western Deccan
according to the atandard of life prevailing in the village
and not mkmg allowance for the uncertain elimate ?,

A detailed disoussion about the varions factors lnﬂnenomg
the size of an ideal economia holding in Roth Khard will
be found elsewhere, For the present it is sufficient to state
that taking into consideration all these factors, an economie
holding in the Konkan (excluding the coastal parts) would
consist of not less than five acres, 1f anything, this is lesa than
what would be found if due allowance is made for the sea-
sonal changes in the yield of the crope as well as the slow
but steady rise in the standard of living in these parts
owing fo the inoreasing contact with big industrial centres
like Bombay. . For our discussion, however, five acres may
be taken as the minimum area for & holding to be olassed
as economie,

Aqcording to this total, we find that as many s 76.92 per
gent, of the holdings in the village are uneconomic. It is

L *“ An economic holding is ons whish wm provido for an aversge

family ab the mi tandard of life coneid i “Dr.E.E.
Mann, hndundhhourinnl)mnvuhge.ﬁ. . -
& Keati , Rural E in the B y Deoccan, §2-8. N

s, hndmdhbourmnl)mnvmqg-,moﬂ.
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-interesting to find that, in his study of Pimpla Soudagar,
‘Dr: Mann finds that as many as 77_per cent, of the total
holdings in, the village are uneconomic: This figure exactly
tallios with what is found, in the, village under  review;
viz.,, Roth Kburd, This state of affairs is far from
satisfactory, Bul when we remember that these holdings
only represent nominal holdings, and that each is divided
into & number of separate plots soattered all over the
village at random, sometimes at a great distance from each
other, the evil becomes atill more aggravated. Their seattered
«character will be apparent from the following typical cases
ragorded in the villaga records :——

Case No, 1. «

Khate No, 18,

Name of the Khatedar :—Dharmi Dharma Mora. .- .
Total area of the holding +—4 acres 86 gunthas,
.Ageessment :~~Rs, 16-5~10 (inoluding Looal Fand).

Survey No.  Pot No, Area gontained
- . Agres Gunthas
.2 1 0 843
i 1 (] 524
5 4 0 30
5 15 1] 1n
18 -] 0 2
Bt 2 0. 83 !
52 1 1 18}
54 ] 1] 24
Case No, 2,
Khaie No. 19.

"Name of the Khatedar :—Dhondu Malu More,
Total area of the holding—8 acres 58} gunthas,.
Assessment :—Ras, 17-7-2 (including Local Fand),

Survey No.  Pot No, Area contained
Acres Gunthas.
32 2 : 0 . .26}
32 - 10 ' - 85¢
89 5 - [ 25
41 1 o 0. 81



24

Oass’ No. 3 Dy v e aey Y et i om
lene of the Khatedar :—Sanfokbai Dayal anai ’
Wotal atea of the holding 28 agres ¥ gunthg,” ' 7 7'
Wotal Assessment :—Ra, 15-2-3; (mclndmg Toeal and). o

’”Suryey No, Pof. No. "' Ares’ contsined,
v " Agres  'Gunthas,

O 0o 123
IR R N 0 73
, 8 28 o 274
S R 0 I
HCN TN . 1 0 |‘ i ‘,11} ) .
26 5 o - B 1
62 1 0 7*

Aceording to Keatinge, this * fragmentation’ is due to-
the * indireot effects of Hindu law of inheritance ¥, and to “ &
desire to provide an sutomatie method of eecuring & imathe~
matically aceurate partition of a holding amongst the heirs, ”
He adds that in addition to the fields being eplit up into a
number of fragments, * in the ease of the rice fields donsisting
of a tertaeed slope, this fragmentation is very marked, for
each heir will aim at getting a share of each terrace, and
sometimey there isaz arrangement for the heirs to take each
share ‘turn and turn about, so that the property owned by
each man in any plot of land, amounts to the right of tem--
porary pultivation rather than the ownership of landX* Itis
gratifying to find that the latter stage has not been reached
as yef in the village, nor is there any fear in the near future
of ita being approached, to judge from the custom of dividing
lands at present in vogue in the villuge. P

Let us now :turn]oar sttention to what is termed
* subdivision” of the holding. 'This refers only :to the- size-
of the holding. - J& will bo seen from the following
that fhe subdivision has gone apace in the village, But a
word pf caution 8 noecessary, while compsaring the
subdivigion in a rioe fract to other parte of the -Presidency
Jike the Deccan, It must be remembored that the oondmon.

1. lm Agricaltural Pngru in Western India.
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of rice: cultivetion and the value of the rice erop;] whick cam
support a larger numben of individuals per sere that an acre:.
of dry land dn thie Deccan, naturally . favone and tend &ewudaa
the existence of small holdingsyi =! ...~ v .. 10 :

Division into ssparate plote :—The  hamber o subdxvl-‘
sions is 288, Out of thess'8 Pot numbérs or ‘subdivisions
are covered by the common pasture and the “main road:
leading towards Kolad. These are held by 52 landholders, So-
that the average' number of plots, per .landholder gomes:
to 56. The following table will give an idea as to the astual,
conditions :— o . , .
No, of Plote No, of bolders  Average area Largesh  Smalleab

held. with this No.  per holding holding ' holding
: * of plota, ' inecren- ' ' inBores ©  inacres, '
1 12 .o, 152 o.ms
2 10 235 YR 0.97
8 8 BT~ T 18D - 0.68
4 5 ., 268 298 . 131
8 s ' B.54 X 418~ ‘L6L
3 4% €69 80 .82
8 4 6.34 . 10.80° 3.0
l 2 7.08 6 9,03
10 1 44l ! 441 A4l
i 2 9.87 , 1838 8,
18 1 1,70 11.70 1L.70
17 2 4.6 17.16 1200
B 1. 0.35 8.38 935

The plots vary in size from about four acres and a half’
to cne-fourth of a Guantha, The iollowmg table will glva a
olsn.: :dea a8 to their size :—

. Sizo of Plota, ' . Numberof Plote of esch aiza, )

Over b acres’ e .. 0

5 to 4 acres . e . 3

4608 | e 5

302 ,, ned )

2 to } aore . e .+ 48

80 Gunthas to 40 Gunthas - 28

20 to 80 Ganthas . . 88

10 to 20 Gnnthu .. we 68 ;

§to 10 ’ w48

Iaemﬁlmns "Gunthas P . 4 -
. . Tot.sl w280 -
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It will be seen that only 6'1 per cent are above two
-acres, While there ie none above five scres, About 171 per-
-oent, are between 1 and 2 acres, The reat, viz,, 77 per cent.
are of less than one acre, It is noteworthy to observe that
of these as many as 45 or about 16 per cent. of the total nam-
ber of plots are of less than five Gunthas | Farther comments
-are noedless,

Division of land according to ownership :—It has
‘been already stated that the total ares of the villags is
about 272 aores.” Out of this, land measuring about 80
scres ig given for spesial purposes snch ss Gavthana,
roads eto. The remaining land, measuring about 192 acres,
is owped as follows according to the village records :—

Acres  Guathas By what right held,
40 20 By inheritance,
25 283 By old occupancy.
18 5%  Kabje Gahan, ( Possessory Mortgage. )
7 93 Without record.
1 393 Bedawa Patraks,
The rest By Purchase.

About 80 per cent, of the land held st present by the
rights of inheritance belongs to the Mores and Borekara
-eke., the old Agree stock of the village. The remsining 20
per cent, was found to be either purchased or acquired by
the fathera or grandfathers of the present owners, and so
<8 recorded to have come to them by the right of inherite
-ance, The same is the case with owners of the land who
hold it by the right of ' old ocoupancy’. With the excep-
tion of the Bartakkes and the Gujar Savkars, all the
land held by the right of old oceupancy, it is worth
noticing, belongs to the old Agree -inhabitante, This makes
one strongly suspect that the land must bave wholly, or
-a6 least mostly, belonged to the old Agree inhabitants,
Nor is this surmise contradicted by the evidence of the
-old reaords and the testimony of the oldest inhabitants of
4he village, The guestion then arises how mnearly three-
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fourths of the remaining land passed from the old owners,
the Agrees, to the present holders, One need not seek
‘far to find the answer. If we look into the transfer of
the land either by parchase or by Kabje Gahan, we find
that almost all the transactions have been executed within
+he Imat fifty or sixty years, This clearly proves that
the land has undoubtedly come to the present owners om
account of the indebtedness of the old Agree ryots, who were
foroed to dispossess themselves of their rights in their ance-
stral lands, either by rale or as exchange for their ever-increa~
sing debts, and hand them over to the present owners, most
of whom sre shrowd Savkars from tbe neighbouring parts
In the words of Mr, Keatinge * the checks that were sought
to be placed on the free transfer of land by tbe Deccan Agri~
-eulturists Relief Act of 1875 and the Amendment to the Land
Rovenua Code of 1901, seem never to have had much effect ™',
The land coutinued to change hands inspite of them, at least in
Roth Khurd, and instead of finding the village being inha-
bited and caltivated by ‘capitalistic oultivators’ ae Captain
‘Wingate and other Bombay Rovenue Authorities expected
1o find, most of the Jand is at present held by the absentee
ls.ndho\ders who have obtained proprietory rights over t«he
land and who rent their lands to the former owners %,

There is no doubt that s few cases of extortion and
transfer of land by intimidation of the poor ignorant owners
by the Savkars for their heavy debts are included in
the land classified as * possessed without record”, It waa
but too easy for the Shylocks, selfisk and keenminded, to

+» 1*The wmost effectt ab our d for proventing
the land becoming the inheritance of a pauper, or ab least of poverhy»
stricken peasantry, is fo afford the greatest possible facilivies for ite
conveyance from one parbty to anothor, 30 thas when s onltivabor
becomen impoverizshed and by bis inability to cultivate property
deprives tte community of she wealth ié is oapable of produsing, she laud
=may gob into the hands of some one bevber able to sam inoudnnhgs
Wingate, Principles of British Land Polloy, 1834 - o
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dispossess the poor whining owners of their Iands by nunple-
mtxmdahon on snoount nf theu- fes.r of them %,

A'raas taken or Tuld far oulhuahm'—'.l‘hero are’
iiall .70 oultivators, Out' of .these only two cultivators
cultivate their own Jand. There are 25 more, who possess.
more or less land -of their own and in addition rent
other land for eultivation, The remsaining 43 are mere-
tenants and possess no land. These 70 cultivators have 192
scres of  land - divided between ' themselves for ecultivation,
This works.out toan average holding of 2 acres and 29
gunthas, From what has been aaid sbove it will be easily
seen that fhis is quite insufficient to support an average-
family. The villagers, ‘in addition to the land belonging
to their village, cultivate abont 60 acres of land from the
deighbouring villages, which alearly proves that the available-
land in the village is insufficient, For our disaussion we ehall
exclude this entside land rented by the villagers.

.. 1t hasbeen shown above that the distribution of the land
in the Village is far from satisfactory. The cause of it is not
phe absenoe of wide diffusion of ownership, but the contrary:
—aexcessive subdivision and fragmentat.mn of the holdinga,
Let us now #ee if the vxllage satiefies ‘the other condition ofi

! wholesome agrieultare’, viz,, oultivation by the owners %
¥
. .-It.will be. seen from what has been gaid above that more-
than 60 per cent. of the oultivators are mere tenants, About
80 acres or 81 per nenb, of the oultivable land is cultivated by
(. - - e e

. 1. * Whaowa wish 6o poind oab is M ﬂmlr inunﬂrml have nob
been fulfilled, They expected the of capital; but their
plans did hod ‘promobe thrif, nor did they -éondude to ‘the indepetd-

ence af the Ryoh, They looked for capitelistio eultivator; and we find
the Bowkar's serl” lExﬁmll from the Famins Ounmhdon‘l Repors.

mx)-s. G.Pago. ," “" -nd.m _.mﬂa.
&M‘A'ldadllulimof townmlnpln hndmd lpudﬂninnnn of
tultivasion by the. lhomnn)wholuam. quunlhmlm

d:ﬁnm.'ﬂ'wug,hlmiphld Roonomios, 72 ' 1. i . E
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the owners, the rest being cultivated by imere ténants, *Thi&
grodominanee of ‘tensmey is- bound to: incresse if the samé
-state of things continues, as most of the land now possessed
4y the Agree inhabitante in at . presens -mortgaged: to; the
.Sawkars, end when it passes into. their hands, & larger
number of the villagers wxll be teduced to the cbndlﬁion
-of mere tenants. i

 In Western India,” says Kestingen“pensant Iqrmeri
-dominate the situation,” In Roth Xhurd, at all; events, they
-do not. It is found that owing to most of the cultivable land
having passed into the hands of the uon-enltivating classes,
tenants form the majority of the cultivators. The same is
the case with village Nehuli* in Alibag Taluka in the . eama
-distriot, where the absentee landlords form. the - majority.
‘There are strong reasons, therefore, ta suspeot that tenancy
s on the increase in these parts to judge from the availahle
-data.

The problem of the village is thus & problem of tenancy
-and its effects un the eultivation of land, That tenancy is an
-obstacle to the best use of land i admitted on all sides?
In comparison with farm ownership, there ean be no argu-
.ment for farm tenancy aa & eystem of land tenure, Tenanay,
‘while inferior in every way to farm ownership, may not,
bowever, be necessarily an evil, if conducted under a system
which proteots the tenants, and sssures cultivation of the
#0il under proper and economical methods. As for the ‘firat
-qondition, it must be remembered that owing to the increasing
.pressura on land the tenants are unable to secure anything,

L. Keatings, Agrioultaral Progress in Western India, page 206.

2 'Almost slways tenancy is an obatacle bo the besv use of Isud ;
“for the tenant s concerned only in gmﬂng oub of it whathe can dm-ing
bia term, and is pted to hods. In the lowest
form, where the landlord does nobh(ng. and the land is simply lebt to
the tenant from year to year,” (aud this is the case in the village under
reviaw) ¢ ib resulta not only in bad Illlngc. But mmnnd tillers.’ Fawenig,
Principles of Boonomics, RIS s
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like fair rents -and after paying off the rents to the lande
lords bave scarcely sufficient left to cover the expenses of
cultivation, much less as profits,. Fixity of tenure again is-
conspicuous by its absence, most of the rent-notes heing for-
one year only. The tenants, again, have no eapital to invest.
and following strieily the ancestral methods of cultivation
are generally deficient in enterprise, In many eases, therefore,.
the soil deteriorates, and the fields are mnot properly sared
for, as the tenant fries to take as much out of the land as
possible, not being sure of the next year. To judge from the
conditions existing in Roth Khurd, it seems necessary that
steps should be taken to protect the tenants o as to secure
fixity of tenure and fixed and fair rents. The necessity of
some such messure is made quite ohvious from the recent big
tenant strike in the Pen Taluka, The sentiment is spreading
by slow degrees to other parts of the District as well and
it would be wise to devise some &uch measuve before it be

too late,

Ve In addition to the prevalence of a predominating System.
of tepancy, there is another obstacle in the way of proper
cultivation of the soil. It is the still greater fragmentation of
the holdings for cultivation, Dr. Mann,in his study of two
dry villages in the Deccan, finds that ‘in a highly sub-divided

+and fragmented village, the areas of cultivation tend to

" become larger than the ares owned.” In Roth Khurd, how-
ever, inspite of the fact that the fragmentation of holdings is
grester than in the villages studied by Dr. Mann, the areas
taken for cultivation, instead of becoming larger than the
areas of the boldings tend to become emsiler and mnller an
the following ﬁgures will show :—

1, Land snd labour in & Deccan Village, Page 46, L. -
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Holdings Areas quitivated by
\ . one man,

Number | Peragotage ] Number |Percentage.

Above 15 acres 1 1.9 2 2.9
10 to 15 scres 4 7.6 1 1.4
7tol0 3 5.7 3 4.2
St 7 ,, 4 7.6 2 2.8
4to 5 , 5 9.6, 6 8.6
8to 4 ,, 8 5.7 5 7.2
2to 8 ,, 5 9.6 9 12.8
l1to 2 ,, 15 20.8 18 25.8
$§to 1 7 13.4 14 20.0
Lioss than § acre b 9.6 10 14.3
Total 52 100.0 70 1000

It will be hazardous to try to explain why this
should happen, at this stage, unless it is found that the
phenomenon is repeated even in other villagesin the Konkan,
and unless statistios to that effect are forthcoming, In the
meanwhile, it is suggested that the following may be taken.
a8 the causes of the phenomenon thatin spite of excessive
fragmentation of holdings in the village no tendency in the
opposite direotion regarding the consolidation of large
holdings for onltivation can be seeni—

(@) The higher valus of the rice orop,

(2) The nearness to Roha, where Iabour is available and
aan be taken up easily without much hampering the-
cultivation of the rice fields,

The following will give an idea as to the fragmentation
of the holdings taken for cultivation ==



"“No, of culti=~ “Average srea -
No.ofv wators with of cultivetar’s  Largest Smallest

Plots,” " -this No, of - holding, holding. holding,
Plota,

e . , Acres Acres Acres

1 = 078 ' 89 0.05
¥ g 1.82 2.85 0.62
] 6. 232 466 0.18
4 .8 2.7 3.66 175
‘5 8 5.04: 8.87 15
.8 -8 845 6.89 1.46
7 3 8.06° 4,89 1.08
8 4 6.54 9,07 4.5
9 1 . 10,12 10,12 10.12
10" -2 8,55 4.37 2.75
13 1 46 46 . 48 -
16 ¥ - 17.5 175 116

It hag besn already remarked that the villagers eultivate
-about 60 scres of Iand- from- the neighbouring - villages of
Nivi, Both Budruk and Dhatav. The minimum distance
botween them is. 2 to 8 miles from the village, Not only
-are the various fragments of fields cultivated mot close
4ogether, but sometimes the same. cultivator will eultivate
land situated in.more than two or three villages,

Land Revenus of the Village :——An attempt was made
‘o ihvestigate intd the methods of revenue colleetion pnor to
‘the introduetion of the-original Revenue Seitlement in the
~village in 1860, but owing to' the-defective nature of the
records, no satisfactory information could be secured on the
point, We have, therefore, to be content with what we can
gather from the two reports of the_original and the revision
survey ¢ sett,lements at ptesen£ svailable, -

I. The Original Survey “Settlement was introduded in
the village in 1860. Both Khurd wasg at that time included
in the old Rajapuri Taluks- ander & mamlatdar. " Its’ groes
ares, ageording to threreport, was 283 acres. Qut of this 24
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scres Were not available for eultivation. ~The ' ﬁota.l Hidt of
the village amounted to Re, 629, the sveragd rs.he of assens-
ment per acre coming to Ra. 3 -5-8 '

Major Francis, who Wau then in ehurge of, t.ha measures
ment oparations, divided the*whole Taluka into four. groups,
according to the nature and fertility of their soils and . their
position as regards communication efe, in the manuer

«explmned in the followmg statemen —_—

Group No, of an Ohnruober, i:ouitian and
villages, Rs, peculiaritien pf the villages of
ench gronp; "
P 30 ki Rice lands very fartile;
. . Villages within a gircle
of b miles of the town
. ~ of Roha, )
11 64 7 Lands very fertilé,” but

villages distant from 8
to 10 miles from Roha,

III 81 6}&6 Situated for the most
part in the centre "of

. . " the District, . )
IV, 42 5L G6&4 Jnngly vxllages Dlst.n.nt

. from Market and, 6|ﬁ‘i-
) cult of neoess

Roth Khurd is muluded in Gronp No. , in spite of lts
“being within a cirole of five miles from the town of Roha.
Obviously the villsge lands were not considered as very
fertile and, but for its so-called position advantage, woald
bave been probably classed still lower im the list. The
maximum rate proposed for Varkas land is Re. 1 per aore,
while for the rice lands it was fixed at Rs. 7. The total
assessment for the dry landsin the village cameto Rs, 19
only. The average rate of assessment for the dry orop lands
came to As, 4 P. 1 only, For 115 aores of rice land, the
totel aszessment came to B.s. 610, Ra, 5.410 bemg the
average rate, Coam ol

3
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II, The Revision Settlement was introduced in the year.-
1898. Mr, Hoarne, Superintendent, Konkan Revenue Sur«
vey, who was in charge of the operations, combined Major
Francie’s four groups into two and proposed Re, 7 and Re, 6.
&8 the maximum rates for the rice lands, Roth, Khurd was
placed in group No, 1. The following table will give the-
necessary date for both the surveyat.

Group Maximnm rabes :bryCrop Asgess. Aver- Rice Assess- Avers
for Dry Crop Area ment age Area menbt age,

[ rive
. : Be, Re. Acres  Ras, Be, Acs, Re, R,
0.8 It V.IBT T4 19 041 115 810 5410
N. S. vV.28.7 R 11 20  113-1 B.18 662 5139 -
' - R.8No2 U. 65 28 082 N, 8 2 12—0

{l'he tofal assessment of the villige was indressed from
RBs. 620 to Rs. 719 and the average rate of assessment was
shifted from Ra, 3-5-3 to Rs. 8-18-6, an increase of 14.3 -
per cent.

The original classification was found sufficiently accurate
Yo be confirmed, but was, however, re-examined and all seri-
ous differences adjusted, Position class was applied to Rabi
and Pot Varkas and entire Varkas land to a certain extent.
This is obvious as assessment for dry crop land was inere-
ased from Re. 19 to Bs, 28. The incidence per scre of rice
land wag also increased. There was a net inerease of Re, 90 -
in the total assessment of the village,

.

1. 0. 8 =014 Burvey; N. 8 = Now Burvey; V. = Varkas; R, == Rabiz-
'8, = Bweeblands; N. = New lands, )



CHAPTER IV
CROPS AND CULTIVATION OF THE VILLAGE

'We have studied in the last three ahapters the soils, the
olimate, and the water supply of the village of Roth
Ehurd, as well as the conditions under which the land is held
and oultivated, Let us now turn our attention to the actual
erops that are grown, as well ag the trees that grow on the
unimproved land without any special cultivation. We shall
first study the trees of the village, and will then dessribe
the crops and the methods of cultivation as they exist in
the village,

The treas of the village:—Considering the proximity of
the village to the Roha mountains, which sre well covered
with trees, the comparatively small number of the trees in
the village is difficult to explain. It is probably due to the
washing off of the soil in the village for years together, which
has left the layers. of the soil very shallow.

The total number of trees is 858. Out of thess as many,
a8 94 treen are planted on the Boha-Kolad Road by the Pab~
lic Works Department so that the real number of trees is
only 264 or 0.98 per acre,

The number of fruit-trees is comparatively small, The
only tree thal is planted in the hedges of fields is Bhend
which gives every year about 8 to 10 straight shoots, which
can be used as rafters, Indeed Bhend serves the same pur-
pose in & Konkan village, aa Babn) does ina Deccan Village;
although in » different way. The Jambul -and the mango
trees prodominate amongst the trees, The following list
shows the number of species of trees found in the village:—
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Namo of Tree Number planted Number Tobal Number
in the village  plaoted of trees
: onroad in the village
1. Pruit Trees i— g

Romphal ( Anona reficulata ) 8 nil 3
Bhokar ( Cordia mawa ) - - - 1 -~ 1. C2
" Chinch ( Tamavindus indica) 1 18 18
.Jambhul ( Fugenia jambolana ) 4 31 85
Mango ( Mangifera indica) . 11 13 24
Bor or Jujub ( Zizyphus jujub) 14 -2 18
Phanas { Ariocarpus integrifolia)2  nil 2
Sita Phal ( Anona squamoss ) 10 nil 10
Shekats [ nil [}
Karanja ( Pongamia glabra) 9 14 23
Kaju(Adnacardium occidentale) il 4 4

2. Orpamental or other trees:—

Bhend ( Thespesia lampae) 180 - - 1+ 181
Vayavarana ( Capparis trifolia ) 3 nil 8-
‘Tamhana ( Lagersiraemia reginae)2 . 1 3
Asena, ( Terminalis tomentosa ) 8 nil 8
Vada ( Ficus indica ) B § T2 3
‘Chapha ( Magnolia champak) '8 . nil 3
Savar ( Bombax hepiapkyllum )} 5 8 8
Kanchana ( Bauhinia purpurea )l nil 1
fimp&l( Ficus religiosa ) 1 nil 1
. Bamboo ( Bambusa arundinaces) 4 nil o4
Umber ( Ficus glomeraia ) nil - 1 1
Payeer ( Ficus cordifolia ) nil 3 3

Total . 264 94 .

-
11
®

Implements for: Cultivation—Unlike what is found
elsewhers in the. Presidency, the implements for enltivation
used in the Konkan are comparatively few in number. Roth
Khurd may be taken as s type. This is probably due to the
fact that there ie praclically no other important crop except,



The implements of the Village,
together with the Bagali or the kishtrap and the meb { beld by the boy in his hands )
uted by the Villagers for fishing,
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rice, The plough, the levellor and - the elod-crusher are
practically the only important implements,

The soil in most parts is very light and shallow, in place&
roeky and stony; the ploughs, therefore, are generally very
light and go from 2 to 4 inches deep. Sometimes, a heavier
plough is used for opening the land for Val, practically the
only second erop grown in the village. To secure deeper
ploughing, sometimes the plough is weighed down by means
of o heavy sione, about 40 Ibs, in weight with aslit.

Considering the proximiby of the village to Roha, as well
88 the fact that & good mestalled road passes through the village
area leading o Kolad, the small number of carts, both Ohbaka-
dies? and load oarts, is diffioult to explain, The number has
never exceeded four, There is a good field for plying earte for
hire in the fair season. One of the more enterprising villagers,
who possesses the only Chhakdi and a load cart, told the
writer that he could secure a good business in fair season by
plying his cart for hire,

According to the village reoords, the number of ploughs
and carts for the different years is as follows:—

Year Plougha (Big) Ploughs {(small) Chhakdies Carta

1894-95 il 52 1 ]
1900.00 -, A9 1 1
1908-09 46 1 0
191920 51 1 2
1931-22 49 1

1928 (Mny) " 67 1 8

The leveller or toothed harrow ia the second important
jmplement wsed. It is uvsed for levelling the fields affer-’
ploughing, by smoothening the mud. It also brings to the
surface weeds that sre uprooted in ploughing,

1. For a detailed description of the plough, ses ‘indigenons Implements
ot tha Bombay Presidency’ by Bao Saked @. K. Kelkar, Department of
Agriculture Bulletin No 66 of 1914,

. 3, Aldight cark,
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"The third common essential instrument is the clod
crusher., It is used for crushing emall clods in the fair wép;
ther as well as before sowing Val,

The petare, & kind of leveller, is weed mainly 1p
repairing the lands in fair weather. It is also sometimes use
for levelling the rice beds, The number at present in tﬁ.a:

village is only 3,

There are no harrow drills or hoes, .

The following hand implements are in common uge:—

‘Marathi Name
1, Kharali
2. Koyta

3, Kudal

4, Pickav

5. Kurhad

6. Baila

7. Ghadvanehi
3, Tivai

s

.English Name and desoription.

A saw or plane-edged sickle.

Large sickle used for cutting wood and
Tahal (branches of trees) for the Rab.

One-bladed pick,

Pick-axe.

Axe,

Head load-carrier,’

A threshing bench,

A tripod sest about 9” to 10” high,

consists of a plank 6” by 6” mounted ol

three short legs, It is used by women

sit upcn while lifting seedlings in th

rice beds, It gives them a resting sup,

and prevents their clothes from getti

- dirty.

According to a house cenevs, the village possessed in May,
1923 the following implements:—
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. Name ; * - Total  Number per~ Price of Total Cost
number  Caltivator, each article. ‘
' Rs, As, RBe. As,
4. Plough 67 0.95 - 50 835-0 °

2, Kudalor Picks 54 0.77 1-4 T 81-8-
3. Orow bars 80 0.48 1-8 45-0. .
4. Axes © 87 0.563 1-8 ' b55-8"
5, Spades 87 - 053 « 2-8 92-8
6. Pick axes 2 0,03 2-0 4-0°
7. Sickles (big) 86 0.5 . 1-0 - 86-0
‘8. Sickles(small) 'n © 108 ¢ 0-8 38-8"
- 9, Oarts ' 0.06 . 50~0 50-0°
Chhakdi Iond 60-0 180-0
10. Petaries 8 0.04 - 50 - 15-0"
.11, Saws 1 10-0 10-0-
Ra. 929-0.

A complete set of implements according to the standard
*in the village consists of a plough, a Kudal, s erow bar,an
axe, a spade and & sickle, Only 19 cultivators or about 27 per
cent, of the oultivators possess such s complete set. The num-
‘ber of ploughs appears to be sufficient, if we do not take into
consideration the distribution. As many as 26 or 87 per
--cent. of the cultivators do not possess any ploughs. They have
naturnlly to borrow from others at the time of ploughing, *

The prices quoted above are according to the rates current
in the village. The total cost of all the implements tomes to
‘Ra. 929 or about Rs. 12 As, 4 each cultivator.

Other implements, such as the Bails, the Tiwai, or tha
‘threshing bench, are excluded from the above list, as they
<an be prepared locally and cost very little,

There are no carpenters or blacksmiths in the vxllage. The
villagers get their implements repaired at Roha.

The crops of the village.

1t will be seen from the Tableattached at the end (Appendm
No.l) that rice ia the main and practioally the only irsportant
xrop grown, Nagli and Vari are the erops grown on Varkas
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land, They ocoupy about 10 per cent. of the rice area. Varana
or Val is the usual second erop grown, If we exclude the year
1922-23, we have for the preceding decade the area under
this orop practicslly constant. In the year 1905-06, the ares
recoyded as under double arop reaches ite' maximum, the
year 1900-01 with 16 acres under double erop coming next.
In addition to these we have oceasional mention of Mug and
Tur (only once in the year 1905-06). About one-fourth of an
aore is reported to be under Bhendi in the yesrs 1917-18 and
1918-19. Some enterprising villager seems to have tried his
luek at water-melons in 1920-21 I learned that although the
attempt proved fairly successful, he gave it up on account of
& superstitious fear of drawing upon himself the wrath of the
village deity owing to the fact that he lost in the same year
one of his sons, ..

Unlike his brother on the Ghats where the farmer can
turn his hand to & variety of erops, the cultivator in the Kon«
kan has to depend eolely on his rice crop. This is the pecnliar
feature of the Konkan which distinguiches the tract so mar-
kedly in its rural aspects from the Decean. There is no
irrigation and so the cultivator has to depend solely on the
monsoon for his erop, He is. engaged on his farm for abont
six mounths in & year, It is true that a careful and painstaking
farmer will bo engaged at stray intervals of time in preparing
the Rab or in repairing or reconstrueting the embankments
of his rice fields which need a very oareful handling every
year, as well as in levelling them with his Patari, thronghout
the year. But as will be seen from the distribution of his time
throughout the year, the farmer op the whole, if he isto
cultivaté his field properly, has to work no less than 7 months
in & year on his field. The quality of the moil rapidly
deteriorates if the fields ars left uncared for in aummer.

As the pressure on land increases and life becomes
more 8 vain struggle to extract s starving maintenance from
the goil, ¢he eultivator has of necessity to leave the village
and mxgn.te to Bombay or oﬂm; industrisl centres to escaps
semj-starvation. Whet.her he proﬁta on the whole by this
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step or not.is another guestion., The net. result sofar as-

the effect on the land is concerned, is that the. Fields scarcely
receive the esre they badly need st his bands in the off-season,
A aulkivator in ‘the Konkan snarcely gives up land taken for
oultivation when he . nugtabas to Bombsy. -He geneml]y .
keeps his wife and children in hie ancestral ‘home, at least so
long ag be gan, He comes back o help (:hem at the time of
sowing in the middle of June. for about 8 week or so sud
agein at the time of transplnntmg in the middle of J. aly. ‘He
is sure to be found for his Ganapati holidays back in his
village home, when hs is able to supervise the crop, He will
finally return home for Divali when the threshing season is-
at its height, will somebow get his paddy threshed and
collected even at faney wages and after paying off the Savkar
return again to his field of employment. He searcely cares to
look towards bis fields again until it is high time for him to
prepare his Rab, and the whole cycle begins afresh, 1If his
wife and children are sensible, they do polleet sometimes a
‘amall quantity of cowdung and vﬂlnge rubbish and spread it
in the field for the Rab. Bat it is done only ina hnp-hszard
manner, The net result of all this is thet this onltivator-cum
millband unfite' himself for hoth the professions he follows-
His fields euffer, because he haa very little time to devote- to
them, and he can scarcely hope to rise /in his line as.a mill
lsbourer, as his attention and time are dmded between
Bombay and his native village,

The above remarks are applicable fo -those eulhvatom
who have left their village for better employment elsewhere.
As will be seen latar, fartunately as yet a very small number:
.of cultivatora have left the village.Bat it is likely that as years
pass away, mora and more of the villagers will be attracted

_towards Bombay and other industrisl oentres, by the pre-.
vailing high nominal wages, and the tightening grip of poverty
at home. The villego is at present just near the margin and is
soarcely able vo support its inhabitants, That the land under

the village is quite insufficient to give adequate employment
to the inhabitanta is quita clear from the fact thak as much as
60 acres of rice land is taken from the neighbouring villa~
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gers for oultivation, at a distance of about 8 miles. How to
#olva the problem of this would-be cultivator-sum-millhand
I8 a difficult question, But one thing is clear. So long as life
. in Bombay and other industrial centres continues to be what
it is, the oultivator is sure to look to his native village home
&8 & last resort to fall back upon in case of sickness, disease
and unemployment,
. But to return to our discussion about the ckops. The fallow
area reported reached its maximum in the year 1922-23.
It is strange to ses that the area reported as being fallow in
fhe year 1898-99 should be as low as 43 acres 6 gunthas. The
aminimum figure reported isin the year 1906-07, The area
reported in the year 1892-98 as being fallow is practically iden-
tical with that in the year 1922-23. From the year 190910
“the ares remains practically constant except in 1922-23, when
there is & sudden upward tendency, We may take it, there-
fore, that so far as extension of the present cultivable area
g concerned the village has reached its maximum limit. The
constancy of the fallow ares indicates also the sameness of
the seasons for a number of years,

Rice.

The Rab:—It has been already remarked that rice is the main
erop of the village, As soon as the rains are over and the harvest
gathered in, the farmer begins his collection for the materials
for Rab. All the cattle-dung which is stored in the round
pite around the village site throughout the rainy season, is
taken out and spread over a rectangular plot gemerslly by
his wife and children, This gerves for a bed for the seedlings
in the rainy season, The covering of the plot with cow-dung
is known as * Vadi Karave '. This work goes on at intervals
throughout the months of December, January, February and
March, Before spreading the cow-dung, the bed ia loosened by
hand-digging, This is an important operation. In the beginning
of April the farmer collects grass or small branchss, called
Kat or Tahal, lopped off the village trees and in some cases
forest troes such us Ain snd Kinjal, and spreads it over the
cow-dung;- Many farmers use the old straw from the thatohed
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Fouses' which has to be remewed dvery year instead of the
“Iahal, a8 owing to the unnecessary soverity of the forest laws
it is benommg slmost impossible for the cultivator to secure
materials for his Rab, After the Tahal is spread evenly over
-the cow-dung, the whole bed is covered with a layer of fine
dust, and in some cases water mixed with an appraciable
quantity of cow-dung is eprinkled over the dust to ensare
slow combustion, The whole is set fire to someday in the
.month of April or May either in the morning or in the
evening, The bed is now Rabbed and is ready for sowing."
Volumes have been written for or againsb the Rab.
Loarned Professors, English and Germsn, have condemned
the system not only ss being wasteful, butas useless. The
orthodox people balieve that the rabbing has becoms
‘netessary owing to the curse of God Parashram, ‘The legend?
‘runs as followsi—
»  After Parashuram had conquered the Konkan from the
Sea-God and handed it over to the Ohitpavan Brahmins for
the spiritual guidance of the Konkani.people, the Chitpawans
became very arrogant, They became so oppressive and licen-
tions, that Parashuramin the end had to take sway his promiseé
of immortality, and make them mortal like other men, One day
while Laxman, his younger brother and disciplé, was walking
-on the red laterite rooks of the Konkan thinking very deeply
about the treachery of the Ohitpawans in disbelieving the
-power of the almighty Parashuram, his elder brother appro-
athed him, The moment, however, Parashuram came to his
-side, Laxman began to denounge him in the most insolent
manner without any apparent oause, and acoused him of
deceipt and ingratitude after all his personal devotion and
obedience for 50 many years, The all-knowing Parashuram
immediately divined the cause of his anger, and without &
word took him up on the top of the a.dJo\nmg mountain on
the black soil. The m t L tepped on the black
«oil, he ropented of his arrogance ‘and disobedience and begged
Punhumm to excuse him, Pamshnra.m agam took him

l. Arihwr Syawford, Logends of the Konkan, page 86 -
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on the rod laterite aoil of the Tal-Konkan, when Laxman
immediately became more turbulent than before, Once more
did they ascend the top of the mountain when Laxman
immediately repented of his foolish action and “ wallowed in
the dust in remorse,” Quoth Parashuram very calmly, *Bro-
ther mine, it is the fault of the soil ( Jaminicha Guua Ahe )
and not yours, See what will happen when I sprinkle this
laterite goil on this black soil path on which we are standing.™
So saying he sprinkled the red laterite soil of the Tal-Kon-
kan on the path and asked Lexman to step omit. The
moment Laxman touched the soil with his feet, he again
began to revile his master, and repented of his action as soon
an he stepped back on the black soil. * Behold, Lakhu, said
1 not truly ’tis the fault of the treacheroussoil I oried Para«
shuram, Whereupon Laxman in his wrath cursed the eoil,
saying * Jalo” ( or May it be burnt ); but Shree Parashuram,
in the kindness of his divine heart, qualified the curse, * Jalo-

pun piko I ( May it be burnt, but let it be fruitful ), .
Many substitutes have been tried for Rab by & number of
scientists, Experiments with various kinds of manures, such
as ashes, fish manure, nitre, sulphate of Ammonia, oil
cakes and others, were carried on by modern experts like
Dr.Mann, Prof. Knight and otheras to see whether it would be
possible to dispense with the apparently wasteful method of
Rabbing by the direct application of manure to the soil.
‘Whether it is due to the curse of Laxman or to the peegliar
properties of the soil, all have in the end agreed that at least
for the trap soils of the Konkan, where the rainfall is heavy
and the monsoon breaks in with full force all of a sudden
without allowing sufficient time for the manure to decompose,
Rabbing is the only and the best method of eultivating rice.
The effact of burning Rab material on the seed-bed is not so
much manurial as physical. The following sdvantages are
claimed for the method of rabbing:— ‘

1. Babbing loosens the soil and separates the particles,
2. Owing to ita very high temperature it promotes certain
chemioal combinations of the different constituents of the-
soil, which is very beneficial to rice cultivation.



Uprooting for transplantation,
( Mark the Virle, villagers’ umbrella, lying on the ground. )
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8. It kilts harmful bacteria.
4. 1t gets rid of the weeds by burning their zeed,
Sowing:— After the seed beds are rabbed, they are ready for
-gowing, As soon as the raine set in, the seed beds-are hastily
ploughed and the seed broadcasted, On an average about 8 1bs.
are sufficient for 8 Guntha ( 1/40th of an acre ) of seed-bed,,
and about seven Gunthas of seed-bed are required per acre of
oultivation, The sced can be sown with the firat signs of rain,
and if the rain holds off, artificial watering can be given to
the small pateh for & few days. When the seed is sown before
‘the raine set in, and finely mixed up.with the ashes of the
.Rab, it ig ealled *Dhul Vapha’ or sowing in the dust,
Uprooling:—After about a fortnight or eo, if the rains ars
continuous and regular, the young seedlings grow sbout a
faot tall, If they are healthy and wellgrown, the bed has a
dark green tolour. If the rains are insufficient, or the bed not
properly rabbed or manured, they have a yellowish tinge.
They are then uprooted. If the seed-bed is properly rabbed,.
-the operation of uprooting is comparatively easy. If not, it is
rather difficult to uproot the young plants without hurting
their delicate roots, The uprooted seedlings are bound in small
bundles ag shown in the illustration. The women use a sort of
tripod-stand to rest on while the work of uprooting is going on,
1t is called Tiwai, and it aleo servea the purpose of preventing
their olothes from being spoiled, The up-rooting proves a heavy
taak, if the soil is aticky and illunanured and the roots have
gone deep, The bundles are then taken to the fields which are
.in the meanwhile made ready for transplanting by repeated
‘ploughings with a light plough, described elsewhere, It is
a oharacteristio of this tract that a great number of buffaloes
are used for ploughing. The fields generally get two oross
plonghings, by which time they are puddled into thin mud.
In the process of tillage, the stubbles and weeds and remnants
-af previous vegetation disappear,
The operations of uprooting are always periormed in the

‘morning uptil 10 A. M,, when the labourers go for their break-
fast. In some cases it may even continue uptil ¥ P, M,
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Transplanting—This is perhaps the most oritioak
operation, As has besn already shown elgewhere,if the rains faib
at this time, there isno hope ofa good orop, "The seedlings are
planted by women by hand, the root-ends being simply forced.
into the soft mud,” Single transplantation is totally unknown.
in these parts, Generally two to six seedlings are planted
together at intervala of 6" to 8”. The number depends on the-
strength and vigour of the seedlings. The regularity and deft--
ness with which the work ig done is astonishing, For uprooting
seedlings, carrying o the field and planting, 12 to 15 men
and women are required for one acre per day, The workers are
protected by & simply-cobstructed Virlen ( shown in the
illustration ) from the heavy rains in which the work
is generally condudted. The Virlen is made of Bamboo strips
and overlapping leaves bound securely and eo shaped that it.
ocovers the head snd back, Immediately after planting, the.
seedlings stand in water with their tops just above it. In
a week or s0 they take root, After transplantation the only-
care required is to drain off the water from time to time to
allow the women to remove any weeds that might have
sprung up. But if the water is sufficient, little weeding is.
required. The fielde are generally dry by the time the arops
are ready.

Harvesting and Threshing:—Most of the varieties planted -
are Halvi or early. They are generelly ready for reaping-
by the middle of October, Reaping is done with a sickle
and close to the ground. The cat crop is laid in open bundles-
of sheaf-size, In some cases they are exposed to the sun
for & fow days. After the crop is completely dry, it is bound
in big bundles known as Bharas. An able-bodied labourer camr
¢arry with difficalty on his head one Bhara. Thess Bharas are
then stacked in & heap called Udve. The grain is nearly all-
easily separated by beating’ small united bundles ealled
Machundas or Gundies onaboard, A large gunny eloth is
spread somewhere in the field, on which is placed the Baok or
threshing bench. Sometimes a portion of the field is specially
prepared for the purpose by spreading s layer of bard Murum,
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wetted witha mixture of cowdung in water, and beat for along:
time with a wooden beater or Chopne, This is finally covered
with another layer of cowdung mixed in water. The ground
thus prepared is ealled Khula. A few vigorous strokes on the
threshing bench will separate the grain from the bundles, The
straw is tied up into neat bundles after threshing and stacked.
Yield per acre:i—A full yield of paddy under favourable
conditions of rainfall varies between 18 Mda.to 1} of a Khandi
her acre, The quantity of the rice-straw varies in outturn
with the variety.Coarse varietes have long rank inferior straw.
Two tons of straw per acre are often obtained, The straw is.
much used for thatching the houses. It is renewed every year,
and the old straw, called Kembali, is used a¢ Rab material,
The following js an estimate of the cost of ecultivating an.
aere, both for & capitalistic farmer and a working dultivator,
for an acre of transplanted land in a village where Rabbmg
in practised on & very large somle:—
With hired labour ~ With coltivator®a.

. own labonr,
Coat of preparing seed-bed, . Ru = As. Ry, As
arranging, burning Rab, -
hand-digging, levelling,
sdwing seed and eovering,
with the aost of seed at
current rates  * 4 o0 .10 O
Ploughing and puddling
fields;—
(8) Ukhalana or first
ploughing, 2 0 2 o
(b) Ber or cross-ploughing 1 0 1 0
(0) Puddling 2 0 2 o
Labour for transplanting 8 o0 6 O
Reaping, bundling, carrying
and threshing. 8 - 0 5 0
Total 385 0 26 0
Assesament 5 12 5 12
40 12 3L 12
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dncome—
" Value of grain (Average’'one Khandi
at Be, 55 per Khandi ) 55 0
Value of Straw (Averagé 500 bundles
at 40 bundles per rupee ) 12 8

67 8

This shows a net return to the capitalisi farmer of Rs. 26
_As, 12, snd for a working oultivator Re, 85~12--0, It must be,
however, remembered that the cultivation in the village is
-mainly carried on by tenants who rent. their lands from the
absentee Jandlords and that, there are practically no eapi-
talist farmers, . The fow persons who own their landa in the
-yillage are working cultivatora, It will be seen that for a
“tenant who works himself with bis family oa the land, the
total expense of cultivation: per acre:comes to Rs, 26, The
rent that he has generally to pay to the absentee landlord
-ig settled in kind and fixed at 10 maunds of paddy. In some
~cages an additional rent in the form of 250 bundles of straw
per acre is ted from the t te, But generally a large
portion of the tenants keep all the straw to themselves, If we
-exclude the straw, this hardly leaves any balance to the
cultivator in the form of paddy. The question then naturally
arises a8 fo why the tenants cultivate the lands, It is proba-
bly because of (1) the strong attachment to the soil which
once belonged to their ancestors but has now passed from
-their hands to. the Savkars, (2) the few days’ maintenance
aftor the harvest, (3) the possession of straw which gives
them a means to reap all the profits from their cattle, and (4)
-employment for st least four monthe for all the members of
the family near their honses. The strong eonservatism and
the almost insuperable reluctance to leave their native village
unless forced by starvation probably play s great part in
keeping the tenant to the soil in spite of semi-starvation,
Nagii.
Next to rice the second important crop grown in the
~village is Nagli. Nagliis grown either in the Varkas lands or
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lands which are too light for rice and cannot be terraced on
account of their stéepness. Like rice, Nagli ecan be grown
vigorously oaly on lands which are rabbed, The process of
Rabbing is very similar to that of rice, already described.
The soil is ploughed twice soon after the firat rainfall, and is
again ploughed after & week's interval, The other processes
are similer to those of riee,

The area under Nagli in the village has varied very
greatly from year to year. In the year 19067 ouly 12 gun-
thas are reported to be under the erop, while in the year
1921-22 a8 many as 18 acres are said to be oceupied by it. The
same is the case with Vari. ’

The expenses of cultivation per Gantha come to about
four annas, two annas for ploughing and two annas for other
sundry labour, This works out to Rs. 7 As, 8 per acre of
cultivation, The average yield per acre, according to the
information supplied by the villagers, varies between 11 and
18 Maunds, At the curent rate of Nagli this gives Rs, 18 as
the gross income per aore for grain, The straw is used in some
oases as fodder, but is of & very inferior value. The income
for the straw per acre may be put at Rs. 2. This gives a net
profit of Re. 10-8-0 per acre, excluding the land assessment.

: ' Vark .

Vari like Nagli is a Kharip erop and is raised from Rab
seedlings, The cultivation of both the crops is muoh alike,
While the seedlings are growing tha field is ploughed three or
four times during the first three weeks of the rains, Aboutone
1h, of seed por guntha is broad-casted on the seed bed and five
to seven Gunthas of seedbed will farnish seedlings sufficient
for an acre of cultivation for transplantation. Transplanting is
done very carefully similar to Nagli or rice, The number of
seedlings planted together in ona whole depends upon their

strength, If they have grown vigorously in the seedbed fewer
are required.

No extra manuring is necessary; the residue left after the
previous orop is gathered is sufficient, If transplanted in July,
it becomes ready in October, A long stubble is generally left

4
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in the field after the harvest is reaped, the straw having no
economic value, except ae & Rab material, )

The yield per scre issimilar to that of Nagli. The
expenses of cultivation per acre also approximate to those of
the same, except that the crop needs one weeding more, The
straw having no commercial @lue, the net profit per sere
-‘works out to Re, 8/— for a working cuitivator. Nagli and Vari
are not grown on lands rented in the village,

Both Nagli and Vari are used by the villagers as a-staple
food in-sddition to rice, It is also used on fast-days by
the middle and the richer classes.

Val ' .

It would be seen from thetable given in Appendix I that
the area reported under double crop varies from 16 acres and
5 gunthas in the year 1905-06 to 1 acre and 10 guothas in
1920-21. Owing to' the beavy rainfall, one would expect a
larger ares under double’erop, But Valis the only second crop
grown in the village, although, as has been remarked, there
is an oceasional mention of Mug and Tuar, It must be remem
bered that the most snitable soil for the Rabi erop of Valis
either black or elay soil, very retentive of moisture and if
possible -situated in a lowlying damp situstion, It will be
ensily seen from what has bsen said in this and a preceding
chapter that the soil of the village is searcely suitable for the
growth of this sscond crop of Val. It is by no means retent~
ive of moisture, and moreover most of the fields lieona
natural rise of the ground, This makes it almost impossible for
the sail to retain moisture for any length of time after the
rains are over, and so renders the raising of this erop imposs-
ible, to any appreciable estent,
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.- CHAPTER V.

. THELIVE STOCK OF THE VILLAGE. .

Next to the soils and the erops of the village, the live
wtosk forms an important ecomomie factor, and deserves a
great deal of investigation if we want to have s real insighe
into its economio condition, After 'a minute house to houst
inquiry it was found that the village possessed cattle number-
ing 28L. The average number per family comes to about 3.
It will be geen from the following table that this number is
slightly in excese of that for 1919~20, The tendency on the
whole is towards an inoresse,

1894-95 1900-01"1908-09 1519-20 1923

Bulloeks and Balls 54 37 38 B0 60
Cows 22 34 38 37 39
Calves 27 24 88 42 82
He-Buffaloes 56 50 &6 61 70
She . ’ 20 16 20 - 12 19
Buffalo-Calves. 9 K 13 11 11

Total 188 - 168 199 218 231

The large number of buffaloes should be noted. The

number in 1900-01 seems to be affeated by "about 11 per eont.
- by famine, ' .

Qut of the 76 families as many ae 18 or about 24 per cent,
do not possess animsla of any kind, It must be remembered,
bowever, that one of these is & beggar, onean old woman
eupported by her son who works in Bombay, while 6 are mere
labourers and till no land. Out of the remaining 10 families,
who either own or oultivate sbme land, two are regularly
engaged elsewhere, one at the Tata Company 88 & fitter, and
the other in & wine shop at Rohs, and so consider agriculture
as & by-industry, to be managed by their wives and children.
One, again, ia s widow who gets regular inatalmenta of monet
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from ber two sons working at Bombay and Basra, and looke
upon sgriculture as & pastime. She can very easily afford to-
take on hire plonghs in the rainy season, even at fancy rates..
The remaining do not cultivate more than 1} aore each. These-
families can scarcely be classed, therefore, as sgriculturists,
As will be seen from below, sll who follow agrioulture as a
sorious pursuit are well supplied with cattle.

. Only 29 or 30 per cent of the total number of families-
possess milking animals. This is by no mesns a satisfactory
state of affaira.’ There are 44 families who possess one or more
working animsls. The total number of oxen and he-buffaloes
in May 1928 stood at 60 and 70 respectively, The distribution
of - working animals, however, is far from desirable, there
being as many a8 10 outof the 44 families who boast of

“only one bullosk or he-baffalo, So the remaining 120
working animals are divided botween 34 families. These of
course let out their ploughs, bat not unless their own work is
over, to their neighbours,

If we take, however, the village as & whole, we have 130
working animals for 121 acres of the available paddy
land. Including the addifional 60 acres of outside land
that the villagers at present cultivate in addition to village
land, we get about three acres for each pair of working
animals, & very satisfactory state of affairs, The villagers hold
that a pair of bullocks put in 1} times as much work aga.
puir of he-buffaloes. The buffalo is somewhat slow snd diffi-
cult to manage, while ploughing. The quality of the work
turned out by a pair of buffaloes, however, is far superior to
that of the bullocks, as deeper: tilling is ensured on account
of the buffalo’s greater stamina and strength, and more than
compensates for the deficiency of the volame,

The common pastare of the village comes to about four-
teen and a half acres. Adding to this area about 40 acres of
<Varkss land, which is generaily available for grazing, we get
54 aores 16 gunthas aa the total area available for grazing,

1., We shait have to refor to thin while disonssing fufant mortalisy, -
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his is quite insufficient for the compsratively fair pumber
-of cattle existing. The available grazing area consists mostly
-of rocky grou‘nd and ean afford but a scanty sapply of fodder,
The grassis coasrse and not of a very superior quality.
“The grazing is found only during the rainy season, and gene-
rally lasts for abont two months more, For sbout a fortnight
in the beginning of the monsoon, untilled rice fislds afford
a nice grazing, From July to November; the bunds of the
rice fields, often as broad as four feet, supply a great deal of
fodder, The grass is sometimes well grown, and can be cub
and baled either for immediate use or for storing. '
From the beginning of January, however, the condition
-of the cattle becomes guite miserable. The rice and the
Naobani straw is given generally to the working animals
and the cows and she-buffaloes in milk. The dry eows
and the young stock, except those which are more or less
depending on their mothers’ milk, are let loose to roam abous
in gearch of food and pick up what they eau find throughout
the day irrespective of the limits of ownership,
The water supply 20, as has been already pointed out
elsewhere, is quite defeative, The Kundaliks and 'the
“Ganga practically dry up by the middle of April, and
what drinkable water there remains in the bed of the
-Gangs, on account of the bund erected by the villagers to
prevent the tide coming up, is searcely sufficient and suitable,
Not only this, but for more than a month or so it is no more
than & revolting mixtare of mud aud filth. I have personally
witnessed not a fow of the idle and indolent ownera coaxing
their eattle to accept the disgusting stuff as drinking water,
.and the cattle with a better sense of sanitary requirements,
stoutly refusing to drinki The more sensible and careful owner,
of course, takes his cattle to Dhatao, about three miles away,
where in the deeper bed of the Kundalika a good supply of
water is still available, But on the whole, so far as the sapply
-of fodder and drinking water is concerned, the condition of
the o;\‘.hle is pitiable in the extreme dnrmg the hot-weather
amonths,
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It will bo seen from the above that the inadequate. supply-
of water and the scarcity of fodder dominate the situation..
In addition o these the trying heat in the months of April
and.May affect the animals,, especially the buffaloes a great-
deal, ,Systematic oattle-breeding is particularly - abeent,
No care, is taken about mating. Aea result the breed:
is stunted, pigmy and poor. The cowsespecially are very poor
milkers, and give on an average ahout one seer of milk per
day for six or seven months during the year. They are looked
upon more as breeders of draught animale than milkers. The
she-buffaloes on the gonirary are fairly good milkers, giving
from four to five seers of milk per day. They are generally
given about two seers of Mshadi—a goarse kind of red ricer
boiled and mixed with sometimes abont half s seer of rice huek-
The mixture is known ag Khichadi, In tha month of Novem-
ber, and at times througbout the year, they are given the
stalks and turfles of Varana, ealled Guli in those parts, After
five or six months, however, the animals become practically
dry, owing to neglect and want of adequate supply of fodder
and drink, There is no resson why the villagers shonld not
make & decided effort to develop the dairy industry on more
systematic and rational lines, when, they have & good ready
market at Roha .within easy reach. A successful dairy
industry at Padam, snother villaga near Roha, where eimilsr
conditions regarding the supply of fodder and water prevail,
has made its inhabitants very prosperous, Careleseness and
lethargy are probably more responsible than the difficnltics
of the situatioh.

The buffaloos are asomewhat short and activé breed and
are pxtensively nsed as draught animals, This is & ohara-
eteristic of s Konkan village, Some of the bullocks have-
been bought from the Hed from above the Qhate, but
it is said that they do mob stand the heavy rainfall as well ss
the local Konkan breed, .

There are no horses, goats or sheep in the village.
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Generally all the work cattle are castrated.® Castration
8 earried on b{y the process of maolling, In this method the.
glanda are destroyed by beating er crashing with ‘a heavy
‘wooden mallet, The Mangs from the. neighbouring village
have a monopoly of this work, there being no people belon-
ging to these classes in the village itself as pointed out
elaewhers, They are paid at the rate of As, 6 per ballock
and As, 8 per buffalo in addition to one seer of rice each.

The people seem to be somewbhat practical. so- far as the
use of she-buffaloes, which are sither permanently barren or
are 8o for more than thres or four years, as draught animals
iscongerned,? Of course owing to religious soruples nobody in
the village would ever think of {reating & barren cow in the
8aMO Way.

Poultry.

About 59 familiea out of the total number of 76 possess a
greator or less number of fowls. Thae total number in May
1928, aocording to the house to house ceusus taken, stood at
241. This means that on an average each family has 8 fowls.
Now, unlike what is found in a Europesaa® or American village,
where cattle are looked upon not only as draught and milking
animals, but alsoas & source of meat and where, while discussing
the problem of live atock in Agricaltural* Eéonomics, wehave to
Iay great stress on the economia methods of the quiok growth
and fattening of the animals, the proper methodsof slaughter~
ing and packing the meat, the utilization of the by-products
eta., in an Indisn village the only mdum-y other than the

LS&W Kuwight's “l'he Valug of Castration nl ﬂmDomanllookﬂ
Balletin Ng 63-1914,

B.“lnmplﬂln!“ the p L mead this Aiffionlty
{vis the mainb ddnughﬁ fmals) by working their cows oven when
ﬂnym lnmllh"ldm A Note on Cattle in the Bombay Presidency

P 1 Bulletin Na, 86 of 1017 page 6,

8, The Unlhd States, Argentine, Australia, Canada, New Zuhndmd

Denmark, are the ohis! live.stock countries of the world.

&, Pags 865, Boyle, Agriculbural Economies.
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sowing and gathering of the corn that the farmer gan follow
both as & source of food snd a mesna of supplementing his
gesnty resources is the proper rearing and management of
poultry. The soil near the river is dry and sandy and is likely
to be suitable for an ideal poultry farm if an enterprising
villager gets it into his head, ’

A young fowl generally fetches from four to ten anoas
while a full grown up one brings in about a rupee and a half.
An ogg in the fair , When ication with Bombay
is easier, fetches about an anna each,

-The fowls are mostly of the usual kind found in thelo
parts. Most of the hens are sitters. The villagers, however,
often’ cannot resist the temptation of disposing of the best males
for a fanoy price in the brisk season, notwithstanding that the
breed thus on the whole deteriorates, '

What is the live stock worth i:—There were, a8 bas been
stated above, 281 animals in the village in the month of May
1928. The following is a more detailed atatement ;—

Cows (Ary)...cseereessesnsns2d .

TUPRI——.
She-buflaloes (dry) ......12
She-buflaloes (in milk)... T
He-buffaloes, ; vereesremsenes
Buffalo-calves....censeneees11

Total = 23l.

Out of these one bullock and one he-buffalo were taken
on hire —on Vafaand so must - be exeluded, At the rates
existing in the village, baged ont minute personsl inquiry and
rocent sales both in the village aud from the Hed, the total
valuation of the whole stock comes to Res, 7 615. s fairly
large ﬁgnre, a8 followa: .

1. In the recent World War the Duotch and Danish farmers amassed
ingly large It by eupplying eggs and mest to she belligecend
nations - cet
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15 Bullocks &t Rs. 50 per. animal.....cseeiceesesnBa, 750
40 Baulls foy ploughing at Be, 45 per bull......  ,, 1800
4 Boulls used for Chakdi and cart, al'. Rs, 70 each,, 280
82 Calves at Ra, 10 each. s 320
24 Cows (dry) at Rs. 15 each.cccccrescacerecsvsosen 5. 360
15 Cows (in milk ) at Ra. 35 each...... .y D25
12 She-buffaloes (dry) at Re. 80 each...... . 4 360
7 . » inmilkat Re. 50 eache.eeeeses 5, 350
-69 He-buﬂ'&loes at Re, 40 each.....cesmeccsensenns 5 2760
11 Boflalo-calves at R 18 €80h.cusererseseracen o - 110
Total . . Rs. 7616

The honsing of the cattle.

The housing of the eattle, it must be ndmltted is fau:ly
adequate, most of the owners who possess a large number of
-snimals having separate cowsheds, The average area of a nor-
-ma) shed comes to about 300 sq. ft., 88 0an be easily seen from
4he table given below:—

Area! in 8q. £t Nuamber.
400 to 5CO 1
300 to 400 ; 8
200 to 800 9
100 to 200 b
Below 100 [N 2
*Total 26

;A majority of the sheds have mud walls, an open enclo-
sure heing infrequent.. The floor is made of hard Murum, which
is generally remewed every year, Formerly it was nsual for
‘the villagers to keep their cattle in their fields at night during
'the fair season, This custom seems to be partly given up. There
is no arrangement. in the cowsheds for eollesting cattle urine
to be utilised as manure, a valuable part of it thus being lost.
Unlike what is found in a Decoan village, & very small portion
of .the cow-dung is used for oakes, a greater portion of

it being required for the preparation of Rab - the rice seed,
bed in the fields preparod ia the summer —~ which has been
already desoribed. .

* L ¥rom pereonal inquiry,




- CHAPTER VI

THE PEOPLE 0F THE VILLAGE

We have ulready studied the physical, “geological and
the‘olimstic condition of the village. We have also gone
through ‘the rainfall, the main crops, the implements of
caltivation, and the live stock of the village for a number of
years and' have recorded . gome ‘valuable information, Now
Wwe turn our attention to the people of the village; because
it is afterall the  personality of the agrioulturist, his grit,.
energy and his moral fibre that counts most. Nature may
bless a particular provinee with all her abundance; but if the-
agrigultural population is totally devoid of intelligence, indu--
stry‘and initiative, the advantages sre likely to remain:
unavailed of, It is, therefore, a very interesting and important -
part of our inguiry to study the people, their manners and
social customs, ‘along with their eeonomic eondition, Are.
the people, as revealed from the close personsl inveatigations,.
able t0 make the two ends meet ? Have they got sufficient-
incentive and food to exert themselves to the utmost? Can-
they ever hope to rise above the struggling level by dint of
hard and systematiclabour'? Is there any room for immediate
improvement in their ways of life ! Are the general health
and the sanitary condition of the village as they should be 2
Ares the majority able to live in * comfort’ according to their
own standard of life ? - Theee are some of the guestions that
must be answered correctly if our investigstions are to prove-
of any avail. An attempt has boen made in the present and
the next chapter to give an adequate ides as to their present-
aocial, economie and panitary eondition. The figures were
obtained after a minute house-so-house imquiry, with the eo-
operation of & few intelligent villagers, Thoy were tested-
and corroborated, whenever possible, with the help of Govern-.
ment Recorde. The writer himself lived for more than two-
months in the village and made himself very familiar with
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the people. This enabled him "'to get. information’ which.
somewhat eantiops villagers are not prone to give easily. Her
has been in general eontact with the people for more than.
five years, and has bad many opportunities of minutely obs-:
erving their ways of life, The people owing to various reasons
are very suspicions, especially. when they find that inquiries-
regerding their snnual incomes and expenditures are so zealo--
usly undertaken. The villager is quiek to scent even in thoser
innocent inquiriesa preliminary stage of a new tax or perchance:
another campaign for recruits } A very cautious and skilful.
handling only will suceeed in coaxing him to. be more eonfid-
ential and in dispelling his somewhat just fears and resent-
ment, before he gives confidential anawers to such inquiries.

According to a bouse-to-house census undertaken in the.
month of May 1928, the village contained 76 families, with &
total population of 846 souls, With the exception of twa Bhan=
dari families, all the inhabitanta belong to the Agree caste.
The Bhandaries, whoare generally found in the coastal garden,
villages in the district in great numbers, hava followed for
genorations together the profession of the extraction and sale
of Toddy~country liquor, One of them owned formerly the-
liquor shop in the village until it was abolished six or seven-
years ago, He naturally made a great deal of money in his.
profession, the Agree villagers always being his willing and:
eager customers, He has lived uptil now on what .he saved,
and by this time has been reduced fo the i
lovel of the village., He has, however, the unique advantage
of being the only literate adult, and on actount of his shrewd-
ness and  business capacity, has become the common referse
of the whole village, whether for drafting the mortgage or the-
sale deeds or for sound advice in matrimonial and family
disputes, He has mansged to outshine aven the yillage elders,.
who are generally the natural leaders of the village and the
Mulki and Fousdari Patils who always have their own way-
in other villsges. Tha manager of the only other Bhandari
fa_x;nily i8 an old man who bas opsned a tea-shop on the road.
side, .
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As® stated above, more than 95 per cent of the pop-
-alation are Agree by caste, Out of the 74 Agree families, it
is noteworthy to remember, not less than 58 are Mores®,
-the rest having surnames such se Daces, Bhois, Minminas,
and Borkars, There are no Mahomedsans or Jews, neither can
we meet here the inevitable Marwadi money-lender. The
proximity to Roha where the villagers can easily secure the
-necessary losns either from the Marwadi, Gujar or the Bra~
<4min Savkars, probably accounts for this. The fotal absence
of the untouchable classes is algo not less striking, The villa-
gors firmly believe that the presiding deity of their village
gite cannot tolerate the presence of the untouchables, and
would be very angry if the site is polluted by their stay, It
ds interesting to remember that the Gaothan (village site)
s not polluted if the untouchables visit it by day. Only they
-ghould not'pass any night within the limits of the Gaothan.
The real reason, however, seems to be that the usual work
-of the village to be managed by the untouchable classes, to
wit the xemoving of the dead bodies of the cattle, castration
-of theyoung bullocks and he-buffaloes ete., has been managed
probably from the very establishment of the village by the
‘Chamars and the Mangs of the neighbouring villages, there
‘being insufficient work to support even s few families of the
untouchables in the village itself, This superstitious belief in -
the likes and dislikes of the presiding deity of the Gaothan
is & characteristia of the Konkani agriculturist, Not a few
-of the village sites have been ecompletely given over simply
-hecause the village magi ordained it 0.’

The total population of the village®, as has boen already’
stated, stood at 846 in the month of May 1923, distributed
according to castes as fgllows:—

1. From personal investigation. '
2 A smame,

3, From personal inquiry.
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No. of
Oaste _ Families Men Women Boys Girls Tobal
Agree Uo74 103 108 67 ' b4 332
Bhandari 2 5 3 4 C 2 14

Boys above the age of 16 years are classed as adults,
Girls who were married and were living with their husbands
were also counted as adults, As Dr. Mann remarks in hie-
* Land and Labour in & Decoan village,” in an Indian comm-
unity girls very early take up the full duties of a grown-np-
womsan generally about the ‘age of 14 or 15 and the Agree
commaunity in our village is ro exception to this general rale,

It will ba interesting to compare these figures with those:
of the preceding three censuses.*

Year Men Women Total
1861 _ : - 376
1801 188 188 876
1911 169 163 832
1921 144 . 152. 296
May 1923 Men 108 Women 111
v Boys 71}179 Girle 56} 167 346

The low figure in 1921 is probably due to the direet and
indirect effects of the famine in 191819, when, aceording to.
the account of the villagers, a large number left the village in
search of better employment to make up the debts incurred
and went to Bombay.

Two points ara worth emphasising. Firstly, except
in 1921 the numher of males either equals or exceeds that
of femalen, If we take the average for four years, the total
number of males slightly exceeds that of feraales, Secondly,
the average number of men, women and children per family
comes to 1'4, 1'5, and 17 respectively, The average number
of persons per famliy is 46, The largest family econtains
a8 many 88 13 members, haviog 8 men, 8 women, 5 boys

1, From G Village Reoord
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-and 2 girls; while there are no less than 4 families havings
‘solitary male or fomale member, It may be stated, therefore,
that go far asthe homogeneity and the balancing of the sexes
are concerned, this village is very much like a typical village
“in the Decoan,

The following table gives the birthand the death rate
dor the last ten years,

Births, Deaths
Year Male Fema's Total Male Female Totwl
1911 18 K:] 1T 4 3 7
1912 6 3 9 1 9 10
1913 10 12 . 22 9 8 12
1914 8 8 17 9 '8 17
1915 10 9 19 B 3 § 7 18
1918 10 8 18 B ] 8
1917 6 4 10 6 8 14
1818 6 4 10 10 9 19
19].9 4 6 10 b 6 11
Total. 73 59 132 ‘60 56 116

afclng the average population at 325, this gives & birth-
rate of 15, or 4'6 per ,cent, and & death rate of 13 or exactly
4 per cent, It is remarkable that the village emerged unsca~
thed from the ravages of the influenza epidemio, which took
- very heavy toll of lifo elsewhere in the Taluka, some
villages being virtually depopulated owing  to its ravages.
"Not only this, but the number of deaths recorded in 1918, is
the least, if we exclude the figure in 1912 when the number
wecorded is as low as 9, or 27 per oent of the population.
1t ehould also be noted. that the proportion of the total
-denths recorded to the total birthe in the case of msles during
‘these years is lower than that in the ease of the femalea
For the five years following 1915, of the total deaths of 70
yocorded in the village register, as many as 27 or 885 per
cent were of children below the age of three years, as the
following table will show:—
1. Dr. Manwn, Land and Labour io a Decoan Viliage,
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Year! Total deaths Deaths of children:

‘ recorded. below 8 years, °
1915 - 18 . 11
1916 8 2
1917 14 5
1918 19 5
1919 11 4
Total 70 e

This is certainly slarming, Considering the general health
-of the village as & whola and the comparatively low death~
rate, the large number of child-deaths is rather difficnlt to
explain, especially when they have got the advantsge of
medical aid within easy distance at Roha, unless we asoribe
it to the glaring deficiency of the milk-supply as we]l as to
-the faet that the population as & whole gets searcely sufficient
nourishment, '

Exceept for this excessive child death-rate, the heslth
-of the village on the whole is very satisfactory, The
people are practically free from the pest of thread-worm, &
disease which is common in almost all villages in this Taluka,
This is striking, especially when the water supply is
defeotive, Malaria and Cholera, the two common diseases in
these parts taking a heavy toll of life, generally leave this
willage untouched, while the ever-devastating pestilence of
$lague is conspicnous by its absence,

The good health of the village is probably due to the
‘unique advantage the village possesses in being sitnated on a
' eomparatively higher level, Ashasbeen already remsrked, the
village is constantly exposed to the refreshing eool breezss

from the Kundalika ereelk, These sea breezes probably account:
for the absense of Malsris, They also mitigate to a great
extent the extreme heat of the Sun in the summer, The drai-
nsge ia naturally good, as the village filth is more or less praa-
tioally washed away in the rivers near by, The faot thata

1. Erom Government Records,
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large number of families have separate sheds for cattle may
also be beld accountable for the general good health. The-
high foundation of almost all the houses probably keeps the
floor dry in the rainy season, and thus checks the growth’
of malaria.

Housing of the village:—Out of the 76 families only 5 live-
in rented houses. The reat of the villagers own their sweet
homes.’ Two of the families possess” two houses each, Unlike
what is found in a coastal garden village in the Distriot, or in
‘s typieal Deccan® or Bengal® village, the houses are eramped:
together in the decidedly narrow and insufficient ares of the
‘village Gaothan. Itis already stated bhat the Gaothan
mieasures only about five and a half acres® The Gaothan-
lies on the banka of the Ganga to the south of the Roha-Kolad:
‘Road, There are no compounds either big or small,surrounding:
the homesteads, At many points the Ilanes are as narrow
as three feet, Generally all the houses are tiled, A tiled honse
is considered as & mark of riches, As the straw rises in value,
‘however, a8 it bas done in the last four or five years, the
cultivator is bound to find it economical to cover his house-
with tiles, This bas been already done on a large saale in other
villages especially on the sea coast, where year after year
anore and more neatly tiled houses are appearing in the
villages in tbe place of the old thatched ones.

Most bf the houses have three eompartments,one for
cooking, the other used ae a sitting and & common room, while
the middle front part is used for 8 chat with the outsider or
or midday nap. There is very little furniture to be met with
except a rough wooden cot and a plank supported by two
amall wooden blocke at the end forming a soré of rough bench.
The front room will generally contain & cradle, and a small

Chakki for grinding the corn, with its wooden actessories,
There are only two chairs in the whole villags, one in the
house of the Mulki Patil, and the other with the Bhandari

1. AMann, Land snd Labour in s Deccan Viliage, Page 118,
2, J. Jack, Boonomio Life of a Bengal District, Page 19,
3 @ b Village d




wine merchant. Except in the houses of those who sre compa-
ratively well off, there are very few brass or copper pots. Not
a fow of them, Wwith & touch of pathetic humour, assured the
writer that the housshold ntensils were generally of Damakh-
adi’ make, where they are manufactured by the village potters,

The houses are, however, clean, warm and well kept.
About 16 houses have merely Bamboo partitions, covered
with a layer of earth and gowdung. About ten more have
balf mud walls, the upper portion being covered with Bamboo
or Karvi® partitions, The rest have full mud walls, Unlike
what is found in a Deccan village, thore are no stone buildings.®
In this respect the village resembles a typical Bengal villaget

The average ares per house is about 400 sq. ft.,a fairly
large one, The following figures were obtained by rough
mensurements, while making a house-to-house survey, and
will indicate how widaly they differ in mze.—-

Sisa of the houses in Sq. Na
12001300 ' 1
700— 800 2
600— 700 3
500 600 7
400— 500 ' 14
800— 400 . 19
200— 800 19
100— 200 6
Below 100 1
Total 72

N. B.(I)6 families share their houses with their brothers,
the partitions in some cases not being yet completa,
(2) 2 have 2 houses each.
Soms Religious and Social Custioms of the Village:~It¢
would not bs out of place at this stage to discuss some leading
provailing sosial custows and religious beliefs of the people.

1 Another village near Roha, 2, Bicalght long off-shoots of irees found
in abundance in the forest 3. Mamn, Life snd Labour in & Dagosn Village.
& & Jack, Eoonomio Life of a Beogal Diatrich,
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Because it is after all these that count for much of tbe larger
outlook of life, and provide the chief motive for astion in
every community.

In common with other Hindus, the Avrees, the caste to
which most of the inhabitants of the village belong, believe
in 8 nuwber of gods and goddesses ; but the following are the
chief amongst others, whom the people spesially worship:—

(1) Khanderai, the Chief God of worship.

(2) Babhiri, the Protecting Deity, and

(3) Bhavani, tho goddess who gives response to
Navas (a sort of promise, made by the devotee
to god in return for some favour).

All the three deities are offered once in a year s
o grand'sneriﬁee " consisting of a grat, & cock, cocoanuts
and rice covered with Shendur., Every house is asked to
contribute one fowl and one cocoanut for the comwmon sacrifice,
called * 7= (3=)’, held once in a year, generally Jon the last
day of the month, It is poteworthy to remember that the
only temple in the village (seen in the accompanying picture)
contains the goddess Bhavani, and not the God Hanaumaa or
Marati, as is common in every village in the Decean. Tuis is
a pecn'iar characteri-tic of most of the Konkani villagers?
Most of the Agrees maintain that they belong to Kashyaps
Qotra, They believe in rebirth snd perform the Shraddbs
ceremony, when the viliage astrologer, a Brahmin from the
neighbouring village, presides. It is noteworthy to remember
that as yet there sre no traces of revolt againet Brahmin
priesthood.

The people assemble avery fortnight generally on the ele-
venth duy (or Ekadashi ) of the month in the village temple
for B.ajen when songs in praise of Cod are sung in
‘eompany with musio. Tokaram is the favourite sairt whose
wollknown Abhangas are very popular.

There is a peculiar castom amongst the villagers by
which each persou has to publicly acknowledge s *Gara’ or
preceptor, belonging to a wandering sect of mendieants,

1, 00 vacason, Folubure 1 wio Aunxay, paye 11,



o e A i RS

The Village Temple.



6z

. On an auspicious day, .the -preceptor tells in the ear of
hie would-be disciple a: * mantral,” for which he is entitled
ta & yearly ted. 'Qa that day there is a common feast, in which
all have to partake of a large eommon bread and ha.ve to

drink from a common eup..
o

"The villagers believs in ghost.s. They believe that small- -
pox are due to the ourse .of a goddess and worship ber.
aceordingly, whenever & person is atéacked with it,

Ta addition to cremation, it is 0ot uncommon to bury the
dead, It is believed that the person departed returns back
on the 12th day from his deatli, when the teremony ofes »
ia being performed. It is said that he communicates any of
his desires that remain unfulfilled through his newest heu-
who is said to be baunted by him temporarily.

_As has been said elsewhere, polygamy is common; &
also re-marriege is allowed and is common, Itis called Pat.
Marriage with the duughter of one’s father’s sister is sanc-.
tioned and often takes place.

- Education:—Literacy is at a very low ebb in the village.
‘Only three males, all from the wine-mercbant’s family are
able to read or write. One of these attends the Konkan
Edueation Society’s High School at Roha, and is stadying
in the seventh standard. But there ia not a single individual
in the whole of the Agree commanity, who ean read or write,
Only one youth in the whole of the viliage made the reluctans
admission that ke attended school in his childhoud for some
days, but could scarcely recognise the letters of his vernacular’
alphabet. He, however, tried to convince the writer, that he
was doing well in spite of it, This point is mentioned here,
because it is generally thought that by bringing to the agri-
cultarist’s door the blessing of primary education we place
in his handa & powerful weapon to fight all the evils of bis

1,1t is rmd thas the Mantra is © 3w, WF, w,m m wh"
1 offer my body, sont, and wealth bo my Preceptor,’ -
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situation, Primary education, in short, is held to hé the-
panaces for all the troubles, It must be remembered, however,
that to be really effective, primavy education will have to be

made universal, and supplemented by eontinuation classes in-
agriculture and kindred subjeets. Failing this, instead of
really improving the gondition of agriculturist, we shall only

make him discontented with his present: lot and, as the villagers-
firmly affirm, shall be the cause of drawing away the better

intellects from the field of agriculiure to more tempting and

seemingly profitable avenues of life. To avoid this, the present

course of primary education shall have to be thoroughly revised

and recast, so ag to suit theagriculturist and to oreate in him,
& genuine liking and grasp of raral conditions snd problems.:
The present course is too liferary and one-sided, and is bound

%o create in the mind of the would-be agricalturist an unjus-

tified contempt for all sort of physical work, and make him

anfiy tor his future life2 As i found elsewhere,? if no impro-

vements are effected in the present educationsl curriculum,

there ia & great danger of the blessing of primary education.
being turned into 8 disgnised curse®, as it is bound to draw

away from agrioulture, the mother industry of India, the

discontented men from the villages to the industrial centres

like Bombay, and to its inevitable degenerating snd emerva-

ting influences,

Emigration .—Even at present, owing to varions causes,
which it will be better to discues elsewhers, & fairly large
number of villagers have loft the village in search of better
employmenl'. Aecordmg to the availabla statistics, as many as

1, J. Jack, Life na seng.l District.,

2. Report o Emigration from Rursl Districts in England and Wales by
the Bosrd of Agriculture and Fiaberies, London, 1918 { Boyls, Agricultursl
Eoonomios ).

3. *Nob much value can be agtached to el hools, which teach
villsge children Ltdle more $han' to read -nd wiise”, Dr, G, Sloier,
Some Bouth indian Villages,
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67 individuals, or 19 per coné of the whole population,! hava
left the village! dither partly or permanently, The Konkani
villager, like his brother upeountry,® always looks back
fondly .to. his native village, when .residing in Bombay or
other industrial centres, even..when' he :may nob (possess
snything exoept & flimey claim of blood relationship to some
of the village families, and never leaves the hope that he may
one day or other be able to return back tothe homestead of
his forefathers, . o

Ont of the 67 persons who have left the'village, as
-slready remarked, 28 are men, 27 women, 8 boys, sud 7 'girls
Two of the men have gone to Busra.” The rest are in Bombay.
An‘attempt’ was made to get s reliablo 'fignre of the neu
smount sent to the village by the emigrants. It ‘was found
that only Re. 250/~ or so wore received annuslly by ‘the
families of the emigrants, The figure is not s very large
one, but perhaps it is due to the fact that as many as 17'men
bave taken their wives and ohildren with' them.? There aré
-only 7 adults who live singly, and” ean' be said to bein'd
position to make remittances home. ' This added to the peca-
liax weakness of the Agree for liquor, especially in the facé
of innumerable temptations in the stimulating atmosphers at
Bombay, makes it almost impossible for the average man to
lay by anything, in spite of the high nominal wages. Itis
not an uncommon occarrence in the village, 'that an'emi-
grant,” freshly returned from Bombay, has to be equipped
afreth by his friends or relations with the money necessary
for his passage back to Bombay,  An sgricultarist generally
loses his grit and patience even by a short stay in the
emnculntidg environments of Bombay life, and on his return

L Yis inw:mhg eoﬁnd h\m tha i 1y appointed by tie
‘Centesd Qo-op itabls methods for
the inteoduotion of Oo-operation in the Konkm “Distriots of Kolaba snd

Ratoagiri find that about 85 to 90 per unh of the popuhuon of the Diahﬂe\
-of Kolaba is stationary. e
" % Dr, Maws, Village Sbudy No. 3, page 1Ly
& Hindtay Shireas, Working Glass Budgets, . .
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‘home’generaily finds himself unequal to the exasting labous
of agriculture. In addition' he contracts not a few of the
expénsive and unnecessary fashions of Bombay life, . His
brain is whirling with ideas about his social position whieh
are tob ' idenlistic and impracticable, and he wery ®oon
beaomes disaontented with his lot, Thers is no wonder that
the - average farmer, patient, painstaking, end generally
content with his home and family inspite of the innnmerable
drawbacks of his sitnation, looks upon the foppish dandy
fresh from Bombay as & good-for-nothing idler.

. Jitigation:—The Agree sgriculturist, at least in these
perts, is scarcely litigious by nature, The inquiries made at
Roha in the civil and the eriminal courts confirmed this
impression. The reason is probably fouad in the fact that
most of the potty disputes are saettled in the village Jamat
by the Panchas or elders, The village Jamat is a free assom-
bly of the people, in which every adult householder has &
right to vote. Al the disputes are settled by a majority
of votes, at lesst it is believed that they are mo settled,
In practice, however, it is invariably the londest voice, backed
by physical force, arrogance and ballying, that carries the
day, There is at least one ‘session’ of the Jamat every month.
Xt in intereating to observe that the Jamat never . rises ap
without punishing somebody for gome fault, genuine or other-
wise, . Before the session beging, the elders *clear up” their
brains by a dose or two of strong liguor specially brought
for the accasion from the neighbouring fown of Rohs, the
eost of which is invariably defrayed from the wonld-be-goming-
in fines, . Every sitting makes the onlprit or eulprite pay s.
fino of at least Rs. B which is. credited to the general fands
and utilized the same evening for providing liquor to all the
soembers of the village, It isnot uncommon to find & man
fined to the extent of Ra, 20 for a rivial fault of abusing or
insulting* the elders, The severity of the fine, however,
varies with the means of the culprit, the Irequency or other-
wise of the total number of sittings in the month, and the
degree of good or bad blood existing between the eulprit and
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the dominating party of the viHage elders. ' A young intelli:
gent boy, recently come of age,. thus summed up the position:
*The Village Jamat is the supreme equalising force, It relieves
a person of any. surplus that might -have been saved by
him through dint of hard work,~which is however very rare—~
in the form of fines and compulsory contribution to the
general fund. On the other hand it provides the pauper and
the spendthrift with the one article of luxury-liquor—from the
general funds, It chops off those of the branches that have
overgrowa, and tries to make up for the deficiency in. growth
in others by occasional doles and allowances for liquor, It
thus tries to keep everybody, as it were, within proper limits
and ensures & uniform eeconomia level. It is thus a great
socialistic equalising agency.’ It should be remembered, hows
ever, that the man. who expressed these ideas iz a well-to-do
person, and bas been fined very recontly by the Jamat rather
heavily for a trifling breach of the Jamat Regulations.

Notwithstanding what has been said above, the Jamat
saves the people a great deal of trouble, expense and worry
and serves a great purpose as s unifying social foree of
invalnable strength,

The Daily Routine and Amussments of tha Villagers :—
To o man living in & city like Bombay, the life of the average
villager appears to be & dull one. It is true that in the harveat
season, & large mumber of Kolhatis, Phanse Fardhis and other
wandering tribes visit his village, and espesially the Kolhaties
amuse him with oosasional nights of music and dancing, of
which he is extremely fond. A young inexperienced farmer
not infrequently spends quite a disproportionate amount on
thiy sort of amusement, The waudering juggler or ropedancer
aleo at times does away with the monotony of daily life. Ex-
oopt for such oceasional amusements, the life of the cultivator
runs in & amooth monotonous groove, It is very like that of
the Bengal villager in the distriets like Faridpur?, in which
ouly one rice erop is grown, The whole "year is divided into

"4y Jack, Boonomia Life in » Bengal Distrioh,
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periods of hard work, light wark and idleness in turn.  ‘As has
besn already pointed out, for the months of June, July and &
fdetnight in Auguet, he bas to work very hard .in ploughing
bin fields and transplanting his paddy. In these days he gete
up very early in the morning and after a puff or two at his
Chilim—tobaceo pipe, starts off to his fields often as distans
ag three miles, There he is soon followed by his wife and
children;- together with the hired labourevs, if any. On
their arrival the np-zooting of the young seedlings begins, snd
continues mptil about 9-80 A. M. when soon the breakfast
arrives, After breakfast (which consists of bread and Chatni),
the farmer and the other male  labourers begin ploughing,
and the women and s few male Jabourers who are not ploughing
engage theraselves in uprooting the- paddy. By the time the
sun has turned half way to the west, the work of tramse
planting the paddy is in full swing and continues until it is
quite dark, when the weary faymer, accompanied by his wife
and children turns his steps towards his home, But this is not
always; ab least for balf the days in this brisk sesson ha
ean be seen mending his way in the oppoeite direction from
his house, either alone or in company with his neighbouru, to
Roha, Thers he makes himself free with the wine glass, and
half drunk returns home £o his wifs and" children, 1f heis
in his senees, he will irst wash himself and do justice to
his frugal meals, consisting of hot boiled rice, mixed with
carry made of Dal and fish, prepared by his wife, and per-
baps after chatting for a while ovér his affairs with his neigh-
‘bour, will go to sleep on & blanket,

This bard work laste, however, only for & month and s
half. Thena period of idleness intervenes. For the months
of Angust and Septemher, there is no regular employment
for him, Generally, the women look to the weeding, and the
farmer is free to engage himeelf as. & dsy lsbourer, if work
in available, at Roha or on $he ,roads which. are generally
repaired in this seasop, On days on which he is not engaged,

he will go a-fishing in the rivers near by with his fishing: rod
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or at times with his net, ab which he is ‘extremely’ dexterous.

The net is genetally: shaped like s parachute, It is weighted '
all round the hera withi lead balls ‘(See pioture), ' The young’
oy is seen holding the net on his shoulders), 'The net ig held
by a rope attached to the top'snd ‘thrown with & "jérk' in’
‘the water, where it iz spread wide' and falld level on 'the
eurface of the water, ‘It gradually sinks down owing to the
weight of the lead balls, end any fish' which is underneath'
its mestion is thus caught. Various other forms of nets and’
traps are 8o in use, & typioal trap called Bagali being shown
in another pictare, Of fish the farmer is extremsly fond’
-and Natore-is bountiful to him in 'this respect.” A large
-namber of fish, both small and big, are canght in this manner.
An additions) supply of dry fish can be had at- Ashtami,
where large consignmenta of dry fish from Revdanda daily
arrive for being sent upcountry, The item of fish ia thus quite
4 respoctable one in his family budget, which we shall have
to discuss in the next chapter, ;

_». For the months of Ogtober, November and December the.
farmer is engaged in reaping and thrashing the paddy. He
ig generally very busy throughout this season. In addition to
veaping and thrashing, he has to look to the sowing and
growth of his second crop, gemerally Varans, if’ heat all’
grows any. Throughout the snmmer again, he is comparatively
free from agrioultaral work to engage himself elsewhers,
except; for those days on which- he is engaged in preparing’
his Rab, which has been already described, or in collesting
fuel and other necessaries for the rainy season. A great deal
of bis time ia wasted in these days in bringing water from
the tank at Ashtami, In fact it becomes the most important
&nt of tbe daily routine of all the members -of his family.

orning and evening, the farmer together with his wife and
-children tan be seen toiling his weary way home with large.
earthern jere full of water on his head, As bas been already
remarked, exaept on the coast, the supply of drinking water
throughont the Distriat ia defective in the extreme?

" 1, An 'wo go more and moro 10 Mue aouth, the scarcity of water becomes
<intense and hareming,
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The children, especially the boys, spend & great deal of
their time in fishing with their rods in the waters of ther
Ganga or the Kundalika in winter and in the rainy' season..
In summer, when the tide comes up, they enjoy themselves.
very much by swimming.in the sslt water., They play the-
ordinary Indian games, such as Atya-Patys, Khokho, and
Viti Dandu. When they are five or six years old, they are
made to Jook after the cattle, The girls are very early taught.
to clean the household utensils and to cook, and always have
the charge of their young brothers and sisters, when their
mothers are engaged in cooking or are away on the fields or-
outside work, They are married after they are five or six
years old. They become mothers at the age of 15 or 16, The
period of child-bearing extends from 20 to 24 yeara,

"Polygamy 1is not uncommon, In short, & second wife is
considered as an additional economically advantageous bar-
gain, since the farmer can tilk more land and has one more
faithful hard-working aesistant in his work who need not
be paid in cash beyond the minimum requirements of humdn
life.

A marrisge in & family means invariably going in for
a debt. The averags expenses on marriage were found to be
Bs. 300/-. The feast given to the villagers and the expense.
on liquor are items which are always compulsory, and form a
large part of the total expense, Another item of expenditure.
for the villager is the funeral. The Jamat seems to be deter-
mined that on every such ocoasion, at Jeast Ra 25 must be
spent on liquor, If the householder is very poor, the villa-
gers contribute the necessary amount from amonget them-
selves; but spend they must and they will. Then there is the
funeral feast on the tenth day of the death of the person
departed, which is attended by all the relations of the family.
The richer the person, the larger the attendance,



CHAPTER VII .

ECONOMIC CONDITION—GENERAL FEATURES

" It has been slready remarked while diseussing the.
ownership of land that there are strong reasons to suspect;
that most of the land at preseat possessed by the outside.
von-agriculturists has passed in their hands from the' old,
Agree owners owing to their indebtedness. A glanae ab the
list of landholders, attached at the end (see Appendix No, )}
classified as cultivators and non-cultivators according to the-
present Record of Rights, will be sufficient to convince the
reader about the truth of the above statement, Out of the.
twentyfour landholders classified as non-cultivators, as
many &8 six are Gujars who have only recently established
thomselves at Roha, The following will give an ides as to
the various castes to which the non-cultivating landholders.
belong,

Gujar Brahmin Marwadi Prabhu Shimpii
6 4 1 1 4

Parsee Mahomedan Saraswat and others.
1 1 1 &

It will be seen thatnone of these belongs to the old Agri
stook, Most of the Qujars and other . non-cultivating land~
holdere are moneylenders from Rohaand other neighbouring:
villages who have stepped in the place of the original owners
on account of the ever-inereasing debts of the inhabitants of
the village,

_ Nor has this proc;u of transter come to a standstill by
this time. The old inhabitants have already lost a greater
portion of their ancestral lands, which have passed to the
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-nands of the Savakars, Out of 192 acres of ecaltivable land
that once belonged to the old inhabitants as much as 111 acres
s held at present by the absentee landlords. According
to the village register about 78 acres only are held by
cultivating farmers, When one is told that out of
these 78 aores as much as 64 acres or so has been
-already mortgaged, one need not be much of a prophet to
prediot that within & few years the whole village land
will pass away from the hands of the villagers, and all of
them will be reduced to the position of mere tenants, These
64 acres are mortgaged for a sum of Rs, 7,005 with 15 Savkars,
out of whom as many a8 ten have becoms Khatedars in the
village and own more or less land, Three more are Marvadees
and the remaining two are Brahmins from Rohs, This fact
lends additional support to’ the srgument that the village
landa are slowly but surely passing to the absentee landiords
‘on atcount of the indebtedness of the villagers, who once
<aught in the nets of the Savkars are never able to extricate
themselves, The number of cases of redemption from debt is
practically nil,

Al this alienation of the village lands from the cultivators
to the absentee landlords has .been going on in spite of the
Decean Agriculturiste’ Relief Act, Had the transfer of owner-
thip simply mesnt the passing of the land from one pessant
to another, one would never- have much cared. After all
&uch tranefers are but natural and inevitable. But what
wmakes one despondent is the fact that this alienation means
the increase of temancy and absenﬁee-lnndlordum and the
consequent deterioration of the sotl.

YD

* - The lnndlotd ]ooka to his rent wbicb, in oase the tensnt
fails to pay, he is able to recover from him with the aid
of the eivil court. The tenant on the contrary tries to
extraot - s’ mach as - possible’ . without . investing anything'
towards the improvements of the soil. The net result of the
asitdation is that both the Iandlord iand the::temant are dissas
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tisfied, The rents in many cases accumulate and the tenant is
forced to mortgage any land that remains with him, and the-
progess continubd until the farmer is reduced to the position
of & mere tenant. : : :

Indeed thie increase of tenansy owingto the chronie'/
indebtedness of the villagers is the dominating feature of the
economio condition of the village. The total debts. of the-
village as .revealed by the village records and by a
minute personal inquiry smount to Re, 12,965. Oaut of this,
Rs, 5,060 is taken on personal security .while Ra, 7,905 are-
advanced on land, The rates of interest vary form 9 to 30
per cent, The rate of interest on loang on land is generally
less than that on personsl security. It is not rare to find the-
interest paid in kind, In such cases according to the current
prices the actval rate of interest is very high and fluaiuates
betweon twentyfive to fifty per cent. This is due to the igns-
rance of the Bayat and to Lis joability o keep accounts,
So long as he is able to secure the necessary loan, the villager
does not care what he has to pay as interest. The following
table which gives the details of the village debts wilk

give an ides as to the various rates of interest carrent in.
the village :— ‘

Rate per ceab On personal security On Iand
Re. Ra
9 nil 2260 -
10 - ni - 525
12 450 1800
1 1026 2670
16 : 800 © nil
18 166 ' nil
20 nil 140
26 1568 500
One man's one year's ‘
service, 155 nil
In kind 8039 510

——

5060 . 7805
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: The debts-on landed security amount to 80.2 per gent of
‘the whole, There'ars only two: cases of debts ‘having been
incurred ‘on lands owned in the mneighbouring: viflages in

-gommon with those owned in the village. Many of the debts
~could be ‘easily ‘checked by  comparison with the .village
records and minate personal inquiry,.

"Thé mortgages are of three types, These arei—

“I. Najur Gahan or ordinary Morigage:m—

Out of the total area of 68 acres and 34 gunthas which
‘wag mortgaged, as much as 46 acres and 16 gunthas or 276
pet eent of the whole were mortgages of this type. Thess
-were mortgsged for & sum of Re. 5,905 or Re, 107.9 per acre,

II. Tabs Gahan or Possessory Morigage:—+In which
“and is banded over to the ¢reditor but can be redeemed on
‘payment of debb and interest” About 17§ acres was mortga-
ged under this condition for Ra. 2000 or Ra. 114.3 per acre,

. III. ' Mudat Kharedi:——There were no cases of Mudat
Khntedx or - deferred sale in whick the lender automatically
“takes possession of the hnd if the loan is not pmd withia
-a definite penod

The average rate of mterest on money raised ‘on’ land
is 14.8 per cent, while that on personal sceurity is 226 per
-gent, On the whole the village has to pay a sum of Rs, 2,274°3
as interest for its total debb.

The canses of indebtedness are as follows :—

(1) In cases of extreme poverty, loans are contracied
for & temporary pericd to make the tWo ends meet,, -

(2) GQenerally a marrisge, & funeral, sickness in the
house . which necessitates forced idleness, are the occasions
on which the cultivator is forced to eontmct 8 deb} whether
-on personal or landed security.

(3) The inability to pay off arresrs in rent, and in some
.eages accumulation of former loans often handed down from
Iather o son is the reason for contracting fresh debts, in
many €as08 ab eomponad interest, ending in mortgaging and
finally selling off of any sucestral property, that might have
been left, This is very common.



79

.. +(4) .Temporary seasonal debts for agricultural expenses
in the form of paddy or money at the time of transplantation.
At such times A4 much »s° {th to } time of the paddy that
wnight have been borrowed is paid as interest.

(5) In some oases high rents cause debts.

(6) The prevailing insufficiency of the village land to
support the pr of population dependiog upen. it. It
should be remembered that as many ag 70 p.e. of the holdings
are uneconomical, Even taking into consideration the additi-
onal land from the neighbouring villages,, which the
inhabitants oultivate the proportion of the total eultivable
land to the population is far from satisfactory.

The following ebstract will be sufficient. to ‘give a clear
didea as to the pitch of indebtedness in the village :en .

Total amount of debt, Ra, 12,965.. =~ * =
On personal security, Re. 5,060; on land, 'Rs, 7,005,
Ayerage amount of debt per family, Ra, ]‘70'-6,
Aversge amount of debt per head, Re, 87-5,
Average smount of debt per family ’aniongaf. ‘the

indebted families, Rs. 240°1, '
Number of familiea free from debt, 22, .

" » » in debb;— o

up to about } of the total income 19

' from * to i » » 18 )
» Fto} » »n 16 °

» i to 1 " ” . 2

‘n 1l , ” 4

o li to 2 » » 3

" wmore than 2 " 2
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Ont of 22 families, who are classified as fres from debt,
8are only labourers and cultivate no land;oneis s beggar;
oue ia an old widow, supported by her son. working in
KBo{nbly; one is a hotel-keeper and way be said to have some
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subeidiary profession other than mere labour; one :owna
sufficient land in addition to what he rents.tec render
i, holding sconmomical, * Of the remaining, 8 oultivate loss
than an acre. It ie interesting to. note that of thesa 22
families, 10 bhave no ohlldren 3 one each and the- remain-
ing have more than two. With the exception of one, alk
the families under this list ave either mere Iabourers eultiva«
ting no land, or are tenmants cultivating less thsn an acre.
All the rest, who follow agriculture as & serious business,
-are more or less involved in debt. This is sufficient proof of
the preearionsness of Agriculture, '

Any scheme that aims at removing the ourse of indebted--
‘ness must first of all aim at plasing. at the disposal of the-
sgriculturist sufficient capital at low interest. The ovil effeats.
of the diffieulty of getting loans at high interest have been
8o djeastrons that a majority of the cultivators have lost
their lands, by the yearly accomulation of thejr ever-inereas--
ing loans due to their inability to meet the exorbitant.
demands of interest. The mprondenoe of teuants is many
times responaible for their contracting small seasonsl loans in.
the form of paddy at & high rate of interest, sometimes at
§ofs maund for 1 maund, There isthus a great field for State
action and State help. A co-operative society and a grain-
bank, managed on right lines by & competent ohsirman and
& seoretary, would go a great way in meeting this demand..
It is necensary, however,to have a general policy for the whole-
distriet, if such secieties are to succeed;and the recent
Committee appointed by the Ceutral Co-operative Institute.
in this behalf rightly suggests that a more active propaganda.
by its brench at Alibag ehould be taken up with a view to-
enlist pubhc-apmted workers in the cause, and to orysnige
co-operative societies and grain bauks, whereever they get-
80me 10081 resgonse, ;

The almost chronieindebtedness of the villagers presenta,
ne doubt. & glormy feature of the situation,  Nay, it may be
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also said that but for' the ﬂemnnd fof manual laboar at Roha
which offers thq vxllngers an opportumty to supplement their
meagre agricultural incomes by plying for' labour t would
have been almost impossible for .the people to stick to their
ancestral homes, even ‘when they . have . been, forced to part
with their ancestral lands, . Aswill be. seen. in the next
chapter, in many cases the income . from .labour” exceeds that
from agriculture, . Those, again, who are able .to earn by
working otherwise than as mere :labourers a.nd can - arn
consequently ‘higher wages in; their off-season, are generally
better off. ‘ Coe
The next !edeemmg fenbure of l'.he axtuatxon is bhe ﬁxxhy
of the agrioultural income,, insuffiaient as it is, . owing to the
abgence of the severity of famine, . Indeed; it may be said
that this tract has never seen as yet anything like the severity
of {amines in the Decoan distriets.* . The anna valuation of the
last five years, which represents the; portion of a full normal
average crop (12 aa.) in the village in question, whmh grows
in s particular year is given belows— - . , .. .
1918~19 7 Ae. . .
1919-20. . 12 - - . - {
©1920-21 118, ¢ .. -
. 1921-22. 12 ,, PR )
. [ 1922-28 . 10 ,, R
It should be remembered that the yem: 1918—19 was a
famine year. The severity of the famine in the Deccan dis.
triots can be easily imagined from Dr. Mann's figures for the
same yesr for the village of Jategaon. The crop as recorded
isnil. (* There was no crop except on irrigated land.” ) In
the same year, the crop in Rotha Khurda is valued at 7 as.or
4.4 per cnet of the average erop. The probable erop in every
year is, therefore, 87 per cent, of that of a good bormal year,

1. Menw, Land and Lubour in & Deooan " Village, 14

6




CHAPTER VIII
ECONOMIC "CONDITIONS.
) Ocmatlnn-.

Out of tihe 76 famlhes only 2} families, or 27.8 per cent of
the total population, own more or less land, As has been
already remarked, s large number has been reduced to the
condition of mere tenants in the last 50 or 60 years from the
position of landlords, The habitual ignorance, shorteighted-
ness in incurring debts, and the fact that agriculture ass
business will not pay cash for the labour and leave a balance
(a8 has been revesled from the statistics),as well as the eupidity
of the Savkars, have been chiefly instrumental in allowing
outside capitslista to step in and' oust out the original owner
from his positioniof a landlord. Howacever we may wish that
the oconpant should becomd the owner of the land he cultivates
in every case to secure. the maximum advantages from far-
ming and to preserve the soil from  the deterioration thab
naturslly follows a system of tensncy on short-time lenses
a8 existein the villages, we must remember that the millenium
will never come, The problem of the villager thus becomes
the problem of the tenant-farmer as even those who own any
land bave to cultivate additioual land on tenancy., Not only
this, but they have occasionally to supplement their incomes
by working as day-labourers, either onéhe farmueat the harvest
weagon or at Rohs- where such labour is always in demand,
to-make the two ends meet.. The rest are mostly tenants who
work for ' about five months in a year regulariy as labourers,
Their wives also have to do the same.. The following table
gives an idea as o their oceupations :—

Kind of cconpation No. of families
1. Purtly owners and parhly tenants 21

2. Partly tenants and partly labourers 41

8. Labourers

4, Beggars

5. Sawers and tenants

6. Hotel-keeper and Tenanﬁ
7. No regular work

-y
S ol jt Or et Q2
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It will be seen. that whilp on. the:.one hand we have.s
spopulation whigh gan searcely be styled as purely and wholly
agricultural, there being prastieally no family which is com-
pletely engaged in agricultaral pursuits throughout the. year
puod js in no need to turn their' hands either to ‘skilled or
-unskilled labour other than agriculture, we have on the other
‘hand no serious problem of the ‘landless labourer’ like the
Western countries, as nearly 86' per cent'of the total popula~
tion is connected with land in some way or. other. There

. are only eight familjeswho ean be ; olossed as abourers’
pure and simple, forming about 10,5 per cent. .-of the total
population. It is remarkable that there are no earpenters or
‘blackemithe in the village, The people get their ploughs aud
-other agricultural implements repaired from' the éarpenters
and blacksiniths of Bohd, ' The only artisans in the villags
are thres sawers, who are greatly in demandat Roha and the
neighbouring parts, They usually get a rupse and a half per
day, although payment sccording to the volumeof work they
put in is not uncommon. Thé occupation, however, ‘is said
10 be very exbavsting and & man usually becomes unfit for
the work at abouf forty or so, According to the prevailing
rates of labour, a man is paid at the rate of annas ' eight' per
day for ordinary labour while a woman is paid st the rate
of fiveannss, Of course, at’' the time of: traunsplanting and
gathering the paddy when labour is ‘greatlyin-demand
-8, labourer can secure as much as Re, 1 per day. For' the
last two or three years, the villagers get' m ‘great deal of
extra work at the  Railway station of the Roha-Bhira
Railway of the Tatas whore a very large amount of loading’
and unloading the trucke is going on in the fair season.  The
villagers are paid at the rate of Ra. 4 for loading or' usloa-
ding each truck. The only hotel-keeper is said' o make
about annas eight per day in his business, Out of the remasin~
ing families one is a beggar and the other s an old widow,
who in nupport.ed by her son workmg at.Bombay.

It will be convenient to examine tha expendlture of an
average family befora dissussing their income, , The vxllag§
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agwill be.seen from the above; - is ‘practically homogeneous.
Stratification in different. classes is ‘almost unknowsn and alf
are equally ground down under an exacting burden of poverty.
Their ways of living and their ideas of somfort vary but little
from family to family. No doubt- an occasional extravagance-
in expenditure on fancy-clothes -or’ often on drink due to
patural. propensity or .the influence of company may
be met: with., But ss has been. said while disoussing the-
village Jamat, such aberrations from the common praatices.
but go to impress upon one’s mind - the: homogenelty of the
village life as a whole.

There ara two methods of prepating a standard family
budget.. One is to collect a pumber of normal budgets from.
different families and thus to arrive at an average family
budget. The other method lies in deciding by minute personal
inquiry the normal quantities of the various artioles required
by the villagers for an ‘average family, and then vaiue
them at the current rates. The writer has been in contact
with the villagers for over three years and has had opportan-
ities to study their ways and customs and ways. of life very
intimately. . It was possible, .therefore, while studying the
budget of the whole village to correct the standard budget by
minute personal inquiry, wherever necessary.. The quantity
of paddy, pulees and other articles of food for an adult have
been fixed upon by a eritical inquiry as to the minimum rate
of consumption per family according to the prevailiog stand~
ard of life,, They have been tested in & number of cases by
collecting some typical budgets, wherever possible, and repre~
sent, if anything, the minimum below which it would be
considered as imppasible to live aceording to the testimony
of the villagers. The villagers rarely keep accounts and are-
in most cases unable to state with any show of exactness the-
amount spent on the variousitems of expenditure. Even when
after some pressure some of them attempted to do 80, the
figures they quoted could scarcely bo relied on in view of

the fact that not one of them was able to read and writa, It
was, therefore, thought advisable not to atiempt at eliciling:
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from them the neb amount spent on food and .elothing but,
rather the qunnhhes of various articles of negessity required,
This wae easier, a8 the vxllagers—a.f. least those of them who
can,—generally store for. the rainy season the chief articles
of food such as oil, chilies, sondiments, salt ete. *

. Food. A .

The staple - food of tha ~villagers is riees ' This' is
supplemented by Nagli, which is eonsumed” in -the form of
bread; Vegetables are scarce except in the rainy season;
when for two months or o the villagers use them. Eszcept
for Val, which is generally grown in the fields, and in very
fow cases a small quantity of Tur, pulses are conspicuous by
their absence, The nitrogenous part of their food is supplied
by fish, which forms an important item next to rice. Of fish
the villagers are extremely fond and Nature has favoured
them by bringing a good daily supply almost to their doors.
All the villagers catch fish ; most of them testified, however,
that what they caught was soarcely sufficient and they had
to buy almost daily additional dry fish imported from Rev-
danda at Ashtami. Indeed, every evening the village women
can be seen returning to their homes with a small bundle of
dry fish for daily use. Baut for the fact that a good supply
oan be secured by every one whq is not too idle to exert him=
self for an hour or so when thetide is up, this item would
bave figured largely in the Bill for food. As it is, s family
generally spends aboat Rs. 8 per month on this item.

There ia no direst expenditure -on milk, Although the
villagera consume all the milk given by the cows and she-
buffaloes they possess, it is very rare that:they buy any
quantity. No charge is, therefors, entered on thas t nor
for ghee, which is soarcely used. It has been already stated
that the actual number of men, women and children in an
average family in the village comes to 1.4, 1.5, and 1,7
respectively, An average family has been taken, therefore,
4o consist of 1 man, 2 women and 2 children,

According to the villagers, the minimum quantity
of 'paddy - unhusked rice - for onetmption - per adult per
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month gomed to” I 'maund (about 821bs). 1f we count s
woman 88 requiring four-ﬁﬂ'.hs and a child three-fifths as much-
food s & man, the necessary amount of paddy per family
comes to ‘34 maunds, This is equal to about 56 1bs. of husked
rigo, The Nagll consumed per morith comes to 1 maund or 82:
lbe, The standard ration of an ‘average family, aonsisting:
of 1 adult male, 2 adult females, and one male and one female-
child, acoording to the standard of life prevailing in the
village, is as follows:—

Materisl Quantity required per Value,
. N . . anoum,

1. Paddy (unhusked) 2 Khandies § mds, 126-8-0
2, Nagli 1 Khandi 24~0-0-
3. Salt . 5-0-0
4. Ohilies and other spices® 1} maund - 1-0-0
6. Fish- 80-0-0-
6. Pulees ; . 4-0-0
7. Oil . 10-0-0
8, Gul 5-0-0
9. Miscellaneous ‘ . 5-8-0

21700

Counting & woman a8 requiring four-6fths and s ebild
three-fiftba as'much food as 8 man the necessary expenditure
for food comes to about Ra. 5120 per man, Rs. 45-14-0 per
woman and Rs, 84~8-0 per ohild per annum,

The price of grain, although lower than what Dr. Mann
finds in his studies at - Pimpla Soudagar and Jategaon, still
predominates in the eost of food. Owing to the fact that the
villagers use a large amount of fish and nee very little of any
kind of pulees, the percentsge of grain in the total annual
expendnture on food comes to aa much as about 71 per cent.
- Clothing,

* The villags bemg situsted in the vioinity of Boha, the-
standard of clothing prevailing amongat the villagers is prob-
ably higher than what ‘would be found ina village away from

h & Themwhn lugorqunﬁby of nlulu -nd spioes _is. nocessary,
on acoount of the larger consumption of fish in the village,
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the influence of & market-town in the heart of the Dlsﬁrmt !
where the people are ‘content with very little ‘clothing of &
goarse kind. According to'the present standard, however the ’
following articlesare considered to be quite necessaty fors man, *
& woman nndnehlld if they are ‘tokeep up appeamnces' '

L If’ora'man.‘ P
No Kind . - Price . -, .
2 - Kudati or shirts BRe. 89
1. Blankef - ” 2-8: -
2 Dhoties » 40
"1 ‘Woollen cap » 0-10
8 Langoties’ » 3-0
"1 Pair of shoes » 0-14
C : “Total . 140
v For a woman,
No. s« Kind Price '
-2 Saries Rs, 9-0
. 3 Khans for gholies o
or bodices » 2-0
1 _ Blanket » 2-8
| o Total 13-8
For a child, s .

1t is very difficult to state exactly the amount spent on
acoount of the fact that every wmale under fifteen and every
girl unmarried are classified as children, Taking into consi-’
deration everything it may not be hr from nghb to place
the ﬁgnre at Rs, 5/-,

lmler Bxpcnuu.

It must be remembered that the villagers have eo
spend ‘almost nothing on rent. Even those who live
in houses “rented from others” do not pay any rent in eash.
They generally live in the housce én the simple arrange-
ment of kesping the houses in repair, which costs very little,
the necessary materials being very cheap. There is no expendi-
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tare on medmme.’ On an sverage about five rapees are spent
on Kerosine: oil, for lighting, in those families which esn
afford to do so, Fuel, though growing scarcer, does not as
yet form an ;mportsnt. item of expendlture. There is no
du’eoﬁ expendlture on education, except in one family, In
the ealculation of the Budgets, the‘minimnm expenditure on
items other than food and clothing is put at 5 per cent, of the
total of other expenditures,

The total expenditure to maintain a family above want
aceording to the prevailing standard of life in the village,
therefore, would be as follows:—

Co : Total for a
Jtem . , Man Woman Child  famjly of five
- N pessons,
- . Re- As, Be As, Rs As.  Ra As,
Food bl 2 4 14 34 3 217 0
Clothing 14 0 + 13 8 .8 0 58 0
Other expenses
calculating inoome .
as Ba. 275/~ . 13 12

788 1z
It will be geen that no interest is caleulated in the abova
estimate, although it forms a respectable item of expendi-
ture in almost sll the families, Similarly no account is taken
of the ronts, taxes and local cesses, which are psid by those
families who own or rent some land, While ealoulating the
budgets for each family, which are discussed below,
due allowance was made for these items as well as
the expenditure on marrisages and funeral ceremonies, The
latter was an item very difficult to caloulate exactly.
The number of men, women and children per family as
actually found in the village was, as has been already stated,
1, 1t may seem strange that no regulae item fa & d for medicine
but when we take into scoonab the fact thab the habiv of “*doctoring” is as
yob completely sbeent amongst bhe villagers and the fach that thers in
free medical aid ilable within & b ati Roha, 1t will
appear to be justified, The country medicines used by the vllugm gane-
nllyoon verylima. C b )
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1.4, L5, and 1.7 respectively,. The net income nesessary to
amaintaia an averge family in comfort according to the village
comfort would, therefore, be somewhat different from the figure
-quoted above, = The actual sum neceseary would be:—

- : ‘ " Re As o
"Food 10810 !
Olothing . 448 o

Other expenses ©  '13-12 % -

——y
Total 256-14 '
The Balance sheet ol the Village: . - -

Caloulating on this basis the total income and the expen-
-diture for the 78 families of which the vmsge is formed we
.get the following figures

Income :— o

Income from lsnd . Rs. 7,183

" » lnbour Y, 18,108

.. » Other gources ¢ - ,, 688

* Total Rs. 20,979

! Enpenditure i— o R : Lo

' Tnterest on del;ts o £‘ o Bs 2,274" .
Family expenditura " » 20,838

. Total Ra. 22,612 - -

- If there are mno debts, we oan easily see from the above
figures thab the village will just be- able to pay its way. The
fact that the village has to pay an annual charge of Rs, 2,274
-ag intorest leaves am annual deficit of Rs, 1 ,638 or Re, 216
per family. .

If we try, however, to analyse further the economie eondi-
tion of the village families, the results we get are very inte-
wosting. It has been already stated that there isno family
which can maintain itself by income derived from agriculture,
without being supplemented either by an ‘additional income
from - labour or other sources, Wa shall divide the familiea,
therefore into four groups as follows:—
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(1) Thosé families which are able to sapport themaelves:
'mmnly by income derived from land, nnpplemented
‘by income derived ifrom labour, but in whose oase-
“income {from agriculture predominates.

(2) Those families which are able to support themselves,
mainly by ineome derived from land, supplemented:
by income derived from labour, but in whose case
income from labour predominates.

(8) Those who ‘maintain themselves purely by income-
derived from labour.

(4) Those families ‘which are in an unsound economic

. position, even when incomes from land snd outside-
labour are taken into account.

The number of families in each olass i

(1) 10 families,
(2) 85 families.
(8) 7 familiea,
(4) 24 families,
" Total 76 families.

Growp I;—This group consists of only 10 families. All
sltivate more than 5 acres of land, It is strange that these
families are hen.vxly in debt, The average debt per family-
for the whole .village in Ra, 170.5; while the average debt.
por family in this group is no less than Bs. 873, It is worthy
tp note that the number of adults is fairly large, viz. 84 out
5.3 souls. No less than 16-2 per cont, of the total expendlbute
of this group is for interest. The followmg will ngo an ides
a8 tothelt ganernl economie gondition;- .

ZIncoms s—from land B& 2,188-8

from labour . . . Rs. 1,643-0

. .u, Other sources Re. 440

. e 3,870-8
Empmdstm‘-— :

Family Expondltnre B B.l. 3.107-0

. Interest on debts - - 6020 -
- ' xa.s.vo»-o
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Group II:—This group .containe the largest number of
families, In fhis group are placed the only hotel-keeper and
snold man who is supported by an allowance from his
nephew working outside the village. There are as many as-
six families who have no debts, The total debts of this group-
amount to Rs. 3,905 or Rs. 111' per ia.mﬂy. The general
position of the group is shown :—

Income:— . o
From land = 'Res, 2,894-0
» labour » T1,625-0
From obher sources »  202-0
' " Total 10,811-0
Ezpenditure:— :
Family expenditure  Re, 9,543-12
Interesb on debts . n 672-0

'.l‘otal Ra 10,215-12

The income from land forms only 28.8 per cent. of the-
total income, The income may be said to exactly balance the
expenditure, leaving an excess of only Rs. 95.8 or Ra. 2.7
per family, The number of children is lower thanin Group I,
coming only to 20.8 per cent. of the total number of persona
contained in this group. .

It should be remembered that not a fow of the families at
present included in this group would be insolvent at the
slightest tendency of the current rates: of wages towards.
falling,” The inorease in the rates of wages in recent years
whioh have nearly doubled, and in the case of ordinary wages
nearly trebled in the'last ten years, coupled with the fact that
the price for paddy bas not mdvanced in proportion to the
rise in wages, has enabled many of the families to kesp the-
wolf from their doors away. Let the wages fall but a little,
snd many of the families at present included in this group
would be redused to the position of insolvency. -

Group III:—This group tontains all thoes families-
which -eultivate no land, but are able to maintain themselves-
oy thé produce of their Iabour owing to either (1) the small.-
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ness of their families, or (2) the hlghel.‘ wages earned a8
-skilled labourers, or (8) additions to their incowme by outside
contributions from their relatives, if we include the oase of
-a fitter, who is engaged at Patnus as s fitter in the workshop
of the Tatas and draws o handsome pay of R, 50/ per month,
the biggest rate for skilled labour obtained in the village. We
find that the number of children is very low forming only
10 per cent, of the total number of population contained in the
-group. It ie important to note that all the families in this
group are free from debt, The heavy annual charge of interest
"thus eompletely disappesrs from their budgets, The following
will give a general ides as to the esomomie position of the
-geven families contained in ﬂna group —

Income:— .
" w. - . _ From land Nil,
X K : » labour Rs. 1,865
I From other sources . » 862
- " Re. 2217
Ea'/pmdv,mra-— )
Family Expenditure © Re 1,144
Intereat on debts . Nil,

Group IV :—This group containe all thoss who, in spit®
-of their efforts throughout the year either as cultivators or
‘Iabourers, ecsrcely succeed in making the two ends meet, The
total debts in this group amount to Bs, 5,330 or Re, 222°1 per
“family. The number of children is the highest in this group,
-viz, 51.6 per cent of the total population contained in the group,

The following givee an idea a8 to the general economie
.position of the group :—

Income;— . . -
From land - Re, 2,605-8 , .
», labour. » 1,975-0

» other sourees . 836—0

Total Ba 4,916-8 4,916-8

Eaanmddwn-—-
Family Expendxtura Rs, 5,269-8
Interesﬁ on debts - " Rs, 1,000-6

Tor.nl Rs, 6, 269—14
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Thus there is s total deficit of Re. 1,353-6 for the 24
families included in thie group. This works out to an annual
defieit of Re. £6-4 per family. It should be remembered that
about 20 per cent., of their actual income or 16 per cent. of
their standard expenditure is absorbed in paying off the
interest on debts, It must be admitted that if we exclude the
item of interest from the total expenditure, the income anp
the expenditure sides nearly balance.

The following table summarises the economie position of
the different groupa into which the village is divided :—

G;oup I GroupII GroupllI GrouplV

Rs, A, Re, A, Bs, A, Rs A
(1) Income from land 2183-8 2394-0 Nil, 2605-8
@ ., » labour 1843-0 7625-0 1865-0 1975-0
® . » other source44-0 292-0 852-0 8:6-0
Total Imncome 3870-8 10,311-0 2217-0 4916-3

(1) Family Expenditure 8107-0 9543-12 11440 5269-0

(2) Interest on debts 602-0 672-0  Nil.  1000-6
Total Expendilure ~ 6709-0 10215-12 11420 6270-14
Debta - 8730-0 8905-0 Nil.  5380-0

Percentage of children 35.85 29.78 10.0 516
Exoess ( -+ )or deficiency (-)

of Income +161-8 4-95-4 1073-0 -1353-6
=30~ per family +16-2  +2-12 4+153-5 -56-6

It will be seen that in Groups Nos. Iand II there is
practically very little saving effected by the families. The
meagroness of the balance of income over expenditure iaa
suficient proof of the precarionsness of even those families
which are classified a3 “solvent”. A slight rise in agricultural
wages in the case of the familiesin Gronp I or an unfavourable
season would throw many families from Group 1 to Group IV,
Similarly a slight fall in the rates of wages would much
affect many of the families in Group II, which would be
obliged to live below the standard of living.
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The iollowmg points are worth noting :—

(l)

@

_ -necassitates the ineurring of debta.

That the number of children per family is the largeat
in the Group eeonomumlly unsound, -

!l‘hst the amount of debs per family is the largest in

Group I, which is solvent mostly from income derived
_from land, This is either due to the fact that

a person cultivating more land has more credit with
the Savkars or that agriculture as s business

.-




A group of village children.



"CHAPTER IX~
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS (Contd)

Capital Wealth, Annual Income and Taxation.

The tots] capital weslth of a village Iike Roth Khurd
4s sn important factor in the discussion of the economic
condition of the village and its inhabitants, The total capital
value of puch a village can be roughly estimated by capitalising
the following factors :—

" (1) Lapds of the village, -
«  (2) Live Stock, :
(8) Implements,
(4) Houses; and
(5) Cow-sheds.

Value of Land.

- There are two ways of valuing the lands of the village,
-Ones is to get the figures of the actual sales of theland from the
‘Sub-Registrar’s office and to ealculate the value of the village
lands on the basis of the average value of the different types
of land ss recorded. As has been already seen, the greater
portion of the village lands consists of rice landa, According to
the figures available for a period of five years preceding 1919
‘we find that 33 acres and 6§ Gunthas were sold for
Rs, 6,694-8-2, This gives an average of Rs, 201.5 per acre of
xice Jand, This comes to about 38 times the average assess-

ment, It must be remembered, however, that the figure

soarcely gives the correct value per acre for the rice land.

Firetly, many times, the sales recorded represent but
the nominal value of the lJand. Many other factors such ss
the relation between the Savkar and the tenants, previous
agreements between buyers and sellers, and others must be
acoounted for if we want to arrive 'at an approximate valua-
tion, Secondly, the records donot mantion the proportion
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of the Varkas and the rice land included in the total area
bought or sold. Now, there isa gulf of difference between
the currént prices for /the Varkas and the rice lands, and
unless we are able to know this exaet proportion in the land
recorded as bought or sold in the Registrar’s office, we are
likely to get ‘d very low figare for the rice land, At the
most those figures may be taken to represent the minimum
valte, below which no owner would be willing to part with.
his Iands,

Fortuna.tely, nnoiber method of arriving at a more correat
valae of the rice and the Varkas land at the current market
Tates could be availed of owing to the fact that some of the
lands in the village are being acquired by Governmeat on
behalf of the Tata Company, for their Eoba-Bhira Railwsy
line. Inquiries with the special land-aequisition - officer,
appointed for the purpose, show that the owners are paid at.
the rate of 80 to 100 times the assessment for the land acquired.
Now the average assessment for the rice land comes to Rs..
63 The price of the rice land per acre, therefore, according
to this caloulation is Re, 522, This ulso agreas with the
vental basis, The landlord gets on sn average ten maunds
of paddy per acre ae his rent. According to carrent rates for-
paddy, this is equivalent to Rs, 27-8, which after dedncting
the land assessment leaves a net profit to the landlord of
Rs. 22, According to the ourrent rate of interest, and making
allowance for the comparative stability of the income from
rents, the capitalized value for one acre of rice land comes
somewhere to Re, 450 or so. Thus we got that pne acre of
paddy ( rice ) land is worth :—

(1) Ra. 250 nocording to the s&les registered in the

Begistrar’s Office.
- (2) Re, 450 according to rental basis.

(8) Ba 522 according to assessment basis.
his gives an average value of Bs, 400 per sere of rice land.

Land, which is classified as *“Babi,” is generally used for
coarser kinds of rice, Aceording to the current rates it
would fetch & price somewhat less than land olaseified ss
* Rice land. * It is accordingly valued at Re, 850 per acre, *
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1t ig very difficult to valae the Varkas land correotly, ag
_the grase it grows has no selling value. The special Land
Acquisition Officer has awarded Rs. ‘80 per acre of Varkas
land to the owners on behalf of the Government, Loeal
inquiries justify thefigure. All Varkasland is therefore valued
nf. Re. 80 per acre. The same rate is applied to land classified
¢ Commcn Pasture’ and as * Gavathans,’ although the
vtlue of the Intter is sometimes very high, Sales of the Gavu
thana land, however, are very rare,
. Thereare 6 acros and 18 Gunthas of land clssslﬂed a8 Salt
Land, This ha# practically no lellmg value, It is valued at
RBs. 2 per acre, . . .
. The value of the total la,nd in the vﬂlage, thorefore, eomes
to Bs, 54,118-15-0 as follows :—

Kind . Area Rate + “Total Vulue
St Acres-Gun © Ra, Re,:  Ae, .
T Kharip Khalss *  128-21 © - 400 51,410-0
2 Rsbi Khalea 11-6 - 80.- - 478 .
8 Pot Varkas Khalsa  44-12} - - 80 . 1,829-8
4 Whole Varkas 28-26" 30 709-8
& Common Pasture 14-15 30 - 481-4
6 Salt Lands 5-18 2 10-13;
7 Gavthana £-~34 30 - 175-8 |

Total Ra, 54,113-15 -

Lands classified as * River Beds " and oeeupxed by roads
ete. have, of course, no selling value, .

2. Value of the Live Stock, .

It has been already stated in Chapter ¥ that the number
of eattle in May 1928 stood at 281, ' This is the largest fignre
recorded since 1894-85. The value of the live stock in the
willage, according to the corrent rates, as has been already
pointed out, eomes to Ra. 7,615 (see Chapter V),

* Bimilarly it bas heen pointed out that the villagers keep
» fair number of fowls, Taking the average value of each
fowl at annas fourteen, the present number, vix 241, ' would
fetch about Ra. 211,
7 . .
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- Thus the total value of ‘ the Live Stook and the fowl!
kept by the villagers would gome to Rs, 7,826.
[ . 3. Valge of Implements,

As has been recorded in Chapter 1V, the number of
agricultural implements is comparatively small, The im-
plements are generally of 5 ernde mske, and not of much
value exoopt perhaps the larger ones. 'The number of carts,
tsontrary to what Dr. Mann -finds in Pimpla Soudagar, is
slmost negligible. The total value of the implements and
the three carte possessed by the villagers is stated at Rs, 92),
according the current rates. (See Chapter IV), .

4. It is very difficult to estimate the total value of the
houses in the village bocauso sales are very rare, The fact
that only about half the houses are well thatched and have
mud-walls, while the remaining are of a very poor typs, some
of them having only Bamboo partitions while a few are tiled
and fairly decent, makes it still .more difficult to caleulate
their value with a reasonable degree of aceuracy.

-There was only one mortgage in the last five years for
Rs, 50, :

“Similarly, within the last five years, according to the
joformation supplied by the Sub-Rogistrar at Roha, where all
the mortgages and sales are recorded, there _ware only fiva
eales as follows :— :

One bouse, ordinary, sold for R 70,

v n » Of fair size, half-tiled sold for Rs, 200,
»  w» s very poor, sold for Re, 10,
" w 3 inferior, eold for Rs, 40.

. , tiled, gold for Rs, 100,

This gives an average of Ba, 84 82 aale value, It must
be remembered that one house of & very poor type is included
in the sbove males, If we exclude .this, we get an average of
Ra, 102 for an ordinary house, This agrees with the figara
obtained by calculating the mortgaged value to rapresent 75
per eent. of the actual value. Ca.lcuhtmg on this basis, and
making sllowange for the sctual ‘size and, condition of tha
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different house, as revealed 'in the house-to-house ‘inquiry
undertaken, wa geb s figure of Rs, 9,200 as the selling value
of the 72 houses in good order, existing'in the village. ' This
is somewhat high,'but when we ' remember that ‘the value
of the few houses, which are well-tilled and of & goodly * size;
is comparatively very high, the figure may* be taken to're-
present o fairly acourafe, estimate..., . ;

5. Cow-Sheds. «

The nnmber of cow-sheds-in the 'village is .25. They
vary in size and shape to a considerable extent, Many of them
have Bamboo partitions, while others are simply -open sheds,
The average area of an ordinary shed comes to about 300
ey ft. An ordinary shed with Bemboo or Karvi pnrtltxons
would cost, ‘according to the eurrent rates of wages and mate-
risls, Bs, 35, The total value, of the oowsheds, therefore;
after making due allowence for the difference in sizs.and
quality comes to Rs, 928, (See Chapter IV), ’

The 1otal Capital Value of ‘the village would, thereiore,
come to Re. 72,992 as follows :—

b

Capital Value, Por Cenb. of ,Totul.

. Rs, . L .
1 Land 54,114 R 751
2 Live-Stock 7,826 10.7

8 Implements 920 13.
4 Houses 9,200 © 1286
5 Cow-sheds o923 L3

Total .Re, 72,002 1000

The Total Aanual Income of the Village.

The total annual income of the village would oonsmt of
‘the following items i-m '

(1) Total produce of the land.

(2) Income from Labour,

(8) Income from Live-Stock.

(1) Produce of the Land,

It has already boeen stated in Chapter III that the total

-cultivable area is the village is abiat 191 agrew. Ousof



100

these about 60 acresare cultivated by owners,, The remaining:,
132 acres are rented from the absentes landlords at an average-
rent of tan maunds per acre, Thus the people of the village
get only about 126 Khandnes of paddy from the villaga lande-
as follows:— ,

60 Khan&ms Irom the 60 acres of rice-land eulti-
vated by the owners at an average yield of one-
Khandi per acre, 3

66 Khandies from the remaining 132 sores of land,
. rented from the absentee landiords, after dedu-
. 'cting ten maunds per acre for the rsne.

Total 126 Khnndxes

Now 126 Khnndles of paddy, at an average rate of Rs.
55 per Khandi, are worth Rs. 6,930.

' The income from other crops such as Nachani and Vari,
as well as Varana or Vs), is not appreciable and varies fromr
year to year a8 will be seen from Chapter IV, The average
income {rom these items may be put at Ra. 350 per year,

-As has boen already stated, the number of fruit trees

capable of yleldmg apy income is very small, Except per-
haps the tamarind or Chinch trees, which may be said to-
yield about 2 rupees each per year, there is vory little income
from other trees such as mango, Karanj or Phanas. An
industrious, thrifty farmer may at the most be sble to realise
about Rupee one per tree by selling the fruif in the market
&t Roba, The total income from fruit trees, therefore, ia Re,
126 at the most.. (Sea Chap. IV).
" . Xt bas been already remarked in Chapfer III that the
villagers cultivate, in addition to the village lands, about 60
acres of rice-land from the neighbouring villages, This
would leave after deducting the rent to the absentee land-
lords about 80 Khandiea for the tenants in the village, and
give about Re, 1,650 per year. :

The total grosa income from the vxllago lands, therefore;
ia 88 follows :—
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1.” Re, 3,300 from’ lands 0wned and eultivuted «by the
S vﬂlngen. o Tiel
© %, Re, 3530 from lands rented from the nbsentee land-
/ lords, © ' .
8. Re, 350 from crops other than pdddy. RS
4, Re, 126, from fruit trees, - | T
5. ' Rs, 1,650 from lsnds ranbed in gthet v:lluges.

'

‘Total Ra. 9,068 " .
2. Dicome I'rom Lnboln'.

"In nnleulahng the income froin labour, it wae held that
-an ordinary farmer caun and does obtain work at least for
five months in & yesr, after cultivating. his fields.. OFf course
duo allowance was made in'each case for . the number of per-
-gons in the family, the area of the land. qultivated, and .the
number of adults able to work, as well as the proportion of
females to males in the family. The total aunual income
-from labour for the whols village was stated to be Ra, 13,108
in Chapter VII1 while cnlculatmg t.he budgets for ‘each
fumily in the village.

 Income from Clmle

Followmg the method of Dr. Mann in his Btudy of Jate-
ga.on Budruk, snd making allowance for the faet that the
workmg season for the bullooks in the Konkan lasts only for
‘a month and a half at the most, as well ag the fact that the
‘milking avimals in the village, ‘both cows and’ the she-buff~
-aloes, are & great deal inferior to the milch animals in the
Decoan, we get that on an average each head of cattle is worth

. anoually to the village about” Rs, 6, This givés for’ the 231
-animale in the village an annual intome of Ra. 1,886, /

The total annual i mcome for the whole vnllsge. therefore,

"ds as follows:—

1. Income from Ta0d.cunensncRe, ‘9,055 '
- 2. Income from Labbur.........Ra, 13,108
* 8. Income from Cattle.........Rs. 1,386

Total Re, 23,650

1

t
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Tt must be remembered that such estimates can be only
approximate, but they ‘enable us to acertain the proportion
which cerhdin village charges bear fo its capital walue, and so
the relationship which they bear to the conditions prevailing
in other countries,’ "

1. The average nett return for erops, ealoulating on the
basis of figures given in Chapter IV, amountsto 13.2 per cent
of the land value, and 9.58 per cent, of the total village value,
It is decidedly less than what Dr. Mann finds at Jategson
and Px;npl& Sondagsr 8s tha followmg table will show :—

Both Khur@ Jategaon Pimpla Boud.
Pet eent, of the nett return of

crops on the land value, ‘13,02 ’18.0 14.7
Per cent. of the nett ratura for
cerops on the total village value  9.58 10.6 30.4

. 2. The debts of the. village amount to Re. 12,965,
AIn most gases, the security oun,K which the  debte are ad-
vanced is the property possessed by the debtor, landed or
other, The debfs amount to 17.7 per cent, of the total value
of the village, and they involve a charge of 8.11 per cerit per
'yeir on this value, In Jategaon Budruk, Dr. Mann finde
that the debts amount to 22.1 per cent. of the total village
value, and involve sn annusl charge of five per ceut. on this
‘value, In Pimpla Eoudagar, on the contrary, he finds that
‘the debts involve a comparatively | lower ohargo, viz,, 2:28 per
cent.. of the tofal village value,

. 8 The Government Asssssment, amounting to Be.- 718,
( see Chapter IIX) is-1.86 per-cent, of -the value of land and
*09 per cent, of the total capital valne of the village. It
‘will be interesting to compare there figures with those
obtained by Dr. Mann in his two villages:—

Roth Khurd  Jatogaon Pimpls

i . . Boudsgar

Per gent, of the land revenue
on the value of land, * 1.85 2.06 218
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"Per eent, of the land revenne
on the total gapital value of
the village. - 0.89 146 127

1t will thus be seen that the burden of taxation is com-
paratively lighter in this village than in the villages studied
by Dr. Mann. ’



~ CHAPTER X

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Such, in short, is the picture presented by the village
- of Roth Khurd, sitnated in what may be called Mid-Konkan,
1t will be agreed that it is by no means very encouraging,
It must be remembered, however, that the village represents
but, one type, and it would be hazirdous to venturs onm
making any sweeping remarks on the genera! esonomic condi-
tion of the whole of the Konkan, unless at least four other
types aré studied. (See page 1, Ooapter I). With this quali-
fication and subject to the new points that may emerge
from such future inquiry, the following conclusions derived
from the present study may be taken to be generally trne
of the Konkan, ' @

Even a hasty perusal of the preceding chapters will
bring bome to the reader the fact that from an economieal
point of view both the Production and Distribution of the
whole village are defective and need readjustmsnt. Lst us
see how far each of the component factors of Production and
the existing way of Distribution ean snd need be bettered
and improved upon, 5o ae to launch the village on & sound
economieal basis.

' Production.

* Poverty in England, Ameries or G:armny is 8 quos-
tion of the Distribution of Wealth. In India it is the question
of its production. ™ ¢ Man’s progress Jies in his effective
utilization of the mesns furnished by and wraong out of
Nature by his foresight, ingenuity, ekill and industry, Land,
Labour and Capital are the three essentials of production,
and to inerease their supply and to make them more effisient
ia to provide for & larger production of Wealth.”*

1, Loveday, The History and E ios of Indian ¥
2. V. @, Kale, Indisn Economics, page 64
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‘ Out of these Land is the first and mosi important
factor of Produgtion. Our detailed study has revealed that
-(1) the existing land in the _village available for oultivation
is insufficient to support the present number of inhabitants ;
and (2) that it is quite inadequate for economic cultivation on
account of the excessivé sub-division. and fmgmentablon of
the Holdings ( see Chapter III ), . '

 Now there are two ways in which this pressure on ]hnd
can be relieved, The, people will have either to migrate to
industrisl. centres like Bombay in iporeasing numbers or to
incrense the total produetion in. the village by resorting to
intensive agriculture or by introducing mdre proﬁtable
second grops more vigorously than at present, There
is practically no scope for extonding the present ares
‘nnder cultivation, as what is classified at present as uncultis
vated waste consists mostly of stony ground unfit for eulti-
vation, But a8 has hbeen alresdy remarked, there is’ no
reason why the people should not raise additional erops like
bripjals,, water-melons, chilies and other, vegetables by
digging temporary Doharas or wells in the bed of the river,
where it is not impossible to have water at a fair depth, It
ia true that thie would require some capital and a great deal
of co-operation, which, at least at present, are conspicuouns by
their absence, But spart from this, it certainly will not
require much labour or capital to plant every year in a syste-
matic way more fruit-trees like those of tamarind, Keranj
ond mangoes. This will not only in the course of time add
to the scanty earnings from agriculture of the inhabitents of
the village, but will also serve as a source  of uddmona.l fuel
which is growing dearer every year.'

There is another way to make up for the mauﬂicxanoy of
the land. It is the introduetion of (1) snitable by-industries
such as Dairy and Poultry, which have already been suggested
in Chapter V, and which even in the present tircumstances
it would be profitable to conduat in view of the good market
8t Roha and (2) the introduction of other euitable coitage
‘induetries like weaving, The latter ia a very suitablg indu,



106

siry, espeeially during the slack season, which lasts for more
than six months in the Konkan, and is bound to play a great
part in our ntt.empt.s f.o resuscitate the Konkan villages,’

But even granting that facilities for earrying on such
industries are afforded, it would .in the end depend on the
enthusiasm and earnestness with which the people take them
vp. The village at present is greatly handicapped on account
of an insufficient number of wells for irrigation purposes, and
‘there is a large demand for boring machines to dig the up,
The possibility that the Kundalika will be flooded in s fow
yesars on account of the tail-water from the Mulashi scheme
of the Tatas from Patnnsis bound to remove the erying need
of an adequate supply of water for irrigation purposes, Itis,
however, extremely doubtful whether the villagers will meke
full use of the opportunities thus afforded owing to diffidence
and want of enterprise as is found in the case of the -
villages near the Patalganga river near Khopoli, whers,
in spite of the facilities afforded by the tail-water of the Tata
COompany, the villagers are very slow and seem almost
unwdlmg to take up intensive agriculture on a large scale,
owing to want of capital and uncertainty of the Government
polioy regarding the people’s right to the free useof the watat
of the river fot irrigation purpoaea.‘

The size of the farm is s matter of much 1mpotb&noe from
the point of view of efficient organization. It has been alteady.
pointed out in Chapter III that owing to the deplorable extent
to which the subdivision and the fragmentation of holdings
is carried onf, economie oultivation has become almost an
impossibility. That some measure which would prevent the
fragmentation of land, whieh hss made 70 per cent of the
holdings in the village un mie, is y is beyond
doubt., The instance of Japan, a rice-growing country like
the Konkan, where the fragmentaion of land had gone apags
and more than 70 per cent of the holdings were unegonomis’

1 Ses the Bepors of the Konkan Co-operative Iaguiry Cx
the pomsibiliviea of ths utilization of the tail-water of lha Tata Workl l.
Xhopoli, : .




Io7 !

_ and smaller then 2} acres, not to mention the frequent
_ineuffigient drainage and irrigation, is instructive in
' this sonnection. With o view to increase the produse of
land, and prevent the inconvenience caused by the existence
of numerous small plots belonging to the same proprietor:

- geattered over & large area—an evil which exists in Roth
EKhurda and probably throughout the Konkan,—the Japa«

. nese Government passed in 1899,and amended in 1909, & law
which provides for

(1) The necessary interchange of land and the resbmppmg‘
. of plots. N
(2) The construction of roads, irrigation works ete.?
" “So far as the work has gone, it has resulted in consider-
ablexmprovemenbs of roads and canals, an inoresse in rice.
growing and a general convenience of all goncerned.”

"The introduction of such & measure in this part of the
Presidency, however, will have to face serious opposition, not
only from the majority of the Hindus, who are sure to re-
‘sent any measure that is apposed to their religious sentiments,
but also from substantial landholders of other communities.
The beat course will be to prepare a favourable public opinion
on the point by impgesiing .on the minds of the ordinary
land-holders the importance and advantages of such a etep by
the publication of more literature bearing on the point and
by vigorous propaganda, .

Labour.

It has been already stated that there is not a single
family in the whole village able to mend even their simple
agricultural implements, Except the two sawers in the
village, all the labour is unskilled. This puts the ordinary

k 3

1, * In order to obtain authorieation to form aayndicate for ths re-
adjustment of faren lands,'it is necessary bo obtain the wonsent of ab loast
balf the land-ownera in the tract In which the syndicate intends o work,
and thees lundownen musb reprosent two-thirda of sthe land affected. The
{orma restripped are d from land-vax and apeolal oredlt institutiona
are plovldni to finanoe them. ™ Keatings, Agricuitural Frogrese in
‘Wenbern India, pages 138-37.
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‘#abour-gim~cultivator at a comparative dmndvu.ntsge in the
dabour market, ‘The introduction of industria) and sgrieul-
tural education'‘side by side with "the proposed compulsory’
primary education would go s great way in removing this
-defect, and it is but meet-that the local authorities, now thas.
Education is complately transferred to - their ‘eontrol, should
ldjﬂsb their eduo&t:onal progrsmme to ‘meet this long-felt
want, - o

It is & common gomplaint heard in the ‘village that with
‘the rise in wages agricultural labour Yinsﬁend of " growing
more efficient is becoming less so. It is strange that a
lsbourer who leaves the village for industrial centres like
Bombay works shere in factories for more than exght hours,
while when he returds home he grumbles to work even
for six hours a day continuously, The stimulus for a greater
‘amount of effort seems to be lacking in the villige atmo-
sphere. 1If is due smongst other caases, probably to the
diffieulty of securing adequate 'remunerabion for his labour
‘in the field. - Con

Tuo the caleulation of the famxly-budgef.s it is taken zhat
-the villagers sesk and get work for st least five months in 8
year. While collecting the necessary materials in the village,
however, it was found that many a person complained of the
-diffiouity of getting work daily, while many a people at Roha,
where the villagers generally go for work, on the contrary
complained of the difficulty of securing labour even at tempt-
ing wages. Now Robha is only twa miles from the village
wo are studying and it would not have been very difficalt for
the willagera to secure employment only if they had exerted:
themgelves s littlo, ° The fact is* that the ordinary villzger is
reluctant to exert himself unless faced with stsrvation, and
would generally offer himeelf for engagement only at intervals
in'a month] Side by side with the facilities for technical
education, there is thns a great need for a eocisl campsign for
enthuemg the villagers with & higber standard of living and
8 hetter nnderstandmg of the value of constant labour which
would give at loast the hext generation s betler: chance ip
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life, There is also & good field for sosial workers to extrieate.
the ignorant villagers from the eurse of drinking and to:
make the poor mothers understand ‘the value of sanitary-
principles to prevent the high infant mortality, We must
remember that it is after all the stuff of which the farmer-
behind the plough is made that in the end counts, and that
all our efforts in the direction of improving the prevailing
methods of agrioulture and putting at the disposal of the culti-
vator ample capital at the lowest interest would come to noth-
ing, if we neglect the Human Fautor in our efforts to increase-
the general production of the village as a whole, with a
view to make it more self-supporting.*

Capital,

Capital, either in the form of impraved® instruments or
sturdy cattle, as well as in the form of ready money, is the
most difficult thing to secure in the village. The only
ocapital the eultivatar possess is the unimproved plot of land.
This absence of an adequate supply of capital, s has been
shown in Chapter VII, has reduced a large number of land-
holders to the position of mere tenants, by placing them at
the mercy of the Savkars. To extricate the cultivators from
the clutahes of the money-lenders, the only practical remedy
at present is the establishment of & grain-bank, and a eo-
operative sooiety, controlled by competent persons, A great
deal of vigilance will have to be exercised in the initial stages
to secure that the facility of obfaining capital a%low intoreat
is not misused.

mutrﬂnmon

Apart from the msuﬂimenoy and inadequaay of land and
eapital, a8 well as the inefficiency of labour whisch hamper
Production to a very great extent, the Distribution of the

1, The situation may be summed up thus: The majority of the farma
are of the wrong size and the wrong shaps, They are not permanent anits
and are not |uoepuble of nrdnly and ldeqnnn improvement. The maje,
rity of the are deficiens in akill, i 'y aod energy, and bhalauce
& low standard of endeavour by a low standard of living, Keadings, Agﬂcul-
Sural Progres in Weastern Indis, page 186,
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produce of land between the absentee land-lords and the
-tenants, who form the majority of the gultivators, is far from
satiefactory. It has been shown in Ohapter III that shere is.
Jbardly anything left for the tenant in the form of paddy, ex-
-cept perhaps the straw, and that owing to the mnarrow-
mindednesa of some of the land-lords, who are unable to gauge
correcily the effect of changed conditions, especially the. rise
in agricujtural wages, much bad blood exists between the
-tenants and the land-lords. It ig also true that so long .as
the tenant has no real interest in land, there is no hops of its
‘being properly cultivated. : It has been proposed in some
quarters, therefore, that the State should confiscate all the
land frowm the absentee land-lords and hand it over to the
.present tenants-at-will on certain conditions for preventing
the soil being deteriorated. -In the present state of thinga it
would not be advisible to take any such measure, and Mr.
Kealinge is quite right when he repudiates any such measure
at this stage of publie opinion, ag it i sure to come to no-
thing so long as thie excessive subdivision and fragmentation
-of holdings is allowed to go on space.’, 1 i

In addition to the msuﬂioxent produuhon, and the some-
what unjust distribution through the domination and exploit~
.ation of the absentee land-lords and the money-lenders,
wastefal ways of living such as exceesive drinking and unne-
-gessary expenditure on funerals and marriages, complete the
vigious circle of poverty.! The village society not only does
not discourage such waste in exmsumption but actually insists

1. “*Ehere are parts of the Konkan where rents are very highsod where
.much friction exiats babween land-lord and tanant...... But there wounld be
little advantage gained by any measures caloulated to take the land oub of
the hands of the non-cultivating land-lords, merely in order to aub;aol it to
the disintegrating foroes, whioch now affeoy p b-holdi 80
‘When steps have heen tdken to check the excessive subdivision -nd (ug-
mentation of luldmgs. 8 good qase might eastly be made out for measares
0 late the relation bat land-lords and tensats sud to stimolate™

wdneﬂon on land, which now langunishes nnder a system of dual control.”’
Kentings, Agricultural Progress in Weetern Indis, page 77.

« 2 Bee Professor Pherwani's tohougho-provoking book~~* Sooial Eﬁ‘wl-

enoy—lndm 's Greatest Need, » B
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on it from the villagers. It is almost beyond the power of &
single indiyidual or organisation to prevent such waste, which
-dn only be broaght nbout by B complebely ehanved social
outlook.
It will be eeen from Chapter IX that the selling value
of the estate of an average villager is not more than Re, 250,
at the most, if we exolude his land and its products, Some of
the villagera do not possess even this much and are obliged
to borrow bullocks and plonghs for the sowing season. With
thie meagre equipment it is almost impossible. to expect the
.ordinary farmer to get the wupper hand in his struggle
with nature and be able to provide himeelf” with adequate
food, shelter and elothing. How and where .to break’
this vicious cirale of poverty and to resusecitate our villages
is a problem that demands the serious attention of the ablest
“hrains in the coantry.” Many ;emedies, wnoh a8 the starting
co-operative societies, the introd uction of improved methods
f agriculture, and cottage industries, the introduction of
permanent land revenuesystem and others have been suggestad
from time to time in order that the villagers may be able to
golve the problem of bread more efficiently. But in order
that it may be possible to suggest an effective remedy for this
gnawing disease of poverty and its inevitable concommitants,
the immediate necessity is for more information to be brought
to light regarding the different parts of the province hefore a,
correct diagnosis esn be formed,



A APPENDIX.
AREA OF LAND3 IN ROTH KHURD.
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