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I am glad to accept t~ .aggeation" Of .IIIIIr.-__ ' 
aRBOOl&te myeelf with this int,.l'eehng volume bl aaying a 
few words about it. - , '. _u~ 

IndIa is a l'1oud ofvIllages. The study of Indian economIc 
condItIons l8, therefore, mainly a study of the economic hfe of 
tbe vIllages of Indl&. Tws Itudy 18 obVIously the necessary 
precedent to tbe eoonomla uphft of thIS great; but poor 
oountry. It doeenot, therefore, requIre any elaborate argument 
to empha81se the Importanoe of a detalletllDtenslve study of 
the condItions of hfe in IndIan VIllages. In saying this it is 
not lDtended to mlDlmis8 the importance of the study of 
other equally Important aspects of IndIan economlo develop. 
ment. 

The pioneer work In thIS connection has been done in 
thIS Presldenoy by Dr. Harold Mann, whose famous VIllage 
surveys Will be the gUIdIng bghts of all future workers in 
th18 unhmlted field. The spirlt of Dr. Manu's work in tha 
south has as It were Bown to the north. The rllrlll section of 
the PuoJab Board of Economlo EoquIrY lS maklDg orgaDlaed 
efforts to do slmllar work in that Provlnoe, and hal at pre
sent a programme of at least 008 village survey in each 
DIstriCt. The PanJab imblbed the splrlt of BombaYi Bombay 
must adopt the methods of the PanJab 

Though euch desirable orgaDlsed work haa not yet 
begun in Bombay, It may be pOlDted out that signa are not 
wantlog to show that a gradual development in tbe flght 
dlrectlOD is gOlDg on Mr. Ranade worked as a r_arch 
student of thiS School nnder my gwdaoce during the years 
19211·114. HIS work whlch forms ths subJ80t mattsr of thlB 
book, was submitted as a th881B for the 111. A. degree of th18 
Unlversity in 1924. Regardiog tbe merits of tbe work, I can 
do no better tban refer to tbe remarks of tbe examlners
"The thesis is an excellent pIece of research work, showlng an 
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almost unexpected grasp of the prinoiples and methods of first. 
hand 800ial and economic investigation. In a few places the 
cllndidate has allowed his statement of opinions to go heyond 
his data, but generally the papers Bubmitted form a tborou
ghly scientific discu88iouof data carefally colleoted and 
presented. W.oongratulate Mr. Ranade on his work: and 
the University on the possession of suoh a promising econo
mio investigator ... 

As another illu9tration of the gradual development of 
suoh work, it may he pointed out that a research scholar in 
this School is at present engaged in the study of the eocial 
and economio conditions of a village in the Surat Dietrioh. 

Along with Mr. Ranade, those who are interested in suoh 
work: will feel grateful to the authbrities of the Provincial 
Co-operative IDlItitute, Bombay, for kindly undertaking the 
'publioIAtion ollhis book. The wider outloJk 01 the Iustitute 
in connection with such economio investigatioll has been 
manifested in the enquiry conducted under their auspices in 
the l>istricts flf Kolaba and Ratnsgiri, and more reoently in 
the Pardi Talnka of the Surst District. 1 trost that the 
time is not distant when suoh iudependent efforts will be co
ordinated, aDd this importaat work oarried on in an organised 
manner, in view of the fact that the IObtiLute is already 
considering plans in this direction. 

School 01 Economic8, } 
Uni" ... sity 01 Bombay, . 

Maf'ch 19!fl. . 
C. N. VAxn. 



PREFACE 

What follows is an attempt to depict, as correctly as 
possible, the preve.i\ing state of affairs in a typical Konkan 
village. Away from the gaze of publio workers, the Konkani 
farmer leads his lonely life in his far·off village. unhampered 
by the feverish activity, so characteristio of big oities like 
Bomb&y. Baving devoted myself io the oause of the Konkan 
Eduoation Sooiety, e.n eduoational body whose sole aim is the 
uplift of tbe masses in tbe K onhn by the spread of eduoe.
tion, I was brought in direot oantaot with the Konkllni 
villagers, which wauld not bave been p088ible otberwise. tt 
shall consider it a sufficient reward, if this publics.tion suo: 
oeeds in attrl10ting the attention of social workers, '0 the 
grpat and urgent need of devoting some of their time to solve 
this vital national problem of revitalising villa~e life. 

I feel that the survey has not been liS comprehensive as 
one would wish it to be. But it would hllve been difficult to 
present even theBe fll~t9 but for the guidllnoe lind help of 
severa.l friends. Profes8ar C. N. Vakil, who so kindly oon
sented to write II Foreword to thie book, WIIS mainly instru
mental in inspiring this work, and in enabling me to give e. 
definite shape to my vague ideas on thesubjeot, by oontinuooB 
sympathetio criticism e.nd enoouragement during e.ll its stages. 
1 he.ve alsoderiyed much help from Professor N. V. Ke.nitkar 
of the Agricultural College, Poona, whose work in Agricul
tural Eoonomics ia well· known. Tea Dt. H. H. Maun go my 
Binoere t~anks for enligbtening me On many a difficult 
problem during the course of the work; e.nd also to Mr. J. B. 
Hl\rtehorlle, the theD Collector of Kolaba for his courtesy in 
placing at my disposal some of the figures included in this 
volume. My friend Bnd colleague, Mr. K. R. Athe.vale, haa 
been of great help to me in carrying on the tedious work of 
the actual village 8urvey, for which it is impossible for me to 
express my ob\igalioDs to him e.dequately. 
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I must also thank the Provincial Co·operative Institute, 
Bombay, for undertllking the publiclltion of this volume. 
I must admit that but for their help it would have been 
difficult for these pages to see the light of day. 

"1i::':K'19B7.} v. G, RANADB, 
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APPENDIX. 
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