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Jam glad to nneepbi aggestion - of M, - Daumuay s
assooiate myself with this uxyteshng volume by saying a
few words about it, 4 sk

India is a land of villages. The study of Indian economie
conditions 1s, therefore, mainly a study of the economie life of
the willages of India, This study 18 obviously the necessary
precedent to the economus uphft of this gréat but poor
country. Jt does not, therefore, require any elaborate argument:
to emphasse the importance of & detailed intenmve study of
the conditions of life in Indian villages, In saying this it is
not 1ntended to mimimise the importance of the study of
other equally important aspects of Indian economia develop-
ment,

The pioneer work 1n this eonnection has been done in
this Presidency by Dr, Harold Mann, whosa famous willage
surveys will be the gmding lights of all fatnre workers in
this unhmited field. The spirit of Dr. Mann's work in the
south has as 1t wera flown to the north, Tha raral section of
the Punjab Board of Economic Enquiry 13 making orgamsed
efforts to do axmilar work in that Provinee, and has at pre-
sent & programme of at least one wvillage survey in each
Duetriot,  The Punjab imbibed the apirit of Bombay; Bombay
must adopt the methods of the Punjab

Though such desirable organised work has not yet
begun in Bombay, 1t may be pointed out that signs are uot
waating to show that a gradual development in the right
direction is gong on Mr. Ranade worked es a research
student of this School under my gmdance during the years
1922-24. His work which forms the subjest matter of this
book, was submitted as a thems for the M, A, degree of this
Umversity in 1924. Regarding the merits of the work, I can
do no better than refer to the remarks of the examiners—
“The thesis is an excellent prece of research work, showing an
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almost unexpected grasp of the prineiples and methods of first.
hand social and economie investigation. In a fow places the
candidate has allowed his statement of opinions to go beyond
his data, but generally the papers sabmitted form a thoron-
ghly scientific discussion of data carefally colleeted and
presented. We congratulate Me, Ranade on his work and
the University on the possession of such a promising econo-
mig investigator,”

As another illustration of the gradual development of
such work, it may be pointed out that a research scholar in
this School is at present engaged in the study of the social
and economie conditions of a village in the Surat District,

. Along with Mr, Ranade, those who are interested in such
work will feel grateful to the authorities of the Provincial
Co-operative Institute, Bombay, for kindly undertaking the
‘publieation of this book. The wider outlook of the Institute
in connection with such economic iuvestigation has been
manifested in the enquiry conducted under their auspices in
the Districts of Kolabs and Ratnagiri, and more recently in
the Pardi Taluka of the Surat Distriet. I trast that the
time is not distant when such independent efforts will be eo-
ordinated, and this importaat work earried on in an organised
manner, in view of the fact that the Instilute is alveady
considering plans in this direction.

School of Ecomomics, }

University of Bombay, C. N. Vagm,

Masrch 1927.



PREFACE

What follows js an attempt to depict, e correctly as
possible, the prevailing state of affairs in & typieal Konkan
village., Away from the gaze of publia workers, the Konkani
farmer leads his lonely life in his far-off village, unhampered
by the feverish activity, so characteristie of big cities like
Bombay. Baving devoted myself fo the cause of the Konkan
Eduestion Scciety, an educational body whose sole aim is the
uplift: of the masses in the Konkan by the epread of eduea~
tion, I was brought in direct contatt with the Konkani
villagers, which would not have been possible otherwise. I
shall consider it & suffisient reward, if this publicstion suc-
ceeds in attracting the attention of social workers, to the
great and urgent need of devoting some of their time to solve
this vital national problem of revitalising village life.

1 feel that the survey has not been as comprehensive as
one would wish it to be, But it would have been difficult to
present even these facts but for the guidance and help of
several friends, Professor C. N. Vakil, who so kindly con-
sented to write a Foreword to this book, was mainly instru-
mental in inspiring this work, and in enabling me to give s
definite shape to my vague ideas on thesubjeat, by continnous
sympathetiq eriticism and encouragement during all its stages,
1 bave alsoderived much heip from Professor N, V. Kanitkar
of the Agricultaral College, Poona, whose work in Agriculs
tural Ecouomios is well-known, Te Dr. H. H. Maun go my
singere thapks for enlighteniug me on meny a difficult
problem during the course of the work; and aleo to Mr. J. B.
Hartshorne, the then Collector of Kolaba for his courtesy in
placing at my disposal some of the figures ineluded in this
volume, My friend and colleague, Mr, K. R. Athavale, has
been of great help to me in earrying on the tedious work of
the actusl village survey, for which it is impossible for me to
express my obligations to him adequately,
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I must also thank the Provineial Co-operative Institute,
Bombay, for undertaking the publication of this volume,
I must admit that but for their help it would have been
difficult for these pages to see the light of day.

-Alibag, Y.
March 1927, V. G.. RANADE,
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A APPENDIX.
AREA OF LAND3 IN ROTH KHURD.
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