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TENTH VAISHYA CONFERENCE.
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Tux Tenth Vaishya Conference was held at Cawnpore
on the 27th; 28th and 29th December, 1901, in response to
the %v:tatmn of the Vaishya Commaunity of that place.
Caw* pore is a very large manufactaring and trading centre,
and the enthusiasm, care and trouble shown by the Vaishya
Commanity there in carrying ont the Conference Progratmmé
more ;han justified the expectations formed of them. The
gat’ mv was quite as large as that of any previous yenr
and ,arly 2,000 delegates and visitors from the N. W. P,
the' anjab, Rajputana, Oudh and Bengal attended its sittings
and t ,‘10 large pavilion on the Cawnpore Parade was always
neatyy full. The arrangements made by the Recaption
Lom.nittee were on & very liberal scale and left nothing to
be desired. Every member was anxious to do his utmost to
make the Conference a success, The Committee comprised
amorg them the leaders of all sectious of the Vaishyas of
Cawnpore who by throwing themselves heartily into the
world made the gathering as great a success as it. was in past
years.

Lala Bishambar Nath, of the firm of Messrs. Ram Hatan,
Ram Gopal, one of the most, respectablé Bankers of Cawns
pore, as President of the Reception Committes welcomed
the delegates and visitors in an’ impressive speech alluding
specially to the sympathy shown “with the work of the Cone
ference by all the high officials of Government from Sip
Antony MacDonnell, late Lieutenant-Governor of the N,- We

P. downwards. Rai Sahib Lala .Girdhari Lal, Government
a
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Prosecntor and:one of the leading residents of Delhi, presided
on the occasion and in a long address after reviewing the work
done by the Conference during the peast ten years, laid great
stress on the necessity of pmctmal action on the part of all
those who were interested in the progress of the community
and of furnishing by their own--conduct examples to their
less enlightened brethren to follow. He illustrated this in
his owncase and said that he had been doing his utmost to
follow the Resolutions of the Conference and in view of the
present legislation of the Government regarding the ng ‘s of
Jandholdets and banking classes both in these and othe. ’,‘pro-
winces of India, strongly vrged all Vaishyas to march with
the times in the matter of commercial aud iadastrial enter-
prize. Ha said he saw no reason why modern Ve'shyas
should not occupy the position occopied by their an  tors
28 the. leaders of commerce and enterprize in the ade
ing world,

Lala Ramannj Dayal, Joint Secretaty, then rea’l the
#hnual teport of the Vaishya Maha Sabha for 1901,

The report powed that in pursuance of the resolution 5f
the Confetence of 1900, the Sabha submitted a memotial to
‘the Government N. W. P, and Otidh regarding the substi-
tation of the wotd Vaishya for Baniz in the Census tdport.
''he Government very graciously acceptel the Sabba’s prayer
and after fuoll enquiry the latter submitted to the Census
Commissioner a list of those sections of the community which
gonld propetly be classed as Vaishyas. These sections are
Agrawal; Rajbansi, Burnwal, Choruwal, Shrimal, Shrawak,
Maheshwari, Khandelwal, Bejaburgi, ‘Oswal, Nagar, Barah
Seni, Mathar Mahar, Rostogi, Ghoi, Gujrati, Kadimi, Gindo-
rya br Gandbarys, Dhokar Meratwal, Kolwaw, Jangtay Dba-
girwal, Bhatorey, Maurchitravedi, Paliwal, Jaini, Lubanys,
Kumaratan, Pokrey, Tonkwal, Parwal, Nimey, Padmavati,
Nareingbporay, Dasorsy, Kathors, Dindoo,



3

On the 20d November, 1901, & deputation of the Sdvha
waited upon The Hon’ble Sir A. P. MacDonnel, late Lieutes
nant Governor of the N, W. P, and presented him with &
farewell address at Agrs, The address and His Honor’s reply-
will will be found in Appendix (A, )

The Upadeshaks of the Conference visited nearly 100
places during the year. They were largely instrumental in
diﬂ'us:ing the eims and objects of the Conferenca among the
people as well as in collecting information on the origin of
the varions sections in which the Vaishya Community is
divide‘g.

TLe following resolutions were then passed. Most of
them had already been passed at previous Conferences, bat
what distinguished this year’s proceedings was the immediate
response given by the Vaishya Commaunity of Cawnpore té
Resolation No. 1V. regarding the curtailment of marriage
and other expenses. Their action cannot fail fo afford & good
stimnlos to the work of the Conference in fature years, It
moreover shows that the community is gradnally recognizing

the necessity of reform in the directions suggested by the
Conference.

Another important feature of this year’s Conference was
the Hnavimity of opinion on the evils of the present system
of education and the ability with which some of the speakers
disctissed the subject. The Vaishya Maha Sabha has already
issged a circular letter to those capable of advising it on this
im’ﬁ)ortant subject and it hopes soon to place before the Go«
vernment and the public full facts showing the directions in
“ﬂ;ich reform is needed, Rai Bahador Lala Ganga Ram,
Execotive Engineer, in charge of the coronation Durbdr at

elhi, gave a most effective speech on the promotion of techs
njcal education and in relating his experiences of the Parls
Exhibition of 1900 pointed ont how the Vaisbya community
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could best profit by the achievements of modern science in
promoting indastrial enferprize.

In order o encourage technical .education a silver medal
was awarded to Babu Ram Chander for snccessfal agricaltn.
ral experiments and a prize of Rs. 5 to Babu Prag Narain
for invention of a calico printing machine.

.. Help was given to the Orphanage by the General Secre-
tary by his donation of Ra, 5,000 and the widows of the late
Lala Darga Prasad, Rais Meerut, with their usual munifi-
gence made & free grant of 3. 25 acres of land for the eréctxon
of the Orphanage The kuilding operation will soon be taken
tp in hand and it is hoped that the Orphanage will be;an in-
stitation of permanent usefalness to the Vaishya Community.

The Vaishya Library established at Meernt duﬁng the
PDiamond Jubilee year 1897 now contains 384 volames..

“The Vaishya Night School patronized by the Sablia has
been pliced on a more solid foundation by the grant of suita-
ble aid,

The speakers at the Conference this year dealt with their
subjects as fully as those of previons years, - There was great
ananimity of opinion upon almost all the subjects discossed,
snd wherever there was difference of opxmon, the discnssion
was always most friendly, resulting in something good and
nseful to the Vaishya Community. Puandit Ram Misra Sha-
stri Mahamahopadhyaya of Benares, Goswami Madhusndan
Ial, of Brindaban and his son Pandit Radha Krishna, 8
worthy son of a worthy father, were also present in the Con-
ference and spoke strongly in favor of the resolutions against
early marriages and cited anthorities to show that the prac-
tica had not the sanction of the Shastras. They also urged the
Jecessity of the observance of Brahmacharya and the re-in-
troduction of the ceremquy of the investiture with the sacred
thread ameng classes in which it had fallen into disuse.
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After the meeting of the Conference was over, Goswami
usndan Lal gave a most impressive lecture upon:
ti (devotion to God. )

e——————

RESOLUTIONS.

I.—The Conference notices with regret that differences
‘?isnnion still prevail amongst the members of the com-
.ty in most places on trivial matters. Such differences
’ inostly duoe to mirapprehension and prove a great stamb-
Ylock in the way of progress of union among the com-
L :
"he Conference therefore invites the particular attention
members of the commuuity to its first principle of pro-
g uonion and removing disunion, and suggests 'fhg
‘ing methods for the more practical carrying out of this

+
© v

&) All members of the Vaishya Maha Sabha, ali
.ya visitors, delegates, and all npadeshaks of the Confer-
ought to make it -their first doty- to ascertain in thejr
ctive centres, tho state of feeling ariong the variods
ers of their community and its differsnt sections, the
of their differences, if any,-and the means of removiné

(5) They shonld solicit the aid of all respectable mem.
'of the community residing in sach centres, towards the
1cable settlement of such’ disputes.

(¢) They should organize 16cal Sabhas and Panchayats
- the purpose, and induce all members of the community
Join and have their disputes settled by them.,

(d) -All members of the cammunity be requested to

\Ip their poorer brethren by every means in their power.
(¢). The names of all such members who help to carry
4at the above objects should ‘be sent to the Maha Sabha in
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order’ thit publi¢ thanks be given 60 them in the
ference.

(f) All members of the commaunity onght to res
each other’s feelings and castoms,

II. That this Confererce, in reafirming its resolut
of the preceding years, notes with satisfaction that the efi
hitherto made in the redaction of marriage and funers
penses, and rémoval of pernicious castoms, are encourag,
but there is #till ample room for improvement and the?
ference hopes that mote persistent efforts shall be ma
this direction by all members of the commaunity.

In order to earry ont this resolation in & practical
nef the Conference snggests the adoption of the fol’
methods by all members of the community:—

(a2 ) Reform in distribution of charity and discos
ment of indiscriminate throwing away of money on ccct
of births, marriages and deathe.

(%) Reform of pernicious cunstoms, and enconrage
of beneficial ceremonies.

(¢) Framing of rales by local bodies with referex
local requirements in places where sanch rales have no
been framed.

I have already alladed to the immediate response 1
by the Vaishya Community of Cawnpore to this resolat
As soon a8 it was passeds I ask the leaders of the Vais
Community of that place to carry it out practically’
goou as possible and was very mach gratified to find the rea
uess with which they accepted my proposal. A panchay
was held in the Conference pavalion on the night of the 2§
December ih which the leaders of the Agrawala Secti
of the Community were present, They dxscussed item 1
jtem, évery thing doné from the time the ckild is conceiv¢
in the womb to the time when the man is taken to the bura
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ghat and his kinsmen perform bis Shraddhs, and made sub-
itial reductions in the expenses incurred on mapy of these
ssions, They stopped nautches, throwing away of money
*obscene singing st marriages and fixed the meximom of
‘nditare at Rs. 1,000 exclusive of clothes and jewels pre-
ed to the bride or the bridegroom or other relations or
ds. The Maheshwaris and the Marwaris of Cawnpore
since followed the Agrawalas and framed similar rules
~neir marrisgge ceremonies. The expenses though still
are much lower than what they used to be and it is
that this would be but the first instalment of reform in
rrection.

:I. In order to have a thorongh knowledge of religious

and rites, to discharge their household duties properly

» impart sound education to children, it is essential that
;8 skould be propetly educated, not only in the Hindi
sanskrit languages, but also in the art of household
gement. Butas such education cah only be imparted
operly guslified tatoresses, the Conference suggests the
ring practical methods:—

a) That the Vaishya Maha Sabha devote a pottion
fands towards the education of women to qualify for
esses, in such schools as the Sabha may direct.

(&) That prizes be given by ths Vaishya Maha Sabha
time to time to authors of usefal works on female
sation,

The Sabba has already pulbilished fwo Hindi Readers
table for Indian girls and females, Two wmore have heen
opiled and will sgon be published. These books will, it is
bed, supply a long felt want and ought to find their way in

Hinda households and female Schools, Great ecredit .is
to Lala Sannn Lal Kanungo for the care and trouble he
taken in compiling these books. Lalg Sannm JLal has
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practiéal experience of the needs of Indian females and
books combine the teachings of the science of the wast
those of the sages of the east.

IV, That this Conference invites the attention o
membera of the community to the undesirability of marr;
by widowers, after the age of forty, except when they ar
good health and have no male issue. It also recomm
that the practice of giving young girls in marriage
men, on receipt of money consideration for snch marr
onght to be pat & stop to. Such practices are perniciou;
demoralising, and are looked upon by the Babha wit’
strongest disapproval.

After this resolation was passed, I appealed to tht
bers of {he Conference to carry it out practically by L
their poorer brethren in celebrating the marriages o
girls and thus discourage the receipt of money from
grooms on such occasions. The sppeal was immea
responded to.

V. That this Conference impresses upon all me:
of the community the necessity of improving and prom
their trade by the establishment of Joint Stock Comg
and the encouragement of manufactares and industries, a
hopes that its members will avail themselves of every u,
afforded by the present system of education and travel.

' 'Thé Conference notés with satisfaction that its mem’
have estallished mannfactories at some of the more impor
Indian centres; but in order to make such efforts succost
much more oaght to be done in this direction, The Cont
ence also’ hopes that its members will engourage native
and industries and will use native articles of consaumption
far as practxcable t——

(a) All members of the caste who own manufactaric
trading or banking firms, may bb requestad to train & certa,
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namber of youths of the caste in their respective concerns,
and those who express their readiness to help in this good
work may be asked to send in their names, the number of
youths they are ready to train, and the terms of training, if
any, to the office of the Vaishya Maha Sabha.

(5) Anindastrial exhibition of articles invented and
manufactured by members of the community be held at the
annoal meeting of the Conference.

As I said in my note on the proceedings of the Conference
of 1900, the Vaishya Maha Sabha has already sent Lala Baba
Lal of Kharja to the Tokio University in Japan for technical
education. Babu Lal has taken up (1) Calico printing and
Textile Fabric dyeing ( 2) Textile Fabric designing and silk
and wool weaving in fancy and complex pattern and it is
hoped that the knowledge he will acquire will be of use to the
community at whose expense be is being educated. The other
Vaishya Student Baba Pirag Narain who is bsing trained in
the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institnte in Bombay has al-
ready passed his first examination with credit and has got first
classes in Mechanics, Ginring and Scatching ; Second classes
in Drawing, Sound, Light and heat, Electricity anl Mazne.ism
and pass classes in Laboratory practices and steam. It is
however suggested by many well-wishers of the Vaishya
Community that a Joint Stock Company with a decent capi-
tal should be formed for having their yoath given a good
technical education both in India as well as in foreign coun-
tries. The question is under consideration and wiil, it is
hoped, assame a definite shape during the year.

On the 29th December, 1901, Mr. Moreland, Director of
Land Records and Agricultare, N. W. P. and Oudh, very
kindly asked the delegates of the Conference to visit the
Government Agricnltaral Farm Cawnpore. He showed them
impr%ved agricultural machinery at work as well as samples
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of seeds 6f various kinds of grains raised in the farm. The
machinery is not at all expensive anl ought to fiud & placs in
all large zemindaris. The seads ( specislly the wheat ) also de-
serve trial at tha hands of our zemindars and if the experie
ment sacceeds and the out-tmrm- is commensnrate with the
cost of production, they should give place to our country secd
which is often of & very inferior quality., At all events there
is no reason why a trial should not be given to the metlrds of
improved agricalture adopted in Cawnpore. The Government
Agricultural School there which is about to be raised to the
status of a College, has already a namber of Vaishya students
who are learning useful work in that institution and it is
hoped that the Vaishya Commaunity wiil »end maby more
students to the College as soon as it is established,

V1. That this Conference re-affirms its previous resola-
tions regarding the prevention of early marriages aud hopes
thet in all sections, families and places where such marria-
ges prevail, boys ehall not be married before the sge of
16, and girls of 12.

2. That this Conference re-affirms its resolutions of
previous years and impresses upon all members of the com-
munity the necessity of promoting the physique of boys by
some of the following methods :—

(@) 8o longas students are under instroction they
should be encouraged to obgerve their Brahmacharya
( celibacy ).

( ) Parents and guardians should not only attend to
the maintenance and education of their children and wards,

but shonld also see that they take bodily" exercise and attend
manly games.

This resolation forms the backbone of all social reform
in India, and till the Hindus recognize it in jrvctice and
put a stop to the present system of early msrriages, no pro-
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gress of the race is possible, whether morally or materially.
We have obtained the dictates of the highest Shastris against
early marriages of both boys and girls. Medical opinion
is as moch against it as are the dictates of reason and
religion, and yet the practice has not lost its hold upon the
rich and the well-to-do specially in cities.

In European countries the prevailing tendency is tows
erds the postponement of marriage. The rich do this be-
cause they now require a bigher standard of luxury and have
in their clab life all that they need in the shape of comfort
coupled with excitement. The poor do it becanse of habits
of providence spreading among them, Itis quite otherwise
among the rich, of especially the Vaishya classin India,
There they still marry their boys and girls, at ages which
have been proved to be entirely -unsuited for mari-iage. The
Vaishya Conference has however been greatly instramental
in turning the current of public opinion in favor of post-
porement of the marriageable age. It remains for the rich
and influential members of the community in towns and
cities to show by example that they are fully equal to the
situation and will not be left behind in the race for progress
by their less favored brethren.

VII. That this conference notices with satisfaction that
the shortcoming of the present system of Indian edumcation
is that it seriously affects the physical well. being of all
students and leaves most of them unfit for work in afterhfe
has attracted the attention of the Government and that the
whole question is forming the subject of a carefal enquiry

It therefore begs to suggest some of the lines of reform in
this direction.

UNIvERSITY EDUCATION.

(a ) Uniformity as far as possible in the standard of
examinations of the various universities,
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(5) Fouf years’ College Course for the B.A., a»
hitherto,

(¢) Noage limit for the Entrance Examination.

(d) Standard of Entrance Examination to be kept
89 hitherto with the additien _of Indian Vernaculars and
quality of instraction improved.

(e) Universities to be left free to choose their text
books as hitherto but the English Course should be less
academic and classical and more modern,

(f) Greater supervision and control on the part of
Universities of Boarding Hooses attached to Colleges gs well
a8 the quality cf edncation imparted in them,

(g ) Students who fail only in one subject and pass in
others be examined only in that subject the next year.

Scroor CoURSE.

(a) Rednction of the number of Departmental exami.
nations,

(%) Iutroduction’of a gradnated Conrse of chject lese
sons and reduvction of Text Bocks.

(¢) Present Bchool Conrse in  Arithmetic and Geogra-
'pby is much too high in the preparatory, Upper Primary and
Middle Sections and ought to be made simpler,

(d) Vernacolar Education to be more thorough and

‘more practical in the School Course and the Course of classi-
cal education to be simplified.

(&) Greater liberty to be allowed to private edncational
bodies in the selection of text books and no undune impedi-

ments be placed in the way of their stndents taking part in
public examinations,

(/) Introduction of practical subject in the School
Courge,
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{¢) Greater encouragement on the psrt of the Govern-
ment to each section of the community to impart religious
educaiion throogh teachers paid by them.

This Resolution was the subject of much strong com-
ment on the part of some of the delegates who dwelt largely
upon the effect of the present system of examinations upon
the healths and intellect of native youth. Extracts from the
Viceroy’s speech at the Simla Conference were read and trans-
lated by the mover of the Resolution in support of the fact
that the evils of the systom were as much recognized by the
Government as by the community. A committee consisting
ofthe General Seccretary, Rai Kidar Nath, ma., District
Judge, Hoshiarpur ( Panjab ) and Rai Bahadar Lala Ganga
Ram, C. E. Executive Engineer, in charge of Coronation
Darbar, Delhi, was then appointed to draw ap a report and
submit it to the Government as éarly as possible. The Con-
ference hopes to show by well ascertained facts the direction
in which reform is needed. As regards religious education it
cannot be too strongly impressed upun all members of thd
Vaishya Community that they should take tbe education of
their children in their own hands. A very large portion of
their money is now devoted fo the erection of temples and
establishment of charitable institutions and there is no reason
why & portion of this money should not go for the support of
the institntions where religious education isimparted to the
boys and girls of the community.

VIII. That this Conferance, in re-affirming its resolas
tions of former years, again directs the attention of all sect-
ions of the Vaishya community to the promotion of Sanskrit
and Devanagari education, and the knowledge of the princi-
ples of morality of their respective religions tracte, and sug-
gests the following practical methods :~

(a) Education be given to every child in the beginning
in the Devanagari character, and all schools ( Pathashalas )
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which have bedn established by thé members of the coi)nmu-
nity, be superintended, and their system of edacation so
regulated by the Vaishya Maha Sabha, in consultation, with
their founders and managers, as to be able to impart sound
and useful instrpotion.

() Devanagari character be introdaced in all Mabajani
Schools.

(e¢) All Vaishya stndents who attend schools and
colleges, be encouraged to take Hindi and Saaskrit ad their
second language by means of scholarships and prizes as far
as funds permit.

1n accordance with this resolution which wad also
passed at the Conference of 1900, a Silver Medal was given
to Misri Lal, a Vaishya Stodent who took the first place in
the last Entrance examination of the University of Allahabad,

There is now a marked tendency on the part of parents
to give their sons a Hindi and Sanskrit education and the
recent onght to give resolation of the Goverament, N. W. P,
and Oudh a great impulse to the study of these langnages.
What is however required is a goidd Vernacular literature
snited to the exigencies of the times, and it is hoped that
the members of the community will contribute their quota in
this direction.

IX. The Conference notices with regret that its resola-
tions are not yet fully carried out in practice, bat that a large
number of the community often act in disregard of them.
The Conference therefore thinks it to be the first daty of all
its members, as well as those of the Vaishya Maha Sabha, to
show by their own example how its programme of reform
can-best be carried out, Itimpresses tpon esch and all of
them theé necessity:

(a) Of:not giving others groand for unfavourable com
ments upon their conduct ; and
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(5) Of trying their best to remove all misapprehen~
sions regarding the aims and objects of the Conference.

(1) The Confersnce further directs that all Upadeshaks
do report to the Vaishya Maha Sabha the names of all sach’
members as carry out its resolations in a practical mauner,
go that their names be published in the caste papers and
thanks given to them in the Conference.

(2) That those members of the community who help to
carry out the resolutions passed by the Conference in their
respective centres, be awarded silver medals at the annual
meetings of the Conference.

(3) In places where local Sabhas have become extinct
or are lifeless, or have not yet been formed, such Sabhas be
revived or formed, and that all their members, as well as
those of the Vaishya Maha Sabha, do their utmost for the
purpose, as well as see to their effective working.

(4) Thatall Upadeshaks do solicit the aid of all res
spectable members of the community in having local Sabhas
establiehed, and report to the Vaishya Maha Sabha the names
of soch as help them in the matter, in order that their names

be published in the caste papers and thanks given to them in
the Conference.

(5) The Conference, morsover, snggests that a deputa-
tion of some of the members of the Vaishya Maha Sabha
visit one or more important centres in the coantry and ase
certain how far the resolutjons of the Conference are carried
out in practice, and if they are not, the reason thereof and
how they can be carried out. They should also explain the
aims and objects of the Conference to the community ; and
the Vaishya Maha Sabba should publish and distribute
tracts, fally stating its aimsand objects and removing any mis-
spprebensions which may be prevailing regarding them, and
such tracts should be distributed thronghthe Upadeshaks..
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This resclhtion has been partly given effect to by the
Vaishya Sabha of Begumabad which was awarded a Silver
medal for their efforts in the direction of practical reform en-
forcement of the resolations of the Conference. This Sabha
is io a very flourshing condition. Its annual meeting was
held on the 31st March and 18t April 1901, and was astead-
ed by aboat four hundred men. Of these 76 signed pledges
for carrying ont the resolations of the Conference. What
we require is a number of good Upadeshaks which the Vai.
shya Community has yet to farnish us with. The fisld is
ready, only workers are now reqaired to sow the good seed.
The resolations of the Conference which members pledge
themselves to carry ont are carried out in most instances and
opposition is not now 8o great as in former times. With a
little mors coarage of counviction success is certain,

X. That this Conference invites the attention of all
members of the commaunity to make sach reforms in the dise
tribution of their charities as shall bring them more in ace
cordance with the injunetions of Shastras and would not
entail mere waste of money, and the Conference has every
hope that the members of the community shall adopt better
and more usefal methods of charity, Among others, it
suggests the following practical methods : —

1. (a) That on all cccasions of distribation of charity
and inauguration of charitable uadertakings, the iatersst of
Sanskrit learning and the promotisn of general well-being be
always taken into consideration by all mombirs of the coms
munity ; and a list of charitable baildings that exist, as welj]
as those that may hereafter be erected, be sent t» the General
Secretary in order that the list of the donors be published in
the caste papers and thanks given to them at the Conferencs,

(4) That afund be opened at once by all local Sabhas
according to their local conditions, for thehelp of the widowg
of the Vaishya community.
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2. That all members of the commaunity shall contri-
bute to its fands at least oue rapee at births and two at mar-
riages as well as help them on other occasions of charity.

XI. That this Conference, in re-afficming its previous
resolutions, expresses its entire sympathy with all Temper-
ance Associations that have been established in this and other
countries for the promotion of abstinence from the use of
intoxjants.

The proceedings concluded with the General Saecretary
thanking the President Lala Bishambhar Nath, the Secretary
Lala Kanhajya Lal, and the Joint Secretary Lala Jai Narayan
and the members of the Cawnpore Recoeption Commiftee for
the care and trouble they had taken in making the Confe-
rence a success. Thanks were also given (1) to Mr. MeWright
Collector of Cawnpore, for his permitting the nse of the
farade grousd for the meeting of the Conference ; as well as
for other asristance afforded to it, by (2 ) the Traffic Super-
intendent O. R. Railway, Lucknow, for the concession grant-
ed to the delegates of the Conference, (3) Mr. Dapernex,
District Judge of Cawnpore, for his permitting the delegates
to visik the Memorial Garden at Cawnpore and (4) to Mr.
Moreland, Director of Agricultare, for his showing them
round the Government Agricultural Farm, and (5) to P.
‘Bishambar Nath, Head Master High School, Cawnpore, for his
kindly permitting the use of the school compound and the
Boarding House for the accommodation of the delegates with
thanks to the office-bearers of the Vaishya Maha Sabha and

three entnusiastic cheers fof His Majesty the King Emperor,
the meeting dispersed.

BAIJ NATH,
General Secretary,
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To,
The Houorable Sir Antony Patrick MacDonpell!
G.C.8.1.

Lieutenant-Governor of the N-W.- Provinces and Chief
Commissioner-of Oudk.

MY 17 PLEASE YOUR HoONoUR,

We the members of the Vaishya Maha Sabha teg, on
behalf of the Vaishya community, respectfally to approach
Your Honour with this farewell address on your departure
from these Provinces after & most eventful career.

The Sabha, which has the honotr of addressing you,
représents one of the most important commaunities of India-
This community has from time immemorial chiefly concerned
itself with trade, and therefore has been the first to profit by
the facilities afforded by the British Governmeut for travel
and education.

It was however felt by some of its leaders that in ordet
to march with the times, and attain the position the Vaishya
Community once occapied in India, it was necessary to make
some important changes in its constitution. Reform in the
ages at which boys and girls are married, curtailment of ex-
penses .on marriage and other occasions, improvement of phy-
sique of students, promotion of female education, fostering of
& spirit of mutoal help, settlement of disputes by Panchayats
or in other amicable manner, encouragement of Hindi and
Sanskrit learning, above all promotion of trade and industry
by the removal of such obstructions as tend to hamper them
were all urgently required, For this purpose an annual Con-
ference 6fall theimportant sectionsof the commumty was esta-
blished in 1892, and has since been held insome of the
more important centres of the N.W.P. Rajputana, and the
Punjab, and the next shall be its 10th Session in Cawnpore,
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The Uonference scrupulouely avoids all political and religiouns
di}scnssious, and has the satisfaction of finding its efforts to-
warda social reform steadily bearing fruit. Each year it has
been gaining in popularity with the community it represents,
and has already created a spirit of cordiality among its various
sections as well a3 directed their attention towards social re-
form. XKeeping steadily before it the principle of working
on the lines of least resistence, and attempting only so much
as the community is prepared for, it is gradually securing the
co-operation of not only the rich and the enlightened few, but
of the masses also, and the growing interest shown in its pro-
ceedings and the increasing number of delegates, who
attend its annnal sittings, bid fair to show good resalts in the
near foture, In 1898, it established an Orphanage at Meerat, for
the maintenance and education of Vaishya and other Hinda
orpbars. This orphanage is daily increasing its sphero of
usefulness, and we hope it will prove a success in the near
fotare. The object of the Sabha in establishing it, is not
only to maintain the orphans for a limited period, but also to
train them in useful handicrafts, so as to enable them to supe-
port themselves honorably in after-life, as well as be of some
use to their country. The Sabha is deeply gratefal to Your
Honcr’s Government for the encouragement it hasaForded to
the Orphanage by directing district aatborities to make
over all Vaishya Orphans to us. The erection of a suitable
building for the Orphanage is under contemplation. Its
scheme of management has the approval of the local antho-
rities, snd District Magistrates “in the N. W. P. send to it
orphans of Hinda convicts: The Sabha has already a Vai.
shys Boarding House in Agra, and is going to have one at Ali-
garb,also for students of the commanity reading in the Schools
acd Colleges of these places. Anather object which the Sa-
bba has been able to achieve is to direct more serions and
earnest attention of the community towards the promotion of
technical edncation in order to widen the field of employ-



20

ment of its metbers. It has for this purpose sent a Vaishya
student to Japan, and another to the Victoria Jubilee Techni-
cal Institute at Bombay, to qualify for work in the vations
mechanical indastries that are now spreading throughosut the
country, to start new industries suitable to its growing needs
and to train other young men’of "the community in them.
With this brief expression of its aims and objects and the
work it is doing, the Vaishya Maha Sabha begs leave to ap-
proach Your Honor with this address and hopes that you
will take interest in it, and help it by your advice sngges-
ted by long experience in many spheres of public life.

It will not be proper for us to allude in detail to all the
important questions of administrative reforms, which have
engaged your attention during the six years yon have ruled
over us. Yourdesire to nunderstand the people, to keep your-
self in touch with them and take them into confidence as far
as poesible, your equal treatment of all classes, your sympa-
thy towards those who were in need of it, these are boun}
to leave their mark apon the administration of these Proviu-
ces. Your efforts for the relief of distress during two of the
worst famines of the century, and the way in which y»ur
Goveroment grappled with the situation are npparallelled by
any system of Government relief of formertimes. Work was
given to the strong and ablebodied, and gratnitous relief to
the weak, while those whom custom or honorable gelf-res-
pect prevented from applying for relief openly, were relieved
in their own Lomes. The sufferings of the poor and the cha-
rity of the rich were freely recognized, and the people of these
Provivces will always cherish with gratitude this phase of
your famjne adminpistration.

= Your efforts in dealing with the plague have been no less
snccessful. Fortanately plague has not yet succeeded in
establishing & footing in these Provinces, except on the east-
ern fringe. But Your Honor’s policy in working with and
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throngh the people, your wish to respect their feelings ard
cherished customs, their religious practices and social life in
all matters of segregation and disinfection of plague infected
areas, will always be gratefully remembered by une, and we
hope the principles followed by you will gnide all regnlations
in dealing with the plagne and other epidemic diseases in
fuature.

Your deep interest in all matters of edacation,
especially of the masses, and technical and scientific, will, we
hope, soon prodace good results. The main object of the educa~
tional policy of the Government ought to be not only toimprove
the morality of the people, but also to make them realize
their rights and duties in relation to Government, This can
only be done by combining religious and moral, with secnlar
education, and we are glad to notice your Honor'’s sympathe-
tic attitnde in this direction, and hope that the complaint
against the modern system of education, that it is more of a
destructive than a constructive system of religious beliefs,
will soon Le removed. Your Honor's sympathies for the edn-
cated classes are well-known and it is a great satisfaction to
us to know that the independent and questioning -attitude of
mind, which the modern system of education fosters, has met
with due recognition from you, Whatever differences of opi-
nion there may be as to the changes necessary in the consti-
tation of our uvuiversities, and the edncation imparted in col-
leges affiliated to them, there can be no two opinions upon
the necessity of the 1mprovement of primary, secondary and
vernacular edacation, and posiponement of English education,
till stadents are thorcughly grounded in their own vernacularss
The growing needs of the Indian community and the fact,that
a growing populaticn subsisting wholly or chiefly upon agri-
cultore, shall always be on the verge of starvation, however,
require that much more should be done both by the Govern.
ment and the public towards® the promotion of technical eda-
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cation, and wb hope your Honor’s efforts in this direction in
widening the sphere of usefalness of tha Thomson College
at Roorkee, as well agin establishing & school for technical
education at Lucknow, and an agricultural College at Cawn-
pore, will soon bear praclical results. The Sabhs, however,
begs to submit that in order to solve the problem of finding
useful and honorable employment for the people, and veidening
their means of subsistence, 80 a8 to enable them to resist the
ravages of famine on the one hand, and supply their growing
needs on the other, much more remains to be doné in this
direction. The variouns indigenons arts and industries of the
country ought to be improved, and education imparted in them
in schools established not in one but in sll important centres
of these Provinces,before the problem can be said to have Leen
successfully £clved.

Your Honor’s orders regarding the introduction of the
Hindi character as an optional medinm of communication be*
tween the anthorities and the peple, will remove an old and
well-founded public complaint, and will always entitle yon to
the gratitude of the vast majority of the Hindi speaking po-
pulation of these provinces. It will also afford a great impe-
tus to the improvement of the Hindi langunage, and the time
is not far distant, when the latter will be able to takeits pro-
per place among the more progressive vernacular literaturea
of India. The agitation against the introduction of Hindj
was based more upon prejudice and self-interest than upon
justice and reason; and we are glad to find that it did not
meet either the approval of the Government or the sympathy
of the people. The Vaishya Maha Sabha has always taken
a deep interest in the promotion of Sanskrit and Hindi learn-
ing, and bas already published books and tracts, and given
prizes for proficiency in these languages. But whils it is
deeply grateful to your Honor for the introduction of this
much-needed reform, it hopes it will be carried to its logical
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conclusion by proper encouragement being afforded to the pub-
lication of useful works in the Hindi language.

And now in conclading this address, we beg to aasure
your Honor of our deep and heart felt gratitude to the British
Government for all they have done for us, through devotion to
duty regardless of personal comfort of ite representatives like
yourself, In spite of the fact that we hLave not all been able
to agree with your Honor’s views npon the N. W.P. Tenancy
Bill, 1ot us acsure you most ¢emphatically of our gratitade for
all you have done, of our appreciation of your strong and ever
watchfol Government, of your always being on the side of
justice, rather than that of authority, and your dealing with
all in a spirit of equality. We hope you will soon be placed
in a position where you may be able to do even more good to
the people of India thanin your present capacity, and we
trust that you will never forget the couctry and its people,
but be always as much their friend as you have been hitherto,
ever ready to use your life long experience for the good of
those among whom it has been acquired. That the Almighty
may always bless you with health and prosperity, is our sin-
cerest prayer,

We beg to remain,
Sir,
Your Honor’s most dutiful and loyal subjects,

1—L. Nihal Chand, Rai Bahadar, Rais Muzaffarnagar.
2—B. Sham Sundar L4l, B. A., Rao Bahadar, Diwan
Riasat Kishan Gath,

3—Seth Natthi Mal, Rei Bahadar, Rais, and Honorary
Magistrate, Khurja.

4—Sahu Ram Rattan, Rais, Thakur Dwars, District Mus
radabad.

5— L. Joti Pershad, Rais, Jagadhri.
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6—1.. Bishambher Nath, Rais, Cawnpore,
7—B, Praklad Singh, Vakil anl Honorary Magistrate
Meerut.

8—M. Bishan Lal, M. A, Vakil and Rais, Bareilly.
9—B. Jaya Lal, Snb-Jndge, N. W.P.
10—1L. Baij Nath, Rai Bahadar, Judge, Small Cause Court
Agra, General Secretary, Vaishya Maba Sabha.

11—L. Ramanuj Dial, Rais, Meerut, Joint Secretary,
Vaishya Maha Sabha,

Speech delivered by The Honorable Sir A, P. Mac-
Donnell G.C. S. 1., Lieutenant-Governor of the
N. W. Provinces and Chief Commissioner of
Oudh, tn reply to theaddress presented by th
Vaishya Maha Sabka at Agra, on the 2nd
November, 1901,

GENTLEMEN,

All of you, who do me the honour of presenting me with
this Address, bear distinguished names in the North-Western
Provinces, and you legitimately claim to be the representa-
tives of the great mercantile community of these Provinces.
Any Address presented by such body counld not help to be im-
portant, but this particular Address appears to me to possess
special significance, Jndeed I may say,that among the many
Addresses which I have  received daring the last six years,
there are few to which I attach more importance than I do to
this ope: and this is not because, althongh differing from me
on certain points, you speak of my finished work in terms of
praise, but becanse you clearly show that you have grasped
and are practising the fundamental prmcxple which must oo,
derlie all successful attempts at national development. At
the present time, many educated and patriotic men are enga*
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ged in the effort to create or evoke in India a spirit of nation-
al life. Some of them seek for this national regeneration in
political agitation: others, including your community, seek
for it in social referm. I am not among those who decry po-
litical agitation, becanse I feel it to be a natural prodact of
our systew of edacation and of our scheme of Government,
also because it occasionally does good. While I think it na-
toral and inevitable that edacated men should interest them-
selves in politics, I regret to find that they give so mach pro-
minence to politics at the present tiime, and so little promi-
nence to social reform. There can be no lasting superstruc-
tare without a firm foundation, and there can be no honest
political life withont a substantial social basis. Social reform
bears to political reform the relation that the foandation
bears to the saperstructure of the building. If the super-
structare has no solid foundation, it cannot last. Therefore,
gentlemen, I consider that your Association by addressing
itself first to the improvement of the social conditions of the
country is following a trae and sound line of policy. When
yox have laid a solid foundation in the manner you des-
cribe, you will naturally address yourselves to polities,
and you will then do so with an assurance of success.
You will then approach political questions with a weight
of anthority which must command attention, and your opi-
nions will then be franght with benefit to the people and
with advantage to the Government. Centlemen, your Address
enumerates several important matters which engaged the
attention of my Government during the last six years. On
the whole, you are pleased to pronounce a very favourable
verdict upon our efforts. Whether you are more genercus ig
your praise than the circumstances warrant, I shall not delay
to enquire, but this I will say that you are right in attribat.
ing to me a desire to understand the people. Conscious] y or
unconsciously that desire has always lain at the bottom of
my th;ughts: for Thold that the true secret to suésessin
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Indian Administration is the resolve to look at all important
questions from the people's point of view. It will, no doubt,
very frequently happen,that the people’s point of view cannot
in their own true interests be accerted; but even when it is
wrong, there is often something to be gathered from it which
may lead to some abatement, or some modification of the view
dictated by theory or science. Of course, all administrative
or Jegislative effort must, to be successful, be based upon
sound principle. But granting this, I maintain that io addi-
tion to sound principle, wo need for snccessful administration
in Indis, the disposition to take dune acccuot of the conditions
of time and place, and for the idiosyncrasies of the people.
I think, gentlemen, thers has been for the last twenty years a
growing willingness, and there is to-day a much greater
willingness in the official mind to accept this view than there
was even & generation ago. Certainly, in former times there
was, to & much greater extent than thereis now, & teu-
dency to disregard native ways of thought and to reject pa-
tive ideas, if they could not be squared with some English
type. This tendency was specially noticeable in Agrarian
legislation on which it left & pernicions mark. That mark has
now, I am glad to say, been largely effaced in Northern India.

On the whole, I believe that kuowledge of the people,
disposition to know them better, and readiness to allow for
their wishes, aye, even for their prejudices, is more charac-
teristic of the responsible official to-day than it has ever yet
been in the bistory of DBritish rule. My hope is that this
disposition to know the people and to consnlt their feelings
on all matters affecting them will grow snd increase as
the years roll on. The necessary result of such a spirit, in
forming the administration in all its branches, is the closer
association of the people with the Governmént in all impor-
tant concerns affecting their common ,welfare. From such
closer association nothing but good ean come,
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1t is nanecessary, gentlemen, that I should touch on all
the subjects which you count to my credit, bat I will say one
word in regard to two of these subjects, viz. the wider use of
the Hindi Character, and the recent Rent Legislation. In re-
gard to the former of these questions, I entirely agree with
you that the agitation which marked the issue of my orders
on the subject was based upon prejudice, and not upon justice
or reason. Nothing was farther from my mind than to injare
any section of the commanity. Nothing was farther from my
wish than to hurt honourable patriotic feeling, My whole
thonght was directed towards removing & grievance and im-
proving the condition of & vast population which was saffer-
ing under a serious disadvantage. When I now reflect on the
matter, my wonder is that these orders which merely allow
people to address the Government in their own tongune, and
which required the Government to address people in a Cha=
racter, which they understand, had not been issued & century
ago. Ib a properly constitated Government, no class shonld
prosper upon the degradation of another, and where there
is true liberty of action, there can be no proscription of natue
ral rights.

Gentlemen, you conclude your Address by an appeal to
me not to forget the country and its people in the years to
come, It is easy for me to give you the promise yca ask for.
I could not, even if I woald, forget the country I have lived
so long in, nor the people I have liked so muck; and it will
be for me, as a rehgxous duty to ase for their good such
opportunities as may present themselves in the years to
come.

Qentlemen, I now bid you a respectful farewell.
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MARRIAGE OF -CHILD-WIDOWS,
MR, CHANDAVARKAR'S SPEECH.

The resolntion about the Marriage of Child-Widows
having met with some opposition at the Social Conference
held in Calcutta, Mr. Jastice Chandavarkar dealt with the
opposition in the {ollowing speech:—

We are now at the end of our progamme, but before
this fifteenth meeting of tha Social Conference is dissolved
I beg to propose a hearty vote of thanks toRajs Binoya
Krishna for having acted as our president snd gunided our
deliberations. I wish to repeat what I said in opening the
proceedings of this Conference, that we have reason to ba
thankfal to the Raja for the readiness with which he complied
with my request when from Bombay I asked bim to preside
at this meeting. I knew, and, indeed, Le also told me, that
he was a rigid and orthodox Hiodoo, but I also .kpew.
from enquiries I had made and the active part he had taken
some time ago in the agitation in favour of what is known
as the sea-voyage movement that bhis orthodoxy had encugh
of sweet reasonableness and enlightenment jn it to make him
& valuable acquisition to the Conference.

A PLEASING S)GN,

Ii is the orthodox whom the Conference wishes in part-
icular to move, and one special feature of this Conference
has been that we have Lad pot cnly an orthedox Raja. as our
president’ but aj few pundits bave also joined ns. That is a
distinct gain to the .cause of the Conference, and bad Mr.
Justice Ranade, the father- and founder of this Conference,
lived to. see this day, it wenld have gladdened his heart to find
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that the Conference had won its way into the hearts of some,
at any rate of those who, .we are apt to thivk, are stopid iy
blind orthodoxy. It shows that the Cooference doss not
merely register resolotions, but is exercising some healthy
intluence on the orthodox. It is true, aud I do not wish to
pass over in silence the fact that Raja Binoya Krishna has
not become a complete convert to the principles of the Soecial
Conference. On one or two matters he has been, indeed,
not with us: Hetold us, for instance, when putting to vote
the resolution about the remova! of “the restrictions on the
marriage of child-widows that Le for his part did not wish
to associate himself with it—that, as he put -it, ‘he was
peither for the resolution nor sgainst it and wanted to remain
peutral. Now, all I wizh to say to that is that I regard the
caatious attitude of the Raja as one which inspired me with
hope that as he is not now against us on this question of the
marritge of child-widows, before this Conference again meets
in Calcutta he will be with us. ( Cheer: ) He has come more
than Lalf way with as—that is a sure sign that ké will neb
stop there but move on.
THE MARRIAGE OF WIDOWS.

But arart from that, I wish to say s few wcrds frankly
in referecce to the attitude of a large number of people in the
atdience heie assembled, who, when the resolution about
the marriage of child widows was moved and also when it
was put to vote, lustily cried out; ¢ Many are against it. We
don’t want widows to marry ™ 1 desire to address myself tor
the gentlemen who said thaty; and I wish-te-ask them in all
seripusness whether they have thought over- what they eaid,-
and whether they comprehend the meaning ef the attitade
they bave assumed towards this question of the -marriage of
ckild-widows? I saw a Bengali geptleman in the andienee sit-
ting right in my front facing the platform, and-he secemed to-
lead the oppesition. I do not see that gentloman now in his
place, but if he is not here, 1 hope my words will reach him
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somehow,; and he wil', when le retires into tLe borom of
his family to-night, examine Limself a little, and then he
will find bow guilty those become of inhumanity who oppose
the marriage of a child-widow. I appeal to him and to those
who joined himin the repeated cries we heard a littlo while
ago. I ask them just to think over this.

THE OPPOSITICON IN BENGAL.

Before I left Bombay for Calontta to make arrangements
for this Social Conference I had indeed beard from several
friends that our friends in Bengal, with all their progressive
ideas in other matters, were strongly opposed to widowe
marriage and wonld have nove cf it. I was told that when
Mr. Justice Ranade had arranged the last Conferecc here
in Calcutta during the Christmas of 1896, he had to encounter
great difficalty in getting the Conference to pass the reso,
lution in favounr of the marriages of child-widows, acd I was
reminded that I shonld be prepaured for similar, or even
greater, difficulty now. Bat I came here resolved to stand
by the resointion, come what might. Last year at the Social
Conference held in Lahore we had a most enthusiastic and
ear: est gathering which took up the resolution most Leartily.
If at Lahore the question arcnsed no opposition, why should
it, said 1, before leaving Bornbay, why should it arounse op-
position in the very birthplace of the widow-mnrriage mcye.
ment ? \Was not the first and foremost widow-marriago re.
former of our times—~Pandit lshwar Chandra Vidyasagar—
was he nos born in Bengal ? Was he not & Bengali ? Did he
not live and labour for the cause here in Calcutta ? And have
those who call themselves his conntrymen gone so far down
that they have forgotten his teachings and wish to blot out

-of the history of the progress of Bengalees those pages of
it which stand to the credit cf Bengal because the name of
Puondit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar shines on them | 1 said
I-did not believe that,
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THE TERMS OF. TRE RESOLUTION,

When I arrived here I was told by a friend op two
( themeelves Bengalees ) that this question of widew-marriage
was a ticklish question in Bengal; and they seemed to saggest
that I should drop it from the programmae of the Conference:
1 told them I would do nothing of the kind—that the Con:
ference had been created by Mr. Justice Ranade for the
solution of ticklish questions—( cheers ), and that if the
Confereuce did not take thewm up, it had no right to exist and
meet from year to year. Now, my friends, let me say this
to those of you who were anxious to annmounce at the top of
your voices that many in this andience were against the
resolation abont the marriage of child-widows, I desire
frankly to reason it out a little with you, Have yoa reflected
over the precise terms of the resolution ? I think bot, or
else you would not have raised the ery of opposition in the
way you have done. If you reflected before raising the cry,
all I can say is that I am much mistaken in thinking what
I still think that you dre men, with hearts to feel. What
does the resolntion demand ? It only puts before you the
cause of child-widows—not of all widows, both young and
elderly. And what is a child-widow ? Is she not the girl
who ie married to-day when she is 10 or 12 or 13 and whose
husband dies perhaps the next day or before she comes to
know the meaning of marriage ? Do you think it epeaks well
of the loving capacity, the humane heart, of a people who
doom this icnocent girl to life-long widowhood while they
allow an old man with one/ foot in the grave to marry as
often as he likes ( Cries of ¢ shame. ” ) I am glad to hear
those cries of < shame, ** “for I see that you are beginning to
realise the sitnation. '

_ANOTHER KIND OF W1DOWHOOD.
Well, togoon, I admit that thereis a kind of widow.
hood which must evoke all respect and approval. Whega
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woman loses hor husband  after she'bas lived some years of
matried ' life,; and, thén' outof pious memory ~for bim she
resolves to léad & life of widowhood and abides faithfally by
that resolution, she must be an object of reverence. Such
was; for instahce, our late illastrions Sovereign ( Loud
Cheers )-Queén-Empress Victoria. I admit Hindoo society
bas many an ennobling example of that typical widowhood
which I forone, and, I think I may say this Cooference,
woald deem it & sacrilege to abolish. And the resolution
which was put before you a little while ago does not in the
slightest degree touch it. \We want the restrictions to-be
removed only so far as they touch childwidows. And do yon
realise—will you not realise how God’s corse Las fallen upon
us for being so crael, sv hard-hesarted, and releutless to the
sufferings society has goue on inflicting npon this poor
ereatore of a child-widow ? Yes, so long as we will not plead
for her, so long as we males go on allowing remarriagesin
the case of widowers, howeverold and infirm, but disallow
themin the case of little girls, so long will Ged's carse
continue to fall upon us and blight our society. I say that,
because I feel it.

AN APPEAL,

‘What, am I to sit here and find many of my Bengali
friends telling me that they have no sympathy for our child-
widows ! Then if we are fathers, let us say we have not the
Iove of & father; if we are brothers, we are selfish men,
inhuman men, not deserving the name of brothers ( Cheers. )
I ask, if there is one amongst yon who will now tell me that
there are many still against the resolution which created
some sensation @ little while ago P ( Several voices “ No,
none. *") Just wait, however, before you say that. Ian
glad you are listening to ‘me so kindly, but I have a little
more to-say, foF I am determined not to go away disappoint-
ed from Calcutta; I just eaid God’s curse had fallen npon
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un becanse we have hardened our hearts against the child-
widow. And I will tell you how. On many an occasion [
have found some of my countrymen who are gifted orators
rising on platforms and telling their Hindoo andiences that
the Hindoos are full of kindness, pity for the forlorg,
sympathy for the suffering, and so on.

{HINDOO KINDNESS.

Aud I have now and then heard Earopean wisitors
addressing my countrymen in & similar strain. That is all
very good. It gratifies our vanity. It flatters onur prejudices.
And it is troe the Hindoo is kind and loving, full of sympathy
for the suffering. Bat alag | it is all] kindness and love and
sympathy more of the passive than of the active character.
Is it or is it not s0 ? Am I wrong in saying that ? No, for just
note this. A little while ago, Lala Lajpat Rai of Lahore
who has done good work in the Punjabin connection with
Hindoo orphanages, has just told us in this very place what
you all heard with cries of ¢ shame”—he told us that while
Christian missionaries had started orphanages, Mahomedans
had also orphanages, the Hindoos, who form the majority
of the population of this country, had very few and those fow
straggling for existence. He said it had been found vary
difficult to get funds from the Hindoo community to help
their orphans, Well, I am not surprised. Where our society
teaches its members to be relentless to their widowed
daoghters, and sisters, to their own kith and kin, how can
it expect them to be activd 'in. sympathy for the deserted
children of others ?

THE MOTE AND THE BEAM,

We find fault with Government when the famine.s
stricken starve ; and yet we have not a word of indignation
for our own society which treats the child-widow as 1if she
hag no right to exist ! 1t is the home in whi~h' all the activ
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virtoes that adorn private and public life should be not only
taught but actively exercised. Charity, it is said, begius
at home—yes charity, the trne meaning of which is Love:
But in our homes, if there are widowed girls, what are we
taught ? We are taught not to~Teel actively for their saffer-
ings. 'We are ordained to be passive in our sympathy for
them, to bear their condition with equanimity instead of
raising our hands for the betterment of their widowed con.
dition. Society has gone onwithout pity for the child-widow—
God who pleads; for her, and Who has pleaded but in vain
has taken Hisrevenge on our society by so weakening our
hearts that when famine stalks through the land and
many a child is left an orphan in the Hindoo community,
the community wails not, works not, and the orphans have
to be taken care of by others than Hindoos. This is Divine
retribution, I assure you. We, Hindoos, are full of family
affection, but in social concerns it has proved to be affection
of the dormant type. There is no life init, there is no active,
vigorous, sympathy for the suffering, the forlorn, becaunse
some of our social .customs, especially this custom rigidly
prohibiting the marriage of cbild-widows, have helped in
drying the waters of that active sympathy and made us
solfish, timid, weak and thonghtless.

CONSCIENCE BLOWLY AWAKENING,

Our conscience is being awakened, however, though very
slowly. Though the cause of the child-widow has yet
difficulties to encounter, yet I see some hopefal signs of the
times, People in the Bombay Presidency, in the Madras
Presidency, in the Punjab and other places are gradually
beginning to feel that the child-widow has been grievously
-wronged. The prejudice against it is not what it was some
years ago. And yet in Bengal, we are told, the prejudice
bas increased and even the educated shareit. Is that so ?
Can it be -the case ? I won’t believe “it. When I was in
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Nasik, & holy place of pilgrimage, two years ago, I was told
Ly & number of strictly orthodox Brahmins that one disas-
trous effect of the plague had been to leave in almost every
Hinda home a child-widow. They cursed the custom, but
admitted they bad not the courspe to risein revolt against
it! But they told me they helped the cause of the Social
Conference as it pleaded the cause of the child-widow. If it
is 80 in Nasik, and other places, am I to be told here in
Calcutta that many are opposed tothe very idea of removing
the restrictions on the marriages of child widows ? ( Several
voices « No.” )
BENGALI PROGRESS.

We hear a great deal of the progress made here by
Bengalis, but I shall go away bitterly disappointed if I am to
carry back with me the impression that the heart of the
Bengali is wanting in the spirit of humanity for the child-
widow: ( Criesof «“ No! no!” and loud cheers) Surely
you, my Bengali friends, who opposed the resolution, did
not realise your position. I feel sure that now that I have
endeavoured to explain it to you, you will retract your words
acd show that you have humanity enongh and to spare for
the child-widow. If we cannot and will not, be humane to
her—if her wretched coedition will not move ts to pity and
draw tears from our eyes—if we will not do our best to get
society to better her lot—why, we shall continae to be guilty
inthe eyes of heaven of a cruelty that heaven will never
forgive, ( Loud cheers, )
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REMARRIAGE OF -HINDOO WIDOWS.
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ApDRESS BY DR, Burry CHANDRA SEN.
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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Last time when the social conference met in this metro-
polis, I had the honour of addressing you on the snbject of
child marriage, a subject franght with momentons physical
consequences to the individaal and to the race gonerally; and
I believe, I succeeded in convincing all uobiassed minds,
from Eoropean history and on physiological grounds with
the evil effects of that pernicious custorn. Thia year it has
fallen to my lot to say a fow words on the subject of remar.
riage of Hindoo Widows, and it is also worthy of your most
serious consideration from more points of view than one, and
ought to commend itself.to you all, for it concerns every Hin-
doo parent throughout the length and breadth of this vast
Peninsnla; but the time allotted scarcely suffices to enter faily
into it, and so I shall have to content myself by merely giv
ing a brief outline of what may be said on the sabject.

Before doing s0 I shall state to you an objection that is
commonly urged against it by educated and sensible men
from a social point of view. Itis this, that we cannot be jus-
tified in advocating widow marriage in India, where custom
and religion enjoin that every girl has to be married at a cer-
tain age, simply on the ground that the females outnumber
the male population of the country, This no doubt would have
been & valid reason from a Hindoo point of view if true, So
I referred to the census report of 1891 and would have dcne
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g0 for that of this year had it been available; and what were
the revelations of 1891. In DBengal proper there were
9,170,981 Hindoo males and 8,897,674 Hindoo females being
an excess of 273,307 males over females, 8o the objection that
wo would not find husbands for our girls if widows were re-
married, falls to the ground.

I have, however, gleaned certain other facts from that
report to show what great injustice we are doing to the
females of our country. Out of the 8,897,674 females there
were 2,693,054 widows, that is more than one-fourth. Of these
some must have been mothers and old grandmothers whose
cause I do not advocate nor do they require any, but I stand
here to plead for helpless babies and girls of tender age who
deserve your pity and commiseration and to elucidate my
meaning, I will give you a table I have taken from the census
report of that year,

Aar or Hixpoo winpows IN BENGAL PropEg.

1to4 Hbto9 10 to 14 Total.

2,348 7,964 29,863 40,175

Again in the “Indian Mirror’ of 11th September 1901
appeared the following taken from ¢ Tit Bits '":—¢ A recent
Government Census of India contains a remarkable statement
in reference to youthful marriages. There are in that country
6,016,759 girls between 6 and © years .of age who have been
or ere wives—over 170,000 of them are widows.” Whata
revelation | What a harrowing tale! It ought to curdle
every man’s blood that has en eye to see and a heart to feel,
Babies of four years of age and under condemned to life-long
widowhood ! 'What monsters are we that we still perpetuate
such an evil in our midst, and close our eyes when cctogena.
rians come into the marriage market. I will relate to you
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$ho easejof & toothless old man of 84 years of aga who lately
lost his second wife, and he being in his second childhood has
-been seriously thinking of again entering into connubial life
for the third time, and wonder of wonders ! fathers are not
wanting to offer their danghters for sacrifice at the hymenial
altar of such & man, and one was even willing, nay eager, to
give simultaneously two of his daughters in marriage to the
game and be done with them, like Sinbad with the burden of
the old man on his shoulders. Such heartlessness on the part
of parents exceeds the belief of any one not born and bred in
Hindoo Society, and you gentlemen can easily conceive how
happy such a marriage will tarn oot and what ecandals will
it not bring in its train. This again ia not sush a singular
mstance that it will create & flutter in society and bring exe-
cratxan on the head of the miscreant of a father.

The real canse of apathy in this matter is, as far as, I
have been able to ascertain is moral cowardice, in fact the
majority of the educated people of the present generation are
wanting in moral backbone and hence have mnot the courage
of their conviction like the old students of the Hindoo Col-
lege: for then education was real and not skin-deep; the nai-
“versity system of edncation is knowledge of large surface but
of little depth and the keen struggle for existence leaves the
graduates very little time, leisure or inclination for serions
thoughts or for further improvement, Unless the education
of the whole man is effected very little can be expected in the
near fatuve, and in corrohoration of my statement I shall
relate to yon a case in my personal experience. A man of
onr caste shortly after embracing christianity wanted o re-
enter the Hindoo fold. I proposed to s distinguished gradu-
ate an M. A. the desirability of taking him back to our caste,
he shrugged his shoulders and shrank back and said it was an
impossible task, but when the matter was bronght before his
father an old senior scholar ¢f the Hindoo College, -who was
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then more than three score years and ten, gladly joined the
movement with heart and soal and made the thing a fuit
accompli, These men wera deep thinkers and were well ims
bued with the Napoleonic dMaxim that no obstacls was insars
moantable, but alas ! most of them have left these shores for
8 better world and the few that are left are incapacitated by
age and infirmities.

Widow marriages you know gentlemen have taken place
among our Brahmo and native christian friends and we are
now in a position to judge from experience whether they hava
turned out happy ones and conducive to the well-being of
Society. I know persons who are the offspring of sach mar-
riages that would do honour to any society and these men
would have been lost to the world had their mothers remained
widows all their lives, perhaps to the scandal of society.

A few widow.marriages have of late taken place among
the Hindoo Community in Bengal Proper, but they are like a
drop in the ocean and the divisions into castes and sub-castes
in our midst scarcely make their influence felt, but honour
all the more honour-to the promoters and sapporters of this
much wished for reform.

En passant, I may here observe, that people may think
that I am wanting in vensration to our ancient law-givers
{ Munis and Rishis) by advocating remarriage of Hindoo
widows. No, I yield to none of any countrymen in my res-
pect for them; for they are the monuments of India’s glory
and pride in her present degeuerate days, Do 1 for & moment
doubt that they were not wise ? Certainly they were wiset
than we are, for they had the courage to legislate for their
own times; bat wounld it be wise for us, and showing veneras
tion to them, to act as they did under altered circnmstances ¢
Or woald it pot prove that we are not unworthy descendants
of those great ancestors if we act as ‘they would have dons
in our own times and circamstances.
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‘Indis originally , as yon all admit, was spiritually great
and laws and capons were framed accordingly forthe differeat
Joogs suited to the wants and capabilities of the people.
Kali Joog ortheironage is of all the Joogs least spiritnal
and most materialistic and to -think or dream of keeping up
the old spirituality or even its semblance is to deceive oar-
selves and be the langhing stock of the world.

Now the points from which the subject may be discussed
are four viz :—social, moral, religious and political. Let us
first consider it from a social point of view. Socially isthe
lot of the Hindoo widow ar enviable or evea an endarable
one ? Is not her position in society lamentable in the ex-
tremg ? For is she not the drudge of the family of her father
or of ber husband ? And if she be rich, is she not the victim
of unscrupulous ralatives and priests ? Is she not deprived of
her ornaments and fine clothes and in some parts of the
country even with the fine crop of hair on her head, the gift of
God, a gift, she prizes most and all this in most cases done
against her will ? Is this your homanity ? Is thisyour kind
and benignant natare ? Is this your mercy.? Do we not Hin-
dans pride ourselves as the mest humane of human beings on
the face of the earth 7 Where is your hnmapity then when
you are so cruel to your nearest and dearest ones, your own
daughters and sisters ? Is there a father in this vast Peninsula
that can look with unconcern on the writhing agonies of his
widowed danghter? Are your hearts so steeled withadamant that
they move not at the life-long sufferings of your own tlesh and
blood ? Do you not my countrymen of Bengal boast of your
intellectnal saperiority over the people of other Presidencies ?
Do yor not call Madras the benighted Presidency ? Look at
this and that and say how you figure yourselves in the great
theatre of India a mere pigmy in acorner, though a very giant
in your own estimation, Speak not of Bombay or of even
the North-West nhow United Provinces and the Punjab for
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they have beaten you hollow by the doings of the Arya Samaj.
Do you not know that a great change of ideas has taken
place amongst us all ? Are you the same being as your grand-
fathers were 7 Are not your minds imbued with liberal
thoughts and ideas ? And do not those thonghts and ideas
permeata those around you? And do you think that your
women kind are 80 stupid and dull-headed that they livein
blessed ignorance of all the changes that are going around
them ? Do you not observe a change in the new women of
our own counfry 7 Are they like their old grandmothers ?
Can you long withhold from them their inalianable rights
when their eyes are opened ? If you attempt to do anything
of the kind there would be & rebellion that wonld shake
Hindoo Society to its very foundation and make you regret
your criminal apathy and indifference, your position woulds
then indeed, be more pitiable than that of King John at
Runnymede. Priests, gentlemen, in all ages and in all cozztricss
are the great opponents of reformation of any kind, however
comfortable to reason or common sense and it is no wonderthat
they should be particnlarly so on this head; for is not a rich
childless widow an estate to them ? It is against human na-
ture to forego such temptations, for how many Vidya-sagars
will you find in any nation who will work disinterestedly for
the common weal, and forego all personal or clannish inter-
est. Have you yourselves not shaken off the lethargy of ages
and left conservative Hindooism behind when your own inte-
rests or predilections are concerned, and do you not assert
yourselves as rational beings ' Then why this cold-hearted
callonsness in the affairs of the gentler sex who look up to
you only for help in all matters affecting their welfare and
who are yet dumb and weep in silence ? Are you, my coantry~
men, faithfal stewards of your wards or neglectfaul of their
vital interests ?

Now let us consider it from a moral point of view, and
you say from the bottom of your heart, has not this become
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b great evil {4 oar midst’? Is not & young widow a source of
constant'’ anxiety to her parents and is she not constantly
watched lest she should go astray, though women, gentlemen,
as a rule, have a far higher moral nature than men, but is
there no limit to human endurance ? Are they not made of
the same flesh and blood as yodrselves ? Has the All Mereci-
ful Father intended the Hindoo widows only to lead the life
of anchorites and men to do as snit their fancy or inclina-
tion ? Is religion intended for the females of this conntry to
observe and practise and not for the sterner sex ? I will tell
you how this has happened, the strong is always the lawgiver
and placed women at a disadvantage and youn, my educated
countrymen, can fally realise this nnder British rale. So the
weaker vessel always goes to the wall, In fact our females are
obliged to make virtue a necessity, but tell me my conntry-
men have you eucceeded in preventing the inevitable lapses;
for you must remember that the ¢instinet of procreation
stands only second to the instinct of self-preservation,” then
why not purge society of crime and its contamination, I will
not further ontrage your feelings by laying before you the
immorality cansed by your utter disregard of the fitness of
things, and only read to you short extracts from the last ap-
peal of our venerable Vidyasagar to his countrymen.

I here give a free translation for the benefit of the andi-
ence unacquainted with the Bengalee language.

Thanks to thee, O custom ! What Almighty influence
thou wieldest. By thy influence religion is condemned as
irreligion and irreligion is honoured as religion. O Indians !
how long shall you sleep, the sleep of delusion. Open once
your eyes and see how the country is inundated with the
crime of fosticide. O religion! it is difficult to understand
thee ; thou only knowest what preserves thee or what extin-
guishes thee,
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Gentlemen, you hold yearly memorial meetings throngh-
out Bengal to keep the memory of the revered Pundit Ishwar
Cbandra Vidyasagar green before the minds of the rising
generation. Why this mockery then, when you are not pre-
pared to act ? I once had the honour of presiding in one of
such meetings and to my utter surprise I fournd an M.A., B.L,
expatiating in eloquent langnage on the good qualities of our
late Jamented countryman, as a patriot, as a philanthropist,
as an edocationist and as one who materially helped to the
formation of the Bengales language; bat did not say a single
word about him as a reformer, a subject on which he stands
pre-eminent amongst his countrymen, what he had done for
the Remarriage of Hindoo Widows, what physical and men-
tal labours he underwent, what researches he had to make
single-handed to combat his numerous antagonists, what
debts he incurred, what approbrium and persecution he suf-
fered, and what dangers he was threatened with and what
troubles he had to undergo to get the marriage legalised. He
defied all and stood firm as a rock, answayed by fear or hope
of favoor, and undeterred or undismayed by the labours of the
Herculean task before him, when almost all India stood up
as one man to oppose him. Such meetings, Geatlemen, can
do no good; if his spirit were to see us from above would he
be pleased with the tall talk in such meetings or woald he
not bs better pleased with a single widow marriage ? Gentle-
men, wo sadly want an organisation of honest, sincere, and
earnest men throughont the Jand to bring about this necessary
reform, if such men badd themselves together they can
achieve wonders, This is the remedy and this will in coarse
of time, prove our salvation, Beaten we may be for a time,
but let na—

“ Combatting because we ought to combat *
“ Rejoicing fight, and still rejoicing fall, ”

sure that victory will come, if not to us, to our saccessors,
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Bengal,' wesk Bengal, is all for tall talk but not for ace
tion to ameliorate their own or their country’s condition, fore
getting that the days of talk are gone by, the era of action
has commenced.

Thirdly let us consider it from a religions point of view.
Of course I am not competent™ from personal knowledge of
the Shastras nor is this the place, but this much I can say
without fear of contradiction that our revered countryman
Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar has convincingly proved
from Parashar Sankita, the special law for Kolijoog its
direct, and from the sayings of other Rishis of Ancient India
their implied sanction for this practice and has cited cases
where widow marringes had taken place, this has been sup-
ported by my learned friend Pundit Rajendra Chunder Shas-
try M. A., in his recent lectore at the Sahitya Sabba, ¢ On
the marners, customs and the State of Society in Aucient
India " he has brought forward irrefragable testimony from
the treatise on Erotics by the sage Vatsyayana or Chavakya
through whose Statesmanship the Mouryya dynasty was
firmly seated on the throne; that widow marriage wasin
vogue so Jate in  Kolijoog as 312 B, C, and after, 8o you see
gentlemen that both the Shastras and practice are in our
favour though the lattar has of late become obsolete and if
it be so and found good, as I have shown you, shonld be
revived withont loss of time for the good of the country. Bat
custom, gentlemen, rules Supreme in this priest-ridden land.
Thanks to our paternal government, English education has
opened oat our eyes though we are ever, too slow to reduce
our just beliefs into proctige; we should no longer wait for
time but take time by the forelock and makse it serve us. To
wait for time is & mere excuse for neglecting one of our most
important duties to the females of our country,

And now my friends let us take the subject in its politi-
cal aspect; this will perhaps not be relished by some, but
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truth must be told though it may be unpleasant. Do yom
not my countrymen meet in Congress year after year to assert
your rights and privileges as Dritish citizens? Do you not
on the platform and in the public press say that what is
sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander as well, and whag
have you dote to bestow the same rights and privileges you
yourselves enjoy, ta your own daughters and sisters ? If you
are not prepared to make any concession on behalf of your
own kith and kin how can you in the name of common sense,
ask and expect any from your rulers who are alien to you by
caste, country, and religion, To my mind it is only their
sense of justice and generosity that has given the little you
now enjoy, though you yourselves will not lift your little
finger to ameliorate the condition of half the Hindco race
Will you not by your unfeeling and inhuman conduct lay
yourselves open to the charge bronght against by the sight.
less bard of Bengal Babu Hem Chunder Banerjee.

*Oh you Hindoo wretches. Is this your kindly beha-
viour? 1Is this your humanity ? Does not the noble Aryan
blood flow in your veins? Do you not pride yourselves as the
cream of the earth 7 Are you_not trampling to death, like
fiends, the country’s fair sex ? ’

Again in another place he says:-

Oh ye cruel race with hearts of stone ! Will you be
ever blind and deaf to the miseries of your woman kind with
your eyes and ears open and make no distinction in favour of
little girls and younthful ones, and only satisfy fell custom
with their sacrifice. 1f this be the dictum of your scriptures
then why did God make females take their birth in this curs-
ed land. Man makes no delay in marrying for the second or
third time or oftener. Is dumb woman to remain a widow all
her life ¢’
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And if the above be true to life will not the widows be
justiﬁed in cursing you, your religion and the country that
gave them birth in the following strain :

‘ Long have we wept, will weep no more, and satisfy ounr
hearts longing this time. ]f there be a God above, Ilis re-
tributive justice will soon overtake you and knock this o pre.
ssion on the head, root and branch. Hindoo religion will be
swept away from off the face of the earth, and there will be
none to represent the Hindoo race. Will yon not see yo wre-
tches that it is by the curse of widows that you are ever
trampled ander the feet’ of Mlechhas and redaced to this abject
condition.

And do you not know the common adage amongst us
“ Mental agony is as potent as a Munis curse. ”’

Do you for a moment doubt that their wailings and
lamentations have not yet reached the throne of the Most
High? If you do to you are sadly mistaken. Why then this
fall? Your national degradation isin proportion to your
morai obliqguity. Do we not trace the downfall of the great
Napoleon to his inhuman condnct towards his faithful and
devoted spouse Empress Josephine ?

I now appeal to you my countrymen and co-religionists
to ponder seriously over the matter and judge for yourselves
whether what I have stated is conformable to reason, cc.s0-
nant with religion, congenial to your feelings, and adapted to
the necessity cf the times and state of society. Shall we
Hindoos after a century of English educatien imbued with
the highest thoughts of the East and 'the West, which onr
Paternal Government has placed at our very doors, nphold or
tacitly acquiesce in this monster inequity against half the
Hindoo race, and who are they ? Our nearest kith and kin,
our own dear danghters and sisters. DBetter nature recoils at
it, humanity shudders at it, expediency demands it, yet we of
stony hearts look with unconcern. Vhat answer will you my
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countrymen give on the Day of Judgment when you shall
have to render an account of yourselves ? 'Will yoa not lift
your little finger to remove this stain from your national cha-
racter, and appear before yonr Maker with clean hands and
a clear heart? You will not uanaturally say that it is the
enexorable custom that stands in your way but custom you
know is a plague to wise men, and shall yon be bound hand
and foot when your minds are enlightened and freed from the
fear of crafty priests. You might have said so when your
minds were & perfect blank unenlightened by a single ray of
light either from the East or the West, baot to say so now, is
to stultify yourselves and belie the liberal education you have
received; and your enemies will not be unjustified in saying
that it is not even skin deep. Do you not know that ¢ to
whem mauch is given of him much shall be required »’ and to
“do unto others as you wish to be done by.” But custom
you know gentlemen is not religion, religion (truth) chane
geth not, though custom varies from age to age and country
to country. Does religion stand in your way ? Has not our
valiant Vidyasagar paved the way before yon and smoothed
it with his life-blood that you may go even with your eyes
closed and yet you hesitate and recoil ? Are you not ashamed
my countrymen of Lower Bengal ? Have not you made that
precious gift of Vidyasagar a dead letter in the land of his
birth, and yet you hold yearly memorial meetings for him all
over the land. Be consistent and God fearing, if not God
loving, and be up and doing and who can doubt that with
“ Heart within and God r0%r Head” victory shall be
yours.
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A SUMMARY OF REPORTS FROM THE VARIOUS
SOCIAL REFORM ASSOCIATIONS IN INDIA.
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BOMBAY PRESIDENCY.

202

BOMBAY.

Mr, Jethabhai Walji, Secretary, Bhatia Mitra Mandal
writes:—

“The plague, cholera and famine were the three demons
whose triplicate combination contributed not a little to put
various obstacles in the progress of the Mandal during the
year under report, which is sixth year of the existence of our
Mandal. The Mandal during the first two years of its exis-
tence was able to show satisfactory progress, but daring the 4
years that followed, the progress was considerably hampered
by causes over which the Mandal had no control what-so-ever
viz. the plague, the famine and its half brother choleras
This was the reason why the funds attached to our institution
showed no increase, but remained very nearly stationary,
though the funds were subscribed to but not to the degree
they were expected to be.”

* The first and the chief of these funds is the Vidotaijak
fund” or the fund for promoting general education among
the Bhatia Community. We are very glad to inform you
that doring the year under report 44 Bhatia students were
given grants such as boarding, school fees and school books.
The total amount subscribed to this fund amounts to Rs.
35733.4-4,
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« The next fand that is on our hands is the ‘orphanage
fund.” The total amount sabscribed to this fund is Rs.
1524-5-2, and we are waiting for the requisite amount to
open this fund to the Bhatia orphans.

“The next fund is the “ Building Fuand.” The total
amounnt subscribed to amounts to Rs. 9689.0-9, The negotia-
tions for a site on the Wadby Road in the vicinity of our pre-
sent promises from the city Improvement Trust are pending
and it is hoped that our Mandal will be able to erect a build-
ing of its own in near future. ’

“ The year under report is peculiarly noteworthy for the
3 moves towards the reforms, contemplated by the resolutions
to be placed before the ensming Social Conterence. These
three moves sncceeded each other and created not a small stir
among the orthodox section of our community, I must how-
ever say on the outset that our Mandal as a body did not take
any active and direct part in the agitation, for the obvious
reason that it has on its roll 419 members both of the diffe-
rent views and for the purpose of preserving internal peace
and harmony it was thought advisable to keep the Mandal
as & body aloof from the excited controversy consequent up-
on the introduction of reforms in & community so orthodox
as the Bhatia community.

¢ Now I shall take theliberty of touching the 3 moves
above alluded to. The first is that, of intermarriage. There
is a great scarcity of marriageable girls among the Bhatia
Community. According to the census Report there are 6851
batchelors and widowers in the total male population of 11879,
Against this we have only 3890 girls eligible for marriage ont
of the total female population of 11214, which inclades the
monster figure of 4255 widows. The figures given here are
taken from the Census Report of 1890, and I am afraid that
the figures of last Census Report will tell a still more woeful
tale,
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« Abont the beginning of the year under report it was re.
ported ity a monthly pamphlet, ¢ The Bhatia Prakash * edited
by our vice-president that inthe Gharwal District in the
vicinity of Hardwar in the North West Provinces there lived
a tribe that goes by the name of Yadn Vanshi Kshatriyas
sprung from the same stock™as™ our Bhatia Community and
there existgd already an open intercourse of marriage between
Bhatias inhabiting Sindh, who have indirect intercourse
with our community inhabiting this part of India. Some two
members of our commaunity more bold than others proceeded
to Hardwar and retorned married. The Dhatias from differ-
ent parts of the Presidency were not slow to follow the lead,
with the result that about 200 Bhatias went there aund got
married. The orthcdox element of the Bhatia Community
was highly excited at the occurrence. Hot discussion and
excited caste meetings resulted in an appointment of an infiu-
ential commission of 8 of our caste to make due inquiries in
the matter and submit their report.

“ The Commission has not as yet completed its in-
quiries.

“The next question that was talked about—as it is being
done for the last so many years—was that of crossing the
“ Kalapani.” Two of our Mandal members Mr. Lakhmidas
Ravji Samat, and Kalianji Morarji Thaker retarnedas barris«
ters-at-Law from England after a stay of 3 years there. The
majority of our community were naturally against this,

“But by the intervention of the reformed section, they are
for the present under suspension by virtue of an interim reso-
lation of our caste Managing Committee,

«The matter has not been brought before the general body
of our caste. But I am glad to inform you that through the
guod offices of the Catch Mandvi Bhatia Mitra Mandal, which
is associated with the Bombay Bhatia Mitra Mandal, the
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Bhatia Barristers were taken into the ecaste, and all inter-
course was open with them, in Cutch Madvi, their birth
place.

“The third and the last move alluded to was the solemni-
zation of & widow remarriage. The bridegroom is a promising
voung man of 35 years, a Government officer in an African
settlement, Ho is a custom officer drawing a handsome salary
of Rs. 350 per month. The bride is of 20 years, of respectable
family. This is the second re-marriage in our caste.

“As stated above onr Mandal as a body did not take any
part in any of the thres questions, for reasons stated above,
but our members were individaally at a liberty to take part,
of which they made a free use in the 'discussions that ensued
for the disposal of these questions, and were always seen at
the head of the Reform movements.

BOMBAY.
2. SOCIAL UNION.

Mr, Dharamsey L. Warma writes: —

Meetings were held to express sorrow for the deaths
of M. G. Ranade and Lachmidas Khimji; many new mems-
bers joined. Lectures on important subjects were held, such as
Holi, Bhartra Hari, Promotion of happiness, Right path of
rising, Present state of Aryans, our social religious state,
Arya Vaidya Vidya, Brahmacharya, foreign travel; two ladies
lectured on Shanti and the past and present state of the Arya
Mabhila.

BOMBAY.
3. THE CUTCHI DASSA OSSAWAL MANDAL.
Mr, Kbimji Hirji Kayani, the Honorary Secrefary
writes ;—
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As Ptated in the previous reports the inflaence of the
leading members of the Mandal, is on the increase anid gene-
rally they are the moving factors in all the caste matters.
The Mandal has been systematically preaching various re<
forms to the commaunity in general and specially the following
questions are very much agitating the minds of the people
and it is justly hoped that within a short time adequate
reform will take place in connection with these evils viz:

(1) The prevailing custom of Kamya Vikraya, or
selling of danghters in marriage for money considerations, as
also the custom of Badla-Adoni, exchanging daaghters and
sons, without any regard being paid to the age, and qualifica-
tion and consequently the future happiness of the couple.

(2) The prevailing costom of giving dinners after
death, since the practice is against the doctrines of the Jain
religion;

(3) The custom of giving dinners at the time of Agh-
arpi or first pregnancy.

To give effect to the opinion of the Mandal, some mem-
bers have pledged not to dispose of girls under their care or
control in marriage for money consideratio; wunder any cire
cumstances, and not to give death feasts, as also the preg-
nancy dioners.

An appeal, in the form of a Memorial was addressed by
the Mandal to H. H. the Maharaja Gaikwar, for the preven-
tion of Kanya Vikraya, in the Baroda territories, by legis-
lation;-—-

Five hundred copies of the said Memorial were forward-
ed to all the social reform associations, and to the gentlemen
taking interest in the social reform movement, with request to
favour the Mandal with their observations and views on the
subject. The copies were provided to the Press and it is grati-
fying to note that almost all the papers of this presidency
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specially, have supported the cause strongly. H. H, the Maha-
raja Sahib acknowledged the receipt of the hlemorial, and it
will be seen from the following letter how anxicus H. H, is
for the social regeneration of the Hinda Community.

BAroba,
Lakshmi Vilas Palace.
30th Aongust 1901,
Dear sir,

1 have been desired by His Highness the Maharaja Sa-
heb Gaikwar to thank you for yourcourteous letter. His High-
ness felt great pleasure in going through your Memorial,
which was at once sensible and patriotic.

His Highpess will take another opportunity to let you
know in full what his own sentiments and views are on the
subject matters of your present Memorial. His Highness is
inclined to believe that the necessity of straightforward and
fearless conduct on the part of our public spirited citizens is
not less imperative than the necessity for the social legisla-
tion emanating from state. If people have the courge to
hold fast to their convictions and abide by them the occasion
for coercive 1legislation would be minimised, most good
would resnlt from the people’s good understanding and libe-
ral thoughts. As it is, however, legislation is sometimes need-
ed in matters of social reform and you will hear His High-
ness’ views on the sabject of your Memorial on some futars
occasion,

Thanking you again
Iam

Yours traly
MANUBHAI N, MEHETA

Secretary to H, H. the Maharaja
Gaikwar.
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No fuffher communication, as yet has been received from
His Highness, and shortly opinions of the Press and various
social reform associations will be submitted to H, H.in a
collected form.

“The Cutehi Dassa >0ssawal Patkhsalla,” as will be
seen from the last report was opened in November 1900, It
has completed its first year, with success. The fund of the
institution has increased to about Rs. 50000, Religious and
secular eduocation is imparted to nearly 125 boys of the caste.
The Mahajan has given one of the bungalows of the Mahajan
wadi, for its use.

Female Pathsalla, for the education of grown-ap girls
and women of the community was opened tWo years befcre
by Mrs. Jaithabhai Vardhaman Pooney. Tt is duing good
work, and nearly 50 to 60 ladies daily attend the class. Mrs,
Jaithabhai herself is an educated lady, taking keen interest
for the well-being of her sisters and has set apart a large sum
for this purpose.

The great loss sustained by the community; last year,
on account of the demise of Mr, Nursey Kessowji Naik, the
President, is keenly felt in various matters, and the social
reform movement has suffered a great deal, as he was a
strong saupporter of many a good reform.

POONA.,

4 THE HINDU WIDQOWS’ HOME ASSOCIATION.
Prof. Karve writes; -

1. The Association has been in existence for the last
five and & half years. It commenced its work by educating a
few widows at the Female High School and the Female Train-
ing College at Poona. The Anathbalikashram or the Widows’
Home of the Association was started in Janaary 1899 and was
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located and worked in the city of Poona, till June 1900. It
has since been removed to its present quarters erected for
temporary purposes on & site in the villagesof Hingne Budruk
about three miles from Pocna. This was done as an experi-
mental measare to see if the Homa gould be properly worked.
The experiment of a year and a half has proved satisfactory
and the Mapaging Committee of the Association are now
thinking of erecting & small bunilding out of the Building
Fand which amcants to Rs, 6000.

2. The Ashram is conducted under the supervision of
Prof. Karve, assisted by a Lady of experience who has been
entrusted with the duties of a resident superintendent, so to
say, who has to look after the general well-being of the in-
mates as well as to help them in household work. The work
of trition and instruction is mainly entrusted to a paid tea-
cher selected and appointed by the committee, There are be-
sides two pupil teachers who help in the werk of instroction
for an hour or two everyday. Prof. Karve also devotes a counple
of hours daily in the work of actual instructiod in the Home.
There are at present fourteen inmates in the Home, three of
whom are virgins. Five of these are Deshastha Brahmins, §
Kokanasthas, 3 Karhadas, 1 Saraswat, 1 Kayastha Prabha,
and one Daiwagnya Brahmin. Provision is made for teaching
English, Sanskrit, Marathi and Arithmetic,

3. Asregards descipline and internal management, the
conduct of the inmates is kept under reasonable control and
supervision and consistently th}x the ends and interests of good
behaviour they are allowed every pessible fresdom in minor
matters. In matters religious, non-interference is the policy
strictly followed. All are allowed to follow the religions
observances their guardians desire them to do, As a sort of
moral education ethical extracts from the works of varions
modern Sadhus are read and explained to them and are made
the basis of a decent moral sermon, . Along with intellectnal
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and morai edhcation the girlg also receive instruction in the
daties of‘ordinary life. Inmates of the Ashram are required
to do certain portions of the honsehold work on the principle
of the division of labour. The aim that the Ashram bas al.
ways in view, is to enable the inmates not only to earn an
honourable living after they go'out into the world but also to
lead a life of usefulness to their fellow sisters. Another and
a far higher object the Ashram would ever endeavour to
achieve, is to bring up from among its members a band of
what may be styled the Hinda sisters of charity i.e. a band
of ladies who would devote themselves to the work of the
Association and seek to widen the scope of nsefuluess of
the Associaticn’s laboars in the canse of the helpless Hindu
Widow.

4, The fonds of the Association amonnt to Rs. 16000,
out of which Rs, 6000 belong to the building faud, These
fands are too small for the objects the Association hasin
view and it is clear that only very slow progress can be mad@
towards their realisation. Iunstitations with similar objects
are condacted by foreigners and very large fands are collected
by them to ensare success. The object of this Association
has been to have an indigenous institution of the kind where
the feelings and even the prejadices of the people will be
more cared for, The Association hopes that its institution
will gain in popularity and usefulness as years will
pass by.

POONA
5. WIDOW MARRIAGE ASSOCIATION.

Mt. V. V. Joshi, Asst. Secretary to the Widow Marriage
Association writest—

The Assistant Secretary Mr. Vaman V. Joshi travelled
as far as. Jubbalpore distributing remarriage-pamphlets



57

and explaining the aims of the association. He read Puran
at Parner and delivered a lecture at Narsingpur, while he
visited on his way the following stations and secared help for
the cause. Urli, Daand, Parner, Nagir, Rahuri, Mussalwadi,
Takli, Kopargaum, Yeola, Hoshangabad, Bhopal, Sohagpur,
Gadarwada, Mhopani, Narsingpur, Jubbalpur and Nasik,

The Association held 3 meetings; one of these secared
alterations in the ceusus forms of civil condition of widows
ete.

The Association secured fresh constitutents 7 Members,
43 sympathisers and 3 Female sympathisers,

BARAMATI
6. MAHARASHTRA VILLAGE EDUCATION
SOCIETY.

Mer. Kalaskar, Secretary writes:—

As the time changes, the necessary reforms must be
effected in our manners and customs in order to acccommo-
date ourselves to our new sitnation. KEducation is at the roct
of all reforms whether moral, religions or social. To assare
success of any movement, its lead mast be taken by men of
light and learning.

It is a plain truth which has never been denied that the
cultivation of the moral and religious instincts along with
the intellect of the youth df the Society is essential to the
formation of right habits and character in its young men,
and of a healthy tone in the society itself.

In India the number of villages is far greater than that
of cities and towns, and consequently the men who constitute
what are called the Lower Classes, are iufinitely more pume-
rous than those who form the Higher Classes. The progress
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which edgeation has made among the former is nothing as
compared to that among the Higher Classes,

Under the equitable and benign rale of the British,
schools have Leen established in some villages for educating
the masses; but no Government;-however rich, can afford to
gpend so much money for educational purposes, ay will place
education within the reach of the poorest classes thronghoat
the length and breadsh of the country, unless it is finally in

-the hands of the people themselves.

The task therefore of diffusing edacation in even the re-
motest corners of the conntry devolves upon the educated and
liberal-minded men. 1t therefore behoves them to form core
porate bodies, raise permanent funds, and establish Boarding
Schools throughont all the villagee-

With a view to do something towards the accomplish-
ment of this arduons, yet noble task, a Society called the
¢ Wangi Village Edacation Society "’ was formed on the 11th
February, 1889 consisting of men of learning and eminence.

The Society began its work by establishing a Boarding
School at Wangi in the Sholapur District. But the necessity
of a suitable accommodation for stundents and the want of
timely aid in money to meet it, led the transfer of the Insti-
tation to a town Taluka, especially at the instance of the
Councillors and Patrons. In order to secure a bealthy and
convenient centre for the students coming from different pla-
ces such as Poona, Satara, Sholapur and Ahmednagar it was
unanimously proposed to transfer this Institution to Bara-
malé in the Poona District. This proposal was carried out
by the-transfer of the Institution in January 1896, From
December 1895 a slight change is made in the name of the
‘Institation; and hence it is called the Maharashtra Villlage
‘Edacation Society. It has now under its control eleven Ins-
‘titutions in all at different places in the Poona Distriet.
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Constitntion of the Society.

The Society consists of Patrones, Fellows, Lifesmembers
and Members,

(a) Those who pay Rs. 100 or upwards are called
Patrous.

(5) Those who pay Rs. 25 or more upto Rs. 100
are called Fellows,

(¢) Those who bind themselves to work for at
least fifteen years in connection with lns-
titntions of the Society are called Life-
members.

(d) Those who pay a lump sum of from Rs. 10 to
Rs. 25 or promise to pay from Re. 1 to
Rs. 10 annanally are entitled to become
members.

For the present the Society consists of 12 Patrons, 47
Fellows, 2 Life-members and 205 members.

For carrying on the management of the Society’s affairs
a standing Couancil of the following members has been
formed.

(1) Dr. Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar.
(2) The Honourable Prof, G. K. Gokhale.
(3) R.B. Moro Chintaman Joshi.

(4) Prof. P. N. Pataokar,

(5) Prof. S. G. Purchure,

(6) Prof. D. K. Hardikar.

For the internal management of the Society’s 1nstitations
the Uhief Managing Board has also beea formed.

This Board gives effect to the orders of the Standing
Council and directs the Subordinate-Menagi ng Boards which
are formed to look after the local manage ment of the different
Tustitations in different places of the Society.
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The Igstitutions of the Society.
(1) DBaramati Boarding English School.
(2) Baramati Technical School.
(3) Baramati Low-Caste School.
(4) Kalas Low-Casfe_School.
(5) Mekhali Low-Caste School.
(6) Xazad Maratha School.
(7) Akola Low-Caste School.
(8) Katphal Low-Caste Schcol,
(9) Ruee Maratha School.
(10) Paravadi Maratha School.
(11) Society’s Library.

Students attending the Boarding School at Baramati are
alwa) s in association with and under the snperinte: dence of
their teachers and they thus derive all the advantages arising
from attending & Boarding School. TLe particular featare of
this Institution which deserves notice, is that the sludeunts are
not exposed to the temptaticns to which they are liable in a
city and which lead them astray,

The Society has been giving primary and secondary edu-
cation for tle lsst eleven years, As there was no Technical
School optill ncw, managed for the convenience of the poor,the
primary orsecondary education hitherto imparted was utilized
for sexvice Lynting only. Following the example of civilized
natiops, thopgh on a modest scale, the society has cpened a
Techuical School at Baramati to meet the want to some ex-
tent. Thos the society has tried to turn the current of the
precent-day education to other directinns. At present tlLe
Society bas managed to give free education in Drawing, Car-
Jentery-and painting in this School. If the funds allow, the
society ardently desires to introduce Agriculture and smith’s
work next year.

The experience of the last eleven years shows that the
Society’s Annual Expenditare including the cost of the free.
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poor boarders comes up to nearly Rs, 2000, This expenditure
Kas apto this time been met by the donations given by generous
gentlemen to the society, and consequently the Society has
not yet succeeded in securing & permanent fund. In order to
remedy this evil and to meet the annual Expenses out of a
permanent fund, the Council and some of the well-wishers of
the society have issued appeals to the educated and generous
publie. It is satisfactory t state that the appeals have been
promptly responded to by lileral-minded gentlemen,

Some liberal-minded gentlemen of the Bombay Presiden-
cy contribute annnal subscriptions to the funds of the socies
ty; but the minds of the public being restless on account of
the terrible plagune, the Annual income of the Society Las
sank low. The Society had pever before to meet with such a
critical time as during the current year.

1

The expenses of all the Institutions being solely depen-
dent upon the public help and at the same time the minds of
the people being very uneasy on account of plague and famine
the scciety had had a serious apprehension as to the sufficiency
of the funds, but owing to the pecnniary help given by the
benevolent and kind hearted sympathisers of the backward
classes the difficulty was overcome and the existence of the
gociety has been kept up till now.

It is absolutely necessary to ineert here the names of all
these gentlemen but for want of epace only a few have Leew
given:—His Highness Cbbatrapati Maharaja of  Kolbapur
Shrimaat Sirlaskar Bahadar, Kolhapur, the late Honourable
Justice Ranade High Court Judge Bombay, R. B. Moro
Chintaman Joshi Huzur Deputy Collector Satara, D. E. Wan-
cha Esq. Dorabji Manek)i Wadia Esq. Sir George Cotton, R,
A. Bonus Esq. Collector, Dr. Dbhargalkar, - Dr. Santuji Ramji
Lad,



62

The society is greatly thankfal for the pecuniary help
given by these gentlemen. Besides this the society obtained’
& special help in corn, money and clothes from the Committee
of the Bombay Prarthana Samaj from June 1901 to the end
of October last which enabled the society to conduct all its
schools as usual. The nomber of students in all the schools
haviog decreased the Society wonld bave been compolled
to close all its schools had it not received such a generous
and timely help from the Samaj. In short the society is
deeply indebted to it for this generons and praiseworthy
act.

The Society has never sustained such a great loss since
its foundation, as it has this year saffered in every respect on
acconnt of the sndden and the most lamentable death of the
Honourable Justice M. G. Ranade, It is at present very diffi-
cult to say when this great loss will be made up. An anspi-
cious day will it be considered when the society will socnre
any high-sonled Patron.

A permanent fund is essential to enable the society to
continue uninterruptedly its work of educating the backward
clagses of the villages, so that similar difficulties may not
beset it every year. The Society humbly requests all the
Chiefs of Native States and other learned and benevolent men
to think of helping the Society in the matter for the next
year. The utility of such Institations may encourage similar
enterprises for the progress of the backward classes; and
it will be a firm foundation for the amelioration of the
country.

Education is imparted free to pupils belonging to the
Tow-Castes and backward classes, Moreover to create a taste
for learning in their minds mouthly scholarsbips are award-
ed. The number of pupils learnipg under this Society’s Ins-
titations at present is 260 out of which 242 pupils beloug to
what are called the backward classes,
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All those Enropean gentlemen, Government Qfficers and
other learned gentlemen who were pleised to visit the several
Institutions of the Society have expressed their opinions, on
the working of the Institutions, which spenk about them iun
bigh approving terms. For waat of space we are unable to
reprodace them here. The late Ilonourable Mr. Justice Ra-
nade has in his remarks made a refcrence to these opinions
from which a pretty good idea msy be formed of them.

. In conclusion, may God inspire every liberal-minded gen-
tleman to lend & helping hand to this society.

SHOLAPUR.

7 THE SARASWATI MANDEER.

This is an Institation for the edancation and elevation cf
the growu-up high-caste wonten in the Deccan and other
Marathi-speaking Districts. It was established in 1895, and
is meking steady progress during the last 4 or 5 years,

SITUATION,

Tho Mandeer is sitnate near the Fort and at a corner of
the idhesbwar Tank. The Sholapur Municipality has kindly
granted a piecc of ground for use of the Mandeer free of
charge on a long lease, close to the city. A small building
witn some out-hooses is built there and the Mandeer hopes
to erect & decent School-house soon.

CONETITUTION,

Her Highness Lakshmibai Raneesaheb of Akalkot is the
President of the Mandeer and she has been taking great in-
terest in the same ever since its establishment. Lady Laksh-
mibai Deshmukh; Lady Daibai ( wife of Shet Virchand
Deepchand c. 1. E. ) and Lady Bisawabai Warad ( wife of
Mr. Malappa Basappa Warad ) are the Vice-fresidents of



64

the Mandeer and are taking deep interert in the rame. Pan-
dita Annus'n abai is the General Superintendent and Mrs,
Kirlosker, Mrs. Nagapurker and Mrs. Degaoker are tle
Members of the School Committee, and look after the school
business. An Executive Cowmttes consisting of 8 gentlemen
is also appointe ! to sopervise the general buosicess of the
Mandeer as the Honorary Secretaries. Such is the coastita-
tion of the Mandeer.

WORKING.

The Mandeer Iasa School for the edacation of grown-
up girls. A competent Lady-teacher from the Poona Female
High School has been appointed to manage the sclool.
About a dezen ladies are attendiog the Mandeer regularly
and are making satisfactory progress. From Aungust 18909,
the School was located in the new Building of the Mandeer.
But on account of the 2nd cut-break of Plagne at Sholapaor
it has now been removed to Shankerbag, a garden about two
miles distant from the city. There a camp has been formed
of the people taking interest in the Mandeer and so the echool
is kept agoing fairly well.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS,

In addition to the literary education the Mandeer aims
at giving Special Isstractions in Needle-work, Embroidery,
Kpitting and other arts, Ouse English Sewing machine and
one Embroidery machine of America have been in use for
preparing clothes, caps &c. for children. The Mandeer also
intends to open a Kindergarten class for the benefit of yonng
boys and girls. Mr. Daraska Ratanjee Chichgur, Manager
of the Bengali Parsi girls’ school at Bomtay, has kindly
consented to give practical Kindergarten instructions to a
lady from the Mandeer aud one lady has been sent there for
the purpose at the expence of the Mandeer.
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LECTURE SERIES.

Besides this the Mandeer has published a Series of Leo«
tures called ( gagresr). The essays written by the members
and well-wishers, are read to the ladies aud are thea published
in the news-papers aud periodicals and reprint copies of the
same are supplied to the people at cheap rates. Daring the
last three years essays were written on absat 25 differeut
social subjects. A volume of 100 pages costing only 4 annas
per copy, was publishedin 1898. Another volame will be
ready soon. The Mandeer used to publish these essays in the
Granthmala of Kolhapar and then in the Kutumbes news-
paper of Sholapur; and now they are published in the Balan«
kur of Baroda State, to the Editors of these Joaurnals our
best thanka are dae.

SONGS & PURANS.

Thers were also some special “songs prepared and pube
lished by the Mandeer. They were on social and moral
subjects and also on female eduocation. These songs are get~
ting very popular with ladies who sing them daily in their
houses. It is inteuded to prepare a good many more sougs

on popular subjects and print them in a small pamphlet=
form soon.

In addition to these, the Mandeer arranged to hold
occasional Purans and choice pieces from the Mahabharat,
Ramayan, Yeknathi-Bhagwat, Dnyaneswaree and other Poew
rans, were read and explained to the ladies by a graduate
friend of the Mandeer. In fact the Mandeer is trying all

possible means for promoting the education and advancement
of the grown-up women.

GATHERINGS.

There took place 8 Gatherings of the ladies daring the
yesr 1899. ( 1 ) The first was held in, Mr. Nagpurker's
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house in contlection with the nsual Gauri Festival, All the
ladies were specially invited to attend the gathering. On
that occasion an essay on ( g=dr%% ) was read by Miss.
Limbabai a student from the Female High school at Poona.
( 2 ) The-second was a special Pansupari made in honoar of
Mrs, Satyabhamabai Parohif. It was also held in Mr.
Nagpurker’s house. Mrs. Purohit read an interesting essay
on Female Education on the occasion, ( 3 ) The third was
the opening ceremony of the Mandeer-building at the hands
of Lady Basavabai Warad. Printed invitations were issued
to the ladies on the occasion and about 100 ladies were pre-
sent. A suitable speech was made by Mrs, Lakshmibai Kir.
losker expressive of sympathy with Mrs. Ambai Setna who
lost her husband—=Mr. Setna—the able Municipal Secretary
of this place.( 4 ) The fourth was a gathering held in connec-
tion with the Nagapanchami Holiday. It is a day of special
mirth with the women and the Mandeer thonght it proper to
celebrate it publicly. A song specially prepared for the
occassion was sung by the ladies in ¢horas (¥or¥ it ) (5)
The fifth was & gathering arranged by the wife of Mrs. Sharan-
appa Kodgi at her house, when illuminations were made and
Pansunpari distribnted to the ladies. ( 6 ) The sixth was the
usnal Dasara gathering held in the Mandeer. This is the day
of the inanguration of the Mandeer and is therefore celebrated-
On that day a report in Marathi was read by Mrs. Degaoker
and Mrs, Kashitai Kirlosker also read an essay on female
education. On this occasion an exibition of Acetyline gas
wag kindly made by Dr. Kirlosker. ( 7 ) The seventh was
a gathering arranged by Lady Basavabai Warad in the
Warad-Mill in connection with the Devali Holidays. Illumi-
nations were made on the occasion and Pansupari, garlands &e.
were distributed to all the ladies present. ( 8 ) The eighth
was a special gathering held in the Mandeer when Mrs. Gates
and Miss. Hardinge ( of the American Mission ) gave some
information on the Kindergarien education with experiments.
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BUILDING,

Early in the last yesr a Donation List was opened by the
Mandeer for erscting a Small Building for the use of the
school. A small decent building costing Rs. 1200 is now
ready. It was formally opened on the 4th Angust 1899 at
the hands of Lady Basavabai Warad. A small garden is also
being prepared there with nice water arrangements. In addi.
tion to this bujlding three rooms have besn built as Resident
Quarters, Two ladies were residing in the Mandeer for some
time quite conveniently and comfortably, but had to leave
the place on account of plague. The Mandeer is now ina
position to admit ladies in the Boarding and teach them
Marathi and English also. The probable monthly expenses
for a lady stadent, including Boarding, Lodging and school-
fees, are Rs. 8. Gentlemen desirous of sending their ladies are
therefore requested to communicate with the Hony Secretaries
on the point. There are some applications received for admit.
ting poor widows. into the Mandeer. The Managers are at
present engaged in collecting suhscriptions for the Mainte-
nance of respectable bat poor widows and hope to get suffie
cient money for the purpose soon. They are however sorry to
say that for want of sufficient fands they cannot for the
present admit poor widows into the Mandeer, If well-to-do
people, interested in the cause of Female education would
come forward to establish Scholarships for the, poor widows,
this sadly-felt want will soon be removed.

JONATIONS,

Mr. B, Krishnarao B. A, L. 0. & Assistant Engineer in
Sindb, has been pleased to send for the use of the Mandeer
s sewing-machine worth Rs. 25. Mr, Sitaram Lakshuman
Kamat ( Railway Contractor ) has given Shababad-stones
worth Re, 40. Miss Manning of London ( Horerary Secretary
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of the National Indian Aseociation) bas paid & donation of
Rs. 22. Mrs. Yamunabai wife of B. N. Bhajeker ». a., LL. B,
and Mrs. Krishnabai wife of T. C.Ghaisas have also paid
donations of Rs. 16 each.

RaoBahadar Lal.Shankar" Umia-Sbankar and Mr, Daji
Abaji Khare the well-known champions of female education
at Ahmedabad and Bombay respectively have promised Rs. 50.
each, Mr. K. R. Godbole B. A. ¥ 0. . the Execative En-
gineer of this place is tauking great interest in the Mandeer
ever since its beginning. He has paid some money by way of
monthly subscriptions before. He has also paid a sum of Rs.
15 as a prize for an estay on ( IMAFTITGH &2, ) written by
some lady from the Maudeer or outside it, bat residing at
Sholapur. He means to give such prizes in fnture .f the
present one wonld produce the desired effect. Mr. Nanjundaya
Belawadi B, A, L. 0. E, the acting Execative Engincer was
& member of the Mandeer while he was here. Mr, G, R,
Govande the present Divisional Forest Officer, Mr. Natesh
Ayar, L, 0. B, Assistant Fngineer and some other gentlemen
have also become members of the Mandeer. We hbave also
received small donations from Rao Babadur Gharpure Acting
1st Class Sub-Judge, and Mr. Govindrao Krishna Nazar,
We tender our hearty thanks to all these Jadies and gentlemon
for their kind help, and hope that their example will be fol-
lowed by other ladies and gentlemen taking interest in the
cause of female edueation,

CoxoLusION.

I conclusion we express our heart-felt thanks to Her
Highpess the Rani Saheb of Akalkot ( President ) and Lady
Laksbmibei Deshmuokh, Lady Dailai and Lady Basavabai
Warad Vice-Presidents for the jnterest they took in the Mane
deer, We are also thankiul to the ladies and gentlemen who
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assisted us in the management of the Institutionand wish-
ing every success to the Mandesr we remain

N. K. Kirloskar,
P, L. Nagpurkar,
S. A. Degaoker,
Hony. Secretaries, Saraswati Mandeer,

Sholapur.
Sholapur,
31st December, 1899,
STATEMENT OF INCOME.

1 Donations for the Building received from

ladies and gentlemen nemed in the

report .. Rs. 1680
2 Miscellaneous Donations » 145

3 Subscription received dnnnv the year . 74-8
4 Interest of the sum in the Postal Bank ,, 7-14-3

ane—

TOt&In....RS- 1907' 6‘3

8. SATARA.

The sgitation in favour of uniting the already interdining
Deshasthas, Karadas and Konkanastha Brahmins by intermar-
riage is being pushed on by Satara gentlemen. Correspondence
with the Swamis and leading gentlemen has been kept up and
a committes with Messrs. R. R. Kale and S. R. Hatwalne as
secretaries and Bhaskarrao Heblikar, Dadasaheb Karandikar,
Sahasrabuddhe, Phatak, Joshi and Ghanekar as members is
sppointed to push on the work. The above committeo was
appointed abont the end of 1901.
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AHMEDNAGAR.
9. LIBERAL CLUB.

Mr. R. M. Rajhans Secretary writes:—

The club was established in 1893 with the object of
promoting a friendly feeling among the members, affording
facilities for the discussion of purely social, moral, religions
and other literary subjects and furthering the cause of pro-
gress generally.

2. The clab met every fortnight daring the year under
report and subjects ranging over a vast area were discussed.
Two new members were enrolled this year after they had
signed the pledge of the club.

3. A special meeting of the club was held in the bee
ginning of the year in honour of R,B. V.M, Mahajani of
Berar, the well-known worker in the canse of Social Reform.
He expressed his satisfaction at the work the club had
hitherto done and advised the members to choose some stand.
ard or classical author and study his works critically and to
devote more attention to fomale education.

4. The proposal for opening a ladies’ class had to
be postponed this year, the lady, who had consented to
teach the class having left Nagar, to prepare herself for a
higher sphere of daty. ‘The members present in the town
have however undertaken to teach ladies and girls in their
families and report the progress made by them and present
them for examination at stated intervals.

6. The clob notes with satisfaction that two grown up
Brahmin Widows from Ahmednagar were sent, this year, to
join the Cama Hospital to prepare themselves as midwives.

6. The club begs to repeat its appeal to the conference
to take stepa for the abolition of the practice of enforced dise
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figurement of young widows; for it is the firm conviclion of
the club that nothing short of legislative interference will
belp to put a stop to this crael and inhuman practice.

AGARKHED.
10. SUDHARAK SAMAJ.

Mr. Seshadasacharya writes that girls now attend school
whereas they did not do so before, that a lecture series has
been opened and that essays were written on remarriage, late
marrisge and early marriages in various papers.

11, NASIK,

Mr. Anant Waman Barve writes that Boys at Nasik are
noticed to stop away Shimga immoralities and prizes are
given to boys that have behaved well, He also suggests that
the social conference should pass a resolution in favour of
making Hindustani the common language of India.

BARODA.
12. DASA SHRIMALI SAMAJ.

Mr. Sevaklal Dalsukhram Parekh, Honorary Secretary
Baroda Dasa Shrimali Samaf writes:—

Reforms passed by the Amdavadi Dasha Shrimali
Bania residing in and around Baroda.

In the last week of Angust 1901, at Padra, near Baroda,
was held a specially convened caste-mesting of Ahmedabad
Dasha Shrimali Banias, residing in and around Barods, under
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the joint, presidentship of the leading Shethias of the caste,
when Mf. Sevaklal Dalsukbhram Parekh, B. A. of Baroda,
delivered a very instractive and effective address, which,
amongst other things, principally.dwelt upon the history of
the caste through the various stages, its past and present re-
lations with the other sections “6f the caste, the sgveral cus-
toms, good and bad, prevalent in the caste, the pressing
necessity of the immediate introdaction of certain nrgent re-
forms in the caste, the lines on which reform ghould be car-
ried on etc. etc. The oration was followed by & very healthy
and lively discussion, which unltimately resulted in wunani.
mously passing the following rules and regulations, which
were ratified and duly signed by all the Shethias and all the
‘members of the caste:-—

1. The bridegroom must, at the time of betrcclal, be
older than the bride by at least three years.

2. the bride must, at the time of her marriage ceremony
be at least eleven years of age.

3. No one shall marry & second wife, in the lifetime of
the first wife, unless the first one has completed her twenty-
fifth year, and anless proper provision is made for her future
maintenance,

4. No one shall sell his danghter in marriage. KPR

5. Caste-dinners after the death of a person twenty
years or less of age are strictly prohibited. Dinners on other
occasions, that may entail expenses incommensurate with the
means of the person giving the dinners, are also discounten-
anced and disfavoured.

6. In case of the death of a person of more than 35
years of age, the public bewailing .accompanied by the rade
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custom of " beating the breasts by the ladies, shall not be
carried on for more than & month and a half only at ths most
after the death, while in case of the death of a person 33
years or less, it shallnot last for more than thrae months
only at the most atter derth. This period being over, the
public mourning is strictly forbidden.

7. No obscene songs at the time of marriage ceremonies
shall be allowed to be sung by the ladies.

8. Alltheivory bangles worn by a lady shoald not be
broken to pieces, in case of the unhappy evert of her huse
baud’s death, but cnly one of them be broken, and the rest be
eold so as to utilise the proceeds in proper charity.

9. Every family in th8 caste shonld contribats
& sam of four annas every year to the Fatwrsrw Fund ( Fand
for the encouragement of education ), specially started to
afford assistance to those poor boys of the caste that may be
stadying.

10. Ay member of the caste is free to choose and pro-
fess any of the Indian (Hindu and Jains ) religions he likes,
i. 6. he may be a Shaiva, a Jaina, & Vaishnava, or may follow
anyother form of religion that is based on the Vedas. (It
may be noted that this liberty of religion, restricted of course
withio reasonab'e bounds, is regarded as the cherished privi-
lege aud the unique feature of the Dashi Shrimali Banis
Casto alone, as it is to be seen in no other castes. )

TLese and some other' rules regarding the ornaments to
be given to the bride st her marriage, by the bridegroom,
auvd regarding the maiutenance of widows, &c., &c., were also
passed with noanimous assent, and fines and penalties to be
inflicted on the offenders in case of disobedience to these
rales, were also detcrmined and' fixed for each case. It may
be well to note that these are mot “merely the passive resolu-

tions, but they are the posstive rules and regulations binding
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on all the members of the caste. That not a single departare
from thede rales has yet been noticed may well be marked as
o fair index of & futnre successfal working.

11

THE INSTITUTION OF THE BARODA DASHA
SHRIMALI BANIA SAMAJ.

During the last Divali Holidays a Samaj, called the
Baroda Dasha Shrimali Bania Samaj was instituted here, The
Samaj meets once every fortnight in the different localities
of the City, one by one. The gradual uprooting of the evil
eocial tsages and cnstoms, the general dissemination of know-
-Jedge 8o as to effectnally edacate the pablic mind, and the
gesulting amelioration of the condition of the caste-peoples
pocially, morally, iotellectually and physically, are the prin.
cipal aims and objects of the Samaj. The movement is well-
begun and being actively countenanced by the Shetbias, by
other leading inflaential members of the caste, by the edn.
cated and enlightened class, and last but not least, by all the
risiog juvenile youths of the caste, gives a high hope of a
futore healthy advancement. Three lectares have been de-
Jivered at the three successive fortnightly meetings of the
Samaj, and through the agency of the Samaj, resolations
curtailing the period of public mourning after the death of
a relation have been passed and signed by the Shethias of
the caste. At the next fortpightly meeting of the Samaj, it
is intended to pass the rules in connection with the costly
caste-dinners after death, &c.

BOMBAY.
13 ARYAN SOCIAL UNION.

Held a number of lectures on social and religions subjects,
Two of these lectures were given by Ladies. The Union had
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to monrn the loss of the deaths of three of its members
Lachmidas Kimji, M. G. Ranade and Sunderlal,

BOMBAY.
14 PALANPUR.
Report of the Palanpur Social and Literary Associas
tion,
Mr. S. B. Mehta, secretary, writes:—

Annual General Meeting jwas held in April 1900, Five
Jectures were delivered in the term. The self improving so-
ciety Palanpar, which held some 20 meetings in the year for
the discussion of the moral and social topics, was recognited
as & branch of the Association. Nesrly 25 mewbers took
pumbers of pledges, Mr. V. D. Javeri and Mr. Pitamber
Mehta have succeeded in inducing the lady members of their
families to put a stop to the evil custom of chest-beating duar*
ing mourning. Bai Ujambai, Head mistress of Scott’s girls
schools succeeded in inducing & pumber of girls to write
essays on various subjects. The total number of members
rose to 83.

GUJARAT.
16 SOCIAL CONFERENCE CIRCLE.,

Rao Bahador Lalshankar Umiashankar Secretary
writes:—

The year opened with asad event which threw a deep
shadow of sorrow on our land, Ths departure of Mr. Jostice
Ranade from this world was folt as a great shock to all ree.
formers. Even the opponents of the Social Reform recog.
nized it as an irreparable loss to the progress of the country.
Let us hope and pray, however, that the spirit of that great.
man is with us and belps ns on to success.
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A very vilasble book of abount 400 pages on Social Re.
form has'been publizhed in Gojarati by Mr Hargovinddas
Dwarkadas Kantawala, late Director of Vernacular lnstrue.
tion in tLe Baroda State, It is dedicated to H. H. the Gaik.
wad. The book is a good systematic treatment and state-
ment of the Social Reform. "If cpens with a deséription of
Society and our duties towards it. As means of the Reform=
it states edocation inflneuce of Government and religion, tra-
vels and intermixing, and the efforts of individuals and asso-
ciations. The bock, then, treats of the various reform pro-
blems and ends with a chapter on the brotherhood of men.
It is written in a lucid homely style and is expected to find a
place in every family. Itis bhoped tbat it will help us very
much by educating our Gunjarati brothers in the cause of the
Social Reform,

Femalo Edncation continues to progress as before. I
have great pleasure to inform you that
Mrs. Vidya Ramanbhai Mahipatram and
Mrs. Sharada fumant Batukram have this year passed the
B. A. Examination of the Bombay University, the former
haviog come in the 2ud class, Both the ladies belong to
Prarthana Samajist families. I believe they are the first Hin.
du Iadies on this side who bave become Graduates in Arts.

The system of competitive lectures by wemen organized
Compotitive Fxami- by the Gujarat Vernacular Society having
pation for women in 8fforded good results, that body has now
stter-school studies. ¢ayen g forther step in the advancement of
the home edocation of women after leavirg schools. With
this object, the Gujarat Vernacular Society bas this year for-
mulated, a scheme for holding a competitive examination of fa-
male teachers, female sclkolarsin the Female Training .College
studying to be trained teachers and such females as had left
school a year before the date of the examination. Two grades
have been fixed for -the examination, the subjects for 1901

Female Education.
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being: (1) Domestic Economy and Hygiene, and (2) First
Aid to the Injured in cases of accidents, for the Higher Grade;
and (1) Moral Sayings, (2) Sanitation and cleanliness,
( 3) Measares and Remedies in cases of Accidents and (4)
Nursing of the sick, tor the Lower Grade Certificates are to
be issued to those who pass and prizes of different sums are
to be awarded to the first five snccessfal candidates in the
higher grade and the first 19 smccessful candidates in the
lower grade. Only those who have not studied beyond the
English Fourth Standard are eligible for the prizes. The
examination was held on the 25th November 1901 at which
seven candidates appeared. All of them were successful.
The Ladies Club continues to meet regularly at the
The Ladies Clup,  DhOlanath Sarabhai Literary Institute for
Women, where Lawn Tennis and Badminton
Courts have been provided. There are at present 50 lady
members in the club.

Lectures on Aid to the injured before the arrival of
medical belp were delivered to ladiesin Eng-
lish and Gujarati at the Bholanath Sarabhai
Literary Institute for women by Dr. N. K. Kallyaniwala
L. M. and S. An examination was held in November by
the Civil Sargeon, and all the ladies passed the examination.

Dr. Joseph Benjamin and Mr. Hariprasad Dahyabhai are

Temporancs,  LDE Secretaries of the Total Abstinence As-

sociation. Dr, Joseph Benjamin gave lec-

tures ¢cn the subject of Temp,srance to several audiences, ine

cloding mill-hands. A large public meeting was held on

the occasion of the arrival of Mr. Smedley who delivered a
lecture on Temperance.

There are 12 pledged members in the Society for dis.
couraging nautches and promoting purity.
The custom of holding nauntches on festive
occasions is going into disuse among the Hinda Community.

Ambulance Lectures.

Axii Nautch movement.,
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Visits to Earope by persons of high caste continus to

Bea-Voyage ,,,d (0. increase, Thero are at present several young

reign Travels.  men from Gujarat studying in England in
various professions,

There are 30 registered mpembers on the roll of the Hin.
Registration unaer 40 Sansar Sudhara Samaj. The objects of
Act VIof 1882.  thg Agsociation are the prevention of early
marriages, promotion of female education and curtailment of
marriage expenses.

Four Widow Remarriages were celebrated this year at
Ahmedabad under the aunspices of the Widow
Remarriage Association of which Mr. Raman-
bbai Mahipatram is the Secretary. Particulars abont these
remarriages are as follows :—

Widow Remarriage.

Caste. Age., Residence. Remarks,
I
Bride.| Visa Shri mali | 25 | Hebatpur Dhan.
Vania. dhoka Taloka.
Bride-| Dasa Shri mali | 27 | Paushina Limdi
groom, Vania. State,

II.
Bride. { Visa Shri mali Soni{ 25 { Dholka.

Vania,

Bride-| Dasa Disaval Va~| 26 | Dholka,
groom, nisa, 1
Bride.{ Dasa Mewada Va- Ahmedabad,.

nia, 19
Bride-{ Dasa Mewada Va- Ahmedabad,
groom. nia. 30

1. IV.
Bride, |Baj Khedawal Brah- Vansol Taloka
man. 25 Anand,

Bride- |Baj Khedawal Brah- Vansol Taluka

groom. man. . 30 Anand,
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The hardships caused sy numerous caste divisions in
Ouste-divizions ana  UN® matter oifinding brides for marriage are
lniermarnages-  being felt mor» and more acutely. Several
inter-marriages are taking pla:e among "persons belonging to
castes which do not object to d.ne with one another.

A Panch or Conference of Xolis belonging to 92 villages
Ceste Bofarma. in the Surat District, was held at Orpad in
that District ia February 1901 at which it
was resolved that (1) A secord wifeshoald not be taken in
marriage during the life-time of the first wife. (2) Liquor
and Toddy should not be used saring dinners on marriage and
other occasions. ( 3) Persons carrying dead bodies shoald
pot be given liquor or toddy, and they should be given eata.
bles if they come from distance. (4) Marriage expenses
must be restricted to the ordinary amount and the practice of
expending double the ordinary amount should be prohibited.
(5) Persons infringing these regulations should pe fined
Rs. 51,

SUKKUR.
16. REFORM ASSQCIATION.
Mr. Viromal Begraj, Secretary writes:—

Special Meetings—Two special meetings were arranged
for Ist on account of the sad occurrances of the death
of our late Most Gracious Majesty the Queen Em-
pross of India whose loss was moarned by the whole world
and 2nd our most revered and beloved brother, the pieneer
and life long supporter of the social reform in India and the
uncrowned prince of Poons,/the late Hon. Mr. Justice M. G.
Ranade and prayers were offered for their souls.

Pamphlets—A short sketch of the life of the late Hon,
Justice Ranade was published by this Association and distri-
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buted freely amongst the membas of the association. Its
price is fixed at 6 pies only,

Another book pablished by the association is a play<en-
titled Ram-Lilla. This play has often been performed by
the association in several pludes of the District daring Das-
sarah and Dewali Holidays. Its price is annas 2 only.

It is & matter of joy to state that the performauce of
this play at Larkana so movedsome of the young men there
that they have organised a Reform Association and they
themselves performed the said play on the occasion of last
Dewali Dassarah holidays at Larkana and they are doing
much other nseful work.

Lectures on certain occasions like Hudies and Holf
when there is fear of boys engaging themselves in gamlling
and drinking were delivered by the members of the Associa.
tion to the school boys at the Victoria Jnbilee Technical In-
stitnte, Anglo Vernacular school, old Sukkur and Anglo Ver.
nacular School Rohree.

Also a sunday class was organised at the Victoria Julilee
Technical Institute for the benefit of the school going boys,
bat owing to pressure of work the members conld not carry
on this work long. It continned about two months only.

Ouor girl’s school is going on as usual and so also the
night school, In addition to the labouring classes we admit
day school boys also in our night school with a view to keep
them from falling into bad company. 1t is intended by soms
of the members to open a student’s home, where it is hoped
that not only the intellectual progress of the boys will be
looked after but their moral conduct will also be well cared
for,

The Association ia arranging to open & free reading
room.
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No new member was enrolled in the year under report

The members have pledged themselves to the follow-
ing: —

1. Every member should pay half a pie out of every
ropee of his monthly income towards charity and thata
« poor fund ” be started and the treasurers be requested to
keep a separate account.

2. Every member is to abstainfrom the use of alcoholic
drinks not only ordinarily bat even on -occasions of marriage
sud other festivals, and that strenuous efforts be made to
create public opinion against it.

3. No member should get his children married befors
they attain the following limits. The minimum marriageabls
age for boys is fixed at 18 and for girls 12 years.

4, Every member should- try as far as possible to ime
part instruction to females at home.

5. Every member should abstain from frequenting
“ nauntch » parties by dancing girls.

6. Every member should abstain from the unnecessary
custom ¢ Vidh ” prevalent among the Hindoos only,

The following preachers visited Sukkur and preached
under the auspices of the Reform Association.

Bhai Baldev Narain of the Calcutta Brahmo Samaj and
Mr. B. B. Nagarker of the Bombay Brahmo Samaj. The
primer in addition to conducting prayer meetings delivered
3 lectures in connection witll the Anniversary of the Reform
Association on the following subjects, two in the local town
hall and one at the Bohree library.

1. Subjects—Some lessons from the life of the late
Hon. Mr. Justice Ranade.

2. Difficulties in the way of social reformers.
3, Causes of Indian’s degeneration.

k
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This Association nas thought it well to work in the
canse of reform through the local punchayat which every
now and then is approached to put down evil customs. The
Panchayat has often encouraged the association by acceeding
to their requests aud putting down certain minor bad customs
thongh it has not yet fully acted apto all humble suggestions
of the Association,

Some time during the year the panchayats of about 84
villages of the Sukkar Taluka met together at Shikarpur to
consider some of our bad customs which needed to be reformed
and they arrived at satisfactory conclosions on certain points
and some of the items of unnecessay expanditare hitherto
incarred on various ceremonies were cartailed, and some other
reform was agreed to on certain details of customs.

The subjects proposed to be considered by the social con-
ference at their sitting at Calcutta are all that need thoroagh
consideration, This association will be gratified to see some
practical solations arrived at by the conference. The home
education of Indian ladies who cannot go to school is highly
necessary.

If the conference can devise some means to produce Hin-
doo and Mahomedan lady teachers who can visit families and
give useful instruction to the ladies at their homes, just as
the Christian Mission Zenana do, the conference will be doing
an immense good to the country.

HYDERABAD SIND,
17. SOCIAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.
Mr. Hiranand Khemsing writes:e

I beg to report that the Social Reform Association Hyde-
rabad Sind ( registered under Section 26 of Act VI of 1882)
has increased the number of its female schools from thres
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to five & the total number of girls tanght in its schools is
uow 500 & the total expenditure per annum Rs. 2818. The
twe Magazines of the Association have also been kept up and
one of thera is specially for women,

CENTRAL PROVINCE,
BERAR.

18. SOCIAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.

.The annual meeting was held at Awmraoti in the High
School compound on the 3rd of December 1901, when about
20 ladies and a hundred gentlemen were present. Mr. Candy
the Director of public Instruction Berar also was present and
took part in the proceedings.

The business was begun by an address from the Presi
dent of the association Mr. V, M. Mahajani. He first alluded
to the lamented loss of Queen Victoria the Good, whose life
was an example not only to rulers bat to all mothers and
wives, and of the Justice Mr, Ranade who was the founder
of the Social Reform Association and whose exertions in its
behalf were sure to bear frait if reformers persisted in fol-
lowing him as their gnide. Mr, Mahajani then took a brief
survey of the Social Reform movements daring the past
thirty years and said that though the progress made appear-
ed slow, there was no reason for disappointment. The ideal
of domestic life had, he urged, greatly changed. Fear which
formerly reigned supreme had made room for love. Not only
in schools, but even at home love was more and more appeal-
ed to. The treatment which children and widows received
had much improved. Drioking which in bis youngest days
he had witnessed among the educated youths was, he was
glad to observe, rarely to be met with in the present youths.
He was not quite sare if the vice had decreased among the
old educated men but he hoped they would set a better exams



84

ple to theirthildren and not be under the necessity of indulg-
ing in the vice in their absence. The practice of exactiug
“hunda ”’ gzr from the parents of brides had received some
check though not much, In judging of the resalts of the
efforts of reformers Mr. Mahajani said ¢ we should not for-
get the difficulties we have to ‘encounter. Some reforms may
be brought about in one’s own family: but there are others
where the co-operation of other families is necessary.”
Among the first kind of reforms be noticed the edacation of
the danghter-in-law: among the second kind all marriage re-
forms. The increase in the marriageable age of girls could
not be expected to be made suddenly until the notions of the
lady-world were changed; & girl whose marriage was post-
poned till say 14 or 15 was sure to be pointed at, and there
was some danger lest she saffered both in wind and in body, It
was therefore necessary to edncate the ladies. Indeed theeduca.
tion of women, lay at the bottom of most of the reforms they
advocated; and he therefore urged his friends to press for it.

Mr Mahajani was aware that some of the so-called re-
formers had failed in action: their failure was to be regretted.
Those who were against all reform might question their sin-
cerity, but it was not for brother-reformers to take the
same view. Might it not be said that those who failed had
failed because they did not well estimate the measare of their
difficulties. In criticising the conduct of brother-reformers,
reformers, he argued, ought to exercise the greatest tolerations
and patience. Self examination might be as rigid as possible
but in judging others they should not forget they were sure
to commit mistakes.

He'concluded by saying that reform shoald not simply
be confined to their own class but it should embrace peeple
of all castes and creeds—the out-castes and the Mahomedans
and necessarily “ woman” who equally with man hasg
& soul,
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Mr. V. R. Mudbolkar the secretary of the association
then read the annmal Report, which after noticing the
lamented death of Justice Ranade, dwelt on progressive
increase in the marriageablo age of girls several instances of
which were given. The report then alladed to the efforts
made to curtail marriage expenses, and to promote inter-mar-
riages between smbcastes of Brahmins. The Report made
special mention of the impetns given to the edacation of
women by the Director Mr. Candy who secared female teachers
for several girl schools and who contemplated the opening of
a training class for women with local help. After noticing
that in Berar about Rs. 17000 were contributed towards the
Victoria Scholarship Fund and that the sum was to be utilised
in opening a midwives’ class at Amraoti—the report men-
tioned the names of three high class ladies Mrs. Joshi, Mrs,
Gokhbale and Mrs. Ladibai who had qualified themselves as
midwives. The report then noticed the meetings of the Girls
Association at Amraoti named gfagT @wATT— ( Vanita Samaj )—
of the Social Reform meetings of the Deshmukhs at Shivala
and of the Kunlis at Malkapur and of the Mahomedans,

After the Secretary had read the report Mrs. Veunubaj
Namjoshi read an essay on * the necessity of educating help-
less girl widows.” She was followed by Mrs. Vithabai Dan-
de a school mistress who dwelt on the ¢ difflculties met with
in imparting education to girls,” Mrs, Parchure who read an
essay on ¢ Benevolence” and JMrs. Gokhale who advised her
sisters as to the best way they should utilise their leisare
This was the first occasion when ladies addressed the meet
ting.

The programme of sabjects to be;discassed at the Natione
al Reform Association as drawn up by Mr, Justice Chan-
davarkar was then read ont and approved.

At this stage Mr. Candy addressed the meeting. He ex-
pressed his pleasure at the sight of ladies coming forward



86

and statipg fheir griovances. He appealed tothe gentlemen
present tb give some pecuniary help to the establishment of
the Training Class at Akola as the Hon. the Resident at
Hyderabad expected it. He showed what necessity there was
for having a training class for ladies in Berar itself as it was

difficult to secure trained midtrdsses for the girls schools from
outside,

The proceedings were bronght to a close with a vote of
thanks to the President and Mr. Candy.

R. B. Wamanrao Kolhatkar writes :—

The first event that I have to chronicle in this year’s
report of the Social Reform work in the Central Provinces is
that two marriages have taken place between the Karhada
and Konkanastha sections of Maratha Brahmins, Both the
marriages took place in last June in Jabalpur which isa
stronghold of blind orthodoxy although it is the proud head
quarter of an important division which boasts of possessing
the only arts college supported by Government in these Pro-
vinces, and although it is a place where two of the oldest and
biggest Railway lines meet. In spite of these advantages, the
spirit of progress is here, a8 in other similarly circamstanced
places in this most conservative country, almost conspicuous
by its absence. But it is still a matter for some congratu.
lation that on the occasions of the two marriages we had a
fair gathering of people who are fond of calling them-
selves orthodox and are not at all averse to crying down re-
form and reformers. But intermarriages between two sec-
tions of Maratha Brahmins were not quite unknown in these
Provinces even during the past regime of [the Bhoslas, For
there are a few families still extant at Raipur and Nagpur in
which such marriages took place generations ago. The
warriages were however clearly the result of necessity and
uot of & desire for moving onwards.
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Another matter worth noticing is the practieal attention
paid to the vital reform of female education by some of the
edncated gentlemen of Nagpur and Bhandara, The initia-
tive in Bhandara was taken by a gentleman who, thoagh he
originally came from Bengal, was brought up and educated
in these Provinces. He filled for a long t ime important posts
in the Forest Department where he was all along a trusted
servant of both the Government and the people, and he has
lately retired from the service-not to end his days in ignoble
ease but to redouble his efforts in the service of his country.
Being a great believer in the solid progress that can come
only from edacation and improved social environments. He
started amidst great difficulties a private school for girls a
few years ago in Bhandara which bids fair ere long to become
a model school of the kind in these Provinces. He has now
left the place but not before magnetising by his remarkable
enthusiasm several members of the Bhandara bar who are de=
termined to do and are doing every thingin their power to
make the institntion still more prosperous jand keep the
memory of Rao Bahadur Chandar Kumar Chattarji as green
as ever. A similar institntion was started in Nagpur by a few
good souls about 15 years ago, and it has of late been show-
ing nnmistakable signs of much strength and vitality., This
is due to the increased zeal which a few members of the
local bar and few retired officials of the Educational and other
Departments have thrown into the sacred canse of female
education, These gentlemen have lately proposed to open
an afternoon class for the education of ladies on the model
of the one which the late Mr. Chintaman Rao Bhat of be-
loved memory kept up in his house at Poona for several years
with the help of his enlightened wife, God grant that the
proposal matares into a fait accompli ere long.



83

MADRAS PRESIDENCY.

TRICHINOPOLY.
19. THE HINDU RELIGIOUS UNION.

The Hindu  Religious Union, established in
1895, has for its objects, first, opening of girls’ schools to
edacate Hindu girls on the lines of their own religion, cus-
tom and morality. its other objects are more of a religions
character. In the girls’ school in addition to the subjects ap-
proved of by Government, the following scheme of religious and
moral education is followed in the various standards. ( 1) In-
fant standard. Familiar Sanskrit names of the Days, Weeks,
Months, Seasons and years and names of God. (2 ) First
standard. Names of places of pilgrimage, sacred rivors and
elementary religions stories, each story mot exceeding ten or
fifteen lines. 3 ( Second Standard ) Origin of national feasts
and festivals, simple narratives treating of virtnons living
and love for our temples and the varions vrittams performed
by the women ef our country, 4 ( Third standard ) Lives of
Saints and storids of filial love, 5 ( Foarth standard ) Lives
of our ancient women such as Savitree, Sita, Mitrayee, bricf
sketch of Ramayana and Mahabharata, acharams; duties of
women towards husbands and others. In addition to this, the
girls learn both Sanskrit and Tamil, divine songs, to pray to
God in different parts of the day, and songs to be sung daring
marriage and festive occasions.

The fifth report of the said institution for 1900 states
that the library is sapplied with 20 journals gratis, devoted
to the cause of Hindn Religion and philosopby. The library
has 353 volames. Vaidic Brahming appreciate the merits of
the realing room and library, as they frequently resort to it
for reference and study. The monthly sabscriptions are how=
ever decreasing, though donations have increased during the
last 4 years. The girls in the school are taught the following
eompulgory subjects, prescribed by the Madras Educational
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Qode viz. Reading, Writing and Arithmetic'and the following
optional sabjects viz., Hygiene, Geography, Drawing and
needlework. A religious and moral instractor is engagsd, 'Che
school is getting more popular and has 140 irls on the roll,
with 96 as the average attendance. 80 were sent up for exa-
mination, 70 passed. Since onr school was started, tha time-
honoured prejudice against female elucation is rapidly va.
nishing. A branch school is opensd this year.

The report for 1901 is of the same satisfactory charac-
ter. The receipts were Rs. 903, charges 823, leaving &
balance of Rs. 140. The report for 1902, states that from the
large number of Brahmin girls that attend school, it is clear
that this school has removed the prejudice against female
edocation. Kindergarten and objects lessons, were the addi-
tional optional subjects in tke school curriculam, The peca-
liar featare of the school is the special scheme of religions
and moral instruction adapted in various standards. Daring
the year teaching of Sanskrit was made compulsory. Stati-
ratnagaram is the Sanskrit text. Rs. 50 a month is the whale
cost of the Chinnakadai Street- school and Rs. 21 of the
Andar Street School, The girls on roll were 113. Addition of
books is made to the library. Permanent building fand is
started.

TRICHINOPOLY.
20. HINDU SOCIAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.
8. M. Raja Ramrao Wiites :—

1 have the honor to submit a short report of the work
done by the Hindu Social Reform Association, Trichinopoly
daring the year ending 15th December 1901.

There was only one addition to the number of members
thus giving a total of 19. Mr. T. V. Saminatha Aiyer B. A,
L. T., who bas been our Honorary President for two" yeau,
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resigned his place owing to a change in his convictions as
regards Social Reform. As usual, two delegates from the
association attended the sittings of the Provineial Social
Conference lreld at Madara Last May. The second anniver-
sary was celebrated in the month of Jaly and Mr, @G,
Sabramania Aiyer, formerly>the; Editor of ¢ The Hinda ”,
delivered an excellent address on Home Life in Sounthern
India. DBesides, a public lecture on Travels in America aud
Anustralia, with Lantern Slides, was delivered by the Rev.
F. E. Cameron Government Chaplain Trichinopoly. There
wore also held two extraordinary meetings one to place on
record the sense of irreparable loss sustained in the death of
the Hon’ble Justice Ranade and the other to record the regret
of the association at the death of the late Queen Empress.
On the whole the work done has not bsen quite satisfactory.

21. BELLARY,
Mr. Sabhapathy Madliar, President, writes :-

The principle of ‘work on Non-Sectarian basis is strict-
ly adhered to for the progress of the moral, social and reli-
gious welfare of the masses, The members of the Simyj are
50 in namber and there are many sympathisers in town sad
elsewhere,

The honorary secretary of the Samaj is not only a prea-
cher of the Samaj, but a lecturer for the Temperance caase.
Ho travelled daring the year over 4 districts in the Madras
Presidency and 2, in the Bombay Presidency, and preached
on various subjects referring to Hinda religion, social reform
andevils of drinking. A Vernacnlar weekly paper desig-
nated ¢ The Sanmarga Bodhini ”” is published by the Samaj
ventilating opinions on the above subjects. 230 copies
of the sams are being circulated weekly. The following dif-
ferent departments ara maintained by the Samaj and work
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under each is being carried on as mnch as possible and to the
extent of the funds ( which is rather low as reported befors )
it can command, ( 1) Reading branch {2 ) Praaching branch
( 3 ) Publication branch (4 ) Free Sauskrit School branch (5 )
Free Reading Room branch (6) Free Ayurvelic Dispensary
branch in which thousands of patients—Hindas and Mahomme-
dans were treated during the year. Nearly 20 boys Brahmins
and non-Brahmins are reading in the Sanskrit school.

The attitude of the Samaj towards the anti-nantch
movements, advocacy of female edacatiou, the purity move.
ment &c. is maintained uonchanged. The Samaj has bsen en-
deavouring to promote the elevation of the masses in every
possible way as before.

MADRAS.

22. HINDU SOCIAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.

Premises. Rao DBahadar K., Viresalingam Pantaln
provided the Association with 8 new bailding in December
last. A wall round the premises has alio been sincs put ap
by him. The generous grant of this valuable property may
be regarded as the principal event of the year.

Members. At the beginning of the year under report
there were 119 Members and Sympathisers on the rolls. On
the 5th May last, it was resolved that the nse of the name
“ Sympathisers ” be discontinned, that all thoss who are
admitted into the Assuciation be called its Members, but the
system of taking pledges be continued as heretofore, and that
the pledges taken by a Member at his option bs indicated
opposite to his name in the annnal reports of the Association.
At the close of the year there wers 125 Members oa the rolls.

Ececutive Commitiece. The Executive Committed at
the beginning of the year consisted of Messrs.. Jayarans
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Pillai, Kandaswami Chetti, Lakshminarasa Naidu, Narayan
Pao.R. B/ Viresalingam Pantutn and B, Varadacharlu (Secre-
tary). On the 1lst June Mr. Charla resigned, in conse-
quence of his leaving Madras and a General Meeting resolved
the place on record the Association’s appreciation of the able,
energetic and devoted manneérs”in which he had served the
Association daring the several years of his Secretaryship.
Mr. C. B. Rama Ran was appointed member of the Com.
mittee in bis place, and R. B. Viresalingam Pantutn. was
elected Secretary. - The Committes held 17 meetings for the
transaction of business,

General Meetings. Nine general meetings were held
daring the year, most of them for amending the rales.

Social Gatherings, On the 14 Janunary, a large
social gathering was held to give publicity, among the friends
of the Association, to the fact of its having removed to the
new premiges. On the 3rd February, a small gathering was
brought abount to introduce a few Hinda ladies to a lady
visitor from America. Four other ordinary gatherings were
intended to bring the members together.

Ladis’s Lectures, The thanks af the Association are
due to the Buperintendent of the Horticultural Gardens for
having, with the kind permission of the Secretary of the
Gardens, shown and explained a number of interesting horti-
cultural operations to a gathering of ladies invited for the
purpcse by the Association in February last. Four lectares for
ladies were delivered during the latter half of the year: in
Juoly onthe ¢ Electric Tramear, ” with experiments ; in
August on “ Science in a Kitchen” ; in September on
¢ Woman 'as Mother ” ; in October on ¢ Recreation. ” These
lectures are fixed for the last Sataurday .of every month, and
the Committee hopes that they will in future be regularly
given,
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Journal.—It was decided in September last to start an
Anglo-Vernacolsr monthly msagazine, to help on Que work
of the Association, R. B. Viresalingam having ondertaken
the pecuniary risk for oae year. Under the name of ¢ The
Yoice of Progress, " the journal was brought ont in October.

Widows® Hom:.—The Association, to which it is intended
to transfer this institction, joins R. B. Viresalingam Pantula
in thanking tha Zamindar of Polavaram for a donation of Rs.
1000 and Mr. Kolachalam Veckata Rao fora transferof six
shares in a cotton mill, each of the valae of Rs. 500, There were
thres pupils in the Home up till May last, and thero is one
now. Two remarriages—one of a Naida girl, and the other of a
Telaga Brahmin girl—were performed daring the year.

Finance.—The year opened with a balance on hand of
Rs. 157-5-6. The receipts during the year amounted to Rs.
218-10-9, and the expenditure to Rs. 198-8-0; thus leaving
at the end of the year a balance on hand of Rs. 177-8-3.

Conclusion.—The lack of moral energy, which has al-
ways been regarded as one of our defects, seems to afford a
sofficient explanation of the torpor which overtakes so many
mov:mants in our country. The Comm’ttee has no specia]
reagons to assign for not having done more than was done
duricg the last twelve months, but will reiterate the oft-re-
peated hope that anew year may brirg a fresh accession of
strength and erergy to the Association.

YIZIANAGARAM.
24. BHAKTA SAMAJ,
Mr. Ramalingoswami the President, writes:—
I have the honor to inform you that Mr. T. A. Nara-
sinhacharear B. A., B. L., member of our Samaj, has been

duly elected delegate, to represent our Samaj at the Social
Conference, to be held this year, at Calcatta.
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COCONADA.

25. SOCIAL REEORM ASSOCIATION.
Mr. Sobhanadri, Secretary writes :—

The number of the members of our association is pow
eighteen as against 17last year. We added three membersnew-
ly to our list, but some of the old member, having discontina-
el their connection with the association the number has
not increased remarkably.

2. Three business meetings and one lecture meeting
wore convened daring the year. At the second business meet-
ing it was resolved that the association should emp’ y alady
teacher in order that she might gotoa few lli- a homes
every day and teach ladies and girls, who may b :eirous o
taking instruction in sanitation, trainingup ¢b  ren, noedle
work and such useful sobjects. The association is on its
enquiry about a competent lady for the purpose. At the
third meeting a rale on the marriageable age of boys and
girls was passed whereby the members are bound not to
marry their boys under16 and girls under 10 years of age here-
after, As in last year usefu] Telugu books containing moral
lossons and lives of great Indian women were circnlated to
Zenana ladies, who gladly read them, A small addition of
books for the nse of women was made during the year under
report. A lectare on the evils of Kanyasulka and vanakatna
marriages was delivered in August last and, thongh lectares
on other subjects were announced meetings could
not be convened for uncontrollable causes. The as-
sociation has no preachers working on its behalf, nor
did it pablish any pamphlets on social reform this yera
It sent delegates to the Godavari Social Conference held
in May last at Amalapur in this district.



95

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY.
26. AHMEDABAD.

Rao Bahadur Lalashapkar Umiashankar, Secretary,
sends the following report of the Guzerath Vernacular So-
ciety forthe year 1901 :—I1ts patrons are Lord Reay and
Maharaja of Gaikwad. Its president is Diwan Bahadar
Ambalal Sakarlal and has 603 members. The Society was
founded in 1848. One of the featores of the Society is the
encouragement of elocuzion amongst ladies. With & view to
give forther scope to the intellectnal - progress of ladies and
to cultivate powers of speech, certain subjects were selected
on which lady candidates were to speak before ladies only.
The first attempt was madein 1894,  Until 1900 these at-
tompts were continned every year and ladies used to speak on
various subjects usefulto ladies. Prizes were given every
year. Various ladies from distant places competed. The follow-
ing table will give an idea of the activity of the body.

Year 1894 1 Necessity of female edacation.
. 2 Of what sort should it be.

Year 1895 3 How to teach children.

» 4 How to preserve health in various states of
women.

» 0 How to spend leisars hours.
» 6 How to tend the sick.

»» 1 The effect on families having educated and
non-edsllcated women in the house.
» 8 The effects of infant marriage.
»» 9 Necessity of higher edacation to women.
» 10 The evil physical results of the siapa system
daring mourning.

»» 11 How ladies can be useful in famine-times
to the famine.stricken etc.
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Prizes of'50 Rs. wore offered every year. Uandidates of
all races'were permitted. Large nuwmber of ladies attended
these elocution gatheringsevery year. This course of eleca-
tion was changed this year and it was decided to hold exa-
minations for testing the education of ladies. There were 8
candidates for examination this"year  Prizes to the amount
of Rs. 170 were given to the seven that passed. Mrs. Lely,
Miss Macfy, Mrs. Vidiagowri, Gopilal and Mrs. Sharada Go-
pilal superintended the examination.

N. W. PROYINCES,
GWALIOR.
21. KAYASTHA TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.

Muonshi Kamta Prashad, the indefatiguable secratary of
the Kayastha Temperance Societies sends the following re-
port for the year 1900 and 1901 :—General ;meeting of the
Temperance Societies was held in April 1901 at Lucknow.
Babu Baldeo Prashad was President. Reports from various
temperance societies were read. Kamta Prashad’s Hindi
pamphlet ¢ Temperance Darpan ’ was laid before the meeting
and lectures on temperance were given. 600 people attended,
The report for the year 1900 contains the following facts:—
A Temperance Society was established at Monghyr. The
General Secretary has his office in his private quarters. An
adjacent house at Rs,4-8 ans. annnal rent contains all the
files, pamphlets and other documents of past years, The Gene-
ral Secretary spends 8 hours daily in temperance work. His
duties consist of writing notes and articles for the Kayastha
Hitakari, compiling pamphlets, corresponding ete. The office
bas several branches such as 1 Newspaper, 2 Temperanco,
3 Book Fund, 4 Horoscope Scheme, etc. Although a clerk is
engaged the work istoo heavy. The following is a list of
registers and files:—~1 Diary, 2 Register of despatched letters;
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2362 lottars and papers were issued; 3.Register of income.
Sabscribers are 143; receipts 830 aud odd. 4. Register of
Expenditare : 603 Rs. spent during the year. 5. Receipt book.
6. Register of Adult abstainers. 1689 pledges were received.
7. Register of juvenile abstainers and pledges issued. 8. Regis-
ter of permanent sabscribers. 9. File of festive ceremonies.
At 277 ceremonies total abstainance was observed, at 40 not.
10. Register of families of habitual abstainers. 11. Register
of temperance agents. 12. Register cf Brauch Temperance So-
cieties. 13. Register of work done Ly agents. 14. File of
correspondence relating to search and appointmeat of Tem-
perance Agents. 15, File of correspondence relating to publi.
cation of temperance matter. Reports as regards Holi festi-
vals were received. Forms of agreements for interdining
were published.

A Temperance Diary for each agent is kept. There are
nearly 70 such agents. The Nigam Kayasthas prohibited in
meeting any intoxicants to be drunk on festive occasions,
Ras. 778 were available for expenditur: this year. Of this 556
Ra. were spent during year leaving a balance of Rs. 221 for
next year. The total number of pledge holders dariog the
year was 16,608. Ten thousand copies of poems and 12,000
prose pamphlets sgainst drinking at Holi were freely distri-
boted before the Holi festival as a precantionary measure.
The Temperance ¢ Darpan ’ published in Hiodi and in Nagari
character contains an epitome of all previous temperance re-
ports.  The object of publishing this Hindi pamphlet is to
dissiminate among our women and Hindi knowing members
of our community the knowledge of temperance. During the
year under report thers wers 277 festive ceremonials in the
Kayastha community of India. 47,378 persons attended these
celebrations; not one of them touched liquor. From the abave,
it will be safe to infer that wine-drinking in general feasts

has been etoppsd. But there were nearly 40 calebrations at-
m
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tended by 2422 persons, when wine was drunk, Daring the
year, 351 families were entered as abstainers. The total
number of such families is 2898. Of thesa 2613 are ab.
stainers from wine; and 2369 abstainers froth Bhang, 2733
abstainers from -opinm. It is unfortunate that the vice of
drinking, amongst Kayasthas of Hyderabad is on the increase:
Rev. Evans and Munshi Shyam Kishore worked as Mr,
Caine’s temperance agents.

JAIN DIGAMBAR SABHA.

Mr. Champatraisends the following 6th Repart of the Bha-
rata Varshiya Digambara Maha Sabha for 1900-1901 :—Mem-
bers have increased to 203. The Maha Sabha Conference wag
held on the 1st November 1901. Shet Dwarkadas Laxmandas
was in the chair, Resolution against child-marrisge and
marriages of old men with girls was condemned. The reso-
Jution was directed to be printed in the Jain Gazeite for
general guidance. No girl shonld be married below 12 and
no boy below 15. No Jain with issue should marry after 40
and no Jain without issue should marry after 45. Resola-
tion condemning widow marriage and the Jain Patrika of
Lahore, which approved of widow-marriage, was passed
A fund has started at the instance of the Joint Secretary
Baba Banarasidas for writing the history fought of the
Jains and proving its antiquity. Lectares in Sanskrit
were given by Jain students. A meeting of the Jain yourg
men’s Association was held. Branch reports from various
Jain Associations were received and summarised. The follow-
ing among many other resolutions were passed by the Bombay
Provincial Jain Sabha:—that secular and religions education
be encohraged amongst Jain ladies and children; that funeral
and other ceremonial expenses be curtailed; that child-marri-
age, sale of girls and marriages between old men and young
girls be prohibited; that the Siapa system whereby fe.



99

males in mourning strike mercilessly their own chests be aboe
lished; that nautch girls should be proscribed from marriage
and other religious ceremonies. The Lucknow Jain branch
reports the existence of an Asylum for Jain old persons,
maidens and indigent students. The Jain branch at Bara-
banhi, among other things, took measures to stop indecent
songs and words uttered by women at marriages. Jain Ga-
zette, Jain Mitra and Jain Hitaishi are three Jain papers
advocating improvement of Jains.

ETAWA.

The Eighth Conference of the Sanadhya Brahmin Mae
hamandal was held at Etawa in 1901, Very spirited speeches
were delivered by Mr. Raghunath Pershad Sharma and Shri«
mati Kanya Shanti ‘Brahmacharini on female education and
other cognate subjects. The unification of the Brahmins was
advocated. Reports from varions branch bodies were read,
The rules adopted by the Sanadhya Mahamandal relate to the
promotion of Sanskrit learning, to due religions observances,
to stop nautch and other banefal practices, to stop marriages
of girls below eight and of boys below 16, to stop marriages
of men of 48 with virgins, to regulate marriage and birth
expenses according to scals, to help;preachers and the Upaka.
rak paper, to promote intercourse between Sanadhyas and to
stop practices contrary to Shastras, to help indigeat widows
of tne caste etc. Mr. Jugalkishore Pathak was President &
Mr. Sukhdeo Baksh was General necretary of the Mahamun®
dal.

MATHURA
SHANTI ASHRAM.

Swami Shivaganacharya continues working for the de-
velopment of the Ashrams as bifore, Many books and pam-
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phlets explaining in Hindi Swami’s relgious and social views
and the'correspondence he held with various persons, are pub.
lished. Daily Satsangas are held in the Ashram. There were
8 inmates in 1901, Three great fairs were held. Sadbaran
Dharma states clearly Swami’s views on religions and social
topics. Balance on hand at-the end of 1901 was 270 Ras,
The report of the Ashram for 1902 is of the same natore.
But the pecuniary condition seems to have very much imprve
ed. The balance on hand at the end of the year being Rs.2444.
It seems Swami Krishnanand has started a novel Ata
scheme. Earthen jars were placed at the honses of some
local sympathisers, who pat therein & handful of flour every
day for Ashram Sadhos. 2 maunds of flour are thas obtain-
ed every month. Moral songs are published and distribated
broadcast. There are now 12 inmates in the Ashram. Swami
Krishnanand teached and Swami Ram Tirth who ia gone
abroad to Japan and America, who was, Moderator in chief ot
the last Dharma Mahotsava seems to be interested in the
Ashrams,

SYLHET. ( ASSAM,)

The Sylhet Union, started in 1876, sends its 24th
Annual Report for the year 1899-1900. The Union holds
annunal examinations of girls and zenana ladies on subject of
studies previously fixed, including needle-work and paintiag
and awards prizes to the successful candidates. Special prizes,
medals and scholarships also are awarded to the best essayists
and writers of poems.

The year opened with a working balauce of Rs, 209-5-6
against Rs, 273-5+3 of the previous year. Total income for
the year amounts to Rs. 464.12-9 and the total expenditure
to Rs. 331-14-6 against Rs. 312-0-4 and Rs. 375-15-9 re.
spectively of the previous year, thus leaving a ¢losiog balance
of Rs, 243.3.9,
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The Shillong board had the entire management of the
annual examinations. The subjects of examination were
Bengali literatare, History, Geography, Mathematics, Ele-
mentary Science, Hygiere, midwifory, needle-work, cookery
and psinting. In oral 'axaminations 70, 30, 40 p.c. and
in written examinations 60, 45, 40 p. c. in the aggregate were
the minimam marks for passing inthe first, second and third
divisions. The pass marks in literature were 40 p. ¢.; 33 p.
c.in the written examination and in mathematics 15 p. c.
in both. 736 competed, and 644 passed, Of the successfal
candidates 58 are married, 577 unmarried and 9 widows. 84
were Mahomedans. 560 Hindus. Comparing the past years,
the present year yields the largest number of successful can-
didates. The number of zenana ladies this year is also larger
than that of the previous years,

The prize distribution ceremony was held under the
Presidency of the Lt. Governor.

The Report for 1900-1901 of the Sylhot Union is as
usnal interesting. The closing balance for the year was Rs.
246-7-6, It holds examinations in educational sabjects, as
usual.

482 ladies competed, 385 were successful. Of the suce
cessful 38 were married, 342 unmarried and 5 widows. Of
these 53 were Mahomedans and 332 Hindns. The ages of suc-
cessful candidates range from 4 to 25 years.

Proceedings of @ Public Mseting of the Hindoo Residents
of Muzafarpur ketd on the 15th Decembar 1901,

Mce. Harbans Sahai writes s
Considering that many evil customs and practices exist
in our Society which are warranted uneither by the Shashtras

nor by reason, and considering that the attention of the
educated and thoughtful public here was never directed to this
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all-important sabject of Social reform, a public meeting was
called ifiviting the educated public of the locality to express
their opinion on this vital sabject. The meeting which was a
fairly attended one and consisted of some very energetic pube-
lic spirited gentlemen of the town assembled in the premises
of the Mukherjee’s Seminary on Sunday, the 15th December
1901 at 8-30 A, , with Babu Langat Singh, proprietor of the
lacal Bhumiker Brahman College, in the chair. The mahaunta
of Jaintpor and Babu Vishwanath Prasad mahtha also graced
the meeting with their presence. Letters of sympathy were
also received from Babu Nand Kishore Lall and Babu
Basanti Charan Sing expressing their inability to attend
owing to unavoidable cause.

Three important questions were taken ap for considera,
tion i~

(1) Female edncation, (2 ) Terperancs and ( 3 ) marri-
ageable age of boys and girls. Speeches wera delivered by Babu
Jogesvar Prasad singh, Pandit Narayen Pande, Babu Dwarka
nath and others, advocating the necessity, utility and wider
spread of Female education and supporting the cause of
temperance in its wider sig nification. The pernicions effect
of early marriage and the nec essity of raising the marriage-
able dge both of boys and girls was also pointed out. Baba
Govind Chandra Roy Vakil gave the meeting some very nse-
ful and practical suggestions, The following resolutions
were unanimously adopted.

(1) That this meeting places on record its sense
of deep gratitude to the memory of the late lamented Mr.
Justice M. G. Ranade and the invaluable services he render-
ed to the country in connection with the social reform DMove-
ment of which he was the life and soal.

(2) That a Committee be formed to devise measures
and matare plans for carrying out such reforms as may

appear salatary :—
P ——————
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DESHOPAKARINI SABHA, KALAKANKER,

Dauring the year 1900-01 this Sabha discussed on vari-
ous Social evils such as widow marriage, fomale education
sea-voyage, infant marriage and exchange marriage. The
sabha passed a resolution to the effect that an attempt shotld
be made to bind Hindus with solemn pledge to abolish th®
objectionable practice of Badala or exchange marriage,
Pandit Shitalprasad Upadhyaya the Vice president of the
Sabha in one of its meetings proposed that as the heavy de=
mand of dowry and tilak is the cause of the growth of
Badala system in Hinda Community it is desirable to abolish
the dowry system and to introdace Brahma Vivaha and Dola
system amongst the high class of Hindus. The proposal was
accepted unanimously and it was decided to depute a preacher
to preach amongst the people against the rainous practice of
demanding heavy dowry and the Badala or Otoprot marriage.

Pandit Deodutt Sharma delivered Speeches at various
melas on the subject.

KANYA KUBJA SABHA.

24 ordinary and 30 special meetings of the Kalakan-
kar Kanya Kubja Sabha were held ander the Presidentship
of Pandit Shitalprasad Upadhyaya last yesr. Various social
sabjects such as the spread of education, abolition of ruinous
system of settlement of dowry, poligamy, Badala or exchange
marriage, infant marriage and heavy expenses in marriage
were discussed by the membérs of the sabha. The sabha
according to its previons resolution got about three hundred
pledge forms signed by the Kanya kubjas who solemnly
pledged not to fix certain sam of dowry or tilak in the
marriage of their sons, The Sabha in one of
its meetings proposed to hold a Kanya Kubja
Conference at Cawnpore. Several Kanya Kubja asso-
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ciations . sapported the proposal and at last it hag been
decided fo hold the first meeting of the Conference at Cawne
pore iu December next. The Sabha discussed on many other
social evils such as the Kkar ceremony in which a washers
woman gives Sokang to the bride and Naktoura in which the
women sing obscene songs,

LUCKNOW CITY ARYA SAMAJ.
Mr. Raghanandanaprasad writes :—

1. In reply, I beg to say that the Samaj met regularly
every Sunday during the year, the number of attendants
varying from 20 to 60 and on special occasions it was more
than 600 souls.

2. The Samaj, as you know, is a religions body bat the
pledges that are binding to the members are both of * reli-
gions ” and “ Social Reform ” character.

3. They are the 10 principles wkich are widely known as
the principles of the Arya Samaj and which comprise in
them almost all the items of the ¢ Social Reform ”

4. How far the Samaj has sncceeded in Social Reform
will be known from the fact that almost all of its register«
ed members ( about 50 ) give home education to their wives
and girls, They recognize the fact—not only from Social re.
form stand point of view but as a religious injaoction that the
following items are indispensably necessary for the reforma-
tion of Bociety :—

(1) The question of sea-voyage and foreign travel.
(2) Widow rerarriage.

(3) Inter marriage nos only between sabdivisions of
castes but between different Varnas (classes).

(4) Abolition of caste system as ii exists at pre.
sent,
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(5 ) Prohibition of early marriage.
(6) Readmission into the pale of Arya ( Hiada ) Soe
ciety of converts to other faiths.

(7) Redaction of expenditare on marriage aal other
occasions, .

Our Province is very backward to realize our aims bat to
infase these ideas into the mind of the orthodox publie,
lectares on each and all of thesa poiats were delivered daring
the year not only in the Samaj Maundir buat also on pabdlic
roads by eminent preachers of the Samaj and by Sanyasis
such as the well known Swami Vishweshvaranand, Brahma=
chari Nityanand, Swami Paramanand of Punjab and others
and the effect of these efforts has been that much of the pabe
lic bias towards these ideas has been abated and itis hoped
the time is not far when it will vanish altogesher from their
mind.

As an instance that the members are practically observe
ing some of these points I state here for your information
that two sons of a registered member of the Samaj whose
ages are respectively 16 and 14 remain still unmarried-~only
their betrothal cersmony having been performed with girls
aged respectively 12 and 10. It must bé remembered that
the present custom among the caste to which the mem-
ber belongs is to marry children at as early an 8ge as pos«
sible.

LUCKNOW.
KAYASTHA SADAR SABHA.

Mr. Fateh Bahadar Nigams Honorary Secretary Kayas-
tha Sabhs writes :—

1. Primary education among the girls of the Kayasthas
ia no doubt on the increase, but higher edacation of women

continues to be hampered.
n
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2. Theestrictions on Foreign Travel would have be-
come greatly relaxed but for the deplorable fact that some of
our castemen, after their return from foreign countries, con-
valsed the society by opeunly defying all social rales and cus-
toms and by adopting altogether unHindu manners :—

3. While girls are not now married soearly as they
were a few years back, a decided change for the better is
noticeable as regards the raising of the marriageable age for
boys. The marriage expenses too have generally been curtailed;
and monetary stipulations at marriages are discarded and dis-
couraged. A conviction is daily gaining gronnd among parents
that they can make their danghters happy only by selecting
for them sunitable matches and well-educj:.ted busbauds and
not by paying any undae regard to mere saperficial surround-
ings after their married life,

4. The Kayastha Ceonference, of which this Sabha is
only an Executive body, and which has till now held 14
gessions at the various centres of the Kayastha population,
used to assemble in the .Christmas week. A very desirable
departure from this practice has been made this year by ad-
opting a resolation dispensing with the rale which enjoined
the Kayastha Conference meetings being held usnally in De-
cember. Itis to be hoped that this welcome changs will
enable the Kayasthas to profit by the Indian Social Confer-
ence meetings to & greater extent than hitherto.

5. Owing to the spread of the Temperance movement a
great check has been placed on the use of wine amoung the
Kayasthas, Open indalgence of drinking at feasts and cere-
monies 18 far less common than it was before ;ra.tl;er the
practice has altogether ceased in some places. Even drink-
ing in private is less frequent, as the gradually increasing
number of pledge-holders and total abstainers amply
testifies.
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6. Asregards the different spheres of activity in the
Kayastha Reform Movement, the various branches of the
Sadar Sabha may be mentioned here. They are:—

(1) The Kayastha DMutnal Family Pension Fand,
Lucknow ;

(2) The Kayastha DMarriage Provident Fuand, Rae
Bareli ;

(3) The Kayastha Trades Association, Luckaow ;
(4) The Kayastha Education Committee, Aligarh ;
(5) The Kayastha Economic Association, Bankipore
(6) The Kayastha Reform Committee, Moradabad ;
(7) The Kayastha National Fund, Lucknow ; and
(8) The Kdyastha Conference Jagir Committes, Gaya,

There are some other kindred Associations, such as the
Kayastha Temperance Society, India, ( Gwalior ), and the
Kayastha Vegetarian Society, Aligarh.

8, Of the Kayastha Educational Institutions, the first
and foremost is the Kayastha Patshala of Allahabad, which
is one of the best managed Colleges in Upper India. It maine
tains an excellent monthly Magazine, the Kuyastka Sama-
char which, nnder the able editorial management of Mr,
Sinha, Barrister-at-law, has made wonderful progress of late
and is indisputably acknowledged to be the best literary pe-
riodical in Upper India. Kayastha schools also exist in Gaya,
Sikanderabad, Khairabad, and a few other places, besides
scores of literary and social clubs doing mors or less useful
work.

i
9. There are Ka.yastl{a. Trading Companies at Lucknow
and Sitapur, Kayastha Companies at Damraon and Gorakh-
par, a Kayastha Bank at Delhi, and the Kayastha Messenger
Co. of Gaya.

10. Thera exist Provincial and Local Sabhas in different
places and in different dogrees of efficiency, varying with
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the enlightenment of the local community and the igteress
exhibited,in matters of social reform.

11. From the above brief sketch yoa will at once
perceive that the Kayastha community is being permeated
by a trae desire to reform itself ou more lines than ons.

CAWNPORE.

OUDH AND BIHAR TEMPERANCE COUNCIL.

Jai Narayan Prasad Bajpai Secretary, writes ;==

As usual we have been doing our level best to promote
the Temperance Propaganda in the jarisdiction of this
Council. Our paid lecturer Maushi Shyam Kishore Varma has
been making extended tours thronghoat the province of Bihar
and many of the districts of the N. W, P. and Oudh. He
has been all along successful in his tours and reports good
progroess of the Temperance work. In addition during the
course of the year Imyself made a tour in some of my adjacent
districts, He as well as I hold indoor and outdoor mestings
and Bazar preachings aud get total abstinence pledges signed,
There has been a significant increase in the number of our
pledge holders. Besidesin some of the districts the Govt.
cameo to our help and closed a few of the ligquor shops but
not to any very appreciable extent. The lower classes who
aro addicted to the vice of drinking and hard smoking of
Ganja, Charas and other varions intoxicating preparations
are now beginning to realize the evil effects of them. There-
fore our future on all sides seems brighter day by day.

I may well say that the Cawnpore Temperance Union has
been holding its periodical meetings to preach fotal abat.
ainence and they too have been & fair saccess daring the year
now closing,

SHAHAJANPUR,
Mr, Bakhtwarsing President Arya Samaj and editor Arya
Darpan writes that & widow-marriage<helping-Sabha has
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been lately started and a pamphlet for the spread of widow
marriage in Nagari published, The Maharaja Gaikwad is a
patron of the Sabha, which has at present 77 members.
Two marriages of child widows were celebrated; the parents
of the girls being Lala Swarnp Lal and Lala Jirpul. The
former is Agarwal Vaish and the latter Agarwal Jain,
The marriages were celebrated after a good deal of opposition.
Mr. Bakhtwarsiog has devoted his whole time to this work.

CAWNPORE,

Mr, Jai Narayan Prasad Bajpai writes that the local
branch of the National Social Conference seems likely to re-
ceive some vitality as some ef the edacated young men have
joined it.

AGRA,

Jagannath Parsad Bhargava [Hsq, Secretary Bhare
gave Sabha  writes :—The 12th annual meeting of
the Bhargava Sabha Agra anod the DBhargava cone
ference was held at Allahabad daring the Christmas week in
1000. Rais Bahadar Lala Behari Lal Saheb Bhargava the
President of the Bhargava Sabha Agra, Rais Honorary Ma-
gistrate of Jabbalpur in the Central Provinces presided, 75
Delegates from abouat 32 distriots attended the meeting, The
namber of delegates with regard to the number of the Bhar.
gavas on the whole was not discouraging. The meeting held
its sittings on 27th, 28th and 29th December 1900,

The following resolutions were passed,

27th December—The Bhargava Sabha Agra and Rewaree
Reports were read and considered.

In the Bhargava Sabha Agra reporf it was stated:—

a. 23 stadents had been this year in the Bhargava
Finlay Boarding house Agra—of these & studentsof
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the Boarding House and one at Dera Dun are sup.
ported by the said Sabha.

The result of the examination and the namber of
the students of the said Boarding house was report-
ed to be satisfactory ome.

23 widows of the Bhargava commaunity from differe
ent districts are being snpported at the rate of Rs,
2-8 & month from the widow fand.

The Bhargava bank at Jabbalpoore under the super-
vision of Rais Bahalur Lala Boehari Lal Bhargava
is in a good condition and rendering good service to
the Bhargava community.

The Keshori Raman Patshala is doing its business
very well ander the management of the Chief Dhar-
gavas of Muthra city,

At the motion of the Secretary of the Dhargava
Sabba Agra a subscription of Rs 615 was raised
towards the widow Fund.

The Book showing how the Bhargava Boarding
honse at Agra and Rewatee cameinto existence, who
contributed towards them and in what sums and
other particulars relating thereto, not being prepar-
ed by this time one year more was given to pre-
pare the same.

The proposal to prepare the directory of the Bhar.
gavas of different places was confirmed—which was
to be prepargd at the census of 1901,

The resolution regarding the reduction of mar-
risge and funeral expenses were as usual passed and
confirmed.
The resolution regarding the marriageable age of
boys and girls being 15 and 12 respectively was
confirmed,
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k. Seven students’ expenses of Mahajani business was
taken upon by different delegates.

I. Technical and religions education is also proposed
to be imparted to the Board.

m. It was also resolved that the feeble and the poor
persons unable to support themselves should also
he sapported like the widows from the widow fand.

n. It was also resolved that among other duties of the
Upadeshak this must be one of his chief daties that
he should try his best in sending as many students
as he can to both the Boarding houses.

0. Bhargava Patrika is now placed in the hands of
the Local Committee of Ajmeer which is being
published periodically.

p. The list of subscribers to the Bhargava conference
was revised and passed.

The next meeting is to be held in 1901 during the Christ.
mas week at Ulwar.

BENGAL PRESIDENCY.
Sir,

I have never taken part in the Social Conferences held
at Calcatta, though I have the greatest sympathy for the
social improvements aimed at, as I believe that we in Bengal
are more prone to talk than action. Most of the gentlemen
who take part in the Social ‘Conferences are deeply imbued
with the ideas discussed there and no speeches are necessary
to induce them to believe in the necessity of social progress
on the lines indicated in your letter. Bat what is needed is
impetus to action. Iam aware that words and ideas maust
precede action, that repetition of words may in time lead to
action, but we have had in Bengal enough of words but very
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little of deedsd’ ¥ regret to find amongst the members of the
Social Cobference gentlemen who instead of farthering the
cause of improvement oppose the same when time comes for
action. It seems the elements of conservatism lie}deep in the
minds of Bengalees. They are unaccustomed for generations
to any revolutions like those tha convulsed the other parts of

the British Indian empire and have acquired & horror of
innovations,

As regards female education, children in the higher
classes generally receive such elementary edacation as is ordi-
narily necessary for domestic purposes. In the lower classes
even male children get little of primary edaucation. It will
be difficalt to attempt female education amoogst the lower
classes in the present state of society. Attention shounld be
paid in the first instance to the primary edmcation of male
children. Though there is not in Bengal 4 large namber of
school going girls, the girls here generally receive education
at home, Examinations according to the systems of the Indian
universities are not generally speaking healthy and I sm not
for the introdaction of cramming amongst onr female children,
specially whea they have tocomplete their elementary
edacation before the age of eleven or twelve. I may however
refer in this connection to the Utterpara Hitakari Sabha
which did excellent work in the direction indicated by you
and the Sabba is still in existence and holds examinations
such as are suggested by you, Female education is making
steady progress and I do not think that discussious on the
subject will make the progress faster.

Polygamy is fast dying out, Public opinion is very
much against it and people now very well understand that
comfort and convenience require that people should be mono.
gamists. No forther discnssions abont it are needed in the
Bocial Qouference. As for Kulinism its mischievous effects
have been very well perceived and wherever practicable it is
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being done awsy with, The time however has not yoi come
for its total abolition. Discussion on the subject seems there-
fore to be desirable.

Amongst the class of Kayasthas to which I belong, I
mean the Dakshin Rarhi Kayasthas of Bengal, there is no
longer any opposition to Sea-Voyage or foreign travel and
gontlemen who have travelled abroad and returned from
Europe are taken in the bosom of our Society if they are
prepared to adopt our manners and castoms bat there is no
opposition made. Of course if they are not prepared to live
as we do, to dress themselves as we do, and to worship like
ourselves we seriously object to their reception in oar society
and I think we have no alternative but to doso. Among the
other sub-castes of the Kayastha community in Bengal and
smongst the other castes specially the Brahmins, there is
considerable opposition to Sea Voyage to Furope and so the
sabject is & very proper one for discussion atthe coming
Social Conference,

I was fora good long time secretary of the Widow
marriage Association in Oalcutts. The Late Pandit Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar gnided the deliberations of our Associa-
tion and we did some work more than twenty years ago, but
we could make very little progress, as even the most edacated
men, full of ideals as to the necessity of at least child widows
being remarried, would not ventare to marry child-widows
and there were very few to acgept them as brides. Wae gave
up the matter in disgust as we thought that society in Bengal
was not advanced enongh, {The fact that in the higher classes
there is & larger number ,of unmarried female children than
male children suitable for marriage is from another point of
view a deterant of considerable force. The fusion of the
several sub-classes amongst people of the same class and the
abolition of Kulinism should precede the marriage of widows
to any considerable number, My experience is that thers are
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sub-clazgok aven amongst the Brahmine. in which the number
of marriageable females is less than marriageable males and a
good many are compelled to live the lives of bachelors while
in other sab-classes of the same class the number of mar-
riageable females exceeds that of marriageable males. As oar
female children must be married according to our view of the
shastras polygamy fin the latter case becomes inevitable.
This is specially the case with Kulin Brahmins, Widow
marriage amongst them is therefore sociolegically impossible,
while in the former case widow marriage should be a neces-
gity. The fusion of the sub-classes will alleviate these
difficulties and enable us to judge of the procise position in
which we are. A step of considerable importance may be
taken if we can get the necessary facts and fignres from
Census Reports. But nnfortunately for us the Census Reports
are of little help to enable us to make advances onsare
grounds,

Religious Endowments :—This is a matter of some deli«
cacy. The Government, it seems, is not disposed to inter-
fere. In Bengal, however, there are not many public religions
endowments. Many of the religious institations are apparent
ly public bat they are in truth and substance private. They
never came under Regulation XIX of 1810 and neither Act
XX of 1863 nor section 539 of the Code of Civil Procedars
are applicable to them. Many of those which are public are
well managed, On the whole Ido not think thers is now
any necessity for Government interference or legislation.

Intermarriage :—Public feeling in Bengal seems to be
in the direction of fusion and there is now absolnte necessity
for the same. We have already made some progress in this
directions About five years ago there was & marriage bet-
ween one of my sons and 8 grand-dsugater of the Honorable
Justice Chonder Madhal Ghosh, Almost the whole of the
enb-class to which I belong and.a portion of the sub-class to
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which Justice Ghosh belongs agreed to the marriage. A few
months ago there was a marriage of ason of the Honorable
Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nundy of Cossimbazar with a
girl belonging to the well known Paul Chowdhary family of
Ranaghat, though they belong to different sub-classes. As-
sociations have been formed for the purpose of such fausion
and one of the objects of the Kayastha Conference to be beld
at Calcutta on the 25th December next is the fusion of the
sub-classes amongst the,K Bengal Kayasthas. Bat still the
matter is one deserving of discussion at the Social Conference
and I hope it will receive the attention it deserves.

Raising of Marriageable age §¢ :—~ As the question must
be discussed with an eye to the doctrines of our religion
and a8 a matter of fact the age limit is gradually advancing
from various other causes than a mere desire of social progress
I think the matter should not form the subject of discussion
at the Social Conference.

Tke Expenses of Sraddhas and Celebrations are not very
great in these provinces. They depend upon individnal ideas
and means and pressure is seldom put by society in
these matters. The expenses of marriages however are very
obnoxious. Pablic opinionis the only check upon exhorbitant
demands now made in a very large number of cases and every
attempt should be made to create such public opinion. We
all feel the necessity of the rednction of expenses but it seems
wo are helpless.

Paras 9 and 10 of your letter :—These are not matters of
mauch importance in Bangal. Persons desirous of coming back
to Hinduism are few, if any, and the adoption of the Vaisnava
faith as inculcated by Chaitanya Mahaprava is a means which
can be always adopted by those who desire to be Hindns, A
large number of the aboriginal races like the Sonthals are
converted to Hinduism by the teachers of the doctrines of
Chaitanya and thoese teachers never object te act as spiritual
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guides of ottcastes. They are thus brought into the pale of
Hindnism in Bengal. A notable instance of sach cons
version is that of the people of Manipur and a
good part of Cachér, who are Vaisnavas of the
Chaitanya sect and even now their spiritual guides
are the descendants of the first followers of Chaitanya.
According to accepted notions amongsé Bengalis conversion
into Vaisnavism raises statas, 80 much 8o that a vaisnava
though originally belonging to a very low class becomes an
object of reverence just below the Brahmins. They are no
longer considered to be outcastes and Pariahs.

I beg to state in conclusion that all sociologicay
problems are extremely difficult of solution and we cannot
but proceed slowly. Revolutions are not possible in these
days, specially uoder a Government which must necessarily
hold itself aloof from all interference in matters religious
and social,  Our Government cannot &ct as Peter
the Z=Great did jin Russia.' Besides, all herces of
Social reform have advocated by their teaching slow
progress. To borrow the idea of one of the independent
thinkers of the age, the heroes ofreform, inthe matter of
meat-eating, wonld first teach people to abstain from it on
particular days and then say that none but sacrificial meat
should be used and lastly say that no meat sbonld be
taken.

PRAYASCHITTANTE AVYAVAHARYYATA
VICHARA.
A SyNorsis or TuE FirsT PAMPHLET.

Mr. K. L. Mokerjee writes answers to the following
guestions,

1. Whether & Hindu convert to Christianity or any
other religion may he taken back into sogiety after he has
nndergone the penances (Prayaschitta.)
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2, Whether a Hindo.who by reasén of having eaten
forbidden food has been out-casted, may be admitted into
society apon performing prayaschitts.

3. Whether a Hinda who sails across the oceans and lives
in a mleccha land and then returns, may be taken back into
society after he has gone through the Prayaschitta ceramanies,

Although the prevalent opinion of the principal Pundits
of Bengal is that Prayachitta obtains in all these cases, yet
somo assert that even after the performaunce of Prayachitta
they cannot be taken back into society. Thoe latter base
their opinion on a single text of Raghunandana. Raghunan.
dana takes it from Yajoavelkys, bat the quotation is differ-
ent from the original in that there is a letter in the former
that does not occur in the latter, viz., the negative particle
(lapta akar). Raghunandara quotes avyavakaryya for vya-
vakaryyae in Yajoavalkya's sloka :-

Prayaschittairapaityeno yadajnanacritamvabet,
Kamatovyavaharyyasta vachanadiba jayate,

If the reading of avyavakaryya, be maintained, the sloka
becomes meaningless when read with reference to the context.
The Mitakshara, the anthoritative exposition of Yajnavalkya
reads vyavakaryya, and lays down that owing to the injance
tion of death in the most serions cases, when the sinner dies,
and therefore cannot come back into society, there will be an
entire absolation from sins ; whereas if the sinner does not
perish, then he may come back into society but his sins will
not be expiated. This vyavastha holds in all cases of subs-
tituted penances (Vikalpa' prayaschltta) Raghunandana’s
opinion is in conflict with the Shastras, which clearly indi-
cates that in all cases, substituted prayaschitta for such ine
tentional commissions as bring on excommunication, does
not offer expiation for the future, bnt only the boon of admis.
#ion into caste,

The Pandits are requested to controvert this, if possible



118

SYNQPSIS OF THE SECOND PAMPHLET.
Firsr Seoriox, '

The second pamphlet begina with a reprodaction of the
questions opened in the first, and notes the answer that the
persons mentioned therein can surely be taken back into
society., Mahamahopadhyaya Pundit Krishna Nath Nyaya-
punchanana says in reply, that the argument of the first
pamphlet is sound ; but Raghunandana and Salpani being
the extant anthorities inBengal, he does not like to contradict
them.

1t will however be observed that—(1) Salpani is not
clear on the point raised. He first explains the text on
which the whole discassion rests, as he finds it in Yajoavalkya
(withont the negative particle) ; and then goes on to explain
what the line wounld mean if the sign of the negative were
introduced.

(2) The dictum of Apastamba quoted by Raghnnandana
has been taken from the Mitakshara :—

Nasyasmin loke prattyapattirvidyate kalmashantu nir.
hanyate.

It has not been traced to the original somrce, nor to any
other than the Mitakshara, where it has been inter-
preted to mean that in those cases in which the prayaschitta
is performed by surrendering lifs, there is no chance of the
benefit of social communion accrning. Raghunandana has
therefore no right to change its signification.

( 3 ) Raghunandana having applied the doctrine in a
wrong sense, his conclasion is unsapportable and fallacious.

SEA VOYAGE.
A learned Pandit of friendly disposition hailing from
Benares warned me against raising the question of Sea Voy-
age for discussion in ‘the North West and other parts of



119

India outside Bengal, and eaid ‘I might thereby create an in-
dignation that might not be desirable for me. 1 shall draw the
mostearefnl inference from §his caution, bat owing to the
great importance of the subject to the people of India and
their present needs, will not desist from an attempt to popu-
larise my views so far asit may be possible for me todo in
the midst of my maultifarious daties. Hence to help those
gentlemen who do not know Bengali, the following synopsis
of thoe third pamphlet on vyavaharyratais placed in the hauds
of the public.

SYNOPSIS OF THE THIRD PAMPHLET.
Fmsr SECTION.

Since the publication of the second pamphlet a Pundit
of some celebrity has drawn attention to certain passages in
two religions works extant in the North West and other Pro-
vinces, one entitled Dharmabdhi or Dharma Sindhu and the
other Nirnaya Sindhuo, the effect of which is to declare Avyva-
baryya or anfit for secial intercourse persons who have jour-
neyed over the seas. Although thesaid works are not original
scriptares yet a correct decision aund enunciation of the law
seeming necessary, the opinion of the Dharma Sindhu deser-
ves examination.

It recites that certain unsages prevailing in olden times
should not be followed in the present age (Kaliyuga ), and sea
voysge is among them. It proceeds then to eay that people
who have committed sach grave offences as the killing of a
Brahman &e., will not be ‘excused from punishment in the
future, but will by going through the penances be taken back
into caste. Then in dealing with the condition of the sssocia-
tes of sinners, it asserts that Brabmans who have made sea
voyage shonld not be had communion with. Bat it is clear
that sea voyage could not bave beenspecially forbidden in the
present yugs, if it had not been allowed before when it was
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not & &in, 'The slokas quoted by the author tefer to Bamadra
jatra which is included in them among the DAarmas or ep-
proved observances. That particular religious practice there-
fore which was styled Samudra jatra, has been interdicted at
the present t ime like others mentioned in the aforesaid text.

A =

SEcOND SECTION,

The Nirnaya Sindhu notes an Adityapuran verse quoted
in the Hemadri, and says that even after prayaschittaa Brah-
man who has been to sea by boat should not be associated
with. This is & special injunction for which there is no aatho-
rity any where in the original Dharma shastras ; hence a
mere statement of this sort can not have a binding effect,
whereas the evident conflict between the said dictum and the
text of Brihannaradiya is easily obviated by looking at the
nature of the‘act forbidden, In writing Samudra jatra swi-
kara of Brihannaradiya as Samudra jatus swikara a slip of
the pen evidently occurred. But if thatbe not conceded then
it must be admitted that that form of sea voyage or that parti-
cular religious rite which in the ages preceding the present
‘was considered a dharma is a sin now, a8 otherwise the associa=
tion with a man who has been to sea can not according to
the rendering of Samudra jatus swikara, be-an offence. For
this the anthority is Brihannaradiya, which reads Samudra
jatra and not Samudra jatas swikara, and ean not but, as it
must be first declared that the religions rite of sea voyage
of yore is objectionable before the association can be. Hence
the reconciliation of the apparent conflict follows in this way
that the Bribannaraliya makes ita sin to undergo the reli-
gious ordination of sea voyage, and the Nirnaya Sindha makes
the association sinful,

Upon'the manuseript and proof being placed befors the
aforesaid Pundit he made certain comments, in the main and
important portion of which he states that Jit is indeed true
that expiation will not prevent the after consequences of in-



121

tevtional sins, and the delinquent will only be vyavaharyys,
or fit for society, yet the author of the Dharmabihi or Dhar-
ma Sindhu says that that should not be so, aud that there is
po authority for the position that Samudra jatra was a Diare
ma. 1o answer (1) It need only be pownteiouns that the mis«
taken opinion of the Dharmabdhi already criticised can not
be acted upon and therefore is no suppnrt for the contention
sgainst sea voyage for pleasure or business ; aud (2) the ver™
ses of Brihannaradiya pertineut to the point need only be quo-
ted to carry conviction.

Samudra jatra swikara kamandala vidharanam,
Dvijanam asavarnasu kanyasoopayamas tantha,

* %k » -
Mahaprasthana gamanam gomedhancha Tathamakham
Iman dharman kaliyuge barjyanshoormaneeshinas.

Brihannaradiya purana, 22 ch.

In conclusion it may be pointed out that eveu if it be assu.
med that Samudra jatra in the above slokas means sea voy.
age pure, simple, and that if is a sin, then the Prayaschitta
ordained for prakeerna offences, that is to say, those that
have not been mentioned specificaily, may well be prescribed
by the Brahman {savans ; and in as much as complete expia-
tion or futura benefit will not accrae, the jnevitable resnlt will
be fitness for society (vyavaharyyata). But one need not go
8o far,as it is clear from the Dharma Shastras that sea voy-
age except the particular religions observance of that name
is unobjectionable,

KANYE LALL MOOKERJEE,
SECOND SECTION.

Babu Prasanna Kumar Daniarhi in his pamphlet in raply,
says that the persons mentioned abova shounld not be taken
back into society as it has not been the custom to doso. Hae
forgets that only that custom is valid which is based upon

P
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the Shastras, bit the one he refers to, is not, and thersfore is
pot maintainable at sall, In the second place he refers to
Vishna Samhita without observing that the same work men-
tions these very persons as the lesser offenders (mpapatakins)
wherefore they are fit to be taken back into =society after
prayaschitta. In the third place’he quotes Vriddha Harita
Sambhita which also has been proved to support Yajoavalkya
and the Mitakshara, and not his view.

THIRD SEOTION,

The mistake arises from a confusion made belween two
classes of sins leading to excommaunication; those committed
intentionally, and those unintentionally, The latter may be
fully expiated both results following, viz., absolution in the
futare, and commaunion in society here ; but the former will
derive the benefit of only one of these two results, that is
to say, whichever is possible. In the case of substitoted
penances life is saved, therefore not immaunity in the futars,
but the alternative, communion in the present will follow.

FourTa SECTION.
Thus all the smritis. with the single exception of
Raghunandana’s, ordain that the persons in question may be

taken back into society. Raghunandana’s fiat therefore that
they are avyvakaryyas;is baseless, and should not prevail,

KANYE LALL MOOKERJEE.
HURTOXEEBAGAN,

Natyamandir,
26¢h Decembesr 1896.

MONGHYR KAYASTHA SABBA.
Mr, Ramshahay General Secretary writes .—

With reference to ‘your circular letter dated the 30th
Nov. 1901 I beg to state that this sabha was closed for abont
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6 months in the year 1901 on account of plague in the town,
but the working of the Sabha began and works done in the
latter 6 months of the year in the usoal way.

1. That this Sabha hae exercised its iofluence towards
the curtailment of the marriage expenses and the expenses of
other ceremonies.

2. That this Sabha with the subscriptions raised from
the members of the Kayastha commaunity maiotains some
helpless widows belonging to tke community and provides
with schooling fees and price of books for orphan boys of the
caste, reading in the high schools of the town.

8. That the Sabha has educated the pablic mind of
this commurnity as to inadvisability of infant marriage of
either sex and the effect is that such marriages sre few and
far between,

4. That the percentage of parsons indulging inthe al-
coholio drink has decreased so much that now their number
has come to a few and thoss few taking the drink not
publicly.

5. That there were duly four sittings of this sabha
during the latter 6 months of the year,

6. That this sabha in its sitting of this date quite
agrees with the subject Nos, 1, 5, 6 and 8 mentioned in your
letter under reply and has to make no snggestions,

7. 'Chat tbis Sabba selects Babu Kamla Sahay joiot

Secretary of this Sabha ag delegate of the conference to bLe
keld at Calcatta.

CALCUTTA.
THE BUDDHIST TEXT SOCIETY OF INDIA.

Mr. Satis Chandra Vidyabhunsana, Professor, Sanskrit
College, and joint secretary writes .——
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I bog to express hereby my great sympathy for the pro-
posals contained iu your letter. As the time before ns is
very short I abstain myself from making snggestions in con.
nection with the tensubjects enamerated by you. I beg
only to report to you my deep sympathy for the same,

The subjects were discussed by usina meeting,

CALCUTTA.
THE RAMKRISHNA MISSION ( SEAL.)

Swami Brahmananda writes .—

Dear Sir (J. Chandavarkar) The Swami Vivekanandaji
regrets his inability Lo attend your conference, owing to ill-
health. He wishes all success to your movemeant,

PUNJAB.

PURITY ASSOCIATION.

The year which is abont to close was not of any extra.
ordinary activity for tbe Panjab Parity Association. All the
old works have been carried on in the usnal manner except
that an orphanage has been added to its work. The orphanage
hes absorbed all euergy and ‘resources. The good resulting
from this institution can not be measured in a short period
but it is trusted that anotber year's Iabours will achievethe
object aimed at, The following is & brief report of work
done under each subshead of work,

1. The Purity Servant.—It is an organof the Punjab
Purity Association. It is conducted by the President. Its
sole responsibility lies with him. He bears all the charges
and makes op the deficit if any. It advocates the canse of
Parity, morality, total abstinence and catholic religion. It
is appreciated by the general public and has, it is believed,
rendered valaable service to students and youngmen., It has
alway opheld the canne of Bocial Reform iu it varions phases
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and hes never flinched in its duty of setting right any tend.
ency towards moral delinquency on the partof leaders and
prominent men of a community. It preaches in unmistak-
able terms reverence to elders, admiration and veneration for
all that is good in great and good men and sacred writings
of all natious and of all ages. It has been a friend to many
a stroggling youth in the path of virtue and its recommenda-
tions of books and men have been eagerly followed by many
1ts financial condition last year was not at all good and
it suffered a great loss in the death of its valaable
and energetic Manager Lala Ramjidas. The nam-.
ber of its subscribers is about four hundred, a number which
with itssmall subscription can never make it to be above
wants.

2. The Homeopathic Charitable Dispensary—Tbis

has continued to doits humble but usefal work all the vear
ronnd‘ f 'l'uﬁ w’uv“u vivak of ]qqf gm’l -~y \lrk was due tO

Chowahary Khosal Roy who attended to his labour of love
ijn Bun and in rain, There are two other honorary workers who
are receiving their training in humeopathy in the dispensary.
The average daily attendance was about a hundred bat daring
months of sickness it was out-numbered by a very large
pamber. Women and children come without reserve. The
poor and the middle class people consider the dispensary as
their own. Diversity of work undertaken by the Purity As-
sociation and by several noble institutions in Lahore has
diverted the charity of the generous public from the dis-
peusary which was however not allowed to suffer for lack of
fonds. God is the helper of all good works and dispensary is
being carried on on its old basis of faith in God. It was first
started in July 1892 with five rupees worth medicines and He
who has enabled it to survive and render some help to the
poor for these ten years will keep it if necessary for years to
scme,
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3. Widow Relief Fund~Six widows are regularly ree
ceiving help monthly from the Association. In famine years
it had become necessary to render relief to a large number and
the Association did its share of work. About a hundred
widows received an aid of ope.rupee per month for several
months, Chadars and blankets were distributed to them. The
Association received Rs. 100 during the year under review
from two frierids and about twenty five rupees in small dona-
tions. There is a widow reading in the Victoria Girls’
School who receives a stipend of two rupees per month. A
poor sick widow the sorrowful accounts of whom were nar-
rated in the Purity Servant was-taken in charge by the As-
gociation for several months. She was afterwards helped to
go to her native town., She has been relieved of all miseries in
the world and has been taken by the Loving Mother in Iler
bosom where she will no longer need any help from any As-
sULLwsion ar enw charitable person.

4. The Pavitra Holi—annual gathering took place as
usual on the occasion of Holi in the gardens outside the vity
between the Lohari and Mori Glates and thonsands participat-
ed in its proceedings cheerfully. The success with which it
is yearly celebrated isa proof of its popularity. Moffasil
towns have commenced imitating it and it is believed that a
few years perseverance will make it a substitate for Holi for
the edacated community all over the Province. It belongs to
o particular party. The Parity Association collects & few
ropees and bears the expenses. The Aryas, the Brabmos and
the Hindus have equal share in the programme. Masical
entertainment forms the chief attraction. The members of the
Amnritsar Termperance Society and of the Lahore Temperance
Associations added largely to the magnificence of this year's
gession.

8. Crusadeagainst Nautches—The labours of the As-
sociation have borne {ruits, "The nantch has practically been
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abolished {from many marriages. The public sentiment has
been awakened and maoy a Biradri have passed resolutions
abolishing nantch as a form of entertainment to guests. The
Association is ever on the alert but it had no occasion to pub-
licly condemn the conduct of any noted individual in Lahore
for a delinquency in this maiter.

6. Regulation of Brothels.—~So long asthe houses of
illfame exist in the Anarkali Bazar and other frequented
quarters in the city the Purity Association cannot raise its head
with glory. During the past year no- attempt was made by
the Association in this important question. The Manicipality
of Lahore did after all apply and has been invested with the
suthority from the Local Government to deal with the Regn-
lation of Brothels ander the Municipal Act. It now remains
with individoals to apply for the removal of the houses of
1llfame from their neighbourhood. The Association has mach
yet to do hat its hand is full ‘with diverse other works.

7. Tke Punjab Central Orphanage.—The President has
undertaken this work on his own responsibility. The
Orphanage was openeld with thirty boys. Some have left and
those who were grown up were found employment in Work-
shops. There are at present 21 orphans in the orphanage.
Five are engaged in hosiery work. Three were trained in
compositors’ work in the Economical Press and are receiving
wages at three ropees per month, one of the trained boys
has, however, recently run away perhaps to some other
orphansge at Amritsar or Ferozepore. Three are being
trained in the Taﬂonnv shop of Messrs, B.D. Khanna
brothers. One is attending the Diamond Hinda Jubilee Tech.
nical School whers he receives a stipend of Re. I' per month*
Two have been trained to making chicks ( Bamboo curtains ),
Four have been trained in caning chairs and msaking baskets.
Three are employed in different’ factories and bring in mere
than four rupees a month. Those who earn more than three
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rupeesa montheither in the orphanage or elsewhere pay to the
orphanage'tbree rapees per month for their food and lodg-
ing. The balance is deposited in' People’s Bank in the Savings
Pank deposit of each boy. Much yet remaius to be done for
the moral, intellectnal and spiritnal training of these boys,
The undertaking is of tremenddus responsibility costing large
amount of money and requiring help of men. The work has
been nndertaken like all other works of the Associationin
entire trust in God. The field is vast but the labourers are few.
The above report is submitted as a humble record of what is
being done by the Association and with the hope that good
men all over the country will send their blessings on it,

—




APPENDIX E,

THE ORPHANAGE INSTITUTIONS.

They deserve & place by themselves especially as the
National Social Conference at Calcutta 1901, passed a special
resolution with regard to them. A number of orphanages
exist in upper India. The Arya Samaj with the lead of Lala
Lajpat Rai is doing yeoman’s service in the cause :—

Mr. Nandkishore secretary, sends the following report
of the Bareilly Orphanage for 1900. The Bareilly Arya Samaj
founded it in 1884. In 1887, the cooperation of non-samajists
was taken, Government of N, W, P. took always a sympathetic
interest in the institution. Governmeunt in 1888 sanctioned
payment of Rs. 2-8 per month per orphan in the institation.
Famine orphans are paid 2 Rs. each monthly. The instita-
tion now continues its existence principally owing to
Government help. Opening a workshop would be desirable, The
mansgement counsists of 25 members, 16 of whom are selected
by the Arya Samaj. Three Governors to sapervise diet, clothing
etc. of the orphans are appointed with the approval of the
District Magistrate, The energy of Arya Samajists has
given new life to the institntion. It has now 152 orphans, 62
of whom are boys and 90 girls. The orphans belong to all
castes and are of all ages. There are 13 Brahmin, 10 Parsi
and 33 Chamar orphans. Diet is entirely vegetarian, Up to
1898, three houses were hired for orphans, Now a bailding is
erected, Government having granted land. Thisis occupied
by girls. Boys have a separate building in town. According to
rules, the Committee hold themselves responsible for the
marriages of girls only. They are married to men of their
own castes and according to their rites. 32 girls have been
‘married so long. 10 girls were married to self-supporting per-

q
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sons this yea.r,"’some of whom were sepoys in regiments. Boys

bave been' given in adoption also. Education is given to
these orphans and minor proféssions tanght. Great credit is
doe to Rai Bahadar Munshi Damodardas for his continned
belp. Income of the year was, Rs. 9027-2-3, expenditure 8099,
leaving & balance of 927 Rs.” The institation has, however,
no permanent source of income,

Lala Lajpat Rai the earnest leader of the orphanagas
movement in Ponjab has sent a pamphlet entitled the
Hinda Orphans Relief movement by the Arya Samaj
Lahore. The following is a brief summery:—The move-
ment was started in 1897; Hinda chiliren of Central
Provinces were helped. 250 children were thas rescaed and
brought into Punjab, where they were accommodsted in Lahore,
Amritsar, Jullandar and Ludhiana orphanages. The terrible
famine of 1899 called out the energy of the samajists. Lala
Diwan chand, a senior stndent D. A, V, College went ovre to
Rbjpatana to find orphans, His graphic experiences and
touching accounts moved almost whole Lahore to take action.
Agents were sent to various places by the secretary Lala
Lajpat Rai. To the credit of the N. W, RR. concessions as to
tickets were granted. The E. I. R. Oudh Rohilkhand also gave
¢oncessions, The other Railways granted concessions to or-
phans only later on. The Missionaries were working in their
interests also, It was the interest of the Hindus not to allow
orphans to fall into the hands of Missionaries whose primsry
bbject was conversion, Orphanages were started in many places,
The agents, again and again personally applied tolocal offie
cers in-charge of famine campsbnt met with no success. Lala
Lajpat says that he has reasons to believe that large naum-
bers of Hinda children were made over to Christian Mission=
‘wries and by them sent out to distant places in India. The
‘Misslonaries were every -where too- strong for the agents.
-Someeleven-agents went ont of whom six wers students or
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ex-students of the D. A. V. College. There are now 13 or.
phanages in Punjab. The orphanage relief movement is like.
Iy to play an important part in the industrial development of
the Peovince. Various professions are taught to the orphans,
The Punjab Committes which received large amounts from the
Central Committe under Government helped the orphanages
latterly to some extent. Some 19,000 Rs. were disbursed.
Lala Lajpat Rai justly observes that the best acknowledg-
ments of the Hindu community are due to those yonng men
who risked their lives in this noble undertakif)g, because it
was no joke to travel in Rajputana and C. P. in search of
orphauns, where not only was there a terrible scarcity of food
and water but where cholera and fever were also raging in
fory. Conceive of a young Panjabi Hindu travelling on
camels day and night in search of orphans in tracts which
had been devastated by famine and where neither good food nor
wholesome water was to be had for miles and miles together,
Add to this the fear of pestilence and the anxiety of having
loft behind wives and children. Add to fhis their anxiety to
spond as little as possible in their own comforts and the facg
that the fands at their disposal were so small as to make
strict economy a strict necessity. There were others who paid
every pie out of their own pockets and thus earned the ever«
lasting gratitnde of the people. This record of work is a most
magnificient ray in the sanshine of Hinda revival.

The reports of the other orphanages are not to hand,
but it will be useful to give their ‘naraes according to their
places below : —

i PUNJAUB.
1. The Hinda Orphanage at Kohat (1897 ), maintain-

ed and managed by the local Arya Samaj.
2. The Hinda Orphanage Jhelum ( 1897 ) Do, Do.
3. Tbe Hinda Orpbanage Rawalpiudi ( 1899 ) ma-
naged and maintained by a Hinda Orphans’ Relief
Association, consisting of all classes of Hindus,
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4. The Hindu Orphavage at Lahore ( 1897 , manas
ged in the same way as No. ( 3 ). Traios boys in

various industries, carpet making, weaving-cloth,
diaries etc.

5. The Hindu Orphanage Amritsar ¢ 1897 ), hLas o
building of its own, Trains boys in carpet making,

6. The Arya Samaj Orphanage at Ferozapur, mana.
ged and maintained by a committee composed of
Aryas and other Hindas ( of all elasses).

This orphanage is in receipt of small aid from Canton.

ment and District Fands and has been recognised by Govern-

Has commodious buildings of its own. Affords relief

to both girls and boys, Has between 300 and 400 on its rolls
even just now. Trains children in various industries, amongst
them carpet making, hosiery, knitting by wachine, diarie
making, weaving cloth, lace making, spinning thread and
carpentry, etc.

7. 'The Khalsa Orphanage at Patiala ( 1897 )

8. A small Girls’ Orphanage at Juollandur, con-
nected with the Kanya Maha Vidyalaya ( 1897 ),

9. Bbiwani Hinda Orphanage (1899 ). Highly
spoken of by Government Officials and patronised
and recognised by them. Managed and meaintain.
ed by L, Chura Mani, Hisar.

10, The Delhi Hinda Orphanage (1902) Just

started. Managed and maintained by a Com-
mittee of Hindas.

U. P, Acra axp QUDH.

1¢ The Darielly Orphanage, both for boys and
girls, patronised and recognised by Government.

Managed and maintained by a Committee of
Aryas and Hindus,
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2. The Vaish Orphavage at Meerat City, both for
boys and girls, (1898 ), An extremely well-mana-~
ged institution. Managed and maintained by the
Vaish Maha Sabha. Open to all Hindu children
whose touch is not considered pollating in the
U. P. of Agra and Oudh,

3. The Bharatiya Anathalaya Bindraban ( 1902 )
Managed and maintained by a Committes of lead-
ing members of the Dharma Maha Mandal.

4, The Allababad Hinda Orphanage ( 1899 ).

5. The Lucknow Do. ( 1902 ).

Just started by Babu Garga Parshad Varma with the
aid of other friends,

SOINDE.

The Sukkuor Hindu Panchayat Orphanage ( started in
1899 ). Managed and maintained by the Hindu Panchayat of
that place.

RAJPUTANA.

1. The Dayanand Orphanage, both for boys and
girls, patronised and recognised by Government,
Has excelleut buildings of its own. Trains in
induastries.

2. The Hinda Orphanage, Ajmere, for waifs and
strays, Manao'ied and maintained by the Anatha
Rakshini Sabha, Ajmers.

8, The Kishangarh Orphanr;ge, a State Orphanage
(1899).

4. The Hinda Orphanage, Neemuch (1901). A
small institotion. Managed and maintained by g
Committee composed of Hindus of all classes,
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b. ’l‘he Namli Orghbanage, Managed and maintain-
ed by H. H. The Thakur Sshib of Namli,
(1901).

6. The Piploda Orphanage, Managed and main-
tained by H, H. tho Thakar Sahib of Fiploda,
(1901 ),

7. The Bar Nagar Do. do. do.

This list is by no means exhaustive.

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY,

There are some good orphanagesin our Bombay Presi-
dency. The Mahipatram Rupram Ahmedabad Orphanage
has about 300 orphans, with a capital over Rs. 65,000. It is
excellently mansged by Mr, Lalghankar Umiashankar and Mr.
Ramanbhai Mahipatram. It bas a school and carpet-mak-
ing class attached to it, It has got some of its girls already
married,

SuraT,

The Surat Orphanage is also another good iustitation,
under the able management of local celebrities and has for its
secretary Mr, Hardevram Nanabhai Haridas, bar-at-law an
energotic worker. It has a reserve capital of Rs. 10,000.

BowMsay.

Bombay has the Lady Northcote Orphanage with a
capital of nearly Rs. 50,000. The Bhatia community with
Mr. Vasanji Khimji and others take & prominent part in its
management, There are minor castes orphanages in Bombay,
chiefly amongst Guzerathis.

Pooxa,
Tocna has an orphanage but its funds are meagre,

Barsi.
Barsi has a small orphanage,
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DrurLia.

The Dhulia orphanage was started at the instance of
Sardar Bhaskarrao Heblikar and other leaders in Dhulia. It
is now helped much by Government and may be said to be
dependent on Government aid.

PANDHARPUR.

The Prarthana Samej has an orphanage there but its
fands are not flourishing, although the management is gene-
rally satisfactory.

Baropa,

Baroda had an orphanage started in the famines and
supported to some extent by the State. But it is not shows
ing signs of activity at present.

There is no adequate information available to us at pre-
sent of the orphanages in Madras, Bengal and Native States.
1t seems that there will be someé room for improvement in
these various orphanages, if the managers can be indaced
to take & comprehensive view of the guestion. The indas-
tries that are taught to boys and girls in Upper India and
Guzerath have nof secnred general attention., Exchange of
good teachers of minor industries in these orphanages, aununal
exhibitions of the work turned out by these orphanages at
every National Social Conference or National Indaustrial Con~
ference, trausfer of orpbans from dearer places to cheaper
places; greater communication between these orphanages for
securing marriages of grown up girls, after ascertaining
their castes, ages, etc, seemy yery desirable. These individual
stray efforts of orphanages will be apparently more effective
if more unity of purpose is secursd, and if greater organiza~
tion is secured.
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EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF THE WALTER-
KRIT RAJAPUTRA HITAKARINI SABHA
FOR THE YEAR 1901,
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS,

1 am sorry that one or two of the States have not sent
their delegates here. I notice that an important question
has been raised regarding the punishment assigned for those
who give up pre-engaged betrothals. This, Isee, you have
very properly reserved for consideration for a year: in the
meantime I assume that yon are taking steps to consult all
the Local Committees, so that yon may have the fallest

expression of their views before you arrive, next year, at your
opinion on the matter.

Regarding the other matters that you have dealt with
I would only repeat what I saidulast year, namely, that your
aim. is social and that in the application of your rules patience
and lenience should be your watchword. The rules rest maine«
ly on the willingness of those who have agreed to abide by
them, and the time will, I hope, come when it will be found
that the classes concerned will accept and abide spontaneously
by the rules as you have wisely applied them.

I am very glad to welcome—representatives from Rutlam,
Jaora, Sailana and Sitaman in Malwa, as well as the Malwa
QGeneral Secretary.

EXTRACTS FROM GENERAL REPORT.
S1r. '
We, the members of the Walterkrit Rajaputra Hitaka«
rini General Sabha Rajputana, have assembled here at Ajmer
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to Join the 14th Annual Session of the Sabha, as representa-
tives from the districts of Ajmer-Merwara and the Native
States of Rajputana mentionad below s~

Alwar. Karaali.
Bharatpur. Kishangarh.
Bikaner, Kotah.
Bandi. Partabgarh.
Dholpur. Sirohi.
Jaipur., Tonk.
Jaisalmer, Udaipaur,
Jodhpur.

We held our preliminary meetings "from the 2nd to the
11th March 1901, when reports, statements and all other
matters, concerning the Sabha, were laid before us by the
Goperal Secretary and were read over to and discussed by us
Duoring these days we disposed of all pending cases requiring
our decision,

2, Although the usual notice of the Annoal Session of
the Sabha was punctuoally issued, the States of Dnngarpur’
Banswara and Jhalawar have again failed to send representa-
tives to the General Sabha. We, therefore, respectfully re®
quegt onr President to be so kind as to draw the attention of
theso States to this omission, and move them o send delega-
tes to the General Sabha in fatare.

3. It appears from the abstracts and statements pat be-
fore ts by the General Secretary that during the year 1900,
2,750 marriages and 3,147 funerals were performed among
the Rsjputs, and 144 marrisges and” 183 fanerals among the
Charaus. It farther appears that the total nomber of ceremos
pies, which wers performed according to the Sabha rules
were 2,201 marriages, and 3,060 funerals among the Rajputs
aad 135 marringes, and 176 funerals among the Charans under
the juriediction of the different local Sabhas. Infringements
of the Sabha rules occurred as follows :=—
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Ra.jpn:t's’, Marriages.
(@) Ibnrespect of age o o0 ...240

» eXPpenss .. .0 o 8
- tyag  wee e e 11
" marriage party... e 151
Pending cases T oee 139

Total ... 549

OmaxsX;MAR @R~

+ (6) Inrespect of age o T |

Pending cases o v o 8
Total ses 0

RASVT FUNNRALY ~
(¢) In respect of expenss oo ene 12
Pending cases . oo oo 15
Totalisvssrs.86

CRABANIT'OXERALS~

(d) Pending cases e e e 1

This year the ccmparatively small number of marriages
and large number of funerals are due to famine and pestilence
which made havoc in Rajputana;and did no little harm to the
province,

It is evident from the yearly repo;t of the Partabgarh
Local SBabha that roles for 12 other castes were framed and
ssnctioned by the Dorbar last year. This year rules for 2no-
ther 12 castes have been fromed and eanctioned by the Dar-
bar. 8o that 24 cther castes have now got their own rules
for guidance in cares of marriages and fonerals, and copies
of these rules will be submitted to the General Sabba when
printed. 'We congratulate the Durbar and the Local Sabha
on their success, and hope these rules will continue to be
duly varried into effect.
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4, We are much gratified to ses that besides the repre«
gentatives from the varions States in Rajputana our Sabha
has been honoured with the presence of a deputation from
Malws, consisting of Rao Bahadur Maharaj Raghanath
Singh Sahab of Amleta and Mr. Krishna Rao Ganesh
Mulley from Rautlam, Thakor Shardul Singh Sahab from
Jaora and Sailana, and Kanwar Dauleh Singh Sahab aud
Barhat Sherdanji from Sitaman, and Pandit Jada Ramji,
General Sreretary, Malwa Rajputra Hitakarini Sabha, who
have been kind enongh to undertake such a long journey and
attend our meeting in order to promote the cause of social
reforms and the \Walterkrit Rajpatra Hitakarini Sabha, They
have joined all our preliminary meetings and offered their
valoable suggestions.

EXTRACT FROM SPEECHES OF RUTLAM
DELEGATES.

Mr. Malley said:—

I would, however, avail myself of this opportunity to
bring to the notice of the representatives of the Rajputana
States, a subject which, I consider, is of great]importance
to the Rajput Sardars of ; both the provinces. I mean the
effectual abolition of the demand by the bridegroom of large
sums of money in the name of Kesar or Tika, which in spite
of our theoretical regulations has neither stopped nor dimi-
nished. This system therefore continued to he & great bar-
rier in the way of the Rajput Sardars of either provinées—
Rajputana and Central India—~to arrange intermarriages ac.
cording to the selection of the bride’s guardian.



APPENDIX I
General Statament of Marriages and Funerals performed among the Rajputs during the year 1900.
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APPENDIX ]I
treneral Statement of Marriages and Funerals performed among the Charans during the year 1900
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