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Dy R.G.Bha‘ndarkar. |
President 16th National Sozial Conference




INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

A meeting was-held on Friday the 17th October 1902
at the Bholanath Institute in order to make arrangs-
ments for the next Indian National Social Conference
to be held soon after the Indian National Congress,
Jduring the coming Christmas vacation. The following
gentlemen were amongst those who were present : —--R
B, Lalshankar Umlashankar, R. S. Vadilal Tarachand,
Messrs, Ramanbhai Mahipatram B. A. L, L. B., Krishna-
'a0 Bholanath, Barrister-at Law, Professors Anandshan-
kar B, Dhruva M. A. and Bhaulabhai J. Desai M, A.,
Messrs. Govindrao Apaji Patil, L. L. B., Mulchand As-
haram Shah, L.L. B. Uttamlal Keshavlal L.L. B., Keshav-
1al Motilal Vakil, Revaskankar Ambaram, Xeshavlal
Ranchhoddas, Dr. Dahyabhai Jethabhai, Messrs, Balvant-

rai Parmodrai Thakors, Gopilal Manilal, Dahyabhai
Tjatram and others:

R. B. Lalshankar Umiashankar having been voted

to the Chair, the following resolutions were unanimously
passed :—

(1) That the Indian National-Social Conference be
invited to meet at Amedabad thig year in Christmas,

(2) . That the draft letter read out by Mr. Ramanbhai

Mahipatram be adopted along with the draft resolutions
therein contamed )

(3) That a Reception Committec as per scpraate list

be formed ; the working Comumittee having power to add
*1.the. list,
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(4) That R. B. Lalshankar Umiashankar be appoint.
ed Ohairman of the Reception Committee.

(5) That Messrs. Ramanbhai Mahxpatram, Krishnara
Bholanath and Keshvlal Motilal be appointed Secretan%
to the Reception Committee and be -authorised to carr
on all correspondence and make all arrangements in con;
nection with the Conference.

(6) That the following gentlemen be appointed to
form a Working Comumitfee for local management :— |

R. B. Lolshankar, Mr. Ramanbhai Mahipatram, My,
Keshavlal Motiram, Set¢retaries. R. S, Vadilal Tara-
chand, Mr. Chhotalal Lalubbai Patel, Mr, Reva-hankar
Ambaram, Mr. Thakorelal H. Desai, Mr. Narsilal
Madhavlal.

(7) That Messrs, Govindrao Apaji Palil and Chatur-
bhai Mankeshwar Bhatt be appointed delegates to attend
the Provincial Social Conference at Sholapur.

8 That none but members of the Reception Cou-
‘mitte and Delegates will be'allowed to take part in the
deliberations of the Conference, though the meeting will
as usual be open to the public.

The proceedings were terminated after a-vote of thanks
to the Chairman.

SusiEcTs ror Drscussion.

AmMEDABAD, 18th October 1902,
To The Honourable Mr, N, G, Chandavakar,
General Sécretary,
Indian National Social Conference, Bombay.

Siri=-In pursnance of a resolution passed at a meeting
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of the sympathisera and supporters of Social Reform, held
at Ahmedabad on the 17th instant, I have the honour to
request that you will be so good as toinvite all Social
Reform societies and associations in India to elect delegates
.and send up reports for the meeting of the Indian National
‘Social Conference which will be held at Ahmedabad as
uzual at the time of the assembling of the National Congress.

2. The sittings of the Congress are to be on the 23rd
24th and 25th December, thus enabling visitors to the

elhi Durbar to reach there in time for the Coronation
Celebrations. For the same reasons it will be necessary
to complete the Conference proceedings before the
26th idem, ‘

3. The Conference will assemble in the Congress

Pandal.
. 4. The meeting held here has resolved to place the
following subjects for discassion hefore the Conference,—

(1). Loyal Congratulations to His Majesty King
Emperor Edward VII on the occasion of his Coro-

nation,
(2) Memorial to the late Mr. Justice Ranade for his
great services to the cause of Social Reform.

(8) The necessity for adopting more extensive measa-
res for the spread of female éducation through the agency
of public institutions of various standards, of Home Clas-
ses, of associations for mutual improvement, of organisa.
tions for public lectures and periodical examinations, of
Widow’s Homes, of trained mistresses ete.

(9 The question of sea-voyage and foreign ttavel
and the admission of men who have relurned from travel.



4

(5) 'The question of further raising the marriageable
age of boys and girls,

(6) Encouragement of widow-remarriages and the
prevention of the disfigurement of child-widows,

(7) Curtailment of extravagait and needless expenses
on marriage and death occasions, and putting a stop to the
baneful practice of the sale of brides.

(8) Promotion of the inter-marriages and inter-dining
relations among sub-divisions of greater castes.

(9) Education of public opinion on the subject of
polygamy, and consideration of measures to be adopted
to check the evil.

(10) Growth of temperance and social purity.

(11) The re-admission into Hindu Society of those
who seek admission after conversion to other faiths.

(12) The amelioration of the aboriginal races and
lowest classes of Hindu Society.

" (13) Formation of a central organisation for supervi-
sing and directing all movements of Social Reform in the

country having a central fund and a stipendiary Secreta-
ry. A Standing Committee may be formed with a central
office, which among other things could publish & directory
giving information about all agencies working for social
reform, about funds established and facilities provided
for female education (including medical instruction)
and giving lists of helpers and referees)y This organisa-
tion might also’publish cheap literature on Social Reform.
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* 5, This list of subjects will ve cirenlated to all Social
Reform Societies and Associations on your approval of
the same with such alterations as you will suggest.

Yours faithfully,
Ravanseat ManrpataaM NILKANTH,
Sscretary, Social Conference,
Working Committee.

T cuama——

'The following are the Membars of the Reception Com-
mittee 1=

The Honorable Mr, Justice N. G. Chandavarkar, Dr:
. G. Bhandarkar, R, B. Lalshankar Umiashankar, The
Ion({ora.ble Mr. Daji Absji Khare, The Honorable Mr,
Gokaldas K. Parekh, The Honorable Mr. H. S. Dikshit,
The Hono rable Mr: G. K. Gokhale, Messrs; R. B:. Bhim-
Vhai Kirparam, Narsingrao Bholanath, Dayaram Gidumal,
Kirshnarao Bholanath, R. B: Mansukhram Mulji, R.S.
Vadilal Tarachand, Ganesh Gospal Pandit, Keshvala
~Totilal, Dahyabhai P. Derasari, Dahyabhai I Jatram,
Govindrao Apaji Patil, Navalshankar N. Stukle Mul-
chand Asharam’ Lalubhai Asharam, Ramanbaai Mahipat-
ram, Shivabbai Motibhai, Chunilal Keshvalal Shab,
( Iihotalal Lalubhai Patel, B, B, Nandshankar Tuljashan-
kar, Revashankar Ambaram, Khuoshuldas Gokaldas, Ga-
pilal Manilal, M. B. Belsari, Satyendra Bhimrao, Prof.
Anandshankar B, Dharva, Bhulaohai J. Desai, Karve, B.
N. Bhajekar, Chaturbhai M, Bhatt, B. S. Varajrai Santok-
tar Desai, . B. Hargovandas Dwarkadas, Lalubhai Samal-
i3, Harilal Desabhai, B. B. Koregaonkar, Govindbhail
* 1thibhai Desai, Prof. 8 R. Bhandarhar, P. R. Bhandar-
k ‘r, Chhangallal Thakoreda Modi, Chimanlal N. Thakore,
Jivanlal V. Desai, Pranjivan N, Doctor, Sheth Mansukb-
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bhai Bhagubhai, Chinubhai Madhavlal, Lalbhai Dalpat-
bhai, Chamanlal Nagindas, Mangaldas Girdhardas, Bala-
bhai Damodardas, Bhagvandas Madbavdas, Narotara
Morarji Gokaldas, R. B. Chunilal Dalpatram, Kavishwar,
Kishanlal R. Desai, Markand Nandshankar Mehta, R. B,
Manubhai N, Metha, Kirshanlal Mohanlal Zaver, Ma.
ganlal M. Jhaveri, Girdharlal Harinath Desai, Dr. Jamna-
das Premchand, Dr Petamberdas K. Patel Kalabhai
Lalubhai, Thakorlal Harilal, Manishankar R Bhath
Narsilal \Ia,dhaxlal Nanalal D'\Ipa.txam Kavi, Chxmanlal
D. Kavi, Madanlal Lalobhai, K, Natarajen, Pitambardas
Tribhovandas, Dr, Jagannath K, Bhatt, Shankarao Apaji
Degankar, Gopalrao B. Dabholkar, Lalubhai Mathurdas,
Jivabhai B. Metha, Mrs. Madhavdas Rugnathdas, Lal-
shankar Umiashankar, Narsingrao Bholanath, Krishnaro
Bholanath, Yashodabai Tb'xkur, (Gropilal \Iamlal Raman.
bhaj Mahipatram, Sumant B. Metha, Dahyabhai lsatram,
Pitambardas Iribhovandas, Liss Kashibai Navrange, and
Dr, Miss Manekba Tarkhad.




‘Tﬁﬁ: I8TH JNOIAN )\IATIONAL SaciaL
{CONFERENCE.

B
L4tk and 2668 Decomber 1903
Among those present were:

(; Dr. R. G. Bhandarkar, ¥.4, PH: D, C.1.E,, The Hon'ble
My, Narayen Gapesh Chavdaverkar, R. B. Lalshanker
Utniyashankar, the Hon'ble Mr. Gokaldas Kahandas
Parekh, 4., L.L B, the How'ble Mr, G. K, Gokhaba, B.A,
the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Dixit, Ba., LJ..B,R 1. Hargo-
wandas Dwarksdas Kantawala, Prof: Karve, Prof. IN, G.
Padye, x4, Mr Dayaram Gidamal, »a, nus, G 8,
Swami Nityanand, Mr. Motilal Lalbbay D. B, Ambalal
Bakerlal Desai, 4., 1.L3B., Me. Govardanram Madhav.
ram Tripathi 4., 1ne, R. B. Chandulal Mathurads
Dolatjada na., L5, B. S, Vadilal Tarachand, Mr. G.
Subramania Iyer, the Hon’ble . Mr. Surendra Nath
Banerji, Mr. Krisham Nair, Mr. Narasiograo Bholatath,
B.A, Cg, Mr. Krishnarao Bholanath, Barristerat Law,
Mr. Ramanbhai Mahipatram BA., Li.s, Mr. Markand
Nandshanker 5.4, L.1.B., Mr, Krishnalal Mohaplal,  n.4.,
L.L3B, Mr, Thakuram Kapilram, B.4,, L.L3,, Mr, Mulchand
Asharam, 3.4, LLB., Mr, Govindras Appiji B.a., L.L.3,,
My, Girdharlal Uttaram, g 4., .13, Mr. Keshavlal Prem.
chand B.A. L2, Mr, Jivanlal Varajra, D.a.,  Barrister
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at Law, Mr, Chimanlal Narblieram Barrister at Lav,
Mr. T. T. Majmudar Barrister at Law, Dr, Suman
Bafuhsant, .8, D, T. C. Khandalawald, n.ir &8, Mr.
Keshavlal Motilal, Mr. Bhajekar ‘B.a., LB, Mr. Lalg.
bhai Samaldas, Mr. V. G, Bant, Mr.'B. B, Korgamkar,
Mr, V. D. Zaveri, BA, Mr. Keshavrao Kolatkar, Mr
Dalvi, Prof, Bhulabhai J. Desai, .A., L.L.B, Prof. Anad-
Shanker, B, Phurma M.ALL.B, The Hon'ble i\}‘lr.
Srinivas Rao, Mr. K. B, Marathe, Mr. R.R, Kale, Mr,
Mahajane (Senior), Mr. Manishanker Ratanji Bhatv
‘B.A. ; Mr. Chhobualal Lallubhai-Patél' B.ALL.B. Mr.
Slinabliai Motobhai Patel B.ALL.B, Mr. Chunilal
Keshavlal Sliati  B.A.L..LB.; Mr. R. V. Mahajne, Dr.
Joesh Bepmjamin, Mr. L, M. Wadia Barister at Law,
Mr. M. P, Modi Barrister at Law, Mr. Nanulal Dalpatraw
Kavi M.A., Mr. N. M. Samarth, Mr. S. N, Pandit, Baristcr
‘at ‘Law, M, O. J. Chintamani, Mr. Haji Suleraan Shah
Mahonted, the Nawabsaheb of Baroda, Mr. Dahyabhai L.
Purohit B.A:L.ILB., Mr, Sadashiv- P Kelkary Mr: Hardeve
+am Nanabhai Haridas Batfister at Law, Mr, Dahyabhai
Ijatram, Mr, Bhagwandia Dube M.A.,- Mr .Bhimbhai
Kirparam, Mr, Mansukhlal- Mugunfal Munshi B A.LL.B..
Navalshahker N. Shukla; Mr;- Bhagwandas Madhavdas,
Alr. Girdharlal Haribhat Desaj, and many others, Ladies
{presént) were Mrs, Lely, Mrs. _La.lshaqker Umiyashanker,
Mrs, Narasingo Bholanant, Mus. Knshnal:a.o Bholanat,h
‘Mrs. Gopilal Manilal, Mrs. Ramanbhai Mahipatran B.A )
Mrs. Sumant- Batakram. .B.A.; Mrs. Vasant Komari
Vajéndra Laxmiprasad, - Mess Kashibai - Herlekar, Mrsy
Umabai S, Kelkar, Bai Gulahbai Haribhai, Mrs. Shirod-
‘kar, Mrs, Dolabram, Kashiram, Mrs. Wadia, Miss, M QQ%{
*Miss Narasingrao:Bholanat, Miss Hiralal Dhru, Mra.
Reshyvalal Motila), Mis, Goklite and wothers:



9

THE NATIONAL SQCIAL CONFERENCE
SITTINGS AT AHMEDABAD.

The proceedings of the 16th National Social Confer-
cuce began with its first sitfing at 8 A. B, (Madras Time)
to-day. The time was a very early one, and in view of
the extreme cold that we are having here, it was fcared
in some quarters that the O'athermd Would be a poor one.
Owing, however, either to the greater popularity of the
cause in this place, or to the attraction of the personality
of the General Secretary, Hon‘ble Mr, Justice Chandavar-
kar and the President, Dr. Bhandackar, all such fears
were falsified, and the gathering was very large. Pun-
ctually at the appointed time Mr. Chandavarkar accom-
panied by the President-elect entered the Pandal, which
the Congress authorities hiad placed at-the disposal of the
Social Oonterence They were met at the gates of the
Pandal by R. B. Lalshankar, the Chairman of the Recep-
tion Committee, and on enterirg were accorded o cordial
reception.

Rax Banaprr LALSHANEAR Uuusunxxn,

After oll were seated, R. B. Lalshankar welcomed the
delegates in a Bpeech in the course of which he said: —
The greatness of a country depended upon.its social con-
dition, There was a time -when our country was very
civilized and our nation ‘was really a great nation. Cir-
cumstances began ta-change, and ignorance,. superstition
and selfishness hegan to prevail, and the .country - began
to decline. The qaestion was as to who were responsible
for this state of things, The speakee thonght that the
responsibility lay on the hands of leadet’s of society and
headmen of castes. - It was the duty of theke leaders to

0

“d
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take into consideration the present circumstances and to
altcr the customs to snit the times, I’(rnicious custom?
however, still prevail and we are still merged in prejudi-
ces and ignorance. Law-givers gave laws and the .Sh'.zs-
tras were made for the gocd of the country, Thejr
object was mnecessarily ‘to promote the lmppmess and
welfare of society. The leaders of the Shastris did not
interpret the Shastras in the spm(: in which they “e\’re
written. The speaker then gave a short hxslory of social
rcform ; how some of oar predecessors erlightened by
Westcrn cducation felt it {heir duty to work for the
promotion of general happiness and how they had’{o
contend against strong opposition which, though 1gno-
rant, was sincere, and how they worked with zcal

earnestness.  The results ‘achieved up to the present
time, though satisfactory as far as they went, were mot
proportiomate to the progress of education in the cduutl'y.
"Fhe slowness of progress is duec to many causes. Semec
honestly like old things, do not want any improvements,
Some do not find time to work for general welfare, but
work for money-makirg. Some admit the necessity of
reform, but do not join the movement as thé reform party
cannob please. the masses and by joiping that party
people are afraid of losing popularity. The speaker
then quoteda Gujarati proverh which means that it is
only a mother, who. can give bilter, medicines. These
people Yemain mere sympathisers,. The reformers who
liad formerly to meet the ignorant but -honest opposition
in former years have now to- meet opposition which is
Ykept up ximply for the sake.of opposition.  Fault is
found with thé methods of reforni and it is said that
everything will come-in -time. The speaker. strongly
disapproved of this ided and said that we roust make
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e fforts and make the time for reform come earlier than it
would come of its own accord, He thea divided reform
proposals into two classes, those which create active op-
phsition and those that do nat craate active opposition.
Ifh  the former class he instanced the widow remarr
iyge question. the question of foreign travel and
thiat of re-admission into caste of those who had changed
their religion, and amongst the latter he instanced fenule
ed ucation, raising the mmrrmdeable age of girls; Pardah
system and the purity question A.{'ter referring to the
incjusion of some extra resolutions and exhorting the re.
forizers to work earnestly and zealously, so that the
sympathizers may be changed into co-workers, the speak-
cr suggested that the electton of the President may ha
taken i in hand.

Mr. JusTicE CHANDAVARKAR,

Mr, Justica Chandavarkar, as General Secrstary, roso
and said that it was customary for the General Sccretary
to make a few olservations on the Reform movement.
It was the privilege of those who attended the Conferenze
two years back to listen to the words of wisdom which
gave us not simply glimpses of the movement, but gave
us ideas, which thrilled our hearts, raised the minds of ua
mediocrities” to high ideals, Those were the words of
wisdom which the talents and moral encrgies. 'of the late
Mr. Justice Mahadeva Govind Ranade gave us; His
inaugaral addresses were marked features of these Con-
ferences. .  Before proposing—our worthy countrymaa,
Dr. Bhandarkar to the chair, Mr. Justice - Chandavarkar
adverted to the modest view that D. B, Ambalal Sakerlal
took in his address of welcom¢ yesterday, of Gujerat and
the Gujeratis. Mr, ‘Ambalal spoke of the commercial
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spirit of -the Gujeratis end Mr, Chandavarkar said- that
the commercial spirit meant -awpirit of enterprize,
spirit of stradiness, ind a spirit of balance of judgment,
And the epeaker went on to say that the salvation of
India must comedrom the eomm«rcial gpirit of Gu)emq
The speaker then said trab the question whether the
Reform mavement was. making any progress could be
answered in the affirmative, for while the late Mr. Justice -
Yanade had to apply often to social reform associations,
before getting any xeply; this year not only did the re~
perts from the different associations come on the receipt
of my circulars only, but there were many inquiries from
persons and associations whom I did not know asking me
ns to what was being dpone with reference to the Central
Reform Association.  That, said the speaker, was a very
hepeful sign.  He then adverted tothe great difficulties
with which the Reformer had to cope, and the great pre-
judices which they had to conquer, but be said that if we
worked with zeal and earnestness we would show achiev-
wents which were permanent, progressive and solid. . Re-
ference was yesterday made about microscopic minotities
avd spesking on that point Mr, Chandavarkar said that
in {beir cause, dominatipg individuality with snfficient-

_m:ral energy wgs worth net only hundreds and thous-
ands, but lakhs of men, He then said that we. did not.
meet simply fo pass resolutions but to consider these reso-
lutiors which means that we must work, He then de fic ed
Social Reform a8 the angle from which one looks, at life.
apd from which one asks, his gountrymen to look . at life
His own idea he said wgs that we were wanting in the.
spirit of entérprize gnd nationaliy. ‘Hé then suggested
another deﬁmtlon of soc;al reform apd spid that sqcial
reform wes womau. Hg q_uoted, from Marshalls . eeana-:
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n:\ics {oshow that the real wealth of & couniry consisted”
o.f its mothers, wives and daughters ; and said that so
lcinw as women were néglected, thé country conld -not
i se, After making o graeeful reference to the two Gnj-
er ti lady Graduates be proposed that Dr. Bhandarkay
whose singleness and earnestness of purpose wis inimit-
ablle. he called to the chair. This was seconded by R. B.
Motilal Lalbhai and carried with, acclamation.

)

THeE PRESIDENT’S ADDRES™

Dr. Bhavdarkar then delivercd thié presidential address
of which the following is the full text:—

Lapiks AXD GENTLEMEX—

Yesterday you had a glowing and: attractive picture
placed before you. To-day it is our business to. see
whether the canvass on which the picture is to be painted
is torn and tattered and cannot hold it or of a weak texture
and canoot retain it for long. 1fit be of either nature
we have o see how it can be prépared and strengthened
g0 that it may answer our purpose. Dropping all meta-
phor, I may say that the object of social reform is to
eradicate such evil customs as have undermined the. .en-
ergies.of the Indian peopleand prevent the free expan-
sion of their powers and capacities. 'The thres hundred
millions of the population’ of India are divided into about
5000 different communities which are called castes and,
between which there is' no intimate social mﬁerconme
"TLe spirit of caste' pride has' come finto free play and
jealousies and discussions "ai¢ ‘the result, No sincere
co-operation can be expected under ‘the clrcumstances.
Some of the communities are'so smaﬂ that it is difficult
to secure husbands for women nod wives for men, And
ofb2n unsuitable matches have to be formed, And this is
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in too many instances, the case in the province of Gujarat;
where slorics of girls of inferior castes being Lroughtt
from Kathiawad and palined off on intending bride,
grooms as belonging to their caste are not uncommor;.
The lower castes are in a very depressed condition; 10
education is available to them, Even their touch is cori-
sidered abomination and to improve their social conditicn
they Ofter change their religion and become Christian's,

mie women ouhe country are, 8s a rale, not educ'ttea!

thus leading to, What may be called, a waste of half the
moral and mfellectu'll resources of the country, a waste
for which there can be no compensation anywhere, Doys
and girls, especially the latter, are married at a very early
age, and this must riecessarily lead to the degeneration of
the race; and the education of girls stops when they

atrive at about the age of twelve. Girl-widows are

condemned to a life of misery and often immorality ;

and a society that copnives at this conditicn of things

must become demoralised to a cerfain extent. Travells

ing to foreign couniries is - prohibited; and thus

there is no' scope for the develcpment of the

‘énterprising spirit of the people. If, therefore, in

the present keen competition between the nations, our
people are to have a fresh start, a strong fight vill have

to be made against these and such other customs.

SOCIAL REFORM, A NATIONAL MOVEMENT.

This bas been my creed since thé year 1853 ;I cave
expression to it at Shelapur by laying stress on the
national significance of social reform, and I thought it was
{he creed of all social reformers. 1 was not aware that
¥ was uttering anything new and was surprised to find
that [ was so regarded in’some qarters. X can have noth-
ing to say to thgse who expressed'an approval ; but there
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yvere some people, T am told, who regarded widow marri-
age, for instance, as called for'only for. the removal of
the niisery of the widow girls and had no connection
vrhatever with national interests. According to these
men the removal of misery of certain creatures is the
object of social reform, The acquisition of social facilities
for foreign travel is sought for by the social reformer,
Le t the removal of existing misery cannot be- its oliject.
So also in a very large number of cases ; csste distinc-
tions do not creaté misery, yet the social reformer seeks
to cbliterate them, The old. Buddhists, especially of
Northern India, constitated benevolence as one of the
cardinal principles of their conduct. They even sacrificed
their lives to pramote the good of others ; but they did
not. seek systematically to abolish caste, though amongst
themselves the Buddhist monks paid no heed whatever
toit. I, howevér, do not. mean to say that sympathy for
the sufferings of others is not & motive In itself. In fact
it is the highest motive, and the world- has now begun
to move towards its realisation, though, I am afraid, there
is morv talk about it than actual worlk, as is shown by the
manner in which President Rodsevelt’s attempts to bejust
and impartial to the Negroes in the Unitéd States have
been received. RBut if mere sympathy for-the suffering
of others is the object of social reform, why should we
confine our efforts to the Indians; and .why not ecxtend
them to the Chinese or Europeaps ? Practically, there-
fore, we have to restrict the operation’ of this high motiye
to the people of India, so that, from .this point of view
even social reform becomes. a national miovements
ZIME 15 NO FORCE,

Now some people there are who belive in the natural

operation of the cauges which have come into existence
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and declare deliberate social reform not only unnecessary
but harmful, and agitationi such as is conducted by this
Conference and Social Réform Associations to be mis-
chievous, The cduses that have come info operation fare
our contact with Western nations, the English education
i receive at schoals and colleges, English law and policy
which make no distinction between a Bruhman and Shudra,
railivays which compel a holy Brahman to sit sid: by
side with o low casfe man in a third class compartment,
the increase of population consequent on Pax DBritanica
which is driving even Brahmans to resort to the pro-
fesslon of stone-masons, tailors, weavers and so f(#i'!h.
These have no doubt been changing our manners, / but
their operation must cease with the satisfaction of the
immediate need, and it cannot give us systematie reform,
Besides, if social reform were left to the natural operation
of-these causes, you cannot trust (o the process always
yielding rational results. The changes that our present
circumstances are calculated to produce may be good or
may be bad, The expression that is often used in cot-
niection with this view is that time will work out the
necessary changes. - But time is no force ; it is simply a
tategory of the understanding to distinguish one event
from another, . The real force comes from.human motives
which are invoked™ by the circumstances in which men
find themselves, ~ If, therefore, {ime works out changes
it must be by the force of human motives. And asthe
lower motives are always more powerful than the higher
onés though these are noblerin their nature, when. you
leave things to take' their own course the changes that
will be effected will be such as the lower motives of man
briigr about ; that is to'say; the changes will not aliays
be ood of rationgl, In ordeér, therefore, that the ¢changes
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which our prescut circumstances oy the couses indicated
Lbove are likely to produce, may be good-or rational it
3s neccssary to discuss and decide which we. wil have and
which not. In other words, social changes must not be
lelt to work themselves out, but should always be -under
the guidance of our reason and moral senee,
{ WITROUT THE CONTROL OF REASON,
«Our previous history is full of examples in which, when
things were left to themselves the changes that were
effected were irrational anlimmoral. Some of you kpow
{hat the authots of our Smeitis or lawbooks enumerate
stwelve Kiuds of sons who suocceed their father, One of
thf;se is Kanina or the son of a_virgin that was begotten
before a girl was married and who in some cases was Jew
garded as the son of her father, and by some as the son
of the hushand whom shc ‘sabsequently married, This
shows Lhat when the practice of marryivg: girls at a ma.
ture age prevailed somo of them svent wrong. And jnall
likelihood it was to serve this evil that the practice of
marrying girls 3t an early age came into existence, Some
of the old Rishis lay down the rifual of marriage on the
supposition that the bride was & grown-up girl ; others af-
ter laying dow the general roleadd it woyld be better
to marry o girl before maturity.” Therg axe still otherg
who did not, spprove of thiy new practice that was corae
ing in, gnd.Iaid down in express, terms that only. & mature
girl shonid be married, - So far the, new changewas not
beyond the control of reason, -Bat, that control was soon
lost ; and it went on_sproading oyer a_wider avea. The
possibility of a girl going wrong ;heforo, matwrity was
Jone lpoked to and gradually egtly marriage became a
stereotyped custom withaut peference to the, reason that
ashered it in; and the” limit ‘of age-besame lower gnd
3
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Tower witil now a'ehild everr a few!months. ld is some -
tintes mafriedi Thus, then, this change was not \mde!r
the guidance and control of reason wnd-was left to worlk
itself ouf, The manifest cvils of cavly inarringe wor/b
entively Tostsight of. and catly marriage eame to bc firinl" y
rooted, Mlnllady the’ orwmal motive that eveutually led
to female infanticide and tha marriage of absut a !nmdre‘\l
girls or more to cne wan way mot’ Ind. . That; motl“\o
was the duxiely -of -parents to marty theirs girls. futo
respectablé fuuidlics,  Bati this fwas not under the gmdmt:c
of ¥3isoti ; and parents killed their dnughtsrs to avoid
the'dfdaradaof ¢ mart yibg thent'into low familios s “(,aapa
them o liusbainds that-saw them- only:erce in their life,
SirhilatTy; & P03 nice regard for fema'lefclnstxty not of -the
moral ‘hut physical kind led fo' the! proecriptaoh of widow.
martiagé, ond 'no 'regard: whatever was paid'to.the evil
colkequences which have cotne 50 glaringly. under our
observation. ~ And the innumerable castes thal we find at
present uwe their existence to the feeling of exclusiveness
working itself out unchecked by national. considerations,
Thisgis the vésult, then: when wo'allow certain ibflaences to
work themsolvey-out and do mi6t subject thedd to critici-m
at'ench wldpy and arrest their operation when it aversteps
glie- bounds ofircasont It.willys therefore, inot o “to trust
Yo the new cifcumstanées in which wo find ourselves noiv,
to" m'adicate"*the prevailing - evil eustomsi * Thero. must
be-- distussion’ and: decision’ ‘and delitserate plans for the
introdaction of such:chinges only a4 are good and ‘rational ;
TWo-FOLB GESECT OF SOLIAL REFORM,

< The : ¥eform " ‘mévements that .are- Boibg won havd
a twofold’ .object;’ viz, o deliberate . eradichtion  of:ithe
prevailing evils sind “the’ preVentmn- “of ot;’hersh that
the new causes which have come dnfo operation may bring
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ab i if Life ta wosk ~itently. For the presenf, the .fst
ahjrol. i wnore. imnirtaab.s huby as I stated at Shalapar,
we hava not hran ablesto da very- mpshitoward ils necom-
plishment. A BEuvopewn friead receatly -weote to meo
rird Leam all he-had observedyac appearvedito hiny thd®
there was no strong force at the back of the-refdrm move-
ment 3 and wa must acknowledge that.this is 'true, looking
t: the perzevering and energetic: efforts nnd -exertions
made by Earopeans whencver they heve taintroduden
raforia.  Most of us have read Morley's: Life of Cobien.
‘1 we say that our exertions cin at all be poniparad
v ith thas2, which that geeat man anl his cdadjutor- M,
Bright, went through, to convines pcople of tha. injusties
vf the Corn Laws?  Antd the aumbarof par people is so
large and theyare .so'impervious to ordinary - influensé,
an1 the sooial practices we have to cradicate are so maay
that mare persistent .etorts than those. of 1 Cobden nul
Bright must be made by resolute men.in all parts of the
country to bring even-a small minority of the pzople. t»
the coaviction that those practices are banefal, Since
like the Corn Lawsy, our agitation is not %o eulminale-in
legislation that will compzl action, ‘we: mast begin by
introdacing our doctrines into practice ourselves, . Oftens
times the reproach has beyn: cast at the Socigl-Gonterence
that there is any amount of -talking there.but , very little
action ¢ and o danger-which is likely to arise from inaetionr
18, that it wilk bécoms « simple matter of routine:witly us
to speak-of matters of soéial reform aud for others to hear
us and becoming eallous we ‘shall: dease: to *be really
enthusiastic nbous it ourselves. All this you will, I hope,
bear seridnaly dnvmind, - A4 I stated at Sholapur, we
should formassociations wherever ws ean ; there should
he lectares, disczussions, pamplilets and leiflets; .and we
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sheuld have a public opinion amongst ourselves which will
prevent: hacksliding. | ‘A large amount of moaey will als,
be wanted, But th® question is ** are there such- resoluta
men amongst us who will work in the manger in which
tlobden and. Bright worked to briagabsut a reform in
the Corn Taws; 2" . If we have, ‘or if we shall have if not
now, thien only; in my opinion. the fature ioferests of our
country are safe ;. aud if no such men arise our future must
indeed be gloomy,

As to the second object of the -Eocial reform movement
viz, keeping. the influeaces mow-at work. under the
guidance dnd control of reason, a spirit of fair criticism
prompted - $olely - by the. love of our eountry. must be
developed by us. Wheneyer any evil principle finds intro-
duction intc 'society pr:a good prineiple is carried to
«©xcess, criticism onght to be brought to bedr on it. For
instauce, it cinnot be denied that the sprend of the vice
of drunkenndis amongst the higher. eastesis due to the
circumstances in which. we find ourselves. The Social
Confereehca - and sociali reformers generally ought to
condemn the practice in no measured tormq, Aagain there
are persans amongst na who secretly violate the rules of
castes as regards sating and drinking but outwardly pose
as orthodoxipersons. It the number of such men, goes on
incieasing, demoralisation of Indian society must inevitab-
ly be the result. This also muit-be fearlessly eriticised,
if-we have any regard for our future good. In this manner
as wé go oh other evils hitlierlo unheard of may come
“jnto existence and. the only remedy -1 can think of is ihat
a regard for national interest must.grow up amougst us
and sve should endeavour . tg do all that is possible to pres
vent the growth of any evil--arising ifrom - these circam-
sbances.
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1s THIS PRESSIMISM ¢

. 1 am afrald in consequence.of the remarks I have now
niade some of you will again call me a pessimist or at
least say that a pessimistic tone pervades my observations,
I' un myself unableto see the justification of this tifle or
o this view, I have never said .that theve is nothing
gwuod in u3s Hindus, or that we are not capable of rising .;
nor have I said that we have done nothing in matters of
reform, Though at Sholapur I stated that in our history
we! Hindus as a whole have shown no concera for national

or corporate interests or were not actuated by 1he national
spmt. or sentiment and consequently allowed ourselves to
be conqueretl by foreigners, still I did rot.say that.the
gpivit of our wilitary classes was ever permanently
crusbed or that the learned, priestly, mercantile and ather
clasges lost theis peculiar excellences, After the .Sakas,
Yavang, Palhavas and Kushans bad governed a large
portion of the country for three or four centuries, a Hinda
dynasty of Guptas rose to power and established itself
over the whole of Northern India. The foreigners were
driven out by Chandragupta otherwise called Vikramadity
the mos} famous prince of the dynasty.. The..occasion
was seized by the Brahuans to regain the power over the
people which they had lost through the influence of carly
Buddhism and according to their lights, put the social
rystem inorder by remolelling their 1aws and institations,
'The Hubas or Huns who held power for eome time in the
country were put. down by a prince of the name of
Yasodhaman who ruled over North-Western Malva and
Rajputana. In modern times, Hinda . domination was
restored by ithe Sikhs in the north and the Marathas in
the south, -In.very esrly times, when.the Aryans.spread
over the different parts of Northern India they .appear



to have had and arisfocratic form; of Government in some
instanced at least. In the time of Budha: whild. Mngadlia
was . governed by.a prinee and,was an absalite monare v
the Vajjis or Vrijigythe Kshattriya inhabitints (f 1-:*.(1«

bouring province. furmed ajrepuplic. - ,Such other rermblz

are alzo spoken of. « And the, system «of. giving. to the
provinces in which eertain Kshattriya tribed thad. \cttlé}d
the nama of the tribe itselfimust have originated from th
fact of their being joint owaers of the provinces,:i e havum
a republican .form of gavernment. Thus .the conatr viin
which Panchalasg lived was ..called Panchalay: and -that, in
which.Kuravas lived Kurwag. In Western conntrics these
aristocratic -republics begame demgerncies-add existed | as
such for a long time and palitical idead and ' institutiogs
weie highlys developed.- In India they -soon heeame
absalate.shonarchies and -éver remained; as such and 'the
political :growth of | the couritryt was: atrcostéd. | To this
résult; ecclesiastical absolutism that was establislied nt the
samé tinze dlsocountributed pince it cheoked' freedony of
thought and action)Youwill thus see that Idonotand cannot
deny . ust th. capacity . for - assimimilating’ the: nitionnl
sentiment.add workiag for.the. promation of national ins
terests. « But. the.progress we have' made daring the fast
sixty years sirice’ wd hecame subject o the new influences,
and. in Bengal duting the last: 130 years ‘has mot hoer
considerable, as I have-shown! in the. Sholapur 'uldre«
One:i:icanuot help coming ito ithis: eoncluslom whdn onb
carefally -dbserves whatis going on about one, .IF.:for
declaring this openly: ore:is to becalled & pessimist,
verily truth itself is pédsimistic and I belidve it will'dd
us good i/ rough pessimistic trath -wera!dinned’ inte
pne’s earg .instead..of .smonthi ¢ optimistic falsehoodt,
The former. ywill rause us to action, the latter ivill dénd us
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to sleep again, . though there .is no question. the:tnew
causes ‘that come inta operation have awakened us. Con-
sider for n woment how .the Japanese have completely
{ransformed themselves within the short space of 35 years.
A; Japanese scholat whom.I™ met in ‘Poonz a few
davs aco.fold ;e that before the: transformation took
P! se. i.e. 35 years ago, there was po conpubium or
intermarringes ibetween {he military. and -mercantile
classes ; but-nost. this distinction bas been ebliterated.
The Japanede aré a unique. people, and.I do not think it
i3 pussible, for:us fo--mako -progress. at theit rate 3 but
still during the twice ndifive times as  manfyyeats that
we liave been under the same-influences as they—not the
game: 'L shquld ‘say, but . onder far stronger: and better
influences, since wp bave been positively receiving educdr
tion atthe -hands of a Kpropeatr.iafion, . své mightibe
expected to drop the conpulial: distinetion bLetwecn ot
least the minor sub-divisions of the same caste. Bnt we
have not done it. Now,.gentlemen,. believe me when I
say that Ido not feel offended in the -least when a
pessimistic tone is discovered in my remarks; but what I
want to drive at by referring to this matter is that our
people have somehow become fond of praise. They even
allow themselves to be misled by certain foreigners who
indulge them lavishly with it. For progress what iswanted
is discontent with the present condition and praise be-
stowed upon us and believed in by usis calenlated to
make us self-satisfied and unwilling to make ar -effort
torise, Itis to warn my hearers of this weakness that
I have alluded to the matter.

In conclusion, allow me to remind you that the great
discovery of the nineteenth century—the law of evolution—
is receiving confirmation from every side. The law
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implies’ that™ there has been ‘throughoutthe universe; a
progress in the material as well as the spiritual worjld,
fromthe simple tothecomplex, from the dead to theliving,
from good to better, from theirrational to the rational This
is the law of God, dnd if,’ instead of obstinately cling{ng
10 what is bad and frrational we inove forwards to what
is good and rational, we shall be obeying the law ot ;he
univerre and co-operafing with God, TIf bLowever, we
continue te go dowh from what is bad to what is worse,
from goad to bad: and from the rational to the irrativnal
ns we have been . doing- for so many centuries, we ghall
have to scek another universe to live in,

The Hlrst Resolution of loyal congratulation to H. M.
the King Emperor was then moved from'the Chair and
cartied with enthusiastie acclamations, every body stand-
ing up when the resolution was moved, :
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RESOLUTIONS

AS FINALLY PASSED AT THE 16TH
INDIAN NATIONAL SOCIAL
CONFEREXNCE.

. This Indian National Social Conference assembled
at Ahmedabad on its XVIth annual Bession hambly begs
to tender its most loyal and heartfelt congratulations on
hi» Coronation to His Majesty Edward VII as King of
the United Kingdom of Greav Britain and Ireland and
Emperor cf India.

II. This Conference deplores that, on account of the
largely increased rate of mortality in recent years from
plague, fémine and other causes, the number of young
widows has risen in several places, and would earnestly
invite all humane persons to do all they can to save these
poor, innocent, girls from the customary disfigurement,
and to place no obstacles, passive or active, to their mar-
rying again and settling in life, if they or their friends
choose that course,

III. This Conference rveiterates the desirability of
bringing about a closer communion between the sub-
division of castes by means of .inter-marriages and in-
terdining,

1V. This Conference rejoices that according to the

returns of the recent census, the age of marriage both for

boys and girls has shown a decided tendency to rise in

many parts-of the country, and would irpress on all

social reform bodies and edvocates to .make use of this
4



26

favourable opportunity to press forward this most impor-
tant item of the social reform programme, by enéeavour-
ing to rise the marriage age of girls to 16 and boys 20.

V. This Conference is emphatically of opinicn that the
prevalence of polygamy among certain communities of
Hindus is a blot on Indian civilization ard is repug-
nant to the sentiment of the iajorify of the Indian
people ; and desires fo express its stroug sympathy
with all mepsures adopted to do away with ths Teproach,

VI. This Conference wishes once again to .place on
record its cundempation of the practicg of extravagant
expenditure vn marriage, whether in the shape of a
payment for the bride or the bridegroom or in feasts and
entertajnments ; and hopes that the good sense of the
commuujty will co-operate with the efforts of Social
Reform ,Acsocmtlons to mitigate this crying evil,

VII This Conference notes with satisfaction the
mCICd%ID" number of Hindus who undertake sea voyages
for study business or other purposes and wishes to impress
on the peop]e the necessity of encouraging this wholesome
movement -in all possible ways and of dlscouravm(r all
atteropts to treat foreign travelled men as aliens apd fore-
igners,

" VI This Conference affirms the necessity of intro-
ducmcr moral and, as fat as possible, religious instruction
in ‘schools and colleges and suggests that the opinions off
the heads of schools and colleges* be obtained as regards
this question.. ,

IX. This Conference is deeply. 1mpressed with the
disastrous effects to society of the neglect and 1nd1fference
to the moral and material advancement of the low castes
and records its earnest conviction that the prosperity and
pwgress of the  country is deeply involved.in -effective
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méasures-being qdopted tuwards the n.meh.omtmn of their
condition,

X. This Confetence inotes with 'concern the:set.back
which the éducation of girls, as of others, has received on
account of the plague and famine in several parts of the
country, and, in view of the probable early return pf
normal conditions, urges on Governmenf andithe ‘pnblic
the importance of redoubling their eflorts-in this direction
by the adoption of more extensive measures 'in the shape
of public sehools, of home ¢lasses and organisation of
public lectures, and associations for the purpase of pro-
moting the cause of Indian womanhood.

XI. This Conference endorses the resolution passed
at previous Conferences in favour of increased effcrts for
the promotion of temperance and social purity.

XII, This Conference recommends the formation. of
Central Reform Associations for each Presidency or
Province in India in order to secure more systematic
work with a view to create a atrong public opinion in
favour of reform by means of lectures, pamphlets, and
leaflets, and so bring abcut practical reforms so far as
possible.

X1II. This Conference resolves that with a view
to carry out the objects mentioned in the above resola:
tion each Provincial Reform Association should endea-
vour to raise a fund which the Conference recommends
should be called the Ranade Memorial Fund in order to
perpetuate the memory of the late Mr. Justice Mohadev
Govind Ranade M. A,, C. I, E. for the very valuable and
untiring services rendered by him to the cause of Sodial
Reform in India.

XIV. This Conference begs to pub on record its
opinion that the castom of Zenana js of a} pernicious cha-
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racter in that it affects prejudicially the physical and men-
tal development of women and the Conference desires all
sympathisers of Social Reform to do their Lest to foster
and promote public opinion against the custom in those
parts of the country and in those classes in which it is
prevalent.

XV. This Conference deplores the custom which
obtains in certain parts of the country of the beating of
breasts by women in public streets on ‘occasions of death,
and desires that earnest efforts should be made to stop
this unseemly practice.

XVI. This Conference urges the necessity of readmit-
ting repentant converts to Hindu Society,

XVII. This Conference appoints the Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Chandavarkar as the General Secretary and
Mr. B. N. Bhajekar as the Assistant General Sccretary
for the Indian National Social Conference which isto
assemble next year.

XVIIL. Vote of thanks to the Chair,
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SPEECHES ON RESOLUTIONS.

At ————

RESOLUTION NO. IIL—~Widow Marriage.
SPEECH BY Prof. D. K. KARVE. (Poona.)

My, President, ladies and gentlemen, the resolution
entrusted to me runs thus :w—

This Conference deplores that, on aocount of the
largely increased rate of mortality in recent years from
plague, famine and other causes, the number of young
widows has risen in several places, and would * earnestly
invite all humane persons to do all they can to saye
these poor, innocent, girls from the customary disfigure-
ment, and to place no obstacles, passive or active, to their
marrying again and settling in life, if thoy or their
friends choose that course.

The question of widow marriage is one of the most
difficult onesbut also one that was taken up very early for
discussion and practical action, The child widow isan
object of pity and a feeling heart can not but be iroved
by its sight, It wasno wonder therefore that even before
the Western light dawned here a man like Sardar Par-
ashurampant Bhau Patvardhan should have been moved
to refer the question to the Shastris of Benares and that
they should have taken a favourable view of the matter.
It was very unfortunate that the question was not
pushed to practical action. In later times Pundit Ish-
warchandra Vidyasagar of Bungal carzied the question
to a practical solution. His line of work was taken up
in other Presidencies, The names of Vishnu Shastri
Pandit of Bombay, Rao Bahadur Viresh Lingam Pantalu
of Madras, Rao Bahadur Wamanrao Kolhatker of Nagplxx-
and Divan Santram of Lalore are well known to 9!'1.
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These workers have set’the wheel in motion in diffe:-
ent provinces and now the ques‘tion is slowly solving
itself.

Some people judge about the success of the cause of
widow marriage simply from the nwnber of widow
marriages that have come about. They do not compare
the numbers in different decades but they take the total
number of widow marriages into consideration and de-
clare that the movement has failed. No doubt the move-
ment has not progressed so rapidly as it ought to have
done, But to say that the movement has failed even if
we restrict ourselves to numbers is I think far from being
right,

Statement of widow marmages among the Gujrathis
and the Deccanis celebrated according to Pandit Ishwar-
chandra’s method are :—~Gujerathi and Deccani remar-
riages during 1869—70, six; during 1870—80, twenty-
seven; during 1880—90 thirty-three; during 1890—
1901, seventy-two: total 138.

The above table clearly shows that the rate of pro-
gress is increasing and one has noreason to be disappoint -
ed. But the proper method of Judmnq about the success
of the cause is to see what change is wrought in the
public opm on on that question. 1f we compare the
public opinion on the question 30 years ago with what ib is
now, there could be no two opinions fxbout the fact that
there has been a very great change. Very few indecd
among the educated people would now consider remarri--
age as a religious sin. They would not take any prach-
cal step in §11e matter simply because it involves social
inconvenience. If the social inconvenience counld be re-
moved people would not be deterred from taking a prach-
cal’ step merely from religioys considerations, This isa
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great advance and social difficulties are getting less and
less day by day. The success of the cause is insured
though it may be workad out slowly, for the cause is
supported Ly justice and humanity. Is it not unjust
and ivhuman to compel a young widow to life-long
widow-hood, for no fault of hers, while her widower bro-
ther is encouraged to marry again. Gentlemen, the
injustice and inhuinanity are plain but they have become
every day things with us and pot strike us. But I hope
you will fairly judge of the matter and put the resolu-
tion before you,

The proposition was seconded by Principal D. G, Pa.
dhyc and supported by Mrs. Kelkar and carried.

RESOLUTION NO. III.—Fusion of sub-castes.
SPEECH BY MRB. V. D, JAVERI, B. A,

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Resolution which I have been dirscted to pro-
pose in this meeting, turns upon the question of caste
and its subdmsxons and is aptly embodied in the follow-
ing words ;- ,

Thls Conference reiterates the desirability of bringing
about a closer communion between the sub-divisions of
castes by means of intermarriages and interdining,

The crying evil which it is the purpose of this resolu~
tion to abolish is so patent and so far reaching in its
effects that it does not require many words from me .to
commend the resolution {o your immediate approval
Believe me, ladies and gentlemen, and I am not exagger-.
ating the real.state of things when I say that the good
old institution of caste which is supposed to have heen of
great ut’lity to our remote ancestors, has been now de-
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cenerated and degraded into one of the most baneful,
most disastrous and most fertile source of evil that saps
at the very foundations of our society and eats into
and consumes the nerves and fibres of our social struc-
ture, which has consequently become incapable to bear
those increasing responsibilities which are imposed upon
it by our every day varying social demands. The caste
system as it stands at the present day is nothing less
than a scandal to the much-vaunted civilisation of the
present century.

It has been ropeatedly asserted with truth that the
people of India are the most sturdy advocates of the
customs that be. It isan unimpeachable truth that the
Indian people are strongly averse to innovations and
would rather suffer any amount of hardship and misery
than'change their oldcustoms and usages according to vary-
ing circumstances. But alas their inflexibility, their aver«
sion to innovations have not always been their guiding
principles. They obstruct, oppose and delay the intro-
duction of all good reform but the rigidity of their hearts
instantaneously disappears under the mistaking influen-
ces of men who split up their original castes into sub-
divisions and sub-castes. It is this tendency of castes to
break themselves into smaller castes and subdivisions
that the present resolution desires to cbeck and” put a
stop to. The main idea among others that has been hasten-
ing our decline during the past many years is isolation and
perception of fictitious distinctions between man and man
due to heredity and birth. At present it is every body’s
ambition to pride himself upon being a member of the
smallest conceivable community and the smaller the
number of the individuals with whom he can associate,
dine or marry, the greater-is his purity and higher. his
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perfection, This is the roof idea that rules:qur- present
institution of caste,

Ladies and Gentlemen, how is it pogsible for usto pro-
gress as a nation, how js it possible for us to acheive
succoss in the hard strnggle for existence that is.pow
going on between the different nations gnd races of the
world, in spite of these irritating and iusiduous distines
tions that are recognized and practically followed by us.
True, it is no doubt, looking from & narrow stand point
that one is a Christian, the other a Mahomedan, the
third a Jew, and so on. Truer still from a worldly point
of view that they are apparent distinctions, But, gen=
tlemen, let ns take a catholic view of the subject and what
do we see. All of us, whether Christians, Hindus, Parsis
and what not, are governed by the same natural laws and
judged according to the samn moral and ethical principles.
Diversities and distinctions are for us, but before God
the common Father of us all, there are no distinctions.
All are one. All are equal.. All are human beings,
the creatures of Gad. Let us then do away with these
fictitious distinctions that distort the face of the ea.rth
and mock - &t our refined,instincts. Let us discard, once
for-all, the differences that are 1llusory and unfounded
Let us recognize the essential equality.of man and. man
and man and woman and this. recognition of the prmc1ple
of the solidarity of the human race W111 go a long way
to restore us to_our former condition of bliss and bez&utl-
tude, Ladies and gentlemep, forgive me, ifI am undu-
ly tregpassing upon your valuable time, but let me assure
you once more, that our future welfare and prospemty
depend mainly upon the recognition of this pringiple of
humanity and universal brotherhood. Our revered sages,
like Nanak and others, have practically followed out

3
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this high ideal of onc humanity ‘and it is our duty to
tread in their fcotsteps if at all we desire to be happy
and prosperous, What does Nanak say—%*1 am nota
1lindu not a Mahomedan,” It was this high ideal of life,
it was the recognition of the principle of the solidarity
of the human race that made him immorfal in the
‘meinories of his countrymen and though physically dead,
morally heis alike with ue, upholds and sustains us in
our sufferings and trials, Let me assure you, ladies and
gentlemen, with all the ¢mphasis that a man is capsble
of that until and unless the disappointing distinction is
not razed {o the ground, we cannot form one united.
mtion, ‘and until then, we cannot ameliorate eitber our
txocm»l or our political condition, So long as these feelings
of antip 'ﬂhy and discord are not eradicated from amongst
s and are not replaced by those of sympathy and cone
cord, our social and political - regeneration is bound to
remain in a very precarious condition.

I fear, some of you,ladies and gentlemen will be inclined
to thirk that I am passing away from possibilities and enter
'ing into the regions of fictions and ideals, But then I must
pssure you that whether you will say yes or no, there
“is a tendeéncy in that direction in all parts of the civilized
;World and if the theory of eVOlutxon bas any worth in it,
_we are bound to progress and progress in the very direc-
tion I have above pomfed out to you,

" But ‘then once’ more to the resolution, The reso-
"lution, ‘Whlch it is my ‘humble duty to put before
'you, goes but a short'way in that direction. ‘But the
present condmon of our society doées not allow us to
expect woro from it, and humble though’ the resolation
‘be, it will: obviate, some of the ' many difficulties, - that
¢ome in “the wWay of our’ tecognition of the  principle 6f
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s.lidarity of the human race, The resolution itself is
very cantiously worded and the extent of its operation
is modest and I am sure would be perfectly welcome
even to the orthodox school of our society, It r'el-
terates the necesstty and the desxmbxhty, whxch it 1
mistake not is recognized in all quarters of bringing
about a closer communion between the different subdivi-
sions of our castes by inter-marriagesand inter-dining,
Gentlemen, will you not be surprized, will not all
sensible men and women be surprized to hear that inter-
marriages are not allowed even between the individuals
that interdive? What possible objection is there for
this interdict, I caunot, for the life of mine, understand.
Who are responsible for these sab-divisions? Iam
inclined to think and I am sure, I shall be borae out
in my opinion by all men of all castes, that the leaders
of castes fight among themselves for their own temporal
purposes and when their interests conflict and they can-
not agree with one another they split the caste into two;
they divide the caste, each one of them taking with him-
self his own parasites and hangers on and the result js there
are as many subdivisions as the number of the fighting
leaders, Thus the process of dissolution goes on till we
shall cowe to a point, nob very far off, when we can no
longer dissolve. Thus we are sacrificed by our so-called
elders and leaders to the temple of their ‘egoism and
self-aggrandizement! They the gamers, we the suﬁerers ]
I am not st all exaggerating and I challenge any boly tq
give tha lie to me by dnprovmg what I say and assers,
What I have pointed ont is the real " reason, ‘the only
cause, and it is our duty to eanter onr e'nphatxc'prote-t
against this tendency and protect our less educated bre-
thren from the onslaughts of our selfish caste lordora, °
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The advantages, that will accrue to us if the resolution
is practically carvied out, practically because it is no use
to record resolutions from year to year if we are not
prepared to put them .into practice, are too numerous and
too precious to require any detail mention. 1t would
increase the sphere of our choice of suitable bridegrooms
for suitable brides and vice versa. It would facilitate and
render it easier to create and nurture sentiments of sym-
pathy and commiseration amongst ourselves and last but
not the least it would go a long way in putting a stop to
the heinous. practice of sale of hrides.and bridegrooins by
givipg us a wide latitude in the =selection of pairs from
larger castes. It would also put a moderate check upon
those early marriages which mainly prevail amongst us
for the scarcity of suitable hrides and bridegrooms of neces-
sary age, The bigamy and unequal marriages preva-
lent ameng the Kulin Brahmins of Bengal trace their
origin to this insidious institution of caste.

I fear, ladies and gentlemen, I Lave detained you too
long but youn will kindly excuse me for the tresspass,

Let me, once more, before concluding, request you one
and all to put your shoulders to the wheel and practically
carry out to the utmost of your means and abilities the
resolution which I put forth before you for your un-
animous approval.

. .The proposition after being seconded by Mr. Keshavrao
(Hyderabad Deccan)and suppoited by Mr. Dalvi (Bombay)
was ‘carried, o .
RESOLUTION NO. IV.—Early marriage.
. SPEECIH BY DR. T. C. KIIANDALAWALLY,

Mr. - President, Ladies and Gentlemeu. ‘

The Resolution that I am asked to move ' for your
.acceplance runs as followd i— S o '
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““This Conference rejoices that according to the retarus
of the recent ceunsus, the age of marriage, both for. boys
and girls, has shown o decided tendency to rise in many
paits of the country, and would impress; on all social
reform bodies and advocates to make use of -this favour<
able opportunity to press forward this most important
item of the social reform programme, by endeavouring
to raise the marriage age of girls to 16 and boys 20.”

ThLe question-of the marriageable age is co-eval. with
the question of reform itself, and was seriously and
warmly taken up by that illustrious band of the pioncers
of reform, who, enlightened by the light that came from
the West, emancxpatéd themselves from the thraldoin of
custom and tradition, and made truly patriotic efforts
to enlighten and raise their less gifted and less fortunate
brethren. Ever since thea, the pros aud conms of this
question have been fully discussed and weighed, and the
national verdict is against infant and'very early marriages
both of boys and girls. 1n practice, too, we find that the
marriageable age has been, especially in higher castes,
slowly but cextamly, raised. In my own casté more
than 20 years ago it was rare to se¢ a girl remaining un-
married beyond “the age of eleven, or to see her parehts
remain unperturbed at the approach of this age, Now I
have noted instances of some girls bemw‘ not married
Lefore her thirteenth year. ' This, ladies amd gentlemen,
is the progress in theright direction. But as earnest
reformers, we can not rest content with this degree of the
progress, for even the age of sixteen is far balo“ the nor-
mal standard for elther seX. - ‘

In the determination of the marriageable age, it" is*wise
to look up to Nature for our gmaance, ‘and apply the
lessons it’ unfolds, * Let us ther inquirk ‘what Nattre



&

teaches us ‘and form our own ideal of the marriage.
able age.

The whole Nature bas been undergoing fiom time im.
memorial the processes of evolution, Humanity, as a
part of the whole cosmos, shares in thcse, These are the
processes, which produce a succession of changey in the
human organism in its varied parts and facalties, leading
toits gradual development to a higher and higher stage
of life towards the millenium of perfection, _

Two main factors principally contribute to this grand
process of evolution of man, viz. lst education in its
widest and fullest sense, including the culture of the body,
the mind, the moral and the spiritual faculties, and 2nd.
the law of heredity. What education builds up in an
individual, the law of heredity preserves in the race,
Were it not for this grand law, the acquisitions of indi-.
viduals would end with their deaths, the new comers
would have to begin their life of growth and development
from an inconceivable blank, the posterity would not
benefit by the inheritance of the past, there would be no
progress, no evolution, there would be a dreary monotony
of life from eternity to eternity, without a change, without
a modification, without any improvement.

This law of heredity which is fandamental to the Jaw of
progress, operates through marriage ; for marriage per-
petuates the spieces and the race in all communities with-
out any pretence to the least civilization,

When the sperm cell of a male meets the ovum
of a female, their fusion takes place, and the result-
ing product is endowed with the capacity of developing,
ander suitable conditions and envirnoments, into the like-
ness of the parents. Ordinary experience teaches us that
pchild is the exact likeness of the parents, It is their
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photograpl. Is this likeness confined to the features
and the stature, and the physical orgauisation ouly, or
does it extend to the intellect, the emnotions and the afs
fectione, the moral and the spiritual parts? Science teach.
e3 us that it does extend to them as well as Science teach-
es us that the whole father and the whole mother is really
produced in the child in a potential form, i e. with
capacity of development under proper and suitable condi-
tions, to the fullest measure of the parents’ development
of the body, mind and soul, at the moment of conception.

Under this law, the physical, the intellectual, the mor-
al, and the spiritual greatness of an individual is preserv-
ed by its transmission to his issues and descendants, and
under a system of proper selection of the marrying
couples, L. an intelligence, morality and spirituality ad-
vences from father to son, and from generalion to genera-
tion, until the’ highest possible ideal of humanity is
reached, Mark, Ladies and Gentlemen, the proper selec-
tion of the parents s at the root of the amelioration of a
race, the smpropor selection, of its decadence.

The expression * proper selection * comprises withiu
it a number of conditions, I will here only refer to the
condition of the age of the marrying couples.

It is clear from the law of heredity, as expounded a-
bove, that the age of either sex must be, 1stly such as
would allow, or render possible, the fullest develop-
ment of the whole human organism, of the whole hu.
man’ nature, and 2nd it must precede the advent of the
period of decline and deterioration. What is .this period?
The answer is, the period is that of adult life, beginning
with 25 or thercabout, and ending at 50 or thereabout
in the caseof both man and woman. No marriage is
pbyeiologically justifiable before .the commencement
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of adult life, and no marriage relation should continue
on the termination of adult life * for -the purposes of
the propagation of the race. Thus physiology teach-
e~ us that the vight marrigeable age for both boys
and girls, or rather, for men and women, is 23, Auny
age below this is a surrender to the prevalent cu-
stoms and traditions, and the environments of the
BoCiety, ’

Some believe that the age of puberty is the true
warriageable age for a girl. They say the first appeardnce
of menstruation is co-incident with the age of puberty,
and that it is the external indication of thd fitness of the
girl for conception, and, therefore, for marriage, and
that its postponement to a further age is in opposition to
the Iaw of Nature, and consequently detriwchital in its
consequences, 1 say to them that they have not read the
facts of Nature aright, Let them turn their attention to
what a gardener does for cultivating his'fruit tbees. After
the graft is planted, the Dlossoins come, and he delibera-
tely nips them in the bud for a succession of years with
the result that his tiee grows vigorously, and yields much
bigger ‘and much " more delicious fruits. In the same
manner, the fruits of "the first crops of human ova are
mere pigmies without a sufficiercy of the vigour of
vitality or energy in them. '

ProPerly speaking, the age of menstruation is the age of
pubescence, the age of the comniencement of the develop-

‘ment of the girl into a woman, Until girlhood blooms
and ripéns into perfect Womaunhood, no female has a right
'to b6 o mother, Premature maternity is (hsastrc‘.ms to the
mother and dxsastrous to the off-spring, ™ - :

To sum up, carly raarriages rebar& and even arrest the
development of "the parents. - They bring into-life’a
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progeny of pigmies and punies, They lead to racial
decadence and national calamity. Marriage during the
adult life is one factor and thut. a very important one, in
the production of a strong and vigorous progeny, in the
physical, moral, and spiritnal upheaval of the race.

With this Icommend the resolution to your very serious
thought and acceptance and pray to you to work at it in
the spirit of true and sincere reformers in your homes,
in your clubs and in your circles of society until it becomes
truly a national sentiment with power to work out the
regeneration,

SPEECH BY MRS.VIDYAGAURI RAMANBHAI MARIPA'-
RAM, B, A,
In seconding Resolution No. 1V, she said :—

Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen.

I beg to second this proposition. Marriage is one
of the most sacred institutions given to mankmd by
divine providence, The fact that all nations have treated
it as connected with religion both in its celebration and
its consequences bears ample testimony to this, It is
therefore meet and proper that the subject should be
approached with all the gravity and all the sanctity which
justly belong to it. The ancient civilisation of our coun-
ty, of which we are so justly proud, conceived the institu-
tion of marriage on a high and noble ideal. The Ghrihya
Sutras which prescribe the marriage ceremonial make
marriage a serious and dchberate event, Wa‘, FERIL»
“YWho giveth and to whom it is given” is the questicn
the bridegroom asks when the bride’s hand is put into his
hand to solemnise the gift, Ha finds the “answer and
exclaims FHISTA , TR , TG, TBX: wiwgdarn, siag—

6
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“ It i3 lave that giveth, it is to love that it is given, love
is the giver and loveis the receiver, O love? it is thine.”
Turning to the bride he says “ you and I are the two
syllables that make a word, ! you are the earth andI am
the sky.” Leading hLer soven'steps forward he bids her
become the participator of his drink, of his food, of his
wealth, of his health, of his cattle, of his seasons and
become his friend., Now, ladies and ' gentlemen, this was
meant to be a sacrament gone through by a couple who
knew. perfectly well what they were about, by a man and
a woman drawn together by the tenderest, the noblest
and the holiest of human feelings, by parties who fully
understood the nature of their new relations and the
duties which devolved upon them on such an epoch-
making event in their lives. And yet how much has our
country fallen from this lofty and noble ideal? The words
are spoken, the oaths are repeated, the promises are given,
but they are not uttered by the brxdev‘room and not un-
derstood Ly the bride. The priest addresses himself and
replies to hlmself himself in many cases not knowing
what sentences mean, The parties most interested in
this solemn occurrence know least about it. - They have
not reached an age at which they could realise the gra-
vity of the situation, They have no voice in what of all
other persons concerns them most. They cannot exer-
cise judgment in a mafter which requires the greatest
exeroise of judgment. They are wedded together le-
causetkose about them wish to have the pleasure of a
wedditig in the f'\mlly, a wedding of any kind and not
necessarily a wedding which has ‘probabilities of happl-
ness. Parents and guarchans are ¢certainly interested in
the marriage of their children and are justly entitled to
guide thew: *But they are to guide those who ¢an walk
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and not to drag those who cannot even stand up without
tottering. . Is it fair to children that their mental forma.
tion should not be allowed to reach its proper growth
and that they should be called upon to perform daties
after taking away from them the opportunities of acquirs
ing the culture, the education, the efliciency necessary for
the performance of those duties ? Speaking for my own
seX, I ask is ib not sad, is it not cruel, that innocent girl-
hood with all its mirth and all its hopefulness should so
suddenly be over-clouded by grave womanhood ? A re-
tired Anglo-Indian once observed that in India girlhood,
like twilight, is short. And the remark is too true. Who
that has gazed at dawn and watched the imperceptibly
rising sunlight advancing from colour to colour, aspect
to aspect, fusion to fusion, would not lament the sudden
abolition of this natural and sublime process, if sunlight
with all its midnoon dazzle and heat were suddealy
brought to infant morning ?

T will not detain you long. But before concluding I
feel bound to observe that in this direction improvement
has been extensively adopted and all that is necessary
i3 to emphasise it and carry it forward. I hope you will
adopt the resolation.

The resolation was supported by Mr. G, Subramani
Iyer and carried. - -

RESOLUTION NO. V.—Polygamy.—
SPEECH BY MR. MARKANDRATMEHTA (Bombay)

Mr. Markanirai spoke:

The evils of polygamy are too well known (o need
much speaking, Even our puranas bear witness to
the utter misery of sach o system, The jealousies
of co-wives, the ruin of family-peace have been themes
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of much merriment to outsiders. It is a departure
from the monogamous life, recommended by the Sha-
stras. So far as my caste of Nagars goes polygamy
is -strictly disallowed. Even in castes that do
allow this system, reasonable people have recourse
to it, only if there is no; heir to the family
and no body to perform the Shraddhas. But
even in these cases, I recommend to these old
gentlemen, who want to have heirs, not to marry
young wives and ruin them every way.  Adop-
tion will very well serve the purpose, without sacrificing
any girh  As for those that choose to have another
wife, out of lust, freak or prospect of pecuniary gain,
our society cannot too much condemn these miscreants,
Castes ought to pass resolutions forbidding polygamy,
except in cases where wife has  deserted the
husband, or has bLecome Patit or willingly consents,
before the caste, to allow such second marriage. The
barbarous stage of kulinism is fotunately not reached
in our préesidency, We do*nt gamble in human lives
as some in of Bengal do. 'No false notions of caste-great-
ness have made us "so montrous butchers yet. Away
with all foolish customs and enjoy unalloyed bliss in
monogamous homes.

SPEECH BY Mrs. MANIGOWRI.

Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg: to support this resolution, The marriage tie is
strengthened by pure mutual love. There cannot be
happiness in the family unless there is  mutual
love between husband and wife, - Those who do
not allow child widow’s: remarriage on' the ground
that ber love to her hushand should continue even
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after his death, do not care w love their wives in
their own life tim2. How wumjust, unreassnable and
cruel is this? The custom of marrying another wife
in the life-time of one wife becomes a source of great
unhappiness and constant quarrels in the family. This
custom must therefore be abolished. The proposition was
moved by Mr. Dolatjada (Surat), being duly seconded
and supported, it was passed unanimously,

RESOLUTION VL—Extravagant marriage expenso3.

This Resolution was proposed by Mr. Dasai (Dulasar)
scconded by Mr. Sant (Poona), supported by Shrini-
vasrao (Madras) ani carried,

RESOLUTION NO, VII.—Encouragement to sea--

yoyage.

SPEECH BY MR, KRISHNARAO DIVATIA,

In proposing the resolution he said :—

I have been asked to propose this resolation, but I
don’t think it needs any support after it has been so
ably dealt with by 8wami Nitya Nanda. However, I
believe I am chosen to support this resolution, because
I am considered to be a living monument of caste per-
secuticn, This is one of those subjects which have'a
direct rclation with caste and caste tribunals; hence
this resolution has a special and peculiak importance
in this province ; because Gujerat has a greater number
of divisions and sub-divisions of caste than' any other
province, and the rigour of casteis also more severe in
this part of the country than elsewhere; therefore it
is that I say that this subject has a special and pecnliar
importance in this province, Very often opposition to
this subject arises from ignorance, superstition, and
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ﬁelﬁshness I must, however, in fairness and justice to
the opposition, say that it is not so strong as it was
forty years ago, Then, it was difficult for a person, who
returned from England, to find a house or a servant, But
now it is not so ; like all other itenss on the programme of
social reform this subject has also under-gone much
ckange in the direction of progress; and now an Eng-
land-returned person does pot experience many difficul-
ties or inconveniences as far as matters of ordinary
lita are concerned, However, there is still room’ for
imprevement and progress in  is matter, and hence,
with thesq remarks, I commend this resolution for your
approval,

The Resolution was seconded by Swami Nityanand,
supported by Mr, ajr and pasged

RESOLUTION No. VIII.{-—Moml and religious
educstion,
SPEECH BY Mr. K. B, MARATHE (POONA).
Mr, President, Laches and Gentlemen,

The resolution entrusted to me for introduction to
your attention requires no lengthy remarks as to its utility.
“The mnecessity of introducing moral and religious ins-
truction into schools and colleges,” is obvious, FEdu-
cation as defined by Herbert Spencer includes the develop-
ment of our moral and religious activitics side by side
with the development of physical and social activities.
Humanity cannot be regarded perfect unless and until
the moral principle and the sense of refined faith are
fully trained. The present condition of schools and
colleges cannot be congratulated so long aj they cannot
turn out speclmens of buman nature perfect in all depart-
ments of its activities. The British Government whose
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function was narrowed by British philosophers of thie
18th and 19th centuries to the protection of life and
properly only of their subjects are not as patriarchal as
we would wish them to be and hence they have been
slow in bringing forth the naturally moral aud religious
instinets of their Indian subjects. (The speaker here
wanted to criticize the government policy of religious
neotrality bat a hint from the Chair confined him to
general remarks only. The speaker continued.) Efforts
have been recently made to introduce moral lessons into
books of the educational series, but until moral and
religious yuftruction +were combined no substantial
progres#tould be made by the Indian youth in developing
their morals,

Every schoolboy must be tanght along with tle
rudiments of general knowledge, not only that his life
and conversation must be chaste, truthful and honest,
bat also that the source of many-sided energy, is one
omnipotent, and all loving God. The instinctive admir-
ation of the wide expanse of the Universe must be
developed inlo a fervent belief in the existence of an
all wise Creator and it must be instilled into every infant
mind that a correct manifestation of human energy must
in order to be permanent be backed up by a firm faith
in the direction of an all wise providence.

For these and many other kindred reasons I am
encouraged to recommend the resolution for your adop-
tion.

SPEECH BY MR. NARSINGRAO D1VATIA,
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen.
When I arrived this morning I was taken by surprise
Ly the Secretary, He informed me, that -one of our
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soldiers who was entrusted with, this resolntion had at
the last moment slid back, and accordingly T was asked
to step in the breach. Thus here I am before you to
second this Resolution. At the first blush it would appear.
doubtful what possible connection there was hetween the
subject of this resolution and .the objects of this Social
Conferenge. One may naturally ask—why at all this
resolution should form part of the programme of this
Conference, But a little closer examination of the object
of education and its relation to social questions will re-
move all doubt.

Education, in its proper definition, includes tbe deve-
lopment of man in all his powers, the intellect, the heart
and the spirit. In the system ofuniverse nothing is detach-
ed from other things ;all forces are correlated and inter-
related, This is true in every bphere, physical, moral,
spiritual, intellectual,, You cannot ignore this principle
of corrclation inthe human mind in its seyeral aspects,
and divorce one aspect from the other, without risking dis-
astrous consequences, These consequences would be—(1)
actual moral decrepitude in the ranks of our educated
men (which we have been witnessing too sadly and too
often), and (2) our impotence for action, For the springs -
of action lie deep rooted in the mind and the, heart, and
the spirit. The divorce of will and deed arises from the
one-sidedness of vur present education as n system, .

1 am aware of the difficulties that lie in the ways
of & thorough carrying out of this principle of moral and.
religious education. They.are due to two factors—(1)
the divergity of sects and creeds in India, snd (2):the
fact of ourrulers who control the educational, system
mainly being compelled, by their religion heing foreign,
to a policy of religious ngutrality. . But you yill remems
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ber that so far as moral education is concerned the reli<
gious difficulty does not play any-prominent part, and as
regards religious education you will see we have been
careful enough to ‘word the resolution cautiously. Note
the expression, * as far as possible.”

Nor would it be quite so difficult to adopt the general
principles of natural religion for the purposes of religious
instraction in schools and colleges? However I must say
that 1 have such strong faith in the ‘essential connection
of morality and religion, thit I should, if the matter were
left to me, word the resolution so as to leave morality
alone, if only religious instructions were adopted. Mora-
lity is bound to follow religion. With these few remarks
I commend this Resolution to you for acceptance,

Mr, Kasle supported the Resolution and it was passed.

RESOLUTION NO. IX—Eleonation of low castes. "
SPEECH BY MR. V. M. MAHAJANIL M.A. RETIRED
ED. INSPECTOR. (Berars)

Mr. President, Ladies and gentlemen,

I have been asked by our worthy President to com-
mend to you the rdsolution régarding low castes, which’
I do so gladly. (Reads the resolution). Thd so called
low castes, 1 need hardly tell you, include Mahar,” Mang,
Kolliati, Chamar, Dhor, Bhangi, Chandal, aund are known
as Parias on the Madras side.

They form the outer-most limb of Hindu Society.
Thes generally live in the outskirts of a villace ; and
being out of our sight, they are generally out of our
mind, Hithertd they have been treated with supreme
indifference and neglect.:

Tleir touch, even theit shadow, is considered polluting.
They aro still asked in' some parts to annodnce!.their
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presence, lest their-shadow pollute high-born clagsmen.
In ohe native state, while walking on public roads, they
are required tocarry 4 pot tied round their waist wherein
ta spit, lest they pollute roads, as if spitting by others
does not pollute them. By the bye I may tell you,
ladies and gentlemen, that spitting on’ roads is by law
an offence in some States of America.

Degraded as their position is, these out-castes form a
useful membier' of the Hindu Society, The village
sanitation; and/ conservancy, the village 'watch guard,
tracking of offefiders, the * bigdri” labour, the village
post and rgvenué work, would be no where, if there were
no Mahars, Ifthére were no Bbangis, I do not know
how our towns could be kept clean in the prescnt state of
sotiety. Most of the European’s 'servants are.recriited
from the ranks of out-castes, and their fidelity was well
tested in time of the mutiny, The Mangs furnish in
Berar midwives to all classes but the Brahmins:

These people are generally intelligent but poor and
intemperate, If they aré detected lying, that is their,
weapon of defence to avoid unjust and bad treatment
Poor as they are theyare the first to feel the effects of
famine. Their number swells famine relief camps.
Their orphans swell the rahks of converts to other
religions. SN ’ ’

It must be confessed that the higher. classes have as
vet done little %o rnise the out-castes. A ray of light
is thrown by the work of Maharashira saints in the
thirteenth and fonrteenth centuries. The ° vivifying
influence of theése saints somehow reached the low cas-
tes and we hive as instance of @7 w&i¥ and FreliaEr M
whose devotion was so decp dnd touching. that even
God Vithola, with the whole host of Gods, says the
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poet Eknathe, condescended to break the . Ekadashi
fast at the Mahar’s house and to have the heayenly
nectar which had somebow got diseased, restored
to its pristine sweetness, A feat that could nat
ho performed by Gods in Heavens was thus reserved
for the degraded Mahar. Of course , we may
reject this story as the creation of imagination, but we
can accept the moral. It is this, that in the eyes of
God no man is low, no man is insignificant: and we
of the so-called higher classes arrogate to ourselves a
position higher than God’s, when we gondemn these
low castes to a life of degradation and neglect.

But we wanted a stronger, stimulus and that has come
in modern times. The pioneers in this cause of huma-
nity have been the Christian, missionaries. We may
not see eye to eye with them this question, but justice
requires that they should be credited with work that is
intrinsically good whatever motives they may have.
They have taken up the case of low castes and this
cansed an awakening among us, They have saved many
an orphan in famine, and well equipped them for the
struggle of life.

Curiously enough while our high classes do not like to
associate mth Mahars, so long as they remain M'Lhars,
they have no objection to associate with them as soon
as they are converted by missionaries of Islam ar Christ.
Do we not thus, by our conduet, encourage Mah'u's and
others to join the ranks of converts? )

It is this conduct :on our part Whlph tends to induce
the degraded castes, to accept Mahomedanism ™ or
Chmtm.mty Our brother delegates from Bengal will
tell us that in the ea.stern districts of that province the
Mahomedans form as much as one half or two thirds
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of the whole population, Anthropormetric researches
conducted under the direction of Mr. Risley have shown
that a large portion nearely half of these Mahomedans
bear 'a strong affinity to the Chandal classes in Bengal
from whom they were evidently converted. The recent
census has shown that the number of native Christians
in all parts of the country show an abnormal rise, while
most of the other sections of the people show a large
decrease on account of famine mortality, The Lord
Bishop of Madras at a recent missionary conference
admits that some considerable increase is due to conver-
sion during the hard times of famine, but maintains
that Native Charistians, better educated as they are,
live better, are fied better, live in cleaner surroundings
and therefore live longer and multiply faster than their
brethren, who live in their old surroundings and
have no self-respect and no motive to rise.

Mahomedans also are liberal in this respect. Many a
low cast girl has been admitted into Islamism for her
charms and has thus been raised to a higher status.
‘Here is an object lesson set for us. If we donot wish
that this outer most limb of the limbs of Hinda Society
should be lopt off, if we wish that they should still
form a portion of our community, we should show our
active sympathy for them. If we prich our extremest
part, the brain smarts ; if the out caste Mahar suffers
wrong, why should not the Brahman feel for him?
If we read the Bhagavadgita, we as Pandits ought
to feel equally for 4 brother and not only feel, but
take steps to raise the condition of the latter. Other-
wise our reading it is useless. Ladies and Gentle-
men, the Mahar equally with us is a human being,
bas latent capacity which only waits for opportunity
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{o develop itself. That opportunity we ought to
furnish. I know from instances that I have seen that
many of them are capable of improvement, if they are
only given an opportunity, To do this, it is necessary
we should sincerely sympathize with them-—nay love
them. It is love at the bottom of this reform—nay it
underlies most of the reforms that we advocate e.g. the
abolition of the child marriage, the amelioration of the
condition of the widow. ' No Shastra is against us here.
Nay, the positive injunction of all Shastras is to love all
creatures. The more ought we therefore to love our
brother men—degraded though they maybe It should be
our effort to raise him and to educate him. All reform
in the end is wronght by self : and unless we succeed in
cultivating or in implanting a sense of self-respect in the
degraded section of the community, our efforts are sure
to fail. Rut we must be sincere ia our efforts, persistent
in our eflorts ; we ought to organize them, talk less and
do more.

But you will ask, what should we do ? Well our Muni-
cipal and Board Schools are open to pupils of all classes,
Here and there an opposition is raised to the admission of
low caste pupils, but it can be over-come by firmness on
the part of the master,’as well as the conductors of
schools. Some of you, gentlemen, are Municipal Members
and District Board members and to you I appeal to help
in this direction, In Berar all low caste pupils are ad-
mitted free in primany.schools, I do not know if this
exewption obtains here: put if the Department is
moved, the concession can easily be gained. If not,a
fund shall have to be started in large towns for helping
the really poor. The starting of trade schools is the
next step, but this must hang fire till schools for'other
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classes arc opened. In the meantime, the railway, the
establishment of cotton presses and factorics have done
a good deal to give employment to these people and to
raise their condition. These opportunities ought to be
extended,

But even if we fail to organise these efforts, we ought
to make individuoal efforts to treat all men of low castes
with consideration, to treat them kindly and help them
as best as we may. This is the least that we can do.

And with these words I commend to you the resolution
which I trust you will carry unanimously.

SPEEJH BY Mr. MANISHANKAR BHATT B. A, (Bhavaagar.)
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen.

In supporting the proposition which you have ]Ust
heard, 1 think I ought to remind you of a great and
venerated name in our modern history. You are all
aware that more than two thousand and five. hundred
years ago, a light arose in the northern mountains  of
our dear father-land a light that gradually rose high
in the a,tmosbphere till it illumined nearly the whole
of Asia and refer to the great Siddhartha Buddha.
He was the first modern Anya “who was decply im-
pressed with the disastrous effects to Society of the

neglect and indifference to the moral and material
advancement of the (so- called) low castes.” Hewas the
first man in our times who gaid and proclmmed the
spiritual , and moral equality of all men and women.
His words electrified his hearers as the great watch
words of the French Revol,utlon—,“hberty,; equality and
fraternity”’—electrified Europe in recent times. You are
aware gentlemen, that wo are all one commumty, if our
brethren are low, we are alsa low with them, “e
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cannot rise wntil we learn to respect the fatherhood
of god and the brotherhood of man. It is a law
of the Divine Providence, that an individual man
can secure good for himself only in proportion to
the degree and quality of his love of the
general good. One great Gujerati Kavi Dulapatram
has taught us that elementary truth in our Reading
Dooks. We are all the children of one Father and are
cqual. It is a sad criticism on our present life that the
Social Conference finds it necessary to emphasize such
an elementary and obvious truth. It lies in you, gentle-
men. to make it unnecessary in the future by doing all
in your power to ameliorate the condition of our poorer
fellow-country men. ‘

The resolution being supported by Mr. C. Patil (Surat)
was passed, '

RESOLUTION NO. X.—~Female Education.
SPEECH BY R. B, HARGOWANDAS KAANTAWALA.
Of the subjects, which are beforeus for consideration
and adoption, the subject of Female Education is, I
believe, the most important ; because no reform is possible
without the help and co-operation of women. Ignorance
in women and in men is the stronghold of superstition and
orthudoxy. Without education, women will'be wanting
in intelligence and broad mindedness. Without it they
will not he able to understand and perform their duties
well.  Without it, our home will be no home in the sense
in which it is understood in'civilized countrics, Ladies
and geuntlemen, it is for such reasons as these that I
strongly advocate the cause of Female Education.
In India female education ‘is of a very slow growth.
The progress of half a century shows that only two
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per cent of the girls of school going.age attend school;
and that the percentage of girls attending school over
female population is only *3.

It we look to the quality of education, it appears that
out of 100 girls in our presidency 50 could not read
printed books, meaning that they were learning ouly
alphabets and multiplication tables, 36 were reading the
3rd and 4th book of the Reading series, and only 14th
were in the upper Primary standards reading the 5th
and 6th books in 1899-1900. I leave out the number
of the girls receiving higher education as it is too insig-
nificant to be taken into account.

It will thus be seen that the progress of female educa-
tion, viewed in either way,is far from satisfactory. At
the rate, at which female education progresses, it will
take, I am afraid, centurics before all women or almost
all of them are classed as *literate” in the Census Report
of India, What a gloomy future for the unfortunate
daughters of a race which was once remowned for. its
learning! Against the kind of education now imparted
to girls there is a general complaint made both by educa-
"ted and uneducated classes.

Under such circumstances there arise two questwns,
one of which is what should be the means that can be
taken for the speedy expansion of female Education
and the other is what should be the alterations that can
be made in the present curricalum so. as to satisfy
most people 2

For want of time I shall simply cnumerate my sugges-
tions in connection with the 1st question. I heg to
suggest.

(1) That the Educational officers should be more
sympathetic and in greater touch with the people. Their
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sympathy, persuasion and advice ‘will go a great way
towards increasing the popularity and prosperity of girls’
schouls,

(2) That girls’ schools should be multiplied, so as
to place the means of education within the easy reach
of people.

(3) That greater facilities to admit girls into boys’
schools should be given.

(4) That classes for girls be attached to boys’ schools,
where separate girls® schools are not possible and where
girls are not allowed to be mixed with boys.

(5) That zenana classes be opened for women who
may be cuabled to utilize their' leisure hours in learning
some thing.

(6) That Urdu schools for Mahomedan girls and
special schools for Hindu purdanashin girls - as well
as for antyaj girls be established.

(7) That small scholar-hips be offered to‘gitls who
remain in school after the age of 12 years.

(8) That institutions for higher education both through
the local Vernaculars and English should be¢ established
in Zilla town and other places,

(9) That a larger supply of female teachers be pro-:
vided to girls’ schools,

(10) That female travelling lecturers be appointed
to give lectures to women on useful subjects, wherever
they go.

11 That cheap and useful literature be created. for
the fair sex..

(12) That circulating libraries be started in large
towns for women.

(13) That associations, samajas and clubs for ladies
should be founded wherever practicable,

8
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Some of these suggestions are iatended for the Educa-
tional Department, and the rest can be carried out by
public bodies and private individuals of means, who may
also help Government to some extent in promoting female
cducation. ‘

These suggestions will no doubt do some good if carried
out butif you wish that the expansion of education should
be speedy, the only way for it is the introduction of com-
pulsory education. There arc educationists and educated
people: both European and Native, who are of opinion
that compulsory education in India is impossible for a
long time to come, but from my experience of Baroda
Lamin a position to say- that it is quite: possible and
practicable, if means are provided and facilitics are given.
The experiment tried in the most backword members of
H. H. the Gaikawad’s dominions has succeeded beyond
expectation. You will be surprised to lcarn that not a
single child of infancy age remains unregistered there.

With respect to 'thé 2nd question Iwill say a few
words at the out-set. The present curriculum for girls

_is nearly an imitation of the curriculum that was in
vogue in England years ago. The notion that the educa-
tion of the boys and girls should be similar in all respects
was the notion entertained in England a generation
back, From the early eighties a great change has taken
place in.that country. Educationists. there have admitted
the necessity of bifurcation after the elementary .know-
ledge of the three Rs. is given. to girls and of introducing
in primary schools subjects of special use to women,
The rimost important adoption made to'the syllabus is
Domestic economy, whichis a new science embracing
large number . of. subjects. Housewifery, cookery,
nursing &c. are the practical subjects taught to girls.
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\inual and teshnical training forms a patt of their vduca-
tion, cnabling them to learn dnwmrr brush work, matting
basket making &.c Ladies and gentlemen, youwxll be able
to form an 1dea of the practical nature of training from
the fact that in 1898 practical cookery was taught to girls
in more than three thousand girls’ schools in En"land
Not only the preparation of choice dishes but washing
of utensils, cleaning kuives scrabbing tables polishing
tins, &ec.,arc done by girls with their now hands,

If the subjets just mentioned are considered necessary
in a rich and advancal country like Eongland how much
more they are essential to the poor and backward people
of India ?

I beg therefore to suggest that the additional subjects
now taun'ht in Enfrland should be itatroduced in our girls’
schools with such modification 8 as the need of people
maiy require,

SPEECH OF BAI GULABBAI HARIDAS
(Translated from Gujerathi)
Mr. President, Ladics and Gentlemen.

To drive on the chariot of this world, the most merciful
God bas ereated two wheels in the form of man and
wowan, Itis necessary that these wheels should be strong.
It it quite clear that we cannot go on smoothly in this
world without the uniform and equal strength of these
wheels. Just as a kingdom devoid of 2 good King and an
intelligent Minister fails, so for the administration of the
~mall kingdom of our family its King and Minister should
remain carcful in their respective duties. That house can
be called a cemetery only if its minister isnot proficient
in his business. . To give the word home its true sense
women should be always on their guard, for-the prosperity
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of our country deponds upon the improvement of ihe
small kingdom of our family. Consequently it follows that
the various families s hould be governed most aptly. The
small wheels of the house depend on the Governor and
conseduently this shonld be the person who should receive
education.

This has been universally acknowledged, and at present
we sec many institutions for female education. But in the
view of Mr. Hargvovind -the present system of educa-
tion has not done any special good, In the defeuce of- his
view he has stated many reasons. The foremost and most
important of which is the * early marriage” which has
rendered us weak in strength and in knowledve, which is
the chief cause of our misery and i is, as it v were, our pros-
pering foe .

In schools the girls learn to read and write yhen quite
young and deficent in the power of understanding. But
at the proper time when they attain the real age of receiv-
ing education, they are unnecessarily and forcibly thrown
in the occan of this world and that too hefore they have
veached the age of twelve, Thus forced in the current of
the world and with no education required to help them to
swim,, they are unable to make use of their learning in the
performance of their worldly affairs, For the education
received in schools is but ephemeral, Thus there remains
no distinction between the ed ucated and the uneducated.

The chief cause of this is attributed to the custom
of carly marciage which is prevalent amongst us; its
poison is so deadly that .the: men: become living dead,
The arsenic poisons kill men within, few hours while
by the poison of early marriage parents torture their
children. There is a proverb in thé Epglish language
that the jguorant mpthers kill .their ichildren merpifully.
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This is truc to a letter. This is an impregnable strong
fort which obstructs the way of Female Education.

Indeed we are pleased to see that this custom has
become extinct in some of the castes. The more this
will give way, the more attention will be given to educa-
tion and the cfforts to this efiect will certainly be consi-
dered praiseworthy.

These things must be followed by the education of the
girls in mathematics required in home nffairs and in mo-
rality. Besides they must be educated in religion, athle-
tics and in coockery aided by the knowledge of science.

Thus there is a chance for the increase of prosperity.

And when such societies of women are established
every where with an aim tc increase that knowledge,
there will be a rapid increase in female education and the
car of our social civilisation will roll on rapidly. May

5od help my native sisters and brothers in this .move-
ment,

RESOLUTION X:—Female Education.
SPEECH BY MRS. KASHIBAI HERLEKAR{(Baroda))
Ladies and Gentlemen. I bave often wondered that

people do not wonder at the fact of the resolution on
Female Education being repe ated year after year on this
platform and others. 1fas not t his subject been stamped
with the consent of the most civilized people ? Does not
history furnish examples on the supreme importance of
this subject, and does it not facilitate) its solution? But
humanity is so weak that even the plainest fact may be
darkened by a mass of hereditary intrinsic or extrinsic
conditions: I do not stand up to' echo truisms or clever
witticisms, I come here as a woman aend- an Indian
motheg to record my humble word on the sabject and make
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appeals on behalf of my whole class, my country and the
cause of divine trath. T said that the repetition of resolu-
tion like this in Todia has roused no wonder and is to-day
soberly emphasized as if to dispute the utility of female edn-
cation i$ nothing but common sensc. Tremember solemn
words of wisdom once uttered by our venerable President
whom we are used to call our father and guru on thix
subject. And those words are such as to deserve preser-
vation in the mind of every woman in  India, Those
words conveyed a warning to our men—they are conse-
cratéd by laws of honour aud chivalry, they are of glowing
tribute to wvomanhood and they amount to this. The
redemption of our country must come from woman.
Ancient India was full of heroines and they were nob
the children of uncultured hearts or unreasoning heads.
Man’s ideals must win or fail or last in proportion
as they are fed with woman’s quiet support. All reform
in short must rest mainly for—excellence or permanence
on woman : and all this is to be by .education, And
what does it mean you will ask. It is not for me to give
you a cut and dry scheme on it. There are better heads,
manly and womanly for it. My humble-task is merely to
record a certain fact and that fuct ought not to be missed
by adherents of female education in 1lndia. Don’t thiak
I am giving you only a paradox. I.request you to pass a
resolution or-subjoin it to this one to the effect— Educate
your men and educate your women, What I mean will
be appreciated by most educated women of present hybrid
half awakened India. You know that this cause is
covered with thorns. People look upon it with suspicion.
There are deep prejudices poisoning its just comprchen-
sion. There is a wide feeling that woman iy on a
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campaign of independence, that her education is a'declara-
tion of war ! My countrymen you know better whether
such a feeling does not exist among most of you ! While,
few of you are fighting nobly for us and our countrys
there are people who help to make us victims and not
heroines, to pull us down while you wish to save us and
the country. You say woman is half the world going to
waste, and set about rescuipg it, or rather because some
of us submit ; and what do we gain ! Calumny and even
ruin. ILadies and Gentlemen, I am not leading you on to
pull down this noble resolution. I show you the .thorns,
the worms in the rose you offer us. I show it to you
because there is a remedy in your hands by which you
can pull out the tharns and : that is—educate your men,
A lady well elucated is educated and meant to exercise
her disciplined intellect ¢ is it not sa ? If she is thrown
among environments where it is danger to her to exercise
her freed intellect, she is made to belie the purpose of.
her education, and logi cal humanity jumps to the conclu-
sion that female edu cation is danger or failure. Itis so.
Consider the present situation' fully comprehensively
and prepare to educate your women safely. The primary
purposes of society should not be frustrated by any re-
form. Happiness is one thing, to secure it is another,
Again let me answer those wha fear that we are. started
for war, with the humble response that woman' is formed
hy nature that howsoever her powers be developed she
must cling to man and she will. - To educaie her is to
double and multiply the 'whole interests of humanity.
As loug as woman is _fixed- by nature as, the rjver of
human milk, she cannot escape subjection, But make
this subjection natural, strong in its weakness, useful inits
humility. Thers was a she-wolf to suck the twin fathers.
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of an empu"e : (Rétulus and’ Bémus) ~ and hlstory does
not know what becamd of mars, So it always is. Lastly
iy country women, the few amongst you who have been
cducated, that is, the few who have ta.ken up the cross, be
resovled 'to' be martyrs. You are Indian daughters. Re-
member ‘the: encouraging worlds of the Great God Shri
Krishna to Arjona :—

21 1 Ay & | Ren a1 Anad adm

Don’t think you are victims, You are martyrs. If
men fail to appreciate the truth that women’s education
is stone, added to the national fabric, you should nof lose
the pride, the love of your country. - India is as muoch
women’s as shé i3 men!s. DBe martyrs. Prepareto face
and fight for what is not merely’ your canse' as human
beings but what is the. caase of this glorious land, what
is that of truth, of the great God who made man, women
and country out of’'the same dust.
- The resolution was put to thé vote and passed.
B e 4!

RESOLUTION XI.—Termperance and social purity.

- SPEECH OF MR. R.'V.MAHAJANIB. A. LL. B.

( Akola,?)

Mr. President, ladies and gertlemen.

I am extremely sorry to see that the question involved
in this resolution, is'required to be taken' up’ from year
to'year by out: Conference, Butthe truth thoughofa
dis-agreeablo 1t ature! must be frankly admitted and we

nipst’ : take due steps to correct the evil prontptly.

- IThe question involved in' this proposition relates 'to
morality whick is at the root of all refomjs—-soclal poli-
tidal as 'well as industrial‘; betause we can’ effect no pro-
grése in-ang direction, unless we have ' got a moral back-
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bone to support the several movements. Besides there
is one fact which is pecu liar to this reform alone, viz. that
a moral character is a treasure which can be acquired by
individual effort alone without beiug required to depend
upon the help of others.

There are many items which can be and are as a3 mat-
ter of fact incluled in the term “social purity,” But
gpeaking generally the welknown triad of purity of thou-
ght, purity of spesch and purity of action is to be atten-
ded to, ,

Ladies an1 zentlemen, this responsibility-in this respect
lics upon the ‘educated leaders of our community and
especially upon those of us who profess to work for the
social amelioration of our country. Because it is well
said in the waadiy or divine hyma,

TIEUS ATEARAGA:
HRTA FE SR 1)

which means to say that that the masses generally-follow
their leaders, It is therefore the more necessary that
we should be partizularly cautious in this respect. The
first false step in morality is attended with a precipitous
fall in the near future. It is therefore that we ought to
be careful in not taking the first false step. What is. the
effect of the educ:mon that we have received in. our
colleges and schools, if it cannot prevent us: from becom-
ing immoral.. The effect of education as popularly
believed, is the chastening influence it produces on the
mind. Every body therefore should make a resolve to
himself, for gnidance throughout his career, that he would
do nothing which would bring- the least discredit' upon
the family in which he is born, or upon the school. or
college within the sacred four walls of which he has .pre-
9
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pared himself for his' future life. Il this 'spirit runs
through every one of us and is tried to be infused within
the tender and pliable hearts of the younger generation,
much is likely to be done in the desited ‘'direction, by
way of example upon our friends, relations upon whom
we may have the least infiuence. 'The first step in this
direction is sure to be attended ‘with good results. So
much therefore about the general aspect of the question
involved in this resolution. 'If you approve of the spirit
in which the quesfion should be approached generally,
there will not be the least difference as tegards the indi-
vidual items of this Reform. To-day’s resolution mentions
only one item specifically : but I think it necessary to
dwell on one or two more. on the present occasion.

The Sanskrit poet Kalidas has described King Dasarath
of Ayodhya, thus :— - -

7 r PriEge A 9 Al aRwRe Ay
YA A1 q F- Al NI FAREEIr &l
meaninf to say that' neither an excessive foundness for
hunting, nor ‘dice, hor the bright wine throwing the
‘reflection of the moon, hor & young beloved tempted the
‘king whd was btriving for his rise. '

Oat of the viées mentioned in this stanza which king
Dasrath is waid to'have been free from, T intend to dweil
‘on two ‘whiclf 'beRin with a ‘0’ 'viz. wine and woman.
Héntlemen, ‘thess vicss take off the whole ‘strength in a
‘mav and niake"hilﬁ ‘attérly useless for centinuing as'a
nseful inémber of his family and mudli'more of the society
he belong¥ to. ~ Both the-objects may appéat " attractive
‘and ‘therefore teripting in the beginnig but hoth of them
are very disastrous in their effects. Liquor for instance
wiay in thie Leginting act "ad 4 ~dtimulant’ and wake you
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forzet the turmoils of thiseveryday life, but it leaves you
completely exhausted in the end. So what i3 called the
forgetfulness of the wordly troubles, and the experience
of the so-called inestimable pleasure are only temporary
and a complete exhaustion of the system follows soun
after. If one gives oneselt too much to drinking,
his brain is affected and he one day falls a
victim to brain paralysis and is taken away suddenly to
the utter loss of the members of his family. Looking at
the train of these dis-astrous consequences thereore, one
should abstain from drinking from the commencement.
‘The vice is to be avoided on another ground also, as it is
this vice which swells the ranks of inmates of jail's and
lunatic asylums

It is some thnes seriouslyargtied that drinking is not an
absolute evil as it has not proved to be so 'in England gnd
other European couatries which have prospered in all
directions. But this argument is fallacious in more ways
than one. .In the first place our opponent does not care
for a moment to think to himself what the position of
these countries would have been if they had been teeto-
tallers. Secondly a small draught of wine or beer may
perhaps be necessary to keep up the heat in the body in
those cold countries, but a similar draghit if taken' inour
country the climate of which is so different from that
in other countries, will perhaps do great-mis-chief. But
even in Europe and America, a movement of total absti-
nence is taken up vigorously and followed up with equal
zeal. In America, the movement is led by ladies and is led
successfully too. They go on preaching in open streets
and besides liquor shops, about thé evil eftects of drinking:
and try to dissuade people from partaking of the eontents
in the tempting bottles that ure placed in the stalls of the
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rpadside shops. They also try to shame their husbands,
sons, brothers or other relations who may be addicted to
this vice and thus try to reelaim them. The influecce of
woman therefore in this respect is very strong, although
woman js popularly supposed to be. weak in strepgth, her
icfluence at home, wielded with a gentle hand of love is
very great, and it i therefore that as told by our worthy
General Secretary, yesterday, one of the renowned
economijsts of the present time, Mr. Marshall has given a
prominent place to woman in the Kconomy of Nation, On
similar grounds, I take this opportunity of appealing to
oyr sisters and beseeching them to correct their friends
and relations who may be uafcrtunately indulgiug in this
abominable vice.

with regard to tbe vice of woman, 1 need not take
much of your valuable time as yjou will easily agree
with .me, when I say that a jcrfion of my heait ¢entred
in a strange woman and her belonging, will make me the
less of a Joving husband, and the less of a loving parent
to that extent. We must therefcre avoid this vice for
this reason only if for none of the rest which are probably
more serious., We must therefore studiously avoid
all occasions which are likely to tempt us into this vice,
I am therefore tempted, atthis moment, to speak a few
words in support of anti-nautch movement, which has
been set on foot.and so vigorously followed by our fellow.
workers in the Madras Presidency, 1 know of an instance,
of an intelligent man of culture being led astray by his
first visit to a nautczh party which he attended at the
request of his friends and admirers. One .may try to.
refute this by saying that all are not so weakminded 23
this friend of mine and need pot therefore be so mauch.
afyaid, about mantches and singing parties, But  this.
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question about the. weakness of mind or otherwise can
best be judged by one self, after close introspection. and
can be determined by mere avowal, Lord sfgsn has
in the wragrar advised as follows ==

AR AEFE: ST |
JITETEN F: FEGRMI PRI ||
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The commentators on the WIaFA] viz FFUIT and FAxT
have also warned the #mg advising them to be careful
about giving indulgence to the sénses, as on¢is likely to
become a slave to them in course of time. We should
therefore s¢rupulously avoid all such occasions, We
may perhaps be ridiculed by our friends for our whims
hut if we do not stop the first false step we are sureto be,
fcllowed by others. With these few remarks, ladies and
gentlemen, I commend this proposition for your unani-

mous approval,

SPEECH BY DR. JOSEPH BENJAMIN.

Dr. Joseph Benjamin said :— 4
As all the previous speakers at this Conference have
been Hindus, .it will at the first sight.appear ‘strange to
you that a non-Hindu should come before you to address
from this platform, especially on the subject of Temper-
ance, an audience which is chiefly composed of persons of
the Hindu and Mahomedan faiths, the two rellglons
which strictly enjoin  total abstinence, Ladies and gen:
tlemen, 1 do not come before youas a preacher to g
people, .who. are. by. nature ,and religion sober. But I
simply come here to.place before you a few facts whm}x
1 have observed in_my. @wn, communily in- connectioh
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with this important question. Ladies snd gentlemen,
in my own community { have scen how many a family
bas been ruined by the cursed habit of drink and bow the
children of those that gave themselves up to drink be-
came insane, I have also seen the misery drink has
caused among my own relations. But ladies and gentle.
men, there is yet a stronger reason for me o come before
you to speak on the Temperance question, Iam Hon-
orary Secretary {0 the Total Abstinence Association
here, elected as such by the votes of mny Hindu and Ma-
homedan brethren, Therefore so far as this question of
Temperance is concerned, I am a Hindu of Hindus, and a
Mahomedan of Mahomedans, whatever my other views
about these religions may be. Now take the question of
drink from any point of view, the evil effects of drink have
been established beyond doubt. 1Its effects 'upon health,
wealth, industry, morality, add upon life itself are disas-
trous. Look at the figures of the various Life Assurance
Companies. What do they show ? That total abstainerg
die in less numbers than moderate drinkers, and
the latter less than the contirmed ones. In the Army
less offences are reported among total abstainers.
than among those who take to drink. In England the
misery caused by this vicious habit of drinking is wel]
depicted ‘by Mr. Malabari in his book entitled ‘Indian Eye
sipon English Life.* But even there the number of tots)
abstainers is increasing day by ‘day, thanks to the inde.
fatigablé exertions of that -true and -trusted friend of
India, Mr, W.S. Caine, M. P., who has also been ins.
trumental i establishing a-number of Societies for fur.
thering the’cause of T emperance in this counry. Mr.
Caine has not only ‘been our champion in this cause,
by ho'leaves no opportunity- to farther the- interests of
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our country in and out of Parliament in other directions
also. But it is a matter of regret that the evil of drink
is increasing in our country. Tweuty five years ago the
income from this source was about three crores ; now if
has reached the figure of about six crores. Wenow find
the evil babit steadily increasing in our country. In my
street having only about 25 houses, there are al-
ready two liquor shops, and it is now proposed to open
a third there. We have sent a petition to the autho-
rities inthe matter, and let us see whuat the out-come
will be, The shop is proposed to be opened 'next daor
to the Government High Bchool and in the vicinity
of the ‘general Library. Two yearsago when a rew
lijuor shop was about to be opened near the old Post
office, we had petitioned the Collector of Ahmedabad
against it. But to our regret the reply reccived was
that the shop would be conducted in a respectable manner
and that if we found that such was notthe case, we should
report the matter when it would receive consideration,
Now ladies and gentlemen, Ileave it to you to judge how
difficult it would be to prove such a thing, when the onus
of proof was thrown upon our shoulders. We hope we
shall not receive o similar reply this time. Ladies and
Gentlemen, in my capacity as Secretary tothe Total
Abstinence Association whenI visited the: Qolas - (rice
pounders) with my colleague Dr. Nilkanthrai, I found that
on account of the habit of !drink they had lost their houses
which now' ‘became the property of other people. -One
gratifying feature I observed was that Gola women don’t
drink and that money lenders lend money to the women
and not the men, showing that Gola women have more
credit in the market than their men. < What is this credi
due to? It is dus-to the sober habits of the ~women, 1
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am also glad to inforin you that'when in my.capacity as
a member of the Municipal School Board Ihad to visit the
Antyaj-Shala, five students of the sweeper caste signed the
temperance pledge. But it is a matter of regret that the
so called educated people who take to this habit cannot be
easily brought round. They cling to the habit inspite of
reason; and arguments and facts are of noavailbefore them,
But ladies and gentlemen if they consider thatthe thingis
unobjectionable why do they stealthily enter liquo r shops
from a back door, as I see many of them doing at night
in the shop near my house 2 Qur advice has 3 good effect
upon the yonng and the uneducated. It is therefore my
request to you all and especiallyto the young men assem-
bled hére-that they should form Bands of Hope and carry
thé bannet of Temperance, far and wide, It is no use
saying that I do not.drink, and there my duty ends, It is,
our duty to see that-our brothers and sisters, our relationg
our nighbours and even our countrymen do not
take to this habit, All must try tonip the enemy
in the biad. 'We. must build an embankment to "guard
against this vice solong as the current is small ; once the
current gets strong in volume all our efforts will be sim-
ply futile. Heads of castes m ust also rise to the occasion,
They can do a great deal in this matter. Government
also ought ‘to come to our help by granting us the fran-
chise of lacal -option., 1n' America the right exists, and
there is no.reason why Indid should not have that right.
Qur grand old ‘man of Ahmedabad, the late Honorable
Rao Bahadur Radchodlal Chotalal, "C. I E: who hss done
o' much for bur city liad moved this question in the local
legislativé council. He helped the temperance cause also
by giving a tertain amount to the ' Gujrat Vernaculay
Society; from the intevest of which Jectures ‘on-Tempe-
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rance ave delivered ani tracts on the subject px}b}ighgf},.
Tt is true that drink is not prevalent in Ahmedabad
as in Surat; still the fact re mains that it is increasing
here also. The mill-hands and especially the Mahcome-
dan Mill-hands here have taken to the habit in a great
number. It is therefore my request to the Mahomedan
community, whose leaders I seo before me here today,
to renew their efforts to drive away this enemy from
among the midst of their community. I know some
years ago the leaders of the Mahomedan communaity had
made a lauda®!s effort in that direction, and their lobours
were crowned with some success. Ladies and Gentlemen
this is not the work of one man, but all must unite to-
gether and co-operate in this noble cause. Lastly, &s right-
ly remarkel by Mr, Fredreck- Grubb, the trusted lieute-
nant of Mr, Caine, there is one liquor shop which we
can all close, viz. our own mouths and. if we all resolve
not to touch liquor to our lips the demon of drink will die
a natural death, | ‘

With these remarks, ladies and gentlemen, I have
great pleasure in seconding this resolutioa.. "

The resolution was then passed.

RESOLUTION XIL-—the Provincial Reform
Associations, |,
The Hon'ble Mr. G. K. Parekh said : —
It is unnecessary for me to dwell loqg(op.thish proposi:
tion. No movement can be successful unless it is, well
organized. Gond organization requires that the general
Secretary shoull have co-operation from all parts of
India. It will be impossible to keep communication. with
all. Hence individual workers and institutions in each pro-
vince nh;)u!d form & geueral Provincial R, Assgoiation, so
0 100,
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that they will be better able to understand and help one
another in their respective provinces, as well as fo give
accurate information to the General Secretary ? Such
organizations in each province, if backed by earnest mwen
with sufficient funds, are sure to be great landmarks of
progress. All work will be systematised and made more
thorough, Each Provincial Association will be able to
use all means in its power to strengthen public opinion
m favour of reform, Cultyred, hwh—mmnded mep can
be employeﬂ Concise, clear, convincing pamphlets in
local. dmlect;s should be distributed. Al purely religious
differences shauld be put in the back-ground; all aocxal
reforms on which there is practical agreement should be
put in the forefrant. Nagpur, Ben«al are, to my mind,
badly in want of such organizations. Associations in
other parts must work more zealously. The times are
with us, if we don’t show more co-operation we shall be
wanting in one essential duty. Each province has its
pecuhaunes, hence a greater reason for a prov mcxal
R. "Association.

The proposition ‘was seconded by Mr XKavi and sup-
- ported by Mr. N. M., Smarth and passed. \

RESULUTION NO. X1IT,—The Rinade meniorial.
SPEECH BY MR. BANNERJEF,

The Honourable Mr Surendranath Bannerjee, Bengal,
moved the %Ilowmo resolution that “Thls C’qnferénce
has resolved thit \x£1t11 a view ‘to carry out ‘the objects
mentioned in the above resolution each Provincial Reform
Association shonld endeavour to raise a fund shich the
Conférenceé - récommends should be callel the Ranade
Memorial ' Fund -inordeér to perpletuate the memyry of
the Tate Mr, Justive Multudev Govitd Rumde M:A,GLE,
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for the very valuable and untiring scevices rendered by
him to the cause of Social Reform in India.”

He said :—Mr. Presideat, Ladies and gentlemen ; I
have been asked to move this particular resolution and I
gladly associate myself with it. I bave always felt the
deepest possible interest in the Social Conference move-
meut. (Hear hear). T confess that [ have not been
able to uctively take part in the furtherance of its objects
which eontribute to the success of the movement. Several
circumstances of my life have compelled me to devote
myself to the prosecution of the political aims, purposes
and aspirations (Hear, hear). But I regard the social
and political movements as indissolubly hnked together,
(Hear hear). T regard them as being intet-dependent
(Hear hear). I will go further and say this that I hold
that political reform is impossible without social regene-
ration (Hear hear) and moral enfranchisemeut We
must cleanse the temples of our homes and our hearth.
We must purify and elgvate the social aud moral atmos-
phele before we can aspire to those political rights which
it is the aim of the Congress to secure and promote,
(Hear hear). 1t has alwa.ys been my firm and steadfast
conviction, and [ have never hesitated to give expression
to it apd in my own humble way to reduce it to practice.
(llear hear), [ awmn notin favour of precipitate reform.
(Hear. hear). I call myself a Hiodu. (Hear, hear).
I am a Brahmin. I hear a passionate expression
of surprise. (Laughter) 1 have not yet come to the
end of the climax (The same voice “ come then ,"
(Laughter). I am a Brahmin, a Bpahpqm of Brahmins

at heart, I come from the highest class of Kuhn Brah-
mins in Bengal (Hear, hear). And I ventyre. to tell you
that I have done nothing or said nothing to disenfran-
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chire me from my Brahminieal rights (Hear, hear). In
thought, in action, and’in the presccution of the purposes
of my life I am a Brahwin of Brahmins (Hear, hear). 1
am not disenfranchised of my rights. 1T therefore feel
that if any reform is to be carried out it maust be carried
out upon the old lines (Hear, hear), and in pursuance of
the old principles. We ‘must firmly take our stand
upon the ancient foundation (Hear, hear) and look round
to the examples of our sires and imitate them. And
what are the Hindd customs and Hin du rites? Are they
not the customs and rites which are imposed upon us by
the wisdom of the age in which they were framed and
formed ¢ Have we not progressed ¥ Have we not ad-
vanced ? Are we not 'alWays moving whether forwards
or backwards, whatever' it may be ? Is not motion a law
of human nature and the law of laws1 If so the custoin
of the past must be modified to suit the altered circum-
stances and environiments (Hear hear) of the present
situation. Our fathers appreciated that principle thoro-
ughly. When they were confronted with the militant
forcés of Budhism, what did they do? They cajoled, they
fraternised with Budhlsts, théy marshalled Lord Budha as
god Jugannath ‘and in that'way the extinction of Budh-
ism was brought abouu (Hcar hear) There was the
prmc iple of adaptation, and ‘if you 'wish to preserve
our ancient hentage, you must follow the principle
of adaptatmn. It is because I am in accord with
our justice Ranide (Heftr, hear) that I desire to be
thorsnghly associated with the “resolution ‘to day. He
called himself 2 Hindu, ' He was a' lHinduw'of Hindus and
yet a fore most reformer of his time and of his age (Hear,
heat). Pandit Vldya-swar and out Justice Renade were
‘Hindud aind ‘yet'Refortuers, Boths wire examples of the
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firmnesz of their eonviction we must follow the principle
of adaptation an® must not  discard the ancient systems
of our fathers. We must broaden "the basis of Hinda-
isiu; we must elevate, we must edueate ourselves in our
domestic and sociallife. I am glad you have proposed
to move this resolution. I trust that having placed this
resolution on record and having accepted it you will not
allow it to be a dead letter. So many. resolutions have
heen framed for the purposes of commemorating the good
and the great wen and what has become of those resolu-
tions 2 Where are the funds, where are the memorials
where are the mementoes, where are the remembrances of
those great and distinguished men ! Bear this in mind
that to-day by the ucceptance of this resolution you
pledge vourselves to certain procedings (Hear, hear) and
I hope and trost that you will realize the solemnity of
the vow yom take and that you will do what his in
your power to give it force. 1 hope and trust that
before we meet next year (Hear, hear you will have
raised a suitable memorial to that great and distinguished
man. Great he was in the field of of Social Reform and
greater still in the exemplification of those social and
domestic virtues which onght to be the heritage of our
race for ages that have to come (Hear, hear),

The Honorable Mr, Gokaldas Khandas Parekh (Bom-
bay) seconded the resolution and it was carried by accla-
mations,

RESOLUTION X1V.—The Zenana, System.
THE SPEECH OF Mr, C. Y. CHINTAMANI.—
(Madras) ‘
Mr.G. Y. Chintamani said: Mr, President, Ladies
and Gentlemen.—~The resolution that 1 have been asked
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to mcye runs as follows: -~ This Conference begs to put
on record its opinion that the custom of Zenana is of a
pernicious charater in that it affects prejudicially the
physical and mental development of women and the
Conference desires all sympathisers of Social Reform to do
their best to foster and prowote public opinion against
the custom in those parts of the country and in those
classes in which it is prevalent.”

Sir, in the first part of the resolution we put on record
an expression of our opinion that the custom of Zenana
is of a pernicious chavacter, and the reasous we assign for
holding this opinion are that it affects projudicially the
physieal and mental .development of women. 1
think I may fairly claim for this opinion that it is of a
non-controversial nature. If physiological and hygenic
laws have any meaning in, them it must at once be
accepted that the confipement of women all the twenty
four hours of day and night within the four walls of the
not particularly sanitary Hindu homes and the refusa
to.them, as much human beings as we are, of the bleg.
sings of free air and physical exercise, do not condnce to
their physical development. Nor is it possible for wo-
men to be given the benefit of a liberal culture for their
mental development if for the sake of the Zenana custom
they are withdrawn from schools at an absurdly early
age, It 'may be alleged, it is alleged by some, that they
may be given what is called home education. But any
one who has practical experience of a middle class Hindu
home must-realise for himself the utter impossibility of
this.- houwte education being given. There are so many
little difficulties that stand in the way, and if the family
is 4 joint family these. difficnlties are considerably sggra-
yated, [ hold it impracticable, Sir, that the necessary
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measure of mental development can be given to ‘omen
any more than to men, should they Le consigned to the
confines of their homes after their eleventh or twellth
year. And regard being bad to the fact that the educa-
tion of women is not werely the chief item but the chief
means of social reform, the injury that is doue to society
by any custom that has the effect of prejudicing the phy-
sical and mental development of women may be easily
imagined. If I am asked to sum up in one sentence the
practical evils of the enforcement of Zenuna. I would
say that that system makes impossible ladies of the type of
the learned ladies who have addressed us this forenoon =0
well and so gracefully. And the admiring applause with
which you all received those ladies and sympathetic
attzntion with which you listened to their discourses
are sufficient proof that you would not reconcile your
selves to a situation that makes them impossible.

The =econd part of the resolation, ladies and gentlemen,
naturally follows the firs, for if you feel convinced of
the evils of the Zenana system, consistency demands of
you that you should do your best to fuster aud promote
public opinion against it in those parts of the country
and in those classes in which it is prevalent, 1 do not
feel my self called upon to take up any of your time by
offering lengthy observations on such an obvions and
simple proposition as thiz. Thus only would I take leave
to eay, Sir, that if thereis one thing more thau another
that has tended to discredit us and our cause in the
public eye it is the sad and deplorzble want of ‘consisten-
cy between apeeches and actions on the part of not a few
of the advocates of the cause. Jt is this -element of
timidity that -has not unoften brought us into discepute,
Qur opponents, the reacticnaries, ate not ‘particularly noted
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for charity and they have charged the advocates >f social
reform with being so many hypocrites on account of a
certain want of harmony bstweea their professed counvic-
tions and their lives. I do trust therefore that this
second part of the proposition will always be carefully
borne in mind by all of us, I have great pleasure in
moving the resolution standing in my name (Cheers.)

SPEECH OF MRS, KASHIBATI HERLEKAR,

There must be a history to this strauge custom of
Purdab, and it could be said that at least the first Aryans
were not its organizers. Otherwise we could not have
read of ladies like Gargi, Vachakuavi etc, discussing with
sages in public deep questions of philosophy. It is
thought the custom came in the Mahomedan regime.
Indeed; the'age of fierce and uncultured men, barbarians
and foreigners could naturally have given birth to this
custom. That alcne afforded protection for weak
womanhood engirt with barbarous elements of lust and
rapine, . But we have long outlived such an age. There
bas been a dawn of an era of knowledge and peace.
Under the new light, the harsher instincts of men have
been-eliminated and the finer faculties roused. There is
vo need at all now of that custom, On the other hand

,its observance acts harmfully on the prugress of society.
The custom prohihits free circulation of knowledge and
_necessarily -cramps the free expansion of a healthy body
and mind.

The woman’s physique ought to be stronger than mau’s
because it has to sustain the development of the future
nation, Woman is the mother and the fountain spring
of the future nation, of its aspirations, moral, spiritual
and waterial.  Slic contains in her physigue the cdifice
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of the fatare mation, - If it ‘is .hewmed u by artificial
barriers, you cramp future national tobustness.

Natare has bidien woman to be weak and dependent,
Therefora womin cannever be too strong for mian in spite
ot any amount of liberty or freedom. The removal of
purdah will not make woman unnaturally stronger than
man or harmful to society.  Moreover, why should any
one deprive woman of the natural right of free action
and free sphere to grow bodily and wentally 2 We
abhor even the confinement of beasts in traps or birds in
cages. We liuzh at the Chinese because they like theirp
women to pack their toes for beauty ; but what do we
do when we shat up our women ? L@t: aside the human
duty of feeding woman with the light of free knowledge,
should we tend evea to cut “her off\from .the' bracing
effulgence of God’s sun? The progress of womsan in
this world § is like the passage of a crlpple with one foot
limping radically by the order of- natare. Institutiobs
like the Purd @h tend to make this one foot cripple, a
double cripple, walking on stumps merely } - And woman
is the mother and wife of thé world, the moon to -the
ever-troubling waters of man’s - Sanszr (§8=). Mrs.
Besant who knows so much and so deeply. of Hindu life
in tha vorth has condemnned this practice in clear terms.
She savs, that it mikes woman positively small in moral,
spiritaal and physicil stature, and thus cuts off one set:
of wings of human progress, Lastly,it must be remem-
bered that what paople call preserving virtue by purddh’
may be erronesus.  Virtue that needs a guard may over+
throw that guard any way. It may be like the story: of
the ¢ Forbidden Frait’ The human being has annstinct.
to cab of the torbilden fruit neglecting even ncotar at

hand,  Therefore, frealon is the best ‘ruardlan of virtue,
i1
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and openness always strengthens conscience and mini-
mises temptation, Look at the free nations of the West,
of our own people in the South, and you will he con-
vinced of the injustice and unwisdom of this custom, and
its unnecessity as imagined to secure purity or morality
1werely.

The propesition was supported by Mr. Haji. Suleman
Sha Mahomed (Ludh iana) and passed.

RESOLUTION NO. XV.—Biapa system.

SPEECH BY BAJ GULABBAI (translated into English)

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have come acress many instances of the horrible

custom of crying and Dbeating the breasts after death
in Gujerat more than in any other place and especially
to a great extent in Chrotar. Women encourage this
cngtom so much so that one cannot but feel horror. In
one place a relation of a woman was dead so she bad
gone to heat her breasts but as hlood did not ¢ome out
of them she was held in contempt by other women ; so
on the following day she applied the milk of bramble on
her breasts, which caused a tumor and then she beat the
place so forcibly that blood ran out. 1t can be easily
imagined what horror this picture can produce !
. This custorp of women, is indecent to u greast exteut.
Standing on a public road and removing the hems ot
their dress they are not at all ashamed to ‘be-xt their open
breasts. While iu atteudlug such meetings where de-
cengy is fully observed and where religion is ex-
plained to them together with the means for increasing
knpwledne agnd  morality, they think they lose thelr
honour, This reveals to ps. exactly the, ignorance of
waraen
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It is quite necessary that this custom should he eftaced
for in this case men lose their anthority before the
ignoraut women, The following is an example relating
to this. A young son of a man died outside his native
country. Betore giving the ill news to the mother and
wife of the deceased, the man sent a telegram to the police
superintendent of his country stating therein that the
women of his hounse should not be allowed to beat their
hreasts, Thus beinz afraid of the police the women
could do nothing and the wich of the man was realised
to a ceriain exteat.

‘Lhus indeed there is no harm if the custom is stopped
by such weans or the other and it is not that the feelings
are expressel by beating the breast only and besides no
goad of the deceased member is contained iu this, Again
we do not see that such a custom is prevailiug in other
parts besides Gujerat. Thus if the Natives will endeavour
to stop the custom I feel quite sure that they will be
successful. May God help them.

RESOLUTION XVI.—Readmission of converts,
SPEECH RY MR. S. P. KELKAR.

Mr. 8. P. Kelkar said *—Every religion allows people
of uther faiths to join it except the Hindu religion. The
Hindu religion may allow an outsider at most to adopt
Hindusim and form a different caste. The door for
re-entry into Hinduism to those who were born Hindus is
still more tightly closed. Every other religion readmits
its erring adherents after due absolution. But Hindu-
ism does not. Hence Indiais now one-fifth Mahomedans
permanently  lost to Hinduism while conversion to
Christianity threatens to diminish the number of Hindus
still more and perhaps on a larger seale, In the face of
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these facts it appears to me simply suicidal that Hinduism
should be s0 lost to common senseto a sense of self-praserva-
tion that it should refuse or hesitate to accept back after
sufficient inquiries as to the bona fides and genuine desire
of the convert to get back into his old society.

Mr. Hardevram N. Haridas seconded the proposition
and it was carried,

RESOLUTION NO. XVII was putfrom the Chair

and carried by acclamation.

RESOLUYION NO. XVIII was a vote of thanks to
the President. It was proposed by Mr. J, Chandavakar,
seconded by Mr. Marathe and passed with cheers.
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SCMMARY OF REPORTS FROM VARIOUS PRESIDENCIES.
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY.
BOMBAY.

The nineth anoual report of the Hindu Ladies Sqcial Club, 1902,
Bombay. Mr. Babhbai Pitale, Secretary writes :—

The Clab bas now completed the Sth and entered upon the 9th
year of its existence. Its geveral mansgement this year has been
oue of a very satisfactory natare and it is hoped it will be still
more 50 in time to come. Reports of tha various works the Clab
has done hava been published from time to time. Daring the year
under report 1t hus, in spite of the plague and ether difficulties, niet
regularly aond from 40 to 50 members were present at every meet.
ing. Althongh the number of the members on the roll bLas not
much increased during the year under report yot it is » satistaction
to #1y that the year did not pass without any addition to the uomber
at all.  Vhe namber va the roll now is about 200. As in the prew-
ous years this year also essays on various subjects were read and
leczures deliversd. On some occasions when no papers were avail,
able their place was taken up by cheice reading from standard
Marathi and Gojarathi poems anl works. Que thing worthy of
notp this year i3, that the members have been able to enlitvate in
themselves greater abilities than before in discussing subjectsread
and feirlessly expressing their opinions thereon. A Branch of this
Clab which, for some time back was kaown as “ The Aikys
Warlhak Stri Samooha ™ has from the carrent year besn joined to
this Glab and the s2 #ing avd kaitting which are very important to
wowmen i3 tanght therets its membars. The works so prepsred in
this institntion are as a rule sent for n3s free to the Homes for the
destituts. Amoogst the many works the Club bas done duriug this
year to improve the condition of Hindu ladies generally, St. Jeohn
Ainbalanze Class is opened with Dr. Navazbai M. Metha at the
head of it. Here tuition is regularly imparted to the members
of tha Clab and the Clab feels exceedingly glad to say that not less
thap eleven canlidates iu all Lave beea prepared and sent for the
exasmination this yenr. The fearfal ignoranca of this subjecc
amouogst pative ladies in geveral as alsp the many advantages lost ig
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consequence thersof having for a long time ocoupied the atlention
of the Claub President, Mrs. Maneckbai Kothare has opeued this
Olass, though not without a deal of tromble, and it is now in full
swing. Mrs. Maoeckbai Kothare’s attempts to ensure complete
saccess to it are still in progress. In humble recoguition of Dr,
Navazbai’s disinterested services rendered to this Class and therefore
to this Club the latter presented her with a gold bracelet. Tie
equally important subject of Home uursing is also taught to the
members of this Clnb in a separate Class on the last Wednesday of
every wionth.

To suit the couvenience of the large number of Gajarathi ladies
who also are amongst the members of this Club as also to give
facility to members not acquainted with that language and yet are
willing and able to learn it, subject is discassed upou in (fujarathi
on the first Wedaesday of every month. Besides the members have
availgd themselves very largely this yeur of the Club’e ‘“ Chimna
Rai Library.”

In accordance with the practios of this Ulub of inviting dis-
tinguished ladies arriviog in Bombay with a view to gel acquainted
with their experience this Club had the bonour of maeetiag Mrs, Palsi.
ker the widow of the late Dewan of Ludore and the renowaed Indy
Philosopher, Sister Nivedita alias Miss. Noble, the staunch follower
of the late Swami Vivekanand and the members were afforded the
benefit of liearing them. Sister Nivedita was also on this occasion
garlanded' with a rudraksha mala of 108 beads and presentad with
a copy of the Englishreadering of the Bhagvatgita in appreciation
of her genuine respect to- the principles of the Hiadu Faith.

This year an address encased in a silver oasket of five work.
manship was presented to Miss. Krishnabai K. Kelavker a mewber
of the Clab on her having passed the L. M. & 8. Examination of
the Bombay University.

An Executive Committes, condisting of ten.members including
representatives of the Marathi, Gujarathi and Mahomsedan com.
mittees has been formed to visit the Student’s Literary and Scientifia
Society’s Girl's Schools and they did their work in right earnest.

- The Club begs to record their grateful indebteduess to Mrs
Pitale for her having ss usual allowed them the froe use of her
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spacious Hall for the mestings of the Club and of twoseparate rooms
for the Library nud the Howme Class of the Club.

ANAVIL SADHARM SAMAJ.

SURAT.

Mrs, Govindji Gopalji Dhra of the Anavil Sadbarm Samajs
Surat, reports as follows :—

Date oF #3ABLISHMENT.—The Anavil Sadharm Sawaj was
established on the 8th February 1887,

ConanrurioN—Fifty three new families joined the Sawmaj, mak-
ing a total of 280. These new families belong to the two villages
of Hanuman Bhagda and Vada Bhagda near Bulsar. The addition
speaks for itself.

Qsseors.—The objects of the Samaj are:—

(a) Preveotion of ill assorted marriages.

(b) Prevention of plurality of wives.

(¢) Curtnilment of marriage aud funeral expenses.
(d) Prevention of Kanya Vikraya.

(e) Prevention of Var Vikri.

(f) Prevention of exchange or Badla marriage.

(y) IBncouragemeat of religion and moral traiping.
(k) Prevention of Infunt marriages.

(i) Prevention of Beiting o f breasts on dJeaths,

Maneisces,—Thesa objects are gradually being attained.
There were 17 marriiges among the members of the Samaj, daring
the year nnder report. Of those 12 girls belonged to the members
of the Samaj anl five came from outside the Samaj, This fact
shows that the pruadent wembers of the Caste have begun to appre-

cate the advautages of the rules and regulations of the Samaj,

Samal F'usp—The Samaj Fund has increased from Ra. €900
to Hs. 7596, Ths increase is mainly due to the handsome dona.
stoies given by the new members from Han uman Bbagda.

Evucarion.—The Sam j nnanimously paseed a resolution to
give Rs. 350 to Mr. Narunji Ranchhodji, s student of the Grany
Medical Collegs, Bombay, te euable him to prosecute his medical
Suies,
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NOTEWORTHY EVENTS oF THE YEAR

1. Many Anavil geutlewen residing in Bombay, under_ the
leadership of Mr. Bhanabhai Rambbai, formed a Samaj for the
promotion mainly of edvcation, among the members of ths Avavil
caste. It is called “Shri Anavil Samaji.”’” A fund was raised
and Ks. 7000 were subscribed of which Rs. 400 bave already been
collected. I'wo. scholarships of Rs. 12 each teunable for ote year
were given to two deserving Anavil students, who joined the Arts
College in Bombay, after passing their Matriculation £xamination.

9. 'There was a marriage of one Kalidas, son of Mr. Bhagu-
bbai Bawabbai Naik of Katargaon, with a daughter of ove Dayalji
Desai of Haler.  Mhis marriage attracted notica as the father of the
bride looked -rather' to the happiness ofi his-daughter than to tbe
custom , The father was put to no expeunse.

8. ''he marriageable ages of boys and girls are risiog, though
slowly and imperceptily. One can find many boys of 15 and above
unmarried. This is, itis said, owing to the influence of the Anavil
Sadharma Samaj. Baut it is more gratifying to record the marriage
of a girl of seventeen with :Mr. Balwantrai Khandabbai, B. Sc.
L.L. B. 'Thisis not a solitary instance. I'hers were many mar-
riages of girls above 12 and below 15, There isa bright future for
social reform among the Apavil Brahmius.

HYDERABAD REFORM ASSOCIATION.
( SIND. )

Mr. Hiranand Secretary Hyderabad R. Association writes :—

"The Association has successfully wmaintained five girls' schoois
which have been doing very useful worke 'T'he two magazines
started some years ago have also maintained their prestige and their
circulation has coOnsiderably increused. ‘The expenditare of the
schools bas smounted to nearly Rs, 8,000 in the carrent year and
the cost of the magazines is Rs, 500. The silent work dons in this
~manner though slow is sure and it is hoped that the scope’ of its
sctivities will gradually be enlarged,
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WIDOW MARRIAGE ASSOCIATION.
POONA.

Prof. @. C. Bhate, Secretary W. M. Asso. Poona, writes :—

During the year under raport two remarriages were celebrated
on our side, one near Bijapur aud the other at Nagpur. Both these
remarriages are, in a sense, remarkable and will be long remembered.
One of these is the remarriage of a Shastres well-versed in Sanskrit
lore, who had even beforoe his remarriage done good service to the
cause of widow marriage by proviog the legality of widow marriage
{from the Shastric point of view and who will be, all the more, usefal
to the cause now that he has shown that he is not merely -a -lip-
reformer but one who has the courage of his convictions. Again this
gentleman belongs to one of the most conservative classes of Brah-
mans i e, Xarnatic Vaishnavas As his remarriage was the first
among the Southern Vaishnavas there was naturally very great
opposition in the locality and actual disturbance was apprebended in
conpection with the celebration of the remarriage at the placa
But happily nothing was done and the celebration “of the marriage
passed off quietly. The other was the remarriage of a person who
lives in the most orthodox fashion and no one would have even im-
agined that such a person would ever think of remarriage. These
remarriages may thus beseen to be revolts in the closed castle of
orthodory and as such they are calculated to influence powerfully
the public opinion of the orthodox in these localities.

Besides rendering assistance to those who intend to remarry it
is one of the objects of the Association to smoothen the way of
those whq_would, compe -after ,by removing ,prejudices, against R
marriage, due to ignorance. The best method of accomplishing
this object was to send round lecturers giving lectures in the Var-
nacular on the subject of widow marriage. For this purpose the
services of an enthusiastic worker ia the cause were secured as
Assistant Secrefary of the Association, working whole time and agi-
tatiog the question all the year round. The experience of the last
two years was very encouraging- But daring the year under report
no work of this kind could bedone. For the Assistant - Secretary’s
services werg transfered to the Hindu Widows’ Home Association
Poona, As this Association was badly in need of a competent tea-

12
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cher for the: Hows and as no eligible person could be found who
wonld take up that responsible work on the very small allowance
thatthe Home: could afford to pay, the services of Mr. Joshi, the
Assistant Secretary of the Widow Marriage Association, were lent
to the Home for the whole of the year under report. But now the
Home has secured a good female teacher, DlIr. Joshi would be soon
relieved of his work and from the next year he will resume his
touring work.

'The financical position of tte Association bas remained what it
was last year. As the services of Mr. Joshi were {ent to thé Home
the work of collecting subscriptious could not be actively prosecuted.
Ball ib is a matter for satisfaction that enthusiastio sympathisers of
the cause are sending in their subscriptions of their own accord and
one gentleman has becomo the patron of the Association by paying
Rs. 100 in cashy The permanent fund of the Association new
comes up to Rs. 3,300,

REFORM ASSOCIATION,
SUKKAR,.

M. Viramal Bégraj from Sukkar writes :—

Three more members were enrolled this year who signed the
pledges of the membership in addition to twenty one members
already on'the roll. Besides the Association has 78 sympathisers.

We have no special preacher of our own except the members
themselves who often hold public lectures and Nagar Kirtans on
various social topics at Sukkur, Kohri, Shikarpur and Larkana. This
year themembers went fo Shikarpur on Dashara holiday and per-
formedtlie play of Kambills. Both the Gokal Girl school and
night schdol for labouring classes attached to the Association are
doingwell'as vsual,  On Thadri Loliday the Niglt School boys
including tke day school bo_yé also were taken out {6 Sukkar Canal
where they were amused in various ways for the whole day in
order to keep them away from gambling which is common on this
oceasion.

‘Drinking.—1In order to cLeck this growing evil pledges were
printed and about 200 men have sigued the pledze abstaning totally
from intoxicating drugs.
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Pamphlets.—This year two pamphlets'were publishel, one of
them being a hymn book containing <alected Bhajans and the other
a tract on education.

The association has under contemplation to;publish a series of
text books for girls’ school and a compilation on Panchayats for
which data are being collected. '

Local wants and inconveoiences to the Public are also bccw.
sionally locked after and atternpts are made to get them remedied.
This year two applications were submitted, one to the Mumicipal
Corporation for the erection of urinals, the other to the Railway
anthority to erect sheds at hoth the endsof Sukkar Lausdowne
bridge for the temporary hult of animals, caris etc.

The energies of some of the members are directed to the
Sukkar Orphanage which was started in 1900 and for which'a se~
parate report is pulbished.

As reported lust year the association works for the eradigation of
bad eustoms through the Panchayats. This year the Secretary of
the Association was elected as a member of the Punchayat Workiog
Committee and it i3 gratifying to note that this year the Punchayat
had passed several resolntions which will prove to be of great good
for the commuuity espucially for the fair sex.

A bundi (A set of rules for the regulation of expenses on mar,
riages, deaths etc.) has been prepared and is brou ght ioto force, This
cartails more than half of the expenses hitherto done on such occa-
sions, Reform is also made in some Sanskars which were expensive
aud annoying,

Sunday prayer meetings are held in Mundir,

This year twa sub-Committees viz. Managing ,COmmnttea au&
Schiool Committee were apointed by the Association for the betta®
carrying out of the work, .

The Association has full concarrence on all the questions pro

posed by you to be discussed and wishes success to the deliberations
of the Conference.
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BOMEAY.

The Honorary Assistant. Secretary, Lakhmidas Rowjea of the
Bhatia Mitra Mandal, Bombay, writes :—

As asked by the Secretaries, the Social Conference Working
Comittee, Ahmedabad, I bave the honeur to submit the report of
the work done by our Mandal during the year under report and to
say a few words.on someof the points which were discussed by our
community, and by .our Iustitution towards the furtherance of Soci:l
Reform. ‘

SyMMARY OF REPOBT

The progress of onr institution has, in this as other years,
sufferel owing fo plague and famine, yet the resulls avrived-s¢
are hopeful, though they do not cime up to the expectations
formed,

As we informed you last year our Mandal was started in 1892
with the object of promoting unity among the members of our Com-
maunity, to diffuse general education, to create public opinion on
questions of social reform and to take meuasures to further the welfare
of the community, Though the orthodox.section of the community
looked on this institntion with an eye of suspicion, our beginning
was hopeful and gradually we began to get more and more members
to join the institution and af the end of the first year we had 400
members on our roll. This number we have been able to keep up.
Our institution is proud of this number, but much more so ag that
number is made up of members of all sorts and conditions of views—
conservaties, liberals and radicals, and on account of the bracing
atmosphere of moral influence our institution has done mnch to calti-
vats the opinion of the community; and has now come to be Jooked
upon as the school of Bhatis thought. Oar institution is justly proud
of this, much more than of the large number of members.-

This, like other institutions that aim at the amelioration of the
prevailing conditions, had to. fight. a stubbora battle with the,old
thought and bad the misfortnre of being misunderstood. .But this
institution had shown to the community of those members that have
the eyes to see, by action more than by talk that nothing need be fear,
ed from it. It Es the friend of the commuuity, and not as the orthodox
section will ul derstand Satan in disguise. Confidence of the commu
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nity in not a commodity to be bought, and our institution

began with the Vidyottejak fund for educating the poor of the com-

munity. This was beginning at the wrong way as.the orthodox

supposed, as they said “who is so:poor as togo in for that.“ We

were langhed out as visionaries living in a dreaml.and. We were

fortunate as to receive bandsome sums of subscription to tliis’ fund

and we soon put it on a sound basis. The fund now amounts to Rs.
40136-14-L aund & trust deed hus been made andis now under the

management of 4 respectable Bhatia gentlemen. Out of the income

of the fund, help in the form of boarding; school fees und books is

given to 33 students of the community, and we have to refuse many

applicatious for want of funds. However we have faith in the rich

saving common sense of the community, and as soon as' they begin

to understand the new idea of charity we wo’nt be wantiag in funds,,

Bat before that the cld idea of charity has to be displaceds The

school master with the primer is abroad and we await the result,

We have this year opened a class for imparting religious. education

to students of the community, and bave madethe presence of the

students of the Vidyottejak fuud necessary, but we have had no
support from the Bhatia parents as yet. Medical aid is granted to
the indigeat members of our comwmunity, by our Mandal under the-
auspices of our well-kknown citizen, Mr. Gordhundass Gokuldass

Tejpal.

By such acls and deeds, vur. Mandal has gamed con ﬁdence, but
by events utterly beyond our control, the community has never
ceased looking on us with an eye of suspicion, Two of our mem-
bers, Mr. Lakbmidass Rowji and Xalianji' Morarji proceeded
to England to qualify themselves for the bar .and on' their return;
another member of our institation, Mr. Liladher Gordhundass
Sampat, proceeded to England on matters commercxal and after a
siay of & year returned to these shores.

The Shetias of our community’ withcut any authority perhaps
by their Divine right hardly respected in this work-a-day world.-—issued
un ultra vires injuction probibiting the first Bhatia barristerd to huve
any intercourse with the members of the comwmunity watil their case.
was decided by the august body; but the Shetias, for some weaghty
rensons keown to themselues only, would uof convené the ‘‘meeting
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of the caste. Mr. Kalianji Morarji baving an occasionta go to his
native. country, Kuich Mauvdvie, applied in conjuntion with Mr,
Lakhmidass Rowji to the Mandvie Mahajan to decide their case,
they being natives of that conntry and bence out of the jurisdiction
of the Bombay Mahajan, The Catch Mandvi Bhatia .Community
decided that all intercourse with the barristers ba kept on their
performing the Prayaschit ceremany, which they for the solution of
the question consented to do Thanks of onr community are
due to the Mandivie caste, and to the Bhatia Mitra Mandal, Mande-
vie—a body associated with our inslitntion for cntting the Gordion
kuot,

When the news of this admission reacbed Bombay the orthodox
section was much infuriated and thought of excommunicating the
Mandivie Mahajan ana they bave rot given np. that idea since,
though they have done pothing to carry out the threat. Perhaps
they are devising the means, and do not know how to do it ; that it is
to.be done is fixed, fixed as a rock.

‘At this joncture a raw and inexperienced youth of about 28
years was appointed Secretary, Treasurer and Manager of the Halai
Section, who on account of the great wealth and property, command.
ed b considerable influence over a farge number of Kapadias.
Though young and educaed as he was supposed..to be, he was bred
in orthodox almosphere and thus he naturally sided with that section,

, To do justice to the young Secretary,.Mr, Gordbundass Soonderdasg
Moolji, be was enthusiastic and . energetio in the speedy disposal of
the burning question. A commission was appointed by the Shetiag
themselves without the ¢cnsent of the Mabsjan to inquire and
report whether Mt. Liladber Gordundass Sampat bad preserved
caste there. . After an inquiry extending .over. three months the
orthodox section has reported against Mr. Sampat on the gronnd
that going to England is against the traditions. of the .community,
other Commissioners have recommended Prayaschit, and others are
Jor refering the question to the Maharajag, the spiritual guides. The
report is wow published and is in the hands of the community.
A.copy of the report is sent berewith. The scarcity of marriage.
sble girls is one of the evilyunder which our commuaity groans for
years, This matter has already been treated in the last report that
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wa furvished yon. The Hardwar marriages was one of the subjects
ot discussions at the last Conference. We bave already informed
you that a ccmmissien has been appointed, and the authorised repork
made by the commissioners is in favour of these marringes, the girls
being of the same stock as our ancestors. Though an injunction
has been issued against these marriages, ibe same continue and we
are glal to inform you that cpen intercourse has been kept up with
these married couples, and the rod of the Stetias has been more
mocked at, than feared and hence these marriages have the permis.
sive pass of the Shetias, [I'ke Hardawaris bave formed themselves
into an sssociation under the name of the Yada Vansi Bhatia
Mandal, and on the celebraticn of their second year they made a
Malavda in the hall of our institation and were open'y joined by
Bhatias in spita of the injunction who took ‘tea with them. For this
misdemeancr (?) eight of the members of our institution have been
communicated with by the Secretaries of the caste, asking them
to show cause why they partook in the light refreshments with their
brethren, Proper and spirited answer has teen sent them, and it is
to be seen how the Secrefaries get out of the hands of the Tarlar
they bave caught.

Another matter that awaits solution is the question of widow te.
marriage, that took place some two years back, "This has not come back
before the Mabajan. But all the same it is no small moral victory for
the reformers that when the first- widow remarriage that took place
in our caste some 20 years tack one of our members Mr. Soonder-
dass Lakhmidass was put out of the caste by a small section of the
cemmunity for being present at its celebration, Bat this time many
Bbatias were present, and no steps have been taken against them,
nor the Mahajan has been bold enough to tackle this question,
though two years have passed.

The reform party, with us as with others, is in minority, bat it
is led by Messrs. Gordhundass Gokuldass Tejpal, Gordhundass,
Kbatau,:Dwarkandass Dharamsee, Vussonji Khimji, etc., all of
whom are doing their level best.-But it is hard to move rocks, nor
is it easier to move aggregate bodies that have eyes and will
not see. e ! '

Sometime back a caste mesting was about to be called, and
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the reformers called, a fow days before, a meetiog of the community
to exchange views, but the caste Shetias did not like that idea,
and ia order ¢o frustrate tha object of the meeting backed by the
blind following they command attended the same but 15 minutes
Lefore the time. They elected their own president and held a counter
moeting in the sama hall, passed some resolutions and began making
* garbad.” But when they saw that *“pacca” police arrangements
were mprje they thought that they could do uothing, and hence
what is%flown as the Bhatia Riot passed without any disturbance.

Whe‘%tbey left the hall, conveners of the meeting proceeded
with the work, explained to thoir brethren that what they wanted
was not authority in matters relating to the caste; they wanted justice
and to move with the times,

We are sorry to inform you of the untimely death of the young
Halai Secretary which took place some 2 months back, but as yet
the Halai section has mot appointed another secretary. It is s pity
that no one "comes out for the post and hence the affairs of the caste
are in a chaotic form,

In concluding the report I have to add that our Mandal as a
body has done nothing in its own name, but has been the direct
cause of the new ideas which will take some time before they fruc-
tify, A copy of the last year's report is enclosed berewith,

Mr. Dharamsey Varma, Secretary of the Aryan Social Unions
writey ;—

The Association has 39 mewmbers and arranged for 12 lectures
during the year on the following subjects ;:—Jainreligion; Chipi-
chal Fire; past and presont poets; religion &e¢. '

Lectures by twe ladies, Mrs. Roshanlal of Punjab and Ma-
neckbai on “ Aims of a woman’s life” and * Kanyavikraya’
were very largely attended by a number of ladies. Lady Savitri-
bai, wife of Sir Bhalchandrag Krishna, presided, when Mr, Rame
bhiij Dutt of Panjab lectured on social reform.

Mr, Deorukkhar, Pleader High Court, sends a report of the
Daivadnya caste for 1902, It deals with the question of education
‘in thé caste and belping the poor of the taste.
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REFORM ASSOCIATION.
PALANPUR.

Mr. V. D. Javeri from Palanpur writas :—

I have the honour to forward to you the follawing report of
the work done by the P. S. & L. Association in the year under re-
port in addition to the Annual Report of the said Association pub.
lished on April Lst. 1901 a copy whereof is herewith sent to you.

The Association has 115 members at present on its roll inclad.
ing 15 life-members; besides His ‘Highoess the Diwan Saheb of
Palanpur K. G. C. I. & and  Sir B, K. Bhatvadekar, Kt L; M. of
Bombay as its patrons.

Weekly meetings were held in the last Stmm er Vacation for
the discussion of Social and Literary Subjects.

The third Anniversary of the Associatior was celebrated under
the presidentship of R. B. D. D. Ved, thothen Priwe Minister of
Palappur. It was atlended by a large nunter of cfficers and
citizens.

This year the Association has alss given prizes of the value of
Rs. 20, for essays in English and Gujarati to both the male and famale
students of the local Schools. Fifteen more gentlemen have subs-
cribed tq the various pledges introduced by the Association, some of
whom have subscribed to almost all the pledges. Of these subscribers
almost all are non-members which goesto show that it is gaining
ground amoangst the oat-siders also.

The Library of the Association contains about 323 Vola aad
it is managed by one of the members of the Associatior.

"T'he branch of this Association called ©The Palanpur Salf-im.
proving Society’’ maialy cousisting of High-School stadents is
progressing well and has about 31 members onits roll. They also
hold weekly meetings for discussion, It promisesto work well in
fature. Its finances ara managed by the members themselves,

The balance with the Association ixi)to dale is about Rs. 800
deposited in the Post Office Saving Bank. The Annual income of
the Association is about Rs, 250 mainly consisting of the fees of the
mepbers and contributions to ths prizes. )

It bad sent three delegates to the Provincial Social Confereace

13
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heid at Bombay lust Septemberviz.  Mesars, N. D. Ved. B. 4.,
S. B. Mehta, B. A. and K. J. Jhaveri.

Rao Babadur A. S, Tambe has kindly enlisted himself as one of
the sympatbisers of the Association.

SARASWATI MANDIR.
SHOLAPUR.

Mr. Deogamkar from Sholapore writes.

In accordance with the printed request of the Hon. Secre-
taries of the Social Conference of Ahmedabad, I beg to submit
the following account of the work done by the Saraswati Mandeer
during the years 1902 and 1901.

2, A printed copy of the work donme in 1901 is herewith
annexed. The exhibition of needle work and others arts there-
in referred to was continued;till the middle of January 1902. It
was a complete success as remarked by A. F. Maconochie, Esquire,
I.C.8. the popular Collector of this place in his speech of the
prize distribution ceremony. Prizes amounting to <, 150 were
awarded to needle-work and other Arts.

. 8. Tt is the intention of the Saraswati Mandeer to have
such exhibitions airanged every ‘third or fifth year according as
the funds would permit and thus encourage needle-work among
ladies and other native arts in this country.

4. Owing to Plague and other difficalties ihe Mandeer
school was closed for several months during thix vear. 1t has
however been re-openicill. The kindergarten class for girls has
lately been abolished as it was found rather expensive and he-
yond the scope of the aims and objects of the Mandeer. The
Mandeer holds 6cedsfonal neetings for ladies which ave being
largely attended to.

5. Last year when the shocking news of the death of the
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ranade was recefved here, & special mecting
of the Ladies was held in the Mandeer to express sorrow and a
letter of condolence was sent to Mrs. Ramabai Hanade. A sub~
gcription list was then opened by the Ladies for preparing the oil
paint photos‘of Rao Saheb and Mrs. Ranade. The two photos be-
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ing ready were formally opened in the Mandeer on the last
Dasra Holiday.

6. The Managers of the Saraswati Mandeer had with the
aid of other gentlemen in the city undertaken the management
of the Provincial Social Conference which was held at Sholapur
on the 26th and 27th October 1902. The detailed repert of the
Conference has been published in the issue of the * Indian Social
Reformer™ dated the 2nd November 1902 a copy of which is here-
withi annexed.

7. JMrs. Kashibai Herlekar who had come here specially
for the Social Conference from Baroda was entertained by the
Mandeer with a Pan-supari.  She delivered an interesting lecture
on the duties of women.

8. 2Miss DMargaret Noble or popularly called Sister Niwe-
ditabai was to be the guest of the Mandeer. She had promised
to be here and deliver a lecture on Hinduism to the Ladies of
the XMandeer on the 9th November last, but on account of some
untoreseen difficulties her coming here has heen put off till
January next. )

9. In conclusion 1 beg to say thatihe Mandeer is doing
it< best to improve the status and condition of the native ladies
of this place and as such deserves every help from all so¢inl
reformers,

The Annual Report of the Sholapur Baraswati Mandeer
for the year 1901.

The Honorary Secretaries of the Mandeer heg to submit a
short report of the work done by the lnstitation dwuring the year
1901,

2. The aims and objects of the Mandeer (with a shors
account of its working ever since its establishmens in 1896) have
been fally described in the Marathi report published on. 15th
Januvary 1901. We, therefare, give in this report-ashort account
of the work done during the last year.

8. Daring the whole of the year under report, the work of
the Ladies’ Class and of the Kindergarton Class for children was
going on satisfactorily. The attendance of ths Ladies’ Class
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varied from ‘3 to 7 und that of the Children’s Class from
20 to 25.

4. From September 1901, the Mandeer opened weekly
meetings for Ladies and they were very successful. About 25
to 40 ladies used to attend these meetings. Turn by turn they
read essays on social and moral subjects. These essays are being
published in the Mgharastra Mahila, a monthly journal conduc-
ted by Native ladies in Bombay, and reprint copies of the same
are being distributed to the public, free of charge.

5. The special feature of this year’s work was in connection
with the exhibitions. An exhibition of native dainties (Tms)
was held in the Divali Holidays. This was to encourage the art
of cookery among Native ladies and it had the desired effect.
Good many ladies sent very nice dishes for the exhibition. This
is sure to encourage all the ladies to prepare nice dainties for the
next exhibition during those Holidays

6. 'The exhibition of Needle-Work and other arts, held by
the Mandeer during the last Christmas holidays, was a complete
success. About 500 articles were received from places like
Bombay, Poona, Surat, Ahmedabad, Baroda, Satara, Kolhapur,
Amraoti, Ahmednagar, Bijapur, Belgaon, Dharwar, Athni &ec.,
and prizes amounting to Rs. 100 were given for needle-work and
Rs. 50 for articles of other arts. The exhibition was opened Dby
Mrs. F. H. Gates, B. A,, and prizes were awarded by A. F.
Maconochie, Esq., I.C.S., popular Collector of this place. Some
contributions were received from the Municipality, the District
Local Board, the Sidheshiwa.r Fund and from the leading officers
and merchants in ‘the city, for the award of prizes. We are
thankful to these donors for their donations and to the ladies and
gentlemen, both European and Native, for their hearty co-opera-
tion in the workof this exhibition.

-7. Pandita Annsuyabai is continuing the work of imparting
religious instruction to the ladies. She visited Baroda, Amalner,
Surat, Ankleswar and other places during the year and recited
Purans there. Her work was greatly.appreciated by Their High-
nesses the Maharaja and Raneesaheb of Bareda, “who made a
private donation of Rs. 150 to her. Dewan Bahadur Shrinivas
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Ayangar, Shreeman Goswami, Raoi Brhadaurs Sharangpani and
Deshpande, Rao Saheb Arte and othersghave ialso paid small
donations.. Rao Bahadur K. G. Deshpande, B. A., Bar-at-law,
Naib Subha of Baroda, has expressed the following opinion about
Pandita Anusuyabai’s work :—

« Pandita Anusuyabai did very useful work while she was
here (at Baroda). She had a large numbgr of disciples among
the Baroda Ladies and her teaching was highly appreciated.

« Personally I think, she will achieve a great deal of sunccess,
if she confines herself to imparting religious instruction to the
ladies in the various towns of the Bombay Presidency.

*This is no small work and she will do & great public service
in this way.”

Similar opinions have been expressed by Rao Bahadurs
Shikhare and Marathe, Rao Sahebs Upasane and Atre and
others. )

* »* »*

9. Great necessity was felt in the Mandeer for a water
reservoir in connection with the garden. It was also the desire
of the ladies o erect some memorial in the naffe of the late Mrs.
Parvatibai Degawkar, who took great interest in the Mandeer.
Mr. Degawkar having paid a donation of Rs. 150, that amount
was spent by the Mandeer in erecting a fountain in the name of
that lady.

10. In conclusion, we express our hearty thanks to the
donors and to all the ladies and gentlemen, who took interest in
the Mandeer and wigh every success to the Institution.

AHMEDABAD.

Mr. Ranjitram Nanabhai, Hon. Secretary of the Social Li-
terary Association writes:~That an address was presented to the
first lady graduate of Gujerath, Mrs. Vidyabai; that different
sub-Committees are appointed for furthering social reform, that ;
two intermarriages took place between two szections of Visalad
Vaniya caste and that Mrs. Desai one of the members acted most
zealously in the matter.



192

SATARA.

My, Sitaram Yadavrao, Secretary Prarthana Somaj, Satara,
writesi—That severo plague at Satara interfered with the social

work, A poor Brahmin, converted to Christianity, for nearly
twenty years bitterely repented for his change and wished o be
re-admitted into Hindu Society. The Samaj promised to admit
him, but he died suddenly. Another anfortunate case was that
of a Shimpi ( tailor ) ‘who had become Christian. He repents of
his conversion and wants to be re-admitted. But there is this
complication in his case that afterhis conversion he was married
toa Christian woman originally of Dhangar caste. She was during
one of the famines converted to Christianity. She is going eight
months. Both want to be admitted into Hindu Society. No
way beyond maintaining them is yet found out. Many more
cases of the type exist.

BARAMATI.

The Secsetary of the Maharashtra Village Education So-
ciety, Mr. Karmarkar; writes:—That eleven Vernacular Schools
have been opened in various-Villages i the Deccan for the
education of thé poor, and that the institutions are badly in want
of money.

BERAR CONFERENCE REPORT.
BERARS.

The annnal meeting of the Berar Social Reform Association
was held at Akola on the 30th of November 1902 when Mr,
V. M. Mahajani presided. The report for the year was read by
Mr. N. W. Harkare. From it we gather that the number of mem-
bers is about 400, but that little or no effort has heen made for
some years past to enlist members, as in the absence of sanction
those’ who violate the pledges taken cannot be brought to book. The
report adverts to the opening during the year of the Female Trianing
class at Akola and of the midwifery class inconnection with the
Lady Dufferin Hospital at Amroti. Both these classes have been
aided by popular ‘contributions. The Ladies Association galled
the “ Vanita Samaja > at Amraoti has been doing useful work by
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bolding regular meetings in which essays or lectures are read or
delivered by some of the members themselves. Occasionally
gentlemen are invited to address the ladies. Public opinion
against child marriages is getting stronger year by year, and it is
not unusual to see unmarried-gi~ls of fourteen or fifteen in high
class families, The age of bridegrooms is slowly being raised
and it is now rare to find boys among high class families married
below 17. The movement does not appear to have spread beyond
the Brahmin, Rajput, Deshmukh and Maratha classes.

The Deshmukh and the Kunbi Sabhas had their annual
meetings and efforts are being made to promote education among
those classes. The marriage reform is also advocated, During
the .year two agents were sent by the Maratha Association
of Kolhapur to give lectures to their caste people to persuade
them to help themselves and rely less on the services of Brahmin
priests at marriages &c. These lectures were attended with
some success. During the year a Sabha was started at Shirals in
the Amroti Taluka by the Dhangars. Its object is tolabolish the
vicious custom pgculiar to their caste of detaining girls at their
parent’s houses even after puberty so long as some dowry is not
paid by the bridegroom’s family. The year witiessed two re-
marriages of widows among the Labaris, a sab-caste of Bajputs.
The bridegrooms are agriculturists and tvaders. It will be thus
scen that efforts are being made in many castes to bring about
social reform. . \

After the veport was read Messrs. M. V. Josti B. A, L.L.
B., igh Court-Pleader, Amraoti, H. B. Parchure B. A.and D.B.
Jaiwant addressed the meeting, advocating the spread of reform
and of the necessity of making up differences between the old
and the new by a spirit of charity. After the re-election of the
President and of Messrs, R. V. Mahajani B. A. L.L. B.and
L. C. Kelele B. A. as Joint Secretaries and nominating dele-
gates to the Social Conference at Ahmedabad, the roceediﬁgs
were brought to a close by the President ‘who ca.ﬂetf .lllpon the
younger members to support tha cause of reform, which was sure
to advance in spite of the efforts to the contrary. Reform he said
wds inevitable, and the reéformers of a former generation -were
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sur¢ of being looked down upon by the present generation and
must therefore graciously make room for young men of fresh
blood. ‘ ’

PUNJAB PURITY ASSOCIATION.

LAHORE,

Brief Report. of the work done by the Purity Association

in 1902. .
Not much was done during the year 1902 besides the routine
work undertaken by the Association. A brief report under each
head may be interesting to many workers labouring for the same
kind of work in the country,

The Association was started on 10th January 1891 and has
during the last twelve years continued its work in its various
branches of reform and philanthropic work. The Association
congratnlates itself in having won the sympathy of many educa-
ted men in the Punjab and takes this opportunity of thanking all
its supporters. The Association has not a fund of its own bat
any work which it has undertaken has always received support
and has been achieved ‘with some degree of success. The work-
érs'in the Association have depended for finance on God and
have therefore to be grateful for the generous help which they
have constantly received from the public. They feel it their
duty to pour forth the grateful feelings of their heart at the
altar of the Most High with a prayer that success or failure may
‘noj withdraw their attention from the feet of the Lord and in
mentioning the work -doné their only desire is to glorify His
name. , ' ‘ ‘

LPawitra Holi—The large annual gathering took place as
asual for three days in the gardens outside the city and the pro-
ceedings were varied and interesting. Year by year the assem-
bly is growing. The educated people have taken a liking to i,
"and it is hoped that in the course of & few more years it will
"become a regular institntion of Lahore. The mofussil towns have
alsd commenced celebrating the Pawitra Holi, and it is prayed
that that day imay soon come when in the Punjab the Pawitra
Holi might oust the bbscene and dirty ancient Holi.
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Widow Relief-—=A fow widows,whoare in urgent need of help
bave been given money relief regularly. One or two widows
bave been given scholarships to prosecute their studies in the
Victoria Girls’ School. Thakur Dai one of the recipients of the
stipend passed last year the Middle School 'Examination. Even
when funds of the Association do not permit regular monthly
relief deserving widows have beéen given temporary help and’
arrangements for them have been made from other-philanthro-
phic institutions in the city. At present there is one widow who is
receiving small help for her study and there are five poor widows
who are receiving monthly relief. In this connection it may be'
mentioned that the City Poor Honse maintained by the Muni-
cipality which is under the management of a worker of the Puarity
Association gives relief to thirtysix widows of about two rupees
per month. Mrs. Roshan Lal (Srimati Hardevi) has started a Nari
Silpalaya and a few widows receive help from this noble institn-
tion alto. To celebrate the Coronmation in India, Mr. C. H.
Atkins, the noble-hearted and popular Deputy Commissioner of
Labore, gave two thousand rupees from the amount collected by
him in clothing to ome thousand '’ destitute widows. Thanks
of the whole town are due besides to Mr. Atkins to Rev. J. C. R.
Ewing and to Miss M, Bose for distribution of clothes. The
widows obtaining relief from the Association and others recom-
mended by it obtained the relief for which the Association ex-
presses its gratitude to the above named lady and gentlemen.

Temperance.—~There isa Temperance Association at Lahore
and the Parity Association has therefore never done any direct
work in this connection. It had always helped the temperance
work at Lahore and elsewhere in the Province by taking part in
the anniversaries and other meetirnigs of the Temperance Societies,

Charitable Despensary.— A 'Homeopathic free dispensary is
maintained by the Association and its work was regularly‘carried
on during the last year, Two or three men havo- been trained
and they devoted their labours in the dispensary, Hunureds of

poor people received medicines.

Orpl:hanage.-—An independent orphanags is being maintained
hy the Association since last'tWo Years. There were ihiriy bO‘a

14
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nb the lieginning of dast 'yenr. Une hoy died last year from con-

sumptions Two boys ‘wers found employment es.workers on
Hosiery machines.. .Five boys who had grown big and could

manage their.own . affairs independently were discharged. Two
hoys and ene girk svho had: beer sent. by friends froni Rawalpindi
were saken. away. hy. their .uncte.” Two 'boys left of their owrn
sccard. Ona is, maintaining himself | by -Hesiery work; the
wherepbouts of the.ather fs not known.. He is however big enoagh
te take his own, gare andi¢an sarny kjs. livelibood - by doing the

work ‘of a disjributor in.a:Press. : Therd are ab present nineteen
boys in the, orphasages »Bhiq.institution hag absarbed more .than/
that the institytiop.vageited: from, the - publio and it is a qhestion if
it can be maintgined, long in thia condition.~ It however reqnires-
tyo years morp.i9.1mgke ugsh of the hoys earn-their own living.

Qne. is a cripplg, anptbexids,in infant and.tvo more }oung boys
will necessitate help fov.sqma yodrs to coms. -

The Purity Seyvant.~—Fhis is ansorgan of the. Pnnty AbSOOla-
tion.. The: cizcujatien .i5 pver four-hundred. .Though-not yet
self-supporting it has struggled to do ity work of nsefulness-in'a
humble: way. The crusade against nguich bas been kept up. - A
publie apinion has been created and that strang agitation which
was; necessary @t the time .af .the start of:the Asswxatxon is n
longer requived, ., |

The multiplicity,of syork abjorbs al} the energy, time and
money, of the workers,, Thopgh, want of men. and money is felt -
in every departinent of Mork tha.nkwp.rq Que to the public for the
Zenerpus help oﬁel ed \ﬂnch it iy hoped, :will be extended wore,
liborally in'the futpre,

’L“éﬂ@ hE-
.Some estragty fran the Repqrt ot the Kebetiiya conferénce.
. Jn acknossledging with,thenks the reoeipt of your faveyr of.
fhe 25th  Januagy, 19038 [ awr. divected to, give ‘helow & shori
acqqunt of the movement, called the Kyhatixiya ¢lonference, -
The Kslattriya, now commonly called the;, Khatries, forin a
xer;,q,unper(:aut :partion of the Hinda, population of. India: They
inbabit almosi all,the papts in the country, but. they., predominate



107

in the Punjab and the United. Provinces of Agra and Oudh,
The: Maharaja. of Burdwan alse belongs to the same communi-
ty It is divided into Sections and Sub-Sectians. .toe nu-
merous to be mentioned in such a short paper. With the advance
of education and ciyilization in the country a desire crept up in
the minds ‘of sensible men to unite all the Sectjons and splrseCj
tions into home geneous whole and to bring them together on &
common platform. The actual idea came. to the uppermost of
the mind after experfencing the; difficulty of the marrlage-ablq
circle among the several sub-sections being very muqh nar-
rowed. The trouble to which the members of gommunity were
subject in not being admitted into sqciety after their travels
and educaticn,in foreign countries which threatened to..be a
formidable barrier in the way of the advancement of the com.
munity, served as an impotus.

InOctober 1888 when the Indian national Congress was going
to hold its sinings at Allahabad it was hinted in the Kiatrd Hiskari,
(for the same month, a well organized Urdn monthly Journa,l)
issned from Agra that a conference, though, on & small seale,
might Ve held at Allahabad at the time when the Congress meets

zhere urging an informal conference of the Khairi &eledates to

the National Congress nothm,, substa,ntml was done there. The
idea was however kept in view by those in who«e heart the ﬁre
was first kindled by the Invisible hand.

It was in 1888 -when the Indian. National (jongress met at
Lncknow that the question of holding & conference of the - com-
wunity got a substantial impetus., All the Kshattriya gentlemen
present there wera consulted in the matter and they promised
help, Some pra.cfnoa.l ‘shape was therefexe given to the ideg at the
time when the Congress met: at Lahore in 1900, The long
looked for. Gonference of the. Ksha.th iya Gommnpnity was held, for
the first time at Lahore on the 26th December 1900 ,pnder the
preﬂdentahlp of the an ble Sir Baba, Khem Bingh Bedl- K.

. L, the ucknowledgeq head of the Sikh Gommunity and g des-
cendant of Guyn Nanak and trusted alik ri_y tha people and the
Government. About 000 delegates’?‘p 2,000, visiters were pre-
sent, . The. Hon'ble Rai  Baksdyr Madon Gopal, M. A., Barat



108

Law, Chairman of the Reception Committe wélcomed - the dele-
gates and the résolutions una,mmonsly adoptéd covered the ground
for reformation nrgently needed in the commaunity. - The gist of
the resolutions'is as follows :-—

‘I. That Local Committees be' orga.mzed at every dxstnct and
statibh where there is a sufficient nnmber of ‘the Khatrieq
present.

II. That a strenuous effott be made’to unite the different
sections, sub-seciions and groups into one homogeneons caste.:

I1I. That a history of the community be prepared.
1V. That a’ Control Committee with fts head-quarters at
Lahore be appointed to carry on'the work of the Conference,

V. Thata monthly jéurnal be started as an‘ organ of the
same ‘Conference.

VI. That a Session of the Conference be held every year at
suitable time and place.

' VII‘ That thé unnecessary expenses and -customs'at mar-
riages and deaths be curtailed, ‘

VIII. Thét'a fund he started to help the Ksha.ttriya. widows
and orphans, =
. IX; That the Hon’ble Rai Madon Gopal M. A. Bar-at Law,
bé thanked onbehalf of the Conference for his kind promise to send
# suitable youn gman to Japan for technical education at his own
expense. '

- " In June 1901 an extra.—ordmmy session of the Conférence
was held at Bareily tinder the presidentship of Raja Ram Behari
Kapur of Burdwan in Bengal to-consider abont the proposal of the
Census bfficer to place’ the Khafries in group III, under the
'head of the’ Vmsha.yas and ‘allied Castes, and thas to deprive the
Khatiis ‘of the original name of Ksha.ttu) as. About 600 gentle-
men were present. It was ‘resolved there to submit & memorial
to the ‘Government of India on the subject and also a Committee
¢ called the Khatri Central Education Commiitee whs orga-
niz. . there with its-head . quarters .at Benares: to look to the
educational neads of the community. The objéct of this meeting
was full ? gained as the Government on'the Yeceipt of the menio-

riat* hedepted ‘the. ¢laims ' of ‘the Khatrles to be reckoned as the
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KEshaitrivas. The reply from M. Riselr, Censas Commissioner
of India is enclosed.

The Second Session of the Conference was held at Jamma whera
Rai Saheb Diwaa Amar Nath Nanda, Goverdor of Jamna Provisce
in Kashmir and Jammu State had iavited it, on ths 20th and 21st
October 190L More thsn 4.000 gentlomea wers present. Rai
Babadur Master Pyarelal of Delhi, lately Inspector ¢f schools in
the Punjab presided. The resolations adopted were thoss passad ab
the first Coaforence with the exception of Resolution IX snd the ad-
ditions. To Resolution I it wad addei that Updeshak fand be
opened to appoint preachers for the purposa of establishing Local
Committees and to help the Commitees already established which
numbered aboat 30 at that tima. To Resolution II[ it was added
that o collect the material 8 Sub-commities of some 7 members ba
appointed. A resolution was also added that the early marriages be
stopped aod the marriageabls age for beys and girls be fixed at
16 and 12 respectively. It was also resolved to open scholacshipa for
technical edacation. Am appeal for the cnnference -fund was
made by Lali Amolak Ram Sebgal, Plesder of Rawalpindi snd about
Rs. 3000 were promised at the spol. As regards the jonrnal a
membee of our Commites offared his services and hag since started
s mouthly joarnal in Urdu which be i3 now going to make fortnio'ht-
ly very shortly.

The third session of the conference was held at Deun on the
25th, 27th and 23th Decomber 1902 at the time of the coronation
of H. 1. M.oar* Emperor, Edward VII, and Maharajs of Bardwan
presidled. He opened the proceedings of the Conference in & lucid
and short speech full of zeal. About 1,000 delogates and 2000
visitors were present, ‘The gist of resolutions passed is a8 follows :—

L That an address of congratulation be sent to H, I."M.
King-Emperor throagh H. E. The Viceroy and Governor General on
account of the coronation.

[L That an address of eongratulation be presented to Maha-
raja of Burdwan:at she time of hia installation o the Raj Gudds.

[ILl. That Local #3bias bo organized where they- do wot exist
before,

IV. That updehal fund be helpe] in évery way. "



110

V. . That the Spbseptioss apd groups by united together and
that local, temporary minor differencss be doue away withe:

VI. That the dosemittee to pollegt the waterial for histery be
strepgthéned and about i mora mewbers bo added therete; .,

VII. That s SupComuittes be appointad 19 lpok to $he helps
ing of the widows and orpbansdot' the commmunity,
. VIII. Wish:regard ,to:;the - early marcinges iv. was further
emphasise] that the bridegroom be elder.thpn ghe bride by 1-4th
her age. .o .. -
1%, The.resolution of re-opeging, the schqlarships he affirmed,,

X+ That the Central Comuwittea be further strengthene,

X« Ths$ marrjage, andgd@ath .expenses and custpms bacurtailed,

XIL That,s memorial bespbmitied to the Governmeqt request-
ing that the, desixéns Kbat,ri youog men ha recruited in, the Jndisn
Arpy.. .
XL Th-xt; A genaxal fund be started ta Jxelp tbp daﬁ'emt
brauches of the Couferﬁuca work. .

XIV. .The necessity pf & regular orgsn wag empluumed o

. 1. XV, The neceesity.of lolding annual Sassions/of the Confes.

snce was further affirmed, .

XVI asd XVII1 Thunkedt he Dehli brethren for their hospi-
tality . pnd the Maharaja of Burdwan far his kinaly presiding at the
celiberations of the Conferénce. ‘
¢ .. rBeéfore concluding this short account of this. iportant “wove.
mont in Upper Indis I nlay.mention that thé people are aw.. sving
with the time., Thera exist af present.abont 100.Local Cominitiens
jn tbe Pupjab and the United Provinces of Agra uud Qudl; who are iy
& way.affliated or correspond; with tha Kshattdya G inference Central
Caramitice «at. Lahore. 1'alto sand yon the rales of epustitution of
thr Gentral Commitiee. A 1Sy, of the. Tribuus dateJ (tha 24tk
,Ignua.ry 1903 1s alge seqt which gives the pbstract, of, the procesd.
ings the last Conferedce at Delhi, 'I'he ﬁrsh , feport Qf tbo Conferen ¢
js sent herewith, 'I‘bq segond is ig press 8qd the third ie; coyrse of
prepamt\qn .

. Draft: Rules of Co:mtu,*.utmu for I'he Kshatriya Confprence, Cen-
tral Lomm:ttee. .

I. Nama.—-’l!}xa u;upeof the,, Compwiitee i is “The Kahatnya
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Conference;, Contral Committde,” or .%¥ ’l‘h’et.Kshatriya -Conféreuce,
Sadr Sabba,":and its hendqmrteis will be at Lahore..'~ ‘
1 Olrjects.-—- Thy objetts of the Committéd are— '
{a).—To orgdnite the holdmg of the Ahnua! Conferences in

dxﬁ'erem: parts of In(ha. !

" (G)—To prowde- means 'for carrymg (mt thh oi)Jécts of “ﬁhe
Conference.” *°" ° b

(c).—To induce and ‘endonradé the members of the stxﬁtnya

community to give effect to the Resolutions of the Cosference. -

" (d). -—-To establish Jocal’ Sabha.,, and 16 supervise thelr workmg

(¢)-—To pronofa the ‘welfarg ot the' Kshdtriya® cotnmnmﬁy,
specially educatidnal, sotial dud ‘material, ©. 1 . R

I Members.~~The ' following’ ﬂlay 'be - bemberd ‘of 'the
Committee :— -

(a)—All Kshatrryas, of uh§tever denommahou, elected by the
local Sabha ( where it e;xgts) in oeneml meetmg of its members,
and where no such So'ohas exxsts, %y a puB‘hc meetm% of the ‘Kshat-
riyas in “the locality. ' © ‘

" {b).—Presideats and Secfetanes ! of the’ioqal Sabhas w:ll he e
officio Members of the Committee, . .~ U .

(e)—Gentlemen’nominated the E;ectue (.oomxmttee who! da anot
como under the above category. «j .y sy poyn ' !

V. Sul»crzptwn.—-—Every Membe: of thq K shatnya iConfer.,
ence Oentral Lommxtyee' shall pay in advanm ab ,{east Re,. 1, as
aonual subsc;iptxon , .

" *Extracts frém Maharaja. of Birdwan’s Qpenmo sp ecl'x “ab tb?
Third Ksbattriya Conferehce as ifs President ‘ate glven belo“’

Réepectad Friendsiand Brethred, ©* 7 AR

ATl sogial, religioub and political qneshom‘shoum ‘have a pre-!
per share of our cere and cousideration. The edueation . of . our boys'
and glrls, suche up-bringiog of the young Saraswats, as. wpuld; en-.
able them to proper’]y officiate at religious ceremonies, the support gf
the deshtute w1dows and orphans, the curtajlment of nuptml and
other ‘ceremonial expeﬁses and ‘the admlsslon Qf wﬂhn& acd able
Kshatiiyas inte the Native' army, are Somb of the unportaut ;rof)lems
that should engage our immediate attention. = ¥ .*

I ‘caunot fitly, voucluds Iithout remindiug .you of*the tiost’

v
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auspicious occassion ‘that has facilitated this happy mesting. of so.
many representative ' Kshatriyas, I meau the coronation 'of His
Imperial Mpjesty tbe Emperor of lndia<~under whose sway we
“ live, moye and haye pur being”, whosa gracious protection, renders
all endeavours for our national improvement possible and whose
beneficent rule, like tha soothing grace of Heaven, is helping the
regeneration of out gountry and is steadily making for her restora-
tion to her ancient glory. The very thought of the numerous bless.
ings of British rule in India, calls forth expsessions of one most
heartfelt and loving loyalty to the preat English- people and the
august Sovereign, who benignantly watohes over our destinies, Let
us therefore fervently pray to God .for1hp unending prosperity . of
England and the unalloyed happiness of our beloved: Emperor,

MADRAS PRESIDENCY.
Annual Report of the Madrag Hindu Social Reform
Association for 1901-02 from K, Vireshlingam Secretary.

Premises :—A spacious upstair -room hag been added
this year, by Rao Bahadur Viresalingam Pantulu Guru
to the building in which the Madras Hindu Social Re-
form Association is located. The upstair room is intend--
ed for ladies’ lectures &c., the down stair room being used
for the Asséciation’s meetings, social gatherings, reading
room and library, The committes tender their hearty
thanks to the donor for his valuable gift.

Members :—~There were 125 members on the rolls at
the commencement of the -year under review, Three
new members have sifice* joined the Association, thus
_makihg the‘number of‘ members 128 at the close bf the
year. .

Eaxecutive commiliee :—The Executive Committee con-
sisted of Messrs: K. B, Ramanath Aiyar, s, A, BL. L.T.
C. B, Bima Rao, 1.5, P, Lakshminarasu Najduo, B.A,
H. Narayana Rao, B..,B.L, ‘M, R, Ramaswami Sivan,



1138

B.A., M, A, Jayaram Pillai and Rao Bahadur K. Vir-
esalingam Pantulu (Secretary). The committee held
eight meetings during the year to transacb business.

General meetingy '—-Durmg the year 12 meetings were
held of which five were for business purposes,? ,agd the
remaining were of a social character.

Ladies’ lectures :—Four lectures for ladies were deli-
vered daring the year on following subjects—‘Water
and its uses” with illustrations, * How children learn
to walk,” ¢ Chemistry of water” with experiments and
“Truthfulness”. * A Magic Lantern exhibition was aglso
held, The committee hopes that the lectures will be
given more frequently next year.

Journal :—The Commijttee started a monthly mag-
azine under.the name of “the Voice of Progress’ to
help on the work of the Association, Mr. Viresalingam
Pantulu baving undertaken to bear the pecuniary risk
for one year. Orly eight issues of the journal were pub-
lished regularly and the committee regrets that it has
not been able to continue it

Widows .Home —At the beginning of the year there
was only one ward in the Home ; but there has been an
addition of two non-Brahman wards during the year.
All the three are studying in the Presidency. Trajning
School for Mistresses, Egmore. The Home was solely
maintained by Mr. Viresalingam Pantulu till the end of
March last when it was transferred to the Association.
The Home has since been placed under the kind care of
Mr. and Mrs, Viresalingam Pantulu. We are glad to
announce that Mr, Pantulu has made a gift of a two
storied building (No, 23) in the Vellala: Street, - Parasu-
wakam, for the Widows’ Home. . This House fetches a

monthly rent.uf R, 15 which sum is .utilised for the
15 .
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maintena'ﬁcé and education of the wards, Mr. Viresalin-
gam Pantulu having aceomcdated tbem in hisown bouse
to live in. 'As soon as the Association is registered under
Act XXT of 1860 Mr. Viresalingam Pantulu intends
formally travsferring to the Association by a' registéred
trust deed the house and ‘the funds belonging to the
Widows’ Home., The Widows’: Home' kas a fund of
Rs. 1,400 deposited with Messrs. Arbathnot’& Co., and
Rs. 16 with Mr. Virésalingam Pantalu. The Committee
is glad to bave beeti 4ble to fransfer to the Widows’ Home
Funds Rs. 100 this year out of Rs, 371 of the Widows’
Home Fundused by the Association for uther purposes
in the previous years. 1t is a good sign of the times that
four Hindu ladies of Rajahmundry’ should voluntarily
contributé Rs. 15 to the Widows’ Home Fund during the
year. The Association intends-appealing to the public
for funds for inaintaining the Widows’- Home after the
registration of the Association and the Widows' Home.

- Widéw muiriages :—Five widow marriages were per-
formed during the year. The remarriage of a young
Vaishnava <widow named Chokkamma with Mr. Sesha
Iyengar belonging to. Mysore Hebbar :Vaishnava sect
was celebrated.in the Association Hall on the 1Ith July
last. The remarridge -0f 'a Madbwa ‘young widow by
name Ramansmma who was an inmate .of "the - Widows’
Home “till { January ‘last' and who' paksed. the primary
examination ‘here, ivith Mr. P. Ramchendra .Rao, a
Smartha young wan of .Ganjam, was - performed at Ra-
jahmundry on the 13th September last. A Vaishnav-
young'widow of Rajahmundry named Venkata Ramanam-
‘ma was married  to Mr. B.:J, S, Prakasa Rha, a Smartha
gentleman- of Tenali, on.the 11th .October at: Guntur
wheré the Secretary of the Associgtion purposely. went
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for the macriage. 'The rvemarriage of another.young
Vaishnava widow of Chingleput Dt. named Venkata
Lakshmamma with'a Smartha yonng gentleman Mr. T.
V. Subba Rao, was performed at Rajahmundry whither
the Secretary of the Association went to,get the wmarriage
celebrated. = A Smartha Brabhman widow marriage was
celebrated on the 26th instant at Rajahmundry.

Finances :— At the beginning of the year there was a.
balance on hand of Rs. 177-8-3. The receipts during
the year ainounted to Rs. 279-7-6 and - the expenditure
to Rs. 248-9 0 thus leaving at the end of the year a bal-
ance on hand of Rs, 208-6-9. After transferring Rs. 100
out of this to the Widows’ Home there still remains a
balance of Rs. 108-6-9 on hand. -

The Committee thanks Mr. N. Seshagiri Rav Pantalu
B.A., for presenting a glass book case and Mr. G, Venkata-
swaini Naidu L.s, for presenting, a hanging lamp, to
the Association. .

The Committee regrets that the Association lLas not
been able to do as mych work as might have heen expect-
ed of it, but hopes that the new year will show better
results,

r———

YULES OF THE M. H. 8. R, ASSOCIATION.

1. The members of the Association, if heads of famil-
ies, shall be not less than 18, and otherwise not less than
21, years of age.

2. Every candidate for admission to the Association
shall send to the Secretary.an application,- ordinarily in
the form prescribed, supported by a.member of the Asso-
ciation When an application is,not so supported when
received, the Secretary may inquire if iy member would
sapportite  When the Execative Committee; with whom
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the admission rests in the first instance, reject an appli
cation, the supporter may appeal to a General Meeting of
the Association, convened as hereinafter provided, and
the Committee shall accept the decision of such meeting.

3. Members in the town of Madras shall pay in ad.
vance & monthly subscription of not less than eight
annas, provided that in special cases the Executive Com-
mittee may admit members on special terms, Mofussil
members shall pay in advance an annual subscrintion of
not less than two rupees.

4, The members may, attheir option, take one or
more of the following pledges, and the fact of their hav-
ing done so will be mentioned in the periodical reports
of the Association :—

(a). To educate their daughters or other female wards;

(b. Not to marry their daughters or other female
wards before the age of I1 ;

{c). Not to marry their daughters or other female
wards before puberty ;

(d). Not to marry their sons or other male wards be-
fore they are 18 years of age and able to support a family;

(¢). To partake of refreshments at a common table
irrespective of caste ;

(/). To partake of dinner ata common table irrespec.
tive of caste ;

{9). To dine with persons of one’s own caste who
have disregarded the prooihition of the remarriage of
women ; T

(k). To dine with persons of one's own caste who
have disregarded the prohibition of foreign travel ;

). To lead a life of purity ;

(5). Not to invité a nautch-woman - or .other fallen
womsan for singing, dancing'or other purposes ;
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(£). Not toattend any social entertainment where
such women are present ;

(. To abstain from the use of all intoxicatin li-g
quors and drugs,

5. The pame of any member who is in arrears
for more than three months may be removed from
the rolls of the ' Association by the Executive Commi-
ttee, who may readmit him on such termsas they may
deem fit.

6. Any member shall retire from the Association at
the request of a majority of three-forths of the members
present at a General Meeting at which not less than two-
thirds of the members of the Association shall be present,
nothwithstanding anything to the contrary laid down in
these rules regarding the qnorum necessary for a Gener-
al Meeting.

7. ThLe- office-bearers of the Association shall be a
President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, to be elected at
» General Meeting as hereinafter provided.

8. The mapagement of the Association shall rest in
an Executive Committee of seven members, of whom the
President, the Secretary and the Treasurer shall be ex-
officio members.

9, The Committee, mcludmO‘ the office-bearers, shall
hold office until the next succeedmo' election, but they
shall be eligible for re-election.

10. The Execative Committee shall ordinarily meet
once a month ; special meetings of the Committee may be
convened by the Secretary, whenever he thinks necessary
and shall be convened by him on the requisition of two
members of the Committep, and in the event of the Sec-
retary failing .or refusing to,do so it shallba in the power.
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of any three members of the Committee to convene a
meeting.

1. I’om‘ members of the Gomm.btee shall form a
quorum,

12. The Committee shall have power to fill up vacan-
cies occurring from timeto time, to delegate their powers
to sub-committees when necessary, and to make rules and
regulations as may be thought proper for the transaction
of thzir business.

13. Subject to the rules and injunctions that nmy
from time to time be laid down by the General Meetings
of the Association, the Executive Committee shall exer-
cise all such powers and do all such acts aud things as
are necessary to carry on the work of the Association,
and consistently with the rules herein laid down and that
may hereafter be framed by the Association, they shall
have the power to make such bye-laws as way be nece-
ssary for the management of the Association ;

Provided that any such bye-law may be rescinded by
a General Meeting of the Association, and provided also
that if any three of the members of the Committee
require any matter to be referred to a General Meeting,
it shall be so referred either by the Secretary, or in the
event of his failing or refesing to do so, by such members,
and the Committee shall ablde by the declswn of the
General Meeting,

-14. The Executive Committee shall submit an annual
report on the working of the Association, which shall be
placed: before the General Meeting.

:15: " A General Meeting of. the Association shall be
held in the month of November every year for: con-
sideration and adopting the Exeeutive Committee’s  re-
port-on the working of the « Association . daring the pre-



119

vious yehr, and for seecting the office-bearers and the
Executive Committee for the next succeeding year.

16. ‘The Secretary shall convene a Genezal Meetng
on the requisition of any six members ¢f the-Association,
and in the event of his. failing or refusing to do so, thé
requisitionists shall have’ the pbwer to conveng the, meet-
ing themselves. :

17. At least seven days notice sha.ll be given of
every General Meeting and one-forth of the members
shall form a quorum. for such meetings 3 provided that ip
the absence of @ quornm:at:-any Generak Meeting, an-
other meeting, after notice :fo-the members, shall be con-
vened the following week, and.'no quotum shall be
necessary for such & cond meeking. . . TN

18. Except where the'law prOVJ.db.S othex:mbe. ‘the
members who shall castitute a General Meeting or the
Associafion, within the meaning of these Rules, shall be
the members entered In the books ©of the Association
as residing in the city of Madras and of such mofussil
members of whose residence for the time being in: Mad-
ras the Secretary has notice. i CLt

19. The funds of the Assaciation may be mvested in
a Bank or Banks, jointly in the.names of the President,
the Secretary and the Treasurer, .who shall have, the
authority to sign cheques on the Bank and withdraw
woney thereabout.

20; True accounts shall be kept of the moneys receiv-
ed and expended - by the Execative Committee, who shall
prepare‘annually o balance sheet containing - & sumuary
of the assets .and liabilities of the Association, . Such ae-
«counts, with the vouchers and receipts, and such balanee
sheet shall be examined by an auditor or auditors appoin-
ted by the Committee; '=And -such auditor’s repdrt :shall
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form part of the Executive Committee’s reportreferred
to in Rule 14.
THE SANMARG SAMAJ, BELLARY.
RerorT FOR THE YEAR 1902.
Mr. Sabapathy, the President of the Samaj, writes:—

The Sanmarg Samaj, Bellary, was established in 1887
for the religious and social revival. It has "been working
always on non-sectarian principles in religion and on
rational interpretation of Shastras in social reform,

The Sam4j has been carrying on a wide propaganda
in the several Districts by means of lecturing in large
towns and also preaching. to the ryots in the villages
which work has been done by the Honorary Secretary
of the Samaj Mr. R.. Jagannath,

In one of the villages of the Bellary District, as the
result of -the preaching of the Secretary of the Samaj,
two families of ryots, whose elders were converted to the
Roman Catholic Religion, were re-admitted into Hin-
duism, and they are freely now associated by the other
royts of the village.

In the cause of temperance, the Institution has been
working very vigilantly, and it has- succeeded in getting
an arrack shop closed by a long and vigorous fight with
the Revenue authority. .

One of the Members of the Samaj, Mr. K, Venkata
Rao, Pleader of the District Court and Chairman of the
Bellary Municipality, has set a very good and noble
example by . visiting . Great Britain and the Continent
during’ the year, and has been now delivering aserie s
of lectures in the Samaj Hall. on every Sunday on bis
experience of the Continent and Great Britain and
Ireland tolarge. audiences, bringing prominently to the
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notice of the andiences the graat _advantages of such tra-
vels not only to individuals but ‘also, to India generally.
These lectures are largely attended by both the orthodox
and the heterodox people and .listened to with great ea-
gerness,

Had it not been for the_ plague, famine and other
troubles, the propaganda work of the Samaj would have
been more fruitful.

e
HINDU sochL BEFORM ASSOCIA’RION,
. TRICHINQPOLY. .
Mr, S. M. Baja Ram Rao Secretary writes :—

I have the honour to submit o yon. a shert, report of
the work done; by the ¢ Hiudu Social.Reform Association,”
Trichinopoly, during the year ending the lst December
1902, The year began with 14 members op .the roll,
and with 2 resigpations and 2 ¢dmissiong in the course.of
the year, the number of members at the, close was.l4-
Mr. T, V. Saminatha Iyer B. A., T, T,; having resigned
the honorary Presi_dentship, Mr. T, Desikachariar B.A.,
B. L, was elected in his place. - A special meeting svas
held to frame and. adopt rales for. the better Workmo'
of the association. Three public lectures werg de_hvered
under the auspices of this association, Mr, K. V., Jem-
bunath Iyer B.A,, B.L., delivered an,address:on ¢Wo-
man's mission ” and Mr. H, Malim M.A;, E.M.U., was
in the chair. Mr. Sri Krishna Sarma led s discussion;on
the question, of * Higher JEducation of the women of
India" Dy reading an.able paper on. the subject. Mr.
S. M, Raja, Ram. Bao delivered, a leciure on the % Methods
of Social Reform,” a full report of waich :vas, published
in the “Indian Social . Reformer ¥ (Bomba.y) Thongh

-the. work dane. js not quite satisfactory, yeb, it (is hopeful
16
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to note that- the yorng men of Trichinopoly are taking
an increasing interest in the working of this association
and the success of our meetings is due to their prescnce
in largenumbers and the moral support thus lent to our
cause.
CENTRAL. PROVINCES.
Repogr For 1902,
Mr. Waman Mahadeo Kothatkar from Nagpur writss :—

The most noticeable’évent in the year’s history of
social reform in the Centfal Provinces is the celebration
of a widow-marriage at Nagpore in last June (1902).
The bride and the bridegroom both belonged to respect-
able families of the Telugu community, but this is not
the first widow marriage here in that community.
There have been already two marrizges before ; but the
remarkable feature in this year’s marriage was that the
bridegroom came from that class of educated persons
which. is so loud now-a-days in its advocacy of a
religious revival. This circumstance, it-is believed, bad
an appreciable effect on public opinion which had under-
gone a considerable change for the better here as else-
where during these 20 years. Re-married persons are
now no longer looked upon as odious members of the
Bramhin community, and some of them find easy access
to places from which they were to be religiously
excluded by the orthodox during the eightees.

Another reforra which promises to be brought into
vogue here eré long is the non-disfigurement of Bramhin
widows. ~The regson is that the sentiments of the ortbo-
dox'in the Deshastha Bramhin community in the matter
being more reasonible and ‘humane than those of the
cerresponding section, among fheir Konkanastha bre-
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thien, and the Deshastha community being stronger and
more important in this Province, reformers find it. an
easier task to prevent the disfigurement here than in the
Bombay Presidency where the Konkanastha element is
very strong. [know a tew very respectable families in
the Konkanastha ecommunity Lere which have given
practical adhesion to the reform during this decade, and
it is very gratifying to learn that the reform has the
heartiest support from the female members of those
families.

The Central Provinces, although comparatively
backward in education, can boast of having sent to
England a larger number of young wen than some of
the other Provinces. It was only last year that a
young gentleman from our Provinces won a place in
the coveted covenanted Civil Service of this country and
it is a pleasure to note that several men have come back
this year from Eungland aiter qualifying themselves . for
the Bar. The pilgrimage to the land of freedom is a
great help to social reform, and there is much reason o
believe that there will be no lack of pilgrims from here
in the years to come.

GWALIOR.
Rerorr For 1902.

Mr. Kamta Prasad, Secretary Kayastha Temperance
Societies, gives the following acconnt of the Kayastha
Temperance work in 1ndia for the year 1902,

As the exhaustive report of Kayastha Temperance
Societies of India, after being duly compiled, has been
gent to the press and is to be out after sometime, and as
the Secretary, Social ‘Conference India, desires me to
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sead the report sooner, I herewith give o brief out-line
of the work above mentiened s

(1) 'Eighty Temperance Agents are working in
different towns and villages of India under ‘the guidance
of General Secretary.

(2) The evil custom:of wine drmkma has totally
ceased at all'‘ceremonies of joy and marriage of boys - and
festivals especially the Holy Festival.

Twelve per cent. of the Kayasthas lave been
personally (though stealthily ) found indulging in wine
drinking, and to uproot even that much, strong efforts
have been continunally made,

~(8) It is a matter of regret that some of our
Temperance Agents'don’t work zealously, but 1 am glad
to see that one M. Sat Narain Persad (Sirivastava
Dotsrai}, of Bansgao, District Basti, bas worked so
zealously, as to secure .1588 pledge-holders this very year.

(4) "The number of new pledge holders of this year
i¥' 2510 or in tther words, as many persons have {aken
pledge against intoxicating liquors, *

(5) ‘Ten ‘new Temperance Agents are made this
year.

(6) Ten thousand pamphlets (containing a verse
on the evils of drink ) haveé Eeen 1ssued on the occasion
of Holy Festival in the month of March, which proved a
great success.

(") A very good address of welcome and hearty
congratulations was sent (in a casket) to the Upper
India Office London, at the auspicicus ogeasion of the
Coronatian of His Most Gracions dMajesty King hdward
VII through Resident, Gwalior,

(8) Welcome letters were sent to His Exeellency
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the Viceroy and different . Kings and Princes of, India
at the Delhi!Coronation Durbar which secured receipts.

(9) Congratulatory letters were gent to His High-
ness the Nizam of Hyderabad and various Princes and
Nawabs of India, for the titles and honours offered upon
them at the Delhi Coronation Darbar which too secured
receipts.

(10) 2396 postal despatches were made this year,
excluding telegrams,

(11) The money being very little, one thousand
copies of appeal were published, which met. with en-
couraging success,

(12) Letters both as reply and receipts were re-
ceived from the Princes and men of position in India and
those of Europe.

(13) Grand receptions were given to Raja Murti
Manoher Babadur Asaf Jahee and Raja Inde Karan ‘Asaf

« Jahee ( both being men of position in Hyderabad State)
on the Gwalior Station.

(14) Besides other despatches and forms, a Tem-
perance Diary was sent to the Agents, for getting down
their daily Temperance work on it,

(15) 'The income of this year is Rs, 493, as. 3 and
pies 9 and the expenditure is Rs. 490 as, 6 and pies 7.

(16) We could examine the total abstinence from
wine drinking of 636 new Kayastha families (or families
not yet examined) containing 5283 persous, of whom
4353 abstain totally from wine drinking, This shows

12 per-cent. of the Kayasthas .are intemperate, Every
year new families (or those not yet examined). are exa-
mined in total abstinence, so that after a long tlme, the
state of total abstinence in the whole circle of Kaya,sth&
families will be made known,.
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(17} We received informations of 173 festivals of joy,
in which 19093 men took part, but no one was found
indulging in drink and nobody was supplied with the
same,

S m———————

N. W. P. MATHURA.

Reeror ror 1902,

In the 7th Report of the Sanadya Mahamandal, Mathura,
for 1900, Mr. Jugalkishna Pattah, writes :—A grand
meeting was held on the 28th December 1900 at Mathu-
ra of the above body. Delegates from various parts
were only already duly received on the station and well
housed. After worship of the Vedas and Shri Ganesha,
Pandit Palia Raghovaji Maharaj of Savner, Nagpur, was
voted to the Chair. The Chairman congratulated the
audiencé on getting so large a number of Sanadhyas
together and insisted no the great importance of educa-
tion. The Assistant Secretary Pundit Makni Prasad
read the reports.of the various local Sanadhya Subhas.
The following rules were adopted :—

That children should be taught Sansckrit or Nagri
from the 6th year; that nautch should be discountenanced;
that money payments from brides should be dis-
continued; that young girls should not be wedded to old
men; that no boy should be married under 16 ; that other
marriage and- birth expenses should be curtailed; that
widows of the Sanadhya Brahmin caste should be taken
care of ; that a genersl fund' for all Sanadhya Bramhin
boys and girls be started for their education or main-
tenance etc, ; that preachers be engaged. Branch Assncia-
tions at Muzafarnagar, Akrabad, Barotha, Gadaya Nelon,
Aligar, Patiala, Ferotabad, Itmatpur, Agra, Mirer, Ma-
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hawan, Brindaban and Mundasau, were affiliated to the
Mahamandsl and their reports filed,

ALWAELE (RAJPUTANA).

Mr. Jagannath Parsad, Secretary Bhargava Sabha,
writes ;e

The thirteenth annual meeting of the Bhargava Sabha
Agra washeld at Alwar (in Rajputana) which may be
called the centre of Bhargava commiunity during the
Christmas week 1901, Pandit Kanhya Lal Bhargava Rais
of Jaipur and the Vice-president of the Bhargava Sabha
Agra presided. About 150 delegates from different places
attended the meeting. 1st day (a) the members were
selected from different districts for the Subject Commitee;
(b) The Bhargav Sabha Agra Proocedings were read and
passed. 1t gave the following details :—

1. The result of the annual examination of the board-
ers in the Bhargava Boarding House at Agra was satis-
factory.

II. About 22 widows were given aid at Rs, 2-8a
month from the Widow Fund' and a poor fellow unable to
support himself as well. All these are of the Bhargava
commnmnity.

III, Updeshaks are doing their daties to the utmost.
satisfaction of their superior oﬁicers

1V. Bhargavas have an organ *Bhargava Pattrika ®
which is being issued monthly from Ajmere and in which
the social reforms are discussed for the year and then
considered at the annual meeting.

V. A Bhargava Reading Roomis also established in
1901 attachied to the Bhargava  Boardiug House at Agra .
for the public ben¢fit and the Bhargavas in particular,

VI. Bhargava Commercial Bank at Jabalpur under
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_the direct management of Rai Bahadur Lala Dahasi Lal,
Rais, Banker and Hony. Maglstrate of Jabalpur,is in a
prosperous condition,

VII. Bhargava students arefbeing supported from the
Sabba, of whom one is in the forest department, the other
in the agricultural school at Cawnpore, the third at
the Roorkee Engineering College. The remaining are
the Agra College and School® students: located in the
Bhargava Boarding House Agra.

VI A Resident Superintendént was appomted for
the Bhargava Boarding House¢ Agra.

IX. Bhargava directory prepared at the last census
was revised and passed,

X; A book in the name of the Bhargava. House at
Agra was again proposed to be prepared and published
for the information of the public and in memory of the
founders of the same.

XI. A boarding house at Alwar was also established
for the education of primary studentsin addition to that
of Rewari already existing and in a flourishing condition.

XII. Resolved that.Sanskrit-and religions education
would be compulsory to the Bhargava Boards.

Kishori Baman Pathshala is-doing good work and is in
an improving state. It is exclusively supported by the
firm of Thakur Kishori Ramanji an cndowment of a
deceased Bhargava, and some, aid is received from the
municipality at Muttra.

X111, Female education is also bemo‘ imparted to
Bhargava girlsat Muttra, =

XIV.. A codeis being prepared to Limitthe scale of
‘expenses:in marriage, deaths .&c. and’ bther ‘cercmonies
- relating thereto.
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BENGAL.—MONGHYR. ‘

Mr. Ram Sahay, General Secretary, Kayashtha Sabha,
writes :—

1. There has been very little work done by this Subha
on account of plague in the greater part of the year,

2. There have been about 15 sittings of the Sabha
during the year under report,

3. There are few orphan boys who are given English
education from the Sabha fund.

4. There are three helpless widows maintained with
the Sabha fund.

5. The efforts of this Sabha are specially direeted
towards,~—

(1) reduction of expenses in marriage and shradh
ceremonies.

(2) female education.

(3) raising of marriageable age.

(4) total abstinence from all sorts of intoxicating

liquors and drugs.

(5) prevention of sale of marriageable girls.

6.. The Sabha snnatched away an orphan girl from
the hands of her crnel cousin who had already settled to
sell her for 400, to be married .with an old man of 60
years of age with white leprosy, and married her. with
a young man of with sufficient means of livelihood. The
cost to the Subha fund is about 200 rupees in celebration
of this marriage *

SOCIETY OF THEISTS.
SoME RULEs,.

(2).—No person, who drinks spirituous liquor or in-
dulges in intoxicating drugs or leads an .immoral life,
should be a member.

17
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(7) —The Society should try to advance the cause of
purity, prayerfulness and the best interests of every man
and race, so far as it can.

(9).—The Society should, undertake to help the widows
and children of dead members to the Lest of their ability.

LAHORE-
The Repert of the Lahore Temperance Assoeiaticn.
FIRST YEAR,

1. Origin—The Association was started by some
enthusiastic young men on the 9th September, 1899.

2. Meetrngs—Till its first anniversary in Decom-
ber 1900 it held very successful meetings in Brahmo
Mandir. Union - Academy, Mission High School,
Wachhowali Arya Samaj, Islamia College, etc. Each of
these meeting was presided by a staunch advocate of the
Temperance cause. For some months the Association
continued to hold its weekly meetings at Raja Harbans
Singh’s Haveli with great success.

8. First Anniversary.-——-The first anniversary was
celebrated with great eclat in the Union Academy Hall,
Raja Dha,yan Singh’s Haveli. A grand Temperance
procession passed throuvh the main stteets of the city. On
the 24th December Mau1v1 Shah Din, B. A., Barrister-
at-law : Mr. Justice P, C. Chatterjee and Lala Haus Raj,
B. A, Principal, D. A.-V, College, presided at the diffe
rent sittings. Some of the best speakers of Labore spoke
on the occasion.

On the 25th a new Dramatic ‘performance was given
ta an audience consisting -of at least 15 hundred souls.
Friends came from Amrltsa.t and Bhera to attend the
anniversary meetin gs.
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SECOND YEAR.

1. Special meetings.—A special meeting was held in
January on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s death. Lala
Dharm Dass, Suri, Pleader, presided at the meeting.
In February, Revd. Thomas Evans was cordially received
by the Association. A grand meeting was convened in
the Mission High School under the chaiemanship of M.
Shah Din, B. A., Bartister-at-law.

2.  Open air work,—Open air meetings were held in
different parts of the city to approach the masses who
never attend public meetings. Touching songs were sang
and telling speeches were made by the members Tem-
perance truths were preached at Shalamar Fau' Baisakhi
Fair and Holi,

3. Very successful public meetings were held in Union
Academy, Forman Christian College, Brahmo Mandir,
and D.A.-V. College,

4. Work in the mufassil. ——In August a Temperance
deputatinn visited Amritsar, Batala Gurdaspur, Kartar-
pur, Jullundur and Umballa. New Tewmperance Societies
were established at Batala, Gurdaspur and Umballa.

5. Anniversary.—The second "andivarsary -was a still
grander success. We had Babu A, C. Majumdar, Nawab
Fateh Ali Khan Qazilbash and Dr, J, C. R. Ewing as our
Chairmen. Most learned and enthusiastic speeches were
made by the leading Temperance meu of Lahore and the
mufassil, The procession this time was a unique success,
Friends came from Awmritsar, Bhera, Jhelum, Jullundar
Guardaspur and Wazirabad to join the anniversary.

THIRD YEAR..
1. ' Receiption of Mr. John Smedley, J. P.—Deputation
from Anglo-Indian ‘Lemperance .Association Londoa.
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Two very grand meetings were held in his honor—one in
the Town Hall and ‘the otherin the Union Academy Hall.
An Evening Party was given to Mr. Smedley.

2. Public meetings.—Very largely attended meetings
were held in the F. C. College, Brahmo Mandir, Union
Academy (Raja Dhayan Singh’s Havelj),

3. A special meeting was held to express joy on the
Coronation of the Emperor Edward VII, It was presi-
ded over by Rai Sahib Lala Bishen Dass,

4, Open-air work,—This work continued with un-
abated zeal and enthusiasm., This year two special open-
air meetings were held in Dhobi Mandir to approach the
:poor -Dhobis who are much added to driak.

5. Mufussit work.—About 15 members of the Aswo-
ciation went to Gurdaspur to join the first aniversary
of tne Temperance Society there. A Dramatic perfor-
mance “ The Tragic Cup ” was given,

6. Miscellaneous work.—Our workers gave scveral
‘other Dramatic performances on some important occa-
sions, Qur Bbajan Mandli helped the Arya Samaj,
Sanatan Sabha, Prem Sagar Sabha, Victoria College and
somne other bodies in tbeir respective processions.

Distribution of Literature —1,000 copies of Sharab Di
Sith, 500 hundred copies of miscellaneous Punjab Bha-
jans, 2,100 copies of Urdu Bhajans, 1,400 copies of our
rules and 8,000 leaflets have- been printed and circulated
amongst the public.

7. Our thanks~The 'Association thanks all - the
gentlemen who hive 1a'any way helped the'work of the
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Association, We offer onr ‘sincere thanks to Hon’ble
Mr. W. . Caing and My Frederick Grubly. of .the

Anglo-1ndian Temponnce Association who have always
helped the Association with their suggestions as weﬂ as
Ly regularly supplying a goodly nuwmber of their, valu:
able paper Abkari together with a number of other.useful
publications




134

APPENDIX L

DR. BHANDARKAP.’S bHOLAPORE ADDRESS.

The follovsmo* is the fu]l text of the Presidential
address dehvered by Dr,RVG ‘Bhandarkar . a. Ph.
n, c I, E. at bholaput or Sunday thie 26th October :—

' Ladiés and Gentlemen, Hitherts Tudia hss llved, an
individual life and not a cerporate or national life,; The
advancement of the individual was the object of thought

and endeavour with Hindus..-and a4 spiritual goud is
superior to temporal, attention was especially devoted to
the former. Profound religious conceptions were deve-
Ioped in the minds of the gifted ones of the race, and
the summum bonum was found in union with God and a
condition of perfect purity and holiness which did not’
admit of the ordinary distinctions between right and
wrong which pre-suppose an imperfect moral condition,
But these gifted Hindus had in all likelihoud no concep-
tion of a national existence and therefore did not concern
themselves with questions about the national weal. We
bave an extensive religious poetical and legendary litera-
ture, but no work on politics or history. Whatever
happened in the political world, the people generally
followed the even course of their cccupations undisturbed
by it. The great grammarian Patanjali and his pupils
guietly pursued the studies of grammar while a town very
near the place where they lived was beseiged by a Yavan
who was probably Menander, a prince belonging to the
-Graco-Bactrian dynasty, as if they were totally unconcer-
ned with it. Similaly, in Jatter times, other princes. of
that dyasty and foreign tribes of the names of Sakas,
Kushanas, Abhuas and Gurjaros established themselves in
‘the country, but the Indian population at large does not
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seem to have ever troubled itself with the matter and took
no part in ‘these political revolutions. This portion of
our history we have entirely forgotten ; because the
forcign 'race that settled in the country became Hindas
and were relegated to the Kshatriya or Sudra caste, The
various tribes in Central Asia that poured into the
country had no specific religion of their own and became
worshippers of Siva or Vishnu. In later times Mahomet
gave them a religion’ and since that time the invaders of
India formed a distinot commanity ivhen they settled in
the country. The incursions of-the Mahomedans were
not a new event in the History of India. They tere a
continuation of those of similar races of the pre-Mahome-
dan period, The people at large did not care who go-
verned them, and all that the conqueror had to do Wwas
to subjugafe the milltary classes. And this 'disregard
for corporateinterests shows ‘itself in trifling matters
also. Most of ‘our towns'in the Mahratta and Gujrat
country had ahd even have theix water closets with their
hind parts turned towards the streets,” They kept the
interior of their - houses ‘clean -and considered” the street
as the proper depository ofall sorts:of filth, and it was
nobody’s interest to see whether the streets weré kept
clean. The effect of this indifference to corporate or
uational intetésts was that from time to time the country
was governed by - foreigners. In social watters, some of
-our good customs such asma.rriages of.girls at a matare
‘age and the practice of widow marriage became obsolete,
burning of widows on the funern! piles of their husbands
which' had 'been discontinued ‘in' Vedic times, -was re-
ceived ; infanticide and the marriage of a great many
‘girls with one man cawe into use ; and these evils did
not attract the at ttention 'of anybody-and were allowed
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to grow. The number of eastes increased a thousand.
fold. The-germs of the caste system existed among the
European Aryaps'also. Tlie Patricians in. Rome f.rmed
at first & caste. There was no connubium with the DPle.
beann. -But. the Romins and the modern races were
actuated by an intense national'spitit and hence the dis-
tinction “had to give way, Jgnorance and poverty
graduvially increased,in our country and jt was reduced
toan abject condition,-bub now with our minds enlighten.
ed by our contract with Western nations we canuot
afford to be so indifferent to national or corporate in-
terests,

Tue Osikct oF Sociar REFORM,

We are on all sides pressed by -foreign nations: seeking
to profit themaelves at the expense of our country, and
in the keen dompetition. which has already set in we must
suffer' dnd: be reduced to a miscerable condition. It iy,
therefore, high tima to sef our house in .order so that the
energies of our people may have full scope and all.obstae-
les to our dévelopment in all departments' may be remoyed.
And this is the object of:Social Reform, The political
agitation that has béen going; on for so many years hag
forits object the redress of certain grievances: and. the
acquisitiontof the new political powers. But the, objeet
of social reform: with which I would here’ associate. moral
reform is to renderius fit for the exercise of these powers,
The social 'reform ‘movement, -therefore, is of greatep
jmportance’ than the bther in so. far as it secks. to .rendep
the -nation-ivigarous’ and {free- from sogialobstacles and
rvestrictions.: : Those of ws, thati have séen its importance
have’ been..endeavopring .for more than sixly years to
introduce Tertain reforws into, our sogiety,
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A Review ofF THE MovEMENTS.

And I will devote a short time to the- consideration uf
the bistory of Social Reform, in order that thé experieace
of these years may serve us as a guide in our fature
endeavours. Female educaiion began to be practically
undertaken about the year 1848; and schoois for teaching
girls were establishéd in the principal towns, Af first.it
was in the bands of private individuals only, and- latterly
Government has taken it up. But after all, the result is
very imperceptible. The custom of early marrriages
necessitates the premature removal of girls from schools
and thus the eanca.non thatis givenis of a very elementary
character. As ‘respects early marriage, there hag been a
perceptible improvement in the case of bdys who in Tare
eases &re at present married before the age of elgbteen at
least in those classes that "have come under inflaence of
new ideas. But the improvement in ths case of ‘tha girls
is very little. ' In some cases. they are kept unmarried till
twelye, but even that I consider to be & very: eafly age
As regards widow marriage, the first- on this side
was solemrised in the year 1869 and therd havé been .a
good many more since then, but the number is far from
satisfactory, and this reform, I may, without countradic-
tion, say has not penetmted ‘very widely intoour society,
Even highly educated nafives - without the slightest
compunction, wheh théy become widowers even when
they are themselves forty-five or more, ma.rry "a girl of
ten or twelve instead of a _grown up widow.” A good
many are afraid openly to enter into socxal relations “with
a remarried widow and her husband. " In connection with
this, I may say that the heartless custom of scarificing
little girls by mating them with old men between fifty and
sixly years of age, still contxnues 'to flourish, and; it

18 -
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grieves my heart.to so say; even among educated men,
Alumni of the Deccan-and the Ephinstone. Colleges. The
plague which hag been committing dire ravages in our
country has. thrown. many a female child ‘into the condi-
tion of widowhood, i)ut there has been no educated man
during these five ygars to rescue any one of these helpless
creatyres trom her pmable sfate. 80 that, mxdgw-marrlage
gpon the, whole,, seems to have made every little
proorress. vlie e L
ot oS \VnERE ARL wu uume ™,

~ Baut m{dtyother resggct we are dlstxnctly gomg backward
since: weo began .to peak abgut Reform. _About 1850 a
secret sopiety- cquled Pa.ramhansa. qudah was: formed
in- -Bombay, i‘or the abolition of caste.” Since it was
coippospd ‘of ‘men who had :not the courage  to faco OppOBI-
tione the society’ became, delunct when the doings of the
auembers egan fo be talked. about outside. In. my earIy
days T remember whenever there was any, public’ move-
iient, 11 classes,: Hmdus,' Xarsts and 1\Iahomedanss Jomed
in- it'and & feeling of bxotherhoodrgmtgd among “them,

But inj these days, we-, find these clacses conductmg
such public moyements Lmdepleudenlly af - each other, and
even the veparate casfes of Hindus, foll?wmg suxte‘ There
is ‘s great; or;pyen-greater estrangement between ‘these
Jar ge classes-and, Hindu castes . than ghere exxsted before
Social Reform was, thought of. ' :[here are sepa.rate clubs
of . Brahmans,, baraavaﬁs or« Shenvxs, Chandrasemy,a,
Eayasthsand 9Daxvadnya, What can be more discourag-
ing to the heart pf asincere refox'mex than this condxtwn
of thmgs? Not only Jhas no progrpss been made, towards
the upion of these classes zmdi castes, but ‘the dxﬂ'erences
bew ‘een then have become acccnluated e Where are we
going ?” is the question that cunstantly ‘troubles’ my heart.
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I may here make a pammg allusxon to the rather bmter
disputes between the Marathas and the Beahmans gomo'
on at Kollnpur and Baroda wlucp set this back-sliding of
ours in a Tarid light. I have already referred to the facﬁ
that during the pre-Mohamedan period the foreigners who
settled in the countrv becime Hindys, the dynasty that
ruled over Kamuj in the ‘eighth ani nineth centunes
originally beloxwed as has’ recently been prov'ed to 4
foreign race fh‘xt of the Gurjaras, and Mabendrapala one
of the pnnces of that dynasty is spoken of by the celebra’
ted poet Iajasekhiara who was his Gurt and called himself
a Mharashtriya in one place, as having sprung from 'the
solar race. Similiarly we have reson to believe t‘h.tt the
Charumans, Paramars, nnd the Sola,nkls belonoed ‘to'the
same race, But lhey h'we mn the colirse of timé become
Raiputs. If ‘foreigners could become Kshatriyas ‘i ﬁns
Wway, there is no reason why Mahamshrh Brahmms of
the present day should not snmlhar"y declaré ‘the th_)a.s of
I\oihapur and Baro&d to be I\ahmtrryas even supposmo'
that they ha\e ‘not, “descended from’ a Purinic’ Ime,
especially when a, Mahrata Brahman of greﬂ,t earn-
in r,'Gagabhata, decided that thié foander’ of the Mamtha
Emplre was A Kshatriya. "And, on ‘the other hand, one i
at & loss to see why such’ an importance %hould be atf’ach
ed to the performance of domestic cereniouies aceording
to the V'ednc ritual, But certamly it is devoutl) tobe
wished that in one way or the other this unseemly qarre]
should come to an end, e

- Caste vs NarioNaLITY, -

One of the Social reforms advocated Bv uq, vi'i.’, have!-
ling to foreign couutx ies has been pronlesswrr reoant[y at
n mpul rate. lta appears (o me. rlnﬂ every one “whao has
come moreé o¢ leas under the mﬂuence of ‘the néw 1deas is

LA NERE

e .
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réadj to go. ta Englarid, Japan or ofber coantries and the

only obstacle is the want of sufficiént funds. What tle
advocates of this reform look o is that the mea who
travel to foreign countries should on ‘their return be
received back in. tlieir castes. This is good as a temporary
measure, but if trith must be follgwed, it will not do to
i‘ggi?lrg the fact tiiz?,b most of those ivh'o;éo to England and
other countties are not able to adhereto the rules of caste
while in‘those countiies, ' The caste is thus in almost a))
éas;\e; ' gmétically' give’n‘ up. And to assume it again on
coming back’ to this country is'in my eyes going back-
ward, and points'td i{he‘in\'rétemti? nature of the institu-
tion by, means of which, though really giving up casté we
ostensibly or outwardly stick to'is. * From'all I have said
and a ‘ggb‘('f deal -more ‘that  falls undér ‘obgervation it
appears as if the germs of Qas!e formed an essential
jngredient of our blood. To eradicate them is perbaps
as jh‘qggless as’ drying "pp the Indian Ocean. The
race of Europe destroyed these germs in their infancy by
using the antidote of tbe spirit. of nationality ; in the
absence of that antidote the germs of the disesse have
had an extensive development, became extremely strohg
in. India and rendered the formation an Indian nationality
an jmpossibility. If, however, you' think we can form a
nation with caste let us try. But at least caste differen.
cesemust be forgotten'in Rr&cﬁ’qa'i matters, and we should
act’ towards each other as if no ciste differences exist
between us. Bub we should also’ ma;kg‘ a beginning in
the destructive ‘way ; aid thus eadeavour. to bring cbout
a i’t;:silgqﬁii pf §u§c 'astgs”a.fgd, lﬂxié, is ‘“{lxxat‘ one of the pro-
Jporitions béfore us contemplates, ~ This appears’ {o me
}«Oﬁ’b‘i a, promusing jnatter ; but even herg it will not do
{o be oo optimistic,
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CusTOM VS. SHASTHAS.
I have thus briefly gone over the principal planks in
the platform of the social reformer. In what I have

observed there is a great deal to discourage an earnest
reformer who beartly ,wishes that his country should
progess ; and one feels. inclingd to agree with.the late
Isvarchandra Vidyasagar that the Hindus would never
adopt social reform. But there is no causé for desp.ur.
Sir Auckland Colvin descrlbee I believe, our position
correctly in his article on India in the new volumes of
the Eneyolopedia Britannica -when'-he says —**Torpoe
is shaken off, and a nervoua activity .takes'the place’ of
silence and inaction. The Princess has arisen and maves
forward though with dazed eyes and uncertain steps
encumbered by the folds of her old-world garments.”
Having slept so long our eyes are dazzled, by the new
light we sée;we do not see our way cleaﬂy beloce us; our
steps are uncertain and we are encumbered by the folds
of our former garments. Bus our steps should certainly
become more certain, aid .endeavours :must he made to
cast off the encumbering folds. For this reasoun it appears
to me that the proposils you have made for establishing
& Central Reform Association at Bombay and bmch 2580~
ciasions in the districts js very good. Ve must by means
of lectures, pamphlets and leaflets educate public Opl-
nion of our people and bring them to receive the jus-
tice and reasonahleness of the reforms ‘we advocate, and
the dangers ahead which will overtake us if we reject
them. - At the same time we must form a strang hady of
reformed public opinion amongst ourselves, when men
of sixty marrying a girl of twelve or fathers marrying
their boys and mrls whep they are little children will be
afraid of, At thic same time, thosé who aré conducting
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this agitation for, social reform, should them-selves he
parsons who have shown, their §incer,ity, by introducing
one or other of their reformas-in their . family, -The
method often spoken .of; of winning over the spiritual
heads of the different:communities.and introducing re-
forms with their Jhelp'is,- [ ani afraid, not destined to
be  sudcoesful, Af thé same’time to - mterpret the
Shastraq 80 as to ma}e them wgree mth om' yiews
1s a ,methocl whxch 'ﬂso as cxtremely unpromnsmv
My view of gur peaple is that the great Sastra or gpiris
tual adviser whom they.obey is.custom, and if the. Gury
or ‘Sastrd goes against- this, they: will be disobeyed - and
set aside: The feasible plan; thetfore; appears 'io me to
b& silehtly it sincerely to “introduce the reforms wé
advocfuf,e 80 that in the course of t:me they may them;
clves bepome the prev ﬂlpg cusyoms. ‘But the great
question, id - whetber our conscience, has been sufficiently
aroused to enable us to. withstand, whatever oppsition or
persesution we may meet -with in. our.coarse, !If it is
not, 1(7 must be; if we are ‘to progress and not' sink lower
and lower antil’ iye are mped off the face of the éarth,
And there is anotﬁer queshon, will the idea of Social Be-
form m its elfi mspn‘e us thh the necessary emhusmm ?
In Bengal Social Reform is almost given up, by persons
who arenot members of the Brahmo™ Samaj,.and it is the
1atter ihstitution that conducts both religious and sceial
reformy ‘Things ‘hdve not dome to that pass here, as the
'pres&nt Conference shows. But the very slow progress
‘we. htwe made and the stéps backwarfi that we take'as



¥

143

well as the fact that a social feformer, more or less by his
own atts sets aside the Hindgo religion as .itis, make
one think that the oply efficacious way is ta, devise a
radical course of reforin based ‘upon thé rg:i&m‘x of Hindu
seligion. A religious l;ejief is'.ca’lcplated‘,‘tb invigorate
the conscience, and. social reform will then becomi¢ an
imperative ‘duty. But for obvicus reasons ,1:m1'1,st no
go into the question further and leave you to 'decide. the
whole matter for yourselves. ' ’
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Associations and Meetmgs Whlch elected Dalegates to
the 16th Indian Natlonal Soclal Conference,

© PN DS oo
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The Prartha‘ma Samag ——Bombay

Thie Arya Samaj :-~—Bombay.

The Atyan Social Union :—Bambay.

The Bhuleshwar Street Samaj :—Bombay.

A Public Meetmv of Social Reformes -—-“Bombay,

The Libérat Assocation :—Bombay.’

A Public Meeting of ‘sdcial reformers :—Bombay.

A Public Meeting of social reformers :—Bombay.

A Public Meeting of social reformers :—Bombay.

The Social and LiterarypAssociation :~Palanpur,

A Public Meeting of social reformers :—Nagpur.

The Hindu Social Reform Association :~Hydrabad.

A Public Meeting of social Reformers :~—Bdwda.

The Hindu Social Reform Association :—Madrase

The Arya Samaj :—Hyderabad

The Arya Samaj:—Bhownagar..

A Public Meeting of social reformers :—Gan-
tur (Madras Presidency.)

The Social Literary Associotion :—Ahmedabad,

The Prarthama Samaj :—Ahmedabad,

The Sapsar Sudhara :—Ahmedabad.

The Widow Remarriage Association :—Ahme-
abad.

The Social Parity Association :—Ahmedabad.

The Anjuman-i-Islam :—Ahmedebad.

-Tha Samasta Nagar Sabha :—Ahmedabad.

Vedaprachrami Sabha :~—Bombay.

S ——
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APPENDIX 1I,

Funds subscribed for, the ,Ranqde Socml Reforny Fund.
for the Bombay Presidency. ,

Tke Haou'ble Mr. G, K., Parekh . ... «. Rs/ 1500
The Hon’ble Mr. Chandavarker ot . o5c 3 1500
Mr, Dayaram Gidumal we. e e gy 1500
Mr, Lalshanker, Umiyasbanker = .o < ..o 5 1500.
Mr. Damodardas Sukadwals s = we e 4, 1500
My, J, W, Pandit - ae ve t see g 1500
Mr. Balaji Kandurag ‘ow e ses o 1000
Mr. Vrajbhukandas Atmarame.  cea o, 1000
Mr. Nanu Narain Kathre . .., i wee 4 1000
Mr. Lallubbai Samaldas « . .... . . < 4, 1000
Dr, Bhandarkar, = w.  wii | e yeee o 45 150
Mr, K. B. Marathe , .., e paver are 4 150
Dr. J. C. Khandalawalg R Ui [ 7
On the 25th after the Conference was aver the defez
gotes visited & widow remariage oelebration which. topk

place at, the, Bungalow of. Mr.; Narasing. Bholanath and
there after they attended an evening party given at the

at the Hathising’s wadi to the delecra,tes, of the; Confrress

and the Conference by Mr. :Poonamchand hara.nchand “of.
Patan.

19



146

APPENDIX 1v.
WALTERKRIT RAJPUTRA HITKARINISABHA,
RAJPUTANA.

Mr. Nand lal Bhargava, Gétieral Secretary, writes r—

'Rules regulating- the mai'risges and funerals of Raj-
puts have been in force in Rajputana for the last 14 years,
ahd in Malwa for the last 4 yéar's, There are some peints
in which-the rules.for the two Provinces differ with each
other. Some: of these differences are’according to the
local uecessity-of the places, and which must, therefore,
stand as they- are: There afeé;’ however, some points
which affect both the parties, which shonld, therefore, be
seftled, ¢.g., the number of nevtars #it; ‘ﬁaarriages at -an
advanced age,-fyags, and the number of the followers of
the wedding party svhich has been increased this year in
Rajputana. The -Malwa- rules allow more followers than
the Rejputsna “rales.. The number of the followets
should; thei-efdre, doi fegulated ' by the Malwa rules in
cases 'of 1ﬁtermarcxages between Rajputana and Malwa
Rajputs.

Theé Malwa riile3'do not alfow any money to be taken
on “acconnt ‘of'rit; for'which the Walterkrit Sabba roles
allo::}\um not exceeﬂmO' Rs. 100, to those who are’ tou
poor to perform the marriav'es*gt their own expense. It
appears better to decide this matter next yenr. In the
meantimn the ex:stmg rules may be followed.

Under the Malwa Sabha rules, a man can, in the pre-
sence of a son, marry a second time up to the age of 55,
while in Bajputana the limit is only 45 years. In our
opinion this matter should be decided by the Sabha of
the Province to which the bridegroom belongs, previous
to the marriage, and the other Provinces should bot
object to it.
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In Bajputana, tyagis fixed on the income father \r
guardmn ang the amount is hea,\ner than what is a.lfowea
in Malwa, where.it is calculated on 'the sum allowed to
be expended This poml; has, however, 'been settled last.
year, according to wlncb the distribution of tyag in mter-
marriages between Ra\; putana and Malwa is retrulated ’by
the rules in forcel in the Provmce wbere the weddmg 'pa.rt.y
goes, i.e. the place of remdencd of the bride."'

In our opimon it 1 1s necessar tha.i; the Sab}]as of the
two Provmces should commumcate w1th each' other | pre-
vious to a marriage, and settle :a,ll2 ‘matters ‘of differerice
beforehand. The representatlves of Malwa here' presént
are requested to manage to have this resolutlon entered in
their rules. If ‘there be some marna.ges in which’ the
Malwa Sabha consxders! according to its rules, the dlstn-
bution of fyag should be at half the prescxbed rates,
information should be glven to the Ragputana Sabha.,
order that arrangemet.ts mxght be made” to check the
Gharans from’ ralsing a vo:ce agamst it, or. makmg oﬂ'xer
dlstrlba.n(,es.

The followiug is from the address by the Hon’ble M.
A. H. P, Martindgte, . C. , 5. 1. Agent to the Governor-
.Geperal, Relputana:— , -

THARURS AND GENTLEMEN,—

It aﬁords me sincere satisfaction to welcome you here
to- day for ‘the 16th General Meetlng of the Wa]terkrlt
Sabha at Ajmer.—Aport from the special obJect; f for which
youare assembled, I hall these Jyearly, ga,thenpgq with
particular pleasure, masmuch a8 _they {tffﬂg‘i fne an addi.

tional opporbumty of reuewlqg my & .guaimtimpce with
you, and of conversing wn; - you npou ects of “mutual

interest, affecting not onIy yourseles’ but fxﬁ the difierent
States in Rajputana,
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This year. moveover, I am abfe to nnpgratuhte you
ixpon 9, very much m;proved, re}mort Last ' year four
States failed to senla epresentatwes. Tfns year there are
op] two default'ers b amely Banswam and, Dungrapur.

is true f;h'xt Bnndl has faﬂ‘e& to Fend lts delegates, but
th elr a'bsence is attrxbuted to a a sp‘ecml cause, namely the
visit 'of 1s, ng e; s the M’aharao RaJa to Rewah in
gentral Indxq. am gla ad th ”' ’ke Sinohi and ‘ Jhalawar

Jurbars ave ag:guie fced m Joy W h thi %they should be
representg ) aqd 9?0141'}“% welcome their deputxes,

ramely, irg i up Cbanﬂ and Sefh Narsmg Das.

I“r" t " s

:ﬁ?\‘? retu H?‘, ‘for/.t[{)()?( cpmyaxe favourq,bly in almost

',qvelv g'espect with those for 1901 Whereas in 1901 the
u‘lps were traversea in Y18 cases out of 4, 537 marriage

qex znoplé% Perfo; ved I)y P\aJPUB or about one- Aifth of
the f;ﬂ, thid "ygar; thﬁre were only .390 breaches in 3,943
| ase§,l, or' al;fxqs}éi exact]’{ one- ienth The return for
%5j ob Jrarriages ’whtch oxm a Very Jarge proportion of
ihe whole of thé cerétnonies’to"which these returns re]ate,
weie thus tjust twice as good in 1902 as in the preced-
‘tag jea'r

AR équafly msrked improvemcnt §'observable in the
\\?f Rajput funerals and Chdran ‘natriages, the per-
centz‘be of rule violations inthe ¢ase!*6f ‘Clisran” funerals
'bbmg‘ abdut ‘the ‘sﬁix‘xe 1 both yéars, namely’ sémethmo
Iesh ‘thal 2'\per’ ceht. )
“'Now! gentiemen, this s’ most enqduragmg " 1’ dongra-
furate’ ‘yét‘“heartlly upori’ the'efférts which all “of you,
mém'beré,’ ‘of ‘the lotal Sabhas, 'Have' madé to contnbute to
tb’i’s gﬁéd‘ ‘r’ésult and "1 trz}sf that you \vl'll lu no way
1elax  your ep(“eavours, but will fry to produc.e an ‘even

‘Féiter rebirn during the ‘carrent year.‘
In all the five States to which 1 had ocehbion to refer
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specially last year as exhibiting disappointing ﬁzgp res,
there is substantial improvement this year, specially in
the cases of Udaipur, Jaipur and Dholpur, as the figures
show, .
The Sirohi figures are so good that I fear they must bel
accepted with reserve. It is hardly probable that in all
the 44 ceremonies recorded there was no torsingle viola-
tion of the: rules, ' ’

The Dholpur'improvement is, I am aware,. mainly' due
to the close personal interest -shown in_the working' of
the Sabha during the ‘past'year by ‘Mr. .Clogstoun, the
Superintendent, and by the new Local Comnmittee estab-
lished there’ recently, ‘Whicli .is représented ‘here torday
by Sardar Fateh Singh, Superintendent of Sir Muttra'in
that State. *

. In my address’of 1899- 1 roughly traced ‘the growth
and expansion of ‘the greit movemeént among the different
castes and tribes of Rajputand and other Provinces since
its initiation by Colonel Walter in the. year 1888, I
_showed how, starting with Rajputs alone, the Rules were
quigkly adopted by the Mers and “Merats o ''Merwara.
' by the Purohits of JoiLipar and the Pashkara Brahmans
of Bikaner, by Malis and Sidhs, by Jats and Malhjans; by
Bhayuts, Sonars, Khatis and other castes rtoo namérons
to mention ‘now. This year I have madé it'my bnsiness
to analyse the figures ot the returng for each year  from
1890 to the year 1902, which hys just passed. [t would
take too long to reter to them in detail hei:e; but I am
“having the abstract printéd,’ wnd* it will be circulated
to all Babhas for information:in due course. . . . ...,

As an, indication, however, of the' development ; of the
Society, it is, jnteresting tu notice tha whereas the total
number of ceremonies returned in 1890 was only 3;467.
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with 634 breaches of the rules, in 1902 the total was 5 772

with only 456 vxolatwns, a much large total and a much
better percentage. Moreover, from various causes, the
total of the year 1902 was by no means the largest of
these which have been retorded since the moovement was
mltlaled :

The progress illustrated by these figares mmny well
make us very hopeful of the future. I have frequently
of late invited the opinion'of Rajput and other gentlemen
who are best qualified to judge, and they unaimously
assure me that although much still remains to be done in
the way of reform, a really gaod start has been effected,
and that sustantial results have been gained in reducing
those evils which: this social movement was intended to
combat. They unite in affirming that the people general-
ly recognize itsiadvantages, and would be genuinely re-
lactant to see the self-imposed rules of the Sablia which
they have. accepted, for their ewn protection withdrawn
from operation.

I learn from your report that as usual the greater
number of infringments of the rules were connected with
the agd limit in marriage, which, as you know, is placed
at 18 years in the case of boys and 14 years in the case
of girls. Tt is clear, therefore, that-the imprudence of
early marriage has yet to be nnpressed more emphatlml
lythan heretofore upon parents in Rajputana,

,I_nclusmn, I have only to gecord my concurrence in the
remarks embodied in your report regarding the work of
the sevéral local Sabhas, and to join you in greeting our
welcome visitors from Central Tndia and Agra
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EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL GENERAL
REPORT.
Sir,

We, the members of the Waltersrit Rajputra Hitkari-
ni General Subha, Rajputana, have assembled here at
Ajmer to form the 16th Annual Session of the Sabha, as
representatives from the Britishdistrict of Aj wer-Merwara
and the following Native States in Rajputana. :—

(1) Alwar (9) Karaul
(2) Bharatyur (16) Kishangarh
(3) Bikaner ! an Kotash
(1) Dholpur (12)' Partabgarh
(5) Jaipur (13) Shabpura
(6) Jaisalmer © (14) Sirohi

(7) Jhalawar (15 Tonk °

(8) Jodhpur J (I8) Udaidur

It appears from the abstracts and ststements put be-
fore us by the Geseral Seeretary that during the year
1902, the report of which is submitted, 3,943 marriages
and 1,475 funerals ware pérformed amongst the Charans.

Of the 8,943 marriage  and 1,475 fuuneral ceremonies
performed amongst the Rajputs, 3,548 marriages and
1,426 funerals were in accordance with the Sabha rules ;
and out of the 214 marriages and 142 funerals amongst
the Charans, the Sabha rules were obseérved in 204
marriages and 140 funersls, S

We are much gratified to report thit, besides the re-
présentatives from the various States in Rajputana, our
Sabba has been honaured with the presence of a deputa,
tion from Malwa consisting of the General Secretary of
the Malwa Sabha and three other Sardars from' Jaoras

Piploda and Sailana, and alsa with the presence of Kan-
war Dhian Pal.
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in coprection with the. presen proceedings, we are
grearly pleased ta record-that our General Secretary,
Pandit Nand Lal Bhargava, who has been in charge
of the Sabha work for about the last two years, has dis-
chdrged 'his ‘Quties with geeat eapacily ‘and diligence.
His “stroug . personal interest it the success of the move-
ment is deserving of our recommendations and thaunks.

The DPresident 'of the Walterkrit Rajputra Hit-
karini Sabha was requested to kindly suggest to the Poli-
tical officers aceredited to the Native States situatedin Gu-
jarat, Kathiawar ahd Mahicantha, the desirability of mov-
ing the Durbars in, fheir political charge to adopt Within
their tgarritorfesl rules similar to those in force in Wajpu-
tana, in oxder fo, obviate the inconvenience at present
felt from the ahsence' of co-operativpun The part ol tligse
States in the objects of the Sabha,”

The Malwga Secy.-s3id 2~

For many years | bave had the good fortune of joining
the annual gatherings of the Walterkrit Sabha, watching
with great interest . .the social reforms worked oup here,
experienting generoys. hospitality st she hands of ihe
social refarmers of Rajputans,.and returning home with
deeper, obligations.every: year.,, I do not know in what
words ] can exressmy feclings -of gratitude and kind-
ness experienced,

- ¥ ) .

The Malwa Sabha owes its very existence to the Wal-

terkrit Sabba, apd is yery proud to follow the way marked
out, by_}xe:ry Félx;ogeﬁitéiﬁ “The aimg and objects of buth the
Sablias are ‘one and the same, and their mutual effects. can
éevry well be, caleulated to E'mg ,aibopt\thq .amelioration of
the Rajput community,’ '

o
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APPENDIX VII,

LIST OF ASSOCIATIONS WHOSE OBJECT
IS TO PROMOTE SOCIAL REFORM

AMONG HINDUS.

No. !

Secretaries, or

, Place, Name. President.
| !
! t ;
PUNJAB.
1 { Jallandar. | Hinda Widows M. Ass.
1| Jallandar. | Kanya Maha Vidyalaya, | Lala Badridas m. a.
2 | Gujarat. | Shanti Ashram. | Swami  Shivgunga
| Acharya,
3 | Amritsar. | ‘femperance Association. | Pandit Swarup Nara-
| in Swami Goutaw.
4 |Hoshiarpur.,| Hinda  Social Refonnl Mr. l‘hz\k'udas
‘ (merged) Society, 1
5 | Lahore, "T'emperance Association.
6 | Liahore, H. Cluld Widow Marti-! Lala Chandrabbau,
monial Social Association
7 Do. Kashmir Pandit Sibha. !
81 Do | Kayastha Sabla. :
9 Do. | Gurusing Sabba. i
10+ Do. i Bhera Anand Sabha 4
11} Da, 2 Parity Association. ‘ Bibu Avinash Chan-
) ' i dra Muzomiar.
12, Do.  Arya Sawaj. Lala Hausraj B A.
13 | Amballa. | Gauda Mala Sabha. ¢ Mr. Ramchandraji.
14 Do. ; The Sarin Sabha, ;
15 Do. Aror Bans Sabha.
16 | Uttercelli- | Wadbawan Sabha. ! Mr. Ishwardas,
walla. |
16A! Wachawli | Arya Sauaj, | Mr, Lalv Munshiram,
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY,
17 | Bombay. th;:h Dussa Oswal Man-; Me. Khimji Hiraji.
' a
18 . Do, Bhatia Mitra.Mandal, } Mr} L. Rowiji,
19 ' Do. Aryan Social Union. ' Mr., 8. Verma,
20 Do. Hindn Ladies Recial Club! Mrs. B. Bai Pitle.
21, Do. _ Aikya Wardhaki Btree

» M. Kothare,

(werged in Liadies Club. }
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Secretaries or

J
No. 1 Place, Name. Prosident.
22 { Bombay: - { Kshetri Union Clab, - Mr.-J. Raghoba.
Samooh.
23 | Poona. Frieods Liberal Associa-{Mr. B. Vidhwansa.
tion.
25 | Do, Hinda Widows’ Home As|Prof. D. K. Karve.
sociation.
25 | Do. Widow Marriage Associa-|Prof. G, U. Blate.
tion.
26 ' Do. Decoan Liberal Associa
- tion,
27 1 Do. Deccan Female [T o m ¢ Mr. H. N, Apte.
. Edacation Society,
28 | Dharwar | Sammilani Subha.
29 Do. Liberal Association, Mr. R. K. Kaleand
30 | Satara, V. G. Chairmaa,
31 | Sholapur, | Saraswati Mandir. Mr. Degawnkar.
32 | Satara. Pri rthana Samaj, Mr, Javeri.
33 { Bombay. | Jain Conference. FakirchandPremeland
34 | Raramati | Maharastra Village Edu Mr. Karmark-r,
cation Fociety,
35 | Ahmed- | Liberal Club, Mr. B. B. Deshpande.
nagar. ’ .
36 { Karad,, | Bhakta Samaj. Mr, Pa'aji Narsyan.
37 |Ahmedabad | W idow Marriage Associa- Mr. Ramanbhai.
tion.
38 Do. Hindu Sansar Sansar Su-]R. B, Lalshaukar.
dharak Samaj. Usmiashaukar.
39 | Hyderabad.| Social League. Mr. Tohitram.
. dedSiad, . .
407 ‘('Do. ? Hinda Social Reform As-]Mr. Hirananl Khem.
gocialion. ' sing.
41 | Sukkar, | Reform Association, Mr, Viramall Begraja.
42 | Surat. | Anawal Desai Association.[Mr. Havirai Bapulal.
43 | Agarkhed, | Sudharakh Samaj. Mr, Unarjikar.
{ Bijapur.) -
44 | Palaopur. | Palanpur Social and Lite-|Mr. V. D. Javeri.
o rary Ass~ciation,
45 | Nasik, Purity Association, -~ iMr, A, V. Barve.
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|
i . Secretaries or
No. | Place. Name, * Prosident.
i
46 | Mangrol. | Jain Sabha, Mohanlal Punjabhai.
Kathiawad.
BERARS.
47 | Amraoti. |, Social Refor n Association.; Mr. Vyankat Rao
; Muadhokar,
48 | Akola. Deshamukhi Sabha, Mr. K. Deshmukha,
CENTRAL PROVINCES.
49 | Nagpar, | Frieals Sscial Uuion Mr. M. K. Padhyo.
. NIZAM'S TEKRITORY.
50 ! Galburgs. ' Hinda Social Reforia  As | Mr. Shrinivisachria,
sociation. i
MADRAS PRESIDENCY.
51 | Madras. [Hindu Social Reform As-j ¥Mr. Subrawanijer.
ciation,
52 | Bellary. Saomarga Samaj.
53 ! Cuddalore. | The National Indian Asso-! Mr. Raja Ratnam,
ciation. ,
54  Rajamaben-| Widow diarriage nssocia-| R. B. Veereshlingam.
dri. tion. )
55 | Vizaza- Social Reform Association.
pathawm, C .
56 | Mesali- Social Purity Association.| Mr, Venkat Laxman
patam, ' Sinha.
57 | Madara. Social Union, Mr. Raméhandra [yer.
58 | Salem. Soaras'ra Counferenca, | Mr. M. 8. Iyer,
39 | Manglore, | Hinda Social Reforw. Mr. Rang Rao,
60 | Cogonada, | Hiudu Social Reformn Asso-{ Mr. Sobhunadri Rao
ciation.
61 |lrichno. Hindu Religious Union, | President Mr. Gun-
poly. ) pati Lyer.
62 | Do, Hiodua Social Reform Asso-| Raja Rum Rao.
. ciatioa, .
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No-

. Pla(ce»

. I
Namae, l

Secretarics or
President.

MYSORE TTRRITORY.

63 | Bangalore.| Hinda Social Reform Asso~} Mr. Narayan Rao.

(Camp.)

64 | Bangalore.

65 Halisahar. ] Good will Faternity.
!

60 |

67 |

68
69
70
71

72

(City.)

Do.
Baranagar,

Raiganja.

Menghyr-

Mymensing.
Do.

diation.

Hindu Soclal Reform Assod{ Mr.

ciation,

- BENGAL.

Kaulinya Prathba Samsho-
. dhini Sabha.
Widows’ Home
closed, )
Hitakarini Sabba,
Kayastha Sabha,
Mymensing Sammilani.
Hindu Vivaba Vyaya Ni.
warini Sabta,

{ now

Calentta,

Friends’ Social Union,

ASSAM.

73 lSylhet. lSylhet Union, © ..

74
75

76 |

7

78
79

794

Anaunt
nablia,

Padma.

Mr, Kishori M. Sen.

Mr. W. Mukerjee.

Baba B Sen.
Muoshi Rama sihuya
qu Ko Mitrn.

Mr. Baneshwar.

Mr. Lalit Mohan Das

Mr. Rajani Chandra.
Deo, B. A,

NORTH WEST PROVINCES' AND' OUDH.

chknzw,
Agra. -~ ¥
Mathura,
Gazipur.

‘Gorakhpur.

M azufe::pfur

I Highr Caste Roform Socie-

Allababad.

Kayastha Sadar Sabha.
Bhargava Sabha, © '
Jain Maha Sabba: - ¢

by .
Kayastha Sabha.
Kayastha Temperance Sa-

’ H W
Kanshmiri Pandit Sabba, -

Mr. H, Dayal.
Lala J. Prasad.

*Munshi Champater’

Mr. Arjan Panday.

., Chatterji.
s, Kanta Prasad,

» Mohualal Zutebi.
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Secretaries or

No. Plage. Name. President,

-

80 | Cawnpur. | Frionds’ Dabating Society | Mr. Ram N, Vaisya.

81 | Agra Chatarvedi Maha Sabha. | ,, Radhelal Pande.
82 | Benares. | Kasi Arya Samaja, s 9. Gour,

83 | Aligher. | Sanadhya Sabbha, » Daubs L. Narain.
84 [ Lucknow, | Arya Samaj. » R. Prasad,

85 | Bareilly. High Caste Reform Socie] ,, Baldev Prasad.

ty.
86 | Kala Kan- Deshopkarini Sabha, Pandit Shital Prasad
kar (Qudh)

RAJAPUTANA.

87 | Ajmere. | Walterkrit Rajputana BHij Mr, Nandlal Bhar.
takarni Sabha. gava General Secre-
tary.

4 | Jodbpur, ~ | Social Reform Sabha, Mr. Brijmohan Krie
shna.

CENTRAL INDIA,

89 | Neemuch.

Malwa Rajpatana Hit:| Jadow Ram  Joshee
karoi Sabha. Geaeral Secretary,

S S
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