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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tae following Letters appeared in the MorninG
Posr, at the dates which are annexed to them.
The impartial Reader will find in them a strong
determination, to uphold the public rights of the
Country, with respect to the India Trade; but he
will not discover any evidence of a desire to lower
the just, and well-earned honours, of Tae Easr
Inpia Company, nor any sylnptom of a disposi-
tion hostile to their fair pretensions.



LETTERS

OF

GRACCHTUS.

LETTER I.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE EAST INDIA' QUESTION.

Tuesday, January 12, 1813.

T'ax crisis, at which the affuirs of the East India
Company are now arrived, is one which involves
the most important interests of the British Ems
pire. It would be unnecessary to prove a propo-
sition which is so universally acknowledged and
felt. It has happened however, that, in our ap=
proaches towards this crisis, the Public anderstand-
ing has been but little addressed upon the subject;
80 that the appeal which is now suddenly made td
their passions  and imaginations, finds. them un=
prepated with that knowledge of the true circumis
stances of the case, which.can-alone enable them
to govern those passions, and control those ima+
ginations, Let ug then endeavour to recover the
B
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time which has been lost, by taking a deliberate

view of the circumstances. which produce this
crisis,

The crisis, is the proximity of the term which
may conclude the East India Company’s rights, to
the exclusive trade with India and China; and to
the powers of government now exercised by them
over the Indian Empire.

" The rights of the East Indig Company are two-
fold; and have long been distinguished as, their
Dpermanent rights, and their temporary nights,
Those rights “are derived to them from distinct
Charters, granted to therh at different times by
Parliament. By thé formér, theéy were created 8
perpetual Corporate Society of Merchants, trading
to India*. By the latter, they-obtained, for a
limited period of time, the exclusive right of trading
with India 4nd China, and of executing the powers
of government ver those phrts of the Indian ter-
ritory, which wef¢ acquired either by conquest or

_by negotiatian.  The Charter conveyiug the latter
limited rights] is that which will expire. in the
course of the ensuing year 1814; on the expira.
tion of which, the exclusive trade to the East will
be dgain open to the British population at large,
and the powers of the India Governiient will lapse

% The rights™ and pretensions of the Company are fully coga
sidered in the Tenth Letter.
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m course to the Supreme Government of the Bri-

tish Er‘p‘;g;e,c to be provided fdr as Parhament in
its wisdom may judge 1t advisable to determimne.

.. The_renewal of an erpired privilege cannqt be
Jursued upon a ground of nght. The exclusive
:gxgrteg of the Company 1s a patent, zod therr
Jpatent,. like every other patept, 53 hmited as to
Jjts duration.  But though the patentge canpot al-
legea ground of| right fqr the rggcwal2 of his pa-
Aenty he may show such strqng, preterlxs‘ions, thh
8994 ¢layms in equity, such weghty reasons of
expediency for its ‘renewxa!,“as gy ensure its az-
Mainment.  Such are the claims and the preten-
S‘Q§§~9§ ﬂ}e E:aist India Compapy to a renewal of
rt,hcjr:m(;}hau-t“er } ‘apdgas such they haye been promptly
yand cheerfully. received, both by the Government
and the country at Jarge.

~, - - t
, But the progress of society, doring a fon‘g
wu{spzof years, xsio,f a nature to_produce a consi-
derable alteration ,in the general state of things ;
- % L [ ' 4 -
the state of things must, thﬂefreff)re, Patural]y be
called into consideration, upon the expiration of
«‘ s 4 & - H J ¥t * ) * L M 0{
the term of years \which aeterzglqes the exclusive
Charter of the Eas{ India Cg}mi:an{y; m_order to
inquire, \Yl}etﬁer that !Charter should be renewed
tY [ » “ ' { Y e . L
prgcnsely in the same ftermas, and’ with the ame
v f. A AP N A I H O
conditions, as before ; or whether the actual stale
of public affairs demands, that some altération,
B 2
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some modification, of terms and conditions, should
‘be introduced into the Charter or System which is
to succeed.

The arduous task of this investigation must ne-
'cessanly fall upon those persons, who chance to’
be in the Administration of the Country, at the
Iatest period to which the arrangements for the
renewal of the Chartér can be -protracted ; and it
is. hardly possible to imagine a more difficult and
perplexm g position, for any Administration. Those
persons, if they have any regard for the duties
which they owe to the Publi¢, will consider them.
selves as standing between two iriterests ; the inte.
rest of those who are about to’ lose an exclusive
right, and the interest of those who are about to'
acquire an opén and a common one. They will
be disposed to listen, patiently and impartially, to
the pretensions of both parties ; of those who pray,
for the renewal of an exclusive privilege, and of
those who pray that they may not be again wholly
excluded from the right which has reverted. And
although they may amply allow the preference
which is due to the former petitioners, yet they
lel endeavour to ascertain, whether the latter
may not, with safety to the phblic interest, receive
some enlargement of the benefits, which the op.
portunity opens to theur, and from which they
have. been so long excluded.
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While they thug look alternately tq each of these
interests, and "are engaged in striving to estabhsh
a reconciliation between the two, it will be nexther
equxtable nor liberal for one of the interested pat-
ties to throw out a doubt to the Public, whether
they do'this “ from a consciousness of strength
«¢and g desire of increasing their own power and
« influence, or from a sense of weakness and a
¢ wish to strengthen themselves by the adoption
<:of pophlar measures #*,* And the author of the
doubt may find himself at lengtﬂ‘ obliged to deters
ine it, by an awkward confessmn, ‘that Mxmsteri
do'not-do it “ with any vxew of augmentmg thezr
¢ own- patronage and power“-i~ »

. "It is thus that* the Ministers of the Crowwn hava
conducted themselves,in"the. érﬁbarrassing‘criéis
into which they have fallen. Fully sensible'of’thé
just-and honouable pretensions which the Tast”
India Company -have established in 'the caurse of
their ‘long, important, and: dfstmgulshed career,
they have consented to'recommend to Parliament,
to leave the whole system of Iniian Gm,ernment’ and
Revenue- to the' Company, under thie provisions of
the' Act of 1703 5 together with' ke exclusive trade
to China, ds they have' hithertd possessed them ;
but, at the:same time,. considering " the present

* Considerations on 'the Danger of Jay mg}ppgn}he_}l‘rzdg

with India and China, p. 13
4" Ibid. p. 18.
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state of the world, and its calamitous effects bpon
fhc commercial interest in general, they are of opi-
nion, that some participation in the Indian trade,
thus reverting, might possibly be conceded, nnder
due regulatxons, to Britjsh merchants not belong,
1ng to the East India Company ; which would not
Lopau' the interests either of the Public or of the'
mpany.

In this moderate opinion,, they are fully jus.
tified, by the consent of the Company, ta admit
the Merchan;s of the put-ports to a share in the
Indian trade, And thus far, all is amicable. But
the out-port Merchants having represented to
Government, that the coandition, hitherto an-

exed foa Licensed. Import Trade~of bringing
back the:r Indian Cargoqs to the port.of London,
3nd of d;sposmg of them solely in the Company’s
;afe,s, m Leadénhall Street,~—would defeat the ob-
ject of the .concgssion ; and that the delay, em~
barrassn}ant and perplexity, which such an ar.
r,apgement would create, would destroy,the simple

plan, of their venture; and having therefore de-
;sxred that they might be empowered to returp
wnth their cargags to the ports from whence they
Omgmally sailed, and to which all=their interests
are .copfined ; Government, being convinced of
the justice of the representation, have proposed
that the Import‘Ttade may be yielded to'the Out-
ports, under proper regulations; as well as the Ex-
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port Trade. To this demand the Court of Dia
rectors ;{)éremptorilx refuse theic consent; and
upon this only point the parties dre now at issite.
'This question alone, retards the final arrangements
for the renewal of their Charter.,

, Yet it is this point, which oné of the parties
interested affirms, to be ¢ a question of the last
“‘imporfaiice to the safety of the British Empire
%0 Tndia, and of the British Constitution at
*’home ;” and therefore undertakes to resist it,
{vith all the determination which the importance
of 8o great a stake would naturally inspire. But,
when we compare the real measure in questior
with the menacing 'charactf.-r which is thus at-
tempted, to be attached to it, we at once perceite
something o extravagantly hyperbolical, some-

ing so disproportionate, that it at once fisés the
judgment ; and forces upon. it a suspicion, that
there is more of policy and design, than of truth
and sincerity in the assertion. That objections ta
the measure might arise, capable of 'distincg state-
ment and exposition, is a thing conceivable; and,
these being stated, it would bé a subject for con-
sicieration, how far they ‘ere rémovable. But 18
assert, in a round period,. that the-safety of ‘th?
empire in Europe and Asia is fundamentally af-
fected in the fequisition, that a ship proceedirf:
from Liverpool or Bristol to India, iight returd
fromn Inhdia"to "Liverpool or 'Bristal, instead of o
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the Port of London, is caIculated rather to shake,
}han to establish, confidence in those who make
theassertion. Yet this is the question which the
country is now called upon to consider, as one
fending to convulse the British Constitation,
Surely, if the foundations of the empire in both
hemispheres have nothing more to threaten them,
than whether the out-port shipping shall carry theie
cargoes home to their respective ports, or repair
to the dock-yards in the port of London, the mosg
timid politician may dismiss his alarms and resume
his confidence. When the East India Company,
by conceding a regulated Export Trade, have at
once demonstrated the absurdity of all the predic-
tions which foretold, in that Trade, the overthrow
of the Indian Empire; we may confidently be-
lieve, that the Import Trade will prove as little de-
structive, and that its danger will be altogether as
chu;nerxcal as the former.

Whether the Court of Directors endeavour to
fix that menacing character upon the proposed Im-
port Trade, as a bar against any further xequisi-
tion, isa question which will naturally occur to
any dispassionate person, who i{s not immediately
and personally interested in the conditions of the
Chartc:, and he will be strongly inclined to the
affirmative in that questxon , when he finds, that the
reason which they have alleged for their resistance,
is their apprehension of the increased 'agtivity which
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the practice of smuggling would acquire, from the
free return of the out-port ships from India to
their respective ports. It is not a little extraordi-
nary, that they should so strenuously urge this
argument against those persops, who, whﬂe they
propose the measure, are themselves responsible
for the good management and protection of the
revenue ; and who maust therefore be supposed to
feel the necessity of providing means and regula-
tions, adapted to the measure which they proposes
The Ministers of the Crown have not failed to in-
form the Court of Dxrectors, that, in consequence
of the communications which they have had with
the Commissioners of the Customs and Excise upon
the subject, they find that the Directors have
greatly oyer-rated the danger which they profess
to entertain; and they acquaint them, that new re-
gulations will ‘be provided to meet the new.occa-
sion; and that the out-port ships and cargoes will
be subject to forfeiture upon the discovery of any
illicit-articles on board. Yet 'the Court of Dlrgc-
Yors still - persist in declaring, that the hazard of
smuggling is the reason why they will not grant to
the out-ports an mlport trade ; and this, through
a fear of compromising  the safety of the British
*¢ Empire in India, and the British Constitution
¢ at home.”

A calm and temperate observer, who scrupu-
lously weighs the force and merits of this reason~
¢
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fisg, will matdtally be forced into so much scep:
ticism as to doubt, whether there may not be somé
dther reasons, besides the safety of the Empiré,
which may indube the East India Compary to stand
so firdi for the cordition of bringing all the import
Indian trade into the Port of London? Whether
there may not be some reasons, of a marrower
Sphere than those of the interests of the Empire }
In searci‘)i'ng for such reasons, it will occir to
him, that thi; Port of London is the seat of the
Company’s immediate and separate interests ; and
he will shrewdly suspect, that thdse interests are
the real, while those of the Empire are made thé.
bstensible, motive for §o vigorous a resistince.
When he reflects, that it is proposed o leave the
‘Company in the undisturbed possession “of all the
power of Cb%zgmmen’t over the Indian Empire, which
they have hitherto enjoyed’s that they are o remain
bofs'sessefl, ds lerctofore, of ‘the ekclusive trdde ic;l
Chind, from iwkence foursfifths of their commercial
profitisderived ; that they themselves have virtually
dmitted the falsity of the theoretical mischiefs, fore-
told as the certain results c'>,f an out-port trade, bj
!}aving ngegd ip cohcede t‘llat. ‘tl:hé'é, to the éxf(;x‘:{
?etjﬁire& biy quernmex{t ;. that rtixey ’e'quz‘xlfy ‘a‘Upw:_”,
an imdport trade forthe mérchahts of the out- ports;
but make their resistance upon the single point,
that the imnport trade should be all brought fogether
into their own warehouses, and should be 'd‘xép[osed
of in their own'sales in Leéadénbiall Stieét's when
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he combines all these considerations, he will think
that he plainjy discovers, that the interests of the
Empire 3t large are not quite so much involved in
the question as they proclgxm ; and that, if any in-
terests are more pressingly calculated than others,
it must be their own, and not the Public’s. If
their interests are to be affected by the measure,
let them fairly state jt, and show the extent 5 ‘but
let them not endeavour to defend them covertly,
.onder ay artful and factious allegation of the ruin
of the British Constitution. And if they really do
apprehend that the Constitution would be endan-
gered, let them not hazard such consequences by
their own proceedings. Let them not come for-
ward as advocates for the preservation of the
Fropirg, if their rhetoric is to sink into a threat,

of ¢ shutting up the great shop of the Indja
g que

Iﬁ may, be well to call to the recollection of the
East India Company, that they owe their present
state to -an' assertion of )those very nghts to
ppen trade which haye now been brought forward;
for, when the first, or Lpndon East India Cong-
;pany had experienced, gertain disappointments and
failures, varigus adventurers eame forward with
,laims similar to those which have heen alleged by
the merchants of tle present day, and obtaned fn
dincorporation, 4o the pryjudice of the old Com-
pany ; and although “the -qld, or Lopdon East

c 32



12

India ‘Company, afterwards effected an union with
:tflé new, or English East India Company, and
with them gave origin to the present Company,
yet the Uwsirep East Inpria Compaxy should
<ot forget, how much the activity of the Indian
trade was stimulated by the assertion of the rights
of their predecessors, ta participate in the trade
whick had been granted exclusively to @ fo’rmcr

Company, ’
GRACCHUS,

T

LETTER IL

W'e'dnesday, January 13; 1818.

I’r is a distinguishing character appertaining 'to
Britans, to express forcibly their feelings, when-
ever they think they discover any disposition tq
encroach upon their nghts It is not therefore to
‘be wondered at, that the communication of the
papers, on the subject of the East India Company's
Charter, which was made by the Directors to the
Proprietors, on the 5tk instant, should have pro-
duced the effect which was then manifested ; 'of an
almost unanimous. dxcposxtxon, to' support.the Di-
rectors in their resistance of a measure, whlch at
the timé, was regarded as an invasion, ‘on thé part
of the Government, of the established rights 9{
“the Eagt India Company.
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But now. that the momentary ebullition of that
spirit has had time to subside, 'and to give'place to
cool and sober reflection, it may not be unaccept-
able to the Proprietbrs at Targe 'to look calmly and
attentively into the sobject; and to examine its
bearings on their own substantial interests,

‘It must be manifest to every man, wha will ‘onl
refer to the accounts which have been published in
“the Reports of the Select Committee of the House
of Commons, that, from the magnitude of the
Company’s debt, it would .be impossible to calcu~
late the ‘time at which the Proprietors could con~
-template any augmentation of their present divis
dends of 103 per cent. ; even though the Charter*
‘instead of being within. dne' )ear of its expiration,
-had an éxtended period of twen‘ty years to operate.

At is equally manifest, from the correspondence
‘of the Court of Directors with Government, 'that,
in agreeing to the proposition of opening the’ Ex-
_port Trade to the out-ports of the United K“ing‘
dom, they were’ free from any apprehension, that
'the contifiuancé of the present dividend could be
endangered by their conceding that point. .And,
‘therefore, although the Proprietors were precluded
from entertainiug any reasonable expectation of
an increase td their dividends, they were perfectly
Warranted’ to ‘consider the continuance “of that"
which ‘they now reccive, as free from any hazard,
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An ponsequence of the extension proposed to be
[granted ta the Export Trade.

Whether they may remain in the same confi-
dence, under ‘all existing circumstances, is -a
question which the Proprietors are now earnestly
solicited to examine. ‘The point at issue (if 1 may
apply that expression to a case, in which the
Company are upon the disadvantageous ground of
petitioning for the renewal of a privilege, now aboyt
to expire) is, whether the ships which shall' be
permitted to clear out from the out-ports of the
United Kingdom, ought to be allowed to return
to any given description of those ports, or whe-
tbe; ;hey should all be compelled to enter at the
Port of London}?  And upon this peint is made to
'hmge a question, which may affect (not the Bri-
tish Empire and Constitution, but) the main inte.
rest of ‘the Proprietors, namely, their dividends.
For no man can be so inconsiderately sangujne as-to
suppos;e, that the Compapy, under the present pres-
sure of their pecaniary embarrassments, (whateyer
;nay have been the causes from .whence they havs
arisen;;) embarrassments proceeding from 3 debt,
in Indla and in Englapd, of more than Jorty-twp
,gn;ll;on.s, pearly four millions of whxch .are.in acr
cepted hills on England which will shortly becomp
due, and for the payment of which there are not
Jupds at the Indxa House; no ju3p can .be so
inconsiderately saoguine s tg suppose, that the

o

- £
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dividend may not become a little precarious, under
such circumstances. It must be evident to the
most superficial observer, that the credit of the
Company with the Public can only be sustained by
the prompt and liberal aid of Parliament; and it
will hardly be maintained, that it is a propitious
mode of soliciting that aid, to connect with the
Solicitation an avowed determination to dppose a
measure, which Government represent it to bé
their duty fo recommend to Parliament, for the
general benefit of the community; -a measure,
foundeéd on, and growing out of, the principle of
the Charter of 1793, which first opened the privaté
trade between India and this country ; the provi-
Sions respecting which trade have been progres-
sively extended at subsequent periods, and of
which trade the Public will now call for a forther
enlargément and participation, as a just and ne-
cessary qualification to the proposéd renewal of
the Company’s Charter.

The City of London, indeed, i$ now an excep=
tion, and apparently & very weighty one, to this
general call ; but it will lose much of that Weighf
with the Pu'bhc, and must fall into the scale of an
interested party, when it is recollected, that sé
long as the question between the Company 4nd
the Public was, whether the commerce with Indid
$hould remain a Strict monopoly, or whether &
participation in it should be granted to individuals,
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under the resttiction of jmporting to fLondan, the
commercial interest of the metropolis was power-
fully incited against the Company ; and that, to
that great commercigl interest, supported by the
weight of Mr. Dundas’s opinion, and to the more
enlarged view which Lord Wellesley took of the

- subject, the extension that has hitherto been
given to the private trade with India is to be attri-
buted. The experience of twelve years has now
proved, that both India and the parent, state have
greatly benefited by that extension; and it has
.Jollawed, as a necessary consequence, of that expe-
nence, that the active and infelligent merchants
of the other large ports of the United 'Kingdom,
have urged, their fair pretepsions, to be admitted
to a share in the profits of that widely diffused
trade ; by sendmg their merchandise from thexr
own ports, and by receiving the returning cargoes
into their own warehouses, in those ports.

. A reference to the printed papers (as has already
been signified) will show, that the Court of Direc<
tors were prevailed upon to concede the first of
those points; but that they have been immoveable
with respect to the second; although their own
qummercral knowlédge must Lave made it evident.
to them, that the concession of the ﬁrst, that i is, a
Jree export, would be pugatory, unless. supported
by the benefit arising from.the freedom of import;
which is not only in the proportion of four to one
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in amount to the export, but is requisite to give
that ‘unity to. the concern, without which great
tommercial establishments cannot be kept up.

. Such is the state-of the question, or, as it has
been called, by some strange perversion of ideas,
the negotiation, between the Company, as appli-
cants for a renewal of their Charter which is about
to expire; and the Government, through whose
aid it is to be solicited, or at least, without whose
concurrence it is certainly very questionable, whe-
ther they would be able to obtain‘it. These
are the vircumstances, under which' the affairs
of the East India Company must necessarily, and
speedily, be bronght, forward, for the consideration

"of Parliament. Canit, then, be considered an ex«
aggerated view of the hazards of such a situation,
ta suppose, that some guardian of the poblic purse
may deemn ik requisite to. inquire, whether the ap.
plication for pecuniary aid from Parliament ought
not to be preceded by # substantial proof; not of
concession, for they have in fact nothing to con-
ceds, but of Something like accominodation on the
park of: thé Proprietors? And in that gvent, might
it sot be questioned,. whether; since the dividend
of 10 pen cett. was sanctioned upon an assump-+

tion, that™ the revenue of the Company yielded 4
surplus of npwards of a ‘million; now, when ins
stead. of a surplas, a deficit is admitted to exist,
the dividend ought not to be reduced, not merely

D
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to the stindard from which it had been raised
under, the supposed prosperous state of the Com-
pany’s, affairs, but to a standard to be regulated
by the amount of the ascertained profits upon their
own trade, under whatever circumstances it may
hereafter be conducted 3-

* It is not meant to insinuate, ‘that any condition
of the kind alluded to is likely to be imposed, in
granting the relief so pressingly required by the
présent exigencies of the Company ; but if a ne<
cessity for the winding up of ‘their affairs, as an
exclusive’ Company, should -arrive, and if .their
own resources, with the profits they ‘may-derive
from their cominerce, as a Corporate Body, -should
not be adequate to the payment of a dividend of 10}
per cent.; ‘could. it reasonably be expected, that
Parlianient would; in all future times, extend its
liberality towards the Proprietors of India stock,
to- the extent of securing to them a continuance
"of their present dividend ?

It is to' be feared, that those who may have
galculatéd upon such a result, have takena false
measure of théir prospective situation; and it is
on account of this apprehension, that it appears
highly. important to call the attention ‘of the Pro-
prietors togfbe care of their own substantial interest
in the dividend; an interest, which to them .is,
and must be paramount,

| GRACCHUS,
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LETTER III.

Thursday, January 14, 1813.

Iz is at all times an object equally interesting and
instructive, to trace the origin of laws and institu-
tions, and to follow them in the progress of their
operation ; but this inquiry becomes more power-
fully attractive, when the pursuit is stimulated by
an anxiety to defend' a supposed right, or to ac-
quire an extension of advantages which are already
possegsed.

_ Such an investigation appearing to be a ne-
cessary sequel of the subject treated of in a
former communication, let us now take a succinct,
view of those provisions of the Act.of 1793, by
which thé East India Company, upon the last rey
newal of their Charter for a fixed time, were call-
ed upon to relax from the exclusive restrictions of
the monopoly which they had so long enjoyed.
Taking that Act as the soprce and origin from
whence the present India Question arises, let us
briefly follow the subject in its progress, down to
the propositions that are now before the Public, |

It is necessary to premise, that the Comwpany
had, from 2n early penod of their commerce,
granted as a favour and indulgence to the Captains

D2
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and Officers of their ships, permission to fill a
regular portion of tonnage with certain pres
scribed, articles, upon their private account, subject
to the condition; that those privileged articles
should be lodged in the warehouses of the Com-
pany, ‘that ‘they should be exposed by them at
their ‘'sales; and that they should pay from ¥ to 5

‘per ‘cent. to cover the charge of commission and
snerchandise,

The, Act of 1703, relieved the ttade tarried on
under this indulgence, by reducing the -rates of
charge to 3 per cent.; which was established as the
rate, at which the more enlarged trade, for the
first time allowed by that Act to ‘private merchants
fanconhected' 'with the Company, should pay to
the Company; which ‘trade was then limited to
8000 tons, 'the shipping for which was to be pro-
yided by-the Company, who were to ‘be paid
freight for such ‘tonnage, and 'were to have the
game éontrol over the goods which ‘might be im-
-ported, as they already.exercided over the trade of
'therz Captdins and ‘Officers.

Tt was'soon found, that the conditions, under
wfﬁéh ‘thistrade was opened ‘changed its operations,
50 as ta render the priv ilege of little value, The re-
‘Sidents in India, for ‘whose beriefit it wag professed
‘tb have been principally mtended, presented ‘me-

Tfiorials wpdn thie subject to the 'Governmerits
abroad ; and the merchiants of London represented
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to the authorities in England, the necessity of -an
enlargement of the prmcxple, as well as a corréca
tion of the regulations. It is not ‘necessary, to go
into any detail of the Teasons tpon which thosé
applications were supported ; because Mr. Dundas,
who then presided over the affairs’ of India, and
who had' introduced and carried through Parlia-
ment the Bill of 1793, didin'the most explicit term3
inform the Court of Directors, in his letter of
the 2d April, 1800, that * he should be uncandid,
“ if he did not fairly. acknowledge, that experienca
*‘ had proved it to- be inadequate to the purposes
<t for which it was intended—and that thereforé
¢« he was clear, that the clause in the Act otight to
¥ be repealed, and in place thereof a power be givén
¢ ¢o the Governments abroad, to allowe the British
*¢ subjecis, resident in India, to bring home their
¢ funds Yo Britain'on 1hé shipping of the country;”
that is to say, on £hips built'in India: This letter,
of the President of the Board of Codtitrol, was re-
ferred by the Court of Directors to a special Com-
mittee ‘of their body; who, in a very elaborate
Report, dated 27th Jan. 1801, that is te say, after
the deliberation of ¢ight ‘months, declared that it
was lmposszble for them to acquiesce in the propa-
sition then made by Mr, Dundas, They support-
td their 'opposition Yy & vatiety of arjuinents,
from which 'the following short passage weed alune
be séletted sote The ptopesals which have beth
“ brought forward by'céx‘ta‘h deéscriptions of ‘men
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#¢ both in India and fu England, for the admission
¢ of their ships into the trade and navigation bes
“¢ tween India and Europe, proposals which extend

¥ to the establishment “of a regular and systematic
¢ privilege in favour of such ships, appear, when
¢¢ maturely weighed, and followed into all their ope-
€ rations, 20 involve principles and effects dangerous
“¢ 2o the interests both of the Company and of the na-
*¢ tion ; that the adoption of those principles would,
*¢ immediately and essentially, affect both the system
*¢ of policy which the Legislature kas estallished for
¢ maintaining the connexion and communication be-
“¢ tween this country and British India, and the char-
< tered privileges of the East India Company. And
¢ the introduction of any practice of this nature,
¢ would tend to widen gradually, and indefinitely,
¢ the channel of intercourse between India and Bri-
% tain; to multiply the relations between the two
¢ gountries ;- and to pour Europeans of the lower
¢ sort inta India, and Indian sailors into this coun-
‘¢ try ; to lessen, by both these means, the respect
*¢ for the European character ; fo disturb and shake
¢ our government there ; and, in a word, to lead
¢ progressively but surely to colonization.™

. ‘The language employed by the Court of Direc~
torsat t_hé present day, in opposition to the pro-
position for, allowing private ships returning from
India to jmport.to the places from whence they
had. sailed vppon their outward voyage, is feeble
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and languid; in comparison with the passage which
has been just now recited; from the Report of their
Special Committee, made upwards of twelve years
ago, upon the proposition then submitted bj 'Mr.
Duxpas. That Minister, in his reply of the'3is¢
March, 1801, to the Court of Dxreetms, bbéetveci
«« I have reviewed my um opirions with the mibst
< jealous attention,and I Rave u,ezghecf with the
*¢ most anxious cdre, the arguments of those who
¢ suppose that the system which I haverecommended,
$¢ is likely to prodilce any iriconveniense or danger to
¢ the rights, privileges, and exclusive interests of the
“ Eq.st India Campany but it is my misfortune to
Wigiew the subject i an opposite light. If any thing
*f can endanger that Monopoly, it is AN UNNECES»
b giny Anﬁm;mcs TO POINTS NOT ESSENITAL
10 yrs pxisteNce.™. Mr. Dundds' then ad!
verted to a letter of the' 30th September; recently
feceived ' from the Governox‘-Gehetal Marqms
Wellesley, ivhlch he 'said, * had with clearness
t¢and precision ably detaﬂed and demonstrated the
¢ grounds uf thesé opinions.

¢ But,'the j udgment and reasoning of Mr. Dtmdas,
efucidatéd by'the arguments of Marquis Wellesley,
(whtch were founded on-the knowledge of what; at
the time, Was'passing urider'the eye of the Gover-
nor-General,} had fidt inflience upon the Court of
Directors, g suﬁicxent to'maké them ‘adopt the pro-
position of the President-of the Board of Control §
and still less, the enlirgement of that proposition,
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a8 suggested by Lord Wellesley; who represented,
“ the great advantages that would result to the
¢¢ Sovereign State, byencouraging the shipping and
¢¢ exportation, of Indxa ; and, that if the capital of
#¢ the Merchants in India, should not supply funds
“¢ sufficient, for the conduct of the whale private
é¢ Export Trade from India to Europe, nodangerous
* cansequences could resplt from applying, to this
¢ hranch of cammerce, capital drawn directly from
¢ the British Empire in Europe,:” thereby taking
that trade from foreign nations, whose partlcxpa;wn

in it was become *¢ alarmingly increasing.”

These. distinct and concurring opinians, of the
President of the Board of Control and the Gover.
poxr-Generaly could not prevail upon the Court of
Directory ta, ¢ alter the opinian they had deljvere
ey Lhey accordingly drew up paragraphs, to
bq,sqp}‘,to the Governments in India, conveying
their. finah resalutions and instructions.—<*The
¢« British residents, in India,” they said, ¢ aided by
¢¢ those who take up their gause here (viz, the
¢ King’s Ministers and the Merchants of London),

&*‘-‘é&!&l tq;send. their- own ships to Britain, .with
¢ priyate mperchandise; agd the pripciple of emy
glomg British, capital;in. this trads, is also couy
¢ tended for,, - This trade, although.it might, fog
4. time be,cgrried on. thyongh, the: existing forms
. ¢f the Qcmpany"u would, ay.length, supersede
“'ﬂ)em thq British commgree, with fudia, instead
s.of being, a5 i\ is now, @ regulgted moncpaly,
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# would déserve, more properly, thé character of
¢ 3 regulated free trade ;' a'title, which it is to be
«¢ feared would not suit it long.”

Such is the substance of the paragraphs which
the Directors had prepared, upon the propositiohs
we hdve been considering ; although both the oneé
and the other of thosé propositions explicitly pro-
vided, that all the private trade with India, export
ds ‘well as import, should le confined to the Port of
London, The Board- of Control, though no
longer presided at by- Mr.. Dundas, interposed jts
authority ; and, on the 2d June, 1801, the Direc-
tors were enjoined not ta send those paragraphs to

India,

‘The langunage of the Court of Directorsin 1813,
upon*the question of the Import Trade, is, as has
been already affirmed, feeble and languid in com«
parison with that which the same body employed
irf 1800 and 1801, with regard to the admission.of
India-built ships in the carrying trade betweer
Britaifi -and India ; but Indian.built ships have,
from that time to the present, been émployed in
that trade, and none of the alarming consequerices,
which the Directors had predicted, have tesplted
from that practice,

May it not therefore be reasonably assumed, that
ilie alarm under which they now profess themselves
E
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ta be, would prove to be equally unfounded ; that
the direful influence upon the Constitution and
Empire, which the Directors tell us is to be appres
hended, from any change in the existing system
that shall admit private ships returning from India
to import at the places whence they had clears
ed out, would be found to be as little entitled
to serious consideration; and that neither the
public. revenue, nor the immediate interests of the
Company, would be endangered by an experiment,
which the Government and the Company would
be equally bound to watch ; and which Parliament
could at a]l times control, and if neeessary, absoe
lutely bring to a termination ?

GRACCHUS.

e

LETTER 1V.

Saturday, Jan. 16, 1813.
HAVING hitherto taken a view of those parts of
the India Question, which more immediately relate,
to the commercial interests of this country, and to
the Proprietors of East India Stock ; let us now ad«
yert to the deportment of the Directors towards the
Ministers of the Crown, in their last communicaq
tion made to the Court of Proprietors.

It appears, from the printed papers, that as Jong
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back as the month of April, the President of the
Board of Control put the Court of Directors in
full possession of the final opinion of His Majesty’s
Ministers ; concerning the privileges of trade which,
they conceived, it would be their duty to submit to
Parliament, as the basis of a Charter. _Early in the
month of December, a deputation from the Court
of Directors appears to have been admitted, by spe+
cial appointment, to a conference; in which it id
known to every clerk and messenger about thé
offices, as well as to every member of that deputa-
tion, that the three Secretaries of State, the First
Lord of the Treasury, and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer attended. And itis equally notorious,
that two subsequent meetings were held, between
the same parties. We are warranted to infer, from
the letter of Lord Buckinghamshire, that the dis-
cussions which took place at those several confer-
ences, were declared to be open and unreserved 5
with a view that the Members of Government, and
the Members of the Deputation, might freely, and
without restraint of form, deliver their reasons for*
the opinions which they respectively held.

The impression which the Court of Directors re-
ceived, from .the conduct of the Ministers of the
Crown, in those conferences, is manifested in the’
Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman
to the President of the Board of Control, of the
3oth December, i which' ¢ they retumn sincere’

22
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#¢ acknowledgments for the attention with which
‘¢ their representations had been listened to, in the
¢ various interviews with which they had been
‘¢ honoured by his Lordship, and His Majesty’s
¢ Mifisters, who attended.”

. T conferences of this nature, and between
parties thus relatively circumstanced, all that was
to be expected from the Ministers of the Crown
was, that they SIE}OUId listen with attention to the
representaticns made to them, and should reply to
those representations, so as to command the aca
knowledgment of the inferior party. If, in the
issue, (to use the words of Mr. Dundas to the
same authoritiesin 1801,) ¢ after having reviewed
¢ their opinioris with the most jealousattention, and
¢ after having werghed with the most anxious care,
¢ the arguments brought forward, it was still their
« misfortune toview the subject inan opposite hght”
to that which presented itself to the judgment of
the Directors ;-it was not to be expected, that they
should surrender their own judgment tothat of
the Directors, whe stood in the anomalous cha-
racter of defendants and judges in their own cause,

At the time that these conferences were ter.
minated, the Ministers appear to have entertained
an cxPecgaUOn, that the subject, would .not be
fprghg:r agitated, until an official commun}catmn
should be made upon it from. Government,, The
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Court ‘of Directors, however, met .on the tsth
December, and entered something very like a pro-
test, by anticipation, against the measure, which
they knew, (from what appears to have passed atthe
couferences,) would be the subject of that official
communication ; and they transmitted it to the
India Board. By the irregularity of this proceed-
ing ; which bore upon the face of it the appearance
of a design, either of intimidating Government
from coming to the final decision which they had
signified, or of creating a bar against future
discussion ; they precluded Government from
going into any detail of argument, and conse-
quently, the reply of the President of the Board of
Coutrol appears to have been principally intended,
to convey officially to the Court of Directors that
result, which the Members of the Deputation were
alreadyin possession of; namely, * thoge conditions,
¢ upon which alone, consistently with their public
¢ daty, the King’s Servants could submit a proposi-
¢ tion to Parliament for the renewal of the Charter,”

To this official communication, -the Chairman
and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company
sent a reply, wherein they offer some explanation
of the irregularity ;. but, in their opposition to the
pltimate determination of Government, they call
upon the King’s confidential seryants, to impart; to-
them, all the reasons which had determined them
to think, that ‘¢.thg privilege of Eastern .coms
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<t merce should be extended tu British merchants ;™
and also, the specific regulations which they may
propose to adopt, for giving additional security to
" the revenue against smuggling.

The President of the Board of Control, thus
called upon to step out of his sphere, or to admit
the Court of Directors to Cabinet discussions, was
constrained to acquaint them, that *¢ the duty of
¢ Ministers had been performed, by communicsting
¢ to the Companythe conditions on which they were.
#¢ disposed to submit the business toParliament;" at
the same time informing them, that they would
find most of the reasons, which had determiped the

_judgment of Ministers to yield to the representa-
tions of the out-port merchants,- stated * in the
4¢ petitions presented by those merchants to the
¢ Houses of Parliament.” :And he ﬁnally referred
them, with confidence, to the #* justice and wisdom
¢* of Parliament, for obtaining a due regard to thexr
“ interests.”

If the Court of Directors did not entertain feel--
ings.and views very different from those of the
community at large, in cansequence of that peculiar
position which renders them defendants, and judges,
in their own cause,-they could not fail to contem-
plate with applause, the temper, ‘patience, and re<
‘gard-to public engagements, which mark the wholé
proceedings of Government on this arduous occa«
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sion. Bat, being at one and the same moment,
petitioners and arbitrators, and haying their judgs
ments biassed under those clashing . characters,
they have not always kept themselves within the
capacity, in which alone they can consistently treat
with the Government of the country. In their
communications with the Servants of the Crown;
respecting the renewal of their Charter, all that
they are authorized to pretend to, is' to have a
distinct knowledge of the conditions, on which the
Government think they shall be justified in the
sight of the country, in .proposing to Parliament
the renewal of their Charter ; and, in the course of
obtaining this.information, they have experienced
the utmost consideration, and have received the
most ample and unresérved communications from
His Majesty’s confidential servants; who have given
their attention to every argument urged by those
who appeared as representatives. of the.Court of
Directors, and have put them. in possession of all
the grounds upon which they differ from' them in
opinion. After having done this, they have dis«
charged their highly responsibla duty to the Public ;
and, if < they have the misfortune to view the subject
““in an opposite light,” the Company’s tecords
will show them, that this is not the first time a rae-
dical difference of opinior had subsisted, concerne
ing their pretensions, between the King’s Ministers
and the Court of Directors.
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Such being the true state of the case, it becomes
a subject of grave inquiry, why the Directors, in
the Court of Proprietors held at the India House
on the 5th instant; took no step whatever for mo-
- derating the spirit- which'was then shown ; or for
rectifying the false impressions' which -wetre there
testifiéd, respecting the deportmentof His Majesty’s.
Ministers. .It does not appear, that any one of the
Directors: who were parties in those various coni-
ferences, - in which they acknowledge to the Presi<-
dent of the Board of Control that they experienced
so much' attention, took any forward step to set
right the misrepresentations which weré delivered §
or-.to.repel the charges, implied or declared, of
contempt, neglect, encroachment, &c: which were
50 ﬁ'/eely imputed to 'the Servants of the Crowri. -
But they left the spirit which had improperly beeri
excited, toact by the impalse of an erroneous-im<
‘pressioq ;- omifting -to render to the Government
that justice, which the frankness of their proceeds
ings.strongly called for, .

.- A review of the debate at .the India. House,~
with the, Directors, either silently withholding
what they were enabled to impart in justification
of the Government; or by the rhetoric of some of
them tehding to blow wider the flamesof discord,—
would almost authorize a suspicion, that the Direg.
tors were" not displeased at the fever which theip
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silence noutished. It is therefore earnestly to be
hoped, for the honour of the ‘East India Com-
pany, and more especially for the interest of the
Proprietors, that some Director, or other indivi-
dual, may, at the next General Court, strive to
efface: the memory of the last; who may call upon
the Depatation, to render to the Ministers of the
Crown whatever justice is due to them, for thein
conduct in the late discussions ; and who may rea
commend a revision of the statement, in which
they represent to those Ministers, that the terms
on which Government have offered ta the Com~
pany & Charter, are such as may ¢ leave their
¢ dividend unprovided for,” and “ create & necess
“ sity for their going to Parliament ” For, unless
they have brought themselves to 2 state ta suppose,
that Ministers and the Puoblic have lost all intel.
ligence, they must know, that both Ministers and
the Public are well aware, that they are actually
wnder a necessity of going to Parliament for aid,
as_soon as Parliament shall be assembled; and
that, at the present moment, their dividend may,
in strictness, be considered as unprovided for.

GRACCHUS,
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LETTER V.

Tuesday, January 19, 181.";

Txm wrifers, who have recently undertaken to de~
fend and Justlfy the opposition of the Court of Div
rectors to any extension of the Import Trade
from India fo the out-ports of the kingdom, have
laid a peculiar stress upon an opinion conveyed ine
that part of Mr. Dundas’s Letter of the 2d of
April 1800, in which that Minister was consider-
ing ““ the agents to be employed at home; to
*“.manage the private trade of individuals from In-
¢ dia, and to take care of their interests in the
« cargoes of the returning ships.” He states his
opinion, that ¢ there is no use of any interference
¢ %y the ComPany ; that the great interest to'be
2 attend'ed to on the part of the Company, is, that
‘no goods come from India that are not depg~
«.sited in the Companys warehouses ; and that
 the. goods, so imported, be exposed at the Com-
¢ pany’s sales, agreeably to the rules prescribed for
¢¢ that purpose,”

In taking ground upon any principle, it is ne-
cessary to ascertain whether it applies to the case
in point. That it was a great interest to the East
India Company to watch and control the trade
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carrying on vnder their own licenses, is obvious s
and this the Company could not effectually do,
unless that Trade, on. its return from India, was
brought under their .own eye; and collected within
the sphere of their own control; which is con-
fined to the Port of London. But the case, to
which this argument is ‘now applied by the advo-
cates for the Company, is so essentially deficient,
that the principles appear to be wholly inappljcable.
In this new case, the extended trade wonld be car-
ried on, not under the Company’s licenses, but
\nnder the provision of Parliament; and the pro-
tachon and control of that trade would become the
care, not of the -Company, but of the executive
Government, Here then the determipation of
that trade would be governed, not by the separate
interest of the Company (which alone came within
the scope of Mr, Dundas’s argument), but by the
combined interests of the Company and the Public
at large. 'To this combined interest, Mr. Duns
das’s' argument was 7ot directed ;-and it is a fal-
lacy in reasoning, to apply a partial argument to a

general case,

. Bot, let us grant what these.advocates assume;
that the opinion here delivered by Mr. Dundag,
does really apply to the case in question. Ma{)
1ot that have happened at the present day, whic
actpally did. héppen with regard to the regulations
. of the Charfer of 17932 Might pot new light be
F2
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thrown tpon’ a sobject in-1813, which was gups
posed to 'have been thoroughly investigated in
1800¢ And, as the candour and openness of
..Mr Dondas caused him, im 1800; to avow, that
the provisions of 1793 were inadequate, and
prompted him stremuously to -recommend | thd
adoption of a mew principle; is it mot possible that,
taking into his view al] the ciccumstances which
bear upon the question at the present day, he
might, had his life been spared, have been coni
vinced, that the extraardinary and unforeseen
¢hanges which have taken place in the political and
commercial world, might have now rendered it,
‘not only expedient but, necessary to relax, in some
degree, upon the potut of the import -trade from
India ?

At an ealy penod of the present discussion,
Ministers appear to have -entertained the same
‘masim, of confining the import trade from India
to the Port of London, 'They were afterwards led,
by a full exposition, of all the vartous interests
whieh remonstrated against that close restriction,
to deem it just and expedient to propose (and
wise and pohtxc for the Fast Tndia Company tq
‘consent), that such of the prmczpal put-ports as
“possessed thg means whereby smuggling could bes
be guqr’ded against, should patticipate with Ton-
‘don" in the fmport trade froin India’; reservmgr
pyclusn el? ta Tiondon, the whole of the trade from



< 4

Chivar . This alleration of theéir original plan wap
suggested by.them ¢o the Court of Directors, not
‘as 2 welasation' of - the exstisg privileges of the
Company (whith was the natare of Mr, Dundas’s
propésition 3a 1800), hut a3 agqualification ta take
place under g 2ew Charter.,

When Mr. Dundas suggasted to the Directors
the new principle, of admitting Indian-built ships
s the vehicle for carrying onthe private trade, he
awas mot treating with them. concerning the renemal
of their Charter; for they had then an uneipirﬁd
Rerm of fourteen yeqrs, in the privileges conferred
apon them by the Actof 1793. 1Ilis proposition,
&s has heen just observed, avent to a relaxation of
n important part of those sulsisting prmlegzs ; for
-which he sopght to gain their acquiescence; and
-85 his ‘opinion 'was decided and avowed, ¥¢thatthe
5 oslensible form' of Government for Tndia, with
¢ all its consequent detail of patronage, mhust re«
#f main as it how is, and that the monopoly of that
¢ trade ought properlyto continuejin the hands of
% the East India Company 5" it wag prodent and

seasongble in him to dwell upon that point,

. Have mot the Ministers of ithe present day
~gvinced.the fpe ‘opinion 2 Have they not prog
posed, to leave the patronage of India, and the ex~
p!us;ve profitsof the China Trade, with the Coixis
~pany ? -Daes:not the Ching Trade ensure the.ems.
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Jploymént of all the large ships in the service of the
.Company ; together with the continued engage~
amienty in that line of service, of the Commanders
and «Officers of those ships; and also, of every
wother description of persoh now connected with
that (the largést) branch of the Company's con~
cerns? Have not Ministers proposed to confine
ithe private trade with India to ships of four hun-
dred tons and upwards'; thereby leaving to the
-owners of such of the smaller ships now in the ser~
vice of the Company, as by possibility may not be
required for their commerce, the advantage (which
‘establishment in any line of business must always
give) of finding employment from those who,
-undér the proposed extension, may engage in that
-trade? Fave not Ministers, in proposing that the
iGovernment of India should continue to be admi-
-nistered through the organ of the Company, pra-
sposed to them the continuance of the peculiar and
-great benefit, of carrying on their commerce by
‘means . of the revenue of that Government?
‘Whereas, the private adventurers must-trade upon
‘their own capitals, or at ap heavy charge of ints-
rest.

How. is iit, then, that we hear so much of the
Toss. which our Navy must sustain, from the large
- ships of the Company being withdrawn from the
“Eastern Trade; of the distress to which the Com-
manders and Officers, and the. numerpus classes
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of artificers and others connected with those ships,-
are to be exposed? Why are we told, that the
East India Docks will be left empty, and the Pro<
prietors be reduced to apply to Parliament for an.
indemnification?  Can.it possibly happen, ‘that all,
these calamities, so heavily. denonnced,  should,
arise out of a permission to be granted to private
ships, returning from India, to proceed to certain.
ports 2o be designated; more advantageously si-
tuated for their trade than the Port of London 2
A permission, which the Directors themselves are
of opinion will not long be made use of to any
great_extent; for they have told us, that the ad~
venturers in those private ships will be disappointed,
in their speculations ; and they have adverted to
the mass of individual loss, which must ensue from:
the delusion,, a5 furnishing a strang argumenty
wbyﬁovemment ought not to yield to the impor-
tunity of the Merchants of the out-ports;

From all that has been stated, it would appear,
that instead of the exaggerated picture of distress,
which - the advecates for a close monopoly to the
Port.of London have represented as the necessary
consequence of relieving commerce from its pre-
sent restrictions, . we ought to entertain a‘well
founded expectation ; that every ¢ “class, and descrzp—
tion_of persons, who now find empioyment in,
the Indian Trade, .will contmue to have their in-
dustry called into action in the same line of gm~
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ployirent, drid evén (6 a gréater exlent, i soe
ihstances, than if now eéxperienced. For, unlesy:
the union of interests, whiclr hag so recently takemn
place between the City of London and the East,
India Company, should have the effect of pre-
venting all competitionr between the Merchants of
London (formerly so euger fo participate in the
trade with India), and the Merchants of the out-
potts ; it cannot fzil to happen, from the spirit of
enterpris¢ which has uniformly distinguished the
Metropolis, that the Port of Lendon, fo whick
the whole India Trade would be generally open,
will furnish its folt proportion of the new adveni-
turers ; and thus amply fill op that void, whicl/
the East India Company affirmt would be created in/
the Port of London, by diverting so much of the
Indian Trade to the out-ports: more especially,
a5 all the houses of Indian agency, which have beent
formed since the Act of 1793, ar¢ established
within the Metropolis.

Since this is the just prospect, which the adope
tion of the conditions proposed by Governinént ad
the terms for the renewal of the Company’s Char«
ter; opens to our view ; since the sharé which the
Fondort Merchant¢ maty take in the enlargement
of the trade, would not fail to supply employmént
for all that industry, whichrtheé Coutf of Directord
assert will be interrupted and suspended whﬂe?
dt the sametime, the extension of that advantage
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will create new sources of industry in various parts
of the kingdom, without impairing or diminishing
that of London; whose will be the awful respon-
sibility, .if, by an ‘obstinate rejection of terms ca-
pable of yielding consequences so extensively be«
neficial to' thé community, the Charter of the
Company should not be renewed ; and if the dis«
astrous effect should in consequence be producedy -
in London and its vicinity, of * a suspended in«
“ dustry, intefrupted employment,” and all the |
train of sufferings and calamities which has been
drawn out? Who will be chargeable, before the
country, with  the loss and waste of establishs
“ ments which have ‘cost upwards of a million
s sterlmg—--of shipping, to the amount of many
‘¢ millions—of a numerous and respectable class
 of warehouse-keepers, clerks, and superior ser-
* ¢ yants, JOmed to three thousand labourers, and
¢ their, families—of tradesmen of vanous‘descnp‘r
“¢ tions, ‘'who have incurred a very great expense
¢ for the conduct of their business?* Who will’
be chargeable,. in fact, with all this destruction 2
Will it be the Government, who desire the East
India Company o keep their Tndian Empire, and
their exclusive China trade? Or will it be the
Condyctors of the East India,Company, who shall
‘suffer this great machine suddenly to stop its ac-
tion, because their limited exclisive. privileges are
rot made perpetual? .

GRACCHUS.



LETTER VI.

Friday, "Jhnuary 22, 1813,

Giracenys is charged, by some of -the champions
of the East India Company, with error and a want
of candour, beciuse he has represented the Di~
rectors to have maintained, that opening the im-
port'trade from India to the out-ports of the king-
dom, involves a question of the last importance
to the British’Empire in India, and to the Britishr
Constitation at home ; and those writers affirm,
that the Directors do not deduce the danger of
those jgreat interests from the question of the out-
port trade, but from the question of disturbing the
present system of administering the Government
of India.

Yet he can discover, neitfier error nor want of
candour in his statement. If those advocates will
také the pains to follow the who]eargfiment of the
Directors, on the present occasion, throughout,
they must be sensible, ‘that his statement cannot
be controverted, The Darectors, indeed, avoid
expressing their proposxtxon fn the -fair and dis-
tinct form in which it is here drawn-out; yet
suclr is the proposition in effect. . For, if thé
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-whole of it be reduced intq a form of syllogism, it
is no other than this:—

« Whatever shall cause the subversion of the
-¢¢ present system of Indian Government, will cause
4¢ danger to the Empire and Constitution.

" ¢ But, pressing the extension of an impore.
<< trade from India to the out-ports, 'will cause the
-#¢ subversion of the present system of Indian Go-
“ vernment.

¢ Therefore, j)ressing the extension of an im-
«4¢ port trade to the out-ports, will cause danger'to
4¢ the Empire and Constitution,”

If we question the minor proposition, and ask,
‘Why; pressing an import trade for the out-port},
should necessarily cause the subversion of the exist-
ing system of Indian Gavernment? the answcér
of the Directors is already given :—Because they
will not continue to carry on that Government, if
an import trade from India should be granted to
the out-ports. ‘Thus, the original statement js
_demonstrably estabhshed; and all ‘the logic 'of the
-City cannot overturn it,

The Directors must permit’ the words  will

# not 3" for, with the record of the East India

Company's history before us; it is impossible to

say they cannot. In proof of this assertion,- let as

‘take a review of that history,’ and let us exawine,
G 2
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what evil resplted to the Company, during the pea
riod that-the import trade from India wis Ac-
TUALLY extended to the out-ports of Great Britain,

When the first, or Tondon East India Com-
pany, had incurred the forfeitnre of their Charter
in 1603, by the non-payment-of a §ﬁPulated sum
of money, their privileges. were immediately re.
stored ta themy and confirmed by'letters patent,
granted by King William III. upon -this express
ground :—*¢ Consideting how. highly it imports
¢ the honour and welfare of this our kingdom,
¢ and our subjects thereof, that a trade and traffia
¢ to the East Indies should be continued; and
“ being wel] satisfied that the same may be of
f¢ great and public advantage ; and beingalso de,
¢ sirqus to render the same, as much-as in us
$¢ lies, more national, general, and extensive, than
$¢ hithertq it hath been,” &ec,

This principle, of promoting 8 more national,
general, and extepsive trade to [ndia than had sub-
sisted under the then existing Company’s exclusive
Charter,gave rise tp g new measure in the ye4r 1698,

..in an Act passed in the gth and 10th year of the same-
king, entitled, An 4t for raising a sum not ex-
ceeding two millions, &c. and for settling tha trads
{o the East Indies, Tbe'pafties subscribing to-
wards that Joan, were formed into a Society, called
The General Society of Merchangs, &¢.; and such
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of them as chose to unite their subscriptions, and
to form a joint-stock, were incorporated under the
name of The English East India Company, &e
The General Society possessed the privilege of an
export and import trade with India, with the
power of bringing their impart cargoes from India .
fo the ouT-porTs of the kingdom, in the same man-
ner as is proposed by Goxemment at the present
day; with this only difference, that the General
Society of Merchants were not restricted gs to the
ports at which they should enter, whereas Go-
vernment have now proposed, that merchants
should be restricted to suck ports as can best afford
the means of guarding against the depredations of
smuggling,

The regulations, which were adopted for ships
importing from India to the out-ports, are to be
found in the Act @ and 10 William JII, c. 44,.
s. 69. and were as follows ;—~

¢ Provided always, and it is here enacted,- that
#¢ no Company, ar particular person or persons,
f¢ who shall have s right,’in purspance of this Act,
s¢ to trade to the East Indies, or other parts withe
‘¢ in the limits aforesaid, shall be allowed to trade,’
¢ until sufficient security shall be first given (which
“¢ the Commissiopers of the Customs in England,
¥ or any three or more of them for the time

#¢ being, are hereby authorized and requiréd ta
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#¢ take, in the name and to the use of His Ma-
“ jesty, his heirs and successors), that siich Com-
¢ pany, or particular persons, shall cause all the
f¢ goods, wares, merchandise, and commodities,
# which shall at any- time or times hereafter, du-
#¢ ring the continuance of this Act, be laden by or
* for them, or any of them, or for their, or any of
f¢ their accotints, in any skip or ships whatsoever,
*¢ bound from the said East Indies, or parts within
f¢.the limits aforesaid, to be brought (without
“ breaking bulk), to some port of England or
# Wales, and there be unladen and put to land, &c.
#¢ And that all goods and merchandises belonging
€ to the Campany aforesaid, or any other traders
““ to the East Jndies, and which shall be imported
“into England or Wales, as aforesaid, pursuant

" #¢ to this Act, shall by them be sold openly and
#- publicly, by inch of candle, upon their respective
£¢ goeounts, and not otherwise.”

ﬁ

Upon this Act of the gth and 10th of William
IIT. was built, in the following year, that famous
Charter of the Company, upon which they rest the
wexght of their  pretensions ; and that very Charter,
gs is here rendered incontestable by the Act itself,
comprehended the principle, of en Import Trade
Jrom India to the ovT-roRTS of the hingdom,

The form and condition of the security \\hxch
was to be ngcn by the, out-port merchants, will
%
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be found in the Act, 6th Anne, c. 3. entitled;
¢ _4n Act_for better securing the duties on East In-
““dia goods.” By that Act, the security to be
given was fixed ¢ at the rate of 2500L sterling for
. every hundred ton their ships or vessels shall be
¢ respectively let for ;” and the only restriction im-
posed upon the import trade from Ifidia was, that

it should be brought *¢ to some porz in Great
‘¢ Britain.”

Thus, then, any man who looks but a little be~
yond the objects which lie accidentally before his
eyes, may see, that the measure now suggested by
Government, instead of being a wild and airy spe- )
culation, a theoretical innovation, a new, untried,
and dangerous experiment, on which we have no
ground to reason from' experience (as it has been
ignorantly and falsely asserted), is nothing more
than reverting to an ancient principle, involved in
the Company’s applauded Charter of the 10th of
William the Third, and to the practice of our
forefathers in the brightest period of our domestic
history; a period, in which the British Constitu-
tion received its last - perfection, and from which
the present power and 'greatness of the British

Empire, in the East and in the West, dates its
‘origin.

Having sufficiently proved .and established this
gredt fact, let us next inquire, what history reveals
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to us, of the conseguences of that impott trade
to the aut-ports, that can tend, in any degree, to
Jusnfy, or give suppart to, the Company, in deter
mining to resort to an dlternative. which, they ac.
knowledge, will subvert the system of Indian Go-
vernment (and thereby shake the Constitution at
home), rather than rencw the measure of a regu.
lated trade to the out-ports.

'We have not to deduce these consequences
from abitract lypothesis, but fromy historical testi
mony; let us, then, observe what that testimony
unfolds. No eyil, of any kind whatever, resulted
to the incorporated, or Joint Stock Company, from
the privilege enjoyed by the out-ports. On the
contrary, that Joint Stock Company, issning out of
the Gerieral Society of Merchants (which, as has
been above stated,: soon became the English East
India Company), rose above .all their competitors,
notwithstanding the power of importing, without li-
mitation, ta any of the ports of the kingdom: and
such was the rapidity of their progress, that they
overcame the formet, 8r London Company ; they -
obtained a surrender.bf all their rights to St. He-
leni, Bombay, end all their other islands, and
se,ttlenientsm India ; they.at length: received that
ancient Company into their own body ; and finally
became the United East India Company cf the
presént'day. And solittle did the competition and
free import of the general merchants ‘tend to oh-
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struct the growth of the United Company, even in
the age of its infancy; and so ¢ superior were the
!¢ advantages they derived from trading with a
¢ joint-stock (to use the words of one of the

_* Company’s most strenuous champions), that at
“ the time of the union of the twg Companies,
“¢ out of the whole loan of two millions, only
¢ 7000!. then remained the property of the sepa-
. rate traders of the General Society ; and this
¢ sum also was soon absorbed in the United
“ Company *.” If then the Company, starting
oniginally with only a joint. stock, against a com-
petition in the out-ports of the kingdom, with a
power to import to those- out-ports, oufstripped
and overcarfie all their competitors; what can they
seriously apprehend from a renewal of the same
experiment, in the present momentum of their
power, and when they are able to unite with their
joint-stock, the whole of the revenues of their
present empire in"the East ?

. But it. may.be: asked, if no better success is
likely to attend the commercial speculations of the
out-ports, why is s6 strong an effort made, to ad-
mit them to a share in the India trade ? The an-
swer .is obvious. When Mr. Dundas, in the year
1800, so forcibly expressed his opinion against
any such admission, he did not ground that opi<

*1 A Short History of the East India Company,
- §
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nion upon a question .of ports, but of commercial
.capital. He considered the capital of the Com-
pany as sufficient for all the advantage which the
Pyblic, in the aggregate, could derive from .the
Jndia ’I‘rade and be maintained, that the aggre-
gate interest of the Public would suffer from any
measure, tending ¢ to divert any larger proportion
“ of the commercial capital of the country from-a
“ more advantageous and more profitable use."
‘But the circumstances of the world are become
materially altered, since the period of 1800. The
commercial tapital, of which Mr. Dundas then
reasoned, is deprived of that advantageous and
profitable employment which his argument sop-
posed, and is therefore without application or, di-
rection; from whence it has’ resulted, that the
operation of commerce is interrupted, and its ac-
tivity suspended. The allowing that capital to be
partially directed to the markets of India, would
therefore, under present circumstances, have the
great national adgantage, of recovering the activity
and spirit of commerce, atd of encouraging an
extensive public interest which is at present disap?
pointed, if not dormant; and, whenever a more
, prosperous state of things should return, the capi-
'tal so engaged fora time,would, from the nature
of commerce, unquestionably recall itself, and seck
again a more profitable market, if any such should
open. In the mean time, the East India Com-
pany, adding to their joint-stock all the revenues
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of India, need hardly know, because they conld pot
feel, that they had any competitors in the markets
of India. And, as the Ezecutive Government was
able to guard the out-ports against smuggling ‘in
the period of the infancy of the Company, they
might and ought to feel a perfect confidence, that
the samé authority can guard them equally now,
in the present period of their maturity.

Thus, sincé history renders it indisputable, that
an import trade from India to the out-ports of the
kingdom has been heretofore exercised under
Acts of Parliament; and that it may be perfectly
compatible with the highest prosperity of the East
India Company ; since the Executive Government
can guard it against smuggling at the present day,
as well ag in the reigns of King William and Queen
Anne; and since a great and urgent national
interest reasonably demands it, both from Parlia-
ment ald ‘the Company; the present moment
furnishes a'most fit o¢casion for the Company to
consider, Mr. Dundas’s solemn call upon ¢ their
¥ wisdom, policy, and liberality,” made by him to
them in the year 1800; and also, his weighty ad-
monition, that ¢ if any thing can endanger their
“ monopoly, it is AN UNNECESSARY ADHERENCE TQ
¢ POINTS NOT ESSENTIAL TO THEIR EXISTENCE.”

It has been called zllzberal to question the
motives of the Directors, in refusing their consent
H2
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to an import trade to.the out-ports. But, with
the facts of history, which have been here pro-
duced, staring us and them in the face, it would
*be impossible not to question those motives. No
man can entertain a higher respect for the East
India Company, as a body politic and corporate,
or contemplate with higher admiration the dis-
tinguished career which it has run, than Grac-
chus; but, at the sime time, no one is better per-
suaded of the operation of policy, in a body cir-
cumstanced as they are.  And it i3 more especially
necessary to watch that policy, and to be free to
interpret political motives, at the present crisis,
because, at the eve of the expiration of the Com-
pany’s las¢ Chaster, in 1793, certain rights were
‘anxiously alleged on their behalf, in a work enti-
tled, <4 Short History of the East India Company,
"8cc.” rights absolutely unmaintainable, and utterly
incompatible with the sovereignty of the Empire,
and the freedom of the Constitution ; and the alle-
gations then made, appear now to assume the form
of a practical assertion. , To those alleged rights,
therefore, it will be advisable early to call the at-
tention of Parliament and of the natién.

GRACCHUS.
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LETTER VII.

Wednesday, Jan. 27, 1813.

There is an irritability manifested at the present
moment, by those who are intimately united in in-
terest with the East India Company, which appears
strongly indicative of an unhealthy case. It is
well known, that the revenues of the Company,
far from being able to contribute to the revenues
of the State that augmentation which was madeé
the condition of the Company’s present Charter,
have, from causes which the Directors could not
control, been so deficient, that they have been
obliged, at different times, to apply to Parl(amenf
for pecuniary aid ; that they are burdened with a
debt of not less than forty-two millions ; and that
they are now unable to discharge their engage-
ments, without again coming to. Parliament to
obtain the means, Yet, ¢ Ax OLp PROPRIETOR”
feels no uneasiness from this state of the Com-
pany’s affairs s .and this, we must suppose, pto.
ceeds. from an opinion, that the dividend he riow
receives i3 secured to him for the time to come.

But Parliament has never, directly nor indi-
réctly, made itself a collateral security to the Pro-
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prietors, for the payment of a dividend of 10%
per cent. The aids, atdifferent times granted by
Parliament, have proceeded from a mixed prin-
ciple, of equity and of liberaf support, Of equity,
in so far as the embarrassments of the Company
have been occasioned by political events ; of liberal
support, in' so far as those embarrassments .may
have been caused by disappointment in trade. 1f
the }’,roprietors should not discriminate, between
these two principles which.have actnated, Parlia~
ment, but claim the whole of the succours af-
forded, upen a ground of positive right, they
might impose upon Parliament the negessity of re-
quiring the East India Company to bring “their
affairs to a final settlement ; in order that it may
be accurately determined, how far the Public are
equitably.pledged to the Proprietors, and how far
the Proprietors must be left to settle their own acr
counts with the Company alone. And it is poss
sible, that the result might not afford that confi-
dence of a well-secured dividend of ten and a half
per cent,, which an OLp PgorrieTOR considers it
an attack upon private property even to question,;

‘ﬁuch an. jssue, ‘however,, does not appear to be
vety likely ta occur, unless the Managers of the
East India Company’s concerns, from any ill-ad-
vised dctermmatan in their counsels,, should take
some steps, . by whxch theip affairs shoyld, be
abruptly brought to a settlement : in which event,
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any disappointment or loss sbstained by the Pro-
prietors will be chargeable upon those Managers,
who thus desert their daty to their Constituents ;
and not on the Public, or the Government. The
Managers of the East India Company, having so
clear and responsible a duty binding upon them,
ought to be most scrupulous of failing in that duty,
through any capricious or speculative * adkerence
¢ to points, not essential {o their existence ;" for, if
they should sucrifice the interest of the Proprietors
by now attempting to. convert their temporary
grants into a perpetual right ; although-the disap.
pointed, Proprietors may arraign the Public, yet
the Public at farge will, with justice, impeéach thd
Managers of the East India Company.

In order. to open the eyes of the Proprietors to
the simple fact of their actual position, their atten
tion was called by Gracchus; on the' 13th ‘inst,
to the consideration,- whether the Company,
loaded with'a debt of 42,000,000!. and being tin-
able to dischiarge .the sum of four millions be-
coming due; could reasonably expect, that if. Par+
liament should now come to their immediate relief,
it would, engage itself, in all future time, for the
payment of a dividend of ten and a half per cent.
especially, if, upon any contingent winding up of
the Company’s affairs, called for: by their own
pertinacity, their remaining resources shonld be
found inadequate to secure that dividend to: the
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Proprietors? And the possible case was suggested,
of some guardian of the public purse deeming it
equitable, that in the event of Parlizment being
disposed to come to the refief of the Proprietors,
under such ¢ircumstances, the latter should be.
called upon, on their part, to submit to some con-
dition of accommodation.

. ¢ An Orp ProrrieTor” discovers in this argu-
ment of caution, only @ direct menace from the
Executive Government to the purses of the Pro-
prietors ;—a plain and intelligible tkreat, that pay-
ment of their just claims shall be withheld; and
he. ¢ thanks God, that he lives in a country,
¢ where such languagg will be treated with merit-
¢ ed scorn.” This OLp ProrrreToxr should have
known, that Government has never declined to
settle any accounts with the East India Company}
which had been propérly aunthenticated : under
present circumstances, it is not to be expected,
that Government should incur the responsilility
of applying the public ‘money to discharge claims
which have not been sufficiéntly investigated. So
far, however,. is Government from having evinced
any disposition to throw unnecessary difficulties in
the way of the Company’s pecuniary arrangements,
that, in the wmidst of the present contest with the
Directors, it has granted to the Company a sus-
pension of the payment -of between 8 and
0,00,000!. of tea duties, which the Company had
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actoally received from the buyers of the tea. [t
Is perhaps not generally known, that the Company
formerly paid the duties upon tea upon its being
imported and landed; by which means the amount
of duties was immediately drawn into the Exche.
quer. To accommodate the Company, a' change
of practice was allowed by Government, and the
Company have been permitted to sell their teas,
in the first instance, without the interference of
the Officers of the Customs, uporn ‘conditiori of
the Company afterwards remitting the gross
amount of duties to .the Board of Revenue.
Thus they actually make their own profits upon
the tea, and receiye into their own hands the Go-
yernment: duties; before they are called upon to
pay them. The duties actually so-received by the
Company, amount to the sum above stated ;*and
the Orp ProrrieTor will probably deem it no
slight proof of a wish-on the part of Government
to render an accommodation to- the Company,
that, during the pending discussion, it has made
arrangements, for allowing the Company an exs
tended period, for transferring the very consider~
able som of which they have actually received the
beneficial dse;

It should be always remembered, by the Com*
pany, and by the Public, as partiés in ‘a great
gompact, that the privilege of an exclusive tradé

X
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to India and Chipa has never been granted to the
Company without reserve ; or, as if their posses-
sion of that exclusive benefit was, in itself, the most
advantageoug arrangement for the public interest.
The grant has always proceeded upon a principle,
of bargain and covenant ; and on the consideration
of d pecuniary advance, to be made by the Com-

pany to the Public, as the condition for the renewal
of the lease of the public rights in the India trade.
Upon this principle alone, has the exclusive trade
ever been conceded to the East India Company 3
either under its present form, or ynder any of its
former denominations.

To shorten, the discussion, however, let the.
Proprietors and the Company take the following
compressed view, of ‘the probable consequences
which would-severally fesult, from a compliance
with, or rejection of, the proposition made by Go+’
vernment, as the basis of a new Charter; and let
them consider, in whick of the two they foresee
the greatest security for their own future in-
terests.

If, upon maturely weighing the case before
them », the Company should accede to the proposi-
tion: of -Government ; .and if an -arrangement,
founded upon that proposition, should receive the
sanction of Parliament ;
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1. The Company will preserve the entire Ching

trade ; and this principal sphere of their commer-
cial profit, will remain undisturbed.

2. They will possess advantages for continuing
to. carry oni the India trade, so far superior to
those of all “private competitors, from their terri-
torial and commercial revenues, that,'with'a mode-
rate exertion of their activity, they may preserve,
almost the whole of that'trade.

3. They will -possess the regulation and control
qf the, India trade, so far as depends upon the
Indian Goverriments; and as those Governments
will -continue in the exercisé of 'thé executive
power, all the private Merchants,.who may rep'dr
to the ports and harbqurs within the extensive li-
mits of their jurisdiction, will of course be subject
to the autherity of their Government.

4. They . will retain the whole pitronage and
expenditure of a revenue of upwards”of Fifteen
Millions sterling per annum in India, together with
very extensive establishments at home, dependmg
upon ‘that revenue,

, 5. The accounts between the Ppblic and the

" Company, - being brought to o sudden and Vio-

lent- crisis of setﬂcment may be amxcabfy and
G
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Jeisurely adjusted, with a view to mutual copve.
nience.

On the other hand, should the Company in.
.cautiously drop the sulstance to pursue the ska<
dow, and refuse the proposition of Government
and should Parliament, upon a full and deliberata
consideration of the actual citcumstances of the
Company, deem it more advisable to bring theiy
accounts with the Public to a thorpugh investigas
tion and final settlement, than to admit the Com.
pany’s new pretensions to a perpetual monopoly ;.

. 1¢ The Company will lose as much of the
China trade as may fall into the hands of the prie
yate merchants, wha zhink they shall be gble to sel]
tea 85 per cent. cheaper than the Company,

2. They will lose the control of the India coms
-tnerce, and will carry on their traffic in India as
subjects, in common with the private Eritish mers
chants.

3. By thatloss, voluptarily incurred, they may
_throw the greatest part of the trade into the handy
pf the Private traders.

4 They will lpse the patronage of Jndia, and
the estaplishments depending upon it 3 which they
will thus compel Parliament, contrary to the dis-
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position of Government, ta place under different
arrangements; -

5. The accounts between the Public and the
Company ‘must be referred for investigation tq
Lommissionérs of Inquiry, tg be finally settled
-and adjusted,; -

It is now for the Proprietors, after well consi.
dering these two alternatives, to determine, under
which ¢f the twq! their: dividend will be wmost
SECUTC,

With tegard to Constitutional objections against
taking the Government of India out of the hands
of the Company.(upon which objection.theircons
fidence in their present prefensions..chiefly :re«
poses), it is difficult to conceive that the wisdom
of Parliament, after the experience of so many
years, is unequal to the task of devising a sfstem
as good as that of the Compariy, without jncurring
the evil which those Constitutional objections sup-
pose. The Company’s Government, it must be
recollected, has been g production of chance, and
has grown by the progress of accidental events.
It has, indeed, answered far better in practice
than could have begn expected, if we counsider its
prigin ; and therefore, it is not desirable that it
should be materislly altered ; peither is it likely
that any such altergtion of the system should be
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eontemplated, unless thé indiscretion of the Com-
pany should impose upon Parliament the necessity
of resorting to that measure. But it certainly does
not seem to be a measure msuperab]y difficult, to
preserve whatever is really good in the present
sybtem, and even to remedy some of its defects,
without departing from’ the path of experience,
and resorting to improvements of theory and ex-
;ieriment. .

There is one point of view, however, in which’
such 2 system would acquire an evident advantage
over that which has hitherto obtained: viz. that
it would, in every Session, be liable to the revision
of Patliament, and to the immediate’correction of
every error:which inight be observed, and to such
further continual improvements as experience
might direct; not being embarrassed by the com-.
pact of @ Charier,

GRACCHUS,
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LETTER VIII

Wednesday, February 17; 1813.

Ix is very observable, that the objections which
have been made by the East India Company to the
admission of ships, returning from India, to import
and dispose of their cargoes at any other place than
the Port of London, are not founded so much
upon any statement of the injury which the trade
of the- Company would sustain by admitting.
them, as upon a provident regard for the adven«
turers themselves, apd a cantion held out to them,
not to entertain an expectation of benefiting by.
any commercial speculation in India;. since the,
long experience of the Company has enabled them
to show, that it must be ultimately ruinous to the
speculator,, The sum of the experience, alleged
by those who have come forward to-defend this
point, is, ¢ That it is not practicable to extend the
¢ consumption of Europecm manyfactures generally
“ in India ;" and the facts which they have asserted
in support of this experimental argument,. and
upon which they rest its strength, are these four
following :

1. That the natives of India entertain a strong
characteristic aversion, to engage in commercial
transactions with foreigners.
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2. That their religious prejudices, customs, i«
bits, and tastes, render it impossible that they
should ever become, consumers -of our manufacs
tures, to any extent.

3. “That their poverty opposes.an insuperable bae
to such consumption.
4. That these facts and their consequences are
demonstrated in the examples of the Portuguese
and the Dutch, who were not able to carry their
export commerce with India to any considerable
extent.

* Let us take these several propositiond in their
erder ; and examine, how far they possess that
forcé of truth, whicly the Campany has supposed
to belong to them.

1. In the infancy of the European intercourse
with India, the sole object of those whé engaged
in its commerce was, to procure the produce and
commodities of the East. In this pursuit, so fad
were the matives fram opposing ‘any obstacles td
their endeavours, that 'they were found disposed
to afford-every facility to a traffic, -which brought
“tliem specie in exchange for their manufactures;
atid for the productions of’ their soil. *This fact,
which is established by every writer who' treated
opon’ the sibject of the: India'comtiecd during
that period, would of itsélf. constitute & éompleté
answer to those who advance the proposifion; that

2
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the natives of India are averse, through an esta
blished prejudice, to engage in commercial trans=
actions with foreigners.

When the ingenuity of the French and German
artists enabled the speculators in this traffic to in-_
troduceworks of funcy; we learn from Tavernier,
who made six several journeys, between the years
1645'and 1670, from France to India, by various
routes, that the Rajahs of Hindostan and of the
Deccan, as well as the Mahomedan princes of those
countries, admitted him into their states; that the
articles of .manufacture which be introduced were
received and - purchased with an avidity which:en
couraged him to continge, for-so many years, the.
pursuit of that commerce ; that he found the na-
tives of ‘India, spread over the whole range -of
country from the Indus to the Caspian Sea, en-
gaged in the-active prosecution of foreign traffic;
and that the number of Banyans {the chief coms
mercial cast of Hindoos) at that time established
-at- Ispahan, . were not less than ten thousand.
Forster, who, in a more recent period, followed,
Tavernier. in one of : the routes which he had tra-
-versed, informs us,: that, in the year 1783, he.
found - Banyans established at Astrachan, within
the Russian émpire. And we further learn” from
Bruce;: that the principal agents of. commerce’ at
Mocha and Jeddd, in the Red.Sea, were Banyans;
‘and that.they-had .even. extended. themselves into .

-3
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Abyssipia, No stronger evidence, therefore, can’
bg required to make it manifest, that foreign ag
well as internal trade has been in all ages, and
still continues to be at the present day, a common
practice, and g favogrite pursuit of the Hindqas:

2, With regard to the restrictive pperation of
the religious prejudicesand customs of the Hindoos,
against the adoptiqn of forejgn articles of manufagy
ture ; Mr. Colebrooke, lately a Member of tha
Supreme Council; and an eminent Oriental scholar,
bas furnished us with i'nformatjon upon this subw
ject, equally important and decisive. In am uns
published work, on the Agriculture and Commercg
of Beugal, cited in The Edinburgh Review, for
November 1812, that gentleman observes, that

according to the sentiments of the Hindoos, ¢ Al;
«.things come wndefiled from the shop;™ ar, in
the words of Menu; * The hands of an artist
£ employed inhis art are always pure; .and so j§
1f every vendible commodity when exposed to sales
“ that woolleys are purified by 3 single exposurg
$¢'tQ air, while water is necessary to purify other
¢ glothes.”! Proceeding with these principles, he
further informs us, “ Thal the rainy season agd
ffwinter . of India afford real occasion for the pse
#¢ of woollens ;. that the fabrics of Europe are 2l-
£5 ways preferred ; and, if the articles were adapted
£ in-the mannfacture. fo the Indian use, and the
£5 price. reduced, the consumption.would descend
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% frofn the middle even to the midte hiniéros
“ classes. That the natives of India do not want
“ g taste for porcelame, and other elegant wares ;
“t that they require vast quantxtles 6f mietallic ves-
¢ sels; and of hardware; that, considering the
“ greatness of the population, dnd thé disposition
% of the natives to use Edropean marufattures, &

¥ canhot be doubted, that a great vénd might b§
* found, and that the demand will Intrease with
* the restoration of wealth.”

The duthority of Mr. Colebrooke on this sub
ject would be conclusive, even if it stood alonet
bat it may be supported by a refererice to the
opiriion of many persons, who have been resident
in the great cities of India. Those persons would
be found to testify, thatat Delhi, at Lucknow, at
i{ydrabad Mjysore, and Tanjore, in all the cﬁpg-
taIs, whether Hindoo 6r Mahomedan, a taste prés
yails dirhoripst the natives for 2 variety of articles of
izumpean manufactoge. The late Nabob of Oude, ~
was known to héve affected thé Européin dtess}
Is may be"seen by the ‘¢ostime of his picture, i
the possession of the Marquis ‘Wellesley,

A 1arge dssdrtment of cut glass lustres has been

frovxded by drder, for the Soubahdat of the' Dec>

an ;' 4nd 4 person i§ now proceeding t6 Tadiay

fith the license of the' Compahy, for the express
¥e
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purpose of arranging them, when they shall have
reached his palace of Hydrabad,

The Rajah of Mysore (and, in the same manner,
many of the Serdars of that state), is frequently
clothed in scarlet cloth ; his servants are generally
dressed in woollen of that colour; and he often
travels in an English carriage, driven by postil-
lions, who are habited in the English costume.
The Rajah of Tanjore exhibits in his palace a co-
lossal marble statue of himself, wronght by the
hand of .Flaxman § and the monument of his re-
vered Mentor, the late celebrated missionary,
Swartz, sculptured by the same eminent artist,
was executed and, sent to Tanjore, at the express
-and urgent desire of that enlightened Prince.

We must further observe, that so far are the
religious and civil habits of the Hindoos from ob-
structing the intercourse of trade, that their policy
has connected trade with religion; and the great
festivals of their worship, are at the same time
the appointed periods and scenes of their most
acliva commerce. Jaggernaut, Ramxsseram, Tn-
-petty, are the most celebrated places of Hindoo
dévotion within. the British dominions 3 and every
one who has, resided in India must know, that
Juirs are held at those places at the periods, when
the greatest concourse of pilgrims is drawn tq
them by the celebration. of their religious rites
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and -ceremonies.’ In further illustration of the
disposition of the natives to, traffic, in every way by
which profit can be derived, the following fact
-may be stated; which can be attested by every
officer who served with the army under Sir Arthur
Wellesley (now Marquis of Wellington), against
the Mahrattas, in 1803. The distant and severe
service in which that army had been engaged, had
exhausted the store of European necessaries with
which it had advanced against the enemy; and the
officers arrived at'Poonah, almost destitute of those
comforts and accommodations. But they found
the native merchants of that capital provided with
the most essential of those several articles, and
-they were soon supplied, through the agency of
those merchants, with every thing for which they
had occasion. Poonah is the capital of a Brahmin
government ; and, therefore, this single fact would
serve to furnish a complete answer to every thing
that has been asserted, against the practicability
of introducing and extending the manufactures of
Europe into every part of Hindostan.

3. That the poverty of a large majority of the
native subjects of our Indian Empire is such, "as to
disable them from acquiring our manufactures, is
certainly- true; but it is no less trne; that a very
considerable portion of that population possess the
means of indulging in every article of conveniencg
and lyzury, both' native and European. It has
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beeri Very getierally stated, that ther aré only two
‘tlasses of people in Indna, the vety rich and the
very poor. Buf a minute investigation idto the
‘fciety of India, would discover the error of this
ktaternént, and would show, that there exists a
third and middle class, far removed from the con-
dition of either of the others; greatly exceed-
jig in number the former of these, and falling far
short of the ldtter. This class, as they certainly
possess the medns, would, if proper steps were
‘#aken,- inaterially contribute to the demand and
consumption of magy of our home manufactures.

* 4. Withi respect to the evidence, attempted to tie
drawn from the ill success of the Portuguese and
"Dutch traders, we are to observe, that the sitod-
tion of the- ‘Portugiese and the Datch, during the
"period when they were in possession of the Eurd.
Pean trade with India, was so exceedingly differ-
ent from that of the British nation at the present
-moment, that it is scarcely possible to draw a
sound compatison between them. The native
Governments were at that time powerful ; and the
establishinents of the Portaguese, and afterwards
wf the ‘Duteh; éxtended but a short distaice from
the Setitdst ; the manufactures of Earope were,
in‘a nlhnder; in thelr infaney; and ’nexthe‘r Portu-
83l vior Hollind ere manufactunng ‘dountries,
Whereis, the British empire i not establishéd
over the tictiest and most populaus”regiors of {a-
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dia, and its influence is exterided even furtber than
its dominion; the manufactures of the Umted
Kingdom have attained a-degree of perfect;qn,
which never has beén equalled; they can be fa~
shioned to the tastes, the wants, and the papnces
of every nation and climate ; and certamly, the in-
terests of the country call for the cultivation of
every channel, which can be opened for the en-
largement of our commerce.

We cannot better conclude these observations,
than by applying the circumstantial evidence which
they afford, to Mr. Dundas’s letter of the 2d April
1800; ip whxch that Minister admitted the fact, of

provress:wely increasing consumption ; but, at
the same time, conceived ‘that the customs of the
natives would prescribe limits to its nxtens;ap
¢ I do npt mepn to say,” says hie, ““that the ex-

¢ ports from this country to India have not bce_q

“ yery considgrably increused of lage yegrs ; and 1
« make no doubt that, from recent cifcumstances,

*¢ they may be still conszderably increased. But the
« prospect, from the causes I have already referred
‘¢ to, must alwaysbe a limited one.” What these
causes are he thus explains :—¢¢ The export trade
“ to India can never be,extended to any degree,
¢ proportionate to the wealth and population of
¢ the Indian Empire; neither can the returns
¢ gpon, it be very profitable ta individuals, Those

2
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 who attend to' the manners, ‘the manufactures,
“ the food, the raiment, the moral and religious
“ prejudices of that country, can be at no loss to
“ trace ‘the causes why this proposition must be
 q true one.”

The evidence wlrich has been produced demon-
strates, that neither the manners, raiments, nor
prejudices of Hindostan, are of a nature to impede
the introduction of articles of European manufac-
ture; and it thus proves, that the causes assigned
for thie limitation of our esport trade;, ‘are not'cals
culated to impose any such-limitation. ‘What,
then, it may be asked, are the causes, why the
consumption’ of thé manufactures of Europe i
India has in no degree kept pace with the extens
sion of our territories, and of their population ?
The ¢xamination of this branch of our subject
tvould carry us to too great a length on the present
occasion, ‘and will therefore best be reserved for a

separate communication. '
’ GRACCHUS.
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LETTER- IX.

Saturday, March 30, 1813,

IN searchmg for the causes, which ‘mve prevented
an exstensive introduction of the British manufac-
tures intq the pountries subject tg.the dominian or
influence of the British Crown in Tndia, it naty-
rally occurs ; that na measure appears ever to hays
been concered, for the general purpose of alluring
the attention of the natives of India to the articles
of European importation. This peglect, has evi-
dently arisen from the opinions which have been
S0 erroneously entertamed concerning the ciyjl
#nd religions prejudices of the Hindoos,

The evidence of Mr, Colebrocke has been ad-
duged, to proye that, those opinions are wholly un-
founded ; the following extracts from the Travels
of Forster, in the years 1782-3, will further
gvince, that the Hindoos, far from entertaining
any indispasition to engage in commercial dealings
with strangers, have widely extended themselves
in different foreign countries for that express
purpose;

Hegaz,o-4 At Hegat, 2 joung 1 twa naravan-

% seras about one hundred Hindoo merchants,

 whq,, by:the maintenancy of:a hrisk sommerce;
L
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¢¢ and by extending a long chain of eredit, have
¢ become valuablé subjects to the Government,
¢ When the Hindoos cross the Attock, t.hey
* usually put onthe dress of a northern Asiatic,
*<being seldom seen without a lang,cloth coat,
¢ and a high cap b

Tussuisn.—¢ About one hundred Hindoo fa-
¢¢ milies, from Moultan and Jess‘lmere, are esta.
“ blished in this town, which is the éxtreme lxmlt
“ of their em:gratnon on this sxde of Persia. They
‘¢ gecupy a ,quarter in which no 'Mahomedan is

K permitted to reside; and I was not ‘a httle sur-
¢ prised to see those of the Bramin sect dxstm.
et guxshed by - ‘the appellation of Peerzadak, a “title
*¢ which the Mahomedans usually 'bestow on“the
¢ descendants of their Prophet. Small companies
“of Hindoos are also settled at Meschid, Yezd,

¢¢ Kachin, Casbin, and some parts of the Caspian
* shore; and more extensive societies are esta.
“ bhshed in the different parts of the Persxan Gulf,
e where they maintain a navigable éomamercé with
"4« the western coast 'of India 4."

‘Barv.——*¢ A society of Moultan Hindoos,
* which has long been estabhsbed at Baku, con.
" tnbutes largely to the cxrculahon of its coms
“ merce ; ahd, with the Arinénians, théy may be

¥ Forster’s Travels, p. 135—5. ¢ P\ 160.
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3¢ gécbunted the principal merchants of Shirwan,
'« The Hindoos of this quarter nsually embark at
s Tatta, a large insular town in the lower tract of
% the Indus; whence they proceed: to Bassorah,
‘“ and thence accompany the caravans, which are
¢ frequently passing irito Persia: someg also travel
¢ inland to the Caspian Ses, by the road of Can-
¢ dahar-and Herat. I must hete ‘mention, that
“ we ‘broight from Baku five Hindoos: two of
* them were mierchants of Moultan, and tlires
# were -mendicants, a father, his son, and-a Sue
€ nyassed'(the hame of a refigious sect of Hindoos,
¢ chieflyof the Brahmin. tribe). 'The Hindoos
% had sipplied the little wants of the latter, and
* recomthended Wim' 0 their agents 'in Russia,
¢ whence, He sald, he should like to procged with-
“Ine to'England. The Moultanee Hindqos were
* going ‘to- ‘Astrachan, merely ona commercislh
* adventure *.”

AstracEAN—~* The Hindoos also enjoy at
¢ Astrachan evefy fair indulgerice. They re nat
¢ stationary residents, nor do they keep any Qf.
¢ their Yemales " in- this citys but, after accumu.y
“lating- a certain-| property;- they return fo’ India,’
« and'are Succeeded by ottier adventuarers, - Bemg'
“ a rnercantnlé sect of their nation, and- occupied’
“ina desultory species-of- traffic, the'y'have hegs'

* Forter's Trave!s. . 2987
192
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“ lected ta preserve anty record of their frst settlos
““. ment, and sybsequent progress, in this quarter of
€ Rpsga 3 .nor i3 the fact pscertamed with any 204
2 ‘curacyy by the natiyes, of Astrachay *,”

. Having thus seen, that,the natives of, Indis are
in, 09 respect, ayerse to engage in commercial deals
ings with strangers, and, that po mejudices exist
smeng thent, of .a .pature to prevent. them from
using our manufacturey 3 we cannot, byt be forcibly
strack with, the reflection; that no systematia flan
bas ever been adopted by, the East, Indiz Company,
%q attract the gttention of the Hindoos ta the yatious
drticles of our liome: manufacturey orto stimulste
their speculation in the traffic of them, . Wheress,
in Europe, the Company have: always, found it
negessary, for,the disposal of theix IndiaygImportsy
to take active mepsures for drawing .the :attention
of the nations of the European Continept:to their
sales in London..

: ‘Fhe Direcfors, in-theit letter to Lord Bucking»
hamsh.u% upder date;ofithe 35th of-April, 1812,
{adverting- to. theis sales Ju; Barope,).. obseryey
, .zmtothwl‘%exgn Buy@r&»fmosa eonfidencq in
% thg reguarity, .and - pubb@mmth which.. the
“f Cmnpany 'y sales arg <condacted 3. that the partis
*¢-cnlogy of their cargoespra published immediately

* For ster'y Teavel pe3W e
La
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% on the drrival of 'the ships, and digtributed all;
« over the Continent. +That notices of the'quan<
* tities td be sold; and’ periods 'of sale, are alsof
<'published for general disttibufion § and that the
st gales of each.description of gobds are made’ at:
« stated periads; 'twice in-the year.”

.+ No medsure of this ndture has'ever been projected
fo# India;: and yet, the predilection, of the natives
of India} both Hindoo ghd Mahomedan; for pub~
lic shows,'scenes bf' general resort, and exhibitions’
of every kind; is so well known; that we may con~
fidently affitm, that nothing could’ have a’sorfer
tendenty to diaw thein' togéther, thad a'display;,’at
periodical fairs, of our various manufactures, Fairs
of this kind, for the sale of their home manufac-
tures, have been "héeld from time immemérial,- in
every partof India; - The' Company, therefore,
needed only Yo ehgtett, zupou an kstablished ushge
of the Hindoos, 4 fegular plan of pertodical fairsy
end,. by thus edoptitg ifs India & course«an*alég‘bus‘
1o that which Théy have found it neéessary’to et
ploy in Eafope, ithey might generblly have drrived
8t giving to-Caleuttd, Madtas, and Borbay, at<
tractions 6f euriosity and mercantileinterest, which
swould -most probably have drawn to those’ settle-
metits thd-wealthy natives fromr every part of the,
East§ and haveireridered the capital cities of ‘Bri~
tish Indis; ‘what ‘Amsterdam, Frankfort, ‘and
Leipsic have 1ohg? beénr §n Europe, the resorts of
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all descriptions pf people, and thé repositdries of!
every European article of use and luzury. Fromr
these different centres of commerce, the markets
of the interior of India; and especially those held
at the scenes of religious assembly, might be fur.»
pished with supplies ; and, nnder the fost:nng'
encouragement of a wise and provident Governs
ment, the intelligence and enterprise of the patiyes
of India might be called into action, and be stix
malated, b_y a powerful mome, to,exert in their,
own country those commercial talents that haves
cbtained for, them. the encouragements, which,
upon the.unimpeachable testimony of Mr, Forster,
they have Jong received in Persia, and in parts of
Russia.

. The advantage of collecting togetber,, af; stated:
periods and in established points,, the prodyctions,
of humant indusiry, and ingenuity, has beed go;
umyersally felt by all napons 3sthat, therq is scatcle
ly a country, advanced tq any degree of; ciyiljza-,
tion, in which the practice has not prevailed. . To;
effect this object, with a view to the -extension of,
our export, trade in “India, getive epcouraggmm;
is alone requisite ;; but, in order to give it stability,;
native agency, must be, called, forsh inte actiopa
The supplies wh:qh (as was meutgo;;wd on a former,
occasion) were found at, Poonah, were obtained
from that source alone.. The Parsee merchants at
Bombay, are the principal agents of the Command.
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ers and: Officers of the :Company's “shipts such
parts of their investmehts’as are not'disposed of
among the, European pbpulatxori» are purchased,

and circulated in the interior, by the Parsees. The
.small supplies of Europein manufactures which
find their way into the principal cities of the' Dec-
.can, prooeed from ‘this soivee : but there is reason
to believe, that the articles which arrive at those
_places are too frequently of an inferior sort, or such
as have sustained damage in the -trausit from

Eurppe.

To give perféction "to the"great object here;
sketched ont, it'will be indispensably necessary
that the local authorities in India should direct
their most serious attention to this subject. IIA’
our Indian empi’re is bur only }ecunty Jor our
dian trade, so oar Indian frade’must be rendered
an object of vigilant concern to those who admi.
nister thd Governmént of that empire. From the
xultiplicity ahd:imiportance of their ‘other avotds
‘tions,’ that'trade Has ot hitherto réceivéd all the'
‘contsideration'to which its high value is entxtled
‘but;* whenever ai' #deqaate regard shall be paid to
ity it-will " become a duty "of 'the’ Governments to
take actjve'dnd effectual steps, for drawing the at-
teiition of 'the natives fo our éxporied commodities,
and for prométing the dz spersron of those commodz.
sies, withir thé sphére of their influefice’ or power,
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We now discernn one operative cause of the com-
.paratively small demand for, and consumption of,
our European arlicles, in the Indian empire; @
cayse, however, which it is within our capacity ta
control, or to remove. And, after what has been
summarily exposed, in this and in the preceding
communication, it can be no difficolt point to dew
termine, whether this cause, or the alleged preju-
tices of the Hindoos, have most contributed ta Limit
the extent of our Export Trade ta India.

GRACCHUA.

Fraterestpa———

LETTER X.

THE RIGHTS AND PRETENSIONS OF THE BAST
INDIA COMPANYa

Monday, March 8, 1813,

Ir‘is now becomg a matter of the most solema
,juiportance, that the public attention shpuld be
called to a clear and deliberate survey of rux
Ricnys and PreTexsions of the East India Con-
.pany s and that the judgment of Parliament should
be'directed to, and its sense declared wpon, tbe
subject of those pretensions, which have generated
4 NEw CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION, and are now
carried to an height to affect the supreme Soves
'réiénty of the State. Todiscuss thos¢ Rights and
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Frejensions at large, wonld demand a far fore
egtended space than the present occasian can sup-
ply; but it would be. altogether unnecessary to.
enter into a moype enlarged discussion 3 hecause,
in order to obtain the'end here propased, of draw-,
ing and fixing the attention of Parliament and the
JFPublic upon the subject, little more “is required,
.than. to hring those several Rights.and Pretensions
into one compressed and distinct point of :view;
‘and to leave it to the legislative wisdom todeter<
mine finally upen their valdity.

The rights of the :East India Compsny, are
usnally distinguished into their femporary rights,
and their perpetual or permaunent rights.

1. The tgmporary rights of the Company are:

1. A right to the exclusive trade with all the.
coyntries lying rastward .from the Cape of Good
-dfepe to phe Strgitt of Mdgellan, 'This right is.a
dease of all the public right to.the trade of. those
parts of the world ; which lease hag been renewed
10.the Gompany, from.time to time,. inconsiderg-
tion of a varying premium to be paid by them.xo
the Public. |

+ 2. A right to administer the government.and re-,
-venye &f gl (the gerritories .in Jydia qequired. by
X
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them during their term in the exclusive trade. This
is a right delegated from the Crown, with the assent
of Parliament ; and which can be possessed by the
Company no longer, than the authority from
which it emanates has, or shall prescribe.

Upon the expiration of these temporary rights,
which determine, as thelaw at present stands, in-
the ensuing year, 1814, the East India Company
-will remain in possession of whatever permanent
rights shall be foand to pertain to them.

II. The perpetual, or more properly, the per-
manent rights of the Company, must be consi-
dered under two distinct heads, viz. admitted and
alleged.

§ 1. The admifted permanent rights are,

1. To be g Body Politic and Corporate, with
perpetual succession.—This right has been cons
firmed by various succeeding Charters and Statutes.’
But there are some observations, which it is im-
portant to make uvpon this subject. The first
‘Charter, granted by Queen Elizabeth, in 1601,
to the first or London East India Company, creat-
ed both its corporate capacity and its exclusive privi-
. lege; to continue for a term of fifteen years; but it
_provided, that, in case it should not prove bene-
ficial to the Public, the whole of the grant might
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at any time be determined, upon two years no-
tice given to the Company. The succeeding
Charters of James I. Charles II. James II. and
William and Mary, conferred, in the same manner;
both the corporate capacity and the exclusive pri-
‘vilege ; and though they did not, like the former,
fix a term for their duration, yet they rendered
the whole grant, determinable upon three years
notice. No provision is introduced into any of
these Charters, to make the corporate capacity
outlast the exclusive trade, When the principle
of “ a more national, general and extensive trade
¢ to India,” declared in the Charter of the 5th of
William and Mary; .had been folléwed by the
ameasure of creating, a General Society of Mer-
chants, and of erecting @ New Company, the
advocates for that measure took particular care to
show, #That the Old Company, in reciting their
¢ Charters, had forgot to mention the provisos
¢ therein, viz. -that the respective Kings of Eng-
*¢ Jand, who granted them, reseryed a discretion-
*¢ ary power to make them void on three years
‘“ warning *.” 'This observation did not apply to
their exclusive privilege only, but extended equal-
ly to their corporate capacity; both being deter-
minable by the same warning, because bath were
derived from the same grant, the whole of which
grant. was made liable to that determination, not-

# Anderson’s Hist, of Commerce (1698), vol, il, p. 321, fok
M2
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withstanding their corporate capacity was to enjoy
“ perpetual succession.” Hence it ‘is manifest,
that the perpetuity conferred by the Charter wag
not perpetuity of excldsive trade, or political
power, but of cotpordte succession. But perpetual
successiont in 4 body corporate, does not imply
perpetuity of datation, but metely unintetrupted
Biuctession of the. individuals who compose ity
ivhich every corporate body must: possess, whats
ever may be the term of it$ duration, i order thadt
it may become, and mdy be able to perform the
acts of, alegal person,

The Statoté of g and 10, and the Charter of 16
Williaim III. which created both the corporute ca-
patity and the exclusive privilege of the New, or
English Company, followed the éxample of the
foriner Charter, granted to the O/d Company,
and rehdered the whole grant detérminable by the
game process. But; in the 1oth year of Queen
Anrie, after the twp Compames had become Ukit-
ed, they répresented the great hazard they should
ehcounter, by engaging in any' considerable ex-
penses for secuting the Pepper Trade, nnder the
Titnitation of that elause; in consequence of which
Tepresentation the tlausé was repealed, and the
limitation was left dpen. The Company from
thepce inferred, that they had acquired 2 perpe-
tuity of duration, both for their corporate capacity

“4nd their excldsive priyilege; the continuaticé of
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toth of ' which had ever been subjected to the samé
rale of determination. They soon, however, bes
tame sensible that such could not be the true ins
tention of the Act, and they ¢ submitted themis,
* selves to Parliament *” on the subject; in conses
quence of which-a limited term of exclusive trade
was assigned them, without any limitation being
imposed upon the negative perpetuity of durstion,
which they had acquired for their Corporation by
the repeal of the determining clause. But it was
not till the year 1730, the third year of the late
King, that the Company obtained a true and pasis
tive perpetuity of duration far their Body Corpae
rate; at which time an Act was passed, empowers
ing them to continue to-trade to the East Indies,
as a Company of Merchants, although their excla-
sive right to the trade, and.their. power of admi-
mistering the government and revennes of India,
should be determined by Parliament. From that
time only, .the Incorparation and the Exclusive
Privilege become- distinguished. The distinctions
here made will be found of materia] importance,
in anather part of this statement.

2. Atvight tq acquire and possess lands, tene.
ments, and property of every Aind; and te dishbse
of the same, under .@ Commaon Seal.—This right
was conferred by the Charter of the 10th of King

* A Shoit Hist, of the East Iadia Company, p. G,
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William ;.but by Stat. 3 G. 2. c. 14. § 14. .the
Company’s estates in Great Britain were limited
to the value of 10,000/. per annum. In virtue of
this right, the East India Company were em-
powered to settle °° factories and plantations,”
within the limits of .their exclusive trade.- The
Charter of William, indeed, adds also “¢ forts,”
with the power of ¢ yuling, ordering, and govern-
¢ ing them ;” but that this privilege canuot attach
vpon their corporate and permanent capacity, will
presently be made to appear. Fortresses and for-
tifications cannot, from their natare .and use,.bes
come absolute private property’; being part of the
public defences of the .Empire, they are (to speak
with Lord Hale) ¢ gffected with a public interest,
$¢’and therefore ceasg to be juris privati only *.”
The building a fort' is an act done, in its na.
ture, by virtue of a sovereign authority, and is
therefore the dereliction of the private right of
property.for a'public and general purpose. In as-
serting for the Company a private right to forts and
fortifications, the Company’s advocates have there-
fore fallen into an éstreme error, from not discri-
minating between the rights which necessarily be-
long to their delegated sovereignty, and’ those
which can alone be annexed to their commercial
corporation. . And this brings us to the considera-
gion of

# De Portibus Maris, p. 2. ¢.6. p. 77,
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. § 2. The alleged permanent rights of the Com-
pany, which require to be considered under two
descriptions, viz. rights alleged for them at the ex-
piration of their last exclusive Charter, and rights
alleged by them at the present moment, witha view
to the renewal of their present Charter. These are
the rights, or more properly the pretensions, which
have been pronounced by Graccrus, * absotutely
‘. unmaintainable, and incoinpatible with the free-
“¢ dom of British subjects ;” and not their true le-
gitimate rights, as the writer of a letter under the
signature of Prorus has chosen to assume.

The rights alleged for them were these :—

Y. Aright to possess in perpetuity certain ex-
tensive territories and seaports in India, after their
right to the exclusive trade with those places shall
cease. In consequence of different ancient Char-
ters, granting to the Company an exclusive trade,
together with certain powers of Government, they
have acquired, and actually possess, various islands,
seaports, forts, factories, settlements, districts, and
territories in India, together with the island of St.
Helena ; either by grants from the Crown, by con-
quest, purchase, or by grants from the native
powers in India. The nature and extent of their
property in these several possessions, is an import-
ant public question. By grants from the Crown
to, the ariginal or London Company, and by con-
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veyance from that Company, they possess St.
Helena and Bombay. By purchase, conquest, or
by Indian grants, they possess ‘Calcutta and Fort
William, Madras, and Fort St. Gearge, and varions
other important seats of trade ; of all 6f which, for
a fong cousse -of time, they have ehjoyed the ex.
clusive benefit.

‘With respect to'the first of these; it is evident,
that the Old Company éould only convey the plices
which they held of the Crown as they themselves
held them, and subject to the samé principles of
policy and state under which they themselves had
received' them., The Grants of Charles II., which
conceded Bombay and St. Helena to the first Com-
‘pany, refer to the Charter of the 43th of the same
yeign, whichi“Charter réfers to, and confirms the
preteding Charters of Elizabeth and James 1., mak-
ing them the ground of the Grants. The Charter
of Elizabeth declares its principle to be, < the ten-
«¢ dering the honowr of the nation, the wealth of
*¢ the 'people, the incréase of mavigation, the ad-
€ yancement of lavifal traffic, and the benefit of
«#¢ the ‘Commonwealth.” The principle declared
An the Charter of James'L is, < that it-will bea
*t yery great tonour, and jn many respects profit-
et able to rur Crownand ie CoummoNwEaxTaS”
By a reference to, and ronfirmation of, these se-
‘verdt Charters, in the Charter of Charles1I., andin

~fhe’ grants of 'St Helena and Borabay, -these prin-
3

L d
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ciples are virtually adopted ; the end and Purpose
of the Grants is declared ; and their ground is pro-
claimed ta be, the honour of the British Crown,
and the welfare of the British Nation. It was those
great publzc mterests, and not the separate mterests
of the Company, that the Crown had in view, in
concedmg the property- of those distant depend.

encxes

By grants. from the pative powers, the Company
are in actual possession of many extensive and va-
luable temtones* The doctrine of the law of Eng-
land,. in regard to the operation of these Grants,
was distinctly and officially declared in the Report
of the Attorney-General Mr. Pratt, and Solicitor-
General Mr. Charles Yorke, in the year 1757, viz.
That the moment the right,of property vested in
the Company by the Indian Grants, the right of
squereignty vested necessarily in the.Crown of Eng-
land. < The property of the soil (said those emx-
* nent lawyers) vested in the Company by’ the In-
¢¢ dian Grants, sulg]ect only to Your Majesty’s right.
“ of ,sovereignty over the settlements, and over
¢ the inhabitants as British ,sub;ects, who carry
¢ .with them Your Majesty a Jaws, wherever they
«¢ form colonjes, and receive Your MaJesty s pro-
“ tection- {»y—vu'tge of your, Royal Charters* »
In consxdex;pg this head of right,. the case, of the

* Short Hist. of East India Cotapany, p. t1.
N
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Jive Northern Circars, to which the Company lay
cIaxm in their Petition, demands a particular atten-
tion ; because, the advocates of the Company's
pretensnons are under a manifest error, with re3pect
to their tenure of those territories. They main-
tain, that the Circars are held by ‘the Company in
perpetuity, under a military service, as tributaries
to the Indian Power or Powers by which they were
originally ceded ; and that the Crown of England
has no title to interfere, between them and their
supposed Indian Chief. This pretension repders
it absolutely necessary, to take a general view of
the situation of the Company with respect to the
Circars.

In the year 1753, the French were in the con-
firmed possession of the five Circars, together with
the adjoining fort and dependencies of Masulipa-
tam ; of all of which they declared themselves to
have obtained ¢ the complete sovereignty for ever,”
'by a grant from the 'Subsh of the Deccan, a Prince
nomxpally depeqdent on the Imperial Crown ofthe
Mogul.  “ So that these territories (says Mr,
« Orme) , rendered the French masters of the

Jee greatest dominion, bothin extent and value, thaf
"t had ever been gossessed in Indostan by Euro-
é¢ peans, not excepting the Portuguesa when at the
'¢¢ height_ of their prospérity *.” The establish

» History of Indostan, vol. i. p. 335,
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ment of the French power in these important pro-
vinces, during the war between England and
France, excited the most serious, alarm in the
Company, by threatening their settlements and
possessions in Bengal ; and called forth the vigorous
and splendid exertions of Lord Clife, who, in the
year 1759, sent-a military force against Conflans,
the French Commander, under the command of
Colonel Forde. That gallant Officer succeeded in
defeating the enemy in a pitched battle at Peddi-
pore; and, pursuing him from one extremity of
the Circars to the other, terminated the campaign
by the capture of, Masulipatam : and thus, by ob-,
liging the French to abandon the Circars, the right
of conquest was made good against the French.
For it is not necessary that every part of a con-
quered country should be acquired by a separate
victory, if the enemy is compelled to evacuatg his
territory in consequence of any decisive operation ;,
and the retention of Masulipatam, was the evidence
of the triumph of the British arms over the French..
That this was the object of the campaign, is dis-,
tmct[y shown . in the declaration made by Lord
Clive before the Select Committeg of the House of
Commons, m the year 1772. - Lord Clive stated
to the House, ¢ That soon after his appomtment
4 of President of the Cormpany’s aﬂ'a:rs in Benga] '
mjz58, he toof( into his mast senous consxdera—
¢ tion the situation of affairs upon the coast of
€ Coromandel, Mons:eur Lally was arrived twith
¥
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“ such a force, as threatened not only thé destruce
“ tion of all the seitlements there, but of all the
“¢ East India Company’s possessions. That he
¢ thought it was his duty to contribute-his mite
5¢ towdrds the destruction of the'French, and there.
“ fore projected the scheme of depriving the French
“ of the Northern Circar$, contrary to the inclina-
¢¢ tion of hi$ whole Council. That tkis expedition
*¢ sicceeded completely, for- the French were totally
¢ driven out by Col. Forde, with the Company's
“¢ traops, whose conduct and gallantry opon that
¥ occasion was ‘equal, if not superior, to any thing-
¢ that had happened during the whole course of
¢ the war ®.,” This évidencg of Lord Clive proves,
that the schete was entirely military, and that the
success was the sdcbess of arms. By the Treaty of
Peace cohcluded at Paris in 1763, (Art. 11,) “ the’
« Crown of France renonnced all pretensions to
¢¢ those territories,” which thus devolved, by an’
indisputablé right of conquest, to the Crown of
England, The Company, indeed, ini the same
yéar obtained 4 grant of Masulipatami from 'the
Subah of thé Dectan, which they riow set forth i
their Petitior to Parliamient : but yet, theit most
strenuous advocates admit, that Masulipatam be.
longs to the Crown of England, by right of cone
quest over the French . And the same argument,
that proves a right of conquest to' Masulipatain,

# Yoprnals of the House of Commons, val. xxxiii, p. 811,
+.SKort Hist, of the East Jndia Company.
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proves also a ‘similar right. to- the: Northemns
Gircars.

In 1765, however, the Company being desirause
of acquiting the form of aw Indian title to the Cir:
cars, against he Subah, wbo might reclaim theny;:
negotiated for a’grant of those provincesat Delhi,.
over thie head of the Subah; which grant they:
obtained. Bt the pretensions of the Subal, who:
was close at hand, might disturb theny in' their at-
tempts to occupy the provinces; they therefore:
thought it expedient, to temporize with. the Subah;;
and to enter into a separate negotiation with himn, to:
induce himto surrender them; and they agreed:
to Hold the provinces of him also,under an engagé~
ment to'supply him with a contingent aid of military
Jbree, when called upon; and moreover, to payl
him annually a tribute in money. By thus con-
fusing their titles (which, instead of confirming;.
mutuzly defeated each other), they fully denvon-
strated the inefficacy and impotency: of the Mogul’s
grant, in the present fallen stata of that Empire.
But theé Company could only engage themselves
for military service, so far as they possessed thet
ability ;- and their ability, is limited by the extent!
of their military power ; which, being a part of
their sovereign power, must necessarily determine

with their sovereign capacity < as‘will be showd i
the next article. Whenever that capacity. ceasesy
they will be unable to furnish a single soldier, be~
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cause théy will be unable to raise a single soldier
for the defence of the provinces. In that event,
‘the Crown must of cecessity interfere, to maintain
and defend the territories ; and then, the original
cause which led to the acquirement of the Circars, ,
namely, the expulsion of the French by force of,
arms, and their exclusion by the influence of the
same arms in the Treaty of 1763, will be the true
ground on which to rest the question of right : a
right in’the Crown of England, which had exist-.
ence, prior to the form of the Mogul's grant, and.
priof also ta the expedient of the grant from the
Subah.” And here we must keep in mind, that all.
thiritories possessed by the Company in India, by
whatever means they have been acquired, are me-
cessarily incorporated into the British Empire, and.
become subject ta its Imperial Crown ; conforms
ably to the resolution of the House of Commons,
in the year 1773t « That all acquisitions made
% -under. the influence of @ military force, or by treaty
% with foreign . Princes, do of right belong to the.
« Stute,”- And as the whole fabric of. Bririsy
Inpia grew out. of a principle of advancing the
publi¢ welfare, and was not an edifice raised merely
for the separate welfare of the Company, every
iwriVaterinterest comprehended in that fabric is, by
every acknowledged maxim of State, public right,
and.consistency, subordinate ; and must be deter«

miped by the security of the public good,
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2. A right to retain in perpetuity certain essen.
tial rights of sovercignty, after: the present dele
gated sovereignty of the Company shall have re-
verted to the Crown.—Although this pretension is
a contradiction in terms, yet the assertors of it en~
tertained no doubts of its reality. They claimed
for the Company, in their permanent capacity,ofa
trading body- corporate, a. right  to appoint go-
¢ vernors, to build and maintain forts, to muster
¢ forces by sea and-land, to coin money, and
¢ to erect Courts of Judicature®,” even after
they shall have lost their power of administering
the Government of India; and this claim is re-
newed for the Company at the. present day+-.
“There is in this pretension so radical an ignorance
<of the nature of sovereignty, that it is inconceiv-
able how it could have been entertained by anyone,
-who had ever given a thought to. the subject, of
law or government. The powers here enume-
‘rated, .are essential prerogatives of sovereignty-;
‘which- may indeed be delegated for 4 time by au-
thority of Parliament, but can never be granted, in
full property by the Crown. In order to appoint.
- governors, it is first necessary to be invested with
the power -of government. The same power is
manifestly necessary, in order to be able legally.ta
raise or muster any force by sea or land, either for

# Short Hist. of the East India Company, p. 56.
+ Moming Post, Jan, 15, 1813, Letter, signed Prabus.
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deferce, or for any.other 'military service. * Amd it,
is acknowledged, that the power of .government has.
riéver been granted to the East India-Company,
Dut with limitation. ' In the grants.of Bombay and
St. Heélena, the .Company is certainly.empawered
to-erect forts, and to raise and employ forces ; hut
‘by'the -kame .grants they .are invested with the
‘pawers of Captain General in order to that end;
virtually in the first, and ezpressly in the ssecond.
tWilldt be imagined, that they are to retain the au-
‘thority ‘of Captain: General, after their. powers of
government shall cease ? .And if pot, it must be evi
“dent, that their authority.over. forts, and .all their |
‘military-power, must determine, :-whenever their
‘delegated power .of (Captain, General shall deter-
‘niine. Tt-would be an insult to any-reader, who
«has évercast his eye even on the elementary. Com-
meritaries of -Sir' William. Blackstone, to ivsist upon
a trith 80 obvious.and simple. With regard.to
ithe -erecting of Courts, no such power is given_in_
-any of the’Charters produced in évidence.. The
"Crown erects the Court, and the power granted to
'§he:Company is, and necessarily must be,. limited
-and subordinate. * The-true causé of .that extraor-
‘dinary etrors plainly:this : the Charters of King
"A¥illiam -and ' Queen -Anne, ppon.which: they rest
‘these - pretensions, conferred at. one,and the.same
time (as has_been already observed), both their
corporate- capacity -and :their . exclusive :privilege.

The assertors of those permanent sovereign rights,
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not discriminating, by .the principled 6f thirgs; be.
.tween the several powers tonferred in’ thdse Chay-
ters, have confused the provisions ; and have con~
stroed all the powers above enumerated, which by
their nature could only appertain’ to themas dele:
gated Sovéreigns, to belopg to their eapacity of an
incorporated Compariy,. And, under this illysion,
they have imagined, that those powers are annexed
to that' ’perpetmty of their ¢orporate body which
was first ‘enacted in 1730, and ' confirmed in the
33d year-of ‘the present reign 3 and that theyda
not tonstitute a ‘part: pfothose powers' of governs
tvient, which have betn conferred upon them, from
hme to time, “by1 their exclusive: Charters. As
this ‘construction 'js ‘entirely prbitrary:oh the part
of the Company, and &8 it is unsuppotted by the
ptinciples> either of Jaw'or sound reason, it ‘will be
best refated by the authority of Parliament,

(330 A righttor exclude all British suljects from
the Company's Indian potts, after their own excho
sive ‘privilege shall’ be- expired.~This right has
been ‘claimed in ‘the' followings wofdd :—#</Ak
“¢ though their-exclusive fight to the, trade; and
“ their powet of administering* the go&ei‘nment
¢ and revenues of India; were to be determined,
s+ they’ would still remém’*an";ncorporated Com-
&3 pany in perpetuzty, with-the exclusive property
“%d possesszez; of C‘alc,uttf; aird Fort William,
43 and Fort St. éeorgé ‘Bombay, ] Ben-
o
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¢ ¢qolen, and St. Helena, . and various othep
‘¢ estates aud settlements in India, Whether, in;
“ the event ;of the sole trade being determined;
““ individyals would be able to carry on a'success-
f¢_ful tradetq India, if the Compapy were ta debat:
S them the use of . thezr ports and factories, may
‘)“ require a serious gons;deratxoq"

This js a. claim, not only ta a pract:calexcfuswe
trade, after the right. to exclusive™trade expressly
granted by Parliament shall cease and determine;
but involves also claims of perpetual sovergignty
1t is incomprehensible, how it could be alleged by
a writer who, in the precedmg page, had pointedly
excepted from their powers, that of convertmg the
trade into *¢ & mischievous monopoly ;" for, whiat
mare. mischievous form copld monopoly, orén hose
ulp spverengnty; assume,. than tbai of cxcludxng
al! British, ;ndxv:duals from the ch1ef ports.and seats
of trade in India ?' By this a]leged right, the grants
q.f C’harters and thq provxsxona of Parlxament
would be reduced to an absurd:ty. Buit as this iy
a clam; of private right. to capse a public wrong
;t cannot, f@ﬂ parncularly ta gngage, the consideras
Yion of Parhamept.

The tights alleged by the Company at.the pres
sent day, are.these : i

# Short History of ghg‘ East Ip&ﬁ Company, j);'i?..'
. 1 Poid. p. 372
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1. A tight to all the ports and territories in
Tndia, possessed by the Company, of the same hind
and extent as the right by whick they hold thetr
Jreeholds in Londan.—-—Thls nght has been solerhnly
gsserted for the Company, by 1hé Chairman and
Deputy Chmrman of the Court of “Dirdctors, in
these words =<' The Company are A$ MUCH
¥t otwners of rur tarer sears of Earopean trade
¢ §n the Indlan Empxre; as they dré of ThEIR FEEEL
* 36Lps ix Loypox'*.* “This 18 an oper ard unkt
Yeserved declaraﬁon Of the East Indla COmpari},
ir&newihg dnd assetting the preceding allegatxonb
madd o:v ' their behalf at the expxrauon of thewr fa
Exclusive Chatter ¢ snd thé same allégation {s' ﬁdv’v
’repéﬁted iz their Petition'ta’Parliamént, though m
term?s somewhat mior ,quﬁhﬁeél than* thoéé w?mh
théy addressed to ‘thé GoVemmént §'viz, *‘that
¥ no per,mn'camhaVé A right, axodpt with the
¥ consent of the propfietors of fndid stbek, #b wse
" the écatd :y“ trade which thé tbckholders hade
“ acgwred' . But lhey must bring én"obliviok
‘over all the reasons of state and pohcy by which
‘they exist at'all, before they can x"érrfm‘the Tade
of the nation the ‘proud hsserhon, thaf, tbéy’ stahd
equally Kircumstanted; io regard of privafé’ rzg?zl,
with respect to ¢ the ehuef seats of Edrogedn gam«
“$ merce in the Indian Empzré, and ‘with e pect
to ¢ their freekolds 1n Landon”* They will as.

* Letter to Lord Buckinghamshire, Dee. 30, 1812,
o2
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sgredly be told by Parliament, that they may mot
exercise the same arbitrary authority. over the
chief -seats of Indiaa commerce, which they may
over thejr freeholds in London. . With regard to
their frecholds in London, they may exclude. alf
persons from entering them, they may.desert them
themselves, or they may; let ithem fall to .ruim
But it is Nor 50, with, regard to the chief seats of
Indian commerce;, they will find; .that;Yhey can.
not arbitrarily-exclude British gubjects,from those
&eats, .beyond \a Jipited. time; that. they cannot
debar the nation the beneficial use of them 3 and
4hat they:will 'not be suffered to,_render, them un-
svailable, or ynprofitable;. . As soon as,the India
«Erade shall, be- thrown. openy: the ports of - India -
Wik necessarily become open: and, if the Com-
pany should.then,-search; for, pheir private right ty
«&lase yhem, they will find, that it is, merged in the
public right, to use, themy ar,.to yse the.words of
J,ord Hale, that ¢ their jug pripatum is clothed and
59 .wpgrmdugec}mtb a jus publicum *,"

g2 Fhe:lst right alleged by the Company gt the
mpresent crisisy . which forms. the ermaxiof their
' 'p;etensxons,pnd ig the &ey to .all their latg proceed,
Angs,, is }hagof '8, perpetual union and incorporation
Aith ,;hﬁ WSupreme Government, of the, Indian Em-

"% De Portibus Maris, p. 3.6 7. p- $4¢ . ,
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pire; 5o that the Indian trade and government
niust ever continue to,be united in them, and can-
not npw-be separated, without endangermg ¥ the
t¢ British Empire.in India, and thé British Cons
¥ stitution- at hgme.” ‘This pretension; renders
the question of a temporary exclusive frade éntirely,
mugatory, because it is the unqualified assertion o§
8 perpetunl ones-not- to. be received any more as
a grape from: Parliament, as hitherto it has been;
but tor be-extorted {from Parliament through fear
of the subversion of Parliament. This pretension
is founded. upon the Company’s intérpretation of
‘3n obseryation, made by'4 late ‘eminent Minister
to the Managers of the Company's affairs, in the
yeari 1800; Yiz.! that ¢ the: Government -and the
£ trade ;of: -India, are now: vo- interpoven - toges
¢ ther, as to astablish «an- ihdussoluble ¢ .cony
. nexion of government and: tradel” TTHis dictum,
is assumed. by the Company fof-an incontestable
maxim of State, as applicable ta' their own Corpdy
ration; and for an -eternal pfinciple,- connecting
that Body Corporate with all future Indian Gas
vernment, This they denominate, ¢ THE sYsTEM;
¢¢. by 'whick: the relations bepween” Greal, “Britain,
“ and the -East Indzes are ‘now rgmlated- ard; |
in their sanguine hopes of gaining: perpetuity foy
their.system, they already congratulate themselves
upon their Incorporation, into the Sovergignty,. as
3 NEW, atid FoURTH ESTATE of the Empire. ‘
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It is thax max:m, evidently embraced for. thid
constiuction at the present crisis, that has embol-
dened the conductors of the Company’s concernd
to assume so lofty a demeanoar towards the King's
servants; and to venturé to represent the cautious
proceedmgs of .Government jn a great political
question {in" which it appears only as a ‘moderatof
between two conflicting interests), to be ap age
gression 4gainst their mdlsputable rights. It has
been #sked in the Court of Propnetors, o whethex'
+ the Ministers of the present day are become so

'@ far kxalted above their 'predecessors, or the
* Company so- newly fallen, that adequate com-
¢ inunications 1shouldr not be made to the laiter,
« 5f the plans and {ntentions of* the former ™: It
is peither the'.one nor- the other ‘but it 1s, that
the .Company -are,becomé so e]ate& and intoxi-
cated by thé am'bmous? ectation of Bemg incor+
pomted as a_perpetual: l\{em'ber of, the Supreme
Government, thiat they conceive they -have no
longer any mehsures to keep with the Ministers of

the ’Crowm,

And éan the Bntxsh pe&pleﬁnow* fail to open
'thenr eyes, and' to, dxscem the' étrait_ to w}ncH
the ancjent crowti and vealm of England would bé
reduced, by | submxttnﬂg‘ 1, acknowledge this’ neis
estate in the Empnre }' Greatly asit would be to bé
lamented that any *th}ng? shoulddxsturbthe present
internal tranquillity of ¢ our pohtxca.l system, yet, if
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such should bé the Decessary result of a résistance
{o the ambitious views of the East India Com.
pany, it _ought to be manfully and cheerfu}ly en:
coiifitéred 3 - ‘rather than admif, by a temporizing
.concession, a claim ihich shall bend PARLIAMENT
to the will of; and degrade Tre Crowx to an allic
ance w:th a Company of its own subjects ;. which
owes 'its recent emsience to the charters \of\thg
Crown, and the endctmerits of Parliament, and
yet aspires to ‘seat itself for ever, side by side, by
jts own supreme Goveriiment.

The Company have carried too far their confi-
-dence in the pomt:tutzomzll Jg‘encg by which’ the)[
hoped to nd@ in trmmphs over the Executivé Go-
yernment. Thelr exoibitant - pretensxons have
bred d nbw constztutzanal quegtwn, to which the
public mind is now furning. In their solicitude
.%o fortify themselves with, consmutzonai Jealousies,
they have constructed a formldablc fortress, which
{hréatens to émbarrass the Citadel of the State,
snd mdst .therefore of necessity awaken'its Jea-
Jousy. A chaﬂgé in the- Administration of the
Indiap. Government {should ' the Company finally
provoke such a t:hange), need npt nccessarzly throw
the patx‘onage of Jndia! into ‘the” hands of tha
Crovm means areto he found By w.nph that po- :
lmcﬂ and constxtunonal ev:l thay ‘be eﬁ'ectually
guarded ‘agdinst. . Bit if'? tbrough a precnpltate
assoroption; that no such adequal:é substitute can be
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provided for the present system, Parliamient should,
at this icritical ‘moment, unguardedly yield to
the demands of the Company, and give its
sanction to- their claims to a perpetuity of thoss
privileges which they have hitherto been cons
tented to receive with limitatio;z, what difficulties
would it not entail upon its own future proceed.
ings ? Ifthe corporate sobereignty of the Company
is once absolutely engrafted upon the Sovereignty
of the State; it cannot be extracted without lace-
rating the ancient stock, and convulsing the
general system.

. *The Company would have done wisely, if, inv
stead of resting their case upon preténsions erro-
meous in fact, inadmissible in- law, and deroga-
tory of the authority: addressed, they had rested
it wholly opon their own endeavours to promote
the -original purposa .of their incorporation:
namely, the konour of the. Croun, and the advan-
tage of the’ commonwealth. - Upon that ground the
.Company might have stood strong ; ‘and all that
would then have remained for the consideration of
Parliament, would' hdve been a.question, how
those great interests conld; under: existing cir-
cumstances, 'be best advanced; either by conti-
-nuing the present érrangement without alteration,
or by modxfymg it in such parhculars, as Parlia-
-ment in its:wisdom . 'might judge to be.necessary.

.But instead of :this, ;hey have taker 'ground upon
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high pretensions of Rrcur, which must necessa-
rily provoke inyestigation ; and we have disco-
vered, in the foregoing ‘inquiry, how far those
pretensions are supported.

The determination of this great question, how-
ever, is now reserved for Parliament ; and, upon
the wisdom of Parliament, the Country may with
confidence rely, for a full consideration of all the
public rights, commercial as well as political ; and
likewise, for the final adoption of such en arrange-
ment for the government and trade of India, as
shall appear to be the best calculated to advance
the real interests, and to promote the general
prosperity of the Empire, both in the East and
W’est.

GRACCHUS.

THE END.
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PREFACE.

—————

THE object of a Preface, it may seem, in the pre-
sent instance will be best accomplished by the Intro-
duction of five letters, which at their several dates
were published in the Berks county paper, the Read-
tng Mercury, with a view to impart information: to
those resident in that county, upon the serious events
which have occurred to endanger the stability of our
empire in India.

LETTER I.
To the Editor of the *“ Reading Mercury.”

S1r,—The newspaper which I received this morning conveys
the intelligence from India which might have been reasonably
anticipated. My associations with the public service in India,
during years of the most early and active period of my life, and
the personal interest of my affections with those now there, will
be the warrant for the sincerity and spirit of truth with which
I shall venture to offer my observations upon the disasters
which are now inflicted upon this most distant and valuable
portion of our empire, and to which none of your readers can
be supposed to be indifferent ;—wounds inflicted by a military
body which have ever obtained solicitude and kindness from
the Government they serve, and who, for so long, had merited
the confidence reposed in their sllegiance and fidelity.

The serious question of which all are so anxious to acquire
the solution, is—From what cause has sprung the dire effect of
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mutiny in a body of men who had never been found deficient
in display of bravery, fidelity, and zeal, in aiding our military
triumphs, or in yielding support to our civil administration, or
in participating severe trials upon occasions of defeat or retreat ?
Had they ever been found to betray or desert ws in such diffi-
culties? A body of men, also, selected from the subjects of our
empire in India, whose inclinations are disposed towards attach-
ment to our government, and whose principles of religion
inculcate respect, obedience, and fidelity to the Government
under which an Almighty Providence has assigned it to be
their lot to serve.

The causes of the mutiny in Bengal at the present time are,
to me, evidently in exact correspondence with those which pro-
duced the like effect of the mutiny at Vellore in 1806, now
fifty-one years since; in both instances proceeding from an
unruly spirit of fanaticism, which, once engendered, usurps
dominion over the mind, and under ascendancy of a heated
religious impulse becomes uncontrollable, setting aside all
moral restraints, all feeling of fidelity, and the duties of tem-
poral concern, as well as all inducements of self-interest or
preservation—absorbed in one overpowering influence, excited
by persuasions of their priests of their superior duties to uphold
their religious faith and the injunctions with the customs
enforced by its tenets, even with the sacrifice of life itself.

In confirmation of this view of the question,—It will be
remembered, that after the conquest of Mysore, in 1799, the
surviving sons of the Sultan Tippoo became sumptuously lodged
in the fort of Vellore, and were so when the mutiny broke out
there. By the subversion of the Mahomedan kingdom of
Mysore, many ardent spirits, though pensioned, were left under
aggravation of loss of power, of influence, and of distinction.
They, under such feelings of disparagement, became active in
disaffection. They knew, and they felt, that so long as the
sepoys were faithful they must remain powerless and under con-
straint. They judged wisely that they could only act upon the
fidelity of the sepoys by instilling into their minds a firm belief
that we had intention to enforce upon them the observances of a
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Christian faith. To effect this purpose, the disaffected were
aided by the injudicious zeal of persons who were instigated by
an anxious desire for the conversion of our subjects in India to
the adoption of the Christian faith; and about this period, one
very exemplary reverend gentleman, most active and intelligent
in such pursuit, was so indiscreet as to avow his opinion to be,
that “a wise policy seems to demand that we should use
every means of coercing this contemptuous~spirit of our native
subjects.”

By such demonstrations of purpose of conversion, the Hindoos
and the Mahomedans became equally alarmed and exposed
to the designs of the disaffected. They were further confirmed
in their apprehensions and distrust by another untoward cir-
cumstance which occurred at this period. It happened, unfor-
tunately, that there prevailed at head-quarters of the Madras
army a ““ martinet spirit,” as so termed by Sir C. Napier; in
consequence, with perfect innocent intention, changes were
ordered in the formation of the turban, or head-dress, of the
sepoy, and the new turban was in material obnoxious to
the Mahomedan, With reference to the Hindoos, they were
required to set aside the marks upon their foreheads, which
hitherto they had always used, and wkich each class o