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KHIRI THE MAID SERVANT 

Kbiri 
, f -

011£ people have the means to be 
good in gorgeou& -comfortt and othe~s 
like us gfoan under the burden of then' 

goodness. Their charity, grows fat in 
~heir easy chairs, while we carry .out their 
'l1ission with the sweat of our brows. 
They reap un~;!!1~. fame and we -early 
':leath. " ~._. 

A voice from, witliO'tt-· - -
Khiri f Khiri! 

Kbiri 
There she calls! No time for poor me 

even to nurse my grievance! < 

ENTERS RANI KALYANI 

Kalya.ni 
Sulky as usual ! 

Khiri 
That proves I am 'made of :flesh and 

blood. 
Kalyani 

'What is your latest grievall('e '? 
Khid 

That I made a wrong choice when I 
['hose you for my mistress. Why should 
I come to a Rani's house. -if I must serve 
a whole world of ragged riffraffs, cook for 
a needy neighbourhood bred in dirt, and 
wenr out my finge.rs washing their dishes?, 
and all this with nobody to help me ! 

- . Kalyani-
Help you could have .enougn . if your' 

topgue did not sting out all the servants I 
brought to'lllY house. -

. . "Kbi • " n 

and cannot bear the least wrong around 
me. This fastidious delicacy of mine dooms 
me to solitude~ The servants you had w<tre', 
pure-blooded robbers, bleS$ed with _a dan· 

- gerously iIllJocent look. 
Kalyani 

And what about yourself ? 
. Kbiri 

HoI! Mother! I neyrcf8:im tv ~~,~~_ 
exceptl0n. I freely t~e all that I can lay 
my hands on. Yet--! have out a. sino-Ie 
pair of them. .1h;*Creator made these to 
~--{f}E ,au

1
d t,o 1foid; therefore if you multiply 

hand~botit -you, you divide your posses-
sions. . 

Kalyani 
But your' solitude seems to be bursting 

with-a crowd of nephews and -nieces and a 
miscellaneous brood of cousins. ,Hasn't 
each ,9£ t~~ a pair' of hands for their 
share? You anger me and yet ma.ke me 

'laugh. 
\ 

[{hiri 
If only you laughed less and got angered 

more, possibly you could have changed my 
nature. 

Kalyani 
Your- nature change! Not even .!\vhen 

you are d'ead. 

Khiri 

- You are right." I have a sensitive' niind;-
D-., • " 

'This is encoUragingly true. It mak~s 
ine hope that death will be cautious about 
claiming me. There! look at 'that· lazy' 
crowd waiting at yout gate. _ Some of 
them have the story of a sick husband, 
who obligingly neve\" dies, and, SQme of an 
uncle, whose 'death remains for ever fresh 
with its endless claini to funeral, rites. 
Thev bring' their bags full oflies~ l:o~e~ .. ' 
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,Ja:nge t!\ ir solid silver. I ne'\"er cease 
10 wondet\,jr*,;w certain people can have a 
special relisH for being cheated. 

, Kalyani 
The poor cheat because wealth is often 

meaner .than poverty. However, tell me 
why, last evening. when r fed the poor, 
sweets were scarce and also milk. 

Kbiri 
Very likely the pastryman and the 

milk-vendor like to give you a fair chance 
to be cheated.---

ENTER NElG:anOURING WOMEN 
, T1ie.'~ s'bout 

Long live Rani Kalyani! 
Kbiri 

J..il .... "cn to tliii~~ ;.1£ their stomachs had 
nUSsed their fill 0 l-.go~d fB;re yest:rday, 
their lungs would sho 1t thlS mormng. 

Kalyan_ . . 
. W,ho is thai girl with y~~ 

ne'Ver sa'Y her before. , -
Becond woman' , 

It is the new bride come to our bouse. 
I have brought her for your blessing , 

'~., - Kbiri 

ItIs easy to' guess what you mean b~ 
blessin~ .. 

Kalyani 
She has a sweet face. 

Second woma,Jl 

But. not' a particle of jewelry has she 
brpught from her father~s house. 

Khiri' / 
'''They are all safely stored in yout" own 

chesi,"whisper tbosewho are in the secret. 
Kalyani'. . 

Come wit~ me into my room. 
(Kalyani goes .with 'th~ wo~an 

apd. the b!"1Je) 
Finst Woman 

The utl.,t'otnmon cheek of that woman. 
. - Kbiii ' 

Jt is tiresomely common. . 

Third woman 
'But this surpasses anything :hat wt. 

know. 
Kbirl· 

Because it benefits somebody else bu.t 
you. 

Third WOman 

. Your wit makes our sides burst with 
1aul?hter. , 

0; 

First woman 
'Vhatever w~ may say, our Rani has' 

the biggest heart in the world. 
Kbiri -' 

In other words, she is the biggest fo( 
, under ,the Sun. 

Fourth woman 
That is true. You remember how 

blind Andi was loaded with money, merely 
for fun, it seemed to m~ ,. 

~oma.n 
-tndth;t old witch of a potter womSIJ 

took'away from her' a real woolen rug as 
a reward for her facility in weeping. 

Fourth woman 

There is no harm in charity, but must.it: 
be foolish? 

First' woman 
But she has such a. sweet nature. 

. Kbiri 
A great deal of one~s sweetness belongs 

to one's pocket. 
Fourth woman 

'Vhat I object to in be,r is her familiaritY) 
with vulgar people. 

Third 'Wom411 
She co~ld e'asiIy have a better com .. 

panion, to say . the . least, than Kedar's 
mother. 

Fourth woma.n 
It is simply cOurtIng the 

the vulgar. 
. Khlri 

applause ot 

. Such is the way of the world. It h all 
give and bike. She- supplies food to' our 
mouths, to_ gather' back pr~,ise from them. 
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She gets the best of the bargain. 'For 
food is vulgar, but praise is for the great. 

Fourth woman 
There they come' back from the Rani's 

room, that woman with the bride. 
First woman 

Show us what you have got. 
Second woman 

Nothing but a pair of bracelets. 
Third woman 

I t sounds like a, practical joke. 
Fourth woman 

You remember Piari got for her newly 
,harried daughter a gold, chain besides a 
~air of earrings. ' 

Second woman 
~)ity is not for the poor, bqt fortunate 

are tlleY'-w1io'b.2.\~_the reputation for" it. 
Fourth wuzw.n --The generosity of the rlcll-'is''''2r91er,-

hobby, it is only to please themselves. 
Khiri 

If only Lakshmi, the Goddess of Luck, 
were kind to me, I would show how to be 
kind in proper style. ' 

Second woman 
"Ve pray that sour wish may be rul· 

filled. 
First woman 

Stop your chatter! I hear the Rani's 
footsteps! 

Fot1(tb~ woman 

hoeing ~nd raking, weedin ~ 
green thmg that bore flower~' 

Kalyani " 

eve!) 

Before you go hO,me remember that if 
gifts had to flow parallel with expecta
tions they would have run dry and 
disappea~ed from the world within, a few 
days of creation. lShe leaves the room). 

I!ourtb woman 
Isn't that spiteful? She must have 

been eavesdropping. 
Khiri 

No need for that. She is old enough to 
know by this 'tune that the praise that 
grows to excess before her face is genet:.ally 
pruned thin behind her back. 

Fourth woman 
Really, you people Gu~ht \to control 

your 'tongues. 
Third woman 

.If o?ly you J'£h~ do it, it won't matter 
11i~h~~~st oius fail. 

Khiri 
Enough for,the day's" work of detrac· 

tion. 'Now you can go home with eased" 
hearts and try to forget the 'smart of 
receiving favours. (The women gQ.":'-She 
calls-) Kini, Bini, Kashi I 

(THE GIRLS cOlin) 

Yes, Granny. 
Kin; and Bini 

(Loudly) Our Rani is all angel of ' Yes, aunt .. 
mercy. Khiri 

Third woman 
Wealth has been blessed by the touch of 

her hands. 

\Vhat 
about? 

ENTERS KALYANI 

Kalyani 
are 'you all so busy 

I{hiri 

-
talking 

They have been furiously ploughing the 
ground of your good fame, hanowing, 

Come and take your meal. 
Girls 

.. We J 

are not h~giy. 
.Kbiri 

For eating hunger is not essential, b?t 
opportunity is. You will find some milk 
in the cupb~ard and some sweets. 

, Kash; 
You are doing nothing but eat aU day. 

Appetite has its limits. 
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[(hid 
~ .tlU~ gC\.. _ ihings are immensely more 

,)imit<;d. B}nt~ 'Why don't I see the silver 
: c?~b you liad i~ your hail' ? -

Bini 
I'o,?r Rhetu's girl-

Khiri J 

i understa-pd. Benevolence! The plague 
is in the air in this house I It is fatal 
for a girl of your circumstartce~. Our' 
Rani indulges in wasting her means only 
to~prove that they can never be eihausted. 

-13u.t tor you to give is to lose for ever, do 
)you.~not -see tpe, 4iiference? Now then, off 
,to bed. ' . 

(They go). 

Kbiii 
To neglect our weapo4s, wheIf not • 

needed, _ is the sure way to miss them in 
the time of need. But-I must tell you that 
you encourage lies by belit.ving them. -

- - Kalayani 
:They' w~l1 fail this time~ , 

Kbiri 
I shall not despair about my next 

chance.- Till then" my father's youn3est~"4 
sister shall never be mentioned again. 

, . . -(Kalyani goes out laughing) , 
Mother Goddess Ot Luck, your favouri~(' 

bird, the owl, must have daill carried .,0 
to this house. Could it by mlstake abgl 
on my shoulder, I would feed it with choic 
morsels of mice flesh till it became languid 
and lay at my door .. 

(ENTERS GODDE~.4LA.ksiIMt) 

" Kbiri 
~ors again!, . 

- Laksbmi 

K
nI . .,.: I am willing to leaV'e, if I am not 

"I. wanted. 
.,< ~ I ·.s~f#· ~b1 your feet,' I am serious. I Khiri 
;~1tav~ :nrw~ tram ho!Ue, th~t my aunt, my I must not be rrush. That seems to be 
fathe'l's' youngest SIster, 1S on her death- d b d ' .' "a regular crown on your head. An -- yet 
, e _. .- 1 . you d()n't look, lidiculous with it as a real 

, ,.' Ka. tram -. • - queen would do. rell me who you are. 
~ yeat.",:9 hardly past sIp.ce I paId you.' Laksbmi 

the funeral exp~nses of this very same 1- L k h • 
aunt, the- youngest one.' am a s ml.-

Kbiri 
Not from the stage? ! ' 

Lakshmi 
- No,-from my 4eaven. -

I{biri' 
" 

,What a pity! But you seem to_ have a 
keen mem?ry only, about my poor aunts. 
'. -Kalyani ~ 

, " ;!Does it choke you to ask frolP. lrle?' 
Mus~ JOu lie ? ' 

KhiTl . 

, Li~s are f!eces~atY 'to' gi-ve dignity. to. 
beggIng. Truth would be monotonous 
. and mean. ' ' -

. ' Kbiri 

Youmust'be tired •. Do take -your seat, 
~ and do not be in a hurry to leave.' I know 
full well lOU have. no mercy for those who 
have brams. It is, I suppose" because, the 
clever ones need never die of starvation 
and only fools need your special favour. 

-. Kalyani, Lalishmi ' ~.: 
But, have'I ever denied you, wh~n you' Are' you not ashamed ;to' make you-

asked ? liviDg by c1iea~ng your mistress? 



Kbiri 
.It..is because you are perverse in youx: 

choice that those -who _ have- minds live 
upon those who ha~e mQney. 

L8.k.shmi 
Intellect I never despise, only the 

crooked minds I a void. 
Khiri 

The intellect, which is too straight, is 
only another name for stupidity! But if 
you promise me your favour, I-give you 
my solemn word that henceforth my 
dullness will delight -your heart: I sp.al1 
be content to remain a perfect bore shunned 
by all intelligent people. . 

- Lakshmi 
Do you think you will ever be able to 

spend a farthing in charity? 
Khiri 

u·;tIr pieasttre.~For w~en charity grazes 
ply at the Cringe of one's surplus, it add~ 

_0 the beauty of the yiew-and it can also 
be made payirtg by good management •. 

. Only change our mutual"po.sition, and you· 
-will find the Rani deve19ping a' marvellobs 

talent for devising means to get what is 
not her own. On the other hand, I shall. 

, become perfectly silly in swallowing lies 
and parting witli my possessions, and my 
~m~ will ~ow as insipid ~ that of an 
egregIous samt.. . 

LaJrshmi 
. Y?ur prayer is granted. ,I make- you a 

itanl. The world will forget that you 
"!ver:were a -serv~t unless you yourself 
.Jelp 1t to remember. ' 

. -Khiri-. 
.Should the elephant -eve1.\. 

tlie weight of its tusk~'? M-hl 
Ma.lad ds 

Yes. Your Highness! 
Khiri ~}.L.\n 

Teach this girl why she 
ed by attendants. . - - - . 

f 

. ~"alatj 1 

Remember that you are a ~£:!l,;r~r~nd_ 
daughter. In the Nawab's house, where' I 
used to serve, the Begum had a litter -of 
pet mongooses; -each of them had four 
maids .lor their attendants, and s~oys 
"besides. - ~ ,~"', 

Khiri , 
Rasbi, do you hear ? 

Attendant 
Moti of our neighbourhood craves audio 

ence. 
, Khiri 

_ Malati r 

Yes, Your Highness! 
Khiri. 

What is the form of salutation expect.e4 · 
from visitors in yoqr Begum's hOl1se'? . 

, MaJati ' 

They have to walk forward, salaa1lling . 
by touching the earth at each step, a.n4-
then retire walking backward, salaam 
in~ again~ 

Kbiri 



THE'MODERN REVIEW FOR JULY, 1920 
I 

'Moti 
. l.tatic. 

Malati 

Moti 

< the 
: ing. 

'Fini Mother. Today. being 
1y of the moonJ is for fast-, . . 
::;glVltlg. 

Kbiti . 
)lll' rl1r ,

Y (lUI" ;:-".ri.aili Mother can ascertain 'the 
phases of the moon even without your 
help, if sh~ finds it prol~table. 

Moti 
';.' ;'Le't me receive alms from our Rani and 
~ "~::ake leave singing her praises. 

- Khiri 
The first part of yout prayer I prefer to 

~ore; the rest I graciously grant. You 
~inay leave inlmediately singing my 
fpr~i~es. Malati! 
, 1\faLati 

Yes, Y ~ur Highness t 
Khid 

- Let this woman trute her leave in pro
per style. 

Mati 
Then t go. 

Malati ' 
:~~) ;~ot sO easily. Bend your head doy,rn. 
'T.ake up the dust of the floor on the tip of 
t.)'our nose. Once again. Once more .. -

(Mati goes.) 
Khiri 

.. ~---*' .. ~ ringyou .... """t_'I:II_. 

Kbiri 
You must admit that -a. thing either 

remains, or is stolen, or lost, or •••.•• 
Bini 

I liave given it away. 
Khiri 

Which plainly means that someone has 
cheated you of it. Tell me, who has it ? 

Bini 
Mallika. ' She is the poorest of all your 

servants, with her children starving. I 
have such a. heap of rings, I thought •.• 

Khiri 
Listen to her I. Only those of moderate 

means eam fame by spending in charity, 
,while the rich in doing it earn ingratitude. 
Charity has no merit for those who 
possess too much. Malati' 

Maltfll'" 
Yes, Your Hi~~~~iS. 

Kbiri 
Mallika must be dismissed at once. 

MaJati 
Sbe shall be driven away. 

Khiri 
But not with the ring on her. \Vhat 

muSic is that'outside my palace ? 
-, 

AD attenda.nt 
A marriage procession. 

Kbiri 
A marriage procession in front Of. tL.. 

Rani's house r Suppose I happen to ob)ect: 
what is there to prevent me? Malatl! 

Mslati 
~b..!1egs t 
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Kbiri 
Ask my guards to give evetyone of the 

party ten ~trokes with a shoe. 
First a.ttendant 

Only ten strokes! It almost sounds like 
a caress. 

Second attendant 
They ought to rejoice at this happy 

ending. 
Third 8 ttcndant 

Our Rani ha~the gift of humour, for 
which God be praised. 

ENTERS A MAID SERVANT 

Maid 
My pay has been in arrears for the last 

nine months. To slave and yet to borrow 
~oney to feed oneself is not to my taste.
, 'her pay up my wages or allow me leave 
ano; go home. 

Kbiri 
Tv pay up your wages is tolerably good, 

but i, saves a lot of trouble to allow you 
to leave. llalati! 

Malati 
Yes, Your Bighness. 

Kbfi.i 
What is your advice? 

Malati 
Let her be ~ed at least a hundred 

rupees. 
Khiri 

As she is poor I remit £fty rupees out of 
her fine. ~ -

First a.ttendant 
Rani, you are ~d .. 

Second attendant 
How lucky for ~er to get fifty rupees for 

nothing. 
Third attendant 

You can as well count it nine hundred 
and fifty rupees out of a thousand. 

Puurtlf. attendant 
How few arc: ~here whQse charity ·can 

bear such a dram. _ -

Khiri 
You do make me brush. (To the inaid 

servant) Now you Play go away with 
proper ceremony and finish the rest of" 
YOllr weeping at leisure outside my palace. 

(Malati takes away -the maid making 
her walk bac~wards with salaams) 

RE-ENTERS MALATI 

Malati 
Rani Kalyani is at your door. 

Khiri 
Has she come riding on her elephant ? 

Malati 
No, walking. She-is dusty all over. 

Khiri 
Must I admit her in ? 

First attendant 
She should sit at a proper distance. 

&cond attendant 
Let her stand behind your back. 

Third attendant 
She can be disttllssed by saying that 

Your Highness $ tired. 

. 

Kbiri 
Malati! 

Malati 
~es, YOllr Highness! 

- Kbiri 
Advise me what to do. 

Malati 
Let all other seats be removed but 

your own. 
Khiri 

You are clever. Let my hundred and 
twenty slflve girls stand in a row out
side that door. Sashi, bold the state 
umbrella over my head. Malati! ' 

Malati 
Yes, Your Highness! 

Kbiri 
Is it nIl right? ' 

. MaJati 
Perfect! like a picture! 
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Klliri 
~fing her into my presence. 
'( Malati goes out and returns with 

Kalyani) 

leaf? And your jewelled umbrella, and 
that' throne with its canopy-I suppose 
they also have follow~d the rcst. 

K,a.lyani 
Yes.' [(alvani 

Of' Kblri ·Aloe/irod· well"? , , 
1" Khiri 'This 1$ instrUctive. Our sages truly say 

, '. that prosperity is like a beautiful dream 
My .desire is to keep·well, .but th,e "rest that makeS the 'awakewng all the more 

. the world tries its best to wreck me. '.dismal. But have they left you your 
" K nlyani" pala~e? ' , . 

I ~ust have a talk wit~ you in priv.ate. . K,aJrani-" , 
I(hiri '. The, sQl~ers~ar.e in possession. 

Nothing can be more private than this. Khiri 
Only ,y·ourself· and I. These are mere. - It \i~es sound 'like a' 6tory-a Rani 
:3ervants." Malati r yesterdElY and - today -a beggar in' the 

, Mal,.ati street. Malati 1 ',' .~ , 
'~ • -, I _ 

Yes, "¥out lIighness 1 Mala.ti 
Khiri ; y es~ ¥.our ,Highness l' 

'Is it pqssible to, ~end them away'p', ".' Khiri 
Malati What ao you say? 

I shudde~ t'o't4ink ofit. ' 'Malatl 
• KalylUli - Those' 'who grow too hi~}l. must have 

Then let', me tell yOLt briefly.. 'Our their fall; . 
Pathan King has forcibly robbed me of my . KaIyam 
lande.' . . \. ~ , If 1 may have ',shelter here:!' for a short 

, Kbin ,time J ca~ try to recover 'lI!Y los~ fortune. 
'y~'l\ 'are', ~ot joking?, Then .those' . . ' Kbiri 

I'iUages Gopalnagar, Kanaigani iUld' ". • • Row' unfortunate I' My, palace' is _ 
" Kalyani . . crowded 'with my'servants-no space left 

Thev no longer belong to me, where a nee,dIe-can be dropped. Of course, I 
\1 • Khiri ., could leave you my room' and try to,rough 

. 'That's interestil;lg; Haven't you' some it in my country-house., . 
~ ciit,sh left? - .., , -. First' ~ttend811~ 

Kalyani Absurd { 
~~tli.irig whatever. .. , " Seco11d 
, , ,Khirl Jt will simply break ,our hearts • 

. How, funnyl ,That. sapphire ;necklace _,' .. K.,a1yani 
','and those. ,!onderful ~hamond~r: a,nd ,that, I cannot dream of putting you to-such 
cham 91 rU.b~es~ ~ven,'row:a deep' ': . ~ ,. 4!:'~ • " , inconvenience; 1 take my leave; . 

" Kalyani ' .' . . . , . KbirJ 
~ 'if· .~ ... ~ I ...,~".. ~ J_, • ..... • ~ ." .. .. r" _ .... • 

T~1 E&re aU t~kenaway. Must you go so soon? By the by, J( 
,,-. " Khiri', ,; ,you st!!l hav;e som,e' jewe~ry left, you may' 

, D~esn't our scripture- say that ,wealth' leave It Wlth ~me for" permanent safe 
i(~nstable like a' wat~ drop_ on a lotus keepi~g., .' " . 
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Kalyani 
Nothing has been saved. 

Khiri 

, 

How late it is. It gives me a head
ache if I am made to talk too much. I 
feel it already coming on. ( Kalyani goes ) 
See that my State ~hair and footstool are 
carefully put back in the store-room. 
Malati! 

l\Ialati 
Yes, Your Highness! 

Khiri 
What do you think of this? 

Malau 
I t makes one ,laugh to see the frog 

turning into a tadpole again. 

An attendant 
A woman craves your audience. Shall 

I send her away? 
Khiri 

No, no, call h,r in. I am in a deligntfuJ 
mood today. '< 

ENTERS THE WOMAN. 

Tbe ll~oman 
I am in trouble. 

. Kbiri 
You want to pass it on to others? 

The woman 
Robbers came to my room last ~ght. 

Khiri 
And you must -take your revenge on, 

me! 

The woman 
I ask for your pity. 

Khiri 
Pity for what you have lost yourself 

and nothing for what you ask me to lose? 

The woman 
If you must reject my prayer, tell me 

where I may get it granted. 

Khiri 
Kalyani is the proper person to suit 

you. My men will go and show you her 
place. 

The woman 

I!er place is well known to me~-I go 
back to her! (Revealing hf:rself) I am 
the Goddess LakshmiJ 

Khiri 
If you must leave nie, do it in proper 

style.-Malati, Malati, Tarini! Where are 
my maids? 

... 
(ENTERS KALYANI) 

Kalyani 
Have you gone m,ad? It is still dark, 

and your' shouts bid fair to wake the 
whole neighbourhood • 

Khiri 
What ugly dreams I have had all 

night! It is a new life to wake up from 
them. Stay a w!ille, let me take the dust 
of your feet. You are my Rani, and I am 
your servant for ever. .. 

RABINDRANA'l'lI TAGORE. 

INDIAN SETTLERS IN AFRICA 

II -

I" HAVE in my possession a pencil-written 
manuscript, which was given to me by an 

. Indian friend, who travelled many long 
Journeys with me in East Africa. We had 
talks together which sometimes continued far 

2, 

into the night; and I always found his nature 
the same,-simple, religiOUS, free from the 
least touch of racial bias, perfectly frank and 
open, and essentially truthful. He had a 
great wish to accompany me'on all my jour
neys, and it would have been a delight to me 
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