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ber - hIs.. regtne1~ ~ LJ>okhjee Jado,?, _ ~~~ -;- p~at~ of i 

Mulhk Umbe"~ M~ bf lbrahim Add SJ1~, - sp~~je~,~ho_n- , 
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Mut4et of Loolhjee Jadow R,ao ...... Death. o~ the Empero~ 
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,the Moghuls. _ Futlh Khan murders Mortiza Nlzam Shah,
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largement. - An attempt to seize Slvajee frustrated. - Shah. 
Jee released, - returns to the Carnabc. - hIs eldest 800 

Sumbhajee killed. - Progress of SlvaJee. - Murder of the 
Raja of Jowlee, and conquest of hIS country. - Rohlra esca· 
laded. - Pertabgurh bruIt. - Shamraje Punt the 6rst Mah
ratta Pelshwa.-Slvajee's VIews on the Moghul distrlcts.
HIstory of the Moghuls III tbe Deccan smce 1636. - Meer 
Joomleh. - Mogbuls attack Golcondah, - make war on 
Beejapoor. - Shah Jehan's tllness, - his {our sons, - all as· 
plre to the crown. -Aurungzebe's character and progress; 
- usurps the throne • Page 137 

CHAPTER V. 
I 

FROM A. D. 1657, TO A. D. 1662. 

glvajee enters into a correspondence With Aurungzebe- com
mIts hostlhtIes on the Moghuls, by plundermg Joonere and 
Ahmednugur - augments hIS cavalry. - Political artifice of 
SIvaJee and of Aurungzebe.- Sivajee entertains a body of 
Patans. - Factions at Beejapoor. - Khan Mohummud the 
-prIme mmister put to death. - Sbamraje Punt defeated by I 
the Seedee. - Moro Trlmmul Pmgley appomted Pelshwa.
T~e~\1. \!ith the Sawunts, - which they break. -ExpedItIon 
b~t Slvajee. - Afzool Khan, the Beejapoor general, se- ' 
dtt~t(J a conference and murdered. - Sivajee gets posses
ii6ii of Panalla - defeats Roostum Zuman - plunders to the 
8ates of Beejapoor - leVIes a contribution from Rajapoor - I 

~es Dabul: - Another' expedItion agamst him under See-
4ee Johur- besieged in P~alla - escapes from lhe fort
gallant conduct of his rear guard - heroic death of Bajee 
Purvoe. - All AdlI Shah takes the field - reduces the 
country lately over-run by SlvaJee - and retakes Panal1a.
SiY8Jee takes Rajapoor - conquers Sringarpoor - and re
duces Dhunda Rajepoor - kills Gborepuray, and bums 
M?odhole. - Conquest. of Waree. - Truce with Beejapoor. 

, ..::.. Shabje.,e visits Sivajee. - Ratghur. - SivaJee's tellltory 
~tld ~my. -The MoghuIs 161 



CONTENTS. XXi 

CHAPTER VI. 

PROM A. D. 1662, TO A. D 1667. 

Savajee attacks the Moghul pOSSesslOns~ - Shaisteh~ ~ ·-1 sent agamst him, - occupies Poona, besIeges and takes Cha-: 
kun. - Raja Jeswunt SlDg, of Joudpoor, sent to reInforce 
Shaisteh Khan. -..,. Netajee Palkur IS surprised and wounded, I 
but escapes. - Slvajee performs an adventurous exploit.
Shaisteh Khan is recalled. - Sultan Mauzum is appolDted to 
the Deccan, with Jeswunt Smg, llS second m command. -
Slvajee plunders Surat.- Death of Shahjee.- Sivajee as
sumes the title of Raja, and strIkes coms in his own name, 
- his fleet makes prize of some Moghul ships bound to the 
Red Sea, and plunders the pilgrims proceedmg to MecCa;
plunders Ahmednugur;-makes a descent on the coast, and 
plunders Barcelore. - Raja Jey SlDg, and Ddere Khan come 
against him unexpectedly. - Aurungzebe's VIews and policy} 
in regard to the Deccao.-Progress of Jey SlDg.-Sivaj,· 
in alarm and perplex,ty.- Siege and defence of Poorund . 
bur. - Slvajee's submission. - Remarkable convention 
Poorundhur. -War wIth Beejapoor! - Slvajeeand VenkaJee 
opposed to each other. - Sivajee repairs to Delhi, - is< 
placed in confinement by Aurungzebe, - effects hi&~pe, 
and returns to the Deccan. - Jey SlDg's progress, -la:n
liged to raise the sIege of Beejapoor, and retreat,-is.supe'r· 
seded by Sultan Mauzum, and dIes on his return towards 
Delhi - - Page 1.91 

CHAPTER VII. 

PROM A. D. 1667, TO A. D. 1669. 

Sultan Mauzum and Jeswuot SlDg - their characters. - Slva
jee through them obtlUns various favours from tbe Emperor. 
- The reported intention of Sultan Mauzum, to rebel 
against his father, doubted. - Peace concluded between 
Beejapoor and the Moghuls. - The states of Beejapoor and 
Golcondah agree to pay Slvajee an annual tribute.:- Un
successful attempts of SivaJee against Goa and JlIjjeera.-

a 3 



XXIi CONTENTS. 

Rurnours respecting Sivajee, whilst he is revising and Im
provmg hIs CIvIl and mIlItary arrangements - hIS remarkable 
institutIOns - the formatIOn, dISCipline, and mterlor economy 
of hIS troops - hIS forts - bnanCIal and jUdICial regulations 
- chIef offices and persons through whom hIS government 
was administered- - - Page 219 

CHAPTER VIII. 

FROM ~._D. 1670, TO A. D. 1676. 

The tranquillity of the Deccan IS mterrupted -Interestmg and 
darmg enterprise - Sihgurh escaladed, and Tannajee Ma
loosrafslain - Several forts taken. - Jmjeera on thepomt of 
bemg delIvered up to SIvajee-prevented by a revolutIon.
The Seedees enter the Moghul service. - SIvajee plunders 
Suriit - is intercepted on hIS return - stratagem for savmg 

'Jus booty - Attacks the Moghul troops, and defeats them.
!Naval operatlOns.:-Candelsh plundered, a~d ~he Chouth im
posed. - Oundha, Putta, and Salheir taken. - Causes of the 
~nactlVlty' of the Moghuls. - Jeswunt SIng IS relIeved by Mo
habet Khan - feeble operations against the forts. - Sal heIr 
besieged-reheved.-The Mahrattas obtam a great vIctory. 
- ~\vNre at war with the Portuguese - attempts to surprIse 
~ s"?~ort on Salsette. - EnglIsh alarmed - press theIr long 
'1>en~Bg claIms on Sivajee. - Khan Jehan Buhadur appomted 
Vjc~roy of the M oghul posser.slons - his defensIve system dis
approved by Dilere Khan, who 'had been successful against 
'Chakun. - SI\1aJee vIsits Golcondah - hiS coast suffers by a 
descent from the fleets of Surat and Jmjeera. - Death of 
Ali ,Adll Shah. - Khowaus Khan appoInted regent at Bee
japoor. - Slvajee retakes PanaUa ~ plunders Hooblee.
EnglIsh apply to.. ~irp for Il!demndication.-SIvajee prosecutes 
the war agamst Beejapoor - c0!lcIlIates the Moghul VIceroy 

.' - takes Purlee - Satara, and several forts in Its neIghbour
hdod. _ Pertab ):tao atta~k~ the BeeJapoor army on its march 
- grants an, armIstice, . which is d1sapproved by Slvajee.
Pertab ltao, wit1iout ~ivajee's permission, makes a distant 
elCcUfSlon. _ Abdool Kbiireem, whilst Slvajee is engaged, lD 

the 5i~ge of Ponda, ma~,es an effort to recover Panalla.-



CONTEN'l'S. XXlll 

Pertab Rao arnves - receives a message ft-om Slvajee
attacks the BeeJapoor army, and IS defeated and kllled.
Victory snatched from the Mahomedans, by the valour and 
conduct of Hussajee Mohitey. - Suntajee Ghort!puray and 
Dhunnajee Jadow' are dlstmguished. - Hussajee Mohltey 
appomted Senaputtee, wIth the title of Humbeer Rao.
Death of Abajee Sonedeo.'..!.... Siege 1)f Ponda raISed. - SI
vajee IS enthroned, and assumes the tItles and mSlgma of 
royalty. - Treaty with the EnglIsh - tribute from the Por
tuguese.- Ouuda and Putta retaken. - IncursIOn of Hum
beer Rao. - Ponda taken. ~ MUrder of Khowaus Khan -
Smljee buIlds a line of forts from Tattora to Panal1a - is 
confined by illness at Satara - projects a most important 
el.pedition. - Page 239 

CHAPTER lX. 

PROM A. D. 1676, TO A. D. 1680. 

State of polItiCS In the Deccan when Sivajee undertake' his ex .. 
pedition mto the' Garnatlc. - How suggested - prehmmary I 

amwgements.- SlvaJee departs. - Conference and a1hanc~ 
with Kootub Shah at Hyderabad - proceeds to the southward 
- extraordmarj devotions. - Progress of the conquests. -
Negotiatiobs witli VEml:ajee. ~ Golcondah is invade4 by t1:Je 
M~ghuls, and 'the-army of Beejapoor - they are repulsed. -
Death of A'bdool fJ{.hureem. -Musaood Khan, by the in
fluence ofDllere Khan, appointed regent. - Slvajel sets 0:' 
on his l'eturn- takes Bel1ary, &c. ~ Venkajee atta~Sr~= 
jee's troops, and is deteated. - A -body' of Mahrattas ~ the 
service of Beejapoor defeated by SIY3jee's troops. - Suc'" 
cesses of Jenardin' PUnt, who by'the md of Humbeer Rao 
reduces the Dooab. - Proceedings of Moro Punt. - Sultan 
Mauzum returns to Aurungabad as viCdroy, - D.tlere Khan 
agaIn orclered against Beejapoor. - Musaood Khan calls in 
the aid of Sivajee, who commIts dreadful devastation in the 
MoghUl provin(:~s - plunders Jaulna - is attackfd, and-lD 
danger of being wotsted, when he retneves the day by his 
personal exertions - is sq.bsequentJy saved from great dan
ger by one' of his gUides . .-;. Twenty-seven forts taken.--

a + 



xxiv CONTENTS. 

Musaood Khan ~rnestly solicits further M!listance. - Sum
bhajee deserts to the Moghuls. - Dilere Khan's proposals. 
- Emperor's objections. - Sumbhajee retul'JlS to his father. 
----: DIlere Khan raIses ,the siege of Beejapoor - crosses 'he 
Klstna, . with a body of horse, and is attacked and defeated 
by Jenardm Punt. - Slvajee's claims in consequence of t.he 
aSsIstance afforded to Beejapoor.- Supremacy of Tanjore, 
&c. transferred to Sivajee. - Venkajee's independence atreet
ed by thIS arrangement - his behaviour in €:onsequence.
Slvajee's excellent advice.- Sivajee's death and character 
- possessions and ,treasures. - The mlDlsters influenced b, 
Soyera Bye, propose settlDg Sumbhajee aside, and appointing 
Raja Ram to the succession. - Sumbhajee dIscovers the 
plot - t~kes cOI!lmand 9f Panalla - dISplays considerable 

< energy - seizes JenardlD Punt. - Moro PUl'lt and Humbeer 
Rao join Sumbhajee. - The garrison of Raigurb and the 
army declare for him. Page 271 

ClJAPTER X. 

FROM A. D. 1680, TO A. b. 1689. 

Cruelties exercised by Sumbhajee on assuming power - ex-I 
~u~ion of Soyera Bye. - Inauspicious commencement of his: 
rci&:f .... - UnavailIng attempts to. Wive the Seedee from the 
island ofKenery. - Sultan Mohummud Akber seeks an asy
lum in Sumbhajee's territory. - Plot in favour of Raja Ram. 
- E~utions. - Execution of Annajee Dutto. - Moro Punt 

,~pris ed. - Rugonath Narrain Hunwuntay - his spirited 
• rem ;JIstrances, and their consequences. - Sumbhajee attacks 
Jinjeera. - Moghuls make an incursion into the Concan, and 
are compelled to ,etreat. - Assault on Jinjeera repulsed
sie~e raised -Sumbhai~e attacks the. Portuguese-endeavotirs. 
t~ co?clliate the EnglIsh. - Portuguese besiege Ponda, and 
are cq~pelled to retreat with heavy loss.-Kuloosha the prime 
biinist~r, of SUlllbhajee. - Decay In the institutions of Slvajee • 
.- State lOC the army - lands over assessed. - Approach of 
Aurungz~be. - Survey of the stllte of the Deccan, from the 
first year after Sumbhajee's accession, up to the fall of Beeja
poor and Golcondah. -Extraor~nary revolutiQn amongst th.e 



CONTENTS. xxv 

English at Bombay. -Aurungzebe's operations. - Sal heir is 
surrendered. - Sultan Mauzum IS sent to attack Sumbhajee 
in the Concan. - Imposition of the Jizeea - reflectIOns. _ 
Death of Duere Khan. - Aurungzelie arrives at Ahmednugur 
- descrIption of hIs camp. - Operations of Sultan Mauzum. 
Humbeer Rao and Khan Jehan. - Distress of Sultan Mau
zum's army - returns extremely reduced - operations. _ 
Mahrattas plunder Baroach, and proclaIm Mohummud Akber 
emperor. - Operations against Beejapoor and Golcondah.
Murder of Mahdhuna Punt. - Truce. wIth Golcondah.
Siege and capture of Beejapoor - description of the present 
state of ItS ruins. - ,Fall of Golcondah. - Arrangements in, 
the conquered distriCts. - Mode in which the Moghuls took 
possession of, and regulated a distnct. - Operations of the, 
Mahrattas. - Humbeer Rao defeats Shlrzee Khan, but falls! 
in the battle. - Operations in the Carnatic. - ProflIgacy 
and Imbecility of Sumbhajee. - Sultan Mohummud Akber, 
qUits him in disgust. - Remarkable consequences of the 
laxity of discipline in Sumbhajee's army. - State of the Hin. 
doo population in Maharashtra.-ImpolIcy of Aurungzebe. "
Remarks on the state of the country, extendmg, by antIcip .. 
ation, to a period of twelve years after the subversion of the 
Deccan kingdoms. - Operations of the emperor. - PIraci~s 
of the EnglIsh. -- Sumbhajee surprised and made {lFlsoner, 
together with Ius minister -behaviour -execution. - Sum~ 
mary of his character. - Page 304 

CHAPTER XI. 

PROM A. D. 1689, TO A. D. 1707. 

Raja Ram. - Meeting of the principal Mahratta leaders" at 
Ralgurh. - RaJa Ram declared regent, during the minority 
of Sumbhajee's son.-Important consultations, 10 whIch Prdl~ 
had Neerajee takes a conspicuous part. - Siege and capturq 
of Raigurh. - The son and Widow of Sumbhaj~~ tak~. -7 
Mench and PanalIa taken. - Raja Ram flees to Gmjee-nar~ 
rowly escapes, being intercepted-estabJishes the form of the 
Court of SiVajee - creates the rank of Pntee Needhee.-; 
Suntajee Ghorepuray and Dhunnajee Jadow sent back t~ 

I 



xxvi CONTENTS. 

Maharashtl'a. --Raja Ram ascends the throne - Zoolfikar; 
Khan gent agamst Gmjee. - Siege delayed. - Aspect or 
affaIrs in the Deccan.- Proceedings of Ramchundur Punt 
- Origm of Ghos-dana. - RaJgurh and Panalla retaken. -
Procee-dmgs of Suntajeeand nhunnaJee-and of Aurungzebe. 
- -Gmjee invested. 0-4 -Supercession of Zoolfikar Khan, by the 
arrIval of Kaum Bukhsh .......... Jealollsies to which It gives rise. 
- Aurungzebe fixes his pt'lDclpal cantonment atBrlmhapooreJ 
- Portuguese and English. - Suntajee and DhunnaJee re~ 

• I 
pair to the CarnatlO--attack the Moghuls With greaL success 
-a truce - dissolved 'by the Emperor. - Siege of Ginjee 
renewed. ....... Kassim Khan, with several other officers, com
pelled b1" Suntajee to surrender, together With their troops. 
Himmut Kh~ defeated and slain • .- Siege of GmJee pressed. 
- Raja Ram IS permitted to escape-. - Ginjee taken. - DIS
sensionS' amongst the Mabrattas<, which increase in consequence 
(lCthe death oftbe Pritee Needhee. -A seditiOn obliges Sun
taJeeGhorepuray tet flee from lus own troops.-Satara becomes 
the seat of the· Mahratta government. - Changes and promo
Wns.-KanhojeeAngrla,on the death ofSeedojee GooJur,suc
ceeds to the command of the fleet.-SuntajeeGhorepuray basely 
J;Jl~Nlered by Nagojee Manay.-.. Raja. Ram takes the field • 
With a very large army-plunders the country, and Imposes 
the Chouth In Candelsb,. Gung.thuree,- and Berar, leaving 
officers to collect .it. __ Zoolfikar Khan recalled from the 
O~rJlatic. - New plan of operations -- a pursumg and a be
SiegIng force. - Zoolfikar Khan attacks and pursues Raja 
'Ram .. - Emperor takes Wussuntgurh - invests Satara - de
scription of its defences -i~s siege ,and surrender. - Capture 
of Purlee. - Distress of the Moghul army, ID consequence 
of the settmg in of the 'monsoon. - Death and character of 
R,aja Ram -his wid.ow Tara Bye assumes the regency.

-).>l1reshratn Trlmb~ck.apJ?olDted Prjtee :Needee.- Mahrattas 
under Dhunnajee-Jadow, aI)d mll\or chiefs. - Description of 
a bo~.f of Mahr~tta plunderers, contrasted with the splendour 
of f,l. ~oghul camp. - great devastations. - State of the 
M!>g~uls~ ~ 4ul'ungzeb,e perseveres ill his plan of reduclDg 
the forts. _ G~ral devastation and confusIOn. - Weakness 
, I ~ .. " 

~f t~e Moghuls. - Power of the Mahrattas - its nature. -
State of feeliJ;lg in the country. - Moghuls make overlur~s 



CONTENTS; xxvii 

for an accommodation - broken off. -Aurungzebe quits the 
neIghbourhood of Poona, and moves to the eastward.
Wakmkerah besieged, and finany reduced. - Mahrattas re
taking their forts - they attack the grand army on Its march. 
-Emperor in qangel' 'Of bemg taken. '- Death and character 
of: .6.urungzebe. ., .. - Page g63 

FROl'of .A.. D. 1707, TO A.'»0-1720. 

Shao - origm of the name - he is released. - Tara Bye de
clares him an impostor, and wsputes his pretensIOns. - Ori
gin of the Rajas of Akulkote. - Shao obtams possession of 
Satara - ascends the throne. - Origin of the celebrated 
Ballajee Wishwanath. - Proceewngs of the Moghuls.
Shao's progress. - War with Ta'ra Bye. - Agreement With 
Daood Khan. - Death of Dhunnajee Jadol'V' -:-Thra Bye 
recovers Piwalla, and establIshes her t!bU'rt at Kola'p0&-"
Death of Sivaje~:- AccesSiOi 'Of ~mbilaJee, annd' confi~e-. 
meht 'of Tara Bye.- Advantages securell; to Shao by the 
death of the Punt Suchew.':..:...Dlssolution oftlle agreeIDel(t. 
with the Moghuls. - Mahratfas under -Chij~dir SeY1\:.Jadow 
proceed 'to conect their dues. 2-IA trffling dispute between. 
Chunder Seyn Jadow and Ballajee Wlstwan~th, leads~o iir~ 
portant consequences. - Ba1lajee is protected by Shabo":" 
Jadow retires to Kolapoor, and afterwards joins the Moghuls. 
- Origin of Nlzam 001 Moolk -18 appomted vlCeroy.of 
the Deccan. - War With the Moghuls. - After a battle, the 
Mahrattas retreat to the Salpee Ghaut - accommodatiOn.
Disturbances. - A darlI~,!J robbery, supposed to be com
mitted by Khundee Rao 11habaray - who establIshes himself~ 
near Rajpeeplee.-Nizam 001 Moolk'favours the KolapOQl"' 
party. -.Seedojee Ghorepuray declares for Sumbhajee~. and 
is made Senaputtee at Kolapoor ....... obtams possession of Son
doot.- Great 'COnfUSlon 'and. ana'rchy.- BallaJee Wishwa
nab 18 treacherously made prisoner by DummaJee Thotat -
and ransomed. - Success of Ba1laJee Wlshwanath against 
Kishen Rao Kuttaokur. _ Defeat of Byhroo Punt PIngley 
PelShwa, by Kanhojee Arrgria. - Alarmmg progress of An~ 



.xxviii CONTENTS. 

gria. - Ballajee ~ishwanah effects a favourable arrangement 
with him, and is made Peishwa - obtains possession of Poor
undhur for himself-reduces Thorat - establishes order in 
thEt Poona district. - Improvement in the aspect of Mahratta 
affairs - allusion to the ex.traordinary expansion of their 
power, from about this period-and to the Bramin schemE 
for creating umon amongst the Mahratta chiefs. - Charac
ter of Shao. - The Emperor Ferokhsere conciliates the 
Mahrattas. - Hoosein Ally Khan appointed viceroy of thE 
Deccan - is opposed by Daood Khan, who is killed. - Zool 
fikar Beg defeated by Khundee Rao Dhabaray. - Baull 
near Ahmednugur. - Dhabaray is made Senaputtee. - Fe 
rokhsere encourages the Mahrattas to resist the viceroy
the latter negoclates with the Mahrattas - concludes a treat; 
with Shao - marches, supported by a large body of Mab 
rattas, to Delhi. - Ferokhsere deposed, and MohummUI 
Shah raised to the imperial dignity. - The famous grants fo 
the Chouth, Surdeshmopkhee, and Swuraje, dehvered L 

Ballajee Wishwanath - who, accompanied by Khundee Rao 
,l)habaray returns to Satara. - Scheme of the arbitrary dlvi. 
: sian of Mahratta revenue - explained.- dlStflbuted. - om
-.cers appointed to the general supermtendence of particular 
parts~ of the country. - Kanhojee Angria. - Mahratta 

'J!hiefs have assignments of revenue witmn the districts of 
t'eacb other. - Eager desire of all to possess, and to maintain 
ilereditary rights in their native villages - Page 412. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

FROM A. D. 1720, TO A. D. 1726. 

nZ.lUXl 001 Moolk, throwing off his dependance on the Syuds, 
~'fdetermines on possessing himself of the resources of the Dec
cau - ~efeats Dilawur Khan, who fallll in the contest.
Battle ..()f Balapoor - the deputy viceroy Alum Ally Khan 
slain- conduct 'ot the Mahrattas on the occasion. - Hoos
sein Ally Khan, accompanied by the emperor, sets out froll] 
Delhi to quell the reb~Uion of Nizam 001 Moolk, but is as 
sassinated. _ Battle of Shahpoor. - Syud Abdoollah KhaI 
defeated and made prisoner. _ Rejoicings at Delhi - pro. 



CONTENTS. XXIX 

motions - congratulations. - Conduct of the new adminis
tration - important changes at the Mahratta court. - Deaths 
of Pureshram Tnmbuck, Ballajee Wishwanath and Khundee 
Rao Dhabaray - elevatIOn of Sreeput Rao and of Bajee 
Rao ....... Death ofDummajee Gaekwar, ancestor of the reign
ing famI1y at Baroda. - Negotiations with Nlzam 001 Moolk 
- his views and policy - is appomted vizier of the empire, 
and proceeds to Delhi. - Courtiers conspire against him. _ 
Hyder Koolee Khan, governor of Guzerat, incited to rebel
lIOn - quelled by Nlzam 001 Mool~, who appoints his 
uncle Hamed Khan, governor at Ahmedabad, and returns to 
Delhl- is appomted Wukeel-i-Mootluq - withdraws from 
court, and returns towards the Deccan. - Proceedmgs of 
Bajee Rao. - Origin of Holkar and SlOdia. - Proceedings 
of Oodajee fowar. - Character of Bajee Rao - views di
rected towards Malwa-opposed by Sreeput Rao-discus
sions. - Commandmg eloquence of Bajee Rao. - Nlzam 
001 MooIk, on his return to the Deccan, is opposec1b'y Mu
banz Khan.-Battle of ShukurkheraL-Appointment of Raja 
Geerdhur Buhadur as governor of MaIwa, and of Sur Boo., 
lund Khan as governor of Guzerat - the deputy of the latter 
is defeated by the uncle of Nizam 001 MooIk, assisted oy 
Kantajee Kudum Bhanday. - Roostum Ally, governor pC 
Surat, betrayed by Peelajee Gaekwar - is also defeated.'>
Hamed Khan grants the Chouth to Kantajee and Peelaje~::"'_ 
they quarrel m collecting it - on which the Chouth of Gllz
erat, west of the Myhle, is assigned to Kantajee, and that of 
the country east of It to PeeIaJee. - Sur Bool und Khan 
marches for Ahmedabad. - Battle at the Shah-i-bagh
distracted state of Guzerat. - Bajee Rao's incursions into 
Malwa.-Notice of an expeditIOn to the CamatIc. Page 469 ~ 

CHAPTER XV. 

FROM A. D. 1727, TO A. D. 1734. 

Plans of Nizam 001 Moolk for consolidating his OWl); power, 
and of creatmg dissenSIons among the Mahrattas. - Nego
elates with Shao, through the Prltee Needhee, and obtams the 
relmqulshment ofthe Chouth, in the neighbourhood of Hyder-



xxx CONTENTS. 

abad. - The agreernent disapproved of by the Pelshwa.
Nizam 001 Moolk prosecutes his plans, by endeavourIng to 
revIve the fedd between Shao and.Sumbhajee --frustrated by 
the Pelshwa - w.ar~- Able conductrof BaJe~ Rao - forces 
Nizam 001 Moolk:IDtoJt.erms ........ ~egotJatlons with Sur Bool
and Khan • ....:.Bajeet·Rao obtai-os -grants of the Chouth and 
SurdeshmoO'khee.foIl·Gulllerat. - PrQceedmgs of Sumbhajee, 
Raja 'Of KroapMl' ~ he IS defeated by the Pt"Itee Needbee.
Treaty bet'lVeen 4ihe.;Mahrattas· ef ,Satan and Kofapoor.
War betW'e'eIi\.'the Veishwa and the- Senaputtee. ~ Battle of 
Dhuboy ..J... Bajee, .Rao·· <VictOrI9US,- 'alld Dhabaray 'slliin.
Nizam 001 MooIk dlWll'ts the Peishwa's attack from his own, 
t() the URPCI'lal temtorIeSf- Agreement between the Peishwa 
and the SenapQttee relative -to·Guzerat. -Abhee Sing, Baja 
of Joudpoor) appolnted-tG-fluper-sede Sur Boolund. Khan.
Policy 1)f Nlzatn ·Oo! MooIk. L- BaJee Rao proceeds lo 
Malwa. -,War in Guzerat, be~ween .Peelajee Gaekwar and 
>;Abhee SIng - the latter..sends emissaries on pretence of ne
goclating ~ Peelajee 18 assassinated. - the Peishwa is called 
,to the assistance of the Raja Chitop,r Sal, u. Bundelculld _ 
lQl'ces.MGhummud.Kltan.BuDgushinto a fort. - Bundelcund 
'e_Yafuated bY' the Moghuls. - Territory granted'to Bajee 
~B.ao as' a reward. - Raja Jey Sing appointed governor of 
Mabya - concludes an agreement with Bajee Rao, and con
cedea'tb~ government to hIm. - Page 495 

CHAFTER XV. 

,J'JtOK, A. D. 1734, TO .A.. 1>. 1739-

l\lahratta affairs..-RughooJee Bhonslay is appointed Sena Sahib 
. Soobeb. - Affairs of the Concan - of Sawunt - Angria. -
'u'nsuccessful compaigns of the Prltee Needhee against the 
SeedEie. - Revolution fat Jmjeera. - Pelshwa returns from 
Mal~i- proceedmgs. - Arr;Jllgements ~ad~jn the Concan. 
- ~U1harjee lIolkar's incursions - policy oftbe vizier Khan 
DOwrim ..... Nizam.Ool Moolk cOlll'ted by the Emperor.
Mllzi$,. Khan marches against the Mahrattas. -llolkar's 
conduet towards him. - FIolkar continues levying contrIbu
tio~ - makes an incurSlon into Guzerat. - Momin Khan 



CONTENTS. XXXI 

nppolDted governor of that province .• -Bajee Rao's pecumary 
embarrassments. - Negotiations with th~ u~perial court _ 
obtains an assignment on Malwa, and a trIbute Jrom. the RaJ
poots - further negotiatIOns --...Ob~1D8 the SurdE:shpandee
geeree of th~ Deccan. - NlzalQ 0.01. .M9.Qlk resolves on as
slstmg the Emperor against. the, Mah.rattas. l';7", PreparatIOns 
of the Moghuls ....... and of Bajee R;l,o ... - ~aclut :{{han.drives 
the Mahrattas across the Jumna. - B!lj~~ IJ.I!.O ,appears at 
the gates of Delhi - operations - retIres - returns to the 
Deccan. - Circumstances regardmg Angria, which led to a 
war With the Portuguese, and the mvaslon of Salsette. - The 
Pelshwa IS called off to Malwa, to oppose Nlzam 001 Moolk 
- who, jomed by the Imperial army advances from Delhi. -
BaJee Rao surrounds Nlzam 001 Moolk at Bhopaul- forces 
him into terms - their nature. - Prosecution of hostilities 
against -th.e Portuguese - conduct of the EnglIsh -lts,caqseS 
- progress of the MahrattaS'. - War- between th~ ]?eiiJ;nya 
and Rughoojee Bhonslay. -.DlsastrQUS- inte~bgence from 
Delhi, occasioned by the amval and proceedings 0£: Nadir 
Shah. - Chimnajee Appa prosecutes a successful war ag~nst 
the Portuguese. - Memorable siege ot Basse~....:..Nadir 
Shah retires from Dellu~ -. , - &ge 51'7 

CHAPTER XVI. 

FROM A.. D. 1'739, TO A. D. 1'740. 

The government of Malwa not formally conceded to Bajee RaG' 
as.promised.by NlZam 001. Mcrolk ......... The felshwa's arrange
ments m Malwa and Bundelcund, pre:V:lous .to attempting the 
conquest of the Deccan ......... MotLves, which deterred apd. 
prompted the Pemhww. -Rugho'ijee. Bhonslay is in!Iuced t~;
undertlike an expedItIon moo the. Carnatie. -- The P~ishW"a, 
attacks Nasir JUDg'"-" plana frustrated at. the outset! ~.departS: 
for Hmdoostan. - Chnnnajee Appa recalled mto the,.Co:t¢an 
to support Ballajee Bajee Rao. - Operations against 8umb
hajee Angrla - interrupted by iDtelhgen~e of the death ot 
Bajee Rao. _ BrIef retrospect of the rISe and progress of the 
Mahrattas.-state of the Moghul ~mpire, and !,f the powers lQ 

India. _ Imperial court. - Nabob of Oude. - Rajpoots. -



xxxii CONTENTS. 

Origin o( the JhB:ts - of Aliverdy Khan-of the Rohillas. _ 
State of the De~can and Carnatic. - Nabobs of Arcot
Kurnoul- Kurpa - and Savanoor. - TaDjore _ Englisb
French and Portuguese. - Raja of Soonda. - De81aye of 
Carwar-Mysore. - Artificial revenue system of the Mah
rattas - Remarks on. - Character of Bajee Rao - His son. 
Ballajee Bajee Rao - Rugonath Rao - Jenardin Bawa, and 
Shurosher Buhadur. • Page 551 

'~";~'II' .. 
J .. " ," ,.. .. ) 

';A'~7'.(>' J// YIP 
r ""'-.. l' .. N NOTE. 

{ 
~ 

,( 'Tke alJo'Ve is a representation 9/ Bho'Wanee, the famous Swort! 
'!I Si"Dqjee; and 9f a Wagnuclc, 'Ike instrument 'With 'Whu:k he 
murdered the General qftke Beejapoor arm!J. 
')0'\' The Vignette at tke top t!f the Index at tke end qf 1'01.8. 
repr,e8cnt& tke Sikka Kutar, or grand .state .seal qf tke Ma~ratta 
E'mptl"c" 'hotk tAc 8'Word and seat tuere taken from ,ke ongznals 
a~ Sato.ra. 



I 

! I , , 

.. _C'~_;_"" =~ n 

~ 

A fital1 
e· of ) 

rr 1 
"'-

.IEeWtilfj tbf (1//(-/(/// (;(,;."\,/fJ/l.\" 
.. ----

OF TJJ Ii jJ;.: (' (' I. \' 

Englis h 'fUt·s 

B E G A 

: I 

I 



A 

HISTORY 

OF 

rrHE l\IAHRATTAS. 

PTelzmmaTlI ObservatIons respecting the GeDftrnphit ;CMif.i 1.

Feature~. Climate, People, Relzgzon, LearniT)g, Earl!! #,~'~ 
and InstItutIOns qf.the Mahyatta CountT!J. 

ACCORDING to HinJqo geographers, ~e '~fCalJ~ 
or country south Qf the Nerbudda!t, .an{! Ha-ha.. 
nuddee rivers~ consists of a considerable. numbet . " - . 
of parts; but there are five ptjncipal ~~sions-,. 
named Dlawed, Carnatic, A!l9.ur, or ~elingamr, 
Gondwaneh·, and Maha~ashtra:t 1 All well }ilformerl1 
Hindoos talk fclmi1iarlY\~f' these dIvisions, but tbey. 
disagree materially as 0 their extent. Cnlant!: 
Wilks, in the absence of more direct evidence, has' 
adopted the best practicrl rule of a.<;certainintfnif:}.,f 
boundaries, by tracing tqe~ according to th~f~E:f% 
over which each particl?tar language is now spOk~ 

The portion termed rlrawed extends from ,Gap~ 
Comorin to the north of Madras: in this tract the 

• The mountainous tract called Gondwaneb lS inhabited by 
a savage race of people, who, as tbey are not Hmdoos, are 
supposed never to have been conquered. 
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HISTORY OF THE MAHRATTAS. 

,TamuI'" is the vernacular tongue. The anCIent 
lCarnatlC, is comprehended in the great table land 
between Malabar and the coash now known by the 
name of Coromandel: the Ghauts, or chain of 
hills on both sides, form its boundary to the east 
and west; but It extends In an angle betweeu 
Telingana and Maharashtra, as far north as the 

1Manjera river; from which point it forms the 
j western boundary of' the former, and the south. 
eastern bOijtJ.dary of the latter. Telingana, com
'menrlrtg, southwards about Pulicat, or the northern 
eitremity of Draw ed, extends to Sicacole in Orissa'; 
which last" together with Gond waneh, occupies th~ . 
, .1tc~ 'b~'Y~en' Telingana and the Mahanuddee. 
'''he :tifth, divi~ion, which forms the western bound. 
iry of q9~dw:meh and Telmgana, it will be Jl'C

cessary to detine with more precision. 
Ma~ar.ashtra ~s the native COUij.try of the people 

whoseJIistpty it is now proposrd to trace. Dif
ferent liIhi'ts are assigned to this great portion of 
#Ie l)~cc~n~ Ac"ordmg to t~e Tutwa, one of' 
the books of the Jotusk Skaste'l', or Hindoo As
trono~Yt l\bharashtra extends no farther than the 
Chan'(tqre range of hills, where Kolwun, Buglana, 
and C~tldeish are represent~d as its northern,bounll
~lfy, and all beyond those coun.tl'i~s is indiscrimi
,nately termed Vendkiadree. 

The tract between Chandore and Broor Manjera, 
• 

* M;~abar, Toolava, and Gohurasht, three dlvisions of the 
M~labar co~t, though not expr~ssly comprISed in the limits of 
Dra:,,:ed ,and, Carnatlc, are~ from the similarity of thelr lan
guages~ consldered as attached to these diviSIOns respectively; 

. ~iz. Malabar 0.1' Kerala to. Drawed, and Toolava and Gohurasbt 
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on the Kistna, IS certamly the most decIdedly 
l\iahratta, and m it there IS the least vanatlOn in 
the language; but followmg the rule adverted to, 
in ItS more extended sense, Maharashtra is that 
space which IS bounded on the north by the Saut
poora mountains· ; and extends from N aundode on 
the west, along those mountams, to the 'Vyne 
Gunga, east .,of N agpoor. "The western bank of 
that river forms a part of the "eastern boundary 
unbl it falls into the Wurda. From tl!-e j~)ction 
of these rivers, it may be traced up the ea,st 1>a~ 
of the ~ urda to Mamkdroog, and thence" ~.est\' 
ward to Mahoor. From this last place a waving' 
110e may be extended to Goa, whilst On'~e weith 
it is bounded by the ocean. ,--es 

The Mahratta language prevails thro.ug~(}ut.!his 
great tract of country; but lIT a space ~~, iJ'densive, 
thele are, of' COurse, various dIalects or 5i t; ,with a 
mixture of other tongues towards the verge pi t\le, 
boundaries.; an"d there is a smail space aboutSura.t~ 
Barbach, and Rajpeeplee, whE!re the Guzerattee' 
is spoken, but whICh may be exCIude~ -by ati Imfl
ginary line drawn from Damaun to the micldIe of 
the N aundode district, or western point'tpf the 
Sautpoora range, whence this defimtion of Ma
llarashtr~ commences. The whole tract compre
hends a surface of upwards of 19~,OOO squ~r' 
miles, and its present population, estimated pnii: 
dpally from the returns of the collectors in the 
tetritory, lately conquered by the BritIsh govern-, 

.. The Sautpoora is properly, I am IDformed by Major Tod, 
the range adJoimng the Vendhia mountains to the south, ,but the 
Mahrattas term the whole Sautpoora. 
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ment, is about six millions, or at the average rate 
of fifty-mne souls to the square mile. 

Maharashtt;a, from its still retaming a distinct 
language, fi'om Its giving name to a class of Bra
mins, and the general appellation of MahrattasJo 
i~ inhabrtants, was, perhaps, at some very distant 
period, under one Raja or Hindoo prince. There 
is, however, no dIrect evidence to support this 
conjectUl e; nor IS there any ancient hIstory in tire 
country, exceptmg the fabulous legends called 
Poorans, which .relate to the actions of gods and 
1Xlen, and which, though probably founded on his-

r~tor~l trutq, are yet so involved in mythologir!al 
ohscurit1., that no research is ever lIkely to recon
lIe them with real events." 
* On~ of (these Poorans, which recounts the exploits of Pu

-resbram 1n his War with the Kshittrees, mentions, thatat the close 
of it, having e;xtlrpated the Kshlttrees and oppressive Rajas, 
and co~ferteQ. the <;onquered territory on the Bramms, they did 

JJ'lot clloose ~hat h(l should reside amongst them, wluch induced 
~ureshr~Ul:to tepalF to the western coast of the Deccan, and 
.to petit~on the )lea for a place of reSidence. This request, 
"however, wa~ ~ot willingly acceded to; but Pureshram bent 
bis 'bow, and tet 6y an arrow froJD the top of the great western 
mountains, at which the ocean was intimIdated, and receding 
bef~~ it to the point at whlCh it fell, left dry the extensive 
tract of country now known by the name of' the Concan 
and Malabar coast. In thiS space ddferent languages are 
spoken; and Hmdoo geographers divide it into seven parta, 
v.l!.>J..,Kerala, 2. Toolava, S. Gohurasht, 4. Concan, or Kum
pll.Dt 5. Kurar, 6. Wurar, and 7. Burbur; these are sup
posea \ ~o extend from the Pamany river, to- Mount Dilly, 
D~reea lfuadurghur, Sewdasheogurb, or Cape Ramas, Deogurh, 
Bencoote, Bassein, ,and the Taptee river respectively. The , 
th~ nrst, us mentioned in a pleceding note, are attached to 
Drawed and Carnatic; the four last are now, by the natives, 
indlscrltnmately included in the lower Concan, or Concan below 
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The Concan is t~part of Maharashtra_~.h!.<;.)1 
lies ~~tlQLQhauts.~ _~.JEtttU:taea:;aiidextends 
~lo~ihe coast, from....S6w.dash~Qgurh to, the Tap
~~ Although so far below the great Cliaiil"{)1' 

,.. mountains stretching along parallel with thewestern 
coast of Inrua, it must not be considered a flat 
country; on the contrary, the Concan IS in most 
parts remarkably rugged and broken, mterspersed 
with huge mountains and thlckjungles, mtersected 
by rivers and numberless rivulets; rocky and clear, 
until they descend on the level, where they are 
affected by the tide, when they are very deep -arid 
muddy. The roads are generally stOllY fhotpaths, 
and become more inaccessible as they approach 
the Syhadree mountains, which, except in placeS' 
rendered more practicable by the British govern .. 
ment, can only be ascended by narrow paths< and 
defiles, sometimes so precipitous that a: led horse 

-, 

the Ghauts. When the Concan SImply is mentioned jn thIS 
work, It is to be und~rstood) as it is generally considered by 
Europeans, to extend from the sea .to the hoe at which the 
Ghauts run into the lower country. When Concan-Ghaut:
Mahta is specified, it is applIcable to a particular tract of 
mountainous country hereafter descnbed. 

• Ghaut lIterally means a break, but in the common accept
ation, it sigmfies a pass over any range of hIlls, and IS thus ap
plIed to designate the hills themselves. When Gh'luts are 
mentioned m thIS or any Indian history, the reader must bear 
in mmd what Ghauts, or rather what particular range c# hIlls 
are alluded to; the Ghauts, however, espeCIally on the Bom
bay SIde, are the dIstmguishmg appellatIon of that jmmense 
cham of hills, which extends along the whole westerii"coast iI' 
IndIa, and is now more correctly termed, the- Syhadree «!or
ruptly Shyadree) mountains. Ghaut also is sometimes applillJi 
to a ford, or the landlDg-place on the bank of a rIver, a sense 
in which we shall never have occasion to use it. 
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t:an with difficulty keep his footmg. When as
tending, and on gaining the summit of any of 
~hese passes", especially to the southward of foona, 
(he scenery which every where presents itself is of 
~he grandest kmd. Some idea of it may be formed 
by imagining mountains succeeding mountains, 
"hree or four thousand feet high, covered with trees~ 
',xcept in places where the huge, black, barren rQcks, 
~re so solid as to prevent the hardiest shrub from 
1nding root in their clefts. The verdure about the 
'?~auts- to the southward of Poona is perpetual, but 
Juting:th.~ rainy season, especially towards the latter 
patt oflt" when the torrents are pouring fro~ the sides 
bf the, U}.ountains, the effect is greatly heightened 
ioy the e'ltt~'etl\e luxunance of vegetation; whilst 
gleams of su~shine, reflected from the breaking 
lUasses of clollds~ give llt thousand evanescent tints 
to every hill th,ey light upon. Tempests and, thun
der storms, hqth at the commencement and close 
of the south .. west monsoon, are very frequent, and 
In that region; these awful phenomena of natur~ 
are, in a, fcnfold degree, tremendous and sublime. 

Notwithstanding the roughness of feature which 
Icharacterizes the Concan, It is in many parts re~ 
markably fertile. Its breadth" from the sea to the 
sttmmi,t of the Syhadree range" is of uI,lequaI ext~nt'a 
yaryinglfrolD twenty-five toJifty miles. The top, 
-of"table land, which is, in many placesf very exten
sive,. forms part of what the natives call Concan
G.ba'~t:'Ma:hta, or Concan on, the top, t9 <¥stinguish 
.\t. '.6:,o~ Thul-Co~caI), or Con~~ below the Gh~t~ 
T).~ highest patt of the ridge is that which i~~e .. 
diat~ly faces the Concan, and the summit is gene-
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rally from one to two thousand feet above the table 
land. The breadth of the Concan-Ghaut-Mahta 
is about twenty or twenty-five mues, and compre
hends all the mountainous tract on the upper or 
eastern side, including the vallies that lie between 
the smaller branches of hills. The Mahrattas, in 
short, reckon the Concan-Ghaut-Mahta, from the 
pomt at whIch these branches terminate in the I 
plain on the eastern SIde, te the summit of the 
ridge facing the Concan. 

The Concan-Ghaut-Mahta, from Joonere to Ko.. 
lapoor, is divided into the ¥a.1YJ!I§t.tP~~ 
the MooraS :11lese-are 'names used by the natives; 
b~th - foipafts of the table land and the vallies., 
The whole tract is populous, and the vallies are 
now well cultivated. The inhabitantsare remarkable 
for their simple, inoffensive demeanoul'~ but they are 
hardy and patient, and, as the well known Mawn~ 
lees of Sivajee, we shall find them led on to active 
and daring enterprise. North of Joonere these 
vallies are not so well cultivated, and the inhabit
ants are for the most part Bheels and Koolees, 
predatory tribes, who, in their wildest state, subsist 
by hunting and plundering. The Mawuls, Kho
rag, and indeed the whole of the Ghaut-Mahta, is 
infested by wild beasts, particularly the royal~tiger, 
which is here found very fierce and destructive. 

In the Ghauts, ,-and"'a;tong the hills alluded to, 
both above and b610w th~ great range, the summits 
are frequently cro~ned, or girded towards the top, 
by large massy basaltic rocks. These, with lit~e 
aid from art, are ~ap;lble of being formed into for"; 
tresses, which, independent of the extreme diffi.. 
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culty of approach, often seem in themselves im
pregnable. In many of them there ftre springs of 
the finest water, and in all a supply can be secured 
in tanks, or reservoirs, during the periodical rains 
from May to October. Throughout that period of 
the year iUs scarcely possible for troops to act in 
the Ghaut-Mahta; as, superadded to the steep, 
rugged, rocky hills, and the deep, winding dells, 
covered like tile mountains by high trees, or tan
gled with low i~.:r~vious 'brush. wood, there is 
a.\iao~t perpetual ram; most of ~he rivulets are then 
frequently swollen into impassable torrents, and 
there is a chilling damp in the forests, exceedingly 
in~alubrious to persons not inured to its influence; 
in ~shott, ~tl a pulitary point of view, there is pro
'bably nQ ~rong~r country in the world. 

'rhe Ghaut .. Mahta is succeeded by the open 
country; 'pt- Desh, which generally becpmes more 
-and mote level to th.e eastward; but there are four 
great ranges of hills, running west and east, ex· 
tending far beyond the ordinary branches of the 
Syhadree mountains. In succession to the Saut
poora, ~r northern boundary I of Maharashtra, there 
are" ,~e great chain, commonly called the ChandofE~ .. 
range,.extendmg from Rho~ra to the heart ofBerar; 
the Ahmednugur hills from J oonere to Bheer; the 
fa:ng~ immediately to the southward of Poona; and 
the'Mahdeo hills -to the npfth3satara. • 
. { 

.. i hav~ had no opportunity \)f,.. a;'-~ taining, but the Chan
dore hins are probably the highest above the level of the sea: 
there is'a very perceptIble fall in the country from Chandore 
to toe TapJee, and from the Mahdeo hills to the Warna and 
Kistna. 
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The general aspect -of Mahrashtra is hilly, the 
vallies are well watered, and the climate is perhaps 
the most salubrious in India; but in regard to cul
tivation, soil, and products, it is inferior to most 
other parts of that fertile region. 

The principal rivers are the Nerbuddah, the 
Taptee, the Godavery, the Beema, and tne Kistna. 
For some distance along the banks of these rivers 
the soil is in general excell~mt, and the crops 
raised cannot be exceeded in plenty and lu~uri
ance. The banks of the Godavery, or Gun~a. as
it is termed by the Mahrattas, the Bee~a and its 
tributary streams, the Neera,and the Ma~ are all 
celebrated for their breed of horses"', particularly 
the two last, which, though small, are accounted 
the best and the hardiest that are reru:.ed in. the 
Deccan. 

The mass of the population, in tIle ,country thus. 
briefly described, are Hmdoos, who, bi'.1be orm.. 
nances of their sacred writings, are divided into the 
four well known casts of Bramin, Kshittree~ Weysh~ 
and Shooder; but all these classes, though nomin .. 
ally preserved, are degenerated, extinct, or greatly 
subdivided. 

• These are distinguished by the name of the pIal; ~h~rt! 
they Ifave been reared; Gung-thuree, Bheem-thure.e~ le~~
thuree, and Maun Desh. Thuree means the dale or striZth ill 

",'i ,~ , 

the neighbourhood of a river, and the appellations bere m.en-
tioned are used by the Mahrattas in speaking of these coun .. 
tries, in preference to any other name by which subdfvislons 
of the country were marked by Mahomedans. Berar is like
wise celebrated for the hardmess) but not for the beautY. of its 
horses 
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The Bramins "" are the priesthood, whosa- It ves 
~ght to be spent in' worshIpping and contemplat
ing the DIvinity, and teaching, by precept and ex
ample, what is proper to be observed by the rest 
Jf mankmd, to enable them to gain the favour of 
the gods, and to attain a more exalted state in 

IhelI transmigration. They ought to have no in
erference in worldly concerns; but they have long 
be~ the prmcipal officers, ciVil and military, in all 

~
indoo states. Those Bramins who strictly follow 

he tenets of'their fiuth, and devote their lives to 
lie study of what Hindoos conceive the divine or

dinances,. are held m great esteem; but otherwise, 
~ the Mahratta country, there is no veneration for 
ihe Bramin character. , 

Independent of the two Mahratta divisions of' 

It- C ',('here are in India two general dlVlsi~ns ~f Bramins, te.-'D
the Puncli GOUT, and the Punch Dra'Wed; these two are sub

tided intQ~ five each; the Punch Gour belong to what has 'En termed, by Rennell" Hmdool>tan Proper, or the country 
rth of tlle N'erbuddah, and the other five to Guzerat, and 

i country south of that rIver, and the Vendhla or (as they 
~ve b~~n already noticed by the more familIar Mahratta name 

. ~) the Sautpoora mountams. Those south of the Nerbuddah 

.ire the Makaraskt, the Andur, or Telzng, the Dra'Wed, and the 
t,ar.nat~c.. The Goojur are of Guzerat. ~ 
~ Besides the great. divisions of Mahdeo Bkugt. and Vii/moo 

Hkugt, or the. respecb.ve followers of Mahdeo- and Vishnoo, 
I'lere are a great number of subdivisions ia all these five classes 
',1 Bramins, whose appellations correspond with four 6£ the 
(;feat al:JSions of the ancient definition of the Deccan already 
rIven; they also derive distinctIons from any of the four Vedas 
ut which they may be primarily lDstructed. 
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Concanist ., or those who belong to the' country 
below the Ghauts, and Deshist, or those of the ter
ritoryabove, there are in the Mahratta country eIght 
classes t of Bramms, who differ from each other in 

- '" The Pelshwa" who attained sovereign authority in the Mah
ratta natIOn, were of thiS class. Concamsts, from thiS circum
stance, and the power whICh It naturally threw mto their hands, 
pretend to some superIority 10 cast; but these pretensIOns are 
not well founded. They are termed Chz!pawun, which, amongst 
other slgmficabons, means" a dead body raised." Their 'Origtn, 
accordmg to what IS mentIOned 10 a Sanscrlt work, enutIed 
The S!fhadree Kand, was fourteen dea{i bodies of dIfferent casts 
that had been drowned 10 the sea; whence they were trans
ported by Vlshnoo 10 hiS outar of Pureshram, after he had. 
forced the sea to give up the Concan, or PU'Tesh'Tam Ksheter, 
and re-anlmated to people hiS new country. From these fourteen 
familIes sprang the Concanee Bramms, who are now distin .. 
gUlshed by sixty surnames. The DeshISt Bramins, although 
they have surnames, prefer ~he dlstmctlOn of their father's. 
name, or the place of their reSidence, to their surname, whICh 
they Will seldom mentIOn. ,-

The Concamst BraminS', before the elevation 'of :Ballajee
Wlshwanath, commonly called the first, though In: fact the fifth 
PelShwa, were not employed as clerks and men of bUsmess, 
but as hurkarus and spies. They carefully suppress or destroy 
aU copIes of tbe S!Jhadree Kand, where theIr onglo IS mentIoned, 
and a respectable Bramm of Waee was, a few years age), dI.s~ 

graced by Bajee Rao for havlDg a copy of It. The Concamst:' 
say, that the word chztpawun was origmally clutpohle, literaTI,. 
SlgnifylDg " searing the beart," made use of in tbelr addresses to 
their patron Pureshram for not attendmg to theIr petitIons. 
tbls expressIOn, however, bemg, conSidered undutiful, or im
proper,. was changed to chztpawun, "pure-hearted," whic~ the~ 
mterpret 41 a smner pardoned." ~ 

OJ aU the Bramms With whom I am acquamted, the COil-' 
camsts are the mosll senSIble and mtelligent. 

t Thetl' names, arranged accordmg to their degree, are 
1 Kurara, 2. YaJurwedee, or MahadInJen, 3. Kannoo, 4. Deo
rookay, 5. Klrwunt, 6. Shenwee, 7. Tirgool, and 8. SuwaSsay. ' 



1ft HISTORY OF THE MAHRATTAS. 

some of'their usages, and present, to those accus~ 
tomed to observe them, perceptible differences 
both of character and appearance. 

The second of the four grand classes of Hindoos 
is termed Kshittree, or the military body. The 
pure Kshittrees are considered extinct; but the 
Rajpoots fie, who assume their appellation and their 
pflV1leges, are the least degenerate of their de
scendants. 

The third grand dass' is the Weysh t, or the 
mercantile. community. 

* Rajapootrast or literally the Children of Rajas. They are 
the. offsprIng of Kshittree RaJlls with women of other casts, 
'and are said to have eXisted smce about the year 2000 of the 
Kalhee Y 99g. , 
- t The teal Weysh is also said to be extinct; the Wanees, or 

Banian!!. occupy their place; but of a long list of the classes 
at nanjans~ there is not one of the subdivisions that is real 
Weysh. The class termed Komtce which is most common in 
::r~Iingana, is the least degenerate. The other Banians in the 
Mahratta country are the Lzngait, GOOJur, and Jain. The 
LUigait_ although their Bamans reckon themselves Weysh, are, 
hke th~ Jaip, a distmct sect; they are divided into three classes, 
tE!rm~ SIlwunt, Punchum, and T1rul~e; their Gooroos, or 
priests, ate termed J~ngum; they derive their appellatIOn from 
'rearing the Ling, an obscene symbol of both Mahdeo and 
~hnoo. They' Will not eat what has been cooked by a Bra
min', and they" differ in their relIgious tenets, denYJDg the 
a<fctrht~ of metemRsychosls ; they are also defiCIent in some 
domestIc observance~ rigidly practised by other Hindoos. The 
'Go~j6.r ,ge~ their name -rather from their country than their 
cllst~ being originally from Guzerat. There are also Bramins 
who are GooJurs. The Jams are not so common in Maharash .. 
tr/l. as in the country south of the Kistna. A good account of 
't1l1s remarkable:sect has been given by C010nel Mackenzie, in 
the Asiatlc Researches, vol. IX. 
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The last of the four grand classes IS the Shooder : 
they are properly the cultivators, and as such, are 
known in the Mahratta country by the name of 
Koonbee. ( 

BUt besides these four graIld divIsions, there are 
a vast number of Hindoos, the mtermixed progeny 
of the four classes and of each other. They are 
not, however, what the European reader mIght 
fancy as outcasts: they have a co!nmumty of theIr 
own, and ranks, professions, and employments 
peculIar to themselves, of whICh there are au inti .. 
mte number. All trades and artizans are of this 
irregular OffSpl ing, and classed, III Maharashtra. 
under the general appellation of Shunkerjatee. *' . 

• Independent of other Hmdoo observances, all classes of 
the Shunkerjatee have a sort of moral and relIgIOUS government 
amongst themselves: they have heads or chiefs, ncrw termed 
Muqudum, Chowdree, &c. &c. whose power seelJ)s to be the 
result of supposed suffrage, rather than of any regu4r electum .. 
There IS no one Muqudum who has any very generai authority 
In the Mahratta country; but all classes are subject to the sam~ 
sort of rules: they are frequently stllct In enforCUlg both 
spilltual and temporal observances. An mfrmgemem Qf what 
IS customary IS liable to a general inqUIry In tbe comrnuruty, 
every member of which may be readUy roused to a jealous 
defeB<-e of what is conSIdered either prIvilege or propriety. 
Thelower casts of the Shunkerjatee are not less particular'than , 
the others; and hence It is, that lD natlve regiments, the Euro- ' 
pean officers often complaJD of having no trouble WIth affairs 
of cast except among low-cast men, For the orIgm Qf • the , 
Shunkerjatee, to those who may be deSirous of aC<I,wing I 
mmu~e mformatlOn, reference may be made to Mr. Colebrook's I 

'WTltmgs on the subject, lD the Asiatlc Researches, vot. v. 
The most remarkable thing In the clasSification of the Shunker
jatee 18, that the offsprmg of the Shooder, With a woman of', 
the Bramm class, IS the lowest of all. The term 1hunkerJatee, 
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From all cast~ and classes there are devotees, 
who, renounc~rIg the world, assume a religious cha
racter, which is generally put on in order to attain 
a large.r share of what they pretend to glve up ; but 
some have been exemplary in their conduct, and, 
by the tenor of then hves, as well as their penance 
and observances, are supposed to have been ani
IPated by hopes paramount to all bodily suffering, 
'and to have looked for no earthly reward; that m 
them even vanity was subdued, and that they were 
superior to that greatest of all sedudions, the praise 
of their fellow-men. A person of such a character 
is 'termed a Sadhoo: he may be of any cast, or 
persuasion; for a Hmdoo admits that there may be 
pure devotion ip any relIgion, sex, or cast. bf 

-the Sadhoos, or saints that have been famous in 
Maharashtra., Kublieer * was a Mahomedan, Took. 

, ~ram a Ranian" Kanhoo Patra., a woman com of 
the dancing tribe, and Choka Mela waS' a Mhar or 
Dher. 

I Bramin devotees.ar..e of three sorts, Brimhacha
fee t, \Van Prist" and Sunneashee. 

in the Mahratta country, IS applied to the mixed classes, which, 
i~ many other parts of Incha, and 10 Sanscrit manuscripts, are 
sty\ed Wurn Skunkur: this term is in use in Maharashtra, but 
is applied to any sort of employment in which a person may be 
engaged unbecoming lilS cast. A BramIn's chdd by a slave 
girl is, termed Sindey. 

• Kbbheer lived a Mohomedan ; but when dead, the Hindoos 
cl~ed him as a Sadhoo. . 

t Th9ugh this be a name for those devotees who are rigid 
students for twelve years, all Bramin boys are termed Brzm
kackaree from the time of their admission into theIr cast, that 
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Banians, though there are many devotees from 
thIS class of people, are not so apt to become so, as 
the other casts. 

The Rajpoots, however, and all classes of Shoo
ders" may become Gosaeens and Byragees. t 
When a Bramin assumes either of these charac
ters, he forfeIts all claim to Cd.st as a Bramin. Yet 
Gosaeen IS a familiar name for the followers and 
dlscip1es of the famous Mahapoor!Jsh:j:, and Bnm-

IS, from the period at whICh the ceremony of -the Moon) IS 
performed untIl the consummatIOn of theR" marrIage, when 
they become Grekustk, or householders. The ceremony of the 
Moon) IS performed in all Hmdoo famIlIes of the hIgher casts, 
of whIch the males may be entItled to use the Janwa, or dls
tmgmshmg thread worn next the skm. ThIs takes pJace when 
the boy IS five or SIX years old, and the occasIon IS celebrated 
With more or less pomp, accordmg to the wealth or poverty of 
the parents. The ceremony 18 performed by tbe household 
prIest, who IS called Gooroo, or Oopadheea, and, in itselC IS 

mere]y fastenmg a pIece of cloth about the chIld's lluddle, and 
tymg the Janwa dIagonally across the body, over the right 
shoulder; whilst the Gayetrz, a mystICa] Sanscrlt verse, IS pro
nounced by the chIld's father, WhICh aU Bramm.s know, but 
none ought to dIsclose. PrevIous to thIS, the child 18 not-. 
Bramin, or accountable for omiSSIons or infrmgements in eatmg, 
bathmg, &c. &0.-+ 

'* The Gaolees, or mIlkmen, hold the highest rank amongs~ 
the Shooders ; some say by descent, others by theIr bemg,po.J?
m employment about that most sacred animal the cow. Na
wees, or barbers, from being frequently in contact with Bramins, 
lIkewIse acquire a reflected sUperIOrIty, but they are properly 

, of the Shunkerjatee. 
t Hmdoo devotees, who subsist 00 charIty, are often 10ws

crrmmately termed Fuqeers by Europeans; though the term 
is apphcable to Mahomedan beggars only. 

:j: An explanation of this word wIll appear hereafter. 
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hacharee, Ramdass Swamy, the spiritual dlrectol' 
of Sivajee; and it is hkewtse an appellation of 
those Bramins who are professional story-tellers, or 
reciters of' Kuthas, generally known as Hurdass" 
Gosaeen; but in these cases it is a mere nominal 
distmction. ' 

The Gosaeens t, properly so called, are followers 
of Mahdeo. The Byragees generally maintain the 
'supre,lUacy of Vishnoo. 

* Das$ means servant; Huree IS a name of Vishnoo. Hur
'~S1 th~ serv~nt of Vishnoo. 

t The\.r rounder was Shunkeracharya: there are ten divisions 
of them, WIth 80,me shades of difference in their observances, 
the ten are l~ Guree, 2. Pooree, S. Bkartee, 4. Bun, 5. Arun, 
6. $urusuttee, 7-. Teert, 8. Askrzm, 9. Sagur, and 10. Pur'Wutt. 

- To become a Gosaeen, such casts as wear the Kurgoota, or 
~tring round the loins, destroy it> and substitute a piece of 
clotp, if any I)overing be deemed necessary; and the person 
geDe~a.lfy attacbes "himself to some one of the fratermty, as 
desirous of llecoming a ckela, or disciple, The novice may 
'proceed'thus far, and still retract: the irretrIevable step by 
which he becomes a Gosaeen for evec, is 1D the ceremony 
called HOf1Jc~ which, in this case, must be gone through in 
the most solemn manner. It is performed by takmg an earthen 
(ve~sel,\(me cubIt square. termed stundeel; this is t() be filled 
'witb pur~ unmixed mould, over which powders of various 
),olours are to be strewed; upon this a fire is kindled, and over 
~n\le whole' Ghee, or mllk, is poured for a certam number of 
~e$',:dq~il;lg which, munturs, or mystical verses, are repeated, 
.an4l',ir~~s solemnly made> of poverty, celibacy, and perpetual -
'pilgrimage to the ddFerent holy places throughout India. Ghee 
is butter clarified by boilmg. Milk is always used by a Bramin 
i~ 'perforp:1ing the Home. on this, as well as on other more 
common occasions of dally occurrence. The disciples of a 
Gosaeen are obtained in three ways: voluntary followers, slaves 
purchased, and children obtained from parents who had vowed 
to ma.ke them Gosaeens previous to their buth. 
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The Gosaeens are a. much more numerous body 
in the Mahratta country than the Byragees: theIr 
dress, when they'wear clothes, is invanably dyed 
orange; a colour emblematical of Mahdeo. The 
Gosaeens, for the most part, have deviated flom 
the rules of their order in a manner universally stIg
matized by Hindoos. They engage in trade; they 
enlist as soldiers; some of them marry, and many 
of them have concubines. Gosaeens, who go with
out clothmg, acquire superior character; but those 
of greatest sanctity are the Gosaeens, who never 
shave, or cut their hair or nalls, or who have 
vowed to keep their headS' or hmbs in a particular 

• posItion. The penances by extremes of heat and 
cold, and the voluntary tortures which some of 
them undergo, are often greater than one might 
suppose the human frame could endure. 

Men who survive such exposure, and vol,tlntarpy 
submit to ~uch bodily suffering, are, it may easily 
be conceived, very formidable when they take up 
arms. Gosaeens and Byragees have frequently 
waged a religlOus war; and some of the di~fsions 
of Gosaeens have had desperate battles with ~ach 
other. Under a weak or unsettled government, 
the Gosaeens and Byragees have both been guilty 
of dreadful outrages on the persons and proper
ties of the inoffensive part of the communrty;. 
but the former are more notorious in this re .. 
spect than the latter. They used to travel in, 
armed parties, and under pretertce of seeking cha
rity, levied contributions Oll the country. Where 
unsuccessfully resisted, they frequentI>: plunder~.d, 

VOL. I. C 
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murdered, and committed the most brutal enormi
ties. 

The reader will now understand, from what has 
been said of the most conspicuous classes of the 
inhabitants in Maharashtra, that the name Mah
ratta is applicable in some degree to aU of them, 
when spoken of in contradistinction to men of 
other countries; but amongst themselves aMah. 
ra~t~ Bramin will carefully distinguish himself from 
a Mahratta. That term, though extended to ~he 
Koonbees, or cultivators, is, in strictness, confined 
to the military families of the country; many of' 
whom claim a doubtful but not improbable descent 
from the Rajpoots. 
, The 'Women ,in the Mahratta country are well 
treated; they are the helpmates, but by no means 
the slaves of their husbands; nor are they in the 
degraded state in which some travellers have de
scribeu,the condition of the women in other parts 
of tndU; and in which the ordinances of the Shas
ters would place them. There is one custom ge
~erAlly observed among them, which is, that the 
wijt'es (of all the chiefs and military men, who pre
,~~, ,to Rajpoot descent, are as strictly veiled as 
lh~ Mahomedan ladies of rank, and as much dis
~g!~~ .attaches to their being seen, particularly by 
~pet~ons not H!tdoos. This observance they pro
bably adopted, in the first instance, from the 
Deccanee Mussulmans, or the Moghuls, but they 
s'ay it is handed down as a usage of the branch of 
Rajpoots, from whom they are descended. Mah. 
ratta ladies of' tbis description, on the death of 
theIr husbands, frequently immolate themselves 

18 
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with the corpse; but in cases where they either 
have helpless infants, or important family affairs 
requiring their care, they are rarely permitted to 
do so. Should they for the latter reason chooS'e 
to survive, their veil is in- a great degree removed~ 
, they are obliged to appear where business de
mands their presence, in company wIth men, in an 
assembly, or even in battle. 

'Vith regard to religion, the 'principal feature in 
that of all Hindoos is their belief in the transmi
gration of the soul; and without attempting to re
concile, much less to defend, the ridiculous incon
sistencies of their wild mythology, or to account 
for the differences that exist, in what may be now 
stated, from that which prevails in other parts of 

.India, a brief summary of the religious creed. of 
the ~1ahrattas will here be useful, especially to 
the reader in England: - They believe that tbe 
great Divine Spint pervades the universe; t1Iat tlI(' 
'Soul of every human being is a part of that great 
Spirit, and when perfectly purified is re-united tv
it. Thi~ is the ultimate reward of the good, Wllllst 
the punishment of the wicked consists' in ;b~!tg. 
re-born in a state proportionally distant from t11~ 
reunion. The soul which animates the body of. ii' 
Bramin is nearest to this state of beatitude, pro.:: 
vided he shall duly fulfil the ordmances of Ius 
faith; but if he do not, his soul shall be detained 
in nurruk, or hell, until sufficient torture, in ex
piation of sins, ,has been inflicted, when it will lYe 
sent to re-animate some other hying shape upon 
the earth. The souls of all ma.nkind must, there .. 

c fl 
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for~, pass .through the human form of a Bramin 
as their last probation, unless that perfect good .. 
n~ss can be attained, which they describe in the 
character of a Sadhoo; in which case immediate 
admittance is gained to eternal happiness. 

The Mahrattas suppose that the divine natl1re, 
in itself; ,cannot be the agent; yet, from this di
vine nature, or great sp'irit, known by the name 
of Biimh, emanated Prakritee, or nature, ,and 
Brahma the creator, Vishnoo the preserver, and 
Siva or Mahdeo the destroyer: the respective 
wives of these three are Sawitree, Luximee, and 
Parbuttee.. . 

Brahltla -created all things: he created human 
beings, and was himself incarnate; he is the father 
of'the Deos, or good spirits; and likewise of the 
D!l1S, or- evil ,spirits. Indra: is the chief of' the 
former, and Bullee of the latter. The agents of, 
preServation and destruction. together with, their 
wiv.~lJ; have Ilkewise become incarnate, and as
sumed ~ multItude of forms on the earth, in order 
t9 fulfil- ,the ends of their .being. These incarna
tions' are called their outars ; the different names of 
t'h~ie. together with a number of emanations, pro
dUc~'ai host of deities, amounting, say the Bramins, 
,~leiiisive of Brahma, V~shnoo, and Mahdeo, to 
three' hundred and thirty millions. 

t i There is ,but one temple dedicated to Brahroa 
i~ India, which is at Pooshkur, near Ajimere, 
V~~hnoo, Ma4deo" and their wh~es, are worshipped 
JInder the names of their various outars,' in numer-
0us 'temples" where their images are pres~r~ed. 
There are a multitude of incarnations from all of 
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them; but there are eleven principal outars of 
Mahdeo, and ten of Vishnoo: those of Mahdeo
were chiefly for the purpo~e of assisting Indra, in 
his wars with the Dyts: those of Vishnoo are the 
most celebrated; but as they are well known, it 
may be sufficient to remark, that his wars for the 
destruction of evil genii, and oppressive Rajas, 
and the shapes he assumed for the preservation of 
the'world on various occasions, are recorded in
the Poorans, or sacred histories, forming the sub ... 
ject of their great popular 'poems, the Ramayun, 
the Mahabharut, and the Bhagwut. These poems 
have in later times been imitated in Mahratta, and 
have afforded a never failing fund of amus~mentt 
in supplying ideas- and allusions for all Kuthas, at 
sort of recitative, intermixed with music- and'song; 
in which tales, achievements, acts, and' penances 
of the gods are related; anecdotes and'allusion~ to 
passing occurrences, often wittily introduced,. -ana 
good moral- lessons frequently conveyed.. . The 
Kuthas • are a popular amusement in Mahara.c;htra 
with all ranks and casts. 

There is no religion in which there are a greater, 
number of sectaries than that of the Hind~os. 
The two- great divisions are those who acknowledge 
the supremacy of Vishnoo, and those who assert 
the superiority, or equality af' Mahdeo t, the latter 

• .Divested.of the reflgious c~acte~ of whioh they partake, 
Kuthas more nearly resemble Mr. Matthews's entertainments oC 
the present day, than any thing to. which I e~ oomplire them 
in England. 

t Mahdeo, it may be here observed, does Dot lies troy indis
cnminatcJy, and is not the depriver of life. that occupation 
belongs td the goddess Mrutt!joo; anel as soon.as the IOul de .. 

c 8 
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has' lopg been the prevailing creed throughout 
Maharashtra. . , -

Most individuals have. some. deity, which they 
reckon especiallY' propitious to! themselves ~ this 
deity is. terl;lled Aradh; but every family' has in ... 
variably a tutelary god, who is styled their Koot 
Swamy. • All the gods ~r~ worshipped more par'''! 
ticularly at certain times, for instance. Gunputtee, 
the son of ~fahdeo, un commencing any thing; 
and the name of Ram (an outar of V,i-ahQ.oo) 
i~ pronounced in the hour of death, but the 
Aradh and Kool Swamy are inwardly implored 
'Qn ordinary QCCaSlOns, when suing for strength 
to perform what is good, 01' to resist what is evil ; 
to ob~aln health, happiness, or any worthy object. 
~~p~ ~ramins as can be termed religious. instruc
'~()!;$t: are eithet; Oopadheeas, or Gooroos; the dis
tit!Gtion in these i~, Ithat the Oopadheea is com
mqnly the hereditary domestic ,teacher in a family, 
and' th~ Gooroo is the chosen ~nstructor and inter
<;essor of an individual. Many persons, especially 
rilen Qf consequence, choose some celebrated de
vot~e for their ~piritual guide, whose sanctity is 
supposed to. be such, that by his intercession witI!' 
the -Deity, qbjects will be granted which wouI£l be 

j 

: parts. It is carried to be judged by Yem D"hurm, who 18. the son 
of Sobrya, {the sun,) an outar of Vishnoo. I have not met 
with Mahdeo asJQe renovator ~ and if that idea be taken from 
a~y lIimllarIt~ in-charac,ter with tbe heathen deity Jupiter geni; 
tor, as'.alluded to by Sir William Jones, It is a fanciful notion, 
to say the least. 

* Byhroo, Joteba, Kundoba, and Parbuttee, under her name 
of Dewee-Bhowanee, are generally the Kool Swamy and Aradh~ 
o£the Mahratta soldiery. III vtllages, temples tQ Bybroo, Lux .. 
imee, and Gunputtee, are the most common. 
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denied to the less worthy individual. Such a 
mediator, though he may not attain the character 
of a Sadhoo, is superior to other Gooroos, and 
acquires the appellation of Makapooroosk." It IS 

remarkable that the Mahapooroosh- of the Mah. 
rattas is sometimes a Mahomedan. 

All natives of India,. even· the most intelligent 
ef them, are extremely superstitious, and plc-.ce 
great reliance Oll r.f.:tro!ogy, oJUens, prodigies, and 
prophecies;, and nothing of magic, wItchcraft, or 
supernatural agency, IS too gross for the credulity 
of the multitude. 

All Mahratta learnmg, except simple readmg; 
writing, and arithmetic, is confined to those Bra
mins t, who study the Sanscrit language, in ~hich 
only their sacred writings are composed .. -!"Tlle 
principal of these are, the four Bheds, :Or Ved~,; 
the si."{ Sbasters';J and the Pooratls t, or sacre.{l bis.-

" . " /.. .. The MahapooToo~" is frequently referred to'as all oracle, 
and on predictmg falsely, JS often blamed by the disappointed 
i?dividual, who declares him responsible for the. unfo~Qnat~ 
issue of the affair. Ob the otber hand, when the Mah4po\ltaosh 
is not so well rewarded as- he might expect, be sonietiD'J.~ 
(though this IS rare) threatens to wlthdraw bis prot~cbop {rpm. 
a person so unmmdful and so unworthy. 
. t Bramins learned in the Shasters have the title of Shastree't, 

In the Vedas, Waudeek; in both Shasters and Vedas, Pundie. 
Titles -which much resemble tllose' of the learned RabbIs- m the 
Jewisb synagogue. • 

t The Pporans were Wl'1tten by Yeas, an mSPJred Bramln. 
qne of the seven immortal humant beings. Walmeek, the 
author of the Ramayun, was, accordmg to Mahratta legend, a 
Koolee, ~hose place of residence is pointed out near the Neera 
Bridge, at 'a village called VeerwaIla, not far from. Jejaory, and 
oontiguoub to 'the Poorundhur rabge., 

c·4 
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tories, of which ther~ are eighteen principal; but 
upon these there are an infipite number of eXlo 
plan3:tions and commentaries. 

A small proportion only of the Mahratta Bra.
mins understaQ.d Sanscrit; au_d ,there is no great 
proficiency, even in Hindoo literature,. to be found 
among them at the present pay. 

Mucb injudicious praise has been lavished on 
tIle leaJning and virtue of the Hin~oos, and in 
exposing these panegyrics, their character has be
come the theme of' stIll more injudicious censure. 
Both extremes are unjust; al)d surely it would be 
l?etter, that the unfavourable side of the picture 
should not be viewed by any person whose for
tunes may lead him to the ,shores of India as a. 
s.ervap-t .9f: the public. If our young countrymen 
proceed to their destination unbiassed by prejudice,. 
study th~ 'langu.age, and cuLtiv:ate t~e acquaintance 
Q£ the natives, they will, after long intercourse, 
have many kind recollections and feelings towards 
them. T4ey may often be disgusted with corrup
tio~ me.a~nessJ and every debasing passion, which 
obsei-yation and general,intercou~se with mankind 
iri:alL-.pa,ts of the world will too frequently dis
COlTer;, ,but they will soon perceive, that many of 
these yices.. have originated in a corrupt, oppressive 
gov~rnriie~t{ 'and the demoraliiing effects of an 
~bsurd supe.rstition.; that they really possess many 
vif.tues, and~.gfeat' qualities; and that much of 
wh~t is amiaole, .in every relation of life, may be 
found amongst the 'natives of India. 

We now proceed, however, to notice ,the first 
records of events, which have as yet been dis-
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covered, relative to that portion of the people of 
whom our subject more particularly treats. 

Like the early history of every country, that of 
Maharashtra is invo~ved in much obscurity; yet 
there are traces of two or three great revolutions 
previous to the Mahomedan conquest. Popular 
legend tells us, that the people called Gursee, who 
are a low cast, and the best performers amongst 
the rude musicians of the country, are the abori .. 
gines of Maharashtra: and this is supported by the 
authority of the Poorans, in which it is stated, 
that the tract between the Cavery and the God .. 
avery, was termed Dkundkarinya, or the forest, 
and that when Rawun held universal sway, he be
stowed it upon the TV qjinfree, or musicians., But 
the first authentic account we have of any so~qeign
ty in the country, is that of which Tagara 'jvas the 
metropolis.. This city was frequented bY:Egypt4ln 
merchants two hundred and fifty years before 
Christ; and the author of the Periplus ot the Ery
threan sea, who wrote about the middle of the 
second century, particularly mentions ~t'" as a'place 
of great resort, and well known to"the Greeks 11s 
the emporium for the supply of their ~erchan~~; 

Its name is well known to learned Hin.d09S. Jrut 
its exact position has not been ascertained .; thOilgh 
it was probably situated on th~ bank· of the God- ¥ 

avery, a little to the north-east of th~ modern town 
ofBheer_ It was tinder the government of a Rajpoot 
prince, whose authority appears to have been very 

.. In the transactions of the Bombay Literary Society, 
voi. ni. my reasons for tbis supposition are publIshed. 
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extensive.$ and acknowledged by several other rajas; 
as he is ,styled the chief of the chiefs of Tagara •• / 

It is probable (that the power of the rajas of' 
Tagara originated by conquest from the northward; 
but the next revolution of which We have any trace, 
appe~rs to nave been occasion'ed. by an insutrection 
in the country, headed by a man, 'of ..an' inferior 
cast, named Shalivahant, whose,accession'to powet 
forms an epoch, coIhmencing in the year 77-t..78 of' 
the Christian era. 
, Shalivahan, it is supposed, removed the seat of 

government to Prutesthan, which. is the 'Paithanrt 
mentioned in the Periplus, and the .modern town 
~f Mungy Pyetun, situated on'the banks of the 
Godavery.-What follows in regard' to this prince 
i~ _ex~racted" from the fabulous legends of the 
,country. 
" Sh~livahan t annexed the territory of a raja, 

'Who -reigned at-Asseer, to hIS' own dominions: this 
raja was descended from Sissoday, a. Rajpoot raja' 
p( the solar race; his ancestor having emigrated 

• MeQtloned' in. 'old grants of land, engraved on copper
Jllates. 

t He is said by some to hav~ ,been a Koonbee, or cultivator, 
and by others to have been 'the son of a Koomar, or potter, The 
legends of the .country call him an outar of Mahdeo. HIB 
mother, ~ays the ~ame authqrity, was the VIrgin daughter of a 
Bramin, who becoming pregnant by a snaKe of $ sacred kind, 
was in ()onseque~ce supposed to be disgraced, and was' driven 
from her father's threshold; but she was received mto the house 
of~: ~ottert by whom 'she was protected .. 

t There are vanous'legends respectlDg Shabvahan, in dlf. 
ferent parts of India: thlS'IS what is current in Maharashtra, 
and It is not of impottance to inquire whether this or that fable 
be the more probable. 
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from Koshul Desh, the modem: Oude, and founded 
a. state on the south side of the N erbuddah, which, 
at the period of its conquest J;>y Shalivahan, had 
existed 1680 years. Shalivahan put the whole of 
the members of'this family to death, excepting one 
woman, who, having escaped with her infant son, 
found shelter and subsistence in' a miraculous man~ 
ner: amongst the Sautpoora mountains: this son 
afterwards became the founder of the family of the 
Rana of C'heitore. From the Ranas of Cheitore 
sprang the Ranas of Oudepoor, universally admitted 
to be the oldest family in Hindoostan; and from 
them, according to the legend quotedl it is pre ... 
tended tliat the founder'ofthe Mahratta nation, as 
bither-to :Known to us, drew His lineage. The le
gend proceeds to state, that Shahvahan long waged 
war with'Vlkramajeet, tne Prince of Malwa;- 'bu.t 
they at last concluded a treaty by which the N er
bUddah became the boundary of Shaliv3.bab._ to 
the north, and of Vikramajeet to the sout1J. The 
commencement of the reign of each was to form 
&n epoch for future calculation in their resp~ctive 
countries; that of'Vikramajeet commen«es fifty .. 
seven years before the birth of our' Saviour, anq is 
still prevalent to the northward of the N erbuddah ; 
whilst that of Shalivahan, already notic«d, con
tinues in the Deccan. In the Mah:r;atta manu
scripts, these ,epochs have been rather inc~sist:
ently adduced as a proof of such. a treaty betwixt; , 
V lluamajeet and Sh3.Iivahan; because' as there is 
a difference of one hundred and thirty-three years, 
the eras themselves refute the story; unless we 
~uppose that Vikramajeet had pnor claims to sove-
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reignty, and that the era was reckoned from the 
time of some of his forefathers. 
. There were, probably, several other revolutions in 
Maharashtra; but nothing is known ~ to the cause, 
or period of a subsequent removal of the capital from 
Paithana to Deogurh, the modern Doulutabad. 
Some tnailUscrip~s deduce a succession of rajas from 
ShaIivahan to J.dow Ramdeo Rao, who was the 
reigning prince ~t the time of' the first appearance 
of the Mahomedans in that quarter, in the end of 
the thirteenth century. At that period, and as far 
back as there is a~y authentic record, the Mahratta 
country seems t,o have been divided into many small 
states, more or less independent. 

Ferishta mentions the opposition which Alp Khan, 
the Soobehdar, or Governor, of Guzerat, experi
enced from a raja named Kirren, when co-operating 
with l\:Jullik Kafaor in the second expedition into 
th~'peecan. The Raja of' Gondwaneh is noticed;< 
and the Haj~ of' Buglana is frequently mentioned 
by that auth or. By a grant of'land, engraved on a 
copperplate, and found at Tannah near Bombay·, 
it appears that there was a Raja reigning in'or near 
the is]~nd of'Salsette, A. D. 1018, who claimed de
bc~n\ fi:o..in the rajas of Tagara. A copperplate of a 
simi1~~description, found at Satara t, proves that 
A: D~;119~, there was a Raja at PanalI~ who pos
sessed a consid~rable territory.:j: By the legends 

.. First volume of As'iati.c Researches, page 857. 
t Transactions of the Bombay Literary Society, vol. hi. 
t He is said 'to have built the following fifteen forts, via. 

1. Pllwungurh, 2. PamilIa, S. Bhoodurgurb, 4. Bowra, 5. Kelneb, 
(or Vishalgurh,) 6. Samangurh, 7. Rangon, 8. Wussuntgurb, 
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of the country, he is said to have reigned over the 
whole of the tract extending from the Mahdeo 
range of hills, north of Satara, to the Hurnkassee 
river, south of Kalapoor, and including all the south
ern tract of the Concan as far as Sewdasheogurh. 

This raja likewise claimed descent from the 
rajas of T3.000ara. His country, according to tra
dition, was reduced by a raja named Singin, also 
said to have been a Rajpoot prince. The place of 
his standing encampment during the time his troops 
were reducing the country of the raja of Panalla, 
is still shown close to Mahsoorna in the neighbour
hood of Poosasaoly, south of Satara. The Raja 
SlDgin died before he had firmly established himself, 
and the territory of Bhoje, Raja of Panalla, feU into 
the hands of Mahratta polygars.· The Concan
Ghaut-Mahta, from the neighbourhood of J;»oQna 
to the 'Varna, belonged to a family named SirKay, 
whose descendants assumed the title of r~ja, and 
to this day rank amongst the highest of the Ma
hratta nobility. t 

It is probable, that future research in the Deccan 
may add considerably to this list, and establish 
further proofs in support of an opinion now ,pretty 

~ 
9. Satara, 10. Chundun, H. Wundun, 12. Nandgeer~ef 13. 
Kelinja, J4.. Pandoogurh, and 15. Wyratgurh. They are stilt 
known by these names, excepting, I ~lieve, Bhoodurgurh. 

* Polygar in the Mahratta country, means one who has be
come independent, wbo refuses to pay revenue, and levies con
trIbutions from a11 those from whom he can enforce lhem. 

t Mahratta M8S. and (radibon. 
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generai atnpng ;Europeap~, that India, at a period-
10Jlg antecedent to thell1v~ahomedan conquest, was 
dlvided into ~any small \ states. 

The most bene{iciaile4ult Qf such research would 
be, the probabl~ dJ.scQ~~ry of the various modes 
of revenue management, .. and

J 
the origin of many 

bistitutions now found in th~ country. Some par .. 
tial ex.planation of these PQints must here .be given, 
because a previous acquaintanc~ with them is ~s. 
sentially necessary to the>:reader, in order to under .. 
stand the state of the COllntry at different periods, 
and to comprehend the tnode ill which the modern 
Mahrattas, gradually, and ins\diously found pre. 
texts for encroachi.ng upon the, corrup~ ;l.nd indo
lent Mahomedans. 

In Maharashtra, and indeed throughout all the 
coun~y of the Hindoos, nel,t to their singular 
arrangement into. casts, the most striking, f~ature 
~n th~u:.PQlity is. the. diVIsion ()f the whole ,country 
into vilbtges" each of which fOflnS a dIstinct com,. 
lllullity. 
. '4 llindoo village. in the Deccan is terroed 
~aom ;,J when l!!!t .a market-town" it is called 
Mouza; and when it enjoys that distinction, it is 
sfyled Kusba. Every village -is a small state in 
miniature, an,sl all the land in the country, with 
the e~ception of inaccessible mountains, or places 
wholly' unfrequented, is attached to some one viI. 
,lag~. The boundaries of its lands are defined, and 
encroachments~carefuny resisted; the arable lan4 
is divided into fields; each field has a name, which; 
together with the name of the owner" or occup~nt 



PRELIMINARY ~BS}i:RVA1'JONS. 31 

.is registered. The inhabItants are principally 
cultivators, and are now either Meerasdars·, or 
Ooprees. t These names serve tQ distinguish the 
tenure by which they hold their lands~ The 
Oopree is a mere tenant _at wlll, but the Meeras
dar is a hereditary ocpupant, whom the govern
ment cannot displace as long as he pays the assess
ment on his field. With various privileges and 
distinctionS! in his village, of minor consequence, 
the J,\f~erasdar has the important power of selling 
or transferring his rIght of occupancy at pleasure. 
To render this right saleable, of course, infers a 
low tate of assessment, and much discnssion as to 
his being the proprietor of the soil has, in con
sequence, arisen, in different parts of Briush IndIa. 
It is a current opinion in the Mahratta country 
that all the lands were originally of this description. 

Besides. the cultivators and the regular establIsh-, 
ment, there are other casts and trades in ptopor .. 
tion to the SIze of each village. The complete 
establishment consists of a Patell, Koollcurnee, and 
Clwugula, 'WIth twenty-four persons, called ,the 
Baruh Balo'Wtay, and Baruh Alo'Wtay.:j: T.liese 

.. Meerasdar. Tlus is a Mahomedan appellatu;m, though ill' 
more general use than ThuJkuree~ whlCh IS the Mahratta word 
for the same sort of tenure. 

t Oopree hterally sigmfies a stran~r, and i~ Qere appbed to 
tqe mere renter, in oppositIon to the l\ereditary occupant. 

1: Th,e followlDg are the tw~lv~ Balowtay, ~nd twelve AlQwtay, 
accoJ;'ding to the gener~, but not uDlv~rsal op~lOn of the Mah-
1'attas ; - Fust, Balo'Wta!J. - The head of the twelve Balowtay is 
the carpenter,. Secop~ the blackSmIth. Third, the shoemaker 
.and currier. Fourth t ~he Mhar, or Dher. ';fhis is a person of 
the very lowest order of ShunkerJaJ;ee, except the Mang) but 
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twenty-four persons are of various tra<les and pro
fessions, necessary as artisans and public servants, 
or desirable on account of religious observances 

on the "mage establishment his duties are very important. Tile 
Mhar acts as scout, as guide. frequently as watchman; he cleans 
travellers' horses, and is obliged, if required, to carry the tra
vellers' baggage; he is a principal guarruan of the village 
boundaries, and in Maharashtra, the Mhars are a very active, 
'Useful, and intelligent race of people. Fifth, the !\fang, makes 
all leather ropes. thongs, whips, &e., used by the cultIvators; 
he frequently acts as watchman; lle is by profession a thIef 
and executioner; he readIly hires hImself as an assassin, and 
when he commits a robbery, he also frequently murders. The 
Mangs are not so intelligent as the Mhars: both the one and 
].he, bther eat the carcases pf cattle that have died of dIsease, 
and are exceedlDgly filthy in many respects. Sixth, the pot
ter. '~e~~nth, the barbel', Eighth, the washerman. Ninth, 
,the gooro'W, who is a shooder employed to wash, ornament, and 
.attend the idol in the Village temple; an,l on occasions of feast-

'ang, t~ prepare the patro'Wlee or leaves, which the Hindoos sub
$.tit~ for plates. They are also trumpeters by profession, 

:And in this capacity are much employed in Mahratta armies. 
"1'T~J.h, the Joshee or astrologer, IS a Bramin who calculates 
nltJvltiest foretells lucky and unlucky days, &c. Eleventh, 
the bhat or bard. Twelfth, the moolana, so called by the 
·~brattas, IS the mooUa, or Mahomedan priest; and it is very 
~a'Dge how he is found in grafted on the Balowtay establish
'ineD'.or a Hindoo village; If on the Alowtay, which some say 
hl~ght to be, it would have been.1css unaccountable, especially, 
iE'\ve admit, as is frequently dOlle, that the institution of the 
Alomay must have been at a period long after that of the 
Balowtay ; but this seems little more than mere conjecture.-

. the moolana has charge of the mosques and burial places 
or Mabomedan saints, and manages the affairs of EDam, or 
free-hold lands attached to them. He performs the ceremony 
at Mahomedan marriages, and ought to be competent to 
all the duties of a MoolJa; but lie is' very often found where 
there is no MahomedaQ family except his own, and is 
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and common amusements. Very few villages are 
complete, and in a great part of the Concan, the 
Khotes, or ancient farmers of the village revenue 

known to the Mahratta population as the person who kIlls their 
sheep and g()ats when offered as a sacrifice at temple'S, or I~ 
their fields, to propitiate the deities presiding over the different 
stults, or great diviSions of the village lands. The Moolana; 
likeWise, kills the sheep for the Katzlc, who, although fre
que~tly mistaken for tbe butcher, IS, m fact, the person who 
cleans and exposes the meat for sale. The Moolana IS entitIec! 
tO,two pice (small copper1cOIn,) and the heart of everyammal, 
be kills for the KatIk. Some of the Mahrattas are unmindfld 
of the ceremony, but in general they profess not to eat lIesh, 
unless the ne!Jt has been pronounced by the Moolana, or ~me 
Mussulman, capable of repeatmg what renders the lIesh of~l, 
ammalltullal, or lawful to be eaten. To account for thIS extra
ordmary adoption of Mahomedan observance puzzleS! 'the 
Hmdoos. The Moolana has the same kind of allowanc::es Il$ 

the other Balowtay. Second, the Alo'Wtay, are: FIrS~) th~ 
Sonar,. or goldsmith, he IS assayer of coins, as well as tbekalpat 
~f gQld and sIlver ornaments for the richer mhabltants. Sec!ond, 
the Jungum, or Gooroo of, the Lingalt sect. T,hird. th.e tal~lit, 
Fourth, the Kolee, or water-camero Fifth, the TUfal" or Y.eskilrl 
IS a Mhar; but the Alowtay rights, whIch constitute t"e TurjU'$ 
emoluments, are dtstmct from the Balowtay of the Mhars. It 
IS the duty of the Tural to remain in the Village, and never t(1 
quit its bODndary. He is at the coIlStant-,..Ga}l of the PatelI;
but his pa.rticular duty is to attend strangers, and take care of 
all travellers from the moment of their entermg the vIllage; of 
which, if walled, the Tural is porter. He furDlshes all ne .. 
cessary informatIOn. as well as suppbes to stranger$, and i~ 
often extremely useful to t4em. HIs duties are very nume- • 
rous. Sixth, the gardener. Seventh, the Dowree G()S8Wee, " 
religious personage who beats the Dour, a species of small tam
bourm. Eighth, the Gursee, or -piper. The Gursees, ~ 
already notIced, are said to be descended from the aborigines 
~f Dhund Karmya, the wrest, or cou~try between th~ sOl.\1'ce~ 

VOL. 1. n 
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have long .become hereditary, and superseded the 
name and office of the chief village magistrate; 
but in the upper country every village has it,s Patell 
and Koolkurnee, apd each of the larger villages 
has its bard and astrologer, as well as its cat. 
penter, blacksmith, barber, and watchman. The 
smaller have only one or two of the most useful 
artizans. I 

The PateH is the head managing authority, his 
immediate assistant is the Chougula, and both of 
them are generally of, the Shooder cast.· 

bf the Beema and Cavery. NInth, the Ramoosee, or BheeI. 
These, although tbeir office is the same wnen employed 011 

the village establishment, are dIfferent casts of people, but they 
resemble each other In many of their habIts; both are pro
tessed thieves. The Ramoosees belong more particularly to 
Maharashtra. The Bheels, In the Mahratta country, are only 
found in- Candeish, and along the Syhadree range, north of 
J"oonere" In Villages, they generally hold the office of watcb
tfl~n.; and when a country is settled, they become useful auxi. 
~iaries in tlle police; but under a weak government, or when 
~1I1rchy prevails, they quit their habItations, and become 
thieves and robbers. The Ramoosees use the sword and match
lock: the Bheels Plore commonly the bow and arrow; the 
latter are less domesticated than the former. Bheels abound 
to the north of the Nerbuddah, and over the greater part of Gu
.zerat. When employed on the village establishment, they are, 
in that provmce, called Burltnneas. Tenth, the Telee, or oil 
seller. Ele,'enth. Tambowlee, or pawn le~t vender. l'welfth, the 
Gonedullee, or beater or the tamMut, a double kettle-drum. 

'*' This IS an argument against those Mahratta Patells, who 
Claim a Rajpoot descent; but it is by no means conclusiveJ as 
there are proofs of their havmg, in many instances, purchase4 
the office from the tribe called Kassar. The Patellship, owing 
to the Hmdoo law of inheritance, and the Patell's right of 
sellinlZ a portion, or tUiseemu of his wutun, is frequently 
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The principal person next to the PateH, is the 
KoolkufIlee, the clerk, or registrar, who is now 
gellerally a Bramin.· 

The Pat~ll is assisted by the rest of the esta.. 
blishment in managing the affairs of the village; 
and the whole are paid by lands, grain, or money, 
apportioned in shares to each individu.al by the 
regwatj.oI\s of the community. 

The Patell sllperintellds the cultivation, manages. 
the police, and frequently provides for the amuse
ment as well as the protection of the village. When 
disputes arise, which canllot be settled by the 
friendly interference of neighbours, the complaint 
is carried tQ the P~tell, who advises, admonishes, 
and frequently induce:; the parties to cOIppromise 
the matter; hut if it seem necessary, the Patell 
assembles some of the inhabitants best acquainted 
with the circumstances, to whom the case is, in 
4ue form, submitted for arbitration: thIS is called 
a P-p,nckayet, which commonly consists of five 

divided and subwvided mto two, four, or more shares amongst 
ddferent fanuhes; and all the members of one of these f~
mUles, the head of which holds any iuch share, call them
selves Pate,ll., In the Sl.lme way the Ipembers of a Koolkurnee~ 
family style themselves Koolkurnee, and so on of all other he
reditary offices. The PateU, who holds the chief managing 
authority, is ityled Muqudum. 

,. This has not alwaYi been the case; many of the Kool
kurnees w.ere Purbhoos; SQnars (goldsmiths). and S.mpees 
(tailors). The Bramins excuse themselves for havlDg entered 
upon worldly occupations, by the plea of necessIty. ., Man .. 
lUnd," say they, cc had become so corrupt, that chanty to Bra .. 
mms was not duly attended to, and. h&ger compelled theJA 
to ~dop.!; ~o,me ~eans of obtaming 'f~od~" , 

- D 2-
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members. Such is the simple outline of the civil 
government of a village. - In criminal cases, though 
instances are found where a PateU has exercised 
great power under the Mahratta government, 'be 
is not, by the acknowledged custom of the country, 
'vested with the authority of fine or imprisonment, 
or the power of inflicting corporal punisliment; 
when crimes of such ·a nature occur, it is the duty 
of the PateU to repo~t the case to his superior, or 
to apprehend and forward the culprit to higher 
authority. 

J< The name Patell, though not a Mahomedan 
word, is supposed, by the Mahratta Bramins, to 
have been introduced by the Mahomedans. The 
ancient Hindoo appellation was Gaora, and that of 
the :P.lanaging Paten or Muqudum, Gramadikaree. 
Th~l<'Koolkurnee was termed Gramlekuk. A prin
cipal part of the duty of the PateU and Koolkur
ne~ is to superintend the arrangement and col
lection of the revenue. It is the business of the 
Koolkurnee to keep all public accounts, which are 
made up annually. In his general account ,the 
whole of the land is first stated; then the commons, 
roads, the site of the village, and aU waste land in
,capable. of cultivation, are deducted. The arable 
land is next shown, and alien.ations of every de
scription specified. The remaind.er is the land on 
which the government assessment'is levied. This 
ought to be laid on with reference to the produce. 
Dy the ordinances of'the Shasters, one sixth of the 
crop is the lawful share payable ,by the ryot, or cuI. 
tivator, to the Raja. But this usuage .of remote 
antiquity has been lon'g unknown in practice; and 
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different rates and modes of collection have been 
fixed, or enacte~ by succeeding rulers, as wisdom 
and good poJicy suggested, or as rapacity and ne
cessity may have urged. 

The great source of revenue in every village of 
the Mahratta country is the land rent; but there 
are two other heads of collection; the one may be 
termed the extra revenue, and the other the cus
toms. Under the first of thes.e all taxes are com
prehended, which, being added to the amount of 
the l\lnd assessment, the total is called the Jumma
hundee. The extra revenue, although made up 
of a variety of petty items, is neither heavy nor 
important. The cu.stoms are of' a more intricate 
nature. The villages, as already observed, are 
commonly either termed Mouzas or Kusbas; one 
very large village may constitute a Kusba, wIthout 
any dependant villages; but in genera), from five 
to twenty-five villages are subordinate to one Kus
ba;. and on this are regu1ated the comph"Cated 
inland imposts, which eXlst under natlve govern.. 
ments, and which are probably founded on ancient 
Hindoo institutions. 'if: 

Indellendent of various allowances in kind, the 
'* Every Kusba has some usage In levying customs peculiar tl) 

Itself i Import and export, which, in England, refer t~ th~ 
klDgdom, apply in India, where these duties eXist, to impor~ 
and export to and from the Kusba, or Villages wlthm its range. 
Thus, there are pecubar tates for the inhabitants of the Kusba, 
for the inhabitants of Mouzas dependent on tbe Kusba, and 
for persons comlDg from a dIStance, or from'" wlth~n the range 
of an adjoining Kusba. In cities, or large towns, where there 
~ llevera1 market!!, each separate diVision, where such a 
marbtis held, is called Pete, and is regulated in a manner 
B~ar118izmlar. Translt dunes are'of two sorts: one collected 

D ~r ~ 
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PateIls, Koolkumees, and Chowgulas, hold about 
one twenty-fifth of the village land, rent free. It 
is a conjecture of the more intelligent natives of 
the country, that, in ancient times, these officers 
superintended by the superior government agents, 
collected the assessment in kind. The whole of 
the intermediate -agents, that may have existed lte. 
""tween the Patell and the Raja, are not precisely 
ascertained; but at present, over several villages, 
fanning a small district, there are always two be
reditary officers; the one called Desllmookll, 
Dessaee, or Zumeendar; and the other Deshpandya, 
Deshlelcuk, and Qanoongo. Both these officers now 
occasionally assume the title of Zumeendar, but the 
appellations, Deshmookh and Deshpandya are in 
more general uSe in the Mahratta country; and 
their duties, under the Mahomedan governments, 
were nearly similar in their districts, to tho~e of 
-the Patell and Koolkurnee in their villages. The 

.wDeshmookhs -and Patells, with few exceptions, are 
Maharattas, as the Deshpandyas and KooIkumees 

within the range of the Kusba, and the other a general transit 
through the country. The general transit is a ready-money 
Eay~ent, and was commonly, at least by the Mahomedans, 
reserved by government..; but the right of collecting within the 
range of the Kusba is portioned in an intricate manner, and 
most .of the petmanent agents of government have some 
right to share in the customs, which, by them, ve col
lected in kind. Many persons have pensions upon the customs i 

• b. ,right o£levying a small share from certain articles, or exacting 
something lfrom every one exposing their mercl1andize on a par
ticular spot. These. descend as hereditary, and with the di. 
visibility common to all Hindoo property. 

Trade, in the Mahratta country, as far as authentic. record 
exists, has always been a secondary object with the govern
ment. 
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Me Bramins. Though the sen ices of the Desh .. 
mookhs and Deshpandyas are in general dispensed 
with, they continue to be paid by a portion of land 
in different parts of their district, which may be esti .. 
mated at about one twentieth of the arable soil, and 
a twentieth of the government revenue, 01: five p~r 
cent., separately collected by them, and calculated 
agreeably to the revenue actually realized. But 
this is stated merely to give a general idea of their 
allowances, which are exceedingly variable; and 
they have many rights of shares and exactions 
which it is unnecessary to enumerate. The Desh .. 
pandya has about half the allowances of the Desh .. 
mookh in land, in kind, and in money. 

There are many ~onjectures as to the origin of 
Deshmookhs· -and Deshpandyas. They were, 
probably, a universal institution of the Hindoo 
states, as ancient as village establishments, or di .. 
"isions intq casts; and the Deshadikaree and Desh .. 
Iekuk, may possibly have been the chief manage~s 
in the district for the time being, as the Gram .. · 
adikaree and Gramlekuk were in the v4Jage. t 

,. The Mahomedaqs, who, like other etymologists, are some
tImes very ingenious at the expence of correctness. detJve thiS 
appeUatioa from words of their own language: DU8~ illgiuty.n,g' 
ten, and lrloo/'.l" the fist.; hence,)lay they, Desmookh the tint4 
iantlfol, which brings the sigm6catlol) to accor41,with the sup
posed orIginal allowance, of those hereditary officers. Desk, 
(ot, in HlDdODst~ee, Des,) slgnJiies a country; MooU the 
mouth; and MoolcAYrJ a chief: thq :\\fahrattas say the deri. 
vauon is not from Mookhya, a chief, but from Desh, and Mookh, 
the mouth, or . spokesman of a district. Many Englishmen 
haTe adopted the Mahomedao derivatIOn. 

t Though the probabilIty IS, that the DebbaWkars were~ 
like most Hindoo institutions, hereditary,' tbere are some cir

n4 
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That there were Deshadikarees is proved by tbe 
Widn!lanish'Wur Shaster ., in which it is expressly 
stated that the appeal from the Punchayet, assero-

;t: 

CUDlstances fol" and against this supposition,' which, as the 
question relates. to .my subject; as the origin of every thing 
regarding the rights of the pe?ple of India, sh~uld be of im
portance; agd as what I mention may be followed up by in
quiries more satisfactory, I shall here submit these circum
stances to the reader's judgment: - Adikar is a Sanscrit word, 
.sigDlfying the first, or chief in employment, whether as 
,applied to the prime minister of the state, to one deputed by 
him, or~by the prince; it hkewise signifies a right, possessIOn, 
prIvilege, or inheritance; it is never, however, that I bave 

ifound, used synonymously wIth Wnttee, which JS the Hindooap
pellation of what is nowl more generally expressed in the Mah
.'r~tta country 'by the name of Wutun. Adikaree signifies a 
Iros,ses~or. an heir, one who possesses some rjght or privilege; 
,ins also frequently used as the name of any agent of govem
YQent, superintending revenue affairs. The name itself, there
fo~e, is in favour of the supposition, that the Deshadikars did 
. ~lilt as permanent heredItary officers; and that the Deshaw
k~r~El' hke the Gramad.karee, was the principal superin
~~~eJ}t amongst the body of' relations for the time being. 

The ~easons, however, for doubting this conclusion, and for 
supposing, the Deshadikars .distinct from, and superior to the 
Deshmookhs, are not l\nworthy of consideration. At the pre
sent~day the Mahrattas generally preserve all the Mahomedan 
rdr-mEl of address in, their letters and official papers, unless they 
can revert to the ancient Hmdoo words and forms with facilIty. 
On the occasion of granting Enam, or rent.free lands, of any 
village, ~holJi. or in part, there are four separate Sunnuds, or 
reeds of gift made out: 1st. One to the grantee, always confer- -

* This is one of \he 'books of the Dhurm Shaster, and is 
'considered of great ant-.quit.Y; the author ~aa the celebrated 
Reoshee Yadnewulkya. 
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'bled by order of the Gramadlkaree, was to the 
De&haWkaree; but there is, as yet, no proof of 
the DeshaWkarees having been a permanent and 

ring the grant on him and his heirs for ever; ~d. One to the Mu
qudum, or managmg PatelllO the village; 3. One to the Desh
mookhs and Deshpandyas; and 4th, one to the Deshadikarees. 
The three first are addressed to the pdrties simply; but to the 
fourth, the I1ddress IS, "Raje sree" Deshadlkaree wo Lekuk, 
wartuman lJa'Wee." To the Deshadlkarees and writers now 
and Aereqfter. The terms used for wurtuman bawee, In the 
Mahomedan grants are kal tvo istuq"al, and these are seldom 
found substituted by the Mahrattas for the Sanscrlt. ,Those 
who- are inclined to defend the antiquity of the Deshmookhs' 
tights say, this address is merely applicable to the pre$ent 
agents, who are collectors for the government, and QCcupy,the 
place 'which was held by the chief, or managing Deshmookh ; 
whilst others adduce it as an instance of there having been: no 
permanent hereditary officer between the PateU and !he.,so
'Vereign, and thiS opinion they support by some plausib1e ~n
'jectures. The Deshmookhs and Deshpandyas-, as now ~d, 
were, in tlte opinton of these last, an institutioo of t~~~)Ia. 
homedans, when they first revolted in the Deccan, and aill>.rted 
as an mducement for the Mahratta Nalks and Polygais to 
join their standard agam&t the emperor; that they promised 
all such officers, and all Deshadlkarees certalO powers an4:im
mUDlties m their- natwe desmet; and hence, the general lb

troductlon of the term 'Wutun, an ArabIc word slglllfym& , " one $ nat,ve country. To support thIS opInIOn there is -one 00.,. 
rlOUS cIrcumstance: - In the oldest firmans of the Mahomedan 
princes of the Deccan, In the preamble to which the petition 
of the grantee is frequently inserted, all the claIms to Desh
mookbs' wutun ,are made, eIther in consequence of former 
firmans, granted for serVIces performed to the Beder "mg, 
(the name by which the prInces of the Bahmmee dynasty are 
desJgnated lD Maharashtra,) or, If the petitions be addressed to 
those kmgs, the application is made in consequence of claIms, 
to which the petitIOner considers he hlUl an eqlial right, with 
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hereditary officer with lands and immunities' such 
as the Deshmookhs had, under the Mahomedan 
princes of the Deccan. X 

The institution of Deshmookh, however, on that 
footing, if not prior to the rise of the Bahminee 
.dynasty, is at least coeval with it in Maharashtra; 
-but as a Hindoo state succeeded that of the Ma. 
homedans, the Deshmookhs never had the assur
ance to attempt to impose upon their own nation, 
by pretending to rights such as were so precipitately 
granted to the same .class of' people by.the British 
government in Bengal, under the permanent re
venue settlement, which is aptly named the Zumeen-

other persons on whom 'Wutun has been conferred agreeably to 
the king's promise, should he succeed in establIshing Ius mde
pendence, or, in the words of the petition, on his mountmg the 
throne. 1 am inclIned to suppose, from several specimens I 
have examined, that these firmans were forgeries, founded on 
an jncorrect but popular Mahomedan opmion, and mtended to 
impO,l.e upon the kings of Beejapoor, or rather the agents of 
that state. Their preservation in the hands of those holdmg 
the office is a proof that they gained their end. The ;Desh
mookhs, however, are certainly of much greater antIquity than 
has 1>een supposed by some men of great research, in other 
matters connected with revenue. Mr. Grant, for one, in hlB 
Politrc'al Analysis, fixes the date of the ongmal institution in 
A. D. 1582, during the reign of Akber. 

One surmise in support of the antiquity of Deshmookhs and 
J)essaees is that of the Ceylon Dessauvas. I do not offer it 
as a conjecture of t~elr having originated in that ISland; but 
,any,Bramin in Maharashtra, can tell, that Hlmadh Punt, the 
famous physician who cured Blbeshun. the brother of Rawun, 
intl"oduced the art of writing the Morh character, and several 
other hints useful to his countrymen, from the Rakshush, or 
Demons of Lunka. 
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daree- system, to distinguish it from ,all other 
'Schemes or systems ever known tn India.. 

But, whatever 'may have been the origin of these 
officers, the confirming, or withholding of their 
rights, as f8.r back as' we have aDY authentic trace, 
has always been a strong polittcal instrument in the 
tlands of every prevailing power in Maharasbtra; 
'Whether that power sprang from internal insurrec
tion, or foreign conquest; and whether the Desha
:dikars were mere agents, or hereditary officers of 
Hindoo institution, there is no doubt, that previous 
to the l\fahomedan conquest, they .bad in many 
instances obtained more or less power, with that 
gradual advance to independence 'which is conveyed 
in the appellations of Naik," Polygar, and Raja, as
sumed. by them according to circumstances. 

This brief account of the establishmentS and in
stitutions, will, it is hoped, prove useful to the 
reader, and his attention is now solicited to one 
short definition of some importance. All prop~y, 
or shares of hereditary right in land, or in th~ dis
trict and village establishments, termed under the 
ancient Hindoo governments 'Writtee, t is now best 
known throughout the l\-fahratta country, by the 
name of 'WUtun t; and the holder of any such, 
enjoys what is considered very respectable, "the 
appellation of 'WUIundar. 

These preliminary explanations being afforded, 

* N81k means master. Naik was a common titIe of tile 
Mahratta chiefs in the service of the Mahomedans. 

t Writtee is a SansCl'lt word sigrufying livehbood. 
t WuCun is an Arabic word, which means one's native coun

try, as explained in a former note. 
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we shall proceed to the period when the Mahome
dans first invaded the Deccan. From that time 
the Mahrattas were quite lost' sight of, and so httle 
attention was paid to them, that in the seventeenth 
century when they started up from their native hills 
aD;d plains, they were, to other nations, a new 
aud almost unknown race of people. The object 
of this work is to endeavour to afford some inform
ation respecting the condition of the Mah~attas 
under the Mahomedan dynasties, and to trace more 
clearly than has yet been done, the rise, progress, 
decline, and fall of our predecessors in conquest, in 
Indj.a, whose power, it will be perceived, was gra
duaUy gaining strength before it found a head in 
the f~r .. famed adventurer, Sivajee Bhonslay. 
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CHAP. I. 

Conquest qf tke Deccan lJ!I the Mahomedans. - They cross the 
Ner6uddah, and penetrate to Deogurh. - EstalJlzsh thezr So
'Verezgn~'1' - Deogurh iJecomes the capital qf tke Mahomedan 
Empzre zn Ind,a, and ItS. name ckanged to DoulutalJad. -An 

- Insurrectzon -la!Js tke foundatzon W an Independent l.'1ng
dom in tke Deccan. -Tke Bakmznee d!Jnasty. - Its duratzon. 
- Conaztzon W tke Makrattas durzng its existence. - Few 
Insurrectzons Wthe Mahrattas agaznst their Mahomedan 1"I4lerS. 

- The drearffol famzne, Doorga Dewee. - Dzstrzcts depo
pulated. - Hzll forts an possesszon 9f Pol!Jgars and robbers ......... 
An e:cpedztzon sent to restore order. - Dadoo Nursoo Kallay. 
- Has revenue arrangements. - A second ana a tJura 8X" 

pedttzon. - Treacherous massacre rif the Mahomedan arm!J1J!J 
a Makratta Raja. - Concan reduced, A. D", 1 i69. - Declzne 
Wthe Bakmznee d!Jnast!J, and zmmedzate causes 'UlMcn led to at. 

THE conquests of the Mahomedans in India were 
preceded by plundering incursions. They mst 
passed the Attock • in the end of the tenth century, 
and three hundred years afterwards, eight thousand 
horse, headed by AIla.-ud.Deen Khi1jee, crossed 
the N erbuddah, traversed Candeish, and suddenly 
appeared before Deogurh. 

The reigning prince, a Mahratta, named Ratndeo 
Rao Jadow, after a slight ~ttempt to defend the 
town, retired into the fort, and negotiated a treaty 
with Alla-ud.Deen, by which the Raja agreed to 
pay the invaders a considerable ransom, on con
dition of their retiring from his country. The 

'/It The Mahomedans crQssed the Lower Smile befor.e they 
penetrated by the Attock. 
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terms were concluded, and the Mahomedans about 
to fulfil the condItion, when the son of the Raja, who 
had collected an army, advan.,ced upon Deogurh. 
Without regard to the existing treaty, and contrary 
to the express injunctions of his father,. he sent an 
insolent mess:\ge. to AlIa .. q~-Deent which brought 
on an immediate ;1ction, and although at first 
doubtful, the result was, a complete defeat to the 
Hindoos. 

After this event, the Raja had to pay dear for 
, the treachery of his son. The demands of the ex
asperated conquerors were exorbitant; and the 
treasures of th~ kingdotn, together with the cession 
of Elichpoor and its dependencies, was the price 
at ~hich ~hey agrf;}ed to ~bide by the for.ijler 
stipulation.' 

The rich.es and the fame thus acquired by Alla
ud-Deen, paved the way to his usurpation of the 
throne of Delhi. During his reign three great 
armies were sent into the Deccan under his ffJ,vour .. 
ite Mullik Kafoor, by which Telingana was over· 
run, the greater part of Maharashtra conquered, 
and the whole coqntry plundered from.the Nerbud
dah to Cape Comorin. 

r 
The disorders, however, which broke out iIi 

"different part$ 9f the iulperial territories during the 
latter years of the reign of ,Alla-ud-Deen, and the 
internal intrigues and commotions w pich prevailed 
in the court of Delhi foc some years after his death. 
ga~e the natives of the De~can an opportunity of 
re-establishing the Hindoo soveteignty, and of re
gaining possession of eyery part" except the fortr~ss 
of'Deogurh, which continued to pol~ ou~ 'Until 

18 
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the Emperor Mubarik advanced with a great army 
to its relief; on which, Hirpal Deo, and the other 
Rajas who assisted ~ the siege. hastily retired. 
But Hirpal Deo was pursued, taken, and inhu
manly flayed alive by order of the Emperor. 

In the reign of the Emperor Tughluk, a second 
insurrection in the Deccan was quelled by his son 

Y oonas, who carried his arms into the 
:3:3. hean of Telingana, and finally reduced its 

capital, A. D. 1823. 
The .conquest. of Telingana and the capture of 

Warangole drove many of the chief inhabitants 
from their home: two of them, about twelve years 
after the conquest of their country, founded the 
city of Beejanujur, on the banks of the Toongbud
ara; which soon became the head of the moat 
powerful state south of the Nerbuddah.· 

Yoonas, after the successful termination of the 
war, returned in triumph to Delhi, where, 

:3:5. in the year 1325, he succeeded his father, 
and ascended the throne under the name of 

Mohummud Tughluk Shah. 
"Chis prince was the most accomplished scholar 

of his age; but as a fuler, he was cruel, ra~h, and 
speculative. Two years after he had ascended the 
throne, the Moghuls advanced irr great force to 
the gates of Delhi, whence their retreat was pur
chased at an enormous expence. The spoils of the 
Carnatic and the sack of Dhoor Summooder t were 

*" ·WIlks' Historical Sketches. 
t Said by some to have been the capital of Bullal Deo, Raja 

of the C8l'natic; and by others, to bave been the pnncipal 
sea pol'~ of' Ius d6mmiousa and situated in TooJava (Canara), 
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not sufficient in Mohummud's estimation to repair 
thl8. loss. He adopted many absurd measures for 
.replenishing his treasury, at the expenee of public 
confidence and public credit. He planned an ex
pedition into China, and lost an army in the 
attempt. He issued a copper coin at a nominal 
value equivalent to silver, without any security for 
the payment of such tokens; and he adopted the 
ruinous and cruel scheme of removing the whole 
population of Delhi to Deogurh, to which latte~ 
he gave the' name of Doulutabad. This removal 
was enforced, and an imperial edict rendered Delhi 
desolate, distracted the minds of' the people, and 
shook the empire to its centre. 

Disturbances broke out In various parts of the 
kingdom, and the Emperor had scarcely quelled 
one insurrection when,accounts of revolt in an op
posite quarter were brought to him. An inva
sion of'the Afghans, and a subsequent insurrection 
of some northern tribes, kept the imperial army 
employed at a distance from-the new capital; and 
the deposed Raja of W ar~ngole, aided by some 
troops of the Carnatic, waged a successful war 
against the Mahomedan invaders. 
. The Emperor .was preparing a large army, with 

the design of completely subjugating the Deccan, 
when a rebellion broke out,~which laid the founda~ 
tion of the independ'ent Mahomedan _ dynasties 
sb.uth .of the IN erbuddah. This rebellion originated 
in tIie flight 'Of some refractory nobles from Guzerat, 

but that its site and harbou~ are unlm0wn, owmg to the ebbing 
of the sea, -
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who had participated in a revolt that hadjust been 
quelled by the Emperor; and in dread of punish
ment, they sought refuge with Kutullugh Khan, 
the governor of Doulutabad, by whom they had 
been received, in hopes that time or circumstances 
might induce the emperor tQ overlook their mis. 
conduct. For affording this protection, the gover
nor fell under the displeasure of Mohummud; he 
was removed from his government, and orders were 
s~nt to collect the fugitive nobles, to promise them 
pardon, and to conduct them to the imperial pre
sence. 

They proceeded, under the most solemn assur. 
ances of forgiveness, towards Guzerat, where the 
royal camp then was, but on approaching the con
fines of that province, some circumstances occurred 
which led them to suspect that treachery was in
tended; upon which they rose on their guard, kill-

ed the officer sent in charge of them, and 
~f4. erecting the standard of rebellion, marched 

back towards Doulutabad. 
They were joined by several Hindoo chiefs, 

disgusted with the tyranny of the _emperor; and 
by the time they had reached Doulatabad, their 
numbers were so formidable, that the garrison were 
encouraged to declare for the insurgents; which 
they did, by confining their governor and delivering 
up the fortress. 

It was now necessary to elect a head, and as 
there had been yet no individual sufficiently con· 
spicuous for personal abIlity, their choice, in the 
meantime, rested on a commander of a thou~and 
horse, named Ismael; and in this election th~y were 

YOLo I. E 
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probablyinfluenced by the hope that Mulhk Moogh, 
the brother of Ismael~ who-commanded the imperial 
army in Malwa, would be drawn over to their party. 
The new kmg assumed the name of Nasir-ud-deen. 

The Emperor Mohummud, on hearmg of this for. 
midable rebellion, marched from Guzerat with a 
large army; and on arnving near Doulutabad,. he 
found the rebel forces drawn up to engage him
a severe action took place; and although indeci .. 
sive, the imperial army remained masters of the 
field of battle. 
'- The insurgents, no\ havmg obtamed a first ad. 

-:,v'imtage, held a consultation, when it was resolved 
that NasU'-ud.deen should defend the fortress of 
Doulutabad; whIlst the other chiefs, retirmg to 
dUrerent ,dIstricts, prosecuted a desultory warfare. 

Amongst the rebel chiefs, particularly distinguish
ed for bravery and conduct, was Zuffir Khan, who, 
fro~Aa very humble origin, had risen to high com

'mand, and was destined to be the found~ of a race 
of kings . 

. -:rhe Emperor, on discovering the plans of the 
ipsurgents, Immediately invested Doulutabad, and 
,aetached a force under Ummad-ool.Moolk Teb-
\1. ."', 

rreezee, to pursue Zuffir Khan. The garrison was 
;;reduCed to extremity, when information was re-
ceived, that another lDsurrecnon had broken out 
at Delhi, which oblIged the emperor to proceed 
't,hither, leaving the SIege to be carried on by his 
'officers~ The Deccanees, encouraged by his de. 
pa;ture1 collected from all quarters to annoy the 
army before Doulutabad; which so alarmed the 
officer~, that they hastily raised the siege, and re-
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treated to the Nerbuddah" close1y pursued, and 
constantly harassed by the Deccan cavalry. 
_ ;-Zuffir Khan, who was apprized of thIS turn in 
the affairs of his party, being at the head of twenty 
thousand horse, now advanced towards Ummad
ool-moolk Tebreezee, who, instead of continuing 
the pursuit, took post With his large army at Beder. 
This gave Zuffir Khan a great political advantage, 
which he judiciously improvea, by merely shoWing 
that he was at the head of a party already capable 
of facing the Imperial army, until he had induced 
the Raja of Telmgana to detach fifteen thousand 
horse to his assistance, and had obtained a reut,,: 
forcement offive thousand men from Doulutabad. 
He then attacked the imperialIsts; and after an 
obstIOate and bloody battle, In which Ummad-ooI.. 
moolk was slain, victory declared m favour of 
Zuffir Khan. De~achments were immediately sent 
to occupy the <;ountry, whilst the main body 
marched..in triump9. towards Doulutabad. Nasir
ud.deen came out fo meet Zijffir Khan; aQd ..ob. 
serving the greater weight and ascendancy ~lI'~~dy 
acquired by his succesful general, h~ prud€~tly 
assembled the nobles, and requesting their per .. 
missIon to resIgn his crOWD, recommended their 
electing Zu~r Khan to the government of the king
dom; a proposition which was at once applauded 
and acceded to . ..y-

Zuffir Khan was said to have been originally the 
slave of a Bramin, an inhabitant of Delhi, named 
Kangoh ., who, having dIscovered his merits, gave 

., The story altogether, as detailed by Fenshtll, bears the 
marks of tradition: an observlltlon. of ~o censequeI\ce in thiS 

E fl 
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him liberty; and assisted, as well as foretold, his sub .. 
sequent fortune. On being raised to empire, 
Zuffir Khan did not forget his protector: the Bra
min was appointed to the charge of the treasury, 
and had the honor of giving the appellation of 
Bahminee to a dynasty of Patan kings. Zuffir 

Khan was recognized as sovereign in the 
ti:i. year 1347, and assumed the title of Sultan 

Alla-ud-deen Hoossein Kangoh Bahminee. 
We have seen that this,revolution was aided by the 

native princes of the Deccan, and from several cir
cumstances in the conduct of the war, particularly 
the desultory plan adopted by the insurgents, which 
always requires the aid of the native inhabitants of 
any, CQuntry, there is strong presumption of their 
havirig contributed more 'to its success, than the 
Mussulman historian was aware of, or, perhaps, was 
willing to allow. There are many recorded proofs 
of the new Sultan's prudence; but his wisdom is 
most e~nspicuous in the conciliatory measures he 
ado.vted for obtaining the entire possession of the 
d'is\tf~ts which had been before subject to th! 
Mabomedans, binding all classes of bis new sub .. 
jeets to his interests, and gaining the friendship 
'and support of the Raja of Warungole, in whom 
,the, Mahomedans had previously found, a watchful 
'and implacable enemy. 

place ~ but it may be remarked, that all Bramins, now in the 
Deccan, holding Jhe office of Qanoongo, which is similar to 
that or Des~pandya, are invariably caIIed Kangoh, in the cor
rupt'dialect of Maharashtra, and that even in Persian thia cor~ 
-l'uption is found, spelt both with the .kaf and qat: 
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The death of tJte Emperor of Delhi, l\-Iohummud 
Tughluk Shah, relieved the new Sultan from all ap
prehensions in that quarter. . He very early em
ployed the minds of the warlike and turbulent 
people over whom he ruled, by directing their at
tention to conquests in the Carnatic; and the sub. 
sequent rivalry with the Rajas of Beejanugur, 
probably preserved the kingdom of his successors 
from internal decay, for a much longer period than 
if they had been able to extend their conquests ra
pidly, or if their seditious armies bd.d been left 
to the enjoyment of a mischievous repose. • 

The Bahminee dynastyt may be said to have 
existed upwards of a century and a half; during 

.. The foregoing short abstract of Mahomedan history is al
most entirely from Ferishta. Ferishta continues our best autho
rity up to the beginning of the seventeenth century; but where. 
ever I may adopt other authorities, I shall never Intentionally 
omit mentioning them; as well in acknowledgment, as in pro!)f: 

t The names of the succ,essors of Sultan Ana-ud·deen, with 
the dates of their reign. according to Ferishta, are as fonow; 
the first Sultan having died in 1357, was succeede~ by..hls. 

4.. l't,. I'IOn:
~d Sultan, Mobummud Shah Bahminee, died in, 1374, 30d 

was lI~cceeded by his SOD. ' 

Sd Sultan, Mujahld Shah Bahminee was assassinated in ra'7T"P' 
by hiS uncle and successor. 

4th Sultan, Daood Shah B.rominee only reigned about one' 
month, when he was assassinated, at the instig .. 
ation of Roopurwur Agah, and was sQcceeded by 

5th Sultan, Mahmood Shah Bahminee, a younger 50]1- of the 
first 'sultan, dled in 1896, and was suc~eeded by 
his son, ~ 

6th Su~tan, Ghazee-ud-deen Shah Bahminee. who reignetl one' 
month and twenty days, when he was anassia. 

E3 
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that period, we ma.y learn something of the con
dition of the Mahrattas from Mahomedan history ; 
and a few circumstanceS' may be gleaned from the 
legends (or Bukers,) which are fonnd in possession 
of most of' the descendants of the old Mahratta 
families. 

ated by Lallcbeen, a TurklShslave,and succeeded 
by his brother. 

7th Sultan, Shumse-ud-deen Shah Bahminee was dethroned, 
after a reign of less than six months, and su~ 
«:eeded by the son of Daood Shah Bahminee. 

81;4. Sultan, Flroze, (ROZl Ufzoon) Shab Bahminee, died in 
1422, and was succeeded by hIS brother, 

~th Sultan, Ahmed Shah Wullee Bahmmee dIed In 1434, and 
was succeeded by his son. 

10th. Sultan, AIla-ud-deen (the II.) Shah Bahminee dIed in 
1457, and was succeeded by his son, 

11th Sultan, Humaioon Shah Bahmmee, commonly called Za-
11m, or tbe tyrant, who died the victim of passion 
and cruelty in 1460, and was succeeded by hut 

son" 
'I~S\lltan,. Nlzam Shah Bahminee died ill 1462" and was suc

ceeded by his brother, 
lS'tfi Sultan, Mohummud Shah Bahminee, who died in 1482, 

and was succeeded by hIS son, 
14th Sultan, Mahmood Shah Bahminee, who died in 1518, and 

hIS son, 
l5th Sultan, Ahmed Shah Bahminee was his nominal successor, 

who died two years afterwards, or JD 1520, and 
to fill his place, 

• 16th Sultan. Alla.-ud-deen (IU.) was set up as sus:cessor, but 
was afterwards strIctly confined in 1526, when 
KiIlleem Ool1a Bahmmee WIJ,S the last on whom 
the title was conferred, and with him ended the" 
:Babmmee dynasty. 
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It has already been stated, that the country, at 
the period of the Mahomedan conquest, appears 
to have deen divided into many small principalIties, 
more or less independent. It is probable, that 
most of those Polygars, whose country lay in 
the accessible parts, were induced either to join 
or to submit to the head of the new state in 1347, 
which is the date assigned· to the accession of 
Sultan AJla..ud-deen. 

• There are. at present, four eras used in the Mabratta 
country, besides the Christian: viz. 1. the Shall'Vahan; 2. the • 
Soorsu1l, or Arabic year; 3. the Fusslee year; and 4. the 
RaJ-AIm/uk, or from the date of Sivajee's ascending the 
throne. 

The Hindoo day. and night contain sixty Gludkas, ~om
mencmg from the tIme of the morning when objects at hand 
are d!scerDlble ; therefore, the name of the day, by this method, 
will not always be the same as with us ; for our Sunday morning 
at 1, 2, or S A.M., would be the latter part of theIr Saturday. 

The lJl.rg, or cultIvator's year. always commences in the 
beginning of our month of June, correspondmg with the end of 
the Hmdoo month, Wt:yshalc, or beginning of Jesht. Although 
the Hmdoo year is lunar, It is adjusted to the solar timC).. bl, 
the intervention of the Adheelt lJluheenu, or intercalary montn,. 
being one month counted twice over, m every fourth year; and 
again further corrected by throwmg out one month from one 
year in every three cycles, or 60 years each, or 180 years. The 
month thrown out IS termed Kshy-mas, or the deficient month. 

By calculation, it appears that the Soorsun, (genera11y 
written Shuhoorsun by the 1\fussulmans,) was introduced on 
the l\1Jrg, in Heejree 745, which corresponds with A.D. 1344 ... 
45; and hence It would appear, that it must have originated 
with l\Iohummud Tughluk Shah. It was much more ltle bl8 

character, than that of the emperor Akber, to introduce So 

useless an innovation; but it was in the reign of Akbar that tne
Fusslee era commenced to tile north of the Nerhuddah, and 
it was introduced into the Deccan by his grandson~ Shah 

~ 4 
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The new Sultan was obliged, from his situation, 
to conciliate the people of the country, and he 
either bestowed hereditary lands and immunities 
on the leading men, or confirmed them in those 
they already enjoyed, as Deshmookhs and Desh. 
pandyas. He lIkewise appears to have conferred 
some subordinate military rank on a few of the 
chiefs," and to have appropriated lands in Jageer 
for the maintenance of small bodies of horse; but 
such lands seem to have always b.een within the 
jurisdiction of some greater MahomedanJagheerdar, 
himself subordinate to the governor of a great 
province. By such means did the Sultan bind the 
natives of the country to hi~ interest. He had ob. 
'taiIied possession of almost the whole of Maharash
tra, .except the Concan-Ghaut-Mahta from the 
1;»oorundhur range of hills to the Hurnkassee river, 
which, together with the coast from Dabul to Cape 
!tamas, was not entirely conquered by the Ma
~on,.edans for upwards of a century after the estab-
lisl1ment of the Deccan monarchy. There were 

• # 

Jenan, in the year of the Heejree, 1047, or A.D. 1637-88. 
The Soorsun and Fusslee eras are merely solar years, setting 
Ollt ,with the date of the year of the Heejree when they com
menced, but without making allowance, in future reckoning 
for the difference between the solar and lunar years; by which 
means they dIffer rather more than three years every century. 
Both the Soorsun and Fuss)ee are called MIrg, or the husband
lDan~f;, year, from theIr commencing at the season when the 
fields begin to be sown • 

.. Hurnak. Poh! 8I)d Kam Raje Ghatkay had small Munsubs 
, oft"roDJ,' two to three hu~red horse; there were others but 
t heir names are not known - Mahrat.ta MSS. 



BAHMINEE DYNASTY. 57 

very few insurrections occasioned by the natives 
of the couptry against their Mahomedan rulers : 

the first took place during the reign of 
:3:6. Sultan Mohummud Shah, about the year 

1366, or after his return from his first ex
peditiop to the Carnatic. The insurrection alluded 
to, waS' headed by one of his own officers, named 
Bahram Khan Muzenderanee. The circumstances 
which gave rise to it were the report of the Sultan's 
death, and the absence of the troops from Doulu
tabad uPQn the Carnatic expedition. Bahram Khan 
was incited to this rebellion by a Mahratta chief, 
named Jadow·, who was probably a relation, or a 
descendant of the ancient rajas, as he is termed 
chief of the N aiks, and the J adows l1re still Desh
mo<;>khs in tbat part of the country. The insur
gents were joined by the Raja of Buglana; -whilst 
other chiefs in Berar, with true Mahratta policy, 
secretly sent reinforcements of troops. Bahram 
Khan seized on all the collections he could' ob1'" 
tain, an,d the greater part of the district, .wliicbJ 
fr~m the time of Kafoor, appears to have got tIle 
name of Maharasht t, fell into his hands. 

In Scott's Translation It is Geodeo. In some cppies ot 
Ferlshta It is Govind deo; but Ferishta says the chief of the 
Nalks was a des<;endant of the Raja of Deogurh. Raru deo 
Rao Jadow was the Raja of Deogurh, accordlOg to all Hmdoo 
MSS., and it is not Improbable that this chief's name may 
have been Govind deo Jadow. 

t This name has given rise to conjectures; it w~s probably 
some SID an tract, about where Dhoolia now is. in Candeisn, in 
the possession of some Mahratta Polygar. It is.'lnot such a 
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Mohummucl Shah sent remonstrances, and from 
a personal regard for Bahram Khan, offered hIm 
the most favourable terms; but as he was under 
Mahratta influence, he did not comply with the 
Sultan's offers.. The insurgents marched to Pye
tun, wh~re they collected a great crowd of needy 
adventurers" such as appear to have at all times 
swarmed in the Deccan.. 

The advanced force, which composed the bulk 
of the Sultan's army, was commanded by Musnud 
Ali Khan Mohummud, a veteran officer, who not 
choosing to engage ha.stily" halted at Sewgaom, a. 
few miles from Pyetun. When encamped there, 
Bahram Khan made an attempt to surprise him; 
but on finding Musnud Ali on his guard, he inju
diciously retijrned to his own lines, thus showing 
the ?nemy his weakness, and leaving his own 
~~o.P.s to suppose that their chief was doubtful of 
th~!'esult of an equal engagement. The con
sequen~e was, of course, fatal. Musnud Ali im
n\~hatell prepared to attack him, and sent 
intelligence to the Sultan, who was huntmg among 
the hills in' rear of'the anny,. that he was about to 
engage. the l·eoels. The Sultan immediately gal
loped forward and joined his troops just as the 
hattIe. Wn.s about to commence. The news of his-
,arriv~1.iiuelled the insurrection. The Raja of 
:Suglana instant~ fled, and the others followed; 

misQomer as Europeans have been gUIlty of in calling Toolava, 
Canara, though both 'Pame'! are to be accounted for In a simIlar 
manner. - g>ee Wilks, vol. i. 
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Bahram Khan and Jadow first sought r~fuge in 
Doulutabad, and afterwards in Guzerat, beyond 
the purswt of their enemIes. This was the Dnly 
insurrection of any consequence ill Maharashtra up 
to the period when the Bahmmee dynasty began 
to decline, when some Df the garrisons, composed 
Df Mahrattas, took an Dpportunity of throwmg off 
their allegiance." 

- In 1396, the dreadfUl famine, distmguish... 
:3;;. ed from aU Dthers by the name of the 

Daorga Dewee, cDmmenced in Maharash. 
tra. It lasted, accordmg to Hmdoo legends, for 
h .... ehe years. At 'the fnd of that time, the pe
rIodIcal rains returned ~ut whole districts were. 
entirely depopulated, 'ldnd a very scanty revenue 
was obtained from the territory between the God .. 
avery and Klstna for upwards of thirty years after
wards:b The hill forts, and strong places, previol,lsly 
conquered by the Mahomedans, had falle~ into' 
the hands- of Polygars and robbers ;'fand the t:&-' 

turning cultivators were drIven from th~r 
t42~. villages. t An army w~s sent m the year 

14fl9, in the reign of Sultan Ahmed Shah 
W ulIee Bahminee, to' extIrpate the banruttl, to' 
give security to the people, and to' restore p~der i!l 
the country. This expedition was comma~ed by 
Mulhk-ool .. Tijar, who was accompanied by the here .... 
ilitary Deshmookhs of the dIstricts, wherever they 
remained, anc,l an experienced Bramin, 'named' 
Dadoo NursoD Kallay. TheIr .first ,operations were 

'II: Ferlshta. 
t Mahratta MSS .. and a Fuman in possessloooi one 9f 

the Waee Deshmookhs. • 
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against some Ramoosees in Kuttao Des, and a 
body of banditti that infested the Mahadeo hills. • 
The army next marched towards Waee, reduced 
several forts, and even d.escended into the Concan t; 
but Mullik.ool-Tijar appears, on this occasion, to 
have crossed the Ghauts, without penetrating into 
the fastnesses of the mountains on either side. On 
his return to Beder, Dadoo Nursay, and a Turkish 
eunuch of the court, were left to arrange the coun. 
try, and recal the inhabitants.:I: As the former 
boundaries of villages were forgotten, Dadoo N ur. 
say, in fixing new limits, extended them very much, 
and threw two or three villages into one. Lands 
were given to all who would cultivate them: for 
the first year, no rent was required; and for the 
'second, a tobra § full of grain for each Beega II was 
aU that was demanded. But the result of this ex· 
pegition was a mere temporary relief from the 
heavy contributions which the banditti of the 
'Ghant .. Mahta: were in the habit of exacting; and 
it sqon appeared, that there could be no effectual 

• Mahratta MSS. 
t Ferishta. 
:I: From "allay's surname, whIch sounds hke Kala (black), 

these, two~ are said to have been called the black and white 
eunuchs. Kala Khojeh and Gora Khojeh. European Turks 
ear]y found their way to the Mahomedan court ill the Deccan. 

§ A tobra is a leather bag used to feed horses, by putting in 
the grain, and tying It on the mouth by a thong which passes 
over. ,the horse's head hke a head stall, and is fastened by 
puttiilg it through a running noose on one side of the tobra. 
It'is a part of the Jiccoutrements of every Mahratta horseman. 

II A Heega, Ilccording to the present measurement, approa
ches to within I-15th ofan acrej under some of the Mahomedan 
.tate~, it was much smaller. 



BAHMlNEE DYNA~TY. 61 

~ecurity afforded to the villages, until the whole of 
the hill forts should be reduced. • -+~ 

A second expedition was sent in 1436, 
t4:«. under DiIawur Khan; but little having 

been effected by him, a third was prepared 
under the command of Mulhk-ool-Tijar, in the 
reign of Sultan Alla-ud-deen (the !ld) Bahniinee, 
and during the administration of Meamun Oolla 
Deccanee, who formed a plan of reducing not only 
the hilI forts in the Syhadree range, but likewise 
the unsubdued part of the Concan to the southward 
of Dabul. 

Mullik-ool. Tijar, having undertaken the conduct 
of the war, marched at the head of a choice body of 
troops, the flower of the Deccan army. This 9:fficet' 
began on a systematic plan of conquering and re
gulating the country to be subdued. He establish .. 
ed his head quarters at Chakun t, and raised a ,f<>It 
near the city of J oonere. Thence he sent oqt de. 
tachments, at different times, into the Concan, 'and 
reduced several rajas to subjection. At length he 

* Mahratta M88. 
t Chakun is a small fort eighteen miles north from Poona. 

It IS nearly square, with towers atthe angles and centres'orthe 
faces; it has a good dltch about thirty feet wide, and fifteen 
deep, but wet on the north side..only; the walls are high, the 
parapet and rampart narrow, and the towers confined., There 
is but one entrance into the body ot' the place through bve or 
six gateways; and there is a mud outwork which also has a ditch. 
I mention it particularly on account of its reputed antiquity; 
for, although it probably is the fort budt by Mulhk-ooI-Tijar, 
accordmg to concurring Hindoo legends, it was constructed by 
an AbyssiDlan Polygar A. D. 1295. As to how he got there, 
they do not pretend to account. ' 
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moved in person to that part of the country, and 
laid sIege to a fort, the raja. of whIch was oblIged 
to delIver himself up with all his family. 

This raja's surname was Sukay; and he was, 
without doubt, a descendant of that Poly gar who 
obtained possession of the range of country about 
the source of the Kistna, after the raja. of Pan alIa. 
was conquered in the beginmng of the 13th century, 
by the Raja Smgin. 

Mullik·ool. Tijar insisted on the raja's renounc
ing his own faith, and embracing the tenets of the 
Koran. The epraged, but subtle raja, 'WIth the 
true policy of a Mahratta, when he intends deadly 
vengeance, humbly represented that there existed 
between him and the Raja of Singur·, a fort in the 
terHt6ry of Kondan t, a family competition and 
rivalry, and that they were near relations; that 
should he embrace the Mahomedan faith, and the 
Raja',of Kondan remain in power without the loss 
ot his cast, he should become obnoxious to his 
subjects.l-and that hIS rival would excite rebellion 
and triumph 9ver hIm. H~, therefore, proposed, 
tbat Kondan should first be taken, and bestowed 
90 himself, or one of his relations, when he promis. 
ed not only to embrace the faIth of Islam, but to 
remit an annual tribute to the Sultan, and assist in 
, 

• Mahratta MSS. 
t. frob ably the fort of Smgurh, eight miles south of Poona. 

It wa( called Kondaneh by the Mahomedans, but afterwards, 
by Siv~Jee, changed to Singurh. In Scott's Translation it is 
wrItten Kelneh. Kelneh is the modern Vlshalgurh, and certam-' 
Iy lies In a SItuatIOn much more resembling the description of 
the country, as given by Ferishta, than Smgurh. 
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controlling all those rajas that might hereafter 
fall in their allegiance. 

This proposal was blIndly acceded to. The 
troops marched, were drawn into an ambuscade, 
treacherously beset in the night, and nearly seven 

thousand Mahomedans, together with their 
A.. D. general, when buried In sleep, were inhu-
1453. manly massacred by the Mahrattas. The 

remainder of the Sultan's army- retreated; the Sir~ 
kay family regained possession of their country, 
and for a period of nearly sixteen years, no further 
attempt was made to follow up the plan of Me am un 
Oolla Deccanee.* 

It is not known at what penod Goa came into 
the possession of the rajas of Beejanugur; 

:4:9. but it was taken from them A. D. 1469,-
when Khajeh Jehan Gawan, in the reign of 

Mohummud Shah, undeltook an expedition which 
terminated in the capture of Goa, and the cOl~plete 
subjugation of the whole of that strong country .. 
which is included in the south-west corner of l\fa.. 
harashtra. 

The tract, so reduced, remained but a very 'short 
time under the sovereigns of the Bahmmee dynasty. 
The structure that had been founded and . reared 
by Alla-ud-deen, continued to be built up by his 
successors; but the pile soon became too lofty to 
sustaIn Its own weight without a broader basis; and 
the great ;tddltion of territory to the estwarcl, which 
was a.cquired by the victories of Mohummud Shah 
over the Raja of Orissa, brought on a crisis which 
could only terminate in reform or .revolution. 
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The date of the extinction of the dynasty 
t5:6. is 15~6; but long before that period, there 

were, in fact, five separate states under Ma
homedan kings in the Deccan. 1. Edil Shahee, or 
Beejapoor; ~. Ko,otub Shahee, Golcondah, or Hy
derabad; 3. Ummad Shahee, or Berar; 4. Nizam 
Sha,hee, or Ahmednugur; and, 5. Bureed Shahee, 
or Ahmedabad Beder. Of these five independent 
states, which sprang from the di~memberment of 
the first Mahomedan kingdom, only three existed 
at the period when the Mahratta people began to 
emerge from subjugation, and to be conspi~uous as 
actors in the affairs of India. 

'The history of these Mahomedan kingdoms, as 
far as regards the detail of events, is already acces
$ible to the public· up to the commencement of 
the seventeenth century; but the immediate cause 
of the downfal of the' Bahtninee dynasty, and a 
bdel notice of the origin and progress of the states 
,alluded to, are connected with our subject, and 
must be introduced as conducive to perspicuity. 
, ~ At ~he period of the first Sultan's death in 1357, 
the dominion of the Mahomedans in the Deccan 
extended over a1]1105t the whole of Maharashtra : a 
smallpOltion of Telingana, together with Raichore 
and Moodgul in the Carnatic, were also in their 
possession. When Mohummud Shah Bahminee 
succeeded 'to the throne, one of his first arrange .. 
ments was to divide his country into four parts, 
which he termed Turufs; and to each he appoipt
ed a govel11or. who was styled Turufdar. 

Scott's Translation of Ferishta. 
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In the course of one hundred and thirty years, 
the territory had been greatly increased by con
quests from the neignbouring rajas of Beejanugur, 
Telingana, the Concan Polygars, the Raja of 
Orissa, and others,-the governments of all, except 
Beejanugur, having been almost entirely subverted; 
but the original four divisions, subject to the de
fects attendant on old establishments never re
vised, had been so greatly enlarged, that the gover
nors became too powerful to be either controlled 
or superintended. Under such circumstances, the 

application of a remedy is very difficult. 
1~;'s: ft.bout the year 1478, an attempt was made 

by Khajeh" Jehan Gawan, the able minister 
ofMohummud Shah, to divide the authority, and to 
preserve a due insight into the affairs of each pro
vince. His plan will be best understood by shew
ing the original divisions of the kingdom, and the' 
new subdivisions which he projectedw 'The naqles 
of the governors appointed to each are added; and 
this abstract is recommended to the particular at
tention of the reader. 

Old Dumions. New Dzvmons. 
1st. Kul6urga-of which, il$ of all the rest, two governments 

were formed :-

VOL. I. 

1st. BeeJapoor-with many dIstricts as far as 
the Beema, and IncludIng 
Rruchore and Yoodgul. 
To this Khajeh Jehan 
Gawan was himself ap
pOInted. 

2d.Ahsunabad-whlch included Kulburga 
and Sugger, Nuldroog, 
.anq Sholapoor. and was 

F 
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Old DZ'lJiszons. New Dz'Viszons. 
placed in charge of the 
Abyssinian eunuch, Dus
toor Deenar. 

2d. Douluta6ad-3d. Doulutabad.-of which Eusoof Adll Khan 
Sawee was appomted go
vernor. 

4th. Joonere-wlth the Concan, and the 
districts as far south all 
Goa and Belgaom, were 
conferred on Fukhir 001 
Moolk. 

3d. Telmgana.-5th. Rajamundree.-Mausulipatam, Pilcondah, 
Oureah, and other places 
were held in the name of 
Nizam-Ool-Moolk Byhe
I.'ee. 

6th. Warungole-was given in charge to 
Azim Khan. 

*th. Berar. 7th. Gawel-was placed under Futtlh 
, Oolla Ummad 001 Moolk. 

8th. Mahoor.-Under the Abyssiman Kho
dawUJld Khan. 

In order to preserve an insight into the affairs of 
'these gQvernments, the ,revenues of several place~ 
in each of the eight divisions, were reserved for the 
Sultan's private expenses, and particular collectors 
appointed to manage them. · 

Had these measures been steadily superintended 
for any length of time, a due ascendancy in the 
head of the state might long have been preserved; 
'bjJ.t Khajeh Jehan's influence could not withstand 
the malice of his enemies, by whom a conspiracy was 
formed against his life: he was falsely accused by 
them; and rashly an~ wrongfully put to death, by 
order of Mohummud Shah. 
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The evils against which his measures were cal
culated to provIde, were hastened by this event. 
The chiefs, who had been the enemies of Khajeh 
Jehan, only remained with the Sultan, in hopes of 
enlarging their own power by the rum of those 
who were the friends of the late minister. Nizam 
001 Moolk Byheree was the person supposed to 
have laid the plan for the destrgctIon of Khajeh 
Jehan. The origin and the career of Nizam 001 
Moolk are remarkable: he was the son of a Bramin 
Koolkurnee of the town of Pathree·, and accompa
nied his father to the Carnatic during the prevalence 
of d famine at their native place. When residing 
in that country, the Bramin boy was taken prisoner 
-by the Mahomedan troops, in one of the expeditions 
of Ahmed Shah W uUee Bahminee, and brought as 
a slave- to that Sultan, bt whom he was made a 
Mussulman, and named Mullik Hoossein. In the 
reign of Mohummud Shah, he was raised to the 
rank of Huzaree; or commander of a thousand 
horse, and by degrees attained high situations, till 
at length, by the recommendation of Khajeh J ehan, 
he was, with the title of Nizam 001 Moolk, ap
pointed to the government of Telingana, a portion 
of whIch was assigned to him in Jagheer. Nizam 
001 Moolk got his son Mullik Ahmed appointed his 
deputy in the provinces; whilst he himself remain
ed with the Sultan, plotting the foul deed by which 
he cut off the benefactor that had raised him, and 
deprived the country which he served, of a man 

.. Situated in the c:hstrlct of the same name, north of the God
avery. Ferishta, Mahratta MSS, and Huqeeq'ut-i-Hmdoos~ 
tan, a modern compendium by Luxlmon Narram, ofHyderabad. 

F2 
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deservedly respected. But although his ambition 
was thus temporarily gratified, a worse fate was re
served for himself; he was, in the end, treacher
ously murdered by a wretch whom he had rescued 
from misery, and elevated to power. 

After the death of Khajeh Jehan, the principal 
governors paid no respect to the authority of" 
Mohummud Shah, and although some of them 
preser:ved a show of obedience, they gradually as
sumed independence. 

Hence arose those kingdoms in the Deccan, ~e 
suhj ugation of which for a very long period employ
ed the descendants of Timour, and during the 
struggle, the Mahomedans, whilst exhausting them
selvest were gradually exciting that turbulent 
predatory spirit, which, though for ages smothered, 
was inherent in the Hindoo natives of Maharashtra ; 
,-in this manner, the contention of their conquer
ors stirred those latent ePlbers, till, like the parched 
grass, kindled amid the forests of the Syhadree 
mountains, they burst forth in spreading fiame, 
anJ men afar off wondered at the confiagration-f 
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CHAP. II. 

F,ve independent States arise .from the dismemhered monarcfty, 
which l!fterwards form the three langdoms of Ahmednugur, 
Beejapoor, and Golcondak. - The term Deccan as now used.
Review wevents during tlte szzteentk c{!ntury. - Forts gam
soned hy Makrattas. - Portuguese ap;pear on the Malahar 
coast - on the shores W Maharashtra - they take Goa. - The 
Kang qf Ahmednugur appoints a Bramin has Peashwa, or 
prime minmer. - The Kzng W Bee.Japoor lzkewise shows a 
priference for the natives W Mahrashtra. - Caval, y. - Salli
dars and Bargeers. - Portuguese ravage the coast, and levy 
contrihutions. - Battle W Telakotta. - Bee.Janugur state suh
'Oerted. - The Kzngs of Bee;apoor and Akmednugur attack 
the Portuguese wzthout success. - Maharashtra, A. D. 1573, 
possessed, with some exceptaons, hy Bee.Japoor and AAmednu
gur. - Extent qf the kzngdoms qf Bee.Japoor, Ahmednugur, 
and Golcondak. - Internal administration. - The Mahratlas 
under these states frequently opposed to each other. - The 
pnncipal Mahratta famalzes under Bee.Japoor and Ahmednugur 
- some account W eachfamzly-partzcularly that qf Bhon .. 
slay_ - The Moghul ,nvaszons, for the purpose W sulJ;uga
tlng the Deccan states, kad great 'rifluence on the rise qf tke 
Mahrattas. - State rif the Deccan when tke Emperor Akher 
prOJected ,ts conquest - at h" death, A. D. 1605, zn posses': 
&zon qf a part Wthe terntory of Nzzam Shah. - Mullzk Um
her - h" Regency - LookhJee JadQw Rao - Death cif 
Mullzk Umher, and of Ihrahzm Adzl Shako - ShahJee Bhon
slay. - Maharattas fast risang Into consequence. - Accesszon 
qf Mohummud Adzl Shah. - Futah Khan succeeds his flther. 
- J.Vulla/t Umher IS corgi,ned hy Mortiza Nizam Shah.
Murder of LookhJee Jadow Rao.- Death W the Emperor 
Jehangeer, and accession qf has son, Shah Jekan. - Khan 
Jehan Lod;, 1m rebellzon and deatk.-ShahJee Bho'llslay enters 
the Moghul serv,ce.- Allzance bet'rA1zzr ~ortzza Nzzam Sltah 
and the Ktng rif Bee;apom. - Army W Bee;apoo'r difeated hy 
the Moglauls. - Futzh Khan murders Mortzza N,zam Shako _ 

F 3 
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llegotzates 'Wzth the Emperor -obtains some dutrzcts prevIously 
promz&ed to SkallJee. - SkahJee 2n dugust joms the army if 
BeFJapoor. - Futzh Khan treacherously breaks 'WIth the Mo
gkuls. - Szege and surrender if Doulutabad. - 1.1fogkuls 
repulsed byore Punnda, alld compelled to retreat to Bur
han poor - SkahJee's regency. - Shah Jehan's polu;!J. - War 
'Unth BeFJapoor - peace, concluded - te1"fTts. - Sha1zJee mai'n
tams a desuliory 'Warfare -lS at last compelled to !fIeld, and 
enter tke servIce if Bee;apoor. - End if the Bykeree dynast.y • 

.By the distnbution of the governments 
t47DS. under the administration of Khajeh Jehan 

Ga.wan, Eusoof Adll Khan -Sawee was, as 
we have mentioned in the foregoing chapter, ap
Pbi~t\ed to Doulutabad; but upon the death bf that 
minister. who had been his patron and intimate 
friend, .Adil Khan was removed to the govern
ment of Beejapoor, where several circumstances 

combined to strengthen his power; tm2 In 

:4:9 the year 1489, he assuII,led the ensigns of 
. royalty. Such was the origin of the killgs 

of Beejapoor, well known by their Deccan appella.. 
tion of the Edil Shahee dynasty ... 

The first prince of Ahmednugur, the founder 
of the Nizam Shahee or Byheree t dynasty, was 
~ul1ik Ahmed, the son of that Nizam -001 Moolk 
~ 'Byfieree, stigmatized as the princi:pal instigator in 
the murder of Khajeh Jehan Gawan. 

, • ,The Moghuls never acknowledged their title to Shah (that 
'is, 'king) i and, therefore, In all Moghul wrltmgs, the sovereigns 
-6f Beejappor are only mentioned by the name of Adll Khan. 

t One of thE' Situations by whICh Nlzam Ool Moolk ascend
ed to power, was that;.ofhaving charge of the royal falconry; 
the Byheree being a species of hawk much used in the Deccan, 
tIe obt~itled the name ofByheree from that CIrcumstance. 
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Nizam 001 Moolk having succeeded to the office 
of the deceased minister, and having, by the will 
of Mohummud -Shah, 'become prime minister to his 
son, Sultan Mhamood, obtained Bheer and other 
districts, in addition to his former extensive Jag
heer; and Mullik Ahmed, who had been his fath~r's 
deputy in the lately acquired territory of Rajamun
dree and Oureah, being recalled thence, was sent 
to the northward, and appears to. have held a gene
ral charge of the territory, comprehended in the 
dIstrIcts of Doulutabad and J oonere by the arrange
ments of 1478. 

When his father, Nizam 001 Moolk, was murder
ed, Mullik Ahmed rebelled; and, having assumed 
independence, defied all the efforts of Mhamood 
Shah Bahminee to reduce him. 

Kootub 001 Moolk, Turufdar of Telingana, 
to which government he was appointed in 

1~·f2. the year 1495, styled himself sultan, and 
mounted the throne of Golcondah in 1512, 

under the title of Kootub Shah. 
The founder of the Berar state was Futih Oolla 

U mmad 001 Moolk, governor of that province. 
The Ummad Shahee dynasty lasted till 1574" wh~n 
Berar was conquered and annexed to the territory,,
of Ahmednugur, by Mortiza Nizam Shah the £1"st. 

The Bureed Shahee dynasty lasted a stIll shorter 
perIod than the U mmad Shahee. The sovereignty 
was founded by Umeer Bureed, whose influence 
was obtained by his control over the king's pe'rson ; 
tbe terfltory he possessed never extended beyond 
Beder, Kulburga, and a few of 'the adjoming dis-

F 4 
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tricts, the greater part ,was afterwards annexed 
Beejapoot. 

The three states, therefore, more immedtat4 
connected with OUf subject,. are. those of Beejapo 
Alunednugur, and Golcondah ... 

-.A list Qf,the prlDces of each dyna&ty, with the dates oft! 
reign IolP ~o ~d of the sixteenth century, is as follows : 

~ I 

""~.1 Abmedllugur Nlzam Shabee, 
Bee.Japoor puu Sbahee 1 or Byheree Dynasty Golcondab, or Kootub S 

, i 

"1st. Sultan Eusoof AmI 1st Mu.llik Ahmed, un- 1st. Sultan Kootub 
Shah, assumed tnde. der the title of Ahmed Moolk assumed 
pendence lD_ 1489 NlZaID 001 Moolk pendence 10_.J 
Died In __ 1510 Byheree assumed lOde- and was assassmal 

pel1dence about 1487, ___ _ 

SId. Sultan ISIQael AmI and died 10_1508 

Shah succeeded msfa- 2d. Sultan Jumsl 
ther, and wed in' 1554 2d. Sultan Booraban NI- succeededlusfath. 

zam Shah succeeded bls after a shori rei 
3d. Sultan Mulloo AmI father, and died 10 1553 seven months W81 

Shah, succeeded his fa- ceeded by hli broi 
'-ther, and was deposed In 3d. Sultan Hoossem NI-

1555. I zam Shah succeeded 3d. Sulian Ibrahim 
hiS father, and wed In tub Sbah, whet dl 

4th. Sultan IbrahIm Awl 1565 the year_ 
Shah, succeeded hlsi 
brother; and died m 4th. Sultan MortJza Ni. 4th Sultan MohUi 
1587. zam Shah, succeeded his Koolee Kootub 

fatber, and was put to succeeded hiS 

5th. Sultan Ah Adu Shah 
succeeded hiS father, 
and was murdered in 

.,1580. 

death in_._1S87 and was succeed 
by his SOil and succes· Ius brother. , 
~ -\ 

5th. Sultan Abl 
5th. Sultan Meerltn Hoos- Kootub Sbah. 

6th. ;Sl&itan Ibrahim Ad.l seln Nizam Shah, who 
Shah succeedeq his fa. was, after a reIgn of two 
J,berr months, put to death 

1587. 

6th. Sultan' Ismael NI
zam Shah, tbe cousm 01 
Meeran Hoossem, was 
raIsed to the throne, but 
deposed by hIS father. 

; 
7th. Sultan Boorahan NI

zam Shah, (the &econd) 
who died 10-1594 
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But before proceeding further, it is fit to apprize 
the reader, that the term Deccan, as at present used 
by all classes, is different from the ancient,Hindoo 
signification, which, we have seen, included the 
whole tract of the live grand divisions of the Indian 
peninsula. Europeans have adopted the Maho
medan definition; and the modern Deccan com
prises most of Telingana, part of Gondwaneh, and 
that large portion of Maharao;;htra which is above 
the western range of Ghauts, and which extends 
from the Nerbuddah to the Kistna. 

We shall now take a brief review of events dur
ing the sixteenth century, and of the state of the 
country and its inhabItants dunng that period. 

On the appointment of' Mulhk Ahmed to his 
government of' Doulutabad and Joonere, ill 

t4:s. the year 14Ra, he found the Mahrat~s, 
who garrisoned the hill forts, in a state of' 

revolt; and was obliged to besiege and take the 
whole of the forts about Poona, includmg ~o~ 
daneh" and Loghur, and also many in the COIi~an, 
as far as Dhunda Rajepoor, which was about the 
sout4~m extremity of the Ahmednugur teni.t~y. 

The pretence set up by the Mahrattas for ,refus
ing to surrender the forts, was the minoritx __ o~¥a
hmood Shah; but, they were, perhaps, induced to 
hold out, ,at the-instigation of'some of the ,factions, 
which then agitated the court of Beder. 

Early in the sixteent4 century a new PQwt;.r ap
peared, which took some share in the events which 

t Or Smgurh, as already noticed. 
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followed. The Portuguese, under the celebrated 
Vasco de Gama, bad made their appear .. 

1~:8. ance in May· 1498, at the town of' Cali-
cut ~n Kerala, or Malabar. In 1507, in an 

engagement fought at Choule", by Lorenzo, the 
son of Francisco de Almeyda, against the fleet of 
the Soldan 'Of Egypt, the Portuguese cannon were 
first heard on the shores of Maharashtra. Choule 
then belonged to Ahmednugur, and the country 
ofMulhk Niza1l1 001 Moolk Byberee seems to have 
been the only one to which the ravages of Portu
guese piracy did not extend. They maintained a 
fr~endly intercourse, for a good many years, with 
the king of Ahmednugur. 

On the 30th December 1508, the Portu
· :So~. guese fleet entered the river of Dabul, and 

the viceroy,Francisco de Almeyda, who com
manded m person, having landed his men, took, 
p~t1ndered, and burnt the town. But the nrst ter .. 
rifory of which the Portuguese obtained possession 
iO'l\faharashtra, was the important island on which 
stflnd~ ~he city of Goa, and which belonged to the
'territory of Beejapoor. 

'1:h~ attack on Goa was suggested to Alphonzo 
de Albuqerque, by the Hindoo pirate, Timmojee, 
a' n~tive 'of Toolava. t Goa was surprised, and 
surrendered on the 27th February 1510 t, but was 
retaken, a few months afterwards, by Eusoof Adil 
S~,ah}n pe:son. § It was~ however~ again attacked 

I .. De Faria. 
t Commonly termed by Europeans, Canara. 
:/: De Faria,.. § FeflShta. 
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in the fair season, and finally conquered by 
l~·tO. Albuqerque on the 25th November 1510, • 

since which time it has remained in posses
sion of the Portuguese. ~ 

_ Abdut the year 15fJ9, .it is particularly 
:S;.;. deserving of notice, that Boorahan Nizam 

Shah bestowed the office of Peiskwa, or 
prime minister, on a Bramin, whose name, accord. 
ing to Ferishta, was Kawerseen; and from that 
period Hindoos acquired great influence in the 
Nizam Shahee government. Ibrahim Adil Shah, 
upon his accession to the throne of Beejapoor, in 
1555, likewise shewed a great preference for the 
natives of Maharashtra, both as men of business 
and as soldiers. He discontinued keeping the ac
cot1nts in Persian, for which he substituted Mah
ratta; though deeds of importance were written in 
both languages. t This regulation, of course, tend
ed to increase the power and consequence of Ma .. 
hratta Bramins. Ibrahim Adil Shah likewise dis"! 
banded most of the foreign troops, and displaced 
many of the foreign nobility. He entertained thirty 
thousand Deccan cavalry, and introduced the 
practice of enlisting Bargeers If men who a; e sup .. 
plied with a horse by the state or by indiViduals, 
instead o( Sillidars, who provide 'a horse at their 
own expense. § 

In 1532, the Portuguese made a descent 
:5:2. upon the coast, burnt the whole of the towns 

from Chicklee-Tarapoor to Bassein, destroy-

• De Faria. tOld-deeds. t Fenshta. 
§ A Subdar is much more respectable than a Bargeer; he is 

conSIdered in the Mabratta country a sort of gentleman cava~ 
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ed some fortlfications newly erected there, and 
levied contributions from Tannah and Bombay. 
Two years afterwards, they took Damaun, and ob
ligedSultall Buhadur, ofGuzerat, then hard pressed 
by the Emperor Humaioon, to cede Bassein in 
perpetuity; to grant permission to build a fort at 
Diu, and to invest them ~ith the right of' levying 
duties'on the trade with the Red Sea, for wh~ch 
they promised to assist him against the Moghuls. • 

Their operations in Guzerat, and in other 
tits'. quarters, occupied the attention o£.the Por-

tuguese for some years; but, in 1548, they, 
committed great havoc on the coast of' the Beeja
poor dommions, having destroyed, with fire and 
sword, the whole of' the towns from the neighbour
!:tood of Goa to Bancoote. t They were invited to 
become parties in a plan for deposing Ibrahim 
Adil Shah, and placing upon the throne his hro
ther Abdoollah, who was then residing at Goa, un
der their pI;otection; but the attempt was abaIt
doned t. 

The decisive battle at Telikotta S, or, as it is 
termed in Mahratta manuscripts, Rakshitta Gun
dee, which subverted the Beejanugur state, was 
fought by the confederate Mahomedan powers of 

the Deccan, against the Hindoo army of 
l~~. the Carnatic, \ in the year 1564. Jealousy 

among the allied sultans prevented the king
n.P,ID of Canara from being totally annihilated. 

, 

,. De Faria. t De Faria :t Ferishta. 
§ I follow the usual deSignation of that battle; but it was pro

bab1y fought at some vJl1age opposite to Tehkotta, across the 
Kistna, and consequently sixteen miles south of the modern 
l'ehkotta. 



DECCAN MONARCHIES. 77 

The brother of Ram Raja was allowed to retain 
a considerable sovereignty; but the government 
never recovered itself, and the Deshmookhs, or 
Zumeendars, took advantage of its weakness to 
establish their own independence ... 

A.D. In 1571 there wfls a combined attack made 
1571. upon the Portuguese by the Beejapoor and 

Ahmednugur kings. Ali Adil Shah besieged "Goa, 
and sustained a very mortifymg repulse t; but the 
defence of Ghoule, which was besieged by Mortiza 
Nizam Shah, and was defended by Luis Ferara de 
Andrada, reflected -particular credit on the Portu~ 
guese, and, as is generally the case where a native 
army is defeated, the Mahomedans attributed their 
want of success to treachery. t 

Ferishta says, the officers of Nizam Shah were 
corrupted, principally by presents of wine. Both 
monarchs desisted from their attacks- in August of 
the same year, when Ali Adil Shah's arms were 
turned against some of the Rajas in the Carnatic, 
and in reducing them, he was more successful. 

In 1573 Maharashtra was subject to the 
t5;3. kings of Beejapoor and Ahmednugur ; with 

tlie exceptions of a part of Candeish, which, 
was held as an ~dependentp~incipality by the Sultan 
of Burhanpoor; the northern Concan, belonging to 
Guzerat; and the possessions of the Portuguese .. 
The power, of Beejanugur had been for ever hum~ 
bled; and Berar and Beder were annexed to the 
dominions of their more powerful neighbours. 

The three great Mahomedan statE'S which di~ 

.. Ferlshta-Wilks. 
::\: De FarIa. 

t De Farm, Cresar FrederJck~ 
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vided the Deccan at this period, may be here briefly 
and generall)r defined. 

Beejapoor extended from the N eem to the 
TQ.ongbuddg. The dIstrict of 4..doll!e, and pro
bably 'II: Nundhe~ south of that river, were in its 
possession. The co~st' from Bancoote to GaFe 
Ramas, with the exception already adverted to: 
formed its western side; and on the east, the boun
daries of its districts, Raichor.e, Eedgeer, M.J.!!.kalr 
and Beder, dIvided It from the klDgdom of Gol
condah; Ak.pllite, N uldroog, and Kallian became 
frontier provinces, and0ike Sholapoor, situated be
tween Ahmednugur and Beejapoor, were some
times overrun by the troops of the one, and some
times of the other. 

Ahmednugur extended over the-. greater part of 
Berar, ,a.nd the whole of what was afterwards com
prehended in the Soobeh of Aurungabad. G-!lna, 
and some other districts in Candeish,and the distric.t 
of Kalianne~, in the Concan, or from Bancoote to 
Bassein, were likewise 'subject to this -state. 

The kingdom of' Golcondah extendE~d from 
the territory of Beejapoor and Amednugur ~ast 
as· far as the opposite coast; but a part of 
the territory about Rajamundree, which had been 
originally conquered-from- the Raja of Orissa, 
continued to be governed by one of that Raja's 
descendants, by whom tribute .having been with ... 

'It I say probably, for' the same reason that Colonel Wilks 
does, Jlamely, that although mcluded as one of the Moghul di
visions of the Soobeh of Beejapoor, there is no positive eVidence 
of its having been either taken or ceded to Beejapoor. Adonee 
was taken HI. 1567. 
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held, Ibrahim Kootub Shah was employed in esta
blishing due authority in that quarter, and in 
settling his lately acquired districts in the Carnatic, 
whilst the sulun's of Ahmednugur and Beejapoor 
were acting against the Portuguese, or extending 
their respective possessions in Berar and the Car~ 
natic. 

Under these governments, the country was divided 
into Sirkars, though not, pethap~ so regularly as by 
the subsequent arrangements of the Moghuls. The 
next division to a Sirkar, was knl)wn by the various 
and synonimous names of Pergunna, Kuryat, 8um.J 
mut, Mahal, and Talooka, and also by the Hindoo 
appellatio~s, Praunt and Desk. Khora, Moora, and 
Mawul hav~ been already described, as lands com
prehended in the Concan-Ghaut-Mah~ and such 
parts, from having been generally intrusted to 
Hindoo management, continued to be lllOwn by 
their ancient appellations. 

The revenues under all the Mahomedan states, 
seem generaUl to have been farmed out in sm~l 
portions; in some parts of the country, by single 
villages. Where they were not farmed, the manage
ment appears to have been generally intrustea to 
Hindooagency.· To collect the revenues so farmed, 
tuere were Aumils or agents on the part of govern
ment, who regulated the police, and settled civil 
suits; these last, in disputes relating to heredi~ 
office or landed property, were decided hi Pun. 

.. This is stated on the autliority of many papers in posses
sion 'Of Deshpandyas, local inqmry amongst intWlIgent natIveS, 
and numerous citcumstances throughout the country, as well as 
written documents in support of wbat the Deshpandyas addn<:e. 
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chayet.'" In matters which regarded mere money 
transactions, it is probable that the au mils fre
quently gave decisions themselves. Under the 
Beejapoor state there was aJl aumildar who super
intended the affairs of a considerable division, and 
to whom all other aumildars were subordinate. 
This officer was termed Mokassadar t ;' and it is 
conjectured that he had some percentage upon the 
revenues, but the al\lOunt is unknown. There are 
instances of mokassadars having held their situ
ations for upwards of twenty years, and been suc
ceeded by their sons t, but this was entirely 
optional with the Sultan. Some were removed in 
one year, and the moka~sadar was not always a 
Mahomedan. There was frequently, but not always, 
an authority superior to the mokassadar, called a 
Soobeh! he did not reside constantly in the districts, 

.. Under the Beejapoor state, in cases of hereditary property 
where the government was a party, there were about fifteen 
persons assembled on the Punchayet. By som~ old wrltlDgS I 

, have seen, two thirds of these appear to have been Mahome
dans, and one third Hmdoos. WIth regard to the Ahmednu
gur ,state, I have not had the same opportunities of gaining 
information; but, that claims to heredttary property were set
~ed by punchayet, the old papers in every distnct will prove. 
, t The origin of thIS name, as here used, is probably to be 

found in the Arabic word MO'lazta, Signifying the place of col
lecting the customs or revenue. The subsequent application 
of the word Mokassa by the Mahrattas, though, perhaps, taken 
from this source) IS, like several of their revenue terms,' more 
ar~it~ary than derivative. t There is l)ne instance where the situation remained in the 
same famIly for three generations. Moknb Khan, Mokassadar 
of Kuttao, Kurar, Sec. was succeeded I>y his son and grandson. 
-(Old wrItten documents preserved by th.e Deshpandya's fa
mily, who managed hiS affairs.) 
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and took no share in the revenue management, 
although deeds, and formal writings of importance 
were made out in his name. 

De condition of the Mahrattas, in the early 
~ ofth~~!~ued much tb,e..sam.-e11S 
it had been .!l.J14~r~a.hmiDee kings. The hill
fOrts seem generally to have been garrisoned by 
Mahrattas "': they were sometimes in the immedi
ate pay of government, and sometimes in charge 
of the jagheerdars and district Deshmookhs : a few 
places of great strength were always reserved by 
the king, by whom the Killidars, or governors 
were appointed; but to this we shall3.0o-ain more 
particulary revert. A certain rank depending on 
the number of a body of horse under an individual's 
command, and which rank is termed by Mahome
dans munsub, was frequently conferred on Mah
ratta chiefs t, and military jagheers, or lands given 
for the purpose of maintaining\ a body of troOPSt 
were granted for therr support. The quota. of 
troops, so furnished, was very small in proporti(Jd~" 

* This may be gleaned from various parts of Fenshta; and 
by old papers in the possession of some of the Deshmookhs, it 
appears they were frequentl)\ mtrusted with the care of the. 
king's forts. , 

t The munsubs of the Deccan states, exactly corresponded" 
with the number of horse, from wluch they took their rank. In 
the Moghul service, munsubdars of 10,000 might only hold 
command of half that number of horse. The munsubs of Ma
homedans rarely, ifever, exceeded 10,000, even under the Mo
ghul government, but Mahrattas in the servICe of the emperor 
had much higher mumubs; in one instance, a Mahratta chIef, 
as wIll be hereafter observed, had a mu.nsub of24,000 conferred 
on him. 

VOL. I. G 
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to the size Dr the jagheer. Phultun Desh, for \\7hich, 
in the time of the Mahratta Peishwas, three hun
dred and 'fifty horse were required, only furnished 
fifty to the Beejapoor government, at a very late 
period of that dynasty; but the Mahratta chiefs 
could procl1re horse ~t a short notice, and t~ey were 
'entertained or discharged at pleasure: a great con
venience to a wasteful court, and an improvident 
'government. TItles were conferred upon many 
vf the Mahrattas, but under the Deccan dynasties, 
lluch tItles were generally ancient Hindoo appel
latIOns. Raja, Naik, and Rao were the :most com
mOD, and though bestowed by their Mahomedan 
conquerors, the distmction was always exceedingly 
gratifymg to the Mahrattas, especIally as they 
invariably obtamed With the title, the means of 
supporting their new rank. 

The Mahrattas are occasionly mentioned in Fer
lshta.'s history of the Edil Shahee kings, under the 
name of Bergee, by which they are scarcely known 
to Europeans. Bergee, or Burgay, was more fre
guentlyapplied by the Mahomedans to the Naiks 
of "the Camatic; many natives of which, who can
p:Ot .speak their own language, call themselves 
l\1ahrattas; but all the troops of the Mahratta 
:Munsubdars were called Bergee ~ and in many 
parts- of India they are still known by that name: 
it was used like the term Barull Bhaee .. of later 

*' Where any thmg lS disorganized, m the hands of many, 'or 
in a sta~e of confUSIOn, the Mahrattas use thIS phrase. Euro
I?eans,.ln qesignating anyone body of horse by tlus appellatIon, 
misunderstand both ItS point and Its meanlDg. The Branuns lll-
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date, Jag a contemptu<?us appellation; au4 perhaps 
originated with the foreign cavalry, when di$banded, 
to make room for Deccanees JD the army of Beeja
poor. They were always found parncula.dy ser
viceablein stoppmg roads, and interc~pting slJPplies~ 
m hanging on the rear of' a flying enemy, and in 
plundering and deva~tatmg a country. 

In the year 1.578, Ferishta mentions that 
:;;8. excesses were committed by some of the--

Bergee chIefs in theIr Jagheers ill the Car
natic; and a considerable force was detached 
for the purpose of suppressing them; but, after 
a year of constant skirmishing, the officer sent 
against them stated the lmposslbility of making any 
impression on the Berge£' horse; and the Sultan, Ali 
AmI Shah, .with that treachery far which the 
Deccan has always been notonous, formed a scheme 
for drawing them mto his power, and putting their 
chlefs to death. HIS instrument for thIS detestable 
purpose was a Bramin, named Vasoojee _Pullt, wh,o 
succeeded In betraymg most of,them. 

Th.>-J3ergees, however, afterwards attended the 
standard of the Sultan's successor; and in the reign 
of Ibrahim Adil Shah, we find them actively ,_en .. 
gaged m their usua.l mode of warfare, against {he 
army of Nizam Shah. 
The Mahrattas werenaturaUy much more nUIJlerous 

in the lrmies of Beejapoor and Ahmednugur, as 
these kingdoms extended over almost the whole of 
Maharashtra, but some of them -served in the ~rmy 

. )' . 
varIably apply it to Mahratta affairs, of which they have not the 
sole management -

G 2 
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of ·Golcondah. Neither national sentiment, nor 
unityoflanguage and religion, prevented their fight
ing against each other. Not -only did Mahratta 
subjects ~f these governments stand in array op. 
posed to each other, but the most active enmity 
was frequently evinced between members of'the 
same family. They fought with rancour wherever 
individual dispute, or heredItary feuds existed, and 
that spirit of rivalry in families, which was foment
ed by the kings of the Bahminee dynasty·, was 
on~ means of keeping the Mahrattas poised against 
each other,in the dynasties which succeeded them. 

Some of the principal Mahratta chiefs, under the 
Beejapoor state, were, 1st. Chunder Rao Moray; 
2d. Rao Naik Nimbalkur, called also Phultim 
Rao; Srd. Joojhar RaoGhatgay; 4th. Rao Manay; 
5th. Ghorepuray; 6th. Dufiay; 7th. Sawunt 
Buhadur, Deshmookh of Waree, &c. 

Those under Ahmedn ugnr were., 1st. Rao J adow; 
~d. Raja 1;lhonslay, and many others of less note. 

In regard to the chiefs under Beejapoor, a person 
named Moray, originally a naik in the Carnatic, 
was appointed i~ the reign of Eusoof Adil Shah to 
the command of a body of 12,000 Hindoo infantry, 
sent for the,purpose' of reducing that strong tract 
which is situated between the Neera and the Warna 
rivers. In this enterprize, Moray was successfUl ; 
he dIspossessed the descendants of'the raja: Sirkay, 
nnd completely suppressed the depredations of 
their' abettors; the principal of whom were families 
named Goozur, Mamoolkuf, Mohitey, and Maha-

I 

.. Papers respecting heredltary dIsputes in Mahratta families, 
Ghatgay's Buker, &c. 
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reek. Mor~y~fot thi~~~w.a.&pignw~tbe_ 
title of $;ll!ludet..,Bao i and his son Yeswunt Rao, 
having distinguished himself in a battle fought 
near Purinda with the troops of Boorahan Nizam 
Shah, in which he captured a green flag, waS" con
firmed in succession to his father as Raja of J owlee, 
and had permIssion to use the standard he had 
won. Their posterity ruled in the same tract of 
country for. seven generations; and by their mild 
and useful administration, that inhospitable region 
became extremely populous. All the successors 
of the first Moray assumed the title of Chunaer 
Rao. The invariable submission manifested by 
this raj~ probably induced the government to exact 
little more than a nominal tnbute from districts 
producing so little, and which had always been in 
disorder under Mahomedan management. 

Another principal chief, under the Beejapoor 
government, was the Naik of Phultun, whose title 
was Rao N aik. Nimbalkur, or Phultun Rao. The 
original name of this family is said to have been, 
Powar; the name Nimbalkur is derived from the 
village ofNimbalik, now called Nimluk, where his 
ancestor resided. The origin of his Deshmookhee 
claims, on Phultun Desh, is unknown: the family 
is considered one of the most ancient in Maharasij
tra. Nimbalkur was made sur-deshmookh of 
Phultun, before the middle of the seventeenth cen
tury, by the King of Beejapoor, as appears by ori
ginal sunnuds of that date. The Deshmookh of 
Phultun is said to have become a Polygar, and to 
have withheld the revenues of the district repeated
ly; but the exact periods are not ascertained, 

G 3 
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Wungojee Naik, however, betfer known by the 
name of Jrtgpal, who lived lh the early p~rt of' the 
.seventeenth centutYt was notorious fot his restless 
and predatory 'habits. The sister of Jugpal was the 
gtandmother of the famous Sivajee. Nimbalkur 
nevet exchanged his ancient title of Naik • for that 
of Raja. 

Joojhar Rao Deshmookh of Mullaotee, was chief 
of a. powerful fa:mily of Gnat gays; their natIve co~m
tty is Kuttao Desh, and is separated fi'om that of 
the Nimbalkurs by the Mahdeo range of hills. The 
Ghatgays were Deshmookhs and Surdeshmookhs 
of the Pergunna of' Maun, and their chief had a 
tntlDsub under the Bahminee dynasty: they did not 
obtain the title of Surdeshmookh till the year 16~6, 
when it was gIven to Nagojee Ghatgay, as an un. 
conditional favour by Ibrahim Adil Shah, together 
with the title of JooJhat Ra(}. Th~ amount of 
revenue payable 'to a Surdeshmookh t is not men· 
tioned in any of the deed.s of the Edil Shahee 
'kings. The great ancestor of the famiIYt Kam 
Raje Ghatgay, had a f!;mall munsub under the B~ 
hminee dynasty. From that period tIll the present 
day, the Ghatgays have been notorions for theIr 
family feuds. They held Enam and Jagheer lands 
.under the Beejapoor state, and served that govern-

'* Narkwaree, whICh IS now used to d~nominate a particular 
offi.cer~ " sort of hereditary land measurer on the Village estab
lIshment, was formf;!rly a ode of respect, lIke the present Jee, 
or as we'would say Mr~ Mahratta officers lD charge of forts 
under the BeeJapoor government are frequently tf;!rroed Nalk
waree In PerSlan MSS. and deeds. 

t Auru~gzebe allowed the old Surdeshmookhs 2 per cent., 
as appears by sllnnuds of his time. 
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ment with a body of horse. Their Jagheer was im. 
mediately subject to the control of the Mokassadar. 

The head of the Manay family was Deshmookh 
of Muswar, adjoining the district of the Ghatgays. 
The Manays were distinguished Sulidars under the 
Beejapoor governmen4 but nearly as notorious for 
their revengeful character as the Sirkays. 

The Ghorepurays were originally named Bhons .. 
lay; and their ancestor acquired the present sur
name, according to their family legend, during the 
Bahminee dynasty, from having been the first to 
scale a fort in the Concan, which was deemed 
implegnable, by fastening a cord round the body 
of a ghorepur, or guana. They were Deshmookhs 
under the Beejapoor government, and divided into 
two dIstinct families, the one of Kapsee, near the 
Warna river, the other of Moodhole, near the Gut
purba." The Ghorepurays appear to have signa
lized themselves at a very early period. The title 
of U meer 001 Oomrah, was ,conferred on one of 
the members of the Kapsee family, by the Beeja
poor kings. 

The Duflays were Deshmookhs of the Pergunna \ 
of Jhutt, not far from Beejapoor; theu: original I 

name was Chowan, and they acqwred the surname 
of DuBay, from theIr village of' Duflapoor, ofwbich 

* The Kapseekur and Moodholekur were known under the 
Beejapoor government, the former by the nowkus, the latter by 
the sathkus Ghorepurays', a dlstmctlon which both familIes keep 
up, bu~ for which they can gIve po satisfactory reason: the first 
Ghorepuray that joined Sivajee, was one of the former. The 
head of the latter is the PateU of a village near Satara. 

G 4-
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they were hereditary Patells. They held a mun .. 
sub, but no title from the Beejapoor kings. 

The Sawunts were hereditary Deshmookhs of 
Waree, near Goa, and acquired the title of Buha
dur from the kings.of Beejapoor, during some of 
the wars -against the Portuguese. Their original 
name was Bhonslay, and their cluef .is frequently, 
to this day, styled the Bhonslay. It is remarkable 
of their territory, that the ancient appellation of 
the family is preserved in our modem maps.· They 
were distinguished as commanders of infantry, a 
service best adapted to the country which they in
habited. 
\ The principal Mahratta chiefJ, in the service of 
the Ahmednugur state, was jadow Rao, Desh. 
mookh of Sindkheir, supposed with much proba
bility, to have been a descendant of the Raja of 
Deogurh. No Mahratta family was so powerful 
as the Jadows. Lookhjee Jadow Rao, in tbeend of 
..the sixteenth century, held a Jagheer, under the 
Nizam Shahee government, for the support of ten 
thousand horse. 

There was, likewise, a respectable Mahratta fa
mily, surnamed Bhonslay, particularly connected 
with the history contained in the following pages, 
which first rose into notice under the Ahmednugur 
government. They are said to have held several 
Patellships; but their principal residence was at 

. 'the village of Verole t, near Doulutabad. Babjee 

• Th~ ancient name of their country is Koodhal Desh, a sub
division of Gohurasht. 

t It is the village close to the celebrated caves of Ellora, and 
from ",hich they take theIr name. . 

14 
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Bhonslay had two sons, the elder named Mallojee ; 
and the younger Wittoojee. Mallojee was early 
married to Deepa Bye, the sister of Wungojee, or 
Jugpal Rao Naik Nimbalkur, Deshmookh ofPhul-

tun. At the age of twenty-five, in the year 
1~;;. 1577, by the interest of Lookhjee Jadow 

Rao, he was entertained in the service 
of Mortiza Nizam Shah, with a small party of 
horse, of which he was the proprietor. He had 
no children for many years, which is considered 
a great misfortune amongst Hindoos. He was a 
rigid votary of the deity ~ahdeo, and the goddess 
Dewee Bhowanee, of Tooljapoor, was the Koolswa
my of his family; but both deities had been iJlvoked 
in vain to grant an heir. A celebrated Mahomedan 
saint or peer, named Shah Shureef, residing at All
mednugur, was engaged to offer up prayers to this 
desirable end; and Mallojee's wife .having shortly 
after given birth to a son, in gratitude to the peer's 
supposed benediction, the child was named after 
.him, Shah, with the Mahratta. adjunct of respect, 

jee; and in the ensuing year",a second son 
l~·~. was in like manner named Shureefjee. 

Shahjee was born in 1594. / 
Mallojee Bhonslay was an active Sillidar, and 

had' acquitted himself so well, in various duties in
trusted to him, that he began to attain distInction. 
He had, by some means, made an addition to his 
small body of horse, and was always much noticed 
by his first patron Jadow Rao. His elder, Sion. 
Shahjee was a remarkably fine boy; and on the 

occasion of the celebration of the Hoolee 
ts:g. festival in the year 1599, when Shahjee was 

five years old, he accompanied his father to 
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the house of' Jadow Rao~ It is usual for all casts of 
Hindoos to meet on that occasion, at the resIdence 
of some principal person; on the fifth day of the 
festival; and when there is any footing of intimacy, 
the children ,often accompany their fathers to the 
place of a&sembly. Shahjee,. on this occasion, was 
noticed by Jadow Rao, who good naturedly called 
the boy towards him, -and seated him beside his 
daughter named J eejee, a pretty child of three or 
four years old. The chlldren began to play to
gether, when Jadow Rao, In the joy of his heart, 
thoughtlessly .asked hls daughter, "Well, girl, wilt 
thou take this, boy. as thy husband?" and turning 
round to the company, observed in the same strain, 
" they are a fine pair." The children, at this time, 
happening to throw some of'the red coloul;' at each 
other, which i~ a common amusement OD this fes.
tival, the circumstance occasioned a great deal of 

laughter in the assembly. This mirth, how ... 
t5:9. e"ter, was disturbed by Mallojee Bhonslay's 
, rising up and saying, "take notIce, friends, 

Jadow has this day become a contractmg party 
with me in marriage;" to which some of those pre
sent assented; but Jadow seemed astonished, and 
was mute. Affecting to treat what had passed as 
a mere joke, Jadow Rao, next day, asked Mallojee 
to a dinner, but he declined the mVltation, unless 
Jadow would formally recognize ShahJee as his son. 
iIl~W.: This Jadow Rao peremptorily refused; and 
his I Wife being a proud woman of high spirit, was 
very indignant at,his having~ even in jest, matched 
her daughter with such a person as the son of Mal
lojee Bhonslay. ,Mallojee .appears, however, tohaye 
been crafty and persevermg, lIttle scrupulous about 
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the means employed, so that his end could be at
tained. He retired to 'his village, where it is pre
tended that the goddess Bhowanee, having appear
ed to him, discovered a large treasure; at all events 
he and his brother Wlttoojee became possessed of 
money in some secret manner, which, in that trou .. 
bled period of the Nlzam Shaheegovernment; dunng 
the first years of the seventeenth century, was 
probably by robbery. Their confidant, as to the 
fact of possessing the money, was a soucar or banker 
of Chumargoondee, named Seshao Naik Poonday, 
in whose hands the cash was deposIted. But, ac
cordIng to Mahratta legend, the dIscovery of thIs 
treasure was merely a means which the goddess 
afforded to efli.'!ct what she had, on first appearIng, 
declar~d to Mallojee; namely, that u there shall be 
one of thy family who shall beoome a king ~ he 
shall be endowed with the qualities and attrIbutes 
of Sambh .. : he shall re-estabhsh and pleserve jus
tIce in Maharashtra, and remove all that molest 
Bramins, and violate the temples of the gods; his 
reign shall form an epoch, and his posterIty shall 
mount the throne for twenty-seven generations." 

Mallojee employed his fortune in -the purchase 
of horses, and In the popular works of diggmg 
tanks, building wells, and endowing various tem
ples; but he was not diverted from hIS faVOUrIte 
scheme of being connected with the family of 
Jadow Rao. Jugpal Naik Nimbalkur of Phultun, 
the brother of Deepa Bye, Mallojee's wife, warmly 
interested himself to promote the proposed mar
nage of his nephew. Wealth too, at a fallmg court, 
h~e that of Ahmednugur2 could procure any thIng; 

'if: A name of Mahdeo. 
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and as Jadow Rao's objection was now confined 
merely to Mallojee's rank, this was soon obviated, 
by his being raised to the command of five thousand 
horse, with the title of Mallojee -Raja Bhonslay. 
The forts of Sewneree and Chakun, with their 
dependent distrIcts:Were lik. placed in his 
charge; and- the Pergunnas of Poona and Sopa 
made over to him in Jagheer. Thus, everyob
stacIe being reIl}oved, J adow Rao had no longer 

an excuse for not performing what he was 
~~. urged to by his sovereign. The marriage 

of' Shahjee to J eejee Bye was celebrated 
with great pomp, and was honoured by the pre
sence -of the sultan. • 

The Moghul invasions, for the purpose of re
(dllcing the kingdoms of Ahmednugur, Beejapoor, 
land Golcondah, had a great influence on the rise 
f of the Mahrattas. The revolutions which took 
'place in Hindoostan, and which placed the descend
ants of Timour on the imperial throne, gave the 
princes of the Bahminee dynasty an oPRortunity 
of firmly establishing their power; and had the 
Moghul emperors been in a 'condition to attempt 
the conquest of the Deccan, whilst the united 
kingdom existed, it probably would have been the 
means of preserving two rival Mahomedan em
pires in India, for a JIluch longer period than either 

. of them endured. 'Vhen the great but 
t5:o. =!~bitious Akber projected the subversion 

of the Deccan monarchies, they were not 
only in a state of warfare with each other, but in-

'* The above account of the ancient Mahratta families is from 
MSS., old deeds, and records' in the possession of the.ir de
scendants. 
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ternal dissensions paralyzed their individual efforts. 
The kingdom of Ahmednugur, in particular, was 
a prey to disorder, occasioned, by the contests of 
two parties: the one headed by a Hindoo", the 
other by Abyssinian nobles. t The Hindoo faction, 
though they soon repented of' the measure, were 

the first to invite the interference of the 
t6~. Moghuls; and the emperor Akber, at his 

death, in 1605, was not only in possession 
of Candeish, which he had wrested from the in
dependent Mahomedan princes who had long 
governed it, but of a portion of the territory be
longing to Nizam Shah, comprehend,ing a great 
part of Berar, and the fort of Ahmednugurt, 
with some districts in its immediate vicinity. Ah. 
mednugur feU to the Moghuls, during the minority 
of Buhadur Nizam Shah, whom they sent into 

• Of this Hindoo, whom Ferishta calls Mean Rajoo, I bave 
obtained no satisfactory account, nor is any mention made of 
him in any Mahratta MSS. that I have ever seen. 

t Several of the Nizam Shahee kings had Abyssinian wives, 
and the nobles alluded to, are said to have been chiefly the con
nections of these wives. 

t It sustained two memorable sieges berore it was6naIIytaken; 
and Its first defence, malDtained by Chaund Beebee, the Widow 
of All Adll Shah of Beejapoor, was perfectly heroic. The 
Chaund Beebee, who was. assas&mated, during the second siege, 
stJl1lives in Deccan story. and Deccan song, a herome unrlval. 
led. Tlus celebrated lady, the hIStorian Khafee Khan calls the 
daughter of Boorahan Nlzam Shah; but thIS IS a mistake, she was 
the daughter of Hoossem ;N)zam Shah, and given itl marriage," 
with the fort of Sholapoor, as her portIOn, to Ali Add Shah in 
1564,for the purpose of binding the alliance then formed against 
tbe Raja of the Carnatl(.. Some years after her husband's 
death, she returned to Ahmednugur. 
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perpetual confinement in Gwalior. But the Niz!m 
Shahee state, though Its capital was reduced, and 
its lawful pl'ince imprIsoned, was still far from 
being subdued. The Abyssmian faction, headed 
by a man of uncommon genius, named Mulhk 
Umber, atta.med the chief control; set up a new 
king, by the title of Mortiza Nlzam Shah the II., 
hoisted the Byheree standard on the impregnable 
rock of Doulutabad, and soon became equally 
formidable and l·esJrectable. 

Of the origin of Mulbk Umber there are va.. 
rious traditions: the most consistent of them is, 
that he wa~ in hIS youth, a personal adherent .of 
Cliungeze Khan", the too loyal t minister of Mor
tiza N lzam Shah the I., and from his able patron, 
it is probable he acquired some of that knowledge 
by which he, ~n a short time, regulated the country, 
improved the revenue, and on the threaterled fron
tier of the Deccan, became, for upwards of twenty 
years, its bulwark of protection from foreign con:.
quest. 

The accession of J ehangeer, and the rebellion 
of' his son Sultan Khosrou, afforded Mullik Umber 
some respite from Moghul invasion; he had leisure 
to commence his revenue arrangements, to esta
blish his authority in those parts Of the Ahmed
nugur territory, not occupied by the imperial troops, 
and to make his resency respected at home and 
abroad. The sultans of Beejapoor, and Golcondah, 
unfdrtunately for the stability of'their own king-

, * Mahratta MSS. 
t AwarE! Qfthe contents of the c~, he swallowed the pOISO,. 

tendered by his ungrateful sovereign. (Ferlshta.) 
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doms, did not view the rise of. Mullik Umber fa
vourably. Ibrahim AdlI Shah bore hiro a personal 
enmity. and both kings were likely to disapprove 
of a usurpation, "Which might, from such an ex
ample, be speedlly followed in their own courts. 

A D. Mullik Umber founded the city of Khu-
1610 kee"", near Doulutabad, where he esta

blished his capitaJ, and built several splendid pa
laces. He repeatedly defeated the Moghul armies, 
and for a time recovered the fort of Ahmednugur, 
and the dlstncts in Berar. Though almost con· 
stantly engaged in war, this great man found 
leisure to cultivate the arts of peace, and to for
ward those arrangements in finance, which have 
left his name in every village of his country, far 
more venerated as a ruler, than renowned as a ge
neral YHe abolished revenue farming, and com
mitted the management to Bramin agents, under 
Mahomedan superintendence ~he restored such 
parts ~~the VIllage establishment as had fallen into 
decay; and he revived a mode of assessing the 
fields, by collecting a moderate proportion of the 
actual produce In kind, which, after the ex
perience of several seasons, was commuted for 

a payment in money settled annually ac .. 
l~·;:;. cording to the cultivation. t By such means 

his districts soon became thriving and popu .. 

'" Frequently ~ttep Gurka by Mahomedan authors. Its 
name of Khlrkee was .afterwards, as we shall see, changed to 
Aurungabad. 

t ThiS account df Mulhk Umber's famous revenue arrange
ments is prmClpally upon the authority of Mahratta MS8., 
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lous; and although his expenditure was great, his 
finances were abundant. 

But Mullik Umbet: was not always pros
tGf5. perous; he frequently e~perienced severe 

reverses, and about the year 16~1, some of 
the principal Mahrattas in his service were 

t6:i. induced to quit' his standard, and go over 
to the Moghuls. The most important defec

tion was that of' Lookhjee J adow Rao, De-shmookh 
of Sindkh~ir, whom we have already mentioned as 
,a. principal Mahratta chief under the Nizam_Shahee 
g~>vernment. The manner in which the Moghuls 
tec~ved and rewarded him, is, in itself, a proof of 
the great power and cons~quence which the Mah. 
rattas had by that time attained. A munsub of 
tt4,000, 'with 15,000 hor~e was conferred upon him, 
amL such of his relations as accompanied him were 
all raised to high rankr 

But the rebellion of the Prince Shah Jehan, 
again called off the attention of the imperial troops, 

. and MulIik Umber, before his death, which 
1~:6. happened in the beginning of 16~6, once 

more triumphed in the Deccan. Ibrahim 
Adil Shah of Beejapoor did not survive Mullik 
Umber above a year. The memory of' both is still 
preserv~d with much respect in the legends of the 
countnes where they ruled. The mausoleum of 
the 13ttter still stands, the most perfect and the most 

where ~t is. 6tated that bis assessment was two fifths of the pro
duce of -government lands. Tradition says his money commu
tation was about one third. 
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beautiful of the many buildings which remain 
among the ruins of BeejapooT, to attest Its former 
grandeur, and the magnificence of its nobles and 
kings. 

During the wars of Mullik Umber, the Mah
rattas in his service were frequently conspicuous. 
Shahjee Bhonslay, who had succeeded his father 
~Mallojee in the Jagheer, particularly distinguished 
himself in a great battIe with th~ Moghuls, fought 
in the year 1620, near the northern boundary of 
the Ahmednugur territory, in which, although 
]\iulhk Umber was defeated, no share of the blame 
was attached to the ]\Jahrattas. In the accouo.t 
of the battle, Lookhjee Jadow Rao is mentioned 
as well as Shahjee, and one oftbe Naiks· of Phul
tun was killed on the same occasion. 

Up to this period, since the first conquest of the 
country, we find little trace of the Hindoo natJves 
of Maharashtra in ]\fahomedan history t; their 

* This is supposed by the present Jari ~ao Naik NllDbalkur to 
have been hIS ancestor Jugpal, who was kIlled about this period. 
Though the Nalks.of Phultun held their Jagheer from the Bee
japoor government, thiS Circumstance affords no satisfactory 
eVidence oflbrahim Adil Shah's havmg assisted Mullik Umber. 
or that there was a general confederacy against the Moghuls. 
From the character of Jugpal, who, according to the family 
legends, was always present where there was hunting or fight
ing, he may have jomed without the authority of hIS government. 

t FerlShta's history', which IS deservedly considered out List 
authority, ends about the begiRDing of the seventeenth cen~u!y. 
From that period, for the ensuing forty years, or up to the final 
dismemberment of the kmgdom of Ahmednugur, I hav~ adopt ... 
ed the work of Khafee Khan as the most consistent and au
thentic source, respecting that obscure period of Deccan his
tory. Khafee Khan was the assumed name of the author, hi$ 

VOL. I. H 



9.8' HISTORY OF THE MAHRATTAS. 

leaders and theIr nation are almost nameless, but 
we shall now see them fast 'rising mto consequence, 
and it therefore becomes necessary to enter a lIttle 

real name ",as Mohummud Hashem Khan. He was the son of 
K~waJeh MeeT, also an hIstorian, and an officer of high rank 1Il 

the serVIce of Moraud 13ukhsh ; but after that prince's confine
ment and death, he came Into the employment of Aurunglzebe. 
Mohummud Hashem Khan was brought up in Aurungzebe's 
service, and wai; employed by hIm both 10 polItical and mIlItary 
sl'tuatlOns. HIS hlStory has been frequ~ntly referred to, and 
hrge extracts from It have appeared m varlOu's works, particu
larly In the Seyr Mutuakhereen, but no English translatIon of' 
the lilstory his been publJshed. Dow's~ thIrd volume would 
have been much more valuable, ha~ be adopted Khafee Khan 
as his only autllority. rhe hlator, waS" wrltt«:n after Aurllng
zebe's death; the great blank In the MoghullHstory, whICh oc
curs from the tenth year of that Emperor's .reIgn, is very indIffer
~Jldy snpllhed, but after the twenty-thIrd year of the reign, the 
account js fun, and IS frequently supported by other authOrIties, 
~ rather, at that period, serves to corroborate them • 

. Dur10g repeated VISIts t() the anCIent city of Beejapoor,. 
whICh was comprehended in a tract of terrItory for some tIme 
Under my superintendence, I endeavoured to collect from the 
descendants of the persons in charge of the once splendid en
dowments of Jts mosques and mausoleums, all the manuscripts, 
deeds, and papers, 10 their possessIon. The following is a bst. 
of those which bore the smallest reference to my subject: 

, 1st. Origmal memoranda for a history of BeJapoor, partly 
arranged by Abool Hoossem Quee, who dIed a few years 
before)he city was finally capturea; the papers, saId to be in 

:his 'own bandwrItlDg, are ill pOl;session of a Peer-zaduh, styled 
&llnb,Huzrut, son-in-law of Abdoollah SahIb, a.very venerable 
and 8~b,sible ''Oid roan, the most respectable person n()w in Bee
japoor. He ~s full of legendary informatIOn, and on seeing 
1Uld conversing yvTth' hun, In the midst of lofty domes and 
faIling pala~es,- one fancies himself in company WIth the last of 
the inhabitants df that wonderful place. ,. ~ 
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more fully into the detail of events which imme
diately preceded the rise of Sivajee. 

Ibrahim Adil Shah, whose death we have 
tt;:'6. just mentioned, was the second of that name 

wh~ had filled the throne of Beejapoor. 
He left to his son Mohummud Adil Shah, who 
succeeded him in the 15th or 16th year of his age, 
a large treasury, a country still flourishing, and an 
army, the strength of which appears exaggerated· 
~hen stated at eighty thousand horse, with upwards 
of 200,000 infantry in pay, including hIs garrisons. 

2d. A hIstory of Beejapoor, by Meer Ibrahim, son of Meer 
Hoossem Lohr. This work, which the Deccan Mahomedans 
frequently quote Without understanding it, is nothmg more 
than a collection of names and dates, expressmg the dates In 

letters, and sometlung of the characters of each individual 
whose death is thus recorded. 

3d. A history of Ali Adll Shah, the Second, written by 
Noor Ullah, the son of Syud All Mohummud IJoossemee 
Qadree, m wruch there is some very useful mformatlon am_ongst 
a great deal of rubbish. 

4th. The Ala Namu, an historical poem, of the reign of 
Ali Adil Shah, the Second. It IS wntten by Nusserut the 
only poet of Beejapoor, excepting Hashimee, who translated 
Y usoof and Zulelkha into Hlildoostanee verse. The works of 
Nusserut are, the Ali Namu, and Goolshun-i-eshq, a copy of 
the former was found in TIPpOO'S library at Sermgapatam, and 
IS not uncommon. ' 

5th. A hIstory of Beejapoor, Wrttten by Syud Moideen 
Peerzaduh, suggested by numerous inqumes put to ~m by 
Enghsh officers, who have been much m the habit of \'lSitlng 
Beejapoor since the last Mahratta war. It was finished in 
January 1821; and although great pains have b~ taken, the 
author's dates, by confusmg the Soorsuil and Heejree eras, 
are frequently much misplaced. His industry.,h,owever, is very 
commendable. 

Beejapoor MSS. 
H 2 
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- MuJlik Umber left two sons, Futih Khan, and 
Chungeze Khan: he was succeeded as regent of the 
Nizam Shahee kingdom by his eldest son, Futih 
Khan. The new regent prosecuted the war against 
the Moghuls, but being entirely destittIte of his 
father's abilities, he would have been worsted, had 
not the Moghul general, Khan Jehan'Lodi, granted 
him an ~rmistice on very favourable terms. 

The Sultan Mortiza Nizam Shah the II. 
1~2~' on attaining man's estate, was naturally 

desirous of circumscnbing the power of the 
regent, and the violent and inconslstent conduct of 
Futih Khan, rendered this object a matter of easy 
accomplishment; otherwise it could never have 
been effected by this prince, who was vindictivep 

versatile, and totally unfit for the difficult conjunc
ture in which he had the misfortune to be placed. 
Assisted by an officer named Tukurrib Khan, he 

succeeded in throwing Futih Khan into con .. 
1~'3~: finement; on which event, the Mahrattachief 

Lookhjee Jadow Rao immediately offered to 
return to his allegiance. But Mortiza Nizam Shah 
had conceived,mortal offence at his desertion, and 
only pretended to listen to his overtures, untIl he 
had allured him to a conference within the fort of 
Doulutabad, where he treacherously murdered 
hini with several of his relations. HIs widow, a 
pe~on whom we have already had ,occasion to 
notice, on hearing what had happened, fied with 
the' troops of her husband to Sindkheir, whence, 
accompanied by her brother-in-law, Jugdeo Raa 
Jadow, she repaired to the imperial camp,_ where~ 
"by her intercession, J ugdeo Rao was confirmed in 
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the Jagheer, and obtained the rank of five thousartd 
horse; ever after which, the 'J adows of Sindkheir 
faithfully adhered to the l\foghuls. 

The Emperor J ehangeer rued in 16~7, 
1~2~: and, in the following yearf was succeeded by 

his son Shah Jehan. The new Emperor 
bore a personal enmity to Khan Jehan Lodi, then 
governor of the Moghul conqu~sts in the Deccan. 
He removed him from his government to that of 
~falwa, and invited him to court. Though at first 
received with much courtesy, he afterwards sus
pected treachery, fled into the Deccan, and sought 
refuge on the confines of' BlJglana, within the ter
ritory of Nizam Shah. A force was immediately 
sent in pursuit of him i but the Zumeendars, or 
Deshmookhs of the country, rose in his defence, re-

pulsed the Moghul troops, and could not be 
1~2~. induced, by promises or threats, to give him 

up. Shah Jehan was so extremely jealous 
of Khan Jehan Lodi, that he deemed his submission 
of vital importance to the stability of his throne. 
He advanced towards the Deccan with a great 
army, threatening with destruction all who should 
afford protection to Lodi, or espouse his cause. 
Having had considerable experience in the de
sultory mode of warfare peculiar to the Deccan, he 
separated his army into three divisions, which h~ 
placed under the respective command of Azim 
Khan, Iradut Khan, and Shaisteh Khan. The 

. diVIsion of Azim Khan penetrated by the western 
route, and he being a very active officer, soon, com.. 
pelled Khan Jehan Lodi tQ fly to the south 'Yard. 

'Shahjee Bhonslay was one of the supporters of' 
H 3 
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Lodi; but on his ~ight, Shahjee, probably fearing 
the loss of his. Jagheer, followed the example of his 
mother-in-law, the widow of Lookhjee Jadow Rao, 

and made a tender of his services to the 
t62~·. Moghul Emperor through Azim Khan; 

promising, on condition of receiving a safe 
conduct and ,a~letter of pardon, to repair to the im
perial pres<:nce. The indulgence being granted, 
he camE? to court, accompanied by his immediate 
dependents, and a body of two thousand horse. 
Having paid his respects to Shah J ehan, he was 
promote~ to the rank of 6000 with 5000 horse; 
many ot his dependants were also raised to mun ... 
subs, and Shahjee was not only confi'rmed in his 
Jagheer, but received a grant ,for some other 
districts, the names of which'no.where appear; but 
Ahmednugur was probably" one of them. Shah. 
jee~$ cousin, Kellojee Bhonslay, the son of Wit. 
toojee, went over to the imperial' service about the 
same time, and received a munsub. t 
, Khan J ehan Lodi, on being driven from the 
western quarter of the Nizam Shahee territory, 
r~paired to Beejapoor, and endeavoured to Touse 
Mohummud Add Shah to combme, with Mortiza 
N~am Shah, in repellmg Moghul encroachment. 

, ., IsaY",PTobahly Ahmednugur, because Shahjee had no here
ditary, c1,ainlt tq the Deshmookhee of Ahmednugur, and it will 
h~~eafter appear that his son Sivajee set up such a pretension. 

t""Qriginal grinan, from' Shah Jehan, to Kdlojee Bhonslay, 
found In pbssesslOn of a Mahratta, who headed a petty insur
rection ziear Vishalgurh, in 1820, KelloJee Bhonslay was put, 
tC1 ~~itb by A urungzebe I the time and cIrcumstances are not 
aseertained. Mahratta MSS. 
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His arguments had no immediate effect, and he was 
compelled to return to Doulutabad. 

During the season of 16~9 • ..so no rain' 
1~3X:;. fell in the Deccan, and a famme, accom-

pamed by pestilence, ensued; but on its 
being ascertained that Khan J ehan had returned, 
notwithstanding the obstacles which disease, and 
the difficulty of procurmg subsistence presented, 
A2:im Khan marched towards ·Doulutabad. HIs 
army was opposed by that of Nlzam Shah, which 
had taken up a strong posltion for the purpose, but 
was driven from it after a resolute defence. 

This defeat, and the wretched state of ti; 
country, induced Khan Jehan to adopt the d~s: 
perate resolution of endeavouring to make his ray 
to the Afghans in Cabul. He set out, but was 
soon closely and perseveringly followed by the im
perial troops; a party at last overtook him, when 
turmng on hIS numerous pursuers, at the head of a 
few faithful adherents, he fell covered with wqunds ; 
but nobly ~ought on to hIs l~t breath, in a manne,!' 
whIch obtained for him the admuabon of the most. 
obdurate of his enemies. 

Azim Khan, in the meantime, pursued tIre ad .. 
vantages which his vIctory. opened to him; he took 
possession of the districts, displaced the a!ients of 
the Nizam Shahee Jagheerdars and Munsubdars, 
and bestowed wVlSlons of the country <?n his o~' 
adherents. Marching southward fi'on1 DoulutabadJ 
he reduced several places, and 'Surpri~ed the strong 
fort of Dharoor near Bheer. The troops of Nizam 
Shah appear to have been commanded; by two 
()fficers, Bahlole Khan... an Afghah 'adherent of 

H 4< 
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Lodi, and Mukrib Khan, who maintained a de-
sultory warfare, and though constantly put to flight. 
remained unsubdued. 

Mortiza Nizam Shah found that disorder 
t6~·. and ,ruin threatened him on all sides; but 

had neither discernment to discover the 
defects of his administration, nor talents to apply 
a remedy. Losing confidence in his minister, he 
turned his attention to his prisoner, Futih Khan, re
leased hIm from confinement, and restored him to 
power,_ Tukurnb Khan, disgusted by this proceed .. 
ing, and dreading the consequence to himself; went 
over to Azim Khan, and got the rank of 6000 
horse in the imperial service. His defection, at this 
period, was useful to the Moghuls, as they were 
threatened wIth anew enemy in the person of Sultan 
Mohummud AdIl Shah. 

It appears that a secret partition treaty had 
be'en entered into betwixt Ibrahim Adil Shah f 

and the Moghul Emperor, at some period of the 
w~r with Mulhk Umber, the conditions of which 
were, that the Beejapoor government, if it afforded 
active co-operation in reducing the Nizam Shahee 
territory, should receive the distrIcts in the Concan 
belongmg to that state, .also the fort of Sholapoor~ 
with five10rts on the eastern side, communicating 
wIth th~ Edll Shahee districts near Beder, ol"\vhl(;h 
Dharoo.r was one. But Mohummud Adil Shah, 
thou,gh be appears to have recognized the agree
l1\ent in the first instance, never entered heartily 
into the views of the Moghuls: he would gladly 
pave seized for himself a portion of the Nizam 
Shahee territory; but he did 11o't consider it pohtic 
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to share it with such a formidable power. On the 
present occasion, he had engaged in a secret nego~
tiation with MortlZa Nizam Shah, but sent forward 

-an army under his general Rendoollah Khan, giv
ing out that they were auxiliaries proceeding to 
join the Moghuls. On arriving in the neighbour .. 
hood of Azim Khan's army, Rendoollah Khan 
sent to request that the fort of Dharoor might be 
delivered up to the troops of Adil Shah,. according 
to the treaty. Azim Khan reasonably objected, 
that as they had not assisted in its reduction, 
nor as yet fulfilled their part of the conditions, 
he could not comply with the demand; but, as 
there was stIll ample opportunity for pro'ving 
their gClod faith, the present application might 
be a rutUle consideratIon with the Emperor. 
Meanwhile MortIza N)zam Shah having agreed 
to restore Sholapoor to the king of Beejapoor, 
an alhance was concluded between them, which 
had for its object mutual defence agamst the 
Moghuls. 

Occasion of quarrel, however, arose between 
ih~ armies of Azim Khan, and Rendoolah,Khanl 
before the plans of'the confederates were matured~·' 
and a battle was fought in whIch the army of Bee .. 
japoor was defeated •. 

The two states, in allIance, might still have re .. 
covered what they had lost; but MortIza NIzam 
Shah, having put himself in the power of the ruffian 
whom he had mjured, was, about this time, thrown 
into prison, and strangled by order of Futih Khan} 
by who.m also, the whole of the nobility, attached 
to the unfortunate prince, 'weI e put to death. 
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To excuse these acts of' revenge and: violence 
Futih Khan sent a petition to Shah Jehan, repre
senting that he had thus acted on purpose to testifY 
his 'regard for the impelial service, and that he 
had raised the son of the deceased to the vacant 
throne, until the emperor's pleasure should be 
known. 

Shah J ehan, in reply, affected to believe this 
-representation; and although he cons.idered the 
remaming _districts of the kingdom almost sub. 
dued, and about to be annexed to the empire, 
yet, as 1t would have been .difficult to obtain 
possession of many' of the forts by force, he 
pretended to grant them to the orphan, on 
c~>I1dition of his sending the best elephants, 
and the most valuable of the jewels, belonging to 
the Nlzam Shahee family,' to the imperial court.. 
Great honours were, at the same time, conferred 
on Futih Khan; considerable districts were pro .. 
mised to him iLl Jagheer, and amongst others, 
~0ll!e of those formerly granted to Shabjee Bhonslay. 

Upon the breaking out of' hostilities with Bee
japoor, 1arge reinforcements were poured into the 
Deccan; and ASlf Khan, as chief in command, 
passing throug h the Nizam Shahe~ territory, thus 

, unexpectedly detached from'the alliance, invaded 
the territory of Mohummud Adil Shah, laid it 
waste, and besieged llis capital. But supplies 
havjng been cut off, and the operations artfully 
pl'otdtcted, Asif Khan was obliged to desist; and 
"after plundering and destroymg the ('outl~ry, as 
Itar west as Merich,.he returned with his army. 
1\$ohabet Khan, who had been appointed governor 
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of the Moghul territory in the Deccan, when 
Khan Jehan Lodi was removed to Malwa, now 
took upon himself the conduct of the war. It 
was intended to prosecute the reduction of the 
Beejapoor territory, but clrcumstanc~s changed the 
scene of action. 

Futih Khan at first shewed some reluct~ 
i6~·. ance to part with the elephants and jewels 

demanded of him, but compliance being en~ 
forced, he was con6rme~ as regent, and allowed 
to retain the promised districts. Shahjee Bhonslay, 
disgusted by this treatment, made overtures to the 
Beejapoor government, through l\10rar Punt, an 
able Bramin, and a principal minister of Mohum
mud Add Shah. 

A projected enterprise against Doulutabad 
formed a part ofShahjee's proposals to Morar Punt; 
and he so strongly represented the unprepared 
state of the garrison, the general defection o( the 
l1obility, and the readiness wi'th which aU who had 
Buffered in the late commotions would join.against 
both Futih Khan a~d the Moghuls, that the king 
consented. 

Fubh Khan, on hearing of the march of the 
Beejapoor army, r~inforced by Shahjee, sensible 
of the general hatred towards himself throughout 
the country, proposed to place hlmself under the 
protection of the Moghul general, Mohabet Khan, 
and to give up the fort. Mohabet Khan, much 
pleased with an offer so advantageous, marched, as 
soon as posslble,. towards Doulutabad. The army 
of Beejapoor, however, arrived first, and, to pre. 
vent commumcation with the fort, Jhrew themselve~ 
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between it and the Moghuls. A battle, of course, 
ensued; the ground was obstinately contested by 
the Be~japoor army, and Shahjee creditably sup
ported the leading part he bore in the cause; Jmt 
they were finally driven back, and forced to encamp 
sixteen miles on the opposite side of Doulutabad. 

The Beejapoor chiefs, who, like aU the Dec. 
canees, were adepts at intrigue and negotiation 
where force was ineffectual, sent messages ,to 
Futih Khan, representing how much he should sa
crifice by surrendering the fortress;- and that if he 
would agree to remunerate Shahjee, and not de
liver up Doulutabad to the"emperor, they would 
support him, and maintain the former alliance. 
The proposal being acceded to, both in con
junction, wlthout any previous declaration, opened 
a nre on the Moghuls, which s.o enraged Mohabet 
Khan, that he determined on regularly investmg 
the place, and punishing this unparalleled breach 
of faith, on the part of' Futih Khan. Having a 
:fine army, with many experienced officers, he 
formed.a part of it into three divisions: one to 
oppose the Beejapoor army; another to cover the 
supplies of his own camp; and the third to pre
vent any provlsions or stores, from being thrown 
into the fort. Each was to su'pport the other as 
necessary, whilst the main body, under his own 
superintendence, was destined for active opet
atioI;ls against the fortress. 

A. D. The attack was maintained with vigour 
Feb. and perseverance, and, was met by an 
1633 •• equally vigorous defence; but the garrison, 

being i,ndlfferently provisioned, .. were obliged --to 
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capitulate, after an eventful siege of fifty-eight 
days. . Fubh Khan was divested of all power, and 
became a pensioner of the Moghul government. • 
The child whom he had set up was placed in per
petual confinement in Gwalior, being the secotld 
prince of this house Immured in that fortress. 
-~'Shahjee was one of the best partizans on the 
side of the Beejapoor army; and it became an ob
ject to check his activity by any means. WhIlst 
the siege of Doulutabad was in progress, Mhaldar 
Khan, the Nizam Shahee governor of the fort of 
Trimbuck, ,offered his services to the emperor, 
through Mohabet Khan; by whom he was told, 
that if he would seize Shahjee's wife and family, 
then residing near Byzapoor, he might have a still 
better opportunity of proving his zeal for the cause 
he had embraced, and of domg a very acceptable 
piece of service. The Killidar accordingly made 
the attempt, and succeeded in taking the wife of 
Shahjee, . together with a great deal of .property. 
The object, however, was not answered, from cir
cumstances hereafter explained; and some of the 
relations having pecome security, obtained Jeejee 
Bye's release, and conveyed her to the fort of 
Kondaneh.t 

After the fall of Doulutabad, Mohabet Khan 
left Khan Dowran, to protect that neighbourhood, 
and marched in pursuit of the Beejapoor troops • 

.-
,. He afterwards became mad, and died from the effects Qf' 

an old wound in the head. 
t Beejapoor MSS. Khafee Khan mentions that the dabgb .. 

tel' of Shahjee was captured on. thiS occasion, but I cannot find 
that be bad a daughter. 
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They retired before him, but maintained their usual 
desultory mode of warfare, and several sharp sku .. 
mishes took place, in one of which, Nagojee-, a 
Mahratta officer of distinction, was killed: some 
overtures for peace were made by Morar Punt; 
probably, with 8' vi~w of throwing the Moghul 
genez:al off his guard; for when Mohabet Khan 
had adv~nced a considerable distance into the 
BeejapoOJ': territory, a large detachment set off 
secretly, and 1;>y force(l marches endeavoured to 
surprise Doulutabad, but' the attempt was unsuc .. 
cessful. Towards the end of the year, Mohabet 
Khan was superseded by the appomtment of sultan 
Shuja, the emperor's second son, to the govern .. 
ment of the Deccan~ Mohabet Khan remained as 
his director in the management of affairs; but still 
he was only secDnd in comD;land, and the war, from 
that time, did not prosper under this administra-

tion. Both Mohabet Khan and Sultan ShuJa. 
t6:4. were recalled in the ensumg year, in con. 

sequence of their having failed to reduce 
''the fortress of Purinda; where they were not 
only repulsed, but, after .raismg the siege, they 
were compelled to retreat to Burhanpoor. 

In the meantime Shahjee, after the surrender of 
Doulutabad. the removal of' Futlh Khan, .and the 
confinement of the young prince, aspired to the 
r~gency, and, accordingly, proclaimed another 
prjpce as the lawful heir of Nizam Shah. By the 
assi~t;mce of some Bramins, he commenced regu-

* Supposed to be Nagojee Ghatgay JooJhar Rao, who was 
killed in a battle wit'll the Moghuls. (Buker Qf the Ghatgay 
family.) 
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lating the conntry~ got possession of most of the 
forts, occupied the distncts in the name of the new 
king, and collected troops from all quarters. The 
whole of that part of the CODcan which had be
longed to the kingdom of Ahmednugur, and the 
districts as far east as Ahmednugur, extending 
from the Neera river on the south, te the Chandore 
range on the north, WIth the exception of a few of 
the garrisoned places, wer~ for a- time overrun by 
Shahjee.-

A small detachment from the army was at first 
considered sufficient for hIS suppression; but his 
party continued to gain strength, and on the de
feat of the Moghuls at Purinda, he extended his 
power in the manner we have mentioned. 

After the removal of Prince Shuja, Aurungzebe, 
the Emperors third son, being very yOllng~ and Shah 
Jehan considering the conquests in the Deccan too 
extensive to be placed under anyone office{ not 
of the royal .family, resolved, as a temporary mea
sur~ to separate them into two governments. To 
those districts of Candeis~ which had beet} long 
in possession of the Moghuls, Galna was added; 
together with that part of Berar, termed Berm
Payeen Ghaut, which lies to the north,' below the 
range of hills. These constituted one of the new 
governments, and the lately acquired districts in 
the Nizam Shahee territory formed the other •. Khan 

"" There is eVidence of these facts in Mahratta MSS. as well 
as in Khafee Khan. This is no doubt the regency of ShabJee, 
which we find mentioned in all the Mahratta MSS. as having 
taken place durmg a mmonty In the famIly of Nlzam Shah. 
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Dowran and Khan Zuman were appointed to the 
charge of them, and directed to co-operate in the 
settlement of the western distr~cts, and in the re
duction of Shahjee. This last, however, was an 
operation of difficulty. Shahjee had collected a. 
large army, was intImately connected with Morar 
Punt and Rendo!>Ilah Khan, and supported by tM 
Sultan, their master. I 

The Emperor was exasperated at the opposition 
made, in a country which he had considered as 
subdued on the capture of Doulutabad, and being 
highly incensed against Mohummud Adil Shah, he 
prepared ~ great army, with the determination of 
bringing affairs in the Ahmednugur territory to a 
speedy settlement, even if it should involve the 
reduction of the other kingdoms in the Deccan; 
to which Shah Jehan, in his deliberate judgment 
was always averse. Whether this moderation pro
ceeded from policy, or a sense of justice, it is diffi. 
cult to determine; but his hostilities against both 
Beejapoor and Golcondah were always commenced 
in the spirit of personal anger. On the present 
occasion, he sent an ambassador to Beejapoor, di. 
recting him to demand the restitution of the forts 
lately belonging to the Nizam Shahee state, of 
which the Sultan of Beejapoor had obtained pos
session: their guns and military stores were like
wise to be delIvered up, particularly the large 
canpOll called Mullik-i-Mydan·~ which had been 

,.10lIo "The sovereign of the plain.'· The natives of Beejapoor 
~nsist on calhng It moolk-i-mydan, whIch, they say, slgrufies 
"the lion of the plain." ThIs gun: of whu:h the muzzle is 
four feet eight inches In diameter, and the caliber two feet fout" 
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conveyed from Purinda to Beejapoor. But above 
all, the envoy was directed to insIst upon the Sul-

. tan's renouncing Shahjee, and affording no coun
tenance or protection to him, or to those persons 
by whom disturbances were excited. To induce a 
compliance with these demands, a promise of the 
fort and district of Sholapoor, together with the 
whole of the Nizam Shahee Concan, and a vaunting 
threat of annihilation in case of refusal were at 
once held out. Both proved ineffectual; and Shah 
J ehan, according to his usual practice of dividing 
his attacks, broke his army, of which forty eIght 
thousand were select cavalry, into four divisions; 
two to act against Shahjee, and two against Mo
hummud Adil Shah. Of~the two former, one under 
Shaisteh Khan and Aliverdy Khan, was destined to 
besiege Shahjee's forts about Chandore, Sungum
nere and Nassuck ; and another, consisting of 20,000 
horse, under Khan Zuman, was to drive him from 
the field, to pursue him, to take possession of his 
strong holds in the Concan, and to expel him from 
every quarter of the NlZam Shahee territory. Of 
the two latter, one under Khan Dowran was origin-

inches, was cast at Ahmednugur, A. D. 1549, by a natIve 
of ConstantlDople, named Hoosein Khan. Aurungzebe put an 
lDSctlption upon it,to commemorate the conquest of Beejapoor 
in'1685, whICh has led to the mIStake of supposing It to have 
been. cast at that time. It is alIke curious from its dImensions 
and its history: the Bombay government in 1823. was partIcu
larly deSirous. of sending It to the King of England, and an 
engineer was sent to examlDe it for the purpose, but the presegt
state of.. the roads renders th.e difficulty of transportmg such a 
huge mass of metal to the coast, almost Insuperable. 

VOL. I. 1 
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ally ordered to take up a posItion near Nandere, 
owing to ~uspicions entertained of Sultan Abdool .. 
lah Kootub Shah of Golcondah; but on these 
doubts being removed, and hIS paymg the arrears of 
trIbute for which the Emperor's envoy was then 
settling, and which he did before the campaign 
opened, Khan Dowran's division became avaIlable 
both for the capture of the forts to the eastward, 
and for hostilities in the heart of' the Beejapoor 

dominions. The other detachment, which 
1~3~: at first cOIDJ>osed the reserve undez: Syud 

Khan J ehan, w~ also destined for Beejapoor. 
A 'part of the besieging divisIOn of- Shaisteh 

Khan, under Ahverdy Khan, speedily ,reduced 
twenty-five of the forts about Chandore and 
N assuck, which, though places of strength, 
made lit~le resistance.'" Shaisteh Khan himself 
proceeded towards the borders of the Beej
apoor dominions,. where he reduced Nuldroog, 
and occupied the districts ,between Sholapoor and 
Bedel'; but the forts of Trimbuck, Sewneree, and 
Kondaneh above the Ghauts, with many in the 
Concan, were still in possession orShahjee's ad
herents. 

Shahjee maintained a desultory warfare against 

,. Khafee I):ban mentions the capture of ~he son and famIly 
of ShahJee in one of these forts~ of whIch, I can find no con
firmatIOn, and consIder it a mIstake, connected WIth the report 
of.the former <:apture of Jeejye Bye. The same author men ... 

. ttoD~ Sivajee's escape to a fort in the sea on this OCCasIOD;. and 
this also may aUqde to the former CIrcumstance. Jeejye Bye 
~fter her first capture seems to have been prinCIpally at Konda ... 
neb, Sewneree, and perhaps, from the year 1633 to 1636, 
occasIOnally at Maholy 10 the Concan. 

-r 
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Khan Zuman for a considerable time, but was 
driven from the territory about Ahmednugur, 
Chumargoondee, and Baramuttee successively, and 
pursued across the Neera into the Beejapoor ter
ritory, towards Merich and • Kolapoor. Assisted 
by the Edil Shahee troops, he there continued to 
harass by his attacks, or elude by his vigilance, the 
army in pursuit of him: and Kh3.!l Zuman was 
therefore, directed to give over a fruitless pursuit, 
and lay waste the co'untryabout Kolapoor, Merich, 
and Raeebagh. He accordingly took and de
stroyed the towns, carried off the inhabitants 
prisoners, and continued every species of depred
ation, until an armistice was concluded with 
Beejapoor, when he again resumed the pursuit of 
Shahjee. 

Khan Dowran marched from Candeish towards 
Beejapoor, in the direction of Beder and Kul
burga, surprised and took several forts; plund
ering the mercantile towns, and spreading ruin 
wherever he appeared. He -was attacked by 
some divisions of the Beejapoor army, in their 
usual manner, but they did not prevent his ad
vance. When he approached Beejapoor, Mohum
mud Adil Shah adopted the resolution of emptying 
the reservoirs of water beyond the walls of the 
fort, and collected or destroyed the whole of' the 
grain and forage within a circuit of twenty miles • ., 

.. The neighbourhood of the capital of BeeJapoor IS very 
stenle OD three sides, but four miles to the south of the City, 
there is a rich, deep, black soil, which in good seasons pro
duces very extraordmary crops. The SOIl extends several 
mdes on each side of the small river Dhone, the water of which 

I Q 
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Khan Dowran, therefore, did not attack the ca
pital, but continued his plan ofplundering and de
vastating the country. The division of'Syud Khan 
J ehap adopted the same system, and the march of 
the Moghllls was every where marked by flames 
and desolation. 

The Beejapoor troops,.however, frequenq.yacted 
with great vigour. Syud Khan Jehan was re
peatedly attacked by Rendoollah Khan with suc
.cess, and forced, at last, to effect a junction with 
the division of Khan Douran. 

But the ruin spread throughout the 
t~ country compelled Mohummud Adil Shah 

t6 sue for -peace; and a treaty was con
cluded on terms more favourable than he had rea
son to expect. Though an enumeration of ~ll the 
3,lticles be unnecessary, the general terms, of this 
pacification, and the partition of the Nizam Shahee 
territory, deserve the reader's particular attention, 
being intimately con,nected with the rise of Sivajee. 

1t was settled, that the forts of Purinda and 
Sholapoor, with their dependent districts, should 
be given up to Mohummud Adil Shah. He was, 
lIkewise, to reta~ .. undisturbed possession of the 
districts or N uldroog, Kallianee,' and Beder east 
of Sholapoor; and the huge piece of ordnance 
pertaining to Pllrinda was thus left on the works 
of Beejapoor, where it remains at this day. The 

is strongly impregnated with salt. The Mahrattas have a very 
expressive rhyme in regard to this small tract: 

Should the crop on Dhone grow, who can eat it? 
Should it' fad, who can eat? 
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province of Kalliannee, in the Concan, which ex
tended the Beejapoor possessions on the coast, as 
far north as the Bassein river, was also ceded; and 
the' whole of the country lying between the Beema 
and the Neera, which had formerly belonged to 

_ the kingdom of Ahmednugur, as far north as 
Chakun, was now annexed to Beejapoor. The 
principal condition attached to this cession was, 
the payment of an annual tribute of twenty lacks 
of Pagodas. By an article of the treaty, the em
peror promises to pardon Shahjee and his adhe
rents, if he will deliver up the forts in his pOSe 
session, together with all his artillery and warlike 
stores; but in case of non-compliance, he is to be 
expelled from the territory of Beejapoor, and de
clared the common enemy of both states. 

Shahjee, as soon as the Beejapoor government 
began to treat, retired towards the Concan; and 
as he at first evaded the surrender of his forts, 
Khan Zuman continued to prosecute the war against 
him. But in the course of a few montfis, Trim. 
buck, Sewneree, and most of his forts in the 

Concan being reduced, Shahjee sohcited a 
~3~. pardon, and petltloned for admission into 

the emperor's service. 
In reply to this application he was told, that he 

might retire into the service of Mohummud Add 
Shah, which he accordingly did, and Kondaneh" 

.. Kondaneh came into Shahjee's possessIon by hIS beibg at 
the head of the government. Kondaneh and Poorundhur were 
two of those forts, which under the Mahomedan governments, 
were reserved by the king, and not intx;usted to tbe care of 
Jagheerdars. 

I 3 
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was pr,obably surrendered by Shahjee to Beeja
poor. 

The young prince who~, in imitation of Mullik 
Umber apd Futih Khan, Shahjee had set 'up, was 
taken by Khan Zuman In one of the forts, and sent 
off to be confined with the others in the state prison 
at Gwalior. 

ThIs event completed the subjugation of the 
Ahmednugur state, and finally ended the Byheree 
dynasty. 

- Before quittmg this chapter I have to acknowledge my obli. 
gations to CaptaiQ Alexander Gordon, first assistant to tbe 
resident at Nagpoor, and Mr. WIlliam ErsklDe late of'Bombay: 
the former has translated Khafee Khan to the end of the reign 
of Jehangeer; and the latter has translated all such parts of 
the reign of Shah Jenan from the same author, as bear reference 
to Deccan history. Both these gentlemen 'allowed me the free 
use of thelf labours, and thus far materially shortened mme. 

I have had access to two or t,hree copIes of the orJgmal of 
Khafee Khan; the best IS in the lIbrary of Moonshee Mohum
mud Huneef, late of the Poona residency. r 
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e:HAP. III. 
FROM A. D. 1637. TO A. D.1648. 

ShahJee's progress nfter entenng the servIce W Bee;apoor
marrtes a second 'Wte. - T'Wo sons oy h,s first: 'Wye, SumMa
Jee and SzvaJee; and one son vy h,s second 'Wye, VenkaJee.
Shahjee departsfor the Carnatzc, and sends }/,Zs first 'W'!fo and 
Ius son Szva}ee to reszde on Ius Jagheer at Poona, under the 
care if DadaJee Konedeo. - Polztzcat 'OlewS if the Courts of 
Bee;apoor and Golcimdale. - The Moghuls zntroduce a tze'W 
revenue 8gstem, and the FU8s1ee era znto the Deccan. - Be
"Venue sgstem if DadaJee K()nedeo. -- The Mawuls - zm
provement if the condztzon if thezr tnkaollants. -- Swryee's 
educatzon - dzsposztzon, and early pursuus. - Hts three first 
adherents - ohtazns possemon iftl,efort W Torna -manner 
if JustifYIng the proceedtng'::"" huzlds BaJgurh. - DadaJee 
KO/ledeo's deatk. - The Kzllzdars 'Ii Chakun and Kondanek 
gamed over hy SlvaJee - makes htmseif master if Sopa, and 
the fortress if Poorundkur. 

WHEN Shahjee was finally driven to seek 
t6:7. refuge under the Beejapoor government, 

hIS resources and abihtIes bemg known to 
Morar Punt, and all who had served with him, he 
was readIly received and confirmed in posseSSIOn 
of Poona and Sopa·, two of the districts be-

;10 From thiS perIod I have recourse puncipally to Mahratta 
manuscripts. Those to whl~h I shall have immediate occaSion, 
to refer, are as follow:-

1. A Life of SlvaJee, procured from the late Raja of Kola
poor, written by KlstnaJee Anund Subhasud. There are several 
copies of thiS work; one is III pObsesslon of Mr. Hale, the 
judge and magistrate of the Southern COnCIUlj to WhlCll IlIad 
acceSb. I returned the ongmal copy to the Raja of Kolapoor, 
and lodged a copy of It With the Literary Socaety of Bombay. 

I 4. 
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longing to his family Jagheer, which, by the late 
treaty, had been ceded to Beejapoor. 

Morar Punt was employed, at this period, in the 
settlement of the newly acquired districts between 
the Neera and Beema, in which he appears to have 
been principally assisted by Shahjee. During their 
intercourse, Morar Punt had addItional proofs of 
his talents and genius; in consequence of which, 
he loaded him with encomium and favour, and on 

2. Lives of the Rajas, and HIstOry of the Mahratta Empire, 
from the earliest period, to the present time ; compiled by M ul
har Ram Rao Chitnees, from orIginal memoranda, and originals, 
or c.opies of many authentic papers, written or transcribed by 
his ancestors, who were all persons highly distingUished at the 
Courts of Ralgurh, Ginjee, and Satara. Mulhar Ram Rao·s 
Me of Sivajee is very voluminous; but I do not dunk he has 
made a good use of the valuable letterb and records 10 his pos
session. Sivajee·s instructions to officers and departments, are 
very complete and satisfactory. Some of the origmnl copies of 
these instructIOns are 10 the hand-wrItmg of BallaJee Aujeet and 
I have had them authenticated from another quarter, as WIll 

be mentIOned. I lodged a copy of Mulhar Ram Rao·s work, 
with the Literary Society of Bombay. 

3. A Life of SlVajee, procured from the descendant of 
Chunder Rao Moray, Raja of Jowlee. 

4. A Life of SlVajee, partly translated into EnglIsh, by 
Thomas Coats, Esq, late superintending surgeon of the Poona 
auxiliary force. 

S. A Life of Sivajee, partly translated, in the hand-writing 
of the late Sir Barry Close. Received from the Hon. M. 
Elphinstone. 

6 •• A Life of Sivajee, obtained from the Koolkurnee of Kol
har~ near Beejapoor. 

7. A History of the Mahrattas, including an account of the 
Kings of Beejapoor, by the Desbpandya of Kuttao Desh. 

When reverting to Moghul history, Khafee Khan continues 
my principal authority. 
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their return to court strongly recommended him 
to the king. 

An expedltion~beirig then projected against the 
Carnatic, Shahjee was nominated second lD com
mand, under his friend Rendoollah Khan; and 
was, at the same time, promised a J agheer in that 
quarter, consisting of the districts of Kolhar, Ban .. 
galore, Ouscotta, Balapoor, and Sera, which were 
afterwards made over to him, "and probably with 
a view of securing him by an interest in dIfferent 
parts of the kingdom, Mohummud AdIl Shah 
conferred on him a royal grant, for the Desh
mookhee of twenty-two villages, in the district of 
Kurar*, the right to which had by some means 
devolved on government. 

Shahjee's ,polItical connection, with his relations, 
the Jadows, Deshmooks of Smdkheir, which had 
never been intimate, was entirely dissolved from 
the time of his quitting the imperial service; and 
Jugdeo Rao Jadow, his wife's uncle, acted on 
the side of toe Moghuls during the war carried on 
ag~nst him. Domestic affairs have great influence 
on the public conduct of Mahrattas; and there 
may have been private reasons for Jugdeo Rao's 
animosity. Shahjee, in the year 1030, marrIed 
into another family, named Mohitey, which was 
resented by Jeejee Bye t, his first wife; and she 
retIred to some of her own relatIons, with whom 
she appears- to have been residing when taken in 
1638. 

... Kurar IS situated thirty miles south of Satara. 
t Bye ~djomed to a woman's name, deSIgnates her being a 

lady. 
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By this lady, the daughter of Lookhjee Jadow 
Rao, Shahjee had two sons: the elder was named 
Sumbhajee, and the younger Sivajee. The elder 
was 'his father's favourite, and accompanied him 
from early infancy; but the younger remained with 
bis mother. Sivajee was born in the fort of Sew
neree·, in the month of May, 16~7; and during 
the turbulent period in which his childhood was 
passed, he had frequently escaped, by his mother's 
vigilance, from falling mto the hands of their Ma
homedan enemIes. It is not known where he 
was concealed when his mother ;was made prisoner; 
but it is probable her release was obtained on the 
plea of her husband's neglect, and the dIsgrace, 
which many of the relations, both Jadows and 
Bhonslays, in th~ Moghul service, would con
ceive, attached to themselves until they had pro
cured her enlargement. 

To the dIsagreement that arose between Sivajee's 
parents, in consequence of the new connection 
formed by Shahjee, and the troubled state of the 
country, we may aSCrIbe the circumstance of Si
vajee's not baving seen his father for a period of 
seven years, or from the year 1630 to 1636, in
clusive. When Shahjee went WIth Morar Punt to 
Beejapoor, Jeejee Bye accompanied him, but only 
remained until the celebration of Sivajee's mar
riage to Suhyee Bye, the daughter of Nimbaikur ; 
after I which event Shahjee set. out upon the Car
nane expedItion, and Sivajee, with his mother, was 
sent to reside at Poona. 

~ It is situated about fifty miles north of POODd. The town 
i.s called Joonere, the fort Sewneree. 
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By Tooka Bye Mohitey,. his second wif~ Shah
jee had one son, Venkajee; he bad, likewise, an 
illegitimate son by a dancing girl whom he named 
Suntajee. 

AU l\fahratta 9fficers of consequence invariably 
retain a number of Bramins in their service, as 
writers and men of business *. Shahjee had a vast 
number of this description, some of whom had 
followed his fortunes, and contributed to his suc
cess at a more prosperous period; and others, who 
had been displaced by the Moghuls on occupying 
the country, now naturally adhered to him, in 
hopes of finding employment and subsistence. 
Among all these, his most confidential men were 
Naroo Punt Hunwuntay, and Dad~ee Konedeo; 
the former he appointed to the management of his 

it- These Bramins, when occupied by ordInary duties, are 
termed Carcoons, or clerks; but when sent on public business, 
on the part of any great man, they are, 10 common with aU 
envoys, styled Wukeels. This remark applIes to Bramm writers 
in the service of an indiVidual, and to subordmate clerks-. 
BramIns at the head of offices, or employed in' partlculdl' de. 
partments of the state, are designated accordmg to the name 
of the office, or situation they hold. Every Mahratta owner of 
land, money, or even of two or three horses, hd his Carcoon, 
who ostenSibly attends to all hIS orders in the most respectful 
manner; but the Carcoon has generally the whole property at 
his disposal. He contrives to lend his master money at usuri
ous mterest, soon runs wm in debt to hImSelf; and the poor 
Mahratta is thus completely in the Bramin's power. But each 
frequently becomes necessary to the other, and many Bramin 
Carcoons in Mahratta families, on very trying OCCasIOns, have 
shewn the most devoted attachment and fidehly to the person 
and interests of thelt masters. . 
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districts in the Carnatic, and the latter had charge 
of his family and J agheer at Poona. 

Dadajee was an able revenue officer, and under 
his superintendence the cultivation was soon im
proved, and the population increased. Further 
scope for his talents was afforded, by the acqui! 
sition of the districts of IndapoOr and Bara
muttee; which, together with several of those mOUD
tain vaIIies near Poona, known ~y thew name of 
Mawuls, were ad .. ded to SJaahj~'s JagheeF, in con
sequence of his eminent servic:s in.the Carn'atic; 
and intrusted to the management OP D:;tdajee- Ko
ned eo ... 

An amb~tion of exte!ldinlr tl!ei; b~unda~e& in. 
the CarnatIc became prevalent, hoth at QQlcondah 
and Beejapoor. These states wer~" at'}>eace, but 
they vied with eaoh othtr in -pursuil}g aggrandise
ment, by ,the easy conquests w hicD tbe

p 
dissensions 

of the petty raja~ in the sout..h afforde,d; without 
refl~cti!lg on th,eir myn precariou~ situation, or 
~eking, in a league of common defence against 
the Moghuls, that sec~rity, which rivalry or jea
lousy had already so much undermined. A s~ep 

towards union was, however, made by the 
~tt·. marriage of the king of Beejapoor to the 

daughter of Kootub Shah, in 1641. 
Mohummud Adil Shah was personally, not a 

warlike p~ince. He seldom quitted the neighbour
hood 'f:lf Beejapoor; and his armies were intrusted 
to his' generals. He improved his capital by the 

7 , 

Mahratta MSS. 
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construction of an aqueduct stIlI in existence, and 
ornamented it with several magnificent buildings." 

The Emperor Shah J ehan, after the peace of 
1636, endeavoured to arrange and improve the 
lately conquered territory. The two governments 
in the Deccan were united, and the prince Au
rungzebe was appointed viceroy; but at this time 
he only remained a very short period, and nothing 
of note was achieved, excepting the conquest of 
Buglana, a great part of which was afterwards 
rehnquished. 

The grand innovation occasioned by the Moghul 
conquests in Maharashtra, under Shah J ehan, was 
the introduction of the revenue system of Todl1r 
Mull, whose name must be familiar to the generality 
of oriental readers as an eminent Hindoo statesman,. 
who,by his financial arrangements, and his regul-
ations in the miiit department, during the reign 
of Akber, had acquired a character of no incon
siderable celebrity. 

In acting on Todur Mull's plan, the lands were, 
in the first instance assessed with reference to their 
fertility, in a proportion varying from one half to 
one seventh of the gross produce, according to the 
expence of culture, or to the description of the 
article cultivated. 'J;he government share was 
then commuted for a money payment; and in 
time, when a measurement, classification, and re .. 
gistry had taken place, the regulated assessment 
was fixed at a fourth of'the whole produce of each 

... Bejapoor MSS. I have enumerated those manuscripts in 
the preceding chapter. 
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field throughout the year"', and thus became the 
permanent rent of the land. Such was the method 
now introduced by Shah, Jehan in ,the districts 
north of the Beema, under the superintendence 
of.; MOOl"shed Kaolee Khan, an able officer who 
wa~ employed for nearly twenty years in its com
pletion. 

The system is kown by the name of Tunkha, an 
appellation derived from the name of the silver coin 
in which Todur Mull collected the revenues, in lieu 
of the Tukha, a copper coin, pr~viously used in 
revenue accounts throughout the empire. t It was 
likewise at this period, (or 1637-88) that the 
Fusslee year was introduced into the Mahratta 
country. 

Dadajee Konedeo~ whose districts adjoined 
those of, the Moghuls, continued the system of 
MuIlik Umber. He levied a proportion of the 
actual produce of each cultivated field, fixing the 
proportlOn every year, or when not collected in 
kind, he substituted a money payment. This 
plan dIffered , from the pennanent land assessment, 
as it was not only variable according to the state of 
the crops, but.the rate'was probably higher in parti
cular instances. It appears, however, to have been 
suited to the state of the country, as the districts 
flourished l and great praIse is invariably bestowed 

• Mr. G1ant's Pol. AnalYSIS. 
t ~h.l\fee Khan. I gIve thiS defimtion as the historIan has 

recorded it; I have no reason to doubt its correctness, but I 
have not found it in any other authOrIty. Vll1age revenue 
accounts, In the Deccan, are to this day, not unfrequentfy, 
stated m Tulhas by the Koolkurnees. 
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on his management. The mountain valhes, or 
mawuls" were inhabited by a Qardy, poor race of 
people, whose industry, exerted at all seasons" 
scarcely procured them subsistence. In the early 
part of Dadajee's -administration, they were m 
more than usuai distress; though armed to defend 
them~lves against wild beasts, they were destitute 
of clothing; and the few miserable huts of which 
their villages were composed, were insufficient to 
cover them from the inclemency of the weather. 
Dadajee endeavQured to amelIorate the condition 
of the Mawulees.. For several years no rent was 
demanded for their lands: a number of them were 
entertamed m his service as peons, to assist in 
collecting the revenue; for which they received ~ 
triflIng sum as pay, and some very course grain as 
subsistence. 

The family of Shahjee continued to lIve under the 
care of Dadajee. TheIr residence was fixed at 
Poona, where Dadajee built a large house for 
Jeejee Bye's accommodatlOn, and gave the son of 
his master such an educatlOn as was proper for a 
person of his birth. Mahrattas seldom can write 
or read; they consider all such learning the business 
of a carcoon, and if not degradmg, at least undig
nified. Sivajee could never write hIS name, but he 
was a good archer and marksman, skilled m the 
use of the spear,and of the various swords and dag
gers common in the Deccan. HIS countrymen 
have always been celebrated for horseman&hip; 
and, in this accomplishment, Slvajee excelled. By 
the care of his guardian, he was fully Instructed in 
all the ceremomes and observances enjoined by the 
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rules of his ~ast; and such parts of the sacred his
tories as are generally known, were explained to 
him. The fabulous exploits detailed in the Mah
abharat, the Ramayan, and the Bhagwut were 
the delight o( Sivajee's youth; and such was his 
partiality for 'Kuthas:lf:, that many years after he 
became famous in the country, he incurred great 
danger in his anxiety to be present during an en
tertainment of that description. 

The religious and natural feelings of a Hindoo 
were strongly implanted in Slvajee, and he early 
imbibed a rooted hatred to the Mahomedans. 
These feelings in part supplied the want of a more 
exalted patriotism; but although they may have 
tended to stimulate his own love of enterprize, he 
did not employ them to animate others, until 
success had taught him to plan new schemes, and 
to apply such powerful and natural auxiliaries in 
their execution. 

His first designs were formed merely with a view 
to personal advantage. From about his six'teenth 
year, he began to associate with persons of lawless 
habits, and to talk of becoming an independent 
Polygar. These circumstances, on being made 
known to his guardian, produced remonstrances; 
and Sivajee was obliged to be more cautious in his 
conversation; he was, however, freguently absent 
in the Concan for several days; and Dadajee 
Konedeo endeavoured to wean him from such ex
c~~lons, by showing him more attention at home, 
and confiding much of the affairs of the Jagheer to 
his superintendence. 

• See page 21 J vol. i., for explanation of this word. 
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There were several carcoons under Dadajee, inti
mate companions of Sivajee, who afterwards be
came his agents and advisers. As he was intrusted 
with a larger share of power, he used to pay and 
receive visits among the respectable Mahrattas' in 
the neighbourhood of Poona; and he obtained ge
neral good-will in that part of the country, by an 
obliging and conciliatory deportment; but, even at 
this time, it was whispered that Shajee's son was a 
sharer in the profits of some extensive gang robbe
ries committed in the Concan. 

Sivajee was always partial to the Mawulees; he 
observed, that although clownish and stupid in ap_ 
pearance, they were active and intelligent in any 
thing to which they had been accustomed, and re· 
markably faithful in situations of trust. He was 
attentive to those in Dadajee's service; they ac
companied him on his excursions, and in hunting; 
and he becalI,le extremely ~opular, not only with 
them, but with the whole of their countrymen in 
the Mawuls. In his visits to these vallies and to 
different parts of the Ghaut-Mahta and Concan, 
he grew familiar with the paths and defiles of that 
wlld tract, where he afterwards established himsel£ 
He had marked the condition of the adjoining 
strong holds, and began to devise schemes for get
ting one of them into his possession .. 

The hill forts 'under all the Mahomedan govern
ments were, generally, much negleCted. Some qf 
the best had, as already mentioned, a K!llidar ap
pointed by the kipg, or some of hiS ministers, and 
when war was expected, a portion of the garrison 
was composed of good troops. At other times, 

VOL. I. K 
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less care seemed necessary, and the generality of 
the forts. were intrnsted ,to the Mokassadars, Au
mildars, Jagheerdars, or Deshmookhs of the dis. 
tricts in which they were situated. 

The reason given for their being seldom garris
oned by Mahomedans was their insalubrity, par
ticularly during the rains; and as they had always 
been reduced with extraordmary facilIty, they were 
not estimated in proportion to their real importance. 
At thi perlOd at whICh we have arrived, the Beeja.
poor government, being at peace With the Mo. 
ghuls, and engaged in plundering, or reducing the 
Carnatic, had removed all their best troops to that 
part of the country. There was no hil1 fort in 
Shahjee's Jagheer, (!ommltted to the care of Da
dajee Konedeo. The strong fort of Kondaneh" 
had a Mahomedan KiIlidar; and Poorundhur was 
under charge of a Bramin, . appointed by Morat: 
Punt. Shahjee's family were on terms of'intimacy 
with both Killidars, particularly N eelkunt Rao 0(

Poorundhur, who was originally under the Nizam 
Shahee government, and had adhered to Shahjee. 

In the Mawuls were three persons with whom 
Sivajee constantly associated; their names were, 
Yes~~ Kunk, Tannajee Maloosray, and Bajee 
Phasalkur. The last was Deshmookii of Moossay 
Khofa;the other two had also some hereditary 
rights among their native hills. These three were 
the first known adherents, and military followers of 
S~v;:tjee. Assisted by them, he held communication 
with .the Killidar of Torna, a hIlI fort exceedingly 

if Now Singurh. • 
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difficult of access, twenty miles south west of Poona, 
at the source of the Neera river; and by means, the 

particulars of which are not known, induced 
~4:: him to give over the place. This event hap
~ pened in the year 1646.- As soon as they 
had got possession, Sivajee, who pretended that he 
was acting for the'advantage of government, sent 
Wukeelsto Beejapoor to represent what hehad done, 
and the many. benefits likely to result to the ~ing 
from having a faithful servant in that sequestered 
part of the country, the value of which had never 
been ascertained, owing to the farming of districts 
to Deshmooks whose interest lay in concealing their 
resources. As a proof of this statement,. he offered 
a much larger rent than had been paid during the 
ten years which that tract had been in possession 
of Beejapoor. ~he answers to these applications 
were put offfrom day to day, which suited Sivajee's 
purpose, as his object was ~merely to gain time. 
His representations were seconded by bribes to the 
courtiers, as usual on such occasions, and for seve .. 
ral years little notice was taken of him. t 

Whilst the Wukeels were thus amusing the go
vernment at Beejapoor, Sivajee was collecting 
Mawulees and strengthening and repairing Torna. 
When digging up some ruins in that fortt, he acci
dentally discovered a large quantity of gold, which 
had been buried at some remote period: a piece 

,. Mahratta MSS. 
t Khafee Khan. Beejapoor MSS. aneJ some c:vidence in 

Mabratta MSS. 
t Mabratta MSS. Sivajee called It Pruchundgurh. I have 

retained the ancient name by which it is stIll known. 
K2 
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of good fortune attnbuted to Po miracle worked 
in' his favour by the goddess Bhowanee, which 
aWorded great support and encouragement in 
prosecuting his plans. Arms and ammunition were 
purchased; anq he resolved on employing the 
money thus bestowed, in building another fort. 
For this purpose he pitched on the Mountain of 
Mhorbudh, three miles south east of Torna, and 

used astonishing exertion in fortifying it. 
1~:;. When finished he gave it the name of 

Rajgurh. 
Duting lts progress, reports of what was gping 

forward from time to time reached Beejapoor; the 
work was forbidden, and. letters were despatched to 
Shahjee in the Carnatic, calling upon him to ac .. 
count for these proceedings: Shahjee replied, that 
his son had not consulted him; but as he himself and 
all his family were devoted servants of the king's go .. 
vernment, Sivajee, without doubt, had been acting 
for the 'improvement or security of the Jagheer. 
Shahjee, at the same time, wrote to Dadajee Kone-

· deo and his son, censuring the procedings of the lat
ter, desiring an ~xplanation, and calling upon him 
to desist. Dadajee Koned,eo, with the deepest inte
rest in his welfare, urged every argument to induce 
Sivajee to abandon his designs; he represented the 
probable ruin, and the certain risk he incurred, by 
such.daring and unjustifiable conduct. He like
wise set forth the great prospects which his father's 
n:i~e and respectability presented, in a faithful ad. 
h'erence to the government of Beejapoor. Sivajee 
answered by fair words; but the old m~n saw that 
his -purpose was unshaken. Infirm by age, worn 



SIVAJEE. 133 

'Out by disease, and ROW a prey ,to anxiety for 
the fate of his master's house, Dadajee did not 
long survive. But just before his death, he sent 
for Sivajee; when so far from dissuading him in his 
accustomed manner, he advised him to prosecute 
his plans of independence; to protect Bramins, 
kine, and cultivators; to preserve the temples of 
the Hindoos from violation; and t~ follow the for
tune which lay before him. After this, having re
commended his family to his young master's care, 
he expired. 

The dying injunctions of Dadajee Konedeo, 
served to confirm Sivajee.in his designs, and gave 
them a sanction in the eyes of the subordinate 
officers of the Jagheer, which must have tended 
materially to raise his character, and perhaps, in 
some degree, to elevate his motives of action. 

He took cbarge of the Jagheer in his father's 
name; but very shortly after, on the arrival of 
messengers from Shahjee to Dadajee Konedeo, 
requiring the payment of some arrears of revenue, 
Sivajee sent them back with news of' his guardian~s 
death; and on this, and several subsequent occa
sions, evaded all payments, till at last he in
formed his father that the expenses of that poor 
country had so much increased, that he must de
pend on his more extensive and fertile possessions' 
in the Carnatic. 

There were two officers in the Jagheer whom it 
was of much consequence to gain or to remove, as 
neither of them, in the first instance, acceded to 
the views of Sivajee: the one, "'Phirungajee N ur
salla, in charge of the fort of Chakun; the other, 

K 3 
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! 

Bajee Mohitey, the brother of Tooka Bye, Shahy 

jee's secon~ wife, manager "of the disthct of Sopa. 
Slvajee's emissanes succeeded in corrupting 

Phuungajee, who tendered his services to their 
master, and was confirmed in the command of 
Chakun. He likewise received charge of the 
reveriue management of the adjoining villages, on 
condItion that he should maintain the system of 
Dadajee Konedeo. 

But a Inore important acquisition than any hi" 
therto made, was obtained by the possession of 
Kondaneh. It was given up by the M ahomedan 
Killiaar for 3: large bribe, and Sivajee changed or 
restored'its name to Singurb, or the lion's den·: 
by which appellation it is still known. 

Bajee Mohltey had three hundred good borses ; 
he occupied Sopa : and thou~h he sent civil answers 
to all messages, he refused to pay the revenue, 
or listen to any overtures unauthorised by Shahjee. 
Sivajee, concealing his approach, surrounded Sopa 
with a party of Mawulees, in the middle of the 
night, surpnsed Bajee Mohitey and his whole party, 
took them prisoners, and sent Mohitey, together 
with all who did not choose to enter his service, 
to join his father in the Carnatic. 

The revenue officers of Baramuttee and lnda. 
poor, whilst nothing 'interrupted the usual routine 
of' affairs, appear to have realized the collections, 
and paid them over at Poona for some time after 

.. 'l'.I;1e literal signification would be hon's Jort" but the bon's 
den was the meaning intended by the name which Sivajee gave 
to Kondaneh ~ sa say the Mahrattas, and it is proved by 
eivajee's own words, as we shall find recorded.. 
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Dadajee Konedeo'$ death, wIthout disputing the 
authority of Shahjee's son; but these districts,! as
well as the Pergunna of Sopa,. wer~ at 11 d\stance 
from the hills, and too much exposed to be always 
maintained by Sivajee. 

The demise C)f the KtUidar of the ;fort pf Poor. -undhur happened about the same time as __ that o( 
DadaJee Konedeo. He left three sops, th~ ~ld!;'!st 
of whom, without confirmation' fJ;om Beejapoor, 
assumed command of the garrison" The two 
younger sons claimed an equal right to cOJIlmand, 
jointly with their brother, apd t~ share in the 
profits of some fields and pasture . lands attached 
to the fort. They wished &ivajee tq assist iQ ·ar ... 
bltrating their differences: and h~ t90k a liveJy in~ 
teres~ in their affairs, secretly supporting ..the 
y9unger brQthers • 

. \VhIlst these dispute~ were pendlPg~ Sivajee, at 
a fit time, giving out that he was oJ). his .ropte- .to· 
w.ards Sopa., en~amped ullder Pooful1dh;uf, ,and 
was, as he had hoped, h:lvite4 intQ the fott with.a 
few attendants. Wh~n the eldest of Jh~ three- had 
retired to rest, Slvajee, in conversatio?i with the 
other two, represented, th;lt the best expedient fOt: 
jnducing their brother to submit.. to a fair arbi,. 
tration" .was to make him prisoner; to which the 
young men eagerly acceded. Sivajee, on pretence 
of granting them means of completely overawing 
every attempt at resistance, despatched a messenger 
to his troops below, and long before morning had 
a 'band of Mawulees in possessio~ of the upper 
and lower forts, the eldest brother a prisonerJ and 
the two younger, with the whole garrison, com4 

K4 
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pletely in his power. Sivajee attempted to excuse 
this treachery, by avowing his designs of inde
pendence; and, although he removed the whole 
from Poorundhur, he had the address to reconcile 

I 

them by grants of Enam villages, and to persuade 
all the brothers to enter his service; jn which they 
afterwards attained some distinction. 

All these acquisitions were made without stir 
or bloodshed; the government districts were not 
molested. Mohummud Adil Shah was building 
palaces and mausoleums, or intent on acquisitio,ns 
in the Carnatic; and the irregularities in the Jag
heer of Shahjee, if fully known, were not deemed 
of magnitude, whilst the J agheerdar himself was 
in the power of the king. 

Thus did Sivajee obtain possession of the tract 
between Chakun and the N eera; and the manner 
in which he established' himself, watching and 
crouching like the wily tiger of his own mountain 
vallies, until he had stolen into a situatibnfrom 
whence he could at once spring on his prey, ac
counts both for the difficulty found in tracing his 
early rise, and the astonishing rapidity with which 
he extended 'his power, when his progress had 
attracted notice, and longer concealment was im
possible., 
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CHAP. IV. 

FROM A. D. 1648, TO A. D. 1657. 

Local authonties under the BePJapoor go'Oernment, in the imme
diate neighbourhood r.!f S,ro~ee. - The Sawunf8 W Waree.
The Seedee 01 Ji"jeerfI. -A daritlg ro~ber9' - Forts taken lJ9 
surprise. - The pro'Oince tff Kallwn 'reduced. - SbakJee 
seized. - S''Onjee applIeS to Shah Jehan for Ais enlargemenf_ 
- An attempt to seize Sz'OaJee-frustrated. - SkakJee released, 
- returns to the Camatie;- his eldest son SumMaJee kzlled. 
Progress WSiroajee.-Murtler Wthe R~a ifJowlee, and con
fued W his countT?J. - RoMr4 escaladed. - Perlabgurh iJuilt. 
- SkamraJe Punt tbe first Mahratta Peishwa.- Siro~ee'$ 
'Diet.os on the Moghul dIStricts. - History rif tke Moghuls in 
tke Decctm since 1636.-Meer Joomleh. - Moghuls attack 
Golcotldah,-malce war on Bee;apoor. - Shah Jehan's Ulness, 
- hu four sons, - all aspire to the crown. - Aurungzebe'$ 
ckaracter and progress; - usurps Ike throne. 

THE detai1s contained in the foregoing chapters. 
have probably enabled the reader to form a suffici. 
ently clear idea of the state of the Deccan,. so far 
~ relates to the different gr~at powers which di. 
vided it; but, for the sake of perspicuity in what 
follows, it is necessary to offer 3. few remarks re
specting the various local authorities under the 
:}3eejapoor government, in the immediate neigh. 
bourhood of the tract occupied by Sivajee. 

The south bank of the N eera., as far east 
tii4»S. as Seerwul, and as far south as the range of 

hills north of the Kistna, was farmed by the 
hereditary Deshmookh of Hurdus Mawu), nam~d 
Bandal; and the fort of Rohira was committed to 
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his 'Care. Having early entertained a jealousy of 
SlVajee, he kept up a strong garrison, and carefully 
watched the country adjoining Poorundhur. The 
Deshmookh was a Mahtatta, but the Deshpandya 
was a Purbboo (or Purvoe), a. tribe of the Shunk
erjatee, to whom Sivajee was always partial. 

Waee was the station of a Mokassadar of gov
ernment who had 'charge of Pandoogurh" KUIrl
mulgurh, and several -other forts in that neigh
bOlirhootL 

Chunder Rao Moray, Raja of Jowlee, was in pos
session of the Ghaut-Mahta from the Kistna to the 
Warna. 

The Kolapoor" district, with the strong fort .of 
Pan alIa, was under a Mahratta officer appomted 
by government. 

The ancient possessions of the Beejapoor state 
in the Concan, were held in J agheer, or farmed to 
the hereditary Deshmookhs, with the exception of 
the sea ports of Dabul, Anjenweel, Ratnaguuy 7 

and Rajapoor,which, with their dependent districts, 
were lleld by government officers. The principal 
hereditary chiefs were the Sawunts of' Waree; they 
were Deshmookhs and ;I agheerdars of the strong 
tract adjoining the Portugu~se territory at Goa, 
and -their harbours were the resort of pirates, early 
known by the name of Koolees. Next in conse
quence to the Sawunts, were the Dulwey~ of Sring
arpoo~iwho, from occupying an unfrequented tract, 
were, : like the Raja ot:Jowlee, nearly in dependant . 

. Tile province of Kalhannee1 fhrmerly belonging 
to the kings-'of ':Ahmednugur, and ceded to Beej
apoor by the treaty of 1636,. was principally con

~1 
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tided to two authorities; the northern part of it, 
extending fromBheemree (or Bhewndy) to Nagotna 
(or Nagathanna) was under a respectable Mahome. 
dan officer appointed by the king, -and stationed at 
the tpwn of Ka1lian Bheemree. He had an exten. 
sive charge, comprehending several strong forts 
both above and below the Ghauts; but these forts, 
from the causes we have endeavoured t() explain, 
were much neglected. The sOuthern part of the 
province was held in Jagheer, by an Abyssinian·; 
the condition of his tenure, as far as- can be ascer· 
taine~ was the maintenance of a marine for the 
protection of the trade, and conveying pilgrims to 
the Red Sea. His possessions were not considered 
hereditary, but were conferred on the most de
serving Abyssinian officer of the :Beet, and the 
chief so selected was styled W uzeer. The crews 
of his vessels were in part composed of his country
men; and a small African colony was thus formed 
in the ~oncan. The great maritime depOt was the 
harbour of Dhunda Rajepoor, in the middle of. 
which stands the small fortified island of Jinjeera. t 
In the vulgar language of the neccan~ all natives 
of Africa are termed Seedees. The name of the 
principal Abyssinian, at this time, was Futih Khan, . 

... It is not exactly known at what period the power of his 
predecessors commenced; but Hubush Khan, and Seedee 
Umber, were Abyssinian admirals of the Nizam Shahee fleet. 
during the time or Mullik UqJber; and an Abyssinian offiCe\" 
named Seedee Bulbul was at that time in command of ~. 
Beejapoor MSS. 

t Jinjeera, the name by which the place is known in the 
Deccan, is the Mahratta corruption of the Atabic word Juzee. 
Tall, an island. 
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commonly styled the Seedee *, an appellation as .. 
sumed by the chief and his successors, by which 
they have been best known to Europeans. The 
Seedee had charge of several forts, amongst which 
were Tala, Gossala, and Rairee; they were all in
trusted to the care of'Mahrattas. t 

Thus much being premised, we return to Sivajee, 
who was secretly, but actively, employed in very 
extensive plans, in prosecution 1)f which, he was 
himself busy in collecting and arming Mawulees, 
whilst some of his Bramins were detached into the 
Concan; to gain intelligence and forward his views 
in that quarter. 

Having heard that a large treasure was forward. 
ed to court by Moolana Ahmed, governor of 
Kallian, Sivajee put himself at the head of three 
hundred horse, taken at Sopa, now mounted with_ 
Bargeers on whom he could depend, and, accom
panied by a party of Mawulees, he attackeq and 
dispersed the escort, divided the treasure amongst 
the horsemen, and conveyed it with all eKpedition 
to Rajgurh. This daring robbery completely un
masked hi& designs; but the news had scarcely 
reached the capital, before it was known that 
Sivajee.had surprised and taken the forts of Kan .. 
gooree, Toong, Tikona, Bhoorup, Koaree, Loghur, 

,. Seedee, when assumed by Africans themselves, has an 
honorab,e import, being a mod~fication of the Arabic word 
8!Jud, 'a ~~rd; but, in the common acceptation, it is rather an 
appellation of reproach than of distinctIon. 

t Khafee Khan, Orme, and a loose traditionary Persian MS. 
procured from the collector and magistrate of 'the southern 
Concan. 
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and Rajmachee.· Tala, Gossala, and.. the strong 
hill of Rairee, were given up to his 'emissaries: 
several rich towns were plundered in the Concan; 
and the booty with great regularity conveyed by 
the Mawulees to Rajgurh. 

But this was not the extent of his designs; or of 
his success. Abajee Sonedeo, one of the Bramins, 
educated by Dadajee Konedeo, who had already 
distinguished himself as muc!t by his boldness as 
by his address, pusbed on to Kallian, surprised the 
governor, took him prisoner, and procured the sur~ 
render of all the forts in that quarter. 

As soon as Sivajee received tllis joyful intellI
gence, which exceeded his expectations, he hasten
ed to Kallian, and, bestowing the highest encomium 
on Abajee Sonedeo, appointed him Soobehdar, or 
governor of the country comprised in this impor-

~ The manner of surprising these forts is not satisfactorUy 
explained; but a tradltion~ry account of one of Sivajee's 
exploits, suggested a hke attempt by a body of insurgents i. 
the Concan-Ghaut-Mahta, who took up arms against the Peish .. 
wa's government, in modern times, durmg the admimstratlOn 
of Trimbukjee Dainglia. It was usual for the villagers, in tlte 
vicimty of the ruil-forts, to contribute a 'quantity of leaves and 
grass for the purpose of thatching the houses in the fort, a 
pracbce sai4 to have prevailed from before the time of Sivajee-. 
The insurgents havmg corrupted one or two persons of the 
garrison, a party of them, each loaded With a bundle of grass, 
having his arms concealed below it, appeared at the gate in the 
dress of villagers, to deposit, as they pretended, the annual 
supply; and admittance being thu~ gained, they surprised the 
garrIson, and possessed themselves of the place. The fort 
was Pruchectgurh, and the circumstance wIll be. alluded to in 
its proper place; it is only mentlOned bere as a stratagem, the 
original merit of which is ascribed t~ Sivajee. 
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tant acquisition. No time was lost in commencing 
revenue arrangements. Ancient Institutions were 
revived wherever a trace of them could be found; 
and all endowments to temples, or assignments to 
Bramins were carefully restored or maintained. As 
the Seed~e was a formidable neighbour, Sivajee, to 
secure the hold already obtained on his Jagheer, 
gave orders for building two forts, Beerwaree, near 
Gossala, and Linganah, near Rairee. 

Moolana Ahmed, made prisoner by Abajee Son. 
edeo, was treated by Sivajee with the- utmost re .. 
spect ; and, being honourably dismissed,he returned 
to court. The news of his capture, ~nd the surren
derof th~ forts, had arrlved before him, and a1though 
permitted to pay his respects to the king, be was 
not reinstated in any place of trust or emolument. 

Sivajee's rebellio,n, in consequence.of the repor~ 
of Moo lana Ahmed, began to cr~ate general anxiety 
at Beejapoor i ~ut Mohummud Awl Shah, im
pressed with an idea of its being secretly incited 
by Shahjee, took no active measures to suppress it 
by force. The power of Shahjee in the Carnatic, 
which had greatly increased by his being left as 
provincial governor, on the return of Rendoollab 
Khan to court, may have tended to occasion such 
a suspicion, strengthened also by th~ circumstance 
of its having begun in his Jagheer, and spread over 
a province where his power had so lately...been sup
pressed. • 

Tlie,king, therefore, sent private orders to Bajee 
Ghoreparay of lloodhole, then s~rving in the sam~ 

*' Mahratta MSS. Khafee Khan, Beejapoor MS. and tradi. 
tlOn. 
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part of the country with Shahjee, to seize and con
nne him. This object Ghorepuray effected by 
treachery: he invited Shahjee to an entertainment, 
and made him prisoner. 

On being brought to court, Shahjee was 
~:9. urged to suppress his son's rebellion; for 

which purpose freedom. of correspondence 
was allowed between them. Shahjee persisted in 
declaring that he was unconne<;,ted with his son; 
that Sivajee was a~ much in rebellion against him 
as against the king's government; and recom
mended his being reduced to obedience by force 
of arms. Nothing he urged could convince- Mo
hummud Adil Shah of his innocence; and, being 
enraged at his supposed contumacy, he ordered 
ShahJee to be confined in a s~one dungeon, the 
door of which was built up, except a small open
ing; and he was told, that if within a certain 
period his son did not submit, the aperture should
be for ever closed. 

Sivajee, when he heard of the imprisonment and 
danger which threatened his father, is said to have 
entertained thoughts of submitting; but if he ever 
seriously intended to adopt such a plan, it was 
overruled by the opinion of his wife, Sahyee Bye, 
who represented that he had a better chance of 
effecting Shahjee's liberty by maintaining his pre
sent power, than by trusting to the mercy of a go:' 
vemment notoriously treacherous. :f< 

The alternative which Sivajee adopted, developes 
a principal feature of his early policy. He had 

• Mahratta MSS. 
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hitherto carefully refrained fh~m molesting the 
subjects or territory of the emperor, probably from 
an opinion of'the great power of the Moghuls, 
and from a design he appears to have contemplated, 
of' throwing himself on the impenal protection in 
case of being pushed to extremity by the govern
ment of' Beejapoor. 

He accordmgly, at this time, entered into cor
respondence WIth Shah J ehan, for the purpose of 
procuring his father's enlargement. The proposals 
made by Sivajee are not known, but the emperor 
agreed to forgive the former mIsconduct of Shah
jee, to admit him into the imperial servj.ce, and 
to give Sivajee a munsub of five thousand hors,e.'" 

It is probable that the emperor's influence, and 
the friendship of Morar Puntt, were the ,means of 
saving Shahjee from a cruel death. JIe was, re
leased.from his dungeon on giving security; but 
he was kept a prison~r at large, in Beejapoor, for 
four years. t 

Sivajee, whose immediate object was ef
~:o. fected by his father's reprieve, I artfUlly con. 

trived to ,keep his proposal of entering the 
Moghul service in al). unsettled state, by pref~rring 
a c1:p,m. on the part of his father, or himself, to the 
Deshmobkhs' dues in the Joonere and A~mednugur' 

'" Original letters of the emperor Shah Jehan to Sivajee. 
t Colonel WIlks says Rendoollah Khan. HIS ~ame in Mah. 

ratta MSS. is certainly ~ways mentioned with Morar Punt's, 
but .Rendoollah Khan died in 1648, as appears on hIS tomb. 
He had -8 son or relation w,bo )lad the same title; but he never 
attained' Bufficie~t rank or irUluence to have obtained Shahjee's 
release. 

t Mabratta MSS. 
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districts, to which he pretended they had an here
ditary right. Sivaj~e.'s agent, who went to Agra 
with this ostensible purpose, did not, as was pro
bably foreseen, succeed in obtaining a promise of 
the Deshmookhee; but he brought back a letter 
from Shah J ehan, promising that the claim should 
be taken into consideration upon Sivajee's arrival 
at court.· 

During the four years' Shahjee was de
A.D. tained at Beejapoor, Sivajee, [apprehensive, 
l:Jo perhaps, for his father's safety, committed 
1652. few aggressions, and the king was, pro-

bably, deterred from sending a force against 
him, lest it should induce Sivajee to give up the 
country to the :Moghuls, which the emperor had 
sufficient excuse for receiving, on account of arrears 
of tribute. In this interval, a feeble attempt was 
made to seize Sivajee's person. It was undertaken 
by a Hindoo named Bajee Shamraje. Sivajee fre
quently resided at the town of Mhar in the Con
can; and the party of Shamraje, passing through 
the territory of Chunder Rao Moray, lurked, a..bout: 
the Phar Ghaut until an opportunity should offer; 
but Sivajee anticipated the surprise, attacked the 
party, near the bottom of the Ghaut, and drove 
them in great panic to seek safety in the jungles.. t 

• Original letter from Shah Jehan. The original letters, from 
Shah Jehan and Arungzebe, to Sivajee, are in the possessiOil 
ef the Raja of Satan. COpies of t.hem are lodged with the 
Literary Society or Bombay. 

t Mahratta MSS. 

VOL. I. L 
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Sbahjee had, in vain, endeavoured by 
1~5~: every means to obtain permission to return 

to his Jagheer in the Carnatic, when" at 
last, the great disturbances which became pre
valent in that quarter, induced -the king to listen 
to recommendations in his favour. Previously, 
however, to granting his complete enlargement, 
ShahJee was bound down by solemn engagements 
to refrain from molesting the Jagheerdar of Mood. 
hole; and, in order to induce both parties to bury 
what had passed in oblivion, Mohummud Adil 
Shah made them e:xchange their hereditary rights 
and enams as Deshmookhs, Shahjee giving those 
he had received In the districts of Kurar, and 
Bajee Ghorepuray what he possessed in the Car .. 
natico· 

This agreement, however, was not acted upon; 
and the first use Shahjee made of his liberty was 
to write to, Sivajee, "If you are my SOD, punish 
Bajee Ghorepuray of Moodhole ;" an emphatic in .. 
junction to vengeance, which Sivajee, at a fit 
time, carried into terrible execution. 

On his return to the Carnatic, Shahjee 
t65~·. found that the accounts of the disturbed 

state of the country were not exaggerated ; 
every petty chief endeavoured to strengthen him .. 
self, and weaken his neighbour, by plunder and ex
action •. flis own Jagheer had been subject to de-

. pr'edations; and he sent his eldest son Sumb~ajee, 
to punish. one of these aggressions on the part of 

• Copy of the origmal jnstruDlent, and Mahratta MSS. 
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the Killidar nf Kanikgeeree. On this service Sum. 
bhajee was 'killed, and his detachment defeated. 
Sbabjee afterwards took Kanikgeeree by assault, 
and avenged his death; but ~be loss of Sumbhajee 
was a source of much affliction; :and the event 
was f0110wed by the demise of his principal agent 
in the Carnatic, Naroo Punt Hunwuntay, a Bra
min, educated in the school I of Mullik Umber, 
who had served Shahjee for many years. HIS 

place was fortunately well supphed by his son, 
Rugonath N arrain, a person of considerable talent, 
whom we shall have occasion to notice at a future 
period. Disturbances became more and more pre
valent in the Carnatic, ~d quite diverted the at.. 
tention of the Beejapoor government from Sivajee ; 
but no sooner was his father released, than he 
begap. to devise new schemes for ,possessing him· 
self of the_whole Ghaut.Mahta, and the remainder 
of the Concan.. 

He had, in 'vai~ attempted to induce the 
{6;5. Raja of Jowlee to nnite with him against the 

Beejapoor government; Chun4er Raa, 
altho~gh he carried on no war against Sivajee, 
and. received all his messengers. with civility, .. re
fused. to. join in rebellion against the king. The 
permission granted to : Sllamraje's party to pass 
through his,country, and the aid which he.was'said 
to have given rum, afforded Sivajee excuse ,for hos .. 
tihty; but the Raja was too powerful to be -openly 
attacked with any J certalUl prospeci of success; .he 
had ,a strong body of' infantr~ of nearly the same 
description as Sivajee's Mawulees; his two sons, 
his brother. and his minister" Himmut Rao, were 

~ 

L2 
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all esteemed good soldiers; nor did there appeat 
any means by which Sivajee could create a division 
among them. 
, Under these circumstances, Sivajee, who had 
held his troops in a state of preparation for some 
time, sent two agents, a Bramin and a Mahratta, 
the former named Ragoo aBullal, the latter Sumb. 
hajee Cowajee, for the purpose of gaining correct 
intelligence of the situation and strength of the 
principal places, but ostensibly with a design of 
contracting a marriage between Sivajee and the 
daughter of Chunder Rao. 

Ragoo B~llal, with his companion, proceeded to 
J owlee, attended by twenty five Mawulees. They 
were courteously received, and had several inter
views with Chunder Rao, the particulars of which 
are not mentioned, but Ragoo Bullal seeing the 
Raja totally off his guard, formed the detestible 
plan of assassinating him and his brother, to which 
Stimbhajee Cowajee readily acceded. He wrote to 
Sivajee communicating his intention, which was 
approved, and in order to support it, troops were 
secretly sent up the Ghauts, whilst Sivajee, pretend
ing to be otherwise engaged, proceeded from Raj
gurh to Poorundhur. From the latter place he 
made a night-march to Mahabyllisur, at the source 
of the Kistna, where he joined his troops assem
bled in the neighbouring jungles. Ragoo Bullal, 
on finding that the preparations were completed, 
i~o~ an opportunity of demanding a private con
ference with the Raja and his brother, when he 
stabbed the former to the heart, and the latter was. 
despatched by SU1l\bhajee Cowajee. Their attend. 



ESCALADE OF ROHIRA. 149 

ants being previously ready, the assassiIls instantly 
fled, and darting into the thIck jungles, whIch 
,every where surrounded the place, they soon met 
Sivajee, who, according to appointment, was ad. 
vancing to their support. 

Before the consternation caused by this atr~c~olJ.s 
deed had subsided, Jowlee was attacked on ~all 

. sides; but the troops headed bY.the Raja's sons and 
Himmut Rao, notwithstanding the surprise, made 
a brave resistance until Himmut Rao fell, and the 
sons were made prisoners. 

Sivajee lost no time in securing the possessions of 
the late ·Chunder Rao, which was effected in a 
very short period. The capture of the strong fott 
of Was sot a ., and the submission of Sewtur Khora, 
completed the conquest of Jowlee. 

The sons of Chunder Rao, who remained prIson. 
ers, were subsequently condemned to death, fm. 

,maintaining a secret correspondence wIth the Beej
apoor government; but the date of their execution 
has not been satisfactorily ascertained. Sivaje:e 
followed up this conquest by surprising Rohira, 
which he escaladed in the night, at the head of his 
Mawulees; Bandal, the Deshmookh, who waS in 

,the fort at the time, stood to his arms on the first 
moment of alarm; and although greatly outnum
bered, his men dId not submit until he was killed. 
At the head of them was Bajee Purvoe, the Desl:\
pandya; Sivajee treated him wIth generosity, re-

.c6ved him with great kindness, and confirmed hiin 
in all his hereditary posseSSIOns. He had relations 

t 

• Sivajee called it Wujrgurb, a name which It has not re· 
tamed. 
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with, Sivajee, and afterwards agreed to follow the 
fortunes of his GPnqueror; the command of a con
s~derable body of infantry was conferred upon him; 
and he ~aintain~d his character for bravery and 
fidelity to the last. 

To secure access- to his possessions on 
t6~: the banks of the Neera and Quyna, and t() 

attengthen the defences of the Phar Ghaut~ 
Sivaj~e pitched upon a high rock, near the source of 
the Kistna, on which he resolved, tc> erect ;mother 
fort. The execution of the design was intrusted to a 
Deshist Bramin, named Moro Trimmul Pingley, 
who had been appointed a short time before, to com
mand the fort of Poorundhur. This man l when very 
young, ,accompanied his father, then jn the service 
~f Shahjee, to the Catpatic, whence· he returned 
to the Mahratta country about ,the year 1653, and 
shortly aftel' joined Sivajee~ The able manner in 
which he executed every thing intrusted to him, 
soon gained him the confidence of his m~ster, and 
t4e erection of Pertabg~~, the name given to the 
llew fort. confi~e favourable opinion enter
tained of him. 

The 'principal minister of'Sivajee, at. this period, 
was a Bramin, .named Shamraje. Pun4, whom he 
now dignified with'the title of .Peishwa '; and, as is 
.common amongst Mahrattas,. with 'persons, filling 
such a high civil station, he lIkewise .held a con
s~denible' military' command. 

Hltherto, Sivajee had confined his.. usurp
t6:i. ations and ravages to ,the. Beejapoor ~er-

1'itary; but, become more daring by Im
punity, and invited by Circumstances, he ven-



A\IR\INGZEBE. 151 

tured to depart from his original policy, and to 
extend his depredations to the imperi~ districts. 
To explain the motives which actuated him, we 
must revert to the proceedings of the Moghuls. 

Since the peace of 1636, they had held 
(1636.) undIsturbed possession of their conquests 

in the Deccan, and had been laudably em
ployed in improving these acquisitions. 

The prince Aurungzebe, after an expedition 
~~st Kandahar, was appointed viceroy of the Dec

can for the second time, in the year 1650, 
(1650.) and for several years abated nothing of the 

active measures which had been adopted 
for fixing equitable. assessments, and affording pro
tection to travellers and merchants. He established 
the seat of government at Ml111ik Umber's town 
of Khirkee, which, after his own name, he called 
Aurungabad..* But, however capable of civil 
government, Aurungzebe was early habituated to 
the interest which is generally excited in the human 
mind by having once acted as a leader in war; 

and in the year 1655, he readily seIzed an 
(1655.) opportunity of fomenting dIssensions at tlle 

neighbouring court of Golcondah, with the 
hope of involving the emperor in the dISpute. 
At this period, the prime minister of Kootub 
Shah was the celebrated Meer J oomleh ; he 
had attained that situatIOn by his ability and 
his wealth; but he had considerable influence,. 
and was held in very general esteem at every Ma.. 
homedan court in Asia. He was originally a dia.. 

• Futih Khan had before changed the name to Fuuhn0sur. 
which it dld not retatn. Beejapool' MS. 

L 4 
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mond merchant, and his occupation brought him 
acquainted with princes and their countries. His 
talents, his riches, and the extent of his dealings, 
had made him familiarly known at the imperial 
court, long before he rose to be vizier at Gol
condah. 

His son, Mohummud Amin, was dissolute, but 
he possessed his father's confidence. This youth, 
having been guilty of some disrespect to the per
son, or authority of Abdoollah Kootub Shah, the 
latter thought tit to punish him. This treatment 
being resented by Meer Joomleb, altercation arose 
between him and the king, which, at ,length, ,led 
to a formal petition, on the part of the former, for 
the emperor's protection. The application being 
warmly seconded by Anrungzebe, la~d tlle found
ation of that friendship .between him. and Meer 
JoomIeh, which greatly co.ptributed to Aurung~ 
zebe's elevation. 

Shah Jehan espoused the cause of Meet Joomleh 
as ardently ali Aurungzebe could have desired, and 
addressed an imperiolls letter to Kootub Shah on 
the subject. The king, exasperated by this in
terference, tluew MQhummud Amin into prison, 
and sequestrated his fathel"S property.! Such a 
proceeding, exaggerated by the colouring which 
Aurungzebe gave to it, collid nat fail to rOuse the 
anger of Shah 'Jehan, and he immediately deter. 
mined on enforcing compliance with the orders he 
llad'sent in favour of Meer Joomleh. A choleric 
despot is prOlnpt in his comm~nds: Aurungzebe 
was ordered, to prepare hils army, to demand the 
release of l\Iohummud Amin, ~d '~atisfaction to 
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Jrleer Joomleh. Irr case of refusal, he was directed 
to invade the territory of Golcondab. 

As the king would not acknowledge the em· 
peror's right of interference, Aurungzebe, on his 
rejecting the mandate, without any declaration of 
war, sent forward his eldest son, Sultan :?fohum
.mud, with a considerable force, on pretence of 
passing Hyderabad, on the route to Bengal, whither 
it was .given out, he was proceeding to eSPQuse his 
,cousin the daughter of Sultan \Shuja. Aurllng
zebe followed with the main army. 

Abdoollah Kootub Shah did not discover the ar
tifice until the young prince appeared as an enemy 
at his gates;, when he solicited succour from his 
neighbours, and made concessions fD the ~Ioghuls, 
in the same breath. The citadel was attacked, and 
the town of H yderabad plundered of great riches; 
the advancing succours were intercepted, and the 
.king reduced to the greatest distress. 

Shah J ehan, the first ebullition of his, anger 
being subsided, began to repent, of his hasty orders. 
Fresh instructiOBS "\'rere despatched to Aurungzebe, 
desiring him to accept of r~'\Sonable concessions 
from Abdoollah Kootub Shah, and not to proceed 
to extremities; but Aurungzebe would not re
linquish- the advantage which his'Successful surprise 
had established, until he had extorted the most 
humiliating submission. 

The king of Golcpnda!l had, in the first in
stance, on the prince's, arrival, released Mohum~ 
mud Amin, and restored his fa;ther's property. He' 
was now compelled to give his daughter in mar
riage to Sultan l\fohum~ud, and to pay up all 31"-



15.4 HISTORY OF THE MABRATTAS. 

tears .of tribute, fixed by Aurungzebe, at the 
/annual sum of one crore of rupees; but Shah 
Jehan, ;in confirming these proceedings, remitted 

\ twenty lacks of' the amount. 
Meer·Joomleh and Aurungzebe concur

(1656.) red in their ideas of the facility and expe-
diency of reducing the kingdoms of Beej.. 

apoor and Golcondah into provinces of the Moghul 
empire, and of spreading their conquests over the 
whole peninsula; but Aurungzebe pretended to 
be actuated more by: the' hope ofrpropagating the 
Mahomedan faith in that region of id01atry, than 
swayed by a desire of possessing its resources. 
Meer J oomleb having been invited to. the imperial 
court, was shortly after raised to the rank of vizier, 
and took every opportunity of urging the fitness 
of a plan, in which both. he and Aurungzebe, 
probably calculated their own' future advantage .. 
A very short period had elapsed when an event oc· 
curred, which drew the emperor partially to ac
cede to their schemes of conquest, and induced 
him to authorise a war. This was the death of 
Mohummud Adil Shah, who, after a lingering ill
ness, expired at Beejapoor, 4th November, 1656.-

The deceased king, although his tribute was not 
paid with regularity, had; since the peace of 1636, 
cultivated a good understanding with Shah J ehan, 
whom he courted through the influence .of his 
elde~t and favorite son, Dara Shekoh. This pro
ceeding, in consequence of a secret jealousy be
tween the brothers, drew upon Beejapoor, inde-

• * Beejapoor MSS. 
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pendent of its being an object of his ambition, the 
personal enmity of Aurungzebe. 

Mohummud Adil Shah was succeeded by his 
son. Sultan Ali Adil Shah the IL; who, jmme
diately after his, father's death, mounted the throne 
of 1}eejapopr~ in the nin~teenth year of his age. 
The ,resour~es of his kingdom were still consider
able i he had ~ large ,treasury,. a. fertile country, 
.and his army, .had it be~n properly 'Concentrated, r 

was powerful. The troops, however, were greatly 
divided, and larg~ bodies of them, were then em
ployed in reducing the xef(actory Zumeendars in l 
the Carnatic. • 

As the throne Wfl,S filled without complimentary 
reference, or the observance of fUly homage to 
which the emperor pretended a right ,of claim, 
agreeably, as he maintained, to an admisson on the 
part of Mohummud AM Shah, it w,as, given out by 
the Moghul~ that Ali Adil Shah was not the son 
.of the late king, and, that the emperor J;DUSt. nomi
nate a successor. The ,same circumstance is 'no
ticed in the works of contempor~ry European tra
vellers t; b:qt probably obtail.1ed from Moghul 
reports of that periop, ~ as nothing of the kmd is 
alluded to in any 9f the Beejapoor writings, or in 
Mahratta manuscripts. This1war, onthe part of the 
Moghuls,. appears to have been mOl~ completely 
destitute of apology thap. is commonly found, even 

'* Beejapoor MS. 
t Tavernier. Bernier. It is perhaps the 'Same vulgar story, 

whlch Fryer re1lltes regarding the son of Ali Add Shah, and 
probably equally unfoullded. See Fryer, p. 169. 
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in the unprincipled transactions of Asiatic govern
ments. 

Meer Joomleh, by the emperor's express appoint
-ment, and for a cause hereafter explained, was at 
the head of the army destined for the reduction of 
Beejapoor, in which Aurungzebe was only second 
in command. But Aurungzebe and Meer Joom-' 
.feh had a secret understanding; the authority of 
the latter was nominal, that of the former su
preme. 

On the unexpected approach of the Moghuls, 
hasty preparations were made by the court ~f Bee
japooq but no army could be assembled sufficient 
to cope with them in the field. Strong garrisons 
'were, therefore, thrown into the frontier places ex
pected. to be invested, whilst, in order to succour 
them with such horse as were. in readiness, Khan 
Mohummud, the principal general, and several 
Mahomedan offit:ers of note, took the field with all 
expedition. Shirzee Rao Ghatgay, Bajee Ghore
'puray, Nimbalkur, and other Mahratta Jagheerdars 
promptly joined him with their troops~ • 

Aurungzebe was prepared to advance by 
t6:';. the month of March 16"7, and proceeded 

towards the frontier of the Beejapoor ter
litory by the eastern route. The fort of Kallian 
was reduced almost immediately, and Beder, the 
garrison on which most dependence was placed, 
fe~ ,1;<;> the Moghuls in one day, owing, it is said" to 
an accidental explosion of the principal magazine. 

• 13eejapoor MS. -
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Aurungzebe· was greatly elated by ~his unexpected 
success; and his progress was expedited by every 
possible exertion. Kulburga was carried by as
sault, ,and no time was lost in pros~cuting his 
march. The attack of the llOrse, who now began 
to annoy him, presented greater obstacles than any 
he bad yet experienced; but he succeeded in cor
rupting Khan Mohummud, the prime minister and 
general of Beejapoor, who shamefully neglected. 
every opportunity by whIch' he might have imped
ed the march of the Moghuls. t 

Some of the officers continued to exert them
selves until they had suffered by an entire want of 
support, when the road was left open for Aurung .. 
zebe, by whom the capital was invested before, 
the inhabitants had leisure to make their usual pre
parations of destroying the water, and bringing the, 
forage, from the neighbourhood, within the gates. 

The siege was pressed with great '\j.gour, and the 
king sued for peace in the most humb1e manner, 
offering to pay down one crote of rupees, and to 
make any sacrifice demanded; bllt Aurungzebe. 
was aiming at nothing short of the complete re
duction of the place, when an event occurred which 
sllddenly obliged him to change his resolution. 
This circumstance was the supposed mortal. illness 

* In a letter to Sivajee he thus announces it: "The lort or 
Beder, which is accounted Impregnable, and which is the key to, 
the conquest of the Deccan and Carnatic. has been captured 
by me in one day, both fort and town, whlch was scarcely to 
have been expected without ODe year's fighting." Origmal 
letter from Aurungzebe..to Slvajee, 

t BeeJ8poor MS., . 
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of the emperor" l].ews of W;hich, at this important 
moment, reached Aurungzebe, hlJ.ving been private .. 
ly despatched by his sister ,Roshunara Begum. 

Shah J ehan had four sons,' Dara Shekoh, then 
with his father at Agra, Sultan Shuja, viceroy of 
Bengal, Aurungzebe employed as' we have seen~ 
and Sultan Moraud, governor of' Guzerat. As all 
the sons aspired to- the Crown, each of them now 
assembled an army to assert his pretensions. Dara 
Shekoh, as soon as his father's life was in danger, 
assumed the entire powers of the state; but he had 
previously been vested with great authority. To 
his influence was ascribed the order which obliged 
Aurungzebe to desist from the siege ofGolcondah, 
and also the appointment of Meer Joomleh over 
his brother to the command of ,the ,army, at this 
time employed against Beejapoor. He was jea ... 
lous of all his brothers, ,but he dreaded Aurung
zebe. His apprehensions were well founded; the 
ambitious character of that prince, masked under 
the veil of moderation and religious zeal, was an 

, over-match for the ppen and brave, but imprudent 
and rash disposition of Dara. The latter openly 
professed the liberal tenets which the court of 
Agra had derived from Akber, but which ill-accord
ed witli ,the religious feelings. of most of the 
Mahomedans in the imperial service. Aurung
zebe perceived. and took advantage of' this cir
curqstance, carrying his observances of the forms 
enjoined by the Koran to rigid austerity, and 
having, or pretending to have, nothing sp much 
at heart as the interests of religion, and the pro..· 
gagation of the faith of Islam. One of the' first 

19 
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acts of Dara was to. issue an order re'calling Meet' 
Joomleh and aU the principal officers serving in the 
Deccan; a measure to which he may have been in 
some degree induced by partiality towards Beeja
poor, as well_a~ by hatred to his rival brotllei-. ,Au.> 
rungzebe, by the advice of 'Meer .Joomleh, im ... 
mediately resolved on ,counteracting this order by 
marching to the Moghul capital. -His :first step 
was to accept the overtures of Ali Adil Shah,. 
from whom.he obtained, a considerable supply of 
ready money, and concluded a treaty, by which he. 
relinquished the advantages he had gained, and in, 
a few days was on bis march .towards the N erbud •. 
dab. As the family of Meer J oomleh were ai, 
Agra, in the power of Dara, the former suffered 
himself to be confined by Aurungzebe in the fort of 
Doulutabad, where Aurung~eb~ also lodged his own 
younger children and theJadi~s,of' hi~ family. H~J 
second son, Sultan Ma\lZUm,,'was Jeft; iIi charge of 
the govemmel)t of Aurunga'bad. Aurungzebe's first 
care was to deceive lUs brother Moraud Bukhsh,. 
into a belief of his having no ,design upon the crown 
for himself; that such views were, wholly ,incOf(", 
sistent with the religious seclusion he had long me~ 
ditated; that self.defence against the enemy, their 
brother Dara, obliged him to take up arms, and that 
he would join to assist in placing Moraud Bukhsh 
on the throne. Accordingly, their forces having 
united, they defeated the Imperial armies in two 
pitched battles. Dara became a fugitive; and al
though he afterwards assembled an army, he was 
again defeated, and at last betrayed into the hands 
of Aurupgzebe, by whose orders he was put to 
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death. Shah J ehan, contrary to expectation" 
recovered from his illness, ahd during the advance 
of his sons, sent repeated orders, commanding them 
to return to th~ir governments; but to these man
dates they paid no attention, as they pretended to 
consider them forgeries by Dara. As soon a~ 

Aurungzebe had his father in his power, he 
tits·. imprisoned Moraud Bukhsh, gained over 

his army, deposed the emperor, and mount. 
ed the throne in the year 1658." Having sent for 
Meer J oomleh from the Deccan, they marched 
against his brother Shuja, discomfited his army, and 
forced him to fly to Arracan, where he was mur
dered, and Aurungzebe was thus left undisputed 
master of the empire. 

• There is a good deal of confusion in the dates of the reign 
of Aurungzebe, owing to its commencement having been fre
quently reckoned from 1659. Khafee Khan is, in consequence, 
sometimes thrown 'out one or two years. Aurungzebe appears 
to have begun by reckoning his reign from the date of his vic
tory over Dara, to have subsequently ascended the throne in 
the following year, and then changed the date, whIch he again 
altered, by reverting to the former date, at. some later ancl 
unknown period. 
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CHAP. V. 

FROM A.D. 1657. TO A.D.]66~ 

St'Dajee enters into a correspondence 'With Aurungzehe - com
mits kostz/ttres on tke Moghuls, hy plundering J'(onere and 
Ahmednugur - augments hzs cavalry --Polttzeal artifice ttl 
SZ'DaJee and rif Aurungzehe.- Szvajee e]Ztertazns a hody rif 
Patans. - Factzons at Bee.Japoor. - Khan Mokummud the 
przme mznzster put to death. - Shamraje Punt dyeated 1/9 
tke &edee. - Moro Trzmmul pzngleyj appointed Pezsh'Wa.
Treaty 'Wtth the Sawunts, - 'Wkzek tkey hreak. - E.xpedzfzon 
agaznst Szv,llJee. - Afiool Khan, tke Bee.Japoor gener~l, se
duced to a coriference a~d murdered. - Szvajee gets possesuon 
W PanaZZa - difeats Roostum Zuman - plunders to tke 
gates W Bee.Japoor - Ze'Pzes " contrzhutzon fi om ROjapoOt" 
- takes Dahul. - Anotker expedztzon agamst kzm under 
Seedee Jokur - hesleged In PanaZZa - escapes from tke 
fort - galllJ.nt conduct W kzs rear {{uarrl - heroic death tV 
Bajee Purvoe. -Al, Adzl Shah takes the field -reduces the 
country lately over-run /nJ Stvajee - and retakes Panalla.
SzvaJee takes Rajapoor - conquers Sringarpoor - and re
duces Dku'Rda RaJepoor - kzlls Ghorepuray, and hurns 
Moodkole.- Conquest W Waree.- Truce 'anth Bee.Japoor.
Shahjee VZSltS SZ'IJaJcc. - Razgkur. - Szvajee's terrztory and 
army. - The Moghuls. 

AT the tlme when Aurungzebe was on 
:6:7. the point o{ commencing the war agamst 

Beejapoor, Sivajee, professing himself a 
servant of the emperor, entered into a correspon
dence with that prince, who readIly listened to his 
overtures, assented to his keeping what he had 
wrested from Beejapoor, and, With the alleged 
right of the emperor to dispose of that kingdom, 
consented to a proposal from Sivajee of taking pos~ 

VOL. I. 
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session of Dahul and its depedencies· on the sea 
coast. 

Aurungzebe was particuJarly desirous of having 
an interview with Sivajee, for the purpose of ex
plaining how essentially-.their interests were allied, 
and the vast advantages the latter might expect to 
reap by.uniting with him. t But Sivajee, although 
he professed obedience, and humbly demeaned 
himself towards Aurungzebe" no sooner saw 
,the army at a distance, and ready to engage 
in what he hoped would prove' a long struggle, 
than he resolved on seizing this opportunity of 
augmenting his resources by plunder, and increas
ing his cavalry. Of the latter, he at this time 
had but a small number, and partly fi'om want of 
confidence in his countrymen, as well as want of 
funds, he did not at first attempt to raise them on 
the usual footing of Sillid~rs. t 

The first act of hostihty which Sivajee committed 
against the Moghuls was in May, 1667, when he 
one night surprised and plundered the town of' 
Joonere, carrying off three lacks of' pagodas in 
specie, two hundred horses, some valuable clothes, 
and other articles. This boot~ ~e escorted as far 
as Poona, where he gave it i~harge to a party 
prepared for the purpose, whOJconveyed it to Raj
gurh. Sivajee himself march~d by unfrequented 
roads to Ahmednugur, in hopes of surprising the 

,Pettah: but in this attempt he was only partially 

,. Origina11etter from Aurungzebe to Sivajee. 
t Origlllalletter from Aurungzebe to Slvajee. Mahratta 

MSS. 
t Mabratta MSS. 
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successful; he was attacked whilst Ius men were 
plundermg; but he l.!.ad secured seven hundred 
horses and four elephants, with which he got clear 
off, although ~everal of his party were killed by a 
detachment from the fort, which had, on the first 
alarm, been sent out to protect the town. 

On Sivajee's return to Poona, he used great ex
~rtions to increase his cavalry; he purchased horses 
in' all quarters, and mounted them with Bargeers 
of l1is owrl: he now also commenced entertaining 
Mahratta SIllidars. Mankojee Dutonday, an old offi
cer, who had served with his father" had commanded 
his small body of horse for several years, with the 
title of Surnobut;. but, at his death, Sivajee ap
pointed as his successor, Netajee Palkw:, an enter
prizing officer, who had conSIderable influence 
with the Sillidars in various parts of the country, 
but a man naturally cruel and unprincipled. 

The unexpected succesS' of the Moghuls, and 
the danger which threatened Beejapoor alarmed 
Sivajee~ He made every preparation to augment 
his army, but he wrote to Aurungzebe in the most 
humble strain, begging forgiveness for what had 
passed, an'd promising to continue stedfast in his 
allegiance for the future. Rugonath Punt, one of' 
his contidential wu'keels, was dIspatched to reiterate 
these "assurances. 

The news from Agra, the pef.1ce WIth Beejapoor, 
and the march of Aurungzebe to the northward, 
altered the face of affairs. Sivajee sent another, 
ambassador, Kistnajee Bhaskur, ~ofeSSing, as be
fore, his extreme regret for what ha« happened; 
mentiomng his having prepared a; body of horse, 

M2 
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offenng to assIst Aurungzebe in the present ex
igency, and to protect the impenal territories 

.during his absence; but he at the same time re
vived his pretensIOns to certain hereditary claims 
withm the Moghul districts, and pointed out the 
Deshmookhee, and some part of the family Jagheer, 
as a fit IecompEmce for serving with his troops. 
The ambassador was h~ewise instructed to repre
sent how much many parts of' the Concan were 
mismanaged by Adil Khan, and the gr~at advant
age of transferring the whole to Sivajee. 

~urungzebe was in no condition to resent such 
arrogant demands; but conceivmg that se

t6:8. curity to the fmperial territory would be 
best .consulted by encouraging Sivajee's ag

gressions on the Beejapoor government, and by 
amusing him with hopes of obtaining what he 
claImed in the Moghul dIstricts, he wrote to him, 
artfully acknowledging, in the same letter, the 
communications made by Rugonath Pnnt and Kist
najee Bhaskur, condescending to pardon his crimes, 
assenting to his takmg possession of the Concan, 
and desiring that Sona Pundit (Abajee Sonedeo) 
might. be sent to discuss his hereditary claims; 
that when the terms were concluded, Sivajee should 
send five hundred horse to join his army, and be 
prepared with the rest of hIs troops to maintain 
order and tranquillity in the imperial districts. :flo 

:flo Mahratta M8S., and origmal letter from Aurungzebe 
wntlen. Immediately at~er the battle With Jeswunt SlDg and 
Kassinr Khan, which happened, not near the Nerbuddah, as 
Colotlel Dow seems to conclude, but withm twelve miles of 
Oojein. 
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It is not probable that either party was deceive~ 
as no further ,agreement was concluded. Sivajee, 
however, prepared his troops for the purpose of" 
reducing the Concan, and occupied several neg
lected strong-holds on the sea coast, where he after
wards collected boats for purposes of piracy. He 
acquired a considerable accession to his force by 
being joined by seven hundred Patan infuntry, 
whom the.Beejapoor government discharged imme
diately after the departure of Aurul1gzebe. Sivajee 
hesitated in entertaining these Mahomedans; but 
his scruples were overruled by the judicious argu
ments of Gomajee Naik, aq old retainer of his ma
ternal grandfather~ Jadow Rao, who had been the 
faithful adherent of Jeejee Bye during the .many 
dangers of her eventful life. Sivajee, from this 
time, admitted a portion of Mahomedans into his 
service, and the advice of Gomajee aflerwards 
proved of infinite importance to the success of the 
}Iahrattas. T{Ie body of Patans were p1aced under 
a Bramin commander, Ragoo Bul1al, the murderer 
of Chunder Rao }foray. • 

The government of Beejapoor was distracted and 
weakened by-a treacherous, factious nobility, and 
Ali Adit Shah's youth wac; ill-calculated to control 
them. As soon as Aurungzebe retired, when they 
might have sent an army to crush Sivajee's formid
able rebellion, their time was occupied in plotting 
the ruin of each other. Khan Mohummud, the 
prime minister, who had betrayed the cause of' his 
king, was justly condemned, but, instead ~f being 

if Mahratta MSS. 
M3 
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tried in any regular manner, he was invited to 
Court under promise of protection, attacked by a 
'band of assassins at the gate of the Clty, torn down 
from the elephant on which he sat, and put to 
death in the most barbarous manner. 

Khan Mohummud was originally an Abyssinian 
slave, named Rehan, given by Ibrahim Adil Shah 
to his son Mohummud, whose minister he after
terwards became. The young king did .not, as is 

I usual on such qccasions, sequestrate hIS estate; it 
was bestowed on his son Khowaus KhanL but the 
execution of his father rankTOOin~the bo;om of the 
son, who was always suspicious of the king, and 
necessity alone reconciled them to each other ... 

Sivajee, in pursuance of his plan for reducing 
the Concan, sent a large force under the Peishwa, 

I 

Shamraje Punt, to invade the possessions of the 
Seedee. But Shamraje Punt was unfit for such an 

undertaking; Futih Khan wa~ prepared, an .. 
1659. ticipated the attack, and defftatea the Peish

wa's army with great slaughter. 
This reverse was the first which Sivajee had ex~ 

perienced, and he was proportionally disappointed; 
but every exertion was used to repair the disaster. 
He sent a fresh body of troops to join the fugitives; 
Rugonath Punt was directed to assume command 
of the whole: Shamraje Punt was recalled, dis
graced, and removed from the office of Peishwa, 
wqi~h was now bestowed on Moro Trimmul 
Pingley. Previously to the defeat of Shamraje 
Punt, the Sawunts (D,eshmookhs, and Jagheer-

'* Beejapoor MSS. 
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da.rs of W aree), on learning the great prepa.rations 
ofSivajee, and supineness of their owp government, 
sent a wukeel for the purpose of negotiating a 
treaty, to which Sivajee readily assented, 'and it 
was settled that one half the l~evenue shoulc\ belong 
to Sivajee, and be collected by hIS agents, whilst 
the other half, exclusive of their Deshmooknee 
rights, which were also yielded to them, shou)d re
main to the Sawunts. For these con~essions they 
became bound to keep up garrIsons in the forts, 
and a body of three thousand infantry, lIable to 
be called upon for service at the shortest notioo ... 
But they soon repented pf this alliance; and 
although. they did not act against Sivajee in the 
ensuing season, they did not abide by the terms of 
their agreement, and shortly after resumed their 
allegiance to Beejapoor. 

The Seedee maintained his ground against.. RU;.. 
gonat11 Punt, and both partie~ retIred on the settmg 
in of the monsoon. During the rams, a great army 
was prepared under the joint command of the 
Pelshwa and N etajee Palkur; but as the season 
continued unusually severe, the Seedee's posses
sions remamed unmolested; and, in the meantime,. 
Sivajee was threatened by a more formidable 
enemy, to whom all his attention was directed .. 

The Beejapoor government had at last become 
sensible of the necessity of making an. active eff'Ol t 
to subdue him, and for this purpo;e, an army w~s 
assembled, consIsting of five thousand horse, and 
seven thousand choice infantry, a good 'train of 

Copy ()f the origmal treaty. 
I'd 1, 
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artillery, or what was considered as such, besides 
a large supply of rockets, a number of swivels 
mounted on camels, and abundance of stores. 
Afzool Khan, an officer of high !~:r!I&..y'oIuI.!t~ered 
to command the expedition, and at'his publIc au
dience of leave, in the vaunting manner particu
larly common to Mahomedan natives of the Deccan, 
pompously declared that he should bring back the 
insignificant rebel, and cast him in chains under 

'the footstool of the throne. 
To avoid impedIments which present 

Sept. themselves on the straight route from Beej-
apoor, and the heavy rains which seldom 

subside in the neighbourhood of the hills till the 
end of October, the army proceeded to Punder
poor, and thence marched towards Waee. 

Sivajee, on its a.pproach, took up his residence 
in Pertabgurh, and sent the most humble messages 
to Afzool Khan. He pretended to have no thought 
of opposing so great a personage, and seemed only 
anxious to make his peace with the Beejapoor go. 
vernment, through the Khan's mediation; he af"", 
fected the utmost sorrow for his conduct, whicQ 
he could hardly persuade hImself would be for. 
given by the kmg,- even if the Khan should re
ceive him under the shadow of his protection; but 
he would surrender the whole of his country to 
the Khan, were it possible to assure himself of his 
,favour. 

, t 

Afzool Khan had all the vanity of a Mahomedan 
noble; he had, also, a thorough contempt for his 
enemy; but having-formerly been in charge of the 
W aee distric~ as Soobehdar of the province, he 
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was aware of the exceeding difficulty he should ex
perience on his advance through the wild country 
which he must penetrate. 

With such considerations, and mollified by Si
vajee's submission, Mzool Khan, in answer to re
peated apphcatioIls, despatched a Bramm in his 
own service, named ~untojee Gopinat, with suit
able attenda~ts, to Pertabgurh. On h~s arrival at 
Phar, a Jvillage below the for~ Sivajee caine down 
to meet him. The Bramin stated, that the Khan 
his master, -and Shahjee were intimate ffIends, that 
the Khan bQre no enmity towards his SOll" but on 
the contrary, would prove his desire to assIst him 
by interceding for pardon, and even endeavouring 
to get him confirmed as J agheerdar in part of the 
territory he had usurped. SivaJee acknowledged 
his obligation, although his reply, at this public 
meeting, was not couched in the same humble 
strain he had used in his messages. He said, that 
if be could obtain a part of the country m Jagheer 
it would be all he could expect; that he was the 
king's -servant, and that he had been of consider
able use to his government, in reducmg several 
Polygars, wh~se territory would now come under 
the royal authority. This was the substance of 
what passed at their first.interview • 

.sivajee provided accommodations for the 
Oct. envoy and hIS suite, .but assIgned a place 

for the Bramin at some distance from the 
rest. In the middle of' the night Sivajee secretly 
introduced himself to Puntojee Gopinat. He ad
dressed him as a Braroid, his. superior. , He repre
sented, that "all he 11ad done was for the sake"of 
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Hindoos and the Hindoo faith; that he was called 
on by Bhowanee 'herself, to protect Bramins and 
kine, to punish the violators of their temples and 
their gods, and to resist the enemies of their re. 
ligion; that it became him as a Bramin to assist in 
what was already declared by the deity; and that 
here, amongst his cast and countrymen,. he should 
hereafter live in comfort and affluence." Sivajee 
seconded his arguments with presents, and a solemn 
promise of bestowing the village of Hewra, ih 
Enam, on him and his postenty for ever. No 
Bramin could resist such an appeal, seconded by 
such temptation; the envoy swore fidelity to Si. 
vajee, declared he was his for ever, and called on 
the goddess to punish him if he swerved from any 
task he might impose. They accordingly con
sulted on the fittest means for averting the present 
danger. The Bramin, fully acquainted with Afzool 
Khan's cha.racter, suggested the practicability of 
seducing him to a conference, and Sivajee at once 
determined on his scheme. He sent for a con
fidential Bramin already mentioned, Kistnajee 
Bhaskur, informed him of what had just passed, 
and of the resolution which he had, in conse
quence, adopted. After fully consulting on the 
subject, they separated as s.ecretlyas fhey had met. 

Some interviews and discussions having taken 
place, merely -for the purpose of masking their 
design, , Kistnajee Bhaskur, as Sivajee's wukeeI, 
was d~spatched with Puntojee Gopinat to the camp 
of Af~ool Khan. The latter 'represented Sivajee 
as in great alarm; but if hIS fears could be over
come'by the personal assurances of the Khan, he 
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was convinced that he might easily be prevailed 
upon to give himself up. WIth a blind confidence, 
Afzool Khan trusted him&elf to Puntojee'& guid
ance. An interview was agreed upon, and the 
Beejapoor trQOPS, with great labour, moved to 
Jowlee. Siyajee prepared a place for the meeting, 
below the Jort of Pertabgurh; he cut down the 
jungle, and cleared a road for the Khan's ap'" 
proach; but every other avenue to the place was 
carefully closed. He ordered up Moro Punt, and 
Netajee Palkur fi'om the Concan, with many thou
sands of the .M~wulee infantry.. He communi
cate~ his whole plan to these two, and to Tannajee 
Maloosray. N~tajee was stationed in the thickets 
a little to the east of the fort, where it was ex
pected that a part of the Khan's retinue would 
advance, and Moro Trimmul, with the old 3nd 
tried men, was sent to conceal himself iI~ the 
neighbourhood of the main body of the Beejapoor 
troops, which remained, as had been agreed upon, 
in the neighbourhood of Jowlee. The preconcerted 
SIgnal for Netajee was the blast of a colI erie horn, 
and the distant attack, by Moro Trimmul, was to 
commence, on hearing the fir,e of nve guns from 
Pertabgurh, which were also to announce Sivajee's 
safety. 

Fifteen hupdred of Afzool Khan's troops accom ... 
panied him to within a few hundt'ed yards of r~rt
abgurh, where, for fear of' alarming Sivajee. they 
were, at Puntojee Gopinat's suggestion, de~ired 
to halt. .Afzool Khan, dressed in a thin muslin 
garment, armed only with his sword, an4 attended, 
as had been agreed, by i single artlled follower. 
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..advanced in his palanquin' to an open bungalow 
prepared for the occasion. 

Sivajee had made preparations for his purpose, 
not as if conscious that he meditated a criminal 
and treacherous deed, but as if resolved on some 
meritorious though desperate action. Having per
formed his ablutions with much earnestness, he 
laid his head at his mother's feet and besought her 
blessing. He then arose, put on a steel chain 
cap and chain armour under his turban and cot
ton gown, concealed a crooked dagger, or 
bee.chwa·, in his right sleeve, and on the fingers 
of bis .,left hand he fixed a wagnuclc tJ a treacherouq 
weapo"n well known among Mahrattas. Thus ac
coutred, he slowly descended from the fort. The 
Khan had arrived at the place of meeting before 
him, and was expressing his impatience at the 
delay, when Sivajee was seen advancing, appa
rently unarmed, and lIke the Khan, attended by 
only one armed follower, his tried friend Tannajee 
Maloosray. Sivajee, in view of' Afzool Khan,. 
frequently stopped, which was represented as the
etyects of alarm, a supposition more likely to be 
admItted from hIS diminutive size. Under pretence· 
o( 'assurmg Sivajee, the armed attendant, by the 
contrivance of' the Bramin, stood at a few paces 
distance. Afzool Khan made no objection to Si
vaJ;e's follower, altho~gh he carried two swords. 

'1 The he,echwa, or scorIlion, is aptly named In its resemblance 
'to that Teptile. 

t nu; Wagnuck, ,or tiger's claws, is a small steel instrument, 
made. to fit wi the fore and lIttle finger_ It has three crookecL 
blades which are e~slly concealed ip a half elosed hand 
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in his waistband, a circumstance which might pass 
unnoticed, being common amongst Mahrattas; he 
advanced two or three paces to meet Sivajee; they 
were introduced, and in the midst of the customary 
embrace, the treacherous Mahratta struck the 
wagnuck into the bowels of Afzool Khan, who 
quickly disengaged himself, clapped his hand on 
his sword, exclaiming treachery and murder, but 
Slvajee instantly followed up .the bloW with his 
dagger. The Khan had drawn his sword and made 
a cut at Sivajee, but the concealed armour was 
proof agamst the blow; the whole was the work 
of a moment, and Sivajee was wresting the weapon 
from the hand of his victIm before their attendants 
could run towards them. Syud Bundoo, the fol. 
lower of the Khan, whose name deserves to be re .. 
corded, refused his life on condltion of surrender, 
and against two such swordsmen as Slvajee and his 
companion" maintained an unequal combat for 
some time before he fhll. The bearers had lifted 
the Khan into hIS palanquin during the scuffie, 
but by the time it was over, Khundoo MaUey~ and 
some other followers of Sivajee, had come up, 
when they cut off the head of the 'dymg man, and 
carried it to Pertabgurh. The signals agreed on 
were now made; the Mawulees rushed from their 
concealment and beset the nearest part of th~ 
Beejapoor troops o~ all sides, few of whom fuld 
time to mount their horseS', or stand to their ,arms. 
Netajee Palkur gave no quarter; but orders w~re 
sent to Moro Punt to, spare all who submitted; 
and Sivajee's humanity to his prisonels waS ,con· 
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spicuous on this, as well as' 011 most occasions. 
Many of those that had attempted to escape were 
brought in for several days afterwards, in a state of 
great wretchedness, from wandering in wilds where 
they found it impossIble to extricate themselves. 
Their reception and treatment induced many of 
the Mahratta prisoners to enter Sivajee's service. 
The most distinguished Mahratta taken was Joojhar 
Rao Ghatgay, whose father had been the intimate 
friend of Shahjee; but Sivajee could not induce 
him to depart from his allegiance to Beejapoor ; 
he was, therefore, permitted, at his own request, 
to return, after he had been honourably dismissed 
with valuable presents.. The son and family of 
Afzool Khan were taken by Khundoojee Kakray, 
one of Sivajee's officers; but, on being offered a 
large bribe, he agreed to guide them to a place of 
safety, and led them by unfrequented paths across 
the mountains, and along the banks.of the Quyna, 
until he safely ,lodged them in Kurar. The cir
cumstances, however, became known to Sivajee,. 
and Kakray was, in consequence, condemned to 
lose his head; a sentence which was promptly ex
ecuted. 

This success among a people who cared little for 
the means by which it was attained, greatly raised 
the reputation of Sivajee; and the immediate fruits 
of it. were four thousand horses, several elephants, 
a number of camels, a considerable treasure, and 

"It The occasIOns where Sivajee was ever known to exerCIse 
cruelty to prisoners, were those where he supposed them to be 
obstinately concealing wealth, which he was determined' to 
extort. 
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the whole train of equiRment which had been sent 
against him. 

Such of his troops as were wounded, he, on this 
occasion; distinguished by hon()cary present$ of 
bracelets, necklaces, chains of gold and silver, and 
clothes. The~e were presented with much cere
~ony, and served to stimulate future exertion 
amongst his soldiers, as well as to give greater effect 
to the fame pf his exploit. It is worthy of remark. 
that the sword of Mzool Khan is still a valued 
trophy in the armoury of Sivajee's descendant. PWl .. 
tojee Gopinat received the promised grant in re
ward for_ his treachery, and was afterwards pro
moted to considerable rank in the service. ;It 

Shrajee prepared his troops as if to attack the 
Seedee, who, on the approach of Mzool Khan; had 
laid siege to Tala and Gossala; but on the report 
of his discomfiture, and the destruction of the Bee
japoor army, he hastily retired. Sivajee, although 
he pretended to meditate an attack Qn him with his 
whole force, was engaged in an intrigue with the 
oi;Iicer in charge of Panalla,. from whom he had re
ceived overtures for surrendering that important 
place. t The terms having been agreed on, and 

,. Mahratta and Peman MSS., and English Records. The 
English Records, referred to during the seventeenth century, 
are prmcipally in the East Inwa House, London. 

t The name of the ,.lerson who gave up Panalla, is no where 
mentioned. One Beejapoor MS. states that Sivajee took it by 
stratagem; another, that a Hindoo in cbarge surrendered it, 
which so far corresponds With the Mahratta account. Panalla 
was one of those forts to which the king generally appointed 
tbe Kllhdar, but It was situated within the Jagheer of R~ostum 
Zuman, one of the Beejapoor-generals,.whom we shall have 0(:-
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their future operations determined, Siv;ajee could 
scarcely assure himself of its not being some stra
tagem contrived by the Beejapoor government, m 
order to draw him into their power. To guard 
against this, as well as to neglect nothing for se
cunng a place of such importance, Sivajee sent 
forwal d Annajee Dutto, one of hIS most confidential 
Bramins, wIth a strong body of Mawulees, whdst he 
himself secretly drew together a large force, both 
of' horse and foot, to act as the occasion might re
'tUlre• 

Annajee Dutto was successful; both Pan alia and 
Powangurh were surrendered, and SivaJee followed 
up this acquisition by surprismg the fort of Wus
suntgurh, levying contributions along the banks of 
the Kistna, and leaving a Thanna '* or garrison with 

~asion to mentIOn In our progress. The Jagheer of Roostum 
Zuman, comprehended MerIch'and Kolapoor above the Ghauts, 
and Carwar and RaJapoor In the Concan. There IS reason to 
9UppOse that Roostum Zuman was brIbed by Slvajee at a very 
,early perIOd; the Enghsh merchants of the factories of Raja
poor and Carwar, repeatedly accuse hIm of being in, league 
with Sivajee, and of sharing In the plunder of some towns in 
his own Jabgeer. 

• Tkanna, literaUy slgmfies a garrison, but 1t also means, 
Inore''Cspecla1ly 10 Deccan history, the military pOllt at whIch 
the inferIOr revenue officers are stationed to protect the coun
try, aid the police, and collect the revenue; whether the 
stat!oOn be a fort or an open vll1age. The cultivators conSider 
him thei,r master, who is In possessIOn of the tbanna; for this 
reason, garrzson does not .convey the full meaning of thanna, 
and I have therefore been sometimes oblIged to use it In prefer
ence to the English 'word. 
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a revenue ~ coll~ctor, in the Gurhee" ,of Buttees 
Serala. On his arnval at Panalla, hIS first object 
was to send off troops to reduce the neighbourmg 
forts both above and below the Syltadree range, 
which, in general, submitted withoqt resistance; but 
Rangna and Kelneh were taken by assault, and the 
latter got the name of' Vishalgurh, which it still 
retains. 

Roostum Zuman, an officer of Beejapoor, 
Dec. stationed at Merich, was dtrected to march, 

when too late, for the protection of the 
Kolapoor district: he had only three 'thousand 
horse with a small body of infantry, with which he 
was permitted to advance to the neighbourhood of 
Panalla, when Sivajee, in person, attacked him with 
his cavalry, routed his party WIth great. slaughter, 
and pursued him across the Kistna. t Thence, 
having wntten to Annajee Dutto to assemble all 
the spare infantry at Vishalgurh, Sivajee continued 
his route, plundered many of the villages as far as 
the neighbourhood of Beejapoor, levied contribu-

• Gurhee means a small, or sometImes a weak fort, Butte~s 
Serala is called a Gurhee, although It is a mud fort, extensive, 
but of no strength. 

t Mahratta MSS. A letter from the English factory at 
Rajapoor states, that Roostum Zuman sent on a small party of 
his troops, under the son of Afzool Khan, and betrayed them , 
into the hanl\s of Slvajee; but the intelligence then obtamed 
by the factors. all of which they wrote off Just as It was recOlved, 
cannot be relied pn; indeed they frequently add, that reports 
are so contradictory, they know not what to belIeve. Their 
letters, however, are very important for fixmg dates; and in 
corroborating facts, admitted by native authoritIes, they are in
valuable. 

VOL. I. N 
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tions' from most of the market towns, spread terror 
over the whole countJy, and retired with such ce
lerity as to evade even an atteII}pt at pursuit. 

On joining his troops, at Vishalgurh, he 
.A. D. 
1660. marche<\,straight to Rajapoor on the coast, 
Jan. where he app.eared a few hours after the 

news of his being in the neighbourhood of the ca
pital had been recewed. He levied a contribution 
from RaJapoor, possessed himself of Dabul and its 
dependencies, acquired considerable booty, and 
safely conveyed it to Rajgurh. 

The d~struction of Afzool Khan and his army, 
the capture of Pan alIa, the defeat of Roostum 
Zuman, and above all, the appearance of Sivajee at 
the gates of the capital, created such an alarm at 
Beejapoor, that even faction amongst the nobles 
was III some measure allayed; but, as it was dIffi
cult to assign the precedency to anyone in parti .. 
cular~ it was suggested that the king in person 
should take the field against him. This proposition, 
however, wa,s OV,flr-ruled, and a fit commander ap
peared III an Abyssmian officer, Seedee Johur, then 
commanding at Kurnoul, who had particularly dis
tinguished himself on various services in the Car
natic. 

Although he did ~ot then rank among the nobi. 
lity, his appointment excited less jealousy ,than if 
he had been one of' either party; put he did not 
lQn~ escape their envy. His army was twice as 
large as that lately command~d by Afzool Khan; 
and Fazil Mohummud Khan, the son of' Afzool 
Khan, who was anxious to a.venge his father's mur .. 
der, volunteered to accompany him. It was de-
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termined to op~n ~he campaign by the stege of 
Panalla; but b~fore the ma.tch of the troops, Seedee 
Johur was dtgn.ified with the tItle of Sub. but Khan. "" 
Futih Khan, the Seedee, was prepared to attack 
Sivajee's ppssession~ i~ the Concan, on the advance 
of' Seedee Joh.ur; and the Deshmookhs of Waree, 
whose fears p.rompted them to act vIgorously, were 
directed to co-operate for the same purpose. 

Siv!ljee~ on the other hand, m:rde arrangements 
for defE!ruhng tlle Concan. Rugonath, Punt was 
opposed to Futih Khan; Abajee Sonedeo protect
ed the fort and distI icts of Kallian Bhee~ree ; and 
Bajee Rao Phasalkur, the surnobut or command~r~ 
in-chief of the infantry, maintamed the war against 
the Sawunts of Waree. In the upper country, 
Moro Punt was charged with the care of Poorund
hur, Singllrh, Pertabghur, and the adjoinmg coun
try. Slvajee, esteeming Panalla a place of greater 
strength than it really was, imprudently resolved to 
defend it in person. He made no attempt to dis
pute the approach of the Beejapoor army; but as 

soon as they encamped in the neighbour
May. hood of the fort, Netajee Palkur, with the 

horse, began to ravage the surrounding 
country, to cut off their supplies, to aVOId encoun .. 
tering their cavalry, but to harass them by night 
attacks, III which he was supported by the garrison: 
Parties of Mawulees under cover of the ravines ap-

iI' 1 have retained hiS name of Seedee Johur; but In all Beeja
poor wrItmgs, hIS name is henceforth changed to SulaLut Khan~ 
The supposition of hiS being at all connected With the Seedee& 
of Jlnjeera IS a rmstake into which It would be very easy 10 
account for Mr. Orme's havmg fallen. 

N ~. 
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proachen the camp, sprung on the besiegers sword 
jn hand, where they found them unprepared, or 
threw rockets when they were discovered. 

In this manne,- they did great mischief, and with 
little loss on their part, killed numbers of the Bee
japoor troops. Seedee Johur ordered that no quarter 
should be given to men who pr-actised such warfare. 
He personally headed the attacks, drove in the 
whole' of the out-posts, closely invested the place, 
and for several months, in the worst season of'the 
year, persevered in vigorous efforts to reduce it. 

The w~r was likewise actively prosecuted in the 
Concan. The Seedee, by means of his fleet, having 
made several successful descents on different parts 
of the coast, had gained some advantage~ over his 
opponent Rugonath Punt; and Bajee Rao Phasal.. 
kur, one of Sivajee~s earliest followers" fought a 
a drawn battle with Kye Sawunt of Waree, in which 
both commanders were slain. 

Th~ ,siege of PanalIa had lasted four 
Sept. months; the place was still tenable, but 

every avenue was vigilantly guarded, and 
Sivajee saw the fault he had committed in allowing 
himself to be shut up in a manner which effectually 
obstructed all communication, and prevented his 
either knowing or directing affairs in other parts of 
the country. To extricate himself from this dilem. 
ma, required address and boldness. 

The besiegers were m high hopes, and exceed. 
i~gl'y alert. Siv'ajee first endeavoured to throw them 
off their gqard. He began his scheme by proposals 
for surrertdering r negociations were commenced, 
and Sivajee, who well knew that he could trust See. 
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dee J ohur ... , on receiving his promise not to molest 
him, came down, slightly attended, to one of the" 
batteries, where lle was met by Seedee Johur, and 
soon made him believe that he intended to submit. 
All firing ceased, and every thing was adjusted, 
except a few trifling points artfully reserved by 
Sivajee tJ.ll next morning; and in the meantime, as 
the evening closed, he was permitted to return to 
the fort, which the whble army, now lulled into 
security, considered as if in their possession. 

But in the darkness of night, SlVajee, with a 
chosen band of Mawulees, descended the hill, pass
ed the unsuspecting guards, and was on full march 
towards Rangna before his flight was suspected. 
When discovered, Fazil Mohummud Khan, and 
Seedee Uzeez, the son of See dee Johur, pursued him 
with the cavalry, followed by infantry._ They did 
not overtake him till the morning was far advanced, 
and he was entering a ghaut within si~ miles of 
Rangna. To cover his retreat, Sivajee stationed a 
pal ty of Mawulees in the pass, and confided the 
command to his former enemy, Bajee Puryoe, 
Deshpandya of Hurdus Mawul, deSIring him to 
maintain the post, until a signal of five guns aD
nounced the arrIval of the mam body at the fort. 
The Deshpandya was worthy of the honourable 
trust: the cavalry, in attemptJng to advance, were 
dnven back; and. on the arrival of the infantry, 
two successive assaults WIth fresh troops were gal
lantly repulsed. About noon a third party of in
fantry, headed oy the son of Afzool Khan, ad .. 

.. The Seedees, In_general, have lD the present day;..a high 
character among the Mahr<lttas, tor fidelity to their pronllse. 
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vanced m a most determIned manner. Their attack 
was desperate, and the brave defenders, after the 
10ss of half their numbers, amongst whom was the 
gallant Deshpandya, were .at last obliged to retreat. 
But not without efiecting their object. Bajee 
Purvoe heard the signal guns befpre he fell, and 
died 'expressmg his satisfaction. The Mawulees 
proved their regard for him, as well as their own 
steadiness, by bearing off hIS body in the face of 
their numerous pursuers. 

Fazil Khan advanced, and halted at Rangna: 
but Seedee. Johur's plans were completely discon~ 
certeq. He hesitated whether td proceed to Ran
gna, or to continue the siege of Pan alIa. Ali 
Acbl Shah, dIsappointed in his hopes, and impetu
ous in his disposition, was easily induced to believe 
that Seedee_ Johur had been bribed by Sivajee. 
The king accused him of this, and Seedee Johur 
equally disposed to angerl and now in a state of 
irritation, denied the charge, in terms which were 
construed into disrespect and disloyalty. Ali 

Adil Shah took the field in person, and 
l~~i. marched to Kurar. All the district autho-

rIties in the neighbourhood, some of whom 
hall submitted to Sivajee, attended in the royal 
camp for the pm pose of tendermg their adherence. 
Seedee Joh~lr apologized to the kmg; but dreading 
the mahce of the courtiers, excused himself from 
~'QD;ling to camp, and withdrew towards Kurnoul; 
the place qf his government and Jagheer. 

The king agam invested Panalla,' of WhICh, as 
well ~s ot'Pawungurh, h~ obtamed possession. The 
whole of the forts in .the neighbonrhood, taken 
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by Sivajee dwing the former year, excepting 
Rangna and Vishalgurh, likewise submitted. . The 
setting in of the monsoon induced the king to with
draw from the neighbourhood of the Syhadree 
range, .and encamp at Chimulgay on the banks of 
the Kistna. -

Sivajee in the meantime, although he made no 
attempt to oppose the king's ar~y, rod I\.ot remain 
inactive. In the beginning of the year he again ap
peared before Rajapoor, which he took and plunder
ed. On this occasion the English sustained some 
loss, and several of their factors were seized, and 
confined ina hill fort for two years" on an accusation, 
never substantiated, of having assisted See dee J ohur 
with mortars and shells, at the seige of PanaIla. • 
On the reduction of Rajapoor, Sivajee attacked 
the possessions of the Mahratta Polygar Dulwey. 
Sringarpoor, lus capital, was surprized and taken; 
but Dulwey continued to resist, until he was killed 
in an action whe're Sivajee in person commanded 
against him. Neither this conquest, nor that of 
Jowlee were viewed throughout the country with 
the same favor as his successes against the Mahome
~~ns ; and. although the present advantage was not 
acquired by any attrocious deea, such as disgraced 
several of Sivajee's successes, yet some of the mo~t 
respectable Hindoos of Sringarpoor, preferred 
emigrating to the territory of the Seedee, to re
siding under the government of the conqueror. 

.. Mahratta MSS. Beejapoor MSS., and English Records. 
The unfortunate Englishmen were not finally released Without 
paymg a ranSOID. There appears to have been some reason for 
SlVaJee'" suspiCion, though the' fact WdS never fully ascertame~. 

~- 4 
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It required all Sivajee's address to persuade them 
to return, and he only effected it by gaining over 
a family named. Soorway, the members of which 
had been principal managers under Dulwey. Siv
ajee, to obliterate this odium, and to make amends 
for his past conduct, assumed a greater regard for 
the forms,enjoined by the Hindoo faith, to which 
he was probably induced, as much fr(>m super
stition as from policy. Precluded by the situation 
of the celebrated temple of Dewee Bhowanee at 
Tooljapoor, from paying his devotions there, he, 
this year, during the rains, dedicated a temple to_ 
that deity, with great solemnity, in the fort of 
Pertabgurh. His religious observances, from this 
period, became exceedingly rigid: he chose the 
celebrated Ramdass Swamy as his Mahapooroosh, 
or spiritual guide, and aspired to a high character 
for sanctity. , 

But the devotions in which he was engaged did 
not impede the activity of his troops. During the 
rains, his whole strength was directed against Futih 
Khan; 'and although his operations were much ob
structed by the weather, he drove back the troops 
of the Seedee, and had captured Dhunda Rajep00r 
before the season was sufficiently open to enable 
the Beejapoor government, or the Deshmookhs of 
Waree, to relieve the place. He opened batteries 
aga.i,nst Jinjeera; but a want of guns, tand of men 
WhD l'~ould use them with effect, prevented his 
making any impression on the works,; and he was 
soon called away to oppose an e""pected attack from 
Beejapoor. I 

* Mahratta MSS. 



PUNISHMENT OF BAJER GHOREPtJRAY. 185 

During Ali Adil Shah's stay at Chimulgay, he 
sent several persons to Seedee Johur, assuring him 
Qf a favourable reception. He was at last prevailed 
upon to pay his respects at the royal camp, where 
he was received with every mark of civility and dis
tinction ; but as Ali Adil Shah was much under 
the influence of Ibrahim Khan, hi~ personal enemy" 
Seedee Johur doubted the king's sincerity, and 
embraced the earliest opportunity; of returning to 
his Jagheer. There ~were at this time, several 
petty rebellions in the northern part of the Car ... 
natic, and as the king's first intention was to 
prosecute the war against Sivajee, Seedee Johur was 
commissioned to suppress them; but as he showed 
no readiness to comply, it was supposed he secretly 
aided the insurgents, and that he was even con
nected with Sivajee. 

In consequence of this state of affairs, the king's 
advjsers were divided in opinion, whether to di
rect their principal efforts to the prosecution of the 
war against Sivajee, or to re-establish order in the 
Carnatic. J12uring their indecision, the Deshmookhs 
of Waree'sent prQPosals for reducing Sivajee; pro
vided they were properly supported. It was there
fore determined that the king should march into 
the Carnatic, whilst Bahlole Khan and Bajee Ghore
puray of Moodhole, were directed to prepare an 
army to co-operate with the Sawunts against Siv
ajee. The king marched, and the troops destined 
for the latter service were assembling, when Bajee 
Ghorepuray, for some purpose of P!eparation, pro
ceeded to his Jagheer. Sivajee, who had early in
telligence of all that took place, and who had 
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returned to Vishalgurh, no sooner heard ofGhore
puray's being,at Moa.dhole, entirely off his guard, 
than he chose this moment for anticipating the 
attack, and avenging, his father's wrongs. He 
made a rapid march across the country, surprised 
and killed Ghorepuray with most of his relations 
and followers, plundered .Moodhole, left it in 
flames, and returned to Vishalgurh with the great
~st expedition. 
I Khowaus Khan was appointed to r~.place Ghore
puray as second in command to Bahlole Khan; and 
the army had advanced as far as the passes into the 
Concan, when they were recalled to reinforce the 
army in the Carnatlc. 

The king found 1t necessary to reduce 
t6~. Raichore and Toorgul; both places made 

an obstinate res~tance, and All Adil Shah 
evinced great personal bravery in the attacks. 

Seedee Johur at first did not act decidedly as a 
rebel; but as he foresaw the. danger of putting 
himself again in the power of a sovereign who 
suspected him, he' at last determined openly to 
oppose the king. He chose an opportunity of at
tacking the 'troops of Joojhar Rao Ghatgay, and 
the Naik of Phultun, when. they were separated 
from the rest of the king's camp by the Toongbud
dra river. They were at first thrown into con
fusiQn, and fell back on the camp in great disorder'; 
but onJ being reinforced by Bahlole .Khan, and on 
recovering from their panic, they retrieved their 
discomfiture by following up and routing the 
troops th,at had. attacked them. Seedee J ohur 
maintained' the war a very.,~hort time, <?wing to 
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the treachery of his followers, by whom he was 
put to death, in order to secure their own pardon. 
Th~ king extended forgiveness to his son; and 
some time after, by the advice of his minister 
Abdool Mohummud, who succeeded Ibrahim 
KHan·, See dee Uzeez, was received into favor. 
But the suppression of- this rebellion did not re
establish order; the refrllctory were numerous, 
and the war was long protracted. After two. whole 
years spent in different parts or the Carnatic, the 
campaign was ended by 'enforcing tribute fi'om the 
Soonda Raja; and Ali Adil shdh returned to 
Beejapoor, ,having only partially accomplished his 
object. t 

The employment of the whole force in the Car
natic, proved in many respects, of the utmost con
sequence to Sivajee. He had, on the whole, lost 
considerably by the campaign of the former season; 
but he soon recovered more than an equivalent. 
As soon as Bahlole Khan and Khowaus Khan were 

.... - - ~ 

recalled, Sivdjee ,attacked? the Deshmookhs of 
I Waree, who thus iqtprudently len to their fate, 

scarcely offered resistance: their territory was 
speedily occupied, and the Sawunts accompanied 
by Ram Dulwey, a neat relation of the late Poly
gar of Sringarpoor, fled to Goa for protection, 
where they were at first received; but the Portu-

.. IbrahIm Khan accompanied the lung's mother to"l\lecca, 
, the usual resort of displaced Mahomedan IJUwsters, as Benares 

is of Bramms, under Similar CIrcumstances., 
t 'Beejapoor MS. The campaIgn of Ali Adit Shah, in the 

Carnatlc, IS celebrated by Nusserut, 10 his Ah ~r<lmu. alre~\lly 
mentIoned. 
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guese, very different from those of their nation, 
~ho so greatly, distinguished themselves a century 
before, were intimidated by the threats of Sivajee, 
and forced the fugitives to quit the place. 

The Sawunts, abandon,ed by their g9vemment, 
and driven from Goa, threw themselves on the 
clemency of Sivajee, by whom their Desllmookhee 
rights were restored, and they afterwards became 
faithful.servants. Ram Dulwey likewise joined 
Sivajee; and, although his relations were some
times t,rPllblesome, Sivajee might reckon the re
sources of the ~outhern ~ part of the Concan, and 
the services of some good infantry and officers at 
his disposal. 

Sivajee, however, kept his own garrisons in the 
territory of the Sa~unts "", and dreW' their in(antry 
to distant quarters. He like,wise built Rairee, 
and Sindeedroog, ;or Malwan, and having seen the 
ad~antage which the Seedee derived from his lleet, 
he used great exertions to :6t out a marine. He 
rebllilt or strengthened Kolabah; repaired Severn
droog,and Vlziadroogt; and prepared vessels at all 
these pJaces. His prmcipal depot was the harbour 
of Kolapah, twenty miles south of 'Bombay. He 
gave. the ,command of his fleet to two persons, 
named Dureea Sagur,. and, Mynak Bundaree, and 
soon .began, to commit acts of piracy. The Por
tuguese, in order to prevent the ravages of the 
Mahratta lleet. sent an ambassador to Sivajee, who 

\ 

readily promised to refrain from molesting them, 
on condition of being supplied with some guns 

". The territory general1y, is now called Sawunt.Waree. 
t Or Gher.ah. 
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and warlike stores, to which they consented; and 
the demand, as might have been expected, was 
very frequently renewed. • 

After the Sawunts were reduced, the minist,r 
of Ali Adil Shah, Abdool Mohummud, entered 
into a secret compact with Sivajee.t The particulars 
of this 3.ooreement, or the means by which it was 
brought about, are totally unknown; hut it is not 
improbable that it may have been effected through 
the intervention of Shahjee. It is certain, that 
about this period, Shahjee, who had been delighted 
with the exploit of his son against the treacherous 
Ghorepuray, came from the Carnatic, accompanied 
by his other son, Venkajee, ,and visited Sivajee, 
WIth the consent and approbation of his own go
vernment. Sivajee treated his father with the 
greatest distinction, and on hearing of his approach, 
according to Mahratta notions, of profound respect, 
went several ~ miles to meet him, dismounted from 
his horse, and saluted him with the obeisance due 
by a servant to his sovereign ~ insisted on walking 
by the side of his lather's palanquin, pnd would 
not sit in his presence until repeatedly commanded. 
After some weeks spent in conviviality, and visiting 
various parts of Sivajee's territory, Shahjee, highly 
gratified, returned to Beejapoor, the bearer of 
presents from Sivajee to the king~; and wllat 
strengthens the supposition of Shabjee's having 
been the mediator, hostilities from that time were 
suspended between Sivajee and Beejapoor during 

• Mahratta MSS. 
t Beejapoor MS. 
t Mahratta MS. 
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the life of Shahjee; nOf, when they were l'enewed, 
was Slvajee the aggressor. 

It IS an opinion of som~ of the Mahrattas, that 
it was by Shabjee's advice that Sjvajee changed 
his princIpal residence, from Rajgurh to Ralree. It 
is certain, that he~ at tHs t~me, changed the name of 
the latter to Raigu.rh; and Apaje~ Sonedeo was in

structed to qommence erecting a complete set of' 
public buildings within the fort, with accommod
ation for the dIffel eut offiC!ers and departments 
of his immediate government; a work which was 
not, completed for several years -= ~onsiderable la
bour was also, for some time, used in strengthening 
the natural defencea of the mountain, for the pur
pose of rendering jt Impregnable. 

Sivajee now possessed the whole of'the continent 
of the Concan, from Kalhan to Goa, a length of 
coast about four degrees of latitude; and the 
Concan Ghaut Mahta, from the Beema to the 
Warn a, a distance of about 160 English miles. 
His territory, at its greatest breadth, or between 
Sopa and Jinje.eta, did not exceed one hundred 
English miles. He had an army proportionally 
much larger than the size of his territory; but, 
when we consider the predatory means he took for 
supporting it, the number, when stated at fifty 
thousand foot, ;:I.nd seven thousand horse, is, pro
bably, not exaggerated. His power was formid
able, and the truce with Beejapoor gave him a~ 
opportunity of directing it against the Moghuls. 
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CHAP. VI. 

FROM A. D. 1662. TO A. D. 1667. 

SivaJee attacks the lYloghul possessIons. - §..haweh Khan I$~ent 
rgai71st lum. - occupzes Poona, heszeges and takes CIAakU1l.
ROJa JeS'Wunt Szng, 91 Joudpoor, sent to rezriforce Shaasteh 
]{kan. -NetaJee Palkur is surprzsed and 'Wounded, but escapes. 
-SzvaJee performs an adventurous exploat.- Shaisteh Khan 
is recalled. - Sultan Mauzum as appoznted to the Deccan, 
'Wzth JeS'Wunt Szng, as second .n command. - SzvaJee plunders 
Surat. - Death of ShahJee. - SZ'lJaJee assumes the tztle '!I 
Raja, an.d strzkes coins zn Ins own name, - Ius fleet makes 
prize tifsome Moghul ships hound to the Red Sea, and plun
ders the F~lgrzms proceedzng to Mecca; -plunders Ahmednu
gur; - makes a descent on tke coast, and plunders Bareelore. 
- [laja Je'!L Sing, !!:!!¢. Dale'!!..., Khan come agaznst lum unexpect
edl;' - Aurungzebe's vaer»s and polzeyin regard to the fJeccan. 
-Progress of Je!J Szng. - SzvaJee zn alarm and perplenf!J. -
Srege and difence 91 Poorundhur. - SZ'I1ajee's submission.
Remarkable convention of Poorundhur. - War 'Wzth Bee;apoor. 
- SzvaJee and VenkaJee opposed to each other. - SzvaJee 
repaIrs to Deihi, -- as placed an confinemem h!J Aurungze6e,
tjJects has escape, and returns 10 the Deccan. - Je1j Szng's 
progress, - as oblaged to raase the. szege 91 Bee;apoor, and re
treat, - is superseded by Sultan Mauzum, aud dies on has re
turn to'Wards Delhi. 

SINCE the departure of Aurungzebe, Sivajee 
1~:2. had been so much occupied in the war with 

Beejapoor, that he was not only unable to 
take advantage of the events passing in Hindoostan, 
but in May, 16tH, when the Moghuls possessed 
themselves of Kallian Bheemree, Sivajee was not
in a condition to resent the aggression. He now, 
however, prepared a large force; the infantry under 
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Moro Punt, and the horse headed ,by Netajee 
Palkur. The former, during the rains, possessed 
himself of several strong holds, north of Joonere, 
but there is no satisfactory account of the parti
culars. N etajee Palkur, as soon as the state of the 
roads permitted, ravaged the Moghul districts with
out mercy; he was ordered to plunder the villages, 
and levy contributions from the towns; but he 
even exceeded these orders, swept the country to 
the envi,fons-of Aurungabad, spread terror in all 
directions, and, by moving rapidly from one di
rection to another, returned safe and unopposed to 
"Poona. 

Shaisteh Khan·, who, with the title ofU meer-Ool 
Oomrah, had been appointed to succeed the prince, 
Sul~an Mauzl1m, as viceroy of the Deccan, was 
ordered by the emperor, to punish this daring in
cursion, to carry the war into Sivajee's territory, 
and to reduce his forts. 

Shaisteh Khan accordmgly marched from Au .. 
rutlgabad, with a great force, and pursuing. the 
high road by Ahmednugur and Pairgaom, turned. 
from the latter place westward towards Poona. On 
his route, he sent a detachment to take possession 
of Sopa, and pitched on J adow Rao, Deshmookh 
of Sindkheir, Sivajee's r~lation, to occupy the dis
tricts. t Sivajee, on the approach of the Moghul 

• :Maternal uncle of Aurungzebe. and nephew of the cele
brated Noor Mahal, whose name IS probably more generally 
know',n,6tl present from Mr. Moore's Lalla Rookh, than fro~ 
the history of IndIa. 'I'he fact of our bemg indebted to Noor 
JehaQ'$/mother for the discovery of utter of roses, is gravely 
recorded by the historian Khafee Khan. 

t Khafee Khan. 
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army, left Rajgurh, and made Singurh bis prin .. 
cipal residence. Shaisteh Khan took Poona, and 
sent out strong detachments to occupy the Katruje 
Ghaut, and the village of Sewapoor. Parties were 
also detached to reconnoitre the forts; and as 
Chakun lay between him and Joonere, which was 
inconvenient, and as he expected that so small a 
place would surrender on the first summons, he' 
moved against it with the main body of his army; 
but Phirungajee Nursalla, who had remained in 
command of Chakun since the year 1646, refused 
to surrender, and made an excellent defence .. 
Chakun held out against the Moghul army for 
nearly two months. - At last, on the fifty-sixth 
day of: the siege, a mine having been sprung under 
the north-east bastion, a very large practicable 
breach was made, and many of the garrison were 
kill~d by the explosion. The Moghuls being pre
pared for the assault rushed forward, but were met 
by the remains of the garrison, headed by their 
gallant Havildar in the breach, which was so well 
defended, that the assailants could make no im .. 
pression: The besieged maintained their post till 
night-fall, when the attack ceased; and in the 
morning, Phirungajee N ursallacapitulated. Shaisteh 
Khan, .in admiration -of his conduct, treated him 
with great' respect, and made him considerable 
offers if he would enter the imperial service, but 
N ursalla did not disgrace the fame he had acquired 
by accepting them; Shaisteh Khan dismissed him 
with honour, and he rejoined Sivajee, by whom 
he was commended and rewarded. 

The Mog4~ by their own account, lost nine 
VOL. I. 0 
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hundred in killed and wounded, before Chakun" 
which, considermg the length and obstinate nature 
of the defence, does not appear a great number; 

but Shaisteh Khan became unpressed with 
t6:3. an idea of the insurtnountable difficulty of 

reducing the hill forts. Aurungzebe, on the 
contrary, considered their reduction a matter of 
easy accomplishment; and long after this period, 
continued to entertain the greatest contempt for 
the Mahrattas, as enemies. Raja J eswunt Sing, 
the Rajpoot prince of Joudpoor was, however, 
ordered to join the Khan with a large reinforce
ment. The fair season was far advanced before 
his arrival, and the whole army lay inactive in the 
neighbourhood of Poona, whilst Netajee Palkur 
again appeared about Ahmednugur and Aurunga
bad, burning and plundering the districts. • 

A party was jmmediately detached to intercept 
him, and on this occasion succeeded :in surprising 
and killing several of. his men. They afterwards 
continued the pursuit, Netajee was himself wound
ed, and it waS supposed he would have b<7n taken, 
had not the Beejapoor general, Roostum Zuman' 
.favored his escape.t 

Shaisteh Khan, in the mean time, had taken up 
his abode in the town or Poona, and had fixed his 
residence in the house built by Dadajee Konedeo.; 
From Sivajee's being iIi, the neighbourhood, of 
1V.hose character for stratag-em he was well aware, 
the tK,han took many' of those precautions which 

-, Mahratta MSS., Khafee Khan. 
t l\tahratta M88., and English Record .. 
t. Mahratta 1\188. 
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frequently invite what they are intended to prevent. 
No armed Mahratta was permitted to enter Poona 
without a passport, and no Mahratta horsemen 
were entertained excepting under such chiefs" of 
their own, as held their lands from the emperor. 
~ Sivajee, watchful of all that passed, resolved to 
surprise the Khan, and sent two Bramins to make 
such arrangements as were necessary to gam ad. 
miSSIon. When his preparations were complete, 
Sivajee left Singurh one evening in the month of 
,April t, a little after sun set, at the head of 
a considerable body of infantry whom he posted m 
liimall parties along the road, but Yessjee Kunk,. Tan
najee Moloosray, and twenty-five Mawulees were 
all that entered.:1: His emissaries § had gained a 
Mabratta. foot-soldier in the Khan's service, who, 
on pretence of celebrating a marriage, obtained 
permission to beat through the town with the noisy 
instruments used oil such occasions, and also for 
some of his companions, who always carry their 
arms, to join in the procession. Poona being an 
open town, Sivajee with bis party, favored by the 
contrivance of his emissaries, easily slipped un dis .. 
covered into the crowd, and joined in the moving 
assemblage. 

When all was quiet, Sivajee and his companions, 

.. Khafee Khan. 
t Mahratta MSS., and letter from the EnglIsh factors, then 

prisoners at large in Rajapoor, dated 12th April, 1663. 
:t: M~atta MSS. 
§ :rhe means his emissaries took to obtain him adlplSsi~D, is 

omitted in the Mahratta MSS., but Khafee Khan"*s- ~ccount 
bears every mark of probability. It is also confirmett by Ca
trou. 
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fclmiliar with every avenue and every accessible 
part .of the Khan's residence, proceeded with a 
few pick-axes to the coo~.room, above which 
there was a window slightly built up. Through 
this place they soon made themsehres a passage, 
,but not without alarming some of the women, of 
the Khan's family, who immediately ran and awoke 
their master. Shaisteh Khan was hurrying out, 
and in the act ~f lowering himself from a window, 
w I),en he received a blow on the hand which cut off 
one of his fingers. He was fortunate in escaping 
withOut further injury, as his son Abool Futih 
Khan and most of the guard at his house were 
"killed. 

Sivajee and his men retired before it was possible 
to i~tercept ,them, and gradually collected their 
parties on.their route to Singurh. When they got 
to the distance of three or four miles, they lighted 
totches, previously prepared, to occaSlOn deception 
as to their numbers, and to express their defiance 
and derision. In this manner they ascended to the 
fort in 'view of the Moghul camp, from which they 
might be distinctly seen. 

No action of Sivajee's, is now talked of with 
greater exultation among his countrymen, than 
this exploit ; - to complete the triumph, a body 
of Moghuls came galloping towards Singurh next 
;morning, and were permitted to approach close to 
tlw f01:t, which they did in a vaunting manner, 
beating their kettle drums, and brandishing _their 
,)Vords; when the gJlns opening upon them, they 
retired 'in the .greatest confusion. Kartojee 'Goozur, 
who commanded a party of Sivajee's horse, left in 

2~ 
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the neighbourhood by Netajee Palkur, took this 
opportunity of falling upon them, which he did 
so unexpectedly as to complete their :81ght and 
disgrace.· This IS the first tim~ we find the Mog
hul cavalry pursued by the Mahrattas. Kartojee 
Goozur, encouraged by his Sllccess, cut off several 
small parties, and obhged the l\Ioghuls to strengthen 
their out-posts. 

TriHmg reverses contributE::a to dishearten 
Shaisteh Khan in his present state of grief and 
mortIfication. Instead of acting with the spirit th~t 
became an officer, he accused Jeswunt Sing of neg
lect, complained of the state of his army, and wrote 
to the emperor stating suspicions of J es wunt Sing's 
having been bribed by Slvajee. Aurungzebe was 
preparing for a journey to Kashmeer when news 
of the Khan's disaster, and the want of union be
tween him and J eswunt Sing, reached Delhi. He 
at first recalled both the principal officers, and' ap
pointed Sultan Mauzum VIceroy of the Deccan; 
but he afterwards conferred the government of 
Bengal on Shaisteh Khan, and directed Jeswunt 
Sing to remain as second in command under the 
prmce. 

Jeswunt Sing made a feeble attempt to invest 
Singurh, but he did not prosecute the siege. 
Strong detachments were left at Chakull t, and 

'" Mahratta MSS. 
t It was about this tlme~ when the army bad retIred, that 

Slvajee, havmg gone to hear a Kutha by Tookaram, In the town 
of Poona, narrowly escaped bemg made prtsoner by the garri
on of Chakun. The Mahratta MSS. par:tlcuJarJy mentIon the 
"tIllraculous lDterference of the god Pandoqrang, by whom he 
'Was saved. 

03 
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Joonere, 'whilst the main bodyofthe army retired to 
Aurungabad. 

- --, Sivajee, who always spread false reports of' hisl 
intentions, asseni bled an army in the neighbour. 
hood of Kallian, and another near Dhunda Ra· 
• I 

Jepoor, gave out that he meant to attack the Por. 
tuguese at Bassein and Choule, or make a grand 
effort to reduce the Seedee. But his real design 
was on Sura!, at that time one of the richest 
cities in India, and Byherjee N aik, a famous spy 
in his service, was already on the spot making such 
preparatory observations as were necessary. On 
'ptetence of paying his respects at a temple near 
Nassuck, and of visiting the forts lately taken by 
Moro Trimmul, Sivajee proceeded to the north· 

ward, but when supposed to' be engaged in 
t6~ devotions, he made a rapid march with four 

Jan. s. thousand horse towards Surat, which he sur .. 
prised, and having systematica11y plundered 

it for six days of great riches, he leisurely conveyed 
his boo!y unmolested to Raigurh, which being now 
completed, bei!ame the future seat of his govern .. 
ment. The plunder of Surat was great, and it 
would have been more considerable had the En$
lish and Dutch factories fallen into his power, but 
they stood on the defensive, and the English in 
particular, behaved sf? manfully, that they not 
only saved their own property, but a part of that 
of, the citizens: Sir George Oxen den was then 
chief or governor at Surat. ,.. 

On Sivajee's return he heard of the death of his 
=II: The sack of Surat, on this occasion, is most minutely des .. 

cribed in. the Records of the English factory, now in the East 
Imlia ho,usc:. In conseq\lenc~ of their generous defence bf 
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father~ which happened by an accidental fall from 
his horse, when hunting ., in January, 1664, at the 
village of Buswuputtum, on the banks of Toong
buddra, /lear Bednore, where he had joined the 
Beejapoor army to assist in reducing ¢me refrac
tory Zumeendars. 

Shahjee possessed at his death, not only the dis.
tricts originally conferred upon bim in Jagheet, by 
the Beejapoor government, h9t the fort of Arnee. 
Porto Novo t, and the territory of Tanjore. t He 
continued in obedience to Ali Adil Shah, who. 

the p{operty of others, Aurungzebe granted to the English a 
perpetual exemption from IJ portlpn or lpe customs eucted 
from the traders of other natIOns at Surat. Durwg the tj~ 
the Mahrattas were plundering the town, Sivajee remained out
SIde. A person named SJDitb, an.Englishman, was taken pnsoner 
and carrIed before Stvajee, whom he represented as seated in a 
tent" ordering heads and hands to be chopped olF, -in cas~ 
where persons were supposed to be concealmg their wealth. 

The walls o( Surat, up to Utis perlC~d, ~ or mud. They 
were now ordered to be built of brIck. ~venot, who was at 
Surat in the early part of 1'666, mentions that they ~er~ then 
in progress. ' 

* 'Some Mahrattas, very pId men, join in all -sorts ofhunting~ 
~e pt'esent JJJD Rao NPik Nimbalkur, must b~ llearly till old 
flS Shahjee was, and IS still a keen sportsm~n. 

t The Enghsh records mention the capture of Porto Novo, 
by Shabjee, in July 1661. 

:t: AU the l\fahratta MSS. state the conquest to have been 
JDa4e by Shabjee. N() Mahrattas or Brarmns. conversaDt 'WIth 
theIr own history, seem to tomk ptherwise.; the doubt seems to 
ha~e arISen in the neighbourhood of Tanjore, ~nd it was natu .. 
ral to have do.ne so, owmg to the apprebension which the Tan
jore Raja must have entertained, of being called to account for, 
half Ilia revenue; proofs, however, of what is ,stated .. WIll I1Ih~ 
mately appear. 

[) " 
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seems to have allowed him to retain his new acqui
sitions unquestioned. 

Some days were spent by Sivajee in the observ
ance of the usual obsequies which he performed at 
Singurh, where he remained for some time, and 
afterwards came to Raigurh. 'He spent some 
months revising and arranging the departments and 
'affairs of 'his government, assisted by his principal 
()fficers ; and on this occasion, first assumed the title 
of Raja, and struck coins in his own name. 

Netajee Palkur regularly returned at the cam· 
mencement of the rains, and was almost invariably 
successful. Sivajee's fleet had also succeeded in 
making considerable captures. Amongst others, 
they took some Moghul ships bound to Mocha, 
and exacted ransoms from all the rich pilgrims 
proceeding to the shrine of their prophet. In the 
month of August, SivaJee, in person, surprized and 
plundered the Pettah of Ahmednugur, and carried 
his depredations to the vicinity of Aurungabad •• 
During his absence, the Beejapoor army, stationed 
-at Pan alIa, under the command of two generals, 
broke the truce, tnade a vigorous effort for the re
covery of the Concan, and had retaken several 
places; when Sivajee, who, as the English records 
of the period observe, seemed to be every where 

and prepared for every emergency, appeared 
Oct. in the field at the head of a large force, 

with which he gave them battle, and de
feated them with great slaughter." Vingorla, the 
Inhabitants of which seem to have risen on his 
garrison, Sivajee burnt to the ground, and hastened 

.. The English factors at Carwar and Rajapoor mention ~hat 
6000 of tbf,l BejapQor troops were killed. 
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back to Singurh to watch the'mtions of the Mog. 
huls, from whom he apprehend~d an attack, as they 

had sent a strong reinforcement to a camp 
1~5. formed at Joonere. But having discovered 

that they did not intend to act on the offen .. 
sive, he sent off a part of hIS horse to plunder in 
the Beejapoor territory, south of the KIstna, and 
immediately devised a new enterprize. Preparatory 
to its execution, he'caused it to be believed that he 

had a design of surprising the Moghul camp. 
Feb. Whilst this report was current, he secretly 

drew ,together a largr fleet·, suddenly set 
off for the coast, embarked from Malwan, made a 
descent on the.rich town of Barcelore; about 130 

# • 

miles below Goa, and sailed back as far as Gocurn 
with four thousand men, before it was Tully ascer
tained that he had quitted his capItal. There, having 
dismissed the greater part of hiB :Beet, he paid his 
devotions at a temple in the neighbourhood, and 
afterwards, having divided his t:oops into parties, 
scoured the whole country, and acquired im
mense booty from several of the rich mercantde 
towns in that neighbourhood; Carwar stood on 
the· defensive, and Sivajee had only time to exact 
a contribution t; after which, having dispatched his 
troops by land, he hastily re-embarked on his re
tarn to Raigurh.:j: 

.. Accordmg to a letter from the Carwar factory, thIS fleet 
consisted of eighty-five frigates, and three great ships. By the 
frIgates are probably meant, the small vessels wIth one mast, 
from '30 to 150 tons burthen, Common on the ~alabtlr coast; 
and by the great shIps, three masted !essels. -

t The EnglIsh factory paid 1121. sterlmg of thIS contribution. 
:I: Mahratta MSS. and English Jtecords. The fwmer men

tion that Sivajee, on this expeditlonf acquired vas~ plunder at 
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On this voyage Sivajee was detained longer thau 
he expected, a strong gale drove hi1l\ down the 
coast, and the north-west winds prevented his 
return for many days. 'rhis delay was one of se. 
vera! circumstances by which his tutelary goddess is 
said to have shown her displeasure at this expedi .. 
tion; the only naval enterprize, on which he, in 
person, emparked. 

But a more serious cause of uneasiness, than the 
inconveniences of adverse winds and sea-sickness, 
awaited the return of Sivajee; which was no less, 
than tne approach of' a very formidable army under 
two officers of note. Mirza Baja Jey Sing, a Raj.. 
poot prince, and Dilere Khan, an Mghan. 

On first view it appears extraordinary that Au
rungzebe; after what had occurred, did not prosecute 
the war against Sivajee with greater vigour; but 
hiS" own insecurity, the app~ehensions of' a usurper, 
especially during his father's life, and the natural 
distrust. ofa jealous.dispositiozt, sufficiently account 
for the delay, independent of discussions with the 
court of Persia, his ultimate views of subjugating 
the whole Deccan at once, and the contempt he en. 
tertained for "the mountain rat," as it js said ., he 
affected to style Sivajee. 

The assumption of the title of Raja, the privilege 
of coining, the numerous aggressions committed, or 
ev~p the plunder of Surat, did not call forth the 

Hussnoor, the latter say at Barcelore. The Mah,sttas say 
tbat Hussnoor, {WIth the sit~ation of which II)Ull,Ulllc<juajnted,) 
IS a town in 13ardez, in the Goa territory. 

~ Fiyer. 
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resentment of Aurongzebe so forcibly, as robbing 
the holy pilgrims 'Proceeding to Mecca. and the 
religious zeal whlch he ,professed, demanded an 
exertion of his power, to punish the author Df out
rages. as sacrilegious to his faith, as insulting tp his 
empire. 

Mirza Raja Jey Sing, and Dilere Khan, nad,both, 
in the first instance, declared for the cause of Dara,. 
but were subsequently won QVef by AuruJlgzebe, 
to whom they p~rformed essential services. The 
emperor never placed entire cofidence in Jey Sing, 
and he was suspicious of Dilere Khan oying to his 
former <:onduct, to the bold daring character of the 
man, and to his great influence with his country
men, of whom there were a great number in the 
imperial service. On the distant employment to 
which they were about to proceed, among a people 
and in a country familiar to Aurungzebe, but where 
they were strangers, their services and that of their 
adherents could be safely used in ,.educing Sivajee, 
and exacting arrear$ of tribute from Beejapoor. 
As that govetnment became more and more indi.
gent, this demand was always an eJ(cuse for hosti
lities. In the present instance, it aflbrded .conve
nient occupation for two men whom Aurungzebe 
doubted, and weakened a kingdom intended to be 
annexed to the empire. Aurungzebe, although he. 
must have b~en aware that Jey Sing's Uleans were 
inadequate, gave him a commission to conquer 
.Beejapoor, after Sivajee should be subdued. He 
had not sufficient confidence in anyone to trust 
him. with a sufficient force, and his policy, from 
the time he became emperor, seeQ1S to have been, to 
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'Shake the Deccan states so effectually, that he could 
overturn them when it suited hi~ purpose. 

Wl)en this army marched! Ram Sing, the son o( 
'Raja J ey Sing, was dIrected to reside at the em· 
peror's court, on pretence of doing his father honor, 
but in reality as a hostage for his conduyt. It was 
so contrived that Jey Sing's approach was not 
known to Sivajee, when he embarked on his mari. 
time expedition. The force crossed the N erbud. 
dah about the month of February. Jeswunt Sing 
and Sultan Mauzum were recalled,_ but Jey Sing 
took an opportunity of paying his respects to. the 
prince at Aurungabad, and then marched on to 
Poona. He arrived there early i.n.- Apnl~ and no 
time was lost in 'Commencing operations. He in
vested Poorundhur; and leaving DIlere Khan to 
prosecute the siege, he himself blockaded Singurh, 
and pushed on his advanced.'parties as far as R .. a
jghur. 

Sivajee had just returned from the 'coast, on Jey 
Sing's arrival, and hastened to Raigurh, where he, 
for the first time, called a consultation Qf all his 
principal people. Netajee Palkur, though it was a 
part of his duty to watch 'the motions qf the enemy, 
was at a great distance with the main body of the 
'Cavalry, and Sivajee, although he probably then 
found it impolitic to displace .him, never forgave 
the neglect*'., Kartojee Goozur had further oppor
,touitiesl of proving his activity;. but it was rather in 
eluding pursuit than in any particulflr success, he 

* Catrou from M'anouchi's MS. says NetaJee was bribed by 
Jey SlOg, which, although not mentioned in the Mahratta MSS., 
if! more than' probable. 
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,however cut off several parties of foragers, and 
brought in constant intellIgence. 

The great reputation' of Raja Jey Sing., the 
strength of his anny, and the unexpected vigour of 
his attack, c·ombined to create an unusual alarm 
and perplexity in Sivaj~e, which were perceptible 
in the consultations at Raigurh, and spread them
selves amongst his chief offic~rs. This indeci.
sion, according to the opinion of his countrymen" 
anxIOUS to deify him, was in consequence of a com
munication from the goddess Bhowanee, by whom 
Sivajee was warned in a dream, that he could not 
prevail against this Hindoo prince, and as Siva
jee was not, as far as can be ascertained, Plateri
a11y reduced in any way, it is probable, that super
stition was one of the principal causes whicn 
influenced his conduct at this crisis. 

But the irresolution of' the council at Raigurh 
did not affect the spirit of the garrison at Poorund. 
hur. Bajee Purvoe t, a Deshpandya of Mhar, was 
Havildar of the fort, which was strongly garrisoned 
by Mawulees and Hetkurees. {The Deshpandya 
maintained his post with bravery and ability. He 
disputed I every point of the approaches, but his 
outposts being driven in, Dilere Khan commenced 
mining a rock under. one of the towers of the lower 
fort. The garrison made frequent sallies, .and re
peatedly drove off the miners, but they were at lase 

., He was styled fr~m the name of bis capItal, Rajah of Am
bhere, now better known by that of Jeypoor or Jeynugur. He 
was probably' grandfather to the celebrated astronomer Jey Sing, 
who succeeded to the principahty in 1693. 

t He was no relation of the gallant Purvoe, o£ the same 
name, who covered Slvajee'lfretreat from PanaU~. 
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firmly lodged under cover .. After repeated failures, 
they succeeded in shattering the rock and defen· 
ces, so as to enable them to attempt an assault· 
They had gaineq the lower fort, but whilst the 
garrison was retiring to the upper, the assailants, 
careless or insensible of the danger to which they 
exposed themselves, dispersed to plunder the houses; 
when the Hetkuree marksmen, from a.bove, opened 
a fire so destructivt", that many of the assaUants 
sought shelter in every corner, and others ran out
side to get under cover of the rock.. At this moment 
the Mawulees, headed by theit commander, salli .. 
ed out, atU1cked the Moghuls sword in hand, killed 
all that opposed them, a.nd drove them down the 
hill in view of Dilere Khan, who was seated on his 
elephant, nea~ the bottom, observing the progress 
of the assault. Seeing the flight of his men he bent 
his bow, called to a body of Patans about him to 
advance, and rallying the fugitives, pushed forward 
his elephant; but the garrison~ like all Mahrattas, 
daring in success, closed with his men, and even 
the hardy Afghans began to recoil from the swords 
of the MawuJees J when Dilere Khan, having mark. 
ed the conspicuous conduct of their leader, with 
his own hand, pierced him with an arrow and killed 
him on the spot. The whole of the garrison accom. 

• The highest point of the mountain or Poorundhur is up
wards of seventeen hundred reet from the plain immediately 
belo'~; there are two forts, an upper and lower, situated from 
~ree' to four .hundred feet below the summit; tho'works, lIke 
mos~ of the hill-forts. in that part of the country. are of per
pendicular'rock, and frequentll weakened, rather than strength
ened, by curtains and bastions of masonry t by which the Jl&tural 
defences are generally surmounted. 
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panying him instantly fled, nor stopped 'Until they 
reached the upper fort. The Moghuls again took 
possession of the lower fort, but the fire from 
above obliged them to relinquish it. After this' 
failure, Dilere Khan, considering the northern face 
impregnable, determined on attempting to escalade 
'Vujrgurh·, a small detached fort, situated on the 
north-east angle of Poormfdhur, ~ which commands 
a great part of its works. The attempt succeeded, 
and guns were brought up to breach the upper fott, 
but the rains had set in and greatly retarded oper
ations. The Moghul artillery was extremely bad, 
and although they continued firing for weeks, little 
impression was made on the defences. The gar. 
rison, however, became dispirited,' and sent notice 
that they could hold out no longer. They would 
have evacuated the fort, but Sivajee particularly 
desired them to mftintUn the defence until he 
should send them an intimationJto retire. 

Sivajee from the first had commenced negotiating 
and sending messages to Jey Sing, from whom he 
received assurances of favour; 'but the latter, who 
understood the character of his adversary, did not 
relax in his. efforts or preparations, and Sivajee now 
seriously reverted to his early plan of entering the 
Moghu) service, and relinquishing a part <>f his 
acquisitions. 

With this view he sent Rugonath Punt, Nya.Shas .. 
tree, to Jey Sing, who listened, answered, and 
agreed. to some ()f Sivajee's proposals; but he put 
no trust in 1iis sincerity,. until the Bramin, (Rn
gonatb Punt,) convinced lUm that Sivajee did not 

• Or RoodeI' MahaJ, according to the Mahrattas. 
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intend dueption. J ey Sing then desired him to as. 
sure Sivajee, on the honour of a Rajpoot. that he 
~ight rely, not only on pardon, but on favour and 
protection fi'om the emperor. Whilst this negociation 
waspending, Sivajeemoved from Raigurhto Pel'tab .. 
gurh, and afterward~ to Jowlee; (or wh~t purpose 
is unknown, but probably in prder to conceal his 
real design from his own troops. With a slender 

retinue, Sivajee, in the month. of' July, 
July. crossed the mountains, proceeded straight 

to Jey Sing's camp, where he announced 
himself as Slvajee Raja. Jey Sing sent a person 
to conduct him to his presence, and on his ap
proach, advanced from his tent, met, and em .. 
braced him. He' seated him on his rigbt hand~ 
treated him with great respect and kindness, and 
repeated the assurances; sent by Rugonath Punt. 
After same conversation, ill- the humblest strain 
on the part of Sivajee, he was permitted to retire 
to, tents adjoining those of J ey Sing. Next day 
Sivajee went ,to visit Dilere Khan, who was still 
b~fore Poorundhur, and now exceedingly mortified 
at his not being made privy to the negotiation .. 
'He threatened to persevere in reducing Poorund .. 
hur, and putting every man to the sword; this, 
however, was but a threat, and he was soothed 
and gratified by Sivajee's presenting the keys of 
the gate with his own hand, and telling~ 4im 
that all his forts' and country were his, that, he 
merely sought pardon, that experience had con~ 
vinced him ,of the folly of resisting such sold,iers 
as Aurungzebe could boast of, and -that' he now 
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only hoped to be enrolled among the servants' of 
th~ empire. 

4.n armistice immed!ately took place, as soon as 
Sivajee came into camp, anq, after se\-eral confer
ences, the following were the terms of agreement 
entered into, subject to the approval of the em
peror; but the whole, under the guarantee of Jey 
Sing, without which, Sivajee would not have trusted 
his .person in a Moghul army: -'As a preliminary 
article, Sivajee relinquished whatever forts or ter·I 
ritory he had taken from the Moghuls. Of thirty
two forts taken or built by hip), in the territ9ry 
which, had belonged to the Nizam Shahee govern
ment, he gave up twenty to Jey Sing, amongst 
which were POQrundhur and --8ingurh. The wh<?le 
of the districts depend~nt on these forts were ceded 
at the same time. 

The territory belonging to the remaining twelve 
forts·, estimated at ~ne lack. of pagodas of annual 
revenue, and all the rest of ,his acquisitions were 
to form his J agheer, dependent on the eIlJperor. 
His son Sumbhajee, then in his eighth year, was 
to receive a munsub of five thousand. horse; but 
the most remarkable part of this agreement was 
Siyajee's proposal, of being allowed certain assign
ments on Beejapoor, probably, in lieu of his pre-

, te.nded hereditary claIms 1D the Nizam Shahee ter
ritory, an,d as some recompence for what he had 
ceded to the emperor. 

• The twelve remalDing forts were, 1. Rajgurh, 2. Torna, 3. 
Rauee, (ltalgurh,) 4. Lmganah, 5. Mhargurb, 6. BalJagurh, 7. , , 
Gossala, 8. Eeswaree, 9. Palee, 10. Bhoorup, 11. Koaree, and 
l2. Oodedroog 

VOL. I. p 
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These assignments were estimated at five lacks 
of pagodas, being a fourth and a tenth of the re .. 
verlile, termed by him the Ck07ith ahd Surdesk
mookkee, of certain districts above the Ghauts; the 
charge of collecting which he took upon himself. 
So eager Was Sivajee to obtain the Imperial au .. 
thority for thiS arrangement, that he offered, on 
condition of its being granted, to pay a peshkush 
of forty lacks of pagodas by ~nstalments of three 
lacks annually, and to maintain an additional body 
of troops.· 

Aurungzebe, in a long 'letter to Sivajee, dis
tinctly confirms the substance of what is recorded 
by the Mahrattas to have taken place at the con. 
vention of Poorundhur, enumerates the twelve 
forts,. and promises a munsub of five thousand 
horse to Sivajee's son. Aurungzebe's letter does 
not specify Chouth and Surdeshmookhee; indeed, 
it is probable he did not comprehend theit meaning 
~r insidious tendency, but as he also had sinister 
"iews, in his plan of undermining the government 
of Beejapoor, he agrees to Sirajee's proposal, on 
(!ondition of his accompanying Raja. J ey Sing, 
'With his troops, exerting himself in the conquest 
-of that state, and paying the first instalment of the 
prortlised Peshkush. t 

According to his !agreement, Sivajee, witl} a. 
body of two thousand horse, 'and eight thc;>usand 

* This proposal on the part of Sivajee, was sent to the -em
peror, according to custom, in the form or a petition; and at 
th~ suggestion 'of Jey SlOg, Sivajee intimated his intenti® of 
visiting the emperor, by stating in the mOst courtly strain. m. 
desire td kiSS the royal threshold. . 

t Original letter. 
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infantry", co-operated with Jey Sing. The com· 
bined army marched ,ah9ut the month of Novem.
bel', and their first operations were dir~cted ag~t 
Bujajee 'Naik Nimbalkur, the rel~tion of Sivajee, 
and a Jagbeerdar of Beejapoor. Phultun was 1"e

duced,t and the fort of Tattora escaladed by,Si,.. 
vajee's Mawulees. All the fortified places were 
takeJl possession of in their route. 

Ali Adil Smut had prepared 'his tJ:oops, but en .. 
deavoured to prevent the invasion by promises of 
settling the demands of the Moghuls; Jey Sing 
however,:continued his advance,. and met with little 
opposition until near Mungulwehra, where the 
Beejapoor horse :first made their appearance, and 
acted with great aqtivity and vigour. Abdool Mo
hammud, the prime minister, was. the chief ~om. 
mander of the Beejapoor troops; tlie principal 
officers were Abdool Khureem Bahlol~ Khan, !!!.Q:
waus Khan, Seedee Uzeez, son of Seedee Johur, --------... -....;: .. 
and Venkajee Raja Bhonslay, t~e half t>rother of 
Sivajee. 

The Mahratta horse in the servic;e of B~ejapoor, 
fought with uncommon spirit on this service. Ven
~jee Raja, and Ruttajee Manay, Deshmook .Qf 
Muswar, were the most conspicuous. t 

On the side of the Moghuls, Sivajee a!1d N:,e.
tajee p~ dis~guished themselve~ particularly 
on an occasion where they had the re.ar ,guard. 1 

• Khafee Khan. 
t Beejap'ool' MSS. confirmed by grants of land" to Ruttajee 

Manay in consequence. ~e deeds are in possession of th" 
family at Muswar. 

t Khafee Khan. 
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They wer~ also detached against several pl~ces 'of 
strength, which were reduced by Sivajee"s infantry. 
Aurungzebe, in consequence of these services, 
wrote Sivajee a letter, extolling his conduct, and 
sent him ~n honorary present as a mark of his re
gard·; in a subsequent letter he invited him to 
court, promised to confer on him great rank and 
honours, and to permit him to return to the Dec .. 
9l-D• f Intercourse had es~blished mutual cou
fidence between Sh-ajee and Jey Sing; by the ad. 
vice, and on the assurance of' the latter, ,Sivajee 
res~lved to visit Delhi, and despatched Rugonath 
Punt for die ostensible purpose of announcing his 
approach, but principally to gain some intelligenc~ 
respecting characters and affairs at the imIkrial 
court. t Siv'ajee ordered all his principal officers' 
to meet him at Raigurh; but whilst they were 
assembling, he visited,the whole of his forts, gave 
'the strictest injunctions to each of the. officers in 
charge, and returned to the meeting at the capital. 

He there invested MoI;,o Trimmul Pingle,Y, 
A6 Do' Abajee Sqnedeo, and Annajee Dutto, with 
1 66. full authority during his absence, and en .. 

joined all persons to respect and obey their orders 
as !f issued by himself. The territory i was now 
greatly circumscnbed: in the Concan, it extended 
from Choule to the neighbourhood of Ponda, and
in the Ghaut Mahta, from the Neera river- to 

" 
Rangpa. 

SivaJ~e.' accompanied by his eldest son, Sum .. 

.. prlginalletteJ:. t OrIginal letter. 
:t: The account of the proceedings for 1665, is partly from 

Khafe~ Khan, but prmcipally on the authority of MahrattaMSS. 
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hhajee, set out for Delhi in tbe beginning of 
l\iarch, ' 1666, attended by five hundred choice 
horse, and one thousand Mawulees, On his ar
rival in the neighbourhood of Delhi, Ram Sing, 
the son of Raja Jey Sing, and another officer of 
inferior rank, were the only persons sent by A.u
rungzebe to meet him. 

This marked slight did not pass unobserved; but 
Si\'ajee forbore noticing it, till on being admitted 
to an audience; and condescending to present a 
-Nuzurolt, the place assigned to him was only amongst 
those who held the rank of five thousand.. He 
.could no longer suppress resentment at this indig
:oity, and he expressed, in the hearing of those 
near him, who repeated his words to the emperor, 
the indignation he felt at such treatment. In con
sequence of this language, when the audience was' 
ended,. and Sivajee had retired tQ the dwelling as .. 
signed to him, it was, intimated, that the emperor" 
fOO" the future, declined seeing him at court. S1.
vajee was justly alarmed at this communication,. 
and aftet some delay, in order to ascertain the r~al 
intentions, of Aurungzebe, he sent Rugonath Punt 
with a petition, setting forth the reasons which 
had induced hi~ to visit Delhi, the promises and 
invitation of the emperor, the services.. he had ren .. 

.. Nuzur signifies a present; an offering made. by an inferior 
to a supenor in token of fealty, $ubQlissiQD, congratulation, &c, 
There are a vast number of cerem..omes and observances atten~. 
ant both on the mode of p;esentmg and ofrecelving nuzurs. 
Under the name of an OfferlI)g, It is frequently a heavy exac
tIOn, Imposed on appointment to office, or succesSIOn to rau~ 
und plOperty. 

p :3 
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dered, the conditions t6 which Aurungzebe . had 
subscribed, the' readiness of Sivajee to fulfil his 
part of the agreement. and his assurance of afFord
jng every assistahce to the imperial troops in re
.ducing the Edil Shahee, or K,ootub Shahee states. 
.If, however, the emp~ror did not choose to avail 
himself of his services, he only asked permission 
to return to his Jagheer, as the air and ,water of 
Hindoostan were prej tu:licial to his own he~ltb, as 
well as to that of 'the other natives of the Deccan 
hy whom he was accompanied. Aurungz~be's an
swer was evasive, and he shortly after directed ilie 
Kotwal of' the city to place a guard over Sivajee's 
.house, to watch his person carefully, and never to 
.allow him to quit his residence without 3t party re
sponsible for his safe custody. Sivajee remonstrated 
,and complained, particularly of the hardship .of 
.detaining his people. Aurungzebe readily granted 
passports for their return to the Deccan, and now, 
probably, considered Sivajee completely in' his_ 
po\Ver.. But it is the characteristic of cunning to 
overreach itself; and in the ~~e: conduct afforded 
to his friends, Sivajee exulted in the greater fa
cility it afforded of effecting his own escape. Ram 
Sing was pqvy to his design, and on account nf the 
pledge given by ,his fath.er, connived at it. • The 
confinement of Sivajee was not so rigid as to pre
vent his p~ying visits. He frequently went to dif
feren~ DobIes of'the court; sent them' presents, and 
endeavoured to interest them' in his favour: In 
this manner an intimacy sufficient for Sivajee's pur .. 

. pose having taken place, he feigned sickness, sent 

* This is uilltinctly asserted in th~ Chitnees's MS. 
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£Or physicians, took JIledipin,es,. an4 was soon re. 
port~d very !II, Pretendj.ng to have partially re
~overe~, he ~v~ grea.t charitie~ tQ- BramJns, and 
pr,es~J1~ to phys~cian~. He made up several long 
baskets which were 4aiIy sent fh)~ his ~P!U"tments 
filled with sweetmeats, to the hou&ea of different 
great m~n his a~q~aintances, 01: to b~ distributed 

. alI\ongst Fuqeers at mQsques.. When the practice 
had cot.J.tinue«;l f9r sOlD:e tim~ he one evening put 
Sumbhajee into 9l\e h\ske~ got intq another him ... 
selt; and wa~ thus copveyed ,?y his domestics be
yo~d theguards. toan o~scure place wh~r~ he could 
get out uns~en~ lle pro~eeded to the suburbs of 
Delhi, where he ha,d a horse prep~red, mounted, 
with Sumb\laje~ behin4 l1ilI\~ ~J}(~ reached :Muttra 
paxt day, where sever~ of his Bf¥DipS, and his 
faithful friend T~pnajee Maloosray: were watchmg 
the result of bis ~cheme. Every tping was pre
pared, Sumbh~~e was ~onsigned to ~e' care of a 
.Br3.Jl).i~ familYl natives of Poon~ De~ an~ dis .. 
tantly connected with }.foro Tri!llmql Pingley.· 
Sumphajee remainecl in their ,charge ~ev~r~llIlonths. 
and, was afterward.s conveyed by th~tp tq the Dec • 
.can. 

Sivajee's escllpe ~as not knqw~ uptil a late hour 
on th~ follow~g day, p'Yi~g to the precaution of 
making one of his d0':l1estic~ pr~tepd ippisposition, 
and lie down on his bed, so that before the 
alarm spread, pursuit was fruitless. His party as 
well as himself ~cap~a" tn ihe pi~guise of 9,os
$eens; they visited ~everal pJace$ of religious 

• O(le MS. by K.stnajee Am,md. Su,bhf,U!ud, say.s 'Mort) 
Punt'. iister wa! married to one of the sons. • 

1'4: 
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resort; but the route by which,they returned to
the Deccan is not satisfactorily ascertained. Sivajee 
did not throw off his disguise until his arrival at 
Raigurh, which he reached' in December, 1666, 
after an absence of nine -months.· 

In the meantime affairs in the Deccan assumed 
,an aspect more favourable to his views than he had 
anticipated. Jey Sing had laid siege to Beejapoor, 
but on' his advance, and during his operations, he 
was incessantly harassed by the -Deccan hplse. His 
supplies were cut off; little rain had fallen during 
the preceding season, and there was much sick. 
ness and great scarcity of water in his camp. r 
( The King of Golc9ndah, encouraged by the 

,,slow progress of the' Moghuls, sent a detachment 
under 'Nek Nam Khan, one of his generals, to 
the assistance of Beejapoor. Aurungzebe's envoy 
at the court of Kootub Shah remonstrated, and 
threatened in consequence, but no assistance was 
sent tooJey Sing, and the latter became sensillle 
that the sacrifice both of his own characteJ", and 
of the lives of his brave Rajpoots, waSt at the 
least, a matter of indIfference to the . emperor. 
U nqer these circumstances he determined to retreat 
to'Aurungabad. This was not effected withoutJ1oss, 
but was not attended with those disastrous -conse .. 
quenC'es which had repeatedly occurred on similar 

1/10 Tl;a~ accoupt 'of Sivajee's visit and imprisonment, and of 
his eSc!lP,b. from Delhi, is on the authority or Mabratta MSS. 
Scott's Deccan, and Khafee Khan. His escape was 'known in 
the Deccan long before he reached it. The English factors at 
Carwal.', in a letter date~ September 29th, 1666, observe,," If 
it be true that' Sivajee hath' escaped, Aurung~ebe will quickly 
hear of him to hl.s ·sorrow." 
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occasions. J ey Sing had not the" means of sup
porting many of the garrisons in the forts ~urrend
ered by Sivajee, or captured by his aid. ,He, there
fore, placed strong garrisons in Logurh, ,Singurh, 
and Poorundhur, and also, in Maholy, 'and Kur
nalla, in the Concan.· A feW' men were left in 
such of the others as had still a supply of pri)vi .. 
sions ; 'and of tlie remainder, he directed the gates 
to be burned, and such'part or the defences to be 

destroyed as could be hastily thrown down.t 
t6:7. The opportunity of re-occupying them was 

not neglected. Moro Punt repaired them, 
replaced the garrisons, drove out the Moghul 
parties, and Sivajee's safe arrival in the Concan 
was announced, by the re-capture of a great portion 
of the province of. Kallian. His escape from Delhi 
was a great mortification to Aurungzebe, although 
he pretended that he meant to have dismissed him 
in an honourable manner; he accused Ram Sing 
of having assisted in his flight, and forbade him 
the court. Jey Sing, on pretence of his discom ... 
fiture, was superseded in the government of the 
Deccan by Sultan Mauzum, and Jeswunt Sing was 
directed to accompany the prince. Jey Sing, on 
being relieved, was ordered to court, but his death" 
which happened on the road, deprived Aurungzebe 
of one of his best officers. It was the bane of that 
emperor's r£3ign that all those whose services might 
have best contributed'to his prosperity were mis
trusted by him. Dilere Khan remained some time 
in the Deccan, and he was o~ly removed for a 
short time to Malwa; he was no favourite with the 

• Mahratta MSS. t Khafee Khan. 
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prince~ and he was detested by Jeswunt Sing; his 
presence in their neighbourhood_ therefore, suited 
the je~ous temper of Aurungzebe., 

The emperor pretended an intention of again in .. 
¥ading Beejapoorf but the nortpem P3.lt of his dQ.., 
minions xequired his presence. Pride prev~Dted 
him from sUbjecting his ~on to disgrace, and jea.
lousy would never permit him to entrust an army'. 
sufficiently large for conquest, under .any deputy. 



CHAP. VII. 

fROM: A.). 1661. TO / ... Jh J6<i9. 

Sultan Mauzunt ana Jes'f»u,u; !1t,ng - their cJ"aracters. - -Bi'Vti· 
jee 'firougn IMm ()~tain$ 'Dariou~fo'Oourljrom tM Emperor ..... 
Tilt) reportea ,ntentlon tff Sulta~ Mau;Zfm,10 refleE again" h~ 

father, tlouhled.
c

- Pe~ce (.:Qnqludea he tween fle'tjapoor . (,Ina 
the Mogfluts. - The states W Bef!Japo01' a,nd Golconda" agrep 
to pa!! Si,vaJee an annual trihufe. - Unsuccesiful attempts if' 
S,vaJee against Goa ana Jznjeer-a. _ Rumours respecting 
Sivqjee, 'Pl",lst he ia rms:tng ant impromng lu8 czvzl and mu-r 
tar!! arrangements - his r,emarktiple instituti~ns - the forma
t,on, duczplzne, and interior economy qf hlS troops -Ius forts 
-finanCial andJudicial regulations - chtV Wfices ana persons 
tkrouglt. whom hu government was aamin'zStered. 

THE re-appointment of Sultan Ma:uzum, 
i6:'; as viceroy of the Deccan, accompanied by 

. J eswunt Sing, was very agreeable' to Siva
jee; with the latter he had become personally ac
quainted at Delhi. J eswunt Sing was gener:rtlly 
considered of a respectable character, but known 
to be tainted, in a high degree, with the VIC~ or 
avarice, so common to Rajpoots. He' was also a 
staunch Hindoo·, suspected by Aurungzebe, whom 
he first opposed, and afterwards joined during his re
bellion. Sultan Mohummud Mauzllm was, in many 
respects, a prince of an excellent disposition: he 
'Was brave, generous, and confiding; but with the 

* His well known letter to Aurungzebe conc~rning the 
ji~eea or poll-tax, on all persons tlot professing Mahomedanism, 
is preserved by the Raja of Ko1apoor, as the pl'oductlon of 
Sivajee. 
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defects which some of these qualities, unrestrained~ 
may engender; he was fond of pleasure, lavish. 
easily persuaded, .and much swayed by Jeswunt 
Sing. 

Sivajee did not deceive himself in supposing 
.that gold might effect much with persons of this 
chara~ter; and he accordingly used it with, no 
sparing hand. The ostensible intercourse between 
Siyajee and Sultan Mauzltm commenced by a pe
tition from the' former, imploring the prince to 
intercede for him, assuring him of his sincerity, 
and of his intention to adhere for the future to 
the emperor, although his services had been slight
ed. Representations were, in due form, made to 
court: and it being at all events then convenient 
for· Aurungzebe to accede to them, Sultan Mau
zum o~tai:ned for Sivajee the title· of Raj" a 
confirmation of the munsub for Sumbhajee, and a 
J ag4e~r in Berar. t To the charge of this new and 
'distant acquisition, which was given in preference 
to admitting any claim on J oonere, or Ahmednu
gur, a Bramin, named Raojee Somnath, was dis
pat~h~d with a fit establishment, and with the old 
Beejapoor,. title of Mokassadar +, thus applied, for 
the ''first time, to a Mahratta collector. Sumbhajee, 
:with a..-bqdy of horse, was sent to join the prince at 
Aurungabad; ,but ,owing to his extreme youth he 
was permitted to return t9 4is father S, and Kartojee 
Goozur;.'''ignified by Siyajee with the title of Pe~ • 

.. Original letter. t Mahratta MSS .. 
+ Mal)1'atta MS. and paper. 
§ Scott's Deccan, and Mahratta MSS. 
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tab Rao, and, with the rank ot Surnobut Qf the', 
horse ., was left.in command of the, contingent. 
The districts of Poona, Chakunl' and Sopa, were also 
testored to Sivajee, but the commanding forts. of 
Singurh and Poorundhur were retained .... t 

There is no way in which we can account 
tits. for the emperor~s acquiescing in all these. 

favours to Sivajee, unless with a "iew of 
again alluring him into,his power, as is asserted im 
the Mahratta manuscripts; but there IS no evidence 
of Sultan Mauzum'& having. been, from ,the, first, 
privy to that design, or any satisfactory proof of 
his Iendtng himself to his father in a, feigned .. re.; 
bellion, for the triple purpose of entrapping SivaJee, 
ascertaining the disaffected nobles in the empire, 
and rendering himself an object of suspicion, and 
distrust to all" who would venture their' lives in 
his cause_ 

Of such_ r~finement in intrigue, it is, on first 
vie'!, very possible to conceive Aurungzebe cap a·> 
bIe; but fart;her considered, danger, folly; and base •. 
ness in-the parties, are too conspicuous to admit 
the probability without the clearest proot 

About the middle of this year, a treaty was con-l 
eluded at Agra betwixt Aurungzebe and Ali AdiI 

'* Mahratta MSS. Netajee Palkur, the predecessor of Kar
tojee Goozur. was, accordulg to Khafee Khan, made prisoner 
by Jey Sing, and sent to Delhi by the emperor's orders, 'where
he became a M;ahomedan, obtained.a mUDSub, and the. title o£ 
Mohummud Koolee, but afterwards returned to Sivajee. ~rhis 
is not mentioned by the Mahrattas, although it may have been 
so. Among Mahrattas.he never could have been respected, 
obeyed, or noticed, as a renegado. 

t Mahratta MSS. 
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Shah; the terms, on the part of the Beejappor 
court, were· negotiated by Shah Abdool Hoossein 
Kamana, who gave. up,..as·the price. of peace, the' 
fort of Sholapoor", and territory yielding: 180,OO(l 
pagodas o£annual .revenue. No, other' pat:ti,culars, 
are ascertained; but in consequence,. as is supposed,. 
of tlus treaty, Siva.je~ lest the- MoghuI~ should in
terfere, ,had an.interview -with Jeswunt Sing, and 
the princE3,l in order to purchase their connivance 
to his designs on Beejapoor and Golcondah. • Ue' 
Was about to levy his chouth and ~Qrdeshmo()khee, 
from the- former~ when Abdool Mobummud, the , 
prime minister, purchased exemption, by agreeing 
to pay him an annual sum of three lacks of rupees. t 
This compact,. like the other~ enteted into with. 
that minister;by Sivajeey was kept secret at Beeja-. 
,poor ~:I= where the Mabomedans h3d still, prid~ 
enough to feel the degrading submission of paying 
'tribute to Hindoos, althongh a factious nobility 
and .a wasteful conrt deprived the :min.ister of means" 
to assert the ,dignity of the kingdom. 

, Some agreement of a similar nature ~as entered 
into by Kootub Shah S, and the amount. stipulated 
at five lacks of rupees. 

Whilst such was the state of bis political :relations 
in the Deccan, Sivajee turned his atte!ltion t'? ac
quiring complete possession of the Concan. Goa 
and .JinJeera,were his first objects; but 3 p~ot he 
had fonned for the surprise of the Portuguese settle-

• English Recorda and Mahratta MS. 
t' Mahratta MSS. ~d Scott's Decc~ .. 
:I: Mahratta MSS. 
§ Sc-ett'a Deccan. 
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ment Was discovered, a.nd frustrated", and his ut..: 
most eff~rts were in vaIn -exerted t6 possess him
self of the impregnable Jinjeera. The Seedee, 
however, was hard pressed; he solicited assistance 
from th& Engl!sh at Bombay; and the factors were 
so little conscious of the importa.nce of their own 
island, that they suggeste'd to their'supreme council 
at Surat the many advantages of Jinjeera over 
Bombay t1s a settlement ~; but their injudicious 
recommendation appears to have been tteated with 
the' negleet it merited. 

The years 1668 and 1669 "were thoSe of 
~:9: greatest leisure in Sivajee's life. Some of 

liis contemporaries, speculating orr futare 
events, -supposed, from his apparent inactivity, that ' 
he' 'Would soon sink into insignificance:; but he 
-employed' this interval in revising' and 'completing 
the internal arrangements 6f his government; with . 
which, land his various institutions, we shall' now 
endeav-our to- make the reader acquainted. They 
will be found well worthy of attention, not,only in 
themselves, but as a key' to eJucidate<the forms of 
government afterwards adopted! by eVery Mahratta 
state. SivajeEfs regnlations were gradually formcll 
and enlarged, but, an~t a certain p,eriod,. underwent 
no change by the exte~sioI1 '0£ his territory, until 
he assumed the ensigns -of royalty. ,Even then; 
the alteratiorts directed, were rather in matters of 
form than 'innovations on' 'established rules.. The 
plans of Mahratta encroachment, which 'Were after!. 

.. Mahratta MS. and Enghsh Records. 
t EnglIsh Records. Letter from the factors at Bombay. 
t Correspondence of the English factories. 
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wards pursued so successfullY" by his nation, may 
be tra~ed from a very early period; and nothing 
i.s more remarkable, in regard to Sivajee, than the 
fotesight with which so~e of his schemes were laid, 
and the fitness of his arrangements for the genius 
of his countrymen. 

':fhe foundation of his power was his infantry; 
his occupation ot: the forts gave him, a \hold on the 
couptry, and a place ~f deposit for his plunder. 
His, cavalry as far as we have proceeded, had not 
yet spread the terror of the Mahratta name where 
the existence of such a people was unknown; but 
we shall,- at once, state, as briefly as the subject ~i1l 
a(~mit, the rules of formation and d~scip1ine for his 
troops, the interior economy of his infantry and 
.cavalry, the regulations for his forts, his revenue 
and judicial arrangements, and the chief offices 
through which his government was administered, 

Sivajee's infantry was raised in the Ghaut-Mahta 
and Concan; those of the former tract were called 
Mawulees, those of the latter Hetkurees. These 
men brought their own arms, and were only fu~
nished with ammunition by government. Their 
dress, though not uniform, was generally a pair of 
short drawers coming half way down the thigh, a 
strong narrow band of considerable length, tigptly 
girt ftbout the loins,. a turban, and sometim~ a 
cotton frock. Most of them w,ore ,a cloth l'9und, 
their ·~a.ist, which likewise answered the purp9ses 
ora sllawJ. 

Their common arms consisted of a sword, shield, 
and matchlock. , Some of the Hetkure~s, especially 
the infantry of Sa:wunt-W a~ee, used a species' of 

18 



firelock; the invention of the lock for the' flint 
having been early received from the' Portuguese. 
Every tenth man, instead of fire arms, carried a 
bow and arrows which were useful in'night attacks, 
and surprizes, when the fire arms were.kept in re-" 
serve or prohibited. The Hetkurees excelled 'as 
marksmen; but they could seldom be 'prought to"' 
desperate attacks, sword in hand, for which the' 
Mawulees of Sivajee became cerebr~ted.· 'Both of 
them possessed an extraordinary facility of climb-' 
ibg, and could mount a precipice, or scale arock' 
with ease, where men of' other countries must'have 
run' great risk of being dashed to pieces. 
, Every ten men had an officer called" a Naik, and

every fifty. a Havildar. The officer over a .hun-' 
dred'was termed Joomladar; and the commander:ofa, 
thousand was styled ek-Huzaree. There 'were ~lso 
officers of five thousand,. between:whom and the 
Surnobut, 'or chief'commander, there was' no in
termediate gradation. 

The cavalry were of the two kinds already de
scribed, Bargeers and Sillidars·; only~ Sivajee"s 
Bargeers were' generally m9~nted on' horses, the 
property~ of the 'state. I A. hody. of this descpption 
is termed P015ak; or housenold troops, and Siv.ajee
always placed more dependance on them than on 
the Sillidars, or any'horse furnished on'contract by 
individuals; with both ·the one and. the other of 
the latter description, he had a proportion of his 

.. The Slllidars, and all horsemen who did not belong to the 
Pagah, were obliged to furnish their own ammuoltIon" there 
were particular rules, and the most. careful system of. economy 
laid down by Sivajee for subsisting hiS PagaJl. 

VOL. I. Q 
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Pagah intermixed, to overawe the disobedient, and 
to 'perfect his system of intelligence, ,which abroad 
and at hom,.e, penetrated into a know.ledge of the 
most private circumstances, prevented embezzle
ment, and frustrated treachery" 

The Mahratta horsemen. are c01l1monly dressed in 
a' pair of tight breeches covering the knee, a turban 
which many of them fasten by passing ~ fold ,of it 
under the chin, a fropk of quilted cotton, and a 
cloth round the waist, with whicq they generaIJy 
gird Dn their swords in preference to secuting them 
with their belts.,· The horseman is armed with a 
sword and shield i a proportion in each body carry. 
matchlocks,.· but the great national weapon ijJ the 
speat, in the use of which, and the m.anagement 
of their horses, they evince both grace and dex
terity. t The spearmen have generally a sword, 
and sometimes a shield; but the latter is unwieldy, 
and only carried .in case th~ spea~ shQuld be 
broken.t 

• For ornament many of them wear very heavy gold and 
silver rings, and large ear-rings, which go round the back o( 
the ear; thick necklaces o£ silver, and somef;imes of gold, 
curiously wrought, are also mu~h worn. All ~tives of India 
weat mustachios, and the Mabrattas when they wish fo describe 
a, person as ~J:t'l'aord''Ilaril!l fier~look!ng, meQtion his turban 
ti~<l beneafh his chin. and mustachios Ill'l/t68t as thick as their 
arm. 

t lJle trained spearmen JUay always be known among ~> 
rattas ~1ltheir riQing, verY' long, th~ ball of the toe touchlng. 
the stirrup; some of the matchlockmen, and most of the Bra
mine, ride yery short and ungracefully. 

:l: With respect to t'he horse's appointments; th~ bridle con
.ists of a single head-stall of c0tton-rope, or leather, wJth a. 
smllU but very severo flexible bit.~ There. il a ~ecowl head-
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Over every twenty-five horsemen. Sivajee had a 
Havildar. To one hundred and twenty-five there 
was a J oomladar ; and to every five J oomlas, or six: 
hundred' and twenty.five, he had a Soobehdar. 
Every Soobeh had an accountant and auditor of 
accounts, appointed by Sivajee, who were liable f;(1 

be changed, and were invariably Bramins~ Ot" 

Purvoes. To. the command of ,every: ten.Soobehs, 
or six thousand two hundred iDd :lifty horse, which~ 
were only rated at :five thousand, there waS a com
mander styled Purzclt.kuzaree, with. whom were 
also stationed a Muzzimdar, or Bramin' auditor of 
accounts, and a Purvoe regj.ster and accountant, 
who was called Ameen. These were government 
agents.; but besides these, every officer, from the 

stall over that of t~ bridle, to which is fixed a thong, or' 
cotton band, tightly fastened to the-- girths, ant\ this forms a 
strong standing martingale. ".J;'he Mahratta saddle is composed' 
of two pieces, or sides, of very thick felt, strongly sewed. and 
tied together with thongs or cotton rope, leaving a small ~pace I 
between the sides, so as to prevent pressure on the horse'l\. back. 
bone; attached to this is a crupper, made of cotton rope, fre· 
quently covered with a piece' of coloured silk or broad cloth. 
When. the saddle is put on, the horseman lays- over it his 
blanket, sOlX1etilX1~ a carpet, and any spare -clothes: he may, 
have. Two cotton. bags, or pouches, tied together by a string and 
thrown over the fr,ont part of the saddle, carnes either provision, 
or plunder: when all these are adjusted, the horseman mounts, 
and the last thing IS to seize' his spear,_ which is stuck by t~e 
horse's head in. the ground. On the left side and hind part ot 
the saddle is suspended the tobra or feeding bag already des ... 
eribed, in which th~ pegs for picketlng the horse, and his head 
and heel ropes are earned. The horses in IndIa are tied by 
ropes fastened to- two tent pegs, one on each side, and also by 
ropes extended behind, which sl!cllre- their heels. 

Q2 
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J oQmladar upwardi, had one or more carcoons, paid 
~y hiJnself" as well as others in the pay of govern .. , 
ment. 

There was no' officer, superior to the commander 
of five thousand, except the Surnobut or chief com· 
mander. TI\ere was one Surnobut for the cavalry. 
and one foJ;' the infantry. 

Every)Joomla, Soobeh, and. Punch-huzar had 
a.n establishment of Dftws-writers and avowed spies, 
besides. the secret iptelligencers •. Sivajee's head sPy 
was a .Mahratta, named Byherjee N aik, to whom, 
some f?fthe:Bramins readlly admit, he owed. many 
of the discoveries imputed to the goddess Bhow .. 
'an ee. , 

The Maltrattas, and probably all natives of Indi~ 
are in a peculiar manner, roused from indolence 
and apathy when charged in any degree with re
sponsibility, either in w,hat regards their QWn con. 
duct, .or that of another person. Sivajee, at the 
commencement of his career, personally inspected 
every man wh~ offered himself" and obtained se
curity from some persons already in his service, 
for the fidelity and good conduct of those with, 
whom ,he, waJt not acquainted. This system of se
curity must soon have made almost every man 
answerabl~ for 'some of his comrades; and al
though it could have been in' most instances; but 
a. mere form, owing to the facility with which the 
J'esPQP~bi1ity could be evaded, it was always a 
~part or Sivajee's instructions to his offi~ers. 
" The Mawulees' sometimes enlisted,' merely on 

tgondition of getting a subsistence" in: grain; but 
the regular pay of the infantry was Jrorn one to, 
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"three pagodas • a month; that of the Bargeers Was 
from two to five ;' and that of a' Sillidar from six to 
twelve pagodas monthly,. t All plunder, as well as 
prize, was the property of government. It was 
brought at stated times to Sivajee's dur'bar, or 
place of public audience, and individl~ais formally 
displayed and delivered their captures. They 
always received some small compensation'ih pro
portion; tliey were praised, distinguished, and pro
moted according to their success; and to plunder 
the enemy is to this day used by the Mahrattas to 
express a VIctory, of which it is in their estimation 
the only real proot 

The horse, especially at an advanced period of 
Sivajee's' history, were subsisted during the fair 
season, in the enemy's country; during the rains, 
they )were generally allowed to rest,- and 'Were 
cantoned in' dIffel:ent situations near kooruns or 
pasture lands, under the protection of some fort, 
where the 'grass of the preceding season was stack
ed, and grain prepared by the time they returned. 
For this purpose persons were appointed, to whom 
rent-free'lands were hereditarily' assigned. The 
system was thus preserved, when many of Sivajee's 
institutions were neglected; arid it proved of much 
consequence to the cause of his countrymen. 

'* A Beejapoor Pagoda was valued at from three to fou~ 
rupees, 

t The pay of a Joomladar in the mfantry was seven pagados ; 
In the cavalry twenty. A Soobehdar of cavalry had fifty pago. 
das and a palanqum •• The pay of a Punch.huzaree was 200 
pagodas a month, beSides an allowance for a palanqulO and aft
tJlJgeer. 

QS 
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Tile anci~nt lIindoo.festival of the Dussera was 
I9Ps,erv~ by ~Sivaj~, with great pomp.. It falls at 
tl;u~ eXld p.f-the monsoon, and was particularly ,Con
;ve~~~nt fQr a general muste,r and review of his troops 
·preyioq~ to their taking the field~ At. this tim~ 
~ach horse wa$ exaInined, and an inventory and 
valuation pf each soldier's effects were ta.ken, in 
order to .. be compared wIth what he brought back, 
or eventually to be made good. If a horseman'$ 
effects we.re unavoidably lost, his horse killed. 
maimed, or, destroyed in the government -service, 
they: were on due pro.of replaced; but all plunder 
Q.J: articles discovered, of which a . satisfactory acP 
count could not be given, were carried to the 
(!fedit of govemtnent, ~ither by. confiscating the 
article, or deducting the amount from the,soldier's 
arrears. It, was ~t the option ()f ,the -captors t() 
.fetain almost any articles if fairly brought forward. 
valued, and paid for~ 
, The accounts were closed annually, and balances 
due by .government were either paid in ready 
money; or by bills on the collectors of revenue in 
fa.vor of the oflicers~ but never by separate orders 
onviUages .. 

The only exceptions to plunder made by Sivajee~ 
were in favor of cows, cultivators,. and women; 
these were never to be molested, nor were any but 
rich Mahomedans, or lIindoos if! their service~ 
who· ··~o.uld pay a ransoms- to be made prisoners. 
No soldier' in the service of Sivajee was pehnitted 
to carry any female follower with him in the field,. 
on pain of death_ 

His system of intelligence was the greatest check 



SIVAJEE.'s INSTITUnoNS. - !81 

~n every abuse, as well as. embezzlement; and his 
-punishments Were .rigorous. Officers and men who 
bad distinguished themselves, who were wounded, 
'or who. had suffered in any way, were always 
gratified by promotion, bonour, or 'Compensation .. 
'Sivajee did not approve of the Jagheer system; 
he <!onfirmed many, but with the exception of the 
establishment for his forts, he seldom, if.ever, be
stowed new military Jagheers, and gave away very 
few as personal assignments. Enam lands were 
granted by him as well in reward of merit, as in 
conformity with the tenets of his faith; a. gift of 
land, especially to Bramins, being of all charities 
the most acceptable to the divinity. 

Sivajee's discipline, which required prompt obe
dience to superiors iIi every situation, was particu
larly strict in his forts. The chief person, or Killidar, 
in the command of a fortress, was termea lIavil
dar· ; and under him there was one or more 
Sumobuts. In large forts, such as Poorundhur, 
Raigurb, and PanalIa, there was a. Surnobut to each 
face. Every fort had a head clerk, and a commis
'Bary of grain and sto!"es; the former, a Bramin, was 
termed Subnees; the latter was commonly of the 
Putvoe caSt, and was called Kf£r/canees. OrdC[S, 
in respect to ingr~ss and egress, rounds, watcheS', 
.and patrols, care of water, grain, stores and ammu.. 

.. I am inclioecl to tbiDk thlt aU commanders of (orts, under 
the Mahomedan govemments, not appointed by the krng, 
'Were termed Havildars, and that the term KJllidar now in 
universal use, was originally the dlstinguishmg appellation of 
those governors of fortresses who were specially aJ?PQinted by 
• royal commisaion. 
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. Iution w,ere most minute; and, the officer of each 
Idepartment was furnished with distinct rules for 
,his guidance, from which no deviation was permit
.,ted. A rigid economy characterized all Sivajeels 
.instructions regarding -expenditure. 

The garrison was sometimes partly composed of 
the common infantry; but independent of them 
,each fort had a separate and complete establishment. 
It .consisted of Bramins, Mahrattas, Ramoosees, 
Mhars, and Mangs; the whole were termed Gurk. 
kurees: They were maintained by permanent as
signments of .rent-free lands jn the .neighbourhood 
.of each, fort, which, with the care of the fort, de
scended hereditarily. The Ramoosees"Mhars, and 
.Mangs were employed' on the outpost duty; they 
.brought intelligence, watched all the {>aths, misled 
enquiries, or cut off an enemy's stragglers. This 
e!)tablishment, whilst new and vigorous, was ad • 
. mirably suited to Sivajee's purpose, as w..eIl as .to 
,the genius of the people.. The Gurbkurees, in their 
lown language, described. the fort as the mother that 
fed them; and amongst other advantages, no plan 
could be better devised for providing for old or 
meritorious soldiers. 

Sivajee's revenue'~arrangements were founded on 
those of Dadajee KO]ledeo. _ The assessments were 
'lUade on the actual state of the crop, the p.t:Opor
tionate division of which is stated to have been 
thre~~tifths to the, ryot, anditwo-fifths to government .. 
. As soon. as he get permanent possession of any ter
ritorYI every species of military contnbution was 
stopped; all farming Qf revenue ceased; and the 
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-eollectio\ls were .made by agents appointed by him
self. 

Every two or, three yillages were superintended 
.by a carcoon, unde( the Turufdar or Talookdar, 
who had charge of a smaIl district, and was either a 
Braunn or Purvoe. A Mahratta Havildar • 'was 
stationed with each of them. Over a considerabl~ 
etract, there was a Soobehdar· or Mamlttdar, who 
had charge of one or more forts: in which !lis co\
lections both of grain Jlnd money were secured. 

Sivajee never permitted the Deshmookhs !lond 
DeshpandyaS to interfere in the managemeI!t of 
the country; nor did he &llow them to collect thW 
,dues until they had been ascertained;' when an 
order was annually given for the amount. 

The Patells, Khotes, and Koolkurnees, iWere 
strictly superintended, and Sivajee's government, 
though popular with_ the common cultivators, would 
have been quite the reverse with the village and 
district officers, of whom Sivajeewas always jealous, 
had it not been for the resource which all had by 
entering his military service. 

The method which the Bramin ministers of the 
Mahratta go~ernment afterwards adopted, of pay
ing the military and civil servants, by permanent 
,assignments, on portions of the revenue 0:( villages, 
.is said to have been early proposed to Sivajee; 
who objected to~ it, not only from fear of immediate 
.oppressiQn totheryot, bllt from apprehendmgthatit 
would ultimately cause such a dIvision of authority 
I1S must weaken his government, and enco_urage the 

• Both those authorities were civil, not mUltary, as the 
names might lead some of my readers to SllppOloe. 
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'\1'ilIage and district $uthotities to resist it, as they 
frequently did that of Beejapoor. With the same 
view he destroyed 'all village 'WaIls, and 1tll()wed no 
.f()rtilic~tion In his territo~1 which Was not ()ccupied 
1>y his troopS-. 

Religious establishments were carefullypreseNed, 
and templea, for which no provision existed, had 
'some ~dequate assignment granted to them; but 
the Bramins in charge were obliged to account for 
the expenditure. Sivajee never sequestrated any 
'allowance fixed by the Mahomedan g<?vemment for 
the support of tombs, mosques, or places of com
memoration in honour of saints. 

The revenue regulations of Sivajee were simple, 
and, in some respects, judicious; but during his 
life, it is impossible they could have been attended 
with such improvements, and increase of population" 
as are ascribed to th@tn by his countrymen. His 
-districts were frequently exposed to great ravages; 
rand he never had sufficient leisure to ~omplete his 
arrangements by that persevering superintendence 
which alone can perfect such institutions. The 
Mahomedan writers, and one contemporary En
glish traveller", describe his country as in the worst 
possible state; and the former only mention him 
as a depredator and destroyer; but those districts 
taken by him from Beejapoor, which had been un
<ler the management of farmers or direct agents 
'qf iWv:ernment, probably experienced great benefit 
by the change. 

The judicial system of Sivajee, in civil cases w~ 

* FrYer. 
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that ofPunchayet, which bad invariably Db~ned 
in the tcountry.. Disputes of his, soldiers were 
settled by their officers; hut he 'extracted his -eri
minallaw from the Shasters; and the former rulers 
professing the tenets of the KorAn, had. .naturally 
introduced innovations, which long -custom :Sanc
tioned and perpetuated. This accounts for the 
differences that may be still found between Hindoo 
law and Mahratta usage. 

To assist in tb.e conduct of his government, Siva
jee ~stablished eight principal offices, the names of 
which, and the persons holding them at this period, 
were as fonow: 

1st. Peishwa, head manager or prime minister" 
This office, we have already mentioned, was held 
by Moro Punt·, or Moreishwur Trfuunul .Pin
gley. 

2d. Muzzimdar, t general superintendent of finance 

* Mox:o Punt was ~s familiar name, or t.~at which would be 
us~d ill conversation; a ~ustom common among Mahrattas, but 
which often makes it difficult to recognize. in their writings or 
letters, the names of people with whose history Ol' person~ we 
may be well acquainted. The very next DlUDe is an instance 
and illustratiolil of this remark, Neeloo Punt Sonedeo was the 
teal name of Abajee Sonedeo; but the familiar appellation of 
Abajee, given to him in boyhood, is that by which he is gene
rally known, though his real name frequently occurs in the 
Mahratta manuscripts. 

t This word, already used,. is a cOll'uj)tion ()f the Persian. 
muzmooadar; but the correct expressIOn would scarcely be 
understood by the Mahrattas. Muzzimdar is now in fact a 
Mahr.atta word. Instances of the kind, occur repeatedly, where 
I have preferred using the word generally known ib the Mah
ratta country. Although I ma1 offend the ear ofPerluan scholars 
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and .audItor general of" accounts. His civif 
.duties were consequently very important, and his 
.establishment ·necessarily ,extensive. Abajee 
Sonedeo, Soobehdar of'the province of Kallianee, 
was Muzzimdar • 

.ad. Soornee.s, general record keeper, superinten
.dent of the ;department of correspondence, ex
aminer ,of a111etters: all deeds and grants were 
first entered on his books, and the attestation of 
his examinat~on and entry was necessary to their 
;validity; t4is office was held by Annajee Dutto. 

4th.. Wankanaes. The duty of .this officer was to 
keep the private journal, records: jlnd letters. He 
was a superintendent of the household troops 
and establishment: the office was held by Duttajee 
Punt • 

.5th. :The SUrllObuta There were two, Surnobuts, , 
one commanding the cavalry, Pertab Raa Goo
zur, and another the. infantry, Yessjee Kunk. 

(3th. Dubeer, or minister for foreign affairs, and in 
, charge of all business and messengers from other 

states. This office belonged to Somnath Punt. 
7th., N yaqeish, or superi~tendent of judicial affairs. 

This department was manag~d by Neerajee 
Rowjee and Gomajee Naik. 

8th. Nya Shastree~ expounder of Hindoo law. and 
the Shas,ters ;, all matters of religion" of criminal 
law, and of science, especially what regarded ju
dicial astrology, belonged to this office; to which 

by suc,h a practice, any; one who has much to do WIth Mahrat
tas, will, I th~nk,. find it ,more usefld, and in the Mahrattll 
history, it is surely more correct.' 



Sembha . Oopadhee~ and. afterwards Rugonatll l 

Punt·, was.apjointed. 
The officers at the head of these, civil situations, 

except the Nyadeish and.Nyasha'Stree, held military 
commands, and frequently bad not leisure to. su
perintend their duties. All, therefore, had deputies 
called Karbarees, to assist them, who frequently 
had power to annex the seal or ~ark of their prin
cipals on public documents; when so empowered, 
they were styled Mootaliqs and each department, 
and every district establishment, had eight subor ... 
dinate officers, under whom there were an adequate 
number of assistants. These officers were, 
1st. The Karbaree, Moota~ql or De~an.,. 
2d. The l\fuzzimdar, or auditor a~untant.. . . 
3d. The Furnees or Furnuwee&s. deputy audi~or. 

and accountant. 
4th. The Subnees, or clerk, sometimes styled Duf-

turdar. 
5th. The Karkanees, or commissary. 
6th. The Chitnees, or clerk of correspondence. 
7th. The J amdar, or treasurer in charge of all 

valuables except cash. 
8th. Potnees, or cashkeeper. 

Attached to himself, Sivajee had a treasurer, a 
Chitnees, and Furnees, besides a Farisnees, or Per .. 
sian secretary. His Chitnees was a Purvoe, named 
Ballajee Aujee, whose acuteness and intelligence are 

• This Rugonath Punt Nyashastree, was one of Sivajee's 
earliest and most confidential' adherents; he was frequently 
employed as his envoy, but must not be confounded with Ru
gonath Pum Hunwuntay. 
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recorded by the Enghsh government at Bombay, 
on an occaSiOn of his bemg sent there on busmess. 

Bal Klshen Punt Hunwuntay, a neal relatiOu of 
the head manager of ShahJee, was SlvaJee's Fur
nees, and It IS remarkable, as It bespeaks a con
nectJOu maIn tamed, that hIS treasurer was the 
grandson of Seshao Nalk Poonday, of Chum argo on
dee, the person WIth whom MalloJee Bhonslay's 
money was deposIted before the m'}rnage of Shah
jee. '* 

'" TIllS account of SlvaJee's InstitutIOns, IS as a brIef an ex
tract as I could make, from ongmal papers now m possessIOn of 
the Raja of Satara, or hIS ChItnees, the hereditary descendant of 
Ballajee AUJee. I have also obtamed conSiderable mfO! matlOn 
from a mass of records, belongmg to Surwuttum Baboo Rao, 
the present Punt Amat. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

FROM A. D. 1670. TO A. D. 1676. 

The tranquzllzty gf the Deccan zs znterrupted - Interesting and 
dartng enterptze - Szngurh escaladed, and TannaJee Maloos
ray slazn - Several forts taken. - JznJeera on the pomt W 
bezng delzvered up to SzvOJee - prevented by a revolutton.
The Seedees ente~' the Moghul servzce. - StvaJee plunders 
Surat - zs tntercepted on hzs return - stratagem for savzng 
Ius booty - Attacks the Moghul troops, and difeats them
Naval operatzons. - Candezsh plundered, and the Chouth zm
posed. - Oundha, Putta, and Salhezr taken. - Causes if the 
znactzvzty qfthe Moghuls -Jeswunt Szng zs relzeved by Mo
habet Khan - fteble operatzons agaznst the forts. - Salheu 
beszeged. - relzeved. - The Mahrattas obtazn a great 'Dzctory 
- SwaJee at war wzth the Portuguese- attempts to surprzse a 
smallfort on Salsette - Englzslt alarmed - press theu long 
pendzng clazms on SzvOJee.- Khan Jehan Buhadur appoznted 
Vzceroy if the l"t:Ioghul possesszons - hzs drgenszve system dzs
approved by Dzlere Khan, who ',ad been succesiful agaznst 
Chakun - SzvaJee veszts Golcondah - hzs coast suffers by a 
descent from the fleets if Surat and JznJeera. - Death if 
Alz Add Shah. - Khowaus Khan appoznted regent at Bee-

Japoor. - SzvaJee retakes Panalla - plunders Hooblee.
Englzsh apply to hzmfor zndemn7jicatzon. - SzvuJee prosecutes 
the war agaznst BefJapoor - conczlzates the Moghul Vzceroy 
- takes Purlee- Satara, and several forts zn zts nezghbour
hood.-Pertab Rao attacks the BefJapoor army on zts march
grants an armzstzce, whzch zs dzsapproved by SzvaJee - Pertah 
Rao, wztltout SzvUjee's permzsszon, makes a dzstant excurszon -
Abdool Khureem, whzlst SzvaJee zs engaged zn the szege qf 
Ponda, makes an rdfort to recover Panalla - Pertab Rao ar
rzves - recezves a message from SzvaJee - attacks the BefJa
poor army, and zs difeated and hUed. - Vzctory snatched 

from the Mahomedans, by the valour and conduct if HussaJee 
Mohztey. - SuntUjee Ghorepurayand DhunnaJce Jadow are 
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distinguished. - Hus~ajt:e Mohitey appomted Senaputtee, 'With 
the title 0/' Rumbeer Rao. - Death 0/' Abvee Sonedeo.-, 
Stege 0/' Po'nda razsed. - SivaJee 1,S enthroned, and assume, 
the tztles and 1.nszgnza o/'rpyo,lty.- Treqt!J wzth the Engltsh
trtQuteftom the Portuguese. --- Ounda and Putta retaken..
Incurszon W Humbeer / Rao. -:'Po'1l-ia' taken.·- Murder if 
Kho'Waus K,han. - SzvaJee buzlds a .fme 0/' forts from Tat-, 
tara to Pan alia - is co1ffined by zllness at Satara _ prOjects 
a most zmportant e:qiedztzon 

A. D. T lIE apparent inactivity: of Sivajee, and the 
1670. peace between the Beejapoor state and the 

Moghuls, 'ga.ve hopes of a tranquillity long 
unknown in the Deccan .. Sivajee,cit was supposed, 
satisfied with what he had already acquired, or 
sensib~e of his inability' to cope with the imperial 
armies, would n<iw abstain fl:om depred~tion, an'd 
endeavour to secure the favor of the Moghul'vice
roy b}7'l presents, such as· were' customary from 
those who were' not altogether independent of his 
authority. It was, indeed~ well known, that both 
Sultan. Mauzum" and ,Jeswunt Sing, were in th,e 
_habit of receivingtlarge ,sums of money from Siv
ajee; arid the report became at last so general, that 
Aurungzebe. desirous probably of dissolving their 
connection, if ~e 'could not succeed in again dra~. 
il1g} Sivajee, into. his power" sent a 1\ peremptory 
order, ·threatening his son with severe displeasure 
if'lie did not apprehend Sivajee;· Pertab< Rao 
GO~~lr; (1nd several of the. principal officers: Be
fore ,the, public order arrived, SUltan. Mauzum, 
apprized of its approach", privateJy .. war.n~d ~ertab 
Rao Goozur, ~ho, accompanied by Sivajee's'envoy, 
Neerajee Raqljee,' fled "with' the horse the 'saine 
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hight, and safely reached Poona, although pursued 
by a detachment sent after them' by Sultan Mau-
2um to save appearances with the emperor. 

The temporizing measures, for a time adopted 
by Aurungzebe, having thus assumed a character 
decidedly hostile, Sivajee soon displayed his wonted 
energy, and those who had prognosticated his 
future insignificance, or his fall, ,_were this year as
tonished by a career of enterprizes, exceeding, 'if 
possible, all he ha;d yet done. HIs first object was 
to endeavour to get possession of' the "important 
fortresses of Singurh and 'Poorundhur, which com
pletely obstructed his comrilUnication with Poona 
and Chakun, and were strongly garrisoned by 
Rajpoots. Singurh, Sivajee justly conside~ed one 
of the strongest forts in the country;' and as the 
commandant Ooday Bawn was a ve~y c~Iebrated 
soldier, and had a choice body of men, it was su.p
posed impregnable. This fancied security of the 
garrison, however, had rendered them negligent; 
and Sivajee laId a plan for sUl-prizing the place. 
Tannajee Maloosray, whom he consulted on the 
occasion, offered to take it, 'on condition of being 
permitted to I have his younger brother along 
with him, and to ch{)os~ one thousand ,Mawulees 
for the purpose, None oC the Mawulee attacks 
are given so consistently and dlstinctly in drlferent 
Mahratta manuscripts, as the account of this inter
esting and daring enterprize. 
--Singurh 'IS situated on the eastern side of the 
greatISyhadree.range~ near the point at which the~ 
Poorundhur hIlls btanch off into the Deccan: with 
these hills it only communicates on tile east and 

VOL.L R 
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west by very high narrow ridges, while on the 
south and north, it'presents a huge rugged mOUD

tain, with an ascent of half a mile, in many 
parts nearly, perpendicular. After arriving at this 
height, there is an immense craggy precipice of 
black rock, upwards of forty feet high, and similar 
to that which has, in the nrst instance, been descri .. 
bed as a common feature in the mountains of the 
Concan, and Ghaut Mahta; surmounting the whole 
there is a strong stone wall with towers. The 
fort is of a triangular shape, its interior upwards of 
two miles in circumference, and the exterior pre
sents, on all sides, the stupendous barrier already 
mentioned i so that, except by the gates, entrance 
seems impossible. From the summit, when the 
atmosphere is clear, is seen to the east the narrow .. 
;ind beautiful valley of the Neera; to the north a 
great plain, in the fore-part of .which, Poona, 
where Sivajee passed his youth, is a conspicuous 
object; and though, at the period we have arrived, 
only a small town, it '\vas destined to become the 
capital of the vast empire he was founding .. Tothe 
south and west appear boundless masses of rolling 
mountains, lost in the blue clouds, or mingled by 
tlistance with the sky. In that quarter lies Rai. 
gurq; from which place, directed by Tannajee 
Maloosray, the thousand Mawulees prepared for 
tb,e attempt on Singurh, set out by different paths, 
known only to themselves, which led them to unite 
near the' fortress, according' to the words of the 

. Mahratta manuscript,. "on the ninth night of the 
.dark half o( the moon, in the month Magh" 
.(February)~ Tallnajee divided his men;. one-half 
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r.emained at a littf~llistance, with orders to advance 
if necessary, and the other half lodged them .. 
flelves undiscovered at the foot of the rock. Choos .. 
ing a part most dIfficult of access, as being the 
least liable to discovery, one of their number 
mounted the rock, and, made fast a ladder of ropes, 
by which they ascended, one by one, and lay down 
as they gained the inside. Scarce three hundred 
had entered the fort, when something occasioned 
aU alarm among the garrison that attracted their 
attention to the quarter by which the .M'awulees 
were ascenchng. A man advanced to ascertain 
what was the matter. A deadly arrow from a, bow.,. 
man silently answered his. enquiries; but a noise of 
voices and a running to arms, ind'uced Tannajee 
to push forward, in hopes of still surprizing them. 
The bowmen plied their arrows in the direction of 
the voices; till a blaze of blue lights, and a number 
of torches kindled by the garrison, ~ showed the 
Rajpoots armed or arming, and discovered their 
assailants. A desperate conflict ensued; the Maw .. 
ulees, though thus prematurely discovered, and op .. 
posed by very superior numbers, were gaining ground, 
until Tannajee Maloosray feU. They then lost 
confidence, and were running to the place when: 
they had escaladed, but by that time the reserve, 
led by Tannajee's brother, Sooryajee, had entered. 
On learning what had happened, Sooryajee rallied 
the fugitives, asked "who amongst them woul" 
leave their father's re1Jlains to be tossed into a pit 
by Mhats"'," told them the topes were destroyed, 

* The Mahrattas who fallm battle are earned ofF by their 
companionll when it IS possible to do so. To leave a comman

R 9Z 



SEEDEE OF JINJEEBA:. 

Sivajee~ though he-seldom bestowed pecuniary 
gifts on the Mawulees, on this occasion gaye every 
private soldiel' a silver bracelet, or bangle,. and 
proportionate rewards -to the officers. Sooryajee 
was appointed to the command of the fort, and 

afterwards assisted in taking Poorundhut, 
March. which was escaladed one month after the cap

ture of Singurh, and fell with little resistance. 
The fort of Maholy in the Concan, was not such 

au easy conquest as Poorundhur. Moro Punt waS 
repulsed with the reported loss· of one thousand 
men; but the siege was continued with spirit, , and 
,the garrison, in hopes of being relieved fromJoonere, 
made a resolute defence, beat off a second assault, 
and held out for two months; but at the end of that 
-time the fort surrendered. Kurnalla was likewise 
besieged and taken t, and the whole province of 
Kalhan recovered by the end of June. + Loghur 
was also surprized and taken; but an attempt on 
.8ewneree failed. § Sivajee in person superintended 
the siege of Jinjeera. Every year, since 1661, he 
had erected batteries against it, and he now put 
forth his whole strength, in hopes of reducing it 
before the fair season. Nor was force the only 
means employed; promises of' every kind were re
SOl ted to, and }"utlh Khan, though he at first in-

• Enghsh Records. Bombay to Surat, March 21st, 1670. 
t The Mahratia. MSS. afford no particulars of the manner ie 

which the approaches were carried on 10 these sieges. The 
Bombay records 10 mentIOning the siege of Kurnalla, say u they 
advance by throwmg up breast-works of earth and boards. 
which they carry before them." 

t Mahratta MSS. Engllsll records. 
~ Mahrattil 1\1SS. and Scott's Deccan. 

~ q 
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. and now was their time to prove theril'selves Siv. 
ajee's Mawulees. This address, their loss of Tan~ 
najee, the arrival 'of their companions,' and the 
presence of a leader, made them turn with a resolu .. 
tion which nothing 'conld withstand. "Hur, Hur, 
Mahdet)"',"" their usual cry, on desperase 'onsets, re.
sounded. as they closed, and they soon found them. 
selves in possession of the fort~ Their total loss 
was estimated at one-third their number, or up
wards of three hundred killed, or disabled. In the 
morning, fi'Ve hundred gallant Rajpoots, together 
with their commander, were found dead, or wound. 
ed) a few had. concealed themselves, and submit
ted; but several hundreds -had chosen the desperate 
alternative of venturing over the rQck, and many 
were dashed to pieces in the attempt. 

The preconcerted signal of'success, was setting 
on fire a thatched house in the fort, a joyful intim
ation to Sivajee; but when he heard that Tannajee 
Maloosray was killed, he WaS deeply ,concerned, 
and afterwards, on being congratulated, mournfully 
replied, in allusion to the name he had given the 
fort, "The den is taken but the liOll is slain; 
we have gained a fort, but, alas.! I have lost Tan
najee Maloosray !" 

,dei's body to indlscrlmmate burial, Without the funeral rites, is 
'Co.~sidered })ase in the highest degree. 'Father,' is an epithet 
mu.Gh ,used. by the soldiery or India,' both as a term of respect, 
ali appears in the text) and as a cheering encouragement. The 
" chulo ~era hap,"! " come o~ my father," so often heard from 
officers of Brltish Sepoys lR action, is plecu~ely the "come on, 
my boys," and '( allons mes enfans" of thC'\English and French. 

.. l'iames of Vishnoo and Mabdeo. 
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·dtgnant1y rejected every inducement, at last began 
to entertain thoughts of accepting Sivajee's protec
tion, and surrendering. There were, however, 
three Abyssinians under him, who I had rendered 
themselves particularly obnoxious to Sivajee; they 
were also bigoted Mussulmans, detested the Mah
ratta name, and being alarmed for their own safety, 
in case Futih Khan should submit, they deter
mined to prevent such a measure at all hazards. 
To this end, they formed a. conspiracy among their 
countrymen, and having obtained their suffrage, 
Futih Khan was placed in confinement, and greatly 
to Sivajee's disappointment, they continued the 
defence of the place. They afterwards applied to 
the Moghul governor of Surat, ofrering, if duly 
supported, to hold their Jagheer and the Beejapoor 
fleet under the imperial authority. The Dames of 
these three Abyssinians were, Seedee Sumbhole, 
Seedee Yakoot, and Seedee Khyroo. The two last 
gave up their pretensions in favor of 8eedee 8umb. 
hole. Their proposals were accepted by the go
vernor of SuraJ, and the terms confirmed by 
Aurungzebe, who changed the title of the principal 
Seedee, from Wuzeer to Yakoot Khan .... 

The rains had scarcely subsided when 8i
Oct. s. vajee appeared at the gates of Surat, at the 

head of fifteen thousand men. It so hap
pened that the governor of 8urat had died sud. 
denly during the preceding month; and a COD-

.. ThiS account of the Revolution at Jmjeera, is on the
authority of Khafee Khan, but I am not certain of the exact 
date of' the transfer of the fleet to the Moghuls. Theil: previous 
dependc1~ce on Beejapoor bad long been nominal. 
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slderable garrison which had been before thrown 
into the town, in -consequenc~ of a report of Si .. 
vajee's intention to plunder it, were, by accident 
or design, withdrawn by Jeswunt SlOg, or the 
prince. In this unprotected state, with only a few 
hundred men in the castle, the city was leisurely 
pillaged for three days. The English, as on a 
fonner occasion, defended them.selves successfully,. 
under the direction of Mr. Streingham Masters,. 
one of their factors,. and killed many of the Mah ... 
rattas. The Dutch factory being in a retired 
quarter, was not molested ; but the French pur.
chased an ignominious neutrality, by permitting 
Sivajeets troops to pass throug'Q theil" factory to 
attack an unfortunate Tartar prince", who was on 
his return from a pilgrimage to Mecca, and ,whose 
property became part of Sivajee's boasted spOlls 
on this occasion. 

After the third day, Sivaje,e, in, consequence of' 
intelligence from Burhanpoor, suddenly withdrew 
his army; and having len a letter for' the inha ... 
bitants,' demanding a tribute of twelve lacks ot 
rupees a year, as, the price of exemption from 
future pillage, he returned towards, his own ter ... 
rltory by the great road of Salheir. He had passed 
Kunchin Munchin, near Chandore, when he was. 
closely pursued by a detachment of five thousand 
cavalry, under Daoad Khan, a Moghul officer, 
whose approach occasioned no alarm; but Slvaj~e 

.. The EnglIsh fai!tors call him " the late king of Kascar,. de~ 
posed by hiS own son," Slvajee, say they, found in nis quarters 
a vast treasure In gold, sIlver, and plate, a. gold bed, and other 
rich furmture. 

R 4 
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soon perceIved that a larger. body had got be
tween him and the greatpassneat:Nas~uck,.by.which 
J:1e mtepded to re-enter the Concan. He, ,there .. 
for~,. l;>rqke his army ir\to four or five. divisions, in 
or~~r. t<1 distract the enemy. A patty from one 
of these ,divisions began to skirmi~h with the larger 
~ody; two of diem _threatened to charge it; whIlst 
one division,. to whom the treasure was intrpsted,. 
passed the enemy, pushed on towards J the Ghaut,. 
and made the best of their way into the Concan.; 
Sivajee w,ould have avoided an action, had he been 
sure of saving ~is boqty, but he was obI~ged to. 
~ove slowly to favour the escape of the division 
in charge of it. In the meantime Daood_ Khan: 
came up, wh~n Sivajee wheeled -about" attacked, 
and drove him back; after which~ having left a 
party to defe~d.his. rear, he ~oved on,to the large 
body. Findmg them drawn up on the banks of a 
tank, he instantly charged~them, wpich being un
expected" the whole were put to the route, and 
an:1ongst the rest, a bodY,of Mahrattas, com
manded:by the widow of the Deshmookh of'Ma-. 
hoor, whom he took prison~r, trellted her with 
great respect, and sent her home with valuable 
presents .... 

On Sivajee'~ return he made ,great preparations 
both by sea an~ )land. Ten' thousand hor~e.under 
Pertah Rao ,Goozur, and twenty thousand foot 
c9rilrp~nded by· the Peishwa, marchJ!d for the 
northward, whilst a fleet of one hundred and sixty 
vessels passed Bombay, intended, as wa~ supposeda 

• Mahratta MSS. 
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to co.op~rate in, an attack on Baro!lch; but, if such 
was the intention, it appears to have been aban
doI!e~ in favou\" of more extepsive operations. The 
fleet was recalled, and they retqroed to Dabul with 
a large Portuguese ship which they had .captured 
off pamaun. The Portuguefie, on the other hand, 
took twelve of. Sivajee's vessels, and carried them 
into Bassein. =II: 

Pertab Rao Goozur was ordered to make 
Decem.-an incursion into Candeish,.. then a very 

rich and populous province, which Sivajee, 
judging fiom llis late victory, justly supposed would 
be found unprotected. Pertab Rao levied con
tnbutions, and plundered several large towns, parti
culax:ly Kurinja; but the .most memorable circum
stance of thIS expedJ,tion was the exaction of a 
wr~t19g from the village authorities, on his route, 
in which.they promised to pay to Sivajee, or his 
officers, one fourth of the yearly re~e.nue due to 
goyern_ment. Regular re~eipts were promised on 
the part of Sivajee, which should not oql, exempt 
them from pillage, but ensure them protection. t 
Hence we may date the first' imposition of Mah
ratta chouth on a province immediately subject 
to the Moghuls. 

- English Records partly confirmed by Mahratta MS. 
t Mahratta MSS: and Enghsh Records. The Surat factors 

particularly notice thIS incursion, which they suppose Was' 

headed by SivaJee in person. They mention his having exacted 
the promise or chouth, and that he u'Very severely plundered 
KUJ:mja, and carned away aU the chief men, except such as 
escaped'in women's clothes," from whlcli it IS evident that the 
Moghuls knew by experience, that part of Sivajee's regulations 
rcgardmg protec~on to females. 
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A.D. Moro Punt, at the head of the infantry, 
1671. took several forts, amongst which Oundha 
Jan. and Putta are particularly mentioned, and 

the important fortress of' Salheir. 
During these extraordinary successes of Sivajee, 

the inactlvity of the Moghuls is chiefly to be 
ascribed to their want of troops. Whilst the 
Pelshwa was besieging Maholy there was a con· 
siderable force at Joonere, and five thousand spare 
troops at Surat; but Sivajee could, at that time, 
collect at least forty thousand men to dispute their 
advance, or intercept their retreat. A deficiency 
of fOrce, however, on the part of the Moghuls, 
was not the only cause which operated in Sivajee's 
favour.. Common report represented Sultan Mau
zurn as in league with him; 'and we have seen that 
a good understanding did exist between them. 
Jeswunt Sing was certainly no enemy to Sivajee; 
at his recommendation frequent applications were 
made for reinforcements, which he well knew Au
rungzebe, was too jealous to grant. There is, as 
we have already pbserved, no satisfactory evidence 
of Sultan Mauzum's intended rebellion; but, in 
.des~ring reinforcements, and in not doing his 
utmost against Sivajee, he may have been in
fluenced by the natural desire of' aU the sons of ~he 
Moghul emperors, t9 strengthen their own party, 
as at the death of their father, they had no alter. 
natiY.e between them and the grave, excepting a 
prison' or a throne. The same reason may have 
made him regard the increasing depredations of 
Sivajee without regret, as they afforded a pretext 
for enlisting followers, and a prospect of compel. 

18 
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ling Aurungzebe to accede to his views. But in 
-this- hope he was disappointed. J eswunt Sing was 
-recalled, and forty thousand men were sent into 
the Deccan, under the command of Mohabet 
Khan, who was so completely independent of 
Sultan ]Uauzum, that he scarcely -allowed one 
thousand horse to remain with the prince at Au
rungabad. 

Mohabet Khan commenced operations against 
Sivajee by endeavouring to reduce his forts; but, 
at the setting in of the rains, he had only retaken 
Oundha and Putta, when he withdrew to canton
ments, and the ensuing season was considerably 
advanced before his army appeared in the field. 
At length, one half of the force under 'Dilere 
Khan attacked Chakun, and tIle other half laid 
siege to Salheir. Sivajee, sensible of the great im-

portance of the latter fort, determined on 
1t7i. making an effort to save it. The garrison, 

from some cause not clearly explained, had 
not been able to lay in a sufficient store of pro
visions, and two thousand of Sivajee's best horse, 
stationed in its immediate vicinity, had been cut 
to pieces by a body of Patans; circumstances 
which rendered speedy succour essential. t On 
this service Moro Punt, and Pertab Rao Goozur, 
were both detached with twenty thousand horse, 
and ordered to give battl~. As soon as the Moghul 
general t heard of their approach, he sent the great-

, 

*' Mahratta MSS. partly confirmed by English Records. 
t Mahratta MSS. 
t I conclude that Mohclbet Khan was the general who sent 

Ikhlas Khan to oppose the Mahrattas, and that there is a JIUS .. 
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est part of his force to oppose them, under an offi'.... 
cer named Ikhlass Khan. Pertab Rao, who com~ 
mande,d the advance of the Mahrattas, seeing 
Ikhlass Khan eager to attae;k him, waited his ap
proach, drew him' on to charge, fled before him 
until the Moghul troops were broken, when, tum .. 
inK .t:opnd, supported by Moro Punt, he gave them 
a signal defeat. The Moghuls recovered their 
order and rallied to the last; but they were charged, 
broken, and routed with prodigious slaughter; 
tW,enty:-two officers of' note were killed, and several 
of the principal commanders wounded and made 
prisoners. The Mahrattas lost Sur Rao Kakray·, 
a commander of five thousand, and had upwards 
of five hundred killed and wounded. 

This victory was the most complete ever achieved 
by Sivajee's troops, in a fair fought action with 
the Moghuls, and contributed greatly to the re
nown of the Mahrattas. Its immediate conse
quence was, the abandonment of the siege of Sa]. 
heir} and a precipitate retreat of the army to Au
rungabad. Sivajee treated the ptisoners of rank 
who were sent to Raigurb, with distincti~n, and 
when their: woullds were healed, he dismissed them 
in, an, honourable manner;t Such prisoners as 

take in the Mahratta manuscript, which mentions that he was 
detached by Dll~re Khan. 

* '~'rlr RaQ Kak~ay was one of .Sivajee's earliest followers; 
lie was originally a leader of Mawulees, and particularly dls
tlDgulshed himself at the attack on Jowlee and escalade of 
RohIra. 

t Mahratta ~SS., partly confirmed by Scott's Deccan, and 
EngJlt,h record~. 
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chose to remain we"re admitted into his service; 
and deserters,. both from the Beejapoor and the 
Moghul armies, began to join the Mahratta stand. 
ard in considerable numbers .... 

During the rains, Sivajee poss~ssed himself of 
several places in the northern Concan, which had 
belonged to Kuolee Rajas, or petty polygars, whom' 
he cQmpelied to join him. As he was at' war with 
the Portuguese, and was threatening to drive them 
from the coast, unless they paid him tribute, it was
expectecl.from the vicinity of the Koolee possessions 
that he would attack the forts of Damaun and Bas
seine An attempt was made, by a party of Sivajee's 
troops to surprize the small fort. ofGorabundur on, 
the island of Salsette, then in possession of the 
Portuguese; but they were repulsed. The English' 
at Bombay were so much alarmed at this near ap
proach to their settlement, that they began to 
strengthen their fortifications, and became solici
tous to conclude some treaty with Sivajee, which 
should have for its object indemnification for past 
losses and reciprocal advantages hereafter. Hither
to the Eng~sh had' not suffered materially by the 
ravages of Sivajee; and at Bombay, even when he. 
was attacking the factory at Surat, an interchange 
of civilities used to take place; the reason of which 
was, that the island of Bombay was dependant on 
the continent for grain and firewood; and Sivajee's 
coast would have been greatly exposed had the 

• Mahratta MSS. and English Records. The standard of 
Slvajee, or the natIonal flag of the Mabrattas, is calJed the 
Blmg'Wa Jenda. It IS swallow-taIled, of a deep orange colour,. 
and partIcularly emblematic of the followers of Mahdeo. 
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English suffered the Moghuls to pass through their 
harbour for the purpose of attacking him. Ever 
since the plunder of Rajapoor, in January 1661, 
the English had been petitiomng Sivajee for indem
nification. They estimated their loss at upwards 
of ten thousand pagodas; and Sivajee contmued 
to assure them that If they would assist him against 
Jinjeera, or even re-establish thrir factory, he 
would make good the inj ury. The Enghsh, on the 
other hand, declared themselves neutral,-that they 
were mere merchants, who never took up arms ex
cept to defend theIr property, and that before they 
could return to Rajapoor, they required security 
for the fulfilment of his promises. • 

In the meantime, a change had taken place in 
the government of the Moghul provinces. Both 
Mohabet Khan and Sultan Mauzum, were recalled, 
and Khan Jehan Buhadur, t governor of Guzerat, 
was appointed viceroy of the Deccan. Khan J ehan, 
under a supposition that his force was not adequate 
to offensive operations, adopted a scheme of block
ing up the Ghauts, to prevent Mahratta incursion, 
and defend the passes left open with artillery; but 
this plan was disapproved by Dilere Kh~m, his se
cond in command. That officer had been suc
cessfhl in his attack on Chakun the preceding 
season; De exposed the fallacy of a defensi \'e system, 
and recommended a vigorous attack on the princi
pal- f9rts with the force at their disposal, however 

• EnglIsh Records, confirmed by Mahratta MSS. 
t He was then Buhadur Khan. He got his title of Khan 

.Jehan Buhadur afterwards, but to prevent 'confusion ill the 
n'ame, I have at once adopted that by which he is best known. 
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inadequate. But his arguments had no effect on 
the new viceroy; and the Mahratta horse, as might 
have been expected, instead of entering Candeish 
by the passes where Khan J ehan posted himself, 
appeared in different parties about Aurungabad 
and Ahmednugur. • The viceroy went in pursuit 
of them in various directions, but without success, 
and at last cantoned, for the rains, at Pairgaom on 
the Beema, where he erected a fortification, and 
gave it tbe name of Buhadurgurh t. 

Whilst the Khan was thus employed, Sivajee un
dertook a secret expedition to Golcondah,. where 
he is said to have exacted a contribution to a large 
amount f., and safely conveyed the money to Rai
gurh. On the march, or immediately after his re
turn. he let loose the greater part of his cavalry on 
the Moghul territory,. levying contributions from 
towns, and plundering the smaller villages.. In the 
details of thiS predatory ~arfareJ both the Mahrattas 
and Moghuls claim advantages; if the former fled, 
they generally brought off their booty; an object 
which the horsemen were taught to regard as the 
most substantial honour. 

During Sivajee's absence at Golcondah, his towns 
and villages, on the coast, bad sustained great da
mage by a descent from the combined fleets from 
Surat and Jinjeera. § The batteries at Dhunda 

* Scott's Deccan. English Records. Mahratta MSS • 
. t It does not retaia this nBIDe, but it continued for upwards 

or forty years one of the principal depots of the Moghul army. 
t Wilks, Onne, Mahratta MS. 
§ English records, Mahratta 1\ISS. 
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Rajepoor were also stormed and destroyed, and 
Ragoo Bullal, who commanded them, was killed. • 

But the loss thus sustained was compensated by 
his visit to Golcondah; and the successful cam
paign of the ensuing year, greatly encreased his 
power .and resources. 

On the 15th of December 167~, the Sultan" of 
Beejapoor had a paralytic stroke, brought on by 
excess of various ~inds; and although he lingered 
several days, during which he made some arrange. 
ments respecting the regency, he riever arose from 
his bed. 

His son Sultan Sikundur was then in the fifth 
year of his age. Ali Adil Shah had no other son,. 
and only one daughter, PadshahBeebee. AbdoolMo
hummud, the prime minister, was of a respectable 
private character, but shrunk from the task which 
his situation imposed. The other principal persons' 
at the Bejapoor court, were Khowaus Khan, Ab
dool.Khureem Bahlole Khant, and Muzuffir Khan. 

These three, with their dependants and attend. 
ants, were more intent on strengthening their own 

• Mahratta MSS. This Ragoo Bullal was the same person 
who murdered the Raja of Jowlee. 

fIn Fryer's Travels, in the English Records, afld in Mahratta 
MS. he is called Bahfole or Bullal Khan, and in Persian wrIt
ings, by his proper name, 'Abdool Khureem Bahlole Khan, 
or simply Abdool K~areem. He was the son of Bahlole Khan, 
an Afghan, orIginally a follower of the famous Khan Jehan 
Lod'l~ 1J.1ld afterwards, as already meQtioned, a General under the, 
Nizam 'Shahee state. He came over to th~ serylce ofBeejapoor, 
after Futlh Khan had murdered hIs sovereIgn, Mortiza Nlzam 
Shah the lid. 
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factions, than on devising measures for the public 
advantage. Abdool Mohummud has the credit of 
being exempted from this censure; but he was des
titue of that firmness which is necessary to overaw 
thefactious, and maintain an ascendancy over men's 
minds, in times of civil discord. In the present in
&tance, certainly no situation could be less enviable;
faction agitated the miserable reqlains of a fjUlen 
state, whilst Sivajee on one side, and the Moghuls. 
on the other, threatened its annihilation. 

In this state of affairs, Abdool Mohummud re
commended that Khowaus Khan should be appointed 
regent, and that he himself, with the two principal 
nobles who rem.uned, should each be sent to com"" 
mand in different parts of the kingdom. Kulburga,. 
and the parts adjoining the lIoghul territory, he 
reserved for himself; Abdool.Khureem to have 
Merich, Panalla, Dharwar, Soonda, Bednore, and 
the Concan; and Muzuffir Khan to have charge o( 
the rest of the Carnatic. The king, although ex
ceedingly averse to this arrangement, was compelI ... 
ed to adopt it; and Khowaus Khan was sent for to, 
his bed-side, to receive charge of his S9n and his.. 
last injunctions, as recommended by the minister .... 
Khowaus Khan accepted the regency, and promis ... 
ed to fulfil the instructions; but after the king's 
~eath, when he had established his power, he post
poned sending Abdool-Khureem and Abdool Mo
hummud .to their gove..rnments, lest they should. 
make their own terQ1s with the Moghuls; but he 
despatched M uzuffir Khan to the Carnatic. He 
endeavoured to reconcIle the others by giving 
Abdool.Khureem command of the troops, and by 

VOL. I., s 
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treating Abdou! Mohumtnud with every mark of 
I outward respect. Each patty had Bramin depend
ants, who not only fomented the disputes of their 
masters, but througb theit - Hindoo connections, 
Sivajee had minute information of all that passed ; 
and as his comp-ad with Abdool Mohummud ceased 
,with the death of' Ali Adil Shah, he instantly pre
pared to take advantage of the distractions whi~h 
prevailed at Beejapoor~ ft: 

In the month of March 1673, he secretly 
:t6;s. assembled a large force at Vishalgurh. A 

detachment from this body surprised and fe ... 
tooK Panalla; but the main object was an attack on 
therich mercantile town of Hooblee. The command 
of the expediti9~ 'was intrusted to Annajee Dutto; 
and the booty acquired, exceeded any thing of the 
kind before taken by the Ma~rattas.' The account 
given of the plunder in their1manuscripts-is incre
dibIe; but there is .. no doubt of its having been very 
considerable. Merchants of all nations were pi! .. 
Iaged; and the- Beejapoor troops, stationed for the 
defence of the town, completed what the Mahrat
tas had left. The English factory shared.in the 
geheral misfortunes. t Mr. Aungier, the deputy 
governor at Bombay, frequently endeavoured to 
obtain indemnification, both for the lossess at Hoo... 
blee and Rajapoor, and took judicio9s opportuni..j. 
ti~s of pressing the demands. Slvajee persisted in 
de,tflaring that his troops had,not molested the En ... 
glish at Hooblee ; and being still in hopes of obtain~ 

tI Beejapoor MSS. 
t They lost 7,8941 pagodas. 
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ing their assistance against the Burat and Jinjeera 
Beets, he continued to express his desire for a trea. 
ty, and to hold out expectations of granting re.Jm· 
bursement for the losses at Rajapoor. Mr. Aun • 
.gier was also frequently solicited for assistance. by 
the opposite party, paricularly by the Seedee; but 
he maintained a strict neutrality; and several cir ... 
cumstances occurred, which gave· both the one and 
the other, a high respect for Mr. Aungiers judg
ment and firmness.· 

Sivajee pressed the war with Beejapoor, and, 
anxious to possesS' himself of' the whole coast, he 
sent his fleet to take possession of Carwar, Ankola, 
and various other places; whilst he excited the 
Deshmookhs to rebel, and drive out the Maho
medan Thannas. The Rana of Bednore, alarmed 
by the plunder of HoobIee, early saIicited pro.
tection, agreed to pay a yearly tribute, and pet
mitted a wukeel from Sivajee to reside at his ca
pital.t 

As Sivajee was desirous of prosecuting the war 
on Beejapoor without interruption, he endeavoured 
to conciliate Khan J ehan by again fei~ing a desire 
to be received under the imperial protection, 
through the Khan's mediation. The viceroy was, 
or pretended to be, deceived; but it is more than 
probable that tbis officer, very soon after his arrival 
in the Deccan, became subservient to Sivajee's 
l-iews, on condition of his refraining from pillage 
in the Moghul territory. 

In the month of Maya detachment of Mawulees 

* Mahratta MSS., Orme, and EnglIsh records. 
t Mahratta MSS. 

"'(}) 
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surprised 'Purlee ; but its capture having put the gar
i'isons in the neIghbourhood on the alert, Satara" a 
fort that had always been kept in good order by the 
Beejapoor government, which was next invested, sus
tained a siege for several months, and did not sur
render till the beginning of September. It is 
,remarkable, that this fort had been long used as 
a state prison, anterior, perhapst to the EdII Shahee 
dynasty. Sivajee little contemplated its being made 
applicable to a similar purpose' for the persons of 
hIs descendants .. "" 

The forts of Chundun, Wundun, Pandoogurh, 
N andgbeeree, and Tattora, aU fell into his hands 
before the fair season. 

The loss of ,Panalla, the sack of Hooblee, the 
insurrections about Carwar, and the capture of all 
these forts, obliged Khowaus Khan to detach Ab
dool Khureem with an army to the westwal'd. Ab· 
dool Khureem regained possession of the open 
country about Panalla; but P~rtab Rao Goozur; 
ha.ving been sent off by Sivajee, appeared in the 
neighbourhood of Beejapoor, where he plundered 
with impunity. These depredations induced the 
regent to recal Abdool Khureem, hut Pertab,Rao 
jntercepted him, between l\tIedch and Beejapoor; 
and~ both parties commenced skirmishing. As 
Pertab Rao outnumbered the army of Beejapoor, 
by threatening a general attack on one side,· and 
cuttinO' off foragers and stragglers with a part of 

• I , I:;) 

hIs troops on the other, he so harassed them, that 
.Abdool KllUreem applied for an armistice, and 

* Logurh was the state prison of Ahmednugur. 
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'was permitted to return unmolested to Beejapoor. 
The terms on which this trt.rce was granted are not 
known, but Sivajee was greatly dIspleased; and,. 
to add to his mortIfication, Pertab Rao, on being 
severely cen&ured, made a very distant excursion 
into Berar Payeen Ghaut contrary to Sivajee's in
tention, who had previously commenced the 'Siege. 
of Ponda, which lay between his territory and his. 
late acquisitions to the southward ... 

Abdool Khureem, conceiving that an oppor
tunity thus presented itself of retaking Panalla, a. 
great effort was made. at Beejapoor to recruit the
army. The intention was early imparted to Sivajee,. 
but he was prevented, by the absence of Pertabr 
Rao Goozur, from making a correspondmg ex
ertion to prevent the design, without subjecting 
his own plans to great derangement .. 

In the month of February, preparations 
t67».i. being completed, Abdool Khureem marched 

with a large force towards Panalla.t He 
had already arrived in the neighbourhood of that 
place, when Pertab Rao,. with the principal part of 
the horse, at last made his appearance. Sivajee 
instantly sent him word that ,he was greatly dis
pleased .by his conduct, and desired that .he would 

. ~c.never ,come into his presence until he had plun .. 
. dered the army of Beejapoor.'~ This message was 

conveyed to Pertab Rao when about. to commence 
the attack. Stung with the reproach, he departed 
from his usual method, and at once closed with the 

.. Mahratta MSS. 
t Beejapoor MSS., and Mahratta :MSS. 

s 3 
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enemy.,. In a rash charge, on a compact body ot 
the B~ejapoor troops, he was cut down with many 
of his' men, and the main body of his army com .. 
plete]y routed. Abdool Khureem pursued them 
with great slaughter, until the fugitives found 
shelter under· the guns of Panalla. But, whilst 
this took place in the main body, one party of 
Mahrattas, under Hussajee Mohitey, a,commander 
of five thousand horse, had not been engaged. 
They came up when the Beejapoor troops were 
dispersed in the careless ardour of pursuit, and fall .. 
ing upon them unexpectedly, completely changed 
the issue of the contest. No troops are so soon 
rallied as Mahrattas .on the slightest tum of for .. 
tune' in their favour. The fugitives became the 
pursuers; victory succeeded defeat, an~ Abdoo! 
Khureem was again compelled to retire with dis
grace to Beejapoor.t In the division of Hussajee 
Mohitey, two officers greatly distinguished them
selves; they were promoted in consequence, and 
their names, Suntajee Ghorepuray, and Dhunnajee 
Jadow; afterwards became renowned in the annals 
of Maharashtra. Sivajee greatly extolled the con. 
duct bf Hussajee Mohitey, and appointed him 
Surnobut, with the title of Humbeer Rao. t The 
services of Pertah Rao Goozur were not forgotten; 
Sivajee mourned his loss, made handsome pro
v~iol'l for his relations and dependants, and mar .. 

,. Mahratta ],\Iss. 
t Mahratta MSS., and Beejapoor MSS. 
t As the reader is not yet familiar with the former name, I 

shall contInue to,use his title of Hutnbeer Rao, as that bywhich 
be is generally Jmown in the Mahratta country. 

!'l~ 
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ried-his younger sont-Raja Ram, to the daughter of 
the deceased. Pertab Rao1s death wa§ followed. 
by that of Abajee Sonedeo i Sivajee had 4eclar~ 
that no office should be heredj,tary in it family unfit 
for the employment; but Ramchundur Punt, th.e 
san of Ahajee, being qualifi£d to fill the vacant. 
tiituatian, he was appoiAted Muz~iInd.ar", 
- The siege of Panda continued uutil the settingi
in of the monsoon, when it Wi1J3 rai~ed. Sivajee 
had purchased a ~upply Qf arul1e,ry ffOUl th~ French 
at Surat; but he was not able to effuc:t ~ ,breach.. 
Xhe whole of the borse, Qwing.. it is eupPQsed, to 
a scarcity above the Ghauts. ~antolled thi!} season 
at Chiploon .... 

Sivajee, who had long struck cpins" and styled 
himself Raja and'Maha Raja., was, ;it this time~ 
consulting roany learned Brawins on th~ propriety 
of declaring his independence" ASsumipg .en,signs. 
of royalty, and establishing an ,era. from the day 
of his ascendIng the th.rone. A celebrat~d. Sh~stre~ 
of Benarees. named Gag3 .Bhutt, who ~rriye<l ;:1t 
Raigurh, and of wbo.se coming Siv~jee pretended 
to ~~l!Rj!!tjp)aj;iQJl_ frpm l1hOW(1lle~. -was:iP
pomted to conduct tl:tc ina"Uguratiol1. After many 
solemn flWS, Itnd ev~ry ~h~.rvan~e of tb~ Sh(1St~rs. 
which could make the ceremony revCfenc~4 1>y 
Hindoos, Sjvajee, at a pfPpitiollS tnOll1ept, W(1S 
.enthroned, a.t Raigurh, pn the 6th June, Abput 
a fortn,,!.=~~!r, on the d~~ffi:Q.E>.h.l~LJttgther, 
Jeejee ~ ye, Slvajee wa$ a. second tim~ placed on 
the throne, but the date of the abishik or era,. 

" ;l\1$ratt~ MSS. 
s 4 
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commences from the 13th dav,of the moon's in-
oI 

crease in Jesht or June, according to the previous 
installation. The first ceremony was partly wit
nessed by Mr. Henry Oxen den, who had been sent 
from Bombay on a mission to Sivajee, for the pur
pose of' concluding the long-pending treaty. The 
preliminary art.icles were signed by a native' agent 
on the 6th April. The treaty consisted of' twenty 
articles, ,the substance of' which the Mahrattas 
have preserved under four heads :-First, indem
nification for the losses at Rajapoor, with per .. 
mission to establish factories at Rajapoor, Dabul, 
Choule, and KaIlian; and to trade all over Sivajee's 
territory, buying and selling at their own prices 
without being liable to the i~position of fixed 
.rates. Second, they were only to pay an import 
duty of 2! per cent. ad valorem. Third, coins 
were to pass reciprocally; and fourth, wrecks 
were to be restored. The mode of settling the 
indemnification, which was dictated by Sivajee, 
shows his idea of the principles of trade; but it is 
particularly characteristic of a Mahratta agreement, 
'not only in its intricacy, but in the evasion of any 
direct money· payment. Sivajee was to allow the 
,English 10,000 pagodas: that is, the English agreed 
to purchase 5000 pagodas worth of goods from 
'Sivajee, for three years, they paying him half the 
value, so that they would then recover 7,500 pa
.goaas; and jor the balance of 2,500 pagodas, he 
~ranted to the factory, when it should be re.esta .. 
blished at Rajapoor, an exemption irom customs 
until it amounted to an equivalent. It was with 
some- difficulfy that Sivajee was brought to consent 
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to those articles which regarded the wrecks and 
the coin. He observed, that the crews of ships 
should be assisted and protected; but the wrecks 
being long considered the inherent property of the 
king of the country, he could not relinquish the 
right; and that with respect to English coin it 
should always pass for its intrinsic value. FmalIy, 
however, he agreed" to all the artlCles, and Mr. 
Oxenden's embassy occasioned a more favourable 
impression towards the English on the part of Si. 
vajee; but, though the factory at Rajapoor was 
Te-established, it was never profitable, and it is 
doubtful if the EngLIsh ever recovered what was 
settled by the treaty. Mr. Aungier's immediate 
successors had not the talents nor the weight_ of 
that able man, who died at Bombay in 1676. 

On Sivajee's enthronement, the names of stIch 
offices as were expre')sed in Persian, were changed 
into Sanscrit, and some were designated by higher 
sounding titles. None of the new distinctions were 
preserved after Sivajee's death, except the eight 
ministers, or Asht Purdhans. Theit: duties COD

tinued the same as already explained, except that 
there was one commander-in-chief of the cavalry 
and infantry; and the Nyadeish was not adminis. 
tered by two persons. The names of the ministers 
and the old and new appellatjons of their offices 
. were then as follow: 

Name. tJ7'I@nal Tale. New T tie. 
1. Moro Punt Pmgley. Pelshwa. Mookh Purdhan. 

,2.. Ramchundur Punt Bouleekur. Muzzlmdar. Punt Amat • 

... O"enden's Narrative, Mahrattd. MSS. and EnglIsh records. 
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S. Annajee Dutto. 
4<. Duttajee Punt. 
:? Humbeer Rao Mohitey. 
6. Jenardm Punt Hunwuntay. 
1. Ballajee Punt. 
8. Rugonatb Punt. 

o~ Title. ~Cw TItle. 
Soornees. Punt Suchew. 
'w Illlkunees. Muntree. 
Surnobut. Senaputtee. 
Dubeer. SOIUUDt. 

Nyadeis~ Nyadeish. 
Nyashastre~. Pu!'mt Rllq. 

Sivajee, by be,ing weighed against gold·, the 
.amount of which was afterwards distributed to 
Bramins, and by performing numerous charitie~ 
.as recommended by the rules of his religion, ob .. 
tained a high rank amongst Rajpoots, from whom 
the Bramins could now pretend to prove his de
scent. The titles t he assumed were very lofty, 
and in future, on all public occasions, he imitated 
the grandeur and digmty of royalty. 

Since the convention of, Poorundhur, Sivajee 
11ad always pretended a right to the chouth of 
various parts of the Beejapoor territory, and of the 
whole of the Concan. t There is no mention of his 
baving made this demand from the English; but he 
this year sent M~ro Punt to -KaWan, for th e purpose 
Qf exacting it from the Portu~uese at Bassein. S It 
is not known by what means they evaded the pay
_ment; the Mahratta histories of Sivajee's life do 
not state that the Portuguese ever admitted the 
chouth;, but frequent mention is made of their 

~, Dr. Fryer mentions that he weighed about 16,000 pagodas, 
which is equal to about ten stone. 

t These wer~ KshittrJi'l Koolavutumsa, Sree, Raja ,Siva, 
Chuttur Puttee. or the head ornament oftht: Kshittree face, his 
Majesty, the Raja SlVa, possessor or lord ofthe royal umbrella. 

:j: Mahratt{\ MSS 
. § Orme. English records. 
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having paid tribute, and probably some compromise 
was made on the occasion alluded to. 

Some aggre~sions on the part of the Mog .. 
t67~·. hul troops, headed by Dilere Khan, having 

furnished Sivajee with an excuse for break. 
ing his compact with the viceroy, Moro Punt 
attacked and retook Oundha and Putta, and made 
an unsuccessful attempt to surprise Sewneree, the 
birth place of Sivajee, which was never destined 
to fall into his hands. But the failure was com
pensated by the success of Humbeer Rao, the 
Senaputtee, who ascended one of the passes near 
Surat, divided his horse into several bodies, 
plundered the country to Burhanpoor, and from 
thence to Mahoor. One of his parties levied con. 
tributions in the Baroach district, being the first 
body of Mahrattas that ever crossed the N erbuddah. 

Sivajee himself laid siege to Ponda, after he had 
again possessed himself of all the Thannas between 
PanaUa and Tattora; but as soon as he was occu
pied in ilie Concan, and had carried down all the 
infantry that could be spared, Nimbalkur and 
Ghatgay, the Deshmookhs of Phultun and Mullao
ree, attacked the garrisons, drove out the Thannas, 
and recovered most of' the open country for the 
king of Beejapoor. • 

Humbeer Rao, after he had passed the Godavery 
OD his route homewards, was very hotly pursued by 
Dilere Khan, and with difficulty brought off the 
valuable booty he had taken. A detachment of the 
MoghuIs plundered the Kallian district, whilst 

it Mabt'atta MSS. 
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Sivajee was still -engaged besieging the fort ot 
Ponda. A brea.ch was at last effected by spring~ 
ing a mine, and the Killidar, after.a very credit
able defence surrendered. Upon this, Sivajee 
proceeded to the.southward, levied contributions 
in the Concan, plundered many places, ascended 
the ghauts, penetrated into the Soonda country, 
and returned laden with spoils to Raigurh ... 
~t the opening of the season, Humbeer Rao 

again entered the Moghul territory, and did great 
mischief, whilst Khan Jehan Buhadur and Dilere 

J Khan were engaged in another quarter. 
. Khowaus Khan, the regerit of Beejapoor, finding 
his situation perilous, .and having a. greater regard 
for his own interests than the fulfi)ment of his trust, 
opened negotiations with Khan J ehan, agreed to 
hold J3eejapoor as a dependant province of t~e 
empire, and to give Padshah Beebee, the young 
)dng's sister, in marriage to one of' the sons of 
.Aurungzebe. 

When this proceeding became known, the nobles, 
-at the ,head of whom was AbdooLKhureem, enter· 
ed into a conspiracy against Khowaus Khan; and 
he was assassinated by one Khureem Shirza en· 
gaged for the purpose. His death was not regret. 
ted, especially on account of hIS baying agreed to 
give away the king's sister, in whom the people of 
Beejapoor took particular interest. The orders,of 
Abp,ool Khureem, topreparefordeftmce, were obey
ed with an alacrity unusual under the late regent 
~nd when Khan Jehan Buhadux advanced, as was 

• I 

.. Mahratta MSS. 
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expected, towards the Beejapoor frontier, Abdool 
Kbureem marched to oppose him. Several Jictions 
were fought, whIch ended advantageously for tlie 
army of Beejapoor; find as Dilere Khan was fa,·or .. 
ably disposed towards. his countryman Abdool 
Khureem, a truce, and afterwards. an- alliance,.. was 
concluded by the mediation of' the. former.:II: 

Sivajee, for the third tiEne, took posses
t6~: sion of the open country between Tattora 

and Panalla; and in order to prevent future 
inroads by the J agheerdars in his neighbourhood, 
he gave orders for connecting those places by 
building a chain of forts, which he named Wurdun
gurh, Booshengurh, Sewdasheogurh, and Muc
hindergurh. Although of no great strength, they 
were judiciously chosen to support his intermedIate 
posts, and to protect the highly producnve tract 
within the frontier which they embrace. Whilst 
engaged in this arrangement, he was overtaken by 
a severe illness, the nature of which is unknown; 
but it confined him at Satara for several months. 
During thIS period he became extravagantly rigld 
in the observance of' religious forms enjomed by 
his faith; but he was, at the same time, planning 
the most Important expeditIOn of his life. t The 
preliminary arrangements '\\-lth other powers, the 
space over which Ius Vlews extended, the combin. 
ation of sagacity and enterprize, and the surprizmg 
success of the undertaking are altogether so re. 

;11 Beejapool' MSS. Mahratta MSS. Scott'L.lle.ccan. 
t Mahratta MSS. Mr.Orme mentIons thIS Illness as ha~Ing 

confined him at Ralgurh. 
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markable, that; in order to be fully understood_ 
some preliminary observations regarding the general 
state of the country. would he proper on this ac
count alone, hut a brief retrospect is also necessary 
as an introduction to the important events of the 
next thirty years: 
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CHAP. IX .. 

FROM A. D. 1676, TO.4.. D. 1680. 

State 0/ rwluics in tAe Deccan tvAen SW4JU Itntierlilkes lus' ex
pedztion into tAe Carnatzc. - Hot» suggested --prelIminary 
arrangements. - S''OqJee departs. - Coriference and allzance 
with Kootu6 Shah at Hydera6atl-proceeds to tAe $outA'War4 
- e:r:traordmary devotions. - Progress l!f ike conquests.
Negotlat,ons tvzth VenkaJee. - Golcontial& is invaded 6y t[,e 
Moghuls, and the army qf Bee;apoor - tke!l are repulsed.
Death 'If A6dool Khureem. - Musaood Khan, 6!1 the in ... 

jluence 'If Duere Khan, appoznted regent. - Sz'OaJee sets out on 
kis return ...... takes BellaTJj, ~c. - VenlcaJee attacks SivqJee's 
troops, fl1u/, is tiifeated. - A body W Mahrattas In the ser",,,e 
if BettJapoor dyeated 6y S''Oeyee's troops. - Successes 'If Jeri
ardin Punt, tvho by the /luI W Hum6eer Raa retiuces the Dooa6. 
- Proceedtngs tif Moro Punt. - Sultan Mauzum returns to 
Aurunga6ad as vzceroy.-Dzlere Khan agaIn ordered against 
Beejapoor.- Musaood Khan calls .18 the aId qf Swojee, 'WhI'J 
eommas dreaijul de'IJa.ftatzon 8n the Moghul provInces. -- plun_ 
ders Jaslna - IS attacked, and in danger qf 6eing 'Worsted, 
'When he retne'IJes the day 6y hu personal exertzons - zs su6se
'luently saved from great danger hy one tif 'his guides.
T'Wenty-se'IJenforts take". - Musaood KAan earnestly sol,CIts 

further as~i8tance. - Sum6hojee deserts to the Moghuls.
Dalere Klan's proposals. - Emperor's ol?Jectaons. - SumMa

Jee returns to h,S father. - Dzlere Khan raises. tlie sIege qf 
Bee;apoor - crosses the Kistna, 'Wzth a hody qf horse, and is 
attacked and difeated 7Jy Jenardzn Punt.- SzvaJee's claims '" 
conseguence W the assIstance qfforaed to Bee;apoor. - Supre_ 
macy W Tanjore, ~c. traniferred to SzvqJee. - VenkaJee's in
dependence qffected 6y {Ius arrangement - Ius henavzour ,n 
consequence. - SzvoJee's e:ccellent advzce. - SzvaJee's tieatk 
and character -possessions and treasures. - The ministers 
i1fflttenced by Soyera Bye, propose setting SumMojee' astde, 
ana appozntzng Raja Ram to tke successton. - Sum6kaJee d,s-
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covers the plot - takes command qf Panalla - displays con
szdera61e energy - sezzes Jenardzn P~nt. - Moro Punt and 
Hum6eer Rao Jozn SumMaJee. - The garrzson qf Razgurh 
and the a1-my declarefor him., 

THE emperor Aurungzebe, hitherto occu_ 
t6~. pied ~n: establishing ,his authority, regulating 

affairs, or suppressing revolt in the north, 
had never lost sight of his early and favourite 
scheme of annexing the. wnole Deccan to the em
pire; but whilst hIS own presence was- required in 
other parts, he was too suspicious to intrust the 
conquest, to any depllty. He was, therefore, per
severing in a systematic plan, calculated, as he con
ceived,. to weaken and undermine the powers in 
that quarter so effectually that, when he could spare 
sufficient leisure, he might, with an overwhelming 

. force, sweep all before him, and find a country 
rather to settle than to subdue. 
- Khan J ehan Buhadur was not an officer compe .. 
tent to the task of reducing the Deccan; but even 
if he had been, the army under his command was 
quite insufllcientfor such a purpose. The weakness of 
the Moghuls, defeated as large detachments of'tbe~ 
were by the Mal1rattas, on more than one oc
casion, seemed likely to afford encouragement for a 
confed~racy of the other, powers against them; b~t 
jn the. divided state of'affairs both at Beejapoor and 
q-~lcondah, principally maintained by hIS mtrigues, 
Aurungzebe probably viewed it in a contrary light, 
as being, less hke~y to rouse combination. His, am
bassadors were emplqyed to, create dissen~ions, not 
only by exciting jealousy between the Mahomedan 



THE DECCAN. 

courts, but by bribing every man In power, and 
stirring up'factions in the inteinal governments. 

Although Sivajee's daring robberies and incur. 
---sions excited the utmost indignation, he was still 
contemptible as a power in the eyes of Aurungzebe; 
and whilst so considered,. his ravages, directed 
against Beejapoor or Golcondah, were favourable 
to the emper.or's plan. In this view, we may, in 
some measure, account for the conduct of Khan 
J ehan, who, for a long time, enjoyed as much of 
Aurungzebe's confidence as any of his officers, al. 
though it must have been well known to the empe~ 
ror that Sivajee frequentIypurchased his connivance 
or forbearance; for the fact was notorious in the 
European settlements. 

With regard to Beejapoor and Golcondah, al
though the exertions of Abdool Khureem had ob. 
tained a temporary peace; he himself, as head of 
the faction which h~d destroyed Khowaus Khan, 
had nothing to hope from the Moghuls. His in~ 
terests were completely those of the state; and had 
it not been for his connection with Dilere Khan, 
aud the other Mghans of'the Moghul army, it was 
far more natural for him to have become the ally 
of Sivajee than df Aurungzebe. The Moghul fac
tion in' Beejapoor were the regent's enemies; and' 
the emperor, preserving the forms which the paci
fication required, sent there as his envoy, Mullik' 
Berkhordar, a native of Kashmeer, on whose ad. 
dress he placed reliance, to draw over the n<?bility 
not yet of his 'party, and to perplex tb~ regent by 
every apparent civility and' every mischi~vous jn.! 
ttigue. 

VOL. I. T 
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At Golcondah, the Mogh~l, influence bad, lQng, 
preponderated; the death, however" of Abdool Koo .. 
tub .Shah, in 1672,. had llDt been attended with the 
advantages. which, Anrungzebe may have anticip .• 
ated. The nearestheir,j Abou Hussein. theson .. in~ 
law and successor of the late king, notorious Co\" 
dissipated.habits-.in-his youth, was" on ascending 
the ,throne,. cpmpletely .reclairlled~ Altho_uglL ~ 
weak prince;_ .he.. on some occasions,: asserted .the 
dignity. of'llis higb pl~ce; but be- was/undeJ.:. th~ 
infl~nce of two brothers, MahdhuD~ Punt and 
Akhana Punt; 'Who, although reckoned men of 
ability; particutarly. Ithe fo.tm~; had alt that djs
position Xo_refinement ininttigue;. w~~ch constitutes, 
a principal defect in Bramin. statesmen. Aurun,. 
gzeb~~s measures pa:ctake precis~ly of tthal qb~rac
tel', and the result proves, ,not pI),ly Jthe iD!~igni1i-~ 
Cance of' the deepest cunning. but how: IJluch: a. 
l\omely maxim might serve, as a le:;,soI) riot kipgs.; 
The .emperor did not contemplate the whole ~ffe~t~ 
o£ his system; and! t~ treachery aJld corruptioDtJ 
epcouraged or I tolerated. at this pe:dQd, w~re a: 
princip~l cau.se Qfirr~rievable: comu&iQI} in,. thij la~ 
tet pact. pf, hi~ reign •. 

.But. without., further a.utic~patiQ~ sLlc:b, jn l;egar~ J 

tn, tbe; different ,pnwers, is a, general view of the 
state :o( the! Deccan when, Si v~e~ undeIj:Q,Q\, b.i$ ex-, 
pedition wtQ the rCarnati~ It was' first suggested 
by;Rugonath N~rrain HWlWUI}ta.y, wholJl'we havt! 
already mentioned" as the successor of his father, 
Naroo Punt, in the management, of Shahjee's Jag. 
heer in, the Carnatic. Rugonath Narrain, WclS a, 
~an of superior abilities, but after the death of his. 

!!~ 
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patron, he disgusted Venkajee by his overbearing 
conduct; and on the other hand, the young man's 
interference in the direction of his own affairs, gave 
the minister great offence. Their mutua.l interests, 
however, suppressed their growing hatred 'fur a long 
time; but after eleven or twelve years, -Rugonath 
N arrain left the Carnatic", and proceeda.i to the 
court of Abou Hnssein at Gol~ondah, where he 
formed an acquaintance with, Mahdhuna. Punt, and 
contrived to gain his ~confidence; but whether he 
took these steps, foreseeing the scheme ta which 
he afterwards applied them, is uncertain" He came, 
however, to join Sivajee, by whom, as an old and 
distinguished servant of his father, and a brother of 
the Somunt Purdban, he was- received with great 
respect; and Ramchundur Punt, being the young
est of the lI!,inLqerS, Sivajee displaced him to make 
room for Rugonath Punt Hunwuntay, on whopt 
he conferred the office of Amat Purdhan.. The 
discu.ssion of Sivajee's claim to -share, accord
ing to Hindoo law, in half the possessiorls of Shah .. 
jee, and the possibility of making this a cloak for 
more extensive acquisitions in the south, 'Was a COIl

stant subject of consultation during the rains, when 
Sivajee lay ill at Satara. • 

The period was in every respect favol1rabl~ to 
the undertaking, as the alliance between Beejapoor 
and the Moghuls, and particularly the connection 
'between the regent and Dilere Khan, was a certain 
means of exciting the jealous apprehensions of' Mah .. 
dhuna Punt:" Dilere Khan had always shown,bim .. 

• Maliratta MSS. 
T2 
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:self a aetermiried :enemy of Goleondah;· and' he 
was lIkewise knPwn ,to entertain an equal degree 
i>f enmity towards Sivajee. 

The first object effected was an agreement with 
Khan ·Jehan, by giving him a large sum of money, 
part, it would appear, publicly, and a part privately. 
That which was publicly received, was styled tri. 
bute by the\ Moghul ; an appellation to which Siva
j ee reconciled himself~ even at this stage of his in .. 
dependence, by comparing it to the oil-cak~ven 
to his milch cow. • 
, To secnre hIS' possessions, the frontier forts on 
the, eastern side" 'Which he had just completed, were 
'well calculated to repel the inroads of Ghatgay and 
Nimbalkur; and in order to guard the coast against 
the attacks or descents of the See dee, he left ;Anpa .. 
jee Dutto, the Punt Suchew, with strong garrisons 
and a large, body of disposeable infantry. His forts 
between Kallian and Ponda: were very numerous; 
~pd nQ plJlce could~ be attacked without being speed. 
ily supported from various quarters •. The parti ... 
ocular care of tbis tract wa& thus made 'over to. the 
Suchew, but he was directed to assist the P~ishwa,. 
iMQro ).lunt, to w,hom Sivajee delegated the chief 
management during his absence; this diVIsion of 
p~wer~ however, created an unconquerablejealousy 
between these ministers. 

I\t the close' of the year -I~76, Sivajee set out at 
tpe head of thirty thousand horse, and forty thousand 

infantry, toward~ Golcondah. Carefully ab.. 
l~;;. staining from plunder, his march wa~ con .. 

dueted with the gr~atest regularity. Prillhad 
,. Mahratta MSS. 
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Punt, the son of ' the Nyadeish Purdhan~ was senb 
forwa.rd to announce his approach, which, althought 

known to Mahdhuna Punt, occasioned astonishment 
and alarm at Hyderabad. Mahdhuna Punt came 
out some distance to meet Sivajee, and the daY' 
after his arrival at Golcondah, he had an intervu~w 
with Kootub Shah, which lasted for several' hours ~ 
many consultations followed, and Slvajee had the: 
address to persuade the king, that an alliance be
tween them was not only necessary but natural.'" . 

- No authentic record of the particulars, of the 
secret compact which was entered, into has been 
preserved by the Mahrattas; but the purport seems 
to have been,. a division of such parts of Sivajee's 
conquests as had not belonged to his father" Shah
jee, and a treaty offensive and def(~nslve against 
the l\Ioghuls and their allies. t With the usual bur
lesque advantages, which a power not 'consulted 
commonly obtains by such alliances of its neigh .. 
bours, Beejapoor was to be admitted to alL the 
benefits of this agreement, after" its possessions in 
thaCarnatic had beenreduced'and divideabetween' 
Sivajee· and Kootub Shah, on condItion of,dlsmiss
ing' Abdool Khureem frOID the regencyl .and receiv
ing the brother of Mahdhliria Punt In .his . stead. :J: 
What further inducement may have. been held out, 
or whether the ambition or av~rice of- Mah'dhuna 
Punt may have been more treacherously excited, 

. .. One of the Mahratta MS. contains a curlOUl; dissertation 
tendlDg to prove Golcondah the natqral ally, aqd BeeJapoor
and the Moghuls, the natural enemies of Sivajee 

t Mahratta MSS. Beejapoor MS.' 
t BeeJapoor MSS. 

T :3 
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cannot be discovered; but Sivajee suceeded in ob .. 
taining a considerable supply of money; and what 
he most wanted, a t,rain of artillery with its ~quip. 
ments. It is probable that h~ dispensed with all 
other re~nforce1Ilents; and ,the nece~sity of keeping 
the whole of th¢ troops' of Kootub Shah for the 
defence 'Of the kingdom, was ~n opinion likely to 
arise of itself, without being suggested by Sivajee. 

After a month spent at Hyderabad, Sivajee, hav
ing concluded· his arrangements, marched due 
south, and crossed the Kistna at the Neorootey 

Sungulll, twenty-five miles below Kurnoul. 
March. about the month of March. Whilst his troops 

advanced slowly by the toute of Kuddapah, 
Sivajee, with a body of cavalry,. $truck off to the 
eastward for the·purpose of visiting the temple of 
Purwuttum- , where lIe perf.ormed many penances. 
At last he was wprked up rinto such a state of e~; 
thusiasm as to draw his sword for the purpose of 
sacrificing himself to the Deity, when it is pretend
ed be was saved by the direct interposition of the 
goddess Bhowanee, by whose inspiratiop. Sivajeef 
on tbis occasion, uttered f:me of his many proph~ 
cies; and whilst the Deity, through,him,. declared 
the necessity of his yet re~aining to, pertorm many 
great services fo\' the Hindoo faith,. she announced 
the splendid conquests that were to be jmmediately 
achieved in tb~ Carnatic~ t 
. ',z\fter passing twelve days in this extra~ 

manner, Sivajee foHow-ed his army~ which descend
ed into the Carnatic Payeen Ghaut by the~Damul • 

• Called by the Mahrattas Sree Sheyl Mulhk Arjoon. 
t Mahratta MSS. 
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cherry ·pass; and as he had a double object in 
view, be left the heavy part of his army to come 
.on by easy stages, wbllst he pushed on with the 
cavalr", and a body of his Mawulees. He passed 
Madras in the first week of May t, and arrhing in 
the neighbou~od of Ginje~. then belonging to 
Beejapoor~ he, obtained possession of it from the 
sons of Ambet Khan, na.med Roop }{pa.n. and N a
zir ~Iohummud, according to a previous agreement 
through Rugonath Narrain. t Ram3Jee Nulgay, 
.one of his Mawulee commanders., was appointed 
Havildat of the place, and the same regulations as 
those established ill his forts in Mahara&htra, were 
now, at a distance of six hundred miles, commenced 
in Drawed; and Wittul Peelde,o Garoodkur, with 
the general care of the dependaRt districts, was di. 
rected, in like manner, to introduce ,his revep.ue 
system. 

An officer of the Beejapoor government. named 
.Sher Khan, in charge of the district of Trinamul. 
lee. made an effort to oppose Sivajee at the head 
of five thousand horse; but he was qu.ickly ;;ur
fQunded, made prisoner, and his ~ors~ seized, 
according to the custom of Mahratta victors. 
Suntaj~ the half brother of Sivajee,. bad joined 
hiQl before this affair, a~d very sOOD.showed that he 
inherited a. portion of the family spirit and abilityp 

In the meantime. the remaining part of the army 

• Colonel Wilks. The Mahratta manuscripts call the pass. 
Wfnkutrumunguree, but I conclude it Is the same. . .-

t Wilks. 
t I here folIo,," my own MSS. although Colonel WIlks bas 

adopted a ddre~ent account. 
l'4 
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which Sivajee had purposely left in the rear, had 
invested the strong fortress of V ell ore. The, siege 
was' conducted by a Bramin, named Neerhurry 
nullal. He erected his principal batteries on two 
adjacent hills, which he named Saujra and Gojura; 
and after a siege of some duration, the detail of 
which is velY imperfectly given in the Mahratta 
manuscripts, the fort surrendered'" about the latter 
end of' September. 

During the siege of Vellore, Sivajee had been 
endeavouring to effect his designs on Tanjore, and 
had induced his brother to meet him at Trivadey, 
for the purpose of discussing his claim to share in 
their father's property. Venkajee, apprized of his 
designs, would, in the first instance, have resisted 
by force; but the Naik of Madura, who had 
agreed to assist him, was detached from i1,e. alli
ance by the address of Rugonath Narrain, and 

-Venkajee adopted the alternative of visiting his 
brother. Sivajee received him with many profes
sions of regard,; but he could not persuade him to 
give up half the property. Whilst the one urged 

.his claim, the other obstinately denied it., Sivajee, 
at first thought of'making him prisoner, and com
pelling him to give up the half of Tanjore, of the 
Jagheer districts, and of the money and jewels ; 
but on further consideration, according to the 
words of his own letter, as Venkajee had come of 
his, own accord to visit him, such a measure appear. 
ed' to be "inconsistent WIth his own character as 

.. In the Beejapoor MSS. or Abou Hoossem Qazee, it is 
,asserted that Abdoollah Khan, the governor; gave it up for a 
pribe of 50,000 pagodas. 
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a 'brother and a prince;" he therefore permitted 
him to return to Tanjore. To keep open the door 
of accommo'dation; though at the same time he 
had determined to seize upon the other dIstricts, 
Sivajee sent ~essengers to Venkajee, to endeavour 
to prevail upon him to give up' half of Tanjore, 
Arnee, one or two of the forts, and to make an 
equal division without any qua~el; desiring his 
brother to recollect that it was not mere territory 
he desired, of that he possessed and could bestow 
abundance, but his inheritan~e (wutun), he was 
bound in honor not to renounce. 

After the interview at Trivadey, Sivajee .came 
to Vellore, which had surrendered previous to his 
arrival. Carnaticgurh, and two other forts flo, were 
reduced immediately after, and Vedo Bhaskur, a 
Bramin~vho had been in charge of Arnee since the 
time of Shahjee, brought the l}eys of the fprt, and 
'tendered his services to Sivajee, by whom he was 
.confirmed in his command,. and his two sons taken 
into the service. The Jagheer districts of . Shahjee,. 
consisting of Kolhar, Bangalore, Ouscottao Bal .. 
apoor, and Sera, were all taken possession of by. 
Sivajee, before the beginning of the em.)uing year; 
.and his horse either levied conbibutio.ns under the 
'name of chouth and surdeshmookhee, or, where re
fused, plundered the whole Carnatic, subject to the 
kingdom of Beejapoor. 

Tl1e truce, which, Khan J ehan Buhadur had en
tered into with Sivajee, was not approved of by 
Aurungzebe ; .and Dilere Khan having submitted 

.. Called in the Mahratta MSS. J ugdeogllrp and M~harajgurh. 
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a; proposal for invading Golcondah, assisted by 
Abdool Khureem, and the troops of Beejapoor. on 
the plan suited to the' emperor's system of: exhaust.. 
ing the Deccan states, Khan J ehan was recalled, 
and Dilere Khan ordered to carry his proposals into 
effect. 

The ~xcuse fo~ this combined attack on the part 
of Dilere KhaIL and Abdool Khureem, was the al
liance which Kootub Shah had entered intp with 
Sivajee.. But Mahdhuna Punt had foreseen the 
coming storm; the invaders I were met py an over
whelming force, and were soon compeUed .to re .. 
treat. The troops. of Beejapoor had suffered great 
privation; numbers deserted in conseqt,lence, and 
those that remained. were so disorderly _and clam .. 
orous for want-ofpay, that it was impossibletolead 
them against the enemy.· To add to the general 
distress, Abdool Khureem was taken ill. and his 
llfe being despaired o~ Dilere Khan attempted to 
re-concile the I factions, and it was agreed, that, 
Musaood Khan, an Abyssinian, son-in-law of Seedee 

,Johur, .and Jagheerdar of Adonee t, should even~ 
ually succeed to the regency. Abdool Khureem 

died in January 167-8, and Musaood Khan 
1~';:;. was appointed -his successor accordingly. 

His personal property, was the principal 
tnotive for choosing Musaood Khan, especially as 
he promised to pay the debts of Dilere Khan, as 
'well as the arrears due to the troops. I He also 

*' Scott's Deccan. 
t He obtained his wealth by the favol" sf Einayat 0011&, a 

rich man, and Jagheerdar of Adonee, who made him his heir. 
:t Beejapool" MS. 



llEEJA.POOR. 288 

bound himself to fulfil the r agreement made by 
Khowaus Khan, ·to preserve peace and order, to 
have no sort of communication with Sivajee, to 
abide by the advice of Dilere Khan on all occa
sions, and to send Padshah Beebee to the Moghul 
camp. Musaood Khan paid a part of the arrears 
due to the infantry; but after returning to Beej
apoor, he would neither pay DQr retain a great 
portion of the cavalry. Large bodies were let loose 
upon the country in consequence; some were en
tertained by Moro Punt in Sivajee's service, and 
others joined the Moghuls.· A gloomy discon ... 
tent prevailed at Beejapoor; but on the regent!s 
afterwards promising not to give the king's sister 
to the Moghuls, he acquired considerable popu~ 
lanty. 

Dilere Khan, after the agreement-with Musaood 
Khan was concluded, imJDediately marched 1;04 

wards Pairgaom; and Sivajee, on learning the state 
of affairs, began his march from the Carnatic .. ' He 
appointed his half-brother Suntajee to. the charge 
of Ginjee, and its dependancies,l and· associated 
him with Rugonath Narrain and Humbeet Rao 
Senaputtee, in the general management of his 
affairs in the Carnatic. 

As.Sivajee bad given up no part of his late a~ 
quisitions, the king of Gokondah probably by this 
time perceived that he had been duped by him t 
but a friendly intercourse existed after Sivajee's 
return to Raigurh. 

When 'Sivajee's troops arrived in the neighbour-

* Beejapoor MSS. 
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-bQQd of BeUary, a few othis .foragers were_killed 
,by.&.ome of the peop]e belonging to the. fort, which 
~a$ Jhen in possession of the wido~ ofb. Dessaye • 
.As J~atisfaction was- refused, the out.rag~ furnisheq 
;in excuse for attacking the place, which w~s in .. 
vested, and taken aft,er,a. si(!ge of twentyrseven. days. 
Sivajee next besieged and tOQk Kopaul. Buhadur 
BeI)da ,surrendered fifteen days afterwards, at}d the 
neighbouring country was im?lediateJy. taken pog... 
session ot. Jepardin Punt SQmunt, Qne of the 
P.urd.hans, was left. to settle. the new acquisition. 
Sivajee continued his. march, _ but on arrivi,pg at 
rToorgul, he halted;. accounts having reached him 
of an attack made upon his troops in the Carnatic,. 
by. h~s brother Venkajee, who h~d been repulsed 
with considerable Joss. Upon receipt of this intelli
gence,. Sivajee addressed, a: long Jetter'" to his 
brother, in which he recapitulated every thing that 
had occurred, repres~nted. the,extreme indiscretion
of a conduct, which had compelled him to take 
possession' of the districts; and DOW, had obliged 
bis officexs to- r,epel aggresdion by force' of arm$; 
that the .slaughter ,of the vile Mahomed,ans, who 
had joined in the attack, was not to be regretted; 
but he ought t6"refiect on the sacrifice of valuable 
lives which it had occasioned. Sivajee, in this letter, 

. * The original of tlllS and other three letters written by 
Siv,aJee to Venkajee, are in possession of the he~edltary ChItnees, 

• 00I" Secretary, of his. Hlghness the Raja of Satara. They were 
recovered by the grandfather of the present ChItnees,. from a 
descendant of Rugonath Narram Hunwuntay. 1 have had 
them exammed, apd r have compared them wIth the hand. 
writing 'Qf Ballajee" AUJee, Slvajee's Chltnees, and have every 
reason to belJe\c them ,authentIC:;. 
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dwells much on the necessity of union, and the 
propriety of' peace; which last he now proposes 
to grant, on receiving the whole of their father's 
territorial possessions in the Carnatic, for which he 
promises, either to allow his brother an equivalent 
in the Panalla districts, Ol" to obtain a grant of ter
ritory from his ally Kootub Shah in some other part 
of the country, equal to three lacks of pagodas 
annually. 

Venkajee, on receipt of this letter, requested an 
interview with Rugonath Narrain; but the latter 
replied that he was now in the service of his majesty 
Sivajee, but should be happy to attend, upon re
ceiving orders to that effect. This permisSIon 
having been obtained, Rugonath Narrain brought 
about an. accommodation. Venkajee agreed to pay 
down a considerable sum of money, to dIvide their 
father's jewels, and to share the revenue of the 
territory with his brother. On these condItions, 
Sivajee allowed him to retain T~njore, and restored 
the J agheer districts. 

Whust Sivajee remained near Toorgul, a body 
of horse, belonging to Ghatgay and Nimbalkur, 
appeared ,in tlie Panalla district,. laid waste the 
country, and retired plundering towards Kutar. 
A detachment from SlVajee's armY,llnderNeelajee 
Katkur overtook them. at Koorle€!, attacked and 
dispersed them; recovering much valuableprDperty, 
which, as it belonged to his own subjects, Sivajee 
scrupulously restored. 

Jenardin runt '!leing threatened by a body of 
horse belonging to Beejapoor, Sivajee sent back 
a pal t of his troops to reinforce' him, whilst he 
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himself, attended by a ,small escort, reached Rai~ 
gurh before the commencement-of the sOl;lth-west 
monsoon, after an absence.' of eighteen months. 

H umbeer Rao, 'on' tb~' conclusion of the agreeJ 
ment .with Venkajee, marched towards Mahal"ashtra 
with all :expedition, .and' J enardin Punt, apprized 
of his approach,. concerted a combined attack on 
the Beejapoor troops itt the Dooab .; which com .. 
pletely succeeded: :five hundred horses, five ele-. 
phahts, and the commander of the party were 
taken. The whole 'Of the tract between the Toong
buddra and the. Kistna' was overrun, and the fe .. 
fra.ctory Desbmookhs in the neighbourhood (of 
Kopaul an.d Bellary, who had for some time re.
fused all payments to the government ofBeejapoor, 
were compelled to. submit to the troops of Sivajee. t 
The reduced state 'Of Beejapoox;. its. want of cavalry, 
and the swelling 'Of the rivers from the rains, pre .. 
vented Musaood Khan from making all effort to 
recoVer these .valuaJ>le districts. 

During Sivajee's absence, Moro Trimmu)y the 
Peishwa, provided.for the security of the territory 
with his usual activity and ability. The war with 
the Seedees, who were reinforced every season 
by:the. Moghul fleet from Surat, continued to be 
wa~ed with 'rancorous enmity. Descents upon. the 
Mahratta coast, actions with vessels on both sides, 
'attempts to burn the Seedee's fleet, and a slow but 
las~ cannonade on Jinjeera, was the manner in 

• 1'hC! tract between the Kistna and the Toongbuddra is 
here meant. 

t Ori&inallettel' froll), Sivajee to Venkajee. 
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which tbe warfare wa~ maintained .. • The only 
~~nt which it s~ems requisite to particulariz~J' 'Vas 
the. $upercession of' Seedee. Sumbhole, by ,S~ed.e~ 
Kassim, in consequence of an order from the em
petor. The title conferred Oll the' new chief,. whQ 
is adJ;llitted by th~ l\iahrattas to haye be~n an e"." 
cellent officer, was Yakoot Khan, the same as that. 
Qfhis. predecessor. 

'"It w~~ prQbably jn consequence of the ,truce be=
tween the Moghuls and Beejapoor, that Moro Punt 
was induced to entertain nu~bers of the discharged 
cavalry of Beejapoor, being app:r;ehensive J;hat 
Dilel'e Khan mEilitated hO&tihtiefi on, his return,.to. 
PairgaoIll; but Aprungz,ebe waa displease.d with 
the adjustment whkh Dile:t:~ Khan.had ,made. .and 
informed him th;lt he o1,lght to hflve eff~cte.d. aJ m:OI;e 
complete arr~ngementby providing.f~Qr the,I}obility. 
paying the arrears of the troops, and. takipg the 
government JlIlqer the imperial protection;:- .he,' 
therefore" commanded hi~ to ep,deavopr t<1 aJll~nd 
his errol' whilst it )Vas. yet _r~par~ble" to pay. the 
arrears of the cavalry, and to' draw Qyer as many 
of the officer~ as he co.u)d. t &\lltaIl MaT,Iza.m was 
agaip appointed to the goverpment of the, Deccat;l ; 
but the command of the at:.my in the _field remained 
with Dilere .Khan. Tl).e Afghan party .in Bee.,. 
japoor were easilz detached; but many of those 

... All these affairs have been patiently and minutely detatlet\ 
by Mr. Orme, and are interesting, because connected with the ' 
early history of one of our Indian Presidencies. Bombay was 
fiequently involve«l in the- broils of Its neighbours, and some. 
times exposed to the insolence of both parties. 

t Beejapoor MSS. and Scott's. Deccan. 
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who were' violently factious, although averse to the 
existing authority, had still a greater dishke to the' 
Moghuls. The envoy formally demanded Padshah 
Beebee as the only meanS' of averting an immediate 
siege. MusaQo~ Khan refused compliance. One 
of the factions, headed by Syud Mukhtoom, and 
instigated by Mullik Berkhordar; .assembled in 
arms to enforce the request, at a time when the 
regent was JInprepared; but a. battIe in the midst 
of the city, was' prevented by the mng's sister, who 
herself repaired to the spot, and declared her in
tention of proceeding to the· Moghul camp; vainly 
but generously imagining that, by this sacrifice, her 
brother and his kingdom might be saved." The 
Mahomedan inhabitants of Beejapoor, who yet 
remain, revert with forid garrulity to tbis anecdote, 
and to many traditionary legepds of their last and 
favourite princess. 

Padshah Beel>ee reached Dilere Kban's camp 
when the Moghuls were advancing to invest the 
city; a fit'escort was furnished to conduct her to 
Aurungabad, but the Imperial army prosecuted 

its march. M usaood Khan, in this dilemma,· 
l~W. sought assistance from Sivajee, who agree~ 

to attack Dilere Khan, or effect a diversion 
in favour of the besiegea. For this purpose- Si
vajee assembled a large body of cavalry at Panal1a, 
and"Inarched towards Beejapoor; but finding the 
b~si.egers strong, and not choosing to encounter 
the Patans, of whom a large portion of Dilere 
Khan's army was composed, he only made a show 

'* Beejapoor- MSS. 
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of. atta(!king; advanced slowly until within twenty~ 
four miles of the camp, when he turned off to the 
northward, rapidly crossed the Beema, .and at· 
ta('ked the MoghuI possessions, .literally with. fire. 
and sword, leaving the inhabitants houseless, and 
the villages in ashes~ Dilere Khan did not relin
quish the siege, and Sivajee continued his depred
ations ,from the Beema to th~ Godavery. He 
crossed the latter river, attacked J aulna, and, . al ... 
though Sultan Mauzum was at Aurungab~d, plun..> 
dered the town leisurely for three. days, pointing 
out, as was his custom on su~h occasions, the par
ticular. houses .and spots where money and valuables 
were secreted. Nothing escaped him, and no place 
was a sanctuary; the residence of the peers, or 
Mahomedarr> saints, which' Sivajee had hitherto 
held sacred, were on this occasion pillaged.,· The 
laden booty was a certain signal that SlVajee would 
take some route towards Raigurh, -and, a. body of 
ten thousand horse having been collected,. by the 
prince's orders;_ from .various parts, under Run. 
must Khan, pursued, overtook, and attacked Si
vajee-.near Sungumnere;On his. route to· Putta. A 
part of his troops were thrown into confusion, 
owing principally to' the impetuosity of Suntajee 
Ghorepuray; Seedojee Nlmbalkur, an officer of 
dIstinction was killed t; but Sivajee led a desperate 
charge t an,d by great personal exertion retrieved 

• Sivajee's death IS said to have happened 10 consequence~ 
Khafee Khan, who has adopted the story, is seldom so injudicIQus. 

t Mahratta MSS. 
:t: This part of the account, IS confirmed by Sivajee's letters to 

his brother, where he says, . H It was a time proper to disregard 
bfe." 

VOT _ T. u 
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the day. The Moghul troops were broken, and be 
continue.d his route; but he had not proceeded far 
when we was again attacked by the Moghuls, who 
had been joined bya large reinforcement under Kis
hen Sing, one of the grandsons of Mirza RajaJey 
Sing. This division ~ut him off from the pass to 
which he was marching, and Sivajee's army was 
unable to contend with such an accumulated force. 
But the superior intelligence of one ofhis J asooses·, 
or guides; saved Sivajee in this emergency. He 
conducted him across the hms by a pass unknown 
to the Moghuls, by which he gained several hours' 
march in advance and safely reached Putta. t Th<! 
Moghul troops returned to Aurungabad, and Si. 
vajee judged the opportunity favourable for pos. 
sessing himself of the whole of the forts near 
Putta, twenty-seven in numb~r; for which pur
pose he ordered a body of infantry to join Moro 
Punt from the Concan, in order to reduce as many 
of them, as possible; and a large de~achment of 
cavalry was likewise placed at the Peishwa's dis. 
posal. 

Sivajee remained it Putta until he received an 
express from Musaood Khan, entreating him to 
return southward, and make an effort to relieve 
the city: "that Dilere Khan had run his approach es 

• Jasoos hterally means, and is, professionally, a spy, but 
they. ~re employed in all Deccan armies as gUides, messengers, 
and lette,r carriers. 

t Mahratta MSS. Sivajee himself takes no notice of this 
Bight, but, by the mere name of Wisramgurh, or the place of 
rest, which he then gave the fort, there IS circum.stantial evi
denQ~ of his having been hard pressed,. w~en rep~e was so ne
cessary. 
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close to the walls, and that nothing but prompt 
exertion could save them."· SivaJee again set oft' 
for Beejapoor, when news reached hi¢ that his 
son Sumbhajee had fled and joined Ddere Khan .. 
He directed his army to-pursue their route under 
Humbeer Rao, whilst he himself retired to Pa
nalla to deyi:;e means of bringing back Sumbhajee. 

The conduct of his eldest son had for some time 
been a source ~f grief and vexation' to Sivajee; 
and in consequence of Sumbhajee's attempting to 
yiolate the person of the wife of a Bramin, bIs, 
father, for a time, confined him in Panalla, and 
placed a strict watch over him after he was re.. 
leased. Sumbhajee, impatient under this control, 
took advantage of his father's absence" and. de
serted to Dilere Khant, by whom he was received 
with great distinction. f 

Dilere Khan sent accounts of this event to the 
emperor, and proposed, as the Mahrattas were 
becoming sb yery powerful, to .set up Sumbhajee 
at the head of a party, in o}>positlon to his father, 
in order to divide their interests, and facilitate the 
capture of the fort~. But this scheme, although 
it appeared to DIlere Khan similar to what was 
then carried on against Beej~poor and Golcondah, 
was disapproved by the emperor, as it would ul. 
timately conduce to strengthen predatory power; 
and it is remarkable that this reason, than which 
none could be more jus~ at that period; should be 

.. Original letter from SlvaJee, who quotes the- words of 
Musaood Khan. 

t Mahratta MSS. 
t Scott's Decc$ln. 

u2 
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recorded by a Mahratta biographer of Sivajee.· 
Although it rests on no other authority, we cannot 
but remark" that had such an opinion guided Au
rungzebe's measures at an earlier period, and the 
view been a little more extended, so as to have 
preserved the other Mahomedan states from be
coming first a prey, and then an accession of 
strength to the Mahrattas, the policy of this em
peror might have met its meed of praise, with far 
more justice than we can discover in those eulo
gies which have been frequently bestowed upon it. 

But before sufficient time had elapsed to obtain 
a reply from court, Dilere Khan, intent on his 
own scheme, took measures for carrying it into 
effect. He sent a detachment of his army from 
before Beejapoor, accompanied by Sumbhaje.e, as 
Raja of the Mahrattas, to lay siege to Bhopaul
gurh, the extreme ,outpost of ,Sivajee's possessions 
to the eastward, which was taken. 

Humbeer Rao, detached by Sivajee towards 
Beejapoor, fell in with eight or nine thousand ca
valry, under Runmust Khan, the same· officer 
lately sent by Sultan Mauzum against Sivajee; 
and he again sustained a severe defeat. 

Moro Punt took Ahoont and N ahawagurh, both 
forts of great strength, dispersed his army all over 
Candeish, which was plundered and laid waste. 
Humbeer Rao hovered about the camp of Dilere 
Kh'an ~ whilst the besieged, encouraged by Mu
saood: Khan, continued a most resolute defence. 
Dilere Khan pressed the siege, but personal ex-

.. ,Kistnajee Anund Subhasud. 
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ertion could not avail when all supplies were cut 
off. He, at last, was compelled to abandon all hope 
of reducing the place; and at the end of the rains 
attacked the open country, plundered Hutnee, 
crossed the Kistna as soon as fordable, divided the 
troops, and was laying waste the Carnatic, when 
J enardifi Punt, with six thousand horse attacked 
the party commanded by Dilere ·Khan in person, 
completely defeated him, intercepted his parties, 
cut several of them to pieces, and compelled him 
to retreat. 

By this time orders had arrived from the em· 
peror recalling Sultan Mauzum, disapproving of 
Dilere Khan's measures, and reinstating Khan 
J ehan in command of the army, and in the go
vernment of the Deccan. Sumbhajee was ordered 
to be sent prisoner to Delhi; but Dilere Khan, 
who had permitted Sivajee's emissaries to have 
access to him, now connived at his escape; and, 
.although Sivajee was reconciled to him, he confined 
him in the fort of Panalla until be should give 
proofs of amendment. 

Sivajee, as the price of his alliance with 
t6:0. Beejapoor, required the cession of' the tract 

around Kopaul and Bellary; also, the ces
sion of aU claims to sovereignty on the conquered 
territory in Drawed, the pnncipality of Tanjore~ 
and the Jagheer districts of Shahjee. These' con
ditions being complied with, Sivajee went to the 
neighbourhood of the city of Beejapoor, I where 
he had an interview and a secret consultation with 
Musaood Khan. 

The supremacy granted to Sivajee was considered 
uS 
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by Venkajee as a death-blow to ,his independence; 
he \\·as already not only subjected to the inter .. 
ference of Rugonath Punt, but Sivajee, on pre .. 
tence of assisting him with fit agents, took a large 
share of the mahag~ment into ,his own hands. Ven .. 
kajee, impatient of control, appears to have been 
so greatly mortified, that .he .resigned himself to 
melancholy, neglected his affairs, omitted even 
the usual care ,of his person, and the observances 
enjoined by his rehgi()n 1 he became careless and 
abstracted from all worldly affairs, and assumed 
the conduct rather of a devotee than of an active 
chief, such as' he had hitherto shown himsel£ On 
this occasion Sivajee addressed.a letter to him lull 
of energy and good sense. This letter was amongst 
the last" that &ivajee ever dictated; he was taken 

* As the letter alluded to, is neither very long nOF prolix, 
which precludes the insertion (If the otbers. a translation is sub
,joined as nearly lIteral as can be understood. 

cc Si!oa;ee to YenlcaJee:' 
After comphments. " Many day~ have elapsed without my 

'r~cejvjng any letter from you; and in consequence, I am not in 
comfort. Ragoo Punt has now written, that you, having p1l.lced 
melancboiy and gloom, before yourself; do not take care of 
your person, or in any way attend to your.s.elf Jl$ formerly; nor 
do you keep up any great days or religious fes,tivals, Your troops 
are inactive, and you \lave no mind to emplor yourself on state 
affairs. Y O~ have become a Byragee, and think of nothing but 
to l!~,in some place accounted holy, and let time wear away. 
In this manner, much has been written ~o me, jJ.nd such an ae
count of you bas given me great concern. 1 am surprized. 
when I reflect, that you have our father's enmple before you
how did he encounter and~ surmount all difficulties, perform 
grea.t.actions, escape all dapgers by his spirit" and resolution, 
and acquire a renown whichJle malDt~ine~ to tJ1e last ~-AI1 he 
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ill.at Raigurh, occasioned by painful swelling in his 
knee-joint, which became gradually worse, and 
at last threw him into a high fever, which; on the 
seventh day from its .commencement, terminated 
his existence, on the 5th day of April, 1680, in 
the 53d year of his age. 

Such was the end of Sivajee.. We have passed 
over some details in his warfare with the Seedees, 
which may 'require retrospective' notice, and have 

did, is well known to you. You enjoyed hlS society. you had 
every opportunity of profiting by his wisdom and ability. Even 
I myself, as circumstances enabled me, have protected myself; 
and you also know, and have seen, how I have established a 
kmgdom. Is It then for you, in the very mulst of opportunity, 
to renounce all worldly affairs, and turn Byragee-to give up 
your affairs to persons who WIll devour your estate--to ruin your 
property, and injure your bodily health? Whatkindofwisdom 
is tws, and what will it end in? I am to you as your head and 
protection; from me you have nothing to dread. Give up 
therefore all this, and do not become a Byragee. Throw oft' 
despondency, spend your days properly; attend to fa&ts~ feasts, 
and customary usages, and attend to your personal comforts. 
Look to the employment of your people, the discipline of your 
army, and turn your attention to afF81rs of moment. Make your 
men do their duty; apply their services properly in your quar
ter, and gain fame and renown. What a comfort and happiness 
it will be to me to hear the praise and fame of my younger 
brother. Rugonath Pundit is near you, he is no strangeF t() you, 
consult him on what is mOBt ad viseable to be done, and he wdl 
consider you in the same light as myself. I have placed every 
confidence in him-do 'You the same; hold together tor your 
mutual support. and you will acquire celebrity and fame. Above 
all things be not slothful; do not ~ow opportunity to' slip 
past WIthout receiving some retUJ1l$ from your anny. This is 
the time for performing great actIOns. ,Old age is the season 
for turning Byragee. Arou$e! bestir yourself. Let me see 
what you can do. Why should I write more, you are wise.'· 

V 4 
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. been drawn forward by a. chain of more important 
events, until ,we have reached that point where we 
.naturally pause, to look back on the life of any 
human being. who l;1as just ceased .to be. Sivajee 
Iwas, certainly, a mqst extraordinary person; and 
however justly many of his acts may be censured, 
.his c1,aim to high rank in the.page of history must 
be admitted. To form an estimate of' hi~ cha
racter, .let us consider him .assembling and con
ducting a band of half-naked Mawu1ees through 

'the wild tracts where he first established himself, 
unmindful of' obstruction from the elements, tU111-
ing the most incle~ent seasons to advantage, and 
inspiring the minds of such followers with un
daunted enthusiasm. Let us also observe, the sin
gular plans of policy he commenced, and which 
we must admit, to have been altogether t;lovel ami 
most fit for acquiring power at such a period. Let 
us examine his internal regulations, the great pro
gress he made in arranging every department i~ 
the midst of almost'perpetual warfare, and his suc
cessful stratagems for ~scaping or ext~cating him
self from difficulty; and whether planning the 
capture of a fort, or the conquest of a distant 
country; heading an attack or conducting a re-
reat ; regulating the discipline to be observed 

amongst a hundred horse, or laying down arrange
ments for governing a country; we view his talents 
with. admiration, and his genius with wonder. For 
a popular leader his fi'ugality was a remarkable 
feature in his character; ~ and die richest plunder 
never made him deviate from the niles he had laid 
down for its appropriation. 
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Sivajee was patient and deliberate in his "plans, 
ardent, resolute, and persevering in thefr exe
cution; but, even in viewing the favourable side, 
duplicity and meanness are so much intermixed, 
'with his schemes, and 50 conspicuous in his actions, 
'iliat the offensive parts of a worse character might 
be passed over with less disgust. Superstition, 
cruelty, and treachery are not oply justly alleged 
against him, but he always preferred deceit to open 
force when both were in his power.. But to sum 
up all, let us contrast 'his craft, pliancy, and hu
mility with his boldness, firmness, and ambition; 
his power of inspiring enthusiasm while he sh~wed 
the coolest attention to his own interests; the dash 
of a partizan adventurer, with the order and eco
nomy of a statesman; and, lastly, the wisdom of 
his plans which raised' the despised Hindoos t6 
sovereignty, and brought about their own accom
plishment, when the hand that had framed them 
was low in the dust. 

Sivajee's admirers among his own nation speak 
of him as an incarnation of the Deity, setting an 
example of' wisdom, fortitude, and piety. Mah
rattas, in general, consider that necessity autho
rises a murder, and that political assassination is 
often wise and prbper. They admit that Sivajee 
authorized the death of' Chunder Rao, the ~aja 

,of Jowlee; but few of them acknowledge that 
. Afzool Khan was murdered. The vulgar opimon 
is, that the Khan was the aggressor; and the event 
is spok~n of rather as a commendable exploit than 
a detestable and treacherous assassination. 

From what can be learned of Sivajee in domestic 
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life, his manners were remarkably pleasing, and 
-his address winning; he was apparently frank, but 
seldom familiar; passionate in his disposition, but 
.kind to his dependants and relations. He was a 
man of small stature, and of an active rather than 
strong make; his countenance was handsome and 
intellIgent; he had very long arms in proportion 
to ,his size, which is reckoned a beauty among Mah
Ia~tas. 41: The sword t which he constantly used, 
and which he named after the'goddess Bhowan~e, 
is still preserved by the Raja of Satara with the 
utmost veneration, apd has all the honours of an 
idol paid to it. 

'*' Mahratta MSS., and tradition among his descendants, and 
the descendants of his ministers and domestics. 

In the Ali Namu, Nusserut satirize~ the big feet and long 
arms of the Mahrattas. There is no lIkeness of Sivajee pre
served ether at Kolapoor or Satara; and Done of the Europeans 
who saw him, have recorded any descnption of his person. His 
body was burnt at Raigurh, where there was a tomb erected over 
the ,collected ashes. There is a building in the fort of Malwan, 
which is cOllsidered as his cenotaph. The origin of this buddlDg, 
however, is as old as the fort when first erected by Sivajee, who 
p1l\ced Poqjarees or persons to observe certain forms of wor
ship, during which, "the sea should not encroach on the walls, 
nor should an enemy prevail:' Sumbhajee made some addi
tion& to this establishment; and Raja Ram, after the fall 4)f 
Raigurh made it the cenotaph, or rather the place of comemmor
ation of Sivajee. The Bramins in charge, still enjoy the ad
vantages of the original endowment, and have made several ad
ditions, with a view of imposmg On' the credulIty of the .ulgat, 
wh·~' Tepair with offerings to the shrme. They have an effigy, 
ana' th~ real'sword of Sivajee, whose body, by their account, 
hes buried there. 

t Sivajee's sword is an excen~nt Genoa blade of'.the first 
water. Its whole history is recorded by the hereditary histo
rian of the famdy. 
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Sivajee, at the time of his death, was in pos
ses~ion of the whole of that part of the Concan 
extending from Gundavee to Ponda; with the ex· 
ceptions of Goa~ lower Choule, Salsette, and BaS. 
sein, belonging to the Portuguese;. Jinjeera in 
possession of the Abyssinians; and the English 
settlement on the island of .Bombay. He had 
Thannas in Carwar1 Ankola, and several places 
on the coast, where he shared the districts with 
the Deshmookhs. The chief' of Soonda acknow. 
ledged his authority; and the Rana. of' Bednore 
paid him. an annual tnbute.~ Exclusive of his pos~ 
sessions around Bellary and Kopaul, his conquests 
in Drawed, his suptemacy as well as share in l'an. 
jore, and the Jagheer 4iistricts of his father in the 
Carnatic, Sivajee occupied that tract of Maha
rashtra from the Hurnkassee river on the south, 
to the Indooranee river on the north, between 
Poona and J oonere. The districts of Sopa, Ba. 
ramuttee, 'and Indapoor, were occasionally held. 
and always claimed by him as his paternaIJ.agheer; 
and the line of forts, built from Tattora to Panalla, 
distinctly mark the boundary of his consolidated 
territory to the eastward. He, however, had a 
number of detached places. Smgnapoor, at the 
temple of' Mahdeo; was his heredItary Enam vil
lage", the fort of Parneira, near Damaun, was 
rebuilt by Moro Trimmul ~ and his garrisons and 
thannas occupied a great part of Buglana, and 
several strong places in Candeish and Sungumnere. 
His perso,nal wealth was immense; and making 

• GIven by one of the Ghatgays, to his tdther ShahJee. 
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large allowance for exaggeration in the Mahratta. 
manuscripts, he had, without doubt, several mil
lions in specie· at Raigurh. 

The territory and treasures, however, which Si
vajee acquired, were not so formidable to the Ma
homedans as the example he had set, the system 
and habits he introduced, and the spirit he had 
infused into a large proportion of the Mahratta 
people. 

None of' his successors inherited his genius, but 
the rise and fall of empires depend on such an in
finite variety of circumstances, that those instru. 
ments which often appear to human foresight the 
least likely to produce a particular end, are the 
very means by w hicb it is accomplished. 

Sivajee had four wives, Suhyee Bye, of the .fa. 
mily of Nimbalkur'; Soyera Bye, of the Sirkay 
family; PootIa Bye, of the family of Mohitey; 
a~d a fourth wife, whose name and family are un· 
known. Of these, two survived bim, Soyerl;t Bye, 
and PootI~ Bye; the latter immolated herself, but 
was burnt, some weeks after her husband's corpse, 
owing to the secrecy which was observed respecting 
his death. 

Suhyee Bye, the mother of Sumbhajee, died in 
1659, two years after his birth; Soyera Bye was 
the mother of Raja Ram, and being an artful 
woman, not only had great influence with her hus-

.. SJv'ajee's treasury, besides rupees, contained as might have 
been elCpected,coins of all descriptIOns; Spanish dollars, VenetIan 
sequins, gold mohurs of Hmdoostan and Surat, -and pagodas of 
the Carnatic, are all enumerated in the lists, with many others. 
Ingots of gold and silver, cloth of gold, &c. Sec. Sec. 
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band, but a considerable ascendancy over several 
of the principal ministers, especially Annajee 
Dutto, the Punt Suchew. Sivajee, lduring the 
last days of his life, had expressed to Moro Punt, 
Annajee Dutto, and others, that in the event of 
his death, much evil was to- be apprehended from 
the misconduct of Sumbhajee; and thes~ words 
were interpreted by Soyera Bye ~and her faction, 
as a will in favour of Raja Ram, then a boy of ten 
years old. Moro Trimmul Peishwa, although 
Annajee Dutto had always been his rival, was at 
first drawn into a plan of administering the govern-' 
ment under a regency in the name of Raja Ram.
The other Purdhans likewise acquiesced in the ar .. 
rangement, and measures were immediately taken 
to carry it into effect. 

Sivajee's death was to be kept a profound'secret 
until Sumbhajee's confinement should be rendered 
perfectly secure. The funeral obsequies were per::, 
formed privately by Shahjee Bhonslay, ~ relation 
of the family. A force under Jenardin Punt So
munt, whom we have seen so active in the Car
natic, was directed to march to Panalla; the gar-' 
rison of Raigurh was strengthened; ten thousand 
horse were stationed at the neighbouring village of 
Panchwur ; and Humbeer Rao, the Senaputtee, 
was ordered with a large army to take up a position 
at Kurar. As some time was necessary for any of 
these movements, letters were dispatched to Heer
ajee Furzund, in charge of Sumbhajee at Panalla, 
to apprise him of what was going forward. BtU; 
Sumbhajee had either been informed of the event, 
or suspected his father's death, for on the appear .. 
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anc~ of' ,the messenger with the letters, he seized 
and threatened him with instant death if he did 
not give up the pa(!ket. Its delivery discovered 
the whole. Heeraj~e Furzund fled into the Con
can; Sumbhajee took command of the fort, and 
was obeyed by the garrison; but he immediately 
put two of the principal officers to death. Not 
knowing whom to' trust beyond the walls of the 
fort, he made prepar~tions for defending it, and 
resolved to await events. J enardin Punt, finding 
the place in Sumbhajee's possession; sat down to 
blockade it, and after some weeks was content to 
leave his guards' at their posts, whilst he took up 
his abode in the town of Kolapoor. 

Raja Ram was placed on the throne in May, 
and the ministers began the conduct of affairs in 
his name; but as latent riv~lry is -eAsily excited, 
the Peishwa and the Suchew sqon became jealous 
of each ather. 

Sumbhajee, in the mean time, having gained 
over a. part of Jenardin Punt's troops, took a chosen 
band of his Mawulee garrison, proceeded through 
the Punt's lines in the night~ seized him in the 
town of Kolapoor, and carried him back to Pa. 
nalla a prisoner. Humbeer Rao Mohitey, de
lighted by this exploit, so worthy of the son· of 
Sivajee, became immediately inclined to Sumbha
jee's cause; and Mora Punt, who had set out from 
Raigurh on the news of Jenardin Punt's disaster, 
instea~ 'of' exerting himself for the cabal, offered 
his services to Sumbhajee, by whom he was con .. 
fumed as Peishwa, but never succeeded in gaining, 
his confidence. Humbeer Rao advanced and paid 
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his respects, when Sumbbajee immediately quitted 
Panalla, and proceeded towards Raigurb. Before 
his ar:rival the garrison had risen in his favour, and 
confined such as would have opposed his authority. 
The arqly at Panchwur came over to him in a 
body, and Sumbhajee entered Raigurh in the end 
of June, 1680. 
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CHAP. X. 

FROM A. D. 1680, TO A. D. 1689. 

Cruelties exercIsed hy SumhkaJee on assuming pO'Wer - execu· 
tJOn 9f Soyera Bye. - InauspiCIOUS commencement 9f Ius 
rezgn - Unavailing attempts to drive tke Seedee from tke 
island W Kenery. - .Stlltan Mokummud Akher seeks an asy
lum tn SumhkaJee's terntory. - Plot an favour W Raja Ram 
- ExecutIons. - ExecutIon W AnnaJee Dutto. - Moro Punt 
imprzsoned. - Rugonath Narra~n Hunwuntay -Ius spIrited 
remonstrances, and their consequences_SumMajee attacle, Jan
Jeera. - Mogkuls malee an incursion into tke Concan, and 
are compelled to retreat. - Assault on JZTlJeera repulsed
sezge raIsed. - SumhkaJee attacks tke Portuguese - endeavour,. 
to conczl,ate tke Englzsh. - Portuguese heszege Ponda, and 
are compelled to retreat WIth keavy loss. - Kuloosha the prime 
mInister rif SumhkaJee. - Decay in tke institutIons rif Szvqjee. 
- State W tke arm!l-lanris over assessed. - Approach W 
Aurungzehe. - Survey rif tke state rif tke Deccan, from the 

first year after SumhkaJee's acceSSIon, up to tke fall rif Beeja
poor and Golcondak. - Extraordinary revolutzon amongst the 
EnglIsh at Bomhay. - Aurungzehe's operations. - Salheir is 
surrendered. - Sultan Mauzum IS sent to attack SumMaJee in 
the Concan. - Imposztzon rif the J,zeea - rif/,ectzons.- Death 
rif Dilere Khan.':'" Az,rungzehe arrives at Ahmednugur- de
scrtption rif kis camp. - Operations qf Sultan Mauzum, Hum
heer Rao, and Khan Jekan. -- Dutress tif Sultan Mauzum', 
army - returns extremely reduced - operations. - MakralttU 
plunder Baroack, and proclazm Mohummud Ak6er emperor. -
Operatzons against Bee.Japoor and Golcondah. - Murder rif 
Mahdkuna Punt. - Truce 'WIt" Golcondak. - Stege and cap· 
tu~t if Bee.Japoor - description of tke present state rif its ruins. 
- Fall rif Golconda/i. - Arrangements in tke conquered dzs
trzcts. - Mode ". wkzck tke Mogkuls took possession rif, and 
regulated a dutnd. - OperatIons rif tke Makrattas. - Hum.. 
heer Rao difeata Slurzee Kkan, jut falls in tke hattle. - Oper-

14 



SUl\lBHAJEE. 305 

fltions in the Carnatic. - Projhgac!! and .m'6eClluy '!f SumMa_ 
Jee. - Sultan ltlohummud AIc'6er qUits kim in dugust. - Re_ 
markalJle consequences W tke lanty f!f duc.pline in Sz,mMa-

Jee's arm!!. - State l!f the HIndoo populahon .11. Mahrasktra 
- Impolzey '!f Aurungze'6e. - Remarks on ti,e state l!f tlu: 
counlr!!. eztendzng, h!!'anllczpatzon, to a penod wtwe1'IJe !lears 
tifter the su'6version W tke Deccan hngdoms.- Operations W 
tke Emperor. - P,raCles if the Engluk. - SumMaJee sur
pnsed and made pnspner, together with 1m minister - '6eha
"',our - execution. - Summary l!f his character. 

SUMBHAJEE'S conduct from the time of his 
:6:0. father's death until he entered his capital, dis-

covered a vigour and method the more satis
factory ii-om being ~expected; and had he~taken 
advantage of the general submission, and pubhshed 
a declaration of amnesty, the address and energy 
be bad shown would have suppressed all recollec
tion of his early faults; but the barbanty of his 
disposition was displayed from the moment he pass
ed the gate of Raigurh. Annajee Dutto was put 
in irons, thrown into prison, and his property con
fiscated. Raja Ram was also confined; Soyera 
Bye was seized, and when brought before Sumbha
jee, he insulted her in the 'grossest manner, accused 
ber of having poisoned Sivajee, loaded her with 
every epithet of abuse, and ordered her to be put 
to a cruel and lingering death. The Mahratta of
ficers attached to her cause were beheaded; and one, 
particularly obnoxious, was precipitated from the 
top of the rock of Raigurh, This severity, justly 
deemed unnecessary and cruel, besides causing an 
inveterate enmity in the minds of Soyera Bye's re
lations, was considered a most inauspiCIOUS com
mencement, and on the occasion o~hi!i being seated 

VOL. I. x. 
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on the throne, in the early part of August, many un
favourable auguries were reported in the cQUntry. • 
-~ The ~rll\istice which S~V'aje~ e.ff,ec~,ed .with the 
l\:{oghul vi~~rqy, K~an Jeh~n Buhadur, when quitt-
ing his own territory on the C~natic expedition, 
produced no' compro!llise with the Abyssinians of' 
.Tinjeerai a petty warfare wa~ cQnstaIltly maintain
ed in the C~ncan between the Seed~e and the 
Mahrattas; but hostiIites became more rancorous 
after the accession of Sumbhajee. 

The isJ.and Dr rock of Henery, near the entrance 
of the harbour ,of Bombay, was fortified by Sivajee, 
in1679, which beiQg ri!se~ted.by the English, an 
attempt by tliem" in conjunction with the Seedee, 
was- unsdccessfull~ made to> dispossess him of it; 
b.ut Kenery, another island of the same deScriptio~ 
which stands by: the side of Hene:ry, having heen 
in the same surreptitious manner occupied by the 
Seedee during th~ ensuing seaSOD, Sumbhajee's 
first efforts were spent i.n endeavouring to drive out 
the Seedee,.and with no better Sijccess than had 
attended the attempt on Kenery.. The English as 
little reli~hed the occupation by the one party as 
by the other. t. 

Sumbhajee, whilst his Heet andtroops were 
~tt·: thWi employed, proc,eeded to Panalla, fot 

w\tat purpos.e. is not dead,}! as.certained, 
though, pe{haps, it may hav~ been to. conduct some 
negQtiati.on& with the Beejapoor government. He 
J."eniained there until recalled ~o. Raigurh by the 
appearance of an illustrious fugitive who soug~t an 

* Mahratta MSS. 
t Orme. ~ahratta MSS. English Records. 
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asylum in his territory. This personage was Sul
tan Mohummud Akber, the fourth son of the Em
peror Aurungzebe, who, having been won over by 
the Rajpoots, consented to head a rebellion against 
his father, but the scheme was frustrated by the 
emperor's address, and the prince fled towards Sum
bhajee's country, which he was fortunate enough to 
reach, though he was hotly pursued, and the 
strictest orders issued, to all the imperial officers 
of the districts in his route, to intercept him. '" 

Sumbhajee sent an officer to welcome his arrival, 
appointed the village of Dodsay for his residenc~ 
the name of which, in compliment to his guest, :was 
changed to Padshapoor; but some affair, of which 
Mahratta manuscripts take no notice, detained him 
at Panalla, and prevented his viSIting the prince on 
his first arrival. In the meantime the restless fac
tion of Annajee Dutto, in order to forward their 
own views, and procure his enlargement, took ad
vantage of Suuibhajee's absence to propose some 
overtures to sultan Mohummud Akber, in favour 
of Raja Ram. The news of this fresh ~onspiracy 
was first communicated to Sumbhajee by ,Dadajee 
Rugonath Deshpandya of Mhar, and excited sus
picions towards his guest, until the prince himself 
-communicated the circumstances, which entirely 
dispelled his doubts; and Sumbhajee 'visited and 
welcomed him with much cordialIty. 

The intrigue on the part of the fiiends of An
ajee Dutto, was said to have been supported by 

* Orme. Scott's Deccan. Khafee Khan. Mahratta MSS., 
and copy of an original Jetter from MQhurnmud Akber, to 
SumbhaJee. 

x 2 
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the whole of the Sirkay family in the Concan. 
whose motive was revenge for the death of Soyera 
Bye. Ballajee AUJee Chitnees, a man of the Purb· 
hoo cast who had stood high in Siv3jee's favour·, 
and had been employed by Sumbhajee himself, on 
a confidential mission to .Bombay, was accused of 
being a principal instigator in the meditated treach
ery. This person,-together with his eldest son, one 
of his relations named Samjee Aujee, Heerajee Fur .. 
zund; such of the Sirkays as could be apprehended, 
and lastly Annajee Dutto himself, were at once led 
out to executldn, tied to the feet of elephants, and 
trampled to death. The principal members of the 
Sirkay family fled in consternation, and several of 
them entered the Moghul service. Sumbhajee's 
severity, even if ju~t towards Ballajee Auje~, which 
is doubtful, was extremely impolitic in regard to 
Annajee Dutto. To put a Bramin to death is al .. 
ways looked upon with horror, and the fate of the 
gallant Punt Suchew, who had performed such im
portapt services during the rise of Sivajee, was 
viewed, by everyone capable of appreciating his 
worth, as a violent and harsh measw'e, calculated 
rather to create fear and dissension, than to insure 
obedlence and unanimity. 

Of this number was Moro Punt Pingley, Pei
shwa, .who; as his jealousy was extinct in his rival's 
death, did not fail toinveigh with honest boldness, 

.,. By an original Sunnud, It appears that SlvaJee had offered 
to make him one of the Purdhanst which he declined acceptlDg. 
The reader Will recognise, In Ballajee Aujee, the person In 

whose hand. writing many of those papers are prese"ed, to 
wInch thiS history IS much indebted. 
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against the impIety and Impohcy of hIS exec:utlOn. 
A Kanoja B..:amin fram Hindostan, named Kuloo
sha, who had by some means insinuated himself into 
Stlmhhajee's favour, and who was the secret adviser 
of his actions, recommended the llnpnsonment of 
Mora Punt. The Pelshwa was accordmgly thrown 
mto confinement, and Sumbhaje~ with the aid of 
this inexperienced man, equally presumptuous with 
hImself, undertook the conduct of all state affaIrs.' 

Ramdass Swaml'" the fnend and splritual direct..or 
of Sivajee, whose hfe and conduct seE;lm to have 
mented the universal encomims of hIS countlymen, 
a few days previous to his 'death, wrote Sumbhajee 
an excellent and jUdICIOUS letter, advismg him for 
the future rather than upbraIdmg him for the 
past, and pomting ont the example of hlS father, 
yet carefulIy abstaIQing from personal comparison. 
Abou~ the same bme Rugonath Nan"am Hun

wuntay undertook a journey Ii'om the Carnatic, 
havmg left HUljee Raja Mahareek in charge ~fthe 
government durmg illS absen5!e. 0.0 hIS ariival at 
Raigurh, as he brought wIth him a considerable 
treasure, the balance saved from the revenue of the 
dIstricts, he was well receIVed, and as was due to 
one of the Purdhans, and so distinguished an offi. 
cer, a full durbar was assembled on the occasion. 
Rugonath Narrain took thIS ,unusual opportuni
ty· of entermg on publIc atrau.s, and represented 
~ll the evIls lIke] y 'to result fl om the dIsregard 
shown to experienced servants, and to the fonDS of 
government instituted by SIvajee; he pointed out 

'" State affaIrs are seldom discussed 1ll full durbar, and Da. 

busmess I~ entered upon at a first Visit. 

X S 



810 HI,STORt' OF Tn~ MAHRATTAS. 

,what ought to be done, and whilst maintaining his 
-arguments, 'boldly censured Sumbhajee's proceed
'ings, and predicted his fall. 

It would seem difficult to account for the teme
rity of'Rugonath Narrain, especially as his brother 
Jenardin Punt was still in confinement; but Sum
bhajee was probably sensi1?le that any violence to
,wards Rugonath N arrain, might at once place the 
Carnatic at his uncle's disposal; and itis remarkable, 
t4at decided language from a man whom he re
spects, generally overawes the most ungovernable 
Mahratta. Sumbhajee promised to release Moro 
Punt and Jenardin,Punt, and Rugonath Punt him
self was civIlly dismissed to.his government. He 
died, ho'!ever, before he reached Ginjee, and Sumb
hajee not only fulfilled his promise of real easing 
Moro Punt and Jenardin Purit, but advanced the 
latter to·the rank of Amat, vacant by his brother's 
death, confirmed Hurjee Raja in the government of 
the Carnatic, and Neeloo Punt Moreishwur the son 
of Moro Punt, Peishwa, was appointed under him 
'as Mootaliq or chief' agent of' affairs. But this 
ainendment was but temporary, and the favourite 
Kuloosha obtained a complete ascendancy over his 
mind."" 

On the occasion of Sumbhajee's meeting with 
Prince Akber, it was rumoured abroad that the 
Ma~rattas and ll-ajpoots were about to unite for t4e 
purpose of" dethroning Aurungzebe, and placing 
Sultan Akber on the throne. t . But vanity and 
anger are more active .stimulants to common minds 

'* Mahrntta M$S. t Orme. 
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than ambition or glory; no speculation of that 
~ind diverteq Sumbhajee from the more humble 
design of reducing Jinjeera; to possess himself of 
a place which his father had fiuled in taking, to 
avenge the pillage of sev~ral of' his vdlagesf an<l, the 
daily insults experienced from the Seedee, were 
the causes whic~ combined to make this an objec.t 
of paramount interest. . 

He in the firsj place directed ~hundoojee F~r
zund, one of his c]:eatutes, to desert 'to Jinjeera, anq 
endeavour, by corrupting some of the Seedee's ped
pie, to blow up the magazine when the attack was 
about to commence. Alarge body ,of troops were as. 
sembled, and the command of the expedition given 
to Dadajee Rugonath Desbpandya, with the pro
mise, in case of success, of being made one of the 
eight Purdhans. • 

The plot of Khundoojee Furzund wa~ discovered 
by means of ~ female slave, before the ~ttack co~
menced, and he, with many of his accomplices, \Vere 
put death. t ' 

.A D' Sumbhajee, accompained by $ul4J,n A~-
1682. ber, proceeded to Dhunda RajeP.OGr for the 

. . I.>urpO!~e of stimu.lating the exerti.ops of his 
troops. He propos~d ~lling up the c~al?-nel by an 
~mmense mo~nd of ea~th and stones, and thu~ ad
vancing to the ~~sault. The 'rork was actually in 
progress, when ,he ~as sudderly called upon to op
pose a body of Moghul h?!~e up.def the comma~'" of 
Hoossein Ali K~an, ;Which advanced from Ahmed. 
Dugur, by the rou.te of J oonere, descended the 

• Mahratta MSS. t ~ahratta MS. 
x 4 
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Ghauts, and ravaged,the Kallian ,district north of 
Panwell. Sumbhajee attacked them in front, pre
vented their penetrating to the southward, and 
having stopped their supplies on aU sides, the Mo
ghul general retired before the rains. 

The siege of Jinjeera was continued by Dadajee 
Rugonath, and in the month of August" the de
fences having been battered down, an assault was 
attempted by means of boats, but the-'slippery rock 
and beating of the surf, prevented the assailants 
from keeping their footing. They -were repulsed 
with the loss of two hundred men, and the attempt 
on the island was abandoned .... 

After the siege was raised, and the besteging 
army withdra1Vn, theSeedees made cpnstantinroads, 
destroymg cows, carrying off the women, and burn. 
ing the villages. They even, penetrated to Mhar, 
and ~eized the WIfe of Dadajee Rugonath, the offi. 
cer: so lately employed agamst them. t 

These insults greatly. enraged Sumbhajee; he 
threatened to punish the English and Portuguese 
for niaintaining a neutrality towards Jinjeera, and 
during the remainder of tbe monsoon he made pre
parations for an attack on the Seedee's fleet. In 
the month of October, the principal commanders 
'Of his armed vessels, sailed out of the N agotna 
fiver in -quest 'of the Seedee, whose fleet was at 
flnchor off Mazagon, in Bombay harbour. On per. 
ceiVlug the approach of the Mahrattas, the Seedee 
immediately got under weigh, and stood up to. 
wards the Tannah river:. when having chosen his 

41" Mahratta MSS. Orme. t Mahratta MSS. 
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position he lay to and waited for the Mahrattas. 
Seedee !Iissree, the relation of Seedee Sumbhole, 
who had deserted to Sumbhajee, led the attack, 
and was well supported by the other officers. But 
Yakoot Khan in person commanded the Jinjeera 
fleet; and although he had only fifteen vessels to 
twice that number of...sumbhajee's whIch attacked 
him, he gained ~ complete victory. Seedee Mlssree 
was mortally wounded, and taken prisoner in his 
own vessel, which, with three others, was captured 
by the Seedee. • Some of the Mahratta fleet were 
sunk, defending themselves to the last. t 

Sumbhajee, exasperated by this defeat, began to 
carry his threats against the Europeans into e./fect ; 
he commenceg with the Portuguese,. by plundering 
some of their villages, and was preparing to fortify 
the island of Elephanta ill Bombay harbour, for 
the purpose of annoying the English, and pre
venting the Seedee's vessels from anchoring at 
Mazagon during the monsoon; but he was dI
verted from -this latter scheme, and suddenly re
bolved on endeavouring t9 form an alliance with 
the English against the Moghuls and the Seedee. 
His inducement to this plan, was intelligence of 
great preparations on the part ofAurungzebe,-and 
the arrIval at Aurun~bad ofSultanMauzum; whom 
the emperor had sent forward, appointed for the 
fourth time, to the government of the four SoobeQs 
of the Deccan. 

According to his, projected change of politics; 
Sumbhajee sent an ~mbassador to Bombay, who 

.. Orme and Mahratta MSS. t Mahratta MS. 
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pretendec;l to inform the council of' a scheme which 
the Moghuls liad laid for reducing the island, and 
proposed an alliance against them and the Se~dees. 
The council hstened to these overtures, ~ith a view 
of procuring an exemption from certain duties 
which were :levied by Sumbhajee's officers, on the 
trade of the factories on 'the Coromandel coast; 
but although the negotiation 'Yas protracted to some 
length, .neither party at this time obtained theiL· 
desire.· 

Sumbhajee was again called to repel an 
t68~: inroad into the Concan, by a detachment 

under Runmust Khan, supported by another 
Moghul officer, named Roh Oolah Khan, whom 
the prince had detached against him. These troops 
advanced to KallianBheemree, ravaged the country. 
as had been done the precedil1g season, but re .. 
turned to Ahmednugur !>efore the rains, without 
11av,ing effected any thing worthy of notice. t 

In prosecution of the war against the Portuguese, 
Sumbhajee attacked Choule in the month of June; 
but he .could make no impression on a regular Eu .. 
ropean fortification. Tlie viceroy of Goa did no~ 
confine hH operations to defensive warfare. lIe 
Wok t.htj field in the month of October, and tn. 
vaded Sumbhajee's territory with a. considerable 
attily, twelve' ht;mdred of whom were~Eu!opeans. 
The I)orttlguese'in their .warfa~ exbibited greater 
barbatjty than Mahratta free-booters. They pot 
only carrled fire ,and sW,or4 into the defenceless 

«= Orme. 
t Mahrcltta MSS. Orme. Scott's Deccan. 
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villages, but destroyed the temples, and attempted 
to convert their prisoners by force.. • 

The viceroy neglected no means of hostility, he 
had anticipated Sumbhajee's intention of fortifying 
the island of Aujee Dew~ and now gave orders to 
some armed vessels stationed there, to cruize 
against Sumbhajee's fleet, and distress the trade of 
Carwar. The viceroy advanced in person with the 
army, and laid siege to Ponda. Sumbbajee, who 
possessed all the ardent bravery of his father, 
though without his prudence or his talents, imme .. 
diately marched at the head of an inconsiderable 
[(trce to ralse the siege, and on coming in sight of 
Ponda, although his numbers were inferior to the 
Portuguese, he commenced an attack on their 
rear. 

The fort was at this time breached, and might 
have been ~tormed, but the viceroy with the ideas 
of a European, unused to' Indian warfare, alarmed 
lest his retreat should be cut off; and Goa exposed 
to danger, immediately resolved on retiring. He 
effected his retreat; but at the expense of' the 
whole of his camp equipage, s~ores, guns,. and 
equipments : twelve hundred of his men were slain, 
of whom two hundred were Europeans. 

On arriving at the back water which separates 
the island of' Goa or P~gin from the main land, 
Sumbhajee, who had headed repeated eharges, 
again led on the horse, intending .to have dashed -
.across with the fugitives, but the Portuguese, from 

,. Orme says, they were ,burnt by the InquISItion; but al. 
though mclny barbarities are alleged against the Portuguese, 
by the Mahrattas, they no where aSbert thIS. 



816 HISTOR;Y OF -THE MAHRATTAS. 

a better .knowledge of the ford, and from. having 
stationed boats, and lmed the opposite banks with 
troops, repulsed the attempt. Sumbhajee rallied 
his men, and again tried-to ford, but although he 
headed the troops himself, and persevered until his 
'horse was swiniI?ing, he was at last obliged to 
deslst, owing to the flood-tide .... 

Sumbhajee on this occasion particularly signal
ized, himself, and Bhowanee, the sword of his father, 
which he used, could not have been better wield
ed; but with his usual obstinacy, he persisted in his 
rash design of crossing over into the island, and 
ordered boats to be brought for the purpose. 'Two 
hundred ofhls men were embarked and transported, 
when the Portuguese boats coming round, inter
cepted the return of the Mahrattas, and the en
raged and defeated troops of th.e viceroy fell upon 
the two ,hundred men thus exposed to their fury, 
and destroyed most of them. t 

The siege of Choule was continued without 
'success; but Caranja was taken possession of, and re
tained, for nearly a year. Several places belonging 
.to the Portuguese, between Bassein and Damaun, 
were attacked and destroyed, and the viceroy made 
overtures fQr peace, but as Sumbhajee demanded 
five crores of pagodas as a prelimmary, they were 
at once broken off. 

The Mahratta horse, a part only of which were 
requi~~~ on these services in the Concan, were as 
usual let loose to plunder, and subsist in the upper 
country during the fair season, and this year they 

.. Mahratta MSS. t Orme • 
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were fruitlessly pursued by a force from Aurunga~ 
bad.· 

To follow them in all cases, or to trace their in
cursions with precision from about the period at 
which we have arrived,. is scarcely possible. Nor 
is it necessary. If we can account for the growth 
of'their predatory power amidst the general·war
fare and confusion throughout.. the Deccan, and 
connect the principal incidents by which their em· 
pire was extended, it is all that can prove interest
ing or instructive in their history. 

From the tIme of Moro Punt's confinement, 
Kuloosha was entrusted with the entire manage
ment of public affairs; nor did the partIal enlarge
ment oftbePeishwa,for the short time he aftetw,ards 
live'd, produce in this respect any change. Sumb
hajee, when not actually employed in the field, 
gave himself up to idleness Ot to vice; none could 
have access but Kuloosha, and if anyone ventured 
to approach without the favourIte's permission, 
Sumbhajee flew into a passion, and punished the 
intruder. Kuloosha, as possessing a religIOUS- cha
racter, could not consistently be admitted to any 
other rank among the Purdhaus, than that of Puorut 
Rao-; in addItion to that honor, he was dlgmfied 
with the title of Chundagau-Matya Kuvee-Kulus. t 
Although in .the Mahratta, manuscripts, Kuloosha 

• Mahratta MSS. Scott's Deccan. 
t Which may be rendered into English, ,t Expounder of the 

Vedas, and dlustnous poet." It is from the second tItle Klivee. 
Kulus, that he derived hiS name Kub Kulus, or occasionally 
Kabhs Kawft, amongst Mahomedans and ,Europeans, and hiS 
DIck-name of KubJee amongst the Mahratta soldiery. 
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is loaded with many epithets of abuse, he is seldom 
accused of having been the pander of Sumbhajee's 
vices; it is even admitted that he was a learned 
and cou~tly man, and that he excelled in poetry, 
but his. total incapacity for his high station, and 
the ruinous consequences, both of his neglect and 
his measur~s, may be very clearly gleaned from the 
Mahratta writings: in these, the ascendancy gain
ed over the mind 'of Sllmbhajee, is ascribed to 
magic, in which Kuloosba is beheved to have been 
a perfect adept . 

. The system,. which Sivajee introduced, soon fell 
into decay, wherever the efficiency of the 'establish.. 
m~nts depend~d upon the vigilance or care of the 
executive authority. This, was first perceivable in 
the army where the discipline and strict orders of' 
Sivajee, were neglec,ted. Whell the horse took the 
field, stragglers were allowed to. join, plunder was 
secreted, women followers who had been prohibited 
on pain of death, were not only permitted, but 
women were brought off from 'the enemy's country 
as an established article of plunder, and either re
tained as concubines, or sold as slaves. 

The small returns brought back by the com· 
manders of the horse, were insufficient for the pay 
of the troops; they took the field in arrears, and 
permission to keep a portion of their plunder was 
an ample and desirable compensation for the regu
lar pa:y allowed ~y Sivajee. 

Sumbhajee was prodigal in his expenses, and as 
he considered his father's treasure inexhaustible, 
even the favourite minister was unwilling to rouse 
his dangerous temper by touching on that theme. 

18 
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No revenue was received from the Carnatic after 
the death of Rugonath Punt; the districts in that 
quarter maintained themselves, but as ,loss rather 
than advantage was now the result of most of the 
expeditions, by which, in the time of Sivajee, so 
much was amassed, Kuloosha conceived he had 
discovere~ an easy mode of replenishing the trea
sury, by raising the land-rent, thr~ugh the addition 
of various assessments; but when he came to col
lect the revenue, he found that the recE:'ipts were 
as much diminished from what they had been in 
the time of Sivajee, as the assessments were nomi
nallyencreased; 

The ma:nagers of districts were in consequence 
r~moved, for what appeared to him, evident pecu
lation.. The reven,ue was farmed, many of the 
ryots fled from their villages, and speedy ruin 
threatened the territory of Sumbhajee, without 
the approach of Aurungzebe, who this year ~d
vanced to Burhanpoor with a vast army, for the 
purpo~ of carrying his designs on the Deccan 
into execution. 

The ostensible impediments to the emperor's 
plans, were, in comparison to hi~ apparent means, 
very inconsiderable. The state of H yderabad was 
the most formidable as to men and money, an.d the 
king, Abou Hoossein, was possessed of great private 
riches in jewels. His administration, conducted 
principally under Mahdhuna Punt, was popu1ar 
amongst a large proportion of his Hindoo subjects, 
but many of the principal Mahomedan officers were 
disgusted at the sway exercised by a Bramin, over 
both tbeir prince and country. Their jealousy was 
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fomented by th~ secret em.issaries of Aurungzebe; 
but Abou Hoossein, sensible of the minister's value, 
did not WIthdraw his confidence or support. 

Mulhk Berkhordar, the envoy of Aurungzebe, 
resldmg at the capItal of Beej:;tpoor, not only suc
ceeded in d-rawing over many of the principal offi
cers whQ were pensioned or employed by the em
peror, but to his influence may be ascribed the 
decay of Musaood Khan's power. The faction 
opposed to the regent, was headed by Syud Mukh. 
toom, an Oomrah of no distinction, but he was 
supported by Shirzee Khan, the hest officer then 
left in the Beejapoor army. Shuzee Khan's enmity 
towards Musaood Khan, originated in the preference 
shown the latter for infantry, which was contrary 
both to the mterest and judgment of the for
mer: many of the best horse 4nder Shirzee Khan 
llad been dIscharged, and Musaood Khan had been 
obliged to call in the aid of Sivajee, at the expense 
of ceding some of the finest districts in the king
dom. This factIOn fbrc~d Musaood Khan to quit 
·Beejapoor ~nd retue to Adonee, proba~ly about a 
year· after Sivajee's death. By whom the new 
admimstration was conducted is uncertain; but as 
the envoy of Aurungzebe had always represented 
the treaty with the Mahrattas as a great source of 
dIspleasure to the emperor, one of its first acts, 
after the removal of M usaood Khan, was an in
jud(qiQus attempt to recov.er _ som~ of the fer!lle 
territory near the banks of the Klstna, of whIch 

'if; The BeeJapoor Manuscripts and traditions afford nothing 
better than conjecture ,on thIS subJect; nor could I ascertam if 
there was a regent after Musaood I<,han retIred. 
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Sivajee had acquired possession. Merich was re
taken, and the breach whICh this occasioned be
tween Sumbhajee and the Beejapoor government, 
seems to have been irreparable. It was the interest 
of Sumbhajee to unite with the Mahomedan states 
on this occasion, and Mahdhuna Punt made some 
endeavours to effect a confederacy, but there were 
so many parties and interests, soch jealousy and 
imbecility, that no state could call forth its own 
resources, still less could all combine in one grand 
effort. For whilst Aurungzebe's emissaries pre
tended at each of the courts of Beejapoor and 
Hyderabad, that the emperor meant to extend to' 
-it, partIcular fa.vour and protection, some of the 
members of the state were weak enough to be 
lulled by such palpable illusions, and many of the 
nobles were traitors; so that the ostensible au
thorities in each government, distrusting all around 
them, were careful not to suggest proceedmgs \ 
which might ensure their own assassination or pre
cipitate the hostility of the emperor. When Mu
saood Khan was obliged to reduce the army, he 
maintained but a small number of cavalry in ad. 
dition, to the Mahratta Munsubdars~ who, in fear 
of losing their J agheers, Enams, and bereditary 
rights, still acknowledged themselves the servants 
of the Beejapoor state. Some of the members of 
the different families had, however, enrol1ed them
selves with Sivajee, and continued under the stand. 
ard of Sumbhajee. 

The Mahratta Munsubdars, formerly nnder the 
Nizam Shabee state, in like manner paid obedIence 
to the l\foghuls, whilst many of their relatibns 
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were in·the :army of Sumbhajee. \Vherever there 
were disputes regarding hereditary rights, which is. 
generally the case amongst village and district offi .. 
eers, as well as Enamdars, Jagheerdars, and all 
old Hindoo families, the party not in possession, 
as the country became more and 1;llore unsettled, . 
always went over to the invading enemy, prompted 
by motives of' self-interest, but more by feelings 
of spite and personal enmity, in hopes of finding 
some occasion for wreaking vengeance on the op
ponent. If the invader prevailed, the occupant 
was freque~tIy ejected, and he took the same mode 
of being re"instated; or, if fortunate enough to 
make his peace by timely submission, the other 
party awaited another opportunity. 

Aurungzebe understood and took advantage of 
these feuds. The reader, at all acquainted with 
the Hlndoo character, can conceive the bitter ran
CbUl' with which they pursued these quarrels, when 
there are several instances of one party becoming 
a Mahomedan, in order to ruin his adversary and 
gr:;ttify r~venge. The services of the Hindoo 
:Munsubdars, under the Mahomedan states, became 
exactly in p,ro~ortion to the ,measure of punish~ 
ment or reward, which the government they ack
D{)wledged could inflict pr bestow. 

This brief survey, of the state of the Deccan. 
must be understood to apply to that period which 
foil9wed th~ fir!!t year of' Sumbhajee's accession. 
up tO,the fall of Beejapoor and Golcoodah, when 
addltional causes of disturbance and confusion will 
appear. But previously to entering upon the war 
whith was directed by Aurungzebe in person, it 
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is fit to notice an extraordinary event which oc .. 
elUTed amongst our own countrymen, in their then 
small establishment on the west of India, of which 
Surat 'Was, at that time, the residence of the go .. 
vernor, or president of the council, under whom 
the East India Company's factories on the coast, 
were managed. 

In December, 1683, the garrison of Bombay, 
at the head of which was Captain Keigwin, con
fined the deputy of the gove~ot of Surat, declared 
they held the Island for the king, and that they 
would submit to no other authority. This act of 
rebellIon being limited to a small insulated space, 
and Keigwin its instigator, a firm, resolute ~an, 
who maintained order amongst his inferiors, not
withstanding the pernicious example he had set, 
the ruinous consequences so much to be dreaded, 
were happily obVlated, and an amnesty having been 
promised by Sir Thomas Grantham, whom the 
president in council at Surat had named to act 
under a general commission obtained from the 
king, the whole island was surrendered and res .. 
tored to the lawful authorities, 11 th November, 
1684. 

The state of parties in England had probably as 
great an effect in occasioning ihis proceeding as its 
immediate cause. The interests of cpmmercial 
adventurers, and the rival East India Company, 
which sprang up about this time, created a variety 
of reports, and spread opinions in India prejudrcial 
to the existing company. This, no doubt, tended 
to diminish that respect for them in the eyes of 

~ !! 
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their own servants which was of so much import
ance to the preservation of their authority. 

The directors injudiciously chose thIS period, for 
reducing their expenses by decreasing the tallow
an.ces of their milItary. Tbe president in council 
at Surat carried the orders into effect, in that un
gracious and arbitrary manner which appears to 
have marked the government of Sir John Child, 
and in the state of feeling which these various 
causes were likely: to produce in high spirited rash 
men, the revolt which ensued, however inex
cusable, is not .surprising. 

I t was fortunate that the president had not the 
means of attempting to enforce immediate obe
dience, otherwise it is possible the rebels might 
have been driven to the infamous alternative of 
making over the island to the Moghuls or the 
Mahrattas. Keigwin's management, llOwever, in 
several respects, merited commendation, particu
larly in having obtained from Sumbhajee not only 
a confirmation of the articles agreed to by Sivajee, 
but a grant for the establishment of factories at 
Cuddalore and Thevenapatam, an exemption from 
Juties in the Carnatic, and the balance of corn
pensation for losses sustained by the English, at 
different places, formerly plundered by the Yah-
rattas. • 

We now return to affairs of greater mag-
f6 ~ nitude than those of the infant establish. 

84. ments of the East Jndia . Company, con
Ilec:ted, however, not only with our subject, but 

*' prme. 
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intimately linked with the causes by which the 
British nation has obtained such vast power in 
that distant portion of the globe. 

Aurungzebe, whom we ha\e mentioned as march. 
ing to Burhanpoor, remained there for some 
months regulating several departments in finance,. 
and settlmg plans for the approaching grand ar· 
rangements he had in contem'plation. He first 
ordered Sultan Mauzum, now dignified with the 
title of Shah Alum·, to proceed in advance from 
Ahmednugur with his whole army, and reduce 
Sumbhajee's southern territory, whilst Sultan Azim 
was directed to reduce his northern forts about 
Candeish, Buglana, and Sungumnere, and to com
mence by besieging the important fortress of Sal
heir, the acquisition of which, by Moro Puut, had 
afforded such facility for Mahratta inroads through 
Candeish. Accordingly, Sultan Mauzum descended 
into the Concan by the Ambadurray G haut, near 
Nassuck~ and passing the Kallian dIstrict, already 
devastated, advanced to the southward, where he 
plundered and burnt the country from Raigurh to 
Vingorla. Sultan Azim marched towards Salheir, 
where much resistance was expected, but Neknam 
Khan, the Moghul Killidar of Molheir, who 
joined the prince on his advance, had obtai.ned a 
previous promise from his neighbour tlle Mahratta 
Havildar, to surrender Salheir as soon as the army 
came before it. Such negotiatIOns being always 
douhtful in their issue, N eknam Khan had pm .. 

• I shall continue to use the name by which he is already 
known to the reader. 

y S 
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dentIy communicated the agreement to the em
peror only, the place, however, was evacuated, 
and the prince, with the feeling of a very young 
commander, disappointed in the expected fame of 
the cohquest, expressed great displeasure at being 
sent on sllch a service. He. was shortly after re
-called, the emperor promising to employ him in the 
war against Beejapoor.· Shahabodeen Khan was, 
therefore, ordered to reduce the remainder of the 
forts, but met with an unexpected resistance fmm 
the Havildar of Ramseje, by whom his troops 
being repeatedly repulsed, Khan Jehan Buhadur 
-was sent to repair the failure, but after many vaunt
ing attempts, equally unsuccessful as those of his 

,predecessor, he was compelled to retire with dis
grace. 

Sultan Mauzum's army, although they lJad over
run the greater part of the CQncan, do not appear 
to have come prepared for sieges; the forts and 
'places of strength still remained in the -hands of 
Sumbhajee, who, during this inroad, sent his caval
'ry to subsist in the upper country, whilst he him
self retired with Sultan Akber to Vishalgurh. Tqe 
distressrs occasioned by the :ravage$ of the inv~d
~ng army soon recoded upon themselves, and sc~r
city prevailed in their camp. Sumbhajee ~aking 
advantage of the improvident w~ste they had 
'made, order.ed down his hors~, aI!d directed 
.th.r:m, ~ssisted by th~ different gat:risons of the 
forts,: to :stop the roads, cut o~' supplies, harass 
them by desultory attacks, and destroy the for
agers and stragglers. The Mahratta horse found 

it Khafee Khan. 



subsistence from the- grass and grain stored under 
the protection of the forts, but the :Moghuls were 
soon in great distress, ana thousands of' followers, 
horses:r and cattle, perished. 

The emperor apprised of their situation, but un
willing to sanction what might seem a defeat, direct
ed the fOJ:(:e under Shahabodeen Khan to proceed 
for the purpose of opening th,e communication; 
and orders were sent to the Moghul governor at 
Surat, to embark supplies for Dhunda Rajepoor 
and Vingorla:. The demand being urgent:r the 
vessels were sent off; as laden, without waIting for 
convoy, and Sumbhajee's cruizers, apprised of theIr 
approach, took the greater part. Such a scanty 
supply arrived that it became impossIble to exist in 
that situation, and Sultan Mauzum was obliged to 
retire towards the Ambah Ghaut, whIch he ascend
ed, and afterwards cantoned his army, during the 
monsoon, near Walwa on the banks of the Klstna. 

Shahabodeen Khan, when ,hrected to marclLfol' 
the relief of the prince, advanced .as far as Nizam
poor near Raigurll, when he was opposed by 8umb. 
hajee, whom he defeated, probably jn a very par
tial action; but small advaqtages are always .over .. 
estimated in unsuccessful campaigns, Shababodeen, 
being a pers.onal favourite with" the emperor, and 
at the head of a body of Tooranee Moghuls. his 
countrymen, whom It was the emperor's des~re to 
conciliate, was honoured with the title of Ghazee
ud-deen, and the recollection of his failure at Ram .. 
seje purposely oblIterated. Such, we may here ob. 
serve, is the ~arhest account we have, in the his
tory ot the Deccan, pf the ancestor of the famIly of 

y 4 
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Nizam 001 Moolk, aflerwards<so conspicuous in the 
annals of that country. 

The emperor, in the meantime, had quitted Bur
hanpoor, and arrived at Aurungabad. During his 
stay at the former city, amongst other arrangements, 
he issued orders for the collection of the Jizeea·, 
fI. poll-tax levied on all his subjects, not Mahome
dans, which was to be as strictly exacted in the 
Deccan, as In the northern part of the empire. 

To reconcile such a measure with that character 
for wisdom which has been assigned to Aurungzebe, 
is impossible; it would even be inexplicable in a 
person of ordinary capacity, but the workings of 
fanaticism always warp the understanding, and 
Aurungzebe may have supposed that, his under
taking mented divine favour, by giving the people 
about to be conquered, the alterIJative of conversion 
or taxation. There could be no political reason for 
such an edict, although his apologists may point 
out the mean one of gratifying the Mahomedan 
vulgar, and affording an earnest, of what his emissa
ries professed at Beejapoor and Golcondah, that he 
was coming to the Deccan for the purpose of sup
pressing ,idolatry, and placing Mahomedan power 
on such a footing, as would, in future, uphold the 
dignity of the faith of Islam. 

The imperial service sustained considerable loss 
this year by the death of Dilere Khan. He had 
great ~:xperience in Deccan warfare, had seen more 
service than most officers of his time, and had sig-

• 'The Jlzeea was thirteen rupees per annum, for"every 2000 
rupees worth of -property possessed I;y Hmdoos. - Scott's Dec
can. 
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nalized himself on many occasion. He was always 
suspected, and in his old age neglected, by the em· 
peror, after having fought his ,battles for twenty-

f six years. A just retribution, when we know, that 
in joining the crafty Aurungzebe, he became a 
traitor to the cause of the generous, confiding and 
unfortunate Dara. 

Sumbhajee was still at war with the Portuguese, 
and the latter had instigated the chief of Soonda, 
and the Dessayes of Carwar, to throw off therr- al
legiance; Sumbhajee, about the end of the rains, 
sent some of his troops into the northern Concan, 
and again plundered the exposed parts df the Por
tuguese possessions in that quarter; he himself came 
to Panalla to watch the monons of Sultan Mau
zum's army. 

The emperor, at the opening of the fair season, 
leaving Khan Jehan at Aurungabad, moved with 
the grand camp, in mare than ordinary magnificence, 
towards Ahmednugur. 

The number of his forces is not specified by any 
Moghul historian, and the estimate formed by the 
Mahrattas is quite incredlble. The display of power, 
however, presented by Aurungzebe's march into 
the Deccan, was grand and imposing to a degree 
which has se1dom been surpassed. Besides foreIgn-· 
ers, his cavalry assembled from Cabul, Candahar,. 
Mooltan, Lahore, Rajpootana, and the extended pro
vinces ofhis vast empire,. was the flower of his army, 
and presented an array of gigantic men and horses 
completely armed and accoutred, whom it might 
be imagin~d, the more slender and lighter armed 
natives of the Deccan could hardly venture to oil'" 
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pose_ His infantry was .also numerous, and was com
posed of musketeers, matcblockmen, and archers, well 
equipped; besides bodies of hardy 'Boondelas and 
Mewattees accustomed to predatory conte~ts among 
the mountains, and the better able to cope with the 
Mahratta Mawulees. To these were afterwards 
added m;1ny thousands of' infantry, raised in the 
Carnatic. Besides a number of field-pjeces, which 
accompanied the royal tents, there were several 
hundred pieces of cannon manned by natives of 
Hip.doostan,' and directed ,by European gunners, 
and.a great number of miners were attached to the 
park of artillery, with artizans of every description. 
A long train of war-elephants, was followed, by a 
number of the same ammals on the emperor's pri
vate establishment, employed to carry the ladIes of 
his seraglio, or to convey such pf his tents as were 
too large to be borne on camels. Numerous 
led horses, magnificently capariboned, formed ,a 
stud for the emperor's ridmg; a menagerie ac
companied the camp, from which the rarest ani
mals in' the world were fioequently brought forth 
and exhibited by their keepers before the em
peror and his court ;-whilst hawks; hounds, hunt· 
ing tigers, trained elephants, and every accompa
niment used for field sport, swelled the pomp of 
thIS prodigious retinue. The canvass-walls which 
encompassed the royal tents, formed a circumfer
ence- ,of 1,200 yards, and contained every descrip
non of' apartment to be found in the most spacious 
palace. Halls of' audience for pubhc assemblies 
and privy .councils, with all the courts and cabinets 
attached to them, each hall magnificently adorned,. 

2~ 
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and having within it, a raised seat or throne for the 
emperor, surrounded by gilded pillars with canopi~ 

.of velvet, richly fringed, and superbly embroider
,ed; separate tents, as mosques, and oratones; baths 
and galleries for archery, and gymnastic exerClses ; 
a seraglio as remarkable for luxury aud privacy as 
that of Delhi; Persian carpets, damasks, and tapes
tries; European velvets, satins,. .. and broad-cloths; 
Chinese silks of every description, and Indian mus
lins and cloth of gold, were employed in all the 
tents with the utmost profusion and effect. Gilded 
balls and cupolas surmounted the tops of the royal 
tents; the out side of which, and the canvass walls, 
were of a variety of lIvely colours, disposed ilL a 
manner which heightened the general splendour. 
The entrance into the royal enclosure was through 
a spaciolls portal, flanked by two elegant pavilions, 
from which extended, on each side, rows of can
.Don, forming an avenue, at the extremity of which, 
was an immense tent containing the great state 
drums, and imperial band; - a little farther in 
front was the post' of the grand guard on duty, 
commanded by a nobleman, who mounted WIth 

it daily. On the other sides,. surrounding the great 
enclosure just mentioned, were separate tents, for 
the emperor's armoury, harness, &c., a tent for 
water, kept cool with saltpetre, another for fruit, a 
third for sweetmeets, a fourth for betel, and so on, 
with numerous kitchens, stables, &C. &c. Such 
luxury in a camp is scarcely to be conceived; but 
besides what has been described, every tent had its 
exact duplicate, whlch was sent on in advance to 
be prepared against the emperor's arrival. His 



S3~ HISTORY )OF THE MAHRATTAS. 

::,march was'a procession, and when he entered his 
pavilions, a salvo from fifty or sixty pieces of ord. 
nance announced the event; and he assumed and 
·maintained every form and cermony observed at 
,the established residences of the imperial court. 

The magnificence of such a spectacle, which 
formed a remarkable contrast with the plain and 
-even austere personal pabits of the emperor, was 
intended to strengthen his power by the awe with 
which it Impressed his subjects; but as his state was 
imitated by hIs nobles, it proved a serious .encum
brance to the movements of his army, while the 
devouring expense of such establishments pressed 
hard on his finances, and soon crippled even the 
most necessary of his military and political arrange .. 
ments. 

We may easily suppose that ,the inconveniences 
of tms style of magnificence, of which all the Mo. 
,ghul camps .in. some degree partook, must have 
been already experienced by Sultan Mauzum 
during hIS campaign in the Concan. Whilst he lay 
at Walwa above the Ghauts,. he took possession in 
the emperor's name, of such parts of the country 
as ,he could cover, and deeds are yet extant, con· 
firming in his own name, grants of' lands, originally 
given by the Beejapoor government. In the month 
of October, a pestilence broke, out in his camp, 
which swept off many of his men, and greatly di. 
minish~d his force, but on receIving the emperor's 
orders to reduce the south-west dIStricts above the 
Ghauts, formerly taken by Sivajee from Beejapoor, 
he adv.anced WIthout hesitation for that purpose, 
and AZlm Shah, who had commenced the war 
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against Beejapoor with indIfferent success, opened 
the campaign to the northward, by laying siege to 
Sholapoor. ' 

Sumbhajee's troops in the Concan, under 
:6:5 the command of Humbeer Rao, apprized of 

. the exposed state of Candeish, were secretly 
re.inforced by. several ~etachments, and moved off 
to the northward. They sUdc,l.enly appeared at 
Burhanpoor·, plundered it of much property and 
riches for several days, and retired as ,rapidly as 
their heavy loads would permit, leaving the whole 
country, in their route from Burhanpoor to N assuck, 
in a blaze. 

Khan Jehan, on hearing of this inroad, moved 
from Aurungaba.d in pursUlt, but in place of march. 
ing to Chandore or Unkye Tunkye to cut off their 
retreat, which he might have done, he crossed the 
range of hills at the Ajunta pass, and wheeled 
round to the left, but he never came within five 
marches of the Mahrattas... Mter having followed 
them to a considerable distance to the southward, 
he received orders to place Thannas in the countr·y 
between Joonere and Smgurh, whilst the young 
prince Kaum Bukhsh was sent to cover Burhanpoor. 

Khan J ehan took posseSSIOn of Poona and the 
adjacent country, where he left Khakur Khan as 
Foujdar, and was proceedmg by the emperor's 
order to support Azim Shah, who had taken Shola-

. • I place tIllS accordIng to Mr. Orme's date, who has it from 
the records o£ the factory of Cande1sh, and Circumstances cor
roborate ItS correctness. The fact 1S dlst~nctly mentioned by 
Mahrattamanuscripts, and Khafee Khan; but the dat~s widely 
cibsagree, and are, an both, obv1ously misplaced. 
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poor, flnd was advancing towards Beejapoor, but 
the prince finding that he could not contend with 
Shirzee Khan, had recro~sed the Beema, Which 
made the junction of Khan Jehan unnecessary. • 

Sultan Mauzum, mean while, had successively 
captured Gokauk, Hoohlee, and Dharwar, in which 
he had met with little resistance; h1}t famine, pes .. 
tilence, and the drafts from his force required to gar. 
rison the new acquisitions, had so greatly reduced 
the numbers and efficiency of his troops, that when 
attac;ked by a small detachment, sent against him 
from Beejapoor, he was scarcely able to defend 
himself. Roh Oolah Khan was immediately sent 
forward with a party to his assistance, and Khan 
J ehan was ordered to cover Roh Oolah Khan. 
Until this succour arrived, the prince's army was 
constantly harassed; most of th~ horses being dead, 
nobles and troopers were reduced to the necessity 
of marching and fighting on foot, which even the 
common horsemen considered a degrading hard .. 
ship. The wreck of this fine army returned to 
Ahmednugur, more effectually reduced than if 
they had been vanquished in many battIes-. t 

After assisting Sultan Mauzum's shattered army. 
and ,escorting the prince to the frontiers, Khan 
J ehan and Roh Oolah Khan returned, and can .. 
toned at HulmuIlee, in the Beejapoor territory 

• Xhafee Khan. Mabratta MSS. Bernier. Scott's Deccan. 
Orme~ I 

t The account of Sultan Mauzum's campaign is taken from 
Khafee Khan, Orme, Scott's Deccan, the Enam deeds alluded 
to, and copies of origInal letters from Mohummud Akber to 
Kuloosha. 
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during the monsoon.. At the opening of the season, 
these two officers were ordered to invest Beejapoor. 

Mahdhuna Punt's endeavours to effect union in 
• 

opposing Aurungzebe, were ineffectual, even when 
the intentions of the latter in regard to Beejapoor 
were avowed. Sumbhajee made no effort to aid that 
state, but he engaged to assist Golcondah, and re
ceived a subsidy of one lack of pagodas from Aboll 
Hoossein. This alliance was communicated to the 
emperor, and the conditions came to his knowledge 
at a subsequent period. He immediately ordered 
Khan Jehan to advance into the Hyderabad terri
tories, under pretence of receiving the arrears of 
tribute. Sadut Khan accompanied the army as 
envoy, with secret instructions, not merely to de
mand satisfaction for this alliance with Sumbhajee, 
but to provoke any fit cause of widening the breacQ. 
and producing a rupture with Hyderabad. 

The emperor marched from Ahmednugur to
wards Sholapoor, and directed a body of troops, 
stationed at Joonere, under Ghazee-ud-peen, to 
move towards Ahmednugur. The Mabrattas, again 
seizing this opportunity, made a rapid march to the 
northward, crossed the Taptee and Nerbuddah, 
and assaulted and took the city of Baroach within 
a few hours after their approach was known.· It 
is probable that Sultan Akber was the instigator, if 
not the leader of this enterprize; -he was actively 
employed against his brother during the campaign 
in the Concan t, and on this occasion, the party 
proclaimed him emperor, plundered and exacted all 

* Orme. 
t Onginalletters to Kuloosha. 
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they could, and did not retire until the approach of 
the Soobehdar of Guzerat, who had assembled the 
troops of the province, and mar~hed against them.· 

The sack, both of Burhanpoor and Baroach, are) 
principally to' be ascribed to Aurungzebe's want of 
milItary arrangement. Intent on his own schemes 
against theMahomedan states, he neither covered his 
own country, nor took time to study the genius of the 
people, whom hIs early ambition and his present 
negligence alIke fostered, and for whom, he still 
entertained a contempt,' fatal to the security of his 
empIre. 

The operations against Beejapoor were renewed. 
Sultan Azim moved forward about the end of the 
year, and approached the capital with a large army. 
The officers of Beejapoor, although they had be. 
fore opposed him on the frontie,r successfully, now 
retired before him. This was judicious. Very httle 
rain had fallen this year, a scarcIty prevailed, and 
the little grain which had been produced in the
neighbourhood of Beejapoor was, as usual, secured 
within the fort. To the northward, in the province 
of Aurungabad, the harvest had been more plenti
ful, but grain was exceedingly dear ill the grand 
camp at Sholapoor, which drew its supplies from-

• It is mentioned in Scott's Deccan, that Sultan Mohummud 
Akber was supported by a body of Mahrattas, in an attempt to 
proceed to Hmdoostan, and that he was defeated near Chakun, 
but th~ 'successful attack on Bdroach is the only one In which I 
thlOK it'probable that he was a prmcipal actor. He was en
gaged in the Concan, and was at Palee and at Beemgurh when 
Sultan Mauzum's troops were attacked, as appears by copIes of 
letters, from Mohummud Akber to Kuloosha Kuvee Kulus, whIch 
I obtamed from the late Raja of Kolapoor. 
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the northward. To have attacked Azin'l Shall, 
therefore, in the neighbourhood of the emperor's 
camp, would comparatively have been of little ad. 
vantage. They allowed him to approach the city, 
when they cut off the communication between hjm 
and the camp at Sholapoor, interrupted his supplies, 
destroyed forRoucrs, harassed the army by false at-

tacks and skirmIshes, and in a very short 
1~·~. time, Azim Shah was in great distress. The 

scarcity in his own camp prevented the em
peror from forwarding supphes from Sholapoor. 
Ghazee-ud-deen Khan was therefore ordered to 
bring 20,000 bullock loads of grain from Ahmed
nugur, and carry it on to }\zim Shah's force, re
inforced by a strong detachment under Dulput 
Rao from the grand army. This service was well 
performed by Ghazee-ud-deen. The Beejapoor 
troops saw the necessIty of cutting off his convoy, 
and made a desperate attempt to effect their pur
pose, but they were defeated; and after a well 
contested action, the prince's troops were rescued 
.from the disgrace and destruction which the loss or 
delay of the convoy had rendered unavoidable. 
On this occl\Sion, the princess J anee. Begum" wife 
of Azim Shah, proceeding with the convoy to join 
her husband, mounted her elephant, and advanced 
into the battle encouraging the troops.. AUfl1ng .. 
zebe expressed himself more gratefully to Ghazee
ud-deen ~or thus relieving his son, than for any 

,service ever performed by his offi<;ers. '" 
, Khan Jehan, acconting to the orders which were 

• Khafee Khan, and Scott's Deccan. 
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given, had ad"anced towards Hyderabad, but 
Mahdhuna PlInt"s ,preparatIOns were iIi a tnore for. 
ward state than was expected, and Ibrahim Khan, 
the snpposed friend of' the minister, met the Mo
ghuls at Mulkair, with an army of seventy thou
nnd tnen. Khan Jehan's force being quite un. 
equal to contend with this host, and a retreat bemg 
exceedingly dangerous under such circumstances, 
he threw up intrenchments, and serit intelligence 
of hIS 'situation to the emperor. Sultan Ma~zum 
was immediately dispatched with a body of troops 
to his relie£ In the 'mean tIme IbrahIm Khan, who 
had a nne army, and had Khan Jehan completely 
in his power, made no vigorous attacks, and on 
th~ advance of' Sultan Mauzum, his conduct was 
So treacherous, or his exertions so feeble, that the 
MogQuls marched on to Hyderabad with little op
position. The king retired, 'into the fortress of 
Golcondah, notwithstandmg Mahdhuna Punt's 
remonstrances; but at this time, Ibrahim Khan 
treacherously deserted to the Moghuls, the city 
of Hyderabad was taken possession of, -and, con
.trary to Sultan Mauzum's orders, plundered by 
the troops. The wisest minister is obnoxious in 
times ot public'misfortune; the enemies of Mah. 
'dhuna :PUht1 at the instigation of the king's mother
in.law, or some of ths treacherous factions'in league 
"'With the ~oghllls, took advantage of th~ general 
'outcry amongst the popUlace, and assassinated him. 
,,abou Hoossein, although he had many' amiable 
~ualities, was destitute of the firmness and decision 
in which only his safety could be found, and being 
thus tell; without an advIser, sued for peace. Au. 

22 
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fungzebe perceiving that the troops, the wealth, 
and the preparations at Hyderabad were more for
midable than he had contemplated, and that Bee
japoor seemed hkely to make consIderable resist. 
ance, agreed to a peace, on being promised two. 
crores of rupees in treasure and effects, which 
Sultan Mauzum was left to collect. The prince 
and Khan Jehan fell under the emperor's displea
sure, for not securing the plunder of Hyderabad, 
and Aurungzebe, recollecting the vast treasure he 
had obtained there, in 1655, became jealous of the 
wealth they were supposed to have secreted for 
purposes similar perhaps to what his Qwn had been. 
Khan J eh~n was therefore ordered to Lahore, and 
although he rejoined the emperor some years aner. 
wards, he was never again actively employed." 

The emperor now moved to Beejapoor. The 
walls of tge city were of immense extent, and the 
fort, which communicates with it, is six miles in 
circumference. To invest the latter closely, there. 
fore, required the presence of the grand army. 
There were different breaching. batteries erected, 
but the ,principal one, under the immediate super~ 
intendence of TUl beeut Khan, was on the soutli 
face. 

Shirzee Khan, Abdool Raoof, Seedees Zalim; 
and J u~shed, were the officers who defended the 
fort, unde.r the yOQng prince Sikundur. The garri .. 
son, was not numerous, but,. although ill~paid, and 
short of provisions, they still showed some rematns 
of Patan valour, and fought with obstinacy. The 

• Scott's DeccaI4 Khafee Khan. ~eejapoor :M:SS.,. ~c. 
z !! 
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~peror as he saw they must surrender, and as the 
occasion was not pressing, prudently deferred the 
assault after the breach was practicable, choosing 
rather to trust a little to the effects likely to be 
produced in them by reflection, on their hopeless 
sltuation, embittered by privation, than to assault 
men, who, under such circumstances, would have 
fought with desperation, and exulted in an oppor
tunity of dying with their swords in their hands. 

Aurungzebe was not disappointed; for although 
they had still an inner fort much stronger than the 
outW'ard works, the garrison were so much in want 
of provisions, that they were compelled to sur .. 
:render on or about 15th October, 1686. Shirzee 
Khan concluded the terms through Ghazee-ud .. 
deen, to whom the emperor, agreeably to custom; 
when he received such propos;:tls through any of 
his office,rs, was pleased to assign ,the nominal 
honor of Vte conquest. 41: 

_ The principal officers were admitted into the im ... 
perial service, -and a Munsub of seven thousand 
:porse, with the title of Roostum Khan, was' con~ 
feJ,'red on Shirzee Khan. The y-oung prince Si
:kundur AdiLShah was kept a close prisoner in the 
Moghul camp for three years, when he died sud
denly, not without suspicion .of having been 
poiSQned by Aurungzebe. t 
. Bt?ejapoor, henceforth, ceased to be a capital, 
and: wa~ soon after deserted. The walls, which are 

.. Beejapoor MSS. Khafee Khan. Scott's Deccan. 
t BeeJapoor MSS. It 18 said he was put to death in conse

quence of some popular commotion in his favour. He is buried 
in BeejapOOl'. 
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. of hewn stone and very lofty, are, to tMs day, 
entire, and bemg surmounted by the cupolas and 
minarets of the public buildmgs, stul present to a 
spectator 'from without, tne appearance of a flout-
i~hing city; but within, - all is solitude, silence, 
and desolation. The deep moat, the double ram .. 
part, and the ruins of the splendid palac,es in the 
cItadel, attest the former magnificence of the court. 
The great mosque is a grand edIfice, and the tomb 
<>f IbrahIm Adil Shah, already mentioned, is re
markable for its elegant and graceful archItecture, 
'but the chief feature in the scene IS the Mal.1slS1eum 
of Mohummud ·AmI Shah, the dome*' of which 
fills the eye from every point of VIew, and though 
in itself entirely devoid of ornament, its enormous 
'"(ilmensions and austere simplicity invest it with an 
.air of melancholy grandeur, which harmonizes wIth 
the wreck and desolation that surround it. In the 
,climate where Beejapoor is situa.ted, the progress 
of decay is extremely rapid, and untlllately nothmg 
whatever was done to arrest its effect!! _ but when 
viewed as mere ruins, the remainS" of that city, as 
they at present eXISt, are exceedmgly grand, and; 
as a vast ~hoIe, far exceed any thing of.the kind In 

Europe. 
After the reduction of Beejapoor, immedIate 

preparations were made by Autungzebe for at
tacking Golcondah, but previously to violatmg the 
treaty so lately concluded by Sultan Mauzum, Au .. 
rungzebe added meanness to his want of' faith, by 

,. Tills dome measures 130 feet in diameter; which is larger 
than that of the Pantheon at Rome, or, I bebeve, of St. Paul's' 
in London, and very httle less than tlll~t of St. ;Peter's 

Z :3 
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directing Sa.dut Khan to procure as much treasure, 
and as many of Aboll Hoossein's jewels as could 
be extorted, by working on the hopes or the fears 
of that weak prince. 

A Moghul Foujdar·, or military governor of a 
.district, was appointed to command in Beejapoor; 
and another, named Kasim Khan t, waS sent with 
a detachment across the Kistna, to occupy as much 
of the country as possIble, and induce the Dessayes, 
or Zumeendars as they were commonly styled by 
the Moghuls, to acknowledge the imperial au
thority. Shirzee Khan, of Beejapoor, was sent to 
invade Sumbhajee's districts, and marched in the 
direction of Satara. 

WhIlst the emperor advanced towards 
l~:r. Kulburga, on pretence of paying his de-

votions at the tomb o( a celebrated saint, 
Ghazee-ud.deen was dIrected to move in a direction 
east and somewhat south of Beejapoor, intended, 
probably, tu intercept any re-inforcements that 
might be sent from Sugger, Adonee, or any part 
of the Carnatic, to the assistance of Golcondah. 
The emissaries of Aurungzebe were busily em
ployed corrupting the troops of H yderabad by 
bribes and promises; many of the offic(lrs were 
drawn over, and the envoy, Sadut Khan. by the 
lowest :;Lttifice, obtained possession of' the jewels-, 

,. The officer immediately superior to the Foujdar in a great 
provi~te, was the Nazim, but we seldom find this office men
tlOned'ui the later conquests of the Moghuls in the Deccan. _ 

t It would appear by Scott's Deccan, vol. ll. p. 75. that Kasim 
Khan was left as Foujdar at Hyderabad, after the captQre of 
Golcondab; but thIS mistake probably ongmlltes in Jus having 
been re-inforced at that period flom Hyderabacl. 
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even· b~ the oroament!i Qf th~ wome)), which the 
king stripped off, vainly bopin..g that this degrading 
~o!Dpbance would flatisfy the emperor Of excite his 
commiseration. But feelings of pIty never swayed: 
the cQnduct of Aurungzebe; he declared war agains~ 
Abou.. Hoos.sein by a maDlfesto, in which the prin" 
cipal f\rticIcs of' accusation, after a general .charge 
of profligacy, were the employm~p.t ofa Bramin mi
nister" and an alliance with the idQlater Sumbhajee. 
Roused, at length, to i~dignatiQn -against the mer-
ciless tyrant by whom he was thus persecuted, but 
deserted by many whose services he had a right to 
expect, Abou Hoossein retired to the fort of Gol. 
condah, supported by a few brave troops and offi
cers who still remained fruthful. The gallant de
fence of the fort, the heroic devotion of some 0 

his followers, and the dignified self-possession he' 
maintained to the last, have preserved hIS memory 
in Deccan tradItion as th~ brave an,d gpod Tannalt 
Shah, a title of doubtful meaning by which he is 
knpwn in Maharashtra, but said to have peen the 
name of a Fuqeer with whom the kmg was in habIts 
of intimacy previous to his elevation. 

The fort of Golconda.h, after a siege of seven 
mon~hs, fell' by treachery in the end of September,' 
1687.· Hyderabad is still a populous city, and, 
forms, as our progress wIll explain, the capItal of 
the Soobehdar of the Deccan. TIlough much in
ferior to Beejapoor it retains traces of a royal re
sidence. The great mosque, in' particular, is' ,a 
fine edifice, and the tombs of the Kootub Shahee 
kings, with theIr ghtterin~ cupolas, overlooked by 

* Khafee Khan. Orme. 
Z 4 
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-the fort of' Golcondah, forms one of' the most 
'striking prospects in India. 

It was during the memorable siege of Golcondah 
that Sultan Mauzum, falling under the unjust sus
picion of the emperor, was placed'in confinement; 
and he remamed in that situation, in his father's 
camp, for six years, when he was released and sent 
as governor to Cabul. His only. fault seems to 
have been a remonstrance in behalf of the perse
cuted object of the emperor;s unjust enmity, more 
honorable and generous -than judicious, as" it was 
attended with such effects to himself and to the 
unfOltunate Abou Hoossein, who was sent to the 
fortress of Doulutabad, where he' ended his days.· 
- To secure the new conquests, and reduce the 

whole of the territories subject ~ to Beejapoor and 
Golcondah was now the nrst consideration. Rein .. , 
forcements were sent to Kasim Khan in' the Car-
natic, to whose proceedings, as connected with the 

*' An anecdote IS told respecting him, which is probably true, 
but whICh I notIce as characteristIc of the pompous politeness 
of th~ Mahomedans of India. During Abou Hoossein's con
finement m the Emperor's. camp, previous to bemg dispatched 
to Doulutabad, a tune played by one of, the Hmdoostanee 
musicians of the imperial band, gave the captive king great de
light, and he wished he had a lack of rupees to bestow upon 
him. The wish was repeated to Aurungzebe, and instantly 
(!omplied with. < 

Many of the natives of India are exceedingly susceptible of 
the pOl';'ers of musIC, and some of the Hmdoostanee airs are 
beautiful; ,O~ly a few specimens of an mfenor des<;:riptlon have 
ever reached the public in England; but should Major'Tod, in 
his mtended histpry, or in Ilis personal narrative, pubhsb any 
speclm!lns of the old :Rajpoot musict which he :now only p!aY(J. 
flom memory. this anecd,ote of the last oftbe kings of Golcon-
dah may be better tinderstood. . 
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detail of Mahratta progress, we shall presently re
vert. 

Khanzad Khan was sent to reduce the fort of 
Sugger, between Kulburga and Beejapoor, in pos
session of a chief of the Berml tribe, a cast of 
people in the Carnatic, precisely similar to the Ra
moossees of Maharashtra. This chief was a Poly
gar, and could command twelve thousand infantry 
principally of his own tribe. His fort was situated 
amongst hills and jungles, extremely difficult of 
access, but, in dread of the Moghul name, he sur
rendered. As it was an invariable rule of Au
tungzebe to bestow great honors on all who 
unresistingly acknowledged his authority, this 
Ramoossee Naik, greatly to the amusement of the 
courtiers, was raised to the rank of a commander of 
five thousand in the Moghul ~mpire. He survived 
his honors but a few days, and his son Pern
naik, finding himself uncomfortable in the splen .. 
dOlIr of' his new situation, withdrew to the woods, 
and collecting a band of his tribe took up his abode 
in 'Vakinkerah, a walled village near Sugger, 
where, by plunder and robbery, he gradually added 
to his numbers, and in less than twenty years we 
shall find the last personal effort of the mighty Au
rungzebe, directed to reduce the Berud N aik of 
\Vakinkerah. 

Azim Shah and Ghazee-ud-deen, at 'the same 
time that the other detachments were sent off, 
marched against Adonee, stIll in possession of M u
saood Khan, formerly regent of Beejapoor. Con
sidering resistance as altogether hopeless, Musaood 
Khan resigned his possessions, but declined en-
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tering the imp~ri~l service, 'and died in respectabl~ 
obscurity. 

The eastern quarter of Golcondah was not over
looked, Rajamundree, and the sea-ports of' Mau
sulipatam and Ganjam were taken po.ssessi~n of; 
the .detachlI}.ents were successful in all quarters·, 
and the governors of Kuddapah, Conjevaram, and 
Poonamalee submitted. t 

Those tracts of Carnatic and Drawe~ which 
had been sQbject to the subverted kingdoms of 
Beejapoor and Golcondah, were indiscriminately 
termed Carnatic by the Moghuls; but the rus, 
tricts which had belonged to the former state werq 
~nown as Beejapoor C~rnatic, and those which had 
appertained to the latter as Hyderabad Carnatic. 
The former lay in the upper country or Carnatic 
proper, the latter extended from Quntoor along the 
Coromandel coast~ and included \portions of terri. 
tory intermixed with the Mahratta possessions, as 
far south as,the Col em on. No part of the Payeeq 
Gpaqt belpnged ~o BeejapooTJ as all its possessions 
it} that qUi1rt~r wer~ conquered by Sivajee; but 
sevet~.l places in the Balaghaut, or Carnatic proper, 
were still ~ompfehellded in the Hyderabad Car" 
natic, a~ongst wl:tkh may be enumerated, Go()tee, 
near Adopee, and the distric..ts of Gurumcondah, 
Gandicotta, and Sidhout. 

After the fall of Golcondah the grand caPlp 
:r;noved',to;wards Beejapoor, whdst the detachments, 
whose destinatlon we have briefly noticed, w~re 
occupylng and settling the country on every side, 
and before W~ revert tQ the share which the M(Jh .. 

• Khafee Khan. t Orme. 
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rattas had in the events of this period" it is fit to 
explain, without a supedluous enumeration of all 
the establishment, the mode in which the Moghuls 
took possession of a dist~ct. 

Two officers were appointed to it, the Foujdar and 
the Khalsa Dewan. The Foujdar was a military 
officer, in command of a body of troops, charged 
with the care of the police,. an 4. the protection of his 
division. He held, Dr,. according to circumstances, 
assumed, a greater or less degree of power. The 
regular amount allowed him for the maintenance 
of the district estaJ?lishment was about 25 per cent. 
of the government collections. The duties of he 
Dewan were entirely of a civil nature, and he was 
intrusted with the collection of the revenue, 
whether of the exchequer, or on account of a Jag
heerdar.. The Moghul commanders who received 
what were called Jagheers from the newly acquired 
territories ofHyderabad and Beejapoor, seldom had 
lands permanently made over similar to the tenure 
by which th~ Mahratta Munsupdars held theit 
possessions; the usual practice was, to grant assign .. 
ments, for a term of years, on specIfied districts fOf 
the support of their troops. Thus the F~ujdars 
were more on the footing of feudatories than the 
Jagheerdars.. The Foujdars, in conjunction with 
the Dewan, farmed out the district$ to the Desh .. 
mookhs or Dessayes, and the Dewan realized the 
amount from them. There were commonly several 
Foujdars in each Soobeh. The Moghul conquests 
in the Deccan, which bad formerly consisted offour 
Soobehs, now, with the additlOn of Beejapoor and 
Golcondah, were formed into SIX. 

Dnring the ramd progress of AUl'ungzebe's con .. 
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quests, the personal inactivity of Sumbhajee is as. 
cr~bed, by the' Mahratta writers, to the effects of 
the incantations of the magician Kuloosha. The 
fa"ct appears to have been, that Sumbhajee's habits 
had become adandoned, and he was generally lost 
in the stupor or derangement, occasioned by a 
brutal excitement of the senses. He still might 
be roused to temporary activity; but, although 
lIlany of his father's officers, besIdes the few who 
were employed, were well qualified to assist at thIS 
crIsis, they were deterred from acting by the jea. 
lousy of Kuloosha, .or the violence of his master. to 

The Mahratta Munsubdars, who had been in the 
service of Beejapoor after the fall of the capital, 
~ent professions of'duty to the emperor, but tpey 
showed no readiness to join. his standard t. Shirzee 
Khan was, as we have seen, detac)led for the pur .. 
pose of attacking Sumbhajee's possessions, and the 
Munsubdars alluded to, were ordered to co-operate# 
bnt it IS not ascertained that they jomed him. Shir .. 
:zee Khan, after penetrating as far as Waee, was at .. 
tacked J1nd defeated by Humbeer Rao, the Sena .. 
puttee, a v~ctory dearly purchased by the loss of 
;Humbeer Rao who was mortally wounded on the 
occasion.:!: The advantage which the Mahrattas 
had gained, was not neglected in consequence of 
this misfortune, several of their detachments push. 
e~ .forward, and occupied a great part of the open 
country',towards Beejapoor. Parties of Mahratta 
horse made their appearance at Go1condah during 
the siege § of that placef but they acted with no 

., Mahratta- MSS. 
t Otiginalletters In the possessIOn of different. faullhes, 
t Mahratta MSS. § Khafee Khan. 
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17igour, and scarcely caused any interruption to the 
operations. The most important diversion which 
Sumbhajee attempted, was by sending off a detach
ment to the Carnatic under the orders of Kessdo 
Punt Pingley, the late Peishwa's brother, with Sun"" 
tajee Ghorepuray as his second in command." 

The preconcerted plan was to unite with Hwjee 
Raja Mahareek, and their ultil!late design, the oc,... 
cupation of the districts in the upper Carnatic, 
which had been the Jagheer of Shahjee, and were 
still held by Venkajee, from whom Sumbhajee bad 
received neither share nor tribute since his acces
sion. But on the arrival of the army at Ginjee, 
disputes and jealousies arose between Kessoo PUllt 
and his' nephew N eloo Punt; and it was supposed, .. . 
or perhaps gIven out by the latter, that Kessoo Punt 
had some- secret orders to disposses Hurjee Raja of 
the government. t 

Venkajee, whether aware of this expedition, or 
foreseeing that it would not be in his power to de
fend the paternal J agheer, was at this time in treaty 
with Chick Deo Raj, Raja of M ysore, for the sale 
of Ban galore, but the negotiation having become a. 
matter of notoriety, the Mahrattas at Gipjee were 
intent on possessing themselves of it before thetrans
fer should take place, and the MoghuIs became 
equally desirous of anticipating them. The dissen~ 
sions which prevruled at Ginjee, which, as in all 

• Mahratta MSS. Such of_my readers as are familIar with 
Mahratta names, will have some wfliculty to indentify Kessoo 
funt Pmgley, with Mr. Orme·s Kelsswa Puntolo,. whIch is, it, 
seems, the mode of pronouncing the name by the natives of the 
Coromandel coast. 

t Mahratta MSS. 
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other situations, are the bane of active service, d,e .. 
layed the Mahrattas. Kasim Khan arrived first, 
took Bangalore without resistance, and sold, it a few 
days afterwards to Chick Deo Raj, for three lacks 
of'rupees, the same sum.as the Raja of Mysore had 
agreed to pay to Venkajee." 

Kessoo Punt and Suntajee Ghorepuray, frustra
ted in their design upon Bangalore, entered the 
country of'Mysore, where they levied contributions, 
and remained several months" but m~de no perma
nent conquests, and after hearmg of the fall of Gol
condah and the rapid progress of the Moghuls,. 
they returned in the end of the yeat tOAGinjee. 

Hurjee Raja, alarmed at the approach of 
~8~: the Moghuls and the submission of the 

neighbouring -officersl at last united with 
Kessoo Punt, and t4ey succeed~d in possessing 
themselves of several places, but ,a. large body of 
the Moghul troops arriving In the neighbourhood, 
and no cordIal union existing among the Mahrat .. 
tas, they were compelled, to relinquish these new 
acquisitions. and r,etire to the protection of their 
forts on each side.of the Pallar. t 

Ouscotta, another of the oldest l\Iahratta posses... 
sions in the Carnatic, was this year wrested from 
Venkajee by the Raja of Myso,e, which might 
have easily been prevented by the aid of Sumbha .. 
jee's troops, but where Mahrattas have heredItary 
disputes,,' t,hey cau seldom be jnduc~d to set them 
aside, even in behalf of their common interests. 

Their power in the Camatie was rapidly declin .. 

• Wilks. tOnne. 
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ing, and if their strength in Maharashtra. had not 
depended on causes altogether different from any 
thing consolidated ot' regular, Aurungzebe's, plans 
of conquest would not have ptoved visionary, and 
the Mahratta name must have &peeruly sunk :into 
its former obscurIty. 

Sumbhajee had become completely careless of 
all general business, he spent hIS time between Pa
nalla and VishaJgurh, or at a favoure hO!lSe and 
garden in Sungumeshwur. The only plan on which 
he seems to have been particularly intent In his 
present state of imbecility, was connected with his 
early success, and during his lucid intervals he was 
planning the capture of Goa, but failure attended 
all his intrigues. The whole power was in the hands 
of Kuloosha, and the time of the minister seems to 
have been more occupied in managing his master's 
humours, than in attending to the important busi. 
ness of the state. Prince Mohummud Akber, whose 
advice and intelligence had been of service to 
Sumbhajee, beCame disgusted with his situation, 
and after the fall of Beejapoor, finding he had no
thing to hope and'much to fear, by remaining 
longer in India, 'obtained Sumbhajee~s permission, 
hired a ve~sel at Rajapoor, commanded by an En
lishman, withdrew to t:oe court o(Persia, where he 
resided for twenty years, and died at Ispahan in 
1706. 

The laxity to which we have already adverted, 
as having taken 'place in the discipline of the 
Mahratta army soon after Sivajee's death, greatly 
increased in a few years, and although extremely 
detrimental tQ Sumbhajee's resources as head of an 
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organized .state, it had a wonderful effect in ex
tending predatory power, for every lawless man, 
and every disbanded ~oldier, whether Mahomedan 
or Mfl,hratta, who could command a horse and a 
spear, joined the Mahratta parties, and such adven. 
turers were often enriched by the plunder of a day. 
The spirit, which, independent of every other cause, 
was thus excited amou.gst a people fond of money, 
and disposed to predatory habits, can easily be im. 
agined. The multitude of horsemen nurtured by 
fo.rmer wars, were already found too heavy a bur
den ,on a regular state, apd no resources could sup
port them. The proportion -of the best troops 
which was retained in the imperial service, would 
probably have soon enabled Aurungzebe to sup
press the dIsorders, commonly attendant on Indian 
conquest, had there been no spirit kindled amongst 
the Mahratta people. But a pride in the. conque~ts 
of Sivajee, their confidence in the ,strength of the 
forts, the skill and bravery of several of the Mah
ratta leaders, the ,ability and influence of many of 
the Bramins, and Jastly, the minds. of the Hindoo 
population, aroused, ,by reports of' the odious poll ... 
tax, ~o jealous watchfulness on the tenderest point, 
had, in addition to what we have already enume. 
rated, e:x;cited a ferment which required not only 
vast means, but an entire change of measures, be ... 
fore,,it could possibly be allayed. 

AU'I;1tlngzebe possessed great m~htary strength, 
and pecuniary resource; he also had considerable 
local knowledge, and in the first instance, the same 
power of confirming OJ,' withholdlDg hereditary 
rights, as his predecessors ill conquest. Titles, 
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l\funsubs, and Jagheers were frequently bestowed" 
and still more frequent1y promised, with a liberality 
greaterthan any former conqueror had shown; but 
presumption,jealousy,and bigotry soon deprived him 
of many of those advantages. He was not fully awal'e 
of themength or the nature of predatory power,. and 
instead of crushing it by the aid of the established 
governments,. he pulled down those consituted au· 
thorites without replacing them; he involved him. 
self with enemies on every side; he discharged the 
soldieiy~ whom, in addition to his own troops, fi'e 
could not maintain, and thus sent armies into the 
field against himself. He supposed that he was not 1 

only acquainted with the details of arrangements ne· 
cessary in a newly conquered country, but capable 
of superintending them; he placed little confidence 
in his agents" whilst he, at the same time, _employ~d 
Maho~ans in a11 si1!Iations, to §}.1 which, in many 
instance~ policy and humanity abke dictated thfL 
selection of Hmdoos. The confusion and disorder 
which ensued could not be tranquillized by the em· 
perol's fancied ,wisdom, or the Hattery and praises of 
his.,court and countrymen. The Mahrattas, more 
especially the Bramins, are not a people so easily 
dazzled as the.. Mahomedans, and in the course of 
a very short time, they began to discover the weak.. 
~ess of the .Moghuls. 

The powerful Mankmees·, .DuHay •. Gbatgay, 

• Manluree literally means a great man. It was originally" 
as above used, the name by which those Mabrattas who had 
Leen Munsubdars under the old Mahomedan monarehies in the 
Deecan, were,. and still are distinguIshed. Latterly , however,. 
it was assumed by every Mahratta at the head of a body or 

VOL. I. A A 
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Manay, Nimbalkur, &c. during the siege of Bee jar 
poor, hovered about the Imperial camp until the 
fall of the capital, Jwhen they withdrew to their 
Jagheers, sending their Wukeels with humble pro
fessions of duty, and sometimes attending ,them .. 
selves; but £i'om this time, they joined plundering 
parties of their owrt countrymen, or submitted to 
the Moghuls, as circumstances invited or compeU. 
ed thepl. There were few plunderers independent 
of Sumbhajee's 'parties or some Mankuree, because 
the Foujllar's troops were always too powerful for 
common depredators. A few Pindharees ., as aU 
not belonging to Mahratta parties were termed, 
appeared about Beder, but they were soon suppress. 
ed, or driven to join the Mahratta standard. No 
irregulars of that description received pay, but 
were frequently taken under the protection of some 
Mahratta cbief, and allowed to erlcamp near him, 
on condition of presenting frequent nuzurs, or in 
other words, giving up a part of their plunder. 

The Mankurees, whilsLtheir envoys were in 

horse, who could boast of being a Wutunaar. Man-pan, or 
rights and privileges, are words in the mouth of every Wutunda~; 
and these rights and privileges, which, from the manner in which 
they are talked of and maintained, an Englishman might sup· 
pose involved the safety of their lives and properties, or the 
iberty of the subject at the least, are very often merely slight 
fprms Df that killd of respect indicated by precedence on parti. 
cular oc~ions. -

lit About the borders of Maharashtra, and the Carnatic, there 
are a number of Pindharees; they cultivate lands in time of 
peace, and plunder when the country is unsettled; they have 
been there for some hundred y~ars; many of them speak Hip- I 

doostanee, and call themselves Rajpoots. -
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the imperial camp professing cc perpetual obedience 
and fidelity to Aurungzebe the king of the world," 
frequently sent their parties to plunder the' Mog
hul districts; and in case of discovery, the Bra
min wukeel, who had secured the patronage of' 
some great man at court by bribery, was ready to 
answer for, or excuse the irregular conduct of his 
master's followers. The Moghul Foujdars were 
instructed to conciliate the Mahratta chiefs on 
condition of their agreeing to serve with fid,lity. 
The chiefs were negociating with the Fonjdar; their 
wukeels were intriguing at court; their own viI.:. 
lages were secure; and their followers, under the 
general name of Mahrattas, were ravaging some 
other part of the country. 

TheMoghul officers who had Jagheer assignments 
in the Deccan, soon found that they could raise 
very little revenlfe ; their corruption was increased 
by poverty, and the offenders who had, in the first 
instance, plundered their districts by purchasing 
the connivance of the Foujdars, bribed the Jag
heerdars at court with a part of the pillage. 

The hereditary rights, and the family feud~, 
which had been before usefully applied as an in ... 
strument of government, now became, in the ge
neral confusion of this period, a great cause of in
creasing'disorder. The intricate nature of some 
of the hereditary claims in dispute, and the inge
nuityof Bramins, who.were always the managers, 
made every case so plausible that the officers of go
vernment found little difficulty in excu~ing, or at 
least palliating many acts of gross injusti.ee, to 
which they scandalously lent themselves. Thus.-

AA ~ 
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the rightful owners had often good -reason for eom .. 
plaint; they absented themselves with their troops, 
joined the plunderers, and when induced or cotn
pelled to come in" they boldly justified tooir be
haviour "by the mjustice they had suffe~d. 
- When an hereditary office was forfeited, or be. 

came vacant itt any way, the Moghul government 
se~ected a candidate on whom it was conferred; 
but the <established premium of the exchequer was 
upwards of six and a half years" putchase, or rpre .. 
cisely 651 per (!ent. on one year's 'emoluments, 'one 
fourth of which was ma.de payable at the tittle fof 
delivering the deeds, and the Temaihder by instal. 
ments; but 'besides this'tax, an infinite nutnber 
of fees and perquisites were exacted by the clerks, 
all which lent en'couragement to 'confiscations and 
new appointments. The 'emp~ror increasing in 
years 'Was soon overwhelmed in' more important. 
cares than the mere details of business; his minis
t~rs and their underlings 'Were 'ahke negligent and 
corrupt, and even 'after 'deeds and -papers were 
prepared, yeats' elapsed before the 'orders they con
tained were put 'in execution. • In these remarks 
we nave both recurred to events, '~nd in ,some 
degree anticipated the '(:onsequences 'of those that 
are to follow; but 'Such is 'a Correct picture of the 
times for upwards of twelve years"atter the fall of 
Beejapoor and Golcondab. At the :end of that 
period, the effects and :contihued -growth of the 

'~ ... . • 'The aCCowlt of the stat~ pI the country, and Aurungzebe_, 
administration 'at this period, is taken from Mahr.atta manu ... 
scripts, orighlal Mallratta and Persian'letters, \leeds ~d state
ments, 'and also from Khafee Khan, andl Sec)tt's Deccan. 



ca.use!J enumerat~~ cotnpleteIJ ·upiler}l1jl}.t;d, th«; 
Moghut~ and th~ir P~\f~t c~umbled liJe th~ age4 
an4 still splen"dj.d fabric, whic~ ~t is ~poss!ble to 
repair" but which, a few revolvin~ s~aso¥s mus~ 
level witJ;t th~ gro,und.. . 

U pward~ of ~ yeN was spent by -th~, emper.or at 
lJeejapoor, during which~ s~c~ess, attended his 
~s il\ eve..f1 quart~r, and notlii,ng in SQlIlbhaje~'s 
~lppeJ' country, eJcept ~e ~trODg (orts, fetnaine<J, 

un~ub:dued. The ¥oghul troops }lad pos:
~:9: sessE;d 'thetp.selye~ of 'J.'attora, and, pf, the 

tange '(If forts huil.t bJ Siyajee, lle\weeI.1 that 
~1ace and Pana,lla.; i\nd Aqn.mg~ebc; )v~ now, Pl."e,. 
paring to,enter 0\1 a regular plan (or reducing the 
whole of the forts, being in his .opiniot;l aU that 
Eemaine~ *0 'complete th~ cotlquest lIe ha$l SQ long 
meditated. H~ design. howevC!, was sooJi par .. 
ti-allJ ob~trqcWd. by th~ J?reJlking out of ~ dis~e 
~ his C8.IJlP, whiqll JWept off nu~bel'$ of,his ~90ps,~ 
but ol,l PlQvipg tQ '1\ukIQ(lj, 'QI\ ~h.~' Ii~\s 9(' thCf 
Neer~ it slibsi<Jed..· 
Abou~ this' p~r{o~ tb,~ at~~tioq Qf the et;np~Qr 

wa~ attr.;lcteg tQ \hQ 'E:pgli~h, alld i"g coP~eq1}~IlCt' 
of pif3ci~fi which:. b.~gaq 'tq be cp.lQlI!~tte~ b1 iR--

• rhe disease which broke out in Aurungze~e'); arQl1 ~ J3ee-r 
japoor. is mentIpned b, th~ ,same name as that which tJ1e-native~ 
of In&. DOW apply to the spaso:rodi0' cholera, ,but. they bore..n. 
I'esemblance to each other~ • Th~ disease wp epidenU9~ IJ.D~ hit· 
fore it at~ackt:d the ~p yitll s~c~ ,violenc~, had prevailed for 
80m!; y~ bot}l iq th~ pe~can aad.if) Guzerat. Khafee Khan 
d~scribes Ji as' comm«;ncmg by a slight sw~lling undei'the ear, 
the arm-pit or ,groin, attended with' infi~ed' eyes, and' severp 
fe.ver. ' It generally ~reved ~tal i~ a few hours, and those ,who 
did recover; becalDe wlioUi 0" partially qel!! or J>lin4. 

4A 3 
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dividuals, several of the factories belonging to the 
East India Company were seized. This was no un. 
common measure for Aurungzebe to adopt when 
any of the Moghul ships were taken, and he more 
than once threw the 'President at Surat into con. 
finen;tent. On the present occasion the Seedee 
'Yas ordered to drive them from Bombay. Yakoot 
Khan made a descent upon the island, and possessed 
himself of, Mazago.n, Sion', and Mahim, but could 
make no impression on the fort. The attack, how
ever, continued, until the English appe~sed Au
rungzebe, by the usual expedients of bribes I to the 
cour~ers, and the humblest submission. The Seedee 
(luitted the island, 'after he had remained upon it 
nearly a year. 

After the emperor's arrival at A\lklooj, plunder
ing parties of Mahrattas.were ftequently heard of, 
but intelligence was received that one very large 
body had appeared near Nassuck, where the Mog
hul troops in the neighbourhood were not sufficient. 
to 9Ppose them. The prince Azim Shah was 
detached' with an army to that quarter; a con .... 
siderable force under Yeatikad Khan, the son of 
Aurungzebe9s prime minister, Assud Khan, was 
orgered to prepare for the hivasion of the Concan; 
~nd Tukurrib Khan, an active partisan, who had 
been a disting\1ished officer under the unfortunate 
Abou, Hoossein, was sent with a detachment into 
the .distli~t of Kolapoof, of which h~ was also ap
poi~ted F~ujd~. The Moghul troops were in pos • 
.se,ssion of the open ~ountry in that ~uarter, but 
the Mahrattas stIll occupied Pan aI, a with a strong 
garrison. Tu-kurriQ .Khan having on his arr~val 

16 
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taken pains to inform himself of every thIng in 
his neighbourhood, hearing that Sumbbajee spent 
his time at Sungumeshwur, entirely off his guard, 
tonceived the bold project of seizing his person .. 

Having procured correct intelligence, and guides 
'\veIl acquainted with the Ghauts and the intricate 
windings of the route, he chose a few actite in
fantry, and a small party of .horse, with which, 
accompanied by his son, Ikhlass Khan, he set off 
from Kolapoor in prosecution of his enterprise. He 
was close upon Sungumeshwur before· he. was dig.. 
-covered, and when, at last, Sumhhajee's Jasooses 
ran to him with the intelligence, he was found in .. 
toxicated, and told them he would cut their ~oses 
off if they dared to bring such insulting stories 
about the approach of Mussulmans to him. 

Ikhlass Khan had given little time for warning; 
he dashed on at the head of a small party, entered 
the gate of the Gurhee before the Mahrattas could 
close it, cut down all who'opposed him, and thus 
secured an entrance to his father. 
- Most of Sumbhajee's followers saved themselve$ 
by a precipitate flight; the few that remained, at 
the head of whom was Kuloosha, endeavoured to 
defend their master, but Kuloosba being 'Wounded 
by an arrow, they were speedily overpowered, and 
Sumbhajee, although be attempted disguise, was 
discovered by some valuable ornaments on his per
son, of 'Which he had not time or presence of mind 
to divest himself. Besides 'Kuloosha there were 
twenty-four persons taken with him.· 

.. Khafee Khan. Mahratta MSS. 
~A 4. 
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Tltkurrib Khan brought his prisoners in safety 
to Kolapoor, and on reporting his success, was di. 
rected to bring them under a strong escprt to the 
imperial camp; which, previous: to the' arrival of 
Tukurrib Khan, had moved up the Beema, and 
cantoned at Tolapoor-,. at the junction o( the 
Indo~ranee river,. sIxteen miles north-east of 
Poona. 

No effort was made to rescue SUll1bhajee; th~ 
mt!asures of his favourite, added to his own miscon
duct,( had tendered them both deservedly odious 
to the gerteraIity of his subjects; and even had 
his army been disposed to undertake any enterprise 
in his fav6ur. its loose and disordered state woulq 
probably have prevented the attempt. 

On \tbe arrival of the prisoner~ in the neighbour .. 
hood of the imperial camp, the)\' were bound and 
exalted upon camels; Sutnbhajee \Vas deprived of 
bis turban, drums and all sorts of noisy music 
sout;lded befor~ him; an~ countless thousands flock
ed on all sides to see his entry into the camp. The 
prisoners were exhibited before Aurungzeb~ and 
~etwat.d$ ordered into .confinement, previous tq 
their Dnal sehten«e. . \ 

Some of the . Moghul nobility 8ugge&ted the pr~ 
priety of sparing the life of'Sumbhajee, as a mean~ 

*' ThIs village" originaUy ca11ed l!Tagurgaomi fs ,aid to hav~ 
been Damed Tolapoor, or the phu:e of weighing, in order to com
memorate ,Shahjee'j pla.n of wei.ghing Morar runt's elepba?t, 
by placing him on a bOlitt, marking the draught or water, re
moving the elephant, repiaclng h~s M>'eight witH .stori~s, and 
weighing them. An anecdote preserved in every Mahratta ac
count of hi~, and recorded by CaloMI Wi~~ 
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m ip~ucing his 1:roop's to snrr~nder the Jorts J and 
Anrungzebe. also,. with this view~ p~rhaps" did, in
tend to spare him conditionallyoi But Sumhhajee. 
roused to a sense of his. situa.tiQII.. stung, witq. 
shame and remorse,. expected and wished fp.l 
nothing. but death, and made use of every epit;Aet 
of abuse to induce some lash .sald.i.et to kill him. 
When in this frame. of mind,. Ayrung2:ebe sent a 
message offering b..im life on condition of his be,. 
coming a Mussulman. "'Tell the emperor,." said 
Sumbhajee, cc that if he will give me his daughter 
I will become a Mussulman," and concluded his 
reply by an invective on the prophet. 

No words more insulting than that speech could 
be used to a Mahomedan. The emperor enraged, 
determined to make a terrible example of him; he' 
ordered a red hot iron to be drawn act.:oss his eyes, 
his tongue to be cut out, ana his head to be severed 
from his body. 

Sumbhajee, in exact conformity with this man .. 
date, was publicly executed in the camp bazar at 
Tolapoor, about the beginning of August, 1689, 
together with his favourite Kuloosha.· The Bra
min minister, however unworthy in many respects, 
has, by a story characteristic or the invention of 
Mahomedans, and by the hatred of some of the 
Mahrattas, been unjustly accused of forming a 
scheme for betraying his master. 

Sumbhajee's character has been sufficiently de
picted and scarcely requires a summary. He in .. 
herited some military virtue, and was far from de .. 

.. Mahratta MSS. Orme, &c. 
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ficient in ordinary ability; b~ dissipation, vice, 
rashness, and cruelty, completely obscured his few 
good qualities, and a longer life would, in all pro
bability, have greatly encreased the catalogue of 
his crimes. But the Mahratta people, though for 
the last three years much estranged from him, 
heard 9f the murder of the son of Sivajee with in
dignation, and ihis cruel execution, meant to strike 
the leaders with terror, aroused their vengeance 
without alarming their fears. 
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CHAP .. XI. 

f:!iOM A.. D. 1689, TO A. D. 170L\ 

ilqja Ram.-Meetang W the principal Maltratta leaders at 
Raigurk. - RllJa Ram declared regent, during the minonty W 
Sum6hajee's son. - Important consultations, .n 'Whack PnJl
had N.eeraJee 'akes a conspICUous part. - Siege and capture W 
Raigurh. -The son and widQW of SumlikaJee taken. -Merich 
and Panalla taken. - Raja Ram jlees to G,njee - narrowly 
.escapes, 6eing intercepted - esta6lashes the form W tke Court 
~ SivaJee - creates the rank W Pritee Needhee. - SuntaJee 
Ghorepuray and Dhunnf!jee JaMw sent hack to Manarashtra. 
-Raja Bam ascends tke tkrone.-ZoolJikar Khan sent against 
nl7lJee. - Siege delayed. - Aspect 9.f qffazrs .n tke Deccan. 
- Proceedings 9.f Rammundur Punt. - Ongin rif Ghas-dana. 
Rajgurh and Panalla retaken.- Proceedzngs rif SuntaJee and 
DhunnllJee-ancl of Aurungze6e. -Glnjee invested. - Super
!Cession W Zoolpear KAan, 611 the arriwd qf Kaum Bukksh.-:
Jealousies to wnach it gi'Oes rise.-AunmgzehejizesMs princi
pal cantonment at Brimkapooree. - Portuguese and Englask. 
- Suntajee and Dkunnajee repair to tke Carnatic - attack 
the Moghuls w"k great success - a truce - dISSolved 6y the 
Emperor. - Srege W Giryee renewed. - Kasirn Khan, w.tn 
$everal other officers, compelled hy Suntqjee to surrender, to
.Ketker 'Wdh their troops.- Himmut Khan difeated an,lslain. 
- Siege qf G,nJee pressel. - Raja Ram is permUted to 
escape.- G,njee taken. - Disstmsaons amongst the M,ahrattas, 
'Whach increase in consequence '!like death qftAe Pntee Need
hee. - A sedation 06l'ges Su'fttaJee Ghorepuray to)lee from his 
own troops. - Satara 6ecp'I(les t-.4e seat 'lithe Mahratta govern~ 
mente - Ckanges and promotions. - KankOJee Angria, on 
the death qf SeedOJee GOf{Jur, succeeds to tke command'qfthe 
fleet. - Suntajee Ghorepuray IJasely murdered hy Nago;ee 
Mana!!. - Raja Ram takes thefield 'Watk a very large army_ 
plunders tke country, and Imposes the Chouth in Candeisk, 
Gung-thuree, and Berar, leovJng QjJicers to collect it. - Zoolft
,kar Khan recalled from the CtlN,atac. - New plan if opera
tions- a pursuIng and a hesieging force. - Zoorfi!£ar Khan 
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attacks and pursues Raja Ram. - Emperor takes Wwsunl. 
gurh - Invests Satara - descrzption of.ts difences - its siege 
and surrender.- Capt.re 91 Purlee .. - Distress of the Mog
nul army, in consequence W the setting i.,. Wtke monsoon.
Death and cAarttt:t11' W Baja. Ram.- kit 't»ido'W Tara Bye 
assume~ tke regency.:- Pureshra,n Trimbuck appointed. Pntee 
Needhep.- Mak1f(J.ttas und~ Dkunnajee Ja4o'W, and mino1-
ckittfi· - Description of a body qf MahratttJ plunderers, con
trctsted wit" the splendour of 4 Moghu! ~amp. - Great de
'lJastations. - State W the Mogkuls. - Aurungzebe perseveres 
in Itzs plan (}/ reduczng the forts. - Gener~l devaslaizon alld 
cor!fosion. -Wealeness if the Mogkuls. - Power Wthe Mak
ranas - ill nature_ - Slate iffeeZing, in the count7'!f- - Mo
gltuls' male overtures.f01' a,.. accommodation -1Jroleen flif.
Aurungzehe quits tlie 1It;ighlJourhqod W Poona, and mo'Ves to 
tJie. eastwartf. - Waldnlcerah lJesieged, andfinally ret{ucea.
Makrattds 'Yefa~inlf th.ezr forts - tkey attack flu; grand army 
on it$ marek. - :emperor i1& danger if 6eill:' ta"en. - Death 
antI skaracter qf AUTClngzehe. 

FROM the time 't>;f the- execution of SoyeFBt Bye, 
tbe wiqow or Sivajee, -her soI.1 IRaja Ram had been 
~Qt.l~ned by his. hRU,.b:t:other Sumbhajee, in the fort 
of Raigul'h- This confinement does :not appear to 
have. been more rigid than Sumbhajee found cOn
sist,ent with his own security. Raja Ram had the 
f\-ee' use of th~ fOrf. and upon the death of his :first 
wife,. Su'mh4~~ m~t:tled him to two o.th.ets~ the 
one naIiled Ta.ra Bye .. the ot1\ef Rajis Bye; the for
mer of the family or Mohitey, the latter a daughter 
ofGhatgayofJ{aguI. Raja Ram lived on terms of 
tfi~ndship with YeasQQ lJXel! the IegitiJnate' wife of # 

sUJXi~aj~~ whQ, with het ~~ Sjvajee. f~§ided in 
lWgur14 -

, On th~ news of Sumbha~ee'~ death. th.e 
,'Af R· --pri.ncipal Mahratta leaders repalred to Ral-

gurh, when it was det~J;mined in cons"lt-
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ation with Y ~ssoo Bye" that ltkja 'Ram should be 
declared regent, during the -minority of' Sivajee, 
afterwarils known by the name of Shao, and who 
was then entering his 'Sixth year. At this council 
the 'principal people, besides the parties mentioned~ 
were Jenardin Punt Hunwuntay, Prillhad Neera.... 
jee, the son of 'the late N yadeish Purdhan, Ram
chundur Punt Bowreekur, Khundqt> Bullal Chitnees, 
Mahadajee Naik.Pansumbul, Snntajee'Ohoreptlray; 
Dhuntlajee Jadow, ahd Khundee Rao Dhabaray. 
'c.Prillhad Neerajee, 'with that ascendancy which 
superior 'minds acquire in !times lof ~real 'difficulty, 
took the lead in'the consultations ()f this important 
assembly. They planned their 'meas(lres with WIS. 

dom, unanimity, ·and firmness. They took a fun 
view of'the power, and the preparationS' of Anrung
zebe. They calculated ,their means of resistanee, 
and saw, without dismay, -a public treasury .ex
hausted, 'the~la'Xity of all discipline, lthe unprovjded 
state of the forts, and even the probability .of their 
being 'reduced. Their first 'el1deavot1tll, 'tnerefore, 
were dirC!cted tolay in provisions in'the.forts, and 
to' keep the 'garrisons.as complete as '}1d$'Sible.2) The 
regulation df'Slvajee, which gave lHe'troops 'com
posing 'the .~aftisons, ·a Ipetpe.:wU and hereditary 
subsistence from lands -dependant on'the forts, wa!; 
of'infinite importance .at this perIod. "\Orders were 
irttmediate1y .i6slled Ito' preserve these institutions 
carefully; and the :tomtnanders fof 'the forts, in 
additioh 'to' .being 'Warned :to lay in' ras' much grain 
as J}>ossible, "w.ere partlcularly lenjoine'd :t()...~serve 
the'orders -for eLitting '1'lnd 'Stackmg lithe ,grail$. 'Or 
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the pasture-lands under the protection of the f-orts, 
so as to preserve subsistence for the horse, when 
forage in more accessible parts might not be pro. 
curable. A wise precaution of Sivajee, which 
had already proved useful during the time oE 
Sumbhajee. . 
\)t was resolved that Raja Ram should move 

about from place to place, along the lipe of forts 
from Raigurh to Vishalgurh; but, in order to dis
tract the attention of the Moghuls, to make none 
of them his fixed residence; and should it be found 
unsafe fot him to remain in Maharashtra, it was 
settled that he should, quit the country, and re
pair to Ginjee, on the coast of Coromandel~ 

Yessoo Bye and her son remained in Raigurh,l 
and the family of Raja Ram retired to Vishalgurh.
The Mahratta chiefs were td ftct according to cir. 
cumstances, but to keep most of their horse for 
the present at no great distance from the person of 
Raja Ram. 

The Moghul besieging r~rce, under Yeatlkad 
Khan, destined fOT the Concan, could not enter 
th:;tt country before the fair season. The first place; 
attacked was .Raigurh; but the Moghuls, though 
assi~ted by the Seedee, made little progress for 
several) months, till a discontented MJl.hrat~, 
named Sooryajee Peesal, who had served in the 
army of Sivajee, joined Yeatikad Khan. and en·, 
gaged to bring a body' of choice Mawulees, pro .. 
videa ,he should be intrusted with the command 
of them~ and obtain the Khan's assistance in get
ting possession of the hereditary rights of Desh-

• 
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mookh of Waee, to which he .pretended a 
A. D. claim. These conditions bemg accepted, 
1690. 

~eesal perform!!d his part of the agreement, 
and the early surrender of the- fort was principally 
ascribed to his exertions. Peesal accompanied 
Yeatikad Khan, aud the Seedee had several of his 
ancient possessions restored to him. 

The widow of Sumbhajee and her son, . Sivajee, 
fell into the hands of Yeatikad Khan; they were 
conveyed to camp, where the Khan was received 
with particular distinction, and honored with the 
title of Zoolfikar Khan. Yessoo Bye and her son 
found a friend in Begum S!J.hib, the daughter of 
Aurungzebe, and the emperor himself became 
partial to the boy, whom he named Sahoo, an 
appellation which pronouncing it Shao, he ever 
after chose to retain. I 

CAfter the capture of Raigurh, detachments from 
the grand army advanced to Merich and Panalla, 
which were surrendered to the Moghuls, and Raja 
Ram was now advised to make good his way to 
Ginje~s soon as possible, before· his plan of reo
tiring there should be suspected. As preliminary 
arrangements, he had, by the advice of 1;'riIIhad 
Neerajee, adopted the precaution of appointing 
Neeloo Punt Moreishwur to his father's situation 
of Peishwa; ,a measure which secured Ginjee in 
his interests. (The command of Vishalgurh, Rang
na, and all the forts, with full and complete powers 
of goven;tment in the old provinces, was confided' 
to Ramchundur Punt Bowreekur, with the title 
of Hookmut-punah. Under him was p1aced 
Pureshram .Trimbuck, a Bramin, whg, from t~e' 
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humble- situation 'of hereditary Koolkumee of Kin .. 
lleye, hB.d brought himself inlo notice, And had 
given proofs.of intelligence ,and ,spirit. Seedojee 
Goojur, dignified with the title .of SurkheiI,. wa~ 
intrusted WIth the general ,command, of the lleet~ 
the ,superintendence ,of the maritj.me ports, .and 
the defeI)ce of the coast. His,sccondln command 
was a M.ahratta, named IKanbojee Angria, .whose 
father, Toolcajee ..Angria, 'had early distinguished 
himself in Sivajee'.s :6eet. J.'hefQresightlof Prillhad 
Neerajee, had also lbeen ,the means ofJopening a 
correspondence" with. all the principal ~kurees~ 
which, although dt ,(lid ,not -immediately induce 
them to make commOll\ cause against the Moghuls_ 
directed their linclinations)to that ,end. 

'Mahadajee ,Naik Pansumbul, an old man wh() 
had great weight with the SiJ-lidars of the country, 
was appointed Senaputtee,. and left in Mabarashtr;Q 
At his -recommendation, ,the diffel'~nt leaders dis. 
persed their horse amongs,t the villages, with di .. 
rections to assemble .at such place, and by such 
signal as, might after~ardslle-made to them by the 
Senaputtee, and that all ;their .friends, brethren. 
and 'colmections should join.the .Bhugwa Jenda
wherever it mighti appear. 

After shewing himself in ,his cllfferent1forts"Raja 
Ram joined Ihis confidential friends 'at Rangna. 
ready to 'prepare for 'flight. Having disguised 
tlie~~elves 'as Lingait Banians,' they proceeded ~() 
Soonda, and thence ,acros~ the country, -towards 

.. The orange standard' o(the Mahrattas. This colour, as 
ftheady mentioned~ is sacred to Mahdeo, and the Bag .carried 
religious 'Bit we11 as Jm11tary feeling alODg" with it. 
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the opposite, coast. The party of Raja Ram o~ 
this occasion, consisted of twenty-five persons, and 
amongst them are found the names of Prillha,d 
Neerajee, Suntajee Ghorepuray, Dhunnajee Ja
dow, and Khundee Rao Dhabaray. Although the 
plan was well concerted, Aurungzebe got intelli. 
gence of the Raja's flight, and immediate orders 
were sent to ~asim Khan, Foujdat: in th~ Beejapoor 
parnhtic, to intercept him. Similar orders "Xere 
transmitted by Kasim Khan to his _ friends, and 
Raja Ram was in great jeopardy in the neigh
bourhood of Bangalore, where the slig~t circum. 
stance of having his feet washed by a servant, first 
.attracted, attention. The wary observation of 
Khundoo Bullal dIscovered ,that there was a plan 
for arresting the whole party, and to disappoint 
the scheme, Khundoo. Bullal with the majority of 
the party, remained cook41g their victuals, 'whilst 
Raja Ram, Suntajee Ghorepuray, amI Dhunnajee 
Jadow went off by one route, and Prillhad N eerajee 
with Khimdee Rao Dhabaray travelled by another' .. 

Khundoo Bullal and his companions were taken, 
.as had been foreseen: they were examined, con .. 
fined, and beaten to E!xtort confession, but. on. their 
firmly persisting in a preconcerted _ story, and 
denying all knowledge, of any fugitives from Mah • 
. arashtra, they were released, ~ and finally joined 
-Raja" Ram, .. who, with the-~ others, had reached 
Ginjee in safety. 
\Jhe first news they heard. from Mah~rashtra" 

~as the death of Mahadajee ~aik, the Senaputtee: 
thjs _~vent, although it dtsconcerted their meas1l!e~ 
for the time, was, fortunate for the Mahratta cause, . , 

YOLo I. :B B 
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as it hrougn~ Suntajee Ghorepuray into immediate 
power, an officer of' much, greater ability and enter ... 
prize0 

The primary care of Raja Ram was to establish 
a court on the plan of' his father, which, though at 
first little morc,than nominal, was of much import .. 
ance in giving consequence to hiS'party. 

The Purdhans n9w appointed were as follow: 
lst",Neeloo Punt Moreishwur, Peishwa; 2d, Jenar
dm Punt Hunwuntay, Amat; Sd, Shunkrajee 
Mulhar, Suchew; 4th, Ramchundur Trimbuck 
Poonday,-- Muntree; Sth. Suntajee Ghorepuray, 
Senaputtee; 6th, Mahadajee Gudadhur, Somunt; 
7th, Neerajee RQwjee, Nyadeish; 8th, Sreekur. 
achp.rya,_ Pundit Rao. 
,-Tp~ appointment of peishwa having been pre
viously filled, and Prillhad, Neerajee. continuing 
the soul of their caU$e, a new rank was instituted 
which raised him abov~ the Purdhans, by the title of 
Pritee N eednee, literally meaning the likeness or 
representative of the, Raja himself;] Although 
Prillhad Neerajee was fond of titles and show, a 
~aste which he proba\lly acquired when envoy on 
the part of Sivajee at the court of Golcondah, the 
dignity conferred upon him was entirely unsolicit
ed. S aO ee Ghore u .y, now ,the oldest repre
senta iv~ of the Kapsee family, besides the rank: 
of Senaputtee, was further dignified with some ad
ditions to his hereditary titles, and styled Hindoo 
R~d Mumlukut-Mudai lIe was also intrusted 
with 1\ new standard called the. Jurec -Putka, or 
~G.olden 'Pennon; and in imitation of the· Imperial' 
,officer$- of'- the highest rank; be was authorized to 



RAJA 'RAM. 

beat the nobut or large drum, and assume various 
other insignia. Dhunnajee Jadow got the titl~ of 
Jeysing Rao, and in consequence of the demise of 
Mahadajee Naik, both Suntajee and Dhunnajee 
were -sent back to Maharashtra "to collect men 
and plunder the Moghuls.~' • 

Raja Ram was formally seated on the throne f, 
and the: new court began to exercise all the forms 
of g<Jvernment. Gold bangle~ clothes; shawls, 
and letters announcing the event, were secretly 
forwarded, and pompously presented to aU the 
principal Hindoos throughout Maharashtra t, and 
what is very remarkable, Enams, Iagheers, &e. in 
the Mahratta country, then in actual possession of 
the Moghuls, and places which never had belonged 
to his predecessors were profusely bestowed, but 
few of them were confirmed § by Raja Ram, or 
Shao, after they had obtained control over the 
territory which the Raja thus pretended to alienate. 
Unsubstantial, however, as such gifts were, they 
had the effect of strengthening his cause, of keeping 

• Mahratta. MSS. 
t Some of the Mahrattas, 'jealous of the nght of the elder 

branch~ do not admit that Raja Ram ever sat on the throne. 
1'bey Bay that he sat on the Gadee, or cushlOn, merely as re
gent, holding tbe powers of the state in trust' for his nepheW', 
Shao, then a prisoner in the Moghul camp. 

t Mahratta MSS. Khafee Khan. 
_ § In the ,course of my official duties, after the late eOJl9uest 

of Mabarashtra, I have had some of these very deeds, which 
neither Raja Ram, nor any or his successors admitted, pr~
sented, in hopes that they would be r!;cogmsed by the ~ritili1h 

) 

government. 
B B 2 
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alive an.interest in it, and of drawing numbers of 
persons to Ginjee. 

Arungzebe, as soon as he heard -of these 
1~9~: proceedings, detached Zoolfikar Khan -with 

a large 'army into the Carnatic, vainly 
hoping that he would' be able to strike off this .last 
head of the Mahratta power; but the hydra 'had 
-lost none of its vigour; parties under the name of 
,M,ahrattas, though they may have been discharged 
horsemen from Beejapoor and Golcondah, were 
this ,season plundering at N assuck, Bheer, and 
.Beder at the same time; whilst hundreds of horse, 
that had shared in the campaigns of Sivajee, were 
flocking to Suntajee Ghorepuray and Dhunnajee 
.J adow, the oldest and most popular leaders among 
them. The want of funds was ,greatly feltby,Sun.. 
tajee in his ~ttempts to organize a force on the old 
.system, which he never was ~ble fully to effect, but 
Ramchundur Punt ga,-e him every aid in hispower." 

... In,the exposed'state of the Payeen Ghaut, as 
,Prillhaa N eerajee considered that Suntajee and 
Dhunnajee could give more effectual aid to Ginjee 
by remainmg in Mahara~htra, he engaged a Maho
medan officer, formerly in the service of B~ejapoo!, 
~to attempt some opposition on the approach ,'of the 
,Moghuls. The attempt was.made, although, un
successfully, and the officer'in question afterwards 
joined the Moghuls. 

'In Zoolfikar Khan's ar,my there were a number 
of'Mahrattas, both in the cavalryand)nfantry. In 

.. Mahratta MSS. 
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tbe latter were the same body of Mawulees that 
had assisted in the capture of Raigurh·, and 
among the former there were two of the relations 
of Raja Ram, GunTJajee and Ranoojee Sirkay,· 
who having deserted to the Moghuls when Annajee 
Dutto was. executed, had attained commands, and 
were esteemed good officers. The second in COIn· 

mand to Zoolfikar Khan in thi-s asmy, was Daood 
Khan Punnee t, a Deccan officer of some repute~ 
but notoriously addicted to drinking. The fort of 
Ginjee consists of several contiguous hills, strongly 
fortified, and is many miles in circumference. The 
MoghuIs never. considered an army capable to un
dertake a regular siege, unless sufficiently large 
to surround the place invested, and completely ob. 
struct communication. Zoolfikar Khan, finding 
his..force inadequate for this purpose, after he had 
~ommenced some works, represented that a re-in. 
forcement was n~ce~sary, and until, it should arrive,. 
~e left a detachment at Ginjee, and undertook ~n 
expedition to the southward, where he levied CQD

tributions both from the Rajas of Tanjore ~nd 
Trichinopoly. 

But this requisition for troops was not immedi
ately complied with; the Deccan was far from being 

'*' By the proceedIngS of a Punchayet respecting" the Desh
mookhee ofWaee, durmg the early part of the reign of Shao, 
which may be considered a very authentic and u~eful ,manu'"' 
scrIpt, and is now in possession of the Hmdoo Deshmookh" 
it appears, that PeesaJ, the Mawulee commander,- came over 
to Raja Ram, during the siege of Gmgee, but falling after
wards in obtaining all he wished, again rejoined Aurun,gzebe, 
and became a MUlLsulman. to gain hIS end. • 

t I believe he was the an~stor of the Nabob of Kurnoul, 
B B 3 
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in that state which made it ~asy for Aurungzebe. to 
spare large re~inforcements, Wlthout running great 
risk of having the whole country in a state of in
surrection. The depredations of the N aik of Wak
inkerah had become so troublesome, that an army, 
under the prince Kaum Bukhsh and Rob Oolah 
Khan, was ordered to destroy his town; but they 
were obliged to I;?esiege it, and came ill-prepared 
to overcome the defence which was maintained 
against them ... 

\].amcIiundur Punt was as useful in Ma-
1~~. harastra, as the Pritee Needhee at Ginjee; 

he had an excellent second in Puresbtam 
Trimbuck, who used great exertions in restoring 
the arrangements of the forts, and giving spirit and 
~eal to. the garrisons. Ramchundur moved front 
place to place, but fixed hi~ principal residence at 
Satara.J where by the aid of his head carcoon, 
Shunkrajee Natrain Gaudekur, he not only attend., 
ed to every military disposition, but regulated the 
revenue, and established some order in the coun. 
try. He had raised troops of his own, and 
llad cut off several straggling parties of the Mo
ghuls, before Suntajee and Dhunnajee returned; 
'but when they joined him, Ramchundur proposed 
a plan for surprising the Fpujdar at Waee, to which 
Suntajee, greatly pleased t, immediately consented, 
took the Foujdar with all his troops prisoners, an£! 
es~ab1.iShed 'Q Mahratta Thanna in the place. l!he 

'*, Khafee Khan, and Scott's Deccan. 
t It! is not known what was the stratagem proposed whicn 

pleaseCl Suntajee so much. and which he executed so success~ 
~~f. 
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mere presence of Sunt~jee and Phunnajee anunat .. 
ed Ramchundur's followers, and h~ incited his com .. 
pIanders to follow their example. He sen~ them 
out 'to make their established colle~tions; a~ th~ 
Chouth and Sur~eshm.ookhee were termed; from the 
Moghul territory nand as they became encouraged 
by success, his officers added a. third contribution,. 
for themselves, under the head .Df Gkas-dana or 
forage-money. tIn this manner a distinct army was 
raised, of which the principal leaders weJ;e Powar, 
Thorat and Atowlay.. The commanders received 
honorary presents and rewards from court, the title 
of Wiswas Rao was conferred on Powar, Dinkel 
Rao on Thorat, and Shumsher Buhadur on Atowlay. 
Ramchundut was particularly partial to the Man. 
ratta. dkungws, or shepherds, a great number of 
whom served a';llong his troops, and :Qlany of the 
ancestors of those who afterwards became great 
chiefs in the empirel began theit, career und~r 
Ramchundur Punt..J 

Shunkrajee Narrain,. hitherto known as an able 
carcoon, had received charge of the Waee district,. 
and had retaken Rajgurb,. WhlChJl after the fall of 
Raigurh, had been surrendered to- the Moghuls.. A 
still more important ~ervice was performed by Pu .. 
reshtam Trimbuck, who surpri5ed and retook Pa
nalla. 

Suntajee l1eaded another attack on the Moghul 
officer stationed near Merich,. against whom ,he was 
as successful as at Waee, and Ramchundur, in con
sequence" by virtue ot the powers. vested In him, 
gave him a grant .(;)f the Deshmoo~hee of l\}erich. 
As soon as SuntaJee and DhunnaJee had colle.tted 

B B 4 
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a sufficient body o'f troops, mindful of their object 
of effecting a diversion in favour 'of Ginjee, they 
made their appearance on the banks of the Goda
very, which was the only part of the country, where 
scarcity, from one cause or other, did not prevail. 
They there plundered and destroyed every thing, 
and cut off several of the Moghul convoys coming 
from Hindoostan. Parties were soon sent against 
them; but Aurungzebe found that he had not or
dmary freebooters to suppress; instead of fleeing 
from his detachments, they defeated three of them 
successively, took the commander each yme priso
ner, and, according to a rule invariably observed 
by Sun,tajee, exacted a large ransom before' they 
would grant their release. This system was ac
cording to Sivajee's general rule, but contrary to 
his pra,ctic~; for he took a pride in releasing great 
men, although he always made what he could by 
the middling class of prisoners. Suntajee conform
ed to Sivajee's discipline as far as was practicable, 
and was particular in obtaining security for the good 
conduct of his followers, always preferring Mah
ratta Wutundars to any other class of men. Dhun
najee JadQw was not so strict nor so good an officer 
as Suntajee, but he was a more popular leader. • 

Whilst they were thus spreading their 
t6~. ravages to the northward, Aurungzebe 

shifted his encampment on the banks' of the 
Beema, apparently undecided with r~spe~t· to his 
future operations. He at last resolved to support 
Zoolfikar Khan, and, at all events, reduce Ginjee. 

• Ma\lratta MSS., partly confirmed by Khafee Khan and 
Sco~w 'Deccan. 
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The prince Kaum Bukhsh, under the guidance of 
the prime minister, Assud Khan, was destined for 
this service. He was directed to leave Roh Oollah 
Khan at Wakinkerah, the siege of which was after
wards abandoned, and move on the route to Gin
jee, where he was soon joined by Assud Khan with 
a large army. On approaching the Payeen Ghaut 
parties of horse made their appearance, and by 
skirmishing delayed their advance, but they final. 
ly sat down before the place and invested it. 

\.Zoolfikar Khan, on being deprived of the 
i~~. c;pmmand by the arrival of the prince, was ex-

ceedingly mortified, and even Assud Khan, 
after the late success of his son at Raigurh, consi
dered the supercession unjust on the part'ofthe em
peror;ParticuIarly as it was well known that it had 
been brought about"by Joudpooree "'., the prince's 
mother, and the favourite wife of Aurungzebe. 
\!he Mahratta ministers, who, like all Bramins, 

are ever on the watch for such opportunites, speedi
ly turned this jealousy, which they foresaw would 
prove reciprocal, to their own advantage. They 
courted both, but they' :6.rst gained Zoolfikar Khan, 
who ~ntered into a secret compact with Raja Ram 
forthe pUrpose of obstructing' the prince's measures, 
which he did, either by thwarting his plans, where 
the execution depended on himself, or by preparing 

• I had fallen into the mistake of my predecessors, by wri. 
ting the name Oudepooree i but I learn4 from my friend -MajOj 
Tod, the best authority for information respecting the Rajpoots, 
that she was not a princess of Oudepoor, but of Kishengurh, a 
mino! division of Joudpoor; and that the name, b~ which she 
was known, was Joudpooree. 
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the besieged to counteract every intended oper
atiOI). ~ 

The emperor, probably conceiving that his army 
must draw the Mahrattas southward, lmoved to 
Gulgulla t; but, Ghorepuray still continued to the 
northward, and Ramchundur's parties levied -con
tributions as far east as Sholapoor. ~ Aurungzebe, 
finding his feint unsuccessful, brought back his un .. 
wieldy host to Brimhapooree, on the Beema, be. 

'low Puuderpoor, where he established his principal 
depot, and built a cantonment, in which he held 
bis court; and from that point, the operations of 
his armies, and the affairs of ~s empire, were di
rected for several years. § 

The Portuguese about this time had fallen 
1~;:;. under his displeasure, and war was waged 

against them in every part where they had 
settlements in India. Great cruelties were exer
cised on the defenceless inhabitants subject to that 
nation in the northern Concan If,. but numbers found 
an asylum in their forts of Damaun and Bassein;, 
at last, the Moghul courtiers, bribed by the vice
roy at Goa, represented tbe ,advantage of making 
peace with the Portuguese, for the purpose of pro
curing call1'1on in order to reduce the Mahratta 
forts; ~ sure way to carry th~eit point, as 'the em ... 

• Mahratta MSS. 
t Khaf.ee Khan. Scott's Deccan. 
:I: Mairratta MSS. 
f Mahratta MSS. Original papers. Khafee Khan. Scott", 

Deccan. 
It From local usage on the west of India, w~ are in the habit 

or applying..the designations or northern and soutnem Concan' 
to the'(!oncan north and louth of Bombay. 

,\ 
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peror's age and imbecility had become apparent, 
and to flatter his favourite scheme rendered even 
the wily Aurungzebe,. the dupe of that despicable 
deceit and artifice, which he had all his life prac
tised on others. A like means was used to pacify 
him with regard to the English. The ravages of the 
pirates continued; and as the MoghulS' always con
cluded that one or both the English East India 
Companies were engaged in these:depredations, the 
emperor, although a considerable revenue Was de
rived from the customs on their trade, would have 
driven them from the coast, had they not been pro-

tected by t~e fort of Bombay; which, de
t6~. fended by their artillery, was considered 

impregnable. One capture, that of the 
Gunj-Suwaee, the largest of the Moghul ships, 
proceeding from Surat to Mocha with many pil
grims as passengers, gave particular offence, and 
'occasioned the seizure·of the chief at Surat, with. 
several other Englis:h~en, who were, impriS'oned for 
a considerable period, until the affait was adjusted. 
Un the mean time, years had been already wasted 

before Ginjee. Suntajee Ghorepuray, after com .. 
mitting gr~at havoc, and defeatipg or eluding all 
that were opposed to him in Maharashtra, left two 
active officers,. Pursojee Bhonslay·, and Hybut 
Rao Nimbalkur, both of whom had served D.nder 
Sivajee, to give sphj.t to the :Mahrattas in. Gung
tliuree and Berar. With an army of upwards of 

* He was originally a common SlUidar, and. a Wutundar of 
the village of Dewoor, near Satara, where he was Jlorn. This 
person was the ancestor ot" the Rajas of Nagp~ In one 

- manuscript, he ~ .said to have beeD a natIve of the ~ge of 
Hinl!unberdee. near-Poona. -
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twenty thousand horse; Suntajee passed to the west 
of the grand camp by the Satara road, pushed on 
towards the Carnaticjjand as soon as he got within 
a cel tain distance of Ginjee, detached about one 
third of.his troops, under Dhunnajee Jadow, who, 
making rapid marches, brought the first news of' 
his approach, by attacking some of the Moghul 
posts in the neighbourhood of the fort. Orders 
were immediately issued to the different small dl
;visIOns to concentrate and form larger bodies to 
the right and left; but the ~oghuls, always slo~ 
to obey, were not aware of the activity of' the 
horse that now attacked them, whilst Dhunnajee, 
assisted both by troops and signals from the fort, 
cut in-upon them and did great' execution before 
the mal1reuvre ordered could be executed.'" 

Suntajee Gl,1orepuray, with less haste, brought on 
the main body of Mahrattas. Upon his arrival at 
~ovrepauk he was .opposed by the Foujdar, Ali 
Murdan Khan, with a considerable army" but the 
;Foujdar was speedIly routed, the whole of his bag
gage and camp-equipage plundered, and he him
self, on his flight towards the camp at Ginjee, was 
overtaken, made prisoner, and released for a high 
ransom. , 

The victorious Mahrattas, with' their usual ac .. 
tivity when successful, beat in the Moghul outposts 
in ev.ery direction; destroyed their foragers,' and 
so completely cut off their communications, iliat 
neither supplies nor intelligence could reach #Iem. 
"RepOl1:s of the emperor,'s _ illness and death were 
industriously circulated by the Mahrattas, who 

~tt'B Deccan. J{hafee Khan. Mahratta MSS. 
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then made overtures to Kaum Bukhsh, and pro
posed to make' him empero.LJ The prince either 
listened to their proposals, or, at all events, Assud 
Khan, and his son, affected to believe that he did, 
and they determined on placing him under 're_ 
straint. The Mahrattas, apprized of what was 
going forward, taking advantage of the bustle and 
dissension, which the circumstance naturaI1y creat
ed in the Moghul camp, attacked and harassed tllem 
with additional vigour~rhe personal troops of 
Kaum Bukhsh refused to fight, aU became alarm 
and uproar; at last the Moghuls burst their cannon, 
abandoned . their batteries, and were in turn be
sieged in their lines. 
\... Whilst in thiS" situation, and in great distress for 

supplies, ,a truce was .proposed; from which party 
it originated seems uncertain!j but the probability 
is, that it came from the Moghuls; 'an agreement, 
however, .was concluded between Assud Khan 
and Suntajee. The Moghuls were to be permitted 
to retire to Wandewash unmolested, and to remain 
until Assud Khan should receive a reply from the 
emperor, . according to which, it was stipulated 
that he should abide.· 
Uurungzebe, foreseeing all the consequences Qf 

this ill-advised proceeding; immediately ordered 
Assud Khan and the prince. to the presence" moved 
w.ith'the grand camp to Beejapoor, and directed 
Zoolfikar Khan to prosecute the wa~ 

But the s~ege of Ginjee.was notimmediately_re .. 
newed. The Mahrattas were accuse~ of not having 

,,_ Scou's Deccan. MahJ;atta MSS. 
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observed the truce, because they attempted to cut 
'Off a convoy of provisions which the Foujdar of 
car.t.Iitic Beejapoor was escorting to camp, and 
which he saved by throwing himself into Covre: 
pauk. Their having Ietaken Permacoil, and se
veral other forts,. was still less justifiable; and 
Zoolfikar Khan, in order to recover these places, 
and punish the violation of the agreement, marched 
to the southward, and repossessed himself of the 
forts. Continuing his mar.ch, he entered into an 
alliance with, the Raja of Trichinopoly, and obliged 
the Raja of Tanjore, one.of the sons of Venkajee. 
to l'~store several places wrested lfrom the latter, 
and to pay a considerable contribution to himself; 
after this arrangement Zoolfikar Khan recrossed the 
Coleroon and again sat down before Ginjee.· 

The clandestine intercourse was still carried on 
with Raja Rain t; and it is not improbable, from 
his desire to protract the siege, that ZoolEkar Khan, 
upon the demise of the emperor, may have had 
designs of ultimately establishing an independent 
government in the Carnatic for himself.. 

During Zooltikar Khan's absence -in Tanjore, 
Suntajee Ghorepuray laid waste the Beejapoot <;ar
natic. To punish his depredations, a considerable 
force was seht off from Beejapoor under different 
leaders, and being joined by Kasim Khan~ Foujdar 
of ~~ province, the whole wereabout to. march 
in quest of Suntajee; but their advanced tents had 
scarcely been pitched when his troops attacked and 
destroyed the guard, and the Mahrattas were' flying 

II<-

.. ScottW
, Deccan. t Mahratta MSS. 
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about the main body on all sides, before the great 
men had time to C'd.parison and mount their ele
phants • 

• Kasim Khan's authority did not extend beyond his 
own troops; the other leaders, as Tash as they were 
destitute of resource, followed their ,own plans, and 
each body fought or defended itself as it best could; 
while the l\iahtattas, profiting by their distraction, 
never ceased harassing them, charging and firing 
upon them by day, and rocketing them by night. 
At last, the Moghuls on the third day sought shel .. 
ter under the walls of the gurhee of Dodairee. 
There was a small, quantity of provisions in the 
place, which, though sold by the Banians from 
the top of the walls, at an enormous price,. was 
soon exhausted. This state of privation became 
intolerable, but they were beaten troops bad! y 
commanded, and could not try, by a brave effort, 
to save themselves. An attempt was made to rescue 
them, but Suntajee attacked and defeated the 
party coming to their relief, whilst it was still at 
a distance, so that the' despairing men heard no. 
thing of the effort. In this situation the Mogbul 
officers surrendered. Kasim Khan' had served with 
reputation: he did not survive the disgrace, qut 
took poison and died. The other officers, besides 
being stripped, had to pay a large ransom for their 
release. and on their return to the imperial camp, 
they were div~ted of their honors, and appointed 
to distant and inferiol: commands. "* I 

Himmut Khan" the .officer wh() had made the 

* Khafee Khan and Mahratta MSS.i partly confirmed by 
Scott's Deccan. 
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unsuccessful.attempt to relieve Dodairee and the 
son of "Khan Jehan Buhadu~ being at his own 
request, re-enforced from the grand camp by an 
army sufficient to cope with the Mahrattas, pro
ceeded in search of Suntajee •. He was soon found. 
The Mahrattas, on being vigorously charged on 
the plain, fled, ftnd Himmut Khan pUf-sued the 
fugitives, untll they had, according to Mahratta 
custom, drawn him into difficult and broken ground, 
when they turned round, attacked in their usual 
desultory manner, killed Himmut Khan, totally 
defeated his army, and plundered his baggage. 

Suntajee retiring towards Ginjee, was attacked 
by Zoolfikar Khan, and pursued to a considerable 
distance. When the latter turnE'd to resume the 
siege, Suntajee attended him a march'in the rear.· 
This manreuvre is not unusual with Mahrattas; in 
the instance alluded to, however, the pursuit was 
probably a mere feint, as an intimacy subsisted be
tween Zoolfikar Khan and Suntajee, which there is 
some reason for suspecting that the rivals of the lat. 
ter :;tfterwards misrepresented to his prejudice. 

At Ginjee the s~me languid . operations 
:6:i", continued, and the siege at this time, would 

probably have been bloodless, but for the 
inebriety of Daood Khan, Zoolfikar Khan's lieu. 
tenant, who, when intOXIcated, always turned out 
his·men to storm the fort and exterminate the infi. 
dels t;, these fits, only produced frequent skirmishes, 
but the conduct ,of Zoolfikar Khan, having at last 
arou.sed ,the suspicion/_of the emperor, the Khan 

"". Khafee.Khl\n. Scott's_Deccan. Mahratta MSS. 
t Wilks. 
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was privately warned by his friends, that unless he 
speedily effected the reduction of Ginjee, ap.d the 
capture of all the principal people, no influence 
could save him from disgrace and ruin. This. in .. 
formation the Moghul general communicated to 
Raja Ram, and as he was now obliged to press the 
siege, he connived at a plan for the Raja'S escape" 
through his relations the Sirkays, who agreed to 
convey him safe to Vishalgurh, to take charge of 
his family, and to join him themselves on the first 
opportunity, provided they received certain here .. 
ditary rights, and the town of Dabul in the Con ... 
can, in Enam. All these conditions being settled, 
Raja Ram, by the assistance of the SlI'kays; 'es ... 
caped through the Moghul lines, and reached 
Vellore, where he was received by Mannajee Mo-. 
ray the commandant. • 

After remaining there a short time he set oft 
with his conductors for Vishalgurh, where he safely 

arrived in December. Ginjee was taken 
1~-;;. eally in January. It was carried byescal .. 

ade t, and the wives .and family of Raja. 
Ram, who had joined hilI\ from Rajapoor by se~ 
were, as preconcerted, made over to the Sirkays 
as their relations, which Zoolfikar Khan permitted 
on the Sirkays making a public representation of 
the loss of honour they should sustain, in case of 
their female relations being exposed unveiled, or 
given in charge to persons of another cast. .They 
were shortly after conveyed to Maharashtra. 

Zoolfikar Khan ordered many ()f Raja Ram's 

it Mahratta MSS ; and EnglIsh Records. 
t Khafee Khan, and Scott's Deccan. 
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people into perpetual confinement; and although 
he had acted this deceitful part,. to screen his trea .. 
chery from the emperor, many were executed as 
plupderers and insnrgents; amongst others, Naroo 
Prillhad, the son oiJ.lrillhad Neerajee" $l1ffered as a 
rebeL The Pritee. Needhee had died previous to 
the fall of Ginjee. ~ 

During the 'preceding yearp the main body of 
the 'Mahr¥ta£ did little against the com mUll 

enemy.. Dissensions had. fOT some time pre.. 
vailed between Suntaje.e "and Dhunnajee; but 
by the judicious £.ounse! of the late Pritee Needee,. 
t.he Raja bad loog remained neutral in their 
qua1-rel;' ind thus prevented an open rupture. 
But after the 'death f of Prill had N eerajee, Raja 
Ram had 00 such prudent monitor. He .bad 10r 
some time smothered his jealousy ofSuntajee Ghore-r. 
puray, which now uncontroled, and worked upon 
by others, gave Ghorepuray an enemy where he hact 
the- best right tOo expect a protector, and Dhunna
jt!e Jadow, encooraged by 'the Raja, raised a strong 
faciiQn against him. Nor did Aurungzebe neglect 
SJ) favorable· aQ Opportumlyof practising his favor .. 
ite} polky of ereating divisioD among his enemies J 
ie had emissaries. amomg the Ma.hrattas,. who. fC).. 
:anentw their· jealousies, 'and kept him informed 
'of' aU that passed.. 

S~tajll€f!J arm; 'Was corrupted, and he,had but 
jn..~t time to 'escape with a few followers from :l com.~ 
bined attack made UpOll him by -a part of. his OWDI 
and DlullI\najee J adaw's troops. This sedition hap
pened in the, ~i,~bQlI1.hooi ~Beejapoo.ll t, parties 

.. Mahrfttta MSS, t KhaCee Khan .. 
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were sent in putsuit of Suntaj~ whilst the main 
body of the 1.1ahrattas separated. One balf accom
panied Dhurlnajee Jadow into the CarnaQc, where 
Zoolfibr Khan had lately been exerting himself 
with great success against the smaller detachments 
of the Mahrattas, and was very anxious to possess 
Vellorf'., which he thought would effectually sup
press their power in that quartet_ The other half 
of the Mahratta army marched to join the Raja. 
at Satara, :which, at the recommendation of Ram· 
chundut Punt, became the seat of government. .. 

J enardin Punt having died, the office of Amat 
was. restored to Ramchundur Punt, from which hE! 
had been removed by Sivajee, in 1676, tom(1k!. 
room for Rugonath Punt Hunwuntay': his late ser .. 
l'ices eminently entitled him to high honour and re
ward, and his principal carcoori, Shunkrajee Narrain 
Gaudekur, was raised to the rank of Suchew, which 
office had become vacant by the retirement of 
Shunkrajee Mulhar to Benares, during the siege of 
Ginjee. The appointment of the new Suche~ dis
pleased Pureshram Trimbuck, who conceived his. 
claims to that honour greater than those of Shunk", 
rajee Narrain. 

Timmojee Rugonath - Hunwuntay, the ~n or 
the late Jenardin Punt, having eff~cted his escape 
from priSon at Ginjee, in a very dexterous mannett 
rejoined Raja Ram. by whom, in consequence of 
his family pretensions and supposed talents, he' 
was raised to the rank of Pritee Needhee. 

• Mamitta Mss. 
c c !! 
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1 Seedojee Gooju" whQ died about this period, had 
~been engaged in ~onstant warfare with the Seedee, 
and with. various suc~ess; bpt, by the activity of 
KanhojeeAugria, the Mahrattafleet had made many 
if.aluable prizes. Vessels pi' all nations w#!re attack. 
~d; repeated descents wer~ made along the coast; 
a.nd few of the defenceless merqantile to.wns,. from 
Travancore to Bombay, escaped a visit from these 
Jiepredators. The Mahrattas contJnued in posses
.sian 9£ most, of their fort& on'the coast; ,they had 
marjtime depots at Severndroog and Viziadroog" 
put th~ principal rendezvous of their fleet con
tinue,d, as m the time of Sivajee, at Kolabah.· 
)'he-. &£wpnts, D~sbmookhs of' Waree, when theIr 
districts wer;e not. ove,rrun by the Moghuls, ad
hered tq Raja Ram, ~ut the Dessaye of Carwar 
pontinued independent, and, as usual under such 
~ircu~stances, assumed the titleof Raja. 

Suntajee Ghorepuray, who1Jl we left, pursued by 
'Pli-rties -of his enemies, was hunted ,from place to 
place, and had hitherto foiled them all; but N ago-, 
jee Manay, Deshmookh of Muswar~ stimulated by 
pJlvate revenge, cOI!ti,I!ue.d the pursuit with unre.., 
lenting perseverance; until, having overtaken Sun., 
tajee i:p th~ act, of ,bathing .in. a small rivulet to 
fEffresh hiJ;llself" at a moment when. ,he thought his 
enemies far behind. though alone, .tired and de
fe,n~elessJ the a~sa~sin rushed down and $lew him 
on the spot. Having severed the head from the bo
dy he bro,ught it to the skirts of the imperial camp: 

* MaJ:tratta MSSJ Bombay Records. 
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-and sent it to Aurungzebe. Nagojee shortly after 
sent a petition for re-admission into the imperial 
.service, which he had entered and quitted in th.e 
same manner as all the hereditary officers and 
Mankurees were in the habit of doing at this pe
riod. A free pardon, high encomium, and additional 
honours were readily bestowed. which proves the 
acceptable service he had rendered by this murder. 
Smitajee Ghorepuray was one of the best officer~ 
of whom tne Mahratta annals can boast, and, his 
eulogy is best recorded, when we say, he was the 
terror of the Moghul detachments for seven years. 

The death of Suntajee, and the atrocity of the 
deed brought back many' of his followers td-a. ~:!use 
~f their own ingratitude. His sons Ranoojee anCJ. 
Peerajee, and his nephew Seedojee, who had fled 
from the army in dread of Dhunnajee, were soon 
rejoined by a number of Suntajee's followers, on 
which they erected their family standard, and began 
to plunder the Moghul territory on their own ac-
.count. .. 

Raja Ram. after IW had remained a short 
t6:9. time at Satara, proceeded with his, army to 

the northward~ where be was joined by Pur
sajee Bhonslay, Hybut Rao Nimbalkur, Neemajee 
Sindia, Atowlay Shumsher Buhadur. and other com .. 

Ii Mabratta MSS.,. and an account of the Gborepuray family If. 
received from the late Jeswunt Rao Ghorepuray, Umeer 
901 Oomrab, which was originally compiled for the ~ate Sir 
Barry Close. I likewise received a history of the Ghotepuray 
famIly, from the late Mr. Thackeray, which I lodged with the 
Literary Society of Bombay • 

.c!cS 



890 HISTORY 0])'" THE MAHRATTAS. 

lnanderswho baa, for some time, been plundering in 
Candeish, Gungthuree, and Berar. The combined 
armies, which now formed a greater force than Si
vajee had ever commanded, procefided under Raja 
Ram, who entered Gungthuree, claiming as his 
estahlished right, the Chouth and Surdeshmookhee. 
All who submitted to the payment of these de. 
mands were protected, and the Moghul garrisons 
that remained passive spectators were not molested, 
but such as made unsuccessful opposition were put 
to the sword. On this occasion the Mahrattas were 
more systematic in their exactions than they before 
had ~ ~;n; where they could not obtain ready mo. 
ney"ifiey took promissory notes from the PateHs, 
according to the practice first introduced by Siva
jee, and in this manner went on, through Nandere, 
Berar, and Candeish. 

When he had nearly completed his tour, Raja 
Ram left Khundee Rao Dhabaray in Buglana, 
Neemajee Sindia ill Candeish, Pursajee Bhonslay 
in Berar, and Hybut Rao Nimbwkur ill Gung .. 
thuree, to collect, what they termed, the outstand. 
ing ,balances due to the Raja. 

PUl'sajee Bhonslay; when appointed to this duty 
in Berar, got the title of Sena Sahib Soobeh, and 
Hybut Rao Nimb'ulkur was styled Sur Lushkuf; 
both these officers received the Juree Putka, or 
Golden Pennon, 'on this occasion. Raja Ram, on his 
tettirn~ attacked Ja-uIna, which he was plundering, 
when the Moghul army came suddenly upon him; 
they ~ttacked Jlnd pursued his troops with a vigOl1f 
and perseveJ'ance to which they had of late seldom 

~ 
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been unaccustotned .; but to a.ccount for their acti
vity on. this occasion,' we most revert to thE; pro
.ceedings of' Zoolfikar Khan -and Aurungzebe. 

In. the Camatic, affairs under Dhunnajee JadQw, 
had pot been prosperous. Z~lfikar Khan. although 
a corrupt ambitous man, was an .active comman
der, and now the only Moghul officet Qf whom 
the Mahwtas ~tood in !lIlY awe. Hc# had tepe*t
edIy .defeated Dh1lIl9ajee. wben the emperor. heaJ;
ing of the march of Raja Ram, sent express orders 
for Zoolfikar Khan to tepair. to the cantonment at 
Btimb.apooree. It was then, determined, in con
sultation with AssUd .Khan, and several of the prin
cipal .officers, to adopt a. new plan of operations, 
hy which, whilst one- army Attacked the Mah
,z'attas in the field, anQther was destined for the 
reduction of their forts. This last the emperor 
xeserved for himself, giving the cQmmand of the 
pursuing,anny to the Prince Bedar Bukh~ the sot'l. 
!Jf Azim Shah, with Zoolfikar Khan as. his lieuten
ant, whose first effort was thc= attack and pursuit 
of Raja. .Ram's army. to which we have just 
a.lluded. 

The emperor's preparation !I being .completed, the 
cantonmertt at Brimhapooree was evacuated, much 
tD the regret of the indolent M:oghul o~cets~ many 
of whom had built excellent houses at that. station. 
A depot was formed under the protection of the 
Gurhee of Machnoor .. which was within the line of 
the cantonment;. and a strong guard_was left. fot its 
protection. Aurungzebe'$ qIarch was nearly d,ue 

-- Mahratta MSS., and original papers, both in Persiu a.4 
Mahratta. 

c c 4 
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'West, and he encamped under the fort of W ussunt
gurh, on the twentieth dayaO;er quitting the Bee
rna. Batteries were erected, and in three days the 
garrison surrendered. The emperor named the fort 
Kuleed,..i.jietilt, or the key of victory, and was much 
pleased by the event. As Panalla had been. 
unsuccessfully attacked by Moiz-ud-deen, the son 
-of Sultan Mauzum, some years before, the Mahrat
tas :were impressed with an idea of its being about 
to be besieged, and directed all their preparations 
towards its defence. But Aurungzebe marched for 
-Satara, a movement wholly unexpected, as the fort 
-was not provisioned for above two months. This 
.neglect was considered a great misfortune, and 
-gave rise to a suspicion, that Ramchundur had pur
posely left it unprovided; of this suspicion Au
rungzebe afterwards took advantage; and when 
Ramchundur, during the siege, was called away to 
Singurh in consequence of the illness .of Raja Ram, 
Au!ungzebe wrote a letter· which fell into the 
hands of Pureshram Trimbuck, and widened a 
breach that had for some time existed between him 
and Ramcbundur Punt. t 

Aurungzebe, on his arrival before Satara, pitched 
his own tents on the north side of the .fort ,on the 
-site of the present village of Kurinja. Azim Shah 
was stationed at a village on the west side, which 
has .since retained the name of Shapoor. _ Shirzee 
Khan' ;nvested the south side, and Turbeeut Khan 
occupied the eastern quarter; chains of posts be. 

* 'Copy of the original, in possession of the Raja of Kola
-poor. 

t Mahratta MSS. 
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tween the different -camps effedually secured the 
blockade. The fort of Satara occupies the summit 
of a hill of moderate height, but very steep; its 
defences consist of a scarp' of upwards of forty 
feet in perpendicular black rock, on the top of 
which 'there is a stone wall. It was defended by 
Pryagjee Purvoe, Havildar, who hau been reared 
in the service of Sivajee. He vigorously opposed 
the Moghuls, and disputed every foot of ground 
as they pushed forward their advanced posts. As 
soon as they began to gain any part of the hill he 
wlthdrew his troops into the fort, and rolled down 
huge stones from the rqck above, 'Which dId great 
execution, and until they could throw up cover, 
were as destructive as artillery. The blockade, 
however, was complete, no .communication could 
be held with tile country, and as the small stock 
of grain in the garrison was soon exhausted, the 
besieged must have been compelled to surrender; 
but Pureshram Trimbuck, who had thrown himself 
into tpe fort of Purlee, purchased the connivance 
of .Azim Shah, and conveyed provisions to the be
sieged.· 

The divIsions on the west and south faces erect .. 
ed batteries,. but the grand, attack was directed 
against the north .. east angle, ' whICh assumes nearly 
the shape of a tower, and is one of the strongest 
point.';: the rock *being forty .. two feet high, and 
the bastion, now on the top of It, consists of 
twenty-five feet of, masonry, making a total, height 
-of sixty-seven feet. 

,. Mahratt<1 MSS. 
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Turbeeut Khan undertook to mine this 
~;o. angle, and at the end of four months and 

a half had completed two mines. So con
fident were the Mogbuls of sncces.~ that the storm. 
ing party was ready formed, but concealed,.. as 
much as possible, under the brow of the hill, from 
the view of the garrison. Aurungzebe was in .. 
vited to view the spectacle, and a stratagem was 
.formed to dtaw all the garrison ~owards the bas
tion, by the emperor's moving off from that side 
in' grand procession, so that when the match VIas 
ready to be :applied, hundreds of the Mahrattas, 
a.ttractedl by his spI endid retinue, crowded to the 
rampart, and amongst lJihets Pryagjee the com .. 
mandant. The first mine was tired, it burst several 
nssures in the rock, and occasioned :so violent a 
concussion, that a great part! of the masonry wa$ 
thrown inwards, and crushed many of the garrison 
in its'ruins. The storming party, in their eager
ness, advanced nearer:; the match was applied. to 
the tdill of the secopd and larger mine, bu4 being 
improperly constructed, it burst outward,s, with. a 
meadfhI explosion, and upwards of two thousand 
of the Moghuls are said to .have been destroyed on 
.the spot. Pryagjee, the Mahratta <:ommandant, 
was buried in the ruins. by the tirst explosion, close 
to a temple dedicated tp .the goddess Bhowane.e, 
but was afterwards dug out alive. His escape was 
co~~idered a happy omen. and under other circum. 
stanc~ might have been of Pluch consequence in 
aI!imating the Hindoo garrison to prolong ~he de. 
f~nce, but Azim Shah could no longer be jndu~ed 
to connive at the transport of the grain; proposals 
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.for sUlTendering were therefore made through him, 
and the honor 6f the capture, which he so ilI
merited, was not only assigned to hi~ hut the 
place received his name, and was called by the em
peror Azim Tara. 

Satara surrendered about''tbe middle of April, 
and Purlee was immediately invested; the siege 
lasted till the beginning of J Wle, when, after a 
good defence, the garrison evacuated it. The 
south-west monsoon having set iu with all its usual 
violence, the Moghul army, from a total want of 
arrangement, was exposed to considerable distress 
.and hardship before the camp could-be moved to a 
distance from the hills. After much loss, both of 
baggage and of lives, the army reached Kowaus
poor, on the banks of the :Maun, where the rains 
1lre comparatively light.. • I. 

In the meantime a great change bad taken place 
.in the Mahratta· government. Raja Ram, when 
the Punt Amat was called to see him, had just re
turned from J aulna, having experienced a long 
and fatiguing pursuit from Zoolfikar Khan.. He 
was suffering from a spitting of.blood and·.inflam
mation of the lungs, brought on by violent exertion 
during this retreat. Mter lingering about thirty 
days, bis illness proved mortal: he expired in the 
fort of Singurb, ~bout the middle of Mw-cb, a 
month before the fall of Satar~t 

The ruin -of Suntajee Ghorepuray is the only 

• Kharee Khan, and Mahratta MSS. 
f Mahratta MSS. Mr. Orme, who is often OD the borders 

o( truth, withollt being rewarded as his research deserved, 
mentiQDa ~is a the manner of Sivajee'a death. 
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crime which stains the memory of Raja Ram. 
But that alone is 'of magnitude, and if we admit 
as an excuse that he was worked upon by the ene
-mies of Sllntajee, the weakness of the man but 
detracts from the virtues of the. prince. He pos
sessed some share of the military enterprize of his 
father, but he had no 'genius for civil'government ; 

(his measures were ab1y directed by Prtllbad Neer
ajee, who appears to have been a very uncommon 
person, and, in hIS total disregard of self:intE~rest, 
is 'aImost a singular instance amongst Bramin 
statesmen. Raja Ram was naturally mild in his 
disposition, addicted to no vices, and was distin .. 
guished by uncommon liberality to his follower~ 

The death of Raja Ram, although the news wa~ 
'received 10 the emperor's camp at Satara with great 
rejoicing, produced no e"ent favourable to the 
SUbjugation of the Mahrattas~ 'l'he Raja left two 
sops: the elder, named Sivajee, by Tara Bye Mo
hitey, was ten years old at the time of' his father's 
death; and the younger, nameCl Sumbhajee, by 
Rajis Bye Ghatgay, was in his third "year. 

Tara Bye, with the assistance of Ramchundtir 
·Punt Amat, Shunkrajee Narrain, and Dhunnajee 
J adow Senaputtee, immediately assumed 'the reins 
of government, 'and her son, Sivajee, having been 
seated on the gadee, or cushion of state, Rajis 
Byep with the general consent, was placed in con:' 
finement, ' 

Timmojee Rugonath being found unfit for 11is 
high station, Pureshrani Tlimbuck was raised by 
Tara Bye to the rank of Pritee Needhee, and re
ceiveu gencl~l charge of all the forts. This pre-
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fer~ent excited much jealousy on the part of 
Ramchundur Punt, who doe~ not appear to have 
been aware that there were suspicions pfhis fidelity;: 
but the decided tone and conduct of. Tara Bye 
obliged hint. to appear reconciled to the me",sure. 
Tara Bye dId not fix her resldence in any fort, but 
m,oved about according to circur,nstances. Dhun
najee Jadow took to the open field:, confining his 
operations to no particular part of the country, he 
spread his p.orse in every quarter and performed 
manY,signal exploits. ,Nimbalkur, Bhonslay, and 
Dhabaray likewise distinguished t!1emselvesJn the 
same manner, whITst Thorat, ,Chowan, Sindia. 
Po war, At9wlay, and various other chie~J headed 
large bodies of trqops in different directions, and 
levied tribute under the various heads of Chouth, . . 
Surdeshmopkhee, and Ghasdan~ * : the last men-
tioned item of G Iiasdana was generally considered 
the personal/t>erquisit~ of the chie£ 

Contrasted with the ,splendour of the Moghul 
camp already described, we may view the horde 
accompanying one of these freebooters :-Diflb-
ent from the organiz..ed bands of Sivajee, but still 
more destn\ctive to a count,ry, an irregular assembly 
of several thousand horseI,Ilcn, united by precon
certed agreement, in some unfi'equent~d part of 
the coun~ry. They set off with little ptovisionJ. no. 
baggage except the blanket on th~ir saddles, and 
no animals but led horses, with bags prepared fOI; 

the reception ()f their plunder.. I( they halted 
during a part of the night, like the. Pindharees o£ 

.. Mahratta MSS. 
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modem times, they slept with their. bridles in their 
hands; if in the daYt whilst the horses were fed 
an~ refreshed, the men reposed with little or no 
shelter from the. scorching heat; excepting such as 
might be occasionally found under a bush or a 
tree; and during that time their swords were laid 
by their sides,. and ,their spears were generally at 
their horses' headS' stuck in the ground; when 
halted on a plain, groups of foar or five might be 
seen stretched on the bare ,earth sound asleep, 
their bodies exposed to 'the noon-day sun, and 
their heads in a clustett undet' the precarious 
shade of a black blanket or tattered, horse~cloth 
extended on the point of their spears. The great 
object of this· class- wa.~ plunder; and the leaders 
and their troops, though they general1y rendered ~ 
partial account to the head' of .the state, dissipated 
or embezzled the- greater part of· their, collections.. 

The Mankurees began to. profess obedience to 
the- descendant of Sivajee~ and sometimes joined 
his standard; but theY' always plundered on their 
own t\ccOnnt when an opportunity offered. The 
Ghorepurays. committed great dev;lstations along 
the- eastern confines of' Maharashtra, from the 
Goda\tery to the' Kistna. The revenues raised by 
the .emperor in tm:' Deccan' had become very i~ 
c()Ilsiderable, and; to support his army and the 
splendonr of his court, he. drew vast: treasures from 
HitldoostaJl; caravans after caravans. Wiere poured 
into the Deccan, - the Mahrattas frequently inter .. 
cepted them, and the imperial troops 011 many. 
occasions behaved in the most dastardly manner. 

The victories and marches of Zoolfikar Khan, 
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as detailed in Persian manuscripts. are scarcely 
credible; but, 011 the testimony of his enemies, he 
isjustly entitled to very great merit for his inde
fatigable exertions, at a. time when so few of the 
Moghul officers discovered the smallest talent or 
energy. Pu.blic virtue was- un~nown amongst 
them, and they were corrupt, slothful, and in
different. One cause of this general debasement 
was the great age and increasing infirmities of the 
emperor, and the character of his sons. The 
prospect was full of troubl~ Alen paused at the 
tbreshold of a period which must open with great 
commotion, and seemed rather ipclined to reserve 
energy for the coming struggle, than to exert 
themselves in the tiresome endless warfare in wInch 
they were engaged. 

- The reign of AllrUDgzebe, however, ,was 
ti~. prolonged beyond all expectation, and the 

old man persevered to the last in his fruitless 
endeavours fA stifle }'lahratta independence. Du
ring the ensuing four years, he was almost entirely 
occupied in the siege of the forts, and in that pe
riod he successively J'educed Pan alIa, Vishalgurh, 
Singurh, Poorundhur,. Rajgurh, and Torna." .Chun. 

dun, W lindun, and PandoogUrb were also tm surrendered to his officers. But in the 
meantime, the Mahrattas multiplied.. In 

17~ they levied contributions. from Surat and Bur
hanpoor, and extended their -operations. ,ev.ery year' 

• -TorDa was escaladed in the night, and carried sword j~ 
hand, by Uman OoIah Khan, the ~mll officer w~o ,particularly 
distinguished himself in these sieges. Khaf'ee· Khan says, all 
the ~est 'of the: forts 'Were obtai."ecl "by Imbing the Killidars. 
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\Jvherever the demanas of Chouth and Surde&b
mookhee were promptly acknowledged, they 

.pits". care(ully refrained from plundering. In 
]705 the emperor received accounts, almost 

at the same time, of their having 'crossed the Ner
buddah ,in great force, and extended their J avages 
to the heart of Malwa; that the whole of Candeish 
and Berar were overrun; and that fifteeen thousand 
Mahrattas had broken. into Guzerat *-, defeated 
the troops of the assembled }"oujdars, and that 
nothing appeared but .slaughtered soldiers, house-
1ess ryots, and the ripened fiel~s in devastation or 
:Bames.) 

On ,this intelligence, great preparations were 
made, Zoolfikar Khan was sent after the body in 
Malwa, Ghazee-ud-deen was appointed SQobehdar 
of Berar, and Azim Shah d~spatched to Ahmed. 
abad to take charge of the government of Guzerat. 
Each had a consIderable army, and it was hoped, 
from the character of the generals, that these 
countries would $oon be cleared. 

But these apparently vigorous efforts of the go ... 
vernmentwere unsubstantial; there was motion and 
bustle, without zeal or efficacy: the empire was un,,) 
wieldy, its system relaxed, and its officers were cor. 
rupt beyond all example. It was inwardly decayed, 
and .t:eady ~o fall to pieces_as much by its own irre
cqyerable weakness, as by the corroding power of 
th¢t Mahrattas, whom, the Mahomedan wars hact 
trained, and their imbecility now allured to th~t pre
datory life to which the 'natives of Maharashtra are 
prone; as yet, however, their plundering hordes 

• Khafee Khan, Scott'. l>eccan, and Mahrattn. MSS. 
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did not comprehend that they' were 'conquerors. 
A general sentiment pervaded the whole body 
of Hindoo population in the 'Mahratta country, 
but it was not so actively excited as to create a 
general union, for a purpose so exalted, as that 
of throwing off a foreign yoke, and vindicating 
their civil and rehglOus hberties. There was a 
common sympathy, but there was no common 
effort; their military spirit was not so much excited 
by patriotism as by plunder, and those who en
joyed greater advantages under the Moghuls, in 
consequence of the struggle, than they were likely 
to do' by the establishment of the independence of 
their country, eagerly desired a continuation of the 
war. 

Many of the Moghul officers, in charge of dis-. 
tricts, were in the pay of both parties, and like
wise wished that the existing confusion might con
tinue. Parties of Mahrattas in the service of the 
Moghuls, met, rioted and feasted with their coun
trymen, and at' parting, or when passing wlthin 
hearing of each other, they used to mock the Ma
homedans by uttering an Ulhumdulillah·, and pray
ing-forlong life.to the glorious AIumgeer.t 

• A common exclamation of the Mahomedans, signifying;. 
" Praise be to God." , 

t Mahratta MSS., and onginal Mahratta and Persian letters .. 
It is unnecessary to acquaint most of my readers, that Alumgeer" 
or "Conqueror of the world," was the title assumed I?y Au ... 
rungzebe on Ius accession, .but I have fol1owed the example of 
my pr~decessors in Deccan history, and have retained hlS,Owu. 
name. 

The follo1V1llg translation,' from an origin!1l Persian Jetter, 
throws cpnsiderable light on the !>tate of the country about this 

VOL. 'I. D D 
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Upon the reduction of Rajgurh and Toma, the 
emperor, after h",1ting'some months near Joonere, 
finally qwtted the neighbourhood of Poona, of 

period. It bears no date, but from several circumstances, 18 

eVIdently written when Aurungzebe was besieging Panalla or 
'VIl>halgurh. It fell into my h~nds, amongs~ several" bundles of 
~rlgmal, Persian l~tters and, papers, b~longing to. a Bramin'. 
faDllly, and I was at some palPs. to ascertain its history. The 
writer of the letter, was a Bramin, who had been very active it) 
assisting the Moghuls to reduce the country In 1688-89. In 
consequence of his serVIces, he had been dIgnified wIth the 
titles-of Raja and Maharajllt 1,. and. appoInted., to the revenue
manag,eme~~ of the dIstrIct or (.y.ttao. During th~ absence of 
Puddajee Ghatgay Deshmookh, who had gone abroad to plundeJ" 
at the tIme, thIs BraDlln got temporary charge of the valuable 
Deshmookhee claIms of Boodh and Mullaoree: however, upon, 
the return and submission of, the Deshmookh, he 168t tllese ad
vaJltages, but reta,ined cbarge of the fort of Boosbengm;h, .the 
~anagement of that dIstrIct, and the v.L1lage of Kottao, whI~b. 
last, Ius posterity enjoy in Enam, to. this day. Puddajee Ghat
gay was p.laced under Ius surveillance. This letter, either neve~ 
sent, OF afterwards recovered, is written from Kuttao, to a Mog. 
hul oJlicer in charge, of the pro .. incer but at that time collect
ing 8, convpy': of gI.'ain, at, Phultun and Barramuttee, to be con
veyed to th~ grand camp~ 

After complIments:. "YOUI: letter has been. received, where., 
in you mentIon your intention of proceeding to Nubhee Shah
droog (Pan alIa), $lnd fQrW8rd~g the grain to calJlP, and that tltc 
Than~a' of Mulcapoor has been plundered. of which you deSIre. 
to have correct intelhgence. The sam~ thieves.have cut off all 
suppl1es from the Thanna of Kurar, ~y which that place is much. 
disti'lilssed. The names of the thl~ves are, ,M,ahdoo Bao (Pure
shl'atn's brother), Tookhoo Mulhar, Sunta NantiPera, tingoo 

1 These titles are stul enjoyed by hiS de&cendants. TbJB; 
Brat,nin family IS the oply one 10 Maharashtra, in which the 
practIce of secludmg the. wo~en eXists. 
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which place he had also changed the name to Moy~ 
abad, and JIlarched towards Beejapoor. 

Some of the Moghul officers were anxious to 

Manay, Bhala Ghatgay, Shahjee Nlmbalkur, and others. They 
have ten thousand horse, and are now near this place, between. 
Ound and Korygaom. Oosman Khan, who was proceeding 
from the presence to join you, was furnished by me with one 
hundred horse, and one hundred infantry, but he has been 
obliged to remain here (in Kuttao), and cannot advance. 

cc The thieves find shelter in Mortizabad, and various other 
districts, nom whence they sally forth, and plunder. Once o~ 
twice I have sent parties after them, and have cut them up. 
By the connivance of Foujdars, Jagheerdars, and Krorees, who 
all share with them, these people are protected. On this head, 
I have made representations to Court, and have even obtain~d 
mace-bearers, and made them produce the stolen articles: 
these people th~refore are all inimical to me. Regarding the 
thieves, I have further sent for intelligence, and if we are sufti~ 
ciently strong, you and I can unite. and attack them. Meet 
Lootf Oolah has written, that your favour is very great towards 
me, and therefore, it is now generally known that our friendship 
is great, and oflong standing. You must know, that Puddajee. 
the Thannadar of Boodh, has given his sister to ••• 1, anel 
thus formed a connection with him; he actually went to Ound, 
when the thieves were there. taking WIth him. Beeroo Bye, the 
mother of Shao Nimbalkur; they eat out of the same plate to
gether; he was feasted by them, and they by him, for three, 
days, during which they had great rejoicing. It is your pro
vince to watch over and guard the king's garrisons. The im
perial atmt is now within twenty "kos of us: What wiJf it be 
when they move to a mstance, and~what may we not expect? 
If yoq .do not believe this representation, send your own spies • 
to ascertain the truth of it. Until you seize and confine all 
such offenders, how can we ever expect to' suppress them? 
You should restore charge of the Boodh and Mullaoree districts 

I Indistinct in the originaL 
DD ~ 
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:p.egociate a peace; and thf1 favourite son of the em .. 
peror, KauI!l Bukhsh, whose plans were early di .. 
rected to the establishmpnt of an :independent 
kingdom at Beejapoor, and who in his views seems
always to have had some injudIcious scheme of con .. 
cciliating the Mahrattas, by admItting a part of 
their claim, now contrived to obtam the emperor's 
consent for opening a negotiation with Dhunnajee 
Jadow .. 

Overtures were first begun by proposals ~or 
releasing Shao, the son of Sumbhajee. The nego .. 
tfation proceeded, and Aurungzebe had, for a few 
days, been brought to consent to the payment of 
~en per cent. of the whole revenue af the six Soob. 
behs of the Deccan, as Surdeshmookhee, for which 
the Mahrattas were to e~gage to maintain order 
with a body of horse. On the news of this conces. 
sion,. the Mahrattas, who notwithstanding their 
predatory character, are, at all times, exceedingly 
eager to have any right formally recognised, flock. 
ed t~ Dhunnajee's camp. Their expectations rose 
with their assembled numbers; but their increasing 
insolence;. their tone changed fi'om supplication to 
demand; their near approach to the camp, and 
their stipulating for honorary ,dresses to seventy, 
principal officers among ,them, entitled to that 

,; 

to me, from whence r have been displaced, and if you approve 
of'tfl,e' application. forward it to Cou.rt." 

Underneath there is written, evidently _ private postscript.. 
cc I have had a secret interview with Mahdoo Rao, Pureshr~m·s 
brother, and I told hiOlt that If Pureshram give up Kelneh, and 
visit the Emperor, he will certainly be put to death, and that 
nothing is now to be apprehended, as the rains are at hand .. 
Mahdoo Rao haa written thiS to Pllreshl am:' 
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"dtstinction from the emperor; led Aurungzebe to 
~uspect treachery as well as insult. He, therefore', 
broke off the negotiation, and recalled his ambassa
dor, who was attacked soon after he left the Malt. 
ratta camp, a circumstance which confirmed the 
emperor in his opinion.· Aurungzebe seems to 
have returned to the eastward, from an apprehension 
that the disorders prevalent in M~harashtra were 
likely to spread over Telingana and the Carnatic; 
but althougli there were 'partial' disorders occasion. 
ed by Beruds in the one, and Pmdharees in the 
other, the inhabitants of'those countrIes are a very 
different race, and were less prone' to tliose habits 
pfpr.edatory enterprize, which had long dIstinguish. 
ed the nath-es of Maharashtra. 'Tbe people 
of the Carnatic are not unwarlike: in bodily frame, 
they are at least as robust as'the Mahtattas, and 
at this penod a great pait of the emper9r"s infantry 
were men raised iIi that country. ~ Banditti, ho~. 
ever, started up in various parts, and so daring had 
their chiefs become, that some of' them carried on 
an 'Open traffic for the goods plundered by their 
gangs..' The independent Mahratta chiefS, particu
larly the Gborepurays, had of late years committed 
constant ravages' about Beejapoor, Kulb'urga, and 
Beder. t Pemnaik, the Nalk of Wakinkerah, aI. 
though repeatedly compelled by the imperial gen
erals to pay large fines, no soon~r saw the Moghul 
troops retire to a distl:\Ilce, than he recommenced 
every species of rapine. The Mahiattas mamtain., 
ed a good understandmg wIth this chief, and 

-
* Khafee. Khan. 
t Scott's Deccan. Khafee Khan. Mahratta-MSE'. 

bn8 
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Dhunnajee J adow, whilst the empero~ ",as besieg
ing the forts in the Syhadree, mountains, lodged 
~is family in Wakinkerah, as affording greater se
curity thaI,l any other place. ';fhe power of the 
N aik had becpme so formidable, that the emperor. 
,after his arrival at Beejapoor, judged it necessary 
to proceed against )lim in person. ~ 

Wakinkerah I was merely a fortified town, but 
the siege las~ed many montqs: Pemnaik defende~ 
pimself with resolu.tion, drove back the Moghul 
advanced posts, whilst Dhunnajee Jadow perpet .. 
ually, harassed their camp. The imperial officera 
had become so dastardly, and the troops so shame
less, that the mere appearance of Dhunpajee's 
~avalry made them turn to flight. t 

The best officers were at a distance. Zoolfikar 
Khan was directed to join, and a hke order was 
eent to Daood Khan in the Carnatic.:f: The former 

J , 

had returned to Aurungabad, after driving Neemaje~ 
Sindia from Malwa, and as ~he Mahrattas haq 
~een principally employed ,to tJIe northward, the 
~arnatic had not been infested by large bodies of 
them .for several years. The importal!t fortress of 
Vellore was surrendered in 170i, by Mannajee 
~pray to Daood Khan S, for which ~oray wa~ 

I 

off Khafee Khan. Scott's Deccan. 
t l'he Mahrattas say, that 'when a horse refused,to drink, 

and. atarted at his own shadoW'. it was II common joke am'Ongst 
the M'oghuls, to ask hiI\l why he was afraid, 'f One would think 
you saw Dhunnajee in the water." This anecitote is recorde~ 
by Mr. Scott Waring. 

:I: Scott's Deccan. Khafee Khanr 
§ OrIginal Firman from Aurungzebe to Mannajee Moray, 

in possession o( hi.s descendants. 
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prOmised a Munsub by the emperOl; but be never 
came to demand it, having on his return to Mall
.arasbtra, gone' off to join his countrymen. Daood 
Khan left Sadut Oolla Khan as his N aik or deputy 
in both Carnatics, and arrived in the emperor's 
camp shortly after Zoolfikar Khan. 'They were" 
both officers of courage and experience, they at
tacked the place with resolution,.-and the town of 
Wakinkerah was evacuated, after the environs had 
been stormed and taken, with heavy loss on both 
sides. • 

The Mahrattas, in the meantime, were plunder
ing the open eonntry in every direction, Ramchun
dur, PuntAmat, had particularly distinguished him .. 
self by retaking Panalla and Pawungurh by escalade. 
Tara Bye, on this 'event, determined to reside a~ 
Panalla, and admitted Ramchundur Punt to a very 
large share of power. Pureshram Trimbuck, the 
Pntee Needhee, had retaken Wussuntgurhand Sa
tara. The latter was surprised by the artifice of a 
Bramin named Annajee Punt. This man had 
escaped from prison at Ginjee, and assumed the cha
racter of a mendicant devotee. Having fallen in 
with a party of Moghul infantry marching to relieve 
the garrison of Satara,. he amused them with stories 
and songs, obtained alms from them, and so ingra
tiated himself with all, that they brought him with 
them, admitted him into the fort, an~ on account 
of the amusement he afforded,. allowed him to live 
there. Annajee Punt had formerly been a carcoon: 
of Mawulee infantry. and soon saw the practlcabi .. 

., Khafee Khan. Scott's Detcan
}P D ,L 
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lity of'surprising th_e place, if assisted by a few of 
his old acquaintances.; He patiently watched his 
opportunity, informed Pureshram Trimbuck of his 
design, and having introduced a body.: of Mawulees 
into the fort, .the enterprising, but remorseless 
Bramin put every man of the garrison to the sword. 

Shunkrajee Narrain Suchew did not remain in
active; as soon as . the 1\tloghul troops withdrew 
from that part of the country, of which he was the 
chief manager, he retook Singtirh, Rajgurh, Ro
hira, and some other places. The Moghul garrisons 
were composed of a large proportion of Carnatic 
infantry; and these men, latterly" could not be 
brought to stand th,e onset of the Mawulees. 

The Joss of these forts, particularly Singurh and 
.Panalla, gave Aurungzebe great vexation, and aug
mented an illness under which he ]~oured, and 
from which he recovered very slowly. 

ZooIfikar Khan was sent to retake Singurh, and 
previous· to his:departure, the emperor committed 
Shao to his charge. ZooIfikar Khan, partly from 
hatred to Kaum Bukbsh, bitterly inveighed against 
.the overtures that had been made for peace, and 
Aurungzebe was equally conscious of the error; yet, 
,with some design of re1easing Shao, he had now 
recourse to the half-measure~ of causing letters to 
be written to the' Mahrattas from Shao as their law
ful'p,rince, inviting them to submit. Had he re
leased him at once, a division would probably have 
taken place amongst tIle Mahrattas. Under any 
circumstances, the other expedient was unwise, but 
particularly inconsistent in Aurungzebe, as it was, 
in effect, acknowledging the l~gitimacy ofSivajee's 
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government, and consequently admitting the in. 
justice of Sumbhajee's execution. The result was, 
as might have been expected, of no avail. 

Zoolfikar Khan was successful in obtaining pos
session of Singurh, owing to the want of supplies; 
but as -soon asJw retired, it was as speedily retaken 
by Shunkrajee Narrain, from th'e same cause. The 
grand army moving towards Ahmednugur, was at
tacked by the Mahrattas on the march" a great part 
of it was defeated, and had the Mahrattas improv
-ed an advantage which they gained, the emperor 
of the Moghuls, their inveterate foe, Aurungzebe, 
would have been a prisoner in theIr hands. It is 
curious to observe how the Moghul writers unde
signedly record their own humiliation on this oc
casion, by dwelling upon this fortunate escape with 
abundant s~lf:congratulation. The character of 
the imperial army was -in some degree retrieved by 
the gallant charge of Klian Alum, a brave officer, 
whom, under the Ilame of'Ikhlass Khan, we have 
seen so active at th-e capture of Surribhajee. V I 

Aurungzebe' arnved at Ahmednugur," arid 
:,;.;. -on pItch~ng his camp on the'same spot which 

it had occupied in· &uch splendour twenty
-one years before, ,he predicted that his end was 
,near,· by obseryiug that he had this day fuished 
hIS campaigns, and that his last earthly journey was 
completed. The contrast between his former and 
his present circumstances, is remarkable; but when 
'We also reflect on the intervening eve11ts, we have 
not merely a strikmg pictures but a curious history 
,of the growth of redator ower and of the 
means~ by. which it was, nurtured. AuruDgzehe 
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had only three surviving sons, Sultan Mauzum, 
or Shah Alum, governor of Cabul, Azim Shah, 
and Kaum Bukhsh. Azim Shah joined his father 
at this period, and was appointed to the govern
JIlent of Malwa; Kaum Bukhsh, was appointed 
to BeejapoQr, and was immedIately sent to take 
(~harge of his new government. 

In the- meantime, Zoolfikar Khan, who continu. 
ed pursuing and attacking the Mahrattas, had gone 
off across the Kistna to aId the son and nephew of 
his old opponent Suntajee Ghorepuray, who had 
been attacked by Dhunnajee Jadow, in conse
quence of their having plundered in some of Tara 
Bye's dIstricts; Zoolfikar Khan had assisted the 
Ghorepurays, and dnven offDhunnajee, when news 
reached him that the emperor had died at Ahmed. 

nugur on th~ ~8th Zeekaad, A. H. 1118, 
Feb. 21. (or 21st February 1701,) He therefore im-

mediately suspended. operations, and march
ed with all expedition to join the Deccan army, 
which fell under the comm,and of Azim Shah, the 
prince nearest to the grand camp. 

In regard to the character of Aurungzebe, the 
facts copnected with the rise of the Mahrattas 
are sufficient to prove, that from the time he us
urped the throne, there is nothing in his conduct 
which deserves the high e~comium which has in 
general been bestowed on his talents and govern. 
ment, Previous tQ his elevation, he displayed very 
considerable ability; together with an iniquity al. 
most unparalleled. His boundless ambition was 
concealed by deep dissimulation, and his boldness 
was equal to his hypocrisy. Hi$ sUccess in placing 
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the diadem of Hindoostan on his own head, after 
overcoming his powerful rivals; his literary ac
quirements; his attention to business; and the 
simplicity of his personal habits, amidst a court so 
remarkable for splendour and magnificence, gave 
a tone to general opinion amongst his contempo
raries, which his subsequent misconduct and mis
rule could not entirely efface. He was ambitious 
of a character for wisdom; and his low craft and 
mean policy are partly ascribable to this weakness. 
His greatest political error was the everthrow of 
Beejapoor and Golcondah, instead of applying their 
resources to the suppression of predatory power. 
His suspicion and bigotry, his presumption and ob
stinacy, alike tended to prevent the tranquilliz
atioll of that tumult, of which his own measures were 
a principal cause; whilst his pomp weakene.Q..the 
effici~ncy of ~ armies, and exhau~~d !lIe finances 
which should have maintained his wars. 
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'li'ROM A. D. 1707, TO 4. D. 1720. 

Shao - origin qf tke name - ke is released. - Tara Bye de
clares hzm an impostor, and dzsputes h,s pretenszons. - Origzn 
if the Rajas of A kulkote~ -'" Sho.o obtains possemon oj Saiara 
-. ascends the J throne. - Origzn qf the celehrated BallaJee 
Wzsh'Wanatlt. - Proceedmgs qf the Moghrtls. - Shao's .pro
gress. - War 'Wdh Tara Bye.-Agreement'Wzth Daood Khan. 
- Deat'" of DhunnaJee Jado'W. - Tara Bye recovers PanaZla, 
and estahliskes 'her court at Kolapoor. - Death qf Szvajee -
Accesston qf Sum6Juyee, and 'confinement qf Tara Bye. - Ad
'Vantages secured to Sho.o hy the death if the Punt SUcMw.
Dzssolutzon qfthe agreement 'Wzth the Mo~huls. - Mahrattas 
tmder Chunder Seyn J adow proceed to collect thetr dues. - A 
trifling dzspute, hetween Chunder Sey", Jado'W and BalltlJee 
Wzsh'Wanath., leads to ,nzpbrtant consequences. - Bal/aJee is 
protected hy. Shao. - Jado'W retires to Kolapoor, and qfter-
'Ward~ Jozns the Moghals. - Orzgzn 91 Nzzam 001 Mools - is 
appoznted'Vtceroy qfthe Deccan. - War wzth the Moghuls.
AJter a hattle, the Mahrattas retreat to the Salpee Ghaul-ac
commodatzon. - Dzstttrbances. - A darzng roMery, supposed 
to he commztted hy Khundee Rao Dhaharay- who tlstahluhes 
hzmse!Jnear RaJpeeplee. - Nzzam 001 MoolkJa'Vours the K04 

lapoor party. - SeedOJee Ghorcpuray dcclaresfor SumhhaJee, 
and 2S made Senaputtee at Kolapoor - obtazns possemon qf 
Sondoor. - Great corifuszon and anarchy. -BattllJee Wlsh
wanatl, Z8 treacherously made prisoner hy DummaJee Thorat
and ransomed. - Success oj BallaJee Wzshwanalh against 
KU~en Rao Kuttaokur.- Defeat 91 Byhroo Punt pzngley 
Pezsh'Wa, by KanhOJee ;4ngrta.:- Alarmmg progress qf An
grta. - BallaJee Wzskwano,th tjfects afavourahle arrangemenl 
'Wzth him, and zs made Pezslt'Wa - obtazns possemon qf Poor
undltur for himself-reduces Thorat - esta61zskes order '7J 
the Poona desertcl. - ImprQvement In tIle aspect qf Malaralla 



SHAO. 418 

6fair. - a{lusion to tlae eztraortIanary expansion 0/ t"eir 
power,flom (IlJout this peNotI - anti to the Bramm sc"eme for 
creating unzon amongst the Mallratia clndi. - Character qf 
Shao. - Ti,e Emperor FeroTchsere concrli~tes the Mahrattas.
Hoose.n Ally Khan appointed fJiceroy qf the Deccan _ is op~ 
posed lJy DaootI Knan, who is Tct,lled.-Zoo!fiTcar Beg tIifeatetI 
h!l KkuntIee Rao Dlul,lJara!l' - Battle near A"med1Utgur.
DhalJara!l IS made Senaputtee. - Ferokhsere encourages t"e 
Mahrattas to resast the fJJCer0!l- the latter negotiates wath tile 
It/anrattas - concludes a treaty With Shao - marches, sup. 
ported lJ!I a large lJodycV Mahrattas to Dell". - Ferokhsere 
4eposed, and Mohummud Shah raised to the .mpenal d'gnit!l' 
-The famous grants for the Chouth, Surtles/ulloo/,hee, and 
SwuraJe delzvered to BallaJee WI$"wanat" - w"o, accom
panted b!l Khundee Rao Dhabara!l t eturfls to Satara. _ 
Sc"eme W the arb,trar!l dnmion 'If Mahratta revellue - ex
plained - dastrlbuted. - Officers appoznted to the general 
supennJendence 'If partu:ular parts 'If the countT!J. - Kanho-
jee Angrza. - Mahratla chugs have assagnments '!f revenue 
witkin fhe dIstracts W eac" other. -~ager deszre qf all to pos
sess, antI to mamtam heretIztaT!J rights ,n thear native 'VII· 
lages. 

11' has-. been already mentioned, that upon 
titi: the fall of Raigurh, the widow and son of 

Sumbh~ee were carried prisoners tOr the 
imperial camp. They were received within the 
enclosure of' the royal tents, and at the request of 
Begum Sahib, the emperor's daughter, a place 
was assigned to them near herself, and she con
tinued to show them ~gJtiD.dness during 
manx years of.. captivity. The ljloy was at first 
constantly with her, and Aurungzebe, during, his 
visits to his daughter, took much notice of him. 
Shao's original name was Sivajee, but that by which 
he afterwards became known was a familiar name 
given him by Aurungzebe, and his choosing to 
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retain it in preference to that of his renowned, 
grandfather, is as remarkable- as that our English 
appellation of' "tke Sakoo I{qja," meaning the 
sovereign of' the Mahratta nation, applied from 
his long reign to Shaol s successors as well as to 
himself, should have had its origin, in an unbe
coming pun of the emperor Aurungzebe. The 
attendants who followed the family into captivity, 
were allowed to communicate with the Mahrattas 
in the Moghul army; ~n indulgence which did 
not extend to Shao, his mother, ot to Muddun 
Sing, the illegitimate son of Sumbhajee, also made 
captive at Raigurlt. Every kina of intercourse 
with the Mahrattas in rebellion, was,' to all the 
family and their followers, most strictly forbidden. 

Yessoo Bye was a woman of much prudence, 
and carefully avoided intrigues.. When Aurung. 
zebe btgan to revolve the scheme of releasing 
Shao, he proposed to marry him to the daughters 
of two of the most distinguished Mahrattas in the 
imperial service, and to secure them in his interests 
by additional favours; these were, Jadow of Sind
kheir, to whom the emperor had given the title of 
Roostum Rao; and Sindia, PateH of Kllnneir .. 
kheirt, whose illegitimate off."pring, as heads of a 

if The more remarkable, because reflectively it was an in
,Stllt, and at best, a very coarse joke. It 18 either much for, 
or"9ainst the e~peror's .bon-mot, that a corresponding wor~ is 
no.t:t'\l~iIy found m Enghsh:--Salloo means the reverse of thief, 
I;\nd, wa~ used in allusion to Shao's father and grandfather, of 
whom Aurungzebe seldom spoke, but as tke tkzif, tke roMer, 
&c. 

t Mahratta MSS. In this chapter, the English reader wIll 
find a more than usual number of harsh names, which he may be 

~2 
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}fahratta principality, are well known' in the 
modern transactions of India. Shao was connected 
with Jadow by the mother's side, and the proposal 
being agreeable to all parties, the nuptials were 
celebrated in a respectable manner, but without 
pomp; and the emperor, besides conferring favors 
on Jadow and Smdia, bestowed on Shao the dis
tricts of Akulkote, Indapoor, Sopa, and N eywassa, 
in J agheer. On this occasion, Aurungzebe, amongst 
other presents to Shao, gave him a sword he had 
himself frequently worn, and restored two swords 
which Shao's attendants had always JIrged him, if 
possible, to re<!over; the one, was the famous 
Bhowanee of Sivajee; and the "other, the sword of 
Afzool Khan, the murdered general of Beejapoor, 
both taken at Raigurh." 

But Aurungzebe, as we have seen, could not 
resolve on giving effect to this plan, and. after his 
death, Shao continued in the camp of Azim Shah, 
and was, by that prince, carried to a considerable
distance beyond the Nerbuddah, when on his 
march, at the head of' the army lately employed 
in the Deccan, to contend for the throne with 
his brother, Sultan Mauzum, who was advancmg 
from Lahore. t 

Tara Bye, and her mmisters, improved the op
portunity which the absence of the main body of 
the Moghul army afforded. Dhunnajee Jadow . ' 
inclmed to think might have heen omitted With advantage, but 
they wlll~ in most instances. deserve attentIon, as those of the 
ancestors of the prmclpal Mahratta chiefs. 

• All the three swords are in possessIOn of the Raja of Satara. 
t Khafee Khan. 
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defeated Lodi Khan, the Foujdar of Poona, retook 
Chakun, and the Mahrattas were rapidly occupying 
as well as plundering the country, when Azim. 
Shah, by the advice of Zoolfikar Khan, determined 
to release Shao, but to .retain his mother, brother" 
and family as hostages for his good ,conduct; pro. 
mising, however, that in case he should succeed 
in establishing ,his authority, and continue stedfast 
in attachment and allegiance, he should receive 
the tract ,conquered by his grandfather from Beej
apoor, with an .additional territory between the 
Beema and Godavery.· 

Shao s,ent forward one of his attendants, per
sonally known to P.ursojee Bhonslay and Chim
majee DamoQdhur, then at the head of some 
Mahratta troops in Berar and Candeish, for the 
purpose o( announcing his app,roach and soliciting 
their assi~tance. They immediately joined him, 
and their example was soon followed by Hybut 
Rao Nimbalkur, Neemajee Sindia, and other chiefs. 
Letters, intimating his approach, were dispatched 
by Shao. to Tara Bye, but as she did not choose 
to relinquish a power she had so long held, or 
renounce her son's pretensions to the sovereignty, 
she affected ,to believe him an impostor, assembled 
the whole of her ministers, declared her intention 
~f' opposing thi~ pretender, and called upon all. 
th~ principal officers to attest their fidelity to the, 
causeJ of' her son by the most solemn oaths. On 
their compliance, she appointed Ramchundur Punt, 
and N eeloo Punt, to assist her with their counsel; 

if Mahratta MSS. 
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Dhunnajee Jadow, and Pureshram Trimbuck to 
command in the field; Shunkrajee Narrain to 
defend the Ghaut l\Iahta; and E::anhojee Angria, 
Sur Kheil, who had been appointed by Raja Ram 
to the command of' the :Beet, upon the death of 
Seedojee Goojur, was placed in charge of the 
coast. Poond Sawunt, of Waree, also sent assur
ances of fidelity to Tara Bye. 

Shao, on hearing of these proceedings, halted at 
the Godavery, in hopes of being able to dispel any 
opinion there might really exist of his being an. 
impostor; but his army ]laving increased to fifteen 
thousand men, he determined, by the advice of 
Pursojee Bhonslay, to move foward without farther 
delay. Dhunnajee Jadow and the Pritee Needhee 
advanced to oppose him. The people oftbe country 
seemed incliQed to the cause of Tara Ble; and 
one village had the audacity to fire on hi&' troops. 
Several of his men being killed, the place was 
assaulted, and a severe example made of the 
offenders. During the attack, a woman bearing 
a boy in her arms rushed towards Shao, and threw. 
down the child, calling out that she <levoted him 
to the Raja'S service. Shao took charge of him, 
and in commemoration of' his. first success, called 
him Futih· SlOg, to which he afterwards added 
his own surname of Bhonslay, and always treated 
him hke his own son. Such was the extraordinary 
origin of the Rajas of Akulkote. 

As the armies drew near to each other" means 
were successfuUy empJ.oyed. to detach Dhunnajee 

• Fuuh means victory.' The chiid's father's name was Lok
~day. 

VOL. I. • E E 
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Jadow from the cause of Tara Bye; and the Pritee 
N eedhee, tipding he was not sopported in an 
action which took place at the village of Kbeyr, 
twenty-two miles north of' Poona, withdrew £rpm 
Dhunnajee's troops and fied to Satara. Sliao, 
joined by Dhunllajee, advanced to Chundun Wun
dun, of which he obtained possession. He seized 
the families of all persons acting against him; sent 
a summons to Shunkrajee Narrain, Punt Suchew, 
to deliver up Poorundhur, whicl]. he had taken a 
short time before, and an order to Pureshram 
Trimbuck to surrender Satara; neither of them 
obeyed; ~ut Shaik Meerah" a Mahomedan officer 
who commanded under ~be latter, tonfined him, 
and gave up the fort. 

Shao, on obtaining possession of Sata.ra, 
Ai D. formally seated himself on the throne, in the 
1 08. ~onth of March, 1708. Gudadhur Prillhad 

was appointed Pritee N eedhee, and Byhroo Punt 
Pingley was madelPeishwa. The brother ofByhroo 
Punt, Neeloo Punt Moreishwur, who still adhered 
to Tara Bye, died shortly after at Rangna. Dhun
najee J adow was confirmed in his rank of' Sena
puttee, and the right of making c~l1ections in 
several districts was delegated to him. At this 
period of confusion the revenue was realized on 
rio fixed px:inciple, but levied as opportunity pre
sented itself in the manner of contribution. The 
principal car coons employed by Dhunnajee in re
venue affairs, were Abbajee Poorundhuiee·, Kool. 
kurnee of Sassoor (Sasswu~), near Poona, and . . 

It The ancestor of the present great fam}ly of Poorundhuree. 
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another Bramin, Koolkurnee of Sreewurdun, jn 
the district of Choul~ a village then daime_d 
by the Seedee, from which, in consequence of 
some intrigue connected with the Seedee's ene.my 
Angria, he had fled to Sassoor, and had been.re
commended to Dhunnajee Jadow ,by Abbajee 
Poorundhure~ and Pureshram Trimbuck. The 
name of this Koolkurnee, afterwards so celebrated 
as the founder of the Peishwa's power, was Bal. 
lajee Wishwanath Bh utt. • 

Meanwhile the two eldest sons of Aurungzebe, 
Sultan Mauzum, and Azim Shah, had fought a. 
bloody battle near Agra, in which Sultan Mauzum 
was victorious. The army from the Deccan, com· 
manded; by Azim Shah, engaged under great 
disadvan~o-es, owing to the pertinacity of that 
headstrong plince,. who, at least accelerated dis
comfiture by his want of preparation, and by his 
neglect of arrangement among his troops. He 
paid the forfeit of his obstinacy with his life. There 
fell with him, his two sons, together with Turbeeut 
Khan, Dulput Rao Boondelay, Ram Sing Harra, 
the gallant Khan Alum, and 'a great proportion 
of the officers experienced or distinguished in 
Mahratta warfare. 

Kaum Bukhsh, who ~as sent to Beejapoor by 
Aurungzebe a few days before his death, assumed 

.. Mahratta MSS. It is proper to mention, that among 
Mahratta Bramms, Bhutt and Grehust, in speaking of their 
own cast, are nearly synonimous With clencal and secular. 
Custom has introduced thiS wstinctIon. Bhutt, however, ia 
the text, was merely the surname of Ballajee Wishwanath. not 
a religious appellation. 

E E 2 
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the ensigns of royalty, and declared himself em
peror upon the demise of his father; his, authority 
was at nrst acknowledged, but' having no stability 
of character, hE:' was soon deserted by most of his 
troops; he first endeavoured to conciliate the 
Mahratta Mankurees, who showed some disposition 
to listen to his overtures, but they were soon dis
gusted with his petulance and folly. Sultan Mau
zum, who -had used his victory with moderation, 
and was now on his march to the Deccan, gene
rouslyoffered him the kingdoms of Hyderabad and 
Beejapoor; but Kaum Bukhsh preferred the des .. 
perate chance of encountering the whole army of 
Hindoostan, and was killed near Hyderabad, in an 
attack made upon him by his old and inveterate' 
enemy Zoolfikar Khan, who was joined on the 
occasion by a body of Mahrattas, sent by Shao, 
under the-command of Neemajee Sindia.-

The affairs of Kaum Bukhsh were considered so 
desperate, that after he had refused the offer made 
by Sultan Mauzum, it was conjectured that he in
tended to follow the example of his uncle, Sultan 
Mohummud Akber, and retire to Persia; orders. 
were sent to all the seaports to intercept. him, and 
two lacks of rupees, with an extension of the 
company;s privileges, were promised by Zoolfikar 
Khan to Mr. Pltt, governor of Madras, if he would 
appn~hend the fbgitive. To this Mr. Pitt agreed, 
but refused the present. t 

• Khafee Khan. Memoirs of Eradut Khan. Original letter 
from Zoolfikar Khan to Shao. 

t Original letters from'the Madras Records. This Mr. Pltt 
was the father of Lord Chatham. 
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Zoolfikar Khan, who was in the army of Azim 
Shah in the battle of Agra, after supporting his 
reputation as an officer, escaped from the field, and 
Sultan Mauzum, by the advice of his excellent 
minister, Monaim Khan, not only pardoned; but 
promoted him to high rank; conferring on him the 
viceroya1ty of the Deccan, and tJIe title of U meer 
001 Oomrah. By Zoolfikar Khan's representations, 
Sultan Mauzum at first lent his countenance to 
Shao's party, which tended to increase the Raja's 
consequence amongst his countrymen, and' would 
hav~ bee~ followed by more substantial advantages 
in a formal grant of the Surdeshmoo:tchee, but 
Monaim Khan, unused to Bramin artifice, having 
been visited "by the Wukeels of Tara Bye, was 
persuaded by them that Tara Bye's son, Sivajee, 
was the lawful Raja of the Mahrattas. Zoolfikar 
Khan, impatient at his listening to these pre
tensions, betrayed an irritation which the minister 
resented, and Sultan Mauzum, unwilling to dis
obhge Monaim Khan, and at the same time not 
displeased to find an excuse for deferring such a 
concession, seemed to comply with the minister's 
proposal in favour of Sivajee, and desired that the 
deeds for the Surdeshmookhee should be made out:' 
in his name; he, however, postponed their delIvery 
until the claim to the Mahratta supremacy should 
be decided, by the issue of the contest which was 
then iI?- progress between the candidates.-

Shao's army was cantoned at Chundun Wundun, 
in the neighbourhood of Satara, during the mon-

* Khafee Khan. 
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$oon, and he neglec~ed no preparation to enable 
him to reduce his rivaI. Amongst other expedi
tents, he made an uusuc~essfhl application to Sir 
Ni~olas Waite, the governor of, Bombay, for a 
supp'ly of guns, ammunition, European soldiers, 
and money.· At the opening of the fair season, 
afte,r celebrating the Dussera, preparations were 
made to renew the war against Tara Bye. Pa-nalla 
was invested. .t4e siege pressed with, vigour, and 
t4e Havildar who commanded, offered to surrender 
pt). c(>tidition .of' being confirmed in his station. 
This proposal was readily acceded to, and Vishal-

gurh was surrendered by the agent of Pure
i70~. sbr~tn T.ri~buck on the same terms. Shao 

next marched towards Rangna, where :rara 
;Bye then was, but hearing of the approach of the 
-army, she. quitted Rangna a~d fled to Malwan. 
The H3vilda:r of ltangna refused to surrender, and 
opposed the besiegers with resolution; an assault 
was made and repijlsed, and Shao, on the .approach 
pf the .monsoon~ aballdoni~g the $iege, retired to 
,Kolapoor wher.e ,he cantoned the troops. t 

At the opening ()f the fair season, it was intend-
ed to prosecute the war, but 31>out that time; an 
'agreement waS entered into with the Moghuls, 
which waved the grand question of hereditary claim, 
and ",cnde-red the reduction -of Tara Bye a point 
.Qf~less pressing personal interest to Shao. ZooIfi
kar! Khan, who attended the (:ourt of Sulta.n Mall
.zum on ,his return to Hindoostan, left Daood Khan 
Punnee as his deputy in the six Soobehs of the Dec-

... Bruce's Annals. t Mahratta MSS. 
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can, and obtained for him the government pf Bur .. 
hanpoor in addition to his other appointment. 
Daood Khan settled with such Mahratta chiefs, as 
acknowledged Shao's authority, to allow~them, with 
certain reservations, one fourth of the revenue, 
but reserved the right of collecting and paying it 
through his own agents. Daood Khan's intimacy 
with most ot the Mahratta chiefs, his connection 
with Zoolfikar Khan, and the te;ms of friendship 
between t):Je latter and Shao, not only preserved 
Shao's ascendancy, but, except in instances where 
independent plundeling bands occasionally appear
ed, procured a tolerably correct observance of the 
terms mentioned. • 

In the end of the year Shao returned to Satara, 
and married tJo wives, one of the MohiteYt and 
another of the Sirkay family. His other two wives 
were still with his mother at Delhi, where one- of 
them, the daughter of Sindia, shortly afterwards 
died. Dhunnajee Jadow, after a long illness; 
caused by the. breaking out of ;Rn old wound in his 
leg, died on his way from Kolapoor, on the banks 
of the Wa~. His carcoon, Ballajee Wishwanatl,l 
had accompanied him on that service, ahd during his 
sickness had the' management of all his affairs, 
which created an -unconquerable jealousy on the 
part of Chunder Seyn Jadow, Dhunnajee'~ son, 
and several Brami~s in his service. 

The army had scarcery returned to Satara 
t.;t:>. when Tara Bye, encouraged by the Havil.' 

dar at Panalla, marched towards that plac~ 

.. Khafee Khan. 
E E 4 
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reenforced by the troops of Poond Sawnnt, and 
it was immediate1y restored to her. It was now 
resolved, in order to give her party credit, and the 
appearenc~ of' a rising cause, to make that fort and 
the neighbouring town of Kolapoor the future resi. 
dence of her court. Ramchundur Punt continued 
stedfast in the interest of her party, and Shunkra-

jee N arrain, likewise maintained her cause. 
t71~: As the territory of the latter was reckoned 

the foundatioll ston~ of the empire, from 
Sivajee's having first establisbed himself there, ShaO' 
determined to reduce the Suchew instead of renew
ing the attack on Panal1a.' Abont~this time he en 
tertamed the design of removing his capital to 
,Ahmednugur, but as it gave offence to Zoolfikar 
Kpan, Shao, at his ~desire, relinquished the inten
tion. =If; 

An army proceeded towards Poona, and suc
ceeded in obtaining possession of Rajgurh, but 
most of the Suchew's forts being well stored with 
provisions, and garrisoned by veteran Mawulees~ 
were reckoned impregnable. It was, therefore, 
with no· small satisfaction that Sha? heard of 1tis 
having put a p.eriod to his existence, t an act which 
it is said he committed from remorse, in conse ... 

.. Original letters from Zoolfikar Khan. 
t He performed the Jut Sumadh, or voluntary death by 

.water, which is not unc~mmofl among Hindoo deyotees. It is' 
effe~u~d by placlOg a wooden platform upon several earthen 

Pots 'with their mouths turned down, to whICh the planks are . , 
:wtened, and smaIl holes are bored In the earthen vessels; the 
'Whole IS placed on deep water, on some rIVer accounted haly,. 
,and the devotee seats or ties himself on the platform, which gra.
dually smks with hun. 
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quence of having taken a solemn oath, to maintain 
the cause of Tara Bye, against his lawful prince. 

Just at this time, in the month of January, 
til~. Sivajee, the son of Tara Bye died of the 

small-pox. This prince was an idiot, but 
his death 'Occasioned a considerable change at 
Kolapoor. Ramchundur Punt seized the oppor
tunity to remove Tara Bye from the administration, 
and to place Sumbhaj~e, the son of'Rajis Bye, the 
younger widow of Raja Ram, in her stead; a mea
sure, which had the sanction of Hindoo usage, 
and was therefore supported by common consent. 
Tara Bye, and Bhowanee Bye, her son's widow, 
said to have been pregnant at the tiqIe of her hus
band's death, were put into confinement, and Ram
chundur Punt, unfettered by Tara Bye, beg~n to 
exert himself with renovated vigour. 

But'Shao, whilst Daood Khan's government 
continued, was secured in the ascendancy; he was 
also surrounded by most of the experienced minis.l 
ters, and was totally exempt from that cruelty and 
excess, which his enemies gave out that he inherit
ed, with many other vices, from his father Sumbha
jee. The loss of Shunkrajee Narrain was a severe 
blow to the cause of'the opposite party, and Shao, 
in that temper of conciliation, for which he is de
servedly applauded, seized the advantage which the 
'sanction of lawful authority a1f'ays bears, and im
mediately despatched clothes ofinvestiture to N arroo 
Shunker, son of the late Suchew, then a child oftWl) 
years old; at the same time confirming, as a matter 
of coude, his mootaliq, or principal agent, in- that 
situation. This measure immedIately secured to 

14 
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him the services of that party, and the Suchew never 
afterwards departed from hi$ allegiance. Shaq 
was not equally successful ~n binding all the mem
bers of the Pritee Needhee's family to his interest. 

IJe ,released Pureshram Trimbuck, restored 
t7fso his honors:by the removal of Gudadhur Prill .. 

had, and confirmed him in his former charge 
of Vishalgurh and its dependancies. The Pritee 
Needhee sent his eldest son, Kistnajee Bhaskur, to 
assume the management ,of the fort and. district; 
but he had no sooner obtained possession, than he 
revolted, tendered his services to Sumbhajee, ;md 
was made Pritee N eedhee, at Kolapoor. On this 
defection Pureshra!D Trimbuck was again thrown 
into confinement, and ,Sh,ao, under a, belief that 
the revolt had been encouraged by him, intended· 
'to have put him to d,eath, but, he was dissuaded 
from this design, which, even jf just, would have 
made him odious in the country. 

In consequence of changes at the Imperial court, 
paood Khan was removed to the goverl;lm,ent of 
Guzerat, which .dissolve9 the agreement between 
the Moghuls and the Mahrattas. 

Chunder Seyn Jadow, who had been appointed 
Senaputtee on the demise of his father, was sent 
off from Safara with a considerable army, and di. 
re,cted ,to levy the Chouth, Surdeshmookhee ~nd 
Ghas-dana from t~.e Moghul districts. He was 
attenij~d on this occasion by his father's car
COQl1, Ballajee Wishwanath, who was now 
ctarged with collecting and appropriating a 
share of the revenue for the Raja, a situation of 
control, wh~ch under no circumstances was likely 
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to be favorably viewed by the Senaputtee. The 
jealousy formerly entertained was increased ten
fold, and on a very slight cause, arising from a 
dispute about a deer run down by one of BaUajee's 
horsemen, the suppressed enmity burst out in at· 
tempted violence; and Ballajee was obliged to flee 
for his hfe, first to Sassoor, where the Suchew's 
agent in Poorundhur did not .. think it prudent 
to pr!>tect him, although he begged hard to be 
permitted to enter that fort. The horsemen, his 
pursuers, were in .sight; but the, commander gf the 
fort was obdurate. With a few followers, 3,mongst 
whom were his sons Bajeer~o and ,Chlmnajee, BaJ
lajee Wlshwanath attempted,to cross over to Pal}
doogurh, a fort in the opposite valley, but Jadow's 
horsemen were already in his route, ru;td searching 
for him in every quarter. In thIS dangerou.s .ex
tremity, he contrived to c.onceal.lllmseU· for a few 
days, until two Mahrattas, the one named Peelajee 
Jadow, and the other surnamed Dhoomal, then com
mon Silhdars in his service, collected, by their, in
fluence with thelX relatlO~s, a sm~l troop of horse, 
and promised to sacrr.t;ice their ~1Ves, or carry hIm 
and his $ons., that night" to the f\I.achee:ll: of Pan
doogurb. 

Batlajee Wishwanath, as the manuscripts state, 
" did not partlcularly excel in the accomphshment 
of sitting upon a horset," but the Slllidars, although 

... Machee is a village attached to all hill-forts, commonly 
situated ,on the face ofthe hlll completely under protection, and 
is sometimes fortified. 

t HIS bIOgrapher adds, "and at thiS time xequh'ed a man, QD 

each sIde, to hold'bim on." 
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they had a skirmish, performed their promise, and 
the commander of the fort protected him by Shao's 
orders. Chund~r Seyn Jadow peremptorily de
manded his being delivered up to him, and threaten
ed, in case of refusal, to renounce his allegiance 
for ever. Shao was not prepared to punish this 
insolent demand, but he refused to gIve up Ballajee, 
and sent orders to Hybut Rao Nimbalkur, Sur 
Lushkur, then near Ahmednugur, to mar.ch for 
Satara .immediately. In the. meantime Ballajee 
Wishwanath was cooped up in P dndoogurh, wbich 
was surrounded by the Senaputtee's troops. Hybut 
Rao :Nimbalkur, already jealous at not being made 
Senaputtee, and greatly incensed at Jadow's beha
viour, obeyed the order with all speed; the latter 
hearing of his arrival at Phultun, qUItted Pandoo-

-gurh and marched to Dewoor. ,The armies fought, 
and the troops of J adow being defeated, he retired 
to Kolapoor, accompanied by Ghatgay, Sbirzee 
Rao.. The latter was confirmed by Sumbhajee in 
his hereditary possessions at Kagul, but both went 
off to meet Cheyn . Koolich Khan, (Nizam 001 
Moolk,) who had just been appointed, for the first' 
time, to the viceroyalty of' the' Deccan, and from 
whom Jadow received a large tract of territory in 
the neighbourhood of Balkee, twenty-five miles 
east ofBeder, as a Jagheer for the support of his 
troops. "" 

.. Mahratta MSS. Hudeequ-i-Alum. This PersIan MS. to 
which I here refer for the first tIme, IS a volummous hIstory of 
Nlzam 001 Moolk; and his successors. It is a modem, and re
spectable work, wrItten b, Mohummud Aboo Turab, and dedi. 



ORIGIN OF NIZAM OOL MOOLK. 4~9 
~----------------

Met" the death of Sultan Mauzum" in 1712, 
the distractions which prevaIled by the usual con
tentions of the Moghul emperors so~s, the subse
quent revolution effected for his grandson :Ferokh
sere, and the barbarous execution of Zoolfikar 
Khah, were followed by important changes in the 
government of the Deccan. Of these changes, the 
first to be mentioned, was of much importance, 
both as it removed Daood Khan from the govern
ment, and as it brought a person to the temporary 
charge of the viceroyalty, who subsequently bore 
a leading part in Deccan affairs. This was the ap
pointment of Cheyn Koolich Khan, the son at:. 
Gh!zee-ud-deen. Hls original name was Meer 
Kummur-ud.deen; the title of Cheyn Koolich 
Khan, with a munsub of five thousand horse, was 
conferred on him, when a very young man, by Au
rungzebe, under whom, in the latter years of that 
emperors reign, he held the important post of 
Soobehadar in the province of Beejapoor. Cheyn 
Koolich Khan had materially contributed to the' 
success of the two Syuds, Abdoollah Khan and 
Hoossein Ally Khan, to whose bravery, skill, and 
exertions, Ferokhsere owed his throne. t Amongst 

cated to Meer Alum, the well known minister ofNlzam Ally. I 
had two copies of this work, the one was lent to me by Mr. 
Wilham Erskme. 

.. Or Shah Alum the Ist. 
t Khafee Khan. Khuzaneh Amirah, and Muasir 001 Oomrah. 

The two last Persian authorities are both valuable. The Khu
zaneh Amlrah was written in the Deccan by MeerGholamAlly, 
a native of Belgram, m the province of Oude. He is celebrated 
as a poet, as wfll as a historian; he J'I; the author of the Suroo 
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courtiers as well as states, friendship is as often the 
result of common enmity as of common interest; 
Cheyn Koolich Khan, who was known to have 
been the enemy of Zoolfikar Khan, was immeruate .. 
ly appointed to su~ceed to the viceroyalty of the 
deceased minister, and dignified with the title of 
Nizam 001 Moolk, whilst Daood Khan was remov
ed to the government of Guzerat. "" 

It was at this period, that the disaffected Sena
puttee, went over to Nizam 001 Moolk, by whom 
he was well received, and rewarded in the Manner 
already mentioned. He was accompanied by Ghat
gay, Shirzee Rao, of Kagul, and an officer named 
Rumbhajee Nimbalkur; the latter became distin
guished m'the Moghul service, and got the title of 
Rao Rumbha, which descended to his posterity. 
Nizam 001 Moolk, on arriving at Aurunga.bad, 
seemed dIspo~ed to favour the cause ofSumbhajee, 
which, wIthout enquiring into the private motives 
that ,may have inclined him to that party, was now 
the wisest policy the Moghuls could have adopted. 
Jadow, eager for revenge, and Nizam 001 Moolk 
desirous of suppressing the ravages of Shao's offi. 
cers, sent an army against the Sur Lushkur, who 

hetired from the Godavery to the Beema. Shao, in 

Azad, and his works are much prized by the Mahomedans of 
the n'~<tean. The Muasir 001 Omirah, (Blography of the Moghul 
nobles) is much celebrated in the Deccan; Jt was written by 
Shah Nuwaz Khan, or Sumsam ud Dowlah, with whose public 
character the reader of oriental history is already acquainted, 
from the works of Mr. Orme, Colonel WIlks, and others. 

• Khafee Khan. 



OPERATIONS. 431 

order to support him, sent forward a body of troops 
under Ballajee Wishwanath, whom he now dignified 
with the title of Sena Kurt, or agent in charge of 
the army. Ballajee effected a junction wi,th Hybut 
Rao Nimbalkur, who fell back to the neighbour
hood" of Poorundhur, where they proposed to stand 
an engagement. A battle was fought in which the 
advantage claimed by the Mahrattas, is contradict
ed by their subsequent retreat to the Salpee Ghaut. 
A det:J.chment of Mahrattas from the Moghul ar
!Oy under Rumbhajee Nimbalkur, took possession 
of the Poona district, and Rumbhajee obtained 
a J agheer in the neighbourhood. At lengtli an 
accommodation took place, the terms of which 
are not ascertained, but hostilities ceased, and 
the Moghuls retUI'lied to Aurungabad." Nizam 
001 Moolk kept his troops in motion during the 
fair season, but after they went into cantonments 
for the rains, a plan he invariably adopted, the 
Mahrattas, acting under different leaders, resumed 
their depredations. 

All the Deshmookhs and Deshpandyas, in the 
Moghul districts of Mahrashtra, fortified the villa. 
ges where they resided, on pretence of defending 
themselves, but tlley freqQently joined .or assiste!4 
their countrymen, of whatever party, in escape, 
defence, or concealment. One very rich caravan 
of treasure, escorted by a large detachment under 
Mohummud Ibrahim Tebreeze, was attacked on 
the route from Surat to Aurungabad, the troops 
were entirely destroyed, and the property carried 

• Mahratta MSS. 
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off.· This robbery was probably committed by 
K:hundee Dao Dhabary. For many years that offi. 
cer had subsIsted his followers in Guzerat and 
Kattywar~ and exacted a trIbute in those provinces. 
He acknowledged Shao as his chief, and when 
Daood Khan was appointed to Guzerat, he with. 
drew from the neighbourhood of Ahmedabad, and 
established himself in the strong country about 
Naundode and Rajpeeplee t; whence it is likely, 
from the nature of the attack, this was his first 
sally. 

As Nizam Dol Moolk favoured the Kolapoor 
party, Sumbhajee's influence was increased as that 
of Shao was dIminished. Seedojee Ghorepuray:j:, 
the son of Byherjee, nephew of the famous Suntajee, 
and youngest brother of the first Moorar Rao of 
Gootee, was induced to declare for Sumbhajee, by 
whom he was dignified with the title of Senaputtee, 
and several of the Ghorepurays, both of' Kapsee 
and Moodhole, joined the,,- Kol~oor party: but 
Seedojee ana his aUy, the 1'ataU Nabob of Sava
noor, were too intent on their own schemes of con. 
quest and plunder, to 'quit the Carnatic. It waS 
about Vlis penod that Seedojee made a great ac-' 
4Iuisition by obtaining po~session of Sondoor, a fort 
situated in a valley of singular strength, within 
twenty .. five miles of Bellary. 

Kishen Rao Kuttaokur,: 'a Bramin"raised by the, 
MOghn1s 5, took post in; the co'untry about the 

• Khafee Khan. t Mahratta MSS. 
:j: Ranoojee the grandson of Suntajee fell in battle. 
§ The same whose letter is given In a note, c;hap. xi. of this 

volume. 
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Mahdeo hills, and without joining either party, 
plundered the distrIcts on his o,wn account. Dum
majee Thorat, an officer long under Ramchundnr 
Punt, strengthened a Gurhee in the vIllage of Hin
ghee or Hingungaom, near Patus, about forty mues 
east of Poona, and levIed contributions for thirty 
miles round. He was of the Kolapoor party, and 
acknowledged no chief except hia.old patron Ram
chundur Punt, under whom he had first established 
himself, and from whom he received Sopa and 
Patus as a Jagheer, during the siege of Gmjee. 
Even in Mahratta estimation he was a lawless ruf
fian. • Oodajee Chowanl another of Ramchundur's 
officers -;md-;-native of Hutnee, took the Gu!hee 
of Butiees Serala, and in a short time became so 
formid,able, that Shao was glad to enter into a 
compromise, by conceding the Chouth ofSerala and 
Kurar, which Chowan long continued to receive 
as a personal allowance. There ,were several other 
petty depredators who declared themselves Sum
.bhajee's adherents, but the most formidable of all 
was Kanhojee Angria, then in possession of the 
coast from Sawuntwaree to Bombay, who was ex
tending his sway over the province of Kalliannee 
in the Concan. 

* An anecdote of this freebooter is related by his country
men with much horror. It is necessary to premIse, thl\t one of 
the most sacred of qaths, amongst Mahrattas, is taken by holding 
the leaves of the tree called Bel, conjoined with Turmeric, which 
in the :Mahratta language is known by the name of Bandar. 
Thorat was accused of havmg forfeited Ius oath, and treacher_ 
ously seized BaUajee WlshlYanath, after swearmg on the Bel
Randar. cc And what of that," said Thorat, U don't I eat Ban
dar daIly, and what IS Bel, but the leaves of a tree .... 

VOL. I. F F 
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Such was the state of anarchy which now pre
vailed, that without a .sudden change of fortune, 
and a greater efficiency in Shao's, government, his 
authority over the Mahrattas must soon have 
become nugatory. 'Ballajee Wishwanath instilled 
some vigour. ihtb his councils, and began to take 
a lead in pu~lic affairs. He proposed to· reduce 
Dummajee Thorat, aQd s~t out for that purpose; 
but he was seduced to a conference, tr~acherously 
seized ,and thrown' into confinement, together with 
his friend Abbajee Poorundburee, his two sons, 
'Baj~a Rao and Chimnajee, -and several 'of'their im
tmediate retainers. 

Thorat threatened them with tne torture of' 
fastening horses feeding bags, filled with ashes, on 
their mouths, and with ultimate death, unless he 
received a large ransom fop their release. After 
enduring many indignities, the amount of their 
ransom was at last agreed upon and paid by Shao, 
who now applied to the Suchew to stop ;the pro
gress of Thorat. ThE! Suchew accordingly pre
pared to attack him; but his troops were de
feated, and botH the 'Suchew and his MootaIiq 
were 'taken and thrown ihto confinement at Hin
gungaom.· 

At the same time that ,the 'Punt Suchew under
took this service, two' expe<;litions were prepared 
at., Satara: the one, under the l?eishwa" Byhroo 
PUht Pmgley, went to protect the Concan and 
:reper Angria; 'and'the other, ,commanded by Bal. , 

• Naroo Shunker, the Pant Suchew, was tben a child;, but 
amongst lIindoos, the guardian generally considers tIle presence 
of hiS ward necessary 011 'OccasIons of Importance. 
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lajee WlShwanath, was ordered to suppress Kishen 
Rao Kuttaokur. Tills Bramm had become so bold 
and confident, th~t he marched tq Ound to meet 
Shao'~ trQOP~, ,but he was totally defeat~, prm
clpall'y by the bravery of. Sreeput Rao,_ th~ second 
son of Pl!reshr.am rntDbu~ thf; Pntee N ~edhee, 
who had urged his so~ t~ perform some action 
which n;nght wipe away tIle misconp,l\ct of lUs elder 
brother, and j>rocl,lre, his father's release. Shao, 
accord.lD~lyJ once mor~ rest?red the PI1.te~ N.eedhee 
to hIs hbery;y ,and r~nk. ,K,lShen lbo" after perfect 
_sub~ion! was par,loned, and recel\~ed the VIl
lage of I\uttao, In EnaD;l, a part o( wh~cb IS stu} 
enjoyed by lus poste~Ity. 
~~_ ~ucc~~~_ wa.c; of' .conSl4erabl.e Importance, 

.but ~ !J.ke good fortu~eJdtd not attend the f,eIshwa's 
expeilition. Byh~op P~nt was defeated and made 
prIsoner by Angqa. The fon of Logurh was 
taken; Ralmachee surrendered; and It was re-

1 ,~ 1 '(' I 

,ported tha~ Angna was, about to march, for Satara. 
All the, fPrce that could be spareq w;as collec~ed to 
oPllose him" under Ballajee 'Vishwanath, who un
dertook the command, WIth ~opes of bemg ena;bled, 
from lUs former connectIon w~th ~ngria, to effect 
an accommodanon more deSIrable than any that 
nnght JesuIt from a protracted contest With a pqw
erful neighbour. Ballajee knew 4ngna to ~e a 
leader of considt;rable ability as well as enterprIZe, 
and that rus resources were not bounded by the 
extent of the dtstncts In hIS possessIOD, but were 
chIefly obtamed by daring and extensive pIracies. 
BallaJee was successful in hIS endeavours; and 

F F 2 
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Angria, on condition of receiving ten forts·, and 
sixteen fortIfied places of less strength t, with their 
dependant vIllages; on bemg confirmed in com. 
mand of the fleet, and his title of Surkheil, agreed 
to renounce Sumbhajee, to release the Peishwa, 
to restore all his conquests, except Rajmachee, and 
to mamtain' the cause of Shao. 

By this agreement the See dee found himself de
prived of some places of which he had enjoyed 
the revenue for twenty years. The consequence 
was, an Immediate rupture between that chief and 
Angl'ia, in whIch Ballajee 'Vishwanath, co-oper
ating against the Seedee, invaded his territory, and 
soon compelled him to submit. 

Ballajee hav~ng performed this service in 
1~'1~: a manner so entIrely to Shao's wishes, was 

received on his return to Satata with the 
greatest distmction; and in consequence of the 
failure of Byhroo Punt Pingley, that minister was 
Temoved from the dignity of' Mookh Purdhan, and 
Ballajee Wishwanath was appointed Peishwa in his 
stead. . His fi-iend, Abbajee Poorundhuree, was 
-confirmed as his Mootaliq, and Rammajee Punt 
:Bhanoo:j: as his Furnuwee~ • 

• The~ were, the island of (I.) Kenery (Kundeyree)! 2. Kola
bah, s. Severndroog,4. Vlziadroog, 5.Jyegurh, 6. Deodroog, 7 • 

• Xunnikdroog, 8. Futihgurh, 9.0ochitgurh, 10. Yeswuntdroog. 
f 1, Byroogurh, 2. Kot1j1, s. Vicku..tgurh, 4. Manikgurh, 5. 

Mirggurh, 6. Sagurgurh, 7. Russalgurh, 8. Palgurh, and Ram
droQg~ 9. Gurhee Karaputtun, 10. Ramdroog, 11. Rajapoor, I~. 
Amber, 13. Sataolee, 14. Kamtey, ~5. Sreewurdun, and 16. 
MunrunjtlD~ '(Copy 'of OriglI~a1 papers.) 

~ Ancestor of the celebrated Nana Fllrnuwees. 
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Mannajee Moray, after the desertion of Chunder 
Seyn Jfldow, liad received clothes. of investiture 
as Senaputtee, but had not performed the services 
that were expected of .him; he was. now ordered 
with Hybut Rao Nimbalkur, to accolJlpapy Bal. 
lajee into the Poooa district, for the purpose of 
reducing Dummajee Thorat. ~s Ballajee was ap
prehensive that the Suchew, who was still a pri. 
soner in Hingungaom, ~igh.t be _killed if the· place 
were attacked, he was prevailed upon by Yessoo 
Bye, the Punt Suchews mother, to endeavour to 
obtai~ his release before hostilities commenced. 
This w3! accordingly effected, and Yessoo Bye,.in. 
gratitude to the Peishwa for ,saving her son, made 
over to him the Suchew's rights in the Poona dig". 
trict, and gave him up th~ fort of Poorundhur as 
a place of refuge for his family, then residing in 
Sassoor. On the same pretence, Ballajee obtained 
a grant of It from Shao, by which concession, that 
prince forged the first link in the chain which after
wards fettered his own power, and reduced hiS suc
cessors to empty pageants of Bramin pohcy. 

The force assembled in the Poona district was 
to.o-powerful for Thorat. He was soon forc~d in~o 
the Gurhee of Hmgungaom, which was breached 
and s,tormed. Dummajee Thorat was made pri
soner, and the GUl hee was destroyed. 

The Sur Lushkur returned to the God. 
tifs. avery after quarrelhng WIth the Raja for 

not appointmg hIm Senapllttee, and they 
were never reconcIled. The Pelshwa mduced the 
Moghul agent·, in charge of the Poona wstrict" 

• He was a Mahratta. named Balee Kuddum. 
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to tnake 'Over th~ superior authority 'to him, .on 
promisingl t~at R~mbliajee Nimbalkur's Jagheer 
should be respected. lIe immediately suppressed 
a banaitti 'whicn'infested it~ gave nis attention to 

( ) 

restoting. order in the villages; 4iscontinued all 
farming :of revenue; 'and encouraged cultivation, 
by' the' tisoai means- of very low- arid> gradually- en· 
creasing'assessments." > '. II' 

TI!e ilrairs of the MahrattasJ began' Ito wear a 
more favoralHe \aspect in all 'quarters; bui, ailer 
the 'confusion, 'weakn~ss, a~d total anarchy which 
havejust beed iiescribed,- the rapid expansi'on, of' 
theit power from about thi$ period,· under the 
autHority of Shao, is, on lany view~'veiy remark ... 
able, and 'at ~rst,' until the cadse be)investlgated, 
might seem quite incredible., 'The 'circumstances, 
however, which 'pre~eryed that,prince's:ascehdancy 
will be' satisfactorily explained;- and, i as' to the 
domestic confusion 'amon,g the Mahrattas, it ~ay' 
be coriSide,red" the' re-action 'of their predatory 
power; ~ theit present state was like a flood with its 
channel completely obstructed, whicH rises on 
its natural barriers, till surmounting, or bursting 
through them it inundates the plains. 
Th~ influence of Ballajee Wishwanath coritinued 

to increase, and no' affair of importance was under
taken without his advice. A conciliatory policy 
was '~~greeable to Shao, and dictated all Ballaj~e's 
measures. The system of' Sivajee was the ground
work of their arr~gements; but, since the time 
of Sumbhajee, the necessity, of preserving the 
Raja'S supremacy by profusely issuing deeds, con-

* Mahratta MSS. 
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firmmg to the successful Mahratta leader the- pos
session of all the terntory 11\ ;whIch, he could 
establIsh hlms~lf,. ~was rumous both to theIr pmon 
and resources as a natIon. t:he natur(\ however, 
of the trIbute which Slvajee's geDlus had InstItuted, 
suggested. a remedy for the endles~< dlVl~lblhtYI 
whIch every adrutlOnal acqUIsItIon of terntory was 
llely to create. The expedJ.eDt adopted, whIch 
must have been long c01;ltetpplated, wIll be shown 
III Its proper place; and altllough It but [te111-
pOfi!nly, lUsured Its end, IS .the mos~ ingeDlous, a.s 
well as the deepes~ s<fhetpe of Bratp.ID, polIcy whIch 
is. to he found unconnected w~th thel,r l;ehglOus 
system.- The. mlJllStry, , as.. far as practicable, was 
composed of the old re1:ainers, and the, SItuatIOns 
of thosa 'Who adhered, to the, Kolapoor party~ we~~ 
conferred on theIr near relatIons. 

The foIlowmg IS a lIst of the mlDlstry at thIS 
penod:.-

Prltee Needhee, Pureshra'ln Trlmbuck. 
TIll: Ezght Purdkams 

1. Pelshwa, or Mookh Purdhan. BaUajee Wishwanath 
2. Ama~ Amba Rao Bappoa Rao Hunwuntay. 
S. Sucbew Naroo Shunker. 
4. Muntree Na~oo Ram Shenwee. 
5 Senaputtee. Maun SlDg Moray 
6. Somunt Anund Rao. 
7. Nyadelsh\ Hon8Jee Anunt~ 
8. Pundit Rao. Moodhgul Bb~tt Oopadheea 

PursoJee Bhonslay, and Hybut Rao NlInbal~ul' 
both dIed about. tlus time., The son of the forme,r, 
KanhoJee Bhonslay: was confirmed by Shao 1)1 all 
his father's possessions, and succeeded to hIS tItle, 
of Sen a Sahlb Soobeh, but the rank of Sur Lushkur 

F F 4 
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was conferred on Dowulshee Somwoushee, .together 
with all the rights and honours of' the situation. 
The son of' Hybut'Rao, whose succession was set 
aside, quitted Shao's standard, joined Chunder
seyn Jadow, and afterwards received Barsee and 
other districts as a Jagheer from Nizam 001 Moolk. 

Shao was not destitute of ordinary ability, he 
was naturally generous, liberal to all religious es
tablishments, observant of forms enjoined by the 
Hindoo faith, and particularly charitable to Bramins. 
The Ghaut Mahta and the rugged Concan ,vere-his 
birthright, but unused to climb Ghauts, or wander 
and live in the wilds of' the mountain-forest, like 
his hardy grand-father, Shao's childhood was spent 
within the enClosure of the imperial seraglio, and 
it is not sm'prizing, that seduced by the pomp and 
I.uxury of which lle partook, his habits should have 
continued those of a Mahomedan. He occasIOnally 
showed all the VIOlence of the Mahratta character·, 
and for the time, anger overcame his indolence, 
but in general he was satisfied with the respect 
and· homage paid to his person, and the professions 
of obedience invariably shown by the ministers to 
his commands; he was pleased at being freed from 
the drudgery of' business, and in following his favor
ite amusements of hawking, hunting, and fishing; 
he did not foresee that he was deJegating a. power, 
whic4. might supersede his own. As legItimate 
head'of:the Mahrattas, the lmportance of that na
tion was increased by the manner in which IJe was 

* In comparison with the Bra-mins, the Mahrattas are ex
tremely violent, which forms a striking contrast with the intIex
ibl~ placidness which the former can command. 
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courted by the 1.foghuls, and the dignities and 
rights conferred upon him, in consequence of his 
situation, gave an influence and respect to the name 
of Shao, which, under other circumstances, he 
could never have attained. Both the sons of Siv .. 
ajee followed the example of their father, from the 
period when he. mounted the throne, and always 
declared their independence; imt Shao acknow .. 
ledged himself a vassal of the throne of Delhi, and 
whilst styling himself king of the l{indoos, he 
affected. in his transactions with the Moghuls, to 
consider himself merely as a Zumeendar, OJ: head 
Deshmookh of the empire. 

The emperor Ferokhsere, soon' after his acces
sion, upon the cessation of hostIlities at the Salpee 
Ghau4 appointed Shao to the rank of' ten thou
sand horse·, and for seventeen months, or ~during 
the first government of Nizam 001 Moolk, the 
policy and vigour of that viceroy, had greatly 
tended to control the Mahrattas. 

Ferokhsere, at a very early period, began to en
tertain a jealousy of the Syuds, to whom he owed 
his elevation, and mutual distrust soon followed. 
He consented to appoint the younger Syud, Hoos
sein Ally Khan, to the viceroyalty of the Deccan; 
in hopes, that by separating the brothers,. he should 
weaken their power, and compass their destruction. 
In applying for this appointmen4 Hoossein Ally 
Khan intended to follow the example of Zoolfikar 
Khan~ and govern by deputy, but relying on the 
emperor's assurances, he was prevailed upon to 

.. Onginalletter from FerolJuiere to Shao. 
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depart ,for the Deccan, openly 'declaring,. howeveri 
that if any thing should be meditated against his 
brother, he wou,ld be in the capital in twenty days. 
Ferokhsere, under whose atithority Daood Khan 
was removed to Guzerat, now despatched secret 
instructions to that officer, to oppose the l1ew 
viceroy ~ promising, that if successful, he should 
be appointed to the six Soobehs of' the

l 

Deccan in 
his stelid. Daood Khaf'J, from his known influence 
with th~ Mahrattas, and other circumstances, was 
considered: a person peculiarly fit for this commis
sion; which; at the' command of the emperor, he 
readily undertook. The only Mahratta, however, 
that had come forward, or had time to join him, 
wa$ Neemajee Sindia, woo, content ,with a Jagheer 
he received from Zoolfikat Khan,. in the. neighbour
hood of Aurungabad, attached himself,' during the 
dissensions of Ilis countrymen, to'the Moghul vice
roy for the· time being. On the present occasion, 

in observance of the same 'temporizing rule, 
lAif;; .. when HoosseinAlIy ,Khan;and Daood Khan 

came to a battIe, N eemaje~ Sindia galloped 
about at a ;distance', a wal.ting the result. :and seeing 
victory de~lare in tav~ur of Hoossein Ally, after the 
death' .()(Daood Khap, ·the Mahratta congratUlated 
the victor,r.and:joinedhis standard .. • 

Ferokhsere, disappointed, in his treacherous 
schewe" but still intent on the destructiop of the 
brothers, with the greatest professions of cordiality, 
secretly encouraged resistance to the viceroy's au
thority, both amongst the servants of his govern-

• Khafee Khan. 
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ment and the' Mahrattas:, a base and'silly pohcy'J 
which, In the end, could hardly frul to meet with 
Its deserts. 

The first expedition, dltected b:(HQOssem Ally 
Khan, against the Mabratlas, was' for the purpbse 
of opening the communication_,tietween Stirat and 
'Burhanpoor, and suppressing the depredatlOns of 
Khundee Rao Dhabaray, who na<1 established a Ime 
of posts' along that route,' and exacted one-fourth 
Qf the effects of all travellers who ilid not purchase 
Ius 'passpbrt. 'Eight' thousand men were sent off, 
under' Zoolfikat' Beg,f to~ destroy thiS free-bobter, 
but Dhabaray heatingt{)f !henl znarch, threw him~ 
self lD the way, suffered ,himself fo be pursued! in 
the uslial manner, until,the Moghul8 were broken, 
when wheeling' rounai the experienced Mahratta, 
complete1y defeated them, killed the commander, 
and plundered lus troop$ .even of thelt clothes' .... 

Maokoob Smg, the Dewan .-of Hoossein Ally 
Khan, ~et' out accompanied by Chunder Seyn 
Jadow to avenge tMs wsgraceful defeat. 'Khu~dee 
Rao effected a Junction WIth the troops of' the Sur 
Lushkur, and gave the Moghuls battIe neat Ah .. 
mednugur. A severe conflict took. piace, 1Jl which 
both parties claun the advantage, but the ¥oghuls 
returned to Aurungabad. t Khundee Rao Dhab.. 
aray, who had been long' absent from court, went 
to Satara after these successes, paId his respects to 
Shao, and was rmsed to the rank of Senaputtee '()f 

* Khafee Khan, Muaslr 001 Oomrab, and Mahratta MSS. 
t Mabratta MSS, and Khaf'ee Khan I have nere rather 

followed the Mahratta, than the Moghul account, because 
,Imhlleauentevents cotroborate the former. 
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the empire, Mannajee Moray having been removed 
for inability :;lnd misconduct . ., 

The Mahratta officers encouraged by their suc
cess, and by the secret overtures of Ferokhsere, 
now extended their encroachments; and, in addi
tion to the Chouth, which they had agreed to re
ceive from Daood Khan in lieu of all claims, they 
every where levied the Surdeshmookhee. 

It was under these circumstances that Hoossein 
Ally Khan, distracted by Mahratta depredations 
on one side, and court intrigues on the other, had 
recourse to negotiations with Shao. t Shunkrajee 
Mulhar, originally a carcoon under Sivajee, and 
=ilppointed Suchew by Raja Ram, at Ginjee, retired 
as has been mentioned, during the siege of that 
place, to Benares. Having become tired of a life 
so 'little in unison with his former habits, he en-

t 

gaged, although then a very old man, in the service 
of Hoossein Ally Khan when appointed to the Dec
can. He soon gained the confidence of bis master, 
and at an early period, entered into a correspond
ence with his old friends at Satara. He represented 
to the viceroy, that if the Mahratta claims were 
recognised, they would have an interest in the 
prosperity of the country; that this was the only 
way to restore tranquilhty, and a certain means to 
obtain powerful allies, by whose aid he might rest 
secure from present intrigues, and eventually defy 
the avowed hostility of'the emperor. 

In these opinions, he was supported by Mohum
mud Anwar Khan, the governor of Burhanpoor, a 

,. Mahratta MSS. 
t Khafee.Khan, and Mahratta MSS. 
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person high in the confidence of Hoossein Ally 
Khan. Shunkrajee Mulhar was, therefore, ~des
patched to Satara, for the purpose of effecting an 
arrangement and alliance between the Moghuls 
and his countrymen. 

This mission laid open a grand prospect to the 
aspiring mind of Ballajee Wlshwanath. BeSIdes 
the Chouth and Surdeshmookhe~ of the SIX Soobehs 
of the Deccan, including the BeeJapoor and Hyder
abad Carnatic, WIth the tributary states of l\fysore, 
Trichinopoly, and Tanjore, Shao demanded the 
whole of the territory in Maharashtra which had 
belonged to Sivajee, with the exception of his pos
sessions in CandelSh ; but in lieu of which, territory 
adjoming the old dIStricts, as far east as Punder
poor was to be substituted. The fort of Sewneree 
was required to be given up, and the fort of Trim
buck restored.. The old districts in the Carnatlc 
were also demanded, and a confirmation of some 
conquests lately made by Kanhojee Bhonslay, the 
Sena Sahib Soobeh, in Gondwaneh and Berar; and 
lastly, the mother and family of Shao were to be 
sent from Del-hi, as soon as practicable. 

On tbese conditions, Shao promised to pay to the 
imperial treasury,-forthe old territory, a Peshkush 
or tribute often lacks of rupees :-for the Surdesh
mookhee, or ten per cent. of the whole revenue, 
he bound himself to protect the country, to sup
press every species of depredation, to bnng thieves 
to punishmentl or restore the amount stolen, and 
to pay the usual fee of six hundred and fifty-one per 
cent. on the annual income, for the hereditary right 
of Surdeshmookh : - for the grant of the Chouth, 
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he agr~ed to maintain a body of fifteen thousand 
horse in the emperor's, s~~y~ce, ,to, be placed at the 
disposal of the Soob~h4ar~, FoujdaJ;s, and officers in 
the difi'erentldistricts J 'but upon th~ grant of the 
Chouth, no fee was to be paid. rl~e,~ati,~, and 
the Soobehs ,of :BeeJa,PpoJ; and Hyderabad, which 
were, then overrun by the partizans of'! Sumbhajee, 
Raj~ of I\.oIapoor, ShaQ promised to clea.r of plun. 
dere.rs, and to make good, everl1os~, sustained by 
the ,inhabitants of thQse,provinces, from ,the date 
of ,thQ. final settlement of'tpe. treaty. , 

Shupkt:ajt;c,Mulhar had already sufficient
t'iJ7~ ly proved bis t:\esire to for~$rd .the interests 

, of his countrymen, and Sh~o appointed him 
to 'conclude, the terms, which,; ,according to the 
above prpposalsJ , w~t:e, with soroe elt~eptio:q$, con. 
ceded by' :apos$~in, A.lb.; ;Khan • .,"" 

The territory and torts Dot under the viceroy's 
cont,rol were ,to' be , recovered: at_ spme $eason of 
leisure, or, in anymanrtet, which. S11ao might think 
;fit; ;q. th.e meantime" a body of ten thousand horse 
:were sent to join the v~ceroy., Suntajee and ?urso
jee Bhonslay" 'relations ::of, the Se~3 Sahib Spobeh, 
Oodaj~e Eowart. Wj~was Rao,_.and several other 
commande1;sl.were detached in.ch~rge of;the Mah. 
ratta traops..for, this duty.' Agents: were at the, same 
time sent to inquire into the ata~e: ()f 4th~ districts, 
and collect.the~ elttensivei sba.(es oft revenue now . , 
assig~ed to them, whilst the Bl'aminl mi~isters were 
devi&ing a system for realizing their intricate claims, 

1 

, .. Mahratta 1\155. Copy' of an oi-lginal'nieinorandurn, and 
several briginaT pap~t8. Khafee Khan also partially confirms 
this aCcount. 
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which it was by no means their object, or their in
terest to simplify. 

The etIIperor, however, refused to ratify 
t7fs. the treaty which had been exchanged., and 

an unworthy favourite having given him 
great encouragement in his intrigues for' the de
struction 'of the 'Syuds, he became less guarded in 
his measures, and an open rupture'seemed inevit
able. Hoossein Ally Khan, therefore, prepared to 
march for the capital, and solicited aid from Shao." 
Such fLll opportunity was not neglected. Ballajee 
Wishwanath and Khundee Rao Dhabarayproceeded 
to join the viceroy' with a large .hody of troops,. for 
which he agreed to pay them ~ ,certain sum daily, 
from' the' date of their 'crossing 1:4e N erbuddab, 
until tlieir return; and Hoossein Ally Khan fuither 
promised, that the treaty should be ratified, and the 
family of Shoo 'released and· deliveted to his offi
cers. t Ballajee -Wishwanath was 'instrnct~d: ,by 
Shao, on 'hi.s d~parture, to endeavour, if possible, 
to obtain the ce~sion of the forts ofDoulutabad and 
Charidah, and an authority for levying the tribute, 
whicli had been for some time imposed by the Mah
rattas, iIi Guzef3,t ana MaIwa. The plea on which 
·these extraordinary, pretensions to tribute were 
made, Was, that the chiefs who had already levied 
contributions in those provinces, would break in 

... The Moghul bistoriansmenUon that thQ vicerQY preteQded 
ta receive from Shao, a son of Sultan Mohummud Akber, then 
l'esidmg at the Mabratta court. The Mahrattas do not record 
this circumstance, b~t, although very possible, as it was at
tended by no result, I have rejecte~ it. 

t Khafee Khan, and Mahratta MSS. 
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and plunder, unless Shao could receive such an 
authority as must oblige the ch1.efs in question to 
look to hIm only for what they termed their estab. 
lished contributions, and that he would, under 
these circumstances, be responsible for the protce. 
tion and improvement of the territories. ' 

The combmed army marched to Delhi, where 
the wretched Ferokhsere, as lfresolute in his ac. 
tions ,as he was Ibold in his .intrigues, could not be 
prevailed upbn to act any consIstent part: he was 
alike submissive and deceitful; the .friends, who 
would have acted for him, were suffered to be re· 
moved; and finally, after some tumult, he was 
confined by the SYlJds, and subsequently put to 
death. Two_ princes of the royal household suc
ceeded each other on the throne, and died within 
seven months. 

Roshun Ikhtiar, the son of Jehandar Shah, 
til~. .and grandson of Sultan Mauzum, was then 

raised to the impe,rial dignity.by the title of 
Mohummud Shah, but the two Syuds, by whom 
all these c::hanges were effected, conducted the af: 
fairs of the' empire with absolute sway, and with 
the usual watchful jealousy of usurpers. They held 
the reins With a,strong ,hand, but they were natural .. 
ly desirous of retaining the services of such nobles 
of experience, and ability as were not supposed 
hos.tjle to their party. Of this number was Nizam 
001: MooIk, but that"officer was secretly inimical 
to their p'ower: he had been removed' from his 
government in the Deccan, to make room for 
Hoossein Ally Khan, and appointe,d to Moorada
bad... where he had distinguished himself by his 
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activity ill redm~ing to order some rebellious ZU.i 

meendars of the province, who had sheltered them
selves in the Sewalick mountains. He was recaUed 
to court, by the emperor; and remained at Delhi for 
some time unemployed, but was at last despatched 
as governor- of the province of Malwa, at the re ... 
commendation of the elder Syud. Alth6ugh daring 
and ambitious, he inherited the temporizing policy 
of his father, and he was induced, on the' confine
ment of Ferokhsere, to prpfess his allegiance to 
the pageant emperor whom the Syuds had set, up. 
He continued in his goyernment of Malwa.; but 
observing the troubles and disorders likely to arise,' 
he waited in expectation of some favourable op
portunity t~ aggrandize himself, during the revolu
tiOnary Heriod of which he foresaw,the approach. 

Ballajee Wishwanath" and. his MahrattaS'" 
{"ito:. remained at Delhi until the' accession of 

Mohummud Shah; and, during the tumult 
which preceded the confinement of Fel'okhs,ere,l 
Suntajee Bhonslay and fifteen hundred of his ment 
were killed by the populace' in the' streets of Delhi. • 
l'he army wag paid by the Syuds, according to the 
agreement,. and Shao's mother, and family given' 
OVer to Ballajee Wishwanath.. Both the Peishwa 
and Senaputtee being anxious to return to the 
Deccan, they were permitted to depart; and, ac-

* Seyr Mutuakhereen, and Mahratta. MES In the latter, 
the manner of his' death is differently related; but h~te, th~ 
former is the preferabl~aUlhorlty. He IS SaId to have been the 
natural son of Purs(}jee Bhonslay. The Seyr.ul-Mutuakhereen 
is a well-knowp' Persian work, whlch was. translated into En- • 
glislt by a renegado Frenchman, named Mustapha. HIS manu .. 
script translation is in the library at the India oltotlse. 

VOL. Y. G G 



450 HISTORY OF 'fHE MAHRATTAS. 

cording to the treaty with Hoossein Ally Khan,. 
they received three imperial grants· for the Chouth, 
Surdeshmookhee, and Swuraje. The Chouth t, or 

·one fourth of the whole revenue of the six Soobehs 
of the Deccan, including the Hyderabad and Beeja.. 
poor Carnatic, .and the tributary states of Tanjore, 
l'richinopoly, and Mysore; the Surdeshmookheet. 

,. The orlgmal grants are in possession of the Raja of Sa
tara: they are in the name of Mohummud Shah, dated in the 
first of his reign, A. H. Il~n. A.!D. 1719. The emperor Mohum
mud Shah was not, in fact, placed 'On the throne till 1720 ; but 
during the months that mtervene l>etween his elevation and the 
dethronement of Ferokhsere, two princes had filled the throne, 
whose names were expunged from the records. 
+ The deed for the Chouth IS dated 22d Rubbee 001 Akhir, 

A. H. lIS1, and grants to Shao, the fourth of the whole re
venue of the six Soobehs of the Deccan, simply Oil • condItion 
that he shall mamtam fifteen thousand horse, for the purpose 
of assisting the milItary governors in preserving order.an~ tran
qudlity in the country. 

:j: The Surdeshmookhee grant is dated 4th Jummadee 001 

Uwul, or twelve days after that or the Chouth. It does not 
specify in. the body of the deed that it is granted as an here
mtary right; but the customary :fee on such occasions is stated 
on the back of the instrument, as will be seen in the accom
panying extract, which also shows the estimated revenue or 
the six Soobebs of the Deccan, as registered by the Moghuls. 
The fee so calculated was commuted to 1.17.19.890 rupees, in 
.eonsequence of the depopulated state of .the dIstricts. 

A. P. 

Soobeh Aurungabad ~ 1.2S.'76.()4.2 11 3 
Ditto Berar f' w 1.15.23.508 14 S 

.Ditto Beder .. '74.91.8'79 12 S 
Ditto Beejapoor .. - 7.85.08.560 14 1 
Ditto Hyderabad - 6.48.67.483 0 0 

Ditto .caDdeish - , 57.49.819 0 S 

Rupl}es 18.05.17.294 6 1 
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or ten per cent, over and above the Chouth; and 
the SwuraJe·, hteralI~ meaning our O'lIJn sove
reignty, or the distncts possessed by Slvajee at the 
time of IfIs death, wruch were granted to Sh~ ex· 
cepting the detached possessIOns in CandeISh, the 
fort of Trimbuck, with the adjoining district, and 
the conquests south of the \Vurdah and Toong
buddra rIVers, which were not ceded. In hen 
of such of these claims as lay to the north of the 
Beema, diStrICts beyond the hne of forts from Tat
tora to .Muchindergurh, as far east as Punder ... 
poor, were wholly ceded to Shao, and also those 
districts which Aurungzcrbe bad promISed to bim 
at the time of bis mam8aO'C in that emperor's camp .. 

The S~deshmookhee estunated in rupees, 
at - 1.80.51.730 0 0 

Peshkush, or estabhshed fee on heredItary 
nghts conferred, 651 per cent - Il.75.16.762 0 0 

The ImmedIate payment on dehvenng the 
deed, one-fourth, or - 2.9379.190 8 0 

The remamder, payable by mstalments 8.81.37.571 8 0 

*' The followmg 18 a wt of the SIxteen dJStncts included in 
the grant of the SWDraJe. I. Poona, 2. Sopa, includmg Bara
muttee, S. Indapoor, 4. Waee, 5. The Mawuls, 6. Samra, 7. 
Kurar, 8. Kuttao. 9. Mann, 10. Pholtun, I I. Mulkapoor, 12-
Tarla, IS. Panalla, 14. Azerah, 15. Joonere, and 16. Kolapoor .. 
The Pergunnas north of the Toongbuddra, mcludmg Kopau~ 
Gudduck, HullyaI, and all the forts wluch were captured by 
Sl'vaJee. The Concan, cODSlStmg of, 1. Ramnugur, includmg 
Gundavee, 2- Jowor, S. Choule, 4. Beemgurh, 5. Beemree, 
6. Kalliannee, 7. Rajpooree, 8. Dabol, 9. Jowlee, 10. RaJa
poor, n. Ponda.12.. Akolah, and IS. KoodaI. 

The above contam all that 18 useful from these deeds: to give 
a full translation 18 qwte nnnecessary, especially as, to the ge
J.teraIlty of readers, tbe substance wall prove more lDtelbgIble. 

GG2 
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The country watered by the YaiJ;la, Maun, and 
Neera, celebrated for good horses a.nd hardy sol .. 
diers, and the residence of some of the most ancient 
families in Maharashtra, who bad nott hitherto 
fonnally acknowledged the descendant of Sivajee, 
were by this cession placed nndel; his authority. 

The Mahrattas pretend, that the conquests in 
Berar by Pursojee and Kanhojee .Bhonslay, and 
their right to tribute in Guzerat and Malw~ were 
confirmed at the same time; but althoug..h some 
very ind~finite verbal promise may have been given, 
and .Ballajae Wishwanath left a wukeel, nameq DeQ 
Rao Hingunee~ for the purpose, a.s is alleged, of 
receiving the Sunnuds, yet subsequent events prove 
~the falsity of the assertion. No such confirmatio~ 
appears in the imperial deeds; the usual fees levied 
on an hereditary assignment are specified on the 
back of the grant for the Surdeshmookhe'e, but 
:bone of the three were given as perpetual aliena-
Von~. . 
\ When Ballajee Wishw,anath departed for Delhi,. he 
left hjs Dewan, Abbajee Poorundhuree, as his Moo
taliq or deputy in charge of his seal of office, and 
the duties of Pieshwa continued to be carri~ on 
at'the Mahratta court in BaUajee's name. On his 
return to Sa~ara with the imperial deeds, the scheme 
:for collecting and distributing the revenues, which 
all.adJIlit to have been, projected by Ballajee, was . , 
examined, and the system before ~lluded t~ which 
had already been partially introduced, was now ge .. 
nerally promulgated. A briefanalysisoftheirplans 
tor collecting and appropriating the revenues, will 
aii'<,m,t more insight into the character of the people. 
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and the nature of Bramin power, than the subject 
promises. It furnishes not only some explanation 
of the mode adopted for preserving a common 'in
terest among the Mahrattas, and affording pretexts 
for encroaching on the Moghuls, but it exposes the 
Jaboured artifice, by which the. illiterate Mahratta 
chief becomes wholly dependent. on his Bramin ac
countant. 

The Surdeshmookhee, or ten pet. cent on the 
revenues of the six Soobehs of the Deccan, Wa.l$ 

first set aside, and termed by the ministers the 
Raja'S WutUlI; a gratifying sound to the ears of~ 
Mahratta, whether prince or peasant. 

The imposition of the Surdeshmookhee of course 
reduced PI a proportionate degree the actual col,. 
lections from a country, the resources of which 
were already drained to the utmost; but the no
minal revenue continued the same. To have 
collected even one fourth of the standard assess
ment would probably at this period have been 
impossible; but the Mahrattas, iu all situationSt 
endeavoured to secure, in lieu of their Chouth, at 
least twenty-five per cent of the real balance. But 
although they seldom could collect it, they always 
stated the Chouth as due upon the Tunkha, or 
standard assessment, because, even should a day of 
retribution arrive, no claim of Peshkush could be 
made by the Mog~uls on that head, as none was 
specified on the deed. . 

In regard to the Surdeshmookhee, it suited both 
their foreign and domestic policy to keep that claim 
undefined; but one system in practice, that of ex

G G 3 
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acting as much as they could, was as simple as it 
was invariable. 

Of the seventy-five per cent which remained to 
the Moghuls, one third, or twenty-five per cent, 
was received, according to established usage, by the 
Foujdar, and the balance was collected, sometimes 
for the imperial exchequer, but generally on ac .. 
count of some Jagheerdar, to whom, as I have 
already mentioned in a former chapter, the Mo. 
ghul conquests in the Deccan were assigned for 
the support of troops. This general mode of ap. 
propriating the revenue, accounts for the seizures. 
resumptions, and cessions of territory, under the 
name of Jagheer, which was taken, retaken, and 
interchanged, during the later wars in the Deccan, 
between the Nizam and the Peishwa. It likewise , 
explains the practice, which prevailed in many vil· 
lages, even up to the period of the late conquests 
in Maharashtra by the British Government, of 
blinging fifty per cent of the net revenue to 
account under tne head of Jagheer, for which 
the Koolkurnees, in less than a century, could 
assign no reason except the custom of their fore
fathers. 

The Swuraje, applied in the nrst instance to that 
part olthe"territory north of the Toongbuddra pos .. 
se$.Sed by Slvajee at his death, was, upon the return 
of n~llajee Wlshwanath, ex~d in its .significa. 
tion to the whole of the Mahrattadaims, exclusive 
of the Surdeshmookhee. Of these claims one 
fourth, or twenty .. five per cent, was appropriated to 
the head of the state, in addition to the Surdesh. 
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lnookhee; and this fourth was known by the name 
of the Rqja's l)abtee·: the balance was termed 
Mokassa. t Upon the Mokassa. there were two 
Shares left at the disposal of the Raja; the one was 
Sahotra, or six per cent, and the other Nargounda~ 
.or three per cent, both calculated on the whole 
Swuraje. The balance ofthe Mokassa was sixty-six. 
per cent of the whole of the Manratta claims, ex. 
elusive of the Surdeshmookhee. 

The Sahotra was bestowed by Shao on the Punt 
Suchew, as an hereditary assignment; butit was only 
collected by the Suchew's own agents within the 
territory wholly possessed by the Mahrattas: se
parate collectors were sent by the Raja to realrze it 

• This was to distingUish it from other Babtee, or items or 
revenue. Thus they say, Surdeshmookhee Babtee, Mokassa 
Babtee, or items of revenue under these heads respectively. 

t This word was no doubt adopted from the old name of the 
Beejapoor revenue officer. The Mahrattas are not very choi~e 
in thelf etymology, and appear to have been particularly arbl ... 
trary in fixing their revenue nomenclature. Nargounda, for 
instance, which is a corruptIon of the common CarnatlC name 
for head PateU (Sur PateU, In. Maharashtra), was applied- to 
express 3 per cent upon their whole revenue, exc!uslye of ,the 
Surdeshmookhee. The office of Nargounda, or Nargaora, was 
.common under the Beejapoor government, in the dlstllctS south 
of the Kistna. Nar In the Carnatic is (I beheve) applIed, lIke 
turuf in Maharashtra, as a name for a smaller diVISIOn of a diS
trict, and Gaora IS synonymous with Pate1l. When Shao got 
possession of PanaUa, he bestowed the hereditary rIght of Nar
gaora on hIS CIutnees, which, for some reason unexplamed, had 
been forfeited by a Mahratta named Nagojee Bhaskur If the Bee .. 
japoor government. In thiS case, the Nargaora wutun, havmg 
been granted In the ArabiC year 1110, A. D. 1709-10,' before the 
plan of revenue distribution was thought ot; it was Simply an 
hereditary rIghr, a~ head PateU of the turuf. 
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in distant districts.. The Nargounda. was granted 
to different persons, at the Raja's pleasure. 

The Purdhans, independent of salaries, from the 
treasury, had many Enam villages conferred upon 
them. Ballajee Wishwanath received, several dis
tricts adjoining Poona, 'in personal Jagheer, includ
ing the fort of Loghur__ The Ptitee Needhee, the 
Peishwa, and the Punt Suchew were charged with 
the collection of the Babtee on the Raja's .a.c
cOl1nt. Thus tbere were distinct agents for real
izing the Babtee and Surdeshmookhee, for the 
Sahotra of the Punt Suchew, for the 'Nargounda 
of the assignee to whom it belonged, and for Mo
kassa to different officers for maintaining troops. 

The Mokassa was distributed amongst a great 
number of chiefs, as military Jagheer, burdened, 
according to circumstances, with dues to the head 
of the state: both of money and of troops. The 
districts of old .Mahratta J agheerdars were ex
empted from the Chouth; but they generally were 
liable to the payment of' Surdeshmookhee, besides 
fl,lrnishing their quota. of horse. Sllch Jaqheers, in 
a grant. of Mokassa for a large tract, were always 
stated as deductions, and long before districts were 
conquered, formal grants and assignments of their 
revenue were 'distributed. Numberless personal 
;'agheers and Enams, oflands and of whole villages, 
wer~, alienated by Shao: the former commonly, 
required the perf?rmance of some service, but the 
latter wt3re entirely freehold. The Raja's autho
fity was consider.ed necessary to collect the re
venues thus conceded; but authority, for which 
they were constantly petitioning, was' a mere 
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~bckery. The Bramins Soon. proved, ~t least to 
their own satisfaction, that the Raja's Sunpud was 
sufficient (or levying tribute in districts l110t speci
fied in the. imperial deeds. A district once overrun, 
-was said to be,uhder tribut~ from usage; whilst the 
others were plundered by 'Virtue qf letters patent. 

There 'Were p(.U1icular quarters of the country as
signed to the principal officers; which, as far as they 
caunowbe ascertained, were as follow:. The Peishwa 
.and Senaputtee, charged with the comma{ld of a 
,great proportion oC the Raja's personal troops, were 
,ordered to direct their attention to the general pro
tection and defen~e of the territory. Th~ former 
had authority to levy the go'V'ern.ttJ.ent dues in Can .. 
deish, an~ part of thei Balaghaut; the latter was 
vested with similar .authority in Buglana, 'and a 
right to realize the dues established by usage. 
from Guzerat. Kanhojee Bhonslay, the Sena Sahib 
Soobeh; had <!harge of Berar Payeen Ghaut" and 
was privileged to make conquests and exact tribute 
from Gondwaneh to the eastward. The Sur LusIlkur 
had Gungthuree, including part of Aurungabad; 
Futib Sing ijhonslay was appointed tQ the Carnati,c ; 
whilst the general charge of the old territory from 
the N eera to the Warna, and the collections from 
Hyderbad and Beder,. were left to thePntee Need
bee, a~d the immediate. agents of the Raj~. Thf;} 
Chitnees had particular charge of several districfs 
in the Concan. The Punt Suchew enjoyed the 
revenue of the whole Sahotra, besides his old pusses. 
~ions in. Jagbeer. The agents for collecting ,the 
Raja's Zumeendaree dues, were styled Naib Sur~ 
deshmookh. 
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Kanhojee Angria" retaining his districts in the 
Concan, levied his Chouth, as he termed it, by con
tinuing to plunder the ships of all n~tions that 
appeared on the coast. For a time, Angria re
frained from molesting the English; but in conse
quence of his taking the ship Success, under British 
colours, war was renewed in 1717, and the settle. 
ment of Bombay was endangered by his intrigues 
with a Bramin, known by the name of Rama Ka
matty", who was employed in a confidential manner, 
and in command of the Sepoys, by the governor, 
Mr. Charles Boone. On the accession of Mr. 
Phipps, as president in council, the war was vi
gorously prosecuted; but Kanhojee Angria con
tinued to deride the efforts t both of the English 

• Probably Komptee. TI~ere is a dass ofCarnatic Bramins so 
named; but Kamattees are of the labouring class, and much 
employed in Bombay as palanquin-bearers. ' 

T The following letter to the Bombay government is a 
curious specimen of his correspondence. It was received at 
Bombay, in November 1720, after an attempt on Viziadroog 
(or Gheriah), by an experution under Mr. Walter Brown. I 
have given the lettel' nearly as It appears on the records, but 
ha,ve taken a few lIberties With the translator's orthography. 

Translate of Xankojee AlIgrza's Letter to tke Honourable the 
Preszdent. 

,e 1 received your Excellency's letter, and have understood 
611 YQur .Excellency writes me. ' That 'the differences that con
tinue ewen until now are through my means; that the desire of 
possesSing what is another's is a thing very wide of reason; 
that such-lIke insults are a sort of piracy; that such proceed
ings cannot continue long; that had I from my beginning cuI. 
tivated trade, and favoured the merchant, the port I now govern 
might, by the divine favour, have in some measure vied with the 
great port of Surat, and my name have become fampus. aU which,' 
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and Portuguese, who united ta supress his piracies. 
Angria ,used to pay a tribute to the Raja in gun~ 
muskets, IQilitary stores, and ammunition~ He ~so 

your Excellency says, I is not to be brougbt about but by o.pening 
a fair trade; that be that is least expert in war generally comes 
off a sufferer thereby; and that he who follows it purely through 
a love tbat he hath thereto, will one time or another find cause 
to repent; that if I had considered this something sooner, I 
might have found some benefit and convenience thereby.' Y oUl' 
Excellency says, ' you are very well acquainted with the manner 
of my government, from its beginning, and for that reason 
you would not on any account open a treaty with me untIll set 
at hberty the people of your nation that are prison~rs here: 
after that, you would receive any propositlon from me that W8$ 

friendly, or might tend to an accommodation: 
" At all wluch I very mu.ch admire, especially when I find 

your Excellency persuaded that 1 have been the cause of the 
pastdlft"erences and rusputes, the truth ofwluch your E~ce1lenc'y 
will soon find when you examine both sides; for as tou~hing 
the desire of possessing what is another's, I do not find the mer
chants exempt from thiS sort of ambition, for this is the way of 
the world: for God gives nothing immediately from himself. 
but takes from one to give to another. Whether this is right. 
or no, who is able to determine? 

"It lIttle behoves the merchants, I am sure, to say our, 
government is supported by VIOlence, insults, and piracies; for
as-much as Maharaja (whicb is Sivajee) making war against four 
kings. founded and established bis kingdom. This was our in. 
troduction and beginning; and whether or no, by these ways. 
this government hath proved durable. your Excellency wel~ 
knows, so likewise did your predecessors; and whether it is. 
durable' or no, I would have your Excellency conSider, it IS cer .. 
tain nothing m this world is durable, which If your Excellency 
does consider, the way of this world is well known. 

"Your Excellency is ·pleased to say, 'if I had regard to, 
the weal of the people, and favoured commerce. my power 
would be much augmented, and my port become bk~ that ot'" 
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presented frequent nuzurs" in articles from Europe 
and China; and he waS sometimes charged with a 
very extraordinary duty, that of executing state 
criminals. 

Surat ;' but I never have been wanting to fa.ol1t the lDerchants, 
trading according to the laws of this country, Dor of chastising 
those transgressing the sam~ as your Excellency well knows. 
'The increase of power depends on the divIDe will, in which 
human diligence bttle availeth.' Until this day, I have kept op 
the power that was necessary: whether I shall contlDue it or no 
for the future, who can tell? but that will be as God is pleased 
to determine. 

"'Your Excellency was pleased to write, 'that war proves 
iDost fatal to those where the use of the sword is not under .. 
stood;' but in the government of his ExcelleDCY Charles 
Boone, nobody can say there was not loss on both sldes; for vic
tories depend on the hand of God, and for this reason great 
men take little notice of such losses. 

U Youi' Excellency is pleased to write, 'that he who follows 
war, purely through an inclination that he hath thereto, one 
time ot another wIll find cause to repent;' of whICh I suppose 
your Excellency hath, found proof; for we are not always vic
tOriOUS, nor always unfortunate. 

"Your Excellency was pleased to write, 'that you well un .. 
derstood the manner of my government, and for that reason 
you could not enter upon any tteaty of peace with me, unless 
1 would first set at liberty the people of your nation that are 
prisonel'S here.' I very well know your Excellency under
stands the manner of my government from its beginning, there .. 
fore this gives me no wonder; but if your E¥ceIJency says 
you 'will admit ant proposition, after having your people re
Teased! it must then llkewise say, my people are prIsoners under 
your Excellency: how can I then give liberty to yours? But 
if your Excellency'S intent was cord,a~y to admit any overtures 
of peace for endlDg our present disputes, and do really write 
me 'for that end concerning the hberty of your people, I 
am to assure you my intent is cordlally the same. It is t'here .. 
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AU the principal Mahratta officers had, as.a fur
ther means of preserving intercourse an!! union, 
particular claims assigned ta them on portions of 
revenuCt or on whole. villages in the districts of 
e;tch other. The greatest Mahratta commanders,\ 
or their principal Bramin agents, were eager to 
possess their native village; but although vested with 
the control, they were proud to acknowledge them
selves of the family of the Paten or Koolkumee; 
and if heirs to a miras field, they would sooner have 
lost wealth and rank than been dispossessed of such 
trmltun or inheritance. Yet, on obtaining the abso
lute sovereignty, they never assumed an authority 
in the interior village concerns, beyond the rights 
and privileges acquired by birth or purchase, ac
cording to the invariable rules of the country. 

Such is brief outline of the system and arrange
ments settled by the Mahratta ministry on the 
return of Ballajee Wishwanath; and such was the 
mode by which a common interest was created, 
and for a time preserved, among the Mahratta 

fore necessary, that some person of character intervene, and 
act 81 guarantee between us, to whom I will presently send 
your Excellency's people. Your Excellency will afterwards 
do the hke by mlDe : the prisoners on both sides, having by this 
means obtained their hberty, afterwards we shall enter on what 
relates to our friendship and treaty of peace for the avoidance 
of prejudice on both sides. For this end, I now write your Ex
cellency, which I hope will meet with regard; and if your Ex
cellency'S intention be to treat of peace and friendship, be 
pleased to send an answer to this, that, conformable thereto, I 
may consider on what is most proper to be done. As your Ex
cellency is a man of understanding, 1 need say no more." 
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chiefs; whilst the character of Shao, the influence 
.and power of Ballajee Wishwanath, the abilities of 
his sons Bajee Rao and Chimnajee, and the pre
ponderance of' Bramin opinion and authority, paved 
the way, though by gradual steps, for the supremacy 
and usurpation of the Peishwas .. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

FROM A.D. 1720 TO A.D. 1726. 

NJZam 001 Moolle, throwing rdf his dependence on. the Syuris, 
determines on possesszng hzmself tif the resources tif the Dec
can - difeats Dzlawur Khan, who Jalls an the contest.
Battle tif Balapoor - the deputy viciroy Alum Ally Khan 
slain - conduct Wthe Mahrattas on the otcaszon. - Hoossezn 
Ally Khan, accompanzed "!I the emperOf",.es out from Delhi 
to quell the rebellzon tif Nzztjr(& 001 Moolle, "ut is assassinated. 
-Battle tif Shahpoor. - S!Jud Abdoollak Khan difeated snd 
made prIsoner. - RCJolczngs at Delh, - promotzons - con
gratulatzons. - Conduct tif the new admznistration - Impor~ 
tant changeJ at the Mahratta court. - Deatks tif Pureskram 
Tnmhucle, BallaJee Wzskwanath and Kkundee Rao Dkaha
ray-elC'tation tif- Sreeput Rao and tif Bajee Rao.-Deat" 
W DummaJe~ Gaelcwar, ancestor tif tke reignzng Jamzly at 
Baroda. - Negotzatlons wIth Nizam 001 Moolk -. kzs VIewS 

llnd polzc!l- .s appoznted vzzzer tif tke emp,re, and proceed.'t 
to Delhi. - CourtIers consp,re against kim. - Hyder Koolee 
Khan, governor tif Guzerat, 'IncIted to rehellion - quelled hy 
Nzzam 001 Moolk, wko appoInts hzs uncle Hamed Kkan~ 
go'Vtrnor at Akmedahad, and returlJS to Delhi - is appointed 
Wuleeel.z-Mootluq - 'Wzthdraws from' court, and returns 
towards the Deccan. - Proceedzngs W Bajee Rao. - Origzn 
tff Holkar and Szndia. - Proceedings tif Oodajee Powar. -
Ckaracter tif Bajee Rao - vie'Ws dIrected towards Malwa -. 
opposed iJy Sreeput Rao - discussions. - Commandzng elo .. ~ 
quence tif BaJee Rao. - Nlzam 001 Moolle, on Ius return to 
tke Deccan, is opposed by Muhariz Khan. -Battle tif Sku
kurkkera. - Appointment W' Raja Geerdkur Buhadur as 
go'Vernor tif Malwa, and tif Sur Boolund Khan as gO'Vtrnor 
W Guzerat - Ike deputy tif tke latter is difeated oy tke u?lcle' 
W Nzzam 001 Moolle, amsted "y Kantajee Kudum Bkant!ay. 
- Roostum Ally, governor f}/' Surat, hetrayed hy Peel tyee. 
Gae'kwar - ,s also difeated. - Hamed Khan grants the 
Chouth to Kanfajee and PeelaJee - tkey qltarrel in collectinlt 
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it-: on 'Wkick tke Ckoutk tlf Guzerat, 'West if,tke Myhie, is 
asszgned to Kantajee, and that if the countrl1 east rif ,I to 
Peela;ee. - Sur Boo!u.nd Khan matcbes for Ahmedabad.
Battle at the Shah. a-bagk - distracted state W Guzerat.
BaJee Rao's incurszon, intQ Mal'Wa,,-Notice:qj'an ezpet!2t;01I 
to the Carnatic. 

~D~ THE measur6S which the Syuds adopted 
1790. h were t e reverse of conciliatory; they 

were- respected by the people,' but tliey neither 
g~ined the g~-~ll of the nobility, nor of the 
p:;tge~nt e.mpe.rof w1lqIl) tb't!y had raise a Nizam' 
0001 Moolk, governor of Malw~ who always medi. 
tated _ the means o( azgrandizing himself, encou
rag-ed by these appeatiitrces of discontent, and 
secretly incited by p~J;'sons'''in the co~fidenc.e of 
Mohumroud Shah, fo;t:med the resolution of throw
ing off. his dependence on tpe Syuds, . aJti; of 
resisting their authority by possessing himself of 
the resources of the Deccan. He was aided in rus 
projected scheQle, ~y Murhummut Khan, a dis. 
affected officer of considerable talent, whom he 
had gained, and the awakened suspicions of the 
S~uds determined his purpolie. ' 
\ AssulUing the 'title of Asif-ja, Nizam 001 

Moolk :crossed the Nerbuddah, at the bru\d of 
twelve thousand men. The fort of Assee.rgurh was 
givE{n uJ? to him' by Talib Khan, for -a sum of 
money;, Burbanpoor was surrendered by Mobum .. 
mutL'Anwar Khan, and the whole of Candeish, in 
a. very shott time, submitted.,' Chunderseyn Jadow, 
Nimoolkur the son of Hybut ,Rao the late Sur
lushkur, Rao Rlimbha: Nimbalkur; several other 
M:ahfattas, discontented with Shao,. and some 
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troops belonging to Sumbhajee, from Kolapoor, 
attached themselves to his -standard.· 

At this juncture there were two armies in the 
interests of the Syuds, at no great distance from 
each other; the one under Dilawur Ally Khan, 
was on the frontiers of Ma.l;vya, and the other, was 
the army of the Deccan, stationed at Aurungabad, 
with the deputy liceroy, Alum Ally Khan, a 
nephew of the Syuds, left in charge of the govern
ment, when his uncle Hoossein Ally Khan depart-. 
ed for Delhi, to depose Ferokhsere. As the rains 
were at hand, Nizam 001 Moolk probably contem. 
plated that the advance of the former might be 
obstructed by the swelling of the Nerbuddah and 
Taptee, and tha~ he should be able to decide the 
fate of the Deccan, and become master of its re
sources, before the deputy viceroy could be re-in
forced from Hindoostan. Dilawur Ally Khan, 
however, marched with such rapidity, that he 
crossed the rivers whilst still fordable, but eithel;: 
incapable of perceiving, or disdaining the advan
tage which would have been insured, by forming a 
junction with the troops at Aurungabad, and intent 
only on attacking his enemy, he marched straight 
for Burhanpoor. Nizam Dol Moolk prepared to 
receive him, and being aware of the impetuous 
character of his adversary, adopted an order of 
battle suggested by his experience of Deccan war
fare: he sent forward and displayed a part of his 
army, to stimulate the ardour of Dilawur Ally 
Khan, who rushed upon them, pushed forward in 

• Mahratta MSS., and Khafee Khan. 
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imagmed victory, was drawn into an ambuscade, 
defeated, and slain. "" 

Alum Ally Khan, the deputy viceroy, had 
not assembled the whole of his army, when news 
of thIS disaster reached Aurungabad; the troops 
of Shao, under Kanhojee Bhonslay, the Sena 
Sahib Soobeh, and Hybut Rao Nimbalkur speedily 
joined Shunkrajee Mu1har, who, since the depar
ture of Hoossein Ally Khan, had resided with the 
deputy viceroy, as the envoy of Shao. Khundee 
Rao Dhabaray, who had just returned from 
Delhi, was hkewise despatched from Satara, with 
a body of horse. Alum Ally Khan advanced 
towards Burhanpoor, and sent forward the Mah. 
rattas to harass hIS opponent. NlZam 001 MooIk, 
who had been busily employed in preparing his 
own troops, and sowmg seditIOn among those of 
hiS adversary, likewise advanced; but the Poor
na river being greatly sw01n, hiS march was for 
a time interrupted, untIl a ford was discovered. 
The Mahratta horse on each side had frequent 
skirmIshes as the Moghul armies approached 
each other; but Nizam 001 MooIk, previous to 
engaging, stationed his Mahrattas at a village 
some distance in ~he rear. Choosing an arange
ment nearly similar to that by which his late success 
had been achieved, Nizam 001 Moolk attacked 
his adversary at Balapoor in Berar Payeen Ghaut, 

• 'The Surat records, containing the report of the day 
(Monday, 20th June, 1720) gtve a different account, and say, 
cc Nlzam 001 Moolk prevented the junctIOn." That he should do 
so l!~$ probable, but I have followed the concurring testimo!l1 
of the Moghul hIstorIans. supported by Mahratta manuscripts. 
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drew him into an ambuscade, where, after great 
efforts of personal valour, ami after many of his 
troops had fled or deserted to his enemy, Alum 
Ally Khan at length fell, surrounded by Mahrattas 
slain in his defence. On this occasion the. Mah. 
rattas behaved as faithful auxillaries, and fought 
with bravery; they lost no person of note, except 
Shunkrajee Mlllhar, who was. mortally wounded, 
and made prisoner.· 

The news of this secon<f victory, which was 
gained by Nizam 001 Moolk, about the end of 
July, was received at Delhi wIth consternatIon 
by the Syuds, but with secret satisfaction by the 
emperor. Various were the plans proposed by the 
two brothers, but it was at last determined, instead 
of yieldmg the government of the Deccan to Nizam 
Dol Moolk, a measure strongly advised by their 
Hindoo agent, Ruttun Chund, that the younger 
Syud, Hoossein Ally Khan, should march for thff 
Deccan, taking with. him the emperor, and a well 
appomted army sufficient to crush this formidable 
rebel. 

Accordingly, Hoossein Ally Khan, accompanied 
by the emperor, having made every preparation, 
took leave of his brother,. and commenced his march, 
southward. The Tooranee M6ghuls, fHends .and 
countrymen of Nizam Dol. Moolk, dreaded the 
event of a war in the Deccan; but stimulated by 
the succesS' of Nizam Dol Moolk, whom they con"'! 
sidered a chief of their tribe, and encouraged by 
the connivance of the emperor, a conspiracy was 

• Khafee Khan, and Mahratta MSS. 
H H 2 
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formed against the life of Hoossein Ally Khan, by 
three daring individuals, .on Qne of whom fell the 
lot of striking the blow. The assassin effected his 
deadly purpose at the expence of his hfe. The 
surviving conspirators, Mohummud Amin Khan, 
and Sadut Khan, joined by Hyder Koolee Khan, im
mediately placed the emperor at the head of such 
troops as they could command, proclaimed their 
TesQlution of freeing him from the tyranny of the 
Syuds, 3Nd after considerable bloodshed, obtained 
the ascendancy in camp. An Indian army readily 
changes masters, and even under circumstances of 
national hostility, where the commander of the 
vanquished has -'been slain, and his followers accept 
of service from the victor, the new chief; to use 
their own e~pression, "whose salt they eat," fre
quently advanc~s at their head with as much con
fidence as if they had never been his enemies; on 
the present Qccasion, although the army had pre
viously looked on Hoossein Ally Khan as their 
master, they were employed under the name and 
authority of Mohummud Shah. Th~ chiefs of the 
conspiracy, therefore, after they had prevailed over 
the immedla~e dependants of the Syuds, found no 
difficulty hi securing the fidelity of the army, and 
theimpenal standards were advanced towards the 
capital. Syud Abdoollah Khan, on hearing of this 
revo)ution, by means of the treasure at his com
mand, assembled a large army in a few days, and 
placing on the throne a rival to Mohummud Shah, 
march~d forth to punish tne murderers of his 
brothers. The armies met at Shahpoor, where a 
bloody contest, long dubious, at length ended in 
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the defeat of Abdoollah Khan, who was wounded 
and made prisoner. 

l\fohummud Shah, on thus becoming entire 
master of the empire, in gratitude fot the services 
he had experienced, appointed Mohummud Amin 
Khan his vizier, Khan Dowran received the title 
of U meer 001 Oomrah, Kummur-ud-deen Khan, 
the son of Mohummud Amin, was raised to high 
dignity, Hyder Koolee Khan, and Sadut Khan, 
were also promoted, and all those who had dis
tinguished themselves. in the battle of Shahpoor, 
were rewarded and honoured.· 

The emperor entered his capital in splendid pro
cession, and for many days nothing was heard but 
rejoicing and festivity. Letters of suhmission"and 
professions of loyalty poured in from every quar
ter; Nizam 001 Moolk offered his congratulations; 
Shao's envoy was equally prompt in paying homage, 
and the chiefs of the European factories, through 
the different Sobehdars and Foujdars, sent humble 
offers of congratulation, and best wishes for his 
majesty's long and happy reign .. 

The reign of Mohummud Shah was indeed long, 
but ages of ordina~y dlE~y were crowded into that 
penod. The rapId ru~ of the empire, and the 
terrible fate over-han~~ the venerable Delhi; 
form a melancholy con with the gaiety and 
splendour which now g ~~ened its inhabitants, 
and for which the Mog¥ capital was still cele
brated. Smtable answers iIDd returns were made 
to all the messages, letter~1 and presents, which. 

;I Seyr Mutuikhereen. 
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crowded in upon the young emperor. Nizam 001 
Moolk, whose successful revolt had been the pri.
mary cause of the present happy revolution, was 
particularly honoured, and shortly afterwards, in 
consequence of the sudden death of Mohummud 
Amin Khan, he was not only permitted to retain 
his viceroyalty, in addition to his government of 
Malwa, but raised to the office of' vizier of the 
empire; arrangements, however. in the Deccan 
and Carnatic, to which we shall presently revert, 
prevented his appearing at court, until the month 
of January 1722. 

Amongst the appointments of' this period, it is 
proper to mention those of Hyder Koolee Khan, 
to Guzerat, which he at first governed by deputy; 
and of'Sadut Khali, first to Agra and afterwards to 
Oude; durmg the short time the latter held both 
governments, he also entrusted Agra to a deputy. 
Sadut Khan has been already mentioned as an 
active conspirator against his former patrons the 
Syuds, and he afterwards bore a large share in the 
events of his time, but he is best known in British 
India, as the ancestor of the present King of 
Oude. 

'The nrst event which attracted the attention of 
the new administration at Delhi, and on the issue 
of which that of all India was probably fixed, 
arose from the rebellion of the Rajpoot prince of 
J oudpoor, Ajeet Sing, 'Who, originally. in the 
interest of the Syllds, had possessed himself of 
Ajimere. Hyder Koolee Khan and Sadut Khan, 
proposed marching to reduce him to obedience, 
but Khan Dowran, the principal minister, in the 
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absence of Nizam 001 l\folk, unwilling to relin
quish the command of the expedition, was at the 
same time afraid of losing his influence when at a 
distance from the young emperor; he was also 
averse to quit the pleasures of the capital, and at 
last assented to the appointment of Kummur-ud .. 
deen Khan for this service. The latter, however, 
required some preliminary concessions in regard 
to his powers of command, which could not be 
complied with; in short, the expedition was aban
doned, and the imperial authority compromised, by 
admitting excuses and professions of' submission 
from Ajeet Sing, which were tende~ed to the em
peror through Khan Dowran. Nor did a mere 
pardon suffice; by the influence of Khan Dowran, 
Ajeet Sing was ,appointed to the government of 
Agra, in consequence of the assas~ination of the 
deputy of Sadut Khan, and thus, as the Khan was 
not consulted, the emperor's enemy was conciliated 
at the expence of his friend. 

In the meantime, several important changes had 
also taken place at the Mahratta court, chiefly owing 
to the death of three of the principal ministers; 
Pureshram Trimbuck, Ballajee \Vishwanath and 
Khundee Rao Dhabaray. Sreeput Rao, second son 
of the Pntee N eedhee, had succeeded his father 
pureshram Tnmbuck previously to the return of 
Ballajee Wishwanath from Delhi. The Peishwa's 
health had suffered considerably £i'om the fatIgue of 
the journey, find the labour he had bestowed on 
dIfferent arrangements after his return: he there
tore, obtained permiSSIOn from the Raja to retire 

H H 4 
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for a short time to 8assoor, where his family resi .. 
ded, but his constitution ,being completely exhaust

ed, he only survived a few days." He left 
(Oct.) two sons Bajee Rao and Chimnajee, and 

two daughters, Bhew Bye married to Ab
hajee Naik,\ the brother of Bappoojee Naik, a rich 
banker of Baramuttee; and Annoo Bye, the wife 
of Narrain Rao Ghorepuray, of Eettul Kurinjee, 
connections which have reference to futur~ circum
stances. Ballajee's eldest son, Bajee Rao, was not 
formally invested with the dignity of' Peishwa for 
nearly seven months after his father's death; the 
reason for this delay is no where explained, but it 
may be attributed to the absence of the principal 
officers; or Bajee Rao may have joined the army, 
which dId not return beyond the Godavery for 
some time after the battle of Balapoor. 

The troops of Khundee Rao Dhabaray behaved 
with great bravery on that occasion; and one of' his 
officers, Dummajee Gaekwar, who with several of 
his sons had long stood high in Khunde Rao's 

, t 

estimation, had so particularly distmguished him-
self, that on his return he recommended him to 
Shao in the warmest manner. The Raja, in con
seqt).ence" appointed him second in command under 
Khundee Rao,. with the title of Shllmsher Buhadur .. 
Spch wa~ the 'origin of the ancestor of the reigning 
famiJy at Baroda. Neither Dllmmajee nor Khundee 

* One authOl ity, the Calendar of the Poona Duftur, states 
his death in Apru 1721; but the origm of the mistake is ac
counted for by the delay which occurred m the appointment of 
bis succe~l>or. 
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Rao Dhabaray, survived their return above 
t7;i". a few months: the son of Khundee .RfLo, 

Trimbuck Rao Dhabaray, was honoured with 
the dress of Semiputtee in May; the same month 
in which Bajee Rao received his clothes of investi
ture., as Peishwa. Peelajee Gaekwar, an active 
partizan, the son of Junkojee Gaekwar, succeeded 
to the situation of his uncle Dunrmajee; and Chim
najee, the second son of the late Peishwa, was ap
pointed to a similar command under his brother. 
Chimnajee likewise received the district of Sopa, in 
Jagheer. Abbajee Punt foorundhuree, their fa
ther's Mootaliq, according to the rule of appoint"'\ 
ment by the Raja, was re-invested by Shao with 
scrupulous ceremony. During the int~rval be
tween the death of Ballajee Wlshwanath, and the 
.appointment of Bajee Rae, Abbajee Punt Poorund. 
llUree transacted ordinary affairs with the seal of 
the late Peishwa; but a great part of the business 
fell int()lf the hands of Khundoo Bullal Chitnees, 
and Sreeput Rao, Pritee N eedhee. The former 
gave his attention principally to Angria, the Seedee, 
and affairs in the Concan'; whilst the Pritee Need
hee, aided by Anund Rao, Somunt Purdhan, con
ducted the important negotiations which were 
pending with Nizam 001 Moolk. 

The son of Anund Rao, named 1Vfahtajee, was 
employed as Shao's wukeel, and the temporizing 
policy and character of Nizam 001 MooIk, are 
strongly marked in his conduct during the year 
which followed the victory at Balapoor. At :6rst, 
whilst he apprehended an attack from Hoossein 
Ally Khan"he cemented his friendship with Sumb. 
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hajee, of Kolapoor, and conciliated Shao by pro
mising to give up all that the r-oyal grants conceded. 
No !.'looner was he apprized of the ascendancy ac
quired hy his party at Delhi, and of the loss the 
Mahrattas had sustained in the death of Ballajee 
Wishwanat~, than he began to start objections to 
the establishment of Shao's collectors, founded on 
some pretensions set up by Sumbhajee and Chun .. 
derseyn Jadow. But the wise precautions of Bal
Iajee Wishwanath, and the communion of interest 
which the dIstribution of the ceded revenues had 
produced, placed the Raja of the Mahrattas in a 
far more commandmg situation than that in which 
he had stood during the first period of the govern
ment ofNizam 001 Moolk, in the Deccan. The 
wukeel remained at Aurungabad, where hIS argu
ments would probably have been oflittle avail, but 
a vast army ofMahrattas was assembling in Gung .. 
thllree, under the Sur Lushkur, and their appear. 
ance, no doubt, had considerable effect in expediting 
the delivery of orders to permit the Raja Shao to 
establish his collectors. A fresh firman, obtained 
by the Mahratta wukeel at Delhi, from Mohum. 
mud Shah, opportunely arrived to remove from 
Nizam 001 Moolk the appearance of having yield
ed to menace, and afforded an opportunity of 
evincing the promptitude with which he obeyed 
the 'lrpperial commands. 

Nizam 001 Moolk, in raising objections, had 
not contemplated the train which had been laid 
under the administration of Ballajee Wishwanath; 
he wished to procrastinate, and to involve the 
Mahrattas in 'war with each other, but he was, for 
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various reasons, desirous not to precipitate hosti
lities between the Mahrattas and himself. He 
dreaded the increase of their power, only as far 
as it affected his own views; the prospect of ag .. 
grandizement at the imperial court, which opened 
to him, upon the death of the Vizier, Mohummud 
Amin Khan, seemed incompatible with his plan of' 
independent sovereignty, but he waS unwilling to 
relinquish the one or the other. 

His prompt obedience to the royal commands 
may have been favourably viewed by a young 
monarch, just emancipated, although it confirmed 
the alienation of half the revenUes of the Deccan; 
but Nizam 001 Moolk, in whatever light his Con
duct might have been regarded at court, on- this 
occasion had the addr~ss to gain the good opinion 
of Shao, to Hatter and conciliate the Pritee Need. 
hee, and to gain the Somunt by bribery. 

On a general view, his plans were calculated to 
preserve his rank at court, and his power in the 
Deccan; to keep alive the old, and to create new 
dissensions among the Mahrattas; to preserve a 
connection with that nation, in case it should ulti .. 
mately be useful to drrect their attacks from his 
own to the imperial territories; and, however 
inconsistent some of those designs may seem, in 
this system of political artifice, through the remain
der of a long life, Nizam 001 Moolk, not only per ... 
severed, but generally prospered. 

His first object was to ascertain by personal ob. 
servation, the character of the new Moghul govern. 
ment, and what he might expect or apprehend 



476 HISTORY OF THE MAHRATTAS. 

from the emperor's present friendship or future 
enmity. He was on his way to court when he was 
recalled for a short time in consequence of disturb. 
ances in the Beejapoor Carnatic; to which, after 
concluding some arrangements, he appointed a new 
Soobehdar, an'd resumed his march for the capital, 
where, as already related, he arrived in January, 
1722. 

Nizam 001 Moolk, on assuming the PQst 
~7~2. of Vizier, endeavoured to effect some re· 

form at court, but the emperor was not 
only fond of that mirth and festivity, natural to his 
years, but weak in mind, and, as is generally the 
case with persons of that dIsposition, dissolute in 
bis behaviour. The manners of Nizam 001 Moolk 
were austere, and disagreeable both to the emperor 
and his cou!tiers. Prompt at every base intrigue, 
they soon devised a scheme of freeing themselves 
from the society of Nizam 001 Moolk. Hyder 
Koolee Khan had departed for his government at 
Ahmedabad before the return of Nizam 001 Moolk 
from the Deccan, and having committed some 
irregularities, the courtiers by t4reatening him with 
punishment from the Vizier, Nizam 001 Moolk; 
and working on the passions of both parties, soon 
inflamed them to the" utmost, and drove Hyder 
Koolee Khan to further acts of disrespect and 
disobedience. Nizam 001 Moolk had censured 
the 'ma~ner in which the rebellion of Ajeet Sing 
had been passed over, and being now offered the 
post of Soobehdar of Guzerat, with the commission 
of reducing Hyder Koolee Khan, he readily ac-
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cepted it. On this service it was hoped the Nizam 
might be long employed, or fall a victim to the 
chances of war .. 

. Hyder Koolee Khan had a well appointed army, 
and his qualities as a soldier were unquestionable. 
Nizam 001 l\-IooIk, however, having sent emissaries 
amongst his troops, the greater part of those on 
whom Hyder Koolee :Khan had reliance deserted. 
which made such an impression upon him, that he 
feigned insanity, and fled in dismay to court, 
leaving his adversary in the undisturbed occup
ation of the .province. Nizam 001 M oolk, on ob. 
taining this intelligence, halted at Oojein, whither 
rrost of the principal officers in Guzerat repaired 
to pay their respects to him. All his appointments 
and arrangements were made without proceeding to 
Ahmedabad; and as he took every opportunity of 
increasing his own resources, and of informing 
himself of what was passing in the country, he set 
aside five of the most productive districts in differ
ent parts of the province, as his personal Jagheer;. 
these were, Dholka, Baroach, J umbooseert Muk
boolabad, and Bulsar. The usual establishment of 
civil and military officers were' confirmed or ap
pointed to the imperial districts. The Jagheer
dars in that province were on a different footing 
from those appointed by Aurungzebe in his late 
conquest of the Deccan, and agents, generally of 
their own nomination, superintended the revenue 
and police within their respective boundaries. 

Nizam 001 Moolk sent bis uncle, Hamed 
l~~. Khan, as his deputy. to Ahmedabad, and 

leaving his cousin, Azim Oollah Khan, 
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deputy governor of Malwa, he returned to Delhi. 
But his presence was so disagreeable to the em. 
peror, and mutual disgust was with so much dif
ficulty suppressed, that Nlzam 001 Moolk gladly 
entered into a compromise, accepted the honour of 
Wukeel .. i-Mootluq, or supreme deputy in the em .. 
pire, and :resigned his post of vizIer. Soon after, 
in the month of October, 1723, he took an op. 
portunity, on pretence of going on a hunting 
excursion, to depart for his viceroyalty in the 
Deccan; and from that time, although he always 
professed obedience to the emperor, even when 
waging war against liim, Nizam 001 Moolk became 
wholly independent, and the countnes south of 
the Nerbuddah, the conquest of which had en
gaged the MoghuI princes in much more than a 
century of war, were torn for ever from the throne 
of Delhi.:II: 

Whilst these events were passing ill Hindoostan, 
Bajee'Rao, soon after his appointment as Peishwa, 
get out with an army for Candeish, where he levied 

'* Khuzaneh Amirah, Hudeequ-i .. Alum, 8eyr Mutuakereen, 
and Mirat Ahmudee. The Mirat Ahmudee is a volummous 
Persian history of Guzerat, written in Ahmedabad: it was 
commen~ed A.D. 17~7, by Alee Mohummud, the son of the 
Moghul Dewan of the province, assisted by Meetya Lal, a Hm
doo, who died before the work was completed. It was finished 
A. D. 1756, by Alee Mohummud. Though not always to be de
pendE}4 upon, it IS the best native account or that provInce, 
and. conjoined wlth contemporary EnglIsh Records, is very 
valuable. I am mdebted to Mr. Romer, the chief of Surat, for the 
Mirat Ahmudee, and for extractmg the whole of the old re
cords of the Surat factory, which he found connected wlth the 
history of the Mahrattas. I take this opportunity of eXJ>ress
ing my senile of his hbel'aIJty and kindness. 
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his Mokassa, although not without opposition. 
From the period of' his accession he gave a con· 
siderable portion of his attention to extending 
Mahratta conquests to the northward, and his views 
were early directed to Malwa. Circumstances ge. 
nerally obliged him to return annually to Satara 

and Poona; and during three expeditions. 
:.r~: before the rains of 17fl% although he had 

sent detachments into Malwa, it is not as
certained that he crossed the Nerbuddah in person 
untIl the end of that year; nor did he remain in 
l\laI wa for any length of time, until upwards of 
eleven years after his accession as Peishwa ; various 
affaIrs in the Deccan required his presence, whIch, 
wIth the intriglH's of Nizam 00) Moolk; and do
mestic opposItIon, restrained both his ambition and 
his enterprize. . 
- Before the year 17fl4, Bajee Rao had, at dif

ferent times, defeated the Soobehdar of Burhan
poor; and an officer, named Daood Khan; sent 
against him by Azim Oollah Kijan, from Malwa. 
In one of' these battles, two of Bajee Rao's offi. 
cers, who afterwards attained high rank, were. first 
brought into notIce: the -one, MulhaIjee Holkar, 
was a SIlhdar who commanded a party of horse 
of his own; he was a Mahratta Dhungur, a class 
Qf Shooders already mentioned, and a native of 
the village of Hohl, on the Neera, of which his 
father was Chougula·; he had served under Kan
tajee Kuddum Bhanday, one of the Raja'S officers, 
and had collected a small body of horse. The 

.. The Paten's assistant. TheJ'e are none of the Chougula's 
descendants now 10 Hohl. 
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otqer officer was Ranoojee Sindia, descended from 
a younger branch of the family of Kunneirkheir, 
a village fifteen miles east of Satara. The Sindias, 
according to the legends of the country, have been 
distinguished Sillidars since the time of the Bah
mine,e dynasty; there are two Mahratta families, 
or rather tribes of this name: the one is distin
guished' by th-eir hereditary PateH viltage of Kun
neirkheir; and the other, by the appellation of 
Ruwee· Rao. Both families claim a Rajpoot de
scent; those of Kunneirkheir had a munsub under 
Aurungzebe; and Sindia's daughter, who was given 
by that emperor in marriage to Shao, died in cap
tivity at Delhi. Sindia remained faithful to the 
Moghllls; and as his fate was never known, it is 
conjectured that he was killed in some distant 
country t, possibly with Azim Shah in the battle 
of Agra, in 1707. The family, however, had 
fallen into decay, and Ranoojee, who revived its 
fame with additional celebrity, was reduced to a 
state of abject poverty, serving as a Bargeer, first 
in the Pagah of' Ballajee Wishwanath, and after
wards in that of' his son. To contrast his original 
with his subsequent condition~ he is said to have 
carried the Peishwa's slippers, and to have been 
marked by Bajee Rao as fitted for a place of trust, 
by the care he took of the humble charge com· 
mit~d to him.:I: 

* Ruwee means the sun; but I could not ascertain the origin 
of the title. 

t Mahratta MSS., and tradition. 
:\: Mahratta MSS., aod Sir J. Malcolm's Report on Malwa. 

The $sme tradition is current in different parts of the country. 
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Another officer, who attained additional dis
tinction about this period, was Oodajee Powar 
'Viswas Rao. ,JIis father was first raised by Ram .. 
chundur Punt Amat, when he governed the country 
during the siege of Ginjee, and the young man, 
having joined Shao, obtamed the command of a 
considerable body of the Pagah horse. He was 
employed on various service~", and appears to 
have been an active partizan: hke most contem
porary ]\Ianratta leaders of experience, such as 
Kantajee Kudum, Peelajee Gaekwar, and Kan
hojee Bhonslay, he calculated on the surest ad
vantage in the more distant ve_ntures, where his 
appearance was least expected. He made incur
sions into Guzerat and l\Ialwa; plundered the 
former as far as Lunawarra,. and found the latter 
province so much drained of tl.'oops, that- he was 
enabled to remain some time in the country, inti
mating to the Raja, that if supported, he might 
collect the Chouth and Surdeshmookhee in every 
direction. How long he maintained his station in 
the country, on his first inroads, is uncertain; but 
it is probable that he was obliged to retire from 
Dhart, where he first established himself upon the 
appointment of Geerdhur Buhadur, whose exer
tion -in the defence of Malwa, was one principal 
cause of preventing the ~Iahrattas, from getting a 
firm footing in that province, for more than ten 
year~ .after the accession of Bajee Rao. 

The progess of Oodajee Powar, the news orsuc-

• Original memorandum of instructions, at different times 
issued by Shao. where Oodajee Powar IS menboned. 

t Dhar IS a fortress in the west of Malwa, of great antiquity. 
VOL. I. I I 



48~ HISTORY OF THE MAHRATTAS. 

cesses by Kantajee Kudum Bhanday and PeeIajee 
Gaekwar, in Guzerat, and the dissensions between 
Nizam 001 Moolk and the imperial court, oppor
-tupely occurred to favour the Peishwa in his views 
of ext~ndmg the Mahratta conquests in Hin .. 
doostan, which were, at first, disapproved by Shao, 
and from prudential motives, as well as party feel .. 
ings, strongly opposed by Sreeput Rao, the Pritee 
Needhee; but here, some eJl:planatory digression 
is required. r 

The reader has already obtained considerable 
insight into the character of Nlzam 001 Moolk. 
That of his great rival, though occasional ally, 
Bajee Rao, might have been allowed to develop 
itself; but the history of the perIod is intricate, 
owing to the varying plans, or the domestic affairs 
of the different powers, the vast space to which 
attention must be dlrected, and the numerous 1 

actors that will s~a~t up every year to consequence 
or to sovereignty; but the leading personages are, 
the Nizam· and the Peishwa. 

Bajee Rao was early trained to habits of business 
by his father; he had accompanied him to Delhi, 
and was present at one or more interviews which 
took place between Ballajee and the Raja' J ey 
Sing of Jeypoor, a circumf:ltance which promoted 
a future connection with that celebrated chief. 
Bred a soldier as well as a statesman, Bajee Rao 
uniie~ ,the enterprise, vigour, and hardihood of a 

.. Universal custom amongst the EnglIsh scarcely authorizes 
this misnomer; but I have sometimes used the Nzzam, instead 
of Nlzam 001 Moolkb, Nlzam Ally, &c., or the Soobehdar of 
the Deccan. 
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l\fahratta chief, with the polished manners, the 
sagacity, and address which frequently dIstinguish 
the Bramins of the Concan. Fully acquainted 
with the financial schemes of his father, he selected 
that part of the plan calculated to direct the pre
datory hordes of Maharashtra in a common effort. 
In this respect the genius ofBajee Rao enlarged the 
schemes which his father-devIsed; and unlIke most 
Bramins, of him it may be truly srud, he had both 
the head to plan, and the hand to execute. To 
the assiduous industry and mmute observation that 
seem inherent in hIS cast, he superadded a power 
of discrimination that taught hIm to direct hIS mind 
to those leading points of political importance, 
which tended so materially to extend Mahratta 
sway, dLlrin~ the perIod of his administration. 

Besides his foreign enemies, Bajce Rao had a 
domestIc rival of some abilities in the Pritee Need
hee. Jealousy, in public situations, IS a passion 
which the most subtle Bramins can rarely com
mand or conceal; It prevails in a remarkable 
degree amongst all of them, but it ,is most con
spicuous between Bramms of different trIbes.· 
The rivalry of Sreeput Rao tended to preserve the 
Raja'S ascendancy, as head of the state, for a 
longer period than it might otherwise have existed; 
but whllst It usefully controlled the conduct of 
Bajee Rao and Chimnajee Appa, both of whom. 
are said to have been naturally dommeering, it 
also, for some yearsl cramped the efforts of the 
Peishwa, obliged him to return to Satara more fre-

if BaJee Rao was a Concamst. Sreeput Rao a Deshl8t, of 
the class Yajurwedee. 

I I !l 
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'quently than was conducive to the success of dIstant 
expeditions, and aided Nizam 001 Moolk in his 
endeavours to excite interna1 dissensions amongst 
the Mahrattas. 

The Pelshwa's first proposal for exacting, what 
he called the established trIbute from Malwa, and 
extending Mahratta conquests into Hindoostan, 
was vIOlently, and as already notic~d, for a time 
successfully opposed by the Pritee Needhee. The 
latter represented it as " rash and Imprudent ;-that 
the head of' the state might not be called upon to 
account for casual inroads, but that to grant such 
an authority to the Mookh Purdhan, must draw 
upon them the whole power of the .empire, and 
precipitate hostilities with Nizam 001 Moolk, 
whose victorious army was stIll at their gates. 
That so far fi'om being prepared for resistance, 
there was a total want -of regularity even in the 
arrangements laId down, that they could scarcely 
quell a common insurrection, and that ~ntering on 
a war, when they had not yet secured what had 
been ceded, was the extreme of folly and of rash
ness." The Pritee N eedhee added, that" he was 
a soldIer as well as the Peishwa, and as ready as 
Bajee ltao could be to head any expedItion, when 
it might become expedient; that after they had 
established their collectors, and arranged other 
parts of the country, it would be advisable, before 
pur~l;I1pg their conquests in the north, to reduce 
the Carnatic, and recover the territories conquered 
by Sivajee ,-that a1thc~gh Futih Sing Bhonslay 
held Sunnuds for collecting the Mokassa of the 
Carnatic, his troops, from the power of Sumbhajee, 
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at Kolapoor, amI h~ abettors, Chowan, Ghore~ 
puray, and the nabob of Savanoor, could scarcely 
venture to cross the Klstna, and that the tirst effort 
should, therefore, be made In that quarter." 

Such were probably the real OpInIOnS of Sreeput 
Rao, but the wIsdom of' RaJee Rao was of a muchl 
hIgher order. He comprehended the natUlc Ofpl~ 
datory power, he perceIved Its growth In the turbu. 
lence and anarchy, for whIch the system of dIstnbut
mg the revenue was the first remedy, he fOlesaw, 
that confusIOn abroad would tend to order at home; 
and that as commander of dIstant expedItions, he 
should acqmre the rurectIon of a larger force than 
any other chIef of the empIre: tha.t the' resoUlces 
ot' the Deccan would not only Improve by with .. 
drawmg the hordes of horse whICh unprofitably 
consumed them~ but m,ust fall undel the control of 
that person who could JIlost readIly procure em
ployment and SubsIstence for the troops, and who, 
at the same time, could concilIate, as- well as 
overawe, the msubordmate and predatory bands, 
of all casts and descnptIOns, composmg the Deccan
soldIery. 

Whilst he suppressed hIS lat~nt desIgns, and 
partly admItted the Justice of Sreeput Rao's ob"erv
atlOll&, he endeavoured, by hIS commanding elo
quence, to arouse enthuslasm or ambition m the 
Raja, by recapltulatmg the conquests of h1s dIllS. 
tnous grandfather, and remmdmg him of the powerr 
ful kmgs, the mIghty emperor, wIth whom be had 
successfully contended: he pamted the present 
condItion of Indla,-the weakness, mdolence, and 
unbecJhty of the Moghuls,-the actIvlty, energy 

I I ::3 
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and enterprIze of the Mahrattas; he observed, that 
" If the great 8ivajee had been of the same opinion 
as the Pritee Needee, he would have thought it 
necessary, before venturing mto the Carnatic~ 
to 1 educe Beejapoor and Golcondah. As to 
their domestl,$! quarrels beyond the Kistna, it 
would be time to thmk of them hereafter; and 
that by the influence of the Raja's good fortune, 
every deSIre would be a_ccomplished." After a 
speech on one occasion of considerable length, 
wInch seemed to have a great effect on 8hao and 
all present: " Now is our time," said this gallant 
Pelshwa, "to drive strangers fi'om the land of 
Hindoos, and to acquire Immortal renown. By 
dhecting our efforts to Hmdoostan, the l\1ahratta 
flag in your reign shall fly from the Kistna to 
the Attock." -" You shall plant it on the Him
malya," exclaimed the Raja", "-you are mdeed a 
noble son of a worthy father." 

Bajee Rao improved the opportunity by urging 
8hao not to think~of minor objects, and alluding to 
the Moghul empire, "let us stnke," said he, "at 
the trunk of the withering tree, the branches must 
fan of' themselves." t 

At what time this consent was obtained, or in 
what year the original commission was issued, is 
not ascertained. The form of obtaining the Raja's 
authority, on all such occasions, was rigidly ob
servea tby the Peishwas, at a stage when their su
premacy was very far advanced; because, by virtue 

'lYe " In the Kunur Khund," (beyond the Hlmmalya mountams,) 
is the lIteral translation of Shao's exclamation. 

t Mahratta MSS. 
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of that authority, and their station as Mookh (or 
chief) Purdhan, even when their usurpation became 
complete, it suited the Bramin character, of acting 
as nominal servants and real masters, to rule the 
l\-fahratta chiefs as the delegate of their Prince. 

But as both the remote and immediate causes of 
the Mahratta power are only to be explained by 
fixing our attention, as much 'On the general state 
of the country, as on their domestic policy, the 
affairs of the Moghuls are now, more than ever, 
interwoven with this history. 

The departure of' Nizam 001 Moolk for his 
government in the Deccan, in a manner which 
bespoke distrust, aggravated by contempt, excited 
anger and revenge in the mind of the emperor. 
Secret orders were sent to Mubariz Khan, Soobeh. 
dar of Hyderabad, to raise an army, and oppose 
Nlzam Dol Moolk. The viceroyalty of the Deccan, 
for which he l,"eceived a lirman, was to be the re
ward of his success. 

Nizam 001 Moolk endeavoured, by his usual 
artifice of creating sedition, to break the power of 
his I rivaJ, and remained some months negociating 
before be advanced against him. He at last ar· 
rived at Aurungabad, in July 1724, and after 
.protracted discussion, when his plans had partiy 
succeeded, he took the field, and a declslve battle 
was fought at Shukurkhera, about the 1st October, 
in which Afubariz Khan, after great efforts of perM 
'Sonal valour, was surrounded and slain. He was 
gallantly SUppOi ted by four of his sons, two of 
whom fell with him, and two were desperately 
wounded. Nizam 001 Moolk sent the Khan' 

Y I 4. 
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head to court, wIth a congratulatory letter" on the 
victory attained by the emperor's arms. 

When Mubariz Khan began to make head in 
the Deccan, he threw a. strong garrison into Gol
condah, under Khwajeh Ahud, another of hIS sons, 
supported by Sundool Khan, who had long been 
governor of that place: many other forts were com
manded by officers in his interest, and as his cause 
was popular, Nizam 001. Moolk saw the necessIty 
of gaining or reducing Khwajeh Ahud, and of ob .. 
taining possession of the forts as soon as possible. 
He, therefore, marched towards Hyderabad, where, 
after some time, he effected his. design' by concili .. 
ation. The emperor, In order to reduce.!he Eower 
of Nizam-aol ~.Jlun.ucll....aa...v.Qfl.§~ad 
Issued a firman, deprivi~Q.i.m...~g~r!l~J;Qt~ 
!rf"'U~e~atan~~9!_];!g.QtYJlcLKha.D.-w.as 
app~i!l.tedJQJhe.JQrmer. JUld ..Raja...Geewhut flo Bu
hadur to the latter; as the troops. in the interest 
of the Nizam had been wIthdrawn from Malwa 
to support his pretensions in the Deccan, the 
Raja Geerdhllr occupied the province without op
position. t 

Shujaet Khan was appointed deputy governor of 
Guzerat by Sur Boolund Khan; but although 
Hamed Khan, who had been left in charge of the 
province, on the part of his nephew Nizam 001 

* He was a Nagur Bramin, a tribe common in Guzerat, who. 
since the times of the Mahomedan kings of that country, had 
been distinguished in the Mahomedan serVlceJ both as men of 
bUSiness, and as soldiers. 

t Seyr Mutuakhereen, Khuzaneh Amirah, Mabratta MSS •• 
&c. 
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l\Ioolk~ could 110t prevent his occupying the capital~ 
he determined not to relinquish 11is government 
without a struggle. Having repaired to Dohud, 
~ invited !{an~~!ll,e.e I\udum Bbanda.r" one ofShao's 
officers, to join hIm; an invitation, which Kantajee, 
on promise of getting the Chouth, readily em. 
braced. They first came to Kuppurwunj, where 
Hamed Khan, having established-a correspondence 
with his friends at Ahmedabad, procured correct in .. 
teUigence of Shujaet Khan's movements, watched his 
opportunity, and attacked; defeated, and slew him, 
within a few miles of Ahmedabad, where Hamed 
Khan's authority was again acknowledged. On 
this event, RoostJlm Ally Khan, the brother of 
Shujaet Khan, Foujdar of Surat, who had just 
gained some advantages over Peelajee Gaekwar in 
the neighbourhood of that city, made a truce with 
Peelajee, and invited him to join in an attack on 
Hamed Khan. Peelajee had been previously en
gaged by the emissaries of Nizam 001 Moolk, to 
assist his uncle Hamed Khan, but accepted the 
overtures of Roost\lm Ally,. until he could ascer .. 
tain precisely whIch side was the most advantage
ous. He accompamed Roostum Ally towards 
Ahmedabad, crossed the Myhie at Fazilpoor, and 
had a skirmish with Hamed Khan at Arass, where 
Roostum Ally drove back his opponents by the 
fire of his artillery. By this time, Peelajee had 
made his bargain WIth Hamed Khan, and recom
mended Roostum Ally to charge the fugItives, 
leaving hIS guns to the care of' a party in the 
rear; a. fatal advice, which Roostum Ally had no 
sooner followed than Peelajee overturned the gun 
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carriages, and joined in attacking his late ally. 
Roostum Ally defended himself with bravery, until 
his reduced numbers showed him the impossIbility 
of escape, when he stabbed himself to the heart, 
in order to avoid the ignominious treatment he ex
pected in case of being made prisoner. 

Peelajee's treachery was rewarded by an 
1~;S. equal share of the Chouth with Kantajee, and 

both, in conjunction, proceeded to levy their 
assignments. But the dIvisIOn of the money led to 
perpetual dIsputes; Peelajee, as the agent of Dhaba .... 
ray Senaputtee, considered himself the superior 
authority in Guzerat, and Kantajee, as an officer of' 
the Rajas, despIsed his pretensions. For some time 
these differences only produced heavier impositions 
on the towns and vIllages; until, 0,1 their approach 
to Cambay, where the'y began as usual to burn the 
suburbs for the purpose of intimidation, the inhabi
tants, aware of their dissensions, affecting to consi. 
der Kantajee the superior, sent a messenger to 
Peelajee hinting this circiImstance, and offering 
him '20,000 rupees to leave the place. Peelajee, 
exasperated by the msult, confined the messenger, 
Kantajee insisted on his bemg released, and both 
flew to arms to assert their prerogative. After a 
severe conflict, within sight of the walls, Peelajee 
was dIscomfited, and retired to Mahtur, a village 
near. Kaira. The contnbution from Cam bay was 
leviedil>y the victor, apd five thousand rupees de .. 
manded from the English factory, where the agents 
pleaded exemption, in consequence of privdege of 
trade from the "Shao Raja," but at which "the 
armed villains," as Mr. Innes, the chief of the 
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factory, in bitterness of heart, terms them, " only 
laughed." 

Hamed Khan, foreseeing the desertion of one or 
other of his allIes, made them sign an agreement,' 
by which the Chouth east of the Myhie was assign
ed to Peelajee, and that to the west to Kantajee. 
The Mahrattas still preserved their original custom 
of retiring to quarters during~the monsoon; and 
soon after the battle at Cambay, Peelajee retired to 
Sonegurh, near Surat, and Kantajee to a Jagheer 
distrIct he held in Candeish. 

Sur Boolund Khan, who had been unjustly re
moved from Cabu1, was, at this season of difficulty, 
courted by the emperor, and earnestly solicited to 
repair to his government in Guzerat, for the pur .. 
pose of suppressing the formidable insurrection of' 
Hamed Khan. The emperor was the more urgent, 
as he had been disappomted in a scheme he had 
med~tated of controllIng the Tooranee Moghuls, by 
the release of Abdoollah Khan, the elder of' the 
Syuds who dethroned Ferokhsere; but the unprin
cipled courtiers sacrificed him to theIr envy and 
fear, and removed him by poison. Sur Boolund 
Khan consented to ,assume the government, and 
every facihty bemg afforded, as he was an excellent 
and popular officer, a large army was soon assem
bled under hIs command, and though delayed for 
a time by the emperor's professmg hIS intention of 
accompaning him, at last proceeded gn hIS route to 
Ahmedabad. Nizam Dol Moolk, aware of 'the 
abilIties of his uncle's opponent, wrote to him to 
resign the province with a good grace, but Hamed 
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Khan, not choosing to follow this suggestion, pre
pared to defend himself. He had almost despaired 
of being joined by the Mahrattas, and was obliged 
to leave Ahmedabad defended by a weak garrison, 
and retire before the advanced division of Sur 
Boolund Khan's army. He had only reached Mah
moodabad when he heard that the Mahl'attas had 
crossed the Myhie, and as soon as they joined him, 
he returned to Ahmedabad. But a party in the 
city, in order to pay court to the new governor, 
had overpowered his troops and forced ~them 
out. Hamed Khan encamped at the Shah-i-Bagh, 
a royal garden still in eXIstence, on the day that 
Sur Boolund Khan's advanced troops arrived at 
Udaledje; but as some of the- gun carriages be
longing to the main body had broken down, this ad
vanced'force discovered that they were farther fi'om 
support than they had contemplated, and hearing 
of the proximity of Hamed Khan, immediately took 
the alarm and began to entrench themselves. This 
precaution encouraged the Mahrattas; and Hamed 
Khan, watching their humour, led them on to 
attack the- intrenched camp, where he gained a. 
complete victory. But the advantage was pur
chased with great loss, and the Mahrattas would 
not .risk another battle. Hamed Khan, therefore, 
became,. hke them, a mere plunderer, and com
menced a warfare on the Mahratta plan. Foujdars 
were appointed, and the usual arrangements made 
with more than ordinary vigour by the new gover
nor; but Kantajee, and Peelajee, continued to 
plunder during the remainder of the season, until 
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the approach of the rains, when they took their 
annual flight. • A deceitful calm succeeded;
the fall of the rain brought back the cheering 
green, and the beautiful province of Guzerat, 
which, for hundreds of mIles, may vie with the 
finest parks of the nobles of England, was clothed 
in all its natural beauti~s, by rapid verdure and 
luxuriant vegetation. TranquillJty seemed to reign,. 
where a short time before nothing was to be 
seen, but perpetual skirmIshing; murder, and rob
bery in open day; caravans pillaged even when 
strongly escorted, and villages burning or deserted.t 

Bajee Rao, in the meantime, took advantage of 
the confusion caused by Moghul dIssensIOns, to 
carry his arms into l\Ialwa, where, although opposed 
by Raja Geerdhur, he was successful for two sea
sons in obtaining plunder and contribution. It is 
probable that Nizam 001 Moolk may, at least, have 
connived at his incursions, but there is no proof of 
any direct communication with the Peishwa. Bajee 
Rao, by virtue of the. authority vested in him by 
Shao, granted deeds to Powar, Holkar, and Sindia, 

* These flights, the Mahrattas term cc gomg to the whIte 
crow," which they say alludes to a bird of passage, hke a crow, 
that comes lD some parts of the country once a-year; hence 
also, they have a phrase for a defeated enemy, "they are rdfto 
the white crow." 

t I have extracted this account from the Mirat Ahmudee, 
Surat Records, and Khuzaneh Amirah. The last authority 
mentions a battIe near Cambay, in which the Mahrattas sus
tamed a total defeat by Nujeem-ud-deen, and tbis account' is 
follcJ\.ed by t~e Seyr ).\futuakhereen. but although the skir
mishes appear to have beel;l constant, I have not found satisfac
tory confirmatIOn of any such deCISive event, nor of the death 
of Shaikh Allah Yar, s8ld to have been kIlled In that action. 
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to levy Chouth and Surdeshmookhee, and to retain 
half the Mokassa in payment of their troops. 

1n 1726, the Peishwa was with a very large 
t7:6. :army under Futih Sing Bhonslay, which;pro

ceeded into the Carnatic, plundered the dis
tricts, and levied a contribution from Seringapa
tam. =II: No particulars of this campaign have been 

.. dIscovered; but it appears by a letter written twelve 
or thirteen years afterwards, by Bajee Rao to his 
brother, that they lost a number of men without 
gaining advantages which had been anticipated. 
From his former sentiments, and these symptoms 
of disapprobation, expressed in the letter alluded to, 
it may be inferred that Bajee Rao had objected to 
the expedition; but upon his return to Satara, he 
found more serious reasons of dIssatisfaction in the 
measures pursued by ,the Pflt~e N eedhee. The 
cause of his displeasure originated in the artful 
schemes of Nizam 001 Moolk, which, but for the 
penetration and vigour of Bajee Rao, would proba
bly have unlinked the connecting chain, by which 
Ballajee Wishwanath had joined the interests, as 
well as the inclmations, of most of the Hindoo 
chieftains of the Deccan . 

• Mahratta MSS. Colonel Wilks merely notices this incur
sion. Besides the MSS already enumerated, I have perused 
upwards of twenty MS. histories of the Peishwas. Of the 
best, two were procured by BaUajee Punt Nathoo at Poona, 
one w,~ given by Mahdoo Rao Rasba, one sent by Mabdoo 
Rao Putw1.\rdhun of MerIch, and another by Gopaul Rao of 
Tasgaom. The best Mahratta Buker of the Bhonslays of Nag
poor, IS one written for Mr. Jenkms, and sent to me by Captain 
A. Gordon. 



495 

CHAP. XV. 

FROM A. D. 1727, TO A. D. 1734. 

Plans W N,zam 001 Moolle for consol,datzng IllS own po'Wer, 
and W ·creatzng dassenszons among the Mahrattas. - Nego
caates wIth Shao, through the Pratee Needhee, and obtains the 
relznqulshment Wthe Chouth, In the neaghhourhood W Hyder
dad. - The agreement dzsappro'Ved if by the Pelshwa.
Nzzam 001 Moolle prosecutes has plans, by endea'Vounng to re
'Vz'Oe thefeud between Shao and SumhhaJee -frustrated by the 
PelShwQ - 'War.- Able conduct if BaJee Rao -forces Nzza1n 
001 Moollt ,nto terms. - Negotzatzons 'Wath Sur Booland Khan. 
- BaJee Rao obtaIns gra11ts qf the Chouth and Surdesmoole
heefor Guzerat. - Proceedzngs qf SumbhaJee, Raja if Kola
poor-he IS difCated by the Pratee Needhee. - Treaty be
tween the Mahrattas qf Satara and Kolapoor. ~ War between 
the Pezshwa and the Senaputtee. - Battle qf Dhuboy - Bajee 
Rao 'VIctorIOuS, and Dhabaray slatn. - Nzzam 001 MooNe 
dz'Verts the Peashwa's attaclcfrom h,s own, to the ImperIal ter
ratorzes. - Agreement between the Pezshwa and tlte Senaputtee 
relatl'Ve to Guzerat. - A6kee Szng, Raja W Joudpoor, ap
pOInted to supersede 'Sur Booland Khan. - Policy W Nazam 
001 Moolle. - BaJee Rao proceeds to Malwa. - War In Gu
zerat, between PeelaJee Gaekwar and Abhee Stng - the. latter 
sends emlSsanes on pretence W negoczatzng - PeelaJee IS assas
sInated. - The Pezskwa IS called to the asszstance qfthe Raja 
Chztoor Sal, an Bundelcund -forces Mohummud Khan Bun
gush anto a fort. - Bundelcund e'Vacuated by the Moghuls.
TerrltoTY granted to Bqlee Rao as a reward. !.... Raja Jey Sang 
appointed go'Vernor- if MalWQ - concludes an agreement wtth 
BaJee Rao, and concedes the go'Vernment to ham. 

THE .declining empire of the Moghuls 
t'i:r·. having been thrown into a state of great 

anarchy by Nizam 001 Moolk, and hiS 
countrymen, the Tooranee Moghuls, the Ni2a~, 
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relieved from immediate apprehensions from Mo
hummud Shah, became alarmed at the spreadmg 
power of the Mahrattas, and beheld, in their sys
tematic and persevermg encroachments on the di. 
vided revenue of the Deccan and Carnatic, the 
extinction of his own resources as well as those of 
the empire. To avert these evils, by end~avouring 
to consolidate his own power, and to cr.eate divi
sions among the Mahrattas, the measures which 
he adopted seem to have been planned with con
sIderable skill; but in forming designs, founded 
on the character of the peoplE? he overlooked the 
abilIties of his opponent, nor contemplated that 
he should, in pursuit of his own schemes, only 
strengthen the power of the Peishwa. 

Smce the battle of Shukurkhera, Nizam 001 
Mbolk had fixed his eye on Hyderabad, the an
cient capital of the Kootub Shahee kings, as fittest 
for the seat of government of the independent 
sovereignty which he himself had founded; and 
it was very desirable to remove the Mahratta col. 
lectors from that quarter, on any terms. Although 
Nizam 001 _ Moolk had confirmed the imperial 
grants m Shao's favour, a great deal of what was 
yielded was not actually given up ; numerous points 
remained unadjusted; Shao's part of 1he agree
ment, to prevent plundering, was not fulfilled, 
and constant discussions were the consequence. A 
new authority, for a part of the old lIahratta ter
ritory, was granted by Nizam 001 Moolk, which 
particulady specified the fixed personal Jagheers 
that Sbao agreed to exempt from sequestration. 
Jagbeer assignments in the old territory, about 
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Poona, whIch th~ Nlzam had gIVen to RumbhaJee 
NUI;lbalkur, one of the dIsaffected officers who had 
Jomed hun, were exchanged, fo," new graT!ts to the 
eastward, about Kurmullcl, a measure ow the part 
of Nlzam 001 Moolk, parnculaIly concllIatory to 
Shao. After tillS, a settlement;. was corcluded., 
through the Pntee Needhee,. by WhICh Sllao agreed 
to relmqUIsh the Chouth and Surdesbmookhee, In 
the nelgnbolll hood of Hyderabad., an eqUIvalent 
In money was to be paId for the former, and for 
the latter, Shao received some Jd.gheer territory,.. 
near IneLtpoOl, of which distrIct he wag, anI he
l!edltaly Deshmookht-; a Jagheer In Berar was 
confeI'red on the PrItee Needhee. Nlzam Oo~ 
Moolk had thus effected hie;; first obJ~ct by nego .. 
batton, but the e>..change met wIth the decided dls
approbatIOn of B.lJee Rao, who was ever an enemy 
to consoltdatlOn of the natul e In questlon; and 
dlsputes ran so hrgh, between hIm and the Pfltee 

,. TIle whole of- tIle partIculars of thIS agreement are not 
:known Some very long details or the early part of the settle
ment, which led to the final exchange, are preserved, but the 
most essentIal parts, regardmg the exchange of the Jagbeer, and 
the fixed payment for the Chouth and Surdeshmookheej are lost. 
1 do not thmk they, hav~ been purposely destroyed by the Mah
rattas, as many years afterwards I find orlgma,l lett-ers from 
Mahdoo Rao the Pelshwa, and Nana Furnuwees, Wfltten on an 
occaSIOn, when there were pendmg negotiatIOns wIth the Nlzam,. 
r~questmg that sear-ch migbt be made for this document The 
Hudeequ-I-alum merely mentIOns, that Nl.&am 001 Moolk 
settled, that the Soobeh of Hyderabad should be exempted. 
from the Surdeshmool.hee, dDd that a ready-money payment 
should be given IR heu of the Choutb, and the customs 

t Half of this D.esbmookbee was purchased by ShahJee;. 
after he entered the service of Mohummud Adll Shah. 

VOL. L K K 
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Needlieet , that Nizam 001 MDolk. enc.;ouraged by 
appearanceS", .and the support and alliance of. 
Cliunderseyn Jadow, Rao Rumbha, Nimbalkur" 
Jagheerdar.o£ Barsee, and Sumbhajeep Raja of 
Ko1apoor, Iesolved t~ complete the design he had 
formed. With this view, he proposed to espouse 
the cause of Sumbhajee, and to .endeavour"to create 
a complete division in Shao's government" by: 
reviving the former feuds between Shao and 
Sumbhajee. His, connection with Dhabaray and 
1?eelajee Gaekwar; his hopes of finding, through. 
the Raja Geerdhur. employment for the Peishwa's 
officers in ~lwa;: and the boasted superiority of 
his own troops, were strong inducements fin: 
making the attempt. 

Njzam 001 Maolk commen~ed, by a formal hear., 
ing of the claims of Sumbhajee, in a demand made 
for ,an equal division of the revenue;. and, accord~ 
ing to a prevalent custom in the Deccan, he se· 
questrated the property in dispute, by removing 
the collectors of the Surdeshmookhee, and dis
pl~ing the Mokassadars of Shao, until their re
spective rights should pe equitably adjus.ted. 
A~suming this privilege as viceroy, he pretended 
to. become the friend and arbiter of both parties; 
but Baj.ee Rao was not to be duped by the old 
artifice of engaging the Mahratta cousins in an, 
hereditary dispute. and quickly turned the Nizam's 
we~pons to his own advantage;. for Shao, true to 

.. The Nimbalkurs of BaTsee are distinct from the Nlmbal. 
kurs 'of KurmulIa; the head of the latter has the tit1& of Rao 
R_mbhs. The- former. i. (IDe of the famil10f Hrhut ~ Sur .. 
lusbklit .. 
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the inherent feelIng of a Mahratta, of whotrt,. even. 
amongst the peasantry, the mIldest men often be
came the most violent of human bemgs when the 
posseSSIon of wutun IS concerned, and who, for 
some tIme, had been reconcded to Nlzam 001, 
Moolk, was at once, on hearmg of thIs Interference, 
aroused to Implacable resentment agamst him, and. 
for the orne, agamst all who had formerly vm
rucated or now dared to JustIfy hiS- conduct. He
looked to> BaJee- Rao for counsel and for ven
geance; for these he would have bartered hfe, 
and for these he now VIrtually sold the supremacy 
of hiS empIre He, at first, was determmed tOo 
march 10 person,. but It was represented that suc~ 
a. procedure would place hIm on an equality with 
SumbhaJee, of Kolapoor; whereas,. none but' the 
emperor was worthy of contending with the kmg 
of the Hmdoos. Full powers were therefore de
legated to BaJee Rao; and the great influence 
which the PelShwa had acquire~ may be oeserved 
In the promptItude with whIch many of the most 
unruly and factIous of the SlUidar famlhes WillIngly 
gathered round the standard of the nabon. , 

Nlzam 001 Moolk perceIved his mIstake, -and 
sought to amend it by wntmg to Shao and the 
Pntee Needhee, that he was solely actuated by a 
wish to benent the Raja,. m order to- prevent the
usurpatIon of the Concanee Bramms, by whose 
creatures every SItuatIon was filled; that the Mo .. 
kassadars, and collectors of the Surdeshmookhee 
had been replaced by others belongmg to the Raja's 
relatlon, SumbhaJee, whQo\ he had appolnted the
Raja's deputy, as Surdeshmookh of the SlX Soobehs. 

xx ~ 
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of the Deccan; and that the Raja, when freed from 
the control the Bramins alluded to, might after
wards appoint agents entirely of' his own selection. 
But the ammoslty of Shao, worked up to the 
lughest pitch by the Peishwa's representations, was 
not to be appeased by offers, which, und~r the co
louring given to them by Bajee Rao, only added in
sult-to injury. Both parties, therefore, prepared to 
attack each other, as soon as the rains should sub. 
side and enable their horse to cross the rivers. 

Nizam 001 Moolk awaited the junction of his 
allies. Bajee Rao was first in _ the field, and laid 
waste the distrIct of Jaulna before the Moghul 
army was prepared to oppose him. Early in the 
month of November, the Mahrattas were attacked 
by Ewuz Khan, at the head of the Nizam's ad. 
vanced force; Bajee Rao partially engaged him, 
but retired, nrst towards Mahoor, then returned 
Japidly towards Aurungabad; wIthout stopping to 
plunder, he ga\ e out that Burhanpoor should be 
reduced to ashes, and marched on to Candeish, 
laying waste the country in his route. Ewuz Khan, 
followed by Nizam 001 Moolk, pursued him, in 
order to save Burhanpoor. Bajee Rao, as soon 
as the pursuing army with all their equipments 
hadpaso;;e d the Ajunta -Ghaut, sent a party to. 
wards Burhanpoor, wheeled off with the main 
b9PY to his left, and proceeded with great speed 
to' ,Guzerat, where he not only plundereu, but 
taking advantage of' Nizam 001 Moolk's notorious 
duplicity, and the enmity subsisting between him 
,and Sur Boolund Khan', he caused it to be believed 
by the latter, that the Nizam w~s the supporter of 



ABLE CONDUCT OF BAJEE RAO. ..501 

pis invasion; a rumour which gained strength, by 
accounts of the approach of the latter towards 
Surat. Nizam 001 MooIk, after being misled, 
losing some time at Burhanpoor, and fruitlessly 
following the Peishwa, at last perceived his error, 
retraced his steps to the Deccan, and determined 
to destroy Poona. But he had .. n<?t reached Ah
mednugur, when Bajee Rao, having pass~d the 
Karsarbharee Ghaut, totally destroyed the districts 
of Gandapoor and Byzapoor, whIch, from ,former 
tenure, or the late exchanges, were wholly Jag
heer. Nlzam 001 Moolk recrossed the Godavery, 
when the Peishwa, after some days skirmishing, 
drew him mto a situatlOn favou.rable to his pur-

pose, set fire to the grass, destroyed the 
l~-;'. forage, and effectually straItened his sup-

phes. The Mahrattas suffered severely by 
the fire of the artillery, but they cut off such de
tached parties as they could overpower, and drove 
off the draught cattle. At Jast, in some broken 
ground, around which, for ~everal mIles, there 
was no water, the Mahrattas completely surround .. 
~d the Nlzam's army, and so effectually impeded 
his march;- thaLnight closed before he could ex
tricate himself from his embarrassing sItuation .. 
Nlzam 001 Moolk had foreseen that thIS species of 
warfare would be practised, .and in entering upon 
the campaign, expected that the part of light troops 
'Should be performed by hIS assocIates. He had 
reproached them with theIr ~ant of vigour, - and 
recommended their adopting the same system 
against their countrymen, as Bajee Rao was prac. 
tising. But Chunderseyn Jadow represented, that' 
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most of his troops were MoghuIs; and Sumbhajee 
acknowledged, not only that his numbers were in
adequate, but that he suspected his carcoons were 
in league with the enemy. There is something 
explanatoty of .the nature of the alliance, and cha
,racteristic of the Mahratta; in Sumbhajee's re
questing, at the conclusion of -an interview, to say 
a word in private to Nizam Dol MooIk, and then 
begging of him, C( not to give the money, on ac
-count of the subsidy, to his carcoons, as they would 
defraud the troops j" whilst the Bramins, by ano
ther representation equally private, represent, "that 
Sumbh~ee would t;pend the whole 'On daricing 
glrlS'; dissipate it in drinking and debauchery; 
.and leave -them to starvation, and the troops to 
revolt." 

Nizam 001 Moolk had ne~ep been so dependant 
<m Mahratta allies; the attacks he haa experienced, 
and the privation his army endured, obliged him to 
accede to a negotiation with the Peishwa, which 
waS begun by Bajee Rao. through Ewuz Khan. 
The Nizam, however, first forced his way to a situ .. 
ation where water was procurable; !Jajee~~.J!e
!!!Jllded, .~hat ~~J?J}jje~'§p.,2!!ld .he ~~~t}o. his 

;Saw,D; ~~rity ~,21lldJ?L~9Jl~he 
.. future collection of'ilie Maluatta~hares of.r~s;lnU~ 
.. ~ilYwg:up::s:ever.[f~ed places; and that all 

~ ~~.t....)OOt. reahzed. ~hould...be m~~. 
NiiaIn 001 Moolk agreed to all the .artc1es, except 
that of delivering up hl~ ally. Bajee Rao represented 
that he was a near relation .of tha Raja'S, and that 
,he should be treated with equal respect; but it 
, :was 11t last stttIed, that Ni,zam 001 Moolk should 
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guarantee his safe arrival in Pall alIa, when ,Shan 
tihould be at~liberty to take what steps he 'might 
think proper for the, settlement of their family dis-
pute. 

-.... After a11l interchange of presents ~, :when Bajee
Rao and- Nizam 001 Moolk met for the first time, 
the armIes retired upon the concIu~lon ofthe treaty.t 
Its final ratification was of con"sequence 'tQ both 
parties, but especially ta Bajee Rao, who was then 
negociating with Sur Domund Khan, in hopes of 
<obtaining the cession of the Chouth and Surdesh .. 
mookhee of Guzerat, Sur Booland Khan, who had 
at fil'st exerted himself to check 14ahratta incur
sions, was indu~ed to listen to the terms proposed 
by Bajee Rao, in order to save 'the .country f(om 
.total rUIn. He had repeatedly applied to court for 
a. supply of money, as it was at first impossible to 
raise any- revenue of conseqyence from the dis
tricts in the~r . exhausted state, hut his demands 
were entirely neglected. He had ende~voured to 
'conCIliate Peelajee and Kantajee by grants of 
Chouth, but they.collected all the revenue, an<l af. 
forded nQ 'protectlon to the ,country. Chimn~jee 
Appa arrived wIth a l~rge army, ~.xacted ~ heavy 
.contribution .from Pitland, and plundered Dholka ; 
but he promised, on the part of his brother, 'that if 
.the Chouth and ~grdeshmookhee were YIelded, the 

• This interchange of' presents is termed Zeafut, a feast, C?f 
-entertamment; a Mahomedan has no objectIOns to eat food 
prepared by a Hmdoo on such occaSions, but on the part of 
-the Hmdoo, (he Zeafut is confined to recemng the preseo.ts. 

It Mahratta MSS. Hudeequ-i-Alum. 
KK 4 ' 
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districts should be efiecttially secured from the de.. 
predations of all other freebooters. Sur Boolund 
Khan at length agreed to the Peishwa's proposals, 

and granted deeds, in the year 1729, to 
;';;9. Sham Rao, the wukeel of Bajee Rao, the 

minister of the Raja Shao, ceding the 
Surdeshmookhee, .or ten per cent., of the whole re
venue, both on the land and customs, with the 
exception of the 'Port of Surat and the district 
around it ,; together with the Choutk, -Of one fourth 
of the whole collections on the land and custom~ 
excepting Snrat, and nve per cent. on the revenues 
of the city of Ahmedabad. • 

Sur Boolund Khan mentions in the deeds, that 
these cessions in Guzerat .are granted in conse· 
quence -of the progress of improvement, the in
creasing population, and th~ general tranquillity 
in the Deccan. The conditions affixed to the deed 
for the Surdeshmookhee, are nearly similiar to those 
mentioned in the same ~rant for the D{>ccan prO. 
vin-ces: but the deed for the Chouth is more 
specific; two thousand five hundred horse are con· 
stantly to be kept up; the fourth part -of the actual 
collections only, to be paid; no more than two or 
three persons to be placed in each district us col. 
lectors, on the part of the Mahrattas; no extra 
demands whatever 1:0 be made on the ryots; and 
every ..assistance to be afforded, in maintaining the 

* 'Original deeds from the recOl'ds of the government of the 
Peishwas, made over to me, by the Honourable M. Elphin

.stone. 
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imperial anthority. One condition atta.ched to the 
deed is, that Bajee Raa, on the part of Shao, agrees 
to prevent Mahratta su bjects fi'om taking part with, 
'or in al'lY way supportmg d~'latfected Zumeendars, 
.and other dIsturbers of the publIc peace -; a clause 
which is fully explained by the opposmg interests 
of Bajee Rao, Kantajee Kudum, and Tlimbuck Rao 
Dhabary. PeeIajee Gaekwar, tfie agent .of Dhaba
<fay, was, it appears, leagued with the Bheels and 
Koolees of the conntry, and on that account es
pecIally, was consIdered partIcularly formIdable by 
the Mahomedans. After these deeds wele .obtained 
the Mokassa, and the collection of a part of the 
Surdeshmoekhee, were assIgned to Dhabaray; but 
jealousy of Bd.jee Rao's interference in the affcll1~ 
of the plovmce, occasIOned an implacable enmity 
'on the part of that chief. 

WhIlst Bajee Rao's presence was necessary to 
the nor1.h\Vcl~d, in order to support Chirnnajee in 
-Guzerat, Smnbhajee, Raja of Ko]apoor, mstigated 
:by Oodajee Chowa1'l, refused to hsten to overtures 
made by Shao, and encamped 111 blavado, on the 
north sale of' the \Varna, WIth aU his baggage wo
men and eqUJpments, and began to 'plunder the 
country. An opportunity thus presented Itself for 
the l)ritee Needhee to' recover his lost influence 
wlth ShaD, whIch he partly effected by surprismg 
the camp of SumbhaJee and Oodajee Chowan" and 
driving them to PanaUa WIth the loss of the whole of 
their baggage. Many prisoner~ were takeR by the 
·P.ntee Needhee; amongst othels, Tara Bye, and 
her daughter-in-law, Rajls Bye, the wIdow of Si
vajee of Kolapoor; both these persons were' placed 
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in confinement in the fort of Satara. This n:o. defeat brought on ail immediate accomod-
attoIl, The Mahratta districts and claims, 

"'With the exception of some forts, in the tract of 
whIch the rivers Warna and Kistna to the north, 
.and the Toongbuddra to the south, were the boun
-darles, were wholly cpded. Kopaul, near the 
Toongbuddra was l'eIinquished by Shao in exchange 
for Rutnaguiry j and the territory of the Concan, 
extending from Sa1see to Ankolah, was compre
hended in the sovereignty of Kolapoor. 

The Gurhee of Wurgaorn, occupied by Oodajee 
Chowan, on the south bank of the Warna, which in 
the border warfare, had cost many lives, was des
'troyed by mutual consent, but the claims of Chow an 
were left undetermined. Merich, Tasgaoml Hut
nee, several villages along tBe northern bank of 
.the Kistna, and some fortified places in tae Beeja
:poor dIstrict. were given lIP to Shao. ,This treaty 
w~s offensive and defensive, and provided for the 
-divisiQn of further conquests to the south of the 
Toongbuddra, which, on co-operation, were to be 
~qua:1tr shared. Grants of Enam land or heredi. 
tary rights conferred by either party, within their 
¢espective boundaries, were confirmed. 

Although enemies were not wanting to 
t7~. detract from the reputation of the Peishwa, 

. and to extol that of his rivals, the success of 
the Pritee N eedhee, did not materially affect the 
ascendancy which Bajee Rao had attained; but 
Nizam 001 Moolk was still bent on opposing him, 
.:and found ~ fit instrltlment for his purpose in Trim
?buck !tao Dhabaray~ Ever since the Peishwa had 
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obtained the deeds from Sur Boolund Khan, Dha
bary had been negociating with the other Mahratta 
chiefs, and assembling troops in Guzerat. At 
length, finding ~imself at the head of thirty-five 
thol1sand men, he had resolved to march for the 
Deccan ill the ensuing season. Bajee Rao was well 
-aware of the Senaputtee's enmity, but was not 
alarmed by his preparations until he discovered that 
-Nizam 001 Moolk was to support hlm in the Dec-
can. Immediately on being lPprized of their m .. 
tention he determined to anticipate them; although, 
when joined by all his adherents, his whole army 
dId net amount to above half that of Dhabaray. 
The latter gav~ out, that he was pmceeding to pro .. 
tect the Raja's authof~ty, and was supported by 
Peelajee Gaekwar, Kantajee, .and Rughoojee Kud .. 
dum Bhanday, Oodajee, and Anund Rao Powar *, 
Chimmajee Pundit t, KOOf Buhaduf, with many 
others. BajeeRao proved, that Dhabaray Senaputtee, 

I was in alliance with Nizam 091 Moolk;; and de .. 
elared that he waft leagued for the purpose' 'of 
dIvidmg the Mahratta sovereignty with the Raja 

.. PreVIOUS to the formation of thiS league, the Powars, whose 
Tendezvous continued about Dbar in Malwa, .had been. always 
at war with Peelajee Gaekwar. 

t This was pr~l1ably Chlmmajee Damoodhur.. He was a very 
active marauder; but Chlmna Raja, so often mentioned In the 
Surat records, means Chlmnajee, Bajee Rao's brother: eveR 
when the army 'Was commanded by the Peishwa in person, the 
force IS .often mentioned as th,t of Chimna Raja,. ',fhe J,lle~ .. 
bers of the factorles were frequently deceIved by false reports, 
~nd they make some rldlculQus mIstakes In the names, which It 
.fS sometimes difficult to detect. The Sow Roger, for Shao 
iRaJa, though not a very elegant alterat,oD, is -easily dIscovered. 
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bf Kolapoor, a measure inconsistent with sound 
polIcy, and contrary to the divine ordInances of the 
Shastels. 

The preparations of Nizam 001 MooIk hastened 
the march of' Bajee Rao; and as his army, though so 
inferiOr in numelical strength, was composed of the 
'Old Pagah horse, and some of' the best of the l\Iah
tatta'Mankurees, he moved rapidly towards Gu. 
zerat, but he commenced negociatmg, from the day 
of his quittIng Poona, and continued it until the 
hour of attack. HIS advanced troops, however, 
,:under Awjee Kowray, havIng fallen in with a party 
of the enemy under Dummajee, one of the sons of' 
Peelajee Gaekwar, soon after crossing the Nerbud
'dah, they were attacked and completely defeated. 
Bajee Rao,not discouraged by thIS unfortunate com
mencement, determined, when about to engage his 
'Countrymen, contrary t~ hIS usual plan, to dose 
with them Immediately. The new levies did not 
awalt the shock, but fled on the first charge; Kan
tajee KuddutIl went off WIth the fugitives, leaving 
the old trbppll! of Khundee Rao Dhabary to defend 
his son. Trimbuck Rao was mounted on an e1ephant, 
.and seeing the Hight of his troops, chained the 
animal's legs. Bajee Rao was on 'horseback, and ex .. 
-erted himself With all the energy so great an occa
..sion demanded; but the field was still disputed With 
-obstinacy, and the issne doubtful, when Trimbuck 
Rao, in the act of drawing Ius how, was shot by 
..a l'andom ball from a matchlock; his death lett 
.complete victory to Bajee Rao with all but nominal 
control of the Mahl~atta sovereignty. 
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In this battle, which took place between 
Aprill. Baroda and Dhuboy, in Guzerat, about 

the first of Apnl, Jowjee Dhabaray, Mul
lojee Powar,. and one of the sons of Peelajee Gaek. 
war, were slain with their commander. Oodajee 
Powar and ChlmmajE'e PundIt, were taken pri
soners. Anund Rao Powar, Peelajee Gaekwar, 
and Koor Buhadur were wounded, but escaped.· 
Both Dubhoy t and Baroda were at this tJme in the 
hands of Peelajee; the latter was afterwards taken 
from him by the Moghuls, but Bajee Rao, at the 
suggestion of Sur Boolund Khan, then intended to. 
reduce it for himself. A treaty was, however, con
cluded in the month of August, and the Peil)hwa,. 
at the close of the monsoon, returned to Satara., 
He would have pumshed the treachery of Nizarn 
001 .Moolk, but that crafty pohtician, whose 
scheme~ had recoiled on himself, warded a. blow 
whIch he could with dIfficulty have withstood, by 
directing its aim against the head of the empire. 

Bajee Rao readily acceded to the Nllam's ,'iews; 
it suited his favourite pohcy, and It gave employ
ment to persons lIkely to dIsturb the domestic 
arrangements he aimed at establishing. Troops 
were immediately despatched towards l\lalwa under 
IllS biother Chimnajee, whilst he hImself remained, 
for a time,- engaged in the interior arrangements of 
gO~'ernment, at Poona and Satara. Such appear tOt 

.. Mahratta MSS Orlgmal letters, In the hand-writing or 
Bajee Rao. Surat Records. Letter from Mr. paOlel Innes,. 
factor at Cambay, dated 7th April, 1731. 

t Dubhoy first fell lOto the hands of OodaJee Powar, frolX) 
whom It was taken by Peelajee. 
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have been, the rise and progress of the events and 
intrIgues, which ended in a secret compact between 
BajeeRao and NIZam 001 Maolk, securing to the 
former, supremacy as Peishwa, and to the latter; a 
kingdom in the Deccan. 

The victory over Dhabaray, like the issue of 
every civil w~r, left Impressions on the minds of 
many, not easily effaced; but the Peishwa adopted 
every means of concili~tion in his p.ower. It had 
been a. custom to (eed some thousand Bramins for 
several day~ every year at Tullygaom.", near 
Poon~ the Enam vtllage of' Dhabaray; this chari
table practice Bajee Rao continued at Poona" and 
gave sums of moneys at the same time, to the as. 
sembled Shastrees and Waeedeeks. This festival, 
continued by his successors" ~)Vas known by the 
name of Dukshina. t 

Yeswunt Rao, the son of the deceased, was 
raised to the rank of Senaputtee, but' being too 
young to take the, management upon himself, his 
mother, Ooma Bye, became his guardian; and 
P~elajee Gaekwar, their fOrmer Mootaliq, was con
firmed in that situation, with the title of Sena 
Khas Kheyl, in addition to his heredItary one, of 
Shumsher Buhadur. :t: 

1lI There are two Tullygaoms near Poona, one north-east, or 
Tullygaom Dumdairay, and the other north-west, Tullygoam 
Dhabaray, on the Bombay road, the one above alluded to. 

t Nshma means a charitable donation In money. 
t I have in my possessIOn, three aecounts of the origin of 

the Ga.ekwar titles,. nom respectable sources, all dIfFering from 
each other, and from the text: after aU, I may be wrong. bUG 

even in such aq insignificant matter, I have spaled no pains to 
to be correct. I have seldom given translation&ofthe Mahratta 
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In order.- to prevent disputes, an agreement was. 
drawn up under the authority of Shao. and sub
scribed by the Peishwa and Senaputtee, stipulating 
that neither party should enter the boundary 01 
the other in Guzerat and ~Ialwa. Within the lImits 
of the former p~ovince, the Senaputtee was to have
entire management; but he bound himself to pay 
one half of the revenue to government, through 
the Peishwa. All contributions, levied from coun
tries not specified in the deeds given under the
authority of Sur Boolund Khan, were to be made 
over to the Raja after deducting expences. 

The cession of Chouth and Surdeshmookhee
from the province of Guzerat, was highly disap
proved at the imperial court, although no attempt 
had been made to assist Sur Boolllnd Khan, or to. 
avert the calamity and disgrace which that officer 
foretolc4 must be the consequence of neglecting 
his applications for assistance. Sur Boolund Khan
was superseded by Abhee Sing, Raja of Joudpoor, 
who proceeded with the army to take possession of' 
his new government. Sur Boolund Khan opposed 
him for a considerable time, but at last an accom
modation took place,. and the latter went off' to
wards Delhi, where he was. afterwards extremely 
ill-used, and unworthily disgraced. Although an 

titles, as- even the Mahrattas themselves, differ in the signific .. 
ations attached to them. and as r knO\v nothing or Sanscrit, I 
was dependant on the Bramins about me, for the few interpret
ations I have given. Sena Khas Kheyl bas been translated~ 
" commander if tile special baml, "-perhaps, cc leader if JhuO'Oe
'relg,,', 1m,,,, would be more conect. 
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enemy of Nizam 001 Moolk, the disrespect and 
indigmty with which Sur Boolund Khan w.as 
treated, IS gIven as the reason for the mtimate con
nectIOn whICh was now cemented between the for
Inel' and Bajee Rao. The Mahomed.;tn histofl.;tn .. is 
partly right; but selfish not generous motives fur
nish the re~l mterpretation of Niza

9

m 001 .l\Ioolk's. 
consIderation for Sur Hoolund Khan. Percel'vmg 
Bajee Rao's complete ascendancy, the appomtment 
of'the Hmdoo prince Abhee SlOg to supersede Sur 
Boolund Khan, the imbecIlity of the emperor, and 
the treachery as well as depraved venalIty of his 
co - ieTs; knowing also. that he had rendered him
self ~ the hIghest degree obnOXIOUs, Nizam 001 
Moolk ad good grounds for apprehending that 
the Pelshwa might be able to obtain the viceroy
alty of the Deccan. The plan,. however, willch he 
adopted,' under these circumstance'), belongs to the 
higher OJ der of' politIc", and seems to have been 
framed for the purpose of dlvertin,g the Mahrattas 
from the destruction of the re'JoUJ ces of' his own 
country,. and of making his own power a balance 
between that of the emperor and the Peishwa. 

Pl'evio~sly to invadmg ,Malwa in person. Bajee 
Rao had an inteniew WIth Nizam Dol lVloolk, and 
endeavoured to mdnce him to advance a sub"ldy 
for the aSSIstance he was afi'ol'(lmg; bqt the N Izam 
considered the inducement sufficiently strong with
cut paying his auxlliartes. Th'e (h~tricts in Can
delsh, by the present agreement, were to be pro
tected by the Peishwa m hl~ passage to and flOm 
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Malwa, and nothing more than the usual tribute 
was to be levied in the six Soobehs of the Deccan" 
a proposal to which Bajee Rao readily acceded. '" 

Various parts of the province of Malwa. 
t7~. had been,already laId under contributIon by 

Powar, Holkar, and Sindia. The Raja. 
Gheerdhur, on every occasion, had exerted hImself 
with great fortItude and energy," but was at length 
kille~ in 'an actIOn with Oodajee Powar and Chlm .. 
najee Pundit t in 17~9; but hIS relation, Dia Bu
hadur, ha'ving been appomted Soobehdar in his 
room, continued to repel the Maratta inroads With: 
br~very, and frequently with success; tIll at last,. 
attacked by Chimnajee Appa, the Peishwa's brother, 
Peelajee Jadow, and 1\lulhar Rao Holkar, at Talah:j: 
near Dhar, he was also slain, and his troops were 
defeated. Bajee Rao, on crossing the Nerbuddah 
assumed command of the army in Malwa, and sent 
his brother and Peelajee Jadow back to Satara, to 
maintain his influence at court, and to concert 
measures for settling the CQncan, which was in a 
very dIsturbed state; the Pelshwa· havmg been ob .. 
liged to WIthdraw a force, at first intended for the 
entire settlement of that country, including the 
r-eduction of Jmjeera. 

In the mean tIme, after the Peishwa left Guze .. 
rat, the Foujdar of Abhee SlUg recovered the fort 

'* Mahratta MSS., and orIgmalletters. 
t ThIS Chlmnajee PundIt was Dot the brother of Bajee Rao, 

but the person taken by the Pelshwa, in the battl~ WIth the 
Senaputtee, already mentIoned. ' 

:j: OrIginal letter, in the hand-'Wntmg of Chlmnajee Appa. 1 
take the name of the place where the battle was fought, from. 
Sir J. Malcolm's Report on Malwa. 
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of Baroda; but the cause of Peelajee Gaekwar was 
populaT~ he had gained sev.eral victories, and 00 .. 

€upied many of the principal Thannas, when Abhee 
Sing, on pretence Qf entering upon a final agree
ment with. him, sent some emissaries, apparently 
fQr the purpose of settling the preliminaries. These 
emissaries had frequent interviews with Peelajee, 
till at last, one evening, after having sat until it 
was dusk, they took leave and went outside the tent, 
when one of their nwnbel'>, on pretence of having 
forgot something of' consequence, returned to the 
tentJ and whilst affecting to whisper in Peelajee's 
ear, drew a dagger and stabbed him to, the heart. 
';rOOt assassin was instantly killed, but the rest' of 
the emissaries escaped. This murder was perpe~ 
trated at Dhakoor, a well known village in the 
district of Tausrah ... 

The murder of Peelajee Gaekwar was not at. 
tended' by ~he advantages expected from it by 
Abhee Sing; Dilla, Dessaye of Padra near Baroda, 
who had lived in frie:ttdship with Peelajee, insti. 
gated the Koolees and Bheels to rise all over the 
country, and watching an opportunity, afforded by 
the march, of troops to. quell the insurgenJ;s, sent 
intelligence to Mahadajee Gaekwar, the brother 
of Peelajee, who. then occupied Jllmboseer, and 
advised him to attack Baroda. Ha accordingly 
follp}Ved this recommendation and obtained pos
session of it about the same time that Dia Buhadur 
was killed in Malwa, in 1732, since which time it 
has always belonged to., the family of Gaekwar. 
But beside$ this success, on the part of the Mah • 

• Mirat Ahmudee. 



~~ DlllllIllaj~ fqe eldest sumvlDg fion of 
Pi3elajee, advanced from Sonegurh with a great 
force, ~c"pied many of the princi-pai districts in 
the ~ast Qf Guzerat, and made incursions as far ~ 
J oudpoor, till Abhee Sing, r~signing Ahmed~baa 
to a deputy, w~ forq(!d to feturn to protect hill 
pat~fll dQmini{)Ds. 

MohUlmnud Khan Bpngusb, governQr of 
~~ Allahahat:l, was the new ~oobebdar ap,. 

pointed tQ l{alw~ Shortly after the period, 
of his obtaining the g()vcmmen~ he ~ntered :a~~ 
delcun<t and e$blish~d himself in the territory or 
the Raja Cbitaor Sal. OIl ~ proceedillg th~ 
Rajpoot princ~ solicited aid from ~jee RaP, whic~ 
was readily afforded. The Peishwa moved expe .. 
ditiously into Bundelcun~ surrounded Bungusb. 
and forced him to seek refuge in a fort, where he 
was reduced to the greatest distress, till rescued 
by a band of Mghans of his own tribe, headed bY. 
his son. The province, however, was completely 
evacuated by his troops, and Chitoor Sal, so en
tirely satisfied with the aid, afforded by hi£ new 
ally, that he conferred on him a fort and district 
in the neighbourhood of Jhansee, worth two and 
a quarter lacks of rupees of annual revenue, adopted 
him as his son, and at his death, which happened 
very soon after, bestowed on h!m one third of his 
possessions, or an equal share with his sons Juggut 
Raj-:iee Deo and Hurdesa, the former styled Raja 
of Kalpee, and the latter of Bundelcund; but it 
would appear, that although they may have man
aged separately, they shared in common .. • 

• Original Papers. Poona Records. 
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After the defeat of Mohummud Khan 
.A.D. Bungush, Raja Jey Smg was appointed by 1734. 

the emperor to the government of the pro-
vinces of Agra and Malwa. Nothing could be 
more favorable to the views_of Bajee Rao. but as 
Jey Sing was now situated, the honour of the Raj
poot was at variance with the subsisting under.
standing betwee~ him and the Mahrattas. This 
circumstance may accou,nt for his hesitating to 
comply with their demands, but he at last came to 
an agreement with Bajee Rao, yielded him the 
government of Malwa, in the following year, and 
for the time, the emperor, J:>y J ey Sing's persu~sions, 
tacitly acquiesced in the arrangement ... 

.. SeYl'Mutuakhereen. Mahratta MSS. Hudeeq,u-i-alum. 



CHAP. XV .. 

FROM A. D. 1 '184, TO A. D. 1'139. 

Mahrattas qifazrs. - RughoOJee Bhonsla!J IS appoInted Senti 
SahJJ Soobeh. - Affairs W the Concan - W Sa'Wunt -
Angna. - Unsuccesiful campaIgns W the Pntee Needhee 
against the Seed~e. - Revolution at Jmjeera. - Peukwa 
returnsfrom Malwa--proceedltlgs. - Arrangements made In 

'the Concan. - Mulha1Jee Holkar's incursions - pollC!! 9fthe 
'VIzier K-Aan Dowra",. - Nzzam 001 Moolk courted h!J tke 
Emperor. - Muz'!/fir Khan marches agaInst the MaM-altas.
Holkar's conduct towards h,m. - Holkar contznues lev!png 
contnbutions - makes an IncurSion illto Guzerat. - Momzn 
Khan appointed governor W that pro'O%1lce. - BaJee Rao's 
pecunzar!J embarrassments. - Negotlat'J071s with tke impenal' 
C6urt -'obtalns an asszgnment on Malwa, and II tnbute flom. 
the Ra;poots -further negotaatlons - obtaIns tl,e Surdesh
pandeegeeree rif tke Deccan. - Nzzam 001 Moolk resolves on 
asszstlng the Emperor agaznst the Mahrattas. - Preparations 
rif the Moghuls - and qf BaJee Rao. - Sadut Khan drives 
the Maltrattas across ihe Jumna. !.. BaJee Rao appears at the 
gdtes 9f Delfv, - operatzons - retzres - returns to tke Deccan. 
- Circumstances regarding Angria, whICh led to a war with 
the Portuguese, and the invasion W Salsette. - The Pezsh'WTJ 
IS called qjf to Malwa, to oppose N,zam 001 Moolk -who, 

Joined h!J t1U! imperJal army, advances from Delh •• - Ba;ee 
Ru.o surrounds Nzzam 'Ool Moolk at Bhopaul -forces hzm 
into terms - thezr nature. - Prosecution qf hostuztaes against 
the Portuguese-conduct qfthe Englzsk -its causeS -progress 
9fthe Mahrattas. - War between the Pezshwa and RughoOJee 
Bhonslay - Dzsastrous intellagencefrom. Delhi, occasIoned lJy 
the arrival and proceedzngs 9f NadJr Shah. - ChlmnaJee Ap
pa prosecutes a succesiful war agaInst the Portuguese.- Me
morable szeJ!e of Bassezn. - Nadir Shah 'Tetzresfrom Delha. 
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I HAVE thus endeavoured to show the 
A.D. 
1734. steps by which the Mahrattas spread them-

selves in Guzerat, and established a footing 
in Malwa; their domestic policy, their aWairs in 
regard to Berar and ~he Concan, now claim our 
attention: before we return to their operations in 
Malwa, or enter 'op the more important proceed
ingsj which the present 'Chaptet will tecord. 

Dttting the Peishwa's absenc~, Kanhojee Bhons
lay, the Sena Sahib Soobeb, had been accused of 
disobedience, and confined at Satara; and ltug
hoojee, the SOll of KanllOjee's cousin Bembajee, had 
been appointed to the situation of Sena Sahib Soo
beh in his stead. Rughoojee ,had served with a 
small party of horse, both Utider his relation Kan
hojee, and with one of the petty Mahomedan· 
princes in Gondwaneh,; his station was too hum
ble to bring him into general notic~ but he had, 
in n. confined sphere, wstinguished lrimself by 
superior intelligence, activity, and spirit. The 

-particulars of the intrigue by which Kanhojee 
Bhonslay was deprived of his title and Jagheer, 
are hot kIiown, but from the selection of Rughoo
jee as hi& successor, agreeably ,to the choice of the 
Raja, it is probable that Bajee Rao had no share 
in it. Rugho~ee lIad accompanied Shao in his ex
cursions; and from being a very bold and expert 
hunter, had iilgratiated himself with the Raja, and 
obtained a great ascendancy over him. Shao mar
ried him to the sister of one of his own wives, of 
the Sirkay family, which. except their having the 

* They 'wElte originally llindoo Polygars, and converted by 
Aurungzebe. 
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'Same surname, and that they may possibly" have 
,been originally relations and rivals for the hereditary 
right of Patell of their village, ,is ,the only ·connec
'tion which 'ean be traced between ·the families of 
Satara and ~agpoor. 

On receiving the Sunnuds for Berar, Rughoojee 
.gave a bond to maintain a body of five thousana 
horse for -the service of the state; to pay an annual 
'Sum of nine lacks of rupees; ahd, exclusive of 
'Ghas-dana, a tribute which the Sena Sahib Soobeh 
-since the time of Raja Ram had been allowed to 
reserve, the half only or.all other trlbute, prize 
'Property, and contnbutlOns, was to be accounted 
..for to the head of the government. He also bound 
hImself, to raise ten thousand horse when required, 
.and to accompanJ'the Peishwa. or to proceed to 
.any quarter where be might be ordered. 

This arrangement was effe~ted during the ·ab 
sence of Sreeput Rao Pritee Needhee, who had' 
been sent into the Concan .by the ..Raja. The 
Pritee Needhee, being the friend of Kanhojee 
Bhonsl",y, endeavoured to obtain some mitigation of 
his sentence. and proposed-that Akola and Balapoot. 
in Berar Payeen Ghaui;, should be restored, -on con
dition of' lus mamtaining two hundred hors6; but 
. ..it does not appear that this arrangement was cal'\
iied into effect. KanhQjee 'was an officer of great 
enterpriZe; .he had made some ,partial conquests 
,in GondwanehJ and headed one InCUrSIOn into Kut ... 

* There 18 a lradltlon .of their'having been rivals in an here
-dttary dispute, winch may have been mvented to prejudice the 
,RaJas of Satara agamst the Bhonslays of Nagpoor, and prevent 
their deswe to adopt any member bf that powerful ramily. It,is 
..a pomt of honour to malhtain the heredItary ddference. 
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tac1{. He died at Satara, after having lIved there 
many years a prisoner at large. 

Whether Nizam 001 Moolk had made any pre
paratIOns in consequence of these dissensions, is 
uncertam; but Chimnajee Appa conceived, or 
affected to believe, that he medItated an attack. 
He, therefore, pitched his camp about forty miles 
east of' Satara, leaving Peelajee Jadow with an in
considerable body of' horse; being the only troops 
at Satara, in the immediate interest of the Peishwa. 

When Bajee Rao advanced into Malwa, It was 
hIS, design to engage the Raja"s mind with petty 
affairs in the Concan. ,DIvisions of authorIty, con ... 
tending factions, and the -turbulent disposition of 
some of Its inhabitants, afforded ample field, within 
the small tract from Goa to Bombay, for en
gaging and fatiguing .attention '; but as these au
thorities had also a ~arge share in the transactions 
of'the Bombay government during the last century, 
they demand., as a record of our own history, par
ticular enumeration. Sawunt, the principal Desh
mookh of Waree occupIed his hereditary territory 
in that quarter, but having -suffered from Kanhojee 
Angria's attacks, prior to the late peace between 
the Rajas of Satara and Kolapoor, he bore an en .. 
mity to Angria's family ever after. 

Kanhojee Angria's death happened about the 
end· of the year 17~8." During his life, all at
-tempts at reducing his power proved fruitless. The 
Bombay government, incensed at his piracies and 
contumelious conduct, joined with the Portuguese 

.. Mahratta MSS. I am not certain of thIS date, as I have 
'Pot observed It in the Enghsh Records. 
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in an expedition against Kolabah. The land forces 
furnished by that nation, and three EngJish ships 
of the line, under commodore Matthews, co-oper
ated, but the attempt failed, owing to the 'coward~ 
ice of the Portuguese. This expedition took place 
in 1722, and two years afterwards, the Dutch with 
seven ships, two bomb vessels, and a body of troops, 
made an attempt on Viziadroog;-at that time better 
known by its Moghul natp.e of Gheriah; but this 
.attack also failed. Angria seized many Enghsh 
vessels, and about a year before his death, took 
the Darby" a ship richly laden, belonging to the 
East India Company. The crews of his vessels, 
lIke all l\1"ahrattas when successful, became very 
daring, and his forts on the coast were considered 
impregnable .... 

Kanhojee Angria left two legitimate, and three 
illegitimate sons. The two former succeeded to 
.hIS possessions; the elder, named Sukkajee, remain~ 
cd at Kolabah, and the younger, Sumbhajee, resided 
.at Severndroog. The elder died a short time after 
his father, and Sumbhajee, keeping with him the 
.eldest of his half-brothers, appointed the other'two 
to the charge of Kolabah. The eldest of these, 
Yessajee, had char~e of the intenor management. 
whilst Mannajee commanded the naval and mili .. 
tary establishment. Th.e latter, some time after, 
having quarrelled with hIS family, sought protection 
and assistance from the POI tuguese; and havmg 
obtained the aid of some troops, he escaladed 
Kolabab, and carried it sword in hand. He cruelly 

• Orme. Bruce's Annals., partly confirmed by Mahratta 
MSS. 
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put out the eyes of his brother Yessajee, and eon
fined him, for which Sumbhajee, as soon as the 
.Portuguese retired, attacked him. Mannajee, how. 
.evert having ·obtained aid from Bajee Rao, .com .. 
:pene~ Sllmbhajee to raise the siege, and in conSE> 
-<iuence of the assistance afforded, ceded the forts 
of Koothl. and Rajmachee to the Peishwa.· 

.. The Seedee, who at this time was ehief of Jin .. 
jeera, had held that situation for several years, 
with the old Moghul title of Yakoot Khan. The 
.districts which had been placed under the Seedee's 
,charge by Aurungzebe, including Mhar, Raigurh, 
Dabul) ana Anjenweel, had been defended against 
every effort of the Mahrattas, and frequently, in 
:consequence of their inroads, the See dee levied 
"Contributions from Shao's districts. As force waS 

not hkely to prevail, the Prltee Needhee, Jewajee 
.Khunde Rao Chitnees, and others of the Raja's 
ministers, formed schemes for ruining the See dee 
'by intrigue. .A. person named Yacoob Khan, well 
bown in ..those times as one of the most daring 
:pirates on the coast, and distinguished by his fa... 
miliar ttppeUation of Shaikjee, possessed the entire 
t(:onfidence of the Seedee. This roan was a dCl
.scendant of ,the Koolee R~jas' of -the Concan, and 
-llel'editary PateH of Goagurh. In 'one of the incur
sions of the Seedees. he was, when a .child, taken 
;prispner~ and bred a M~ssu1man. At a. very early 
period he distinguished himself, and on getting 
.command of a ship; became as celebrated for his 
'strat~gern as his bravery. The Pritee Needhee 

• Mahratta MSS. 



gained this Shaik Yacoob, a.nd entered irtto a secret 
treaty with _ him; by which he was to teteive the 
-command 'Of the l1eet, the whole of the Seedee~s 
possessions, with the exception of some tOtts, Seve.
Tal villages in Enam, and the Surgounda • t or two 
per cent. of, the whole revenne of the lower COfii. 

can, f.rom the river Penn to the boundary ()f the 
Kolapoor territory. His brotner was to be ap
llOinted second in command at Raigurh, and one 
tack .of rupees was to be distributed as a largess 
amongst the troops, and -crews of the vessels, in 
fCase of success in affecting a revolution . .,. 
, To aid this scheme, a fOrce was sent into> the 
.concan, in 1733, under the Pritee Needhee, his 
MootaIiq Yemm:ijee Sewdeo, and Ood~ee Chowan ; 
the intngues, for. reasons which are not e~"plained, 
were unsuccessful, but a war ensued, the effects of 
which feU principally upon the helpless peasantry. 
Little impression could be made on the See dee's 
garrisons i the Pritee N eedhee, after many month~ 
'Was finally worstec4 and when encamped at Chip
loon, the fort of Goelkot, although strongly gar.. 
'l"isoned, w.a.s disgracefully s\1rprised and taken. 
Chimnajee Appa incurred the R:tia's displeasure 
for not sending assistance to Sreeput Rao aftet 
repeated orders +, and Sha~ at la-st told him, "U" 

*' The same as Nargounda, 'Only here~onG.bed to two, insteatl 
"Of three pet cellt. 

t Orlgmal papers in peSSeS$lOb of the Chl'tnees at Satara. 
t Origtnal letters from Shao to Chimnajee, and 'from the 

Pelshwa's l\iootahq, procured from. the Dawursee Swammee .. 
Many mterestmg letters from Bajee Rao and ChlmnaJee, were 
lent to Ole by the descendants of the dIsciples -of the Dawursee 
-Swamee. The Swamee was a much venerated person in the 
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you do'not I must go myself.1t 
"" Peelajee JadoW' 

was at length despatched, but none of the other 
officers at Satara would undertake to support the 
Pritee N eedhee, except on condItion of receiving , 
the conquered districts in Jagheer; he was, there .. 
fore, compelled to return to Satara with great loss 
-of reputation. About this time, tbe chief at Jin
jeera died, leaving several sons, the eldest of 
whom, Seedee AbdooIlah, was murdered by his 
brothers, supported -by othe.f conspirators, with. 
the view of usurping the government in prejudice 
to Seedee Rehman, one of the brothers not in. 
Jinjeera at the tIme of the mu~der, and who bore 
no part in the conspiracy. 

Yacoob Khan immedIately. embraced the 
t7:S. the cause of Seedee Rehman, and called 

on Shao for support, but nothing could "'he 
.done until the l"eturn of BaJee Rao, who after 
leaving Holkar and Sindla WIth a large body of 
.cavalry in Mal wa, returned to the Deccan; and 
..on crossing the Godavery, intimated to the Raja 
.that he should march straIght to Dhunda Rajepoor .. 
All the dIsposable infantry were directed to join 

country, and was the Mahapoor90sh of Bajee Rao and hIS bro
ther, and scems to have possessed their entire confidence. The 
Pelshwa's letters to the Swamee, and to hiS brother, detail the 
actIons, of hiS lIfe, in a familIar manner, Without disgUise, and 
are quite mvaluable. I was ,permitted to translate, but not to 
copy t~em. The origmals contmue JD possession of the Swa
mees' dIsciples at Dawursee, a Village Within a few mlles of 
Satara. 

* ~IS part of the letter IS a ,postscnpt- In rus own hand-
1Wri~ng. 
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the Peishwa, and Peelajee Jadow was sent. off re
inforced with a body of the Pagah horse, to sup
port l\lulhar Rao Holkar in Malwa. 

Seedee Rehman and Yacoob Khan joined Bajee 
Rao, who commenced operations by attacking 
some of the forts. Futih Sing Bhonslay, and the 
Pritee N eedhee proceeded to co-operate; but the 
only assistance which they rendered was the re
covery of Sivajee's capital, Raigurh, the Killidar 
of which had been previously corrupted by Shaik 
Yacoob. The Peishwa; reduced the forts of Tala 
and Gossala; but his further progress was inter ... 
l'upted by the advance of Seedee Behan, one of 
the brothers, at the head of a body of troops from 
Jinjeera. They attacked the Peishwa vigorously, 
but could not prevail over the numerous forces of 
the Mahrattas. Seedee Rehan was kIlled, and his 
!Toops were purSued to DhUD..da...Jt~jep~..:......Jlat
terie~p w5l!~ected against . .JiDje.era,. .J¥hilst. ..M.a..n ... 
~~e Angtia...assajled it-from-tlre'sea. 

The operation of cannonading Jinjeera, had 
been repeated from the time of Sumbhajee, every 
year the Mahrattas were in possession of Dhunda 
Rajepoor. Bajee Rao perceived the impracticability 
of reducing it, at ,least for many months; and as he 
foresaw many bad consequences from remaining in 
the Concan, ~e hst~~£gJ9....Jl¥~s.made. by. the 
~esiegeq.". enJ:.ereljnt.<;t~",J;re3ty.,hy .. ;~hich they- xe .. 
~~~~g .!~~ xp.rt!!~~J!ions..,Qi Seedee..R.cllIIlau,_g~ye 
~p ~alf~~~~" :~~,:e?.~es ~ o~ .. e!~Y~llJ\1ahalS.!~Q+Jlj!D, 

• Smaller dlVlsions of a distnct. 



.5~6 HISTORY OF TBl!; MAUR&.TTAS. 

~E-~e forts of .Baig!l.!ha....!~~._GossaJa. 
_ pochitK!:l~1! __ ~ml....lleetWarfJ!jQ~tbe- Mahtj:Lttas., 

Upon this successful termin~tion of hostilipes. 
Bajee Rao with additional power a.n.d intlQence, fe
turned to Satara,. and w~s appointed SOQhehdar of 
the late acquisitions,· 

After Bajee Rao's return to the Deecan. thtl 
troops of Mulhaf Rao IlolkaJ; made incursiQua 
beyond Agra. Khan Dowran, the vizier ,of Ma .. 
hummqd Shah, attempted to check the prpgres$ of 
the Mahratta~, l'athet by the pen than the $word , 
forgetting that all negotiations. with a predatOfY 
state, without previQusly punishing ita aggressi(lnsJ 

Qnly tend to e~cjte fv.rther depredation, JIe IC\itl 
plan~ for obtaining the aid of Nizam 001 Moon~ 
without appe~riJlg to solicit it; a conduct little Ie sit 
incQusistent than that of the tickle' emperor, whQ 
now earnestly courted him; but the Nizam was 
nursing his re~ourcea, and the ]leriod had Dot yet 
arrived, when he could perceive tha.t his presence 
at Delhi wOllld be hailed as that of the ~a.viour of 
the empire. 

Khan Dowra.U~1i attempbi we:t'~ feeble, but his 
prepara.tions were ~waYfl splendid; all Delhi W3~ ill 
bustle when his expeditiona .set Qut. but they com.~ 
menced in bombast nnd ended in ridicule, JIi~ 
brother, MUZLltIir Khan, I moved forth ~o drive the 
plumlerer$ and robbers aCroliS thE} NerbudMh .. 

"" l\Iahratta MSS., and original letters. In parts wher~ I have 
eo)y Mahratta authority, I am seldom quite certain of my dates, 
as many of the original letters have only the date of the week, 
and of the moon~ 



):lq~:;u: sent a few of Jiis light troops to m91est his
march during the day, and to. tl;lJ~OW rock~t$. int<> 
his camp dur~ng, the night ~ but he. never allowed. 
himself to be interrupted in th~' collection of con·· 
tributions, in which he was employed. for the pur .. 
pose of endeavouring to satisfY the jmportunate d~. 
mands of his masteJ; thE) 1?eishwa, whos~ p~<;uniaJ;y 
distress. had: b~ome very great, l\1uZlJ,fij.r l\.ha.~ 
advanced as far j:\S SerQnje, whence he, returne~. 
and was received, al Delhi as 1£ he hGtq perfdrmed, 
signal ~ervices, Gtcquiring fame among hlSr fru;~I\d~ 
by th~ cont~mpt of his en~~es.. The. province. of 
Malwa, alld the country south. of the Chu~bql, 
although som~ o:Hhe forts remained in possessiop of 
the imperial officers, were (i;omplete1y overrun, :w~ 
th~ RohiIlas,. as well as the Mahfattas, took posses
sion of several places." Kantajee l\.uddum Bhauday, 
who the year before, had been constramed by the 
power of Dummajee Gaekwa.r to quit Guzer~ 
persuaded Holkar to make an incursion into tha.t 
province, where they appeared une~pectedly; 
levied contnbutions as- far: as. the Bunass; pIu.ndeI:
ed several townS' to the north of Ahmedabad, 
amongst which were Edel' and Pulhanpoor t, and 
departed as suddenly as they had come, 
~hee Sing was shortly aftel removed {row the 

government of G1.l71cra.t, and Nujeeb-ud .. Dowla.~ 
Momin Khan, was. appointed to officiate, but the 
deputy of Abhee Sing would not evacuate the 
eity of Ahmedabad, and MOlIlln Khan was at last. 

f Seyr Mutuakhereen, and.Mahral.ta lett~ .. 
t Meerat Ahmudee. 
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obliged to court an alliance with Dummajee, in 
order to expel him. 

Bajee Rao 'owmg to the vast army he had 
':';:6. kept up, both to ... ~.~.~ltqy~sts~ __ a.nd 

to oV.e.Icome.. biswr.ivals,.,.h.ad become greatly 
involved~ debts. His troops ~ere in arrears, the 
Soucars, (or Bankers,) towhom he already owed a 
personal debt of many lacks of rupees, refused to 
make any further advances, and he complained 
bitterly of the constant mutinies and clamours In 

his camp, which occasioned him much vexation 
and dIstress. * He levied the Chouth and Sur
deshmookhee in Malwa,.and applied, through Raja 
J ey Sing, for their formal cession in that provmce ; 
and lIkewise for a confirmatIOn of the deeds, grant
ed by Sur Boolund Khan, for Guzerat. The 
Toorance Moghuls, who forrhed a considerable 
party in the ministry, were decidedly against a 
compromise so disgraceful; Khan Dowran and the 
emperQr, by whom it had been already tacitly 
yielded, were dIsposed, by the_ advice of Jey Sing, 
to acknowlet;1.ge the title in due form; but, in the 

• Among Hindoos, an attltude of worship- or adoratlOn, IS to 
place the forehead at the threshold of a temple, or at the feet of 
the idol, and is used m humble supplIcatlOn to a superior. The 
following extract of a letter, from BaJee Rao, to hIS Mahapoo
roosh, must of course be understood figuratively; but it shows 
the. embarrassments under whICh he laboured: - "I have 
faneD. jn~o that hell of being beset by credltor~, and to paCIfy 
Soucars and Sillidars, I am falling at theIr feet, till I have rub
bed the skin from my forehead." Part of thIS dIstress orIgIn
ated in the high rates of pay which he was obliged to give, in 
order to outbld Nizam 001 Moolk, aud secure the best of the 
Deccan soldIery. 
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J!ourse of the negotiation, which ensued between 
the-imperial minister and the Peishwa, both parties 
went beyond their original intentions, and hastened 
the advancing reconciliation between Mohummud 
Shah and Nizam 001 Moolk. 

The emperor, in the :first instance, agreed to 
relinquish, in the form of an assignment, thirteen 
laclq; of rupees, ,of the revenue ,of the districts 
~outh of the Chumbul, for the ensuing season, 
payable by three instalments, a~ stated periods; and 
.t~an aUJ..horitr to the Peishwa~_!<?}~y'y' ~~tri
Wl1afrQ!!!.l!!.~.J~~~jE.2.9i_~ta~i-_f!om ~139.<?p~~L~)l.d 
~eat. tQ h1"~!':!!!.Q~ Jh~ ~~§,.t,Jbdng. 
~n!l~~ aI!l0l!..llt)~t'.t~nJa~ks, ,a!ld s~xJ;y tQpqs~.lld 
J"upee~ The latter C9.~.ces~ion J}.qaJ! PPWJ.illJ..pIQ
j)a61y _~!p~~ed, w~s more 11k~1~jQ~ct~i~~!Lrnitr,' 
tlia~ to e~il!~lish friendshipJ .between..t.he.""lf'hh.Gtt~s 
~aiid the R~p~ This ,minister imagined him
self"'" superior to a Mah~atta lkamjn in political 
~tifice, and continued to negQciate, wh~n h~ 
~hould have had 110 thought but to chastise.. The 
Raja Jey Sing was the megium through "'whom 
Khan Dowran sent an envoy of his own, nam.ed 
Yadgar Khan, to treat with Bajee Rao. The Sun
nuds for the Chouth, and Surdeshmookhee wer~ 
~ecretly prepared, and ~ven to the agent, with 
instructions to reserve, them; 'P1.J.t Dhondoo Punt 
poorundhuree, th~ Pej.shwa's wukeel, residing 
with Khan Dowran, disco~red this preliminary 
admission, and apprized lJajee Rao of the circum. 
~tance. ,¥atratta§. ~v.etJ...llegotiation. inYJl.
~a.!>!! begin -..-~~r5lli!i!lK_ ~'!~l!_~PL€LJhf!nJhey 
~xpec~-rr they find their proposal acceded to, 
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they rise In their pretensions, and very often~ from 
a tone of the most obsequious complaisance, assume 
an overbearing insolence of manner, and a style of 
pointed threat and menaee, which, to those who 
have only seen them submissive, is scarcely con .. 
ceivable. 

Bajee Rao'g demands now exceeded aU bounds; 
.at different stages, during t)m discbssions, he 
Tequired the whole provinces of Malwa in J agheet; 
the Rohillas who bad established .themselves, to be 
dispossessed; the forts ot Mandoo, Dhat, and 
Raiseen; the Jagheer and Foujdaree of the whole 
tr~ct south of the Chumbul; fifty lacks of rupees 
from the royal tteasury, of an equivalent assign
lIlent -on Bengal; Allahabad, 'Ben ares, Gya, and 
MutUa!1,l Jaghee~; and all ~ereditary right as. Sur
Deshpandya of the six Sobehs of the Deccan." 

All these concessions were evaded by the em
peror, ~xcepting the last; t<> that h~ acceded, on 
'Bajee Rao's agreeing td pay a fee of six lacks of 
'rUpees. This grant was precisely similar to that of 
the Surdeshmookhee, but coinciding with the pro
portion of the emoluments of Deshmookh ,an~ 
Deshpandya: tliose of the SUldeshmookhee bemg 
ten, the Surdeshpandeegpeefee was five per cent. 
This gran,t, however,:fen upon the Deccan; it was 
a stroke levelled at Nizam 001 MooIk, tby Khan 
Dowran, and had the immediate effect of rousing 
the 'Nizam's jealousy, whilst encouragem~t from 
the Moghul faction, and pressing invitations from 
Mohummud Shah, to repair to Delhi and save tIle 

Ii O~igi.naI papers, and Poona records. 
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empIre, at length induced NlZam 001 Moolk,. to 
thInk of turning the scale against his predatory 
allies. In the mean tune negotIatIons ploduced 
no cessatIon of actlVIty on the part of Bajee Rao, 
and Jus demands were so exorbItant, that It was 
determmed, after protracted consultations, to as. 
semble a vast army, by the mere msplay ofwhtch, 
It seemed, as If they expected to anmhuate the 
Mahrat~ The plams In the naghbourhood of 
the capItal. were accordmgly.covered wIth tents, 
and the preparabons were as splendId as the oper
ations proved feeble. The. PeJ.shwa., on heanng 
that Khan Dowran, and Kummur-ud-deen Khan, 
each at the head of 8. great army, had advanced 
towards Muttra, deposited hIS heavy baggage WIth 
hIS ally Juggut Raj In B~ndlecund, and adv:anced 
to a posItIon on the bankc; of the J umna, forty 
miles south of Agra. He had attacked the Raja 
j)f Budawur, for refusmg to. settle hIS clrums, and 
le'vIed eOlltn.butl;ons in every dlfectlon. .l\lulhar 
,Rao Holkar, PeelaJee Jadow, and WlttooJee. Bolay 
.commItted great depredations lD the Dooab,. untIl 
.dnven across the Jumna by Sadut, Khan, who 
marched ftomOude, and unexpectedly assa.I1.edthe 
Mahrattas. He wrote an exaggerated account of 
hl8 success to .court, stati,ng that he had wounded 
~lwhar Rao Holkar, lolled WItto.ojee Bolay; and 
dnven the whole Mahratta army across the Chum
bul; that two thousand were killed, and two 
lthousand were 4Iowned m the J umna. On Sadut 
Khan's arrival at t\gra, BaJee Rao qUItted hiS 
ground on the banks of the -J umda, and moved to 
a more open country In a north"east dIrection, illS 

MlIol~ 
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former position being confined by the Chumbulon 
his left flank, and his camp intersected by deep 
ravines; very unfavourable to his mode of fight
ing."" 

Sadut Khan's account of his success, as written 
lJy himself to the emperor, was communicated to 
Bajee Rao by his wukeel, who remained with 
Khan Dowran, until the latter, accompanied by 
Mohummud Khan Bungush, joined Sadut Khan at 
Agra, when, by the ~dvice of the latter, the wukeel 
was dismissed. Nothing was talked of' in Delhi 
but the hero Sadut Khan, who had driven the 
Mahrattas back to the Deccan. "I was resolved," 
says Bajee Ra(h u to tell the emperor truth, to 
prove that I was still in Hindoostan, 'and to show 
him flames and Mahratta$; at the gates of his 
capital." 

Six days before Khan Dowan joined Sadut 
Khan, Bajee Rao, foreseeing that they would 
unite, 'was on his march to Delhi. Quitting the 
great road and skirting the hills ofMehwat, where 
they formed the boundary of the territory of Choo
,ramun Jath, and, keeping fourteen, miles to the 
left of Oorlass, t where Kummur.ud.deen Khan 
was 'encamped, he advanced at the rate of forty 
miles daily, ana pitched his camp close to the 
suburbs~ Some elephants and camels, co~ing out 

11', 'lhe .Beyr M'utuakbereen gives the Moghul account of this 
campaign, the only one, to which the author of that work had 
access. I have not omitted due consider':tion of both sides of 
the narratIve. 

t' Th,ts is prohll;hly th~ HIDd.oo name tor the place, as I can
)lot find it in any of Ollr maps. 



BAJEE RAO AT DELHI. 588 

of the CIty w~re seIzed~ and a party of Hmdoos 
when gomg to a temple for the performance, of a 
rehglOus ceremony were stnpped ." but the Pelshwa 
prudently abandoned hIS first mtentlOn of plunder
mg and burmng; as he conceIved the booty mtgh~ 
retard. rus retreat, and that burmng the suburb~ 
would but show a disrespect and contempt whIc~ 
would Impede hIS negotIatIOns With the emperor 
and Khan Dowran, both of whom he well knew 
were dIsposed to grant a large shal e of hIS de
mands. He therefore next day wrote two letters, 
one to the emperor, and the other to Raja Bukht 
Mull. TheLr purport IS not mentIoqed,. but the 
emperor requested that a wukeel mIght. be sent, 
whIch BaJee Rao refused, unless a guard came out 
for hIS protectIon. He, however, returned a polIte 
message, statmg "that as he apprehended mIS
chIef to the City, from the contIgUIty ofhlS troops, 
he was about to retIre to the Jheel Tank." ThIs 
moderatIon encouraged a party of elght thousand 
men, from the CIty, under Muzuffir Khan, Meer 
Hoossem Khan Kokab, Raja Sew Smg, and dther 
Doblec; of the court, to venture forth and attack 
the Mahrattas. BaJe~ Rao despatched SuttoJee 
Jadow with a few skirmlshers to reconnOltre them. 
and upon SuttoJee's sendmg notIce, that they 
were commg out to attack hIm, Mulharjee Hol
kar, followed by Ra.nooJee SmdIa, ImmedIately 
wheeled about,. fell upon them, killed and wounded 
upwards of SIX hundred, drove them back mto the 
CIty, and took two thousand of theIr horses, an~ 

.. This fact RaJee Rao mentions to hiS brother, without re-
serve or comment 
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one elephant. Raja. Sew Sing was amongst the 
slain, and Meer Hoossein Khan Kokah was mOf
tally wounded. 

The Mahrattas lost very few men, and had only 
one officer- wounded. This action was soon over, 
and Bajee Rao was about to refresh his men when 
the armr of Kummur-ud.deen Khan came in sight. 
Bajee lJ.ao had a skirmish with him, but as night 
was aJ!proaching, and as he perceived that the 
enemy was supported by troops from the city as 
we~l a, by Khan Dowran and Sadut Khan, who 
were «;lIose at hand, 'he determined to retreat, and 
befor~ morning moved eight ~iIes to the westward 
of the Jate field of battle. In the skirmish with 
Kummw-ud.dee~ Khan" the Peishwa Jost thirty 
men. Khan Dowran .and-Sadut Khan effected a 
junction with Kummur-ud-deen', Khan on the fol
lowing morning; and Bajee Rao retreated towards 
Gwalior, by the route of Rewaree and Mundawar, 
both of which he plundered, and was neither in
terrupted nor purs~ed. It 'Yas Bajee Rao's ~
tention to cross the Jumna, and plunder the Dooab 
before the rains; but being apprehensive that Ni. 
zam 001 MooIk might interrupt -him before he 
could collect the revenue in Malwa, he ordered 
bis brother to watch the Nizam's preparations t : 

.. lDdrajee Kuddum, belonging to Ranoojee Sindia's party .. 
I mention his name, merely to show the minuteness of the 
Peishwa·s report. 

t A private letter, or rather journal, in the hand-wrIting of 
Bajee Rao, to his brother Chimnajee Appa. WIthout various 
corroborative testimonies, as to the facts, it bears that internal 

r 
evidence of truth, 'Which commands confidence. 



WAR WITH T~E PORTUGVESE. 5~5 

and" ie if he attempt," says the Peishwa's letter, 
uto cross the Rewa (Nerbuddah), f~ instantly 
on his rear and put heel ropes upon him. u. 

No opportunity presented itself of crossing the 
J umna, and as his presence became requisite in 
the Deccan, Bajee Rao, upon a prmnise of ob
taining the government of Malwa, and thirteen 
lacks of rupees, again sent his wukeel to Khan 
Dowran, and set out on his return to Satara, where 
he paid his respec\s to the Raja" and immediately 
proceeded intQ the Concan. 

. -'The Portuguese, who had assisted in tak.t7:;. ing Kolabab, not having received some dis-
tricts promised to them~ in the heighbour

hpod of Rewadunda, now appeared; as the allies. 
of Sumbhajee Angria. against Mannajee, in ano
ther attack upon ~ola.balu The Peishwa was sent 
tQ repel this attempt:, in. which he succeeded, took 
;:Mannajee under his protection, on condition of his 
paying the yearly sum of seven thousand rupees, 
and presenting annually to the Raja, foreign 
articles from Europe or Chinat, to the value of 
three thousand rupees more. The war with the 
Portuguese led to the invasion of' Salsette. Visajee 
Punt Leiley, a parcoon in the service of the 
J.>eishwa, corrupted some natives in the Portuguese 
serNice.t The Mahrattas first possessed themsely~ 

.. Such of my readers as may have seen a horse break froUL 
his picketst and attemp\ to gallop off with his heel, ropes, will 
understan4 the 'feishwa's injunctions in th~ir full force;. 

t Mahratt& MSS- One manuscript states, that some of his 
forts were also to be placed under Havildars and Carcoons, ttl 
be appointed by the Raja. 

t Mahratt<l MSS. I 

1\1 1\'[ 4 
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of a small fort· on the.opposite side of'the rivet 
frbm Bassem, on the night of' the 6th April, put 
the commandant with hIs garrison to the sword, 
and occupied the river, so as to prevent all suc
cour from Bassein to the other forts on' the island; 
numbers bf their troops crossed on ,the seventh, 
and the fortifications of Tannah being then un· 
finished, and a whole curtain wanting, the Portu
guese governor of Salsette, Don Lewis Botelho, 
who was there, without attempting to defenp it 
himself, called a council of war, and decided on 
retiring to Caranja, leaving Captain John ,de 
Souza Pereira to defend the fort, and Captain Jolm 
de Souza Ferraz to command the garrison of Ban
dora, opposite to Mahim. Pereira behaved with 
spirit, and gallantly repu1se9 two assaults, in the 
last of which he was severely wounded; but the 
officer who succeeded him, having been seized 
with a panic~ when there.was no enemy in sight, 
.shamefully took to Right. The English, at Bom
bay, interested in the defence of Bandora, sent 
both men and ammunition to that post; but, on 
other occasions, declared their neutralitY.t The 
Peishwa, to secure these conquests, and to main
tain the war against the Portuguese" entertained 
some Arabs, and ,a very large body of infantry, 
principally.Mawulees and lletkurees. But news 
fro~ Delhi obliged him to withdraw a part of his 
forces frpm the Concan. 

! 
The emperor. having at last prevailed on Nizam 

.. Probably Gorabundur. 
t tetter from Don Conde de Sandomel, viceroy of Goa, to 

the king of Portugal, 25th of January, 1738. 
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001 Moolk to repair-to court, the government of 
Malwa and Guzel-at were restored to him" but in 
the name of his eldest son, Ghazee-ud.deen; the 
conditions were, that he should drive the Mah. 
rattas from those provinces, and every: inducement 
that could flatter his ambition, or stimulate his ava
rice, was held out to prevail upon him to undertake 
this service in person. 

The fullest powers were granted by the emperor 
for assembling all the tributary: Rajas under his 
standard, whose forces, added to his own troops, 
enabled him to take the field with thirty-four 
thousand men, under his personal command, and 
a train of artillery, accounted the best in India. 
Abool Munsoor Khan Sufdur Jung·, nephew 
of Sadut Khan, and the Raja of Kotah, covered 
his rear. The Nizam began operations with abund. 
Qnt caution, crossed over into the Dooab, and 
kept the J umna on his right fhink, recrossed the 
river at Kalpee, obliged the Rajas of Bundelcund 
to join him, and advanced into Malwa. 

Bajee Rao assembled all the troops he could col. 
lec~ and by the time he reached the Nerbuddah, 
found himself at the head of an army, estimated 
at eighty thousand, men. t Neither Yeswunt' Rao 
Dhabaray, nor any of the Senaputtee's officers, 
j.oined him; and Rughoojee Bhonslay evaded the 

'* Aftewards Nabob of Oude, and the father of the well. 
known Shujah-ud-Dowlab. 

t Letter' from Chlmnajee Appa, who says he crossed the 
Nerbuddah, "by the route of Kurgouna, near Poonashah, at 
the head of eighty thousand men." 
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order. under pretence that he .apprehended a,n in
vasion of Detar. 

When Bajee JtaQ cros~ed the Nerbuddab,. 
:.;;;;. Nizam 001 Moolk was at Seronje. The 

two armies met near Bhopaul, in the. ~onth 
of January; when the Nizam, instead of advancing 
at once on his adversary, tQok up ~ strong position 
in the neighbourhood of the fort of BhopauI, "ith 
a tank in hIs rear, and a rivulet in his front~" This 
extreme caution may be said to have decided the 
fate of the war ~ the Mahrattas, who had ap
proached under some alarm, no so<?ner fancied 
themselves superior. than they iJl tact became sa. 
They insulted the ~izam in his lines; and when a. 
part of h~ army chose their own position for battle,. 
the Mahrattas attacked theJIl ,with vigour. The 
action was principally maiqtaineq on the part of 
Nizam 001 Moolk, by the )l.ajpoots, under the SOl) 

of Raja J ey Sing, supported by the troops from 
Bundelcund, and tijej neighbouring Rajas; all of 
wnom, except the Raja of Boondee, had united 
~th ·Nizam 001 Moolk. The Rajpoots lost about 
five hundred men, and seven hundred horses; the
Mahratta loss was principally from the fire of the 
artillery, and estimated, by the Peishwa himself~ 
at one hundred killed, a..nd three hllndred wound
~d, Ranqoj~e Sindia, Peelajee Jadow, and Syaje~ 
Goozqr. were the officers who led the Mahratta 
troops into action. The Peishwa, auring the en-
p;agement, was within two rockets flight of the 

" ."" ." -, .. ,.. " , ,," ~ 
." Original letter, in the hand-wpting f5f BaJee }lao." ~ 

I/'" " " \\ " \'" ~'- ,-' " " " 
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Nizam, anxiously watching an opportqnity, in 
hopes that he would quit the strong gml1nd on 
which he stood, when it was Bajee RaQ's intentiQn 
to have made an effort to cut bim off; but in tbi& 
he was disappointed. No decisive advantage W~S 
gained 'by the Mahrattas during the attack. i 'bllt 
the Nizam rec~l1ed JUs troops, and allowed himr 
self to be hemmed in on all sides; provisions aq4 
forage soon became exceedingly scarce; a detac;h .. 
ment from the army under Sufduf J qng, aQd th~ 

ll.aja of Kotah, was intercepted and def~~d. with 
the loss of fifteen hundred .tIlen, by ~Iulhar l!ao 
HoIkar, and Yeswunt R~o Powar. Sufau:.;' Jung 
retreated, and the Mahrattas exvlting, straitelled 
the army at Bhopaul, cut off their suppJies, an<J. 
kept them on the alert day and night. Pispitite«J 
by privation,- and harassed by tiresome watching, 
many of'the troops, especially the Rajpoots, WQuld 
have- deserted, but Bajee Rao would admit of no 
overtures; he now had an opportunity Qf showing 
his superiority to all India, and well knew. that 
as long as the blockade cotJId be &ecured, the 
greater the numbers the greater their stJ;aits. It 
seemed unaccountable, to Bajee RaQ hO\f Njzam 
001 Moolk should have thus"put hitnseU' into "his 
power. "The nabob/~ 'says the Peishwa in a letter 
to his brother, "is both an old ]llan and a. m~ Qt' 
experience, 'how he has got himself into th~ qg.. 
ficulty I cannot comprehend j it wlll ruin him' in 
the opinion of all at Delhi." 

Preparations were made both in Hindoostan and 
in the Deccan to efiect his reliet: Khan Dowran, 
perhaps, saw the distress of his rival with secret 
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pleasure; and the emperor's command, not to ad .. 
vance until he should march -in person, was an 
intimation to Bajee Rao that hi had nothing to 
apprehend from the northward; The Nizam's 
princIpal hopes of Succour were from the Deccan; 
troops were assembled both at Hyderabad and Au
rungabad, by his second son, Nasir Jung, whom 
he had left as his deputy; and messengers were 
secretly 'despatched from the camp at Bhopaul to 
hasten their, march. 

Bajee Rao, on the other hand, exerted himself 
with the utmost earnestness to prevent their ap
proach;' he wrote, beseeched, and threatened Rug .. 
hoojee Bhonslay, without effect; he entreated the 
Raja to compel the Senaputtee, then at Sonegurh, 
near Surat, to join him; and Shao, to that end, 
wrote a peremptory mandate with hIS own hand. 
Chimnajee Appa took post on the Taptee, and 
the intended relief for the Nizam assembled at 
Phoolmurry·, north ,of Aurungabad. The Pelshwa 
utged his brother in the strongest maQner to collect 
every man he could t ",bring up Futih Sing Bhons
lay, ·Sumbhoo Sing Jadow, and the Sur LUshkur, 
from the southward; if Dhabaray, Gaekwar, and 
.:Bhanday, are not on their march to join me, let 
them take post with you on the Taptee; let every 
Mahratta join, and one grand and united effort 
may make us masters of the Deccan." 

The Nizam made an attempt to move, but owing 
to the encumbrance of heavy baggage 'and stores, 
he was com~elled to return; his troops, in retiring 
, 'Ii' This is the eommon Mahratta appellation; Ph()oloomree! 
is its proper name. 
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to their former ground,. were driven under the 
walls. or crowded within the fortifications of Bho
paul. . .Bajee Rao, fi'om the want of artillery, 
could not effect a breach, but he poured in such: a 
shower of rockets, and so galled the Moghuls with 
matchlocks, that Nizam 001 Moolk determined' on 
making a last effort to extricate himself: He de
posited his baggage in Bhopaul and IslamgurlT, 
and began his retreat under- cover o£ a powerful 
artillery, and a number of swivels mounted on 
.camels. The Mahrattas charged "the guns, but faIled 
in taking them. The retreat, however, was only 
at the rate of three miles a day. The Mahrattas 
acted vigorously, but began to be discouraged by 
the. execution from the guns"; at last, the Nizam, 
on, the twenty-fourth day from the commencement 

of'the attack, about the 11th February, was 
(F.eb.ll.) compelled to sign 'a convention at DOOl'aee 

Suraee, near Seronje, promismg, in his 
own hand-writing, ,tq,grant.tG Baj.ee..Ra.Q1~lY.b.olc 

I -.9(,~~~ a.!!,d the co..m~~~ -!o~r~igJlty;....ot:...the 
t ..1~!i!~:l~~.!hitN.erbudda,h and the Cbu mb.ul ; 
l .t~ ~~~i~_~~~~f!.~~~t~9.n,",Qt:j;' from th~ em..E.eX2r, 
~ to use ~!.e!I;~I:l4ca.YQ.ur.....to....PIOCJJte th.e~'p.f\Y
~eiifi~~~~s!4y. .. gf fift1.J.a.c.ks.o£~rupees, to defray 
~ . f~!ifi.Y~~~~Penses.+ "I tried hard,.u says 
• !It Chimnajee had been with the Peishwa in the'first campaign 
against Nlzatn 001 MQolk, and had-suffered from the Nizanls 
guns. Bajee Rao, as some apology for allowmg rum to move 
at all, sigmficantly observes, cc Appa, you know what kind of 
an artillery he has." 

t The Nlzam was surrounded from the 3d to the 26th Ram~ 
~. "On the latter. day, the agreement was conc.luded. A 
I=0py of this paper was sent to ~ir John Malcolm,'when hewas 
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Bajee- Rao, "to get something from the nabob him
self, but this 1 scarcely expected. I recollected his 
,unwillingness to part with money when 1 entered 
,on an agreement to assist him;" alluding to their 
.compact six years before. 

The Peishwa remained for a time levying con
tributions sbuth of the Chumbul; and carrying on
negotiations at court, where the threatening inva
~ion of Nadir Shah, at that time besie~ng Cand
ahar, although mentioned by Mahomedan writers 
as an apology for the Nizam's failure against the 
Mahrattas, h~d as yet, excited \.ittle alarm at court, 
and the )nhabitants of Delhi, like all enervated and 
selfish people~ were as careless of danger at a dis
tance, as terrified and helpless on its approach. 

In the mean time the war in, the Concan -was 
,maintained against the Portuguese; t6 keep them 
in check, a body of horse had been sent down 
,towards. Goa, under Wenkut Rao Narrain Ghore
puray; and Khundoojee Mankur, in the northern 
Concan, laid siege to the fort of Asseeree, near 
TarrapQor; but, Don Antonio Cardim Frois, an 
officer of reputation, had superseded; the late go
vernor of Bassein and Salsette, and exerted him
self with some success in the recovery of their 
possessions. Colonel Ped'ro de MeUo, with about 
five hundred Europeans, and four thousand Por
tuguese, natives of India, attacked Khundoojee 

writing his report on Malwa, and I mention the date particularly, 
-because I ,observe, that owing to a nustake in attaching the 
name 'Of Ballajee, instead of that 'of his father,' to the paper, he 
has been led mto an error in regard to it. 



Mankur, stotmed and destroyed the batteries at 
Asseeree, and was preparing to make a great clfort 
for the recovery of' Tannah. The governor of 
Bombay apprized the Mahrattas of the intended 
expedition, and advised them to make peace with 
the Portuguese; at the same time the English sold 
them [both powder and shot·; but Khundoojee 
Mankur was re-inforced,. and Mulhar Rao Holkar 
was sent with all speed to Tannah, where he arrived 
in time to repulse an attack -on the fort, led by 
Don Antonio Frois in person, who bravely fell in 
the attempt. 

Although Bombay was then insignificant, it after
wards oecame a great English s~tt1ement, and the 
subtle part which its chieft acted on that occasion, 
leaves room to regret that political animosity and 
the spirit of commercial rivalry should have tended 
to a conduct, which certainly, in some degree, de
tracts from our national reputation.. Like every 
thing of the kind it was exaggerated by the exas
perated feelings of the other party, and although 

*' Mahratta MSS. The commandant of Bassein had good 
proof of this, for the Mahratta shot. which the year before, 
were all hammered, were now tbrown of cast iron, and bore 
the Englibh stamp. 

t I do not know wnether it was Mr. John l-Iorne, or Mr. 
Stephen Law. Mr. Law $ucceeded Mr. Horne some time 
during the first part of the year 1739r ' Mr Law, in a letter to 
the Court of Directors, 4th September, 1'739, IS anxioul$ to ex
culpate the government: and de-clares the complamts of the 
Portuguese gross misrepresentations, which so far exonerates 
the home authorlties from suspicion of connivin~ a~ such acts 
.or tneir servants ~ but what reason could the Mahrattas have 
for misr~presentation ? 
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it must be admitte.d that the Portuguese had great 
reason to complain, their assertion that the English 
assisted the Mahrattas, in the defen~e of' Tannah, 
and that an English gunner pointed the cannon 
which killed their commander", appears from all 
contemporary authority, to be totally unfounded. 
We ate also bound m justice to add, in regard to 
such part of the conduct of the English as de
serves censure, that it was principally to be ascri .. 
bed, to the treatment they had experienced from 
the Portuguese. Bomb,ay, with its dependancies, 
was ceded by the crown of Portugal to Charles II., 
in 1661, as the dowery of his queen. In the year 
following, when the Engli~h appeared and de
manded possession, the Portuguese refused to give 
up Salsette, which they, contrary to what had 
always been understood, declared was not a depend
aney of Bombay. The English at first declined 
receiving any part of the cession, and the troops they 
had brought, five hundred in number, were landed 

on the island of Aujeedeva.· But three 
l~·;'g·. hundred and eighty.one of them having 

fallen a sacrifice to the climate of that un
healthy spot, Ensign Humphray' Cooke, who be

came the surviving commander, was glad 
~~~. to accept of Bombay on any terms. When 

the Portuguese, therefore, were dispossessed 
of. ~~lsette, by the Mahrattas, it was natural for the' 
English, in a public point of view t, to regard 

.. Records of the Portuguese government at Goa. 
t Individuals of the Portuguese nation who}led to Bombay, 

e-:x:perienced the utmost kindness and commiseration from tb" 
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their misfortunes without regret, especially as it 
afforded a better chance, of one day obtaining or 
conquering from the Mabrattas, what they could 
not· recover as their j9St rights from the Portu
guese. 

After the rains, the body of horse under Wenkut 
Rao Narrain Ghorepuray, thePeishwa's.brother-in
law, returned to the neighbourhood of Goa, whilst 
Chimnajee Appa was sent down with Sindia and 
Holkar into the Concan, attended by a very large 
army, a number of guns, and a vast body of in
fantry. Ranoojee Sindia, detached from the main 
army, took Kuttulwaree and Dannoo early in Jan
uary, and before the month of February, Seergaom 
was surrendered, and Kelwa and Tarrapoor were 
carried by storm. At the last mentioned place, 
the defence and assault were de.sperate: there were 
four mines constructed by the Mahrattas, two of 
which suc>ceeded, and effected large breaches in a 
bastion and curtain ; the different leaders vied with 
each other in the attack; Bajee Bew Rao, Ramchun
dur Hurry, Yeswunt Rao Powar, and Tookajee 
Powar (the last an officer of Angria's), rushed for
ward with their respective colours; but the Portu
guese gallantly opposed them, and for a time success 
was doubtful. At length Ranoojee Bhonslay having 
crossed the ditch at a place where there was no 
breach, applied scaling 4 Jadders to the 'Yall, and 
entered sword in hand; "b~t the garrison:' says 
Chimnajee Appa in his account of the attack, 

inhabitants. The governor gave them money for subsistence, 
and refitted some of their shins at the Dublic pynpn .... 
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" still fought with the bravery of Europeans," and 
defended themselves till completely overpowered. 
The few that rema~ned alive, amongst whom was 
theIr ~o~nmander, Don Francis de Alarcao de
manded and' received quarter.· 

Whilst the war was thus vigorously prosecuted 
against the Portuguese, and Ranoojee Bhonslay 
of Oomrautee, the uncle of Rughoojee, the Sena 
Sahib Soobeh, had, as related, distinguished him
self at Tarrapoor, .. his nephew had seized the op
portunity of extending his possessions to the 
eastward; ,he had plundered Kuttack, and during 
the period when the Nizam was surrounded at 
BhopauI, Rughoojee made an incursion to the 
northward" as faJ," as Allahabad, defeated and slew 
the Soobehdar, Shujah Khan, and returned loaded 
with booty. These expedition~, undertaken with
out regular sanction, were highly resented by Bajee 
Rao. He marched from Poona for the purpose of 
punishing his misconduct, and sent forward Awjee' 
Kowray to plnnder in Berar. But that unfortunate 
officer t was attacked and defeated by Rughoojee, 
in the end of' February. Bajee Rao was preparing 
to avenge his loss, when news reached him. of the· 
arrival of Nadir Shah, the defeat of the Moghuls, 
the death of Khan Dowran, the capture of Sadut 
K~an; aI!d finally .. that the victorious Persian was 
dictating the terms of ransom at the gates of Delhi. 

. 
.,. JJetter from Chimnftiee Appa to the Dawursee Swamee. 

OffiCial report from 'Don Martin Silveira De Menezes, from Bas
sem, 18th February 1739. 

t He was defeated by Dummajee Gaekwar, before the battle 
{)t Dubhoy; in 173t. I 
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These accounts exceedlDgly alarmed BaJee Rao, 
but the subsequent Intelhgence wluch he receIved at 
Nussee1:abad, Informed hIm of the ImprISOnment of 
the emperor, the plunder of DelhI, the dreadful 
massacre of many of Its InhabItants ., and seemed 
for a tIme to overwhelm hIm. "Our domestlc 
quarrel With RughooJee Bhonslay IS now inslgndi
cant," says the Pelshwa, " the'war WIth the Portu
guese l~ as nought; there IS now but one enemy In 
Hmdoostan." He appears to. have conceIved that 
Narur Shah would estabhsh himself as emperor, 
but he was not dismayed when he heard reports 
tbat a hundred thousand PersIans were advancmg 
to the southward. cc Hmdoos and Mussulmans," 
says BaJee Rao, "the whole pow~r of the Deccan 
must assemble, and I shall spread our Mahrattas 
from the Nerbuddah to the Cbumbul." He called 
on NaSIr J ung to arm agamst the common foe, and 
ChlIDnaJee App3 was ordered to deSIst from the 
Concan warfare, and Jom hIm With aU speed. 
Before Chnnna.Jee received thIs command, a detach
ment from lus army, under KhundooJee Mankur 
had reduced the fortsofVersovah and Darawee, he 
was In posseSSIOn of the whole of Salsettet, and 
had begun the siege of BasselD. It waS mvested 
by an advanced force under ShunkraJee Narram, 
on the 17th of February. The commandant repre
sented With humlhty, that he was willlDg to pay 
the Mahratta tribute" and that the Portuguese 
asked no more than the terms granted to the See .. 
dee of' JIDJeera. But he was mIstaken in sup-

* Eight thousand by the lowest computation. 
t Called Sasbtee by the Mahtattas. 

NN2 
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posing that such a tone would avert the attack of a 
victorious Bra min. Chimnajee was unwilling to 
relinquish the capture of an important fortress 
which would secur~ hia conquest~ and without 
which, the Portuguese had a key which opened a 
passage to the recovery, not only of what they had 
lost, Dut to the whole CdncaIi from the Ghauts to 
the sea, and from Damaun, to Bombay; therefore, 
although the mandate from hilS brother was urgent, 
he determined to secure Bassein, Aware of the 
risk to which he exposed himself by the chance 
of di,scomfiture, during the whole of March and 
April, he pressed the siege by every possible ex
ertion. Numbers were daily killed in his batteries 
and trenches, where shells and.huge stones, thrown 
from mortars, did terrible execution. The numer
ous guns of the besieged were at last silenced, and 
a breach had been effected in one of the curtains, 
but it was not yet practicable. . 'the mines of the 
besiegers were repeatedly counteracted; at length, 
nve were prepared, but so unskilfully, that the 
first only partially exploded, ,~nd of three mines 
close together, intended to be 'fired at once, two 
only went off. These, however, made a very 
large breach, Which the Mahratta troops resolutely 
and prothptIy mounted, when the remaining mine 
having caught fire, blew hundreds of the assail
ants, in the air. The Portuguese fIung a quantity 
of hand grenades amongst the crowds in the 
rear; whilst they plied those who had ascended 
~ith: musquetry,' and drove them back with 
much slaughter. The defences were repaired 
with alacrity, the besiegers returned to the ,attack; 
but before attempting an assault at the former 



SIEGE AND ASS1\.ULT OF BASSEIN. 549 

breach, the r~maining mine under the tower of 
St. Sebastian, which had been constructed under 
the superintendence of Mulhar Rao Holkar, was 
fired ': half the bastion was brought to the ground, 
and the assailants, after losing two of their colours, 
at last effected a lodgement. The besieged, how
ever, although forty of their ~umber were killed, 
and upwards of one hundred and thirty wounded 
at the breach of St. Sebastian, disputed every incQ. 
of ground, threw up a retrenchment of gabions, 
and mounted fresh guns, from which they kept up 
an incessant fire. At last, worn out by fatigue, 
and distressed for want of provisions, the sea face 
being blockaded by Mannajee Angria, they· sent 
offers of capitulation, which were accepted on the 
16th of May, and eight days were allowed to em .... 
bark their private property and families. The 
fortuguese lost, in killed and wounded, according 
to the Mahratta account, eight hundred men, 
whilst Chimnajee Appa acknowledges ~is own loss 
at upwards of five t~lOusand, from-the commepce
ment to the end of this remarkable siege: the ruos~ 
vigorous ever prosecuted by Mahrattas. The Por
tuguese only enumerate their loss at the last breach. 
The capitulation was made by Captain de Souza 
Pereira, the same officer who before defended 

• Tannab; Silveira de Minezes, the com manding 
officer, having been killed during one of the as. 
saults.-

if Original Mahratta, and copies of the orlgmal P9rtuguese 
reports, which coincide in almost evety particular. The Mah. 
rattas, during the whole campaign, lost twelve or fourteen thou
sand men 10 killed and wounded. 
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Holkar and Sindia, as soon as Bassein fell, were 
sent to join Bajee Rao with all speed, but by that 
time news had arrived of the retreat of the Per. 
sians. ... Nadir Shah restored the throne to its 
degraded owner, and wrote letters to all the 
princes in India, announcing the event; amongst 
others, he addressed a letter to Shao, and one to 
Bajee Rao. He informs the latter that he has re
instat~d Mohummud Shah, and now considered 
him as a brother; that although Bajee Rao was an 
ancient servant possessing a large army, he had 
not afforded the emperor assistance, but that all 
must now attend to Mohummud Shah's commands, 
for if they did not, he would return with his army 
and inflict punishment up~n the disobedient. t 

For the valuable information which Iobtained, in May 1822, 
from the records of the Portuguese government, I here beg to, 
offer my acknowledgments-to his Excellency the Viceroy of 
Goa. who most liberally~ supplIed me with copies of the whole 
correspondence relative to the conquest of Salsette. 

• By the Bombay records, at the East India House, it ap
pears that Nadir Shah quitted Delhi, 5th May 1789. 

t Original letter from Nadir Shah to Bajee Rao. 
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CHAP. XVI .. 

FROM A D. I'1S9, TO A D 1740. 

The government 'lI Malwa not flrmall!J conceded to BOJee Ra& 
as proml.8ed h!J N,zam 001 Moolk - The Peashwa~s arange
menls an Malwa and Bundelcund, P1'eVZOUS to attemptzng the 
conqlU!st 'lithe Deccan. - },f olIves wMch deterred and prompt. 
ed tke Peuhwa ..., RughoOJee Bhonsla!J as anduced to under
take an expedztzon anto the Carnatzc - The Peashwa attacks 
NaSIr Jung -plans frustrated at the outset - departs for 
Hzndoostan - ChzmnaJee Appa recalled .nto the Concan to 
support BallaJec BaJee Rao - Operatzons agaanst Sumhhf1Jetr 
Allgna - znterrupted b!J Intellzgence W the death W BlfJee 
Rao -Brzef retrospecl iff the me and progress W t/,e 1Uah
rattas - State W the Moghul empzre and of tlte powers In 
Ind,a -Imper,al court. - Nabob W Oude - RaJpoots -
Ongzn iff the Jhats - W Alzverd!J Khan - qf the Rohzllas. 
-State W the Deccan and Carnatzc. - Nabobs W Arcol
Kurnoul- Kurpa - and Sa'Vanoor '- TanJore - Englzsh. 
- French amJ Portuguese - RtlJa W Soonda - Dessa!Je 'lI 
Carwar- M!Jsore - ArtifiCial revenue s!J~tem if tlte Mah
ratlas-Remarks on - Cha7acter W BOJee Rao- Hzssons 
BallaJee BaJee Rao - RI/gonath Rao - Jenardm Bawa, 
and Shumsher Bukadur. 

SHORTLY after the departure of N adlf Shall, 
l~fg. BaJee Rao sent a letter to the emperor ex-

pressIv~ of hIS submlssion and obedlepce, 
and a nuzur of one hundred and one gold mohurs, 
whIch was acknowledged in sUltable terms, and a' 

splendid khillut'" sent In 1 eturn. He JS assured 

• A SJrpa, IS ~ honorary dress" conslStmg of cloths for the 
turban, trowsers, girdle, and gown, complete. hence Its name 
sir-pa, or head to foot. A khlllut comprehendli not only the 

NN4 
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~y the emperor, that the rank, Jagheers, districts, 
and inheritance, already conferred on him, shall be 
confirmed, and that he may depend on finding his 
interests best promoted by continuing steadfast in 
'his duty to the impedal government. • 

Although no new Soobehdar, nor any deputy of 
Nizam 001 Moolk, was appointed to Malwa, yet 
no Sunnud was sent conferring the government on 
Bajee Rao. This omission the Peishwa considered 
a breach of faith on the part of Nizam 001 Moolk ; 
but the Nizam's army being still in Hindoostan, 
and some of Bajee'Rao's best officers and troops 
advancing from the Concan, he deferred enforcing 
his claims until a titter opportunity. In the mean
time he was busied in arranging the affairs of the 
province of Malwa, and strengthening his con
nection with the Rajpoot princes in the western 
quarter, along the banks of the Chumbul from 
Kotah to Allahab~d, but especially with Juggut 
Deo, and his brother Hurdesa, Rajas of Bundel
cund. With these two princes he entered into a 
very particular and secret alliance, for the purpose 
of mutual protection and support against the 
Mahomedans. The contracting parties became 
bound by the most solemn oaths. The Rajas of 
Bundelcund agreed to accompany Bajee Rao in 
aU ~is incursions acros& the J umna and Chumbul, 

dreS~t but all the additions of jewels, horse, elephant and arms, 
according to circumstances and the rank of the parties. On 
the occasion alluded to, Bajee Rao received two ornaments of 
jewels for the turban, and a pearl necklace, together wIth a 
.horse and an elephant, ' 

• Original letter from Mohummud Shah. 
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and with the exception of the territory of Buda .. 
wur .. , to share in all prize and conquest in a pro
portion corresponding to the numerical strength of 
their respective forces; they promis~d, "in case of 
Bajee Rao's being engaged in a war in the Deccan, 
to defend Bundelcund for at least two months, and 
if at the end of that time, the Mahrattas should 
not be advancing to their a~sistance, . they will 
make the best terms they can as a means of tem ... 
porary safety; but break them the moment they 
are joined by their Hindoo allies." Bajee Rao's-, 
share of the territories of the former Raja Chittoor 
Sal, exclusive of Jhansee, was now fixed at five 
lacks of rupees. t 

These arrangements, to. secure the northern 
frontier, were preparatory to a war with Nizam 
001 Moolk, or an expedition into the Carnatic. 
The late success against Nizam 001 Moolk, his 
departure from the terms of agreement, his great 
age, the probability of contentions among his sons, 
encouraged or stimulated the Peishwa to' attempt 
the subjugation of the Deccan; but the deficiency 
of his resources for so great a design, was the chief 
obstacle which deterred him from this undertaking. 
On the other hand, the pJ:ospect of contnbutions 
and plunder, by which he might liquidate his 
debts~ and perhaps some secret encouragement 
from Arcot t, were strong allurements for ventur. 

• I do not know whether this exception was meant in favour
of the Rajas of Bundelcund, or the Pelshwa. 

t Poona records. 
t Colonel Wuks states, that the Mahrattas were invited by 

Meer Assud, the Dewan of Sufdllt Ali. Some confirmation of 
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ing into the Carnatic. But Bajee Rao ·was critically 
situated, and circumstances impelled him to choose 
the Deccan as the theatre of his' operations. The 
party of Dhab,aray, or rather of Dummajee Gaek. 
war, the agent of Ooma Bye (as her son Yeswunt 
Rao, even when he grew up., was incompetent 
to his situation), possessed very considerable re. 
sources, and, from causes already detailed, was 
always inimical to the Peishwa. 

Rughoojee Bhonslay was jealous of the Bramin 
ascendancy, he meditated a revolution by getting 
the Raja into his own power; and as Shaq had no 
'prospect of an heir; Rughoojee may have contem
plated the possession of the Mahratta supremacy by 
being adopted as his son. Futih Sing Bhonslay, the 
only Mahratta likely to supersede him in the Raja's 
choice, possessed nei~her ability nor enterprise, 
and had fillied to create power by acquiring popu
larity among the soldiery. Rughoojee had many 
difficulties to overcome in prosecuting a scheme of 
the kind. Although a party existed inimical ·to 
the Peishwa, Bajee Rao's friends and dependants 
surrounded the Raja, and possessed his ear, ifnot 
his entire confidence; nor could Rughoojee Bhons .. 
lay nor Dummajee" Gaekwar concert a plan or trans
act the slIghtest business without Bramin agency; 
should Bajee Rao, however, quit the position which 
he occupied between the territorIes of those two, 
there· would be no obstacle to thek uniting against 
him. 

this appears In Tippo~'s circular letter, translated by lVII. Ed. 
monstone; but I have met with' no trace' of. It in aDY Mahratta 
record. 
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The subsisting difference between Rughoojee 
and Bajee Rao, az:ose from Rughoojee's having 
plundered the province of Allahabad, and not hav
ing joined when he was ordered, according to the 
terms on which he held 'his lands and title. The 
Pefshwa affirmed that he had no authority for levy
ing contributions north of the N erbuddah, and 
declared his determination, ,Slot fhe time of his 
marching from Poona, in the end of 1738, to en· 
force restitution; not to the owners, but to the 
Mahratta state, and to punish the aggression. A 
temporary compromise took place on the arrival of 
the Persians at Delhi; but the dispute was un
settled, and nothing but a sen~ of injury to 
their mutual interests prevented an open war. • 

This state of affairs laid the foundation of 
-schemes which had a great effect in extendmg the 
spreading but unstable power of the Mahrattas. 
Unfortunately there ar~ few direct proofs to illus .. 
trate this part of their history. It is, however, 
certain that Bajee Rao and Rughoojee had a meet .. 
ing, and that they were reconciled. 

From all that has been stated, as well as from 
subsequent events, there is reason to suppos~, that 
Bajee Rao unfolded as much of his schemes to 
Rughoojee as w~re necessary to engage his co-oper
ation; and the plunder of the Carnatic, an eventual 
addition to his own terrjtories in the Deccan, alld 
a future partition of Bengal and Hindoostan, may 
have been urged by the Peishwa to excite his am. 
bition and cupidity. In this conference may also 

"" Mahratta MSS., and origmal letters, 
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be seen, the real spring from which a host of Mah. 
rattas were poured into the Cal'natic. \It 

... The only authentic record I have recovere4 of the ar .. 
rangement which preceded this expedition, an'd that bears nq 
date, is a copy of the original authority by the Raja, which is 
npt more loose and vague, th,an many Mahratta documents 
equally important. By this paper, I conjecture, that the 
Pelshwa furmshed the infantry. and" from snbaequeJlt events; 
it IS probable that he by this means weakened hIS own army. 
The cavalry under Rughoojee was furmshed by different leaders. 
I do not know who Koossajee Yessajee Bhonslay, the person 
mentioned In the paper, was, but he is supposed to have been 
the commander of the infantry. 

L,teral translatton if an authority ISsued by Shao Maharaj, to 
the Sena SahzlJ SoolJek. 

To Rajman Rajasree Rughooje~ Bhonslay Sena Sahib. 
Soobeh,-

The following orders are issued to you, regarding the ar
rangements to be made in the province' of the Carnatic, south' 
of the Toongbuddra. Q 

Distrzcts, the collections from 'WhiCh, 'Whollll belong to tke Raja 
SJ,ao. 

1. TrichiQ~poly. 
2. Tanjore. 
s. Arcot, including Ginjee. 
4. Seringapatam, after deducting what is fixed by the treaty 

with government. 

Other Districts. 
1. Sera. 
2. Adonee. 
S. Kurnoul. 
4. Kl1r~a. 
5. Phoot Mahal (or portions of various districts). 

According to the amount which may' be receiyefl from the 
above mentioned places, the Surdesbmookhee, Babtee, Sahotr5-
&c. having been deducteJl, the remainder being Mokassa, one 



In prosecution of his plans of conquest in the 
Deccan, Bajee Rao. sei2iing tb,e opportunity afforded 
by the absence ofNizam 001 Moolk at Delhi, com .. 
menced his operations about the end of the year, 
by surrounding Nasir Jing, the second son of the 
Nizam, who was encamped in the neighbourhoo d 
of Aurungabad with ten thousand m~n, but a very 
large body of horse and foot, ~ith a numerous ar
tillery advanced to his relie4 amI having effect
ed a junction, Nasir J ung, tliu~ Ieinforced, at-

hair of it to be tbe share of Koossajee Yessajee Bhonslay, and 
tbe other is to belong to the Raja (Sbao). 

In this manner- tbe whole of tbe four first mentioned pl~ces, 
and the Surdesbmookhee, and Babtee, and one haIf of the 
Mokassa of tbe remaiwog places, bemg formed into one sum, 
&ne half of it is to be taken by you for the expenses of your 
troops, and' the other half, being the amount belonging to 
government, is to be Pfid into tbe state treasury, by means of 
....... ___ 1. You and he. with mutual tonsultation, having 
made proper arrangements, are to, gain possession of hill forts, 
forts, 8;Ild territory. Whatever cavalry are required to be sta
tioned for garrisonmg forts and fortified places, are to be placed 
in them by you; and he will place whatever infantry are re
quisite. In this manner the forts are to be garrisoned. The 
sum, however, payable for the pres~nt year, is fixed at seven 
lacks, which is to be paid to the gov.ernment as above; ac
cording to what is wrltten, having brought affairs to a conclu
sion, by performing 'the servIce of the Swamee (the Raja). 
your conduct will be approved. and let the end be accom
plished according to what is written. What occasion is there 
for writing much? dependance is wholly placed in you by Swa
mee. You are WlSe. 

~ Blank in the Mabratta paper, but supposed to be U the 
Mookh Purdhan" (Bajee Bao). 



558 HISTORY OF THE. MAHRATTAS. 

tacked Bajee Rao, crossed the Godavery in defiance 
of the Mahratta army, and moved in "the direction 
of Ahmednugur, plundering the villages in his. 

route. :I{< The Peishwa, being joined by. 
ti:cJ. Chimnajee Appa, wi~h a bodyoffresh troops, 

principally Concan infantry, repeatedly at
tacked the ~oghuls, and Nasir Jung was at length 
compelled to retire towards the Godavery.; but 
after several months, the Mahrattas, tired of the. 
unprofitable war, gladly entered on terms of ac-. 
commodation, and a treaty was concluded at 
Moongy Pyetun, by which both parties pledged 
themselves to maintain peace, and mutually to reR 
Frain from plundering in the Deccan. t Hindia and 
Kirkoun, districts on the banks of the N erbuddah, 
were conferred on Bajee Rao in J agheer 1, and the 

*' The respectable author of the Khuzaneh Amirah, was not 
aware of the junctIOn of these troops. Shah Nuwaz Khan, 
author of the Muasir 001 Oomrah, was probably present during 
the service; 'but he does not, in his memOIrs of Nasir Jung, 
mentIon the strength of the army, with which he crossed the 
Godavery. Nasir Jung appears to have been accompanied by 
the whole of his father's park of artIllery, whIch may have been 
sent back from Malwa; and Chimnajee Appa, in an original 
letter, states his army at tlurty thousand cavalry, twenty thou
sand infantry, one hundred and fifty guns, three hundred swivels 
and jingals (or wall pieces), mounted on camels, and three hun
d,red rocket camels. Allowing him to have greatly over esti
mated them, as enemies, there was still too large a force tQ au
thorize, a~ a general, such a venture on the part of Bajee Rao. 

t Original letter from Ch'mnajee Appa. Mahratta MSS. 
NaSIr Jung's army did not pass Ahmednugur. SIr J. Malcolm 
is under a mIstake, in supposing that Nasir Jung burnt Poona. 

:t: Khuzaneh Am!rah, Hudeequ-i-alum. Mahratta MSS. 
Chimnajee Appa mentions, that :;orne Jagbeer districts towards 
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Peisbwa, without visiting Poona or Satar!, in great 
vexation, amounting almost to despair·, set off 
with his army towards Hindoostan. Chimnajee 
Appa was called to support Ballajee Bajee Rao, the 
Peishwa's son, engaged in hostilities in the Concan • 

.sumbhajee Angria, still intent on recovering 
Kolabah from his half-brother, .Mannajee, taking 
advantage 1>f the absence of so large a body of 
troops, had 3z:,O'3.in attacked Alannajee's distric~ and 
having rapidly taken Choule, Alybagh, Thull,.and 
Sagurgurb, laid siege to Kolabah, and cut off the 
garrison from fresh water. Jrlannajee applied to 
Ballajee Bajee Rao, who was with the Raja in the 
neighbourhood of Satara. Five hundred men were 
accordingly sent to support the garrison, and 
an express despatched to Chi,mnajee Appa for in
structions. Chimnajee had ordered his nephew to 
repair to Kolabab in person, and applied to the g0-

vernor in council at Bombay, (with whom he had 
concluded a treaty, and maintained a friendly inter
course since his late campaign in the Concanj) to 
support the garrison at Kolabab, and assist them 
with water, which was immediately done. Bal
lajee, _or as he was then invariably designated, 

the Nerbuddah. formerly promised by Nizam 001 Moolk, were 
ceded, but their names are not specified by him. 

• The following passage occurs in one or hiS letters to his 
Mahapooroosh. It is Without date, but supposed to be writ. 
tbn at this period of disappointment. « I am involved in dIffi. 
culties; in debt, and in dISappointments, and hke a man ready 
to swallow poison: near the Raja are my enemies, and should 
I at this time go to Satara, they will put their feet on my breast. 
I should be thankful if I could meet death. 
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Nana Sahib, arrived at Kolabah on the fifth day's 
march, and distinguished hims~lf on his. first service, 
by an attack on a party stationed nnder the protec
tion of Heera-kot, which he drove into Sumbh_a
jee's camp, l,{llled twenty.five or thirty men, and 
took Toolajee, the half.broth~r of Sumbhajee pri
soner.· The English had arrived before Nana 
Sahib; they forced the fleet of Sumbhajee to run 
down to Severndroog, and compelled him tQ move 
his camp, from the sea-side, where it was pitched 
on their arrival, and to throw up an intrenchment 
to protect his people from a heavy cannonade 
which they opened from their ships. Sumbhajee 
applied to the English for permission to retire to Se
verndroogt, but they refused to listen to his tequest. 
He however effected, his escape by some means of 
which the M;ahratta letters and ~anuscripts afford 
no particulars. Chimnajee Appa having joined 
N ana Sahib, they were concerting the reduction of 
Rewadunda, when accounts reached them of the 
death t of Bajee Rao, which happened on the banks 

• He was released, but in what manner does not appear. 
t Chimnajee Appa's letter. 

On the death of a near relation, Hindoos are supposed 
unclean for ten days, during which, they are to be rigidly 
abstemious in every respect; this observance is called sootuc'k. 
Where the relationship is not near,. or th~ death happena at a 
great distance, one" two, or three days are 8ufficien~ The funeral 
rites ought to be performed by the nearest relation, and alwaya 
last ten days, doring ~hich, or until the 12th!Jr: lSth day, the 
mourner is considered unclean. . After a corpse is burnt or 
buried, the soul is supposed to hover round the spot for ten 
days before it wings its flight, to receive judgment from Yem 
Dhurm. In whatever place a Hmdoo hears of the death or a 

~2 
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(lfthe Nerbuddab, on the 28th day of ApnlI74.0. 
On receiving this intelligence, Shunkrajee Nan-am 
was appointed Soobehdar of the Concan, Khundoo .. 
jee Mankur was left in command of a body of 
troops, whilst Chimnajee Appa and Ius nephew, 
after the usual cremonies of mourning, which oc
cupy ten or twelve days, returned to Poona, and 
shortly afterwards rep3JIed ro-8atara. 

The death ofBajee Rao is an event in Malu'atta 
annals, which, on hiS account alone, deserves a 
pause. In the history of this nation, whose very 
existence was the confusion of other states, an oc
casIonal survey, however brief; of those powers with 
whom they have transactions, is absolutely neceS
sary. The reader maynow, indeed, be less at a loss 
to comprehend who the Mabrattas were, than Eu
ropean contemporaries of Bajee Roo, who heard of 
a people "unknown a century before·, that had 
overturned ancient monarchies, who were plunder
ing and burning on the east, and on the west, from 
the Hooghly to the Bunass, and. from Madras to 
Delhi; yet, from the drlfusive nature of their con
quests, one may be apt, without some survey of the 
kind, combined WIth a retrospective view of their 

parent, he shaves his mustacluos, and performs aU the ntes as 
If present where the dell,th happep.ed. Braplins pbserve the 
anmversary or the death of theU' relations, and on.. the new 
moon, of every month, perform certaIn ceremonies to thel~ 
mane.$. 

• 'Even up to the penod of the death of RaJa Ram, they 
were less knOWD among Europeans by the name of Mahrattas, 
that) by that of tAe SI'Otljtes 

VOL. I. 00 
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past history, to lose sight of the rise and progress 
of their power, and of their relative importance in 
India. The Mahomedan wars, from the commence .. 
ment of the seventeenth century, the plans and 
conquests of Sivajee, the state of the Deccan after 
his deatli, the Jncrease of' habitual rapme by the 
absence of controlling authority, the immense pre .. 
datory power which was thus prepared, and the 
means of directing it, placed by the Mogbuls in the 
hands of Shao, had all their share in accumulating 
the mighty mass of Mahratta force; and when we 
consider the skill with which Ballajee Wishwanath, 
and his successor, 'combined and guided the whole 
weight of such a tremendous engine of destruction, 
we cease to feel surprised at the havoc which it 
spread. Other causes, besides Mahratta progress, 
had concurred to complete the lrumiliation of' the 
Timoorian dynasty, and at the period uf Bajee 
Rao's death the vast fabric of the Moghul empire 
was dIsjointed or in ruins. 

Mohummud Shah had received his liberty and 
his crown, after both had been subjected to the 
will of a despot: Delhi had been plundered of up
wards of thirty millions of pounds sterling; thou
sands of its inhabitants had been cruelly massacred; 
and Cabul,· Tatta, and Mooltan, were added by 
Nadir Shah, to his kingdom of Persia. 

Kb,an Dowran, who was killed in a precipitate 
attack on' the Persian army, had been suceeded as 
Vizier, by Kummur.ud-deen Khan, the friend of 
Nizam 001 Moolk, so that the faction of the Toor-, 
anee Moghuls remained in power, though contrary 
to the secret wishes of the empez.:or. Nizam 001 
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:t.loolk, dignifie~ with the title of U meer 001 Oom. 
rah, remained for some time at Delhi, but having 
heard that his son Nasir Jung meditated rebellion, 
he obtained the emperors sanction for transferring 
his title of U meer 001 Oomrah to his eldest son 
Ghazee.ud-deen, and commenced his march for the 
Deccan. 

Sadut Khan, the Nabob o( Oude, died before 
Nadir Shah left Delhi, and his nephew amI son-in. 
law, Abdool Munsoor Khan Sufdur Jung, was ap 
pointed bis successor. 

The principal Rajpoots, still trIbutary to tbe 
emperor, were those of Jeypoor, Joudpoor, and 
Oudepoor. Both the last mentioned states had been 
subjected to partial devastation fi'om the Mahrattas; 
but the intimate cennection subsisting between Jey 
Sing and Bajee Bao ., prevented such aggressions 
in the districts of Jeypoor. 
. The Jba18, originally a tribe of Sliooders from 
the banks of the Indus, had, a short time before 
the death of Aurungzebe, established themselves 
in the territory between Agra and J eypoor. Their 
chief, Chooramun, attained power during the. con
fusion of the times, and the plunder of the baggage 
of Au.r:ungzebe's army, is. said to have furnished tile 
means of beginning tbe fortifications of Bhurtpoor. 
Though situated at such a distance from each 
other, the Mahratta progress was the cause 01 the 
rise of the Jhats, and being afterwards, fi'om the 

• Bajee Rao had a secret agen~ residing with Jey Sing, 
the name of the envoy (Venkajee Ram) is mentioned in one 
of Bajee Rao's original letters. 

002 
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time the Mahrattas crossed the Chumbul, drawn 
together by mutual interest, a frjendly intercourse 
has, for the most 'part, subsisted' between them. 

About this period, the usurper Aliverdy Khan esta
blished his authority over the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orissa. From a humble situation in the 
service of Shujah-ud-deen Khan, nabob of Bengal, 
Aliverdy had been appointed the nabob's deputy 
in Bahar. Surfuraz Khan, the heir.apparent to the 
nabobship, was stationed at Dacca, and Moorshed 
Koolee Khan, the son·in-Iaw'of Shujah-ud.deen, 
was the deputy governor of Orissa, having for his 
Dew~, a nativ,e of Arabia -, ,named Meer Hubeeb. 
On the death of Shujah .. ud.deen, Surfuraz Khan 
was appointed nabob. Aliverdy Khan rebelled, 
and. slew him in battIe. He also attacked and drove 
Moorshed Koolee from OrisslJ,.. Meer Hubeeb,. 
the Dewan, a person af~erlVirds so in'strumental in 
Mahratta progress, also fled, but subsequently sub
mitted, and entered the service of the successful 
insurgent. Aliverdy Khan was acknowledged by 
the emperor as nabob of Bengal, in consequence 
of sending a part of the property and je~eIs of 
Surfuraz Khan to court. 

New states sprung up even in the envitons of 
Delhi; the founder of the principality, afterwards 
known by the name of Rohillah, had been for some 
time rising into notice. The person who first 

-. Ma'hratta MSS. Gholam Hussein Khan, author of the 
Seyr 001 Mutuakhereen, calls him a native of Persia, a pedlar 
from Iran. Meer Hubeeb was intimately known to the Mah~ 
rattas, who always designate him ~ an Arab. 
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estabhshed lumself was the son of a Hmdoostanee 
Aheer·, a class of shepherds nearly SImuar to the 
Dhungurs of Maharashtr~ An Afghan adopted 
him, when a boy, as his son, and gave hIm the 
name of Ah Mohummud Rohillah, whIch procured 
for hlm and all his followers the appellatlon of Rd
hillahs. He began his career under the deputy 
governors of Mooradabad, as commander of a 
small party of Afghan cavalry. He afterwards got 
possession &f lands on pretence of paying a higher 
rent for them; and at last, on an attempt to sup
press hlS encroachments, he raised an insurrection 
and defeated the deputy of the V mer Kummur .. ud .. 
deen Khan; lD 'Whose Jagheer, situated in the 
Dooab, httle more than a hundred mIles to the 
southward of the capita~ all these circumstances 
happened. 

In the Deccan and Carnatic, Nizam 001 Moolk 
wV1ded the revenue with the Mahrattas; except 
in the Swuraje, and where terrItory had bee{l 
wholly ceded ill Jagheer; the NlZam, ill other 
situatiollS, c1aunfng sovereIgnty, as the.Mahrattas 
did tnbute, over all those states and pnnClpahtles 
to the southward of the T~~gbuddra, whIch had 
submitted to Anrungzebe. 

DostAlly, the nephew of that Sadut Oolla Khan, 
who in the year 1706 was left by Daood Khan as 
his dep1,lty in the CarnatIc Payeen Ghaut, had, in 
1752, succeeded his uncle as nabob, but WIthout 
oQtaming the sanctlon of NlZam 001 Moolk or the 
authority of the emperor. 

,.. Mr. Forster says he was a. Jath. 
008 
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The country was breaking into many small 
states; the nabobs of Kurnoul, Kurpa, and Sava .• 
noor, the descendants of governors under the 
dynasties of Beejapo'or and Golcondah, were closely 
connected with some of the Mahrattas, and had 
been, for some time, nearly independent. The 
son.in.law of the Nabob of Arcot, the well known 
Chunda S~ib, had obtained possession of Trichi· 
nopolyon pretence of affording protection to the 
widow of its late Raja. 

The nominal Raja of Tanjore was the grandson 
of Sivajee's brother Venkajee. Tookajee, the 
youngest of Venkajee's three sons, was the only 
one who had issue; and at this period, two sons 
'of Tookajee's remained alive; the one, Syajee, was 
legitimate, the other Pertaub Sing 'was the son of 
a concubine. The government was administered 
under the name of the former, but the power was 
held by a Mahomedan officer, who since the time 
of Tookajee, had been vested with the command 
of the fort of Tanjore. Syajee, who some years 
afterwards placed himself under the protection of 
the English at Madras, was dispossessed by this 
officer, who raised Pertaub Sing to the head of the 
government in 1741; but the new Raja WQuld bot 
submit to the control of his minister, and freed 
himsel( from a state of tutelage, by assassination. 

The English and French, who were so soon to 
take' a part in the contentions and usurpations of 
the times, still rema\ned on the defensive, uncon. 
scious of their own strength, or unwilling to exert 
it; a~d although the former, when driven to arms, 
had manfully asserted their rights on aU occasions,. 
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yet the merchants of those two great nations, in 
common with those 'Of other European factories, 
sought only to' increase their trade and privileges 
by humble submission, and frequent bribes or pre
-sents to the petty courts surrounding them. 

The Portuguese had been severely humbled by 
the Mahrattas. The English at Bombay courted 
the Peishwa, through his brotijer Chimnajee Appa, 
for the purpose of obtaining an extension of com
mercial privileges, and a treaty had been settled 
with Chimnajee Appa at Bassein, in July 1739. 

The Raja of Soonda, and the Dessaye of Car
war, had assisted the Portuguese in their war against 
the ,Mahrattas; but the Rana of Bednoor, whose 
territory adjoined that of Sumbhajee. Raja of Kola
poor, appears to have remained neutral. 
, The Mysore state, though a declared tributary 
of the Moghuls, and of the Raja Shao, had for 
twelve or fifteen years, by the commotions of its 
neighboUI:S, and the vigour of some of its officers, 
been exempted from the scene of plunder and ex
action which ,devastated the greater part of India. 

Such was the disjointed state of. the Moghul 
empire at this important period. The detail of 
event~ has unfolded the parties, the feuds, and the 
domestic policy of the Mahrattas; but something 
remains to be said of the administratIon and charac
ter of Bajee Rao. 

Having already dwelt upon the artificial divi. 
sions of revenue, adopted as a means of cementing 
union among the Mahrattas, it is fit to enquire, 
how far i~ tended to that end, and how long the 
detail _of the system was preserved. That it did 
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create union, and give an immediate direction to 
the predatory power of the Deccan, is unquestion
able; and it is pr9bable the' Mahrattas would 
never have spread their conquests so far, had not 
this means been devised for conciliating aIld con. 
trolling the chiefs. It was tounded on a prinQple 
of self-interest, which, fitly directed to the views 
of a community, is unerring in its results; but 
it must always be remembered, that this principle, 
when misapplied or misunderstood, may tend a& 

much to stir up sedition, and to create hostility, as 
to. preserve un~on and ensure ,combination. Bajee
Rao had not leisur~ to att~nd to detail or arrange .. 
ment; the minute divisions which were made or 
the revenues, ceded by the Moghuls, served to 
provide hundreds of Bramin carcoons with bread;. 
and every one interpreted the amount of his own .. 
01' his master's claims to Surdeshmookhee, Babtee, .' 
Mokassa, &c. rather according to his power to 
enforce his demands, than his ability to prove their 
justice. 

The more solid institutions of Sivajee are yet. 
found amongst his native mountains, but the origin 
of the distribution of revenue in the year 1720 .. 
was, in less than nay years, understood by few 
people in the Mahratta country 1:, and is now use
ful chieH y as an historical record. 

." There is an original memorandum from Nana Furnuwees,. 
without date, amongst the old papers at Satara, desiring to know 
the period and origin of the distribution. On this paper is. 
tnarked, seemingly as a memorandum of the answer sent. Soor 
Sun 111'7 (about Anno :Qomini 1717). I have frequently found. 
Bramin revenue omcers "'" other r~spects verl' inteIlJgent IDen" 
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'Vith regard to Bajee Rao, when we look to the 
perplexities both foreign and domestic, in which 
he was involved, the confusion which continued to 
prevail in every branch of the administration is far 
from smprising. He manifested little disposition 
towards regular government; many of his country..; 
men accuse him of avarice; of some disregard to the 
observances of his faith; and .of being &0 entirely 
a soldier, as to neglect every branch of finanee.
and jurisprudence. Their opinions are entitled to 
full consideration, but will not greatly detract 
from the superior character of Bajee Rao. If he 
inherited some of the defects of his cast, he w~' 
free from their bigotry, and but slightly tainted 
with the meaner vices, which render the general 
character of Bramins when in power despicable., 
The strictures ofhis countrymen are best answere<\ 

who said there was no dift"erence in the origin of Jagheer and. 
Mokassa, both being bestowed, as they observed cc for the 
maintenance of troops, and consequently they must always have 
been the same." The want of research and historical observ
ation amongst the Mahrattas, in common with all HindoOIf, is 
a greater obstacle to the attainment of information than can be 
conceived in a European country.. Every thing must be worm .. 
ed out of them by attentive perseverance; in that way there is 
a wide field for the enquirer; but unfortunately, it takes years 
of' experience, before a European is qualified to qUe$tion a 
native of India. 

Since writing the above note, I have discovered a letter 
written in the year 1765, where similar queries are put, to know 
the meaning of the S'WUraje territory. cc The Swurajett says the 
writer of the answer (Govind Rao Chitnees), "is the territory 
west of the Beema. and all which you call Swuraje, beyond that, 
i$ Zs6urdustee" (violent us\U'pation). 
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by his embarrassments and his career. It is true 
he 'was inordinately ambitious, and in his last 
scheme of subjugating the Deccan, he completely 
miscalcufated his means; yet he made the best 
amends for his want of foresight, by receding from 
the attempt in a creditable manner. Bajee Rao's 
plans, like those of most men when formed amidst 
a choice of difficulties, surrounded by faction, in
trigues, and danger, did not extend to remote 
futurity. As a politician, however, in suppressing 
much domestic opposition, in quickly discerning, 
and promptly counteracting the designs of' Nizam 
001 MooIk, he evinced penetration, talent, and 
vigour. His enlarged views, in fitly directing the 
only power at his disposal, might lead us to sup
pose him capable of the greatest undertaking, but 
a summary of character must reject speculation. 
As a predatory leader his qualities were great; he 
was brave and eloquent, enterprizing and skilful. 
The p~riod at which he lived, and the circums. 
tances under which he acted, are so very different 
from those of Sivajee, that a comparison cannot be 
succinctly drawn. Yet the distinctions are suffi. 
cientlyobvious, and Bajee Rao, though a better 
man, must remain a much less distinguished cha
racter in history. ' 

Bajee Rao was handsome in his person, and his 
manner was more that of a frank soldier than of a 
smooth courtier; when iIi the field with his troops 
he kept up no state, and shared in aU the privations 
of the meanest horseman. An anecdote illustrative 
of his character is preserved from the following 
circumstance. Before Nizam 001 Moolk had seen 
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Bajee Rao, during the first campaign in which 
they were opposed to each other, the former desired 
a famous painter in his service to repair to the 
army of Bajee Rao, and bring his likeness, taken 
in whatever attitude he might first see him. The 
painter executed his task, and on his return ex
hibited the Peishwa mounted, with the head and 
heel ropes of his horse in his feeding bag, like that 
of a common Mahratta, his spear resting on his 
shoulder, whilst he was rubbing with both his 
bands some ears of ripened Joowaree·, which he 
was eating as he rode. 

Bajee Rao left three sons. Ballajee Bajee Rao, 
the eldest, succeeded him as Peishwa; his second 
son was Rugonath Rao, afterwards so well known 
to the English; and his third was J enardin Bawa, 
who died in early youth. He also left one illegiti
mate son by a Mahomedan mother, whom he bred 
a Mussulman, and named Shumsher BuhadiIr. 

• A sort of gram (Holcus Saccharatus) common throughout 
the Deccan. The meal the Pelshwa was making, is a very 
common one in a Mahratta army, and if they have nothing 
else, they do not consider it great prIvation. A Mahratta cuI. 
tlvator frequently SUbSIStS for weeks on the rIpenmg graIn, 
wlth no other sustenance. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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