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THE abseuC\J of any admlmstra\ive necessity tor ,the JJ£ormttioD, 
the want of t.he .\~eed£u~ offiCIal maelunery for eollectmg detaIl j and 
CIID'pllmg stubstics, and, at the ~a~e tIme, the excellence of MaMean's 
GmJe to Bombay were consIdered reasons enough for excludmg the 
Town and leland of Bombay from the Gazetteer s1mes of DistrIct 
;5tatJ&bcal Accounts. 
~ ea dy t.hree yeaTs ago the Secretary of State expressed the wlsh

that a Stat.atical Account of the Town and Island of Bombay should 
1',(, prel alcd. A scheme "a., dlawn up, and, lU antIcIpatIon of san~tlOn, 
::~ 8m,.ll estabhshment was engaged, and the necessal'y preliminary 
f:'XammatlOn (If the Secretallat Records was begun. The preparatIOn of 
n nv sUItable account of the Town and Island of Bombay miplies the 
e,ng~ 6'cment ~f a large and lughly paid sp' ~ml staff. Objections whIch 
c,)uld not be oyelCOme were laised to the scale and the cost of the 
p~ol'osed scheme. The nndertalnng.,had to be abandoned. Meanwhtle 
the small staff at wOlk on the Seeretallat Records had extracted and 
al,rangcd a ma&s of materials. 

The ls\,ue of these not", in printed form is due to the consideration 
uf the G')vernment of Bo~bay 'l> who were unwilling to Bee wasted the 
w(olk and pay <Gpent on this preliminary to any suitable official account 
of, Bombay These present matel'lals are 01 necessity rough and 
(lIs-connected. From the large number of missing important papers, 
th\~y ,\I e also fragmentary Fill ther to some extent they repeat papers 
all ~.\l.ly pubhshed 1U Mr. FOI rest's carefully chosen Selections. Still the 
mi !lute and mtelhgent care with which, as £;Jrmerly in preparlng the 
Gazetteer Land AdministratIOll Chapters, Mr. Krishnarao Narsinh has 
'xa,mmed the Records, lms I beheve secured the mCl-it ot accuracy and 

I>uch completeness as the state of the Secretadat Records allows. 
The Chapters on ':rade, Capital, and Justice have ~n revised and 
)paled for the press by Mr. A. M. T. Jackson, I.C.S., and on all 
Int~ connected with Portuguelle names and histooy rea-dy help 
, Lc'ln I eceived from Dr. Gel'soll Da Ounha.. • 
For tL" benefit ot a future Compiler the schl!me for the Statistical 
~ount of Bombay tor which funds have not been found avaiJable ail 
, ' 
\ as a. list of important papers not available in Bombay but 
~ved to be available at the Indill> Office in Londoll, are pl'mted as 

,~ppenlhs:. 

\!Jvn,bay (.'u,tom8 Bouse, ) 
, 10/ Scl}tpmbel' 1893. f 

J. M. "cAMPBELL, 
Collector of Bombay. 
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BO~IBAY TO'VN AND ISLAND. ----

C H .A. PTE H I. 

HISTORY. 

Acquisition to Union of Companies. 1661-1708. 

THE following papers giving details regarding the :Marl'iage 'rreaty Chapter I 
between King Charles II. and the Infanta of Portugal concluded History. 
the 23rd June 1661 and the hindrances thrown in the way of the 
llritish acqui~ition of the j~land of Bomba~ are extracted from the AcquISItion. 
Bombay Secretariat Records.1 The copIes were obtamed in Septem-
ber 1791. hy one Miquel de Llllla e Souza of Bombay from foho '340 
of the Manuscript Library of t~ Secletary of State at Goa.2 

Treaty between the MostSerene .. anu the Most Potent Kings Marrh1go Treaty, 
Aftonso VI. of PoRtugal and Charles II. of Great Britain. \ 23rd June 1661. 
of the mo"t strict peace between Ol:1e and the ot1wl' kings and 
plinclpally of the marriage whIch shall be celebrated between the 
Most Serene King of Great Britain and the Most Serene Princess 
Infanta of Portugal made and concluded by His Excellency thc Most 
Nolde Francisco de Mello, Count da Ponte, His Majesty's Ambassador 
Extraordmary, for and on behalf of the King of Portu~al and the most 
noble a,ud IllustrIOUS gentlemen, Edwaru Earl of Clarendon, High 
Chancellor of En~land ; George Duke of Albemarle, Master of Horse 
to the King and lJaptaiu General of the Armies of Oreat Britain and 
Ireland j Thomas Earl of Southampton, High Treasurer of England j .. 

a, 

I Foreign Powers Treaty Volume 39 of 1796 and Secret and PohtlOal DIary 53 of 
1796, 1726-1767 Forrest's Selections,Home SerIes, II. 367·374. A postscrtpttoa 
Bombay Government letter to the Governor General in CounCIl of the 3rd.O,(!obEll' 
1796 ID Bomb"y Government DIary of 7th October 1796, .shows that these papers 
were procnred from the Goa ArchIves in 1796 in connectIon WIth an appl'lcatlOn of 
tbe POl tugu""e Government to appomt a Portuguese Consul·Ger/t)rai m :Bomba.y. 
Seclet and PolIttcal Diary 53 of 1796, 1704'()5 and 1709. 

2 The chIef Enghsh references to Bombay between theIr establishment in Surat in 
1612, and the ceSSIOn of the ISland of Bombay by the J'o,rtuguese III 1661, are: In 
1626 the Court of Duectors propose that the Company should tako Bombay (Bru"",,'s 
Annals, I. 273) Apparently in consequence of th,S l?roposai in 1626 the EnghslllD 
SUlat suggest.,l to the Dutch tha.t they should Jom m takmg Bombay anel should 
dIVIde It (BruC~'8 Anuals, I. 273). Accordmgly in Octoher 1626 a JOllltforce of Dutch 
and Enghsh landed on Bombay and burned the Great House or C'li't1e but WIthdrew 
WIthout any attempt to retam possessIOn. (DetaIls of th,S expeditIOn and copIes of 
DdVld DaVIe,' bketch Map of BOmbay Harbour (1626) a.re given In SIr G Blrdwood'a 
Report on the Old Records of the IndIa Office (1891), 214·215, Rnd with local Identl' 
ficatlons Ul Doug\ .... ' Book of B()mbay, 1.37·40). In 1640 Bombay is mentIOned (Bruce's 
Annals, I. 366) as the best place on the West Indian Coast. In 1652 the Surnt CounCil 
reo()mmended that Bombay and .BlIIisem should be boughf frolU the Portuguese. 
Bruce'a Annals, I. 4.12. 
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2 BOMB!.Y TOWN 

J"melil Duke of Ormond, Steward ofthe King's Household; Edwat.l 
Earl oUfanclHlster, Ohamberlainof the King's Hou\Sehdd i Edward 
Nicolas and William 1\foriis Knight~ of the"GolUen Order, both First 
Secretaries of the 'King and Oommissru:ies on the partoof the Kmg' 
of Great Britmn : 

Whe\-eas after having duly cOl).sidel'ecl and deliberated upon every 
particular it WM mutually agreed between the Most Serene awl 
Potent Affonso, by the Grace of God King of Portugal and of the 
Algarves, and Charles, by the same Grace., of 'God King of 
Great Britain France and Ireland, That the Most Serene and 
the .Most Potent King of Great Britain shall, -\vith the utmost 
expedition that the completin~ of 80 great a business will admit 
of, espouse the Most Exccllent J:'rincess the Lady Catharilla Infanta 
of Portugal in order at the same time to establish a more solid nn.l 
durable peace between the two Orowns and promote the mutual 
interest of the people of both nations, as it will hcnceforth behove 
each of them to consult the advantage of the other, no less than if 
they were immediatclr its own, it is hereby covenanted and 
concluded: 

1. 'fhat 1111 Treatif',! ll1ade to this time between Portugal and 
Great Britain shall be ratified and confirmed ill every particular' 
and to all interests and shall, by tMs present Treaty, receive so equal 
a force virtue and validIty- as if special meution were or should 
have been made of every and each articlcU\vora for word therein 
respectively contained. • 

2. The King of Portugal with the assent and advice of his 
Council gives, transfers, grants and confirms, by these presents, to 
the King of Great Britain, his heirs and successors for ever, the City 
and Oastle of Tangier with all its rights, profits, territories and 
appurtenanceS' what~ver together with the revenue and income, the 
direct, full, and absolute dominion antI soverei.!:,fIlty of that city and 
fortress, and the aforesaid territories, with all their royalties, freely 
entirely and absolutely, and also covenants and promises that 
the full and peaceable possession shaJJ. be gi ven of the said city 
and 'fort and other premises with all possible expedition, and that 
the same shall be freely and effectually delivered to the King of 
Gre~ Britain for his use in pursuance of this cession. And it is 
agreeil that as soon as this Treaty shall be signed by the King of 
Great "'Britain and the contract of marriage between the said King 
and the Lady Infanta shall take place according to the terms of 
this 'freaty, the said King shall send to Lisbon five ships of war or 
~s many as he shall judge proper, which shall there receive directions 
to sail for the port of Tangier and to remain there, botn for the
purpose of transporting the troops,-and securing the place: And as 
soon as the Governor of that place shall have made known that 
he has executed tlH) directions of the King of Portugal cGnfJcrning
the delivery of the same place, and the said Treaty be ratified and 
cOl1fir~ed by the King of Portugal, the King of England shall be 
acquamted witp the greatest expedition possible: When the King of 
Great Britain shall immediately send to the port of Lisbon a 
squadron or fleet of twelve ships of war which wlthin four or five 
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days after ib al'liml thero, ::.hl111 receive order;, to go nnJ recej\ e 
and take po,ses~ion of the City and Fort of 'l'angICl' "lth !}ll other 
plellllse~ thcleunto belo,pgillg afor the l1&e of the Kmg' of Great 
Blit,Ull \\ hl,ch city With It'> fort terlltolles and other plI;mi<,cs bh!\11 
l,e eede,1 to, Itn,1 \eui,un Uliller, tl.)o absolute .(\OJmpioll uml ;,over
l'lgnty as well as III the possession of tho King of Great ,Blltmll. 
JlI-; hell, Ullli snccessors, and become allnel>.1:d to his Il11PCflU\ Clown 
for ever . 

'3, Th.lt ,til the military anu othcr rnhabltant::. of tho afulCsuid 
City and FOlt, of Tanglel, or as many of tlwll1 dB shall ehoo~e to 
n'mum and resille there, bhall be heated on the most frIendly foot. 
mg, The flce exercise of the Roman Oatholic RelIgIOn ;,hall he 
pCllllltte, I to them, ,lUd in all cn'iluiattels they shall obey the 
Kiug of Oa'at Brita,m 11& his :mbject., liying 111 the dOlllllllOll 
of the ~,1ll1 Kmg of Ol'eat Bl'ltdin. And they bhall be ruled and 
gO\ eme,l IJy the hamp f<1wS and customs as have lutherto been used 
.mtl applO\ ed ill the afolesuid town and castle. But should any 
s"ldll'r~ m' othel'mha,bitant'S of whatever conlhtlOn they may be 
choo,e to return to POI tugal, they :;hall bell and llispo~l' of all theil' 
estate, ,uHl effects, and be then tl'ansportec1 to Portugal for wllich 
pUl1)O~(j til, Kmg of Gre~t Britain shall aftord them RlllpS whenever 
tlwy 1Il.,y a~k fOl them, togethe}' with such tmin of arttllel y anll 
cannon U~ m,iY without detrIment be spared from tho FOlt of 
T\)nglC'l\ ~ 

4 A" "oon ,1» the ~ity of Tangwr with its fort., a.nd tcrritOlic::. 
sh'lll (lU pur~uance of tlus Treaty and tIle elate of it" transfer an(1 
,tb~olute domilllon to the King of G leat BritalU) have been etfectuaJly 
cle!t\"crefl for the use anJ possesblon of the said King of Great 
Hlltain, the fleet lihall return to Lisbon nml there the Lally 
II1C,mta ~h,tll he lccei\"e,l on board the ftdg'lhip with <;uch token" 
of JOY !lllllllhtmfe"tatlOnb of re<;pect and such OthCI~ formalIties M 
become the Ingh rank and diglllty of her persoll. 

5. 'rhe Kmg of Portugal promises and binds lum>elf by these 
pre~ent" to gl\ e to the KmO" of England as a dowry with the SI\id 
LaJy Infanta two million! of crowns or Portuguese erllsucws, of 
which one-half shall be laden on boaI'll of the saId fleet 1Jefore the 
PIlllC'J~~ Jler~elf, and the saId half or so large a portIOn of it as may 
comht of money shall fOlthwith be deliveren (to be carried hftel':' 
wards to a"C'ollnt) to such pClsons as the King of Great Britain 
blwll depnte to leceivu the same in his name and for his proper use: 
But such pOI tlOn of the above half, &0 embarked on boar<{ of tho 
fis<C!t as ~ball con~l~t of jewel:, wgar and other merchandi~e, &hall 
not be earned to the accouut. of the King of Great Britain, but sllaa 
lJe imported into the river Thames, to be delivered to thobe persons 
whom the Kin!:\, of Portugal shall authorize to receive. And these 
persons ~hall be obliged, and the King' of Portugal doth covenant 
and Lind himself for the payment, that these persons shall really 
and truly make within two months aftel' that part shall have been 
delivered to them, effectually accounting and paying the satd KinO" 
of Great Britain the full and entire value of the sallle in English 
mOllCY a" aglccd upon. In regard to the other half of the dowry 

l:haptcl' I 
HMory 

Marllagc Tlcnty, 
:!31,1 June 16bl 
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am~nting to one million of Portuguese 'crusados, th() King of 
• Portugal.,obliges himself to pay within the space of one year from 
the time of the Prince'ls' arrival in Englan<l, that is to say, in two 
instalments, the one withlJf six months next following aI\,d the other 
within the term'pf the Bald year, both payments to be made in the 
city of ~ol1don out of the produce-of the jewelR and other mer
chandise to be transported all board the shIps of the said King of 
Great .Britain as aforesaid, and such portion of thi~ half as shall 
consist hereof shall be imported into England and delitvered to those 
persons whom the Ring of Portugal shall depute to receive, and 
these persons shall be obliged as above mentioned to account £01' 

and pay to the King of England the full and entire value ther~of 
in English money. 

6. From the time that the Most Serene Infanta shall }lave been 
received on board the Royal Fleet the said Lady together with all 
her retinue shall be transported to England at the expense and 
charges of the Most Serene Lord the King of Great Britain who, as 
Roon as he shall be apprii:\ed of this most desirable news of Her 
Majesty's arrival in Eng&nd, shall hasten with all possible expedi-, 
tion to receive her, and her reception shall be attended with all those 
marks and demonstrations of affection corresponding to the dignity 
of so great a personage and His Majesty's wish. And at this time the 
instru,ment of marriage shall be pubtlCly recited to which both the 
Lord King and Lady Infanta thall personally give their assent, and 
every thing else that can be plude for the greater solemnization and 
completion of the above, shall be done in such a manner as to answer 
the wish and expectation of the most Serene King of Portugal. 

7. It is also covenanted that tho Most Serene Queen of Great. 
Britain and her family (or hel' household) shall be permitted the 
free exercise of the Roman Catholic religion. For this purpose in all 
the palaces or r<1yal houses in which it may please Her Majesty at 
any time to reside, she shall have a chapel or other place particularly 
destined for such URe (and this at all events) in the same manner 
as it was formerly allowed the Queen Dowager and shall have WIth 
her that number of chaplains and ecclesiastics the said Queen had, 
with t~e same privileges and iml11unities, ,Besides thi.s the King of 
Great Britain promises that he shall neither offer his espoused a.ny 
Illolesta:tion ill matters of religion and conscience, nor suffer any 
person \,.hatever to do so. ' 

8. That tho King of Great Britain shall, within the space of 
one year after the Queen's arrival in England, assign and secure 
to her, as a nuptial gift and jointure, thirty thousand pound:;. a 
y~r of English money, as also a palace or a. royal house at least 
,vherein Her Majesty may reside and dwell, which shall be fitted 
out and furnished in a manner suitable to h('r dignity, and of which 
she shall have Jihe use during her life in case she should survive hcl' 
l'oyal consort. ' 

9. That Hel' Majesty's family 01' household 6hall be ordered and 
settled froUl the time of her arrival in Engla.nd, and shall be composed 
of such number of officers and domestics as become her dignity and 
in the Sallle lnanner as the Queen Dowager had. ' 



ERRATA. 

P"l(e 87, note I, for No delatl. read Such detmUJ as. 
Page 87, nooo I, after 1 eferred to reall are Illven below at pag.e ~7. 
Page 146, hne 17, for pel/laps Mohopdau above Pan.,l road MohopanU, or tI" lr,.lls 

Channel and see details below at page 439. 
Pag~ 227, Ime 17, for KMlbllao read KMrb«o. 
Page 280, note 4, for Feb., read Sept. 
Fage 280, note 5, after 1751 rea'! • 97. 
Page 2:'1, lUle I, for French War (17# to 1809) road French Wal' (17M) to 1305. 
Psge 286, In 'he margin, for 117" '!ead 171,7. " 
fage 337. agamst Bombay Coolle., Imdor Batty, for 58-8 read 65-S. 
Page 439, note 5.a. In aBsertUlg the absence of conncctlOI\ between Butcher's 1.1,1>111 

and watermc\ons anether paasage in Fryer's New Aocount WaS ovcrlook,J. At 
page 76 Fryer saya'l'he Putachoes, a garden of melons, wele thele not ",tlJ ratA 
that hineler theIr growth.' ThiS reduces the .plObablhty that the 8\\ggcsto<\ 
U\61\D1og.maklog ougm of Pubchoes ff<lM BluU'ohe 18 correct. • 
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10 If Her Majesty should sUl'vive the King of ITteat Britain, 
and be inclmed to return to Portugal 01' to go to any other coulitly" 
she shall be Itt hberty io do s~ and to ca1'1'y WIth her all !'tel' jewels 
effects au'; moveables. The Kmg of Gteat Bntau; at the same time 
lHnd" hi~ l1en's and successors by these presents to pronde for the 
S/l,me and honourable transportation of Her Majesty ill J}- lllanner 
1 '~collliu~ her royal chru.'u,cter and at their own ell.pen;,e anll 
c)lluges. He mOleover bmds his said heirs and succes50rs.to the 
annual parlll"nt of the aboye mentioned sum of thil ty thoul>al1d 
pound~ to the said Queen in the same manner RS If she had 
remained ill England. 

11. That for the better improvement of the Englibh interest anll 
commerce III the East Inches, and that the King of Gleat Britam 
may be better enabled to aid, assist, defend and protect tIle subJect8 
of the Kmg of Portugal in those parts from the power and-invasion 
of the St,lt~>05 of the Ulllted Provinces, the Kmg of Portugal with 
the assent and advice of his CounCIl gives, transfers, and by these 
plesents grants and confirms unto the King of Great Brital)), his 
hell'S an,1 successors for ever, the Port antl. Island of Bombay in the 
East Inlhes WIth all the rights, profits, terutorlCS and appurtenances 
what~oevel' thereunto belonging, and together with all income and 
revenue, as also the direct anq absolute Dominion and SovereIgnty 
of the sald Port and Island of Bom~y and premises, with all theIr 
royalties, freely, fully, entirely, and absolutely He also covenants 
and glant~ that qUIet aUtI. peaceable.possession of the same shall, 
WIth all convement speed, be freely and effectually gIven and deli
vered to the Kiug of Great Bntam (or to the persons whom the 
~al\1 King of Great Britam shall depute for thiS pUl'po~e) for his own 
u~l'. In pursuance of their cession the inhabItants of the SaId il>lallll 
(as suJ)Je(·t, of the Klllg of Great Bl'ltam, and under his Commands, 
ClOwn, JunsdictlOn, and Government) shall reIflain therem and 
enjoy the free exerci~e of the Roman Catholic religIOn in the same 
ma.nuer as they now do: This must bc understood as it il:l now 
declared once -for all that the same regulation respecting it shall 
1~ 0 Lscrved for the exerc«se and preservution of the Roman Catholic 
religIOn in the City of Tangier, and In all other places ~lich by 
the Kmg of Portugal shall be granted and delivered to the KinO' of 
Great Bntam, in the same manner as were covenanted alld sti'flu
lated in the (lelivery of Dunkirk to the Enghsh gentle~en. And 
when tLe King of Great Britain shall send Ius fieet.to take posses
'lion of the port and island of Bombay, the English shall carr! 
inhtruction'l to treat the subjects of the King of Portugal in the 
East Indies in the most flienclly manner, and to help, assi5t", and 
protect them in their trade and navIgati9n there. 

12. In or,ler that the ~u~Jects of the King of Great Britain may 
enjoy more ample lienefits from their tratle and cOJnmel'ce throu..,.h
out the Klllg of Portugal's dominions, it is covenanted and granted 
that over and above the grants madc to them by tho former'l'l'eaties 
the mel chants and factors shall, uy virtue of this Treaty, have 
liberty of re&iding in all places where they Rhall jud({o propel'. 
Particularly they shall dwell and enjoy the ~ame pdvlleges and 

Chapter J. 
I -

.History 
Mnmagc'i'lcat,), 
23rd Juno 1601.1 
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immunities rfar as they shalll'elate to trade, as the Portugue .. e 
,theraselves in the cities and towns of Goa Cochin' and Diu; provid. 
cd that trte subjects of the King of G,'eat Britain resident in any of 
the abovementioned places "tlhall not exceed the num'Ler of four 
families in anyone of them, . • . . 

13. Th~ s,ubjects of the King of Great Britain shall enjoy the 
same privilegetl, liberties, and immunities in the city of Bahia dc 
Todas 80S Santos (or St. Salv,adOl'e's Bay), Penambuco and Rio 
J/Lneiro in the Province of Brazllrand throughout all tke dominions 
of the King of Portugal in the West Indies ., 

14. If, however, the King of Great Britltin 01' his subjects &hould 
at any time hereafter recover from the States General of the United 
N ethel'lands or from any others, any towns castles or territories 
that may have belonged heretofore to the Clown of Portugal, tlie 
King of Portugal, with the assent ap.d advice of his Council, grants 
the supreme sovel'eignty and the full entire and absolute dominion 
of the same and of every of them whatsoever to the said King of 

'Great Britll.in, his heirs and successors for ever, freely entirely and 
absolutely (cxceptmg Mask\t which is 110W inhabited by the Arabs). 
And if ever the island of Zeila (commonly called Zeilam) should in 
any manner whatevcr come into the posses5ion of the King of 
Portugal, he binds and obliges himselJ by this Treaty to cede and 
transfer to the King of Great J3ritam the town and port of Galla 
with a full and absolute dominion over it and cause mo::;t effectually 
the possession of tlie said town Itnd port with all its appurtenances to 
be given I1nd delivered to the said King of Great BrItain, the afore
said King of Portugal reserving however to himself the town and port 
of Columbo, but the common trade shall nevertheless be equally 
divided between the EnglIsh and Portuguese. In the like Dlanner If 
ever the said iF.iland should come into the power oIthe King of Great 
Britain he is bouna effectually to restore and sUl'render the dominion 
and possession of the town and port of Columbo to the King of 
Portugal, the trade of cinuamon being in the manner afo1'esa1,1 
equally divided betwcen the English and Portuguese. 

15, In" consideration of all which coflcessions anrl privileges 
contributing &0 manifestly to the utility and benefit of the King of 
Great Britain and his subjects in general; And because those placcs 
of 80 mueh value and consequence which are to be made (}ver to the 
King of GiCl1t Britain and his heirs, must add so considerably to.hib 
dominions, as ",ell as on account of the dowry itself so greatly. 
exceeding any ever given with an- Infanta of Portugal beforc, tho
King of Great Britain promises and declares, with the assent and 
advi~ of his Councll, that he will pay the sincere"t regard to the 
interest and welf!11e of POl~tugal and of all his dominions, and that 
he will with his utmORt power take upon him the defence of it both 
by land r.nd by sea as if it were England itself; and to this end will 
at his expense transport thither two Regiments of Horse of five 
hundred men each and tWQ Regiments of Foot each consistinO' of 
one thousand, who shall' be aU armed and equipped at'" the 
expense of the King of Great Britain, After their arrival in 
Portugal they shall enter into the pay of the King of fOl:tugal, and 
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if the said l'('oilUellts shoulll be dllnini"hcd either by los~ in l)1lttle 
or .1>y other I~eans, the King of England shall supply sucl\ deficlCllcy 
of number at his own ~ost, l1f the meantllue he shall cause the saill 
Reo-i11leut~ ot Horse and Foot to be tl:n~ported as soon a" the Lady 
In£'mta shall all"lve III Englanu III case tho King "f Portugal should 
then reqmre it. • 

16 Thl' Kino- of Great Britain further promises, with the coment 
find ddlhelfltlO~ of hIS Council, that on the pebtlOn of the ~tlid Kmg 
of POl-tug,,1 \vhencver and so often a~ Portugal shall be ill\'aded, 
he ~hflll 'l'llLl thIther ten good ships of war Ilnd " henevcl" or bO often 
as it ~ltall be infesteu with pirates, he shall then despatch three odour 
All the~c slnps shall 1e sufficiently manned uuu furnished with 
pro\ 1,1('1" for Clght months to be computed from the tillw they shall 
set s,111 h Olll Englunu find .,hall obey the cOllulU,nels and directions -
of thc Kmg of POI tugal; And l~ necessary that they ~hould conti Rue 
thCl'c]ollger than SIX months, the King of POltugal shall supply them 
WIth the provi;,lOns for the time they remain and for onc month 
more on thcir llepnrtl1l"o for England S)lOuld the King of Portug,tl 
lie d:U1Q,l'IOusly attacked aud closely pre~sed hy lu~ enemIes, all the 
King of On'at Bl'ltain's ship., at that time in the MedIterranean Seas 
or III the POI t of Tangim· "hall have orders In such cases to repair 
to the as~i,tan('e and defencC<, of the King of Portugal, and to act 
accor,ling to his instructions. AIJ,d in consideration of the abovc
mellCroned grants and concessions on the part of the King of Portu
gal, the Kmg of Great Eritam his heirs and successors shall at no 
tllllC IC(IUlre any compensation for such assi"tance. 

17 That besides the ,right of making people (or recruits) which 
the King of Podugal has by the former Tleaty, the King of Great 
Elltalll does by thls present Treaty oblige and bind himself in case 
the Port of Lisbon or any other maritime place be besieged or shut 
by the Spaniards or by any other cnemy, to furniSh proper assistance 
both ill Slups and Troops according as the circumstance of affairs 
and ;;,ituatjon of the King of Portugal shall appear to require. 

18. The Lord King of Great Britain, with the consent and 
delIberatlOn of his CountIl, enga,ges and promises never to ~nter into 
any Tleaty with Spam which may m thc leabt preclude him either 
directly 01· indirectly from sending full and bufficicllt succours to 
Portugal for Its necessary defence and never to restore Dutkirk-and 
JallllllCit to the King of Spain, nor ever to neglect emptoying any 
Ille.:tn~ that may be requiSite for the safety of Portugal notwith
standmg he should thereby be compelled to go to war WIth the King 
of Spam, 

19 It is likewise further covenanted and agreed by the -KinO" 
of Great Britam that the said Princess of PortuO'al, in consider~ 
ation of the dowry given with her by the King of Portugal, shall 
renounce all her rights of both her j>aternal and maeernal inheritance 
and of all other things which may become due to her, such as lands 
houses and other things, moveables jewels and money, which 
by any right should belong to her. Also all other things which 
henccforth shall or may belong to her (excepting what shall here. 
after be excepted) o.nd wbich might either have been bequeathcu 
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to li,er by the late King her father, or have devolved to her upon 
his deattJ.aecording to the Laws of Portugal under the title of 
dowry, or which might descend to Mr on tae deceaRe ofthe Queen 
her mother, according to -the same laws. It being llllderstoou 
that the said l'rincess does in 110 way renounce nor did sho 
mean or ~tenJ to renounce any right, inheritance, title, clailU or 
intorest which she herself or any of her hoirs or descendants may ha \'e 
in or t.o the crown or kingdom of Portugal or any of lts dominionR 
in whatsoever manner such rights now do or may heJreafter apper
tain to her or to them. But all and singular these rights to the said 
kino'dom and crown which may in anywise devolve to her in 
fut~re she wholly and expressly reserves to herself her heirs and 
descendants and retains and means to retain them entirely and 
effectually both at presert and always in perpetuity ~ 

20~ Finally it was covenanted agreed and concluded that the said 
Most Serene Kings should since;t'ely and faithfully obsEjrve all and 
5ingular the. artIcles contained 'in and settled in this Treaty. 
and cau~e thelU to be observed by the subjects and inhabitants of 
thelrrespective kingdom~. Neither shall they themselves dIrectly 
or indirectly infringe them, nor suffer them to be infringed by 
the subjects and inhabitants of their respective kingdoms And all 
and smgular the articles above stipUlated they shall ratify and 
confirm by their letters signe~ under their hands and sealed with 
their great seals, and shall ratIfy and confirm in proper and due 
form as aforesaid, and they »hall faithfully truly and effectually 
deliver or cause them interchangeably to be delivered within three 
months from the date of these presents. . 

In testimony and faith of all matters above related, I, Francisco 
de Mello, Earl of Ponte, Ambassador Extraordinary for HiE! Serene 
Majesty the Kiuf; of Portugal, having to this effect full powers, have 
signed and sealed the present Treaty with my hand and seal. 
Given at the palace of Whitehall, the 23rd June of the year of oUl~ 
Lord one thousand six hundred and sixty-one. 

$ecret A1·ticle.-Besides every thing and each of them cove
nanted,and agreed upon in the Man'iag~ Treaty between the Most 
Serene and Potent Prince Charles II. King of Great Britain, 
and the Most Serene Dona Catharina Infanta of Portugal, it is 
further· concluded and covenanted by this Secret Article that the 
said Kin/! of Great Britain shall do the most he can and shall apply 
all his force and powers to the end of making a firm and per
manent peace between the Most Serene King of Portugal and the 
States Genemlof the United Provinces of the Netherlands includ
ing .. the said King of Portugal in that confederation which shall be 
made with the said States. And in case of the sain States refusing to 
adhere to those conditions whieh shall be deemed just, sure, and 
honourable one:. to the said King of Portugal, then the said KinO' of 
Great Britain, when he shall send his fleet to take possession ol'the 
island of Bombay, shall also send such force which shall go well 
fu,rnished of all the necessaries as well as of instructions to defend 
aid and assist all the Portuguese country in the East Indies. And if 
so should happen that the said States General of the United !ll'ovinces 
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or their subjects, within 01' after the time in which t.he Kin~~o.~ , , ... .mt6pter 1. 
Britain shall offer his mediation to the said States in orde~ to bl'lfig Ristory. 
on a peace between -them lnd the King of Portugal, accept 

r d 1 h 1 Matu,ega Trea.ty. tbe metllat.on wInch ma.y or shall be propose to hem, sue paces 23rd June Ill61. 
or tel fltorie;. as they may have Ol'/lli shall henc~forih be taken from 
the KinO' of Portugal, the smd King of England shall most ei'ectually 
inslst upon all and each of these places and t{lrritones being restol'-
ed to tIle Kmg of POI'tugal. employmg for thlS purpose the gpea~est 
!Llld sufficient-force of hiS m order to procure the said restoratIOn, 
ancl for all the !lSSifitance and succours which shall for the above-
mentlOlled pUt'pose be given to the King of POltugal the King of 
r"ngland shall not ask for any satu,factlOD or compensation. 

It is covenanted and concluded that the above article and every
thing thmein contained and stipUlated shall be sealed by the said 
Lords the King of one and tlie other part. with the great seal, -and 
that it shall be confirmed and ratified in the most authenticated' 
form and WIthin three months the same shall be duly and recipro-
cally exchanged. _ 

In faith and testimony whereof I, Francisco de Mello, Earl of 
Ponte, Ambassador Extraordinary of the King of Portugal, have, by 
virbue of the force ana vigour of the said Commission, with my own 
hand hlgDed and sealed this Secret Article ,,'ith my seal. Given at the 
Palace of WhItehall, the 23rd June irl'the year of our Lord 1661 1 

In pursuance of this treaty the King ~f Portugal, on the 9th April 
1602, Jbsued the following orders to Autolll? de Mello e Castro, 
V ICe roy of Goa . 

I, King, send you gt·eeting. By the article of the contract which 
has been agreed on With the Kil!g of England, my good brother ami 
COUSlD, conccrning the dowry portion of the Queen his wife, my most 
beloved and e,steemed sister, which you willreceive·with this letter, 
you will und\lrstand wbyand how the port and country of Bombay 
relates to hIm, and the obligation I am under for directing the same 
to be deIn'ered over to bun. Immediately as you arrive at the 
States of India you will a¥: for the credentials from the King by 
whICh you Will understand the person to whom pm:,session ~ould 
be gIven and make delivery. You will accOldingly cause the 
'Same to be made in the manner and form, of that capitu.latiolll) 
observing the same yourself and causing the whole a.nd ev~ry part 
thereof to be dilly observed, and direct that the ,,;hole may be 
committed to writmg 'Ilpry clearly aud distinctly so as at aU time 
to appear the whole that may pass in this affair. You will further 
send the same to me by dIfferent conveyances in order to settle a.1Id 
adJust the acqUIttance of the dowry promised to the King, and by 
the other articles of that treaty it will be present to you, the Union 

J To the Re.cord copy of this TI:eaty the following note is a~ed : This Treaty 
was entered f,'om the book that has for lte tItle Proofs of the Gonealogioal HistolY 
of the Portuguese House, Book 1. fobo 827, .. true copy agreeable to tlie origlDal.
(!ltgned) Seha.etl8.0 J OIIeph Ferreira Baraoho. ThIS Treaty il conformable to tho 
authentICated copy of the above Book 2nd of the Treaty of Peace, a.nd ao I atteat.-.. 
AntonIO LUI. RIbeiro wrote this at Goa the 13th September 17114.-(lliglled~Sebll&. 
t .... o ,Jo.eph FerreIra Barauho, Secreta.ry. 

81185-2 
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we celebrated, and the obligation the King has to afford me succour 
in all ViY urgencies and necessity I may have. In any necessIty 
you may find it convenient to app!)' to too English you will do flO, 

and at the same time you twill assist them in the same V{I1Y. WIitten 
at Lisbon, the ath April 1662.1 ' ~ 

The 'King's fleet arrived at Bombay on the 18th September 1662 
and demanded the cession of the island and of its dependencies eon
formttbly to the Treaty between the H:ing and the Crown of Por
tugal. 'rhe Portuguese Govel'nor of Bombay cvadeU the cession of 
the island. And the Viceroy who had come out"in the }<Jnglish fleet 
refm.ed to interpose his authority tIll he should proceed to Goa and 
receiw'instrllctions from the Portuguese Viceroy of the Indies. It 
now appeared that the English Admiral had interpreted the terms 
of the treaty to signIfy Bombay and its dependencies or the islands 
of Thana and S61sette, and that the Portuguese Viceroy interpret
ed the Treaty to signify the cession of the island of Bombay only, 
not the cession of the dependencies. situated between BOlI!.bay and 
Bassein, because that would lay open the prinCIpal Portuguese sta
tion to the Englis4,at Bo~bay.2 'rhe Earl of Marlborough demanded 
in the first instance the cession of Bombay which was admltteu td 
be-withm the terms of the treaty. This was objected to by the 
Portuguese Governor, on the pret~xt that Sir Abraham tlhipman, 
the Commander of the Engli.i.h troops, had not arrh'ed. He there
fore refused to allow the troops to be landed, though the Ea') 1 
of Marlborough pleaded the.!ength of the vOYfI-ge, and the number 'of 
men which were ~aily dying from want of refleshment. 8 On his 
arrival a few weeks ~ater (October ,1662), SIr Abraham Shipman 
produced his full powers and demanded from Dom Antonio de ~fello 
e Castro that the cession should be made agreeably to the treaty. 
To this tho Portuguese Viceroy objected alleging that the form of 
the Letters or Patent of the Kmg did not coincide with the usages 
observed in Portugal in Ilke cases. - He offered to retain the island 
for the King of England till sufficient authority should be obtained 
from Lisbon and from Engl/Uld empowering him to make the cesSIOn. 
Under these embarrassments, the ,Ealii of Marlborough and Slr 
Abrarfam Shipman applIed to SIr George Oxinden to solicit per
missIOll for them to land the troops at Sm at. But the Presiden t 
Jepresrented that such an application would glve offence to tbe Moghal 
Governgr, who, if it should be attempted, might probably s€'ize the 
Company's iilvestment and expel their servants from, that fort.' 
The only place open to)the British troops was the umnhabited 
island of Anjidiv south of Goa. Here the 500 troops were landed and 
in.the eighteen following months, during whICh Bombay remained 

1 Bombay Government Secret and PolItIcal Diary 63 of 1796, 1749· i'i50. This 18 
marked True copy.-(I,hgned) LUIS Monteno do. Costa. 

• Co.ptalD BroWll, of the Dunktrk to SIr George Oxwden, Bombay, 20th Septemoor 
1662; and Mr. Aungler _ to SIr George Oxmden, Bombay, 26th SeptelJlber 1662. 
Bruce's Annals of the East IndIa COll1po.ny (1810) II. 126. 

• The Ea.rl of Marlborough to SIr George OXIn'den, 6th October 1662. Bruce, II. 
126-127. . ' 

4 The Presidency of Su~a.t to the Ead of Marlborough, 8th October 1662 I The 
1'larl of Mallborough to t:hr George Oxinden 18th October 1662' Dam AntonIO de 
Mello e Castro to !,'it Abraha.m ShIpman, 16th October 1662. Bl'u'ce, II. J27. 
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closed to the English, 300 died. Of their lenders "'m'e n1l'r ~f 
Marlbol'ough returned to England with the ~eet aUlI Sir Abraham 
Slupman died at Anjidiv.in Se~ember 1665.1 • 

Rt'galdmg- the actlOn of the Portugiles& Pepys' Dill>ry (15th.l\Iay 
1003) ha~ the following entry: ' • 

The Portuguese have choused us in the isla.nd of Bomba), in the 
East Indies; for after a great charge of our fleets being sent thither 
with full commission from 'the King of Portugal to receiv-e it, 
the Governor b~r some pretence or other will not deliver it to Sir 
Abraham Shipman,..sent from the Kmg, nor to ,my Lord of Marl
borough,2 which the King takes highly ill; and I fear our Queen 
will fare the worse for it '1'he Dutch decayth~re exceetimgly, 
it being beheved that theIr people will revo.lt from them there, 
a.nd they be forced to give up their trade. I did iniorm myself 
well III thmgs relating to the East Indies, both of t.he country and 
the disappointment the King met with the 'last voyage, by the 
knaveI'J of the Portugal Viceroy, and the inconsiderableness of the 

, place of Bombaitn, If we had had it 3 But, above all things, it seems 
strange to me that matters shuuld not be~nderstood before they 
went out. And also that such a thing as this, which wag expected 

. to be one of the best parts of the Queen's pOl troll, should not be bette!' 
understood, it bemg, If we had it, hut a poor pld.ce and not really 
so as was descni>ed to {lUI' Kin!t m thJ( draugh.t of it, but a. poor 
little island, whereas they made the Kmg and Lord Chancellor and 
other learned men aboltt the Kmg believ~ that tha.t and other isla.nds 
wl.lCh are nCdi It were all one pIece; and so the draught was drawlll 
ILnu presented to the Kmg, and beheved by the King; 8011>(1 expect~(l 
to pruve so when our men comethither , but it IS qlllte otherwise 41-

III >1;.{reement with P.,:pys' entry in May 1663 the Surat Counci! 
wrote to Fort St. George' A.lthough little Europe news IS come to 
0111' ear., f>ince thc ~ll1ps left England, we are very w~lillg to impart 
It to you. It is thIS. Our letters of the 30th November (1663) 
,vere arnved in England 11l May (1663). The KIng was very much 
troll LIed at the actions of the Viceroy of Goa., an\l was resolved 
to have iull satIsfaction fro~ the Crown of Po-rtuga!. 5 

1 H,ston., .. I Account of'Bo';'bay. 1781. 3-1i. 
'JarncliLey, thtrd Ed,l of Marlborough, killed in the gteat sea-fight \\\tth theo 

DutLh, 16bS. ~Ir O. Blrdwood's Report on the Old Reoords !lfthe IndIa Omce (1891). 
S-I • • 

3" HUDlhay or Bombalm ". It i. called by old writers has been nafJurally supposecf 
by Europeans to del'lvate Its name from the Portuguese, and to have denoted an. 
advantage of Ita geographloal tfosltlOn. But Briggs (Fetlshta, Volume IV. Chapter 
4) decla.res, WItbout however glvmg hlS authority, that in anCient da.ys part of tin! 
island was- called M.thlm and part' Mumbaye "from an ,dol.." Anderson'8 Engb.h 
In Western lndu. (1854), 56.51 •• Quotmg the autbority of a paper by R. X. Murphy 
EsqUire, m the trausactlon8 of the Bombay GeographlOal Soolety, Volume I •• 
Anderson adds; " a.nd certa.mly an old "temple, dedicated to M 11mb .. DeYl or tbe 
godde •• Mumba, formerly .tood on the ]!lot now called the ESI'Ia.uade. About. 
ceutury ago It waA taken down and rebllllt at some dnttanca front Its former aite,-
Tho vla~e where it now ,tands 18 well known" Anderson (1854) 51. • 

• The Chandos Cl .... IC EditIOn of the DULl y of Barnuel Pepys Esquire, F.R.B., 
p,,}es 155 .. nd 176, and Blrdwood's Report on Records (1891), 64. 

lSur .. t Uoveroment (Messrs. Oxmden, Goodier, Gary, and Aungit.'r) to rort 
St, George, Burnt, 16th February 1663·64, Surnt Fact!)r), Olltwarll Le~ter BOllk, 
No, 1 (Jf 1630.1673, liZ; Forrest's Home Series •• ! .• ~ . ' 
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On the nrth August 1663 in consequence of the remonstrances 
ot-the EnglIsh .court the King of Portugal issued the following 
orders to Antonio de Mello e Castrt, ViceWY of Goa: 

J, King, senu you greettng. By the way of England.intelligeuce 
reAched me thai in the States of India doubts aro&e with respect to 
the de1i~ery of the town of Bombay to the order of th!'l Kmg of 
Great Britain, my goou brother and cousin, in conformity of mine 
which YOll carrie(l WIth you. At this I was greatly sllrprised and 
am very sorry, because besides the reasons of convliluience of this 
Crown and more especially of the State ,of Ifldia which made it 
necessary for me to take that resolution, r wish much to give the 
King of England my brother every satisfact.ion. For these awl 
other considerations of the same idency, as well a's because the king 
llly brother must have sent f.·csh orders removing every doubt 
therc might have originated from those he sent first, I therefore 
dIrect and order that you do, in compliance of thos,il orders of mine 
which you cFLrried with you, Cd.use to execute. the said delivery WIth 
every punctuality, and WIthout the least contradiction, as the ,matter 
does not admit of any!4 and th(' delay is very prejudicial. By 
complying therewith as I expect fropl you-I will consider myscl( 
well served by you. 1£ you meet with any impediment from any, 
person you will order to proceed against him publicly as the case 
may require. Written at Li.,boD, t1J.e 16th August 1663,1 

ShOI tly afterwards (23rd November 1663), to remove any doub~ 
as to the person to whom .Bombay should be 'handed, King Charles 
isslled the followiDIol Cbmmi!j'>lOn in favour of Sn: Abraham Shipman: 

Charles by the Grace of God J{ing of Great Britain France amI 
Ireland, Defender ofthe Faitb,-To all-to whom these presents shall 
~ome and to each of them in paTticular we send greeting. In the 
manner that it. WM settled concluded and treated between us amI 
the Most Rm:ene King tIle Prince Dom .Affonso, by the same Grace 
King of Portugal, brother relation ana most dear and belove. I 
friend, the said sovereign or,.Portugal gaye, transferred, grante<l 
and confirmed unto us our heirs and successors for ever tIle 
port fnd island of Boml)ay in the E~st Indies with all its rlght'J 
utilitIes appendages and territories whatsoever, and having more •. 
over settled and concluded In the said treaty that the port and 

"isIancP aforesaid should be peaceably and quietly delivered unt!} 
us, 01' 1:.. the persons deputed by us for this purpose, that we may 
bave free us!;! of one and the other: Be it therefore known that 
confitling in the prudence and integrity of the faithful Abraham 
Shipman, our beloved subject, Knight of the Golden EnSIgn and 
Gentleman of our Privy Council, have made, ordained, and de
puted and do by these presents make, ordain, con'ltitute and appoint 
our true -and indubitable Commissary Deputy and Attorney to 
take posilessio,p of the ~aid pOl'tJtnd island of Bombay, gIving and 
granting unto the said Abraham ShIpman our true and la-wful 
powers and authority to receive in our name and for our URe the said 

1 Bom Gov. Secret and PohtlCaJ DIary 5:~ of li96, 1750·1751. The entry 15 IDllrke(\ 
a true C0l'y.-LUls Monteiro da Costa. " ' 
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pOtt and island of Bombay, together with the fOltl~ and other 
thmgs belonging to u~ by the contract. And for the bettel execu'1,10n 
of the sai(j concess10101 or glj!1llt made us, we lllwc iIi' witne~s' 
wh€'rl'of and by these presents set our llanrl and caused our seals 
to he affixed. GII'en In our PaJace of WhItehall, the 231 d day of the 
month of November 1603, the fifteenth year of oufreign-(Slgned) 
('11<1r1e8 R 1 ~ 

On receIpt of this CommIssion on the 5th April 1664 SIr AQ,l'aham 
Slllpman I~Sl1efl the following orders' I, Sir Abraham ShIpman of 
His Moje~ty's PrIVy CounCIl, Governor of all the Forces of Jh~ 
Blltanmc .Jlo-jesty In the i:"land of Bombay in the East Indies, do 
hy \ IrtUl' of the CommIssion given me by HIS Majesty of Great 
Brltalll uu(ier the ~eal dependent of England comtitute and ordmn 
Humphrey Cooke 11S Viee-Govelllor and in hi!o absence EnSIgn John 
Torne commandmg a regiment of soldiers at present qUI1l tel ed 011 
the Island of AnJidlv till !ouch a time as other ordels come frpm 
Englaud I therefore direct all the Captallls, Enslgn~. SerJcants, 
anrl all lhe rest 'of the officers and solJiers of the sa,ld regiment 

'"hall obey the orders of the said Hunnphrey Cooke and ill his 
ab&enee those of Ensign Jobn Torne. Wl'ltten at Anpthv, the 5th 
April 166-10 - (Signed) Abraham Shipman Signed sealed and 
deln cre(] m presence of us - (Signed) John :FoldevIY, (Signed) 
'j'homas Puce, (Signed) RogefMorw\n, (Signed) Henry Andelson. 

In 1'01 ember 1664 It copy of Mr Cooke's COllJmi'lslOn was 
t'orwal'ded to Goa ·wlth the followililg enuOlsement We who~e 
names ale hereunder written do certify tllat tbe above writmg WIth 
th!' SIgnatures IS a true copy of the orlgmal which remamsmcharge 
of the said Vice-Governor Humphrey Coohe. 'Vdttcn at An.JIllIv, 
the lith October 1664.-(Slgned) John Stevells, Vale!lh'r Farred, 
Walter Golopher, John BirJl, William Lincoln, Thomas Fally. To 
thi~ 1& added I, Joao GrelJ'ono of the Company 01' Jesus, do certify 
in \ erbo sacerdotIs that thl~ 18 a true translation conformahle to the 
ol'lgmal. ThisMh day of Novembet'-16114-(Slgut-d) Joao Glegnrio. 
1, Antomo GabrIel Preto, SenIOr Olerk of the Civil Court and of 
J m,tificatlOns of the Stat. of Goa, do hereby attest that the cel tl
:licate of the above tlanslatlOll, and signature atte&ting the Mme, is 
the hanrlwrlting and signature of Padre Joao Gregorio of the 
Company of Jesus. Goa,6th November 1664.-(Signcd)..Anto1J1O 
Galmd l'rpLo.2 

• It appears that after Sir Abraham Shipman's death at Anjidiv 
m September 1664, Mr. Humphrey Cooke pressed the portuguese 
authorities to hasten the transfer of Bombay Delays were caused 
the Goa Authonties refusing for a time to admit that Humphrey.and 
Inofre were the same name. When this doubt had been removed, 
on the 26th December 1664, the VIceroy of Goa Antonio de Mello 8 

Castro drew up the following statement of the cas~ : 

1 ~6cret and PolitICal Diary 53 of 1796,1756 -1757. 
2 Secret and Pohtlcal Diary 53 of 1796, 1758 ·1759, 
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14 BOMBAY TOW~ 

To give 1"'t'fses~ion and to make delivery of the said i&land of 
BoPnbayand its port to the Most Serene King of' Great Bntalll 
Chat;les "II. the King our Mast~r Do~ Atl'onso VI. baving 
promised It to huo In dowry on the marriage of tl1e Mo&t Serene 
Sinhora Infanta of Portugal Dona Catharina de G{ismao, his 
mosb beloved arl'd esteemed His tar, now Queen of Great Brltam, 
and for \>ther reasons contained in the capitulations made by 
and between the two Crowns, or to the person who should be vested 
wIth powers and authority from the Most Serene ~ng of Great 
BritaIn to receIve charge of the. said port and ~land of Bomhay 
for and in ~lis behalf and ill hIS name, Governor Humphrey 
Cooke being present, stated he was the person who had powers 
an!l authorIty from the Most Serene Kmg {)f Britain, his Master, 
to accept, in hIS name, posseSSIOn and charge of the said island 
of Bombay and its .port, having. EUcceeded in the room of Sir 
Abl'Ml:l.m ShIpman, to whom the said posses3ion and charge 
was to have been gIven and who appolllted an,d nominated him, 
Humphrey Cooke, to succeed him in case of his death. 'rhe 
dIrectIOns of the VlCcroK did not mention the proper name of 
Governor Humphrey -Cooke in order tn give him 'the po~ses'lion 
and cause the delivery of the said islanu and its port. This occa
sIOned some doubts, but the said Governor Inofre' Cooke replied 
thnt he was the same Humphrey nomi1nated in the English language 
by Sir Abraham Shipman, an<f that Euis Mendes de Vasconcellos, 
Overseer of the General E~tates, bcil1g of the iloa CounCIl, knows 
it to be so Upon this It ,Vb.s deterllline~ to give hIm the said 
po:;sesi--ion and make the saId deli very of the said island The 
&ame was also known to the Chancellor who was conslJlted 
on the occm,ion and his opinion was'taken -by the Viceroy of which 
the said Inofre Cooke was 'acquainted having been told so at Goa. 
:F'urther Govelllor Cook\) presented several letters which the said 
Viceroy had w.rittell to lllm upon the subject, addressing him by 
l1is plopel name lnofre Cooke, GO\'elllOr of the island of BOlTluay 
and of the warlike people of HIS l\Iost Herene i\I ajesty Klllg of 
GI eat Brituin; statmg that he hau orders to put him in possession 
of the sajJ island and its port and that 01t that account he had come 
from GJa accompanied by the fleet wllich tlIC said VIceroy sent 
as far as the city..!)! Chaul, the Captain Commanddnt of which was 
hil!t son lhoni~io de Mello e Castro; also that the Most Selene King 
of Portugal admitted of no further delay and ordered the island to 
be delivered wiiIDout the least doubt or delay. This the said Governor 
~umphrey Cooke did accordmgly ask .and demand in behalf and 
III the name of the Most Sere-ne King of Great Britain with three 
let~Elrs from the said Viceroy which remove every doubt there might 
e:ust. The first of these letters dated Panjim 26th December 1664, 
runs as follows I : I did not answer the Governor's first lettt·r 
because I looked upon the execution of what he requested of me to 
be the best and tfte most short answer which I now haye the pleasllre 
to send rejoicing much at his safe arrival at this Bar, and that he 

1 Secret and Pohtlcal Diary 53 of 1796,1759.1761. 
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may have come with henlth is what I wish. A pc'rs~n shall) bo 
appOlnted to-morrow to go and dehwr Bombay. It is also necessary) 
to know by \"hat ve~scL~ the pLtlple are gomg on account of ShivaJI''l 
fleet, \,ecl1u",e if the EnglIsh gentlem<:n h.rve no pE'uce wIth him, steps 
mU',t bl' taken to avoid e\'e1'y dalUlI~e or rIsk as I wIsh to sec the 
UO\ ernor and all other &ubJPct'l of HIS Most Scre~le MaJe~ty Kmg 
(,f Great Dllt,am sMe.-(Slgned) Antolllo de ~Iello e Cnstr6 1 

The scromlletter date,l PJ.njlll1, 4th January 1G65, run,;: Havmg 
gn't'n the nc~ess,1ry order'! to deliver Bombay to your Hononr III 
the maTlW'! ih th~ Klllg my Master's order IS to do, the Heet sailed 
tn CUllV()Y the Emope shIp to a LatItnde and WIll return to-dny, 
Your HOllour may take your depm tnre whene\ er you like, acquaint
lUg me wllethcr you reqUIre any thmg cl'le, liS I am ready to do 
e\'ery thlUg convement or necessary for the service of the Kmg of 
Great Bl'ltain and for your own accommodation. You wIil always 
find me With good WIll. lUay God preServe you.-(Slgned) AntOnIO 
de Mello e Castro.2 

The third letter dated Pllnjlm, 8th Jall\lary 1665, runs. All the 
tle~patches are ready for your Honour to lfepllrt and take posses&JOn 
of Bom bay, and the fleet WIll be paId to-morrow, If it is not aheady 
paid TillS, whICh was the onJy thing wanting to be done, could not 
be etipdetl on account of the d\lath of Francisco de lIIello e Castro, 
of which your Honour mu&t lmve hCt>rd. Mr Hemy Gary carnes 
the memorandum y'onr HOI;emr reqnired of me by whIch your 
Honour wIiI observe lIttle difference ean arIse on the par!; of Qt. 

"I th the Ulmisters that are going WIth you beaause all the artICles 
are confOl mabIe to the treaty of peace and agreement between 
the two ClOwns. Should your Honour require any thlllg else of me, 
you "'Ill find me ready and WIth good will May liod ple~erve 
yom Honour -(SIgned) Antonio de Mello e Castro 3 

The w,tlument of PossesslOn was in the follo~lllg terms. In 
the name of God, Amen. Be It kllown to all to whom thIS pubhc 
IIl&trument of the posse~slOn and delIvery of the port and 
i~land of Bombay shall come That III the year of the Birth oi' 
our LOI d Jesus Chrht, od'e thousand six hundred and sixty-five 
(166.i) on the 18th day of li'ebruary of the sa1(l year, t1~en and 
th€'re bemg III the saId port and island of Bombay, winch IS of the 
juriHltctlOn of Bassein, at the Large Hou&e of the Lady Donr:'ll, Ign~z 
de Mlrallda, WIdow of the deceased Dom Rodrigo de l\loncauto, 
Pre&cnt LUIS Mendes de Vasconcellos of HIB MaJest,}"s Council and 
his Over&eer of the E"tates in general in IndIa, and Doctor Sebastiao 
Alvares Migos, Chancellor of the Court of JustICe at Goa, the Verea
dorcs and other officers of the Chamber of the said CIty of Bassein, 
noblemen mhabitants reSIding therein, the Judge, Lord Mayor 
and Alclermen of the said city, as also one Humphrey Cooke 
(whICh In the Portuguese or ~panish language is the same as 
Inofre Cooke) Governor of the warlIke men of HIS Most Serene 

I Secretand PohtlCal DIary 53 of 17961761. 
• Secret and PolitIcal Diary 53 of 1796, 1762.1763. 
3 Secret and PohtlCal Dlal'Y 53 of 1796, 1762. 

.Chapter I. 
HIstory. 

\1 lCOTOY of Goa. to 
~lt H Cooke, 

16Gii, 

Instrument of 
Dehl'eryof 

Bombay, 
1605. 



Chapter I.
History. 

Instrument of 
Dehveryof 
Bombay, 

1665. 

tUistorical 

16 BOMBAY TOWN 

Mtiesty Krng of Great Britain, and Em.ign ,Joao Torne, and other 
persons of the English N atlOn, being all present WIth me Notary 
Public ~ereunder mentionect, whert it wit;; declared by tbe said 
Luis Mendes de Vasconcell~s, Overseer of the Estates in ~eneral, and 
Doctor Sebastiao Alvares Jl,lIgos, Chancellor of the Court of JUl!tice 
at Goa, that they bad come there from the city of Goa by order 
of the \1ceroy and Captain General of India, Antonio de Mello e 
Castro, who had sent them giving them two letters from the King 
our :M"aster, and his sald Viceroy's directIOns WIth \he credentials 
from the MORt Serene Majesty the King of Gr&'~t Britain, and the 
commission by which Sir Abraham Shipman had made and 
appomted t,he said Humphrey Cooke to succeed him on his death. l 

AntonIO de 1\1e110 e Castro of Hi.'! Majesty's Council, Viceroy 
and Ci1ptain General of India, maketh known tQ all to whom 
this Alvaro. (or i!lstrument) may come, that whereas in: conformity 
of the order I have received from HIS Majesty for delivering the 
port and town of Bombay unto the person nomintVted by His 
Serene Majesty King of Great Britain, I have for this purpose 
appointed and nominateS Luis Mendes de Vasconcellos, Overseer 
of the Estates in general, and Doctor Sebastiao Alvares Migoa, 
Chancellor of the ~tate, and as it is expedient (for the better 
definitIOn of all"whlCh on this occasion they shall have to treat 
about) that they should be i~vested' with sufficient powers as the 
nature of the ma.tter requires and from the confidence I have on the 
abovementioned- persons tha~ they shall act in a manner most pleas
ing to His Majesty, and satisfactory to His Most Serene Majesty the 
Kmg of Great Britain, I aIll pleased, and have bona fide granted 
unto them and do hereby grant ~n my powers unto the said LUIS 
Mendes de Vasconcellos and Sebastiao Alvares Migos, that they may 
determIne upon and remove all and whatever doubts may ari&e 
observing nevertheless the instructions I have ordered to be given 
them, and on every act of theIrS being conformable thereto, shall 
helNe the same effect and valIdity as if they were by me done, 
determmed or ordered, adverting, however, that in the event of any 
·ca .. es offering where they cannot procee~ with my order that they 
shall 3I!quaint me with every partIcular with their opinion thereon 
to enable me to resolve upon them as may be mo~t convenient. 
I do accordingly notlff the Captains of the city of Chaul, Bassein, 
tte Fa&ors and Judges thereof, and to all other Ministers of Estatl's 
and Justtce. officers and other persons who111 this may concern, and 
,J do hereby d1rect and order them to comply with this Alvara or 
instrument, and to see that it is whollJr and fully comphed with, 
kept, observed, and obeyed without the least doubt or contradic
'tio~ as if it was given In the name of HlS Majesty, and will not 
pass to Chaneet·y, nor pay the fees called a half, Natta, it being on 
the service of our Sovereign, notwithstanding any custom to the 
contrary contawed in the Statutes L 2 Nos. 39 and 40. Written by 
Nicolao Ferreira at Panjim, the 10th January 1665.3 , I 

1 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1746. 
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Though the Portuguese a.uthorities were at last forced to giv_ up 
Bombay they were able to burden the transrer with a largil number 
of conditions. These ~ndltioos were 1 'rhat the islalld of Bombay 
shall be delivered to the English gelltlefnen with a declaration that 
whereas t~e other isla.nds of the jumsmetion of Bas'lj'li'n ha.ve through 
the Bay of the b&id island of Bombay, their commerce, unde and 
navigation with equal right, libel'ty a.nd freedom, whil'h the said 
English gentlemen shall never prevent or cause a.ny impe!il:iment 
nar levy ruly.tribute or'gabella, neither 0'0 the exportation of sa.lh-
01' any o~her merc\tandize of those islands and countries, nOr on a.ny 
other articles which may he brought there from a.broad. And it 
shall be free for all vessels loaded or' empty to navigate from the 
said islanflb Bnd countries of the Portuguese or other Ne.tioDIl that 
mIght come to them a.nd the subjects of the King of Great Britaill 
shall not oblige them to m8.ke their fln.t discharge or pay a.nything 
ill thpir Custom RouRe, nor by any other means wha.tsoever. Nor 
:;,h8.11 they for this purpose make use of any pretence because it is 
thus declared from this -time for ever, ,arid they shall not only have 
good treatment and free passages to our tOllntrics but. to those of 
other part~ as they have hitherto been in the babitof doing. 

That the port of Bandl'a in the island of Salsette nor any other 
of the Islands shall be impeded, and all vessels from that port 01' 

ports, and. others coming to tItem shfll be !\Ilowetl to pass and re-' 
pas~ vpry' frankly, and the English gputlemen shall"not allege that 
they pass under theit' guns bel)9.use it \s nnder this .condition that 
the island is delivered to them and -they cannot expect more than 
what is granted to them hy the Articles of Peiee !,nd the Marl'iage 
Treaty. ~ , 

That they shall not admit any deserter from our couutry, be it 
for whr.tever cause, nor shaH ttiey under any pretence whatever 
pretend to conceal or' defend them, as this is the most effectual 
means of preserving peace and friendship between both Crowns; 
and of aVOIding scandalous practice and -future injUlies and in 
eRse of any person gomg to them they are obliged to send and 
deliver him up to the Capta.in, foI' the tIme being, of the city of 
Bassein. And because many GCI}tus who have in their charg&goods 
and money belonging to the Portuguese and other subjects of His 
Majesty by way of retaining th6' whole, it may happen thjt- they 

LuIS MonteIro da Costa, gave order to wrIte thift, The Alva.ra Ill' IOst!ument by 
whwb yonr Excellency waa pleased t<> grant, and by tbese presents grant all yO\lr 
Exoellency's powers ¢o 1.nis Mendes de Vasooncellos, Overseer of the Royal E8tate. 
in general, and to Doctor Sebastiao Alvares Migoe, Chancellor of the Estate, by whIch 
thoy may determmB IIpon, and re801\"e auy and whatever doubts may occur eoncB.rh. 
ing the delIvery of Bombay. adhenng notwltluJtandlng in ev~ry matter to the form of 
instrnct16D1t whIch yonr Excellency has ordered to be fum18hed them WIth, flDd all 
they may accordmgly do, to have Its fnll effect as If ordered md determined by yol\r 
Excellency, with proVISO that If the calles be luch 118 to appear to them that your 
Excellency's order IS neCtllloa.ry to acquaint the ellme to your Excellency WIth every 
particulars WIth their opinIon th<!reon fot your Excellency to l'esol ve npon as it lIIay be 
most necea ... ry and 8Kpedient a.s above decla.ed For your l!:xoeI!enoy to self and Is 
worth (wrote 1) lIke a lettn. and 18 not to pass the Chancery, nor to pay the fees called 
a half N atta, it bemg on His MaJesty's service. Registered in the Book 2nd of the 
General Records, fobo 29, paul nothing.-Nicolaa Ferreua Antonio- iie Mello .. Outro.;' 
Bomb. Gov. tlecretl\.nd l'olltical Diary 53 of 1796,1747 -17'9 • 
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mar- come to Bombay and shelter themselves under the shadow and 
protection of the colours of the MQ~t Serene King of England, the 
EnO'lish gentlemen shall not only 6rprehelld such people till tIley 
sat~sfy what they may o\\'e and on their not doing it within two 
months they sh~n deliver them up to the Captain of <&sbcin in 
order tOJlatisfy the parties as it may be just and right.. ' 

That tlle English gentlemen shall not interfere in matters of 
Faith, nor will compel the inhabitants of the saiJ Island of 
Bcmbay, neither directly or indirectly, to change th~ir FaIth or to 
,go and attend their sermons; and sha.ll allew the @ccIesiasti(:l.I mini'!
ters the exercise of their jurisdiction without the leMt impediment, 
beil\g a oondition mentIoned in the articles of peace under which 
the delivery of the island IS ordered to be made, and if at any time 
anything contrary is done)t is understood that the whole' agreed 
upon and promised will be violated, and that the right of the said 
:island shall fall again into the Crown of Portug"l. 

That the fleets of the King of Portugal our Master, l>oth ships 
<of the line and the slDaQer vessels and any other vessels of his, 
will at all time be free to sail in and out, of the said Bay wIthout 
the least impediment, Nor will they be obliged to a1!k any leave, 
.because b¥ the reason of the oth&r Islands and countries belonging to 
Mm a part of the said Bay belongs Q,lso to him, and it is free to him 
to make use of it as h1s oWllowithol1t any doubt or question_ 

Tllat all the inhabitants residing at BombaJl.as well as thof!e who 
may have estates in the said island, when they should not like to 
resIde in the said itlland, it shall be free to them to farm out'their 
estates or sell the same on the best terms they may be able to 
obtain, and if the EnglIsh gentlemen should require them, it shall 
be for their just and equal value, and not on any other tel'ms, But 
if the English ,gentlemen should not choose to l;my them, nor the 
holders live,in them, it shall be free to them to alienate the same, 
and until they duso, it shall hkewise be frce to them to enjoy and 
make use _of the same as they have hitherto done without the least. 
contradiction from the part of the En,~sh gentlemen. 

Th.et the inhabitants of the said islands of Salsette, Karanja, and 
Baragoo1 and of other places of our jurisdiction shall freely fish 
jn thetrsaid 13ay and river, and in the afm of the sea which, enters 
and aivides Bombay from Ralse~te by Bandra tm the Bay, antI 
the Enklish ,gentlemen shall not at any time prevent them, no\
will they at any time a.nd under any pretence whatever demand 
any tribute on this account, and the inhabitan~ of Bombay shall 
be allowed to do the same with the same liberty and freedom. 
• That the Kunbis, Bbandaris, and the rest of the people 

.A.l~unhados (a sort of people bound to serve the land-holders) 
or mhabitants of the villages of our jurisdiction IiIhall not be ad
mitted at BOrflbay, and. on their or any of them resorting thereto, 
they shall be immediately delivered up to their respective owner~ ; 

1 Bslrliqaon, Twelve Villages, It name still in lise as a salt ravenna 8ubdlvn,ioll of 
Ka;ranjl\ Ift)f\nd, • 



])'latelllll..a ] 

AND ISLAND, 19 

And the same shall be observed with respeot to slaves which may.l'un I 

away and 11 kewi~e with regard to the artIficers that mlty go from' 
Qur countries to Bom.hay, silcn as carpenters, weavers, turnels, 
jomers, cijulkers, sawyers, ddllers, smIths, and any other, They 
shJ.ll be unmedhltely delivered up~ And if the Euglish gelltlelnell 
should at any tune l'equire these art.lficers they shall ask t~-em frotH 
the C .. ptall1 etf Bassein who WIll Stlnd them for a limIted time, they 
kecplllO' their faullhes in ollr countries. And on theIr beiItog stIll 
"ankd evell after the expilatlOn of the limIted time, they shall 
go amI p'1t'l>ent tkemselves to the Captam of .BasseIll for the tIme 
bemo' to whom the EnglIsh gentlemen shall ask for them again and 
kll.o~ therehy that neltIler the capitulations nor the good neigh
bouring~IJlP, whIch we shall also ob.'\erve, is to ~ violated. 

That in case any of the deserters should be willing to change 
I,is l'ellglVu and pass to the confession of the English gentlemen 
to prevent t.helr being restored to us, the EnglIsh gentlemen shall 
not cilnsenl; thereto, anll the sa.me shall be ohserved on oar part 
With regard to those that mo.y desert to 01\1' countl'ies. 

That although the manor right of the lady, th~ pl'<rprioetrix of' 
Bombay, i~ tukl'n away from her estates if she lives in the island, 
they !UO not to pe intermeddled WIth or taken away from hel' 
unle~~ It be of her free WIll, lihe bemg a woman of quality, they 
are neces~an' for her mainten-<flce, .Hut after death and her hell'S 
succeed to tllG'le e~tates, the EnglIsh gentlemen may if they choose 
take them pa.ylll~ for the same, their just -value, as is provided 
ill the ca.,e of other proprIetors of estates. A.nd should the EnglIsh 
gentlemen now wish to take her houses to build forts tnel'ewith 
they shall lmmeihately pay her their just vahle 

That eyery person pos~elJSmg reveuue at Bombay either by 
patnmonml or CroWIl lanus, sball possess them. with the same 
l'Jght and ~hlln not be depl'lved thereof except In cases which the 
Laws of Portug&l direet, and their 'sons and deseendantl'l shall 
succeed to them WIth the bame right and clause abovementioned, 
.lIld tho~e who may sell the sfl.ld patrImonial or Crown estates 
shall tran~fel' to the purch:!ser the same nght and perpetuity they 
had, that the pUlchaser may enjoy the same and their successor", in 

't.ho hke map.ner. 
l That the PIl,mh Priests and Monks or regular Clergy thtt~ reside 
h BomlJ8.Y ,}iall have aU due respect pard them as. agreerl upon 
tnd tIle Churches shall not be taken for any use whatever no; 
, hall sermons be prea.ched in them, and those who may attempt it. 
,1lall be pUlll~hed in such manner as to serve as an example. • 
~ That the inhabitants of Bombayand the landholders of thaI; 
)"Iand shall not be obliged to pay more than the loro8 they use t() 
bay to His Majesty, this condition being expressly: mentioned in. 
,~he cRpitulatlOns. • 
, That there shall be a. good understanding and reciprocal friend
ship between both parties, rendering one another every good office 
like good friends a~ this was the end of the delivery of tkia and 
"JLher p)ace~, and the intention of His Most Serene King of Great. 
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,Bl'ii".:.in, as appears by the treaty made alld entered into by anu 
'between both CrOWDS, Given at Panjlm, the Hth January 1666.
(Signed) Autonio de Mello ~ Castro.l , 

011 the acceptance of these ArtiGles possession was i~nediately 
given and deli'V'lll'y made of the islan,d or Bombay and its 
port; whl'hh comprehentls in its situation and territories the
villages of 1Hzgaon, Parel, and WarB. The said Governor 
Inoire "or Humphrey Cooke .\ccepted and receive~ it, saying he did 
reccive pos~ession and delivery of the island of :Bol~bay and its 
port in the name of the Most Serene King of Great Britain in the 
nianner and form contained in the im,tructiuns from the VIceroy 
Antonio DeMeno e Castro WIth allllnd every dec1aratjon, clause, and 
condition of the stcid instructions, promising, in the name of the 
Most Serene King of Great B}'itain, that there was not, 01' should 
not at any time coine, any defect in part or in full agll.inst this 
instrument. On the contl'ary that he should himself, hill heirs 
and succeSSOl5, servants, subjects and ministers comply ,vith the 
whole of the articles and ~oDdltJons agreed upon Without the leasl; 
doubt Saying, assuring, una promismg this should be so, he took 
himself personally the possession and delivery of the s8Jid port and 
island of Bombay, walking th~rel1pon taking in his hanus earth and 
stones, entering and walking upon !J;s bastions, putting his bands 
to the walls thereof, anil walking also on the sa,id i~land taklllg 
into his hands the ea'l'th and stones thereof, and making all other 
like acts which In right 'were necessary ~itho\lt· any impedIment v!' 
contradiction. He accordingly took pos'<ession and delivery of the 
said port and island of Bombay very quietly and peaceably that 
the Most Serene King of GI'eat Britain might have possession 
and become mftster (also hiS hell'S and successors) of the said 
port and island III the form and manner stipulated in the agreement 
between the t~o Orowns and in the instructions from the 
Viceroy. ' Further in order that the inhabitants thereof, gen
tlemen and proprietors of estates and properties within the 
circuit and territories of the said island abovementioned, who 
pay f01~08 to the King our master, may'" pay the same hencefortIl 
to Ris·Most Serene Kmgoi 'Great Brltain who is charged and in~ 
vested wlth the possessIOn of the said island ill the manner and form 
IllboveIf.entioned. Of all this the said Luis Mendrs Vasconcellos,. 
Overseelf. of tbe Royal Estates in general,- and Sebastiao Alvares: 
Megos, Chancellor of the Oourt of Justice at Goa, and the Gqverno~' 
Humphrey Cooke ordered this instrument to be made in order W 
gn'e copies thereof to the parties as they may require, aDrl t, 
register the flame in the Book of Tower of'rombos (Archives) of thJ City of Goa and in that of the Chamber of the City of Bassein an,. 
pithe Factory of the.said city, and at all-othel' competent plaees~ 
,Also to cause all the ne~essa.ry declarations to be made in thosE{ 
Books in orde! to make clear at all ti.rnes the manner iq which this 
possessioll was given and deli very was mad!} of the said i:,lanu, 

1< Bombay G07ernmcnt Secret ItIld Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1751.1766. 
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and port of Bombay. And as they thus ordered this "public i",stl'u~ 
ment co be made, they the sald Oveu,ee1' of the Royal Estates :\011 

General, !lud LUiS l\J~de3 de Vasconcellos of the Court of Justice at 
Goa, put, then names thereto in tcst11l1onyof their having lllllde 
the s,ud ~ehvery and gl\"m the &.aId posse~slO~ of the ll-llaud of 
Bomb,LY and it~ port and that the Governor llumphr('y~Cooke had 
acceptc:! the po~se~slQn and delivery in the manner aforesaid with 
the te~tllnony of tho,~ who were present at the tIme. 

The~e 'vltCl1(sses wele the Verel1uores 'of the city of Bl1ssein, 
J()ao Melllle~ de Menezes, Dom Luis llemiques NIODlao Gahaot 
tbe Ju,l0;l' (ltdlllury Manoel de Silva, the attorney AutOOlO da 
C osta ~:,tpOIO, and the clelk of the Chamber Sebastio.l) Rodriguci'! 
da Rlh >t, the Mayor of the city Vicente Rebello d' Almeida, lind 
the FuctOiS and Juolge Amaro de Azavedo 'l'he Captain of the 
CIty of Bussem RUl .Mendes de Vu~concellos Costa c\luhl not be 
present to be !I. witness to this deed because he was ill and 
confined to hIS bed. The English wItnesses were En::'lgn John 
Tome, John Stevens, Henri Gueri, Ri<,;hard Ball, Walter Galope l ', 

John Bud, John Folderry, and Thomns Petery. I, Antonio Monteiro 
de Fon~pra Notary PublIc of the city of Bassem and dil'tnct~ by 
the Kmg our master, came here to Bombay at the requisItIOn of 
the said Ol'erseer of the E,oyal Estates in gcncral and the Chan
cellor of the CaUl t of J ushce at Goa, the Royal Minister and those 
that came to Bombay with po~erg aforesaid from the VICeroy to 
gl\'e thiS posses51Ou ,lnd to make the dehvery aforesa.id They order· 
cd ailll lhrected me to make thIS mstrument of po~sess!On and 
dthvery ln the manner and form above related, the Field Captain 
of the bald city Vaientim Soares and other noblemen and kmghts 
that were present have also SIgned this WIth me, the said Notary 
Pubhl, who wrote this III my Not"rial Book where the said 
Overseer of the Royal Estates in general Lu'is de Va'lconcellos 
Seba~tJao Alvares MigOS and the said Governor 1nofre Cooke, Verea
dores, Judge Procurator and clClk of tho noble CIty Its mayor and 
other witness have all Signed and which I have hereunto copIed 
and I have SIgned WIth :ny publIc signature. and which \s as ,here
under a~ follows. Doubts should not arise on account M several 
words badly wlote in folios 2, 3, and 7.1 

UlHl,'r the convention with the Viceroy of Goa, 1.11'. CtJoke 
took p",~€'s<;lOn of the L~land of Bombay without. any of its 
dependenCIes, and Mr. Gary, one of the Uouncif of Surat, held 
a mu~ter of the troop~ and ordnance brought to Bombay from 

1 The Record copy has tIllS endorsement. Vicente Rebello d'Almeida., Judge Cor 
tIle CIty of Bassem and Its J IIflsdlctlon, by the Kmg our master maketh known 
to all whOm tins eel tlficate of lll8tJficatlOn .hall come that the above wrltmg at the 
foot of the copy and the pllbhc sIgnature thereon IS tbe han<1wrltlng and SIgnature 
of AntonIO Monteiro de Fons~ca, Notary PublIo for this City, and (do hereby attest 
on the faIth of the clerk who wrote thIS and ,n testimony whereof I have put my 
name fiod sealed with the senl of the Royal arms of the Crown of Portugal used in 
tIllS C .. urt. Bassem, thiS 26th day of Fehruary 1665. Paid nothmg but 14 res for the 
siglldtllre .. lid seal. I Gregorio Rebello wrote this. Vicente Rebello d' AlmeIda. with. 
011 t .~"l ex causa Rebello A true cnpy : Antonio de Aza.vcdO' e BrIto. Born. Go ... 
/:i'_Clct and PohtlcalDlary 53 of 17\l6, 1763·176&. 
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Anji~v. In!)~e;d of assisting the English or enabling thom to 
zl~nder Bombay either a retreat for their trade or a place: of 
defence. th~ Portugue8e, by heavy imposts oil. their boats passing 
Karanja 01' Thana, made Mr. Oooke and the garrison immedlately feel 
the effects of being deprived of the dependencies of the mladd, which 
had been ceded 110 the Kmg by treaty. So burdensome was the levy 
of 10 to 12·percent. duty on the merchandize and provisions wh.ich 
Bombay boats brought from the continer.t, that Mr. Oooke Was. 
forced to· put soldiers on board the boat~ to resist the de.mand. 

Cooke's settlement and management of Bomb&y found littI& 
favour .with the Council, at Surat. Sir George Oxinden SOOI) 

dIscovered that the Moghal Government had become jealous -0£ the 
English possessing an island and forming a garrison on It in the 
immediate vicinity of Surat, 

The jealousy of the Moghal Go~ernment was h~ightene(l b1 
Mr. Cooke invItlllg native merchants to settle at Bombay under the 
protection of the English garrison 'rhis mea'Sure convinced the 
Moghal Governor of Surat that the whole scheme had for its object 
to remove the President an" Council to Bombay. What('ver names 
the English might assume, he considered it impossible that two 
distinct bodies could belong to the same nation, the officers and 
lIervants of the King and of a Company of merchants who had 
hitherto professed trade to be. theIr 'only object, but who were 
now furnishing pl:'ovisions and aid to a garrison with which they 
pretended to have no common interest. • 

UlJ(ler theile embaPl:assing conditions in January 16M3, the 
President and Council of Surat recommended 11he Court of Directors 
to solicit ,the King's permission to build a Factory at Bombay to 
which goods might be brought from, the Deccan or Coromandel 

,Coast as well as from the Malabar Coast aud from Surat. 
Witll a suitable :factory Bombay might become a depot for the 
goods brollght from both sides of Cape Comorin, to be ready 
for the ShIpS 011 theil' arrival at l:iwally or at Bombay; At the same 
time the Council explamed that this project would be impr!).cticable 
,unless prq,per arrangements wer~ introdu~d into the government 
o~ the iRltLnd, Rnd persons appointed'duly qualIfied to admmister' 
its affairs under fixed regulations.1 

Oooke't conduct and settlement found even lv'S"! favour in 
Englllnd thltll in Surat. Late in 1665, on learning under what terms 
Mr. Oooke had ltgrced to receiv:e. the island of Bomhay from the 
~ic6roy of Goa, the King of England resolved to disavow the conven
tIon as contrary to the treaty between the Orowns of England 
and Portugal, to recall Mr. Cooke and have him tried for malprac
tJ.ces)aud to appoint Sir Gervase Lucas to be Governor of Bombay, 
giving at the same time assuranc~s to the Company that theIr 

1 The President and Counell of Surat to the Court. let January, 16th Maroh. and 
4th ApIu1666 ; Mr. Cooke to the PreSident and Council of Surat, 21st February 
1666 j PreSident and Oouncil of Surat to Mr. Cooke, 1st March 1666. Bluce'a 
Annale, ll. 17i ·176. ' -



MaterMiIs J 

AND ISLAND. 23 

fact ones Ilnd trade would be protected by t~o '"Roy ,11 tjnce1 
oceupymg Bombay.l " 

III J,umary 16()6 befOl'e IJavlllg En~land to take up hIs appoint
ment. SI\ Germse Lucas had the wfiOle of the documents tln.n&
lllltted by Mr, Cooke laid before flim, He reprllsented to the King 
that the Bombay fOl tIfications were rumous and byo no means 
f.lllted eIther fOl its defence or for the security of the ho{)p~, that 
store'! of en·ry description would be requll'ed, the greater part of 
those ~ellt ,wIth Sir Abraham Shipman being useless or lost; and 
that III Illb opnnon it would be neces~ary to embark 400 men as a 
garrison, belll\~ the same number Sir Abraham ShIpman had under 
hIS command;'" that the pay and other yearly charges of the garrison 
would alllount to £7 JIl exclusive of artificers and' contm&encnes. He 
suumltted to HIS MaJesty that eIghteen months' stores ami provIsions 
of every kmd lllUst ue embarked and some addItIOn made to the pay 
of the Governor, at this time pnly £,! Ii day, an amount illsutlicleut 
to defray the expenses that mu"t be incurred at so distant a 
'3tatlOli 2 His MaJesty refcl'l'ed SIr Gervase Lucaly' report to the 
Duke of Albemarle (Genelal Monk),~Lord AllIngton, and Sir 
'Wllham COl entry, Secretaries of State They repOlted that from 
the Ullcm tlill1ty whether the island of Bombay was III possession of 
HIS Ma]e~ty or not, It wuuld be improper to incur any great expense 
upon It They thereforo re't!ommended a reinforcement of 60 men 
undcr a LIeutenant, who was to have Captalll's payor eIght shillings 
a day, together with a supply of clothes ammunitIOn and stores, and 
Ii ~rnall Y<=5sel to be attached to the garri~on. 'l'ho whole expense with 
eIghteen months' pay and proviSIOns for the troop.:; was estimated at 
£11,498 ] 6s 3 When t.'ir Gerl'fl.'le Lucas elllbarkeu 011 board the 
COlllplllly'S slup Retuln, he, at the Kmg's desire, obtamed from the 
Cuml'l1ny a credIt for £1500 on the Presidency of Surat, for which 
he was to grant bIlls on England at 30 days' SIght 4 On hIS ani val 
in Bom1ay on the 5th November 1666, Sir Gervase a,'lsumed the 
G overnol'shlp and appointed Mr Henry Gary to be Deputy Governor. 

In connectIOn WIth the credit of £1500 the followmg entry 
appeal S III the Surat COlljultations (3rd December 1666) SIr Gervase 
Luca~, Knight and Baronet, Governor of the island of BoitJbay and 
Commander-m_Chief of all HIB Maje<>ty's Forces in India.,h brought 
a letkr of credIt flom the Honourable East IndIa Cou'i'any,.our 
Mast"I-, for the payment of £1500 to him for His .l\1ajesty',; 
occa ~iull<l. ThIS letter was accompanied by one rrom Si; Gervase of 

I Bruce's Annals, II. 168. 
2 blr Gorv ... e Lucas's observations on the papers respecting Bombay, 18th J anu

ary 166b (East India Papers 1D the State Paper Ofbce, No 232); Conrt to the 
PreSident and CO'.lncil of burat, 7th Ma.rch 1666; HlBtorIcM Account of Bombay. 
Bruce, II 1611 ·169 

3 Ongm .. l report of the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Arlmgton, lind Sir Wtlham 
Coventry, to the KIng, relatIve to Bombay, 26th March 1666 (East India Papers 10 
the Hate Paper Office, No 236). Bruce, II. 169 -liO. • 

4 Court to the PreSidency of Surat, 24th and 51st March 1666. Bruce's Annals. 
1I 170. 

6 BesHles hIS pollucal failure Mr. Cooke wae charged with frand and embezzle
ment The seat of government from whIch he was ~iected was occupIed ):>y titr 
Gervase Lucas who arrived in Bombay on the 5tb of November 1666, Am\ersoR', 
Enghsh In We~tern India (1854), 54, _ 
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date ihe 9th- or November brought us by Mr. Ball, who wa<; em. 
p~wered to receive the value of the said sum in d.ollars. He expects 
the remittaJ!ce should be accompanied fO nO!l~bay by sO»,le trusty 
persons appointed by us, th~ rhk being ours until the money is 
safely delIvered him. '1'0 tillS we demurred for the following 
,reasons :" First. by" reason of an errol' in the calculation of the 
doll&rs, whfch he computes the Sevill at 215 the Me&Ico at 2,131'upees 
per 100: when by the standard of tbi~ place the Sevill is WQJ·tk 
21+ and 'the Mexico 211: Seconllly,-ourinability to proc~lI'e so many 
dollars in specie, none being permitted to pas" HlP mwt without 
coinage into the current money of tbe country rupees ~ Lastly. our 
running the adventure of the mone.y to Bombay, for which we 
have no order from the Company, and in ca~e of miscarriage 
the loss may fall upon our own head,>. Wherefore, we made our 
addresses by letter of the .1tJth of said month, desiring SIr GEl/. vase 
to take the aforesaid reasons under consideration, and in respect to 
the want of dollars to accept of rupees or sequins, Alld in case 
he shall still impose the ad\7enture on us, that the monej's may be 
drawn from us at several ti.mes, that if a loss happen it may be the 
less considerable. To which we having now by this letter of the 
24th of th~ past month recei,veti his positive answer to furnish him 
with the aforesaid sum upon ot.r adventure WIthout further aIspute 
by changing the specie, or by exchang~ as we should best contrlve, 
we conclude it requisIte to prevent misundershndings betwel·n us, 
and such ill conseqnences as may from thence aqse of prejudIce to 
the Company's aff<l.lfS, to ensure said money unto him on the Com- . 
pany's account, and to prQcure what exchanges we'can to B<l.'lSelll at 
the easiest loss, which was the present import of thIS consultation. l 

Silo Gervase Lucas died the 21st ¥ay 11367 and Captain Henry 
Gary succeeded as Go\'ernor. About the close of the year lUl'. 
Gary transmitted with hIS lettel's to the King and to the Secretat;y 
of State the following statement of the revenues of the island, M 

improved by Sir Gervase Lucas and himself, 
Rent of 

l\!azgllon" 
Mt.hlm 
Parel .. 
Vadala 
bwn ... 
Wad~ 
DOhLbay 

Rent of 
The Tabacco 8tanc~ 01' Farm 
The Taverns ••• 
The Account of Customs ... 
Thl! Acoount of Cocoanuta '" 

XeJaphms. 
9,300 0 40 
4,797 245 
2.:~71 1 56 
1,738 040 

7DO 0 60 
6il 1 34 

6,344 2 61 

25,920 1 18 

, .• 9,550 0 0 
. .. 2,400 0 0 
.,. 18,000 0 0 
.. 18,000 0 0 

" Xeraphius ." 73,870 1 18 
:r.~ore mal be advanced ... ~,129 ~ 

, Total Xeraphins ... 75,000 0 0 
Wh!ch at 13 X~aphills for 226. 6d. sterhng 

amounts to ... ,..... , ... £6,490 17 9 

1 BUlat ConsultatIOn, 3rd Dec. J666, Surat Fact. DUIory J of 1660 -1696, 111·112. 
Forrest's Home S~1'iejl, 1.210. . . • 
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To this account of the revenUe Mr. Gary subjoined: i; his IfrUer' 
,to the King, the state of t1?-e tl'eaSury at the time and the Vlensures 
he had taken by laYlD~in pl'o'if>ions and !ldding such men to the 
garrison as J1C eould dra\v togt'ther for i& defence. TIle amount of 
treasure was 16,OO() Xeraphins or $1384, and tho,.n1,1mbers of the 
garrison wore 28;), These wCl'e composed principally of" French 
PQrtuguese ana Natives, Only 93 English officers were included.l 

In their lettcl' of 23rd,.April 1672 the Surat Council asle TIoonbay 
if there is any·truth in tIle l'umour that Shivliji is builthng a castle 
on Henry-Kenry. -They say the SUl'at Governol" nlakes this news 
a I'cason for not letting the President go, because he says tho' 
President WIll help Shivaji. Let us hear of tllis say the Council. 
If Shiva]i is building a fort on Hellry~KellrY it is a much mo),"eseriO\lS 
ma.tter for Bomb~y than for Surat.2 

During:M:r Gary's Gov.ernment the relations between Bombay and 
Surah were far from cOldi'll. One of the chief points in dispute 
was the practice of the Surat Council grant,ing passes to native slups. 
On the 5th. September 1667 the Council reiol'ded that the President 
(Mr. Oxinden) had madE' known to the Surat CouncIl that Mr. Hem'Y 
Gary, the Governor oflJombay, by his letter of tho,4th of July, had 
directed Mr. Gerald .illogIC!' to acquaint the President that he 
expected the President,hould f(trhea.r giving any more passes fOl'the 
/locare navigation of Junks, but should send aU such pel'sollS as 
r:equired passes to t4e said Governor to receive! them frOlll him. 
~his cOlllmand from one who had been many years n. servant to the 
~loIIlpany and knew full well the prejudice which wou.ld frJlon the 
trlAnSllel;ton of affairs in Surah should the Council be doprived of 
tije lIberty to grant passes, woultl have seemed tlJe morc strange 
cIlld thoy not know him to be a person ill affected to the Company's 

~
.r' torest and an instigator of Sir Gervase Lucas to make tho like 
demand by a second hand. The Council held thll.t -to be deprived 
( f t1. practIce dating from the first settlement of the Company's trade 
in Surnt would be a great debasement to their repute and credit. 

ithout the power to grant passes, they conijnue. how can \Ve 
expect to keep these people'ln a good decorum. For this power has 
ever been an awe upon them engaging them to Il. civil ap~eal'ance 
towards us, and has much conduced to the Company's benefit in the 
ecover4Jg and-getting- in of debts, which otherwise woul. have 
roved desperate. Should we now be depr~vea, of this privilege, 
he loss of our reputations here may cause tIllS king" to nip in the 
ud those great immunities and privileges lately granted us so much 

the Company's benefit. 
'J'he/lc consiJern.tlous, they add, bring Us to this eonelusi~: 

hat as the said Governor had laid hIS commands upon us by a. 
econd halldr.namely :Mr. Gerald Aungier, he shottId alsQ receive . , ' 

1 Mr. Ga.ry to thtr King 8n(1 to Lord' Arlington, Bombay, 12th Deoember 1661. 
'tu.tement of the revenues of the Island of Dombay enclosed In thQ precediuJllett.rs. 
'ut Il,Id,& l'apera In the f!tate Pal'er O!'fice, Nos. 243, 245, 241l, 24.8, 24,9. Bruco'. 
nn~l,. II. 212-216. • ' 
e Surat ,,,Bombay, 2.1rd Apnl1672, $lIta$l!'act • .out. L. ~ookl of 1630,1678, 207. 

Il8ti Home Senes, I. 6~.' "'.,' ' 
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01\~ an'clwer from him. That we could by no means lay down 
80 ancient a practice, so much consistent with the Honourable 
Company's iuterest, which His Sacrad Maje~y was graciously pleas
ed to own when the ship· Return came out, when the Company 
atldressing thelpselves upon advice from us that Mr'-'Humphrey 
Cooke iV- the time of his government did impose upon us to the 
obstructmg their affairs, he_was graciously pleased to return them 
answ~r by the Right Honourable the Lord Arlmgton, Pdncipal 
Secretary of State, that effectual directions should be given to the 
respective Governor or Governors of Bombay th8lt they act nothing 
to the Company's prejudIce 01' contrary to their Charter. 'rhat 
living under the government of these people we could not refuso 
to give passes to .jluch as demanded them. Therefore, except it 
appear to be our King's Majesty's immediate command, or the 
Company give us their order to the contrary (either of which as in 
duty bound we shall readily obey and conform ourselvcs to); we 
cannot Jay down this so ancient a cmtom nnd pl'ivilege. And 
therefore we do entreat the Governor to forbear urging us further 
in this business until we shall receive commands from Europe con
cerning it, promising in the interim not to constrain these peoplo 

_ to take our passes, nor be profuse in giving them until we aro 
-urgently moved to it, which we hope he will find so reasonable that 
we shall have his assent for the pre~ent.l 

In the following year (\668) the Governor of Bombay again 
required the CounCIl to cease issuing passes.- 'l'he SUrat Factory 
Diary contains the .following entry of a consultation held on tl~e 
3ht July: The receipt of letters by the ship Charles, some direct¢d 
to Sir Gervase Lucas and others to himself, has M elevated Mr. G~y 
t.hat lIe now says, as His Mp.jesty's interest is like to take root aJ d 
flouriSh, lIe cannot be defective in a. point so much tendil g 
,to His Majesty"s honour M not to have his auth9rlty acknowledg d 
Ito reside at Bombay, "hich mu~t no ,longer be disputeu. 'f 
therefore hopes it will not be ill resented that he (Mr. Ga.ry!) 
renews his demands concerning tho passes, which, though it baa lail'. 
dormant awhile, is n05 deceased; he d~lbts not but our zeal to Hi~. 
MajesrCy's grandeur will incline us to acquiesce therein. Our 
,passes were indeed summoned by him the last year, when we let 
)lim ~now (what before ho well understood) how prejudicial it 
would be to the Company's affairs here. Yet we would be 5 

observant 8S not to contradict His Majesty's OI'ders, and declare 
then to relinquish our right to issue passcs if he had nis Majesty't 
Commission for it. Until he lUJ.d such Commission we entreate( 
him to forbear troubTmg us. But he, to show his own grandeu 
and to lesscn our esteem with these people, not only renows hi 
demands of the passes from us, but has written letters ir, 
Persian to the Governor, the Shawbanuar or Harbour Master, and 0.1; 
tho owners OP junks in Surat commanding them to fetch thci~, 
pas.ses from h~m, in' whom the supreme power resides j that Hi~t 
MaJcsty ~ntended to make the port of Bombay the most B.OUrishiD~1 

J Su~"t Consultation, 11th Sept. 1"67, Surat Faot. Diary 1 of 1660·161lG, 118, 119 
Forrelt I Home Senes, I. ~l. 
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port in Indw, and thnt he is setting out nn Armnill\ to scour .h~ " 
coa~ts from pirates '1'I)('s<3 his lettels have put the town 10 f1jl uproar, 
lind ral~l'i ~uch It'nlousieR ill tue kmg's lllmisters, that we haye been 
oftt'll sent fOI by the Govelllor anu upf'>rruded, that we who had 
rec"IYe,l well Signal favours and ipllnunit,ies froll} the king, and 
e1Jjo\"d a peaceable and fl.ouri~hing trade in this Ius port o,nd other 
of h{s dOll1l11lOnS so manyyeals, were now destroying this port to set 
up one of our own. TelllDg us how III the king would reselj,t this 
busine<;s, wonderinO' very much that MI'. Gary should set out au 
Armana to beour th~)Jf 'lea~, who never desired any such kmdness 
from him Nor would the Governor beheve, but 1\11-. Gary wa') 
revoltell [lnd set up for himself, anrl those his Armalla were pirates 
intended to rob the junks of the king's port. The PreSident 
assured hlln Mr Gary had no such intentIOns, nor could such a 
tiling be. '1'0 tIllS the Governor hastily retorted: What (says he) 
cannot be' Did you never l\()ar of a son who put his father in 
prIson? The Goyernor wa~ very inquisitl\'e after the sItuation of tho 
lsland, its bIgness, what towns and houses, how mhabitcd. He asked 
more especially after the fortIficatIOns a~ 'Ie was told by the man 
who brought the letters that they had built a castle. This we would 
not ul1<lcr.tand, but palliated the hu~iuess what might be. And 
after that the President had urgently pre8~ed him to l\.'t the Uler
chant~ fetch their pJ.sses from tTlence, tellmg hun that .Mr. Gary being 
tho king's mimster, it would be lather safer for them thnn If they 
received th~m of us,.ho dismissed m for that time, telllllg us th,e 
bu~iness was of no small consegueuce, and woulll highly ince~se 
the kmg. And not being satisfied with our evadmg Ius discourse 
about their building fortificatIOns, he sent the patamar that 
brought hIS letters wIth his broker home to our house to Justify It. 

Tnis pa~t, the Governor summons all tho king's officers and the 
merchants of tho town to the king's clalbar, wli'ere, when they 
had consulted about the bUBllless, we were sent for again. The 
Governor thElu a5king the Prebident who Mr. Gary was. The 
l're~ldent told hun Mr. Gary was a perbon of honour and the 
,King's governor of, the isla".d. Then he abked whether he were 
:';reab~r than we? The President answered: Yea, as the Governor 
himself and the king's ministers were superior to the merchants of 
ihe town. Yet some of the merchants knowing Mr. Oary'cease.i 
not to set hiru at naught with lUuch earue~tness, decIru'wg they 
woul.} rt'eel \ e none of his passe~, although we often ·pres~ed them 
to It O!i a thmg that might conduce more to their peaceable naviga
tIOn than If they received ours. Nothing that we could plead 
would prevail WIth them. They told us that we in our articlles 
had agreed to give them pa~ses here, aud a!! we have continued 
so to do even to thiS day, bO wonld they IoWI expect passes from UB 
while we remain in their port. To which the 'President auswered 
that when those article') were made there was no other interest in 
these parts but the Company's. Now there is another of the King'il, 
which ought to have the greater respect, and to which the Company 
must Buhrmt. ThiS swayed not anytlung with the merchants. 1'0 
those articles they would still bind us j while we reside and trade 
in their country they wonld go no further for their pa'lses. The 
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During the same year (1668) the question whether I!hips from 
SUI at to England shoulil call at Bombay caused some irutatlOn '~at 
Smat, The Factory J)1UlY upder tlate 31.,t July 11368 ~has the 
fQIlowin~ entry The ~resident having received seyelHi letters 
flOlU Go,clIlor Gary, mOle particularly two of them of date the 
~l(l and 11th July, conccllling the Company's 'goneral uITuirs, 
he convened hi., Council antI causerl the said lettcl8 to be 
feu"L The fhst, treated wholly about our sentlIng do" Il the 
first ship we ~hall despatch for England, to touch at the ptlrt of 
Homb!lY, whero he plomiscd she' shall rem am not longcr than 
twelve hour" to re~eive those advices indispensably nece~siLry to be 
scnt Ehs Majesty by the first couveyance, whereby we shall do such 
an ClllllCllt piece of service that all our former cannot pall111el, and 
will make amends for that sudden and hasty departlll'e of tho Return 
from In(lla without Sir Gervase's adVIces. These with many 
other rhetOlical expressions accumulated and pressed home upon tho 
PreSident, we having well comidered, we concluded the ship in her 
passage home shall wait upon him, if we have not positil'o orders 
from the Company to the contrary or s01l1~thing more than we can 
imagine at this distance intervene,l 

Meanwhile during the lutter part of 1667 and the beginning 
of 1136S, on the one hand the friction and rh'alry betWQell 
:Bombay and Surat, on the- other the co~t and trouble of 
managlllg' Bombay had lesulted in the ofter of the Company to 
t<1ke 0\ er Bombay and in the deCIsion of the King to approve 
the tran<,fc:r. At a General Consultation held at Surat 011 tho 
:1rd of September 1668, "hereat were present tl\e Right Worshipful 
Su' George Oxinden, Knight, President, 111:1. John GoC)dl(~r, 
111' Gerald Aungier, Captain Henry Young, Mr, Stleinsham 
Ma.,ter, and Mr. Mathew Gra.y, Secletary, the followmg note was 
recorded: 

The ship Constantillople Merchant by God's blessing arriving 
two days since at the Bar of SwaBy, the Commander Captain 
Ward and Captain Henry Young came up in theIr boat the last 
c\'enmg, presenting the PrCfiident with the Honourable Company's 
advices. Among the advices were His Majesty's Royal Chartl'ftl,under 
the bload ~eal of England for t.he taking possesbion of the island of 
Bombay with all and singular the appurtenances and revenues there
unto Ill'pel taullng, His Majesty havillg been graciously ~lcal)~ 
freely to Le.,low It on the HonouraLlo East India .Comflany, our 
Mabtel'~, who by an instrument under their common Ileal have 
deputed their Pre"ident and Council, and some other persons therein 
nominated, or any two or more of them, to receive and possess 
the ",lid island fot theu use. Forasmuch as of tho seve1-al 
persons nominated, no more were at present in Surat than those 
convened at this Council, and seeing the matter to be urgent the 
President propounded the choice of some persons out. of this Coun
cil that should immediately prepare themselves for this urgent 

1 Hurat ConlultatloD, 31st July 16GS. S'uut File'. Dlllry 1 of IGCO·1696, 120. 
}'(lrrest'. HODle S~rJes, I. 215. 
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nctfair j he- de-cIared how necessary it was, and with what willing
ness he would go himself in person, But the Company's affairs 
were s~ pressing, large adyices t'rom tl,e Company an!l many 
things to speak to and aO ShIp speedily to be laden for England, 
that it was not possible for him to leave Sura£. He tl1erefore pro· 
pounde~ Mr. john Goodier, next ill Commisbion and quality, and 
by his mtimacy with the Deputy Governor Gary, and the influcnce 
he hath upon the affections of the other officers, gained in a vi:,ita. 
tion of that island, were very much to conduce to ~heir peaceable 
surrender and, our quiet pO'lsession of t.he l'lace. Mr. G ooeber 
readily accepted the proposal, declaring his willingness to sorve 
the Company upon all occasion~. As neither Mr. Aungiel', by 
reason of his employment in the warehouses, many or whieh ,being 
full of goods housed by him to be laden on the first bhip, and by 
the absence of Mr. Goodier receivlng into his charge the accounts, 
nor Mr. Gray who was required for despatch of advic~s to the 
Company could be spared, Captain Young and Mr, Streinsham 
Master, being all that remained of the persons nominated in Com-' 
mission were joined v1ith Mr. Goodier. Mr. Tho. Cotes having 
accepted the Company's service and being well acquainted with all 
the officers and soldiei'S upon the .island, and with the customs (Jf 
the people and privileges of the place, was added tq the other three, 
all four to make a Council, Mr. Gtlodier to reside chief, and con· 
vene the rest upon all occasions that shall require consultation. 

It was further determined, for more expcl41tion in the unloadin~ 
of the ship, that she might be prepared to recel ve on board the afore
said deputed persons and voyage with them to Bomhay, that the 
Constantinople Merchant should remove from her anchoring at the 
river:f! mouth and proceed into SwaIly Hole to unload.1 

Four days later (7th September 1668) the Surat Council held 
their first cOl1'Sultation on the improvemenf of their Masters' nqw 
possession of Bombay and record~d the following note; 

It being the Honourable Company's desire in a clause of their 
letter 1)f the 27th March last (1668) now received (1st Septembcr 
1668) by the Constantmople Merchant,J,hat we contri"" the best way 
for tlte making Bombay a port for the exportatIon anu importatlOu'. 
of goods and persons to and from Persia, Mokha, and other parts; And 

.for tlW effecting of this that we employ at present the Chesnut pink 
and get some other vessel to be thore that merchants may be encour
aged to"'coma.thither, and furtller that we addse them what shipping 
will be fitting for the encouraging this affair, and they will seuu 
them us. We deliberately considering thereoll, do find maDY rca
sons inducing us to build them shipping in this country, where timber, 
iron work, carpenters, and mallY other materials are ,'cry '~chelIp, the 
building far more substantial than in England, and IIlore proper 
for these parts, in rpgard they will require no sheathing, nor caulk
ing more thlll'l the decks, and by the industry of these people front 
what they have learned from our nation, as handsomely built IlS our 
English vessels, and yet further for the drawing merchants to tho 
port, who may be encouraged When they see us building shipping there, 

I Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660 -1696, 143.144. Forrest's Home Series, :r. 224 • 225. 
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and for the encouragement of the natives in setting th~m ·on wor!.!, 
so that the money expellde,l will remain in the island, aJIl! the 
people he tht' better enal>!cd to pity those duties and rents annually 
recCly",1 frum them, the bc:;,t tInlber beibg procura11e neal' hand 
wryehenp 'Thebe reasons wc doqbt not Wlll be, satisfactory to 
the Company, It tendlllg wholly to the Lenefit and incJ:flase of 
tra,le in that port and island. Whcrefore we conclude to set two 
S!llp~ upon the stocks at their island of Bombay, one about 20P the 
other 300 tons, Ilml to write home to be sent us by the first slup
ping stalldlllg masts,' yard~, guns, pitch, tar, cordage, all other things 
being procnr,ible here 1 

The ComllmslOner~ reached Bombay on the evening of the 2bt 
September 1t,OS, and Ills Majesty's 'Warraut WttS at once dolivered 
to C<ipt,tin G,uy. A. day was spent in preparatIOn for the cercmony. 
and on \Vedne"day the 23rd the Comml~sioners landed and were 
recelve,1 by the Govclnor wlth milItary honours. The island was 
then tah.cn posses:;,ion of In the name of the Honourable Company 
and the necessary transferil effected. '. 

Of these' necessary tranbfers ' the Commissioners give the follow
ing details in their letter to the Plesident, Surat, dated Bombay Boad 
:!8th September 1668. Our last was from on board the Oonstanti
nople Mudltmt of the 20th cu.rlent per hoy Despatch. On the 
21st, in the evenmg, we happily arrived in Bombay road when 
Captam Young and Mr Cotes went on shore to deliver HIS Sacred 
lIaJesty'il letter lhrected to Sir Gervase Lucas and Deputy Governor 
GlUY, as also a pmtICular letter flom John Goodier, copy of which 
is lIerl:'lU enclo~ed, as also Go\oernor Gary's partICular answer leturued 
next rnorlllng by Corporal RoLy. After thiS Governor Gary de
spatched Captam Young and Mr. Cotes on board, to assure us by word 
of month that they were making all possiLle speed for our reception 
on I>hole, and that the next morning would be a convenient time. 
This mes~,lge we gladly received, and returned hy Captain Young 
a cl\'il grateful answer. So we prepared ourseh'es for the nell.t 
day's ceremOll1CS, when according to promise Captain Young and 
oLhel's callie on board to aecompany us on shore. The Commanders 

, of the bhips showed themselves very clVil at our disembarking. as 
well in tllc term of our voyage. Wherefore we humbly entreat your 
partlCul.ll' acknowledgment to them. for we have found them on" 
all occasiom very ready to assi'it us. Captain Ward has .been at 
expelJ~e of "me and cheer more than ordinary, whIch please to 
cOllsi,ler 1tb you think fittmg, and so we leave them to,acquaint you. 

At our landing we were met by Governor Gary, and other officers, 
who at the head of their several Companies mIlitary drawn up 'oy 
the ~f',1 side, received m With very much respect and ceremony alld 
~o accompanied us ll1to the Fort. In the Fort Governor Gary caused 
all the ho\dlers to make theil' Approach toward us in quhtul"Y order, 
fir~t belDg by the Chief Officers commanded to lay down their arms 
and to march towards us wlthout them, ye~ in decent rank. and 

1 Rurat PleBldent & CounCIl's ConsuUation, 7th Sept. 1668, Surat Fact. 1)111r1 1 
of 1660· 16~6. 145. Forrest's Home l:ienes, I. 225·226. 

Cnapter I. 
HIstory. 

Schemes for 
BombllY, 

16l<8. 

Commi8sioners 
reach Bombay, 

1668 



· Chapter 1. 
History. 

Handed to tIle 
Company. 

HibS. 

tIItHistorica! 

32 BOMBA. Y TOWN 

t~ere in the head.of them all he made a short .speech,' much in 
the 110IDur and praise of the Honovrable Company anu caused His 
Majesty's pl'lvy Seal to 4c publicly read. - At which for the gene
mIlty the officers and soldiers were well pleased that..I:Iis Majesty 
had disposed tl1e island to the Honourable Oompany to whom they 
owned ebedience. After this we caused the Company's Commis. 
sion (in parchment) to the President and Council, together with your 
COlllooission to us to be also read publicly. When the rcading was 
over they marched bark to their arms, and took th'l,m up for the 
Honourable'Company when John Goodier mnJe a short speech to 
encourage and confirm them in their obcdience by assuring every 

.man his former quality and pay, Captain Gary excepted. At 
present Captain Gary is vel'y busily employed in making up se\'cral 
accounts, which heing effected he intends to deliver the balance in 
unto us, and promises his utmost endcavour and assistance in tlle 
Company's service. This we have reason to believe, because that 
hitherto he hut.h met all our desires with a ready compliancll, 
indeed it is beyoud VthoJ; we could expect, amI therefore we humbly 
lequest he may be looked upon accordingly. 

'fhe several Officers !1S Captnin Toldery, Lieut. Burgess, Lieut. 
Houghton, Ensign Gollopher, and Ensign Langford were very instru
mental in their several degrees a))(lestations to promote our dcsircs, 
and further the Company's interei>tfl, when divers soldiers d('sel'ted 
theIr service, and With their mutinous exnr~lple had Hke to have 
infected. many morc, who laid down their arms, denying any future 
service. Whel'efortl we were enforced to confine them in a room, in 
order to sending them on board. Which wllC'n they saw, they used tho 
melhutions of Captail1 Toldery that they might be admitted to theil' 
arms again, promising much obedience for the future. They wel:e 
received accorclingly, only lost this by their refractoriness: that the 
ci\'i1ity and kindness we intended to show them, we are now 
enforced to exchange for a more reserved demeanour. 

By the vacancy or Mr. Price, who was Lieut. to the late Governor, 
Lit-ut. Burgess at present Lieut. to Captain TalLlery, claims his place, 
by Illifltary right of succession j also Lieut. Houghton, who is provi. 
sional Licuten,.nt Wlth but Ensign's pay, claim~ his light to Le real 

J.icutenant. Ensign Langford is also but provisionnl Ensign with 
Serje~nt's pay, but he pretends to be real El1'lign 'as is his due So 
that fof th,e llreventing all dis'contents and further obliging them, 
we could wish your Honour's personal appearance here, or thnt you 
would please to give order for Commissions to be given them 
accol"ding to their desires exhibited to us respectively. Samuel 
Burgess made hh humble request to us that according to that 
geneial promise of continuing every, one in their places, he also 
might Le continued in hi,q, whose reasonable ue!>ire we kindly 
recommend tlil your Honoul"s favourable confirmation, as also hiS 
wages accordIng as you in your wisdom shall think him deserving 

As for giving the Englisll1nen encouragement to earn a peny by 
setting and plantmg and breeding of hogs and ducks, it i3 a. 
WOl k of time, and requires rather our observation and study than 
further reply. -As for hogs and ducks they have been looked upon 
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as the annoyance of this i"Iand in the time of corn, being wont to 
hreak down and through the best fences that the hushandr;s of this 
Island afflilch, so that (alll>wtl are~nformedl proclamations have heen 
issued out, f!ll their destroymg as of~en as they are found upon the 
com, Accordmg to your orders we shall defer s~ttmg' of land to 
t,hat purpose till your Honour's coming, which for Dlany 1IVeighty 
res",OllS we desire may be with all cOllvenient speed. 

The Portngue"e Gentn~ and other mhabitants have made ,their 
congra.tul'ltOly'addresses, the fornler petItionmg us for mercy and 
redress (uemg much oppressed, especll111y in the behalf of orphans 
and WIdows whom they pretend to he deprived of their lands), 
to which we gave them a civil answer, encouraging them accord~ 
ing to oreler that they shall have all fair iedress at the President's 
arrival, which we hope to be sudden. So they returned to theIr 
habitations well satisfied. ' 

As for the settling of the Customs, we shal~~ctually observe 
your orders by givlDg all encouragement tQ~hants:- To that 
purpose have settled Mr Cotes at Mahim ay,d for t4.~ present- are 
necessitated to appoint Mr. Francis ill Bombay, who hatlt orders to 
comply With the merchants according to your directions to 118. 

As for the bu~iness of Cullian-Biwnde we have not had time or 
opportunity to enquire concernillg it, having been 80 busilyemploy
ed III several various affairs, and talking so much as some of us 
have lo<,t our vOices; tJIerefore desire your patience till the return of 
the Bantam, when we hope to give satisfaction. 

"Concerning Thana and Bandra we shall enquire, and after in~ 
formatIOn gIVen to us we shall communicate it to you according to 
or,ler. 

For encouragement to merchants we shall observe your direction!. 
set down to us, and hope ere long to reap the fruits·of our labours 
which yet requires some time. Captain Gary makes no dispute of 
money or anything else, but promi'les WIth all expedition to surren
d, "r up to us whatever is here, or in Surat or Persia, so that his 
I'eadme~s shows his sillcerity;. for the Company's serVice, which he 
l"opeb you Will III convement tIme conSider. ~ 

: As for the licenses of tobacco and rents of cocoanuts, we shall at 
l;oore lel"ul'(' mform our'lelves and send you an account thereGi. 
, As to tll£' slildiers. that are marlners~ we nnd none de5\roull to 

J,eave the Company's service but two seamen who are debauched 
and ill-governed men, therefore are sent on board Capt. Ward With 
"he character befitting their deportment. 
, As for the Chesnut pink much charge has been laid out up/)n 
kH~r, bemg in a great part repaIred, yet wi\l require some time ere 
she is fitted, which we will hasten what possibly we can. For her 
quicker despatch we have thiS day made Henry White Commander 
a~cording to your orders and have also made Fl'ancis MorefNood 
Bl)atswam, and the re'lt of the officers and seamen We shall place 
according as we see occasion and desert. 

We have acquamted. Captain Gary thnt the ncknowledgment for 
, B 118:;-5 
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thlJlisland shall be1tuthenticated in what manner 'Will best content 

.him, at '{hleh he is well pleased and satisfied and thankful for your 
care. 

f' 
For the two sbips intended 'to be built there are some preparahlons 

made already, a81 some quantity of timber and more will shortly be 
procured, after we have learnt the experience of these parts. Which 
may give us further light into what you mention concerning the 
Portuguese Customs, and we do not doubt but expedIents may be 
found to .regulate their actiono!!. Hirji Modi we sha1't advise withal 
c0ncerning the timber, at a more leisureable tifne; in the mean 
time we have used arguments to persuade him to be honest and 
iRd ustrious as he promises. ; 

The 10,000 rupees mentioned are safe in the Company's fort. 
We should have been glad that the broadcloth you intended 
had been shipped on the Constantinllple Merchant, for we are in
formed that some will vend in these part"!, wherefore have desired 
the quantity expressed, in the note of other goods here enclosed, to 
which please to be refereed. The Chirurgery Chest is brought on 
shore and in the doctor's custody. Will. Menchin was intended 
home, but upon second thought desires to continue in the Com
pany's service, and so accordmg to order we have his note herewlth 
sent for the Honourable Company;s satIsfaction. The Constan~ 
tinople we were necessitated to continue in the road to this day, 
in regard that yesterday was the Sabbath day and the tides fallmg 
out so early hath occaslOned her stay a day longer, f0r which we 
crave your favour~vle censure. _ : 

Mr. Streinsbam Master doth now return on the Constantinop1e 
Merchant in conformity to your order. though our extraordinat,y 
occasions require a person of hIS abilities and deserts, who as ~ 
hath been so Wj;Juld have yet further been very useful to us in th s 
juncture ot business~ but our occasions must submit to your pIe ~ 
sure; he will more fully satisfy you of all -proceedings in thes 
parts; we wish him a prosperous passage and safe arrIval with you,. 
,Captain Young is invested in the charge of Captain Gary's (;om~ 
pany.oJ. foot soldiers, a list whereof, as"'aJso of Captain l'oldery's. i~ 
now sent. The book of account Captain Young intends to enter upoq 
with all convenient speed, for whose -assistance we have appointecl 

".Mr. J!l.o. Martyr. . 
, ORe Peter tltephenson, who at our first landing was very mutinou~ 
and refractory, and laid down his arms, hfl,ving used many oath~ 
and imprecatiotls that he would never serve the Honourable Com-I 
pany, but among the first lUrid down his arms refusing to take the;J 
u,p again till (by whatever persuasioJils) the next day, excusing the~ 
his former error by pretence of being in. drmk, yet the very sam~ 
night was drowned in a well.and S0 attained not to the honour h:e 
was unworthJ of, dying thus suddenly as a terrible example. 

M:1idan desires to take his passage on the ship which we grant¢d 
'him in respect of hIS urgent and earnest occasions at Surat, whr?se 
~xperienc:e here ?ath made him .very ~ble to do us service.; theref<rre 
'1f you thmk fittmg, your bcensmg hIS return to us agam may I be 

\ 
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useful to us III our future proceedings; h~ wiII inform you wiao 
cloth and other commod1tles Will velld hele, to whom ple~e to be 
rpfened. _ 

Our oC(,!\~!0ns in regard of addmg SOllie necessary building to the 
hou.", Will req Ulre two caTpenters ana two bricklayers. Those whlCh 
were ldtely sent for hence are reputed very honest men, .which if 
proeUl able Will be very useful to us. 

Ono Mr Thos. DuPleSSIS, a French gentleman of quality that 
came ovor "Itn Sir Abraham Shipman, With whose death he 10f\t his 
hopes of prd, l'lllelit, havlllg server! several years in HIs Majesty's 
sel vice !Iud havlllg resolved before this alteratIOn to go home by the 
tirst, lla\ lllg to that end obtained Captam Gary's leave and passport 
recommendatory, upon hiS desire to us expressed we' have given 
him lea' e to take h1s passage on the ~hip. 

We bave taken out of the Constantinople Merchant 251 plates of 
copper and 2 hhds. of alum, whieh we hope shortly to di~pose- of to. 
advantage. 

Ram~lma,r (Rl\mchandra Shenvi) the Por~ugal scrivan (clerk) is so 
necessary fOl hI'> knowledge of all the afirurs of the island by his so 
long re'>I<icncp h,'re, that we are forclld to make Use of him, desiring 
,your approbatIOn. 
I Naw Wl' are near the conclusion. We find we want the Com
,pauy's Spa!, ~herefore please at your convenient tune to afford u~ 
\pne, which I" all we ,have time for at present to trouble you with. 
,'We shall conclude With our hearty prayers that God would give a 
/,le",,,ing to all our labours and that his goodness may successfully 

rowll all our endeavours, which we shall never be wanting in to 
ppr()ve nUlsdves. Your Honour's faithful and most humble 

~ ervduts-J,!Jm Goodier, H. Young, '['ho. Cotes.-Bombay, Septemrr ~Sth, loGS. 
P.S -The lIst of the soldiers, above promised, is not sent because

~ the shortne&S of time we could not conveniently muster, there_ 
fore craye your Honour's excuse, and for the Bantam we shaJl 
despatch It With all expedit,ion, resoldng for the future to ~e mora 
punetual-J. G, H. Y" T. C.1 ,. 

In the following year (1669) the Court appointed Sir George
OXln(len to be PreSIdent at Surat with a CounCIl oli eight, Mr ... Geral~ 
Aungier, MI Mathew Gray, Mr. Thomas Rolt, Mr. Hem;y Young, 
AIr :strelll.,ham l\Iaster, Mr. Charles James, Mr. Philli'p Gyfford, ani' 
Mr Alexander Gngby, five of whom were constantly to reside at. 
Smat, p!lrtlCularly Mr. Aungier, Mr.fGray, and Mr. James. Bruce 
notICes tIns as the first example of a regular cOWltltution w.ith 
checks in the Company's Foreign dependeDcles.z 

, When the Court of Directors took into. consideration the report 
pf the Presiqency of Surat on the events which h~d attended the 

I CommiSSIOners to Surat, 28th September 1668, Bombay Gazette and Times of 
.\ldIR of JUth Novemher 1892, from BlfdwQod'allecordp at the IndIa Office. 
~I' Bruce's Annals, II 252.2J3. 811' George Oxmden dIed on l4th July 1669 and 

; r. C. Aungler succeeded him as Pre81d~nt at "urat. Bruce .Annals, II 1I6L 
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takWg posst!ssit'm of the island of Bombay, and the appointment 
'of Captain Young to be Deputy Governor, they came to the 
Tollowing'resolutions With respect fO the buildmg of vessels for 
the defence of the island, .they appointed "Mr. Warwick Pett to 
proceed to Bombay and to construct two vessels, for WlilCh equip
ments and stores -Would be sent on the ships of the seMon,"explain
ing that their reason for appointing Mr, Pett wfis his practical 
knowledge of ship building, in which he could instruct the settlers 
to the· advantage of the island. They next appoip.teo. Captain 
Smith and Captain Toldery, two of the officers ~commanding the 
military at Bombay, to act as engineers who were to employ under 
them such persons in the garnson as might be qualified to assist 
in constructing and repairmg the fortIfications, being of opinion 
that professional men could not be obtained in England without 
large salaries and that they probably might expose the Company 
to heavy charges from the speculations into which men of thIS 
description usually lead their employers. The Court also Intimated 
to the Presidency of l::)urat that any application to the Crown of 
Portugal for redress woyld be hopelesR, and therefore that the 
Deputy Governor and his Council must endeavour to strengthen 
the Island so as to prevent obstructions from Thana and Karanja, 
and to retaliate by exactmg customs from the Portuguese till they 
could brin~ them to a reasonable accqJnmodation of trade. ' 

On the subject of the claims of the Portuguese to lands on the 
island, the Court ordered that it should be Itjcertained whether 
the lands belonged to the Crown of Portugal or to individuals in 
1661, the date of the' cession, and that Iill acquisitions posterior to 
that date must be held to have proceeded from an. imperfect right.; 
StIll, as it would be imprudent to delay strengthening the fort orl 
building the tOWD, the presidency were authorized to purchase the 
lands in the immediate vicinity of the fort, provided the expense~ 
did not exceed £1500. The Deputy Governor was ,also mstructed' 
for the improvement of the island, to encourage plantations of 
pepper, and manufactures of the cloths which had formerly been 
brought from the neighbouring continent, and, if possible, to render. 
such cloths a fabric Qf the island Tlte inhabitants were to be 
al1owe<! a moderate toleration; but the claims of the Jesuits, though 
admiSSible by the Portuguese usages, were not to be held valid in 
a!t Englfsh settlement,1 

In 166+1, Mr. Young, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, reported 
to the Court th'at the fortifications were improved; that the garrison 
required a supply of recruits and accommodation for the soldiers 
and the families of settlers who had arrived in the ships from 
Europe; and that application had been made by the Sidi of Rajapur 
(Rajpuri) for an asylum at Bombay in case he should be obliged to 
aban<lon Rajpuri to Shivaji. The Deputy Governor submitted that as 
Rlijpuri had fOfmerly been deemed an object of importance to the 
Company, because, with a small Em'opeaD gl).l'rison, it could llOld, 

) 

1 The Court to the President a.nd Coun~11 of Surat 2nd August 1669 and l'1tl: 
February ~670. Bruce's Al\lla!s, n. 254 - 256, • 
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out against any attack eithijr of ShivaJi or the :Mdghal, it mi!ht 
be prudent, under the present circumstances, to get POsscRwon of It,. 
as It would place the "Compaby's trade and shippmg in a better 
sltuntlUn than they were at Bombay or ~ven at Surat.1 

Before tLe close of 1669 Mr. A.u~gier who had .become doubtful 
of the pI utlence of Mr Young's adnllnistratlOn of Bombay~ recalled 
hl1n to Surat "Mr Aungier instructed the other CommisslOners to take 
chalge of the Island tIll he should him~elf arrive and promulgate the 
clnl ,toll m!lit~ry rt'gu1,\tions sent by the Court. He was of opinion 
that It would be dangerous to entertain the proposal of the Sidi of 
RaJpun to prot{!ct hIm at Bombay, as this might offend the ~foghal 
and be followed wIth dIsastrous effects to Surat, he therefore 
recOlllmended the -Cou,ncifat Bombay to give evasive answers to the 
Sllll's apphc<Ltions and to lay aside the project of obtallling posses
&ion of DJ,nda RaJpuri, though it might afterwards become a 
subject of consideratlOn. The Deputy Governor Mr. Young resign
ed hl~ office on the 13th November 1669 to Mr James Addams 
and five Commisbioners, and embarked WIth his family for Surat.2 

A. dispute between the Dutch and the Portuguese attracted the 
notice of the Governor of Sm'at who suspected that the English 
had been pal ties to the dIspute and that the scheme of the Europeans 
wa.~ to ruin the trade of Svrat by seizing on their junks and 
wlthdrawmg to Bombay. This suspicion obliged Mr. Aungier to 
remain at t::iurat till he could despatch the ships for Europe. 
He dIrected one of t'hem to touch at :Bombay and receive from the 

~
ommlssloners a full report for the Court on the state of the forti
cations and docks, and on the reinforcements reqUIred for the 

~ arrl&on ThIS report stated that the stock had been employed in 
l~lOvldlllg Investments, but that the expenses incurred for building 
~he fort at Bombay to render It maccesslble to a European enemy, 

/
woulr! require a separate fund from that Intended for the provlbion 
of the mvestment The supply of special funds could alone 
render the Island a secure reRidence for native traders and manu-
facturcrs.3 

In ]669 Captain Henry.,Young who had been Deputy Q;overnor 
of Bomhl1Y was accused of many irregularities. At a constfitation 

I on the 27th November 1669 the Surat Counell deCIded that Bombay 
1 was the mo~t convement place for the investigation. 4 In .:.{;Lnuary 
-1670 it W:19 concluded that Mr. Charles James and Mr. 4-lexander 

Grigby ;,hould accompany the President to Bombay to assj"t lUlU 
ill Council. 6 

I Bombay to the Presidency of Snrat, 4th August, 6th and 16tb October,· and 
2nd November 1669. (SUlat Letter Book. Vol. LVIII. pages 123, 148,151, 153) 
Bruce, II 268 

• The Presldenry of Sorat to the Commissioners at Bombay, 1st November 1669. 
Bomba.y to SUI'at, 15th Noyember 1669. Bruce, 11.269. • 

3 The PreSIdency of Sura.t to tbe Court, 2G1>h November 1669. 13ruce, II. 269·270. 
• Twenty-one cbarges were brougbt against Mr. Young. Tbe tual ended With 

an order that he should be taken on shipboard and sent to England. See Anderson'. 
Engh.b In Western India 97·98, and BOlnbay ConsultatIOn dated 22nd January 1669 
(should b. 1670) In Su.",t Fllct. DIllry 1 of 1660 -1696. 

~ Sur .. t ConsulL"tlOn 2nd January 1670, Surat FIICt. DIary 1 of 1660 -1696. 
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l\-esident Aungier embarked at Surat.on the 11th January 1670. 
On his arlOival at Bombay, after inve~tigating the accusatIOns against 
Captain Young, Goyernor Aungler plfblif>he<1.the Oompany's regu
lations for the CIvIl and milltary administration of the. island. 11e 
formed two Conr~ of Judicature; the inferior court to c~nslst of a. 
Oompany',il civil officcr, assisted by native officers, who were to take 
cugmzance of all dlsputes under 200 Xeraphms (Rs. 140); and the 
superio£ ~ourt to consist of the Deputy Governor and Oouncil to hear 
appeals from the inferior court, and to take cogmzanc~ of all civil 
and criminal cases. The decisions of the SUperIOl' oourt were to be 
finall and without appeal, except 10 cases of the greatest necessity. 
Both courts were to meet re/Sularlyonce a week. He next reduced 
the milItary establishment from two to one company, but made 
provision for the supernumeraries till this small estabIishrueat 
should be brought into form. He appointed a supervisor of the 
fortifications. and an account.ant to keep regular books of the 
expendIture. Without receding from the prmClple he modIfied the 
exemption from taxes for five years, recommendeu by the Court, 
to encourage the merchant.;; and manufacturers. by continuing the 
old customs on the produce of the island, on cocoanuts and coil' 
used as cord~ge, and on wine, arrack, opium, and tobacco. he 
exempted bullIon and the goods specified in the Court's order from 
all customs j and, to cover the loss of !'evenue, imposed a port-duty 
of one per cent. The result of a survey of the land showed the 
land revenue had been over-rated by not deducting the large pro
portion claimed and retained by the Jesuits. On the other hand 
the amount of the l~sser inland customs had been under-rated. 
When put up to sale they produced £200 more in 1669-70 than 
in the preceding year. Wlth regard to the projected town, the 
expenses incurred in erecting the fort had rendered it a subject 
for future consideration. As the claims for Tights to lands near 
the town had been numerous. he had removed the fishermen to some 
dIstance, and intended to build houses on the ground where their 
huts stood. IIi would lequire time to adjust the foundations. 
of the rights to lands before houses for the settlers and merchauts 
could be.<+l'ected.1 

In February 1670 as the Governor ha.d shortly to return tJ Surat .. 
it i"as resolved that in regard of his great abilities and experience 
in the fhanagement of affairs, Mr: Mathew Gray should be 
Deputy G"overqor and Commander-in-Chief; Mr. Ph. Gyfford, 
Accountant and Second in Oouncil, Mr. Thomas Oolts. Customer 
of Mahim; Mr. Robert Ba.rbor, Customer of Bombay; and Mr. John 
Martin, Secretary Ol~ RegisLer to the Council. That in military 
affair~ CQ.ptain John Burges and the l"est of the Commission officcri 
be call<:\d to OOjlncil and that in-civil matters Mr. Sterling be 
assistant in Council. 2 • 

• 
1 Presldency of Sura.t to the Court, 30th March 1670. Bruoe's Anna.ls. II. 

271-272. 
1 Bomba.y Consulta.tion,12th Februa.ry 1670, Surat Factory DIary 1 of 1660 -1696. 

On hiS return to Snra.t on the 11th Ma.rch 11170, Mr. Aungler found the town in n. 
great ala.rnl from a. threatened In'-IISlOn by SluvaJI.. Bruce. II. 272. 
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Before leavinO' Bombay (February 1670) the Governor dec~ed 
to make use of "a resIdent on the island a Portuguese by name. 
Simao Serrao, a mun ",ell reaa in the civil and un penal 1aws and 
one who bv his experience and pract~o III the laws and customs 
of the 1'01 hlO'uese was ably qualIfied to do the Company effectual 
and good sel~>lce in dISCO\>enng theIr ju~t right auod privil~ge. '1'he 
Deputy Governor was to make use of Sllllao as occasIOn presented 
for the common benefit, rewardmg hun as he shall merit and the 
COlmcil deelTh convenient.1 • 

He also decided that the Company's proposals concerning the 
bUilding of wharfs docks and cranes being a work of time should 
be reserved to future consIderatIOn. As to the suggestIOn that the 
COlllp,my should make Bombay a free port for five years he desired 
the Council serlOub1y to conSider whether thiS grant would answer 
the end the Company aimed at and bring trade to the port, and 
if so whether conindermg the smaDness of the Company's qUick 
stock m Imha and the gleat charge they were at in raIsmg the 
fUI tlficatlOns they could afford to make the expenment.2 

At Surat the affairs of Bombay contrzlUed to engage Plesident 
A ungler's attention 'rhe SJrat DIary for 28th October 1670 
details a consultation on letters received from Bombay. Atter 
~enous del,ate it was res~lved that the Deputy Governor and 
Council's proceedings touchmg the altermg the price of rice, raising 
a breastworl{ upon the wall of the fort, and setting up the gates, 
be approved; that I'tobert Kirby, now carpenter of the ship OXlllden, 
be ordered to repair to Bombay for the service of the Company's 
afl:~\lrs there; and that certain Idle brIcklayers be turned out S 

On the 10th Ja.nuary 1671 the PreSIdent resumes in a letter to 
the COUl t of Directors: Now we are on discourse of your island 

,Boml,ay, we humbly recommend to you certam rude proposals 
which have offered themselves to our thoughts tendmg as we 
hope to render the colony useful III some measure to Englund, 
anu in a condItion to bear lts own charge. We entreat you to 
receIve these proposal~ under your debate and what part thereof 
you bhall in your wisdomodetermine worthy to be put In. practice, 
please to strengthen us With suffiCient power or inst.tuctions 
that your orders may be the more fully obeyed. Your ships 
George and Charles-the former whereof we expect ~ddealy 
from Qupda and the latter now lying in on freight for PJlrsia-are 
w('akly 1II11 nned, having lost most of their men by mortality: These 
we have supplIed from Bombay. Hereafter for the better manning 
of your shipping, as also the brigandines or frigates to be built 
and the hoys, we humbly propose that it would be necefisary 
to reqUIre all the Commanders of the shipping you send to these 
ports to bring out supernumerary men according to their respective 
burthc1l8 at the owner's charge; that so they may leave some spare 

I Bombay Consultation, 12th February 1670, Surat Fac~ DIary 1 of 1660 .'1696. 
, Bombay Consultl\tlon 6th February 1670, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660 -1696. 
I Surat Cou&nltatl()n dated Swally Marme. 26th Octol;)el' 1670, Burat Fact. Diary 

1 of 16\)0 - 169l>. 
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Cha.pter I.· me.' behind'th:m by whieh means your ships will be the better 
History. -.supplied without charge to you. Some mates and masters for such 
. 'P Is frigates:.s shalt be designed to be bdilt for the use of your island 

Ato11g1er167I~oposa , Bombay will also be wanted' 1 .. 

As intimated i~ the above I etter of January 1671, the President 
and Coull&il at Surat submitted the following proposals ~ouching 
Bombay Island ." ' 

Thai; in regard the general charges of the isla~cl, now that 
the customs are given free and the seized lands re,!!tored, are great 
and do far exceed the revenue, therefore to the end that the sole 
burthen of the charge may not light on the Company oply, seeing 
they reap no benefit thereby, it seems reasonable that a general 
tax or assessment be enordered on the respective inhabitants over 
and above the present /01'0, which is only a kInd of quit-rent and 
very inconsiderable. . 

That the said tax be proportioned not only towards defraying 
the charge of the garrison but also all {)ther general charges of 
what nature soever, to wij,: . ' 

(1) Drawing a line of fortification for the new town to be 
built. . 

(2) Building a mould and docks for shipping when it shall be 
thought fitting. • 

(3) Building' a fair common house, wherein may be also 
appointed chambers for the Courts of Justice, warehouses or 
granaries for corn .and ammunition, as also prisons for several 
offenders. 

(4) Salaries or wages for Public officers, to wit: 
a. Governor, "I ' 
b •• Deputy Governor, 1 -
c. Treasurer, ~ d A " t t 
d. Accountant, I an SSlS an s.-
e. Council, 
/. S'ecretary. j 
g. Judge of the Courts oftJudicature and officers. 
h. Procurator General and his clerks. 
i. Public ~otary. 
j. Sheriff or Chlef Constable and officers. 

" k. Other necessary officers. 
(5) Building of six galleys or brigandines for the guard of the 

port and for convoys. \ 
'l'hat the said tax or assessment be appointed and commanded 

by tlublic order from the Honourable Company to theIr Governor. 
and Council, who mus~ be required to levy and proportion it in 
such Bature as may be least burthensome to the people and may 

1 Surat Government (Messrs. Aungier, Gra.y, James and Grigbie) to the Court 
of DIrectors, Swally Manne, 10th January 1671, Surat Faa. Out. Letter Book 1 of 
1630·1675,202. Forrest's Home Series, I 44.45. -

2j:juratFact. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630 ·1673, 217·221. Forrest'~ Home Serics, I. 51· 56. . . 
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not di~c~urage strangers from commg to live with u~. That ItJbe. 'Ch~ptar I. 
levied only on IllJ1d and not Oil any goods or merchanjlise, the, l.lstory. 
rather fOI tlmt the land bears flo charge at all, 1101' hath done since , ~ d h t Aungier'. Propos .. l., It \\ a<; 10 the English pOSSel'SlOn, notwltnstan mg t e grea seCUl'lty 1671 
and fl~eclo'in they have enjoyed., Whereas forn,lerly, under the 
Portugal Government, they were forced to make often sub'ijdies and 
free dOlllltlOns toward>. bearing the public charge of the State of 
I DllIa, An example wheleof occurred the year before the po<;~ession 
nf the 1,I>1nd was granted to the Honourable Company, when 
Colpt till G~lly, then Governor, did demand supply of the P01'0 or 
lllhabitant~, who WiIllllgly offeled R>., 12,000 towards bUlldlllg the 
fngutes and other charges, which it seems was not received 

That a Pubhc Register or Chamber of Accounts be appointed 
whelem all the present revenues and profits of the island as also 
the general charges of the government shall be entered. And that 
the sJ.id accounts be commltted to tha trust of certain Commis
SIOners, men fearmg God and of honest reputation, for pl'eventmg 
allY fr IUd or embezzlement of the puhlIc stock, and that a true 
nud exact balance be drawn every year 01 the said accounts, and 
th,lt whatsoeve\ the mcome or revenue of-the island falls short of 
the gallelal <lebts or disbursements, be leVied on the people m such 
It manner as may be best accommodated to their ease and satis-
factIOn. • 

That an excise be set on all drinks and strong liquor. 
For the encourage~ent of Trade: 

That interest be settled and reduced to nine per cent, and that. 
all manner of extortIOn be prohibited on severe penalty. 

That liberty be granted as a particular priVilege to those 
that IlIha1,lt on the i~land of Bombay to trade not only to all these 
parts of India, but also to the ports and islands of,'the South Seas,_ 
Bantam not excepted; prOVided that no Enghsh freemen do settle 
their famIlies and trade in those places where the Company's 
Factolles are settled, nor deal in any of the Company's commo-
dltles. 10 

That companies or fellowships be erected for the betl~er and 
more able carrymg on of any trade, and that certain priVileges 
and )mmllDltics be gJ;'anted to the said societies for thetr greatep 
encoul'Ug,>ment. • 

That for the greater advance of trade the Company would 
piease to give order for the le!lding out certain sums of money to 
the sald SOCieties and other honest merchants, they paying interest 
for the same and giving sufficient securlties eithf'r in land pawns 
or otherWise for making full satlsfaction. This course and 
polIcy was practised formerly by the Dukes of Florence with very 
remnt ka.ble succe5S, to the raising the trade and much enriching 
the Port of Leghorne and consequently to the great increase of 
their customs and revenues. 
That for the greater security of the port against Mallabarll. 

Savgonas (Sanganians 1) and Arab pirates, certain sea laws b • 
• 1186-6 
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establishea fo~encouragement of privateers to go out in search of sa.id 
pirates, to whom the Company ml1y lend the frigate, or other ve~sels 
which tbey build on certain condltrions, Dt.\melv, the said vessel or 
frigate to have so many shfi,re~ Qf what prizes shall be taken and the 
rest to be divided among the adventurers accordil'lg to their 
respectile proportion, the ship !rd, provision ird, the men ird. 

That encouragement be given for, artificers and, handicraftsmen 
of alk,sorts to come out and live on the island with their families, 
who must be bound to settle on the island, or at le'a,t to continue 
so many years there. To whom for the firs~ year or two the 
Company may allow whole pay for their present maintenttnce till 
they are settled in their way of trade, and that afterwards the 
Company may allow them but 11alf or quarter pay, they having 
means to live and maintain their families by their trades. And lD 

case Englishmen are not to be p.ersuaded there, that the" Company 
would please to invite and encourage artificers and handicraftsmen 
of aU other nations to settle there with their families, provided 
they be of the reformed religion. ~l'he handicraftsmen which are 
chiefly wanting are hrisbandmen and gal'dener'i who understand 
planting and improving of grounds, the ground of Bombay' being 
apt to receiye and bring forth any seed or plant whatsoever 
when the tunes and seasons of planting nre sufficiently understood; 
weavers both of silk and cotton: who in a short time may 
procure to themselves a very comfortable livelihood j CI1.rptmtels for 
building of houses as well a~ ships who are m~ch wanted and much 
esteemed; smiths ~ho also .ale mnch wanted; gunsmiths and lock· 
smiths, armourers, bakers, cool}s, shoemakers, taIlors, dyers, barbers, 
button-makers, ribbon-weavers) butchers, haberdashers of small 
ware, and others .. 

That there be encouragement for the building of ships and 
vessels, that 1's, a paciicular privileg1\ in the customs or otherwIse 
for so many years. provided, that aft~r being built they be not 
suffered to be sold to . .other place, but to be employed in voyages 
for ten years or more, and that when any sueh vessels are sold to 
other parts doublo custom be paid for them accordiug to the value 
of Ute ship. 

'rhat no English- freemen be suffered to leave the island but 
withsthelicense and consent of the Governor and Council, and that 
if he d4lsign to make voyages abroad, he give in security to return 
at. such a titbe to the island after expiration of the voyages, other. 
WIse a fine to be forfeited to the Company. 

?"-,hat fd~ the encouraging good husbandry, by preventing the 
""-tm .,and llnmoderate excess of apparel, as. also for the greater 
consumption of our own native manufactures, a standing law be 
established by the ,Honourable Company that no apparel or out· 
ward garmeIj,ts, to WIt tunics, vest, doublet, breechec;, be used or 
worn by any Christian inhabitants on the said island, tho&e of the 

-Eastern Church excepted, of what quality, nation, and condition 
,soever, but such as are made of ~Dgli:,h manufactures or brought 
out of England in our own shipping whether of silk wool 01' cotton. , 
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TIle grounds and reasons for establishing this BO' n&essal'Y Jl.n 
order, and the good consequences and advantage/! which will acrUe 
thereflolll, are so obvio'is as woll to the Company as to the~inhabit
ants. that they need not be enlarged ~ on. And for the better 
supply of the island wlth Eno-hsh manufactures that the HOllour
able Company would please to send out yearly' such quantities 
of serges, perpetuanoes, shaloons, and other light and,cheltp stuffs 
such ail ale u>ually worn in En<rland in the su.mmer tunes, as also 
all sorts of fashIOnable silks ~cording to the mode of En'gland, 
wludl llhly be so1d at reasonable prices for the greater encourdqe
ment of the inhabltants to weal' them; and for the better con
fill1latIOn dud continuance of thlS law that certain fines and penalties 
be lllfhctcd on any whomsoever, whether English or other, that 
~hall attt'lllpt to make breach thereof. 

That fot' the greater decency of the military order all the 
soldler;:, as well offi~rs as others, be requ.ired to wear red serges or 
perpetuanoes only in the summer time, or red cloth in the wlUter, 
whlCh &llaU be afforded them at rea<;onable and cheap rates frolll the 
Company's warehouse, to which end 'the Govt'rnor, Deputy 
Governor, and the rest of the Council be adVlwd to gl\'e the soldiery 
encOUr.lgPillf'nt by their own exalllple. 

That in regald the Beas adjacent and belonging to the island 
do afford gl't~at quantities of fish, not only for the supply of 
the blaflll but for tl alte into 'the neighbouring ports, whereof 
neither the Go\'ernm'tmt nor the inhabitants in general receive little 
or,any benefit by reason of the eVil managemellt thereof, at prehent 
belUg commltted Ivholly to the KolIs, that the Honourable Oompany 
woulll please to order some ordinance to be estaLlished for the 
enC(lUragement of Iohlppmg, either by free customs for a eertaiu 
tIme or ~ollle other pnvlleges, and also would please to seud out 
some h&hmongers With thelr families with rulefl for erectmg a 
compally of fi~hmoDgers that better order may be observed therein. 

In order to preserve the G(}vernment in a constant regular 
metho,j free from that confUSIOn which a hody composed of so many 
natIOns WIll be subject to, .t were reqUIsite that the several nations 
At present inhabltmg or hereaft~r to mhabit on the isrand of 
.BombdY be reduced or modelled into so many orders or tribes, and 
that e,len n,Ltion may have a ChIef or Consul of the same JlatioI\ 
appoHlted o,'cr them by the Governor and Council whose ~uly and 
ottIce llllbt he to represent the grievances which nl.~mbers of any 
of the bald natIOn shall receive from the Chrh,tians or any other, as 
abo to anl>wel' for what faults any of the said nation shall commit, 
that the of.'enders be brought to punishment and that what duties 
or fines are due to the Company may be tImely satisfied. HIS olliee 
may be also to arbitrate and determine all contro\'ersies which 
m"y arise Letwe.m saId nation, in case the parties ale so agreed, 
otherwise they are to be brought before the Judge of. the (JOUI ts of 
JudIcature Further, the duty of said Oonsul mUbt be to make an 
exact toll-book or register of the saId nation, prmcipally the number 
of persons inhahitmg and settled with their mcrease, as also 
the voyages coming in and going out, together with what arms or 
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anqnunitiO!l tl!ey bring in or carry out, w~ich toll-book nr register 
roust be yearly sent lD to the Governor or his Deputy Governor 
and Co~cil as well for security as f~r an ortlerly exact knowledge 
how the island increaseth ~r diminisheth hI trade and inhabitanls. 
Now as to the choice of these Oonsuls, it seems necessal~ that they 
be chosen yearly or at mObt every third year i that at their election 
they talle an oath of £dehty, in suel! terms as the Honourable 
Company "hall please to impose on them; and that such who mmit 
well f".om the Honourable Oompany by good service,.advancmg' of 
trade inhabitants or shipping, or bring any cQnsiderable profits 
and emolument19 to the island, be rewarded by some particular 
honours and specimens of the Honourable Oompany's favour 
towards them, that others also may be invIted to desel'Ve in the 
same nature, -

For the more constant and secure supply of the island with 
Gorn grain and provisions of all sorts, that a stock be employed 
yearly, either of the Company's or of the island's, for the supplying 
the island with wheat, rice, hutter, oil, wood and other provisions, 
which being boughtat the best hand and in the cheapest tImes, may, 
as occasion serves, be distrIbuted and sold to a leasonable pront, 
reserving always such a store as shall bejudged necessary to supply 
the garrison in case of danger for three years at least To which end 
sufficient and secure granaries must be bUllt in several places to 
reserve said store from loss, embezzlement, putrefaction, and there
fore ought to be entlusted to able and consci6iltious men who may 
be obliged to render a strict account thereof. to the Governor and 
Council every mOl'lth or at most every three months on severe 
penalty to be inflicted)n case of default. 

That persons of honest report be appointed to visit the shops 
of the Moodys or vIctuallers which sell all sorta of provi;'lOns 
by retail, tG> oVirse~ and examine the quality of saId provisions of 
what sort soever it be that it be good and wholesome in its kind. 
Ana if OD. examination it proveth not good, to take it away and 
burn it and also lay some severe fine on the offender. Ana further 
that set prices be appointed on all provisions regulated III weight 
and II\oosure according to justice and th~ public good and encourage-
ment of the inhabitants. -
.' That English weights and measures be appointed by publio 
auth01'1ty to be alone used on the island and all others prohiblted, 
to whicl'! end. that standard weights and measures be llent on 
purpose out of England by t~e next ships., 

Whereas hitherto for want of suffiCient number of able English
mep qualIfied thereunto, we have been foreed to serve 'ourselves 
of the native Portuguese for Justices, Constables, and other public 
offices, especlally in the Lower Courts of JudIcature, who not, 
understanding the English language, the proceedmgs of the said 
Courts, as ali:!Otof the Upper Courts, have been hithelto of neceMlty 
done in the Portuguese language, whlCh is not only dishonourable 
in itself but also exposes the government and proceedmgs of said 
Courts to many inoonveniences I Wherefore for the preventing 
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thereof it is indispensably necessary that all proceEfdiu1;s in s";d Chapter X. 
COUI ts of Judicature be done altogether in tI., Enghsh language. History-
For the better manag.ment \Vhereof that the Company would AunglOr'. Proposal .. 
please to send out yearly a converuer .. t number of persons well 1071. 
yuahfied fVO' said otiice~ whose charges and sahmes must be pu.ld out 
of the fees fines and amerci!tments -(pardons) wluclt shall Rllse flom 
the saId Courts, which will be a good livelIhood for them,' so that 
they be not any charge to the Comphny, havmg freedom to trade to 
improve theIr stocks to the most advantage. This Will be a lneans 
to btlengthen' th'1. Enghsh mtelest on the island, which at plesent 
IS low auJ ",euk, Hnd consequently not so much esteemed uy the 
natn.:s as It ought to be. ' 

Whereas, for want of Englif>h women, many of tlle Englif>h and 
other Protestant soldiers sent out, do marry WIth Portuguese mesties 
(half-caste women), natives of the i~land, who are Rowan Cathohcs, 
by whIch means the chlldlen of the saId Protestants are through 
theIr father's neglect brou~ht up in the Roman CatholIc principles 
to the great dIshonour and weakening the PlOtef>tant rebglOn and 
mterest· \\ herefore for the preventing th. evil consequences which 
may m tIme accrue thelCfrom, that the Company would please not 
only to encoUlage the benuing out of ~~nglish women, but also to 
eSlauh"h a blaudlllg order that the children of all Protebtant fathers 
be 1)1 ought up cal'dully in 'he PlOtestant relIgIOn, thongh the 
mothels th~ILOf be Rowan CatholIcs, and that severe penaltIes be 
IllflKted on all offen<jers, especldlly on the Padles who shall endeav
our to baptlbe the saId children or any way attempt to mvelgle 
01' entIce them away from the Protestant faIth." 

That the Company would send out some men who understand 
the maklllg of redlead, which being- of great expense m these 
parl~ w,)uld turn well to account, not only III cOllbumptlon of great 
qUrllllltles of lead, but confining the manufactv.re thereof solely to 
the Island of Bomba,y, where It mIght be Bold much cheaper and 
employ Engli&hmen thereon. The Moghal government of Surat is 
so Jealou~ hereof that, notwlthstandmg all our endeavours for these 
three years, we cannot pr~cure any person that. understands the 
maklllg redlead to go to Bombay, nor can we get any frotn other 
places, and therefore It wele necessary they were sent from England. 

That for the greater encouragement of manufactures. eithet· 
of SIlk or cotton on the island, public lIberty be gran~d to all 
perbolls to brIng in cotton weavers and SIlk wea\'ers on their ac
counts, for the employmg theIr own private stocks .And that what 
gooJs they shall make propel' for Europe markets, the Company 
IDay buy them at certain reasonable rates to be agreed on wher!lby 
they may have !l competent lIvelihood, and that III case, the pro
VIders of saId goods shall delure rather to dispose of said goods 
a1road. and can have a better price from others than from the 
Company, that they be left at liberty to dispose of~ them to their 
most advantage. 

'J'hat all Englishmen whatsoever, whether in the Company's 
.ervice or freemen, as also all others of the reformed religion, marry-
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Chapter I.· ing on the·istlnd of Bombay, do bind themselves on their maniage 
Hi~ry. to live on Bombay ten or seven years at least, during which time 

they mu\t not be sutfered to transpoct theI\'selves for England on 
Aungier's Proposo,ls, I d d h 11 f 1671. any pretence whatsoever, ~1 css Imme late or ers s a come rom 

The Mahaja.n's 
PetItion, 

1671. 

the Honourable Company in England to license their"departurc, 
anu tIll'! on the forfeIture of a conbliIerable penalty on all who 
shall offe\td herein. 

For the more strict observation of all laws and ordinances 
already made or hereafter to be made by the Honourablo Com[)any 
for the Island of Bombay and for the more regular mad exact payment, 
keeping an account of all fines forfeitureb and amercian}ents du~ 
to the Honourable Company on any account whatsoever, that a 
certain person be appointed of honest reputation havlOg the power 
anu office of a Recorder, whose duty must be to take care that all 
penal laws are put in execution and aU forfeitures fines and 
amerciaments recei,'ed from all without respect of persons, and to 
,keep all exact register thereof to be sent the Company every yelll' i 
the said R~cord~r also may have tlie office of an Escheater to 
escheat condemn and seiZ"d to the Company's use all lands homes 
and tenements, whlCh in t'ime either 1y the failing of the lives of 
the present Incumbents or possessors or otherWIse shall accrue by 
right !n law to the Honouraule Company.I , 

An(')ther scheme for the advantllge
e 

of Bombay in which at this 
time (16 iI) Governor Aungler interested hImself was the settle
ment of 8urat Bunl/is in Bombay. It appears 'that the MaMjun or 
committee of the Surat Bania community desired the assurance of 
certain privileges balore risking the move to Bombay and that the 
Company had given a generul approval to the Muha,jan's proposals. 
On the lUth January the Surut Council wrote to the Company: 
The Mahajan or Chief Council of the Banul.s have been much satIbfied 
with the answer-which you were pleased to give to their petItion 
sent you by the ship Samson touchmg their privileges in Bombay,S 
It seems they have determined once mure to trouble vour Honours 
WIth a letter which they have ordered your broker RhitnJi Pal'akh 
to wl'lte, representiug their deSIres that the saiu priVileges may be 
confirm,t!d to them unuer your great seal, for which their request 
they give YOII their reafl~m and glOund in their own letter which 
th~y have sent us to be transmitted to you and now goes in your 

-packet 'Uy sh'ip Falcon. '1'he argument they use to strengthen thea 
request s<!elUs t.9 have some weight. They say the Honourable Com
pany are perpetual and their ordmances always of force, but their 
.President and Council are mutable, and the succeeding Presidents 
and Councils do often alter what their predecessors have granted, 
on ~hlch score they hope your Honours will be pleased to gl nnt 
their petition. As to our judgments hereon, we humbly ofter that 
we cannot see any detriment can accrue to you thereby, rather a 
considerable a<\vantage may follow i and as to the lcltitude and 

1 Sura.t Factory Out. L. Book 1 of 16030.1673,217.227. Forrest's Home l:'cn6S, 
1.51,56. 

, The petition, the privileges, IWd the answer, referred to iD this extract, have DO~ 
been traoed. 
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extent of what privileges you shall afford them, it must'Le tota)ly • 
refllrl'el) to your own wlRdom~ however you shall plen~e to deter- , 
mme in this matter lJ,VId judge If your Honollrs would plell3e to 
favonr them with a hlle In answer td their lettcr, It woul,) be a 
great comiort to them aud no. thsadyantage to your Interest 1 

A desp'l.tch from the Surat Council dater) 3rd Febr~ry 1671 
informs the Com puny that their lsl.md Bombay, and their factories 
of Rannir, Bilhapatam, and CaJlCut, are in a happy and q,rderly 
posture.2 

About the same' bme suspicions aroused at Agra in consequence 
of the l't'ported despatch of a French fleet c1ou(led the prospects 
of any rupld development of Bornbav. On the 10th January 
1671 the i'resident and Council at Surat addressed the Court 
on the necessity for caution and forbearance. They wrote The 
nO!~e~ whICh the F'l'ench fleet made III the Court at Ag' a hilS 
caused the Moghal to send down another govern()r With 2000 
horse, bemg the same that was governor five years smce by name 
Sh.il~tJkhall He formerly was a great;. friend to us, and now 
prOllllses fall'. Still we e'Cpect some tlOuhle from him m regard 
that some ill dl~posed officers of Belrat la"t year, fmlmg the great 
prese!lt~ frolll us wInch they expected, btl,ve given the Moghal 
strange infol'm"tlOn concermqg your i~land of Bombay, so that 
we Judge It necessary to temporl~e a httle at present and make I1S 

httle 110lse of Bombay a~ may be, that we m,ty the better prevent 
a stOllll whICh otj{"rwise may be raised. }<'or though we lIttle 
concern ourse1 yes for any danger to your. i"land, where the 
]J()ghal's torce cannot come near us, yet we know It IS In this 
go\crnor Shalstikhan's power to brlllg great disturbance to the 
body of your trade which lies in this country. This we jud~e mo,t 
'lute ancl consist~nt with your mterest to avoid by all prudent and 
lawful way~ we can contuve, as the state of your"affaIrs stands at 
pre,ent. We take due notICe of the wise cautiml wInch you 
gl\'e us to keep a fair understanding ,,:ith the Mog-hal govern
ment of Surat and not to thmk of leavmg our settlement here: 
We declare unto you that i'\'e are so fal' from having nny thoughts 
of Ie.aVlllg Surdt that we judge it your mterc&t to conEI'Ilue as 
firm 11 settlement and large a tra~e as ever, notwIth'ltan,ling your 
island of Bombay. For seeing your trade is so much enllliged qJ. 
what It wa~, there will be a necessity not only to contmuo these 
good ports wheroin we are settled, but also to find. out emore for 
the better vent of the great quantititls of goods which you send 
out, and provisions of the cargazoons which you enordered for 
Europe, and though our eyes and thoughts are as sincerely fixed on 

• • 
I l<nrat Government (M.BBr •. AltngJer, Gray, James, and GrIgbie) to the Court 

of Director., dated 10th January 1671, Burst Fact. Out. L Book 1 of 1630 -1673, 
206·7. Forrest'. Home 8.rIe8, I. 46-47. • 

• !,jurat Prest. lent VIr Allngler and Council to the Court of Dll'eotor., 3rd February 
1671. Sur .. t Foot Out. L Buok lof 1630-1073, 211. 

3 The lett"r from whJ<,h th~s extract IS taken is incomplete as the palloS III the 
manusonpt fe<Jord .xtendmg over the seveu year. illldmg 1671 aro mlssmg •• Tho 
Oourt's letter to which thiS is a reply haij ,not been tracod, 
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~ . . 
t~ raIse of your island of Bombay as becomes us, yet we do not 
approv~ of over-hasty proceedings, nor shall we ever advise you to 
use force or engage in fatal quarrel~ with ~ur neighbours to attain 
that end. l • 

The Despatch continues: Your President had dete:mined with 
some CC¥lnsel to take his passage ou those shipi'! for your 'island 
of Bombay, haviug many matters of no mean importance to act 
there. But as circumstances now stand with this new fierce 
Governor ::lMistikhan, who hath already begun to trouble our 
neighbours, and partIcularly the French whon! he threatens to 
turn out of Burat, we do not judge it prudent to offer him occasion 
of offence by leaving the town so immediately on his arrival, 
but rather to stay till matters are a little more quiet. We intend, 
God willIng, to go down 'by the Advance, by which time we 

, trust your cOficerns here (at Surat) will be placed in. a fair posture 
in order to your next year's investment. However, we have now 
sent a good supply down to Bombay of goods and treasure for 
defraying your great charge there at present.2 

On the 3rd February -the Surat Council wrote: Your. President 
had prej'ared himself tv take his passage on the Advance frIgate 
for Bombay. He had in a manner taken his leave of the governor 
Shalstikhan, who Wtl.S well eonsE(,Utitig thereunto, when on a 
sudden news came that ShivJji wal> near Surat WIth an army of 
J.5,OOO men. This put the Surat city in a great fright, and~de 
us prepa,re for defence. This new governor °also hath bestIrred 
himself more prudently than any of hiS predecessors, beating 
down all hou~es without the wall, which before was!l. shelter for 
the enemy and oruering strict watch at the gates to keep III the 
inhabitants who were running out of the CIty. He also sent 
a civil message to your President, desiring that he would lay 
aside the thoughts of going to Bombay at present. That he could 
not answer for his departure as things now 'stood, nor would 
it be well taken by the Moghal kmg. HIS argument being reMon· 
able your President thought good to condescend thereunto'and the 
rather for that you have a considerable estltte under our charge, 
which'he -cannot leave in danger. Wherefore we have determined 
to send awar the Advance with all speed possible, hoping to 
~el!pa~h her III a few days after the Charles. And for that it has 
unfortuD/tely happened that for two years together your Prel:.ident 
hM been hindQred from going to Bombay to hIS own trouble and no 
small detriment to your island, We have thought it our duties upon 
serious consideration of your affairs to offer you our humble adVIce. 
tha.t It seems now conSll:.tent with yaur interest to settle your chief 
government on your island of Bo'tnbay and to that end you would 
please to order your President to reside there constantly, except . .. 

I Surat Oovemment (Messrs. -aungier, Gray, JameslLnd Grigble) to the Court of 
DJrectors, dated blwally MarIne, 10th January 167J in Surat Fact. Out. L. Book lof 
1630- 1679, 200 ·201 Forrest's Home Senes, I. 44. 

• Surat President and Oounoil to Court, 10th January 1671, SUl'at Fact. Out. 1<. 
Book lof 1630·1678, 206. Forrest's Home Serles, 1. 46. 
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extraordinary. emergencies ma.y require his repaiv to Surat or Ellsa
where. And this we -presume you may do without any discom
posure to your affau-s I¥ ~uraiJ which will be well supptied by 
Mr. M. GrH,y Rnd yOUl' present COUitcil. As to Bombay, we 
judge It wJIl' be lin assured way to confirm your interest and increase 
tile trade more speedily, for all strangers will be the sooner invited 
to li\-e with-us; and the English freemen ah Bautam aud ~asuli
pat.am will be thtt better persuaded to settle there wi..th their families 
and estates j many on your Presi(ient's invitation being prepafod to 
go thither; whel'e'ijnto W~ entrea.t that your Honourl!! would also 
please to enjoin all freemen in the s/Ud places to repair with tbeir 
families thither.' 

Whether as GovernOt' Aungiez: seemed to be aware his absence 
from Bombay was inju"ious to the good government of the island 
or from some pther untrp,ced cause, the iatter part of 1671 was- a 
time of disorder in Bombay. On the 23rd April 1672 the Surat 
Council wrot.e to Bombay: Whereas we are given to understand 
,that, Captain Jolin Burges hath of late behaved himself with much 
tudeness and disrespect to the Deputy (tbYerllOr and as appears 
,by the attestations of several credible persons sent unto us hath' 
uttered several discourses _ tending ~to thlil great aishonour ..p.nd 
contempt of the Honourable Company's authority and Govern
ment: Upon due cOIl:sidel'ati"~ of the evil consequence which 
may accrue from such ~disol'ders, we .do hereby for the present 
disannul and make void the commission which we have given bpe 
said Captain Burges as Captain of {)ne of the FOQt Companies an~ 
do $u~pend him from all commap.d ovel' the soldiery and from, his
office and place in Council. We do fl1rtber.requke you the Deputy 
Governor and the rest of the Council that you caUSe the said Cap
tarn Burges to be committed a prisoner to the Marshal and there to 
be kept till the, Governor shall arrive or till order sMIl come for J"tis 
trial. And for the better preventing any disorder which may happen 
among the soldiery, we require you to keep it very private and to 
take a convenient time to put it in executIOn to ~it when Captain 
phaxton's company hath the command- of the watch, when sum
moning the Raid Captain Btfrges to Council, you may then pJ1.blish 
and put in execution this ,order causing the guards to be ready to 
prevent any mutiny that may arise. and o.fterW!l.l'ds you are to 
publish this our proclamation which we here send yon for the4bettel 
reducing the lIoldiery in good order and government. Duting the 
S'uspenslOn of Captain Burges we order that Lieutenant Latlgford 
do command the said Company requiring him with Ensign Adderton 
and the rest of the officers that they keep the Boldier$ under thejl1 
c,?lUmand in due obedience and r~pect to the Deputy Governor,lIt ' 

Other disorders took place soon after. On the '16th May the 
Surat Oouncil wrote to Bombay: For' the trial of those notorious 
ml1ti~eers that tore the PrQclamation and opposed tbjl execution of 

, , 

4 Sur&t P1'<II!idsnt ADd Oouncil t; the Court of Directol'll. Brd Feb;'1ary 1671. 8urall 
Fact Out. L Book 1 of l(t~O·1673, 214 ·216. Forrest'S Rome I'\erles, I 4\1.50, " 

I SUlat to Bombay, liard Aprll1672, 8urat Fact. Out. 1.. BOllk 1 of 1630.1678 ... 208. 
Forrelt's Home @erl .... L 62. 6S • 
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j~tice on "the·wench you caused to be sha.ved and set on an ass) 
let a jury ,be empannelled; whom if they find guilty of mutiny let 
them be'sentenced, condemned, and. execut~'1 according to the 31'd 
Article of the Honourable tCompany's laws for the preservation of 
the peace and suppressing of mutiny, sedition, and rebetllion.1 

In 1672 Bombay continuea dependent on Surat for cash and 
supplies~ On the 6th April the President promised to briDg down 
with him the Rs. 5000 Bombay desired, as likewise a recruit of 
limewater and liquor for the Fort's use.2 On the 29th August, 
1672 the Council wrote to Bombay: We have enow consigned to 
you by the Phcenix ketch in moneys, and stores, for the use of the 
island to the amount of Rs. 24,503, the cost of the Hunter frigate 
included j for all which be pleased to giye our account credit. 
We should llave sent you now the cost of the ketch which being 
more serviceable for the use of the island than for our occasions 
here, we have by your order turned her over to the island account. 
The ketch now belongs to the island.3 

As regards trade 1672 seems to have been a contrlUlt to its pros
perous predecessors. Ifl spite of Shivaji's alarms even the lead 
market was dull. On the 22nd October the Rurat Council wrote to 
the Company ~ AU yob.r lead lies dead. Lead is the king's commo
dity, and he has such great supplies of it that he wants it not. It 
was the last month (September) befo"re we could procure any money 
from this governor for the last year's lead and for this Rs. 35,000 
yet remain due. All our broadcloth and other woollen manufac
tures are not at all in request: No merchants adventure:on them. 
Of the last year's remains here, np at Agra, and other places, are 
quantities sufficient to supply these countries this year. So much 
that finding it to bear a price, so greatly to your loss by its 
sale in gross, we had concluded to keep your warehouses open and 
retail it. But Mince YOllr Honours have sent out but little treasure 
·this year, and your other goods are unvendable, necessity together 
with your order will force Ul) for your reputation and hanour to 
dispose of the woollens the best we are able, to clear aft much of our 
debts as we can, to prevent the spreading of that cancer whicb 
insenliibly eat.'! out the profits of your st~k. If we shall abo add to 
these your losse~ the considerable sums which your island Bombay 
hath drawn from us and still draws, since the delivery and restora
"tion <K the lands, your Honours will conclude that from such Stocks 
as you tend .us we shall never be able to clear yon from interest, 
bear the charges of your island and factories; and. return your ships 
full laden with such commodities as yon require. We are sensible 
of an insupportable burden, should any miscarriages happen which 
GOd divert. And in regard we are thus far engaged for your 
Honours~ interest, and know not what event the war may produce 
when we have procured goods suffic,ient for lading home yoUl" 

• 
J Surat to Bomba.y, 16th May 16'72, Burat Faot. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630· 1673, 

261. Forrest's Home f:leries, I. 64. 
• Surat President and Counell to Bombay, 6th A: pnl 1672, Surat Fa.ct. Out. L. 

llook 1 of 1680 .1673, 248. -
& Sllrat to Bombay, 9th Aug. 1672, Burat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 16::0. 1673, 292. 
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this year's shipping, we shall advise with your President and iJut 
a stop to your inve~ments until we shall hear further from you 
per na .Aleppo.l ~ 

lIfl'nnwhile President Aungier's depar\ure from Surat for BOlnbay 
had heen put off from month to month. On the 23rd .April 1672 
the Surnt Council wrote to Bombay: Our last unto you w~s of the 
6th current when we adVised the President's intentIOns to go to 
Bombay and the iealousy we had of some hot service frolJl this 
young and fu" ,overnor who had succeeded according to our 
expectatIon Iro!"' v.le President by six. several messages sent in the 
most ciVil manner by the Vaknavis Shawbandar, that is tho 
clnef customer (or Customs Collector) and other persons of quahty, 
represented to hIm the effects of your order, the unreasonableness 
of hIS pretended jealousy, and the just grounds of the PreSident's 
desire, withal declarmg that he would return in September. Still 
no argument, reason, or intercession prevails with him. Having 
understood by the broker tha.t the gO\Ternor demanded a round 
sum of money for his hcense to the President's departure, we took into 
con~lderation the injustice of his demand Ilnd the evil consequence 
wInch would accrue to your affairs should we consent thereunto. 
'Ve therefol'e re~olved not only to give him no money, but also that 
the Prebident ~hould write hIm a letter (for he will not be viSIted by 
any of the Christians) and ill the saId letter give him leave to 
uuderstawl that in regard he was a servant and under obedience 
to order he must obey. But that at the same time as he is a free 
merchant and no sla.ve or prisoner and as he discharged the part of 
a friend in so often giving the governor friendly advice and deSIring 
hiS con"6nt whlch seeing the governor would not grant he W/l,S 

ddel UUllt"U to go Without It. To this effect the President wrote the 
govelUor a letter couched in civil terms of which your Honours wIll 
Ju.lge when you see the copy which IS entered in... the ConsultatIOn 
Book. In answer to this letter about 3 of the clock the same day 
belU~ the 19th current, the governor sends ahout 2000 soldiers, 
horse and foot, whereof part entere<l and possessed themselves of the 
l.ouse, the rest guarded all the streets and-lanes about It, forbulding 
wood, water, and all mann~r of provisIOns and abusing and.~eatlUg 
our mmlster who accidentally being abroad was comlDg lll. After
wards the governor demanded all our small arms and our trumpet 
whICh were st'nt him and to all this force we showed not t~ least 
return of VIolence but suffered all patiently, treating the cOtllmander 
of the soldIery with much civility. About six at lllgllt the governor 
sends the broker BhImji Parakh to demand monAY from us .to 
compound the business. We sent him answer that we had given 
huu already more than we had given to any governor, that"we 
were not III any fault and would pay him nothing. On this he 
forces from the broker Bhimji Pal'akh Rs. 500, threatening to seize 
his house, estate, WIfe and children if he did not pay. '1'he broker 
helllg afftighted pays him the money declaring Withal it was his 

I Hurst to the Company, 22nd October 1672, Burat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630-
167&, JOl·302. FOlrest'. Home SerIes, 1.70. 
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own, not tge (Jompany's. At length it seem.'.'! the governor being 
ashamed of what he had done, betwixt eigl;!t and nine at night 

'recalls 0.'1 his soldIer~, returns all tl\e axmSl and the trumpet and 
leaves the house free. 'lIhe next mormng the PreSident sent 
Mr. Gra'y with the rest of the Council to the Shawbant1ar and the 
eminent merchants of the town to declare. to them the force which 
was put tIPOD us; showing the letter which the President wrote the 
governor and wIthal gave them to understand _that as we were in 
no fa1!I~ so if any evil did ensue tlnlreupon they must not blame us. 
'J'he merchants did all bear witness of our innocence and cried shame 
'of the governor's injustice. Since this the governor seems sOt ry for 
what is past; still though he is outw!trdly civil, he will not hear of 
the PreSident's going down to Bombay. The French and Dutch are 
in the same case with us, to whom he hath not, showed so much 
open violence but forces money from tl\em. A few days since he 
took 40 mans copper from the Dutch besides their great prescnt, 
11"fore he would suffer their commander to go down to Swally. To 
all the merchants in the town he useth such tyranny that they are 
so discontented that it i~ believed he will not long stay. We know 
not what the issue of this business will be.- .We trust in God in the 
conclusion no evil but much good will accrue to your scttlement 
both here and at Bombay. This WIll be effect of time, patience, 
re'lolution, and a provident care. to provide for unexpected 
accidents, in all whICh we beg God's gracious assistance to direct and 
prosper us in all the difficulties which we shall encounter in your 
affaIrs.l 

On the 9th May As the Governor of Surat still refused to let 
the President go the Sura£ CounCIl wrote to BotObay: As the 
Governor of :Surat has positively manifested and declared his 
resolutions of not suffering the President to embark for Bombay 
until he has reQeived order from the Court, which cannot arri've 
tIme enough for the President to go down before the rains whieh 
are at hand, we think good to order that you give us a large 
account of the posture of affairs with YOll that we may give such 
necessary instructions as- may tend to the well governing of the 
island}lilltillt shall please God the Presil'J.ent can with safety to the 
Company's affairs leave Surat; for the effecting whereof no oppor
tunity shall be omitted, for we are very sensible his presence is very 
fequulitely necessary for the promoting the Company's interest on 
the islan&.. ~ 

A week later (16th May 1672) the Council wrote: Yours of the 
1st May came to our hands on the 10th by the art-ivaI of the Phrenix 
ketch who had a tedious passage to us, making it eleven days ere she 
ancnored in Surat river. In your said advices we are to· our trouble 
given to understand the unparalleled affront used to the HonouraLJe 
Company's authority and likewise the seditious practice committeJ 
by these irregplar spirits, that like fUes will never leave fluttering 

I Surat PreSIdent and Conncil to Bombay, 23rd Apu116i2, Surnt Fact. Out. L. 
Book 1 of 1630 -1673, 253 - 255. Forlcst's Home Herlcs, I. 60·61 

• Surat to Bomhay, 9th May 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630· 1673, :lIJO. 
Forrest's Home Sell<lS, I. 63. 
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about the candle till they ,ha.ve burnt their wings- ruM leg,vc:» a. 
noisome stink behind them. To rediess these and ma~ otllel 
exorbitances the Prelident Wfts so desirQus to pass some tlme with 
you. But it pleMing God to divert bis~ell grounded resolutions 
by the untlmely arrivaJ of this avaricious governor who by no means 
WIll hear of the President going to Bombay until, he hears from 
Court, we have thought good to give you what instructions we 
have conoluded at present necElsslU'Y for your governIllent, expecting 
an answer to ours of the 9th instant, a large account. of affai~ with 
you that we may iurtherdt:bate thereon. _ 

In the first place, in respect we find your Council is not complete 
according to the Company's order, we llave thought good to order 
that there be of Council the following persons: • 

The Worshipf'ul Phillip Gyfford, Deputy Governor, Captain Jollll 
Shaxton, Henry Chowne, James Addams, Stephen Ustick, George 
Wilcox. Mr. Wilcox being at prescnChere we have thought necessary 
to appoint to his asSIstance Mr. SamI. Walker, inteniling he shall 
succeed Mr. Wilbox in a short time,- as we have deSIgned the said 
Mr. Wilcox for another employ'ment. 'The CounCll beJng thus 
settled we doubt not but by God's blessing and your prudent 
management of. affairs things will be kept in d.ue order in the 
future. l 

Not many days later, apparently ab~ut tlle· 22nd May, the 
President obtained leave to go te Bombay. He settled his deputy 
in Surat WIth the rest of the Council and went do"{U to Swa.lly to 
embark on his bhip the Loyal Oxinden. The vo.yage was one of some 
E.eril. In a letter Qf the 19th June to Fox;t St. George the Surat 
Gouncil wrote: At such a season of the year H cannot, with the 
south-west monsoon so close at hand, be remembered any shIp on 
this coast ever adventu'red forth. Still so many urgent o~casions 
for settling the affairs of the island called the President thither 
that no consideration could divest him from running the grea.test 
hazards to serve oul' Honpurable Masters. Indeed by spending 
those rains tbere he will do them very acceptable service in settling 
Courtl! of Justice, ill the r¥titutions of the Jesuits' land'!, and in 
reducing our people to Ii more orderly government. God pr~~erving 
him he will leave Bombay ne,xt September in a happy tranquillity. 
On the 26th May' from such advices as, we had we desp!jJred of. 
his safety. Now we are most. happy with the good ne:rs of his 
and other friends' safe a.rrival on the island the 7t1. current after 
tbey had encountered many dangers.s -

Of Governor Aungie);'s work in Bombay no details have' been 
traced ill the Secretariat Records. That much which had' gone 
crooked was set straight appeal's from references in the Surat 
piaries. On the 20th July the deputy P«,esiden~ ot the Surat 
Council wrote,lo Bombay: We have perused the general letter to 

• 
I Burat to &mbay, 16th Yay 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1680'.1673 
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tl~ Honorl'rabie Oompany and the results of your Council since his 
Honour's arrival on the island and find manYl and very important 
affairs to the establishment of th(J peace,Zecurity, and traffic of 
the island despatched in 9J. short t,ime.1 On the 22nd October 
in forw.arding reports from Mr. Aungier to the Compan~ the Surat 
Council wrote: On the 17th current we· received advices from 
the President and his Council in Bombay directed to your Honours, 
which accompany these. They have discoursed to you in brief 
the stt.te of your island.2 We assure you in the short time which 
your President hits resided there, the island i~ much improved, 
courts of judiooture, and many other important affairs settled, 
the Almighty blessing his endeavours which are wholly bt<nt to 
make that YOlir colony happy and flourishing. -We shall find 
what further time he shall spend there will be very advan
tageous to your interest in the far greater improvement of that 
vlace.a 

The declaration of war between England and Holland (1672) 
prevented Aungier's return to Surat. I~ a letter to Bantam of the 
~lst January (1673) the ::furat Council wrote: Since the latter end of 
May last our President hath been in his government of Bombay. 
He had returned to us in September last had not the war broke 
out. But his presence by animating the people being so absolutely 
necessary and the great good he hath (feme by establishing the English 
laws and Courts'of JudIcature and still doth in strengthening the 
island, is of such torce that he prefers his honours in maintaining 
the place before any other interest.' So thoroughly had his 
actlVIty secured thl! island that in the spring of 1673, the putch 
attempting a surprIze, found the fort so well guarded,and everything 
in so good a condition that they immedIately gave over the enterprize. 
Ji'rom that period, each day showing its great importance the 
residence of the. Governor was fixed at Bombay and the several 
factories on the coast of Malabar and in the Persian Gulf became 
dependent on that Presidency.5 

The special charges incurred in making Bombay safe against 
European attack were followed by the natural heartburnings over 
the p~nent ot the bills. On the 17th 'January 1676 in reply 10 
a letter of censure the President and Council of Surat wrote: The 
earnest desire we have to please your Honours in l',n things made 
us gl<:1W at the perusal of your first clause, wherein you are 
pleased eto blame us for dIsbursing your estate, keeping your 
goods unsold, not cle"itring of your debt at interest, and iI). particular 
you blame your President for the great charges expended and the 

I r;ur~t Deputy President to Bombay, 20th July 1672, Surat Fact. O';t. L. Book 1 
of 1630· 1678, 279. 

~ The PresIdent sent his l,-tter about Bombay to the. Company through h,S Emat 
Deputy PreSident lj,nd CounCil. No copies have been traced In either the Bombay 
or Burat records. 

s Su~at Deputy 1'resident lj,nd Council to the. Honourable Company, 22nd October 
1672, 8urat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630; 1673, 300 - 301. Forrest's Home Serles, I 09. 

4 burat to Bantam, 31st January 1673, SurGt Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630 -1073, 
269. 

5lIistoricai Account of the settlement and po.SesSlOU of Bombay by the EnShsh 
East IndIA ComplIlIY (1781), IS .6. 
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grandeur he used on your island Bombay. As to the ffrst we canr:llt 
see whercm we have given you any cause of offence, in regard that 
moneys (h~posed at &mbay (lr any other factory in the cburso of 
your trade cannot be said to be dlsbursl!ld seeing you have returns 
trom the SRid places. We have .not lD our time settled any new 
factories wIthout your order; nor do we keep any of your goods 
tlUsold but what we cannot possibly put off, nor can we liave any 
the least pleasure or design to keep you in debt, there being nothing 
that afthcts us more or prejudiceth your trade more than debt hath 
done. l 

As regards Bombay the President wrote: Fame hath aggrandised 
the expense of Bombay more than really it 111. The gross sum at 
fir~t Sight may seem heavy, whereas considered in parts with the 
reasons of them it will appear otherwise. This will be seen in 
the following heads to omit others of lesser note: 

. 1 The charges caused by war were ineVltable and indispensable 
reuuced as low as could be contrived, o.nd ceased With the first 
news of peace. • 

l 
2. The moneys expended in public appearances Were, by serious 

debate in Council, made suitable to the decency and ILdvllntage 
of yonr alIallS flee from vauity or superfluity and ended also 
wlth the s,tme reason that woduced them. 

3. The sums laid out in building the fort itself were no more 
than the secunty of your interest required. 'fhey were husbanded 
to the best, your President hadng added little thereunto and 
only filllSheu. some part of wh~t others had begun. 

4. What IS disbursed on the outworks IS no charge in the 
le~t to you, being defrayed by the merchants' free donatlOn of 
one per cent given on that account to which it is ordered to be 
charged. 

5. The outbuildings for houses, warehouses, ~Lt"'lary, mint. 
house and court of judicature were also judged absolutely necessary 
by your CounCl1 and such as you cannot be without. Yet if you 
shall not approve thereoJ your President offers to take them to 
his own account provided you will please to allow him redsonable 
rent for the time they have been employed in your service and 
give him leave hereafter to improve them to hie best adva,lltage. 

6. That a~ your charge wa.'1 mcreased somewhat by y~ur Presi· 
dent's detainure on the island so the revenue was much more 
increllseu. thereby. For whereas in pursuance of your order for 
reetormg the lands seized by the King's Governors the Commis. 
sions appointed for that affair, being abused by misinfonnations, 
had surrendered up almost all the said lands and thereby reduced 
the revenue to about Xe. 40,000 per annum' before your Presi. 
dent's arrival, you do now find (blessed be God) not only that 
affair well establiElhed but your public revenue in.that and ,other 

1 Burat Pre.,d~nt and Conncli to the Company, Swally Matille, 17th J.IlU9.IY 16j6, 
Burat Fact. Out. 1. Book 2 of 1675·76, 24. 
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ll)spects Ifdvlfuced to Xs. 1,00,000 per annum rul doth appear lly 
the particulars mentioned in our instructions to your Deputy 
Goverrfor and Council, and we hope it will not only contmuo 
as it is but be considerably augmented in time. 
To conclude our answ~r to the clause: we do in aU meekness 

entreat yqur Honours to entertain a more favourl1blo construction of 
our services that we may for once rejoice m your benignity and 
serve God and you in our several stations with comfortable 
apprehensions of your good eye towards us and we do profess a 
resolved obedience to all your commands and ll.'umhle reg-ard to 
your authorIty over us, a sincere love anJ desire to promote a.ll 
your just'and wise undertakings whlch we pray God Almighty to 
prosper. 1 

The Company seem to have taken objection to Governor AUl1gier's 
proposal that Bombay not Surat should be the President's head
quarters. In the same letter (17th January) the Council wrote 
to the Company: The arguments you are pleased to communi
cate to us for your President's residing rather at Surat than 
Bombay are of such weigbt that we lay our hands on our mouths 
and have not to answer but by obedience. Your President doth 
most cheerfully receive your commands herein. You may please to 
remember that it was the necessity of your affairs to accommode 
the disturbances then on the island abd put in execution those 
important orders from you which called him thIther. 'rhe war 
and defence of your island and people from ..the enemy kept him 
there so long. Now 'fe hope thing~ are reduced to such a composure 
and your government so prudently mal\aged by your Deputy 
Governor and Council that there will be no ne,ed of his return. Z 

As regards the management of Bombay the Council c~ntinueJ: 
We observe your several prudent orders touching your 'govern. 
ment of the inh&bitants in general, the encouragement of trade, 
retrenchment of your cbarg<'s in time of peace, touchmg the 
inconveniences of havell'l and docks, treaties and cQrrespondence 
with our neighbour governments, and particularly with the Portn
gueze (who in truth are our worst neig~bours), touching the free 
planter~,' building of houses and your several concessions to your 
liIervants and directions .regarding the manure ofthe ground with fish, 
touchin$ Captain Gary's petition and improving the manufactllre 
of calicoes, extending the lands of Alvaro PIres de Tavora anll 
other particulaliS whereunto we shall pay due obedience.3 ' 

On the 17th May 1676 the Council wrote from Surat to Bombay 
on behalf of certain Armenians a class of merchants who durmg 
the previous fifty years liad begun to take a leadmg part in the 
trade of Western India. The Council wrote: These are at the entreaty 
of Khoja Karakuz and other Armenians concerned in the slup St. 

1 §!urat to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact~ Out L. 
Book 2 of 1670-76, 30. 

2 Surat to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676, Sllrat Fact. Onto L. 
Book 2 of 1670-16, 28. • 

a Sluat to the Company, b'wally Mal'we, 11th January 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. 
Book 2 of 1615-76, 28. , 
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Francisco that is lately put into Bombay. As they' h[we b.i'en. 
very Importunate Wl~l us to, write in their affair, ~ye do desIre. 
you to countenance £nd assist them a~ merchants with boats and 
other nc{'es~anes for the lading theIr goods as also with com"enient 
walehouses to protect them froth the rains, you making such 
prudent contracts with them as to the customs and other duties as 
shall seem most beneficial to the Honourable Company and the 
repute and advantage of their port and island whIch we cOf\lmend 
unto you.1 '1'en days lator (27th May) the Council wrote regarding 
the salUe merchlln'ts. You have done well to spare the merchants the 
Company's warehouse and to treat them civilly. They tell us they 
nre to pay Rs. 400 for hire of the warehouse which we would have 
charged to the credit of the East India House. In regard we have 
here "ome dispute with KhoJa J\1innz touclung his debt to tho Com
pany and the ownt:'lS of tho ship are at difference at present whICh wlll 
requllo some time to be decided, we would have you put a stop to all 
bu&mess belonging to the ship and to forbid them carpenters or any 
caulkers or any other a&Slstauce wha~soever tIll you hear further from. 
us and not to suffer the ship go out of port or any goods to be laden 
upon her You may sigmfy to the nocquedah (ml.khuda) that the 
reason of tlle prohIbition IS because Khoja l1111RZ doth not comply 
With his contract.2 

They continue on the 11th July: We write these at the request 
of Khoja MmRZ and other Armenians belonging to the ship 
Rt. Franclsco, on whom whereas we formerly ordered you to 
lay an embargo and not to assist her with carpenters caulkers or 
any other necessaries she mIght stand in need of in regard to 
some di~putes which were then depending between Khoja Minaz 
and U~ touching satIsfaction (Ill some part) for his debt, he having 
lately paId us Rs.IO,OOO in hand and glven us great encouragement 
that we may receive another considerable sum in ll. short time j we 
therefore would have you recall the said embargo -and treat them 
as friends and afford them all the aSSIstance they can reasonably 
del>ire from you. 'rhey complam very much unto us that the 
Customers or cu<;toms' farmers are pressing them for the payment 
of anchorage whIch is a duty the merchants of Sm"at are stral1gers to. 
We would not have the Customers over-importunate with them 
but suspend theIr demands until they hear further from ul} lest it 
should prove of bad consequence to the Company's interest here. 
Also we would have you send us that clause m the custom-house 
articles whereby they lay claim to this duty and privilege of 
a.nchorage and what sum this annual imposItion may amount 
to and how much was allowed to the customs for Abdul Gapqur's 
ship when she wintered at Bombay. Also send us your opinion 
whether you judge it conducmg to the Company's interpst to keep 
up that demand of anchorage on the ships that come aCCIdentally 
and for security into the port, or else totally to let, it fall, for we 
find it gives offence to merchants and owners of ships which may 

I i;lIrat to Barnhay, 17th May 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 2 of 1675.76, 121 •• 
• Iourat to Bombay, 27th May J676, /:oUl'at Fact, Out. L. Book 2 of 1675-76,129-130. 
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ca~se more prejudice to the port than the benefit thereof may 
.amount w, which is all we call to mind at J,resent worthy your 
advice.! 

A week later (17th July) the Surat Council agaJn address 
Bombay in favour of the Armenians : We lately wrot~ you a 
letter of recommendation in the behalf of Khoja Minaz and Khoja 
Delaune desiring your assistance to them in the fitting up of their 
ship .• Since then they have again earnestly importuned us to 
bespeak our kindness to them and particularly in reference to the 
carpenters for which they are in' very great want.· These therefore 
are to desire you that you use your best endeavours tQ supply them 
with carpenters and if carpenters Bre not procurable on the island 
that you use your interest to send for them from Bassein Thana 
or Bandra. See you fail not in this. Also if they desire any 
further assistance or want any of the Company's stores or 
,anything the island can furnish them with, let them be supplied 
for their money. Khoja Minaz and Khoja Delaune were with us 
this day and complained of the trouble they received from your 
Customers' demand of an~horage. Though they were importunate 
yet we would give them -no positive answer till we hear further 
from you. They have also laid a very severe charge against 
Captain Birkin and desire leave to prosecute him at law to have 
justice of him which w~ cannot dilDY. We hope that Captain 
Birkin hath not deServed ill Qf them as they represent. We would 
have you write us how the case stands between them. In the 
meantime let their 1>usiness be so despatched that the ship may' 
proceed timely on her voyage.ll . 

On the 26th August the Council resumes: This day Khoja Minaz 
ang. Khoja Delaune, Armenian merchants owners of ship St. Francisco, 
were with us making their complaints against Captain Francis 
Birkin who hath arrested their ship and entered into a process 
at law against them upon account of defamation and slander ca~t 
out against him by th~ N ocquedah of said ship. 'l'his proces3 
we have perused and think his suit very unreasonable and 
prosecu~ed rather for vexation than any justIfiable grounds. As 
the sard Khoja Minaz and Khoja Delaune desisted from any further 
demands on him so soon as they had a right sense of the business, 
it wilJ, cause an- ill name and disrepute to the Honourable 
Companl's_ port and island to have any ship detained there upon 
such an idle !!'Core. We therefore would have you endeavour to 
compose all differences and dtsputes between him and the 
Nocquedah. If you find them obstinate and unwilling to comply, 
the,p. let them try out their quarrel by law. And if Captain Birkm 
hath any charge of validity to impeach the owners with, we think 
good that he apply himself to uS here who shall seek to do him 
justice. But by no means let him go about to disturb or hinder the 
ship's voyage which will not only be a loss to the owners, but ~o 
mq,n~ other particular merchants that hold freight on the ship. 

! Burat t() Bombay, llt)l JUly J.676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76,158-1511. 
Surat to Bombay, 17th July 1676, Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 160 -161. 
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Also they have again made known their grievance by l'eason 
of the Customers' deml®.ds of aqchorage. Such demands UpOll serious 
consideration we have thought good to l~t faU for reasons formerly 
gIVen you when Abdul Gaphur's ship wintered in Bombay. We 
therefore would have you make up_ the business this year with the 
Customers as well as you can, a.nd in the future we require that you 
make an exception m that article of anch'lrage so that no vessel 
with three masts belonging to the port of Surat shall be lia\1le to, 
pay any such dut,Y.:.I 

On the 2:?nd September the Smat Council writes to the Company: 
Your Pre~iJent hath been confined to his bed near three months by 
a dangerous fiux:, but by God's mercy is now in fair hopes of 
recovery. Your Deputy Governor of Bombay is brought up to 
Swally in a very weak cvndition. He has desired our leave to change 
the air for some time in hopes of his recovery. In his absence 
AII' John Petit with the rest or the CounClI surviving do manage 
the aff,urs of your island, to whose assistance we shall appoint some 
of your servants to supply the vacant plac~s in Council so soon as 
our leisure will admit.2 • 

During the year 1676 the Company seem to have had under 
conslderatlOll the questIOn of the transfer of Bombay from the 
King to their charge. The refusal of the English Court to accept 
Cooke's settlement of the English and Portuguese claims and the 
belief that a settlement so unfavourable to English intetests had 
been due to Cooke's corruptness seem to have resulted in a.n inquiry 
from the Company as to the instructions brought !l.ud the action 
taken by the representatives of the King in 1662. On the 11th 
November 1677 the Bombay Goyernment wrote to Surat: Mr. Gary 
has procmed for us copies of His Majesty's instructlOns to Sir 
A1Jraham Shipman and Sir Gervase Lucas, which go herewith. 
Mr. Gary never saw any plot of the island, neither does he know of 
any brought over but thinks that in the agreement with our King 
for the delIvery, the islands of Slilsette Bombay and Karanja wera 
likewise mtended. John Petit also does remember that in 1062 the 
Earl of lfarlborough did setld Captam Arnold Brown an<1 some 
other" round the Island of Slilsette by way of Bassein to soui\d all 
the way and take fuU cognizance of all places. Captain Brown 
will be the Company's best informer in this business.s 

In spit!' of it,ij advance under Governor Aungier many hindrances 
to the devdopment of Bombay remained. On the ~4th January 
1677 the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay wrote to the 
DIrectors Our rents were not much increa8ed last .,ear, thouO'h 
something they were. Our chief rent, the custom, IS farmed' ~r 
XI!. 27,00U. We speak it to our grea.t grief that whilst we are so 
encompassed with the P.ortuguese and Shivaji on all sides, we 

• 
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,cannot expect our trade greatly t? increase. The reason of the 
fhntrisAing trade of Surat and othEit sea J>trts is this: Merchants 
bti,ng their goods from ot~er countries in -s~ipping, land them and 
transport them up the country for sale or sell them to other 
merchants who do the same. Again, merchants buy hland'goods 
without molestation, any custom, or much charges and bring them 
fre~ly down to port where is always shipping ready for all parts 
'of ,'India. At prese!lt the egress and regress for merchants up 
the country from Bombay is totally obstructed. The l'ortugue&e 
islands of"Karanja and Salsette almost surroun\] us, and they are 
ever exqUisite seekers of all ways imaginable to do us mischief, 
-envying as we suppose the sudden prosperlty this place is risen 
, to, The cheapest nearest a,nd best pass up the country is by. 
'I'halla where formerly they ,took 3 per cent of all goods whICh 
passed by. Now for the sake of only Bombay they have raised 
the rate to 10 per cent which is equivalent to a total forbidding 
of all goods to pass. Likewise' all timber Jor shipping and h()usE'~ 
of durance, which we may call the oak of Indi-a, grows up at 
Kalyan-Bhiwndi and must necessarily pass by Thana where they 
take 33 per cent custom. They have this year forbidden all rice 
to be transported to Bombay, and do often put excessive excises 
upon even herb~'3 and fruit and hens which poor people Lrinlfover 
at Bandra. In this and most otner things thelr malice shoots 
much short of their intention, for, thanks be to God, we luwe 
-always provisiQn ill abundance, our island being commonly lather 
a g'l'anary of corn than otherwi;;e, from -whence it is transported 
to Rajpuri Goa an~ other plac\-s, and it shall be our care never 
to see the island unprovided of provisions. We could find other 
ways to pass up the country with little trouble were there peace 
between the Moghal and Shivaji, or that the Moghal would take all 
this country about us. For about two days' Journey up the hIll 
between the Moghal's and ShivaJi's dominions hes a perpetual seat 
of war. No merchants can pass without apparent hazard of being 
plundered, so that we cannot expect merchants should land their 
good~ here without knowing w here ~r how to dispose of them. 
1Ve eften wonder how so consid~rable a custom could be annually 
I'aised, and we can attribute it to nothing but the justice freedom 
and secul'lty people enjoy here above other places. Many familIes' 
of BMhmans, daily leaving the POl·tuguese territory, repair hither 
frighted: by tpe Padres, who upon the death of any person force 
all his chlldren to be Christians. Even some of the chiefest who 
still live at Bas'lein and others build them houses here, therein 
ph1CLng their wives and children against a time of danger. We 
hlfve hopes time will settle these, parts in peace, that merchants 
may be induced to bring down their rich good,> from the country, 
the custom of one of which ships would amount to what is received 
here in half a year. For in respect of situation and convenience 
this port ha..,{the advantage of Surat G,oa and all the portl!! on the 
whole coast. Goa hes so far down below the great places of 
Gujarat, Dilly (Delhi), Barhanpur and Aurungabad, where the great 
glut of goods which supplies Europe and all India, is made that 
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It is very chargeable bringing down goods thither. 'I'hen Su:at 
is one of the worst rot\ts in India and extremely dangerolls in the 
freshes and by the distance the transpq,rt of goods up the river to 
Surat IS very chargeable. Where!lS Bombay hes in an excellent 
latItude for the whole trade of India, and is a most excellent harbour, 
wmter and summer, which IS a great inviter of mel chants, and for 
a small charcte we will run up a stone causeway from the fort 
almost to th~ mmt without, in which ships mt.y at any tIme lie 
ashore, careen and mend or lie there the whole year with as much 
safety as in a docl. Upon the country being in peace and our 
lttndUln' our Europe goods here, merchants would easier be persuaded 
to tl<1u~port them hom hence tIlan from Surat, and though the 
same cu.,tom was taken at landmg' them on the main as at 
Surat, yet all that was transpol ted ill sll1pping to foreign parts 
would be so much custom gaincd to your Honours. But these 
ale happille~ses in posse, and to be prayed for.! 

DurIng the years between 1676 and 1680 the chief foreign 
sources of troulle at Bombay were the' ¥ughty neighbours' the 
Pm tug ue~e ; the M alabars, that is the phates of the Malabar coast; 
and the SHhs of Janjlra or Danda RaJpurI. 

The origin of the friction with the Portuguese was in 1676 the 
murder near Bandra of a Sei'Jeant Southerland. In March 1676 
President Aungier wrote from Sllrat to Bombay: We are 
sorry fo1' the death of SelJeant Southerland inhumanely murdered 
oy the POl·tuguose in cold blood in their own countries. We 
require you "ttll to demand satisfaction- and· justIce for the said 
murder and seud word to the Padre Supenor of the Colll'ge of 
BJ ll\h a that seelllg the said murder was comlllltted in their jurisdic
twa we expect JUbtlCe from them, for such bloody violences cannot 
be put up without satlsfaction.s 

A oeconel cause of disagreement was the protection given in 
Bombay to a Malabar vessel pursued into the Bombay Harbour by 
the Portuguese. A letter from the Surat Council to the .Malabar 
Coast Factol'les dated 23rd March 1076 descnbes how a large 
Malabar v{'ssel bound frotn some port on the coast to ·:ijroach, 
encountered off D.lu a Portuguese vessl'l who would have made 
pnze of her. She resolutely resisted and fought them four days 
together. At length, finding them too powerful for her, s'rle was 
forced to I b budhen herself of some part of her lad.ing IIlnd came 
into B,)llibay .under the command of the fort. 'I'he Portuguese 
"ebse! PUlbUIJd her as far as KaranJa. There the Captain went in 
his boat to Bombay and from thence took a handole (andov, iii 

kind of htter) and went to Bassein, acquainting the Captain Gen~ral 
of all that had pa~~ed. He immechately in a hot passionate 
humour raises 500 or 600 men (and orders the raising more) and 
c6mes a~ far as Bandra and sends word to the Deputy Governor 
that the MalaLar vessel was their prize and requfres her speedy 

I Mr J. PetIt and Councsla.t Bombay to the COUI-!; of Dlreotor8. Bombay. 24th 
Ja,n. !t177. Sec. Out. L. Book 4 of 1677 -1687, 6·8. Forrest's Home Serles. I. 120 121. 

• Sur .. t to Bombay. 27th March 1676, Burat Fa.<:t. Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-16,95. 
Forrest'8 Home Serllls, 1. 85. 
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<1elivery, or he would invade the island. To this the Deputy 
Goverllor replied that it was contrary to aI}: law and justice, and 
'that he could not answer i.t; to his superiors If he should deliver her 
up; and as to invading the island, they should make such con· 
venient provision to witllstand him as they judged most necessary, 
let him come when he would. Since this the Captain General IS 

reported to have returned very calmly without achieving anything 
but reproach and shame, being mightily despiseu by the PortugaIs 
in general for his rashness. '1'he letter further notes that at their 
first coming into the port, the Deputy Govern& sent a boat off to 
know what the Malabar craft was; but the MalaMrs woulU not 
let them come on board. Then he sent two or three more boats well 
lUanned carrying English co-lours. So soon as the Malabars knew 
themselves to be under the English protection, they forthwith 
surrendered, weighed and came nearer under the fort where they 
now remain.! 

In a lebter to Bombay a few days later (27th March) President 
Aungier writes: Throu~h the whole story of the late controversy 
between you and the Portuguese touchmg the Malabar vessel, 
we cannot but observe the ridiculous pride and vamty of the 
Portnguese in threatenmg and mustering forces for war on so light 
and unjust an occasion, and the seaspnable prudent and courageous 
opposition which you made against them. This opposition we 
do well commenci and approve, declaring had you done otherwise 
or yielded in the least to the Portuguese in their unjust demands, 
you would have be~ brought under severe censure. 'l'herefore we 
require you boldly and manfully to oppose all such proud vain
glorious and malicious attempts which the Portuguese may design 
against you. Return words with words, design with design. 
violence with_ violence, embargo with embargo .. And let them 
and all your deighbours know publicly that we value not theIr 
friendship nor fear their enmity. And in regard we understand 
that,some Padres were more busy than became I them in this affair 
in casting out evil slanderous reports to the encouragement of the 
inhabItants, we require you to give a ~trict account what Padres 
they ~ere and what they did, and particularly of that .Jesmt 
Padre at Parel and the Padres at Mahlm that we may give such 
directions as are necessary therein for the preventing the mischiefs 
they row. do us. If you know any of the inhabitants that did 
seem to side with the Portuguese in this affaIr, give us notice of 
theip names; and if anything of proof can 'be made against them, 
we would have you proceed severely with them.s 

Inelettprs of the 12th and 14th April the Surat President writes: 
We perceive the Portuguese bravado is passed over with an imper
tinent protest which we presume w!l's done only in point (of) honour 

• 
1 Surat to Ma.la.bar Coa.st, 23rd. Ma.rch 1676, Sa.ra.t Fa.ct Out. Letter Book 2 of 

1675-76, 74. Forrest's Home Series, I. 84.85. 
S Slira.t to Bombay, 27th March 1676; see also Surat to the Company, dated Swally 

Marme, 7th Apr1l1676; Surat Fact. Oolt. Letter Book 2 of 1675'76, 95, 105: Com
pare lSurat to the Chief Ilolld Factors at Bantam, 3rd Apnl 1676, Sa.raot Fact. Out. 
Letter Book 2 of 1675'76, 98, Forrest'. Home Senes, I. 80, 92. 
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to salve the Captain General's credit. Had they aoy~ sufficient 0' 
just cause of complainilthey would have delivered their prqtest in 
writincr and not by wllrd of ri'l.outh. You have not done amiss 
to ans~'~r It as you did; we presume the, will be WIser and under
::.tand thel1lse'lves better hereafter. _ In the meantime if you have 
raised any men (of whIch you gIve us no account though we hear 
you ha,"e) we require you immedIately to dIscharge them and not 
put the Company to needless expense I , 

The mCIdent doses wIth tho remark froll' Surat to the Directors, 
22nd September lEti6. Smea our last the PDltuguese have been 
quiet and lla\"e not offered us any disturbance on Bombay, the 
VIceroy haYlng dIsowned the proceedlllgs of the Captain Genera1.2 

A third cause of friction was the erectIOn of Portuguese custom
houses at Bandra and Trombay. Regarding this the President, on 
the 17th October 1676, addressed Bombay as follows· We observe 
wbat you write of the Portuguese erectmg new custom-houses at 
Bandra and Trombay, and httle wonder at it, for we expect no 
better from them. We wish you had n,pt wrote to Emanuell 
Saldanha, the Captain General, abopt it. You gave him thereby 
occa~ion to make reflectIOns and to glory in his lIttle acts of 
mIschIef anll whIch i'i worse to dIsco\"er the weakness and wants of 
the island. It ~ould be Impl?J'tment and imporl little to prote~t 
against hIm, seemg he may lawfully execute hIS own authorIty III 
hIS own junsdictlOn. Your best remedy il:l to ttlight it, and take 
no notIce of such malicious practices, but overlook them and laugh 
at them WIth It pleasant scorn And to the eRd the island may 
be always supphed with a sufficient quantIty of corn and especially 
of batty we hereby gIve you order that you buy upon the Com
pany's account 2000 moraha of batty at the cheapest rates and at 
the best tIme to keep in store for supply of all emergencies. For the 
layin" up and good keeping whereof you have a stor~house already 
bUllt °by the cm,tom-house, WIth which corn you ma.y supply the 
markets in time of necessity, taking care at the next convenient 
Beason to lay up a store in your granary again and keep it always 
fully supplIed, and you must-take care to commit the charge of the 
said granary to some careful and honest man Our grand ~slgn 
in appomtmg this storehouse is for supply of tile garrIson in case 
of any suJden surprIse of war with ShlVaji or the Portugue~e or 
other Emope nations. Therefore fail not to go speedily lU hand 
WIth It, flJr we know not how soon the face of things .may alter as 
well m Europe as in India, ana if you want any assistance from 
us in thIS affaIr let us hear from you.s 

In the same letter Pre~ident Aungier refers to a fourth cau.!Je Df 
dL'lagreement in the following terms· We have perused the 
VIceroy's letter to you touching the Padres run away from Goa. 

1 Burat to Bombay, dated Swally Manne, 12th Apr111676, Burat Fact Out. Letter 
Book 2 of 1675-76, lIO and 14th Apnl1676; Dltto, 114. Forrest's Home ~erles. I. 94-

• buratto the Company, 22nd tiep. 1676; DItto, 200. Forrest's Rome tierlea, I. 103. 
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tor that we have been sensible of some inconveniences eaused by 
such vl\gabond Padres who leave their clois.ers on purpose to lead 
licentious lives in Bombal and be'!;ides a~ apt to encourage the 
people to all disorder and disaffection to the English Government, 
we think good that if such Padres are upon the islaftd, you give 
them convenient notice to repair to Chaul or where else they please 
to dispose of themselves, for that we are not well satisfied with 
their continuance in Bombay.' 

In"their letter anIle 24th January 1677 to the Court of Directors 
the Bombay Government thus summarises th~se disa!;,reements ~ 
We have before took occasion to speak of the bad neighbourhood 
we enjoy from the Portuguese. In the month of April last (1676) 
from a small beginning there had likely to have succeeded a 
quarrel between. us and them of no mean consequence. It hap
pened that one of their frigatcs gave chase to a merchant's 
ship of CaHoot-who making his escape came for shelter under our 
fort. The Captain of the frigate demanded the dehveryof the 
ship to him. Upon our refusal he makes hi~ complaint to the 
Captain General of' Bl,;sein Manoel de SaldlJ,nha, who being of a 
fiery nature, apprehended so great an affront in it that he imme
diately came hurrying to Bandra with about 1000 men. We may 
Hay so many in number, but for service just only fitting to run 
away upon looking an enemy in the" face, being taken up trom the 
plough and thepalmars (palm trees). So agg!avated and resolved he 
seemed to be that he made public protestations never to return 
without our surren,dering the !essel or an equivalent satisfaction. 
There happened to be some Englishmen at Bandra who went over to 
buy some necessaries, Whom one of his Oaptains fell foul of, beat 
them cruelly, and killed Serjeant Southerland. The Captain 
General indeeq. disowned the action. Howe\'er being performed by 
his ministers, we could do no less than demand satisfaction for the 
murder and affront. The then Deputy Governor (Gyfford) lay 
desperately sick of a flux and hectic fever, so that John Petit 
went up to Mahim taking with him. It division of the garrison 
compan.ie~ the militia of Bombay with IOO Bhandaris and about 
100 .MOOrs of the island which with th: militia of Mahim amounted 
to about 500 men. The Captain General finding our readiness to 
receive him, and that his menaces had not operated to that height 
as h3 imagined, became something calmer. His demands were 
first fof the q.elivery of the ship to him, pretending she was his 
lawful prize having almost taken her, and that we ought not to 
protect the enemies to the Crown of Portugal. We in answer laid 
befoTe him by many arguments how contrary it was both to reason 
jtfstlce and the custom of all Europe to deny protection to the 
vessels or subjects of any prince in amity with our King as the 
Zamorin then was. The Captain General long persevered in his 
demands, offering many weak reasons for his justification. Find
ing us resolute in 0\11' determination and that small effects ~ere to 

- 1 President Aungier t~ Bomba.y,17th Octoher 1676, Su~at Fa~t. Out. L. B. a of 
1675-76,232 -233. Forrest'~ Home Series, I. 107. 
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be expected either from his threats or force, he descen"ded·to desit'A 
of us to keep the ship Ifl our custody till he could write ~to the 
Viceroy and we likewls\ advisE''Our President at Surat. Tnii we 
likewise told him we could not eonsent M. For by what pretence 
or reason col1l.d we make prisoners pf our allies or how could we 
justrfy ourselves to the Zamorin for such an action. We said we 
had always the President's order to do no injustice j so that it 
was desll'ing us to break one order to wait for another. Finding 
nothing would prevail with us he was at length contented "as a 
poor sal ve to his crO(ilt to desire only of us that we would not send 
/lny fngates out In her convoy and that he would send to the 
Viceroy for his Older herein and in the meantime their frigate 
should ride Without to await her motion. All this could not 
hinder him from being derided of all strangers for his bravadoes and 
effectless threats and protestations, and even condenmed of folly and 
rashness by the Portugal Fidalgos and all the Padres. In the mean
tIme we forgot not to demand satisfaction for the death of Serjeant 
Southerland and beatmg our men, for the which and for what 
other damages might accrue by this his unj\lst proceedmg, we drew 
up a protest against him. For your Honours' more particular satis
faction we herewith send copy of the said protest with all the 
papers which passed betwecn us.1 

The troubles with the Cota ol"MalaMr Pirates dated from 1670. 
In February 1671 the PresIdent at Surat writes to Bombay. We 
congratulate your suc~ss against the two Malabars that were at 
Tull (Thai). Let Ensign Adderton know from us that we esteem 
of his good serVIce well, and shall encourage him'aecordingly. We 
confirm your promise made to those that went out agalllst the 
lIalabars, of allowing them half, although the custom is but one
third part ",Ve know not what to determine concerning the slaves; 
only would have them valued and remain on the Company's 
account, and let the moiety of their value be paid to the adventurers, 
and let the slaves be made to work at the fort, care being taken 
that they do not run away. ./!'or encouragement of the soldiers 
hf'reafter, we have made it a standing order, that whatever (booty 
is made), one· thud part theriof shall be allowed them. Thi3;s to 
continue till further order from the Company unto whom we bave 
written effectually concerning this matter. We hope in very few 
months to send you down a fine frigate for the greater securiLfand 
credit of th.} Port of Bombay. And if you can build a fri~ate or 
two at Dassein at any reasonable rates we would have you 
procure them, concerning which pray advise us with all speed. 
possible.s 

'1'he pirates at Cota. took an Englishman in a Daman vessel. The 
EnglIshman demanded ransom of Mr. Bourcher, and as he refused 
to give it, the pirates basely set the captive against a tree and lanced 

I Bombay to DIrectors, 24th Jannary 1671, Sec. Out, I.. B.4 of 1677.1687. 11.13. 
Forrest's Home Serlea, I. 122 - 123. 
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!lim to,cleat}}.1 Preparations were promptly made to punish these 
lnsult~ On the 27th June 1677~the Boml;fty Council wrote to the 
Surat "President: The Scipio and Ifll the C6mpany's ships shall he 
ready fitted in August f<fr any voyage shall be appointed them. 
We are of your Honours' opinion that it will be hlgs,ly neces&ary, 
both for the benefit and honour of the Company that AHe RaJa and 
the pirates be made sensible of those affronts put upon us. We 
suppose tho charge will not be gr,aat. Here is the Revenge and Hunter 
who will hat'dly get freights and are at a standing charge to the 
Company, the commanders all the officers anciJsome oeamen being 
contmually kept aboard them, that we belieye they will not stand 
in above Hs. 100 or 150 It month more being at'sea than now haled 
up and suppose th.ose two ships and two machvaB will be sufficient. 
Besides if the design be managed wlth discretion, ~he prizes they 
take may for the greatest part defray the charges. 20 files of 
soldIers in all will be sufficient, or, if we cannot spare them, 16 files 
will serve. For officers to command the soldiers we have choice 
sufficient. But there wlll want an able prudent person to command 
in chief who has had ooperience of India, for the busine&s will not 
be to go down and make what havoc de:>truction and slaughter 
can be effected but as your Honour rightly observes, there must be 
respect had to time to come and the' carrYing on a more free and 
honourable trade in those parts f01. the future. III one hand the 
sword and in the other an olive branch, ana If possible to obtain 
that excellent point of making love and fear together which may 
be effected by avoiding general cruelties or the total ruin of any 
one place, by ml1king those the mark of our anger, who to the 
knowledge of all people have plmnly affronted us; by bE-ing 
extraordmary civil to all tbose who have still been our friends, 
and to manifest our intention of embracing all honourable proffers 
of peace, wqereby we may hereafter lIye unmolest~d in our 
trade. Your Honours !tre bettet able to pitch upon a fittmg person 
to manage this deSIgn than we. The SCIpio may be very u~eful, 
though sbe stay not long there. But we think it very neces~ary 
the Hunter be sent down in the beginning -of August, otherwise 
she ",ill never meet with Alle Raja'~ sbips from Mokha and in 
the -meantime our recruits will come from England and we can 
fit up the rest.2 . " 

Meanwhile one of the most difficult questions in Bombay continu-
ed to lYe the .Sidi's request, Rupported by the Moghal Government of 
Surat~ ,to be allowed to winter that is to par,s the rains (June
A\}gust) in Bombay. On the 14th Aptil1676 the 8urat Presi
dent wrote to Bombay: We are sorry the Sidl's fleet is come again 
ttl trouble your port. The Mogbal governor of Surat has not 
made applications to us in the least concerning the fleet winter
ing at Bombay. If he doth presa very ear~estly and will not be 

, , 

H
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denied, we must govern ourselves the best we can tor 'the Co!b?
pany's mterest. In tlfl meantime we require you posItively and 
in plam terms to declare to the Sidl that you wIll not ~permlt 
his wmteriuO' there. If he talks of M.aymg at Bombay or at 
},{,l.Zgtton y(,u must tell hIm that It shall never be permitted, 
seemg he and Ills men have already been so chargeable to the 
island. Nor is he a ~person to be trusted ou shore. Therefore 
if he doth desire it you must not grant it except you are sure 
he will go all board agall1 in a day or two. NOl' must 'you 
sufier hIS men to gtJ ashore armed or too many at a time for the 
preventmg of any. mischief that may em,ue. HoweveL' we would 
han you be very civil in your discourses and arguments to the 
SlW and all the officers, represeutmg the unreasonableness of their 
requests, the trouble which we have already sustained, and the e\ri1 
consequences that may follow. Also fail not to supply them 
WIth what they may want-wood, water, and provislOns. And le~ 
them have no just complaint against you in that matter, bu~ 
suffer none of their vessels to hale ou shore by any means if you 
can prevent it. This order we would haW's you resolutely and 
strictly observe till you hear further from Ufl, for being a.t Swally 
we know not yet how things will go We intend to start to-morrow 
for SUlat where we shallllnderstand more of, the Moghal governor's 
mind whom we will dissuade by.the best arguments we can from de
sirlllg the Sldl'S fleet to winter in Bombay. If he will not be otherwise 
satl~fied, we shall in a few days send you such directions as shall 
be necessary for your future government.I A week later (April 
21st) the Surat CounCIl resume '1'0 thIS dll.y thll governor of Surat 
hath not applied himself in the least to us touching the winter
ing' of the Sldl'S fleet Wherefore we would have you continue to 
pl'o,>ecute our former directIons and not permit them to winter in 
Bombay. Be careful you,be not overcome with their subtleties.' 

Q 

Six week~ later a change in Surat compelled the President to 
alter his orders preventmg the Sldi wmtermg in Bombay. On 
the 9th June 1676 the CouncIl addressed Bombay: We h'1ve 
(llready wrote you a letteJ' m rt:lcommendation of Sidi Ka8it~ 
who 11> now made governor of Danda RHjPUri and captairt .gene
ral of the armada against Shivaji, ill place of Sidi Sambal turned 
out. Shalstlkhan, governor of tiurat, hath commanded the said 
Sldl Kaslm to make what haste he can to his charge sAd in 
pursuance thereof hath WIth some importunity prev!J.lled "with us 
to permit his wintering on the island of Bombay till the monsoon 
serves to transport him to Danda RaJpuri. He carries with him 
about 200 peons for his guard on the way, feanng some enco'lnter 
from Shiv!lJi's forces. We were very unwilling to adnut so mady 
trouble~ome people on the island but our governor here bemg 
very importunate with us and having expressed a respectful regard 

1 Surat to Bomb"y, 14th Apr,11676, Snrat Fact. Onto 1. B.2 of 1615.16,114 -118. 
Forrest a Home Senea, I. 94 . 95. 
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a~d favoura~le assistance to our Honourable Masters' interest 
and prQmising to signify this and other ou" good services to the 
king 01 Delhi we have thought' good, fo gratify him herein. 
'Ihis day Sidi Kasim cal'he to take his leave of the President 
declaring his great obligatioml for the kindness rtceived and 
promising all offices of friendship on his part, and whereas the 
President put him in lItind of unruliness and dIsorderly proceed. 
ing of their men formerly, he assures us that he will now take 
such" strict care in governiug' his soldIers aud keeping them in 
oreler that there shall not be the least occasion<>of complaint here
after. 

W4erefore conforming to our former letter of recommendation, 
we -desire you to treat the said Sidi Kasim with all CIvility and 
to accommodate him with such lodging during his stay either at 
Mazgaon or Bombay as you can conveniently provide. We judge 
Mazgaon will be the best place for the soldiers to quarter in that 
they may the less meet or intermix with our men for the prevent
inO' of quarrels between them. As for Sidi Kasim himself If he 
de~ires a house or some'" lodging at Bombay, you may grant them 
to him. Also at his departure you may assist him WIth what boats 
are necessary for his transport to Vanda Rajpuri. It is reasonably 
expected that he should pay the charge, for we would not }lave you 
put the Company to more expenstl than necessity or the prudent 
laws of civility requires. At the same time in outward respect and 
kindnesses you may use sur.h freedom and obliging discretion as 
becomes the friendship we receive from the king and hIS subjects 
and consists witn the interest of our Honourable Masters. 
When he departs the island, we would have you procure his letter 
to the governor of Surat manifesting the kindness and friendly 
assistances~ he hath received in behalf of the king's affairs during 
his stay on th" Island.1 Though III consequence of these orders 
Sidi Kasim perforce was allowed to winter in Bombay, apparently 
the directions and warnings quoted above sufficed to relieve 
Bombay of it~·troublesome and dangerous guest Sid1 Samba!. 

Early in 1677 Sidi Sambal seems tq,have been allowed to bring 
his :&H to Bombay and to stay in the harbour. In April, in con
sequence of an applica~ion from him to be allowed to pass the mon
soonJn Bombay, Mr. Aungier, the President, wrote to Born bay: This 
evemn¥ we received a very formal letter frona Sidi Sambal, wherein 
after many uin pretences he entreats our leave to winter at Bom
bay himself WIth all his men.and his fleet and accordingly would 
have us recommend him unto you. This we will by no means consent 
unt~ in regard we plainly perceive his intentions are not for Danda 
Itajpuri but he lies hovering with his fleet about the island. We 
cannot at all recommeud you in that you have connived at his 
continuance on theJsland t~us long and never given us any account 
thereof, that our orders might have arrived to you more season
ably. Howetrer we do now require you first in fair terms to declare 

1 Bura.t to Bombay, 9th June 1676, f!urat Fa~t Out. L. B. 2 of I6i5·76, 132 ·133. 
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to him that it is contrary to His Majesty's, the HoflOul'able Co~. 
pany's, und Our order~to permit him or hIS men or liis fleet to winter 
on the Island; and thercfpre he must prepare himself to be g~ne With 
all the expedltlOn that may be If y~ see he will not be satis. 
fied With thiS but obstlllately ~ontmue8 on the i~land, you 
must then by public proclamation reql:u'e all people belonging 
to the 81tll'R fleet to depart the island anJ prohibit all the mhabit
ants of tbe lbland after three days to Bell to any of the SHli's people 
any sorts of provislOns or come near their houses or holtl any 
correspondence wl~h them, for we will not permit him to winter on 
the Island, and If he stays It shall be at his own pel'll, and you 
must declare that he thereby WIll utterly break fl'lendshlp WIth 
us ThiS you may declare to him from us who desire your speedy 
performance of our ordels and answer hereunto 1 

Meanwhile a grievously foolish and unjust actlOn by an officer in 
comma,nd of one of the boats sent against the Cota pll utes strength
ened the position of the F:ldlS in clalmlllg to winter III Bombay.' On 
the 22nd April 1677 the Deputy Governor and CouncIl of Bombay 
wnte to Surat. Our Malabar macha whol11 we sent out in chase 
of Malabars was commanded by Emngn Thorp who off Dandl!. Rajpuri 
met one of the Sidi's boats. Our mach va put out no colours so 
the Sldl'S boat pursued her very near, supposing her to be a 
Malabar or one ot ShivaJl's beats. Then our men put out their 
colours and showed themselves. Upon this the Sldl'S boat was 
going away, but our boat spoke to them to come aboard and held 
up a musket at them to make them come. When they had come 
on board our men asked the SldlS why they pur~ued them; the !::hdlS 
answered we took you for Malabars. Upon this Ensigll Thorp 
seized two coolies, tied theIr hands behind them, and hOisted them 
up and threatened them till he made them confess they heard the 
C<1ptalll -BY he was resolved to take our mac/IVa, ~hlS confession 
En~lg1). Thorp thought was sufficient. He took away all their arms 
and what money they coula find and keeping the captain and two 
men more pri~oners, carned them away down the coast, and let 
the boat go. There was hkewise a great packet in which the boatmcn 
pretend are letters for Baha~1' Khan, the governor of Surat, a.n.d your 
Honours; beSides several letters for persons on thiS island and for 
the Go\'ernor and Factor of Bassein III POltuguese, all which he carried 
down With him. The two Sld18 at Danda H:iJpuri demanded ~stiCj3 
of us for robbing their boat and taking their men pnsonersopretend
mg Us. 2CUU was lost in ready money and cloths. We made very 
strict exammatlOn but could find out no money but about Re. 40 
which the Ensign had secured. This we proffered them but they 
refused It. 1<'or EnSign Thorp's crime in taking aod robbineg flne 
of our fnend's vessels contrary to our orders and instructions we 
took away his oommisslOn from him. The boatmen would not 
accept of the money which was proffere~ them, but are gone to 

I The President Mr. Anngier and CounCil to Bombay, dated Surat, 30th Apnl 
1677, SUlat Fact. Out. Lettel' Book 3 of ~671·1700. 34. 
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De.nda RajpurHo complain afresh, and whether they will complain 
to Babadur Khan and the gov-ernor of SUrat 4;ve know hOt,l 

It seems probable that this unfortbnate misconduct so weakened 
the position of the Surat Ptel3ident that he was forced to abandon 
his mtention of refufling Sidi Sam bars request to be' allowed to 
winter in Bombay On the 7th May 1677 thePresidentaddl'essed the 
following letter to Bombay: On the 30th April we wrote you by 
express t9 nse your endeavours by all fair means to persuade Sidi 
Sambal to retire from ,Bombay. We said we could not permit him 
to wmter there for the reasons then proposed. }.t seems your care 
had prevented us aud you had given your express orders to hun 
to depart. In thIS you did very well. Only we wish you had done 
it more effectually sooner in the year that he might have had no 
pretence to have stayed or that you had gi ven us ad viCE? sooner 
that we might have made provision accordIngly. Wherea& till it 
was too late we were t.otally ignorant thereof. Upon the summons 
which you have ghTen him, he immediately despatched a boar to 
the Surat governor by seadesirmg him to interpose the king's author
ity and his interest wIth41s, without which we would never consent. 
Upon thiS the governor sent a message unto us entreating us m 
the king's name to permit the fleet to winter in Bombay and that 
Sidi Sambal might -remain on shore in regard to his sickness. 
After due advice and considering OF the state of the Company's 
aft airs here, we esteemed it not prudent to displease the king and 
the governor for the reasons which are obvious to you. We 
accordingly sent our broker to the governor to represent to him 
the Company's exprtiss order to the cOI).trary and the inconveniences 
whlCh they might sustain and have sustained by the Sidi'<;I winter- . 
ing III Bombay and to desire the governor that he would send 
express orders to Sidl Sambal and the fleet that they might observe 
these following.orders: That Sidi Sambal should keep but 50 men 
on shore WIth him and that the rest of the soldiers should be either 
discharged or kept on board their ships and not allowed to come 
on shore without the Deputy Governor's license: Further, that Sidl 
Sambal and Sidi Kasim should take care that thei,r men give not 
the Jeafl,t offence_ to the Government or~o any of the people of the 
island- and if they did that they should be severely punished. 
This the governor esteemed very necessary and hath given his 
orders>accordingly to Sldi Sll>mbal which we send you here enclosed 
under t~ governor's seal together with its copy for your perusal 
deSIring you t~ observe' it accordingly. 

Now we understand that Sidi Sambal resides at the East 
India House where like the hedge hog 'he hath nestled himself 
and liking his lodging intends to stay there whether we will 
or no. As you WIll read in the copy of his letter it i~ one of our 
conditions with the Surat governor that during next rains Sidi 
Sambal shall stay in what place the Deputy Governor and Councd 
shall think flit to appoint hIm. Our opinion is that it is not con-

I Bombay to Surat, 22nd April 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 .1687, 30·31. 
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venient to permit so many strange soldiers to be so near the fo~t 
all the lains, but thaI Mazgaon would be a more proper place for, 
them. We ofter tillS as our advIce and do Dot give It as a positive 
ordeI StIll we do reqUll'e you to consfl:Jer well thereof and havmg 
n stnct regl>l'd of the charge and ~rust comlmtted to you to give 
such thrections in this affaIr as shall most tend to the security of 
the fort and Island anu peace of the mhabitants, treating the sald 
8](11 Samba,l s atrairs and his people WIth such Cl\'ility and n~ason
(\ble aSSIstance as they may expect from you.! 

~le!lnwlllle the"Bombay CounCIl were doing their be~t to be 
rid of SI.-h Sambal. On the 2nd May 1677 they writo the fol
lowmg letter to the Surat Council We have with much ado 
prevaIlcr[ WIth Sldl Sambal to embark to-morrow But he 
mtends to &tay aboard tlnee Of four days m expectatIOn to obtain 
your Honour's hcense for hIS winteling here, h'wmg sent express 
lly sea and litnd for that purpose.2 Ou the 18th May they write: 
We have by us two of your Honour's unan~wered of the last uf 
AprIl Rnd ] 2th lIay We did what was possIble to get SId 1 Sam bal 
out, next to plam force and firing at thtl Heet, whICh we know 
not how would be resented at Surat. We have daily for these two 
montlls tuld hun absolutely that he must not wmter here and he 
alway& bt'gllll,'d us with protestatIOns that he would be gone tIns 
day and that day tIll the fleet ·was not able to sbr. They must now 
wlilter here except we WIll -force them out to be all lost. But he 
hlmself has promh,ed falthfully to go overland and that he WIll set 
out to-morrow morning if not be it at his own lIenl for we could by 
no means suffer hIm to stay here.3 

In the same letter, after the arrival of the Surat letter of the (7th) 
:May the Bombay CounCIl add Just at clo~mg thero came your 
Honour'., of the (7th) May WIth a lettE'f for Hidl Sambal which 
we bent lum We shall be careful punctually to coOmply WIth your 
Honour's orders and shaH acquaint the i:l1dl therewIth to-morrow. 
Weare of YOijf Honour's opmlOn that Mazgaon will be the fittest 
place for him WhICh we suppose he WIll WIllingly condescend to, 
he havmg often plOfessed D}uch.· • 

On the 6th July 1677 before the Bombay lottol" reached" them, 
forced by the neceSSIty of keeping on good terms with Surat 
authorit.y, the Surat CounCIl wnte' SIdi Sambal bemg put ~ut of 
hIS empl"y und the command of the king'g fleet conferred. on Sldi 
Kri"IID who is now in Danda Rlijpuri, Sldi KaSlm' hath ordered 
hiS vakil Mahmud Hasan to send down to Bombay 150 men under 
the command of Subhiin Kull. We commend his men unto your 
courteous usage, and do desire you to show them aU the r~spect 
and CIVIlIty you may WIth convenience, and gratify them on all 
reasonable requests. At the same time we caution you to have an 

• 
1 Surat to Bombay, 7th May 1677, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677 -1700,36.37. 
~ Bombay to burat, 2nd May 1677, Sec. Cut. L. B 4. of 1677 - 1687, 33. 
3 Bombay to Surat, 18th May 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1671.1687, 33. 
• Bombay to Burat, 18th May 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 -1687,34. 
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e'e over them that they may commit no riots or disorders to the 
dlsturb~nce of the peace of the island and stiffer not more than 
men to come on shore at a time. l 

SldlS in Bombay, 
1671. On the 27th June 167' the Bombay Council brought to the 

nQtice of the President at Surat the 130rt of dilficulty which the 
presence of the Sidi in Bombay entailed upon them. Lately a. 
Brahman and two or three more came over from Batty profi'erlOg 
their .service to the Sidl, and promising if he would employ them 
they would bring him some prisoners of quality. Sldi Sambal 
was willing to embrace the offer, but yet Sl) cunning not to appear 
in the action that he would not furnish them with any of his own 
boats or men. So they hired a Bombay fisher-boat and soldiers 
from the island and went over to Batty and brought thence 
four Brahman prisoners, being the principal men of the place, and 
put them aboard the Sidi's ship.2 It wa~ not long before we 
had a message from the Subhedar of Chaul, complamfng of the 
lunneighbourly abuse we had suffered to he done to him· even by 
the inhabltants of Bombay, demanding the restitution of those 
prisoners, and threateniIfg; if this were not performed, no stick of 
wood or anything else would be suffered to be brought from the 
main to Bombay and that thH friendship between us was broken. 
We immediately sent to the Sidi taxing him severely with this 
unfriendly dealing, but he pleaded i~norance to all However we 
got the prisoners from him whom we freed. We likewise got the 
Koli who was mukadam of the boat and ten more of the rogue~, 
dwellers on the island, who were all condemned to be hanged, but-we 
pardoned eight and "executed three. Those eight are the Company's 
slaves whom we shall put aboard the Europe ships to be sent to 
St. Helena, with a. Bhandarin who was condemn~d. for felony 
whose life we pardoned likewise.3 

At the close I'>f the rains (9th October 1677) the :Bombay Coun~il 
laid before Surat the evils attending the Sidl's, especially two 

- rival Sidis', presence·in Bombay. They wrote: It is now several 
years that. the Sidi's fleets have used this port as a place of refresh. 
ing and retreat on all occasions, with h~w much trouble to the Gov
ernm(1J).t and dissatisfaction to the inhabitants, your worships have 
been but too well acquainted. A few months past 'Sidi Sambal receiv
ed or<\llrs to surrender the fleet to Sldi Kasim. For several months 
he made demurs because his wife and children and his family were 
detainecfin Danda. Rajpbri. These he received four .. days ago, and 
promised to deliver up the fleet excepting one of the great ships which 
he intended to keep to carry himself and his soldiers to Surat. Sidi 
K¥im being impatient of having part of nis fleet detained from 

1 SUrat to Bombay, 6th July 1677, Surat Fa<lt Out L. B. 3 of 1677 ·1700, 51. 
• Like the phrase The Corlahs (Andel'l!on, 68; Orme's OrIental Fragments, 198) the 

word Batty meamng allUVIal lands seems appbed to vlllag~s along the west or 
AhMg shore of the Amha Mver <>r Nagothna creek. At the same time the Batty of 
the Records may be Orme's AbIta (DItto, 109) that IS A pta. ten mIles north of Pen, 

a Bom. to BUrat, 27th June 1677, Seo. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677.1687, 37-38. Forresfll 
Home Series, I. 133~ _ 
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him and instIgated by that unadviseu ,Snblutn Kdli ~ho caltle 
flom 8m'at about thl'el months past with 150 men to assi,st hllll, 
ere we wpre aware of It, did en Sunday last march .up wIth all 
hIs force to l'IIazgaon where Sidl tlambal·le'llded. We ImmedIately 
scnt CaptairJ KelglHn wIth a guar.(.l of horse to keep the peace. 
l'~re he could arnve they had begun the skitnllsh, and so obstinate 
were they, e~pecially Sldi Kaslm, that they Wl'l'e partell wIth 
much dd1iculty havmg shot four of the Company's hOlses, wheleof 
one is dead and another in great danger, though it pleaseJ nOlle of 
the troopers wele lmrt. . U pOll tlll~ we immedlatelv sent for Sldi 
K;ls11n to the £01 t, and having expostulated with him the affront 
he hall put upon the Government and the bad retalIatlOIl he had 
roade us r'lI our extraol'dlll1l.l'Y civilitIes to l11lll, we Ih~allned all 
hl~ soh.ltels except hlm'lelf and two or three more and ordered. hml 
i,l four or five days' tIme to sond all hl~ soldIers off the island 
exceptlll~ some few sel vants for his attendance .The like we did 
to SHIt :::;~ambal excepting those guard., whICh Were for the defence 
of the ships. W e suppo~e this accident will so arm yonr 
wOlslllp's resolution~ a3 never to conceJ.e the wintermg of the 
fleet here agaIn nor to suffer any great number of men to remaIn 
on the Island IU med. We suppo~e It would be of great consequence 
that your worships mlLde tllnely -eomplamt of these outmges, not 
only to the governor of Surat,Dout even to the king him~elf, and 
demanJed large satisfactIOn for the dl'ath of our horses and the 
dIsturbance of the peace of the inhabitants and hmdrance of our 
trade, mel chants bem~ frlghte({ from comlllg hither by such hostile 
acts \Ve send this cosset (call'ler UUJaratJ has,u') on pnrpose to give 
yonr worshIps timely notICe. that the Sldlfl Imght not be befurehand 
WIth a f .. ise representatIOn of the actlOn.1 

A forlni~ht later (October 21st) the- Bombay Council continuo. 
We have at length mduced the two Sidis to an agrO£ment so that 
Sldi Kaslm is contented to surrender up i"iJdi Samb<1l's wife 'and 
children and Sid I S.Lmbal is contenl.ed to sunendcl' up the armada. 
so that Sldl Sambal in four or fin' days intend~ to emhalk on one 
of two gI-eat shl]:is and go for Sm'at, and then Sidi Kaslm wlll go 
on bo,wei of the fleet. We "were wllhng to be mediator .iji tlus 
busmes~ that we mIght be rid of them both. And If we respect 
the good Ilnd quiet of the boland, we have reason to WIsh they mal' 
never come here again except it be for a month's time tQ r.!flesh 
and theu be gone. 8idi Sambal had an excellent hOise I.Illed in 
the brOIl, which he values at a great price; for whiCh and all other 
damages he demands satIsfaction of us; for he pretends his hands 
were bound up from taking his own ;;a,tisfaction. W e mu~t need" 

- say he was very obedient, to our orders, and has lived at Ma~gl1011 
a.ll thIS rains so contentedly and quietly that we have not been 
troubled with any complaint..~ of him. ~o that when your worships 
demand satisfaction of the Moghal'king for our horses and other 

1 BOIn. to Surat, 9th Oct. 1677, Sec. Out. I", B. 4; of 1677·1687, 53·54. FQrrest'l 
Home "'erl"8, r. 136·137. 
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dd\nages, Sidi·Sambal's damages may likewise be demanded or 
that thel make hiIl;l satisfaction there! , . 

In March 1677 the General and L~uncil in Surat communicated 
the following instructions"regarding the settlement of Gujarat 
Banias in Bombay: We do send you several articles off~red unto n'S 
by Nima Parakh, an eminent Bania belonging to the ci,ty of Din, 
touching his own, or Rome of his sons or vakils, settlpment 
on the island of Bombay. 'Ibis we have not thought good to 
grant until we have first adVIsed with you and taken your- opiniDn 
thereon whether they are CDnsistent with the 'Present state and 
good Df the island, and therefore we desire you seriously to weig-h 
each particular article and advilile us your Dpinion thereon. He 
hath further requested that tpn mans of tobacco may be a110wed 
him free of paying any duty belonging thereunto, but to this 
also we have deferred giving no answer until we have received 
YDur opinion which we desire may be sent us 50 SDon a~ you can 
with cDnvenience. We desire you not to let these articles Dr 
Nlma Parakh's name to be published as yet in regard tIle noise 
of it coming to the Porttlguese's knowledge may cause no mean 
prejudice to him and little advantage to us, for we have already 
often experimented upon the effect of their bad neighbourhood,2 

Whereas Nima I'arakb. an eminen! Bania merchant of the city 
of Diu, bas expressed l.is desh'e to settle with his family and trade 
on the island of Bombay, from the fame which be has heard of the 
1;Ionourable Company's large commerce, upright dealing, justice, 
and moderation to all persons that live under the shadow of their 
Government; and in order thereullto has requested a patent from 
us, under the Company's s~al, containing certain fl1\'ours which he 
begs in relation to liberty and securit.y in the exercise Df religiDn, 
trade, property, and reputable residence on said ';sland ~ We, the 
President and -Council for the said Honourable Company, have 
thought good, in regard to his eminent worth and gDod report, to 
grant him the following privIleges: 

1. That the HonDurable Company shall allo~ him so mudl 
groun.d in or ne~r the present town free of rent as shall be judged 
nec&sary to bUlld a house or warehouse thereon. 

2. '1'hat he with the Blahmans or Vers (Gors or ptiests) of his 
casflb shall enjoy the free exercise of their religion WIthin their 
o\'l'n h8uses without the molestation of any person whatsoever j that 
no Englishman, Portuguese, or other Christian, nor Muhammadan 
Rhall be permitted to live within their compound or offer to kill 
any hving creature there, or do the least injury or indignity to 
tohe1n, and if any shall presume to offend them WIthin the limits 
of their said compound, upon their complaint to the,· Governor 
(at Surat), 9r Deputy Governor (at Bombay), the offenders shall 

• 
I Born. to Surat, 21st Oct. 1677, Sec. Out. L.! B. 4 of 1677.1687, 56·57. Forrest's 

~otr.e Series, I. 138.' 
t Surat letter from the PreSident Mr. Aungier and 0 lUncil to B\)mbay, 22nd 

Karch 1677, SUlat Fae •• Out. Letter Book 3 of 1617 • 1700. 23 ·23. 
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be e'{emplalily punished; tha.t they shall have Itberty to bufn 
their dead accordm~ to their custom, also to use their cCl#lmonies 
at their wedulllgs; and that none of their profession of what 
age, sex, or condItion whatever they be, shall be forced to turn 
Chrlstiau's, nor to carry burtbe~s agamst their wills. 

3. That he and his family sllall be free from all duties of watch 
and wlud, or any charge Itnd duty depending thereon; thnt 
neither the Company nor the Governor, Deputy Governpr or 
Councl~, or any.other persoll, shall on any pretence whatsoever 
force them to lend money for pubhc or pllva.te account or URe 

any mUll'ect vIolence or ways to that effect.; but that they shall 
with all freedom enjoy their properties, estate, and goods withoub 
any mulestation. 

4. That in case there falls out any dIfference or suit ill law 
between him or his vakIl or attorneys or the BaOlM of his caste, 
and any other Pel:SOllS t'emaining on the island, the Governor or 
Depllliy Governor shall not suffer hIm or them to be publIcly 
Ill'! ested dIshonoured 01' ClI.rried to priion, without first giving 
111m due notice of the cause dependmg, that he or they may 
cause Justtce to be done in an' honest and amicable way, and in 
caso Ilny difference happen between him or his attorney and any 
Bama of their own caste, ~hey may have hbert.y to decide it 
among themselves wlthout being forced to go to law. 

5. That he shall have lIberty of trade in his own ships and 
vessels to what port he pjt'ases, and come in and go out when h~ 
thmks good, Without paying anchorage, hal;mg first given the 
Governor or Deputy Governor or Cu"tomel' notice and taken 
then consent thereunto. 

G, That In case he brings any goods on shore more than he Cli.O 
sell on the island within the space of 12 mont hi, he shall have 
hberty to transport them to what port he pleases, without paying 
custom for exportation. 

7 That in case any person he indebted to him, and ttlso t() 
other Balll3.S, and be not.'1ble to pay all hIS debts, bis rIght may 
be preferred before other Bamus. • • 

8, That in case of war or any other danger which may succeed. 
he shall have a warehouse in the castle to secure hisogoods, 
treasure, and family therein. 

9 That he or any of his family sha.ll ha.ve liberty of egress and 
regress to and from the fort or residence of the Governor or Deputy 
Governor) that they shall be received with civil respect and be 
permitted to bit down according to their qualIties; that the;? sI!all 
freely me coaches, horses, or palanquins and quitasols (that is 
barsuns or umbrellas) for their convenience without any dIsturb. 
ance; that their servants may wear swords and daggers, shall 
not 1e abused, beaten, or imprisoned except they o>ffend, and that 
in case any of his kindred or friends shall come to visit him or 
them from any other portR, they shall be used with civility and 
T~hpect. 
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,10. 'l'h\t h~ and his nssigm shall have liberty to sell and buy 
cocoanpts, betelnut'S, pan or betel-leaves, andflany otrer commodity 
not rented out without an, molestlftion on.the island.! 
On the 3rd April 1677 the Deputy Governor of BOl.rb~y ,replied: 

According to order we have considt:red the articles of Nima Parahh 
Bania, which if we rightly un'aerstand we do not apprehend any 
prejudice in their concession, the most of them being what the 
llleane.,t enjoy. 

The first is very easy, tbe. Company 'having va&J:, ground enough, 
and we dai.ly do the same to Banllis and others who. come to 
inhabit here As to the second, the free exerClse of relIgIOn is 
permitted to all wIth the use of their ceremonies at weddings and 
feasts, the Bamas always burning their dead without molestatIOn. 
Neither do we permit any person to kill allythmg near the Bani1is, 
who all live by themselves, much less can any perHon presume to 
enter into anybody'l:I house 01' compound wIthout the o~vner's 
hcense, and, for forcmg people to tUlD Christian agaim,t theU' 
WIlls, the whole world Wlil vindicate us'; neither are anY'persons 
forced to carry burdens against theIr WIlls. No Ban:a, Bl'Ii1llnan, 
"Moor, or such man i~ obliged to watch or ward or othe-r duty, but 
if any person buys an oart or warge (vada) he is bound on evelY 
alarm to send a musquiter. But If 11# possesses no land no duty IS 
exacted, so the article may be granted to Nlma, and when he gors 
about to buy any land he may be acquainted with that small 
incumbrance thereon. 

The 4th article is m'cked a privilege, but no more than Girdhal', 
the Moody and some others l1ave, which does not in the least 
exempt them from the hands of the law or justice, but does only 
ask that justice be done respectfully, "hich he need .Dot doubt of, 
and for matter of dIfferences among themselves there is already 
his Honour's patent authorIsing them to decide such things. 

As to the 5th, the great anchorage of a rupee per ton is wholly 
taken off. There remains only a small one of a rupee for every 1 UO 
tons, which is so inconsiderable a matter that we do not believe he 
will stifk at it. If he does, it will amountbut to a small matter being 
only for his own vesioels that the Company may easily allow it. 

The 6th, if we rightly app~e'hend it, is no more than what all people 
enjoy, 'Who are so far from paying custom at expOl·tation of their 
own goodS that. they pay none for what goods they buy. But If 
he intends his goods must pay no custom at landing nor none at 
exportation of what he cannot sell, 'it will be so great a loss to the 
ComPJtny, they ha')'ing farmed out the customs for two years" that 
the 'benefit of his settlmg here will, we believe, not countervail it, 
till it comes into the Company's hands again. 

As to the 7th, our law is such that "if a person be indebted to 
several men, l"hosoever gets a judgment first in Court will be 
paid his full debt, but no man can be aggrieved at that, p.or can any 

'Accompamment to f:'urat letter dated 2:nd March 1677, to Bombay, in !:'urat 
-Faot. Out Letter Book 3 of l6i7· 1700, 24 .25. Fouest's Home SerlCEI, I. 111-113'. 
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.' J creditor have nny pletence to what is once paid, and when judgment 
is given It is already paid in htw, so that he IS no longer 
propnetor of It. liut when a person i~ indebted to two llIeli and 
the tit st sues him an.l u on that the secol~d comes m and sues him 
too, '''Ith whal.ill~tlce can we pay all the deutor',! e'ltate to the second 

_ creditor. Only ot tIns he may be a~sured that all justice shall be 
dOlle hllll With speed accordmg 'to OUl' law and the pal ty forced to 
pay thl) full deLt If able, and he m pn"on for tile rc~t ttl!, he 
ple,bes to rc lel1,~e him, wluch we suppose may well con tent hIm • 

.As tu the 8th, m case of war all persons of quality have liherty 
to repan to the ca"tle and seCUle their money and other thmgs of 
",tlue Xot that I snppo~e he intends to fill up the ca'ltle WIth gruf 
(coar;,e) ;;ooJ", b~t 101' money, Jewels, household stuff, cloth goods 
of value, th,lt take up smai.lloolU, he may bring what he pleases 
and may have a w.uehouso apart aIlott"d for himself and fanuly. 

The 9th and-lUth we may JOin together, they being ooly to fill 
up the nurn1er They are pl~m optiCS to ~how the nature of those 
they 11\ e lllluer, which, when they have exp<;llillented our Govern
ment, themselve<! will laugh at us, en]oylllg more freetlom than the 
vcry 81 tIc1es demand, for the meanest person IS never dellled egress 
and leglt'SS upon respectful notICe given, and for horses and coaches 
and the lIke he may keep as m&nyas he pleases and hIS servants 
be pellllltted to wear what alms they please, a thmg common to 
all Nothmg is more promoted by u~ than the free lIbel ty for 
buymg and "ellmg, willch IS the load-stone of trade, 

That ldst tllIng he a,ked of having 10 mans' of tobacco free of 
all dutIe~ I~ the most dIfficult thmg of all, for the farmers will ask 
a vru,t deal to grant such a hcense, it being a very great profit they 
wake III the sale of 10 loans, so that we know not which way 
tIns al tlCle can be condescended to, but in thiS your.Honours c~ 
judge better than US,l 

In reply on the 26th AprIl the Surat Council wlite We 
ohsen'e your answer touching the artICles ploposed by Nima 
Parakh Bania in order to his settlemf';nt on Bombay, ·When we 
come again to treat with hirJ thereon, we hope so to modera1;~ the 
afii1l1' that the }"Iand shall not receIve any the least prejudice 
thereby, and we do not question but wholly to put him by' hiM 
reque;,t of 10 man,9 of tobacco which he would annually recel\~e or 
bllng on the l;,land free of all dutles.2 

A letter of the 19th March from Bombay to the Court of 
Directors ren::arks that It would be a very grateful thing to the 
whole city if then' Honours would be pleabed to send out a gpf'e.,t 
clock and a la,rge bell as these would not only be very satisfactory 
but also very useful to all.s 

I B ,mbay to [o,urat, 3,d April 1677, Sec Out. Letter Book 4 of 16'" .1687. ::5· 27. 
Forrest'. Home f;e!les, 1. 129 ·130 

• Surat Poesluent !th. Aunglel and COUllCiI to Bombay, 26th April 1677, SUI'at 
Fa<.t Out. Letter Buok 3 of 1677 ·1700, 31 Fouest'. Home Series. 1.113. 

'Bombay tOCoUlt, 19th March 16i7. Sec. Out, Letter Bpok 4 of 1677 .1687, 22. 
Forrest's Home Ioel'1e8, I 120. 
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In June o£ this year (1677) the Companis interests in Western 
I.ndiaesustained a set'ious loss by the death: of President Aungier. 
The Surat letter of the 30~h June to Bombay states: It hath pleased 
God to our great sorroW after a tedIOUS sickness to take out oE this 
life our worthy President, Gerald Aungier, who "deceased this 
morning between 4 and 5 of the clock, of which we thought good 
to give you this timely notice that you might prevent all 
inn~vations or disturbances upon the island. .For the better 
government of its affairs we herewith send you a copy of a 
clause' 6f the Honourable Company's letter b~aring date the 2211d 
]'ebruary, wherein you will find that they have made provision ill 
case of the decease of the Honourable Gerald Aungier and 
Mr. Matthew Gray that they have given full power and authority 
to three or more of their Council of SUl'at to act as commissioners 
in the management of thei!' affairs in these parts of India. 
Therefore, untIl the rest of the Council can be cOllveniently called 
hither -to consider and determine what shall be necessalY and 
consistent with the Company's interest for the more ample 
establu,hment of their !ffairs, we think good to confirm Mr. John 
Petit, our ,,'orthy friend, in the management of the affairs on the 
isl,md to act (WIth the advice of the present Council of Bombay) 
in as full power and authority as he could or might do by virtue 
of the commission given him by our late HonoUlable President. 
We hereby require all persons, inhabitants on the island, of what 
quahty and degree soever to obey and observe his orden 
accordingly, and 'fe do commend to your care the preservation and 
good government of the island that all things may be continued 
m such form and order as at present they are established, observing 
for the future such directions as you shall from time to time receive 
from us, and we debire you to strengthen us with your advice and 
counsel in anything you shall find conducing to the CompanY'8 
iltterest. • 

Our thoughts are now taken up in giving orders and directions 
for the decent burial of the defunct whom God willing we intend 
to int~r on Monday next in such man,ler as the time and place will 
admU.l 

In reply on the 11th July 1677 the Bombay Council wrote: 
W e ~annot rightly express the reahty of our gnef at the perll~al 
of thedeplorable news of the death ,of our late noble President. 
Multiplicity' of words may multiply the seIll3e of our loss, but 
cannot depaint its greatness and the knowledge we have of the true 
worth and integrity of his successors. It shall be our continual 
prayers for a blessing on your great alfalrs.s _ 

A letter from Bombay dated 22nd October 1677 notes that 
Mr. Rolt was confu'med President in the room of Mr. Aungier.8 . , 

1 Surat, Messrs. a. James and Cesar Chambrelan to Bombay, 80th June 1677, 
Surat Faotory Out. Letter Book 8 of 1677 ·1700, 46·47. Forrest's Home Sarles, I 116-

II Bombay to Surat, 11th July 1677, Sec. Out. Letter Book 4 of 1677 . 168i. 39. 
POl'rest's Home Senes, 1. 188. 

3 Bombay to Mr. Walter Clavell, 22nd Oct. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4. of 1671.1687, 60. 
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Bet.ween 1670- and 1680 the Records conta.in references to the" 
result oE the suggestIOn .that respectable Engh~hwomeD sho~lld be 
encouraged to come out and seale IU Bombay. In January 1671 
the SUl'l\t CounCIl refer the Directors to ~he petIrlUu of one Juhn 
Simpson a ma&ross (under-gunnel' German ml1trM6 sallQr) of Bombay 
who had de!>lred that the Court would please to give leave for IllS 
Wife and family to come Ollt on the next shipping. 'l'ouchlog thIS 
matter the CouuClI add· We humbly refer you to IllS own peti~ion 
wlmh will be presented to you.1 

In Decemb~r 167:tthe Sllrat COllnClI wrotl3 to Bombay: We have 
con~ldel ed the request whICh the gentlewomen have made to you, 
tOIlChlUg thell' allowance for one year and the reason they allege 
concerOlng It. Though we are WIlllUg to gratify them III any thlOg 
that hes in our power and do beheve what they say concermag 
Mr. LeWIS to be probable yet we declare we cannot dispose of our 
lIlasters' estates Without their order. They must therefore excuse us 
If we do not gratify their desue. But whereas yan say some of them 
are III so mean a conditIOn that they cannot snbsist WIthout help, 
III Buch case and no otherWise, we enordeI-th,d; you allow elthel' 
6 or S parduos (pagodas) a month to those that are III real necessity 
that they be pI ('served from want which Withal they must understand 
a~ an act of charity from the Company III respect to theIr want. 
Those \\ ho are able we expect 'shrmhl provHle them~el ves. And 
whereas you !:\"lve us noLlCe that some of the women are grown 
scaodal()us to OUI' natIOn relIgIOn and government, we reqUlre you 
In the Hononrable Company's name to give them all fair warnlllg 
that they do apply themselve~ to a more sobel' and Christian conver
satIOn, otherWIse the sentence IS thiS that they shall be confined 
tvtally of their liberty to go abroad and fed WIth bread and water 
till thcy al·c embarked on board ship for England 9 

Next month III wrltlllg on thiS subject to the Directors the SUrat 
CounCIl say· The gent,levromen and other women brought out these 
two last ye,lrs have given I1S some tro·uble demandmg the former 
allowances whICh you wel·e pleased to grant to others, namely one 
~ (jar's diet II they were not m~rl"led before the year expired. 'rhey 
pretend they were sent out on the same conditIOn and that so ·nfuch 
was decll>red to them at the IndJa House by Mr. LeWIS. Notwlth
std.ndlllg thiS we have refused to put you to that charge, declaiing 
we bad no order from you. ThiS hath caused some dIscontent lImong 
them; only we have thought fit to a%lst those who are more objects 
of chanty to keep them from penshlllg for want of sustenance. 
We beseech you th!J.t your orders may be hel,"eafter clear touching 
such persons the better to prevent mistake.s 

W.J.th regar(!" to the order that DO Europe ships were to call at 
Bombay, on the 17th February 1677 the Bombay CounCIl wrote to 

1 Burat to Directors (10th January 1671), Surat F&ct. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630_.1673, 
203. For. est'. Home Sen •• , I. 45. 

• Surat to Bombay, 18th Decembe~ 1675, Sura.t Faot. Out. L. B. 2 of 1676·76. 13. 
Forrest'. Home Senetl, I. 74-

• Sumt to Dlreotore, 17th Janua.ry 1676, Surat Fa.ct. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76,31, 
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\he Directors! It is pow effectless to tell your Honours the great 
disapaomtm&nt the whole i"laud hes und\Jr by the Europe shlp~ 
not touching here. What iq past ~annot be recalled. und we mllst 
He contented with OUl' lot.' 4'. 

J n 1677 (28th. February) the Factors at CalIcnt" wl'ote: The 
rognes of Cota are grown worse than ever. They l<itely killed one· 
EnglIshman by name Isaac V\Tatt'l for no o.tber reason than because 
he .would not turn Moor. They lately surprised John Chase and 
Nathamell Meriton by land in their way to Dharmapatan. Onr hope'! 
are tbat Y0ul' Worship and otber friends of l'fombay will 10 time' 
abate their pride, confound their deVICes and severely cha.ti'le theIr 
msolences which would milch rejoice ns.2 

In the following yearOl the managemet;lt of Bombay continUf'Q 
full of difficulty. In 1679 Shivaji's admiral took p'ossesBion of th" 
island of Kenery (Khanderi) at the south entrance to BOlnbay 
11 arbour. .After a vain attempt by the English supported by the 
Sidi of Janjira to dislodge the Manithas some' Bombay troopR 
occupied the smaller rock of Henery (Unrleri) between Kenery and 
the main land. Shortfy nfte;r the English were force<l tq retire 
from Henery.s In January 1682 the Sura! CouuClI wrote to tho 
Directors: The administration of the island of Bombay has been 
the most difficult as well as the \po-t ~mbarrassing part of OUl' 

duty, on account of tbe occupation of the- barren rocks of Henery 
and Kenery by the troops of Shivaji and of thl'l Moghal; the 
obstructIOns to trade by the Portugue'le; and, above all, the general 
impression that .8ambMji 1Uja, the successor of Shivajl, was 
followmg up the plans of !lis father and addmg on every limit 
of his domimonl> to his extensive empire.' 

In 1682-83 the revenue of Bombay had increased, being thill 
season calculated to exceed. the two precedmg years' by 4·700 
Xeraphins. lt was doubtful whether it would yield this amount 
at the next sale, -or farming, in March 1683, becau~e Suml'hll;ji 
continued in possession of the islanji of Kemery, I1nd had ten or 
twelve armed gahvats (ganat.~), which mterrupted the trade, and 
becau.se the Moghal fleet resorting t:> Bombay had expo~ed the 
garrison to attacks aud danger. Thes~ powers, from the situation 
of Bombay relatively to their dominion!>, had kept the Island in a 
constant alarm, the Hunter galley heing the only armed ship left 
to proioect the trade and settlement. Any scheme of the Born blly 
or Surat Co'IIncil for the forCible recovery of Henery was made 
impracticable by the receipt of a letter from the Court dated 22nd 
April 1682 remmding the President of the Compll.Uy's determination 

I Bombav to Directors, 17th February 1677, Sec. Out. L B. 4 of 1677,1687, 16. 
Forrest'l\ Home Senes, 1. 12-1. ' 

• Cahcut to ~ombay, 28th Feby. 1677. Surat Fact. Out L B S of 1677 ·1700, 
26. Dbarmapatan, three miles north of Te1hoherfY, appears in the Bnhat 8amhitit 
(XIV. 14) of Varaha Mlhil'a (A..D 505) as an Island whose people traverse the three 
seIlS of lapIS la~uh conch-shens and pearls A. M. T. Jackson, 1. C, S. 

3 bir G. Blrdwood's Report on the Old Records of the India Office, 1891, 83, 
, ~urat to Directors, 23rd January 1682. Bruce's Annals, II. 472·473. 
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to have no war about He'nery-Kenery and adding, (a:n war is so 
contrary to our constitll~on as well as our interest that we cannot 
too often Inculcate to you our avhsion th~rounto.'L 

By the~e events the relationg between the Government of 
Bombay, Samth8.jl, and the !.\1og1l!\L ha.d become most embarrassing 
and precarious. ·With Sambhajl it was expedient to tempol'lze on 
account of his power extendlllg ovel' those commercial statlOns on 
the Malabar Coast from which the principal part of the investmeJlts 
of peppel' and cardamoms were drawn, as well as over several of 
the stations under th~ Presidency of Fort St George particularly 
Porto Novo. The power uf the Moghal commanded the provm('es 
in which tile principal portlOns ot the Sut'at inveqtment wel'e 
collected. These alarms were increased by the Sldl'S fleet and 
troops being too strong to be resisted by the soldlel's of the 
garrison now reduced to les~ than 100 Elll'Opeans, who were daily 
murmurmg at the p.rice of provisions, which their pay could not 
afford. Under these circumstances a. reference was made to the 
Court for In<;tructions and aid.2 

• Apparently in reply, early in 1683, the Court of Directors wrote: 
After much charge and the wastlllg of m..toy years in vain attempts, 
we have (we hope) at length thought of metho'ds to make Bombay 
a place of con'lldel'able trade and llU~mess: 

1. We ha.ve ordered the ship Charle'3 to unlade her cowries 
there or so many of them as our President and Council at Surat 
shall gIve order for and to take in there such homeward lading 
for England as our President and Ooutlcil sha.ll think fit. 

2. 'Ve have ordered the ship we are now despatching for 
Tonqueen in. her homeward voyage to return through the 
straIghts of Mallaca to Bombay an,} there unload and fill up with 
what our President and Council shall provide'beforeltand to he in 
the stores and give order for the shipping aboard her. 

3 We have wl'itten to our President and Council to order such 
of our ",hips M he shall think fit that go down to the Coast of 
Malabar and India to return. to Bombayand there disperse those 
goods among any of our ships that he shall appoint to takOeOin 
their loadtngs at that place. 

4. That in order thereunto, if he finds it not prejudicial to eur 
service, he should send from Swally one of our small ships .wlth 
bale,~ of goods to fill up any bigger ship or ships he slfall appoint; 
to take up their fuUloadtng at Bombay. 

5. In the foregoing particulars you Will see we have referred 
much to the discretion of our President and Council at Sunit. 
'I'his IS most necessary, seeing they are in the head of our business 
and so near the place; and the more in regard our President hath 
been our Deputy Governor in Bombay and to give him his due the 
best that ever set foot upon the Island since the English ha.d ito 

1 Pub Dept. Court's Letters, Vol. 1 of 1681 • 1685, 11. Bruce's Annals, II. 48B. 
• Bombay to Directors, 22nd beptember 1682 and 8th January 1683. Bru\:o'. 

Annals, II. 488·490. 
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6. AnA now we have opened you a way we hope your own 
ingenuity wlll find out other mediums·of melioratmg the com
merce of that place. 

7. We hope to have a considerable trade from China in a few 
years and have ordered a.n experiment to be macfe for settling 11 

trade at Canton. Although we do but now begin to order 
our ships to return to Bombay from thence, we do mtend here
,p.fter, when you have once a. good store .of p"pper by you and 
some other proper goods for sale in China, to order our Europt> 
ships bound for China which did usually stop at Bantam to RaJl 

directly from hence to Bombay and fill there with pepper an,} 
other proper goods of Burat and those PQrts. Next year yon may 
expect our China ships shall start from as well as l'eturn to BOIll

bay m the same mauner as they have hitherto done frolll :&antam. 
The consequences of this change will be exceedingly ad vuntageous 
to the lsI and which we must hGpe to find our sha.re of m the 
increase of our customs and othE'r revenUeR. Otherwise it Will be 
detrimental to our stock, because Bantam IS the nearest port to 
China, and pepper Ifnd rattans to fill 'up our ships are cheape~t 
ili~. ' 

8. There go fou'i'lfactors 011 thi", ship at the salary each of £15 
a year. The chief, Mr. Standl\lY, we would have sent to Surat. 
The other three you may detain at :Bombay if you ha\7e occasion 
to emplGY them there and the President and Council do not 
otherwise direct. 

9. Smce business is IiJ~ely to increa.se with YOll, it will be abso
lutely: neces.~ary that you have just, faithful, sober, and diligent 
men for the godown-keepers. And, though they be never so good, 
we would have Gur Deputy Governor as oft as his bu.sIness will 
permit to see after them himself and observe how our busine~., is 
managed !n the godowns and frequently inspect their book,og and 
accounts. 

10. Bombay hath been SG monstrously out of oraer anel 
over·grown with riot, prodigality, carelessness and foJly, that 
though i? his tIme Mr. Child clid"as much as we could hope for 
towards a reformation in so shori a time, yet such WM the 
obstinance of the matter contracted by expensive and vicious 
habits that it was too perverse and hard for him to correct at 
on~e. But he having laid the founda.tion of a more frugal aud 
careful managery, you will be infimtely to blame if you do Dot 
perfectly finish that which was with more dIfficulty begun by 
him. This of the two is far the easier task there being In 

• government as well as in mechlmics a great truth in that old 
adage lucile est inventis addere. 

11. That in going through with the work of retrenchment anJ 
reformation you may remove all old incorr1gible lumber out of 
the w~y: we h~ve given full authority to our President and 
CounCil at Surat that whoever in their judgment and consciences 
they s~all find unfit for our services, they turn out in a summary 
way WIthout the formality of tedious, impertinent, chargl'alM 
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eXammations, attestatIons, certificates, letters or otl~el' trumpery 
as was used in the case~of ]\fl'. Petit to no purpose, long expOCIence 
havmg convinced us of this certam tru,th that wherever things 
go generally ill, expenses great, despatches slo,!, accounts confuseJ, 
<leLt~ sta.nLlihg out;, the lDstruments are certamly nought though 
none better furnibhed with volumes of a.ttestatlOns and certificates. 

I:? Auu thelefore if there be any on Bombay in our serVIce 
that are riotous, unfaithful or negligent, fail not wItrJOut 
favo11r or affection", ani\er or ple,luJlCe, to give impartial notice of 
them to our Presillent and Council at Surat, who, we doubt not, 
will ease you of such burdens. . 

1.3 We have now by the Scipio adVIce of a war between the 
two kmgd of Ba.ntam, which confirms us in our resolution of 
ordering all our China ships to return to your place and have 
written to O'lr PreSIdent and CounCIl at Surat to prOVIde and 
have m readiness m the gouowns the value of £20,000 sterling 
by January or F"lll uary 16:;3 in proper goods of India to be put 
Qn boald such ShIpS as we shall send outJ1ext summer to com
plete their loadlOgs at Bombay and sail directly from thence to 
Cllllla. But If some of you do not become more serious and careful 
in our bU"llle"s and III your own ('onvel'sntions we shall ha\'o 
cause to don bt you will not 1>e capable of managing so great a. 
tmst and such weighty affairs as we shall have to transact upon 
that Island hereafter. We shall suspend our Judgments tIll we 
see how well you Will acquit yoU!'!,elves this year. 

H. We shall send YOli out by our ships thItty young EnglIsh 
soldiers with a Lieutenant, one 'l'homas Child, who is allied to 
our Pre~l,lent at Surat , he hath been a Captain of foot in the 
KJn~'~ ~"t vice and bath hkewise Iud command at sea; bun we 
intend In the room of LIeutenant Nl(;olls but not J,o be of the 
Company. rl'he~e thirty soldiers we intend to fill up your 
company but not to make any Increase of officers l 

On the 15th August 1683, ill communicating to Bombay the im
portant news of the grant of a fresh charter the Conrt wrote : We 
send you encl()sed an authen'tic copy of a new Charter granl:ea us 
by HIS l\IaJesty under the great seal of England, for the suppressing 
all interlopmg and interlopers, of which we shall write you ~ore 
largely by our ShlP~ In the meantime we do hereby appomt our 
Deputy GO\elnOr of Bombay to be our Judge AdvQcate 'here. 
and to put all the powers gl'anted, us by the said new Cha.rter into 
full and perfect eKecution 2 

On the 7th April 1681., before the news of Keigwin's revolt Jtaq 
reached them, the Court wrote to the PreSIdent at Surat: We 
have cllO~ell Dr. St, John Doctor of the Clvll Law to be Judge 
of the Admiralty Court in the Ea.st IndIes and of all our maritime 
.... :lairs th€re, to be erected in pursuance of His MajestY'l additional 
charter of the 9th August last (1653) at the salary of £200 a 

I Cnnrt to Bflm\' .. y "itbout date (1682), Pubhc Dep:rtment Letters from the 
Court, Vol. 1 of ]681· 1685, 32·34. Of thIS letter fOlll' ~ages are mlssmg. 

• Court to !:lomhay, 15th Aug 1683, Puh. Dept, Court s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 .1685, 55. 
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\rear, and to have the accommodation of hiI!-, own diet at the 
Govet:,uor's table at J3ombay, but all otlfer accommodations for 
himself and his two servants !\re t& be at his own charge and to take 
place at the Governnor'g table as second. We therefore order and 
direct that a ~onvenient place be assigned him fof holding the 
Oourt of Admiralty, and that you appoint such offic~rs as a.re 
necessary to atten.d that Judicature which is designed for "ro
ceeding against all interlopers and private ships and per~Oll::l 
tral'iing In the East IndIes or to or from the East IndIes, contrary 
to HIS l:1ajesty's Royal charter granted to ul}. For the honour 
of our Dation and more perfect information of all persons that 
are and shall be concerned in the proceedmgs of that ju,licature, 
we do expressly order and direct that the whole process of that 
Court be carried on III EnglIsh lind not in Latin in all the CommI's
sions, Acts, Constitutions, and sentE'nces thereof, and that you do 
take care that a "table of fees' be agreed on' and published for all 
processes, writs, summons, adjudications, sentences and decrees 
and all other ~hillgs that are or shall be passed in the said Court 
and to all office~ atteIrling the same, which are not to be E'xceecl
ed, upon some moderate penalty to be therein imerted and 
published. Bis Majesty hath been pleased upon our approbations 
of him to grant DI'. St John a commissIOn under the great seal of 
England to the pUrpose aforesaid. For which also he hath our 
commIssion undel' our larger seal, a copy whereof we herewith send 
you, and he is from time to time to transmit unto you, as aJso to 
represent unto the Deputy Governor and CounCIl of Bombay an 
impartial accoune of all his proceedings, as Judge of the saId 
Court. But all other judicatures upon our said island are to 
remain in the same condItion and order they now are and under 
the management of the same persons, until you receive our further 
orders after we have an account from you of the good deport. 
ment of the said Doctor.1 

About the same time (April 1684) it was found that the ships of 
interlopers instead of taking in' their cargoes at a British port, went 
to Ostend, and took in Europe produce on British capital, and thence 
pro~eeded to India. On dIscovering this project, the Court applIed 
to the King, who Drdered a man-of-war to intercept them, but two 
of their vessels escaped. Instructions were therefore sent to the 
Con'lpany's agents to seize their ships and goods.2 

On the 3nd October 1684 the Court wrote to Surat : We are very 
sensible that the interlopers have given you great trouble, and have 

• 
I Court to Surat, 7th April 1684, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 1. of )681-1685,87-88. 

ThIS Court was to be held at Bombay, as bemg a possesS'lon acquITed by the Crown 
and by It vetted In the Company III full property. It wa.s to COOSISt of the 
Judge and two mercha.nts-Company's servants. 'fhe Judge was to take cogmzanc. 
of and to try e"amme and decide on all cases 1 egardmg the mterlopers or prlvat. 
merchants who mIght attempt, contrary to the KIDg'S orders Bnd m vlOiatlOn of the 
Oompany's exoluSIve prlvIlegeli, to traue or estabh.h factorIes III the countrle! 
withIn then bmHs. Court's letter to Surat, 7th AprIl 1684 vOompany's commUl 
RIO~ to Dr. St. John, 7th April 1684; Kmg's commiSSIon to Dr. St. John,6th Feb. 
168. Bruce's Annals, II. 497. ~ Bruce's Annals. II. 522. 
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been a great interruptIOn to all our business, but art fulfy sath.fi~d 
that our President and Council are worthy men and hav~ served 
u~ faIthfully and as well as a'hy men could have done under so 
many dlsappointments.1 

On the 16th November 1683 the Court again state We are 
now much set upon the improvement of thl~t our island of Bombay 
and do e&teem It a place of more consequence than we have former
ly done We cannot imao'ine but a WIse and prudent CouncIl plight 
promote or create a trade 0 there in a place so admirably situated 
and so tull of pl'oJ'le 2 

In the senne letter the Court administer the following caution 
'1'he increa",e of our people at Bombay must necessarily increase 
our revenue if you Le careful to make the most of it WIth 
a httle ingenUity you may find out othel ways to augment our 
revenue, which we reqUire you to make your study and endeavour 
as much for the sake of your common country as your em
ployels It is a vain and idle Imagination for any man to think 
the English nation can ever be as considerable III India as the 
Dutch untIl we ale as wise Ilil they in creatmg and thl'lfty manage
ment of revenues in places conquered, fortIfied, or pObbessed. This 
necessary providence the Dutch have improved and refined to Buch 
a degree at l:Iatavh1. as to mak~ that place render to the Company 
clear annually £90,000 sterlIng (as we are informed), more than all 
the great charge thereof S 

In AprIl 1684 thE' counsels for the improvement of Bombay are 
repeated' Weare now much more concerned for the improvement 
of Bam bay. We were concluding it to be a place that may stand us 
in mIghty stead in case of a war WIth the Dutch or that the Moghal 
gavel 1101 s should go and affront us as they did last year in the 
Bay. We would, therefore, have you keep that island always in a 
btrong posture of defence and our soldiers strictly to theIr duty and 
in the cOll'ltant exerCIse of theIr arms You should set your WIts 
effectually on work to create some considerable manufacture upon 
the island that may augment the number of the inhabitants whom 
we would have modelled ini<:> traIned bands under English pI' other 
officers, 118 you shall see cause, and make of them one or two regi
ments or more as their numbers will hold out. 'fhey should be ex
ercised in arms one day m every two months or a~ often as you shall 
think lIlay be convement. You need not always waste. powder 
at Buch exerCIse, but teach them to handle their arm~, thell' facings, 
wheelmgs, marching, and countermarchmg, the first ranks to pre
sent, draw their tnggers together at the beat of the drum, and 

• 
J Pub Dept Court's Letter, Vol. 1 of 1681·1685, 94. , 
2 Court to Bombay Deputy Governor and Councd, 16th November 1683. Pnb. 

Dept. J..etters from the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 . 1685, 59, 
3 Conrt to Bombay Deputy Governor and Conneti, 16th November 1683, Pub. 

Dept. Court's Letters Vol. 1 of 1681· 1685, 60. The capture oi Bantam by the 
Duteh led to the decla.ratlOn of the Court that ID future they would conSIder Bombay 
as an lmlep"u<lent Enghsh settlement, and the seat of the power and trade of the 
Eughsl, natIOn 10 the E .... t IndiCa. The resolutIOn w .... lncompatlble With the 
retl'en<hment., CIVIl and mtiltalY, ordoled ID the two last seasons (1681 .1683). 
Bruce's AlWalS, 11. 491· 498. 
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fa'l into th-e re?J.r for the second ranks to advance as is often \lsed 
with leaIners in our artillery ground. Still ~metimes they must 
be used to firing', lest in tIme of at:tion they should start at the 
noiRe or the recoll of theIr af'm'l ! 

In the same letter the Court state' The ships R~urn, For· 
mosa, Tywan, and other of our country vessels wIll now all belong 
to your President. We would have their station or home to be 
Bombl-Y for the security of our island. Notwithstanding it will 
import us much that you keep them voyaging constantly upon 
short trips for l'lc'e or pepper, eRpecially when y~ apprehend the 
island not to be in danger. Otherwise the charge of those ships 
may eat out a great part of our stock, which we hope our President 
and CouncIl's prudence will prevent. They will take care likewise 
that the Jlew military titles which we ha\Te now conferred upon 
our President Governor and Second or Bombay, shall make no 
increase of charge to the Company.2 

The Court continues' We pro~ise oU:rselves by the trade of 
rice besiues the pro:'it of It, the following great ad vantages 3: • 1. Ourships that used to lie idle in Swally Hole will by that means 

be earuing u~ something towards the char$'e of their demurrage. 
2. Our Island and bay will be tbe better secured by the con· 

stant resort of so many EnglIsh ship!!! to and from it, as tIllS trade 
WIll occasion, which before was managed by boats of no force. 

3 By the store the Company will always have kept of rice 
and paddy, the island will be secured from famine in case of any 
sudden breach or afflont from your neighbours ' 
The truth is it is imprudent for the Government of so popu· 

lous an Island to be at any time unprovided .... of half a year's 
store of rice or paddy for all the inhabitants. Or to attempt any 
considerable tluhg till their fortifications are all strong and com· 
pletely finished, their guns and carriages all firm and fixed, their 
companies of soldIers full and kepi; to strict order and dlsciplme, 
and the guards exactly set and relieved every day as if an enemy 
were in port. This we require of OUI Deputy Governor to be 
constadtty performed, and when your emulators see you in such It 
posture, they will not be so apt to affront you as they have been, 
for th~ugh the old maxim was pax ques'Lia bello, peace may as 
well be p'reserved and obtained by bemg in a formidable and strong 
posture o-r wartBnd defence as by war itself.4 

The Court continues: Though on this occasion we will not 
absolutely order it, we think fit to recommend it to your prudence, 
wh@th~r it be not convenient at all times to keep the greatest part 
of our estate and stores of pepper or other goods at Bombay. For 

1 Court of tlrectors to the Ptesldent and Coundl at Surat, 7th Aprt11684, Public 
Dept, Vol. 1 of 16!Jl • 1685, 77 -

~ Court to burat, 7th AprIl 16S4, Pub Dept. Court's L. \' 01. lof 1681. 16S:5, SO. 
a In the same letter, 7th .A pnl 1684, the Court ordered sold,ers and wea vel's to ue 

paid partly In flce at Comp.Luy's prlc.e aud partly in money; Pub. Dept. Letters 
from the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681· 1685, 81. 

• Court to Surat~ 7th April 1684, Pub Dept. Court's L. Vol. 1 of 1681 .1685, 82. 
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,'ou see we are resolveu ~o far as in us lies to luake it illfpl'egnaLre, 
~nd we bope it may he much more healthfullteleafter, "'pen the 
drowned lttnd" ale dlallled as·we hope they may by that method 
we have now propounded j 

By what 'we wrote you last year you WIll see we are resolved 
upon the defence and Improvement of Bombay In another manner 
than e,-er we were hpretofore. Your letters thIS year intimating the 
encroachment of the Moghal's governors, and the repeated aftronts 
of the PottuO'uese, gn-e us further cause to hasten you in the 
J'UlIJmO' of s;ch bh"tJons as are wanting and in the prosecution of 
those other methods for the Improvement of that place wbich (we) 
then gave you. 

Be;nc!c'> wblch we are now resolved that for the futme at least 
one-half of our Europe shIpping shall load home dU'ectly from Bom
bay not outgoing at all to Surat or Swally. We theI efore do hereby 
order yon trom ::3Ulat and the Coast of Malabar aDd IndIa to make 
such a" proviiolOn of all sorts of goods to he rE'ady IUlbaled at Bombay, 
that what upon good delibmation we have now resolveu may 
certa,mly and effectually be comphell with~2 

In othel despatches the Court iostmcted the Pwsillent'to tem
pOl'lse wIih both SarubMji and the Moghal. WIth Sambh:iJi by an 
applic,liIOn for permiSSIOn to ie-estabhsh the F<1ctOlY at ll:iJ:ipur, 
and With the Mogbal by presents to the go,ernor of Surat, to pre
vent 1m t<1kmg alarm from the removal of pltrt of the Company's 
goods anll shIpping from that port.s 

On the 2nd July 1684 the Court wrote Though our business 
ig only trade and seculIty, not conquest wluch the Dutch have 
ainll)I I at, we dUI e not trade boldly, nor leave gl'eat stocks the year 
alJuui Il1 any counb y whelC we have not the securIty of a fOl t. 
F or thIS cauge we are now leEospning our trade at ~l'at aud dU1W

ing our concern" more to Bombay For the same cau~e hkewhe 

I Court to the Rurat PreSIdent and CounCIl, 7th April 1634, Pnb Dept. COlli t'. L, 
Vol 1 of 1681- 1685, 86 No detaIls have been tlaced of the method refcrre,1 to. 

• Court to tue bumt Pre"dent and Council, 2nd July 11184, Pub. Dep/f. Letters 
from the ("mrt. Vol I of 1681 ' 1685, 91 

3 Conrt to the Plesltlency of ~urat. 18th AprIl and 2nd July 1684, Brnce', Annals, 
II. 52~ In the same year (16A4) a despatch contams tbe folloWlllg refere""e to the 
PersIan trn,1c We velY well hke the Pprslan mlll ... ter's proposals for Enghsh shlp$ 
to be cO"Btlntll' employe(l between PersIa and IndIa We shaUj;hls yed'\- spare you 
BhIPPIll~ enough that yon may employ two constantly ill that tra,le, If yon find you 
can do It to our a.lvantage And we do bereby leave It to your dIscretIOn to make 
snch an agreement for us as yon shall thmk fit whIch we WIll take care to perform, 
First It wtll be re'jUlslte that some end were made WIth the Pers180 for tl\e great 
arrears of cn,toms they owe us These we have orelered SIr Thomas Gralltna1n to 
demand of them as soon as he shall arnve In the Gulf of PerSIa, and In case of lefusRI 
to rIght us by reprisal upnn the kmg of PersIa's subjects for whICh purpose we have 
fo lIy mstructed blm. Of thIS" e do oat send you copies 1I0r allV copIes to OUr agent 
and counet! of Oombrocm that they and you may much moreC Justly plead Ignorance. 
In case tbe PerSI,\ll should resent anythmll, l:hrTbomas Glantbam;hall do In the Gulf 
m pursuau.e of tho.e orders we have given hIm. Thus mnch of that a{falr we 
thought neceMlllY now to Impart to yon that you may the hetter prOVIde for the 
spcurlty of onr estate In PersIa and al! other places 8ubordIDllte to your Pfesldency. 
Court'. letter to tbe Surat PreSIdent and Conned, 7th Apnl 1684, Pub. Dept. 
I,ctters from the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 85 - 86. 
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W\l are e!\.lar~ing our fortifications as well as our trade at 
Kaj.'war.l 

While these directions for the improvement of the position of 
Bombay and the developmE!'nt of its trade were on their way to 
India. the revolt of Captain Keigwm, the Command.l.nt elf the Bom
bay garrison, had removed the lsland from the control of the Com
pany's officers and nominally handed it to the King of England. 
'fhe main cause of Keigwin's revolt was the measures whICh for 
some years had been in favour of abridging the charges of Bombay, 
and particularly the mihtary expenses. '1'he oIKcers both III their 
rank and pay had been placed lower than they had formerly been and 
the~militia had been so much reduced that not only disclpline hall 
been relaxed but the authority of the officers over the mon was 
at an end. Discontent, bordering on disobedience, could not be 
easIly repressed and an incident only was wanting to lUndle this 
discontent into a revolt. Captain Keigwin applied ,.for subsistence 
money, there being no Company's table as formerly. After much 
altercation between him and the Deputy Governor, he was allowed 
money to the extent 0& 25 rupees a month, but in case the 
Court should disapprove of thls allowance, it was to be refunded. 
Thus the plan of abridging the charges of the officers entrusted with 
the defence and protection of Bombay was unhappily carried to the 
extreme of ordering the half allowauce pai,l for diet to Captain 
Keigwin to be refunded. This parsimonious measure produced the 
discontent and probably the revolt of the garrison.s 

Captain Richard Keigwin, who commanded the Company's garri
son at Bombay, assi~ted by Ensign Thornburn and other!l, on the 
27th December 1683, seized on Mr. Ward the Deputy Governor 
and such Members of Council as adhered to him, aSi':.embled the 
troops and militia,annulled the authority of the Company by procla
matIOn, and de~ared the island to be immedi.l.tely under the King's 
protection. The garrison, consisting of 150 English soldiers and 
200 topasses, and the inhabitants of the island, elected Captain 
Keigwin to be Governor, and appointed officers to the diflerent 
eompanies, with suitable rank, and civil officers, storekeepers, 
and hal-bour-masters, declarIng, that- if their servants would 
acknowledge the King's government as proclaimed, and diu not 
interfere with the administration of it, the Company might 
procee<1. ill their trade without molestation. Keigwin took posses
sion of the C0ntpany's ship Return and the Hunter frigate, anti 
landed the treasure amounting to between 50,000 and 60,VOO rupees, 
intended for the investment at Karwar, which he lodged in the 
Fort, and pubhshed a declaration that it should be employed only 
for the defence of the King's island and government.s 

The first measure taken. after the revolt, was a proclamation by 
Captain Keigwin, requiring the inhabitants to take the oaths of 
allegiance to the King and to renounce their obedience to the Com-

I Court to the Surat President and Oouncil,2nd July 168!. l'ub. Dept. Letters from 
the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681-1685. 92. 

'Bruce'a Annals. n. 512· 513, 522· 523. 3 Bruoo's Annals, II. 512. 
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pany. With this proclamation the whole of the galvisol!, militiJ, 
and mhablt.ants feathly compbed, the troops from an expoctation 
of relief from tho grienmces of ~hich they had complained, "b.nd the 
lllhal)ltn.ut" fwm the usual expectations.held out to mob" Of relief 
from tn"c~ .• 'fo snch a heIght thd this frenzy proceed that the 
crews of the COllll?any's ships, senl first with commissioners and 
nest accompanying President Chrld to Bombay to prevaIl on Captain 
Keigwin antI hIs aJherents to return to their duty, instead of being 
lhspo~ed to act offensively against the revolters, caught .. the 
proJudices by WlllClJ they were instigated and could not be entrnsted 
in the mo~t necef,sary serVlces whIch the commissioners and after
wards tho Pl'csHlent and his Council thought might be effectual tor 
l.he l'estotatlOn of order and legal authority. 

Captain Keigwin and his associates then addressed letters to 
HI'! Majesty and to the Duke of York, expressive of their detel" 
mmation to mal{).taill the island for the King till his pl~asure should 
l'e known, and enumerated the causes whICh had imposed upon 
t.helll the necessIty of revolt either to prevent the island being seized 
hy SambbaJI who was in possession of KtAranja, or by the S1di or 
Admiral of the Uoghal who With a numerous naval force Jay near 
it, each !lanng in Vlew to expel equally the l{}ng's or the Company's 
forces flom a station of which both for a D,umber of years had been 
jealouR, and each afraid that.the other might anticipate him III 

acqumng. Captain Keigwin and the conspirators next repreRentefl. 
t.o the Court of Committees that the selfish sclreme~ of S1r JOSIah 
Child in Rngland, and of his brother Mr. John ChIld the PreSIdent 
of Surat, of whom lir Ward, the Deputy Gove!'llor of Bombay, was 
lin instrnment only, had been the 'real source of their conduct, 
!\.ldmg thd.t both the gaillson and inhabitants were deter milled to 
pre~ln c the place in its allegiance till the Kmg's plea~ure should 
Lc conveyed to them.! • 

1 Bruce'. Annals, n. 513 - 515. Dnl"lIlg th,s crms (January to Se:ptember 1684) 
C-..pt,Ull Kelgwlll sent Captam Gary to SambhaJl R<tJa and suc(.eeded III negot,atmg 
a tl<mty for tree trade ill h,s domiUlons He also plOcllTe(I'an order for the payment 
of l~.f)I)O p,'gq<las due to the Ceml*ny Tins serVIce, he represented III a letter to 
Kmg Charles II, the Company ha,l neglected, or perhaps coult! not hav.! .ffected. 
}[,' a,lJetl that the ga1'l'1l!on of Bombay consUlted of 505 men In full allegiance to 
H,. !.IaJe.ty, that the Island W8.l! supporteJd by Its own re\enue ;" and that none at 
the Cump lilY'S mouey, oel7.<>d on the shIp Return, had hithel"to been mad,.use of. 
The.e c\ pnl ~ emhllrra.8ed wade, as the 'natIves could not dlstmgulSh between tho.6 
who had u"ltrped power and those who really were the representatIVes of ~e Enghah 
natIOn or the Company-an eVIL which necessarily arose from ."elfIg the subjects of 
the same country aSBummg tho dt.tmctlOns of KlUg'. and Oompany's servants, umo
telhglble ~o tiloRe who could only Judge from appearanaes and from power. In th,s 
81tuatlon Pres,dent Cluld and hiS COunCIl tnAde every axerhon to p~epare an lUvest
ment of Surat gO( dlI,. peppel', eard"moIDs and mdlgo, for the Company', ShlpS"Qlld to 
despatch thClU for Europe that the home aalee mIght he all lIttle l1lJllred a8 pOSSIble 
by the convulsed state of thlll seat of -theU' trade and Its dependenclCs. A faatory 
WaS e.tahl",hlJd a.t Telhcherry nncler instructlOns to aVOld offendmg the French who 
hall a houMe of traoe at that. port, becanse the arbltl'8lY proceedtngS' of the Dutch III 
u.onopolulIIg the whole of the pepper trade, and tho der.ression of the Portuguese 
settlement. from theIr wa.r WIth SambhllJ" .. quU'ed conClltatory tnea8urOil WIth the 
Frpn~h t" ill.!ltCe them to transfer th",r hOuse at Telbcherry to the Company. 
Lett~rs ilom the P,.gld.ney of 1"1'1'8t to the Court, 10lh IGth aUll 26th API'IIIlIlC\lst 
May, and to the Seel.t Oommlttee, 26th S. ptemlJer 168.J, CaptaUl KCIgWlll'q letter 
to the KIng, 15th i::cpk'lllher 1684. Bruce, II, 536.537. ' 
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'When tl1e ftesident and Council of Surat were informed of this 
nnexpected and dangerous revolt, they appt>inted three commis
sioners 1Mr. Zinzan, Mr. Da.y, and Mr. Gosfright) to proceed wIth 
three of the Company's ships to Bombay and endeavour by promises 
of pardon and redress of grievances to persuade the .revolters to 
return to their duty to the Company. After fruitless conferences 
for a month, in which every expedient was tried on the part of 
the commissioners and refused on the P!1.rt of Captain Keigwin 
and !'tis adherents, they were satisfied that persuasions and threats 
were equally unavallmg. On the 31st Janua~ 1684 President 
Child arrived off Bombay with three more of the Company's ships, 
the three which came with the commissioners having been at 
different times in this month despatched to England with the 
Company's investments. The commissioners remamed on board a 
country vessel, while President Child held conferences with Captain 
Keigwm and repeated promises of pardon and redress of gdevances. 
This offer also was unavailing. for the animosity of Captain 
Keigwin and his adherents was directed against the President and 
bis brother Sir Josiah C~ld, to whose influence they ascnbed not 
only the suffermgs which Ilad driven them to the measures which 
they had taken but all the evils of which they and the greater part 
of the inhabitants of the island complained. 

After consultations which contin-aed till the month of March 
1684 and after duly 'reflecting that he had no military force 
which qould reduce the island to obedience, and that the crews of 
the ships so far favoured the revolters that they would not act 
offensively agaInst tHem, it was determined to despatch to England 
the three Company's ships with their ca.rgoes eotimated at above one 
millIon of rupees, and to station two confidentIal persons at the 
island of Kenery and two at the Portuguese settlement at Vesava, 
and by permisslQn of the Sldi and of the Portuguese Governor to 
employ boats, whenever ships might appear in the offing, to direct the 
Captains not to go into Bombay harbour but to proceed directly to 
Swally. Under these circumstances the President and his CouncIl 
returned to Surat, leaving the island of Bombay in the posseSSIOn of 
the re"oJters. t 

Besides the want of force, military.or naval, another not les'3 strong 
motive rendered necessary this conduct on the part of the President 
and h!s Council. The interl~pers had for years been inCrea'llllg. 
During the pr~ent season they had been more numerous than III 

any former year Strong apprehensions were therefore entertained, 
either that the revoHers had been instigated by the agent~ of the 
interlSJpers, or that, could force have been employed, a connection 
between Captain Keigwin and these adventurers would be formed 

I,Brnce's Annals, n. 515 - 516. It appears that the President with hiB- CounClI had 
returned to Surat~n tho 7~h Maroh 1684 and employed every expedient to mduce 
the revolters at .nombay to return to theIr duty and had been so fortunate as to 
retake the Company's ship Return sent by the revoiters to Mr. Petit, the oblef of the 
lDteJ lopers at f:iurat-a proof that the opmion which the PreilldeDcy had form~d re
spectmg the connectIOn between the mterlopsrs and the revolters was well founded. 
Bruce's Annals, II. 536. 
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(for they had frequently reported that a. new East. India 'Company 
had been instituted in England. in whose employ they weN), and 
that the interlopers would assist the insurgents and get po~sesslOn 
of the Isln.nu.1 ~ 

As soon as °advices of the revolt at Bombay arrived and informa
tion was received that Captain Keigwin had addlessed letters to the 
Kino' and to the Duke of York, attemptlllg to explam away a 
pULhc crime by the necessity of preserving the Islanu in its allcgll),llce 
to the Klllg and to save It from becoming a conque~t to Shlvliji 
or the ~JoghaJ, the Court appointed a Committee of Secrecy WIth 
powers to nl<Lke application to His Majesty and to concert such 
measures as might be advisable for the recovery of the place a 

In a lettcr to Surat of the 3rd October 1684 the Court _observe' 
We are very sorry for the ill news of Bombay. For reducement 
thereof, we have by His Majesty's command appomted a Secret 
Committee conSisting of the G!lvernor, Deputy Governor Sir Benja
mill Bathurst, Sir Jeremy Sambrook, and Mr. Joseph Herne, whose
oders touChlllg that affair you are to pursue as effectually as if 
they came from ourselves a'3 you will perceive by an order of 
Court of 6th August 1684.s 

The Secret Committee stated in a report to the King, dated the 
l:Jth August 16t!4, that from ilie period when their charter and 
pnvueges had been renewed, their officers and soldlers had enjoyed 
encouragements superior to those which the Dutch granted to their 
troops, that the pay and allowances of an Enghsh soldier were 
glcater than those of an inferior Dutch officer; l1hat their President 
and Governor, so far from cruel and oppressl ve conduct towards the 
garnson, had on all occasions manifested every llldulgence com
patible With the duty of rendermg the revenues equal to the 
charges of the eqtablzshment ; that since the lsland had been trans
fClfed to the Company, they had expended the large sum of 
£300,000 on fortIfications and improvements, had con~tructed an 
excellent harbour to become the resort of the EnglIsh trade, and 
iu the precedmg season 1683-84 had embarked 70 soldiers to 
bt. Helena and two complete companies to Fort St. G~orge, 
that tllf'y had authonzed the Presldent to engage five compltnies 
of natIve troops to serve at Bombay; and that the source of the 
rebellion could be traced to:M:r PetIt and Mr. Bomcher, tVilO of 
the Company's ciVIl servants who had been dismissed for en~tlrag
ing the mtedoperfl, of whom they now had become th", leaders and 

I Letters, papers, commISSIOns, and mstructions from the PreSIdency of Sur&.t 
relative to the Island of Bomhay, Report of CommISSIOners, 80th Novemher, 
29th and 30th December HlS3, and 1st, 5th, 6tb, 7th, IOtb, 14th lind 30th January 1684. 
ACLOUllt of the revolt at Bombay, January February and March 1684. Address flOm 
the revolters, and Capt am K.,gwm's letters to HIS Majesty and to H.s Royal 
H.ghness the Duke of York, 28th Jannary and 23rd February 1684. Correspondenca 
between P,eBldcntChlld and the revolters ID the month of Ifebrllal'y 1684 (Indllln 
I{cgl.ter Olfiee). Bruce's Annals, II. 512 - 517 

2 BlUce s Anna.ls, II. 523· 524. 
• (;Olll't to the burat PreSIdent and Council, 3rd October 1684, Pubho D~pal·t.. 

ment, Court's Letters VoL 1 of 1681-1685, 94, 
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had made application to the Moghal to pbtain privileges for It 

Factowy ~t 8m'at similar to thlkt of tae Company, that ihe~e 
proceedings tended to se~luce the Company's garrison, who h.ul 
become instruments m the interloping projects as a,rpeared in the 
reasons assigned by the revolters for their conduct; and tll11l:i tho 
eVIl (m their own language) "had outrun the remedy" j for th('y 
had revived the question (contrary to the prerogative of HIS 
J.1ll.iesty) whether a grant from the Crown, WIthout the authority 
of the Legislature, could give exclusive privileges to the EJ,st Indu 
Company? And that the revolt had been ,\I~o encouraged 1y 
the Company's not having power (as appeared in the former casrs 
of Sir Edward Winter at Fort St. George, and at Bombay and 
St. Helena) to seize and bring to trial their servants for dis
obedience and insubordination. The Secret Committee thelefore 
prayed His Majesty that the rights and powers 6f the Company might 
be clearly defined j that a commi'lsion might be issued under the 
Great Seal for restoring the island of Bombay to them; and a 
pardon offered to the revolters, with the exception of the four 
principals-Captain K~gwlll, Ensign Thornburn (who had bcen the 
chief ring-leader), Captain Adderton. and LIeutenant Fletcher; 
and that His Majesty would issue a proclamation ordering all inter
lopers to leave India under severe ~enalties.l 

So far as regarded the reduction of the island of BombJ,y to the 
Company's obedience, this request was immediately granted. 
An order issued under the Sign Manmtl to Captain Kelgwm 
and his associate!\ to deliver up the Island to the Presidency of 
Surat or to such persons as the Company might appoint to receivc it. 
A commission under the Great Seal, dated the 25th Augu~t 1 6S1., was 
also dIrected to PresIden,t Child, to th~ members of the CouncIls at 
Surat and Bombay, and to the comnlanders of the Company's 
ships, empowering them to receive the island from Keigwin and 
his associates, and to offer a general pardon to all (except the 
four ringleaders) who should within twenty-four hours after notlCe 
return to their duty. 

Vnder these commissions Presidellt Child was appointed Cap
tailP' General and Admiral of the Company's sea and land force/> j 

Sir Thomas Grantham Vice-Admiral, and the semor' commander 
of tJle Company's ships Rear Admiral; with orders to asscmule 
the fiee\; and such forces as they could muster at Sm'at (the mcn 
having been.instructed in the use of small arlllS during the ,>o}'ilge), 
and to proceed to Bombay where they were to intimate the Killg'~ 
commands to Keigwin and require 111m to surrender the Island. TIl 
~h~ event of Keigwin's refusal, he and all who might adhere to him 
were to be proclaimed rebels and traitors; a Council of War was 
then to be assembled to concert measures for acting offensively, 
and to offer rewards for apprehendmg the principal mutincerCl, 
that is Rs. 4000 for sClzing Captain Keigwin, Rs. 4000 for Ensign 
Thoruburn, • Rs. 2000 for Captain Adderton, and Rs. 2000 fur 

1 Report from the Secret CommIttee of the East IndIa Company to Klllg CharI< s 
II., 15th August 1684, III Bruce's Annals, II. 5:':3.525. 



MaterIals] 

AND ISLAND. 93 

LIeutenant Fletcher and Rs 8000 to be distrIbuted, according to 
mnk, to such persons as nught Jngnalize themselve~ in the I'IeI'VICe, 
with assUl ances to those "ho nllght "Qe wounclell, of a. gmtable 
PlO' iSlllU hy the Company, or, in the event of theIr belllg killed, 
of an allowUl!ee to the it· faulilles. 

'1'l1e COlUt by a subgequent applicl1tion to the King' obtained 
nn OI del' for Captam Tyt reI "ith HIs Majesty's Sillp Pbl\,DlX to 
,,,,company the tied and to command under the PresIdent III ~thc 
reductlllu' uf the r~yolters If Captain KeIgwill ~hould refuse to 
de!Jwr up the Islnnd to PlesH1ent ChIld, orto any of the Company's 
OfliCCIS, C1ll,taiu '1'Y1'1el, who commanded the Rll1g's ship, was 
authullZl'd to accept the i>ul'l'euder aud re-dclIver the Il3land to tho 
Compauy 'rillS serVIce bCIng pOl formed, he was to continuc III 
Indm With the Phletllx at the Company's expen6c for one sea!:oon, 
and to be employed under the chrcctlOns of the Pre~ldent and 
Councllm captul'luO' the ye:"scls of intetlopers, receiVIng half of the 
Company's mOIety 00 £ such sClzures for hIS encouragement ill the 
.. erner 

The Instructions given by the Secret Committee to the Presi
dent and Council of Sm'at were in substance to try every expedIent 
to induee the revolters to surrender, and to employ force- only 
on their ol)~tlllately refusing t. dehver up the place, still however 
kl'eplllg to His Majesty's ordels of exceptIng the principal 
ruutmeeIS. In the event of a general pardon havmg been grant
p.l bdOIe the anival of thoi>e orders, the foUl' ringleaders Were 
to be ~tlletly watched, and, lU case of any farther attempts by 
them, they were to be brought to tl'lal for thClr fhst act of rebellIon, 
and If found gUIlty, to be executed, that an example might be madQ 
to prevent futUre revolts. In the event of theIr lesistll1g till the 
olders arrived they were to be tned as rebels and traitors. 

:1<'01' the better preservatIOn of the island in ob;dience to the 
Klllg and to the Company, the seat of the Company's government 
was to he removed from Surat to Bombay where the President and 
CounCIl were to re;,Ide, and a force of three English companies to 
be lllJ.lU(amed WIth such number of native troops and miJi1Ia as 
the l'rc~Jllellt might deem it. expedlCnt to employ.l 

On the 3rd October 168.J. the Court of Directors wrote to the 
Pre~laent in Surat· Though we have been in a hurry of tI~uble 
and Cl)lltl\~ll)ll and forced to please every body dUl'mg the cOmpeti
tion of the lIlterloper& and the rebellion of Bombay, yet we hope the 
arllval of this and our following shi.ps will pnt our General and 
CounCil into such ~pint and our affalrs into such a fiourisjung 
COn(htlOn that good di~cipllUe may be restored again as well in ohr 

I O"lor uncler the El).,n Manual to Captam KClgwin to dehver tho 1,land of Bombay 
to tile COmlJdny, 2.lld Augu"t 1684 ; ComnnsslOU from the Kmg to ~he PleSldellt and 
Counell "f ~ulat aud Bombay for t.,kmg posseSSlOll of the Island of Bombay, 25th 
Alle",t W,!, lIlotruehonstrom the iiecr.t Comm.ttee of vhe East Ind", Company 
to the ('.»,.!llIb''''"US, 2jth August 1684; IettCl f,am the Secret Committee to the 
}'rc.)ULllcy (,f ~u)at, 2b1.11 :,optcmhet 1684; CQmmlss.oll to U"ptalll TYl'lel of HIS 
MaJcbl>'8 blup PL'LDlX, 23«1 Octouer 16M. Bruce's A.llll~18, II. 1i2/) -1i28. 
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factories as in our garrisons, that our General and Council may 
countooance and prefer such as in adversity stood faithful true and 
zealous to our interest, and may dis~ountenance and debase all those 
they found false cold or a~ we usually say hollow-hearted towards 
our interest. We persuade ourselves that you will ftnd upon this 
ship's arrival in all our commanders officers and seamen a more 
hearty vigorous and active spirit for the ruining of all interlopers 
and their adherents than you have formerly discovered in them, it 
bei;g manifest now to all unbiased men that it is not this Company 
only that such ill-minded men wound but the 'tlonour and interest 
of their King and country. If Bombay be again in our possession, 
we would have you pursue an those methods for its improvement 
and security that we advised you in our last year's and in the 
former years' letters, by such steps and graduations as you shall 
find most advisable for our service. To this purpose let extracts 
of all those letters of what relates to Bombay be WrItten out that 
our General may take them with him thither and read tllem in 
our Council of Bombay, that all our Council there may take notico 
of them, and by bearin~ the purport of them in their minds, may 
be always thinking of the most proper means condacing to those 
ends. l 

In all their reports on'the revolt the President and Council at 
Surat ascribed it to the instigatIOn of the interlopers and to the rest
less disposition of the soldiery. After Sir Thomas Grantham's al'li
val at Surat, the 16th October 1684,2 the first subject of delIberatIOn 
between Mr. Child t:p.e Surat President and his Council, Dr. St. J ohu3 

1 Court to the President and Counell at 8m'at, 3rd Octobe~ 1684, PublIc DeL'art. 
ment, Letters from the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 -1685, 97. -

• Before they wete aware of the revolt, the Company had fitted out a large SlllP, 
the Charles the Second, earrymg between 60 and 70 guns, under the command of Illr 
Thomas Grantham, who was also mvested WIth a Kmg's CommlSslOn, and to have a 
vote m the COUllClJ. at Surat, whIle at the port. The ohJect of th,S eqmpment was 
to recover If pOSSIble the Enghsh F<tCtory at Bantam; or If that should be fOUIld 
impractllmhle, to proceed to the Gulf of I'ersla. and there, by the appe..rance of 
force, to~ndeavour to re-establIsh the Company's nghts at Gombroon Bruce's 
Annal>!.' 11. 539 - 540. 

3 Dr. St. John arrIved at Surat as Judge Advorate under the CommlsSlon from 
HIB Majesty on the 15th September 1684. H,S ComnusSlOn was publIshed and the 
Court !rected m' the Klllg's name at Surat on lhe 17th September 1684. 'To 
gIve It greater lIuthollty to overawe..t;he revolters at Bombay, they were Informed 
that theIt'case wOJlld come under the ooglllzance of a Kmg's Judge, and be tnetl 
in a more summary manner (whatever mIght be the result of the revolt) than If 
theIr conduGt should become matter of JuthClal inVestIgatIOn and deCISIon In England. 
On th,S occaSJ(;on Dr. St. John drew up a very able report, whIch he addressed to 
the Klpg and CouncIl ou the general state of the Company's affaIrs and the parti
cullfr causes of the revolt at Bombay. On the first of these subjects he represented 
th"t the aggreSSIons of the Portuguese aud Dutoh had been so great and 80 long 
contmued, that It was ImpossIble the Enghsh trade could eontmue in IndJa for 
three years, unless H,S Majesty should adopt effectual measures for restrammg theIr 
proceedmgs, and protectmg h,S rights, and those of h,S subJeots, 10 tJie East Iwues. 
On the second, that IS on the revolt at Bombay, after an attentive exammatlon of the 
conduct of Preslde'nt Chud who during the twenty.five years he had been In IudJa, had 
mamtamed a steady loyalty to hIS king and country, and an unmterrnpted probIty 
and actIVIty m hIS admmlstlatlOll of the Company's affairs, Dr. St. John stated that the 
rebelhon of Bombay had ansen fiom the depredll-tIOna and Ctlmes of the IDterlopers, 
with whom C"ptaitl Kelgwln was mtlma.tely connec11ed, wham he termed the" Oliver 
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and SIr Thomas Grantham, was whether they should· employ 
force or persuasion to induce the commander of the interloping ship 
Blistol to deliver up th.l.t vesselti'nd cargo to Sir Thomas.Gtanthum. 
.As the commander refused, Sir Thomas <;hd not thmk hImself aulho
rIzed either by his commission or his instructIOns from the Com
pmIy to employ force. Disappointed in this expedient, It was next 
resolved that SIr Thoma& Grantham should proceed to Bombay where 
he arrived on the 10th November 1684. WIth promptitude and sp\nt 
he landed Without any attendants and demanded a conference WIth 
Captain KeIgwlIl, th~ result of which was that Keigwin agreed to 
dehl er up the fort to hIm as a Kmg's officer on the 12th November, 
on condItIOn of a free pal don to hImself and to his adherents. Some 
difficulties aIQse on the followmg day WIth the garrison, onc of the 
soldIers of whIch, had he not been prevented by Lieutenant Fletcher 
one of the rmgleaders in the mutmy, would have shot Sir 'l'homas 
Grantham For a few days therefore the revolters were again pos
sessed of the bland. In thIs lIlterval}Ir ZlIlzan, who had been ap
pomted by the President to be Deputy Governor of the island, arrIved 
WIth Mr EnglIsh and Dr. 'St John as Commii.!>!ioners from Surat, and 
the I&land was formally surrendered on the 19th November 1684 by 
Captam KeIgwin to SIr Thomas Grantham as bearing a King's 
comnllssion, and by hIm immediately transferred in the Kmg's 
name to Dr St. John as the King's Judge by whom It was dehveled 
to Mr. Zmzan as the Company's Governor tIll the arrIval of the 
President. 

The money which KClgwin had taken out of the ship Return 
was dehveled to Sir Thomas Grantham, WIthout haVIng been 
embezzled, but the revenues of the Island had been expended, the 
amOllJ1t of which was to become the subject of a subsequeut inves
bgntlOll 'l'he new Deputy Governor, Mr. Zmzan, by advice of 
Dr. St John ratIfied the gltneral pardon whICh had bfjen promised 
hy SIr Thomas Grantham, and Captain Keigwin we,nt on board the 
Chades the Second under his protectIol!, WIth the intention of 
proceedmg to Englana where he arrIved in J~ly 1685.1 SIr 

and Protector of tbe Islann of Bombay" and wbo tbough be used the Kmg'. nrune 
Bnd authoflty In hIS proceedmgs, had, on a full exammatlOn of all the fach, been 
Influenced solely by predatory and rehelhous motives. Dr. bt John therefore ga ... e It 
as ru. a<lvlCe t" the King and CouncIl to appomt PresIlent Child to be the Kmg's 
Lord Admtrallll Imha, with full powers to bciZe and hrmg to Justice the mt<!tlopers 
of every deSCl1[>tlOn. He conclnded With repeatmg that unless the l'ortugnese and 
the Dukh shoulJ be prevented from carrymg IUIO executIOn theu fixed proJect of 
expcllmg the Enghsh from theIr trade and factorIes, and unless the mterlop~rs In 

hngland as well as In Inrua should be suppressed, the trade between England and 
tbe Ea., Inilies could not contmne for three years. General Letter from the Pfesl. 
dency of SUl-at to the Court, 2bth September 1684. Letters from Dr. St. John, 
Juolge at SUI at, to H18 Majesty and the Pnvy Counell, d .. ted Surat, 20th September 
lG84, and h,s Ofuclal Report on the Revolt at Bombay, dated Burat, 23rd September 
1684. East II1<ha Papels In the btate P"'per Office NOB. 272,273. Bruce, II. liaS, 539. 

I On thIS SIT Thomas Grantham's ship Charles the Second was sent at the same 
bme a very large cargo of pepper estimated at Bs 4,35,700 that the freight might 
re".ml au ofueer whose lo)alty and bdehty to the Company, the Presltlency and 
Dr St John m theu letters to the Kmg ancl to the Duke of York acknowledged 
1U tlw strongest and most honourable terms. Dnlln~ these transactions (March to 
:!\v"clIJuer IbM), the PreSident, Mr. Chlld, remllmed at Surat ocouplbd 1D proYlClmg 
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TholPas "Grahtham wa.s knighted for his services in suplJres&in rr this 
mutiIl3.1 " 

As a recompense to tho'le offieel~ who had remained faithful to thfl 
Company, it was deemed Cl expedlent to form the two eompall1l's of 
infantry at Bombay lllto three, and to gIve COl11llllbtfton'l to olJieull 

-on whose fidelity the Deputy Governor could depewJ.2 
On the 7th January IG85 the Court of Dlrectors wrote to Sluat: 

Let Mr. 'Vatso~, that scandalous Ch!1plalll at Bombay, have lJO 

salary from us frop1 the time of his rebellion, nor any oth{'l' OffiCl'l'l 

there as near as you can, without incurring a ?iew hazard untIl you 
are firmly settled m your government, and let Mr. '\Vatson know 
he is no more our servant; banish him the island ltnd Jet llllu 
take Cfwe to pay for his own passage home, and provide yoursolVt's 
of another chaplain for Bombay out of some of our slups 1f you 
can meet with any so much to your satisfaction as YOli' have at 
Surat in the room of Badham deceased.s 

At this time (1685) Bombay was represented in point of allL·gi. 
ance to be of a rather"doubtful descnption from so many offieNs 
remaimng on the establishment who had been concerned in the 
revolt, and who, from their having received pardon, were agam 
becoming insolent, and creating apprehensIOns iIi the Pre&idcncy of 
Surat of a neW mutiny. Under svch circumstances the Prebldent 
could only temporize till fresh instruetions and a,Jdltional force 
should arrive to enable him to bring the whole under his obeJiencu 
or under a defined and regular subordination.4 

In connection tvith the dIsputed levy of tolls and their other 
dIsagreements WIth the Portuguese the Court's d{'spatch of the 7th 
A pnl 168 j, contained the followmg lllstructions . We bend you WIth 
this a book of the whole transactions that have formerly passed 
concerning ttte injury of the Portuguese at Bombay, the re~l!lt 
whereof (as you WIll see) is that the Company are required 
by His Majesty to forbear and refuse the payments demanded at 
Thana and Karanja, and even to resist the Rame in the best manner 
they can, which if you have hitherto forbore by reason of the 

II> • 

the mvestment for the Company's shippmg and for S,r 'rhomas Grantbam's slup anrl 
ID:1kmg eVel] posslble effort to desp:1tch them wlth full cargoes Th,s he accom· 
phsi!ad With much dlfficulty, the Putch havll1g harassed the traue at KArwar alia 

along the M .. labar Ooast, and the Portuguese durmg the whole of the l'evolt havIJIg 
condll~ed the'llselv-es m an uninendly mannel'. Bruce's Annals, 11. 510·542. 

1 1>11' G.orge BlIdwood's Report On the old Records of the IndIa mlicD (1891), 23. 
2 Letters and papers from the Ple,!Idency of Hurat to the CompallY rcl,.tl\ e to 

Bombay; 1:;'r ThomM Grantham's letters on the Same subject, 28rd aDll SOtl, 
Octj>bel. Srd 12th aud 29th November, 8th and 9th Pecember 1684, hth and 13th 
Ifanut\ry 1684·85. Origmalletters from SIT Thomas Grantham to HIS Majesty, nottfv
ing Ius arrIval 111 England, With CaptaIn Kelgwlll as prisoner, 24th July ](j.,i; 
East InOla Papers 111 the btate Paper Ollice, Pal t II No 20. Bl tlce, II 540· G4~ 

• Court to the Genelal and Councll at Surat, 7th January 1685, PubliC j)('l't 
Court's L. Vol. 1 of 1681. 1685, 100. 

• Letters from the Presldent and Councllof Surat to the Court, 31st Janua, y, 
16th and 23rd~ebl'llary 1684·85. Letter from the Deputy Governor of Bomlla) to 
the Court, 6th February 1684-85. Letters from Dr. St. John to HIS Majesty illl\l 
to the Duke ~f York 10 £,,,,ollr of SIr Thomas Grantllll.m, a"teu BtJUll.",y 27th 
JanUdl'Y and 5th FebrnalY 1684·85 (EMIt India l'apers lU the State l'aper Offico, 
Nos. 274, 275). Bruce, n, 542·54.3. 
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weakness of your garrison, we having now strengthened you, do 
hereby require you to put His Majesty's said order into full exe.ution. 
And If you find there be occasion for it, you may keep Sir Thomas 
Grantham's ship at Bombay for your as~istance untIl this contro
versy aLout tae customs of Thana tmd Karanja be amicably com
po"ed between the VICeroy of Goa and yourselves. But you must 
by no means consent to pay any more customs at eIther of those 
places, although you may (if the VIce-King of Goa approve .th~}.'e
of) agree to a suspension of the customs and of all acts of vlOlence 
on both side~, untilr this matter be determined in England by His 
Majesty and the Portugal ambassador. If the Portuguese should 
upon your refusal take any of yonr small vessels, we can give you 
no better dlrection in such a case than to follow the letter of Ills 
Majesty's Royal Charter to us, the clauses whereof in relation to 
such occasions as these are truly recited in Sir Thomas Grantham's 
Commission under the Company's seaP 

In August 1686, with reference to Portuguese claims to lanus in 
Bombay, the Deputy Governor Mr. Wyborne wrote to Surat 
As to the Padres of Bandra and others tha~ belong to the POl'tu
gal nation, notICe is given to the Chief Justice who will take care 
that no ~uch estates be anyways alienated. But this will be of ill 
consequence. For If the mhabltants of tIns island be hindered from 
attachmg one another's estates, ethey will never pay their deLts 
and one will starve the other We therefore pray your further 
directions as to the inhabitants of the island, who are most undcr 
the nominatlOn as Portuguese As to the dam~es sm,tained by 
the Portuguese in our time we shall take care to give your 
Excellency account, but as for the time past all that we can find 
are in the several books which are at Surat. If after a further 
exanllnation we find anything lUatenal we shall ad vise you thereof.2 

In August 1686 in consequence of instructlOns frotn Surat the 
ship Hunter With an eight-oared pinnace was sent to riue before 
the fort of Mahim 3 This brought the Captain of llasBein WIth 
three companies of foot to Bandra to whom on the ] 5th Sept
ember the Deputy Governor of Bombay addressed the followino 
letter. Understanding that you are corne to Bandla With 's('Jm~ 
force~, I have thought fit to VISIt you with this letter to acquaint 
you that I do not mtend anyways to molest or trouble your country 
or government. The canse of the fngate's coming and lying at 
Mlihim If> only to force vessels to pay their ancien~ dues and 
CU'ltolUl1ry customs at Mahim which IS my Lord and Master the 
Klllg of Greut Britain's Just due and nght, and 1 design no other 
ways or matter by what I have done. Sir, as I have glVen you. 
an account of what I design by sending the frigate to lie at M6.him, 
so I deSIre you to let me know your design in coming down to 

I COUlt to ~ur .. t, 7th Aprtl1684. Pub Dep. Oourt's L. Vol. 1 of 1681'.1685,84 
• B<,mbay Deputy Governor Mr. Wyborne BIld COUDClI to the Surat General' and 

CouncIl.' 13th August !G86, Hec Out. Letter Book 4 of 1671-1687. I· 7. Forrest's 
Hump St l"Jl'S, I 144. 

6 Hornh.ty to Hurat, l'nh August and 18th beptember, Sec. Out. 1. Book 4 of 1617. 
1687,0, :W 
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rnmdra with ·your fOJ;ces. Pray let me ha.ve your speedy anSWP1'. 
I am :lesolved wbat in me hes to maintain a good and firm fricn<l. 
ship and correspondence between trw Crown of England and POl·tU. 
gal, but I will not part with anything that is my Master's dun.' 
'rhree days later (18th September) the Deputy GoveI"tlor reported. 
The Governor of Basaein and his officers are all gone 1100ain. 
We do not hear of any preparations that they are making~ hut 
we keep a good guard at Mahim and shall enueavour to make that 
port secure. At present it is very weak.2 

Early in 1687 the appearance of a Danish 1:!eet oft' the Thana 
coast caused anxiety in Bombay. On the 18th January Bombay 
wrote to the Directors: Since our last to your Honours the King 
of Denmark has made war with the Moors all over India, and has 
already taken sunk and plundered fOllr eminent ships of the 
merchants belonging to Surat. Two they burned and one they have 
kept to their own use. The fourth they have'sent in here (Bombay) 
wIth their goods, and detained their merchants and commanders on 
hostage for near Rs. 7000 on board the Admiral We hear the D,me~ 
will not stir hence unt!l they have restitution for the wrongs done 
them at or about their factory of Tranquebar. This noise has put 
the Moghal's Heet into a tattered and distracted confusIOn.s On tho 
24th March the Bombay Council wrote to the Commander of the 
Danish ship!!!: 'We desire you as you are our friends by reason of 
the near alliance of the two crowns of England and Denmark that 
you would not cruize too near our island, it being a great hmdrancc 
to our trade, our Illerchants being fearful of going to sea. whilst you 
lie so near.4 

The success of the Sidi in capturing several Maratha or Shivtiji 
forts in 1686, by disturbin5 the halance of power, caused 
considerable uneasiness in Bombay. On the 6th October the 
Bombay Couhcil wrote to Surat. The Sidi hu,ving taken somo 
forts from Sambbaji Raja and in one of them a very great gUll, 
~he SIdi's officers residing here have been with our Deputy 
Governor to borrow four hawsers and two eapstani:l and two 
large blocks to get the said gun transported to some other 
plal!e: As yet the Deputy Governor has put him off sa.ying he 
has no gear. But the Moors arc very pressing on him to commanll 
the.gear from the Modi and from the ships. This he will avoid to 
do till he hears from you. If your Ex:cellency pleases that it sho.ll 
be do~e, pr~ advise us that we govern ourselves accordingly.5 

A few days later the Bombay Council resumed, We send this 
to acquaint you that we are credibly informed that the Sidi after 

I Bombay Deputy Governor Mr. Wyborne to the Portuguese Captain General of 
the N 01 th, 15tli September 1686, Sec. Out. L. Book 4 of 1677 -1687, 17. Forrest'. 
lIome Serles, I. 146. 

S Bombay to Surat, 18th Sept. 1686, Sec. Out. L. Book 4 of 1677 _ 1687, 20. 
SBombay to blrectors, 18th January 1687, Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677 -1687,51- 52. 
'Dep. Gov. Mr. J. Wyborne and CounCIl to Commander Danish ships 24th 

March 1687, Setfl.Ont. L. B. 4 of 1677·1687 69. ' 
• The Deputy Governol' and CounCIl at B~mb&y to HIS ExoeUencyand CUlIn,ll at 

BUlat, 6th Oct, 1686, Soo. Out. L. B. !l of 1677 ·1687, 21. 
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having hud such snccess at Danda R!tjpuri and o1,hel" places, is 
resolved to attack Cundry (Kenery). If he do, it will mfalhbly 
be resigned to him by treacl'lery, and may pl'ove of ill conse
tluencc to this island. This we thmk fit" to advise your Excellellcy, 
playmg yOU! directIOns about it, 'whether or no you thlllk It 
fit to send a mall to the Raja to propose to him to give the sl1id 
eundry into our hauds till he becomes master of hIS country and 
then to return It to him again; or any other prop05al that 'yOU 

shall tlunk fit which must be done speedily, or not at all. for cer
talllly the Si.h wil~'have It. Pen is certamly in danger ot' being 
lost 1 As to the SIdl'S people we shall do as directed 2 

In ~PJte of the wars the trade in firearms seems to have been dull. 
On the 13th November (1686) Bombay writes to 8m'at: 'rhe 
ilOn gun" lie at present on hand, not hO.vlllg diRposed of many 
OCClt~lUlled by the great noise of the Sidl's VIctory over ShivtiJi 
\\ bleh puts a stop to the merchants' traffic at present 8 

A few months later Bombay writes to Surat· Several of the 
Sllb ~ boak are come from Undry (Underil and say tllt'Y are bound 
for Surat WIth an account to the Moghal governor that ElJdi Kasim 
Will not IC'av(' Danda Rajpnri and Underi, sayillg that he has 
ellough to do \\ ith SamLhaJi's men who are numerous III tllOse 
part~. \V e gIve little credit .to that pretence, but keep double 
guards ail round the island and do not fear any thmg that these 
people can do to us.4 

About a month later (21st February) they continue' Sidi Kasim 
is come from Danda RaJpul'i to Undry (Untleri). We are in
fOllllea he has be 'Sieged a small fort called Cullanee at the mouth 
of "N,'gan river (the fort of Kohiba off Alibag) and It is thourrht 
he "Ill 11(' ma5ter of It. I~ SO, he will cut Qff all commerce fr~m 
Cnndry, wluch island will fall into hIS hands for want of pro\ 1-

sion What the event of it may be God only knows:5 

l~uur (lays later they write: This comes to acquaint your Ex
(!'ilenc), that yesterday we were certainly advised that Silb KaSlm 
'" ho bBd Le5lCged Cullanee, had raised his siege and was gone for 
RaJflpur III search of Sultan Egbert (~kbar), the Moghal's iiO~, so 
that we hope he WIll not distUl b our neighbours any more thIS 
ycal'.6 

Shortly after a welcome message was forwarded to 8urat. -Last 
mght CUIWl a mes5enger from Sidi KaSIlll who bring~ ne~s that 
tbe bald Sill! had landed at,Jetapur (Jayatapur) by RaJapur and that 
SambhaJI's party met him and kIlled 400 of his penpleand the Sidi 
lumself had recelved four wounds and escaped 'very narrowly of b~in~ 
killed or taken.. He lost four of his gali vats. This we thought fit to 

1 Bombay to Surat, 18th October 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 80. 
Porrest's Home Senes, 1. 147. . " 

• Bombay to SUldt, 31st Oct. 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 .1687, 31. 
3 Bombay to Surat, 18th Nov. 1686, Sec. Out. L. B 4 of 1677.1687, :12, 33. 
• Bomhay to Sura.t, 17th January 1687, beo. Out. L n. 4 of 1677"16~7, liO. 
• Boml..ay to Surat, 21st Feb. 1687. Sec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 -1687, 6.5. 
• Bom},ay to !:Jurat, 25th Feb. 1687, I!lec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 • 1687, 66. 
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acquaint·you·r Excellency. The Sidi is said to have gone to Danda 
Rajpu¥i, but of this we are not sur~.l 

On the 6th October Hi86 Bombay wrote to Surat: Last night 
Captain Oglethorpe arrived here from Maskat, who lets us know 
that two pirates in the Gulf of Mokba hav~ done great 
mischief being manned with all nations. One of them wearS 
English Colours and the other Dutch Colours, and each hits a 
slQOp to attend him.2 On the 2nd December, in conseqUence of the 
presence of pirates on the Thana coas~, the Bombay Government 
iSi<ued the following order to Captain Rath'(,and: liecently on 
the receipt of advice that certain Sanganian pirates, lying and 
cruizing between this and Surat, had taken vessels bound to 
this port to the great los_s of the inhabitants here, several 
Moors haye been with us to desire the ship Hunter to 
convoy their vessels so far as Daman, or as we shall think fit. We 
therefore enorder you immedIately after receipt hereof to weigh 
anchor and make the best of your way to Mal1im river's mouth, 
where, when you arrive, fire a gun. Such ves;,els as come to you 
in order to their lying to Surat, you are to convoy so high as 
Daman, taking a list of what vessels go under your conduct and 
bring to us. We would not have you go any higher than Daman 
unless you hear of any pirates between that and Surat river's 
mouth which we must leave to your dIscretion strictly requiring 
you to make the best of your way back to us.3 This action was 
approved by the Council at Surat.4 A letter from Bombay to Surat 
dated 26th January 1687 shows that even this precaution was not 
sufficient. The Bombay Council wrlte: We send this to acquaint 
your Excellency that yesterday morning we were advised by some 
Moormen that were taken by three Arab ships that cruize off st. 
John's and between that and Bassein, pretending as we are toiJ, to 
look for the Danes' men-of-war. These Arabs had taken out of a 
fleet or lcajla that were under Captain Rathband's convoy, six 
grabs and four shibars, some of which did really belong to Bombay 
and most of the rest had. passes from this island. But having 
Portuguese passes as well as ours the Arabs would not believe that 
they. (i}id belong to Bombay saying if they could be well assured 
they did belong to'our nation, they would not, meddle with them. 
The Hunter and Hoy as we are informed, were fair by them, but 
nevet spoke with them. The Arabs giving some of the men their 
libert~who came to us and advised us what had happened, we sent
out the Right Honourable Company"s machva to crUlze after those 
ships with letters from our Deputy Governor and from the Arab 
that is with us, and two of his men, and hope they may get the 
vessels and goods clear. This has made Volup Venny (Valabh 
Veni) the rendeir (or farmer). Qf the customs very uneasy finding 
that no vessels can pass unplundered by one sort· of nation or 
other. We do humply. pray YOl,Ir Excellency's directions what to 

• 
1 Bombay to Surat, 8th March 1687, Seo. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 -1687,71. 
• Bombay to Surat, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1671-1687, 27. 
a Bombay Order to Capt. Rathband, 2nd Deer. 1686, Sec. Out. L_ B 4 of 1677 -1687. 

72,13. I Bombay to SUlat, 1st Jan. 1681, bee. Out. L. B. 4 of 1671-1681,44. 
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do in this case.- The customs of this island will ~e infallibly 
ruined if those ships cruize long Ion this coast. l 

On the 5th February.the Bombay Coupcll continue: This con· 
veys the complaints of several Bania and Moor mhabitants and 
melchants of this island that have su~tained great losses by three 
Arab shlps belong-inO" to Cong (apparently Congoon on the 
Persinn coast of the Persian Gulf. Low's Indian Navy, I. 33S 
note t) takmg two shlbal8 and a grab laden trom thi~ pent. 
'fhey brlllO' with them several attestations of the value of theu cargo 
with complaints tcl the governor of Surat and do expect some 
satisfaction, hearing there is in Surat river an Arab ship and consi. 
denng they are our subjects and bring by their trade customs to the 
island. They rely on your Excellency to stand their friend. This 
we thought safe to adVise your Excellency O£.2 

The Bombay correspondence contains the following references 
to the great plague which wasted Western India between] 686 and 
11396. Towards the end of 1686 the Bombay Council write: We 
have abunJance of men sick and many of them die. We ale 
fimshmg the account of His :r,rajesty's ship 1>ha>mx but by reason 
of some of her men lying sick in the hospital, and we know not 
how God WIll deal with them, cannot close the account to send up, 
wlllch, as soon as we can, shall pe done.s 

On thc 29th December 1686 the Council wrote: Enclosed is a 
hst of the English deceased since our last to this instant with 
those that are hving. The mortality this year has been so exceed· 
ingly VIOlent we shall much want recruits by all opportunities. 
The chiefest reason that can be gIven is the absolute want of 
good Europe medicmes that should have been yearly sent out 
frt'qh. lIere have been none from your Honours since 1682-83, which 
puts us to use the country phy~ic and serves only to augment the 
charge of the garrison and does men more harm than"good. For a 
supply of what is necessarl we now send a list or lllvoice here 
enclosed under the hand 0 the Chief Surgeon and an account of 
w hat is wanting and necessary to the rehef yearly of the stores and 
marine. 

ThIS letter closes with a suggestion which is perhaps the origin 
of what is now oJle of the chief branches of the import trade of 
BomLay Many of your Honours' ShIpS take in store of balla.~t in 
their outward bound voyage. Now in heu of ballast if you "please 
to send out about 10 or 20 chaldron of sea coals for the use of the 
smith's forge, it may in a year's time save a great part of what 
is expended in charcoal which burns away like dIrt, and does little 
service for any great work that must be made for the garrison's use' 

I Jlombay to Surat. 26th Jauuary 1687, Bec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 -1687,55, 66. ~'or. 
r""t'. Home ber.es I 154 • 

• Bombay to Surat, 5th February 1687. Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 ·1687, 54. Forrest's 
Home Sencs, 1. 155. 

• Bombay to burat, 18th October 1686, Seo. Out. L. B. 4 of 1'iJ77.1687 29 30. 
Forrest'. Horne Senes, 1. 147 ' , 

• Bombay to the Court, 29th December 1686, Seo. Out. L. B. 4, of 1677·1687, U. 
FOlrest's Honle i$CrlC8, I. 148. 
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One 01:- tm references may be added to two domestic matters, 
the o,der not al~owing women to go on voyages and the order 
against gambhog. RegardIng tne urder aboat women Bombay 
wrote toSuraton the 14th"December 1686: We wIll show the women 
that came down to us all the civility we can. WIld Ooose and his 
wife, the Deputy Governor has thought of putting to look after the 
hospItal in the room of a topass ·that now is In It, whlCh may be a 
comfortable livelihood for them and cost our Right Honourable 
Masters on.ly a soldIer's pay. For the future we shall not permit 
any womop to go on yoyttges.1 

On the 2nd December 1686 the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Bombay note that they have set out an order prohIbiting any officer 
or s9ld1erfrom playing for above 5 Xs. on severe penalty. '1'hIS, thpy 
add, angers some people, but gaming rums more.9 

On the 25th April 1687 they continue: Yesterday we despatched !, 
patamal' 3 to acqQamt your Excellency of the arrival of. the ship 
Emerald which ca1ne into this port the 23rd instant at night. The 
Commander and chIef mate brought out their WIves WIth them but 
perusing your E.x:cellen~y's of the 8th December 1686, find your 
positive order to let none of our counLrywomen voyage to and fro 
m ShIPS, in- obedience to which we have kept them here on t~e 
island.' 

In 1686 delay in the arrival of the Europe ships caused uneasiness. 
On the 29th December the Bombay Counqil wrote to Surat: 'rhls 
comes by express to acquamt you of the arrIval of ship Charles the 
Second, Captain Jonathan Andrews, who came to an anchor off 
Henery.Kenery thIS mornmg and is just now come on shore. She 
sailed from Plymouth, which was her last port, the 18th May past and 
arrived Calicut the 29th November, called at Karwar and bronght 
up Mr. John Walsall. We are taking ashore the soldiers that are 
aboard her afld some gunpowder but shall not detam her an hour 
after that IS out. We immediately dispeeded thiS patamar, 
knowing the news of the ship's arrival will be a joy to your 
Excellency after so many months' expectatIOn of an Europe ship. 
The Captam informs us that there were several shIps bound to these 
parLt that sailed before him. In his company was the Modena and 
Ruby sloop, both whICh he lost ~he day after he saIled from 
St. Jago. God oE illS mfimte mercy send them to amve your 
Excell¥ncy safe. We now hope the greatest part of your Excellency's 
troubles are. over, and that we shall see the RIght Honourable 
Company fiourislnn spIte of all their enemies.5 

. In March 1687 tl;1e Bombay CouncIl wrote to Surat : We have 
recE!J.ved a letter from the Peshwa concerning the ambassador that 
was const:.mtly employed between SambhaJi Raja and us.' He says 
that the old one is dead and that there IS a new one made. He would 

1 Bombay to ~Ul'a.t, 14th n<lcember 1686, Sec. Out. L. B 4 of 1677 .1687, 37. 38. 
2 Bombay to Surat, 2nd December 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 ·1687, 37. 
3 The patamar (pdt/mutr) was generally a Brahman. Compare Oommentanes of 

Albuquerque, II. 7S. 
4 Bombay to Surat, 25th April 1687, Seo Out. L. B. 4 ot 1677·1687, 79. 
G Bombay to Surat, 29th Decr. 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 .1687, 39, 40. 
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lw.ve us send a boat for 111m to come and converse with'us out that 
IS only to get a peshkClsh from us as bemg a new made ollicer. We 
humLly pr:,y your Excellency to give us yonrdn'ectIOns how to act 
III tho~e cases that if for the Intul'e a~v ambn.ssador or great 
mcoseuger shoPild be sont to ns by &mbh!tJi or great prmees, how 
we shall tl(?at them and what presents we mav make them and how 
they and theIr rctlllue shall be mamtamed. We have pu t off sending' 
for this man at present m expectatIOn of your Excellency's comins.1 

Of th(' policy imliated by SIr Josiah Child and attempted to be put ill 
practIce In SIIl'at and ·~ombay after -the suppreSSIon of Kmg'wm's revolt, 
by whIch the lull' of the sea W~\s to be tmnsfened from the Moghals 
to the Cumpany, no lecord has been traced. The attempt ended 
m fa.illlre On the 27th of February 1690 AUl'angzeb passell an 
order gll1lltmg the Engh,h leave to trade. The tClms of thIs order 
were hUIDllmtmg. The Engli&h had to admit their fault, crave pardon, 
pay a heavy fine, promise that they would go back to theIr old pOSItion 
of Slmple traders, and dIsmISS Cluld ' the origin of all the evil' Before 
tillS paldon was granted (14th FebrualY 1689) the Sldl fleet and army 
ha.d mvaded Bombay, gained possesslOn of Mahlm, Muzgaon, and Sion, 
and held the Governor and thc garrIson as IT besieged In the town and 
castle The heaty WIth the EnglIsh contained an Older to the SIdl to 
WIthdraw from Bombay. But the Enghsh dId not legam possession 
of ~Ia7.gaon, ~IJhIm, and Sion tIlrthe 22nd of June 1690.2 So weak 
were the defences of the island and so powerless was the gamBon 
Ieduced by pestilence to thirty-five English, that, m Mr. Hania' opmion, 
If lthad not been for the j~alousy of Mukhtyar Khan the Moghal gene-
r.tl, the Sllh nught have conquered the Island S • 

In 1690-91 on the death of Sir John Child, l'lfr. Harris was 
prOclallll('d Governor of Bombay, and Mr. Cooke and shortly after 
hIm Mr. ,'V" eldon Deputy Governor. After recapitulating the 
intelligence of the evacudtion of the statlOns occupied> by the Sicli's 
force~ and fleet, the new Governor and Council wrote. The 
rumous and neglected state of the fortifications had encouraged the 
Slui to make the attack, and to dIsembark his troops WIthout the 
l'lIoghal'I> orders Had the fortifications been suffiClcntly strong 
to prevent hIS landing, more favourable terms would have J.,een 
obtained than were granted by the Phirrnan. In fact such was 
the defenceless state of the island that the conquest of it wa!!."pre
vented more hy the jealousy of Mukhtyar Khan of the influence 
whICh the reduction of it would haye gIven to the Sidi than 1,)y the 
power of the garrison to defend it. 'fo prevent the recurrence of 
similar dangers, the Governor pointed out the necessity of additional 
fortificatIOns. He urged that a walled town should be built with 
ramparts to defend it, which would induce the monied merchants or 
traders to live under the protection of the English; that by such 

I Bombay to Surat, 1st March 1687, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677.1687.68. 
, Bombay GazLtteer, Thana. XIII. Part II. 480·481. Bruce's Ant&ls, U.550.642. 
3 Bombay Gazetteer, Thana. XIII. Part II. 480· 481. Bruco·. Annals, III. 94. The 

J.SUIts had been actIve In helping the Sldl. A$ a pUnishment thClr lands in Bomboy 
WCle BOI7Ald. Ditto, 95 The Bombay Seoretaflat pape1'$ seem to contam no refer. 
ence to these d1.8l\1ltelS. 
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an influt o£'inhabitants the revenue would be increased i that the 
mercltants' stores would become a,security for their residence, and 
enable the Governor to carry his orders into effect. and, in general, 
would re-establish the Oo"mpany's power in the island, and confirm 
theIr government over the inhabItants He next .described the 
weak state of the garrison, which, from a pestilential dIsorder, was 
at this time reduced to 35 English soldiers. They had a suffioient 
number of topasses but their military services could not be 
depended on. They could be employed in raiswg the addItional 
fortifications, but not trusted to defend th~. He stated that 
during the war the Oouncil had employed, with considerable effect, 
a number of black soldier~. Among these, as they could not with 
safety be dismissed, they had divided the uncultivated lands for 
their maintenance-the Oompany to receive one moiety of the pro
duce. An additional stock, and a supply of civil servants, both for 
Sv.rat and Bombay, would therefore be required, and a large rem
forcement of recruits to render the European part of the garriRol1 
efficient. Having thus explallled the general circurnstances of 
Bombay, the Council si,gl1lfied that the Jesuits on the island had 
been actIve during the lllvasion of the Sidi In pl'Omotlllg his views. 
The Governor had therefore seized on all the lands owned or occu
pied by Jesuits. He had-deferred any final decision on the subject 
tIll the arrival of the President from. Surat who would judge of the 
claims of those people and restore their lands to such of them all 
eould exculpate themselves or would confirm the right of"the Com
pany to such portions as had been the property of the guilty. This 
measure, however expedient, might, it was feared, ipduce the Portu
guese to attack Bombay. '1'he island should therefore be kept in as 
good a state of defence as was practicable. It was at the same time 
resolved to fortify, as well as their means would allow, Retorah ill 
the queen of Attinga's country, and to erect buildings at Tellichery, 
that they migtt brmg to Bombay a proportion of produGe from the 
Malabar Coast or render t:p.e investments not wholly dependent OIl 

such goods as could be purchased at Surat. l , 

For several years after their invasion leave to land on the island 
seeDlil to have been refused to the Sidis. In September 1694 Gov
ernment issued the following order to Lieutenant Hanmer: The 
Sidi's people have obtained leave to buy what quantIty of coir 
they'"have occasion for as also' for some small quant.ities of corn 
and otiler provision for their own use, there being five of their 
galivats coming up to Mahim. These are to enorder you to let 
the people belonging to them come on shore as formerly about the 
forementioned occasions. 2 , 

"r;' December 1694 the Government authorised Rama Kamiiti to 
let and to farm all the oarts and batty ground belonging to thoRe 
Moorman than assisted the Sidi Yakutkhan when he invaded the 

1 Bruce's Annals, III. 93-96. 
2 Order to Lieut. James Hanmer, Bombay Castle, 12th September 1694, Sec. Out. 

L, B. 5 of 1694·1696, 12., 
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i-;lan.l nnll to make the bcst aU\'antage 11e coul<l thel eof for'the \1'\(' 

of the RIght Honourable Ea<;t Inpla Company.I 
The 1139 j. r€'col'ds cOl1tain two notices of a hmhel' tl'rtUO I etlVepn 

Bombay J.nd the North Thana coast On the 17th Novembcl 101) t 
the Bombay Go\crnment wrote to lIr Aiillable: Cnptllll1 Lund IR 

coming up in thc sloop to convoy thc timhel' bnat~ to Daman 
H"fol'c he proceed'\, receive of the owners of all the gleat bo,lts 
10 Xs an.l the small 5 Xs. For all others that shall go under bi;:: 
('onvoy Rama Kamati hath wlItten to Narsaji Purvoo (PMrbhu) 
On tl1P same accourrt you must take them to yom' assi~tallce III 

tIns affan 2 In Deccmber 1694 the fo\lnwmg order IS I'\sneo to 
Sergcnnt Ea'\on On rec('ipt hereof make the llest of your way with 
the bonny boat (Dutch fish boat IS the Enghsh bnm boat) undel' 
y()urconnl1anu to UmblMary (UmarsAdi) aUll there st.ty tIll a man 
comes from Ballfare (apparently Rl.lhar or Balsar) to ndVl,;e yon 
that the 15 or 16 boats of tImber bclonglUg to MerJI Naua and 
Rn~tall1 Klika are rea.dy to sail. The three men that accompany 
thi~ yon are to take III the boat with you anci put them a"hore 
at UmbrMary from whence they wIll go 'overland to RnJlfare 
The;::e well know you are to take all pos~ible calC of the boats 
and make what despatcll you can with them towards tIllS place' 

The followlDg examples OCCUl 0(1694.-95) of the practice of grant
ing strangels ot dIstinction and others permIts to travel by the 
Compan) 's slups: 

These arc to enoruer you to receive on board the bearer DllncTnte~, 
!In Armenian, with two chests and a box aneftransport him to 
Surat 4 

Rccei"e on board ~eury and Diodator (two Al'menians) nnd trnn~
port them to Surat, they paying the chatge of their trampOlt.5 

Receive on board Y Cdl'mamoed an Almenirtn and twtn'port 111111 

to Surat, he paying the chalge of his tran~port.6 
These are to enorder you to receive on board two Tnrk~ with 

their nece<;~aries and also two parcels of trea~ure belongmg t(} 
them and transport them to Surat.7 

These al'e to enorder you to receive on board seven Arabq· fowo 
women and one boy and tramport them to Surat. Yon are to allow 
them watf'r and to take c Ire none of your people abuse them 8 

'rhese are to enortier you to receive on board such Moormen WIth 
their neCe&'Alrles as GIl'dhal'uas sh,\11 come with, who bei~g on ~oaru, 

I Order of 21st December ](194, Sec. Out L. B I) of 1694-1696, 27 
• Bombay to Mr Al.lable, 17th November 16!J4, t,iec Out. I •• B I) of 1694.1696,.22. 
• Bomb Order to Sel']t I~!\8on. 29th Dec. 1694, Sec. Out. L B 5 of 1694· 1696, 28 - 29. 
• Sir John Gayer's order to Capt Abrm Roberts, Commander of the shIp Resolu

tion. Bombay Castle, 31st August 1694, t,iec Ollt. L. B. 5 of 1694 ·1696, 10. 
• SIr John Gayer'. order to Capt J08Jllh Hoster, Commander of tbe ship Defelice, 

Bombay Ca.tle, 18th September 1694, Sec Ollt. L. B. 5 of 169! ·1696, 14. 
• Sir John Oa) er's order to Captam Abrm. Roberts, Commander of fh.-Shlp Reso

lutiOn, Bombay Castle, 18th t,iepLember 1691, t,iec. Onto L. B. 5 of 1694 .1696, 14. 
1 Hlr John Hayer to Capt. LeWIS Jam.s, Commander of the sl\lp Emerald Frigate, 

Bombay Castle, l~th January J(it)5, t,iec. Out. L. B. I) of 1694.1696,31. 
• Government orrlcr to Capt John Brown, 27th Auguijt 1695, Sec. Out. L, B Ii of 

1694 ·16%,54. • 
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wind unCI weatller permitting, weigh the anchor and make the be~1i 
of th~ way to the port (>f Chaol l"hel'e the said Moormen being 
landed, return with all expooition to us.1 . 

These are to enordel' you to repair on board of the Right Houour~ 
able Company's sloop wIth your men and make tbe best of your 
way with llabshi Hakim, a Moorman, and his people for Underi. 
When you have conveyed him safe return with all expedition to 
m~2 

These are to enorder you to permit aU the Fakirs on board the 
country ship to come aslwre; lIkewise let t.h~, hring ashore fi V~ 
horses.s 

In I6n the grant of a fresh charter gave new vigour to the 
direction of the Company's a:fiuil's. 011 the 27th October IG93 the 
Directol's wrote to Surat and Bombay: 

After a multitude of confltcts wlth t!te interlopers and their 
adherents and all others that have envied or emulated the Compnny's 
former prosperity, we have obtained of their present Majesties Kwg 
'WIlliam and Qneen Marya charter of confirmation of our presPTlI; 
and all uur former chat'l:ers and al'e in possession of it, under tlle 
great seal of England, beariug date the 7th instant. Of thIS charter 
we shall send you copies by our shippIng and thinK it fit that before 
that comes to yonr hands, lIpon receipt of thIS letter you shoul<1 
make such solemn publIc intimati~11 of it to the natives as is usua.l 
upon such occasions.' 

We have also, the Court continne, to acquaint you that we have 
obtamed lICense from Her Majesty and OounCll -for the sendmg oul; 
of twelve shIps for IndIa this year. Some of these WIll be ready to 
take in goods the beginning 01 the next mouth, being by charteI' 
party.obbged to be ready to sau from Gravesend by the 20th N ovelU
bel' now next coming and out of the Dowus by the 20th Decomber 
now next commg. All our first departing ships we deSIgn accordl!lg 
to ancient custom and the propriety of the season for the coast aUfj 
bay excel)t the Dorothy whi~h is designed for Ohma. They add: 
Besides the fullllumber of the said twelve ships we propose to send 
if we .can two more purposing to drive the trade full, until we 
have replenished our warehouses which lS the ultlInate and never 
failmg cure of tIle English Itch of interlopmg. Upon the grant 
vi 001' new charter we have personally engAged by bond to their 
Maje~ties that we will send out this year to the value of tlW,OOO 
in C!llIlmodlties of the growth and production of England that 
b~ing thought to be an affair that WIll be very grateful to the 
approaching Parliament. 'l'his we hope may confirm their Mlljesties' 
lIharter to us, the East India trade havmg been these last tive years 
so much and so long the subject and debate of aU counells of the 

, 
J Sir John Gayer and OonumI to Oapt. Henry Lund, Bombay Castle, 2Sth O~tober 

16~4( Sell. Out. L. B. 1) of 1694·1696, 19. ' 
o - SIr John Gayer's order to SerJt. Eason, Bombay Castle, 5th December 1694, 8P.c. 

~t. L. :So 1) of 161». 1696, 25. 

B 
Govt. order to Mr. Thos. Lawrence, Bombay Castle, 11th May lG9,;, Sec. Out. L • 

• 5 of 1694.1696,45. \ 
16~~t6~6,~.~rat and Bombay, 27th October lG93, Sec. O,ut. Lett~r Book 1) of 
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Jlation that noblemt'u and gentlemen have much Improved tLeil' 
understl1udlllg therem.1 

A few months later (January l(04) thE\ Conrt wrote: Since our 
trade is now settled we hope on It surer i'oullllation than e\'C'l' it 
,,~s Since Entt'lbhmen went fin;t to' the Indies, we shall return to 
om: ancient e~stom of seUdlllg the hst.<. of what goocl.s !l.I.'e most 
, cnd.LI., hCl e." 

The prosperity which the Directors looked for in eonsequence'oE 
the grant of a fre~h ~harter "as delayed and theIr plans thwal ted 
panly by the hostIlity of the French but IDamly by the enmltv of 
the rIval Eng-hsh mterlopmg traders and mercha.nts some of whom 
l>tarted a rll<ll company a.nd others took to pll'llcy. 

Siuce Wi1 when a fleet arr1\eJ at Vesava and their shallops 
s()undeJ. ronnd the Island of Carnlaw (Karanja) and about Maluill 
the Fren~h had caused no alarm to Bombay.3 On the 20th Septem
ber J 604 the Born bay Government wrote tu Captain Abraham Hoberts 
of the shIp R€solutlOn; 

'Ve reqmre you wind and wea.tl1er perfuitting to weigh your 
anchor a.nd set sltll making the best of y01l1' way for SUl'at river's 
month. Where belllg arllved seud tho pilcI.ets Itel eWlth to the 
Hight Honourable Company's PIesldellt and COllDcil at SlIrat, and 
hom time to time while you are thele and for youI' <;ailing from 
thencfl obser,e such orders liS YOll sball receIVe fmm the aforemen
tIOned Pre;'ldcnt and ('ouncl!. 'We also l'eql1lre you that you keep 
your sblp always III It good posture of defence aljd that you keep s. 
v~l'y goud look-out that If YOll should happen to (hscover enemle~ 
too btl uug for yon to contend WIth yon may as m youI' Judgment 
you 5hall thmk meet" nse all pOSSIble endeavours to lllake YOUl' 
~scllre either towards SUrat or thIS port 01' any other }>iace If 
yon shoulu meot With any shIps of the French king 01" hIS subJect!:! 
III Jour passage or pirates that you e~teem yourselves strong euongh 
to encounter WIth and attack them, we would have you put theIr 
11alestle'l' CummlS~lOn III executIon and adVIse of wbat you have 
Jone either to us or the Pl'esu.lent and Couucll of Surat that so you 
may have the neeessl\l'Y orders from us or them. "Ve do strl" tly 
leqUlre you and the Defence to kef'p company 111 tlJis yOlll' passngc. 
And thaI, Captain Joseph lIo~ter do observe such orders bet\~eell 
thIS au.l bUl,lt Il\er'5 mouth for tbe better keeping compan}' and 
(lefeuLe 1ll case you "honld meet w~th enemies as he "sh~ll from tIme 
to taue receive from you. We order you to wenr the broad pendanll 
at ruaUl-top-masthead, and the Defence the usual peudant R,t mam
t{)p-mastbead. So hoplDg you wl:l in aU things act for tho honeur 
of theII MaJostIes and yonI' country and the interest of our OWIl 
e;;,taLh~hpd Ma:!ters.' 

l Court of J "rectors to the-LIeutenant General PreSIdent and C.1uncil of Bombay I1ml 
SUlat, d"t.,d Loudon 27th October 1<>03, Sec O'lt. Letter Book 5 of 1694 - 1696. 6 -7. 

; C"urt to Surat. 3rd Januaty 169., Sec Out Letter Bouk 5 of 169-1- 1696 28. 
'Mr. Ger.lld Aungler and GOtlltCll at Burat to Deputy Governor and C~unctl of 

p.oml.ay. 20th J"D lb71, Surat Factory Out L B. 1 of 1630·1673, 209. 
'n"llLh"y (JO\elllmellt to Captain Abraham Roberta of tbe shIp Rcso\lltion 

ClomlJay ,-" ... t!e, ~'Oth September 16!14, bee. Out. Letter Book 5 of J6!H 1606, 14.15:' 
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Oil th; 21st January 1696 Sir John Gayer wrote to the SUlat 
PresH~nt : Fall not to advise 11S fir all motions and desi&,ns of the 
French, who we think are not prepared for such great achIevements 
as has been talked of.· We are .much inclined to beJieve that 
the\'e is DO more of theIr ships come to IndIa thano the six in tIl\' 
lis€ you sent us, whose long passage we suppose has broken thdL' 
measures, for it is onl' opinion they are bound to Bengal, to whidl 
p~ce the season of the year will not permit them at present to go.l 
On the 6th February he continued: Seeing you can have no 
better informatIOn of tIle French designs, we ~ust await till yuu 
can But fa.il not to advise what you know to Madras amI Bengal 
by all cOlLveyanCe& anu if 110 other offers by expres':!es, as we ha ve 
before wrote you. It IS not. our opinion that the French have lilly 

design against Born bay. If they should, we will be prepared tu 
give them theIr wekome. We do noh think the ship haled on 
:;hore at Swally will grow tighter by her lying there:~ 

Five days later (11th February) 8ir John Gayer wrote to Presiuent 
Annesley III Surat: Yours.of the 30th past we received the lith 
instant which gives u~ an account of what you could learn of the 
}i~rench designs They were not so qnick as expected but on the 
6th instant were seen about two leagues to the northward of BItb~eil\ 
at anchor On the 9th from Warli our people see four cOme to an 
anchor off Vesai'a. And yesterday evenmg three of them came 
about Malabar Point and at sunset ancho'red off the point of OIJ 
Woman's Island, where they yet remain. The other two we 
suppose are at Vet;;ava. 'l'hese three at anchor here we believe may 
1)e the king's ships who probably may' lie and cruize SOllle time 
before the port in hopes of plunder, if they are not frightened aWRY 
by the Dutch and our ships This probably will be very spel;'dily, 
if the news we hear be true. The Captain and Padre of Chaul 
have both of "them letters that advise of twelve sail of Dutch 811111:-; 
off Goa. The letters arrived about a week since but how lon){ 
they were on the way We do not know. On Sunday last we ha.l 
advlCes from Chaul that the Friday before eight ships wert) seen 
off Danda R6jpuri. We immedIately despatched a boat Unther 
to mtonn us of the truth of thIS last report and hope sho wily 
return to-day. It is not our opinion that the French have any 
othir design than to cruize in hope of plunder. If they have we 
hope-to gIve them sufficient cause to repent thereof. As we do not 
thmke that the Mokha frIgate and the Benjamin can come with 
safety to this island while the Flench lie between them and us, "' •• 
would not have you order them from Swally Hole till you receive 
\UJ;l;her nd vices from us,s 

Four days later (February 15th) Sir John Gayer l'eSUlIle~: 
Yesterday about 11 o'clock the three French ships that Jay at 
anchor off Old Woman's Island weio-hi'd and betook themsclvt·!j to 
It light I>ai~ of heels Weare inf~rme<! by our returned hoat 

1 Bombay to Ihnat. 21st .Tan. 161)6 !:lec. Out. Letter Book 50£ 1694-1696.37. 
: Bombay to IOlltat, 6th Febl uary i696. Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 _ 1696, 41 

, BOlI;'bay to ~11lat. 11th FebrualY 1696, tee. Out. L.ll. 5 of 16M 16!J6, 4~·lJ. 
Fouests HOUle lOellcs, I. 158.159. 



Matel1.als 1 
AND ISLAND. 109 

they had sight of the ~hips that went in quest of thlltn off Dttnda 
ltaJpUli, and we are lllcllll~l to believe the rep~)l't tlue for 
that lw the manner of wor\..ino- they seemed to be m some con
sternat,lOll steenng sometimes ~Illlost rn::fOl~ the wind, then beul'lDg 
away agam, then staymg one to speak wlt.h another, and at .last 
"toou off close upon a wind making- all sall they could pol>>>lbly 
make The last news we had of the other t", 0 was that they 
Cl Ulze(l off Vesiva, but now cannot bear when;) they are. By ~he 
afOlementioned boat we recelved a letter this day from Captam 
Pye and the COUVflander-in Oillef of the Dutch blups Copy of 
the tOllller lS enclosed Of the other we cannot send you a copy. 
By what we unilerstand the Dutch are in want of wood and water 
aud deSIgn to put in here to bupply themselves. 'Then' want of 
these we teal' \\ 111 prevcnt their following the :F'rench. Our boat 
left thclll almost as hlgh as Chaul. If they do not pursue the 
.French we may expect to see them to-Ulght. l 

Fn e d.tys l(\ter (February 20th) Slr John Gayer continues: We 
ha ve not· been wantmg to the utmol>t of Oul' po" el' and prescnt 
ClrCU/IJ..,t.wces to pnt thlS island m the beslP posture of dcfence we 
coulJ. And haJ the Fl'ench IDalle any attempt against us, wlth 
God',,! assi»tance do not questIOn but that we should have shewn 
them cau~e enough to have repented thereof. We thank you for 
your de~lgned care to assist us' lIy wllting to Captain Edgecomb 
and Mr lhown to come down hIther WIth the .1\1okll", fugate and 
the Bell]amm. 'Ve also give them thanks for their read\lless to 
comply '" Ith your ordels hacl the business been practICable, and 
for theu gpnerous offers of huzJ.rdmg thelr lives for the Right 
llonourable Company's llltel'est.s 

On the 10th March Bombay writes to Sm'at: If yom' port be 
open and you hear the coast IS clear of French, fail not to send the 
tobacco the Gdneral formerly wlOte for hlther on' the BellJlLmin 
yatch (yacht) with all po'Ssible speed, for the Right Honouralole Com
pany Will be Buffercls in thelr rents on this island. A'S the General 
before wrot.3 the Presldent, the money shall be immediately remitted 
) ou as soon as your advices arl'lve that the goods are bought.s 

Six: wf'cks later (30th Apl'll) Sir John Gayer wrote to ·Sfll·at: 
We ale heartily sorry after ~o fair an opportunity of an entire 
conque~t of the French, that they should escape untouched ... This 
wlll keep us in a contmual fear about our merchants' s\JippinO' 
JU all parts of India. We do not belIeve the FrenC"h will now g~ 
home empty. If the Benjarmn and Mokha cannot come down in 
~afety ~oonel', they may accompally the Dutch ships. We ClloIlnot 
yet heal' where the French are ~ 

Some weeks later the Company's servants captured French pirates 
and sent them to the Moghal governor at ::Jurat advising him to do 

I Bo~h.y to Surat. 15th February 1606, Ilec. Out. L. B.5 of 16!4-1&96, 43-44. 
F orre. t • Home r-erles, 1. J 60. 

2 Bomhay to :;ulat, ~()th February 1696, floc. @ut. L. B.5 of 1604-1696, 45. 
3 tI.",,\' 'y to t-urat, lUth MaI~h 1696, Ileo. Out L. '8.5 of 1691·1696 55 
'})omb.,y to 1>1Irat, 30th Al'"I1606, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694-160(1. 7a .• 
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them justice ~s they were true pirates who bad actually robbud the 
ships ca£ his master's subJects.! . 

On the 15th September ~Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: I,llbt 
night we were informed that the day before two Flhips were se.m ut a. 
great distance off from Malabar Bil1standing to the n~Ithward At 
the same time one that came from Cundery informed us that he <;nw a 
ship yesterday morning at a great dibtance off from Cundery which 
ha .. in~ but little wind and that at northward or thereabouts stoo,1 
in. At 12 o'clock she was got much nearer than in the morning, awl 
at two afternoon so near that he plainly saw shl'fVasa ship with three 
masts. 'Vhen the person came from Cundery which was a\)()ut 
three o'clock, sh~ continued standing In, but we saw her not,neitlfpl' 
do we hear any thing of her this morning. But we have sent out a bl)nt 
from 11 ahim to discover If possible what they are. About three week>! 
smce there was also seen in the offing from Malabar Hill one en u· 
ing two ships, but it being then thick rainy weather we hE'lLI'd IlO 

more of them, 11either have we had any account from you slDre of 
any ships arriving at Sural; from the southward. If your repOl t l,() 

true about so many shiI"> being seen, which are averred by sundry 
persons, we know not what.to think they should be except Flench 
cr pirates. 'I'his may occasion us to detain our ships longer thaD 
we expected."ll 

A few weeks later the dangers which Sir John Gayer foreho,leJ 
{10m the Flench -fleet were more than fulfilled. On the 1iltl, 
October 1G96 the Bombay Council wrote to the DirectOls: We nro 
extremely sorry foc the bad news we have in public newspapeH; 
ovelland concerning the Resolution, Defence, Plincess of Denmark, 
Seamonr, and Success being taken and for the Heury who it is 
said being in fight with a t'rench privateer was set on fire which 
caused her to run ashore iL. Bantry Bay where she was burnt.s 

Other more ·cheering news was received at the same time Oll 
the 9th October 1696 the Bombay Council wrote to Surat: Witlt 
thIS we send you snnury Ga.zettes and newspapers for y:ml' perll'AI 
whICh return to us 'When you have read them. In the French Gazptte 
pl'mtetl in Holland inclosl'd YOll will see that our Masters on the H!t.h 
N ov~mber last had actually laden 011 board t.hen· blups 1,200,000 
onnces of silver. 'I'his we hope with the House of Commons votiug' 
theu"estaLhshment by Parliament will put hfe into the bi okers !till! 

all els~ that wish SllCcess to our Masters' affairs as well as chrck 
their maliCloTls adversaries in their wicked caleer agamst thelJl 
to their lastmg shame. On receipt of this and what you hau uefn\o 
from us we hope. you wi.ll i1lStantly lade the vessels and send them 
tcr u~ and that you will be ready with as much other goods as \\-ill 
speedily lade ship BenJamin. There is other news ill the papers that 

I Bomb"y to Surat, 2nd July 1696, flee. Out. L B. 5 of 1694-1C96, 10:!. 
~ Bombay to ~Irat, 15th Sept. 1696, Sec. Out L, B 5 of 1694-169G, 24. 
3- Genel al Su' John Gayer and Council at Bombay to the Honourable the ({".,pr

nor and the WOIslupful the Deputy 'G""ernol' Bud Comuuttee of the RIght H"nom ailio 
East India. CompallY, 15th October 16U6, Sec. Out.Letter Book 5 of 1694 -169U, ,,6 -~7. 
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tencls mueh to the lesHeniDg Franco and greatening the~eontctloratcs 
especially our sovereign I • 

On the 13th lIIarch 1696 ~jr John G<ly'er wrote to SllI'l1t: The 
POl tug\ll'~e Rre preparmg some great desrgn. They say it IS ngnlll~t 
l\1m.kat 'YhHher any thmg more, wIll come of it tl1l111 Ill~t year 
we uo not know. MuttaMr Khan thl'eatens them vel''' Innl \\'Ith 
war. TIll'; has led to the is'me of a proclmnntlOn at Basselll for all 
the opt mh.tllltants to bling theIr llcltes into the FOi t. One t1Hm
"<\llli Curumbees (Kunbis) ll"ve tiell from theu countly to Guilil.n 
(KalYlln) 2 -

On the 30th September 1G96 Bombny wa~ vIsited by l\ hard gu"t 
of wmu from the east and south-east "ith thunder lightning and 
<,ome ram. The rain not proportional to the wI1nt there IS of It. The 
;,t.1 eng-th of the gust continued not above half an hour and dlll no 
halln J 

A letter from the Romb<lY Council to the Court (l.3th October 1UflG) 
contains the following reference to Anjengo: At Anjengo they 
have plt'pared !l. large quantity of stone anol bilek, nearly enough 
we suppose to build the fort Ilnu are making what prOVision of 
lhunam I~ po.,slble. By this tlmt' we bebe, e tlH'Y 11lwe bpgnn to 
IJlllld, but they write that they fear the government Will obstruct 
them by forlndJing the cooltel! to afford any as~i~tance This 
we bebe\"e they WIll find true enough if the Dutch p"sU".'u Q can 
effect It With the queen or her mimsters. FOI the Dutch do all 
thut in them lies to hindel our fortIfying, but we are endl'avotuing 
t.o couutel mme them by procul'lng laboul'ing people to send them 
trom llence They are also in want of It recrnit of European 
~vldler~. TIns we cannot supply them as besides officers we have, wdl 
awl '>Ick, Eughsh French and Dutch, only 27 soldiers on the islan<l 
What recl111t~ are on the way we do n.ot know. :&ega~ding this 
we me uncler earnest expectatIOn havmg scarce any left that we 
~an entrust WIth your Honours' several vessel~, nor one to send out 
~It our marllvtlB and other boats to seCU1:e the navigation of the 
1,land whICh we have often occasion to do by rea.~oll of the Shivlljis 
(the Mal'athas). We also want a recrUIt of fil'e-armq, hlllbttrd
drum~, orunance powder and sea coals as we have before advhed. 
AnJcngo wdl Ilho want at lea~t 20 good ordnance and supply of 
all gall ison stores • • -

The capture of the fi ve ships by the French wa<J a 103S o~ small 
impOltance compared with the troubles which had rec'ently gat.her
erIm Surat The exce~ses of the European pirates by whom the 
Indian Ocean was at thi~ time infested reached a climax in the rob
bery in 1695 of the Moghal pilgrim ship Gunsway and other Moghil.l 
vesstls. In consequence Mr. Annesley the President and the 

J Bombay to f'urat, 'Ith Oct. 1696, !'lec Out. L. n II of 1694 .1696, ~q. 
2 Bombay to bUI1~t, lath March 1696, Sec. Out. L. B. 6 of 1094 -1(r96, 51.58. For· 

rMt'. Home !:ianeB, I. 1(,2 
: B<)mbay to burat, 30th Sept. 16!l6, Sec Out. T, B. II of 1694-1696.42. 
• l-I,r J"hu ({"yer aorl CouuCll to the CompQny, Bombay CRstle, 15th Oct. 1696, 

he. Out L B. 6 of 1694-1695, 6j -56. 
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other CompMy's servants at Surat were all inhumanely u~ca, 
clappoo. up in irons and kept close w·isoners. The Company'@ CI'Itlitc 
was seIzed and the trade of the port stoppeJ.l 

~ 

In September 1696 Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat· W1J, f1wl 
the Dutch having entered into a cOl're'lpondence ttl consult MIl 
act Jointly in our fiegotlatlOns with the government about convoy 
ships, we are not willing you should conclude anything without 
them. It will"be a great breach of friendship on eIther so to do.2 

A second letter to Surat s~ortly afterwards shows that the friendly 
arrangement with the Dutch carne to nothing, Sir John Gayer 
wrote : We are surprised to hear of so much basene~s in the 
Dutch though we know they .are not to be trusted. Yet at thif! 
time being under a promise of uniting cou:qcils for our mutual 
~nterests we could scarce think they would have been so openly 
perfidious. Now we know how far we are to trust them, still 
we would have you maintain It. correspondence with them. This 
wlll be much better than breaking off from thern,'for by that mE'an~ 
they would become implacable and by our dIfference we should 
give the enemies great t!dvantage.8 

On the] 5th January ] 696 the Bombay Council sent wora to 
Surat tha~ the ship Galliote VlCe-Admiral (If the Portuguese wa~ 
foolishly lost on the reef off 01<1 Wo.man's Island.' 

In January 169{). Sir John Gayer again writFs to 8m'at Your 
agreement with the Dutch to give no pas'les till matter;; are better 
accommodated with the Surnt governor we approve of and would 
have you endeavout t1 fair correspondence with them and advise the 
commodore that it is the General's orders you should do so for 
our IDutu:;\,l interest, it boing very unre .. sonable that all other 
merchants shollll'd have liberty of trade and Europeans be stopped 
This night th~ General reeeH'ed the -Commodore's letter which Iw; 
lain o~ the road SOlDe tilDe by reason of the bearer's fall1I1g sick. 
We have no person on the island that perfectly understand.~ the 
Persian and English langnages, therefore It will be hard for aq to 
understand the contents of his letter, it. being wntten in Dutch 
But .w~ suppose the design of it is to engage us with them to do 
our utmost against the most Christian common enemy (thnt is 
France) wherem you may assure him we shall not be deficient.5 

V:ry shortly after on thlil 6th February 1690 the Bombay 
Counci'l was Il-bJe to wflte to Surat to congratulate the President 
Mr. Annesley on his rrlease from his. irons.6 

On the 26th February 1696 Sir John Gayer resumes' Our last 
uliltQ you was the 21st ill'itann by two of our peons 'Who were de-

I I:'ir J. Gayer to Moghal governor of Burat, 31st July 169S, Sec Out L. B. 6 of 
1697 ·1699, 21. For the hame Gunsway that IS Gaula Sawal, see note !:a at the end 
of the Chapler. 

1 Bombay to liurat, 15th Septr. 1696, Sec. Out. L.,B. 5 of 1694 ·1696, 22·23. 
3)3ombay to !'''urat, 9th Oct. 1696, Nlc. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694-1696, 45·46. 
• Bombay to Surat, 15th January 1696, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 .1696, 3u. 
o Slr John Gayer and Oouncil to the burat' President Mr. Annesley aud COllncll, 

21th January 1696, Sec, Out. L. B.5 of Ul94 ·1696,39. 
Bombay to SUlat,6th February 1696, Sec, Out. L. B. 5 of 16D4 ·1696, 41. 
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S]:ID,\;ched with :rout letter$ from Engla;nd. b;y sbip Ammica.. The 231:4' 
instant the Genel'lIl :received a: P'VticuloJ.l lett,elf'from the ':PreSident 
,of the nth with copt\*! of f9I.'meJ!.I'literft &~:d.'papers'and the Moghal 
, govertlol"$letter. to him wherein: he ,writes that; lie d"aily expects the 

king's orders ~o him-for . your (~.A,nnesley's.) releaspme.nt. and 
for re-open.ing out trllde. sl.i~ we lleaJ: nothing of t~'o.r:rival oHile 
E$id Ol:der from you, though from, II( privat~ person 1ll- Surat W8'are 
ad,'ised it is received\ ' 

~il' Jobn. GayeJ.: continues: Seeing' that Ul~ season of the yeat! 
fOD the ships' depiutftTg to ·Indillt and Mokha. approaehe'S 'Very {as. 
and that time mal 'not-permit 'us to waiUonger to hear from:'yo~' 
concetning whit the governor int&bds ·to do wit~ yQU fl,nd". the 
!tight Honourable Company'!! affairs/we have thought good, that :you, 
may, b~ in the better rea.diness. to" give you the following ordeNI I 

~f on receipt of th~ above orders fioni the' king the go~eruor 
rele~es -all {hit Right HoI\o\lIable Company's servants, and 
other English" from youp 'batb@J.'ous unjust imprisonment, delivers 

. the Right Honourable.. Company's good.~ t~ .you to be' h~ded b:v; 
yon to .«ga PirbMi, and opells ~0UJ,' trade iJl aU piLI:~, permitting' 
US to export and import, ,to carryon our iqvestmEmt, bring. C1u:J:' 
goods down from all pl~ees where b.o~ght as fo~merIy, and delivers', 
you the exclusIve Phirmail, or Sives ,yort /1l certaim promise ,that it;, 
ahltA spepdily be procured' and takes- Aal.'e'tl!a~,the' charge 'of 0UI 

_ships sball be defrayed by freight 01" otherwise: Then we would,havef 
you 'agree with the Du~ch and French •. ~ they. send any ships tL1:oilg 
with 9ur9, that a certain number of the count,ry ~ips be appoi.u ted. to 
each nation,to wea~ their coloUrs. When thi.s is done to,appoinf/ 
such Englishmen as yoU' Can best co!Ifide lXJ" QJ;le in, a ,ship, to com
mand each ship that ~haU be appomted ~o:wear OUl" colours. anI! 
give such commandprs commissions as if they were in Our imll\c-' 
d~e serVIce" When th& Mokha frigate and the,Benjs.lnk'are weIJ: 
manned, then what Engli~1t you ha,VlllIlore to spare, you mat also' 
dIvide amongst said slups according to their force 8J).d but1;heIl.j and 
we,hope the Frellch and Dutch will do',the eame,. :Uy'you~ eammis· 
tlion you may empQwer these nativ~ boata- not only to defend 't11eoo
selves against all pirates. but to take the 'ptrates py foree,if,tbey· oft'er 
to molest tbem~ If the DQ.ues shoilld happen to milt with pirates and 
assault the native boats under oUr colours we see no reason why-we 
should not act wwards them as towirde tbe pira.tes eSFecially <;pnsi.l' 
dering that we 11 ever heard of !lony war proclaim ell between ,tIle, 
Danes md the Moghals or that the Da.nes managed allY other, way , 
thaD, piratically. It is also to be eonsiderea. that we do this hot out 
of choice but 116cessity to prev!\nt the mar,dering' ot all our 'natUl~ 
in the Moghal's dominions !l'nd the ~on~scating the Right ,Honour ... ' 
abl~ Company'S' estate thereIn. ObhgatlOns mns:!; pJao be given by 
the chiefs ,of each nation to each othell and 'to the governor that there, 
shall be n<) acts of hostil~ty between these ships' that go' convoy" 
and what 'othet:Il' of each nation they may ,meet with in the'term' 
of their :voya.ge. And orders mUilt be given by the chiefs of eaqh 
nation to 'shoW" t6 the cotqmamderil of ally'of theit ahit?~ they'way 
meet wip,h ~ ,reV~!l~ mJf3~hief:". You ~ulltals~ sjre th~' I,lommal'.lt 

»l~It-IG ' 
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ders of "he ~enjamin and Mokha frigate orders 8S in the above 
menti"ned commission in which it is neces'lary to insert aU the 
necessities that cause us thus to edJploy our &hlpS. '1'he comman. 
ders of all three nations faust have positive orders to join their 
forces against the enemy what,soever party is attaclied as if they 
were all of om.nation and one head over them, though they lna.r 
SAil as three squadrons wjth a. constituted admiral of each. No 
sqpadron should have superiority o'\'er the other. But all shou1(\ 
consult together at all times for the safe conducting the ships unller 
their charge and the mutual defence of each other. If possible, We 
would keep the Benjamin to be laden home and send the Amenca 
ih her"'room, in answer to which write us with all possible speed. 
l'he above we have written in hopes all that we have mentIOned 
on the governor's part will be complied with. If he refuses we 
have no reason to grant what we have promised. Should all things 
answer our expectation, then We would have y6u contract with some 
merchants for the quantity of coffee, myrrh, olibanum, and aloes 
socatrine mentioned in the list. enclosed as you did with N ajam 
Kbtin Rajabhy on the Jlahimi last year, but on as much cheapet
terms as you can. This we hope may be eaoily effected. seeing 
there is lIkely to be such a convoy; but we would have the goods 
laden on our Masters' ship. 

In the same letter Sir John Ga~r continues: Since writing the 
above this morning we received advices from Isa Kuli that the 
king's Hasbul Hukam (or personal order) was sent to the governor 
of Surat twenty-three days since to set you at liberty and that the 
Right Honourable Oompany's affairs should in all circumstances 
be put into the same condition as formerly, and the other two Europe 
nations the same, on condition they complied ~lth their obligations. 
Therefore seeing there is not ,time left to procure the exclusive 
Phirman, we would have you endeavour what possible to 
procure the' governor's writing or promise for It, and do your 
utmost with .the governor to procure -freight, to defray the charge 
of our Right Honourable Masters' ships for the voyabe. 

Enclosed we send you copy of our Ma.~ters' general lette~s 
from England by ship America. Oommunicate the news concerning 
tM French to the Dutch director. We have no other news by this 
ship. - Send us an answer to the short general letter from England 
concerning Oaptain Andrews that we may return answer to England. 
We pourly expect to hear from you concerning what the Surat 
governor intends to do. Oare must be taken that the country ships 
in all things obse.rve the commands of the Europe commanders.1 

On the 10th March Sir John Gayer writes: We rejoice to hear 
't>f·~he enlargement of Captain Brown and Mr. Bendal, but thought 
long ere this to have received a larger account of such matters.~ 

A week later (17th March) he resumes: We are surprised that 
after aU our condescension to the unreasonable demands of the 
Moors, so ~all though necessary a favour should be denied us as 

I SIr John Gayer General and CounCIl a.t Bam ba.y to Mr S. A nnesley President and 
Oonnell a.t !''urat, 26th February 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book (j of 1694·1696, 50· 54~ 

I Bomba.y to Surat, 10th March 1696, Sec. Onto L. Book 5 of 1694.1696,54. 
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the shipping of Captain Pye's provisions. We are' no less con
cerned to hear that our M~ters' affairs al'e still in tho same 
condition they were. In our present circumstances necessity 
would have forced us to h&ve submitted to such terms as you wele 
about to male. with CawndllS (KaMndas) and the honid bloodsuck-
ing HUrCQll'/4 (Hm!.ara or Intelligencer). . 

We approve of your letters to Isa Ruli, the Padre, and the governor 
of Surat, also of what you have wrote the Dutch dhector It~ is 
our resolution tIll we see cause to alter it, to give no passes to any 
Qf these COWl try ship~.l 

On the 30th Aprll'Sir J oun Gayer resumes . .As before hinted 
we ale of opwion with you that Isa Kuli hath boasted too much 
of w hnt hc has done and we beheve hc wants not covetousness. 
However It 18 cerw,m he did tae Right HonouraLle Company B 

singular pIece of serVICe 1I1 laymg the bm·then of the pIracies 011 

all the thlee nabons. For which reason he ought not to be slighted, 
though we may delay to gratify his avance till we see what 
further occasIOn we shall have for him Should we turn him off 
it UJay he the next we should make chOlce 'b£ would be of the same 
stamp WIth hlm.2 He continues. "\Ve are very sorry that the 
(Moghal) governor continues so obstmate as not to suffer any 
goods to be exported for the la4ing our Masters' ships one way or 
other, when they lie at so great a charge as they do.s 

SIX weeks later (19th June) Sir John Gayer writes: We would 
have you use your utmost endeavours with the governor that the 
R1ght Honourahle Company's money may he no longer dead, 
but that it may be gIVen out to provide goods for the expected 
sluppIng a('cordmg to the enclosed list whICh is copy of what we 
recel vcrl from our Masters by ShIp America. We can slOe no reason, 
e~peclally now the governor knows the kmg's orders concerning us, 
why he should nQt consent. We need no argument to press Y9U to 
thIS, the time for proVldmg goods slipping so fast is :;ufficlent.' 

On the 25th June he adds. We can scarce imagine that after 
the kmg hath been so well informed o~ what relate~ to the Gunsway 
by the govemor of Burat, Abdul Rosa Khan and the Sldi, any 
impre:,slOus should be made on him to cause him to be angry ~ith 
us, unless for want of a bribe the deceItfulness of hIS courtIerS has 
imposed on IJim to discredIt what they have WrItten concerning us, 
whIch a.s you write time will dIScover So it WIll of the troth of 
the Cuttafleli' (pelhaps Kuttiaris or Daggerholders tha"t is BMts or 
newsmen) repOl·t 5 

On the 8th July Sir John Gayer wrote: We received yourll Qf 
the 27th pa.st WIth the enclosed papers, which informs us of your 
releasement for which we gIVe God thanks and mO$t heartily 
rejOICe. The bearer of this good tidings has proved himself an 

I Bombay t" linrat, 17th March 1696, fiee. Out. L. Book I) ofl6l\o1·1696, 58 -59. 
Compare Bombay to Surat, 6th February 16116, bee. Out. L. B of 1694 -1696,40. 

• Bumbay to ~urat, 30th AprIl 1696, ISec. Onto L Book I) of 1694·1696,71. 
• Bombay to bUlat, 30th April 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book Ii of 1694 -1696, 72. 
• Bombay to Snrat, 19th June 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 1694 ·1696 9<1. 
• Bombay to Surat, 25th June 1696, Sec. Out, L, Book Ii of 16114 -16U6, 101. 
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unfaithf1.d messenger, having been alII!ost ten dl1Ys on his way; he 
deserves a reward accordmg to his merits. We hourly expect to 
hear fuore largely from you. NLw that the governor has re
leased your persons we h<1tJe he will release the RIght Honourable 
Company's estate. When this is done we would have you vigorously 
bend your mmds to employing the money you have on mvest .... 
ment agreeable to the list you have by ship America that we may 
be in readiness to lade our expected ships "hen they arrive. l 

"V.n the 15th October (1696) Sir John Gayer wrote to the 
Honourable Court of Directors: Your Hono1!1.1~s' servants at Surat.. 
are still at lIberty, and, as they write us, on good terms with the 
government. We do not yet hear that they will be able to 
export any goods towards the lading of the Benjamin and Tonqueen 
(when she arrives) by reason of the clamours of the credItors 
although there be 5 lakhs of rupees worth as they advise us ready 
provided. If part of your Honours' eight expected shipping bound 
to these poru, arrive with plentiful stock (which by public news
papers we are informed had 2,100,000 ounces of silver laden the 
18th November), then fe shall be capacitated to do your Honours 
the expected service, though it happens very ill that we have yet 
no advice of their ar~ival. The season for this year to prOVide 
goods being in a manner spent, we have left no stone unturned, 
but have used our utmost endeavo\llYS to gain credit with Aga Pery 
(.A'ga I'lrbhai) the brokers and all other persons to make prOVISIOn of 
goods a~cording to your Honours' orders by ship America. The 
many repeated promises of sending out lal ge stock for several 
years and none coming WIth the industrious labours of the inter
lopers lately in India and those remaining in Surat lately in your 
Honours' service to asperse your Honours, have put all people under 
an impossibility of believing that ever any stock will be sent out 
to cleaJ.'--your Honours' debts. 'l'his with the hor1'lble clamours occa
sioned by the tJiratcs from all parts which are universally reputed 
Enghsh, causes us to labour in the fire though to small purpose. Be
sides the Gunsway, the king's ship with. others that were robbed last 
year near Surat, and barbarously used, Abdul Gaphur has smce had 
one robbed of a great sum in the Gulf of Persia, and this day we have 
newt! nom 1\fokha of two shIps being taken off the Babs belonging 
to Girdhar and Vardaman your Honours' brokers, one of this Island 
the ~,her of Calicut.9 The loss of Girdhar's ship in which was to the 
amoul"!,t of-Rs. 60,000 has almost broke the little merchants of the 

I Bombay to Surat, 8th July 1696, Sec. Onto L. Book 5 of 1694 -1696, 104. 
2 Oil the Rabs IS off the StraIts of Babelmfindeb Compare PIrates and !:lea Robbers 

(1847) p. 112 .• After thIS Captam Kldd salled to Bab's key, on a. httle Island 
a..th~ entrance to the Red Sea.' It was the neWs of thlS Mokha fleet, about August 
1691, that tempted Captam Kldd, then an honest unlucky Privateer and PIrate
o .. tcher, to turn pIrate A boat brought word offourteen shIps showmg English Dutch 
and Moghal 0010ur8 •• We have been unlucky my boys,' saId Captam Kldd, • we'll now 
make our fortune out of the Mokha ileet.' Four days later the fleet appeared conv"y
ed by one Enghsh and one Dutch man-of-war. Kldd soon fell in WIth them and get
tmg mto the mv\st of them fireu at a Moonsh ShIp' that was next him. The man·of
war bore dowu and K,dd not strong enough to contend With them sheered olf. Now 
that he had beguu as a pirate Kldd resolved to go on. He crossed to the Malabar Coast 
and captur?d a. MoorIsh vessel, rnakmg Its commander, an Englishman named ParlIer, 
Jom hiS ship as pIlot. Ditto, 113. (Mr. J. Walsh.) 
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Island, It is a considerable prejudice to your Honours 1:or that Chapter 1. 
thel e was in her 400 'bahar' of f\ood new coffee wluch was de!tigned 'History. 
to be part of the lading of the Benjamin and Tonqueen.1 

In the S,lme leLter SiI: John Gayer- continues' Though the 8Ulat Convoys, 
Moghal gove1'll'or of Slll'at spent so much tIme ill wnting to the 1696. 

COUI t of Delhi last year conc'Orning the releasmg of your Honours' 
sen ants and effects and to know what the kmg would allow the 
EnglIsh Flench and Dutch ShIpS to convoy the Mokha and Jidcl:a 
fic~~t that the monsoon was lost to all but five or SIX slups that got 
away fro111 Gogha and other ports, yet he IS now very pressmg for 
the three nat!On~ to come to a conclusion about each sendmg two 
f,hIpS for conyoys tills year Still he will allow but Rs 15,000 
for the charge of a great ShIp and Rs 10,000 for the charge of a 
small one, wInch he esteems h:t.lf, besides what freight we can get; 
t81 ms that both we and the Dutch shall be necessItated to comply 
\\ Ith 01' else no goods can be exported by either since the Dutch 
have sufficlently ielt the stop on trade as well as we, they com-
putlllg theIr loss at Rs. lU,OO,OOO. The French seem now to 
d.;chne giving convoy ShIpS, though thoy premIsed it last year. By 
all that we unJeIstand they expect when your five slups that sailed 
bence in Apnllast (who are now thought to be gone home) arnve 
in France to gIve such an account of the stop of their trade that 
their kmg wIll declare war WIth- the Moghal, there being a clause 
inserted m all the passes that implIes as much,2 

As we h~\'e already, he continues, in several letters wrote to YOul' 
Hllnour~ of the necessity of suppresslllg the pirates, we shall not 
enlarge on that subject now We hope your orders concerning them 
are on the way towards us. .As before they Rre unh'er.,ally reputed 
EIl!:;"lhh, tile Fleneh our enenlles, and the Dutch Olll back fnends, 
mJustllously helpmg in blowmg up the fire to consume us.s 

On the 31st October SIr ~ ohn Gayer sends to Lieutenant General 
HIggm~on the followlDg aecollIJt of a fresh piratical outrage The 
broker's slup of thIS island and RatanJI Bikla the CalIcut broker's 
brother, both under EnglIsh colours with English merchants, 
were taken off the Babs by two pIrates, one of 13 the other of 14 
gUIl~, the next day after they came out from Mokha bound to this 
island The pIrates set one of the merchants and the cellini (or 
supercargo) on shore at Aden to sell the slups and cargoes '\J.nd 
brmg thf'm money for them. As they did not return the ~rates 
burnt both the prizes in sight of them. It is well thl!.t auout ten 
shlp~ of tillS country wintered at Mokha. Had they not it is 
probable we should again ha\'e been etubrOIled ' 

The following year ~eems to have seen little improvement. Uri 
the 16th A pIll 1697 Sir John Gayer wrote: We are sorry to hear 
of the barbarous outrages committed by those villainous pirates 

I Bomba.y to Court, 15th October 1696, Sec Onto L Book 5 of 1694 -1696, 51· 62. , 
, BUl1Ib"y to Conrt, 15th Oct 1696, Sec. Out. L Book 5 of 1694.16111>, ['2· 5S. 
3 B,)mbay to C<JUl't, 15th Oct 1696. Seo. Out L. Book 6 of 1694 ·1696. 53. 
• B .. muay to the Honourable Nathll Hlggmson, Lleutenant·Gencl',,1 of Indm fol' 

AffaIr. of the RIght Honourable East mella Company, 31st O~tobel' 160&, Seo, Out. L. 
Book 5 of 1694 ·1696,85 84, 



Chapter I. 
History. 
Plrates, 
1697. 

'Lllistoncal 

118 BOMBAY TOWN 

who are' become so strong by the success they have had that there 
is no .. tirring for any ships but t~ose of Europe and of force. We 
could wish it were in our power to depress and bring them to their 
deserved punishment.l • , 

On the 31st July 1698 Sir John Gayer addressed- the following 
letter to the Moghal governor of Surat: It is now almost three 
years that for crimes of pirates the Company's servants at Surat 
were inhumanely used, clapped up in irons, and about eleven 
months kept close prisoners, the Company's estate seized on and 
the trade of the Surat port stopped not only te the damage of the 
English and other European nations, but to the king's and his 
subjects' great 108S. At last EtM mat Khan then governor of Surat 
and other nobles having made the Delhi king sensible that the 
r<~bbery was not committed by the people of the English Company 
but by rogues of se\reral nations combined together, the I::iurat 
port was again opened. According to the king's orders at that 
time I sent two of my Masters'- ships (though paid but half the 
charge) to Mokha in company of two of the Dutch Company's ships 
to convoy the king's aad his subjects' ships to and from that port 
to Surat. Some days after, fearing the pirates might be numerous 
and strong, I sent another convoy newly arrived from England. 
'rhis ship though despatched after the usual-season arrived safe at 
the port and through God's good pi-ovidence conducted the fleet all 
home in safety to the great joy and profit of the king an<\ his 
SUbjects. Though I have not receIved a pie from. the treasury of 
the Surat port to defray the {lharge of this last ship, I have again 
this year sent two ships on the same voyage in cqmpany of the 
king's ShIpS which I hope through the blessing of God will meet 
;with the same success. Also last year, about the time that the 
Mokha fleet was expected, I was at the charge of sending out three 
ships to crui.ze off Dannue (DaMnu) for the better security of the 
fleet according to your honour's desire. For this I have not be£,D 
allowed anythlllg towards the cost. Yet notwithstanding all this 
the ship Quedah Merohant belonging to the English Moody at 
ISurat, commg from Bengal, having goods on board her belonging 
to lla.mud Baukier and others, being taken and robbed by a pIrate 
off Kallequilon, the whole blame is again cast on the Engli&h 
Com'pany, and the king's orders (as I am informed) pI:ocured to 
your honour to demand !>atisfaction of the President or to send 
the ~oker to the court to answer the charge laid against them. 
Therefore r request that your honour (being as I believe satisfied 
that this charge is false) will truly represent the matter to the king 
and your friends at court and petition his majesty that the orders 
~ssued, so extremely prejudlCial to the English Company who arc 
perfectly innocent of what is laid to their charge, may be revoked, 
and that their servants, whom you know are DO little merchants 
and subjects of no mean Prince, may be permitted for the future 
quietly an1 unmolested to follow the merchandize WhICh your 
honour is senSIble is of great advantage to the king'a port and a~ 

1 Bombay to Surat, 16th April 1697, Sec. Out. L. Book 6 of 1697.1699. 
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occRsion of the employment of many thousand<i in }{is majesty's 
donnnlons. '1'0 which I shall OIlJy add that I have several ,times 
WrItten my reasons on the saIDe subject that you lately dId 
adnsll1O" (my Masters of) the pirates that' infest these Beas They 
returned ans'lWlr about eleven month~ since tllat peace being now 
concluded with France, they would petItion the Klllg to send out 
some Shlp!> of war on purpose to take and deqtroy the pirates. 
·Whleh ShlP8, I hope, WIll arl'lve by the time the rains 18 over whf'n 
I wlll employ them with all dlligence to find out, take, and destroy 
those villallls of sU'1dry nations that rob on the hIgh seas. For 
the better effecting this I hope your honour will take care that the 
other European nations trading to the king's port may contribute 
the a'>Slstance which WIll much fac1htate that whlCh has been so 
long deSIred that the port may be always open to the pilgrims and 
that they and the merchants may C1'08S the seas unmolested.1 

On the 31st Octc>ber 1698 SIr John Gayer gave the Directors the 
followlllg descriptlOn of the risks to which the excesses of the 
European pirates exposed Bombay: We have so often wrote your 
Honours concerning our great want of sup01es of men, that It is 
needless for us to mentlOn more about It. StIll we cannot forbear 
WIthout unfaithfulness to our trust to acquaint you that your 
island IS exposed to extreme hazard should any orders arrive from 
the llfoghal court to the Sldi to lnvade Bombay; on account of the 
freq'llent robberIes committed by the pirates, which as we have 
often adVIsed are universally charged on the EnglIsh nation We 
do malllta.m a very faIr correspondence with the Sldi beyond what-' 
ever has been That to the utmost of his power he is really our 
fl'lend i" manifestly proved by his wl'lting to court in our favour 
both formerly and in this last juncture of affairs. On this occasion 
at our lequest he has written to the Moghal governor of Surat, 
and all the chIef nobles at court beyond what w~ could have 
expected even to the hazard of making Maklis Khan his enemy. 
Yet If orders from the Moghal reach hIm we must rtot trUf.t the 
l:llJi further than is necessary to trust a Cofferie (Katlr at that 
time speCially applIed to Afncan slaves shipped from ZanZIbar) 
or Moorman, who IS the chief noble in these parts, to execute .. the 
Moghal king's commands by force of arms and jomed with the 
Moghal governor of Surat. These we confess are very melancholy 
stones that we are necessitated frequently to write your Hon~urs, 
Lut we cannot help it since it is necessary for us to give you tI. true 
account of the state of your affaIrs. 2 • 

A letter from Sir John Gayer to the Directors shows that tIP to 
the 10th February 1699 the promised pirate-scouring fleet pa~ 
showed no sign. He writes: We shall be heartily glad that the 
fleet prepared to suppress the pirates may effect what they are 
designed for We hear nothing yet of their being in India.s 

1811' John Gayer General to the Moghal Governot of Surat, dated Bombay Castle. 
SlBtJuly 1698, Sec Out.L. B 60f 1697-1699,21-23. • 

• Sir John Gayer and Vouncll to the Court, 3lst Oct. 1698, Sec. Out. L. P. 6 of 
1697 -1699, 140. 

• Bombay to the Court of Directors, lOth (February or March) 1699, para. 72, 
Sec Out. L. B 7 of 1699-1702. 
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On the 12th January 1699 Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: The 
copy f)£ the king's orders in PerSI/in we have not received. If we 
had it would signify nothmg wIthout an interpreter. We _suppose 
the contents o£ It IS as yot Write that the three nations shall pay 
Rs. 14,00,000 for what was robbed from Hasan Amidas' Sll1p und 
give security for what depredations the Iilrates shall commit. 
Concerning this we would have you write the Moghal governor that 
~r answer IS that wc can pfly no part of tqe Rs. 14,00,uOO nOl' 
give any such security as is required for the future But as we 
have protected the Mokha and JIdda Beet two·years followmg from 
all miscarriage except what hath been occasioned by the pride 
obstinacy and folly of such as deserted~ the convoys, so we will 
endeavour to do the same thIS year. l , , 

.A. month later (10th February 1699) Sir John Gayer wrote to 
the Court· Although we have performed 'our part of the 
contract with the Moors, about sendmg convoy ships to Mokha, 
yet they slight all the good services done them, and not only 
defer giving, an exclusive Phirman but deny paying for the ships 
here; and now their <!E:mands are infimtely larger on the threo 
nations English Dutch and French, ConsIdering the East India 
trade is now establIshed by Act of Parliament, we presume an 
exclusiye Phlrman, could it be proc~red, would signIfy little, except 
to exclude the Scotch company. As circumstances are at present, 
there is no engagmg in such an afl'air. 2 The unfortunate success 
of one of their s};np captain., furnished the Surat governor 
with an excuse fpr makmg the Company specially responsible 
for Hasan Amidis' 100!ses. On the 20th September 1700, Sir 
John Gayer wrote from Bombay to the Court of Directors 
Captain Louth while he was in the road at Cape Good Hope took 
a small ship that came in there belonging to NQW York of about 
90 tons nam@d the Margaret, which had been trauing wlth the 
pirates at St. Mary's a'nd Madagascar. Qn this vesFel were about 
15 passengers that had been piratmg in these seAS in several ships 
Amongst these was that grand VIllain Siv,rs commonly called 
Chivers tliat was commander of .. the pirates that took Hasan 
Am.i.dfis' shIp coming from Mokha about two years since by mealls 
Qf whi<;h your Honours have been .at considerable expense and your 
servJrnts' lllvolved in a great deal of trouble. This IS' likely to be 
considerably increased by Captain Louth's Lringing his prize hither, 
for tlfat the governor of Surat doth expect that we should del,ver 
the ship and" all that was in her :with the men to them. The money 
goods and negroes that were in her that came into the captain's 
,~aqds, he sayeth might I,tIDOunt to about £6000. How we shall 
get clear of this business we do not yet know for no rational 
argument~ ar~ of force with the imperious Moors. The Captain 

1 Bombay to Surat, 12th Jan. 1699, Sea. Out. L. B. 6 of 1697·1699. In a letter 
dated 1st Febrllary 1699, In the .ame volume, under COllIt's orders of 1698, Mr Colt 
18 appoInted PreSIdent at Surat mstead of Mr. Anne.ley removed, because ~U' John 
G~yer dId not hke Mr. Annealey's paymg anythIng to the MoghaJ governol'. 

Bombay to Dlr~ctors, lOth '(February or March) 1699, para. 11, Sec Out L. B: 1 
of1699·1702. ' 
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also says he believes his ship's company may have got amongst 
them as much as came into his possession which hath caused "them 
to be very flnent of theil' money on this 4lland and occasions many 
little base fellows to be scribblmg about it to Surat. '£he foremen
tioned CaptaiJ! thinks he has done'your Honours such a pll~ce of 
service in this action, thoun'h it detamed him at least three weeks 
at the Cape, that he cann~t well be suffiCiently rewarded for it. 
We wIsh he had let them proceed where they were going that the] 
nught have received their due reward at home rather than to have 
filled our prison with lwenty-one criminals in a place where we had 
before a suffiCient number of such as would WIllingly side with such 

• spat'ks, espeCially seeIDg we cannot sufficiently authol'ize to put the 
laws in execution against them. Perhaps it was the love of the 
guinea that put the Captain on this meritorious piece of service to 
your Honours l 

In Surat in 1700 the affairs of the Old or London Company were 
suffering seriously from the attacks and misrepresentatIOns of Sir 
Nicholas Waite one of theIr dismissed servants now Chairman of 
the New or English Company. On the'16th Il'ebruary 1700, 
Sir John Gayer wrote to the Directors: Captain Hudson 
will inform your Honours how that Sir Nicholas Waite said 
he would spend Rs. 20,000, but that he would have your flag at 
Surat struck. Captain Hudson will also inform you of other 
of Sir Nicholas' follies whIch render him little·in the eyes of 
Europeans if not of others. By what we hear Lucas is the person 
that spurs him on to such rashness to the detriment of the interest 
of the nation, not considering what the issue may be, so that he 
may but giatify his malice to your Honours:\! 

On the 19th November 1700, in the hope of an'anging some 
settlement of Hasan Amidas' claims in support of which the Surat 
governor had stopped the Company's trade, Sir John Gayer leaving 
his Deputy Mr. J. Burniston in charge started from Bombay in 
the ship Tavistock to go to the Surat river mouth.s The unsatis
hctory state of the Company'!! interests in Surat wa.~ probably 
another reason why Sir John Gayer went to Swally. Under the 
unbcrupulous manceuvring of Sir Nicholas Waite the head of "the 
New or English Company the Old or London Company had lost 
favour in Surat. Stortes of a grand embassy to the great Moghal 
in the interest and at the charges of the New Company all,d the 
assertion that the Old Company had only one year more to run 
enabled Sir Nicholas Waite to form a strong party in Surat In 
December 1700 the month after SIl' John Gayer's arrival at Swany. 
the SUrat President of the Old Company Mr. S. Colt wrote to .the 
CounCIl at St George: Sir Nicholas Waite gives us a great deal of 
trouble here by means of the government. He has charged us with 

18ll' John Gayer and Councll at Bombay to the Court of Dir'6ctors, BombllY 
Castle, 20th September 1700, beo. Out. L. Book 7 of 1699·1702. 

• l$lr J. Ga.yer and CouDell to the Court of Directors, 16th February 1700, para. 24, 
m Rec Out. L. Book 7 ofl699·1702. 

• Deputy Governor J. Bllrnlstou to Gombroon. 28th November 1700, Seo. Ollt. L. 
Bvok 7 of 16(19 1702, 3. 
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piracy· to the Moghal and his governors and has stirred pp the 
merihants of Surat to prosecut~ us for their losses to the pirates 
from the year 168.5 untIl October 1698 to the amount of upwards 
of 80 lakhs of rupees t'o secure mischief to us he has acquainted 
the king governor and officers that the' King f)f England hils 
ordered him to inform them that our Right Honourable Employers 
are to expire like unto a dead man on the 29th September 1701 
,J.'herefore if they suffer us to depart this empire before all demands 
upon us are satIsfied, no other English would be liable to answer 
for us. By such practices and very laorg;e expenses' he has 
procured our trade to be stopped ~nrl our persons confined to the 
town for near these 4t months past. But God be thanked we 
have at last got the restraint upon. both taken off and are lading 
the Loyal Merchant upon whjch His Excellency Sir J. Gayer IS 

come to Swally, which we hope will be effected 1ll a few days.! 
On the 26th December Sir William Norris t:he Ambassador sent 

out by the New Company made his entry into Surat. He was 
conducted by the governor, his son, the Hurcorra (H arkara) and other . 
officers from Roan (Rlfnder) (a place about two miles out of town), 
to the governor's house, where they left him, the governor's 80lrliel's 
accompanying him on to Sir Nicholas' house: He presented thQ 
governor with one Df his best palanquins and 1000 gold mohora, 
to the governor's son he gave 500, and to the Vaknavls (newsman) 
and Harkara (intelligencer) 150 each-a fine reward for the good 
company he had of them. He is designed to Court in (a few) days. 
We beheve he has little to maintain his expense, and Sir Nicholas" 
abihties are but ~,ean. What supplies he can afford him will' be 
very slender. The next day Sir William Norris sent a summons to 
His Excellency Sir John Gayer and all English III or about Burat 
to come and hear his commission read.s 

In Januar11701 hot disputes are mentioned between President 
Colt of the Olq Company and SIr Nicholas Waite 11 On the 5th 
:February 1701 orders from Delhi and from the Emperor himself 

, reached the governor of Surat. On the 8th about midmght the 
governor sent hIs son out of the gates with npwards of one hundred 
ln~ •• This was not done so secretly but the old Factory had notlCe 
from the Secretary their friend and President Colt advised SIr 
J oh~ Gayer thereof and reached his hand at Swany before 
mornmg. At SwaIly the Meer (Amir) appeared early m his usual 
hunting ten4 and sending notice thereof to SIr John Gayer then 
~n b?d he immedIately arose and mVlted the Meer wlthm the 
lmpalleur of the lodge. As the :Meer excused hlUlself Sir John 
'Yf!llt out towards him. On this the Meer's men being ,dIrected, 
secured SIr John and his grenadIers. They then entered the 
lodge and obliged the Lady Gayer to rise out of the bed, and carrIed 

t Mr. S Colt, PresIdent, ",nd Council to EOl t St. George, :lrd December 1700, 
S~r~t Fact. Ou~. L. Book 3 of 1677 ·1700, 128.129. 
P Burat Presldqnt Mr. Colt and Council to Fort St George PreSIdent Mr. Thomas ';t, 3lat December 1700, flurat lI'ac1>. Out. L. Book 3 of 1677 ·1700, 131· 102. 

170l
Bosmhay Deputy Governor and CouncIl to the Court of DlrectOls, 17tl) January 
, ec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699.1702,21. 
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her Ml' Somasher and others, to accompany the Gene~al !o Sumt 
befol'e the Tavistock's people ha~ notICe 01' could come 8Rh(\l'e to 
theIr rescue Bemg brought over the rIver m an open boat the lady 
"'as put mto a hackery covered WIth a &oth and carried to the 
governor's, where with SIr John and. others she was confinecl to one 
room. Some hours later the governor sent for PreSident Oolt, who 
gomg WIth two of hIS CouncIl kept company WILh SIr John m the 
pIlson. ThIS trIUmphant act, as it is esteemed of nhe Meer, 'Il'DjI 

\Yrltten that Dlght to the Emperor to the no small dIshonour of 
the old Company's. Seneral of IndIa, that need not have been 
surprIsed If had thought of that trust reposed in hIm and WIll Dot 
now eaSIly be peYmitted gomg out of Sm'at before the whole 
demands of that Company are adjnsted ! 

On the Hth Februl.lry on hearmg of Sir John Gayer's and Pres i
den Colt's Impl'lSonmcnt the Deput.y Governor and OounCII at 
Bombay wrote to the Burat Factory. Yours WIthout date we 
reeen'ed the last night by the machva. It was no small surprIse 
lind trouble to us to find the GeneII11 with the rest of our RIght 
Honourable Masters' servants fallen into the"hands of the barbarous. 
and treachel'ons Moors, By thIS It cannot be expected but onr affaIrs 
in thesc parts will greatly suffel' till matters be regulated at home 
between the two Compames. \Ve do slllcel'elyand heartIly WIsh 
that those false aSpel'SlOnS and malicIOUS proceedmgs of the new 
Company's agents here to the prejudIce of our Masters WIll meet 
WIth that reward and punIShment which they justly deserve. Su's, 
we thank yon £01' your advlCes and deSIre the contllluance of the 
same from tIme to tIme. For this purpose we have sent thIS smalt. 
boat to attend you WIth four of our garrison topasses, not carmg 
to h ust any of our Englishmen, fearing they should be trepanned, 
or wiltully desert. We hope yoUI' next WIll bring us better tIdlDgS, 
at least that they permit the Gelleral to reSIde in .the factory, 
We shall take the necessal'Y care for the preservatIOn of the Island, 
aud dlschaI'ge our trust WIth all faIthfulness and diligence as you 
lDay Imagllle, trusting to no false heathens or others of the Dew 
Company's sei'vants, Who most certamiv have a hand lU the present 
treacbm y. We hope you have secured all the goods that werq, at 
Swally on board the ShIP Tavlstock, which WIll be a most. acceptable 
pIece of serVIce to our Masters 2 , • 

WIth thIS the Bombay Council sent the following letter to 
Su' Juhn Gayer: 'rh8 day before' we designed to d.i;lspatch the 
brigantine With her enordered pepper to your Excellency we 
Bad adVIces from Mr. Damel DubOIS and CaptaIn Martin of the 
btal aCCIdent happened to your Excellency In fallIng lUtO .th~ 
hands or the barbarous and treacherons Moors. We therefore thmk 
It not convenient to send the said brigantme but ha'le taken her 
pepper on shore with a deSIgn to alter .lIer accordmg to your 

J Bombay to the Conrt, para 21, Forrest'8 Home SerIes, I. 227. 
• Depnty Governor J, BurUlston and CouuClI (Messrs W, Alslable and B Stacey) 

9f Bombay to Mr, Damel DubolS and Capt. Mathew Martm at Surat, 14th .February 
1701, ~ec. Out, Letter Book 7 of 1699 ·1702, 29. 
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Excelle:dcy'l directions if time will permit, for we must keep all 
our mssels in readiness for fear of' any design against the island. 
We do not reply to your Excellency's last, not knowing but this may 
be intercepted by the infid'els or others of our adversaries. We hope 
we E'hall speedIly hear from your Excellency of. your enlarge
ment and that they permit of your residing in the factory. Trusting 
in God for your releasement in His due timfl and'that the new 
Qpmpany's agents may meet their deserved punishment for so 
basely insinuating the heathens against aU law and justice to the 
prejudice of our Masters' interest. We shall.take due care in the 
preservation of the island! not trusting to any of the false and 
perfidious barbarians nor the new Company's servants.l 

Next day (15th February) the Bombay Governor issued the 
following order to Lt. William Shaw: The treacherous Moors having 
on the 9th instant surprlsed our General and carried him with othel's 
of our Masters' servants to Surat, is caution enough for us to be 
on our guard, not knowmg thelr evil and treacher.ouB designs. 
Therefore take care that you and aU under you be on your defence, 
trustmg to none of those barbarous heathens; and that good watches 
be kept both day and night, advising us immediately if any thmg 
more than ordinary should happen which God forbid. They add: 
We received two oiyonrs by the Gentu soldiers ordered down, whom 
we returned to their respective po\ts about 11 o'clock that dny. 
We would have you see what of them can be brought to use fire 
arms al;ld send us a list thereof. We shall take care to supply 
them with what we can, if _they have not their own, only tho 
ilubhedars ,of each company mUllt be obliged to see the fire arms 
l·eturned. We would likewise have you send for theveread9res and 
the chief fazindars, and raise the militia making the necessary 
officers of the former AS is most fitting and as they can most agree 
amoDg themselves, sendmg us a list of them. They aro- obliged to 
find their own arms and ammunitIOn. ' If they have none at present 
let us know wMt may be wanting, which they must expect to allow 
for hereafter. II 

On the 22nd February the Bombay Council wrote to Surat; 
W 8' h!l,ve ready and well manDed a fleet of seven vessels. If his 
Excellency thinks fit we shall send them to the river's mouth wlth 
one.of the Cou,ncil to wait his orders. ,All due care shall be taken 
of th~ island, being prepared to defend It against any assaults.s 

On the 2~th February, gladdened by the news of Sir John 
G~y.er·s release, the Bomba.y Council wnte to Surat : We heartily 
reJolce for the good news, and we render all due praise and thanks 
00 Almighty God for yo11.r release from so close a confinement, 
a~d that It hath pleased HIm to make our innocence appear and the 
WICked designs of our malicious adversaries in their true colours 

1 Deputy GOl'r J. Burm~ton and Councll at Bo~bay to the General Slr J Gayer 
PreSident and Connoilat Surnt, 14th Feb. 1701, Sec. Out L. B. 7 of 1699·1702, 30. 

2 Bom.Gov.Ord. to Lt. W. Shaw, 15th Feb. 1701, Sec. Out. L B. 7 of 1699 -1702,31. 
a Bombay Deputy Govr. Mr BurUlllton and Connell to Messrs. Ephralm Jl<ond"JI 

and John Rohmsou at Surat, 22nd Feb. 17()1, l:1ec. Out. L. B. 7 of 16~9 -170.2, 33. 
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before the face of the heathens. Now Sir Nicholas mafhav'e time to 
look mto hIs actions strictly examining himself and at last say. 
" 0 what have I done /" May the'shame and infamy to which he most 
mallclOuly exposed hiS fellow-subJects tl1gether with all other his 
undigested politics fall heavy on hiS head, being but the just reward 
for such eVil' mimsters. We hope with your Excelloncy that 
the general certificate sent to court attested by all the eminent 
merchants may meet with the desired effect to the confuslOn of Qur 
enemies} 

A letter of the ~2nd March 1701 from the Bombay Council to 
the Karwar factory gives details of what happened dllring Sir John 
Gayer's confinement: Havmg this opportumty by a shlbar bound 
to Goa, we are chiefly to adVIse YOIl of our late troubles since the 
9th of the past month. HIS Excellency, my Lady, and several other 
gentlemen that were With him at Swally, were surprised by the 
governor's son of Surat, with a retinue of about 50 horse and foot, 
and hurned up to Surat as prisoners in a disgraceflll manner and 
there committed to the governor's house. ThIS was done by an order 
from the Delhi court, procured by Sir Nicholas ·Walte~ the harkara 
of Snrat, and others of his hellish crew. In the tIme of hiS 
Excellency's confinement at the gover:r;l.Or's house, being about fourteen 
days, several councils or adrilats were held. All the officers with the 
emIDent merchants of the to'lfn WE're summoned as likewise Sir 
Nicholas '1'0 Sir NICholas the governor said, I have now performed 
the klDg's order whICh by your justIfication and promIse of domg 
great matters was procured III seizing the General. Comply WIth 
what you have written and pronused the king, "and I Will deTIver 
the General into your possession. After several debates and evasions 
of Slf NICholas, he at last denied what he had can sed' the harkaTa 
to WrIto, and in a manner everythlllg else. So that the merchants 
derided hIm for his perfidlOus baseness, and drew up. a wrltlDg of 
onr mnocence, Signed by them all and also that rogue the 
harl.dra, and sent up to the klDg which we ho11e may procure 
mIlder orders and better treatment for the future. You will dOllbt
less have a more fllll account of these transactions by return of 
your peons, who walt hiS Excellency's answer which so 1l~0~ as 
receIved they shall be despatched to YOIl. They have all been at the 
factory ever since the 22nd last month but there IS a guard of ueons 
set WIthout the gates which the governor says eannot be taken off 
tIll furthor orders from the kmg.9 

Nme months later (31st December 1701) the followi~g Consulta~ 
tion is entered m the Surat Factory DlRry: Smce our last the 
governor has forced the paymeut of the amount there advised froliJl 
the Dutch and Old Factory. '1'he first are still confined and the 
latter shut up. The governor a few dayR past eent for Sir Johu 
Ga,1er, pretending to see him out of kmdness, when in truth it WaS 

• 
1 Bombay Deputy Governor and Oouncil to Sir John Gayer, General ani Oouncll 

at HUt'at, !OBth ~'ebruary l1Q1, Sec Onto Letter Book 7 of 1699.1702, 85. 
• Bombay Depy. Govr, to Karwar, 22nd March 17Q1, Sea. Out. Lette. Book 1 ot 

1699· 1702, 43 • 44. 
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to deliver him and the CounCil into the hand and cha1'ge of the 
katwa~ The katwal gave a receipt for then' persons, and in his 
custody the chief broker c~ntlnlleB prisoner, the governor threaton
ing, 1£ he delivers not a faithful account in three days of the 
surplus which appears by theIr entries in an<l out"at the cllstom 
house to remain III the country, to force h1m bo turn Moor. It 
is said within this nme days the Emperor has sent down an 
h'!'evokable order signed by the Prime Vazir, published the 29th 
msta.nt, for the Old Factory satisfymg all demands upon them. If 
suffiCIent assets are not found the factors are tG be 19nomimously 
expelled the country, the Emperor directing the Sidi or Admiral to 
seize Bombay that is so slenderly garrisoned, that if attacked It will 
be easily carried. All this, they add, might have been prevented: 
had the Factory employed their talent for the true interest of theii' 
Masters whlCh has suffered more by their impohte and untoward' 
heat, breaking through sacred promises and trustlDg to their 
unlImIted power for corruptIng all that gold Will allure in the who1'e 
managery of their affairs. They might have compounded and thereby 
established a friendshII1 with these inhabitants for less than has 
been given to the governor, for not executing the several orders for 
payment upon them and for defeating the embassy vainly proJected 
for expelhng your Honours out of Indusbtn. ,In which last God be 
praised, they and their adherents being il1falhbly dIsappointed .. 
will in favour to themselves assuredly charge all j,hat can be 
invented for destroymg ..•........•• most va1uable to man. In 
such discouraging CIrcumstances are we for preserving your 
Honours bemg obliged to join with their mysterIOus and 
mcumbered stock havmg not yet found any reason to Buspelilt these 
proceedlllgs can embrOIl your affa,irs whe'n YOllr -Phlrmans are 
delIvered (though most Europeans Jews and Gelltlles are against 
that course), ~overning all our actions WIth those principles of virtue 
that our word is •......... with whom (we enJoy) credit beyond 
what we dare make use of as affairs stand III EuroFe. ~ 

During 1700 and 1701, while the chief interest and exeitemen~ 
centred at Surat, the Bombay Council passed through a time of trouble 
anar al'arm. Besides misunderstandings with the Sidi and frictions 
with the Portuguese the Marathas were unusually aggressive and 
Arall pirates played so bold- a part against the Portuguese as to 
intro1uee a new olement of danger. On the 16th February 1700 
Sir John Giyer the General at Bombay, wrote to the Directors: 
For that she had not their pass, the Portuguese have taken a 
.small ship belonging to some "Country merchants and carried her 
hltQ Goa. Of this vessel an Englishman that did b<llong to Captain 
Say was master and had good!!. The man and his goods Commodore 
Littleton when at Goa required the Viceroy :to dehver him. And 
because he did not, as we have heard, gave him threatening language 
in hiS letter as if he would take one of their ships if he met WIth any 
for satisfaction. Afterwards between Goa and this place he met in 

t Surltt ~onBu1tatlon, 31st Decemoer 1701, Surat Factory Di&ry i of 1699 -1707. 
187 -188, Forrest's H9me Senes, 1.- 229 - 230. 
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tbe niO'ht with a Portuguese rnaclwa bound to Goa with a great many 
letter; and papers for the Vlcer)lY. This Tlwchva in the night firIng 
some ""uns, though fOI' what rOMon the Commodore knew not she 
bemo' °about two or three miles dlsta.nce f~'om bun, gave her chasl' in 
the l~lOU.l.lllg, [jUppO~lIlg hOI to be a §lhivaji or Malab,\r pirate. But 
It proYlng wry lIttle wmd, he sent his boats armell to her With the 
Klng's coh)urs flyIng III his barge's head. Notwlthstandmg wInch 
the POI tu~uese, takIng as we suppose the man·of-war to be plrakt'!:l, 
(hsehltrged a yolley of small shot at the b,arge. Upon thl~ the 
barge ft'll astel'n to -the long boat and towell her up and then 
boarded the maclll'a and took her. In the skirmish one of tbe 
CoulmoJore'~ men was kIlled and two or three wounded and about 
10 of the Portuguese wounded. When the Commodore caIlle hither 
he brought thiS mackua with him and would have left her hel'e, but 
we would not concel'n oUlseh'es WIth her. At last he dehveled 
her to the people that he took in her and sent ber to the Captain 
General of the North for the POI tuguese, With hiS letter to him, 
O'lVlI1g an account ofthe transactIon. This busines~ and the threat
~lllng messnge of the Commodore to the Viceroy hath so enraged 
the Captam General, who is very lately come to his station, that he 
hath raised and armed a great number of men and fitted out about 
50 mach,!s, [\~ we are by all SOlts of people informed, to lIlvade 
thiS Isbnd. The machvrlslast flIght were all seen off Mahim where 
It is reported they are deSIgned to land. iN e can scarce beheve 
they WIll be gUIlty of so rash an action, thongh It is certall1' as we 
have heletofore advised your Honours theIr exorbitant pride and 
imolence prompt them almo~t to anythmg. • A.bout five days 
Slllce they fired two shots at one of your machvlts a~ she passed by 
.)ne of their small forts to the northward, though she had her 
c()lf)ur~ ilymg. Since then they have stopped" all provislOn~ from 
conllng to the island All thiS puts tbe poor inhabitanls Into such a 
comternatlOn that they thmk of nothmg but fiymg off the I~land 
to save their httle, for fear they should lose all as they lhd when the 
Sidl litnded. By thIS your Honours may perceive that If a 
C0urse be not t,lken some way or othel to coned the unp.trallelell 
[Hide and msolence of these Portuguese, no mercbants OP llII1y 
worth Will ever settle on Bombay whereby to,increase its revenue 
On the contrary it Will go less dally by reason of the inhablttLnts 
fears from the Portuguese Moors and Shivajls, agamst whom 
they ale sensible we have not strength to defend the I~land, 
though we may the fort. Should those yam rash· Portuguese 
invade the ibland, we Will do our utmost to repel them But as we 
have formerly adVl~ed, we are in gr!'at want of small arms an<1 
'hand granadoes, great quantity thereof being embezzled in the war, 
and small recrmts come out these last seven years. We also want 
a supply of Engh&b powder.l 

FIve days later (February 21st) Sir .fohn Gayer resumed: In 
Dur last we adVised your Honours of the threats of the.Portuguese 

I Letter from the Gene~l and Deputy Governor and CounCIl at Born bay to the 
Gourt of DIrectors, 16th February 1700, para. 23, mSec. Out. L. B. 'Z,of 1699.1702. 
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who 'fith the machvtis anchored the 15th instant off Mahim river. 
Next day they stood in pretty nem- this road and afterwards pro" 
ceeded to their armada laliely come from Goa, which layoff at anchol' 
before- Chaul, all accordmg to their accustomed pride vanity and folly 
breathing out threatenings against this island. At ~ight seven sail 
of Arabs appeared before Versiva (Vesava). Next day they landed a 
number.ofmen (how many we know not) at Manora a lIttle to the soutTI" 
ward thereof, and burnt several of the Portuguese aldeas or farms. 
This put the Portuguese -twenty times faster on the run to this 
island for shelter than they by their threats had cti.used the inhabitants 
ofthe said island to fly to them. Next day the Arabs assaulted Vesava 
fort and took· It, presently putting the Portuguese of all sorts to the 
sword. 'rhis hath possessed them with such a panic fear that several 
thousands of the inhabitants of their country are fled hither with 
the Padre Superior of Bandra and several Europeans in offices of 
trust, leaving that place for the Arabs to destroy without resist
ance. The Arabs fearing they shall meet with oppositIon have 
not hitherto been so courageous as to attempt Mlihim. These 
last three days we h~ve not heard of any action on one side 
or other. If the Arabs would follow the stroke they might be 
ma.ster of all Salsette in two days without any considerable opposi
tion from the Portuguese though hJIt the day before the Arabs' in
vasion the Portuguese were so proudly conceited of their opinionated 
valour that they had almost divided Bombay in their imaginations 
amongst them. The Arab ships still lie before Vesava which makes 
the Portuguesethiak that they are fortifying that place more strongly 
in order to their holding it. 'fhe Portuguese armada consisting of 
two ships, one about 40 the other 28 guns, with two ketches of about 
14 guns each and two galivats of about 6 guns each, with about 40 
boats of war and about 100 merchants' small vessels lie at Chaul 
without ende'avouring anything that we yet hear of to the relief 
of their countrj. Neither do we hear that their new vain proud 
Captain General makes any provision by land to oppose the Arabs. 
If the Arabs should fortify Vesava to that degree as to keep the 
place, they will be ill neighbours. If care be not taken by the 
Etft-ope nations to correct their piratical growing insolence, in a little 
time they will be formidable in these seas as they daily increase 
thei!: number of shipping of considerable force and entertain all 
rascally deserters of Europeans of all sorts. 

We have put this island into the best posture of defence we can, 
though it is llot our opinion that they will at this time assault us. 
Still, if they are not checked in their career, the commodiousness 
Of -the harbour for the winter will hereafter induce them to 
endeavour to gain it. ' Though the place they have now in their 
possession will harbour any of their ships in the river clear of 
all danger, but the going in and out is ddficult. We have received 
no letters from Surat these thirteen days; therefore suppose the 
Portuguese' have intercepted all both from them and us.1 

1 Botnbay to the Court Qf Direotor~1 21st February 1700, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 Qf 
1699-1702. 
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Some montlls after Su' John Gayer left for Surtlt. In J'h.uutlry 1701 
,tIle Deputy Governor of Bombay ~ent him the followmg LIeut~nant 
Shllw adv'lses us that the Portuguese have placed guards at Bandra 
a.nJ over against Swn, hindel'illg PI'OVlsIl'lns from being brought 
over or our inhabitants th.tt are there to return. Of this there is 
no l~al cC1tainty as yet. We believe'lt only a bounce as usual from 
those proud aud beggarly people, Their pretence for thiS actlOn 
1S that we are spies and keep a macht'a and bonny boat abroad. 
to "dvise theIr enemIes the Shivajis and Arabs of theIr strength. 
'rhis their fooli ... h jeaJ~lsie" and fear together WIth their arrogancy 
and pl ide will at one time or other provo fata.l to them. If we 
he.Lr of allY fUI ther certll.luty of this, or that they should proceed 
to any acts of host1llty, we shall use the neces~ary d1ligence to 
prevent such theu' evil deSigns and have a watchful eye over 
them.! 

A week later, on the 30th Jammry 170 J, the Deputy Governor of 
Bombay is~ued the following order to LIeut. Shaw: Mr. Aislabie 
is gone to Mlihim, from whom you Will receive the necessary 
orders concerlung the smack and maclwa·haVing sent Serjeant 
Moore and nme topasges to be employed in them as shall be thought 
fit We have ordered. both of them to lie on the side over agil.lnst 
Curlee (Kurla) Block House at the usual place as formcrly, which 
we suppose both this and Boats\vain Wright are acquainted with 
to prevent the Portuguese blocking up the pas~age of the river and 
to protect such boats as belong or others that are coming to the 
bland WIth batty. We have .likewise ordered 1).r. Wright if on 
occa.~lOn of the Portuguese commItting any acts of hostilIty, of 
which he cannot timely advise us, to follow your orders and do you 
forthwith advise us thereof. In case there be any numbers of 
batty boat~ commg to the island, we have ordered Boatswain ·W nght 
WIth the tn!lcltva to weigh anchor and sat! ill company of them to 
protect them from the Portugue~e \I 

A week later (5th February 1701) the Deputy G~vernor wrote: 
The Portuguese &till continue to impede all manner of provisions 
c')lmng to this island. VarIous are the reports given out on this 
account. 'l'he chief reason, as we can learD, is occa.'!ioned by·tl~it· 
armada whicn is !l.t present at Bassein and Vesava, doing what they 
are accustomed to do whiht they are there. We suppose when 
they are gone there will be free passage as formerly. Th~ are 
bound M we heal' for the Gulf of Persia. He contmues.: A bout ten 
days ago the Portuguese from their block house at Curley (KurIo.) 
fired several small shots at bo<tts coming over to this island with 
rice to command them thither. 'I'hi.'! being a thing unusual anG ~. 
prevent theIr blocking the pa<lsage of the rIver we sent to SlOn the 
smack and small maohva to lie over against the said block house. 
They were ordered to secure the passage of the river, and convoy 

I Bomb DeI!. Govr Mr. Jobn Bumiston and CounCil to Sutat, 23rd January 1701 
Sec. Out. L. II 7 of Ib99 - 1702, 23. • 

• Bombay Govt. to Lieut. Shaw, 80th JanUAry 1701,' Sec. Out. L. B. '1 ot 16P9-
1702,26. 
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in all s'Uch ·boats as are bound hither without gIvmg any m,l,DUer 
of oCiasion of offence, but to defe~d themsel vcs if assaulted. Since 
which we have not heard of any further firing.l 

A fortniO'ht later (22~d February 1701) the l'eputy Governor 
resumes: The Portuguese flourish is over and provisions are brought 
to the island as formerly.2 • 

On the 9th A ugust the Deputy Governor addressed Lieut. Shaw; 
~his evening the Deputy Gpvernor received a letter from Alvaro 
Muzello wherein he WI ites that the Portuguese inhabitants of the 
Cassahi of Mahim were alarmed with a notion 'Of a parcel of Shin'iJi 
galivats being abroad (as they feared) with -a desIgt- upon this 
island. It being now the time that'they venture out, you are 
hereby ordered to direct (for the present) such as were the militin 
before the wars to watch for the better security of the island anJ 
its inhabitants.s 

On the 26th August Lieut. Shaw received orders requiring him 
upon no account except in his own defence to discharge anyone Or 
more of hIs great gunsJ1t any boat that shall pass up or !lown !fahiDl 
river, at the same time advising him to prevent any infringement of 
Bombay privileges or any defrauds III the cu~toms or disrespeet, 
and promIsing very speedIly to send one of the large maL'hvas to he 
and cruize III the said river. This..ol'der Lieut Shaw was dilected 
to observe. When the machva was WIth him he was, without 
any blood being shed, to cause all boats that passed up or down 
the said river to pay the customary duties except the King of 
Portugal's own eoats which he was to let pass WIthout interrup
tion.' 

On the 29th November this order was issued to Corporal JOhl1 
Mitchell: These are to 01 del' you to weigh your anchor and having 
received on l>oard Captain Stacy's son-in-law, make the best of your 
way to Robin the Butcher's Island, hearing the Portuguese have been 
there and cut ~own several trees. Examine into that matter, then 
return and bring an account thereof. 6 

Two years later (January 1704) the fonowing details are given 
of.,an. engagement between the Portuguese and Arabs: The 22nd 
in the evenmg the Portuguese, being seven capital ships, weighed 
in ~he road, berthing themseh-es opposite to the same number of 
Arabs. About four o'clock the Portuguese began to assault the 
Ara~s very briskly. They fought an hour at anchor, and, night 
coming on:the two greateo.,t of the Arabs cut, and making the 
best of their way out to sea, were pursued by all the Portuguese 

, I-Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Surat General Sir John Gayer and 
CounCll, 5th Februa.lY 1701, Sec. Out. L. l:$. 7 of 1699·1702,27. 

2 Born. to Surat, 22nd Feb. 1701, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699·1702,3 -4. 
3 Bombay Govt. Order to Lieut. W. Shaw, 9th Augult 1701, Sea. Out. L. 'S. '1 of 

1699-1702,70. 
4 Bombay Go,t Oriler to Lieut. W. Shaw, 26tlj. August 1701, Bec. Out. L. 13. '1 of 

1699-1703,741 75. Forlest's Home f:'erles 1. 167. 
'Bombay Deputy Governor a.nd Coun~ll to COlporal John Mitchell, 2qth Novem

ber 1701, Sec. Out L. B 7 of 1699 - 1102, 103. Forrest's Home "'el'leS, 1. 168. 1!'or 
tile Ilame Roblu the Butcher, see below note 51' a_ the end of the Chapter. 
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Tlle re"t of the Arabs endeavoured eoming ovel' the'i}ar into the Chapter I. 
uver. The seven Portuguese' chased the two largest of .the1l: 'lI:1Stoo:y. 
ships that they pretend slipped them m the night and went their 
way down the coast. The Catheun r~ates the largest of the 
Alahs WIIS at. one time butteled IIY th'e Portuguese that got 
notlung but shame and dbhonour hy the barg!l.in, making no better 
U6e of such a favourable opportunity for destroying them, three of 
the Arabs' capital slups bemg then in the -river.l , 

The followmg are jn~tances of the ferry convoy and other petty Convoy O"lers, 
civilItles by wluch tbl! Bombay Government strove to keep on good 1701. 
terms with ,both Sldi and Maratha Orders i~sued on 17th Jqly 
1701 to 1.11:, Dum'en' Permit ten of the ShivaJls helonging to theu 
galivat to come on bhore to dinner, but let none of them bting arms 
with them.2 

To Ensign William }I oore, the 3rd August· On receipt hereof repair 
on board the Right Honourable Company's dllUble masted mac/Iv" 
und carry her to the Custom House Bay where you must wait the 
coming out of the passage boat which you are to C0nvoy as far as 
the mouth of Trombay, there belllg a Mo~hal's officer on board. 
Havmg cOJ?uucted him thither return With all e:x:pedltlOn.3 

To Mr Bartlett, the 20th September' On receipt heleof, having 
all your men 011 board, with th~ eleven of the Sldl'S people and 
your ii\'e Cownes (!.lui! VI8 or f>eamen) whom we have ordeted on YOll, 
weigh your anchOlS and make the best of your way to Ondry where 
helllgarnvecl, land the foresuid people with all convement speed and 
without anchoring if possible That bemg done, .make the best of 
your way hither again. Hut forasmuch as you are not thoroughly 
IIc'luamteu With the pas~age, we would have you refer to your 
tiudal as to carrying the yessel into that port and bringing her 
out again.4 

To Mr. George Ward, Mllster of the Benjamin yitch (yacht), 
the 2ith ~larch 1702· On receipt hereof the ~idi being on board, 
wmd and tide permitting, weigh your anchors and make the best 
of your way to Ondry. Reing there arrived you are to land him 
With all convenient speed and then to make the best of your way 
bac,k agalll to this port. While the Sidl is on board let him -be 
treated Cl ViUy.6 
) To Mr. Lott of the Josia, the 3rd April: On receipt hereotthe 
(Joosberdar~ (probably Gazbardars that is rod or mace bearers, and 
their people being on board, and wind and tide' permittmg, 
weigh your anchors and make the best of your way to Danda 

~-----------------------------------------------~ 
t Surat CounCil, 25th January 1704. Forrest's Home Seriee, I. 266. 
»The 8e( retary Mr. Warrmg by order of the Deputy &ovemor to 'Mr. \' all 

Dlluren and Mr Hartley, dated Bomba.y Castle, 17th July 1701, 8eo. Out Letter Book 
7 of 1699 - 1702. 65. 

a Hom. Gov. Order to EllSign W. Moore, 3rd August 1701, Seo. Out Letter Book 7 
of 1699-1T02,69 • 

4The Deputy Governor and Council to Mr. Richard Bartlett, 20Lh September 1701, 
Sec Oat. Letter Book 7 of 1699· 1702, 88. 

o Bombay Deputy Governor and COllnml to Atr Oeol ge W(ml, Master of the 
:BellJamm Yatch,24th March 1702, Sec. Out, Letter Book 7 of 1699 n02, l44, 
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Rajpuri, 'takfng under your convoy and'charge the,boat that your 
necess_ries and lumber are on bqard of. Being arrived at that 
port, land the said Goosberdars wlth all expedition. That b!'ing 
done make as speedy returh as possihle. While the Goosberdars are 
on board l~t them be treated civllly.l 

. To Captain Ward on the 9th May: These are to order you to 
receive on board Devaon (Diwan) Abdul Gaphur and his people with 
t~eir necessaries and transport them to Ondry. Likewise goes with 
'yon one of the Sidi's boats whom you are to take under your convoy j 
also take the two-mastE:d rnaellvas to nccomplf~ you. When yoo 
have seen them safe ashore return with all expeditiOD.2 

Durmgthe whole two years (1700 and 1701) both li(arU'thlls and 
Sid is required constant watching. On the 28th November liOO, 
very soon after SIr John Gayer nad left Bomhay, the Deput;: 
Governor wrote to Surat: We shall nccQrding to your Excellency s 
orders hasten the fitting the smack and two 'Il1achvas. In the 
meantime we think of sending ont the machfa and bonny boat to 
ctmze between Basseir.l and Mlihim to bring in what merchant!? 
vessels they shall meet withl the Shiv~jis having as we aTe informed 
taken two boat!! belonging to the islana since your Excellency 
went.s 

On the 28th December (1700) they resume: "Ve continue the 
bonny boat and mac1tf:fl crnizing aud have not since heard of any 
acts of hostility committed by the Shivajis on any vessels belong
ing to the island. They have returned the two shibnrs with the 
cargoes taken bef~re your I~xcenency went 11ence. The smack iii 
launched and with the two marl/vas shall be fitted with all elf.p~li. 
tion. She will be sufficient for cruizing and convoys. And we 
shall use our endeavours WIth the merchants to pay sufficient 
convoy mone3' to defray, the charges of all.4 

In the same letter Mr. Bumiston notices: Captain Colliere met 
in his way witH eight sail of Aral-s. As they s}JOwed 'no colours 
at first he obliged one of them by firing III shot thwart his forefoot 
to>send his boat on board and give an account who they were.. 
'they. told they were bound to Diu. 

He adds: We shall not molest the Shivajis if they do not moles~ 
us. keeping always cruizers out to oblige them to civility." : 

Oil> the l(tth March 1701, the Deputy Governor. of Bomba! 
wrote to Biz-John Gayer in SUrat: The Maratbas are become our 
enemies as appears by their taking several vessels belonging to th:e 
island. A £ the same time they came in here pretendlllg to l!Iak'e 
eaasfaction for what they formerly robbed and to restore what W8.? 

I Born: Gov. to Mr. Charles Lott, Master of the Jusia BrigantlDe. Bombay Castl<>t 
~rd April 1702, In Sec. Out J,etter Book. 7 o( l699 -1702,147. 

2Bom. Gov prder to CaptaJn George Ward, 9th May 1702, Sec. Ont Letter Book 'l 
llf 1699-1702, 165. 

3 Bombay to l:-urat, 28th Nov. 1700, Sec. Ont. '1< Book 7 of 1699.1702,1-2. 
• Born to Surat, 28th Dec. 1700, :"ec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699 -1702, 12. 
';BolJl. to SUla,t, 28th DflC.1700. Sec. Out. Lett.er Book 7 of 16119 .17QJ,13, 15. 
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lately taken. We find all It mere pretence' and oMy to bring 
further trou ble on us as your ~xcellency and Council will see by 
Silh's lettCI s "Inch we herewith remit together with our answel', 
\Ve a,>~ure your Excellency we have not "permitted the MaratMs to 
carry the leasi thing from hence nor of late to stay in the port 
that v.e mny not give the Slfli any di:;;gust. Of two evIls it is best 
to choose the least esteeming it better. If forced to be at variance 
v.lth either, It is best to quatrel with thf- Marat1uis, though we 
I3ball do our endeavour to keep fair with both. The Portuguese 
take tbe oppO! tumt)''' to do us 11.11 the unkind offices tllat may be, as 
we are infollllcd. While DlOab (Dorabjl) was With the ~Idi, he 
ca.u~ed his Portuguese S!nl'arl (escrivtl.n) or vlliter to rend the 
Cuptam of Chaul's letter then lecelved. The Captain acquainted 
him that the Shivajis had little 01 uo powder or ballm Kolabl1, but 
he knew from whence they would be supplied and that boat:; were 
gOll(. for it, meaning to Bomhay, as the ~ldl told Dronb. We also 
heal that willIe one of the Subhedars from Cundry wIIS here one 
Manoell MoraiS De Carvalhios came to Mii.him to treat with the 
s<ud Sul.hedar. On what account we caoIWt as yet learn, but in IL 

day or two shall be alle to further advise.l 

A fOI tnigM later (26th March) the Bombay Deputy Governor wrote 
to the COUI t: '1 he 81di and the Shiva,lis have had several skhmIshes 
of late The Sidi with a cons"iderable force hoth by sea and land, 
hath laid SIege to a small fort called KoMba (off AJibag) within four 
or five leagues of this port. He hath assaulted and endeavoured 
to scale it, but Without success, belllg forced to retreat With the 
lObS of a gTeat many men as reported. Tllls loss hath so aggravated 
111m that he sticks uot to lay the caU'le of his III success on us, 
WI itll1g' a very peremptory letter falsely accusing us WIth assisting 
his eneI1lie~ with ammunition. Our ill neighbour tlle proud and 
beggarly Portuguese is not wanting on such occaSIons to do us 
all UUkllld offices. He is the person that insinuated the Sidi into 
a belICf hereof, but we have undeceived him and made it appear to 
the contrary to hiS satisfaction. The Shlvajis are in reality friends 
to llone, but as pIrates and rovers take all vessels they can over
power. These disturbances have occasIOned us to be on ou:r g.vat·d 
and prepnxed to reCClve any that shall presume to any attempt.s 

Two days later (28th March) :Mr J. Burniston, the DeputJ- Gov
ernor, WrIte~ to Surat: At present there is no right under5t,anding 
l.ctween the Sidl and Shivajls. In the latest skirliliRh the 81di 
as reported bath had a considerable loss, though by his letters to us 
(Bombay Governor) which go herewith, givmg an account of the 
actIOn, he pretends the contrary. He hath been very urgent.wi.th 
m to send ~ chyrurgeon to dress his wounded men saying he would 
hear all charges and look on it as a great favour done to the king 
his master. Dr. Thompson proffering his service we consented to 
his gomg, who def>ired we would spare the black fellow that aSbists 

I Born. Depnty Governor Mr. Burniaton and CounCIl to Sir John Gayer l\Ud Council 
at t-.urat. I:~tb March 1701. Sec Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699 ·1702,42·43. 

) llombay to Conrt, 26th March nOl, Sec. Out. Letter Dook 7 of 1691/·1702. 46. 
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in the tlOspftal for two or three days in case he should have occa
sion t<' make any amputations, that there was none to be got here 
that knew how to assi"t so well as hIm; and that Dr. Skinner bad, 
no cause to complain of olir ordering ahy of his assistants away 
as 11e did not need them at that time, having but thaee sick in the 
hospital. The Deputy Governor ordered Mr. FOl bes to write 
Dr. Skmner a note, copy of which we here remit. HIs lIlost scurrilous 
a!l.swer, also remItted, shows the pride and factiousness of that vain 
man of whom we could give a larger character of his abuses and 
disobedience to Government makmg him sen.:;ible of them, .but 
thought it more fit for crimes of the nature to wait your Excel
lency's orders.1 

In the same letter the Deputy Governor adds: The Sidi still 
continues his siege without doing any great matters at KoMba. 
We shall be watchful to give a warm welcome-to the Shiv8JJiJ 
or any others who may presume to attempt any thing on this
island. 2 

On the 29th August \701 Lieut. Shaw has these orders to prevent 
the evasion of customs dues: Herewith comes one of the Right 
Honourable Company's machvas manned as usual.to whom you 
must give ord,ers to constrain any merchants' vessels that shall 
endeavour to evade it to come to .the custom house and pay the 
usual duties there. When the weather is fair, let her every now 
and then go out and cruize off the river's mouth, but let her not 
fail of returning again every time she goes out to her statIOn in 
the river ere night. ,She is to remain WIth you to be employed as 
above mentioned until we shall order to the contrary.s • ~ 

Other order~ issue from time to time to keep a watch on 
suspicious Maratha Arab French and other vessels. '1'0 
1\Ir. Mercer op the 8th October 1701: On receipt of this repair on 
board the Right Honourable Company's Sittee and having all your 
men and provisions on board, and wind and tide permitting, weigh 
your anchors and make the best of your way out of the harbour. 
Between,the mouth of the harbour and the point of Malabar Hill 
you ar~ to cruize till we shall order the contrary. If WIthin the 
uou~ds and time of your cruize you should happen to meet with 
any Shivaji or other boats that have taken any boat or boats 
beloJging to this island, you are to endeavour to retake it or them. 
This ~u may effect without much trouble. For if you chase them 
we doubt not"but they will let such prize or prizes go rather than 
pretend to stand the brunt unless they know themselves strong 
enough to cope with you, which if you perceive you must npt 1,,,. 
so rAsh as to run the vessel or yourselves into danger. Likewise 
if in yO~lr saId cruize you should spy any ship or ships in the offing 
and can discover what it or they be without hazardlDg the safety of 
your boat and men which you must on no account do, make the 
best of your way into the road and acquaint 11S therewith. Fall . . 

I Bombay to SUrat, 28th March 1701, Sec. Oub. Letter Book 7 of 1699·1702,48. 
• Bombay to BUlat, 28th March 1701, In Sec. Out. Letter Book 71699·1702.51. 
, Born. Gov. Order to Lt. Shaw, 29th Aug. 1701, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699·1702, 76. 
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not, if possibly you can, of ret1'l!'ni!lg int~ this road ev:ry night and 
of 1r::.lgmg the vessel to anchor In or mgh her usua.l berth~ You 
are not to molest the Shivajis upon any account whatsoever 
otherwise than as before directed.! t 

To Lieut. Sh\\w 011 the 20th November 1701: We received both 
vOllrs this afternoon. According to the account given yon by the 
SerJeant of the machva Raols we believe them to be Arabs: shiES 
whIch yon may have futther not5ce of by to-morrow. MeantIme ~ee 
ana call the mIlItia together that you may be ready on any occasIOn 
if they should maki lny assault on the island to receive them and 
defend yourselves. Give order hkewise to all the outworks at 
Warli to be on their duty, keeping a strict watch taking the Gentu 
soldiers off flom the work they are about. And see and order them 
as you think most convenient that they may not be surprIzmi. 
Powder shall be sent you to-night and what else you want let us 
know. You must supply the mihtia. We now send you our sIllall 
fleet which place between Warh point and Bandra If tho Arabs 
should offer to come into our river resist them, or if they should be 
lamled on our island before our fleet al'l'Ivll, then let the fleet go 
where the Arab boats are, and use theIr utmost diligence to cut 
to em off. By no means offer to board them lest they should 
o\'erpower our ves~els. Send the small machva to see what further 
di::,covery they can make, but be sure they take care not to run in 
danger. We send up EnSIgn Moore to your assistance. De sme 
to let us hear from you as often as occasion offers. By the fleet 
we send you two barrels EnglIsh powder, a thou~nd musquet balls, 
fh'e hundred fhnts, and fifty cwt. of match. If the .Arabs should 
come with a great fleet of boats, which they commonly do on such 
occaSIOns and some very large that carry five or six guns and a 
great many men, then let our fleet weigh and retIre under protection 
of the fort. But keep firing on them as we retire >and take the 
opportnhities of destroying said boats if they sl10u19 land.2 

To Lt. Shaw on the 25th November 1701' We have ordered this 
night our three macht'Cfs to anchor in the Back Bay, hearIng a 
large fleet of the ShivajIs are out J n case they meet WIth no ShIVliiis, 
then in the morning to make the best of theIr way to ~alhm. 
On theIr arrival we would have you order the SIttee with you to 
join with theIn, and proceed a~ far as Vesava and then retu'l:n to 
their usunl berths if they meet WIth no OppOSItIOn. We lIkewise 
order you to deliver powder and ball to the mihtia anti order them 
to be in a readiness in case of any alarm. We would have you 
keep a man at Vesava to advise the transactions of the ShivaJis. 
of'which give us due intelligence.s • • 

To Mr. Ward on the 12th August 1702: O..u receipt hereof 
uncover the vessel, hoist her yards and top masts, bend all her 
sails, load all her guns with shot and cartridge, and put her in all 
respects in the great readllless and best posture of defence you can. 

t 

I Bom. Gov. to Mr. John Mercer, 8th Oct. 1701,Sec Out.L.B.7of1699.1702 81.82. 
, Bom. Gov. to L!eut. Sha-w, 20th Nov. l701. Sec. OIIt.L. B. 7 of 1699-1702:96.97. 
'Bom. Gov. to LIeut. Sha-w, 25th Nov. 1701, Sec. Out •• L. B. 'Z ofl699-1702. 100. 
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The ship that was seen to the northward for ·six or seven days pnst 
came yesterday in the evening abQut the point of 0lJ. Woman't! 
Island. It is as we are mformed III French ship. She is now 1'11111l" 
at anchor off this harbour! <:> 

To Mr. Charles Lott, the 25th August 1702:. On I'eceipt hereof, 
the weather being fair, weigh yOUl' anchors and sail out as £al' us 
the reef of Old Woman's lsland. Between which and this rOIl(I 

cruize till the flood is made, with which you must return to yOUI' 

usual berth here, unless in the evening you shall see any boat~ at 
the outermost fishing stakes. In such case tou are to bring the 
vessel to an anchor as near the stakes as conveniently you can. 
Continue there all the night, if the weather will permIt you With 
safety so to do, to protect them from molestation from the ShiV/iJls 
or others, returning next morning to inform us what OCCUl'l"Cncl;'~ 
you.shall have met witp.~ 

To Lt. Shaw, 19th December 1702: When the machva goel! out 
a cruizing, order her not to go far off aud not to go near any larg-n 
vessel she may see, unless they know her full well to be no enemy IJ\lt 
to belong to this Island, fol' that we hear Kanhoji AngrIa with Ii. 

grab and ten or twelve gal vets is abroad to the northward.~ . 
To Lt. Shaw, 22nd December 1702. This accompanies one of our 

matrosses and five European sentin~ls to go-on board the rnac}w(/, 
who on their arrival, put on board her, and give Corpoml Mitchell 
orders, wind and tide permitting, to weigh and stand out early 
to-morrow morning to cl'uize between Vesava and the point ot 
Malabar Hill to o'bserve as far as possible the motion of Kanhoji 
Angria and his fleet. 1£ they shall attack or take any vessels 
bound to this port, order Corporal Mitchell to use his utmost 
endeavour to defend or redeem the captures; but on no other account 
to molest the.Angrias unless they assault him In such case he is to 
do them all the damage he can. What ammunition she will now havo 
occasion for woce than is on board her, you must supply her with; 
an account of which send us and .the same quantity shall 1e 
returned you from this garrison.' 

4.mong the civil or domestic orders of these years tbe following 
may be noted: '1'0 Ensign'Shaw, the 8th AprIl 1695. These 1\16 

to e,porder you when any Callimbmes and Bundcrines (Kunliis 
and Bhandaris) which live in the add as (vadis or gardens) come to YOIl 

for a thit to have the country mnsic that you gi\'e them one without 
taking anythmg from them. LikeWIse you are to take notice that 
the Serjeant or Sian is ordered to give chlts to those people thut 
live near to his post. You are to gIve no chit for the country llIliSIO 

on the Sabbath day. Similar order to Serjeant Swan.i 

1 Born. Gov. Order to Mr. George Ward, Master of the BenJamlU Ya.tch, 12th 
August 1702, Sec. Out. L B. 7 of 1699-1702. 183. 

2 Born Gov. Order to Mr. Charles Lott, Master of the Josiah Brigantine, 25th 
August 1702,1::"0. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702 186. 

3 Born. Gov. to LIeut. Shaw, 19th Dec. 1702, Sec. Out. L B. 7 of 1699-1702, 21l!. 
4 Born. Gov. to LIeut. Shaw, 22ndDec. 1702, Sec. Ont. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 216. 
• Born. Gov. Orders to EnSIgn W. Sha.w and 8e1']. Swan 8th Apnl1695, Sec. Out 

L. B. 5 of 1694-1696, 41.42. ' 
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Of domestic difficulties the DC'puty Gcvernor reports 'tIle folbwing 
t.o Surat and to the COllrt lll'liovember i 700 and Mill eh, 1701 
On the 24th lllstant (November 1,00), III the eVC'lllng' happpnpd a VPl'Y 

unlucky p~ssage uetweeu Mr. Enorh WaHlh anti Mr. Rl\lph fbl':ley, 
the hItter betng woundeu IU thl'eo places These at hrst we did not 
know but u)1ght prove mortal. But by God Almighty's providence 
he I~ finallv recovered and the doctor says thE'1 e 18 DO dangel·. 
Ml' \V <thh ;8 close prisoner III one of the cllfl,lUbers over the pJ'l,~OU 
III the fort, where he shaH contlllue tIll yout· Excellency's fUI ther 
pleasure IS known concerlllng hnn, as likewise about MI'. lIm tley.1 

On the 27th Mar~h they write: 1111-. Thomas Weodfol'd one of 
yonI' Honours' factors that ('time ont III the Thomas and WRS em
ployed III YOllr Custom House lIme for the recelvmg of the revennes, 
pl'oved very unfaithful In sqllandel'mg and makmg away a consider
able sum of your Honours' cllsh as appears by the enclosed 
Rccount He dId c1andestlllely leave tho Island aud was ahsen~ 
abou~ two months, bu"t returmng we ~ecll\ed htm and is at present 
under confineml'nt in the garrison. We should have sent tlllll home 
by the ship but that there were t.oo many 511Ch ordered on her 2 

On the 28th March they rebume (to SUl'at)· As to Ball, had 
there been any hopes of leolallning hnn by bemg rednced as yonI' 
Excellency IS pleased to duee~ we should have done It. But 3.8 

Le IS a restless fcctlOuS and turbulent spulted man ever promotmg 
and carrymg on hIS rascally deSigns he would be always seducing 
others to be confedelates with hlUl. '1'hel'ofol'e as you wet'a plea~ed 
to leave It to us, we thonght It WIth subrnlSSIOI\ much better to be 
rId of such a scabby sheep that he rmght not mfect the flock. So 
have sent him home on the TtWI _tocl. 1 In the saUle letter they 
('ontl1lue. Mr. Harblll IS reclaImed and diligent III busmes~, promis
ing never to be gUllty of such errors lU future We hope now 
Mr. Walsh and other factiOUs persons bemg gone, we shall hnd more 
qllletness If any prove t:hsobeulent and dIsturbers to the Govern
ment, we shall not fall to adVIse well knowmg your 'J!)xceilenry WIll 

order them their due desel·ts.4 

The wI"hed-for quietness docs not seem to have como On the 
2Gth August on a report from IJleut Shaw that a Proclaml1tidn ~ad 
Leen torn down by some person unknown, the Deputy Governor 
regretted there i;hould be any pel son on this Isll1ncl so dlsrespet!tful 
to Govel'llm~nt as to tear a Ploclamation Since there 18 nn\l thu,t 
flO hIgh a nU~llemeanour may (1£ po"slble) be duly rew.ar<led, LIeut. 
Shaw Waf, ordereu to gIve pubhc notice that any p€'rsl)n that sho.ll 
ul,>cover the said off'endel's shall be liborally rewarded.6 

On the 19th September 1701 in consequonce of tho ro1hf'ry I1f 
Reveral 1IIoormens' houses orders were if>~ucd that no Coffel'ips 

1 Bomhay Deputy Governor and Council to Surat, 28th Novomber 1700 Rcc Out. 
L. B 7 of 169q· 1702, 2 ' 

2 Bombay to Court, 27th March 1701, Sec. Out. T,. B 7 of 16qq • 17C4, 4G 
3 fiornhay to 8urllt, 28th March 1701, Sec Ont J,. B 7 of 1609 ·1702 47 
• Bombay to Knrat, 28th March 1701, :;00. Out. L B. 7 of 11\1)9.1702: 49 

, • Born Gov. Ortlc,' to I"ent. I>11Itw, 260h August 1701, Sec. Out Letter Book 7 of 
16'19 ·1702,74. FOrlest'B Home Senes, I. 167. 
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thc1t is Zarfzibar slaves be permitted to go off the islandi either at 
Muhil,n Warli or Sion.1 • 

The 1702 records-contain notices of three matters of some interest, 
the Improvement of Ma;im fort in June, the celebration of the 
acceSSIOn of Queen Anne in early November, and )ate in the same 
month a seVere hurrlCane. Of the improvement of Mahim fort the 
following detail.~ are preserved in a consultation of the Surat CouncIl 
dated 12th June 1702: ' 

A bout the beginning of last rains (1701) the governor of 
Surat having given .us cause to suspect th'at he had 6. design to 
invade Bombay, we ordered the Deputy Governor and CouncIl to 
consult wIth the engineer and commission officers about adding 
some strength to the .little fort at Mahim with all possible speed, 
allowing them to spend three thousand Xcraphins thereon if need 
required it. Now after they had :made some progress herein they 
wrote us that it would cost more than we had allowed them to 
bestow on it. In answer to which we wrote that though it did, they 
should use all possible diligence to finish it. When we thought It 
had been neat done, tlfey sent us a model of what they designed to 
erect, noting how far the work was carried on and how muon it had 
and would cost. The sum expended was Xs. 3397, and the work WIlS 

not more than one-sixth completed, .At all this we were extremely 
surprised, but they laid thEl blame on Mr. Van Duuren who made 
such an erron~ous computation. Now we were not only surprised 
at the extraordinary charge that it would amount to, but that the 
work W8J.'l not abpve one-sIxth part done, which we designed for 
an immediate strength to the islandr in case it should be invaded 
by the Moors or Portuguese, with whom we had reason to expect 
a breach and that speedIly. Another ,thing that troubled us much 
was our fear that in time the sea might wash part of it away, 
and then se much money would be ill bestowed. However, 
seeing they had gone on so far and that it would add great 
strength to the island when finished and greatll augment the 
custom of Mahim, we ordered that if they could be assured that 
i~ would be in no ,danger from the sea, they should use aU 
possiMe diligence-to get it finished.2 

In the matter of Queen Anne's -accession on the 4th'November 
110!! Lt. Shaw receIved the following orders: The enclosed is cop)" 
of th.e proclamation for Queen Anne by which do you about the 
hour of 10 to-morrow morning proclaim ,her at Mahim in public, 
the militia and all your garrison soldiers being uuder arms, and 
all the eminent merchants and inhabitants of the Cassaby assembled. 
As soon as the proclamation is read, give three Hussaees. Then causa 

- . 
I Born. Gov. Orders to LIeut. Shaw and Serjeant Bulow. Il1th September 1701, 

Seo. Onto L. B. 7 of 1699.1702.79. L,eut Shaw was In charge of MAh,m Warlu,nd 
SlOn ports and forts and 'Serjeant Barlow of M4zgaon port. See page 71 of the same 
volume. Capt\m Mitchell George was in charge of Dongri fort (11th August 1701~ 
When he became SICk he gave over charge to EnSign William bheppard. , 

2 Surat Consultation, 12th June 1702, SIIl'at Fact. Diary 3 of 17014,81. Fol'l'e5t" 
Home Sel'IeS, I. 241. 
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the mIlItia to fire three volley'!, and then ihsc1nrge flS m8 ny of your 
great gnns a'l convemently you, can. In the eVPrlll1g pedor nth€> 
usual solemmty for the day by makl1lg a bonfire 1 

About three weeks later all the small b~ats of the Island are saId 
to have been de'dtroyed by a furIOUS storm 2 On the 30th ~ ovem bor 
the BrJrnbay Government issned the followmg orders to Ll8uten.lllt 
Shaw All the Right Honourable Company's mango anfi such lIke 
trees blown down III the lat.e hurricane, you are to take under 
your care ~reserving for the Cmnpa.ny's u~e such [J,ll t of them a~ 
mav be fit. for tImber." '1'he rest we would ha\'e vou bell to the 
chti'nam makels at the best rate you can, It bCl1lg' good wood for 
their u'>e 3 About a fortnight latel' a Recond Older Is"ucd Dell 
what you can of the RIght Honoul'l1ble Company'R pallllrers that 
were blown down; also of the Jack tJ peg that are not fit lor plank, 
but such a,s are, preserve for that u<;e ~ 

The first mam division of Bombay histot'Y closes wlth the UUlon 
of the Old and New Compames NotIce of the Ulllon and detaIls of 
the articles whICh had been arcept.ea in London on the 1~t Jannary 
1702 rel1ched Surdt III December 1702 A ConsultatIOn at Surnt 
dated the 9th December records the followmg detmls The <Jth 
mstant late at mght, recetvecI letters dat,ed the 12th Odober hOUl 
the President I1nd ConnCII of th~ Coast, mclosmg 21 artlcles for It 

UlllOn agl'eed between the two Comfla1l1e~ III J annary 1702, the 
same confil'mpd bV a lettPf tllPy I ecelved by the Colr hester from 
the Court of DIrectors d,Lted thE' lOt,h .Tanuary lrl~t (1702) (copy oE 
which hkeWlsc enclosed), mformmg them tlL'Lt the. geuel ill (JOlll til of 
both Cumpallle'l (Engli'lh and Lond rl11) had 11('11[1 ne COllt) f(,,{~r 611te 
a;.rreed upun a UTllon, whiCh WdS tllPn bemg dl a IV 11 mto form by 
Coul1cll,and would be completed III allttlp tHllG Ucc"oolved 1ll COlHlCII 
next day 5th December that copy of the Sitld a'tlcles anll Ie t,tet· 
(bemgLhe first notice we had receIved frol11 auy ±dctorf on the oth,'I' 
side and to thIS day no general F~nlOpe jpttel s: ~ltollirl he tanl.f 
tlansc1'lbed and enclo::;ed lJl a pllvate let,j-pr. fhr Nlchola~ \VaJt,e 
was Lhen de::;u'ed to write Sir John GaYl·1' (.-t )ptter) to 1)0 deltvel8,l 
hur~ by the Secretary. Sir John Gayp!' ac('ordlllgly pnbhshed 111 

theIr £adoly the purport of the Sflld nmon the sallle or th,~ ~a,v 
after he had recel,ed it ftom U~ 'Phen t,hplr chIef broker and 
an emlUent Per<;mn meruimllt told the governor the cprtam Ulll,,'n or 
hoth COmpdUlf'5i SIr John Gayer aho explmllerl a new Gonpral and 
COUTlI'II were commg out upun the llext shIp, and that the new 
factory was to embark away. He therefOte deSIred leave £01' Inm
self and Mr. Colt to go down to Bombay to I'Opall the Castle and 
other damages sustained by the late vwlent storm prOml&ll1g WllM. 
finished they would return." 

1 Bam. Gov OrdedoLleut. Shaw, 4th No\'. 1702, Sec Oub L B 7 ofll>9[),1702, 202. 
2 Sumt Diary, 8th Jan. L703, Surat Factory Diary 4 of 1702. 170~, 74. 
3 Bam Gov Order to LIeut. W Shaw, 30th November 1702, Sec Out L. B.7 of 

1699-1702,210 
4 Bam. Gov. Order to Lieut. W Shaw, 15th Dec H02, Sec Out L. B. 7 of 16VO-1702, 

:314 
• ~Ir NICholas \Valte and \V Proby's ConsultatIOn at Flurat r1"tpr1 9th DeGember 

li02 an,il9th Jaml<t'Y 1703, Surat FactOly Dlary 4 of ),02 1704,20- 2L, 88. 
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The Sl1ralDial'Y of the Otd Corup~ny'o6ntains the folIa~ng entry 

dated" 25th May 1704: This tTjormng Vanmdlidas came' and 
acquainted us that the New Company's ~roker Rustam .had been 
with the govel'llor and tol~ him tha~ all the Old Oompany's serva,nts 
were tllrned ont; that Sir Nicholas Waite waS .m.d~ chi.tlf; that 
the ShIp arrived at Bombay was conslgned to. him, aud that the' 
·Old Oompany had given the Queen o£ 1llngland. OJ:).e Or two lak~s ' 
'bf rupees to make theIr peace. When the governor asked hilll 
whether, ,he might with safety cause us to -dehver the mQDey that 
we had seized of Abdul Gaphur's, Rustam '!:l~ld Yes, make thEUIl 
dehvel'. Sir John Gayer is nothing now, he cannot stop the port or 
do It any' mIschIef. All the power now is 10 my Jllaster's hand. Th/3 
saId Rustam told the governo,r he must secure Sir John Gayer and 
the Old Oompany's servatlts to be answerable for the security 
paper and the many hlkhs of rupees the town merchants had. been 
robbed oy the pit·alies. And an demauds or debts that any people 
might make upon the Old Com,pany's factory he must make thorn 
give satlsfactloD~ £01' hIS master would not be ans'IYerable for any 
thing,l.. ' 

The Surat Diary contains the following entry regarding an 
enquiry made Oli the next day the 26th May: 'i'his day about, 12' 
o'dock we were ordered by the General President and Counni! togo 
to the governor's :pouse and an;W61' such questions as .should 
thBre bB put to llS relating to the settlement of the nmted trade 
according to their instructions to William Mlldmay and the broke!". 
A.ccordmgly we ""ent and wer~ seated in a .publIc place with the' 
diwan (the govemor btling i11 his private apartment), who Itt firsis 
coming asked several indIfferent qnestions and despatched several 
persons to call the New Company's people. After some time Mr. 
Jerenllah Bonnel and Mr. Edward Crowe came just as the govemor 
was coming but of his apartment to go to prayers. In the yard the 
governor asked whIch was the New Company's people and which wlia 
the Old. He tlJen bid the diwan SIt down and examine' into, the 
papers and bU!lioess we came about~ WIlham Mildmay bid Vantbtili 
to ask the diwan why the governor sent for us. He answered, To 
ask 00 whom that· Shlp belonged that was lately arrived at Bombay. 
William Mildmay said it belonged to the united trade.. of both Com
paTCies. Then who was Chief and General 't I answered Sir Ni.cholas 
WaIte and John Gayer. Then who was President of Surat f I 
answered ~ir Nicholas WaIte. ''1'hen the' (litValt turned to MI', 
Bonnel and Rustatn their broker and asked them wha~ they had 

'to s!l'y. Mr. Bonnel said he was come' there to talk with the 
.g~vernor not to the diwan. Then the diwa"'; asked us if we had 
brought the papers from the Company to prove Sir John Gayf,lr was 
General. WIlliam Miidmay ~aid we had brought no papers, nei~bel" 
would we e\7er show our Masters' orders to them, and smlls 
Mr. Bonnel would not answer to his questions we -would Dot 
answer to fny mor? neither, and desir~~ liberty to go home; Af~er 

" ' 
"Sllrat Diary (of' glr John Gayer MId M esSl'f!. Stephen Colt and E llemla.\l) dated • 

25th May 1704, SllIat Factol'v lhary II oi 1701.1701, 151. Farreot'& l-lome l:ionell, 1. , 
266· 2b7. ~. " , 
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some tIme this was granted upon promise that we wo\11u come again 
at five o'clock if sent for. . t ~ 

III the evening we were sent for again by the governor, where 
we found Messrs. Bonnel and Crowe d~collrBing with the dtwa.'1.. 
So 1300n as Wtll came the d.toan asked, us a.gain to whom that ship 
belonged that was arrived at Boplbay. We answered we had 
told h~m before to the united trade of hoth Compames. Then who 
was General and Chief; I answered, SIr John Gayer was General and 
ordered to reslde at Bombt~y. 'Who was President of Surat? I 
answered Sir Nic)J.slas Walte. Mr. Bonnel in Portuguese hid 
Rustam tell the ditoan SII.' John Gayer was General, but It was but 
for three months. If he dId not clear all the demands that were upon 
the Old Company 1U that tlme, Sir NlCholas Walte was Genera.l, and 
must go down to Bombay. Wilbam Mildmay was asked if that was 
true. He answered that if it pleased Ood Sir John should die or 
any unforeseen accident should happen to him in that tlme so that 
he could not go to Bombay, then SIr NlCholas WaIte was General.' 
But as to clearing all the Old Company's accounts before he went, 
there was no OCCasiOIl, for there would he tao::le of the Old Company's 
servantl!1 left that would take care to pay wnat anyone could jUlltly 
demand of them. Then the diwan asked If 1;lelther of them could 
go, who was General then. We said hIS Worship Burniston, the 
present Deputy Governor. WPJ desired to know upon what OCcaslOD 

all these guestlOns were asked us, to whicn no answer was gIven. 
Then Mr. Bonnel pulled out of his pocket the Honourable EnglIsh 
Company's seal an£! laid it before all the company and asked 1£ 
'Vllha.m Mtldmay could deny that to be the Company's seal, and 
whether the letters that now came were not sealed with it. Wilham 
Mlldmay said he could not deny but that it was, and the letters were 
sealed WIth It as by agreement between the two Com rani es 'in 
Engla.nd when they umted. Then Mr. Bonnel opeped the inden
ture of union in a page turned down, ,clapped his hand upon it, and 
~ked 1£ we could deny ths Old Oompany being turned out and 
the trade brought under the management of (he New which that and 
the seal testified. WIlliam MIldmay saId he did not deny anythmg 
contained in those w1'ltings, neither had be any orders to answer to 
su,ch questions, and asked the gentlemen the reason of their bringing 
these thmgs upon the stage. At thIS time (we stated) we had been 

. sufficiently depressed alr6ady: had they a miud to bury uJ quite 
under ground. Mr. Bonnel said he followed hl8 orders, ~ might 
follow ours. Mr. Crowe made answer, You lDay tlrank yourselves 
for it: all this comes upon you through the message that was sent 

. by Sir John to SIr Nicholas that he de~lg\led to acquaint the governor 
of the settlement. Vanma.li told WIlham Mildmay the diwan'asA:ed 
if Sir John went away, who wlls'there left so great as to give 
1j.nswer for what demands might come upon t~ Old Company. 
WIlliam 'MIldmay said he knew well enough there was sufficient to
satisfy all just debts that Iltny one had upon us, therefore 'wha.t 
matter who was left. He might give tqe diwan what answer he 
pleased, those there would be left that would take care that 'none' 
should Le sufferers on the Old Company's account. . 
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Then we *ere all carried before the governor: Here ',we wera 
again .asked who was General an~' who, President, to' which we, 
an~wered as before. The seal was again shown to the governor. 
What else passed there "'as in Moores, which Wllham MildIIlRY, 
did not understand. Therefore, John B.>angwin gives a <lepolilitioD. 
apart. But Usher Beag (Asa Beg) was ordered. to pu~ a guard upon 
t,he General (Vanmalidas refusing to-be his security) and came horDG 

. wit~ us In the coach to see it done, and ordere4 fifty men to £0110w; 
him to the factory. 'l'q this we can make oath.-(Signed), Williatl\ 
Mildmay, Secretary, and John .Hrangwill, Sen~r. Factor.l ,f , 

In spite of the advantages secured by the union of the two 
Companies affairs in Surat were farfrom prosperous. In June 1703 
and again in January 1704 the Directors called on theil" Councils' 
in 'Burat and in Bombay to, consider how' .best the whole trade, 
'could be Gentred in Bombay 'I Whether the merchants might not by 
,some means be united ·to come and take up their residence in 
Bombay,'or whether the tranl:lfel! could be effected in any ~thor 
Iwayl On the 4th June 1703 they wrote l'egarding Bombay: 
IW~, will grudge no tolwable charge to make every part of :th& 
'islatl~ defensible against any invasion, and to render it healthiul; 
apd inVIte inhabitants to reside on it.s , , " 

.In spite of the' Dil'Mtors' e:f{orts life in Bombay Seems to have beert 
''by no means agreeable. Two y.ears "later (January 1706) in a letter 
to the Qourt, Sir N. Waite i,he Deputy Governor of Bombay, givNI 
the following details of the island: We (tre only eight covetJ/lnt 
servants including lJ1e Council and but two that write, besides two 
raw youths taken ashore oujl of ships, and most of us often sick in 
1;hil:{ l1nhealthful depopulated and ruined islaud.· Th~e months 
later (18th April) he continues: We are now seven on the iHlnnd 
and some of us greatly indisposed, and, but SlX commission officers 
two of which citen sick, all'd under forty English sentinels, a part!.' 
cula1' true state of Bombay.6 , ' 

Three Vleeks l~ter (9th May) he writes: We are six including, 
your Council and some of us often sick.' It is morally im possible 
without ,au overruling Providence to continue bnger frolll goiog 
.under ~round if we have D,ot a large assistance,6 

Nine months later (23rd January 17(17) he moans: My' cOlltillU'ed, 
indis~osition and want of assistance in this unveryheal'thful island' 
.has been laid bef6re the managers and your Court. ·Yet I esteem 

, , 

'I Burat Consultatioll dated 26th May 1704, Burnt Factory DIary S of 1701-
'7&.t, ,,63 - 155. Forrest's ·80me Series, I. 267 - 268. • 

a Directors to Surat and Bombq,y, 12th Jauuary 1704, 90mpilabop, ot Standing 
'Orders, Val. I of 1715 -1721,109. • 

a Directors to Bombay or Burat, 4th .June 1703, para. ·39; Compilation ,of 
,Sta.ndmg Orders, Vo!. 1 of 1715.172!t 141. 

4 Sir Nlcholas W&lte to the Court, lSombay Castle, 31st Ja.nuary 1706, Surat Fact. 
Diary 2 of 1699 ·1707,396. ' 

·D bll Nlchola.SI Waite to, the Court, Bombq,y Castle, 18th Apnl1706, Surllt Fe.ot. 
,DIlIory 2 of 1699, 1707, 397. , 

6 bir Nicholas Walte to the 6ourt) Bombay Cq,stle. 9th Mq,y 1706, Burq,t Fac4-
Dlary 2 of 1699· 1707, 399. " . 
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myself -bound in gratitude and I will briefly inform w"hat material 
occurs till I leave this place or '~e world.l .. 

One reason why the early years of th~ eighteenth century were 
unprosperous in Bombay was that the union of the Companies in 
1702 Was onlyiormal. So strong had been the rivalry between 
the two Companies and so opposed' were the private interests of 
their serVllJIts that for several years, though outwardly hid. dis
trust and rivalry continued fresh and adive. Though 1702 is th~ 
date of formal amalgamation. opposing interests were not united 
tl111708. During tkese six years (170;3 - 1iOS) occasional skirmishes 
at the outposts sometimes grew so warm that there was danger 
lest the war should be rencVled. As the instructions from hom~ 
to live in peace and quietness were positive, neither party vl'utured 
openly to disobey them. Sir Nicholas Waite, who had pertina. 
ciously endeavoured to prevent a union and to persuade the 
dIrectors of his own Company. that it would be to their detriment, 
as soon as he heard that his remonstrances were unheeded and that 
a union would certainly take place, wrote and assured the directors 
of hiS resolution r to obltterate all pl¥1t,. heats' and to hold 
friendly intercourse with Sir John Gayer and his Council. The 
communications between the two Chibfs and theIr CounCils never 
went beyond formal civility. There was constraint on both sides; 
nor did either place any relian~e upon the good dIspositions of the 
other. 2 Probably neither party understood its own circumstances, 
certainly not the circumstancl's of the other. The difficulty of 
arriving at a complete agreement was enhancod in India by the 
rival interests of their servants which gave rille to incessant bicker
ings. At last the representatives of the two Companies consented 
to appeal to the Earl of Godolphin, Lord High 'l'reasuret· of England, 
who after a most patient investigation of the questions in di.~pllte 
published on the 29th of September 1708 his famous award. From 
that date the two Companies became in fact as well as in style 
'The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies.' S 

I SIr Nicholas Waite to the Court, Bombay Castle, 23rd January 170., iurat 
Fact. D ..... y 2 of 1699 ·1707, 401-402 

, Diary of the English Company's Factory ali Surat, 7th 'Feby. 1703. Anderson'. 
English In Western India (1864),166. 

3 Anderson's EngllBh in Wllstern India (1854), 176. 
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Union'of Companies (1708) to French War, (1744). 

SECTION J-MILITAItY AND POLITICAL. 

Perhaps the subject of ke'llne.,t local interest in Bombay during the 
first half of the eighteenth century was the dIScovery Q~ the treasonable 
dealings with Angria carried on by a Br~hman named Rama Kamatl 
one of the leadlllg Hindus of Bombay. In 1720 after long mqull'les th~ 
'Blatter came for formal tnal. A Consultation of the Bombay CounCil 
dated 26th February 1720 records the following entry: The Presulent lays 
before the Board translation of several papel'So and letters conlainlllg 
s-everaIinformatlons of Rama K:hnati havmg unlawfully and treacher_ 
ously held and carned on a correspondence and trade with Kanhojl Angrla 
both before and since the present war to the g!-,eat dishonour and prejudice 
of the Right Honourable CompanY1 All whlCh are now:l'ead, and fOI 
methodical plOceeding against hrm, it is ordered that Messrs. Walter 
Brown, John Courtney, Owen PhrlliPPS, and John Horne collect and dlaw 
up froru the sard informations a regular (Jhar'ge and lay the same before 
the Board with all convenient speed; that trll we can bIwg him to a trial, 
Ius moveable effects be jecured' under the Company's seal;l that tile 
I'eceiver of the revenues take charge of the tobacco faIm; and that the 
vereadores of Bombay and M~him take care of his oarts and those of the 
Right Honourable Company rented to him. The aforeSaId papers 
likeWise giving us some reasons to sllspect that Dalba Bhandari has 
been an accomplice with Rama Kamatr in carrying on the said (Jorre
spondence, resolved that a guard be immedrately set on Oalba's person 
and'goods till we can. exannne farther into this affair.s 

A Consultation Of the 7th March continues: ConfOlmable to au 
order of CouncIl of 26th ultimo the charge against Rama ;Kamati, 
consisting' of seven articles drawn up by Messrs. Brown, Courtnoy, 
Phillipps, and Horne are now read With the respective proofs to each 
article as ·en~·ed hereafter-Ordered that the Secretary dehver Rama 
Kamati a copy of those articles in English signed by hrm, together 
with their traMlatlOn in Portuguese, and requIre that he prepare to 
answer to the said charge before tlris Board on Thursday the 17th of 
tIus month (March 1720).8 . 

The (level). articles of charge were as follows: Al·ticles of treason 
and other high crimes exhibIted by the H onoul'able C. Boone Esquire 
Pl'esi~ent and Governor of Bombay and Council on be~l£ of the 
RIght Honourable United Company of Melchants of England 
tr'ading to the East Indies, against Rama Kamati Brahman inha
bitant of Bombay, for several offences done and committed by him 
the said Rama Kamati, by advising abethng and assistmg tho 
eI\llIIp' Kanhoji Angria, whereby he hath endangered the safety and 
welfare of the sard Right Honourable Company by endeavoul'lDg 
to inh'oduee the enemy into the said island in order to subvert and 
extirpate the Enghsh and their Government thereof and to seize and 
bling into great :peril the person of the said Honourable the Gov- , 
er;no1': ' 

1 Details of his tnal are given in MS. Selecti.ons, Vol. 86 of 1720. 
• Born. Gov. OonsultatJOny 26th Feby.1720, Puh. DIary 10f 1720, IS, 
3 Born. Gov. Consultation, 7th March 1720, Pub. :blary 1 of 1720,20. 
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1. That in 01' about the month of December in i 717 when the SaId 
Goval'Uor and President was in-treaty with Kanhoji Angria lor the 
dehvery of the ship Succes8 belonging to ~oVIIJ'dhandas, late broker to 
the Right Honourable Company, which had been some sholt time 
before taken l!p by the sald AngrIa, he the said Rama Kamliti wrote 
a letter to Angria advll:ing him. that.., the said ship did not belong to 
the Enghsh or any of then: dependants but to some merchants iu 
SUl'at and that therefore he need not deliver her ,up Wlthout a consider-
able lllnsom. • 

2. That in Oc~!!r 1718 after the breaking out of the war, he 
the SaId Rama KamMi wrote a letter 1 to the said AngrIa telling him. 
of the pl'epaxation and readiness of the English fleet to proceed against 
hIm and particulruly that It had been I'8solvedin CouncIl at Bombay 
to make a descent on the island of Cundry (Kenery) on the 17th of 
mid month and witha,l adVlSing hIm the said enemy to be on his guard 
and lay in provisions and a sufficient number of men IIJld warlike 
stores for the defence of the said island of Cundry. 

8. That in 01' about the same month of october 1718 he did 
intercept or cause to be intercepted a letter ~ntten by the du-ections 
of the Portuguese General of the North to tlle Honourable Governor 
and President of Bombay intimating an inclination in the Portuguese 
to enter upon a h'eaty for joiniqg their forces to the English for the 
more Vigorous carrying on of the war agaInst Angria j whICh letter 
he not only kept from the knowledge of the said Govel'Uol' and 
President but privately sent to the enemy with lIJlother from himself 
containmg further advices on that occasion. • 

4. That the said Rama Kamati did counsel IIJld advise the said 
enemy to attempt and invade the island of Bombay with armed fOl'ce 
and to seize the person of the Honourable Govel'Uor thereof, laying 

-.down a plan of the time an<\. mIIJlUer for' putting in execution the 
sald WIcked purpose. • 

1 Letter from Rama KAm:1ti to Angna., 12th October 1718: To the opulent and 
magmficent as the sun, valorous and vIctorIous, always courageous, the liberal, 
prodent, and pIllar of fortItude, the essence of understanding, the l.rotector of BrAh
maIlS, defender of the faith, prosperous in all thmge, honoureo of lungs abd';e 1Jll 
counCIllors, lienhor lUohojl Angrla liarqueel-RamaJI KamAti, your servant, WJiteB 
WIth all veneratIon and reoomess for your servIce, and WIth your favour I remalo 
as always. Our General here has resolved In Couucll to attack and ta.ke the fot't of 
Cnndry, and thus 11; IB agreed to Bnvuon the saId fort the 17th October, an~ tho 
armada powder and ball and all other necesSarIes for war are ready I therefolo 
"'lite YOIJr honour that you may have the S81d fort well furnIShed. Aa"for the SIde of 
RIIJpnrJ, I ha.e spoken to and agreed WIth All N Ii.Jk Loka.ndi that they of R:1JPuri 
shall not help eIther pa.rty: thUl! I have gIven thIS notu,e. I do not wrIte more; 
only beg that you will retain me 10 your favour. Bombay Government MS. SelectIons,. 
l!6 of 1720. • 

Another letter from Klimllti to Angria. runa: This is to let your honour 
know that the POl tugnese of Passein have Wr(}oo to our Chief whIch letter IB 
.,oncemmg you and therefore Dalba Bha.ndl£1'l h808 Bent It to you by which you WIll 
understand everythmg. Dalba Bha.nWlri and myself are with one mind, the least of 
all your servants, and we assure you 011 our Plort we shall never be Wa.ntlllg 10 your 
"ervlce. We further a.dvlse you that our chIef is always both da.y and nllJht at Parel 
and he hIlS no powe~ Jn hIS oompa.ny only hIS Olfll chamber servants; and for th,. 
reason we wnte you that by lllght you may send. six or seven galivats who landmg 
WIll gam a notery WIthout doubt. Upon the whole yonr bononr 18 a prudent mall. 
When yon have read thIS letter we desIre you would keep it and t.0t put It in the offioe, 

~
)tber the othe18 at presAnt. I do not WI'lte more, always ho inJ for your protee • 

• Datell the 22ud of • Suffar.' Bombay Oovernment MS. Be eotloM, 86 of 1720. 
,1185-19 
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~. Th .. t he dld carryon an un]jtwful trade and commerce with 
the'sald enemy at several tunes, notwithstanding the known orders 
and proclamatlOns to th~ contral-Y, and partIcularly III batty willch 
he pw.'ehased in Anglia's countl'Y dU11ng the Wal', as also ROnle 

wool and potafhes whlCh he sent with rus grands@n-m-law Gal'm 
Smay (Gh'1rn ShenVl)1 to the enemy's country and received turmcl'lu 
1n return thereof. . . , 

6. 'fhat about the month of November 1718 the Honourable 
President and Governor thought fit to put into his hands the imme
mate Cal'e and command of a11 the fightmg fil'.P0YS whieh were then 
to be employed against the enemy; when the better to ca1'1'y on a,nd 
effect rus mahcIOus designs and purposes, he secI'etly endeavoured to 
mtimulate and discoUl'age them flom the peIfol'mance of theu' duty 
to the RIght HonoUlable Company; and }larticularly when AntOnIO 
Francisco D'Costa, subhedal' of a com}lQ.nyof sepoys, spoke of an 
~ffer made to him by the chief officer of Mopont under Angl'll!. 
(perhaps Mohoplida. above Panvel) for the delivery of tha,t fort, he 
received the notice thereof with coldness and neglect, and was further 
told by Druga '(Dul'~) son of said Rama Kamati, not to be too 
busy in such matteI'S, lest he meet \lith -the fate of Antonio D'.MeUo 
and be sent to St. Helena. 

7> That on II, l'umoul' of a discovery of these practices, the said 
Rlima K6mati being apPl'chensive of the eonsequences, did iu tho 
month of December 1719 lemove and convey off the island to Thana 
()r elsewhere, part o-f his moveable estate and pal'ticulal'ly 14 chebts 
of treasUle, AU which matters and facts charged in the several 
~L1'tieles before-mentIoned ale proved and made out by hving witnesses 
now on the spot and the certificates of other pel'Sons, together with 
letters of the said Rama KamatI, directed to the sald Kauhoji Angl'ia, 
contl'a1'y to his duty: and obligat1on~. Whereby he appeal'S to be 
the pl'lncipal author of the war and the OCcafion of Its SO long 
contInuance by thus secretly and wickedly combimng WIth the cnemy 
against th.e dignity and interest of the Right Honoutable Company 
and the lIberty and hfe of their Honourable .Governor and all the 
EngliEh inhabitants of the said island.2 

-TJlis ilay (24th March 1720) bemg appoint~d for the hial of Rllnut 
Kamati, the PreSIdent being informed that some pel sons have pl'~
lnI~ed to make a further dlEcovery of the treasonable practICes 
'Committed by Rama KamaH and Dalba Bhanda1'i plOvided It paHlon 
may be seclired to them-Ordered that the Secretary draw out a '{Iro
elamation to that purpose.s 

The following is an abstract of Rama Kamati's answer to the seven 
''aftlCles exhiblted against hi.m: In the preamble is nothing matel'ia.l 
more tha.n that the defendant asserts the witnes'les are a.Il brought ovel' 
to swear against him by bribes, fair promises, threats and pUllIshment 
for whieh reason their evidence ought not to be taken and insinuates 
his former good services deserve better treatment. In answer to the 
,first article he says, the charge IS of no significancy as his giving notice 

• I 

1 PublIc Diary lof 1720,22-23. Appa.rently thiS should be 'hiS grandson·in·law'. 
father.' See MS, S~lechon., Vol, 86 of 1720, 2 and below page 147 hne 28. ' 

• Pub. Dla.ry 1 of 1720, 2~·23 
8 Bom, Gov. Consnltatwn, 24th Marcb 1720, rub Diary 1 of 1720. 28. 
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• 
t~ Angria. could beol no advantage because as soon as he has taken any 
ShIp or vessel, he Immediately makes a strict inquiry who she l!elongs 
to of the officers and others abroad. and i~ perfectly well acquainted 
WIth every mdividual ship belonging to SUl':t for wruck I'eason he adds 
It would be tolly in him to send such advices, In his defence to the
second article he alleges that when our Beet came before Cundry the fort. 
IIvas so ill pI'OVlded WIth men and ammumtwn that the enemy- ran the 
l'isk of throwing succours of both into it after it was besieged by ur.' 
From this he mfers that the enemy would of course haye taken bettler 
cal'e in furnishmg t~g9.rrison (whlch was so weak that even the women 
were obliged to assist in the defence of it) had he given the notice he is 
charged with, He further adds for his justification that it was he who 
first told the Governor of the weakness of that place and after the 
Govel1l0r was gone thither he desired Mr, Pal'ker to confirm the same 
by wl'lting to hiS Hono«r whICh he thlDks is a sufficient proof he is not 
the author of these letters, Touching the thhd al'tIcw he alleges there 
is no proof the letter mentIoned in hiS accusation was delivered to hilD 
and seems to insmuate there was no such letter sent, To clear Ilimsel£: 
of the charge in the fourth article he pleads kis former good services 
n.nd the nmny obbgations he lies under to the Right Honourable Com
pany aud the English nation in general and to the Governor in parti
cular whIch would make:it the highest ingratitude imagluable in him 
to be gUIlty (even III thought) of ;uch a piece of c1'1;lelty and tll1nks it 
would be a great folly to attempt such a tlung: considering how well the 
island is guarded by several stout frigates and forts and a number of 
good Enghsh officers. As to the fifth arbcle he denies to have had any 
dealings Wlth Anglia dunng the war a.nd says the GoVel'nOl' gave GaITU 
(GMru) Smay leave to come hither to celebI'ate the maniage of ms 
grand-daughter and that what goods he carried WIth them were bough.t 
pubhcly dunng the cessation of arms and were only deSIgned to defray 

-his charges whlCh he looks on as no crime, To invalidate the chal'ge in 
the sinh article he alleges tha:t if Antonio Francisco D'Costa had any 
snch offer made him, it is probable to beheve he would 'bave revealed It 
to the Governor or Captain Stanton who was Ius commanding officer and 
not to the defendant, He therefore thinks that a sufficient reason t~ 
oonclude it was not communicated to him and turthel' adds that all.the 
sepoys were not under his command, some of them (the Pattanees) being 
under the chrection ot U mel'ji. He defends himself from the clj;tl'ge 
of the last artIcle by iusinuatI,ng that the three letters mentioned in the 
other articles are all false, becaulle they were not his own handw~itillg. 
Be conclurlcs with saylng it is easy for those who can fOrge letters to 
make a falbS seal also. H~ repeats that his accusers have made use of 
bnbes threat8 and fair promIses to procure evidence against him. IIp 
humbly hopes that what he has represented and his former gooa 
services will induce the BoaI'd to clear him from the chlu'ges laid against 

, ~im, urging it is highly improbable he would trust a s~cret of euca 
Importance- to any body else when he wa.s able to write h1lIijlelf.1 

The following -is the reply to Rl1nutji's anSwer: His assertion in the 
pI'eamble that the witnesses were all brought over to fiweaI~ against him 

, 1>7 bribes ind threats is a reflection on the justice of this Board and 
ought to be looked npqn a.s a reproach and no testimony eince he has 

~ AlS. Selecho1l8, 86 of 1720 •. 

Clnt pter to' . 
HistDry,· 

Rama K!\m!\tl, 
1720. 



Chapter.I. - . 
History. 

Rama Kttmttti, 
. l7,20. 

Dalbo, Bhandd.I:l, 
1720. 

[lUstorich 1 

148 BOMBAY TOWN 

llDt brought one single pi'oof of it. (1) His answer ttl t'he- first article 
i5 only-a., bare denial and evasion of ijJe- charge without brmging any 
evidence to clear hllnself of it. (2) The enemy's neglecting to follow 
his advice is no manner of p\'oof that he did not send It nor against the
evidence of the person that wl'ote it. (3) The oa.th oi GOvinji (Ivho 
wrote this letter) is proof enough of the 3rd article. (4) His former 
good services (for which he has been welirewarded) are not a sufficient 

'1-eason to. bebev~ that he is not gUllty oI "hat he is now charged Wltl:i, 
when we have a letter under his own seal and owned by the person who. 
wrote it by hIS rurectlOD. (5) His alleging the".gpods were ml.l'l'ied off 
the Island during the cessation of arms is a mIstake because there was 
no cessation of II>I'DlS at all. (6) That Antonio FrancIsco' D'Costa did 
not tell the Governor nor Ca.ptain Sta;nton, can never be esteemed a. 
suffiClent pI:oof that he did not tellllilmaii especially SInce C~ptalll Sta.n
ton swears he. the prisoner owned to him that Antonio Francisco 

·D'Costa. had told hIm so and Captain Stanton was at that tune gone 
down the coast. (7) His answer to the last 01' 7th article is fOleigll to 
the pm'pose and we have a cloud of witnesses ttl make good the charge 
contained in it.'. . 

In the diary of the lIth Apl'il1720 the en~'y occurs! Rama Kamaa 
was this day found guilty of high crimes and mISdemeanours as by 
the trml will more fully appear.2 Tlae DOal'd ordered that his person 
be confined in prison duting Me and his estate forfeited to the 
Company.s In the diary of tb.e 29th April 1720 the following 
t)CCUl'S: Published a proclamation requiring all persons that have any 
demands on Raml\ Kamati to lay their claims beioi'e the Court oi 
Judicature in ten days from this date. The President havmg a 
demand on Rallla Kamati for Rs. 12,791 qrs. 3 and res. 22 dhectf? 
this minute to be made of the same.' ' 

The indictment against Daloo Dhandali was prepared on the l3ta 
May 1720, on which date the following Consultation is recorded: The 
Secretary by the Plesident's Ol·del" having prepared an indIctment 
against Dalba Bhand~hi, the same was- now read as follows. Dalba 
Dhandlhi,-You stand indicted of several high CJ imes and misdemeanours 
by you done and eommitted contrary to your duty and allegiance to 
the" Right HonoUl'able Company and the known order and proclama· 
tions of theu: Honourahle Govemor by advising and persuading the 
inhaiJitants of this island to take thei~' passes of the enemy Kanhoji 
Angri.a during the present Wal' and concealing a treasonable COlle
spondence whIch was carried on by Rama Kanulti with the said enemy 
Kanbojl Angria in 01' about the month of DeCember 1718, whereby 
you have as much as in you lay endangered the safety and welfare 

'\rl: .this His Majesty's Castle and island Dombay, the estate and 
pl'erogative of the Right Honourable Compan;¥:, and the hfe and liberty 
of the said Honourable Govemor and all the other English inhabitants 
there: What do you say? Are you guilty of'this charge 01' not guiltl t 
Dut It being late we defer the examination thereof till the afternoon. 

r MS. Selectionlt, 86 of 1720. 
• Hom. Gov. Dto.ry, 11th 4pril 17:10, rublic Diary 1 of 1720, 37,,, l<'~rr(lst'~ }jorn. 

,Senes. II, 4, a MIS. tielectlOl1B, 8ti of 1720. 
4 B~rn. Gov. Cons\lltatlOn, :19th A pul 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720. 4Z. 
• 130m, Gov. Consul tatlOl1, 13th Maj 1720, r .. h. J)U\I'y 1 of 1720.66.' 
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Dalba Bhandari being called in, the indictment agW.nst him Wall 
l-ead (13th May 1720) m the Ebghsh and POI1uguese languages. He 
pleaded not gwlty and snid the President was his witness, and l'elated ... 
long story of his services in the time of the 'b'oubles WIth the Portuguese 
and lately in adjustlDg the articles of peace with (Angria' s) agents, which 
he was told was fOl'81gn to the present purpose. Copy of his charge in 
Portuguese hIling delivered him, he was to prepal'8 to answer to the same 
tomoll'OW morning (14th May 1720), But behaving himself disrespeClJ!~ 
fully, he was checked for it and ordered to WIthdraw,! 

Next day the COllsUitation resumes: This meeting being appointed 
to go on with the tpal of Dalba Bhandari, he was called m and told 
by the PreSIdent that his behaviour yesterday was very unbecoming; 
,that he was now a pl1Soner and'called upon to answer to a heavy chal'ge; 
that everything he had to offer in -his own vmdication should be heard 
with all the patIence imaginable, but that it became him to carry 
lumself mOl'e respectfully to the Board.s 

Then the President proposed (14th May 1720) to the Board the 
issuing out a proclamation for quieting the minds af the people and 
granting a full pardon to aU persons who hitherto have been concerned 
wlth Ramaji and Dalbo, Bhand!\l;, in their tl'8asonable practIces agamat 
the Government, provided they return to their duty and obedience and 
behave themselves as faithful suJ>jects for the future (Rlima Kamati 
and Dalbo, Bhandlll;' excepted), 'which was approved. and agreed to. 
Ordered the Secretary to prepare the same agamst the afternoon for our 
approbation,s • 

The diary of the 16th May 1720 has this entry": The proclamation 
at granting grace and £ree pardon to all persons that had been con
cerned WIth Rama Kamati and Dalba Bhandari in carrying on a beason
able correspondence WIth the enemy Kanhoji Angna was this day (16th 
May ]720) published according to the Older of C~unciJ. of 14th 
instant.' 

On the 20th June 1720 the entry occurs: It beiI!'g necessary that 
some person should be appointed to dispose Qf the effects and settle the 
account of Rtima Kam4tI-Resolved- (20th June 1720) that the Seom
tary do take the charge upon him and make a repOl-t thereof.to. the 
Board; ordered that he get evel'ything rllady for the sale of Ramj~'s 
e-ffects on Monday next (27th June 1720), and that he give pubhc p.ohce 
thelCof accol'dmgly and hkewise settle his account with aU conveni-
ence.!; • 
, On the 4th July (1720) the following is recorded : Thel~ being a. lal'ge 
warehouse 86 feet long in the bazlir belonging to Rama Kamati, WIth 
;an upper room over It which last will be very Pl'OPOO.' to hold the Contt 
.j)f Judicature and which the President has caused to be valued. by Major 
,Vane and the master carpenters a.nd bl-it:klayel's, who l'epOl1i it worth 
. RI. 6000. And as that is much less than we can build It proper place 

t Born. Gov. Consultation, 13th May 1720. Pub. DJI~ry 1 of 1720, 69.' 
t 80m. Gov. CODlluitatloD, 14th May 1720, Pub. Diary 10f 1720, 69. • 
, Born. Gov. Consultation 14th May 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1120,72. 

- '. Bom. (lov 1)lary 16th ~lay 1720, Pub. ])lary 1 of 1720, '14:, Forrest's Home Series, 
II. 12. '110m. GOY. COD,qltatloD, 20th JUDe 1720, ~ub. Diary 1 pf 1720, Ull.. ' 
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fOl' the court to sit in, besides the benefit of the warehouse-Resolved 
that w(Jpurchase it at that PI-ice on t,be Right Honourable Company>s 
account, and that the upper I'oom be fitted up for that- use and that the 
two pel' cent fines leVIed on persons cast in the court shall be applied In 

part of payment thereof, and the warehouse may be approprIated as a. 
gl'ana:l'y fOl' batty 01' other goods, which we sometimes stand lU need oU 
!l<v. On the same day this report was considered: Lettel' flOm Mebsrs, 
.tl, Midford and J. Horne to the Honourable C. Eoone Prehident and 
Governor and Council, dated Eombay 29th June l720-Pursuant to an 
order of Council of the 13th mstant we have cal'efully examined the 
valuation of Rama Kamati's cocoanut orchards and batty grounds 
made by the vereadores and mhataras of Bombay and Marum. On the 
strictest inquiry we find they have valued them aftel' the usual custom 
of this island, which is not to reckon anything for the wells walls 01' 

other fruit trees, and that they are really worth Rs. 37,989-0-53 as 
will appear from the account of paIiiculars hereWIth delivered. We verily 
believe the Right Hononrable Company WIll be no suffereis by talnug 
them at that prlCe.s 

The above repOl·t of Me~srs. Mld.i'ord and Horne of their examination 
of the valuation of Rama Kamati's cocoanut orchards and batty 
grounds, amounting to Rs. 37,989-0-53, was now (4th July 1720) read 
After some debate, agl'eed that we tak~ them on Company's account, and 
the acconntant is hereby ordered to bring them on the books accord
ingly.s 

A Consultation of the 13th August contains the following: There 
being two waI'ehoutles neal' the Custom House belonging to Rama 
Kamati for the hire whereof the Right Honourable Company pay 
Rs. 24 pel' month as gmnaIies, and the same having been valued at 
Rs. 275U-Resolved that we purchase them at that pnce on our Honoul'
able Masters' ~count in consideration of the contmual occasion we ImVQ 

for them and that the interest wlll not amount to the hire." 
The same Const!ltation continues: Ambaidas Takidas and SantaJ.-i Govar

dhitn presented a petition in behalf of Dalba Ehandari, l'equesting he may 
be allowed a furthel' time of foul' months for the payment of hIS fine of 
Rs.Jl()lJO and his former debt of Rs. 1493-2-37, settIng forth that he 
is not capable o£ paying it soon, and offering themselves for the secunty 
therl¥>f. After some depate on the affair it was Iesolved that as the 
tine we have laid on him is considerable and that If we make a sale of 
his.es'-te (agreeable to a former order of Council) the money cannot 
be soon collected, that their request be granted with this proviso that if 
it be not paid by that time, they shall pay the interest thereof from thill 
~y .(13th August 1720).- . 

In the same year (1720) Mulla Muhammad Ali, the great Surat mel'· 
chant whose shIps had been carried off by Angria's vessels, addressed 
the Bombay Governor with the object of aI'ranging a league aQ'!linsii 
Angl'ia. He takes,notice of Anglia's being possessed of sever;J' forts 

1 Bom. Gov.,Consultation, 4th July 1720, Pub Dia.ryl of 1720,97. Forrest's Home 
Sensa, n.20. i Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 102. ~ PUb. Diary 1 of 1720, 97. 

40 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 13th August 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720,125. 
D Bom, Gov. Consultatlon, 13th .A.ugu~; 1720, rub'

1 
Diary 1 of 1720, 125. 
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anu count11es whereby he is become the terlor of the seas ~d that there
fore It IS necessary now to destroy him or else he will become s41power .. 
fullt WIll be tmpl'actIcable. He advises he has theking's orcleI's to lepre- • 
sent to hIS Honour the affairs of Ahmadaba<f Surat and other parts as well 
as his o\m, aniL desires rus Honour to'ildvise h*n. whether he shall make 
known to' his majesty the insults and robbel1es of Angria and procure a. 
Hasbulhukam to Sidi YakutkMn and the Nabob of Sm'at to make wal' 
agamst the said enemy, Yakutkhan to attack hun by sea and Sou (ShaM) 
Raja Subha of Kalyan to invade rum by land. He continues: If hIS 
Honom is so pleased he WIll alEO procure Ol'ders to his Honour and to 
the Portuguese to umte fOl' thIs effect until Angria is destroyed and he 
beheves rus Honour will not be wanting in what is agreed to. Yet he 
IS not the only person who ~esiI'es this, thl'e bemg many others and that 
they may be the bet1:er pm:suaded he esh'es hIs Honour to write 
to our people in Surat to assme them f the same. He says farther 
he very much desires and believes that his majesty will send the said 
orders and that his Honour will gam a great name and fame in' the 
execution of this and desires an answer.l 

One Shaikh Islam Khan addressed anothef letter to a similar effect: 
I have lately heald that Angria has taken some ships of your Honour's, 
of MuhanImad Ali's, and of some other merchants and that he commits 
his pilacles on the seas WIthout }'estIaint and thereby dIsturbs and hinders 
trade. It is thel"efore now necessary to chastise him concellling which 
I have spoken to MI'. Hope (ChIef a.t Surat), who will write your 
Honour what I told him. On receipt of the answer I will repl"esent in 
a good manner to the king the method that the. said pirate may be 
totally ruined and I hope in God it will be done in a few days. Con
cenung the best manner for doing it your Honour may conSider of and 
write me 2 

At a Consultation on the 6th September 1720 the President 
acqualllt~d the Board this meeting- was ~ummoned to let them know 
he had. set on foot an eX[editlon against Anglia; that he had 
appointe~ Mr. Walter Brown to go Commander-in-cruef of the same; 
and that for the greater secrecy III carrying on this affuh' he has 
'thought fit (agreeable to our Honourable Masters' dil'ections) to pitch 
ppon Me~sl's: John Braddyll and Walter Brown With himself ~to·be a 
~ecret committee for managlllg thereof. Resolved that the President 
and Mefsrs. John Bladdyll and Walter Brown or any two of thetb. ihe 
PreSident being one, be a seClet committee for managinO' the f>l':sent
expedItIon agalllst Kanhoji Angl1a, and all the land and a;a officers and 
others conce11led are to observe and follow their orders and duections 
as fully and effectually as jf signed by us all.3 . . 

I Tlat)slation of Mut1a Muhammad All's letter abstracted, Publio DULry 1 of 1720 
92 !<'orrellt's Home Senes, II 18. Of the great fortune and pOll or of thIS Ml1IJ~ 
Muhammad All detaIls are given in the Hat Acct. of ~ur.t, Bombay Gazetteer II 
110.111. The founder of the family In Burat was Abdul Ghafur not JMar &8 ther~ 
stated (p. 110 note 2) Tho 8uggestlOn he Wa.B a Rohors IS also Incorrect. The famIly 
claIm descent from the Arab house of ZabJd, They are ati1lknoWD III Pa1lcllct.iwttUts 
or EIghty fivers a remInIscence of theIr great fort-building anel treaty.making 
allcestor'. fortune of 85 Idle"" of rupees. 

• To aU81atlOu of Shaikh Is14m KhAn's letter, Pllb. DiIU'Y 1 of 1720, 92. Fouest'. 
Hurne t;(nes, II. 18. • 

3 Born. (lov. CODstjitltlon, 6th September 1720, Pub. Diary 1 0£)720, 18G. 
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• 
On the lOth September the Preside:ttt and -secret committee si¥Ded' 

Ml'. Blown's instructions as Comm&nder-in-chief of the expedltion 
• against Angria,l • • On the 15th October the Defiance, Eliw,beth, and a galivat flOm 

our fleet before Ghel'ia 'lirought the President two let1:ers flOm Mr. 
Brown, dated the 2nd and 10th instant, and abstract of one dated 7th 
~ot come to hand) advising that he had landed a detachment of men 
who had killed a good number of the enemy with very little loss on our 
side; that the prahm was earned within pistol shot of the fort and that 
the enemy kept continually iiI-ing on her which she-returned as briskly. 
Also that he had sent some ve6sels up the river with orders to bUl'D all 
the enemy's shipping they could not bring away, which they executed 
very well having burnt to the ground two large ships and seven amallel' 
vessels WIthout any loss. He likewise advises that the prahm had entIrely 
ruined two of Angria's best grabs which were hauled up close to the fort 
but that one of her guns bursting not only killed foul' people on board but 
gave fire to a gun loaded Wlth partridge on the other side against which 
lay one of our boats with ~lmost a whole plattoon of the black soldiery 
of whom above half 'Were lOlled and the rest much wounded, which vel'Y 
much cowed the volunteer sailors~ He adds MI'. Taylor advised him Kemp 
(Khem) Savant. was (hawing out an army of 5000 foot and 200 horse that 
way and that he had sent a subhedar toJrim to concel't measures. Taking 
the whole into serious consideration, resolved that we send Mr. Brown 
a reinforcement of soldiery with a supply of ammunition and provibions 
whICh the President is desired to advise him of accordingly; and also that 
if he finds Khem Savant sincere in his promises of sending so large s. 
force against the enemy that he continue with ours there, otherwise 
that he retllrn part of OUr fleet and leave the rest to cl'uize off the 
enemy's port.2 

In. 1720 theJlUspicions ani! ill-feeling between the English and the 
Roman Catholic pnests in Bombay came to a head. A much damaged 
despatch (para IG7) from the Directors which reached Bombay by the 
ship Addtson eariy in 1720, £hows that the Bombay Council had com
plamed of the practice of the Vortuguese priests of stil'ring the Roman 
Cathol~cs of ;Bombay to oppose the orders of Government. And that 
in l.eply the Directors had brought to notice the success which had 
attended Governor Pltt's arrangement in Madras under which' 
some ·class of Catholic clergy whom he could trust were made supreme 
on th~ understanding that they would support the Government and 
keep the Govemo! informed of any designs of rival clerg-y hostile to 
Government interests At a Consultation dated 13th May 1720 the 
Governor laid this despatch before the Bombay Council suggesting 
tliat"in accol'dance Wlth its advioe authority over the Roman Catholics 
of the island should vest in the Bishop sent from Rome. 

The Consultation continues: The Italian Bishop being furnished with 
propel' powers to take upon him the care of the Roman CatholIcs on 
this island, the PreSIdent now proposes to the Board removing the 
Portuguese :Phdres agreeable to paragraph 107 of the Right Honourable 

I Bom Gov, Diary, 10th September 1720, Pub. DIary 1 of 1720, Ja1. .' 
'Bor,n. GoV". Consulta.tlon, 15th OctGfer 1720, Pub. Dla.pyl of 1720, 145. 
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Company's g~ner~l letter by thll Addiso1/,. He lays down several ill 
consequences that have ri.sen fr&m the POl'tugue$O Padres "bei.ng 
pernutted to reside In Bombay, as reaping .the benefit of the labours 
of our people and carrying It mto foreign countries, stirrmg up the 
Roman Cathohca to seill.tion, especiallJ"when we have any dispute with 
the Portuguese, by inculc;a.ti.ng notions into them that they ought not 
ttl fight a"O'Mnst thelr rehgIOn, and addtng that the prelates of the Portu
guese countrles seemed so little to regard the priests sent to Bombay 
(nat the \ ery scum of the pries;thood had been their pastors for some ttm~. 
He proposes supplying the plaQes of the P01·tuguese Wlth the sald 
I talian BIshop and some priests of the. Carmelite OI·der now on the island 
on thell' swearmg allegmnce to HIS Majesty King George, and under
talung that they WIll not directly or mdtrectly teach preach ot 
practise anythmg contrary to the mterest or dtgruty of the crown ot 
of the prerogative of the Right Honourable Company' ; aud that they 
will in all respects pay a due obedience to the Governor and COIIDCll for 
the hme bemg ihis lS unarumously approved !lind a"crreed to. Ordered 
tltat the Secretary provide orders and a proclaJP-3.tion accordingly. 1 

Two days later, 15th May, a proclamation ~as published reqUlring 
all the mhabltants of the Roman Cathohc rehglOn to pay the same 
cbedteuce to the BIshop Don Frey MauritIo D'Sancta Teresa and the 
pnests appomted by him as thllY formerly paid to the Portuguese 
bIshop and pl'lests, and orders were issue4 to the Portp.guese pnestll 
to leave the Island in twenty-tour hours.! 

Next day, 16th May, the Italian Bishop DOll Frey Mauritio D'Sancta 
Talesa and the Carmelite priests took and subscribed the fQllowing 
oath ba£ore, the President: I, Don Frey Mal,!ritio of Sancta Teresa, 
hlShop of Auastatropohs, V war General in' the empire of the great 
Moghal of the ISland of Bombay and the jurisdiction thereof, do swea.r 
upon the holy Eva.ngelists (m 'which I have placed my rJ,ght hand) to 
o~y HIS Most Sel'Bne Majesty of Great Bl'ltain, and that I Wlll 
never dtrectly or indITectly teach preach or practise an)"thing contrary 
to the honour and dtgnity of the crown of his sald Most Serene 
Majesty or to the interests of the Rlght Honourable English Company 
and you. I will pay all obedience to the orders of'the Honoul]1ble 
Govcmor for the time' being and will exercise the Roman Catholic 
religion according to its primitIve institution without any alteratlOn. 
In witneRs whereof I have hitherto set ~y hand this day 16th Ma.y 
1720~ Padre Frey Pedro of the most Holy Tl'lnity and Frey EXizel 
D' St. Joseph took and subscrIbed the same oath.s 

In co1lSequence of these orders on the 9th May 1.720 Luis Gonsalves 
de Camal'a Coutinho, Portuguese General of the North, ,wdressed the. 
folloWlng letter to the President and Governor:' The surprising resolutiOn 
that your Honour has taken to banish to thlS side all the parish 
priests of your islan~ is what, I much admire and wonder at, bY' 

I Bom. GQV. Can. 13th Mail' 1720, Pub. DIII!'y 1 of 1720, 66, Forrest'. Home Seriea, 
11.11-12. • , • 

• Hom. Gov.l>tary, lith May 1720, Pub. Dial'7 1 of 1720, ",. Fortest', Home Setie', 
11.12. 

• Bom. Gov. Diary, 16th May 1720, Pub. Diary lof 1720, 74. Forrest', Home Seriea, 
II. 12. . 
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reason of the weighty charge the Bishop Don Frey Mauritio has 
taken ·on him in offering WIth his a.SsIstants to administer the Sacra
ments, they not having the necessary powers. I consider on this 
particular that your Hono~r has been misinformed -or moved thereto 
by some high resentment. This I judge not only from the expul
sion of these rehgious, but from the scandalous manner in which 
it was done, which I also judge from the assurance given me that 

your Honour has passed orders that no priest of the Portuguese nation 
shall come to your Island. As I am at present obliged to send two 
learned prudent priests to treat on this important affair, I hope, on 
your Honour's consideration of the weighty cU'cumstances theleof, you 
will permit them to come in your presence and there to dispute and 
discuss the point of royal patronage and the ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
with the bishop.l • 

One reason for the suddenness and strictness of the orders f@rcing 
all Portuguese priests to leave Bombay was the treasonable dealings 
between the POl'tuguese and the Marathas, of which the traitor Rama 
Kamati had been the medium. A week before his letter regarding 
the expulsion of the PSrtuguese priests the Captain of the North llad 
(the 12th May) addressed the following to the Governor of Bombay 
on the subject of Raml1 Kamati's trial: I am very sorry the news of 
Antonio Felloe's imprisonment has teached your Honour, it beillg the 
consequence of his infamous practice for which he justly merits the 
confinement he is under, as well as the further punishment which will 
be mflicted on him. This rigorous proceeding does not arise from 
his going to you,r island with my leave, though he hlld It not so 
full as to accuse any person falsely, yet I was ignorant for what he 
was sent, neither did I believe he would be full of such villany. His 
handwriting and the signing of his name shoW' your Honour the falsity 
of his accusation against Rama Kaman, it being hiIn alone that seeks 
Kamati's l'ltin. I have also the goldsmith that falsified the seal, brlbed 
or induced ..•... by some other means to do it by those who wished 
to sa~iate their· revenge. I am also not ignorant on what account the 
boat belonging t{) your island went by Thana to Kalva under the 
pretence of buying horses, but trust that your Honour ilid it only 
tb o'otain the pure truth. I was not so careful to (warn) you of theBe 
praCtices, for I ought not on any account to consent that.a. person 
nnder my jurisdIction should enter into or be concerned WIth sucb 
like. calumnies. What I have signified to your Honour I can pl'ove 
from authentic papers. But for the little interest I have in the 
freedom of the said Kaman, I only procure punishment for those who 
bave wrongfully meddled herein. I am concerned I cannot comply with 
y.our Honour's pleasure in the release of this subject, I having given 
(charge) of him to Goa. In all other things I a.m ready to serve 
your Honour bemg wlth great respect.! 

To these two letters the Governor Mr. Boone replied on the 2Srd 
May: I little expected to have received from your Honour an 
expostulation on the justice of my proceedings against the parish 
priests late of this island, much' less to have. my conduct thereon 

I Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 77 ·78. _ FOl'l'eBt', Home Series, II. 14. 
g Pub D'ary 1 of 1120, 77. 
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questloned, as you have pleased ~ do in YOUl' letter of the 31st May 
1720 N. S. Yet Leing resolved. as much as lU me hes to prevent a 
IDlsunderstandmg and to cultivate the frIendly correspondence I have 
always desired to hold WIth your Honour, -r shall, as a flesh instance 
thereof, acqu~t you that thIS proceeding was not only the just effect 
of theu own IDlsbehaVlour and the earnest longIngs of the people 1n 
general but also a. strict cOIDlllllolld from my superiors, agreeable to 
the olders of my soyerei~n Lord King of Great BI'Itam who l.S 
supreme III all causes an<1 over all persons reSIdent on thls Island. 
'fo thIS I presume your Honour is no stranger though you have 
thouaht fit to make mentIOn of another royal personage which I have 
no p~\Ver to admlt or suffer to have any control or jurlsructiOll here, 
and my re801utlon6 hereon are strictly conformable to the arhcles 
tlupulated by the two sovereign croWllS on the dehvery of Bombay as 
your HonouI' may perceIve by the enclosed copy of the artIcle of the 
treaty of man-iage. 'Whoever insmuated to your Honour that those 
pnests were sent IgnommIOusly or scandalously off the island have 
representeJ. that actIon m a very mjunous manner, The guard that 
attended them on that occasion was to prev.nt a dISturbance, wmch 
one of them endeavoured to raise m the IDlnds of the people whom he 
Indiscreetly strove to sID up to sedItlon As tms Clrcumstance has 
been unfaIrly leplesented to your Honour, SQ I find a Dllsconstruction l.S 
passed on other parts of the resofutions I have taken. I wul, however, 
assure your Honour I never meant to mnder any of the/caple of your 
nahon or subject to you havmg flee access to this ISlan and reslrung 
(I.S long as they tlunk fit more espeClally such as shall be (conformable 
to the) hmltahon that I cannot perIDlt them to (neglect, namely not 
to gaInsay) BU;hop Don Fley MaurItio in the rIghts and pl'lvUeges I 
have lately invested hIm with here, That is a pOInt all det~;)l'mmed and 
justly due to hl.S leammg and mtegrity. Of the powers he has for 
thIS purpose receIved from Rome, he will by my perIDlSSIQJl send a copy 
to the ArchblShop of Goa. 

I had fully purposed to have Wl'ltten an answer to your Honour's 
I etter dated 22nd May, N. S., In relation to Captam Antonio Felloe and 
shall here gIve you the trouble I desIgned your Honour on that subject. 
It is your pleasure to pronounce Rama Kaman an mnocent man and 
iu some measure to reflect on my proceedings towards hlm wmch as 1t 
1S not agreeable to the gallant character your Honour bears m the w4>rld, 
might well excuse my Sllenee in that partIcular bO;th as it relates to 
affall'S of It foreIgn state, and seeing that yon condemn an act~lU t{) 
WhICh your Honour IS a stranger. However, such is my d~sIre to oblige 
you and defend my own reputatIOn that I affirm to yom Honour you 
are IDlsmfol'Uled and Kamati must mdeed have had both artful and potent 
mends to mduce your Honour to a contrary behef. The Cll'cumstances 
of the seal and Captain Felloe's informatIOn are but a small part of his 
charge. I had good reason to be offended WIth his conduct and to caUSe 
an enqull'y thereof to be laid before me and upon manuest proofs passed 
a sentence, which I am convinced the offender himself tmnks Dllld and 
much less than his dement. What your Honour bas wrMen me on 
these subjects inclines me to say thus much, and I hope you w1l1 be of 
opinion WIth me that to say mOl'e on either side cannot be necesBary o~ 
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agreeable. I kve chose to put this in English to preve'nt mistakes which 
might· otherwise happen for want ,of & thorough knowledge in the 
Portuguese language. Howevet I transmit herewith Its tl'l1tIlsIate.l 

II 

The reply of the Bassein General to this letter of Governor Boone's 
was the issue of an order forbidding the passage of supplies from Portu
guese tel'l'itory tp Bombay and enjolUlng. the al'lest of any Brihsh 
subjects entering Bassem linuts. In consequence of these orders on 
the 6th June 1720 Governor Boone wrote to the Geneml of the N ()l1;h: 
I am advised of the orders your Honour has been pleased to publish for 
proluhitmg the bringi,ng to this island any manner of PlOVlSlOns 01' any 
person to come over. Though contrary to the amIty between both nations 
I shall not at present'trouble myself to enquire mto the cause that. 
moved yOUl' Honour to this proceedmg. The 'usage several woll{ffien 
(who were returDlng from tlus island to theIr own habltatlon) met 
with frOlTh your guard at Bandra by beating- them and forcmg them 
mto the passage boat again with the loss of their goods and at the l'i::,k 
of their lIves are actlOns both unjustIfiable and dlshonomahle, and the 
denying our people and patamars a passape to and fro m your Honour's 
territories is inconsistent wIth the frlendslup aforesaId. I th81'e10re 
hope your Honour will issue (oldel's) f()l' a free. passage to our people 
lI>l1d hberty to transport to (Bombay) two cows whICh wel'a bought at 
Ifaleghat and are detamed at Thana, otherwise I shall be obhged tt) 
~p.ter on (reprIsals), ~ 
. Next day (7th June) the PI'esident acquaints the Board that he was 

informed the Portuguese had stopped several of our patarnars and that 
If it was true and they continue such unreasonable practices he mtendtl 
to fOl'bld their fish~ng in Mahim rIver, whlch is approved.s 

In reply to the Governor's letter 0:1;' the 6th, the Bassem General 
wrote on the 9th June: I 'do not doubt but your Honour has notice of 
my orders fot;, prohibitin~ the transportat~on of all sorts of reflcshmcnts 
and people go~ng to your i'Sland, ana it IS certain the conunuance of 
niendship between both nations must be by a recIprocal correspOndClJC8, 
I acknowledge it is not necessary for your Honour to enquire at present 
_the ·cause of thIs proceeding, because you are not ignorant of it, alld 
W1th~ut affairs ret= to theJ,1' usual channel I wi,ll not alter any of the 
least of my dispositions. I am sorry '£01' the extravagance committed at 
Randra The Serjeant who did it has been well chastised and broken. 
To ·avoid the like for the future, I have despatched. my orders that 
no person whatsoever belonging to your s1(1e shall be permItted to land j 
and this w~H be the bettel' complIed WIth, if your Honour stops the 
passage boat on your side, wh~ch WIll not then be of any use at all. 
As your HOllOW' governs absolutely ~n your IsJand, I do the same by 
"the powers my supeliors have vested me with in the c~untrie8 under 
\I1Y jUlisdicl;ion; therefore your Honow' ought not to wonder at yOUl' 
patarnars and the people of your island bmng hindered IL pa.ssag~ 
through th"m, The. saqJ.e you ought to understand of the cows wluch 
you say wero bought at Baleghat. There being done on your Side 

1 Pub. DIary 1 of 1720, 78·79. FQrfest's Hom.e Sel'lea, II, 14·15. 
I Pub. Diary 1 ofl720, 87·88. , 
3,l;.lOIl\. Gov. Oonsultatlon, 7th June 1720, Pub, Diary 1 III 1720" 84" 
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achons umeasonable in the hIghest degree, I find these bu't a reciprocal 
)'eturn And as I suppose YOUl',V,onour l'eI?embel's the last pal'ag'raph 
of your letter of the' 2-Hh May 1,20, whel'em you InSlnuate that for U~ 
to "rIte mOle cannot be necessary 01 agl'Mable, I do not doubt that 
yom Hononr w.Ill agree WIth me that. amce what I proposed on that 
partIcular was !ejected, WI'ltmg any further on the matter we are now 
treatmg of "Ill be unreasonable 1 

At a ConsultatIon on the 13tJl June, after readmg this letter, the Plesi'
dent al.o acqullmted the Board that Mr. Courtney WI'ote htm yesterday 
that the Portuguese Kohs at the fishmg stakes III M6.him river told the 
persons he <('ot fOl the We1gate (that IS local Maratm helget guard-pay 
awol d still m use for pres('nts to sepoys) that the English would receive 
payment no more, for thele would be a guard to keep them off Upon 
"hlCh he had gIven Mr. Courtney ordels to seud for It as usual; and 
that if anyone offered to msult our people, he should keep a gahvat 
lcauy to T,rotect them, wmch IS unammously approved. The PresIdent 
then added, I~ hIS opInion the pl'Oceedmgs of the Portuguese wOllld 
gIve occasIon for a rnptulc.2 

On the 23rd June the PresIdent )aId befcfie the Board a letter he 
receIVcd tllli mOlDmg flOm Mr. Conrtney adVIsing hIm that some Moor
men belougmg to tlus Island 11 ho swam over from S,Hsette last mght 
told hllll that about H days ago (9th June 1720), at Danian they met 
one of our 1,ati1i1~ar8 gomg to S'urat who acquainted them that as they 
~eIf' gomg to Madras WIth letters from hence they were stopped at 
Bandra, h<lu thell' lettms taken from them, and both the letters and 
themselves sent to Bassem, where they were Imp11soned some tIme and 
what money they had takell.from them At length they were whipped 
and set at lIherty WIthout having the letters returned.s 

On the 30th June read a short letter from our Chief and factols at 
Surat, adn&mg sevelal of om pfltamars were leturned, being aflald 
to come mto the l'ortuguese country on mformation that' they should ba 
confined Among the rest were the patamarB we desp~tched for Madras 
the 1st ultllllo (May 1720), "ho mformed them they were put under a 
guald at Banru'a and !ent to Bao&em, where after e~mi.nahon their 
lettelS were taken from them and they confined fouCOays, after wluch 
they were released WIthout havmg their letters restored. WI'otl! t<J OUl' 

Clue! and factols at Surat enclo&mg copy"of our last.4 

The 5th July the Portuguese still continuing their prombiho~ and 
havmg JJ('en so unmannerly as to stop our patamars and take their 
letters from them, the PresIdent proposes Issumg out Ii proclamation 
requll'lng a.ll persons who lIve in other parts and have estates on trus 
island to repaIr hither W\th their arms In the term of twenty-one days 
on pam of havmg their estates confiscated to the RIght Hono1.l'l'aUle 
Company. Also that all persons who have any money goods Ol' effects 

1 Pub Diary I of 1720, 88. Forrest's Home Series, II. 16.17. 
• Born. Go,'. ('onsultaboD, 13th JUDe 1720, Pu.b. Diary 1 of 1720, 86. Forre.,t'a 

Home berte., II. 16. 
3 Bom. Gov. C0081)lt .. tI00, 23rd June 1720, Pub. Diary I of 1720. 92 - 93. Forre.st's 
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belonging to any of the inhabitants in the Portuguese tel'11tories do give 
in an ®count thereof to the Secrehl1j within the said, term.' 'fhis is 
approved and agreed to. Ordered that the Secretary prepare a. 
proclamation accordingly. 4 

This day (6th July l720) Wl;tS published the proclama,tion requiring 
all persons who have estates on the islM.d and live in other parts to 
,repair luther in twenty-ope daY8.2 

The 21st July 1720 the President received a letter from Mr. Courtney 
a.t MalUm advismg the Portuguese had erected a grbbet at Bandra. 
Mer hearing (one or two) great guns he could see two men hoisted up 
to the top of the gIbbet and let down again three times, af_ter wluch they 
fu-ed another gun. When the men who had been served so were come Over 
in a canoe they proved to be D'Chaves and another maJl, both lnhabitants 
of this island, who were sent hence to give FElrnando d'Sllvera notIce of 
the proclamation requiring all persons who are, inhabitants in other 
parts and have estates on this island to repair luther on penalty ot 
forfeitmg the same. They were very sore and mightlly terrified 8 

The 30th July the time limited by proclamation for the inhabitants 
of othel' parts, who have estates on this island to repair hither bein.g 
expired and none of them appearing, the Council ordered that the 
vereadol'es enter upon and recelve the produc-e of such estates on the 
Right Honourable Company's account and pay the same into their 
treasury. And whereas several persons have presented petitions to thc 
Presldent setting forth that they have demands on such estates, ordered 
that sald petltIons b~ delivered to the Chief Justice of the Court ot 
Judinatul'e to be tMte examined, and tba.t he make a. repOli in writing 
to the Board for our adjusting the same.' 

The 30th July 1720, it appearing to the Board that the practice of 
Portuguese and other foreigners making land purchases on this island has 
been prejudlCill.1 to the Government, it was unanimously resolved that 
no person who is not an inhabItant on this island shall for the futur6 
pUl'chase any es'tates, and ordel'ed that the Secretary prepal'\l a procla
mation accordingly.6 

The 1st August a proclamation to the above effect was published by 
beat of drum.' 

In May 1724 the diary records: A letter is received from KanhoJi 
Angiia to the Bombay Government, wislung for a treaty to he made 
betwe.n him and the Government. This being debated, it is the unani. 
mous opimoD> of the Board that the Englishmen p11soners be first 
delivered up to us hefo1'e we enter on a. trea.ty and that the PreSident 
l'et1l!'ll him an answer in a style suitable to his l·a.nkas follows 7: 

• When I acquaint your HonoUl' that I do well rememhel' your com
mencing to annoy this island in the time Mr. Bumiston Governor her6 

I Born. Gov. OonsullatlOn, 5th July 1720, Pnb. Diary 1 of 1720, 105. 
g Born. Gov. Diary, 6th July 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720,108. -
3 Born. Clov. ConsultatiOn, 21st July 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, liS. 
• Born <:tov. Consultation, 30th July 1720, Pnb. Diary 1 of 1720; 123 -124, 
& BOl/!. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 30th July 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720,124. 
6 Born. Gov. Diary, 1st August 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 124. 
1 BoJn, Gov. ConsultatiOll, 23rd May 1724, Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 6~, 
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under His Excellency Sir John Gayer, General', then at SUl'at, you 
WIll beheve I am no stranger to, your proceedings ever smce~ You 
must 'therefore excuse me u I accept not o£ entering into any treaty 
WIth you untIl you goive me a proof of yom' smcerity by immedIately 
settmg at hOOr\}' the peorle of our nl\tlOn you have with, you prIsoners 
taken by you WIthout gIVIng you any offence. When the pl'lSOneIS 
are released I shall be ready to receIve from 'you any proposal towards 
an accommodatIon you shall thInk proper to make as well as I shall 
demonstrate to your Honour you have to deal wIth one who knows 
how to return your cIvility.l 

The 7th Augustfollowmgthe President (Honourable Mr. PhIpps) reads 
to the Board KanhojI AngrIa's letter to him of the 23rd July2 wherem 
he shows an inchnation to treat fOl: exchange of prIsoners, proposmg 
for that 1'1lrpose a person of character to intervene and act as guarantee, 
Thele bemg none among our .neIghbours who we think will engage in 
the same that are fit to be tI'1lSted, It is agreed that the PreSIdent wl'lte 
an answer to that part of hIs letter only concerning the I'elease of our 
prisoners, that for so many as he shall release of ours, on their al'l'lVal 
here we WIll release a lIke number of ius.s • 

The 13th November the President represents to the Board that Sidi 
Saut of Aujanvel or Dl1bhol has at sundry tImes sent off to our 
vessels provu,lons and refreshmeI\,t while cruizmg off that port and been 
otheIWl<;e velY COUlteous m his advices in relatIon to Angria; in order 
to keep him In the hke good dISpOSItion it is I'esolved to make him a 
present of three yards OD scarlet cloth, a pair of pistols, and a gut 
sword Duected that the FOl't St George galley WIth the Shark and 
Antelope CIUlZe between Dl1bhol and Malabar Hill.4 

Four years later (15th November 1728) the PreSIdent acquaints the 
Board that he has receIved notice of Shahu Raja's mtention to come 
and VISIt ru.<; gaITlSons along the sea coast under th~ co~nd of 
Angna and that he is at plesent within three days of Kolaba WIth a 
conSIderable army. Whelefore the Board deCIde it will not be adVIS
able to depnve ourselves of any of our cruizers so early as we intended by 
sending them along WIth the Prince Fl'edericTc to Mokha, and resolve 
that the bomb ketch be anew ligged to be sent WIth a proper det~hment 
on board her for that service." •. 

The dIary of the 12th March 1731 has this entry: The PaYJI»l>ster 
bnngs In a lIst of the sundry widows of the men who were kIlled m the 
Bengal galley in the late unfortunate engagement WIth AfIgria's 
grabs. Weare convinced they are objects of charity and" therefore and 
for the encouragement of others in the service we thmk it but I'eason
able to allow Rs. 2 per month to such as have no children and Rs. 3 to 
such as have, willie they continue widows.6 • . 

1 Bombay Governor and President's letter to KanhoJi Augria, May 1724, Pub. Diary 
2 of 1724, 71. Forrest's Home Benes, II, 88, 

o Correspondence between Angna and Bombay Government, Pub. DIary 2 of 1724. 
8 Bom. Gov. ConsultatIon, 7th August 1724, Pub. Diary 2 of 1724,98. 
• Bom, Gov. ConsultatIon, 13th N o"ember 1724, Pub. Diary 2 of 1124, 144-
f Bom, Gov. Consultation, 15th November 1728, Pub. Diary 3 of 1727.28, 215. 
• Bom, Gov. ConsultatIon, 12th Maroh 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 32, 33. 

Chapter I. . -
History· 

Negotmtlona 
WIth KlInhoJi 

Augrl" 
1724. 

Presents to 
the Sldl, 

1724. 

SUhn Raja 
Dear KoiAba, 

1728. 

Engagement 
With Angna's 

Grabs, 
1731. 



Chapter I . 
• 

History. 

Help to 
Portuguese, 
1731·1733. 

, {lIiatorical 

160 BOMBAY'1'oWN 

Two months later, May 1731, an engagement took place 'with Angria. 
near Sttrat. A Bombay letter to SU1fiJ,t (9th May) has the followmg: 
We read wIth particular 8~tlsfaction your success in intercepting two 
of Angria's gahvats that were loadmg in you:r-river and bound to 
Colabby (Kolaba) and we are glad to find that the Side. vakil acted so 
friendly in this affaIr. l 

In 1731 the threatening increase o£ Maratha. and Angria power 111 
the dechne of Moghal authorIty led the Portuguese and the Enghsh to 
set their grounds of dissension on one side and to some extent to make 

.common cause agamst the advance of'their common enemy. Tho 11th 
Apnl1731 the President (llonourable R. Cowan) acquamts the gentle
men of the Board that he calls this Consultation tlo lay before them III 

l'equest that yestei'day he received from the General of the North that the 
300 sepoys lately enlIsted for the serVlce of this island might be lent him 
durlllg the 1'alllY season to garrison Thana and Persik for the better defend
ing that pass into Salsette. He at the same tlme acquamted them that 
the VIceroy of Goa had made rum the hke request in a letter that he h1\(I 
lately received from HIS Excellency. The said 300 sepoys to be punc
tually paid by the Portng\tese the time they shallremam in thell' terll
tories. ThIs bemg taken into consideratIon and duly pondermg of 
what impOl'tance It is for the safety and tranqmlhty ot this Island to 
prevent the Marathas from gettmg :fj>oting on the island of Salsetta 
~ruch .seemed last rains to be their ma,iu iutent,' and sundry efforts 
were made by them in oI,der thereto; eonsidering likeWIse that it is 
much easier prevenung theIr getting possessIOn than it WIll be expelling 
o~ them If once posf\llssed; and that we have 11,0 great occasion for the 
800 sepoys at present, as the two brothers, sons of Angria, have dIvided 
then fOl'ces, the younger being gone to Ghel'ia with foul' grabs and nine 
gahvats and no more than the usual gal'l1.son remaimng at Kol:iha; 
that our garrison wlll be reinforced durmg the !"ains by the crews and 
detachments ott board the three galleys and two grabs that arc to be 
hauled up It is agreed that the Presldent comply with the General of 
the North's' request !l>nd immediately order the 300 sepoys and theIr 
propel' officers to be sent to TMna fOI' the defence ot that place.2 

Two years later (1733) a' correspondence with Madras shows how 
welt ute Bombay CouncIl were aware that the pl'OSpel'lty of Bombay 
depended on the continuance of Portuguese rule. The 5th October 
] 73i1the President acqU1ilnts the Board that yesterday he received a letter 
from l.lJ.e VicelOY of Goa complaining that he had certaIn advice from 
St. Thomas that the Governor of Madras had publicly prohibIted all 
inhabItants of that place from tradIng WIth the Portuguese ship ErtTOpa 
that lay at anchor in the road ot St. Thomas, and had likewise endea· 
vt>\Ued to prevent the other inhabitants of that coast trom trading WIth 
her. This bemg so contrary to the amity and good correspondence that 

,subsist between the two nations, it the more surprised him and mlght be 
the means of interrupting the same good harmony and correspondence 
as he found himself obliged to give the like orders for treating in the 
same mannel,; all Enghsh ships coming from that sIde to. Goa. a.nd the 

I Bom. to Sunt, 9th May 1731, Surat Fact. Diary 614 of 1729 ·1'732. 
I Born, Gov. Consultation" 11th 4pril1731, Pub. Dtary 4 of 1731, 45.46. 
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other POI tuguese ports on tlus Coast Dasuing the Pl'csidcut to apply 
a. l'6medy to trus lUcoU\·euiance. '. ' 

Tiling the S3.me into consideration as .Fort St. George is entllely 
independent of tJus Ple~ldcncy, the only remedy we can truuk of IS that 
the PresIdent ,trIte a letter to the G~vernor of Fort St. George and 
send rum a copy of the paragraphs of the VlCerofs letter coueerning 
tru" affa.ll' l'epresentillg the ill consequences that may attend the trade 
on trus sIde from the Viceroy's resentment, which he may probably cal'l'y 
fUl ther th"n at present he thl'C<\tens ; notmg that It has been recom
mended to us by our Honourable Masters to cultIvate and keep up a 
good cOTI'espondence WIth'the Portuguese natJ.on in thcse parts, and 
Hu.t trus 18 the mOle necessary at present as we are entu'ely depl'ived of 
all manner of prOVISlOns from the SldI)s country willeh IS now 1U 

11osseSSll'n of the Marath.is and Angl'la and OUI' crutlf dependence 18 npon 
our POI tuguese nelghboUlS.I 

SImIlarly the recolds ofa. few years latel' (17~3-173~) show the POI'tu
gnei;e on more thJ.n O'le oceaslOn anXIous to conClhate the Enghsh by 
leducmg theI!' tolls on Bombay vessels and goqjls. A ConsultatIOn ofthe 
5th DcceJlbm 17&5, notes thatm the ye3.r 17 J '{ the Portuguese laId a. dlIty 
of one Iupee perllWd'l on all batty expOl ted flom thel!' terrItorlCS whICh 
the late PJe;:Hlent c()mplammg of to the VIcerOY or Goa, he was pleased 
to lehnymsh. The Consultauon eontmues: And as we do not know of 
any rIght the Portuguese have to reCClve the said duhes of one pel' 
cent for 'l'Mna. town wall and two pel' cent onjagl'i (sugar) for BasselIl 
on the trade passmg through the rIvers, wrute the collectmg of them IS 
contrary to the 11th artIcle of the treaty of mamage, the PreSIdent 
has plepaled a letter to the General of the North, now lead and approved, 
demanding that the sald duhes be relmqUlshed, and desmng him to gIve 
the necessary Olders to deslSt flOm collectIng the same.2 

A few days later the PleSIdent (Honourable J. Horne) acquaints (Dec
embel 1735) the Board that the General of the North had assured rum he 
ha.d given orders not to collect the duty for Thana. tOWll' wall and the city 
Bassem on the trade p3.Ssing till'ongh the livers to and from tills ISla.nd.$ 

'l'hree years before this (1732) the defeat of the Sidi by the -Marathas 
gave the Company an opportunity of attempting to secme the"Sld,t)s 
impOl tant post of admiral of the Moghal and protector of the tlade of 
Surat ~ A ConsultatIon of the 7th June 1733 contains the follow~ng: 
'1'he PleSldent (Honourable R. Cowan) acquaints the Board that he deslI'
cd this mcetlllg to communicate to them regarding the revolutIOn th!it has 
lately happened III the SIdi'sconntl'Y by the Shahu Raja'storces III con
jnnchon \Hth those of Angl'ia. takmg several of the 8IdI's forts and the 
country adjacent, and more particulally on thell' getting possession of aU 
his fleet On hearing oft~e SIdr'S defeat the President wrote to Mr. Henry 
Lowther, Chief at SUl'8.t, to endeavour to leam the opinion of Teg Beg 
Khan, tile plesent govemor of that place, on the present posture of 
affall's and to sound Jum If by his means a. Phirma.n or gl'ant could be 

1 Born. Gov. ConsultatIon, 5th October 1733, rub. Diary 5 of'1792-33, 221· 228. 
2 Born. (lov. Cou8ultatlOn, 5tb December 1735, Pub. Dillry 8 of 1734·35, 271.. 
J PublIC D ... ry 8 of 1734-:-15, 291. 
• BomLay Gazetteer, Kolab .. , XI 443, and Sura.t, IT 117. 
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obtained from COllXt assigning a jagir at ,esta~e, to the Honoura.ble. 
.comp'ny for protecting the tl'ade of~Ula.t and tills coa.'Jt since the Sltti 
to whom an annnal jaglr ot three lakhs of l'U}:le'es has been hitherto Paid 
fOl' that pui'Pose 18 now 110 langel' in a condItion to protect them; and 
the common enemy by the addItion of the Sidi'~ fleet .Is become mOlij 
tormidable ,than ever, To this Mr. Lo.wthel.' l'etilrned for answer 
that he believed such a thing might be hrought about and he would 
take the most effectual methcds to accomplish It. 'rhe Plesidllnt hall 
teceived a further letter froIn MI', Lowther under date 26th ultimo 
(May), impOl;ting that the 24th of the same month the governor'l'eg 
Beg Khan sent for-Mr. Lowther and of his own accord pl'opobed to hill1 
that, since the Sidi had lost the gleatel!lt part of his counhy with his 
whole :fleet and was thereby no longer in a conilition tG pl'otect the 
trade of the coast against pirates aild PICkarOOns, he was no longt'I' 
entitled to the jagir that was annually paid him by the coU!'t put o£ the 
SUJ'at customs on that account, and as we a.re most capable of a.ny POWOl' 

iwhatever in these pa.rts to uhdertake tha.t affau', if "e wale wllhng, 
he would endeavouI' by means of his patron Ca.Ulldaura (Khan Dala) a.t. 
COUl't to obtain fOl' us"., Phil'man for lL cel'tam sum to be paid \til 
annua.lly, To whom the 'Chief l'et1:!.l'Ued for answer that he wat! 
obliged ttl mm £01' the good opinion he had of the Enghsh nation and 
for his good intention towal'ds us, that indeed the Honourable Compa.ny 
had hitherto been the only Pl'otectol'Stof the tI'a.de of Surat and of these 
seas and that the Sidi han never the least cO'lltributed towaLds it, 
notwithstanding the annual j.lgil' that wail paid ~un. out of the SUl'Il.t 

-customs for that P':l'Pose, ThiS luld put the Honourable 90,mpany to 
so great a.n expense that they 'wete become weary <.f It and mclmed to 
lesEen it by making a. peace with the sons of Ang-ria whq had lately 
offel'ed them very advantageous terms and as a. token of theil' fincel~ty 
had aheady releaEed all theprisoheJ.'s which they had taken from us Inth
out l'ansom: • Huwevel', if ,he the governor could ob~ D.'om court 
an annual lagir adequate to the charges we should m: at m, Pl'otcctmg 
the trade, he be?leved he might be' persuaded to come mto hiS mOlltlUJ'\)1I 
lIoud put a stop to the treaty of peace that was now on foot with .An~lia 
and desired he mIght have lea.ve to communicate to the Go,emul' Qf 
n~Qa,y what had passed between them and receive his instructio,I1,s ~ow 
to act In thIS affair, ThIS the SUlat govemol' approved, 1 a.kmg 
the~e advices into eO)lsidel'ahoa and debating thereon, It is obEel'ved Olll' 

marlDe charges of late Yeal's.,have been very gleat and are likely to, iIl
creas~ by the additional strength the two sons of Angl'ia have acqul1>ed 
by their conq~est of the Siili's counb·y. With the Sldl'S fleet ,of g1'nbs 
and gali,vats in then' posseSSIOn the Angrias are become too,fol'mlUahl~ ~o 
}e kept m awe with the small sea force we have Itt pl'e~cnt 1ll our ~erVIC(j, 
So·tha:t unless a mo~'e effectual and speedy method is taken to put a c;t(lP 

, t? theU' grOWlUg power the tl'ade of these seas will become very proen.
nous if not impracticable, and our HonoUl'able Masters will be under 11:11 

absolute necesEity to increase, their marine forces for protectmg I.fulll' 
own trade and settlements on this coast. however grIevoUS and heavy 
the bur~e:t;' may be, On the other hand ~hould we succeed In ol~laill.ing 
such a 'J8gn' as we may l'easonably expect from court fOl' protechng tho 
trade of the Mog-haPs subjects in these seas it will not only leBEeu gteatly 
the expenses OUl' Honourable Employel'S have been at foJ' so long a tune, 
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but It is to be hoped will entirelJ defray their whole- rna;rllle' cha.rges. 
We therefore approve the ansWel" Mr. Lowther gave 'feg Beg' KMn 
in tIle conference he had Wlth rum, and .. aglee that Ml' Lowt.her 
be fully empoweled and authonzed to enter mto a treaty WIth the sald 
goVel nor and btiug t.rus afl'au' to a happy concluslOn If possible, and 
that. whatever sums of money shall be expended m this servlCe, shall be 
alloweu rum on our Honomable Masters' account, not doubtmg but he 
will act WIth the grea.test cautron circumspectwn and fl'ugahty m an 
afl'alr whe-re success is doubtflll Yet we can never hope for an 
opportunity so promismg as the plesent when there IS no longer any 
plOspect of tlle SIdI f,muly bemg ever again able to make a.ny figure 
at sea. ElUCC tlle ~larath IS and Angua are m possesslOn of theIr" hole Ileet. 
Equa.lly httle ea.n the Sidis heleafter claIm the jigir formerly paId thum 
in conslderahoo of thell' keeping up a fleet to protect the trade, the only 
me of whICh was, when the Stdr was m posse38IOn of It, once a yellor tll 
go to SUl'at Bar to demand a.nd enforce the-payment OLthCI!, saId jngll' 
flom the Surat Government without ever rmndmg the trade, As 
Teg Beg KMn has of hIs own aecold plOposecl to Mr. Lowther that the 
Enghbh should undCi'take the plOtection of tae' trade, we have Ie&iSOn 
to hope that he will be the mOle- hearty and smeere III SOhCItlllg at the 
:MoghaPs COUl't the pel'fectmg and brlllgmg to a speedy conchlslon tins 
lus own scheme and proposal. 

The mnm pomt will be what su~ to lllsist upon Though the Sub had 
thlee lakhs of rupees allowed rum by the Moghal, we know that the whole 
Sllm was ne,er pald hrm by the Surat governors though they chal'o'ed 
it as pald m theIr accounts WIth the kIng On t:be other hand when 
tills J,i.gll' of three Ukhs was allowed the SlID, Angria. and the oLber petty 
pllJ.tes 00 the- coast were of httle consequence to what they ale now, 
and a small force by sea was sufficient to' oppose them Now \uth the 
adilltlOn of the SIdr'S whole fleet of grabs and gahvats the two Angl'Ias 
ale become very formidable and wIlll'equne a conSIderable manne fOlce 
to suppress them Qi' prevent thell' depledations on the bea, Such duires 
will conoequently occasIOn much greater expense tlUn ever the Slm 
was at WIth hIs fleet whIch was seldom fitted out but once a year and 
th.1t only for two months III the faIl est season.I 

Resolved therefOle that the PresIdent and John Horne, Esql!irl1, be 
appomted a comrmttee- to transact tlus afl'all' WIth Mr, Lowther, and 
that trus consultahon and all transactlOllS relatmg to tms afl::hr be 
enb nsted to the Secretary and entered apart from the dJ..u'l4lS and 
eonsllitabolls of thIs Plesldency as some letteTs will I'equile a speedier 
answer dUllllg tms negohatIon than WIll admit of first laying them 
bel0le the Boald. Resolved hkeWlse that a letter be ImmedIately 
ptepaled pUl'suant to this consultation to be sent to Mr. Lowth&' by, 
patamar expl'ess.2 

A ConsultatIOn of the-13th July shows how seriously Angl'w,'s succes
ses affected Bombay, The PreSIdent observes to the BOaI'd: The great 
progress the junctIon of Shahu Raja's forces WIth those of Angna has 
made m the reduction of the SIdi's country to their obediellce sroce the 

~ Rom, Gov, ConsultatIOn, 7th June 1733, Pub. DIarY 6 of 1733, 1.4. 
: Hom, Gov. CousultatlOn, 7th June 1733, I:,ub. DIary 6 of 1733, 7. 
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• 
death of the Nabob Yakub KMn is more owing to the ili~sension 
ofthe·Siill's officers than to the for<!e of tIle Mal'atha arms, HO\1CVCl' 
it is certain the ManttMs pave got into their possessIon the town of 
Rajpul'i (or Danda RajpUl'I) and a sort of fortress called the COCl'CO 
(Khokri opposIte Janjll'a island)l with aU t~ 8lililiS fleet of grabs 
and gahvats, their guns and warlike stores, and nothing buL the 
fort upon the island 1U that harbour holds out against them" '1'he 
strong fort of Rairi, formerly the cruef rei'idence of the Shivllji R,lja 
and others the pledecessors of the present SMhu Raja, has In like 
manner fallen into their hands through treachery And we have certaIn 
intelhgence that another separate body of the ~h3hu Rllja's fOlCCS alE~ 
ordered to march against, Alljanvel and two other of the Sidl's forts 
to the southward But a few days SInce Angria has taken the fort 
of Upper Chaul belonging to tlie Moghal and WIthin less than a nuJe of 
the CIty and fortress of Chaul belongmg to the 'Portugucse He has 
likeWIse taken the smalLfort of RavallI (Revas)2 in the river of Pen and 
the 131gel' fort of Thai situated on the western point 'of the soulll 
land that forms one SIde of this bay and contiguous to the island and 
fort of Underi. He is·like~ise preparing to attack Underi as £loon 
as the weather will permit pim to make use of his galivats for that 
purpose, If he should succeed in that attempt he is entllely mastel' 
of the south entrance of this port, and It will be im.possible for any small 
embaJ'katlOns Or ships of httle force· bound to this pOl t to escalJe his 
gahvats, Consequently an end will be put to tbe greatest -part of 
our country hade, as all the Siili's grabs and galiva,ts ale given to 
Sakhoji Angria for his share of the plunder of Rajpuri and he hits 
Cal'ned them to Kotaba to join the rest of hiS fleet which now consists 
of 11 grabs and 25 galivats, besides 4 grabs and 20 galivats under the 
direction or his bl'other SaJllbhaji at Gheria 

The Consultation continues: Upon tIns emergency we have been 
frequently so1icited by the Sidi's officers for aSSIstance and bUCCOUlS 
both fI'om Rajpuri and Anjanvel but more immeiliately from Unden 
ne1J.rest in our ;eighboUl'hood, Even were thele no other political 
reaSons for preventmg our so far intel'rermg to grant the ne~essarv 
asSIstance to all three is not in our power both flOm the W6'akness of 
out ~rrison and the great dIstance of the places But thecollfequenc8 
of Underi's falling into the enemy's possession claims OUl' more 
imllfediate consideration, as that' will more sensibly affect us both 
with .respect to the tmde of this port and the procUling of' pro
visions for' t~e use of the island. These considerations bemg duly 
pondered and debated it is the unanimous opinion of' this Board that 
in duty to our Honourable Employers we are indispensably obliged to 
l!se.our utmost endeavours to prevent the island and fortress of Undcri 
f.tlling into the enemy's hands by succouring the same and preserving it 
eIther in the possession of the SIdi or taking it into the possession of our 
Honoul'able Mastm's by the 8iill's consent: Subject to this conilition that 
if the heli's 01' successors of the late Slm Yakub Khan should be rCbtoi'ed 
to their country command and authority,' and should desn'e the restltu
tion 0:1; the 'fortress of Unded, the SaJlle shall be delivered up to them 
on their paying the full expense and charge that the Honoura.ble Com-

1 Bombl'Y Gazetteer, Kolaba, XI. 464. ' Bombay Ga~etteer, Kolata, XI. 150. 
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pany may be at in preserving the said fortress with the usual intel'esjt 
thmeon at the rate of rune per cent ~el' annum. Eut should the M:mHb;'s 
l'emam pOl>sessed of the EhdIs' terrItories without any hopes of the 
Sl(hs' Ietuevrng them, then the fOl hess of Vnderi. shan remam to til"" 
HonOluable Coxp.pany as theu sole ~ht and property. To put lU 

execuhon this our resolutIon it is &glced that we give oldelS to 
Captam Thomas Holden, Commander of the Mal'.q, to plOcced wIth that 
Ehlp under his command as soon as wmd and weathc.r WIll permlt and come 
to an anchor as near tothe saId fOltI'ess of Unden as he with safety can 
wIth the SaId t>lup m order to cover the galivats and boats that we may 
h;1,e occaSIOn to send from hence with men arhllelY and ammunition to 
the SUCCOlU of the SaId fortIess. AglCed that the said succours to be 
sent at present do consist of 1 lIeutenant, 2 ensIgns, 4 selJeants, 
4 corpolals, 4(} Emopean musketeers and 60 topasses, 6 nine-pounders, 
6 blx-poundels, 6(} barrels of powder, IOU spare muskets and sundry othel' 
stores as per hst entered below. DIrected that LIeutenant James 
Iuchbud have the command of the detaclunent and cruef dIrectIon of 
thIS expedItion WIth EnsIgn James Sterhng and Ensign Forbes to his 
aSblStance The PresIdent to gIve the necess~'y lllstrucnons to Lieut. 
IUlhbIrd parhcularly mculcatmg that before any of the artillery 01' 

ammunIhon IS ,landed, he IS to take such exact sllfvey of the fOI tress of 
UuJen and Its fortIficatIons as will enable rum to frame a Judg'lI\ent 
whether or no the same is ca]1able of belllg defended against any 
attempts that may be made by the enemy through the SUCCOlllS that we 
may be able to gIve, If he finds that the fort is not tenable eIther 
through the defiCIency or 11're6Ularlty of Its fOl'tJ1icatIons or its too near 
situatIOn to the maInland on wruch the enemy may ~rect battenes suffi
CIent to make a practIcable breach in the body of the place, he IS not III 
touch case to land any of the artillery or stores before he has made a re
gular report to the President of the condrtIon or state he finds the pJace 
in and receIVed rus answer thereupon. Directed that Ciptain Robert 
Macneale be sent to the assistance of Lieutenant Inchbird, whose know
ledge of the language and customs of the country people renders him 
the fittest person to treat and tl'allSact any affaIrs with them, and as we 
have had a long experience of his capacIty prudence and fidellty, agreed 
that Lieutenant Inchhird be directed to consult Captain Macneale on 
all OCCasIons and that he do not undertake anything of moment mthout 
his advice and approbatIon.1 • 

The detaIls of the ammunition and stores sent WIth the detachment 
to Un(len ale: 

Guns-6 nine-pounders, 6 six-pounders. 
Slwts-600 round nine-pounders, 2U(} double-head nine-pounders, 

600 lOund six-pounders, 60 lead grape shot for nine-pounders, and 
30 fOllf-ounce shot. • • 

COhOT1~ mortars-6. Shells for cohom mortars fixed 300, grenado 
shells fixed 300, powder horns fixed 12. Ladles and Worms
for nine-pounders, 6 j for six-pounders, 6. Sponge staves fixed
for nine-pounders 12 j for six-pounders, 6. Gunner'8 bits-6. 

ILtnd 81nkes-66. A gin WIth spare blocks and tackle. 

1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 13th July 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732,33, 146.149. 
F"lreKt's Home SCI'lell, II. fil • fiS. 
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Muskets 100, cutlasses 100, cartouch boxes 100, blunderbu!lse~ 6, 
.bl'a~s musketoons 6, brass ,pistol,; 6 pail', hatquebusses 12, flints 
8UO, country match HOp Bcamea (skems). ' 

Gunpowder-60 barrels Bombay eannon, 9 barrels fine, 2 barrels 
Europe cannon. Balls-B. 

Medicines and h08pttal slores. ~ 

:Besides the above there are to be sent with this detachment sundl'Y 
artificers as carpenters smIths brIcklayers and stone-cutters with 
the necessary implements and such stores as may be wanted aftor a' 
survey is taken of the island and!ts fortIfications, a particular account 
of which will from tIme tQ'time be dehvered by the proper persons inlo 
the accountant's office. l 

Next day (14th July) Governor R. Cowan issued the followlDg 
instructions to LIeutenant Inchbird: 'You are hereby appoInted Com
mander-in-chIef of the expedition designed for suceourmg and defend
ing the fortress of Underi against the common enc.roy WIth EnsiO'llS 
James Sterling and HenI'Y Forbes to your assistance, together "itt 41 
sel'jeants, 4 corporals, 60.European musketeers, 60 topasses, and a traIn 
of artIllery, proVIsions and warlIke stores accOldi"!lg to the hst hcrcwith 
delivered you. You are to sad with the first opportunity of wmd and 
weather WIth the galivats and other vessels under convoy of the lJ ary, 
Captain Thomas Holden, Commande», who has orders to brmg the saId 
shIp to an anchor as neal' to the island of Underi as he can WIth safety, 
the better to cover your landmg on the said Island WIth the saId galivats 
and other vessels to secure your so doing from allY attempts that may be 
made by theenemy.£rom their galivats or fl'om the roam, As Boon ther/)
fore as the said ship comes to an anchor, If the tIde will permIt you, 
you are to pI'0ceed WIth the galivats and boats under your command to 
the nsual and most commodIous landing-place on the SaId Island, taking 
dll'ections therein from the SldI's people and boats that accompany you, 
as they ale ·best acquaInted with the place. If npon the .lIfur,l/s 
anchormg the tide is, so faI' spent that you cannot secul't)ly leach the 
said Island, you ale to come to an anchor with the gahvats and vessels 
nnder the guns of1he SaId shIp and there WaIt until a prOpCl' Oppoltu~ 
nlty of wIDd and tide offers for your proceeding to the said IslaDei. 
I tl011bt not but the shIp Mary WIll be able to proceed so far tq the 
southward as to dIscover whether any of the enemy's gahvats are lying 
aH~undI'Y 01' not and with the assistance of the foul' Company's fighting 
gahVll.ts to protect you from their attempts, If th,eIC' should be any, of 
preventing y~ur landing as yon ale above directed,' You are to embark 
yourself and detachment on board the foul' Company's gahvats and to ac
commodate them In the best manner,you can. U pon10Ul' arrival at Undeli 
J'Olt are to secure the vessels anq people as wfll as you can from any 
random shot there may be sent py the enemy from ThaI or any batI.e11f .. 'S 

they may have erected on the lIllIiln. Then landIng YOUlself WIth 
Captain Macneale whom you aTe upon all occasions to consult in this 
undertakIng as a pel'son perfectly well acquainted with the SItuation of 
the place aI}d dIsposItion of the people as well as the dIspositIOn of the 
enemy, and leaVIng the care of the detachment arbn~ry and ammUlU-

1 Born. Gov. ConsultatioD,13th July 1733, Pub. Dil'ry 5.0£ 1732-33,150-151. 
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hon to th(' two en>'ig'us, you ale to go to the fOlt ::Jolld deli~er my letter 
to Slili B.J.lal, the Killed.,ir or governor, "h1('h Will acquamt luI!t "Ith 
the desIgn of your commg and the serVlce y~u are sent on, 

You me next" be£ole you condescend to land eIther your detachment 
arhllery 01' stOI('.j, to make a thorough survey and examlUation of the 
Island and Its fOitIDcahons, the numbeI"'of the guns therelU, theIr quah
hes aud the carnages they are mounted on, the quanhty of prOVISIons 
water and wmhke stOles, and the number of fightmg sepoys so as to hc 
able to name a pel feet judgment whelher or no, WIth the suceoUlS you 
now c .• ny and I may hele.J.fter be able to send, the Islam I IS capable 
of bemg defended from auy attempt that the enemy may make agamst 
it You roe parhcularly to conolder the ilista.nce It IS n'om the malU
l .. nd of Thal and the eftect that any battelles laI,ed at ThaI mIght have 
agalUst the fort of Undel1.. Llkewlsc the depth of water on all Slues 
and how ne:1l' the enemy)s grabs may approach Vnden so as to batter 
the fort by theIr plOW 01' SIde guns in such ma.nner as a plachca.ble bleach 
may be effected, More especIally you ale to conSIder how the maiu 
g3teway 01 enhance is secUled and whether 01' no thele IS any place upon 
the Island "hCle the enemy may land a bl'JSiy of men suffiCIent antI 
dlaw them up so as to ma.ke a l'egtllar attack WIthout bemg exposed to 
the flIe of the alhllelY flom the fort so as to nllstrate theIl' attempts, 
Flom the bebt mfolmatIon I ha)'e been hItherto able to obtain, thCle IS 
not suffiCIent depth of water 1'01' theu' grabs to apploach near enough 
so as to do any executIon WIthout being an the same tIme exposed to 
our g'aUeys and glabs whom they must always expect to watch theu' 
mohons, If you hnd that WIth the aSHstance you now carry and what 
heleafter I may be able to send you, the place is te'13oble, )OU ale then 
to land YOUI detachment, prOVISIon, and ammunition, But If you find 
that the al b 11el y that is aheady in the fort and the carllag-es to mount 
It on may, by the aSSIStance of the ca.rpentels and smIths that "e 
now send WIth you, be Ienqeled.fi1lfficlent for the defen<l/l of the place, 
thel'e WIll be then no occaSIOn 'for laniling the artillery we now send 
mth you or at least only buch pa.rt of It as you aIld Oaptam Macueale 
bhaU judge absolutely nece~sary, 

You ale next to fend off m the nme gahvats belongmg to the Island 
and such othel boa.ts as you ea.n spale to send ruther WIth the 'ltlIlost 
experuhon, all the women cruldren old men and other persons unfit fol' 
SCI VIce untler convoy of the Company's foul' galivats, who, under ~over 
of the Mtt)!/, ma.y see them safely so far lU theu way to this port as to be 
out c£ danger and then the four Compauy's galivats may I'eturn tb you 
fur your fu t ther Olders If at olle t!'IP the rune galivats ;tnd your boats 
caunot transport the whole of the nnnecessary people, you may order 
the boats back to make a t:econd tl'lP-SO as to clear the garrison of every'
tIung but such a. number of men as may be suffiCIent for its deftlhce, 
wruch I compute 500 effectIve fighting men must be at all events, 

In my letter to 81ili Baht! I have slgmfied to him as my opinion that 
on ihe present emelgency It WIll be foI' his interest and that of the 
Sldi hlB master, to hOlst the Engh~h flag upon his fort and delivel' up to 
you the defence of It WIth hIS aSSIstance and that of his present gal'l'lson, 
With trus conrution that whenever the Slili thinks proper to demand the 
restItutIon of it to him on his affairs takmg a iliffelent tUl'n than whllot 
they seem at present, to promise the same shall bEj delivel'ed up on the 
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Sidi paying the Honourable Company the expense and charge they havo 
been And may be at in pl'eservmg ofoit with the usual lawful intelest of 
nine pel' cent pel' annum, In case that the Sldl'S affall' will not adnub 
of reclauning the sald f01\, that then the same shallremaltl to the 
Honourable Company as theIr sole right and property, and the gallibon 
of aepoys shall become the subjecbs of the said Honourable Company 
and remam III theIr pay and service at the usual pay that is now paId to 
the garl'lson sepoys of Bombay, The hoisting of the Engli~h flag and 
the taking of the island ..and fortress or Underi mto the Honourahle 
Company's immedIate protectIon and defence will convmce tho enemy 
that we are fl111y determmed to derend it and support it to the laEot, 
Tlus, I flatter myself, that Sidi Balal and all honest Musalmans will 
prefer to the 'glVlng It up to the Marathas on their specious but most 
false promlses j believing that we have no other motive in making this 
proposal but to gIve a check to the growing inbolence of that treachm'ous 
set of pMple, since I t>hall be much bebter pleased to see the Slm's family 
an<1 his_helfs restored to their ancient authol'lty and command in thIS 

neighbourhood and in rebtoring to them the said island and fortless 
than being at the expense of entertaming it on the Honourable Com
pany's account Without any other prospect of advantage than that of 
keepmg it out of the common enemy's hands~ 

1f on your taking a survey of the. island you find ib impracticable 
with the succours you now carry and what yon are capable of judging 
we may he1eafter be able to send you to derendli either through. the'de
fiCIency of the fortIficatIons, the contiguity of its SItuation to the maln
land of ThaI, and tqe batteries the enemy may raiee thereon agalnst it, 01' 

the 1 epugnallCy of the Sidi and his p,eople to the conmtions under "Iuch 
I propose to give them the present asSIstance, you are then to forbear 
the lanmng of your detachment, artIllery, provjsion 01' stOles until 
you have fuade a report to me or the condition and circumst,wces yOll 
find the place in, and Walt my ans" er thereof. If my expectatIons 
are answe1ed, as I have EO l'oom to doubt they must be, you are then 
to expemte as mtIch as possible the putting the place in a proper posture 
of defence and sending hither all the unnecessary people, completing the 
number of the gal'rlSOn to what you may tlunk sufficient of fightmg 
moo .• On so domg you may acquaint Captaln Holden of the Mary 
that there IS no farther occasion of continning in lus station bnt that 
he aay leturn with his ship into Bombay harbour, 

Thi charge of the provisions you are to put under the care of some 
serjeant or SQlIle person of trust and that of the ammumtion and wal'
like stores under another, with the asslStance of two lascars who alll 
best versed in those affalrs, and each of them is to keep a regular book 
of IIeceipts and issues of each species to be laid befOle me as often as 
required. 

Antonio De Mello who goes with you as chief gunner I have advanced 
to the pay of a quarter gunner for his encouragement, If he exerts 
himself with as much zeal and fidehty as I know he has capaCIty in 
that employment I doubt not but he will deserve the advance. 

If at the first and second trip of the boats with the women and 
children they cannot send off the whole number you lDay selld the 
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remainder on board the ManJ when she pl'oeeeds to tru's port, whose 
co=ander has orders for rccelVln~ them and treating them in the bast 
manner. a 

MI. Kelkt has sent you six bullocks for your Europeans with wluch 
yon must make 'the best sluft you can .till we can send you morc. But 
i would have you inculcate to them to eat !'lee and khic],,,di "hich is 
mOle nourIShing and wholesome than any flebh meat that can pos
!ably be procured at this wet season. When fair weather sets 1U we 
C.1n supply you flom tune to tune both with fresh and salt provisions liS 

you may have occaSIon. But I believe when you are once settled you 
mll not ~lInt more than 20 Europeans and you may retnrn the remarn
del' luther. Of one thrng I must put you in mind, immec:hately to 
set about makmg more tanks for water, as many at least as will con
trun sutlicIent water for all the fair season. You are no 1011ger to 
del'cnd on hanug any water from Thal as formerly, and to send It from 
hence ,,111 be very troublesome. It will be much more easy and 
less expensive to make tanks to conum a sufficient quannty of water 
for your garrison the year l·ound. 

In thc foregoing part of these instructioru, I have ol'dered you not 
to land your detachment and arlillery untrl you and Captain Macneale 
had talked with Sidi Balal. In case you find that the enemy fire 
upon your boats and people from. ThaI SIde and are likely to do them 
damage, you may land your people as soon as you can. 01' as it is 
now moonhght, I believe It will be safest gomgm durmg the Dlght time, 
the Sldi's people that sarlalong WIth you being sufficient pIlots to calTY 
YOli ill eIther by night or day. Should Sid! Bal:H of his own accOld 
propose to ) au Ius conung luther to ruscourse with me, you may agree to 
It. But you are not to propose this to him from yourself. 

T have talked" Ith Antonio de Mello, and he assures me that the walls 
oE the fort are very good an~ that It IS not posnble for the enemy to do 
them any damage from ThaI. NeIther IS It practicable to bring any 
g'ldhs or other vessels capable of call') ing a sufficient Jveight of metal 
to batter It by sea on any SIde, because of the foul ground that lies all 
lonnu at a consldernble drstance, ,,0 that only shi/,arR or galivats can 
,tpproJ,ch It And tl41.t you WIth your cohorns may make the enemy very 
Une.1FY at Thalli they offer to molest you. However, I would hate "!ou 
Wly fru!-,":11 of yonr anlDlUnitlOn smce thel1" fiung against you tan be 
of vel y lr ttle cODEeq uence • 

I am mo~t apPlehenslve that the Sldr'S people will be VelY dilaoory in 
bauFJlOltrng their wives and famIlies and occaSIon the Mary to mIry 
l~ugcr lU her station than I can allow f01' at this season of the year' 
lou must expedrte them as much' as possible, and I would only have 
:rou keep such a. numbe. of sepoys in garTison as you think wllJ.o be 
ab~olutely requisite. I beheve you will find the fort is not so large as 
It has been descrIbed and that 300 men will be sufficient. However that 
I le~ve enhl'ely to your discretIon. I eo=it you to the Divine pro
tCL'iIon.1 

1 GOV61nor R. Cowan'. instructIOns to Captam Jame~ Inchhird, Bombay, 14th July 
1733, Pub. DUlry 5 of 1'/32-33, 160· H15. Fonest'ij Home Series, II. Ii4 - 57. 
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• 
On the 26th July the President acquaints the Board that pursuant 

to ouf resolu,tlOn of the 13th instant·tJuly), the Mary, CaptaIn HoMen 
Commander, weIghed anchpr the 15th of ihis month and stood towards 

- the Island of Underl WIth {our of the Honourable Company's fighhng 
galivats and under their convoy SlX Thana boats with. the detachmllllt 
artillery and stores sent to the succour of that island. The gahvats 
and boats happIly arnved at Under! t)mt evening, but the "MU1'Y wail 
obliged to come to an anchor five mIles distance, the Commanuer not 
esteeming It safe tills season of the year to approach nearer. Upon 
their anival Captam Inchblrd and Captam Macneale, accordmg to the 
PresIdent's instructions to CaptaIn Inchbird, went to the Killedar 81di 
BaMI and delivered to him the President's letter and acquainted lUIll 

WIth the occasion of their coming and the succours they had J:n·ought. 
After having taken a survey of the fort'which they esteemed tenable, 
they proposed to the Killedar the hoisting the Enghsh flag to which they 
behevtjd the enemy would pay a greater l'egard than to that of the Sldl. 
To trus the KIIledar agreemg the English £lag was accordingly hoisted 
on the 16th m the mOlnfng under the discharge of the al'tdlery of the 
fort and the gahvats, T1!en the enemy from Cundery and thell' batterIeS 
from ThaI began and continued to fire pI'etty briskly at the fort of 
Under* for that and several following days but WIthout ~oing any 
damage. On the 19th the gahvats and boats l'etulned WIth sevelaI 
famihes of women and chIldren from 'Underi and the weather havmg 
proved very bOlsterous for two days before, the Mary being no longer of • 
any use where she lay, the Commander sJzpped his cable, not being abJe 
to pUl'chase his anchor and CanIe into port. 

At the same Co~sultation the President likewise acquaints the Board 
that he had received a letter from the Emperor's secretary _ of state 
Shamshad Daula (formerly known by the name of Khan Dara) 
requirmg him m his =jesty's nanIe to assist the Sidi m conjunction 
WIth the Por'mguese m recovering his telTitories that have lately been 
overrun by the Shahu Raja and Angria. To this the Prcsident l'e- , 
turned answer: If rus majesty would defray the whole expenEe of such 
an undertalang and send rus royal army we should be glad to act in con
cert with them 01' with such other forces as =y be procUl'ed from the 
'Pw:tll,guese for restoring the Sidl to his domimons, But that as our 
business in these Pal'ts of the world is trade and not to inOl'ease our 
chaliges, we keep up such a number of troops only as al'e capable of 
defendmg and protecting our commerce, without mterfenng WIth the 
too fl!equent qUal'rels of the neighbouring powers,! 

At a Cons~ltation dated 11th December 1733, Messl'S, Lowther and 
Dickms being returned from Rajpuri give in their diary of their tlans
actions there and the treaty of aUro:nce concluded with this Government 
lfUder the seals of seven of the principal governing Sidis. The counter
part signed by the President and Council and sealed with the Company's 
~eal~ is to be l'eturned to the Sidis of Rajpuri.,9 

1 Bom, ~Gov. ConsultatIon, 26th July 1733, ~b. Diary 5 of 1732 - 33, 156.151. 
Forrest's Home SerIes, II, 53.54. ' • . 

.. Bom, Gov. OonsultatIOn, 11th December 1733, Pub. DiM1 G of 1732.33, .28!!. 
For the t~eaty see pages 286 to 289 of the saDIe diar:y. 
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At a. Consultation dated 13th September 1734, the President 
acqua.mts us that yesterday anived from Underi 52 pI'lSOners Wl.O were 
taken In an experutlUn the Sidi lately made up the rIver of Pen wIthout 
the Ple&dent's ltno\dedge or consent and"contIary to the arhcles of 
Ilb'reement bet~'een us. The President observes that a great many 
~rchants come hIther by the SaId' liver fl'olu the Ghat country 
who carry away copslderable quantItIes of g'oods, and he aPPIehenus l{ 
such VIolences are I;ontlllued, It will deter the melchauts from ventullng 
luther to the no small detnment of our bade Therefore to COUVlllce 
the SaId mel'chants that we do not approve of such proceerut.gs and are 
lnclmable to lJl'event them, he proposes to letUI'n the pnsoners to theu 
habItations, Tws is unammously agleed to. l 

On the 22nd November 173,1" haTIng received adVlce that !lfanaji 
the yonnger Angna had, on a quarrel Wlth his elder blOther SambhajI, 
desel ted from Kolaba and l'ebred to Chaul, the Council agree in think~ 
ing It a good opportnlllty to endeavour to weaken our enemy's force by 
keepiug up the dlSSen8.0n between the two brothers. WIth this object 
the PresIdent (Honourable J. H.orne) proposes to send C,'ptaiu InC'hbll'd, 
who IS well acquainted WIth the tempeis of <the~e people, to Chaul to 
ruscourse Wlth the sald Manajl on the situalaou of rus brother's affairs. 
And, If he can, to prompt ManaJi to seize on some .of his brother's forts 
to the nOlthwald as trus would ~leatly dIshess SambhajI, whose whole 
conntIy depends upon the tell'itol'les about Ko18ba for gram. And also, 
if he finds that Mamijl has a party sufficient In any of the SJid fOlts, to 
give rum hopes of our aSSIsting rum WIth what he may waut towards 
becouung master of them and keeping them against rus encmies.2 

On the 6th December, the President acquaInts the Board that 
Captain Inchbll'd bemg 1'eturned fr.om Chaulmfol'lned him that l\Ianajl 
Angua had taken Upper Chaul from rus brother SambMjI, that he had 
abont 600 men Wlth him, and had an interest WIth the people III Kolaba 
and several other of hIs brother's £.orts by whIch he hopca to get them 
into lus possession. But he is gl'eatly m want of money and alllmUlll
ti.on wruch he earnestly SOlICIts' to be supplied from hence. 'Ve are eon
vmced that it w.ould be a very great advantage to us to keep up the 
dissenslOn between the two bl'o.thels and thereby dIVIde their force. 
For If ManaJi succeeds in rus deSIgn on Kolaba he will greatly wstrebs 
hIS brother, who, for want of a fleet, wIll not have it in ms power to pre
judice us, should he hereafter be inclIned so to do. It IS thevefore 
agreed that for the piesent we advance Manaji Rs. 4000 and supply 
hIm WIth the stores desIred, beIng 7 small iron guns, 200· shot, 
30 barrels of powder, 20 slabs or lead, 3000 small shot ~or pal'tl'ldge, 
and 20 pIeces of coarse cloth (dangn), That Captam James Inchbll'd 
return to Chaul to supply Manajl with the money as he may have 
occaSlOn for it and to take all OppOltulllties of spil'lting him up to carry 
on ms resentments against his brother.s 

In January 1736 the Bombay Council received the following letter 
from Captain Abraham Anselm and others of tl;te Company's outward 

I Bom. Gov. Consultation, 13th September 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734,158. 
• Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 22nd Nov. 1734J'lIb. DllII'Y 7 of 1734, 217.218. 
I Born. Gov. Consultation, 6th Dec. 1734, Yub. Diary 7 of 1734, 223. 
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bound ship I!m'by, then prisoners at Angria/s fort of Suvlltl'ndul'g: Our 
long absence we suppose will be valy surprising to you. The occa
SIon is as follows. On the 18th March last (1735) Oul' Pllot ran our 
ship aground on a. place m fue Swinn called the Mouse. We lay seven 
hours beatmg and recelved so much damage that we were ordered by the 
IIonoma.ble Company into Sheemess where we unloaded and repaired the 
allip, This detamed us five weeks. The 27th Apnl arrived in the Downs, 
on the 30th ApI'll &\lIed from thence, the 1st September al'l'ived at J alumna 
and sailed the 13th October, the 26th December at five in the mom (in 
17" 50' north latitude about 16 leagues from shore) fell ill with foUl' 
galivats and five grabs belonging to Angria., They a.ttacked us by six 
o'clock in the morD, havmg so httl~'wind all day that our slup would 
nelther sta.y nor veel'. They took care we should not hrmg any guns to 
bear on them but what we got out of our stem ports which we kept 
close. By eIght o'clock they destroyed most of our rigging, at ten 
carried the mizen mast by the board at one shot away, the maID ma..t 
at the same time received two double-headed shots between wind a.nd 
water abaft whICh was secured, found two feet water in the hold and 
still proved leaky. Soon IIIter they lodged two double-headed shots in tho 
foremast. Contmued on In our engagement till four oJ., five o'clock in the 
afternoon, ']'hen thought III vam to proceed, so submitted. Seven of OUI' 

men were killed, five more had their legs shot off, and many others 
wounded. There is one hundred and <fifteen of us now prisoners WIth 
Angrla. He seems to insist on peace or no redemption for us which we 
leave to your Honour's disposition if convenient to restore UB who are 
your HonoUl"s obliged and obedient humble servants to command. 
(SIgned) Abl'aha.m.. Anselm, Robert Cuddon, Cill:istopher BafIow. 
P.B.-OUl' Chief Mate Mr. Thomas Rogers received a shot in his tlugh, 
of wluch he wed. We pa.i:ticulal'lse this to your Honour seeing his na.me 
is not signed hereto. 10th January 1736.1 

Two days pefore (8th January 1736) the President had acquainted 
the Board that he had this moming received the melancholy news of 
OUl; Honomab1e Mastel'S' ship D~rlJy being taken about twelve days ago 
(26th December 1735) by five of Sambhaji Angria's grabs and ca1rl(lll 
mto Southem w'ook (Suvamdurg). He has no other particulars of the 
action than that all her masts were carried away and several of her people 
kil!ed~ The Consultation proceeds: As it is pl'Obable that a light buat 
may overtake the departed slups before they leave the COa.5t, it is dllected 
that-a short letter be immedmtely prepared to advise our Honoul'n.blc 
Mas~'s of this unhappy disaster and that a boat be despatched with it to 
proceed as fa!' as Anjengo if she does not overtake the ship sooner. The 
President observes to the Board that by the fatal loss of the De1'b?! ,\e 
shall not have treasure sufficient to provide a loading of coffee at l\fokha.9 

On the 7 th Ma.y 1736 the President cOIDDlunicates to the130ard a letter 
received from Caitan deSouza, Captain of Chaul, advising him that ona 
Moro Pant was l1l'l'ived there with full powers from Sambhaji Angrla. 
to tl'eat with us for making peace and had desired hint to send down 
Captain Inchbil'd to heal' what proposa.ls he had to make, intimating 

1 Commander Abraham'li letter to Born. Covt, 10th Jau. 1736, Pub. Dla.ry 9 of 
1736,11-12. S Bonl. Gov. Oonsultatzon, 8th Jan. 1736, Pub. DIary 9 of 1736,2. 



Ma.tel ia.Is 1 
AND ISLAND. 173 

that tlus might prove a. favourable opportunity for gethflg !l.way Oul' 

11eople prIsoners wIth Angrl:L. Ta-:,ugh we have lIttle hopcs of cllllllllg 
to au accommodatIon, yct as 0\11' complymg so far nm:r be atten,dell 
WIth the Ielease of our pnsonel's who we believe Sambha'JI may be tilCli 
of keepmO' It is a,O'reed that Captam Inchbll'd be sent on this serVICe as 
soon as 0;;; vesse); letUl'll from the northwmd I 

On the 14th May the Presio.ent COmmUlll<'!l.tes to the BOald a letter 
lecelved (13th May) f10m Captalll Inchbll'd who on discou1'Smg wIth 
Sambhajr's vakil found rus intended_offers for malang pt'ace welC WIth 
(l<'E'lgtl to get master of KoIaba, expeetmg we shall not assIst· Manajl 
In order to l)ICYent the success of that undertalang, desmng that we 
=11 seud a pelson down to Ghena, promismg also If we come to terms 
of peace to delIver up the srups and pl'isonels. But as such J, conde
scenSIOn would brmg us mto contempt wlth our neIghbours and haVlng 
httle hopes that he would long contInue m peace \\lth us after he had 
gamed the pleEent pomt when he would have It m rus })owel' mOle than 
ever to molest us, the PresIdent has drawn out an answer ordermg 
Captain Inchbud to acqllamt SambMjl's vakil that we caunot aglee to 
auy such con<htlons; btlt IT rus master IS so .CSll'OUS of a peace as he 
pletends, that he first release all the plisoners of om' nahon as a mmk 
of his sIncerity when we shaIJ be ready to heal' and agree to any 
leasonable tenns for ma.lang peace. ThIS is approved by the Board.2 

On the 27th September the President commuUlcates to the BO!l.rd a 
letter receIved fl0m Sambhaji Angna acqumntlng rum that to show rus 
deme of making peace he had sent fifteen of om' people to Chaul; that 
he had sent ~loro Pant to offer what he had £mther to say on trub subjcct 
and desired Captain Inchbll'd nught he sent down t; Gherm to conclude 
the heaty "mch being considered, It IS observed that Sam1hajl's 
ben<hng fifteen of the smlors to Chaul is but a. slight mark of hIS 
SIllcentv; that as we cannot think of malang peace while 0\11 pnsonel'S 
are m hIS hands, it Will be needless for Moro Pant to come ruther, nor 
can we condescend so far as to send Captatn InchbiJd to Ghena. Such 
a conceSSIOn would expose us to the contempt of aU'our nmghbo\1ls 
80<; Sambhajl would immeillately splCad a report that the EnglIsh had 
sent to beg a peace.s 

On the 1st October the President COmmllUlcates to the Board a.le~tel' 
III am,wel'to Sam1Mji Angria's, wruch is approved. As SambMjl's 
messenger Moro Pant IS at Chaul) the sending Captalll Inchblfd to 
di&course wlth rum may forwald the release of our plisonel's or a~ least 
keep them III heal t by lettlng them see we are not unminPful of them' 
and \\e ale apprehensive that if they thought we neglected them, many 
of them would be <hiven to enter into Sambhajl's Sel'VlCe: Ii IS therefore 
agreed that Captam Inchbird lepaJr"to ChauI. And the Pre&ident IlPm
m\IDlcating such orders as he thinks propel'- to be given lum on this 
occasion they are approved by the Boal'd.' 

I Born. Gov. Consultation, 7th May 1736, Pub. Dllu'Y 9 of 1736, 236. 
'Born. Gov. COll8ultation, 14th May 1736, Pub. DIary 9 of 1736,244. 
3 J.lom. GOY ConsultatIOn, 27th Sept. 1736, Pub. DIary 9 of 1736,361 
• Born, GOY. ConsultatIon, 1st October 1736, Pub. DIary 9 of 1736, 365. 
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On the 12th October the PresIdent communicates to the Board sundl'Y 
letter. from Captain Inchbird ·at Chaul who thinks nothing can be 
done towards the releastl of the prisoners unless we consent to his going 
down in our fleet to Ghel'i:. ~But as we apprehend E>uch a cOndOSC(lflS10n 
would bring us. Into contempt WIth our neIghboUl's, a.~d that If Ang'11a 
refuses to dehver up the pI'Isoners on the PresIdent's signing a CCRRJ.tlOU 

of a.l'ms, he ca.nnot have any sinceIe mtentions to do so on the bal'6 
hopes of commencing a treaty, and has a deSIgn in some mauner to 
deceIve us. Smce therefore we cannot agree to Captain Inchbil'd going 
to Gherla it IS ditected that he return forthwIth, one of the galle,) snow 
in port being sent to bung him a.way.l 

The Bombay Diary of the 23rd November has this e~try: Imported the 
l-','I1/ce of lVales, /(ing Geo1'ge, PnncBs8 Caroline, V,ictoria, UO~P, and 
Neptune from off Ghena having on board all the ~ngli8h that were 
prisoners wIth Angria (except three who entered into hIS service), their 
release havjng been obtarQ,ed by Captam James Inchbird's management.M 

In their Consultation of 24th December 1136 the Bombay Govel1\ment 
observe: OUI' crnizers im~ortitl.g tills morning from the southward J)ling
mg'In one of 'Angria's grabs WIth a vessel belongmg to the suns of 
Mulmmmad Ali, inhabitants of Surat, whom they had rescued from the 
enemy; It is agl'eed, pursuant to the ConsultatIOn of the 19th N ovcllIlwl' 
1731, that the value of the said grap, her stores and ammuniUou, he 
wvided amongst the captors -for their encouragement. As to the Slirat 
vessel It IS dilected that for the plesent she be put nnder the care of the 
marine 'paymaster, he taking an lllventory of what she has on board, 
concerning whom we shall defel' coming to any resolution tIll we find 
whether and in what manner the government 01' the owneiS at SUI'at 
may make demands on her aCt~ount. 

Ordered that the two subhed:hs taken in Angria's grab be confined 
without irons and that they have a full allowance of provisiuns and 
that the rest-M the prisoners be put in irons and. employed on the 
works With snch. an allowance of provisions as is necessary fOI thair 
subsistence. 

The President then takes notice to the Board of the pI'omise made 
by the late PI'esident and Council in the above consultation to give 
Rs~ 2tlOO at their own expense to the captOl's for every grab of Anglia's 
taken in battle, and leaves it to them in what manner to proportlOu the 
Bam~. The several'members who were present at that time acquaint 
the »Uard that though they signed the Consultation the late PreSIdent 
.and Messrs. :Lowther, Kellett, and Dickinson promised to heal' the "hole 
ex:pense. It is observed that though the said gentlemen are all absen~, 
yet as the said :promise has been mitde public on board all OUI' veRsels, It 
wonld be a great discouragement to the people in general should it not 
now be complied with. The President therefore in his own name oliel's 
to give Rs. 1000 and the rest of the ;members declining to bear any 
part of the remainder, it is agreed for the encoul'agement of OUI' p<'nple 

t Bom. Gov. Consulta.tion, 12th October 173(t, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 390. 
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that the other Rs. 1000 be paid out of the treasury on our' Honoul'able 
Mastel'S' account wInch we cannot.thmk they wIll chsapprove oU. 

Durin .... these ye!IJ's (1734-1736), as a.make-weight against the 
power ofAngria, the Bombay Gove1'llment cultIvated fuendly lelahons 
with Slili Masut-. A ConsultatIon of the 6th December 1731. has the 
follo" lllg entry: Sidi Masut represents that the people belonglllg to Ins 
slups have for some-Ume been very uneasy for want of theu' pay, and 
requests we would advance rum money to chschaJ'ge the l1ue!IJ'S due to 
them WIthout wluch he apprehends they w111 all desert him. He likewise 
deslles a few guns and other stores for the use of hIS fleet. As we 
have already been at a considerable expense in assIsting the SIWS to 
prevent the danger that would attend tIns settlement flom theu 
counhy: falhng Illto the hands of -the SMhu RJ ja or Angria., III wruch 
case we should be oblIged to make a very large addItIon to our fOlCe and 
consequently to our charges, we trunk It but prudent to endeavour to 
prevent so great an eV\1 by contmulllg our asSIstance to the Sldis, which 
expense we have a prospect of bemg repald out of the money they may 
lecover from the SUl'at government if by our means they can malntain 
that part of their conntry now in theU' po~sesslOn It is thelCfOle 
resolved that we let SlW Masut have Rs. 5000 in money and the stores 
he desu es for the use of his fleet.s 

On the 10th January 1735 the PreSIdent acquaints the lloard that 
since his al'nval he and several ol the members had conferences WIth 
Sldi Saut on the state of the Sidl's affairs and the subject of the tank/w, 
or Moghal penslOn. That Siw Saut wlil listen to no proposal for 
rehnqulf,hing the least part of the grant and seems llluch wssatisfied at 
our endeavounng to get it from them, urgmg that it is all they have 
to depend on for the support of theU' country. That Sidi Saut also 
represented the ill state of their affall's, being indebted to their soldiers 
and people, and so destitute of stores and ammunition that If we do not 
continue our a.~Slstanee to them, they have no hopes of ~eeping their 
country ont of the hands of Shahu Raja; that they intend to proceed 
to Surat Bar with their fleet for recovering the money due from that 
g(wcrnment, out of wruch he promises to pay us what they are already 
illliebted and for such farther ashistance as we shall affOld them. 

The Consultation continues: We are well convinced of the tnth·of 
what SiOi Saut sets forth m regard to theU' poverty and the danger of 
theIr counby. 'Ve greatly applehend that If we deny them our assista.nce 
at this time they may be so far wsgusted as to strIke up a peace. With 
the Shahp Raja. by 8ubmittmg to his yoke (which is the eVIl we have 
hItherto been guarding against) Thereby we should not ocly lose what 
they now owe us but they would even become our enemIes in conj unctIon 
WIth Shahu Raja and Angria. Snould not this be the immedllLte 
consequence, we are certam they would proceed with their force to 
plunder the country bordenng on Pen nver which would entirely put a 
stop to the trade carried on tlnther from this island. On the other hand 
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we have goot! reas~n to belwve they will recover a large /iL\m 'flom. t.he 
Sura1. government, and that, upon _heir fleet appearing at the Lar <IUS 
Chie~ will tx: applie~ to ~or adjusting their demands which will gi~ na, 
/tn Oppol'tumty of repaJ1n~ ourselves as far as the circumstances of the 
SidIS wi'll admit. For these ;reasons it is agreed to a~vance the SldUl 
Rs. 30,doo. We hope we' shall not be blamed fot so doing whert \JU1' 

Honourable Masters consider the danger this settlement woulJ he 
expobed to on the destruc~ion.of the Sidis; and that by OUl' aSSi&talll!e 
they have hopes of maintaining their country and we a. prORpoct of 
being reimbursed the eJl:pense we have been at on that aCcOllllt out of 
the moner they may recover II'om the Surat government. l I 

Shortlyaftel' (Febmary 1735) the Councils at Sm::at and Bombay 
were further able to benefit the Sidi by helping to !lettle the quarrel 
between him and th~ Moghal governor of Surat that l'OS8 out of the 
'seizure by the Sidi of certain Sura.t vessels to compel tho .Mogltal 
governOl' to pay him his allowance as Moghal adrniral.~ 

A Bombay Consultation or ;the 3rd Marcp contains thif! entl;Y' I 
Wrote a letter to the Chief and Fa.ctors at Surat iii. answer to thmrs 
of the 22ll.d February, ·and directed them, in case our trade Wllultl)18 
'impeded by the Moghal government on account of the. Sldis, to uct:,in 
such freight belonging to the Moors that might be on board or any 
EnglISh ship. TIns we judgeq would. induce the merchants to int{lrfore' 
for putting a speedy end-to the clifferllnoos betweell the gOVC1'll(\1 a.nJ. 
the Sidis.8 

A 'fortnight· later (March 16th) the Bombay Council rooord thti' 
followtng entry: • Imported 'the Londnn sloop from Stlrat with Mr. 
J onn Robinson on board who brought us II> letter sIgned by the Chief 
and himself, dated Hth from the Bar, advising that the Si.IiR' had 
carried away the Moors' .ships, and reques~ing us to \18e our good offices 
WIth the Sidis for returning the ships to prevent fatal conseq'lonOdB. 
The Surat g<fvernor has signed. 'an obhgation to stand by the deCIsion of 
~he Chief and sy.ndry merchants therein named who intended to !m.ve 
awarded the Sjdi a large SU:ll1 for admiral's arrears; to have settled SiJi 
Masnt in Sllrat; and to ha.ve :fixed the admiral's alloWltnca to be paid 
aIUlllalIr in. future. The' President acquaints the Board that he bail 
dCllrired this ,meeting to take into consideration the advices receiveJ last 
night (15th March) and this morning from Burat giving all account ot 
the-Bidi seizing and: carrying away the merchants' ships which would 
occaliion the rain of the city if by our persuasion the Sidili wel'e not 
prevailed on;:'o return. them. Debating hereupon, it is observed that o.i! 
the Surat merchants are jealous of the Sidis they will not consent to 1>1/,1 
them a.ny money while their ships and ~ffects remain in the Sidle' hanuY, 
Theref{)re the first step which to us seems necessary is to enueavour fo 
prevail on the Sidis to let the me;rchants' ships and 'cargoes be 'brought 
into t~ barbour which we think will in some measure pacify thtl 

. . t , , 
f,.. 
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merchants as their goods will not be liable to be plundered as whon in 
the Sidis' own port. Mr. Braddylt being nominated to procood to JanJIl'll> 

"to uiscuurse With the Sims on this OCCll.sioq. is unammously apPIOVtlLl. 
And It IS agreelt to dilect him touseall}?ossibleal'guments forprevJ.wng 
on the Sims to l~t the merohants' ships and c..'lorgoos come hIther and to 
engage on Otll' behal£ that they shall not be restOled to the Moors till the 
bldis' demands on the Sumt governor are complied wIth to satisfJ.otIon. 
'l'hat he acqumnts them" Ith the term offered by the Surat governor 
and endeavour to persuade the SidIs not to insist on too uureasonable 
terms, and at the same time to let them know we will use Otll' good offices 
for obtaining them as large a sum as possible. That he also endeavour 
to prevaJl on the SIms to send Slm Masut immedIately up to Surat Bar 
tn tIt'at mth the govelDor And as soon as anythIng IS concluded to send 
auvwe thereof express to Surat that such of the merchants whose shilJS 
ale ahno,t m a reaillness to proceed on theu voyages may take the 
lHorer measures so as not to lose the benefit of the season. Dllected 
also that a letter be now wrote to Surat to gIVe them notice of thIs OUI' 

resolutIon and that they acquaint the merchants therewlth.l 
On the 27th MalCh th~ Council record: • Received a letter from 

1\11' Braddrll adVIsing that the SldlS had at last consented to let the 
~)llpS come luther, but on condItIOn that in case the Surat governor ilid 
not eomply WIth their demands and firush their affairs to theIr satIsfaction 
WIthin twenty d.1Ys after theIr arrival at Bombay, they should have 
free hbelty to return WIth the smps. For our complIance therewith 
MI'. Bracldyllm our behalf gave them an obligahon under his hand aud 
seal He IS plepal'mg to srul With the fleet and as the crUlzers may be 
,ery servIceable, he keeps them to help tow the heavy smps and sends 
tlus adVIce that we may give the propel' olders to Surat The SldlS 
8."8Uled hIm that the smp's hatchways weJe all sealed down to prevent 
pIlferage, and he tmnks notmng has been landed except ~ome timber 
\\ meh the Subs very much wanteJ. and Its valne may be deducted out of 
the sum to be prud them by the Sumt governor.2 • 

On the 28th March: Imported the Cowan frigate from Sumt with a 
let' "1 from Mr. Lowther, dated l!6th March, oWDlng the recmpt of ours of 
the 22nd He says that from Otll' endeavouring to get the ships taken 
by the SldlS returned and ms preventIng the second Sidi flee'\; Of 
gahvats cn.l'rying away the other smps from the Bar, the merchants and 
people of Surnt seem thoroughly satisfied that we have acted a v3ry 
mSlIltercsted pal t 1etween them and the Sims He has communiooted 
onr ordels to the gentlemen 1D town and as soon as he has-an answer 
from them wIll advISe us of theu proceeding.s 

On the 2nd May the PreSident reminded- Sidi Saut of the singular 
sel'Vices we had from time to time done them. That Underi was stfll 
gamsoned by us and that at tms juncture our fleet was upon theu servICe 
at Anjanvel. That by all these means they had incurl·ed a debt to the 
('ompany of neal' Rs. 1,50,000 and that all this was done wmle there 
was lIttle hope of their being able to repay the Company in any reasonable 
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time.1 As rega,rds the Underi charges the folbwing enLry occurs ill a 
13oIDt>ay Consultabon or the 10th ':January:2 We must remark thn.t 
though the cha.l'ge of defending U nderi appears on our books to be 
Rs. 4\},785-3-47, tb.e sa.me is no more than we should have Qeen at in our 
own garrison eX(,ICptior prOVIsions to the soldIers, amIpumtlOu expende,} 
a.nd guns remainmg tllere, which two latter artlCles are charged 11t flO 
,Per cent, and the sum of Rs. 16,27i>-2-31 for asslBting the Sidis \\holly 
arises from stores supplied them at that advanoo. 

On the 23rd August the Bombay Council TecOI'd: 'l.'he VllH~C'1l 
belongmg to the Sldis bemg ahout to' depal·t for .Rajpm·l and thelf 
commanding officer having represented that they are bare of pl'ovl~jOllS 
a.nd requested us to assist them with a supply we would not wIlhngly 
disgust them by a. refusal at tlns time as we hope to lecover good 
part of theIr debt out of the money they may receIve from SUI'at. 
It IS therefore agreed to let them have 50 lI1/td,is or batty whICh the 
walehom,e keeper 18 ordered to deliver to them. 'Ihe President at the 
liaDle tIme aequainta the Board that on receipt of the last adVlces from 
Surat he Immediately wrote to Sidi Abdul Rahlman and Slili Sant to 
gi\'e orders to Surat tha' the lakh of rupees depOSIted in our beaSlll'y 
uught remain hele by whieh means he lB in hopes of recovering that 
$um :EoI' the Company. a. 

DUl'inJ the next two years (Ine-37) their common dread or the 
Manithlia SOOUl'ad the continuanoo of frieuclly I'elatlOns between the 
Engh£h and the Sidi. ()ne result or these frIendly relations was the 
establti,hment of a body of Sidl hoops at Sion Fort to help the 
gan'ison in repelllng any Maa'titha. attack. The mevitahle difference 
of opimon ar03e regarding the pay due to the Suh contmgent. A 
Consultafaon of the 5th May 1737 ]'ecords the following: The 
PreSIdent aequainta the Boald that he has several bmes heard the 
Sidi people at Sian weH~ uneasy for want of pay. He now lays 
before the Board a lettel' from Capta.in Inchbird at Sion advising lum 
that the 81m. contingent had pubhcly declared they would not 
continue without being regularly paid. ~llris being debated, it is 
-obsel'Ved that we could not well refuse to credit the Siili's aecount 
for the charges of sending and maintaining these }leople while 
thet continued here. At the same time should we consent to 
'pay them in ready money, it would amount to a. very considerable 
s1fm as they pretended to ask much greater pat than OUI' own 
people, Wlule from the unruly disposition of the common people 
,and the little obedience they have shown to the orders of their 
commanding officers we can expect no service from them but what suits 
their own incliuation and we are apprehensive that they may comnut 
doisoldel's a.nd occasion uneasine~j! among our own inhabitants. We 
,are in daily expectation of our fleet and when they arrive we hope to be 
.in II> condition to defend the island should the Marathas make any 
attempts against us, It is therefore agreed that we send the Sldi's 
people back to Rajpuri. And, that they may not go a.way disgusted, 

I Born. Gov. Consnltation, 2nd :!tray 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 17:14·35, 127 ·12'1. 
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that we give each of them one month's pay according to the mtes 
allowed our own sepoys and Rs:lOU each to the two clue! oflicets.' 

Mean"hile AnO'ria's hostility continusd to cause uneasiness. A" 
Consultahon of the 4th April IlJ7 rccords: 'rhe President 
aequamts the .Board that yestelday (3rd Apul 1737) he received 
1\ letter from Sl(li BaIal, the commandmg officer at Underi, 
"herem he says he has certam advice that Sambhljl Angria was 
{Hepaung to m\ade Underi WIth seven gmbs and thilty gahvat.'\ 
and If h~s !laVlce was hue they mIght be expected about thIS time. 
Wheleupon the President lmmedtately gave notice to Capt:un 
1VtlhalllSon to put lus slup in a plOpel postllle and the said Captam 
now present. the followmg letter to the Board: Hearing that your 
Honour h,\8 received certain adVICe that Angria's fleet IS expected 
hele every da.y and that your Honour has some thoughts of sendmg 
the Decker out with what other force you can Ipake to frustrate lus 
dC'Igns, this IS to !IC'luamt your Honour that now I am ready WIth 
the smd slup to obey yoUl' HonoUl's commands. But I hope you 
'nIl conSIder that the smd flup is sent out as a slup for trade In thtl 
Honoumble Company's serVIce. She is by-Chm-ter Pm-ty obhged to 
defllnd herself agamst any ships or vessels that shall attack 01' molest 
her In hCI smd voyage j "but I do not apprehend she is to be fitted 
out as a man-of-war to seek an enemy WIthout some secUl'lty to the 
pwnel's to m,.ke good what damages may theleby accrue eIther to the 
slup furnIture 01' stoles. 'Ilus I hope YOIll' Honour Will conSIder of; 
and as you have a plecedent of the Fot'dwil'h at Bengal, I hope the 
ownels may have the same security which will obhg,e me very lewly to 
obey your commands.s 

On the above letter from Captain Williamson, it is observed that 
by the ChuteI' Party the Company ale entitled to the use of 
the bhlp both 11l hade and warfale, and we could produce lDstances 
to Ill'ove that the same ha& been practised and never before objected 
to. Whelefore we cannot consent to what the CaptaIn desires. 
Yet as it IS reasonable that the Honourable Company should be at 
,~II" rh1Jg'e of what mnmuruflon may be expended on this occasIOn, it 
18 aglCed that III answer to the CaptaIn's letter the SecretaI'y SIgnIfy 
the ~ame III wl'ltmg, leaving any damage the ship may lecClVe. to. be 
adjublAld between the Honourable Company and the owners In England. 
As we hav(' not vessels of the Honourable Company at plesentoable 
to cop .. WIth "lleh a fleet ae it is repol-ted the enemy designs t<4 send, 
thc Ple-u:kuL on thIS occaSIOn offers the slups Cal'Qlina and Fame 
lJclonglllg to hImself and others to be employed as shall be found necessary 
the Honourable Company putting on board such stores and ammunitio~ 
as may he wanted and making g-Ood any damaga either of the spipa 
may leceive. This being so reasonable the Board unanimously accept 
the offcr,s 

The bame Consultation (4th April 17 37) contmues: As we hourly 
expect the Prtnce vf Wales gaUey from Surat, ordered that the shipa 
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pl,'oceed a.s s~on as possible without the mouth of the harbour. If 
they c:u.,cover the enemy's fleet, that they immediately attack them to 
prevent their landing any force upon U nderi; and should the Pl'1nce 
of Wales galley appeal' and-the enemy stand towal'ds her, that our ships 
make the best of their way to her rehef. Ordered thq,t the Prince uf 
Wales galley likewise join them and that they lie neal' to the mouth of 
the harbour to observe such signals as shall be made from the FOl-t.l 

The rumour of Baanbha.ji's invasion seems to have been false. :Four 
days later (8th April) the Council write: Having reason to believe 
that the report of Sambhaji Angria's design to come to the nOl'thwal'J 
wIth Ius fleet is without foundatwn, it IS agreed that the Decker be 
ordered to retul'D into port as it is now time to get her in readIness to 
prosecute her mtended voyage.2 

With the close of the rains Baanbhaji and Man:!ji Angria who had 
made up their quarrels again becaane troublesome. On the 26th 
A ugust the President aiqualnts the Boald that two days ago (24th 
August) he received, intelligence that the Shahu Raja. had got togetho1' 
a body of 20,000 foot and 50,000 horse. '1 hat 20,000 of the horse wme 
designed against Goa, an'll as many against Daman, and that with the 
remamder of the force they were resolved' to attack Bombay. The 
patamars who arrived last night report that they were detained three 
days at Thana duringwhich tinIe 5000 VJ,en caane to that place. Resol ved 
whether this intelligence pt'ove true 01' not, it is our duty to be in constant 
readmess to defend ourselves. It is therefore directed that strict orders 
be gIven to the commanders of the several outforts to keep a careful watch 
in their respective posts to prevent the enemy getting upon the it>lalld 
by a sUI·prise.s 

On the 1st September the President acquaints the BOald with the 
substance of a letter received two days before from the Bidi officer at 
Underi advising that SambMji Angria had fitted and sent out part of 
his fleet to interccpt the vessels expected from Mokha. That on l'eceipt 
of thIs notice h~ had desu'ed Commodore Massey to get his ship In 

readiness al.1d had ordered two of the cruizers to be also ,got rcady 
which would- be done by to-morl'OW night (2nd September), and he 
now desires the opinion of the Board on this occasion. A messenger 
wl1l> IMl'l'ived this day from Goa lIkeWIse infolms the President that htl 
put into Gheria in his passage hither where there lay only foul' grallS 
thOlfgh as- we are told SambMji has not less than 13. '1 he 
Consv.ltatIon proceeds: The Victoria from Mokha is indeed this instant 
arrived. But the Kiog George and the .ship laden with coffee do not 
YElt appeal' and the Heathcote also from England is daily expected. In 
fhese circumstances as our vessels p.re nearly in readIness we think we 
shololld be mexcusable not to send them out whether the report proves 
true 01' not. For if by neglecting so to do any accident should happen 
we should justly incur the censure of our Honourable Masters. 
It is therefore agreed that the Wilmirwton, B1'itannia, and Pl'ince8~ 
Oarolina be sent out as soon as they are ready to Cl'Uize the latitude of 
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about IS} and about 40 to 50 fathom water which is in the tract that 
vessels from Mokha gonerally come, and near the place whe1e thc 
enemy's vessels may be expected to cruize should the report of thCIr 
being gone out prove true.! • • 

On the 19th 5eptember 1737 a Consulta.tion records: As the 
monsoon seems now blOken, the President recommends to the considet-:1tIon 
of the Boald in what manner to employ our fleet the ensuing season 
1'0 as to prevent the enemy dOlllg"llllScbief and pronde fOl° the safety 
of the lsbnd. Vie are convmced of the necesHty of bloclong Angrla 
III Ius ports, or It wlll be nnposSlble for any of the trading slups or 
vessels to go up and down the coast. And as Angl1oa's fleet have orten 
endeavoured to pUbh out whlle our vessels have been lying before his 
ports, we apprehend the lVilmington ",ill not be of so much sernce in 
that respoct as our own C11llZel s, as she cannot go so near III shOle 
nOl should they attempt to push It can she follow the enemy so olose, 
not saJ.lmg so well as our vesselso The Untam!ia, King George, and 
Prlllce of Wales galleys WIll be in leadiness for trus service to go 
down ,nth the MOlhnta!Jlle. The Victorw, Rose and Princess Garohne 
can 10ehe\'e them by the time theIr provisIOns tuay be expended. Not 
to weaken oursl'lves too much by the detachments to be sent on board 
Ollr fleet, the soldlOrs ",ho shall go in the Britanma and the two 
galleys may be put on board the other cruizers who relIeve them. It is 
thelefole agreed that the srud three vessels, the 81"iiannia, Ktng 
Georg", and Plwce of W(tles galleys, be sent to he off the enemy's ports 
and watch the motions of rus fleet, as we judge them of SUffiClllllt 
fltrength to cope Wlth any fOlce he can put to sea02 • 

Glea.tly as the spread of Matatha powelO disqUieted the guru'dians of 
13ombJ.)' thell' posItIOn was one almost of safety compared WIth that of 
the Portugue~e, who, except to the courage and devotIon of their 
Genelal of the North, had lIttle to trust in opposing the flood tide of 
l\Ialatha success which, unchecked, they knew must destI°<1' all trace of 
tlwlr long-estabh"hed power. To supplement the shortcomings of 
then oWn pl'eparahons they conld look nowhere except'to the vigorous 
folt,slght of theu former l'lval Bombay. 

The 2Rth March 1737 the PresIdent acquaints the Board that he had 
debil ed t1us meeting to consider what steps are propelO to be taken by Us 
on the plOgless made by the Mal'athlts in their invasIon of the island of 
Salsette He mforms the Board that last Friday he received a le\ter 
flOm the General of the North wherem he wrItes he has advice of 
J.bratha deSIgns to invade his territories but he does not. seem under 
any concern thereat, as he says he had prepared for their loeception 
so far as III lOason he ought 01' could doo But yesterday he received 
another letter from the sald General advismg that he Was then under aI'ros 
ami that the enemy were come over the river of Thana which he sup
pORCd ""ould La sufficient to induce hlm (the President) immediately 
:u send him "hat succours he could spare, consistent WIth the friend
ship and alhance between the two nations. Whereto the Pl'esident 
answeled that he was very SOlTY fOl° the unhappy situatlOn of theuo affairs 
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and the mOl'e so since it was not in his power to give them assistance. 
For besides the apphca.tion comlllg tuo late (the enemy having passed 
the river), all our spare force is absent from the island on bOaId our 
fleet and at Tellicherry. Beveral people come from Salsette this mOl'Uing 
confirm the loss of Thana, and that the General of the North was re
tIred from thence. AdVice is just now received fron: Captain Douglas 
Commander of Mahim fort that the Marathlis are come within siO'ht 
of Bandra, and this mOlmng one lilf the Padres came over to req:est 
us to send assistance ,to defend the convent which is fortified with two 
bastions. The Presiaent farther acquaints the Board that upon the 
first notice of the fdarathas' success, he ordered leinforcements to be 
fent to the several Qut-forts, with orders to be upon the11' guard against 
any attempts the M-arathas might make upon them, and he now dcsires 
the oplllion of the Boald in what manner to proceed. Taking this Into 
consIderation we are not to doubt, if the Marathas fix themselves upon 
Salsette, but they will prove very troublesome neighboUls and be en
couraged to make attempts upon this island. At least (as we can ne\'er 
t~'ust them) that will obhge us to be at a constant additional expense in 
keeplllg double guardS-In the several -out-forts fronting Salsette. 
The Board being of opinion that if by our sending assistance to the 
convent at ~andra which lies WIthin gunshot of Mahim fort, we can 
defend the pltlce from the MaratMs, it will give the Portuguese some 
little spll'it and prevent for the pres6'llt the molestation the Marathas 
may be IncJined to give us. It is therefore ag'l'Ced that we send them 
an officer aml 50 men if the place is found tenable, provided the PadIe 
Superiol will engage under his hand that the expense we may be at shall 
be J'elmbursed, and' make over the convent with the lands appertaimuO' 
thereto fOl', our secunty. Directed that the necessary prepalahons b~ 
made and the proper olders issued with the utmost expeditIOn.l 

Two days later, the 30th March 1737, the President observes to the 
Board that IioS the Marath:is are become masters of the whole Island of 
Salsette except the church at BandI'a and the smallfort at V arsova(V esava), 
and as we hav~ httle reason to doubt but such an easy conquest wlll 
enCOUl'ag'e them to make some attempts upon this island, lt behoves us to 
,hmk 9f putting our .garrisons III a proper postUle of defence, and $S be
t~ecn Maillm and Suri three 01' foul' places in the river, that parts tros island 
f1'OlU 'Salsette, are fordable at low water and but ill prOVIded agaInbt an 

. att~ck, the securing them ought to be first thought of. The Pl'esJdeut 
therefore proposes to the Board to raIse breast-wOlke opposite to eath of 
thostpasses that can be commanded from the ahOle, and that the glllb 
taken D'om Jtngria be mounted WIth guns, and that a flat boat hclong'lDg 
to the Honourable Company be fitted up and lIkewise mounted WIth guns 
to lie as ncar as pOSSIble to such 'Of the passes as are not commanded 
from the shore, and the President offers the Fmne frigate now iu the 
!oad belonging to himself to be employed on this occasion as fhe may 
he wanted. These preparat~onB bemg so absolutely necessary for the 
safety of the island we must agr~e to them, though the same may be 
attended with some expcnse. Further the Board ale sensible that the 
number or men at present in OUl' pay is fal:short of what would he 
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wanted for the defence of the island, ~hould it be athloCked. Aud as the 
safety of the Island does in 110 gl'oot measme depend upon prel'Cutmg 
an enemy's l.\udmg, the Borud au) unammously of opmlOn that we 
ought to l1lell'aSe the number of ow' fightl'ug men and put OUI' forts 
and gaillsons \n a conmhon of makmg the best defence 1)os8111e, 
It lS accOldlUgly aglee(l that \\e raise 4UU 01' 5UO sepoys 'Hth an e011-
,ellll'nt ~pced that the necessary leprurs be gIven to the sevClal forts 
upOU the lsla~d, and that they be fumi.hed ,uth everything that slmll 
l,e jndO'etillecessary for theIr defence, and that stllct Olders be gIven to 
the se,~ral cornmandmg officels to be watchful in their posts to prevent 
a sUlpnse, 

The Ple~lticnt then observes that our cl'llizers are oldeled-to touch at 
GO.1in theIr letUl1l from Tellicherry and to wruHor the P,'wee of Wales 
galley, "ho "e plOpoEed to send tluther to jom them and brmg up 
anack for the ~el'VlCe of the island. It IS now thought convcment 
to alter thlS lesolulion, as the Crruz(,IS "luting any trme at Goa mIght 
be of ,elY bad consequence, and as we know not ",hat occaSlOn we may 
ha,-e fOl them, and as we suppose the gentlemen at Telhcherry have 
coucluded a peace Wlth the Kanans, we hope-they WIn be able to 8pru'e 
some of the people flOm theIr garnson, It is thelefOle agleed to de
Sl)atch a bO<1l lll~tantly to ca11 at Goa, and thele ledge Oldels for OUI' 
vessels makIng the best of thell' way ruther, and that then she proceed 
to Telhchell'Y WIth our direchons to the gentlemen (in case the vessels 
~honld not have left; that pOl't) to send up lU company with them such 
of the gahvats and as many men as they can pOSSIbly spMe. But .honId 
the crulzels be salled, that they send up the gahvats WIth as many men 
as they can take m, And debatmg whether It would not be proper on 
tlus occa~lOn to detain the Deckej', It 18 observed that though her men 
at thiS jnnctUle mIght be of great service to us, yet as the kecplllg her 
bllit IS too late to touch upon the coast would overset our Honourable 
Mabters' seheme 1U sendmg her tlus roundabout voyagw, we are very 
unwllhng to do It. But It IS agleed that we do not despatch her tIll the 
lOth or 12th of next month (April 1737), "hen w~ shall be able to 
jndge whether we shan be III such absolute want of her men as to 
detam the slup longer. It lS hkeWlse observed that the Hall1jatr is 
expected every moment to al'llve at 8urat and the detaining that ~l~ tIll 
July 01' August Wlll be attended with less lUconvenience or detllment 
as we do not apprehend that thme win be any gleat difference 1». th~ 
plice of cotion in the Bay between May and September, Therefore 
It IS aglef'd that we duect the gentlemen at Surat to Older thee Com
mander to can at this port in his passage to BengalJ tha~ If it shall be 
-found necessary we may detaIn the ship here.1 

The 4th April ]737 the President communicates to the 'Board. the 
'Substance of sunm'y letters he had received from the General of the 
N 01 th and the Commanders of other forts in the bands of the Portuguese 
l'egaldmg assistance of men and ammunition, all of which he had answered 
to the following effect: That the enemy bemg so near our own 
doors we are obhged to ,Provide for our safety, and that we have not 
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more men and ammunition than will be necessary for our defence in 
case ~ should be attacked. Other~ise we should have reailily assisted 
them as far as we could sPJI're and they could pay for. This the Board 
approves.! , . 

The Chief aud Factors at SUl'at in a letter of 10th April 1737; 
express then concern at our situation, occasioned by the Mara,1.has, and 
shall endeavour to enlIst 200 sepoys for the SelTICe of the island.2 

Ordered that the,gentlemen at Surat enlist on the best terms they 
can 100 or 150 good sepoys and that they send them down hIther wIth 
such cattle and gram as they can procure and get conveyances for 
before the I'llins, having reason to beheve we shall be in want of the 
latter articles.s . 

The 27th April 1737 the President communicates to the Board the 
substance of a letter which in answer to one from himself he had 

-received since onr last @eeting £I'om Chimllliji, the commandmg 
officer of the Marathas at Thana. In this Chimnaji seems to 
consent to accept of the PresIdent's medIation between the Portugllc80 
and the Marathas provid~d he wlll send a person with his proposals. In 
answer whereto the Plesident wrote him that he should bc very glad to act 
as mediator to accowmodate matters between them and the POI tug'ue~c, 
but as he could not tell what terms either the Portuguese 01' MaralMa 
would lllsi$t on, he apprehended it WQuld be more proper for Clumnliji 
to send a person with his demands hithcr, and he would sigmfy the 
same to the General of the North that he might also authol'lze one to 
treat on his part when the President promised to use ,his goed offices 
for bringing about 6 reconciliation. This answer the Boald approves.' 

At the same Consultation (27th April) the Plcsident acqu&mts the 
Board that he has received a letter £I'om the VicelOY of Goa, advising 
him that he is preparing to send up his fleet with succours for regammg 
then' territori~s from the Marathas, the vessels being prOVIded with 
provisions and ammunition for their own expense. But that he could 
not send up any powder for Bassein, which he depended upon the Plesi· 
dent to furDlsh as well as such other stores and ammunitIon as should he 
wanted, The President also last night l'eceived letters from J3aHeill 
requesting hlm to supply them with 150 barrels of gunpowder, whelCto he 
had dr~wn up an answer acquainting them that we have not more powder 
ill store thaD' will be sufficient for our own occasions, and therefore 
cannot comply with theIr request. It is observed they had already 160 
'barrel§, and we have not more than about 800 in store. If we com
ply with theu-daily demands of 10 01' 20 barrels at a time, wo ~hal1 
drain ourselves, and never be free from their importunities. The rrc8i· 
dent's answer to the above letter is .therefore apJ;lroved.5 • 

111e same Consultation continues (27th, April 1737): The 
President recommends to the Board, to take into conSIderation what 
part it will be propel' for us to act in the present juncture though 
it will not be prudent to come to a final resolution till we know fur 
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t't' l bm "h.lt force the POI tngll~se can mise. Au l(lle propoool has 
been made £,1f }WrIluttmg the Malilth \S to conquer Sulsette an~l 1'11-
\dtl'h- heat "Ith them £01 dulmmug It to tft; Besides the pelhdy of 
~u('h ~n acbon m leg.ud to the POltllguG;>e and the mlscruefs It mIght 
bl mg upon our Honourable Masters from that nahon, so many objechons 
aud dlillculhes OCCl,U agamst so heacherous a scheme that we can by no 
means thmk of undertakmg It, "ele we even secure of the event. It 
IS then dehated how far It may be prudent to asSist the Portuguese. I,n 
tll!' H'gald It IS observed that, so long as the Mal':Hhtis contmue on 
S.11'ette, we shnll be put to an extraOldmary expense m mamtrumng an 
adilitlOual £olce for the secunty of the ISland. We shall be obliged to keep 
the outposts well gualded to plevenb a sudden mvaSlOn of whlCh we should 
othel wise be l'ontmually appiehensive as that island lies so conhguous 
to thiS, and thele bemg so many passages fordable at low water. If 
therefole the Portuguese can l'3Jse such a force that with our assistance 
the dllvmg the :;\faritMs from SaJsette may be attempted With hopes 
of success It Will behove us to jom With the POltuguese. On the 
othel hand 8hould It be judged that the Mruathas rue too powerful for 
us both, we must be content to sit quiet under a heavy e:;.pense, as there 
",,11 he no dependence to be had on the faIth of the Marathas, even 
8hould the~ eng-age to live on the stuctest terms of fdendshlp WIth us ; 
but our safety will (as alJeady obmrved) depend on our bemg constantly 
plOpaled to flustrnte theIr attempts. i 

,!,hc next day (April2Sth) the PreSIdent acquamts the Board that he has 
deSIred thlb meetmg to commurueate to them the substauce of a. mes~age 
he receIved trus morning by a subhedar from the Port"uguese Captam III 

the fOit of Sabage called Bella Flor,2 ImportIng that he IS III the utmost 
dlbhe-s for want of water and ammurubon, and that unless we send rum 
SUCCOlllS lwfore mght he shall be obliged to deliver up the })lace to the 
enemy The SaId subhedar reports that there are 500 of the enemy's men 
very neal' the fort and about 4000 at some further dl6tance. 'rhe PresI
dent desues the opmion of the Board what resoluhon it WIll be proper 
to take on the present occasion. It IS observed that even were It in our 
po\' ~r to send the necessary supplies for relievmg the said fort, the tIme 
given IE. too short for us to make the necessary preparatIons. Fu~thOl', 
as the enemy are so near as to have IOlmedIate notice of our undertakmg 
buch an expellitlOn, we should expose the island to theu attempts, as 
we eannot pretend to send any succours without taking off the people 
statlOned to g'uard the passes from Salsette to this Island. Even ·Wlth 
the bc~t force we might send the enterpnze would M extremely 
hazardous, conSIdering how closely the fort is blocked up and the number 
of the cnemy. We are seuslble that by this fort falling mto the hands of 
the Marathas, they will become masters of a large tract of land and m~y 
the more eabuy get the entire possesslOn of one SIde of this bay (when 
they Wlll have It m theIr power to dIstress this island) which we should 

_ }'" glad to prevent. But the short space of time, the danger our own 
iHland would be exposed to wrule our forces were absent, and the 
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hazu,r<lof the attempt to relieve the :place with the small number of men 
in comparIson wIth the eurmy's force, are too wCl~hty objedlOlls 
against the undertakmg, i'he Captain Commandant LelOg ealletl and 
entirely concurrmg wlth us in tlns opllllOn, It is reoolv'ed tt) docliuC' the 
attempt. I 

Next mo:rnmg (29thApl~11737) came~ews that the fort of SaLagc was 
yesterday dehvered up to the Marathas, the garrison being pCl'Iuitteu 
to march out under arms wIth tlIeir baggage.2 

A week later (the 4th May 1737) a Portuguese frigate arrived from 
Goa wIth about 300 soldiers and some ammurution to defend tbmr 
northern t(\rntorJes from the Marathas.3 

Next day (the 5th May 17Si) the PreSIdent acquaints the Boald that 
having had a long confelence WIth PedIO de Mello~ commandant of 1be 
forees€entflom Goa by the Vlceloy, he finds the fligatehru; I)) ought up 
only suO men, httle ammurutlOn and no spare arms, the J)Ol'il1;.,nlew 
cxpectmg we .hould £lllnish them WIth everythmg they might "ant. 
Accordlllgly the said PedlO de Mello had applIed to hIm £01' men, powder, 
and al'lllS. In reply the -President gave him to understaml we had no 
more than suffiment for OUI' own defence and therefOle he could not tluuk 
It consIstent with prudence to part wlih any. At thIS Ped,.o de Mello 
I'eemed lughly disgusted, telhng thll President the POl'tugueFe natiun 
wcre not actually obliged to us for any assistance we gave them, blDCC 

it was as much oUI' mtel est as thel1's to prevent the desIgns of the 
Mar.ithas. However he having been Slllce very plessmg for a sllpply of 
powder, as their ~pendlllg upon us had prevented theIr bunging up a 
suffiClent quantity from Goa, and upon enquiry finding we have IJ,bout i)lJO 
barrels in stole besides what has been delIvered the gunner and the eeveraJ 
out-forts, it is agreed that we let him have as fat as 100 barrels i 

The 21s\ May 1737, as aU the forces which the PortllglH.'hC ('an 
possIbly have thIS se1son from Goa, consist of ouly 300 mcn, till' 
debate IS resumed what part Will bemos'lprudent for ns to act in lcgald 
to the Mara',has. The Board is unanimous that, If 0111' fOI'('e, 
joined with the Portuguese, ~hould be judged capable of wlth~tand
lllg the MaratMs or sufficient to regain the Island of SflJsettc, om 
coming to hostihb.es with the Marathas would be mOle ehglble ihan onr 
continuing III our present state. Because if the Maratbas wele l'emo\cd 
from SIlIsette, we Ehonld be under no apprehensions of danger flom them, 
uor°be oblIged to contInue the gleat addItional expenEe we ale now at tv 
secure onneLves against them while they lemam upon {hat ihlaud ShU 
when we consIder the great number of men the MaratMs can at any 
time bnng lUto the field, they appear too powerful for the I'ortug'urFc 
afidoul' united force to stand agamst, and (accol'dmg to information \\c 
have receIVed) ihey are too well secul'ed in Thana for us to hope to Ilxpel 
them Therefore seeing that{1S we mioht draw O'l'eat inconvenJenc(,R upon 
ourselves be.sides a heavy expense by d~clal iug against them, it is re~()h cu 
not to do It unl~ss a very favourable oppoliunity offers of effeebng 

I ~orn. Gov ConsultatIOn, 28th Aprll1787, Pub. D,Rry 10 of 1736-37, 110·111. 
: om. Gov. DJary, 29bh Aprl11737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-57,111 • 
• Born Gov D,ary. 4th May 1737, Pub. DIary 10 of 1736-37. 113. 
4 Born. GO\'. ConsultatIOn, 6th May 1737, I'ub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, lIS. 



l1"torial;;,) 

AND ISLAND. 1 &7 

some:lllng eOnFldel'ahle agaiust t~em. 'We do not ,,",mt Pl'et('~.ts for 
bl't'.11'1";'; \uth them, as they h:we not only leful"ed to POlllllt prOYl'llIUS 

lx>1Il2; b'(>11"h. to this island fTom any part ~f thC'Il' country, bllt h,m~ 
Je~u,l11r sCll:t'd and demmed seveial boa~ belongmg to tIns l~l.tnd, some 
of whom wele fem "ith money to pl'Ocure batty fI'om other 1).11'1:8. 

A plOpoEal18 then mttde for sendmg over a person to CbImu,lji, the 
comntandm~ otlicer or the MarathRs at Thana, to demand the lCshtuhon 
(.f th3 boats they have taken and the free trade of the 1'lVeIS as f01medy ; 
to deme to know how far he 18 resolved to ploceed agambt the POI'tu
'~ne~e whAh~r to make an entIre conquest of their counb Y, if not, 
~hat 'tclms hI:' will accept from them and to hInt to C'hiIllllDJI that 
accol'(hug to hIs answer we shaU frame our future couduct As we 
tlunk no 111 consequences can attend tills step, I~ IS unllmmously ag-reed 
to and debating \\ he ther to scnd an Enghshman or a native, we thmk the 
FOlmer mIght look lIke too g'leat a condescension, nor could we depend 
upon l1Wll' Dot detaming rum. It is therefore rosol,ed that Ramjl 
l'al LllU, a palson of capacIty and experience, be appointed on tIllS 
SCHICe I 

The 3rd June 1737 the President acquaints the Board that he has 
reeen ell a It'ttm from RamjI Parbhu at Thana, advismg rum that he 
has dl'lCOUlSed WIth ChImD3jl on the pomts he was ordered; who 
l)rOmI~ed to return the boats tM~ had been taken belonging to thIS 
J.~land and to grant us the free trade o£ the rivers, provIded we WIll 
undel take to protect them from the molestation of the Portuguese. 
In answer to wmch the President had ordered Ramji to represent to 
Cillmnnji that we can by no means enter into SUCll engagement, but 
that \\0 will Tlsk 6U1" own boats, not apprehendmg that the Portucruese 
mil offel to molest them> that he also hint to Clumnajl that Osuch 
delays of complymg with lull promises cannot but give us room to 
BURP(>ct he alms at deceIving us, and that therefore the PJeilident insist'! 
on hIS posItIve auswer whereby we should be guided in our future 
resolutIOns, wlnch answer tha Board approves.s • 

1'he same day (3rd June 1737) the Marine Paymaster lays he£ore the 
Board au account of timber bought at Bassein on the Hon'ble Company's 
account whICh was lying at Thana ,,:hen the MaratMs took that plac~; 
and was there ~elzed by them, amountmg to Rs.2093-3-23. Wbereupon 
the PreRldent 18 desired to order Ramji Parbhu to demand the restituaon 
thereof from Ch,mnaji theu commanding officer.s _ 

'rhe same day (3rd June 1737) the President observes to the BOald 
that on the commencement of the present troubles in the PortuO'uese 
country, the grab of Angria!s takeIlPY our cruizers was statiQll~d to 
guard one of the passes in the river between trus iAland and Sv.lsetle. 
It 1S shU thought proper to contmue her, for, as there is little room to 
hope but that the Marathtis will remain on Salsette, we shall be in want 
nf a vessel to give eonv:oy to the northern trade, as the guardIng the passes 
will e~ploy the greatest part of our galivats. The captors have bce~ 

I Born. Gov. Consultation, 21st May 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1786-37,125 
• Boot. OOY. OOllsult&twn, Srd June 1787, pull, Dlary 10 of 1736-37, 1:~O" 
J Hom; Gov, ConsultatIOn, 8rtlJullB 1731. Pub. DiAry 10 of 1736-37, 120. 
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broun-ht to consent to part with the sai.d grab on condition she was taken ". .. for Rs. 4000, whICh being so much cbeaper than we Can propo.e to lJUlld 
lit vessel for and a vessel be1~g !l.psolutely necessary, it is agreed that we 
take her on the Honourable Company's account at that rate, anu illrected 
that the amount be paid out of the treasury.! - . 

The lOth June 1737 the President acquaints the Board that Ra'mji 
Parbhu returned from Thana SInce our last meetmg, and brought with 
him an order from Chlmnaji for restormg the bO:1ts and cargoes belong
ing to this island taken by the MaratMs Chmlllaji also promiRcd that 
we should be permitted to trade up the rivers as formerly, ndt desired 
we would desist from sendmg boats into the rIvers of Thana or Pan vel 
while their aisputes with the Portuguese continue, as it wIll not he safe 
for them to trust any boats passmg up and down those two l'lvers j 

that Chimn~ji declares he will accept of no terms from the Portugllese, 
beinO' resolved entirely to cc,nquel' their country; but that it is his mclma
tton to preserve a stnct friendship With us. Ramji Purbhu having been 
at the expense of Rs. 74.< for travelhng charges and during h,s continn
ance at Thana, directed ~at the Eame be paId him out of the treasury.2 

The 4th July the President observes to the Board that at the com
mencement of the present troubles between the Portuguese and the Mara· 
thas, a stop was put to the exportation of all warlike stores flOm this 
island, to prevent the MarMhiis gettlD~ the same into their hands, in wh](:h 
prohlllltion lead was included. As It will be neceEsary to continue the 
prllhibition during these commotionq we are assured that the leadlJing on 
our hands will not fetch more than Rs. 7 per palcf! man, and, fwm the 
course of the marllet III BenO'al havinCl' reason to beli~ve it will sell for 
more there, and our Hon. M~sters in the 48th paragraph of thoir com
mands of the 2nd July] 736 received by the Del leer, III such case recoro
mendmg to us sendmg ,it thither, it is unanimously agreed that after 
l'esel'ving w~t shall be judged sufficient fol' the serVlCe of the it-land, 
the l'emainder be shipped on board the Grafton.s 

The 8th July" 1737 the PreSident acquaints the gentlemen that the 
reason of desirmCl' thiS meeitnCl' is to take into considerabon wl1at palt 
is proper for us to act in the p~'esent state of the island. At the same 
twne .he lays before them the following abstract of our forces, military 
and marine. 

• BOMBAY FORCES, 1737. No • Tot .• I. 
A .Jl!ltlal·Y :I.WI! . 1. Europeans (Illclu(hng Officels) 449 

2 TO)la.ses 817 
8. Sepoy. 94d 

B .JlartnerB 411 
1. EUI'}f.eans (1ll~lndll1g Offi~er.) 299 
2. At okha . 115 

Total 2023 

He then desires the opinion of the gentlemen present whether" ith tlle 
above force and the assisbnce of three' Europe ships it wll1 be pruuunt 

! Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 3rd June 1737, Pub DIary 10 of 1736 37.1:10 
" Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 10th Juno 1737, Pub Dl1Iry 10 of 1736.37. 13i. 
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to undertake any thing agam&t t.lle common enemy Anglia by hyul. If 
not "hether we can" Ith hQP~s of success attempt to destroy Ius grabs 
in 'his ports Observiug at the same umlil that as the Mal'Uthtls are 
so near us It will be necessary to keep ~uch a palt of the above fOlce 
upon the ihland.as shall be thought sufficient to frustlate the attempts 
th!'.' may IDJ,ke agamst us. 

The gentlemen unanimously agree that the safely of the Island 
ou)!ht to be first considered. Not one of them is of opmlOn that wIth the 
{olce we can ,entUle to send any thmg can be attempted agamst 
An= by land wIth hopes of success, as flom the best mformahun we 
hav~ been able to obtam, the enemy has constantly m pay 15,UUU or 
16,000 men and upon a very shol't warDln~ can I'alSe bUUU more. 
As we could not expect to undert.lkc any such expedlhon WIthout the 
enemy gaming mtelhgence of our deSIgn, he would ha,e hme to make 
apphcahon to 8hahn Raja, who can and III such cases would scnd a 
large number of men to ms assistance. For these reasons It lS thought 
comemcnt to lay aSIde all thoughts of makmg an expemtlOn by land 
agamst the enemy. 

The mohon, whetherthe destroYlllg the enemy's grabs in his own ports 
could not be effected, being next taken lUtO conqdetatIon and the opmlon 
of the gentlemen asked theleupon, Captam Walker, Captam Inchbird, 
and some of the commanders of the crUlzers who have been m the rIver 
of Gheua and are acquamted WIth the situatIon of the fort, mform the 
Board that when the enemy's grabs are lU that flver, they are 
constantly hauled up mto a bay qUIte round the fort Vllneh forms a half 
moon and that they he close to two lmes of guns near the water SIde and 
a new tOWel lately bUIlt ",meh enID ely commands the nver and hay 
"hew the grabs be; that 1D dark mghts there are lIghts constantly 
LUlmng upon the nver and a careful and stnet wakh IS kept by the 
enemy And whatever vessel or boat goes mto the nve», must pass so 
close by then fortIficatlOns that the SaId gentlemen apprelll'nd it IS not 
posbible for them to do It Ulimseoveled, "hence It Is"beheved that the 
makmg such an attempt" ould prove meffeetual, and It is thelefOle 
JlOpped. 

'rhe Plesident then recommends to the gentlemen to con"tder whether 
with our present force we could make any attempts WIth reasonable 
hopes of dislodging the Mar!itMs from Th-ina fort, acquaJ.ntmg-them 
th.1t by hlb late~t adnees thele wele 2000 men m the place aIlll more 
dally retUlning from befOle Bassem. Capt Inchblld, wlw IS acqu.tinted 
WIth the situatlOn of the place, being asked concernmg It, Informs the 
Boald that no attack can be made by us upon the mam fort without 
l'asl'lng by a small fort bUIlt m the nhddle of the rIver, and three batteries 
lately raised by Manajl Angria's people who assIsted the MarathUs III thetr 
pI'esent expemtion, and also being exposed to the fire from three other forts 
that did belong to the Portuguese and are DOW III the Marathas' posses
SIOn. That there are also two strong lines of guns along the water sirle 
wmeh must be pabsed III order to come at the propel' landin<r place. 
The gentlemen are un~nimously of opimon that whatever can be done by 
us must be by a surprIse, as should the Maratbas have the least notico of 
our de~i6n they could immediately draw together such a number of men 
that we could not venture to attack them w~th all the fOl'ce we could 
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spare, aml ~hould we even lesolve to attempt to surptize Thana {mt, 
we must tlan~pOl't 0111 men ill open bo:its and galivats. As they \\ uuIt) 

-have bO many dIlIieulbes to .cncounter lU bemg ob116 e(1 to paRS hy bllCh 

a Jarge number of fortIficabons before they could lanJ, it l~ le,u'un
able to presume that the loss of men "QuId be greater.thGl.u we eoulll 
bear and the success of the enterpl'lse very uncertam. TlHlfO Hi\ eml 
objectIons carry such weIght with them that the gentlemen are \lnUlU

mOil sly of opmlon that we ought not III prudence to attempt an l1IHI"r
iakl!lg attended WIth so much hazald and drfficulty wluclut is thou·role 
agreed to declmc,l 

The 12th July 1737 the Pre8id:ent lays be£Olethe Boalll therllo
ceedmgs of the counell of war held labt 'Fuday (8th July 17:]7), thtl 
result of whIch appears to be the unammous oplDlOn of all tho~o 
who were Plesent that WIth our present fOl'ce no extIaordrnarJ expeditIOn 
can with hopes of success be undertaken agamst the common cUl'my 
Angria; nor that we shall be able to drslodge the Marath{ s from 
Thana, We thorefore judge It unnecessary to put the Hon. Com}l3.uy to 
the expense of demurlage in detallllllg any of then' shlPs except the 
lVillltington It is accor~nglJ agleed that we continue m our 1000-

Iuhon to despatch the GraJlon from 8urat Bar to take in a lo:1ub~ 
of cotton for Bengal, if we find the gentlemen are able to prO('lllc it j 
and that we despatch the Afollnfaglte ~th the saltpetre and redwood in 
warehouse as soon.as the season WIll adnut of her touchlllg at 'rolli
cherry to take m her cargo of pepper as we designed.2 

The 11th August 1737 the President lays before the Council the 
following: Memolla' of Padre Rcdl'lgo d'Estlada on the part of Dun 
Antomo CaHhn Froes, General o£ the N 01 th for the Portnguel'e, (hted 
Mahim 9th August: Honoured 811', - The Captam Gencral of the 
forts and terrItories of the North Don Antonio Crudin I~loes has Lcen 
pleased to app'imt me to treat With your Honour of the interest~ "hlth 
the two most serene crowns of Great Blitain and Portugal have in tho 
expulslOn of the Marathas out o£ the !Slana of Salsette. 

The Captain General Antonio Cardin Froes in the first place f<'pl'e
sents to your Honour the good alhance ano. ftiendship betwixt the t\\ 0 

moi>t &erel'e erowlIs of Portugal and England in Europe. Conse· 
quently there ought to subsist the like in India betWIxt the gCJlel'~ls 
of beth nations, the better to resist tho. 'power of such of theil' 
eneIme~ In ASia as would oppress them. To which cLd Ills 
Excellency the Count Viceroy recommended to the Bald gcnelal ill 
strong express terms that he should keep up a good harmony WIth 
your Honour and be constantly attentive to the interest of the m'lbt 
sere~e crown of Great Britain and -the auvantdge of the IIonoul'aJ,l~ 
Company, as the said general declared personally to yom' Honour at the 
visit he made you on hiS arrival at thIS port of Bombay in hIS passage 
up from Goa. In obedience to this order of rus Exccllcncr the 
Viceroy and conformable to the cordial friendship he has hithel'to 'expe
l'ienced, WIth l'esp,eet and VIew to give your Honour satIsfacnon as "ell 
as to consult the interests above mentioned, he represents to your 
Honour and CounCIl the following proposals: 

I Bomba,yWar Councll Gonsultation. SthJuly 1737.Pub.Dlary 10ofl7:lr·17, 1114 JOt). 
• Bom. Go ... Cunsultatlon, 12th July 1717, rub. DIary 10 of 1136·37, 1110·161. 
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• 
That whewas the MaratMs roe DOW masters of all the island of 

Sabette except Ve~nva. and the lonvent of Banw:a wmch your'Honour 
has succoUled wIth men and ammulllhon tt the expense of the Portu.., 
"'uore' that tlus succour should have been given free of cost to the Portu
~ese' on acco~t of the danger of the heighbow'hood of the MarlttMa, 
\\ho hanu')'m then mlllds the great welj.lth supposed to be in Bombay, 
hav~ swpr~e(l 8ah,ette, wrulst, theU' ultlmate pomt of Vlew is Bombay 
Itt-elf' and as Thana. the prmClpal f01 t of the ISland of StHsette IS 

actuaily now galllBoned With 200U men, their troops being dmded into 
several bo(he~, some employed m the sIege of ~assem and others of 
then puncipal leaders bemg returned up to theU' country; and thc 
General CalWn not Mvmg a suffiCient nnmbel' of troops for the garrison 
of the places besICged by the enemy and hkewise at the same time to 
attack 'fMna and drive out the enemy, lmplOleS the succour of your 
HonoUl for the joint attackmg Thana on both rides of the nver, and 
reduemg the forts, ThIS WIll not be illfficult to your Honour after 
bemg stlengthened with the amval of three Europe arups, and Inth thew 
yom fOlces jomed to OUlS, may be effectuateQ the expulSion of thete 
l\Ial'.ith!is flOm the island of SnlEette, front wruch must result to both 
nahon~ the public benefit of gettmg I'ld of so powerful an enemy alid 
cMsh,mg the1\' pelrucious pnde. Trus must be a gleat EerVlce to both 
then MajestIes and a gleat oblIgatIOn laId on the SOlene Kmg of 
Portugal, whose llltelest It is to legaln posseSElon of the island of 
Sulsette, be~ldes whJeh his most selene Bl'lti~h Majesty WIll reap the 
l:lCuelit of Bombay bemg famIShed wi';h prOVlSlons wluch cannot be 
expcctecl flOm the present ba.d neighboU).hood, • 

And as the Bald Genel'al Antoruo CauiIn FI'OCS has notICe that your 
Honour dCHgns an expeilitlOn agamst Sambh~jl Angl'la, he promiSOR 
tlmt after the recovery of Thana ne WIll asSISt your Honour with a body 
of troops for a certaIn hmc'to'be agreed upon betWIXt yOUl' Honour and 
the sald General. If it ~ha.U be necessary he wlll c~me to Bandra, 
and Dom thence pass over to M::lrum to conclude an affall' of so great 
lmpOI tance to both nations, And conformable to the powers granted him 
hy hL~ Excellency the VIceroy, he prOmlEeS to fulfil all the tel'DlS of such 
a treaty notWIthstanding the appearauces of peace betWlxt our Govem
ment and the Bald 8ambhJjl whIch haVlng been negotiated by tiIis "cry 
gentleman Antonio Caldm, was agreed to by the Viceroy pm'ely 
wilh the llltenhon to plocure the success of certaIn negotiatiolfs your 
Honour had ~et on foot m behalf of the Honourable Company with the 
SaId Sam1h:IJl Angria .' 

FU11her, the said General of the North represents the great necesEity 
there is for your Honour's assistmg.rum In tlus mtended expedition with 
all possible despatch before the beginrung of the month of Septdinbel', 
Because the delay of the said succours may be very prejuilicial as with
out doubt the Marathas would come down with freEh troops ~nd more 
i'Olces, which will render the enterprise more hazaI'dous. And whereas it 
is repOlted that some of the English gentlemen have expressed their 
opmiOll that the Englieh forces could assist the Portuguese only in case 
the latter had got power on foot equal to cope with and ill1ve out' the 
enemy, it is subnutted to your Honour and Couneil for their conside.ration 
whether it will not ~e of the most ruinous consequence to both nations 
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if all th!ir forces bo not fOlth\Vlth joiped and employed to expel the 
enemy out of Salsette, and at the same time to hInder and command 
.the passes that no freth tlOOi's may be mtlOduced. Bef,ides all thc!e 
arguments dlawn from the mterest and convenience of both the crowns 
as well as the fllendbhip and allIance betwixt the Englt.h and Purtu
guese natIons, the General offers to your Honours copy of two lettcls of 
rus most serene Majesty the Kmg Dom Affonso VI. of Portug,.l wut
ten to the VIceroy of IndIa, Antonio d'Mello e Castro, plainly IJlOVIng 
our l'lght to demand SUCCOUl'S of his most Ferene Bl'lhsh MaJt'~ty In 
IndIa, wruch letters wele written at the tmIe that Bombay was delIvered 
up to the crown of Eng·land, and are incorporated m the Act of sUl'lCndel' 
of the SaId Island. 

These, Sir, ale the reasons which I q,m ordeled to represent to your 
Honom: by the General of the NOlth who entreats your succours for 
the expulSIOn of our enenues the Mal'!ithn.s from the island of Sa IRette. 
As the matter IS of so gleat weight I hope yonI' Honour WIll deter
mIne upon it WIth all possible despatch that I may l'etUln to BnHciu 
WIth your Honour's answc".l 

The ConsultatIOn contInues: After debate Padre M~noel Roilligo 
d'EstIado bemg called m, dehvers to the Plesident the substance of 
the instruotIOns given hIm by the General of the North, whereto are 
annexed the copIes of two paI·agraphs·of letters from rus Portuguere 
Majesty concernmg the surIender of thIS ISland to the Engh!:h from 
whIch he infers the Portuguese can claim a right to eur assistance in all 
theu'dIfficulties, The PadIe uses many arguments to induce us to jom 
WIth the Portuguese" in trus undeItaking; that there would be httle 
doubt of success WIth our umted force; how great credit our natIOn 
would gaIn thereby and the IetUlns of selvice we might on any occa
SIOn so justly claim from the Portnguese, and he assures us that· the 
General WIll mtfhe King's name oblIge himself to make good the expen~e 
we shall be at. Being asked what force the GeneIal of the North 
can send on tins expedition, he says about 200 Europeans and 1000 
natives, and that he expec~s from, us about 1500 men. The radle 
then withdIew. 

".C6l.killg the above into consideration we find that from the pIe
sent dIspOSItion of our mihtaI'y we cannot pOSSIbly spare above 120 
Europeans, 100 topasses, 220 sepoys, being in all 440 men, unlebt! we 
draw o~ the people sbatIOned to gUaI'd the several passes, and trust to 
our mIlitIa to defend them wruch would by no means be prudent. Fm ther 
when our crUlzers are sent out they WIll take away neaI·ly· the abo\'e 
number ot Europeans for their detachment, so that the assistance we 
cou!d. venture to give the Portuguese would be consIderably lessened. 
If mdeed our umted force is judged sufficient to attack the enemy with 
hopes of success, we. ought undoubtedly to join in the undertaking. 
Smce, when the enemy are dislodged from thence, we shall not be l1nder 
the neceSSIty of puttlllg the HonoUl'able Company to the great expellEe 
of keepmg so many men in pay fOJ; the defence of the island aB we arc 
now obliged to do. But~ though we are not well enough acquainted with 

-----------------------------------------------------
1 Pub. Diary 10 of, 173637, 184·186. 
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the strength and situauon of Thana to jltdge exactly what force would 
be rt'qUl~lte to lender the plOposed undertakIng successful, yet as by 
the OO&t Intelhgence we can get the Ma!jlithas have not Ie,s than 
2000 or 3000 men constantly In the Rlace, It wouM III OUI opllllOn 
bn too hazJJ.'dons. to make an attempt WIthout double that number, 
especla.lly smee the Portuguese and we are able to furnISh so small a 
number of Europeans. 'l'he l'lver of Thalia we roe told IS too shoal at 
low "atel for even our gahvats to float, much less any vcsbcls fit to 
uny mortm'S or cohorns upon the serVIce of wluch we should so much 
depend fot the Ii.'ducbon of that fort that we esteem It almost Imprac
tIcable Wlthout them. BeSides upon nouce of our de'lgn (which It 
would be Impossible to conceal from the enemy) they could rem(ol ce the 
illace III a few hours mth a con&iderable numbel of men from before 
Bassem and the other patis of the Island of Salsette 'Ve alC also to 
consldel tile great expense our Honourable MastCls are at to supply ns 
With European wldIels, every man they send standmg them in between 
16 and 2U pounds sterlIng (IncludIng those \\ho die befOle thtllr arl'lval 
Ilere) ; and should we be repulsed With any considerable loss, tlus 1&land 
would be gwatly weakened and exposed, and It- wonld be two or tInee 
yeals hefole we eould be recI'tuted with the hIm number of Europeans. 

Ilis also to be apprehended that upon the enemy kno\\ mg that a 
gIeat pa.rt of our strength was ~ent. of!' the Island against Thana, 
they Illlght in the meantImc attempt to mvade us, as they can at a 
velY ;.luHi wal1lmg dlaw a considerable body of men together and ill 
one da.y malch them to the SIde of tJw l'lvel' betwcen thIS and Salsette. 
And should they fOlce a pas~age over, the mlscluef !tnd ravages they 
Ilught comIlllt are not to be de~cl'lbed, and we should find It a mo&t 
dIlii,'nlt If not ImplactlCable task to beat them off the island agam 
Be'Hles It Ib to be feMed the Malathns either have or Will attempt the 
same pradluls With our subjects as they have done too sucesbfully With 
otfiel~, the endeavoul'lng to corl'llpt them wiih large bl'lM and larger 
plonuFes of futllle advantages. 

Admittmg we were to jom With the Portugue~e, It' would become 
neC'·;'BalY to consIder how and when the charO'es we have and may be at 
on theIr account Will be reimbursed TheIr p~ymO' and mamtammg our 
people v.lule employed on thell' service IS the le;st we could denllll1d' 
Stl'lctly they ought to make us satIsfaction for the extraordInary expenRC 
we have alteady been put to m provldmg for the safctyof our IslalId, 
SInce it \I as oec'af<loned entIrely by the III conduct and neglect of" the 
late Genelal of the North But even were they to engage to ~omply Wltll 
all our demands on tlus head, we al'e senSIble (thel!' poveliy IS such in 
Indm) that It would not be m their PQwer. We might justly demand 
a frce pas."l!.g'e by Thana ~hould the Portngucse regam tlmt fort wlih 
our a.~81st.ance In their preFent distress It is probable they would 
promise it, yet we much doubt their performance afterwards as 
the late Viceroy gave it under lus hand, it was not in his power to grant 
that favour Without particular orders flom tho COUli of Portugal. 
And if It could not be obtained m consideratIOn of our having defended 
the place for thom at our Own charge, we think thCl'e is lIttle hopes they 
would gyant It when we fUSlst on thell' engagmg to make good the 
expen~e we f.hall be at before we agree to fend our a8~lstal1(,o. Nor can 
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we help obserVing that in his instructions to the Padre the only equiva. 
lent the Gl'neralof the North plopTises to be given for the snCCOUI'R \Ie 
nay afford him on this OCCasIon is that he will engage (noh\lth~tand
~ng the peace bet" een the \>ortuguese and Sambhaji Angria) the V It'tllOy 

Will afterwards asSIst us against that pirate, which, !Jot to mention the 
little service they could do us, is a condition the Viceroy IDlght not 
think himself obliged to perform. 

The stnct alliance between OUI' respective sovereigns in Europe alld 
the natural interest of this island l'ender us heartily inchned to M"if.t 
the Portuguese for regaming theu' territ<>l'ies. Shil we cannot help 
remarking that their affairs in India are in a very dechning if not 
desl)el'll,te and irretl'levable conddion. The President assures the Bomd 
that flOlll the letters he has receivsd. from the Viceroy, and the late lind 
lwesent Generals of the North, as well as from the frequent ruscourse he 
has held WIth many of the gentlemen and Padres of that nahon, It 
seems as if they themselves had little hopes of doing anything but_ 
depend upon us to fight theu' battles, We are therefore very apprehensIve 
that if we were once engaged in the war they would afterwards take 
very little upon thero&tlves but saddle us with the bUl'then of the 
whole chalge and trouble, If we declare openly against the Mara,. 
thas, the trade of the island would be enhrely stopped and our 
Honourable Masters be great sufferers in the loss of the customs, and 
we be duven to great straits for provisions for om inhllobltants amI other 
stoICS and necessaJ.'les greatly wanted for the service of the island and 
whIch are furmshed from the MaratMs' country. Another objection 
that occurs agamst joiniug WIth the Portuguese on the present oecao.ion 
is that some yeM's ago when we acted in conjunctlOn agrunst Kanhoji 
Angria, tllOugh our force was four ~es greater than what we can now 
raise and strengthened with the assistance of the squadron of men-of-wa.l' 
under the command of-Commodore Matthews, we wel'e not able to elItlct 
l\Jlythmg, a1\d therefOl'e we cannot hope for better success at present, 

The foregoin$ reasons and objections being duly weighed, the Board 
IS unanimous in opinion that we cannot jom with the POl'tuguC'Oe iu the 
present undertaking with any hopes of success against the enemy, but 
that we ehould involve ourselves in numberless dIfficultIes and bring on 
I!Il e~CeSE'lVe expense. It is therefore unanimouslyagI'eed to decline it, 
and the President is desired to Wl'lte a. lettel' lU answer to the General of 
th~ North drawn u'om the substance of the fOl'egoing l'esolntions,J 

T .. vo months later (11th October 1737) the President acquaints the 
Board that.ha.ving received advice that 15 of SambMji's gahvats and 
14 of Manaji's weI'e cl'uizinO' to the northward and had inter(J{'pted 
some boats bound to this isfund .with grain, and bemg apprehensive 
tileY would plevent our receiving the expl'cted supplies, he had ordered 
the Britannia uigate to cl1lize between Daman and Bassem in order to 
protect the vessels bound hither, He now communicates to the Board 
his instl1lctions to the commander which are appl'oved.' 

The lOth Apl'il1738 the Plesident acquaints the Board that two 
days ago he l'ec&lved a. letter by two persons sent from the Sldi's 

! Born, Go\', ConsultatIOn, 11th .Aug. ]737. Pub DIu,;y]O of 1736 37, 180-1SJ. 
Bom, Gov. Consultation, 11th Oct, 1737, I'ub. Dlllry 10 of 1736·117, IUS, 
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COIll.Illandmgofficer a.t Unden earnestly requeshngus to ~upply that place 
wIth batty for the rains, as otherwit;e they cannot possIbly nmlUta'u It. 
The Boa.ld debatmg theleupon It is observed that we have not grmn to 
epare and our Honourable Masters' o1(lers be very jJositive agaLUbt 
nmkJ.ng ani further loans to the country governments. ·We hope the iSI(hs' 
necesHhes for grru.n nmy not be so pleSSIng as they set forth. Should 
they be obhged for want theleof to quit the place, we shall, by WIth
draW-lUg the guns and stores fLOm thence, in some deg'ree lessen tllCil 
debt. Weare sensIble tIl80t III consequences will attend tillS Isl.md 
fallIng Into other 1l8onds, yet for the I·ea.sons before gIVen we do not 
tlunk it prudent at plesent to comply With the Slm's deI14tnd and the 
PlCsident IS deSIred to WI-ite the proper answCl.I 

Three weeks later (29th April) the Plesl\leut acquaLUts the Eoan1 
that (slUce our refusing them rIce) the SIms had frequently leprcsented 
to him that unless we supply the garrison of Undcll, the place must 
lUevltably uU mto 1Iiin,l,jI's ll8onds. He has aheady been t.1.lIlpeIlug 
WIth their people, some of whom had deserted to hun and assured hun 
tll80t the rest would deliver up the fort IT he furrush thcm WIth PIOVISIOns. 
The PreSIdent gave the reply that they could. not be slIppheu. unless 
they could gIve secunty for the payment of wha.t we bhould Jet them 
ha,e. This theIr necessities for prOVlSlons have at Jength obhg'ed 
them to do. They now offered two of our mhabltants D.illdjl 
NocquaSunker (Nagaslmnkar) and Salbu Pandla. persons of some C1eillt 
and substanct', to be bound for them. The Borud conslIlming the 
mconvclllences tll80t would attend Unden fallIng mto Man~jr's hands, 
agree to let the Slills lmve 1000 bags of Bengal Ilce at the rate 
It IS charged to us, on the abovesald persons gWlflg thcll' bond for 
payment of the amount.2 

The 22nd :May 1738 the President acquaints the EO:ll'd that hc hn.~ 
Iccelved tlVO letters from the Ylceroy of Goa wholem he seems WIllIng 
to come to terms of peace WIth the Mal'ath<is and deSlf'ed the Pre
SIdent's mediatIOn for that purpose, acquruntmg lum that he had given 
the necessary orders and full powers for concluding the same to the 
G()nelal of the North, wlueh letters the PreSident Immediately forwal·ded. 
We shall be extlemely pleased if an accommodatIon can be blOught 
about; but we presume it will be a illfficult task as the Marlith:\ll W-1,1l 
110 doubt mSI"t on keepmg Sfilsette, and It must be with the greatest 
reluctance If evel' the Portuguese consent to rchll(IUlbh it, as It IS. the 
opllllon of the most c.apabJe persons among them that ihe said Island 18 

~o velY ne(,"~baly for supplying their other places With grrun· that 
Without It they could not long maintalll then' other possessfons.8 

The 25th AUgUbt 1738 the PreSident acquaints the Board that ho hal 
ju~t reCClVeu. letteJ's from the General"of the North anu. Kond,tjl Manl\a.r 
the commandmg officer of the Ma.r».tMs at Thana, advISmg that they 
had agreed to send persons luiher WIth power to treat of au accommo
datIOn between the two States. The Plesident WIll accormngly use his 
oe&t endeavours for concluding a peace. Sttll it is much to bo feared 

I Bom. nov Consultatiryn, lOth Aprli173S, Pub. D,ary Jl Of 1737-3R, 88. 
'Rum nov Con8ultd.tlOn, 2qth AprIl 1738, Pub Diary 11 of 1737-38,103 104. 
• Hom ()ov ConsultatIOn, 22nu May 17:{8, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737 3B, 125 
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that the denfands of the Marathas will be of such a na.ture that the 
Portuguese WIll not submIt to them. Jo. 

A month later, 25th Sep,tember 1738, apparently m reply toa proposed 
general attack on Angria, the CouncIl note: We cannot wIth a pl'o£'peet 
of success undertake anything agamst the common enemy more than to 
prevent his makmg any depredations. ConsIdering the notOlious 
txeachery of the Marathas it would be highly imprudent to leave the 
island defenceless, as we must do If we engage in anything of conselluence 
WIth our whole fleet against Angria.2 

On the 6th October they contmue: Manajl Angria's galivats having 
a few days ago carried into Kolaba a batela which we suppose Was 
coming to thIS island WIth grain and provisIons, It is observed that 
our suffering such practices will deter the northern traders from 
venturing hIther when they find they run so great a rIsk. It is 
therefore agreed that the new prahm and three gahvats be ordered to he 
at the mouth of the harbour between Kenery and the reef (the Prong's) 
to protect our own trade and prevent MamljI gIving molestation to the 
vessels bound hither.s On the 4th November SambMdi Angria's fleet 
bemg in sIght and goin~ into KoUba, Captain Balchen of the OJl.~lotlJ 
was ordered instantly to get his smp m readmess to ploceed against the 
enemy.' 

About thIS time Sambhaji's position in making terms with the Engubh 
seems to have been again strengthened by the Savants or MaJvans' 
capture of the wrecked crew of the Company's Anglesea. On the 9th 
December the Bombay Council recOld: It appear~ to us that the 
Malvans are far from being desilous to dctam Qur people, but that 
the Killedar is influenced by SambMji Angria to wnte m the 
mauner he has done concerning the grab and prisoners. We thm efol e 
thInk It Improper to take any notIce of that part of his letter fa.rthcl' 
than to observe that our people fell mto the Malvans' hands by the 
unfortunate 'loss of the smp through stress of weather, whcreas we 
took SambhBji Angl'la's grab and people in open war; thexefore that 
our keepmg them is just and ought to be no hmdrance to. the releablTlg 
our people. To give a complaisant answel' to the other parts of Ius 
letter and to let hIm know we shall be ready to listen to any offers of 
peac~ the Raja has to make on sendmg up persons with the proper 
powers after releasing our people. The PreSIdent is accordin~ly dC"lred 
to :reply to the Killedar's letter and also to wrIte to SambhaJI Raja to 
the ~bove purport. This we judge more eligible than to make any 
concession o~ promises in regald to Angl'la'S plisoners, as we roe well 
assured it would-only mduce the Malvans to demand higher tenus for 
the release of our people and be attended with the like rusadvantAge, 
,shQuld they think proper to. se~d persons hither to treat of peace. 
Agreed that a person be sent with these letters to serve as an mterpl'ctcr 
in treating for the release of QUI' people and that the PreSIdent give a 
letter of Olerut on ZacharIa's son at Goa to fUlnish our peoplo WIth 

I Born. Gov. Consultation, 25th Angnst 1738, Pnb. Diary 11 of 1737-38, lOG· 11)7. 
2 Born Gov. ConsultatlOIl, 25th beptember 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737·311, 214. 
3 Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn,6th October 1738, Pnb Dia.ry 11 of 1737·38,232. 
4Bom. Gov. Order of 4th November Ins to CaptainJ. Bt~lchen, Cumnu",ulOl oj tho 

ship O,ISlow, Sec. Oat. Let. Book 8 of 1738 ·1741, 31; 
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necessaries for their subsiste.Qce wou1J they arrive there. That II> letter 
be also lodged at Goa to the eoIlllXla'lllhug officer of om fleet expeete-d from 
Telhcheny to take the A.nglesea',~ people on board should they be thele, 
uthenYlse to demand them from the MAIxans on thell' comiug off theu 
pOlt, sendmg a II,erson on shore for that purpose,l 

On the 2Znd January 1739 the Bombay Government write to 
Commodore BaglVell' We have perused your narrative in wluch you do 
well to be so pal ticulM' and fuU for our clearer nohon of your state and 
procedure. 'Ve observe duly your account of the engagement you had 
Wlth Angl'la'sfleetanddoubtnotyour having used your best endeavours 
for the destructIon of the enemy, and we remMk Wlth great pleasure the 
sIllnt and lesolunon of YOUl' people botll before and m the action. It is 
lIkeWISe very agreeable to us that you have sustamed no greater danrage 
in so warm an encounter.s 

In the same letter Government further observe : We M'e the more 
demous of your eommg up, on account of the notice we have that ilie 
MaratMs ale m the nroghbourhood Wlth a strong al'my wlili whll)h 
we judge they will make a push for the entll'e I'cduction of the 
Portuguese tel'ntones when our own Wlll no~ be exempt from danger. 
At leabt we shall be glad to be in the best conwtIon for all 
events, as at present we have few 01' no EuropeallS upon the Island, 
PlOceed mstantly for Bombay, k~epmg the shore so as to look into all 
ports and halbours for ilie enemy tIll you ale past Suvarndurg when 
you should spread at propel' and convement wstances for the more 
extensIve look-out, yet keeping cal'efully Wlthin leach of each other. 
On alTivmg off our harbom' you may anehor lmme.wately despatchmg 
to us a boat WIth nonce, when we shall give you further orders 
whether to ('ome in or otherWISe as Cll'cumstallces may reqUll'e.s 

'WillIe Angl'la's aggressions forced the Bombay Govel'1lment to keep 
men and vessels ready against any attack from the south, SWal'ms of 
Mal'atMs wele gathering round what reIDalned of thb Portuguese 
posseSSIOns in ilie North' Konkan. The 13th October (1738) the 
Bombay Govel1lUlent wal'1led Commodore Bagwell: 'fhe MaratJ:llis al'e 
augmenting thell' forces III all the places t1us way in order to plOceed 
VIgOlously m their war against the Portuguese,' 

In spite of the concern wiili which they VIewed ruin gatheringPround 
Bassem the Bombay Govel'1lment contmued to reject all Portuguese 
proposals for jomt actIon. On ilie 20th October 1738 in a. retter 
to Pedro D'Mello ilie Govel'1lor ilius upholds his decision: A!l you 
observe the restoration of your dominions would lighten us of our 
present gI'Cat expenses for ilie guard of OUl' island, It 18 in that 
prospect we bear iliese charges tIll we have a propel' force to enter upon 
action and expel iliese faIthless neighboUl's. Still I dat·s not hazard to 
increase our charges by a rash and abrupt declal:atIOn of Wal' against ilies6 

1 Bom. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 9th Dec. 1738, PublIc Diary 11 of 1737·38,335. 
• Bombay Government to Commodore George Bagwell, 22nd January 1789, Publlo 

Duu'Y 12 of 1738·39, 36. 
• Bombay Uovernment to Commodore George Bagwell, 22nd January 1739, Pubhc 

Dlllry 12 of 17J8·39, 37. 
• Bomhay Government to Commodoro Bagwell,~13th October 1738, :Publlo Diary 11 

of 1737 ·3~, 255. 
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people, not otiy without the order of my superiors, but without a fOl'ce 
to sup~ort it and carry it througa with iligruty and reputation. 
Neither, w~thout such an appearance of success as our present conditIoll 
does not afford us the ho~es of, can I destroy the commerce of the 
Island whICh is Oul' only dependence, solely to pay you a compliment 
WIthout service to you and highly prejudicial to ours~ves. This you 
WIll Ieadily grant when I assure you that onr dependencies abroad 
oblige me to employ our whole fleet abroad, when our force left abhol'O 
is as you may be iuformed but lllconsiderable and just sufficient fot, the 
guard of the island against all attacks. I have reason to beheve the 
Honourable Company is concerting proper meaSUles in EUl'ope WIth tho 
Crown of Portugal upon thIS event. And as their determinatIons mllet 
gove11l me, WhICh I hope to have in May next, I can only tlll then 
continue our defensive alliance which mdeed IS a pomt of necessity in 
our present circumstances, and which, WIthout plesumiug to advibe yon, 
I offer to YOUl' conSIderation. I shall never lose SIght of the close UUlon 

betWIxt our two crowns, and onr common nnited mterest III these parts, 
wIDch can never conSIst in I'uinmg ours WIthout benefitIng yours.! 

The 18th January 1739.the account charges for Bandra from lst 
August 1738 to 31st December following, amountIng to Rs. 9795-:}-6!" 
translated into Portuguese, are laid before the Board, when the 
President takes notice that the Portuguese g<wernment had not even 
cleared the al'l'eal'S of the four preceiling months from 1st April to :3lst 
July amountlllg to Rs. 6893-2-21.9 

Next day (19th January 1739) the President communicates to tho 
Board a lettel' received from Kondaji Mankru: the commandlng officer 011 
the island of Salsette for the MaI'athas, the substance of which is to 
acquaint him that ChImmijl brothel' to Bajirav has reduced M6him. 
Kellum {Kelva), and DaMnu and was bent on subdUIng the remainder 
of the country. That this early and frank advice was given us of 
his intentIOn tft attack Vesava and Bandra, that we might withdraw 
our succours from the latter place where they aI'e in garrison and "bleh 
they look on as -their right and belongIng to their domam, and evoll 
offering on the reduction of Bandra If we are jealous of a tl'oublo"ome 
neIghbourhood, to aglee to its demolItion. In case of our contInuance in 
Bandra he says he cannot answer for the consequences that may l'r~1l1t 
to the peaceable cOl'l'espondence we have hitherto maintained With them. 

It ii; then remarked that were there any dependence or fa,ith to he 
given \I such an assurance as of the demolition of BandI"a it might be 
more expedient to wlthili'aw our succours rather than hazard a l1.lptlll'C 

with the MaratMs. On the other hand when it is considered how much 
the Portuguese would be dispirited by such a procedure and reproR('h us 
with abandoning them in these co:Ojunctures; that they would )levur 
conse~t to our demolition of that fortIfication whilst they are yet mastel's 
of it; that we could not justify its demohtion without their formn,lltlllVe, 
and that we can have no security for the MaratMs' performance of ~ho 
promise of it, on matu:l.'e delibeI"ation the Board comes to the folluwmg' 

I Bombay Governol' and President Hononrable John Horne's answer to f.,lrl) 
D'Mel1o, 20th Oct. 1738, Pub. Thary 11 of 1737-38, 264-265. 
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l'('solution: That the due plesel'vation of OUI' own frontiei" our engage
ments wIth the Portuguese, anU' other indi~l)eusable leMons o~hge us 
to lll3J.utrun and contlUuc OUl' succours t{) the foruficahon of BAmlra, , 
which we judge may hold out agamst the :rIfal'athns unless they brlUg 
ca.nnons a.,O'3J.nstjt, In such case the place bemg no longor tenable, 
that care shall be ta-ken to secure the retreat of OUl' people aud a mine be 
spnmg for its bemg rendered uusel'vlceable to the MarathAs, Of tius the 
PresIdent is desired to a.dVIse the General of the North and at the same 
time of ilie inruspensable neceSSIty of demohslung the battery at the 
f,lot of the lull of Senora de Monte on Salsette whIch entirely eommands 
the channel that gives passage lUto the l\Lilum mel'. 

The President then aequamts the Board wIth the Dame of his 
l)Urposed answer to Kondajl Mank3J.', wluch is agteed to Il.nd IS as 
follows' That he has 1ecClved ills Jetter and conSIdered the matter 
WIth due attenhon; that he takes noUce of lus advlces of ClumnnjI's 
plOgress in ills conquests and esteems hIS ingenuous declarahon of lus 
mtenhons upon VeSRva and Banrua Touclung our WIthdrawing our 
succours D'om the latter place, which is the pllneipal POlUt of lus letter, 
we (the Plesldent and Council) answer, That m the fhst place om' 
engagements WIth ilie POI tuguese nation oblIge us to sllch au assistance, 
and that It IS an estabhbhed Dll1Xlm WIth the Enghsh to allhcrc to all 
their heabes and pacts WIth ot4e1 governments, that beSIdes It IS the 
pIacbce of all natIOlls to consult the SeCtll'lty of then fronhers , and 
that B~tnru'a belllg confessedly necessary thereto, they conlt! not take 
anusb the meaSUl'es we took to preserve It, so that If theU' natIOn pel'sists 
In ilie desIgll to attack It the fortuue of war must deCIde It, that If It 
appe3J.ed to them then' mtelest to reduce it, we thought it as much OIll'S 

to mruntam It. That for the rest they could not but be convlUced by 
the D'ee trade and open commulllcation we had Wlth theU' territorIes, of 
our peaceable dIspoSltion, and that our only VIews and desll'es tended to 
the lebtOl'ation of the pubhc tranqUllhiy in these parts, alld the pICser
vation of our own donunions nghts and prlVlleges.t 

The 27th January 1739 the Plef:ident communicates to the Board 
tll<1t he had propo&ed to the General of the North the demohtlon of 
Bandra and the ba.tte1'les commandmg the entrance mto Malum river 
conformable to ilie resolutlOns m the Consultation of the 19th. .To ~lus 
he had 1eceived for answer that the Genetal of tile North rud not 
conceIve M had power to authol'lze or grant leave for such a stttp but 
that he would forward copy of the proposal to the VICeroy £01' ~ order 
~~~ . 

The 27th January 1739 the President la.id before the Board the 
followmg letter from Martin D'Sylveira. the General of the North, 
dated Bassein 24th January 1739' I communicate to your Ihnour 
the adVIce I have locelved that, besides the large force they have got to 
cru1'Y on the stege and batteries at Tarapur, the enemy have with 
another bud, of troops invested the f01t of Vesava in the same mannm', 
against which they have got cannon of eighteen pounders i a cause or 

I Bom. Gov. ConsultatIOn, J9th Jan. 1739, Pub DilllY 12 of 1738·!J9, 26.27, 
• Bom. Gov. ConBuHatlon, 27th Jan, 1139, P"b. Dlllry 12 of 1738·U9, 4L 
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not a little anxiety ~onsidering the weakness of its walls. Though 
with ,elation to the fortIficatIOns at1d batteries of llllJidra I answered 
YOUl' Honour's proposal of demol18hing them that I could not coma to 
such a resolution WIthout \he express order of the VIceroy, I have 
since determined from the trust I repose In his person on sending to the 
fort of Bandra the Captain Commandant John D'So~za Ferras in the 
same statIOn he was m beiore, that with your concurrence he may 
execute what may be most convenient for the service of the Kmg my 
master. So gre,at is om necessity and want of provision in this IJlace, 
having found httle 01' none III it when I took charge of the government 
of thIS province, that I dare not trust the waltmg the IetUl"n of the 
grabs I have sent to Daman in quest of a supply, after having drained 
the island of Karanja, as the commandant of that place acquaints me 
was done III the tIme of my predecessor, As I Instantly expect the 
enemy at Dongri (hIll.fort four mIles south-west of Bassein) with the 
same mtentIons as they ale now before Vesava, I must apply to your 
Honour as General for his most serene Majesty of Great Bl'ltam to 
assist me with five hundred morahs (mudas) of batty 01' as much as you 
can spare. This I will either repay you in specie ou,t of what I expect 
from Daman or in money at the price your Honour will advise me, with 
the incIdent expenses, besIdes being etel'Ilally obliged to your Hunour 
to whom in snch c;;tse I shall confess we owe our preEervatlOu. 

To thIS letter the President proposea to send the following anSWOl': 
To the General of the North, Bombay Castle 27th January 1739. I 
have this instant received your letter of the 24th hnuary, and at the 
same tIme attended to the replesentation of Senor John D'Souza Ji'e1'l'ltS 
on your part. looseI've with much concern and anxiety the l)rogl'es~ 
of these Marathas whose princIpal aIm appealS to me no less than tho 
destruction of the European interest and dominion In these parts. As 
to what concerns the demolition of the batteries and fortIfication of 
Bandra I sh.uld not have over proposed such a step to you but in tIle 
extreme ne~es8Ity of present conjunctures. It is very agreeable to me 
that your oplllio-a concurs with rome in this matter for the common good 
of both our governments, Conformable thereto I have despatched orders 
lor the immediate demolItion of the battenes, and as the fortincatIon of 
B(ndra WIll reqUll'e some days before the mmes can be in entire 
readmElSs to take effect, thele shall be no care wanting to put that place 
out qf danger of falling mto the hands of these people, 

In v.nswe~ to your urgent Iequest for a loan of batty I assurc yOll 

with great truth that om Island I!I entIrely out of capacIty to furnj"h 
any quantIty 'being itself in Imminent danger of scarcity. We expect 
to procure a httle from SUl'at and Scmdy. 'However even that 
we &annot depend upon. NeIther" from Mangalor nor the MaJlUha. 
countries do we find it posslble to get the least quantity, thI'ough the 
rigorous prohibItion of such exports from thence. WIth all tIus not 
many days ago we relieved the straits of our factory at Telhchel'l'Y at 
the haza,rd of ilisfurnishing our ownselves with the quantity of neal' 
thI'ee hundred bales, so that we are now in extreme neceSSIty oursc\vE's, 
considermg the number of people that it hes upon us to maintain OJHl 

the st?re of gram .it requires. Some I days p,ast I gave permisslun for 
exporting a convement quantIty of wheat to Bassein, and 1£ any Dto!£) 

can be procured and spared,.. I shall not fail of accommodatmg you 'Vlt it 
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all m my power. I have eXIJlllmcu all these Cll'Cnmstllnccs "lilt the 
",reatci parhculallty tlMt you ma)'. not have any Umbl.lge or doubt left 
of my Lt'IUg extIemely sonslhle to the }l1'gent neccssltIes of your 
g',WCl1lIllPnt aud mclmed to assist and ~u('cour yon with all that IS m Illy 
J)ower and dependence, belllg well assUled that these ManHh:ls fimsluug 
wIth you. or perhaps before, WIll soo~er or later proceed to thc execution 
of then III desIgns agamst our terlltolles I 

The same day (27th January 1739) the Presiuent acquamts the BoaHl 
th .• t tb,'}" are summoned purposely to delIberate on the most expe(hcnt, 
meJ,SUle~ to he taken on the occasIOn of the above letter he has receIVed SlUce 
mOInmg flOrn the Genelal of the N 01 tll and brought by the POI tuguese 
commandant of the Island of Salsette John de Souza Fell'a.~, who IS sent 
hy the Geueral to represent III the strongest manner theIl' deplorable 
CJlCUlUstances, Th:tt they expect Bassem and Dongn WIll be soon 
attacked bl' the Maui.thas. That m Basscm, tlllough the nL'gl('ct of the 
l'lcccdmg Gcnel1l1, they ale barely vlctuaUed for fifteen days and that they 
thelcfole beseech us as fllends and allIes to succour them wIth a quantity 
of batty That w'lth lcganl t<> Banma and the battenes at the foot of 
K oSsa Senol'a de ~~te, the urgency of cllcumstances oblIges hIm to 
wh.ll't 1m an~wer as he£OIe mentioned m the consultation of tlns day, 
and not only gIWS the PreSIdent hI8 consent for theu' bemg razed, but 
Olders John de Souza Ferl'as lIl.lI>y secoud and see to the executIOIl, 
'l'ha,t the fort of Vesaya gives him gIeat applehensIOns, the Mal'atluis 
hi!\ lllg blonght eIghteen-pounders to batter It, whIch be IS of OpllllOll 
the wall~ Wlll not hold out agamst, The PreSIdent obsel'Ycs that mih 
IC!jaJU to the razmg those batterIes and demolIshmg' the fortIficatious 
of RtndIa, It IS of the utmost Importance to Bombay that we lay 
hold of the pelll1l8slOn !lU(llose DO hme m the executIon, Upon "hlCh 
the PW'llJent IS deimed to Issue orders l=eiliately to tile Eng'll)('er to 
~et to "m k, fil'~t With the battenes abovementIoned, and that the plahm 
awl otlll'r vessels be statIonfd at a proper dIstance to coyer the men 
"Dlplojed In Iazmg them, Also tlmt the mllies ~o blow UI) the 
fothficahons at Bandra be likeWIse prepared wlth all expewtIon, CalC 
l'l'mg taken to secure the retIeat of the garrISon, In order to lessen 
the debt of the Portugne&e govel1lment mcurred on the a~slstance 
gIven th'lt place WIth men and stores' AgIeed that we rCCClve wliat 
lt'UlalilS ()f the latter back at the same prICe thell' account stands charged 
"Ith, ,,1111 h In then present desperate circumstanccs we judge the tnost 
cxpet1wnt means to leduce the debt. 

The !e lnest of the General of the North for a loan o£.batty blling 
next under conslderahon: Agreed lt IS no tIme now to make Ieflechons 
on the nnproyidence of that govel1lm~nt, or the retuIns we have hitherto 
met Wlth £01' all the good offices In our power. It IS our incapaClty aTone 
that hmders us nom such an assistance as they reqUIre. OUl' IIonoUl'able 
1\Ia~ters cannot but be sa.tisfied thercof from our consulta.tions of the 
18th and 23rd preceiling thIS application where our just dread of 
"antmg 1110YIbions ourselves IS already set «;>ut. It is agreed thcn that 

I The Portuguese General of the North to the President and Governor of Bombay 
daterl n"".ClD 2Hh .January 1739, and the I'reslIlent's reply dated Bombay Castle 
27th J,tn 1739, In ]'ubhc DIary 12 of li3S 39, 47 ·49 Forrest'. ~1~I~tha ~ene8 I 
J't r 27.~R I ' 
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a satisfactory answer be given the General by the President as subjoined 
to the-letter on thIS OCCaf'10n. 1 

About two months la.ter, 25th March 1739, the DIary contallJR t12e 
followmg entry: The Bandra fortIfications a.re blown up, wIth the 
consent of all parties, OUI'S, the PortugueEe, and ~Ia!rathas, whIch b,t 
had often pressed the President by letters and messages to h,we it 
ef£ected.2 

On the 4th February 1739 a consultatIOu was lleld at \\ llieh the 
PresIdent acquaiuts the Board that the meeting 18 to con~idcr the Lest 
and safest measures to be taken on the intelligence he has lately rec('!V(4 
that the Marathas would be on Salsette this day or to-morrow WIth an 
additional-force of thirty thousand men; that he is credibly informed 
-a number of boats are gettrng In readiness for some expedIhon both:at 
Arna~ Thana, aud other places belonging at present to the Mar:Hhlis ~ 
1J,nd that they give it out pubhcly and confidently that their dC~Jgn IS 

against the Island of Bombay. The President remalks that "hether 
thlS force and preparatlOns are really directed against this island OT not, 
and however wea.k we .,are lU the absence of our fleet, It beho\'eR 118 in 
all !espects to put oUI'selves in the best posture of defence wc aI'e aLle, 
eIther to prevent 01' deter any attempts of ~he people to get \Ipon the 
'island. To this the Board unammously agreeing the following orders 
and disposItions are resolved: Th9 Company hYIng no veRsel at 
present III port proper for the pUI'pose of defending to the seawl!.Hl the 
Breach and Backbay, the President makes a tender of three veF~eJs
the Success, the Anne grab actnally nnder despatch for Per€ia, and thc 
Rob81t fOl' S1l1"2.t-a.to be employed III tbis serVIce, WIth condItIon only 
'of a reasonable demurrage and allowance for ~s in case of accident. 
These are accordingly accepted and they are ordered to be statIOned off 
Mahim and strengthened with such a force as we can raise, Tlul<t for 
'the defence C!f our passes in the river, two luggage boats, the Honoul'a11e 
Company's balloon and launch and ManekjI's boat WIth twelve Wadi 
fislung boats ha forthwith equipped, fitted, and distributed In proper 
places. That the milItia be ordered on strict duty and that iifty 
.Bhand/his be added to the guard already at the Breach and fifty more 
at the extremity of Malabar Hill. Resolved hkewise that as entel'e<{ 
l1erea'fter a letter be sent express to Commodore Bagwell to hasten his 
ComIng up with the fleet which the President acquaints the 130111l{, by 
advices received trus morning in seven days from Goa, was seen import
mg iIDere by a tindal of a boat arrived here in the tune abovemenhoncd. 
Ordered tlll.t one month's provisions be supplied the out-forts as uRual, 
beSIdes two months' for 1'esel"Ve as stores not to be used but in Cu,,,tI of a. 
-siege'or other necessity.s • 

'l'he letter to Commodore BagwelirlIDs: Haying certain inwlhgence 
that the Marathas will be on the island of Saleette either to-day or 
to-morrow with ~ body' of thirty thousand men with a design to make a 
descent on this island, you are hereby ~1'ected to make the best of your 

1 Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 27th Jan 1739, Pub DIary 12 of 1738-39, 48-4;<. 
~ Bom. Gov. Dlary, 25th March 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 108. Fol'tt'4's 
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a Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 4th Feb. 1739, Pub. DIary 12 of 173839, lit-oj. 
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way hither with the squadron under your command. :£lut should the 
expected melChu.nt slups from nlheJlerq be undel' your ronvoy, you 
With :mother crmzer IIII' to take Cllle of them and despateh all the 
othels lutlWl' WIthout loss of hme.1 • 

It IS agreed b despateh a boat express to TelhehelTY, WIth a letter 
to the Cilld and Fa.ctOlS there, adVlslllg them of our neees~lhes m 
}lOlnt of glam WIth dllection that m case of b&ving enteled upon any 
beaty or con~posIhon With the Kamatak: Raja, so Ulat the export of 
M.lngalor llLe IS no longer prollihIted by them, they then contmct fOl 

twelve thousand robms of Ilce on the best terms they are able, 
letUllllllg tbe boat as soon as ma.y be, WIth adVIce of what convey,tnces 
they c.m possIbly plOcure to send up the quantity contmcted for, that 
we may Judge what tonnage WIll be necessary to speed to them fl'om 
hence, But that IT the mlSnnderstandmg shll contmues to such a 
degree as to render the export of rice flO1l;l Mangalor Impl'acbcable, 
tha.t they then m consIderation of the mgent necessIties of thlS 
]'lCsldency set on foot such an accommodation as may open the way to 
the Iehef of om straits, yet WIthout hazardlllg or endangerIng the 
pepper trade, the safety of willch they lI're to prefer to any other 
(onslderahon, and finally If they can fall upon any other way or 
expedwnt to supply us \1e would have them spare no endeavours towalds 
It as a most acceptable service tq tills Presldency,2 

The lOth February 1739 tbe PI esident acqualllts the BoaJ'd that last 
mght he IecClved adVIce that the POI tuguese had abandoned the fort of 
Vesava, and that on the Portuguese letreat to Bassclll the Mal'!lthas 
were actua.lly III possesSIon of that place. Also that the sIege of Basselll 
\\as more VIgorously pressed than ever by a very conSIderable PaJt of 
the Maratha army, so as to be lllImmment danger.s 

Tho 1 Hh February 1739 the PI'Csident Jays before the Board a letter 
flOm the Yweroyof Goa, dated the 31'd February 173!l., advlsmg that 
the l\lljJ'athhs aJ'e masters of the Island of Salsette adjOlnmg to Goa. 
Salsette IS so destItute of men, bemg drained by SUCcours sent up to 
the )IOIth, that he apprehends it WIll be WIth the utmost drfficulty 
thl'y Wl.I! be able to defend Goa Itself should the Mal'AtMs attack'It 
VIgOIom,ly, espeCially as Khem savant and the Sunda Raja had 
through fear OJ' othel means declrued agamst them, and JOIned the 
Mal'litha party. lIe requests m the most pressing terms 001' asslstmO' 
them \\ Ith men and ammumtIon WIth all expeditlOn, rest the 8uecou~ 
shonld l'l)lne too late. Addmg that theIr preservatIon Ol' destruction 
\\111 dCl'eud greatly on our resolutIon with regard to.tb.em on tIus 
(JCClihioll, • 

To the afol'eSl!.ld Viceroy of Ooa'e letter the Bombay Governor 
snd Prebldent sent a reply to the following effect: That the President 
has reCeived HlS Excellency's letter and is extremely concerned at the 

J PuLltc DIary 12 of 1788·39, 58. 
'BolO Gov. ConBultatlOll. 6th Feb 1739. Pub Diary 12 of 1738-39, 54 
':!;lom. GoO' OonBultatlOn, 10th Feb. 1739, Pub, Diary 1~ of 1138·39, 69 FoueBt'. 
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situatIon he. is ili. That this Pl'esidency now SUl'l'onnded .with th& 
same e1!emies bas absolutely no men to spare from the defence of the 
island itself, so that he dare not send Ollt the fleet even upon the ceca-. 
sions of the Presidency for fear of being too weak in its absence. ' That 
we might .strain so fa.l. as to spare a few warlike stQl'es, but that· we 
have no conveyance to send them: That he desires His Excelloncy to 
consider our own situation, and t.o believe, as it is rea.1\y trn~, that 11'"8 

want not inc1ination but-abilities to assist him in this present distres8. l 

The 20th Februai·y the General of the North takes notice of tlw' 
OPPOSItiOn complained of by the President from the Supel'i.or of Ole 
Jesults at Bandra against blOWing up their college, Thts he docs not 
know how to answer as he caunot understand hON the college can 
subsist when the bastion~ are bl~wn up.s ' 

The same day (20th February 1739) the P~'esident communica.tes to the 
Board two letters from John de Souza FelTaS Commandant of S.ilsette 
remonstratIng against the obstruction he meets with from the Supel'ior 
of Blindra in completing the works for the enme demolition of that 
place and thl'ea.tening hiru with the worst consequences if he goes ou 
with the destI'Uction. The Pl'esident had before l'l,'Ceived a protest 
agamst the same from the Superior: UI!0n this it is remark· 
ed that the power and influence of the sOClety is so g'l"ea.t that this 
Commandant dares not execute the ollders given him by the General of 
the North; and that to leave the college standing may be of grea.t 
disserVlce to this island, affording the Marathls a conv~)lient retreat or 
place of aJ'lDS whence they ma.y greatly incommode us. That therefore 
since it is for the llvident ~enefit of both nations to destroy the place 
entirely, if we cannot pl'OCUl'e their consent,.an expedient be tried to brIng 
the Padres to reason by refusing them the protection of this Govel'll
ment fOT then' persons and effects, which they may keep at their co\I(',b"e 
and defend ae;ainst the Marlithis j 01' if they abandon the college ma.y 
leave us at liberty to pursue our measures for the safety· of our froutler, 
WIthout engagin2' us in a controversy with the POi-tuguese Govel'Ument. 
The Secretary is ordered to repair to Banru'a to enforce and .explam 
our sentiments of the Padres' conduct, as well as to eXClte John d'Souza. 
FerI'as to the full performance of his orders.' 

:t'he· 5th March 1789 the President communicates to the Board a. 
proposal made mm by sunru'y inhahitants of the island of Kal'anja to 
take· possession of and hold the same for the Honoul'able Company. 
This l"ropo!l&l being now taken into consideration, it is obsel'Ved first that 
this tender c.mes from only a few private people without authority or 
powers sufficient to treat of or conclude such a matter, which therefore 
is no foundation to proceed upon. .Admttting that the neceesi.ty to be 
~rged from the situation and conveniency of that island together with 
Its sUlTender from the Portuguese to an ene~, which ,must inevitably 

, . 
M

l Born. Gov. Con9ulta.tion, 16th Feb. 1739, Pub. Diarl111 of 1788·39, Us, 'omit'. 
al'lltha. Senes, I. Pt. I. 30. "' 
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happcn O'IVCS us a nght to seize It for oursclvcs, we apprehend the 
attelllPt ~ uur plesent cllcumsmm!es 18 no wise plUdent or lit 1!0 l'lbk 
£.)1' thc' fullowmg reasons. It would leqUlrc, the l'albmg at ,least. tweh e. 
or lifteen hlUlwed men to ruslodge the troops now on Ka.IanJI1. wIth 
~Ianlljl m person. And though It l,S probable, unlcss opposed by thc 
~Ia.Iathas, "e n~ght carry the attack thiough With sl~ccess, yct as a 
suffiCIent f.)lce could nut be got together WlthQut rusarmmg our passes, 
and that the Ple-ldellt has eel tam mtelhgenoo of a lalge number of 
l\l.u..ith.\s assembled at Marol (.tbout eight lffi1es north-east of Baudra) 
app.llently "ith no good mtentlOn, sueh a step ll1lght and probably 
\\ ould be aUcaded with bad consequences to our Isl.tnd, as It IS rCJ,sonable 
to expect the M.trathis would attack our passes when they found them 
ungu.tlded. Nor would our sellUle or takmg of Karanja be attended 
\\ Ith any seeme mamtenance For so long as the Mar!tthas contlllue 
III the nelghboUlhood, the chalges must exceed the revenue which we 
llie sure our Honourable Masters would be httle lllehned to support. 
The fort Itself at Karanja IS m Its plesent eonrutIon entIrely untenable, 
Lemg a large l'Ulnous fortIficatIon COlffiUanded by a neighbourlllg 
en11nenoo A new forl would be necessary fOl' the prcserva,tIon of the 
place and the :Marathas would not f.tll of attacklllg It, as they conSider 
Kal.tuja part of the POituguese domain, and even now aVOW that 
I1l.1uuJI Angrm has takeu pOS8eSSlOn of It for them In whil:h case It 
w"uld lequne at least twelve hUllru'ed men wlth competent ammullltlOn 
and btoles to glln'lSon It With any hopes of holdmg out. EspeCially 
blUce the A'gns or salt laboUlers, who made a body from seven to 
eight hundled men well al'med and chIefly depended upon i'tlr the 
defence of the place, aIe gone over to the encmy and were indeed the 
means of his mtIoductlOU. All whIch consideled, though we cannot 
hut be 80n.lble of the gleat mconvemence to Bombay of thIs new 
nelg'hwlll, It IS agleed that we f01bea1' any attempt of tills sort that 
may eIther entlanger the safety of OID' own Island or.mvolve us in 
mel cased chalges.1 

Hope of help flOm Bombay faIllllg, a few days la"er (12th March) 
Karauja sUl'leudCled to Manajl, the garrison being perlffitted to depal t 
"Ith theIr baggage. Captain Inchbu'd l'eturlllng flom Kalanja 
rCPlJIted that agreeably to the orders gIven him for destroying M.anajl's 
gllhvats,the bomb ketch and Tnumph were stationed at the northmost 
pomt of the I_land and himself with the D~fiance and all our .Iarge 
gahvat~ to the southward, and that they had the good fortune t~ brmg 
away Clght Hghtlllg gahvats and thIrteen fishing boats, setting fire to 
one other gahvat whIch they could not get off. The vessers wele ordered 
b:1Ck to tholr statIon at the passes, except the Rl'ttannia and Carolma. 
who are to continue m Pen rIVer' to prevent any of Manaji's boats 
pasr,ing.9 

The 16th Apnl 1739 the President (Honourable Stephen Law) offers 
to the conr,ideratIon of the Board the necessity of agreeing and fixing upon 
some measures to be observed with our new neIghbours the Marathas. 

I Born. Gov CODsuitatloD,5th March 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738·39, S8-89. 
Forrest'. Maratba 8elletl. 1 Pt 1. 33. • 
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Sundry: paJ.!graphs of our Hon. Masters' letter.s concernmg om 
conduIt. with the country govel'1lmeJts being read and cOUlliderud, the 
PreSldent remarks that theIr whole tenou)' recommends and enjollls OUl' 

cultivatulO' a fnendly co/respondence with these people, aVOlclmg all 
just occa~ons of l'Uptnre or enmity, to which accol'Q.l.ngly it \,ecomes 
0:11' duty to conform To thIS end, htl' observes, It 18 not sllffieient to 
lll'ofess a neutrahty lU words, while the Marath \s have the COllt.YI1I'Y to 
l'eproach us With in actions such as furnishll1g the Portugne'l' \\Ith 
warlIke stores and ammunition, willle we contInue to Ill'ohlht the 
export of lead Hon and other commodities to their country, "filch tll,·y 
cannot but resent as unfriendly treatment. That therefore It may be 
expedient to try what effect ~ cautious and well mana&,eJ. compliance 
may have in such ru ticles as they may requu'e of us, aud whilJh If they 
cannot obtain immediately from hence, they can always come at (thongh 
perhaps at a greater expense) by another channel, the commcrce tor 
them bemg free to the northward. So that this condescension uf ours 
may, without any prejudice to I the pubhc good 01' safety, in bOIllB 

meaSUIe correspond Wlth the orders of om' Hon. Mastel'S, ant! fC'ne 
to remove an)' occasion OP complaint from the above promlation. U JJOD 

tills it is agreed that ~the President do, OD any such ap11licatuJU flOlll 

the Marath is, ruscretionally furnish them Wlth the artIcles the) Ill.iY 
reqUlre and in the quantity he may judge convenient. l 

The same day (16th April 1739) tile President communicates to the 
Board the pressing Instances he has recelved in two lettRrs frum the 
Viceroy of Goa to assist Bassem and Cha.ul (at least B .. "suin) \I itL 
money and muniti,.ons of war. He specially nobces oue lctter flOm 
Crutan d' SoUZa demanding in the name of his Portuguese Majesty a 
loan of Rs 1,00,000 and so very large a supply of nuhtary 8tule~. as 
in its present SItuation thi.s place could not pOSSIbly affold WIthout c\ iJ .. ut 
danger and imprudence. The said demands bemg taken into Cl\l1ol

deratIon--It is u.nanimously ag'1'eed that we have Dot authorIty suHiewut 
from our Hon. Masters to hazard any loan but at the l'lsk of OlB' ,owu 
fortunes, as m~y be imdent from the strict ten our of theIr onll·I'tl. 
That we will readily afford them whatever stol'es we can sparll f!Om 
the demand of our own garnsons, and they can payor give slltlicicut 
siCul'lj;y for. The PreSldent is accol'dinO'ly deslred to explam to tlle 
Commandant of the North the l'estrictlOn the consbtution of 0111' 

govttrnment lays us under, and the readiness we are in to fUi ni.h " hl\t
ever ~slstanCtl' to them we can without disobedIence to our SUj\l1liOIS, 
or endan~el'ing the safety of our own island, contrary to the ll'ust 
reposed III US, bemg otherwise justly sensible of their dlbtnN and 
wilhng to assist and relieve them.l 

. Next day (17th Apl'il1739) the President acquaints the Boaru that he 
has snmmoned trus meeting expressly to lay before thel\1 the repeated 
application from the Portuguese for some assistance of money amI 
stores, bemg reduced to the utmost extremities and in immment danger 

1 Born. Gov. Consultation, 16th April 1739. Pub Dia.ry 12 of ]738·39. )28. 
I Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 16.tb .Aprll 1739, Pub. Dull'Y 12 of 1738-39, L!9-130. 
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of losing Bassein their capital Clh' in the north, without our immedIate 
compbance ,nth then demand , a~.1. to desIre then' opmion wheth~r and 
hO\\ far tIus extrltOlUlllltry emelgency may justllY us to our Han. 
~lastel'<;, .houlU we ventUle on alIoHhng th()Iil. a small supply to prevent 
the ll\stJnt loss of that town. 

The President goes on to leml1lk tha,t however direct or positive 
then' onler. may be agJ.lnst on any pletext whatever hazarding any part 
of thetr esbte lU foreign loans, yet III the pwsent ctmjunctures some 
(>xpedlent appealS unaVOIdably necessary for the aSsIstance of the 
POling uese, 

Tha.t since the MallHhas have hItherto given us no opportunity of 
makmg any overtUIes fOl settlmg a'peace or fl'lendly eorrespondence wIth 
thell' govelllment, and seemg that, on thell'reduction of Bassem, we have 
just HJasons to applehend they may gIve us bouble, the prefervahon of 
Bassem appealS to be greatly for the mterest and safety of tlus Island. 
If Bassem shouhl at ouce be iOlced to sUll'ender for want of a small and 
seJSollilble rehef, besIdes the Ieproach we mIght gIve 'wom for in dealmg 
too lk'1rtlly wIth a lliltIon so stnetly alhed to ours 11l Europe, the troops 
of thesc Mal1itMs are too neal' our Island ri'ot to justIfy om entOling 
upon some measures to plcvent theI!' deSIgns or at the least to gam tune, 
by enablIng the POituguese to support themselves tIll the lams set in, 
,,'hen the enemy WIll not be able to contmuc in then' benches before the 
to\\n Even before the lams a favomable cnSIS may p')sslbly ensue, 
and elthel the Mauith:is be -called off by the apploach of Shaw Nadir's 
boops 01' on the success of an embassy Eent flom Goa to the Sh~hu 
Rctjil be oblIged to g'lVe over theu' SIege, 

On all consideJahons It is unanimously agreed that the tl'l1st 
Jep0secl m us of consulting above everythmg' the mterest of om I-Ion. 
)bstels In the seeUIity and preservatIOn of thIs pla('(), lequires our 
ventunng a loan on thIS occasIOn even at the hazard of otV- own puvate 
fortunes, m case of the same bemg wsavowed by our Employers It is 
accol<lmgly resolved that a sum not exeeedmg Rs, 15,000 be advanced 
the POituguese, talnng such secuutyas may be got for Iepayment of 
the Fa,me, on the Hon Company's account, and the PresIdent is 
de"nccl to slgnUY to the POI tuguese Commandant that tlus is done by 
way of pllvate contl'lbubon, and not III contradICtIOn to the refltsal we 
wele lmllted to In OUI' pubhc capacItIes 1 

The lRt May 1739 the Hon. Stephen Law Esq., Pl'esiJent· and 
Govel1l llJ "f Uombay, laid before the Board the following lettei from 
Cmtan d'~uuza Pel'ell'a Commandant of the North, dated Bassein the 
Nth Aplll 1739: I receIved your Excellency's letter of the 16th 
Apul regardmg the loan of Rs. 01,00,000 as lIkewise some assist
ance of ammumtion, lU the consternation and extremities to w"luch 
this place IS reduced. Upon wluch matter your Excellency is pleased to 
write that such as~istance does absolutely not depend on you to give not
wlthstanwng your frIendly disposition to favoUI' and assist our n~tion. 
These expleSSIOns I hold for true and smcere knowmg the pal'ticulal' 

I Bom (;ov. Consultation, 17th April 1739, Pub. Diary 1.2 of 17,38.39, ]81-132. 
F"rrest's Maratha SerIes, I, pt, I. 35·36. 
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regard you Cave always shoWIl- to It, But seeing thIS place absolutely 
cannot preserve itself witb,out succ"our from abl'Oltd, and thll.t I ('nn 
obtain succour nowhele but from your Excellency, as well by IcnllOn of 
the mutual1;llllOn betwixt o·m· two nations, as of the mterest your u.,],mU 
has iu our preservation consIdering the great and .dangcrou~ COIl'C

quences that may result from OUl ruin, I mUf:,t agam Importulle )"\11' 
Excellency in the hopes that your generosity and good lh"poHtVlU "Ill 
be agamst the losing tills place and the capItal of tills pl'ovmcc, \\ luiht It 
lies so neal' a natlon willch in Europe mamtams a strict fl'lt)Dd~hJP with 
us, and who do not want for means to prevent a l'Uln of such 
importance, 

Y OUl' Excellency is not unapprised that in your island there arc 
several vassals of this state who have taken refuge thither from sevoral 
parts with effects to a considerable amount and have l'eoH!etl lIndel' 
your Government with what they had thus brought away, tho\1hh tho 
greatest part of It did not belong to them, Upon which mn.ttcl', tho 
senate of thIS city has been convened WIth the Plelatcs of OUI' lelil,;lOIlS 
orders and plivate persons. Your Excellency's letter WitS la,ld \ .. ,f,Jl e 
them with proof of the ~ant of necessaries to defend the pln.ce Upon 
whlCh It was unanimoualy agreed that r~course should be hrtd to thepe 
l'e£ugees, and that extraordmary and even fOlClble means ~hunl<l be 
used with them. That, m the m~nhme, while these elTcets 1.110 

thus .wIthheld by persons takmg refuge under other jumJletions, 
applIcations should be made to those governments, WIlh IC(l'l<'~t t.f 
~ir favow' and assistance in raIsing a loan to the royal tr'()<t8Ul'Y' 

By copy enclosed of an Act of Council in the 8(11(1 beJlI.1tf', yOUI' 

Excellency will see It is agreeable to our rights and law!) thal vu,'Hala 
shall be obliged to fUl'lllsh aSSIstance to their kmg, and that his ofil(,(,l's 
have lawful autholity to oblIge them to hclp. 

I am certainly mformed that on your Island the persons naDlt'd in 
the accompa,;Ylllg hst hold considerable effects, of which they alll 

subject to lendelO account as well because the effects do not belong to 
them as by reason of their vassaldge. As this benefit to us C!11111ut 1)1) 
dbtamed WIthout your Excellency's favour and protection mtl']'\ rmng 
to that effect knowing your paI,tlcular d.eslre to assist and £l1V,ml' our 
nttiorf, I request that your Excellency will be pleaEed to pernnt 01' gIVe 

leave for searching the houses of the persous named In the s~J h~t 
giviItg order for all aSSIstance and favour to the OfIiCCl'S I scnd on this 
employment, 01' that our end may be ebtaIned with mOle cabe' as 
well as witb.less noise, that your Excellency will be pleased to scud 
for them before you, and order them to give a fa.ItlUul account of 
what they have m their possessiOJl, that on discovery of the amount 
whieh must not be mconsiderable, it may be used as -a pledge fo1' 
payment of the ammunitions which the place is in want of, allu \\lJi('h 
your Excellency tells me are ready on am' paying the value or ginng 
seculity for It. 

In, this city on OlD.' using extl'am'dinal'J measnres, in virtne of th,~ 
abovementioned Act of CounCIl, we have ruscovel'ed a small parcol of 
plate, which I likewisc am determined to apply to tho poymrllt f,)1' 
ammunitions and warlike stores that your Excellency may gmbt fIlt>. 
But as the plate belongs to the churches

l 
and that a consulol'aLle 101lt! 
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WIll aJiw 011 bleaking It down, I w~uld fa,in know of your Excellency 
If the Company would allow such a benefit .to ~ur ~ta~, as the htkmg 
It m pawn for a uebt to the amouut of lilts llltrll1SlC value wIthout 
inteIcst· 01' "hether it is necessary trut It should be sold, that I lllay 
Ienllt It' weighed 1'Il.th exactness; trustifig that your Excellency willlU 
tins lllatter as iu all others act for the best in bvour of the Ulgcnt 
nC('t'sbities this place is at present reduced to. 

J.\u ther, ill case aU this 18 not sufficient to engage an assistance 
lJl Oill" present extlCmo, wstIoss, m order that the Company may h.1ve 
seeullty for mOllie3' advanced to tills place, I offer your Exeellcncy some 
pIeces of blass ordnance' either m payment or pawn for the uebt. 
II.wmg tlus consiueration that It is most beconllng my nation tha,t 
It should bo known to ilie world how for tho plCsorvat!on of thca 
Kmg's (,lty It was strIpped of its artiUelY (the prlllClpalmstrumcnts of 
ILs defence) willist they put iliell' trust more lU then personal V'.llou!', 
1Il thcir constant fidelity and zeal, than III the extmmwn.1ry fOl('e 
or haHlness of metal. So that If your Excellency WIll please to accept 
of tlus pledgc, on adVIce flom your ExcellencJ, I wIll send the PlOCCS 
or Oldnance that may be necessary to pay the debt lUCUl'Ied. If 
to all the~c ploposeel meatiures your Excellency 01 your CounCIl "hall 
object as lUconvenient, I have no others nor any rCCOill"se besIelcs 
fur the pleSCl'VatIon of tills plac8. COllSlelering the reasons above 
deelared, and the fatal ruin we must otherwise unelergo, I hope that 
,our Excellency, for the service of HIS Most SClene l\Iaj('~ty of 
i'ortugal, at least WIll consent to succour us WIth somc ammuUltion to 
enaLle us to pcrsISt in the defence of thIS place. ,And for the }laymenL 
of tins advance HIS Majesty w111 be bouml by hIS agent anel all Ins 
l'ass.1b, as 1 Lave wrote yoUl Excellency lU my last letter, If they have 
nut !" .. t all clCdIt and reputation WIth your nation, winch they ale so 
cawful to lllcserve. 

By !eason of the great want of people for the eletenee anJ serVIce 01 
thIS place, thlOugh the dIsperSIOn of a number of our vas!la\s lU wffeIeut 
Ila1'ts, I came to a resolutIon of publishmg a proclamatIon rccalhng. 
tJ "'m all Wlth their effects wlthm ilie term of fifteen days, undeI 
penaltIes m case of contl'aVentlOn. Anel as sevClal persons have ri' .. 
IJl'ebcnteJ tn me their applehenslOn of trouble lU obcymg tIllS Oldei· for 
fem of th01r credItors, consldel'lng it as my duty to consult III t4eFe 
cuujunctl11~s what may be most useful to the Kmg's scrVICe, I have 
Oluerecl ltlliJther proclamatIon to be published, 01 mdemruty III ·"uch 
ca,cs a" ,I UtiI' Excellency may see by copies enclosed of said proclama
tlon~. 'l'hat these proclamations may meet with due oJJservanco, 
I request 0.£ YOtll' Excellency free leawe for aU the vassals of this state 
tu lCtUln to thIS place WIthout impediment or molestatlOn to theIr persons 
and cffeets that they may bl1.n~ with them. Also that these lwoclama
tions may be pubh~hed on Y0ill" Island to remove any pretext of iguOl ance 
COn&lUel1.ng the great advantage may accrue from this expedIent to th~ 
Kmg's sernce and towards the preservation of the place, the enomy's 
approaehes to which and method of attack may appear more clearly to 
your Excellency by your officer's dehneation and report which arc now 
sent for your Excellency's observation. 

At the same Uleetmg this second letter of the same date (24th April) 
WolS al~o read . A~ the ve>sels which I have bere alC BO<J1l to proceed' 
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to Goa, and I know not when thos~ I have sent to Daman may al1m~ 
I request your Excellency to do me the honour to send ~) tillS Jh: 
WIth all P03s1hle expcilitio~ a sec;ue vessel of war, fl)!: our seuwng upon 
her the small stock we have discovCled to be applIed to paymeut for 
ammumtions as I have before wrote to your ExcelJency. Our "ant 
of ammunition IS so urgent and the season is so fal' aUvaIlCt'J. Jour 
Excellency weU knows how necessary it IS I should make fuc Lebt n~e of 
the lIttle tIme I have left. In the hope the ammunition may bo l('dUY to 
come wIthout dclay I have given instructions to the Ca}ltain COlUmllllll.mt 
;Tohn d'Souza Ferras to adjust this matter with your Excel\(}]wy, and 
at the same hme to lequest yOUl' Excellency to send us budl bmklaYlll's 
and carpenters as belong to our jurisdiction, and ale now upun yom 
island Oul' want of them for the service of this placc is great, RS woll 
as onr nced-of chunam for which we must dcpend upon your Excelltlncy'll 
rnendly dIspoSItion,1 

After due consideration of these two letters we comc ttl the 
followmg lcsoluhons: That we will accept of ilie pledge tCl1l1l'H,d in 
plate 01' wrought silver, and will advance the amount (,f itB lllttl1Nt: 

va lue reuee=ble Wlthnt the term of one year WIthout inh'l'c" t, Thut 
whatever l)lass guns ale not absolutely nccessary to the d(,£cl1c~ of tho 
place, we shall be the more willing to accept on the hke telIlL\ as wo 
ale not WIthout great apprehensions of the place falling soon Into the 
l\fallHh:is' hands, when the cannon found thcre WIll propoltJ'iUalJly 
strengthen and enable the MarittMs to carryon any further dl'''l!;Us 
they may have, That we cannot admit of the proclamation I cfel'l'eo. 
to ill the smd lrttors being affixed 01' otherwise pu1h;.hcll ill the 
manner the Commandant desircs, as such a practice is l'cpugnant to 
the forms and authOl'Ity of our own Gove11lment. Much Iesf\ can we 
suffer 01' conmve at any compulsIve meaSUl'es to be useo. \\ Ith th~ll' 
subjects that have taken lefuge here, it beiug inconsistent \\Ilh tIl{) 
hberty and "priVileges granted to aU who take protection uuder this 
Govc11lment, though we shall gladly give all encouragement in 0\11' 

power to piomNe all voluntary contributIons and asslstanee to them 
.in their present mstless. That we will send thcm "hateycl' stOles 
for the defence of Bassein we can spru'e WIthout unm11libluug' tlw3 place . 

.['hat any blicklayers or carpenters they may procme here to go 
voluntarily upon their service at Bassein shall have fJee hhcl'ty to 
letWl' tluthel'. The Pl'eFident is accordmgly desired to answer the 
abole lettel s in these terms. -. 

Debating what plice to fix on the stores to be sparod thcm from 
this Presidtl'ncy, it is observed by the President that lIB the f;pal'iug' 
these stOles in order to save or at least enable the city of lla.s,em 
to. hold out some time longer, i§ neither a. point of profit 01' f,WOlU'_ 

(consultiug as we do in it chiefly our own safety alld intl'lebt) we 
ought in this case to omit the cha1'ging of the twenty rol' cont 
advance, usual on stOles sold to any but the Honoul'able Company's 
servants, by whieh lemission the Portuguese will gam a fJ.itl. l1l the 
quantIty to be furnished them, and consldel'. the same as 1\ l"al anJ 
timely obligatIOn. To this fue Board concurs and aglees,~ 

I Pub, DIary 12 of 1738-39,161.165. Forrest's Maratha Series, I, Pt. 1 5i·~~. 
2 Bom. Gov, Consultatlon, 1st May 1739, Pub. DIary 12 of 17383:1, 157-1::;1:1. 
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Sixchvs later (ithMay 173\)) the·President acquaints the Bomd that 
)csteiday he receIved the melancholy news that Oll the 5th lllstunt the 
rapltul.tllOns h.1.J been signell for the slU'lenikr on the 12th of the (,Ity 
of B."I:'sem to Chimnaji the nIauHha general. The cause of bUlrcndcI was 
t he ~ncccss of the t" elye 01' thll teen mines the 1\f.1uHh.is SI)} ung on the 
elll t.nns .lUll bastIons The place IS so sm'l'ounded "Ith water that only 
{Iucc l,f the elc\'en bastIons weiC subject to be att.tcked. StIll the nunes 
Ill.llle .nth bleaches III two of the thlee as wnc1elcd the stormlllg' ycry 
l'"actJcab1e 'rhls the Marath-ts attempted with the utmost fury and resu
lailOn Se\'e!'al hmes repulsed they as often l'etm ned to the attack, anlI at 
leno th =melllodgments on the bastrons. The Portugucbe wcalled and 
iL11~sEed wIth so w::um an actIOn lasting over two days, haYlllg seveJal 
of theIr officers and many people krlleil, and thell' ammullltlOll nllar 
em.l1lstcJ, observmg the place was no langei tenable agarm,t sueh 
nUluhel~, h()}~teu a wlute flag and sent one of theu officers to tre.lt of a 
sllllendcr ChImmljI allowed them the space of a week to evacll.1tc the 
t{lll n un the very honomable eonilitlOns noted below. 

The ConsultatIon conbnues: The Commanlllfnt of the N 01 th havmg> 
malIc applrcahlln to the PleSldent for aSSI;,tance from tIns Gnvcl'Ilment 
of boats and wSEels to bllng away the rnhabltants and theIr eft'ccts 
accOlumg to the tClms of the capltulatrons, orders h:wo been gIVen 
i1llmecl.l.1tely to prepale "hat number of boats could be proc1U'ed, to be 
eent to BasEem to assist them m tlus dIbtresffnl conjuncture 'l'he 
l'nnce of Wales and three gahvats were uppolllted to conyey them 
sate flom any attempts on the sea Resolved lrkewlse, as the Command
ant of the KOlfu IS oblIged to seek harbour hew WIth Ius people trll 
the lamy season 1$ over, that the most honourable lCceptIon be 
g'l\('U hUll, ancI a lodgIng be prepared for hIm smtable to hib station 
"Ill! SUlh [l"commoc1atIon as ean be got fOl lodgIng rus people Tins 
hmtment we dunk due to a natIon in fllendEhIp WIth ours" c"pecI.ll1y III 
thL'll lJlesent mshessed deplolable conihtlOn, 'Ve hope the Cll'cum
stauC'PS Will appear III that hght to om' I-Ionomable Ma~teIs.l 

The folIo\,> ing were the conilitlOns of surrender. 
1 The sard Clumnajl Appa shall IJelmit fwe pas~age out of th~ 

town to all lhe hoops as welliegular as au:ulrallcs, WIth then arms W 
olll11l', (11 \lm~ heatIng and COIOUIS flyIng, also Vllth four pwces of C~l1lUn 
aud two mOl tars. 

2. lIe .hall hkeWIse grant rlee passage out to all the noble fa!;l.Iilies 
th..tt are now In the town, WIth all their moveables and effects, as alA(~ 
to all the Chl'ibtIans Gentus and MOOlS who do not choo~e tu l'emarn 
1U the place, and that Wlth aU theIr goods and efleets 

3 He ~hall permit flee and umnolested passage ont or the pori or 
tllhl l,lace to all vessels or war now III it with therr al'ullcry and }J1'0-

Yld.!d a t all pomts f01: defence as well, as to all other ve;;sels whoso 
0" ltvl s do not (hoose to wmam. 

4. lIe Fhal! fU1'llibh all the vessels that may lle wantcd (charges 
pnid) tu convey away to Bombay, Chaul, 01' Daman, as well the l1ub/o 

1 nom Gov. ConsulhtlOll, 7th May 173(1, Pub Di<try 12 of li3S·3(), 168 170 lfor
rest'o M.udtua SerJ(s, I. Pt. I, BI)· 40. 
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froruhos as t'lC common peoille, with.aU in general Umt choo~c to II'lIvc 
the l)l~e W'lth their goou' and effects, wluch they Elmll <'any 'Illh 
them; and shall engage t4at Augria sha.ll not rob 01' stl ip tlH'm of 
what they carry, upon the sea, until they have arnved at theu 1\,·"tllJc.1 
port. 

5. He shall lIkewise grant flCe passage to aU in religiollfl ortlt'l'~, 
and to the priests in general (~ho do not choose t{) remain III the 1,l.trt') 
WIth Jea.ve to carry off their goods and effects such n:s they may llnt 
~cll hcfolchand. 

6. IIc shall permIt ille shipping off and carrying out l,f thc l,lar,' 
all VIctualling stores and ammunitions of war lU the towu bduugill!.:' 
to the inhabItants and defenders; and in general aU treasUlc iu guM 
(lr sllYer with everyone's proviSIOns and movea.bles, as lilic\\i&c mel'; 
thmg belongmg to the ehUl'ches (If whatever sort 01' value. • 

7. That the Christians who remain volUllta.rily in the 1)la('e .hall 
mjoy the liberty of worshipping God in the falth they profc~q, liS 

lrke\\ise all over the district belongmg to that jUliswction "Jthout 
wing robbed or stripped ~f what they have got. The same is tn Ilt' 
observc(l m every lespect WIth the Gcntus alld Moors that shalt chn')bC 
to stay behind, each a.eeording to his law. 

8, The said Chimnaji shall fOi th"fith I'ol03se all the pli&(I]1(']'S m 
his power, that they may have tho benefit of coming away in m)' 
cnmlJltny. And I mUlestore all that I have got, lor lnm to Ull'POSC 

l'f as he thinks propel') in retw'll for those of our side. 
9, On the day appointed for the gllJ'l'ison's eYl\Cuating the I,lara 

'l\hieh is the 12th }\fay (23rd of May N. S.) his army slmllretl:eat t" 
MadrapUl', that I may with my troops go ovor tile "aIls and emlm1. 
flee of any feal' of molesta.tion from his army. . 

10. Chi~ji Appa himself' shall engage not to entel' the t<nm 
with hIS troops till I am safely emoorke(l with mme and all the people 
that go with m~ and got out of the I'each of the artillery of the }l1are . 
• II. Chimmtji Appa shall purchase whatever proYi~ions mOV(.·l\hl~ 

01' effects the mha11t.'1.uts 01' others in the p1»-ce may have and want t" 
Edl, by the means of persons of Cl'edit or trust, and to that end Ellall 
send into the town thIrty sueh Banians to aglCe the price, paying the 
l'alu~ to the proplieto]'s, and receIving the things so pmchased. 

12 ... That "hilst Chimnaji Appa shall be in possession of this city, 
he shall fOl' ever maJ.ntain the privilege of three chUlches "ithin it, 
(hesides) one' in the district and one on the island of StLlsettc, fo1' tile 
Chrisballs tilat shall remain in the ~aid city, 01' places stipnlated for, 
whCJe they may freely exercise all the acts of their religion. The salll 
dun-ches shall have theU' CUl'ates subject to the most illustrious and 
l'e\'crend Primate of India, for lum to settle tlleir propcr junsdiction 
for tlw cultivation of the said Clll'lstianity. Whatever images I may 
leave behind shall be snffered to rema.in in the said chUl'chel', "ith the 
most necessary ornaments fOl' adol'llmg them. And fOl' the security of 
th~.rClfol'mance (,f aU the above arbcles of capitulation, the saul ('him
llnJl Appa sballl'igll Ule same 3('('ol'ding to his custom, 1\11(1!'hall hkt'
"N confirm and. lahfy them \\Ith his OW11 s(',\l aUtI th!.\t of Bliju'<l\ the 
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Q'cneral of all the Sluihu Raja's V·oops. This being executed, the said 
t~hlmn!1jl AI)pa ~hall send one of his principal officers to my satisfac
twn to remain as an hostage on board a ve~el of war in the channel 
of the bar of this place, out of the reach of the artillery, And for the 
secul'lty of such 00' officer, I will fend olo1e of mine to stay in his army 
tIll thcse stIpulations have 'been performed, when I will lehlln his 
oflil'or m exchange of mine. Likewise as soon as he has mtified 
these capitlllations"he shall order his people t;() letire from the foot of 
the walls into theU' batteries and benches to the distance of twenty 
races; evacuatmg also the breaches, leaving m each the numbcr of 
twcnty mcn. In the mterlm there shall be no jnnovation on eithel' 
Blllc, or any new work be carried on. To thl8 is added : 

I Chimnijl Appa accept of the above articles of sun'ender, except 
the SIXth relating to the -mumtions of war wluch I Will purchase 
and the ninth wluch I will not engage for. For ratificatIOn thereof 
I ~et my seal to them m my CanlP before Bassem the 16th May 
1739 (N. S.)1 

The terms of capitulation were honoumbly eairl'ied out pn both sides. 
On the 13th May 1739 the King George and three galivats arrived 
fl0m BasEein Bar, bringing seveml boats and two grabs under then .. 
convoy, With the garl'l8On and inhahita.nts of Basseiu and their effects, 
together WIth Caltan d'Souza Commandant in the North and Gove1'llor 
of Basseiu.2 

Two days later (15th May 1739) the Board agreed that, as Bassein 
is l'cduced, It will be rughly proper to send a. letter of compliment to 
C'hlmuajl Appa with a small pl0sent in the eastern manner, to consist of 
Slx)'alds of red velvet, six Yal'ds of green, and six Yal'ds of cloth. This 
prcsent Bhiku Smay 18 pitched upon to-carry, a person the best qualified 
we can find for suQh an employ, as the same may be an opemng 01' mtro
duction to a further know ledge and insight into Chimllliji s movements 
alld deslgns.s 

Three weeks later (8th June 1739) the President acquaints the BOal'd 
that Blliku Sinay was returned with a. civil allSwer from Chiuma,ji woo 
h,lfl given the said messenger a fnendly and favourable reception. Soon 
after al'1 ived two deputies from Chlmnaji with a letter to the Pre.ideItt, 
and ass\U'anees of a desire on the pal't of the Marath8s to maintaIn 
peace and fnendship With this Government, concerning the regulatio:ft and 
establIshment of wmeh they pl'Oposed treatlDg and cominCl'to &O']'ee
mt'nt. Accordmg to Bhiku Slllay's report the conference he

o 
had ~ith 

Chimna,jl passed chiefly in some exceptIOns taken by him ~t our conduct 
since theIr invasion of the Portuguese territories. To these Bhiku 
made sUltabTe allSwers and explanations, wherewith Chimnaji seemed 
sahsfiell.. When he was about takin~ leave Chimnaji gave him an 
lunt, a~ If he expected we should assl8t him WIth a loan of money, 
for whICh he quoted what alds of that sort had been furnished the 
SuLs and Portuguese. The deputies since arrived havinO' in their 
discourse with the President ponfined themselves chiefly to general 
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2 Born. Huv. GonBult .. t,on, 13th May 1739. Pllb. D,ary 12 of 1738.39 iS4 • 
'BOlD, Gov. Con~ultatlon. 15th May 1739, l'llb. DlIIry 12 of 1738-39; 187: 

Chapter I. 
• -r 
Histor~, 

Fall of Basscm, 
1739. 

Portugueso 
10 Ilomuay, 

1739. 

MartlthB 
Negotllttlons, 

1739, 



Chapter I. .- . 
~lstory. 

Ma~,ttha 
N egotiatlollS, 

ml9. 

Capt. Inchblrd 
sent to 

ChIItl IMJI, 
1739. 

(Rlstonca.l 

214 BOMBAY TOWN' 

assurances g£ their master's good mtentions to our nation, and Chim
najl Itt his letter desirmg tl1at Capt3ln Inchbirtl may be appointed to 
comer WIth him more part.culady about the m~ans of fetihng a good 
harmony an<l understanding WIth this Govemment, the J>rc81dcnt 
proposes the sendmg of Captam Inchbild, as no. III cOllseflucnces 
can be apprehended from rus gomg On the contrary as wo may 
expect the mOl'e fl'lendly overtures m consequence of our gratlfYlng 
·him WIth his choice of a person to treat WIth, it is agreed that CajJtfLln 
Inchblld be iustantly des11atched to Clumuajl WIth proper iUbiluclions 
and a competent present.l 

The same day (8th June 1739) the following instructtul1S were 
cOl1veyeu to Captain James Inchblrd : Chimna,ji Appa, the ~Iarj,tha 
general, having applied very urgently for a person to 1e deputell 
to them, and you being named by him as one that would be a,ccept
able for a personal c.onference, wherein it may be requi~lte to 
treat of several matters of great importance to the welfare of this 
Island, we have on mature delIberation come to a resolutIon of 
sendmg you on the part of the Honourable Company on tIns 
deputatIOn. You will flerewith receive my credential lrUfll' amI 
such presents as I could judge (or were to be procured) the most 
fittmg and adapted to the liking of these people, to whom I would 
have you take proper notice of my friendly dIsposition in gratify
ing this their particular request of my sflndmg you. You are by 
experience so well versed in the nature, cUstom3, and manners of 
the Gentu governments round us that I need add no instructions 
on those heads. As to the most material points which you may 
want authority or directions to propose, or answer, and for your 
general guidance in the management of your conferences with 
Bajmtv, ChimnaJi, or those authorized to treat WIth you on his or 
theIr parts, :rou will find them contained in the following articles: 

(1) If the Marath:is are desirous sincerely to improve a good 
understandi:ag, so we are the same. 

(2) We win not suffer the Portuguese to attack the lIIaratMs 
from any part of this island; therefore it will be needless for 
the Marathas to erect any work near the passes, as such can be 
of no other use than to cause us jealousy, They must be sensible 
'ie have no sort of intention to violate the friendship which we 
openly profess a desire of maintaining. 

"(3) That as the real end of our ho1cling Bombay is to circulato 
a free trafie round us, so we wish to have some favour showed 
us in the duties of the rivers, which will encourage the resort 
9.,f merchants, and prove therehy of more utility to tIre Marathas 
tnan can arise to them by heavy impositions .• 

(4) That we on our parts are desirous of fixing on some terms 
of agreement tending to encourage the inhabitants on each rude, 
and If any manufactures of goods proper for us bc ,'Jet about in 
the places subject to the Marathas we shall willingly be pur
chasers thereof, provided we can be furnished on reasonaLle 
condition,~. 

1 B?m. Gov. COllsult~t\On, 8th June 1739, Pub. D,alY 12 of 1738 39,212·213. 
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(5) That our force now mai4ltll,mcJ as well by lan:l as sea is 
merely intended for om preservation. And, the ref Ole, on lfavmg 
.1 SUltaltLe secullty of a fllendly dlsposi,tlOn on the p.:trt of the 
)Iadthas we sh.1li m no wise molest,theIr.navigatlOn. Contrary
wIse we shall e,fforu a becoUling assIstance to them thel'em, to 
~ Inch end the waters leadmg to their 1'1 vel'S wIll be. kept fl ee 
8mce Angl'l<l under a borrowed nanie may attempt pnssmg Malum 
rt\'er, and aim to lll.lure us thereby, we hope no other vessel 
t han those employed in hade wIll pass that way, as ,essels of 
war lllay ea~ily enter between this island and Karanja. 

(6) That such persons as have fled hither from the nfal'utha 
countl'le~ havo now leave, and shall hereafter Le pelmltted to 
leturn 

(7) That as Chimnaji may surmise We have attempted by 
our mes~en~er to his master to estaLlish matters on a footing in 
preJudlCe of him (ChiDlnaJl), I now commlt to you copy of my 
letter sent from hence. 

(S) Should, as Bhiku Sinay has hintcl]" any demands be made 
for loans of money, you may say that although we might in 
tuncs PJ~t favour the Sldi"! therclll, yet we have been since 
ordered so pLlomptorily by the Company to avoid such a 
practIce as puts it out of oUl'1Jower to comply thereWIth. 

(0) Should tribute be demanded you may reply that, R-'! 

Clumnall well know~, thc trade of our island has bee11 so 
letlucerl by the borderm,;; troubles, and the heavy expense in 
supportmg It With provisions brought from' distant countries 
(when dellied lIy the Mauithas), that we arc unable to pay tribute, 

(10) If we are accused of aSllIsting the Sidls and Portuguese 
III pl'eJuulCe of the hlarathas, you may reply that what we did 
then wa'! on a supposal that the destruction of tntllOr by the 
hlauitillis mIght tend to injure U"! But on a farther knowledge 
that the MaratMs consider the welfare of their' domimons, we 
have for SOIDe time observed a becoming neutralIty. 

(11) If we slloufd be required to assist in leducing Man~Ji 
Satn11H'lJl and the SId IS, you may reply that MamtJl bomO' itt 
present on good tcrms With us, we cannot justify the cnte~ng 
mto any 1llI'a'lUre~ against him, nor would It become us to m't>lest 
the Sl,ll~, a; thcy are the immediate subjects of the MOlcrhal, 
through IdlOlll we enjoy at our several sett1f'ments very ad~an
tageou'l priVileges. But SambhaJi, whilst he contin~es an enemy 
to us, wJ.ll be annoyed as muclJ.as possible by the fleet we havo 
for long Leen 04hged to maintam in the protection of our kade 
against his attempts. 
The above several points you will speak to and enforce as occa. 

hlOIl offers, being what at present occurs most material to caution 
:you upon. . Should~ any othel' ~atters. arise wherein you are not 
furnlbhed With rephes, apply hither Wlth all speed for our fTivinrr 
6Ultable directions. I " t> 
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Three weeks later (20th June 17.39) the President communicates 
to the-Board a letter received from Captain James Inchhird, dated 
Bassein the 27th instant,eontaining a relation of his procedure and 
negotiations with Chimnajl, the Maratha general, and enclosing a 
draft of nine articles proposed on the said Chitnn!1.ji's part for 
grounding a treaty of peace and commerce upon. Also a dmft of 
fourteen articles proposed by Captain Inchbird on our part for 
the establishment of a peace with those people, on which he d(lsires 
such instructions and powers as may enable him to come to It 

conclusion in this matter with all possible despatch. The BO!l.l'J 
approves of Captain Inchbird's conduct and management hitherto; 
and proceeds to take into consideration the ter)1ls contained in the 
said articles of Ohimmiji. Upon the whole of which, it is remarked 
that the success of these people has so much elated them that, as 
appelifS by the style of those articles, they are far from treating us 
upon equal and moderate terms. At the same time as it is undeni
able that we have neither forces nor authority sufficient to cnter 
on any measures of opposition to them, and that on the contrary 
we are positively enjoined by our Honourable Masters to Beek by 
all fitting means the establishment of a friendly correspondoDce 
with these people, there appears no preferable method for us to 
pursue than showing such a disposition to settle a state of peace 
and commerce with them, if they are sincerely inclined to the like 
on their side, as may leave no reasonable pretence to come to a 
rupture with us, nor give our Honourable Masters any occabion 
to blame or censurfil us for deviating from their positive express in
junctions wIth regard to our conduct towards these new neighbours. 
For the clearer explanation of the sense and opinion of this Board 
on the terms proposed by the Marathas, each article is in order 
and separately debated upon. The Consultation continues : Having 
gone throug'b. the above articles, and taken into consideration 
a sketch of an agreement digested by Captain Inchbird into 
fourteen articles-Ordered that in accordance with the tenour and 
purport of the above recited resolutions on Chimnaji's proposals, 
with the additions and alterations that may' appear necessary, a 
set of_ articles be immediately collected and framed witn the 
approval of this Board, to be transmitted to Captain Inchbird for 
a greundwork to the treaty in hand. And the President will in 
his an:;wer to Captain Inch bird take notice to him that there is no 
material difference in the concessions made by us to their several 
demands, so that if they are in earnest or sincere in their profes
sions of desiring a friendly correspondence, we see no obstacle to 
an l\ccommodation on the terms they propose .. In case of their 
starting any Buch objection to anyone or more particulars of 
consequence, that he cannot get over, he is not by a peremptory 
refusal to break off the negotiation, but advising us thereof with
out delay, wait for further orders from hence. At the same time 
it may be recommended to him to press the fix.ing the customs of 
their ports and rivers at the same moderate r/l.tes as ours, as the 
same wlll. greatly encourage the introduction of a flourishing 
commerce mto their country. The President will likewise signify 
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to ChimntiJi that Captn.in Inchbird has his powGr to cdnclude anu 
ratify a treaty and agreement -with him on the above declared 
footing I 

J.leanwhIle (5th May 1739), when there w:s still hope in Bombay that 
Bassem mIght hol<1 out till the rains thePresident Honourable Stephen Law 
ac(luainb, the Board that in his opimon the present state of affairs and his 
own recent entry upon the charge of the Govel'llment made it expedient 
to send a letter ~ the Shahu Raja as a proper step and introduction 
towarus obtaining a friendly cOITeIlpondence with that COUl't, which 
scems the mOle necessary now those owning him for their soverclgn are 
become anu are like to continue our near neighbours. He observes tllat 
such au advance on our part is entirely alSreeable to' our Honourable 
Masters' directions for Improving aU occasIOns of cultivating a peaceable 
dIspositIon towards us in the country powers. FUl'ther that, consider
iner the httle assurance 01' certainty we have of Bajll'liv's and Chimnajl's 
de~~ns tlris duect application to the Shahu Raja, whom they acknow
led:::e for theu ~ter, IIlfLY produce a good effect, and cannot pOSSibly 
be attended With III consequences, as we have no such dependence on 

I ilie suecess as to lessen our guard and caut:on. The Boa.rd unani
mously agl'eemJ to thIs proposal the ~resldent remarks that it will 
be neccssalY to accompany the letter With a few presents at a moderate 
expense, such as looklllg-giasses and oilier EUl'ope curiosities as may be 
procurell ou the place. As a mes§enger to carry these presents he had 
Jlltchcd on one BhIkJ.ji Pant who had heretofore been employed on 
messages to. that court by the Sidis, and was therefore the pl'operest 
person for this purpose. This the Board approves.2 -

Two da.rs later (7 th May 1739), the day after th; news of the fall 
(If B"'~Fem, the PreSident commumcates to the Board that smce the last 
collsultatIon Captain Wilham Gordon had been represented to him as 
a person well quahfied for deputatIOn to Shahu Raja, as he understands 
the countIy language tolerably well and is acquainted with the humour 
aud Inauner of these people. He obsel ves the sendlllg a European Will 
on the one hand gIve more weight to any vel·bal ~xplanation that 
may be requisite or serviceable to make at that court and on the othe, 
11J.1Y be more safely depended upon for gaining information of their 
J:ollCyand designs tllan one of the conntry people. The Board appl'ov(J8' 
tIllS choICe; and desires the President to give Captain Gordon the 
necessary instructions for his conduct.s 

The same day (7th May 1789) tIle following letter from the PrCiident 
to Stul-hu RAja 18 approved· On my entering upon the cjlal'ge of. the 
Govel'llment of tills ISland of Bombay, It became immediately and naturally 
mycare to pay my respects to your pmjesty whose-health God preserve 
with increru:;e of prosperity fOI' many years. To this end therefolle I 
send Cap~ Gor~on ~ person of tt;nst to your majesty's presence, 
there to testify the great zeal and desuG I have ~o deserve your fliend
E.hlp and approve my readiness to sel've your ~aJesty on all occallione', 
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wishing thueby to establish II> good cofl'espo1J.denc~ betwixt your 
majes~y's subjects and those under this Government .. m6re er,pecJ.J.l1y 
as ,they are become such near neighbours, It is known to the 
world how much benefit !lind advantage may lesUlt nom a nee tlaffic 
and commerce being maintained WIth the countries not belongmg to 
your majesty, situate as they are with respect to thts place when co it 
may be cal'l'led on, and I do not doubt but yOUl' majesty will be pleased 
to allow thIS considelation its just weight a.nd attention, as the f;3ime 
is or so gleat importance, The consequence is plam tlmt your 
territories which border u,pon oUli Wlll become the centre of traffic, 
whereby your subjeots inhabItants of them wlll become mor~ 1 ich anll 
.opulent than those or your other provinces, I wish your maje~ty a 
ha.ppyand prosperouS reign, with lllClease of greatness, and to myself 
many occaSlons or being employed in the service of your marjcsty,l 

Three days later (10th May 1739) the Board appl'oveu the 
following instructions to Captam William GOl'don: We' have appointed 
you as an envoy to Shahu Raja, and fOI' the management of such 
COnCel'llS as you Wln find by the following instructIOns are committed to 
YOUl' care and iliscretion.. On receipt of this you ale to set out witb all 
convenient expedItion f01' Satara in the Deccan, 01' in whatever place you 
shall leal'll that the P1'inre tor the time l'esides, having in YOUl' 

charge the said letter and the presents we send accompanying It, as by 
the list annexed. You, Will hkewrse l'eceive herewith some other 
letters addressed to his chief officers, with suitab1e presents, ot Hill 
delIvery of which you are to take care, As you cannot be so well versed 
in the language and forms necessary to be used with~ these country 
govel'llments, I send With yon a propel.' person well acquamted in those 
matters having heretofol'e been employed by the Sldis in messages to 
Shahu Raja, who may therefore be Eel'viceable to you in the COUl'se 
of your negotiation. He is a Gentu by name Blukajl Pant, On your 
al'1'1val at Sljahu Raja's court you are to see the letter and l)rek>ents 
deliveled with the usual ceremonies, which you are beforehand to get 
yourself instl1lc~ed in. 

As one great inducement to the step at prllfout taken in sending 
you is the view of gaining some information and insight into the 
,!l:ovel'llment, interests, and designs at that court, I would have you 
use your best industry and management to obtain a suffiCIent lllowledge 
of &h.ahll R4ja's govel'1lment. Who ale the principal men that diJ'ect 
01' influence rus resolutions, what.are their several views or interests, 
and tne general disposition and dIut of their counCIls, 'l'hese it may 
be the easier-for you to come at as they tlbsel've lIttle 01' no secrecy 
in them, and may serve not only to guide you fOl' the present in your 
applicatIon and conduct, but be ~seful to us in fllture, As we arC 
in£JI'med Bajll'ltv does not want for great and powerflll enemIes at that 
court, you WIll do well to inquire who they are and how mu('h they 
~y be depended upon; and If you see proper occasion and opening, 
It wllI no~ be amiss to instIl a jealousy of hIs ambiiion and growing 
power, which must be much increased by the accession of these conque&ts 
from the Portuguese, and consequently it must be high time to cbeck 
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01 put a. stop to (influeuce already) put too prevalent. At tIre same time 
I have also thought plOper to send Blijm\.v a letter on tlus oceMlOn, 
\uili a present lU the eastern manner, and,.lt wIll be necessary you 
gu.:uJ agamst mal-ing him an enemy, lest lie nught be exeltcJ. to a~m 
at domg us ill offii/es. 

In the conference you may have wIth ShJhu ~aia 01' his ministers 
you ale to assure them that on my coming to the Govemment my fil'St 
care was to ~eek the means of lene"ing the anCIent good c011espondence 
and fnend'rnp betwixt ou,r Govemments, to "rnch end I had pItched on 
th18 expedient of benulllg you as an early mark of tlle smcel'lty of our 
iutenhons. You are at the same time most carefully to guard agaJnbt 
theu SuspICIOns that any fear or apPlehenslOns of Btijll'liv's aJ1llS may 
have a ~hale III thIs Iesoluhon i lettmg them know that though we 
prefer peace and good 'harmony with our nelghboUl's, we are detemllned 
to defeml ourselves III the best manner Vie are able m ca~e we are 
atta.cked. You ale to lepl'e~nt to them also, and this is mdeed the 
most matellal matter, how mueh it 18 theu' mtClest and advantage to 
lIve upon anucabJe terms wlth us, it bemg notorious that our nation 
lias never meddled WIth theIr lehglOn, 01' had ~y Vlews of conquest 01' 

extending donunion m these paJ ts. The sole busmess and end of our 
leHdence IS Trade TIns must be equally a benefit to then c01mtry, 
the superflUlbes of \\ meh we take.off their hands, and llllpOl t treasUle 
and other commoditIes advantageons to them both In consumption 
and custQm AILwweh you may at large explain and enforce. 

By this means I would have you dlaw out some declalatlOn of that 
Pnnce's mtentlOUS. If, WIthout bemg amused or dooelved, you find Ius 
mtenhous favourable to our purpose, you may intimate how agreeable It 
Will be to me as they aJe now become our neIghbours, that some trea.ty 
01' negohahon be set on foot for estabhshmg and settling a finll 
fJ,endJup on terms to be mutually agreed, concel11mg wrnth I ~hall 
wIllIngly healken to any just and leasonable proposal. As their new 
conqueled teuitones he at Plesent conhguous to 01' SQ neal' our island, 
you may mSlst how greatly the pl'eservmg of a free and unmtel'l'upted 
t'-atle Will naturally benefit them, and ~el've to render their new posseSSIOns 
the IDOt,t fiouri"hing and nch part of their dominions. If any overtures 
are made that you judge may be depended upon and re<tuil'e"lt 
conclublon, advise me fully that I may gIve you suitable instructIons. 
Otherwise \\ hen you have done your busmess, you ale to come fl.way 
keepIng a diary of your proccdUl'e and tmnsactions until. your 
letum.' . 

The 15th May 1739 the President communicates tothe Board the 
substance of a Jette" from one Lltkshman Pant a l\faJ'atha officel'in 
post at Bandra, requestmg the resettlement of a passage boat at Ml1'him, 
It having been stopped on some apPl'Chensions upon the blowing up 
of Bandra. It is agreed that, on the terms we are at present, it Wlll be 
lUCQnSlstent wlih the declaration of our friendly intentions to keep up 
any show of diffidence more than is necessary for our safety, that Olll' 

safety can be no ways endangered by restoling the hberty of the passage 
boat under a stnct inspection from our,customs house at M6.him

J 
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and that th~ boat may be an advantage to the island, by bringing ill 
provic;ions green trade, and other nec~ssaries from Salsette : Rcsolved that, 
the passage be again opencd and freedom, given fo], all ullsllspect('ll 
persons to have free egress ~nd regress to our island; and should hCl'caft.'r 
any !l!buse 01' inconveniency arise from the present .settlement Of thc 
passage boat we may eIther timely remedy 01' remove it. As l't'ganls 
LakshmanjI's further request that leave be given.for the return of aUl'h 
persons as have forsaken Salsette and are at present on our l~lallll, a.s 
thIs point IS strongly insisted upon the part of the ManHMfI and as 
a refusal may be attended -with great dIsgust: Agreed t}lat fltJe 
hbel'ty be gIven to such as have a mmd to return under the Maratlla 
government.l 

The same Consultation (15th May 1739) the President IJl'(IceClls 
to offer to the consideration of the Board, whether it is most elrglhJ~ to 
contmue Angrla;'s prIsoners in theu' present state of captlVlty or to 
try the effects of leleasmg and retUl'Dlng them, It IS obsClved tlUl.t 
the expense of mamtrunmg them exceeds the value of the labour anu 
also serVIce they are put to on' the public works. Thell'release lltay 
induce Sambhaji AugrIA to il. hke return of our people now actually 
pllsoners WIth him, 01' III case of future captmes. As the hieach 
has been lntherto kept so WIde, and all hopes of an accommlJlhtlOn 
seem cut off, this fnendly adva.nce on the part of the President, at hi~ 
C0l11111g to the chair, may look hke an overture, 01' dlspo81tJon to 
receive proposals .of peace, and enter on treaty towards it, And all this 
procedure appealS to be entirely conformable to the ,tenour of our 
HOnOlll'ablll Masters' orders and directions for embracmg all means 
of re-establishing ~nd cultivatmg a good correbpondence and harmony 
WIth the country po Wei'S I'ound us: Agl'eed that the Pwsiucnt 
order the release of the ptisoners in the m~er he may judge the 
most cOllducive to the foregomg purposes; and that Captain Inl'hlm'd, 
a person usually employed in any negotiatIOn With rum, be dIrected 
to set this matter in'a proper light to &mbhajl.~ 

The 29th June 1739 the PI'esident communicates the follo"ing letter 
from C;titan de Souza Pereira, dated :Bombay 27th June: In my 
letters of the lOth and 24th April, wntten. at :Basscin, I represented 
~ YOlll' Excellency the great perplexlty and straIts I was involved ill 
through the urgent necessity that place (being the principal one of this 
Proonnce) stood m of money for the payment of the tl'OOPS, This was 
the tJ.'ue justIfying motIve that obliged me to request your Excellency 
in the name of his most selene Portugue~e Majesty to as~lst us WIth 
a loan from· the Honourable Company of Re. 1,00,000, being driven 
even ,to offer in pawn certain larQ'e bmss cannon, as having no other 
secy.l'lty to give for the said loan. This proposal of mine not takmg 
effect for the reasons your ,Excel1ency was 'Pleased to declare in your 
letter of the 28th (16th) AprIl and others that OCCUlTed, I was obliged 
to fall upon extraordinaI'y methods. With the consent of an aasembly 
of the senate prelates and nobIlity, I gave order fo1' a search into tho 
convents_churches and private houses, and the seizme of the gold 
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jewels and silver that might be found in them. These tRe King took 
by way of loan, cClhficates beIng gIven m Older to repayment, 
\I henc\ er It was possIble. The money I this 8eal'ch produced has 
Iutherto served to pay the troops and defray other the most necessary 
expenses 1'01 the J}ing's servIce. Of tlus there IS now none remallung. 
And the JestUts, though they have on tlllS seore recen'ed a letter of 
thanks flOm hIS Excellency the Count VIceroy in the name of hIS 
l\I3,le~ty, have f.ll1m1 of the Illomlse they made of contriLuting 40,000 
Xemplllns, out of thclr gloat capltalm Bombay. I cannot compel them 
to a contrIbutIon of the saId sum, as they are now within the jUllsliIchon 
of the GO\ctnment of your Excellency. TIus dtfficulty, joined to the 
pressUlg necessity ilieIe IS of money to pay the tlOopS aI?-d ilie necebsaI'y 
c"rense for fittIng and prepal'lUg vessels of war, oblIge me to have 
Iecourse to your Excelleney, lemiUlllllg withal that on my retreat 
flOm BasH'lll I could neither pass down to Goa ilirough the lateness of 
the se,lson, nOl to any other place of this PlOVInCe, for want of Victuals 
and other necessal1es m them for the support of ilie troops nndel' my 
command I sought shelter here, piesullling from many concul'l'ing 
le:JEOnS to find on tIllS island a favotllahle protectIon flom your 
Excellency and the Honoumhle Company, and lIke\\ISe expecting 
IccovelY of the abovemenhon~d loan as promIsed by the Jestllts WIth 
the help of" Inch our expenses mIght be defrayed fOl' the four months 
that relllam, tIll some p:tovlSlOn Jllay be made flom Goa. Even in thIS 
thele WIll be no small dIfficulty, Goa, as yOUl Excellency well knows, 
beIng greatly straItened and exhausted by ilie late treaty of peace, 

On these conSIderations I hope from ilie good .dtspobltion of your 
E;x:o.'lIenc,Y, and that welgIung the justIce of my re!1Sons, you wIIl])lcase 
to apply pwper meastUes for oblIging the JeSUlts to contnbute WIthout 
delay the loan "hlCh they plomised of 40,000 XerapIuns As 
va,,~als of ilie state iliey ale III duty bound to conctll' WIth the rest III 

thebe urgent necessItIes. And If these troops 'were iet any place of 
our juri.mcbon, I could obtam from the mel chants a supply of aU 
neceSballes for theu subsistence ttll money could be raised to pay them, 
an aIlangelllent winch In tIus Island is in DO sOlt practicable. Pol·th,s 
lVllHderabon your Excellency ought not to permIt that the said troops, 
be\Ilg under the jurisdtchon of your Govermnent, should, for want pf pa~ 
be reduced to so mIserable a state as not only to dIsband and seck other 
recourse, hut to put themselves on the telms of takmg some desl-erate 
1C~0luhon the conEequences of wInch might ~ VCly plejudtcia1 to Ius 
l)oIiuguese ~Iajesty. At ilie same tIme it would gIve me the deepe"t 
concern to see them suiter, WIth the vexation of haVIng no fneans to aSSIst 
thf>lll for want of money and Clelht upon thIS Island to supply theU' wants, 
my Icputation and cred1t not being'h. little concQrned in thiS important 
matter, bemg obliged to give an account of them to hiS Excellency" the 
Count VICeroy, I walHor your necessary determinatIOn in tlus affaIr, 
and wlbh for many olleasions to serve and eblige your Excellency.1 

At a ConsultatIOn of 6th July 1739 was l'ead the President's answer, 
dated Bombay Castle the 30th June 1739 O. S, to the Commandant of 
ilia NOli?: I received your favour of ilie 27th June (9th July N. S.) 
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and likewise the enclosed letter of th~ Jesuits on which you grounJ 
your dispute with them. The whole matter has been delIberated upon 
in Council WIth due atten~on, and to see if any expedIent could be 
found to give you entire satIsfactIon, which my own inclination ie.",ls 
me to procure you in evelY thing wIthin my power. .However m thi" 
case I am obhO'ed to reply to you that accordIng to the consntutIoll of 
our laws and Government (wruch yourself must be acquainted wIth) no 
other ways can be used with these Jesuits'who have hlen refuge uJI{h'r 
the protection of our Crown, but those of persuasion and advIce, "Iuch 
fll.Jhng as m effect they have faIled, the abovementioned consillelations 
togeth~r Wlth the regard due to national proteotIon runder mo f rom the 
pursuance of thts affaIr with the Jesuits by other means, To this I 
hope you WIll not take exception, as you will do me the justice to 
believe that I shall always be desirous of serving youft'lllf in 
particular and favouring the interests of the Portuguese natioll lU 

everything that depends upon .my Government and is not out of my 
power as tills is. WIth this I l'eturn you enclosed the said Icttcl' of 
the Jesuits. If they have failed in their promise 01' civil' obligation as 
loyal subjects, I do not d<JUbt but on their return undur the jUll~(hclioll 
of your nation, to whom alone belongs to judge in tills matt!'!', 
justIce will take its due course, as for the above declared reasons tlus 
Government has no authod~ to interfere.! 

The 6th July the President commu"rueates the following reply flOm 
CaJ.tan d' Souza Pereira Commandant of the North, da.ted 110mhav 
the 3rd July 1739: I receIved your Excellency's most esteemed 
letter of the 30th. Jun,e lD willch I observe what you are Illeased 
to say with I'espect to the matters proposed lD mine. To tlus I 
am m the necesslty of replying, that the pohcy of a. Goverruut'nt 
belonO'ing to the most serene Crown of England (considermg the 
flienii;;hip subsisting betwixt our two nations) as well as the respect 
owing to all n~tional protections, is the most forcible reason why ) our 
Exeollencyand Council and the Honourable Company should, III sUf'h 
extreme necessity as the present, attend to the preservation and sub· 
sl.'ltence of the King's tloops. These nnder the protection of your 
Excellency's Government aI'e now on this lSland in want of all tho 
means .of sustenance, having already consumed the little gold ami 
sIlver that lemained in the churches convents and plivate houses in 
Bassein, and the agent of his most serene Majesty of Portugal not 
having any supply left wherewith to furnish the requisite charges, 

In the ahov£! declared circumstances I h9.ve again recourse to your 
ExcellencYl hoping that by all pos~Ible ways and means you \VIIl COllcur 
to the making a loan to the staw of Rs.30,000 to serve for tha 
subslIStence of the troops, fitting of vessels, and other imlispensabla 
necessaI'y expenses. Having no better securlty to give for the said 
loan, I convened the officers of my council, and agreed by act fueleof 
to obhge the Factor and Padre, aillninistI'lLtors of Bassein to remam 
on this island as pledges tIn full repaymcnt be made by the Court of 
Goa of the whole sum. As either of these persons 1S bound to give 
account of receipts and issues' to 80 very considerable alDount, I am 
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persuaded that the loan will be made good without de!ny that they 
mav Le forthcoming at the smd oourt of Goa. Seeing the gllnerous 
dlBposition of your Excellency voluntanly and hberally contnbuted 
such copious sums m chanty to tIle poor widows who took refuge on 
tlllS lSI and after the unfoI·ttmate retreat from the CIty of Bassein, 
besIdes assistIng a:JI those who are in rustress and have recourse to YOUl' 

EXl'ellency, it does not seem just that the tIoops of hIS most serene 
Majesty of Portugal should expenence a less deglec of patronago 
flom your Excellency' bounty. In case all these reasons are not of 
welght enough to gam due effect, as I have 110 other mcans for the 
preservahon of the Kmg's troops, I detiver them to your Excell~ncy ami 
CouncIl, as you shall be answerable to hlS most selene MaJesty of 
Gleat Bnbm for ilie damage and prejuruce that flOm the rum of 
these troop~ may result to the state and serVice of my sovewign. 01' 
your Excellency "Ill give me leave to pass WIth them to the island 
of Karanja' or Salsette, seeing it WIll be better that I With the 
Portuguese officers and solruers die in fight WItb the enemy of our 
fJlili and nation, than expIre under the ter1'1ble torment of hunger. l 

After debate, the President remarks that th~ substance of ilie above 
letter bemg to borrow money for the immeruate subSistence of the 
Portuguese troops, wlili a tender of ilie best secu1'lty they had for tho 
pi escnt to gIve, he had discoursed With the agent for the Kmg of 
Portugal about the sum that might be precisely necessary for thlS end. 
Upon the closebt calculatIon tlus could not well be less than Rs. 4000 a 
month for the support of seven to eight hundred men, mclnrung officers 
of dl~tmchon. 'fills delay cannot now last longer than thlee or four 
montllS be£ole an opportumty offers a.nd the season answors for the 
hansporl of these people to some place under the Portuguese JurisdICtion. 
A~ ill ~uch urcumstances thlS Government cduld not have justified the 
refusal of a retreat to the suLjects of a European Prince in alhalloc 
"Ith our SovereIgn, It cannot be matter of ruspute whether we should 
supply them With the necessaries of hfe, of wIDch they are ill want' 
dUllng their stay on the place It is therefore proposoo that a sum not 
cxcecdmg Rs. 4000 be issued monthly out of the treasury to the order 
of the Portuguese agent, upon the secunty mentIoned in the General's 
letter To thiS the Council unammously agreed, addmg ~ It is here ~ 
be noted that through the sudden surrender of the city of Basseln the 
loan to the Portuguese approved ill our Consultation of the 17 th A,{gust 
last (1738) was never made.2 

The ~tlt August 1739 read the translate of a letter fl'o~ the 
CommandJ.nt of the North to the PreSIdent, reqnestIng the advance at 
one pa)went of the loan agreed to in our ConsultatIon of the 6th July 
last for the three months of resid.ence in Bombay presumed to be for 
August September and October, with a. further sum for the repairs of 
the vessels belonging to them, and necessary to carry hun and troops 
off the shore to some place of .retreat within the Portuguese junsdiction. 
Mter del.>ate considenng that though the permission and leave given 
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to the Portt~ese to ren:eat hither after the surrendel' at Dassein, Wlloll a 
step tbat could not be avoided withaM a breach of national regal'ds, it 
proved to be attended with some ill consequences both to the tran
quillity of the place £rom~their unruly mutineering solJicry. and b,r 
engaging us in loans of money for their immediate s"$bsistence, as thell' 
quick departure and thereby- ridding the place of the load of their 
maintenance and other troubles depends on our advancing this !.lUll 

now requested: Resolved, if sufficient stlcurity for their speedy dt'par
ture is obtained, that Rs. 12,000 be issued and adVJl.nced in full of the 
intended loan of Rs. 4000 monthly for the three ensuing monthll. Also 
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 2000 be allowed for refitting tile vcsllels 
to carry them off the shore, and such sUl)plies of stores as may Il('}· .. tl 

for their defence i the management to be entrusted to the President, on 
the same security as before accepted. l • 

The 28th September 1739- read letter from the Commandant of the 
North to the President, dated Bombay 21st September: Last 'l'hms-

)l.ay. on my ordering a company designed for garrison to go on bOll.l'd 
a grab that lay ready, they made grea.t objections on account of their 
not being paid their al~ears for one quarter or three months. To 
oblige them to embark, I was forced to interpose my a.uthoritv, amI go 
myself on board with them, As those that remain behind Dlake the 
same clamour, I convened my Council, and on enquiry of the Factor it 
appeared there was no money left of the loan he had received of the 
Honourable Company, all being disbursed in the ordinary payment of 
the troop!>. Having regard to the importance of the matter, I, with 
my said Council, wa.J.ted upon, your Excellency to request the 101m of 
Rs. 10,000 to supply the aforesaid demand, and provide some lleCl'S
sa.J.'ies to go from this place to the assistance of some soldiers tlJAt are 
sick. As on the part of 'your Excellency certain circumstances were 
represented in opposaJ to the grant of the sum reqnested, I a&emblcd 
the officers olldering them to'lay before the soldiery the state of onr 
affairs. Thereby the soldiery were reduced to be satisfieil with the 
payment of a luIlf quarterage, for which and other necessaries the sum 
of Rs. 7000 is indispensably wanted. This I desire your Excellcl1CY will please to lend, considering the condition the soldiers must othcrwu.e 
~ in, without pay, to enter upon ani action, and the prejudicial conse
quences that may arise to the King's service, if before they embalk 
they.are not paid at least one-half of their quarterage. Desitles obliging 
my Council to the payment of the said sum, I promise your Excelloncy 
that out of the first money tha.t comes from Goa, the whole amount of 
what haS bee11 lent by the Honourable Company shall be paid, or I will 
give your Excellency a pledge equal to the said loan.' After debats 
the President observes the unreasdhable and growillg demands of these 
peo~le. Notwithstanding an urgent expostulation agaiust this method. 
of proceeding with the General himself and the King's agent, he 
found it impossible to pl'ocure the retreat of the Portuguese troops 
without either proceeding to violent measures, or at once cutting o'il 
all pl'etences for their longer stay by a compliance in part with thi, 
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• unreasonable request. Being velJ unwilling to embroil matters for a 
small sum, he had at last prevaIled on the General to make t~e best 
shift he could to satIsfy his men with a\Jout Rs. 3000 for less than 
wlueh It appeal'ed impraeticable to get tid of them by fair means. He 
therefore propose~ to the Board to consent to this last trml, the necessity 
of wluch seemed evident. The same was unanimously agreed to.! 

The 9th OctQber 1789 rood letter from the Commandant of the 
NOl th, dated Chaul the 6th October: Advising his safe arrival and 
amply acknowledging the favour and protection s110wn to the troops 
and subjects of lus Portuguese Majesty Stating on hIs 8.ITival at 
Chaul he had made dispoSltions to a.ttack Manajl Angria who besieged 
It and had thought proper to offer him terms of peace, to which the 
SituatIOn of affaIrs and a deSIre of obeying his Excellency's orders for 
r('pairing to Goa with the troops under his command had obliged hIm 
to condescend. He re9,uests that conveyances be sent him from hence 
to Chaul, for the transport of some men deSigned for remforcing 
Daman Debating on this last request, the ~oard is of opinion that 
our gtving such a convoy as is desired up to Dalnan would alarm- the 
jealousy of our new neighbours, and afford them lnatter of complamt 
which ought by all means if possible to be avoided. Agreed therefore 
that a Civil answer be retm'ned, expressing that the occasions of this 
preSidency for its vessels are sucll as that they cannot be spared on 
other sel'Vlce. But on the first expedition of a convoy to our trade 
up to Burat, ~hey may embrace the benefit of it for the safe transport 
of their intended succours to Daman. 2 

MeaD\"\hile durmg the rains care was taken to culttvate good relations 
\Hth MaDl\jl Angna. The 6th July 1739 the President acquaints the 
Doard thai III pursuance of the step resolved U1Jon in CouncIl of the 7th 
May last, of Withdrawing our vessels from the mouth of Pen l'lver, In the 
hopes of bringmg on some overtures of a friendly acco~datlOn With 
lIIaniiJi AngrIa, and hkewise as set f011h m oUl' ConsultatIon of the 1st 
"May, by our release of a vessel directly bound to hi/;; port, Mlinaji 
AnglIa had sent over deputies with authOrIty to make proposals, and 
treat of terms of agreement. Mter several conferences had fully settled" 
every pomt In di~pute, and the terms were ready to be ratIfied on each 
Hdt', M.inaji'_s deputIes of a sudden unexpectedly Hew away from 411 the' 
arhcles they had agreed to, and Without assigning any reason broke 
off the treaty abi'Uptly and took their leave to retUl'll to theIr mas'er. 
FOI' this unaccountable behaV1om' the PI'esident can assign no other 
motjve than some underhand management of the MaratMs vho might be 
jealous of any union that they thought would tend to oppose theIr 
apparent and avowed Bcheme of g~ting the whole dOIDlWon of this 
coast into their hands.- And Maruijl, although frequently wal'Ued. of 
the chaIn he is preparing for hlmself by an implicit obewence to them, 
has hithel'tQ openly abetted and assisted that gl'owing power without 

• ~.ny care 01' SeCUl'lty for his own mterest and independence.s 
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The 27th~}ul1 the President tl<Vluaints the Board of advice that 
Manlji Angria h!'S proceeded so far towards an open rupture SII to 
seize and detain at Revaui.{Revas) four boats with the people sent fl'()IJl 

~~:jn~~ .hence to N agothna, where they were to reooive an equivalont in .... tty 
1,19" for the same quantity as was taken out of a baleu.. freighted by the 

Chapter I. 
His\orj. 

Chief and FactOl:S at Surat on account of the Honourable Company, 
by the Maratha cruizers off Al'nala. (abo'lt ten miles north of llassein) 
as may be seen in th~ Consultation of the 19th March 1739. That he 
insists as the four boats had not his ll'ave or safe conduct to pasP that 
way, he will not deliver them up until his galivats and boats shall be 
returned him, which were in the action at Karanja taKen and brought 
away by Captain lames Inchbh-d. This he all('~ although an article 
of the treaty provided that the Karanja boats should be return~ to 
him, on his pa)in~I\::~ sum of Rs. 1000, being a most moderate 
computation of the !!eS and demands of this Government siUl'tl his 
last rupture. Upon the whole it is the opinion of this Board thQt thtll'6 
is no further trust or dependence to be 'Placed in one who haa given 
such repeated proofs of perfidy and disregard to aU obli!!atioDS and 
enga","'elDent6. That tm. last step of his in the detention of our boats, 
wluch he effected not only without the least Ina1l1\,crement or regard. 
for us, but for the Maratha government, as the boats were bonnd 
thither on an express ol-der of theirs, is an evident mark of his ill 
intentions. That for the present· having no opportunity for any 
attempt to bt'ing him to reason by forcible means, aI\d to prewnt the 
immediate inconveniences wbieh might be expected from a total rupture, 
such as stoppinO' our wmmunication with his livers, which is vot Mt 
open to the ~l trading boate, we take no notice of this ind~ent, as 
writing has been ever found ineffectual, and in the meantime keep a 
watcilful eye over his monons, until occasion offers for seeking a proper 
satisfaction in this matter one way OT other.l 

Attempt to sei.e At the clol;e of the rains (26th October) the President acqUiunts the 
AngrI;:9,Grab, BOa.1U that on receivin~ intelligence of a ~rab of l\ftinaji Angria's oomg 

desi"O'Jled to pus'll out or Kohiba for Masot, he had ordered out the 
.Vlclot·w in the morning in hopes to int..erol'pt her, by way of NPrisal 
for the several hostilities and robberies exercised on our subjects. Of 

--.this \Ction the Board approve. II 

Sambh'ji's Fleet 
otr Bombay, 

1739. 

On the 1st November the Bombay Government addressed Mr. Rigby 
St1rermt~dent (If Marine: The President had (In advit'tl of a vessel of 
M~aji Angria:s being to sail ont of Kolab&, de&pa~ the. Yicfort(1o 
out lD order to mtercept her; but on reooipt of yours~ directions \reN 
~~edia.tely·given to recall and fit her instantlyforprooeeding down to 
Jom the squadron under your co~d, ~areeable to your proposal.' 

i'he same evening (November 1 st) part of SambMji Angl'ia's fleet 
were seen oil Bombay by the Carolina and Princ. of Wale" stationed. 
off the port, who immediately came in with the notice. The PouDCll 

_ oroered the Pnl104 oJ Waltl.t, Oarolim.r, and .Neptllftl8', Priz. to join tM 
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Vido'ria and Rose galley, and accompany them down t~ Rlijapul', 
makm", a stIetch to the westward, ill hopes of meetIng with ~gria's 
vessels~ On, the junctIon of the Heet at RaJapur, the Pl'ince of Wales 
Cal'o/Ina and Neptune's Prize bemg a. suffiCIent stI'ength m case of 
meetinO' the enemy were to return !o their stations off Bombay. 
AccOlilingly they all sailed the wght of tlus day, the Ro.~e bemg bound 
to Telhcherry.l 

Ou the 6th November Manaji Angria hoisted his fIa.g on the island of 
Elepbanta about half a mile rustance from Butcher's Island, having 
takeu posseSSIOn of the same some days before, and fortIfied it with a 
redoubt bv the water-SIde and a small fort bruIt on the rughest rull of 
ilie two of which the island IS constituted.s 

The 14th November 1739 the President lays before the Board a 
piece of adVIce receIved from good hands, importmg that the Marathlis 
Intended to attempt a descent at Marum. For tlus purpose they were 
assembhng about fifteen thousand foot near the rulls of Gontara 
(Gumtara), Mauli (Mahuli), Karavi (Kharbhao) and Tungar and ill 
another part of the cOlmtry near Bacumallangah (Bava Malangad) 
t<'n thousand horse. When all was ready the foot were to pass one 
mght In gahvats from the Serra. Cortada to Salsette and thence to 
the pagoda at Canarah (Kanheri) on Salsette, and there encamp WI the 
horse should jom them by land.. They would then attempt to force II 
descent on Bombay in the manner they dId at Thana, though it should 
be WIth the loss of ten or twelve thousand men. That Chimnaji was 
not In Poona, but was coming doWn to the seasIde For the truth of 
all this the President says he WIll vouch no furtlter than that extra
ordmary preparatIOns are certainly on foot, but it IS uncertain whether 
they are rurected agamst the remams of the' Portuguese possessions or 
~"'3JDSt Bombay. At all events, tIll these peoples' VIews or designs are 
lllOwn, we ought not to part WIth any of our strength or forces. He 
therefore proposes dewmng the Europe ship and northern convoy one 
spnng longer Some of the members moving for the recall of our southern 
fleet the PreSIdent acquaints the Board, with recommendation of secrecy, 
th.Lt Mr. RIgby had by an express boat wrote him a prIvate letter WIth 
intImation that he proposed gomg down WIth the ROBe galley as low 1J,Jj. 
Tellicherry, as he heard a part of Angria's Heet was to the southward, 
and that there he should get mtelligence of the Dutch movements this 
season, and whether they had any design on foot agaInst Angria.- In 
these circumstances as It was probable our orders might not reach him 
In tIme, It was necessary to detain the vessels before proposed. To this 
the Board accordingly agrees.s 

The 15th November 1739 the rellowing disposition of our vessels 
was made to prevent any attempt or descent npon our island. "The 
Tnnl sloop, the Dolphin and twelve of the lesser galivats were ordered 
to crulze between Cross Island and Mauli point {Mahul west of Trombay) 
a.nd the Prince of Wales, Neptune's Prize, and Sallamander bomb 

1 Bom. Gov. Consnltation, let Nov. 1739, Pub. D.ary 12 of 1738-89, 42g. 
• Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 6th Nov. 1739, Pnb. Diary 12 of 1738 89, 434 
• Bom. Gov. COlllluitat.oll" 14th Nov. 1739, Pub. D.ary 12 of 1738·39, 448. 44~. 
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ketches were sent to he off the Brealfh, and guard the coast thence w 
the m~th of Mahim nver.I 

The 30th November 173.9 the following further disposition of Vl'g~l'l~ 
was made for securing that Island: The Robert galley and Ad"I'I,tl/,e 
grab merchant vessels WIth the Neptune's 'P1oize were"stationeu oIl the 
port and in the bays, and the E'melia sloop was ordered up the rih'f to 
strengthen the gUM·d.s 

The dny pl'evious (29th November 1739) the President coIDnluuiC'J.teu 
to the Board two letters from the Viceroy of Goa. On thl'~e thc 
following resolution was passed' After dehberation it appears to thul 
Boald tJm,t the proposal therem made of the capitulations for the 
8ul'lender of Chaul being left to our dIscretion and. management, aud 
the brass artillery to be appropriated to the payment of the POltu
guese debt to our HonoUl'able Masters might have prOlluced 10 W\'y 

good effect, beSIdes ensurmg so lal'ge a sum in the best manllcr 1I0W 

attamable, had the Viceroy left it In our choice to treat with Brij1l'l1v 
upon the cession of Chaul, a place which we know he long has had 
an eye upon, and which must sooner or later fall into hIS hands, 
!>lllce it 18 eVldent the Portuguese are now thoroughly disaht1~f'd of 
the hope of any timely succour from Portugal. Further, Ju" lettl'l' 
dIstmgUlshes in such a. manner betwixt thc SMhu Rtija and Bliji1'8,T lIS 
rmght on our \mdel'takmg to treat .. witl} Rijil'av gIve the VWCloya 
pretex.t hereafter to disavow our measures and procedlll'e tlIerpm. ,r e 
are s('n~ible that as matters are circum;,tanced, tl'eatlllg WIth the Shahu 
Rajolo dIrpctly would be to. no purpose, Slllce Bajirav's power is so firmly 
establIshed tba.t sueh a step would give him a. jealousy that we ruo 
almmg at subvertmg rus interest. On the Qthcr haud the hood"r to 
hIm of a place of such str~ngth and importance WIll be tliC strongl'~t 
proof of the reahty of our assurances that we have no anIbitJOn oe 
extendwg our possession, or placing garlisons in his country'" e hnpe 
this measure may produce a further confidence and good dIsposition ill 
the Marathas tOlVards us or at the least leave them no p,'etcnce for mis
trust or complaInt. It is true the annexing so strong a place to the 
MaratMs Wlll greatly increase their power. Still it is better they shoulJ 
owe the obhgation to us than to let it fall into the pOSf'eSSlOn of ManaJl 

'"1lngrlll WIth whom no measures can be taken, or of the Sidi who wo 
know is not in a condition to defend it. Agreell that an expre~s boat 
be in'Mantly despatched to the VIceroy with a. letter from the 11:e~ldont, 
setting forth the necessity of treating with Blljll'av or Chimnaji for the 
surrender of <;haul a.nd requesting an immeiliate reply engaging moon
while that the secret required in this affair wiII be duly kept.s 

The 11th December 1739 lhe President acquaints the Board that 
the ~s.press boat despatched to the Viceroy of Goa WIth a. letter agrecaWe 
to our resolution in Council of the 29th ultimo is returned Wlth an 
answer, "herem the disposal of Chaul is left to us without J;ll1'crve. 
Agl'eeQ, that we accept of this procm'ation and a.ssignment of the brllb8 

1 Born. Gov. Consultation, 15th Nov 1789, Pub. Dil\ry 12 of 173S.119, 4;;0.4.31, 
~ Bom. Gov. Consu1tatlOn, 30th Nov. 1739. Pl1h DIary 12 of 1738.:19, 4\11. 

Do"!. Gov, ConsultatIon, 29th Nov. 1739. Pub. DIary 12 of 1738·39, ,ISO· 4,,1. 
FOl reat s Max-lltha benes. I. l't. I {; 7. 
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&lullelY and proceed on our £host. scheme of tendering the fort to the 
Marath.ls and endeavouung to make a merlt to them of thls prefe'l'ence, 
smce the v mIl see It is eVIdently 111 our hinds to keep It oUlselves or 
('hoose a };OS8e880r for It. Meanwhlle Captam Inchbird to be appomted 
to beat With Baji~v or ChlmnajI, cal'l'ylllg with rum proper credentIals 
and the followmg mstruchons (13th December) from the PresIdent.! 
Il('lewlth you will receive translates of the Viceroy's letters to me by 
willch YOU will obselve that tllli two forts of Chaul and Moro al'e left 
entnely to my disposal. These letters will lIkeWISe serve you for your 
gmd.1nce m the heaty wIDch I now trust to your conduct and managemcnt 
to calry on m leg-ard to the delivery of these phwes to the Maratha govern
lllent. You al e as far as practIcable to secUl e the Issue de&lreu m these 
lettcls. At the SallIe tIme you al'e to make WIth the l\Iarathas all the 
mellt you C.1n of the preference given to them over the SlruS Angrlas or 
other }Josslble possessors. You are likeWIse to remark to them that we 
eannot b'1ve a gleater proof of tIte slllceuty of our assurances of frICndshlp 
than pnttmg mto tItmr hands so stI'ong .1n hold and so fine a sea-port, 
which must prove that we have no views of exteurung our dommlOns, 
01' oeckmg to establish new fortresses In theu 'Country smce we volun
t.mly and mallIfestly Pal·t WIth so fair an occaSIOn. As it IS not un
hkel), they may affect to undervalue tllls offer on the plesumptIon tItat 
the pla{'e must sooner or later bll mto their hands, you WIll natnIally 
1'( pI Y tlu~t m whatever hands those fOl ts came, theu natm'al strength 
ana advantageous sItuatIon would make them so great an aeccsslOn to 
the power m possession, that It would cost anyone else the expense of 
much blood and tIeasure to wrest them out of It. All tills, WIth the 
hazald of the event, is now plamly saved to them by thIS mewatlOn of 
onrs, and our warrantmg the dehvery of the fortIficatIons to them. For 
tIllS RerYlCe we Insist upon nothmg for om'sefves but the con£h'mahon 
and fillu establishment of Om' treaty of fnendshlp and commerce, winch 
IS hk~n~e an advant.tge to theu own state. I would h&ve you then 
u,e ) Om' bCht {lndeavours to gain for the Portuguese the most advan
tageous ('apltulatIon you can accorrung to the tenour ot their own pro
po,lals If the Marathas WIll heal·ken to no terms of pacIficatIon, yon mUb\ 
shll take notIce that you are to conclude for the delIvelY of the forts on 
the best or any conrutlOns you may obtain. The Sidis we know are not .. 
able to mainta1ll posse$~lOn of the forts, and to let Manaji Angl'l~ seize 
them would only mcrea&e the power of a faithless treachClous pilate. 
Either sueh disposal would disoblIge these mOle powerful neighbours 
and gwe them au handle of complamt without any benefit to ourselves, 
Mnee W!l are determined a~ainst mamtainmg more country 'than we have 
at present. On the whole you have my full power to treat and ulti
mutRly conclude and ratify the trea~ you shall transact with them III 
thlb matter, for as It will bear no delay or loss of time in writing back
ward and forward,' you are to put the last hand to It without furthcr 
OJ der from hence. Adjust the means of delivery and retUl'n hither as 
jl(·on as YOll have completed this afiall'. You hereWIth likewise receivo 
my letters to Bajirav and Chnnulijl, for the delivery of which you are 
to take carc.! 

I 130m, Gov. COIlRultatlOn, 11th Dec 178~, Pub. DIary 12 of 1738·39 /;02 - 503 For. 
re8t', Mar.iths Heries, I. Pt. I 64. ' • 

'Pub Dml'Y 12 of 1738 39, 511· 513. Forrest's Mru'atha/:!ofICs, I, Pt 1.65 66. 
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The 21st December 1739 the Pre~ident acquaints the Board that the 
MaratMs bad seized and detained fourteen of our Koli boats calTied away 
from the fishing stakes with eighty-four men of the number of thohe 
refuged on our Island upon the Maratha inyasion of Salsette, who hall 
since voluntarily remained with us. Upon which as w~ are of opinion we 
have no means to seek satisfaction any ,other way, it is agreed that tho 
President write Captain Inchbird to make a suitable remonstrance to 
Chimnaji for this open insult.1 • 

On the- 26th March 1740 the President l'eceived intelligence that 
Sambhaji Angl'la was making preparations of vessels and men wIth 
wroch it was reported that he designed to fall either upon Anjanvel 
Chaul 01' Kolaba, which last is estee,med the most probable. Whereupon 
the Board mstantly wrote a letter to the Cluef and Factors at SUlat by 
an express patama1' advising the~ of the Boald's intenhon to detain the 
Neptune's Prize to strengthen the marIne force in Bombay and obstruct 
the enemy's measures or designs against the coast: telling them not 
to depend on any remforcements of the northem convoy D'om Bombay 
being otherwise sufficiently- secure; and especially recommendIng to 
them to secure the pasJ:;age down of the Bombay hmber boats as any 
dIsappointment in that al'hcle would be of very III consequence." 

Foul' days later (30th March) the President addressed the following 
letter to Commodore Thomas Langworth: The intelligence we have 
receIved of Sambhaji Angria's attempt to get KolAba into his hands,1n 
person bl'ingmg up a force which he has actually landed, has engaged us 
m order to defeat his deSIgns to send what vessels we had in port manned 
and equipped under the dIrection and command of Captain James Inchbud. 
This is therefore to reqUll'e you imm£:dIately to repaIr with the l-'rtnc3 
of Wales and T7'ial sloop to the asslStance and reinforcement of the 
expedItion before Kolaba, proceedIng to the command of the vessels 
employed th~'ein accordIng to your station, williall stJoenuously l'CCOID

mendmg to and enjoinmg you to consult and concert aU measures with 
Captain InchbiJ'd whose experience and knowledge of these people, 
their port, and other essentials, al'e of absolute necessity for the conduct 
<and success of this expedihon. We do not doubt of your co-opelating 
with him for the common good and prospel'lty of the service and he 
will oommunicate to you our instructions for your peIllsal and guid
ance. By the best mtelligence we can get the enemy has fifty-eIght 
galiVats and two grabs, his number of troops uncertain, though we 
suppose he has brought up with lnm the choice of his men on thIs enter
prize. To oppose whom we have sent what force we had in POI;; Wlth a 
bombardize 'and all necessaries. You are therefore to join and do your 
utmost with the whole force und&/.' 'you, to annoy offend and destroy 
the-enemy and their vE\Ssels, using your best skill and ali· to come at 
th~m so !l.s to bul'll sink 01' endamage them as much as possible. AB 
Captain Inchbird is charged with the negotiations of all concerns WIth 

the country governments, you are to wait his notifying toloU that the 
matters committed to hun admit of YOUl' coming away an proceedIng 

1 Born. Gov. OonsultatlOn, 21st Dec. 1739. Pub. Diary 120t 1738·39, 529. 
S Born. Gov. Consultation/26th MlIrch 1140, l'ub. Dlal'l' 13 of 1739.40, 131·138. 
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luther, in winch you ,are to conform yourself to Captain Inchbird's 
inhmatloll and the neceSSIty of the sel'vice.l 

Ou the Sanle day the PleSldent went In person ou board the vessels 
deSIgned f')1 the expemtion to Kolaba, as well to hasten the plepalahons 
liS tu .WlUlate tlaJ people and see t.hAt every thmg was in order to 
l)tt)Ceed eally the next morning.2 

Later on the saDle lIay th~· President acquaints the Borud that this 
ml'etmg IS extraonlmaJ.'lly summoned to conSIder of the most efficaCIOUS 
Ill00SUll'S to be t.J.ken llI. the present conjuncture, havlllg :rester evenrng 
leeel\'ed eelbm adnce that SambMjl Angna was actually come up III 
pClson to the northwrud with two glabs and fifty-eIght galIvat~ wruch 
served for the transpOl t of ills men wlnlst another body of Ins troops 
JllilJ.ched owlland thIough the skn'1:s of the Slm's countIy who It seems 
allo\\ed thcm nee pa~sage, Sambhajl Anglla was rumself landed at 
Kolaoo WIth Ins forces Wlth lIttle or no OppOSitIOn, all the forts and 
strong places berng SUl'rendCled to Inm III consequence of the private 
llltl'lh~eIlCe he had managed Wlth MamijI's officers. Only Kol.iba Itself 
and one small out-fort depenmng on It, still held out for M,tnaji: But 
that SJJllbhajl havrng raISed batterIes agrunsf the place It Was milch to 
be fealcd that flom the tIeachery of the besIeged and theIr lllclinatlOn to 
Samhhajl thl' place would soon fa.11 mto rus power If ManajI's hands 
WCle noc unmemately strengthened by succours from hence or flOm 
the M"arathas. The PleSldent had thereupon WIthout loss of tlIDe pro
\lflllnally wlOte MaDlljl an encoUlagrng letter to gIve hIm hopes of 
rl'li"f flOm hence, SIDce wruch he had receIved one in a very humble stram 
nom ~l!lmiJl aclrnowledgmg rus past llllSconduct and- playmg Immediate 
~nc('oUlS. And as our mru'me force is almost entIl ely out of port on 
other SCI VIce, he had instantly at all events Frepaled the loans of the 
mcrch,tut vebsels III POit to be equipped out of hanu on any cxpemhon 
tills Homd may l'esolve upon on trus occasion.s • 

ConsidcratIon bemg had of Sambluljr's present attempt, the Board rue 
of opmlOn that the success of It would be attended With very ill conse
quences to Bombay in proportIon to the great mcrease of power men 
I,'venues and vessels wruch would enable rum to be so much a mOl'b 
llll>cruevous neighbour than ManajI (allowmg then' IllchnatlOns to piracy;, 
and robLeI y to be equal) ; that It would oblIge the Honourable Company 
to mClease their IDal'llle forcc (the expense of which IS aheady mtolel'able) 
~o secure 1ll any measure the navigation of the coast or even our hru"bour 
Itself Ii om in~Il1t8 as well as plovlde for the other mdlspensable occaSIOns 
of thIS I'H·bldency. It is agreed therefore that all possible means be 
u6f'd to\\slds £l'ustratmg the success of SambhBji's expemtion.' 

The 2nd·Apnl the President acqtJamts the Board that he has certain 
adVICe that Sambhaji Anglia'S commg up to Kolaba was in COnceIt 
'11th some of Manajl's own Office1'S, that he had accordmgly got posses
SIOn of the fortress of AhMg where he had established his head-

\ 

I The PreSident to Commodore T"omn.s Langworth on board the Prince William, 
dated Bomhay Castle 30th Mnre " 1740. Pub. DllLry 13 of 173940, 141-142. 

• Born, Gov, ConsultatlOJ;' March 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1789-40. 143. 
• Bow, Gov, Consultatlon.... lI1arch 1740. Pub, Diary 18 of 1739·40, 138.189, 
• BOlD. Gov. C0ll60ltRtlon, 31)tn Ma.rch 1740,l'ub. DlI~ry 13 of 1739·40.138.139. 
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quarters, 'and would have infallibly got Kolaba in his hands at the fil'~t 
insul-e hitd. not our fleet despatched out of port the 31st ultimo (March) 
appear9d in that Cl'ltlcal j"ncture off Kolaba and revived the spilits of 
Mana~l's party.l 

The 3rd Apnl arrived in Bombay harbour frollP KoIaba three of 

~
najl'S gahvats in quest of water for supplymg the Kolaba galTison. 

B whom received advices from the fiee~ thit SambMjl's two g'lalJ& on 
s ght of our vessels had made off to the southward j amI his gaIn ats 
~ere hauled up a creek under covel' of his guns wh~re the water was 
too shoal to admit of our vessels getting at them. 'Ihat Manajl expl'l:'ss(:(l 
great joy at the comlUg of OUI' succours; and Captain Inchbll'd findmg 
there could be nothmg effectual done for him unless sendmg him a 
mortal' ashOle WIth a gunnel' and a few of the people, had complied 
WIth ros desU'e and that sundry shells had beell thrown mto the enemy's 
fOI't and battenes WIth good success.2 

The 5th Apnl the PI'esldent lays before the Board letters roceived 
from Captf1in Inchbird, written III the hul'1'Y lDcident to Iris IJl'!lbcut 
situatIOn and purpolting that he had been oblIged to supply Minaji 
Angrla WIth a mortal' and that the bombarruze (Mr. Joseph Smith) and 
the gunner's mate (Mr. Waters) 'were both on shore to aSbbt In tho 
management of their artillery. Commodore Langworth, with thCl 
dlVlslOn under his command, had OD the 3rd lUstant (Api'll) jOlllcd 
the fleet before Kolaba. That he was ill provided wIth certain 
intellIgence of the Marathas' deSIgns, and whether thQy pl'opo;.od to 
assIs~ Manajl or not, of which he wanted the speeruest advice lor his 
better guidance. ~hat he had sent trusty people ashore to ill~pect the 
store of powder m his lllagazlUes, which appeared to be more than ,\hat 
one Malharjl had told blHl., who was it seems dIsaffected to M~116jl'8 
(lause; that Mannji was, however, in want of many neeeSb301'IPS and 
money espec~ally of which he had none; that Sarobhajl had undollMetlly 
a strong party for him witron Kolaba, who would open the gatOR to Imn 
were it not for fear of Manaji; that m the danger the place then was, 
it would be highly experuent to send a body of our sepoys to tluow 
into It, and especially to help garl'lson a SlllaU out-fort called SfL1'6"a 

Truse (Sarja Buruj) a post of the utmost importance to thc l))'c~el'v~' 
'tJ.on ci. Kohiba itself. S 

Tpe same day, 5th April, the Bombay Government reply: The acC(,M

sion of Kolaba to SambMjl Angl'la, a faIthless and declarod enemy, would 
we think be attended with such ill consequences to the.JsJand that 
we are entimly for preventmg tills dangerous revolution, ~iJlcO you 
WI'ite that a few men llUght be of serVlCe to defend the place, "t' IIOW' 

send YOll two hunru'ed sepoys with theIr officers, with what .~tnl'C8 and 
anutlUuition you write may be wantmg j the dispOSItion of all WhlCh

J together with the terms of their security, we leave entll'cly to you; au 
as you may want a small sum of money for propel' e~pcnSC8 wtJ scnu yUll 
a tmpply of Rs.IOOO. 

As to the fort of Sarga Truse (Sarja. Buruj) th.e importance of "hidl 

I Bom.. Gov. Consultation, 2nd April 1740, Pilb. DII~ry 13 of 1739·40, lH. 
o Born. Gov. CODSultatIOn, Sld April 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 17,,9.40, 14'1, 
3 Bom, Gov. Consultabon, 5th April. 1740, Fub, Diary 13 of 1739.40, 15(J, 
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yo\'!. represent so stron~ly, we should not De ~ooa.i.nst your. tM-owi,ng snch 
m.en into it as may lU!l.llltain it agltillst thll enemy, but we are af.l'aid of 
hazaTding either Mr. Smith, Mr. Waters, '01' indeed any Europe!l.lls 
even wlthin Manajl's power. Though if y01fthink the place is so tenable 
and of such eSSC'Iltial necessity to preserve with so small a ga.rrisoll, you 
may take your mdasul'es at dlScretion fo! fo~·b!yiug it with Wha.t people 
you can spare, getting from Manaji such security or hostages for the 

_ freedom of th~ll' persons as yO'U sb.a.U think necesBal'y.l 
, Next day, 6th April. received. eertaiu information that the Mar!ithas 
bad got together some forces Wlth which they proposed;' seizing for them
l'.elves Kar!l.llja and. Elephanta at present i1). M~n8ji's possession. 
Chimnaji himself with Dajil'av's so~ is DULl'ching with a body of men by 

, land against Sambhaji Angl'ia, wllo is encamped. against Kolliba ; so tlu!.t 
Mall:1Ji lUust be every way straightened.s 

The same clay the Prince of "l/Talgs galley came in fromthe fleet fOl' 

water and provisions, and ret~ed. the same -evening. No news, only 
the fil'lng contmues briskly on both sid.es.s 

Next lUorning (7th. April) descried. from the 'fort a nnmbElr of vessels 
belonging to the Marli.thas, standing from Salsette towat'ds Kal'anja 
where they landed their men, and took possession of the fOlt 'W1th 
httle 01' no reslSi:ance, 80 that they IIore now in possession of that whole 
i~~ • ' 

The same Consultation continuea: Captain InchbiFd in III ,letter of 
the 6th Ap111 sent per boat Wlites to the President that the MaratMs 
under CIu.n1n./ijl'S command are coming down on the. back of SambMJi 
who will be infallibly destroyed if he stands the cClnsequencesJ as, his 
l)Ower and forcell are so much. infel'ior. At the -same time, he adds, 
it 18 much to be feared that Chimnaji being-sO'near Chau.l with his at'Ihy 

• may think it a fair occasiqn to seize it immediately withont waiting 
the delays and. issues of II> ne!!'bti.a.tion; and the p4ce is i1\ a defenceless 
condition for want of men and money. Manaji Angria having l'ecElived 
8 reinforcement from Karanja decI1ned admitting wto KoIaba our 
scpoys sent for that 'purpose, so. that, Captain Inchbiid is in doubt 
... hether it will be best to send them: back' 01:. keep them. The Mara.thas 
have already taken a frontier 'place ~lled Pall (in Dhor State, six miles 
south-ea.bt of Nagothna) 011 theh way to AhMg, ",here Sambhaji il'J'" 
encamped and pI'tltends ttl fOltify.6 . 

Next day (8ih April) the President received a letter from a ~om. 
manding QiI1('.(l]' of th9, Mal'atMs notifying his having taken possession 
of KI1Tanj.a, and intendlng to do the like instantly by Elephants.. In 
'Co,fOl~mity to wluch, he forthwith sent a few men who seized that island, 
'findrng'".' l'esistance froIjl Manajl's people, and set about demolishing 
a fort .Manali had built on ona of the MIs.6 ,. 

~ Bom, Gov. to CI .. pta.in Ja.mes Inchbkd da,d' Bombay Castt& 5tb. Apl'il 1740, .Pub. 
Dil>\"}' 13 "f 1739-40. 153. • ' , 
• I ~om. Gov. OonBultation, 61;'h Aprit 1740, Pub. Diary III of 1739.40.156.· 

• B<>m. Go'l'. OonsultattOn, 6th April 1740, l'ub, Diary 13 of 178.9.40, I1i7.· 
• Bom. Gov, Consultation, 7th Apn11740, Pub. DlIlory Iii of 1739,40,161, 
-Hom. Gov. CODBultataon, 7th April 1740, PI1I11. Diary 13 of 1739.40, 157/ 
• Born. GoV'. OQtlIIul~atloD, 8th AprU 1740, Pub. Plary 111 of 17~9,401 U7. 
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The same'Cons'hltation continues: Received advice from 1(01aOO t1lltt 
the Maratha army was actually ahived before the place, and thc 
vanguard had a skmuish with Sambhaji Angria's people III which the 
Mal'athas had greatly t~ advantage. Sambbaji Angria findmg hi~ 
retreat in danger of being cut off both by sea. and land has recourse to 
making overtures of peace to-ManajiAnglja, who finaing the M:uMhis 
under colour of assisting him had already selZed KaIanja and Elephauta 
to their own use, and were besides IUltsters of some out-forts that 
commanded a great paJ:t of his country, is now afraid of losing all, and 
is the readier to heal'ken to his bl'Other's proposals, and forget in their 
present common distress the quarrel that IS between them. Accord
ingly several of ilieir relations and Brahmans keep open an intercourse 
betWIXt the camp and KoM.ba, and a tIeaty is set on foot, wherein It 
is proposed that Sambhaji Angria shall have frank passage from the 
fort of KoIaba, and MAnaji Angria will conmve at and favum' h18 
-return, but not admit him into ilie fOli where he dare not trusL hlm,l 

The arrangements for the transfer of Chaul to the Marathas contin
ued to receive attention. The 21st Apl'll17 40 the Board read the foUow
ing letter from the Presipent to Captain James Inchbird' Aftcr many 
delays and demurs the Viceroy has at length nominated and delegated 
his power to Don Francisco Baron de Gallenfells for the conduct, and 
conclusion of the Chaul treaty, who being DOW arrived wllllll'ocf'ell 
directly to Chimnajl in order to set this negotiatIon on foot In 
pursuance of my engagement I now constitute and 3,ppoint you to 
proceed in company WIth the said Baton de Gallenfells to Chimnaji, 
With whom he is to treat and conclude. You are to act on my part 
in the office of mec'bator, using your best endeavours to bring matters 
to the best accommodation, At the same time to avoid any futm'e 
ll1conveniences 01' reflections you are strictly to take nobce that you 
are engaged no farther than such a friendly office requires, without 
warranting 'Or becoming surety on either SIde. Any engagement of 
that sort on om' part might expose us to many ill consequellcl's and 
after-reckomng!!. Simple mediation and attestmg of traml!lktlOlls is 
all I would have you be concerned in. As you are alreadtactjnaiut(ld 
'with the Marathas' demands and the Viceroy's answer, it is l)eedlc~s to 
say more in the way or instIllction than that you do your best to leVI'} 
and i'emove the difficulties and objections on either siae. You win 
o~sionally have to impress on the Marathris that in this 3,fl'mr we h"';ve 
the greatest proof of the reality of our profeSSIons and views, winch 
evidently aIm at nothing more than a peaceable good undel'stalllllDg 
with the country powers in order to carryon our trade and C()IlUW'rf'C, 
The protect.ion of our trade is all that arms us or makes us demous 
even ot holding Bombay, without" extending our dominion or ~ailling 
forls or settlements that might give them a jealousy, smCll th('Y ¢annot 
but confess that we had a fail' opportunity of gctting Chaul for om'
selves, had not those maxims we profess been against it.~ 

T?e 16th May l740 the President lays before the Board & ldtm: 
receIved from Captain James Inchhird acquainting the Board Ow,!, 1Iy 

~ BPu°m
bJ

• GDov. Consultation, 8th Apnll740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, It7. 
iC lary 13 of 1739-40, 184-18~. 



Ma.terials-l 

AND ISLAND. 235 

Calltam lnchblld's report and other concurrent lldVlces, the Mal'atM.s 
ale so j<la.lous of Sambhaji's power, and so many hostlhtle3 have already 
passed between them that thl'y are bent upoo roducing, him and WIll in 
all prob •• bihty atta.ck hun as soon as a. proller season Will allow, CIumn:ijl 
h:wlIlg at presen" l'etreated with Ius 1:orc08 up-country to secure hIS 
f.lmlly mtelest and succeSSIOn on BajU"liv's dea.th. The MarathUs have 
bkewlse been very pressmg to gain a declaratIOn of our intentlOu in caso of 
tlll'1l atta.ckmg Sambhajl Angr~ whether we Wlll asSIst them WIth our 
tloet or not. The PresIdent therefore desires to know the oplllIOn and 
resolution of thil Board m such case, that on appl1caboll from the 
::\IaJath •• government, he may be furnished with a proper answer. 
On thIS, aftel eonsldelatJOn, the Board are unammonsly of opinion that 
III our present bltuatIOn and state of war with SanJbMji Angua and the 
bLUe plOspect thele is of bringlUg bim to any reasonable terms of peace, 
we cJ.nnot do better than embrace the Mal'atha party, and, so far as 
our forces WIll pcrilllt u~, asSIst them in any expedItIOn against 
S.llnbhSjl, especIally SIDce no new charge would be IDcm-red, as mdcpen
dently of tills alliance the same force would be employed against tlus 
enemy. ·We are sensible that such a dIscreet use may be made of tills 
aSSIstance, as at the same time to oblige these nCIghbours and humble or 
W(-akcll a resolute bold enemy. Meant1llle we may benefi.t by their 
enmIty. It IS certam we should, have many III consequences to dread 
ftom their Ulllon, and no good ones from our refusal to act in eoncert 
\,<ILh the !l1a.titMs against Angrla. Agreed therefore that 111 case of 
the MarJthas PJesslllg us to jom thcm agalllst Sambhaji, a fa.voUlable 
answer be given by the PleSldent to their pl'Opo~als, containing an 
as'Ul'anc.) of a leasonablc concurrence with them, as far as our sltuation 
and aftau'~ WIll pel'illlt us. l 

The 1 ~th July 1740 the President acquainting the Board tlIat 
ClumnclJi ha~ appl1ed to hlill very pressmgly for his speedi1}g the con
clw,lun of the affall' of Chaul, and that 'he proposes despatChing Captam 
Illchbu:d up-country to him in company with Baron p.e Gallenfells to 
put the last, hand to that negotIation on the plan and footing contained 
In Ins instructions of the 21st AprIl last, the BOaI·d entirely approves. 
As It WIll be necessary to advance some money for defraJIng the 
chaJ.~ps of thIS expedItion It is agreed that whereas there is no-othel" 
Plovlbion made by the Portuguese State, and that we are too far em
Lal kPJ III the medIatIon of thIS affair to rid our hands of It, without 
aftordIng' the Mlll'athas a handle of complaInt; that the sanJe as far 
a.~ ab,olutely reqUISIte be advanced by us as a loan to the Portuguese 
State on the Viceroy's engagement to see the Honourable Company 
repaJ.d. It ,is to be hoped this will be the last call upon us, and as the 
Honourable Company's mterest reqUITes this additlonal trust,. we 
presume they will not disapprove.' 

The 16th September 1740 the President acquaints the Board that 
Captain InchbIrd is now returned from the Maratha country in com
I,any with the Portuguese deputy, bringing the following report: 
As the MaratMs and Portnguese are unwlilmg to trust each othe~' the 

1 B"m. flov. CQI'BuIt.,tion, 16th Ma.y 1740, Pub. DIRry 13 of 1739·40, 202·203. 
• Born. Gov. Consulta.tlon, 18th July 17<10, Pub. Dla.ry 13 of 1739-40, 289. 
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only eocpedrent they cO{lld agree upon was £or us in a neutr.al quality 
and Its ,mediators to take provisionally poss,ession" of \ the fort. qf 
Chanl and Moro, with ,.condition ~to deliver the,m to the _ Maratha 
po'wer IJll soon as C~l'tain 'advices shall arrive of their llavlng" agrQeablll 
,to articles entnely evacuated the Goa territorie,. of fSalflctte and 
:Bardes. Cal?tain Inchbird, without engaging further than to rj:lpl'Oicllt 
this matter. to t)le Government here, hlJll now, left it open : for UII 
eIther to accept of this deposit 01: reject ft. It is now re(\ommended to 
the :Board for theu dehberation wbich is the best part to pursue. D{'l.mt
ing thereon it is obsened that man~ ill' consequences may arise flOm 
our taking such a step a8 receiving immediately the charge of tba.t 
plaoe, in respect especially to- the Portuguese, whose govern~ent.may 

. probably 'be changed by' this' time and we shall ruu a. ri:,k; of. their 
disatowing OU1' procedure, and perhaps impute the blame of it to us, 
Qn ,the other hand, should we refuse to act in their behalf they would 
then reproach us with inconsistence with our promise to assist them ill 
qualIty of mediators, and of indifference to 1;beir preseryation.' An 
,ides of the 'questlOn bemg duly weighed, it is the opinion of the lIoanl 
that the best' expedIent to gain time, and' secure the fullest authol'lty 
for our IDU:lfvention m1l be for the President to write the Viceroy to 
tlena him, a: fall power, nay and a request to take' charge of these torts, 
~ supp1ying u§! with all the incident expenses., The letter to be con· 
ceived in the plainest and most :ma.naged terms for, our security.l, ' 

The 4th August 1740, the 'President think! it necessary to acquaint 
the Boal:.d that hfl has cCl'taili intellIgence that SamhMii AnWia ill prel)a~· 
ing and increasing.his sea force for some enterprise and that it bcho,:()s 
to take under serious' considel-e.tion the state' of our mariIll', 
and whether as it IS it will be suffiCien.t to .watch the enemy's mohiulIiI 
and answer aU the exigencies and occasions the service Willl'equu'c 11£1:<,1}' 
the opening of the season; until the al'l'ival of the Commodol'e ~hil'. 
Concerning which he is advised lty Captam Freeman and others that £1'0111 
the SeVel'lty of the season at Home and the great rufficulty there is to 
procure men for" their ship the HODpUl'able Company will haJ'dly be itblc 
to get theirs for this side. out in time to l.'each this place bElftre-poccm.· 
bel' next (1740), and desn'es Captain Freeman (who attends WIthout) 
may .l1e called in and examined as' to bis opinion and the grounds 
fot, it. Captain Freeman being accordingly called in and interrogai.ed~ 
conf!rms the above cle<)l3,ration and withdraws. , i 

~h~ .Pr~sident then' sums up the number ot: vessels to be ~nywa.ys 
depended upoJl. These are the Rose galley, Prince o/Wales, Neptune', 

.Pnze, the new grab, the Salamaftder bomb ketch, the Trial and L01!don 
aloops with the galivats. ,Ht! Pl'oposea the question to the Boa.l'~ 
wh~er 01' not this forc& is sufficient without 'the Commodol'c shtp 
bot~ -to watch the enemy's motions (whose increase of power and dClligns 
have been already noted) and to protect the tI'adE) lll. convoy to too nl)l't~* 
ward and ,southward. The :Board all agree that our present f01C~,"1S 
not suffiCIent, Ml'. Geekie. e:x;eepted, ,whq gives his opmion thQ,t' ~t lj, 
'1'he PreSIdent then proposes 'that, since the Montof/ue'a dOmUl'l'ag~ 

\. ~ ~~..,. , 

- , _, _,., t _ ,~~ " J , ,,' ~ 
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will not commence till tbe 17th lS"ovember next n740), 'she may be 
kl'pt m remfOHlement of our mal'ine till the Commodore smp 01" somo 
othel' arnvcs us tt> relieve her, wmch can h9 of 110 ill consequence 01' 

mereased expense to the Honourable Company. And for the present 
she may be 01<le100 up to SUl-at, thenc&- to bring down coffee and PIece
gooJs £01' Uris PresIdency, as Wlth propel' management she may be 
down tinle enough for any 1lcl'vice she may be want~d for. Tws is 
agrcctl tQ.! 

'fhe 8th October 174,0 this letter to the President was received 
fl'om tl mCEsenger sent by Shahu R!l:ja: God preserve you m your 
Govcl'Ilmcni of Bombay, - After aSSUl'lDg you of my friendship, I am 
tLl mfol'm you that on a. ilisunlon between the valiant Manajl Angrlllo 
and SanlLhriJl, I was induced, on a. knowledge had of the former'& ment, 
to lucsen'e hun in the possession of Kolaba, who acqUaDlts me of the 
as~ist.lDce and favours you have bestowed on rum, and with which I 
am exhemely pleased. On the fhst adnce glven me of SambhRirs late 
attempt a~ainst the other, I despatch.ed my secretai'Y Jivaji Khanderav, 
but on ws arnval the sald SambMjl l'etu'ed thence being struck Wlth 
fear,' Mamiji IS Ply faithful servant and theI'efore shall not want my 
PlotectlOn, whether against SambMii or any other that may presume 
to molo)st him; and as you ate his neIghbour I hope you Will contInua 
to £.lyour him. on all occasions. Your sendmg me fI equent letters will 
be,alwd.Ys plea",'lDg to me,i 

'The l)lehiuent answer& to the Shahu Raja, styled Maharaja or the 
great kmg, who v!!-lues the honour of carrying the Umbrella, 9th Octo
ber I HU: FlOm tllil hands of your messenger I 'was honoured Wlth 
raUl' letter and vestment i and beg your Illlj,jesty will be assured of my 
j~8t sen. a \J£ thIS 'token of your favour. As we are sItuated so near 
y,)ur dllnlllllons, in order to conduct our commerce Wlth all possible 
j \ishee, I t1wuglit 1~ necessary on my arrIval to despatch a. gentleman to 
your pI ehence for paymg my respects, who did on rus return hither duly 
relate the CIvilitIes your majebty showed him, and J. hope we shall 
expericnCOol& contmuance of the same, Sambhaji Angria. pCl'sisting to 
dlsturh ow' naVIgation, as well as of others trailing in these seas, we have 

, been compelled to maintain a consider",ble force for protecting us against-. 
Ins attempts, ever being disposed on our parts to concert teans of 
fnendbhip WIth h1m; put his well known perfidy has hitherto prevgnted 
a. concluslOn we so -much desire. When I arrived here, we had many 
of rus people Inisoners to whom liberty was gl-auted with mal'ks of 
conrtcsy exelcised to tliem, Yet notwithstandmg this, he now detains 
with severe trcatment tru'ee Englishlnen taken last year in II. small 
gl-ab. But as your majesty is his sOvereign, and are Jlleased to honour 
ns with your favour, I hope through your goodness to see theil' rtltease 

·et1'ected, whIch Wlll lay us under 80 high obhgation. It g,ives us great 
pleasure that your maj~8ty approves of the aid we bestowed on Mannji 
Anglillo for preserving his fortresses against the attacks of Sambhaji j 
And we shall roailily contUlue our £l'1elldship to Minaji p.rovlded he' 

I Born. Go". Con.~,ttation. 4th Aug, 1740~1?\1b, Dia.ry IS of 1739-40.' 306.307. 
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Will duly exercise the means towari4; rendering his country beneficial 
to hIS Jwp. people and others, by observmg a stnct justIco, which \}() all} 

assmed will prove much Diore advantageous to hun than Cl'UlZmg ou 
the falr traders, as he has rutherto done. N.B.-Accol'dillg to thl.\ 
custom of the country a note wal? gut III the packet lng containing th\! 
above letter to the following purport: The Enghsh Government hegs 
the Ser~ne MaJu\'raja will accept of a statue of a cow and calf i also a. 
clock with chllnes and several mOVIng figures. l • 

The lOth October 1740 the President acquaints the Board with th!) 
al'l'lval'of a person from the Shahu Raja (as noted in the Diary unclor 
the 5th mstant) who brought a present of a sirprf u togcthol' with a 
letter from him, translate whereof is read, and whereto an anbwer had 
been prepared wruch IS approved.2 

The 27th October 1740 the President informs the Board thllt, the 
Marathas have lately seized four boats belonging to this IbJunll and 
actually furnished With our pass and colours; that he had mltl10 apph. 
cabon to the commandmg officer at Arnala where they had been ran Icll, 
bu'lt had hitheJ;to met with evasive answers and pretcxts to elu,lt) ilIa 
claim. Even though the release of these boats should be effi'(·ted, the' 
Marathas' actlOn showed how little thell' observance of tr('aties 18 to be 
depended upon. Some time since,he ha~ sent the MaratMs the iUlprc8~lou 
of a seal affixed to the passes so that they must have known tl,e boat
men belonged to Bombay. That the whole Maratha 1)J'oeee(hng~ bhow 
a proneness to dispense with all engagements when not IDllllcdillltely 
subservient to their inclinations. As we have it not in our POWt'I' to 
oppose them by force, it is indispensably necessary ,to proceed with tho 
utmost caution, and as £pl" as possible prevent the evil deSIgns which 
Booner or later they may attempt to put more effectually iu e'{eeutlOll. 
The Board, duly considering this representation, .and that frequent 
captures of' trading boats will strike a terror and dis-sVil'lL in the 
merchants, the securing of whom calls for some I'cgard, agree that 
a part of the manne force be constantly smtioned 011 convoy hctwecn 
1j,his port and Surat. With this object we direct the stlpel'mtentlcnt of 
the marIlle on theu- return to prepare the vessels now eWl'loyl'd to the 

""!lol1;h~ard to proceed back on that serviee.3 

T~e difficulties in the way of the peaceaLJe transfer or ChaulanJ 
Moro from the Portuguese to the Manithas again occupy a lCH(hng 
place III the Consultations. The 14th October 1740 the PreBldent 
acquaints the .Board he had called this meeting 10 comJilUnicate a 1ettel' 
receIved yesterday from the Viceroy or Goa wIth an authentic instru
ment enclosed, expressing his full !nd clear declaration aud request of 
?Ul' :receiving the deposit of ChauI and Moro, under the terms ttlcsC11hed 
III the treaty concluded between the MaratMs and their COmmlSH:lI'Y (a,* 
me~tion~d in Co~sultation the 16th September la&t) his acceptance aml 
ratification of which he has now returned. 'rhe President rcmarks thnt 
the Portuguese inablhty to supply the expense unavoidable OIl thcl)coasion 

~ Pub. Diary 13 of 1739·40, ~9.360. ' 2 Pub. Diary 13 of 1739·40, 367 • 
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Ma.terials] 

AND ISLAND. 239 

of the delh-ery of ChauI, which by a moderate comllutation fAust amount 
to Rs. 8000, glves him the utmo~t concern. That mdeed he l'1lOuld 
have been aver~e to enterIng into the pre~ent measure but from a con
vicbou of the benefit that may accrue to the Portuguese which dl'pemls 
on the pl'eSeI'vatIon of those forb'esscl! unbl the propel' tmIe for the 
ces~Ion. lie IISsm'l's the Borud he has disbursed out of his own prIvate 
fOI tune betwcen CJglIt and ten thousand rupees for that purpose. And 
Ufb"eS as It IS our national poli{lY to a$Slst the Portuguese and since on 
the Issue of this negotiation rests theIr future qUIet in India, the lC-

11ayment of the inCIdental charge whercof will be secured by the most 
vahd writing from the Viceroy so as to avail at the Court uf Portugal, 
he is "Ilhng to hope our Honourable Masters WIll not disapprove of 
our advanCIng the sum requiSlte for this serVICe. EspecIally a~, should 
the affaI!' ttll of beIng brought to the desircd end, the lesult maY' 
subject us to many ill-consequences both from the Marathns as well as 
the Portuguese. In this opinion the Board concUIS and agrees. 

A state of the military IS then laid on the t3.ble, in order to appoint 
a garnson -for the security of the Chaul fortIfications, for whICh two 
hundred of our milItary WIth proper OfficelS together WIth the Portu
guese now there are esteemed sufficient As it is uncertain how tIns 
proposltiun may be tI'eated by those in possession, who may show a 
dlsInc11llutJon to vacate the place, it behoves us to pIOceed WIth gTeat 
circumspectIon. Therefore the President proposes instantly despatchmg 
Captain Inchbird to acquaint the Commandant Don Francisco Baron 
de Gallcnfells of the Resolution received from the VICeroy, and to be 
llarticulally informed by lum (whose veraCIty we may rely on from 
hIS general good character) or the present dIsposIt1on of the people, 
and whetber they are wilhng to (give charge of the forts) Of all this 
Ca}ltain Inchbud is to forward immediate n1>tice, we delaying further 
movement unbl Its receipt. ThIS precautIOn being judged highly 
necessary IS approved and thc following instructions for Captam Inch-
bud aIe prepared:1 ' 

As when you ,were at Poona the Marathas would nolY fini8h the long 
delJated treaty with the. Portuguese unless we absolutely assumed the 
c11arge of Chanl and Moro as a deposit until the fortress of Cocolem 
(Cancohm) and the village of Ansolna (Assolna in Goa SJJsctte) should 
be vacated and restored to the VIceroy, we, on a Wlllingnebs to"'assist 
Ins nahon, (lId represent thIs matter to him at the same tame 
assullDg him of our readmess to comply with the llart desired, 
1'1'0\ lued he wuuld furmsh liB with a propel' instrument 111 wntmg 
requl,'Stmg- our so dOlDg. ThIS being come we are n~ preparinO' 
some people to proceed on the seroce, but our numbers being small an~ 
having many services to employ thl:!m on, we are obliged to act WIth 
cautIon, lest unsurmountable difficulties mIght be thrown in our way. 
You are, therefore, to embark on the bomb ketch and repaIr to Chaul, 
where you a"e to deliver the Viceroy's letter now given you as well M 
another from the Prcbiuent to Don Francit;(lo Baron de Gallonfells 
the Commandant, and explicitly know from lum whether the 801<1ICr8 

1 Bom. Gov. COD8ultation, 14th Oct 1740, Pub.lhary 13 of 1739·40, 361.~()2. 
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and .people :dow in charge ofilie f,'"tI.rrison will without hcsil.'1tion conscnt 
to our assuming the' deposit of the' place a.nd also. assi .. t wilhngty in 
'its security unb! the proJll.lr notice comes from Goa, that tbt" l\:[ar4thts 
havmg IlCrformed their 'parts we may surrender the fortr'-"3L'S so 
deposited with us unto the order o£ 13Alaji B:ijirav agrccal.lc to tho) 
articles stipulated and now in your possessiO~.l • 

The 5th November 1740 read the following letter from Capb.ill 
James Inchbird to the President, date'll Chaul 4th N ovemlx-l' 1740: 
Don Francisco discovers such a mahgnant spirit ln the Pann"l. 
that he is apprehensive they are combining in some ill designs, and is 
nfraid if not prevented tIley will put the city in fumes. Sure, su(·h 
unhea1d-of vulains and inconsidel'ate men are hardly to bo ml't 
with.' I tell Don Francisco the consequences of such actions may be 
highly resented. And, as the l\faratMs nuy not easily forgive 
such proeeedings, they may pl'obably return measure for mea,Ufe i and 
what we are doing for the relief of the miserable state of tho Por
tug-nese may prove fatal, and involve ,us in a labrrinth of trouhlc. 
'rhis, and the Dleluts to prevent it, I pressed JUm tlmely to consider. 
Don Francisco says the only way is without 1088- of time to draw off 
the Portug'!lese garrison and to keep all preparations secret till tita 
all'ival of the vessels, when he' will have all his men in l'€'.i1ioCf" 
imm~iately to embark. When the POl·tuguese ·gafl1soll cmbruks hq 
advises me to Itace guards in all tile convents and ohlige the Padre" 
to withdra.w an prevent further mischi.ef. lIe hints to me tb.lt ChanI 
may be in as bad a. Ilituation as Moro was. For he rcasonahly ap
prehends evil' results from the malignant spi.rit of the Padres. lean 
plainly see the DoD:'s whole ganison look on themselves as little better 
than pI'jsonars. As they have been long hele starving and without 
pay, they are afraid the,. shall be forced hence to Goa or some other 
place with their families to end their lives in misery. TIns I IJClicve 
at the hazari of their lives they wo'lJd prevent. I urgro th~ danger 
of delays, and that it would be proper he should write your Uoncur. 
To this he agl'eed and forwarded the accompa.nying letter. Should 
your Honour think it advisable to withdraw the Portu~ese g:miso,n, 
'Don.Frandsco win want fifteen or ilixteen shibaTa. Each of the tI,lt
teen companies must have one for them and their famihes. The 01 her. 
Don"Fra.neisco will want for himself and the Captain of the place. 
E~lusive of the POl'tuguese the present garrison is three hundroo of 
our troops, of whom I propose one hundred for Moro and two hnndrl-4 
for ChauL At the same time, as it has already proved in the C'~ of 
the Sidi, ilhe main security from foreign attempts must be our 
dependence upon the M'aratluls. This confidence in them is great, but 
it cannot be avoided. At the foot of the }{OfO hill is a body ()£ four 
huMred Marat.ha sepoys and in a fort adjoining the limits of Chaul ii 
another body of two hundred and fifty. If anya.ttempts sltonld te 
made against Chaul, we must permit the, Marathas to remain in and 
defend the limits. This is all that we shall expect. from them. 
Should the Moro be attacked, we shall be obliged to admit the 
I1farlitMs to defend the lower towers, as our own people will be unablll 
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to do mor; than defend the upper, and mn.iu place. We -daily expect 
the arrival of the body of men that ChimUlljI is to send to tho· camp 
of SJ.int John. I bve written to Ca.ptain ',}'alkel', but humhly submit 
the whole to yom' Honour's consideration.! • 

The aecoVlpanying letter trom the "Bar~n de _Gallenfells, dated Chaul 
4th No\'ember 1740, was In the following terms: I all), to infOl'lll 
you that yesteuL.y on burniJtg the principal altar belongiug to the 
Dominican Convent, where Captain Inchbird and I are quartcred, the 
tire seized the roof, and had presently consumed the whole, jf the 
llt'CC:,saryassistance had been delayed. This accident (though unde
'signed) grCl1tly alarmed the offic~r appointcd by Chimnaji Appa to 
t:>kc an account of the artillcl'y' and ammunitions ..... to be deliveled. 
As I am apprehensive what in this case happened by ill fortune may 
arise in another convent through malice, I am with all earnestness to 
rcquu,t that yon will please to transport my people with all expedition 
to ;Bomlny and so p-revent the lllitny fatal com.equences that may 
attend the state by the least delay. Th~ three hundred men you have 
sent hither Will be sufficient fllr its secunty at this tIme, 'as there if; 
nn room to expect tha.t Sambhaji, }Ianaji Angria, or the Sidls Will 
m:lke any attempts. For the transport of my people I shall want 
fifteen boats, which I beg- may he hastened for the reasons above 
recited, and SI) overcome this diffiqulty as you h.we done several others 
which were mueh greater.' _ _ 

At the S!\IDO Con8111tation after debate !!.6TCed: The only expedient 
to pre\'ent further ill cousequences is the IIDmediate removal ot the 
rortuguose garrison to Bombay. As so many impoverished people 
nuy melinE5 to eVIL designs, they 111'e not· .to be pctmi,tted to land in, 
Demroy with w:Ll')Jke arms; and are to be quartered at the Imhitations 
designed for the weavers, with a proper body of our sepoys patrolling 
theIr quartCrs. To the unavoidable expense until they can Qe again sent 
awa.y, we must submit. ~t tbe Neptune's Prize be direeted to 
)l1'ocwd to Chaul to strengthen the place against any.attempt. ! ,Her 
uetachment and crow with the sloops no)v there will he a considera1le 
rejnforcemeJ].t. As we are uneertain whether the Neptu,ne's Pi ize can' 
satcly be carried into the Chanlliver, we leave the issue-of (:n:del's to 
CJ.ptain Inchbird.' .. 

On the 11th November 1740 the President 'Wrote to the Viceroy of 
Goa: On the 17th and the 31st of October I had the honour to 
IIIltire...s y()lJ~ co})ics WhCl'eof are now transmitted .. I am truly con
cernec.l at so great a deilly in receiving the expected advice fONlur quitting 
the fortrCsf!es of Chaul .and Moro. Our continued keeping of thoS/.· 
fortresses is unsupportable.- exposing lIs not only to heavy exrense, 
Imt to the ahseuce of a conslderahle rart of our forces and lOlL the wIloIe 
"f our fleet. At the same time we are so excluded from any dependence 
on your people that all of them are withdrawn hither, It must be 

y dear to your Excellency that in mare zeal for yonr service we assumed 
the hoMing of those places, always supposing that in'ten or at most 
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in futcen dal~s we might resib"ll them. As in this we M'1l unlmJ)J'ily 
disa.PI~intcu, this Loat is L~ tened express to (:om;nre you' it ,\,11 he 
Impossible for us 10 continu\llollf,rer in Cmul than one month ill alI. 1 £ 
through any' default in the-Marathlis the treaty you have truule ",itll 
them cannot be instantly ratified we besee<.h you wiU eMile your 0\\11 
forces to repossess Chanl and Moro, otherwife their akmloning 'I ill1)\) 
unavoidable. For your Excellency will no"i!>e de~il~ that we ri;-k till' 
concerns or our Employcl'S by persisting in holding Chaul. I mn 
moreover ohliged to represent to you tha.t according to thll CODli,anY'<l 
st;~ndmg rules we cannot employ their money othemi~c than for ihl'ir 
own immedmte 'and actual service; and although for a,,~jstill~ ;\ 0111' 

state we 11avc iu some cases deviated from those so-lIDsitivc o111cT", ,}ct 
your Excellency will not desire we should iocreafe our g'uilL antI 
endanger our 0"0 proper fortunes which may }>roOO1,ly be rendm'cd 
hable to satisfy all loans 130 advanced without tht'ir pel'm.iscion. 1 
therefore entreat your Excellency to provide for the f;uPl){Jrt or yuur 
troops withdrawn from ChauI, and restore with all po~ibJe s}Jl'lJ(l thvl;C 
bums v,e ha.ve ISSUed for your service. -I should not be thllR prC$-l-ing 
wlth your Excellency ,vere the ma.tkr less imrortant. After dIccting 
the business he went fol', SamLMji Angria is returned from Sahha. 
Ilis success at Satara and the fact he is prepa.ring- to send his fk~.t thi<; 
way, increases our uneasines.§.l 

Three weeks later (2nd Decembe'r 1740) So Consultation conta.iM 
the followmg entry: Received a le.tter from Captain James Inthuird 
"'1th advice that the MaratMs had given assurancl'.B their people I>hou1<1 
be .down and rcceiYe possession of Chaul by Thursday. IIe tiwrefore 
desires five shibQl'8 may be sent for conveytng our people 8\\lIoy. aOfl 
at large boat for the ~ooe and remains of ammunition. To thit! 
a reply was instantly gIven expressing our satisfa.etion on the hke
lilioood of gettmg clear of that troublesome trust ~ llDd tho \KA}tll 
required were accordingly ordered.s . 

A week later. (9th December) a Consultation records the !uCCt'f.~rul 
i8sue of this trouqlesome trust: Captain Inchbird returned from 
Chau} with all our people, having dehvered tlui.t pla('~ to tile Ilel'fons 

.appointed by the Maro.thRs, to the entire satisfaction of Loth parties,S 
Th!!safetyof Henery or Underi and the recovery of the SiMs out. 

to t:'lJ~lings are once more prominent in the 1741 letters. A Coru;u1ta.
bOll of the 28th February 1741 records: Certain it is this ch:vge for 
defenJ4tg Underi is productIve of no a.dvanta".ooe or ,n~ht.Y to "Our 
lIonour",ule Masters and only tends to increase the Sl(li.'s debt •. As 
leca.l1ing our people .must be first proposed to the gove~ng Sidi anJ. 
the withdrawing the cannon may posSibly give some handle Of ilist."PIlst 
wlUth fmm the mtelligence we have of a large body of the Mogha.l'.s 
forces being on their mareh against the Marllthas and even ad,anced 
near these pa.rtSj we cannot think it would be prudent te ,move therein 
nt this juncture, though w~ shall watch a proper, opportunity for 
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t)[,>ciing- it in future.l Regal'l.lillg this ~amo subjeCt tllO 31'<1. Apnl 
: l1-i 1 the Pre~idellt proposes, f,O soon as a 'Vessel c.'l.n he spa,red, "1;0 seml 
Capt..tin ~lIJIlucl Walker to discuss this. matter with the Sidis at 
ttrljpUl1 anu bting it about upon &micable terms. Th1s the- Board· 
apprm·,d.!! • 

The 29th April 1741 The Hono1uable Mr. Stephen. Law, Govt!rnol' 
autl Pfc~ident, addressed C:.qJt..un Walkar: Though you have already 
instructIons fmID myself and CQuncil under the 28th instz.nt tondung 
~-out present dopubtion to the Sidis, yet I shall remark some neNlssa,'V 
l)f>ints. As it is proper you fhould carry a present to the head Sidi and ~i 
83,mbal his second, the subsequent things are provided to be given as 
"\ ou think most su1.t<tble ; two presents of fine gold chints, value Rs. 90, 
two chests of lOsewater, two fuzzees (fusees) value Rs. 50. 'Wha.t little 
gmtUltles may be necessary for the servants about the Sidi8, you will 
I.l<·,tow m tbe manner rou esteem most consistent which must be left 
to your ili~ctetion. Thd dmrge of defending U nded, inclUlling pay and 
pl'\)\-isions to our men nnw there, amounts to nearest Rs. l!)()U anm1al, 
which matter your instructions l)oint out to you. I think 8hould the Sidis 
nut CQl1scnt to our wlthdrawmg our guns, yet you Ehould prevail on 
them to our Imving the $ranadoes and such like articles that a~e not proper 
to remain In their ba.n<l.s. By our present calculation the Sidi's debt to 
the Company. "hjeh includes the value of the stores at U nderi, amounts 
to nc:uest Rs. ·W,OOO. In ca....«a they dQ agree to our possessing said 
f;t.ores, wlueh we shall take at the value they were rated, then a consi
derable sum will be dedncted. Forthe lemrunder they must be pressed 
to gi,e us an assignment on the tanl.lln of Surat wInch is hinted to you 
in the mstructions. There has been a rumoUl' that the Sidis and 
Sambluiji hare la.tely come to a. good undimJ;a.nding with an intent to 
cxoeute certaIn projects llb..ru.nst Manajl Angria, the Mal'iIthiis, or u,.. 
You mu~t therefore endeavour to get at the reality of "hat has pass(l(l 
as it may be of service to us to know. Should the Siurs st'ut the 
Sllbject of out' appearing as mediators Letween the Portuguese and 
}'Iar~th;:ls iu the ces8ion of Chaul, as you know this \ms a point wo 
couU not withdraw -rrom, without tota.lly leaVing the Portuguese 
rcm:ilnillg posse~f.ions to the extremesthazard. your own judgment will 
suggest the needful reply.s _ • 

• Tho alJove instructions given by the President to Captain Walker are 
read to the Board and meet with their approva1.4 • 

The] lth :May 1741 Captain S. Walker writes in reply: I acquz,mted 
the Sidi with your Honour's orders to this garrison and the several 
pa,ts rOlmd Bombay not to suffer any armed sepoys commg from the 
neighbouring powers to land upon tMB island; that, however well assured 
your Honour was of thelT friendship to this place, you could· not 
'exempt their people £rom being subject to this order, whlChcould not be 
done without the other neighbOuring powers taking exceptIon. He s:ud 
hi} had receivoo a. letter some months ago from yonI' Honour acquaint-

I Bam. Gov. CODsulmtion, 28th Feb. 1741, Pub. D,ary 14 (If 1740-41, 107 ·108. 
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Ins lum willi the oruer and regulation you hall i:3rlll'll tA) lJO oIM'I\Cll 
in futtu'e, with your reaEODS thelefor: lle snld he \\as ycty gla.tl that 
your Honour hadmado suc~ it'gulatioDs and that he \Vas 'H~ll aCt}ll.lin u~1 
with the bltuabon of Bombay. T11.ll.t It W:loB a place ot tralle wh<!H! 1lI.\llY 
people lesUlt under the denoruina.bon of m('rebants fr9m all IJal't~ of th~' 
con,tmcnt; 1l,'](1 that it behoYes the goV"crnment of this pJ:u.'O t>hidly lu 
ObElllVe lU future the re~lation your nanour haJ mooc, and tllltt fUT 
hIS p:n t he was .0 far from takmg It Iln&s that he was glad ()f It ~ It 
tended to the ~ecunty of hIS fnends.! • 

~The 15th .May on hlS return flOm his deputatton to the Sl1i.~ elll.t-lin 
~~muel ·Walker delIvers a leport of his tro.n~a.ctions "IIi. h iij l'l"d. 
On tillS the President informs the Board tha.t in discourse wIth C:1])\:1l1l 
'Valkm', leal'lling the SldlS had conscnlcd to return cCltain bt()re~ £Mn 
Duden, as also the withdrawmg' our people, he immcdmtely goa'\I' ol'llu> 
anti appomteJ a vesEcl to convey them hithcl'.~ TIl,} final' Ecttklllcnt 
of the Sidl's outstandings was for some time dclayeJ:' At last in 
MaICh 1743 the Court of DilOdors wlite: The Sldi'R debt king at 
length hkely to be clealed i~ pleasing to us. The'many delays ol,,;ia.. 
cles and dlfficultics that cOllStanly attend recovering money from tho 
country powers must wa1'll you against making leans to them on :my 
pretence whatever 8 ' 

The MaratMs in Salsette, who as noted above in October JNO 
carried off certain Uombay fishing boats, were not long lJCfore they 
agam gave trouble: At a Consultation of the ]2th June 1741 tho 
Prcsidcnt rctnlnds the memLers of the frequent intimations he, ha.1l 
given of Maratha insolence. Thcir eonduct gave hIm great ulle:J.l'inl!f;s. 
Constant attention and even on some occasions the disbursmg ,of 
!'mall S\lmS, had hithertD' kept things tolerably quiet. IAlotel." thl'.v 
had gone so far as to inteJfere in the procCl's of the Bombay Court'l of 
J ustwe though the cause of action 3o!'OEe on the spot and thl! ll:l.rties 
W~l'e inha.bitants of the ibland. On thi~ occablon KoniMji 11anl<ar, 
commanding on.Saleette, appointed a pc,'son to di~cuss the 'll1ei-tion in 
dIspute. When disuussion was refused KondAji's agent pas~cd over to 
J.fahim wHh a body of armed attendants. In a~ditlOn to tM .. Kond.iji 
tlu'eatened to send orders for seizmg all boats and effects I)(Jong'iDg to 

• -our svbjects a.t Kalyan. SubmisslOltto so glOSS an impo~ition will hrJllg 
on us great discredIt and in the end will proye an introduction to ilia 
1\fafatMs' still greater demands and insults. In this case it appeareJ. 
n1O',t eligIble through Captain Inchbird to expo&tulato ~th Kond \.1i· 
and endeavour to make him hearken to reason. If thUt fails and 
redress cannot otherwise be obtained, appbcation to Poona will to 
unavoidable; In this opinion thc Doard are unanimous.' , 

A Consultation a fortnight later (26th lunc 1741) approves "the 
following letter of instrllctions t~ Captain Inchbird;' KondAiji Mnn~r 
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thc1 ~JanHha. go\'crnol' or s~nsette, 1l::wing as you well kuow treated us 
latd.v in a VtHY unkintl manner, iny~elt aud Coun<?il have thought it 
com.:mcut that you do PIOCt'(..(l to Inm for expostulating on the sarno 
uu,l ende:i.voUl to prevail on him that he Jmy in consequence of the 
arti. lee: of f~t'Ulh]~jp wi!h the late Chimn:ljl Appa behave to us III a way 
t'\'llfhteut '~lth the aIIllcablt' t~lms we have evel' been cMernl to ma.in
bjn on om part aml whirn we mean to obfen'e in future. Somc time 
since o lit' Shaukal-hll!lt Brahtuan, inhabrtant of this ibhnd, having a 
d;,~l)llte \\ ith Gammab.li (Gangtlbai?) widow, also resident here, l'elatmg 
t'l eel bin lands situate on this pla.cc, the cjtuse came to a he:uing betOifl 
t1,e ].[a, or's Court On a full dlslubSlon a.nd exammation the mattel 
t~rmin.{ted in favom of Sh?>nkalLhat pmsuant to the rules observoo by tho 
C'.1ste ()f Ih'Jhma.nl", who, we understand, were consulted on the occasion; 
Gallg',ih1i not ooing satisfied made complaint to Kondaji 1Iankar the 
gnVClnor of Thana. 'Yhen Shankarbhat "ent that way on his proper 
1,u~:ll1'8S he was detained and after near two months cOq)pelled to assign 
the said GangaMi one-half of the l~Dlls in dispute. On this Kond.iji 
~I1nkal" wrot .. me a shOlt intimation that Shankal1hat from a know
It'tlge of the oHler's right and moved by conscientious motives had given 
the same to GangAbfu voluntarily, desiring that she might accordlDgly 
enjoy it and be eS:l'mpt from any trouble or molestatIOn for haVlUg 
r,ppl.ed to him As tins matter so eVHlently tended to deprive us of the 
authority we ought to maintain over our people, I evaded sendmg a. 
po."lli\ e l'ei)ly intending that- you should discolU'se with him personally 
how nnjllst, not to say insolent, it was m the Maratha g~vctnment to 
~~-;nme the cognizance of what in no sense comes under thcir jurisdic
tion, and that we n,ever will or can consent fo alrow them any such 
llOwer. If Shanlmrbhat:was of lnmsel£ disposed to part WIth his own 
right, we fhould not inteJ.fere. • 

Again, lately, on ~ome Europeans deserting, we made appHcation to 
KOU(l:'ijl )lAnkar who wa.s at last so kind as to permit" their return. 
For that cnd by my order you did send over an officer and four sepoys 
to conduct back the deserters. But nnder preten~ that the'sau.l 
()meer's father owned money to a Maratha, he was a1'l'csted, detaine1 
E'evcml da.ys, and in the end was not suffered to leave till he haCl paid 
Hs. 25.' 'fills was surely a most ab~olute act in arresting our officer
when on application made here we should readily have compelled lrim, as 
,va have done others, to satisfy-any just debt, provided the part)-had 

,whcrrwith to that end. You must therefore endeavour to convince 
MankaI' and others in authority that such incivilities are a manifest 
breach of the friendship we are desirous of cementing WItlt them. , 

Again, we are frequently troubl~ regirding the cession of slaves 
even although they rna, have been in captivity here for ma.ny Yiars, 
and the ascertaining the right is so difficult that we are sadly incom
moded by such demands. Seeing our agreemE\.nt comprehending the 
delivery of blaveS is but of two years' standing its enforcement should 
he limited ro such slaves as may have come here since that time. Yat 
in thIS in order to gratify the Marathas we have made great advances 
paying money for slaves long since in dispute, merely because we would 
not appear slack in doing all that is possible for pleasmg them. On tIm • 
other hand \ve are unable to get any slaves that have lately fled from 
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hence, as tluiy a1'C p;enell\Uy screened. hy tho )IeUy or 81111C1 iur oUk .. !) .. , 

and j~ cuses of tltl!.it even ill' the mo"t ollVlous CI1"CS \\t) [w.rJJj' e\er 
obtain any rellcf.. ' . ' 

• In consequence of our solicitation the Marath.-is have long ~ince (;01)-

sented that no ~ple cpme ovcr hither with arms all ~ different eUlidu~ t 
tnight be prejudicial to our safety from the numhers that I'CFort not 
only from the Mar:tt1la country Lut also from l\Un:iji Angl i.~J thll 
Sidis, Cutch, Scindy, Cambay. Gog}m., ~urat, Perhia, and cl;.('wh"ll', In 
spite of this it happened late1y that OIl Munhr's ParUm l>Cin~ 
prevented repmring hither with many armed men, Mdnkn.r bO hi;;llly 
leronted this as to thrcatel\ the sto1lJ.ll1ge of all our effects in Kl~lj 11'0 

and o~hcr pal'ts. I must say this was a notalJle piece or al'r()::''':l.ncy an!l 
hopo when you come to 1ay this case.More Mankar he "illloe lJI·ou;.:-ht 
to considol' he had no reason to be provoked. 'I'houg-h'we mnnot wIth
draw the cautions we exorcise still if after prc~jous noticl', on auy 
occasion he IS melincd to send over a. person of lVeit\'ht witll three 61' 
four al'med men, we sllall readily a.cqUIesce, 

Though I have represented the foregoing chief points YOIl arc \\elt 
~ware of many others wherein we are ill tl'eak'll, You mu~t ~trive t.) 
convince them we are determined tQ maintain all our cng'ag'!'ments, 3011<1 if 
l\fanhl' and others near us will not manliest the same desire on their 
part, we. shall be under a necessity of remonstratiug all their injuries 
to Poona for obtaining a due redress, not at all doubting- but we m'lY 
prevail tltere as we have hitherto prevailed in matters of the li1m"i'iJ.tum. 
Our Island is evidently advantageous to their country, our trn.d() brne
fiting the MaratM!i more than it Lenefits the Company. AU Impt~li. 
ments and obstructions to oy,r trade must prejudice thcm<.elvcs-a fact 
so plain as to l'E'quil'e no .. rgument. Custom ha.s fixeJ tho nIXt'H'Ity 
of making soma pr~sellts on visiting these poople. You may thcrcfuril 
carry with YilU a flliver rosewatel' bottle, Bome fla.ks of ro~\Va.tCl·, aml 
a little' fruit to 1<: given to Konculji l\Iankar, governot of Salsctte, am! 
the same for Gllollgadhar Pant who commands in '}'llil.n:l Port. If you 
think anything abe more acceptable and it does npt cost much, I lrove it 
to you to do therein as you shall a.pprove. I presume y()U willllOlU it 
convenient to retain your presents 1Ulltil you see what temper they aT!} 

-in 30M. how :far they are disposed to regard our complaintR. I wi.,b 
you buceess in this deputation. .. 

The 27th June 1741 Captain InehLird forwards the f(lI101l'ingo 
~ccount of his negotiations. with Konda,ji Manka.r : We lw.cl a long" 
discourse in .regard to slaves and matters of debt arising LctwCf.'U tIlt" 
Marathas and our people, l remonstrated. how impracticable it woulil 
be for either them or us to decide matters Legu.n lon$ before the 
l\faf.l.this acquired the P()l tugueso domini~. At last thi~ ,,,as. 
admitted and promises were given that it should be considered ,a tIllu 
of oonduct. 

As regards the question of retinue they were very prC8i>ing fdr Us 
to allow that such officers belonging to them as mCly IUloYe OOOlSi()u t.T 
come to Bombay on business s~ould be permitted the attcnJ.'lnoo of ten 

---------..,.-----:---~--------
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fcroys. After my I'cprC'Senting the inconvenience tbcrcof as the 8ame 
would be expected by JI:5.n:~ji An'gria the Siws anu others, they were 
(Ontcnt"d that such officers should have ~o more than five armed 
sepoys_ 
- "TIll'u I set torth that ",hile we are l'oOOy to gratify them in every 
tlilng within our power, the slaves which run hence are not to be got 
anJ m other respects we ale unkindly treated, they desired that all 
\\hil'h is pa..,sed may 110 forgot, amI undertook that no further cause of 
conlpla.int shall arise.! 

Th!' 10th July 1741 Cap~ain James Inchbird returning some days 
Since from his deputation to Kondaji 1\Iankar delivered the President 
a. narrative of his proceedmgs, by whIch it appen.rs, notwithstandlDg all 
that was urged. the Uarathas conld not be brought to acquiesce In 

the order £01 biddmg their officers passing to this island with an armed -
attendance. It was therefore necessary to.allow an officer to come with 
the bepoys and the usnal arms. This had accordingly been mutually 
stipuhtell. Ordered that the same be signified to the custom-masters 
of Bombay and ~I3him for their guidance, and that it extend also to 
the Sidi and other neighbouring powers who undoubtedly will expect to 
be mJulged in the hke mark of distinction.2 • 

'1'wo ll1on~ later (8th September 1741) the President obsenee 
tlm,t the ll:J.cltlui.s are in the habit of opening all letters coming to 
Homon y. This a.nd other suspicious actions had its rise in jealousy con
ceiYCtl'Jt-cm some misrepresenta.tions of the plan we should pllisue if the 
c.x.peet~'Il Portuguese armament came this way. As our Honourable 
l'Iastels have in their last eommands approved the treaty entered into 
,\ith the Marathas and recommended the eqltivation of their friendship~ 
he had seriously eonsidered wbether it IIJ.lI,y rurt be highly expedient by 
a. proper agent to represent the .esact neutrality we design to preserve 
and the nprightness of our intentions. The Board being fully con
vmced of the justness of the I proposal and Captain Inchbird being 
esteemed the most proper person to conduct such a' deputation, the 
follQwing iru,tructions are ordered to be prepared.s 

On the same day 8th September 1741 the President write~ a letter' 
to Captain Inchbird, in which he says: The President has received· 
eertain notice that the recent MauHha practice of opening atl our 
letters proceeded from their jealousies of our joining the Portuguese 
I),gn,im,t them. This has its rise from letters from-the Commanding 
Officer at Pundem (Panjim) near Goa wh&ein it is expressly said that 
our Honourable <Masters had sent positive orders for u~ to join the 
Portuguese. That this has rendeled the Marathas extremely suspicious 
of us and may produce some ill effect 'Should we omit to use aU the means 
ill our povler for remov:i:ttg their distrust. This IS therefore to dii'ect 
you, Wlth a.ll convenient speed, to repair to Thana and there in our 
name to assure the commanding officers that by the last shipping the 
Honourable Company have approved the agreement made between ns 

I Pablic Diary 14 of.l740.41, 252. 254. ' 
I Born, Gov. Consultlltion, lOth July 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 174()'41, 241, 
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and the late Chimruiji Appa, and that we sllall strictly [\n,1 inviolahly 
obser1c tbe same on Ollr parts in every respect, ..should the P<>rtllg'lIl'8e 
make any attempts again8~ them (of which intention we are at prl~eYlt 
totally ignorant) bOle will diwover th~ l'calIty of our prof(l!! .... ion!t 
After performmg the above at Thana you mu.~t pr~ed to lla!lf'('ui an.! ' 
ma.ke the very same declaration to the eommander there find as he :Iond 
the others have some confidenee in you, we believe you will Lo aLlo W 
convince them of our upright )Droning 1 • ; 

During 1741 efforts were made to esfa.hli6h friendly rt,lations with
Sambhaji Angria. The 13th October (1741) the Prc:.illent received 
thi~ letter from SambhUJi: I have seen your letter. OLsl'lYing the 
contents and what has been sigmfied t{) me by yout me~~enger Amad.il 
Kodla, a war has long been maintained between Ut', and it Iii my (leRl1" 

tha,t a peace he esta.bhshed for the public welfare. I (ought to howe 
sent cupable and inte1hgent. peop10 to you, but, as yOlll'A 15 so, 11m,·!) 
told him what IS necessary. 1£ YOll ate willing W adjust a llea('~, 
write me BQ hr the persons I now send. ,Afterwards I shall appoint, 
others versed.m tmngs to proceed to you, and then on your stlnuing 
able men with your sealed agreement, eaeh of us mm.t observe the 
fame You desire the release of the people I have in prison which Is 
of small importance; on your sen<lmg men hither

J 
the prisoners lU[lY 

proceed with them. I am willing to be in friendship' with YOll, anil, 
jf' God pleases, this will be effected I leave A1IladJi Kotlia to tLlatc 
every thing. I wait for yout answer and desire your affection,. ' 

, On the 28th January 1742 the President observes to thc J3oal'd that 
conbidermg the 'SItuation of this island with respect w the Pevel'al 
neighbouring governments the various and hrge llUmUcl'9 of Ile0J,le 
who continually resort hit~er either 011 trade or otherwise fllrni.,h~ 
cause of anxiety: Further even as regards those properly cstI'CIrIJ.'U 
inhabita.nts ",e are not sufficiently acquamted either with tll!')r character 
or t,heir trustiness: Bearing in mind that it is the undoulAed and 
fundamental m~xim of all states to enforce BIlch cautiOllil.lY ml'lINtrt.,'!I 
as may he best calculated for the prevention of any debign,q whether 
'Ilottemptcd from open force OT secret treachery, he is induced to propo'ro 
the following points for the considemtlOu of the board as ten ling f;o 
·great~ safety and security. 'l'hat as the Bazar Ga.ie, "here ib a 
continual concourse of people either to or from the town, has at prCl-Ollt 
only a few )lI-ivates on duty under a serjeant's command, he apprcllcnds 
it would he better, both in pomt of security as wcll as discipline, tl))lt 
an ensign he stationed In that PObt with two seJ.:jeants two corporals 
and thirty l)}ivate men, and that a proper apartment lJO providpJ fur tlH~ 
accommodation of the officer. Fprther that for "hntting the town 
gates hours should 00 fixed namely for the Apollo and Chv.rcb Gates at 
sunset and for the Bazar Gate WIthin half an hour after sun,"Ct. TlJat 
a large bell be placed over the Bazar Gate to be rung about a ll11arier 
of an hour after BIlnset and to continue ringing a quarter of an hour when 
all the inhabitants living Wlthin the town are to repair home and thoo.e 
living without are to go out before the bell ~ done ringing, and th.l.t 
t~e e,ignal ma.y be still better beard the Fort and C~:ucb. ~ bell 1..0 ring 

~ Public D,in.ry 14 of 1.41).41, W'. 
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at the S3.fOO time. Thatt as at present each ga~ has not -a bell, until 
\.eUs are provided a drum may begin beating at the time mentionm and 
coutinuo a quarter of an hour. That such 8en'aD.ts as live without the 
fott and are employed by gentlemen in the 'tort may have leave, to go 
out by the Bazar ~Gate wicket or postern at any time till 91. That no 
housekeeper on any pretence presume to entertain any strangers a£ter 
the hour fj.xed witlwut previous leave being given by the President or 
in Iris absence by IDs second .• liB a number or boats and vessels con
stantly lie in Moody's Bay, that the people belonging to snch vessels or 
lJO.lts do repair on board every evening before the gates are shut, 
except, with due permission, such nakhudas or others from foreign 
parts as may be confided in. In order to have an exact account of all 
U1habitants on this island Mr. Robert Rawdon and Captain Thomas 
St{)neha.m t{) be appointed to take a list of all housekeepers living 
WIthin. the walls; to examine into their characters, how long they have 
Jx>en inha.Lltants, what is their family, wh:lt arms or ammnnition they 
npy have, and a.lso at the same time to enforce the prohibition of furnishing 
any offensiye weapons or ammunition of war as ordered in Consultation 
of October 1740. That alter the above list is perfected all of whose 

• fid~hty we are not thoroughly satisfied, be compelled to live without the 
walls on a reasonable recompense being made for removal. And that 
with the assistance of the vereadores a.nd other propllr persons, Messrs. 
Charles Crommelin aud George Sadlier do proceed on the like examina,.. 
tiou with re!'pect to those living in the districts of Mahim, Sion, Wa.di, 
Pare1; and other parts of the island distant from the town, and Mr. 
William Davis and Mr. Edward Say with respect to those districts which 
lie nearer as Do~OTi, Gregan (Girgaon), Malabar Hill, and Apollo which 
are esteemed in the district of Bombay.! :rhe space between the ban<1ftt 
and HIe marine yard, a. large area in which are several open passages 
to the water side as well as back doors belonging to pJ:i.vate houses which 
mlly afford opportuniHes to people to get oil the island Qnd sometimes 
dandestinely to bring goods ashore, he proposes all be shut, except the 
marine house and the old bandar. That the old ba.ndar is to 'be shut 
precisely at 10 every night and that except by that passa.ge after sunset 
no person be su:ffel'ed. to pass or repass without license. That with 
the view of rendering the streets more regular a.nd uniform person~ 
living within the town be required. to state the nature of. the3 houqes 
they propose to erect, and that leave to build be refused until the 
applicant's character be ascertained, and that work be not allow€d to 
begin till the engineer has lined ont such house in a regular manner 
for bringing the streets into order. For this service thll said engineer 
to 'be allowed if a tiled house Rs. 5, if a. cajan house belonging to a.ny 
in the Company's service nothin'g, if to anyone ,else Re. 1. It 

, would also be highly proper to reserve vacant spaces within the -walls 
for accOlmnodating families of Europeans, topasses. sepoys, and the 
hetter sort of Christians, the gim.room lascars carpenters smiths 
sawyers and other handicrafts, as well as the most trusty of the Bhan
daris which on occasion may im.ve to be brought within the fortification 
for its defence. 

• 
t The liata or reports' sbowmg the re$uU or tm, enquiries by these speciAlly 

a.Ppoloted officers are not availa.ble. 
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The Boatd. being well convinced 'how little faith ClUl, be, bad on 
Out P€ighbours the M:a.rathas, an<l fhat the' security of the, place ,must 
in a grllat Dleasure de,Pend on a. constant guard and gteat clreuIllt'IlCc; 
tion, accord their unaMIIlOus approval to the above propolials. 
Directed the proposed rules be as soon as posSlblo ,put into n:ecution 
6D,d a publication be iDlDlediately issued notifyllig the RU,IDe to the in
habitants.1 Four days later (February 1st) issued the above IUlblica,.. 
tion by beat of drrun and affixed the same at the usual public pJ8.f,:es.', 

A Consultation of the next day (Febrnary 2nd) records: Several 
merchants attendmg and being admitted, they represent many incon: 
veniences that will follow the denying lodging to strangers Within the 
town'. The chief inconvenience will be denying such a license 'to 'the 
Vanjaras Of heads-:of ~va.ns, for whom hitherto the brokers and 
merchants with whom they deal have provided proper lodging within 
the town. These Vanjaras are inhabitants of the Ghat couutry, 
who in the fair season resort hither bringing considerable sumg or 
money with which they purchase large quantities of goods, and then 
return up-country. The number at any time upon the island ~ very 
uncertain as they are occasionally long delayed waiting the arrival of 
shipping. As the trade carried on by these Vanjaras is beneficial to 
the islll.nd, we should be loath to give them any disgust. Wa therefore 
resolve. that any Nanjaras -who come directly to the house of, any 
merqhant or broker may be permitted to remain provided the person. to 
whose house they resort make a report thereof immediately, to the 
Governor and be answerable for their beha,iour during their cdhtinu
ance on the island. To this the merchants readily acquiescing are 
orderlld to withdraw.s 

At a Consultation the.l!th February 1742, a list of the several 
inhabit;J,nts living within the town taken by Messrs. Rawdon and 
Stoneham is laid upon the table. On this list the Doard proceed to pass 
the following" notice and orders: That it will be highly necessary to 
abstract the said list distinguishing the several C30$tes and separabng the 
old inhabitants from the new who have come since the commen<lement of 
the Sidis and Portuguese troubles. That to accommodate within the 
town such of the new comers as mar- desira it, Messrs. Edward Owen 
Robert. Rawdon and Thomas Stoneham, with the assistance of, the 
engineer, be appointed ta allot vacant places, suitable to the' abilities of 
ever~one inclined to build. And that they examine into the characters of 
all within the town and order those whose fidelity cannot. be trusted 
to witltdraw from the town, choosing others of good repute to take 
their places. "To,provide the necessary sites the Moody and others who 
have vacal).t ground must either tl1emselves build on it or resign the 
same.recovering a reasonable ground rent from the occupiers to be fixed 
by the forenamed gentlemen. At the same time a particular regard is to: 
be had that the main streets have the best houses and that any houses 
of very small value now standIng on the main streets are removed for a. 

,,\' f ;J .. 
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ret\bona.~le c()I~sideration to he paid by those. wanting t6 erect good. 
houses m their place. So far as may be WIthout detriment io the 
puhlie 'Wtry "e()t or caste should be suffered ~ remain where it is most 
agreeable to them. Again in consequence of the recent Resolution en
fOfeing the complt!te clearance of 300 yards round the town wall several 
houst's WIthin that line must be demolished or removed. Directed that 
~tc~!'rs. W. Sedgwicke Richard Saunders and george Scott be appointed 
a ('ommittee to consider and determine how and where to accommodate 
those e\'ict~d, having a regard that Moors and the several sects of 
Gentus may dwell where it is most easy and agreeable to them III their 
resl'eetive qualities. In case there shall not be ground of the 
COlDINny's to receive them, that they preva.il. on the jazinda1'8 or other 
1a.ndho1ders to receive all they can without great mconvenience. AB the 
):Jh's of certaiu miserable habitations of bucket-makers, of the Pltarns or 
~wct'Iler caste at Dongti are likely to be useful to the trading Moors, 
the E:lme may be appropriated for this p1lIJlose, proper satisfactIOn being 
given the bucket-makers for their compulsory removing. Ordered that 
th~ Secretary signify to the respective persons these our Resolutions 
~md at the same time recommend the several :rints to their attentiQn 
as conclusive to the general good of the place. 

The 18th },Ia.rch 1742 the President acquaints the Board that having 
lately been to see the several houses erected by the inhabitants who 
have been obliged to remove- their former honses for clearing round the 
town wtl.ll, he finds that to accommodate some it will be necessary to 
arplOllriate the spot now kept for the Company's garden. It is 
further thought a. part of some private oarts will Pc required as well 
for the benefit of the people as to make the building uniform and 
regular. The Board agree a.nd note that l\proper pla.ce for a gardefl.' 
.. hould hereafter be fued.s 

At a Consultation the 3rd August 1742, apparently in consequence of 
the Directors' strictures on excessive expenditure connected with the 
forhfications, the President ~otices the following items are sti}J. un
ex:pendod.: Counterscarp wall from the Bazar Gate to the Church Gate, 
RIl. 11,3;}01 -Bridge at the Church (mte, Rs. 1560 j Wall along 
MooJy Bay, Rs. 29,716; To removing 167 houses, Rs. 36,052.' On thIs 
the President puts the question-Shall the wbole be finished; U :Q.ot the" 
whole, what part? To this the Board answer that as the ditch is now 
so far advanced the CQunterscarp must be finished, otherwise the 'Ilarth 
"ill be continually falling in and filling the ditch, and that the work 
be pressed on so soon as the water in the ditch is sufficiently low.. As 
regards the Moody Bay as the place is open and eXPQSed to a descent from 
boats the wall seems a necessity •• The members Will:--themselves view 
the place that they may the hetter judge whether any alteration can 
Le made in the present design so as to answer the intent and at the 
fame time lessen the cost. W Ith re~rd to the houses not yet 'removed 
without the town walls, the B~rd agree thf!J shall remain as at 
present until Mr. Wake's arrival, the President adding he esteems 
their removal most important and not to be delayed for the re~sons 

I Bom, Gov. Consultation, 12th Feb. 1742, Pub. Dia.ry]5 ot 17·h.42, 91·92. 
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sta.teil when it was determined to remove both houses and treeR. The 
President further remarks that towirds tho end of the dry l'e3bon the 
water in the town well\ often fails. And as there is 110 urge tank 
near the foot barracks and fronting the fort, it would seem to him 
proper to ha.ve the same closed in by a small wa,ll to eulutle ca.ttle 
and keep the water sweet and clean. The expense he apprc.hcmlB 
will not he considerable. Directed that the land paymabter prepate a. 
calculate of the expense and Jay the sam'C before us.! / 

At a 'Consultation of' the 27th August the Board t'OTIbltiel' the 
esttmate of Rs.432 for a wall from the pay office to Ole tank houl'c. 
After debate the Board apprehend the wall is unneeebsary as the 
sentinel who is constantly on duty at the pay office lll3.y 1Jc ord.:r.Xl 
to suffer no persons or cattle to come to the tank on that .. iJf,\, but 
direct them to go to the usual place. Directed that the first mentIoned 
work (the counterscarp) be s~t about and completed as soon a8 possiLle.1 

At a Consultation the 3rd December 1742 the President dCRircs 
the Board will determine whether the renlaining 137 houses "alued 1101. 
Rs. 36,052 within 300 yards of the town wall ought to he removctl. 
On this it is agreed that as the answer of our HonouraLle 1\Iabters 
may be expected by the first ship from England, no resolution need 
be passed especially as no immeJiate necessity for the work iR a.ppre-
hend~s -

In this connection in a letter dated the 13th March 1743 the Court 
writes: 'Ve observe with satisfaction II> stop was put. on receipt of 
our orders by the Somerset to the removing any more houses. Accord
ing to a mlDute 6r Consultation upon our pre'sent Governor' J\1r. 
Wake's anival, there is no ~ecessity for it, though the late President 
urged the clearing as strenuously as if our all upon the island depended 
on it. As regards the Moody Bay wall they were glad to learn it would 
be completed. for Rs. 5000 instead of the original Rs.29,OUO and 
withal more commodiously. This they describe as a pleasing B~ci
men of our President's attachment to our true interest] the saving 
'Our money; an instance from which we'persuade ourselves that the 
!'educti~n of our charges will be effected wherever prndently can.~ .• 

• The 24th February 1744 a Consi:Utition notes that Mr. Thuinas 
Marsn coming this morning' from Mahim, informed the PresiJent that 
last Jlight a Maratha officer came from SlIlsette demanding some women 
which were in the Sidi's galivats who sailed in company with the 
Restoration. The other gentlemen ot Council being in the Fort. in 
ordel to aHeAd the President to the Town Hall for holding a Qua.rter 
Sessions, the following letter was immediately prepared a.nd communi~ 
cated to them and being approved the President signed and sent if. 
away: Being informed that the Ma.nitMs are grea.tly disgw.ted with 
the Sidis for having seized and forced to turn Mn,hammadans, cllr~~ 
Ma.ratha women now Dn board the galivats proceediog t? Sumt.·in 

\ ~ '" ~ ') ~ 
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your convoy, this being a religions afia.i:r in which we haYe nothing to 
do; you are to advise the people of the said galivats, to take t!\e best 
rure of themselves they-can, for that your orders are not to interfere 
in such rl"ligious matteI·S. In case the people of the Maratha vessels 
demaml the wome.n of you or attack the Sldi'S galivats, you are not to 
-give the SlJ.is any assistance or' protection. Give the lIke orders to 
Captain Lyell,l 

A letter from the Directo~ dated 11th :March 1742 contains the 
following entry: The 1Iarathas we observe with pleasure continue 
good neighbours. We would have yon cherish their friendship by all 
l1rollCf means j thus a beneficial commerce for us and the whole island 
in general may be carried on. No umbrage must be given by siding 
with the Portuguese Uoo-ainst them, ullOn any pretence wha.tsoever, bnt 
an exact neutral st.'l.te mnst be maintained.2 

A second letter of the 13th March 1143 records to the same effect: 
We take nohce with satisfaction that you ·contmue on good terms with. 
the MaratMs upon Salsette, there being no manner of complaints in 
the advices before us of their conduct. We persuade ourselves that by 
a prudent management and beha. viour, they will be very good neighbonr s 
and £ortha welhre of the island we would have you cultivate alastihg 
rriend~hip with them being at the same time duly upon your guard 
agamst all h'eachery and deceit.s 

Of the Portuguese the same letter notes : We expect by your 
renewed solicitatIons the Portuguese at Goa have before now honour
ablr discharged their debt. The relief afforded them in the times of 
theu great distress ,should be a strong motive to. them to pay what 
they owe without further delay.' 

• 

, Union Of Companies (1708) to French War (1744). 

_, SECTION IL-GENEH.t1L. 1708-17#. 

, The following. are the main general and trade l;eferences in the 
l'ecord~ for the period between the Union of the Companies hhd, the 
:French War, that is between 1708 and 1744. 

In a letter to the Bishop of London dated 5th October 1715, th~ ; 
Reverend Mr. Cobbe, to whose energy Bombay owes its Cathedral, 
gives the following description of the Town.a.nd Islanda.tthe begi\lIDng 
o£ this period : 

, The island is about eight miles long and twenty iu' circumference. 
It is much healthier tl:Ia.n heretofor6, or than is usually reported; partly 
perhaps owing to the prohibiting th~ Buckshaw {Baushe)6 or smaller fish, 

, • P;,blje Dl~ry 17 ~f 1744, 70· 71. ~ 
, , Conrt tD Bombay 11th March 1742 pa.ra. 56, Pub. Dept. CDurt's L VoL 3 of IH2. 

173t; and Compo of E't811ding Ord. Vol. I of 1715.1721, 131. 
i -. Court toBombay 13th Ma.J:.1743para56,Pub.Dcpt. Court'sL Vol 3 of 1742-1751,39. 

4 Court to Bombay 13th 11ar.1143 para. 58, Po.b Dept. Court's L. V 01 3 of 1742-1751,89. 
JJ Colonel Yule (Hobson-Jobson, 89) under the word Buckshaw giVf& the Konkani 

l.om&:< little hsh of nil kinds. He doubts wbetber bOU68t¥ is the cor~ct form and also 
whether It is correctly appbed. to more than one lund of fish. Enquiry in Bombay 
and in ltArwa.r support tbe correctness of Col. Yule's authodty. The word is lJausM 
~r bauahem a K.onkan term for fq aIall in use.in Goa and Kanara {Dr. Q. Da Cunb.&; 
~. J. Daudaon. Lc.s.). . , 
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with which tl!ey used t~ duner their ground -and trees; llll.rtly to thd 
stoppufg repair of several sea.-breaches, throu;;-h which III third part of th4 
island was formerly OVe1ll.qwed. The soil IS poor and barren, Il sanM 
rock, yielding little besides rice cocoanuts a.ud a. few greens. Rbll 
the neighbouring coasts plentifully supply UB with a. variet)· of 
provisions. BY/'sk (Shil'az) wine, our chief liquor, we lum.' frolU 
Persia, very strong and wholesome, but not so well ta!.k'<i j al'J-aek from 
Goa or Batavia,; and extl'aordina.ry good wheat from Surat, with whicIl 
we make the best bread in all India. We have thre9 good forts here and 
one strong built and well fortified castle. Including the En'Yli~h, thl) 
inhabItants are reckoned about 16,000. They are of diftercn~ ~n!TUa,-"c'l 
and l'cliglOns. The Moors a.nd Gentus have their mosques and Jl~goJ:..~. 
The Portuguese, several, I think five, churches supplied WiUl 'pa.dle~ and 
Clencos from Goa; the English have only a pnvate chapel for th{'lr 
public devotion. Here are indeed the remains of a 5pa<'lOu9 Church
formerly intended but never ~rought t<> perfection, the rUIUS of \\hidl 
are to this day a standing monument and byeword of rcproo.ch to us 
among the heathen. This reproach we hope in a ht'tle time to wipe (lIT, 
having already gotten considerable large contribuhons froll\ tit,; 
neighbouring factones, as well as this place, in ol'dcr to l'plrui'd it. 
Generally speiling the inhabItants of this place are a peoplo wholly 
given to idolatry and superstItion, ignorant...a.nd poor They comht 
chiefly (If Moors Gentus Portuguese Bnd Cooley Christians "omll 
converts which the Pol'tuguese have ma.de by malTying into their £amdiCf., 
the better to mgratiate themselves with the natives.l 

As regards the Government of Bomba.y~ Aisla.bie, with whOl'e ~le 
the htle of General ceased, left India in 1715, and after a bl'ieC 
intel'-regnum during wJri.pho Stephen strutt the Deputy Gonmor 
discharged the duties of the executive, was succeeded by Charles Boone, 
usually styled either President or' Governor; who again in 1720 
was succeeded oy William Phipps. The Governor's salary 'was £:]00 
a year; t.he Deputy Governor who was also Accountant, II..'Ceived £100, 
and Lawrence Parker, who succeeded Shutt in the office, received 
8.llother hundr.ed pounds as Chief Justice. The third in Council hall j 

£'70; the-fourth and fifth £50 each; the sixth seventh and. eighth, roch 
t,·W. Then came the Minister, as he ~s called, whose salary was £50, ' 
and as usual another £50 a gratuity, if found deserving. A: phyric:iall 
ana two surgeons receiv;J £36 each. Altogether in 1720 there were 
46 covenanted servants in Bombay - Military officers not being then I 
included. under that head-whose salaries wete paid half-yearly; and; 
amounted to £786148. 9d. Or Rs. 6293 annas 3 pies 7 exchange being at 
the mte of 20'. oJ. to the rupee. nero was a.lso a- monthly charge (If 
Re. 2620 made on these gentlemen's a.ccOlmt far aiet and 'other' 
8,llowances, aHd horses were provided fo.r them at th'e Company's charge. 
A separate account too was kept for extraordmary disbn~ments, ,under 
which head came the Steward's bill of Rs. 1170, for festiVItics on New' 
Year's and Christmas Days. There were no restrictions on private • 
trade, so that Civil and Military Officers were openly 'engaged in' latge ' 

I' Cobbe's Letter to the lAIrd Bishop of LondoD. 5tb October l7lii, in hill accollll~ of 
Bombay Church (17(lij). 21- 2Z. . • - '_. • 
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mercantile specuilltions with the, C.ompany's sanction, as ma.y be seen in 
the extant ledgers, ~ed the Latty Customs Or Records. Occasionally the 
Uovernment remunerated their servants fotespecial services, as when in 
this year (1120) they recovered Rs. 9,05,000 .by the pa.yment of debts 
long uUe to the F~tory at Surnt, they oroered with great hberality 
that five per cent should be presented to the Governor a.nd two per 
cent be divided' amongst the other Members of Council. Governor 
D()(lue'ji share is entered in the books as Rs. 43,255, and each Member 
of Council obtained Rs. 2876, prizes which they richly deserved for the 
adjustment of the Company's- claims wa.s entirely the result of their 
spll'ited efforts.!. ' 

The domestic concerns of the Presidency were for the most part of 
an ordinary and prosaic character. The Gov~rnor's ordinary duties 
were in the main those of a merchant; he not unfrequently might be 
seen chaffering like a. vet:Y petty tradesma:g.. A cursory glance at the 
archives would satisfy any inquirer that the heads of Government were 
engrossed with trade rather than with politics. 1£ they were occasionally 
compelled to discuss questions of administration or of war and peace, 
these were but digressions, and they soon reverted to the business of 
the warehouse. The duty of His Honou~the President was to make 
himself acquainted WIth the state, variations, and prospects of tho 
markets, to cheapen calicoes, criticise investments of pefper and haggle 
in rus Council Chamber with natives for the disposa. of a European 
cargo. He a.nd hiJ correspondents used a surprising jargon of terms, 
most of which, since English drove Indian fabrics out of the market, 

• have become obsolete. They wrote a great -deal about f dutties,' 
, lun",ooees,' 'tapseils,' , guinea-stuffs,~ , scarlet drabs/ f porpetts, ~ 
, Lrawls,' , chelIoes,' small or large • :/I.erp.noos,' and 'chints' of 
sorts. His Honour of Bombay, when writing to His Worship of Surat, 
would wish to know • what was doing in large Eroach, blue Erodera, 
and Cambay cottons;' he had 'received a. supply of cloves nutmegs 
and mace, with 'a very choice assorlment of sword blades;' he ;\Vould 
be ghd t.o hear that the gentlemen of the Factory· could purchase 
rlenty of cotton-yarn, and be took that 0lPortqnity of enclosing a.l\ 
lll\'oice -of f flowered cloth,' which had been .rrwarded as.an experiment 
to see whether such an article would be in demand j he lamentEl,ll that
their supply of elephants' teeth had fallen short that year; found fault 
WIth the way in which the chenoes had been f calendered and papered; , 
he and" the Honourable Members of Council, having measured three 
pieces out of each bale of the neccanees, had decided that they were far 
too coarse, and bad not found a. piece which waS not defici~nt in length 
and breadth; they were now on the Jook-out for a supply of ·chints's, 
inclnding .' coloured and white grounds,' with so many 'pairs g~en 
grounds small running- work,' and a few (with large nosegays and 
bunchcs of flowers,' or ' small dittoes and stripes! Then after having 
despa.tcbed these important advicesJ the Honourable the President and 
CQuuCl.l would perhaps, like any respectable auctioneer of. the present 
time, give ~tice that they would hold a public outcry, - when a large . 

y. .... ~ ~ 
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variety of gOOds would be offcred for, competition; Ol' tInt tltero woulJ 
be I a. We by candle,'1 tha conditions of whith were tll.'\t tba artici'll 
would be' disposed of fo; ready money to the highest bitld('r 'Who 
must remove them at lus own nik. Such lit rentnry or lit century am' 
a. half ago were the official despatches and the ~IJations of an 
IndJan Governor and CounciJ.il . 

The Court of Directors under date the. 24th l\IlUl'h lil0 Older thaL 
special care be taken that all who pay the duties and dc:ol Lirh' Le 
encouraged to trade; tha~ none be su:ff~rcd to engross a.ll O1::my 
commodities imported, or to do anything elso that 11IDy di...coura<"I.' 
merchants fl'cqucnbng the port or the inhabitants that rCf'ide on &1' 
Island, They add: It IS vain to expect. to see Bombay floumh tin th<.'bC 
orders are l'elIgiously and constantly obeyed, and that you take care 
that not only yourselves but all under you do their dutics thereiu,1 

In 1716, to defray the cxpenses of fortifying ilia town, the merd13uls 
and olher inhalutants agreed to pay additional duties at tile rate of tw<) 
per cent. At the same time, on condition that theX roanlJ be l'XemrteJ 
from their former duty of raising train-bands or militia, the ven>oool'C!l 
Ilgrced to contribute 15,000 Xerapbins a year for the defence or the 
island.' 

In a letter of the 5th A priU 715, fOJ: the further encouraging of trodc 
the Court direct: If a.t any time any country voyage is sct on fV')t and 
a. sufficient stock cannot be otherwise raised, and if you have such a. 
surplus of money or propel' goods as Wl11 not be aoooluiely IlCt'CSRUj' 
for despatching the ships on our hands for the ensuing season] you may
join what you thiIlk fit on our accounts as far as eight or ten thousand 
rupees; because we are sensible, a. small stock will not bear tbe ('hal'ge 
of 1111 Em'ope slup's demrrl'rage, when a. larger will. In ease anv of OUf 

ships by their late arrival or otherwise caunot be dCbpa.tehed the SlUlle 

season, it is better they should be employed on such a. country voya~e 
than lie idle. At the S3.me time we also expect they be made to earn 
thcir demurrage 01' thereabouts. Take care to feud ns the account 
current of every such voyage, with the vouchers for el\(h arbele. 
'Wheneter sue9 a ship is sent to ~, take care to provide gold 

.sufficient to send to Karwar and other or the popper faet(lriC!!. \Ye 
note this bcca.usc we find iu your Consultations gold is so much htottcr 
thaI\- ~ilver.ln the Consultation of ilie 5th February 171:1 goM is faiJ to 
be upwards of twenty rer cent a.t Calicut more than at BombnYt :mel in 
that of , tho 12th iliere lS an order for sellli;~ crusa.docs and buymg more 
gold for the. subordinate settlements. alSO tho said factories' boob 
fhow a loss on foreign sil\"er. l'urther if the cntry of the 11th June 
1713 is true the produce of silver E~nt from Bombay to Karwnr and sold 
thOlll for ~odas, makes the rat,"'Oda stand in about eight shillmgs and 

1 It is eVIdent from the Recol'(ls that Bale by candle was froquent at Doml'll'Y 
and Surat. It a.ppe~s to ha.ve been ordluarily adopted in London at ICIlI!t dW'ing 
the prevIous century. DTyden dCllcribjIJg the popularity of Wild's poetry, aayil 
that he had seen people readmg his Iter BOffaltl in the midst of' Chug<!;~' by 
80 vehemently were they /lot it, that they lost theil' bargains by the eau..!lAs..enda.· 
Born. QUIU'. Itev.(1856), nl. 32. t Born. Quar. Rev. (18M). IlL 31-33-

• Court to Bombay 2~th March I7l0 para. 82, Comp. of Standulg Ord. YoL 1 or 1713. 
1121, 145. t Bom. Quar. Rev. (1856), III. 3t. ' f , , ' , 
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ctght }J<-"Il(,c.\ Of this, as we do 110.t know the weight of the SilVCl' sent, 
we c:\llnot be snre; nor unless we know whethel' the pagodas tbcre are 
of the fame wci~ht and fineness with those at Madras. Therefore do 
y,)U allrisc us the true weight and fineness·of tlle Karwar paO'OOa for 
nul' future govel'l\lnent, and whether we miO'ht not be allowe8 to coin 
l'a.g'Otbs at Bombay, as we do at Madras. Thts would save the loss in 
en hange.2 

In the same letter, 5th Ap~il 1715, the Court write: Be careful to 
llle61.lrvc to aU the natIVes their ciril rights. They add: Whatsoever 
t~Il~11"h have l:ihel·ty t() reside a.t :Bombay and do merchandize, must 011 
l';\in of not continuing under our protection, if they are of age and have 
not done it alre:tdy, -enter into the covenants {)f a. free merchant.s 

];ightecn months Tater (30th Novembed716) the Courtresume: We 
have written to the Bay (Calcutta), and shall tn Ma.<lrns as we now 
wnte to yen that no flee merchant be pel1Ilitted to return to Englaud 
till th6 five yea.rs' residence for which he ba..s covenanted under a bond of' 
!10uO he expired .• Our design in giving merclmnts liberty to reside at 
(l'lt settlements is for the increase of out' people and of the country 
hade. If these aims are not attained we are deceived-a sufficient 
l'l'a"ou for recalling the giant. You will find their covenants give you 
llOWIJT at any tnue to send them home if they do anything in prejudice 
t{l our interest. They can scarce do anything worse than asslSt these 
new SOlt of interlopers. \Ve are told some of our servants at 8ur3ot did 
l\8FU,t the Victoria. H this be true root them out that they may not 
have an opportunity of doing SO a second time. We understand at Sumt 
the ~Ioghal govQrnor asked the Englisb Chief, whether the- V {doria was 
(\ pira.te, and the Chief answered, No. For the future, if any ships of 
tIu lIke sort come to yom' ports, let our people, if we have any at SuraW 
and, If we have none, do you represent to the governor of Sm.-a.t, and 3011 
othelS of the city a.nd port, that you do not know to WhVIIl .such lihips 
belong, Dor ca.n yon say whethlilf they are pirates or not. That YOll 

have reagon to suspect that their pretence of foreigp commissions has 
littlt> or no truth in it, and that such commissions are either cou~ter£eit 
or have been proc\ll'cd l.md.erhand and With an ill design from sonae 
persons who pretend authority to give out such commissions, ltnd whQ-, 
inalllikehhood grauted them for a little money. That such comTJllssionll 
'Were obtained as a cover to show the European nations who hav\)' 
r;eUl~melits in the East Indies; if they questioned thcir authority for 
cOl1llng thither. ~hat the Company are so little satisfied with ves"el~ of 
this class that if any English Are on boa.rd them, you a.re ordered if 
I,os<:.ible to seize and imprison them. That if the Mooi's permit them. 
trade, or so much as hberty of getm.ng supplies at Surat, or any other 
por-..s, they may thank themselves for the ill consequeuce of it. • That 

, if any pirarics are committed on Moor ships, the Company do declare 
they are innocent, aud have ordered you to acquaint them. We are 

. " 

. ~·PagQda. an TndulU 00;11. worth 78. Sd. Grose's Voyage Vol. L Glossary, 12 • 
. ~ Court to Bomba: 5th April 1715 para. 7l, Compo of Standmg. Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715· 
1721~147-14S,' , 

. ~ (Jourtt(, Bombay 5th"April 17J5 I'ara~ 78, 05, St.');ndmg OfJ. Vol r 0{ I71S-
li!ll. 149, 112. .' 
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credihly in£otmed that a crew ~f ill-(lli;poscd Fersons of st'yerul n.'lti()nJj 

are got.together, who IJletend to obtam commisEions from the Kmglltil 
of ~:Ialta who lI>re always at wa.r wIth the 'l'ul'l;:s to fight ag:l1114t t h.· 

.Muhanunadans, and, thinkmg such commil-sions will .. ('rel·U 1 h"m fr< 11\ 

bel1l~ accounted pil'a.tea, will crui~e on all MullalUIl\otdan~ bc(,:lII"Q 1hl 
Turks alO l'Ifuha.mmadan~ null whell they th.ink It their intCl,·~t tlwI" 
call all Muhammadans Turks, We hear they "ill al~o mcle"h)Ur tfJ 

get .l\1\l~COYlte <>r other commissions to m:\ke ll;e of (>itber AOlt. a;; HlI'y 
think "Ill mOi;lt eontnbute to their ill designs,l 

On the 8th September 1718 the Bombay Council Wlotc t{) Surn! : 
The Right Honoura.ble Company hM'ing m their letters to 1I~ b.v l!ICBi} 

Rlup~ l)ccn l\lcafed to give the Plel'ident, at a. rate to be setHetilO J "all, 
an allQw.mce of consulage on aU goods <of Englibh mrlchants li\ln;.; 
under thelr plOteebon In India., imported or eXllOrtcd at Domh.'l.Y .. 1' 

Surat, we havo fixed the rate at two percent,and dQ direct that :Mr. John. 
Hope collec~ the same accordmg to the orders Hut lihall he gl\ en 11111l hy 
the Presldent on all Englibh gooJ.s exceptIng tho,>e of the COlUly.tny'e 
servants residmg at Domhlloy and Sunt to which thc President 6.,) s n,) 
c1alm.J 

'1'he Surat Diary of the 16th September 1719 notes: Our !-hrnff~ 
1130'·0 prOVIded ten goldsmiths to go down to Dombay Ilrctentling it lU11f't 

he kept secret lest they COlW- into trouble. We have paid the "hro[~ 
Us. IOU .md Rs. 20 for way charges aud the SUl'at Tan.lsti,l D,f)()tJa or 
mint master Rs. 100 for connivance.3 

The Surat Diary of 4th October 1719 contamR Ule following· lYe 
reeeivet! a letter flOm the Secretary written by the 1'lcsiJent's OHler to 
iuform ns thai;.ou bemg paid tpe year's pcs/i""sh he has sent a prest'llt ,.{ 
blOa.deloth amounting to .Rs. 4540 for the governor (,f bUint m:ltl 
lts .. 2000 to be given his di.van if it will facilitate our hUblllebf! 

In the matter of the Indian country shipping trwie, on the 9th )I:.1'('h 
1719, the Court wrote: The more ships come to Domh:loT tho' great(·~ 
encouragement a.oo reputation to your port '1'he1'e£o1'e llo you on thP 
first opportunity write to our Eettlements at )Iadra.s aud llcJ'lgal, alltl 
l~t them know we earnestly recommend them to direct that sueh of 
their shipping as trade to the coast of India, do c3.11 at BombGy, where 
they "h~n ha.ve such fair and just usage as may invite th!'ir rehmt. 
That for so far only as tqey traJe with you, they are to 11ay tb", Cll"tum
~ry dl;ties of the port excepti~ they are such goods as have paid the 
dutle~ at Fort St. GeOlge. If the Company's grant of lW'ing 
('ustom free -at. Surat is continued, then they are to pay consulage, 
otherWl~e not, nor po any goods not sold a.t Bombay.6 

The 4th November 1119 the Court wrote: We send you by this "hip 
the Act of Parliament fOI'bidding any of HU! Majesty'," su1jectd being 
concerned in the O!otend Company's trade. Among other things you 

• l" 

i Court to Bombay 30th Nov. 17]6 pa; .. 1.'i, Hamling Ora. Vol, 1 of 17].")·1721. 
184 -J85.· " 

tBombay to Sqrat,8th flept.171S, Pub. Diary 1of 1720,'65. . ' 
3 Sllrat Diary16tb. Se-pt. 1719, 8nrat Fachry DIary GIl (>f 1719 20. ' 
4 Surllt Diary 4tb. Oct. 1719, Sumt Factory Diary 611 (>f 171'M!O: ;' .• , 
I Ooutt to BOm\ 9th l\1a.r\ 1\19 ~~~ 22, StJ.uuillg 01.1. ,"c!.!.of Ip~.~;:t, l!q., . . 
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\'I'lll oote a l-.articulJlir cl~us6 provill~ng for our ;;oiLing' and' ~euding to 
f;ll!!hnJ; to answer for their offence any subjects of His 1\hjesty 
£ .. 1111,1 in JonV' place witllln the limib; of our Chal tel'. \\ itb tIlls we 
het'cLy POHtlVely require you and all under you to comply to the 
'ltm(1~t of your power amI endeavour,! 

The ,un No.-ember 1719 the Court Wl'ota: Do not forget what wo 
Lst )-e~r wrote in r~~rd to th~ SUl'l.Lters taking your passes. Remember 
.c\Ilg'lia!S pass-duty 18 oue rnpee a 1.handi j yours, one rupt'tJ a. ton. 1£ 
~'I.)U bumLle Augria., we think with good management you llllght raise 
tile duty on the Suraters to or near to what Augria levies. You might 
a.l~l) make good use of his taking any vessel, who hath not your pass, 
bJ' cnlargmg the number, and raising the price of your passes so far as 
tho prudentIa1 {'Qnsidcration of affairs will allow,S 

'11te same letter (4th November 1719) notes: In the Coru,ultation of 
tLc Lt October we find a yery good order)to put our boats, which were 
I'al tlr employl:,d by the Wll>rellOUSe keeper and partly by the master 
attt'ud:mt, nndel' the ma.ster attendant's care and that he look part i
(,ll1 11 Iy to it that our boats neIther ship nor b}-ing on bhore any priv:tte 
b".-."xlit WIthout rcceiving boat hire. Also to employ on our boats no lllore 
th.m the llecesSllry lascars, and that only when in use. We doubt not 
ill(' !"arne goc>d care for saving charges, which inclined you to make 
this order, will prevail to ensure its constant and careful observance.s 

':rhe ] 3th June 17 ~o the Surat Diary records: Tills afternoon 
eanH] ill t",o pairs of llaiamal'8 (or post messengers) ~e}Jortmg tlmt 
thfY were desp.l,tcbed from lJombay on the 3rd lUstant one pair 
"Ith letters for Surat, the other for Madras; ~t havmg' passed 
1I61nll;l 1'1\ ~r aud cornmg . ashore at Bandbll> they were carried to the 
POlhlgllcse Cabo (Captain) and sent by him under a guard to tb~General 
:1t T>a,;<scin, '\\ here they were confined. and ,their packets dem:mJed of them 
w}ll('h they delivered accorrungly. ,Mter four days conJinement they 
"'<'le'discharged WIthout their 'letters and bId to go about their 
IJu"ines".' To provent further inconvenience it Wij>8. a:cran",ooed. ,that 
dunng the ruspute with t~e Portugneso letters between the Bombay 

--------------------------------------------------~ 
1 Cmllt ro Bom. 4th Nov. 1719 pa.ra. 12, Standing Ol~lers Vol. I of 1713'.1721, 23. 

lu 1;-1 U a fresh Company of Eutopea.n traders sent II. ship to ~ura.t Till<) was, th& 
O<t~nd Company whioh started in 1717 under the protection of the }<:mpu.'or of .tnstnt. 
At ~urat the heads of the Duteh a.nd English factories joined in domg' all dis,,;,rVlLes 
l"",,1.11>' to tl.e })Cople of tills ship But the deputy governor of the city f.:,,:"urcd 
them, 8.1 .. 1 t" 0 Inore ships that arrived m 1719 seem to have been a.llow~ll to trade With· 
ont ,h.turl14uce In 17,,0 the SumtFa.ctory Diary under date the 4th Fehru"ry (Vol. 
Gil tf 1719.:!Oj conmiIis tlle .following entry: Arm-ed at the Surat fur Sllip (}o"oo"llr~ 
of O.1:<'l1d with Emperor'$ colours (formerly said to bo tho ~ottingham man Of-WH). 
t>he 11.1$ tOU('hed at the several ports on tho! Malab.tr COl!st The bl1percargocb give out. 
.1'8 tab plQeureJ a cODsiu()rable qu.ll1tityof pepper and is rome here to lllakQ,.saJe of 

• rl~l,hant.!o teeth iron and broadcloth They employ 811ulfllJr Harll1J.S for th.nr broker. 
In t,ll~ saDIe ,<olume an entry dated the 23rd October 1720, .refers to the arr~vnl at the 
Bar of the Ostl'lld .hip Haremberg. A few years la.tc>t oppositIOn le\lvcd In 1727 it 
rose to such a height that the Austrian Emperor Wall tarred to suspend the Osten<l 
C<1lI1p&llY'S ell.l.1'wr" Bom}my Gazetteer. Snrat, II. 1]6; Ma.cpberron, 295 ; lI'hlbllrh'. 
Or (,;om. I, xlvii. and 411. The Ostend "harter seems to have beeUjluspendl.u ouly for a 
time As late a. 1743 the Court of Dll'ectors warned the fal'tors o.t Surat to be au their 
lr"'1rd agaiust the ~IJlP9 of the Ostend Company. Born. QIlM Bev. (1856), 111. 31. • 

~ Court ro B.)m.4.th Nov.'1719 para. 63, St ... ndulg Qrd. Volt 1 of 1715.172], 153 •• -
1 C{)urt ~ BoIl,1. 4th Nov. 1719 I!''1raSl, btanding Ord." 01. 1 or 1715·.l7..2~. 153-154. 
• SUrtit DIal'Y 13th June 1720, l5ura.t Factory D,u!',)' Jilt of 171\1-20. -, 
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a,nd l;url1t CC'\lIX:iLs slrott1d be ~ent uncle, c:over to BOnze Parsi or Danian 
at Kalf;in.1 ~ 

On the "Subject of thp Ostend COlIIpany the Directors on the 
• 13th Janu3iry 1720- wrote: That we may do our parts to prllvunt 

the repetition of Messrs. Hill ~nd Say's assistance to tho Ohten(I"j'I', 
we ha-vEt thought fit to lay down the following rule and smading order: 
'I'llat you nrother directly nOr indil'ecVy, by yoursl.llves or otltert-;, 
afford the least help countenance or as~istancc to any Ostenucl'!> 
or other new upstart traders coming. to Mokha. If you a.re h(Jn~,t 
your own reasons must teU you that for such people to> 4'et allY 
share in our privi1eg~s and trade a.t Moklur" is mu,(.hlevous to the
interest of yOUl' na.tiye country as well as to us, a.nd ou~ht tlum foru 
to Le opposed by all those who eat our hread. Anyone fonn!l hrea.k. 
mg thIS our order we will endeavour to treat according to tb<m: 
tlescrts. If on the other han~ you are faithful, and do yo?r uLmobt',to 
prevent all such interlopers, you .may depend on our favour al.,t 
encouragement, We are assured the Dutch ha.ve full iru,tructiolll? 
from their Company to join With you in all endeavours against iutel
lopers. Therefore on all ()ceasions consult and concert "iih the 
Dutch what is propel' to be done/I 

The same letter ~I3th Janua,ry 1720). notes the> deRpatcil of ;J. 

printed Act of Parliament,-"made la.st year, to prevent a.ny of UH. 
Majesty's subjects trading to the Ea.st Indies, under Foreign Commi~
sions, and calls attention to the power granted the Directors to seize auy 
of His Majesty's subjects found within the limits of our Charter contrary 
to this and other Acts of Parliament, a.nd to send them to Enghnt1.8. 

A real' later (24th M!\l'ch 1721) the Directors oor.diuuc; 
Herewlth we send lOU tW(J Acts of Parliament passed la5t spring', to 
prevent His Majesty's subjects being coooerned' in tpc O .. teull 
trade to ,or from the East Indies. You will observe that wh?never 
found out, all concerned are liable to penalties, and .are o1JlJged 
to make discove;y upon oath, how £a.r they ha.vo been CODcerned 
in such trade and are subject to punishment in proportion to their 
iJ,}terest therein. That all contracts whether for money on bottomry, 

.loading Advances, supplies of stores/wage agreements, or copaliner
s11ips of.aIl sorts relating to Iluch trade are void. Do you draw' oui 
the substance or these provisions and hang it up In tables for general 
notice"in Bombay and Surat and all other subordmate factories.' 

Tn the choice of presents on the King's hirthd~y economy seems to 
have been carefully,studied. A Consultation of the 22nd lIay 1721t 
contains the following entry ~ Thel'e being four horses in the stahles 
altogether unserviceable and if offered to sale not likely to £euh any 
tiring: the President proposes presenting them to four of the most -con~ 
sidemble Ba.nian merchants -on the island. To render the horses th/}' 
more acceptable, the President suggests the dressing'of them with a. 
ya.rd and a ha.1f of red cloth. The Board agreeing, the Warcllou~. 

~ ~ ~ ; " , 
I SuratD~ry30thJdly 1720, Surat Factory Diary GIl 0117;1),20,"'" - r:: 
I Court toBom. 13th Jan. 1720 para 9, StantlingOrd. Vol,1 of 1715-1721,24· 21>. 
3 Court to Bom.13thJan.1720 para 9, Standing Ord, Vol. 1 of1715 ·1721,25.' , 
4 CPlllt to Bom. "24th March 17~, StandlDg Ord.. 'VoL l ~f .Wi, ~721 •. 2JJ.', .' .... i 
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leCpt'I is mrook'<l to issue six YII.!.us tor tbt pm'pose to be "presented 
... '11 IIIs :.\IajBtlty's bitthday the 28th instant (Uay 1724}.1 , 

A. Com,nltation of a iew months later (14th August) records a. less 
lX'OlI(jull('al gift: Itustam Ali Khtin, the new govern 'Or of Surat, though > 

::11 Opprl,'»bOr 01 tL.~ -people, baving as yet given us no molcdtation, we 
Ju.n,· tlwught it necessary to ma.ke him a. present. We have according
I} ~lupf"-.J on bo.ml the Rorn/x/,tJ a curious clock with chimes v.hiob, 
IlJ\JvlIled hig behaviour gives yon no good rroson to tbe contrary, we 
",)Uld Ju,ye you deliver him in the name of the PreSldent.9 

Xel.t year under date ~Oth December 1725 a letteriS sent along with 
tl-e Cumpany's broker Laldas, directing the CouncIl in Surat to present 
Li·u with a liorsc not c:s:cee<hng Rs. 400 in value.3 

'Ellglish deserters from the Company continued. a. cause or disq;.uct. 
TIll' 22ml September 1724 the Bombay Connell wrote to SUl'at: 'Va 
umll.'l'staml se,-eral English deserter» front' Bombay now in the service 
of t.he governor have been sO,a.udacious as to insult cmnmandeIs of our 
,'e3~ols M well_as the Factory. Leal'll 'how ma.ny such the governor has 
~llttl tained j and represent to hun the improbability of their being of 
any bJrvice to him. Persuade him it is through such vagabonds that 
pirates, common en~mies to ma.nl.ind, become so numerous and hy and 
inuuce him to deliver them up. ' If he refuses, give hun to under»tanJ 
) ou han~ made demand according to our olders, and that you must 
~1.('1Uaint us of the dem1 he makes you.' 

110m the Company's VIew point the tra.nsition trom deserters ana 
pirJ,{es to interlopers and Ostenders is small. The 3rd March 1731 the 
})irei:'tors wrote: 'Ye have good reason to apprehe~d that several ships 
,dth l-:ngbh officers and seamen are designed for the East Indies now· 
littiug' 'Jut in a collusive mannel". If any should arrive on ~e MalaMr 
('vast uutler the commission 01' pass of any Foreign Prince or State. 
l' hu are not us~d to selld ships to. your ports, we rurect til3.t no mauner 
of assi~ta.noe be given them, no, not so much as water 01' provibions. 
\V (J PJf'itively forbid any of our sel'Vants hailing witlt them. 'Let'thes!) 
0111' ordetS be transmitted to all the subordinate settlements, for we will 
(''Xcu;;e none that act contrary to them.6 • 

After many years of rest the question or ga.ming ouce more QXelcise:s .. 
the COusclence of the Court. On the 28th February 1727 the DUE.'Ctors 
wnte: 'We are greatly concerned to hear that the mischievous 'ilce of 
g-.m.llng for gre1t sums of money continues and even increases among 

'0\11' oovenant servants, fl'ee merchants, and others residmg at OUI: 

settlements in,Incha., and that the women are also inftx.'l:ed therewith, 
t<J tbe ruin of many as well on boal'dship as on shore. In England by 
Act br Parliament under severe penalties all gaming fo1' abov.e ten lWunds 
\'aluo is strictly forbidden. That we may do what in us hes to prevent 
the crus which sooner or latel' generally attend and fl'equently rum 

I Dvm Gov. ConsultatIOn, 22nd May 1724, rub. DUl.ry.2 of 1724. os., .Forre.t:a 
,II'/UJ~ SerlOlI, II. 37; 110m. QuarRel'. (1856), III. IH. 

: Boru.nlly to Surst, 14th Aug. HZ!, Surat Fact. Diary 612 of 1723 -1725.-
3 :&llllJay to Surnt, 20th Dec. 1725. So.rat Fact. D.tI.l'Y 6UI Qf 1724 ~1726. 
4 Itlmba.r to Snratl22nd Sept. 1724.. Surat. Fact. DII.ry 612 (}f 1723-1725. > 

• Court to I!.(}m~y :led A!l1r~ 17~~ l'ara.1O, StltU<Un$ Ord..vol. ~ ~1111i' ~~I, 3.2. 

Ohaptert 

HLrtory. 
Pre~ent to Sllnt 

Governor, 
.1724, 

Present to 
Broker, 

1725. 

, EnghHh 
Dcsl!rh'rg, 

1721. 

Gaming 
PlOhil)JteJ, 

In7. 



CbpteJ;I, 

Illstbr)'. 
Grnulllg 

1'101uh,ted,-
1';:27. 

nou~e BU1I.lll1g 
ill "Bombay, 

17a1. 

IlIbtorinl 

,BOllBAy'rOWN 
" 

gamesters, '.1e peremptorily forbitlll-It manner of glIDung- ",h.\hl.tC~('r ill 
any ofoOur liettlelO(mts ot elsen-here 1n lndm, to the atnoUllt ot teIll!(.unll .. 
01' ul'wmds. If any of QUI' covenant sel v:mts or other. til ow' 

• employ whether ~ll, ma~itime, ur military, or any (lee IlH!rtI .• wt .. 
nnde! OUl' protectIOn, or aUy ,\Omen ",hether ma.r~i(..J ('1' ullIlI:l.rril"l 

helongmg to our covenanted servn.nts or others untler 9ur 11l\jti.'l'tJOll 
!-hall ever be discovered. to have pla.yt,"<l at one time at. any 1>01 t of 1!",11IlIJ 
fo! the value of ten pounds sterhng or_up":J.Iru..and bcthelcof rcmvi( te(i 
hefole yuu by two cleruble witnesscs, such offender, he he ",hi' he WIll 

and in what t;tatIon soever, shall ipso facto be dibillU,bed tho " ... ni(!~ 
and !'ent home by the fhat shipping, 

The Court plOceeds : We eablly foresee that the reprO'J.Cb. or mrm pU.ll~~ 
Olay keep. persons SIlent who may know of such gaming. 'ro llre\ ont 
this we direct that you cnter in your Consultatioru! a 1'<trticular lie' Ollnt 
of the persons who shall from tune to time he pro\'(,·d gUIlty (,f I>ll,,-h 
gaming, and also of the accuSer or aCCUbel'S. :b'or the ell('oulaguOl-'nt of 
such accuser, it he be a covenant servant, we direct that he ~hltll he 
allowed a year's standmg m our service and be further cutltil,u to (lUi 

favour as a person inclmed to check tills vile practice, 
,"V'e further dIrect that as soon'as may he, copies of these uTlle!!1 I)" 

sent to all the subordmate fll-Ctol'lCS and ~ thele, as well a,., llot OUI IW3,1 
bet ones, pubhely read ana made known wIthin tt-n cla.vl' .rter thu 
recmpt thereof, and. copies be hung for general nohee, t~t 110 11cnun 
whatsoever lllay plead ignorance.1 

The 1731 records contain two somewhat intelcsting appIie[.tions [vr 
huuse-bmldlllg. A Consultation of the 9thJuJy 1731 has the foJJo~1Ug' 
cntty: Mr. 'William HetJ.l'y. DraPer prcMmts a certiHcate from tll0 

eldcls or mahrital'u,s or .. :B<1.i1lbay regardmg the measul'a~e o[ u. piece o£ 
ground, part of that called Umberca.rry (UmarkMdi) f1tlllll1:i'<l nea.r the 
hill Yisora.in (Yajra. T) plOductive only of grass, contallllllg 3Cwltimg to 
the measurage of the country SO barges (m' bargu8 of 60 I!fjuare YluJ~ 
equal in ill to 18{)0 square yards or heady iths of a.n acre), allied \"y 
the sa.id mahattira8 in Rs. 24 (that is nearly three pies the sQWllC yard). 
'1.'11i8 the said "w. H. Draper offers to pay into the IIonouraLle (;\lIU-

1:a11Y's treasury pl'ayin~ be may b~ therefore entitled to the ~aJd l'pot or 
ground.to build a small houSe thereon he payiD~ the Honouml;le Cum
l,any the annual pension over and abovC' the said. Rs.24 pur(.11a&e mOl:wy 
\\hiclt is agreed.2 -

A Consultation of tho 31'd December has thti foUo\\ll1g:, 'fIro 
humble petitioll of Laidas Vithaldas, the Honourable Company'/> brokt:r 
at Surat, Bombay 3rd December 1731 : That your petltioner ltI desirous 
of uuildinO' a commodIous house on· BomLay Is1l.n.d for the rclrid(:nce.. 
of himselfo anll family at any time "hen they may' 00 called ,from 
Snrat to attend your Honours, and for the c:ntertainmeut of puck 
persons as your Honours sha.ll, from time tQ time. think JlNpc1' to OllIeI', 
and direct. As he further (lonceiv~ the building such a. hon~e may be 
a means to indu.ce the merchants of Sura.t and other Wrt .. t(},the north· 

1 Court to' :Bombay 28th Feb.l~1 par:.s 50. 52, Sfa.niling O;d: Vol. 1 of ljlj·17%1, 
19~·193. <, < '<, 

a DI>I4. C;OV'.COIIB\\~f.ion. 9th JnJ717311 !'uti. DI.1114 cf,17S1;'O·71.' '," • 
i > " -, '" 
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wmn to fr!l'lucnt and reside in lloJl1hay, he humbly pmys your Honour 
to ~l~mt bim the so.me indulgence as is allowed the Rustam fa.mil)', "ho, 
b unrlen,t:.nds, a.re exem11u.d from paying ,the HonouraJ)le Company 
ally grl'uud or quit-rent t'or their house. l Mter debate the Board are 
pr 011iui.)n that th~ building of such a house will not only be a consider
able orn.. .. nul'nt t{) Uommy, but by 8en<ung one of bIs family t.o leside 
h",ro the blOker may euc.our:l.g'1" other merchants of substance to follow 
hlm. 'TIl!' Board :;gree to grant him the indulgence he requests.2 

An entry ten days l.l.ter (13th December) sho\\s how importa.nt a 
c{'nstituent was L1l1dAs the broker, and with how much honour he W:loS 

tre:1ted: ljaM.~s, the Surat broker, having bought all the woolleu goods 
1ea,1 copper and irun received by the ships bst arnved from England, on 
l,i"l ret urn for Surat requests t.o be disIll1ssed in the usual manner with a 
lJrCl'cnt or 81111<'".. AgrccJ that we give Laldas a sirpav to the vahle of 
17., 500,and, as we have none on the Island fit forth~tpurpose, order our 
g\mt lcmen at; Sumt on his arrival to prese;t LaldAs with a horse to the 
\alne of Rs. SOO.! 

A Bl)n11ay letter t{) Sur:J.t, dated the 17th September 1732, noticrs 
tint it has blown amI rained so hard for these three d'lys past as to 
(au~e great uneasiness regarding the Company's galleys at Surat Bar.l 

A Consultation of the 13th ~farch 1733 contains the following 
refcrmce to the sale of brass guns: The ~H.r Raja (~fah:haja) 
_~h:lCsingh (Subha 1733-37) now subha or governor of the province of 
<nlJ If.1t bas fvr "orne time solicited us to sell him two large brass cannon 
InI.Juntl'd in the fort wl"ighmg cwts. 15:)-3-25 valued III the general 
etUI e", at Rs. 48 the cwt. amounting t9 lts. 7 48t3-0-57. Seemg the 
~Iar It"jdob I'> a. person of grea,t authority s.ncl~apable of obstruGting Uff; 

III ma.kmg our invcstment in Cambay and ot~er~hces within his juris
{1( hC'll, and still more because the price offered .far cxca'<ls anything we 
('(>uld b.n-e e:s:pected, the guns also being at present of no. great service, 
"e ,l.Iciree to let the ~laM,raja 1ia.ve the said two guns for Rs. 20,000 
rcacl:" money; amI dill'Ct the st{)rekeeper general on r2ceipt of· the f,a,id 
R<:, 20,000 to delr.er-the two guns to the ~1aharaja.'8 agent or vaJ.il.5 

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 7th M:ar!:h 1733', 
{'ou\:a.iu" the lollowing on the country trade: It is matter of surpl'ist\ > 

to us that our scrvants should take It for gra.nted that all theil- sIlver 
might be carried from one port to another freight-free upon our ve~sels j 
when as ~ late instance in the .Bay shows they make us pay freight 
on parcels carried. 1Ye therefore direct that all goods and treasure, 
Jet them belong to any pel'Son whatsoever, be charged aecording to tho 
ul>ual metW of computation when'put on board. country ships, that the 
amount be paid into our cash j aUd for our satisfactIOn let se~arate 
accounts be~opened on the general books for the fOl'ementioned duty or 

- coinage aud for this of fretght, that we ~y see at one view what 
pronts accrue to us every year from them.s 

• 
t Pnb. Dial'1'" of-I i31. 166 .11l7 _ 
~ nom. GoV'. ('ft)n~nltation. 8rd D?e 1731. Pub. D.M% 4: of 173f, 16'1·164-
~ Bom. Gov.' CVWlultatlOn, 13th Dec. 1731, Pub. D.d.ry 4: of 1731, 173. ' 
• Bomb!l.y to Surat 17th Sept. 17J~ SUT&t Fact. Thary 614 of J7.W .1732, J01. 
o Born. GO\'. Consultation 13th !I.la.rch 1133, Pub. D,aty5 of 1732-1733. 6S_ • 
'Coun tQ Bow. 7th Mar. 1m3 pam. 53, Standwg Ord. VoL· 1 of }.71~4l'121, 156.' 
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At, a ConsttltaLion in Bombav (l8th ~ray 173'3) Government Jir •. '('t~'l 
tJmt Me~.rs, John Horne John "BraddJlland John IJambtrm he aPl)oillt.
cJ. a committee to inspect tJ\6 sundry letters received from our 11"11,,111-

• ahle Masters since the year 1729, and ab~tract from thf.!m sueh g1l11(J1'3l 

"tandmg rules and orders as have been given for the k-tt.er nll\nageulcllt 
of their affairs and likewise such as have Geen m..'1de hm'e, That tit.) • 
same be entered fail: in two books together- with those that pri't,cJ",l 
that date; one of which books to lie constantly on ilia Council taMe aml 
the other to remain in the Secretary's office.1 

How conuned was the authority of the Bomooy Govl'I'llIllnnt j~ 
1733 nnd how full of distrust were their l'elations with the llOlvctH 
across ilie halbour, appears {l'Om the Consultation d.i.tml 21th Angu.t 
17:33 regarding the advantages and tIle risks of maintaining" a f0l'ry 
hoat to- Revas at the mouth of the Nagothna river. Thll Pr('si,l.'ut 
fC}ll'eSents to the gentlemen rI the Bo;trd tlillt when it wa~ til'~t agl'l~"l 
to ebtablish a passage boat betwixt this island and Revanee (ItI'V!lIl) tn 
the l'IVer of Pen, the said port'of Revance was under the jum...lict1nn (If 
the Sidi. SInce his reducing that place and ThaI, Revas ill now uuJi'r 
Angria That therefore when on that side the farmer of the s:till 
pa~s:tge must be under Angria'B direction. In these circumstanCl''l It 
will he impossible to prevent his gaining intelligence- of all things 
transacted on this island. wOn the other hand should we"}Jl'Olubit the 
said pa8sage boat going'to and fro, it will be a great <\etl'lmenl to the 
tlade of this port as the said passage boat brings sundry pr()visiuni 
for the use of the island and the Bcnjars (Vanjaris) from the gIl/It 
country come hither.a.nd return with goods and merchandise Taki,,;:; 
tbis into consideration w~are but too sensible that with all the pre<>au
tion we can possibly Ille, the" enemy is but too well acquainted ,"Ith 
most things that pass on the island, the port being free for' aU that do 
come hither under the notion of traders, and we esteem it, more 
advantageous "to this settlement to receive intelligeuce of wb.'l.t pa",sea 
in the cnemy's country than it is to him t.o learn what passes here. As 
the Revanee passage boat is the most immediate an.d frequent mean.'! of 
securing such mtelligence, it is agreed· that the said passage boa.t be ' 
permitted. to go to and fro. To prev~nt any inconvenience it i~ agl'<'l.>U 
that M~nkoji Putlaji Parbhu, inhabitant of this island who being two 
years a. pri~oner in AUgria's country ill JlO well acquainted with D10l>t of 
Angrra's subjects, be plooed at the custom house to inspect all boats 
with passengers and to distinguish such as are traders from tho~c fhl.t 
ro~ come on pernicious designs, and that for his trouble ho be allo'YCll 
Rs. 6 per month to be paid by the customer.~ • 

Six weeks later (5lh October U33) a" Consultation records: No. 
body fl.ppearing to rent the passage from hence to Revanee, and becauoo 
of the wars in the adjacent countries the former renter not bt!in~ willing' < 

to continue it on the terms of the last contract, it is agreed that unlll: 
the times are more settled and we see what turn is giv~ to the Sides 

t Hom. Gov. Consultation, 18th May-l733', Pub. Diary Ii of 1732-33, 121. 
a Hom. Gov. COllsultation, 2·1th August 1733, Pub. DJ,.J.rl /) of 1732413. 117 .178, 

Forre~t'B nome &lrl~ •• II. :IS. 
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affairs, ·we continue the boat on the Honourable Compan)"'s accounts, 
givmg tht' charge a.mI managcnll'nt to the custom mastcr.l .' 

A Consultation of the 21st December 17::>3 records a shipping di$
cult:: with the Raja of Porbandar in south-west K:Hhiiw.1r (described 
3;> l~c,rt Bunder in Cutch): The President acquaints the Board 
of:m appliration by JagannMh Lald:is, the Honourable Company's 
})loker at Surat, representing that a grab belonging to him coming from 
~rask.\t and havmg in bad weather lost her mast, was obliged to put into 
Port Bunder (l'orhanc4r) on the coast of Cnkh. On arrml.l at 
POllunclar the Raj" or governor seized the ,-essel and cargo, and still 
d~L\m€'d her in "'plte of a certificate from ~fr. Henry Lowther Chief at 
Surat t~t the vessel and her cargo belonged to the English broker. 
The President_wrote to the Raja, demanding tha.t the vessel amI her 
(:ar~'O be handed to Yandravan !.alji the representative of the Surat 
l'roker. In reply the Raja offered to deliver the vessel and Rs. 3000 
in ht-'ll or such part of the cargo as he had diE'posed of. Vandravan 
rLf-useq tt> 3,('cept the vessel and the Rs. 3000 all«l,ging the cargo 
to be wl)rth Rs. 25,000. On this the merchants of Porbandar applied 
tu the Raj .. representing the risk that the Governor of Bombay would 
make a repril'al on the Porbandar vessels trading to Bombay. The 
Ihja Wail mllenble, saying he had given his ul_te answer to Vau
ur:iV.111 LJlji. In consequence the broker applied to the Presiuent 
re'Iuesting tha,t some or the Porbandar vessels in Bombay might be 
st11'lled. The President taking into consideration the little regard paid 
Ly these petty governors to' the friendly offices and good treatment 
shown to theIr subjects at this l)ort, and tha.t if we- tamely submit to 
the imults too frequently offered at their ports to those trading undci. 
tho Honourable Company's protection, o~ 9.uthority woUld be daily 
mere nn,l more despised, and hearing there was -a vessel now in tpe 
road bdonl:,'1l1g to a merchant of l'orbandar. who had. the greatest 
intimacy and influence over the 'Raja, and that the said vessel had on 
hoard in moUl'Y the sum of Rs. 3800 bound to the MaJ.abar C'.l:}st i he 
Iluvif'e(l some gentlemen of his Council and ordered the cust-om master 
to staT' the said vessel and seize the money to be deposited in thc custom. 
h6u;:e untIl the Raja. made satisfaction for the grab he had detained.2 

On the 4th March 1733 (1734?) the Directors impress 011 their' 
three President~ the necessity for harmonious action: N othing w~ can 
think of will more effectuaJ.1y conduce to the benefit of trade tha.n 
entire Union and harmony anlong the three head settlements. Wehaye 
thil'rerore recommended to Fort St. George and Ben~l, and now 
recommend you, to frame an equitable scheme for carrying on the trade 

, to the several ports in IndIa, joi!ttly settling ,the number of ships 
between you, and allotting to each settlement a proper share of" the 
trade earned -to China, Persia, Surat, Mokha, and Manilla or elsewhere. 
In case such an happy union is brought about, we hereby direct that 
no other ships be permitted- to go to those ports but what sha.ll be 
agreed on by our several Governors and Councils.s . , . 

, BOUI. Gov. Oonsultation;5th Oct. 1133, Pub. Diary [; of 1732~3. 227. 
!tBom Gov. Consultation, 21st Dec. 1733, Pub. Diary 5 oU732 33. !l()8·30~. 
3 Court to Bombay 4th M:1rch (1733 3{ P) pan 84, Compo of Standmg Ord. V91. J 
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The court continues: That our servants Ilnd the free merchants 
may not be disoouraged or debarred the h'bcrty of raising their fortun~l 
we hereby direct that all fle1'sons who have an inclination and cn.n find 
ready money towards the buymg and fitting out those ships to selo, may 
he allowed to join and that if they have any gO<lds proper to thoi<e 
IIlllJkcts, they must be taken according to their value, without Dny 
commission. It may at fust seem difficult to reconcile f.O many durer\'nt 
interests. Yet we are fully persuaded, if it is heartily set about, and 
everyone concerned is willing to forego a little private gain for the 
public emolument, this matter may be brought alxmt; and. in a few 
YClns the advantage arismg from such an union will be ,cry con· 
spicuous.l 

The 13th September 1734 the President acquaints the no:~rd that 
having notIced the Kolis to the northward were fitting out fifteen 
galivats at a place ca.lled Sultanpur (on the river Kula six miles south· 
east of Talaja on the south coast of Katwa-war) he had Bent the 
bomb ketch wjth seven of our galivats to be joined by the 8ura.t B1Q<,p, 
to take or otherwise destroy the pirate vessels gathered at SulUnpur. 
This, he bopes, will render our trade that way more secure. The TIroI'd 
approves.2 

A Consultation of the 21th February 1735 has the following note 
regarding the Factory at Gombroon: As the Arabs and Sunnis are 
entirely reduced, we apprehend the gentlemen of the factory at Gom~ 
broon will have no great occasion for their garrisQn, which we mu~t 
leave to their discretion. As the garrison is the main article of their 
charges, it is agreed to recommend their return provided it can be done 
with safety.s. . 

On the 5th March 17~5 the Court wrote: In your lettero£ the 18th 
August (1734) you compla.inof a wa.nt of husoo.ndmen or Corum/Jeell 
on the island. You state that since the Royal Charter was publiM 
our Cornmbees refuse their subjection, and will not manure the batty 
gl'Ounru. upon dle ancient esta.blIshed terms, cau~-ing us to lose half the 
produce of such batty grounds. We cannot help saying this is a stra1lo<>e 

, unheard-of doctrine. The Charter ~ was never intended to deprive u~ 
of our property, but to secure you and the inhabitauts in the free 
posseSsion of such estates as you were or from 'time to time might 
beoome 1~0'3.lly entitled to. The Charter by no mea.ns convcyetl to the 
Cornmbees a title to lands or an exemption from their prior obligation!! 
to us. You ought to exert your a~thonty to prevent such a.n abuse ana 
at the same time by good usage eXClte these useful men to continue
tLtnong YO'll on the former terms. ;\t the Ilame time we a.re willing you 

, shq.uld grant them relief. if, on serious consideration, you are pcnroaded . 
I Court to Bombay Hh March Clj33-MP} para 85. Comp.of Staod.ing Ord.'Yot:l 

of 1715 -1721, 125·126.. '. 
'Bom. Gov, Consultal;iOll, 13th Sept. ,)734, Pub. Diary 7 of 17M. 11>7. 1:nQer 

Capt. Radford Nunn the expedition agv.inat the pirates of SulUlIPDf was eompleU>ly suc
cessfuL After an II.bseuce of eight day. Capt. Nmm returned to Sorat with five guu 
IIlId fourteen boats. Flfty·live more bo&ts had been bunJed, Aye by Capt. Nnnn r.nd 
fifty by the Kolis to'prevent them faJling b1to Capt. Nnnn's banda. Thia victory waf 
secured With the 1_ of two E1U'Opea.n and two Native IIOldiers. SUNt F"tOl1 D\ar1. 

"616-6ISofl1Mi Bom. Quar.Rev. (lS56).IY. 99. " ',' ,. " " 
3 BQm. ~v. Conawtatlon, 27tb Feb,1735, Pub. Diary S of 17:U..u, 76. .,,;" ~ c . ) . .. , 
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that prohi.biting the use of kul or£~h manure has sensibly lesselioo. the 
proJuce of the lands. l 

In 1735 the question of irregular levie!! on Bombay traders came 
h€-forc the Council. On the 5th December 1735 the President rwquaints 
the Board that co&plaint had been made by some Vanjaras that the 
BomLa.y merchants whom they employ as brokers charge extraordinary 
duties a.mounting in some ca.ses to 14 per cent. The details are: 

Bombay Custolllll 5'0 per cent i 
WeighIng Duty 0'5 per cent; 
13rokera~e to Ambaidas 0'5 per cent; 
Other Brokera.ge 1'1/5 per cent i 
Cooly Hh.e 0 125 per eent; 
Ka.ra.nja. Duties 3 0 per cent i 
Thana. Town Wall 10 per cent; 
Ba.ssein Duty 2'0 per cent; 

Total 13'873. • 

Inquiry sllOWS it has ~n customary to pay the three per cent 
Karanja. duty on all goods passing by that island. On the other hand for 
the one per cent Thana and the two per cent Bassein duties no authority 
is kilOwn. Nara.ndas Takidas (Sakhidas) confesses to have defrauded. 
the Honourable Company in their customs to the amount of Rs. 839 in 
three years and hl)S in like manner defrauded the Portuguese of part 
l'f the duties which he had collected. for them, We further find that the 
~ald ~arandAs Takidas -has advanced. to the renter of the customs at 
Km·3.nja. Rs. 500, N agardas LaJji has advanced Rs. 500, Lakhmidas 
Shaukar Rs. 250, and La,khmichand Govind Rs. 100; the account to 
be adjusted at the end of the year, when doubtlt$s each reserves a 
Ebare to himself. 'Vithout permissioJ\ from this Government to, 
ptl'!mme to collect duties under our flag fon any other nation, is an . 
unr:J.rdona.ble insolence calling for a very severe punishment. At the 
!'nme time as thc practice has never before come under noti-ce the people 
would plead that they did not know it was held objectionable. W· e 
must thel'cfole think of preventing the like for the fu,ture, ratber than 
of punil>hing the. offenders for what is past. . • ' 

It.hein6 proyed that N.\randas Takidas bas defrauded the llonour" 
-::.11e Compa.nyof Rs. 839 customs, we thmk it just that he restore that. 
l,ium l1ud fine him and the three others above mentioned half wha't they 
rove advanced for the Portuguese duties, namely Namudas Rs.j!50, 
NilJ,"30rd;s Rs. 250, Lakhmidas Rs. 125, and Lakhmichand Rs. '50. 
This being agreed to, the several persons are called in and acquainted 
with what we had ordered. As Lakhmichand had been OJ, very small 
time.in this business, and was instrumental in making the chscovery, it 
is ,du:ected. that his Re. 50 fine be remitted, and that the custom master 
recover the fines as well as the other Rs 839 Nltrandas had defratuled. 
the Honourable Company. Ordered that for the future except broker-

"age and reasonable expenses no merchants belonging to this island 
shall presume to charge or receive from the Vanjaras 01' others any 

, dutics but what are immediately paYll;ble to the Hono~ble Company.iJ 
, 

. , 
~ 1 .f7'" 

, 1 Cotirt to :Bombay 5th Much 1735 para 10, Compo of StaJll.ling Ord. VilL ~ of 
171:)-1721. 157. . , 

• !loIn. G(1V, Consultatiou, 5th Dec. 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 1734·35,27d·271 •. 
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On the 25th Match 1736 at the beginning or o.frebh tuhM.'(,'o farm thtl 
farmers' bonds a.nd articles a.re signed and. delivered. .As u~UJJ nhilu 

• Sinay is presented .with ~b shawls and Manoel de Jesus with five 
yards of scarlet cloth.l 

• _ ' : 

A Consultation qf the 7th May 1'736 records the loan ot lis. :100 t", 
Jhe Mukadanl or head of some new Bbandaris come front the other side 
to settle in Bombay to provide them with hOUbes a.nd other (;onvcnicn'l 
cies. 2 - -

On the 6th Ja.nuary 1137 the Court of Directors wrote I We have 
very ma.turely considered the many evils we have suffered from rutving' 
an established broker. We are satisfied our lnveotment may lJe ru.1'rit'll 
on better by contracting direct with the merchants, anu that our 
duties and the consulage at Surat may be collected equally well by a 
proper person appointed fo; that purpose. We therefore aholi~h the 
olllce of Broker; and do order that the presCnt broker, if yon have any, 
uo act no more in that caI?acity, and be considered no otherwi.~c ilctn 
as other merchants. ThIS we hope wIll also restore to our 5el'Vallt,~ 
tradlllg from all parts of India to Surat, that perfect frc.'Cdom or trllll,) 
we would have them enjoy, which they Imve made ~uch continual 
complaints they have never hitherto been a1)le to obtam Lciug 
always-obstructed by the pt'Wer, interest, aud influence of the Lllihr._ 
For- these and the like weighty reasons we not only aho1ibh this I)Oif.!C 

at Bombay and Surat, but al~o at all our subOrdinate settlemenL ... 5 

In 1731 a prosecution of the Company's Lrokers occupied mudl 
attention in Bombay. On the 16th March a Consultation liaS tho 
following entry: The PreslIIlent moves the Board to by a rCbk.llnt 
upon Jaganwith GovindaHbe Company's broker atSurat. A propot.aJ 
is made for suing him in the MayoFB -Court. But sinro this might 
have opened ,\uestions connected with the heirs- of Sir Jobn Child, tho 
proposal IS aba.ndoned. Agreed that-from the opennc.'Ss of the furt 
on the 'sea. side, as thel:C will be no security in keepin;r Ja,~anIlc'ith 
within the town wa.lls, he be allowed in the -day time libel ty to go 
'Where ~ thinks proper, to converse with whom he pleases and only to 
.~,1eep in the fort at night, and that tne deputy accounta.nt's aparimpnts 
te kep"\; for his use. To this the members agr(JC excep-t Mt. vYilliam 
IIeru'y Draper who Dext Council day will give his rmisons for being or 
a ddIerent opinioD.4 

In a COllSultatio}l of the 1st April 1737 it is unanlmoUblyagrccd tInt 
J agau,nath G~vindas a.nd Manordas Llildas be dismlssml fl0m thc po;.t of 
blOkers to the Honourable Company.a.t Burnt and that Manekji Navroji 
be arpointed in th~ir stead and proceed to Surat by ihe frrst pl'oper 
conveya.nce, and we make no doubt but our HonoUl'able Ma.&ters will 
experience the benefit of the exchange. $ 

<, 

! Bom. Gov. DIary, 25th }larch 1736j Pub. Diary 9 of 1731>, 136. 
2 Born. Gov. COWiultatlon, 7th 1I1ay 1136, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 236. • 
3 Court to Bombay 6th Jan. 1731 para. 86, fo'tanding Order VoL 1 of 1715-17:.'!:t;Z07. 

This order was oompllsed In the Conrt'. L. of lZth J.Ul. 1138, par" 3, ditto 'JJJ7. 
"nom. Gov. Consult..tion, 16th Mat.1737.l'ub D_y 100£1736,;\7 5:J·60. ' 
t Bom. Gov. Conaultatlon,1st April 1737, rub. Dlary 10 of 1136-37.81., 
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It. heing an estl\blished custom 'Upon the a,ppointing of ~ pew brok~t 
to give him a. sirpdfJ and horse as a mark of favour, the ~ot -complying 
111t;;re\\ith would be coustrued to the discredit: ot the broker, It is thero
fOle agreed that we continue the old practice in rcgaJ:d to ~Linekli who • 
l~~mg Called in, is· accordingly presented with a sirpalJ and horse. 

The] 5th August 1137 tho President observes to the Board that 
of late.the SJdlgani.ms and other northern pirates have been very trouble
some, h::wing during the last season taken £everal boats belonging to 
Homb...y That as several of the trading Rajas counive at these robbenes 
:lowl l-llare in the booty; the makitig reprisals on some ot their vessels 
nl,::;ht ha,e a good effect. This being the proper season for such an 
undert.1king as their "essels from l\fokha arc shol'tl~, expected, and as 
\\\1 c-J.unot spare any of the Company's vessels for this service, he offers 
to send the Robed and 8uec('$$. belonging to himself, the Honourable 
Company being at no other charge thaJil. the putting on board each a. 
\letachrucnt of soldiers and J)ome European mariners. 'l'his is agreed and 
tIl(J vessels dil'ected til proceed on this service with the necessary 
cxpedition.lI 

Ou tlle 6th Janua.ry 1738 th\l Court write: By the a.dvices before 
U". it illainly a.ppears that, for many yeats past, our servants at Surnt 
itl"tca.Llof paying hard rupef.ls for carrying on our investments, have 
impo5l1J their own goods on the undertakers; awl by fictitious transfels 
in account, have fallen into the like had practices which our servants 
(l,t Berlcoolen fOI'medy carried on to our very great hurt and damage. 
\\'e positively. forbid every thing of this nature in f,uture.:! 

On tJie 2nd July 1738 the Court wrote' We are informed our 
Port ami C&l>tle at Bomooy is now in It ll}anuer forsaken by our G<I-# 
\ elUO"l'. This is not right. 'Ve apprehend it to be the mObt defensible 
place 011' our island remembering how in former wars the Castle held 
out when ail the rest of the island was taken. This may ~ppen ~a.in 
ill fl1hrrc. If it be well garrisoned its sea. communication will enable 
the Castle to. be ma.intaincd a,p1lnst all the' force tlht ca.n bO btought 
:;.~ailtf,t it in those parts, We therefore ordel' that the lJ'ort be the 
l'cbHlence of our Governor who ought neVel' to lie out of it, ruld that it 
Le kept in good IeJX\ir,' • • 
, The 21st July the Court wrote: We hereby acquaint you that 
to encourng~ our servants at Bombay and the subordinate factories 
t{J eany on the China tHida in a defensible Europe slup, we shall in 
future Bend out yearly to Bombay, on or before the 2uth of May, a ship 
\\£rich IDJ.y arrive. at Anjcngo or Telhcherry in Decembel' following . 

. ~j']llS ship shall be Oldered to take nuder her convoy any EnglIsh 
-('ountr,r ships or vessels bound up the Malabar coast. After deli1'Cring 
her outwl\rd cargo at'Bombay and doing other sel'vice, she must 'about 
tile end of :aral'ch be laid in at Surat or Bom.ba.y for a, voyage to China 
and bal'k to Bombay, Our servants at Bombay a.nd the subordinates 

, m..ty };e concerned in the whole or part of the stock as }hey shall think 

I Ilom. Gov, Consultation, 8th April 1737, Pub. DuU'yl0 of 1736·37, 93. 
S Born. Gov. ConsultatlOn, 15th A:ug. 1131. Pub. DJary 10 of 1736·37, J.91. 
~ Court to Bombay 6th Jan. {173S?) para 40. Stand. Ord. ~. 1 of 1115-1721,100. 
4 Couri to J3Qmb...y 2nd J Illy 173S para. 45, SIi. Ord. Vii!. 1 '"iIllS ,1721, 207 • 208. 
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fit, and the rest shall be made up by- and upon our acCount; 1),11 the 
accounts of the voyage shall be "",tated and finished and laid before 
you; and an attested copy ~ereof be yca.rly transmitted us, "hether 

·we ILre concerned or not. Our servants l'esiding at Bomwy, who are 
coneerned in the said stock, shall appoint the supetbargoes and order 
such a cargo to China and back as they think proper. 'I'lle back 
cargo the said ship shall deliver at BoJP,ba.y and afterwartls tn.'ke ill 
her loamng there and on the l\falab3r Coast for England. That, she 
may be the bettel' plepared for this, sh!l shall carry out her whole kentledge 
(or ballast) in iron to be left at Bombay unttl her return from Chllm, that 
so .the frelghters may have the benefit of the whole tonnage she is let for. 
On her return to Bombay and delivery of her cargo there, the fl'eightelll 
shall pay us Rs. 2b,OOO, which will be cheaper than any country 
t-hip of that bUl thcn. Our s.{lrvants will also have the benefit of 
bemg freed from so much dejld-stock of sblpping. Further there will 
to no need of staying for convoy, which is so great a charge in the 
case of country amps hading to China. At Canton the frelghters &hall 
be obliged to take on board upon our account one thousand pecul 
(peeul = l3S! lbs.) of tea for certain~ and as much as one thousand peeul 
more,-or any paJ. t thereof, if the freighters desire it, and we shall oriler 
our supercargoes to load it accordingly. For aU this tea on,the eship's 
arrival at :Bombay the said freighters shall be a.nowe~ one tale and truee 
quarters pel' peeul (tale or tael = 1110"0 of a peenl), neIght to be deducted 
out of the before mentioned Rs. 25,000 .. As the tea. shall be la.n~ed a.t 
T~llichcrry and Anjengo, to be dIsposed of as we shall 91'001', the ship 
wlll go clear and unpesteled up the Malabar Coast.l 

On the 2nd February 173!} the President represents to the Board! 
As the Honourable Compahy have" always esteemed a. coach and four 
a just allowance to keep np the state and appearance lequisite in hi. 
post, he has Aithelio made use of his own coach and fou_1' hors.es. As 
the Company are unfurnished with such a. SUItable equipage, he makes 
a tender tif his own coach at Rs. 800 and of four good and serviceable 
grey hOlses at Rs. 350 each The Board taking the sa~ into con
ideration, and noting that among ten horses 011 the Company's books 

• Ijomo are 'superannuated and unfit fot~ service, a.nd that the prices set 
by tho :t'resident on his present tender are really a moderate valuation, 
it is ~reed to accept thereof J and to lighten any needless expense in 
leepmg, it is ordered that the old and unservicea.ble hOl'ses be sold, for 
'\vhat can be got and the sale-proceeds be ~ieJ to the HonoUl'able 
Company'$ !locr,p~t.! , 

At ~ Consultation on the 28th September 1139 the nature andintent 
of ilia new regt!lation for issuing to foreign vessels certificates instead 
of passes being considered, it is unanimously agt'Ced that as' the cer
tificates are in English, the Honourable Company's seal should not h: 
a.ffixed, as this might servo to -Inislead such as through ignorance>o£ 
E~lish cannot· understand the distinction ,between ~ pass ~na :" c:er~ 

i • .. i1 

I Com-tto Bombay 2lstJuly 1138}llU"as. 39, 40 and 41IS~~-:Ung Ora. 'Vol.' 1 ?f 1115, 
1'121.129·130.' ,,', ",." '., -\. 

'.Born. Gov. (JonBtlltat!OIIi 2nd Feb:1739;rnb. Diary" bf 1pS 3U, M. ' 
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tificate. Furthet that with the withdrawal of OUl' l'i"ght to issue 
passes our power to collect the to~O'C must cease.1 •• 

A C.on.sultation of the 3rd April i 73~ records: By the last we, 
l'CCCi,-l.'d a Iett.er from the Chief and Factors at Surat, advising us that 
Bl paJ.ty of the Ia.te 1\foghaPs forces having raised a. quarrel in Delhi 
on accOlmt of some religious debate with Narur Shalr's solruers, 
five hundred Persians had :fallen. This so greatly incensed N ~dir SMh 
that he gave a general oroer to his whole rumy to ma.'lSaCle at 
discretion. After the mas...~re had lasted two days the Shah issued 
a proclamation to forbear an'y ruther effusion of blood. These troubles 
had put a. stop to all busmess in Delhi and bred such insecunty 
that Tarwary shroff-the drawer of bills to the amount of Rs. 50,000 
on the Honourable Company's account-had offered repayment thereof 
with the growing interest in a month's time. This proposal they had 
accepted and reluest us to advise the Pre§ident and Council in Bengal 
oHhis affair.2 

A Consultation of the 9th October 1739 recorded the following: On a
motion to renew the promise of Rs. 2000 extraordinary gratuity for 
every fighting grab taken in battle, the President offers to contribute 
8ix hundred, lir. Rigby two hundred, and :Mr. Stonestreet on behalf at 
1.11'. Waters two hundred, the remaining one thousand to be supplIed 
out of the HODom'llohle Company's treasury. Tlus gratuity their servants 
engage to give pu!ely that the CIWzers may be encouraged to exert 
theme.e]ves against the enemy with spirit and vigour.s 

On the 19th February 1140 the President ~entions the 'formal 
announcement to him of weddings at Pooua in Bijirav's family. As 
at the time of the announcement it was insinuated that on snch occasiolM 
it was customary to send a p!;fSOn with a compliment accompauied 
by a. present, the President had ordered some fire-works to be sent and 
!>ome gold joys and trinkets adapted to their use or! the occasion. 
Tlus the BoaJ.u entirely approves as such thi~O'S duly timed may have a. 
good effect in establishing and improving a biendly oorrespond'eDce with 
these people. The account cost of Rs.1439-2-2u is also passed.' 

• 
l'Bom. Gov. ConsultatIOn 28th Sept. 1739, Pub. DlIuy 12 of 1738-39,380. The fol. 

lowing IS the form of certificate agreed upon by the Pre"ident in Connolr, Apr~l 
1734: To all commauders of shIps or vessels or whomsoever subject to His Majesty 
George II. King of Great Britain France r.nd Ireland, Defeuder of the Faith &0. 

These presents are to certify at the request of •••••••• mhabltant of ••••• 
• • • • and o,,:ner of the. • • • • • • , burthen • • • • • • • . Candy!!: Whereof goes 
• • • • • • • With • • ••••• gnns laden WIth • • • • , ••• and bound to • • , • , ; 

"That in consideratIOn of the frienlUihip peace and amIty between our respective 
batioIUI and governments, I, James Hope Esquire, Chief for affairs of the 'I:lrltlsh 
natIOn in Burat, do accordIngly require. all or any snbjeot~ navigating or trading under 
tile protection of the Honourable Engbsh East Indian Company that may happon to 
meet with the said • • • • • • • • • in her mtended voyage, not to gIve her the lellSt 
hmdr&llce or molestation, which certificate 18 to he in full force dunng the term of 
,,. •••••• months alld no longer. GIven UDder my b&lld in. Surat thw, ••• day 
of ~ • ' •• '. ; Annoilomim1739. By order of James Hope ~qulre, Chieffor aff'au'8 
of the British nation in Snrat. Diary of the Surat Factory. 10th Ang. 1739. VoL 629 
of 1739·40, 3; Bom. Qual. Rev; (1856). IV. 188. . 

- ~ Bom. Gov. Consultation, 1lrdAprU 1739L mb. Diary 120f 173!l.39,lla .113. 
• Bam. Gov. Consultation, 9th Oct. 1739, rnb. Diary 12 of 1738·39, 391. 
4 BOlll_ GOV. Cousultatiqn,19th Feb. 1140 1'1Jb. Dla.ry 13 ofl739·!l0, 82. 
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A Consultation of the 19th l\'[atch 1740 roooids the foti<1\\ing 
petiblnt from the Bhandaris of Chaul to.tho Govemor and l),re.;ulcnt. 
Bombay: YOllr pctitioneltlS and their forefathers have for many 

• genCl'ations lived under the Portuguese gm'ernment at CIUl.1l1 lionel 
'have hitherto mamtamed the character of true and fajthful f:,nbjed~ h 
that government. , In March last (1739) to our great mi~£ortuM Mfllliiji 
Angl'w, enteled our limits, burnt our hOUECS, and cut down our lr"l'~ 
depriving us o£ the mOans of 8uooisting ourselves' and famlli('s as 
BhandarlS. The stmlts and wants to "hieh we have been roourN have 
not in the least lessened our affection and fidchty to tho POI'tug \ll'~C 
government. Had we any way or means left of BubsiRting om sel V()'! .lnll 
famjlies we are still ready to vantUle our lives III th(,ll' fel'Vl('C, 
'Vant of subSIstence alone drives us to put our~ehe9 lIuelel' the 
protection of some oiher government. 'We choose to make a. tl)w1Jr 
of our service to your lIonour and Council if we can be entertnjn.)J a.n.I 
prOVIded for in our way of Ift:e as Bha.ndaris. 'Va prollllso to 1le wllI! 
aU fidelity good subjects to this government, OUT ,l'eqlll!ob .. are, 
namely: . 

1. That when the Portuguesc at Chaul give us liberty or they with
dll10W from that garnson, we dCSIre your Honour will 308&1st lU wItb 
boats and transport us and our famIlies to Bombay j • 

2. When we anive at B'ombay we beg your1JIIonour to supply 
us with means of building our houses, and we will pay as ~soon n.s ollr 
abIlity Wlll, permit us ; 

3. We require sixteen toddy trees for each man; and tho num~r of 
Dbandaris that may' come are one hundred and ~cventy-five, ten nlO/'(J 

.or less; • 
4. That your Honour has let Dr fa.rmed the vcndagc uf couutry 

arrack to the Bha.nd:iris of Bombay for the sum of Rs. 12,500 hy the 
year. In theklme manner as these Bha.ndaris pay, we oblJge ()ursehe!t 
to do the. same·lU proporhon ; .. 

5. In case of ;301' and the invasion of this island (which God forLid) 
ii we are deprived of the benefit of drawing out trees, we rcqnel'<t tlle 
rent mar cease till peace is restored-i and during that time that we 

• !nay be~lowed a subSIStence for us and our famihes i 
6. 'l'he Mukadam, Chaughulas, a.nd Trnmpeters, with colour-l:.ca.rerO', 

desire you wIll give them pay monthly, as YDur Honour E>ha.ll think 
our service shaU dcsel'Ve j 

7. What Blmndaris care to serve the Honourable Company as sepoys" 
your }Ionour will please to admit them upon ihe same footing as tho 
Bombay sepoys.l • .... • ) 

In·seconding the Bhandans' request the President remarked tooy 
,were a useful body of JlCi>1Jle fit for action and always es~med fa.i~l4Ul 
to the government they lived under. The Board cpncurs m the OplijlO1l 
tor giv;i~g the petitioners a favourable answer, leaving it to the l'resi-
dent's management and Ws}losal to adm~t them· on "such w..~~ of 

« 

i Pablic: Diary 13 ~f 1739.40, 12i.12i 
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-AND ISLA.ND.-

• l't\tt'1'talnment as he shall please to adjust with t'hem tor the good of 
tilt' service! 

Ata Consllitau()n oHhe 13th Janna.ry 17 41. the head or mukadam oEthe ~ 
We .... vets rellrescnted that a late fire had desti'Gyed most of the weavers' 
llollses and prayed an advance ot Rs. 2000 to be repaid in five years 
\\'"ithout int.erest, offering to pass his own bond. with Rupji Dhanji as 
securIty. A.s both were men-of property and as the weavers deserved 
encouragement the advance was sanctioned.2 _ 

A Consultation ot the 9th January 1741 has the following note on 
the pepper trade: Reperosing the letter trom 'Tellicherry by the Prin· 
("£'18 Loufsa, it is observed that the gentlemen particularly desire our 
dit'ectlOus in regard to the assistance necessary to be given the pnnce 
t\l enable him to frustrate the encl'Gaching schemes which the French 
are pursuing; wherein should they meet with success, our Honourable 
!lIastel's will in£alhbly be deprived ot the1r share in the pepper trade. 
A£ror fu1l consideration it IS agreed we signify to the gentlemen that 
l>eemg the occasion wa.s urgent and its consequence so Immediately 
tendmg to continuing our HGtlOurable :UaBters a share in the pepper 
h'ulle, we acquiesce thereto. At the same time we recommend aconsf.ant 
"C:tfe t() keep the charge within the sum specified and when it can Le 
(lone with. prudence to bring 't\! an end so heavy an expense.s 

A Consultation 1'0£ the 30th January 1741 Dotes that tor lileve;al 
years when a messenger comes from the neighbouring governments, 
armed sepoys have been permitted to land wIth him. This the Pre
f,ldcnt conceiving to be a dangerouS pra'Ctice which no other European 
nation would all-ow, had represented the MIne to the Marathas and so 
£ar prevailed on them that the l\faratha Iftesj'enger now came without" 
any retinue. As the Sidis had shown -displeasure at being denied 
their former state, the Board· agreed that a letter couche~ in the most 
"Complaisant terms be despatehe~.' 
, The 14th February 1741 the following publication was. issued: 
Whereas tJ-eabes and agreements with several powers in these parts' ~tipu
late freedom of commerce to the inhabitants of this island, and thereby
their goods and vessels are rendered more secure than those -of other .. 
gOV8l'1lments; In consequence of this security some persons t"esidmg 
on this Island. have conveyed in their vessels merchandise belo~ng 
to foreigners in nowise entitled to the protection of this Government. 
This practice £urnishing a pretext f01' the seizure of the ships, 
the President and Governor, by and with the advice and consent of 
IUs; ConnCIl. doth hereby publidy order that in future no· inhabJ.tallt of 
this island.. to whom a. pass under tne Honourable Compa.ny's seal shall 
be gmnted, do presume to carry any merchandise other than -What 
appert.ains to. them or is the property of others the subjects. of this 
State. To the end that no one may plead Ignorance of this order the 
said Presiden~ and Governor hath caused these presents to be pubhshed. 

1 Born. Gov. ConsultatlOn, 17th March 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 115. 
2 Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, 13th Jan. 1741, Pub. Di~ 14 of 1740·41, 13. 
s BOm.-Oo'l'.-Consu}taJ;ion, 9th.Jan. 1741, Pub, :Diary 14 ef 174041, 6·7. 
• Bom. Gov. Consultation, 1l0tlLJan._174.t,-Pub. Diary 14 of 17{0.41, 52-
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by bea.\ of dl~m and affixed in tho \lSUa1 pla.ccS. Given ill Domhay 
Castle this 14th day of February 1741.1 
• A Consultation of the 20th FebrU3.ry records the following petiti(lTl 
of VandrAvan, Rupji Dhanji, Vlth:!.ldJ.s Keshavran.., and otllt'rs lhe 
pritlcipal merchants of BQmba.y ~ That your petltioncrs being iuform. 
ed. tbe Honoura.ble Company have been pleased to forbid the F\'m1in" 
a COmmlSSlon:lory to l\Iokha, beg leave. to lay h.'fore your HOllon'; 
the consequences that will -8.Uend the public a.nd youI' l)dihonrf" 
by not l'eceiving tha.t 1a.l'ge sum which for these many rears hAS bct'n 
brought to thIS island through the countena.nce and credIt of a. llCr~·(lU 
flent from hence and from the security of the Honourl.l,uc COUll'u.ny's 
:vessels. Though the Mokha. freights al'e at first no more tha.n t'Oll!'ign. 
ments to us from the merchants to the northwanl, yet from YOUf 

petitioners returning them such goods as they want, this monry is 
kept on the island ana greatly tends to maiotmn a current of trade 
equally advantage@us to the public, as to your petitiont'l'8. On tlltO' 
other hand, if the opportunity of. bringing this freight is miAAcd, tho 
DOl thward merchants would muse their money to be brought at onCI} 

into their own bands and we would then have no be upon them to "end 
thelr boa.ts to us for cargoes. Dy the loss of this ooncficil\\ trade f10m 
the north the Honourable Compa.ny would lose impotis wluch contri
bute no trifling sum to the customs. To your petitionel's tho failure 
of the north trade will be fa.tal, as it ts IMinly with this money nml 
-from the_profits of this trade that we are able to carryon Ou! bUbme;;s 
and maintain ourselves and families. 

Except Mr. Morley, who thought such action might suhjeet llim 
to-the displeasure of his Hooourable 1Iasters, the Board agrees tlul.t 
to cease sending a .c.ommiAsion and escort to Mokha would. imperil tho 
trade to the northward. After deba.te agreed that a ca.lenlato be frameJ 
and laid beforl! us at next meeting of the eXlle/ls cost involVl-d in scnlling 
a shIp and a. servant over the expenses incurred if the vessel were to 
remain ifl Dombay.ll • . 

At a Consnltation held the 26th Februa.ry1741 the calculate for tlle 
llose gaJoley lJIowed an excess cost fo\ the voya.,cre to Mokhaof Its. 122L 

• ~nd ex~ss earning of Rs. 4600, tha~ 18 a balance of Rs. M76 in favour 
of the voyage compared with the result of keeping her a.,bore in 
Bon){ll\Y and of Rs. 3_545 compued '\vith the result of keeping her 
afloa.t in Bombay harbouf, Agreed, Mr.l\forleyexceptcd, that the &86 
galley reordered to Mokha. in the proper season Mr. Charl('S Cronunelm 
taking IJi1Bsa~ on her.s The details of the estimate ate interCl<ting: 

. , 

1 Sec. Out, Let. Book 8 of 1738.1741. 
f Bom. Gov. Consulta.tion,'2Oth Feb. lUI, rub Diary H of 1740-41, 8a, 88,89. 
S Bom. Gov. Consultation, 26th Feb. 1741, rub. Dtary 14, of 1740-~I, 97, lao. 

Voyage to Mokha: D", To expenses, ns. 2000; a preseut for the (Rollt!)'g"Ue1. 
ns.. 200 I eJttrlll.rdinlllY charges that will be incurred by tho flt* galley gQing to 
Mokha more than by lying ashoN in the ralUs as per -calculate. r •• 1:..'2'1-2-44; total 
Rs.3*23-2-44.. Or. By frelght of treasure last year (173!!-40) a.mounted ~ BlI. 1'>600. 
Deduct the captl\iu'B one-f9llrtb part. Ba. HOI) I ao.ld COIlUlge dDty ODe Ptl cent QJl. 

about l!s. 2160,000. Rs. 2Gm); total. B8 6S()(). Deduct per contra. Ba. 3123 2 .. U. 
Bal~nCt> (gAIII) Ra, 33;6·1-56. Public Dlary, B of 17{1}·411 99. .. - -
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Naf/llellGIICe of ROM Galley, 17.#1. , --
l~tMUJl. AlfD SORT or-PEoPLE VIC'l'tj,lLLING. 

. 

1_ MariulIrs. • lIIillblj. 
• . 

Montbly Total 
Wages Lu Monthly 

I~' I 1 II. ll~ c • lIarmen Jdlhwy. Total. 
Manners. CblU'gcs. 

d! 1 .. ;J;I ~ - Q;l aSf 
!Ij' ~~ sit c ~\s 11 Q} . 
0'-:= .. '" ~ • ~ c-' 2 g>§ '3 
i!~£~ H'~ f:8:~ ~~I~ 
1-1

- 1 - 1-1-1- -l~-'-----------I I as. q. r Rs q. r. Rs. q r. Rs. q. r. Ro. q r. 
At&.. -1 11 'I ri" 'I' , " 001'" '']'u t, "" ~ .. lar7 0 n6 

.\..::d}m"E' • ._1
401

, I.p!... 2.~. ~l 3S9 0 a>l •• 839 0'28 636 8 2~ 975 a 49 

~I-· ,ITI!2I
WI -;; 11111 Ii' tBi~'O'iS 125130 2i2 14; lWOO 

----
D,iferenCt. "WI 1 48 

I 
The mo"Ull, amOllut of salt, b.~, &jld Jars dthl ered wlth the provlslons 

about ....._ -. u.. 6 2 0 

Extl'a. Ellpense per Month 407 848 ----
Th,. multtplred ~ 3. the number of mODtb. the ..... 1. usuo.Dvl1e •• hore 

(tv" ltlfrom e 15~ Mayt<)lSth Augu,t produce!b tIle entire amount 
of Olt.pense sa.\ed the Huuourahle Company by her lywg ashore durmg 
the- ralllS ... _. ..... _ ... • •• 1223 2," 

.. - .. J,J ,I ~t"1 i lll'~ ... '" '00 •• ", ~ ." 
1377 0 98 

.J!<.ml",~ Rood'. 4J._I_II 6 21 ... .. 49 357 0 92 •• 857 0 ~2 6N 1 20 1031 2 12 ---
345 2 M DUTerenc:e .. t-=11rt!lj14 91/1 1 121411ti83 54l25l3O 194084rn20 

'rne monthly .. mount of salt, bags, IOIId Jars dehvered "il,h the provlSlonsl 
.. bout ._ ._ _ ... •• .., 6 0 II ----

i!:xtra MonUlly Expense ... 351 2!Wo . ,----
' .. M11'" mqltlp1ied b-r3, the nn"1ber-of months from the time of ·rcdUCllIg 

her JJ~ple untll the) are agam ta.ken into serVlce produ\.~oth the entrre 
extro. charge orddl:.::rence between her oomg sent on a vo)a.ge and 
I}mgoO'm Bumbay Road dunng the raUll' season ',. lOSS 0 62 

A Consultation ot the 26th. February 1741- roo{ll'Cis ~ Our wnole 'fleet 
wing 1lO\V lymg in 'port, ordered that, should the enemy be abroad, so 
",,1<,111 af> the Restoratiol1, l'rince of lI'ale.'l, and Ne/,tune ate.wctua.lIcu, 
thej be sent t()r eruizc to- the southward to plotect the trade'!. . .' 
~At a Consultation, the 30th July 1741, tbe Board notes: Recourse 

to the COUlt'S eom:mands of the lIth MaTch 1735, shows the Cou\-thas 
already pointed ant 'a method for preventing meir affairs being involved. 
ihmugh 1 he Ea,le ot fhips by pl'ivate persons. Resolved and oldered_ as 
a. btandmg mle that no ~hip 01' vessel under the Eng-hEn protection do 
proceed to the Gulf of Pel'sia till ilie owners have pr.eviously entm'ed mto 
a bond under a penalty "f Rs. 40,000, not to ru~Eose of such Elrip or 
vl'ssel either at Scindy, Maslmt, Persia, Basra, or othel' place or port 

.;in the GuU, without the consent of the President and Council or Bombay 
,or the· Agent and Council of Gombroon. Ana that' by the hut 
oJ'portnnitr we Jl.:pprise the Presidencies of Bengal and Madras of this 
le"olution transmItting at the same- time- copy or the above pal'agtat>h 
from the Honourable COUl;; of Directors in hopes of their seq uiescence for 
~.' .. '_.,>r "t .. 
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a.voidin~ the" ill cous("quencc& th:.t. will o~rwu;e-' Eoon~r 01 11\t~"I' 
ensuQ. l 

• At a Consulta.tion, the l!tth June 1741, tho Prebident u.cquaiuts thtl
:Boord that since tlTe latest aaYlces from Europe EQCm to cuu!>id(''r "Ill" l\ i! 11 
l!'rance unavoidablcrhe had boon consulting the mOfot rtop\.'l' mea.sUfl"l fur 
obVlating any attempts on Bomho.y from the sea. 'fa tb.'tt O'Ild llc h,t.<! 
oruered the gunnel' and bombardier to mount the larg~t a.nd mo.-t 
trulltworthy guns on the seaward bastions. They b:¥l rel'l'etento,l t1..\t, 
notwithstandlng the number of (:u.niages teemingly in rm.JiuCIIs, want. 
of iron capsql1a.fCS marIe them uBelells for action. As aU the "nuth~ au 
the island were employed on other material wOl'k, agl"\X..od we write t(a 
the ewef and Factal's a.t Surat to procure 25 smlths to \\hom they nmy 
11l'oollEe the Bombay rate of Rs, 41 fQl' every cwt, of iron v. rought. As 
a further encouragement we agt'ee to a monthly allcm/lonco for Illovi.i,Ju 
which woleave to the Surat Cpuncll to fix on the most rea.lona.blotcrtfii<.' 

At a Consultation, the 3rd N.oyember 1741) tIle PICfidl'nf, 
communicates to the :Board news that a. small slrip belonglng to lb\t 
Portuguese and a la.rge French man-of-war were arrived a.t Om. Tl'U 
l>ortuguese Ehip ga.ve oot she parted with fonr Q\hers a.nd the }'rl,lllCq 
sbip with five of her na.tion boUnd to: India, with whi{h it was hiull-oJ. 
the French were to assist t'M Portuguese in regaining their wuutry.' 'Vo 
a.re afraid this will end in giving the Portuguese a. footing in the~e l'arh. 
BeSIdes mould a wa.r break out between our nations, the three large ~hll'., 
with whom we have none that ate able to cope, would prove terril/ly 
uestl'uctJ.ve to our a.ffail's. In this uncertain I>ltuation it i" deeUlI"} 
right to put our isla.:D.d in the best posture of de£enc& that (".tn be dl" iH.u. 
It is -therefore directed that a. line of guns be mounted on thij 1,lJ.tform 
before the Bandar. A Pl'ott:ction is much wanted for tho ~e(,unty of Um 
landmg plaee and dooks ' 

At a Consltltation, the 15th Ma.y 1741, the Prcsident mOYe8 t(l1h~ 
Board that since, notwithstanding all preca.utions a.nd orders, the, c!-cape 
Qlpeople: more p!J.rticula,l"l.y of our EUl'Opean seamen r.nd f,ollliels, iR ~ ... 
frequent as gl'eatly to injure the public serYice and 1ho l~land in genelaT, 
It publica.tion be lSsUed, offering ~ rewald of RIl. 10 for every ]~n,on 
(ex<,epting labourels) who shall be stopped or dete<'ted in an attempt to 
eon .. ey ihemselves secretly off the place. A IilQ that in Older that the 
pUDlliliment mo.y be adequa.te to their clime it is pt'ovided that if the 
persons so a.ttempting to dope are employed by the IIononmb!e Coml'any, 
the amount of the g~'atuity La afterwards deducted £rom theu'ra):. Tv 
this the Boal'd,oagree.l ' I 

At a. Consultation, the lOth July 17$1, read I!~e:ral depot'itionll 
relat.i.ng to the recent conveying away one :Babu with his tamiJy and 
the flight of Wodou (Udbav) Nail!: the treasury shroff. The PrObidl1,lli/ 
remru1!s that he had heen under the necessity of prQIZJ.i!'ing a. pal'dQl\ to 
Ramset DanMji to secure his evidence. At the.same tlme ,R~ 

, Y 

I Bom. Gov, OOIUJulla,tlon. 30th Jul:t 1741, Pub. 'mar,. 14: of 174()'41. 21~' Th~ 
rules were framed *(1 guard agamstrtbe establishment of fl nllYl by Nadir ShAh \11:r.i:' 
1'1'47). See below page 287 note 6. ' --

S Bombay GQv. eoll8ultilhon, 19th June 1741, Pub. Dlaty 14 01 1740AI. 231...' , 
- a BomlJay GQv. UJIl8ultation, 3rd Niiv.1741, l'ub. Diary 14 of 17-1.V-41, 449.
~.BOlnbay GQv.,CQnst1lta,tion;l!'th May lUl, Pltb, PJa ... ~ J4,'lllH()'4J. l!H. " 



Materials.] 

AND ISLAND. 

is flUOll{J(:ted of contributing to the departure of othet's, the B~ agrees 
he f>h}uld be directed 'to remove' nom this island l'eceiving such 
I't'('ompeuse as may be round l'easonable £01 mly loss he may sustaIn f1'om. 
le,wing ius house or otherwise. Cha~ Thakur admits he as!.lsted in 
tarrYIng off Blioo and his mmdy. For sO heinous an offence he is 
directed to receive a public whipping at lJombay of 39 lashes, and, withiu 
a. month after, the like nUPloor at Ml1zg~on, then to be confined at 
labour on the town dItch for the term of six months, and afterwards 
t" be tmuBported trom thIs island, never more to be permitted to l'etUlll. 
'l'he charge agaI~st BhIm Sinay juniorot ooingln company with Udhav 
?\".IJ.k is not proved At the same time as feveral of Udhav's effects 
were fou.nd secrel:.ed. in Bhi.1..11 Sinay's house, there is just cause to 
suspect him. It is therefore directed that Bhiku be WsllllSfed hlS 
.prehtmt employ in the custom-house and be deemed Incapable of holding 
any trust In any branch of our Honourab\e Masters' affaIrs. 

Smce such people as escape from Bombay are generally entertained 
by the Marathas to be made use of hereafter ifoccasion serve, agreed we 
CaJlllot be too cautious and nice in our enquiries who comes or goeEj 
from this island. The better to be informed on this point, proposed 
thn.t two capable upright and intelligent persons be stationed at the 
l':nsages of Bombay Mahim II:nd Sian, to keep &t e..wh place ex.act 
re5'isters of all thAt come arid go, noting the day of landmg, to whose 
house they sa.y they will repair, and the time of departure, reportmg 
every fifteen days to the Pr~!.1dent of all strangers remammg on the Island. 
To sooure the .accurate record of all resorters, no stranO'er shall be 
allowed to leave the island except at the place helaMed. Nor may any 
one go ashore at l\Ilizgaon OJ: elsewhere WJihout making his appearance 
at Uomhty Custom-house, at l\ia,him, OJ: at Sion~ to be there registered. 
Ti,lS pJ:Oposition is approved and ordered to have. effect from the 1st 0£' 
August (1741).1 • 

At a Consultation, the 10th December 1741, read the following 
letter Jrom. Captain James Inchbird, dated. Sion Fort 1st DeceMber . 
IHl: The last five years of my serVIce have been spent In the 
command or Sion Fort with its dependencies. On tlns post, ~en first 
I had chai:'ge, were large detaehments of officers, Europeans, topasses; 
SIIPOYS, and the Company's slaves. For flome time there was no hou~e 
or place convenient for the provision or entertainment of the officel's of 
bO largo a garrison. To meet thIS want I built a convenient house uot 
only for the officers but to provide room for the Coffrees (ZanZibar sl::wC!.), 
Fl'ovisiotls.. !L:l also a. cookroom and all other convenieDl.'eS. As the 
detachments are now removed, except the rice store-house for tho four 
companies there Will not be so great a nec~ssity for such house. :fbi!! 
indnces me to petition your Honour and the Honourable Council to take 
the buildings off :my bands on the Honourable Company's account at. 
slleh a. price as you shall think most reasonable.2 , 

, Considering on this matter we must OWl!. the purchase or the said 
house does not appear absolutely requisite, Qnd indced we might do 
Without it. Yet as the services of Captain Inchbird ought undoubtedly . , 

t Bom. Gov. (JoD~'u1l;ation, 10th Jnl¥ 1741~ l'ub. Dia.ll U IIf 1740,.41, 243·,24~ 
~ P.PLlic DlI~ry J~.of 1740-41, 500.. . -. ,-
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to entit.le him to some marks of indnlgence,43,nd a;; our Trof\IJ'llah1e 
Masters In the!:!' commands by the- Princess Lfluisa eXpl'('f;HeJ thclUM'h cs 

• not against a gratUlty wluet!. they had conceived had been f.,>1vcn hun 
I>y tbe late President and Council although in reahty he rewiveJ M 

1i!Ut'h favour, we pre .. ume they will nQ\; censure us fot gratJ£yill/.: I.un. 
''Co therefore agree the buildings 1xt taken over at the COl:>t t'r1ct! of 
Rs. 1283.1 • 

A Cousultatkm of'the 6th November 1741 records: The watch th:tt 
carne out in the Q'li!en Oaroline packet for Bajmiv llanng Leen sent 
to hlB SOIl, and the receipt thereof acknowledged with a complai"allL 
answer for the favour, the Board think it will be OOiit to omit .chJlorglU~· 
BJjmiv anything for the mendIng but make him a compliment Lherevr. 
in regard to the frIendship whlch subsists between our go\-ernmcllts. 
'l'he land paymaster is therefore directed to pay unto Capt.J.ill Inchhiul 
the S\lm of Rs. 216-2-28 wlooh was disbursed upon that ac('Ollnt by 
hi" order in England.' , 

A Consultation of the- 22nd February 1742 records: The inhmili'~l 
marriage of one of the late Baiirav's Ilons having been in the 
accustomary manner n(Jtified to the President, and in buch caw, 
as has been already observed, a present is unavoidable, it is therefore 
tl>greed that the following·articles be sent by a proper messenger1 ~ 

6 t:lhawla of R8. 2(} each ... 12(1 
1 Gold cham .... 10;; 
1 8a ... or covering for a woman .. 40 
Putal18 or gold OOIDS ... ... ...... 73 
Chargeil t'-at will be incurred for tha person Bent 50 

Tot,l Ba. :!Du-

At a Consultation, the '2nd February 17 42, the President rCIll'(''lCuts 
that several boats and vessels being in rewness to pr(JC~d northward 
the merchants have been very pressing for a convoy: At tins iuncture 
it is certain any of our vessels can be but ill spared from the lIDrncJl1I.ttl 
guard and nroteetion of o'ur island. The repeated da.ily ft>porb3 of the 
)faratha designs and of' lar~ bodies of' troops in oIU neighbourlj(Jlxl 
are so -generally known as noli to need a. reCItal, and though ~he 

• "PresidtOllt does not take upon him to assert the trutI.or blsity of tho30 
fumO'UfS, yet prudence forces him to dec1a.re t~t the' perfidY' of those 
peoIte can never admit or confidence in them. Consequently that our 
safety must depend on a constant guard being observed and $howmg a. 
relliliness to the utmost of our power to resist the.u: de~ign~. 'rho 
protection of the trade more immediately carried on by the snbjects anJ 
dependents of this is1a.nd is a du\y equally incumbent on..' us D1lJrc 
cspe~ny considering the numerous fovers who infest these p<lrts as \Ven' 
to the north as to the south. Any incapacity to protect our subject>! mu,,-t' 
inevitably sink our credIt and render us mean in the ejes even of our 
own people. Still it is extremely rufficult!or our force to prol'lde £0'; 
these sev.eral services. In the present ease, werct we to order, the, 
grabs now on: Warli to start as convoys to Surat, their return 'Y0~lJ. 

~ 1> ~ ... 

J Boll). Gov. Oon$lIUatlon, lOth'UCJ); ~T41, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740·41, 491-498.' , 
• Bam. Gov. Consultation, 6th N()v. 1741, Pnb. Dtaty U of174().4J. 452 •• ".0 
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dLpenu on the ()oming h],ck of the vessels and boats, who proceed to 
Camu.'\y -and other ports furlher northward. Meanwhile the extent 
of this ii!1l1hl from },IalaMr Point to tbe"entl'ance or Mllhim liver,., 
wvuld be exposed to a descent from the MaratMs. On the whole 
therefore the) President. proposes that the Tnal sloop with one of the 
largest gali,ats be appointed to proceed with the merchant vessels for 
Surat j an..! that orders be privately sent to the Commanders of the 
Bomba!! and fle.~t()r{liioll grabs to see them as high as St. John's aud 
th(>u in~tantly return back. This will not reqUITe many: days anJ 
th0 others may with little danger go on to Surat and with the addition 
of the London sloop and Tiger galivat now there, they wIll be or 
competent force to protect the boats to the other northern places. 
Thl\t the gentlemen at Surat must be directed to give us precise 
informatiou of the day they intend to despatch them back, when we 
roa taKl' the proper measures and ord!r,l vessels to meet and secure 
tht'Ul in their passsage hither. After tull consideration the IlIilmbers 
agQ't} witil tile President j and the Superintendent is dirL'Cted to give 
the l)!'oper or{J.ers to the vessels comormable to this.:resolution.1 

At the same meeting (2nd February 1742) the ~oard consider the 
request of the Bombay custom master f~r directions regardin" the 
rates of convoy to be levied on small shibaTS. According t"o the 
present 8<'<11e, a boat of only 20 fhq,ndis pays equal to one of 100. In 
order to jmt the same on a more equitable footing it is dIrected that 
in future all boats under 20 khandis pay no convoy duty, from 20 
to 50 khandis Rs. 5, and from SOto 100 khaT/dis Us. 10 each ~rip or 
voyage. The existing .rates on larger vessels to be oontinued.2 

A Consultation of 2nd March 1742 recoMs the followibg: A person 
now on the island belonging to the Cutch R'ilja requests some brass 
and iron guns may be sold him. It is certain we have brass guns in 
"tow, and, though for many obvious reasons the Board ate against the 
s.~e of such articles, as our Honourable Masters were at a great 
eXpeDRe in procuring and sending the guns h.ther w:?th the Obj~ct of 
~'Curitig a llfofitable sale, it is agreed to empower the storekeeper to' 
di~'po~e .0£ the number desired, being eight of 2, 3, 4, and 6 pounders' 
1ra8s C81ll1Qn, cha.r~ng at the rate of Rs. 120 the cwt.s .. 

.A letter from the Court dated the 11th March 1742 notices that by 
the Consultation of the 3rdApril17 41 it appears that three of our ve§sels 
ordered on a. cruise to the south, instead of continuing the same, put 
into Goa and· stayed there for some time at the VieeToy's desire. 
Though this met with approbation at BombaY7 we can tly no means 
acqil.ksce in it. Our marine force js not designed for the defence of 
other people's territories, to the neglect of our own trade and "the 
el.{lQ!11lre of it to Angria.'s depredatiollS.4 

Intbe 8aDle letter of the 11th March the Directors continue: We ard 
greatly dissatisfied that the Rose galley should again be sent to 1.fokba. 
contrary to our former orders. Once for all we "absolutely forbid the , . 

'I' Born. Gov. O~~sultatioD, 2~d Feb~ 1742, Pub. DiIlrY 15 of 1741-42, 63-65 •• 
: Bol'n. Gov. Consulta.tion, 2nd Fe.b. 1742, Pab. Dutry 15 of 1141-42, 66. • 
J P ..... m. Gov. ConsultatlOn, 2nd :Marcb 1742, Pub.l>lary 15 of 1741.42,.122 •• 
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Bonding any of our vessels to Mokha' in futnre. Our desv"u in main. 
taimng them can be answered ouly by th(>ir constant ~mlllQ.rmt'Dfi 

.against the enemy and in wMehing h19 motions.l 

AConsultation of 11th Septeniber 1742 record1l!.This day had. an 
excecdllllfly hard storm of 'wind and rain. The ships In the road dron' 
:from theIr anchors, and a large }Ioor ship parting her cablel! ran Ilf,horc 
ootween Cross Island and Dongri. The tlomer8~tt and Sallsb~/r!l ran 
foul, the Bomersett breaking her main yard and part of the gUat ter plIo),. 
and receIving, it is believed, other damage; the Salil.oMy's hearl was 
carried away and part of the cut' water. The gale was so el:Cc8~Wll as 
has not been exceeded in the memory of many now on the Spot.2 . 

Tllree davs later, 14th September, the President lays before tha 
Council reports from the several outposts of the damage done through 
the late stonn': Mazgaon Fort house untlled; the tba.tchcd posts at Coolq , 
Bandar and Sidi Banda.r mown down; also Drong Battery, though 
having a thick w~l of stones and covered wjth tiles; Suri housell or 
sheds untiIed; and the gnard rooms to the eastward very }('aky, thouglt 
paved' with stone cemented with mortar; Candala and Manne Batteries 
nntiled and the roof so damaged. that the sepoys guarding there ca.n havo 
no shelter when it rains. The President goes' on to observe that 
Mazgaon is of no strength and that Cooley and Sidi Bandars are all 
the same as is Drong Battery. These places are of no furthcl'''llse than 
to prevent boats landing front SaIsette or the main, and hmder l'eoJllo 
gomg off this island, no boats being permitted to land in any of tho 
bays or creeks bet'i'ixt Sion and Suri or 8url and Bombay wlthuut. 
first having a permit from the customer of B'ombay or Marum. Sun 
commands a large bay and h,s been thought a necessary secunty that 
way. As he conceives aU:the pre-mentioned small posts are reqUlbite for 
answering the end proposed, he notes that making light cajan hutches 
(If roofs with ordinary tiles only draws on a constant expetl£e and in the 
end is much more chargeable than dD~g them well at first. ProvidliJ 
they are thought neceS'sary, he proposes to direct the engineer to 

.estimate the expense at every place for rendering them firm and flee-lIre, 
subject .Dnly hereafter to the tJuning of tiles, which is hut a smaH 

··roatter. To this the Boa.rd agree, and will formjpeir determination 
when the.estrmate is laid before them.' 

That tWD days later (t 6th September) details were submitted sbowing 
in the 11 arum and Bombay.orchards the storm had blown down ]! jaLks, 
517 cocoa-palms,3 brabs, 20 betelpalms, 71 mangoes, and 2 poons.4 

. On the 13th March 1743 the Court write!' In case you hayo 
reason to apprehend that any spef)ies of goods will at 2(JIOO, perioils 
sell 'better a.t Surat than Bombay, we would have them disposed o! 
accordingly, although in general we choose that the sales shoulJ tJti 
made on the island in order to render it the grand mart on your aida 
of India..o - ~ 
t 

'1 Coort to Bombay llth Mal'. 1142 par&. 65, Pub. Dep. C~'8 L. Vol. II of 1742·51. g: ~ 
• Bom. Gov. COllSlIlt&tioD, "11th Sept. 1712,PIlb. Diuy 15 of l'i414~ .428. 
a BoUl. GOY. CO\lsultlltion • .14th Sept. 1742, Pub.. Ihary }5 of 1741·42,. 438·439.. 
4.BoUl. Gov. Diary 16th Feb. 1142, hI>. Dl~ 1.600141-42, 441. '," 
.~ OQUl't$o BQmblLY lJth Mar.) 743 parGo 41, r,llb. Pep. Ct:1 L. Vol. hf ).if~ -Wil. 
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French War (1744 t!o 1.803). 

On tho 10th Anril 17 U the Court of I~Directors wrote: The decla
ration of ",m' wit.h Fmnee and Spain requires you and all our 
S('rmnts to ('xert all possible sagaCIty I or the preservation of Oul' 
l)tol'crty trade aml estate. 'Our lSecrelt'Var Committee for the em
r(':;t .rear are Samuel F~ke, Dodding Bl'~ldyn, Alexander Hume, aUtI 
" 111m.m Mabbott, Esq1.ures, or any thrffi of them. What orders and 
ulrectlOns may be given by those gentle\men £01' the security of our 
shipping and settlements must be stlictl'y complied with and obeyed 
n31f signed by the whole Court of Directolls.1 

On the 10th Janl1al'Y 1745 the Court \wrote: With respect to the 
Smat 1'1~ooood.s, as the war has put a stop ;to the Guinea trade, we are 
oLliged to direct you, if it can conveniel~tly be done, to lessen- the 
iuvestment ordered last year. As you m;ay depend upon having very 
small orders from us this year for Gui~ea goods, we desire you to 
forwaru a large stock or treasure to Bengal for carrying on our 
important investmeut there.2 1 

A Consultation of the 26th April 17 46 ~rds: For the protection 
of the Honourable Company's trade ,n these parts against the 
{leprOOations of the French and Spaniards, the King has been pleased 
to bend out eight men-of-war woo have ·taken all the French ships 
rctummg from China with those froIrl,' the Gulfs of M:okha and 
P\!rlii~ with some others of less note. O~l.e of His> Majesty's ships is 
lloW here and four more are expected.s ~ 

tl'he 7th }'fay 1746 the Directors wribt,,: His Majesty having 
jmlged proper that a squadron of his ship$ should -cruise lI>oooainsi; the 
french and Spaniards in the Indian Seas, \ron must not enter into 
any neutrality.!. \ I 

At lit Consultation of 23rd October 174ft the Council Jerold: 
Reports of the French having taken F~rt. St. George being 
come to our black merchants from their corr~spondents at diJferent 
parts, as like\vise ~ the President from Tellicherry and Goa, with the 
adilitlOual circumstance noticed in all those advices that the next 
de;;igns of the French are against this place and the Honoumble 
Compa.ny's pepper settlements, it behoves the Board, as the coast 
behlements were supplied by the Pelh/lm with such stores as could be 
I!'pared, to provide for the s:l.£ety of this island. Although Bombay is 
in good condition aoo-ainst all country enemies, yet as the European 
planner of atta.ckiug a town differs' widely frotn that of the Indians, 
some additional works are judged necessary towards the sea side,: the 

I Court to Bombay 10th Ap~il 1744 par"". Z and 3, Pub. Dep., Coun's Letters 
Vol. 3 of l142 -17;;1, 105. These orders were repeated in letters of the 21st Dec. 1744 

"and ofthe 10th Jan. 1745, Vol. 3, 113, 114. 117. 
, J Ooartto Bombay 10th Js.n. 17i5 paras. 12 and 13, Pub. Dep Court's L. Vol. 3 of 

1742.1751,118. 
• Bom. Gov ConsIlltatlOn,26th April 17<!6, Pub DIary 19 of 1746.139. 
4-Court to Bombay 7th May 1746 l:fl.ra 29 Pab. Dep. C,mrt's L. Vol. 8 of 1742· 

175l, 129. . 
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better to annoy such ships of)the enemy as may be stationed in ihl) 
road to bombard. the towp.;t considering also that, tho lJl'uAe ;,l .. "p'. 
complement of 8rulors a.nd.de~1;:aChment of soldIers wdll,e a C()tl,iJI'!~tj,l,. 
ad,dJ.tjon to our f01'ce, the }3pa, ·d is of opinjon she had better h~ tll'l.lllH.J 
for that PUI·pose. This is s eciaUy suita.ble as th~ i$UCO(N g"l,lltll' a 
good sailing vessel, is now ,nder despat!l.h to the Gulf of Pl'I'f>IfI,: 'I,y 
whom our advices to the Han mabIe Company may be fOl"wa\lled \dwn 
we can learn more certam and pal'ticul3tr accounts con~el'lIml!" tlie 
misfortune befallen Madras. Resolved, therefore, that the Do"], l'ic]' 
Head be enlarged so- as to mount nine guns in the f<wo 1 OWI'I ,1; 
the road and two more for .nkjng the face of the Royal Hashlll!; thJ.t 
the wall of communieationl duly repaired, the foundation or Wllldl 
not being at first properly's stained is much weakened hy the Ull1bLi1ut 

.washing -of the sea and art of it actually fallen; that /I,~ the 
~On(htlOn of the casemate part of the saId bashon is 81) badu" to 
·render any gul):S placed ther " unserviceable, it must be pulled d, m n 3.11(1 

1\, dry ditch made a.long thl)' face of the said bastion, tho encl()~lI n'H (If 
,that ca..«emated part nQt bei'(1g above ,two fe.:t from the SUl'£.~CI! of the 
ground.! 

The same Consultation co~tinnes: With regard to the l'einfotl)!'mcnt8 
required to preserve this lsI nd against any attempts of the }'}cll!)h, 
·the President acquaints th Board that the French have wntten to 
Goa for whea.t, arrack, and other necessaries to be provided thel''' £01 

their fleet. In return for t is It may not be unreasonable to conjecture 
that the Portuguese will et the French to assist in retlLlnIlg' their 
northern territories from th Marathas. Should the French agloe and 
succeed, our enemy wlll e the use of the port of 13assem witlun 
seven leagues of this'islapd Instead of joining the Portuguese, BlIou!!! 
the FI'oneh directly on, co ng attempt this island, it is observed I,hat all 
,advicesnotici'thatinretul'lA orpresentstheywel'e befriended by the Nl1Ibof; 
of Arcot. Though we ~ve no reason to doubt BAjintv's W1llingnehs 
~Q ketW on goo~ terms iWlth this ,Government, yet some of hib lJetty 
governors of sea-ports fnay probahly be brought over by prebcnts to 
a.ssist our enemy. Takiing all the circumstances into con~iucmii()n, it 
'is una.ft.imously agreed: that the PreSIdent write to the Chief of SUt'll.t 
to r:eise with all pos»ible expedition for the present SC3,f,on 2()OU 
men of arms consisting of Arabs Turks and others oi dIfferent 
.nari{}ns, pl'efeJ;able to their being all Moors or of any othol' one 
nation. Further, as the SidIS are a. very re~olute and warlIke 11('ople, 
and frOID the assistance they have often received' lIkely to be 
attached to 'this Government, lt is resolved to send to Janjlra Captain 
James Sterling, who speaks the language, with the President'::! letter 

:to -the Sldi asking leave to enlist 200 men. Except a party of 
about 200, the Sidls and. the 2000 recruits from Surat Wlll be 
.encamped in the body of the island. .ready on the shortest notice to be 
sent to any pait wh~re they may be wanted. That the Honourable 
Company's covenant servants, with such other English inhabitants as arB 
capable of bearing arms, be stationed upon the works iu BU1::h man.ner 

• " Bon;' Go... Con.uJt~tlOn. 231d, 09t. l'HG, Pub~ Di~l'.Y l,~ of 17406, 3(;2 j\lId 
Forrest s Home Series, Il. 78 -79. 
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as.the Go,ernar ",bll appoint, and· that a.rms~he accordingly delivered 
out to them. As the French are represented to he so very powerful, 
It is judged proper that tho treasure at tll' coast settlements, more 
than what is nectlS&lory fOf their immediate eiIl..."es, should he removed 
to some neutral ~rt or other place of s urity. Agreed that the 
Prc~ident write to the Chiefs of 'I'alliebarr. and Anjengo what is 
llL"CCSl5a.r,r ou this subject. In case the Fren1 fleet intends to come 
upon thiS coast, they wIll in ail probability 11.1" ive about the end of next 
month (X ov-ember). To seaure our having th{ quickest advices of them 
it \\ ill lIC necessary th,'\t Tellicherry be not without a. small- advice boat; 
nnd that it be wrote to Anjengo to send aU necf;sary adviccs thither in 
the mo~t expe<htious manner. The :French malY be expected to call at 
(h)ll far such pl'O\-isions and necessa11es as are (there in readiness; it is 
jnJgt;'d proper that a. boat with an intelligent /Person be hkewise sent 
tv Goa. t{) bring such advices of the French:.s nfay be necessary,l 

Fourthys htel'(27th October 1746) ~ Consultation records: Received 
}'r paiamar express a letter of the 23rd Octdtber from the Chief and 
Factors al Surat, acquainting us that the }'rench Chief there has 
re('eived letters from Pondicherry, under dat\e the lath September, 
adviFing that Monsieur La llourdonnais went l)y land to Madras with 
550 Europeans and for three days bombarded lihe fort by land, as diel 
their ~hips by sea, and that on the- day of writin2\ (September lOth) they 
took it j that none of their people were w~unded,bl\t they take no notice of 
the robS of the English; that Tru::wari had likewtise received letters in 
28 days trom Madras and 25. from Arcot, advUring that the French, 
to the number of 5000 Europeans and IndianS'~: a.ttacked the place 
for tw6 days, while eight of their ships bombard it from the sea j that 
GU\ ernor Morse, not findIng the pla.oe ·de~en.si' Ie) delivered it up 
on the lOth and afterwards ransomed it for l~ lakhs of pagodas 
(lis. 33 l.lkhs) , eight to be paidinunediately and the (rest to be made good 
in a few days when the French were to deliver the p~ to t'he Englli.h.2 

Next day (28th October 1746) has this entr,y: R ccived by patumar 
& letter from the Chief and :Factors. at Surat, dat the 2]st Ocfuber. 
;LCkuO\-Hedging receipt of OUl'S of the 3ci and ad 'sing us that the. 
t'ranch took Madras on the 10th September (0. S.); th;a.t the French had 
::000 Europeans and 10,000 of the Karnatak men, 4nd thaMhair fleet· 
was actually in Madras Road. As there was no ne\vs of our men-()f~ 
w~r it was supposed they were gone to the eastwardJ not tiniling 
themf>l:Ives alDatch for the French fleet.s 

A Consultation of the 30th October reoords the follQWlng :f'urtner 
irUQrmatiou: The French had' 5000 men whom by giving the governor 
of Afcot one lakh of pagodas. they were able t(} land a.t St. rfhomas ; 
that in three daylS they bad about 100 men killed and that our men suttered 
likewice; that though the place was well stored with ammunition, pro-
vu,ion and tuen~ OIl the fourth day Gov~rnor Morse thought proper to sur .. 

I Born. Gov, Consult~tJon. 23rd Oct. :l.74G,l'ub. Diary 19 of 1746,4,*5 ·447. 
, 130m. Gov, ConsultatIon, 27th O"t.l746, Pnb. DJary ].9 qf fi46. ~fH· 35i. FQlT\lllt~ 
~6~~n~ - I 
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• 
render on thefoUowing tel IDS: To pay the French eleven laktJl;ofpago<\lIs 
and to deliver them the iompany's goods that were (]It the !!}lOt, lI.£tel' 
whieh the place was to be restored to the English; that the fint 
T6yment of eight lakhs of pagodas had. been made and the Coml,u.ny't/ 
goods sent on boord the French ships, a.nd that ur Ilr day or two th!! 
remaining three llikhs '\II Ould be discharged. The :French l\ollJd tbl'u 
deliver the place and re urn to Pondiclierry. That the Fren .. h £lilt 
not plunder one hous~.. nor ilid a. pnvate pe1'llOD lose a rupee; that 
dUJ'mg the three days tile gates were shut the country peons v. hom 
the English had enterh!. ned had broken' down several housell nu.l 
committed Ilome rObb~ries, That the English at Tellichcrry had 
removed their effects to a.licut, expecting evcry moment to he atwkctl 
by the French who had some ships cruismg there, a.nd that they had 
taken II> vessel out of Tellilcherry Road Certa.in Armenian advicell added 
the followmg details: T~l3.t the French bombarded Madms three llayli 
and on the fourth day Glove~or Morse delivered it.to the Ii'rench, who 
seIzed English. goods je.,'els and money to the amount of ten muliolJI! 
of pagodas and sent it tJ{y their ships to Ponilicherry; that they tQuchet] 
notln~ that was Claimtd by the Armenians or country people; tha.t 
after the place was pI mdered, Monsieur La Bourdonnais agrocd to 
dclIveritto the English i consideration of eleven Iakllll of pagodas. With 
this Governor Dupleix as displeased and desired Moll. La llourdonnai3 
either to raze the pI or to keep it till orders arri\-ed from }'rance 
This ,La. BOUldonnais efuflCd to do, saying he would be answerable W 
the King for Iris actio s The French were to leave .lIadrdS the 29th 
September and pr£¥)e ~ to other conquests.1 

A Consultation of the a,d April 1747 records: It being p11oba.Lle 
that during the rai we.shall have no occasion for the northern forces 
that were ra.ised a inst. any French a.ttempt on this bland, it is 
agreed that, pxcept the 200 Sidis who, if willing, may go to Fort St. 
David, they may 'I'th a month's wa.ge be discharged and sent to Surat 
on the f"ince88.i1i<~g'U8ta and the other vesselS' now bound thither.' 

The 24th Apri~J the Council record: Considering what supplies of 
men ca.n be possiMy spared fOf Fprt'St. Da.vid, it is agreed that Eru<ign 
Williams, with 6$ European soldiers, 200 good topasscs, and, as the 
Sidis decline to ~, n5 of our garrison sepoys, including their officers, 
be sent to Madras under command of Captam Thomas Andrews j also 

'tUx 'quarter gunners under the direction of Mr. Hugh Flinn, our 
-gunner's first mate. Directed, therefore, tha.tCapta.inAndrews with the 
European soldiers takc passage on boord the W «1"wick ; that En..,ign 
Williallli! with the topasses proceed on the llch&te:r j and that Mr. 
:Phun, with the quarter gunners as a.lso the sepoys, La sent on the 
21'iJnCl388 Augusta.' . 

The 25th Febrna.ry 1747 the Co~t wrote ~ The tMO to G~inea 
-continuing :very dull ,a.nd not .likely ,to -improve during the "War, 

1 Bom. Gov. ConsultAtion, 30th Oct. 1746, ..Pub. Diary 19 'of 1746,' 35j-Ui. 
.Forrest's Home Series, II. So. 

'Born. flov. Consultation. :lrd Apr111747, rub. DIlL':y20 of 1741. 104-
~ .&m.rGov, Comul~tlon, ~4~k AlIrlll'147; Pub. DWl 20 oflH7, 11:t, , 
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our oorvants at Surnt must n~t exceed the quantity of piecegoods 
mentiOned in the list of investment.l ti • 

The 2nd December 1748 the Court wrote: A trt'aty of general ~ 
peace is happily ooncluded between Great Britain France and Holland, 
t<) wllich Germany Spain and the other powers ello<raged in the late 
W.1f h~ve acceded.' • • 

During the time of uneasiness the rela.tions with the Sidi and the 
arrangements regarding U nderi continued satisfacl-ory. A Consulta.
tum of the lOth May 1745 records: The Sidls commanding officer at 
U nd~l'i having written the President of his necessity for laying in 
provisions for the rainy season, the Board decide that Rupji Dhanji soo 
St) ?norahs of rutty and other stores be duly provided by the Sidi'a 
agent and the amount be paid out of the treasury and bills taken for 
the same.s ,. 

At a Consultation tbe 26th April 1746 Government observe that 
notwithstanding the Sidis are somewhat backward in discharging 
their debt, yet as the expense of assisting them to keep U nderi is now 
only about Rs. 650 a month, it is agreed that we continue helping 
them to preserve that island from fdlling into the Marathas' or the 
Angrias' hands.1 

'Ihe 7th May 1746 the Court of Directors write: We observe with 
satisfat'boIl that our Chief and Council at Surat have at length fully 
recovered the Sidi's debt. We acquiesce in your taking the island of 
Underi under our protection for twelve monthlil, the Sldis having 
'Cngaged to pay the whole expense, and made over the island to us as 
a security. See to it at the years end 'tha,P they duly reinIburse tho I' 
charge.6 

A Consultation aated 19th June 1747 records: The.Sidis having 
some few days past desired to be (',ased of the charge of maintaining 
our people at Underi, the President acquaints the Board that, ~ at 
thl~ time of the year the Sidis are under no apprehensions of being 
attacked, he ordered the account to be made up to the end of April~ 
'TIle result was a balance of Rs. 2001-2-47 against the Sidi, ~f which. 
Rs.681-1-64 were the charge of maintaining our people at-Underi 
from the end of January to the end of April, and the remaining 
'lis. 1320-0-83 were for sundry stores the Sidis desired to keep for 
HIe defence of the island. This account was accepted by the govern
ing Siili and laid on the CounCIl table. The President further acquaints 
the Board that he has received a letter from the Sidi's KillediU' or chief 

. officer at U nderi, informing him bf his having surprised the fort of 
Thai, which was in the possession of Manaji Angria. To mainta1n the 
garrison at Thal· the Killedar desires he may be supplied with 400 

, I Oourt to Borobay2Sth Feb. 1747 para U Public Dep. Court's L. Vol. 3 of 1742· 
1751,139. ' 

j Court to Bombay 2nd Dec. 1748.1751 para.. 4, Court'. L. Vol. 3 of 1142·1751. 
~ Boro. Gov. ConsultatIOn, lOth lIIay 1745, Pub Dlary 18 of 1744.45,158. 
f Bom. Gov. Consultatlon, 26tb ApnI1746, Pub. Dtary 19 of 1746, 133. 
~'Court to. Bombay 7th May 1746 pa.1B 31. Pub. DcI'. Comt's L. Vol. j of 174.2· 
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M.usalmall scpoys for the sp:we of bne month with sundry WII,l'liko 
stares. On this the President observes that as in 1737 tIllS (jov~ru
ment mewated a peace bet,~ecn the Sidis ..and Manaji Angria, wherein 
on certain conditIon.'! it was stipulated that the wstrict of '1'hal sholllJ 
belong to Mallaji, especially while .Ullderi was und~r the Oom111111Y'S 
plOtection, it was wrong in the Sidis, unless. from some special cause, to 
commit any hostilities agaJnst l\-tanajl witthout pl'eviously advismg the 
Bombay Government to prevent M iinnjl taking offence. The PresH.lclJt 
proposes wnting to assure Man6ji that he was entirely lInMquaint.:d 
with the capture of ThaI till the affair was over. The President furthpl' 
proposes to wrIte to the Sidi to know ills reasons for seizing the fort of 
ThaI, and to say with regard to the stores that it is not consistent with 
the Honourable Company's orders for us to spare them. St111 as they 
o.re ill fl'lendshlp Wlth us they may purchase them In Bombay if they 
are to be had. As to the l'eq$ition fOl' sepoys, the PreSident. oLsen ef! we 
have Done of our own to spare, but as they lately permitted us to onlu .. t 
people in their country it is but reciprocal they should ]lave the hke 
liberty here, although, it is believed, they will be able to find few 
in Bombay that WIll prove of much service. All this the ;DUll-til 
a,pproves.1 

The 13th October 1747 the President acquaints the Board tbltt Q, 

letter received on the 11th from ManBji Angl'ia ghres infol·mll.tion of 
rus ret{1king the fort of ThaI from the Sidis. As Manliji and the 
Bldis have hItherto bcen backward in commg to terms, the Pre!<iJent 
PI'OPOWS to endeavour to settle their differences on the !>arne good 
teI'ms as before-a result of great' advantage to the Sidis who, in a 
manner, are mainly supportlold by this Government. This the noard 
approves.2 

The 8th December, 1747 the President acquaints the Board that he 
i& informed the Sidi's killedar a.t Undel'i has had some thousand nlpees 
remitted from 818hu Raja and by various mformations seems to he 
I!ICtting"up for hlmself independent of the government of Janjil'a. 
Tills, the President is well assured, is contrary to the intentiolll> of 
"the Janiira govemmeut. As only 80 of our men, inc1udmg ofiice18, 
oare at U ndel'i, to prevent treachery on the part of the kllleQ.al', )le 
judges· it necessary to send to U ndel'i the Defiance pl'ahm8 wiih a 
'mi.htary officer and-40 men to assist our people ashore in case of neces
sity. To thIS the Board agrees.' 

A Oonsultation of the 8th March 1748 l'ecords: The Sidis at U lldol'i 
,as well as theogovel'mng Sidi at Janjira, wishing our people ant! pl'alillls 
to be withdrawn from U nderi as tae misuuderliltandlng between th('m 
is at-an end, resolved that our mell and boats be :wconlingly recalled 
and the accounts transmitted to J an~i}'a for the SJ(li'a apprvval and for 
giving bills on Sidi Masut at Surat for the amount.6 

I Bom. Gov. Consultation, 19th June 174,1, Pub. Dto.ry 20 of 1747, 212.213. 
,~Bom, Gov ConsuitatlOn,13th Oct. 114,7, Pub. Dla.ry 20 of 1747, 3111-368 • 
. PrahQ'J. for 'the Dutah praam, a fiat·botl;Ollled boat. Forrest's M.mltbfl 8encs, I. 

Pt. I 82,1 
• Bom,,'Gov. Cj:>usnltatiou, 8th Dec, IH'?, Pub. Dlary 20 of 1747, 4tll 
~ Bomi Gov. Cousultat1<lu, 8th Malch 1748, rub. Jho.r;r:11 of 17i8, tIS. 
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T\\o days later (10th March} the DefilInce and Tr;umph pJ'a'hms 
retllluell to Bombay from Underi Wlth aU the people that had been at 
Underi . .l 

On the 16th August 1745 in th~ Diary of the Court or Oyer aml 
Termmer, the eu\ry occurs: The Justices bemg this Jay as~elllblelt 
ag,,~eJ that the office or scavenger should be abolished and that the 
cle1 k of the market see to it that the inhabItants clcan the streets before 
thell' respectIve doors, or othcnVlse they Itre to be fined. The Justices 
fmther otdered tllat the prisoners sholtld be lemoved to thc allotted 
house in the Maline Yard and that the Shel'lff charge no commISSIOn 
upon the assessment.2 

A ('~nsuliatlOn the 1st July 1746 records: Sidi Masut requesting to 
l~ supphed \\ ith two four-pounder and SIX six-pounder Iron guns for the 
use of Ius gt'ab, the storekeeper is dIrected to delIver them accoHlmgly 
at the rate of Rs. 18 pel' cwt. the pl1ce lfMl'ged our own inhabitants. 
takmg care duly to receive the amount before the guns are delivered.s 

As lcgards the relations between the Bombay Government and the 
bca.l powers, the Court WIote,7th May 1746. We are very glad 
tha.t you continue on good terms WIth your neighbours the Marathas. 
For the benefit of our Island you will do well to cultivate a frIendship 
\I Ith them, always being watchful against any surprise. So long as 
theIr successors (successes) lD the countries adjacent to them do not 
encroach upon our property, or impede our investments, you must 
keep neuter Wlth respect to the contending parties,· 

In the following year (25th February 1747) the. Court resnme: We 
are hIghly pleased that you still ,continue on good teqp.s with the 
Mar-atMs, and entirely: approve of sparidg:,them a small quantity of 
"hot m order to aVOId all manner of disgust. Although for the 
Lenefit of the Island we recommend harmony and agreement with them, 
yet at the same time in the best manner to guard the passes or ferI'ies 
we mUbt cautlon you against surprise, by a strict disCIpline of the 
military stationed at the passes and in our vl3ilsels.6 • • 

Of Nadir Shah's (1740-1745) efforts to make Persia a maritimepowe~ 
a ConSllltation of the 19th January 1747 records: As the· common 
llCople belonging to Nadir 8Mh's two ships have been latli>ly very 
tlOublesome to the poorer sort of our inhabitants, the President 
acquamts the Board that to prevent the ill consequences that mIght 
otherWlse en~lle, he has given ordel's forbIdding tho~ people to go out 
of the towu gates.6 

I Born. Gov. ConsultatIOn, lOth March i748, Pub, DUlry 21 of 1748,89. 
~ Thary of Court of Oyer and Termmer, 16th Aug. 1745, Vol. U9 of lUll'-1741i. 

61· CZ \ Fo ... est's Home Series, II. 412. 
3 Born. Gov Consultation, 1st July 1746, Pub. Diary 19 of 1146, 212. 
• Court to Bombay 7th May 1746 paras. 26 and 27, Pub, Dep. Court's L. Vol. 3 of 

1742 -1701,128 
, • Court to Bombay 25th Feb. 1747 para 47, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 8 of 
1742-751,139-140 . 
• B Bombay Gov Consultation 19th January 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 27. W!J.an 
the mmd of Na.ilr (1745) wa. III it. most disturbed and frensied state, he contwued til 
brood {)vel' thOl!\l plAns which 1m hOO eherl.hed m bis happier days. He' anlllously 
Mstred to encourage trade I aml thought that hIS countr~ would not only become 
wealthier, bull more 1"lwerful, If he could form a navy. Tile lIid of an euterprislRg but 
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In their letter or the 25th Februa.ry 1747 the Cotll't al)provc the 
pUnIshment inflicted on contraband trade with Angria. They Wl.'ito : 
'1'he laudable fine and eonfis~ation for the contraband trooe wIth Angrh 
carried on by one of your inhabitants" will deter others from such 
illicit bad practIces.! 

In the same letter (25th February 1747) the Court add: We 
entirely approve the protection granted ~o a wealthy merchant WIIO 

retired from Surat. We perceive wIth satisfaction that the Moghal 
government at Sm·at was not offended or at least shewed no resentmtln t 
upon the occasion.2 

Some inhabitants of Bombay having been detected in letting out 
six fishing boats to freight to one Trimbak Pant, a merchant of SalRlltte, 
contrary to a pubhcatIOn issued by this Government in February IHO, 
the Bombay_Counml at their Consultation on 7th September 1747 ro
solved that the owners of fiv~ of the vessels burthening 100 khandls IJC 
fined in the sum of Rs 100 each, and that the owner of the sixth hemg· 
above that burtben be fined Rs. 200. This, it is hoped, will deter othel' 
people from a practice which may involve this Government in dislJUteS" 
with our neighbours.s 

A Consultation of the 10th August 1747 has the followiM entry on 
dear grain and cheap cloth: Mr. Fraser urges that at Surat ,duttys and 
baftas are now bought from fifteen to twenty-five per cent cheaper 
than last year. In reply the Council are satisfied that though tills may 
be true with respect to small quantities or ordmary sorts, the Honour-. 
able Company's Investment being in large quantities and on a mustel· 
of a certam mamffacture, the contractors are obllged to advance 
considerableosums to the wea.vers ,¢ho are generally poor. It is weH 
known the calamities in e.nd about Surat were so great that people 
perished dally for want, or sold their cmldren to support themselves. 
ThiS doubtless.rendered it hazal·dous for the contractors to advance any 
money lest necessity should oblige the undertakers to disburse it 01' at 
least some part Qf it for .their present support. These circumstances 

indiscreet Englishll\lLn (Mr. Elton) enalJled him to commence the execntion or this 
proJect on 'be CaapllLD. But the effort produced no benelit to Pcrsw.; and, hy exuLmg 
"'be jealoltsy of RUBSl&, proved destructive to an infant commerce, wlnch Brlthlh 
mercbants had estabhshed In that quarter. NAdir had alqo ordered ships to be built 011 

the shores of tbe PerslItn Gulf; and, with the true Splllt of an unreflectmg despot. 
commanded that t,mber for that purpose shonld be conveyed from the forests of 
Mazenderau, a distance of more than SIX hundred miles, and through a country whwl. 
bad neither canals roads nor wheel cm rIages. 'l'he inhabitants of the interveuing 
provinces were cpmpelled to contnbute thel. labour to this object, whIch waa never 
accomplIshed. The rude flbs of an m·colllltructed vessel were to be seen some years ago 
on the beach at Abnsheber, and soemed spared to be tho In.morial of the folly of th,s 
attemut. He also directed an ImlD~nse quantity of marble to be carried from AJerlJOJan, 
to ornament hiS palace. at KelAt and Meshed, the transport of which caused almost .... 
much misery as conveying the timber. In 1810, I (say. SIr Jolm Malcolm) Vl~ltc(t the 
q~t'ry where this marble was found, and saw 8. great nnDlber of half-limshed blocks, 
whioh bad lam untouched since his death. This quarry i. on the banks of tho lake of 
?t~~ah, and about,elghteen miles from tho town of M.lrAga. MalcoJm's Persw. (1829). 

17~~o;;:. to Bombay 25th Feb. 1747 para 29, Pub. Dep. Court's L.,Vol.-a of 174:2. 

1.7~fo~~.to Bomb~ 25th Feb. 1747 para 48. Pub., Dep, Comt's 1.. Vol. 8 of 1142. 

8 Bom. Gov. Consult!\tion, 7th Sept. 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747,329. 
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and the de<ll'ness of indigo (which Mr. Fraser allows) confl\'m llS that 
he draws un unjust conclusion in asserting that the whole of the 
investment might have been contracted for ten per cent cheaper than 
last year. Mr. Fraser is the only peJ'son thf.tever ~sedanyl\rguments 
to prove that an inyestment could be made cheapest In a tIme of mIlline. 
Weare as anxious in realIty as MI. Fraser pretends to be that the 
Honourable Company's Investment sllOuld be provided on the easiest 
tt'Ims. For this purpose we~ve lately pressed the Surat gentlemen 
to stIr up as many competItors as possible (exclusive of Manekji whom. 
we had dismissed the semce), nor for the reasons before given can 
we justly deem Negar fit for the present investment, nClther can we 
consider the untImeliness and manner of preferrmg his proposals in 
anvother light than as already set forth, whatever gloss Mr. Fraser 
may put upon this trau-sactIon.! 

In reply to these strictures, on the 18th November 1747,. Mr. Fraser 
wrute from Surat: I will first lay before_you reasons which perhaps 
did not then occur to the Honourable Pl'eSldent and Council why in 
years when gram is deal est, cloth is cheapest and comes in greater 
cluantltles to market. In years of dear grain those who spm \he yarn 
wOlk twice as long as they do in tImes of plenty that theU' earnings 
may m some measure compensate for the dearness of provisions. By 
tills means yal n comes in greater quantIties to market and is cheaper. 
Still It is mainly owmg to the weavers that the great dIfference in the 
pnce of cloth anses. For whereas they formerly took five days to 
weave a piece of duttis and three days to weave a piece of hajtas, they 
now do It III half the time and so pl'Oportionately in all sorts of cloth. 
'l'lus OCcaSlOns a much larger quantity coming t'O market and the 
weavers are obbged to sen them off speedlly that they may be enabled 
to buy a little grain and 'more yarn to go to work anew. I have this 
season bought a cOllSlderable 'amount of dutiilf and baftas from 20 to 
25 per cent cheaper than last season. What confirms the tl'Uth of 
Hus Leyond all contradIctIon is that our contractors agreed this year 
for the 16 and 9 duttis for chinls which ar~ two v~ry cOllSlderable 
articles lU the present investment at Rs. 85 and 81 per corge, for which 
SOl til they last year paid 96 "and 55 (85 ?).~ 

U ron this the Bombay Government observe (24th November ·17 47) : 
With regard to l\fr Fraser's assertion that cloth is cheapest wheJ! gl'am 
IS de..'\rest, it is what we caunot comprehend, nor consequently have we 
any rea~on to alter our former sentiments on this head as expressed in 
our COllbultation of the lOth August. However, it is agl'eed to defer 
thIS, as aho what he asserts concerning the certificates sa.id by him to 
be signed and sealed by several principal merchants (whIch the Chief 
and l<'actors seem to doubt) and the" low prices given by the Dutch for 
the,r investment to be fully enqUIred int,o by the gentlemen at Sul'at j 
though WIth regard to the latter it may not be improper to remark 
thai, It is notorious that the Dutch aecept such goods as are from time 
~ ... tIme rejected at our Factory for being inferior to muster.S 

~ 130m. Gov. ConsultatIon, 10th Aug, 1747, Pub. Dmry 20 of 1747,266.267. 
~ Mr, Frailer to Mr T MarRh, Surat 18th Nov 1747, Pub. Dlary 20 of 1747,442. 
S Born. Gov, Con.nltat!on, 24th Nov. 1747, Pub, Dlary 20 of 1141,440. 
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On the 15th March 1748, on the subject of the general imprOVeIl1efl~ 
of Bombay, the Court write : We ire encouraged to believe our j~blld 
of Bombay may be rendered a very advantageous settlement B,nd },)b9 
expensive to us. To tUls end therefore we positively ducct and 
require that by the' c:,crClsc of a mild good goverllp1\Jnt, 1!copb f"om 
other parts may be mduced to come and resIde under our pro tee twa. 
Let there be enth'e justIce exerClsed to an persons without chstinc\.Jon, 
an open trade allowed to aU, and as of too as necessary or as the fvrce 
allotted will e:dable you, let convoys be provided to the ships and "es~dg 
in a body. In this we require exactness as much depends upon it. An 
able honest man must ever direct the custom-houses at Bomb:1Y as 
well as at Mlihim. No preference must be given to any merchltllt, over 
others, for as all must and will pay our duties, no dIstinction ~hould 
be made under any pretence. A constant steady pursuance of theqe 
rules will naturally draw people to leave the oppressions of other 
countly governments, and ~ome to you while freedom and exact justIce 
subsist m our settlements. And because the inhabitants will coustu.lltly 
reqUIre materials for bU11ding and provisions for their families, whICh 
must be brought to the island, we dIrect that no obstructions he gwen 
in thIS 01' more duties charged thereon than may be publIcly estahlIshed. 
Be particula.rly -careful tha.t our servants take no fees or PCl'(lUlsites 
that are not consonant with reru.on 01' the ease and freedom of the 
inhabItants. We are determined to resent oppression, be it by whom
soever excwised.! 

On 13th June 1748 a fire In the chawls where the topa,8S soldil'rs 
usually l'esIde con~umed 170 houses belonging to those poor people. 
As they were entirely unable to provide themselves new habitations, 
the Bombay Council, on 14th June 1748, agreed that the topasscs be 
advanced out of the Land Pay Office the sum of Rs. 241t ,to be 
stopped out of their monthly growing pay. The CoullcIl add: As 
thIS unha,pp~ a.()cident happened through those houses hl'ing built of 
tatters,(tnttls) and roofed Wlth cajans which are not only hable to catch 
fire but·difficult-to quench, to the great danger of thc merchants' 
houses and warehouses, it- is resolved that for the future no person 

'be per~lltted to build any house warehouse or out-houses withm the 
town unless the walls be of stone 01' mud and the roob be covel cd wilh 
tiles. 2 

Ten days later, 24th June, the Council add: There being rCm!on to 
believe that the flre of the 13th June was ~"l'eatly spread from a hOUSE 
full of hay, the President had ordered the provisional clerk of tll. 
market to take an exact account of all hay and straw kept Wlthin th, 
town. This account being now (2.f,th June 1748) laid bcfore the Boar( 
and -duly conSIdered, it is agreed that such inhabitants as have hay 0 

st:aw in their dwelling-houses be fined the sum of Re. 500 to be Wf 
trIb'?-ted by the land paymaster and captain commandant to such Po( 
soldiers a.nd other people as were suiferers in the la.te fire.' 

1 "Court to Bombay 15th Maroh 1148 'para 48, Pllb. Dep. Co~t's L., Vol. 3 
11~B-1751. 168·169. Oompilation of titandmg Ord. VoL 1 of 1115 ·1721. 131-135 

• om Gov. ConsultatJ.Ou, 14th June 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748. 188. 
Born. Olilll'. COllsultatIon, 24th,June 1148, 1'1Ib, Diary il of 1748, 196.11l1l. 
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As l'l'gards the protection of trade the Court write (17th lune 17481 : 
We rely on your continuing to employ the cruizers in the best manner 
for the protectIon of trade on the coast against Angria, and that you 
will al"o keep lus brother ?lIanaji in due sub]ection.1 

, Entries during the next bir season show the form of protection tllat 
was reqmred and supplied: 

The 6th October 1743 saill$l the Trial snow to join the T1·i'l.lmph 
In-awn and cruize between (Kimery) and Vesava for elldeavourmg 
to protect the small trade bound into this port from any enemy's 
gahvats.lI 

On the 21st October IHS the President acquaints the Board that 
instead of eruizing as he was ordered Captain Taylor in the Trial snow 
with the prahm under his direction lay three days at anchor off lVIahim, 
and that in consequence the enemy's galivats had taken eight of ow: 
fishing {)Qats from Warli stakes. That as Captain Taylor was in all 
respects unfit for that service the President judged it most for the 
safety of the T1-ial snow to order her into port and to keep in port tIll 
the season permitted of returning her to the other side. This the Board 
approves.3 • 

. A. Consultation on the 20th November 1748 records: Sundry gali
",at>! of the enemy's being in the offing, for the better security' of vessels 
that may be coming in, the following sailing orders are issued to 
Commodore Richard Crabb: On receipt hereof you are to weigh anchor 
and rrocced on a cruize between the island Canaree (Kenery) and -the 
fOJt ot Vcsava about a lea.",O'Ue to the northward of Mtthim Bar, keepIng 
in from 10 to 15 fathom water and standing in towa.rds this island once 
in 24 hours so as to be able to observe t4e signal of an Union Flag 
and Blue Flag under it, with one gun that may be made eIther at Warli 
or Old ,roman's Island, upon which yon are to make the best of your 
way into port aga.in.~ - • 

On the que$tion of the opium trade with ,the Straits and China 
the Court write (17th June 1743): As to th~ Dutch f'retensioos to an 
exclueive right of trade in opium in the Straits of Malacca and to-the 
eastward as adVlSed from Bengal and your place, we utterly deny such 
right. In caose our ships are.molested in carrying on (iur coinmerce, 
do you empower the commanders to resist such hostilities a~d ~ makE) 
lepm,als not only in defence of themselves but also of English country 
r.hips with your passes and BrItish commanders that may be in their 
company. Public notice must be given hereof by fixing this ow: order 
up in the severallangQages at every factory, as we are. informed the 
Dutch £Xed theirs up at Surat and other places." 

On the receIpt of these orders a Consultation of the 4th April 1749 
d:irect~ that a. copy of the following notmcation be transmitted to the 

l Courtto Bombay 17tb June 1748 para 7,Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 30fl742.17:1J. 
177. 

I Bom. Gov. Diary, 6th Oct. 1748. Pub. DIary 21 of 1748, 322. 
8 BOII1. Gol". Consulta.tlOD, 21st Oct. 1748. Pub. DIary 21 of 1148. 334. 
'Bom. Gov COWlultatlOD. 20th. Nov. 1748, Pub. Duny 21 of 1148-. 36J·364 • 
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Chief and :&.ctors at Surat to be ~ffixed at the usual p~C8 in that 
:factory.l _ 

Notification.-Thomas DOrl'ill Chief and one of the Council for aU 
forces and affairs of the Ho~ourable United English East IniLa Company 
under the Presidency of Bombay to all to whom t\l.ese presents shall 
come greetmg: Whereas the Dutch East IndIa Company by thQ chiefs 
of their several footones in India said to be by the authorlty of their 
General and CounCll at Batavia did in tlie yea.r 1746, by notificatioI! 
affixed at their respective factories, pretend to an exclusive TIght of 
trade in opium as set forth in said notification: To the end thereof that 
those tradmg under the protection of the Honourable United. English 
East India Company may not be discouraged from carrying on their 
lawful trade and commerce, they have thought proper in their commands 
to their PreSIdent and Council of Bombay, dated tbe 17th J une la~t, 
not only utterly to deny such a right to belong to the Dutch East 
India Company, but in calia any of their ships bhould be molested in 
carrying on their commerce to empower their said Prel'lldent anll 
CouncIl to give the commanders of such ships positive orders to resIst 
such hostilitIes and to make reprisals not only in defence of themselves 
but also of English country ships carrying their pass and navigated by 
a BrItish commander. The said Honourable United English Eallt Indulo 
Company being resolved and determined to suffer no infrmgement III 
their trade and commerce and that everyone may be appnsed thereof 
this declaration is ordered to be affixed at their several factories in the 
East Indies. 

Given at Surat in the factory of the Honourable English Company this 
.... , day of Apn11749, by order of the Honourable William Wake 
Esquire, President of and fop all affairs of the Honourable U nited Com~ 
pany of merchants of England trading to the East IndICs, on the 
coast of IndIa Persia and Arabia, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
his Majesty's Castle and Island .Bombay, and its dependencies,i 

In their letter of 30th August 1749 the Court repeat their well 
worn homily a~st gaming. It has been intlmated to ue that a spirit 
of gaming has lately prevai),ed among our servants at Bombay. As 

·w,e can lliace no trust or confidence in persons guilty of- that pernicious 
'VIce, yo~ must immediately make a stnct enquiry mto the beh.wiour 
of our several servants in this respect, and send us a. pa,rticular aceount 
of such enquiry and in the meantime reprimand suspend or even 
dlsmlSS them from our service accordlllg to the degree of their guilt.B 

A Consultation of the lOth February 1748 records: Received by 
patamar a letter from the Chief and :I!'actors at Surat, dated the Srd 
,February, acknowledging receipt 'Of a Bombay letter of the 15th 
J!lnUltry and acquainting us that the sltuaUon of affairs in that 
Clt~ WIll not possibly admit of their sendmg hither the sloop an~ 
ga.h~at., That the city gates were all shut, battel'les bUlIt by botl 
parties m every quarter of the 'town, and, besides the cannonadmg 

! pBomb DGov C01l8ultat,ion, 4th Apnl1749, rub. Diary 22 of 174Q. 90. 
~ u. ''''Ii 22 of 1749, 99. 
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between the Castle and DarMr, there al'e almost daJl, skirmishes 
and street fights. As the place Is'm the utmost confusIOn and illstless, 
the peoI,le belonging to their vessels are theIr only dependence, bhould 
anything bappen m ilieir part of the town.! • 

A ConbultatIon.two days later (12th February 1748) l'eeords: A 
further letter from the Chief at Surat, d.J.ted the 3rd, stating tbat on 
the 1st lIlstJ.nt :-afdarkhan Illd fa.11· for burning the "hole town by 
settIng fire to some camphor wart/houses wmch notwithstanding several 
messages sent by Achan to the Dal bar to desist firlllg that aJl IDlght 
jom ill putting out the flames, occasioned 400 houses to be consumed 
wIth a d.1!nage reckoned at 15 !.ikhs of rupees. Tha.t a counterpart 
of thIS "ould have been executed the mght after by the other party 
by way of revenge had It not been for the Chlef's remonstrances, the 
1'1d.n bemg hId for begmmng Wlth the officers' houses who commanded 
at the above pIece of cruelty.» 

After dIScussIOn agreed to forward the following letter from the 
PresIdent to the Cmef and Factors at Surat (Februal'Y 1748): If 
Saf.urkhan alone suffered the town to be set afire, surely such an 
aboIDlnaLle transaction must cause his own destructIon Doubtless you 
dId well III sendmg down the sloop and galivats, and I deme you wlil 
consider whether the treasure and what else she can take m of value 
would not be more safe on board the sloop. I know not what danger 
or inconvemences there ale in gorng up or down the river; but I Wlsh 
all of value were on board the sloop and the Allgu.~ta as soon as possible 
after her arnval at the bar. I imagine the force you have with the 
detJ.chment and gunners from the Augusta, are as many people as you 
know what to do Wlth in respect to the defence of the Factory a",o-ainst 
any enemies except fire. Your preventing AChan's commanding the 
llke abollllnable pracbce with Safdarkhan ·was very commendable, 
"mch baroonty IT pursued must meVltably and totally destroy the 
place You do not take notice in any of your letters what is to be 
arpl'ehended from Damalji's (Damaji Gaekwar's) being admitted into 
the CIty, namely, whether and if so on what t~rms he wulleavt!, should 
Acban carry h18 pomt in driving out Safdarkhan The same question 
ames in leapect to the coolies whom Safdarkhan has called to his' 
a;.S1stance ·While the contest is in progress it wlil be absurd for us to. 
bic1e Wlth either party as great asperSIOns would afterwarM ensue. 
But sUlely by this tIme you must know whether the Nizam be sincere 
in Achan's cause. If he is I judge this to be your most sure guidance. 
I imagme ele tlus you have Nazirjang's army not far distant from 
you when I should think you mIght engage with safety in favour of 
Achall whether he has the Moghal's authentic sanad or not. The fact 
that Safdal'khan set the town on· fire would fully vindicate all the 
European factors SIding with Achan. I can only further say· that 
I pIty your SItuation and wait with such patience as I am able the fate 
of the now mIserable CIty of Surat.s 

A Consultation of the 2nd October 1748 continues the account of 

I Born. Gov. Consult",tion, 10th Feb. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 46. 
• Born Gov. Consultatlon. 12th Feb. 1748, Pub. Dl&ry 21 of 1748, 47.48. 
3 The Presldent to the Chlef and Factors at Sura.t, Feb. 1748,. Pub. Diary 21 of 
~M,n·5~ _ 
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affairs at SUfat: An express boat from Surat brings a letter from the 
Chier and Factors there, dated the 28th ultimo, wherein they inform us 
that In violatIon or the treaty subsisting between !rim and Mia Achan 
on the 25th ultImo Safda'i'khan took by surprise three g'ates of. tI,e 
outward wall or Surat CIty, and on the 26th by bnbel'y possC6sed hil1r6lM 
of the Kllledar's semi, a strong bUlldmg near the outward walL rl'hat 
he has rmsed batteries against the inward wall and made an attack npnu 
the town so that the gates were all shut»and war actually commenced, 
Smce then Safdal'khan had been dally lllcreaaing his forces whICh then 
amounted to about 5000 men. That Moidm Khan had about 6000 
men in the town and castle. That these troubles haa-put'an entire stop 
to that part of the investment manufactured in and about Surat; nmther 
could the finest part <;Jf the investment, the goods in warehouse that 
reqUIre wlutenmg and calendering, be sent out to be 1J.nished.1 

At a Cllnsultation the 24th November 1748 the President lays before 
the Board letteis from the CIDef of 'Sur at, dated the 11th 12th and 13th 
instant, showing they were still in want of a number of sepoys for the 
securlty of the Honourable Company's factories and effects. Resolved 
that we take the opportunity of ten merchant ,hiba1'8 now IJound 
tllither to send them 200 sepoys with their officers It IS hoped that 
the Surat troubles will be settled without the Factory ent.el'lng upon 
action ShU conformable to our resolutions of the 3rd October thIS mu"t 
be left to the, ruscretion of the Croef and factors at 8m·at. The Roanl 
further held that as the prescnt troubles at Sm'at were an hindrance to 
the merchants of that city sendmg their ageu,s to bid at the BomlJay 
sales, the sale of the Honourable Company's goods which was to have 
been held to-morrow be defel'l'ed till tlie 23rd December,2 

Five. days later (29th Novembel' l748) the Diary records 'the receipt 
by patamm' of advices fiom the Chief and factors at SUlat, dated 
the 20th, acknowledging receipt of the detachment or mIlitary aud the 
train with the mOl'tars and shells sent upon the RestoruilO'l grab, and 
oovlsmg that as the consequences of 8afdarkhan's cruel disposihon in 
case of hts enteril1g the ci1;y was so justly dreaded by all sorts of peo]!le 
they found it necessary for th~ security of the Honourable Company's 
factories.and effects to 'employ those forces in support of :Mia Achan, 

·whose cause is also unanimously espoused by Sidi Masud, Chl'labi, and 
all othll\' prinCIpa.1 merchants. The Dutch- had declared themf,elves 
neuter, though it was well known they had assisted Safdallililin with 
money and ammunition. That they should keep the grabs at Surat Ub 

they had been obliged to take out part of their crews. And that tlle 
merchants hafj. deSIred to have the sale of the Honourahle Company's 
goods put off till the troubles in town were over. S 

On. the 16th December 17 48 th~ President receivcd word from the 
Chief of Surat, dated 9th instant, acquainting him of the SUCCehfJ o£ tho 
S~~t government against SafdalkMn by taking thl'ee of his batteries, 
spiking se'Y~ral of his guns, and killing his chief officer.~ , 

1 Born. Gov. Dlaty, 2nd Oct. 1748, Pub. Diary ,n of 1748,303-31». 
: ~om. Gov. ConsultatIon, 24th Nov. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 36S-ll69 • 
• r::,m. Gov. ConsultatIon, 29th Nov. 1148, ;Pub. DIary 21 of 1748, 370·371. 

m. Gov. Dla~y. 16th Dec. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748. 391~ 
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In the following rears (1750\.-1752) the unsettled stde of Surat 
continued Qne of the nlOst imp-prtant questio!ls for the Bombay 
Gov"l'llnwnt. \ 

At a Cunsultn,tion vn the lSt~ April i750 the Chief of Surat 
b..wing' represente!} to the Presidet~t that a few more milita.ry and 
~epoys may be necessary to countep.ance the Honourable Company's 
afiacl'S durmg the present unsettled state of the Surat government, 
the nooN. agreed to scnd 0'lI. the Drak6 ketch 18 Europeans 'with 
an offi .... -cr a.nd 12 sepoys and that ,they detam the keteh sloop and 
galiva.ts with the detachment on board, them during the rains.1 

A Consultation on the 14th Janll!l.ry li51 reminded the ChiO£ at 
Sttrat that in respect to the quarl'el bet\reen :Mia Achan and Ali N avaz 
KMn they wele strictly to observe the Honourable Oompany's orders 
not to make themselves parties in any disputes but to use all their good 
offices in 1ringmg disputes to a happy issue.s 

In tb",ir letter of the 9th April 1751 'the Surnt Chier and fa.ctors 
write: Since the capture of the Darbar the Sidi and Safdar Khan's 
eb.Vt" have seized on four merchants and shroffs and forced from them 
UP;\";1,1'Us of l~s. 40,000. 'lhat Achau's people had that day made a. 
sallvand destroyed the batteries which the other party were raising 
aga~ll~t the castle, -the cannon of which also greatly annoyed them. 
'lhat Achan reports he has IJrovisions and ammunition for two years 
and that he wI defend the fort to the utmost. On the other hand, 
the Sidi declares he intends to take and make himself governor of 
the castle and establish Safdar Khan governor of the Darbar. That 
the Gltwims, that is ghanim robbers or MaratMsp are retired out of 
the town and stop provisions and trade or all kinds from comi~ 
iuti) it, threatening to return with a nufn~r of men to revenge the 
Sidt's hurning the house of one 0_£ their principal officets. That it is 
rep0rtcd tbe bidi has promised the Dutch that they shall again begin 
(,11 their works in two days; that the Factors hold the factory in good 
posture of defence, keep their vessels near at hand, and have ~()5session 
of the Clty gate to the water side near their £actory.s • 

At a Consultation qn the 17th April regarding the contents of thi .. 
letter the Board decide to dIrect the Chief and factors to tlbserve a. .. 
8triCt neutrality since the smson is so far advanced that evell' if they' 
were inclined so to do the Board would find it difficult to send them 
any rein£orcements! 

At a Consultation on the 4th September l751 the Board read 
letters from the Chief and factors of the 22nd A~"1lS~ and the 2nd 
5eptember 1751, telhng that as one of their Portuguese soldiers was 
coming from church he was attacked by an Arab belonging to the Sidi 
from whom he snatched, his scinutar and wounded him in two Places. 
1'ha.t they immediately sent to the Sidi to complain of this insult who 
itlf,tead of giving redress answ~red that his people were very ungovernable. 
That soon after they were informed the Arabs were assembled in 80 

I Bom. Gov. Consultation, 18th Apru 1750, Pub. Diary 23 of 1'/'50, 13'/'. 
I 130m. Gov. ConllultatlOll, 14th Jan. 1101, Pub. DIArY 24 of 1701,19 • 
• ~ura.t Let\J:t of 9th AprLl1751. Pub. DiarY 24 of 17&1. 131. 
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£w:nultuousama.nner, threatening to II/Hack the factory. That on their 
Bombay sepoys making ready the /.SiMs people fh,:ed on them as they 
did on Captain Sterling who ma.rcl'd with a guard of 60 men to VlCW 

mund th.ell' quarters. On-this a b tIe ensued and aU Sat'dar Khan's 
party joined to attack the factor and continued attacking it from 
adjacent houses tIll ten at night Wi en they agreed"to the Slili's dC'sire 
for a cessation of arms for twentYtfour hours. They had nin~ solmerl!, 
three Bombay sepoys, and twelve )Surat, «rIled and 40 wounded. That 
Captain Sterling was woundedj in the foot with -an arrow and 
Lieutenant Lev1ck in the shouldelJ Wlth a musket ball. That Mr. Prm 
had hkeWlse received a shot tljrough -the calf of his leg aud Mr. 
Delagarde one through the thi&1~' That their keeping in the honses 
rendered It impossible for them to do any significant mischief 3:8 they 
were to leeward of the Si§f and therefore could not conveniently 
dispossess them by fire. That they should do theu utmost for the 
good seourity of our Honou~ble Masters' affairs and that a.,ooainst any 
loss which the Honourable Company might sustain in stock they had 
suffiCIent in Bombay now on the Mokha and Jldda ships bolonf,"ing 
to Sldi Masud, thdi Mafta, and others of that faction to make them 
ample satisfaction. That upon their signal being made Captain 
Sanders had fired ten of the Sidi's gahvats and entirely destroyeJ. 
them.1 

After weighing the present unhappy situation of affairs at Sural. 
the Board held 'Ghat the general decay of tra4e must greatly afiect the 
Honourable Company's sales and. that Sidi Masud's pretensiolls to the 
government are founded on no other authority than h1s ambition. 
Considering the gleat indignity put on the Honourable Company by 
the attack on the factory the Board conclude that should the Sidl 
eVer- get into the quiet-possesion of the government of Surat, we 
shall not be able to carryon OUr Honourable Masters' business 
m a free and reputable manner, and that therefore the only 
expedient for recovel'ing trade at Surat is for us to take possession 
of the oastle. '.to effect. thIs it is agreed to send what force we can 
spare WIth proper officers a.nd ammunition under the command of 
Major William Mackenzie.s 

A Co"nsultation on the lith November 1751 records that R:imaJi 
Pant l)eing come over to Karanja and having intimdted his desire 
to the President that some person might be Bent to confer on Sunt 
affaIrs and other "matters, the President despatched Mr. Wilham 
Andrew Price with directions to treat on the following articles as 
agreed to by.Gangadhar Pant: 

1. To assist in driving out o£ Surat Sidi Masud, his son, and 
Safdar Khan, or if taken prisoners, that they be delivered 
to the English j{ " 

2. The tankha now enjoyed by the Sidi to be preserved t< 
the English; 

3. Mia Achan _to remah~. kille.dar of the castle j 

3()~ S::t Le;teBors in. Bom~",Gov. Consult"~lOn. 4th Sept. 111)1, Pnb Diary 24 fJ! 1761, 
'. 111. Guv. \ionsul~tlon 6th Se!'t. 1151. Pub+ Ihlll''y 24 of 171/1 r 3U, 
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4. All charges and expens~s to he made good to the EngJi<h 
by the Surat government; 

5. The Dutch wall to be demolished by the mortars; 
6. To ha.ve a settlement at Jambusar with the same privl-

leges as at ,cambay ; ~ 
7. We to build our factory at our ga.rden in Surat in such 

manner as we judge proper for our trade; 
8. The castle to be kept by us till every thing is settled and 

all.the Honourable Company's privileges to be preserved in 
full force; 

9. That Nana the Pandit Pmdhl1n (&Iaji Bajil'tlv, l74G -1761) 
shall enjoy one.-fourth of the revenues of Surat as offered by 
Achan; 

10. If any disputes happen betweet). Nl1na's people and the 
Moor's governor the English are to be umpires. 

On the other hand, that the followiP.g articles be a.greed to by 
the Honourable Richard Bourchier, Governor of Bombay, in 
behalf of Pandit Pl'adhl1n (the Nana) and by Gangadhar 
Pant his agent: 

1. The said Pandlt Pradhan shall enjoy one-fourth part of the 
revenue" of Surat City and the district thereof, for collect
ing which one of his officers shall assist with a few people 
and a house to be allowed him to dwell in; 

2. If any Maratha merchant shall come to Surat with Pandit 
PradMn's license he is not to be molested; 

3. Whatever gqods are bought and sold at Surat for the use 
of his Sarkar and RamaJi Pant, no customs to be collected 
and aU those merchants under his protection shall pay no 
more than half customs; • 

4. Should it upon any urgent occasion he necessary to call 
any of the said Pandit Pradhan's armies tor their assistance 
their pay and other charges to he paid out of the whole 
amount of the revenues j •• • 

5. When the Burat government is settled, the English shall 
join their forces with those of Pandit PradMn and assist ia 
l'educing JII.farlibad in South Kathiawd.r where the' English. 
shall have a factory when the Marathas are possesst1d oUt. l 

On the 26th November 1751 a Consultation on Surat affairs 
resumes: In spite of .our agreement with RamaJi Pant on behalf 
of NaDa for his joining us with a body of men in attacking BUlat, 
since Nana is at present obliged to draw the greatest part of his 
forces to his frontiers to defen4 them from the Moghals, we cannot 
at this juncture expect his assistance. It is therefore agree<l that 
the President write to N ek Alamkhlin (governor of Broach) to "'know 
what forces he can send to SuraV 

The Di}x:t day (27th November) the President Hon. MI'. Bourchier 
lays before the Board the following a.rticles of agreement between the 

I Bum. Go .... ConsultatIOn, 11th Nov 1151, Pllb. Diary 24 of 1151, 891. 39e. 
, Bam. Gov. Consultiltlon, 2hth Nov. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 (It 1151, 416. 
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Honourable Q9mpany ana Nell: AlIa.~ KMn tnrough ~Khoja Vel'taooH 
Nicolaos his Vakil: . 

(1) The Honourable Company to assist,in conjunction with yOUl" 

, forces in driving out or Surat Sidi Masud Safdar Khan ~nd their 
sons, and if both or either of them are taken prisop,ers they arc to be 

, delivered to 'the Government of Bombay j ".' 
(2) The tankha now received by the Sidi to be preserved to tho 

Honourable Company, and they are to ~rotect the port of Burat by 
the sea SIde i 

(8) Mia Achan to remain killedar of the Castle of Burst ~nd 
the said Nek Amm Khan to be governor of the town; , 

(4) All the Honourable Company's charges ~nd expenses on acoount, 
of these troubles and in making him governor of SUl'at to be made 
good by Nek Alam·KMnj " 

(5) The Dutch are not to be permiUed to build any wharf; tbey 
must demolish any wOI'kac they bve raised; and mllst obtain no 
privileges in addition to what they nave; ,.' 

(6) The Honourable. Company shall build a factory at their garden 
in such manner as they shall judge proper for their trade; 

(7) The Castle to be kept by the Ifonourable Company till every· 
thing is settled; 

(8) All the Honourable Company's privileges to be preserved in 
lulU 
At a Consultation 'On the 6th December 1751 the President suggests, 

as the situatiott of affairs at Surat is drawing to a crisis, a committee 
be appointed to proceed to Surat Ra.r with full powers from the Board 
for accommodating <all the unhappy disturbances of the city in the, 
manUel' most advantageous 1!0 th~ Honourable Company. The Board 
desire until Tuesday nex.t (the lOth) to conside1' this proposaL» At the 
~eeting on the lOth the Board unanimously approve the Presid.ent'Ji 
proposal for a committee proceeding to Surnt Bar. The .i,lresldeut 
then proposes that Major William Maekenzie be a member of the 
comnuttee and also take .upon him the command of the whole force 
there and of tbt llDW proceeding. In this the Board also concUr as 
.it is judged his presence is absolutely necessary on the present service j 
-it being the Honourable Company's intention that he should be' more 
immediately consulted on aU military operations without which in all 
probabilIty affairs are not likely to be brought to-an advantageous is&ue. 
Upon this Major Mackenzie acquaints the Boal d that he must, decline 
going on this service esteeming the number of men and officers inferIOr" 
~o his commang.. Decided that a detachment of 100 military, 33 people' 
of the train, and 300 good sepoys with proper supply of ammunition 
and three months' provisions go up' with the committee j likewise a. 
consid~rable supply of wood agreeable to Captain Best's request.s 

At a Consultati'on on the 5th March 175~ the Doal'd approved the 
£ollowm~ proposals f01' a treaty of· peace with -Sidi Masud ': . 

('1) The treaty made by' Mr. Latnbe .and C01llleil and witnessed 

!10I?: GG~V' Diary, 27th NOT. 1751, Pub. 'Diary 24 of 1751. 418.419. 
s om ov. C>neultatlOn, 6th Dee. 1751, l'ub. ;DIary 24 of 1751, 443. 
«:om. GOT:CQuaultation, 10th Dec. 1751, Pub. Dmry :l4.l'f 1751. 44Ih4t6.. 

om. GOT. ConaultAtion, 5th Match F52.l?"~ Dllll,)' 2;j <If 1152.86., 
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by the European chiefs to 00 null ana void, and the R4,)30,000 then 
paid to Sim Masud Khan to include our pellhka81do September next, 
tlIlwhen nothing IS to be demanded of us ; 

(2) Rs. 2,00,000 to be allowed and paid us immediately in con
slIlemti(}n of 0\14" charges durmg this war as also for the losses in 
our Latty (or customs) ; 

(3) The two sons of _Mia Achan to have posts of considerable 
honour and credit under the government and granted at our desIre; 

(4) All the coaches oxen and horses taken from the English to be 
returned; 

(5) Tha Company's Phil'man privileges to be preserved and our 
goods to pass the Mulla or water-ga~ as heretofore; 

(6) The Company's garden and house with whatever may belong 
to them to be dehvered to us ; 

(7) Our Cluef and people to be released and our Latty with our 
factories to be secured to us ; 

(3) All hostihtles to cease and all batteries to be taken away, 
(9) All people under our protection that have absconded dUling 

these tl'oubles must be suffered to return and to remain in future 
without molestation; • 

(10) That the Castle be given to Sidi Masud Khan and the 
CIty to Safdar Khan, but that Safdar Khan be turned out as 80011 

as convehi.ent; 
(ll} That the Dutch wall shall be pulled down.1 _____ 

A Consultation of the 31st October 17521'ecords the followi.ng decision 
on Angria's aft'airs: Mandji Angria having been gujltyof many insults 
to the vessels belonging to the inhabitants of thIS island, and in partIcular 
lately seizeJ four vessels coming from Maskat which he plundered of 
goods to the amount of Rs. 1500; It is reso1ved to deter him from the 
hke in future by the issue of orders to the commanders of the HonoUl'
aLle Company's vessels to treat him as a common enemy by taking 
sinking and destroying his grabs and galivats or otherwise dIstressing 
hIm. This we doubt not 'will soon bring him to reasOn.s 

At a Consultation held on the 28th January 1751 in view of the 
Surat dIsorders, and also with the object of een~ri.ng trade at.Bombay; 
tlte Council agree that the True BI-iton's cargoes be landed at.Dombal 
and dIsposed of at public outeryon Friday the 1 st of March next, of 
which the Secretary is directed to give proper notice.' The Council 
also dll'ected that a letter be Wl'ote to the Chief and factors at SW'at 
enclosing them a'list of the said cargo and ordering them to ~ive proper 
notice at that place of its intended sale. Likewise that! a lIst of such 
articles as the supercargoes re\uest iq part of the True Briton's 
returning cargo and can most pl:operly. be provided at Surat be eljcloscd 
to the C'hief and factors' and they 00 ordeled to compry therewi.th as 
near as possible if to be procured at such· prices as will turn to an 
.account at the rate~ mentlOned. in the Canton price current. Copy of 
such goods to be sent to Bombay during the" month. of March at 
latest.S 

J Born. Gov. Oonsultation, 5th Mar. 1752, Pub. Diaty 25 of 1752,81.88. 
'"Bom:G<w. Consultatlnn,3lst Oct. 1752, PuD. DlRry 25 of 1162,824. 
'Born. Gov. Conlht1tatlOn, 28th Jan. 1751, Pub. Dla.ry 24 of 1761, 35. 
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A ConsuUation on the 15th Febl1lary 1751 on the competition .u! 
foreign broadcloth from the Persian OuJf records this decision: 

Several parcels of. Fre~eh and other foreign J!roadoloth baring of 
late been imported from Basra and Surat, whose slightness Of fabriC}' 
'e~bles the importers .to sell at cheaper rates than. the Honourable 
Company, and as, If this traffic is permitted to continue on easy tertn!l, 
it,is likely in time to greatly pl'ejudic~ the Honourable Company"s 
tl'ad~ in woollen goods, the ,Bombay Government resolve that a duty 
of Irine per cent be assessed on all sorts of woollen goods imported by 
any person or pel'sons except the Honourable Company, and the same 
duty Qn exporting any of said woollen goods again to any other pa.rts, 
and that no person may plead. ignorance hereof, they order that this 
resolution be p1lblished by beat of drum. thl'ough l30mbay and Malum 
and afterwards affixed at the usual places.! 

On the 15th December 1752 the President acquaints the Board 
that he has received advice 'from Shankraji Pant, the commander of 
l3!l>ssein, that a peace is concluded between the Marathus and Moghals. 
As this agreeable news will be attended with thE! opening of the inland 
trade especially for woollen goods, the Councill;esolved to acquaint the 
Chief and ~actors at Surat that they shall put up to public sale the broad
cloth and long ells and likewise the elephants teeth, which are now in 
demand, on Wednesday the 3rd January next, being the day affixed for 
the disposal of other articles.1! 

On the 4th March 1752 the Court wlite to Bombay: 'jIaving great 
~on to believe tha.t the commanders and officers of our ships carry 
out in a clandestine manner large quantities of' goods, pariicWarly 
WQollens, greatly to the Company's prejudice, you are hereby directed 
to observe it as a staI\ding nue to take and cause to be taken an exact 
account of a.l~ priva.te trade landed from every shiJ? at Bombay 01: any 
of the subordinate settlements, and transmit copIes thereof to us fOl' 

our infOl;mation. If any unlicensed goods are found, they must be seized 
and confiscated for the use of the Company. In order to discover un-

, license<f trade, we do her~by promise and agree to pay to any' p~l'son 
or persons that shall Wscover any goods or merchandIse carried out lin 

'any of.our ships, by the commanders officers or any other persons 
whatso&ver, without our license, so as· the same shall be seized and 
confiscated to the use of the Company, one moiety or half part of the 
net produce of the same, law charges and all other charges whatsoever 
being first deducted, to be paid in England to such person or persons 
or their representatives. And in case any goods or merchandise shall 
be so discovered and confiscated, you are to send us exact accounts 
thereof, and such full and necessary information of the whole trans
actiOJ.l as may enable us readily to comply with OUT be£orementioned 
111·onnse.3 

In the same letter (4th ¥a.l'ch 1752) the Court add: It gives us 
great satisfaction to observe that the demand for' Europe goods at 

t Born. Gov. Consultation, 15th Feb.17S1, Pub. Diary 24 011751,50. 
~ Bom. Gov. DIary, 15th Dec. 1752, Pub. DIary 25 of 1762, 385.386. mio1

7
rt to .Bombay 4th Mar. 175:1 pa.ms. llhwd 14, Pub Dep. Courl'sL. Vol." of 

• 56,3. 4. C'IImp. of Standmg Ord. Vol.l of 1715.-172],~. 
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the Bombay market continues. increasing. As we lJ,.I,ve so often 
pressed you to encoura"'e the sale of. European goods, partlculal'ly of 
woollens, we shltil now

o 
only say that in so. doing you will merit the 

favour of your Employers as well as serve your country.l 
In 1753 (Mareh 14th) the CoUrt write to Bombay: We cannot 

help most earnestly reminding you of our frequent recommendatIorls 
for your encouraging substantial traders to reside under our protectIOn 
at Bombay. We cannot but' believe thIs may be easily effected if set 
about heartily, especuilly when it is consIdered how much more secure 
they Will be m their persons and estates than they are or ever can be 
under the precariousness aud oppressions of the neighbouring govern
ments. The advantages resultIng to us in drawing trade to Bombay by 
these means, are too obvious to require particular mention II 

On the 4th September 1753, at a. meeting of the Board, agreeable to 
the orders of the Court of Dit-ectors per Staff 01 d, the exempWicatlon of 
His Majesty's Royal Charter was read \0 the Board and the copy 
"t!xamined by it, a few mistakes being carefully corrected. The Board 
resolved that Friday next be appointed for publishing this Charter of 
which the Secretary is directed to give the proper notice.s 

Accordmgly on the 7th September 1753 His lfajesty's Royal Charter 
"vas pubbbhed at the New Bandar a tent being pitched for the Gov
ernor and Council covenanted servants and others. The regiment 
was drawn up and fired three volleys of small arms and the Fort 21 
pieces of ordnance.' • 

On the 26th'March 1755 the Court addressed the following Jetter 
to Bombay: It is vel'y agreeable to us to observe that notwithstanding 
the Buperstitious attachment of the Inmans to the places of their 
nativity, the number of inhabitants are greatly mcreased and that 
some very substantllli people have settled among you to the great 
advantage of the lSland. As it is our earnest deme that as many 
people as possible, especially those of circumstanclI, be encouraged 
to settle at Bombay, we strongly recommend it t& you, te use the 
most prudent equitable and encouraging methods fOI' that purpose. 
In particular we direct that so long as it incommodes not the 
defeuce of the place, you suffer new-comers to build houses wherever iJ. 
shall be convenient to them; that they have free liberty 'to build 
and repait- thelr own ships themselves in what manner and how they 
please, and be supplied out of our stores with what materials they want 
at the rates and prices allowed to Europeans; that they have lIkewise 
free liberty of appointing, as commanders, subjects of Great Britain 
and Ireland for their own ships. agreeable to their o~ choice and 
election, without any persons whlLtsoever int.erferin~ in the same. And, 
in general, that they have all the reasonable privileges that cab pos
sibly be given them. In addition the Court specially takes notice 

I Court to Bombay 4th March 1752 para 54, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. !l of 1752. 
1756, 10 .. 

'. • Court to Bombay Hth March 1753 para. 85, Pub. ;Dep •. Co\U't's L. Vol. 4, of 1752 .. 
1756 90. 

silom. Gov.Coll/iultatiou. 4tb Sept. 1753, Pub. Diary 26 ofl753,287·2S8. 
4 Bom. Gov, DlI~ry, 7th Sept. 1153, Pub. DIary 116 'of 1753J,29~ 
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that MulIa :t"akr-ud-din appears highly deserving, of encouragement. 
We shall expect to hear he meets encouragement at Bomhw. in all respf.'ets 
to his satisfaction. And ai freedom in tra.(le is another the most l>ro~ 
habIe method and inducement for increasing the number of Inha.Litants. 
and encouraging a general resort to the island, you a-t.'e hereby diroote.l 
to suffer all persons to buy and sell pubhcly or 'pJ'ivately as they 
themselves shall choose, to deal freely and without restraint with. 
,whoever they shall think proper, and, if any of our servants i>ha,ll 
prevent or endeavour to prevent such a freedom of trade on any 
pretence whatsoever, they will. incur our highest displeasUro. The 
more effectually to prevent all CQIllbinations monopolies and attempts 
ltlfainst the freedom of trade, you aro' to affix up in. the most ,pubh~ 
plac~s, in the usual languages, publications for the notiqe of all perS01\1:\ 
of these our intentions that they may be entirely free from appre.
hensions of being hindel'ed, imposed upon, 01' oppressed by the Gov~ 
ernor, the members of the C.uncil, our inferior servants, or any other 
persons whatsoever. You are to transmit to us for our information. 
copies of such publications. The same l'Ules are, allowing for dIlrCl'eacll 
of circumstancep, to be observed by our servants at the subo~dlUate 1 

settlementsl 

On the 25th September following (1755} the Bombay Diary 
recOJ:ds ~ Issued a. publication, translated In the several languages, and 
notlfied by beat of drum offering the many advantages contamed ill 
the 86th paragraph of the Honourable the Court of Directors' commands, 
received the 16th instant, for the encouragement of otmerchants and 
qther persons of j:1ubstance to settle' on the island ot Bombay.2 

A Consultation of the 13t4 May 1755 records: The house situated 
near the horse ,.stable b~Dg in so rumous a (ondition that it wm 
cost Rs. 1000 to l'epair it, and when repaire,d will accommodate one 
servant only; it is judged more for the Honourable Company's Interest 
to dispose of it,. together with the -eompound, which, as the black 
inhabita~ts are IJUlch in want of ground within the walls, we jud;,l,e 
willinduee them to bid liberally • We order therefore tlJat the Secretary 
'~ notmcations as ulmal that we will put it up to publIc outcry on' 
,this daY'!leven nights.s 

A we~k after (20th May 1755) several people attending in conse~ 
quence of the notificatioos fixed for the sale of the house agl'eeJ.ble to ihe 
l'esolution at the Board's last meeting, they were admitted and being_ 
first informed that the purchaser must pay the Honourable Company's 
qu.it-rent as usual for the ground. which measures 838 liiquare yards, 
and that we Should allow two monthe' credit, the house out-house and 
,compound with some old stores belonging thereto were put np. Mr. 
, HugJr SytnmonS being the highest bidder at Its. 2705, 'waS (lldered to. 
,take charge thereof in tria oWD..lllW).e.* 

On the 26th. March. i75S the Cor:rt writes: 'l'Q ,our great 

i 

'17~~~{: ~2 Bombay 26th MM'ch 1755 paTa 86, Pub, Dep. Court's L. Vol. 4 of 1752. 
2 Ii G' O. - !=l0mp. of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715.1791, 180·161. 
, om. ov. DIary. 2iitl~ Sept-17M, Pub. Oll\1"y 28 of 1755. 363. , 
4 Hom. "Gov. Consulta.tion. 13th May 1165. Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 209. 
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satisfaction you have for long been on very good terms with the 
1IIar.itluis. A strIct friendship with the :M:aTathas has been and in all 
lespects will contmue to be. of the highest advantage to the Company; 
eSj.'ecmlly in the probabihty of theli" becoming masters at some tUlle 
or other 1)£ Surat. "r e therefore J:ecommend the cultivation of 
~ra.r:itha friendship as a point of the greatest importanoo.1 

On the 6th December 1755.the President acquaints the Board that 
by articles of agreement witil the Marathas in March last, when our 
troops went witil them on an expedItion a",o-ainst TuIaji Angria, it was 
stipulated that the forts at Pancote (Blinkot) and Himmatgad with 
their depenclent villages should be yielded to our Honourable Masters and 
the other conquered places to the :MaTatMs S In consequence of tllis 
stipulation the ]\Iall~thas have offcredand aTe now ready to comply with 
their engagement. The chief motive for this stipulation is the 
advantag-e of securing a certain supply of cattle and other provlslong 
in-"'IDch the island of Bombay is wanting, 'and ilie need of obtaining 
wlhch from the Sidis at Rtljpuri has often exposed us to their insolence. 
TIll about eighteen years ago, wben Angria. gained possession of Bankot 
from the Moors, it was a. port of considerable trade, and there is much 
rea.son to conclude its neighbourhood to Poona and SaMra, where most 
of our woollen goods and other Europe staples are carried, and the 
large export of salt from Bombay Will render it a beneficial settlement. 
Hoping the posBCssIOn of it WIll prove agreeable to our Honourable 
?l1a,,,ters, the Board }·e801ve and the President nominates Mr. William 
Andlew Price Chief of Bankot as he is perfcctly acquainted with the 

'mannl'r<l and customs of the. country-people and their language. ThiS" 
i'l unanimously approved, and Messrs. Henry Moore and Nicholas 
fltarklc are appointed to his assistance, ruso. a. company of military, 
another of sepoys, and a detachment of the train to be h~ld i.n readiness 
to garrison it As Captain Jacques De Funck, ourengmeer, is wanted 
for the immediate sel"VJ.OO of Bombay, Captam Hugh Cameron Clerk 
of the 'Vorks to proceed to carryon necessalY additioI\s and repairs to 
the Bankot fortificatIOns, and ~Ir. John Hardcastle, who haS served 
many years as surgeon at Gombroon and Anjengo, to be entertained 
as surgeon at Bankot.3 

About the close of 1755 Government resumed consideration of an 
pxpedJtion a",""alust Oheria on the Ratnagiri coast., 4 

! Court tv D. ~ hay 26th Mar. 1755 para 70, Pub nep Court's L, Vol. 4 of 1752.56,214. 
Bankot .. fter"-~ds Fort Victoria in the north of R .. tndgu-i 8e\'enty three miles 

.outb east of Bom1)"y. 'l.,mbay Gazetteer, Ratn1giri,X. 820.321. 
~ Bom Gov Consultatlm.. 5th Dee J 756, Puh ])I .. ry 28 of 1755, 466·467. 
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The 'l3omtay Diary of the- 1st Decemoof 1755 'records: It not 
being in our power to proceed any further in regard to the: 
expedition against the Fr&nch and their allies in Deccan and Areof" 
the Pl'esident acquaints the Committee that he has conferred with 
Admiral Watson concerning the design against Oheria, whICh thu 
Committee appointed last season under orders received by ship 
Hardwlcke, were instructed to und~rtake in conjunction with the 
MaratMs. The President has learnt from the Admiral that if the 
Admiral assists therein with His Majesty's squadron, 81 chuBa 
in his instructions obliges him to stipulate that 'our Honourable 
Masters shall tn~ke good what ammunition may be expended, and 
that the men-of-war shall be refitted in case of damage. As such a force 
shall be a. means of our reducing Ghena with greater ease, the President 
gave his word of honour to the Admiral those condition§. should be 
complied with. This the Committee unanimously approve Ilona 

. confirm. A week later, 9tm December 1755, another Consultation wa.~ 
held to settle the command of the troops to be sent on the 
expedition against Gheria. The entry in the diary of that date runs: 
'l'he~ President acquaints the Board tbat as he has remarked that 
Colonel, Clive is the one appointed by the Honourable the Secret 
Committee to command in case of our proceeding on their plan against 
the French and their allies in the Deccan and Arcot, and that in the 
supplement to their commands, under the 26th March last (1755) 
which is now read, they are pleased to mention that they thmk it 
improper that Sir Jl;tmes Foulis should be absent from the islan(l 
dOling the unsett~d state of affairs with the French in Europe; and 
Colonel Clive making a. tender of his service, which he says he thiuks 
is but his duty on this (Jccasion, as -well as any other, from the 
Honol).rable Colflpany's h1l.ving obtained him a superior commission to 
Sir James Foulis, it is unanimously decIded that agreeably to the 
commands of the Secret Committee Sir James Foults sha.ll not be 
absent from the island and that Colonel Clive's offer be accepted. 

Five ·~~eks ~ter, 15th January 1756, the President informs the 
.Conmuttee that, in consequence of the assurances given him as regartls 
ammunition and damage in attacking Ghem, Rear Admiral W atsl,l~ 
had 1l,gJieed to 1'1'OCeed with the' squadron under his command to act in 
conjunction with. the MaJ.,!tthas. It being the opinion of the Pl'esident 
and Mr. Samuel Hougt that there is depta enough at low water to 
admit of Ilis Majesty's capital ships going sufficiently near the batt-IllS 
to make a breach, and the Committee unanimously agreein~ tM~, by 
embarking the detachment of His Majesty's Royal ReO'im ..... GS of artillery 
together with such of the Honourable Company's f01'(>';6 a~ can be Sp&lW, 
the Maratha army investing the place at th~' same time, the attack 
of Gheria with such a force will be attended ~'h the greate&t prospect 
of success. Admit'al Watson in obedience w His Majesty's instructions 
to him dated the 2nd March '17 54 a.!n'E'~ to undertake this serVlce. I 0 '~ ____________________ _ 

Swallow, and the pmhm Tr{umpli be immedia~ly got' in readinellB for this IIIlrvice. Ou 
the 21st M3l'ch 1'155 the instructions tQ Commod~e, or Commander William James bearing 
on this expeditIon were signed and dehVllred. "Sava1'Jl.durg feU the 6th April 1755. 
Secret and PohtlCal Dw,Y lof 1755; Forrest's )rareha Series, I, Pt. 1.8'1.89 J Bombay 
JJI\7,\l~rJ Ratn~girj, X. 100, 33(1. 
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The throe tullowiug weeks wero spent in preparatiOt\. On the 
7th February 1756 the expedItIon stll.rted and wIthin a wCl,k 
Ohelia IlJd fa.llen. The Dianes of the 7th and ) 5th Februiuy 1756 
havi' tIle IoIlowmg ent.rIes: About eight this' morning (7th l'ebruary 
1756) t'\iled His ~ajestfs ship Kent, Rear Admiral Watson, whleh, 
on weighing anchor, was saluted from the fort with 15 guns, the 
CUfIlI,,;ol'l,mri, Rear admll'al Pocock, with the Tyg61' and /:ialisbul'Y 
men-of-war, the Hardwic1..e !>1:.ore and hospItl\1 shIp, r,per, W,u'1en 
and DB<Pllfcll ketches, 'l'riumph prahm, and 20 fishing hoat.s with 
~l)OYS to join Ills Majesty's ship Bndgewater, sloop King Fishel', aml 
the HODourahle Company's c)"uizers off Gheria, and proceeded on tho 
e~pl.,'<hhon agallst Tultijl Angna. 

On the 13th February 1756 at 6-23 P.M. the flag in Gheria fort was 
struck, and an officer with sixty men marched. mto the fait and took 
poSi','ssion. At 6-31} r.M. Enghsh colours were hoisted at the fOI t. 
On the 14th :February 1756 Uolonel CliVl! with all the land forces 
tn.l.lchud lIIto the fOlt, despatched away an exp1'ess boat with advices to 
the HOllonmble Richat·a Bourchier, Esquire, President and Governor of 
Bombay, of having taken Ghana and burnt all Angl'll1's fleet, which 
{'Q1l818ted of the llestorati01t, eight ketch grabs, and two large thrce
lll.'l.st grabs on the stocks ready for launching besides a number of small 
craft. 

The following entIy from the Bomhay Diary of the 19th Februal'Y 
1756 relates how the success at Ghena was proc1auned at Bombay: 
The President having recClved adviees from Rear Adm1l'al Wat'lOn that 
the Fort at Gheria surrendered to rum the 13th instaltlt (February 1756) 
21 guns were fired this evening (19th February) from the Castle and 
the military discharged three vollies on the· P¥ade to Il).a.nifest our joy 
on this happy occasion.1 

On the 9th Apnl1756 Captain Ja.eques De Funck, Company's Engi
neer, wrote to the President and Council: Captain Cameron asked me 
wbether the Company'sgarden or the next batty g~unds ,,,ould be 
any hindrance to the cannon at Dongri as the tiovel'llor thought proper 
t() line out the streets upon the paddy grounds 'for the people's houses. 
I 10ld him the houses would cause no inte11erence. At the same bme, 
a~ the pl<lce lay so low as to be for some months liable to La. under 
WJ.l er, it waR my opinion that Old Woman's Island or ~Inzgaen would 
loe a healthier f,1mation.2 

On the 31&t March 1756 the" Court of Directors wrote on the 
!'Uhjl'ct of the vend of woollens: As our great object is th~ vend of our 
woollen manweture we shall depend upon your endeavours to extend tt) 
the 1)('flt of your power the consump'tion of w0911ens, not only wherever 
It may be done in the Persian Gulf, without prejudice to the sai'cs at 
GIJlU1Jloon and Basra, Lut au,o at any POlts ncar Bombay, especially at 
Scinily, which we are assnred yearly takes off a considerable quantIty of 
woollens and many oiher European goods, cloth and long ells, lead, 

I Bom Gov Pub DIary, 7th o,ud 19th Feb, 1756,11'01 20 of 1756. 65, 87. FOI' flllJ 
~,\et."I~ ""0 &.".et and l'ulttiCJ.l Diary 1 of 1755 anll 2 of 17M. nnd ,\!'orrcsi's M ariU;l.,. :tL'I'1l8, I. l't I. R7 -i21. . ~ l'ub DIary 2(1 of, 1756, 172. 

" lllld5-3'1 

Chapter I. 

RlI~tol'Y' 

Fall 01 Ii hella, 
17~1I. 

Compn.ny'. 
OlUcleIl, 

1756. 

I'in,l TrllAle, 
17,6 



Cbl1pter t. 
lIist~ry. 

Sma 1': au~. 
li56. 

Dutch Rha1ry, 
1160 

rnlStpl'icnl 

~()6 nmlBAY TOWN 

steel, iron,.. elephants teeth and eoehiuea! iml)Orted by the n1ttch.1 
Scilldy has the fmther aclvantage of producing putt·huck, the favourite 
Clunese incense, saltpetre, salamoniac, and. cumin seeds bt'Sldcs chints 
ginghams and most s01M of cotton cloth. It is also a vcry plcn~lr\l1 
country for rice, whea,t, cattle, and other provisio!J.s As in the v~w glVCU 

us Scindy may not only be useful in opening a new channel for our tl'\!lo 
in woollen goods, but in many other respects affords a pleasing prospcet 
of further Improvements, we recommend you to con!'ider well "ru.t 
advantages may l'esult from imports and exports at that place, If )OU 

are of opinion It may be for the mterest of the Company to cultivat.e a 
trade there, you shonld, at as little ~xpense_as the natufd of the ~crvjce 
will admit, appolllt under your Olodel's a ResIdent and an Assistant 
constantly to reSIde at Scindy" You are to eommUlllcate to us your 
impartial thoughts upon this proleet, and give us an explicit account 
of your l!roceemngs hereinfl'om time to time.2 

On the 31sb March 1'656 thE) Court explained that rivalry with 
the Dutch was one of the reaSOnS for the Court's anxiety for the 
maintenance of friendly relations between the BomLay Government 
and the Marathas. They wl'itl>: It gives us pleasure to ob.~erve tlmt 
}Iarmony and friendship continue between you and your neighbour ... 
the MaratMs~ We cannot too earnestly rec,ommend you to exer~ 
cise the utmost care and attention in preserving fnendly rclatioIlR. 
Anlong other advantages from their friendbhip we hope to bo 
il.l.formed that the MaratMs will not permit the Dutch to estaLli"h 
a factory at Bassein. A.s this is a pOInt of the ll~mo,;t importance 
to the Company, we approve of the measures you have already 
taken in this matter, and shall depend upon your assW'auces of 
using the most effectual means to prevent' the Dutch getting a 
footmg in the Maratha dominions. We are sensible that tIle 
exclusion of the Dutch must necessarily be attended with SOPll> 

expense, the extent whereof and the manner of its applIcation we 
shall leave to your discretion and good managen,ellt, reminJwl,{ 
you OQly that the preseot situatIon of the Company's affairs 
requires the utmost frjlgality in every outlay.s 

1n t/le same letter (31st March 1756) the Court conti nne : The 
very being of the Company will in great mf'll.:mre depend upon our 
severa'! settlement'! being in the best possible posture of defence. 
We cannot too earnestly recommend you in partIcular to be con
~tantly on ,your guard that you may be in a cond.ition to defend t~e 
Island agamst any hostile attempt. Your attentIon to oUr affmrs 
on the COl'{lmandel Coast and the considerable detachmeuts of 
miJitll,ry you had sent thither, fl-~ time/! when they were -greatly 
w~\\ted, are extremely agreeable to us, and convince us that you 
WIll always have In view the good of the service in general, when 

175
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yom circum'>tmlces will admit of, Mld those of our other PI'csHlen. 
. cies leqUIre a:,,,istanee 1 . 

A OonsultatiOn on the 21 ~t August 1756 has the following entry: 
Rcperuse the advices received last night' (20th August) hom the 
select COll1mittee jlt Fort St. Georgc~ After considera.tion remark 
thereon - 'l'he~e ad"ices d(} not acquaint us how many of our 
lion Mast()r~' ships are arrived from England, nor when, nor up 
to "hat date, thcy brlllg mtelligence of the secret committee We 
thcu·bxc conclude the select committee must have despatohed 
other patamal8 immediately on those slnps' arrival, by whom 
we mar expect. to reCeIve a packet from our Hon. Masters. 
As to the large force whIch the secret committee are apprchcn
::.i I'e the French have sent to Indta and which the gentlemen at 
~Ltclras expect are destined to attack the settlements on their coast, 
\' e ·cannot Lut think there is equal or more reason to imagine the 
}'rench force WIll be employed again'>t thjs pl,tce l'ather than agains~ 
MadlJ.s or Kengal. 'fhIS seems the more lIkely oonsidering that the 
French <we fully aware that Mr, Watson.!s oquadron has been 
statlOned Oll the other coast all the fait· monsoon, and that Oolonel 
A.lercron's (Abercorn's 1) regiment is there to asSISt the squadron, The 
French may also thInk from the report, 'WInch WM cm'rent on the de
pal ture of our Ia~t year's ships, that Colonel Olive with His Majesty's 
three compal1lcs of the Royal Regiment of Artillery proceeded 
illlllledlately tluther. They may also be deterred from action against 
Bengal, because of the grent risk to large shiPs going up the HugJi and 
tecause of tlIe ease WIth which Mr. Watson's squadron mIght come 
to the relief of Bengal. For these reasons we c!tnnot but conclude 
that the French will look on Bombay as tl;le easiest conquest, and that 
we have the most reason to expect an attMk, especullly as we well 
know that the French have long been anxlOUS to get a seaport 01\ 
tlils oide of Iudja capable of sheltering their ships from the monsoon. 
We have fully acquainted the gentlemen at Madras that it is not 
in our power to send them even the Protector ex£ept fitt~d as a. 
merchant bhip. As to "heir present strenuous requisition for both 
tbe Protector and the Rellenge, it appears to us very improbable 
that M.r. Wahon will not be sufficiently reinforced from 1!:urop'e, 
cRpecially as the secret committee mention they had appliei to the 
:'\ltubtry. We are fully concerned for the bad situation of our 
1I.lll. Masters' afl'<11rS in Bengal and are aware- they have required 
11 reiruOlecment from Madras. Still the ships recently arrived at 
Madras have doubtless brought out the usual number of recruitss 
und from the best accounts we can get of their strength it consists, 
wcluJing the KIng's troops, of about 2500 Europeans. On ~he 
other hanel, as Sir James Foulis' accompanying statement she'l'l's) in 
consequence of draughts scnt to Gheria and Fort Victori~ our gal'riM 

/lon consIsLs of only 1571 men, including all the military, sick anJ., 

--------------------------------------------------~,---, 
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weH, O~ eVety !lcnomin~tion.l In these. circumstance<! on:r unanimoul1 
opinion is that we are not able to reinforce the gentlemen at Mn<.h u\t 
in the ma~lllel' they desire, though, agreeahle to,onr former resolution,: 
we still intend sending the Prote.ctor. 

In the present state of affairs thinking it hig1)l;x inCiIm bent 011 us 
with the lltmost expedition to take all tn'oper meatmres lor l'oD!ll'l'}Og 
Bombay as defensible as possible, especially' on the side next thl:! 
sea, resolved, as the works which Captain' Jacques De Funck intenuiI, 
thQugh we believe extremely well calculated, cll.tinot he complete! 1 fot" 
11 very considerable tilDe, that fascine batteries' made of cocoanut 
trees 'and bamboos and mounted ~ith heavy cannori 00 erectetl 
between the bandar and the fort, and wh~rever 'et'5e tile artiller, 
officers consider the coast most, exposed to the attack oE lurge ships. 
Resolved further that steps be taken to ascertain· that Captaiu Dj}, 
Funck has the proper number of cartridges" tined with shot, w!'d!1,' 
ironcrows, and handspikes as are wanted for working aU the cannOll 
at the first alarm; thtft the two prahm13 to be got ready to' block 
up the entrance between the two :Pier H()ad~; that Major Chulmcr8 
with the Killg'l:! and our own artillery captains (the Chief Engin(·er 
being one) be consulted regarding our present situation and ,wha\ 
is necessary to render the pllllCe more d.efensibI~. And thn.t tbo 
Hon, Company's connant€ld servants and other inhabitants be
destined to fluch servjces- us the Pre&ident may think fit whon 
occasion requires, ~ 

At the same Consultation (21st AUg'ust 1756) the Presillt'IJe 
acquaints the military gentlemen that the unsettled Nate of affairl1 
between us Ilnd the French in Europe renders it probable the 
French might make an attempt 011 this place, and that the Com
mittee hafl propol!!e(l ereeting fascine batteries, the better to gUJ,t,l 
against attack. This tlle military gentlemen jlldgin~ very pl"opcr; 
t.hey were desired to state what p}aees in their opinion were best 
suit~d for such batteries. J\1ajor Chalmers wa.~ further acquuintc(I 
that in ease of 3el"Viee I1is Majestyls'troops should net wllere hlr 
meed best, and the Hon. C'omp!I\Dy's troops elsewhere. Captain 
Jacques De FUHck'spian of the town was called far and impected. 
-The gentlemen choosing to reconnoitre the gt'ound next tho sea,' 
as well fts to take the soundings of the harbour, before they came 
to a determination as to the works necessa:ry to be set about' anJ 
the best sItuation for them, they' were desired to procoeJ aecorJ· 
ingly, and Mr. H01lgh offering to give them all the i]lformatiun,in 

, I ' 

1 The abstract ~f an the troops Oft Bombay, August 21st, 1756. is : 
mctlve. SIck, , , ' To"" • 

• King's ArtIllery... .,. .220 _ ~ 56 . • 276 
Company's Artillery 195 - 16 211 
Iufantry ... 1030 ~ 54 1084 ' 

, Total •• , l1145, • 'l26, . m;' 
Of these troops 986 ~116 European& and 583 mesties (half ca&tes) and topMses: (ho 
~.arers). Ot the whole number 337 are on·duty in town, 28$ ou outposts, 126 at 
8i'lCI~t' au

1
u
O

,s20 aTe in reserve. awn. GQYo Oonaultat»on 21st. Aug. 1756, t:\eoret an. 
o. I lca lalY 2 of 1756, 126. ' .. 1 
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his power, his offer wag readily accepted. Tne. military' gentlemen 
were nClI.t informed that, on account of their expectatIOns of the 
French, the select corumittee at Fort St. George had desired us to 
a~sist them witl! two principa.l cruisers "and 0. leinforc~ment o( 
EUlOpcans. ,In order that they miiht form a proper judgment, if 
it was in our power to send the cruisers, the state of the garrison 
given in this morning was laid before them, and they were asked 
whether IU our present situAtion they thought It prudent to comply 
With the hlaJt:lls Committ,l!e's request. All conclude that it was 
highly necessary: for the safety of this island that we should keep 
all the torce we had on it, and ~at, wa.~ it their own case, they 
would not pllii WIth a single man. Finally, 8S 60 artIllery lascars 
are on duty at Gheria, the services required from the artillery 
people are more than that corps is able to perform. Ordered that 
100 lascars be hired to assist in this emergency,l 

At a Com,ulta.tion held five days latel', 2(jth j\.ugust 1756, the follow· 
mg letter from SIr James FouJis and other... IDlhta.l'Y officers to the 
PWliident and Council, dated Bombay 21st August 1756, was read: 
Judging that an European enemy who should form any attempt ag'.lJllst 
this plat'e would do It on the side towards the sea, as the town has at 
ple~ent but httle defence on that side and slups of force ca.n cast anchor 
very nea.r the -fort, we have carefully examined what seemed most proper 
for strengthenmg the sea side. Under the Tank Bastion, rocks that 
advance some yards mto the sea are dry at low tide and at high have 
about foul' or five feet of water over them. On these rocks a. battery 
of cocoanut u'ces earth and stonea may soon be raISed and Will be of 
lr1eat use against any ships that mIght attack the tort, The site has 
been measwcd by CaptaIn De Funck, who. reports it ca.n be so di!.posed 
as to hold twelve guns. In case of an attack'in boats tins battery Will 
have t\le advanta.ge of being well flanked with small arms. A sketch 
of the fort and'1Jroposed battenes done by Captain De Funck, engineer, 
accompanies.2 On the other SIde of the fort, betwIxt the Flag 
Staff Bastion and the further end of the ~andar, if the ground IS 

tleared of the Grand Chauki and some other ruinous buildiugs, there 
wlll be 100m for tlnrty-four 'or tlurty-six guns. Other spots may be
found plOper for batteries. But as the two places above mentlOned 
are convemently situated for the defence of the fort and the 1uubour, 
and as their batteries wi'll lie low, and their works can soon 00 
fini~hed, we judge it will be proper .to set about these first rather 
tJw.n to ta.ke too much in hand, If we are straitened for time it is bettor 
to havll a small nnmber of works aU in good condltion than a. great 
nnmber a.ll undllfenSlble. These will add forty to fifty g~ns to the de~ 
fence of the fort, and may be set :£bout as soon as matenal .. , pat'ticu· 
L.rIy cocoanut trees, are brought.s After considera.tion resolvecr' that 
two batteries, one on the rocks next the Ta,nk Bastion, the other 
Letween the Flagstaff Bastion and the further end of the ba.ndar, be 
a.pprovcd and ordered to be immediately set ooout. In this connection 
the President . mentions that to keep ,'the expense within 'the lowest" 

I Rom. G~v. Conault~tlOn 21st Aug. 1756, Secret IWd pohtlCa.L lJi!1.ry 2 of 1700, 
'1-128, " 
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possible hOlll1:ds, he has ordered cocoanut trees t? be provided, belllg' 
such as are dead and of the lea~t value wlth respect to bearing frUItl • 

'though equally fit to, be used for batteril)s. ' Resolved., in case 01 an 
enemy attempting to land, that the neld train be· got ready in all 
respects to march on the first notice wherever It ma.y ~e wanted a.ml that 
the Major enquire exa.ctly into the state or the IUlhtia and their (ums.! 

At a. Consultat,ion, the 6th Septembe~ 1'156, l'ea.d the following' 
fUrther leiter from Majors SIr James Fomls and John,Chalmers to tho 
:President and Council, dated Bombay 3rd September 1756: 1£ there 
is the lea.st reason to apprehend that this place may be a.ttackecl by the 
French, it appelbrs past dispute 'that; one gra.in or gunpowder ought 
not to he sent off the island. In ordel1 to put thIS III the clearest light,' 
we WIll consider our own situation and what' is likely to be that or a.n 
enemy tho.t would attack us by sea. Captain Hough contil'ms the 
opimon that it is not to be imagmed that any attempt would be tormed 
a,.,a-amst this place with less tlujp seven or eight ships of considerable tol'ce. 
Wlthout magl1uymg the strength of the enemy, we may calculate tlll~t 
tIns Hcet reckoning but one Side 'Of the ships wIll present agmnst the 
town and castle neac foUl' hundred guns. It we have tIme to filllSh 
the batteries begun wlthin these few days, we Will be 'able to answer 
them wit'~ five mortars and above nincty guns. In calculating what 
powder our guns ancl mortars Will elCpend we find that m the space of 
twelve hours a~ the ordlllary rate of fil:ing, which must take &<>rrlJinter-

, mission ror respite both to men and guns, the powder used will amounL 
to about DIne hundred barrels, besides who.t may be reqmsite for the 
usc or small arms. With regard to this calculation it is albo to be 
observed that in order to husband the small quantity of powder we 
lIa'V", we propose to use guns 6>£ lower dimensions than we would choose 
to use, if OUt magazines W')re filled III such a manner as 'so important a 
serVIce requires. This too is supposing things In the most favourable 
light for us, that we are to be attacked only by seven "br eight ships, 
and that we lose no PQwder but what is expended on p};oper service. 
It ought.to be conSIdered that 'our powder, which is no\v laid' up ill 
masonry magazines, supposed secnre from acciuents, must be 1rought 
~ut and}n great part be laid ready for the use or the batteries, in mag~· 
~ines seCl\l'ed only with beams and carth and made in a hurry. In 
these cireumstances nothing is more likely than Ollr losing fifty sixty 
or rourscore barrels at once, blown up by a casual shot 01' shell trom 
the enemy. Our sltuatlOn would be much worse If, instead or seven or 
mght ShIPS a greater number should come against us. In such a. ca~e, 
though they might not have room' to present their whole line at onco~ 
they could hau' off thei.r disabled ships, and supply their placc$ with 
fresh ones. This would certaiuly edable them to hold us in play for 
mOl'e bn one day. If we pal;; with any of ~Ul' powder now, we Will 
not have/enough for two days, and what will om condition be if au 
enemY,should attempt to land, when OUI' a.mm.urution ie spent . .At th" 
very hIghest calculatlOn we do not find the powder mills can make 
above three hundred barrels a month, that is about one-thn'd or what 
we may have to spend in one day. Moreover the powdel'-maker as&urcs: 
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us that durmg tim; raiuy season within any lunited tmto he Ca.nnot 
.aus" or for timshmg any powder at all. Madras may have pIl'.;.mg 
OC(;,ISIOn fOI' gunpowder, but please to consider that ~\'heu 'Oil dill 118 

til(l hOllour to ask our ol)imons and that of the CaptaIns of the KlIlg's 
and Company's al;tlllery at the Commlttee, August 21st, you se~meJ to 
be of the smne st'numents with us that for tlle reasons then glv!'n It 
W.1S most hkdy' an attempt. nnght be formed pn thIS place. If you 
thlIlk tlU!' th .. cas!', your oWJ1' UI gent neceSSlues are first to be proVllled 
for "Te nrc therefOle of opmlOn that so far flOm bemg able to spalO 
[Lny of your small stock of powder, no care ought to be onutteu to 
lllCl'ease what you have. ResolvtWl for the reasous stated m the above 
letter no gunpol\ del' can be spared for MOOlas.l 

At a Con"ultahon, the 6th October 1756, the Plcsidcnt acq'lamts 
the BOaJd that the occasion of tIns meeting IS to mfol'm them that he 
last mght IeCillVeu. a packet from the Honourable the Secret CommIttee 
(ill England) enclo&illg some of IllS Maj~sty's punted drclamhons of 
wa.r agaIust the Fl'ench Kmg. 'l'hese declarations of W~ bcmg laid 
befole the Board, directed that the Secletary l'llqulle all thc IIonour:1Ue 
Company's covenanted servants and other European mhabltantR to 
attend at the Hom 'YOlk to-moll'OW morrung by DIne o'clock to hear 
the same proclaimed and tha.t he hkewlse send an OldOl to the clerk 
(r the m.trket for beatmg the battlCl1 to summon the mack inh,l.JJlt. 
aut" for that PlU'FOse. Also tlmt one of the declaratIons be sent to 
each 6uboldiuate bettlement by the first_conveyance.2 

At a ConsultatlOB, the 12th October 1756, read the following letter 
from Captam Jacques De FUDck to the President,ltnd CounCIl, cl.lt,ed 
nowbay 7th October 1i56' Yesterday, as a French War IS dccluled, 
your Honours were plcased to order mtl to deln er thiS day a pla.n
~)f, Bombay showing the situation of the' fortlfieJ works and to 
mark out the necessary batteries w oppose any enemy As I 
meutioned in my last description submItted to the nonnl, the 
fortified work round the town is in a very bad condition, and 
the mo~t of the sea side is quite open .• At the' bea siclt- to thc 
llgl,t and left of the fort are two batteries in A and B of the 
uraughtS and now in execution by yOU1" Honours' appwbatlOn: 
To make the front of the fort still more defensible I herc'pI'opoRo
one battery ll1 C, which &hall cover the foot of the CUI tain from all 
'langer from attack. As thIS battery is to he hOflzontally out 
upon the pou.t of t11e rock it will force the enemy to keep olt to a 
further dIStance. On this side of the fort under the curtol,j,n is 
al1'(,a,1y contrived a httle 80uterain with a gnte, whtlih will render 
it lUore convenient for a passa~ to and from this battery. ~I'his 
hattery is to be made of the stems and leaves of the cocoa.n11.t tree 
in the same manner as I have begun for the o.ther battery below 
the fOl t by the 'fank Bastion. It will be very necessary that tho 
uppc,r rart of the Governor's house is taken down, as its ruins will 
prove a very ready material to'throw over the curtaiI:\ amI fill the 

1 becret and PolitICal DIary 2 Qf 1756, 137,139.140. 
, BOIl). Gov. ConsultatlOll, 6th Oct. 1756, Pull. J)u~ry 2() of 1766, 410.411. 
3 Tln8 pld.ll)las not bCL/l tlaJed (1892). 
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open space "which forms the battery. Upon the bed of rocks, hefore' 
the'Mandvi and ltoyal bastions, I have proposed two slmilm
cocoa-palm batteries marIfed D and E. These two bat.teries aro to 
I>econd the other batteries below round the fort. and likewise tho 
intervals between the two abovementioned bllstions and the 
Castle. They will further secure the full flanked defence at p1 (''lent' 
wantin<1 at the faces :of the Mandvi and Royal babtiolls. Dongl'i 
is a d:ngerous place. It ought to b~ sustained with some gooll 
battery to prevent the hill fa1ling into the enemy's posflos'lion. 
The plan will show in F and G the battery I now propose contri v('d 
with a full flanked defence which it necessary as that fort had none 
before. This battery may be made of ground and fascines which 
will make the expense tlS little as possible. It, will be neccosary to 
join this battery to the fort with chevaux deJrize, which I have 
ordered to be made. 

On the land side opposite the Banian bastion a. small hill rises, 
about as high as the Town Wall. On this hill, a work which will 
not take long, a battery must be cut into the ground. This baLtery 
will command much of Back Bay north ward snd southward. n will 
keep the enemy at a distance, and hinder their approaches, or 1'I.I.lsing 
any batteries near the fortification'.! of the town. I have propo~eJ 
an other battery of tho same kind outside of the Apollo gate. which 
will be at the least expense possible. One thing must be observeu, 
that the hedges and trees which surround most of this and the 
north parts ought to be destroyed or they will enable the enemy 
to come under the ~all without being seen from any of these'works 

By the entrance of the Ol~ Woman's Island near Mr. "Broughton's 
house a fine spot commapds 01\e part of the entrance of the road 
and likewise Back Bay. Upon this place.1 propose a redoubt '"hich 
can easily and speedily be cut downwards- in the ground. ThiR 
redoubt will keep the vessels far out in the road and hindel' !U~ 
enemy ~ntering the island.l 

Atter consideration the Secretary is directed to acquaint Captain 
.De Funck that he has mistaken the verbal order we gave him tho 6th 
~Sel)tembtll', which was to delIver in a plan of the wholP. WOl'ks as th<,y 
now stand, with the alterations he proposed making. .A$ Capwn 
De Funck represents It to be necessary, agreed the trees and hedges 
within four hundred yal-ds of the town wall be lmmediaidy cut 
down conformable to an order of the Board dated the 6th July 17a9. 
In r~ard to the destruction of the upper part of the Fort Housc, 8ho1\1.l 
a Board of officers deem it absolutely nccessary) the President WIll isstw 
oruers to have it pulled down. At the same tnne a proper house must 
be firet found for keepiug the Secretary and AccOml)tant's offices 
Resolved, when the batteries now raising are finished, that should they 11( 
fotmd necessary the others now proposed by Captain Do Funlk 1. 
begun.9 " _ 

A.t a Consqltation·lleld the same day (12th October 1756) approve( 
the following opinion of the Council of War, dated Bombay ~tJ 

~ SeCl'Ot &nd Politicd DIII.I'Y 2 of 1156.173,175. -
Rom. Gov.OousultatlOll. 12th Oct.17G6, SCOl'Ct &mll'oJitical DiarS:I of li;,G,l.2. 
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OCroOOI' 1756: Sir Jamcs Foulis acquainted the officers ~hat he was 
dlftlCt~'<l by the Govemor to take their opmlOns of the best method of 
qUalt.mng the troops, lllliIba, and other inhabItants of tins iblaud for 
Its defence, should an enemy attempt to l~nd upon the ibbnd. The 
following arrangell}.ents are proposed: The several corps of milItary 
and mIlItia are to rendezvous at the alarm post assIgned them, flOm 
"ht!nce they may be llllmedmtely detached to oppose the enemy in theIr 
attempt to land. A prop(]l'tlOnable trai.n of field artIllery IS to 
!1ecomp.1.ny eaeh party, whICh is to be remforced by part of the garnsons 
of tho adj1cent forts. Should the town be attacked, the guards, 
olll"ers mcluded, w!ll amount to th)ee hundred and sixty-three, and as 
it IS probable that the attack may be from the sea, eight hundled more 
would be leqUlsite to work all the artillery tbat might be blOugbt to 
bear upon slups m and coming mto the Roa<t Now the garl'Ison 
conslStIug but of tv.Telve hundred mihtaJ.y. It appears that the whole 
must be upon constant duty, Without expecpng a rehef, a fatigue that 
could not possibly be long susta.ll1ed. '1'hls dIfficulty mdeed is seemingly 
obVll1ted by supposwg that attacks made by sea are of a, ShOI t 
contmuance and therel'ore the fabgues or the defenders being short may 
be supportej. Even granting tlus, a great inconveDlence must 
necesE-anly happen for thIS reason that If any place should be too hal'dly 
pressed by the enemy, there would be no troops to spal'e for its 
aSslst.lnce. To remedy this and other inconvenienCles, such a disposition 
of the mihtary and other troops must be made as to make a. relief 
l'os~lble. 

To employ the whole militia without distin<otion on miIit!try 
duties would in all probability rather create confusion than further 
the service. It is therefore thought 'lUore proper to pick five 
hundred out of the whole, and four hunored sepoys, and to appoint 
a rroportion of them for gnard, to do duty with the regular troops 
in such places particularly as are farthest from danger. By these 
Joeans the duty will be eased, and more men may be spared for the 
service of such places (I,S may want help .• After A.ll this 2"16 mcn 
will still be wanted to complete our relief. This defect may be 
f>upplied by European seamen or lascars, of whom no disposition I~ 
or can be made at present, since it depends upon the number of 
ves~els that may l,e In port, or the occasIOnal use that may lie made 
of those people. If ordered a"hore for land service, they may be 
appointed to rendezvous behind the marine banksaul (or storehouse) 
in the street leadmg to the Apollo gate. The European inhahitants 
who make up but an inconsiderable number, may be riserved for II. 

piquet guard. Such of the militia ,as are unfit for military duty may 
Le usefully employed in helping to extinguish fires, in assistll~g to 
bm'y the dead or to carry off the wounded, to remount cannon or 
hring ammunition, For these, the upper bazar seems Il. proper place 
of rendezvous. In case of an attack by land, two hundred meD. 
~ ,.,ouM be sufficient for the service of the cannon and mortars that 
might be employed against the enemy's batt&ries and approlLches. 
If, on the other hand, sallies are to be made, breaches repaired, and 
retrenchments cast up a much ~J!eate~ number must constll,ntly 
attend for these several services. Nor ill it to be forgotten that. m 
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the preced~ng estimate no allowance is made for los8 pf men, J10r 

for such a~ may be disabled by sickness wounds or other accident~. 
In fine, it seems in anl, case necesr-ary to employ the ahove 
mentioned number of militia. and sepoys or an equal numLer of 
'(lqually good men in the manner and for the. purposes alI'eady 
tlxplained.1 

On the above 'letter the s(>lect committee passed (12th 
October 1756) the following orderst Sir Jam,es Fouli'l i1divelS 
in the opinion of the Council of War held agreeable to l:mt 
Consultation. This is read and a~reed to be carried into execution 
as fast as possible. Also that or~rs be sent to the subordinates 
(that is subordinate settlements or factories) and elsewhere fol' 
entertaining aU the able bodied and useful men that can be met 
with.2 

At a Consultation, the 1st November 1756, read the fonowing letter 
from Captain Jacques De ¥unck to the President and Council, dateJ 
Bombay 1st November 1756: Agreeable to your HonoUl's' commands 
I now deliver the plan of Bombay £ortificationsS as they now stand 
with'the additional works wrnch I have propo~ed to render this puce 
more defensible in the same manner as I have long since shown the 
Board. I am now at work upon another project to fortify this place 
on the land side to a larger extent, by which means many of the builtl· 
ings now without the town will be included in it, which I hope Will 

prove to your Honouri,' satisfaction as well as to that of the ,inhabIt· 
ants. With thIS plan and proj"~" ~l clearly demonstrate the 
advantage and disadvantage of the expense. I must humbly beg 10 
be.excused that this rough sketch I now lay before your Honours is 
not so completely finished a~ I could have wished. My time will not 
permit It otherwise. I ·am constantly employed about the fOltilica
tions, and have very little assistance either in that or in the command or 
the train. I cannot charge myself Wlth any neglect or delay in the 
perfor~ance of itnything my superiors have ordered me and hope to 
be commended by my Honourable Employers for the same.4 

Resolved that as Captain De Funck represents he is so fuliy 
engage\! wlth the duty of Engineer that he cannot attend properly 
to the- train, the Major put the next officer in command of the train 
tIll Captain De Fnnck has more leisUl'e. This is not in any shape to 
prejuruce Captain De Funck's emoluments arising from the train 
~uring such interval & , 

~ -a COI)Sultation, the 19th November 1756, reperused a letter 
from Captain Hugh Cameron, Clerk of the Works, setting forth that 
he had complied with our order of elle 13th October for cutting down 
all trees or hedges within four hundred (400) yal'ds of the town wall. 
Agreed, in order to prevent their growing again, that Captain CaHl.eron 
he required to turn up the roots.6 

I War Council's Op'nion, Bomba,y 8th Oct 1156, Secret and Political Dmry 2 of 
~756; 175.177 'Se~ret a,nd Pohbcal Diary 2 of 1756, 172·}73. 

3 This plan not traced (1892). " Secret and l'ohtical Diary 2 of 1706,205.206 
"Rom. Gov Consultation, 19th Nov. 1156, Secret and Pohtwal D,ary 2 of 1756,212. 
a Bom Gov. ConsultatIon, 19th Nov. 1756, Secret p.nd PolitIcal DJlIory ~ of 1756, 212.. 
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At a Consultation, the 30th November 1756, the' President 
informs the Board that since the declaration of war the Chief 

. Engineer has represented to the select commIttee that he deems 
it necessary that the upper part of the Fort House should be pulled 
down. Resolved that Sir .James Fouhs consult with Major 
Chalmers and His Majesty's and the Honourable Company's 
a.rtIllery Captains on a survey of the same and rE-port wbat part 
they judge ought to be pulled down, a-; we im<1gine a considerable 
part of the House may stand withont lllcollllIloJing the defence of 
the fort,! 

At a Consultation the 7th Df 3ember 1756 read the following 
survey report on the Fort House, da.ted Bombay 2nd December 
1756: After having considered the disposition of the buildmgs, it 
seemed absolutely necessary that the back part of the accountant's 
office and of the Secretary's apartments and the stair leading 
thereto should be pulled down as far as the inner arch of the gate
wa,y in a line paralld to the curtam , because in cage of an attack 
on the fort, the ruins of these bUlldmg'l would fall on the ramparts 
and be an obstacle to the defence The curtain itself ought to be 
strengthened by walling up part of the embrazures and thickening 
the parapet With parts of the materials of the buildmgs pulled 
down. When that IS done and the space cleared by the demolitIOn 
of the places mentioned, they Will then lie able to judge more 
exactly whether and how far it i:; requisite to pull down more. 
Resolved that these recommendations be carried out immediately 
after all the Europe ships are despatched and that in the mean 
time a proper house be provided tor keeping the secretary's and 
accountant's oflice" 2 

A ConsultatIOn of the 22nd February 1757 resumes' The regis
ters belonging to the secIotll,ry's and accountant's offices being 
ready for remo\'ing as soon as a prvper b011ge C<1n be hired for 
that purpose and the fair sea'::lon heing mucb advanced, resolved 
that the chief engineer be ordered to beg-Ill pulling down the back 
part of the Fort House agreeable to the artillery officers' opimon 
and our determination theleon.3 

A Consultation of the 1st March 1757 continues: NC'twith
standing the report noticed in Consultation of 7th December last 
as Captain De E'unck ill'::llsts that most if not all the upper part of 
the Fort House mu:ot be pulled down in order to render the fort 
sufficiently defensible, and as this will make it Impossible for "he 
President to continue therein or to keep the public offices- where they 
now are, and as there IS no proper house to be hired, resolved the 
offices may be kept in any remaining rooms of the Fort House. - At 
the same tIme since the tank-house IS wanted to accommodate the 
admirals on their commg here, the President will be destitute of 
a house for his town residence and Mr. J. Spencer's house is to 
be dIsposed of on his departure for Anjengo. ThIS house from 

1 Bom Gov. Consultation, 30th Nov. 1756, Pub Diary 29 of 1756, 532-533. 
~ Born Gov. Consultation, 7th Dec. 1756, Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 538,541. 
a Born. Bov, ConsultatlOll, 221!d Feb. 1757, Pub. Thary 30 of 1]57, 59. 
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tlje late adtlitions a.l1d improvemelJts may easily be ma.de fit for 
the President. It is therefore unanimously resolved to offeJ; 
,:Mr. Spencer what the houRe has cost. Mr. Spencer being present 
accepts this offer and declares. he will subscribe to a particular 
account of the cost of the house as it stands on his hooks, which 
he imagines wlll be about Its. !i>,OOO.l • 

At a Consultation the 18th July 1757 the President then 
informing the Board that on consurting the ohief engineer re
garding the sand-hill without the town wall and opposite the 
B.anian bastion, which fl'olQ its height and situation might annoy 
the garl ison extremely in case 0, being attacked by the French 
on the land side, the engineel' recommended its being levelled. lIe 
therefore proposes ordering the major to set the mllitia imme
(hately about it and that llO person belonging to that corps bf;l 
excused frolll this service without sendlDg a man in his room. 
This IS approved.2 

At a Consultation, the 23rd August 17£7, the new fortification 
pILymaster reporting that soroe sepoys who were sent the middle 
of JILst roo\1th (July) to work at the Prince's bastion have refused 
to receive the u8uILI pay/of 4 pice a dILy hitherto allowed them on 
being employed ill making the old and new dry dock. he l~ 
dlfected not to allow them or any other sepoys anything more.3 

At II, Consultation, the 2nd August 1757, it being neces"lary thai 
we should know the exact number of coven'1nted servants such Iti 

belong to the private merchants' ships and other Europeans 0' 

roestee inhabitants capable of bearing arms now on the i"lanll 
~xclusive of such as belonS' to His Majesty's detachmento.f artiller; 
or serve the Honourabre dompany in the military nlarine 0 

mihtia; Ordered tha.t tbe Seereta.ry require their attendance at th 
fort on Fril1ay morning next in order for their being mustered} 

Three days later (5th August 1757) a Consultation resume, 
Havin$. this day mustered the Honourable Company's covenante 
servants and other pernons belonging to the island noticed in 01, 

l&.st Consultation for the better defence of the place iQ case of bein 
a.ttack.ed by the French, and finding them to consist almo' 
entIrely of Europeans and no more than 94 in nurnber, resolvt 
that they be all formed into an independent e:ompany under t.l 
'Command of Charles Crommehn, WIlliam Sedgwick e) and Georl 
,Scott. and that whenever the attendance of thQ~e gen.tlemen ' 
ltIV""0f thern is l,'equired by the President, the next eldest co ... 
Dllonted s.erWl,nt in stanumg; commo.ud the (lompany in their stead. 

At a Consultation held the 27th September 1757, the Preside 
acqt\ain.ts the Board that in consc/luonce of his re'luest the Na 
(BaIaJ~ l'eshwa) hil$ sent him all order to. Ram6Ji Pant, govern 
of the neighbouring country, for receiving the European lad, 

1 Born. Gov, CODsl\ltatJOn, 1st Mar<h 1757, Pub. Diary 30 ()~ 1757, 63·6!.. 
~ BOlD Gov. CODsultatlOD" 18th July 1757, Puh. Dial'Y 30 of 1757,276. 
3 BOlU Gov, Con.ultatlUu, 23rd Aug. 1757, Pull. DII"'Y 30 of 1775, 322. 
1 BOlD Gov. ConsultatIOn, 2nd Aug 1757, Pub Dutry 30 of 1737, 2VI. 
~ llolU. GV\, COII",,]LJ.iIQII, 5tb AIIlr 17;;7. fub, l>u,,¥ 300t 1757.299, 
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a.IllI childl'en and affordlllg them suita.ble accommodatio~ at Thana 
in case of our being attacked by the French.1 

On learning of this proof of the fri.,mdly feeling of the Maratba'3 
the DIrectors wrote :.l5th April l75;}: ·Your comphmentmg the 
N:iua's gcncIl~Il\:huaJi Pant 1ll the Ip.anner you dId on the lllvita
tion to IllS daughter's marriage mee~ With our approbation, as 
such cIVIlIties are the best means for conciliating the Maru.tMs to 
onr mtelest. It gives us {Aeasure to observe the strong and recent 
m;,tunce of the fnendship SUb~18tIDg between you and the Mal'iithlis 
10 the Nana's giving an order to Rarnaji Pant for receivmg and 
accommodating at Thana the E,(ropea.n ladies and children in case 
of your bemg attacked by the French. We shall depend upon your 
assurances for cementing and improving this good understandlllg 
by all fittmg means.~ 

Shortly after the Bomba.y Government received Nuna's friendly 
assurances (27th September 1757) the.following letter rega.rdwO' 
the war plcparations oHhe French (dated 25th March 17(7) reached 
(2ith December) the President from th~_ Directors: Great pre-

'parations are making for carrying on the war between the British 
and French natlODS with the utmost vigour. The French .have 
been very industrious In fitting out an armament at Port I;Ori~nt 
for the East IndIes. It consists of twelve of the French Company's 
bhlps to be jomed by six lalge ships of the Kmg's and two frJgates, 
on board of which four thousand land forces were to be embarked 
under the command of ~1r. LalIy.s 

About the same time (27th December) arri¥eo a Despatch of 
the Court's, dated the 4th May 1757, in which the Directors write: 
The general SItuation of pobltc aflalr~ so far as they affect the 
Company, and the necessalY directions In thIS time of danger, as 
well With respect to the French as your concerns With the Mal'atha.s 
and othel couutl'y powers, WIll be communicated by the gentlemen 
ot the Secret Committee to our PreSident and the rest of the 
Select Committee at Bombay.4 

The Despatch contmues: Your care and vigilance are not to bQ 
confined to your presidency. In this dangerous juncture the~ 
lllUst exterul to the general mterest of the Company whe;ever and 
'\\ hcnevt:r It is in your power to be of service. ]!'or this purpose 
a good harmony must be kept up with OUl' other presidencies that 
you may mutually I1bsist each other.6 

At a Consultation, the 21 8t October 1757, the President lays"'efore 
the Board translate of four French papers intercepted yesterday 
uy a patamar from some gentlemen at Goa and at the Islo of 

1 Born Gov. Cun8\lltatlOu, 27th Rel't 1757, Pub. Dmt'Y 30 of 1757, 868. 
• (ourt w Bombay 2~th AIml 17li9 pll.\'a 00, Pub. Dop. Court'. Letters Vol. 5 of 

1757 -1761,182. 
S Court to Bombay 25th March 1757 para 9, l'ubhc Dep. COUli'~ Letters Vol. 5 of 

17~7 -17<:.1,2. 
'Court to Bombay 4th May 17.57 para 71), Pub. Del" Court's Lcttors Vol. Ii of 

1n.7 -1;61, 2U 
• Comt to &lubay 4th M"y 1757 para 80, Pub. Dep. Court'8 Llttel'S Vol. Ii of 

l757 .1.(\1, ~ii. 
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France tor Messieurs Le Verier and Boucard at Surat. These letters 
advise that the first division of the French fleet, which we suppo'le. 
must be the ships which rassed 'I'ellicherry the latter end of Augu'lt, 
is arrived in IndIa; that a second division waS expected at Maul'ltius 
from BrllZil where they say they heard it was alr~ady arrived, and 
that a third was promised -to leave France before the end of the 
fear. The writer acknowledges he does not credit the last division, 
and we think it· highly improbable U.ey could have advjce of the 
second division being already at Brazil. We hope there lllar 
be nothing ,but gasconade in either the secon!1 or the third dIVi
sion. We have the satisfaction t~perceive they are so greatly dis
tressed for wheat at Mauritius that they order a very large quantity 
to be purchased and sent by any means possible from Surat. One 
of the letters in cipher, dated at Mauritius 19th August la..~t, 
addressed to a committee of their India Company and strenuou~ly 
recommended to be forwarded overland, is referred to the Select 
Committee to decipher it, ~ith directions that if they fall copie.'! 
;may be forwarded to the lIonourable the Secret Committee and 
the Select Committee at Madras that they also may endeavour to 
decipher it.1 

At a Consultation the 22nd November 1757 the President 
acquaints the Board that so long as the French war continues he 
thinks it proper that the town gates should be shut at beating the 
retreat, but that the wicket be kept open till the usual time, To 
obviate any inconvenience arising from this regulation he intends 
ordering that the g"ates shall be opened to admit any gentleman and 
his company who has the parole or may be engaged with him at 
PareH. This is approved.2 

On the 5th February 1757 several houses near Dongrl Fort 
were accidentally burnt. As, if rebuilt in the same place, these 
houses would iuterfere with the fortifications, Government ordered 
(7th February 1757) the Collector to take the necessary measures 
for pre~enting their rebuilding. Next day a publication was 
issued requiring all persons, who, under pretence of assu,ting them, 
'had robbed the sufferers by the late fire of any effects, to deposit 
,!;he sam~ in the Bombay custom house on or before Saturday next, 
otherwise any person in whose possession such property might after
wards be found or who might be proved to have purchased or 
secreted the property would be prosecuted agreeable to law.$ 

lIlA.757 a new issue and translation of leading pUblications or 
regulations Was prepared. On the 15th April 1757 at a meetin~ of 
the Board Messrs. Crommelin, Byfdd, and Whitehill were appomt. 
ed a oemmittee to inspect the different publications and select certain 
of them for issue.4 

On the 20th Septeml)er following (1757) the committee laid 
-before the Board such publications /1S in their opinion' ought to b~ 

1 Born Gov Consultation, 21st Oct. 1751, Pub. DUtry 30 ot 1757, 392. 

B
' }lorn .• Gov. Consultatao!" 22nd Nov. 1757, Pub. DIary 30 of 1757, 428. Forrest's 

• ~me Serte&, II. 93. • 3 Pub. Dmry.30 of 17.07, 44 and 46. 
Born. Gov. Consultation, 15th Apnl1757, Puh. DUIf'y 30 of 175.7, J2ll. 
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renewf'd for preserving good order and government ou> the island. 
'fhe Council agreed that the collection should be sent round to the 
members for perusing them at their leisure. l 

On the 2.5th November after certain alterations and additions the 
pUblIcations were.directed to be tmnfllated into the country languages 
alll! read at the usual publtc places. As they were bulky, and as 
the inhabitants could not... be sufficiently informed of their contents 
by Onf' public reading, it wa~ agreed that 'copies should be lodged in 
the Col1ector's and clerk of the markets' office, and the inhabitants 
required to read them there that none plead ignorance thereof.2 

In Surat the year 1755 ~eenJ to have been quiet and prosperous. 
On the 4th ~fay 1757 the Court wrIte' We observe WIth sabsfac· 
tlOu the good understandmg With the Surat government, and trust 
our affairs are likely to be carrIed on at that place without the 
intermption and dlfliculties you have experienced for some time 
past. All prudent measures must be u~d to continue and preserve 
thiS tranl1uillity.s 

The same Despatch (4th May 1757) contains the following refer
ence to the result of the capture of Gherlll. by Colonel Clive (13th 
Febrl1ary 1756): The umbrage wInch the Marathas have taken on 
the capture and plundering of Gheria without their asSIstance and 
partiCIpation, bears an unpleasing aspect. We observe a treaty 
was on foot when your la&t advices came away to accommodate 
mattelS. We hope it has been attended WIth success. If It is at 
all tunes greatly for the Company's interest to be upon friendly 
terms with the )1arathas, it IS more partiCularly· so in the present 
dangerous SItuation. In this connection we cannot a\ oid observing 
that the Fresident has shewn his attenJ;IOn to the Company's 
interest in procurlllg a grant from the Marathas for excluding the 
Dutch from trading in their territories. This was a great piece of 
sC'tvice and meets WIth our entire approbation' 

In the same letter (4th May 1757) tpe Court continue: We 
shall dcpend hkewise upon your using all prudent measures to 
prevent the Dutch settling III the Sidl's country at Rajpuri. As. 
you repre~ent the applymg of some money among the Sldl"!! people. 
wa~ \'ery necessary on the occa"ion, we do acquiesce therein as well 
as give you a liberty of making use of tIns method when it is 
absolutely necesAary and done WIth the utmost frugality.6 

The 1757 records contain a few references to the increase <1l the 
Company's military strength at Burat. A ConSUltation of the 
26th September records: The chief and factors at Surat acknow
ledg.·d the receipt of our commands of the 12th by the convoy 
and adVl&ed that as Boon as some Arabs which they were enllsting 
were ready to go on board they should return such part of 
the convoy as was ordered. ~'hat their thinking the serdce required 

1 Born Gov. eon.ultation 20th Sept. 1757, Pub. DlRry 30 of 1757, 353. 
, Pub. DIary 30 of 1757, 4.32. The ... publICatIOns are not given in this Diary. 
3 Court toB<>mbay 4th :May 1757 para 86, Pub. Dep Court'. L. Vol. 5 ofl757.6I.27 • 
• Court to Bombay 4th May 1767 para 81, Pub. Dap. Court's L. Vol. 5 oU7fi1·6l. 25. 
• Court to Bombay 4th :May 1757 para 86, Pub. Dep. COllrt's L. VoL 5 ofl751.(!l,27. 
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expedition i'll. the despatch of the sepoys had induced them to embark 
five companies on the MOMnouth ketch and three country b()!lt~ 
hired for that pul pose as.,no other opportunIty was likely to offt:r} 

On the 6th October 1757 the Council remark: As we esteem the 
Arabs the best country mihtary and as they are Ifot to be alluwe,l 
provisions on shore we would have the chief and factors at l:)Ul'ut 
procure another compl1uy of Arabs.s 

References also continue to difficulties arising from E[J~hshm('n 
taking service m Native States. On the 27th September 1757 the 
supel'lntendent reporting that he h~,s been informed the two Ot\iCl'1 S 

of the Anne snow when formerly attached to the ships /Ice/ol' find 
P"otector, ran away witb their boats anJ entered into Ang\'lu.'s 
service, Government direct that the superintendent confine them ill 
order for their being examined.8 

At a Consultation, the 22nd November 1757, the Council recorJ 
the following: As the town "has become very dirty in great IlW.lInlre 
owing to the little regard the inhabitants pay to the bcaveng-cl' on 
account of hi'i being always a junior servant, agreed that n 
member of t.he Boa.rd be appomted to that office, and that all houses 
within the town be proportIOnably taxed for maintaining a suEllciont 
number of labourers, carts. and buffaloes for keeping the town 
clean.' 

A Consultation of the 3l'd :March 1758 records that as fires hf~ve of 
late frequently broke out in and near the town and as thtl pllncipal 
en<'ineer has reprilsented how much the risk of fire is illcrca~ed by 
pot or tile-makers carrying on thei!· business among or nCIl.r other 
houses, agreed that a publieation be issued by beat of drum reqUIr
ing all potters and tile~makers to move to the suhurbs within a 
month from this date under the penalty of a fine or of corporal 
punishment.6 

That the security which followed the destruction by ColoDt'l 
Clive a~d Admhal WlI'tson of the pirate stronghold of G}lerll~ on 
the Ratnagiri Con.st (13th l<'ebruary 1756) should have proved of 

'more advantage to the Dutch null French, who had no shcltl'r on 
-the west coast of India, than to the Enghsh who enjoyed the secUlity 
of Bombay, though natural, was an unexpected and most UIl

palatable l'esult to the Court of Directors. In a despatch of the 
5th July 1758 the Court wrote: It is with infinite concel'll we plamly 
Bee ~at the destruction of Angria proves a happy event to Ollr 

rivals in trade. After all our immense expenses the Company's 
affairs are brought into a worse si&uation. }I'or although from Yl'l\r 
to year we 118.ve been amused with the most specious promises that 
the Dutch should be drove from R!tjapur, and this indeed is one of 
the strongest .articles in your treaty, yet the Nana has not driven 

1 Born Gov. Consultation 26th Sept. 1757. Pub Dia~y 30 of 1757, 365-S66. 
2 Pub. DII~ry 30 of no7, 375. 3 Pub. Dill!')' 30 of 1757. 3G8. 
~ Bqrn •• Guv. Consultt\tlon 22ud Nov.l1'o7. Pub. })111.l'1 30 o~ 1751. 428, F'meft's 

Home Senes, n. 93. 
, J30w. aov. t;ousultati,on 3l'd Mlll'cb 1758, Pub, Dm!'y 31 of J73S, 168, 
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t.hem out. And now Oheda is gone, we are in douU if he ever 
.will. Now as we esteem It a ml\tter of the last importance to 
Bombay that the Dutch should be dislodged for eve·r from Rlija
pur, we cull upou you in the most stlrious manner to exert 
yourselves, using, every prudent. ,and political step with the 
~Iarathas and Sl!lis to shut out these dangerous competitors in 
trade. Indeed when we consider the great influence you have over 
the Sidis both of SUl'8.t. 8.l'ld Rajapur, and your cemented interest 
with the MaratMs, it ill a matter of wonder that this has not sooner 
been eJfected. l 

In the following year (25th A'ril 1759) the Court add: We shall 
(lepend upon your seeing that a.rtlcle of the Gheria Treaty with the 
.Marathas at all times effectually observed a.nd executed, whereby they 
promise never to permit the Dutch to have any settlement 01' to 
c!JoJ:ry on any trade in their dominions through Rlijapur or any other 
port. Your utmost endeavours must b~ continued to prevent and 
frustrate all Dutch attempts to settle at Bassein.l! 

The recent novel and crushing' disasters, the capture of Madras ill 
17541s and of Calcutta in 1756,' brought to the front the urgency of 

I Court to Bombay 5th July 1758 para 80, Pub. Dap. Court's L. Vol. 5 of 1107 ·1761,134. 
In th,s Despatch ~he Court seem to confuse the Maratha. RaJapur where the Dutch 
had a factory With the S,dl RttJPun (Janjna) where the L'utch never had a settlement. 
Iu the record the name 19 wnttou RoJepore once and RoJapore tWICe. 

: Court to Bombay 25th April 1759 para. 91, Puh. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 5 of 17G7· 
1761,182. 

3 Iu January 1756 the Bomblly Governmeut write to the Oburt: It ,s the greatest 
satisfaction to us to observe your Honours' approval of our seudmg a romforcem~ut 
to Madras. We do not doubt ere true your Honan&! have been mformed of the treaty 
whltb tbe PreOident and Council concluded WIth the I'rench, the 11th January 175:1, 
to contmue lU force tIll your HOJlonrs' pleasure is known. The Board have smeo 
settled WIth the French for the mutual returning ea.ch other's deserters on that 
coa.t, and hope your Honours may succeed in your eudeavours for osta.bhshlug a. lastmg 
pellce, .hould not a war break out betweeu the two na.tions Bombay to Court 31st 
Jan 1756 para 103, Pub Dep Letters to Cou,rt, VoL 4 of 1766·57 .. 37 • 

• I,etter from Chmsum, dated the 11th of July' 756, advised the troubles at 
Bengal were occasIOned by the Enghsh !;lying protection to the family of RIlJa 
Dul,.b, the governor of Decca, who bad been summoned hy SurAj-ud.Danla on Ill •• 
SUCC""Slon to the Nahobshlp (ou tho death of rns graudfathcr Ah Verlbkhan) ta. 
come to Mundavad to !;lve au account of his admlllistratlOn. 011 thljl, through 

, apprehensloU9 of losing hiS head and treasll1'O, he despatched all his family WIth 
Ins rIches to Calcutta. aud repa.rred to Muxadavad. Toot the GOvernor and COUllCll, 
Mo ..... Holwell MAnmngb&m and Frankland excepted, agree!} to give tho P"owctioll 
of the BrItish lIag to Dulab's family. The Nahob being adVised thereof ,\emandell 
theIll from the EnglISh, aud, euraged at theU' refusal, came down With au arll!Y of 
100,000 men Illld a large tram of al-tillery, atta.cked Fort W 1lhalJl, Bud aftcl' t.vo 
days' canrumadmg got possession. That the Governor, some of the Council, aud 
others bad retired on hoard the .hip& ~e day before, but a.1I the prISoners takell 
were in 11'0no That the castle and town WIth the factory at Kasimbazar were"totally 
.rumed, the houses all plundered, and the inhabltsn.ts lied or murdered. That the 
Governor bad earned on board wIth rum all the money and jewels WhlOh the inhabitants 
had lodged lU the fort for security, put Amiehaud in irous, and sel7Ald 82 Iakbs (of 
1111'oe9), With tIll) money of Raja Dulab .. That by the mediation of Khoja Vand the 
""abob on hIS approQ.Ch to Calcutta would have aceommodatcd matters, but tho Engh.h 
would not COm .. to terms. That the Moors had erected a battery under Fort Wilham 
Without receiving a shot from the fort. That on tho surreuder of the fort the 
N .. bob had confined all the pnsoners In a close warehouse where IUOlIt of them perished 
mtlwr for want of 8lr or through the nOisome vapours. But Mr. Hcllwcll, Coul1>, and a few 
<,thers were carried up tn l1'01l8, aud Mr. Watts and the 9Ocond of Kaslmba.arsetlltlihcrty 
to go to the coust, for wJnch PUfl'0se they wer~ gQII\l til tho lf~uoh,' That Mr. W .. U. 
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determIDUig"the limits of civil and milita.ry re&ponsi'hility and control 
in any of the Company's settlements during a state of siege., In a' 

on gomg out to treat with tho Nahob before Kabimbo.zdr, will by him ,lct .. ined t\ 

priSOnel'. 'l'hat the next <lay Mr. Collet proceeded on the Sl\llle errand, but "OOIl 
returned with some of the Nabob's {eOPle to dehvel' up the ammunition. 'I'hat tho 
Nabob had given Calcutta the n.ame 0 AlllDegger and Dl8.11e his IDllllSter Mnnhs Gent 
governor of It That tho Pl'lISS1ans would on thIS octasLOn lose 21lakhs, the Arme"mn. 7. 
8J\l1 the Danes Bnd Portuguese would suffer considerably. That the Dutch llad pa"l &()O,OOO 
and the }<'rollch 400,000 rupees to the Nn.hob. He further advIsed that the Engh.l. hUll 
apphed for a re-cstubhshment in ClLlcutta. (Extract from a letter, 11th J oly 17;;6, fNm 
a gentleman at Clnnsurn gnillg an account oitthe troubles in Bengal. Pub. Di"ry 1st 
Oct, 1'i56, Vol. 2~) of 1766, 403-404; Forrest'~ Home Series. II 91- 92.) , 

On the abeve the Bpard observe (Ist October 1756)' Takmg into eOllSideratiou tIle 
uuhappy sltuatlOn whlch prhate adviceslately received give of our HonoU1'3bll' l\lnstere' 
affairs m Bengal, resolved that We eenddirectloue to the Chief and Facton &;t 'l'elhcl!t'rry 
o.nd Anjengo to procul'e all the pepper they can without paying an exorbitant price, 
I'nd tbt we advise the gentlemen lU Bengal tho.t in case they caunot return tl""r 
ships home and send IL second slip round to Tellicherry, having resolved the 21st 
ultlmo (Sept. 1756) to provide for one (we will do {lilt utmost endeavoura to load them 
both at that ~lace) and Anjengo, but at the same time repeat that they will lade what 
redwood and saltpetre they can, in part of both ships' tonnage I a.nd should it so hltl'pen 
that they cannot send us a suppfy of saltpetre kentledge in the ships, we mOAt \1"811'1l 
that the ships may come properly ballasted, as no ballast but sand, winch i. lughly 
improper o.nd dangerous, is procurable on the Malabar Coast. (Pob. Diary lijt Oct. 
1756, Vol 29 of 1756,400) 

On the 11th October 1\'56 received 3 letter from Mr. John Zephcnu\h Hql\V(,ll 
at MUABdavad, elated 7th July, adviSlllg the factory Itt Kasimbllzdr bemg gwen IlIl 
to the Nabob the 4th June by the most unhappy and unaccountable infatuat",n ll\ titw 
Chief al1(l Conncil there The foundation of their roin WIl8 lmd. The accession WI\JI toO 
impOl tant to the Nabob to be rehnquishcd. For further detaIls Be0 Pub. Diary, 1 Jt,h 
Oct 1756, Vol. 29 of 1756,413 to 419; Forrest's Home Senes, II. 89.91. In thm 
letter to the CO\ll-t, 30th" October 1756, the Bombay Government wnte I Onr l"st ad
Vised your Honours our having learnt by private advices that the old NlLbob of Bet.gal'. 
death had occllSloned disturbances t'Lero, ILnd lt is mth the greatest conoern WI) havQ now 
to acquamt your Honours thtft we desp&tch the PhfEltlx sloop quick up t() IIlU1ra 
purposely to commuoicate to your Honours the melancholy sitUILtton of your all'aira IJl 
Dong"l, for which purpose we shall lay befoN you extracts of two letters fllr your 
HonoUt's from MossI's. Watts and Collet, dated at Cbandranagar the 16th and 17th of 
July (1756) r~celved the '7th instaot (October 1'756) under II> fiying seal by Sunt, nli!6 thll 
extract ofea letter from Mr. ,John Zepheumh Holwell to ns, dated at MUlW<l"hud tile 
l'7th of July and receIved the ltth instant (Oct. 1756) by patamar, belDg II.Il follows. 
That of the 16th of July from Messrs Watts and Collet adViseS that Fort WillilUn was 
taken the 20th of JUlle (1'756) by the Nabob of Bengal, grandson of Ahverdikhan, who 

,.dled last l\'farch For further details see thIS Bombay letter to the Court tlated 80th 
.oct. 17560t Puh. nop. Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1756-57, 100-119. 

Of the hostihtics between the Enghsh and the Nabob a.lld the troubles at CalcutlA 
ill 1'756-57 thc fol!owmg extract from 3 suhsequent (10th May 1'757) letter from llomhllY 
to the Conrt gives some details I We shall hkemse herl5 lay before yoor HOllounl 
I'n extract of the !Lecount transmitted the President respectmg the hosilhtle8 (lamed 
on a"gamst the Naboh. The squadron had bot IL very mMerent ymas<.gll from 
Jl.fadlas to Dengll.l in which Admiral Pocock in the Oumberland ILnd your HODOnrs' slup 
Malbro Were separated from them (but the former got lllto &llsSON lLooll allll we 
learn ha~ proceeded to JOlD the AdmirallLnd (he latter got into Rogues River .. bout the 
lOtll oi Janol>ry). After It few days' stay at Futt&h to refresh such of the people ... were 
affected With the scurvy, the squadron went up and atta.cked BudgG Budge Fort. 
TIns employed them near a day. Colonel Clive and hie party l&nded oVel'1llghton the 20th 
6f December and the next morning fell in WIth MAnekchlLDd, the governor of C .. lruttlL, 
who came down With a strong party to relif>Ve Budge Budge. .After IL sma" skirmish 
the Colonel put tLem to the rout and would have pursned them had he bsen .,.ell 
ncqu~mted ~th the country. However they heard forty of them were drowned in hast'!)' 
cl'.()ssmg a rivulet. MimekchlLDd's .t&te eleph&nt was killed by II> piece of artllk-ry I\IlIi 
he got a slight wonnd hunself 011 the head and lost three or four ~f hlB oost J awwdAn. 
Our loss Willi nine killed &nd a8 many wounded and Ensign Kerr in your Honours' serYlile 
was shot tllTongll tIle hoort. Before noon the 30th of December tho shlp had nIgh 
IlIIlenced the guns at the fort and oV01'set aU the earriasell but two, Towards night the 
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Despatch dated 12th May 1758 the Court write: In ordel: to guard 
IlS much as lies in our power against those striking calanuties 

A,lmiml sent as1,or0 a party of seamen to the Colonel's assistance, one of whom leapmg npon 
the wnll tIred his pistols and gave t.hree eheers whieh occasioned the alarm of n storm 
mlliling throngh the wh'ole an,l made them rush upon (from) the enemy in such a manner 
that ill less than ten mmutee there was not oue found rom"UlIng in tIle fort It was 
currently reported that the go.eruor of Budge Budge who was a fnvourite of the 
Nabob s ,md" good solmer was found'among the dead. The Ke;Jt,l had two men wounded 
there by a Slx-pounder and Captam Dugald Campbell was killed on shore, The ne'<t day 
\3l.tJ was spent in spll:"ng up and dtsmountmg some guns and oversettmg others,. 
On tho 1st of In.nuary they reached Ta~a Fort aud ,ts OppOSIte Mochn Tanlln, 
wInch forts hnmedll\tely began firing on t4. 'm bnt were deserted on theu- gettmg nbrea.t 
of them_ They set fire to both SIdes m the' evenmg and spiked up and overset the guns 
I\S at lludj:e Bndge The following morning (2nd of January) the Kent and 7"l'lor 
g..t under Weigh and Captam Martm in the Ral .. bury had orders to lay between 
tho.~ two last forts as a guardship (but from whICh he was expected to Jom the Ad
miral on the 8th) and the AdmIral had hkewise ordered Tanna Fort to bo l)lown up 
'fhe enemy in Calcutta began firmg on the Kellt and lyqer ill less than half an hour 
.. fler they weIghed. The 'I'yger led and was thnce "ulled from the fOl-t bnt warmly 
returned the comphment as soon !I.S she had got her broadSide to bear upon it; the Kenl 
brought up presently after and dtschargmg about 150 of herJower deck shot mnde the 
elll'my cease firmg, the whole of willch dId not exceed three-fourths of an hour and onr 
f"rces once more got possesslOn of Fort Wilham and Calcutta, The Kent dId not receIve 
a single shot, but the 7'1IQer had 7 killed and 3 wounded Next day bemg the 31'<i of 
January the Admu-al went ashore in form and dehvered up the keys and reinstated 
M,,_ D .... ke and Ius CouncIl m the Government Many of your Honours' godowns Were 
fnll of your stores willch had not been touched and many houses not much hurt. m
h"b,tants begm to flock in d&ly, and hazars increase That other accounts SlI.)(l as 
soon as the Nabob heard of our success at Bndge Bndge and the other fOI t8 he Imme
llmte1y det;)rmmed to IIUl.l'ch down with ills whole army conslstlllg of 80,000 men to 
drive us awa.y and had accordmgly detached hIS advanced guard commJ.Il,led by one 
JAfllr All Khan who came as far asa place called Plessy (Plassey~ and there halteJ 'fhnt 
It w"" also reported that our forces commanded by MaJor Kilpatrlck cOllSIstmg of the 
grcn:vllCr company WIth 200 sepoys, and a detachment of seamen he.ldcs the Br.d,vwal<l· 
and '/("'9 F •• her sloop, had in the" way to HugA taken a Moor's town cllllc,1 Cow 
(u!chce where they met WIth great riches A party 'of 8000 men command",! by 
lILlllhhand,la.te govemor of Calcntta, was sent to remforee it but arrived t{)O L,te, 
')'bat Captam DaVId Rwrue of the Suece .. galley, who left Calcutta the 7th of l"lIbrllal'Y 
Bnd arnved at Madras the 22nd, brought adv.ce that Houghley (Hugh) Wll8 t .. ken WIthout 
much opposItion and the loss on our SIde only seveR kIlled and 10 or 12 wonnded The 
plunder found m the place was in goods to the value of only abont one Jakho of rupees 
QWlUll' to the Duteh at Chmsura havmg given protection to all the Moors' effects that could 
h« c' nvcnwntly camed thither, and all that were found hemg sh.pped off the town 0:1: 
H ugh and every thing Wltilln two leagues round it on hoth s1<les the "Iver wert! 
hUl'1\t to ashes_ That about the 1st of February the Nabob's advnnced gnard came dow17 
allll encamped upon Dum Dum plain at some mstance from where Colonel-Chve had 
strongly mLr.nched Illmself, bemg the only avenue by which the Naboh eould go to 
attack Calcutta. The "Nabob sent word he W!l.S Wlllmg to accommodate matter. 
RmlL"bly Bnd would rece,ve any proposals for us at Barraset On this Colonel ChV6 
!'tnt two gentlemen With ills demands. They were scarce got out of our camp when 
they f,mnd themselves at the Nabob's quarters.at Amlchaud·. Garden House (buut by 
Mr H,u".,y) On theu- expressing snrpnse "t his bemg there when 100 saId he .hould 
walt at B .. rraset, the Nabob rephed it Was true he had made such " promlSe, but hi, 
people had brought them on contmry to h\s desigu. After some tlme spent in dlscours
mg upon trlfles he referred them to ill. mmlsters, But theu- conversatIon VOlth the 
mlDlstors h«mg of as httle consequence they got >8way !I.S soon 88 they could. III 
arld,tlon to the above proof that notillng could be effected by way of negotlltbon the 
MOOI'II had begun to set fire to the houses at the extrenuties of the town. Colonel 
,1'live tietermmed to attack the NIlbo~ immedmtely and the next morning marched 
With all hIS mIlitary force lind sepoys. The Admiral had landed WIth abont 600 seamen 
to attack tho Nabob's .quarters and take all ills artill~ry, He set out about 3 o'clocll: 
and arrived at the Moors' camp about daybreak, but It bomg 8n exceRsive foggy 
morning lils gUllle mistook the way aud they mi.scd the Nabob's quarters Bnd h18 
art.llery They, however, contmued their march tbrough the camp III a column keeping 
a comLdnt nre on all s"les, whICh mowed down numoors !I.S they went on and drove 
the Moors befole them w,thout any loe8 on our pl\1't till about nine o'~lock, when th~ 
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that have 'befallen us in 'the captures of our settlement>!" 
of :Madras and Bengal. we have appointed a succes'liou of' 

fog dispersing thoy fO'Und themselves in front close to the N"bob's cannon situate,t 
upon an eminence With a trench before it. The enemy discovering beir adVlIlltn!!,1) 
began immediately to play upon us and before we could get out of the llll~ of fire 
killed some men and officers Colonel Clive imme4iately retreated towllrds the BI'c.oo 
and Cheese Bungalow Road and about 11 o'clock got safe into Calcutt3, luwing made 
a ell'cmt of sil; miles from hIS intrenchment in hiS march through the caUlp 
which stood on that extent of ground, as tho number of the 1IIoors was Ile"r 
100,000. After refreshing his men in the afternoon he returned to his illtrcu('hnicut 
near Perins. Our 10SB that day was about tforty Europeans killed and 30 lVOUIlded 
Among tho former were Captain W. Pye of the Grenadiers and Captam 'l'unothy 
BrIdge who acted as Aid·de·Camp, Mr. W. Belches Colonel Clive's secretary, and 
some mferior sen officer~. The wounded were Captain Nicholas Weller of th~ Klllg'S He
gIment, Captain Fraser III your Honours' serv~ce and Lieutenant Rum bo1<1 though but 
shghtly, WIth Borne others whose names are not mentioned. Mr. W Ellis, one of your 
lIonours' covenanted servants, had also his leg shot off, and,lus thIgh bClng much .1utttcre!l, 
it 'was believed he would not reco~r. 'The Nabob moved hIS camp to a greatel' d,s
tance that day, but it is said came the next day and posted it WIthin a mll~ nD'\ 8 half 
of Colonel Clive's intrenchment, and to prevent Ms bemg again surprlBcd and to keep 
his people more elert, contmued nrmg guns all night long. It was rl'I'ol tc,L he lost 
between four and five thousand men in the action, Bombay to the Court lOth May 171:17, 
Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1756·57, 209 - 211. 

The success of the Enghsh at Calcutta (1757.) after the' hostilitfes bctwoPll thelll 
and the Nabob, is thus reported tothe Court by the Bombay Government (14th March 
1757): It is with great pleaslll'9 we have now to acquamt yoill' Honours that by a. 
letter whIch the President received the 7th instant (March 175'7) from a cou9ll1erablo 
merchant at Muxadavad, we have the agreeable news of the Eugltsh forces in B"ngal 
dlS0mbarking the 31st December and re-taking- your settlement at Cl'lcutta tho 21111 
January. And though we impatiently expect further particulars of this fortunlLte 
event, we have judged.it necessary to transmit this brief account thereof without lOBS 
of tIme and shall advise your Honolll's as expedltiously as pOSSible of Buch infol'lnntion 
as we may hereafter receive. On tee 27th of January came a palamar With a dl1I'ltrate 
letter of the 15th September anll another of the 25th of Octo~r from your Pre"dcnt 
and servants conduetlng yoill' Honours' affall's in Bengal, both dated at )'uttab. 
These are the only advices we have reoeived from them since tl,e mi.fortune. 
attondtng your affairs there in which they desire UB to aSSist them with the l'rotentn~, 
another shIp of force, and a detachment of mihtary and artillery. We bave tbQ 
satisfaction to acquaint your Honours that they were long before remforced from henrc 
as much \s poSSIble' and indeed beyond theIr request Bombay to tho Court 14th 
March 1757, Pub Dep, Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1756 57, 204· 205 

Two months later, loth May 1757, the Bombay Government again wrIte to th~ 
Court: Under the 14th March we B~quainted your Honours by the S,valJow to GOlllbl")()~ 
~hat we had learnt the English forces in Bengnl commanded by Admiral Watson Bud 
Colonel Cfive re-took your settlement pf Calcutta on the 2nd January and hove 110" 
the great satisfaction to advise that the PreSIdent received p~ivato letters from Mndl'll' 
the 23rd ultimo (April) confirming that egreeablc news. Also that tbose forco! 
had entirely destroyed the town of HugU and obhged the Nabob to retirc with I 

numerous army from hia camp on Dum Dum plain, after sustaining a very COO 
eidexr.ble loss m an action there which had induced the Nabob to offer tur!U8 0 

accommodatIon •• In consequence a definite treaty of peace was actually signed tho 12tl 
of. ~ebruary by wluch, the President's lettel',jl advise, all your Honours' old l>Jtil'msJ 
prmleges are,not only renewed but your Dustucb (certIficates' are to pass nnmole~to< 
up and' down the nver; your subordmate factories to be immediately re·..,ttlcd 
Buch of your Honours' effects as the Nabob possessed (of which a very consid.rabT 
nmolUlt remained m your warehouses at Calcutt,,) to be restored, and your Honom 
~o be allawed to erect a mint there and to raise fortifications in Calcutta whcn an' 
~ n what man~er you please. The above adVlce' do not mentIon whether any satlsfuctlO 
IS to ~ obtamed for such effects as may be missmg either belonging to your Honour 
or pnvate persons thongh a country letter represents that the Nabob had agl'oo 
tlo make good all damage that has happened eIther to your RonOUt'll or others; I 
rebuIld t~e town of .Calcutta and Fort William; and give up KJlslmbazar entirely I 
the English only desll'ing that, as Bengal has always been a nelltraJ port, the Frene 
~a~rel~hnMrunlo17ested m their factory. This it is said i& complied With. Bombay t 

o ay 57, Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1'156 5'1, 208·203. 
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capable officers to the chief command of our militart. Still as 
these officers must be governed by the Civil Branch, we cannot 
deem our settlements m time of danger ,to possess that security 
they would enjoy if the military powers could operate without 
civil control. Having with great attention well weighed this 
important subject we u()w lay down the following rules to all our 
presidencies. To these rules you our Governor and Council must 
strictly adhere. Whensoever it shall be your misfortune to have 
the island attacked by any enemy whatever, the powers of the 
Governor and Conncil, so far as respects its defence, are then 
suspended. In such circumstanf!eS the sole authority shall vest in 
our President, the Major, the Superintendent of the murine, the 
Engineer, and the next most capable military officer to be appointed 
by the said persons. In choosing such officer, should the voices be 
equal, the Governor and Oouncil are to appoint the person, and 
these are to form the military governmpnt in this exigency. Who
ever is defective in his duty must be tried by a general court 
martial. We further lay it down as J, standing rule that, unless from 
want of ammunitIOn and provisions, no fortification be given up 
without a breach made and until it has stood one assault. This mIli
tary authority is to exist no longer than the enemy is before the place 
and the island is in danger. When the island is restored to safety 
this military government is immediately to dissolve. The President 
and Oounell are to re-assume their own powers, and our aflitirs are 
to be conducted by the same authority as now exists. Should it 
ever be your misfortune to be reduced to extremities, and the said 
military power be under the necessity of compromising with the 
enemy, we direct that snch treaty or agreement must be considered 
and digested by our Governor and Council; and receive their appro
bation~ According to our former appointment, Colonel Lawrence 
is Commander-in-Uhief under the Governors and Councils of all 
our forces in the East IndICs. If therefore he shall happen to De at 
Bombay, he iR to be one of the said military goverliment and is to 
take rank next to the Governor.l 

Of the progress of the J<~rench war the Directors wrot(' on 1st 
November 1758: The war with France continues with great 
viCtour. 'We have the pleasure of saymg that by the steady con
d;ct of our government and the superior force and success of the 
British navy, that of France is greatly reduced and the remainder 
in a great measure confined to their ports, French commerce like
wise is at the lowest ebb. The only notable efforts the French 
make by sea are in the East Indies. There we flatter ourselves 
both from the early intelligence which all our settlements have had 
of the naval and land forces under the command of Monsr. D'ache 
and Lally and from the great loss those forces have suffered by 
sickness they will make no great impression. We have lately 
received intelligence from Ilha Grande at the Brazils that in 
the month of May last (1758) four large French ships were at that 

1 Court to Bombay 12th May 1758 paras 120 and 121,l'ub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. Ii of 
17151·1761,122·123. 
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place, being rart of a fl~et of eleven which sail cd togeth('l' from 
France, and that the said four ships were waiting for the rcuH1in-' 
ing seven to proceed together to the East Indies;. wheth~r they 
had any or what number of land forces on board we arc. not 
informed nor whether any other French ships flailed last season 
for India.! 

Of the negotiations then on foot fqr the establishment of the 
Company's power at Burat a letter of the 20th April 1758 froUl the 
Bombay Government to the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Directors gives the following ae~ils: YOul: Honours have been 
acquainted with our motives foj concerting an expedition to 
Surat, tmd how far we had prepared for it, tu the Leginuing of 
l<'ehruary. We have now to advise that aiter having prevailed 011 

Pharas Khan to come hither from Ba.ssein to execute .,uch it treaty 
as was necessary for your: HOllours' reaping the benefit of tho 
expedItion, and having dJawn up our instructIOns on the lith 
ultImo (March) that the whole of the forces we had destmcIl for 
that service might have proceeded the next day, the Pre~id(Jl1t 
received such an alarming letter from his agent Ilt Poona in rewud 
to the Nana's marching WIth his army into our neighbourhood that 
we deemed it necessary immediately to drop our de:,ign for the 
present. Agreeable to whICh we wrote Mr. Ellis to return such part 
of our m,n'ine and military oruered tu the Surat Bar the begin
ning of March, under pretence of protecting the trado bouud 
thIther, as he might judge more than sufficient to exact a proprIo 
respect from that I¥>verlllnent. Instead of this Mr. Elhs thought fit 
to return the whole lest, as he alleges, any uisa"lter might Lef~U 
us. He has al:;;o desired to be reHeved in the Chiefsbip imme
diately after the rains" because he says the altering of our 
resolution to obtain redress at that juncture makes it llnposslbJe 
to re-establish affairs on a propel' footing. Weare of a COll

trary opinion. We hope to preserve a tolerable un\lcrstamlin~ 
with An Navaz "Khan and his party .till we are effectuallyenabll!d 
to take satisfaction for his readmess to encroach on your pl'ivilegc~. 
We hope OUI' conduct will meet your approval, as we haye been 
entirely. influenced by our attachment to your real interest; for 
though we continue on the best terms with the MaratlH:is, we could 
hy no means place such confidonce in them as to leave this iblan.l 
destitute of forces and consequently liable to be insulted by them. 
Many circumstances gave us cause to apprehend they would take 
an 'advantage from our proceeding on the expedition. Not that 
'We think the MaratMs would make any attempt upon this island 
with.any other view than plunder. StIll the Marathas are a pE'ople 
of so mercenary 'R tempm: as never to forego any opportunity of 
plunder.2 

Regarding the preparations to mQet a French attack on the island 
a ,letter from the Bombay Government to the secret comIUlttee of 

1 COlH't to Bombay lst Nov. 1758 para. 4, Pub. Dcp. Court's Letters'Vol. Ii of 
J757" 1761, 139 

• Boltl. Gov to tho. Secret Committee in Engmnd, Bombay ClloStlo 20th April 1758 in 
Secret and Pohtical Diary 4 of 1758, 108 and 109. 
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the Directors, dated Bombay CllStlC 19th Sept.e~ber 1 '15S, sto.te,~: 
We continue putting this island in the best posture of defence 
nUtler the directIOn of lI1ajor Mace. Yanr Honours mny depend 
om utmost clllieavours will always be exerted for, its secUlity. 
". c have no accoout of the enemy having yet any force on tlus 
COil~t. The Malath,-1s re.lain 1Il strict friendship with us and wo 
lune the pleasure to advise that we have not experienced allY 
lllittt rial ill-treatment from 'Ali Navaz Khan which may probably 
be owmg .to PhalM Khan having resided here since the beginniug 
of :May.l '/ 

At a Consultation on the Brd flctober 1758, it was resolvcd that 
as the pulling down of the Fort House had Increased the eXIstlllg 
great want of apattments for the Company's servants, the materials 
trom the Fort House and from the sea side walls of the bandar 
warehouses be used in building apartments j Resolved that the 
Land Paymaster set about this wOlk.iI 

In a Despatch dated 12th }fay 1758 the Directors approve the 
lowenng of the Fort House In the snome letterthe Court continues .s 
We helve takcn due notice of yours and the Select Committee's pro
('t'cdings for putting the island in these very dangerous times in a good 
~nd respectable posture of defence and in particular for the attention 
you have gIven with respect to the works towards the sea, which were 
the most Immcdiately necessary and seem to be weU intended for the 
designed purpose. We observe also that Mr. De Funck i3 formmg 
;l project for fortuying to a large extent the place on the land side 
concerning which your Select Committee say they shall wait for our 
dIrections. With respect to works absolutely necessary for the defence 
of the place you have already been sufficienMy authorised to proceed 
upon them, and we now confirm the orders and directions which ",ere 
gIven the lust and the preceding year~ for thIS purpose. But we must 
defer sendmg any orders for carrying into execution the projected 
extensIve works until we have had Mr. Ma"e's thouShts and 'Projects 
upon a strict view of the works at Bombay which we are in good 
hnp('s he will have time to digest before he proceeds to Bengal. 
\\ e cannot avoid repeating what we have more than once said tha~ 
Mr. De Funck's plans and projects are in general too extenSive, and 
conscquently with little regard to the expenses they must necessarily 
be attended with. Bcsides we observe he still contmues very dilatory 
in producing his plans, those for the new works, which he promlscd 
in 1755, not having been delivel'Od in at the close of ~he £oUo,,1.ng 
year. 

The Despatch continues: WIthout economy and frugalit,w the 
Company may be run to great and many unnecessary expenses in 
the carrying on the works. We shall therefore depend upon your 
constant attention for settling sl1ch rules and regulations from time 

1 Bom. Gov. to the Secret Committee,19th Sept. 1758. Secret apd Political Diary 4 of 
1758, 161. 

S Bom. Gov. Cmumltation, :lTd Oct. 1758. Public DIary 31 of 1758, 439. 
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to time as !Thall appenr reasonable nnd necessary. The pointing out 
the respective branches of duty of the New Fortification Paymaster
and the Engineer, so tha~ they may mutually co-operate in carrying 
on the work~ also the regulations for transacting the busine~s of tho 
Paymasters office, seem to be well calculated and meet with our 
approbation. We must here observe thai Mr. De Funck appears 
uneasy and although his complaints in ~eneral are not madu out, yet 
we must suppose he has some foundation for his dissatisfaction. \V e 
would not have him slighted or embarrassed. He is to havo thc pro
per regard due to his station in th~ service, and he is to be attended 
in all reasonable applications for redress or ill giving advico as our 
Engineer.l 

, As a further precaution against a French attack 0. Consultation 
of the 20th July 1759 decided that the Master Attendant and 
Chief Engineer be ordered to alter the pilotage marks mto thQ 
harbour so as to mislead ali enemy on their attempting to come in.~ 

Two years later the Court express (6th May 1 '761) their approba+ 
tion in the following terms: Your causing the pllotagc marks tel 
be removed so as to mislead the enemy in case of an attempt upon 
the lsland was so proper a measure that it cannot but meet with our: 
approbation. S 

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated 25th April 175G, con .. 
tains the following details regarding the establishment of an A gancy' 
or Presidency in Smd: We have no objection to employing M" 
Robert Sumpton in carrying into execution our plan for a settlement 
at Scindy on the" supposition that you are all satlsfied he IS tho 
most proper person for suca an undertaking. Should he succel'd to 
our expectations he may rely upon our fnture favour. 'Va are 
sorry to fud you rather lukewarm upon a subject capable we 
conceive of great improvement, highly advantageous to Ul'! and 
the subjects In general. For neither are the manufactures and 
imporb of Scintiy a mntery to us, nor do we doubt that Scindy may 
be made a granary to your island, as well as a source of the 
supply of any number of ex.cellent cattle. We are equally clear 
Scmdy may open new and extensive channels for the vend of our 
wooller1t! an object you must always cherish. At the same time we 
are sellluble it has long been a fluctuating Government, and that the 
establishment of a Presidency will require circumspection and judi
cious conduct. If ::::lcindy saltpetre wastes by refining to the degree 
YOll mention,.. the waste must proceed from ignorance. Our late 
Chairman procured some Scindy saltpetre which cost in Scindy Rs. 4 
the 'fJ.a1ca man (80 lbs.). This unClerwent very careful trials here, 
and rost no more but proved equal in goodness to the best Bengal 
saltpetre.4 

£
1 Court to Bombay 12th May 1758, paras'75 and 76, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. fj 
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A Consultation of 24th April 1759 gives a. curious instance of 
~ila('knes8 of discipline among the ]3om?ay troopa. The entry 
runs: Two of -1>UI' working sepoys haVing gOlle over to the 
,:Murat.ha. country and under pretence of being Sidis plundered 
Bt.'verul pf'ople there; Ordered thu.t the sheriff cause them to be 
""hipped through the town at a cart's tail and turncd olt the islaml 
and tlUtt the produce of thsir efftlcts be applied to the use of the 
.:lumty school. As further th.ere is great I'eason to believe that 
Be, eral BHUllar off,mders have returned to the island publicatIOn must 
be j"sned, cortifying that If any tsuch persons are hereaftcr found 
Oil the ISland, they will he sevetely pUlllshed and confined to work 
on the fortifications for a number of years l 

Neither the punishment nor the warning succoeded in preventing 
the repetition of this misconduct. Soon after the close of the rains 
(29th November 1759) the President acquaints the Council that some 
of our inhabitants had lately entered into the Sim's serVice and gone 
to the other side to plunder the ~Iaratha villages. Depositions taken 
before Mr. Byfeld show that Dondu Suttir,Abdal)a Rizak,and Muham
mad are guilty of that charge and that Vcntum Bhandari is hkewlse 
guilty Qf perjury and that the syrang and tindal of a Sidi galivat 
whICh has lain here Bome time have been asslstmg therein. Taking 
mto consideration that these offenders cannot be tried at the quarter 
I!essions, as their crimes were committed Without our jurisdictlOll, it 
iiJ agreed that the four first named be severely whipped on their bare 
hacks and c!tained two together to work on our fortificatIOns till 
further order and that the t.wo latter be ordered" away with their 
gall vat, and suitable notice of the affair aRd our proceedings herein 
he taken to the Sidi at Janjira Ilnd the Maratha agent now here, and 
the joys (jewels) found III the prisoners' possession be deposited in 
the treasury in order that they may he claimed.2 

The following humble information of the shoemakers to the GOY
ernor of Bombay, dated 10th July 1759, shew@ a Mtatle rise, nbt only 
in the price of leather which might naturally follow the transfer of 
thf' North Konkan from Portuguese to MarlHha rule, but J1lso m 
food and house-rent: Your mformants humbly represent t~ your 
worships as fathers of the-helpless'that we formerly bought half a 
ww .. km for 3 qrs. or at most one rupee for which we now pay Rs. 2, 
11al£ a bufl'<.!lo skin for Re. Ii or at most Rs. It for which we now 
pay Rs 3 or 3l, and that goat's skins which were formerly bought 
for Rs 9 at most Rs. 10 the corge now cost Rs .• 17 to 20. 
'1'1Ie truth of this the goat butc~ers and parriar men will testify 
to your 'WorshIps. We further humbly represent that the wa~· 011, 
thread, black stuff, and skin is grown 80 vastly dear that we cannot 
afford to work at the present prices. If a man works the whole 
(lay he can hardly finish one RaIl' ot shoes though he is obliged 
to mallltaIll four eaters Further we humbly represent we formerly' 
Bold a pair of shoes to the soldiers and sailors at t of a rupee and to 
the gentlemen at one rupee and though the leather and every other 

I Bom. Gov. Consultation, 24th April 1759. Pub DlalY 32 of 175!J, 29(1. 
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material is become vastly dearer, we still 'Scll them at the same 
prices notwithstanding that one' phtl'ra of'rICe which we fOl'lllerhf 

bought at RH 1k now cot(ts us l~s. 2i and that the monthly rent of 
a house has rIben from Re. 1 or I! to Rs. 3.1 

011 the morning of the 24th September 1759 1118 Maj<'sty's Dnd 
the Honourable Company's troops were drawn up ncar tho Horn 
Work, and, all the European inhahitants with the principal natives beinl{ 
assembled, the Secretary on horseback published the following speCIal 
order or hctslJl~l htdcl1m received from Surat on the 10th Illfltn.nt: 
Be peace unto the high and renownM, the brave courageous and lion. 
ourable Richard Bourchter, EsqUJr~, the Governor of Bombay. '1'he 
courage and conduct you have shewn 111 his majesty's service for the 
good of our subjects the inhabitants of Surat are made known to hill 
majest.y and their ietter expressing their satisfaction therewith hus 
also been sho\, n. With these his majesty is. well satisfied ano prai~ns 
you. Wherefore upon thi§ account he has been pleased to order thili 
Jl(lsbullwkam (personal command) to be sent that you may tako 
cure of his majesty's castle at Surat and that you may sp<,ciully 
undertake the preservation of the trade of these flcas, so tlutt the 
inhabitants of 8urat may carryon their business and lIve m ca~e 
and TJUlet and the ships and vessels going to and coming frurn t.he 
Jeading and other ports be in no fear from rovers and pirates. 'rhe 
charter for the government of the castle and for the command of tho 
fleet shall be sellt YOIl from court; given on the 1st of the month 
'1'ell p ge (Till hajj and the 6th year of the reign of his present majest.y 
or the 14th Juno 1759. After this order was read the troops gave 
three volleys and a royal s~lute was tired from the castle.2 

Regardmg the trunsfbl' to the Company of the command of 8nrat 
castle and of the charge of the seas the Court wrote on the 23rd 
November 1759: We shall not now enter upon the consideration ot, 
SUl'ut uffrurs farther tha,n declaring our approbation of those measures 
you to~k for obtaming possession pf the castle of Surat, becausc they 
appear to us resulting from neceSSIty. Be careiul to secure the 
~1aratl~as their fixed advantages and do not suffer the merchants Or 
Inhabitants to feel oppression.s 

Of the questions raised by ille threatened attack of the Fronch, the 
state of Bombay Castle was one of the most important. On the 
10th July 1759 the President, after a survey by lumself, Mr. Byfcld, 
Major Mace, and Captains MaItland and Laue, laid before the CounCil 
thii following' 'pl'oposals for the defence of the Castle' That as the 
TUJf Work made by De Funck to. tlucken and strengthen the cUJ'tam 
bet\Wlen tlle flagstaff and the cavalier bastIons is decayed and in 
many: places fallen down, it cortmnly is now very defenceless. The 
curtam not only wants Wldenmg the whole length but to be l'alfoed higher 

I Bombay Shoemakers' Petition of July 1759 Born. Gov, Du~ry 10th July 1759, 
P~h. 1J.&lY 33 of 1769, 430.431 ' 

E' 130m Gov. ConsultatIOn, 24th Sept. 1759, Pub. DialY 33 of Ii,}!), 653· 5'}4; 
• ~' r~.t'8 Ii Olne Series, II 107, lQS. , 

2U3,Comt to .Bombay 23rd Nov. 1759 para 45, Pub. Dep Court'ij L Vol 5 or 17 .. 7.1761, 



Materiala.] 

AND ISLAND. 331 

to prevent au escalcado by boats at high water; Agrce<l the clutaiu he 
hnmeJutely ueed with stone and lU all respects put lUto conulhon to 
lel'cml <t hne of cannOll. 'l'hat as lII.tjor MlICe declares the sallyport 
at the foot of the flagstaff bastIon next the hmbour to be no mOle than 
Slxmchesthlck and'8Q wIde that six ~~n may march therein ableast WIth 
theU' arms shouldeled, Agleed that it is proper to have that part next 
the \\ ater-Hde filled and to convert the other mto a mag'.azlne. That as 
the lowel b<tStion of the cavalicr being very small anll exhemely weak IS 

pl!~judlClal to the defence of the place, Agreed that (except part of the 
gallery leadmg thereto that Will seJve for a magazllle to fill cal'twlgt's) 
the lower ba.~hon be ilD:l1edmtely lilled and heavy cannon muunted ou 
the remarnmg upper wOlks. That as sevelal of the gun l'alllag-es noW' 
npon the wOlks in the C~stle arEl unsernce .• Lle and l.'.ltho'lgh made 
for field serVIce are so heavy as to requite a much gIC,.tel number 
of men to work them- ~1l: tIrose made for the 1l1:11'lne FelVlCC, 
Agleed th. .. t aU -such -carrmges by the 1 w .. ter-b1(le be Immc(liatcly 
lcmoved and the c .. unon thele mounted on IDaline mrri:1ges. If the 
number of manne carrIages IS not suffiCIent -adultIon']'l CaIl'lages must 
be inuented for and, completed Wlthout delay. That as at plesent the
Castle Ius n() seCUI'e resting place for people off duty, Agreed tInt 
such pal t of the buildings thmelll as Major jybce tlunks propel' 
Ehollid be fOlthWIth made bombproof. Tlut as Major Mace esteemfl 
them of e;y,~y enbanee from boats at high water such wOlkmen as call 
be spared be employed in rlllslllg the low flanks made by DeFunck 
between the Royal BastIon and the Dock PIer Head. That the officers and 
men both III HIS Majesty's and tIre Honourable C9mpany's tlain or 
1101 tIllery may know whele to leplllr when the general alarm is made; 
Agreed that it WIll be ne.cessal'y for them to be statIOned to the several 
bastIOns and draughts nmde accordingly Wlthoat de-Jay. That the ~'oper 
quauhtIes of ammUDl~lOn may be not only allotted and prepared for 
immedIate serVIce but wrut lS necessary dtstl'1buted for the several 
works; Agreed that WIthout loss of hme the stOiekeeper should plepal'o 
and delIver an accurate account of all new and old stt>l'es tlmt'l't?Ilillln 
npon Ius books in Older that an exact and NopeI' dtsb1buhon Dilly be 
made. Tha.t in case of attack the European mhabltants and. 
nuhha Dilly act under ploper officers; Agrced that they be forthWIth. 
summoned to meet and after bemg formed roto companies be stationed 
whele It may be deemed necessary so that the members of each company 
on a. gIven SIgnal Dilly repalr to theIr proper posts. That as in Ca8{t 

of attack fire vessels may be employed WIth success; Agleed that nm
tenals be plepaled for making two fire vessels besides bQats, and nmt 
anchors WIth hawsers be placed at,oonveuient dIstances o'om the shore 
that the fire vessels or boats Dilly be hauled thelOby on boa.rd any Jl1lge 
Ilhip that may he against the Fort. 'l'ha£ a propel' quantity of prov1hions 
Dilly be secured WIthin the town walls lor the people that wrIl neccRsal'ily 
be on duty If the place should be attacked; Agteed that Mr. B)fdtl 
plcpaTe a statement of the supplies of each article required to staud a. 
two months' srege.l 

t Meeting of the Bombay Governor, Mr. ByfeJd, and threc principal lanel uffiqers on 
thel&mllJ tovllut.the C""tle, 9th July 1759, Pub. Diary ail of 17a9, 4:J~ 43k. 
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All these~esolutions were unanimously- approv~'and ordered to W 
earl'led mto exeeutIon as soon as possible.1 

At a Consultation held about a. month later (7th August 1759) a Jet,ter 
was read from MI'. Tl10mas 13yfeld.enclosing an abstl'ad of tl1e people 
tha.t may be employed in ca.se of a. siege and of the'provisions, h08pital 
stores, and other articles required for their subsihtence during a two 
months' siege. According to Ml' 13yfel4:s estImate a total strength 
of 15,750 men would be available fOI' the defence of Bomba.y. The 
de tails a.re ~ 

Bombay Ga,,,ison, 1759. 

~--------------------------------~------------------~ 

A.-Garl 'a.lion ... ~... .... .... " •• 
1 Artillery . ....... . 

(a) His Majesty's Roy"J detachment of 
artillery.. ...... 

(b) The Honoura1)le Company's artil-
lery.. ... ... .. .. , 

2. The Honour.tble Company's military ... 
3. Old garrison 8epoys ... .. ... • •. 
4. ~id18 from Snrat ••• ••• .,.. ..... 
5. Old SU13,t sepoys .. ... ••• .. 
6. Arabs •• ......... .. 
1-. I:lclUdy people ...... . .. . 

B.-Marilte Officers, now In port With the numher 
of European inhabItants and natIVe mlhtla that 
are incorporated for the defence of this place 
I. In port belonging to the GlIa,dw'll, Bom

bay grab, S'wul{ow galley, V'per" FOJ: 
and Defence ketches, BfJu.rret II<.nooner 
and 5 gahvats ... ... 

2. 'l'he Honourable Con\pany's covenanwd 
servants, commanders, ollice.s of the 
private shipping, free merchants, seafar· 
ing gentlemen and other European inha-
bitants ... ... .. ... • .. 

3. J¥>mbay naVive Inhabi~ants... ... • . 
(a) Cbnstumll... ... • • ... 
(6) Bhandaril!... ... .. . 

• (c) Gentus ... ... ... • .. 
(dl Moors ... '" ••• • . 

... (e) Parsis ... • • ... .. 
(f) Coffree slaves ......_ 

4. Mthlm mhabltants consisting of the above 
classes except BhandarlS and Pdrsls .. 

C.-Snndry PerBona belonging to the out·offices • ,1. Banaei Mastel' '" ... ... .. 
(a) }'nrvoes '" ... ••• no 

(6) Cooks and servants.. • •• 
2. Europea.n Hospital... .• • 

• (al Surgeon mates ... 
(6) l'urvoes .,. • .. 
(e) "'ervants .. 

3. Mlhtaty I:ltores .. . 
(a) A.rmourers .. . 
«(,) Officer 
(e) SepoYIiI 
(d~ Pnrvoes 
(e) BIgarls _ ;:: 
(fl A.rtIficers " 

." 
.... t ... ... 

Number_ 

236 

2S~ 
848 
955 
754 
209 
316 
178 

460 

98 

]li3 
330 

1906 
340 
180 
108 

1865 

2 
26 

~ 
2 

60 

:I 
1 

14 
8 

• 235 
Jll 

'Total. Orand Tot.nl. 

521 

84~ 
115!> 
754 
209 
316 
178 

45D-

J18 
3017 

186.5 

28 

371 

~781 

5431) 

6539 

~,Bom. Gov. Consnltatio!!, 10tb July .l15i, Pub. DII~rI3!! of 17511,424. 
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BUfllbay Garr~$o'TI, 1759-continued. 

Nwnber. 

C.-Slimily Pe,.OllB belooglllg to the out· • 
ofiict>s-(.outmufd. 

4. Topas,' and Mog's HospItal ... 
(a) Servants • • .. 
\b) Ponoes _. ". ... • 

5. MIlitary Pay Office... r. . ... 
(a) People properly be ouging thereto. 

(J) Olhcer... .. ... 1 
(1) hopoY8 ...... 11 
\1) Purvoes .• .. ,... 7 
(4) Ser,'ante .. J ... 8 

(b) lle'l.nlred for extra. dItty. • .. 
(1) bervaotB ... 20 
(2) Invahds ... 176 

i. Europeans • 20 
u. Topasses &; sepoys. 156 

6. Laod Pay Office .... 
(tI) l£mployed w, the offi~, ••• 

(I) Purvoea. ... .. . 4' 
(2) /;epoy8 _. ... ... 10 

(b) l!.mployed in PlU'el house and gal'-
den ••• ..... ~ •. 
(I) Purvoes...... 1 
(2) Servants-.. 84 

(c) \V orkmg OD the old fortlficatloos 
(1) 00POY9... ." ... 1~ 
(2) Blgan.... ... ... 189 
(3) ArtIficers ... ... 267 
(l) Slave. ...... 39 
(5) Purvoea. ... .. 4 

(d) I:lervant. belonging to the Governor 
Ie) blave·keeper... ••• 
(f) Employed at the acc(luntsnt:~ 

office, treasury, Old Woman's 
Island, and old dry dock ... _ •• 

7. Warehouse·keeper... ... ,.. __ • 
(a) Properly belonging to hun ... 

(1) Officers ••• .. • • 2 
(2) Sepoys ••• ... .. 11 
(3) Purvoes... ... ... 7 
(4) /;ervantB •• , .•• 2 
(5) Rlgans ... ••• 13 

(b) ReqUIred for extra duty .. . 
(1, Sepoy.... • • ... 4 
(2) Blgans. . ... 25 

8. New Fortlfica.tlOn Pay Office ... ... 
(a) Sepoys ... ... ... • .. 
(IJ) Purvoel ... ••• ... . . 
(e) Blg:U-18 ... . • ... • .. 

9. G enoral t;toreB ... ... ... '" 
(a) Repoys ... • • ••• ... 
(ll> PUl'VOOS ...... • .. 
(0) ~ervant8 ... ... • .. • •. 
(d) BIg1.118 ... ... ••• • .. 
(e) ArtIficers ... ... ..~ '" 

10. PrinCIpal EnglOeer ... ... . . . . 
(a) Employed by him on the new for. 

tltlLj\tlOD6 .• • .. . 
(1) hervants. ... ... 21, 
(2) Labourers ... • .. 2199 
(3) ArtIficers .. .. 816 

11. Collector's office, IDcludlngthe Dongrund 
" Mdl.ga()n coohes ••• .... . . 

(al Sepoy. ... ... • .. 
(0) Pun'oes .. ". ". 
(e) Coolies ... 

27 

196 

Ii 

35 

661 

13 
1 

• 12 

B5 

29 

16 
8 

17 

11 
)0 
9 

70 
la9 

3039 

6 
1 

330 

833 

Total I G l'aud Total-

36 

223 

41 

2aO 

8059 

343 

C~apter I. 
lllstory. 
GlurUml1, 

17ii9. 



Chapter I. 
-" History. 

(Ga.rrlSO~, 
1759. 

ReqUIsIte 
I>upphes, 

1769. 

334 BOMBAY TOWN 

Bombay Gar1'ison, 1759-eontinued. 

CL ...... 

C.-Sundry Per80!l8 belongmg to .tlle out· 
othoes-conttltued. 

12 Powder House 
(n) Ollicels 
(b) Sepoys 
(e) Purl()e 
(d) I:-erv.lnts 
(e) BIg(ms .. 

13. Bomb ... y Custom House 
(a) Olbcers ••• 
(6) Sepoys .. , •• 
Ce) Purvoes ... .. . 
(d) Servants .. .. . 

14. Mnblm Custom House .. 
(a) Sepol's '" 
(6) PUIlOCS ...' .. 
{cj ~ervallts .. 

15. Clerk of the Market's Office ... 
(a) bepoys . . ... ... 
(II) PlIlvoe ... ... '.' 
(e) Artlbcer ... .., ... ". 

16. MlIlt ......... .. 
(u) Sepoys ... ... ., 
(6) l>urvoes .... .. 
(e) Blgarls .,. '" .. . 
(d) Al tl'lcers , '" .. . 

17. Marille Olliee and DependenclCs ". 
(a) Boatswain... .. . 
(b) ballma~el' .. .. . 
(e) Cooper ... .. . 
(II) l:epoy~ .. ".. ... 
(e) Purvoes .... • . . • 
(f) Jihgius . . ... • .. 
(11) 81al·e. .. .• , • 
(It) Hyrllngs ... ... . • 
(.) Tmdals... •.• • •. 
(J) Lascars .. ... ... ... 

IS. ~lave. sup\l6.ed to b~ong to the .sevepd 
~entlemen .• ~... ..... hl 

Grand Total 

F 

Number. 

2 
16 
1 
3 

.1:16 

3 
at 
11 
2 

10 

" 2 

2 
1 
1 

3 
3 

139 
72 

1 
1 
} 

17 
22 

351 
1 
2 

22 
311) 

150 

TolI>l. GrnndTotal 

185 

47 

16 

217 

143 

130 

15,750 

Note.-Mr Byfeld adds: The Iabournlg people flOm the adjacent countrlCs that 
offered to act as sepoys III the defence of the island in case it should be attackeu and 
were put under the head overseer of the OOllutl'Y wc'rkmen aro included among the 
number shown a. employed by the Prillcipal El1gineet'.r 

tn 1759 on: the supposition that Bombay' be attacked and lai,I 
under a siege for two months an attempt wa~ made to estimate the 
n.mnJ,er of men that will have to be kept employed during such 80 

time- for its defence and the provisions and stores that will be 
required for the same, taking account at the same time of what 
'grain was in store by the inhabitads of the town and h,land of 
,Bombay. The details collected showed that of the total 15,750 
'me~ required, 1195 would be Europeans and 14,555 would b0 
natIves. '1'he 1195 EurDpeans would consist of the King'l'l~aud 

I See £0111. Gov. ConSlIlt"tloD of 7th Aug. mw, rllbhc Dlilry 33 of 11il9, 4iJ· 4iO. 
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Company's artillery -and Company's military and marine and the 
·Europt'an inlHlbitants and sundries belonging to the out· office!'!. 
'The required pro'vi:"ions for them at Ellropt·an allowance would 
l>e 11'~5 Surat mons (47,800 pounds at 40 lbs. the Suro.t ,".'an) 
ricr, 59;! Sumt· mans ddl or pulse, 170! IJombay mans (4774 
pounus at 281b;;. the Bombay man) gM, 358,500 firewood billets, 
:!:]40 gallons Batavia alT~k. 81,2W pounds beef 8lld pork. 
351S5 "alt cur\ ens (kaIaM.~), 8lld 52,580 pounds bread. l The 14,,)55 
]\ati~-t's would consist of 179 men to be paid at double allowance. 
~.-:G at one and a balf allowancCl, and 14,140 at single allowance.2 

For the 179 men at double a~owance would be required 7lG 
Sumt 1lFOH rice, 358 Surat mans dtfl or pulse, 7l~ Bombay mans 
gIl i. and 6.}, 14(} firewood billets. For the 2.~6 men at one and a 
half allowance would be required 708 Surat mans rice. 354 Surat 
lII,tltS (/,tl or pulse, 701 Bombay mans ghi, and 63,720 firewood 
bllle·ts For the 14.140 men at siI?€le allowance, would be 
f,...juired 28.280 Surat mans rice, 14,HO Surat mans dctl or pulse, 
2t\:!8 Dvmbay milliS ghi, and 2,5-15,.200 firewood billt:ts. Besides 
there was to be IDfl.de an extraordinary all.owance of drams which 
it wa~ supposed might be required for the following people during 
a "i'~f;e: ~hlit.ary artillery and marine topasses, Christian militia 
and artificers, and the Honoura.ble CompanyJs slaves, 1400 gallons 
at 1 gallon each per month Batavia. arrack.3 

I The enrven or Ill, alia is a fair sized fish still commonly dritld and sent np-country •. 
This .Jwtiticat iun seems better than the Portn,,<>ueBe fish CVTl>tna. Bald to be so ca1led 
£NIII its crowlike blackness. The t"O'1"!.lia seems no&; to be commonly dned or salted. 

, The 179 ruen were to be made up of 21 suhbed.\.rs. $0 jumledArs 0amtidlirs) in tlle 
I!"U'Tl>WD .ernLe anti at the custom-house, 14 syrangs in the tmin marine and out-office., 
snilll * Purvoes (PlLrbhns) and shrofl's in the tmin and out-offices The 236 men were to 
be IImJe up of W hav.ildArs in the gam.on and out·offices, 76 n~ikB in the garrison and 
(lut·"fucps, 41 tmd.Jls in the tram marine and out-offices, and 2(J sabruses in the garrison 
1],e ll.,l-W men were to be made np of 356 in the mlhtary, !,l in the Honou'1'Ple 
<. omVdJ1Y's artillery. 32 in the manne, 4882 in the mil.t1lL, 46 Honourable (:ompany's 
slav, s, [50 slaves belonging to gentlemen, 2499 sepoys in the garrl'on servIce ont-offices 
and "~rkmg on the ohl j.n-tdl.cat.lons, 3353 bigans and coolies (that is labourt>rs) 
l..J'>tlj.,-iug to the ollt-offices, 240 servants inollhltng overseers cooks and others, 1sq, 
invalids, 6:!'l1o.scars in the tmm marine and out-office~, and 1787 artiliters ~ the tl'am 
m:'rUle and ont-offit·es. Total nnder the three rates of allow~nce, 14,555. l'tiblic Diary 
a3 vf 1759,476-477. 

3 In additIOn to the above and the doctor's list the following articles app"ared 
,nfCPSsary to be pronded and reserved in store in case of a siege ~ 1520 copper pots, 761) 
(",.tll co\e,.,. that Imght serve for diHhes) to 10il provisions of ,hlJerent sll'es for 15,750 
ruen ano! 760 for malnng curries; 1000 earthen -cundys (bod ... or earthen pM.s of 
ti",,-er pot shape) pans and dishes of sorts, includmg 150 frying-pdbs, 90 dIshes of 
sorts, and 760 copper ladies; 500 wooden gamels; 1600 cocoanut ladles; J 000 cocoanut 
she!lll, 200 man8 candles for lamps; 400 mo;n8 Oll for lamps, 30 mans ta.warind, 
100 malls sugar; 10,000 bundles stmw for cattle and the people to git.'£P on; 1000 
bundk." charcoal. 400 sups (scuttle-form baskets for Sifting com); 400 brooms; 1000 
w..kets exe1usive of t10se for tl;!e fortificu.tlOns; 10 'mil'" pepper; 200 <loaR8 salt for 
Falting lueat and the peoples' victuals. 100 lamps for burnmg 011; and 200 buckets 
"'lth 1"('1"'8 £01' dr~wmg water. . ' 

Then follows in the record: Here were entered tbe nndermentioned tables of 
p"o,-i.IQU8 showillg the daily and monthly allowance of each separate u.rtiele 
fvr one man to 1000 respectively, namely, Europeans per day and per month of 30 days; 
top~, dItto; sepoys, officers, and others, donble allowance and 11 allowance, ditto ; 
sepoys jIJld others, .. mgla allowance, ilitto These further details lIre not now (H!92) 
&\ailable. Public Diary, 7th Ang. 1750, VoL 33 of 17(;9. 476·477. 
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336' BOMBAY TOWN 

The following 1s an abstract of the men -and provisions requirecl 
for Bombay duting a two months' siege: 

Nell and PrOO$8\ons required during a Two MontJ,a' Siege, 1759. 
, 

r Men. aee' 
Rice Dul Ohl Flre~ I1at:<v1a and S"lt I ,ALwwANCll. 

E ,.0 INat, ••• wood Arrack. Pork. 
Curven&. BreatJ. 

l~al]8 .. 
-"--1- ----

S.M S. M. B.M BIllets Gallons Pounds. Nos. Pounds 

1 Europeans ,_ 1195 ... 119b 591l HOl 358,500 ~390 81,200 3581i ~2,6~0 

2 Double .. ,. 179 716 858 '11i 64,440 ... . .. .. ... 
3 Onc and a holf ... 236 708 864 trot 63.720 .. ... . .. .~ 

'Smgle • .. .. 14,140 28,280 U,HO 2828 ~,546,200 ... '" ... . .. 
6E~rdmary. ." . , ... . ~ ... . " 1400 . .. . .. .-

--------I-----------
'rotal .. 1193 14,5;5 30,899· I5,Hlli 3!401l! 8,031,860 8790 91,260 8585 '2,~80 

I 

As reg!\.l'ds the quantities of grain and other provisions stornd 'by 
the inhabItants, orders were issued to the Custom Masters of Mahim 
and Bombay to submit accounts after enquiry. On the 27th 
July 1759 the Mtihim Custom Master submitted an account of all 
the grain, ghi, wood, and oil which was lit the time in the district of 
Mahlm, showing to whom the same belonged. This detailed 
statement is (1892) not furthcoming. The following abstract iii 
a.lone available. l 

Nalum Grain Stores, 1759 • 

• 
AB'I'lCLRS. _Quantity. AB'l'ICLJo:S. Quantity. 

Mor p. Kb.lIj. 
BMty .. ... .~ 774 15 DalorpnJse •.. 6 0 

Batty BI"ik _ ... 100 28 Btl)' .. ... .. 7 0 

NdeJu,,,. . 
39 6 , .. .. GT .. ... ., ... 1 6 

Rh. In. 011 ... .. .. . 
U2 I 

Wlleat ... -- '1 '" 
Wood ... 26,000 No • 

On the 31st July 1759 the Board record: Read a letter from the 
1.Iahim Custom Jl.laster encl0sing an account of grain and other 
proJ'ibions in his district which is ordered to lay till the Bombay 
Custom Mast~r can comply with our orders. The Mahim letter and 
abstract (given above) of the accoutlt must follow this consultation ~ 
and it-is agreed that the exportation of wheat and all other grain be 
forbid till turther orders.s 

Sh(')rtly after a similar account, received from the Bombay 
Custom Master, gives the following details 8: 

~ ~him Custom MasWT to Govt. 27th July 1759, Publi<, Diary sa of 1'75'1, 460.n61 
3 ~. m. Gov. Consultation 31st .'ruly 1759, Public Du~ry 33 of 1759,411-' 

rnhlw n .... v 7th AuI\' l71i9. Vol. sa of J';59, 478. 
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BOH/bay Gram ." S/ore, 1759. . 
Grw:·I~ : ClJ.'3S. Ba.tty. Rloe. Whoot Mllg Udld 

---------
I A1or. Po Kb. P Kh p. Kh. p. Kh P. Kh p Kh. p. 

'".Ru~ lK.il Brahnum8. lS'6 1 2\ 0 41 ~ 4 1 8 0 5t 
<Il1u1lnlt do 12 ot a It ... s :1 Y,\l11ncdt do~ 1615 8 4 0 2 0 
J;h('nus N' 26 lJl 1~ 7: 4 ~t II 3t 2 a 5 ~1 ,l'."U"bl'ms .. 11616 2, 

31 3 1 61 6 6 1 It 
~'\nw.ns 6912 241 7 §<,., '. l!Q 0 I .. 160 0 .. 
fo.'hl'lrmths ~ 68 8 80 at U9 ('i .. 2 H 10 11 2 ot 
It JP~J\.n,.n11ths 54 9 9 8 I 4t ... s 1} .. 
'1frl'lrH:::l}''IJrh):! • "2n 2 Ot .. " 0 1 , 
rBh:ulc;".tll~ 8 18 2') 6 8 0 11 Ii 9 4 
,"tulers 

(Panch 
55 1J 7 II a , 4 0 .. 

P\LJl~bs 
k'lh.hls) 68 S 16 7t .. 0 51 

C'hauh.al:dllS 6 12 4 01 
'Eh md..tns 107 !3t 0 )~ 0 3 0 4\ 
Chrl.3ttans 68 10 6 61 16 0 0 3i 
P!lr:.u, 82 2 I,,~ 7~ 2.'l 2} 30 0 17 0 165 41 17 0 
M,,-o~ M .. 831 8 87 II 8 81 '. 121) 51 
i'nt .. m'\I.f'T8 h 010 O· )fat.ma.h.crs 019 4 .. 0 01 
T-ulors .. 12 6 9 4 1 H "bbOt Tli lkel'S 7 4! 1 
H'\rhers 118 ? . .. 
'J\tllTlt'rs 

6 '21 
2 --,W~hennen: • 8 7 i l''ll1l enters •• 90 0 6 I) 0 01 4t 'N 

Jhm6.ts 12 0 1 8 
8'04 eetwent-'Tlakers 2 01 I 41 .. 3 51 5 0 
n(o/mOOy Cooh~ 53 8 2 0 .. 
'1'1141 .. <lo. 24 8! 4 0 .. .. 

, ------
~I~ 

--- ------
I TlJta.! lH5 5 735 2! ~7 4a 613 It 21 6! 

Oil •• 
I ___ 

C
_
LA

_
S
_
S

_. _'_-I-Y_"_lb_'1 val'l Tori B.'In Chavil Oh, 

Kb P'I Kb,p Kb, p. Kb. P Kil. p 11... M. Dundles 

RU!o.<"\cdl Dr4hmanB.. 1 3; 1J 0 
GUj'vit do '. ••• 12 37 24 35 
\- \JUn-l.-tl:1 do •• .... :! J3 10 83 1.3J 
.... hemHI •• I ... 10 11 40 16 282') 
Pl\rhhuB 0 61 ••• 6 10 86 15 lHJ 
BaTll'\ns 2 0 44 0 115 4 284 20 210 0 

~~,~~U~;!l~h; 0 If 0") l 0 5 .. 2: ~~ 3~:: 
In n Illlths .... 
~h,\TJ~dl· . 
~t;ncr • 
p,uIJ"''l-1l s ,Pfmeh· 

~ C,~')~~~::~t)h18" . 
nhnnr1~ltI8 ... 
Chrt'jttdftJ8 •• 

Jlal'Sl1S " •• \(QI).('!'of • 

Pot rnak ere 
'fat-malt, ... 
Tuhrs 
.,hO(:IJI.l.1 era 

~I~~~~~~ 

20 0 32-\ 31 
o 41 )8 21 

S2 0 
10lQ 

8 6 
110 

o .4 all 10 
34 0 

227 

Yta.l:her' oon.. 1 0 

881 
286 

22tG 
31 24 

2><-3 10 
100 25 

II 6 
420 

2J7 

658 

36,387 

3:17 

~1~lClmi 
Kh. p. Kh. p. 

.j. 

0 II I <II 

12 i 
0 ot (\ u • 

0 It 

0 6 
15 5 

.. 
.. 

.. ... 
------

o 2 GO 1\ 

Flrcwocd, 

illllets. ~~~) 
37,&00 
~O,M}o 

7700 
20,IrlO 

Hil,1fiO 
US,Of},j . 
36,15n . 

oO .. 
28,260 

]51,5&. 
GJ4,OOO 

1200 

i:i:600 
4000 

sor, 

I-
'" 

77,0.;0 
]3.9.20 ... 
, 

CJoI-pcnt. o::rij 1 20 12 10 

~;~~~ Lt makers 0 81 4 1 ~ ~ ',: 14" 0 ~ 2g 'i760 ' 2r 

t;:~~J{ Cd~l:es ... _ ., ... ::. . . . 1\ 1~ ~~ 1127 ~&:~~ ~S8?: 

,. 
76 

r~··"') --------~- ------------
~_ Tou.l •• 22 Ia 1 85 379 8 110 11 .0 4 1287 39 980 29 5O,U5 1,860,49& 13~,39I 

, \ 

Su 1'mb.\· infotma.tion was obt,a,illed and recorded alJout tho middle· of 
.he {~ext year, 1760. On Lhe 8th July the Mllttary Payma~ict laiJ. 
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33S BOMBAY ,TOWN 

before the B'oard a general abstract of people and provisions required 
and available at the time, to meet a siege of two months should Dom111"f' 
be attacked ana besieged.. On trus, the 8th July 1760, the Board 
observe: 1 The Military Paymaster laying before Ui) a geneml abstract, 
of people who may be employed in the defence of this ,place, and the 
quantity of proVlSions and other articles they will require, in a siege of 
two months, the accountant is directed to calculate the provisiollR wlndl 
we may want to lay in on that account, ·allowing fOO' what we have in 
store. 

1'he detailed estimate of people ~bawed that of a total of 15,23!) 
men, 985 were Europeans and 14,2i>4 natives. For 985 Europeans 
in the Honourable Company's military artillery and marine, the 
other European inhabitants, and sundries belonging to the out
offices, would be required 985 Surat man, (39,400 pounds) rice, 
492} Surat mans dtil or pulse, ]471 Bombay mans (4137 at 28 Ius. 
the Bombay_ man) ghi'1)295,500 firewood billets, 1980 gallons 
natavia arrack, 66,980 pounds beef and pork, 2965 salt curvens, 
and 43,340 pounds bread. 'rhe 14,254 natives included 176 meT) 
to be paid at doubloe allowance, 254 at an allowanee and a half. 
and 13,824 at siDgle allowance. For the 176 men at double
all ':wance would be required 704 Snra& mans rice, 352 Surat mar' 
ddl or pulse, 70! Bombay mans 4hi, and 63,360 firewood biHels. 
For the 254 men at one aDd a half allowance would be rl'lquit,ed 
762 SUI at manll rice, 381 SUI'at mans d,H or pulse, 751 Bombt.;,y 
mans ghi, and 68,580 firewood billets. For the ] Z,824 men lilt 
single allowance. would be requi.red 27,648 Surat man8 rice, 
] 3,824 Surat m,J'I'IS dril or pulse, 2764£ Bombay mans ghi, aml 
2,488,320 firewooo billet.. nesides there was to be made all 
extra allowance of dralhs, that it was snpposed might be require,l 
for the following people during a sipge: marine and military 
topasses, Company's sl,wes, Christians, nillitia and artifieerl'l, 1296 
gallons at t gallon each (per month) Batavia arl'ack.2 The abstract 
of the provislOIfs requirSld for a two months' siege is: 

PrO'IJ'8Ul7t8 req,m .d for a Two MontT",' SWJ,e. 1760. , . 
Men. -, J Ileef 

ALLOW'-CB. En.ro- fuca. Pulse. Oh,. FIre- ! Bata\tltl and Sadt Bread, 
p."" •. Nallvll8. __ wood I::: l'ork. Oon.eus. 

S 111 S.Y B M 

~f--· 
N08- rounjls 

1 Europeans 985 
'i76 

985 49~i 147, 29~.5QIl 1911O 66.980 296~ n,uo 
2 Double 7(1-i 802 7~ 63,360 '" •• 
1 flnc and .. haJi' 2M 762 SSt ?5~ &S,_ ,_ ,_ 
4 SIngle ... ... 13,824 2~.648 18.82;1 27t!4~ 3,488,8 '" 
Ii Edra . ..- a •• ... ... ... l296 ... 

• 15,04\)II-;;~ ---- ....-
Total ." DS. 14,254. 80,099 2,91&,760, U76 66.980 2965 48,34( 

I -
A comparison of these requirem~nta with the amounts ill, stc 

showed considerable deficiencies under rice, pulse, bread, salt.:-" fis 
and firewood.s The details are: , 

J 
b 

• Bom GO'7, ConsultatlOn 8th JU11'lfiO; l'nb. Dnry 84 of ]760, 513, 519-523, '\559. 
1 ~ub. D13l"f' 114,of' 1'160,523. Pu.b. DUlTY, 2211d July 1'160, Vol. 35 of 1760, '~:;59 
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PI'Oltl8tons Rtl[1ltTed anti '" Store, 1760. 

PltOnBIOSS. 

Nec&sary 
In ~tore 

(1) l. nd<r tho Warehouse· 
J.e-ept.r. • 

('!) Under the M.rine Pay· 
maskr, .. ~ 

(3) Under tne Ahhtary Pay. 
mllSt(>r 

(4) In the U.k. Honse 

Rice. Jlatt,). ~:!:' t Wh •••• BrO'd·l~ 
S.Y .. llor. p. 8M .. Kh. p Lb. SM ... 

80,099 0 ... )5,049 1IO ... 48,780 8058 30 

6111J129 2698 20 

.n 1941ll 

.. ..• S~~. 51 l~g ~ 15:000 124.~ 83l ---- -----------Total... 6951 29 .2893 7 

f\.fi.Clent .... .n 28,147 11 

S428 51 
11,626 141 

148 3 15,000 1341 Sst 

28,T80 1818 30. 

Surplus ._ 

PR0VlS101f8. 

Ncres'YlrY •• ... ... • • 
In "tore ~ 

\1) Under tbe Warehouseo 
keeper _. •. 

(1.) Undt-f the Manno Pay_ 
Dlustt'r .... 

(3) Under tl •• Military Pay· 
master . ... 

(4) In the Bake Honse •• 

Total 

De6clent •• '-

Sorplus 

SaltOeer Salt 
and Pork. CurveDa.· 

Lb •• No •• 
68,280 -

122,040 

Goa 
Anack. 

---
Hbds gn,!, 

.n 

250211 

IlataVJa 
Armel<. 

Gallons 
1286 

Billet 
Wood. 

No!!. 
2,910,760 

104,912 

888,665 

------------·1---...; 
122,040 2.0 29 5698l 988,677 

• • 2995... 1.927,183 --- -------63,780 250 liO 2H2t 

j~ These precautions of laying in stores provisions and necessaries, 
j'l.~ well as the other measures to.ken to be in readines~ to defeat any 

~
!Flench attack, in due course- (Despatch dated 6th May 1761) 

ecelved the approval of the Court of Directors! The Court added: 
.. Ve bhall expect to bear, agreeable to your assurances, that the 
:two warehouses purchased for ns. 4000 to lodge grain in are again 
sold when you bave no furtber occasion to keep them. . 

In connection with the measures to meet a French attaek, at a. 
('oni>ultahon of the 8th July the President, the Honourable Mr. 
Crolllmclm, laId before the select committee, and afterwards before 
the Board, a letter from Major Jobn Fraser, contaming proposals 
ffJr putting the bland into the best state of defence against an at\ack 
feom the French. The letter was read and the follo,,"ing remarks 
entered OppOSIte each proposal •• 

To Major Fraser's first proposal that, as the French would 
prol..JUbly make a land attack on the fort the plan of the 
fortification be immediately lru.d before the Board, and the Engineer 

.... ')n~ulted thereon, the committee re'l1ark' We are equally desirous 
as the Major to have a plan of the fortification laid before the 

"" 
I COUtt to Bombay 6th May 1761 pal'!\" 98, Pub. Del' ot.'a L. Vol. 5 of 171i7·1761, ~85, 
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Board. W"ith this object, on delivery of the plan sent to the 
Honourable the Court of Directors by ship Olinttmr the 26th 
February last (1760), the Principal Engineer was djrected to draw 
:mothel~ copy. The worK of preparing this copy_.will probably take 
time as the Pl'incipal Engmeer's attention is BO ~uch employed III 

: overlooking the fortifications tlOW in hand, and as:he declares ho 
lUIs known places 1013t by the enemy obtaining only a rough sketch 
of ihe fortifications, 'and that on tha~ act,ount he has never yet given 
auy'one a sight 'Of the plans of Bombay. 

In regard to Major' Fraser's sec~d proposal that aU inhabitant/! 
of Bombay (Company's servants excepted] be. divided into seven 
parts to be obli~ed to work one da} in seven upon the fortIfication, 
under the direetlOn of the Engineer at the daily pay of the common 
labourer, 'the heads of their own castes or other proper officers to 
act as overseers, the committee remarks that tha President had 
already summoned the heads of the several castes to deliver him 
eaeh for his own caste a li:t of the nurnber of men and boys above 
10 years oM, with an account of their several occupations. But. 
that this order had not. yet been carried uut.1 

4s re&arl~S Major Fraser's third proposal that all private work 
be stopped £01' two or threfl months, and that except those employed 
in the marine yard and artillery serviceJ the whole carpenters 
brickla,yers masons smiths a,nd other artificers now employed 011 

or upon the islltnd be immediaAiely turned to the puulic wprI,s, 
the committee find after, consulting -the Principal Engineer that 
he has Dot and th01t at this season he cannot procure enough chunlf-
to employ more bricklaYltlr5l or masons than he now has. 1\ 
Board also remark that ad' order stopping private building h~, 
been in force since Avrn.2 i-

On Major Fraser's fourth proposal that no cattle or provisionf' 
'of any kmd be sent off the ii>land and that the number anl~ 
-ownership of cattle and other provisions now upon the island b\' 
recorded, the committe{) remark ~ Major Fraser declares that h'; 
,makes this propo8al because he has been informed that numbers ot: 
fattle aJe now constantly passmg across the harbour. 'fo this, it 
18 to be ol'emarked, that at this season cattle always leave Bombay 
,for gra~ling returning at the clolle of tIle monsoon. That· any 
attempt to take au account of the cattle would alarm the inhabitants, 
lUore particularly tho Gentus, who are by far the most numerou,> 
et\s~e on the island. If they took fright the cattle owners would 
take n1;ctho(ft, of depriving us of the cattle instead of bringing any 
l.ack at the close of the grazing fleason. So far as it refers to 
the .cattle this proposal is deemed improper and impolitic especiallY' 
as III case ()f necessity we could easily bring all the cattle within r 
the walls. .As to other provisions that not only has a particular 
account of them in the districts b<Jth of Bombay and Mahim been 
taken and delivered into the BOal'd, but aL~o an account of the 
strength of the garri80n and of the 9/Ii, oil, firewood and other stores 

.~ 

t rub Dl31Y 34 of l'7(lO, 530. I Pub DIary 34 of 17(10, 530. 
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rffJuirel fora two months' siege. As to forpidding othei'-provisions 
b,'!'ide'3 cAttle l~ing sent off the isla.nd, the ~Iumittee rema.rk the 
e"(port of a1l' grain has been prohibited .since the .31st July lasi 
(1;59). and all suitable encoul'llgement has been gIven by many 
pu},lications for btinging every species of provisions to tbis place, 
t\. pr(lceuure which we have hat! the _ pleasure to find has ha.d a 
very good effect. 

},Iajor Fraser's fifth pr<Jposal that the general stores of the 
garrison be immeJiawly strictly examined and a just acconnt 
giwn nf what is fit fOf service, hy,a been already carried out. 

:Major Fraser's sixth proposal that thirty meu from each of 
the Europe ships be sent on shore and disciplined in case the 
senic\' of the garrison should require them, might be found 
difficult to put in practice as the A.dmiral had already carried 
o.\\..if a certain number of the men. 

Ou the se¥enth proposal that all co,d for the enemy within 600 
yarJs 1>0 immcJiately cleared away, the Board remark that the 
arrangement.'i in progress for clearing a space of 400 yards should 
tiri>t La completed. 

Regarding the eighth proposal that all the mortars howitzers and 
other pieces of ordnance for which we have f>hells and shot be 
immedIately mounted and completed for service. The committee 
oruered that the commanding officer of arlillery be required to see 
this article forthwlth obeyed if it had not already beeu carried out.. 

Major Fraser's ninth proposal was tha.t the wh~e militia of the 
j"lanu be exercised one day in seven agreeable to the regulations 
made fQdJlaLpnrpQS.Q.-wk.u..-theJ;roopa~ere encamped at Byculla. 
On tIllS the committee record: W & agree t(rS1!ch ul th~ _ militia as 
may be deemed capable doing that duty in the manner then.lajor
proposes as soon as the President has a. list of the several 
ca~te", aud is able to appoint them. A.t the same time we mus" 
(,l'i>Crn: that to require the inhabitants to work ons day ill seven 
oil the fortifications and to be exercised second day in the week as 
militin., will be deemed a great ha.rdship especially at this. season 
when all are employed in the rice fields. •• 

Major Fraser's tenth proposal that upon the alatm guns being 
fired the whole militia. of the island repair directly to Bombay 
whore the military quartermaster will deliver them arms and 
ammunition- and there remain till they receive the comman<li.ng 
.Ailcer's orders, as well as his eleventh proposal that a list be ma.de 
of aU the ehip's companies now in the road as well lascars as 
Europeans with the quantity of powder, number and tluality of the 
&hot on board or oll'shore belonging to each vessel, are -approved by. 
the Commi~~e _and_ ~rdere~ t~_oo_~~mp~ed w.ith. ___ __ _ __ _ __ _ 

The twelth proposal that, itt case the enemy' should appear 
before Bombay, except those attached to His MajestY's ships and, 
hospitals, all surgeons and mates with their medicine chests and 
in"tr~ment_s belonging_ to ships in the road or j~ting the island 
La orueretJ to repair to the ,CQmpany's hospital and there attend the 
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general !le~ice, is also approved: Decided that surgeons and mates 
should receive timely warning in case there should prove OCC&liOll 
for this service. 

The Committee remark that the thirteenth proposal that the 
Honourable Company's civil servants and other European gentle. 
men inhabitants of this island be incorporated and form an 
independent company to assist in the defence of the island had heen 
carried out in August 1757, that the company had been regularly 
trained, but that If Major Fraser could spare them the services of a 
mllitary officer to help the commttndant Mr. Byfeld he would be 
welcome. 

To ]')Iajor Fraser's last proposal that it was requisite to lay in an 
ample stock of arrack to encourage the people during the fatigues 
of a siege, approval was given and a reference made to ascertn.in 
the quantity in stock.1 

An attempt to enforce t~e landing and drilling of a contingent 
of seamen from Captain Newton's Houghton (9th July 1760) was 
deprecated on the ground that the men were tramod and that in 
the rainy season the men were required on board. These reason!! 
were accepted and the attempt to enforce Major lfraser's ninth 
proposal was abandoned.3 

In addition to these measures it WaS verbally arranged that .B 

party of military be sent under the Principal Engineer's (lirectioll 
to level the sand hill without the Church Gate; pay to be allowed 
the Europeans at the same rate as was allowed the King's artilleIJ 
in 1756 on erecting the battery between the bandar and the fort 
The Major to send a roll.every morning tn t.ha Prilll'ipal F.nginee: 
and the EngineeUQ- fO'Iward' one every night to the payma!lliCr 
BubscribooOyDimself.3 

At a Consultation on the 29th July ]760 the Board consiJerel 
the following letter from Major Fraser on the treatment of the out 
forts: ~fter considering the strength of the out-forts on this blilll< 
we are of opinion that it is not advisable to attempt to defeu. 
them against an European enemy. On the one hand the forts are to 

-Confined for the proper use of the guns, OD the other hand the 
cannot 'be furnished with men without an undue dram on th 
garrison. We therefore advise that at each fort artillery officel 
be appointed to survey the guns and stores so as to leave onl 
enough to make the proper alarms on the approach of an enem 
and defend t.hemselves till they cau be supported or withdrawl 
At the same time we recomme1\d that he pay a more particul l 

regalll to the forts of Sion and WaJ:li, these being the places l' 

judge of the greatest consequence. These proposals the Boal 

1 Major John Fraser'. Letter of 8th July 1760 and Select Comnuttee's Consultation 
8th July 1760, rlth. DlI.ry 35 of 1760, 539 - 546. 

'Letter from the Presldent to Capt. Charles Newton, Commandeer of ahlp J!oufJ1I1 
9th July 1760, Pub. Dlary 35 of 1760, 546 - 647; and his reply, Puh. DlIuy 85 of,.-17 
547·048. . . 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 15th July 1760, Pub. Diary 34 or 1760, li2:1-5.11. 
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approve with the addition that Sivri receive equal attention with 
SI011 and Warli.1 

At a Consultation held the 30th November was read the follow
ina' lett~r from Fort St. George dated 14th October 1760. The 
FI~uch are now etrectually shut up within their wEills and bogin 
tv .'we tokens of their distress by forcing the black inhabitl1nts 
to le.tve the place and sh~ttiDg the gates upon them, when they 
fE'quest admittance again on being denied permission to pass our 
army. Colonel Coote is making proper dispositions to strengthen 
the blockade and establish the m:tessary posts against the rains set 
in.2 

About a month later (31st December 1760) the Court of Directors 
Wl'lte. In the course of this year it has pleased God to bless the 
Blltlsh al'l11S with most remarkable success against the French in 
all parts of the world. The most vigorous measures are still 
pursuing as the best, indeed as the on~, means of bringing the 
enemy to eqUltable terms of accommodatitm and attammg that 
uesml,Lle object a safe and honourable peace. Although the 
generous overture made by_ hiS late Majesty last winter towards a. 
concrrcss for a paCification has not yet produced a suitable return, 
it I;hoped the distressed condltio~ of the enemy will operate s() 
str0ucrly befol'e the opening of the next campaign, that they will find 
thcm~elves under the necessity of relieving their distress by agree
lnO'to such terms as shall in their present condition be reasonable. 
TI~ese however are at present only our wishes. We do not finJ any 
overtures have this year been made on the part 'of either nation. 
We do not know of any French forc.e proceeding to India thi .. 
season, at lea,t none of any great consequeqce. Whenever we can 
get any intelligence of their mtentions and motions With respect 
to the East IndIes, we shall give you the earliest informatIOn. It 
j,; With great pleasure we look upon the advantages gained over 
the enemy by the Kmg':! and Company's land force!'! uJ40n the 
r,'1ast of Coromandel, and equally 80 upon tbe gallant behaviour of 
LIS l1ajebty's naval forces. We are greatly oblIged to Admiral 
Stcflvens and Colonel Coote as also to Colonel Monson "for thn. 
bervices they have rendered to the Company in their-several 
Jepartments. We hM-e desired the President and Council in 
Madras to signify to thobe gentlemen how truly sen~ilble we are of 
their ment, and this you will not fail to do, should any of those 
officers be with you on the receipt of this letter. There is the 
greatebt reason to believe that the ascendancy over the enemy both 
loy sea and land in IndIa, will 'beomaintained by our present super. 
IOrlty of force. We cannot help flattering ourselves that rt will 
not Le long before we hear that Pondicherry itself i~ fallen never 
to rise more.8 \ 

1 Letter from Maior Jl)hn Fraser to tho Presldcnt, dated Bombn~ 23rd July 1760 
Pub Dlary 35 of 1760, 588. Bom. Gov. Consultatlon 29th July 1760, rub. Dlary 35 of 
1760 567 . 

• t:o.<lras t<> Bomlmy 11th Oct. 1760, Secret and Political Diary 6 of If' 60, S. 
~ Court to Bombay 31st Dec. 1760 l'ar88. 66.59, Pub, DeR. COurt'B ctWfB Vol. 5 0' 

17~7 • 17()1, 314-34'>. . 
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tn neD, perhaps because of the fear of a French attack, monry 
was very scarce in Bombay. At a Consultation held the 12tli 
February 1760, the Boai'd agreed to deliver Rs. 60,000 of good8 to 
Vanjaras on receipt from the shroffs of bllls in favour of the Chief 
and Council at Surat payable at par.l 

An entry a week later suggests that on account of fear of a French 
attack no silver was brought to the Bombay mint to be corned and 
that in consequence the mint was practically closed. At a Con;-,ult_ 
ation on the 19th February 1760 the Board records: Our shroff's 
having offered to pay the Chief lnd Council at Surat 60,000 new 
rup,ees on our glving them the scme number of current rupees, 
their o~er is approved as we are very much distressed for new 
money for the coast settlement'.l.~ 

Anothell en.try nearly two yE'ars later suggestq that the sC8,l'city 
of money was partly due to the wars ln Upper India which 
culminated in the defeat ot the MaratMs at Panipat (6th January 
1761). At a Consultation on the 29th December 1'761 rea<1 the 
following petition from the coppersmiths to Government: That your 
Honours' petitioners beg to represent, that ever since your petition
erS purchased copper of the Honourable Company they ha,ve not 
been able to sell any part of it for want of buyersJ because of the 
war between the Moghals alld Mantthas. This year all sorto£traue 
is stopped, an evil which not only renders the merchants unable to 
sell their goods but reduces the town to great waL.l: of money. 
This obliges your Honours' petitioners to make this reque:;~ hoping 
as fathers of the merchants, your Honourfl will be pleased to grant 
them further time to take.away their copper from tho Company's 
warehouse; 8 Resolved -the consideration of the petition be deferred 
till the warehouse-keeper can examine the state of the corper
smiths' accounts.' 

:At a Consultation, the 28th March 1760, the Board decide that 
as it i~ necessary to g.uard against any accident by fire in the 
marine yard, the storekeeper deliver the engine now in his charge 
to be k~t in the marine yard by the Supermtendent. Also that 
"uch en.gines as had been delivered from the Dragon, Swallow, or 
other snips from England !Le put in good repair and kept in the 
same place.5 

On the 25th April 1760 shortly after receipt of the news that the 
C01Ppany ha&been made commandants of Surat Castles the Court 
of Directors rite: Weare sorry to find that our aifu,irs at SUrat 
have been i such a dangerolUl o and dLsgraceful situation, our 
merc~nts-' gobds forced away, our servants barbarously and openly 
murdered in ( the streets, and our Chi.ef grossly insulted. We 

1 Bom. Gov. Co su!tation, 12th Feb. 3.'160, tub. Diu.ryJI4 of 1760,118. 
• Born. Gov. ~nSu1tatlOn, 19th Feb. 1'760, Pub Diary 34 of 1760, 135. 
3 Petition fro Coppersmlths, Dec. 1761, Pub. Diary 37 of 1761,805. 
'130m. Gov, onsultatlOu, 29th Dec. 1761, Pub. Dut!'Y 37 of 1761, S03. 
& Bam. Gov onsultatlOn,28th March 1760, Pub. Diaty 34 of 1760, 235. 
8 For partica ars see Bombay Letters to Court, 27th March (paras 90· 9G) an1L' 31st 

~ch lind 8~h ay 17iil1 p,aras 23.26,. 1'ub. Dell. Letters to tho COUlt Vol. 6 of 17;;9, 
36·40,97.109· lU. . 
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ha"\"e great reason to apprehend that private views and bonnections 
have tnought on these mischiefs. It is certain that all our j.1te 
embroIh WIth the Surat government have had their rise from self. 
mterested moti ves We are assured- the promoter of these mis
fortune., was tho. Dutch broker Muncher (Maucharji) a miscleant 
who, although in a foreign interest, has heen most shamefully suffer
ed to influence all our public concerns in thllt Clty, an,1 though 
1.,\ni"lled from our servicc'by Mr. 'Wake, was supported in check
ing' and controlling the measures of our late ChIefs, Messr'l. Crom
melm and Ellis, tIll he succee~ed in estabhshing in the govcln
lllent his creature Ali Nawaz Khan for the subversion of our atiJ.Il'S 
and in absolute subJection to tho! dictates of the Dutch In such a 
situ,1tlOn, loaded with injuries and stripped of our privilege, a wJ.r 
wa'S unaVOIdable We are therefore pleased to find it finished on 
terms so honourable and advantageous. For the future see that 
you give us no cause to complain that private intercourse with onr 
enemIe5 is continued to the prejudice oi our . ...interest If tlus is 
repeated by any of our servants, we shall deem those servants 
unfaithful dishonoura ble and unworthy of our service. 

As we now possess the castle of Surat, we shall here lay down 
"ome 1 uIcs for the conduct of this important concern. The re~idence 
of our servant'i must be m the castle. But whether it may be 
proper for mercantile con"\"enience and collecting our dutICs to hold 
the factory in the castle is left to your judgment. As alrcady 
mcnboned we confirm Mr. Spencer our Chief at SUl'at Our 
c..;:perience of his prudence and discretion gives.us confidence that 
under him our orders and regulations will be punctually enforcer1 
In ca,e of Mr. Spencer's death or departure, we give Mr. Thomas 
Hodge'l the optIOn of this chiefship; if fie declines it we appomt 
Mr. Wllham Andrew Plice. We do not apprehend any necessity 
for a large garrison, as at any time they can be succoured froll1 
Bombay. Sblllet there always be a respectable force such as will 
pI ')Vent a surprise, and secure tho castle frQm danger. Gre'll.t order 
an.[ severe dIscipline must be mamtained that the soldiers arc nevor 
suffered to Injure or maltreat the inhabItants. In the choi~e of the 
rmhtary commander no regard must be paid to seniority The 
cOlUman<ler must have temper and abilities and be esteemed by 
Ins people. 'Ve dwell the longer upon this head bl!cause in auch a 
cIty many awl fatal mischiefs may flow from indiscretion in the 
commander. 

So long as he act~ uprightly it will be your interest. to keep la1l: 
with the governor of Surat CIty. At the same time in all just and 
cquitaLle instances you must .appear the merchants' advoca~ and 
protector. The real and natural interest of Surat centers with the 
trader'l, and in defendmg them from oppression, you estaLlish your 
own security. Such candid and fair behaviour WIll unite tho 
inhabitants in affection and respect to your government. Make no 
ill use of power, distl'lbute justice equally to all. Our Chief, we arc 
~(\j,bfie<l, WIll maintain the character of an upright faithful servant 
arM 'his example we hope will Inspire others wlth a jURt sense of 1,11011' 
duty Shoul,lIt ~ppear that mercenary and sclfiRh Vlews LiM' any 
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one to the ~rejudice of public tncll.::lures, BUch, witlIi)ut wa.iting for 
orders, are instantly to be dismissed from ·our service. As you 
value our favour, we depend that your vigilance and care wIll bo 
at all times exercised in freeing us from unavoidable embroils and 
in detecting the smallest malpractices at Slirat.l 

On the 25th April 1760 the Court of Directors wrote: Wo 
observe that upon some dispute Presi~ent Bourchier took into his 
own handfj the power of measuring ground. This wo highly 
disapprove. The measuring of ground is our Collector's province. 
Upon an application he issues his flrders to the clerk of the works 
who certifies such measurement te the Collector, when the bamo 
becomes regularly registered. If any disputes should arise (which 
to us seems improbable) the Governor in Council are to determine 
the difference.9 

The same Despatch continues: We approve the steps you have 
pursued with Captain Cal9leron and the late Mr. Funge (Funck) . 
.At the same time we can by no means excuse our Chief in takiwJ' 
off our soldiers from their duty to employ them as tailors ILnd 
cobbleI:s. Trus is a practice 'We will not suffer. The example may 
encourage inferiors to commit great abuses.s 

During this time the Co~pany'8 relations with the MaratMs 
continued friendly. On the 20th June 1760 Govind Shivramp'ant 
at a meeting with the Honourable the President and CouncIl at 
the Company's neW house, delivered an elephant presented by 
Nana (Balaji Bajirav, 1740~ 1761) to our Honourable Masters.' 

A Consllltation ·of the 26th August 1760 records: Some persons 
on the island having offered Rs.' 1000 a vear to have the 801e 
privilege of importing fl.nd selljng betel~leai, we think the amo~t 
is so trifling and the risk so considerable, the farm WIll prove 11 
hardship to the inhabitants and likewise affect the Honourable 
Company in some essential points; we judge it conducive to their 
real interest to l'lecline the offer.5 

On the subject of this monopoly two years later (16th Aprii 
1762) t.he, Court observe: You did well to reject the offer of 
'"Rs. lOOi) for an exclusive prl.vilege of selling betel-leaf We shall 
never acquiesce in raising a- revenue by any method that may be 
oppressive to "the inhabitants, mor~ particularly when proposeu in 
so underhand a manner.6 

An entry in the Bombay Diary of 1st October 1760 shows tlJai 
}n spite of their excellent quahtiell Arab sepoys were occasionallJ 
troublesome: The Secretary by order of the President acquainted 

I'COurtto Bombay 25th April 1760 paras. 78.86, Pub. Dep. Court'sL. Vol. Ii 0 
1707 -1761,261.2&3. • 

2 Court to Bombay 25th April 1760 pa.m 106, Pub. Dap. Court's Letwl'S Vol. 5 Q 
1757.1761,273. 

8 Court to Bombay 25th April 1760 para 134, Pub. Dcp Court's L. Vol. 5 of 1757 
1761,285 41lom. Gov. Diary, 20th. :Tune 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 46B. 

• Bom. Gov Consultation, 26th Aug. 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 6'~7. , 
6 COUl·ttoBombllY 16th April1762parB 91, fub. Dt>p. Court's L. Vol. 6 of 17G'Z·64,4' 
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tho Board that in a...ldition to the misbehaviour of the Arab 
8t:'pOYS hrougbt yesterday to the notIce of the Board by Mr. Byfeld, 
Major Fraser had thi~ morning informed the President he was 
afterwards told that some of the Arabs were even loading their 
pieces when the. gentlemen at muster accepted their submission. 
This made It pt'obabltY they would otherwise have proceeded to ex
trelUitie~. The M~ior having not only proposed but recommended 
to the President to get -Hd of such troublesome people, the 
President had ordered the Secretary to acquaint the Board that 
WIth theIr concurrence he int~nded to discharge the whole 250 
Ar:tbs He would accompany their discharO'e with some credit to 
their officers and sati.sfaction Vu the rest oi the corps lest on any 
future occasion the island should otherwise be disappointed of their 
SCI VIce. In tIllS proposal the CounClI unanimously concurred L 

While the news of the ruin of Pauipat (January 6th 1761) was 
on Its way to them the Directors wrote /6th May 1761): AJthougll 
we are satIsfied it may be attended with ill consequences, still to 
preserve a good understanding with them, it.. may be advisable to 
allow the Mal'atbas to take possession of Rajpuri. You must bo 
careful to interfere no further in assistmg the SiJi than may be 
really and absolutely necessary.2 

On the 5th May 1761 trustworthy advices by Basra bringing 
word that hIS late Majesty George II. of ever blessed memory 
departed this life the 25th October 1760 of an apoplectic fit, 
the Bombay Council ordered that on the occasion 76 haJ!
mmute guns be fired from the castle j that. all thc 'principal 
inhabItants on tho island be required to put themsel VI'S into deep 
mourning for three months and afterw'hrds to wear half mourning 
for a hke space of time. The Council and: Notice of this event 
Dlu,t be given to all onr subordinates and a. salute of 21 guns 
must be fired to-morrow at sunrise for the Prince of Wales' 
accebsion to the throne. It is agreed not tf) proclaim the Prince of 
Wales till more authenticate ad VIces are received. S' 

At sunrise next morning (6th May 1761), agreeable to yesterday's 
resolution 76 half minute-guns were 'fired from the for. and 20 
from every ship in the road. The garrison was likewise. ordere~l 
uurier arms and fired three volleys, the drums colours and officers' 
spontoon.'l (half-pikes or halberts) being 'Put into mourning. At 
noon a royal salute was fired from every ship in the road and the 
gnns all ronnd the town were discharged pn account of the PQnce 
(If IN ales' accession to the throne.4 

On the 16th April 1762 the Court oI Directors wrote: It is 
very agreeable to us to find that you have prevailed upon 11 shroff' 
Lelonging to Tarvari's house to settle upon the island. Every 
encouragement you give to mtlrehants -to come amongst you will 

• Born Gov Corurulmtion. lijt Oct . .1760, Pul> 'Diary 35 of 1760, 731. 
~ \'onrtt<> Bomhay 6th May 1761 pam 78, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 6 otl15j'·61,a77. 
• Born Gov. ConsultatIOn, 5th May 1761, Pub. DII~ry 36 of 1761.393. 
• Born. Gov. Dmry 6th May 1761, Pllb. DIlII'Y 36 of 1761, 306. 
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always mee' with our apptohatioll. We hope this single instance 
will incite others to follow his cxample.1 

, Tl,1e Diary for 1762, uncler daie Sunday 7th November, reconls: 
A very violent gale of wind doing considerable damage to the small 
craft in and about the harbour, blowing dllwn I;reat qualltlties of 
cocoanut trees, and in other respects greatly damaging most or the 
oads and houses on the island. 

The 'destruction and injury to cocoa trees formed the su1ject {If 
a petition from the oart-holl1eI;s for a remission of a~sessment. Of 
this petition aDd the consequent hfquiryand settlement the Bonlbay 
Government gave the following Bfcount in a letter to the Court of 
Directors dated 25th March 1764: On the 11th June the jacindtl,r8 
of Bombay and Mabim delivered us a petItion wherein they set 
forth the great loss they sustained by the storm in Novembcr 1762 
and on that account desired to be released from the tax. In conse
quence of this we ordered the Oollector to make enquiry and report 
to us what deduction of tax would be reasonable. Again, on the 1 Gth 
August, the oart.fo,rmers delivered us another petition d!'"il'ing 
consIderation on account of this storm. The whole matter was 
referred to the Committee of Accounts who on the 3rd .Tanuary 
(17M) reported that the estimate of the loss calculated by the 
vcreadores amounted to Rs. 14,H32·3-9. In the Oommittee's opilJioll 
it was impossible for the vereadores or any set of people to calculate 
the term of years trees sho.11 remain fruitless after such a storm. 
The Committee recommended that, on the fourth sort of tree,~, tho 
farmers should have a proportionable abatement of their tax for 
the first six: months after the storm, for one year on the first second 
and third sorts, and a propt'>rtionate deduction in their annual rent 
for the trees blown down. As this settlement reduced the llal'll!l,~e 
from Rs. 14,332-3.\) to Rs. 8500, it was approved and ordered to 
be carried out. We hope it will satisfy the farmers. If not, thc verca
dores will be ordered from time to time to survey tho oarts that 
should !t be necessary a 1?roportionable addItional abatement may bq 
made.s 

This .settlement by no txleans satisfied the TIoard of Directors. 
'On the. 22nd March 1765 the Court write to ]JollJuay: We 
observe the farmers of the oarts petitioned the Board for an allow
ance on account of their sufferings by a. storm in 1762, and after 
taking the same into consideration you allowed them Rs. 8500. 
This apl)eal's to us a very large sum. As your making such a pre· 
cQuent may \Ie very prejudicial to our interest in}uture, we expect 
you will explain your motives for this transaction more fully to us 
in yopr next advices.4 

In a letter of the 3rd Mat'ch 1762 the Oourt of Directors write: 
You were informed by our last letter that the negotiation for a 

• 
"1 Court to Bombay 16th April 1762 pMa 84, Pub. Dep. COUlt's L. Vol. (, 6£ 

1762-176-1, 42. ~ Publio DIll.,ry 89 of 1762,657. 
3 Bombay to Court 25tll March 1764 para 100, Pub. Dep. Letters to the Comt 

Vol 11 ofl764, 67 -68. • - • ,I" 

,,' CO'!,lt to Bombay 22nd March 1765 rare. 120, rub. Dcp. Culllt's L. Vol. 1 01 
1,65·1,68, 38· 59. 
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peace- between Great Britain and France was entiroly' broken off . 
.It WO'l therein also intimated that there was too much reason to 
Rppl'ehend a war would break out '\V'ith Spain. This event aecord-
1Il~ly boppened On the 4th of January (1762), war was declared 
1Il< London againf:t the King of Spain. The motives for this measure 
will appear by His Majesty's declara~on, dated at St. James's, the 
21111 of the same month, which you WIll herewith receive. Yon are 
ac('onhngly to cause the saM declaration to be proclaimed at Bom
I.,t), and its dependencies with the solemnities usual on such an 
oCla,;ioll 'l'his information mUflt put you on your guard to take 
aU plOper measures for the security of our navigation against any 
attcmpts of this new enemy. ~In particular you must give the 
I1CCe'lR::U-Y orders and cautions to the commanders of all our home
"aul bound ships to be well on their guard and avoid touching at 
allY Spal:u::.h ports during the whole course of their voyage. It is 
further necessary to inform you that relations WIth the Dutch 
nation are at present so critical that wd should not be surpl ised if 
t l,ey take ~ome unjustifiable measures to our prejudice in the East 
IndIes, p:1l'ticularly in Bengal. In these circumstances you cannot 
l)e too watchful to prevent any dangers apprehended from the 
Dutch.1 

On the 10th of August (1762~the several European and native 
inha1itants, agreeal)le to the summons sent them for that purpose, 
l,eillg a~~embled upon the Green, the Board also repaired thither at 
9 o'clock in the morning when all the troops in the garrison being 
un,ler arms, the Secretary mounted on hqrseback, read HIS 
Majesty's declaration of war against Spain. After this the Board 
proceeded to the Bandar.2 

On the 8th August 1762 read the letter imd accompanying papers 
received last night (7th Augmt 1762) from the PreSIdent and 
Couneil for military affairs at Madras, advising us of a proposed 
expe,lition agam'lt Manilla and desiting us to alford all pOSSIble 
a~81stance 10 men, vessels, stores, and apparatus After considera
han it is decided to hold in readiness as many men as our situatIOn 
Will admIt. Also one bomb-vessel, 1000 barrels of gu.npowder,' 
an,i such flat-bottomed boats as are finished. In the meaptime we 
"hall hope to receive farther advices how far it may be expedient 
to pro~ecute thIS expedition while the French are in possession 
of the i~lands. Also whether the withdrawing forceo; from India 
on so diotant an expedition will not expose the settlemep.ts t~ the 
enemy's attacks 3 

About the 20th June 1763 the President received by Aleppo and 
Ba'lra a letter from the Court of Directors dated 30th No"ember 
17fi2, informing him that on the 8th instant one of the King's 
messengers arnved at the office of the Earl of Egremont, His 
Majesty's Principal Secretar7 of State, with the instruments of 

• Court to Dombay 3rd March 1762 paras 9-12, Pub. Dep. Court's L. ·Vol. 6 of 
J;62 - 1764, 3·4 

P..J:lr,m. Guv ConRultatlou lOth Aug. 1762, Pub. DlIu'y39 of 1762,422-423. 
1 Hom, Oov. l:!cl.ct COllUlllttee'& CODBultatlOD, 8th Aug. 1762, Secret and Pol 
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preliminary' articles of peace signed at Fontainbleau the 3rd instnnt 
by' his Grace the Duke of Bedford, His Majesty's Minister Plenipo •. 
tentiary, with those of the Most Christian and Catholic Kings.. In 
consequence of this on th~ 26th November a cessation of arms was 
publicly declared in England between the said powers. The Cour~ 
continues; That this cessation of arms may have its proper anti 
intenJed effect you are not only strictly to observe it YOUl'sei yes, 
but you are to send and give immedia'te notice thereof to every 
part of Inuia and wherever else we have any connections or it may 1'0 
of any possible utility.l Accordinglf at nine o'clock on the morning 
-of the 24th June, the garrison being under arms upon tJ1e Green, 
the President and Council being f1resent and the Europcan anfl 
-native inhabitants duly assembled, the Secretary, mounted on 
horseback, read His Majesty's proclamation for a cel:!sation of arms 
between Great Bdtaiu France and Spain.2 Two months later, 3bt 
August 1763, on information contained in a letter from the Direc
tors dated 31 st March 1763~ at nine in the morning, the Honouralle 
President and Council, attended by all European and natlve inha
bitants, repaired to the Green where the Secretary mounted on 
horseback read His Majesty's proclamation of peo.ee. The garrif{oll 
being under arms fired three volleys and the Fort 21 guns. After 
this every body went -to the Church and heard a thanksgiving 
sermon prepared for the loccasion.8 . 

As was natural in a time of so great danger of European attack on 
the coast, and of such disturbance and destruotion both in U ppet India 
and in Poona, the cpstoms revenue of Bombay showed a decline fmm 
Rs. 1,63,931 in 1760-61 to Rs. l,56,612 in 1761-62. Regarding the 
decrease in the Bombay reven~es on the 6th.April17 63 the Court wnte : 
We are WIlling to believe the decrease of our revenues does not proceed 
from any inattention of our President and Council, but chiefly from the 
inland troubles in the Maratha. country which prevent the Vanjara. 
merchants coming down in such numbers .as usual. 'When these 
inland disturbancl!s are at,a.n end, we doubt not but trade will revive, 
and that nothing will be wanting on yOUI' part to bring it back to its' 
former state, perhaps even to a higher degree of perfectIOn. Tho poace 
lsetween the European Nations in India may probably contribute to 
lessen th~ troubles among the inIa.nd Princes and thereby to open the 
door of trade and commerce in their several countries, a result whi.ch 
must increase OUI' customs and revenues all over India..' 

A year Ia.ter (3rd April 1764) the Directors continue : We are 
sorry to find t.bel'e is reason to complain of the continued decrease of the 
customs and.duties at your Presidencf during the 'Years 1761 to 1762. 
"'l'his diCl'eas.e as you advise us is owing to the genera.l decay of trade 
and the unsettled state of the country. As the 'peace now esmbh~hed 
in Europe must be ;productive of good effects for the commerce of 

lCourt·to Bomba.v 30th Nov. 1762 pa.fa.ll 1,.4, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 6 01 
1762-1764,79 -80. r , 

2 Bom. Gov. Diary 24th Juue 1763, Pub. Diary 41 011763, 443. 
3 Bom, Gov. Diary 31st Aug 1763, Pub. Dmry 41 of 1763, 540. 
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Indi..'\ and as we rely on your best ehdea.vours to promote "the internal 
. tmnqUlllity of the country, we hope that we shall heal' no fm ther 
complamts on tIns subject.l 

'. In one l'egpect the distm'bed state of the Deccan was not unfavoUl'-
le to .Bombay. , 
,~t a Consultation, the 31st May 1763, Government remark: 
'the Moghal, that is thfl Nizam's army, has entirely destroyed 

Jona2 m.tny of the principal traders have asked and receIVed permis
.,]on to repaIr hither with their far,pilies. As Olll' Honourable Masters 
have frequently l'Ccommended us '\0 give all smtable encolll'agement to 
peQpJe of substance resorting to this island, it is ordered that a publIca
tIOn be issued signifying that all persons who may repair hither shall 
enjoy the same priVIleges as other inhabitants, and be permitted to 
l)urchase lands or houses from any persons they think proper. This we 
hope will mduce many substantial subjects of the neighbouring 
countries to resort under Olll' protection.8 

This measure was approved by the Court who write (22n<1 
March 1765): We approve the meaSlll'e yoa took in inviting the 
mhaLitantd of Poona to settle at Bombay.40 Though upon this 
occasion the lIlarathas are said to have prevented any rich 
merchant leaving Poona, Bombay seems to have gained important 
additions as It is noticed that by 1764 the population had increased 
to 60,000.5 

In the years of war and expectation ()f war (1761 and 1762) 
the fall in revenue was accompanied by an increase in charges. 
On the 3rd April 1764 the Directors write to Bombay: It is 
with concern we find ourselves disappointed in the expectations 
you gave us that your charges would he decreased. By your 
general books it appears that in the course of last year charges 
have been considerably increased. Still we observe that this 
increase is for the most part in consequence of the late war. We 
therefore lalse no objection beyond earnestly recommending" to you 
'to take advantage of the peace to reduee your eharges wlthi,n due 
oounds.6 

The diary of the 18th November 1763 has this entry: A Courl, 
of Admiralty was this day held on the people belonging to the 
Royal Admiral who attempted to carry off that ship out of Surat 
road. At thIS Court Andrew Pope, W. Bruce, and T. Moore were 
convicted of piracy and condemned to be hanged as the taw direc~s.1 

I Court to Bombay 3rd April 1764 para 58, Pub. Dep Court's L. Vol. 6 f!i 17G2. 
1704,287 

9 In the war between JIHdhavr.1v Peshwa and the NizlIm in 17G2, tho Maratha 
ttoop. ravaged the NlZI!.m's countTy and NlZf>m All advanced and plundered Poona, 
takLDg much property and deetroymg ant boming all bpuses wluoh were not raneolUw. 
Bombay G ... t.Cttcer, Poona, XVlll. Pt. n. 252. 

~' 3 Born, Gov COllboltatlOn 3let May 1763, Pub. Dutry 40 of 1763,402. 
• Court to Bombay 22nd Mar. 1765 para 106, pub. Dep. Court'~ L. Vol. 7 of 17G5· 
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On the 2~d March 1765 the Directors wrote: As since the peace 
the slave trade to the Coast of Africa has greatly increased, the. 
demand for goods proper for that market i'l very large. Weare 
very desiroill', so far as lies in our power, to contribute to till'. 
encouragement of a trade on which the well-being of the. BritJi 
plantations in the \Y est Indies so much depends. Considering t', , 
matter in a national view we expect and positively direct you! .. 
far as you possibly can, to conform, nl5t only to the provi~ion1 , 
general of the several artic1e~ ordered in the abovementioned Ii-. 
of investment, but to those in parti(:ular marked A which are more 
immediately wanted for that trade.1 

On the 22nd March 1765 the Co11;t of Directors issued the follow
iug orders against the supply of arms and stores to the country 
powers: We forbid your supplying any of the country powers 
with musquets unless for special reasona to tIle King of Travankor. 
Cannon we absolutely forbid your supplying. We shou1J not have 
thought there would ever nave been a necessity for tIus order as 
the supplying of cannon seems so remarkably inconsistent with 
our interest and pulicy. We further positively forbid your supply
ing country powers with any warlike I'I;Ore8 whatsoever. The same 
prohibition extends to all kinds of marine stores un1e'>8 llpon very 
extraordinary odcasion8 for which we shall expect the fullcdt anu 
most explicit reasons. With respect to buililing ships at Bombay 
for any of the country powers, whatever it may be for in .. hviduals, 
this can never be for the Company's interest. Consequently we 
forbid the buildinl; in Bombay of any ships for tbe use of country 
powers,!1 

At a Consultation, the-16th July 1765, the Board paqseu tho 
following rules regardiI1g the levy of customs duties: All gootls 
brought from the north, notwithsta.nding they may be lan,Je.1 fOl' 
exportation, are to pay duty in Bombay unless the proprietor can 
produce a certificate that they have paid duty at Surat. The duty 
on cotto'b. is to be levied agreeable to the valuation of this arhela at 
Surat. '1'0 prevent the southern traders evadmg payment of customs 
by proc~ding from Bombay to the northern ports without touchin~ 
at Surat, the customs master is directed, upon their arri\'al, to c,l11 
on all merchants not under our protection to deliver in a. Ii,,!; of 
cargo and to charge the usual duties thereon valuing the goods 10 
per cent under the market price, and granting the proprietors a 
certificate oHheir having paid the same. The customs mu.qVlr is 
further ~rected to obierve the same rule with respect to all lI1tlr
chants trading under our p~otectio.n. who may proceed directly to 
the n~rtbwa.rd without touching at Surat. Ou the other hand all 
merchants who declare their intention of proceeding to anrllandtng 
their goods at Surat are to' be exempted. To prevent our bcin~ 
deceived in this respects a list of exemptions must always be sent 

J Court to Bombay 22ndMarch 1765 para '15, PliO. Dep. Court's utters F,Y 7 of 
1 '765 - 1168, 23 • 24. The ltst A referred to in the text has not been traced. .II 

• Court to BoDlbay 22nd Ma.rch 1765 pru1ls101-11}t, Pub. lAp Court'. L 'lui. 7 "f 
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into the Secretary's office, to be transmitted to th9 Chief and 
G'uuml at Sumt. To enable the customs master to comply with 
'thls orLler, the superintendent is directed to send him a list of all 
l,outs and \'esb(;1ls wInch lllay in future proceed under our convoys. 

IThe Bombay Council resolved to int~oduce a standmg rule that 
goods relUalUing unsold at the end of July be valued at the thou 
market pnce and the customs collected thereon accordingly.! 

At a Consultation dated gth October 1765 the CouncIl O1'Jer that 
four coohes bemg detected III carrying off contrary to the eRtablished 
rlllE''l of the Government a mercltant largely mdebtcd ou the Island 

,the Collector should levy the fines of Rs. 100 which the publicatlOn 
sllhJects them to on this acceun~.9 

At a Consnltation of the 28th January 1i66 determined as 
inconvemencies have arIsen to the public service from Bohoras anJ 
others working up iron and exporting it across the harbour for 
tIle service of the MaratMs and other country powers, that the 
exportatIon of all iron worked upon th~ island for ships' use be 
prohiLrted.3 
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The Court of Directors' letter, dated 12th March 1766, contains Angna Rt'f1l8"c" 
the following reference to Angria's affairs: In your letter of the 1766. 
14 th May 1765 you acquaint us that two sons of Tuhiji Angria, 
escaped from Maratha confinement, are arrived at Bombay claiming 
our protectIOn. We wish you had not entertained the<;e fugitives 
a~ It may gIve umbrage to the l\1arathas. It wrll be more agreeable 
to us If you ca.n get l'Id of'the .Angruis by giving a small sum of 
money to each, and deSIring them to go to some 9ther country.4 

.A Consul~tlOn of 4th November 1767 records: Received by 
IJ'ltttmar a letter from the President and Council at Fort St George. 
enclosing a letter from Colonel Smith to tbeir President, with the 
ngreeable news that the army under his command hal:! gained a 
complete VICtOry over the combmed forces of the Subha of the 
Deccan and Hal Jar .Ali Khan. In consequence of thIS happy 
e\'ent a royal salute was immediately firedi • • 

Mad"a.' News, 
176i. 

On the 28th January 1767 the Honoura.ble Thomas Hodges. IrOUllO FUlchnsc., 
succeeded the Honourable Charles Crommehn as Governor aU9 1767 
President of Bombay On the 4th April 1767 the Court of Directors 
wrote' We must observe that for some years past under various 
prdences, our servants at your presidency have purchru,ed many 
bmldlOgs from gentlemen leavmg the Island, which In general have 
appeared more for the mterest of those gentlemen thltIl that of 
yOUl" empluyers. To prevent this in futur~ we positively order 

, Bom. Gov. Con.ultation, 1IJth July 1765, Pub, DUU'y 45 of 1765, 489-!L1O. Compo 
of Stonfung oro. Vol 2 of 1759-1788, 1~4t 

~ ~ Hom. Gov. ConsaltatIOn. Bth Oct. 17M, Pub Dmry 45 of 1765, 648. 
• Bom. GOY CQnsnltatlOn, 28th Jan. 1766, Pub . .omry 46 of 1766,57. COIll.>1l. of 

Standing Ord Vol 2 of 1759·1788, 1-18 ' 
• Coort to Bombay 12th March 1766 para 8B, Pub. Dcp. Court's Lettors Vol. 7 of 
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'that no ho!lses or warehouses be purchased on our account until 
leave is first obtamed from us. i 

A Oonsultation of 1,st Septembcr 1767 records: The tr:\Je of 
~he island being greatly interrupted by people seizing hamrils to 
carry palanquins; Resolved tha.t no l1amals whatever bo eIl\ployed 
in this service without permission from the customs mastcr who 
must be directed not to give leave for any, except those u:;ua1ly 
called batty hamalq, and a publication of this, our resolution, to 
be issued by beat of drum. A.fter this shoull! any peon or other 
person presume to seize any haml.,l without permission from the 
customs master he must be punished at the customs mm,ter's 
discretion.2 

On the 23rd December 1767 the Board record: The un happy 
accident or the ship DqiarIC8 being blown up in the Gulf of Pl'l'Slll 

in our opinion renders the sending another capital cruizcl' into tho 
Gulf unavoldable. As w~ have already determined to accept 
Karim Khan's proposals for acting jointly with him againbt C.tll'ack 
and Ormuz and have dll'ected the agent and Council at B.1~ro. 
to signify the same to him, our Honourable Masters' iuterest 
would be greatly affected, if not entirely ruined, in CI>.SC of 
the Khan's bemg disappointed in the assistance promised hIm 
which must be the consequence if the Defiatnce is not replaced. 
Resolved therefore that the Revenge proceed on this scrviro,and 
to assist in carrying the goods and stores intended thither 11. 

letter bemg sent to Burat to hasten her departure from the bar 011 

this account. Th~ determining or sending another military force is 
uoferred for the present.s 

Consideration of the military rorce to he sent to Persia resumed 
on 4th January 1768:" Major Mackenzie now lays before us a 
state of our present garrison from which it appears that after 
completing the force now in and bound to the Gulf to what Wag 

originally inten~ed allowing for the men lost on the Deji:wCI', a 
point w"hich our engagementlil to Karim Khan renders indulpcnsably 
necessary, we shall be able to detach 400 European infantry 
including non-commissioned officers, about 80 art~llery, and SOO 
~epoys :iPcluding officers, which with a proper marine force the 
:M:a:jor is of opinion will be fully sufficient to reduce Haidar Ali's 
fleet forts and possessions upon the sea coast, and at the same time 
leave such a number of men in this garrison as with the mlhtia of 
the· island will be sufficient for its security against a surprise. The 
superintendept is likeowiRe asked as to the marine force he deems 
necessary on this occasion. He d~clares that the vessels left after 
the d~al'ture of those ord~red to Persia together with the Dra!.e, 
Snow, Fox, and Fly galivats at Onor and two of our Honourable 
Masters will be sufficient to accomplish every end. This object being 

1 Court to Bombay 4th April 1767 pal'a 82, Pub Dep Court's L. Vol. 7 of 1765· 
1768,258-.250. Compo of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759.1788,195. 

S 
2 B~lI1. Gov. ConsultatlOD, 1st Sept t7a7. Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 485·486. COlUP, i)f 

t;'ndmg Old. Vol. 2 of 1759.1788, 235. 1, 
&1m. Gov. ConsultlltlOD, 231'd Dec. 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of' 1767, 144·145. 
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PlUS provided for, the Major is ordered to embark such II number of 

t
en on the Vl'ssels l)ound to Persia IJ.'! will complete the force 
Iginally intended, o.lIowing for the men lost Olli the Defiance. 

he commanders of the Lord Mansfield and Earl of Ohatlw,m are 
~l'del'f\d to get tht.lir ships in readiness for the sea, as, if agreeable 
r) the superintendent's opinion. we determine on employmg two 
,hips on the above service.1 

) The following statement shows in detail the strength nud 

(

'hstllbution of the Bombay garrison in January 1768 ~ 
Bombay Qarrison, 1'168: 

--------- ----
Total 1 8 t:liJ 1 1 1 1 2 63 69 7 21 656 219 1061 

W,nt'Jd lorPe!'8l& • -::-1-::- -;1- -::-~ '6 1 2 121 18\1 

A, •• lllblelor other Duty. _~_~....:.....:.....:..... 20 20 4 9 800 I~ 

I 
Tot.al ... ~5.16 ........ 27266Jl~81 670 

Torema.u ... • .. [IS 1 4111 1 2 86
1:; 8 10 175219 4Vl 

I 
S~~ ~ 

~ o:cen i S e! 
ABTII.LBRY.. a ;:3 i ~"g~ s ~ 5 ~ ~! a ~ i 

, Jl~i!:ffgJ!!~j~ )-------1 . ...;:.,.------------1-
1 F.t lor Duty .. ... S 1 6 1 1 1 8 8 15 S 8/ at 88 160 
. Sick ... ... 1 1 :a 1 .. J4 14 83 I ~ __ 

j 
Total .. • 2 0 1 1 1 \0 9 16 3 8 4l 07 198 

\\antedlorPertll& ~_ 1-------1----02482 
I A,..uaLI. forotherDut,y... • .. 1 1 4 2 2 , 1 1 18 42 76 

f ~ ~~~-::-7-~~~11~~; 
a 1 2 1 1 ~87102~~11 TIer 

',-===============~~~~::;:::;::~=;:=;;::::;::::! 
~ To rem.uo 

1 Jiij'~f .!t!9'~ I S_Mr.. .3 = 'g::l ~ EI 8. j ~ c ~ 
~!. i:;;.§=Q·88~~ooi 

.:c- ~ .g a ~ a .0 ..... 8~ e 0 ~ ~ 1 "S 
___________ 1_-=-<'1 ,~ 00 ~ ~ z A "... ~ ~ __ ~ I 
I F,' for Duty • .. 

SIck • • .. .. 

1 Wanted for Perala 

ToW 

- ... 
:1 A .rulable for other Duty ... 

Total 

Toremam .... 

.... 9 ]pl 86 68 66 14 21 18 40 18 9 11091888 

1 2~ 4~"-: .. ~ ... _ ... ~~ 120 

1 10 14 !IO 68 60 14 24 1a 40 18 11 1200 1603 
- -------------1 ..... 11 .......... 6568 

.. 8 82f4040 ... 16 824 ... 862f800 

... -98Ufifi-:-1ii 824'-:::- 8870858 

.. 1181622119 14 8 6 16 18 s&ai'ii4b 

I Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Jan 1768, Pub. Didry 52 of 1768, 2 -3, 5. 
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The fon~wing tables give the detailed strength of the Persiai 
expedition: 

At Penna 
~'o embark 

ARTILLUY. 

Troops for Persia, 1768. 
1 • 1'--\ 

~ ~ , ~ ~ I~ 1i1 ; 
I j ~ f ! ~ ~ ill; 

., -1- --2- -;- -7- --3- --, .-'1-1-~-:; 
.~ 1 2 • • 6 1 2 121 l'l\J 

. -2--[--1- --7- --8- --1-1-8- 171 1117' 

! ~~ ~ f. H E ~ ~ ] 
~ rZ ~ ~ 8 ~-a 6 ~ ~ ~ I 
g ~ ~ i ~. ~ I ~ l . ~ 

'-A-t-p-c-rs-,.---·-·-----·l-';·-.. - --2- --8- --8- --4- --6-1-1- -:--;-
To embatk ... ...... 1 , •• • 1 6 ... 201 .l -----------------

Total 128 S 6U 136tl3 

:i !;. .s ~ .:1 1 01 ~ t, 

~ ~ ~ ~.. • ::I~ - ~ ~ t. . t i ~ ] :; ~ .3~ ~ a ;; "" ~! 
at J1 I") Jl1 Z 8.0 £-i ~ i:t JJ fo4 ~ 

SHrOYs. 

------------------------- ----, 
At PefSll\ 
Toembtlfk en 

Total 

2 2 6 11 11 4 2 6 ~ un 1'·Q 
1 ... 1 1. . ... 65 68 ~ ----------------------
S 2 6121» 4 2652<>126(1 

On the 18th. March .17t18 the Court of Directors wrote: W:,' 
highly approve the intimation you gave to our President awf 
Council of Fort St. George to use their endeaYOllrs with th 
MaratMs to obtain a grant of Salsette and Bassein. We no' 
in the strongest planner recommend to you upon every occllt>ion t~ 
use your endeavours to obtain these places. We should esteem thell'l\ 
a valuable acquisition. We cannot directly point out the molle o' 
acquiring them but should prefer obtaining them oS purchase t: 
obtaining them by war.l ; 

On the 18th March 1768 the Court of Directors 'Wrote: Th." 
Royal Society having applied to us, as 1>y the enclosed copy o~ 
thelr Secretary's letter, that observations may be made at OU" 
senml presidencies or other places in the East Indies of the nex f 
translt of thE! plo.nct "'Venus over the disk of the sun which J', 

expected to happen on the Srd June 1769, and being desirous bya1r 
meo.nil'of concurring in an affair of such importance to the advance, 
ment of science, we thus early and earnestly recommenu it to you( 
to dlrect all and every person in thj3 service of toe Company w ht 
are converso.nt in astronomy, and to desire ill our name 1>y pani 
cular notlce or otherwise all other persons whatsoever undcI' you' 

, I 
, ! 

1 Court to Bombay 18th Mar. 1768 pa.l'!\ 91, Pnb. Dcp. Court's Letters Vol. 1 o~ 
1765 -1768, 332. 
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t
· jltiuence properly quulifieu for the purpose to exert themselves 
p nmkmg the most careful and accurate observations upon the said 
i-ansIt, auLl to deliver their reports to you in writing to be trans-

r
llltted to us at least in duplicate by the earliest opportunities To 
he persons who shall be employed as .observers you are to deliver 
bples of the directlOns sent to you in 1760 for the last transit. 

I t' hen we receive certam prqmised instructions from HIs Majesty'!! 
, stlonomer Royal for observations on the expected transIt we shall 
, rward the same that copies thereof may also be put into the 
"auds of the observers whom V\~e also wish to be furnished wIth 

,

Ubh umellts and every assistance contributary to the sucoess and 
CCUlaer of their observatIOns. 'We have given and shall send the 
ike dnectlOns on this subject to Fort St. George, Bengal, Fort 
~f:trlborough, and China" 

i In the same letter (18th March 1768) the Court continues: The 
~ !xl::;cncy of the times hmitmg the rem~ttances to Europe through 
: flU' cac,h we have considered how we can best alleviate the hard-

hIps that inclIyiduals may sustain thereby. __ To compensate for 
hl' same and open a channel for transmlttmg such sums as there 

[

uay be occasion to send hither until the alteration of circumstances 
, 11,]11 no longer require the refusal of the bIlls of exchange, we have 
, -"solved and do accordmgly allow that all our servants civil marino 
lud mIlItary, the traders in coral, and the commanders of our 

'freighteu ships, may import gold or slIver in specie or bullIon from 

~
H' Kl&t Indleg, free of duty and all other charges, the freight of a 

4uarter per cent to the commanders excepted. The exportatIOn of 
he said specie or bullIon from Bombay IS to be made under your 

liGense and reg-ister, in the same manner' as is practised III regpect to 
lamonds, except that the exporter is to be "free from all dutIeS and 

i~Latge" thueon. You are to transmit to us in duplicate such 
regl5ters f01 ascertaining the particulars that on the arrival of the 
f,hlFs "6 lliay order the speCIe or bullIon to be br~ught up to our 

~
'b ea ~ury to be deh vered to the persons. to whom the SUl1) e are 
e;,pectlvely consigned. This indulgence is to continue until we 

• en,ke the same 2 

l \ In July 1768 as a number of people had been lately bitten some 
I t them fatally by mad dogs, Government resolved (22nd July 1768) 
f that a publicatIOn be issued by beat of drum requiring all persons 
\i'0~se;,,>ed of clogs to keep them tied up for a cert.lin space of time 
iPthtrwi~e they WIll be destroyed. A party of sepoys to be ord~red 
tout on Monday morning to kIll all dogs tl!.ey may;, find strag
,glmg ahout.s 

'i .As many inconveniences were found to ariae from the boatS' which 
ply in the road as 1umboats being under no regulation, the 
110rnhay CouncIl agreed (18th qctober 1768) to forbld any boat to 
ply m this capacIty WIthout a permit. They direct the customs 

1 1 Court to Bombay 18th March 1768 paras 129 ·131, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 7 of 
7.5- 17fJ8, :~4:>·346. 

2 ('Olllt to Bombay 18th March 17G8 para 194, Dltto 865-366. 
• Bom. Gov, Oonijult~tlon 22nd July 1768, Pub. Dlary 51 of 1768, 420. 
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master to ·order all such boats as he furnishes with pel'mit'! to b' 
numbered and registered and to require them to repair to tho Mand'l 
_at sunset. After sunset on pain of such fine or punu,bmcnt as tht 
customs master may think proper to inflict, no boats are to pl.!. 
without particular leave obtained for that purpose, neither mus} 
boats at any time go between the Dock .and Pier heads withoni 
express permission.1 f 

On the 28th December 17b8 a Consultation resolved: The mei 
·chants being very desirous that a vessel may be immediately order(4 
to Surat to carry up a large quantit~ of their purchases at the pt'eBeu', 
sales and as we believe there is nothing now' to be apprehenU\ld; 
from the Maratbas ; ordered the R13solution be called in from he\ 
present cruize and employed on this servicc and to bring down a~; 
many bales of the investment as may be in readiness, as the Admim/! 
Watson, the only vessel besides that is now here proper for thi I 
same, will not for some ti~e be re!1dy for the sea.2 lit f, 

In a letter of the 31st March 1769 the Court write: We hopt 
whenever peace is established you will give the greatest atLentiol' 
to the export trade, and in all treaties witp. the Princes of th' 
country, you should endeavour to stipulate their taking a certau, 
quantity of woollens annually from you.8 ,; 

In a letter of the 31st March 1769 the Directors writc' In th~i 
course of your transactions with the c(}nntry powers WH ohserv6 
that as very few of our servants are acquamted with the countrJ \ 
languages, they are under the necessity of placing a confi,lence lrt 
the natives as interpreters. As Mr. Dow to whom we have O'ivc.c 
a military appointment is well versed in the knowledge of th~ 
Oriental Languages, hi,s t~lents may be of great utility to the 
.company in the Gulf of Persia, or on other occasions. We there 
fore strongly recommend to you that notwithstanding his, mihhu! 
appointment you avail yourselves of his abilIties whenever it ma~ 
be nece~sary to ,translate trom or negotiate in those languo.ges:' 

On the 31 st 'March 1~69 the Directors Wl ite: It has ho.ppene( 
of late years that among many natives of India who lu:w,e beel 
ient to ~ngland as servants to gentlemen or their famllies retur!' 
ing home, several, entirely for~aken by the persons who engag( 
them and thereby left m very destitute circumstances, hM 
applied to us to return at the Company's expense on board the; 
ships. This we have been induced to grant not only on account ( 
the.J,J great distress but to prevent reflections on ns in this respc( 
from the pe~ple of !ndia. In order therefore to remedy the, 
grievances you are hereby directed not to permit any persot 
whatE!Ver, on returning to England, to take with them a native ( 
India without giving security for every Buch native in the BUIll j 

I BolO. Gov. GOIlSulLll.tlOn, 18th Oct. 1768, Pub. DIaI'Y 51 of 1768, 564. 
• Bom. Gov. ConsultatlOn, 28th Dec. 17GB, Pub. DIary 61 of 1768, 700. 
3 Court to Bomba.y Blst March 1769 para. 39, Pub. Del'. Court's L. Vol. ~ 

1769 1771, 31. 

1 
49COltrt to Bombay Blst M~roh 1769 pam 47. Pub. Del" Court's L. Vol. 8 

76 ·117J.33. 
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;0' to prevent their being chargeable to the Compa.rly in any 
"lnner whatever. You must /:lend such bonds in the packets by the 
'lipS whereon any IndIan servants embark that in case 6f necessity 
:e may put the same in force here.1 _ 

'Oil the 31st Mwrch 1769 the Court writes: The importation of 
k appeal'mg to us of the greatest consequence, !1S well for the 
'nefit of the Company as a national object, we have agam taken 
s brauch of bade under &n: consideratlon. We are of opinion 
.t if the troubles at Bushire make it impracticable to procure sIlk 
.rp, that you strongly recommblllu the agent of Basm to attend 
tlllS business As a further motive to attain this end we permit 
u to mcrease the price as far as Rs. 90 the man. If you can procure 

; a consider<l.ble investment, we even authorise you to extend it to 
'8 hundred. As the first and third sorts afford the largest pI'ofits 
h deshe you will send as little as possible of the other sorts, taking 
(em only as a. means of procuring the first Md third.1I 

. On the 30th June 1769 the Court of 'Directors wrote: Though 
'om the begiuning: we have seen with great concern the war with 
aidaf N aik and w.sapproved it as being contrary to the opinions 
e elltertain of the Company's true interests in respect to the 
'untry pOWt'fS, yet 1>0 long as the war continues it is the duty 
: our &everal presidencies to co-operate to the utmost in order as 
Ion n.s possiLle to force the enemy to reasonable terms of peace. 
~le shameful behaVIOur of the garrison left at Mangalor has done 
nevous mischief by encouragmg Haidar Naik and his troops. 
COll should have endeavoured to repair that disgrl#Ce by some fresh 
_pedltion against his possessions upon your coast, The state of 
;JUr forces does not appear to us so woolr as to disable you in 
Ie manner you represent, nor do the priIlClpal officers give any 
eh opinion. It 1S true that Colonels Campbell Mel Keating in 

,n&idering the state of your work:> glVe an opmion what should be 
1e number of the garrison for theIr defence in case of attack by 

- regular army. ThiS does not imply that .such a ~arrison ~houlJ 
• ll~mam for ever within the walls, nor does the nature of our 

sJrVlce admit of such calculations. We hope our servants I1t 
1~adras have before ihis seen an oppoJ:'tunity of makmg pea~e upon
reasonable terms If Haidar Naik refuses to hearken to reasonable 
terms our three presidencies must co-operate vigmou.~ly to reduce 
hIm. At the same time considering the Marathas as the most 
dangerous growing power in India, we shall be very sorry to add to 
theIr strength by the total defeat of Haidar N~ik, who has hitherto 
been 11 strong check upon their ambitious views. We wish him 
therefore to remain an independent power in amity with us, ~d we 
hope in time he will comider that his own interest points this out. 
If once he lets the Mn.rathlls get a footing in the Mysor country, under 
a pretence of a9sistmg him against the English, they Wlll not rest 

1 Court to Bomba.y 31st March 1769 pa.ra 83, Pub. Dep Court's L. Vol. 8 of 
176~.1771, 45. Compo of Standmg 01'<1. Vol. 2 of 1759 -1788, 248. 

, Court to Bombay 31st M~rch 1769 para 126, Pub,Dep. Court', L. Vol, II of 1769-
1171.6Z. 
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till they ~re masters of the whole. The whole tenoul' of . 0):,' 

letters to you and the other presidencies will show you that we a', 
rather jealous of the J\fara'tha power. We have sought to contiuue j: 
peace wIth them, and to keep up a friendly intercoursl'. If thr;/' 
think fit to take a hostile part against us, to ~cnd you iwmltiJ 
messages, and to brave your port with their grabs, it id tUIlC/. 
take vIgorous measures. for preserving that respect which we ha) 
hitherto held on your side of India.~ ~When you wrote your letf ' 
of the 13th December giving an account of the Uarathlt tlli', 
cruising off the harbour and of th.\l insolent answer of Vbaji Paf 
you had ships in your harbour more than sufficient to lID,' 
destroyed his Heet or brought hiII\l to a more becoming and cxph4 
declaration, Also when Madhavrao informed you that his deSi~ 
was to deml\nd the chauth from the Nabob of Arcot, preserving 
the same time the utJtlost goodwill towards the English, you sho)11 
have told him that those two things were incompatible, that til 
Nabob of Arcot was, as k.e knew, 1ll firm friendship and alhan(~. 
with the English, and that any demand made upon him at the heal 
of an army laying waste his country would be answered by th, 
English forces in all parts of India who never would suffcr I 

people under their protection to be distressed and plundered 0: 
any pretence whatsoever. That accounts should be settled bot wed 
their respective agents in the usual manner, and if anything war 
due irom the Nabob of Arcot, your good offices should bo employc} 
in bringing the matter to an amicable conclusion. Such lal1guag'~ 
with at the same time some vigorous preparations by sea and lan, ~ 
would have been tnore likely to preserve peace with the M:aratU~ 
than the silent respect with which you seem to have received a\ 
their insults.!· f 

On the 25th February 1771 the Honourable William Hornll, 
succeeded the Honourable Tho :nas Hodges as Governor and Preside~ 
of Bombay. In the same year, 1771, it appeared to the Board that tht 
Europ~naval stores which the MaratMs and others procured fronJ 
Bombay, led to an increase of their naval force, very much against tbic 
interest. of the Company. The Government therefore,in their C0I1-
Sultation of 21st May 1771, re~olved that no Europe naval stores qe 
sold in ·or exported from Bombay without the express permi~sion 
of Government, and that they be laid under the same restl'lctions as 
military stores. That no one might plead ignorance the Secretary 
was directed to issue a publication by beat of drum in the usual 
lan~ages.9 

At a Consultation held the 12th'June 1771 the Secretary.read the 
folluv1ing letter from the Committee of Surveys to the President and 
Council: At the present tIme, when the chance of a war in Europe 
makes it probable that an attack p,pon this town may be made 
very unexpectedly, it becomes the duty of every person who considers 
himself in any shape responsible for the defence of this place, to 

7
17 Court to Bombay 30th June 1769 paras 7·9, Pub. Dep. CO\lrt'~ L. Vol. 8 of 1109-

1 1,82. 8G. 2 Fub. Dillry 57 of 1771,401. 
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dlcct upon tho attacks which are most likely to be ma~le upon it, 
\Ild to endetwour to discover the best means of making the town 
lefellsible in the shortest time considering the present situation of 
t'l wOlks. The best attack upon Bombay is unquestionably from 
',he sea. Troops tIlnder cover of a hep.vy well-supported fire from 
llipping, may land between the Dock Bastion and the Bandnr 

'\tttet y, and between the north-east curtain of the castle and the 
'tl Maud"i Bastion. This· space of about one thousand yards is 
most totally unprovided with fire, and for about half the distance, 
'mcly from the fort to the ene. of the wall near Moody's house, 
:ere is no IUlpediment in their way. A ship laid in !lIme with 
Ie old M.indvi Bastion may tlllte the whule north front in enfilade, 
'ld all the works from the line of communication at the salient 
1O'le of the Bazar Gate Rav-elin to the ridge of Dongri in reverse. 
f~~sels laid between the Dock and Bandal' Piers Will enfilade the 
'~reatest pMt of the Dock Bastion, its curtain, the gorge of the 
Hoyal Bastion, and the south face of "the Apollo Gate Ravelin. 
l'hey will also Hank the north-east and south-west sides of the 
'astIe and take the north-west front in reverse. Vessels laid in 
hne with the south-south-east face of the Royal Bastion will 
,:nfilade the whole south front almost to Stanhope Bastion anu the 
1100th-east face of the Doell: Bastion. If this town should not be 
attacked from the sea but the enemy determine upon an attack by 
.and, ,it is for obvious reasons impossible to suppose them so ill
conducted as to attempt a landing to the southward of the town or 
'on Colaba. Neither can we suppose that the,Y will attempt a 
landing to the westward of the town on account of the rocks and 
,hoal water in Back Bay as well as f07 want of a sufficient space 
to make their approaches and many other" reasons. In short one 
'nay venture WIthout much presumption to prophegy that if an 
enemy determines upon an attack by land either to tho southward 
~r westward of the town, and if the garrison behaves tolerably well, 
thl'y will neyer take the town. From the. Dock Fa'ltion therefore 
~o the Moor's Bastion one may pronounce this town free from even 
"he possibility of an attack by land, and yet this is the only part 
,)f the fOltifications of Bombay that.at this moment is in a'tenaolll 
condItIOn, Little al~o is wanted in all this extent but to m~unt the 
~'tn8 in the lunettes of the Apollo Gate Ravelin, and to repair the 
wooden platforms which at present are almost all broken. From 
the :MOOI'S Bll'>tion round to the old :M"andvi Bastion the old works 

,are in a very weak and ruinous condition, ~nd inca,J:lable of f1ny 
good defence against anything IJke a spirited attack. The ditches 
mil covered way of the Hodges and Cumberland Ra.veli~s are 
~nfinished, in many parts not even begun, and there are no bridges 
:>f communication between these outworks and the place. 'L'he 
rampart for much the gr~atest part from the Church Gate round 
to the old Mandvi Bastion is ruinous. Some part of the work last 
done ha<, only a revetment and the retaining wall of the parapet with
Ql1t being filled up. The ret'lining wall which was beQ'Un lately hu.'J 
bc& n stO} 'ped, and, even in daylight, the terrepleinc is for a conailler. 
able slJ!LCO not passal)le for more than one man in front. In some 
part'! I)f tl~e rampart ihe earth baR given way so much for wuuL uf 
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" the retaining wall that one discharge would inevitably drive th(~ 
gun off the rampart. The ditch in mally part'l is not at thiE-JI 
moment knee deep. The gnlls in many parts of the wOIks on ttliel 
side are of too small calibre, and in geneml the gun-carriages an(~ 
platforms are in very bad order ana want llnmemate repair. 'l'ht~ 
houses that were ordered to be pulled down are mosi of them btU., 
stanrIing, and it is impossible to move troops or guns either npo-r' 
the rampart or belllnd it for any dist:nce from the Church Gal, 
ttl1 the way round to the old Mandvi Bastion.' From the Baz~' 
Gate to the old Mandvi Bastion tIle top of the parapet, is rent a~ 
ill some parts of the Princess's curtain the ditch IS dry. From t:\>t 

old Mll!;tdvi Bastion to the end of '<,he wall near Moody's house d 
the north-north-east side of the town the works have never he.r 
finisherl, and though there be a very good wall with uuttresF<'.' 
where bombproof lodgment" may easily and syeedily be made f,J: 
the troops, yet ill its present situation it' answers very little go 
purpose of defence, there li'eing no parapet to it. , 

It is laid down as a rule that the nearer the wOl'k'3 come to th.t 
'body of a place~ the higher they should be. Here it is thEJ. 
reverse, for the new ravelins are considerably higher than thJ' 
curtains they are made to cover, and the doctrine of reclprocfl 
defence between the various works of this lace seSlms to have beer 
forgotten in the construction of many of !hem. NotwithstanJin€ 
the enormous SUms which ha~e been expended on the fortification",l 
of It, this place appears at thif> moment just as defencelf'ss as thct 
ChIef Engineer ol.Bengal thought it in October 1768. -His worJ~ 
are: "At this instant tbis fortress labo~rs under the greiltc<'q 
disadvantage that eveJ;. at1;ended a fortification." In the nex~ 
paragraph of the same letter he declares: «Bombay is at thi~ 
instant so insecure and so open that it is capable of being as~ltultcd' 
~t any hour in the night with the loss of very few lives to a~ 
enemy.: It is .with infinite reluctance that we differ from 01 
respectable an authority-as Lieutenant-Colonel Camp hell in a ruattev. 
immediately in hIs department as an engineer, but we are ohhgerl 
~o say that his reasonS for leaving that "ide of Dongri Fort ne}.t 
to the tewn Open are by no m~ans satisfactory to us. It is evi(leu4 
that in theIr present situation or in any sItuation in whiclt the3>
can be put for a year to come, the works on Dongri do not add to, 
the defence of the town, On the contrary in case of an attack they', 
wopld harass and embarrass the garrison most exceedingly, if we] 
suppose any cmiIitary\;kill in the enemy that attacks or any know? 
ledge of the state of the ·works.· To every other inconvenienc~i 
atten<1ing this place in its present condition must be added th~ 
absolu~e want of ~ombproo£ casemates for the garrison to rC'st in. J 

Havlllg thus bnefly stated the ~efects in the defence of thif, 
place, it becomes necessary to try how far they may by any lllf'ans . 
10 our power be remedied. To prevent an enemy landlllg under 
cover ?f the fire of shipping on the east side of the town, a sufficient 
quantIty of strong chevaux de frieze, shod with iron shouHLe 
got :el1dy to be laid from the Dock Bastion to- the old Ml..lndvi 
.BastlOp. This will throw a great pbstl}cl~ in the way of troops 
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\aftlhll~ to nssault the town on thls side. IIcllvicr gnns ~hould he' 
: pl.tnted 011 the east ba,~tlOll of the Oastle. The pampets of the Two 

VIPI /lnd the Moody Bay batteries should he immedIately repltiled. 
P.trt of the wood now lying behind the Mandvi and Mulla's hou~e 
"hould ue movea into the open spQ4:e bellind the unfinished wall 
~ebHtn r.IooJy's house and the old Mandvi Bastion. The top or 
~his wflll :"hould be raised and some ell1braztucs for heavy <;annou 
;Ul~ht soon be made at tfIe bottom of it. The wood now IJing 
h·hlnd the Mamhi is of that sort that it might be tmned to lUany 
-:":')01'1 pl1rrO~es in case of a r-iflge, and might very speedily make 
harll1cks tor the soldiers, not much if at all inferior to bombprouf's . 
. \s thele IS gleat want of homllproof places in the fort for keeping 
~,nd making up ammunitIOn, the arches of the new builtlings &houl.:! 
he turne:lllllllledlately. This may be done in a short time as tho 
flumes ate ready fixed Yes~el'l fitted as brulotts or fireboats 
:"hould be kept at the Mandvi nundar, Moody's Bay, and mru'ine 
.lard, which with the help of the wind'or tIde lUight C01l'lillerably 
<tnnoy an enemy either in his ships or in an attempt to make ar 
',mding. It the outwork round Dongri as 1ar as the Bdzar Gate
} ,e fini~hetl, that part when guus are mounted will be equally 
tenahl0 With the other works of the place. This IS so far ad vanced 
th.~t it Illay be flnbhed soon and the other hands at present at work 
)u Dongri hill may be employed in securing the el\.,t Side of Dong! i 
(wI1ll:h IS at present open and exposed to the fire of shipping), 1ft 

~epairing the old works, and finu,hing those which have been built 
!o,omc hme. The covered way before flodges and Cumberland 
\ Havelms should be filllbhed WIthout delay. Bridges f:.hould b~ 
made between these works ani! the b01!y of the place, and the ditch 

I should be dng. Gnns also »hould be moanted as soon as possible 
on these ravelms and proper stores laid in them. We are persuaded 
th.1t If an enemy comes against this place and does not attempt to
p'",ault It from the sea, the attack can be made nowhere ebe with 
so great a prol)ability of sueces~ It'! on the porth of north-,ve8t side. 
'The rubbi~h with which the ditch is ill many plaees ahno~t filled, 

• &hould be removed as soon as the season will allow the dItch to be 
j cleaned. The cocoanut trees to th~north-west of the town shoukl 
llJe cut down immediately, and the ma.ny holes and pits in the 
\ glaCIS on this side should be fined up. 
; We shall proceed with our survey a!1'reeablc to the Honoumble 
I, Coinpany's oruers as fast as pos"ible Ilnd shaH in future make our 
Isurvey regularly every three months and repilrt to yo~r flonod'l:. 
) On considering this letter the Board resolve that the President 
give the Engineer dlrections agreeable thereto.1 

About a month later (26th July 1771) on perusing-lettC1:s 
from the Select Oommlttees at~engal and Madras,and on observmg 
from the :Madras letters that a 'war with France is pro\;Jable, tho 
S"lect Oommittee in their Consultation of 26th July 1771, l'CDlark 
that all the orders necessary for putting Bombay into as good a 
pv:;ture of defence as is in their power have already been given. 

lS~cret and p"htlcal Dwy 12 of 1771, 31· 37. 
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That the new works may be mllde defensililc in as short a time ab
possible, it is resolved that five hundred men more be retained fu1 
the purpose who with those at present in pny must be employet\ 
on such works as are directly necessary,! 1 

,At a Consultation on the 6th August read apet1tion from Gopa,l, 
Angria, to the President and Council, representmg he was a gralll~ 
son of Kanhoji Angria, and that his faJ;her and he had been ilJ 
treated by his uncle Tulaji; praying for shelter for himself and lll~ 
family; and promising, should the peed arise, that he would rail!' 
3000 to 4000 sepoys for the Company's sel'vice.2 Decirleu, 11 
Gopalji Angria may 1:,e useful in railllDg recruits down the coa~t. l~l 
be granteq shelter in Bombay and tihe pay of a Subhedar.s \ 

On 1st April 1772 the Court again raise the que"tiol1 of tli 
value to Bombay of Salsette and Bassein. Thcy &l1y tht' 
advantages the Company would receive from the possessIOU o~ 
SriJsette Bassein and KaJitnja are so obvious that these mus) 
nece~arily be the principal objects of your attention. 'Ve aI' 
the more inclined to hope that Madhavray may be prevailed on tt 
cede to us the islands as the tribute he receives from thl'1n is n1' 
so considerable, but that we may be able to offer in exchange whe, < 

be may deem an equivalent for such cession.' 
At a Consultation the 21st January 1771 read a fetter from u>: 

Clerk of the Peace to the President and Council, dated Bombay To"f 
Hall, 18th January 1771: His Majesty's JustIces at the last QUll.rtjl.~' 
Sessions assembled, have dIrected me to rl1Present to your HOllG 

that having taken" into consideration the great damage done both ti 
buildings and merchandise by the very great nnmbel' of rats on th~ 
island, they propose a gratuity of one double pice be allowed fo~ 
each rat caught and produced to the sitting justice as a means 0' 

ridding the place of those very pernicious alllmals. They theref01~ 
request your Honour WIll be pleased to order a publication to If 
issued \0 the above effect. Also one forbidding all persons 'l 
gallop horses about the streets of the town and upon the Green o~ 
pain of being fined or otherwise punished at the discretion of th(l 
»cting °magistrate.5 Ordered that a publication be issuc~ 
accordiIl'gly.6

• .! 

At a Consultation the 24th July 1771 read a letter from the Cler~ 
of t'he Peace to the President, dated Bombay Town Hall, 23rd JulJ 
1771: The grand jury have represented to His ~Iajesty's Justices thal 
thEfhighways within ~he town are become a public nuisance an< 
rendered dangerou~ to passengers lij" the owners of private builliincl 
laying. large quantities of stones in improper places.7 Orderctl 

f ;Public DIary 08 of 1771, 700-701. I Secret and Pol. Diary 12 of 1771, 47. 
• Public Diary 58 of 1771, 745. 
4 Court to Bombay 1st Aprul772 para 40, Pub. Dep. Court's L Vol 90fl772-77,:U. 
o Lotter from the Clel k of the Peace to tho Prosidcnt.and COunCil, Bombay Town Hall. 

18!h Jau. 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 67.68. 
Born. Gov,Oonsultation, 21st Jan, 1771. Pub. Diary oi of 177], '65. Comft, of 

Sttndmg 01'<1. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 26[). 
Letter from the Cll'lk of tho Peace to tho l'lCsldent aud Councli 231<1 July ]771, 

l'ub DIary 58 of I7i1, 67(1. • 
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,that a publication be issued by the Secretary, and any [Alr~on acting 
I contrary thClcto, be liable to such hne as tho Bench of JustIces 
: JUay think proper to inflict.! 
I At a Consultation the 16th April 1778 read the following letter 
fwm Mr. John "Watson, Superintcladent, to the President amI 

I Gouncll, dated BomLay 29th March 1773: As I dit'er in opmion 
fI'om the other members of the Committee of Defence who wero 
~ll)ponited to take into consideration the gaITison necessary for the 
'works of this town and its fortifications, if it should be attacked, 
md as I think that the num"'ber in the statement9 I have the 
lonour now to lay before you is the lowest that can be estimated 

to give tolerable security to £overy part and oppose two attacks 
made by an active enemy, that I might be better able to point out 
'lOy ideas on this very important sul;ject I have considered the 
numLer of troops and military men neces;:ary for each work 
,dbtinctly wlth the nature of their duty and reliefs. The number 
'differs much from that proposed hy ~lonel Campbell, and also 
rom that by Colonel Gordon to whose superior judgment in these 
)latters I would ever pay the greatest deference, and hope that 
vbat I have here offered Will not be considered as presumption in 

me but to proceed entirely from my duty and obedience to your 
:colllmands. If an attack is made on the north front of Fort 
George, I presume it will be generally necessary to have one-third 
'of the infantry in each of its work" on the ramparts and in the 
'covered way ready to fire upon the enemy and oblige them to 
make their approaches under cover, and that thl,lse shall be relIeved 
every two bours or as the commanding officer shall think propel', 

, which are twenty IDen in each work -to fire upon the enemy or 
assist the working of the artillery, whitb will be found very 
fatiguing if a brisk fire is kept up. The men in the north front 

, and in the Bazar Gate and Prince's Bastion are I think as few a.s 
clin be put there for their defence, and to annoy the enemy. The 

, number appointed for the Cumberland ~avelin: Banian9 Bastion, 
I and Hodges Ravelin, being supposed neal' one of the attacks, must 
I have one-third of their infantry on constant duty ready to fire 
jupon the enemy's approaches_ I have increa~ed the numlJer in the 
, Church Gate Ravelin as the redoubt and covered way are to be 

, supported from it, and to oppose the danger there may be of the 
enemy's pushing in at that gate with our troops when an assault 

, IS made on the covered way or redoubt. As only 400 men aro 
, allowed for the covered way, the duty will. be very sevel'e bpon 
, them, as at least 200 of them ""ill be obliged to keep ·up a constant 
fire to hinder or annoy the enemy in carrying on their works, 
more particularly in the night when a constant fire must be kept 
up over that part of the Esplanade towards the enemy. 

I think the allotment for v!orks not attacked cannot be lessened 
as there are scarce more men ll.ppointed to them than are necessary 
for sentinels and their reliefs as in the night two se~tin4;lls should be 

j Bum. Gov. Consultation, 24th July 1771, PUll. Diary 58 of 1771, 674. 
·:l4,-cret!ll.ld PohtlClIl Dmry, 14 of 1773, 16th Al'fll1773, 44·50. 
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• 
together, w'lich gives greater security as they will thfTl h.· mOl~ 
alert. The Dock Bastion, the line between the ra~t1e aud tlHI, 
bandaI', and the 'MauIlvl BaRtion have bare1y sufficient men to re~ltI~' 
any sudden assault that might be made or attempted on tbese part'1, 
under covcr of their shipping, or to assillt in mauning the hatt,cIif."~, 
to the b(>a if fired on flOIll the ships, whllst the enemy's battN'ics 
are fired on (from) the places attacked (attached) to tIle llLli(l.~ 
The covered way beillg very severe auty, the troops shonld ,)11 
relieved every twelve hours, and that by the troops appointed fof'; 
the Castle Guard, Mandvi Bandar 1'1ne, and Dock BllstlODS, at fout 
several times, that is the relief to be 100 men at a time, so tId 
when one gUll.rd is replaced the otl~r to march. 'the guaJ'd~ fo: 
th~ gates and main guard are but bl1.roly sufficient for keepin!' 
good order in the place and continual patrols for the works and 
streets. The statement given in by me IS exclu'3ive of officers, noni 
commissioned officers, drums, fires, tom tom'!, and tl'ulD}wtfir' 
The officers in the marine "rnay be appointed to do duty in tha 
artillery and make up the deficiency of officers in that corps. A' 
the life and spirit of the defence wlll depend greatly on Imvmg t1{, 
artIllery presented to the attack well served for de'3troying tl" 
enemy's batteries and dismounting their cannon, I think thL":' 
number nppointed for that service are too few, nor call there he ? 
smaller number of European infantry as on them you must depE-n'I 
for the spirited defence of a work closely attacked, as well as, for 
the vigour of sallies. Nor do I think a less number of troops cal¥ 
make any tolerable opposition in our extensive numerous and ill. 
connected works .• Therefore if this garrison is thought unnecessnryh 
of consequence our works l1ie unnecessary, as it is supposed scurce' 
practicable for an European onemy to transport an army of twelve,' 
thousand men to this very dllltant part of the world, and our:: 
garrison should amount to 12,267 fighting men, a very sufficient''' 
number to OPPOS!;) the landing of such an enemy. I would heret 
beg lea~ to urge the utility of re-establishing a militIa, aTHl having' 
them trained as we must have numbers to make a tolerable face in' 
each work, nor ought the teaching them the manual exerd~c and'i 
~rming·them into battalions upaer proper officers be deferred. : 

The foregoing subject leads me to consider the situation of the It'lall(t 
with the advantages that might be taken of and the disadvantages arr: 
enemy must undergo at landing. I will therefore suppose the French;' 
should have the following army: 8000 Europe/ln, 2000 Iudin.n ," 
and"2000 KMir infanby, or in all 12,000 men and officelS included, 
and that they have a fleet COn&ibtinO' of "/, 

2 Slurs of 70 guns of 700 men each 0 ... 1400 
8 '!::llnps of 60 guns of 600 men each •• 41100 
2 Ships of 50 guns of ~OO men each .. < ... 1000 

ToW 
2 Ships of 70 gun? to carry 400 inf.1utry 
8 Ships of 00 gu:ns to carry 300 mfantlY 
2 Slllp~ of 50 guns to carry 200 mfantry 
21 Tlansport fllgates to carry 400 mfantry ... • .. 
Eal-h tmllSpOl't carrymg 1'50 cl\.Ilh IUS her complement .. , 

,.i 

7200 
800 

2JOO 
400 
8~OO 
~l::'O 

ToW 'I' 11;,1:;0 
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r lkhuklltion: 
l::! Fl«t bottom boats tn cltrry 120 men e.'l.Ch 
12 LnuH'he'l to C.ll"fy 100 m .. n e!lch 
:n D \I g'c's to ~.ll ry 30 men ench 
4~ Pillu~es to ('arry 20 men "Ilch 
;n SIX-oa.ted boats to CatTY 18 lllen eoolt 

,., liJO 
l~OO 

!lOO 
!lOO 
fiN -l.l:> T"tu1. Total 512J. 

3G7 

I wIll suppose that they m~y lla"e craft sufficient to make the firRt 
ll,·b.l.l b,tion, 6000 men, officers luclUl1rd, complete, and to bring ,vith 
lhl'lJ} twdvo pieces of field aitlllery and proportionable ammuni
I~ioll. 1'be next thing to ]x. considered is the coast of the island. 
Between Fort George and M£zgaon small fort, distance about two 
\1ile~, is a goo,l heach for boa.ts to land at high water; but the sell 
~ bO fined with Tocks and l'Ihoab that 110 frigates can approach 
\,:arer than one mile from the coast; consequently frigates can give 
) cover to the boats. Between Mazgaon small fort as far north a.s 
'nnJiIa (near the Frere reclamation), distance about one and a half 
~iles, the land is easy, and frigates may at high water in some 
hts n;rpl"O<lch near enough to the shore to fire grape and eyery
i ht:'l"e to fire round shot. Between Cundila. and Suri (Siwri), distance 
,lout OlH' mile, is good landmg at high water, but no frigates can 

, " sq high up to give cover to the boats on account of-the t;haIlow
'.,s of the water, and the boats would be under the fire of Sud 
1 n. No frigates can procecd higher up the bay. Between Sud 
111 Sion boats may land out of gun-shot from either place i the 
lUtI is low and muddy covered with brush and intersl?cted with 
widy channels ma.de by the water, apd scarce passable but at low 

,ater, and even this must be fatiguiI1'g to troops marching with 
:rtill<'ry, and very inconvenient for formin~ on. Between Sion and 
lLiLim the landing is easy but boats must pa.'1S close to the forts 
nnd.:>r'l heavy fire either way. Between Mahim 8J1d Warli the 

lla.nJing is caRY, but coming into the river by Warli they must pass 
~t111der a constant fire from that fort, and "will suffer a. disi;ant 'fire 
'~rom the forts of Warli and ~fahim from their entrance into the 
'l·i.er to tlwir landing.in the bay which is very shano~. From 
,Warli to the Breach the coast is su:rrounued with sharp rycks, ariel 

'1.0. hr8vy swell generally rolls on the coast whICh would render lt 
, pangerous to boats approaching in the calmest weather, and very 
Jifficult when the sea runs high as many of them must inevitably 
be de~troyed, and the ammunition ruined if the troops should get safe 
')u shore. Between the Breach and )falabar Foint the. coast is much 
'the same as between Wadi ani!. the Breach, consequently subject 
to the same difficulties to an enemy; Between Malabar Point and 
the Point of Old Woman's Island, though there is good landing all 
round, 13ack Bay is closed n~ with rocks so that nothing but boats 
can pass or repass on that My, consequently troops landing can ' 
receIve no cover from shipping. As regards Old Woman's Island, the 
only remaining part of the coast, the south-east side is easily accessible 
u~der cover of their ships, their mEm and stores may there be landed 
WIth little dIfficulty. and you cannot give them much opposition. 
Although I Rill very I>ensible of my inexperience in treating .oIl 
military sy.ujects, I will here beg leave with due submission to offel' 
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my sentiments how everywhere except at Old Woman's Island, w hlel! 
is uuder cover of all their ships, an enemy may oe greatly impcde~ \ 
if not totally frustrated in forcing a landing. The next place conve-' 
nient for landing is between };Iazgaon house and Suri nay a,~ 
their friaates may there come within a mile"of the shore fo~ 
(lisemlntl king the troops. 1 have observed that within high watct., 
mark amonO'st the rocks and mud manQTove trees grow in severai' 
parts, and :here they grow boats cannot approach the shore at high' 
water; Il,nd as their roots are interwoven with each other, footme:, 
would find the greatest difficulty tlf scramble through them at 10' 
water. Such a plaqtation on this part of the island brtweet 
Manekji's Hill and Suri, which is about three miles, would in a fe~ 
years prove an inaccessible barrier, and other means might be tri •• ' 
on the shore to render Iandiug still more difficult. Troops Jand", 
between Suri and Sion will be at least three miles from their shit 
ping, so that the first division must remain at least an hour j , 

shore without any succour \)r relief, in which time they might P,' 
attacked labouring under every disadvantage. This low gl'OU~' 
might also be made very difficult by planting more mangroves 111 
widening or deepening the creeks with which it is intersected. A. 
this, I presume,. may be done at a very small expense; by su~ 
means as these you will confine the enemy to certain places f. 
landing~nd those not free from great difficulties. ,:' 

I will beg leave to suppose that our force consists of It: 
Europeans, two thousand sepoys, three hundred artillery and thf.' 
thousand militia, -and three hundred seamen and five hundlJ .f 
la'lcars. Each of our forts to have 20 Europeans 50 sepoys aI, 
100 militia, and the up~er forts in proportion, the whole I. 

amount tp 100 Europeans, three hundred sepoys, and five hundro. 
mIlItia to be as scout'! all round the island to give information 0; 
the enemy's motions. The town to be guarded b~ the seamen, on", 
hundre~ artillery, five hundred militia, and two hundred lascar'). t 

A camp might be i'brmed about Byculla consisting of Eurq 
pmns 1400, sepoys 1700, militia 1000, artillery 150, and lasenl'· 
~OO, tot'al 4550 with 30 pieces of field artillery. This encampment. 
will be 1'eady to march on the "lea&t warning, being nearly centmf 
to meet any enemy before they can be well formed, while they ar~ 
scantily furnished with every necessary and not recovered frori' 
the fatigues of the voyage. Whereas this body of troops are fresh' 
furlli~hed with everything necessary, aided by a numerous attll1el;} 
and rcinforeed ever~ moment by troops from the other rart~ 
distant from where the enemy mat land. This body can march t~ 
the m~'lt distant part of the island in a little more than an hour's 
time. Under these circumstances I presume they are capable to bcat 
the number thus supposed the euelflY can land as they can mCf>t 
them almost at setting their feet on sbore. Should you be apprIsed 
of their approo.ch you will then doubtless have a larger body of 
troops entertained, and should the garrison be complete, you will La 
able to check, if not defltroy, their whole body coming on shd','e. 
Should the enemy be defeated in forcing a landing on thi'! bland, 
and land their army on Old Woman's Island which they may do in 
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"ty, yet linlls ana intrl'Jlchments may be formed to occupy 
pdham's Point, the most distant part of which is but six hundlOd 
jU'l from your works. To get'possession of this ground will cost 
I enomy !l. gl'Nl.t number of lives, and as it does not furnish spnce 
lover a stl'ong"or large Lody of men, and is irnpossillle to 00 
~o\lreJ from Old Woman's Island at high water, they may be 
~ckt'd to the greatest aqvantnge. 1£ they draw up out of their 
~chc<l, they are exposed to a. heavy fire of grape from the artillery 
tho walls, amI must be cut~off; nor can they escape but hy 
lnming. 
'he duty lowe t,? my sup.eriol'S' commanJs, joined to lily 
~chment to the intere'lts of my IIonourable Employers, have 
~'aIleJ o\'or that diffidence that I have of my ablhtH:S and 
:wll'dge in these matters and engaged me to of reI' my seDtlments 
)<1,1 tlcularly on this subject. I Wish they may be at any service 
;nJs the SR£ety of the town and islau>l, and beg leave to suuuut 
" whole to your remarks and cousideration.l 

':he followmg are detall'!.of the garrison proposed for the defence 
~01uLay and Its outworks: 

Proposed Bombay War Garrison, 1773. 
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ATTACKs-cont&.1lue4. 

(2) For the Defence from the 
2nd Attaok supposed to be 
agaIDst the Prmes's 
Bastion 

InW:~~ !~r~~t:'W:~~t 
Bastlona and West 
Curt3.ln.. ... 

(ltistori,t 

nOMBAY· TOWN 

• 
II 8 45 9 9 ~. 

Redoubt Ul the Envelope 
of the Weot F""e • ...... ... .. S 6 1 1 1 8 

Curtam In the Envelope to 
18 3 J 3' 

the South of the Redoubt 5 6 1 liS 30" 6 6 
Baz~r ante Ravehn •• "50 11 '22 "i7 • 8 1 1 1 8 i! 4 4 4~ 
North Front, I., Face... ........., 8 1 1 1 3 4 4 4/ 

3r(1 Face... ...... ,.. 4 6 1 1 1 8 24 4 , " 
Other ~·"oe.... i';"" 8 6 1 1 1 8 4s S 8 8,,, 

P'b~C"S J:.~~~~~ ~: ~:~:. :':" ~22 :~I :~. : : ~ ~ ~ : ~! ~ : ~' 
Cumberland Rav.un Nort.h- 61' , 

West ~'"". 160 88 6~ 51 6 6 2 1 1 2 86 18 6 
Banmn BastIon, Face and 

Ca,,&her • 50 11 22 17 8 6 1 2 .. S 48 8 16 .. , 
• Hodge.' Rav.lm ... 100 22 44 8 6 6 1 2 .. 3 SO 6 12 .. 

Church Oat. do • 150 33 00 61 5 U 1 2 .. , 3 30" 10 .M 
Redoubt before the Church t 

Gnt. .. ... ... 100 22 44 8. 6 6 1 2.... 3 86 6 12 
Covered way from the 

ChlUch Gat. to the North 
Front • .00 88 176 136... ,. ........ . 
For twelve Mortars tn ~e I 

foregom,t;( Works.. .0.... .0. .., 6 3 1 .~ 1 60 036 12 

~Ix :V;':J~~~3 COhorn. ::: ... :: :::... : ~ • ~ • • t ;; ~~ 6 .:: ' 

--'--- -----1- ----·-·-t 
Total '" 1100 242 484 874 75 •• , 679 15\) \00 " 

(8) Guards for d;lJ.eren~ 
Work. 'bot lmmedi"tely 
attIWked 
Four BastJODs, Moor, 

Chnrch, Stanbope, and 

10 :~b:~d :Om~~Vfot;'"o~~ 
gun "" •• nall .BastIon '" 120 20 5 

Three RBveJine. Granby, 
Sonth·West and Apollo. 
SO prlVQtes In eaoh and 
" men for 1 gun.. .~ 90 

King's Lunette ... .. 15 

t;:nas~~on ::: ... M 
Doek do , .00 
Two Towe ... at"the Dook 

15 
a 
3 

]) 

22 

48 4 

86 3 
6 1 
6 ] 

11 2 
8! 2 

4 ... 

~ '1 
6 1 
8 2 
8 2 

1 
1 .. 
1 
2 
2 .. 

--- I-

3 

8 
4 
4 
4 
4 

16 4 .. , 

12 3 ." 
6 J 1 .. 
6 I 1 ... 

16 4 4 
16 4 4 ... 

aud Bunder Piers, 80 
men and 1 gun In 
_If ... ... _. 60 ]0 26 2~ 2 8 ~ 2 "l~ 4 41 .. 

gr::i:::t";ork': t~: ~gg ~ :~ :1 : ~ ~ : :: : ~g: ~ ::: 
North of the Castlo ... 80 5 13 12 t:i 8 2 2 .. ~ 16 4 4 .. 

~~;IB.y '" ::: . 100 22 44 84. ~, 0' ... .:; - .; • i2" .~ ~ 
Old M~lldvt Ba.Glon ane 20 4 II 7 M .w..... 4 

CavuJier... • • '" 30 I; 18 12 " 6 1 1 .. , " 21 4 4 •• ~ 

-"I-.. -"-"--- --r----.-.-. .-., 
B3( 164 86l 801 29 '" ••• ... •• • 1 188 8~ "', ." I" Total 
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~'\chl:,I'e Qf ofhcers DOn-(!ommlSSIOnoo. officels druws fifes toIll toms and trumpets. Under the 
I <\.tt.ulh the deb,lls entere.1 do not give the total sho\\'n 8.0d etJD8t:quenU, some figures seem probabJy 
t1tted In thf> 0. Igmal rec-ord Q~lDsl; ODe or botb of tbo Items, namely. Labor~torl63 and Mag.w.nes.. 
~ Ca.rrsmg ahot shells s.nd stores 

CaptainS 
Lll'lItenants 
Ensll,'1l8 
ht.rJP8.ots 
lorpomls 

Abgtract, 1773. 

Fues and Druma •• ... 

~:b~~:~n8 
S~r]umts 
8ubbcddrs 
l.uuM4r& 

Sepoy. 6 BateaOO"f of 8 Oon'1'_. 

, H.,,>lcta... ... 

\ 

N>lI.. 
Tom.-toms. Trumpets 

Captains ••• 
Subalterns • 
~lrJ(.aut8 
(;vrporWi 

Caftt"ards 
"uhblt.una 
8orjcalJ~ 
Huolu-d,ue 
JiL'Ualal"tl 
HalAldars. 
Nd.lioI .. 
T ..... np"ta, Tom-Iilms 

IUmMl. anti LaboUTer8 
O'irpt.nters 
SmlthR • •••• 
Cuokt< for 5450 men 1 cook to 60 men , 
For 5t) yoke of oxen 
AltllleryDlen 
8t'd.ttu3n 
f,.}l{hen 
1..aHe.'\J'M 
Jnfautry 
b(POYfI 
MlllL ... 

:. 

• 

Tot11l 

20 
20 
20 

100 
It)1} 

CO 

6 
60 
60 

~ 40 
80 

2.'0 
220 
100 

10 
80 
60 
00 , 

tIIJ 
a~ 
S2 
640 

202 
20J 
128 

805 

• 

180 

e£Jlt 
lOi~) 

100 
60 

..' 199 t' 660 
4()8 
21\-1 

121)0 
.. 201oO 
.. 88111 
• 29"7 ------.. 14,7711 
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372 130MBAY TOWN 

As these flotaJs are 'exclusive of inhabitants, surgeons, attenda'\, 
~n the hospitals, women, and officers' servants you ¥lay jus~," 
estimate the whole number at 20,000 persons. 

The following details give the quantity of stOl'eS necrs!>!: 
for 12.5 guns presented to the two attacks sup}l'osing 25 gUll~' 
24-poundel's, 50 guns of IS-pounders, 50 guns of 12-pounders, /' 
allowing each gun to be fir.ed twenty timEt,s in 24 bours and one-t{ 
of the weight of the shot for the !Lllowance of powder, the /;,1 

to conth;tue six weeks or forty-t'Yo ~ays : 
A bBt,'act of Stores required, 1779. 

t ~;;":.' ~~~~~ I'O"dC1 

l!5 .ouns 024-poutlOOlS... .n 
Grape shot ~ ~ • 

50 GUliS 18-pounden ... • .. 
amP<' shot ... .. , , 

60 g~!;el~~unders.:. • ~: :.'0 
In the dltfeJ ent works pot attacked, 2g gun' 

a.re manned ready for serVIce. SuppnSt' 
them to tire tWice each £lay as ~1lJ.e ml\Y 
Dot be fired,others lnay beJlred oftener par .. 
tumll\T1y towards the se& where ehlPPlDg 
and boats may come suppose 20 of them to 
b. 24.pounders .. ns 9 to bo 18 pounders : 

2Q Guns 24·poundels... Ou • 

9 Do 18 do .. , 
For Mortm'B 

1000 IS-Incb .bells @ 16 lb., each shell .. 
1000 10 do do, 10 do 
2000 B do. do 6 do. 
,OJO Ro)als and ('ohoms, Ii do, 
For the Musquetry. • •• 
For wall pi.c ..... and small "rtille, y 'rom the 

covered wa~ iii. .. 
For men otl' d\lt,' and gll\lrds on other parts 

Fon: !~:e~~:J lireworl. - ::: ::: 
For t,hree dau' Bervwe ~f~ When tile gal_ 

Tison capitulates. • • • 
for waste -and aQ(ndents • • • 

--- ---I-----

iow 
2ioo 
2100 

21,000 

42,000 

42,000 

8360 
760 

168,000, 
84'10 

252,000 
126,0110 
168,060 

8-100 

26.880 
46dd 

]6,000 
10,000 
12,000 

IJI){){) 

50,400 

10,000 

12,F00 
16,000 

65,_ 
41,826 

TQtal .. -5250 109M m.m 
Lead necessary ior small arms, two pounds of lead to one pOUJ 

of powder gives 67,900 pounds of lead. 
• Estim~te of provisions f~ the garrison according to t, 
accompa~ying -es~blishment, that is 4000 Europeans and 107' 
natives. Allowance for one European: ' \ 

lleef one II), will 'be 168,000 
Bread' dQ 168,000 
Rice dC), 168,000 
GIll. two OtUICC' 21,000 
Fish half a pound .... 84,000 . 
Arrack t pmt ... ". ... 0200 I GallonlJ! 
Extl'Ol allQwance '" , • ... 2625 7875 ~ 

For 10,776 nativf'ls, allowanc~ for each man, It rice t daI, 2 0\; 
ghl, t lb. fisp, t lb, :flesh:' J 

Rice, ~b8. '" 565,640 Onions 1 oz, per mal' a day 
n.l 339,444 Garhe ,., ... 
Gh\ 56,616 Ginger 
Flesh 226,296 Turmeric •• _ 
FIsh... ~26,296 Qumtora (that is cOe:utrQ 
The wood for 25,000 men '2 or eOl1.andeI~ 

lI\rge bIllets... '" 1,260,000 Cuwm seed ". 
500(1 
5000 
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110 above letter and two accompanying papors bei~g read, the 
flle Board a!!"reed in order that the iCifOl'mation they contllined 
\ht he kept"'secret, that they should be entered iu the thal'Y of 
I COlliullttee. The Committee therefore orClered that they should 
\utered III this.place.1 

! theIr letter of 1st April 1772 the Contt write: As tbe obtain
) a competent knowledgE!, of the sea!) betlVeen the :MaldIves and 
laO'flscar would be attended wIth great benefit, and as many of 

fV~~8els belonQ"]ng to our m~rine at Bomba.y he In harbour dur
I the ralllY sea:on, we therefore direct as the means of employlUg' 
m to advantage and of contnbutmg to the health and improve
~t of the people that when their services may not be otherwl&e 
)d for you send some of the Company's vessels and ketches te 
;ore those seas for the improvementof navlgationandthecorrectlOll 
~e charts now in use. An able draughtsman or two must also 
:ent on such surveys and exammatlOns to commumcate the result 
ihelr observatlOns. To assist the pert/ons 11' ho may be employed 011 

I service we enclose the copy of a. paper~tely dehvered to us 
illh. Alexander Dalrymple containing hIS sent,Iments concernin~ 

. I measures whlCh oughtto be pursued the first year of proceedlllg 
, this undertaking ,together with such tfemaj.·ks·as have been made 
l different nangators passIng through these seas.2 

IjOn the same subject three yeal's latet' the Court write (12th April 
\75)' In OUl' letter of the 1st Aprtl 1172 we gave dIrections for 
\ ployin~ some of our vessels in exploring the navigation of the lS between the 1llaldives and Madagascar. U(1On tIllS subject we 
lye no other mformatJOn tOOs what :YOll adVIse us in your letter 
.ted the 23t·d November 1772. This 1~ hX no means satIsfactory 
\ us as no mention is made whether you intenued to pursue the 
~asure. We therefore -require you if you shall have declmed it to 
~~ume the same and transmIt us charts of all Ilisoovilries which 
ay he wade, together wlth eopies of the journals ot thll. vessels 
hlCh shall be employed on that servJ.Ce"s • 
In theIr letter of 11th FebrulWY 1774 the ColH1i write to the 
'Hubay Government: In conseqaenfe of your neglect to Cake froon 
r. Cooper who Cdme home passenger on the liodf1'ey fhe hond 

jirected In the 83rd para of the general letter to Bombay of the 31st 
March 17(j9, to prevent hlack servants who come to England from 
bemg chargeable to the Company, Ma.noel Fernandez, ana.t.JveofIndia, 
who attended the ahove MI'. Cooper on some dispute with his ma.ster 
eomplaJDed to a magIstrate that he was a s1ave and bn such repre
sentation WAS by the magistrate made free. 1Ifr. Oooper imm~diately . 
dismissed Manuel and the poorman being reduced to the greatest 
dli,tpesB applied to tIS for rehef and is now returned on (Jne of the 
Bombay ships at the Company's expense. As the required bond 
was neglected to be taken of Mr. Cooper. the Company were no~ 

• Secret and Pol Diary 14 of J773, 34, 
2 c{)urt j;o J30mbay ht A'prI11772 ll81'3 9, Pub. Dc;p. Cpurt'e L. Vol. D of 1772 -1777 

23·24. • 
a Cow·t to ,Bombay 12th Al'ril1775, Pub. DCI). Court's L. Vol. II of 1772 '1777.~l(). 
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1 [llistor • . 
authorised tb make any dema.nds Olle Mr. Cooper for the chal'ge ~ 
Manual's return, especially as a fresh difficulty aroso from the clrcq 
tance of hIS being made free. To avoId every future lUconvelllt'I' 
of tlne sort, we dll'act that you be partIcularly a.ttentive to.' 
ordel's before mentIOned whetlwr the persons attending passenl 
come un del' the denomination of bla.ck,servants or tbat of slavesi 
to make an addItIOnal clause that the fact of auv slave being ~ 
free Oll his arrival in England shall nott'lxempt his ma;.>ter from (. 
expense of the servant's ret.urn to Indm.! f 

At a ConsultatJO!l the 26th April i774, as the time 'Was approl;\ 
jng for sending a convoy from Bomb!1.Y to protect tbe tl'add 
the PersIan Gulf to Basra, thef Bombay Government resoJ 
that the Success and Fox ketches be destmed for this serf 
and that they must accordingly be got ready as soon as pOSSible .• 
it will be very useful to have an exact survey of the little known t 
shore of the-Gulf from the mouth of Basra ri vel' to Cape M U>lsenu, 
they resolved that the Agent\a.nd CouuClI be directed to despatch til 
vessels on this service immediately after theIr arrival at Ba'" 
Further resolved that persons s~ilIed in this business proceod in tJ... 
vessels and when the survey is completed reLurn to Bombay.2 ' 

In a letter of the 6th December 1774 the Court lay down the f~ 
lowmg rates of convoy duty: Our resolution of the 4th Ma.y 17; 
ordered that no lien tenant lU command of any vessel In the mari; 
be permitted to collect convoy money. This was intended to pllt 
stop to that avidity of gain 'wInch appeared among the mat·j' 
heutenants who in several instances had actually sacl'lficed t., 
public service to t,helr own emolument. As we have reason to cq 
elude that the settlement ot this matter upon another footlOg w~ 
be attended with benefit "to trade aud advautage to the serVICe, tJ! 
followmg regulatIOns are established respectiug the rates to ~, 
paid for convoys. ~ 

, That t,he captains of aU cruizers proceeding eIther to or from Su~ 
or to the southward of 130m bay shall as hitherto be entitled to t: 
money collected from all boats or vessels proceeding under the!, 
c~nvoy }11'ovided they do not collect more than the undermention~ 
estabhsood rates. 'l'hat the fuoney colJecteq for convoy by n 
heutenants in command of galivats or other ves~els whether belong".. 
iug to the Bombay or Surat establishment proceeding to Surat mu~t . 
immediately after their arrival be paid to the pursel' of the marine 
at Surat, who at the close of each season must remit tho amount to 
the superinttmdent in"13ombay with the accounts of it. That the 
money collected by lieutenants in" command of galivats or other 
vessels·whether belonging to the Bombay or Surat estabhshment 
proceeding from Surat to Bombay must be paid to the Bombay 
l3uperintendent immediately after their arrival. That at the close of 
the season the superintendent divide the convoy mouey so collected 
between the commodore and the several captalUs in the marine, tho 
commodore to receive two shares, and all the captains one share , 

I Court to Bombay 11th Feb. 1774 para 27, Pub D~p. Conrt's L. Vol. 9 of 177'2 
1777,1::8. 2 Bom. Gov. Consultatlou 2bth AprlI1174, Pub. DUll".\' 1;5 of l1H,3,w. 
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~. That all convoy money collected by lieuteD!l.nts ih command 
tolhvats ot' othet' vessels proceeding from Bombay to the south
d are on their return to be paId to the Bombay superintendent im
\lately after th61r arrival !rel'e, who on the cioSA of each SPRSOD, 
put regm'd to rank shall dIvIde the same in equal shares be
n t1e lIeutenants in the marlne b~loDgiugto the Bombay statIOn 

• ba,e been in command of galivats during the season; or in 
)OI'tion fOl'the time they have been in command unless they shall 
Ie been displaced for any improper behavIOur, in which case they 
J to receive no proportIOn "'hatever. That the undermentlOned ;9 estabhshed for convpy in the year 1767 shall never on any 
tence be exceeded. Any ollicer convicted of exacting more than 
,wed by those rates Ot' who shall conceal any part of what he may 
i1ully have collected shall be pUUlshed as guilty of a breach of 
lers by absolute dismissal from the servICe of the Honoura.ble 
cpany. 

" (I) Convoy rates hetween Sllrnt and BOmbay: 
A topsaIl vessel 01 batela '" 
A .!.,bar bet" een 200 and 300 khandiB 

Do from 100 to 200 7.handM 
Do of lUO or undE'r 

Rs ql'B 
12 2 
10 2 
7 2 
I) 2 

(2) Convoy rateR from Surat to Cambay: 
A topsail vessel or balel-a 8 2 

, A sklbar between 200 and 300 khand1.8 7 2 
1'1 Do. from 100 to 2uO khand" Ii 2 

Do of 100 01 under - 4 2 
ror all topsail boats or batelJlI proceeding southwards convoy 
\ey may be collected agreeable to and not m6re than the forogo
, rates between Bombay and Surat. and for all topsall boats or 
'las returning from the south convoy .money may be collected 

,3r the rate of one quat'ter of a rllpee for every Mtandi agreefl.blo to 
) number of "kand18 specified in their pass. No convoy may on r. preteoce be afforded to any boat or vessel unless it is furnished 
,h an ~nf,hsh pass aud colours.1 
At a Consultation, the 28th November 1774, the Presidentacquaints 
,~ Select Committee that he has called this meeting to lay before 
em II letter dated the 31st Octo~r, received yesterday trom Mr. 
;bert Henshaw who at present resides at Goa. Mr. ncnshaw's 
".ter gives an account of the roilitary and marine force latoly 

ill rived at Goa from POltugal, and of the intention of the Portu. 
guese speedily to attempt the recovery of the dominions they 
iormerly posses~ed to the northward of B~mbay and partlCuiarly 
of t.he 1<;land of SaIsette and B,lts~ein. ThiS letter l1eing read and 
taken under conSIderation j it is observed that there apyears no 
doubt of the Portugue'Je intentions againAt the island of Balsetto, 
and as surely as they attempt the conquest of that island with 
their present force, so surely tthey will gain the possession of it. 
This event wlll not only put it out of our power ever to acquire 
its possession for the Honourable Company who have so frequent1y 

I f:ourt to Bombay 6th Dee 1774, Comp of Standing Ord. Vol, 2 of Wig -1788, 
48' 51. 
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e~ressed tl"fuil' ardent wish to oLta-in it, but' will also'1)e atten~, 
with infinite prejudice. to the trade and interel'lt ot the Honour~", 
Company at Bombay by reducIng< theIr cUl'ltom'l and revenues, 
a very great degree, M l,y the possessi~n'of Salsetw.the Portug~' 
will become masters of all the passes lllland and "lnIl cOMequl' 
be able, as they were formerly so prone on every occasion t 
to ohRtruct our trade and to lay w-batever impositions they p{ 
upon it. We therefore think it becomE\'s our undouhteu duty" 
taking it ourselves without the' least delay to preyent;. Sale 
fallIng into Portuguese hands. It is ~bsel"Ved that a more favour! 
opporllUnity than the present will pl'opably never again offer,\, 
by tbe dl:Vlsions in the Mar:itha· g~ernment that empire' is r:; 
without 81 head, and it.will be out- of,the power of either party' 
send, any effectual force to- obstruct our proceedingS'. The Pri' 
dent hereupon acquaint9 the committee that agreeable to tli 
recommendation in March last, he has continlled to tempo!, 
with the people who madetproposals to him for the deli veri 
Salsette into our hands; that they have since been frequently v1' 
pressing with him on the SUbject, and that they are now equally 
sirous as before of giving up theisland to the Honourable Compa, 
Taking all these circuntstances Uhder consideration, together w 
the. negotiation now depending witli Ragh01a as well as , 
situation of Mr. Mostyn at Poona-wl1o is wIthin the power of L' 
ministerial party, the Committae are _un'mimously of opi1' 
that it is a duty highly incumbent on them to prevent the Po, . 
gUMe attaining the possession of' the island of Salsette by gairf" 
possession of· it fOr the Honourable Company. It is there~' : 
resolved that we at once <:Jose with the offers for giving 1t up I " 
that we pursue the speediest means in our power to gain the isUe 

by sending' a' body of forces in the manner that may be agr6~ 
on between the President and the persons who have treated w;' 
him for that- purpose. The President is accordmgly desired III 

empowened to <!lose immediately on the most moderate tel' 
he can obtain with the Persons who have been treating with h" 
for the delivery of Salsette, and every other preparatIOn mnst \ 
coilseque~ce be made for effecting this desirable end. In or(l\ 
that this· proceeding' may not· affect the negotiation dependH [ 
with Raghoba, Mr. Gambier must;. be apprised of our intentiol 

and directed to assure Raghoba that if he WIll not be induced to cede 
the island of Salsette to the Company; on his granting us what we 
mayeesteem an equivalent for' it and paying the expenses we shall 
incur by it, woe will g~ve it up to him whcnever he may be In 

full possession of the Maratha Empire, our only intention at tbi'i 
time beitg to prevent ,Salsettf} failIng into the hands of the Portu
guese whIch from the present· situation of Maratha. afi!l.il's most un· 
doubtedly would shortly be the ease, bIlless we pursue the necessary 
!lleMu!6s to prevent it. Mr. Mostyn must also be advi,>ed or our' 
m~entHm ~d the motives that" have impelled us. As we hope 
~llls step wIll not be the means of breaking that good unden,tandf 
lllg- whlch- 111uf tm now- slfosistM- witli the ministry at- POolla. 
we wish him·to continue-there aDd to endeavour to recolleJle the 
ministry to the measures we are pursuing, giving them tJ1e sam!' 
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3.~~Ul'Qnc('s iu case they prevail in their contest with Rllghobn., 
• l'<! we h!we Jirecte(l Mr. Gambier to give to Raghoba. Should 
\Ir. b[o~tyn on beIng acquamted with our intentious be convinced 
he can no longer remam at Poona wlth safety to his persoll, wo 
p'llnit him to cl)me away. At the same time we much hope 
thiq will not be the case, as we thmk his continuing at Poona 
will be the means of reeonc~lll1g the ministry to the measuro and 
serve to convin~e them of the sincerity of our professions. We 
deem it necessary here to remn.~k that we have not yot heard of 
tIl<} arrival Ilt Bengal of . such of the Council lately appointed 
hy Act of Parliament .as were to proceed from England, and 
consequently we are not restricl:ed by thn.t from undertaking this 
affa.lr. Even had we heard of their arrival in the form presented 
by the Act of Parliament we must think the necessity of executmg 
thls measure without delay as well as its entire ~reement with the 
repeated orders of the lIonoura.bla the Court of Directors, would 
fully authorize us underto.king it withoM, waitmg for the permis
~ion of the Governor General and Council. 

As we shall probably be in want of some additional force at 
the Presidency in case the matters now on foot should be {'xc
cnted, it is arrreed to cmbrace thIS opportunity of reducing the 
~J.rrisons of 'l?ellicherry and Alljengoo It is therefore resolved 
that from henceforward the mihtary force at Anjengo shall 
con..,bt of only one subaltern officer (who for the present is to be 
Lieutenant Browmojg) with three serjeants, three corporals, one 
.lruUlU).er and 36 private topasses of -the infl1ntry, with one 
llOmbardier two gunners and two matrosses of artIllery. The 
nluttid,ler must be sent hither by the fiht opportunity. E~cept 
tLn ptlvates t.he whole company of European'> with their officers 
now doing duty at Tellicherry, must be withdmwn and sent here 
3." '>oon as possible, and tho future garrison of that place must 
be fY)~sld(':red as complete WIthout them: Letters to the ChIefs 
(If Tellieherry and Anjengo must be prepn.red to apprise them of 
onr re~olutiono Letter'! must also be written to .Mr. GamLier 
an,t to Mr. Mostyn agreeahle to our foregomg minutes. The letter 
to !I[r. ~fostyn must 110t be forwJ.rded till matters are..,o far 
advJ.nce,1 as to put it out of tho power of the ministry in any 
degree to ob<;truct our view'! in case Mr. Mo<;tyn should communi
cate our intention'! to them. At the same time, in case he shoulol 
deem It abRolutely lleceRsary, he must be able to come aWIf/ 
lJdore the affair becomes pubhc.~ 

A Consultation of the Select Cdmmittee, the 9th December 1774,. 
records: In consequence of directions sent him by the Prea1Uont 
to cJuit Poona as Ilpeedily as po<;sible, Mr. Thomas Mostyn arriv
ed here this mormng. IIe acconlingly now takes ,his seat at this 
committee in his standing and being made acquain.ted with the 
several minutes and resolutions regarding Raghoba and Salsctte. 
declares he entirely approves the whole of our proceedings. Hjl 
RO fltr confirms the Goa. news respecting the intentions of the 
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Portu()'uese as to assure us tl1at it was publicly reported at Poona 
that tile Portug'uese were making very coni>iderable wnrhke l))"t)
parations and it was generally concluded their designs we):e against 
Salsette and their forme l' coast possessions. ~'he President ncqunintl:l 
the committt>e thClt not till yesterday was he 1'1.111) to see the person 
who before made proposals for the delivery of Slilsette to the C()m~ 
pany j that he then had much conversation with him; but that he 
now excuses himself from delivering "the island representing that 
owing to the reports of the designs of the Portuguese against liltilRettp, 
a reinforcemeflt of 500 men, lately :ellt from Poona, has arrived in the 
neighboui'hood of Thana. 1\fr. Mostyn ,leclares that to his knowledge 
such a reinfol'cement was sent fl"flm Poona before he left. As by 
this disappointment there is no reason to expect that the fort of 
'I'Mna will be delivel"ed after an inconsiderable resi:"tance' tlle 
question remains should our forces still proceed against it 1 On 
mature dehberation it is observed tllat though we mlly not gn,in 
Thana so easily as we aUfirst hoped yet, as it was our duty then 
to attempt it, it is still equally our duty to prevent it falling into 
the hands of the Portuguese. Even though we may experience 
rather more difficulty than we at first hoped we are still of 
opinion that the force which will be sent will be fully, equl11 to 
conquer-Salsette. The committee therefore unanimouf>ly resolved 
that to obtain possession of Sal sette at this juncture is a matter 
Yery essential to the interest of our Employers and that t]l6 forces 
designed for this service do accordingly proceed with tIle utmost 
expedition. M~. Mostyn being asked, delivers it as his ~pinion 
that though on being acquainted with our moUves for tllis pro
ceeding the ministry at 1?eona may not be satisfied with the.n, yet 
he is convinced in th!) present situation of their affairs it I is not 
in their power to prevent our designs. TIe believes in time they 
may be reconciled to the measure as they must be clearly con~inced 
that in their present situation it is Qut of their power to ptevcnt 
the :Pol'tugueAe takinO' Salsette. As soon as our f01'ces leavtl 
Bombay, so that our designs can be no longer concealed, the Presi
dent will write suitable letters to Raghoua and to tIle minh,try 
'on this subject. The situatiSln of Thana, the capital fort whero 
our fofces must first proceed, is such as will not admit our ve.sseh 
to approach it. Consequently the forces that do not go uy land, 
must proce.ed in boats or very small vessels. Though there can 
be no manlle command equal to the rank of our superintendent, 
Y:'t we much wish ~at Mr. Watson was employed on this expedi
tIOn as we" are perfectly satisfie<1 from his approved good servicw 
0»; l11.any similar occasions that his pre.~ence will very much con 
tl"lbute towards success. His knowledge of the country peopl( 
and the confidence they have in him, is an additional motive fOJ 
us t? wish tllat he lDay be on the"spot, as we are !Jutisued that hi: 
adVIce will be of the greatest use to the commanding militar: 
officer .. Upon this Mr. Watson assures the committce that proyiJ 
cd be ~s put on, a proper footing he will vel'Y readily proceed iJ fo 
he h.as »;othi~g more at heart than to render his Employers ever; 
serVIce In hIS power. The Committee therefore resolve that MJ 
Watson shall proceed on thi~ service, that our initl'uctions b 
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l.nBrc,.scd to the Brj~3.Jier General and himself jointly: that they 
he \lin'ctecl to consult a yl ro-operate with each other in respec~ to 
a'l tLair proceeJiugs ! desj~s, the esccutive part rcstin<Y with 
each in his own depart ent.' --TIle Drigttdier General is then'" called 
in, take"! hi::l seat, <IIlud is Mqua.inted with our resolutions of tbis 
day that 3Ir_ Watson' ~ f,roceoo on an. equal footing with lUlU. 
In tlus the General lcurs. As it will bo nece&Sary to conciliate 
the m.in,l:; of t~lC inha ,'tants~to our gOl'ernment, pl.1cartls mU'lt be 
tlJ<per!>fl<l as WIdely asLPossible after our forces are landed, assurinO' 
.:11 the illhabitant!. of. our prot:bctiou and tha.t their propertie~ 
.,h \\l he SI."'eured to tlhcm, p.rovidC\l they do not appear in arms 
ag-,'tlu:-;t U'l and skict/ortlers lllUpt Le given to prevent our forces 
flom plunclering. B.~tta. to the offieer"! will be allowed to com
lu<~nce (agreeable to the custom at. IJa.dras) two d,tys before they 
set out and t\) ContitlU~ tal tw@ days after they return; provisions 
a..<:, always customary will be,allowed to the people. In consi<lera
uon of our prollibi~ing anYlkind or pl)1uder it is ngreed on this 
E"n-iee being aeeoinplish~ to all()w the forces military amI 
lolal ine the sum of Rs. 50,000 3.'i a donllltion or gra.tuity to 00 
tii, idC\l in the prorJortiOQs hitherto customary. 

As we are of Jpinion if the Portuguese- Bf'et appeal' in sight 
'fC cannot pl"OCl'l~d in this business, it is necessary to set forward 
with the utmo5t, expedition. The proper measures for proceedinO' 
are now t!l.lkeJ, o\'er and concerted. and it is resoh-cd that th~ 
fo}"ctcs shall s.ct out on lIIonday next immediately ufter the 
00\ erno!,~mmission is published. A part of them are to march 
by,-l-:ril.:i and Ule remainder to proceed with the stores in boats 
'-:ftd vessels pro\'"ided for that purpose •• The Secretary is ordered 
....0 prepare instructions for tl1e General and Mr. 'Vatsou.1 

Three Jays later (12th December 1771) at a Consultation of the 
Doard the President, with the concurrence of the ot1ler members of 
the Select Committee, acquaints the Board with the proceedin!!S 
relatiw to the intended design against the k;land of S:Hsett~. The 
motives of the committee are explained to the Board, and the 
papers with their minutes respecting this affair are read.and the 
Board are informed tha.t tbe fo,rces intended for Hus ser.riee are 
f1:ady to proceed. The orders of th& Honourable the Court of 
Dil'ectors, dated the 4th of April 1769, constituting the Select 

I Committee and showing their powers are also read, together with 
the 42nd and 43rd paragraphs of the Company's commands oC 31st of 
March 1769. The President then requests the Ctlncurren~e of the oiner 
members in tbis undertaking, waich is so much for the interest of 
the Honourable Company and so agreeable to their repeated~rders 
on the subject. Messrs. Fletcher and Garden hereupon desire it 
may . be minuted that as thq are not. members of' the Select 
Committee· and have llot an opportunity of inspectinff the country 
correspondence. they are not sufficiently acquainted WIth the policy 
of the Maratha. lrovernment to be enabled properly to judge of the 
pr'llpriety or iufpropriety of the resolutions that h~ve been taken, 

1 t::ecrct Iild l'oIitlcal Diary 16 or 17;"; 2QS· 218 •. 
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day~ to co.Jt,11It upon conditions. My answer was I allowed them 
one hour ana It half, no more. They rettuned at the time WIJ. 
reduced their demand fir~t to, three days, at last fell to thi\! da.y at 
noon. My answer was I would not allow an hour longer. It was 

y husilless to reduce the fort as soon as posl1ible, theirs to keep it 
18 long as they could. This did not seem to please them. Our 
,attery being finished, and a.s I suppose not further from the walls 
,han 220 yards. has determined them td accept of the terms, a copy 

of which I now do myself the honour to enclose you, and hope they 
wi~l prov(i satisfactory. , 

The terms were: I Thomas Keating, LieutenanL-Ctllonel ami 
~ommanding Officer of a body of tl¥, Honourable Company's forces 

n w before the tort of VesavR, do promise and agree that upou the 
sur~nder of the said fort for the use of my Honourable Mastel's, 
that ie officers and inhabitants in the said fort shall enjoy whatever 
privat, property of their own is now in the fort or town i that they 
/Shall l) e permitted to stay lI, the villages adjacent or retire elsewhere 
proviJ ,d they do not molest in any degree any inhnbitants uuder 
the prot~~ion of the Honourable Company. Also that they shan 
have ten ~hing boats to carry away themselves and theIr real 
property. ~d lastly> it is faithfully promised that the killeuar and 
all others sh 11 fUl:nish to Lieutenant-Colonel Keating ajust and true 
.account of w atsoevet is belollbring to the Maratha government 
now under thelr care or charge, and deliver the same to such persons 
;as he shall app0iiv_t for that purpose. Don"C before Vesa .. a this 
25th day of DeceI?~r 1774. 

On the 26th >Decem'1;>er, except such part as was left to garrison 
the fort at Vesa-va, the w.hol~ detachment com):llanded by Lieutenant
Colonel Keating returneij to Bombay,l 

Of the attack and capture vY Thana fort General Gordon for
warded the followmg details on the OSth December: Immediately 
on gettipg posse.\lsion of the fort, I despatC'hed Captain McIJelIan 
that you might have th~ earliest intelligence of ii. oR.nd to him I 
refer you for the particulars of the assault commanded, by Colonel 
C.ockbum where both officers antI men behaved with the U.t,Ulost 
spirit. Upon the enemy's evacflating the fort Captain Farrer wltfl 
hlS party made an attempt to get possession of the galivats but 
they were almost swamped and could not get near them. The 
slaughter was very gr~at. Anantrao and above 200 people are 
prifiS·mers. I am quite at a loss what to do with them. I alIl 

therefore to Tequest ~our Honour and the Board's directiollf.! on 
that head. We also got immedia-te' possession of the two forts to 
the not:.hward where our colours a.re now ,flying. You may well 
suppose the confusion such a Beene creates so as sufficiently to 
apologise for the incorrectn~s& of tbi;s 19tter.s . 

On receipt of the above letter tho Doard signed and despatched 
(29t1l December 1774). by special messenger a letter to the Bri-

t t 
2 Pub. DIary 66 of 1714,909.910; Forlest's Maratha Series, I Pt. 1.183-184. 

D Li7t~ ~0mb BrIg.. Oen!. Gordon to the President and CouncIl, Thana. }'Ol't 25th 
(lO. • Il • DIary 66 of 1774, 957 • F01'leat/a Ma.riitha Senea, I. Pt. 1.202. 
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re"-ulations were read to the £o1'cCll and after a COllsul:r.t.tion of the 
,whole Board held this day (12th December 1774), when the other 
memhers were acqualllted wIth our desIgns against S,llsette, that 
part of the forces intended to proceed by land to Thana marched 
off ti,e pa.rade to Sion. The remainder this evening embarked 
on bo;uJ l"es»els and boats prwl<led for the purpose. The 
llrJ'YR<iler General proceeded with the party that marched by land. 
aul'Mr. W"tson embarked in one of the vessels proceeding by 
water. 

Previou- to tho departure of Brigadier General Got-don and of 
Mr Juhn "Watson the follo$ing joint instructions wero signed and 
dl·hvcred to each (If these gen~lemen Having for mnny reasons 
determined to endeavour at obtaining the possession of the island 
of Salsette for our IIonourable Employers, we now defAlch such a. 
lllliitary and marin,e force under your command as has been 
deemed equal to the capture of that island. As we make no doubt 
that your united efforts will be exerte<) on this occasion as well for 
your own honour as for the public good, we have the strongest 
hopes th<1t you will speedily become ma&ters of the fort of 'fhana 
whIther you are first of all to proceed. We shall rely on your 
executin~ this service with alT possible despatch. You are jomtly 
to concert every necessary operation for effecting it; but the 
execution of the measures so concerted is to rest with each of you 
in your respective departments. Immediately on your landing on 
the island you are to cause the inhabitants to be assured in the 
mOf>t publIc and effectual manner that the lives of the whole and 
the properties of all those who wIll readIly sUbmIt themselves to 
the Company and become their subjec~ shall be effectually secured 
to them. To convince the inhabitants of th. sincerity of this profes. 
bian It i~ our positi,'e order that, as well in the march to Thana 8.'1 

when the forces are before the town and afterwards, you take the 
most effectual means to prevent the soldiers from plundering. 
PJunderlD~ must also be prevented even at the time the place falls 
into your hands, for it is solely from our moderation in this respect 
amI from conciliating the inhabitants to the measure we are 
pursuing hIld to our Government that we can hope the CompallY 
will reap labting advantages from. this acquisition. 'Previous 
to commencing hostilities against the fort of Thana, YOIl are to 
SUlUmon the commander to surrender it to the Company assuring 
him that our intention in sending this force is to prevent its being 
taken from his masters by other hand.~. If notwithstanding .this 
representation the commander refuses to give 'up the fort 
you are then to exert the force"now entrusted to YOUl! command to 
obtain Thana, as well as every other post on the island. In 
consideratIOn of our forbidding all plunder of any kind eyen on the 
captme of 'fhll,na or of any otl'ler place, we have agreed to allow 
a gratlllty of P..s. 50,000 ~ the forces engaged on this expedition !l8 

well milItary as marine. After the serVlCe is accomplished thIS 
spm will be divided in the manner that has hitherto been usual ott 
such oeca.~ions. As a further encouragement to the troops, they 
will be allowed provisions by th~ Company so long as the service 
may contiuue. 'I'he officers will be allowed batta. to commence two 
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days before tlhey set off and batta will be continued to them ,ti 
their return, 'except to those who may be left to garnson H 
necessJ,ry posts on the islanll. After you have acquireu possessic 
of Thlj,na, you are to detach a sufficient p~rt of the force now pI 
uuder your command bQreduce the fort of Vesava" the battery I 

DMl'avi at the entrance of &"lsein river, and any other -siron! 
hold that may uot, be directly delivered up. Do not fail to sell 
us immediate advice of every interestin/t occurrence and we shll 
give you further orders as circumstances may require. 'YOI 
letters must be addressed to the Sel~t Committee and not to tl 
Board at large. 'Ye pel'mit you to keep" a table at the expen'll] ( 
the Company for yourselves and sucu. per'l~ms as you hoth d,(lo, 
to admit to it., relying on your doing it with the-utmost fl'Ugality 

Enclosed is a commission empowering the Brigadier Gelleral I 
appoint General Courts Martial as he may think necessary, I 

which Mr. Edmund Veale Lane must officiate as Judge Advocalf 
a warrant empowering him ~o do so is 811close(1, Mr. Crawfut 
Bruce is to officiate as Commhsary of stores and pro.vi",iom. \V 
Wish,you every sucCess in this expedition.1 

The Consultation of the whole Doard, of tIle same date 12' 
December 1774, continues: By 10 o'clock this morning that IJalt of t 
military force intended to proceed by land to Thana marcheu out 
town co;mmandqd by BrIgadier General Gordon. At 7 l' 1If t 
remainder of the military force intended to proceed to Thana emhark 
on lxiard sundry boats and proceeded with the following vebsej" n 
gal~vats to Thana:' Ten'ible bomb, (commander) Adam Shun d 
TI'~ur/tph prahm, Juo. Hallj S"!! cutter, Samuel lIardy; Uti 
galivat, Thomas :BnncomJ>e; Greyhound galivat, Lieut. n~lrluE 
Lively'8 Prize galivat, N.athaniel Smith j Fly galiyat, Skitl1ler; 1/ 

Wolf galivat, Brice Hardy. John Watson, Esquire, Supcl'iutelldc 
embarked on one of the above vessels and proceeded as Commander 
tlie marine force tQ Thana with instl'Uctions to the Bl'ig.adicl' Oem 
and himse~f te consult and.co-operate with each for the gm;J of 
service. At the same time sailed out or port the Bombay gr.1u, Ueo 
E~lptage, .to cmise.~ 

Four diys later' (16th Dece~bel' 1774) at a. Consultation 1 
translatioll of a letter of the same date from the commander of 
Portuguese ships now lying off the harbour to the Uoyemor 
Council of Bombay: Notwithstanding the most ilIUl'tllons 
excellent Senhol' Dom J qze Padre da Camara, Governor and Cn}, 
Genemlof the'State of India, suppt)~ing that the Rrib~h nation 
l'egulate ",all their operations in ASla according to the good harn 
alliance and a.m..ity that l'ecipl'ocally subsists between tho"e 
nations, yet by' the obligations of the employ in which he iR, 
from some events that are diametrid1ly opposite thel'eto, tl,() 
Capta.in Genel'al ordered me that I should, on his part and in Ius n: 

I SelQct Committ'!.o's Consultation, 12th Dec. 1174, Secret and Pol. Diary III of 
2<j,O· 244. '" 
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pl'ote<t to yO\1l' Honr r against ",hl1tevCI' pl'oce~aiIfJs, contract, 
e'l:pelhtlOn, and "lm.tever other negotIation and conquest you may 
lOtend on the country "hich is on this coast of Hmdustan, situated 
from Chaul to Daman; muting to this protest aU others "hich hlS 
l'redeec~8(>rs lm.vo. made on thc same subject; making au espeCll1[ 
mentwn of'roch of them, more particularly tlm.t ",ruch the Viceroy and 
CJpt..'1111 General Conde da. Ega. sent to the Council of BombllY; 
l~el)ll~ctmg tlus present pittest of all the clauses thel'Cill contametl j 

clm.l'g'mg your Honom "ith your being re8}IOnSlble for an that y~ll 
WIll dehI..emte ~amst the pl-esent pI'ote8t and otllt~l'S tlut IU'C herem 
mentIoned, to the Court ot;, London, and for all the satIilichon that 
may be aJ>ked on these pomEs by; that of Lisbon.l 

At a Consultation on the 18th December the following rel)ly to 
the aboye letter was drawn up and approved: 'Ye lm.ve recci\cd a 
l,·ttcr ftOm yon, dated tlie 16th instant, to wruch "e deem it neccsslU-y 
,.nly to H'l,ly that for all our proeeedmgs we are reRponsible to om' 
II.mourable Employers in England, t" whom as cnstomru'y we s1ll111 
transnut an ample detail of our tran .. <.actions:· As it is our" ibh and 
de~ll'e to cultivate a good understanding with the subjects of your 
natIon III Indu, we request you will give the necessalY assUl'allCeS 
:""cOldmgly to the Captam General on your return to Goa. As to 
tIte claIllls of your natIon to the cOlllltries' situated between Chaul 
and Daman, we ale perfectly unacquamted Wlth them. Though part 
of tb.)Re countries did formerly belong to your nahon, yet they were 
taken flOm )011 by the Marathas al)Qut seven and thirty years ago. 
DUlmg aU the intervening time we have never understood that you 
even made any attempt to recover them. But if a protest 18 llOW 
necessary, it "ill be much more proper I'-gainst the l\fal'lith,ls "ho took 
them from you tlm.n against us, who ass~ted yoU!' nation at that tllue 
to defend your posseSSIOns with men stores and anmlUnitiou. By this 
a great expense was incurred for which the HonoUl'able Company have 
never been relmblll'Sed. We therefore take trus opportunIty tlU'ough 
you again to demand payment from the Caytain General at Goa. And 
as a vessel belongmg to Dhanjislm.w of Surat, a servant and suhject of 
the IIonUUl'able English East India. Company, was unjustly takel\ 
about three years ago, and still II\ore unjustly detained by the .late 
Captam General, nohVlthstanding our replcsentation to tlle contrary, 
we also thlOugh yon demand the l'elease of tile said vessel and that the 
value or ever) thiug taken on boal'd her be made good to the owne1'.2 

A Cun&u1tahon of the 21st December records tlm.t, as the siege 
of Thana continues, "lth the object of striking the enemy at ·'.rlu1na 
WIth rusmay, as large a detMhment as can possibll be spared from 
th~ Bombay ganison march off trus evening unde1' the cQ1llllland oC 
IJlCutenant-Colonel Keating to reduce Vesava, a strong fort and oui
l'(J,.t on the if>land of Salsette jJu the opposite slde'of the lsland from 
'1'h<ina.3 

On the evening of Ftiday the 23rd Dcc~mhcl' 1774, the barge 

1 Puh. D"",y 66 of J 774, 891·893. Forresi's Mal'atb&-SericH, I. Pt. I. 180. 
~ Puh. Diary 66 of 1714, 894·896. Forrest's Ma.l' .. tha berlcs, I. Pt. I. UlO • lSI. 
a 1)1l1~. Dl,~ry (,0 of 1774,902. }!'orlcijt'e Ml\rAth~ /:lerles, I. ft. I. 181. 
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arrivcfl trom.Thana. with Mr. lohn Watson, Supcrintemlent. wOllnded 
and otherwise much hurt} • 

On Sunday the 25th December 17B at 2 P.M. a.rrivctl the a«:onnt 
of the sUrl'ender of Vesava Fort.- On Monday the 26th DeCClllllCl' 

1774 cxcept the force kept to ga.nison Ves.1va, th, detachment &tnt 
with L!(Jutenant-Colonel Keating returned. On Tuesday tho 27th 
December 1174 the Pl'csident and the whole Reald In Council rcc')l'dcil 
the following rellUlorks on the serious a.nd m1llancholy sitnation of affairs 
bll£o1'o Thana from the siege being protracted to so, grea.t a langtll. 
Va.st qnantities of stores have been iDd~nted for and cxpcndCll; many 
Europeans have been killcJ a.nd woundcd jn an ill coneC! ted at,t!'ml,t 
to fill up the ditch before the breach; apd we are quite at a 10"11 to kooW' 
the Brigawer General's expectations and dcsIgns, as he aoes not 1'I}lp<.·a.r 
to Imvc been so explicit in his letters to tho Prcf-lCient M hi! ~hould 
lmve IJcen. To add to our concern, this prewnt unprorni.~mA' 
allPpaJ'ancc seems solely owmg to the general's I'Ul'Suing the coun~el 
of oihers, and not heaIkening ~o the advice of Mr. Wa.t~on who fl'om 
his glcatest cxpenenee was so able to ha.vo given him the \,est. Had 
the t\VO small forts to tho northward been attackt.'Il and taken, as 
MI'. Wau,on propo~d, there is no doubt tha.t our forces would havo 
llilcn in possession of Thana llUIony days ago, aUli thereby many va.lual,le
lives have been saved. On the same day (21th December 117 4) at 3 PM'. 
John Watson,. Esquire, departed this life, occasioned by the wound~ he 
received before Thana the 21st insta.nt, On the morning of tho 28th 
December 1174 the remains of the la.te 10hn Watson E:.quire weTe 
interred in the burying ground 'WIthout ilie town wJ.lls. Th(Mlamtl day 
(28th December 11740) about i beforo 8 p.M.arnved Wl express {rom thll 
Brigadier General with ad vic~ that Thana l~ort wru. taken by storm 
thiil aftcmoon a.bout 3 o'clo .. k.2 

Six letters from Lieutenant-Oolonel Keating to the Prc<>ideut give 
the following dctails of the siege of Vesava Fort. About 41 o'clock 
on the morl;ling of the 23rJ December Oo]onel Keatin~ WTOto: 

I am sorr~ to acquaint yo.u that our attempt to cscala<Ie Vesa\'a 
last night at 8 o'clock has not been attended with sncces.'!. 

·The c!1use~ of failure were too short ladders nnd want of ohcdience 
in the troops. I planned tho ntto.ek ,in the following manner. U pOll 

our howitzerllJ and field pieccllJ beginning to play on the fort, 
Lieutenant Carpenter with 46 men ad\'anced close to the walls upon 
the left. keeping up a. constant firing. This firing urew the whole 
nttention of the enemy to that quarter, while Ensign., Prosser 
Ande\"son and Gore auvADeed to the c!.calade of the only part that 
our ladders couid reach. The firing.bad its desired effect as the 
enemy u,cver made the least. discovery untIl our ladders were 
raising., But this was done clumsily so that of three that were 
raised, the enemy, though very few ip that quarter, easily broke 

I Mr. Watson'a ~hieftnjurielt were c"u~ed by a cannon-bt.U atnki0l; the &aDd cl<.>t<e 
in front of him and drlving particles of 811nd into the Resh allover hili body. Grant, 
Duff's MarJ.thA8, 314, and Low's Indian Navy, L )76 in Bombay Gazetteer, ThAna, 
XIV.860. . , 

~ Secret and Pol. Diary, 21st to 28th Dec..17~ •• Vol. IS of 1774, 2ii2 ·2:;" IUId Pub. 
DIary 66 ot 1714, 90:;, II.:iJ. FQrrcat'a MDJ'~tha I$crles, I. re. I. 18" ,ISS, ::01. 
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and OVel'let them with large stones. Our troops Were obliged to 
t-.tive over the attack with the 10SB of two Europeans killed, two or 
three wounded, aud three lascars wounded, Had I fourteen bamboo 
ladders, eIght of thIrty-two and six of forty fe.et, I could still carry 
the plll.ce. But M~ makmg these will I fear take much time, two" 
eIghteen or even twelve pounders wlth cochora (cohorn) mortars\ 
and the stores contained. in the aceompanying list will soon reduce~ 
the place. Ever since we retired the garrlson, who are exceedingly, 
iutlluidated, have kept up a constant fire fearing a second attack. 

~ 

At 8 in the morning of the Rame day (December 23rd) Colonel 
Keating wrote: I beg you will order two petards to be sent me 
dIredly, whichever choice yoo make in respect to what was: 
contamed in mine of this mornin~ may be sent also. But I ho~e 
with the help of petards to get in. " 

At 10 in the evening of the same day (the 23rd) Colonel K~ating 
wrote' N otlting can be done but by two eighteen pounders, t\welve 
pounders might do as well but for the ~ake of expedition, [ this 
evenmg made a second attempt to carry tlie fort by escalMle but 
met WIth so warm a reception that our people were obliged/to retire 
~nth the loss of perhaps thirty Europeans wounded a.nd killed. 
Anderson is wounded badly. I have pleasure in assuri~g you that 
the tlOopS have made ample amends for their want <;Jf regularity 
last night. They were perfectly obedient to comI}.l/and. Had It 
been so last mght, we should have carried ~J~.e place easily. 
To-night the enemy were fully prepared. / 

Next day (24th December) Colonel Keating ... ~r6te: Our loss last 
mght was not so considerable as I imagil\ed. tt i-; : killed, infa.ntry 
one, seaman one, ham.ils two; wounded, artilJery eight, infantry six, 
seamen three, lascars two, hamals two. ' 

At 5 on the same day (24th Def'fclmber) Colonel Keating wrote: 
~io~t of our !.tores are landR.u and brought up, and at VI 01 k for the 
battery Should J l!I:;celve a party from Captnut LieU to assist 
in ral!.lllg t1w battery, I shall be able' to open it to-morrow 
lllornlll~. 'When once open I think we shall soon do our business. 
1. ")"uuld not have made an attack ll\st mght but that I fohnd th~ 
men m high spints and eager for it, together with the contfdence 1 
placerlm the bravery and coolness of Captain-Lieutenant Brickell 
who commanded the party who were first to mount. He di,l not 
deceive me though unsucces<;fuI. Onr ladders I increased in 
length to 42 feet. The petard I found unnec~ssary, the gate did (lot;, 
recluire one. I thank God I nev~r was better in healtH. What men 
the burgeon thmks require it I now send to the sepoy hos~ital, 0. 

lIst of them enclosed. WlShing you the compliments of the ensuing 
season.2 

At 11 in the morning' of tte 25th he continued: At sunri8e. 
just as the battery was ready to fire, the enemy sent a deputation 
to treat. They had done the same last night but first wanted five 

~ 

1 Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, ..905·906. Forrest's Marlltha Belies, I. Pt. 1.181 .181? 
• Pub. DI";Y 66 I)f 17i4, 907 ·9011. Forrest'a Ma.rlltha Series, I. Pt. I, 182·183. 
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day~ to co.Jt,11It upon conditions. My answer was I allowed them 
one hour ana It half, no more. They rettuned at the time WIJ. 
reduced their demand fir~t to, three days, at last fell to thi\! da.y at 
noon. My answer was I would not allow an hour longer. It was 

y husilless to reduce the fort as soon as posl1ible, theirs to keep it 
18 long as they could. This did not seem to please them. Our 
,attery being finished, and a.s I suppose not further from the walls 
,han 220 yards. has determined them td accept of the terms, a copy 

of which I now do myself the honour to enclose you, and hope they 
wi~l prov(i satisfactory. , .. 

The terms were: I Thomas Keating, LieutenanL-Ctllonel ami 
~ommanding Officer of a body of tl¥, Honourable Company's forces 

n w before the tort of VesavR, do promise and agree that upou the 
sur~nder of the said fort for the use of my Honourable Mastel's, 
that ie officers and inhabitants in the said fort shall enjoy whatever 
privat, property of their own is now in the fort or town i that they 
/Shall l) e permitted to stay lI, the villages adjacent or retire elsewhere 
proviJ ,d they do not molest in any degree any inhnbitants uuder 
the prot~~ion of the Honourable Company. Also that they shan 
have ten ~hing boats to carry away themselves and theIr real 
property. ~d lastly> it is faithfully promised that the killeuar and 
all others sh 11 fUl:nish to Lieutenant-Colonel Keating ajust and true 
.account of w atsoevet is belollbring to the Maratha government 
now under thelr care or charge, and deliver the same to such persons 
;as he shall app0iiv_t for that purpose. Don"C before Vesa .. a this 
25th day of DeceI?~r 1774. , 

On the 26th >Decem'1;>er, except such part as was left to garrison 
the fort at Vesa-va, the w.hol~ detachment com):llanded by Lieutenant
Colonel Keating returneij to Bombay,l 

Of the attack and capture vY Thana fort General Gordon for
warded the followmg details on the OSth December: Immediately 
on gettipg posse.\lsion of the fort, I despatC'hed Captain McIJelIan 
that you might have th~ earliest intelligence of ii. oR.nd to him I 
refer you for the particulars of the assault commanded, by Colonel 
C.ockbum where both officers antI men behaved with the U.t,Ulost 
spirit. Upon the enemy's evacflating the fort Captain Farrer wltfl 
hlS party made an attempt to get possession of the galivats but 
they were almost swamped and could not get near them. The 
slaughter was very gr~at. Anantrao and above 200 people are 
prifiS·mers. I am quite at a loss what to do with them. I alIl 

therefore to Tequest ~our Honour and the Board's directiollf.! on 
that head. We also got immedia-te' possession of the two forts to 
the not:.hward where our colours a.re now ,flying. You IUay well 
suppose the confusion such a Beene creates so as sufficiently to 
apologise for the incorrectn~s& of tbi;s 19tter.s . 

On receipt of the above letter tho Doard signed and despatched 
(29t1l December 1774). by special messenger a letter to the Bri-

t t 
2 Pub. DIary 66 of 1714,909.910; Forlest's Maratha Series, I Pt. 1.183-184. 

D Li7t~ ~0mb BrIg.. Oen!. Gordon to the President and CouncIl, Thana. }'Ol't 25th 
(lO. • Il • DIary 66 of 1774, 957 • F01'leat/a Ma.riitha Senea, I. Pt. 1.202. 
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gl\\1ier Gl'neral at Thana. signifying their pleasure in hel\.ring of the 
l'pt/uction of Thana aud directing him to reduce DM1'Itvi and the 
remainitl~ posts on the island and if possible to destroy the enemy's 
boats. He was also to I'eturn sllch p,art of the force as could be 
8pal"ed, and eommdllicate to us his opinion of the garrison necesstU'Y 
to be left for the defence of the island of Slilsette. We directed 
him to ,release the prisoners, except the most considerahle, and 
alquaillted him of the reinforcement we proposed sending him 
before we had news of his success, and of the civil government we 
had e.,;ta.bhshed for the island ot &ilsette.1 

On the same day came tG" hand from Thana a letter from the 
Bllg-adler General dated this dl\y (29th December 1774) wherem 
be I~",lated the particulars of the o.ssault on storming the breach 
and hiS proceedings afterwards, and strongly recommends the 
Rpint and conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn who command
ed the attack, and of Captain Stewalt and the Serjeant-Major 01 
the 1st battalion who led on, He a~o recommended in strong 
terms Captain McLellan, his aid.de-camp, Who hejudged the most 
proper per~on to send With the earliest accounts of their SUCCC-%. 

He further acquainted us that he had ordered a. detachment of 
40 EUlopeans and 240 sepoys to march the next day under the 
command of Ca.pta.in Stewa.rt to scour the country towards Ghod
bamlar and to assure the villages throngh which he might pass of 
the Company's protection He requested our directIOns how to. 
dIspose of the prisoners and such guns and stores as llitght remain. 
after supplying the Thana garrison.i 

On the 30th December 1774 came to hand by speeio.l messenger
from Thiua. a letter frOID the Brigadier' General, dated this day, in. 
whICh he replied to our letter of yesterday. advised that. the 
enemy's boats had escaped, and proposed to send the prisol1tCrs. td. 
Bom11llY in,>tea.d of releo.sing them in 'fhana. He strongly recom
mended Captain-Lieutenant Nugent of the artillerY for a. commis
sion as captain, acquainted that by the boot accounts the 'enemy's 
loss must have exceeded 600 men during the- siege and in the 
assault, and that the inhabitants. were returning to the.rown in. 
great numbers.S ., 

On the same da.y (30th December 1774) arrived Captain-Litmte .. 
Mnt Brickell from Karanja with the news of the surrender of the 
fort of Karanja and the reduction of that- island. The following 
letter was a.t the same tlme received from Lieutenant-Colonel 
~eatmg who commanded that party:' A'1.lout tWg hours ago 
We to",k possession of this fort. l'he grea.test difficulty we met 
.with wo.s gainmg the hill, such a. one I never met WIth. Last 
llight our posts were established within 250 yards, and this , ~ 

'I, Bom Gov Diary 29th Dee. 1774, Pub. DIary 66 of 1774,959 j Forrest's Maratha. 
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morning ~fore they surrendered within fifty. Thus situate<l 
and with no chance for retrl"at they gave the fort up. I 
permitted them to carry away their clothes only. The garrison 
consisted of 8ubhediir Vastu :M:lidhav Nliik, hav41dar Attangco 

.rav, Bhaskar P&nt salm~B, and three hundred.. and six sepoYi>. 
The fort is a small square, flanked by five towers, mounting 
thirteen guns, the wall Yery low. Yet we could not attempt It 
without scaling ladders, which could hot be got up labt mght, 
the road being so exceedingly bad. The warehouse containlf 
about 150 morahs of batty, and ()n~ in the low, grounds about 30 
khandis. I shall send all the troops to Bombay this afternoon 
except about 50. But &haTI stay myse'f until to-morrow to settle 
matters a httle. The country volubteers, unJer Shaikh Ali, were 
the first who mounted the' heights, and behaved very gallantly. 
We have found about seventeen hundred rl1pees and some little 
trifling joys.! 

On reading Colonel Keating's letter advising the reduction or, 
Karanja, the Bombay Government in their Consultation of 31'.1 
January 1775 observe: It i'J now necessary to' provide for the 
collectIOn of the reyenues and government of Karanja as well as 
of the two small adjacent islands, called Elephanta and Hog Island, 

'which being dependent on Karanja are now become the Company's. 
lir David Carnegie, at the President's nomination, is appointeu to 
~'eside at Karanja £or the above purposes. 

The money found in the fort of Karanja must bc paid into the 
treasury; the batf;y in the warehouses there must be brought t.) 
Bombay hy the warehousckeeper, and the li&t of the. stores iu 
l{aranja ~ort m,ust be doli\'ered to the storekeeper tb be hrollght 
on his books. 'l'he Boafd resolved that all the charges Incurred by 
the late service be brought under the head Charges reducing 
Salsette and the adjacent islands.2 

On the 31st Djlcember 1774 the Select Committee after Consul
tatipn srgned and despatched the following' letter to Lhe Governor 
General and Council at Fort William. 'l'he letter was sent. by 
express '4oat to Surat. from whence it was to be forwarded by special 
messengE¥': Conformable to the Board's address of this date, wo 
shall proceed to comIDmucate to your lIonour our motIves for 
determining at this juncture to endeavour at acquiring possession 
of the island of salsette by force of arms from the late possessors 
the Marathll.s. Of this we particularly advised the Honourabl~ 
the 001Jrt of J)irectors in our address by the Thames several clays 
before the receipt of your letter of the 24th October in whicQ 
we were acqllainte.d .of yqur ~aving taken possession of th~ ~overn+ 
ment of Fort Wllham lU vntue of the late Act of Parhament~ 
W e fl~tter ourselves our reasons for.this undertakinO' will appeal)' 
so satlsfact.ory: Bll:d co~vinciDg to them as "Yell as t; you that w~ 
shall be fully JustIfied m our proceedings. . 

~l---------.----------~---------------------------l 
Letter from L'Qutenant·Colonel Keating to the Pres.dent and Council Public D1ar$ p6 of 1774, 961. ' I 

2 Bum. Gov. Cousultittion llld Jau, 1715, l'IIb. DIary 67 oJ 1775, Ii. 
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In the commands -of the Honourable the Court of Dirb'l:ltors to this 
rresidency dated the 31st March 1769, an attested copy of which 
w~ now enclose for your informatIOn, they are pleased to duect 
that we ~hould be ever watchful to obtain the island of SI1I&ette, 
with the other places therein pointed-out, whIch they acqul.I.int us 
must be the constant objects we are always to have in view in all 
our treatIes negotIatIOns and military operations. 

Again in their letter 01' the 6th April 1 '772 the Honourable 
Company expressly direct that Mr. Mostyn, one of our members, 
h1wuld l'e establisbQd at Poona:for endeavouring to acquire Sal sette, 
"ith the other places me'iltioned in their former commands, and 
they point out what they permit us to give up as an excbange. 
AccoHllDgly in the year 1772 during the lifetime of Manhavrav, and 
about a year before that government fell into confusion, Mr. 
hlo~tyn was fixed as Resident at the Maratha Darbar. In additIOn 
to the terms pointed out by our Honourable Employers, Mr. Mostyn 
was in~tructed to offer Broach with it} territories which we had 
ju,t then acquired from the Nawab. In spite of this offer Mr: 
~lostyn found no probability of procuring the places desired by the 
Company. 

SUllie tIme after the Mar.1tha State fell into the confusion which 
at present distracts it. Still we took no step for attaining by 
force of arms the possession of Salsette, notwithstanding the 
opportunIty was very favourable, and that we have reason to 
conclude Salsette with the small adjacent isles was ceded to the 
Crown by the marrIage contract between Ki,gg Charles II. and 
the Kmg of Portugal. Previous to the receipt of your letter 
to the Board communicating the imelligence of your Honour 
havmg taken upon you the government· of Bengal, we received 
advice from Mr. Robert Henshaw (a gentleman in the service 
then re&idmg on some business of the Compa.ny·s at Goa) that the 
Portuguese had this season received with their new Captain 
General (Dom Joze Pedro do. Camara) II! very considerable rein. 
forcement of men and ships from Europe, and that their undoubted 
designs were immediately to attempt recovering from the Marathas 
the po~ses8ion of Sl1lsette and Bas~Qin and the other coul'\tries they 
formerly held so far north as Daman. The distracted situation of 
!fariit~.a affairs left us no doubt that with the force they command 
the Portuguese would certainly gain possession of Slilsette, which 
i~ theIr favourite object, and most probably of the other parts of 
their former possessions. Had this taken place it would not·only 
bave effectually prevented us e\Wr acquiring SaIsette for the Honour. 
ahle Company, but the Portuguese would then "again have liad it in 
their power to obstruct our trade by being in possession of the prin
cipal passes to the inland couptry, and to lay whatever imposition 
they pleased upon us. In this emergency what remained for us to do ? 
liad we sat inactive spectators of the event, we should in our opinions 
have betrayed the interests of our Honorable Employers. lIad we 
wrote to you for instruction and advice, your sentiments and recom
mendo.tions most probably must have arrived much too la.te to h,ave 
enabled us to prevent the execution of the designs of thll 
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Portuguese.. And though we had not any account at this time of 
your beine. established in your government of Fort William~ 0.11<1 

cons~que~ly were not restricted by law from pursuing such 
measures aH we judged most for the interest of our Honoura!.>Je 
Employers, yet as the matter was in every poiQt of view of an' 
important nature, and we shortly expected to hear you were 
arrived, we should have been very glad to have submitted to your 
judgment the direction of the measnreS necessary to be pur'luwl. 
'But beeing that we were obliged, either to act at this very jUllcture 
or entirely to give up all thoughts ~f attempting to avert the evils 
witn which we were threatened, we determined. after the must 
mature consideration, in order to prevent the mischiefs which must 
have ensued to the interests of the ~HoilOurable Oompany from the 
Portuguese being in possession, to attempt at obtaining S~U8otte 
tor our Honourable Employers. As some months before ths killedaf 
of Thana, the principal fort on the island, had offered for a Sllm of 
money to deliver it to us, tie President was empowered to close 
with him on the most moderate terms. But the kllledar now 
excused himself alleging that the ministry at Poona having obta.ineu 
intelligence of the Portuguese designs had reinforced his garrison, 
which put it out of his power to deliver the fort in the manw'r 
he before wished to do. Nothing therefore remained but to send 
such a. force as was judged neces::lary to reduce Thana. This was 
accordingly despatched under the command of Brigadier Gi:Jneral 
Gordon and Mr. Watson superintendent of our marine. We have 
the pleasure to acquaint you that after out army had been thirteen 
days before the pl~e, Thana, the principal fort on the island, was 
taken by storm the 28th instant; Ves~va another fort on Salsette 
was also taken by a separ<ltte -force under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Keating, and in consequence the whole island is now in our 
possession. 'rhe surrender yesterday of the island of Karanja 
completes the conquests we had determined to make neal' this 
place. 
, The very day after our forces set out against Thana, part Of the 
Portuguese fleet appeared off Bombay with their train under their 
COtlvoy b~und to Daman, a. settlement they still ret8in to the north
ward of tfl.is place. So soon as "he gained intelligence of our pro
ceedings, the comma.nder of the Heet delivered a formal protest, by 
direction as he said {)f the Captain General of Goa, which shews 
the necessity of the 'measure we have pursued, and corroborates 
Mr .• Henshaw's account of their intentions. To thi8 prote&t we 
delivered Ell suitable repiy, and thus the matter rests, On a moderate 
calculat~on the yearly revenues of S:i.lsette am~)Unt to about 
Rs. 3,30,000 and those of Karanja to about RS.40,000. We sball 
fix suitable civil establishments at each of these places for thei!; 
g~vernment and for the collection of their revenues} with So proper 
)Juhtary force for their protection.1 

The same day (December~lst, 1774),General Gordonforwal'ded 

F 
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to thc Board the following details of the final settlement 'of S:tlsette' 
Enc10st:'d I sena you a copy of a It!'tter I rt!ceiveu last night from 
C'apta.iu Stewart at GhodLandar agreeable to whlCh report, t,o make 
Ghodbo.nuar an established post, we are now sendmg four nine4 

roundet·'3 taken fpOro the Triumph pMhm. You will observe by 
Capt.-in Stewart's account that DMravi battery h,18 been long 
abandoned. I hl\ve ordered him to make himself sme of that 
p.l.rheular l,y observing it narrowly. Captain Stewart WIll inform 
roe when the post is established and secured with a proper detach
ment tl.nd then return here with the remaindt!l\ The peol-'le of 
dl"tlUctJOn, whom the Boar!,} mentioned in.. their lettel', are eIther 
killed or fied, except those seqt to Bombay; 'beSIdes these, some 
sttbhed<i ,'S and others of great note were killed. By the custom of war 
the commandmg officer of artillerr is entItled to all bells found in 
places taken fl0m the enemy. Major Lee claims one large bell in the 
Portuguese Church withm the town. I would wish to know whether 
the Board WIll be pleased to allow wm conl>lderation for it, or 
wbether he may make a demand on the clergy and parishioners.' 

Next day (1st January 1775) General Gordon forwarded to 
the Boa.rd the following additioDll.l particulars' In Ghodbandar he 
imagmed It would be proper to leave fifty Europeans, two com
pames of sepoys, fifteen artillery, and thirty lascars; and for Thana. 
and tLe small forts on the river 150 European mfantry, 50 
artIllery, 100 jJ.scal's, and one battalion of sepoys would be necessary 
for the garl'lson of Thana. For some time there must be frequent 
detadlments to protect the villages and tQ drive away the 
Maratha plunderers. He mentioned that as the batty was not yet 
threshed out, that part of the revenue' had not been collected by 
the Marathas, that every thing remained tiuiet and the inhabitants 
continueu to return in great numbers to their houses.2 

On the 2nd January he added: The garrison at Ghodbltndllr and the 
presence there of the TV 011 and Fly would prevent ~he enemis boats 
l)emg tlOublesome All was quiet at 'fhans They were gomg on as 
fa~t a~ possible clearing the rubbish ruins and filth from the fort. 
As not less than four hundred barrels of powder were found in the 
fort, the three hundred barrels were-returned to Bombay .• Thirteen 
mortars and one hundred and seven pieces of cannon were found 
on the enemy's works.s 

On these letters at a Consu"ltation of 3rd January 1775 the 
Board passed the foIloWlllg ordel's: Such a force as the ilrigll-dier 
General may judge necessary to remain fat the uef\,\nce of Thana 
and the other posts to be m!tintained on Salsette must be left 
there, regard bemg at the same time had to the force whicli it may 
at tlIDes be nccer:.sary to detach for the protection of the inhabitants 
from Maratha incurslOns. This requisite garrioon to be left under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Cockburnl General Gordon with 

, I Letter from Brigadier Genoral Gordon to the President and Council, Thana. 31st 
De~ 1774, Pub, Duwy 67 of 1775, 9·10. 
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the Ermainlter of the force returning to Bombay a.nd sending back 
such of the stores as are no 10D~er wanted. Except the wounded 
who must be cared for, the ordwary prisoners must be l'lU,led on 
the opposite shore, after bewg entirely disarn1ed. The bras'! gun'! 
and mortars found in Thana fort are to be sent tooBombay.l 

In a Consultation of the 4th January 1775 Government write: 
Signed and dated our fair instructi'ilns to Mr. James SlbbalJ, 
provisional Resident, Messrs. Gregor,y Page, Patrick Crawfurd 
Bruce, and Edmund Veale Lane appomted factolR at Thana, for 
the management and government of that island and for the 
collections of the Honourable Company's revenues. Wherein wo 
g.1ve them such directions for their. government as were necc,~"ary 
to form thIS Dew establishment on a proper footing.s 

In their Consultation of 6th January 1775 Government write: 
Signed our instructions to Mr. David Carnegie appointing him to 
If'sl,le at Karanja, giving him necessary directions, and acquaint. 
Ing him that he was to coHelt. the revenues of Karanja, Elcphanta, 
and Hog Islands.s 

On his return to Bombay on the 9th Janua,ry 1775 General 
Gordon submitted the following account of Thana Fort: The fort 
of 'l'hana is a regular pentagon, with. three large ba.~tions, towers 
at the salient angles, a tower and cavalier over the land gate and 
a work begun but not finished over the river gate. A good ditch 
witli counterscarp runs from the returning angle of the south. 
east tower to the land gate, where there is no retaining wall to the 
rampart. The l\Id'ratMs wisely seeing the almost unsurmount .. I.Ue 
uifficulties of an attack fro~ this side, have not paid that attention 
to its defences which tbey ha.ve on the others. The south-cast 
tower against which, and the shoulder of the adjoining bastion our 
principal attack was directed,- has two tiers of gun:i and a powder 
magazine below. It is extremely strong and was as fine a piece of 
masonry.,as I evel' saw. In making our approaches on this SIde we 
had the advantage of beiIfg entirely under cover or houses to within 
280 yards of the works. Many of these houses were set on fire by 
the enenlY but their walls afforded excellent shelter to the troops. 
'1'he houses nearest the fort win, I believe, be found to belong to 
the officers of Government, or to Brahmans who will not readily 
cltum them. I am of opinion that, as soon as possible, the&e houses, 
together with the DarMr, should be pulled down in order to form 
an e~planade of at least 800 yards. 1£ this is done, if the breaches 
which we made in the ~al1 are rebuilt, f.nd if the works in general 
are repaired, I will venture to pronounce that with its present 
garrisoif and plenty of ammunition stores and provisions, Thana 
would be in- a very defensible and respectable state. Within the 
fort is plenty of water and a num~r of small irregular ill built 
houses and huts. which should be pulled down and the ground 
levelled. I have directed Major Lee to examine and report the 

1 Rom. Gov. Consultatlon 3rd Jan. 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of: 1775, 3·4. 
I Bom. Gov. D=r4th Jan. 1775, Pub. Diat'J' 67 of 1775,13. 
S Emu. Gov. Diary 6th Jan. 177:>, Pub, DIary 67 of 11751 1;1. 
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~t~te and calibre of the guns, ]07 of which Were ~found in the 
"fort, and to make 1\ demand of what guns he wants to put 
the place in !\ proper &tate of defence. Agreeable to the orders of 
the ~rJ I enclose a. copy of the instructions which I have given 
to Licut;enant·Cotvnel Cockburn who is appoiuted to command at 
TMnit. By the last para.gra.ph of your letter of the 3rd instant 
you are ~lea....~d expressly ~ forbid any repairs being made with~ 
out pa.rtIcular orders fl'om YOlL As a literalcomphance with this 
order would have risked the c;onquest we had made, as the breach 
,ms open and easy of access, I took upon me to direct the engineer 
to st()(:kaJe and scarp tho breach, to clear tbe ditch, and to go 
on Tl'lDoving the ruins from ~the towers and works in order to 
make room for our guns. In repairing them the towers should 
not i.e roofed over. If even a small breach is made in the wall 
the weight of the terrace at the top will be apt to reduce the whol~ 
to rul1l.:i. To considerably widen the ditch lVould certainly add 
~rclltly to the strength (If the pla.ce, aryl a glacis might be formed 
trom the ea.rth thrown up. Whether at present it is expedient to 
undertake so expensh'e a work remains to be considerell. In any 
ca<>e t~le ditch should be carried on immedia.tely round to the south
east tower. Had this been done it would have added considerably 
to our difficulties in the siege. 

In c"ery part of SaIsette which I ha,e seen the roads are 
\'Cry bad, indeed so bad as to render the movement of troops 
vcry difficult, nnd that of a.rtillery nea.rly impossible. I submit 
to your coo'5itleration whether the making good roads is not 
un olJject well worth attention, as well for military purposes as 
for the conveniency of the inhabita.nls. who, when a little more 
&cttie<l, might be taxed to assist in so Useful a work. I have 
of,lereJ Engineer Whitman, who is at present employed in 
c,)mplding the post at Ghodbandar, to begirt as soon as ppssible 
takin~ a chart of the river, ascertaining the width depth and 
wiuJllIg'J.. The post at Ghodbaud&l' is 1>.y nature very &troni I 
<>cnt tour nine-pounders there, which with its garrihllD gives us 
little to apprehend from any attack, though it is not aJ,Jo\'e four 
miles from Bassein. GhodbandarlCommo.nds the river, a:pd near it 

is a very fertile district, which produces a great quantity of grain. 
DMravi battery has long been aba.ndoned; it is two to three miles 
south-westo£ Bassein. I am informed on account of a long sandy point 
ycsseIl!'. going from Bassein must come close to Dbaravi. }<'rom its 
di~tance from Thana and the badness of the roads I could not be 
inform~ about DMra"i as I wished to be. I imagi'ne it will not 
be difficult to examine it by the way of Vesavll., or by w~ter. If 
it has such command as it is said to have, DMravi is certainly a. 
post of much importance, anod no ti.'..J.e should be lost in taking 
possession of it. At the same time it becomes a matter worthy of 
the most serious consideration of the Board, how far Ont present 
~orce is a.ble to maintain possession of and repel a.ttacks on our 
new conquests \vithout hazarding too much the safety of our other 
settlements. My sentiments on the subject are that as soon as it 
can be don~ two bn.ttalions of sepoys should be raise4 and added 
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to those we now have. This additional force, all things considered, 
will not be more than equivalent to the force employed on Salsette; 
or inueed not equal to it, if a strong deta,chment is sent from the 
PresIdency to Dhanlvi to take post there. At present we are sO 
far from being able to furnish any detachments -for the cruizers, 
that we have not men to mount the common guards. As 130 
lascars were left on duty at 'l'Mna and Q-hodbandar, they should be 
replaced as soon as pos::.ible as they are a very useful body of 
men. l 

On the 18th January the Board ordered the Resident and factors 
at Thana to be very expedItious in adju~tmg the tokrr, or share of 
batty.2 The Company's share mu!ft be sent hither and the pro
prietors are to be permitted to export the remainder to this place 
only. Mr. Francis William Pemberton is appointea to reside at 
Vel>aVa, to collect the revenues in the district about that place. 
He is subordinate to the H.esident and factors at Thana, to whom 
the accounts are to be tran~itteu; but the batty he collects must 
be spnt to Bombay. To hasten the collection of the Company's 
share of rice, the Board further ordered thnt, except the Resident, the 
several servants at Thana be sent to different dIstricts of the island.s 

At the same Consultation (18th January) was read transla
tion of the following letter from the Captain General at Goa to 
the Pre&ident and Oouncil, dated Goa 26th December 1774: As 
soon as I learnt that your Excellency projected negotiations or 
conquests over the fortified towns and countries that have been 
possessed and goveined by the Portuguese State in this region, I 
endeavoured to put a stop .. to the same and to preserve the rights 
which the Royal Orown. of Portugal has in those countries, by 
causing to be delivered to your Excellency the protest bearing date 
the 16th instant. I am clearly informed that your Excellency had 
organised an expedition against the town of Thana, that you had 
blockad<id the S1tid town, that you were beating down its walls, 
that you were in treaty· about conquering the same, and intended 
to make permanent your conquests over the other countries above 
mlilntionetl, whether by yourselves alone or united with an Asiatic 
Power. <!'his obliges me to repeat and again to intimate to your 
Excellency that for the space of two hundred years the said forti
fication of Thana Bassein and other countries and jurisdictions, 
situated from Chaul to Daman, had been the dominion and posses
sion.of the State of Portugal. And that although, not quite forty 
years ago, uAjustly atimated a'l is probable by other powers, the 
Marathiis unfortunately invaded mid took those fortJiicattons and 
countnes, yet the state of p.ortugal neither lost the right it had 
therein nor the intention of regaining them, nor did it omit at any .. 

1 Letter from BrigadIer General Gordon to the President and Council, 9th Jan. J 
1775, Pub Thary 67 of 1775, 25· 29. : 

2 One of the special forms of tenure merged in the revenue survey tenure ill aMp ~ 
lump also called taka, tola, or hon. Bombay Gazetteer, Thana, XIII. Pt II.530-53J. 
See also pages 550 note 2, 551 note 5, 565 note 7. lIundabandi or toktibandl is a vague 
form of lump assessment Ditto, 574, 583 note 1. 
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time to do every thing requisite onco more to obtain the dominion 
of tho$e countries. 

I persuade myself that when your Excellency resolveJ to attack 
Thunn" you consjdered only the interests of the British Nation in 
ASia, and not your general interest, nor the attention dlle to the' 
rertu~uese State in India. I am certain on your Excellency looking 
into the gIft of the island i)f Bombay, and the treaty by wInch 
it was bequC'u,thed ill the Royal Marriage Contract of Scnhora 
Donna Catharina, you will t:nd that HIs Majesty has for himself 
and Ius vassals engaged not to prejudice at any time the lights 
that the I'ortugllese NatlOn'had in Asia, but on the contrary always 
to I1Ssist in defending the same' Reflecting on the said treaty. on 
the obligation of this alliance, on public faith reciprocally promised, 
and on the sacred ties of hospihlity by which the British Nahon 
obtsllled and stIll preserves a dominion which the Portuguese 
NatIOn formerly had in this part of the east, I expect that your 
Excellency will know, in all your pfoceedings, how much these 
projf'cts and actions are contrary and odious to the abovemcntioned 
treaty and its ties, to the public faith, and to the docorum of the 
Butlsh Nation. I rely that in your great prudence you will on this 
consideratIOn abstain and desist from acts so provoking. Should, 
contrary to my expectatIon, your Excellency not attenu to these 
reasons. I do make most formal protest, declaring that your 
Excellency is the infractor of the public peace of the said two 
natlOus by so strange a proceeding, so contrary to the meaning of 
the s.1id defensive treaty subsisting between theotwo Royal Crowns 
of our said nations, protesting agamst 10U a]so for all the prejudices 
aO(I all sensible conbequences which from these facts may ensue. 
Your Excellency may remain persuaded that all these damages may be 
rl'compensed from the interest which England has in the Portuguese 
dominions, in which there are to the English Nation much greater 
pleflges and much more important ones than tl\e prejudices your 
Excellency promotes and intends causill.g to this state,~ wit.hout 
eut. ling mOO other most important considerations, of the danger to 
\vhlCh your nation shall Le exposed by the loss of many millions 
l\ blCh it gains from Portugal, through the effect of their &ateemaMQ 
alliance and which must be put a stop to. by a.continuo.tion of these 
strange proceedings. Neithercan I dispense with informing His 
FaIthful :M ~'),ty on all the above, being certain that His Bl'itish 
.MaJe~ty and the whole of the English Nation will grant in this 
re"pect the Inost eircum~pect satisfaction .. making yopr Excelrency 
re~ponsiLte for all that you shaH do, a.nd far as much as shall happen 
on this most important particular. l • 

After consideration, ordered that 0.. suitable but short reply bo 
sentf • 

.A Consult'ltion the 24th January 1775 tccords: The engineer 
reports that it is necessary to form an esplanade to the fort to the . , 

t Translation rof a Letter from the Captam G;neral at Goa to the fusidcnt nnd 
('ouned, 26th ])eC. 1774. Pub, !hary 67 of 1775,71·75. 
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distance of t>OO yards. The President who has Peen on the spot. i::t 
of opinion that. for the present. the dista.nce of 400 yo.nh wilt 
he lftOl>t proper; to extend the esplanade bfiyonu that lint! 
would be attended with too much inconvenience to the inhabitant.s. 
'Tho engineer reports that to mil.ke an esplanade "will be o.ttf'uded 
with little expense, as many of the houses within that uisto.DCI) 
were so much damaged durin~ the Riegel that they mUbt })O pulled 
down, and, as many others belong to the Brahm:ms fUld officers of 
Government, who bave left the platte, and their housel! are become 
the Company's; Resolved tha.t an csp1lU!3.de he made at Thana to 
the distance of 400 yards round the fart as recommt'ndcd hy tho 
President, and to encourE.ge the iJlhabitants whose houses must 
COlue down, it is agreed and ordered tha.t the Inaterials of t1)0 
homes that are to be pulled down, tha.t did beloD~ to the oflicerll 
of Government who have left the place, be distnbuwd runolJg~t 
the othe18, which must be done with the utmollt impartiality Ilnd in 
blielt a manner as will prov(l most satisfactory to thofo whom we 
mtcnd to benefit thereby. Whatever buildings the inhauitnnts mlly 
from henceforward erect. must be lined out into streets of 50 feet. 
wide at least and the cross strcets not less than 36 feet wide.1 

At a Consultation on the 28th January 1775 after reading 6uch 
part of the advices from' TUna B.l\. relatcd to the repairs of tho 
fort and to the making of an esplanade the Board oraer that the 
ditch to the fort be cleared and the breach ;repaired that t1'e 
fort tuay again be in a defensible state' that after these h 0 
necessary scrvices.a.re completed the espianade must he made to 
the distance of 400 yards and no more. 'l'hat to extend thtl 
esplanade to 600 yards as "the Engineer recommends, tbe wholu 
town must be pulled. (lown which would be too great a dIS
couragement to the inhabitants and might disgul>t them with our 
go'vcrnment: that at the sam'e time DO new buildings were to bu 
erectod within 6~0 yards of the fort.' ' 

On th: 28th January W75 the President wrote to the Resident 
at '!'h!lna, ditecting him to require the commanding officer 
illlJnediaooly to send a. detachment'of 350 men from Thana Ve<Jtva 
and Ghod<:landar to protect the fiHages and dri VEl off the l'IfaratM.&.1 

On the 30th Janua.ry 1775 came to hand by special messenger 
from Thana a letter from the Rel>iuent, dated this day, acquainting 
the President that the enemy had landed about 400 meD at. 
Dhal'avi, but that ,a detachment of 16 Europeans and 100 sepoyll 
advanced frol1l GhodbTtndar to the relief of Dharavi had driven 
every Mitratha off the i<;land he£orEi the detachment from 'l'Mna 
had arrived. Ten Maratha prisoners a.nd one boat had been taken 
but a considera.ble quantity of batty was destroyed.' • 

At a Consultation, the 7th February 177 5, the President lays bef()re 
the Board a letter received from Commodore MooroJ giving an . , 

l Bom. Gov. Consultation. 24th Jan. 1715, Pnb. Diary 67 of )715, 97-9S. 
2 &111. Gov. Consulta.tion. 28th Jan. 1775, rub. Diary 61 ol1715. liB. 
'&m. Gor. f'oIl1lultation, 28th JaD.. 1'115, Po\). DtarJ' &1 o,f 1'115r1l1. 
6&m. Gu\'. DlIu·.r30th Ja.n. U7G.1'ub. Diary ~1 of 177:i.126. , 
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ncconut of the motions Qf the Mard.tha. fleet. Ordered. that as the 
!laralMs have now commenced hostilities by sea., it is resolved the 
Commodore nuu all the officers in command of our, fighting vessels 
00 ,lirl'cted t~ take, sink, burn. or otherwise destroy'all or any of 
the memy's vesSels whensoever or wheresoever tliey meet them, 
f,ro,idell 8.1ways that the same does not interfere with the effectual 
protection of such merchl:)pt boats or vessels as may be at any 
tune under their convoy. A letter must be prepared fot 
CommoJore Hughes, who may. shortly be expected on the coast, 
Ildvising him of the hostile proceedings of the Mar/itha tlcet, and 
deSHing tbat he will b'ea!; 'them accordingly, and the Chief and 
f'letl)!":- at Tellicherry be·instrucl.ed to . acquaint the commanders of 
Hls ~fajc.sty·s ships tha.1i ma.y arrive on the coast of these particulars 
tllflt th<,y may act accordingly.! 

At a Conl'lultation, the 16th FebruaI'Y ]775. the Board record 
a letter frolD _the President of Karanja dated the 15th, in which 
he cudoseU a statement of the annuJ re.,-enues of that island as 
collt-ded by the MarathJ.s amounting to Rs. 51,1341 and represented 
that l.l~t year the MaratMs farmed the customs for Rs. 20,000 
,,11ich the inhabit.m~s represented as a. great grievance, the farmer 
lll;l\"in~ many opportunities of oppressing them. He also acquainted 
us minutely WIth the present state of the revenues enclosiD~ the 
account current with the different fanners l and requestel1 our 
Ihrections on several particulars.s 

At a Consultation, the 28th February 1775, the Board read 
ndvices from the Resident and factors a.t Thana on which th\l 
following observations were made aad Qrders issued: 

You are to lay in I} quantity of batty at Thana and' at the 
P05tS on Sa-lset.te. as a store sufficient to serve the garrisons, sepoys, 
I.Ln(llabourers for silt months: the rpst must be sent to Bombay; for 
~e must conclude that the amount of batty. remaining with the 
Corumbet:s (Kunbis) or villagers, after \he taka' or UoVllrnment 
~lmle is delivered, must be sufficievt for the consumption of the 
inhahitants anti for seed. To prevent a. scarcity no ricq may be 
exported from Salsette, not even to.Bombay, till the pricES may he 
reduced below Rs. 16 the morah (muda). As this is the price at 
whirh it is always issued in Bombay, the batty issued to the sepoys 
and lalourers must be charged at Rs. 22~ the mud a, whether this 
is dearer or cheaper than the market rate. An account of Bombay 
daily wages to labourers and artificers must.,be sent to Thana, -mth 
orderl3 to the chief and fac~s not to BIlow hjgRer wages at 
Salsette. For the encouragement of settlers on Salsette, !lesolveJ 
tha~ no duties be collected on the importation 'into Salsette of any 
111"ovisions nor on the exportq.tion of provisions from Salsette to 
.Bombay. A procla.mation to this purpose to,be affixed in Bombay, 
m:td copies of it dispersed all over S<flsetttlJ, that none of th~ 
inhabitants may be ignorant of the benefits intended them. .As 
the people round Dharavi suffered severely in the last Marath~. 

J&m. Gov. O;n1;nlta.tioo,1th Feb.l775, Pub. Diary 67 of 177:;' 164.165.. 
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incursion on which aIlcount 50-mllaa8 of batty was distributed 
among them, it is agreed that this rice shall not be demanded 
back, but that the people be informed it is a gift from the Company 
in consideration of their late sufferings.! 

A Consultation of the 1st March 1775 recordS'~ A proclamation 
was this day published by beat of drum in the customary manner, 
and afiL'Ced in the usual places, signifying agreeable to our resolution 
in our last Consultation 'that from henceforward all customs ~re 
abolished on the importation of any.kinds of provisions on S!ilsettE\, 
on the transportation of provisIOns frolllllOne part of the island ~ 
another, and on the exportation of thee same from Salsette to the 
island of Bombay, and also on th$ importation of all kinds of 
provisions and necessaries from Salsette hither.~ 

At a Consultation on the 31st October 1775 the Board ordered th!1t 
on the owners producing a Thana Customs Master's certificate, all 
copper manufactured on Salsette and all articles the produce of 
that island from goods wh"ich have paid customs there, may be 
imported into Bombay free of customs.s 

On the 15th March 1715 Brigadier General Gurdon submitted 
the following details regarding Ghodbandar and DMravi: 'rhe 
situation of Dharavi gives such command of the entrance of the 
Bassein river that it will be extremely difficult for any vessels to 
pass in or out. On the battery, which is at the foot of a very steep 
hill, are three I8.pounders and three 12-pounders. I cannot approve 
of the platform which is made of terrace instead of stone of which 
there is plenty. tf it had been made of stone, the platform would 
have been much sooner fit mr service. It would have lasted a great 
deal longer, and would oove been repaired in far less time and at a 
less expense. Another capital fault in this platform is that instead 
of having the usual slope to check the recoil of the guns, and to. 
render it easy to run them home after firing, it is maue level, so 
that the.guns m\fSt recoil a great way, and require many more men 
to work them. The roof too, which is intended to be carried o~'er 
the battery, is so low as greatly to incommode the gunners in .using 
tl¥eir rammers and spunges. In the rear of the battery is to be a. 
magazin~ and guard-room, with a traverse to cover them. On the 
left is a small tower. from which a couple of guns placed in barbet 
would have a very extensive command towards the bar. The hill 
is so steep that steps should be cut in it before the rains, otherwis~ 
it will be almost impossible to get up or down that side next the 
battery. .A. redoubt on the top of the hill with barracks for the 
troops,,lIDd with a Biche (a work open to the rear and commanded 
by the redonbt) at a small distance from it, will leave us httle t(} 
apprehend from any attacks that may be made on that post. The 
proops should be put unde!; cover as· soon as possible, and oU and 

t Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28th Feb. 1775. Pu.b. Diary 67 oJ; 1775, 209.211. Co~. 
ofStandmgOrd VoL 2 of1759·1788, 102. 

~ Born. Gov. Diary 1st March 1775, Pu.b. Diary 67 of 1775,223· 224. 
3 Born. Gov. ConsultatlOn, 31st Oct. 1775. i'uh. Dl/J.ry 68 of 1715,795. Comp. of 

Standmg Oro.. Vol. 2 of1169 .1188., 172. 
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candles (0£ the want of which they complain at present~ should be 
sent ov(>t to all the posts for the use of the guards. At Bh.iyndar, 
about half.way between DMntvi and Ghodbandar, an officer and 
sixty ",'poys are stationed. As this is an open village OpposIte to 
Bassem, WIth a bench of several mlThs on which the enemy may 
land, I am of opinion that the guard should be aUguIented to one 
hUll<hed sepoys. Signals betwixt Bluiyndar DMnivi and Ghod. 
bandar rr;ay ca'uly be setUea, so as to communicate to each other 
any motions which the enemy !\lay at any time make, should they 
attempt to land on that sille of Salsette. Ghodbandar is in a vel'y 
defen:llble state, but the temporary roofs with which the bal'raekB 
are at pre~cnt covered will by up means serve for the raiU'l, neither 
will the huts in which the sepoys are, protect them from the incle
mency of the weather.! 

Experif'nce showed the remission of taxation had been carried too 
far. On ht May 1775 Government signed and despatched to Thana, 
by speclal/messenger, a letter to the ~hief and factors revoking 
then ordefs for dIscontinuing the 1e,'y of ghar patti or house coss, of 
banda" pattt or harbour cess, and of mohtarja 01' shop tax. These 
wele again to be collected as heretofore,s SIX months later, the 
15th ~ ovember 1775, the Board observe: Directions must be sent 
to the Ohief and factors of Thana to collect customs only on 
such goods as are actually sold at ']'hana or any of the other 
parts of Salsette, and to permIt the merchants to carry away such 
goods as they do not ~ell there, without any customs being paid 
thereon.3 • ~ 

At a Consultation, the 12th Dece\llber 1775, the Board read 
letters from the Chief and factors at 'fhana, with enclosed letters 
from the officers at the different outposts on Salsette, representing 
the scarcity of prOVISIOns and requesting to be allowed batta. 
After consideration agree that as we are sensible prOVIsions are 
very scarce and dear, and as on that account the. troops ,lLt those 
posts are allowed provisions, batta be graJtted to the officers at all 
the outposts on SaIsette where the troops are allowed provisions. 
This regulation to take place from the time we have had the islayd 
in our possession. The Chief and fdctors must be directed to iSllue 
to the troops at the outposts the salt meat they have m store at 
Thana. The Board also resolve that when the lands in SaIsette are 
next leased, a clauae be mserted in the leases obliging the farmers 
to raise lIve stock of all kinds, which we hope will be the mean.s of 
makmg prOVIsions more plentiful and will s~ve the Company the 
extraordinary expense of batta 'and provisions to the officers and 
troops there, meanwhile the Chief and factors to be inbtrilcted to 
glve the inhabitants every encouragement to rear live stock} 

1 Letter from BrigadlCl' General Gordon to the President and Conncil, 15th March 1776, 
Pub, Dmry 67 of 1775, 270·273 . 

• 2 Born Gov Diary 1st May 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1716, 363. One of the ta.xes on 
traders alone was mohtarfa_ tax on shopkeepers, varymg with thelr means, in fact 
an Income·tax. Bombay Gazetteer, Poona, XVUI. Pt. II 32J noto 1. 

3 Born (lov, ConsultatlOn 15th Nov. 1775, Pub. Dlary 68 of 1775, 814. 
• Bam Go",. COllbul~tlOn 12th Dec. 1775, Pub Dmry 68 of 1775. 61.4·S4/). 
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In 1774 Bombay seems to have suffered from a serious sC'lrcity (If 
money. On the 12th April 1775 tho Court wrote: Your rC'lOJutioli 
to diflpose of our oarts villages and batty grounds in U1.se 8Uprlics 
of money should not be sent you from Bell~l, can be justJllc,l only 
by the most pressing and absolute necessity. "",Ve hope that the 
mea&ures taken by our servants at Fort William to throw money 
into your hands by means of ships returJimg with specie from the 
Gulf and the license given you to draw upon us WIll hay!' rt'n
dered the above disagreeable expedi~nt totally unnecessary. Th('lr~ 
fore we shall Dot at present enter fUrther upon the subject. 
In the same letter the Court contmue: VIi e are astollll:,hcd 
at your conduct in directing Mr.,Mostyn to attempt borrowing 
money at Poona. We are well assured that step coulJ tewl 
only to expose our affairs without any reasonable hope of 
obtaining rehef. As 1Io your subsequent proposal to procure money 
by raising the annual interest paid by us to 12 per cent, it appclll ':I 
to us :';0 improper that we <ijrect you forthwith to take measure" 
for discontinuing the payment of such extrll.\·agant interest. 
Notwithstanding your distress for money, we. obst'rve that ill the 
height of that distress :you ventured to accept bills drawn from 
Ealambangan (m Borneo) for so large asum as Hs.1,40,OOO for which 
no value had been received and of which circumstance YOIl were not, 
ignorant. Your proceedings in that transaction were so contrary 
to your duty and so repugnant to our interest that you ment our 
severest cemure- and we hereby reprimand the majority of our 
Council for preferr.ing the interest and convenience of an indIvidual 
to that of the Company in opposition to the sentiment'S of two 
members of the Board, whosEI dlssentq on the occasion do them great 
honour and were unans~erably conclusive against the mea.,>ul'e. 1 

As regards encouragement to trade the Court write in thf} 
same April letter : As it is our wish to give every encouragement 
in our power to the trade of Bombay and SUlat, we direct thnt 
regular ~onvoys be appointed monthly or oftenet· if you "Shall judge 
it proper, to and from those ports. We are fully COl1vmced that 
vessels op the Surat station with tl small assi&tance from your 
Pfeslden<QY, will in general be fully adequate to such service_with~ 
out increasing your marine E'stablishmel1t.2 

On the 22nd of January 1775 the Bombay Government took the 
important step of accepting tho Peshwa Raghoba's applicatlon for 
a bopy of troops to join his army to reduce to obE'dienee a section 
of his subject~, who Wished to deprive Raghoba not only of the 
Peshwllship but of any share in tae government of the lIal'atha. 
empire." 'fo represent their motives in making engagements wlth 
the Peshwa Raghunath Rao the Bombay Govllrp.ment deputed. 

• 
1 Court to Bombay 12th Apr111775 paras 40.42, Pub Dep Court', Letters Vol 9 of 

1772 -1777, 227·228. 
2 Court to Bomba.y 12th April 1775 jla.rn 60, Pub. Dep. Court' • .Letters Vol 9 of 

17i2·1777, 234. . . 
I Secret and Pol. D,ary 16 of 1775, 20. For articles of agreement betwe~n the 

Hon. William Hornby President and Governor lind Council and Raghob3, d •• k'fi Gth Mar. 
177:>, see D~tto),.18.127 and Forrcst'3 ¥I\mthl\ Smell, I. Pt. II. 211-ll1(1. 
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]\fr. William Tayler to Calcutta by whom the following lettm', dnted 
Calcutta nth October 1775, was addressed to the lIon'hie Mr. Worren 
llastlllgs, Governor General of India: To form a propel' judgment 
of the moth'es which guided the Government of Bomboy m con
cludmg this treaty with Raghoba Peshwa, it will be nccessary to be 
acquainted with the views of the lIonourable Company regardmg 
Bombay. The safety and acceB81bleness of BombdY harbour at 
nIl seasons of the year together WIth its VIcinity to the l\larathas, 
und pal ticularly to one of the passl'S through whIch the whole of the 
country above the Ghats might be supplied WIth English artIcles, 
SCt'ill chiefly to haye engaged the attention of the Company in the 
aeqUlsihon of this island. How just were their speculations is 
shown by the fact that woollens and other English staples are 
dIsposed of at Bombay and the malkets which It supplies, to the 
amount of 14 Iakhs annually. Besides this, the convenience of the 
hhrbour has secured to the English, and to those who trade under 
thtir protection, almost the exclusive trade in Indian commodities 
"Ith the country of the Marathas, as well as in the cotton with 
which Bengal and Chma is supplIed, the whole bringing in an 
annual profit of Rs. 2,70,000 in customs to the Company.l The 
influence "hich the Company haye in the government of Surat 
enables them to check the commerce of rlval European nations, a 
PO\\ er the more valuable as, next to Bombay, Surat is the chief mart 
fur the vend of staples the entire monopoly of which is the Company's 
leaumg ('ommercial.aim on the west Side of India. For a conSIder
alJle tnue commerce alone engaged the attention 9£ the Company at 
Bombay The construction of docks, the excellent supply o£timber, 
uncI of skilled artIficers gave Bombay a military consequence. On this 
pomt notbmg need be added to the testimo'llY of the Commanders of 
HiS ::\IaJesty's squadrons that, in the impossibility of arrangmg repairs 
elsewhere, the superiorIty at sea in tbis quarter of the globe durm~ 
the last war was chiefly due to the docks and the ready nssll~tance found 
in Bombay. In 1768, sensIble of the importance (J'f. a strong naval 
btailOn aud alBo aware of the defenceless state of Bombay, the 
lIonuuraLle the Court of Directors sent out Colonel Campbell to 
.ll~pect the fortificatIOns, with po~j.tive orders to us imp'llCitly"to 
follo\\ hlB vlan. At the same time knowmg the in.adequacy of our 
gurrl~on to the defence of the place, they very considerably enlarged 
OUl IUllitary estabhshment. Previous to this the expense of Bombay 
had exceeded its revenues. The Directors were sensible that thIS 
glCai increase in charges must dIstress the G<;jvernment for meulls to 
defwy them, and furnish their .investments fo:: Europe and China. 
Knowing also that territorial acquisition would alone fllrnish a 
revenue equal to the necessities of that settlement,' they laid down 
a syskm for the attainment of territory, namely the acquisition of 
Sul~ette and Bassein with the ~farathUs' share of the I'cvenues of 
Surat. These they imagined would complete their VIews, and this 
I must ogam repeat they urgently and especially ~njoined us to 

, In 1761-62 the custoflls rcYGDae afllonate.l to Rs 1.57,000' wIllIe in 177273 it .toad 
at Rs, 2,70,UU.O. Put., Dlar~ 39 of 1762,-635 and GS of 17i4, 109, 
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embraco every opportunity to attain, and to this alone to wrnd all our 
political and mlhtary operatIons, declaring it at the same time to be 
the utmost extent of their wi&hes on the wcst of India. In tho 
ceSSIons stipulated by the treaty with the Peshwa the views of the 
Company have been completed beyond their hopes, a1l, es'clusiH} 
of a revenue equal to its expenses and occaSIOns, the commcnial 
and mihtary ad vantages of Bl)mbay are }?t'rmanently secured. On 
Sal sette Karanja and Bassein, Bombay may safely depend for all 
proYisions. Further, by possessing ;Bassein Ilnd its distm'ts, WI} 

msnre to ourselves a part of the tunber necessary to our Ulal inn 
yard, the wal1t of which would so greatIy distress our WOI ks. If 
Bassetn wore to fall into an enemy's ~and or were any dl&pute with 
the MaratMs to arise during a war wlth France, the Bombuy Docks 
which are now so valuable would for want of timber be l'cndercJ 
almost uselegs In the districts ceded by the Peshwa in Guju1'5,t grows 
the cotton for the :Bengal market, whi6h secures to the English and t() 
those under English protecti~ the entire trade in this aT tick, aUII 
to the Company the whQle customs on that trade. Exclusive of 
these direct advantages we shall entirely preclude the Dutch who 
have long been soliciting a settlement at Bassein, from aU rIvalry 
with the Company in the trade to the Maratha dominions. We shall 
also prevent the dangerous consequences that might attenrl tho 
neighbourhood of so active and enterprising a natIOn, who havO' 
never been known to let slip an opportunity of extendmg thcUlscives. 
Should they at any time embrace an opportunity to' get possession 
of Bussein, WIth the. means they would have to distress our trade 
and carryon their own, it seems very pl'Obable that but little would 
be left to the English at Bombal' This acqnisitlon also defeats 
the known and declared designs 0 the Portuguese and the probable 
views of the French who irom fOl~er steps and their nolY scnulI'Ig 
80 many ships to the west of Inuia seem to inclme also to poutl
Cipate WIth us in the commerce there. The striking advantages of 
these pOlf'ilessions will, I tr;ust, be deemed worthy of the most SC/'iUUI§ 

regard when It is considered that the maintenance oi Bombay is 
neeessarY.Ill the general system of the Company's affairs, Instead of 
calfsing all annual loss of above .£150,000 sterling, IllstC<lU of lx-ing 
a burthcn upon your presidency, at best troublesome and in the ('ud 
perhaps dangerous, all chiefiJi for a local advantage tlll then unccr
t!fin, Bombay would become a winning settlement of ncar eight. 
l.3.khs which will be II. difference to the Company of £250,000 a 
year~ It would be in Do. state to afford certain asaistul1ce of all 'kinus 
to II. squadron ·in time of war, to seeure the commerce of the west 
of Indio.. in English hands, and above all to frustrate the greut 
rivals of the Company jn their views of participutmg' in our trade 
WIth the 1faratho. dominions, an o\lject ill itself of b",eat imp{)rt
nncc, as on this trade depends the Company's chief vend of woullens 
and the other staples of our Native Country. 

Such were the great and lcadi~g motives which induced thg 
Government of Bombay to engage with the Peshwa RagIni
niithrav. It seemed the very crlllis wished for by the Company, 
nn onnortunitv of accomplishing with hOllour, with ju~ticc, !lud 



lIbteua1s,] 

AND ISLAND. 103 

without the hazard of a gC'nerul war, tho objects tho Comptmy 
'h,l<l 80 stt enollbly enjolUed tho Bombay Government ever to keep 
In 'lew "\V1Lh the qompnny's special und repeated oHIe! s Oil 
this head before them, uIlIcpealed by the very letter which aocom
pnmcd the new ~cf" so far from fueaDlng a disregard to that Act 
or to the power with which it vests your Honour, the Govern
ment of HOlubay would have deemed themselves wuntlllg 11l their 
t'OUl{'ptl m of the worus r, except In such ("IS38 as when the ~,Il(l 
PlcSlllent and COllUClI respe~tively shall have reecived speci'll 
()lders from the said United Company," and most wantmg to 
theIl' employers had they .. so slumbered on their interests as to 
let pass by unregarded thls o\~portunity, perhaps tho only one tll,lt 
m,ty Ch'r olfer, of estabhshing the Company's affulls on the west 
uk Inaiu on the footing they ha.ve so long sought to pl.lee them. 
To h.lye hesit.\ted closmg with the Pesnwa would in effect have 
Let n the snme ns a plam refu~a.l. For, in the Bltuatioll he then 
\\.J~, the Peshw4 must certainly have J1.ad recourse to other asoist
U1H'P And from the respectable footing i-u which the btl'! lIlcrcuse 
of thClr nlllttar) and the tot,tl change of government has placed 
titeln. It would most probably hal"e been to the Portugueso who 
\\ ouM gl.Jdly have chetished a stroke of fortune so unexpectcJ.ly 
co"op,;f.Jting III the very viewil to which all thOlr late expens<'s and 
arr,mgelllents have solely tendell, namely, the l'ecovel'y of the 
pi OVInces of the north, the grand object of their interest anl h()noul' 
c\"er since the capture of them in 1739 by Chimn.'tJI Appa. This 
they would certainly have now obtained hacl.,1t not been for an 
interference equally tImely and fortunate for tho Honourahle 
Company. 

Otlter strong inducements wer~ not waI1't.ing to the Bombay Gov
ctlllnent to t.!ke the part they dId. The reduction of Slihietto 
"Ithout the consent of either party of the d1aratluis rendered It 
llc('(j~sary to Side with one, in order to procure a degree of tItle to 
the possession and to prevent the disagl'e¥ahle alternative'of cither 
I'ndd,ngcrlDg the safety of the settlement by relinqui~hmg this 
cun'Iuest, or of sust<1inmg at some period a general war. With the 
t:.Ol1lumed Maratha force:; .A. dl'ijl attention to the safety u'nd 
trJ.11111l11hty of the Company's posseSSIOns in the east of Hindust..tn 
wa, al~o no small motIve in these engagements. It was judged 
that bhoul,l the succes~ of the confederates at POOnt!. end in tho 
total depn'lsioll of Raghoba, and once give them leisure to advelt 
t,) lither obJect~, the very first object that woq.ld stnkc theil' atteI1tioll 
\HJUlll be to emich themselve3 by the coUectron oCthe eha/dk in 
the Mme of their Sar/,aT. In t.his all parties among the Marat1;tas 
never fall to concur. I cannot pretend to say how far the Bengal 
lJlOvinces might bo endangorerJ. But from its vicinity thoro seems 
110 douM they would pay tho Karnatak a ViSIt. 'I'hey never want a 
pl'etence and the reduction of Tanjor had given great jealou~y at 
Poona, particularly to the Maratha chlefs to whose head the Raja. 
of Tanjor is related. For the'>e reasons the safety and tranquillIty 
of the Company's territories in the east would be longer insured by 
not fluffenng the ministerial confederacy to predomma.te, By the 
treaty with the Peshwl!. this great object is for ever acco!Dplibhed 
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as far as solemn engagmnentq can bind, anJ c(>uIJ circum.,t.anc(''1 
admit of a general assertion at this period our succes& in tlll'> pOlUt' 
might be still more perfect. Induced by these geneml mothe~ ih~ 
Government of Dombay concluded a tre.aty with tho VakIl of 
Raghoba. It was much to be wished that their resource'! in nI' n 
and money had been more adequate to this undertaking. 11ut 
trusting that the same sentiments wou1!l generally prl?vail of the 
pOQcyand utility of their engagements, the aid of the other Pre"j. 
dencies was not doubted. Accow.iingly sueh troop~ as cOllI,1 
possibly be spared embarked for Surat from whence they were to 
proceed to form a junction with tho"army of RIIghollu in tho 
IUanller that circumstances 011 theilt arrival migllt poil).t out to he 
most expedient. 

From the southward part of Bassein to t,he point of Clmul the 
bud forms a deep bay in which lie the islands of Salsette, Bomhay. 
l{aranja, Hog Island, Elephanta, and Canary (Kenel'Y)' Bombay ill 
situated about eight miles fra:n the continent and fol'lll'l the har-hour 
to which it gives its name. Salsetto, which lies north of DomllllY. 
is separated from it by a channel of . about ha.lf a mile broad, IS 

about twenty miles long and on an average about the snme in 
breadth. Its chkf produce is rice. The island is capable of much 
improvement, not being above two-thirds cultiyated and great part 
of it is also breached by the sea. The fort of Thana about the midd}" 
of the eastern side of the island commands a ford a l,le channel, 
dividing S6lsette froll~. the main. Karanja is a small island to the 
east of Bombay, fIJrming part of the east side of the hal bour. Its 
chief produce is also rice. It at present yields about Rs. 6000 a year 
and is capable of improvcmf!nt. Elepbanta is a small bland valued 
at auout Rs. SO{) a year.· Rog Is1l.nd at the top and Kenery at the 
mouth of the harbour are lIttle more than barren rocks. Except 
Kenery, which was not worth reducing, we have po&se:,&ion of ull 
these and hold r~gul,ar grants for them from the Peshwa. Bru.sein 
is a pemnsula formed by.a large river on the north, l,y the sea 011 

the west, and by a large river which divides it from S:tlsette and to 
which i; gives it.s name on the south. A. cross rh'ulet or back 
water wltich fills during the rains makes the peninsula an ihla.ntl 
during the greater part of the year. Bassein produces rice, u}ll.ny 
fruits, and particularly fine sugarcane, and it has nn extensive fort 
on the south, commanding the river. The district of Basscin extends 
north to Balda.-P4rdi (that is Pardi about ten mIlf's south of 
Balsar) withip 8 /W8 oll'twelve miles of Daman, including 'l'lbftpur 
Mahim ..•• Amala and other towns-situated on rivers flowing from 
the Gh6.<tll. We hold the sanad-~ for Bassein and its districts. But. 
as we had not sufficient force to reduce them after the departme 
of our troops to the northward, and.as the conducting the l't'shwa 
to Poona was the great object which was to ensure us the peacellble 
attainment of these places, it was not thou~ht prudent to delay 
or diminish our force by their previous reduction. The Bassein 
districts are not therefore as you imagined in our possession. They 
are still in the hands of the ministerial party. 

Those acquisitions to the south of Surat form with Bombny a 
continued chain about 86 miles from north to south. Two Mditwoal 
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battalions of sepoys will, I imagine, be sufficient to maintain the 
nl'ceS1--lIlY post.~, which ueing called III on any apprehemlloDs from 
the French will be a cODsldelable reinforcement to the standing 
army of BOlllbav. FlOm Bll.sseill to D:thauu and the nVelS comes 
grt'~t part of the timber mdispem;auly necessary for the ships. 
The revenue of Sahette with Bas'5ein and its dish'iets is estimated 
at Hs 7! Mkh~. Under 0).11' government they will, I doubt not, in a 
iew yea! '" produce at least teu i&khs 1 

I U addre~.ing the Director~ 8n the refusal of the Governor General 
to applove the treaty WitJI Raghoba, Mr. \V. 'fayler on the 20th 
Jauua\y 1776 wrote: I cannot help again lamenting that the 
Go\'ernor General and Councll.would neither pel111it the Government 
of Bombay to proceed in their engagements with Raghoba, nor 
l'utrmt to them the accommodation they had determined on. In 
either case I can confidently assert that at thiS hour you would have 
l)eell in qmet possessIOn of an increased revenue of 22 hikhs with 
.~ll the ad," d.ntages set forth in my first' address to this Go\'ernment; 
affairs would have been in tranquillity in-the west of India, and 
yeur commercial concerns proce-ecling in their usual channel. 
In~tead of this you may perceive the uncertainty of your political 
situJ,tlOn in Bombay and the probabilIty there IS of being either 
fMther emblOiled 111 mIlitary operations, or of making ~oncessiolls 
equally incou.,i.,tent with your interest and honour. I learn by 
pi 1 \ ate accounts that the vend of your woollens and staples is 
totally at a stand, as, contrary to their a&,reement with the 
GO\ ernmcnt of Bombay, the ministerialists do not suffer the 
l1lerchant~ to come down to trade. FroJU this cause this season bid~ 
f,tir to he a very unfortunate one for private merchants. Should 
the next produce another scene of hostilities, as the stoppage of 
tl ade wuul,} of cour.,e continue, I am afraid many now opUlent 
mClchants of Bombay and Surat would be reduced to infinite 
(listre8S, besides a very considerable loss that must ensue 4> you by 
the failure of cUf>toms.2 

On the 10th June 1776 the Board signed a letter to the Resident 
at K.ald.nja 111 whIch they advised, him that in consequence of? a 
IPff'rence to the Governor Gencral and Council by the late treaty, 
they had determined that the blands of S:tlsette, KaranJa, Hog and 
Elepbanta should remain for ever in possession of the Honourable 
Company. '1'hey therefore directed that this circumstance should 
be made known to the inhabitants in th,tl most publIc ma'llner 
ana acquainted him of the standing orders they had 'e~tablished in 
their COIlSultation of the 15th ultimo.s 

In 1776 the Court write (5.th April) to the Bombay Government: 
Smce it becomes you continUl~ly to have a vigilant eye upon such 
powers as from their situation and disposition may at any time 

.' Letter from Mr 'Vdham 'l'aylerto the Hon. Mt Warren Hastmgs Governor General 
of IndlBo, Calcutta Oth Oct 1775, Secret and Pohtlcal DlBol·:r 16 of 1775,502· 621. 
FOIT<,.t'. M""atha Serle., I. Pt. II. 248·268; Blst. Acct. of Bombay (1781), 2. 10. 

, Lett,.,. from :orr W,II18111 Tayler to the Court, Calcutta 20th Jan. 1776, Seoret lind 
l'ulihral DIarY 17 of 1776, 250·251. 

I Bom Gov. Con&UI~tlOn lOth June 1776, Pub. Dmry 70 of 1776, G23. 
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affect our in-terest" we tlUst that a due &ell~e of your dut,y ll,ts 
always directed and will still continue to dir~ct YOll Itcc,liully t.)· 
oly,erve the public procecuillg~ of the stlltc~ Ilmuwl Y"u, Whl tlv::\' 
Na.tivP'l or EuropellIls, and to endeavour to (lcvclopc cv(;"ry ll\('Clllll'l.

tion that may be formmg ngrull!it Ui rellectiJf~ vIl tllLl \ 1'1 Y 
important station in which you are pla,eed n.H guar,lian:; oi till;) 

cOlllmerei.1il1nd political rig-hts of the Eqgli"h mtlOn in those pa,rl.~ 
cOlOlllitted to your gO\ ernl1l('nt.1 -

• SOIne months later, 1st Decembf'1lJ 177G, tIle following memorial 
frolll the European and country 1lJerch",nt~ ot &mlmy WttS adJr(;,s~(',\ 
to the President and Conncll: Your 'Hellloria.li,~t.':I Lpg 1('11\ e it) 

rCpIC'lent to your Honour the mcla.ntholy state to which the tr,.(l" 
of tlle islnnd is now T(·u.uce<l. Your 11ll'fllOrialbts an.l otlH.m< have 
mtlny lAkhs of rupees of goods now in \\ Ulchouse totally uUi.>tllwlble 
and have been so for mOle than a twelvemollth P:JJ-t. This IUiU()lH 

f-Latc of ntfalff! is occasioned lJy the entire stop put to all eOtnllluui. 
cation between this island aWilt the l\laratha country by the pre<cut 
guvernment at Poona. Your mefllOllallsts have for llHLlly ltlOntll'~ 
pa~t flattered themseh"cs thnt the rommunicatiou \Vouhl llli\'{' belH 
plOperly opened in consequence of the late Treaty of ])l'l1Ce.2 '1'0 
their l-,-rreat dibappomtmcllt and heavy lObS they find the ilJlpcdl" 
mellttl to the sale of every kind of gOOd9 fur great\'l" tllll.ll IJeforo 
the cessation of arms was proclaimed. Previous to that c~'cnt the 

\1'[lQ!!!!.~ _ ment stood so lUuch in awe of tlHl Engh&h powlr a~ 
to -permit th 'r VanJara~ and merchants to.carry away g??,h from 
Bombay. Sine that perl?d they have forbldd~n the V,!1DJara.'1 nnd 
others to have y _~lJ.R~mteroourse With the ElIgh'5h, 1101' 

Wlll they suffer English ~oo& to pa'ls theiitJiizf1kis--without paying' 
such heavy duties as amount to a prohibition. In thi,'f alarming 
Situation your memorialists do most earnestly entreat your HOllour 
will be pleased to make such applications to the Poona government 
as may induce tItem to open the communication, agrec,lhle to tlle 
tCllor or the treaty of peace, and to encourage that free trauo 
between this hland and the Maratha country, which it has ever 
before elljoyed. Your memorialists doubt not your lionour wiJI 
take inta.your most serious comideration the adoptin~ such mean'! 
tl..'I may prove speedy and effectual, as they are sen')iLle it mU>Jt be 
~triking to you that should the same impediments continue hilt 
for a twelvemonth longer, the trade of thls once tlouri"hing if,Jand 
must be lost for years to come, to the ,'cry great detriment of tho 
Company, antt to the botal ruin of many indiViduals.a 

On receipt of the above membtial the Board obflerve (lith 
DecembCr 1776) : A memorial is now delivered in by the princip(l.l 
European and country merchants representing in the most affecting 
terms the melancholy state to whiclfthe trade of this settIen;.ent ilS 

I Court. to Dombay 5th April. 1776 pam. 35, l'ub Dep. CQurt's L. Vb]. II of 177~-
1777, !17l. • 

t See tooret and Political Diary 17A of 1716, 642.641 and Forrest'. llar~tha fortes, t.; rt. II. 277 -280, 284. - ~ 
, Memorial from the Europe&!} and. country mcrclll1ntl of BomlnLy. 1st D~. 1716'1 

l'~b. Dwy 1() of 1776, 896-8118. . • 
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reducerl owing to the almost total stoppage of commun1cation with 
the ~lar"tha country by tl,e present POOlll1 gov('rnment, I1wl 

rl'llu('.',tin~ our srt·eely illtetference to endeavour to remedy this 
~Ialmillg: evil which threatens rnm to so many individual,;;. Being' 
t!l\Irou~hly sen ... i~e of the justice of \Vh.lot is set forth in this U1l'mo
ria!, anll \\'t·ll ('(lnvinc~d of the uestlUcti\'e consequences which 
lIHht ensne if thi~ obstruction to our trade is not soon reUlo\'ed, of 
"Inch th~ Honourable Cdmpany will likewise severely feel the 
CITeds 111 theIr b.'l.h's and cu"tOIll';, it is rCRolve,] immedintely to se'lLl 
a copy of thi'5 memorial to Colonel Upton and to recommend tll 
tim in Llle Rtrongest tel"lI!R to insist upon the Poolla government 
instantly giving the most effectual Olders for opening tIle comrnu
nic:,bon and in the same free allll unlimited manner as before tbe war. 
It i-; ordcl'cd likewi:,e that a copy thereof be !;cnt to the Governor 
Gl'lH'ml awl Council with our next advices and that it be represeflteJ 
J,ow incon~i5t~ut this conduct of the mini:.ters is with t11eir profe,,
sion'! of amity and good inclination tofurds the English and how 
contraly to the true f.pirit and mcaning of the late treaty.! 

OIl the 4-th July 1//7 the Court of Directors write to Bombay: 
,rp hercwith traJ15Ullt the copy of a memorial very lately recei\'ed 
fIIIlll one of HIS .JLljesty's Prmcipal Secretaties of State respecting 
n fUr/lml corupI.tint that had been maJe to the British Alllbassauor 
at the Ottoman Porte against a trade canied on to Suez in the ncd 
S~3. by beverc11 persons residing in India. under our protedion. 
Hc1\ jog also Icceiveu private intelligence that several vessels ate 
now in Suez and others expected from India, which have imported 
amI will impOlt yery con~ide ... able Iluantities of piece-goods aml 
other valuable (oUlIDoditic<;, the prouut'tl and manufacture of I.ndia, 
for which we ale informed a return is InaJe in merchandise, we 
cannot but be juotly alarmed at a trade of this nature which in it~ 
comcquence,~ may not only involve the British nation in disputes 
with tbe SublIme POtte but be highly prejudIcial to the tradt; of 
thQ Enst Inllia Company bere. 'Ye ht1,.ve ther~fore taken this 
lllaLier into our llJo.'>t seriou'! consideration, amI we do hercby 
T'0,>itively prohiLlt aU British sultiects in India, wbether ~ployell 
11\ our service or remaining there u.nuer our license, fraU! tradihg 
in the TIOO Sea to any other ports than JiJda and Mokha. You am 
to signify in the most public tn"nner at your presidency, that if 
Ilny Brith.,h subjects as before mentioned shall act in VIolation of 
our oruets, they will not only incur our highest displeasure, .b1!~ as 
such orders will be communicated lIy U'I 41 the Kmg's 1I1lmsters 
here and by them most likely tQ the British Ambass8.dor at Con
stantinople, it is more than probable that whatever cargoes-may 1e 
henceforward sent from lnilia and imported at Suez. will be 
immediately confhcated. At .,the same time w.e shall take every 
step that the'Compauy may be secured in the privilege of passing 
the de'lpatches under tlleir seal to and from the East Indies by tho 
way of Suez) and that all ves'lCls conveying such despatches and 
f'lrni"heJ with the Company's passport, b~ suffered to enter that 

I BomfOov. Cvnsultation 11th Dec. 1776, Pub. DlliI'J 70 of 1770, 887·888. 
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port and remain tIl ere without molestation, provideu they lutVl' 
no ~oous or merchandise on board for carrying Qn any killtlllf. 
traffic. It" ill be therefore lleceRsary for you illllllediatdy t,o) 
signify the same to the commanders and officers of lIuch H'''M'l~ 
respectively, and, we hereby direct that you take effectual mean~ to 
prevent the shipping of any goods or merchandise thereon} 

On the 4th July 1777 to limit the independent action of the 
President the Court ordered: The business to be tlausl1ctcd with 
the country powers must be done by~ the Boru:d, and the oplDion of 
the majority is to he adhered to in all cac;es. They continue: 'l'he 
correspondence with the country powe):s is to he carried on in the 
name of the Chief a~one. But no le~ter is to be sent away hy lllUl 

until approved by the Board, and the answers as well as all letters 
that may be receiveu from the country powers are to be laid 
immediately before the Board.2 

At a Consultation of the Select Committee, the 7th May 1777, the' 
Committee observe: As th<'t proceedings of the French with the 
Poona government nU1y be attended WIth the most serioul:I conf.e
quences to the interest of the Honourable Company, it is orllf'retl 
that immediate advice thereof according to the intelligence wc IU1\'e 
received be transmitted to England and to the Governor General 
and Council. Resolved also that the same intelligence he commu
nicated to the Commanuer-in-Chief of His Majesty's ships, and that 
he be requested to brmg round the squadron as early as he pOSilll,!y 
can, as we think their appearance here cannot fail baving a gontl 
effect on the conduct of the Poona government and may posslhly 
deter the French from attem,.pts which the pre&ent very weak state 
of our military establishment might otherwise tempt them to 
undertake. We cannot but he equally alarmE'd with the pJO.~pect 
however remote of the French obtaining an establishment at Chanl 
or any other port so immediately in our neighbourhood. Should 
this prove to be ~onsieux: St. Lubem's scheme the bad con;,equeuw, 
of his success cannot hOi too much dreaded. Great injury to thc 
commerce of Great Britain and inevitable ruin to the trade of thi., 
setUeme:s.t would be the first and certain effects, exclusive of the 
advantages such an establishment would afford in case of a natlOIJW 
war. _M uoh therefore, in OUT opinion, shoulll be hazarded to subwrt 
their scheme, whether on further intelligence it shonld prove to be 
directed to views of commerce only or to the forming a treaty of 
allilllnce with the Poona government. Circumstanced as we me we 
must wait fOJ; instructions from the Governor General aJld Council 
and in the meantime it is agreed to e1irect Mr. Mo&tyn to expnstull'tto 
with fifo ministers 'on the impropriety of the~l' giving such an 
encouragement to tIle French, our natural enemIes, after the peace 
so lately concluded by Colonel Upton, and to demand from t}lCm' 
the nature and design of their negotiation with Monsieur St. Lu bein. 

1 Court to Bombay 4th July 1777 para 63, Pub Dep, Court', L. Vol 9 of l1i2.1777, 
S61·3b2, Compo of Standing Ord. VoL II of 17511-1788, 293. 

2 Court to BOnillay 4th July 1777 paras 38 and 3<1, Pub. Dc!, C'ow1;'s L. Vol 0 uf 
1772-1777, 351. Compo of ::>tandwg Or.I. Vol. 2 of 1759 -1788, l!lll. -
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We think it will be Illso proper to instruct Mr. Mostyn to endeavour 
to excite their jealouilY of the French by representing the amLitiou'i 
\ iews find encroaching disposition of that nation and their nttllch
lllcnt and engagements to llaidar Ali, and, at the smme tilUc, to 
make It IllS study himself to pleSCl'Ve the most amicable interCOIlf:'lO 
with the Darbar. The dangers which may be apprehended from 
the intl'igues of the Frelwh at the HarMr and their settIinO' sa 
near us, and the present very weak state of our military fOlce Il~ust 
bt pointed. out to the Governor General and Council, antlit must 
l..!'subIllitted to them how far it is expedIent to let us remain any 
lonc;er ill our present defenceless stato while tho FI'cnch aro 
continually sendmg ships ta th~ caast.! 

In agrt·cment with this decision the following letter. datell 
DOlllbay lOth ~{ay 1777, was addressed to the Governor Genelal 
and Councu at Fort WIlliam: Having lately rE'ceivl'd from 
],11. Mostyn some very alarming accounts of the proceellings of 
th,: French with the Poona governrueiit, we thillk it our special 
duty to lo~e no time in transmitting you..eopie.'S of his letters, that 
you m!ty take what measures you may judge proper for guardlllg 
ngainst the bad consequences which must ensue from too close 
a connectIOn between those powers If the French succeed In 

obtamilJ,! the. port of Chaul, or any other pnrt so immediately in 
our neighLourhood, it will totally luin the Company's tbl.ue at thiq 
settlement and materially injure the commerce of GI'eat Bl'itaill, 
exclu~ive of the advantage such an establishmentwoulJafford t1lpm 
in ca~e of a national war. Much therefore in Oui' opinion ought to 
l,e hltZt1Hled to subvert their scheme, whether on further intelligenco 
it ~houhl prove to be cDrected to views ot trn.de only or fo tho forming 
a treaty of alliance with the Poanll. government. We have- only 
e<lmIdcl\~ll ourselves authori.,ed to direct Mr. Mostyn to expostulatu 
v. ith the ministers on the impropriety of their g'lVing encourage
ment to our natural enemies after the peace so latoly concluded by 
Colonel Upton and to demand from them the nature aud de"ign of 
J\foJl~ieur St. Lu1ein's deputatIOn. We ha\ 0 also imtructed 
Mr MOi>tyn to endeavour to eXCIte their jealousy lly l'epresentlll" 
the (Uu1iti,m'l views Md encro<l,ching dispo"ltlOn of the na/;lOlI, all~ 
theil' attaclllnent to HaiJar Ali, and at the same time to m.\lke it 
hi'! i>tutly himself to pre~ervo the mOf:.t amicable COIrcsponuence 
WIth the Darhar. Mr. lII.E>styn Will by our dIrectIOn continue to 
kcpp you constantly and fully advised of such of their proeeediJlgli 
aH lllay come to hi'! knowl(>dge. 'Whilst we l,ave aucl\ rea'lons for 
Su~piclOn of the deSigns of thil French we beg leave to submIt to 
your judgment how far it is expedient we should remajn~ in OU1' 
prebent defenceless state. The enclosed return will show you the 
great dIminution of our European corps and until the dispute with 
America is subsided we have no reason to expect any considerable 
recruit from England. At any rate it is good to he, prepared 
a~aim>t every event, and the appearance of a respectable fOl'ee WIll 

I Bom Gov. Sele, t Committee's Consultation, 7th May 1777, Feerot and Political 
n'~ly 18 of 1277.81.83. 
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at least have a good 'effect on the conduct of the Poona governuJCot; 
and ffill;y deter the French from designs .whic~ our weakne:-.s might 
otherWIse tempt them to undertake. From th.e same tnotin'fI 
I1n(l as they have had .lately several ships of force upon this COIL'>~ 
we.hayc applied to Sir Ed,ward Hughes Or his successor in command, 
to ~!il1g round His Majesty's. squaclrOIl to Bombay as early as ho 
possIbly can, l 

On the 19th. 1\Iay 1777' ~Ir. :Mostyn writes from Poona. to tlle 
President and Members of the Sel~t Committee at Blffilbay: OTt 
the 8th instant at his audience of the PeE.hwa, at which the principal 
ministers were present, the Cheyalie'l' St. Lubein .delivered hi~ 
credentials, being letters from the ~ing and Ministers 'of France, 
and made a present. I cannot help observing the difference of his 
reception and mine on this occasion. Sakbarllm Bapu antI Nana 
}'adnis going without the tent walls tIY receive him as he a1ighted 
from an elephant the Darbar had supplied him, and introflucing 
him into the DarMr, while they only sent !Itidhavrao Jadhavrno 
and Bapu Pant to receive and introduce me. Indeed, in c\er): 
respect, the ministers pay the greatest attention to the French. 
Your Honour may depend on my continuing to exert my endeavours' 
not '"only to penetrate into the true object of Mons. St. Lubein's: 
deputation, but also to prevent his carrying' an,Y; schemes into' 
execution to the prejudice of my Honourahle 1<.:mployers. His reaf 
view is undonbtedly to obtain a port on the coast in the Manltha 
dominions (md a factory at Poona. In seyeral converllations I have' 
had with the mini.eters, I have always endeavoured to excite Ule' 
jealousy of the Darbar by representing ,to them the ambitious 
disrrositioll o~ the French: So 'long sinea as the bth AprIl I 
represented to Madhavrao Jadhavrao, one of the people appointed 
by the ministers t.o tl'ansact oUr business ,,:ith the DUl'M:r, Lilt( 
impropriety of their permitting thel French to send an amba'3Sauotl 
to this Dal'bar. That I doubted if they considered the ill consequences 
which lfiight' attend thil1 conduct. That I wus well a"sul'ed the 
French :had not only this year sounded the harbours of Kohiba and' 
Chaul,.h.ut last year that of Gheria. Tbis, in my opinion, notwjth~' 
st'll.llding.any professions of fri~ndships they might make, clearlY. 
p<Jinted out their views to be on one of those ports. I desired hini 
to make a proper representation of the matter to the Darhar,' thn.t 
tl~ey might not hereafter blame us for failing to give them a timely, 
caution. I at the same time mentioned to Madhavrao the connectioq 
between the French aud Haidul'.$' ' 
~ - . - ' ~ 

,At a Consultation of thti Select Committee, the lOth October 1777, 
the' Pl'~sideDt the Honourable Mr. Hornby reaa the following 
minute Qn the present situation of Maratha. affairs: It is obvious 
that all ~he country aujacent to Bombay derives an' additiona.l 
valu,e from its. situation adjoining td a capital city., Among'the 
! 

1 (rhe Govel'llOr' and CouneU at Bombay to th~ Gove;ool' GenCl1ll and Cuunct!-at' FQ"~ 
W,lham, dated Bomba.y 10th May }777. I::ecret and PolLtical D1Aly 18 of 1777~ 84, 8S. 
Forre.t'. M ar .. tba ~eJ:les, I. Pt. II. 22& • , ' • , , 

~ .130m. Qo" f:'eleot ,(Jom)n~ttee's, DIary 28r<l Ma)' '1777, Secret- I\lld follt.tc-.io\ 
DIary ~8,or F77, 00· 91. Fon"'~~s Ml'rAtha Ser1.es, I. :Pt. It. 288 .251), • j 
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inhabitants of Bombay are many men of considerable property 
clthel' them~clves traders, or concerned in smue of tho~e OCCUp,\tlons 
to which a large import and export tl'ade gives rise. '1'he llumlmr 
of Christlltns Musalmans and Parsis who are not restrained to the 
ab"temiousness of'the Hiudtl is 18.l~. Besides those there is an 
European g"rl'lSOn, many families, a. fleet of EUl'ope,\n seamon, :tll.1 
!1 151 eat lesort of shipping. These circumstances combmo to create 
in BJlub'lY a bri~k demand'for the neeesc;aries of life, fOl" nil which 
Bomb.lY must entirely depend pn the neighbouring countlY which 
prouuces only a little rice and some cocoanuts. It iii this Bombay 
Jem,1llJ which increases th1l value not only of all. lands. of the 
Mad.this immediately contiguqU'l. to Bomb.1Y, but for a considerablo 
distance round it. '1'he late disturbances prove this, for when thu 
zllmindttrs demanded their .rents the rayats pleaded the impossibility 
of paying, for want of a vend for the proJuce of their farms, and 
thmr distress wa.., so evident that the Governor of Bussein permitted 
several boats to come to Bombay thoug\! under stringent orders to 
the contrary. 'I'he Mal·J.thas know that..-if the English should 
uccome possessed of Ba~sein, its territory, together with Sdlsette 
lUll KaranJa, might with due manaCl'ement be made to produce 
sllfficlCnt for all the pnrposes of Bombay," therefore Ly alienating 
land", contIguous to it they not only give up so much actual revenue, 
Lut le,~sen the i"alue of what rema.ins, as, no doubt, if their own are 
I>utficlent, the English will give every encouragement to importR 
flom their own in order to induce industry and CUltivation and there
hy lIlcrea.,e their rents. Besides these economical ,considerations the 
Mani.tbl\s have political teasonsof muchgreaterforce. When(1737) 
the ,lestruction of the Yoghal Empire by.the inva')ion of NSJir Shah 
t'Jlllpted the Marathas to issue flom their hills and establish thelU
selves by conquest, the policy of BajirM naturally suggested to 
him first to seeure him')elf on the west. • This he did by the 
reuuction of GUJar.lt, the Konkan, and other districts they still 
po~es.s. It was their perfect security on the wes .. of Iu~'ia that 
con tributer 1 to render the Marathas so long the scourge and dread 
of the east. EvelY sepoy eouid with safety join their army, and 
procc.ed to the desol.1tion of other cOllntl'1es, while every thing they 
held dear and sacred l'ema.ined secure and unapprehensive At home. 
:For a considerable time after the Marath,ts had establbhed their 
e.mpile, the Engli'>h resided ill India merery as merchants. In that 
ltght alone the Marathas regarded the En"'lish.' But when the 
Ma~athas beheld the English -p()sses~ed of lar~e territories forme'l'ly 
l>ubJeet to a cbutlt, and conl1ec~ed with powers, wbQ,' guarded by 
th~ English alliance refu~e.l also to pay, and even repelled ¥aratba 
iuva'>lOllS by force, they plainly foresaw that either they must 
entirely rehllquish all thoughts,of chauth, or at some period expect 
to be embrOiled with the English. From the opeh situation of the 
English territories on the east of Hindustan, the MaratMs possess 
in Its full force the advantaCl'e of ravaging with large bodies of 
horse knowing the difficulty to the EnCl'llo~h of entering the Maratha, 
country WIth an army from that side, ~nd that a large part of the 
E~li.y~ forces mllst always be· kept at home for the defence of 
theu own exposed po~:;cs:;ions, the annual collections of which form 
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the great; resources of the Company. The M:aratllll.<; are little 
apprehensive (If lllo1m,taiion from the eastward. It is from tbe! 
west alone that a check C<1n be put on }Ial'litha. incursions. If once 
a formidable power was establIshed on their west connecte..l wit.h 
the Company's interebts in the east, the Poona DarMr must llkl 
allieu to all thoughts of farther inroads into Bengal. '[he {orres 
which would be -requisite would be but pardy sufficient to defend 
their own possessions. They could not with prudence issue to the 
plunder of other countries, while t.\leir own houses and famtlies, 
and the collected riches acquired by former invasions, lay su1{jeet 
to the retaliation of a great western power. In its present situation 
the Bomhay Presidency is_ by no means an object of alarm. 'l'ho 
troops which could be spared frdm the defence of tho beveral 
garrisons could amount 'to no ,'ery cOIlsiderable force, and in it .. 
nnconnccted state the most they could effect would he to ravage the 
Konkan on which the Marathas ha.ve bUh a small dependence, On 
the east the Ghats forID a blJ-rrier preventing the approa.ch ,of the 
English to Poona. ![he triffmgefIects of the Bombay troop.:i woultl 
then by no means be adequate to the different ills the Company must; 
sustain by hostilities with the MaratMs. Therefore whatever might; 
happen with the English in the east of Hindustan. the ManttMs 
trusted their own interests would keep the English quiet in the west. 
FOl,these reasous the Poona DarMr has evel'guarded with a watchful 
eye against the most minute aceessioo of territory on the Bombay 
aide, rightly judging that without an adequate revenue to defl ay th" 
oharge of it the Company would never maintain any respec~ablo 
force there merely fOJ,' a contingent oC{lasion. We ha,e always 
founu the MaratMs most .particularly careful to prevent such 
accession adjacent to BC1Illbay, partly for the economical reasons 
Lefore assigned, partly because by affo~'ding Bombay an ample 
supply of prQvisions, ,such possessions would avel tone o.f those 
dlstl'esses, to which hostilit~es would subject Bombay. Frolu the 
l'lvel'S agjac,ent ttl Bassein is brQught great part of the timber for 
Bombay marine and other works, whicht,by preventing the repairs 
of shipping, strikes at the root of Bombay trade The irumedin,te 
tel!ritory"of Bassein being defellded on three sides by water, and on 
the fourth easily made impenetrable, the 1farathas, in case, of 
misunderstanding, could also lose the natural advantages they possess 
in an open country.of ravaging it with their horse. All the'!e, it mu~t 
be cOl;lfessed, were forcible motives with the minibters to withholU 
BaS4llein from the Company, 'Va theref01'e can never sufficiently 
regret that they did wlthhptd it, mqro especially as in tb~hC ceshions 
which probaWy Colonel Upton was taught to consider as an 
equival~nt for his acquiescence in relinquishmg this favoul'lte l?oint, 
it is clearly evid.ent that the ministers had as much in view the 
interests of their state as they had of clepri \ iug the Englibh of 
Bas!>ein.l The force of the MlU'!l.tha empire depends solely on the 
union of its constituent members. This union again depends solely 
ou the degree of effectual pow:r lodged in the Poona. government 

, 1 BOllt ~ov Select Commitwe's Consultation, 1Qth Oct. 1777. \i..ctet· Qud rvl,!k. 
D,ary 16 of 1777. lIi4-157. 
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Although by the dbsipation of their family treasure,' RnJ by tho 
lItltnral decrease of theil' provinces it woul.! requite a length of time 
l1utlmuch good ma.nagement to lestore the power of the Peshwa to 
that degree that is reqmsite for reunion of the force of the empire, 
Jet if "e were to reinstate Ragltoba to the unrestricted nghts of 
tit .. Peshwaship, and to support him, it would be laying the 
foundation of a power that luight in time he dangerous to ourselves. 
To prevent this, therefore,1t seems to me expedient that the Gaikwar. 
the Bhosle, Holkar, and SiJldi~ should of right under our guarantee 
l.e estabhshed in what they now in fact are, I mean they shoultl 
he cunfirmed in the indepen:lent possession of theIr several dominions, 
and these dommions should be rendered herrditary without any 
pretence of interference on thJ part of the Poona Dru bar. It se_ems 
to me so clearly the views and interests of the jagirdars to obtain 
this point, that I cannot think they would hesitate a moment to 
accede to any plan of accommodation founded on this ba"is, to 
\\ hlCh we were to be guru'antces, more especially as they must 
KIiOW that we also are much intereste~ to.- keep the powers of the 
Poona Darbar under due limitations, and would therefore rigidly 
mamtain the terms of the guarantee. The Brahmans woultl no 
doubt be averse from this mode of ,accommodation, But if once 
we can gain .over the jagirdlirs; the Brahmans must know their 
ol.'Jections would be frUItless, and they must be compelled to 
acquiesce, 

'1'he aJ,-antv.ges of such a settlenl'ent seem -to me too obvious 
to need much comment. It would resettle the "Maratha country 
without rpstoring the empire, To turn from fact to speCUlation 
I may venture to observe that as the characters and manners 
of ruen greatly depen.! on the goverrlment they live under, 
so when they find it will answer no purpose to commit their former 
depredat1Ons, the Marathas may be converted from a destructive 
life of indolent marauding to cultivation and the other arts of 
peace. 'l'his by increasing the Maratha tJopulation woulci greatly 
increase the staple tlnde of Great Britain, the dIfferent artIcles of 
\\ hich are necessaries of life to them. It would also tend to enrich 
the provinces of Bengal by II. consumption of many of it~' manu~ac· 
tures, the vend for which is totally gone to decay in these last ten 
or fifteen years during which their f~ud'l have subsisted with 
yiolence Whatever may be determined with respect to this general 
plan, I would by no meam neglect the third point which is to form 
an effectual check frOJa the Bombay side, on the Poona DarLar, 
should any future conCUlTenctl of circuIIlStaq.Ct1S give' us apprehen. 
8ion~ from them.1 

, On the 7th December 1777 the Governor and Council at Bombay 
wrote to the Governor Gftnelal and Council at Fort William: We 
nrc much pleabed to find that onr letter of the 10~h of May has 
c.\cited your attention to the state 6f our forces. Our establislnnent 
as la&t settled by the Company coniJlst~ of one battalion of artillery 

1 B<Jm. Gov. Select Committee's Diary, -10th Oct. 1777. Secr~t and Politlcal 
DU1111t! II! 1777, 168 170. • 
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Dr four companies, two lSattl1holll'l of European infantry, six battHlion.! 
of sepoy-s, arid a corps of 500 sepoy marines for the set" ire of 011r' 
cruizers, Since our late acquisitiom it 1S become very neCt!8S,t/ y, 
and we haveaccoruingly recommenoed it to the Compaoy to augment 
our European corps. The enclosed general l'etUl'u will shew the 
thsposition of this force and how greatly deficient the Europeau 
battalions are of their proper complement. which" c_ have no me!tIls 
or prospect of completing, Notwithstanding we gh'o eyery 
cncQurag-ement it is very difficult to raise good sepoys on this ('oa.~t. 
Wilen any occasion may make it exPedient to augment our forces, 
it will require so much time to rais<l anu uiscipline a further 
number of !>Bpoys so as in the least degree to be consiJered cifect,iyc 
,hoops, that it will be much better til, every respect to seud Ull a. 
romforccment of disciplined sepoys if Europeans cannot be spared. 
Such being the state of our £Ol'ces, you will readily comprehend our 
inabIlity to co-operate, with the other Presidencies in c<tse of Itn 
attack upon either of them, and that in the event of an European 
war, the safety of this place ~an no othel'wise be secure.l than by 
having a superior fleet, or a proper garrison in actual reamnebs to. 
repel an enemy. 'l'hat this our present force is by no means c(1'1111 
to we can h\l.ve no doubt. In case of a national war WIth tho 
French, from the excellence of the harbour and the convenience or 
the docks, Bombay would be the first object of their attcmpts in 
Iudia. The arrival of the l!'rench fleet off the port in the month of 
August or September, beinO' the best season for a quick run from 
the islands, mIght probably bring us the first notice of their inten. 
tions and neither give us time to receive succoul'S flam such a 
di"tance as Bengal and Madr&s, nor for any diversion to be- mada 
in our favour. ,Yo have thus according to our duty and your 
ua'3ire laid before you a statement of our military force, a11(1 of our 
means of defence, It will rest with you, gentlemen, to put into OUl'! 

bands resources equal to our exigencies, and to the importancel of 
the Company's p<Jllsessions in tllls quarter. l 

In addition to fears of the French and troubles with the lIIar,t· 
thlis the records of this time contain references to scbemes ~('1} 
iroprovin~ SaIsette by damming out the sea. from the low I'fl:.! 
lands and~y encouraging the settlement of Parsi families. 011 the 
20th January 1'778 Captain D. Spaeth made the following })roposal'1 
far a large reclamation near Ghodbandar: In obedience to an order 
received some time past, directing me to survey and estimato the 
expeflse of dammmg a plece of ground which Rangaji Ramset, tlH~ 
present farme~ of Ghodbandar and Ka.~lu proposed to enclose. and 
likewise to point out what quantity of ground wou1J. be ren(lt>red 
useful for cultIvation in consequence of such a dam being mal1e, 
the accompanying plan is submitted. I hl1ve at the same time 
madE} and annexed a project with an estimate of the expense that 
WIll be attended by constructing a dam f)( masonry aclOSS 
the creek with a sluice that it may I'emain navigable 8S it now i'!. 

1, Uomhay Govornment to the Goverl}of GeMTal and Council llt Jl'ort 'Wllham 7th. 
D~c, 1777, Secret antI PolJtu: .. l Diarl1S of 17J7. 226· 228. 
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By this estimate the expense may at first seem consitlerll,l.le, but the 
'advantaoe that would. accrue by it will very soon indenlllify that 
expen~e 0 as will appear. A square piece of ground that lllea~ures 
twenty rod each way (country measure) the rod being eight feet 
nme lllches long;, will produce, when good arable soil, two 11101'(/118 

1 latty. '1'his area of ground contains 34,03 square yards. The new 
dam will enclose ground to the following extent from the back part 
of GhodLandar hill till close to Mirah village and thence westward 
no; far as the dam marked in the plltIl Mon-plaisir. ScV('ral cvn
sHleraLle encroachments of good ground on the east side of Bh,'(yndar 
phtin will be legained. F .. <\stwrud the ground which the bpring
tides lay waste extends in one phwe to the very foot of the hill" 
and in 5cveral other places letJ.ves but a narrow space cultivaLlc 
aloll'" the chain of these hills. '1'ho ground that will be actually 
encl~ed by the new dam will at the lem,t computation amount to 
;) ,080,000 square yards. Supposing as aforenwntioned that 3 t03 
f.quare yards yield two rnol'ahs of battry, then the prOduct of the 
whule will bling 298G '/Ilorahs. Adni'ittmg that half this sum tie 
deducted to make allowance for the dIfferent'channels of the creek 
an.l the part of Ghodbandar which requires a. time of several years 
before it can be rendmed cultivable, there remain 1493 'TIlorahs that 
by the improvement of thIS district in makmg the proposed dam 
will be acquired, Exclusive of this much will be gained by actual 
batty fields which are yearly overflown in some parts or other by 
accI.lents occa~iolled by the breaking in of dams, and wherever that 
happens those batty fielth that are overflowetl for one spring are 
rendered uselc'ls for that season. Another consideratIOn IS that 
a great part of ground which at presont produces black batty will, 
when the inundatIOn is prevented, change> to whIte. The care and 
attention which the people must give every spring, especially on 
high spllng~, will be much eased when the new dam is perfected, a.''! 
it will then render upwards of 6! miles dam melessJ whicll now 
they are obliged to watch though too few in namber t() prevent 
acCidents when the tides i'un very high and when any part IS 

canICd away by the impetuoo;ity of the flood ann often rendel,'e(l 
impracticable to be repaired witpout great trouble arid lab.,u.'. 
Then they have recourse to a romedy which i<I by giving up a 
piece of ~rround to make a dam within and distant from the damage,} 
one "hich may be observed by the plan of the survey, by which 
means the inundation makes a gmdual progreliS whieh mllbt llanl 
much incn'ased &illCe the time of the Por;tuguese, and the water 
gallls force as It comes near. the cross dam that joine Kashi with 
Bhaynddr plain owing to its ground bemg three feet lowl'f in that 
part than it is by the banks of the river Another advantage 
which deo;erves to be noticed ~hat w~ll proceed from the new dam 
i~ thiJ,: lhe length of the road, from Ghoubandar to ,Bhaynclar post 
frc'luented in the'dry season is 4! miles. Whell tl)f.) dam is made 
that distance will be reduced to 2} miles, that. is, nearly half. 

-Consequently a rcciprocal assistance can be given much sooner to 
any or the two posts. -1 h8.\'e alraady observed that the banks or 
the nVCI' lie much higher than the ground nCar the cross dam which 
joins Ka~hi and Bhayndal' plain together. This proportion remains 

~ 

Chapter t, 
HistOlY· 

Gl",<lhantla, 
n.un no,\ 

UeCl/lmlttlOD, 
lii8. 



Cha.pter I. 

History. 
Chodbandar 

fum and 
Reclama.tion f 

li78. 

416 BOMBAY TOWN 

much the same with the inland part all along the river from 
Ghodbandar to DMravi. a. few places ouly ey.cepted. I think i~' 
therefore not practicable to effect. the entire exduoiou of the wattl' 
which now overflows nearly or perhaps the best half of that extcu-

- sh-e plain. Provided it be no difficult matter on the slue of VCSlh,\ 
to stop tbe inundation from thence, the most considel'll.ble or useful 
of the creeks might be secured with a lock which by its reservoir hM 
that pl'Operty that boats could go in or out without being subj(ct 
to the tides, The methou which the farmer means to pursue in 
making the dam and stopping up the creek will, I apprelwnd, be <;uch 
as will scarcely answer his own time. ~ When the land is ngain to 
pass into the Company's hands then the same operations to sccllt'e 
it perfectly which are now wanted will becollle necessary. He 
means to stop the creek by sinking two oiLl boats. Tlli's shoulJ 
serve only for the preplll'atory part and would very much faCliltate 
the perfecting of a good dam. Tbe j.llud dam across the inundated 
ground would be made agreeable to their wonted custom, which is 
by digging up the mud. close 'underneath where they form the dam. 
This d~tch they dig on the outside of the dam which weakens it so 
much that it is immediately subject to perpetual repairs. This 
method adds force to the water to act upon it with better success 
to destroy it again I, on the contrary, intend that the dam l>hould. 
be made mostly of ground taken from the heights on the b,tek of 
Ghodbandar hill. The mud used should be dug out in narrow 
trenches at distances and that from within the dam in a. pcrpen<li
cuIat' direction to it, not suffering their joining the dam by twice 
the breadth of its depth. Should it be thought proper tlH\t this 
work be executed on the Company's account, then the battery 011 

the southward close by Charni village, which was raiqed by the 
Marathas of square Dopgri cut stones not laid in chunam, wIlieh 
are in great nnmber. would serye to a very good purpm.e for the 
facing of the intended wall dam. 'The ball (wall) plank wllich 18 I 
believe ip the land paymaster's carpenter's yard, woulLl likeWise 
facilitate the making of the tempol'Ut;y dam across the creek 1 

At a Consultation, the 25th March 1778, the principal engineer'R 
rep&rt of the dam and sluice at Ghouhandar l)eing laiu before thl'Dl 
the Board' take it under consideration, together with Captltin 
Spaeth's letter and plan. It is unanimom.Iy agreed that carrying 
this wOlk into execution will be attended with much benefit to the 
Honourable Company. It is therefore re.solved to give orders for 
its b~ing immediately begun and completed with all expe.lition. 
The Board add: As it will be nece~sary to make some previous 
agreemenJ; with the farmer of Ghodbandar respecting the lands that 
will be recovered by means of this work, the Chlef anu factors at 
Thana must make the necessary settl~ment.!l After correspondence 
as the farmer refused to give more than one-eighth of the ad,mioDal 
outturn, Government decided (21st December 1778) to keepin their 
own hands the additional area made fit for cultivati"n.3 

1 Lett"r from Captain D. Spaeth to the P'Il.11dcllt, ThAna 20th Jan. 1 il>1, Pub. 
Diary 73 of 177S, 155-159. -- . • 

• &m. Gov. COllBultation 25th March 1~~8. Pub Diary 71 of 1718, 141. 
~ Born. GQV, Convultat\oD 2ht Dec. 1778, Pub. J)J.ary 7-1 of 1118, 009· lJ10. 
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Another question regarding the administration of S!U5ctte which 
Qccnpiefl the attention of the Government of BomlJay at tIllS 
tllne, was the !lb~ellCe of mel ease of populatllln under Britl~h 
managcmel.t 'fhe questIOn was brought to the front III a letter 
of the Dilt;lct()lS,. dated -itlt July -J.777.1 complaining of the large 
uncultivated share of S,i.lsette and suggestmg that the very indus
tllOllS !lnd qUIet people the Parsis De encouraged to settle. 'l'he 
Bombay Government ordered (7th October 1778) that pubhe notice 
be given to pJrsis promisill$' the most advantageous tenns to settlers 
in SAbette and that through the Chief and Council in SUlat these 
notices .. honld be publishclI in Nav~Mi, Gandevl, and Babar, as 
well as in Bombay and ill l(aranja S On the 11th Novembedhe 
Chief at Th.hla replIes that SUc¥l offers lutd already (2nd N o\'em
bel' 1776) been made with great lIberality and overy publiCIty. 
They pomt out that all the Sdlsette villages are now farmed and 
to brin14 III flesh cultivators with special exemptions would involve 
a llreach of contract WIth the farmer and a loss of revenue.3 

GOyelllllHmt accept this explanation (45thJ:1'overuber 1778). They 
OUlt'l when villages fall in by the 11150lvellcy of farmers or other 
c,auses they be kept in the Company's hands and di~posed of III 

snch a manner o.s to increase the populatIOn.' 
At a Consultation of the 29th October 1778 is recorded a. letter 

from tbe ReSident at Ko.ranja dated the same day, forwaading the 
books of that Re;'IJency for the year ending 30th April 1777 and 
aequaintmg tbe Bombay CounCil that agleeable to their directlOns 
he had put the island of Elephanta up to publIc outcry and 
granted a fresh lease for Rs. 716.5 

At a C')llsultation on the 25th March 1778 the Board notice 
that a cerhficate had been laid before thern the last Council day that 
Ensign Hiellle was duly qualified to receive the additional allowance 
for speakmg the country language j that they had deferred granting 
the certificate judging from the short time he had been in India 
that EnSIgn Hierne could not have attained a cOII1lpetent knowledge, 
that as a letter was now presented by MI'. J. Sibbald, tho gentleman 
we appointed for the examinatlOn of officers m the country language, 
representmg that Ensign IIiern~ had made extraordhlary 1-'t'ofi
ClDllCJ', It IS agreed that the allowance be made from tne term of 
Illne months after his arri \ al in India. The Board contmUEls: As 
tl1L~ must be a disagreeable service for any person· smgly It i<J 
re~ol ved that a Committee be appointed for the examination of 
officers in the country language, and that this committoe oonsist 
of Mr. J. Sibbald, Mr. Le-Wis Corkran: anc;l Li6ut. Korr. A 
certificate being now laid before us that Ensign ALrahaII\.Maximil
han RIchardson is duly qualIfied in the country language, ordered 
that he be paiJ the usual allo~ance. 6 

I Pubhc Dept Court's Lett"r. Vol. 9 of 1772·1777, 348. 
2BoII>, Gov. ConsultatlOn 7th Oct. 1778, Pub Diary 74 of 1778,708·700. 
"The ChICf and facu>rSat Tll,\nll to Bombay 11th Nov. 177S. Sec. Inw::m\ Letter Book 

81 of 1778, 355·357. 4 1:'ubho Dmry 74 of 1778, 844.845. 
• Born Gov Dlal'Y 2!1th Oct. 1778, Pub. Diary 74 of 177S, 796·707. 
S Born Gov. COllRuitahon 25th M(\l'cil 17161 Pub. Dlal'Y 13 of 1778, 143. }'ol'l'est's 
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, A Com,u"/tation of the 17th June 1778 passed tho following l'{·soht. 
twn on the subject of the levy of cllstoms on Bassein gu\)d~ paSbing 
Thana. It is resolved that all goods pa.,siug 'l'halllio from BllS~CIl1 fl.wl 
the continent shall pay full customs at Thana, and free certificates 11\.1 
given to the proprietors on produciug which at llomhay only h,ll! 
cu&toms will be colJected at our custom house. SImilarly, Itll good" 
from Bombay to Bassein and the contllwnt, on producing a cl'rLi
ficate of having paid the full customs at llombay will be charged unly 
half customs at Thana. Dy this change the llonouraLle COlupllny 
will be secure of their full cnstoms a.nd tho mcrc11ant be rcllchd 
three per cent. It is further resolved that the usuul duti('s be again 
bid on tlmber gram, and other articfls at Thana, as it h lUivle 
clearly to uppear that the giving thrill up has not becu atten,kd 
with any manner of benefit to the publJc 

On the question of goods brought on foreign &hips to Boml,ny the 
Court of Directors wrote on the 19th March 1778. As you heem 
convinced that a prohibition would not prevcnt foreign I'.hips Jand· 
ing then cargoes in. your :ooighbourhood, that if this were done 
your markets would be affected in the same degreo as though the 
forelgn goods Were landed at Bombay, and that in suelt ca~e WI! 

"hould lose the amount of our illlport duties, we have the l('~", 
objection to your permitting foreign cargoes to hc landed at 
Bombay, relying on your prudence to prevent Any detriment 
happemng to indIVIduals in our service or enjoying our licenQo.2 

At a Consultation, the 28th October 1778, the BomLay Cour~cil 
directed this order to be sent to the customs tnll,.',ter for his gui,I,.ll1ce. 
At the same tIme £hey add: As it is certainly a hard&hip on our 
merchants for foreigners to 1-£ pertnitted to trade on equal tCfllli; 

resolved that an additioJlal duty of three per cent Le }'.)vied on 
all staples landed at thiS place from foreign bottom~ Thh we 
think will not deter foreign ships Lmding thoir cargoes here and i1l 
but an adequate eompen&atton for their having the benefit of this 
market.s • • 

On the 1st May 1718' the Bomhay Council direct: The roo,.,!; 
• public notice mUsi, be given at thi~, place and subordinate settle

ments of the C?mpany's orders re"pectmg the trade to Suez and 
every mea1mre 111 (lUI' power will be pursued to 'put an effectual 
stop to tha.t trade.' 

Six. montlis later (28th Octo}>er 1778) the Bombay Councilngarn 
direet: The further prohibition respecting the Suez trade IfIu'>t 110 
maM kUO'Yll in the mort public manner at this Presidency and iLs 
dependencies.· We do not think the obtaining p€rmission £01: 
packet~ keing forwarded. from 1 ndia. by the Suez route is vcry 
matedal, as we have ever hitherto found it a very te{liomJ con
veyance. On the other hand, it will 'bo of the ~tmost importance if 

, llom. Gov.-CoB"Ultation 11th ;rune 1718, Pnb. Diary 13 of 1778, 467 - 468. Comp, {>f;J 
Standrng Ord VoL 2 pf 1759-1788, 174 -lilY. ' '. ' 

• Court tu Bombay 19tb Mar 1778 pru-ai4, Pnb, Dep Conrt's L Vol.10,,! li~8 .178?, 
21 ~ 3 Bo1m Gov ConoultatJOlI 28th Oct. 1778, Pub Diary 14 011778" 768', 769. -
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tlw· Uvnourable COIUP.my c,m iorwanl,packets from J:ngland 1.Iy 
",\',t:- of Suez as there beiu!f no quarant.me and as the vessels come 
\)\ l't from the ReJ Sea in th.e time of the monsoon, tho packets are 
hcci~<'ll with incredible despa.tch. Of this we can giv(~ no better 
iusb.!tce than tha.t on the l~th of this mouth (October) we received 
"n 1,,'L'Hwt from Europe of so la.le a date as U1(! ::5th of July. Nor 
llt'I',1 thi! prohihition ag-J.inst our wssds going to Sue;;/; deter the 
f\.IlIF':.ny from sendillg their packets as ~lr, B.lldwin can get boa.ts 
ut SUt'Z to tl'll.ll.3port the packets by an eMY and safe n8.vigntlOn 
t,) .11.1.13. 01' ~rokh.l. wh~re the} will generally meet with SllIppin<r 
{"Ihl Indi& in the months og .:rune July and Au,;ust.l ;:> 

1:..s reg'1.rlh the action of the Bomlmy Go\'ernment in the thorny 
question uf their ne~otiations ,}ith R:'ighoba in a. letter of 4th July 
177; the Court of Directors write: Althouf;h we cannot hut agree 
to the protection you have given to R1ghoba. considering' the eon
Jleciion you have had with him by which we illmt suppose the 
Cmup<my ha"e heeL. benefited, yet we are under some upprehensions 
Hut the lliuithJ .. '! will think this prot~ction a breach of the treJ.ty 
l'lltrrt,d into with them by Colonel Upton. For though that treaty 
i'lll<. t upon the whole so agreeable to us as we eQuId wish, shll we arc 
1 \'001 veu strictly to adhere to it. IOU lllUst therefore be pal ticnlarly 
\ l~ibnt, whllst Raghoba is with you, to prevent lnm forming 
allY pln.n against what is called the illlllisterial party at Poona. And 
"e huel,y positi\'"ely orJer you to engage with him in no scheme 
wll,ttever for retrieving his affairs without the consent of the GO\'

('rHQr GenetJ.} and CouncIlor the Court of Directors. At the same 
time we think common humanity will wan-an\ us in giving you 
or,h'f>:' to prot.ect Ra.~hoba's person fro'll violence if any such attempt. 
::.h,mltl lie lllfille by the partisans of the ministers.!l \ 

In the followwg year (7th 'Yay 1778) tlle Court continue: OUl' 
l~ tt.er of the 4th of July 1777 gives_you our sontilllents and instruc
tions concerning the protectiun afforded by you to Raghoba. 1Ve 
have now only to direct that you continue to"go\'e~n JourjOeln:s 
uccordin::: to the tenor of those instructiolls. That you may not be 
dt a lo'>S for our meaning respecting the personal safety of Ragboba, 
it is our positin~ order that }}e be pn no account compelled to .quit 
the i<;! ... nd of Bombay and that you inform him in outnanle that 
if be leaves the said islanu it shall be by bis own free will and 
con;.('nt.3 -

In the same year in their letter of 19th March 1778 the Court 
rcm.u·k: We find the total amount of e«penses incurred i"n the 
expedition undertaken on behalf of Righoba, of money paid to 
11im, nnd of money expended. on his account stated L'J' you at 
Tk. 22,2V,652.' , 

\ fun. Gov. Consultation 26th Oct 17,8, Pub fury 71 of 17.8, 76-1'765; }'orrest's 
It'lIne Senes, II. 226 . 
.:. COtl~t to llombay {tb-.July 1777 par .. ' 6S, Pub. ~P Court's L;\tcrs Vol 9 of l772, 

.. 1,,7,363. .-
; C,Jurt to Bombay 7th May 1778l'.:a.ra. 26, Pub. Dcp ('oart's uttel'l! VoL 10 of J778-

17S1, .6, 
• ("W t to UQmb&,1~h lLrl.h 1718 I'.\l'il G2, Pub. D,p. <,,,rut's Lctl<:!r!I Vol 10 of 

17,6-1,Si· 3ii· • 
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In 1778 the Court appointeu the following officers mCll1Uol'S of 
the Secret Committee at London and wrote to Born bay (10th A pi'll) : 
Having appointed George 'Vomell Et>quire, Challlllan ot 0111' 

Court, "Vllliam James .l£sqUlre, our Deputy Chairman, alH] W. 
Devaynes EsqUIre, to be a committee of secrecy, "'e herellY UU cct 
that all orders and instructions which you shall receive from our 
said committee of secrecy be observed and obeyed wit.h the &fllIlC 

punctuality and exactness as though ihey had been siglli'u hy 
thirteen or more members of the Court of Directors. And llln jug 
also thought proper to appoint a Sefect Committee at Bombay for 
tramacting all political militaty and n!li.val affairs, and likeWise all 
such as may require secrecy, it is our order that the said Select 
Committee consist of yr. Hornby' Esquire, our rresident and 
Governor or our President and Governor for the time being, John 
earnac Esquire, the second member of our Cooncil or the second 
member of our Council for the time being, Colonel Charles Egerton, 
our Military Commander-in-Chief or our ~lilitary Commander-in· 
Chief for the time being, ana Daniel Draper Esquire, the fOUlth 
member of our CouncIl or the fourth member of our Council for 
the time being. If our military commander-in-chief shall at any 
time be absent from the PreSidency then our order is that our 
President and the second and fourth members of our CouncIl shall 
be a Select Committee for the purposes aforesaid during the ab::;cnce 
of the commander-in-chief.1 

On the 27th March 1779 the Bombay Government addrcssed the 
following letter to. the Honourable the Secret CommIttee of the 
Court of Directors: Upon the first notice of an approaching 
war WIth France, which was'feceivedin June la'lt, orJerl'l were given 
for our fortifications beint?; carried on with a11 pO'3slble vigour, and 
we have the pleasure to inform you that our works towards the sea 
are in great forwardness By the Royal A(lmilal now under 
despatch the plans and estImates ordered by the Honourable Court 
in their oommand's of the 19th March will Le transmitteu and a full 
reply sent thereto by the "Governor a.nd Council.2 

In the iame letter (27th March 1779) Government add: In our 
add'ress of J;he 29th December we advised our having taken p08se~~i(}n 
of the French Factory at Surat I'nd seized the persons of the 00nE.I11 
and of every other Frenchman in that city. Thi.s step we doubt 
not from your commanus of 31st August will be approved. W 0 

i.-emoved all the Frenchmen to Bombay except the Consul and his 
family whom we permitted to remain..atSurat upon his parole. Among 
the prisoners removed to Bombay wa15 a priest who some time after 
his arriva~ sent to inform the President that he had intelligence of 
an important nature to communicate Being accordingly e.l>ulIIUled 
he gave information which was confirthed by another of the pnSOller'3 
that a plan had been concerted by Monsieur TIriancourt, the French 

i Court to Bombay 10th Aprll 17i8 paras 1-3, Pub Dop Court's Letters Vol 10 uf 
1778 -1782, 58 • 59 . 

• Bom Gov. Select Committee to the kle~l'et Committro of the Court of DIl cdors 
27th Mal:h 1779 para 145, Secret Rud Pol. DIary laO of 1779, 375 
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Consul, amI Mon'>Il'Ul St. Lubem for bringing a body of Malatha 
{NOpS to sei.le ,lIlU plunder the city of Slllat in which 8chen1(' they 
hatl en~1lged s,'n)(' uf the Nabob's officers. A copy of the narrative of 
"hat \\~'l~ lleclared by the priest and the other ptisonel' Monsieur 
Ch.u Ie, 'll now wthts on yuu under Nu 40 The Plesldent ohqcrv
iug tIlt: must plOfound secrecy immediately sent Mons. ChJ.l'I,,'val to 
SUl'l1t in hopes of his being able to find the box: of papers mentIOued 
III the nd.rrahve which cOllb,ineu the particulars of the con&IHmcy 
lIe, however, did not succeed allll no further discovelY haq yet been 
lUalle. though we have otielet! a reward of Rs 10,000 snd directed 
Mr. Do,ld,tln to trace this m'atter with all possible dlh~ence. As it 
appeared velY improper under such a surmise ,to perullt the Consul 
to remam any longer at Surat, twe have remoyed him with IJisfamily 
to the fo) t at Thana where we propose to keep them bll they ale 
Sl'nt to EUlope 1 

On the llSk of an allIance between the French and the ManltMs 
Mr Horsley, the representative of the Government of Bombay, 
IldJre~i>ed the followmg letter to the GO'f'ernor General, dated 
Calcuttd. 2nd Augu&t 1779 2 • However eontlary it may seem to the 
true interest" of all partlCs among the Marath.is to call in the 
:French. yet there is hardly a country in the world whose history is 
corne down to us that does not furm&h more than one example of 
the .lbsurd polley of introducing foreigners as the arbitrators of 
domestIc quarrels. 'Ve know for certam that more than five years 
11;;0, before we had taken part in theIr civil Wtl,l'S, R:ighoblt and the 
confederacy which oppo&ed him hael each been ~plymg to Bombay 
fOl a~;ilstance Ilgaill~t the other, The N)zam and Haidar have 
l'(Jth 1.een (onrted al1l1 been engaged 'in a grenter or less degree 
eYCI biuce the death of Mauhavlao, the former by Nann and IllS 

P,l.lty and the latter by Raghoba and his friends, and have each 
l'\.~pecti~el.r made their advantage of their allies. The same state 
of thIngs, we lIlay Buppose, will lead to the &ame measures and 
SlUely not the le~s pr\.bably for the share we lIave hilt! in the 
S:llne. The real milItary strength of the'Mar6tha empire and the 
forms of It are at present in different hands. Raghoba. the authority 
of "ho~e nd.me was never more., evidently shown than in "-the 
l'l "IJPct paid to it at the ~ettlemcnt as it was called of the government 
wIllIe he Voa'> a pri!>oner in the camp of his enemies, is at large 
allil btJII maintullls his pretensIOns. 'I'hese circulm,tances alone, 

• • 
I Born GOY Select Commettee to the Scrl'ct Comnutt!e at LondQIl, 27th Mar li79 

Fora 151, :,erIet and 1'01 l),,,,,y 20 of 11iO, 3i6 - 377 . 
2 110m bay Government to the Governor Gcncral at Cal~'lttfl, 4th Aplll-1779. As 111 

wh"tc,cr pohtt< al ') .tCllI you may thmk PIIJper to adopt tor this Pre."lenC,Y you Illny 
1,I)S!:uhIJ rt'{llUlC uUvrmatwn ou cCltalfl.I)01Jlts Or dcb;uL'i of lucal knowledge which, as '\Q 

(.cll11Wl foref>Co WI) (tlllllot supply, we 1ul.\c, in orelaI' to plcvcnt any loss of time 111 
(,lJrr( r.pondf'n«') l'mgecl It expedIcnt to HCnd round to Bengal a gl·ntlOlno.n \\Clllllformml 
IU the st.ttc of tli(' OOlUP'lHJ' '$ u./talrd anll the IH'cl'I('nt pulltlcal c!rcmu'itancC8 of tIllS 
I'reslltl:'Ut y, awl llfn mg mOO.,. Ch01CP of l"h' Georg., lIorbley for ibnt C'omml@SlOll, he now 

.... ,.l,ts on )OU wIth the"" despatches We request you w,ll P""llllt Ml H"rRJey to 1)0 
lI1!<.rme,l "f ti,e llle"",r"" YOll may t1unk proper to adopt l'ospectmg thIS Presitlcney and 
allow hllll t<l r,'pr"", 'ft to you any pm tlCulars wluch h,s local knOWledge may sUI!'g'"st or 
U"'Y npl'c~r 10 lome r!CdtuHLl to 11" attended to ill your dchhcrallOns. Secret lIud Puhiic~l 
IJ1MY go ~J 177~) '12lo), 
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I apprehelllf, constiLnte the same "ta,t€l of things 0\ perhflpb rath~r 
a wor.se anarchy than JUlin;.\' the contest between R'Igllllba, al\,f 
the cOllf"Jeracy. N.1ua's is eel tainly th(' faction who:-e \It'\l,, HI'" 

turnell to the Flcnch for as~istance. NtlUa Fllllnadl> kll\lW'< ,,\·n 
that if we do not take anns agn.inst. 111111 it is nli he cun {').l'let. 
This will not answer his purpose. He wants active flicnd o E\, II 
aga,mst IbiJar Nann COUltlllot support htubc1f Wlth all the 11«1 
he could procure from the Nil.am till l\HhaclJl Siullia ClUDe tn In3 
assistance, and now ~iutlia SeCilltl Nana's mo~t formi,l"bld 11\":11. 
The Frcnch come to Imlia (\g ih6 enemies d the Bugli"h, hut 
withol1t cstablishmcnts of their ownd:O support ,them. :MuLuul 
nece;,:"ihes may seem to N ana to fOlln the baSIS of nn allinncc" ith 
them of mutual adyuntage. NUlla }('lay flatter himself that thcw 
i:; lIttle present dfluger m the cOllllection, that for the Ill\)IIlCnt 

money may g'latify the French, and in case they should continue 
too powerful to be slighted aftel' they have sened his purpobe O , 

that they may be sat is tied WIth such posse%ions as he llMy a'N~t 
them to conquer from u~.· These comiuerations in\luce me to 
believe that If the French have any consideraLle force at i\ln,Ul'ltiu,,' 
it WIll certainly be at Chanl before the month of Heptt·,ut.(,f i-, 
past. SIr E. llughes and the remforcemcnt on boarll hit! fleet Ill<ly 

possibly arrive soon after If their de~tinatioll IS BomLny, but it 
is much more hktlly that tlley will be as late as Decl'IU\)l'r 01' 

January. Should the French bring a force whIch with aU tho 
assh.tance they can plOcure from Nau,\ and his intllH nco they 
think equal to an atto.ck on Bombay, this no doubt wul uc' tho fir'lt 
ente1prise they wi'll unJel"ta!w. I beheve it is celtain they will 
meet with all the aid Nana ClPl giv@ them. If an attack on l3ul11liay 
f>eem'l beyond their strength, they will probably offer theUl~elVI'~ I1.S 
the allies of the Manithas, and as tho open and. decbled en0Illil'<; of 
the English, soliciting at the same time such ceSSIOn, It.-'l St Lnbein 
desired to distress us and to procure ItS ad vantageous an c.,tal.h"hrnent 
for themtlelves as.possible. That of the ~Ltratha party WIth which 
they connect themselves 1Ihe ohjccts are to OVCHL\\ C its cl)lUpctitor~. 
to satisfy its allies on the easiest term., po~sibh', and to Clii h thu 
Bll(;lish from whom at lea::,t no good offices are to he HpcctO,j. 
Yet' I do tnppO$e that, unless cohlpeJled to it by the t\~t l1ccel''lity. 
Nd.na hunself will not d('sire to see a French arlUY at roolll)' or III 
the heart of the Mamtha. empire, lIe will probably"think th,l(; :,iuce 
his- aif<1irs oblige him to be connected wit,h Europeans, anll "Illle I 
EurQlJeans,must be near neighbours to the Maratha emrir,", it i>s ai 
point of good policy to ftave them so situated as to be a c.heck npont 
each other, forming a double line between the sea antI the mO\lutams1 
On this principle I should not be surprised to sec elMUI an,1 ru 
considerable part of the Konkau 0ppohlto BomlMY granted to thn' 
:French as a permanent establishmcn\, together With all el~e theW 
might be able to conquer from us. Salsette and the other 1)111 bou~ 
lsl<1nds must fall unless we can bring a botly of troops int,) the' £id,L 
t<> fight a battle for them, And though the enemy rui:;llt not tm.}r 
themselves strong enough to form the siege of Bombay, yet, "hell 
onco we wero confined to Bombay island, we shoultl cu-hilll)' 1.£1 
put to cOllsidcraLlo straits" and'if the :,c8. we!"c nQt open ~UI:;l.L ~ 
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much dIstressed. III C,l~e Nltnn shoul,lnot be dl~poso,1 t'o cncourage 
t:hp FIOllOh to lcmam III the neighLoul'ho()d of Bomt.ay as 11 bal'llPl' 
between us and Illm aUfl a,; an n-lly "ho~e nearnei'S to l'oonl1 nllg-ht 
se1\"" to SUppOlt Ius ,mthollty t.heu', and III case tho force shoul,l 
not be ~u('h as to ocneomugo tht'Ill tp form tho siege of Bomhay, 
the r,',luotlOu~ of the harbour I,lands may perhaps ~re'lll too iueon
>-IJpl,lble ,111 ol~)('ct, ,1Ut! wIllie Rombay stJllIemamed 111 our hl1n(l8, 
('uuleln/)t be of much Lone11t to them. It therefore appenl's to mo 
hkoly tha,t with the eonCUl'lCl1ce of their Marathn allie~ the French 
111.lT'tUlll theu ne'ws northwulll '\\here Sm'at and Broach appcar VelY 

(le"iruble aC\lUl~ltlOns, and if 'Jl ad,htIOn to these they are allowed, ItS 

I nuke no duubt they mIght be, to help themselves out of tho 
Glhkwar's "hare of Guprat, tluy might, I think, with ease lay the 
fouud"tIOIl of a powcr in thr West of IndIa, whICh would bId 
fall' to VIC wIth any establishment of ours in the east. I mmt 
e0ufcss thl~ beems to me the most elIgible plan for them to act on, 
unk"s they could ruake sure ot success in an attack OIl Bombay, 
lU which Ct1Se the rest of our pOR~essior1S on that side would follow 
of course But to take Bombay, I suppose, fliey must have a much 
gl('ater force than I can Imngme they WIll brlllg, whereas 4.000 
l11en aud a good body of Maratha cavalry would insure tlll' 
executIOn of theIr attempts in Gujarat Ilgamst all the force we 
eonld of our~elve.:l brmg against them. If you, gentlemen, should 
llc of opmion that thel e IS a probabIlIty Qf cIrcumstances like 1(1IY 
of these I h,tve supposed taklDg place, you Will, I dare bay, thmk it 
prvper to take the llcce~sary measures against them You WIll 
pU COl\ e that the til.,t skp to be taken and on the spot would be 
to form ~u('h counter-alliances as lUlght)Jalanee those of our enemies, 
w hateV(f thelrs may 1e. Wy ale certain.that at present we have 
no alliance on that Side of India If IIny are to be now fOlme,l 
III Older to ;,ruard against the probn1le designs of the French or in 
future If ~uch de~ign'l should actually be earned into execution, 
somc extlaordmary powers are m eIther case, I apprehend. equally 
lIece~."lly, and perhapq there may not -be any tlJne to lose ill 
<1, tcIllllnmg what those powers should be, on whom they should 
1e conferre,l, and the rebt of tho very important' points w~ch 
thl s,~ qu('stlOn~ would naturally b"ring under your con~deratlOn, 
I alll afraid we yet waut It mOle detallell knowledge of the pre~pnt 
strength, re,ources, intcl"IJ9t9, a,nd views of the several :bIaratJu1 
dlleiS who are compIised under the genNa! name of the Mal'al;hn. 
Slate. A peace concluded with It nommal mim9ter may pro~e of 
11 ttle a vall unle&q we are certain we are fjtiends wirth those who 
Ilally form the strength of the· nation. In case of the arpval of a 
Frell<.:h a1'lllament circumstances may OCCllr whIch for want of thIS 
knowlerlJe of det<1Il wIll bo e~tirely new to llS and according to 
which It may be necessary somcbody or other should be empowered 
to act on the spot. I have conshlercd this subject at large with-A 
gvod dc,.l 01 attentIOn and have formed some general ideas on It. 
~But I would not venture to say anything of this kUl.! before 
yon, unless I WM called on for it, and now merely submit such 
gene) ill reflections on the state of I1ffairs on our SIde of India It'! 

IllIlu<.:o IIli to think that provi:,ion yet remaills to Lo made fo1" oycnt'! 
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for which, i4' they do arrive, it will be of thc utmost consequence to 
be prepared.!' • 

On the 27th May·1779 the Court addressed the following IdLer 
to Bombay on the improvemel'lt of marine charts: .As we are 
desirous that every person uncIer the Company's protection conver~ant 
in naval affairs should co-operate wIth us in aldmg the navigation 
to and from the east, we direct that you forthwith notify our 
intentions by public advertisement and that you order our master
attendant to take such other measures as shall appear to him 

_ expedient for making our pleasurll Q in this respect known. 'We 
shall order our supracargo in China to llCnd you annually a quantity 
of transpareut paper for your master-attendant to delIver to such 
persons as may be inclined to furni6h copies of charts and plans 
already in their possessions. .All this must be mentioned in your 
advertisement.2 

At a Consultation oHhe 28th July 1779 the following note is 
recorded: For some time frequent disputes have arIsen between 
the Brahmans and Goldsmit'ls respecting the mode of salutatIOu 

,termed namaskri1'. This the Blahmans allege the Goldsmith}; have 
no right to perform, and that the exercise of such a ceremony by 
the GoldsmIths is a breach and proflwation of the rItes of the Gentu 
religion. As repeated complamts have been made to the British 
Government by., the Brahmans, and as the Peshwas also have 
several times written to the President requesting the Goldsmiths 
may be forbidden the use of the namagkar; Resolved that the 
;Bnlhmans have relison in their complaint, and as the matter does 
not concern the Company, the Peshwa be moved to forbid to the 
Goldsmiths the use of the Bl'ahmah salutation namaslcar.3 

On the 20th Decembe~ 1779 the Chief and factors write from 
Thana. Different people who have been sent to the other side for 
that purpose bring intelligence that several thousand troops are 
c'ome down to Bassein, Mahuli, Kalyan, Panvel, and BeIapur with 
the desig'n of invading Sii-lsette Two methods occur to us to pre
vent the intended invasion. That your Honour send us well armed 
boats cOllJmanded by Lieutenants of the manne to lie off Balkhum 
(thtee mlljs north.east of Thana.) and Belapur, which might prevent 
any boats of the enemy coming near the island. The other methoJ 
is to send us as many troops as your Honour can spare, at least si! 
cOlllpanies. 'l'hese we would statlOn one d~vision at Balkhum, tht 
other below 'fhana Ghodbanclar and DMravi. We tlnuk the!>' 
distticts would be s!lficiently guarded if a small neld pICce 0 
two to each °dwision was sent willi. a few artillery. We do nc 
doubt tl!at this would prevent tlte enemy attempting to Ian 
or supposing they did make the attempt, we should mosL probabJ 
dnve them back before they wo_Id effect their landing. 

1. LetterflOm Mr. Horsley to the Governor General, Calcu~ta, 2ndAngust 1779, Seci 
and Political D,UlY 21 of 1779, 680 - 6S4. 

2 Court to Bombay 27th May 1779 para 36, Pub, Dep. COlll't's L. Vol. 100£1778-11 
161- 162. ' 

3 Born., Gov. Consultilotion 28th July t719, Pub. Diary 75 of 1779, 387·888. 
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company or two of Europeans would be of the greatest consequence 
to defe.,t any intentIOn the Mm'atluis have agn.mst u~. Something 
must be done or the i~land will most probably be plundered, and 
if there h any treachery, the fort will be lost We slllmut the~e 
sentllnellt,; to yohr Honours' Permit us to add our vicimty to the 
Presidency will enable m to scml back what troops you may 
demand should necessit,y call for them at Bombay. rrhough we 
belIeve the scheme of the· Mauithas is to take place during the 
d,uk night~, yet as their l"l}lmbers are alreil.dy great III our 
neighbourhood the attempt may sooner be made. We thcreforo 
lequire your Honour's deterlnination as soon as possible 1 

On the 2bt December 1779 in acknowkdging receipt of the 
above letter the Bombay GOyel1J.ment write: Uponyourrepresonting 
the neCe'lSlty of a reinforcement, we shall as soon as possible send 
you such a force as we can spare for the protectIOn of Th:iua when 
we shall a,lyise you of the particulars 2 

On the same subject Goyernmen,t write to the Resident at. 
Karanja (22nd December 1779), Havlllg received froUl'l'hina 
aCCollnt" that large bodies of l\Iaratha forces are assembled ill the 
nelghboUJ ing pn.rt'l and of their hostile intentIOns, we Judge it 
proper to reinfurce your po'!t and have accordingly ordered two 
companie'! of the 6th battalion of sepoys and a company of the 
natl\'C Portuguese battalion with two &ix-pounder field pieces and 
a party of artillery to proceed to KaranJa under the command of 
Captalll Col batch and to contmue in post there till further orders, 
The company of the 2nd battJ.hon now doin£t duty at Karanja 
mmt be returned,s, 

On the 18th December 1779 the Chief and 'factors at Thana 
wnte: 'We now purposely address your Honour to acquaint you 
that we have this morning received the following intellIgence. 
Nana Fl1dnis having learnt that Raghunath Ganesh an inhabitant 
at Carsi (Persik f), Fakirseth a coppersmith of.Thana, .. and one 
Konaji.rao of Belapur were people fit to carry on any schemes he 
wight un(lertake against Salsette, sent for them some days ago to 
Poolla On Nana Fadnis offering to send a bbdy of tr<'lops t.b.ey 
engaged to manage their landing on thIS island. In coollequence 
they were dismissed with a present of turbans, and 10,000 troops 
(5000 hon,e and 5000 foot) were ordered into the Konkan, 7000 of 
whom'are aniveu and are near BAssein on a pretence of fetching 
Vl~aji Pant that we may have no suspicions of an attack 090 the 
place. Fakirseth, Raghunath. Ganesh, and" Kom1jirao propose to 
land part of these troops during the next dark nights lj,elow the 
southern towers at Pan Bruje (l1w'uj 01' tower) and others at 
llilkhum. The better to enSJlre success these fellows have sent 
over a number of Purbeahs that is Purbuls or North Indians, to 
entice the PWl'beah" of this battalion to join in giving up the fort. 
In this they have succeeded and the Purbea4s have agreed to jom 

/iii 
1 
I I Letter fronrThana 20th Dec. 1779. Secret and Pol D,aty 21 of J77Q. R,,2·653. 
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the onset a~inst the rest of the garrisl;lO. We submit the above 
information to your Honour's consideration. We had it from 0.' 

1\1an of some con'lequence and to appearance no ways interchted to 
deceive us. 'We have ouly to observe it is well known tlle 4th 
battalion is chiefly compo8ed of PUI beaAs and 11antth.is. Waro 
an attempt of this kind to be made we imagine some Europrnns, 
could you spare them, would be the best means of preventmg any 
bad consequences. We have thought it proper to acqllaint the 
commanding officer with the afOlegoing in order that he might he 
on his guard to endeavour to counteract any attempt should ona 
be made.l 

On the 6th March 1780 the Chief and factors at 'I'hana submit 
the following additional evidence of; So conspiracy: Kasamkhan, 1\ 
subhedar in the 4th battalion having been tampered with to bribe 
a party of our sepoys to agree to give up the fort, took the 
precaution to call two Jamadars to be present at an interview he had 
With one .Fakir-ud-din DhaMra. The subhedar and his companions 
took Fakir-nd-din and anot!ler man prisoner, a third escapmg, 
Fakir-ud -din confessed, In the course of hi& examination ho 
mentioned his being employed by a Brahman RamchanJra Fant 
Fadnis of Belapur who .had resided there these three years. 'V I} 

have tbought it better to seud R.amchandra Pant and his son under 
a guard to Bombay, not having any proper place to confine them in 
here. The examination we have already taken and those to be 
taken, with any further information we may be able to get shall 
be sent as soon as ppssible.s - , 

About five months later a i1'esh conspiracy was discovered. At a. 
Consultation, the 18th Septl!mbel': the Bombay Council obsen'e: 
The President acquaints ds that he has summoned this meeting to 
communicate intelligence relative to a dangerous conspiracl formed 
among the sepoy recruit.~ at Thana. He lays before us the following 
WrItten information given to him by one of the parties concerned 
and a lettier froof the ChiE'f and factors at Thana advising thei~ 
having seized and sent to 130m bay under a strong guard 135 of the 

, suspected persons w1W arl'ivedhere last night. As tothe information 
of lialaji Thakor, a sepoy in .captain Hayes' battalion in the 
company ot Krishl1!iji Subhedar at Thana taken before the Governor 
15th September 1780; he has a sanad from the goveInment of 
Poona,\:greeing to pay him Rs 50 a month, but as yet he has not 
recei~ed a rupee. That the undermentioned persons likewise have 
deed~fl'om the Poona g9vernment, namely Bltvaji Naik Tauriah 
a sepoy in Captain Dawson's battalion, 'vho receives Rs. 60 a month 
from the ).IaratMs and has 40 men under him, now upon pretence 
of procuring l'ecl'uits gone to Ramji Pant at Vishnu Jogi to get 
money for the payment of the abovementioned 40 tnen: Kas~m
khan, a sepoy in the same battalion who receives Rs. 60 a month 
from the MaratMs and has' 60 men under llim at Thana; 'l'ukliji 

I Letter from Th.ina 18th Dec. 1779, Soo and Pol. Thary 21 of 1772, 524·S26 ( 
• Letter hom Thllna to the Select COmll11ttee, 6th Match 1780, Pub. DIl1.ry j7 of; 
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Nilk Godiah, a sepoy ill the abovementioned bnt'lalion, who 
'1'ecdl'('s Manl.tha. pay, the informant does Dot know how much, 
and bas a deed likewise from the Poona government. Konuaji 
Gthkwal' alias AmMji Naik. a sepoy in Captain Hayes' battalion 
who draws Rs. 60> a month pa.y Jro~ the M8.l·athtis nnd is now gone 
to Poona to get money and recruits for the intended treachery. 
The followmg persons are promised palanquins, umbrellas, 
torches, and oil bottles, na'tnely: Dharnlliji Jumledar and Kondaji 
Gmkwal' 111 Captain Hayes' battalion, and Tuknji N6ik Godiah and 
Kasamkban in Captain DawsJn's battalion. '1'he MaratMs pave 
agreed to favour them wiet ten horses, and four hundred gold 
and SlIver bangles to be divided amongst all, agreeable to their lank 
and station. The number of ;sepoys prepared for the treachery 
are: Under the informant V;l.ltiJi Thakor 35 men, under BavBJi 
N;iIk 40 men, under KasamkMn 60 men, under Jaysavant a 
r,epoy in Captain Dawson's battalion 35 men, and 100 others or 
270 m all. It is agreed each sepoy shall have Rs. 15 a month 
wages, and they have received twG' mon~hs' impress, and are 
to have Rs. 25 a month· during life after the busine~s is done. 
The chief managers are Dharmaji, Tukaji, Kasamkbi1.n, and 
KondaJi G;iIkwar who have agreed to take the fort of Thana and 
deliver It to the Peshwa. Kondaji Gaikwar is daily expected from 
Poolla WIth Rs. 5000 on whose arrival the intended treachery WIll 
be put into execution, all the chaul.,i8 and rounds of the fort being 
now under the abovementioned people, excepting about 40 other 
sepoys who mount guard WIth them. These are innocent of the 
treachery as is Krishmiji Subhedar. • 

That one Haghopant who came 'from Poona to Bassein has promised 
to get this busmess done, and the persons'mentioned in this paper 
came to Thana by his means and persecution (persuasion?). A Baman 
called Kachcro of Paigaum, and a Moorman of Bassein bring and 
carry messages from and to Raghopant's Divan called Ramaji
pant. Sometimes when any of the traitors warlt to go to Ragho
pant on busmess, they obtain permission 'to go on pretence of pro
curing recruits and bring some with tliem. The deeds granted 
them arc kept at their houses at several places. 'fhe fllforrr.ant 
says he kDOW~ all the abovementioned people, and can Iioint them 
out, but knows only the names of a ftlw of them. He entered into 
our &ervice one month and five days since. Of the others some 
have been two three or four montl}s ion the service. He has receiv
ed nothing from the MaratMs, but the o~hers have received two 
months'lmpress. That Vis~want, hearingthatthismformant had 
taken service with the English, ordered a chauki on hi~ house at 
Bas~ein, and forced his family to give up their joys of Rs. 350 
yalne as a fine. He dId alqp pumsh Jaysavant'li brother Bahir
savant by name on account of bis said brother having taken the 
'Ellgh~h service, on which Lakshmanpant waIted upon Visnjipant 
trom PappPl'Y (Papdl, a village between Bussein town and railway 
ltation) and acquainted him that the~e people were employed on 
he t-5arkal"s bllsiness, when Visajipant released the Raid Ballil·. 

sh'ant giving him R~. 25 as in6.;l~ (gift), '1'he fol1owinl{ pight 
people al-e gone out with leave to procure recruits: B,iv~li ,NAil., 
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Haibatrao, tBhausmg, Sind'hi Jl.lan, Kondaji GaihYar, B.1lsing, 
Vithojirao, and, one wliose name is nut remembered,l 

After notin~ the above information, at the same Consultation 
(18th SeptcmlJer 1780) the Board obRerve: After the discovt'ry 
made in April last, this second attempt is very rflanning [mel th\l 
more dangerous from the instance which so lately happened Rt 
Vengurla and the appearance of a regular system to introduce into 
the sepoy battalions a number of meti ready prepar~l for tll!) 

express purpose of executing a plan so big with danger to the Com
pany's settlements, instead of the p'ecarious method before prac
tised of attempting to corrupt the fid~lity of men already engaged 
ill and attached to the service. This emergency therefore demands 
om most serious attention and vigor .. us exertion as well to lhscover 
Ule extent of the design as to prevent further danger. As the firsD 
step necessary, it is resolved topul'sue to the fullest proof possible to 
be obtained the discovery already made in order that the mo:;t e;Kem
plary punishment may be inflicted on the offenders to suppress by 
the terror of ex~mple every "Possibility of the enemy again finding 
persous daring enough to engage in designs of thisnature.2 

At their Consultation the 27th September 1780 the Board pass 
the following orders relative to the aforesaid conspiracy: Having 
110W - taken every step that can throw light upon this cODl:;piracy 
and recorded the examination of every person pointed out aH 
materially concerned, it appears that 'fukaJi Godiah, Dharma.ii 
and Kasam Khan, with Kondajl Gl1ikwar who has absconded, are 
the principals and .condu()tors of this mpst alarming and dangerous. 
enterprise. As 'an act necessary to the public safety and all 

example to deter others from~ngaging in sucn schemes, it is re,>olved 
that the- said three pers6ns be put to death at Thana by blowmg 
them from great gUDS. It is further ordered that their crime and the 
reason of their punishment be fully explained to the whole sepoy 
establishment. We think proper to remark that Kasam Khan, now 
ordered '0 be pdt to death, is not the perS<ln mentioned in our 
proceedings in April lasE and rewarded for making discovery of a 
design of the same nature as the present.3 Snch of the seven men 
as l!re now in custody and poin,ted out in Valji Thakor's informa
tion taken& at Thana as being concerned in an infetior degree arc 
Ol'd-ered to be put to hard labour upon our works for life chained in 
pairs. The private sepoys are ordered to be discharged anJ to be 
acquainted that if they return .I1gain to the Company's dl'ltricts 
they-will be put to har4,labour for life. Samin Khan is pardoned 
accor~ing to the promise given him tJ1'e 18th instant. Orders must 
be iss~ed..for the Captains of sepoy battalions to be very strict and 
cautious what men they enlist in their battahoDs and particulad) 
in their promotion of, Black oilleen, paying regal'J as much w 
possible to those who have connections or families in the Compauy'l 
settlements. Itesolved that in acknowledgment of the good ser 
vices rendered by V~~ji ThakQr in. making dIscovery of the conspi 

I Born Gov Consultation, 18th Sept. 1730, Pun. DIary 17 of 1780, 386· 3~~, 
~ Bom Gov. Consultation,18th S(pt 1780, Pub. Diary 71 of 1730, 3!JH-3'!1. 
J BOIll, Gov. Con.nltat)Oll, lOt\! .4.1'11'11760, Pllb. DI .. ry 71 Qf 1780, I;;J. 
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rolcy, a handsome gratification be given him in the r.IUme of this 
Go\-ernment which the President is desired to confer to the amount 
tnd in the manner that he may judge most suitable and agrecable 
to the party. As the battalion of Native Portuguese i~ now complete 
and nearly ready. for review, it i~resolved that they be sent to 
garw,on Thana and the bepoys removed from thence which we 
trust wIll effectually destroy every latent spark that may remain 
of thl~ conspiracy. The other subordinates must be cautioned to 
be cilcumspect and vigilant that no similar schemes may be formed 
l1110ngst the sepoys at any oth'ill" of our garrh:ons.1 

On the next day (28th &ptember 1780) the BOnld signed the 
[ollowing letter to th e Chief and factors at Thana.' We now return 
Ka~am Khan, Tukajl Godiah, ,and DharmaJi to TMna, whom we 
direct should be put to death in the manner ordered in our last 
ConsultatIOn aud for which this letter is to be esteemed a suft1cient 
warrant. The other resolutions we had come to respectmg the 
Drders to be issued to the Captains of the sepoy battalions and our 
intention to send the Native Portug'uese ~hattahon to garrison 
Thana fort, are also communicated to tbem. In a pm,tscript we 
adyise that we judge it best not to send the private sepoys to be 
discharged at Thana but shall cause them to be conveyed from hence 
to some place at a more convenient distance. Kasam Khan, Tukaji 
Gadiah, and Dharmaji are this day sent to Thana under a strong 
guard with the l1r.ove letter containing our orders for theu: 
executio~.2 

A Consultation of 3rd October 1780 records a. letterfl'om Thana, 
dated this mormng, advising that our orders respecting the three 
rrisoner3 returned there on the 2:}th ubimo were yesterday put into 
executlOn m the manner directed and thatr the prisoners dIed with 
great firmness and resolution.s 

A Consultation of the 21st February 1780 records: The Select 
CommIttee having this day received advlCe of the capture of Ahmed
bad by storm on the 15th instant by the !orces under Bl'lg. Genl. 
GodJard, Q. royal salute was fired from the castle on the occasion.' 

On the 2nd May 1782 the Bombay betel-leaf seller~ offeredl> if 
a five :rears' monopoly wele granted-them, they would pay Govern
ment Us 2000 a year and reduce the price from 25 res to 16. On the 
17th May the Board record: 'We are averse from monopolies of 
thLS nature which however apparently calcul ... ted or intended for 
the pubhc ~ood frequently produce inconvenience and grievl\llces 
which in Un" case would chiefly fall on the-lower order of people 
to whom betel-leaf is an absolube necessary of life. As the benefit 
offered to the Company for this exclusive privilege is :r!o object, 
resolved that the prayer of this petition be not complied with. 6 

~ 

I Bum. Go" ConsultatlOn, 21th Sept 1780, Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 413.414. 
, • Hom. Gov CmlbultatJOI)., 26th Sept 1780, Pub. DIary 77 of 1780, 428 • 
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In a lette1- of the 15th Ja.nuary 1783 the COUl·t of Dil.'eelio1'9 writ£' : 
NQtwithstaDlung the attention which we have paid to prevcntlllg 
unlkensed persons proceeding to the East Indies on board the Com
pany's ships, means have been found to elude our vigilance in Ulllt 
respect. It is therefore onr positive order that upoIfthe arrh a1 ofallV 
of the Company's ships at your presidency you do ma.ke the stri..:L.:~t 
lllquiry whether the passengers on board have been July hecus{·.} 
by us to take their passage thereon.' In case it shall appear 
no such permission has been granted to them, \\-e direct that the 
names of the offenders, together With the name of the ship and 
every other particular you can collf..Ct that may thro\\ e. light 
upon the subject, be transmItted to us by your next advice.i as w{) 

are resolved to punish very severeq those commanders who !.hall 
dare to disobey our instructions in this mllterial point. 

Further, as persons have been frequently taken on board our 
ships in England as pa'l"t of the crew and afterwards designe'lIy 
left in India, being set down on the ship's books as runa" ay'l, it i~ 
our furthel' order that you do also particul.u·ly atteml to any 
.circumstances of this kind that may occur, and that any pcrsotL'! 
who may be found at your presidency under the above description 
be sent horne by the next ships as we cannot suffer Huch eva,..,ions 
of our authority to pa.'lS with impunity.l 

In January 1784 the Honourable R. II. Duddam Esq became 
Governor and President. At a Consultation of the 27th February 
1784. reperused the letter from the commander of a Tuscan shil> 
read last Council thy, when reference being had to the resolution of 
this Board established on the 28th .Oetober 1779, it is aQ'l"eed to pass 
the following regult\tions witL regard to foreign ships: That they be 
permitted to land copper' on paying a duty of tweh e pel' cent, RUJ 

all other articles which come under thc denomination or staples {tn 
paying 0. duty of nine per cent; that all necessaries and articles of 
consumption be charged with the usual duty; that the importation 
sale or tfanshippmg of w~ollens in thIS harbour be totally prohibit
ed; that tlll'SO regulations noways relate to Amtrian ships with 
whom all cOU1merci;U intercourse is forbidden by the Compauy.9 

In a Itttter dated tho 23rd March 1787 the Court of Directors 
write: As It IS ('ss('utial we should have tho completest information 
possible of the nature and extent of the trade carried 011 to and 
from tho dIfferent parts of Asia by the soveral European natious, 
andJlos we are conyinced that our owu concerns have received vory' 
material detr~ment frofh the ilhcit PIRctices of interlopers trading 
thither nndel' tho sanction of foreign colours, it is our positiv& 
instructi~n, whICh you are to consider as a. standmg order, that there 
be transmItted us from time to time an account of all bhips or 
vessels that .shall arrive at Bengal under foreign colours parti~ 
culal'isiug their names and ourthen, the nam!) of the commande11 

. , 
I Court to ~mbay 15th Jan. 1783 paras 10 and n, Pub. n.,p. Com·f.lh Vol 11 01 
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the tllne of arrival, from whence, in whose employ, with the best 
specification you may be able to procure both of theil' Import and 
export charges, to whICh we desire may be added such observations 
a.nd remarks as may occur to you thereon in order, If it shall appear 
neceS8arv, that ~ may take the needful measures for checkmg 
suC'h trade where it may be found to be impl'operly conducted. 
A stllct attention to this subject Will form an Important part of the 
duty of our new board of tt'ade. If faithfully executed, it Will be 
atlanclod With most beneficial consequences to our commercial 
interests. 'Ve trust we shat'! hereafter find that a strict and 
punctual obedience has been~ald thereto. We expect this register 
to be k~pt iu the office of the Custom Master, conceiving it to faU 
properll within the line of his Outy and that the Company be put to 
no additional expense on account of the same.l 

Early in November 1799 a severe storm passed over Bombay. 
To this fltorm, in an acconnt of the progress of Sion Causeway, the 
Engmeer Mr. Robert Nicholson has the following reference: I have 
the further satisfaction to inform you that-during the late severe 
storm, in which it may be supposed the water was very much 
agitated, not a single stone was dlsplaced.~ 

One of the gravest calamities which has fallen on Bombay was the 
great fire of February 1803. In a letter to the Court of Directors 
the H(\uourable Jonathan Duncan Governor and President gives the 
following account: With extreme concern we acquaint your Honour
able Court that on the 17th February a most alarming fire broke out 
IU the very exteuslve and populous Bazar sItuated withm this garrIson. 
I t is not exactly known whence thq fire originated. -N otwilhstauding 
surmIses and suggestIOns to the contra~y, in our opinion there is no 
sufficient reason to conSider it arose from any other cause tha.n acci
dent. The fire broke out early in the day and the wind contmuing 
unusually high the flames increased with astonishmg rapidIty. So 
great and ViOlent was the conflagration, that at sunset the destructIOn 
of every house in the fort was apprehended •• The fla~es ail'ec~ed their 
COOl se III a south-easterly dIrectiOn from that part of the Bazar oppo
!!Ite to the Cumberland B.avehn qUlte down to the Kmg's harracks. 
DurlUg the whole of the day every.effort was used to ctJpose "its 
progress, but the fierceness of the fire driven rapIdly on by the wind 
Laffied all attempts; nor did it visibly abate till nearly a. thIrd part 
of the town wlthm the walls had been consumed. 

The apprehensions excited by this calamitous event were cQllsi
derab1y lrLcrell.8ed by the direction of the wi!d impollipg the flames 
towards the arsenal. For whate"Ver security the magazines ~ight be 
supposed to afford against access to the fire, still the smallest crevice 
was sufficlen~ to admIt a spark to the great mass of gunpowder within 
the (.astle. It WIIS impossible to view otherwise than in a state of 
awful suspense the destructIon to the whole garrison Which was 
thus WIthIn the bounds of possibility •. Before midnight the wind 

, . 
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changed m~re to tbe northward whence it veered,round gr3.J:luallJ 
to the eastward, abating at the same tIme in its force. From tillS 

rather than from any human effort, the conflagration vlsll,!y 
decreased and the danger which threatened the castle gradually 
dIminished. WhIle llsmg every practical exertion to check the 
progress of the flames, we derived particular and most uSf'ful 
aSSIstance from the presence of Vice Admiral Rainier who repaired to 
the spot with all the officers aud a dne proportIon of the men of ilis 
Majesty's squadron. From their ac~ve mterference and uncommon 
exertions was derived the greater part of any oppositIOn that could 
be made to the extension of the con"-agratwn. This help proved 
more eminently advantageous in the two or three days that followed 
the first extensive destruction by p~ling down the crumbling ruins 
and thereby smothering the remainmg fire and smouldering 
l:lmbers. Otherwise we might have had to lament far I greater 
devastation than has occurred. 

The loss of lives has been small though there has not ye~ been 
time to take any exact acco~nt. But the fire having rugeJ chiefly 
throughout the day, afforded opportunity to the lllhabitants to save 
not only thell' lives but many 'of them a consIderable share of their 
portable property. The damage sustained on this occasion by the 
Honourable Company has been proportionably inconsIderable. At 
the same time the occunence of the calamity has rendered manifest 
to all who witnessed it, the danger to whICh the garrison would 
have been exposed in the event of the appearance of an enemy 
before Bombay. n'he number of houses in the Bazar, the very 
exceptionable mode of their constl'Uction, aud the combustIble 
matel'lals of which the great~r pal·t of them are composed and with 
which many of t4em wefe also filled in the commercial pursuits of 
their owners, would have-exposed us to nearly equal hazard from 
the enemy's throwing in only a. few sheUs. Whibt from the con· 
fined situation joined to the distress that must at all times have 
been inctdent to Auch a confiagratiou, the means of effectua.l defence 
must soon have been remle~ed impossible Without any conSIderation 
to the nt~ber of t"be gamson or to the strength of the works. 
Udder tJtis view of the locat circumstances it will require the 
most mature deliberation whether to admit the bazal's to be rebuln 
under any modification. It must probably appear under every 
point of view preferable to allot a space in the oarts adjoining the 
fort and esplanada for the erection- of a black town such as at 
Mad'ras; or gradually ti effect such a separation between the town 
and the fortMcations as e~ists at Dalcutta, On these and other 
points olfr subsequent proceedings will be In due course submitted.} 

Four days later (26th February 1803) the Bombay Clovernment 
wrote to the Court: from enquiries dtade since our letter of the 2:>'nd 
it has been ascertained that dnring the conflagration 471 houses 
were burnt, a number very much less than at first was supposed. 
Considering ,the far greater apprehensions of the extent of the 
damage a~ nrst entertained, jt affords us subject of consolation 

1 Bombay tQ Conrt22ud Feb •. 1803, Pub. Dlllry 171 of 1803, 782, 'fS;; 
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tQ be able to conclude from data which we consider of pretty good 
authority, tU.1t the real damage occasioned by the fire cannot exceed 
fifty I!tkhs of rupees both in real and moveable property; whilst 
in 'new to the nrious recoveries of valuable articles sinet' the fire 
and wLich are still continuing t() be made, it may reasonably be 
hoped that the total amount of losft in moveables and merchandise 
lDay not ultimately exceed forty 18khs of rupees-a result which 
viewing Bombay 89 an O\Dporium of general commerce cannot .. we 
trust, be productive of any other than partlal and temporary pra~ 
judi(.e to the commercial intereyts of the por!;.l 

Scme fut,ther \lsefnl detaiJ'l are contained in a. letter dated 27th 
February 1303 from the Superintendent' of Police to Government! 
In consequence of your order on the 21st instant to remove'from 
tIDtbin the fort all tatty walls~and projections with thatched roofs 
ot" cajan stractures, mat frames, and other combustlble. articles, I 
immediately ordered the battaki to be beaten to that effect and went 
~itb my people into the different streets and alleys not only in the 
BIaek but also in the European pal·tel?£ the town within the walla.. 
At first, wherever I turned my eye, I obs!~.rved more or Jess com
bustIble materials from whole houses (generally stables or cow-houses 
filled wi.th hay or straw) to two or three cajlJns tied up to keep off 
the rain or ilie sun. , 

The nnrcber and description or these projections which I herewith 
subjoin,~ will enable you to jud~e of the very great danger from _ 
fire to which the town was daily exposed by such quantities oE these 
combustible l3ubstances being collected in it. In many places,thes& 
materials were so old and had become so inflAmmable tbat I am 
surprised the town has not been .JDore_ frequently set on fire. 
Except:!Jg in the hODses of some of the !pos~ wealthy inhabitants 
",here the partition walls are built with strong materlil.ls, the rooms 
are generally divided by partitions of tattys particularly iu all 
houses let out to rent where many of tho apartmonts are not more 
than eIght or nine feet square. In this small sp!j.ce tbey dress vic· 
tUJ.ls three times a day surrounded with nothing but those'iDfJamma. .. 
1Ie substances almost as bad as tinder itself. Many of these partitions 
appeared SI) old that I think they must have been put 11p at least 
eight or ten years. Wlth every prdcaution, I am perfectl~ astoDlshed 
how they e&caped so long. Wherever either a whole wall at' any 
considerable portion of a. wall has been removed I would humbly 
recommend that it ought to'pe bwlt up as soon as possible with & 
wall or mortar and stone or of mud and stone. In the state they are 
now as much danger is to 1)e apprehendel as before removal from . ' 

~----~--~---------------------------. 
1 Bombay to Co\ll't 26th Fcb. 1803, Pnb. Diary 171 of lSOS, 79S·79lr. f 

1I List of honses. removod by the> o,de1'8 of the Governor and CouncIl: 1 <l in ClLure h 
Ga~ street. 7 in Goviud Kanoba's Sb-eet, 5 in the lane opposite Sorabji's house, II in 
Vlthoba YAdavjl'. Lane, 2 In Frdmji NanabMi's Lane, 4 in Purshotatn Ohimltji'& I:!trcet, 
5 in KhBSJll'atcl', Street, 3'luNlintibMI Bamanji' .. Street,Zin K£v".ji Subhe~~l"& Lane. 
fj in the Governor's old etable, and 9 others, total:;4, NIno Bhoys' (llhois' or Palanquin 
.op al'ere,) bo\l>W8 ougbt to be removed and three others ncar the.l3az6.r Gnte are very 
dangerouR awl ran el\811Y be set fire to. A largo quantItY' of mo.tting lind nlat trainee 
1'3& been removed from the European part of tho town to tho northward. 1)11 ChUl'cb 
btreet. Public Diary 172 Qf 1803, 1091-10jl4. 
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the current of air being now greatel" Rnd ~hcl'efol'e more liable to hlow 
about the sparks of fire. Before I conclude this snbject I humhly bt>1} 
leave to draw your attention to the bousps of a claas of peoplp call1',{ 
Bhois. They are situated in the street of Kavn~jt 8nLhooll.f 
SU1'l'ound~d by a number of wealthy Parsis' hoqses Thf'y ll{lvo 
occupied that I!pot 'of gt'ound from the time of Governor Ln,w 
sixty years ago. The houses oliginally built of nothing but woooen 
frames filled up with tattys, nre now so very old and decayed thnt 
'they are Rctually tumbling to pieces and are so very inHamn1able 

, that I atn confident was it spark ancl! to take effect particularly in' 
the night, they would be consumed in ~ few minutes togetber with 
their miserable inhabitants. 'fhe gro~lld they occupy if expoee(l 
to salo would bring a very high p'l-ice, and these poor wretches 
might be provided wIth better lodgtngs and many more comforts, 
by being removed without the fort while at the same time the town 
would be rid of e. dangerous alld alarming nuisance. I cannob halp 
-also taking notice of the C8.l'WBS' (Kh8.1'vas') houses neal" the BaZ:1.1' 
Gate.. Theyate a class of useJul and industrious men who ply in the 
boats in the harbour and with a few regulations 1 think then houses 
might be rendered safe which at present is faJ" n'om being th~ case. 
Two or'three other old honses in the town onght to be rebuilt, 
but the owners I am informed are too pOOl' to build them. In tho 
EUJ'opean part of the town the principal objects worthy of llObc~ 
were mats and mat frames attached to every houso with here and 
there It> atablol part of whlCh was filled with bay. all of which ha.s been 
l'emoved. I • 

On the 21st Fel1hlary Captain Brookes ·the. property assessor 
submitted with a. plan a atateJIlcnt tilf the nnmber of houses and an 
estimate of the value of tlte property destroyed at 24 lakhs. In a. 
Consultation of the 2f)th March Government preferred the estima\e 
in the Bombay (A)7Iriet' of the 26th February of 201akps of house 
property, and merchandise and moveabtea about ail muoh more, or 
between 50 and 1\3 lakhs in all, a. total which recoveries might be 
expected to reduce to 40 llikhs,lI On the 26th March 1803 Govern
ment 'resolved that A Committee be immediately constituted with 
Mr. Halle\ for their fileeretary on an allowance of Rs. 400 as salary 
to report 01\ the best means of repairing the destruction caused by 
the late fire. II 

This committee which was called the Town Committee received 
the following instructions: Upon due ... consideration of the several 
suggeitions from QUI' own members it may perhaps become expedtent 
to allow the D~ive merChants whose premises have,been burnt to 
build ill li~u of those now 4estroyed, . warehauaeB for the reception, 
nnder due precautions, of their goods and counting hou.ses in as !'.ttl' 
in respect 'to both these deseriptionB otstruetuJ'eS as shall be deemed 
eonsiatent with e. due :regard to the sectlrlty of the forti which seems 
at the £il'~t glane\) t<l oppoae this cls.&s of inlw.bitants being allowed 

I Letter DOI\\ tba 'l;uperin~ndent of l'olice to th~ &esid()ll~d Conncil, 27th Feb:" 
1803, huh. Diary 17a of l803, 1080 ·1091. • 

t Bom. Gov. CODSultation 26th Ma.rch 1803, J?ub. Diary 173 of 1803, 1058 ·1063. 
I Bom. Gov. Consultation 26th March )803. Pub. Diary 172 oll&>!t, 1174. 
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to ruwe their dwelling houses within the walls. Olijection is also 
rightly taken to any of the proposed warehouses or offices being 
of more thun two st,)l'ies at the hIghest or otherwise covered thau 
by terraces instead of the pitched r~ofs that ha.ve hitherto prevailed. 
It may be hopea that you will be able to convince the nllotives in 
{lueation of the unadvisableness of their residing in II. garrison 
crowded with lofty strustures filled with goods and merchandise 
and intersected by such na.rrow streets as exi8ted before the late 
fire. And that from the conviction forced on their minds by the 
late sad calamity, they will'tvillingly concur in the expediency of 
their uwelling houses an<f'families being without the fort where 
tbey ought to be sensible that under the advantago of our insular 
~ltuation both will be m pe.lfect security. The motives for our 
','luclining to admIt 8"1 descriptlOll of their goods to be lodged 
wlthm the walls and for their being consequently indulged WIth 
eountlllg houses adjoining anse out of what the papers now trans
mitted to you indicate to be the local Clrcumstances of the harbour, 
where that part of it immediately I,lpposite to the fortifications is 
represented to be the- only eliglble spot for the lading of ~hips 
pc,l hculal'ly during the monsoon. ThiS point it wm be your object 
~till further to lllvestigate SlUce it would certainly prove above all 
thmgs desirable that every mercantile house, especially of the 
mtll'c5, should be situated without the fort as is completely the 
Lase at Calcutta and has we understand lately become so a.t 
Madras Detore any plan be fina.lly adopted it is necessary that the 
right of possession or property in the tract lt1i&l waste by the late 
conflagratIOn should be thoroughly ascertained. Tow:uds a~si~t
ing III thlB inquiry you are l:iel'ewilh: furm::lhed With statements 
taken from the collector's regi.3try oi the two descriptions of 
ground, na.mely public and prIvate, affected by this calamity. '1'0 
these statements are added remarks from Mr. De Souza a well 
informed native of tills place. We are pleased to find Mr. Hall, the 
Company's attorney, does not deem It neceesary alwgether to 
acquiesce in Mr De Souza's conclusions". Mr. Hall considers that 
the part of the ground styled' pubhc' was gwen to the tenants not 
in perpetuity as understood by' Mr. De SOl\za but nterely Jl,S a 
}.IermisBive mdulgence to be resumed at will. :Ur. Halt holds that 
unless any of the public or unpensioned tenants can show leases 
from Government conferrmg a superior ·title those dlstinguished 
under the name of pensioned proprietors can alone claim com
pensation from the Honourable CompanI for any ground wuich it 
may be deemed adviliable to le-occupy.l • 

In April 1803 the Superintendent of Police was called on to 
report regardmg the nuisance of noisy dogs of which the grand jUly 
had complained. Mr. Halliday, the Police Superintendent, said the 
number of stray dogs on the esplanade had of late greatly increaseu 
in consequence of their owners' families having been burnt out 01' 

forced to quit their houses in the fort. He said the dogs though 
ownerless were fed. by the natives especially by \he Parsis. He 

I B_. Gov. Duiry 26th March 1803, i>ublic Dim'Y 112 of 1803,1175.11711. , . , 
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teeommended that at a certain time of year after warning llll stray 
dogs especially puppies should be destroyed. Government forwardetl 
the Superintendent's report to the Justices with the suggestion that a 
rule be passed to afford rilasonabJe rellef, ,At the Ballle timo they 
expressed 'the wish that the new rule should show· some regard to 
the c~toms' of the natives especially .of the Parsis, who were 
known to cherish these .(logs as is reqw.site in view to certain 
observances ,in' their rituaV· 
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NOTES. 
, 

Sa (PAGEr, NO~B £ ) 

Apta is suggested for the village Batty from which Ule Brahman~ 
wer ... carried away. l>Ir. R. A. Lamb, I. C. S. Collector of Kolaba 
notices (13th July 1893) as more likely the village Vat about 
H miles from the right bank of the patalganga. in Pan vel some 
bix mlles above Apta. Though now stopped by a dam the rivel.' 
may formerly have been tiJal to Vat. Mr. Lamb's idontification is 
probably correct. 

Za (PdGB 87 NOT1l1.) 

On the 7th April 1684 the Oourt write to Surat regarding the 
redeeming of the drowned lands of Bombayl. Redeem those 
drowned lands of Bombay, for'which wt\ shall now propose you a 
method which we think cannot fail. -That is, you may agree to give 
the undertakers every Saturday night a day and a half's pay for 
every day's work for every man they shall employ in that service, 
part money and part rice; the rice at a price by which we may be 
a lIttle gainers. And promise the undertakers over and above such 
daily pay to give them ..• ~OOO (?~ dollars when the whole work is 
completely fin18hed. Whatever use you shall give the ground to 
hereafter, it will be absolutely necessary to frame a substantial 
~trong sluice in the middle of your great dam t~ drain the ground 
upon occasion~if you should plant it, or to let in the salt water if you 
should make a salt work of it. 'This ,we leave to your ,coDsidera· 
tion, being nearer the place, with this nete only that salt is a com
modity in the bay (of Bengal) and in som.e places of the South Seas. 
I f from any of the coru.ts near Bombay you can exchange equal 
quantIties of sa.It for rice, nothing can be so profitable to us as to 
convert all those drowned lands when they""ar3 rescuecl. from tho 
sea into salt pans after the manner of those at Rochelt in France or 
Santuvaly in Portugal. This you may discover from many seamon 
iu our ships which ilave seen ~ those salt paris in both f)laces"and 
the manner of causing it to shoot rnto small grains. Whether you 
resolve upon a salt work or not, we conceive the bottom or lower
mObt part of the valley when the sea-water is pent out must be filled 
up WIth ~arth from the higher parts of the ground to the level of the 
seJ. without your dam at half flood or thereabouts, and your sluice 

1 

1 Vanous ea\1f,(lS were II!Isigned for tho alarming mortality amongst Europeans in 
Bombay. The atmosphere was at first supposed to be polluted by the putnd bah wlth 
which the trees were manured. A. more reasonable conjecture was that malaria arose 
r, 0111 the low plaUlS which were overflowed at lugh tldes, and lef~ In a slI'l\IlIPY state 
",hen the sea receded. III 1675 a propos't,on for drUUlltlg tho swamps was Bubmltted to 
the Court by the Governm~nt of Bombay. Several surveys wore ,n consequence mooe ; 
and m 1684 authollty to commence the work w~s received. Letter~ flom the I'rc8utent 
and Councll of Surnt dated 11th January 1676 i to tho Court dated 17tll January 1676; 
:\Ild from the Court dated February 1684. Description of Hindustan by Wolter 
Hamilton Esq. Anderson's English in Western Indm (1854), 62·63. Neither the 
Bombay proposals of 1675, the detlula 01 ilia constlCJuont surveys, DO~ the Oourt'. 
Ord~r5 of 1684 h.>ve {lSg3) beOIl traced lD the Bombay Itcoolds. 
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must be set accordingly in heigllt'. Otherwise when you draw up your 
sluices to let out the fresh water in the time of great rams, tho "ell 
water may troublt'somely retul'll upon you. We conceIve likewl--e 
that, when you have levelled the whole to such a height /l.S is fit ror 
draining the valley, it will be necessary from yoUr sluice to dra.w 
tl ditch or trench quite through the lowerrool>t pllrts of the vl1l1",y 
if YOll should plant or till it, as well M for, keeping the fresh water 
.out of your salt if you should turn it into salt ponds. It YOll 

should agree with the undertakers for draining of the drownc,l 
lands as aforesaid, it is necessary tha\ you should appoint somo 
trusty English to keep constant check upon the workmen tllRt we 
may be sure to pay no more days' wages to the wOlkmen Uum we 
have full day's work done.1 Three inonths later, !!nd July 1684, 
the Court resume: Prosecute with effect the draining of our oYcr~ 
flooded ground at Bombay sa we wrote you last year (A pl'illb8.3-SI) 
If for the furtherance of that or for any other canse you shall find 
our Prebident'g own presence gecessary at Bombay and that he mlly 
be spared from Surat, we leave to him and our Council to take 
such a time for his going thither, stay there, !Uld return from thellce, 
sa you shall find most a.ccommodable to our general affa.irs and our 
interest.! 

Ba (PAGlfS 111 JoND 112 NOTlf 1.) 

The name Gunsway seems to be Ganj~wai, literally the G!Ulja. 
or figure-headed ship HateM. Sawai is sull in common use as a 
name for large Nq.tive craft as Navd,~ SatMfi, the Kcit'di or vellsd 
called Sawtii. Such names as Phateh-Sawti,i Vidor" Sawai are 
also common. Sawai or S.wa O'Cems to be the Marathi and 
Gujarati for one and a qUil.1'ter. It is used with a sense COtl'c$ponding 
to such English laudatorJ phrnses as a man and a half, a ho1'<,e anu 
a half, or a ship and a half. Thus among Maratha: Brtilimn.ns 
the second Madhavl'ao Peshwa (1774 -1795) is still known as 
Saw/li M.adhavra~, the greater Madhavrao. Compare Rajputaila 
Gazetteer, II. 136. Jaya'Smgh, commonly known as Siwtl.i Jaya 
Singh, Snvai meanin~ Ii and representing Jaya Singh's f>uperionty 
ovett othel's whom toe unit represents. The· same melming seems 
to explain- the t,itle (Tod's Western India, 1. 438) Rmna Sawa or 
Saw/li of Rl\C Mal, the noble Rathod pirate of Bet-D" arks. in Kathia.. 
war, who (A..D. 1572) lost his life iu saving his sovereign Mnzafa1' 
Shah (1561.1572). The phra.s6 is proverbial in the saying lJap 
BalVa, beta, a son clcverw Ulan his father. 

54 ( P .!eIK 1:0 41/'1) ~ qTlf 5.} 

The original is f to R.:>biu tho Butchc~'s Islnnd'. The only 
apparent sense is that the butcher after whom the island was 
suppos~d to be called was named Robin. Pel haps a fairy Robin 
Goodfellow' n~e suitable to the mythical namer-giver. In spite 

.. 
J Courli to Surl\t 7th April 1684, PuUUI D..p. Court'. Letters Vol. 1 of IGSl-l6SS 

80 82. 
- '<::ourt to Sur!\t 2nd J\lly 1684, Pub. bep. Court's Lettera Vol. 1 of 1631-168.5, 91 
The Court's 16!l3·S4 Orden have not btleu tz&ced (.1893). • 
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.f Grose's (1750) explanation (Voyages, I. 58) that the island wag 
:aIled Butcher because cattle were kept on it for the use of Bombay, 
,he English name Buwher Island seems a. case of meaning-makmg. 
~rye)', 1673 (Travels, 61-62 and Map), calls the Island Putachoes 
properly Pateca.!) or watermelons; and this derivation is accepted 
II a Portuguese account of Bombay, 1'728 (Arch. Port. Or. Fas. 6 
)npt. New Goa, 1876, p~es 287-292). Patachos Yachts, a word 
Isell by BaldaJus, 1680 «)hurehdl's Voyages, III. 533) Bud Putas 
larIots, in connection with a story that as in Goa a Ribbop banished 
,he hl1rlots to an island, have' also been suggested. But Patecas 
ndons, seems the only derivdtion for which authority cnn be quoted. 
~e~lJes the commoner Dardivi, the Marll.tlli name Bhat or BMtiche 
3et, the lowlying island, is sruMo be still in use for Butcher's Island. 
t seE'ms fmrly certain the English Butcher is the Portuguese Pateca. 
l11e absence of any connection between the island anJ watel'ltl.elons 
,uggests that in its turn the Portuguese nante is also a meaning
uaking from the Marathi Bhatiche Bet. 

Jo 

A. (PAG& 146,17 LINlfH PROM f'JIB f'OP.) 

1I1opont under Angns has been provisionally identified with 
tIohopada on the Panvel river. Later inq1liry fails to find any 
race of fortlficatlons at or near the Panvel Mohopada.. At tlle same 
lme information obtained from Mr. R. A. La.mb, I. C. S., Colleo
))' of Kol<lba., shows that the broad entrance to the Apta. river is 
nown as Mohopanth the False Channel, and that traces of a. fort, 
[so known as Mohopanth, remain on a hill at ~he creek side near 
Ie Panvel village of ilvre. 
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APPENDIX I. 

~art I.-Proposed Scheme. 
GXTRkCT paras 1 to 5 aDd 8 from the Collector of Bombay's Report 

No 1 hllbullttetl to Government m July 1891, contailllng as required by 
Government 11 detailed sellemo fot:' the compill1tlOD of 11 statIstical 
account. of the Town and Island of Bombay 

1. ..is d,reeted 10 yout:' letter No 1721, dated 15th May l~st, I beg to 
snbmlt tho following scheme fot- the preparation of a StatistIcal Account 
of the Town and Island of Bombay. 

2. I propose that the StatlOltICal Account shollJd consist of four 
VOlllDl~S each Qf 400 to 500 pages llwform with the publi!>hed set of 
dl~triCt statIstICal accounts. 

3 Except that I think the volllmcs should coot.'\!U copies of the 
gl'e.ltcst possIble variety of old and recent maps and charts of the town 
Isl.uld and harbonr, I wOllld not propose ODY Illustration of the account. 

4, I would suggest that the first volume shottld conSISt of three 
kadmg parts . 

(rI) DesenptlOu including ehmate and geology. 
(0) History 1D perIOds showing for each period the leading general 

aud local events and a summary of the changes and progress m the 
sIze of the city' the increase of population, the growth of trade and 
lIIdustnes, the development of management, revenue, mUlllcipal, hal" 
bour, JustIce, pohce, educ!l.tlon changes lU the appearance and charactcl' 
of the cIty and Island d~e to t'ugmeenng works, 8'Ilrveys, roads, bUIld· 
ings, fiJlmg low-lands and foresllOres, docks, fortificatIOns: also changes 
In the cODtiItions of hfe, soctal changef, pohhcal religIOUS and socml 
muvements. 

(c) PIJ.Ce~ and objects of interest Includmg public building3, 
churches, temFles, mosques and shrmes. forj;R, place names of historIC 
mterest, traces of early rulers Hindn, Mnsafman, aud Portuguese. 
Tho second volome should be devoted to trade ul'Lder the-heads of 

ommuDlcations, industrIes, mauufactures, commerce, and capita'!. 
t: uder Communicat.ions 

(Ii) Dy land Roads and bridges, tramways an'd railways." 
(b) Hy Bea. • - Q 

(1) Gencw.l steam and sailing vessels. (2) Local coasting steamers 
and country craft. 

Loder Indu~tries 
(<I) Labour 

(1) Settled in the island. (2) Drawn .crom the country l'ound. 
Classes who laboun, conditlOn, character, q'\ln.hfications as 
workmen, effect of railways and coasting steam~rs on the 
Bupply of labour. 

(h) Crafts: 
Classes who follow each craft or calling; thClr numbers, condition, 

chflracter, qualIficatlOns; changes lD the c1!!sses employed: 
earnings: processes not in detail' prospects. 

(c) Manuiactures-The great developmont of slRlam industries, 
factoncs, foundries, wOl'ksbo!)8: informatIon for each class all 
undor (6).-

LJ ]185 .... 56 
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C.-Private contributors and specialists who will write on such 
subjects as description, geology, chmate, botany, natural history, trade 
and. commerce, and agrICulture. }}xcept in the case of such laborious 
snbJe?ts as trade and commerce and to the poorer contributors, 
contrIbutors unde~ Class C wIll probably require neither estabhshment 
nor remuneratIOn. 

Part 1I.!..Heads of Inquiry. 
Information is available from..three mam sources: 

A.-Governmcnt Recooos, Books, and Newspaper Files. 
B -Municipal Records and OfficIals. 
C.-'{'he People. 

The Jollowing pOlllts of inquify are proposed under 

A.-RECORDS, BOOKS, AND NEWSPAPERS. 
t. DESCRIPTION. 

Descriptive notice of any parts of the Town or of the Island. Views, 
references to changes in the surface ot the Island. Quarrying, filling 
hollows, reclamations, making vellards, complalIlts of crowded ness of 
trees or of houses. 

Temperature or other daily records (except in very eat·]y papers, a 
reference to such records will be enough, since most such detalls havl' 
been complIed). Unusual or untunely weather, sudden or exceSSIve 
rainfalls, failures of rain, intense heat, slDgular cold, storms in monsoon, 
cyclones, earthquake shocks, famines, epidemics. 

Notes connected with geology, special rocks, fOSSIl or other animal or 
vegetabJe remains. 

II. PRilDUCl'ION. 
G, 

Notes of the qualitles, values, and uses of o'3tones, quarries, sand, and 
earth. 

Special harvests, introduction of new crops, plants, or trees. New 
,methods of grafting. References to blights or to new diseases. 

Notes regardlllg the habits ot animals, especially of migratory or 
stranger bIrds. Rcgarding fish, appearanFe of whales, dUgbngs, and 
oiler unusual fish; plagues of fhes, mosqUItos, locusts, rats; notICes of 
sA, snakes; trade in aDImals, sheep, cattle, horses. ~ Any table~ or details 
J)f pl'lces of ammals. Shows of cats'Qdogs, cattle, and horses: 

III. POPULATION. '" 
Settlements of new castes; histories of castes; caste quarrels. Notices 

ilIustratmg changes of customs, drc~s, food, and mode of living among 
the different classes; also changes III the place of living and in the style 
of house. Any notes of drunkenness, of exce~ive use of opium or"other 
stimulant. Any references to' .,laves, to EUI;op~an pr\l)st~tutes. ~otes 
on any observances, religIOUS or other great MahaJan or JalD"'gathermgs. 
PIlgrim traffic, census and census details. 

IV. AGRICULTURE. 
There wtll be httle except what has come under 'Plants a~d trees. 

Still there may have been interestmg schemes and attempts to grow 
exotics and introduce new practices References to tammes, years of 
scarCIty, also years of epidemICS, should come under climate. At any 
ratc wherevcr the references may be worked up, all references should be 
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chensheil. The information collected should refel" solely to Bomhny. 
It .hould show the effect of upconntry famines on tho CIty alld Is1UlII1-
uuder the following heads: 

(a) Price of grain. 
(b) Influx of famine-stricken people. 
(c) Development of grain trafuc. 
(d) Spread of epulemlc dIsease. 
(6) Increase of mortahty. 

V. CAPI'f~L. 

Notes regarding the :Mint Ilnd the Bo1ll~ay Bank. 
Notes on forms of investment; on rates of interest, on tho Loaldiu'i 

ot bulhon; on different phases of speculation, time bargains, HlIlI 

bargains, sbares. Labour mortgages. ~If-sale oJ' beredltary servants; 
investment of labour, Forced labour. 

All statements of wages are vaIuablo, whether of skilled or of un~killed 
labour. An interesting point connected WIth labour is the classes of 
work of which the different communities have a monopoly. Any Doti('Of! 
of e~dInct monopolies are valua~e. 

EspeCIally gram, milk, water, and firewood prices, tlJllt is the prices of 
necessaries are interesting. . 

As a rule, a reference will be enough in the first instance, as ruo~t 
price-detaIls have probably already been compIled. 

"PriceR of land tlhould be carefully· noted. The Collector's offico is 
trying to prepare a full account of the increase in the value of bnd at 
differtlnt timeR and in different parts of the Island. Notes on sales 
of land require care Qr they mislead. What interest and htle was 
transferred by the sale P Was the int,erest complete P Was the tItle 
free from doubt P "How far was the land transferred burdened by 
charges? Was the price at tile time or transfer cODsldered high, low, 
or falr.? Rents of 10u8e84>1' shops at any time are useful and should be 
noted. 

VI. TRADID 

References to early road· makIng, cost of compensation, cost of making. 
Statements of mileijge l1nder rOlids. 

The olri Europeans used to go in palkhis, then in bullock cartH; I think 
Mr. Patel refers about 1800 to the first horse cal'l'J3ge:used by a Pirsl in 
Bombay .• Notes abo\lt the first carriage, tho first bnggy, the first (llli! 

last'omml:!ys, the first victona, wo.Id be interesting. 
Embankments and vellards, eanseways-SlOn and Jamsetji-would 

come nnder roadE! and bridges. Railways -Opening of G. 1. P. and 
B. B. & C. I. Ferries-Any traces of ferries through the Lslani! or 
from one part of the Isbnd to another in old tlmes. Steam ferries 
across the harbour Docks references (the account publi~heJ 7th Mar,J 
1891 will help) Yessel~-Specia1 kind13 of vessels, new rigging, visih 
of foreign .men-or-war, the first steam ~oat. Statements of tonnage ane 
details of large ships might be useful; but a referClIce to such would bl 
better than an extract. ' 

Rest Honses-To come under BulldingB. 
PostoOfuces--o\I'o come nnder Admmistration, Post. 
LIght.houses.!....To come unJer Administration, Port Trust, and Ob,iect 

of Interest. 
Trade Returns, only references. There nlay be good papc~s compal ill: 

~pe returns over a series of years 01' 1\ llistory of the trade lU a (;Crtal 



Proposed Scheme 1 

AND ISLAND. 4,t5 

:undo Any notico of thc startmg of a new at ticlo of import or expo I t 
01' of somo new hne of tll.de would bo intorestmg. 

R"lercncps to FmfS mIght be given. 
lILukcts "oula come under Municlpal Works. Rcfurcnces would bo 

\'.,Iu.,ble. 
ll.cfCHnccs to C'arrIers nnd Pnok Bullocks would bo interesting. 
Bo hOI .IS and other po,ckml'n 
Refuences to exports and Imports would be enough. Any articles or 

I,OtC6 on the COUI~e of trad~, on tho hands through which trade pabses, 
\\ oulJ be lllt€l'osting. 

Referullces to spooml trudes-.-Cotion, Opium, Salt, would be valuable 
Ths lUtrou[lctlOn of new 'crafts IS always important. Any noles 

l'c"'orJlllg such specIal crafts as Ship-buildmg or So,lt'maldng would be 
lUt(,lestm'" Under Ship-bUllc'ing, notes of' lauuches, of ship's SIze, rig, 
Lo"t, and" use are aU valuable" Bruldmg of steamers, iron foundlllg, 
st:'1 t1!lg of :Fdctoues (except £01' very early references extracts should 
not be made, as there are other sources of mformation). 

VII, HISTORY. 
Referenccs to early local history ?aluable- (May bo artIClos In 

cc,nnection "lth somo Antlquanan or other dIScovery) DIscovery of 
canoes or tools or other traces of eatly man mterestmg. 

In btC'l' tImcs notice of great events WIth wblch Bomboy ha$ been 
connected Effect of defeats. Rejoicmg3 over vIctories Pleparationl'! 
ful expedItIons VISIts of dIstingUIshed strangel's, illummatlons. Events 
of public intercst, fires, storms, epIdemICs, condItIOn of the people, tImes 
of plenty and money-makmg, times of want and money-losing. Such 
l'vents should, as a rule, be a~Tanged as a year book or year statement. 
The yearly Slillllllarles, such as bave for sevel'al yellrs beon gIven in the 
TINes of Ind.a, would help. Also Hpeoches connected WIth gl'eat pul;Jlw 
events gl ve an opportumty of mllkmg c~mpal'lsons and tl'acmg progress 
and development. Lord Reay's JubIlee Bpc~ch was, I beheve, to a grcat 
cxtent an hlBtol'icul letrospeot. Probably speeches have been mado at 
Jllien~ah on great pubhc OOllaSIons where nseful items of contrust have 
l)(Jell "ell brought onto 

RIOts alld dlstnl'bnnccs important. Also cases of )lublic intGrest in the 
~~~ . 

All that sheds light on the condition and mode of hIe of the people at 
dll'f"rent hmes. " 

Any epJ(lemio or other matter c4Innected with public b£alth ~hich 
"ould affect the general happmess of the people. 

State of trade at the time, faIlures and bankruptcies, 
VIII. ADMINISTRATION. 

Xll notICes of early Conrts and other arrangements for adminiljtering 
JUStICC al e valnable Arbltrat.\on Courts, '" , 

Notices of the begmning of Municipal Government,' He!IJth Dopl).rt
ment, EducatIonal Department. Summaries occasionlLlly given of past 
progress and need of fUrthel' changes, Objccts and reasons at, the 
begmlllng of Acts, 

Hderencee to Land Administration, to Surveys of t~e IHland,. Customs 
Admi1lJ6tratJOu, E.\,elsc, OpIum, Tobacco. 

Naval ami 1'tlI11t.tly-b'orts and ForWicQ,tioIlS. .Arrangements fo1' 
troups, hall'[l,Gks, parade-grounds, volunteering. 

lllbtOl y of PolIce. 
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Eec leRiastieal. 
:Manngement of the Harbour, Port Trust. 
Post and Telegraph. 
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Rallways and Tramways. 
'l'axatlOn-Notes of ncw taxes, why levied, incidenc~ proceeds. DiJr 

turbances in connection with levy of taxes. HaBuit of disturbances. 
IX. OBJECTS or 'INTEREST. 

All notes which give a.ny place in the Island Itn historical intcl'Cst. 
~here any important fact happened, as where the SldlS camped whcu 
(1695) they held the greater part of the I~and , any Beene of old fighting; 
the burial. place of any distinguished man. • 

Any descrlption of a place in contrast to its present condition Or \1;;0 
(as the Cotton Green, DOW Elphinstone Circle). 

Accounts of the eircnmstances attondin'! the construction of the ('hi,.I 
llUildings (reference to budding detaIls is all that. is wantcd at fint). 
BuIldmgs would include charitable institutions. 

Ch16fi.r monuments, statues, fountains, instItutions, societillB, shows, 
clubs, parks, museums. 

X. GENKti.L DllU:CTIONS. 

All refereuces to books about Bombay, to charts, to maps, to reports, 
should be carefully noted. Note scts of articles about 1866 by Major 
Stoqueller on the old Artillery cantonments at Matunga. Also I'oecut 
articles on the Gourier new~aper by Professor ManMilJan. 

hole -Each Dote or extract must have the name and the date of the newspaper. 
Without thIS 110 Dote or extract i$ of 8ny value. 

B.-MUNICIPAL RECORDS AND OFFICIALS. 
A leadmg source of "Lnformation in preparing II.ny statistical description. 

ofilie Town and Tsland of Bombay: is the.Municipal Record and the Muni. 
cipal Staff. ,. 

The Municipal Record w~llld directly supply information nnder two 

heads (0" (b) Ad ., • a) oDstitutlOn. mlllJstrabop. 
In addItion to information under constltution and administration, tho 
knowledge .and experience of Heads of Departments and other members 
of the Municipal Staff If"onldt indirectly furnish 8. mass of information 

• reO'arding ;, . 
., ~) The de...elopment of the CIty. 

(4) The supply of the paeple's wanta. 
FUl'ther, as employers of labour, the Heads of the different branches of 
Municipal Admims,tration have on record 8 mass of details regarding 
wages, work·people, skilled and unskilled labonr, cost of prodnctlon lind 
materials, whICh would add greatly to the completeness of anyaccdnnt 
of the thty. • 

The details 'stfpplied by the Municipa.l" Record reach back to the 
foundation of a Municipality in Bombay. Undel' constitntion. details 
would be given of the form of town management which the Municipality 
superseded. The first Municipal constltlltion would be described and 
BlI.bsequetit changes noted in the qualifications and functions assigned 
to the ellctive an! administrative bodies.' The classcs which h3."-8 had 
tho greatest ahate of the votin:; and of the nominees ab different times 
might be illustrattd by analysis. The growth of interest in Municipal 
affaIrs might be shown by the greater number 'of camudateli and the 
incrcasc of votes. ' 
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The position and functions of the Municipal Oommlssioner should be 
llotect and bis relations descrlbed to the Stnndmg Commltttle and 
Corporation on the one hand, and to the Rends of the difforent branches 
of AdlUlmstration on the other. A L~t of MUlllCipal Commlsblonors and' 
the chJt)f works .carned out dnring the term of office of each should 
follow. 

Under administration would come details of the finanCial history of 
the l\luDlCIpallty, the lllcl~leJJCe and the yield of ta!.es, loans, ordInary 
and specIal, how far repaId; how fa1'- met by the proceeds of specIal 
cesses, how far a burden on general revenues. An account of thi) 
dIfferent; blanches of Administration would follow WIth a statement of 
the st,lff by whICh each bl'~nch is admimstered and a record of the 
ordffiary duhes and of the special works carried out by the dIfferent 
brauches smce the :r.IuUlcipaijJ:y was started. This summary would be 
an mtroduchon to details regardmg each of tbe main Departments; 

(I) FInance. (3) Health. 
(2) Works. (4) EducatIOn. 

(1) ~'IN.A...~CE. 

The sectIon on FInance would inchlde dlit .. lls of the Departmcntal 
Staff, Its strength, cost, and duties; >an explanntlOn of the dill'cl'ent taxes 
and other sources of revenue. 

General. Town 'dutIes. 
" ater. LlCenses. 
Halalkhor. Tobacco. 
Wheel and tolls. Property. 

l\llscelIa.neous. 

Under each of these heads would come the history and I.he IIlllnlwement 
of the tax of the changes of late and of yicld, and, so far as avail;blo, an 
e~ttlllato of the causes of the dlfferent changes 'The account mIght also 
contulD a statement of the arrlWlgemepts made for collecting roceiptR, 
Lheckmg frauds, and audItlllll accounts. .,A. summary lliustratmO' the 
gl'OWUlg prebsure of departmental work at five years' mtervals wo~ld be 
useful 

U nder Works come . 
(2) WORKS 

(1) Dramage. (5) B'1udings. 
(2) Water. (6) Markets. 
(3) Roads. (7) Garden •. 
(4) Fires. • (8) MllseumSl 

Under each ()f these heads the chIC" points for notice al'e'flle staff: the 
amonnt and nature of the rontme work' the loadlI\g schemes; theIr cost. 
how far completer{ ; how far still to be carried out. 

(1) Drainage. 

Under Drainage would come the histol': of the chICf braoohes of 
dl·ainage. 

(a) Storm Water Dj'ains, reservoirs, drainage sluices. ~e chalacier 
anq ohjt'ct of each, when carl-ied out, the cost. How far presont 
arrangements are satIsfac~ory. Works undcr contemplation, their 
object and ('stlmated cost. 

(b) Surjacc Drwmage -Character of the works, di!ticulties,~ow much 
done, btyle of dram, cost. l!'urther reqUIrements, estImated cost and 
order of urgency. 

(r) Su.nIM]e.-Styie of su!lage drain, how far system complete, COijt t9 
date: further reqUIrements, estImated cost p,nd order of urgency. 
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(d) Sew£lg6.-l'ast system, baskets, cn'rts, night-soil dop6ts. How far 
aWl in use. How far will bo permanently l·equired. How far' 
drains introduced flS a substitute. Progress made': putnpinO' statlOn~, 
main drains, house connections, vent pipes and vent tow~rs; tiMl 
6u\;let cost; statement of cost mileage and m8llSUl'«ment of completeol 
bUllt sewers and pipe hnes. PortlOlls of scheme Incomplete, esti
mated order at' urgency, !lOst, and time required to completc. 
Dlfficulties, risks, and advantages anticipatlld and experiehced. 

(e) [,rttr'ines ana Urinals.-qonstructlOn, standard plan and flushing 
arl'angements l nurobel', locahty, accommodatIOn; how i,lr existlllg 
provisIOn incomplete. To what Bta~ard of accommodation IS the 
MuniClpahty workIng. . 

Should finish with a statement of staff and pay and figures of office work 
and or mIscellaneous works'! 

(fJ) Water. 
The information regarding water-works oomes nuder two D1l1in 

sectIOns: 
(a) Supply. (b) Distribution. 

An introductory notice of the sourc~s of supply in Bombay before 
water was brought from the mainland should be followed by the hUltory 
of the leading supply projects: 

Veha.. Tulsi. 
For eacb of the dd'ferenb reservoIrs 
and character of the' works . 

Tansa. Pawlii. 
should be stated the PObltion, Size, 

(a) At the storage lakes. 
(b) Between the lakes and Bomhay. 

Details of cost, tuno reqmred, quantities supplied. Note increase III 
demand and in suppl;y'! Causes of increase in demand. A record of tho 
iDcl'aase in supply. DIstnbutlOn in .the Island' reserVOIrs, details of 
MaJabar Hill and Bbandarwada ~ size o,ud mIleage of distrlblltlDg pIpes' 
taps, dIpping wells, house collneations, supply pel' head In dlfi'en'ut parts 
of the City. Portions of scheme stIli to be carried out, quantity of final 
supply; how mllch to be l1110tted 

(a) To house uses. 
(At) To factorles. 
(0) 'Io'dl'lillil flushing. 
(d) To fountains aDd road-watering • 

. Either bere· or under d'raiDl1ge, a note of the mtendcd system of Jhtshing 
would be ini!\'l'esting. Cost of all water-works, both storage and dlstl'l
butlon, how far met: 

(a) By Loans. (b) By Rates. . 
Statement Qf financial posltlOn of water schemes, How far loans can be 
reduced. How far is the interest met by the water.ratel how far does 
the lllt'!lrest fall on generalcevenues. 

A st<ttement of ..the chIef accidents and flifiures of supply would be inter
'esting with'available details of outbreaks of cholel'lL or other epidemio 
traceable to an enforc~d return to the use of local well-water in conse
quence of tho non-local supply being cut eif. 

(9) Roads. 
Histo'l'y.-Under History would come references to old lines of road 

and to eal'ly metlt.ods of constl'uction~ list of the main roads when and 

-) Compl\1'Il '!dmi~istration Repolt (01 1890·91,219. 
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nnder WlJ11t oiroumstanoes made, how _and why nllmod. Milooge of roads 
at lwgmomg of MunICipality and at fivo yeal'S' intel'vals since, Statement 
to show eusting'mlles of road made, watered, pathed, hghted, brid~d. 
The breadth of roads is hardly less important than thorr length. l 

Schemes for f~h hoes of road. ~ Cause of delay. l!'rontage put'
clmses and otb€r arrangements for making new roads. Set-backs aud 
othf'r means for Improving and widening existmg roads. How fat· ale 
such changes fixed beforehan<£ ? 

A!ak1I1g.-Road-making and repail'in'" arrangements, steam rollf'rs, 
charadeI' and quantity of metal and Ban~ yearly used in road-maklllg, 
road &taff, out-door in-door «tuties, nature and amount of work, oost. 
How fa.r is oost of roads met' by vehiole, toll. and public conveyance 
t'lxes P How much falls on general revenues P 

Walerinq.-Arrangements f'1#' watering byeart, by bullock, by band. 
How far is fresh water, how far is salt water used P Cost of watering 
staff? How far done by contract? How far it VarIes at different 
tImes of the veal' P . 

Paths.-What is the length and breadth of foot-pllths, miles gra· 
veiled, mdes paved with stone, With cement ... with asphalt P How does 
each of the different styles of pavement auswer P Special difficulties in 
the way of keeping foot-paths In order. 

Liglll8.-What are the hghtmg arrangements, the staff, the cost P 
How many miles of road are hghted by gas : how many by oil r How 
f •• r are present arrangements satIsfactory P Are any lightmg schemes 
nnder conSideration i' When was electric lighting introduced, how 
long was it maintained, on what l'oads, at what cost? What were 
the dlfficnlties? Why did the nse of the electrIC light cease? Is 
there nny prospect of a renval of electric lightmg? 

B,tdges.-The position, date, measurements, hame lind origin of 
name, cost and distribution of coot betveen Government, the MUlllpa. 
l,ty, the Port Trust, and Rallway and other Compames. 'l'rallic and 
uses of the bndge, copy and descriptlon of any inscription on the 
brIdge. 

Traffw.-How far are traffic returns available P The amount, the 
sty Ie of traffic, horse carriages, bnllock carriages, carte. Busy hours of 
the day; bnsy seasons of the year. Street aCCIdents, number, chao 
racter and causes. It seems marc Buitable'to' bring street aCCIdents 
nnder streets than under hoolth. 
Probably no traffic statistics are available. Still; at least fo'r the ~d. 

ing thoroughfares, officials connected with tbe roads may"te able to 
furnish a nseful general estimate of the amount and the character of the 
trnffic. Under traffic a history of the cb.anges and development of 
means of movmg would be valuable-Litters or dolis, palanquins or 
l'alkhis, sedan chairs, how far formerly used; how far still in nse : ,.carts, 
dIfferent varieties for carJ:ying: merchandise', improvements, present 
pattern, One-bnllock caris, mme carts, horse carts, cahiag'~s for pas· 
sengers, singl~ bullock, pair bullock. Horse carriages when introduced. 
VarIeties-buggies and hansoms when and why given up. Public 
conveyances, hansoms, omuibuseS, trams. Private conveyances, bycicles, 
kycicleB, dog-carts, pony carriages, shigrsms, tongas, phaetons, iIctorl8S, 
landaus, baronches ' 

" , 
1 The hst of road. at page 312 of the 1890 MuniCipal AdministratIon Report seoms 

not to show breadtb. 110'11' far are breadth detlula ava lable 110m otber sour003 1 
Il1l8~-67 
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(,0 Fires. 
Former 1l.rrangements. 
Statement of existing system: 

Ftre ~ioo, 189 

-~FF =F ~-Slamolb 1 Hose. Tondel'll Escapes European. Natlve. Total. 
steam. Band., ~-

.. i .... ""I'~'~ .... I~ 
-- 1--;--

The distributIon ot fire I9tatioD&, t~e means of communicating news of 
Jires, the IIJ'T8,Jlgemellts in the station, time required 

(a.) to start from the station, (OJ to reach the scene of fire. 
The cost of the stations 

(a) The ground. (b) The building .. 
'The cost of engines and the expense of the staff. When the eJ'isting 

lIystcm was introduced P How far the existing system is complete II.lld 
what changes and what addition5.1 stations, engines, a.nd staff are pro
posed? What are the conditions of Bombay as regards fires P What 
tll'e its special safeguards P What its special risks P A statement or 
-table of fires would be valuable, showing the month, the locality, the 
number, the canse, and the estimated loss. To prevent this table proving 
unwieldy, -it will be advisable to group the smaller fires, Bay all fres 
cansing less tha.n Ra. 10,000 of damage. The toWs of these smaller 
~res might be shown under the different heads of the statement and the 
(OllOWlllg snmmary added as a footnote. Th1ls: Of the •••.••. fire'! 
llausing loBS of less ,him Ra. 10,000, .••••• _ caused between Ra.lO,OOO 
a.nd Re. 9000, _ •••••• between Ril. 9000 aud Rs. 8000, and 80 on in 
decreases of Rs. 1000. Deta.1la ()f notatle, loog-continued, widespread or 
destrllet~ve conflagrations muld he valuable.l 

(6) Buildings. 
Municipal Offices. Fire Sbtionll. 
Markets. Oattle Sheds. 
Police &tationB aDd Quarterll< _ La.trines. 
A return should be furnisted of the leading Municipal buildings, theil' 

positions, date of building, cost of construciH.on, accommoda.tion, and nse~ 
In tlle cas~ of the M;nicipal officBJI> the leading markets, and the Police 
!lta.tiona, some fall description is probably available in printed form. 

(6) Markets. 
The following detailli should be given in table form ~ 

Markee, 189 , . Cos7. STMdoS. -! 
~ • VOg"l Fruit IFI FlSb' Lm...!! • 

t ~ 
tAblo. • OWOI'II. • Mutton 13 .. 1. stock Bto...... ..1 A w 

J ----- ~'" ~ 

~ ! ]~ dldT ! d~d!dllHr1iIJ ~ ------ ---------------- ---r--
. - -I . -

, Compare 4idmtlliBtratioD Report for 1890·91. 334.341. 
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Besides these details. llome account is required of trle arrangoments 
fOI seenling order, cleanliness, and lighting in the diJl'eront l\IuniCtpal 
markets Durmg what hoors of the day IS the market open to the 
puhbc? DetaIls sholl.1d be given of the quantities of the ddl'lJrenb arti· 
cles offered for sa15l and the quantities sold, with a sta.~eme\lt of how tho 
remamder IS disposed of. In additIon to the administratIve dotmls, of 
which OffiCIal record is probably aVaUOIoble, the Soperintendent of the 
Market or other experienced,. official could furnish much genElral infor
matIon regarding Bombay marketing To what classes of the popUlation 
do the sellers and stall.h()\dorsbelongP What arrangements do stall·holders 
usually make for secnrIDg a stall and for renewing their stock? Of 
what artlcks or class of articlt.fs is the supply suffiflient, of what Insuffi· 
cient? From "here do the different articles come? Through what 
hands do tbey pass between the,grower or rearer and the retaIl market 
stall.holtler? The inorease in price from the grower to tile stall-holder 
or other H:tatl.seller. How far of late years has the cost mcreased 01' 

dimmished? What is the canse of the change.? How far does there 
SI'OIll a fashion 111 the demand for articles? Ho\\' far have certain. 
articles come into demand and aga.in fa.llen into disfavour? SpeciaB 
interest attaches to any new arllcles '&r to--the opening of any new 
Sources of supply by the spread of railways or by rapider steamers. Tbe
seasons when the dIfterent articles come to market. Changes in supply, 
thanges in price, Again, Ml account of ma.rketing from the boyers' side 
would be interesting. What classes come to buy? Fl'om what part>4 
of the CIty do they come? Among what dasees do servants, do women. 
do men, carryon the marketing? What portion of the day is 'the
buymg time for the leading artloles of daily consumption? At what 
hour of the day do ihe different daiSes of ooyenr, the rich the middle
and the poor attend the markets P How far ha1'e any classes or races 
a speCIal weekly market day 1 If f\P what is the day P What observances 
bave the buyers and sellers of different rloe& and of different articles foI'" 
luck or to keep olf the evil eye P When ° marketing do I\ny classes 
observe any practices or rites in honour of the goardian or spirlt of the 
market place P How far is there any feeling that it is lucky to begin a. 
day's purchases 01' sales with some particular article, 01' by a transaction 
With a person belonging to SOme particular class, s~ or age t, 

List of Gardens ~ 
/7) Garden8~ 

Mufticipal (Ja'J"ftens, /.89 

" 
Coot 01 Receipts. 

Name. POl:l'itton. When ,lreo.. StlllF. Visitor"" Mad .. 
Making. KeepiDg, Vlelto .. ' Produce 

Fees .. SBles • . ----- , 

, 

Besides the tabular statement BOrne desoription of each garden 
shoilld be given: its attractions, walks, water, grass, trelil!irj ehruha, Bowers, 
animals. Has it any tell\Ples or shrllles, monumeuts, fountains, or othel.' 
objects ohntc.re~t, illCluding rare 01' n~teworthl shruba or trees P Under-
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what circumstances was the gardon ruade? I;Iow was the cost distribut
ed? A list of cages, fountains, 01' othel' guts, with value, dnte, and namo • 
of giver. Under co'!t of keep, the quantity of water useu and the chltl'g(). 
Uuder visitors thecinsses who coml', the timo of day thoy come, how they 
spend their tIme in the garden; on what occasions sraBia! numbers viSit 
the garden. Are any local fmrs beld in the gn.rrlan? How far is the 
garden used as a picnio place, at what season, by wllat c}as<;ps? UnljoI' 
&laf1' should be shown tho strength of the wnt..dl or police. Wbnt OlTtlll'CS 
arc committed in the garden, tbefts, as~aults, damage to trees? U nd l'!, 

-receipts, gate-money, when levied, at what rates. Who Il,tt('nd on freo 
days, who on fee days? What iucome j6'~ellved from the sale of articles 
grown in the garden? Development of income from snles of plOuuce. 
1!'uture increase of thIS source of profit. 

(8) 1Il1tseufitS. 

The name, position, cost, date of fouuding, staff, description of bllilrl
ings, list of coutents or at least a summary of contents and a note of 
tho chlof objects of intereRt in the collectIon. The chIef wants of the 
instltution, any schome for dt;velopiug and eompletlDg it. ReC<'lptA from 
fpes or other sourel's. Wben·and at what rata fpos are charg"I'<l? 
What numbers attend, to what classes they belong? What is their 
object in commg? Is the Museum formally used for o.-1ucahonal 
purposes? 1£ so, what subjects are t.\ught and to what cla~s do tho 
learners belong? 

(3) HEALTH. 
Administrative staff. Work done j quantities of garbage lind night

soil removed. Improvements required. Difficulties in enioreiug lof'nith 
rules, Unhealthy conditions in different wards or qnartpl's of the City. 
Improvements in thil past; present sbOrtcolDlUgS; futul'o expOc.tatIollB. 
Vltal statistics for a. series of yeal'~ Details of births and dutttbs 
grouped-by ward or district1 by monUls; by caste or race; by sex. 
For deaths in addition byOage, by occupation, by dIfferent forms of 
disease. V wlent deaths, lUll! del'S, suiCIdes. Aocldental denths, by fa11t! 
from trees or heigllts, by fire, by fnIlmg houses. Dy rISks of call1llg, 
by street accidents. Under an these heads the details seem lem>lrkably 
complete .. With cll£eful and intelligent grouplDg, the results would bl) 
specially interesting. Sonro account should bEl given of tho chief
epidemics of which record remains. 'l'h~ timo each las~eu., the bcgin. 
nin~ the owaxing, tIro wo,ning, the disappearance. The Bprcad of tho 
dIsease th¥Pugh the dIll'e1.'ent wa/ds and qnarters ofthe .vlty. What 
caste, calling, sex, or age ~eomed speciany open to attack or frre from 
itttack. '1'he leading symptoms of the dIsease at its different stages. 
The special measures taken to arrest the disease and to ~eparate the sicl(. 
The treatment and its results. Any insight obtained into the origm, 
the spread, or the dlk1!l.ppe!\rance of the d ieease. Chances of sllmiar visit,»-
tions. Prevent\vo and curative measurea-to be adopted. l • 

The Heal:.h Depal'tUlent have valuable infol'l4atlOn on two n.Jditlonal 
subJects. Of these one, the account of whICh might come nnder crr..fts 
and callings, are detaIls of dangerQus .and unwholesome trades and 
commodities. In treating this subject the hcensing rules might bu' 
described, the lomflities set apart, tho different unwholesome or dangoroui 
calhngs and the conditions en'forced. '1'110 income from hccnse fGos, tIte 
duties and the eDit of supervision, tbo offences aga.inst the rules. 

I AdDlluI2tratiou Report for 1'890.91, 375 :1iiW, 576·'570. 
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The other subject regarding which the Health Dopaltment has 
sPe{:uJ information is markets. DetaIls of the enforcing of health rules 
and of the pnmshment of dealcrs in unwholesome food are of special 
\":llue. Probably many of the details rpgnrding the socin.laspccts of tho 
lll,trkets m,\y be best obtruned from ohiciaJa connectecl with the Health 
Dep·1Itment.1 

Tho full detmls supplied by Inspector ~iggins for the B.indr~ 
S laughter-house In the Thinilijazetteer show how mueh valuable inform
atIon 15 a\-ausblc. 

(41,EDUCATION. 
Under Edncation would come an account of the sbare the :Municipnlity 

t lke~ In supporting schools. For the Municipal schools the followlUg 
detaols should as far as posst3le be supplied. The POSltiOu that is tho 
",m.! and street, the name 01' number of the school, thostylo of bulluIDg, 
the rent paJd. the accommodation wi~h 01' Without play ground or 
g\ mnablum, and the lauguage taught-English, Vernacular, Classic or 
oiher langoage, other subJocts taught, any craft or phYSIcal traming. 
The hachers, numher, pay, race, quNificati6ns. The pupils by race 
and !'ox Their parents' calling and place of living, tho rates and 
amounts of fees, tbe cost of the sohool; a list of gIftS, prizos, and endow
ments and the results of exatlllllation. The defects of existlllg arrange
ments, the developments and Improvements onder conSideratIon. How 
far are the edu('atlOnai officers of thc Municipality the proper authorities 
to show the extent to which the dill'erent castes and classes in the 
dllIerent parts of the CIty know to read and write and are sending t,hen' 
boys ani gIrls of school-age to school? flow fa.r are the 1'.1uniClpal 
St hoolmash-rs or other offiCIals in a pOSition to shqw to what extent the 
dIi'frrCI.t clas~es have overcome their distrust of school influence for gll'ls 
!lnd 01 EnglIsh and other hlghtlr education for boys? How far the 
lllgher education has been overdone and ~s now the subicd of a re
actIOn? To ",hat causes this re-actIOn IS to be traced and what remedIeS 
t~n be suggested P How far has the Idea of technICal-that is of 
cr:>ft-schooling found favour? What classes take to thiS form of craft 
tr allllDg ? How far IS their object the hope that the Technical Institute 
may prove a SIde-door to Government Bel'vic,~? Ho~ far do the parents, 
h. 'W {HI' do the lads intend to ellrD their hVlllg t y the pl'actice of a craft? 
Of the lads who have passed-through the Instltu~, are details avaIlable P 
llow m,lDY are earning their lIVIng by the exercise of qu.ahfic~tlOna 
(,IJtained from thClr trammg iu the 'l'ecbnical Instltute2 ? 

In adthtlOll to the purely MUDIClpal admmistrative details, the chief 
6uj'I'.:et on wInch the .Mumclpal records can supply informatIOn IS the 
Vpvt'lopment of the CIty. The history of the taxes is an index to the 
glO\\th of populatIOn and wealth; the house-tax to the number an(~ value 
Df houses; the animal auel vehitle tax to wealth and business. The record 
of works done is a second important factor in any recordfof p{ogress: 

Less directly tIle MuniCIpal registration system supplies for a long 
!Cues of years highly useful details of the price of land and of the value 
Iud nuru1ers of bUlldmgs in the" dIfferent parts of the City. TillS mass of 
'lformatIOn is chlefly avauable and might be most seJ'Vlceably.arrangcd 
ludu the different MUlllcipal wards. 

I Admllliatlatlon TIeport for 1890.91, 563-5611. c' 
'Com .. are AdmuuBtratlon Report lor 1800·{)1, Ii!)O· 595. 
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Wards.-A statem{'nt of the limits of each ward: its area = mil!:'age of 
streets of dlfferent cInss!:'.!!; number of bUlldm/,'ll of different cla.~'!es; numher' 
of people, grea.test density, least density, avero.ge. How far evenly peopled; 
how far {'mpty spaces mixed with crowded areas. Is the ward on the 
whole a rich or a poor qua.rter : is it rising or WIIDIDg? What changes 
have taken place since the Municipality was staI'ted or from other con
v~~ent epoch ~ Spread of buildings, growth of factories, increase in the 
dIfferent castes and races, changes In the oCllupation and condItion of the 
people? What ehamcter does the ward bear for order, health, c1canlin!:'ss, 
prospedty ? What changes can be noticed under these heads during the 
last twenty or other aVIlJJo.ble term of yeD\';S P 

In illustration of these general remarks would follow tables or abstraGt.<; 
showing the registration of properties m each ward: dIfferent classes of 
propertIes; increase i~ houses: increase J;n ronts: decrease 111 renta. This 
thro\Igh a series of years would throw valua.ble light on the condition of 
Bombay, especially if eare were taken to show in what portlOlls of ward~ 
property values and rents had risen or fallen, and as far IlS possIble what 
was the cause of change. 

In recording these changes in,the number and valuations of properties. 
care must be taken to show when the rise is due to the enhanced valuation 
of o.llisting properties; to the erection of fresh buildings; to increase of 
rate; to properties previously existing but formerly untaxed.! 

Indu-ect information of change in the value of land and house property 
is also availlloble from the followmg 80urces9 : 

(1) Street set-lmcks, 
(2) Sales of MuruclpaJ lands. 

To avoid the risk of misleading, this information should he compiled 
by some one acquau.ted wlth the condItions under which the set-backs 
were elYected and the MunicIpal lands sold. The followlJlg details would 
be required : ~ d Tr l 

.Lan r a ues, 

I COST UR SQl1ABB YARD, 

y .... , I Ward. St~t. Area. I I 
.' Most. teost. Aver&!(O • 

....--I~ \----..... ---

Reclatnations. 

Remo.rks. 

A furth!:'r point on which the Municipal Reports contain valuable 
information is the p,lling of low land. Dl:'tails might ba giv()n in the 
following form 8; 

Land Raising • 

• Axea.' Hei~ht. 

I Adminfatration Repott Cor 3.890-91, 131 ~64. 
, AdmilUlltratlon Report for 1800-91, 2114·295, 305. 
3 Coltlpate AdministratIOn RapoI" fOl' 1890-91, 2S5~ 

Cost. 
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As tho filling of its low lands is at 011CO 0116 of tho gooateat and most 
('haractt'l'lSilC lmprovements effected in the lsla.nd of .BomOay, all availaLlo 
detruls should, If possible, be collected. 

C.-POPULATION 
The third leading source of informa.tlOn IS enquiry ngll.rding tho 

people. The chlef pomts of enquiry regardlDg the people follow in detail 
for Hindus and for Musalm:Ws. Further repetItIOn seems unnecessary 
smce, wlth very shght adaptations, the same questions suit the case of 
the other main classes of BQmbay Population ChristIans, Parsis, Jews, 
Armemans, and Chinese. 

HINDUS. 
1. Census figures will be entered in the Compiler's office. In what 

out-of-Inrua places are memhet's of tho caste found; in what parts of 
India beyond Bombay Presidency limits; in what parts of tho Bombay 
Presidency out of Bombay City r Information regarding tho distribu
tion of the caste over the dl.l1erent wards of the city ,and island should 
he noted, especially any ward, atreet, or square where the caste musters 
strong enongh to ha.ve the locahty calIed>by its.'llame Ilithet officially or 
in common talk. How do the 1891 censns detaUe compare with the 
details of former censnses Or with any other B;vrolable information 
regardlllg theIr strength and distnbution In Bombay in former years 'I 

2. Detaus of origin come under the two heads of tradition a.nd book 
references. TradItions should be recorded with any avaIlable llotice of 
the sonrce of the traditlon. Where book references are avauable, the 
Buthonty should be qnot-ed with details of chapter and verse. The 
llombay hlBtory of a caste comes nnder three divisIOns: 

«(,) The history and condltlOn of the class before their arrival in 
Bombay. 

(b) The calIse and date of their comi.lg to Bombay. 
(0) TheIr hfe in Bombay. 

Under (c) comes a notioe of their connection with Or share in important 
events since their arrival in Bombay. Any change in their rehgious 
leaders, ill the position and relatIons of the caste to other castes; in their 
appearance, speech, dress, style of house, place of abgdo, way 01 living, 
80clal and relIgions practices, sooial posltip,Jl, ,employment, 'bondltion. 
Bow far do they contmue to own land and houses and maintam connec
tion wlth the part of the coan:n-y where they were I\Ilttled hefor~ they came 
to Bombay r Do they consider them~elve8 natives of Born bl),Y r 1'f so 
how many years have passed since they first came to regard .Bombay as 
their home? 

Four points inrurectly throw light on origin and history: home-speech, 
names, sBmamos, household gods. The name of the dIalect or the cause 
to which the peculiarIty of speech seems traceable. The names i:Q. com
mon use for men and for women. Has any clui'nge in n/lIDeS been recently 
introduced? To what is the cbd:nge dne P What are tU Qhiif surnamelJ 
and how fal' are surnames relics of differenee of tribe? Is this difference 
taken lUto account in settling weddings? If so) what 18 the rille? 
Must both the girl and the boy nave the same or must they have different 
surnames? The name and the rustriot where the chief shrine of the 
famlly deity is should be recorded. 

8. The suhdiviuions of the cast!) or tribe. The Ol'iziU of the sub
divisions. How far ale the different subdivisions distinct communiiics ? 
Do the members of the different subdivisions eat together'f D~ that 
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inwrtnnrry ? In the higher castes the family stooks 01' gotras are valna, 
ble. How does the questIOn of gob·a affect a marriage? 

4. How do you recognize a man or a woman of the caste '} Have they 
any peculiarity of face, fignre, or beariog? Which of the well-known 
classes are they like? And in what respects are they .peculiar? In t,he 
case of clneses which seem to you to represent the earliest people of the 
island, information under the bead of appearance should, 1f possible, be 
full. In sucb cases the chief points to noti€6 are, in comparison with 
ordinary Hindus, size. sbape, strength, liability to any special disease, 
length of life,-colour of Bkin"expre~sion of feature, form of face, size and 
colour of eyes, style of features, height oft--\\oso, thickness of lips, promi. 
nence of cheek bones, and text,ure of hair. 

/}, Under speech the chief 'point is, how far the home tongne d ifTers 
from the standal'd Hindn dIalect, and Jww far it differs from what the 
people themselves talk in public? The differences are chiefly of bo 
classes: pronunciation of letters and use of strange words. The source 
of the peculiarities should, if possible, be noted. Is there any trace ()f a 
former disused home speech? How far in the case of Kamatbi or other 
Telugu, Tamil, MalabAri or Kallalese castes is Marathi taking the pllwe of 
their former homil-speech'} How far is Gnjarati taking tbo place of 
Urdu, Mlirwari, Hindi, 01' other northern dialect'! How far iu any casto 
is English becomlDg the home-speech? When any cbange of homo' 
~peech can be traced, kmdly ascertain tbo date and origin of the change: 
the section of tbe family wbo first took to the change, the father, Lho 
mother, tbe school· boys or girls. How far and with what results is thiS 
change of home.speech hkely to spread '} 

,6. In what style of a house d() tho rich, the middling, the poor 
families of the caste live? How far and with wbat results have the 
condItions of Bombay residenco interfered WIth famuy Me? How far 
does the nnmber of men exceed,. the Nlmber of women and the propor
tion of adults to children eXfeed' the normal, proportion? What are tIle 
effeets of this and other special Bombay conditions on the style of 
house? How fal' among the rich, middlmg, and poor does the family 
own the house? How far does it rent 80 whole house: how far has it 
ou.ly rooms in'some barrack or c1u1.l P How fltr are rich, well-to.do, and 
poor dwelRlrs in chiUs long settled in the same chal? How far are they 
able to fill the chal wtth'''families of their own class or tbl'ir own 
couutry? What ,house arrangements do bp.cbelors or men whose wives 
lOre np-coulttry make?~ How far do they lIve with relations or friends 
as one of the famlly: how far do 'they live in inns, in clubs, in lodg
ings? In the drfferent classes of honse or lodging what reots are 
charged and what sleeping, cooking, bathing, and eloset accommodation is 
provided? In all cases tbe state of the house, its cleanness or untidi
ness, the honsehold goods, the quantity and value of cooking vesspls and 
dishes: the staff of servant8/, and the number of nseful or of pet auimals, 
are valnable as ttvidence of character and'condition. 

7. Are th"e caste excessive or moderate eaters? A re they good cooks? 
Is there anything special, anything proverbial, about their style of cook. 
ing atld their favourite dishes? What is their every· day food? Do 
they oblLerve anI peculiar practices at meals; have they any fI~eC1al 
hoIlday rushes ?"Wben and what sort of caste feaSts do they give. Is 
animal food eaten'} If so, when and what kinds? Is flesh eaten only 
after being Ba{)rificed, or only on holidays. or how 'I To what deity is the 
animal sacrificed P Is It tho cost or is it religions scruple that prevents' 
1l.nimal food being regularly used 'I llas there been any change of late 
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as t'l'glll'ds eating animal food \I To what is tbe chango dlle? What 
'itre the pE'ople's VIOWS about eatmg cattle, SWine, or poultl'Y ? 

8 o() they drink, sU\oke, or otberwlse use intoxIcants? If they 
dtl1lk alcohol, are they Mrnperate in Its use? Do ihey take It dUlly 0\ 

only on special OCClVllons? Are any oiher stlmllll1,nts 01.' nat'cuties used ~ 
if so) what tuld how and when are they takeu? HM there been any 
re('ent change in the amollnt 01' In the klDd of stimnlant? If 110, to 
'l\llat bas the change been due? 

9. What IS cbar<lcteristlc In the 'dress of the men, the women, Itltd 
the children of the caste? How do the men wear thOlr head and face 
b:m? How do tbe women ,,=Jar their hail''} Do they deck It With 
flo" I'rs? Do they use fahe hall'? Are the men and WOlDen neat lind 
hbteful III tbc"4r dress? Have they any spemal hkmg for gay coloul'S 9 

Note any peculiarity In the artlo\ls of the men's ol'dmiLry dress, the loin
cloth, wm~tcloth, shOlddercloth, Jacket, headscarf eap or turban, and 
shoes HOlv m form or materutl does theIr holIday and their cel'emonill,l 
d''ObS dIffer from thotr e,ery-day dress,( Have there been recent changes 
10 the shape or material and to .IV hat have the changes been due P Where 
are theu' clothes made II Where are othey -'bought ~ 'fhe same for 
women's dress, noticmg speCially how the I'obe is worn. Do most families 
hne a goou stock of clothes for ordinary and speCial wear? What 
ornaments do the men and the women wear? Is there anything speCial 
iii the st) Ie? 'Vaat tokens of mOlll·l.Ung aro usually worn by men, by 
women, by chIIJren ~ On what occasions are signs of mournmg WOln 
how long doe~ the wearmg of mourning last how far IS its wearlIl~ 
optIOnal? 

10, Deqcribe the daily lIfe of a man, a woman, It child. What al'o 
thClr ordInary bonrs of work, thmr busy season, ~elr slack time, their 
hohdays P Trace the hIe of a mlln lind a woman through their different 
stages from chIldhood to age. In'unset$led castes note generally how 
they diVide the year between Bombay and up-eonntry and thol!' modo ot 
lIfe in each. dIVISiOn of their year. 

11, Wha.t IS their position 10 any local caste hst? What pOlntion do 
they cl.um for themqelves? With WhOlll will they eat a.nd meet SOCially 
on an c'lua1 footing? What classes hold aloof from them? From what 
classes do they hold aloof? Has therE> beon IInll' rec~nt chan~e in this 
1'( <peet ? 

12, What is the social. religIOUS, and busine~s reputation of thc 
caste? What characteristic is 8how~ in their own cllstoms and '}lro
verbs 01' III their neighbonrs' proverbial or other ostimate' of them? 
How far are they clean, neat, idle or hard-working, honest, sober, thrifty, 
Ll)t or cool.tempered, hospitable, orderly, religiOus? What is tholr 
c.haractor for enterprize? How far are they tHwel\ers by \smd or by 
sea? By land what parts of India outside of the Bombay Presi<1ellcy 
do they VisIt? Do they travel 1>3" land to any ~laoes beyond the borders 
ofln'ala? Where do they go by'Sea~ With what object dd thq.v gel, WIth 
what results? Have they always heen ready to travel br is thiS fond. 
l1egs for travelling a new development? Any lllfol'mation regarding 
~hcir eXl~tJng and past Bettlem~ots westwards in the Persian Gulf, 
I\ra.bian and Red Sea and East African COllsta : ana e.,sfoJ,vatds inileylon, 
Bllrma, S,am, the Stralts Settlements and Java. 01' China, With details 
)f their oLject lIt. tra.vellIng, their h~e In foreign partsl> the extent to 
.vhich and the means by which they m,tintam HUlda rules in foreign 
andq, is an inlerestmg and Important feature in tho 8.CCOtlUt of many 
Bombay oasi.e8. How frtr alUong thi~ ~asA has the mO!'O rE'c~[\t prllctIce 

B 1lS~-5S 

Appendix I 
HF.ln8 

, ov ltNljUlIW. 

l'OPUl.ttWIl 
Hmd,,,. 
.D"ll!l 



Appendix I. 

HEADS 
OF E~QUIRY. 

Popul,.tlOn: 
Hmdua. 

Call'1lg. 

tA.Pllendil I 

458 BOMBAY TOWN 

'0£ travelling to Europe been introduced P What are the dIfficulties, the 
obJects, and the results? How far in Bombay IS the class settled Of' 
mlgratory? If migratory what portlOns of the year do they spend in 
Bombay? Where do they live when absent from Bombay? How far 
IS theIr migratory charal'ter disappearmg? ,Are. they beginning to 
,settle in Bombay all the year round? If so to what is the chltngc 
due? 

13. Is the cluss by name or by historj\- associated with any specIal 
craft or call1Dg ? If It is, how far and nnder what circumstances lias the 
,practice of their specIal calling ceased? By the exerCIse of what cullIng 
do the bulk of the class earn thelr l~lTIg? In what other ways do 
members of the- class support themselves? Do they enter Government 
service in lts higher revenue lind JudIcial branches, 01' as clerks, as 
police, as soldiels, or as mechanics 1n theJ.1:mt, Dockyard, Arsenal, or other 
Government workshops? How far do members of the class enter the 
servlCe-of the Municlpallty, of the Porir Trust, ofthe RaIlways, or oHrad. 
111g, manufacturing, and other companies? What is the school or collegt' 
traimug of those who enter these branches.of service? At what age do 
they bE)gin to draw pay? On 'lhat pay and positIOn do they begin and 
to what pay and positIOn do tliey me P Ofthose who enter one of thf) 
profeSSIOns what is the trairung 

(a) in school and colI ege ? 
, (b) as assistants or apprentices? 
What are the duties of their profession? At what age does the pro
fesslOn begin to support them? What measure of ,success In lUcome, 
positIon, and respect may the pl'ofesslOn be fairly expeoted tq secure? 
How far do the WIves Ilnd daughters of ruen III Government service or 
in professlOns add to tho famIly income or aid It hy their servICes? Of 
those who go into trade what branches of trade do they generally follow? 
How far are they heredItary dejlers illl any article of trade or merchandlse? 
Do they enter lUoo neW lines of busmess? What is their trammg , 
what is theIr success? E'rom whom do -they buy, to whom do they seU ') 
Do any members make a' hving as manufacturers? 1£ so, what do 
they make? Do they work by st.ellm or hand power? What is tho 
character and size of theIr factorlCs? Do the wives or daughtms of 
merchan~ and k!!ders add to the family earnings or aId tbe famIly by 
their serVIces? 

In what arhcles do those of them who Q,l'e shopkeepers generally dt'al ? 
Is lWeir bl'udness wh01esale or retail? From whom do they huy, to Whom 
do they s~t ? What is their traizrtng at school and in the &hop? What 
amount of success may they look for? What would be consldert'd 
marked success, moderate success, and failure <;) How far do the wives 
and dltughters of shopkeepers add to the family mcome or aId It by their 
services r Do any men of the class take service as sailors or as' soldIers? 
If so, do they take seA'lce 1U salllU~ vessels or III steamors and as 
seamen, ctptai!lS, or engmeers,P Do ilbey make long voyages ana visIt 
distant lanas? If so, where do they go? Has the class now 01' had It 
formerly a name for skill and darmg as sailors? How far do they tab 
serVICe in the army? If so, in what branch do they serve? Are they 
ready tlj) underg" foreign service r Is the practlCe of any craft speCIally 
associated wlth the name or with the history of the class? What 
training or ll.p'prenticeship _ do they undergo? How long docs the 
tralning ,last? What processes have they to learn P What arboles 
have the,)" ,to make? ,At what age and after what cxpenence are they 
conslderE:,d :ma.ster workers? How 'far IS a. faIrly skllleq worker Bure of, 
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cmploymE'nt? What is his position P Is he an indt'pendont delller 
buying the raw mllteriaJ WIth his own money aud selling the fimshed 
article or does ho work for some moneylender or other man of c"IlJtal 
who advances funds or does he work under some fellow·craftsman who 
8ul'pllE'S tho raw 101aterial and takes !.he risk of dlsposmg of the fimshed 
nrtJcle and pays the worker by the plcce P In each of these dIfferent 
posltlOns what are highest average lind lowest gross and net em'mngs ? 
How f.tr lS the craft hereu1J:ary with those who practise it? How far 
hits It been lately adopted as a meanS of hVlng? If so, how did the 
workers prenollsly snpport themselves? What changes have recently 
takt:n place? How far has th~'Spread of steam factories llIterfcl'ed with, 
how far has It helped their craft? If the products of their craft have 
been more or less ousted by factory products, to what calling hal'e the 
C1aft'men taken? How far dq,they practise other crafts: how fill' have 
they found work in factorIes: how far have they fallen to be QnskJlled 
labourels? 

Ot'those who go aoroad to earn their living ",hat craft, trade, or 
occupatIOn do they follow when abroad ~ and how do they employ them· 
selve, when they return to Bombay ~r to tqeir natIve country? Of 
thosE' who are Dllgratory and hve only part of the year in Bombay, what 
is thcu occnpation when up-country at their homes? 

14. ConditlOn is closely connected WIth callIng. :Is th91l' craft 01' 

calhng prospering or declining? If so to what is the change due? If 
t~erc IS lIttle ch~nge is their work steady or well plLld, or IS< It unCOI tam 
ol\poorly paid? Has there been any change of late years? 

15. Take a representative famIly, Ito man, a Wife, two children anti 
one aged lelatlOn or dependant, and estimate their expenditure, then' 
way of I ... ·ing bemg neIther miserly nor extrav8~ant If It IS not pos· 
81ble to give detlLlled or precise estimates, st1l1 under the leadmg heads 
extremes of expendltnre may genl»'ally J?e fixed. Of ordinalY expen.dl. 
tnre nnder house the cost of the house to bui1~ and to rent The valml of 
the furmture and other household goods, the outlay on serva.nts' wages 
and on the keep of dOnlestic animalS. The ordlllUry charges for food 
and drink. The yearly outlay on dress and the value of the clothes in 
gtore. Under speCIal expend,tule detalls should be gIven of the charges 
incurred on occasions of birtb.. threadgirdmg, marrJa~e, comlI'.g of age, 
pregnancy, and death. In each case the d!ffEfrenee of co~t should be 
bhoy, n when the ceremony IS for a sou and for a daughter. 

16. Are the clasR on the whole mdebted or fr~e from d(>flt? ~Vbat 
is the usnal canse of indebtedness 'j 18 It theIr style of hV~l!g, whether 
their ordinary or speCIal expenses: or 18 it the state of the mlirkets, the 
f,ulul'e of demand for or the fall in value of the products of thell' skill? 
From "hom do members of the class generally borrow; from pl'ofesslOnal 
moneylenders or from men of means WIth whom they ha,o dealmgs In 
the way of trade? Is their credIt good. At what rates dt> they 
borrow? 

17. Are the caste J'eligions? IIave they family gods, n'avo they a 
famlly pne~t? 1£ so, to what caste does he belong? Do they respect 
Brahmans? Do they call Brahmans to conduct their chief cercmonIeS ? 
At what ceremoUles aro Brahmans required? If they do not calI 
Brahmans. who acts as priest? Do. they belong to any sect? Do they 
worshlp the ordmary Bl'ahmanic gods? If so fOt' WInch of tht'nl hava 
they tho greatest respect? Do ~hey keop the regular Hmdn holidays? 
If ~o, \'\hlCh are th01r chief days? Do they mako pilgnmages? If' so, to 
what Hhrines? Have thcy a Bpmtual hcau or guido, 1l1!IU? To \'\lMt 
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f,{'ct does he belong'J How did tlley come to mn.ke him their gllirlc? 
Wh'lt arc then' relations to him? What dops he do for ·them, ",bat uo· 
they do for him? How f",r does thmr gtllde proselytize and try to O'C1; 

new folluwers ? How ii tho sucoession settled? If they do not hel(~ng 
to n sect, what IS their chief object of wOlship, vinag~ gods, local gods'? 
How do they conduct the worship, Who acts as priest, "ha.t offerings are 
marle, what days are specially kept? What IS the image of {oLe god hke? 
WhRt are his a.ttrlbutes? How fardo they petieve in sorcery, Witchcraft, 
soothsaywg? To what claDSes do the sorcerers witches and southsaycl'S' 
belong? When are they consulted ~ What powers LILve they'! h 
there any special class of meclillms? \\~at nursery 01' other ob,crvancoo 
are there to kepp off ill-luck or secare golld,luck? To what Cl>tcnt or in 
what circum<tances 18 the eVll eve feared? Whnt utes are obServed to. 
AVOId or to cure the eVil eye? "How far are omens observed and astro
logers consulted? Do chIldren gcneralty have a. horo~cope? If so, \\ h';' 
prepares it? What does it contaIn P What d.oes It cost? How far do. 
t.he class trace theIr success in trade or their other proRperity to tlw 
favonr of some god, religIOUS le.vler, or salUt ? ' If so, what me,\Stlre~ are 
taken, what l'ltes are performed. to. secure and ma,mta.iu the B!l..nt's <)1' 

the guardian'S favour? 
18. WhICh of the Buteeu regular cn"toms or sanskars do tbe (''l~t(} 

keep ? Ha~'e they any spacial eeremonies ? Please give these in R'> great 
detlnl as possible. Follow an llldlvldoal from bIrth to death, anrl gIve 
lU detaIl the rites and pracbces on all ceremonial occMions. liave any 
ehangeR been made of late yeal'S ? Under marrIage four points are to bJ 
notICed: child marriage, Widow m"rt'1age, polygamy, and traoe~ of puly
,mdrv, 

Hf What speoial organiz:.tlOu bas the caste as a scpara!o s()cial COID

munity? By what- agency are social disputes between ID8rnbprs of 
the caste settled? How far is the setJ;lement of diaputes the !DuctlOn of 
the roligious head? How far ~£ an herclhtary or elective social leader i' 
Bow far ate sllch questlOns' referred to l!. committee of the caste or to Ii 

general ca&te meetmg ? If there 1S a SOCIal headman what is his t,tI..,! 
How did he gam hIS positIOn and wha~ are hIS dutJes and fllndlOns? If 
dlspates are referred to a class connClI who chooses the members, how 
many m~bprs a1l:6, thele, is the social head the pl'esi,lellt? W'hat 
arrangements h:Lve they f()p hearing or scttirng dispute:! P II dl&putes 
.<re referred to a general meeting of the ca.te what arrangements have 
they. for c&lling a mettlllg. for condllctmg °a meetIng, anu tor ascel tain· 
ing ~nd ret'.£)rdmg the decision of tile maJority i' How far haB the cusLe' 
a trn.de or craft organi,mtlon dlstmet from its "ocial orgamzatlOn ') Are 
disputes relating to employment or wages settled by one headman, by a 
councIl, or at a mass meeting? Whatsort of hade questIOns arIse; ",hat 
action is generally taken? Do the traders or the majority of the caste 
ever fll'ganize strikes or p!;ocure the boycotting of offendmg classErS or 
individuals? P:OYi' far has any recent cij'imge taken plaqe in trode ol'g,\ui
zaLlODs? ItVhat is the nature of the change and to what IS It due? 

20. Do they send their boys and brirls to school? If so, ho\v long dt> 
they kepp them and what do they teach them? Do they taka to new I'll!" 
suits? Are they a using, a steady, 01' a. falhng cJ,~ ? How far .are the 
cal1ings~or eraftse\\mch at prc:sent support the bulk of the caste likely to 
contiuue to snppC'r,t. them? In the event of the e'tlSttng employulf>nt 
failing, wh,at {)htmce do their history and pl'r&ent chaHlcter gl\'C that trte 
casto WIll succeed In finding oUlel' not less gainful clIlployuH'Tlt? How 
1'.\1' do the ca.::.te take advantage of the new tIGllllmg in thc Schvol of Arts, 



Prop()se.! Schewe.J 

A.N D ISLAN U. 461 

the TL'(.lullcal Inst.ltut<" tho B':>lhmy a.nd other engineering worhhop'j or 
in tactorit's? How br doc's the caste s('em unable to auapt itself to soehl 
a:lJ tr<Lde changes? D()('s any considerable numllt'r of them seem bhly 
to fall to be labourers? By" ha.t nleans c.lJJ, such Ilo declmo be stayed? 

III the C.l.se of classes "'ho ycady come and g(} between Bombay and 
~ome up-c(}untry tOllH~, what IS tIle prospect of their l>ettling in Bombay? 
It they settle what occupation are they hkely to !I(lcure? And are the 
.. hanet's m i.Hour of thelr Increase 01' decline in comfort s.u.d wdl.being 
1>: l>CLOnllllg permanent dw"cllors in Bombay? 

~USAL~A'NS. 

1. Pleul'Io begin with a short paragraph stating thc name, sect, and 
tokll Bombay strength of thl:! class, noting whether they are t)oIlverts or 
strangers. and whether or not,J:hey fOl'ln A. separate community. 

:! In wha~ out·of·India places are membe:-s of this class found? In 
'" hat parts of India beyond Bombay Presidency limits? 'In wh:tt parts 
of the llombay Prl'l>ldcney out of Bombay Clty? How do the 18<)1 
detltils of str£'uO'th and dl<;tl'lbutiou compare wItb the details of former 
CCll'lU,>tS? Wh~t according to the 1891 census IS theIr strength aml 
dlslrilmtion in the dllfcrent wards or quarters of the Clty ,or Island P 
N utI) any 'Ward, street, or sqnare where the casto musters strong enough 
to have the loca.lIty c .• lled by its ull.me eIther officially or)n common talk. 

3. Dehils of origiu come under the two heads of trl1tiluon and of 
book reference'). TraditlOn~ should be recorded WIth any availn.ble nottee 
of the source of the tradItion. 'Where book rcfel'ences are available, the 
llnthol'lty should be quot~d with details of ch.1pter and verse. IIlstory 
(;O!.lle» under three diYlslons' 

«(.) 'l'he history of the class before their arrival ill Bombay. 
(II) The C.1USO and d~te ofthelr coming to B~mbar. • 
\ c) A notice of their oonnec1ll.on w';fh important events in Bombay. 

~\Uee tlll'ir arrival in Bombay has any ch,mge taken place in their relIgi-
011, le..tders, in theIr po~ltion a.nd. relati.ons to other divisions of Islam, III 

thcir nppearauC<', speech, drcss, style of honse, place of abode, wily of 
hong, s{)( ial and rehgio1l3 practices, social position, employmcnt,. Dr 
l'Ondltlon? How f"D do tbey continue to own land or houses, and main. 
t.,m Lonneclioll with the part of the country whth they lVere setHeu 
hcf01e they- came to Bombay? Do they c~slaer tltemselv~ nathes of 
llomhay r If so how maDf years have passed since they first came to ~ 
I egaI'd Bombay as their home jI .Among the po~nts wliich"throlY lIght 
on origm and history' are: appca~ance, dress, home spee2il, name~, and 
6UrnaUlt:s. Any details on these points arc valuahle. Under home speech 
I.he lli"lme and peculiarIties, and if Jlosi!lhlo the sonrce of these pecuhan
ties IIhouIJ be noted. Under names, those in common uso for men ami 
"omen: any change in the style of na.mes and cause of change If avail· 
able. Under SUl'n:\mes a li~t of as roan? as are available. wit'h a note 
huw ff.r the name :ig tnbal or toca!. If 10caJ., ",hethen thl. name'glvlllg 
phee is in or is oub~ide Qf India. ' 

4 By what pcouliarity of face, :figure;, or bearing do you identify R 

man or a woman of this !!lass'P \Vhich of the leading Mosalman classQOl 
do thoy most resemble? In what wspects are they .»eculil\r·~ How far 
do foreign wandering or isolated classes dllIer from ordInary \lns<\Imlins 
in size and shape" in stl'en~th or weakne8~, i-?- li?-bil~t.r to specIal ~iseasc, 
in 10nD' or short-ltvodness, m colour of "kin, m bvelmm,s or dreammess of 
CKprcs~lon~ in form or face, in sille o~ eye, in regularity ot feature, in 
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heIght or flatness of nose, :In thinn('ss of lip, in pt'Ominence of chook 
bon('s, in roundness or gauntness of cl1eek, in curl or lankness of he.m 
and face hair? 

l> A few of the most marked peculuu-itloCs or" th~Jr home f<pe"ch ,",ouM 
}-.e use{ul. How fllr does the home tongue dlffel' lU)ll} the st.mJ:wJ loeal 
Musalnutn dialect P How {ttl' docs It differ from the p~bhc sp\l\lch of the 
same cl,lSS? Are the peeulinritieR of b.ome ~peecll morc markell among 
the women. than. among- the ruen? Tho dil[erences between publlo ami 
home speech are chil'fiy of two c1assps: tbe odd sou.ndmg' of ()t'I'tam J\lL. 
lers, and the use ofstrange words. The sonrce of the pecuharltIes should, 
if possIble, be .noted. How far is a fOI m~: dIaled passiug lUto dl~\lse r 
How far IS Urdu taking the place of Mm·.nhi, BllldJ, Guj'l1'.ltJ, or one of 
the South IndIan languages? IIow far IS EnglISh. UtlCO(lllllg a 11Om.!) 

speech? When nny change of home speech can be tt-aclJd., kindly IlSCN'· 

tuin the date and origin of the cbange: tte section of tho f:lIUlly who 
first took to the change, Was iUhe father, the mother, the school boys 
or gills? How far and with what result 18 thIS chango of home sl)\l(,eu. 
llkdy to spr{'ad? 

6 In what style of house do the lidl, the middling, allll the peW\" 

famlhes of tho class hye? How·far and wit.h what l'lJbults hnve tho 
comhtlODS of Bombay residence intelf\lJ ed WIth famtly Itfe P How f,~r does 
tile nnmber of men exceed the numuDr of \.\Oluen, and the proportion of 
adults to children exceed the normal proportwn ? \Vhnt are the affects 
of this and other special Bombay condltious on the style of house P How 
far among the rich, middling, and poor does tIle family own the houstl P 
How fa!' does It rent a whole house P How far has it ouly room!! in 
some barrack or cllal P How far a:re 11ch, w"lI·to-uo, and poor dwellers 
In cMls long settled in the same elitil f' How far are they able to fill the 
clt4l with fOOllhes of theil' own class ol,their own oountry? 'Yhat hooso 
art'angements do bnchelOls or men whoee "uvea aro np-country, make? 
How far do they live in inns, ~n clubs, in lodgings? In the lhffel'ont 
classes of house or lodging, w'"hat rents aro cbarged P And what sleepIng', 
cooking, bathing, and closet accommodation is provIded? 

'I, Of what does tbe ordinary, the holiday, and tbe public-feast foo.! 
of men and women of the class consist? Are the men and women glcnt 
eaters or dilllkt'rs, o. are they temperate in food lIu'd in drink? Are thoy 
good cools? Is there lftly4Jinng 8pecial, anything provol bull lU tbOlr 
style of cooking, and tht'u' pet dIshes? When nnll wbat sort of (,1lI.to 
feasts.do th.y gIve? I'I:I beef eaten P H,ls aty change pf tood been Intely 
introduced ?. If so '\\ bat WII$ the cl1l1nge, and w{Jy '" as it mnde r 

!:!, Do the people of this cIa,s drink, smoke, ol'-othel'VI ise ose any 
intOKICant'l If so what and on what occasions? If thev drink alcohol, 
are they temperate in its use? Do they drink alcohol dn;',v or on spl'('ilU 
occasIOns only P Are any other stimulants or narootics used? It' so, 
"hat a'hd how and when ",re they tl\ken? Has there bt'en I\ny recent; 
change in the ampunt or lD the kmd·of s~"inuIl\nt? If so to what has 
the change b(ien dlte ? 

9. What is the In-door, out-uoor, nnd ceremonial dre.~ or mlln, c.f 
.}V0ll1cn, and of children befo!'e nUll after.Bis-nlllla.h or, puhl'rty? HoI" 
do the men and womel;l Weal' tlwlr head hair, and the mcn theIr Llce hair? 
Do either'tnen or ,~omen deck thl'lr hair WIth fioo\eNl, wear Iuhe hair, or 
aye their hair? ,I so, VI hcn snd in ",bat way? Are the uwn, al'e tho 
women neat and olean ill their dress P Hnve they any speciulliking for 
gay colours, or for certain hues and shades? W'hat \s pot'1l1mr ill ,be 
oldlllnl'Y dl'ess of the men? 'rhe lOinCloth, shoulJel'tioth, jackd" head-
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seal £ cap or turban, shoes r How does thatr holiday dress dtfTor 
fr,)m theIr evet'J·day dre~s in form, material, or colour? Have any cuangl'S 
been "ecently wtrodnceu Into tho shape or mlltonal of the men's chIt hes t 
To" hat IS this change due? Where are theIr clothes made" 'Whoro 
ale tucy bought 1 ,slrull,lr detfuls should he gwen for "omcn'~ dl(,~', 
tLe "ny of we.UJllg the dloss bemg,.,peCially notICed. Do the people of 
thIS cl.1S& generally have a good stot..k of clothes for ordinary wear and 
fo.· spenal occaslOlIs? 'VIy'tt ornaments do the men and the women 
"",,11' on ordlllary days and on special occasIons? Is there auythmg 
peculIar In the fOlm or rnatellal of theIr Olnaments? An exammatlOn og 
the names of ornaments somcthllle8 yields valuable infol'matlOn on t\\O 
P""lllts 

(a) the foreIgn nntIOn from whom the oruament has heen borl'owed , 
(/;) the orIgInal substanc~ gram, leaf, frUIt, tooth or claw, of which 

the metal ornament IS a copy, 
'''hat t,)1...ens of mourmng are usn ally worn by men and women? On 
"hat occasIOns are signs ofmonrmng worn? How long does the wearmg 
uf mourmng last? How far is the wearIDg optIOnal? 

10, Pleabe detaIl the Qmly 1ife of a man, a "oman, a child. \Yhat 
are theIr ordlnary hours of work? 

11 What SOCIal posItwn does the class claim for themselves P 'What 
pOSItIOn do they hoH amo[.g the Musalm.tns of BO,mbay? With whom 
WIll they eat and meet SOCIally on an t'qual footmg? 'Yha.t classes hold 
aloof from them? From what classes do they hold aloof? Has there 
been any recent change JD thiS respect? 

12, What IS theIr SOCIal, relIgIOUS, and busllless reputation? The 
chamctel'lshcs of the clabs, as shown m thmr own proverbs 01' cnstoms, 
or 111 the proverbIal or other estImate of them by theIr neIghbours, How 
f,lr ale they neat, clean, Idle or hard-IVOl kmg, horrest, sober, thufty, hot 
or conI tempeled, hospltablo, ord~rly, relIgIOus? What is theIr character 
f Ot' en tel prIze? B ow far are they tra tellers by land a nd by sea? By 
land what parts of Indm outSIde of the Eombay PreSIdency and what 
places bl'yond the bmltA of India do they VIsit? Where do they go by 
sea? WIth who.t object do they go and what result? Have thq always 
been 1 eady to travel, or IS thiS fondness for travellIng a Dew development? 
How foil' m Bombay IS the class settled or mlgratlJry? If,, mIgratory, 
what portIOns of the year do they spend en Bombay? Where do they 
live at othertlmes? How far lb their migratory character changmg, and 
are they begIDDlng to settle ~ 

13 h the class by llQme or by obistory a~sociated witl1. any HpeCIal 
<:-rait or callIng? If It IS, how far and under what CIrcnmstancos has 
the practIce of theIr speCIal callIng ceased? By the exercise of what 
calimg do the bulk: of the class earn theu' hVlng? In what Wi1ys other 
tban the practICe of the main calltng do members of the class support 
themselves P Do they enter Government sOIj,Vlce In Its hIgher ",evenue 
and JudICial branches, or as cl\rks, as police, as soldiers". or as mcchnlllcs 
in the Umt, Dockyard, Arsenal, or other' Government workoo.ops? Hll"w 
far do members of ihe cln~s enter the service of the MuniCIpalIty, of the 
POlt Trost, of the RaIlways,,or of the leading manufacturing and other 
compallles? 'Yhat IS the echool or college-trammg of those wbo entel 
these branches of service? At what age do they beg1'h to dra.wpay? In 
what pay and pOSltIOU do they begin and to what pay and pO~ltlOn do 
thpy rise? Of those who enter one of the profeaslon~ what 18 the train
wg (a) in school and college, (b) as asslst,ants or appr<ontioes? At 
what age does their professlon begin to Support them P 'What is the 
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nature of tlleir duties? What mt'lISure of sucoess in income position 
aod rt'spect nl.ly the p1'ofession be fl\irly expected to seenre ? How tar 
do the wivf's and \luughters of men in G"vernmen~ servIce or in prof"" 
sions add t<> th" {<llmly Income or aid it by their services? Ot tho~(' 
"ho go into trolde "hat b\!\nches of tradtJ do thev €t'nerally fo{(,)w P 
How tiu arc they hOh'thtary doal~rs ill any arbele of 'trade 01' mel chan
du,e P DII they puter into new hues of business r What is tbeir tl'lItl
ing? What is tb",ir slIccess? From whoIQ. do they buy, to whom do 
they sell? D,) o.ny members of the class make their hving as m:\nuhc
iul'crs? If so what <10 they make? Do they work by sterun 01' h"n,I 
pO\H'r? Wh.lt is the character and sizt.( of their :factories? 00 tL~ 
wl\'e.s and daughters of merchants aud h'aders add to tho family ('{tru
ings, or IIld the faunly by their services? In whnt arbeles do those of 
them who are shopkeepE:'ls genemlly deo.l,f Is theil' busmess wholeS\le 
or retnil? J!'rom whom do they bay, to ",110m do thE:'l seU? What is 
their training at school and in the shop P 'I'o what success Ult\y they 
look forward? What would be considered marked success, "hat 
mode~ate success, what fllllll1'6? How faor do the wives and daughtcl'~ 
of shopkeepers add to the family income or aid it by their SAfl'lCes? 
Do any mell of the class take servi'c'e as s:111ors or 1\8 soldiel'S? I f so <10 
they take s()l'Vice in sa.ihng vessels or in steaooas, and as sailori!, ~apt ain~, 
or cngineers? Do they make long voyage!! and ViSlt distant llluch P If 
so where do they go? Has the class noW' or had it fOlIDcrly a nMIIU 
£01' shU or dal'ing as sailors? Row far do they taka servIC" in tho 
flrmy P If so m what branch do they serve P Al'e they ready to uUllerg") 
foreign servit'e P Is the pracbce of anf c~\ft spoolally _ a$soch\k-d 
with the namo or with the hh,tory of the class? '''hat tral1ling and 
apprenticeship do they undergo? How k'lg does it last? What rro
cesses have they to Ihrn? What artlcldS have they to make? At 
'II' hat age and after what experienqe are t.hey oonsidered mast.er-worke!,;) ? 
How flU is II f.'lou-I, ShIlled .worker snre of employment P \Yhat IS his 
position? Is he an independent dealor buying tho raw IUateri:\1 With 
his own money and selling the iiUlshed arbcles, or doos be ViOl k for 
some moneylonder or man of capital who advauces funds; or docs he 
work under somo successful fellow-craftsman who snplllit's tho raw 
materl!11an~ takes th .. risk of disposing oj tho fiuished article unJ pnys 
the wOI'ker by the piece '? • Id."each of these dlfferent pOSItions \\ bat at'o 
bl,.,.hest avernge aud lowest gro'lS and net. e,:\rnings r How fat· is the 
c.n~ft h/'redlt&t·y WIth th/)se who pract,ise it? How far has i~ boon lately 
adopte-d as a ueans of bV'mg? If il& how did t:be worker~ prevlou~l.f 
support themsehes P 'Vhat chan~e has recently taken placo? lIt~W 
fill' has tho spread of stea.m factones interfered WIth, how fal' hl1'! it 
helped their craft? If tbo products of their special C18ft baY\) boon 
more or less onsted by factory products to what callmgs ha\'e the crofts
llIen tak"en? HolV far do lhey practisil 2ther crafts? How far lIllve 
thE'y found work ip. fa.ct<mes? How fa.r have they f,\lJell to be uu~J.allcJ 
labourers P tlf those who go abroad to earn thetr living, what ('t'!\it., 
trade, or oocupation do they follow when abroad, and how do theyt'lllp)oy 
tJ1emselves when they return to 13ombay.or to their nabvo conntry P 
Of those who are migratory lind remain only part. of the year lU Domhay 
what is the'lr occupahon in Bombay. and what is t.heil' occupation \V he~ 
.up-oountl·Y -at theil' 'homes? 

H. Condition ~ closely oonnected with calling, Is tIlo croft or ('a1ED~ 
by which tho bulk of the cl.lSS e!lrn thoir living prospering or d~'Clinl!lg '! 
Is their work sready and well poid? Or is it uncertain /lnd poorly p[~ld ! 
Hus there been I\l1y chauge of late yelmJ f 
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.15. Trace the life of a man and /I. .... oma.n tht'ongb tbe different 
stages from childhood to age. In unsettled clnsses note generally how 
they divide the year between Bombay and np-country and theil' modo 
of life during each dlViSlOn of the year. Estimate the expenditure of a 
family of hnshan~ wife, two children, Ilond one aged relative or dopendant 
whose It-duO' is neither lavibh nor ~tingy. If It 18 not possible to give 
detaIled or precise estimates, sttll under the leadlDg heads extremes of 
expendIture may generally be fixed. Of ordinary expenditure under 
house would come the cost of the houae to build and to rent, the yalue 
of the furniture and other household goods, tho cost of servants' wageA 
and the keep of domestio a'C1mnls, the ordinary charges fot' food and 
drlDk, the yearly outlay on dress and the value of the clothes in stock. 
Of speCIal expendlture details should be given of the charges incurred 
on OCCll8lOns of birth, marria~, comlng of age, pregnancy, and death. 
In each case the dlJferencB in cost should be shown, when the {'..eremony 
is for a son and for a danghter. 

16. Are the class as a whole indebted or free from debt? WhM. is 
the usual cause of indebtedness? Is it their style of living, whether 
their ordinary 01' speeial expenses? qr is it the ~tate of the markets, 
the failure of demand for, or the fall in valUe" of, the products of thClr 
skill? From whom do members of the class generally horrow, from 
professional moneylenders 01' from men of means with whom they have 
deahngs in the way of trade P Is thCll' craft good l' At what rates do 
they borrow P How far do the well-to-do among them lend money? 
It 80 at what rates and under what name do thcy aecept mterest P 

17. Are the people of the class, aR a rule, rehgions i' Do they mako 
pl)gnmages? If so to what ~hrines? How far do they beliove in 
80rcery, witchcraft, Boothsaymg? To what class do the 801'cerers 
Witches and soothsayers belong? When are tliey consulted P What 
powers are they supposed to pos-sess? 'l) Do the people employ any upe
('Ial class of medIums P 

18 Has the class a speclal religious head? Who is he ? Why was 
}IO chosen? How is the succession arranged? Where does their relIgi
ous head hve? What are his functIOns? Is he judge in ciYlI as well 
as In rehglons matters jI How far do they consult hIm or seek his bless
ing m connectlOu With their bllsiness or prospems? Are. vows ever 
made to their rehglO1l8 head i' What ordinary and what speciat paymeu ts 
do the members of the class.make to their head? 

19. What nursery or oLher observances are €here to ket!p off ill-luck 
or secur(' good-luck? • To what exlent and in what Clrcuat~tances is the 
evu eye feared? What rites are ob!!erved to avold or' to cnro tho evil 
eye? How £ar are omens observed and ILStrologers consulted? Do 
cbIldren generally have a horoscope P If so who prepares It, what doos 
it contam, what does it cost? How fal' has the class a. P~r or saint to 
whoso favour they ascribe t11.eir p,·osperit,. P If 80 wbat measures al'e 
taken, what rItes are perfol'llled to secure and to lIUI.int~in the saint's 
favour? How far is the salDt by whose favour prosperi'ty is secured 
the rehgiouB head of the commumty P To what does he owe his pOSition 
118 their relIgIOUS head P What ceremonies nnlike those performed h-y 
SunOl Muhammadans do famihes of thiS claaR obs~ve on 0~oa8ioTls of 
TJI'egnancy, birth, nammg, Cll'cumCiSlon, Bls-mIllah, puberty, betrothal, 
marriage, dIvorce, death 't With whom do members of the class marry? 

(a) With a.U l1usalman8 of the same scct, tbat is if" a SUDD! with anr 
Snnni, If a Shla with any Sinn? 

II :Pl85-59 
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,(b) Only among pel}ple of their own clalls, as a Khoja marries no Shia. 
who IS not a Khoja and a Suuui Bohora marries no BunnI who 18 
not It Sllnni Hohora. • 

(c) Only with certaIn {ammes of their own class? AR a Bunni 
Bohora of good family marries only into certai!l famdies of his 
own class. , 

In the case of classes originally Hindus 8uI'b distinctions are important 
as they :may be due to an initlllJ difference ofccaste. 

20. What are their feasts and wha.t their fasts? Notice any saint 
oor Pi1' whose faIr they are careful to attend, any legend connected with 
the origin of the respect paid to the salntt..and any service or advantage 
his favor IS beheved to secure. In connection with holiday observances, 
wit.h pIlgrimages, with fairs, or with the worship of certain saints, do 
cases of possession occur P Instances <t possession come under two 
maIn classos: 

(a) Devotees or others who become possessed by some saint or gnn!'· 
dian spirit. This is the ecstasy or l"J,Z (literally state) o.f the 
'Moharram bridegrooms (dulu) Ilond others. 

(b) Cases of nervous seizure, hysterIa, and melancholia believed to be 
caused by the possession of j bnns or other evIl spirits. 

Regarding (a) all details of holidays, local fall' days, epidemics, or 
oth,er occasions ou which members of the class fall into a state 01' Ml 
are valuable. -Who become ecstatic P By whom are they inspired, what 
are the Slgns of iuspiration? What are its results? How far when 
ecstatIC are the inspired considered oracles? How fllor does inspiration 
give power to cforClse r 

Regarding (b) who chiefly are so affected? \Vhat spirits are supposed 
to possess the sjck? What are the signs of possession? What sLeps 
are taken to effect II> cJ!re? How far do certai.n cas"s of this kInd yleld 
to siIllple treatment? What (:O-Ul'se iSl> taken lVlth the more obst.iuate 
cases? Who is the final heaJe1' fnd last hope of the haunted? ThIS is 
a ButUect of rnuch interest. How far al'6 cases of inspiration and oJ' 
'possessIOn becoming rnore common or less common ? 

21. What speoial organizatIOn has the clnss as a separate social com
munity? By what agency are sooial disputes between tbe members of 
the class sEloJ;tled? Row far is the settlemeut of dIsputes the funchon 
of the rebgious head, ho~aroof an hereditary or elective social leader? 
How far are such que~tions referred fo a ~mlttee of tbe class or to a 
genelll meeting of the das~ P If there is a social head, what is hl8 title? 
How did he gam his position and wMt are hiS -duties and functIOns? If 
disputes are referred to a class council, who chooses the counct!? How 
many members are there: is the BOOlal head the preslde!!t? What 
arrangementH have they for 'hearing or settlmg dispntes ? If disputes are 
referred to a general meeting of the class, what arrangements hI) ve they 
for caltlDg a meeting, for ItOnducting a ltJeeting, and for 3scertallllng 
and recording tIj,e sense of the meetin~? How far has tho class a 
trade or crafe'organization distinct from the social orgaDlzahon r Are 
disputes relating to employment or wages settled by one headman, by a 
counCIl, or at a mass meeting? What Bort of trade questions ar Ise? 
"What actIOn is generally takcn? Do the leaders or maJol'lty of the 
class ever Organize \tdkes 'or procure the boycotting of offendmg clas.ses 
or Individuals? • How ,far have changes recrmtly taken place In the 
matter of trade organizations P What IS the nature of the change a.nd 
to what 1& it due P 
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2~ Do they send their bo) II and guls to school? If so hmv long- do 
they stay at school and what do they learn? How far aro tho ('~lh'lg-s 
or crafts which supporb the bulk of the people lIkely to contmue to 
support them? Are the profits of thelr caste rismg wamng or stcall,\'? 
In the eVE-llt of their eXlhtlng employment falhng, 'i\ hat chanco do their 
J\lstory and. their °present attitude lItlom to olfer that the membols of the 
clabs 'hIll sncceed in finding other not less gainful employment '? How 
f"r do the class take advantvge of the new trmuiug avallnble lU schools 
of OJ ts, in teehmcal lnstitutiOns, lU railway and other englDcerlllg 
wOlkshops, and lD factom"s? How far do they seom un!l.hle to adapt I 
themselvps to sO(,Jal and trade shangf's ? Does any conslderahlc num
uer of th"l1 skilled workers seem hkely to f-ill to the lev(ll of unskilled 
lluourors;> If so by what me~ns can sllch a decline be sln.yeil? In 
tbe case of classes who yearly come and go between Bombay nud Bome 
up-coullby or iorelgn home, ,~hllt 18 the prospect of tbmr set~hng In 

Bomb ,y' If thoy settle what occupations are they ltkely to securu? 
And are the chances 10 favour of their increase or of their deolmo ill 
comfort aud weU-bewg by beco:ning permanent dwell!lls In Bombay? 
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APPENDIX II. 
State Papers not available in Bombay, 1661-1700. 

'lltle and Date. 

1. Court to the Eid of Marl
borough, 19th Mar. 1661-
62. 

2 Kmg"s Orders to the Earl 
of Marlborough and SIT 
Abraham Shlpman, 1661-
62. 

3 Court's Orders to Sir 
George Oxinden, 1661-62. 

4 Court to S11' George Oxin
den, 1mh Mar 1661-02. 

5 Warrant from the King to 
the Company, 21st Feb 
1661-62. 

6 Court to the Presidency of 
Surat, 19th Mar 1661-62. 

7 Court to SIr George Oxm
den, 11562-63. 

8 Court to the President and 
Vouncll at Surnt, 25th 
Sept. 1662, 24th Mar. 
1002-63,4th Apru16f)3. 

Agreement between the 
·ComnusslOners of ;/the 
Navy and the East IndIa. 
OomIJlmy,'1661-62-63. 

SUbj .... 

InstructIons to SIr Abra.ham ShIpman for taIung 
l1osseSillon of 1;ombay. Bruce, II. 106. 

Orqers issued by King Charles on despatch with 
an armam~t to take posseI!sion of Bombay 
in March 1662. Ditto ditto. 

Appointmg Sir George Oxinden to be Pre8ldent 
of Surat -w'lth authOrity to SOJZe unhcensed 
traders. DItto dItto. , 

ComIllll!Sion and mstructions to SIr Goorge 
Oxm<len on appomtlng hun PresIdent of 
SlIrat. Ditto, 1 \)1. 

Warrant to SJr George Oxmden under the l'rivy 
&'001 for seIZing unlicensed persons m IndIa. 
DItto dItto, 

Appointmg SIr George Oxlnden PresIdent at 
Surnt, fiXIng his salary and POSItIon DItto 
dItto. . 

InlitructIO~ to /Il!lIlSt the Kmg's General and 
Ailiniral and their armament m takIng 
Bombay. Pitto, 113. 

Referring to the treaties concluded between 
the Kmg and the States-General; approvmg 
of the precautIons which the Surat Presidency 
had taken i recommendmg that properly qua
tlfied persons might be sent to Agra. and 
Ahmedabad when the Factors are withdrawn ; 
recommendIng, m' regard to the arbitrary 
manner III which the (Moghal) Governor of 
Surat had shut up their servants, that the 
Premdent s!J.ould endeavour to conciliate the 
Governor; disapprovmg of sendmg an Agent 
to the Emperor; lea.vmg to the Surat .Pre
SIdent and \)ouncu's dIscretIOn to dispobe of 
EnglIsh bro!l4cloths and manufactures at 8" 

smqJ1 a profit as JO depress the sales of tlle 
prIvate traders III those artlCles ; and sendIng 
eqmpments to Surat of two slups and stock 
and money estImated at £05,000. DItto, 119-
120. 

Agreement made before tIle fleet under the 
Earl of Marlborough left England to take 
posseSllIol1'of :aomhay, that, after landIng the 
troops at"Bowbay} three of the slups should 
be at the 4IBPOSa.l of the President at Surat, 
and that after it lias tione the partICular 
servIce Intended, the Leopard frigate should 
proceed to Goa and be offered to the Viceroy~ 
DItto, 124, 

Note.--l Bru~'s Annals of the East India Oompany in three VoluIDtl.I ptlLlhlhe<l 
at London 1U 1810 

2. Italics Inluk papers of specw '11'100. 
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No. 'l\Ue .nd nate. Subject. 

10 Sir George Oxmden to Mr 
Gera.ld Aiungtel', 16th 
Aug 1662 

11 CaptaIn Browne of the 
Dm>lmk to Sir OeQrge 
OJilllden, Bombay, 20th 
Sept ] 662: Also Mr 
Aungler to Sir George 
lKmdeu, Bombay, 2t,tlt) 
Sept 1662. 

Commission lind mstructlOns to negotIate \\Ith 
the ,V!Ceroy of POl'tugtu regatwng the frOlght 
of the Leopard fngt\te. Bruce, II. 124-25 

The Earl of l\IlIl'lborough'lI tieet Iwnves at 
Bombay on lSth September 1662; demands 
the cesSIOn of 'the Island of Bombay and of 
Its DependenCIes, the Portuguese GoVerFlllr 
evades the cessIOn; the treaty mterpl'eted 
drlferently by the BrItIsh and the Portuguese 
officers, the dispute being about the cessIon 
of the DependencIes Ditto, 126. 

( The Earl demands the cessIon of the Isl,wd of 
I Bombay, the Portuguese Governor objects, 

12 The Kl.Tl of Marlhorough i Baying that the Commander of the EnglIsh 
to Sir George O>.mden, I troops, Sir Abraham Slupman, had not 
O1h Oct 1602. arnved; the Earl stated tIle length of the 

13 Lltter from the PresIdency voyage and the numher of men who weHI 
of "urat to the Earl of I dnll!, dymg !:tom WIInt of refreshment, but 
l\Iarlbol'Qugh, 8th Oct. the Portuguese Governor would not n.llow 
1662 I the troops to be landed. When SIl' Abrn.-

U Le1ier from the Earl of I ham Slupman arrived and demanded the 
:Marlborough to Sir ceSSIon of Bombay from Don AntODlO de 
George Oxmden, 18th ~I Mello de Castro, It \Vas objected that the 
Oct 1D62 fonn of the Letters or Patents dId not 

1j Reply of Don Antonio de comClds, WIth the usual form ohserved ill 
Mello de ClIBtro to SIr I Portugt\l and wanted suffiCIent authority 
Ahr.tham Slupman, rela- from LIsbon and from England The EaII 
hve to) the sUlTander of and 1:;11' Abrahlj.m then apphed to SIr 
tlIe Island of Bombay, I George OXlDdcn to n.llow the troops to 
16th Oct 1662. land I't Surnt, but the PreSIdent said thIS 

woul,! off~nd the Moghal Governor who 
would expel the Company's servants from 

l the Surnt port DItto, 126-27. 
16 Surllt Consultations, 22nd The Earl of MlIl'lborough deternunos to return 

O~t 1662. to Englund WIth the Heet On learrung thiS 
SIr George Onnden held a consultatIOn at 
Surat, when It ~ WIIB ~solved i!5 request the 
E.trl to leave tue ConIJe1ttne man-of-war at 
Surnt, to take on board the mvestment folio 
England. DItto, t2S. 

17 Mr. Anngler lind M,.. Gary FaIltlre of 1\11' Aungter's negOOlatlOns WIth the 
to the PreSIdency of Portuguese about the rates of freIght for the 
Snrat, Goa 27th Oct Leopard fl'1gate, and the return of the Leo-
l()o2 pl'l'd from Goa to Surnt DItto, 128-29. 

18 The PreSIdent and counCtll ' 
at "ur:.t to C8>ptam RI- SIr George Oxmden S UlJ!tructIons to the 
~hard Mynor., 6th Dec, Command§!, of the Leopo/rif tf> satl to 
J 662. ~ POl'Oll.t and Karwar and mtlmailon to the 

19 The President and Counell f Factors that S11' Abt'aha .... Slupllllln had 
at Surat to tIle Factors at been obhged to land the troops on the 
Karwar and Poreat 6th ]Sland of AnJldiv, twelve leagues from ('>Oil. 
Dec 1662. ' DItto, 129. 

20 The !'reqldent and CouncIl Failllre of the KIng's pr0jects resigecting Bom
of SUl'at to the Court, bay, and of the Company's for bl'Ulgmg home 
6th Apru 1663. mvestmeI\tR on thv Kmg'8 ships; the Dutch 

talnng advantage of thO opportunIty to om.,. 
bauasR the company'a tlade, and t.lke pOSSilli. 
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No. Subject: 

SIOn of Coclun excludmg the EnglIsh nom 
every port except Karw{tr. l;!ruce, II 129-130. 

( On the E!\]~l of Marlborough's return ramon-

I 
atrancc of Klllg Ohar\es to the Portub'lleS0 

Ambassador on the evasIOn of the cessIOn 
of Bombay; Kfng's MemorIal of July lt63 

The Com1. to thePresld.ent to the Portuguese Ambassador; subsequent 
and COUl~cllof SUI'at, Juth I correspondence, mterpretatlon of the tr('aty 
Aug 1663. ~ as to mclu1il.J.ug the Dependau<.lea of nolU-

22 Kmg's Memol'llJ.la.aud the I bay. InstructIOns from the Court to SUo 
An.wers to them, J!lly, \ George Oxmden for the trade on the Mala-
1663. b:l.r Coast, Oldels from the Court that tho 

23 Sir Abraham Slupman's 
proposal' to Sir George 
OXIIlden, 1663-li4. 

24 Consultation of the Presi
dent and ComlCu at Surat, 
16li364. 

25 S11' G cprge OJ>1p-d.en to Sir 
Abrallam ShIpman, 1663-
64 

2t'i President and Oouncll at 
Surat to the Court, 14th 
Nov. 1663, 28th "Jan 
1663-641 

27 Court to the PresId(mcy of 
Surat, 17th Mar 1 b64-6!\ 

28 Warrant from the Duke of 
York to.the Commander 
of the G1w,nut Pmk, 15th 
Mar 1664-65. 

homeward Niups should sallas a fleet and be 
prepared to defend thembelves ag<1JIlst any 

L enemy. DItto, 134-138. 
As the KIng's troops ot). the Island of AnJHllv are 

lllnchreduced by swknessSu Abraham Slupmnn 
prop~ses to S11' George OXIIlden to cede the 
Kmlfs l'lghts over Bombay to the Company u 
the ViCeroy of Goa would agree DItto, 141-"12 

On consultatIOn the PreSIdent and CounCIl a.t 
SUlat reJect S11' Abraham Slupman's propoB.11 
Dltto, 142. 

Grounds for declmmg proposal DItto ditto. 

Ilegardmg SIl' Abraham's proposal, the Oonn
ell's consultatIOn on it; the PresIdent's reply 
to the proposal, With reasons saymg the supe
rIOr navalllower of the Dutch and the Engll"h 
wal#'the1l' only defence agamst the exactIOns 
of the M oghal G ovamor; state of trane at 
Surat and, its DependencIes, receIpt of 8 grant 
from the lI:loghal of l'CInlSSlon of customs 
dutIes. DItto, 142-144. ' 

( AntIcipo.tmg a Dutch war, the Conrt's m-

J 
bf,ructlOns to narrow m the 1!'actolJes, pl<lco 
funds at mterest but not lUVHst money 
In IndIan pr<)duce. Oruel S 01 warr",nt 
from the Dulfe of Y 01 k, i,hen Lord lLgh 

I Adlntral, to the Qapt"ill of the Ohesnut 
Pmk despatohed to bl'lDg the Kmg's SIll'VlV

l mg troops at AnJldIv. Ditto, J 52. 
29 Captain Bowen Captain Mr Cooke applied to these three Vap~Aillls of 

Barker and Oupiam the Company's slups at Karwax, lading pepper 
Hlggenson, to Mr. Cooke, for Europe, to take on board the Kmg's troops 
K.iY-wal',28th Nov. 1664 ~ and stores and accommodate them with a 

passage from AnjldIv to Bombay. The Cap
tams SaId ill ;eply they could not deVIate flOm 
the orders they had to return to Sl11'at, and 
that 811' George Oxmden would despatch 
slupping frord Sumt to AnJldIv. DItto, 154-7. 

30 Return Jjlf troopsoAnJldIv, Orlgmal return of the KIng's troops Signed by 
3rd Dec. 1664. Mr. Cooke, showmg their numbers and 

I 
charges, lllcludmg pay from Februury 1662 to 

. 3rd December 1664, flOm the penoti of 

I The January lett~r 18 ava!l~ble. 



Missing Papers 1 

AND ISLAND. 471 

~1 ______ n_t_le_a_nd __ D_.I_~ ______ I _______________ S_~_b_J._.~ ______________ __ 

I 
embarkation in England to the tJme whon they 
left AnJlruv for Bombay .Bruce, II 156-57. 

31 , Accotmt of pay, 1664 Account of pay and dulbursements to the Kmg's 
I troops flOm Febma"Y 1601-62 to 3ld Decem-

I 
ber 11364. Dltto, 157. 

( Muster taken at Bombay, on tho I\ITiva.\'1oi 

I the troops at Bombay, by clireetJou of Su 
32 ',~fuster of troops, 22n' George OXlIlden, by Mr Gary on tl.., 25th 

: }'ch 16H4, 6:>. J February and ilrd March 1604-65, showmg i ([<;."t Iurua Papers 10 the I the numbers of tlle troops stu'VlVillg, "nn 
St"te Paper (lihee, Nos. I! the Illventory of stores taken by lum at the I 228, 229, lJO, 2.15 ) ~ same tune, sh.OWUlg cannon pleces tl.lld 

, shots remlWllIlg. DlttO, 157. 
33 ! PresIdent and C'OUllClI of Effect on the ComlJ&Dy's settlement and trade 

Snmt to the Court, 31st oftlleumortunatetermmatIOllofiliearm"mellt 
}I[ar 1665, lith Apnl sent to take posseSSIOn of Dombay and the 
It.&5. evadmg ilie ceSSIon of the Island of l\om1lllY 

by the Portuguese, ilie Dutch takmg adv.llltage 
of the SItuatJon to mcrease theu trade, and 
bnngmg artIcles to Hurat, smted to the Sumt 
and lnrunn mark6ts, to tl,e detmnent of Eng
hsh wes and purchases, the Enghsh. character 
for power lowered m the eyes of the N.ltJ.VOS. 
Dltto, 157 - 1 [,9. 

34 Kmg's Orders, 1665-66 ... Mr. Cooke's convention WIth the Portugueso 
rusavowed by the KIng and SIr Gcrvnso Lucas 
appomted Governo!; of Bombay, the Kmg 
at the same tune gIves nss\U anco' to tho 
(:Ompan~ that protectIOn will Le atlorded tll 
thetr FactOll~S and trade by Ius forces occu
pymg the Island of Bombny DIttO, 1(.8 

( On lus nppomtment as Governor of Bmnbny 
3~ Sir (Jerz'ase Lucas' Ob8erl'-1 by the '-'mg, l'tr Gervase Luc"s had the 

altons on the pop., 8 1'8- whole of the documents tranSlDlttul by 
.peLtlng Bombay, 18th Mr Cooke laid before hUll. II'herellpon lie 

I Jun. 1665-66. I mad_ a 1eport .En a!e troops a~d stOles re-

I 
fEast Indla Pnpers in the I qv'!redfor "Bombay, rep"eBe"tltlg to the Kw!/ 

State Paper Office, No the rUMWUS c01lddwn of tiLe f01 /II,wtWlI8 of 
, 232) 0 the bland of B3mbay, and" the gflTrt80n 

I tue"" ted jor d ejence Dltto,)II9. 
36 I Report from the Duke of 1 ' d b AlIJemarie Lord Arhn"- S11' Gervase LtwaS report was refcrre y 

ton and' 1;11' Wl~ the Kmg to the SecretarIes of St.,te They 
('o~"nt t tl KIn 1 reported that It bemg uncertalll whether 01' 

26th M"f: 1~66 Ie g, ~ not the ll!land was m ilis MaJesty's pnSROS-
(East Indla Papers m the I aIOn It would be Improper to meur '0 IMge 

Sta.te Paper Office No J an eXPilnse (!1l,4()8 1bB~ upon It. DItto, 
2.10) , 169-170. 

37 Court to tho PreSident and 8ll' Gel'Vase Lucas embarks on board the Com
('ounul at "';Ul'ut, 7th, pany's ShIP Retwl'Y" and obtams from th'1 
24t11, 31st Mar 1605-66. Uompuny, at the Kmg's desll'e, a credit for 

£1500 on the Presldency« Surnt ?'the Court 
Issue mstructIOns to 811' George Oxmden, 
PreSident at Surat, to observe the same pre
cautIOn agalDst the Frenth I£S Ilgmnst the 
Dutch; to keep Factors at Porcat and 
KO:rw8(r, and consign only one shIp to Surat. 
DItto, nO-71. 

Appe~x II. 
IIhs81NG 
r4l'EI'~. 
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nO)IBAY TOWN 

( The President &Ild CouncIl of Surnt l't.'COm-

I 
mend to the Court to aowllt the Kwg's pt;r
DllSSlon to bulld 0. Factory at Bombay. 
Possession of Bombay precarIous from the 
in.pOSltlons of tho. Portuguese and tho 

I 
jealousy of tlle Moghru. Government. Tho 
Portugu~e l.evled from tlle boat.~ from ten 
to twelve per cent duty on merohan,Use and 
proVlBlons, wluch obuged Mr. Cookll to Pllt 

38 PreSIdent o.nd CouncIl of j sol,uers lin board the boats to resIst this 
Surat to the Court, J st demand. The cause of tlus trouhlt) "1,,\8 Mr. 
J&Il. J666, 16th Mar. Cooke's not takmg posS('sSlon of the depen. 
1066, 4th Apnl1666. denCles of Bombay The Jen.lou-y of the 

39 Mr. Cooke to the PreSIdent 1\1 oghal Government WM heightened hy 
and CouncIl of Surat, 21st I Mr. Cooke, who had mVlted natiVe mer-
Feb 1665'66. oehants to aettle at Bombay Wlder the pro-

4,0 PreSIdent &Ild CouncIl of teclaon of the Enghsh garrIson j the lIogh.u 
Surnt to Mr. Cooke, 1st Governor from thIS thought the "hul., to 
Mar. 1665-66. I be a. scheme of the Snmt Prew.dcnt to re

move the Fa.ctory to Bombay Mr. Cooke 
ill January 1666 seIZed a. Junk belollgmg to 
the Moglu.! Governor at Snrllot that had pllt 
mto Bombay; the Governor threatenod tho 
PresIdent with selZure of tlleIr Fllct(.ry at 
Surat; SIr George Oxmden,PreSldcnt ofSumt, 
thereupon sent 0. remonstrance to "'fr. Coo!.e 

41 App4cation from the 
Von!'t to the Kin{§, 
1666·67. 

42 Oo\u1; ~o the PI'ew.~nt IUld 
.. Cou¥p.: of Surat, Slat 

Aug. 1666, 14tll Sept. 
161S0, 5th Oct. 1666. 

4J Protest by Sll' GervlIoSe 
Lucas, 15th Dec 1666. 

(EllSt Indio. Papers ill the 
8iate PaPJJl Office, No. 
239.} 

l on hIS conduct: Bruce, II. 174-179 

r The Court make an apphcatlOn to the Killg 

I to 188U\3 orders to SIr Gervase LuCM, Go
vernor of Bombay, to ,llsavow Mr Coo!.e's 
conduct In captnrmg the Junk belongmg to 
the Moghal Governor of Surat, and for Its 
restoralaon; also to afford Jus aSSlStllnce and 
protectIOn to tlle l'reSldenry of Surat in 
pl'eservmg the nghtB and trade of the 
Company/( and m return the PreSIdency wae 
authorIsed to advance £1000 to SIr Gerva.'16 
t;ucIlo!!. The C6u1'£' 8 eommerclal instructions 
to Sm-at , only one vessel eonSI!,:ned to Sm1,t 
Wltll 0. cargo worth .£16,000, ordered tlle 
investment to consISt of a proportlOn of 
saltpetre and indigo and calicoes, and to 
oht..m If pOl!Slble a quantity of Carma.nia wool 
from P49l'Slllo DItto, lS6-t>7. 

Protest by SIr Gervaso LuCll4 IlgalDst l\Ir. 
Humphrey Cooke, reqlllrmg the latter to 
refund tfte money, 12,000 Xerophms, eJ:t<Jrted 
from the mhabltaDts of the llll!Uld of Bombay 
and converted to. hIS own pnvIlt6 use, I\.!I 

S11" G. J.ucas found out by mquiry afier 1118 

eommg to Bombay on 6th November 16tlG, 
and taking eh:u-ge of the Government of 
Bombay. DItto, 189-190. 
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67,26th ]dar. 1661 • 

Presidont and CouDell of ') 
8111"'t to the Court, 1666- { 

01,5 SIr G Lucas to the PresI-
dent and CounCll of r Dlspuro between SIr Georgo Oxmden aud 8n" 
Surnt, and theIr ,.nswers, t G Lucas relatIVe to Issuing passes Dl the 
9th, 16th, 22ud, 24th KIna's name (Jorrespondence con~e(lUeut 
Nov 1666 4th, 10th '" ' 
Dee 1666, 26tb Mal" upon tlus dIspute. Bruce, II. 190-19J. 
IG66-t'7. _ 

46 S .. ' G blCas to Lord. A 1'- 1 
longtoll, BOlllooy, 21st I 

(E
Ma. Ilbd67p tl l Rl'P01i OIl tIle state of BO'Inbcty by 8M' G Lucas. 
"st n 10. apers ill Ie r DItto 190-19:1. 

State Paper Office, No. I ' 
241) . ) 

47 Letters Patent by tile 1 
KIng, 27th Mar 1668.. Grantmg the i"land of Bombay to tbe East 

(pnnted CollectIOn of ERSt J India. COllipany. Ditto 198-99. 
IndIa Charters, page 80 ) , 

48 Conrt to the Pre",dent and In~ctIons to Sir George Oxmtlen to receive 
Counell of Surst, 27th the Island of Bombay from Sir G Lucas Ditto, 
:Mar 1668 • 199-201. , 

49 Court to SIr G, Lucas, Intunatmg the grant of the Island of Bombay 
Governor of Bombay, by tile Kmg to tbe Company. Ditto ditto. 
wrth accompanIment, 
bemg copy of tbe KIng's 
.grant, 27th Mar. 1668. 

50 COUlJIlJ.'iSlon from the 
Court, 30th ]dar. 1668, 

51 Court to the PreSIdent and 
COUDCII of Sm'at, 26tb 
Aug. 1667,4th Oct. 1667. 

B 1I8!O-CO 

CommISSiof. to SIr George Oxinden and tho 
Conncil of Sulat W receive possesslOn of Bom
bay, nItto dIttO. 

Encouraged by the grant of the ~lBnd of 
Bombay the Company adopted a more ex
tenSIve commerolal plan In tbts season than 
they bad done slhlCe tl\e restoraiJon of theu 
Charter; detllfmihed to enter mto commerCial 
competition With tbe Dutch, CODSlgIled three 
shIps to - Smat Wl1Jb '" stock ~stuul\oled at 
£60,COO; ordered m return 1111. mvestment 
of Surat cloths, mdIgo, drugs, peppdr, and 
snch quantIty of the finer SpiceS as the Surnt 
PreSidency could procure ; autbol'lZed the 
Surat PreSidency If necessary to borrow 
money, Wltbont bemg hDuted eIther. m the 

.. amount or the 'late of JDtorest, Agam m tbe 
IIprlllg oi"1668 three more ~hIP'i were oonsign
ed to Sumt With oargoes of broadcloths, 
POPPEll', lead, tm, and bullion to tbe amotmt 
jJf £70,000 under simIlar orders ~s tbe 
autU1Dll sbips respectmg tbe mvestmont ; tradt? 
between Snrat and Ban_m t() bil rOVlved; 
ordtll'i!! about the snbordmate Factol'leli ; the 
Court scmd SIr George Oxmden 1ll l'ecog
n ltlOU of hiH services a gold'medllland £400 to 
be dIstributed among Ius Council. DItto, 201-
203 

Appe~II. 
MIHSJIfU 

fAl'EII~ 
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62 S11' George Oxinden to "1 Death of Sir G. Lucas at Bombay (21st May 
Lord Arlington, Surat, I 1667) commUlllcated· to the Secretary of 
24th June 1667. State by Sll1. G. Oxmden, who o.lao mfonned 

53 Correspondence between lum of the reconcili.a.tlOn between lumaelf and 
Mr. Oooke and Captaan the deceased before lus death, and expressed 
Gary, and the Officers at 'regret for the loss. On heo.rmg the death 
Bombay, 9th, 30th Aug of 811' m Lucas, Mr Cooke, who had been 
1667, 8th, 9th, 10th Oct. dmnUssed and was at Goa under the protec-
1667. tlOn of the Jeswts, by letter addxeased 1IIt-. 

04 Proclamation of Captain Gary, awl clauned lus nght to succeed to the 
Gary decl.o.rmg Mr. Cooke Government. Mr. Gary and hili Counml 
a traItor, 15th Oct. 1667. I rejected Mr. Cooke'~ claun to Government. 

55 Mr. Gary to the Kmg, Mr. Cooke comes to Banw:a on Slilsette, 
Bombay,12th Dec. 1667. r assembles a force, as81sted by the Jilsuits, to 

66 Mr Gary to the Earl of re-estabhsh lumself on the Island of 
Clarendon, Bombay, 12th Bombay. Mr. Gary proclaims lum a rebel 
Dec 1667. and 80 traitor; Sir George Oxmd"n refused 

67 Mr. G~ to Lord Arhng- to reOOlve or encourage lum at the Factory 
ton, Bombay, 12th Dec. of Surat. The whole of these partlCS refer 
1667. Statement of the the matter in-dlspute by letters to the 
revenues of Bombay ill- KIng, to the Lord Chancellor, and to the 
closed m the preceding Secretary of State. Mr. Gary's letter to the 
letters. Kmg contaIns-. an 8.Cl)Ount of the state of 

(East Indio. Papers in the the Treasury and the measures he had 
State Paper Office, Nos. taken. Mr. Gary's report on the revenues 
243, 245, 246, ~, 249). of BOnWay, Bruce, II. 212 - 216: 

58 OOW/'t to the Prestdent aond 
OounC1l of SU7'{It, 4th :Aug. 
1668, 24th AIIg. 1668, 
10th Mal" 1669. 

59 Oou'rt to the Ohiif .and 
Ommen td Bombay, 10th 
.Mlll·.1668-69'. 

Appovnting. Sir George Oxinde» (kwerrwr 
and Comnnander-m-Ohief at Bombay With. 
power to floO'IMmI,te a Deputy G011crnO'/" from 
his OO'Uncit, to resule on the ~land ; and 
frarrwng genera! reguW.tums unth the !J1eW 

of le1ukling the 'laland of ]3ofl1bu,y an 
Engluh, colony, the 'jlYl't to be enul1ged /)'f' 

stremgthened, a town to be oout, "thallLlants 
to be MiRJIy E ngliah and to be exetnpted for 
fi"e year<! 110m the payment of custolll8 
duty..; calicoM' manUfactured 1110 lJotnooy, 
Stika, cotton yarn, buUtim, ana J'tvela, to be 
ptlmanently exemptea /Iom dutus; the 
revtlttW8 (.£6490 pll'l' amluln) to be ,mpw,,
ed ; protestant 'l'eUgion to b& fatJfJ'lI'l'ed; 
mamifactures of allsot-ts to be tltco'lmged; 
a h-arbgur with doc!a to be C£mIltr!t~ted j sol
dw'I's &ivtth. theIr wwes and famu'UJs to be 
sent from England; an armed vessel of 180 
tom to be statwned at Bombay. Detennmmg 
to perll:vere In enIa.rgmg thell' trade on the 
west of India, the eqlllpment, to Surnt 
bemg 1200 tons of Bluppmg and the stock 
worth £70,000 in goods and money; duect· 
ing tIlat the investment shoull! conSISt of 
Surnt cloths and Malabar pepper; llgenCle8 
to be estabhshed at Karwar, Cahcut, a.nd 
PQrca.t. J litto, 223 - 227. 
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60 Account of R.ece(Pta,1667-1ACCOtmt oftllA3 ,.ece~Jlts ana dU;UUfstmcllts of 
68. the"",land of Bombay from 22t&d May 1667 

(East Inroa Papers in the to 9ra Octob/l1' 1668, by Mr, (}a;I'Y, Gvvern<» 
State Paper Office, No J of Bombay. Bruce, II, 237-239 
257) • 

61 Mr GIll'Y to Sa JosePh} W l!hamson, Secretary of 
State, Bombay 6th Oct. 
1668. • CommunIcating account of the tnmsfer of 

(East Inroa Papers in the Bombay from the Crown to the East Inroa 
State Paper Office, No. Company DItto, 239. 
268) n 

'62 KIng's warrant to the Go- For the cession of the Island of Bombay to the 
vernor of Bombay, 1668. East Ind:ta Company. DItto, 239. 

63 (JommiS.wners at Bombay 
to the Ptes&dencyat Surat, 
28th Sept. 1668, 90th Oct. 
1668. 

(t:\urat Letter Book in the 
Indian RegIster Office, 
vol. lnu. page 7.) 

Report of tM OotltmtsSWn618 appotlltea and 
sellt ft om 8,wat to Bombay to t ecelllC chargc 
of BonWay. Thtto, 239.242. 64 Bombay to Surat (from 

the COmmlSSIoners at 
Bombay to the PreSI- I 
dency of Surat J), 6th Oct. J 
1668, 8th Dec. 1668. 

65 Pre81dency of Surat to the Reporting the events and circumstances whIch 
Court of DIreCtors, 1668- had attended the cesS19n of the 18land of Bom-
69. bay to the East Ind:ta Company. Ditto, 239. 

66 Regvlatioos for Adminia- Re!J1<iations
Q

estabZ\8hed by Slt' Geotge Oxinden 
t,."twn,1668-69. for the aamin;,slratwn of the ?Sland of Bom

bay. On 6th January 1669 he went to 
Bombay to estabhsh a system for the Cml 
Government of It and to form a Code of 
Military ReguIations for the garrIson. Ditto, 

67 Mr Goodier to Sir George 
Oxmden, 6th Jan. 1668-
69. 

68 Laws of War, 1668-69. 
(Surnt Letter-Book, "voL 

IVlll. page 91.) 
69 SIl' George Oxinden's 

measures and orders at 
Bombay, 1668-69. 

70 (Bombay Deputy Governor 
and Council!) to the Pre
SIdent and Council of 
Surat, 17th, 20th Mar 
1668·69 and 1669. 

(Snrnt Letter-Book, vol. 
lvui. pages 107,110, 117.) 

242-43. 
Beanng on th~. Regulalions of 811' George 

Oxmden. DIttO, 243. 

J For g3tierning the Company's MjUtta. Ditto, 
243. 

Measures which Sir George Oxindeu took 
durmg his mooth's stay (January 1669) at 
Bombay, and hts proceed:tngs thele ana the 
orders he ga.ve to the Deputy GQ,feruor 
a.nd Coun~ll at Bombay, relatIve to Bombay, 
when SIr George OX1nden.lc~Bomb"IY for 
Surat. DItto, 244 

Reportmg the steps taken for the admin18-
Watlon of Bombay as per orders of the Surat 
Pre81dent. The Bombay CounCIl mttmate to 
the Court the neceSSIty "to constPUct thI-ee 
small armed shIps to protect the tmport and 
export trade of the Island of Bombay, and 
to serve as temporary convoys to the tr<lde to 
and from the Gulfs of PersIa liud ArabIa. 
DItto, 244. 
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BOMBAY TOWN 

\
' .Re!lulattonll of the Couti for the .Marine all.d 

Mt14tary e.tabhshmentB tzt Bombay. Lettcn 

1 

from the Cmwt appovnttng Mr lVa.l'UnCk Pdt 
to proceed to Eo.tWay to Lutld #two 'l)esllels: 
appmnttng @Up/am Srnllh a;nd a(~pl<'il< To,," 
derty to art a8 Eng !nee1'8 ; 'he Deputy Govel
IYb01' must sf!lengthen the 'IJIkmd 8f) as to pi event 

71 ~g!J[,dwns of the Comt, obstl'lwtioJlsfrom Thana <md Karatlja., Il'IId 
1 GlJ9-7 O. exact C'lt8tomJJ jl'om the PQ'l'tnytWM ; t 1i' -Ql1rage 

72 C01/,l·t to the Ples~det~t and I plantations oj pepper and mwnllj(Jdww uf 
Gmtrl/',l of Sumt, li!rllt dotJ!8; claims of Ute J ()3Ults nut to be held 
A"{J.1669, 16th, 17th Feb. "aliJ,. :J:'.qUlpments to Surat for Surat and 
16G9-7Q. its DependenCles, amounted to 1500 tons of 

73 PreSIdency of Sllrat to tlie 
Court, 26th Nov 1669, 
23rd Dec. 1660, BOth 
Mar. 1670 

1 
shIppmg, and the stock was worth £100,000. 
Appomted a CouncJ.l of eight melohers t() 

I aSSISt the PresIdent of Surnt, five of them 
always W NSlde at Sur .. t. Bruce, n. 252-

l0l256 
Death of Sll' George Oxmden (14th July 1(69). 

PrOVIsIOnal appointment of Mr Gm':\.ld 
Almgler to be PreSIdent of Sumt. Measures 
of Presiderlt AungIer for dispoalng of the 
Company's goods and procurmg !ill mvest-
ment. Extenswn of trade rC'Iuneu an 
enl.lJ'gement of st()('k-a proposItlon recum· 
mended by Mr. AungIer to the Court; con
SIderable amount of money horrowecl. 1'he 
MoghnJ. had barushed the Shroff's and BaIlL\s' 
of Surnt on account of some r .. hglOllS 

.shsputtf; tlris matenally inJured the Com
panY'B tmde a.t Surnt ; Europe goods requIred 
In the Surat ma.rket. DItto, 260 - 266. 

(Report of Mr Young, Deputy Governor of 
74 Bombay to the PreSIdency I Bombay, to the Court on the state of tho 

of !:iurat,4th Aug. 1669, lSland of Bomhay. He Sa.Id that tho 
6th. 16th Oct,- 1609, 2nd i fortrlicatIons were unproved; -the garrISon 
Nov. 1669. reqUlred recruIts and accommodatIOn for 

(!:>urat Letter-Book, vol. soldIers; If R.iJapur he taken possessIOn of, 
lvin pages 123, ~48, 151, I It wo,,-\d'1)lace the Company's trade and 
153.1 shippmg in a better sItuatwn than they were 

L a'!; Bombay or ~ven at Surat DItto, 268 
75 Presidency of Surn.t to I Mr Aungier, the Surat Presldont, douht· 

the CommisslOners at I ful of the Bombay Deputy Governor Mr. 
Bombay, 1st Nov. 1669. } Young's prudence III the admIDlstratlOn of 

76 Bombay to !:iurat, 15th I Bombay, recalls rum to Surnt Mr Y onng 
.. Nov. 1669 ) resigns (13th Nov 1669). DItto,2!i9 

'17 PreSIdency of Surat to lhe Ml' Aungl8l"S preparatIOn to go to Bombay 
Court; 2&th Nov. 1669, postpont'ilowmg to the Mogbal's suspICIOn 
23rd Dec 1669" that the EnglIsh intend to rum the trade of 

Surnt by seIZing on the Junks and wltlulraw
mg to D>mbay. Mr AungIer orders one of 
the slups to toueh at BOOlbay and take from 
the CommiSSIoners II full report for the Court 
on the state of the furttfications, and <locks, 
and on the reinforcements re<IlUred for tho I 

garrison. .1I.Ir Aungier gOCll to llomh.ty 
(January 1670) to est...bhsh Courts of JUdlt-a
tllre /md other mtcnml regulatIOns. Ditto, 270. 
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78 1 (''''('11/.1ss~m81'' rep01-t 
the C01Wt, 1 G69-7C. 

AND ISLAND.- 471 

Subjoot. 

fIR EombllY Comm~"8ioner8' f1tll rep01-t fOI' the 
ClYltI't {)lI the state of the /0'1 t!ftcatw/!8 lIt..a 
docks, and an the reinforcement>! ,'equlred f01' 
UIS get" i>.on. Th18 '6port states amollY utile" 
tfunqs that the e:tptrlScs >ne"" ed fO'l' builtlil1Y 
the F01 t at Bomo(PI, would I Cqul' 6 a SCI'ClI aJe 
fund. Bruce, JI. 270. 

79 (\>Il11nlSSlOn from the PIe- OonmllssIOn and Instnlotions to take c1w.rgo 
Sl<lollt Mr. AUl1!51er to of the Oompany's aJrau'll at Surat durlllg the 
Mt'. M.Ulter, ntl, Jan. absenco of the PreSIdent at Bombay. DItto 
16h9-70. dItto . .,0 Prt'Sldmcy of Sllrnt to Mr AungIel' on going to Bombay pubhshes 
the Court, 30th Mar. the Company's RegulatIOns for the CIVIl and 
1670 Military arulllll1stratIOn of the isll\nd of 

Bombay, forms two. Courts of JudIcature, 
reJ.uces the military establishment, appOlllts 
Mr M~ Gray ¥> be Deputy Governor 'WIth 
three members of CouncIl, and retlll'll/l to 

81 ('01)11''''''''. 
16/)'}-70 

Surat. DItto, 271-72, 
Bel11datw,l>S, Company's Regulatlo,.s fOt tlie CiVil and 1ltli

tan) adml1lzstmtwn of the "land of Bo,~bay. 
to/w;h p, esuknt Aultgwr on his a'1'wrtL at 
Bombay (J,lrw.ary 1/)70) publisll(jd at Bom
bay DittO, 271. 

82 Jr.. A,mgu" 's measures, M6GIIWle8 01' regulations introduced by Mr. Alm-
1669-70. gier at Bombay and hUl proceedIngs tllM'tJ. 

DItto dItto. 
83 Conrt to the PreSIdent and 'I The Court amend the order they had given to 

Ooun<-ll of Sl1l'at, 11th I 0 buIld ,two vessels at Bombay, reoommend 
Aug. 1670, 22nd Feb. cautIon to,ve obStlrved In tl'l1nsactlOns With 
1670-71. I the French Company or trade; dIrect $urat ! to aVOId pllortIahty to any of the country 

84 Court to tho Deputy Gov- I powers; order the plan for cOlTespondonce 
ernor and Council at WIth the Court to be observed by theU' 
BOllolbay, 2lnd Feb. I PreSIdenCIes and A,J>enCles; tlonJirm Mr. 
1670-71. AungIer ~ PreSIdent of Surat;' consign five 

~ ShIPS to ~urat and ItS DependenCIes, of 
2000 tons, and WIth cargoes worth.l100,UOO, 
recommend that\hell' plan 01 Gov .... unent 
and CIVIl and MilitlU'Y'''estabhshment 
should be followed; trIAl by JUry should 

j 
be mtroduced into the Courts of Justice; 
send C.1ptam Shaxton WIth a comp.tny of 
801(hers for the defence of the IsldJld of 
Bombay; recommend that a MiI!.t should 
be esjabhsl\'ed at Bombay. Ditto, 276 to 

,j 280. 
85 COllrt's Regulalions, 1670- Court'. regulations for 8ettlinfJ the Governmont 

71. of Bombay, fO'l' mcreaBtng the garnson, and 
. e,.ert~ng a mmt. DI~ 278. 

86 PrcsulcnllY of Surat ~o the SluVItJl pillages Snrat; the Moghal sends adM
COlUt, 20th Nov. 1670 tIOna! force to defend It . These t5\rents render 
15th vee 1670 (Post- the trade at Surat precarious. Tho P~e8Ident 
s('l'lpt), 1Ilth Dec. 1670 at Surat infors from this J,tnd reeommonds to 

the Com jor attention tffat many of the mer
chants and Bamas would reaort to Bombay 1\,1 

Boon as they should be satISfied tlmt the forti· 
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No T.t1e and DatQ, 

[Appeuclh:: r 
BOMBAY TOWN 

I ' 
Subject, 

1ications and garrison WIll'e Bufliclontly strong 
to protect them and their I1toperty. Bruce, II. 
286. 

87 Presidency of Surat to "I Mr. Aungier appoints Mr. Gylford to succced 
Bombay, 6th Sept. 1870. f hiln at Bomb~: The ba.stlOns and curtaIns 

88 Presidency of Burnt and ot the fort had been raised. Mr. Herman 
the Deputy Governor ~f Bake was appointed Engmeer and liurveyor 
Bombay to the Court, General in Bombay. lbs surveys were to 
20th Nov. 1670, 9th, 14th be directed to a.scertain the rights to pro-
Jim. 1670-n, 7th April perty a.s well &8 to the wQrks. A supply of 
1671: three hundred recruits was reqwred for the 

89 Bombay to Surat, 20th J' gamson. l)lttO, , 288-89. 
Dec.' 1 670. 

90 PreSident 'Aungier's Re- President Aungier's plan for the administration 
port,l(i!i'O-l1.' of Bombay. HIs report on the plans for 

, rendering the lBland of Bombay suffiCIently 
strong to reBl8t any enemy. ilis mensures to 
str.mgthen Bombay and mcrease the garrIson. 
Ditto, 288, 294. 

91 Court to the President and 'I 'Court's Regulations for Bombay; approvnI of 
Councu of Surat, 23rd I the nppomtments of Mr. Gylford and Mr. 
June 1671, 15th Mar. t Bake; lll8tructlons to the Surat Pre8ldent 
1671-72. r to exantme and approve of all plans before 

92 Court to the Deputy Gov- J' carrymg them into executIOn; to streng-
ornor at Bombay, 15th then the garrison 150 soliliers were embark-
Mar. 16'71-72. ed. Ditto, 294-95. 

93 Generru letter from the French fleet causes depression of Surat trade; 
Presidency of SlWat to Agent Bent to ShivsJI to negotlIIte a treaty. 
the Court, 7th Nov. 1671. Ditto, 300 - 306. 

94: GO'l'ernor and Council of Borg.bay fov/ificat'lonB 'Would be ready next year; 
Bombay to the Court great mortallty am'Jng the 8oldiers; shipping 

, 18t1. NO'D. 1671.' of the uland 01 Bombay a. v\.·; as of /jural 
, exposed to capt1JA'el bV tl!e JlalaM,. pirat~; 

tl~cl!8sify 01 lIWilf.ling and equtJping smaU 
armed vl!88el. for the protection Of tM trade 01 
the iBland 01 Bmnball. DItto, 306. 

95 Gend letter from.the 1 
PreSidency of Surat to .~. 
tJw Court, lOth Jan. About trade", and troubles with ~hivaji. 
~671-n. RaIse ilie question whether it would not be 

96 Presidellllf of Surat to the, W1B6 to remove thll PreSidency from Surat 
Court, 3rd, 23rd Feb. J to Bombay. Ditto, 305 - 307. 
1671-72, 6th,23rd AprIl 
1672.' 

97 Court to thePl'8Sldentand Mr. Aungier's salary increased. Orders given 
ClvllDcll of Surat, 5th to keep open the trade at the drlferent ports 
july 1672, 9th A,!:~ Bubordlnate io the PreSidency of Sura.t, for 
1672, }'3th. Dec. 1672, wh1'ch a stook: worth £9(),OOO 18 sent; and to 
10th Jan. 1672-73, 28th aVOid, a.s far a.s poSSIble, taJ..mgthe Pre81dency 
Al>r111673. 'from 8urat to Bombay. DItto, 313. 

Jl8 Deputy PI'esldent and About trade, and troubles from the Slili and the 
Council at Surat (to the ~:[oghnI NecesSity of bwliling an arnIed 
Court P). the" Pres!dent vessel at Bombay for the protectIon of the 

I Mr. AulIgier's letter of 10th Ja.u. 1611 and his propcsrus of Bcd Feb. 1671 aN 
Rva.tlable. _ 

2 The Letter of 23rd AprJl1672 is a.vauable. 
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Titre and Dale. 

bemg at Bombay, 2Znd trade and to maintain the Englu!h character. 
Oct. 1672,. 10th Dec. Bruce, II. 3140 - 317. 
1672, 10th. 17th Jan. 
16i2-73, 25th Feb. 1672-
'i3, 4th April 1673.1 

(Bombay fortifications strengthened; troops 

99 !'resident Aungler and the a militia; revenue from customs not more I 
prepared for actIOn, rohablJ;ants formed rots> 

Council at Bombay to than 20,000 Xeraphins a year; dlIIiculty of 
the Court, 14th June establu!lung a mmt. Captam Shaxton re-
Ib72, 7th Oct. 1672. j presented that the gatTlBOn would be made-

100 Captam Shaxton to the quate to defend the island of Bombay 
Court, 3rd Jan. 1671-72. agamst & European enemy;, 1100 BOldleI'll 

101 Pre,,,dent Aungler and the and proper officera should be sent from 
Council of Bombay to the England, adlllltted at the same tlIDe the 
Court, 6th, 11th Jan. immense charges incurred m buildmg the 
1672-73, 18th, 28th Mar fort. Dutch fleet between Bombay and 
1672-73. Surat. makmg the inhabItants fly to the 

Portuguese Blilttlementa for safety. Ditto, 

102 Court to the PresIdency of 
Surat, 13th March 1673-
74, 3rd Apnl1674. 

317·319. m consequence of the Westmmster Treaty 
(17th February 1673-74), the Court elilarge 
their trade, the eqUlpments to Surat being one 
.lup WIth a cargo worth £10,000 m money and 
£8000 II1 goods, and tllree more slups of 
1500 tons; the Court recommend to the 
PresIdency of Surat rather to Bohcit temporary 
protectIOn fNm the.N atIve governors than to 
mcur heavy charges and unoortam results by 
B'J6kmg plurmans from the Eastern SovereIgllll; 
tllree mdre slups at the end of the season were 
sent to Surnt WIth a Clilgo worth £82,000. 
DItto, 328. 

103 Court's LettM8, 1673-74 ... Court's tn8tructions to Bombay in tMB yeaI' were 
not to enter into any treaty unth tile PorlufJueBB ; 
RegulattOns Bent 101' apprlYlJaZ were not approv
ed ; orders to tke Bomwy G01Iernfitent 'WeTe : to 
take all1tS tltrectionB from the Presulency of 
Surat, to confine it8elf to tM enoourapement of , 
art8 and trade amlmg zts 8ettlerl, to "'!teM to 
the di,scipline of the recruits 81/UI, and alway8 
to place tM uland of Bombay in a Btate of 
defence, notwith8tanding tM pi /186'111 return of 
peace DItto, 328-29. 

104 Co\mml at Surnt to PreSI- After formmg an estlIDate of the charges at 
dent AungJer at Bombay, Bombay and consldermg the advance ill thll 
6th, 7th, 11th Aug. 1673. prices of goq and obstructions m 'Illi.e mar

kets dally increasmg by opposItIon from the 
Dutch, an mvestment for 1600lnstead of 4000 
tons would be all they thought would be 
collected j the stock of £90,000 from the 
Court was unequal to their. orders; besid\lB 
they had to meet dIIlly 4lharges l/,t Bombay j 
they thought httle would be left to make pUl'o 
cbadlell. Under these dlfficultles they referred 

I The Letter of 22nd Oct. 1672 IS IIvailable. 
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-7Itle a/ld Date. 

President Aunglerat Bom
bay to the Deputy PresI
dent and COlmCl! at 
Surst, 21st Aug 1673. 

the whole matter to Mr. AungI6r at Bomh.,y, 
and transnuttad to h1m ~n account of the 
Company's qUlCk stock up to August 1673 
Bruce,IL 3·;7-38.. 

Contammg Mr. 4cungier's answers to the abo'\"e 
letters of August 1673 from Surnt to IUli. 
DItto, 338-39. 

. ( 
Prealdent AungIer and J' 

Counrol at Bombay to 

Probability of an attack on Surat by Sllmtjl , 
Mr. Aungier tlunks of removmg the goods 
to Swally; allX.Ultxes both of the Presldency 
of Burnt and the Connell of Bombay, in
creased b}" the SldI'lI fleet blockIng up the 
n"V8r of KartmJ.l, and attamptmg to (:ut off 
prOVlSlOns from the wand of Bombay 
Ihtt~ 339-40. 

the PrEliUdcncy of Surst 
23rd Oct. 1673. f 

Surat ConaultatJ.on&, 25th t 
Oct. 1673. 

L 
Counml at Bombay to the 1 

PreSIdency of Surat, 3lai SIl.u's fleet retired; nntIve morchnnts wlth-
Oct. 1673. drew the asS18tance they h.l.d gIVen hun; 

Presldency of Surat to the the Surat PresidonCy were enabled to I'al8e 
Oourt, 14th, 18th Nov. r the Rs. 30,000 reqmred to place the garri-
1673. Bon of Bomba.y ill a state of defence agalDst 

Presidency of Surst to the any attack froln the Dutch under Van 
Council at Bombay, 22nd GoeIlll. Ditto, 341. 
29th Nov. 1673. ) 

Prestdent. Aungier's Rcpmt, f)e8I'rWi1ifj the slate of the funda af Surat ana. 
1673-74. tke ataie of the island of Bombay WIth 1mptove-

me"t8 made there and the /Wflf}!! n'pell8C8 
tncurred on that account DItto, 341-42 

Pf'l!Isidtmt Aungier and tAe About t4e funds necessary to preserve the 
Counc.l at B07JWa!J to the &mpany's de.-ul stock and the money reqUlr
Court, 15th beG. 1613. . ed for carrymg on the purchase and sales ff)r 

mvestInents, the causes of the wnnt of money 
and obstructIon to trade were SSld to be 
general wars m Inwa due to nv,lislup (If 
SJuvaJI and Aurungzeb and the declme of 
lessor States, and the ne£1J88a'!I a"d U<I(LIIOI<1-

able charg83 il1cUI/'ed in 8e£U1'tng Eom.bay 
whick when l]1aAie O'IJlJf'to the Compa~y was 
a desert isl«,id, but which ltad b~en m.ade a 
centmfor the.r traJa protected by strong/mti· 

Ae£ount of Bomboy, 15t" 
f)ec 1673, 

OOUllCil of Bonwoll to tilt 
()rm,rt, 19tJ~ Ja-n.1673·74 

_ficafwnB. DIttO,.dItto. 
Account of the uland of Bombay by Pr83l<le.!t 

.dungier and the CouncIl. DItto, 343-44. 
Stai8 of the trade and the garn UOA of Eomba,,_ 

StatUltwalAccount of Bomba}! 8pemj!ft1ifJ m 
distl'v:tg ani! ilWI8WM and fJ,mng al) Bet:ount 
0/ Us ~nha6itant3. DItto wtto. 

GeneralllJlletter from the In SpIte of tte difficultIes an mvestment worth 
,PreSIdency of SllIat to £104,000 was collected from tho PresIdency 

the Court, 12th Jan. of Surat. _Dltto, 342-43. 
1673-74. 

the CmUlcU at Bomba, Dutch fleet under Van Goens, arnvuI of fmlr 
to the Court, 16th, 2 larga Dutch ships laden WIth SpICes Court's 

PreSOllancy of. sum 9 AlM'lll of an attack on Bombay or Sur-dot by the 

Mar. 1673"",4,' 1st Apnl instructIOns were reqUIred as to 1I"h,~t conduct 
1674:- should be observed towards the European 

MlI.l'ltim'e allies Q1 eneJUles. DIttO, 343. 



Missing Papers] 

AND ISLAND. 481 

N,,. i 1\11. and llato.. SubJeot. ____ _ 

H 71! C'otn-t to the Bl'eilldcnt and Ordenng that the Governor should not enCOU1"
Conncil at Snmt, 5th age th~ settlemont of any Europeans on the 
M"I'. 1674-7:';. wand of Bombay but such as nught bo sent 

from England under COVeIlnnts lli~I~, II. 

I 
~H& 

118 PmSluent's mstructlOils to, Instructlons from the President and Councll as 
I Mr. H. Oxmden, 11th Bombay to Mr Henry Oxmdeu to negothlto 

May 1674. Wlth S\UVltjl R.tJa. Among other tlungs PCl
mlSSlOU was to be obtameu from ShlV!tll that 
the Company's Agents mIght mal,e mland 
purchases and sales partIcularly at the ports 
OPPOSite to Bombay, Ditto, 363· 365-

119 I Mr.HenlJ OXlUden's n"1"ra NarratIve of ills negotIatIOns With SluvltJlo 
I hvc, 13th May to 13th Ditto dttto. 

I 
June lb74. (Vol. XXXI 
N,). 28~9.) 

120 Presl(lent Aungler and the Sendmg l\P Henry Oxmden as envoy to Persll~ 
C, 'lmCll at llomb ... y to to reVlve the EnglISh mterests m that kmg
the Court, 20th Aug. dom. Ditto, 365-
1674. 

121 Deputy Prorudent anel, 
Cunncll at Surat (to Bom-
bay or the Oourt P), 12th 
Oct. 1674. 

122 Duputy PreSldent and 
Councll at burat to Bom

I oay, 4th Nov. 1674. 
123 G ~neral letter from the 

Government of Bombay 
to the Oourt, 12th Nov. 
1674. I J 

About trade and obstruction to It by Emu
peau competItlOD and midllu Will'S, and 
about extendmg trade by establIshIng a 
factory at llltJapUl" DItto, 366-67. 

to the Oourt, 20th Mar. DIfficulty of carrytng out proJects fUl' 
1674-75. extendlllg trade owmg to want of funus, 

124 General letter from the} 
Government of Bombay 

12;; General letters from the request to the Court npoited fe:) a larger 
PresIdency of Smat to stock DItfKJ, 3M-67. 
the Cuw-t, 9th, lith, Jan. 
1674-75, 2')th MJ.l'.1675. 

126 PreSIdent Aungler and the") For W<IJlt of money the enlal1Nl\lcnt 01 the 
Ounncll at Bombay to the l fortiJicatlOns postponed, a dangerous mub-
Deputy Presideut and ny m Captam IShaxton's c(llnpany detected 
Council at Surat, 2uth and pUDlshed, the Capwm brought to trial 
Aug. 167l. 23r<1 Oct. Of the three rlllgieaders, CorpOl'nl Fake 
1674. I was shot, the others p ... rdoneu TIllS W,18 

127 General I~ttcr from Surat the first oxamT\le of the Oompany ex,,?:clsmg 
to the Court, 16th Dec J martta! taw. DItto, 367-68-
1674-. 

128 PreSldent and Oouncll' at Improvement of the revenuos of the island of 
Bombay to the Court, Bombay by establtshlllg a mIDt, farmmg tIle 
] 8th Jan. 1674-75. diatoms, and mtroducmg excise dutiCS. 

DItto, 368-69 
129 Mr AllDgIer'S Rules and Rules and Regulstions framed by Mr: AUDgter 

HeguiatlODS, 20th Mar and IuS Oouncll for the Custom House at 
1675 (Vol XXXI. No. Bombay. one object of tills;lWaa, to apply one 
29:>9.) per oont to defray the charges of the fortlfica-

tIOna. Ditto, 369. 
1185-61 
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Oourt t.l the rl'e~irlent and Forming a more reguln.r g~em of ndnllllis!l'I\
CmillCll at 8m·at. 12th bon at Surnt!\.Dd Boml",y hy fi't.mg tho l':mk 
July 1675, 8th 1\[ar 1675- of thell' servn.nts on the prmc11'le nf SelllOllty. 
76 by oonnectmg ilIe Cn'1l "lid 1\lwtnry SerY1Ce 

President and COUUl'll at 
Surat to the Court, 10th, 
26thOl't.1675, 17th Nov 
1675, 6th Dec 1675,17th, 
26th JII1l 1675-76, 2nd 
Feb 1675-76. 

Pt C$wcnt Allng-te,'s R<porl 
to tlie Court, 1675-76. 

PreSIdent and COllllCll at 
Surat to the Govel'Dor 
IlJld Counc1l at Bombay, 
15~ 28th June 1675 

Governor and CQtlllc.tI at' 
Bombay to the PresitIent 
and Councll at Surat, 4th 
June 1675. 

Mr AtDlgier to the Depu
ty Governor and Cotmcll 
at Bombay, 28th Sept. 
1675 (Vol XXXI. No. 

III a partlcullU' way; fixmg the pay aCllordll1g 
to standlDg III the service Bruce, II 3j4 - 377 

Trade at Surnt depressetl nom the '''tl'S of 
SlU'I'lijl and the oppOSItIon of the Dutch 
Pr6Sltleut Aungier's rt'polt on th~ trade at 
Suratand ItsdcpcndenclOs Dlttv, 3&1- J8J. 

Regard."g the ~1'tl aHa ilflhfa"!1 adm",i"f"II/OrJ 
rtqu'~'ed for Bombay. He yIV~' to (lte ('o", t 
(m .1C(l("lIlt of the d,truent C1<','>C3 of tlte 
11111001t<1111.s of lite l~ltlilJ oj BUllilfty ; "/J>Jlks 
o.ilhe ('dmpan!f's great lh)ed Ie fYl/d, r /Jomb<'!1 
a.ft empO"l"tUnl of t)(td~; f'«om"I.~nds f1H'("'.$UJ"e.*C 

fot' tile enCWI!l(7ement (lJ the t1'!lde of a,e 
'ISland of B01nlx'!I I 111""'.9 rccom,lIell'/<&lIo". 
111. rolllwrtum u-itl. the m'IIIt~I'!I sel'I"'.e. 
Ditto, 384 - 386. 

RelatIve to the adnuI1lstratlOn al.l'l. traclu of 
BOl\llJaY. DItto dItto 

2958) 
DepUty GQ~~'Ilor. and 

Counell at BombllY \0 
the CourtJ 26th Nov 
"l67ii) 8th J,m. le75-76 J 

Court,t/o the PreSIdent tuld 1 
Couuc1l (If Surat, 28th 
June 1676, 25th Aug 
1676, 'ithMar.1676-77 

Kmg Charles to tlle V lee- In consequence of wars between Shm.ji aud 
roy ()f Goa, 10th Mar ',' the Moghru and obstructlOu to trodt', the 

"'1676-77.1 c> Court Ofder to reduce the numb .. r of theIr 
Repm'!;,!' of too Lords of [ servant,,~ at o..Tnal'olyand KItrw.tr, and to 

Trade on 1he petitIOn of empl(\y thG smallest number of l!oldl(.l'8 to 
the East India Company gun.rd houses of trnde; Bunt three slu ps 01 
relatIVe to Boml;tay, 23rd r 1480 ~nl\ 'Wlth stock worth £91,000, 
Feb. 1676-77. - orders to Bomhay that elm'gee be abndg-

~tters Paw.t granted to ed. Letters Pat~nt of 5th OLtob<ll' 16jti 
the East ~I).dm Oompany obt&i\led from the KIDg for es~bh..-lting . ' 

1 Thll Lett8l,' of 10th Ma~h 1676.7.1 is aV811able. 
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fOI establJshmg a mmt at I 
Bombay, 5th Oct 1676 

16i7 ) 
(Prmte,l CollectlOn of 

Cllirt<ll'S, page 108 ) 

Subject. 

a MUlt at . Bombay, forty ad,lttlOnru roo 
orwts sont for the g8.l'rlllon, Bruce, II 
3fH·393. (EIToneously prmted J 

HI Pnmdency of Surat to ~he ) AdwtlOnru CJnl and Military arrangemonts 
Court, 22nd ~ept 1616, I d t 1 f B b M G d 
77 18th F b 1676-17 I Gytford died Mr AUllgter recommends a I 
23nd !l.nd 23rd J!l.n 1676· _ It op e< or oul ay caSlS ray all 

, e d r Notary to keep a regJSter of prIvate trade 1121 DC~putY, GtXBove'b0r to~~ Trade of Surat l()wered by the deprecla-
,"nrtncll?~th Jom al~7(j'_ ~~e hOIl of bullion; Surat menaced by ShIvdJl. 

Von ,-'" all U II" D tto 400401 

I 19thMar 1676-7i 2 ) 1. • • 
f AWllllllStmtlve and dofenSlve measures for 

14;; I Cuurt to tJ,e PresIdency of I Bomhay Appomtment of a Judge for the 

I 
Sm •• t, 15th 111..1' 1<>77- Ul1ancf of BOJ.llbay; enoouragement to be 
78 ' glVen to wawond mel ch8.llts to settle at 

1 U C,>urt to the Deputy Gov- -{ Bombay, protootlOn to weavers; supply of 
: ernOI and Councll at I recrUIts to be sent, Wlthoqt spoclfymg wh&-

'i8 , soldiers to be promoted to small CIVll trusts. 

I 
tlombay, 15th M .. r. 1677· ther they were Germans or English, good 

l D,tto, 407. 
145 PresIdency of Sl11'at to the Death of Mr Atmgter (30th June 1617) 8.lld 

I 
Ccnut, Ib77-7S, Mar to succession of Mr Rolt to the PreSidency, 
31st Aug 1667 ~1677 ?), and of?tIr Henry Oxmden to the Deputy 

146 

Hi 

1 
31st Dec 1667 (1('77 P), GovernorshIp of Bombay DItto, 414·15. 

/ 

19th .T,m 1\)77-78, 6th 
Feb 1671-78, 15th Mar 
11>77-78, 3rd Apr 1678 

(M1 Her.I'1J O:CH,den'8 repO'Ii on. tlte state O'f 
Bombay, saymg, among othel thulfIs, that the 
wha/nt<kltts of the w!and of Bomb,,!! wele 
nu.me1'(fU,s and of tlte po", er classes; pl'08peet 

Deputy Gover,,,,r and C01tllr- of the 18k&nd beco1>U'''N a seat oft fwde IIIa8 

'AI of Bombay to tiM Cuunt, 1emute, rlYtH.me~cl<tl and pol,twal impm·t. 
15th Jail Ib77-78 (t''''" of Bomb<,y U'liS du;t(lnt, d\(ficuUw8 of 

Mr lfwl'y G", y, CIII<,71 /1/ "'11"'[1 .t beyO'll,J1 ,ts pl'esC/tJ 1U'~mlJ ,,", 
J".tlwoj BombftyJo the jlu.,.,,,e wele <I"tly IIIwreaslIl'l.Jb u&wde16 
('","i,Jall ""d Feb 1&17- and 1lfr G(wy !ecomm.end th,,6 a supply of 
; 8 I "t least 150 r""1wts .h(ll/ld be sent eVel'!! 

year; tiM fO'1't wo.s comploted, except the 

I ea.tel°n, b"".tum 'wlv..,.J~ w". beubfJ j"'''''hrd ; 
no dependence co"l,~ be I'/<WLd 0" the POI flu· 

( guese 01 the J,f,l!tm. Dltto, 416·17." 
14M I Court to the Pl"sl(lent and )"ProsHleney of Surat to be reduced to an Agen. 

t 
(J(}tln~ll of '>Ill"t, ;)th,9th I "y, trade to be decreased, e1'!mpmentB and 
Aug 1678, 2!lth F"b I stock to he !muted; oiliel' reductIOns 1Il seT' 
1(,71:1-79 ~ vants to be made, Clvll and Militaryeata-

14:1 I Court to the Deputy Gov- I blJshmentB at Bombay to be reduced. Dltt,,", 

j ernor of ]:lO)mbay, 28thl' 422· 424. 
:Fcb 1678-7(). ) 

1&' Lcttcl'o of 22",1 S"pt. !GiG and 24tb J.m. 1tJld 19th Mar. )676-77 lire available. 

Appe~~xII. 
Mr"l'<G 
l'APE-R., 
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[Appendix II. 

nOMDAY TOWN 

Subject. 

Presldenoy Ilf Slunt to the I Trade at Surat depressed by the 111\~guIIU" 
WlUS and the ruductlOll'of ra.llk I>tfhcuUy 

Court, 24t.h Sept 1678, f d tEo b .\. .. 
19th Oct 16~S, 7th Dec 0 b'a ell.. ru ay, ... '" weavers were 80 
1678, 21st Jan 1(l78-79, pOOl" that Without sOlUe It'lVU.nceB lIlanu-
17th F b 16~8-"9 5th { factUl'es oou~ not prOceed, tht! «uullulul 
A 16~9' ", I merchaJlts could not ~ ptJI'Stmded to ~ett)t! 

n pri ' G 1 at nombay; deaths 1\l\long tho 801.1101Y Cpu y u t ~ve1or t 0::.( were frequent and arnvah of reermts to 

C()~~C 21a t i'lll a1
Y
6"80_ "90 fill up -the vaoanCltlS wel'e few. Ill'Ul'o, II. 

Olu., s .. an " l 427-4.!9. 

Court to the Presulent and 1 Th C t -, ed '.' CouncIl of !>m'at, 14th 0 ·om ",arm at a new Cl.~'S of llltt'r-
Jul 1 '79 29th S t lopel's reSl;.lve to oontmue the reduco,l e~tl\-
16~ l~tl~'l\Iar 1 '"9~KO \ blIshruent at Surnt, sond short O'jlUpm"uts 

C m' th DO' G ? and stock for Surat aDd Bombay and ('OD-
<.It to e

d 
Ceputy 

.,TOV-
f

" tmuothelr ordCl'Sf"r retrenchments •• t Bom-
eBnlOrb an

19th 
,.~unclll(j'7°9 hay and for ll1crensmg thlll'\lVenUes Dltto, 

8~m ay, .ul\r. • -) 433 - 4J6. 

Pre~ldeDcy of SUl-at to the Court's orders for reducing expenditure nt 
Court, 18th Nov. 1679, SUl'lIt nnplactlCable; BOlllbay l"ml.ml.,"'l'ed 
24th .Tan 1679-80, 8th from ShlVllji and others havlJ1g OCCUPied 
Apr 1680. Henery and KEmery Isl.mds; .uthculty of 

executmg the COlm's ordors for rcducmg 
the MilitlU'J establIshment at Bombay. Ditto, 
441-443. 

Deputy Governor and Revellue callnot 11e improved: fortlucatlOnl 
CounCIl lit Bombay, to CMmot be dlscontmucd: the workmen w"lud 
the Presldoncy ¢ t'ur,lt leave the Island of B;nnbllY I\lld the cultlva
lind t"thOCl'Ul1, 7th,3lst bon of the land wOlud cease: Cuurt's orollJl'B 
Doc lu7!) for redut'lllgexpenwtnre were complied WIth, 

COlm to the Presillellcy of 
S'hrl\t,. It til Jul)lo 1680, 
'Ir,tl\ .4ug. 1680, 15th 
1\1al' 108\)-81, 22nd, 25tIl 
ApI'. 16811 

Comt to the Deputy Gov· 
ernor and COlmCll at 
BOlllbay, 15th Mar. 1680-
51. 

IlXcept allowances for table mOlley_ Ditto, 
441-444. 
Court's mstl'llCtio1l8 to 811rat on rutoUigmc<! 

of a large fleet fittlll!!, 1D the llIJt Ie fl'r the 
East Inmes EljUlpments (,f 1500 tOilS 

~luoee sJups) WIth stock wm-tJ, £155,000 for 
:Sumt and Its DependoDcl(\.q Dlalllond 
purchases not to be reg,l.I'<icu as l'rnate 
trade, but!!S a branch of tho Imestment. 
pepller, tUrlllllrlC, to be kept 111 btOI't) In 
tlIct event of (he Pt'\lsld"nt e.'nllllg to 
Europe, l\Ir Cluld was to su('ccOO Jum: but 
as agent only DIrected not to omp10y 
force to expel ShmtJl IlJld the Sub from 
Henery and Kencry Islands The Deputy 
GOvenIor of Bombay censured for Dot 
CaillIlg '\P0n the Company's slups to IISSlst 

I em pro' ~ntmg the onlllllY takmg p<lSS(>s.~i"n 
of these Islands, mstructlOllS given for 
futme ; Captam Keigwin and SOVl'uty sol

I dlera Ill'Ut as remfOl'CClUent for Bombay 
L Dltto, Uti- 448. 

Court to tile P,resident and Regnrdmg the prevention of an incl'('lIse in the 
COUllCll of Surnt, 18th C\lst~lllS dutil'S IlY oifcrll1g a pi e<cnt to the 
Oct 1680. hIogha.l G<.lVel·Dor at 8urnt Ditto, 4;)(0. 

J TIt" Lettel' of :?2nd Apnl16S1 i:' s,"tul"ble. 
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TltlelUldPa". SubJoct. 

PresIdency of.Snmt to t},e T,Me and rovenuo of rumbay impIQving 
Court, 24th Jan 1680-S1, Bru<!e, II. 457-58. 
11th Apr 1681. 

Deputy (}Qvernor "'lid PromISlllg the survey of the Island of Bomlll1Y. 
Council at Bumbay to the Bom. ioec. Pub. Dep. Court's Letters, Vol. I. 
Court, 3ld lIee 1681_ of 1681 -1685,29 , 

Court to the Pres,dency of To conduct the enlarged trade Mr J uhn Chud 
Surat,lOth Feb 1081-82, was appomted P,cs,dont at SUlat WIth Olght 
6th Apt 1682 members of CouncIl, one of whom was to be 

Deputy Governor oiBombay ; lllstructlOllS to 
promote the sale of Engllhh manuf.wtUl·es. 
Bruce, II. 460-61. 

Court to the Deputy G ov- Orders for hnutlllg the CiVIl and Mlhtn;ry 
ernor and OOimeil Itt BOIll- chatges of Bombay to a fixed sum. C.tptam 
b.,y. 31st Jan 16tl1-82. Kmgwm appomtlJd LIeutenant DItto, 461. 

PreSIdency of :;urat to the EllIblUTassed sc..te of Bombay, admunstratton 
Court, 231d Jan 1681-82 of Bombay chffioult for want of a chrect com

mUnIdtlOD from the Deputy Governor and 
CounCIl, from occupatlOD of the Henery aud 
Konery ISlands by SluVRJI and the Mogl",l, 
from obstructlOns to trade by the Portuguese, 
and from SambhltJl followmg up the plans of 
ShlVltJI DItto, 472-73. 

DdPuty Governor and Rep()'l1; on the state of the Is!aru:/ of BOlllhc!y 
Council of Bombay to gall/hllaJ" oontmued on i{,ene'l'Y I.ulnd, o.nd had 
the Cumot, 22nd 8ept ten or twelvo arnled gahv"ts whIoh mter-
1682, 8th J an"lli82-83 rupted the trade B~)mbay Island was hept in 

C"urt to t.he PreSIdency of 1 
Surat, 31st May 1683, 
20th July 1683, 14th 
Ang 16133,6th I';opt 1683, ' 
Ibth Nov. 1 6~3, 12th 
Dec 1683, ,th Apr 
16~4, 1 

Letters Patent grnntmg 
the COllll'''''y authorltj 
to exercise Adtiuralty 
J UrIschctIon &c , 9tn Allg 
If>83 
(Pnnted CollectIOn of 
Charters, page 116 ) 

COllIDllSSlOU from the KID 
to Dr. St John to be 
J udgo of the Admiralty 1 
Court ill Inilia, 6th Feb t 

C~:~:lOD flOm the Enstl~ 
IuchaCOlnpanyto Dr. St I 
J olm, 7th Apr 1684 

Letters, Papers, C0llllll18-
swns, and Illj!truotIons 

a state of constant .ilann AId and lUstI ne
tlpns from the Court were ro'lUlred. DItto, 
488- 4901 

Court authmztl by Charter from the KlIlg 
to eruct Courts of JndICatm'e and c.t.thhsh 
Achmralty J tIrl\l(h~tlOn III Intll", The 
olj,ject was to en,tblo thellJ~to s,,1/.0 and 
condemD the slups of the Intellopers, the 
Premdont was appomted Judgo Auvocate 
A Judge of the Adnllrnlty, for Bombay, was 
appomted by the Kmg The COUli was 
to be heM at Bombay and was to consist of 
the Judge and two merchants." DItto, 
496-1lf. 

.. 
I Got the May July November and ApIiI Letters. 
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No 

(A.ppendixII. 

BOMBAY TOWN 

TItle and Date. 

from the Presidency of I 
Surat, relR-bve to :the 
island of Bombay, 
Report of ComnussIOnors; 
30th Nov. 1683, 29th, Otl.ptam Kelgw;{n seIzes the Deputy Governor, 
30th Dec 1683, ht, 5th, I MI', Ward, of"Bombay and takes possesslOn 
6th, 7th, 10th, 14th, 30th of the ISland of Bombay In the name of 
Jan. 1683-84 I the King MeMures of CaptaIn KeJgwlIl 

170 Account of the Revolt at >- on assummg the Government of Bombay, 
l.lombaYI Jan Feb. }Iar 1 Measures of PresIdent Child on recellpng 
16&3-84. mtelhgence about the revolt at Bombay 

171 Address from the Revol- Recovery of Bombay unpeded by Inter-
tors, and CaptaIn KeIg- I lopers. Biluce, II. 512 - 1i17. 
wm's lettel1B to ilis 
MaJesty and to HIs I 
Royal HIgbness the Duke 
of 1: ork, .28th Jan 1683-
84, 23rd Feb 1683-84 

172 Correspondence between I 
PresIdent ChUd and the 

~ Revolters, Feb. 1683-84 
(IndIan RegIster Office) J 

173 Court to the PresIdency of Court's plans to check Interlopers and lessen 
Surat, 18th Apr 1684, the charges of Bombay CommerOlal rnstruc-
2nd July 1684,1 tIOns fOl Bombay, that one-half of thell' fleet 

should take In the mvestment at Borubay. 
DItto, 522-23 

174 ('Ol,/,It to (Bombay M' 8u- Gwmg autlwr~t.11 to be,pli the work ofdrfl",/"q 
rat f), Feb 1684 ihe swamps at Bomba'it fOI l1,hu11 P1opo8o.ls 

were sent ~n 1675, and setJeral 8W"Deys wm e 
made 8Mce that ploposal. Anderson's Eng
lish III Western India (1854), 61-3 

175 Report from the Secret Secret Comnuttee's Report on the revolt at 
Commlttee of the East Bombay. KIng'. ordel to delIver the Island 
IndIa Company to King of Bombay to the Company COmmI8810n 

, Charles II., 15th Aug from the King for talong posseSSIOn of the 
1684 . LSland of Bombay Bruce, II 523·521). 

176 Order under .the fI':tgl ~ 
Manual to Captalll KeIg- I 
Wlll, 2~d Aug 168i!. I' 177 C!!mnusslOn from the Kmg 
to the" "PresIdent and 
Council of Surat and 
Bombay, 25th Aug. 16B4 l Measures for recovermg the IsL1Jld of Bombay 

178 InstructlOl'lB from the from the Revolters anll gl vmg It over to 
l'ecret CommIttee of the the East IndIa Company; transfer of the 
East IndIa Company t~ seat of Government frOID Snrat to Borubay. 
the CommIsBloners, 25tJi I DIttO, 52!?- 528. 
Aug. 16e4. " 

179 Secret Committee to the , 
ePresIdency of Surat, 26th I 

." \Iept H18!!' 
180 ComnllBBIon to Captam Tyr- I 

reI of HIS 1I!fa1esty's ShIP 
Phll'mx, 23rd Oct. 1684 ) 

l The July Letter 18 a'VaUablu. 
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No TItle and D&te. Subject. 

, 
181 Court to the PresIdency of Commcl'C1nl InStructions to ~'IU'at Eqmpmont 

8u1'at, 3rd.. 15th, 24th and stock cOllSlderable B:t~lCe, II. 528 29. 
Oct 1684,2bth Nov 1684. 
7th In.n 163,1-851 

182 

183 

18.J, 

PreSIdency of Surnt to tho 
Court, 10th, loth, 20th 
ApruI68.J, 1st May 1684 

Presl< lency of Surat to the 
Sec, et Conmuttee, 26th 
Sept. 1684 

Cnptam Kelgwm's letter" 
to the Kmg, 15th bept. 
1684. 

I ConnectIOn between the Revolters "t BomhaY' 
and the Interlopet'S' at Sllmt. Capt.un 
KeJgwm selllIs an Agent to SambhltJI It' 
negotIate a trel\ty for free hnda With Ius 
donuruons Captain Kelgwm montIOns 
trus servIce of rus to the Kmg and reports 
that the ISland of Bombay 18 snpported by 
Its own revenues PleSldent Chud a.nd Ius 
Council exerted. to preparo un mV(lstmont of 
Sm'at goods, pepper, amI mdlgo. A }I',wtory 

l estabhshed at 'l'ellicherry Ditto; 536-37 
185 General letter from the Dr St John anwes at Swat lIB Judge Advocato 

PresIdency of Surnt to the undor the Kmg's CommISSIon. Dltto, 538 
Court, 26th Sept 1684. 

the PH1JY Gaunnl, Swat 
20th S"11t 168-'1 

186 D,·. 8t John, Judge at t 
81/4 at, to H .. illaJe.ty and 

187 PI' St John's OjJkwlrepOlt DI. St JoI.n's tep(YI't on t"o nate of tha 
on the revolt at Bombay Oompany's "ffa.lS, and the parium/a. CaltsrS 

,s",aI23rd Sept. 1684 of the '"'JOlt at lJo'lllb<lY, ad&'c.sed to the 
(East indIa Papers m the J Kmg and C'OUIIC,Z. Dltto,538-39. 

State Paper Office, Nos 
272,273) -

188 Letters and Papers from ) 
the PreSIdency of Surat I 
to the Company telatlve f 
to Bombay; and SIr 
ThoDlM Grlmtham'a 
letters on the same Bub 
loot, 23r<1, 30th Oct. 1684, 
3rd' 12th, 2:lth Nov 
1684,8th, 9th Dec. 1684, 
6th, 13th Jan. 1684-85. ~ 

189 Ongmal letter from SIr I 
Thomas Grantham to His r 
Majesty, notlfy~ hIS 
arrIval m England with 
Captam Kelgwm as pn-
soner, 24th Jnly 1685. 

(East Inma Papers m the 
State Paper Office, Part 
n. No. 20) 

190 PreSIdent and COUllcil of 
Surnt to tho Court, 31st 
Jan. 1684-8.5, 16th,23rd 
Feb. 1684-85. 

191 Deputy Governor of Bom-' 
bay to the Court, 5th Feb I 
1684-85. 

Surrender (19th November 1684) of the island 
of Bombay to 811' a'homaa Gnmtham and 
redehveryollo tf,e PresIdency of Sll.rat. Tho 
new Deputy Uovernor Mr Zmzan rahfies 
the pardon, tw~ companIes pf Idfalltry at 
BQUlbay fonned. mto three. .\"htto, '840.542. 

192 Dr. St. John to His I 
MaJosty and to the Duke }oAbie measute,s of l'reSIdQ1lt 9hi1d to prQcure 

1 The 3rd Oct, 26th Nov., and 7th Jan. Lettel'll\l'e .Vllliabl:o. 

Appendix J: 
JllhHINIJ 
I'APEn~. 
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197 
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[AppendlX II. 

nOMBAY TOWN 

of York in favour OfJ 
SIr Thorn"" Grantham, 
Bombay, 27th Jan, and 
6th Feb 1684-85. 

(East Indu. P.tpers m tIle 
State Paper Office, Nos. 
274, 275) 

Subject 

an mvestment. Unsettled state of Bombay. 
Thrrteen SlllpS With large cru.go of pepper 
worth Rs. 4,35,700 were sent Bruce, II 543. 

bay,28th Oct. 1685, 231'd Boot of Go~ernment O'Iamed to be tmllsfflnd 
Dec. 1685, 26th Mar. flom Stili at to Bombay; lcwye leinf01'Ceme"t 

OOltl t to the Prestdent and f 
Council at SlIrat or Bom-

1686 of two hundlea Engl?,;!h 80ldwrs to be Sent for 
Commission to $1' John Bombay; 'Oolllpany's atm'e to be kept In the 
Olt~ld, BmY;, and B~I Castle, ord.ns for tho Int<Jmal adnmt1.o,tra-
John Wyborne, 3rd Feb. I tion oj Bombay. D1ttO, 553 -655. 
1684-85. ) 

Court to the General or Commercial Instructions for Surat, Bombay, 
President and CounCIl Itt and PerMa. Ditto, 655. 
Surat, 6th May 1685, 13th 
May 1685. 

PreSident and Council of 
Surat and the Deputy 
Governor and CouncIl at 
Bombay to the Court, 
21st, 28th, 30th Apr. 
1685,9th May 1685, 27th 
Oct. 1685, 27th Jan. 
1685-86. 

Address of the E'r4!SIdent 
and CouncIl of Surnt to 
HlS Majesty, 27th Jan, 
1685-86. 

Dr. St. John to Sir Leolme 
J eDkins, Secretary of 
State, 10th May 1685. 

(East Incha Papers in the 
StatEl})aper O~, Part 

Bombay not recovered from the effects of the 
revolt; measures in progress for Improve
ment ; the forttficatlOns n'qurre r01'311'8 and 
adchtlOns; the ga,pison nee,h recrl11ts 
DlSputes between Dr. St. John and 811' 
John Child, owmg to the appointment of 

_Mr Vlfux to be Judge for enll ll.I-ilOns, 
maritime cases ouly gomg to Dr St John, 
who consequently took part WIth some of 
the mterlopers. Ditto. 664-66. 

II. No. 18.) 
Council's order and Proc1a- Order of CouncIl with' annexed copy of pro-

mation 11th July 1686. clamation for tecallmg all Enghsh subjects 
(B,st In~a Papers fn the in the service of the NatIve powers In llUlta 

State P'a~er Office, Part to retl\rn to Bornbiiy or to Madras WltJllU 
II. No. 21). six months from the publi~tion of the pro

clamatIOn. DItto, 569. 
Court to the PreSIdent and 1 

CouncIl at Surat or Born
bat', 24th Apr. 1686, 10th 
May 1686, 14th, 28tJJ DuJ;ch Bata~ example to be followed at Surat 
July 16&6, .,25th Aug. l or Bombay. Mr.Ohild appointed Director 
1686, Srd Sept. 1686, 15th, General of all settle\llents m Indm. Rem-
<22nd Oct. 1686 (Secret), forcements of troops sent to Indm. Com-
6th Dec. 1686, Brd Feb'j merc18l 01Qlers toSurat to promote the sale 
and 23rd Mar. 1686-87. of Enghsh cloths and to lDClease the Imports 

S11' Jofm ChIld"s COIDIlllS- of sIlk from Persia. Ditto, 570. 
Mon to be General Presi
dent and DJlllctor of all 
PreSIdencies and Forts iD 
InWa, 22nd Oct. 11l86. 



Missing Papers.] 

AND ISLAND. 489 

~1 ___ Ti_t1._IW_d_D_~_te_. __ _ 

202 

203 

204 

205 

200 

207 

208 

Letters from the PreSl
doncy of Sumt (to ..... Pl, 
3rd July }086, :-11"<1 Oct. 
1('86, 10th Fob' 1686-87 
(Secret). 

Secret Conuruttee's letters, 
1l>80-87. 

General letter from the 
Presidency of I:'urat to 
the Court, 10lh Feb. 
1680-87 

Court to the Prcsldent of 
8urnt and Governor and 
Councll at Bombay, 13th 
May 1687, 6th, 8th June 
1687, 3rd, 8th August 
1687 (Secret), 28th Sep
tember 1687. 7th Jan. 
1687-88. ) 

Cot.tI t to tho General and 
C0UittC1lof Bomhay, 11th 
At» ,11688, 1st Jlay 1688, 
26th, July 1688, 27th Attg. 
1688, 27th Scp. 1688, 
8th Od 1688, 5th Dec. 
I IJ88,11th Jan. 1688-89, 
14th Jan. 1688-89, 15th 
Feb. 1688-89, 22nd Flb. 
1688-89, 19th Mar. 168B-
8U. 

General and CouuClI at 
Bombay to tho Court, 
5th Dec. 1688, ] 8th 
Feb. 1688-89, 7th June I 
and 16th Dec. 1689, 25th 
Feb. 1689-90, 22nd June 
16()0 

:Mr. HarrlS, at 8urat to 
tho Court, 27th Feb. 
1()89-90, 28th Aprrl.rl690, 

£ith May 1090 
:a 1185-62 

SubJect. 

Able measures of 81'l' John Cluld m the interests 
of the Company. He thought of aVOldmg 
hostilities with the Moghal, of employmg tho 
force, when an'lVoo, to attempt the conquest 
of 8,,)sette, anel of cultlvatlllg fJ.'lendslup wlth 
~ambMjl. Bruce, II 576-77. 

Letters of the Secret Commlttee brought by the 
Slup Wooceste,· tu 1:51'l' John Oluld, dlSclosmg 
the whole of the Court's mtentlOus and the 
objects of the Kmg and of the Oourt m sendmg 
the armanJent. 1:'1'l' John )Vyborne's an'lVal 
and hlS bemg put in possesslOn of Bombay as 
Deputy Governor. Dltto dlttO. 

RecOlwnendmg the trade wlth Ohma to be under 
the ~agement of Fort bt. George. Dltto,57!l. 

Court deternune to constltute Bombay a. Regen
cy m nrutatlon of the Dutch at Bd.tavm. 
bll' John Cluld appomted Governor General 
Wlth control over all Settlements and Fac
torles. Court's orders to com money at Bom
bay, and for all country slups to take passes 
from the Government at Bombay and pay 
a duty of rupee. one per ton. Commer
clalorders for l:iurat and Bombay_ Ditto, 584-
~88. 

OOUlt 4le?e1'1n~"e to make Bombay tlu; chwf scat 
of t.ade and power, and l6flw:e Swat to an 
Agency CVUlt t1pp>ove of the Plov~(mal 
CO'IIJVentwn WIth the Noghal G01Jern<n of Stlrat 
Fort!fic<ttw'118 of Bomhay to be strengthened, 
and dutie8 to be lamed to defray the eha! ges 
Comme"ct«l inw.'UCt'''nB for tcnJe!illfl Bombay 
the Ge/1Rlar''DeplJt of the Oompany's goods. 8w 
John Chud and h18 CoulWtl'l"l'de1ed to , es.de, 
at Bombay, Oon-,pany'8 Age'll,t a';,,4 FactO'lR 
bemg leept at SUlat for COIn"",xtal .nte/ cOWI'se. 
ShipS for EWI'ope were on !"'PUlI'S to clear ()'It,/; 
f"01n the Port of Bombay and not from 8wrat. 
TIle OO'/.l1t ord<Jl' the G01Jerno'I' of Bombay tlU!t 
if he has made peace with tile M o!lltal, he 8hould 
endea'1lO'/.w to take p08seS.Wn of B<lIBcJ,te. DItto, 
611- 6,~8, 62A - 627. 

(,'Jourt's order to occupy g"lsette nnpracticable, 
and the dehvery of the1'l' lette; to the 
Moghalmexpeilient. Bombay acts on tho 
defenSive; ilid not attack the Slili's 1Itlet ; 
hi. fleet made several> descenw on the Island 
of Bombay, m wluch they were repulsed by 
the English troops DesertlOu prevailod 
among the EIlghsll 'hoops. Death of Slr 
John ChIld and successlOn of Mr. HarrIS. 
Auraugzeb's plllrman to the Company. 'rhe 
S,llu'a Heet aud IIrn'I Invade Bumb!lY !lnd 
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209 I S11' John Child to the 
Moghal, ]'eb. 1688-89. 

take possessIOn of Mfihim, Mltzgaon, 810n ; 
the Governor and the gaITIson welO bcslOged 

l
in the town and the O,\stle. In the mlust 
of these even\s, Court's rocommendatlOns 
to improve the revenues of the Island of 
Bombay could not be carrled out Tho 
revenues and trade of Bombay were depres
sed. r Bruce, II. 644. 

210 General and CounCIl to the 
Deputy Govemor of 
Bombay, 7th June 1689, 
26th Dec 1689, 221ld 
June 1690. 

Difficulties conneoted WIth the withdrawal of 
the SIdJ.sfrom Bombay. DItto, 665· 667. 

211 

212 

213 

'<f214 

2]5 

216 

Court to the PreSIdency of 
Bombay, 31st Jan. 1689· 
90 

Court to the Prellldency of 
Bombay, 1st, 18th May 
1689, 11th Sop. 1689, 
14t~ Mar. 1689-90. 

(Oommons' Journallll) Vol. 
10, pages 345-347) 

[

When the accounts reached England of Born. 
bay having been blockaded by tho SldI's 
fleet, and that Fort St George was threaten
e<! WIth a sIege, the mterlopers took advan-
tage of the tImes to attempt to carry out 
the11' WIShes of becomIng themijolves a now 

j 
Company on the separate Jomt Stock; tho 
present mISfortunes were ascribed by thorn t.) 
tIle' MISconduct' of the Court of D11'ectors. 
The Houso of Commons resolved, on tho 
applicatlOn of the mterlopers, to h,we a now 
Oompany and a new J omt Stock and to 
establISh it by an ~ of Parlmment. Com
mercIal and other mstrl1ctlOns from tho 
Oourt to Bombay to rMse the revonue, wIth 

011. vIew to establIsh Independent Power m 
India; to render the Port of Bombav of 
commercIal consequence to the Europeans 
and Naiaves j to complete the dry-Dock and 
enlarge the harbour. Ditto, 73 -83. 

_ and Burat. Appomtment of Mr HarrIS to 
Court to"the Presi~()ncy"of. succeed Bir John Ohud as Govemor MIU 

{

court.s commercw.l mstructlOns to Bombay 

Bombay, 3rd Oct. 1690 of Mr. Vaux to be Deputy Governor of 
CouM, to J;he PreSlde cy of Bombay' ft>rtmcatlOns of Bombay to be 

Sur,\t, 18th Feb. 16~0-91. improvea'; a rel1l.for~ement of 150 B~l(hers 
sent to BOJllbay. DItto, 86 -89. 

Presluency of Surat and Mr Vaux and Mr. Cooke having dleu Mr. 
the Governor of Bombay, Weldon was appomted Deputy Governor of 
to the Court, and corre· Bombay. Mr. Weldun's repo1-t un Me state and 
spondence between Surat affuM8 at Bombay and the meaBureB required to 
ItnQ Bombay, 30th Jun~ p7,acc it in a respectable 8tate oj defdnce. The 
1690, 30th Dec. 1690, JetJuits' lan't! at Bombay 8eized for hailing 
15th J~. 'j.690-9l, Oth, aS8J;8ted the·Sidi in his inllasion at nombny. 
9.5th Feb. 1690-91. The Moghal agrees to pay the English 

From the East India bom~ 
pany"to the '"Portuguese 
Envoy, 18th 'Mar. 1691-
92. 

(E,1.St Indl~ Papers in the 
State Paper Office, Part 
II. No. 22) 

Rs. 80,000 as a cotnpensatlOn for the guods 
plundered dunng the war. Ditto, 93 ·90. 

}

Answer of the El\lIt India Company to the 
MemOrIal of the Portuguese Envoy 
relatIve, to the military sorvICes of tho 
Portuguese inhabitants of tho wand of 
Bombay. Di~o. 105. 
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~17 Court to the Preqldency of Measures for mcrea:nng the Military Estab!llJh~ 
Bombay and Surat, 13th ment at Bomhay. Bom1Jay ngiUn made tho 
May 169t, 25th Sep. chief seat of Governruen1; lIIr. HalTls con-
1691, 29th Fob. 1691-9.:l firmed 80S' Governor on £JOO.l yem to Cl\ITy 

out the measures for fortilYlllg Bombay 
Court approve of the seizure of JeSUIts' Innd •. 
Increase of I'OVCllUO deemed necessary EqUIp
ment. of tlll~ season conSlskd of ovo 11>'1;0 
SlllP~, two or tInea of them he111:': fcol' Bomb.ty 
Rs 40 were to he pllJ.d for the Comp.wy'. 
passes Bruce, III. 103 ·107 

( !'reSldent HarriS and Council Il'ported to be 
18 PreSIdent and Council at I takmg etlectual meaS\ll'Cs to BQlZe on and to 

Surat to tho Court, 19th prevent the appearance of yeasels of nlter-
June It>lll lopers Bombay defenceless from the re-

19 Dl'puty Governor and ~ duced state of the gUllson Cornmorcml 
Cuuncll of Bombay to the l ilistrtlss of the Pmsldcncy Disputes bo-
Court, 27th Oct. 1691, tween the Deputy GoYernor,CouncIl,and tho 
28th J.ln. 1 G91-9 2 Gov,$rnor about precedency anu bomg attend

ed Wlth enSIgns oLiligmty Dltto,117_ 
20 Court to the Presldont llI1d ommercIal mstrnctlOns for the seas<.Il 1692-93 

Council of Bombay and Orders to sUBpend the Deputy Governor 
SUl'J.t, 1st April 1092. Nr Vnux of Bombay, ordels te> th" Sluat 

PreSIJent not to leave Surat to go to Bombay 
until further orders. Ditto, 123. 

n Pre311iency of Sumt to the Repres()utmg the CIroumstances of Bombay and 
Court, 11th J"n. and 11th illtuuntmg the prevention of the reVlv,ll of 
Feb. 1692-93. Courts of Arlmn-a.lty and JudIcaturo at Bom

bay by the dofenClelesa state of the Bumbay 
gamson_ Ditto, 128. 

!2 Lett<lrs Patent, 7tll Oct }"'" 1693 • l,ew C'lartor granted to the East IndIa Com 
(Prmted Collection of pllI1y by evv illmm III. and Mary DItto 

Charters, page 141 ) 133. 
!3 Lettel'll Pat"nt, 11th Nov. ~ 

HHlJ 
(Pnnted CollectIOn of Renewal of the Charter Ditto, 135 

Charters, page 152 ) 

l4 Letters Patent, 28th S\lP } 
1694. 

(Pnnted Collectwn of A PIOVlSO adLled to tho Chart",· !?rtto, 15S 
Charters, page 169 ) 

!5 Court to the Presidency of &1' John Goldesborough appointed Generalm 
Surnt and the Lleu- IndIa, llI1d Sir Jolm Ga,Yel LIeutonant-Gene
ten=t General ami Go- ral and Governor of Bombay. l\lilitary ill
VE'rnor of Bombay, lst, atrnctlOns for Bombay The Governor W!18 

2-11h May 1693, 27th ordered notdtocomply With the tlortuguese 
Oct. 16\13, 3rd Jan. 1693- damant! for customs at 'l'M3a and Kaum]a;. 
9~ t IlJ.ld - to, keep UIl the ga')ol'lson to two com-

patuos of European mfnntry, for wJJmh 120 
recrwts were to be sent on the s1ups of tho 
season; and to see that the ItllXlllary N,i£ive 
soldIers were as many.f thom""f tho slime 
caste as he could engagtl. Ditto, 140. 

I Ll-ttelS of 27th Ol-t. nnll 3cd Jan. IIrc avml~"i 
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J27 

231 

2.J3 

23~ 

TItle a.nd DaLe. 

BOMBAY TOWN 

I 1----
Su ,John Chlyer'b lllstruC-' Probably COtut's mstr<lctlons to hIm Bruce, 

tlOn', 26th hLty 1693 I III 140 
Oourt tu tlw G'>lwml, Pre-! plan fnr the correspondence" I th the Court and 

Sltknt and Uuuncll atl apllolntnlent 0f a Secret Commlttt e for q}up
Bmuhay and Sural', 6th plng all oIder~ bont to Inrlut ')houhl llc Slh'Jlf.!t1 
~lulle HW4, 6th MJ.Jch by tht;! Governor, Deputy Go"\(rnnr, .mu 
Ib\J4-9J_ t" ~hL DIl ectors Commercl,,1 oruer. for 

I 
SlUdJ and Bonlbay fe·r the season C'Jllrt's 
anxIety to m~Gt the pubhc "lhhes fOl mctc"s! mg the export of Bllbeh woollens DItto, 

I 16U. 
S" J"I,n (;'''1'','' "po'l,' 0., He slate of affairs rt.! BOI),bay. Be ani.",! 

/I)"H" I ot Bombay on t/,e 17th Jfay lUg", llO jonna 

I tlU] C(J tnlJany''l Government aj~d tl ade In a 
'tntse,ywle cond~twn, the 1eVe)(lW harl jtzllellJ 

1 

f,0m W!,50u to 17,000 Xerapk"", and the 
pfwc1.pr},l ;;ource Of 1,t the cO("Of1.n!~t tH:.es 1Jom 
be>ng tvtaliy negkclea had Vlelderl a 'nail 
~)Im, old'll, the garnson '/l)aJ; 'Weak, GiLllf one 

I /""uircd English Dutch and }I', each Bold,ers. 
I Bt, Joltn Gayer determtned to ",ule JJarn/;ay 
I the centrt oj the Engl,.I, tH,de 011 th8 west of 
, iI,d,a DItto, 16 ~ I ( "1/ Bornba~ a1l(/ 8,,, at commele!,,! Proceedmg. 

Uencul ami C'''lUCll atll title> ed by iI,e 'I1agml "de "f ,;,01 and the 
Umllhay to thL Court'l J(,(jltt r:f stack UVlil,/?I-Wy'S CIGtlu l'JZl./ered 
:l,d Oct 1GIH, 11th, loth /)1 the wndu,t of j~b WI"te ti,e "lteriopel, 
F, h. Ib()~-f)5 I Grwt debts I11UZ If( ,t of slocl. (",'StJ drffi-

I'Tt'slt!cnt .lnd CUilllCll a<~ C1!it,", inste,' -r. af ree6tv"w _'~'I' lli},h, of 
I Sur.,t to tho C,'urt, 15th: I "'l'eesfrom Bomba", lite Sur"t fiestdeney 

Nm !69 .. ,8th Dec 1&941 're<:e"'e <m(1f tlnce a,~i a !1'Ilf ("r) Whs. 
2'he Company' 8 cle7,t at Surut a'J1mmts to :20 

l l6khll of rupee, DItto, 167 

Court to the General at

l 
Commerc",l urders for 8nl'"t and Bombay. the 

Bombay and the Presl- Bowb"y fortincatlOlls to be strengthened, 
rlene andOonnc' \ at SUrdt, • an Engmeer sent to dIrect thIS servlCe, " 
13th Sept 1695,18th De,) remf()rc~ment of 70 solchel's sent under a 
11:.95 LIeutenant DItto, 183. 

r 

General and CounCIl ati 1 
n"mbay to the Cuurt; 
2~th lI-I..y lW;:', 5th J1lne, I 
.1j~,), 3rd, 2~th Doc I I 
1695, '1rd Feb 1695-96,; 
18th ,har [6<)5-96 I 

General and COUllCl! at, I 
Bombay to the Prp,,
,'ency of ~urat, 30thl 
Sert. 1 <'95. 29th Oct I 
IG95, 8th; 19th :Nov, 
1695 : 

S" John Ga;'er to the MoJ 
ghal, 16th Nov 1 bfJ5 I ~ 

In eonherj1lPnCe ('f an alarm vf Ram R"la'. 
troOps, the Dutch ano French forimed 
theIr f'ICtm<cs, and S,r John Gayer I!eIlt 
twenty topasses WIth arms and ammnIlltlO~ < 

from Bombay" tor the defence of the 
factory at Snrat Surat Pre"dent propOl!efl 
that the prInCipal Ill"{SaZlne on the west 01 
IndIa SllOUld he at Bombay under the I 
prot{)ctwn of the Castle and It. gaITlOOn. 
TI'e Moghal Go,amor at Smat seIzes the I 
Company's factory 011 a largo mterlopmg 
shIp becommg a p,rate and capturmg vessels 
convcymg Mahomedan pIIgl'lms Enghsh 
tr<ldo di Snrat at" stand SIr Jolm Gayer 
otlers to be respc'nblblc for the sniety of 
the pIlgrims betweon Sumt and Mokha 
He Ie "Iatln~d for the safet~ of Bombay 
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No 

ll35 

236 

237 
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'Tible and D •• 

President and OounCIl of I 
Surat to the.oOourt, 29th 
April l6[)5, 13th May 
16[)5, 10th April 1695-96 1 

PresIdency of Burst to the 
General and OounCll of 
Bombay, 11th Sept 
1695, 12th, 25th, 30th 
Oct. 1695, 12th, 30th 
Nov. 1695, 2!md Dec. 
1695. I 

President of Surat to the I 
lVIoghal, Jan. 1695-96. 

l 

itself, owing to the harsh treatment of pas
sengers in the Moghal'a- ship having ex
asperated the InhabItants as well as the 
Moghal, and owmg to Bombay Island 
not bemg m a sItuatIon to make a proper 
defence, the gamson bemg reduced to Ii 0 
Europeans, and even this small force bein'S 
sickly_ A Valal Issa Oooly, is sent WIth 'it 
present to the M oghal to vmdIcate the Oom
pany and to SohClt a phlTman. MIlItary 
establlshment at Bombay from the low state 
of the revenue to be farther reduced; 
the outforte also reduced to five Mahlm, 
Sron, Slwri, Mazgaon, and Warh; a battery 
on each SIde of Malabar Hill is proposed to 
be erected. Bruoe, III. 174-196. 

238 Oourt to t,he Genoral and Approviii:g Sir John Gayer's measures for 
I Oouncll at Bombay, 4th the release of President Annesley and his 

Thby 1696, 1st, 17th July Oouncll at Surat; ordermg Bombay to be 
1696, 7th, 27th Aug. made the prmcipal magazIne of tho Company's 
1696. treasure and stores. Informmg Slf John 

239 

240 

General and CouncIl at") 
Bombay to the Oourt, 
1st, lOth June 1696,22nd 
July 1696, 15th Oct. 
]696, 15th Jan. 1696-97, 
19th Feb. 1696-97, 4th 
March 1696-97. _ 

Presldent and Council at 
Surat to the Court, 19th 
June 1696, 4th Aug 
1696, 3rd sept. c1696, 
20th Nov. 1696,5th, 15th 
Dec. 1696, 15th Jan 
1696-97, 6th Feb.1696-97 
19th Mar. 1696-97. 

Gayer that the Oompany would have been 
established by an Act of ParlIament, but for 
the Parliament's ResolutIon to raIse 
£2,500,000 to meet the expenses of war by a 
Land Bank. Ditto, 200- 205_ 

ObstructIOn from pirates and interlopers. 
Sir John Ga,y~ aga~'l offers to 'arrange to 
convoythe:p!lgi-lIDs to Mokha Company's 
ships taken by pirates. Reduced sltuatlOn of 
the garrison at Bc·mbay. DltOo,2&7,- 215. 

Oourt to the General and jLOOurt's cnstruetions regardinv trade. Apply 
Oounml at Bombay, 16th~' to the Kmg to send a ;'1roo t() the East 
AprIl 1697, lst Sept. Indies to destroy the pirateS, so harIVf1l1 to 
1697, 1st Oct. 1697, 5th the contmuance of the East IndIa 'trade. 
Feb. 1697-98, lOth MIU" (0 Eqmpments to Bombay of two slups to 1.e 
1697 -98. I increased to ten. Couff's iUSt/"uctlOIlS for 

COUl"t to the President the separate administratlOn of Bombayaud 
and Council of Surat, Surat. Court fix the value of money comed 
23rd AprIl 1697, lOth at theIr Bombay and "Vther ijcttlements. 

I Mar. 16!J7-98. J DItto, 22.l- 227. 
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" 

General IUld Counml at"\ A1f..'\irs at Eomhayand Surat lind thdr De'" 
Bombay to tho Court, pendcndes, oontum6 preCIIl'lOUS; ol'l'rt,,,·l 
11th Al~nl JUnT, 10th SlOU of Moghnl GoWl'll~)rs; t'r"hal)1lity of 
May 1Un., 30th Oct. ClV11 wars on AnrungZl'b'a "o(\lh; mcrc.\sll/ 
1697, 30th Nov. 16'17 of piramca; &r John GI\Y~lllnd till] Snm~ 
15th, 18th Dec. 1697, Presldeut ~oIllUlenJ to the Court to m.lk 
12th, 25th, 26th Jan. nn nppIwatlOn to the KlDg for a COin 
16\17 -98, 20th, 23rd F<lb Slon to npprehend tho prratee 'rho em 
16n7.98, 10th M~ barrassments of the tlme m/4ke trodo rulli 
1697·98. cult. Hazardous state of Bomhay, S 

Presulent and CounCIl John Gayer reporting the menus of dillen 
Surnt to tho Court, 2n I nnd the reSO\lI'llCS to be untlq\llu; garrl>lo 
21st April 1697, 4th Mn wo.'\k; trade eX).>osed to hea"y dutlOS 
1697, 12th Jan. 1697-9~, P"'ppertl'lIdeatAnJoD!,,'O O'lUfill1I.recarIOUJ 
12th, 14th Feb. 1697-98. j Bru~'6, III 223 -240. 
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