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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION . 

• 
THIS book tries to present, within a small compass, an 
account of India and her people. The materials on 
which it is based are condensed from my larger works. 
In IS6g, .the Government of India directed me to 
execute a Statistical Survey of its dominions,-a vast 
enterprise, whose records now make 128 printed volumes, 
~o-gregating 60,000 p~d'Cs. The scale of the opera
tions, although by no means too elaborate for the 
administrative purposes for which they were designed, 
necessarily placed their results beyond the reach of the 
general public. The hundred volumes of Tlte Statistical 
Survey were therefore reduced to a more compendious 
fonn as the twelve volumes of Tlte Imperial Gazetteer 
of India. The present book distils into one volume 
the essence of the whole. 

I have elsewhere explained the mechanism by which 
the ma~erials for the Statistical Survey were collected 
in each of the 240 Districts, or territorial units, of British 
India.1 \Vithout the help of a multitude of feIlow
workers, the present ~lume could never have been 
written. It represents the fruit of a long process of con
tinuous condensation. But in ~ain acknowledging my 
indebtedness to brethren of my Service in India, I wish 
to specially commemorate the obligati~ns which I also 
o\\re to a friend at home. Mr. J. S. Cotton, late Fellow 
of Queen's College, Oxford, has rendered important aid 
at many stages of the work. 

1 See Preface to Volume I. of TM Im,,1In-iaI CaM/Jeer I!/ IIfIiitJ. 
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Continuous condensation, although convenient to the 
reader, has its perils for the author. Many Indian 
topics are still open questions, with regard to which 
divergences of opinion may fairly exist. In some cases, 
I have been compelled by brevity to state my conclu
sions without setting forth the_ evidence on which they 
rest, and without any attempt to combat alternative views. 
In other matters, I have had to content myself with 
conveying a correct general impression, while omitting 
the modifying details. For I here endeavour to present 
an account, which shall be at once original and com
plete, of a continent inhabited by many more races and 
nations than Europe, in every stage of humCl;n develop
ment, from the polyandric tribes and hunting hamlets 
of the hill jungles, to the most complex commercici1 
communities in the world. When I have had to 
expose old fables, or to substitute truth for long 
accepted errors, I clearly show my grounds for doing 
so. Thus, in setting aside the legend of Mahmud the 
Idol-Breaker, I trace back the growth of the myth 
through the Persian Historians, to the contemporary 
narrative of Ai Biruni (970-1029 A.D.). The calumnies 
against J agannath are corrected by the testimony of 
three centuries, from 1580, when Abul Fazl wrote, down 
to the police reports of 1870. Macaulay's somewhat 
fanciful story of Plassey has been told afresh in the 
words of Clive's own despatch. The history of Christi
anity in India 'is written, for the first time, from original 
sources and local inquiry. 

But almost every period of Indian history forms an 
arena of controversy. Thus, in the early Sanskrit era, 
each date is the result of an intricate process of induc
tio?; the chapter on the Scythic inroads has beet} pieced 
together from the unfinished researches of the Arch3!o
logical Survey and from local investigations j the growth 
of Hinduism, as the religious and social nexus of the 
Indian races, is here for the first time written. In 
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attempting to reconstruct Indian history from its original 
sources in the fewest possible pages, I beg oriental 
scholars to believe that, although their individual views 
are not always set forth, they have been respectfully 
considered. I also pray the English reader to remember 
that, if he desires a more detailed treatment of the 
subjects of this volume, he may find it in my larger 
works. 

\-\t. \V. H. 
Mardi I8S6. 
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VOW E L SOU N D S. 

a has the sound of a as in rural. 
a has the sound of a as in far. 
e has the vowel sound in grey. 
i has the sound of i as in police. 
{ has the vowel sound in pier. 
0 has the sound of 0 as In bone. 
u has the sound of u as in bull. 
11 has the sound of u as in sure. 
ai has the vowel sound in lyre. 

Accents have been used as sparingly as possible; and omitted in such 
words or terminals lis pur, where the Sanskrit famJly of alphabets takes the 
short vowel instead ofthe long Persian one. The accents over i and u have 
often been omitted, to aVOid confusing the ordinary English reader, when 
the collocation of letters naturally gives them a long or open sound. No 
attempt has been made by the use of dotted consonants to dIstInguIsh 
between the dental and lingual d, or to represent slmJlar refinements of 
Indian pronunciation. , 

Where the double 00 is used for u, or the double ee for t; and whenever 
the above vowel sounds are dl'parted from, the reason is either that the 
place has obtained a popular fixity of spelling, or that the Government hdS 

ordered the adoption of some specIal form. 
I have borne in mind four things-First, that this work is intended for 

the ordmary English reader. Second, that the twenty-sIx characters of the 
English alphabet cannot possibly be made to represent the fifty letters or 
signs of the Indian alphabets, unless we resort to puzzling un-EnglIsh deVices 
of typography, such as dots under the consonants, curves above them, or 
italic letters in the middle of words. Thud, that as such deVices are 
unsuitable in a work of general reference, some compromise or saCrifice 
of scholarly accuracy to popular convenience becomes inevitahle. Fourth, 
that a compromise to be defensible must be successful, and that the spelling 
of Indian places, while adhering to the Sanskrit vowel sounds, should be 
as little embarrassing as possible to the European eye. 

W. W. H, 


