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PREFACE. 

TlllOUGH India bas certai9.1y peen visited by a greater number 

of intelligent iEnglisbmetl < than: any -other' foreign couI\try, and 

has-'been ..the :subjed of innumerable publications, it is remarK-able 

that the~ is no wor~ in lour 'language cont~ining such a popular 

and comprehensive view' of its scenery and monuments, and of 

the: 'mannerS and JlabitS 'of its. natives and resident colonists, as • we -are cOmniOlily furnished. WIth by tra\"el1m:s in countrieS' mcon} ... 

parably less deserving ornotice~, .iThe chief'reasoh of' this proba~ 

bly is,·,ilia.t few people go·to.this remote region as mere idle or 
\ 

pliilo~ophlcal,observers'; and that of the multitude of well-edu .. 

cated individuaI~' who pass the best'part of: their days. in it, the , , 
greater' part are tqQ Constantly occnpied with the'cares;an~ 4uties 
bf their respective vocations a~ ,states~en, solqiers, or ttader~, .. to' 

P!!y much attention tOl what: is, merelY. curious or interesting ,to a 
contemplative specta~r .. !, 'H~vi_ng; for- the .most: part, ,toOt the" 
prospect. of a long residence, they rarefy think; OD' thyir first,ar ... 

rival, of recording or ·qtgesting the'impressions>lwhich they rece~ve 

from the spectacle that is spread before them, 'and Wait so 16ng 
to mature and extend their information, 'thal the interest gf u().... . '- , 
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velty is lost) and the SC€?o beciomes too familiar to seem any 
longer worth the trouble cJf a careful delineation. The fact ac
cordingly is, that almost all our modern publications on the sub

ject of India, are entirely occupied with its political and military 
history,-details and suggestiO')l.'l. htlppn !Lts 'trade and commercial 
resoufces,-and occasionally with discussions upon the more re
condite parts of its literary or mythological antiquities. N otwith. 

standing the great number of these books, therefore, nnd the un ... 
l 

questionable excellence of nIany of them f there still seemed to be 

room for a more popular work on the subject of this great coun
try,-;-a work which, iwithout entangli,ng ,its a~aderi,io, thethomy 
walk of politic$ or commercial speculation,: should bring ,before 

thelu much. of what fitl'ikeS the eyc"and the mind of an obsertant 
stranger,~and addressing itself'~ather '10 ,the general, reader ,than: 
tp those who are profes.sionally) connected with the rcgiqns it de.. 
scribes. should perforni; the· flame hwnble but .uSeful office ,as t~ 

~ 

India;, 'which ,tolel1ably ,veIl wr~tteD: IbobkS of-travels have'done as 
to mos~ of the, other countries. of the :woIliL 

,This, purpose it bas been sugge8ted~to,the lwritt;r ,0£ the,follolr..1 
jng.pages might be;a~complished. in'some degree by thei~'I,ub~ 
cationl""rand I. it is; 'with' these,; and with\no: ,hig1leu' pr' etensions" 

~ .. 
that they; ;are 'p.ow: Offer.ed::. to i :the P~blic:..' . They~ wereJ ;rc~llYlan~ 
truly; wtittent i nea.rly' as ~hey. .DOW 'appear,: fOD ;the 'am~scment ot: 
an.intimatc.ftiend; anu,lvit1!.out theremotcsl vieW' to; the dcstipy:' 

they have ,DOW; to encounter,~ having. beem 'prepared; foJ.! publica.. 
tion~merely. .by. the oniission .. of :.such, prii:ateJ ,4etails 'and'lrifiin~ 
anecdo.te$,rlf individuals. as.1Could. not rwith, 'propriet,',be lobtruded: > 

QW the"w.orld.; 'The;wmer:Js, ~hftaid: ~hat sh;e: $eCretlY)1p.eans (this 
statement'i(t'"be :rtteiyed t3Bla;!tind.of apology :for'som~'of ,thew; 
imperfection~. 'But the truth is, that she is extremely doubtful' whe-

. 1 
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ther :Sh~ could ~ave made t1;te work much better by digesting it 
with 'more labour. Its 'merit; if it have any, must consist in the 

fidelity and liveliness of a transcript from new impressions,
and this she' has found it would" have beejl. in great danger of 

losing,:if she had ventured to change the'character of her origi ... 

nal sketch,. by attempting (perhaps "after aU not very successful .. 
ly), to. redu~e its,redundancies or to strengthen its colouring • 
. . ,' In ()ne 'p~cU1ar she is sensible that the changes she has made 

iw her original manuscript, have both' lessened its authority and 

tasked her self-denial;. she alludes to the Obligation she has .itn ... · 
posed. upon herself, of suppressing the names of those individuals 

to \vhoni _ she has been so greatly indebted both for kindness 
and information,.' but whom 'She~Qes no~~think herself entitled to 
briDg before ihe Public "Without th~ir. express :permission.. She 
may be allowed".however, to· mention; that.at.Bombay, at l\fa
dras, and:at .Calcutta, she- had the good fortune to be acquaint
ed: :with many individuals .dis.tinguished for orientallearn'mg and, 
research, .;tnd tlIat itt, their society 'She -ha«~opportunities 'Of ac

quiring .much information with regard ·to the civil and religious 
habitj and, opinions 'of the. natives, which she must otherwise 
hate sought in vain~ + Ho\t, far she 'has availed herself :of these' 
advantiges the Public'lnust -now judge; all she pretends to is the 
merit of a cortect description, of" the-scenery of the pountry, and, 

as. far,as:her powers- and 'opportunitie~ permitted, a faithful de.' 

linea..tioJ..l of the· manners of the inhabitants. 
, ,Jtmay bep;roper to add, thatsbewent to India eariyin1809, and 
thefi~t'months of her residence in that country were spent in-Bom~ 
bay,lwhic~ besides its jruportance as' the third British presidency in 

India, is interesting (rom its neighbourhood to sorne f)f the most an

cientand~agnificent monuments ofHiJidoo art..: Oft,hese the-cave 
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of Elephanta is the most iuteresting, and perhaps it has been 
most frequently described. The island of Salsctte is also rich in 

antiquities of the same kind, but it has attracted less notice; 
and the excavations of Carli, in the ~lahratta mountains, are in 
cumparison recently discovered. Curiosity induced her to visit 

all these places, and, when at the latter, to continue hcrjourney 
to Poonah, the 1\Iahratta capital. On her return to Bombay. 
she embarked for Ceylon, where she alTived a· Pointe de Galle, 

and travelled along the coast as far as Negombo; afterwards vi .. 

siting Trincomale on the cast side of the island on her ,'oyage to 

l\Iadras. Fronl l\fadras the writer went to Calcutta, which :ter-:o 

minated her travds ill Iodia, as she only returned to the Coro .. 
mandel coast to clnbark for Ellg1alld, In the beginning of 1811 ; 
where, after touching at the Cape of Good IIope and 8t lIe .. 

lena, she arrived in the summer of the same year. 

'Vith the exception of the town of Poonah and the visit to,Cal., 
cutta, the Journal consequently only describes the country and 

the people immediately on the coast. This perhaps may.Rccount 
in some degree for her character of the natives being. more unfa ... 

vourable than that of some other writers; and most certainly she 

djd not go far enough to Ineet with any of those remnants of the 
age of gold~any ,of those combinations of innocence, benevo .. 

lence, ~and voluptuous simplicity, :with which the inlaginations.of 

some ingenious. authors have peopled !he cottages of the Ilindoos. 

'fhat she saw certainly suggested the materials of a very oppo
site picture i-and,· though aware that, among a p'eop1t? whose 
laws, whose ,religion, whose art~, whose habits of reasoning and 
.noti~ns .()f politeness, all .differ .froO) ours, as radically as. their 

language Qf complexion, jt was natural to expect some variation 

frQm out stClndards. "~s to ~h~ morals and .the ,Charities and decen-. , 
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des of ~ociallife" she must confess that the difference was great
er th~ she found it easy to reconcile to herself, even by these 
considerations. In the sketch wpich, she' has attempted to exhi
bit, therefore, .of this singular people, she ,fl~t~rs .herself that 
she JDay have afforded ~ome entertainrn~Iit) ~na some 'matter of 
useful me~itation even to the reflecting reader;, a~~ :venttires to 
hopethat she may perhaps contribute, ,in someinst;;mces, to direct 
the attention of those in whose hands 'So. much of their destiny is 
placed, to the means of improving their moral and intellectual 
condition, as well as of securing thepl trom -political or civil in. . . 
Junes. 
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JOURNAL 

OF A 

SHORT RESIDENCE IN INDIA. 

lkmhay, Jlay 28, 1809. 
1\1 Y DE'AR FRIEND, 

'IN c.ompliance witli your parting request; .. that during my ab
sence from England l' would make notes and journals fat you of 
wliateve.r appeared to me 'worthy of remark, either as curious in 

itself, or as,differing from the custo~~" man,!lers, and habits of 
Europe, I shall, endeavour faithfully to describe whateve~. I see, 
'and carefully to report' whatev~r ~ learn, for your amusement, 
warning you that I ,mean, to paint from the life, ,and to adhere to 

the sober co~?uring of, nature. After a .:voyage from England of 
twenty 'reeks, ,we landed here on, the 26th of, this month, in a 
thick fog;, which pr.esaged the coming on of the rainy-season in 
thi~ part of India. 'On.the new bunder, or pier, we found palan

keens 'waitin~ to convey us from the shore. These 'palankeens '
are litters, 'i~, which one may. either' lie dowQ or sit ,upright, willi 

A 
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windows and sliding door~; the modern ones are little carriages, 
without wheels; those anciently used were of a different form, 

• 
and consisted of a bed or sofa, over which was an arch just high 
enough to admit of sitting upright; it was decorated with gold or 
silver bells and fringes, and had a curtain to draw occasionally 
over the whole. The pal an keen-bearers are here called hamauls, 

(a word signi(ying carrjer); they for the most part wear nothing 

but a turban, and a cloth wrapped round the l?ins, a degree of 
nakedness which does nul shock one, owing to the dark colour 

of the skin, whiclJ, as it is unusual to European ,eyes, has the 
effect of dress. 1.'ht'3C people come chiefly from the Mahratta 

country, and are of the coombee or agricultural caste. Their wa
ges are seven or eight rupees a month; they are n hardy race, 

and, if trusted, honest, but otherwise they consider theft inno
cent, if not meritorious. 

Leaving the bunder we crossed the esplanade, "hich presented 

a gay and interesting scene, being crowded with people in cat
riages, on horseback, and on foot, A painter might ha.ve $tu .. 
died all the varieties of attitude and motion in: the picturesque 
figures of the kooZies employed in washing' at their appropria.tc 

tanks or wells which are nwnerous on ,the esplanade, each tank 

being surrounded by broad stones, where groupes of Ulcn and 

.'\Vomen are continually employed in beating the linen, ,while the 

beLter .sort .of native women, in their graceful costume, remind

ing one of antique ,sculptures, are employed in drawing, filling, 

lOr 'carrying water from the neighbouring wells. The Hindoo 

:womeq wear a. short Iboddice with half sleeves, which fastens be

,hind, and,is generally Iwade.of coloured brocade. .The 'sl,aiie, a 

long piece, of coloured ,silk or cotton, is ~rapped round the waist 

in form qf ~ petticoat, which .leaves part of . one leg.bare, while 
, 1 
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the other is covered, to the anele with long and graceful folds, ga

thered up in front,. so as to leave. one end of the shalie to cross 
~he breast, and form a drapery; which is sometime~ thrown over 
the head as a veil.. The ~Iussulman al1d. Parsee women have 

nearly the siune t1othing~ in addition to which they wear long 
• loose trowsers. The·.hair is drawn back from the-face, where 
the roots are often stained red, and fastened in a knot behind. 
The bands and feet of the native women are in general delicately 
shaped, and· are coverep. ~th, rings and bangles or bracelets, 

which so~etlmes conceal the arnl as far as' the elbow f and t~ 
leg as far, as the calf. ~s tlie food, lodging, and dress of the 
lower cIa&s of natives cost very litt1e. it is,. common to tiee both 
the men. and women ,adorned with massy rings and chains. of 
gold and silyer, 'round their necks, arms, waists, and legs, and 

the toes 'lond fingers, decked with fine filigree rings, while the ears 

and 'nose-are hung 'with pearls or precious stones. The vanity of 

parents sometimes leads :th~m to dress their children, even while 
infants, in this manherJ: :w~ch afford'S a .t.emptaubn, not a:1ways 
resist~d, to. mutder these helpl,es$ C,reatures for the sake of their 

ornatpents,orjoys •. ~he custom :of laying'out the whole, ,or at 
least the greater, part> '0£ their-wealth, I in ()rnaments for the per
-son, has probablj.;arisen arilong;the natives' of India. frpm ,the 

I 

miserable. state of -society for '80 many ages. Whert~ the. people 
',vere'daily,exposed to the ravages 6f barbarous armies, it was 
,," , 

natural to endeavour. 'to, keep their little wealth in that form in 
which it could; with most ease be'conveyed out of the re~ch of 

plunderers; for this' pprpose, jew~s' w~re certainly the best ·adapt-. 
, ed;;· arld though th~ necessity for the practice has in ;a·great mea .. 
'sure cea:sed~ custom, 'which h,as: perhaps more influence in India 
than in'any'other 'cou'nttj, ~ontinues' it; . 1 , 
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On entering the Black Town, which is built in a coco-nut 

wood, I could not help remarking the' amazing populousness of 
this small island; the streets appear ~o crowded with . men, WO-~ 

men, and children, that it seems impossible for the quiet bullock 

hackrays, or native carriages, to get along without doing lnis-
chief; much less the furiously driving coaches of the rich nathres •• 

who pride themselves upon the speed of their horses, -which are 
nlore r<?markablc i(lr beauty and for swiftness, than for strength; 
I was informed that Bombay contains upwards 'of two q:undred 
thousand inhabitants. The Europeans, are as nothing in this 

number, the Parsecs from six to eight thousand, the 1\-1ussulmans 

nearly the same number, and the remainder are PortugU~e and 
IIlndoos, with the exception- of about three or four; thousand 

Jews, who long passed in Bombay for :a sect of l\IahQnletans, 

governed by a magistrate called the cazy,of Israel; they willing

ly eat and converse with the l\1ussulmans. 4. number of them 

are embodied among the marine sepoys, but most Qf them ar~ 

low traders. The dwellings of. the rich natives are surrQunded 

by virandas, equally necessary to guard against the intemperate 

beat-of the sun and th~ monsoon rains ;, they are generallY.paint

ed in flowers and leaves. of a green j or red colour; those of the 

Hindoos have usually 'some of' the fables of their mythology. re" 

presel}ted 011 their walls. ~he houses ate necessarily 'of great 

extent, because, if a man has twenty SO{.lS, they all continue to . , 
,live urider'the same roof even, :when married; i_and uncles, br~ 

thers, sons, and' 'grands9ns, rem'ain together till th~ increase of 

n~mbers actually forces:a part' pftpe family:tti $eeka. new~dwel~ 
ling. The lower cla~ses cont~nt themsehes ,with sma)l huts, 
m9stlY",of clay,' and r90fed with, cadjan,.a ,m~t m~de of the leaves 

ef the Palmyra or coc~nut .t~e, ,plaited together. Som,e of 
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these huts arc so small, that :they only admit of a man's sitting 

upright in them,· and barely shelter' his feet when he lies down. 
There is usually a small garden, round each hduse, containing a 

few herbs and, vegetables, a' plantain tree and a coco-nut or two. 
The cocQ.;.nut is the true riches of a native Indian. The fruit 

forms a. chief article of food .during several months in the year, 

and from it the oil for the lamp is expressed, after being dried in 

the sun. The fibrous covering of the nut is .steeped, and becomes 
like hemp; though more harsh; it is then called coier, and is us
ed for making cordage of all kinds. ' The ,tarry, or toddy (which 
is a juice procured from the tree, by making an incision in the 
bark near the top, ;or cutting off. one of the lower leaves, and ap

plying an ~rthen pot to the 'aperture in the bark), when distil .. 
led, furnishes arrack; that which flows in the night is th~ sweet .. 

est, and. drank before sun-rise it is very wholesome. The leave's 

CO\tel" the houses,' and two of them plaited together fornl a light 
basket':''York cloak, ,which the peasants wear in the rainy season 

, " while transp]a:oting the' rice. 'Vhen no longer capable of yield4 

ing . fruit or tarry,. the. wood, makes excellent water-pipes and 

joists and beanls'for hou~es. The Pal~nJlra, another'tree of the 
family of palms, ,here called the brab, furnishes the best leaves 
for thatching., and" the dead ones serve' for fueJ. The. trunk is 
applied to the same p~rposes as <that of the coco-nut, and is 
said to resist' ~he attacks ,of the white 3:nt~ The brab 'grows on 
hills "and' stony places. 'fhe coco requires a low sandy soil, and 
much water. 'In the outskirts of the Black Town we'saw the .fields 
a1r~ady flooded for th~ rice; they: are ploughed in tbis state; the 
plollgh.consists ofa piece of crooked stick whichjs drawn by an ox 

, or a, COW, . or ·sometimes botb. The buffaloes make good draught 
c~ttIe, and are commonly Used for drawing water; the oiher cat..; 
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tle are of the kind which has 3. hump on the shoulders; they 

are uSfd by the natives to draw carriages called ha('kraY~t to 
which they are only fastened by a beam, which is at the cud of 
the pole, and lies acros~ their necks; they usc no traccs. 

As there is but OIle tavern in Bombay, and as that is by no 

nleallS fit for the reception of ladies, the hospitality of the Bn .. 
tl!3h inhabitant} i" always t~xercised towards new-conlers, till they 
can proyide a place of residence for thcll1selvcs. 'Ve have tho 
good fortune to he under the hospitable roof of Sir James and 
Lady l\lackintosh, at Tarala, about three IniJcs from the fort and 
town of Eonlbay. Sir James possesses the best library that 
ever doubled the Cape; it is arranged in a large room like the 
ccll of a temple, surrounded with a viranda inclosed by Venetian 
shutter"" which aJmit and exclude the light and air at pleasure. 
As the aparhncnt is at the top of the house, which is built on nn 

eminence, it comnlands on all sides channing views; in short., it 
combines ull the agrclnens that one can look for in :1 place of 
studious retirement, and we feel its value doubly from having 

been so long confined to the cabin of a frigate. 

• 
August lOth.-The rainy seaSOD, which began ill the middle of 

1\fay, still continues, but we have sometimes intervals of severa) 

days of dry fine weather, so d;at ,we have been able to visit D10st 

of th~ villages within the is]al~d of Bombay. The first walk we 

took was to l\Iazagong, ~ dirty PO,rtuguese village, putting in its 

claim to Christianity, chiefly from the immense number of pigs 
kept' there. -It is beautifully situated on the _ shore between two 

hills,_ on one of which is 1\faiagong house, a leading mark into 

the harbour •. It is interesting to the admirers of sentimental writ

ings? a~ the bouse from w~ic~ Sterne's. Eliza ~loped, and perhaps. 
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may call forth the raptures of somefuturepensivetravellt~r, as strong

lyas the sight of Anjengo does those of the Abbe Baynal, when he 

remember~ " that, it is the birth place of Eliza." l\Iazagong has, 

however, more solid claims to attention; it has an excellent dock 

for small ships, and is adorned 'with two tolerably handsorue Ro

mish churches; ,but its celebrity in the East is owing to its 11lan-

goes, which nre certainly the JJest 1ruit I ever tasted. The parent 

tree, frohl which all those of this species have been gratted, is ho

noured during the fruit season by a guard of hCPOYS-; and in the 

reign of Shah J ehan, couriers were stationed between Dehli and 

the 1\fahratta coast, to secure an abundant and fresh supply of 

mangoes for the royal table. 
Our next excursion 'was to Sion, nine miles from the fort of 

Bombay, and at the opposite extremity of the island. 'Ve drove 

through a country like an English park, where 1 first saw the 

banian, or Indian fig-tree. It is a large spreading tree, ii-orn the 

branches of which long fibres descend to the ground, and there 

taking root become new trunks, and thus sp,cad over a very great 

space". The banian is sacred, and is usually to be found near 

the Pagodas, as the Europeans call the Hindoo temples. I have 
seen the natives walk round it in token (j)f respect, with their hall.ds 
joined, and their eyes fixed on the ground; they also sprinkle it 
with red and yellow dust, and s~rew flo wers before it; and it is 

COlnmon to see at its root stones sculptured with the figures of 

some of the minor Hind~o gods~ ~ion -Port is on the top of ~ 
small conJ,~h hill; it commands the passage fronl Bombay to the 

.. See tlle Plate. 

In the hjstories of Ale landers expedition to India, it is mentioned tbat the natives 

bent down the branches of the trees, ~ hich then took root and grew again. Is 1l9t 

this a uesctiption of the baniau tree l 
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neighbouring island of Salselte, and was of importancE;} 'while, the 

llfahrattas possessed that island, but it now only serves to beauti. 
(y the scene. It is manned with a few invalids, and commanded 

by General l\facpherson, a Highlander, who was in the battle of 
Culloden, on the losing side, and who, at the age of forty, came 

to BOlllbay as a cadet in the Company's army. He retains so 
strong a recollection of his early years, that when the Culloden, 
with Sir Edward Pellew's flag, was in Bombay harbour, no en
treaties could prevail on him to go on board of her,-he always 
shook his head, and said he had had enough of Culloden. 

At the foot of the little hill of Sion is a causeway, or, vellard, 
which was built by l\Ir Duncan, the present governQI, across a 

small arm of the sea, which separates Bombay and Salsette. It 
is well constructed of stone, and has a draw .. bridge in the middle, 

but it is too.narrow. for carriages to go ~long 'with safety in bad 

weather; however, it is of great advantage to the farmers and 
gardeners who bring in the daily supplies of provisions to the 

Bombay market., The vcllard was begun A. D. 1797, and,finish

ed in 18~5, at the expence of 50,575 rupees, as I learnt from an 
inscription over a small bouse at the end next Bombay, where a 

guard is kept to prevent the introduction. of contraband artides 
from Salselte, which, though under the English government, is 

still subject to the }Iahratta regul~tions with regard to taxes. ' 

From Sion we went to l\lahaim, passing iQ the way several ne

glected Portuguese churches~ 1\Iussulman tombs, and lIindoo telD

pIes, _but nothing very interesting till we rea,ched the coco-nut 

wood near .the village, where there are.two beautiful temp]es~ with 
large tanks surrounded by trees. ffhese tanks are the great luxu

ries of the natives; one sees' people bathing in them from, morn

ing till night, all ages and sexes together; ,but they wear as much 

8 
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ClotbinO' in ,the water as out of it.' There'is at. Mabaim a Pir8 ,b I 

kubber, or l\Iussulman sainrs tomb, :witb a fine mosque attached 
to it" both under the guardianship of a l-Iahometan fanlily of the 
~ooni, sect". . The Portuguese church at l\:fahairn' is close to the 

,sea, and is surrounded, by trees. Attached to it' there is a co1 .. 
lege for native Cath<;>lic priests; but th~~e who pretend to learn
i~g, usually. study at _Goa, where'theyi~arn, to speak barbarous 
Latin,. and. haye .the ,advantage of ,occasionally seeing priests 
from Europe. A,~mall premium is given at the church for every 

native child: ,vIm is baptized, consequently a nUlnber of Hindoo 
women' present' their .offspring for. that purpose, who never think 
farther of Christianity e. ~ , 

,From Mahaim a good causeway leads to PareU, the gover ... 
nor's country house, which :w3sfonnerly a Jesuits college., It is 
said 'that the holy fa:th~.s employed their penitents in the con.;. 

struction of this useful work • 

. August 15tk.-A longer continuance of fine -lveather than usual 

" .tempted, u~ yesterday. to, go to Malabar 'POlDt,. at the south-west 

extre~ty of the island, fonnerly."a place of Singular, sanctitYt 
and where a number of pilgrims still annually resort •. '\tVe" left , , 
our carriage at the, foot, of the bill, and, ascended a long flight of 
irregular) steps to the top., N ear the summit there are' a ,multi..a 
tud,e of,small teplp]es, and a. few .B.ramins' houses, whose inhabi
tants· generally: beg,from~the passengers ,and strangers whom bu:. 
siness ,or, curiosit~ Jead to the hil1~ '~After walking nearly twd 

1 •• :If, ":IDe.Sooms and, the Sheeas .. are the :two Mahomedan sects most prevalent in lli4 

&lia'on i,'he. ~oopis _re the most ,nUJtltlpUf QJt'tbj~ "ide of ,the ~insula rihey JU"e .divi~ . 
ed into 1IIlnaW aud Sbafeis •. 

• /"!..l I. ,. ,.. -'l ,.,. ... 

B 
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miles through gardens, or rather fields of vegetables, we came to 
a shJaJl bll'1t~alq, ,or garden-house,· at the point -of the hill, from 
which there is, I think, the finest view I ever \saw. The whole 

island lay to the north, and east, beautifully green with the young 

rice, varied witli hills and woods, and only separated from Sal
sette and the Ma~ratta shore' by narrow arms of the sea, while 

the bay and barbpur to the south, scattered with beautiful woody 
islands,. reflected the grand monsoon.clouds, which,. as th~y roU. 

cd along, now hid and now discovered the .majestic forms ~f the 

ghauts on the main-land. 'Vithin: a few yards .oftoe bungalo is a 

ruined temple; from what remains, : it must bave been a fine spe
cimen of Hindoo architecture; a]most every stone is curiously 

carved with groupes of figures, animals, and other ornaments. 

Tradition says that the P{)rtugueze" in their zen! for conversion, 
pointed cannon against' this' temple, and destroyed it with its 

gods; its widely scattered remains seem'to countenance the re
port. Close to the ruin there is a cleft in a rock, so narrow I 

that pue, ,would ;\V~nder 110W a child ,cQuId get through it, never

theles,$j ,there arq, 1llu1titudes of pilgrims ,wh9 annually come to. 

forc~.thernselvea through, as a' certain method of getting rid of 
their ~iI1s • 

. 1Ialfa,JJlile frOll} the old, temple.! saW: a most beautiful village, 

entirely inh~biled' by Bramins~ In the ceptre is a large tank, on 
the banks of which 'are some:pine< trees .and high' pyramidical pil~ 
14rs, ;which are lighted. up on festiva~s..., ,A.broad to~ad round the 

tank·~epaJ"ate~ it from: .the temples, which :ar~"more numerous 
than the houses; they are mostly dedicated to' Siva, under the 

nanle pf ),J~ha :Qeo, and to his 'wife P arvati • . The sacred ,bull 
Nandi is.pla,ced in 'front. of: all Siva's temples in Bombay, and, I 

have generally observed a tortoise at his feet. '-'fhe Branuns of 
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this village speak and write English; t~e' young Olen are rnostly 
pa)'Voes, or ~ters, ana are employed jn the public offices and 

merchants' cpuntiog-houses, while the elders devote themselves 

to their saccfdotal-duties, and the study of the Vedas j but I mil 

tempted to, believe: ,that the Bra,mins of Bombay are very igno

rant, evel\ ,vith 'tegatd t(). ~heir pwn sciences. 
\ 

The,road from I\Iulabar Hill to the Fort of Bombay lies along 

the beach of Back-b~y;' a..dangerous bay fQrmed bY1the point of 

l\Ialabar on' OJ;le side, :and by Old. 'Vom~n's Island, or: Coulaba, 

on which'is the light ... house, on the other. The shore is the ge

,neral burial-place of aIr c1~sse5, of inhabitants. That o( the Eng

lish is walled in and well kept; it is filled with pretty monuments, 

mostly of chunam, and contain~ many' an unread inscription. 
sacred to the memory of those .who, to use tite oriental 'Style, " had 

" scarcely entered the garden of life, much less had they gathered 

." ~ts flowers.H N ex.t to the British cem~tery is that of the Por

tuguese, after· which follow, those of the Armenians, the Jews, 

and the ~Iahomedans, ,with ~he few I:H:ndoos who bury their 
dead, in regular'succession;,' they ,are aU overshadowed by a thick 
coco-nut wO,od;: and the rideiamong th~ ;monuments, placed be

t'Yeen the grove and the sea, would be far from unpleasing, were 
it not that the tide, c~nt~ually' 'washes in the skull$ and bones of 

the Hind90s wh() are bu~nt on,. the ,beach at low water. After 
passing 'the burying .. grounds, we saw several 'pretty country-hou

ses along the sea-shore, as we approached the esplanade in out 
way to th,e-fort., 

, The Fort of Bombay ia1said to be,to~ large to be defended, if 
ever an ·European:enemy .should. :effect a landing on the island, 

and no part, of it is ~om~proof; besides which, ~he native houses 
within the walls are. closely, crowded together, very high, and 
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mostly built of wood. The fort i" dirty, hot, 'and disagreeable, 
particularly the quarter t:lcar the bazar-gate, owing to the ruins 

of houses which were burnt down some time ago, and have never 
been removed; but new buildings are in many places rising 
on the broken fragments of the old, so that tbe streets arc be

come so uneven as to render it disagreeable, if not dangerous, 
for carriages to pass through them. The nlOst important arid 
interesting objt'ct in the fort is the dock-yard, where a new 

dock is nearly finished, consisting of two hasons, in the inner 
one of which there 18 already a seventy-four 'gun- ship on the 

stocks. The old dock is still service~b]eJ though much 'out of 

repair, and too slnaH to admit a large ship; it was -found a few 

inches too short to receive the Blenheim, so that she could not 

receive the repairs she required previous to her leaving India. 

The new dock is said to be com"plete and excellent in its kilid ': 
it is the work of Capk'lin Cooper of the Cornpanls engineers. 

There is a steam-engine for pumping it dry, as it is sunk too low 
to be left dry by the tide at any season. Bonlbay is the only 

place in the East where the risc of tide is sufficient to construct 

docks on a large scale, the highest spring~tides having never been 
known to be above seventeen feet, and rarely Jnore ,than four
teen. The docl<s are the Company's property, and the King pays 
a high. monthly rent fOf every ship, taken in'to them. N car them 

is the castle, now used as an' arsenal j it belongs to the King, and 

the governor of Bonlbay is also styled the governor of the King's 

castle of Bombay. The harbour is filled with vessels from all, 
nations, and of all _ shapes, but' the largest and 'finest of, the 

foreigners -are the Arabs., Our trade with them consists 'in \horses, 

pearls,' 'coffee, guOls of various "kinds, boney" and J ghee" which, 

is "butter clarifIed and put into leathern jars~ ;' Besides 'these aru.' 
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cleS from Arabia, 'the Persian Gulf also furnishes dried fruits, it
tur of roses, tobacco, rose-water, a small quantity of Scbiraz w!ne, 
~ith· a . few' articles of curiQsity and luxury, as books, worked 

slIppers, and silk shawls.' The principal export from Bombay is 

ra\\" cotton~ which is chielly drawn from the subject province of 
Gmerat, which-likewise 'supplies us With wheat, rice, and cattle, 

besides vessels of earthen war~ and metal for cooling liquors, car. 
nelians, and, other: rare stones. The Laccadive and l\1aIdive 
islands furnish the greatest quantity of coco-nuts for oil and eoier 
~for cordage; and .from the forests-of l\lalabar ~e get timber and 
various drugs and gums, particularly the ;Dammar, which is 
used here for-aU the t purposes of pitch. In return for these things, 
~e~- furnish ·British' manufactures, particularly hardware, and a 

variety of Chinese -articles, for ,vhich Bombay is the great dep6t 

on this side of India .. · 
lVhile ill the fort, we went to see the screwing-houses, where 

the bales ,of cotton are packed to go on board',ship. _ The presses 
consist of a square· frame,' in which the cS}tton is placed, and a 
large beam of great weight, which is fixed to the end of a power
ful screw" !This screw is worked by a capstan, in a chamber 
above, to each bar. of which there ar~. often thirty men, _ so that 
there would be about t~o hundred and forty' to each screw~ 
They'turn tlle screw with - great swiftness at first~ shouting the 

'Wh~Ie time; the shouts ending in something like loud groans, as 
the labour becomes heayier. Hemp is packed in the same man
ner. hut it requires to be carefully laid in the press, for the libres 
are apt to b~ if they are bent. 

The only English . church is in the fort; it is large, but neither well 
served nor attended. < The Portuguese and Armenian churches. are 

I ,. '. 

Iiumerous, both: withinl and 'without. the walls, arid there are three 
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or four synagogues, and. mosque~ and temples ;iqnumerablc. The 
largest pagoda in Bombay is in the Black TQ\vn, ,abou~ a.mi1~ ,nnel 
a half from the fort. l t is dedicated to Momhd 1)e'tJel:t or the Bom
bay goddess, who, by her timages. and. attributes, 'seems to. ,be 

\ . 
Parvati, the: ,~fe of Siva. ' Within ~ latge 6quare. ipclosed by 
high: wa11s, there is a beautiful·tank,,'1v,ell built.of fr~csto.ne, ,with 
steps. to accomnlodate the bathers; according ,to the height of the 

water., Round the tank are houses"for the Bra.min~, choultries 
for the reception of travellers, and teptples to a variety of deities, 
One of these contains a. well carved tr..i1Jlurti, ot three formed god; 
it is a, colossal bust with three faeest! Jar lather ,three heads joined 
together; the centre repre-sents Btahma."the. creator, the face OJ). 

the right hand Siva the destroyer, 'and that on the left Vish

nu the prcsenrer. Offerings of rice,. fruit, ,milk,: ~nd fl?wers, 
are daiJy made to these deities, and they are con~tantly sprink
led with water. The priests are pf an olive complexion; being 
very little exposed to the sun j their dress co».Sist~ of a linen ~carf 

wrapped round the loins, and reaching nearly to ;the f1nc1es, 
whose folds fall very gracefully: .their beads ~re s~~ved, except
iog,the crown, }Vhere, a small lock .of hair, is left; and 'Qver the 
shoulder hangs. ,the braminical. thread. ,Of ~enaar. The zenaar , . 
must be made: by a Bramin·;:.it; is coJIlposed of three cotton 

threads, each nmety.six cubits, (forty-cigbt yards) long. 'l'hese 

are twisted together, then I folded ~n ,three" and again twisted; 
after which it is folded ,~n,ithrce, again· without twisting, and a 
knot made at each end:;: it !is. 'put '(;:w~rJhe left sholdder, and hangs 

do:wn upon the right thigh. The~ Bfaxnins as.suiI}~ it 'with .great 
ceremony at seven yeats: bId,: the .xetri~s. at nille, and the Vais]as 

at eleven.) .In:ihe,Eng1ish . .settlePlents, -when the Bramins gQ .out 

of their houses,. ,they 'UlSuall!.1put:,OJi. theJ turban' and the.l\lussul~ 
1 
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man jainina Of' gown;, I saw at l\Iomba Devec's temple some soi .. 

disa"niholYimen: th~y were young and, remarkably fat, sprinkled 
over with hshes, -and their hair was matted and filthy. I believe 
they had no clothfug, for,. during the few minutes I remained in 
the temple, they .held· a veil before the~,. and stood behind the 
Brnmiris. My e~pectations 'Of Hindoo innocence and virtue are 

fast ~iving way, arid l' fear that" even among the Pariahs, I shall 
not find any thing like' St' ;Fierre's Chaumiere Indienne. In fact, 
the Pariahs are butcasts. so despicaBle,. that a Bralnin not only 

would refuse to instr~ctJthern,. but would think hhriself contami
nated by:praying fot'them. . These poor creatures are employed 

in the lowest and most. disgusting offices; they, are not permitted 

to live in any ~wn 'or villagcf or to . draw water from the same 
well as the Hindoos.. 'It is therefore not to be wondered at, that 
their minds are degraded in proportion to their personal situa .. 

tion. Near'everylHindoo: village th~re is commonly a hamlet of 
Pariahs, whose inhabitants.: pay ·a, small tllx. ~ the kalkurny, or 
village-collector, for'permission to reside · nepr tt hazar and wells, 
and they"eam a,subsistence by: acting ,as porterS and scavengers., 

They are filthy 'in all their habits, and do not ~cruple to use as 
food any dead animal they find;, it i~, even said that, in some 
p1~ces, they do not reject human 'bodies, $. 

, September 19th·1s99,-'Ve bave spent bur 'forenoon 'to-day very 
agreeably, in;cbti\rersibg~witQ.·:two' well-informed nalives, ~ne a. 
Hin;doo~: the other a 1\fusstilman. ' ',They both'speak English well, 
and ate thoroughly Informed -in. al~; that concerns t4,e'laws,. reli-

• Thevenot says, ,tQatr when h~ waS in I~dja, (A. D. 1665), human flesh was pub

licly Bold in the market at Debea, about forty leagues from BlJroeb~ 
~ I , < 1 
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brion, and customs of their own nations. The Pundit Bap~ogee 
is a Brahmin of.the Vedanti sect; he seems to lake p~easure in 
giving us information concerning the mythology of the country, 

though .he is very careful to convince us that ~e,is superior.to the 
belief of the popular superstitions, which be affects to d~ride as 
inyentions to J{cep the lower classes, of society, ,?rt as be calls 
tbem, the inferior castes, in' subjection. He is a man of about 

" 
twenty-two years of age, elegant in his person and manners, -and 

has an uncommon share of shrewdness and quickne&l$ of. percep
tion. I find him of the greatest 'use in expl~ining the cQstoms, 

prejudices, and belief of his countrymen, ,and, in .return, l do 

not find it very ea~y to satisfy his iCllriosity respecting England, 

to which country he has a great desire to travel, w~re ,it not for 

the fear of losing caste, pr rather the. privileges, ~nd honours; at
tached 10 his own. 

Our ~fussulman friend, the Cazy Shahab o'dien Mahary, is a 

sincere J\Iahometan, and therefore a great bigot; how~ver, he. 
sometimes drinks tea with us, and does .not scruple to cat bread, 
pastry, ,and fruit in our house. He, is only two "or th~ years 
older than Bapoogee, and though I doubt if his nat~ral parts are 

so; good, be is, I believe, a man of more learning; his manners 

are correct and gentleman .. like, but not so refined as t~ose of his. 
Hindoo friend. He accompanied us the other ·day to several 

mosques in ,the neighbourhood, but, as they only diffe~ from ~ch 

other'in size, I shall content -myself with ,desc;ribing . the .largest •. 

It' iSia square building" <:apable of containing .five, o~, six hUAdred. 
peopl~'-',supported. by. bighly, point~d .arches,. pni!;l;leq. with cin~ - , . 
foil heads, in rows from the front, which is open .. 'The only in ... 

terior ornament is·a plain ston~ pulpit, for th:e imaum;' the~ C?~t ... 
side is adorned· with: carved work like that· pf . the Gothic, style.' 

8 



Bombay.] UESIDENCB IN 'INDIA~ 17 

The whole building is rais~d on arches over a large tank of excel
lent water, and surrounded by a paved court, in which there are 

a 'few tombs. Attached to each mosque there is a school where 

Arabic is taught; the Inastet 'only attending to the elder boys, 
wbile the others are taught by their Dlore advanced school-fel .. 
lows; instead of books, there are alphabets and sentences painted 

on wodd for the younger'scholars. 

, ~fy sister and I paid a visit to Shahab o'dien's harem, but could 

by no means prevail on the cazy to admit any of the gentlemen 

Of our family- In the lower part of his house we saw a number 
of l\fussulmans sitting cross-legged, with cushions at their backs, 

in the different~ apartments, perfectly idle, and rarely even speak .. 

ing;' and seeming hardly able to exert themselves sd far as to put 

the betel into tneir mOuths. 'Ve'ascended to the women's apa'rt

ment~ by a ladder, 'which is removed when not in unmediate use, 

to prevent the ladies from escaping,' and ,vere received by the 
cazy's. ,fife's roother, a fine old~woman dressed in white, and with. 
out any'brnaruents, act becomes a widow,,, Shahab o'dieu's, me
thcr,anu the 'fest of his father's widows; were first presented, then 

Fatima his wi~ to whom our visit was paid, and afterwards his 

sisters, 'SOme of them fine lively young women. They all crowded 

round us- tb eXlunine our dres.c;, and the materia.ls of \V hlch it was 

composed.: They were sUrllrised at" our wearing so few orna .. 

ments, but we' told them it ,vas ,the cUstom of ~r COWltry, and 

they replied UIat it was' good. I \Vas not sony that they so open~ 

11 expressed their curiosity,. as it gave us a better opportunity of 
gratifying {)ur own. ,The apartment in which we were reCeived 

W'a'S abOut twenty feet square, and' .rather low; 'round it were 
t smaller rooms, most of them Crowded with small peds, with wliite 

muslih ~ curtain'S ;.:tbese were not particularJy clean, and the whole 
c 
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suite seemed dose and disagreeable. '1\iost of the women were 

b~comingly dl'e:ssed~ Fatima's arms. legs, and neck~ were covel'" 
cd with rings aiId chains; her fingcrs and toes were loaded with 

i:rings; her head' was surrounded with a fillet of pearls, some strings 

of which crossed it several ways, and confined the hair, which was 

knotted up behind. On her forehead hung 'a cluster of coloured 

stones, from which depended a 1arge pearl, an~ round her face 

small strings of lwarl hung at equal distances. Her 'car-Hugs 

,were very beautiful; bUl I do not like the custom .of boring' the 

-hem of the ear, and studding it all round with joy's. nor·could 

~ven Fatima's bea.utiful face reconcile me to the nose-jewel.. ~IIer 

large black eyes, the cltes/ulie ahoo of the eastern poets, were °rcu_ 
dered more striking by the black streaks with which they wel'e 

adorned and lengthened out at the corners, and the· palms of her 

hangs, the soles of her feet, 'and her nails, ·wer~ stained with hi,,
na, a plant, the juice of whose seeds is of a -deep red colour. 

~ !Fatima's manner is nlodest, gentle, 'and indolent; befote her 

husband 'she neither lifts her eyes nor speaks, and hardly moves 

without pennissioD froin the elder ladies -of the harem. She pre

"sen ted , us with perfumed sherbet, -fruit, .and sweetmea~s, chiefly 
made of'ghee, .poppy.seeds, and sugar; _ some of them were toler ... 

/ ~bly good, but it required all my good Iuanners to swallow others. 
Prepared as. I was 'to expect vcty little from 1\1 ussulman ladies, 1 

:/could not help being shocked tQ see thetn so totally void of cuI

tiva~ion as I found them. They mutter their prayers, and some 

'of them read the koran, but ·Dot one in a thousand understands 

it., i • Still fewer .can read their own language, or write at all, and 

the only work they -do is a little embroidery. They thread beads, 
, . 

pIait:co]orued threads, sleep, quarrel, make'pastry, and. chew b~ 
t.el;.in.,the same daily r,?u:o:d,;' .and it is only at'a.deatht,'a~birtb,·Qr.: 
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a marriage, that,the.monotoQy;of their ·liv~. is ever interrupted .. 
'VIlen' l took' .1eaye, I WAA presented witq.. flowers and paung, 
(chunam ana "betel-nut wrapped in the leaf of an aromatic .plant,) 

and sprinkled ~vi~h rpse-wa~er .. . . 
As 'visits i~.the East are matters/of ceremony, not of kindness, 

they ar~ consid~d, as i. burden, on .the visitor, from which the 
person visited relieves, bim" 3tS 'soon. as he is satisfied with his com .. 
pany, 'by.ordering refreshments, 9r offering the paung, which is a. 
signal 'to depart .... 'fhe highest affront one can off~r to an Orien .. 
tal; is to refus'e his betel.', Bernier lelb a story of ~ young noble; 
'who, 'to'prove his loyalty, took a~d swallowed the paung from 
.Shah J eh~n, though he !mew it to be poisQned. 

'.' , October 20th.-HaVihg gone throng? the ceremony of receiving 
and returning Jhe, visi~ of !tIl the ladies of the settlement, I ~ave 
had an, opportun!ty: of' seeing most of the ~ European houses; and 
as 1 think OU~ own the most agreeable- residence I have seen~ I 
shall content myseJf with a description of#it, in order to give an 
idea'oran'In'diail dwelling. It is pleasantly situated on the side 
of a hill, on the, west side of Bonlbay, and .cotp.mands a view, of 
the greatest part Qf tl)e islan<l., . On the sum~lt are the,ruins of,a, 
burtgalo" 'once: ip.habitep. by Ragabhoy, during his exile from 
·Poonah,. wliiCll, w:ith the clefts in ,the surrounding rocks, afford 
5helter to a few half-starved. hy~nas, who do no other mischief 
than'stealing poultry and kids, and to innumerable jackalls~ whose 
barking in ~henight' is the greatest,. I. had almost said the only, 
,inconvenience we'feel here .as to situation.' The. bases of the 

. rocks' are concealed py the .wood,. which reaches quite down to 
.the plain,.,and is composed of the brab, the tamarin~ a~d mango 
irees"while here and there a little 5pa:C~ is c1ear~dfor it garden, 
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in \thich there are usually two or three gardeners houses. In our' 
walk last night, we discovered one of these little hill colonies, 
which had till then escaped our obs~rvation.. 'Ve, found, at the 

" principal hut, three very pretty children' playing round their. 
grandmother, who was sitting on the ground in a little viranda at 
tho end of the house, grinding rice for the ey.ening meal of the fa .. 
mily. The mill consists of two round flat, stones, in the lowe~ 

one of which there is a groove to let out the flour; the middle of 
.. ~ t lit 

the,upper one is inserted into a hollow in ,the other •. and is turned' 

by a wooden peg stuck into it, about one-third of the dianieter 

fcoln the edge. ' Three or four goats, with .their kids, were tied to 
stakes round the door, and a fe,v fOlds were running about in 
the garden. We sat by the- old woman while she made her bread, 

but at a ~ufficient distance not to pollute her cooking utensils ,or 
her fire.. Every vessel she used, though apparently clean before. 
sbe carefully washed., and then mixed her rice .. flour, with milk, "'" . . 
water.,. and. salt, when she beat it between the palms of ,her 
hand, till it lVa.~ round and thin, and. haked it ()n a, rOWld 
iron plare,., such as is'.\1Sed in Scotland for ,oat-cakes. . .nesid~ 
these c.akes t ;she prepared a few heads. pf m~ize, by rubbing off 
tllel chaff; and laying them in. the fire. to rpast for the fwnily. sup:
per. " At the lle~t hut, .the woma,n was grinding missala or curry 

~, on a flat smooth stone. :with a,nother ,shape~ like a rolling .. 
pin. ~s than an English halfpenny procures enough of turmedc, 
spice; salt, and ghee, to season.the whole pfthe rice e~n in a. day 
by. a labourer. hi$ wife, and nye or six cbildren.; the vegetabJe~ an,d 
acids he requires are found in e\!ery hedge. I The cuny Wa& cook
ed with as. much cleanliness as.the bread, and the inside of bpth 

t~e huts:.was beau tiful1J , peat. In: one cornet iniJeacb, a ~arge 
stone, with red powder1 sprinkled on it, stood as; a household god, 

, . 
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and before it were laid a few' groins of rice and a coco-nut as offeN 
. 
lOgs.. 

, But to return .to.the description of the house. "You enter it at 
one" end- of a viranda~ which goes round four sides of a large 
squate hall I where we dine; on each side .of the inner apartment 
are large glass door! and windows, so that we can admit or ex

clude .the: air as. we please.. The viranda .keeps off the too great 
g1are'~f the sun. and affords. a dry walk 'during the rainy sea"ion .. .. . 

It js about t}Yenty feet wide, and one side of it is one hundred 

fe~t long; the!OOf is supported by low arches, which. are open to 

th~ garden.. A~'one apgle of the tSquareformed by the viranda is 
tlw drawi~g.-ro.om" .,~hich . hatt ]j~ewise fa viranda. 011 three sides, 

tb.e.Jourthl baying a. Jarge bow ... window .overlooking. the garden. 
The offites are CQ~ect~,~tb the hoose.by a covered passage, 
~ud ,are. concealed by dri.ck. .shrubbery.. Most. of the courftry.bon. 
ses:..m Bombay->hav~. but one -.story; ours, ha~ two- The ,bed .. 

lPQms.,a~pve 8:fe well lighted and, .aired, and ha,:e glass:'" windowi 
within the V enetian shutt~) which are onl" used in the rainy 

seaSOll;:OI: during the land win,ds, which are cold and dry, and 
~re eaid.w. give, rheumatisms, and crampSy with .swelling, i£ they 
blow.: upon .one while, sIeeping.Our garden is delightful; the 
walks are cut in .the wood on the side 'of- the hil~.aIId co-yeted 
with ... mtaU 6m~helb from Ule beach of Back: ,Bay, instead of gra~ 
"el~ }Yhich, besides :tJle.advantag.e-.of drying quickly in Lbe.rni~,. 
~ ~~id to keep off snakes, whose.skins.ae .easily lVoun~
e.d.by the.sharp. edges. of the broken! shells. ,Oll each. side :of ,the 

w~ are led~ Qf brick,. chun~e(Lover, to prevent them from 
being ~troyed by. the moosoou nuns.. \Ve are a1wa'ys.sheltere~ 
frQm.th.e sun!~y·.lJle: fan-like he~ .of the pah~yras, ,whose taD 
coIu~ -stems afford a.free pasSage to tbe.air. and serve to sup-
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port an innq.merable variety ,of parasite, and creeping plants,: 
which decorate their rough bark with the gayest hues, vying with 

the beautiful shrubs which flourish'beneath,'and affording shelter 

to birds more beautiful than themsel ves. Some of these build in 

the sweet-scented champaka and the mango; and one, small as 
the humming-bird, fixes its curious ne~t to the,pointed tips,df tho 
palmyra leaf, to secure its young from the tre~snake, while flights 

of paroquets daily visit the fruit .. trees, and with their shrill voices, 
hail the rising SUIl, joined by the mina; the kokeela, and a fcw~ 

other birds of song. . , . 

At the lowest pilft of the garden is a long broad walk, on each 

side of which grow vines, pamplemousses, figs, and other fruits, 

alllong which is the jumboo, a ~pecies of rose-apple, with its flow

ers, like crimson tassels, covering-every' part of the '8tmn. Our 

grape~ are excellent, but we are .obliged. to: Dlake an artificial 

winter for them, to prevent .the fruit-from setting at the beginning 
of the rainy season, which would destroy it. . Every' leafy branch 

is cut offt and ,nothing is left but the ~tump, and one or two lead. 
ing branches; the roots are then laid bare and dry forI three:or 
f~ur w.eeks; at the end of which a compost of fisb, dead weeds, 

and earth, is hea perl round thein, the qoles filled up. and tb~ plants 

daily watered. 

.. At one .end of this walk are chunam seats, under sotne· fine 

spreading b."ees, with the fruit-walk.to the Tigbt.hand, and' to thp-. 

left. :fiow~r-beds filled with jasmine" rose~, and' tuberoses. while 

-the plumbago rosea, the red, and. whitC.ixoms,)wlth the :scarlet 
.wild mulberry, anq ,the ·.o]eand~r, mingle) their gay colourS with 

the delicate white of the moon .. flower and the D'logree. The beau

ty and fertiJity 9f t~is charming garden: is' kept up' by constant 
,.watering froni a. fine well near the l}ouse. ~. The"water is 'raised by 

1 
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a, wheel worked .by: a.,butralo; over. the wheel1Jwo bands of rope 
'paSs, to each. of !\vhich are tied eatthen pots, b.bout three or four 
feet, from each otPer,. w.hich dip 'into the wat~t as the wheel turns 
.them to . the bott6mJ and empty themselves as they go 'round, into 

&, trough, communicating with chunaul 'canals, leading to reser

'voirs in. different part's of the garden. jIn sliort, this would be a. 
little p~djse, hut 'for. the reptiles peculiar to the climate. One 
.of them, a white. worm of \he ,thickness of a fine bobbin, gets under 

~ t· " 

.the skill; and g[o,ws. to the length'of two or'three feet. Dr Kier 
thin~s the ~eggs are. deposited ·in the skin by the wind -and rain, 

.as they ar~ seldom :found to. attack those, who never expose their 

Jegs or.feet to, the exterpal. air, ~n<t generally 'appear in the rainy 

monsoon. ~f. th~y: ,are suffered to ,remain in the flesh, or if .they 
are· broken; :in tak~ng out, tJ:tey occasion' unpleasant sores. The 
native barbers :extract them ~ery,dexterously with a sharp pointed 
ins~ument, 'with wpich ~ey first. ~emove the sk~D, then graduaUy 

dig ,till they.seize the ,animars 'head, 'which ·they fasten to a 

'quill, round ;whi~h they roll the'worm, dl'awl'6g, out eight pr nine 
inches.daily, till the, whole ls. extracled~l 

" . 
- -Snakes, Jrot;U the ;enormous, 'rock-snake; ~h9 fi~t breaks .the 
-hones-of Iris prey~ by,.coi1ing~ro.u.nd it" ~n~ thep swallows it whole, 
to the}srilallest.of the··venomous ,tribe, gllde,abQut.in every direc .. 
tion.. ' Here-the Cobra-capella, whose' bite :is in almost every in

stan~e.ihortal, lifts. his-graceful, folds;, and· spreads·his Jarge mitny. 
colqured crests j. here too' lurk~;tbe s~all bright speckled .lcobra
manilla;t'whpse, fangs. :Convey instant death ~, 

,; .' ~ome experimen~ 'were tried '6~ wild dogs t~x~bsed io the bite of the cobra-ma.

mIla.. Th~ir ears were pfess~d between, two boardll~ and the tips then presented to 

the' snake; ~ho~bit them;' the parts were cut off ~ eXPediuously as pos~ble. but 'the .." , . 
dogs di~d in a few se~onds. ' 
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November ~t-The weather is now extremely pleasant; the morn
ings and evenings are so cool, that we carl take'long walks,' but 
the middle' of the day is still too hot to venture into the sunshine. 
The veget:'1ble fields are in great beauty; I saw last night at leait 
two acres c()vered with brinjaaJ, a species of solanum; the fruit 

is as Jarge as a baking pear, and is excellent either $tewed or 
broiled; the natives eat it plain boiled, or made into curr,.1 The 
hendy, ?llied hl the 'Vest Indies okrce, is a pretty plant, re5emw
ling a dwarf holyhock j the ftuit is 'ubout the length and t.hi'ckness 
of one's finger ;' it has five long ce]Js full of round seeds. 'Vhcn 
boiled, it is soft ~lIllllllucilaginous, lind is an excellent ingredient 
in soups, curries, und StCWS1 though I prefer' it plain boile~. All 
sort" of gourds and cucumbers 4re in great plenty, but this is 
early in the season for them. 'Scverrll plants' produce 'long pods, 
which being cut sma!), are so ex a ct]1 like French'beans, that 'one 
cannot'dis'cover thd difference, and they arc plentiful all thC'yeat 
l'oulid~ as are' spinadl,'antl a kind of cress which 'is boiled as 
gr~ns. 'Th~ comUlOn and sweet potatoes ate' texte11enti but' our 
best vegetable is the onion, for which Dombay js famous through", 
out the East. 'fhe peas and beans 'are indiffettllt, and' the cab. 
bage, 'carrots, and turnips, fi'om European' seed, are still 'scarce. 
sallad, pai'~ley"and other po'~hetbs, are :raised i6 oasket8 'and 
boxes' in' coo} shady plates; but celery thtives welJ, and, is blancw. 
cd by placihg two circular tiles 'tound the 'root., Twenty yeats . 
ago the'pota.toc was' 'sba~cely knbwh in India,'but it is rlow,pr04 
duced in such abundance, that the natives' in' some 'places' fuake 

con'siderable ~se of it. Bo~bay tis supp1i~d chi~fly with this ex·, 

,The eau de luce has' so~es Qlred tbe bite of tbe cobra-cape1ia, cb~t lluiv~ seen 
" « ~ i' I ~. / 

it fail" tbougb applied within 1ive mi~ute8 of the time 01 the bite. 
8 ' " 
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cellent root fronl'Guzerat, which .province also furnishes us with 

wheat. The bread is the best I ever tasted, both for whiteness and 

lightness; the I~st quality it owes to being fermented with coco-nut 

toddy, nq other being equal for that purpose. A little cheese is 
made in Guzerat, but it is hard and ill-flavoured, though the milk 

" -
of the 'Guzerat cattle is very good, and yields excellent butter. 

The market at Bombay is mostly supplied with buffalo milk and 

butter; the latter article, is insipid, and has a greenish hue, not 

very inviting to strangers. Our beef is tolerably good, though 

not fat; immediately. after the rains, that of the buffalo is the 
best, though its appearance is unfavourable before it is dresse.d, 

and E~lf(}peans .are in geperal strongly prejudiced against it. 
TheCmutton we get in the hazar is lean and hard; but either Ben

gal,or ~Iahratta sh~ep, -fed for six or eight weeks, furnish as good 

meat. as one finds in the, English' markets. The kid is always 

Vgood, and ~e poultry both good and abundant.. The fish -is ex~ 
cellent, ,;?ut the larger kinds are not very plentiful. The bumbelo 
is like. a large sand-eel; it is dried in the sun; .. and is usual1y eaten 
at breakfast: with: kedgeree, ,a', dish' of rice, boiled with dol . (split 
country: peas), land colpured 'with turmeric. The prawns are 

the ,.finclst l;'ever sawt( 'of an· excellent, ·flavour, and -as large as 

-....E!aw-fish:;, they 'are"lrequently. shelled, pressed fiat, 'ag.d dried. 
The island' is. ~oo: small tq furnish inluch game. but the r~d-legged 

\/partridge is ~ot uncbmmon, and :w~. sometimes see snipes. A
mong other. articles_of food, I!Dugbt _ to mention frogs, which are 

larger':hcie .tha:u 1 ever. saw. them, and are eaten by. the Chinese 

and.Portuguese'lbutLnot, I Ibelieve, hy any of the other inhabi-
Jants of Bombay. 

-The lower classes. o£natives.drink.la'great, deal or. arrack and 

bhang, an intoxicating liquor made from hempseed; there is also 
D 
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a strong spirit extracted froln a kind of betTy which I have not 
seen, called Parsec brandy; it has a strong burnt taste, which I 

• 
think particularly disagreeable, but of which the people are very 
fond. 

The other evening I followed a pretty child into a hut, where 
I found a native still at work. It is simply constructed. Round 
a hole in the earth, a Jedge of clay, four inches high, is J·aised. 
with an opening about half a foot wide, for the purpose of feed..; 

ing the fire. U POI1 the clay a large earthen pot is luted; to 
'its mouth is luted the lHouth of a second pot; and where 'they 

jo.in, an earthen spout, a few inches long, is inserted, which serves 

to let off the spirit ('ondensed in the upper~ar, which is kept cool 

by a person pourill~ ,vater constantly over ~t. 'Vhen I went in .. 

to the cottage, I found a wOlna.n sitting with a child in one arm, 

and with the other she cooled the still, pouring the water from a 
coco-nut shell ladle. She told Dle that she sat at her occupation 

from sunrise till sunset, and scarcely changed her position. 

'VhileJ was talking to her, her husband came home Jaden with 
toddy for distilling. lIe is a bandan, or toddy-gatherer. On his 

head was the ~Olnmon gardener's bonnet, resembling in shape the 

cap seen 'On the statues and gems of Paris, and called, I believe, 

the Phrygian bonnet j and at °his girdle hung the implements of 

his trade. It is curious to see these people climbing the straight 

stems of the palms. Havi~g tied their ancles loosely together, 

they pass a band round the tree and round their waist, and, pIae-o 
ing their feet to the root, of t~e tree, they lean' upon the band_ 

and with their hands and feet climb nimbly. up a tree without~ 

branches, fifty feet high, carrying with them a bill or hatchet .to 

make fresh Incisions, or to renew the old ones, and a"jar to bring 



Bombag.] RBSJDENCE IN' INDIA. 27 

down the toddy~ which is received in a pot tjed to the tree, and 
emptied every twelve hours.' 
': Before I left ~h.~ cottage, its inhabitants dressed themselves in 

,their finest jewels, for the purpose of attending a marriage~' I 
accPUlpanied them a little way to join the procession,_ which at a 
distan.ce looked like the groupes we see on antique bas-reliefs; 
in short, I ~very day fipd some ~races of the manners and shn
plicity of the antique, ages; but the arts and the yirtues that 
.adorne,d them are sunk in ~he year~ of ,sla very under which the 
devoted Hindoos have bent; these people, if they have the vir
tues of slaves, patience" Il!eekness, forbearance, and gentleness, 
,have their vices also. 'rhey are ~unning, and iI)capable of truth; 
they disr~gard th,e irpputations of lying and perjury, and would 
consider it foHy not ~Q practise \hem for their own interest. But, 

--------- where 
Easily canst thou find one m~serable, 

And Dot enforc'd oft-times to part from truth, 

If it, may stand him more in stead to 1ie, 
f# 

Say, and unsay, fawo, tlatter, or abjure ~ 

PAR. ;REO. B. i. I 470~ 

\Vith regard to the ~"9ropeans jn Bombay, ~he nlanners' of the 
inhabitants of ~ f0~eign colony are in general so, :well represented 
by ~hose of a copntry tpwn at home, ~hat it i~ hopel~ss to attempt 
1ll~king a description of ,thePl yery iq~testing, H.O'We:ve~, as it 
Jnay be gratifyjng to know ~ow little there is to satisfy ,curiosity, 
J spall endeavour to ~escribe .ol;lr .colonist,s. On out' arrival we 
dined with the governor,; at;ld foq.n~ almost all ,the: English- pfth~ 
settlement invited ~q .meet us. There were a g09d .m~ny. very 
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,pretty and very well dressed lVomen, a few' ancient belles" and 
at least three Inen for every lVoman. 'Vhen> dinner' was an
nounced, I, as the stranger, though an unmarried woman, was 
handed by the governor into 'a magnificent dining-room, former .. 

11' the chapel of the J esuils college, at 'One end of' which a tole

rable band was stationed to ,play during dinner. ,\Ve sat <lown 

to table abDut eight o'clDck, in number about fifty, S'O that con
versatiDn, unle~~ with 'One's next neighbour, was out of the ques
tion. After dinner, I was surprised thltt the ladies sat sO: long at 

the table; at lengLh. after everybody 'had exhibited repeated 

symptDms of weariness, 'One of the ladies, led the way into the 

saloDn, and then I discovered that, as the stranger, I was expected 
to move first. Docs nDt this seem a Iittle'barbarous

l

? I found- 'Our 
fair companions like the ladies of all the country towns' I know, 
under .. bred and over .. dressed', and, with the" exception of one or 

two, very ignorant and very grossiere. ~he men· are, in general, 

what a Hindoo would call of a higher ca$te than the women; 
and I generally find the merchants the, ,mos.t rational, compa

nions. Having, at a very early age; to depend: on their own men

tal exertions, they acquire a steadiness and sagacity which pre

pate their minds for the acquisition of a variety of information, 

to' ~vhich their commercial intercourse leads. 
, The civil servants to· government being,:in Bombay,. for- the 

most-'part young nlcn. are ,so taken up with.their own imaginary 

iinp()rtance,~that they disdain to learn, 'and'have nothing to leach. 
'Among' the 'military: I 'have· 'met' ,with tDnny Well-ihformed and 

. gentleman-like' perSons, hut still,' the' :great ;nnmbet ' of' 'men, an~ 
" the small number' of rational t!o'mpanidbs, ~'nlakdl a' deplorable 

prosp~t to one who'anticipates a·long tesidenc~ here. 
s 
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The parties in Bombay are' the most dull and uncomfortable 

meetings one can imagine. Forty or fifty persons assemble at 

seven-o'clock~ and stare at one another till dinner is announced, 

when the ladies ar~ handed to table, according to the strictest 

rules of· precedency, by a gentleman of a rank corresponrling 

to, their own. At table there can be no general conversation, 

but the different couples who have been paired off, and who, on 

account of their rank, invariably sit together at every great din .. 

ner, amuse themselves. with remarks on the company, as satirical 

as their wit will allow; and woe be to the stranger, whose ears are 

certain {)f being' regal~ with the catalogue of his supposed im

perfections and ~isfortunes, and who has the chance of .learning 

more of his: own 'history. ~thai1. in' all proba~ility he. ever knew be-. 

fore~l. :-After dinner:,the same topics' con.tinue to occupy the la

dies, '\vith the, addition, of lace, jewels, intrigues, and the lat~st 

faShidns; or . .if. there' be any' newJy.arrived young women, the 

making and breakin,g'matelies for them furnish employment for 

the .ladieS .of the rco1ony. till the arrival of 'he next cargo. Such 

is the' company. at an .English .Bombay feast. The repast itself 

is as .costly aSI possible,. and in such profusion .. ihat no part of 
the table-cloth~ remains -uncovered. '. But the dinner is scarcely 

touched,. as. every person eats a hearty meal called tiffin, at two 

o'clock, at home .. ! Each guest brings his own servant,. sometimes 

two or three; ~hese . are either P~ees or }Iussulmans. It ap

pears ,singular to a strang.er to .see. behind every white man's chair 

a dark, long bearded, turbaned gentIe~an, who usually stands so 

, clos~ to his. master"as to make no triflillg addition to ~he heat of 
, the apartment;, indeeQ. 1 wer~ it not for .. the punka, (a Jarge frame 

of wood covered .with cloth), ,which-.is suspended' over every ta

ble, arid .ktpt constantly swinging, iri order to freshen the air, it 
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'would scarcely be possible to sit out ,the melancholy ceremony of 
an Indian dinner. : 

On leaving the eating-room, one generaJly sees I.)r hears, in 
some place near the door, the cleaning of dishes, and the squab., 

bling of cooks for their perquisjtes. If they are within sight, one 
perceives a couple of dirty Portuguese (black men who e-cit pork 

apd wear breeches) directing th~ operations of half a dozen still 

dirtier Pariahs, who are scraping dishes and plates with tbeir hands, 

and then, with. the same unwashen paws, putting aside the next 
day's tiffin for their master's table. 

\_,/ The equipage that conveys one from a party, if one dpes not 
use a palankeen, is curious. The l{ght and. elegant figure .of the 
Arab horses is a strong contrast with the, heavy: carnages and 

, clumsy harness generally seen here; -the coachman is always a 

whiskered Parsee, wjth a gay coloured turban, and a nluslin or 

chintz gown, and there are generally. two massalgees, or torch ... 

bearers, and sometimes two horse-keepers. to nln before .one.: --On getting home, one finds a sepoy or peon walking round the .open 
virandas of the house, as a guard. '¥e have four of these ser

vants, two of WhOlll remain in lhe hous~ for twenty .. four hours, 

when they~are relieved by the two ,others. 'These men carry rues

s~ges, go to market, and attend to ,the, removal, of goods or furni

ture, but will, carry nothing themselves heavier than a small book. 

'r~e female servants are Portugt1~e, and they only act as laclies

maids, aU household work being done by men, as well as tbe nee~ 

dle"!work o(the family., '. ' , 

The derdjees, or taylors,· 1J? Bombay,are HiQdoos"of a respec .. 

table .caste, who wear th~ ~eJlaa.r. 1\ly derpjee~ ,a tall good~loo;king 
y~ung\ nlan, wears a fi!le wor~ed muslin gown, and a red :.or pur

ple turban bordered with gold. . He .works .. and cuts, -out beauti. 
~ ~ If • 

1 
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fully, making as tbuch' use of his toC!! as of his fingers in the last 

operation; his wages 'are fourteen, rupees a .. nlonth, for which he 

works eight hours a-day,; inferior worktnen receive from eight to 

twelve rupees. Besides the hamauls for the palankeens, we have 
some for house.hold,work; they make the beds, sweep and clean 

the rooms and fl1rnittirey and fetch water; on any emergency 
thej help the palankeen-bearers, and receive assistance frOnl them 

in return. For the lneaner offlces we have a Hallalcor or Chan
dela, (one of €he· most wretched Pariahs), who attends twice a .. 
day. Two ~Ia.ssalgees clean and light the lamps and candles, and 
carry torches before. us' at night. One of these is a Pariah, so 

that he, can clean knives, remove bones and rubbish, ,vhich his 

fellow·servant N ersti, who is of a good caste, will not do. N ersu 

fetches bread and flour, carries messages., and even parcels, pro
vided they-be not 'large enough to make him appear like a kooli 

or porter, and takes the greatest shate of preparing the lamps, 
which are, finger.;gIasses or tumblers half filled with water, on 

which they pour -the coco-nut oil, always ailculating it exactly 
td the number of hours the- lamp has to burn; the wick is made 
of cotton twisted round a splinter of bamboo. The native ma .. 

sons, carpenters, and blacksmiths, are remarkably neat and dex
terous in their several tr~des. There 'is plenty of stone on -the 
island for building, but a good deal of brick is used. All the lime 
herejs made' from shells; it is called chunam, of which there are 
many, kinds, 'one of 'which the natives "eat with the betel-nut. 

They are very particular in gathering the shells, no person takjng 
~vo different sorts; they are burnt separately,. and it is said 

'" that the chunam varies according to the shell it is made from. - , 

The Indian carpenter's -tools are so coarse, and ~~ native. wood 
is so hard, that one would ,vonder that ~ the work was ever per .. 
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formed. Almost every thing is done with a chissel and an axe. 

The gimlet is a long piece of iron wire with a flat point, fixed in. 
to a wooden handle consisting of two 'parts, the upper one of 
which is held in one hand, while the other 'is turned by ,a bow, 
whose string is twisted twice round it. The plane ~ small,. but 

similar to that of Europe, excepting that it has a cross stick in' 
the front, which serves as a handle for another lVork1llan~ two 

being general1y employed at one plane. As the comforts of a 
carpenter's bench are unknown, when a Hindoo wllnts to plane 
his work, he sits on the ground, with his partner opposite' to him, 
steadying the timber with their toes, and both plane together. I 
haye seen:- two of thl'l11 wOlking in this manner on a bit of wood 

a ~o_ot square, with a plane three inches long. Even the blac~
smiths sit down to do their work; dley dig a ,hole eighteen inches 
or two feet deep, in the centre of ,\ hich they. place the anvil, .so 

that they can sit by it with their legs in the boJel A pative of 
India- does not get through so iIluch work as, an European j but, 

tl~e nlultitude of hands, a~d the consequent cheapness ,of labour,· 
supply the place of the industry of Europe, and in most cases 

that of its. machinery also. I· saw the teak ma~n-tnast of the 

l\linden, a weight of not less than' hventy:totls, lifted and moved 
a considerable dist,ance by the kooJis or, porters., 111ey carried it 

in slings fixed, to bamboos, which they placed on tbeit heads cross .. 

wise, 'With one arOl oyer the bamboo, and the other on the shoul .. 
der of-the man inlIDcdiately. before; ip front 'oftbe whole march

ed 9ne to·guide and to clear the. way, for" when they have once 

begun ',to- move, ,t~e w'eight on the head .. prevents thCJll fronl see.
ing what is befof(~ them~ 

, In :aoiubay there are a good many Banyans, Qf travelling mer
cha~tst ',who come mo..stly' ii-om Guzerat, and -roanl about t the 
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conntry<.withi,tnuslins, "cottoh.c1othr> and :shawls"to -sell ... On 
openirig'dne of their.' bales, '.} »was 1 surprised' to find' at lea~t half 

of its!contentS' of .}3ritish"mf}nufactqre, and such articles were 

much1theapet than .thoSe of-equal fineness from Bengal and Ma .. 

dras.> IEltcepting a 'particular. kind, of chintz .made at Poonah, and 

painted:with gold ,and silver .. 'there are'no,'fine cotton-cloths made 

on' this, side of the> peninsula i; yet still it- seems ,strange, that cot .. 

ton icanied to England, manufactured. and, returned to this couu

,try, should 1Ut1d~elr the fabrics of Inqia, where labour is so cheap. 

But.l believe thisHs;1lwing partly to the uncertainty and'difficulty 

'of e~rriage here, although: the 'use of ulachinery at home must 'be 
the main, :cause. " The. shawls are brought her~ direct from Cash .. 
toeetj by -the 'D~tivlel mefcl!ilnts of that country, so that we some
tith~:get:them cheap, and ,be;lutifri1. ; ~l1e Banyans' ought to be 

Hindoos, ~hQugh ,I .. have ,known l\Iussulmans adopt the name, 

\vith' the profession ;': their distinguishirig~ turban is so forlned as 
to'p_resent the shape of a ,rhinoceros,' hom in fr-ont, and it is gene

rally'red; 

The Borahs: are an ,iriferior',sel 'Qf' travelling-m~chants. The in
side, o£ a: \ Borah's box:, ,iSl ,like .that 9f an English 'country shop, 

spelling-bo'ok~;1 prayer-books; lavendet.:.water, eau de luce, so~p, 
tapes;-scis$arS~ kgives,t neecUes"and:thread, make but a small part 

of the variety it I contains. . These people are M':lssul.ma:n~" very 

poor,-and:r.eputed thieves., ,The -profits -on their trade must be 
yery small; but the Banyans are often" rich1",aQ-d most, of them 

. keep.a 'Shop in' the~bazar, 'leaving 0069 partner to ~ttend:it, .while 

ihe, oHier goes his rounds~ attended' by.two or ~hree~' koolis,' ,with 
their loads; on their heads;. 

; 'It, re~inds t one of> :the L Arabian l!}ights > entertainments, .to, go 

'-through ,the' baza:fof.an'evening~ The ,vbole fronts :of, the -shops 
- , E 
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are taken down. and converted' into ,benches,. on. which the,goods. 
are disposed, and' each shop is lighted with at • ,least twP, lamp~ •. 
Here you see grain of every- description heaped up jnHeartben 
jars; there, sweetmeats of all sorts and shapes, ,dispo~~d in pile& 
on benches, or hung in festoons about.'the top and! ~idea .of the 
shop, which is commonly lined with chintz or dyed cottOD~ :Faf~ 

ther on, fruits and vegetables are laidlout to the.best. advantage; 
then- you come to the paling, or betel leaf. .nut, and chuna.n)j:rea~ 
dy for che\ving, or the separate IhateriaIs;: bey.ond'. are, shpp$ 

for perfumes" linens, oils, toys,. brass, and earthen 'wate, iaJI' set 
out in order, and the owner $itting ,bolt u'pright; -in ,the !piddle, of 
his sweetmeats or grain, waiting, for custom. The shops of the 
$chrojfs, or bankers, are numerous, in ,the bazar ; ! yOll ,see the mas ... 
ter sitting in the middle of his ;oloney table,' ·surtounded I by piles 

of copper and sihrer money, with scales' for weighing 'the rupees 
and other coins presented for change.. But. it is the bC!r~er~s shop 
that is always most crowdeu; being, particularly lat ,night; ,the . . 
great resort for gossip and news; the barbers the~selves. s~rn ~o 
enjoy a prescriptive right to ,bq lively, \vitty, and good' story.:tel
lers. ~ have ,seen SOllle exceUent butroo:n~· ·amo~g, tbem,. and a 
sl~p givell to ~ ,haW new-&n.aven, pate, ,in th~'prQper pattI of a 
story;' has' set, hillf,a,bazar.in.«,rQar. " ,'J1I~ b~rb~l'$ keep every bo-
dis holidays,-Hindoos, Jews, l\fijl$sulmailS~ Armen.ians, Portu,:, 
guese, and English,-;-and reap Jl. gQQd harvest Ilt eac~ by their c~ 
mic way of begging, 
, ,On, first, coming . here, , ,one. would :iJ;nagin~,: tbat ~ode ) of the 
people ever: slept nt:'night.; for~ besidea that .the ~opper~roiths and 
blacksmiths generally work all night, and ,s]eep:.aILday. do,:ae:
coun~ Df the:' beal",there, are ·processiQils ,:going: about rfrom ' sunset 
ti~l sunriset~ .. with,.tom-tQms, {&,tnaU idrums;) :keitle .. drums, .. c!taus. 

i 
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vin~, 'pipes, and ft· kind, bf large, brazcll' trumpet, which requires 
two people to' carry' it; .making ~t()getherr the most horrible din I 

ever heard. These processions, ; with . the picturesque dresses of 

the nat1v~s, and, theit . graceful· attitudes; the torches carried by 

childrel1j,and the little double' pipe blown by boys, whose wild

neSs might make them~pass. for ~atyrs, put, 'one:strongly in mind 
of the anciel1t: Bacchanals.', ,It is usually on account of marriages 

that these noctutnal feasts are held; ,-then they are in honour of a 
god \.hey take' place: in" tIle 'day~' "hen the' deity is carried on a 

litter in triumph t with bannerS before and behind, and priests car· 

rying flowers,·and milk and rice, while .hardly any-one joins the 

processlori witbout an offeli.tig~~ All1this 'looks 'Very well at a dis

taiice~: but 'when -one comes 'near, one is shocked at the meanness 

and in~Iegance of the gOd, arid 'at the filth and wretchedness of 
his ~otaries.,:, ' 

- 'Vith'oneprocession, however, I was'much pleased ~ it took place 
a month ago in 'the breaking' 'up of the' monsoon, when the sea 

became 'open for navigation., 1 It is called ~he ·Cpco.nut feast, and 

is~ I believe; peCuliar io I -this coast.. '. About' an hour before sun

set~ an immense concourse of people assembled on the esplanade, 

where booths' were erected, with all kinds of conlIDodities for sale. 
All the rich nativ'es appeared in their "carriages, and the display 

of p~rls and jewelS was astol!.ishing: Ai' sunset,' one of the chief 
Brami~s advanced ,tc?wards" the sea; -and'- going ,oui a little way 

.upon,a ledge of rock, be,launched a.gilt'eoco-.nut; in loken that 

th¢: sea was'· noW: become navigable; immediately,'thousands of 

Coc().1}uts. were: seen swimming ;in . the bay; 'for every priest and 
. every master -of a fjtmily was;. eager to make his' offeting. The 

evenirig closed as usual: ,~th 'music,. daIicibg, and exhibitions of 
tumblers, jugglersl and tame shakes~, The tuplblers, are usualll 
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from Hydrabad, the jugglers from l\{adras, .~nd the ,exhibitions 
of. snakes are common in every part of India. The a'giljtYj and L 

strength of the tumblers, particularly the women"surpassed every 
thing I ever saw; but the sight is rather curious, than plea$ant. 
The tame snakes are nl0stly cobra·capellas; at the. sQund_ of .a 
small pipe, they rise on their tails, and spread their. hOdds t ad., 

vance, retreat, hi~3, and pretend to bite, at the word of command, 
The l{{:'cpers wi~h it to be believed that they have the po}r~r of 

charming this animal, and preventing the bad eff~ct.s Qf ~ts bite; 

but I looked into the mouths of severa1, and found .the . tc:eth all 

gone, and the gums nluch lacerated .. , The me,thod· .sometimes 
used to extract the lLrth, is to .throw ,a pi~c~ of rtxl clQth to the 
snake, who bit.es it 1uriously ; the keeper then takes him: by ,the 

head, and holding his jaws forcibly.together~ tearll out the clolh, 
and with it the teeth. The cobra-capella is from si~ to,·twelvd 

feet long; it is held in great veneration by the natives, who caU 
it a high caste ~nake, and do not willingly suffer;it to be d.estroy
ed. ,There is a yearly feast and procession in. honour of the 
snakes, when offerings of mjlk, rice, and sugar, ~re made, to 
them, and money given to the priests, who, .'On -these occasions, 
b.uild;rustic teQ1ples of bamboos and reeds in the fields. 

" Novemb.er ,20th.~A few days ago. I was' fortullatc eUQugh- to 
make ori~ {)f a party, assemhle~ fOf: the purpose of hearing from. 
tbe;Dustoor·I\1oola Firoze an account <oi.the actua}.~tate .of the 
Guebres, or- .Parsecs in India •. The. Dustoor i~ the, chief.priest of 

. his"sect iq)lombay,; he' is a' lnan of. great learning;-, he;,passed 
si~yeafS:in Persia, or" as: he, more c1ass~canY'calls'it, ·lraun, two 
of which· were spent at;'Yezd,.,the-, ,only place where, th'ei l\lussul .. 

J.lian. gov.emmeilt ,tolerates a; G;uebre rellege.. . His: .m~nnetsL arc' 
, .... '-' 
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distingui$hed, and hi~ person -and addres:i pleasing. He is a tall 
bandsom~~miln,' oftlie middie. age, 'with a .lively and intelligent 
countenance,; his dress is.a ,long white muslin jamma, with a 
cummerbund or. sash ,bf beautiful shawl;, another shawl was rolled . . 
round bis high black cap, 'aQd a, band _of crimson velvet appeared 
between it and his.broW'. 
, ' The fragments .of the. ancient books, of Z()1'oaster or Zerclusht, 
still ,extant, have, been ,introduced ,in. Europe by IVI. Anquetil, 

u,Qd~x: the na:me pf the. Zeruiallcsta; ·and there is a good deal of 
interesting matter concerning the establishment of Pyrolatry in 

P~rsia" in theChevaUer. D'Ohsson's Tableau Historique de L'O

r~~nt,. chiefly 9P.the authority of the Shah Nameh of Firdousi $. 

But 1. 4,0 ·n~t. know that' the.re ,is any ~Gcount of the present state 

,of.su~h of the· Guebres .as are s,ettled in India; '1nd as these peo-
ple fo~m. the richest cJ~ss of inhahitan~s in Bombay, I have taken 
som~ pains to colleft what info~mation l could concerning them, 
.bo~p. fra~n l\foola ,Fj!'Qze ~nd o~her indiviquals of the nation. 
. It appears that there have been two legishttors of the name of 

Zoroas~er, one .o~,wh'?m lived iJ;l times, of suc.h remote, antiquity, 
that U9 dependence~c:.an ,he I placed o~, the traditions cOQcerning 
himT . The.la~~ flourished:~ late .as t~~' reign of Darius the son 

~f,C~~by~es •. 1;Ie;a~p~rs to, have reforme4 t~e religion of his 
.. cQun~ry* .. wpic.h t~ere ~ ~e:a~n ;t~Jhink. w~s -till that time the 
~~1D~ wjth tpat, of Ind~~; ,to have puilt, ~e first fine , temples; .and: 
J;() have writt~n. t~~ bo.o,ks -of: ~qebrc la\ts, ,o( 'vhic,~ on')1 some: 
~~gm~D:~ reJI}aip. t-, 

~ .F~~ ,a? ac~~~nt,of ,tbe Shah.Nameb, see ,Appendix~ 
.. ~, • \ ~ r ~. , .. \ 

~ \ See, , curious traditioual account of Zerdus~t ,in Her~,er(. ,TraveJ5~ pp. 48~ to p4.' 

'Thls amuSing ttavellet ~ves, an account of tbe Parseea of Guzerat, a~ ,he fQund them 
~he~' h~ '~ccooip~riied s~ Robe~t' Shirly 00 his 'i;.st e~~sy to Persia. ' 
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The Parsees acknowledge a, good principle undet the name of 

Hormuzd, and an evil principle under that at' 'Ahrimane. Sub
ordinale to Hormuzd, the ferishta, or- angels, are :charged with 

t,he creation· and preservation of the maierial wo~ld. The sun, 
the moon, and the stars, the years, the· months, 'and the days, 
have each their presiding angel; angels attend on every human 

soul, and an nngel receives it when it leaves the body. ]Iyrh, 
.ot lfitltra, is the ferishta to whom'this itnportant charge IS assign

ed, as well as that of judging the dead; he IS also the guardia!l 

of the sun, and presides over the sixth month, and the 'sixth day 
of the month. 'fhe good ferishta have corresponding 'evil genii, 
who endeavour to counteract them in all their functions; 'they 
particularly, encourage witchctaft! ,and 'willingly hold' converse 
with enchanters of both sexes, sometimes revealing truly the se
crets of fUlurity for malicious purposes. As in other countries, 
the old, ·the ugly, and the' miserable,. are' stigmatized a's' witches, 
and the Inpian Bramins are regarded by the Guebres'as power-

ful magicians. ) d 

Fire is the chief object of external worship 'among the Parsecs. 
, ' 

In' each atsh.khmteh, or fire-house, ,there are' two fires~ one of 

which it is lawful for the vulgar to behold, but· the other, ut:;]". 

baharam, is kept in the m~st'secret and holy part of the temple, 
and is approached only by the 'Chief dustoor ;' it must not be lTi .. 
sited, by the light of the sun', . and the chi~iie'ys for carrying off 

the smoke are so constructed' as to 'exclude his rays.' I The atsb .. 

baharaln must be composed of five different kinas' offire~ among 

'Which I was surprised to hear the dustoor mention that of a fu-• • 

neral pile, as the Guebres expose their dead; pui h~ told me'that 

it was fOmlerly lawful to ~eturn tJ!e body' to ;any of the four ele. 

ments; that ~s. to buty it in the earth. or in the water, to 'bum, 
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or tq ~xp~se it" but tha~ the Jattef<'. ,only i,s, now practised; conse-
, , 

q~eQtJy, i{the,atsh .. baharam,·goe$ ,out~ they must travel' to such 

n&tio~Slas, burA their. dead, to ,procure the necessary ingredient, 
to r~~in~l~ i~, 'VlIen the last;atsh .. khaneb :was built in Bombay, 
a, po{tipn of thtl &a,c(eq fire was brought frOID the altar at Yezd, 

in &; gQld~:g cen~er, by I~nd1 that it might not be -exposed to the 

peril$ of the sea. ,. . 

The- sun ,and: the sea partake with! fire in the adoration of the ... , 

G:u~br~ "Their: prayers .called .zem;em~, .are repeated in a low 

murmuring tone, with the face turned towards the rising or the 

setting"6u.ll,. and obeisance is 'made ,to the sea: and to the fun 
moon. The P~l'see year is divided' into' twelve lUIlar ~onths, 
with intercalary. days, but ~here is no division of time irito. weeks. 

The fe~tivals are. the nQwroze, or,day.of the· new year, 'ahd six 

follQwing days}. the nrst of every, mon~h ; , and' the day on which 

the name of the. day. and that of the month .agree" -when ·the 

same ferishta. presides ,over both, ". 
,4 Pats~e' marries· but one wife, excepting }Yhen he has no; chil-

dren; then;with'the consen,t oLthe first, he.may take a second. 

An adopted., .child .inherits· equally with' :legitimate clu1dren; 

but, if there, be none" befof(~ all .otqer relations.. ,The rleath 

of aJ~ther .is:ob~erved as an '~nnuill festival. Tlie,hody must noL . . 
touch wood after de,ath; it is accordingly laid upon an iron bier, 

·to be conveyed'to the reposiiolY for the,dead, where' it is left ex-
t 1" • 

posed'to the air till it" 1.s ,co~,sumed~' ~n.Bombay these reposi(o-
lies are .~quar~ inclosures, surrou~4ed by. high walls; the ~u)gar 
Pf1i-see~ ~upe~~titiou~ly watch the corpse, to see wpich ey~ is Ji,rst 

devoJlre~ by the birds, and thence augur the happi,ness or misery 
of· the soul" · 
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The sacred books arc,in the Zend and Pehlavi Jahguages, both 

ancient dialects of Persia. The fragments of these which escaped 

during the troubles that followed the Mahomedan Conquest of 

Persia, are all that the Guehres have to direct eithe~ their prac
tice or their faith; and where these are found insufficient, the 

dustoors supply rules from their own judgment. The chief doc

trines of the remaining books respect future rewards and punish
ments, injunctions to honour parents, and to marry early, that 

the chain of being he noL interrupted, and 'prohibitions of mur

der, theft, and adultery. 

, 

, 'Vhcn the "Guebrcs were driven from their own country' by the 

l\Iussulmans *, a considerable body of them resolved to seek a 

new land, and accordingly put to sea, where they' suffered 

great hardships. After attenlpting to settle in' various places, 

they at length reached Sunjum in Guzerat, ,and sent their chief 

dustoor, Abah, on shore, to ask an asylum. This was' granted 

by the Rajah on ,certain conditions, and a treaty to the following 

effect,was drawn up: 1ne Guebres shall have a place allQtted to 

them for the performance 'of their religious and burial rites; they 

shall have lands for the maintenance of'thenlselves and their fa

milies; .they shall confonll to the Hindoo customs with regard to 

marriages, aDd in their dress; they shaH ;not carry arms; they, 

*' The conquest of the kingdom of Fars, or Persia, took place in the .e,enlb centu
ry, when Yezdegerd, the Jast king of the dynasty of Sassao, was overcome by the Ca .. 

lif Omar, and forced to take refug~ in the mountains of Khorassan, where, after main

'taining himself for some time, he died, A. D. 652. A. H. S'l~ and in tb~ 21st year of 
'the Yedegerdjan ~ra. His grand-daughter became- tbe wife of'the Mus8ulman ru1e~ ~t 
Per~ia" ~bo thus claimed ,the rjght of inheritance, as ",ell as that of c:onqueat; over 
the kingdom. 

8 
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~hall'speak the' language ,of Guzerat, ihat they tnay'be.come as 
one' peOple !with' the original ihhabit~nts <; and they shall" abstain 
from ~llihg:b.t1d -eating the cow:: ,To these conditions the Parsees 
.have:scrrlpulously'adhered, and the! 'have always been faithful 
tQ iheir,pro'ie~tont" . 
~ >The Parsees ,iIi, British India enjoy every p'rivilege, civil and 

4'eligious. 'They are governed ,by their own panclwit, or village 
councit I' JIbe < W'Ord' 'panchait literally means a council of five, 
but that of the Guebres in BOlllbay consists of. thirteen of the 
principal merch~nts of the sect; these were chosen originally by 
the people, confirmed by the government, and ,have continued 
hereditary.: Tllis little council decides all questions of property, 
subject;, however; to ;an 'appeal to the recorders court; but an ape 
-peru seldom, happens, as the panchait -is Jealous of its authority, 
abd is' consequently cautioQs in its decisions. It superint~nds 
all marriages and 'adoptions, and inquires in~o the state of every 
individual of the community; its mmubers would think themselves 
disgraced if tany Parsee were to'receive '3:ssiitance from a person 
'of a different· faith'; accordingly, as soon as the children· of a. 
poor mati "are old enough to, marry, which,. in conformity to the 
'Hindoo custom,ls at'fife or six years of age, the chief 'merchants 
subscriBe'~ sufficient' sum' to' portion the' child; in· tases of sick
ness, they support' the individual or the family, and\ maintain aU 
the' widows 'and fatherless. - . 
" 'The' panehait .consists ,both' of dustoors and Jay~eij; all reli
~ious' ~rerdo~ies lUid festi;als come' under 'it& cogrU~nce, toge-
ther' with the care of the lenlples,ithe 'adjusting:the almanack, 'and ' 
ihe- subsistence' and life; of the 'dogs: I could not leal'Q with cer ... 
taint.f the "ong~ of -the 'extreme 'veneratio.n or: the Parsee~ for this . 
'anima!! every roomingl the rich' :merchal1ts employ.kooijs. t<;l go 

:P 
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round the streets with baskets ,of provis~on' .fQt .the :Wild, dogs j 

and, when a Parsee is dying, he must have a: ,dpg,in his'cham. 
ber to fix his closing eyes upon. Some believe that ~he ,dog 

guards the soul, at the moment of its separation frolIl the body. 
fronl the evil spirits; others say that the veneration for, the dogs 
is peculiar to the Indian G~ebres, and that· it 'arose from their 

having been saved from shipwreck in their emigration to .India, 
,by the barking of the dogs announcing their approach to the land 
in ,a dark night. 
. 'fhe Parsees usc some solenlnities when, they na~e their cml .. 

--drell; :~hich is done at five or six months old .j. when, tJte .JIluslin 

shirt is Pltt-op.. the firbt time, a sacred fire is lighted, prayers . .a~~ 
r~peated, and the nQ.(IlC is give:p. Since. their interc~~rse witl). 

, , 
,Enropeans, they persist in calling this: ceremony· christening" be-
cause it is perforrncd when the first or propa name is . given; the 
second name is a patronymic; thus, NorQzejeeJ'Umsheedjee, is N()'-

.. !,ozejee the son \ of J unlsheedjee. 
/, The Parsees are the richest individuals on. this side of Ipdia, 

,and, most of the gTeat merchants are ·partners. in British commer,. 

cial houses. They have generally two or three fine !louses, be--,sides those they let to the English; they l,\.eep a :nuIDl?er of car-

riages and horses, which they lend wil~iDgly, not only tQ .Euro.. 
.peans,:but. to .th~r own poor relatiQDs, whom they always sup

port. They often gil-e dinners to the E,nglish gentlemen, and 
drink,a'great ,deal of wine, particularly ~Iadeira. The Guebre 

:n-;omen enjoy Inore freedom than pth,er; o~ie1}tal f~a1es, ,but they 
have not yet thought of cultivating ~heir JIlinds.. Per4ap~· this is 
owing in great measure to the.early marriages ,which, in .compl~

ance~with·tbe Hindoo ~ustoms, they, cpptra(;~. ;,.By be~omi~g the 

property. oftbeir·husbands .ill: th~ir: jnf~ncy, th.~i: never tQjn~: qf 
, . 
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acquiring a furthpr share, \ of. ·fheir,. affection, ,and, with the hope 
of pleasing,! 'puc, great,incitement lto."mental improvement is'cut 

off •. 
:Some days~ago,i:we ';UI ,spent an evening with the family of 

Pestenjee{13omarijee,tfor. they admi~ :men,'as fwell as women to 

the ladies~ apartments.. Th~ women were tair and· handsome, 
lYithlpleas~g manners:;, they were loaded with ornaments, parti
cularly;,the.'largest and finest pearls.I ever ,saw. Pes ten gee's 
grandson, a'child of seven 'years 'Old~ wjth his little wife, two years 
younger,.appeared with:strings .of pearls. as large as hazel-nuts$ 
beSides.~five or :six }ong:row.s, :of, the' size of peas,. and beautifully 

regular"given'td ~em on: \heir,malTiage, which, happened a few 
month51ago,:on a:luck, d~y and:in a lucky month;, for the Par .. 

see$, like-~the; 'Hindoos; . regulate . .all: A;heir- action$ by the motions 
'. . 

and co,~ngutatiQns of the I stars, Ofll:ather by the interpretations of 
tbel asttologer~.. lt is upt uncommon: for ,a rich ,man to spend a 

l~ck:Qflfu'pt!es~,(abouf,.tw.elv~ .. thouSa.lldJivelbundre<l: pounds ster .. 
Ilt}.g);~,tttl\e'fil"ni3gQ< .. ~f:a:chUd.': :Streetst ,~qt.h;carpeted and' cano

piedtwith: C.O!t9o clQ\h, cQnfect\Qllary an.d , fruit, 'scattered among 
the- popmace,,1 feasting fOf, several ,clays for all ranks o£ people" 

P~QG~&ionJi~apcL 'fite-wpr.k$-. .altnigbt~,aJldl 'whole,; bazars illuminat~ 
ed, besides gifts to relations and dependent_s. accountJor th~ im

llle.p~~l ~QIJlS, ~pe~t ,on.these .oCcasiOns.: " The little bride and bride-. , 
~()Oro./ bor.ne,,~Ii~aJl( o{QaJl)ented, palankeen,. ,covered with: jewels' 

~Qf.tf).QW¢1:&t;pr~Geded~ bYI bannef3 and musica~, instrument~'t and 
fpll~nvl:(lrp'y ~JiQ.wd~19fi,peopl~lt~eemdike, -little :victiins going to" 

~~riti¢~'t;a~.l~~$J. ~itaJtQQ~;hdp tOASi~erjn'g them in: that light .. 
V IJiJrhe: gr,a,ndfath~{· ~ pf, J?estengee :was Lowjee, who camtt from 

G~~er~tt..tp) ~Qtl\,in:'j~h~~Qck-Y4rd JJS,a., ,day~labourer,; ,but ',having. 

g~J).iU~iH-n~ltpelp..~v~tap~~'J h~, Illad~ .:hi\llself ,maste,(jQf.. \h'e art of. . ' 
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ship-building. and was employed by the" CoI1lphnj: as;master .. 

builder. He bas transmitted his talents with .hisl:p1ace to his 
-__.B .. 

grandson Jumsheedjee, who is now at the head of the dock ... yard~ 
where I visited him, and 'was conducted ,by him.all over. the l\fin .. 

den, the firslline of battle ship ,he .ever, built, ,with! the' priqe of .n: 
parent exhibiting a favourite child. It was singular enough ,at: 
first to see all the ship-wrights in white muslin: dresses" caulkirig 

the ship with cotton instead of oakUln. An the. workmen in. the 

yard are Parsecs, and the gr~tcr number come· from ,Guierat, 
where they leave their families" and, come'to Bomb~y for a: few 
months or years, savmg their wages carefully; dod, mostly,subsist

ing on what they carll by chance .. work,. till :they have' amassed a' 

sufficient sum, to go home and sel up a. /trade fOT ,tbemsclvcs. 

Jumsheedjee is a clever workman, -but his sdn:NofOzejee .has 
more science; and I am told that .his draughts. have yery great 

metit. Thls young man testifies. the greatesi .desire to,' visit the' 
great English yards, but lIis father cannot .spare ·him fl'o'ttl'Bom..; 
bay. The 'whole family, inc1uding Pcstengee and IIormu~djee~' 

th,e' brothers of Jurosheedjee. speak 'and write' English so we1l, 

tha~ if,l did not see'their dark faces and foreign dress, Qr read 
their unusual names· at the end· of a letter, I should"never guess, 
that tltey were/not Englishmen. '. 

,/" 

V The Parsees are in general a handsome large, pe()pl~tl but they 
~ave a more vulgar air than the:othet 'natives.j,theYare extreme;.. 
ly active and enterprisil1g, and are· liberal' in·,their'Qpinions, and 
less, bigotted,to their ow~·tustoms* milnn~ersi a:rid"dress~'lban most 

-!!,ations. :Of their hospitality and qhafitable<iiJpositions,·'the. foJ-: 
, lowing' i~ an instance~' "During th~·. famine; that: ideSolated 'Inaia 
iQ' ~hc years '1805 .and .1,806" the':Parsee ~ metcba~t Atdeseer ',Da.: 
dee, fed five thousatld,pbor.peclons fotthree nionths!at~ ~;u\Vnl 

1 ' 
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e~pense, 'besides' other I liberalities' . to the starving people. The 
Parsecs are lthe ~hief landholders in Bombay. Almost all the 
houses and gardens, inhabited by· the Europeans are their pro
p~y;. and, Pestengee told ,me that he recei\'ed not less than 
L 15,000' a-year in' rents, and that ·,his'brother received nearly as, 
much. -

, November 24.-At-length·we have 'accomplished a visit to Ele .. 
phantat and its wonderful excavations; hut as a description of 
these, and the sculpture that adorns them, would not be intelli. 
gible ,without ~t leas~ a ,sli~ht previous --acquaintance with the 
principal gods of Hindostan, I .shall set -do.wn a bdef ;lccount of 
them before I ,describe. the-cavern. -

• ,-<, rrhe ancient system of l-eligiODt in India, seems to have been far 
from. admitting the multitude: of persons now, worshipped 4{:. 

"" • w~( I~ is ~niversaI~J knorn t~a\ t~.e Hin~.o~~ are di~idea ~to various sects~ but their 
characteristic differences are not perhaps 80 generally ·undersio~d. Five great sects 

excIl,lsively worsbip a single deity; one ~ecognizes the- d:~ divinities which are adored 

bi the other sects respectively; b~t the f~Uower8 of this comprehensive scheme mostly 

select ODe object of daily devotion, and'payadoration to'the other deities on particu

lar occasio'Ua. . Ev~n they deny lhe:c'harge of polytheism, ana repel th~ impu~tion.of 

idolatry; they justify tbe'pnctice. of adoring th~ ~mages ftf celestial spirit$, byarg?:

plents ,simi~ar to ~hos.e wb~ch have b~n else~here employed in su~port of image wor

ship., If the, doctrine~ of the Vedas. and even tbose of the Puranas, be closelyexa-
.... I ~"")o. \ 

mined, the Hindo<? theology wiJI be found co,uistent monotheism, though it contains 
'th~ seeds of poJj~hei~m aDd iJolab-Y.,,· ' , '. , 

j COLE'BltOOX, Note 00 i)th Art. Vol. 7. As.' ReB. ' 

The five great sects are; Saivils, adoring Siva or. Maha Deo; the Vaispavas" ador
IOg,Vishnu; the, Sauras,- Surya !3r, die 8Ull.; the, GaDepa~yaB. or Goss~~~sl ,Gu~putli 

~ or Ganesa; and the Sactis, Baw.~ec; or' ~ar~ati. The Bhag~vates opght to recognize 
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Brehm was the only one, the eternal, the almighty. His energy 
exerted, djvided, and personified, became, Brahrna to create7 

Vishnu 10 preserve, and Siva to destroy; thus the three greatest' 

8.nd most striking operations of nature, became the offices of. p~ 
culiar gods. .But as thmgs once created are never wholly de

stroyed, and their elements appear again in other forms, Siva the 

destroyer is also the god of reproduction, and the creating power 

of 13rahnla lies dormant till it shall be exerted in a new formation 
of the world. ACl'ordingly Ius tenlples are fallen into decay, and' 

I Ibe1icve that he is beldom or never now adored. Each of these 

three gods is provlded with a sacti or wife, who partakes of 'the 

nature and offices of her husband, and is considered:as his active 
power or energy. IIavlng advanced so ~far ,towards polytheism, 

it was natural to tllultIply the gods, as the operdtions of: nalUre 
and tl)e, wants of tuankind came to be observed and felt.; land 

while the legislators and priests might adore but one god in spirit, 
and ~n truth, his personi~ed attributes would indubitably be 'wor .. 
shipped as j'ndependcnt deitIes by th~ vtiigar. 

In the <;.ommon m'y~hologicaJ accounts of the creation, Vish~u 
is fabled to have slept on the serpent AQnanta pr eternity,) float"! 
ing on the face Qf the milky ocean. 'Vhen ,the work of creatiQn 
,vas to, be performecr, Brahm a sprang from a lotus- growing on 

tne navt:1 of Vishnu,· and' produced the elements, fonned the 

wor~(f, ,an;d g~vc ~irth to the human race. From different llarts 
... r ) .' 

of his body he produced the Bramins or priests,'. tne 4etries or 
I It. : ~ 

Wfl,rriQTs" the:V a,isyas or .tners;Qfl.Dts" a;nd the Soodras or hus-

aU these deities 8$ 6ubordihate to. the Supreme Being, or' rather a'l bit attributes, but 

1he greai,~r part of them are' teal polYth'e~sts. There ill all inconsiderabIe' sect, of gym. 
noaophjllts~ cal1ed Lingis,' ",'1io ado;e Siva exclusivel" 

Jl 
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bandmenr; which' four original castes, by intermarriages, and by 
the adoption 'of different trades, have multiplied exceedingly. 
Bl'ahma is often represerited with four faces, when he is called 

Choturmooki.; he" is sometimes seen, studying. the vedas, which he 

holds in one hand, while the other three are employed holding 

his beads" and sacrificial utensils; he generally sits on a lotus. 
. I The' wife of Brahma is Ser-as wati, also caned Brahmanee; she 

is the goddess of arts, and eloquence, and is often invoked with 
Ganesa ai,the .beginning of books. As the· patroness of music, 

she'is sometimes represented. with a vin t in her hand. Menu, 
and ten other lawgiv~, are the children of Brahma and Seras .. 
wati; from Menu and his wife the earth was peopled, and ~Ienu 

gave to his descendants: excellent laws, but they did not abide by 
them.; therefore other ~Ienus have at different times been born, 

. to recall mankind to the b~lief and practice of their ancestors. 
Among the animal creatIon, the goose, the emblem of wisdom, 
is sacred to S~raswati, who, as well as Brahma; is often seen rid
ing on-it, when it is called their vahan or v~hicle. 

Siva .is ,vorshipped more-generally than any 'of the other dei~ 
ties... ftis princip;tl n~mes .are, Doorghatti, [sa, Iswara, Hurr, 
Hudrd, and Maha Deo. Under the last name, all his temples on 
this side of India are dediC!lted to him as the god of reprQduc
tion. As Rudra he is terrible,. and delights 'in sanguinary s~cri-, 
fiees, particularly the aswa-medha or horse sacrifice, and. the nara

'lTiedha; or human sacrifice • 

.. Both the Hindoos and ~ussulmen use strings of beads for the purpose of COUllt., 

ing their prayers. 

t Fi~, a m~icat instrument played like the guitar; it consists oJ a long boara', on 

which ~he. strings of iron wire are placed, with ,I,' hollow gourd at each end, as a sound; 

ilJg:hoard. 
, . 
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The wife of Siva is Paroati, or the mountain-born. Her Celes

tial name is Doorga or active virtue; as Bhawani, she js female 

nature on earth; and as Kali, she is an infernal goddess, de1igbt~ 
ing in human sacrifice, and, like Rudra, wearing, a' chaplet 'of 

skulls round her neck. The residence 'of Siva and Parvati is 
I{aylassa; their constant attendant is the bull Nundi, who is 

usually placed at the gates or in the courts of 'their temples. ' In 
the character of Doorga, Parvati is al\Vay~ attended by a lion. 

Kartikeya, or Su;ammy-kartic, and Ganesa, are the ;children of 
Siva and Parvati. Kartikeya is the god of war, and leader of 

the celestial armies; he is tnounted' on a peacock.' He has six 

faces, and is fabled to have been nursed by the six Kritikas, or 

stars 'of the PleIades, who are the wives of the Rooshis, or stars of 

the constellation of the Great Bear. Ganesa is tbe god of wisdom; 
he is often the god of fortune, and presides over the limits" of 

fields. He is' represented very fat, with ·the head of an elephant, 

having sometimes two and sonletimes four faces.' He holds in 

his hands a cup containing round cakes, whicn he appears to be 

eating, and the ankasa, or hook used by the' drivers of elephants, 

which has'been taken for a key, and suppos~d to confirm the 

identity of'this god' with Janus. Ganesa is in voked the first iii 

all sacrifices, and'aU writings begin with his name. He is always 
attended by a rat, the emblem of forethought. " ' 

Vishnu, 'the preserving deity, exclusive of hi, names in' his se. 

veral awatars, is .Nari1!Jun, or moving on the ocean, SltTeedher, 
Gcninda, and Hari. IIis wife is Luckshemi, the goddess or' for
tune, called!, al~o Kamala~' or the l()tuS-:bor~, having sprung on ~ 

lotu~ from the ocean. ' She is the godde~s of beauty, and pre

sides over marriage. 'Her son Camdeo is the god of beauty and' 

of love. It is related in the Ra~ayuna, that Ca~deo or Kqn-
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durpa, h~ving presumed to wounel Siva, while with uplifled arnl 
he was engage«l in sacred austerities, the in<~ensed god consumed 
his body ~vith lightning from his eyes. lIenee Camdeo is called 
Ununga, bC?c!yless, and he is the only person in the Hindoo Iny

thology who,is ever said to be immateria1. lIe is sometimes cal
led Muddun, and rides 'on a fish" with a banner in his·hand . 

• j Vishnu is often seen riding on the shoulders of Garuda, a 
youth with the wings and beak of a hawk; hut he is more fre
quently represented reposing on the great many-headed serpent 
of eternity, floating on, the milky ocean; in which case Luch:
shemi is generally sitting at his feet. The Hindoos beJieve that 
llle four YOl.lgS -, must revolve seventy-two times in every kalpa, 
(c;reation. or .formation), at tbe end of which all things are ab
sorbed into tbe Deity, and that,jn the int.erval of another crea
tion, he reposeth. himself on the serpent Shesha (duration), who 
is called Apanta (endless) t. 1\1any of the offices of Vishnu are 
common both to Brahma and, to Siva; and the name~ of all three . .-
are frequently used for the s,un, for fire"p.nd for watel'. Each 
deity has weapons. peculiar to himself; those which always dis .. 
tinguish Vishnu are ,the chakra or piseus,. an~ the chank or wreath ... 
ed shen, on which the note of victory. i~ sounded. The paradise 
of Vishnu is Vaikontha; he' is often painted of a dark blue co
lour, on which account he ~s called Nielkont. 

The, awata~ of Vishnu, by which are meant his descents upon 
~arth, are usually cOl.~nted ten, though, some writers make them 

.. The first, or the Kt uty-youg ;' it 'lasts 17 lacks and 25,000 years. 'Tbe second, 01" 

Trtta.y~ug; 19 lacks and 296,000 ~years. Tbe tbird, or Dwapar.youg, lasts 8 lacks and 

64,000 years: 'And the 4th, (Jr' Kali-youg, 4 lacks end' 32,000 years. 'In ihis we now 

life.. PUNDIT DA,.P.QOOBJr, 

J t ~ee Notes to tbe,lIeetopadesa. 
G 
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nluch more numerous. The first is. the l\Iutchee pr ~h aWfltar, 
when, in the form of a huge fish, he conducted anp 'preserved 

the boat of Styavrata the 7th IJle'n'u, while the ear~h ,w~s de~ug .. 
ed in consequence of the loss of the vedas, and the sulJsequ~n~ 

wickedness of mankind. The holy books had been: stol~n. oy 
lIyagriva,' king of the denl0ns; Vishnu undertook to recovCl· 
thenl; and,. after a severe conlbat with· IIyagriva, he deStroyed 

him, restored the sacred books, and camied ~ha:water.~,to subsid~. 

The second awalar j" Koorrna, or the tortoise. In order tp reco

ver some of the advanlages lost to Iuankind by the deluge, Vish

nu became a tortoi~t', and sustained ,on. his' 'back ,the plountain 

l\:leru, while the go(l~ and genii churned with it the milky ocean, 

and produced seven precious things, among which were, the moon, 
a physician, a horse, a woman, an elephant, anti '.Amrita, Qr the 

water of life, which was drank by theimlTIOrtals. Th~ third awa

tar is Varaha, or the boar. Prit'hivi, t~e earth, ,naving been over
come:by the genius of the waters" Vishnu, in the shape of a,mao, 

.with the head of a hog, descended and supported .h¢r.on: his tusk, 

~while he subdued the waters and restored her. , .In the! fourth 

·,awatar, Vishnu, in the fonn of a monstrous man; with a,. lion's 

head, sprang' frorn a pillar to destroy an impious: ~ng w 110 :was 

·on the point of murdering his own son. ; He is called N araslnha, 
or lion-headed. Vi$hnu, in his fifth descent,. is' called Yamuna, 

or the Brahniin dwarf. Beli having, ,by his nleritorious austeri .. 

ties,: obtained ·the sovereignty of the 'World, neglected, to \vors]lip 
-the gods; the Dewtahs, alanned lest he should d,eprive th~Pl of 

theIr celesti,af habitations, ~ntreated pl'otectioq fro~ \;isl~~u, "vho 

~m~c~ndedin the form 'o( a Bramiq dwat:f; ~~d ~a~.i.ng o.b~l~~d 
fr,oDl, Beli a promi~e, confirmed by an irrevocable oath, t~ gr.alit 

. whatever he should ask, he demanded as ,mdcn -space as 'l~e ~ould 
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com pass in three. step~ The~ bOOll 'being granted, his fottn dilat-. 
cd to itS div~n6 oimensions; the eight . celestial weapons appeared 
in the eight ~ han'ds of the god, whose ,first _ step compassed lhe 

eaith,;his·second the1jocean, and his third heaven, leaving only. 
Patala ot hell to: Beli.. Vamuna is., sometimes called 'Tri .. vik'l:um, 
ofr·tbre.e-stepper~ lIn- thE1 sixih.awatal"~ Vishnu, as Parashu Rama, 
the son of the Bramin Jenladagni, is fabled to have destroyed aU 
the.males of the Xetrje or. fighting caste, 'on,account of the wick .. ' 

euness 'of their chief SahafraIjum, who oppressed the Bran1ins, 

particularly Jcmadagni.· The'seventh descent of VIShnu is sung 
in the epic po~m of'Valq:riki, called' the Ramayuna, from Rama 

dre divine' hero; the son Of DushatlHhra1 king of Uyodhya or 
Oude, who led a life of adventure in the woods and fQrests of In .. 
_dia, attended OJ his brother' Lakshn1aiui, and by his faithful 
friend Hanuman the' divine monkey,. the son of Pavana, god of 

the wind. Sita"the wife of Rama, having"been stolen by Rawa .. 
nn. the ten-headed tyrant of l.anka (Ceylon),_ Hanuman disco ... 

*' vered the place of her concealment, and.'with the assistance of 
Soogreeva and 'Othet divine baboon~,. he built the bridg~ of Ra ... 
Ina (A.'dam's. }lridge,) ,from' the continent of India to Ceylon, 
to facilitate the pas~age of Rama and his army to tHat islahd, 
where h,e destroyed the .tyrant 'and .recovered Sita. 
" Krishna, the persbn in whom Vishnu was incarnate in; his 

eighth -alva'tar, is said to have been born of the sister of a tY~'ant, 
who, to :secure .the death of his nephew, caused all the J:0ung 
children in his dominions to; be put to death i . but, in the mean 
time, the' young 'Kl'ishna' was concealed and brought up ~mong 
some herdsmen, wHence he is, considered as the peculiar patron 
~~f herds, and. is often represented as. attended by nine Gopia ot 

dairy-women .. ~ He is the god of PQetry and music, of wrestlerli 
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and ;0£ boxers. The adventures of 'Krishna, and the wars'in 

which he was engaged, are described in the Bhagavat., The 

ninth awatar is Bhod, who reformed the rules of the vedas, and. 
forbid the destroying animal life. The tenth nwatar, called Kal. 
kee, is to come. lIe will be a warrior on a white horse; in ,hi$ 

days the world shall be at peace, all entnity shall be destroyed .. 

and men, shall have but one faith. 

Of the religious sects worshipping Vishqu, .the Vaishnavas M 

dore hinl alone, as comprising in his person the greatest .DUInbec 
of the attributes of tile deity. The GocIas~has and thel Ramanuj 
are in fact worshippers of deified heroes; the first pay respect to 

Vishnu in tbe awalal' of Goeal or Krishna, and the second in 

that of Rama Chandra. 
Besides the great deities above-mentioned, there are multi-. 

tudes of inferior divine persons, over whom llidra,. the thousand., 

eyed lord of tho dewlahs ,presides. . He dwells with his wife In-, 

,dranee in the forest N u~ldana, and with her is often seen mount .. 

ed on an elephant with three trunks. lIe presides over delu;ionsJ 
Agni, the god of fire, is represented with two faces and three 

legs, riding on a ram. He is said to have married the goddess. 

Gunga (Ganges,) the 5i~ter of Parvati. GlJnga.is fabl,ed to have 

re$led on the head of Siva. or that of VishQu" in her descent 
frorn heaven, and to have flowed thence in three streams, called 

triveni, or three locks, antI running to the sea, to hav.e fiUed up. its 
, ' 

basoQ, which, although dug before that time, was emply_, ,Her 

union w~th Agni produced the met';lIR. The range of lnountains. 
among whieh the Gaogf;s iake~ its rise,' aboWlds with mines,;. . ; 

,hence ,the mythologicaLunion of .the deities of.h~t,and of water, 

is·fabI~d to hav~ produced. die metals. Surya, the g04 of the.iJ" 

$UU, is drawn ,in a chariot by a many-headed horse;. he reprc~ 
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sents' truth, tand has a 'numerous sect, of: ltorshippets. 'called Sau~ 
ras.~ Chandra, the moon~' is: drawn in·a car by an antelope; the 
tw~nty-seven lunar stations, called! Nu.kshutras, into ',hich the 
IIindoos divide the heavenS',> ,are considered as. his wives. 

ViswakanlHin is .the artificer of the go<Js ~ K!->overa is the god 
of riches, and resides in the forest of ChitrJ.-ruthra; and Pavalla 
is the god of the wind. Eight guardians preside over' the eight 
quarters of the world ;. and al};nature is.crowded with deities. 

,In making this ,slight sketch of ' the IIindo(j mythology, I have 
• 

forborne'to point out the striking sinlilarity of many o(the deities 
to, those of Greece and Rome, as it i~ too obvious to escape your 
attention.' A remarkable prool.of their identity with the gods of 
Egypt occurred in 1801,-when the sepoy regiments, who had been 
sent into that country, fell down' ,before the gods in the temple of 
Tentyra, and claimed them as those ,of their :ow'p belief. The coarse

ness and inelegance of the' Hindo,? polytheisnt, will certainly dis
gust many accustqmed to th~ graceful mythology .ofancient Europe; 
but it is not' incurious; nor perhaps useless, M> examine the vari .. 
nus systems of re1igion which tbe feelings natural to the mind or 
man have produced,+-to observe how they have beel,l modified-by 
climate ,or other. circtimslances,-and :to- trace, " un'der all these 
u va~ious disguises, the workings of' the same 'common nature'; 

" and in, the su p~rstitio~s of1,idia" no less than. jn the loftY' vi
" sions of Plato, to recognize' the ,existence of those- 'moral ties 
~~ :which unite the .heart of man to t4e ,Author of his" being -.'r 
.For, my own part. living among the, people, and, daily beholding 
the ptostrate .worshipper, the. temple,. the altar,'and th,e offering; 
I ,take an interest i'.l them . which makes up for their want\ of poe-. -

, ", 
,. S,tewar~B Elements '~f the 'Phllosophy of the H u~~n Mind. 
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.tical beauty . Nor can I,look with :indifference lupon:a system, 
howel'er barbarous and superstitious,. :which.has::sQ;,strongn hold 
of the minds of its votaries, add which can, :bring then}' to ,d~pise 

death and torture in their most dreadful. fonDs., 
But to retulfl to my journal. .' lV.e got: into .our. boat, at 1\faza .. 

gong a little before sunrise, and had the pleas:ure of marki,ng .the 

gradual increase of day as it broke ,oyer the Mahr-'aUa'lnoUnldins. 
First the woody tops of Caranja and Elephanta became, illum.i .. 
nated, then nODlbay, with its forts, and -villages; stretching along 
the north of the hay, while the bases of the 'rocky.islands .to the 

south, slowly became distinguishable fron} the refletting waves. 

Ancr an hour's row, during. which. 'we passed Butcher's Island, 

caUed. by, the nati\(~s Deva Devi, .or' holS island,. we arriv~d at 

Elephanta. a mountain isle ,with -a ,double top" Jvooded to, the 

summit. Opposite to the hinding~place is:,the colossaLstone ele
phant, from whicb the Po~uguese 'nanleL1 .the' place, which-is 

no)V cracked and Inutilatcd, 'as.traditioti~says, by the 11ortugucse; 
it :must have been carved out ,of the rock on whien it slands, for 

it, appears too: large to have been' carried 10. its present situation. 

After passing a, village ,vhieh,' as well· as th'e ,'whole island,. the 

natives . call Gharipoori, we ,ascended' the hill ,through romantic 

passes, sometimes overshadowed'1viih' wood,; sometimes 'faIled by 
rocks~ till -we arrived at ,the cave •. ':'\tV c ,~amd 1.lppn it 1 unexp~ct

cd!y; and, I confess that: T never felt such) a ,sensation of astonish .. 

ment as when~the cavern.opened upon Ine. lAt first; it'appeared 

;:t11: darkness', while 00' t)1e pill above, below, and around,:shrubs 

.and flowers of tbe lUOst. brilliflnt; hues .wer~' 'waving iIi th¢ full 

sunshine. "As 1 enter~d; my sight[;becam-e rgradually moreJ dili

tinct, and ~ w~s able tQ C'on~ider the wOJ1derful_cha~ber in which 

I stood. ~e ~ntrance is ii'fty-five fee~ wide, its height is eigh. 
. 1 
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teeq, 'and its. length aboqt :equal: with! i~s w.idth., It: is suppprted 
py Jlla!)sy pillara.ca,t:ved, in the SQlid,.fOCK; the capital of these 
resem.bI~,a'cQmpr~ssed cushion bound with a' fillet; the abacus 
\$ like ti bunch,otreeds .supporting.' ~ :heam,.six, pf ,which fun 
across.;tbe V\hQle:iCaVElit.below the capital the 'column may be 
COlPpateQ to ",n' tluted, .bell 'resting' on a' plaul octagonaI.tnetnber 

placed oti:a die; on'each corner of which sits Hanuman, Ganesa, 
or somti,oi.the o~her.·;nferior gods.; The $ides of·the ~averd are 
~G,.dptufed ,In.compartmetits representing the persons of the my .. 
th.ology} hut Ithe end Ofi the caV'ern' oppbsite to the entrance is 
the most. remarkable. ' ; In the centre is a' gigantic, trimlirti, or 
three.farmed'god. "Brahma.the' creator is 'in. the. middle,. ,with a 
placid: coun~emi.n~e ;. Ihis Cap: ~ is . adorned with je\vels. Vishnu, 
the preserving deity, is represented as very beautiful; his face is 

full of benevolence,.his, hand:holds,a: lotus, the same sacred flower , 

i,s, 'Place.di in his_, cap} lyith the triveni or triple.plaited .lock, signi-

fsing.the rivers., Gungit ~ (G~hges), Yamuna, (J umna), and Seras~ 
wati j a.nd. othet:omametitSJ xefcrdng to' his attribtItes. , Siva frowns f 

~i~ llO$er~S aquiline, and his~tilouth~ half open; ,in: his band is -his 

destrur.tire emblell1, the; cob r.a-capelJ a, and on .his cap,- among 
otherd~ymbols"a human! skull.and 'a.ne'w-born .iIifant· marlt his 

• J 

'dou.ble!character of·destrpy'J!r·a~dreproducer •. rrhesefaces.~re all 

beautifulllbqt :fo~Ithe1·undetf\lips~· which are rer¥arkably- thick. 
The'lengib.fr~m,tbe.chln to the.crown.' of the head is, !)ix feet, the 
caps lare about three, feet, more. , ;No part'of the 'bust. is .mutilated 

put: .the:tw,Q hands in; front,·which.are quite.destroyed.' Goncea1-t 
ed steps behind Siva's hand lead to a conveni!!nt ledge or bench 

behind. the 'eap of the bust; ,where a"~l'aU1in might have' hidden 

. himself for any purl)'o~e of priestly i~p?sition.. On:, each side of 
the trimurti is a pilaster, the front Qf which is filled up"l;>y a figure 
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fourteen feeL high, leaning on a dwarf; these are much' defaced. 
To the right is a large square compartment, hol1owed a, little, 
carved into a great variety of figures, the largest of which is six .. 
teen feet high, representing the double figure of Siva and Pa..vatij 
called Viraj or Ardha Narj, ha1f male half female, the Tight side 
of which is Siva and the left his wife; it is four-handed; the two 
lower hands, one of which appears to have rested on the Nundi. 
are broken; the upper right hand has a cobra-capella, and ,the left 
a shield. On the right of the Viraj is Brama~ fouf-faced, sitting 
on a lotus; and on the left is Vishnu on the shoulders of Garuda.' 
Near Brahnla,are Indra and Indranee on their'e1ephant, land beJ 
low is a.fenlalc figure holding a chamara of, chowree·.·· The up
per part of the compartment is filled with'small figures in atti
tudes of adoration. 

On. the other side of the trimurti is a compartment answering 
to that I have just described; the principal figure I take to be 
Siva; at his ,left hand stands :Parvati,' on whose shoulder he leans; . 
between them is a dwarf" on whose head is 'one of Siva's: hands, 
and, near Parvati is another. Over Siva's shoulder hangs the ze.. 
naarj and he holds the cobra-capella- in one .of his four hands. 
He is surrounded by the same figures, which fill up',the'compart ... 
ment of the Viraj ; .. his .ow:n height (which, we '!Deasured ' by ,a 
plumb-line dropped -from his head,) is fourteen, feel t and that of 
Parvati is ten. All these figures are in' alto-relievo,. as are those 
of the other sides of the cavern, the most remarkable' of ' which 
is one' of ,Siva 'in his vindictive' character; .he'is; eight~handed. 

:fk The chamam. is a whis~ to keep, off files, made e~tber of ,a co~' .. tail o~ peacock', 

{eatl)~~sl or ivory lihavings~ set in a .handl~ ~wo feet 10f!g. -The, are always: carried b~ 

hind persons of,rank. 
8 
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with a chaplet" of skulls round his neck, and appears in the act of 
performing.tfIe human' sacrifice .. 

. On the right band, as, you enter· the cave, is' a square aparL

ment with four doors, supported by eight colossal figures; it con .. 

tain~ a gigantic symbol of l\fahaDeo, and is cut out of the rock 

like.tbe.rest of the cave. There is a similar ,chamber in a smal • 

. ler and more secre.t cavern, tQ which there is access from the cor

.ner. next to the Viraj;. the. covering lof the < passage has fallen in, 

but, on,Climbing over the. rubbish,. ll:e found, 'ourselves in' a little 

.area which bas' no outlet, and. is lighted from above" the whole 

thickness. of the Jull being. cut througli r the 'cavern to which it he-

.longs contains -nothing but the square,chatnber. ·of J\laha Deo, 

and a bath -at. each end, -.one of, which is· decorated ~with rIch 
sculpture. 
'.' 'Yhen. we had-tired ourselves.ivithexamining the various won-

, ders. of the, cavern of Elephanta, I sat' d.own to make a sketch of 
the great compartments opposite to the entrance, ~nd on our return 

,~ Bombay, com'paring the drawing w.ith thosp, in Niebuhr. we were 

satisfied that. its resemblance to the original 'is the most correct $-. 

I.am sorry.to observe, that the piUarsiand sculptures of the cave 

are.defaced in,ev'ery par.t, bY' h~ving thf' names of most who·visit 

them,either carved'or1daubed· with black chalk .. upon them~; and 

the intelnperate zeal of the Portuguese, who made war upon the 

gods -and temples, as well as upon the armies of India, added to 

.the havock of time,. has reduced this stupendous- monument of 
~dolatry ,io ,a state of ruin. Fragments of statues strew the floor; 

• From this sketch the annexed plate is copied. The ttimurr.i is imp~r{~ct; that 

having been beparateJy drawn by a fnend, from 'whom 1 have 110t been able t~ procur~ 

a correct copy. 
H 
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colutnns~ deprived of their bases~ are ,suspended froin ·the parent 

roof, and others without capitals, and- sometimes split in tWQ, 

threaten to leave the nlassy, hill that covers:,them 'without sup

port. 
The temple. of Elephanta, and other equally 'Wonderful cal"Cl'1ls 

in the neighbourhood, nlusl ,have heen the'works; dfl a people far 

{ldvanced lin the arts of civili7£d life, and, possessed' of wealth·and 

powet; but the,e were lodged in the hands ofa:crafty~prieslh?<>d, 

,who kept SciellC(~, affluence, and honour for . their own fraternity, 

and, possessed of better ideas, preached a miserab1e and degrad

ing superstition· to the inultitude .. It would· be curious to follow out 

the-advancement and fall of the arU which produced suehl monu
ments; 'but 110t a trace of itheir :history remains, and'we are'-left 

to seek it in the nalural progress of a people subtle and· ingeni

ous, but, depressed by superstition, and the utter I impossibIlity 

of rising individually, by any virtues or :any talents, to a . higher 
rank in society than that occupied by their forefathers • 

. rrhe· local: histories" of the Draminical establishments, which 

could have thrown light on these and 'other,curious subjects, have 

long been destroyed. l\lany 'Of :them perished during' the con

.tentiol1s -between the followers of Siva abd those of Vishnu, prior 

to the ;l\Iahomedan; 'Conquest of' India; land -probably' many In ore 

4t., Stala Puranas are literaHy the church ~ooks; ,they are. registers belonging ,to the 

. temples, in which are marked all benefa~tqrsJ and their donations to the sacred esta

blishments, and in general the dates -of such donations. Btlt even these documents 

h;~ filled with'fables. For instance, a pious prince ~ho would build a temple, is usu;;' 

ally directed to the exact. bpot by an apparition or a dream;.. the idols be sets up are 

discovered to hint in 'the saDle mil1lculou8 manner, 'and most of these are heaven:"de
Bcended for ~ the occasion! 

1 
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when. the:Hindoo-teniplesrwereJpiUagedj t by; those:; fierce conquer.., 

Ors.l 

It is:sai<i that ,there are :some;other,'caYes on· the .island:of 'Ele
phanta~, butt I have pever ,mel lwitb any ·one. who; had .explored 

them,. and.1 conclude ,that tl}.ey. are insignificant. 'Ve remained
all day:iu~the·greatJ.temple;. enjoying! its coolness, while the burn

ing"tropicali sun -sho~6.. most fiercely aboye j but as soon as the 
day beganlto closewe~left.-it, tp, the great regret Qf the hamauls 

who hrutaccompanied uS, and_who,l.aft~'cooking and eating in 

one corner-of the cave, had. employed thelnselves., in .pouring. wa

ter Qvei, the ·gods, and in, 'Sprinkling them with: flowers. The· lit

tle.:village of GharipOorihaa a few 'rica fields, and~ its inhabitants. 
rear poultry and mutton. The island abounds with springS of 

e~cellenb water, and the luxuriant. growthr of the ~wood gives it a 

~ore Jertile appearance' thaa ,any part of Bombay j nevertheless 
,it. is, almost a dese.rL 

'Ve.intended,tO,havevisitCd Butcher'g Island on our way home, 

butJwe had~stayed;toci long i,n:thecaveiand/\fero'obliged,to pass 
I' 

its~low green; plain-.arid. ~uftS\ 'of trees,just, as~the· setting SWl threw 
hisdast ,beams :across :the bay ,I' 

\ ~ . 
. ' 

1 Pdnm1i' Dec,,;J4th'i1809.4.-! am' writing ,in, a' tent pitched in 

the rice fi~ld$.of J>qnw~ll, a.litlle; 1\1ahrattil :vilfage 'on -the Coast, 
Taking advantdge :of the ~ool Jseason,: -we haVe> joined ;u, small t parol 
ty. on:a tour to.f.oonah, the l\iahratta;capit'aL Our c(llnpany·cof1.i 
sists o,frO~Je lady', tW¥O'lgentlemen,;-.and. three chilrlrel1~ besideS' oUr~ 
selves;-;but oue atteridan~!ara neaf' (,,'0 hundred; ;wa are obliged 

tc? ,carry tents, furniture, c;ookingJ utensils, and food~ so i that our 
train calIDot. consist (of .f~wer.fpersonsJ .. Besidest ,we must hav~ 
koolis 1tol carr, i our ..baggage/ Jascars1Jto,1 attendc to·' and- 'pitt"b -OUli 

~ 
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tents, set'vallts to dress our food, others to take care of the horses 
and the beasts of burt hen, and hamauls for our palankeens.' 

Having sent on the baggage and servants the preceding day, we em
barked at the bunder 'in the fort of Bombay. and after a three 

hours, sail we reached Panwel1, situated two miles inland, on a' 
branch of the sea, the entrance to which is marked rather than 

defended by the little ruinous fort of Bellapoor. This fort was 

built in 1682 by the l\-Iahratta Rajah Sambagee, to protect the 

CorJahs, or low districts in this neighbourhood, from the irruptions 

of the Siddees, then in the service of the l\fogul, and who used to 

land from their numerous vessels, and carry off or burn th{:' rice, 

in which the Corlahs were then Inore fertile than any of the 1\lah. 

rattd' provinces. 
On our arrival here, we found Ollr tents pitched in some dry 

padd.1/ (rice) fields, by the side of a large ~ank surrounded by . 
Mango trees. On one side is a PiTs Kubber, ,or Mahomedan I 

saint's tomb, of a beautiful fonn, with an arcade, the, arcbes of 

which are like the Gothic, with cinquefoil heads j, the :cel1 within 

c6nt'\itJ,s the tomb, covered with a piece of brocade; over it is a 

canopy, from which a number of lamps and ostrich eggs are sus

pended. 

'rh~ ~inage i,s well peopled, its, inhabitants. look, comfortable. 

,and, th~ jie1ds ~u1tivat~d,. Here is, a, large pagoda,by a tank, 

nearly: a }l1iJ~ jUJ~ircu1)lference, on~the water~of which float mul-. ' 

tituges,pf ,thf" b~utifld reg. )otUS,j the fiowf}r isJarger than that of 

the ,~~it~, w~t~r~]iJy. a!ld i$J >tbef 'most Jo~eIy of the nymphreas 
that I h~~e seen. The.)latives ,of Panwell.Jlave a' more martial 

aJr than those of Bp.mb~y. In the shops, every,artizan has his 

S}yord a,nd spear by him, while he works" and the, cultivators, 

plo!-)gh, with thei,t: arms girded all!' At present their weapo~ , are 
8 
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of rno,ra Use to defend .them against the wild beasts than against 
any human enemy, ,but a few years ago the'case was otherwise. 

Dec. 16th. Compowli.-This village is two stages from Pan
well; the first, to· Chowk, we travelled' last night, but ,reached 
our tents too'late- to write. 'Va passed thropgh a very beautiful 
country, among hills that form the outskirts of the Ghauts:l<. 

, Rich valleys, now wide now ,n~riow, closed in by amphitheatres 
Qf hillS', some 'wooded up to the top, and others exposing their 

-weather-stained rocky -summits to the skies, are here and there 
crossed by streams, that though now scarcely more than rjIls, 

.bear evidence that they ,were. mighty torrents during the mon
soon .. Upon the bank-of one ,of these, w~ encamped, under the 

shade of wide-~preading bani an trees, opposite to the little bazar 

. of Chowk. ,Immediately facing us, a troop of Brinjar~es had 

taken up, their residencefor.the nig~t. These people travel from 
one end of India to!the,other, carrying. salt,,· grain, and asafretida, 
almost as . necessary to I the natives as salt4, They are never mo
lested by any army •.. I.have seen at least d;,e, hundred bul10cks 

belonging to one troop. . You can imagine I)othing more pie:
turesque than our station :' ,the Brinjarees fir~ were reflect~d in 

• 
,the stream' between us; and.our, own haroauJs, in aQqut a dozen 

d~tferent parties, were >cooking their food along the bank, while 
at a little distance some' of our people were keeping up a ,blaze 

.with straw, to keep,the:1lies from the horses" the bright light from 
which falling on our, tents, illuminated them, while the under 

. ,+ A ghaut m~ans a paSl! i and though it literally applies only to' the, accessible passes 
, . 

through the mountains" the name is giv,en to the range of mountains ~h!lt reach from 

'Cape Co~orin nearly to'Gu~~rat, along the west coa~t of lOQia. 
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branches of the trees ,remaining in shadow, formed a.striking,and 
beautiful contrast. 'Vhen"wc went to rest, ~:mr-l:Hning: tenr \Val 
str~ck, that it might go on before, in order to be r~ady for break .. 
fa~t at the next stage, where we now are. 

'Vhen we JefL Chowk at,day ... break this morning •. the thermo., 
nlcter was at sixty.eighl in my palankeen, but before wonrrive<lat 
Compowli it had risen nlore'tlian twenty-two' degrees.. 'Ye were 
nearly four -hours on the road, although the distance is, IlQ\ more 
lIlantweIve milt"; the way lies ·through the samc'kind-of country 
as that between Chow k and PunweJ1. only -tbat it, i;' more! pic
turesque and wild, and renlinded me of St.'Otish IIighland scenery. 
Our tents are'pitc\1{ d in a tope or grove-of mangO"trees; by the 
side of ,a spacious tank, overhung by a fine old bahian tree. . Be

hind us' is a hill wooded to the: top; immediately opp6site is a 
beautiful tlittle pagoda, which, as well as' the tank" was built by 
N ana Furnavesc, the late ~lahratta minister; though himself a 

Pundit, ,and therefore, in all' probability~' a. secret unbeliever. 
But in -India, where the long continued, droughts 'render: water 
an object :of·such.importance; .he who' builds a tank -is a ~enefac+ 

tor to his-country; and unless .it be 'rendered sacred 'by being at. 
tached-to a pagoda, ,the first annycthat .passes '!Would in a!l'pro~ 
babilitJ break down its- dikes,rand tbus,causef'the: destruction of 
lllen· and 'cattle' by 'dtought; 'and famine, fOf'the' fields'produce' ~no 
crops wittlo\Jt1cpnstant irrigation. '; , , 
'- 4.t:the,bacj{lof-~ana~~ pagodaltbe ghaut ris~;perpendicularlj. 
'andl seems alnlost to'overhangdtt; :abd iaJfew·JcoCl.l-q.ut& and plan
tains ,in its garden, make an agreeable variety with the tufted 

foliage of tlie :mountain-forest. The temple;s dedic;atedto., Maha 
Deo; and ihe N undi is hi a pretty detached 'building in'the court. 
~hese objects, witi'i the, chouliri~ a~d some 'cottages, are 0PPO-
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sitetto'my' __ tent dQarra.nd<nothing 1 but: tbedntense, heat.) prevents 

meJrom walking aQlong; such"beautiful Jscenery; but though 'not 

a'sun~beam passes through ,the . shade under lvhich we are en ... 

c~ped,.it is.,impossible. to. think of.taking ·any exercise till near 

sunset. 

GreatlQat,/! tit ,Carli, Dec. 17th'l80g.-l am told. that we are 

DO\V'at least .siXJtb~nd . feet above the level ,of the sea, and the 

greates~lp.!lrt o£.thattheight :we ,have ascended to .. day. 'Ve left 
Compowli.itr:.tbe dark)at!nve. o'clpck, :and reached.t.he foot of the 
ghaut;~t .sunrise. The' 'ascent.· was- 'so steep ,and Tugged, that I 

soon'left my ~palankeel1, 'andJwith:.one of Jny :companions. walked 

up. the J lDobntain •. It is .impossible, to . describe the :exquisite 

beautY'nf the landscape. .Righi mountains >and ,bold prqjecting 

rocks,. overhang . .deep! woods, of ·t~es. unknown to Europeans. 
Floweripg, shrubs of-.most;deliciollsi perfumes, land creeping-plants 

oftev.ery Ivar~ous.Jl:ue,:,(orm:n3:tnraLbowers as th~y hang from tree 
to. tree, anc.1.now.,.shewing" now concealing \pe .dista ot 'ocean, 'de. 
light the.eye:at~e¥eryt.step<; w.hile:here'and- there:an npening like 

aJawn; with.herds of.antelopes",makes lyOU forget .that the .tiger 

prowls through. the ;over~anging' forest, ;~d:that the. serpent:lurks 
beneath :the many-colonre«:ll bower... ' 
".At Condowli, .. a :.ptetty:village:ljust ,above 1h~gha:ut" the lia .. 

mauls.stopped to.bathclll!d drink, q,nd to .. claiIll the fee)fi>rcoming 

up;the,mountairi;Jwhicb. ~·.a sheep ;tittcosts {rom:lonatmtwo ru. 

pees,: ~and. is: dhdded betlv.een) the, twelve, .hamauls;t .,\ ho. .belong ;tQ 

one palankeen,: fOf,:V.ery few JIfudoos..l'abstain entirely from ani .. 

mal food,;althoug~znope;eat of the cow orof..thehog .. ,Here I got 

into.my palankeen, .and w:ent tin. ta.the foot:of.the hill wlJ.erethe 

cave of:Carli'·is',-situated. d:Asit .was~Dear·twelve o"c1ock when we 
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reached the village below the cave, we heartHy. wished that we 

had ordered our breakfast to await us there, ~o~.we bad half a 

mile to climb up a rugged rock on foot, in the ~Je of tbe mid .. 
day sun of India; and having tasted nothing since dinner yes .. 

tcrday, we were ~o exhausled when we reached it, that we could 

hardly raise our eyes to observe the wonders of the cavern. 

'Vhen at length we looked round, we ahnost fancied oursehres 

in a Gothic cathedral. Instead oftbe low flat roof of the cave of 

Elephanta, thi" ) i:-.e~ to an astonishing height, with a highly coved 

roof, E>upported by twenty-one pil1ars 011 each side, and ternli. 
llaling in a l)cmicin'lp. Opposite to the entrance is a large tenl

pIe (if I may call J t so,) not hollowed, with a dome, on which is 

fixed ,a huge teak 'wubrella, as a mark of respect. 'Vithout the 
pillars there is a kil1d of aisle on each side of about six feet wide; 

the length of the cave is forty paces, and its. brea4th is·fourteen. 

llerc arc no sculptures within the cavern except on the capitals of 

the pillars. The columns are nloslly hexagons, though the num

ber of angles varies; the bases arc formed like cOlnprcssed cu

shions; the capitals resemble an inverted flower, or a bell,. on the 

top of which a:re two elephants, with two riders on each i and on 

several ot: the columns there are in~criptions in a character not 

hitherto decyphered. 'There is a very curious circurnstance in 

this cavern, which is, that the roof is libbed with teak wood, cut 

~o fit the cove exactly, and supported by teeth in the timber fit
ting to corresponding holes in the rock; I imagin.e this to be a 

precaution against the destruction, of this beautiful work by the 
lllonsoon rains. The cave of Carli is rcalJy one.of the most mag .. 

nificent chambers I ever saw, both as to proportion' ,and work .. 

manship. It is situated near-.the top' of a wooded nlountain, 

conunanding 'one of the ifinest prospects .in I the world; < its reser .. 
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voirs cut, like itself, out of the living rock, overflow with the pur ... 

est water, and the country: around it is fertile enough to supply 

every thing in abundance for human subsistence. The cave is 

a temple, and on each ~ide there are corridore3, with cells 
proper for the residence of ,priests and their families. But the 

most laboured part of the work is the portico of tile temple. 

One~thjrd of it:; height is filled up by a vadety of figures, one of 
which, in a dancing posture, is remarkable fol' gr.\~:cfuInc;;s of 

design, and the ends are occupied to the same height by gigantic 

elepha.nts ;. alJove these is a cornice of 'reeds, bound to.§;cthcr by 

fillets at equal distances, and the space over ,it is filled by small 
arched niches, finished with the sallIe conlice. The centre is 

occupied by a horse-shoe arch, with.a pointed moulding ab\JVe, 

and below there is a square door of entrance to the cave. To pro

t~ct the portico ,from the injurjes of the weather, a rude screen 

was left at the entrance,. part of which ha~ fallen in; before it there 

is an enormous pillar, crowned with three animals, all{~ now over

grown with moss and grass. 
III 

'The ditfcrence between the cavern temples of Carli and Of E!e-

phanta is striking. ' IIere,are DO personifications of the dei~y, no 

separate' cens. for' secret rites;, and th~ religious opinions which 

consecrated thent arc no less different. The cave .of Carli is a 

temple dedicated to the religion of the Jines, a sect whose anti

quity is believed by som0:to be greater than -that of the Brami .. 
nicaJ faith, froJ? which their tenets are essentially different, though 

many of their customs agree entirely l~-itp. those of the llramins, 
as might be expected from natives of the same country. 

As the Brarninical books represent the history 6f the gods a') a 

series of awatars or descents, the Jine worship supposes men rais .. 

ed" to ~he rank of divinities; but unlike the deified heroes of other 
I 
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nations, it is not on the warriort but on the contemplative sage, that 

it bestows immortality; thus,. besides the Great Deity, answer

ing to the Brehm of the Bramins, the Jines worship their twenty .. 
four first Gooroos, or spiritual teachers. They describe God as 
all-wise, all-seeing, aU-productive, all-happy, without name, with. 

out relation, without shape, immortal; he is exempt from ig

norance, mental.blindness, name, tribe, love, anq weakness., 

The man who attains to these perfections, and overcomes these 

evils, obtains, 18t, A station for beholding God at a dis

tance; 2d, l1e is in the presence of God; 3d, lIe is equal in 

likeness to God; and, 4th~ He becomes united to God, or rather 
is absorbed into the divine essence, when he is adored. The Jines 
,have fourteen . sacred books in the Sanserit and Pracreat langua

ges. It i$ not ascertained whether_some ,of these be not also used 

by the 'Bramins.; if so, they are pI'QbablJ such a$ concern' t~e 
sciences, for the great reproach which they throw on the Dramins. 

is, that they are hearers, that is, believers" of the fables of tIle 
Vedas .. 

" The Jines believe that ,the world is of itself eternal, and that its 

changes are the effects of necessity. They hold, that to abstain 
from slaughter is grace, and that to kill any thing is sm. They 
accordingly abstain from animal food, from ,the 'fruit of trees; 

g~ying milk, ~d from honey.. Adultery and theft are forbiddeu ;. 

they burn the dead,· and throw their ashes into the water; but pay 

no ,honours to ·the deceased. They.are diuided- into four classes, 

hut in what respecls they. agree with or differ, from the 13rami .. 

'nical castes I have not learnt; like the .Bramins~ ,they' worship 

fire, and have sixteen ceremonies in common~ with then1. 

, 'The Jines once_ possessed 'a large and pow~rful kingd?m" un:r 
'der several dynasties of' kings.; but their .long and violent .wars. 
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Jigainst the Bra~inica}; powers- of India, . had exceedingly redu

ced them,. wheri.thel~Iahom~an' kings.of Deejnugger destroyed 
them as' .<1: nation" about the thirteenth .~entury, and since that 
"time they have onJy.existed in' a few detached bodies, extremely 

sby of confessing their religion. The few Jines I have seen seelll 
poor and miserable; ,their appearance is like that of the other na

tives of India.:; the poroohit or priests. do not shave their heads, 

nor ,do. th~y, wear, a.lurbanv The priests ~re all subject to, the 
GoorQo of Sravan$t Bellagoola,. 'where the most sacred temples of 

the Jineli now exist; they were built by Rajah Nulla, a Jine king 

pf l\Ia~ura;, the first of that name reigne4 A. D. 776-800, and 
the second A. D. 900 ... i'Great~part o£the revenues of these tem
ples were confiscated .by Hyder,.AlIy,.and, the East India Com ... 
pany has still further impoverished them, ;by selling part of the 
'Iands .which maintained them,,: The principal stations of the re.-
maining J!nes .are at, Pennaconda" Conjeveram, Dehli, and Col .. 
lapore .,. , 

But. to ~eturn to' my J oornal. 'Vhile we were aU seated at 
breakfast, we w~re surprised by the entranccr'of a Choabdar, that 
is, a servan.t who attends on. persons of consequence, runs before 
them with a. silver stick, and keeps. silenc~ at the doors of their 
apartments, from whicb last. office he_denves his nam~. He came 
to a.nnounce the arrivalof,Mr _ '- i, the British resident at the 
court of Poonah, who, hearing of our intention to visit that ca
pita]; had come so .far to'meet us; and as ,neither .he, nor any 

""_ !:enlla,con.iJa, on, a bl~ch ;o( ,the, JlodavefYt called . ~ arsipoor, river, liea in 15° 

sO' N. lat. and 80° 5(/ E. Joog. Collapore, in Berar, is in ~o 55' N. jato ;lod 
• .. ( \ f '1"" ,..: -,', ~ "" • 

78° 10' £.Ioog. Dehli, on the .Jumoa, 's in 28° 4W N~ lat. and 77° s' E.long. 

C~~jev~ra~, ceiebr~ted fo; i~ H~d~ ~agdcL.s,· as ~eU'.~ i~r its Ji~a a~tiq~tiesl is 

in 19,° 5<1 N. lat. and 790 46' E. long: '-
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of his party had visited the caves of C;.trli' before, we examin~d 
" them togethel:". To some of the, caves on the right of the great 

temple we.ascended by'winding steps in the rock, now almost 
worn away, and to others still highert by ladders. which the 

priests had' placed for us. 'fhese ,chambers are"sqnare, having 
cells round them, 'each cell about ten feet by.six" and at one end 
a high bench or bed-place is left in the stone; in front,of ·the 

largest there is an open cOl:ridol, ornamented with, IJillars 're
sembl~ng those at Elephanta; the others· are' only lighted· by 
windows cut in the rock. To the left of the great temple. the 
small caves. are occupie<! by the wives and children of the priests, 
who five in a little IDodem bujJding' close to.ll1ClU.; ,and, not 
thinking. it right to. distu~h them, merely· to gratify 'oUr' cnri~ 

osity; we did ·not visit their ,chamb~rs.: 'Ve 1)lhll remaip ill 

the cave till the cool of tlIe .day,. when, we :shall descend the 
.' 

hill by a longer path than that by'which we came up, ;to, meet 

our palankeens, and shall th~n join the residenes party at tpe 
village'of Carli, I whtre there' is a' large .tank and a good hazar. 
The- ttamlet, at ,the .foot of the hill, ~hough. two. miles nearer; is less 
conv~ient. "as it is almost:in:,ruins, land:its, tank andlpagoda llre 
in,;a; stAte. ofjnelancholy decay·~·,it lS; named£kvcra; and ~the cavo 

is often ~c.alled: by, the -1Same, Illaroe. 'There:ai'e some other cavert).s 

begun in the :hills: .but Done .. hav-e yet. been: seen .thatl are iinished •. 

,Tulligong, Dec., J18 .. ~\Ve ~came ,this s,tagC\ of)·cighteen. rirlJcf{ 
to breakfast. The scene at decamping in the' morning was very 
picturesque";' our.people·had lighted :'g'ieat fires i among the 'trees 
to see to'~trIke thetents'~nd' to liack the :~~ture'; ·ev'et.Y~thing 
~as' ·in' 'motion i~ 'already 'h~ltl,he\1 'ouitoc~sr:aildl koolis "ver~\1 ~n: 
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tbeir,march;" some ofthe'palankeens h~d also left the camp, and 

we sa'''' theIll br the'light of their: torches long after· the songs of 
the c beaters,' were out ;of hearing; the -lascars ,were. striking 

, ~ 

the .]a.st of ,the' tentsi and 'the very, horses seemed impatient t-o 

begin the' journey .. ; ,The morning: air was really cold, but as 

the sun, rose it became so hott· tthat,· ~fter riding) ten miles, I 
wa~ pbliged to get into my palankeen. The country: through 

which we passed ~s 'dreary and ble~k ; -it is only where a' village 

grove ~rises -herd and there, that· the saPleness of a moor-like plain, 

with distant hills, is interrupted. ,The grains I saw, were mostly 

gram," ~d bageree t~' but lie~r one of the villages there were 
some: ,fine 'fields of wheat. . , 'I 

. i Round'·Tplligong the country presents mela~choly traces of the 

ravages of' war ~nd . famine: ' The ~amps 'of' Scindia and Holkar 

a~e' everywhere ~cemible~ ~na the 'march of their soldiers i$ 
mar~ed ·by. ruin¢. 'hotlses" .and' temples, ';and drained tanks. 
Tulligong:isJust:recovering' from 'the 'effects. of the, dreadful fa
mine'of 1805-6. ,Itjs said that, in.this toivp:alo~e,eighty thou .. , ,tI .... 
sand perso,!S' perished; and· one of my fellow-travellers: says~ tbat 

~hen he was 'hereJast ,year,< the 'bon~ strewed the' fields around. 

The inhabitantS. of m.any,iown~:~nd'villages :emigrated, hoping to 
find elsewhere that sUstenanCe \Vhicl~ ,failed at home) thoUsands. 

perished on the 1"!lad sidc;,and many, at, the very mom~tit when 

they stretched forth their hands to -receive the means of life which 
the charity of the British afforded, sunk to death' ere the long 

wished~for morsel reached their Iips. ' A mother; \vith five child .... 

• Gram, a kjnd pC pea, whic~ is, ~sed .~ provender for cattl~ 
, ' • f' ... :. .... \ ~ ~ 4 • 

''f ~ ~ag,~r~e, a c9~e grain, of ~~~c~ < the n,tives make a cake rese~~lin,g. ~arl~y~ 
meal bllDDocks .. 
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(cn, on her, 'way from lIydrabad to Bombay, h~~reached Sal
sette; there' she was too weak to proceed, and_ to. preserve her
self .and four of ,her offspring, she sold the fifth for a little' rice ; 

but it. wa~ too late; she and her infants perished the next mor
ning; and instances of the like were numerous.., Yet such '\Vas 

the patience of the Hindoos, that they saw the waggons of rice 

sent by the English. at Bombay to the relief of Poonah, 'pas$ 
through their villages witho\lt an attempt to stop. them,: 

But the fields of Tulligong ate again d.tltivated, new bouses 

are, rising to replace the old ones, and th~' town seems full of 
children. 'Ve visited the Rajah Cuntero?l ... Teravaly-Sinha
putty, who is hereditary general of the . Mahratta forces, and his 
family held other great offices; but they are now superseded in 
the Peishwa's favour,. and the general has nothing of his former 
consequence but the n~met and ,a huge st~te elephant which is kt'pt 
a.t his 'palace gate. lie is the guardian of the pagoda; and by his 
permission we were furnished with excellent fish from the tank., The 
Rajah is a plump stupid-looking man, but good-natured and hog.. 
p~table. He begged oijr fr~ends to let the' children visit hi~, for 
\I,e, had neyeI: seen an :muropean child, a~d, the Mahrattas say 
pr~verbially, when, they would praise beauty, "; As lovely as a 

~, white child." O,ur encampment is on the side of the tank; 
half,a Jl1ile from the town:; the ,scenery-is 'pretty, but not to ~e 

c~wpared with that a~' Compowli and Chowk. 

Ch~t,!chore, D~c. ]9" 1809 .. ~1 have just seen what~ I ,thought 
..-
I should never bav«:? met with on; this side of Thibet, namely, an 
alive god, called the Deo or Chimchbre, who is no~hing less than 
Ganesa ,~imself, iricat1~~te hi the. person of 3, boy ot tltelve-yedrs r 

~ ~ 1 • 

.old, the eighth of his family honoured as the vehicle of the deit.fs 
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appearance on earth • .: Tlie fitst was 1\Iaraba, a 'Gosseyn, whose 
piety lVas 'so' e:x:einplary~ thai Ganesa rewarded it by becoming 

~ncainate in his person, at. the same tinle comrnitting to his care 

a-sacred stone" and·the guardianship of his own temple, 'proniis

ing,.the same. favours to his descendants for seven generations. 
These are now' passed away; but as the piety and superstition ot 
the peo's neighbours bas enriched the family by g1:ants of lands, 

and towns, and villages, the holy Bramins have decreed, that the 

god is'still incarnate in the'family of 1\laraba; and Lo the objec

tion that the promise was -only to'seven generations, they answer, 

ihat as the deity- was able 'to' gmnt that favour to the seven im
mediate descendants· of the holy Gosseyn, -it would -be impious to 

doubt his 'power' of continuing. it to their posterity. The Deo's 

palace or bara is an eno'rmous pile of building, without any kind 

,of elegance, "near the r 'river ~lootha, -on which the town stands. 
As we: entered~the court, 'we saw' a number of persons engaged' 

in the honourable and h?ly o~ce of mixing the sacred cow-dung 
to· be spread.on the floors.ofthe bara .. The ffhole palace looked 

dirty, and ever~ window was crowded :with sleek well-fed Bra
mins, who doubtI~s take 'great care of the 'Deo's revenues. We' 

found his ~ittI~' godship seated in a mean viranda, Qn a low 
wooden seat, not any' way distinguished from other children, but 

by an anxious wildness of the eyes, -sai~ to be occasioned by the 
quantity of opiu~ which he-is:daily made to swallow.' He is D9t 

allowed to play with ,other boys, nor is he permitted to speak 
any language but Sanscrit, that be may not converse with an.}!:. 
bufthe Bramins. lIe received us very politely, said he was al. 
ways p1eased ,to see English',peqple; and after "some conve'rsation,~ 
whj~~ a. Eramin mterpret~dJ we, took leave~ and were pre.sented 
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asafretida~ and he' received in return 'a han~ul J of rupees. · , 

Froln the baia we went to the tombs '.of the. :former Deo!, 
whlch:are SQ many small temples inclosed ,inta :well-paved court, 
planted round with trees, co~muhicating with the river by a 
handsome flight of steps. Here was ,going on all, the business of 
worship, In one place were women pburing oil, w'ater, and milk 
over the figures of the gods; 1 in another children decking them 
with flowers,;, here devotees 'and pHgrims performing, their ablu
tions, and there priests chaunting, ,portions :of the) .vedas;. yet all 
gOIng on in a rna'nner that "might beseem the inh~bitants. of the 
Castle 'of :Indolence. As ~ passed one \ nf the tom~temples" I 
caught a' glimpse of a large' highly ... poli~bedy stone,which I sup· 
pose i,. the (Palhidium :-of ,Chimchore_ .butl .. was desired) not ,to 
approach.it, so ,that I!could .. not(gratify,my curiosity,. I reiurn ... 
ed to .our tents, :fined with, reflections '.not very favourable' to, .the 
dignity of human natur.e,. after, ~ithess~bg such ,a, degrading, in-: 
'stance of sU'per$titious folly .. ; 1£ 1 cOuld be ~ll~suted that, .the com·' 
municaUoll·with Europe ,would in ~ever' so. rem.ote ,a, period, free 
the natives of India from; ;their' moral and ,·religious degradation, 
I could' -evep be almost.reconciled to. the methods by which the 
Eurppeahs have :acquired: pdsse~si611( of the country. , . 

, Our tents 'are.opposite to the ,Den's, bara, on. the -other side of 
the river, in a grove of mango, :baniant [pepil, alld babool trees If. 

-, I. ,Acacia 4rabica, in' Hin4~LBabul, j~ ~an~~rj,t ,Bur,bur!,. The,p,m.is ~alIed 

,Babulka Gund. The ,Acacia 'tie;'a~ pr J[imo~a Nilotica, 'which prodf,tces the guJ:D-8ra. 
, ( f)' I • • 'f J' .. 

bie, iSl10t found among the numerous species of Acacia that are natives of HindostaDj 
~ > j. 't I • 

but the gum of the babul is so perf~ctli similar to gu~:arabic, that for every purpose, 

. whethe~ medicinal or economical) it may be substituted for it./ The bark of the tree 
8 
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The scene before us is beautiful; the town towards the river is a. 
groupe of temples, in whose courts are magnificent trees, over

hanging ftights of steps of hewn stone, which lead to the river, 

and on which you s~e Crowds of people coming from or going to 

the bath.: 

Sungum Poonah, Dec. 20.~ ,Ve arrived here last night at five 

-o'clock. The residency is two miles from Poouah, at the junc
tion of the rivers l\Ioolha and 1\lootha, on which account it is 

ealled the Sungum or junction. rhe apartments are a groupe of 
hUllgalos ot: garden-houses, placed in a most delightful garden, 

1where the apple, the pear, and the peach, the orange, the almond, 
and the fig, overshadow-the strawberry, and are hedged in by the 

rose, the myrtle, and the jasmine 
. 'V hen dinner was announced we assembled in the garden; 

two choabdars walked before the resident, to make way for the 

great ~ab, according to the oriental eustonl; .. but he dispenses 

~ith the eere~ony of their proclaiming his \ides as he walks into 
bis own apartments. The dining bungaIo is close to the river, 

on a little height; the view from its windows is very pretty; to 

the right is Poonab, surrounded with· gardens on the banks of 

like -that of mos~ ,of the Acacias, is a powerful astringent, and is u~ed instead of 

oak-bark for tanning, by the Europeap ~anufa('turers of leatber in Bengal."-Cata. 
logue oj Indiall Medicinal Plantl imd Dntgs, hyJOHN FLEMING, 1\1. D. 
\. ' , 

The aower of the Babul i. a bright yellow baIl, very sweet·sceDted, and the wood 

is both hard and tough; it is tbe ~t in India (or ,,·heel. aDd ule-trees, and grows 

in great abundance all over the Deckan. 
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theriV'er; to the left jg the place where the suttees" are.performed, 
rendered picturesque by a number _of tombs-of a very. pretty; style 
of architecture, and a few trees; and the wpole countiy roqnd is 
highly cultivated. It was late ere we left the dining-room, for 
our party was such as does not often assemble in India. Fot 
once we forgot rupees and bales of cotton, and enjoyed a 
flow of polished conversation, rational cheerfulness, and urbanity, 
which it would be ungrateful UQt to mention,~and which it L~ 'jIil.,. 
possible to. forget. 

'Vc experienced some~ disappointment this, morning, for we 
were to h~ve seen and conversed, with a. Nusteek philosopher, 
who sent word that be :was. too fill· ,to.' come .to! ps .. " ; These sages 
are abhorred! by the Bramins, who caU them; ,atheists; because 
they assert that the soul can be .assured of Inathing but its .own 
existence, and, that therefore :we, cannot., be. certain :whether'there 
be a God or no. The books, ()f thiS' ,seet~ are ptoscribed; lllor ,dare 

any ~ramin,give or-lend them,lor"everl discover <where theY1lIla.)! 
be found. The,Vedantis are,ndt·!o: unfa~ourably !hOUghtl:O:t:; 

they,derly the existence bf ma1t~rt;and affirm.that our Jife is~ ilia 

effect of Muga'or delusion"produced by 'Br£hm, the.etemateneJ'oi 
'gy; they comparo it)to 'a glasSt bubble' filled twitb ,water, 1fiC!ating 
on the ocean; when the bubble bursts, the water is lost in its 
parent soutce; so; when the delu'$ion}' of 'exisiencCI ettds,' Illan . is' 
as~ if he' had never ;bebn. I A Pbndit of· tbi~ sect, 1 to -whbhi I ~olice 
mentioned Bisiiop B~rkeTeyis' s~i~'kn'~ simleJ; a~\d;}~ludirig to th~ 
popular belicf,;saidJ.lle·(mu~ hav€Lb~ra,.¥edantii.Bramin·in.his, 
pre-existent'state.; 

* Suttees, the burning of H ind6'o women with their husbands. 
1 
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':I!Jlut,I, m\1st leave tbese.c!asiein speculatwnsJ and tet1p"u:, to' oW 

ject$ of conhnon.sight and hearingJ :'To-~y~ for'the first' time, I 

roae,on,ah'~phant; his.. motionS :are .by.no means unpleasant, 

and they are quick. enougli tal keep~!a .horse' at a round I trot to 
kee{Y.up with I him.> 1 The.anlrpal.we.rode 1S eleven feet high; his 
foreheatl ,:antl\riafs..,:are ,.be~uti£ul1y' mottled;' his tusks arc very 
thick; andl salVed, oif{ .to, a, "Convenient Ilength for him to.kne~l 
while rusiriders.rliount., On. his>bacloan enonnous. pad is placed, 
and,tightly:girLwith:thains and.cotton rope; .lipon this ,is placed 
the h01l)da,. mlond of ,box! rlitided into tWOJ parts; the front· con ... 
taining a seat large €hough 'for;twOO1\three persons~ and the back 
a,space far/the, servant wnoJ}jears :the . umbrella. The rlrhrer'sits: 

astride!on the,animal~s neck;IJand with one 'fo9t behind each. ear 

he guides him, as :he pleases~: , Oli t out return 'we '~w him fed; 

as soon: as the ho}Vda; is,takenJQ.it he iSl led to the water, ,\vhere 

he lvashes and drinks-; he:'is then fastened by thel heels to a peg 

in his stable, where he lies down to sleep for~a few boul'S in the 

night 1only. ,HisJaod ls..rice.'gr.ass,.}eaves,fandr young branches 

of trees.,. but he ismost. fond. dfLbtead' and, fruit, especially die 
plantain. Our,evening excursion. was to see the ground pregat-t 
ed ,foT the new palace. to- be built,for 1hel~eishwa 'by the. Brilish; 
his~ highness paying ~or: the. -sa.me.~ ~ The design j~ handsome.; but 

I have sQlne,doubts as to the proprietyJof'a ~Gre~ian buildingl for 

the,~rt:sidence 'bf a Mahratta. Bramin. The site and g1l?hnd., 
plan are alrea'dy marked out, 'and ~on~eerated,. by being plastered 
over .with the sacred compost ot:cow~dung and ashes. 

" , 

,Dec. 21..-This morning thel gentlemen of our party joined 

those of the residency in a fox.rchase, a favourit~ amusement of 

the young Englishmen here, ~though the heat always obliges 



76 , JOURNAL OP A [Poo,,"". 

them to quit the field by nine o'clock. The _great $pott of the 
1\1ahrattas is ram-figbting. 'The animals are ;trained fOf,the pur

pose, and some of them which we saw were really beautiful:; 

but as these were not spectacles for ladies, we "dismissed, thcll) 

without a combat, much to the disappointment of their o\vners, 
whose fondness for these shews is only exceeded by'their love,Qf 
gambling, which so possesses the Hindoos, that they sometimes 
play away their wives and" children, and even their ow.n liberty .. 

In the afternoon the resident escorted llS through the town of 

Poonah, to the sacred nlOunt of Parbutty or Parvati, about 

two ,miles from Poonah. ' On each side of the road are gardens~ 
fields, and country-houses; and at the foot of Parbutty the ,Peish .. 

wa has a pleasant palace, with extenshTe gardens, in which there 
is a beautifully winding lake, whose banks are cIothedwitb irees;. 
and in the middle of the bason, opposite to·the palace, is a smaD 

i~laJld with a temple, and two or: three Bralums'. houses,. in a. 
grove of fruit-trees. 

Near,a pretty bridge, which crosseR the Jake, we got ,off the 
elephant, and ascended the hill by a handsome -flight. of stone 

steps. N car' the top are six, small brass' guns for ,firing, on iesli

'vals, and a little way above there are temples to various god~, 

which we were permilted, to enter, but. they -contained, only the 
common coarse gods, ,and pictures equally.void of taste nnd de

sign, executed in gaudy colours. on, the walls .. The temple of 

Parbutty, which crowns,the hini we.were not allowed to approach, 
, . 

, nearer· than the outer gatt.;;· so tha~'we saw nothing but-the Nun-

,di in the coUlt. 1'he vIew from Parbutty is fine; it commands 
ihe town, \V~th its gardens and, plantations, -the.)cantonruentsi of 

the .British subsidiary force,' and ;the Sungun,.)., Near. the 1 foot .ot 
fth~ hill is a large! square iield inclosed .lV.i~h' high~ brick wall" 

8 . 
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where; the Peishwa asselnbles, the ,Bramins, to whom he ·gives 
alms at the great l\Iahtatta'feast at the close of' the rainy season. 

The;1 are shut up in it till aU are asselnbled~ and as they come 

out one by one, they receive the gra tuity, of which, but for this 

precaution, some 'would get too many shares. On this occasion 

the Bramins come from all parts of India, and beg their way to 

and froni Poonah, so 'that they have the pleasure of the festival, 
and gain a few rupees by 'their journey. ' 
'. I ~ni sorry the Peishwa is now absent on a' pilgrimage, as I 

shoUld like tolsee a 'native prince I 'am told that he is a man of 
little or no ability, a' 'great sensualist, and very superstitious. 

His~time is spent in making pilgrimages, or buried in his zenana. 
Hara(y a week passes without some de\TouL procession, on which 
he squa:nders,,'i~mense 'sum5.~ and cont'equently he is always 

: Mor .. 
, The Peisbwa's ,family is' Braminical, but of so Iowan order 

that the pure BraIDins.refused to eat with him,; and at Nassuck, 

a place Qf pilgrimage near the source of ll16 Godavery, the Peish
wa was not allowed to descend into the water by the same flight 

'of steps used by the holy ·priests. This enviable· privilege the 
predecessors 'of the Peishwa had been endeavouring to obtain ever 

since dle.year 1726; but he lately threatened to give up the holS 
'temple, fOf'a, barrack for'the·English soldiers, in case of the fur
. ther obstinacy of the Bnimins, who, to save their god!3 trom pol. 
,lution, have at length granted, to th~ir master the whole Qf the 

'privileges' of .their order.. 'Ve returned from Parbutty through 
; 

.the-town., I saw ,nothing.to ,distinguish. the bflz.~r. of Ihe,capi. 
ttal .' from ,tbos~ t of .' the 'villages, excepli,ng a, greater num·, 

~bet .. · of female. ornaments. .The house~ are .very nlean', .. only 
the better ones are'painted as in Bombay. As we went along, I 
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sa w. a llum bci .of "vomen pourin~ jugs uf. water before: a d6nr~'attch 
was: told.it· W'a'S the custom ,to ~()., so,,:Whendl :chll£L'1~~think onl,Yt 
the first) 'is born,'.as an emblem offertilitY.4i The,an,citmt'pal~er 
or ra:ther castle -of Poonah,l is '~urroUGaed, by: highf) ,thick wallsp 

with four .large towers, and,. has ,oril.rJone -entrance, ,thiough"ar 
highly pointed arch; here the Peishw:a's' brother.andcothet'rii~ 
bers pfbis familY' resid~; but he has built a modem ho~e.for. 
himself in another part of the town... It is; squ~re, with fn~ iur'l"lo 
rets,- and is 'llainted aU civer with pale.green JeaV'esH ~Ve' stopped 
opposite td the 'windows,. ana saw· se'ff:!rat b£ the Peishwas ladieS.: 
One'of them was pointedbut.-as:the teignfng f~'touiit6J,r She Was' 
the wife of one, of his Highn~ss"g : subjet;ts,1 and ;had· tl;te ;reputatioli 
of being .the Dl0St' beautiful woman' in :his- domipions,< on',jvhicli 
account he sent for 'her tt)t.court~ ; and' took her (to l ihims~lf. : j ;Aftet 
making our ~alams before the palace, we returned to the Sun; 
gunl" crossing th~· riter a' 'little below tha ,wooden( 'bridge; 'for 
though,in the I rainy 'season the Moolha.is a,large-river,; ~t is!noW:. 
scarcely kne~deep. 

, Dec. 22.~W6'tclOk u llong and b~utjfulride t~rough;the~coUI1PJ 
try this morning i -but the ~ceheSlo£ natlue,r however. charming td thq 
eye~ must ,tire in desctiptiotll l fa;' want OD a\ sriflicie~ ~riety'.and: 

pre¢ision in ··the> lan'guag~!we 111'Oat: 'USe'J ' ,We, ~isited :some:sinan~ e2W 
catat'ions'near tne SUngutJI, which! shoutdhave u<lmir.ed more, had , 
I not seen' thoscJ of-Carli land, of ~ElEipliarUA.! ~ ll'htiY. are: below the. 
plain~1 and 'no~ -visible till Ohtfi~ lwithin themL' )'Veenferecl t~ou~. 
a'natural cleft·in'a:low rock~ and:foutid,ourSelves',iad small.area,J 
in,the 'centre :of whiCh: ia. w ton:nd ~etriple~'wi't.h\. six 'pillars, 'contaih-l 
ing' the 'Nun~i'; \ beyond 1~ js~a square cave, supported by seyerat 
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plain pillars, which, do not appear to.have been finished. Com .. 
partments in the sides of the cavern seem to have been designed 
fOD figur~ but lYe found no gods, excepting a small figure of Ha
numarli which seems to ,have, been lately placed there, and before 
which lay; some dry flowers and leaves • 

• ~j Parm·ell,Dec.26.-'M We left Poonah on the 23d, at day-break, and 
aTrired 'h~re'yesteiday ,afternoon. As we returned by the same road 

that 'we travelled before, w~ had nothing new; to see, and therefore 

we only stoppedJas long as: was absolutely necessary at each stage. 

As we! Were! ,vaIking"do\vn the ghaut,~ we. met several horsemen 

from I Scin8:!and- Guzerat, bn ~heirl road td ~oonah, in search of 

military. !iervice~" -They ,were, very ~handsomely dressed 'and ac .. 
coutred,:and werei w.alking, while their' horses-, :rjchly caparisoned, 
were led. ~',ThCir~~rrug are swords, shields,.and .spears, 'painted 

and:giltot ,One!~rrior had a!bow and arrows; his~bow hung by 

his. side, in"a ~se. .co~ted -with. tisSue; his. arrows. (\vere light and 
delitately mada, th~ head~ ,of: various shap~ pointed, barbed~ or 
cut'into qescentS1'3.ud'.his quiver,·,slungoverhis shoulder, glittered 

with gilding and foil. 'Vhen we reached Panwell our tents were 
not'arri'ved,,·so ,that ',ve·were obliged to.keep.Christmas .. day in the 
AIahonieHan ~a:irli"5' fomb-; l'uekiIy the ap'athy of the ~Iussulmarur 
preyenteil their being: qffenJ~d. I am delighted at having aecom

p'i~~ed "tqis,'yi~\t :to, ~hf1 ~I.~hritta lcpqnt~!; for though there is 
little interC6ting ill f Poonah itself, yet,. as the capi~l of a. Dation 

whcjse peiiod-of'gldty, bright and'short, isr SOl recent, it is at least' 
an ~~ett'!of' ~uriosity. 
_1ilf.tli~t ti~e :4fSev~jee, ?oh~~h w~s ~dJ.nc~nsid~rable vij.l~ge, 
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but during his reign it became the capital of the ~Iahrat.ta states, 
and has since continued so·. 

Shabjee, the father of Sevajee, was descended from the ancient 
Ranas of Oodipore, but was himself an adventurer, and the son 
of an exile, who was a. COlnmOl1 horseman, in the service of one of 
the l\Iahonledan kings of the Deckan. By his intrigues and talents 
he raised himself to consideration, and became agent to one of 
the last of the Nizanl Shahs. Being besieged in Ca]ia~e by the ene
mies of his master, and reduced to the greatest extremities, he fled 
to De;japore, and left his wife in the hands of the enemy. Shortly 
afterwards his son, Scvajee, was born, and bent to Poonah, then an 
inconsiderable village, wher.e Shahjce h~d a 110u5e, and where·be 
was carefully brought upbyaBramin •. Atthe ageofnincteen,Sbah ... 
jee being ~hen emp10yed -in .the'service of Bcjapoor, Sevajce seiz
ed his treasures, and, collecting a body 'of tr,{)ops, began .those in .. 
cursions by which he harassed the neighbouring, powers.> and at 
length raised the Mahrattas to their highest glory. The miscJ'a.ble 
condition of the five l\1:ahomedan kingnoms that .had established 
themselves upon the ruins of the Bhamanee monarchy t, was ex .. 

• Lie~tenant.Col(jnel Mackenzie, of the Madras elltablishment, informed me that, 
I~ng bt fore the Mllhnmedan conquest of India, a little commonwealth of Arabs exi8te~ 

on or nt'ar the spot where Poonah now stands. Whether they were pirate" or re~ort • 
ed there for the purposes of commerce, is not· ascertained. 

. , 
. t The Bhamanee dynasty of Deckanee kings begins with Suttaun AU. O'Dien' 

H oussem Kangoh Bkamanee, A. II. 748, A. D. 1347. Koolburga was· new harned 

by hUn ,Ahssunll.bad, aod became his capital. The OiLme BhamsIJee is deriv~ {rom 
Kangoh,a Bramio, wbo had been tbe benefactor of AlIa O'Dien, and was the tirst H!n .. 

doo ~ bo became the minister of a Mussulmsn prince. A ceDtUJ", had acarc'et, e1a'psed 

when 'the khlgdom was embroiled in civil dissension8~ and ",aannalJy split into five dif. 
ferent mODarc~i.eB, founded by the great officers of atate. These were the . 
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.tremely]favoura~]e to his eot~rprizes, nod he succeeded in it not. 

withstanding every effort of Aurengzebe, then newly established 

on the throne of Dehli, to prevent him. ' His first conquests were 

the hill fo~, situated among the ghauts, places of strength adapt

,ed for teceiving .his plunder and 'securing his women, during his 

iricul1)ians, into the· adjacent coun,try. His troops consisted of 

light and swift horsemen, and were always ready, on the cessation 

of the rain~, to plunder) before any arnlY could be assembled to 

.oppose them. In this.manner he twice pillaged Surat, carrying 

off immense ,treasures.. At length, however, partly by force and 

partly by stratagem, he was obliged to yield himself up to Au

.rengzebe,· and. with hi$ Son 'Sambajee, was carried prisoner to 

Debli, whence' he,soon found means to escape. He had esta. 

blished a custom, of, distributing among the populace immense 

quantities of confect~()naries, which were brought in large baskets. 

After con.tinuing this practice for some weeks, he concealed his 

, son in one of those baskets, and himself in anc;>ther, and ordering 

'a,slave to lie down .in his bed and counte;;feit sickness, he thus 

left his prison. Sambajee was entrusted to the care of an old 

~ramin, who conveyed him in safety to Rairi, where Sevajee soon 
joined 'them, ,after pas$ing through' l\Iuttra, Benares, and Ghya. 

After this adventure he recovered aU the forts he had lost, and ae .. 

q uired new possessions, particularly in the Kokun, or low coun-

Adil Shahee, established at Beejapoor, 
, I 

Nizam Sbahee,' at Abmednuggur, . " 
l\:uttoob Sbahee, at Goiconda, 

BUl'eed Sbahee, at Bider~ 

Ommaid Sbahee, in part'of Berat, 

. , 

} 

A. fl. ~95, A. D. 1489 • 

A.~. 895, A. D. 1489 • 

A. H. 918, A~ D. 1512. 

About A. D. 1540. 

. AU these Illonarchies were sub~ued by Autengzebe, and most of tbeir king~ were 

e~tber p¥t to d~ath Of imprisoned r~r lif~ by tbat conCJ.ueror. 
L 



·JOURNAL OP A [JfQhrlltIQI. 

try, between the ghaut and the sea, besides the ports of DUndn\.
Rajepoor, Sevendroog, ana Coulaba. 

About 1668, we find Poonah mentioned as the Tesidence of 
Sevajee, where he received his father Shahjee with great respect 
and affecLion, not even sitting down in his presence; and where, 
in 1674, his coronatioli took place, and he :first struck coins in 
his own name. Three or four years afterwards he made ali in
cursion into the Carnatic, where his brother Ekojee had made 
himself an independent kingdom, passed near Madras, and took 
Ginjee; but on the whole his success was inconsiderable, though 
he .carried off a great booty. . 

Sevajee died at Rairi, A. D. 1680 •. His character is very strik
'ing. Born in an obscure station, he not only raised himself to 
the command of a powerful people,-but he actually made ihe ·na

tion he governed; and although the ,Mogul.arms were employed 
against him for nineteen years, he continued to advance his 'own 
projects, and ultimately succeeded. It' must be confessed,. that 
he employed treachery to forward many of his -designs; but .his 
enterpri~es "ere always formed with sa~city, and executed with . 
promptness and vigour. In nl0delling his government, ,he sup. 
posed the Mahratta"state to be always at war, and .the king at 
the head, of his army; the affairs of the state were to be conduct
ed by a Prudllee Nedhee, or viceroy, and eight Pradbans or coun~ 
sellors, the first of which was the Pe~shwa; these~ministers were 
to be chosen from a~ ranks of peopJe, and removeable at will. ' 

Under Sambajee, the son and successor of Sevajee,' the c~n .. 
sequence of the Mahrattas continued to increase; th~ greater 
part of the Kokun wa; subdued, foIU "Were h~ilt; and the,Mah .. 
i"atta fleet ·$ustained two or .three, navaI.engagements~ with'. the 
Siddees;then in the·service of the lI6gu1., ·lp:tlie inidst of,tms 
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good fortune" Sambajee }vaS surprised by the artifices of Aur~ng
zebe, and tnurdered with tortures. He was succeeded, by his 

brother.. Rama, during whose reign the l\Iahrattas maintained 

their character and. conquests, although they met with some se
vere checks from the l\Iussulmaris. On the death of Rama, Sha-

:hoo, the son' of Sambajee, succeeded to the throne, and in his reign 

,began the degradation of the house of Sevajee, and the rise of 

the po'vcr of.the Peishwas. 

. Cannojee Angria, a pirate,. having made himself master of 

'se.veral sea-ports in the KokuD1 Shahoo sent the Peishwa BaJajee 

'Viswunaut to treat with, or to conquer him. He preferred the 

former,: brought Angria to a .p~ceable agreement with the ~Iah

ratta court respecting his forts and ships; and, from his success 

in this negotiation, he became the chief director of the Mahratta 

alfairs. Shahoo remained shut up in the fortress of Sitarrah, 

while Balajee held his court at Poonah, and by his victories 

obliged the Alngul ministers to consent to th.e payment of the 
chout .or fourth, and, the desmookhee or ten~h of the produce of 
the Deckan to,the 1\Iahrattas. Balajee was succeeded' in the 

Peishwaship by his son Bajee Rao Bulal, during whose govern

ment the families of Scindia and Holkar :first distinguished them

selves. . In 1735, ~ajee Rao Bulal was succeeded by his son Ba
lajee Bajee Rao: and ,the same year, his other son, Ragollallt 

Rao, with Mulhar. Rao Holkarand Dulajee ~cindiah, ravaged 
the whole of: "the 1\Iogul, .empire, pilla~ing Dehli, Agra,.anq La
hore, overrunning Bengal and the, Bundlecund, and seizing B~ 
rar:and Orissa, .. while Gwyckwar, anotper Mahrattci, took pos

session of Guzerat.. l\Ieantime the Rajah Shahoo died,: and was 

succeeded in his prison ,of Sitarrah, A. D. 1749, by najah Ram 
Rajah, in whose reign the Mahrattas, not content ~ith ravaging 

, 



S4 JOURNAL OF A, [JfaArattas. 

tbe northern provinces of India, descended from. their mountai~ 

Iil~e torrents, and poured into the Garnatic ,and' Mysore" undeJ: 
Ragonaut Rao, and his nephew 1\Ihadoo Rao, who had succeed; 

cd his father Balajee Bajee Rao in the Peishwaship. It· was 
against these chiefs that Hyder Na"ik made his .first campaigns, 

and perhaps the whole splendour 'of his military career is owing 
to their invasion of ,his country, which .called forth the hitherto 

donn~nt energies of his mind. While the Peishwa's 'anny. was 
engaged in the south, the l\Iahratta forces under Sadasho Bhow, 
'Viswas Rao, and Junkojee Scindiah, were defeated: with incre
dible slaughter at Paniput~, A. D. 1761, by.Abmed.Shah, the 

l\Iogul general; and this defeat, together witb the check dIe. south ... 

ern army met with from Hyder,' seems, to have given the death

blow to the Mahratta con <l.uests., - . . 
In 177.2, Mhadoo Rao was succeeded .by N arryn' Raa,' 'w1io 

was shortly, afterwards murdered by his uncle Ragonaut Raa, 
commonly called Raghabhoy. The l\Iabrat~a chiefs refused,obe-f 
dience to a murderer, and a civil war ensued;, when, the English 
supported Raghabhoy, but in effeclually • Tukojee: lIolkar" and 

Mahajee Scindia, declared themselves independe~t, ,and, the sOli 

of Narryn Rao was made Peishwa, but lvas shortly after acci .. 

dental1y killed. 

The present Peishwa is the S9n of Ragbabhoy; ·whom the vip .. 
toties and intrigues of the English' have placed on ,the ,l\fusnud, 

and have reduced to a state littJe' more en~iable than that of the 

prisoner Rajah at Sitarrah, who is the grandspn of Scvajee. .The 

Peis~wa still. keeps Up' .the far~ of go~ng to.Sitarrah tq'receive 

~ Pani{>ul is in21}° 28'\ N .Ja1. ~nd '76~ hO' ~ 1011g. ~I\d ~s ~O r;~og~~pbica~ miI~jJlr9p1,. 
Delhi. 
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~the'insignia othis1office from the'hand of the Rajah; but is "him
self so completely: uoder,ou!"' dotilinion, that he ipays a subsidy to' 

.maintain the three thousand troops which surrounq his capital 

.and.'keep/him' a: prisoner. 

, . Pointe de Gqlle, Island of CeylOnt Feb~ 16, 1810.-IIaving 
been! very unwell for some tim~. I was advised to take a 'short 
·voyage for the rec~very of my 'health.. This is a remedy which 
.seldom fail~ in this \ climate, and is 'found· particularly useful in 
the intermittent fevers of the country. Accordingly, as some of 

aUf' friends were sailing' for England, we thought we could not 
'dQ better tha_n. accompa~y;tliem thu.~ far ou- their passage. 
: Itr ·\Ve.:canie· here; ,in /.an, '>eight -hundred ,tou fcountry .. ship, ,where 

,everyttbing:is;as new· ito me.as.if 1 had never veen on ,board of a 
,large v.essel before", , AILthe sailots!are' lascars" and the only Eu
xopeans. are the captain~ three: offi~ets, and the . surgeon ; the gun
.ned.and qual'ter-m~st~rs".:Of::WhoIP there are, ten, are'Indian Por .. 
.ttugues6; (the.r p,re called, securimes.' ' ,;The bes1;Ja~cars ,are 'Siddees, 
,aotribe;of JVIahl)Iqed~D$.j ,inhabitants of,Gpgo. in ~Guzer~t.: They 

!ive,'chiefly on rice' and salt fish, but occasionally they take tea, 

J'qgal"; ,,~nd fruit, ~ as p~eV'entiv~:ot cures for the scur.~y. The . 
.ship is- built of·teak.,wood,. which' ;la~ts ,mucb longer than loak;' it 
·does1not:shrink; sO that little dLUlkirig is: required ~ 'and1it con
tairls sCi nnich oil, I that' the ir6n' bolts and riails driven' irito' it do 
~no~ '~~~i ~;' it' 'is lio\ve~e~, Jipco~ve~ien~ly heavy'. The l~asts 'ar~ 
... \ ,~J.. f "I' _ 'l •• \ ~ .. 1. t,,,, • ~. ~ 

_o~ po~n,". 'yhich, ,.tqo~gh, ,liglit~~ ,than' the teak, is cu,nibrous 
t. 4 j.. \ 

.~owparecl }vitb £uropeaQ, timb~~~, The rigging is of toier rope, 
wbich, is .,lnad~ ~of the.tcoco.:nut, husk, .steeped till t.he wOQdy 
part decays, when the fibres are' beaten, washed~)lnd· )aid~ by 
hand, as they are too stiff to be spun. The coier rope is very' 
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strong, and does not shrink; fresh water rots it, so that the stand. 

ing rigging is senred over with wax-cloth and hempen-yam; but 

salt water preserves it, and eoier cables are found to a~,swer par
ticularly welJ. Another kind of rope, brought from l\Ianillii, is 

both softer and stronger; it is made from the long fibres of the 

'Stalk of a speCies of wild plantain. Hempen rope is also made 

in India, and canvas of excellent quality is manufactured in 
13engal from the hemp * which grows plentifully all ,over Hin.. 

dostan~ but of which one-third is lost for want 'Of proper manage

ment. 

\ 'Ve were seventeen days on the passage from Bombay to Pointe 

de Galle, during which time we had very fine weather,. witb'land 

and sea breezes. In crossing the gulf of Manar, between Cape 

Comorin and Ceylon, we experienced the usual fresh w.inds, 
which blow in or out of the gulf according to the season. ~, The 
appearance of the land about \bis place is beautiful 'j the. hills ~nd 

vaIleys~ mountains and woods, ,with the projecting rocks' about 
the road .. stead, tlIe old Dutch. fort, and the shipping,· make' a 
most delightful ,landscape. We had scarcelYaJlchored when we 

.. "C<!,mahis, sativa; in Hindui, Bhang and Ganja ; 'in SanscJit, GunjiCiI. ~ 
marck is of opinion, tbat the Indian Ganja is a differeDt spe<;ies of Cannabis from the 

Camuzbi, sati'ta, aDd naml's it ' Cannabis Indica foliis alternis,' (Ene,.:. Bot. I. (95). 
, I ~ • 

But 'Y~ldt=;nowJ after remarking that the EuropeQ~, Ip~jes chas ,also alternate leave., 

,assures,us, that, on comparin~ it wilh IDaDY specimens of, ~be Ind;Q,!,pl~nt, lie cou141;1ot 

perceive any difference'between ~em. See Sp. ~1.1V~ 763. N:ei~er 'could Dr,R~x-
'" • ,. l>\" , , 

burgh, on COmpal'lDg pillDt8'raised from Europe hemp-seed with the Ganja plant, dis-
" " , , 

covefin tbe latter tlie' slightest di$tinction~ riot even enough on wbich' to 'foUnd it va.. 
, I 

riety."-.d Catalogue of l.ndian lJledicillal Plant; lind Drugs, by J OBN' F1.E)flNO, 

M.. D.' Calcutta, 1810. 
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\Ver~ surrQunded by 'a nUlllber of little boats, containing vegeta

bl~s, fJ1iit,l ~nd bread. These boats are curiously constructed; 
a ,hollow tree forms the bottom, in th,e sh~pe of a canoe; on each 

side of this a plank is sewed with coier thread, and the interstices 

are filled. up with dammar; across, the boat two poles are fixed, to 

one end of which, at the distance of twice the breadth of the boat, , 

an outrigget: is fastened to bala~ce the boat, and to prevent its 

oversetting. 00 one of these poles the mast of bamboo is usu

aUy set up; an old mat,' or a piece of. coarse cotton, serves as a 

sail, and the ~dder is an oar or paddle, sometimes tied to the 

boat,' but oftener held by its master. . The fishermen and boat

men o( Ceylon are dueHy l\:lahamedans, called. llfoplahs, from 

the 1\tlalabar coast • 
. 'Pointe de Galle is an old Dutch fort, very much out of repair, 

an4 not ,,~rth making better. It is very neatly,kept, and has a 

ch~erful air frOln the rows .of trees planted on each side of the 

streets. 'there are not above. six English ,famili~s resident here, 

but at present a much greater Dumb~r are cvJlected, as the.tl~et 

assembles he~e for convoy,. .and, , to take in ,spices on the voyage 

home. I walked t~ the beach this morning, to see the last.of 

the homeward~bound ~hips; tw~and-twenty sail got under way 
at day-break" and many .an a:uxiou& ,wish. went with ,them. 1\1a. 
l1Y a mo~~et had trusted her 'darling child to the waves, nay, 
much more, fa the car¥ of strangers, in the conviction that,' de

priving herselfbf the delight: of . watching over" it, was .tQ secure 

its permanent advantage. And.many a' fond husband; .un&bI~ to 

accolupany his, wife, ,had sent her 'to btea~he her native air, a$: 

the la~t reso4.rce' tQ, preserv~ il Jife ~o ,d~r. 
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Feb. 18 .. ~'Ve intended to'have left Pointe de Galle yesterday, , 
but were prevailed on to make an excursion to ·see a celebrated 
Bhudhist temple at Bell~gam,!about twenty miles soutb .. easffrom 
this place~ None but open carriages arc used in Ceylon; we 

therefore went in bandies, in plain English gigs, to the villageof 

Dellegam, where we breakfasted in ,the rest-house on the sea.., 

shore. At every station round the island there are rest-houses 
for travellers under the care of the ll!lodeliar, or. head-man of the 

place, in which are tables and chairs, but beds; and tn;ble-furni~ 

. ture are provided by the travellers., As we accompanied one· of. 

the principal servants, of government, the }"laha' 11lodeliar, ot 
overseer of all the head-men of lhe islan.d, attended 'us, ~nd provid. 

ed Qur breakfast; the table was covered with cbstly plate, which 
I fo~nd was aU his, property .. Jl1ie rest-ho~e was decorated 
with white and colobred calico tied up in roses, and coco-nut leaves 
split so as to form fringes and festoons; the pillars of the viranda 

were covered with palm leaves tied up in bunches, and a gateway 
, at a little dista~ce was dressed in the manner of a trlum phal arth, 
with leaves and many-coloured flowers., 

After breakfast we walked 'to· the temple, through some of the 

prettiest fields, I have seen in India. A flight of rude slone steps 

leads to the building, which 'is low ,and-mean, but near it are the 

ruins of' an older and much handsomer structure. Opposite to 

the temple is a; large solid conical building, supposed to cover the 

ashes of a Bhudllist saint, onif of which ornaments~ the court of 

, every' temple to Bhudw Near it are·two I~rge,tree8, ~hoth sact:ed, 

one is:the Pupil, a species of the banian, and the other. bears 

.la~ge sweet-scenled yelloW: fIowers,lsomething Jike'a cistus. 

, Wit~in the temple is a recumbent figure of 13hud, twenty-ejght. 

feet long j his countenance is broad and placid, his hair is ,curled 
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like that of a 'uegrOt anc;l on the crown of his head is a flame-like 
ornamen.t,~such as I have ,seen in l\fontfaucon and Denon, on 

the heads of the Egyptian deities.' 
The dress of the statue is like that of the priests of the 

temple, and, as well as the' figure, is painted of a bright yel
low colour, excepting a scarf which is red. Another Bhud 

is seated in a corner on a cobra-capella, coiled up as a seat, 
whose hood forms a ca~opy over his head. There is besides 
a. gigantic four ... handed. statue of Vishnu, of a dark-blue co-. 
lour. which ~ppears to be of porcelain. The walls within the 

temple are covered with painted figures of Bhud, ,as they are 

(!alled here, but which strongly resemble th~~ine figures I ha~e 
-seen elsewher~; they are sitting with one .leg over the knee of 
the other, and the' fore-finger' of the .right hand applied to the 

thumb of the -left, in· the attitude of . contemplation. The outer 
walls are painted with an immense number of figures, among 

which I noticed ~everal exactly resembling one in Denon's 40th 

·plate, of 1\ conqueror holoing, the hair of a number of enemies at 
once with ,one hand, while the other is raised, apparently with 
,the design of cutting off· all the heads. The priests were all ei
ther unable or unwilling to ,give any explanation of these pic .. 

t 

-tures,: which appear tQ refer' to the history or the mythology of 
the island; or· hoth. 

Among the Bhudhists tbere are no distinct castes; any'man 
may obtain the honours of the priesthood who can read the com .. 

·inoo-service of 'the temple, who"has no- bodily .infinnity, who is 
·strong:enough to 'beg, and wht win take a vow of celibacy; hoW'~ 
ever,' should h~ afterwards wish'- to marry; he is 'aVliberty to do 
so on qui~ting the priesthood., These priests shave their heads 

. ~~tirely •. and never cover_them; they are clothed· ln yellow; t~e 
M 
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, robe is very full, it is thrown over one shoulder, and, leAves the 
other bare; th.ey carry in their hand~ a ,small, o\:al fan made 'Of 
the, leaf of the talipot, a species of palm~ A, spacious garden 

and some rice-fields belong to the temple, for the maintenance of 

the priests. The path from the temple ,to the gar.den crosses.~ 
shelving rock, on which there is an inscription, which neither the, 
l\iaha 1\1odeliar, who, was with us, nor .the pries~s,. could read. 

The sacred hooks of the Bhudhists are in the Pahli .language, 

which it is said has a great resemblance to the Sanscrit"Pracreat, 
and Pehlavi tongues. Fonnerly there was an annual importa~ 

tiCfn of boQ¥s-and priests fr9ID Siam, the great scat, of Bhudhism; 
put of late years the intercourse between that cQuntryand Ceylon 

h~s ~early ceased, anel the priests are consequently be(fome ex
tremely ignorant in the Cingafese t~rdtory; nor is it prob~ble that 
those of the Candian country are much, mor€( ,enlightened,. for, 
the king being of a Hindoo family, Bhudhism has,ceasecJ: to be 

'the religion of the court, and is therefore m~ch neglected. ' ',I. 

The popular account of Bhl,ldhism which fol~ows, I regard lyith 
.some distrust, as it reached. me through the, ~ransla~on:; o£ soma 

missionaries, who seem to have falsified, or at least exaggerated, 

some of the absurdities of that system, in prder \0 optaht a 

strQnger, hold over the minds of their pros~ly.tes, very few. of 

whom ~re learned enough to have recourse to· ~he:ir book!i in the 

~origina1s.for,information, and therefore quie\ly, acquiesce in the 
.. belief that Bhud and ,Satan are one and the ~ame person; while 

.their spiritual guides hnpress on their rplnd~ ,the siq.fuln~~s of wor-, 

.shipping the devil. Even the MAha Mod,eliar, .w!J:o j$, a Dutch 

.Protestant, though, a ll'1~~of sen~eJ is S9 posse~s~ ~id~ this.idea l 

.that he wo~ld,fain have diss~aded ,us from going ,inio ,tl}~ ~mpJc, 

.. ~here ther~ .iW'ere.onl),: some de,vi~s,.as. h~Jcalled ,ip~ Wtages pf the 

~ods. 
1 
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,iThe Bhudhisls'are:accUsed ofabsdlutely denying the existence 

of~' supreme' being; 'and ·of. looking .to annihilation· after death 

as supreme happiness; lJet: they have templeS and a system of 
worship r TheY:believethat·there have been four Bhuds ,born in 

different, a~es ~nd Inations, to, better. the condition of mankind, 

by ,promulgating. laws' :and Clestroyingl tyrants and oppressors. 

Having accomplished the benevolent end of their existence, they 

withdrew,into woods and deseris( whe~e they.led lives of contem
plation fori thousa:nds <o{ years,; and .obtained tcommand over mil. 
lions of spirits 'who inhabit heaven' ~nd earth. The last Bhud is 

accotInted,th'e author otthe sacred books, and of the present SY5 .. 

tem of religion. II He forbid -the slaying of animals, either for food 

or sacrifice,' and ~thus- agrees r in :character' with I Bhud the ninth 
awatar of lbe' Hindoo, Vishnu. Like' the Jines, the Bhudhists 
believe that" hfter death" the: spirjts 'of the virtuous will be raised 

through'different degrees of happiness" with this difference, ifmy 
~nformation be .correct,~ t~at the Jines ,suppose. i1J,dividual exist .. 

ence to end by the absorption ,bf the. souf in\9' tlie divine essence, 
while' the Bhudhists .believe \ in total annihilatiom as the consum

mation of felicity. 
t About two ,miles from'!fhe temple;of ~enegam. there is a 'large 

fragment of. rock,. Ibn 'Which is\ sculptured; a figure twelve feet 

high;' he' appearS armed~ an~ one hand. is held up arid one down, 
as is usu~ny~ seeofiI).'tbe:statues 'of'Vishnu •. The ,country peoPle 
~all;it,t.he CottaFij.~jah~ who, it .se~ .. was. a conqueror from-the 
maiw-landM India,' but' i lv-nose adventures are so:' bl~nded I with 
lnagical \,v-onders, I that I, 'cannot lveriture to repeat them. ' An 'an

nuahfeast. was. formerly celebrated ,in honour' of this figure, and 

in;a'sinall'rock: before :it are holes, in .which 'the ¥odhliar :told 
'me/the people w'ere wo~t·to,plani·spears on that feStiv~t 
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Although the village people are sufficiently ,accustomed to the 
sjgbt of English travellers, as the'governor ot'some'of the supe
rior officers ofgovernmcnt go round the island, twice or ~rice a .. 
year to inspect both its military and civil 'concerns, \ve,had n 

crowd round us wherever we moved. TIie general ,appearan~e 
of the Cingalese is coarser Jhan that of the natives of Bombay 

and the adjacent coast, and they'wear less clothing in general. 

The Maha Modeliar being, the principal native, I shall describe 

his dress first. Although a Christian, he confor~s to the custom 

of his ancest~rs in wearing' a piece of chintz 'wrapped round him 
like a petticoat, but the rest of his ,dress is in the Portugbese form. 

His stock and waistcoat of fine white cotton, 'are buttoned, with 
rubi,es; his coat, is of fine English broad-cloth, >the buttons: o'f 

embossed silver, and the button-holes embroidered with the same. 
Across his shoulders hangs a rich ,gold lac~_ sword .. belt.' fasteneu 

with a cluster of precious -ston~;' the sword hilt and. scabbard 

are chassed gold, and the eye& and tongue::J of the li?ns heads: on 
the hilt are of rubies. ,The l\Iodeliar's hair is combed tight back 

from the face~ and fastened' in,a knot behind; a square to,rtoise

shell comb ornaments the top of the head. 
The commoi1 people, wear their hait dressed ,in ,the same man

ner, exceptingr that the wOlDen' deck· :the knot·rbehind with lC?ng 
pins of gold 'a~d silver :set with precious stones~, .,Neither:,5Cx 
w~ars ,any I c1othin~ above the waist, excepting when theYI become 

, household: serv:ants) to, .Europeans;. when they putl,UW Q. jacket·; 

the clothing of.the ·beUentsort descends lo\the,heels~ theJlcommon. 
p~ople are'only .cov,ered: ~Qlthe:knee. 'rhe'Cing~lese house~:are 
better constructed, thanLthose~of the saine' cJ~ss of: natives in/Dom.. 
bay, .owing:perliaps. to .the v,eCeSsities ;of. tlieJ tlimat.e,.,whichli; 
more damp and variable, "I;L-tlm':unlVillingJto ·.think1tqe tL.atives Io! 
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any'country naturally inferior to those of another, and I there
fore endeavour to, account t9 myself for the great moral dispa
rity between Europeans anq Asiatics, by supposing that the se .. 
t'erities of the northern climate, and the difficulty of raising food, 

give a spur to- industry and invention" t9 surmount the disad
vantages of nature, and to procure property and comforts, which 
are valued i~ proportion to the difficulty with which they are at
tainCd. But no such incitements to exertion exist in this cli
mate, and the mind sinks in proportion to the inactivity of the 

body .. 
, :, Schools for English, Dutch, aqd Cingalese, have been esta

,blislied,in ditferen~ paJ;ts of Ceylon. Those who are brought up 
in'them'are,mostly ~aptized by the ' Dutch Protestant ministers, 
which. opens to theni, small offices under, government; hence 
'they are becoming ambitious, and of course industrious. They 
build, better houses, eat better food, and wear better clothes 

'" .".1 ~ 

. than ·theif ancestors". land l' am happy to find. that their number 

."is daily increasing. I 

• 'Ve returned to PQinte de Galle late in tI1e evening, and I was 
agai~ charmed with, the country we passed through. The road 
lies along the sea-sho.re,., through coco,.p~t woods,. in which there 
is here an'd ther~ an opening, where ypu discover fields and lakes, 
f~rests and -mountains; melting away in the distance", It ber;ame 

. dark ,before ,we reac~ed.hoine, .when suddenly the wood. seemed 
in a'bl~ze; eighteen or \ twenty of th~. inhabitants, of a village, 

concealed by the brushwood, r~n ou~ of th~~r houses with bun
.,.dIes oElighted coco.nu!,leaves, and preceded us to, ihe next ham

let, where: they~ were: reli.~red by others, and .50 on' to Pointe de 
" . 

, ... Galle.' ,Tl}.e effect. of this _pluminatiop ,surpassed that. of any I 
..ever :sawj' . SoPJ.etimes.the straIght 'ulll trunks of the palm.trees, 

., . 
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whose fan-like heads remained in shadow, .se~med.to represent I"' 
loagnificent colonade; so~etimes, where the creeping plants had 
entwined themselves round them, and hung in festoons from.tree 
to tree, they appeared like some enchanted bower, dressed', by 

fairy hands i while the graceful figures of the torch.bearers, scarce"'! 

ly clothed, yet glittering with barbaric 'gold, and pearI, with theif 

joyous shouts, recalled to our imagination the tri~mpbs .. of Bac, 

chus. 
This evening I went to see ~ little colony of Chinese near the 

fort; they were brought here by the government as ~deners ; for 

none of the Europeans who h~ve possessed Ceylon 'have 'yet been 

able to raise vegetables in the island; the patience of the Chinese 

has however, succeeded, and I saw not 'only c_sculent'vegetables 

of every kind, but thriving sugar-calles under their management. 

The gardeners have built themselves very neat' houses in the gar~ 
." 

den. At each end of the principal room ill every house there is a 
high table, over which is hU,ng a tablet, containing Chinese tha
mcters; I a~ told that these are the names of the forefat~e~ of 
the families ;: and before, each tablet. a. lamp was burning, \ ,The 

rest of the furniture consisted of cane couches or beds, and pieces 
of carpet for coversf I which are folded up, in the day-time. At 
every door there were two or: three chairs, and a low Lable with 
tea~pots and cups upon it. The dress and air ,of.. ·the Chinese is 
so exactly what we see on every;China cup and dish, that it is 
needless to describe them. 

Columbo, Feb. 28, 1810 .. -1 a~ writing; in a hungalo lent ,us 
by a friend, on the margin: o( the .beautiful:lake'.ofColumbo •. It 
is divid'ed int~ bas~qs,hy :pi~jectipglpoints,!and,interspersed Hith 
isl~n~s; i~s b~n~s ,are, .do~~ed, .with. villas. ,and, fringe<\. with. as 

" . 
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,great. a variety 'of trees as you s~ in England; it is only where, 

.on some steep bank, the slender betel lifts its graceful trunk, that 
we 'are remiuded of being in the East Indi~s. 

,\Ve left Pointe de Galle on the nineteenth. Our party con .. 
-sisted of ourselves and three friends* one of whom we accompa
.rued from Bombay, and the other'two, ]\fr. and 1\Irs , are 
inhabitants of Columbo, upon whom the l\Iaha ~Iodeliar always 
attends on their journeys;> and the whole road from Pointe de 
-Galle to Columbo was decorated in the same manner as the rest
hoU&es. ; The dressing the road for persons of consequence in the 
government. is a tribute from the fishermen of this coast, and so 

is the, providing light~ at night in the manner described in com
jng from Be1legam'l Under the Dutch government, the inhabi
tants of. th~ yillages were requir,ed to furnisQ provisions, and koo
Jis to carry both,the palankeens and baggage of travellers with
out hire j bQt the English pay. punctually for every thing of this 
kind. Th~ dressing thetrpad and rest-houses, '.lS it is seldom re
quired, and is perfor~ed chiefly by the wOIlJpn and children, is 
no,heavy burden~ and is merely exacted as a mark of respect to 
the officers, o( gQvemment. OUt first stage was from Pointe de 
Gall~ to Heccadua, a considerable village, near which there is a 
broad .river, which we, crossed on a stage erected on three small 
,boats, with a ,canopy of white cotton ornamented with leaves and 
flowers. ' 'Ve spent the beat of the day under the, shade of the young 

" . 
coco-nut wood ,on the beach at Heccadua; - In the afternoon we 

. proceeded to A~bolamgodda, and ,stopped about half~ a mile 

iro~n. it to )QOk at, a magnific~nt lake, formed, by a, large river 
whic;b; d~scends from the, Candian cOWltry. The Candians fre
quently come do:wn this riv~~ to balter betel-nut" rice, and preci
QUS_stones, fQr.salt and some' other necessaries,.-:-a tr~c tba" no 
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jealousy -of their government can prevent, for, as the English pos
sess the whole of the -coast of Ceylon. they have no salt but what 
they obtain in this manner. There is a long. wooden bridge 
over the stream between the lake abd the sea. on wbich we were 
ruet by all the dancing men and musical instruments of the vil .. 
lage, to which they conducted us dancing and playing before us 

all the way. At the entrance of Ambolamgodda we found what 
I suppose is the militia of the place. drawn up· to receive Us. 
Three or four old bayonets stuck upon sticks, as many old bear

spears, old pikes, and weapons without names, composed, the· 
ragged arnl0ur of the ragged crew; and a -Madras bed-cover, 

fluttering on p, pole, served for a standard. At the head of this 
band marched the village Modeliar, who led us to the rest-house, 
where, after dressing ourselves, '\Veisat down to an excellent din
ner of the fish' of the coast~ parf of a wild hog; of which there' are 
great numbers in the island, and other good things; but as I do 
not mean'to record our daily bill of fare, I shan mention at once all 
the provisions 'that may be had without going out of Ceylon. The 

coast abounds with a variety of good fish;, dOInestic quadrupeds 

require feeding at great expense, owing to the scarcity offodder, but 
the poultry is excellent, and the woods occasionally furnish wild 

• • 
hogs, venison, and jungle fowl, besides wild duc~s and teal. The 

fruits are the best I have seen in' ~ndia of their kind; they are, the 
pine-apple, the pamplemousse qr ..,baddock, the plantain, and the 

orange. The coco .. nuts are remarkably good; particularly a large . . 
kind of a gold'en colour, called the Rajah's coco-nut. 'rhe CQmmon 

people eat great quantities of the J ack.fruit, which they slice and 

currr,vhileunripe; 1,6£ course, preferthem'ripe, but they require to. 

be ,$cely prepared and steeped in salt water, 'for the eatable pa~, 
-When ripe,is bedded in a 'slimy substance, the smell of'which'is 

, 8 
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irit6lerable~ ,The Hread- here I ·is .. extremely good,' and the butter 

made in 'private houses is· ohl!. inferior to, that in England. Tha 

supply of vegetab~es is vety scanty'; potatoes and onions are iill. 
ported frowl Bombay; -and' sdmetimes, but very rarely, cabbage 
and peas are brought from Bengal. 

"VheiI I went"to thY'room at nightJ I found a. lamp, of proba~ 

hly a inore ancient ;form than-any antique; a solid lump of wood, 

with a' lo'Jj~f stick inserted into it, supported half a coco--nut shell, 

which contained the oil and ,th~ wick. The hand> of art only 

was wanting to- convert this -rude lamp into &n elegant piece of 

furniture; fo~ the Jog' was an- unphined piece of ebony, the stick 

a fresh bamboo,- and thtj shell itself, "hose form as' a lamp is 
beautiful, taKeS ~a:fih_e: pblish.. _ 

The ·next motning after· breakfast we went to Cossgodda, a 
, small vil1age, the only ,stage where we were not on the sea-shore. 

A~ we went through the ,vood, I saw Qne of the large babobns,. 
called here 'Vanderdws, on'the top of a Coco-nut tree, where he 
,"vas gathering·nuls, .. wifh which he run 'along the tops-of the ttees 

;, , 

with surprising~ agility. I at-first took him fot a man, but:·I' dis .. 

covered ,roy mistake when ,he·- peeped at my palankeen throfigh 
the Ie&Yes~ by. tne' la:tge grey. _ ruff he has ,round ,his f~u::e. From. .. 
Cossgodda. we ptbceeaoo to' Bentot,:where there are 'the r(~roains 

of a Dutcll' tort. and· toWn.' It i~' oil: the- ,side of a, very be~lutiful 
, ' 

river, 1vhieh, wecfoS'sed in die 'sa'roe manner as we,did'that near 

,Ifeccadu~., Befote breakfast thtr nex t morning, Captaip ~4.-" -
and I walked round', the neighbouring fi~Ids; and 'were ,delighted 

, ,with lhe beauty of 4 the .scenery. There is a little promontory 

,jutting out into .the sea, coy~red with' flowers and' shrubs, 'and 

charmingly shaded; there 'we' ,sat: ,and watched two sman. '\te~sels 
as tliey sailed at a' distance,: while the murm~rs of, the ocean -were 

, 
- N 
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but llOW and then hushed enough to alloW' us to hear the songs of 
the fishermen on the ,beach. I cannot sometimes help comparing 

the different ways in which the same objects affect minds accus
tomed to different trains of association. The low rocks on the 

8hor~, which cause a continual Qoiling of the w~ter round them, 
and the stupendous clouds that .roll over the main, changing its 

hue. to every various tint as tliey roll, I have always admired 

a~ anlong the most interesting circumstances of a sea--view i but 
Illy companion, though fully sensible of their beauty, feels at the 

sight of these objects the secret horror that the forerunners of 

storms and shipwrecks are calculate4 to inspire. 

"\V 6 1eft Bentot after breakfast, and arrived at ~arbareen about 

two dclock, where we found that the provident l\fodeliar had 

erected a beautiful rest .. house for US1 and had prepared ap excel

lent· collation. 'fhere is a bold projecting rock, nearly insulated, 

on ~he top of which is a l\lu~sulman saint's'tomb,-a mean little 

bui1ding, overshadowed by four or five coco-nut trl!es; here the 

Modeliar had built our bungalo of bamboos, covered with cot ... 

ton cloth, and decorated with .leaves, flowers; and' bunches of 

~co-nuts by way of capitals to the pi11ars; and across the chasm 

which separates it from the village, a temporary bridge was 

thrown, covered with cotton, and decorated like the bungalo. 

At the foot of the promontory the fishermen sometimes lay up 

their. boats and :;pread their _ nets; and the whole scene was so 

picturesque that I Inhde,.a sketch of it, after which I joined the 

~arty in the rest-house, and enjoyed the freshness' of, the breeze, 

which ruffled, the, open ,sea, . but left the inner bay smooth aQ,d 

clear as a ulirror. 

Barbareen is a ~Iussulman village, and the Modeliar is also a 

~hl~s\llnlan; the' inhabitants al'e, chieflyartizans, who, work, in 
,II 'Ie - \ .. 

,~ , " " ~ r"" '( _ \ 
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all kinds of metals; we saw several's~ dirks, with theft 
scabbards, of very good workmanship. xt stage to Bar-
bareen is Caltura, where there is an old Dutch fort, man ding 
a most beautiful view. A broad river flows from the easte 
rests, which extend almost as far as the eye can reach, where 
they are lost, together with the distant mountains, in the hori .. 
zan. 1Vestward the river empties itself into the ocean, amidst 
rocks and groves, whel'e the fishermen shelter their boats and' 
build their huts. As I ,vas attempting to sketch the scene, a 
violent storm of raIn, thunder, and l~ghtning came on, with all 
the grand circumstances peculiar to tropical climates, and forced 
us to take shelter i~ the rest-house, where we rema~ned till the 
next morning, when we crossed the river hefore day-break. First 
our palankeens and servants went over in two or three sman 
boats lashed together, and with them a number of people carry
ing lights; then all the village musicians in separate boats, hav-

/ 

ing also their lights; and lastly our boat, dresse~ with white cot-
tOD, flowers, and Jeaves, and illuminated witp the dried coco-nut 

. leaves. I really never saw so gay a scene; and it wa~ with no 
small regret that I -reached the opposite shore, to shut myself up 
in my palankeeri, and to listen to the ,monotonous song of Iny 
palankeen-bearers. 

After breakfasting in a small bungalo on the sea-shore, we 
reached our friend's house on the lake of Columbo, about two 
o'clock, and ,were, well please<;l to find ourselves settled quietly 
in 'a comfortable' bungalo, after spending so long a ,time in wan
dering, t~e last four days of which were passed either in travel
ling in a palankeen, or in a rest-house preparing for it. The 'dis. 
tance from Pointe de Galle to Columbo is.on)y seventy .. two miles, 
and might be accomplished in little more than twenty-four hours ; 
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but it is fatiguing to travel sO fast, and is attended with conside
rable expense, a~ ill that case you must have ~ore than double 
the numlwI of bearers for your palankeen. 

]Jfarch I.-We bave now been at Columbo some days; and I 

an) so delighted with the place, and with the English society here, 
that if I eQuId choose my place of residence for the' rest of the 

. tiIne of my absence fronl England, it should be Columbo. \Ve 

generally drive out before breakfast in a bandy, and go some

times through the fort, which is extreme]y pretty. It is 'imme

diately between the sea and the lake? and only joined to the 
main-land by a causeway on. each side of the water; and sruue

times we' go 'through the cinnamon gardens, which lie at the op
posite end of the lake. The cinnamon is naturally a tall s~rub~ 

or rather tre~, but it is kept Io\y in the gardeq$ for the sake of 

the young bark, which is gathered at two different, seaSQns, though 

the sanlC plants are not cut every season. 'Vhen the sticks .are 
cut, the bark is taken off with a little ins~rument, which peels t~le 

whole at Dnce; i~ is then laid j~ the sun to dry, when it rolls of 

it~elf in the manner in which we see it in the shops. Great nice
ty is required in laying together a sufficient number of 'pi~ccs for 

one roll, and in sorting the different qualities, the fmest spic~ 

being alwa~s at the' extremity of the branch.. The soil in the 

gardens is fine white sand. Besides the cinnamon, I saw there the 

~ashe}V .. nut, two kinds of datura; the ixora, and a variety of plants 

with the names and properties 'of which I· am not acquainted. ' 

A few days ago' we jqined a large p3.fty'in an excursion. to the 

governor's country,"hou~e, Mount· Lavinia. ,It is a' charming r~sb. 

dence.; it literally Q~erhangs the sea, and has all the beauty that 
hill and valley,' wood hnd· rocks, with a ~autiful 'beacti and, a 

1 
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fine Qpen S~" can giv,e~ , ;'rhe intel;Qr, thou~h ,no,t-1arge, j~ very 
pleasant';_ 3 long ga:IleryJp(>k~ .tpw~r~~ th~ se~; ;tb,e ropws on. 
tbe other -side ' cpnun~nd ~ S911~e prtH~ b.in~~ thQ sides ,of wpi,ch 
fOf!I1 .fine lalvns; and in t~ valley are ,p~ul-tre~, which hlde all 
the farnl~Qffices •. and afford shelteX' to· ,fl,' colJec;~ion of ani~als of 
the deer a.nd. elk kind" from the ipwripr ,of, th~ is14nd, auQ. from 
the opposite coast of-India.- Feeding by hiO)~elf, we r~(llarJ<.ed a;n 
anlmal not less b~a:utiful ,than terribJ~" .the wild, bpI1, whQse 
mi1~:-white. hld(fis adorned:witb ~ black fipwiQg Qlaoe. 

Ifure 1 'saw speciilums }o£ ~ev:era,l bea~~iful kjpds of wood in 
the furniture ,of the hQuse., The, jack-}Vooq, which, at first yel~ 
low, beComes ()u .expoS~e :to' tbf:} ~ir 9f th~ GploUf of II;lah~ 
gaDy, arid is of as nne ~ gt~"; \\le t90n, Qr <;ountry mahogany. 
which comes from Bengal; ~lw ~Qony, wpose black vie~ wj~h the 
native je~ ,of it,he isl3Dd i J:he &~tin·W9{lq, wi~h its silky l\lstre; the 
calaminda, whose dfJ,r~ Md., JigQt y.cips ·al~ern~tely sheW" each other 
to the greatest advantag~; flPq ~owe otpers of Iij.or~ or4i~ary 
~ppearance •. an~ in ,mor~ C(>n;lAl<;>~ 'U,$~. • 

, lflarCh 9.~'Ve have beenJ}jghlJ·gr~tj1ieq by an e~~lJr~ion to 
Negumpo, Iwhence we we!).t ju.~·"th~.jp~gle tQ ~~e th~ m~ijner of 

-tak~g ·elephants:., .)y' e lert. Columhf.l '~~rly DA th~ ~~th; nnd af., 

ter: breakfasting, .in, J~" pretty \bQQg~19 ,op: tll~ Wf!Y t lV~ r~Gh(((l 

Negurp.bo :to .diooei,:wMre W~ we:r:e jgim~d by tq~, C9l1~CtQl~ of the 
districtt ' a: le'arhed,i.and ip~~niop$ m~n.' And l\!r p~n~eJ the Pflin't 
ter; ·whose:printedwiew.s. of CeyJpIJ..yp:q mJ,Jst 9ilve &C.~Jl. 
N~gQmbo has:a. Tuinou~ f(,)r~ is~~uate(t ,0,11. the &e~~hRre .n~qr ~ 

smalllaker ' Lika most. oLthepld tgW~s, in Ceylop, j~ ~~ -very, P!~.,. 
turesque, . heing interspers~d with ~~~& ,at)9. . .frui~:gaT.9~q~. W II 

. '. 
slept in: the rest .. hoJ;tSe ~ 'r and ne~t ~OfQ~g .~ar1,.y )V~.~ c;>jf fqr t4e 
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elephant craal,or trap, which is sixteen miles from Negumbo, and 
within half a mile of the Can dian fro~t.ier.. The first eight miles 
the bandies conveyed us over very good roads; bot the marspy 

ground we had to pass afterwar.ds, obliged us to get into our pa
lankeens, which had been sent on to await us near a talipot tree 
we wished to see. The tali pot is a species of palm like the 
palmyra, when ndt in blos~om; but when it is crowned with its, 
flow~r, i~ is the most magnificent of vegetables. From the centre 
of its bushy head rises a stem of twelve or fifteen feet, which puts 

out on every side a number of small branches, covered with a 
delicate straw-coloured flower, having the appearance of on~ 
grand blossom on the top of the tall palm, whose graceful stem, 

like a. pillar crowned with fan-like leaves, form the most beautiful 

support for its elegant superstructure. 

'Vhen we reached the craal it was neaJ ten o'clock, and we 

found the collector and Mr Daniel awaiting us in the breakfast 
• 

bungalo, where the attention of the forlner had 'literally spread a 
feast in the wilderness. The craal is in the 'Shape of a funnel~ 

the wide part of which extends' several hundred feet into 'th~ fo

rest, leaving the trees within standing.. It is composed of strong . -
]losts made of whole trunks of trees driven well into the ground, 

and lashed to others, placed horizontally, with strong coier ropes .. 

To defend this w~n from the fury of the elephants, small fires are 

lighted near it on the outside, which ~timidate the animals so 

that they do not approach it. The trap is divided into three 

parts, the outer one of wbich is only inclosed on three sides, 

and commun~cates with the next by a gate made. of strong poles, 

fastened together by ropes so' as to permit it to roll up.. When 
the elephants are opee driven into the outer ,chamber, they are 

prevented from retreating by 'men stationed at the ,entrance w~th. 
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different kinds, of weapons, but chiefly sticks, on the ends of 

which are bundles of lighted straw. When a sufficient number 

are thus collected in the outer inclosure, the hunters close in upon 

them, and drive them bY' their shouts and weapons into the se
cond c~amber, the gate of which is immediately let down, and 
they are there confined till it is convenient to take them out. 

,Vhen every thing is prepared for that purpose, the animals are 

driven into the third and last inclosure, which is also the smallest. 
One end of it terminates in a Jong passage, just wide enough for 

a single beast; and the moment one of them enters it, the hun

ters- thrust strong poles through the interstices in the walls of the 

craal, and close him in' so that he cannot move backwards or for
wards. Tw~ tame elephant~ are then stationed one at each side 
of the outlet, and putting in their trunks, they hold that of their 
wild brother till the hunters have passed several bands of rope 

round his neck, and fastened 1100ses to e~ch of his feet. A rope 

. is then passed through his' neck bands and those of the tame ani

mals ; the stakes in front are gradually removed; the ropes drawn ,# ' 
tighter; and the prisoner is led ~ut between his two guards, who 
press him with their . whole weight, and thus lead him to the tree 

or the stak~'where he is to 'be fastened., If he be refractory" they 
beat him with their trunkS till he submits; he. is sometimes tied 
by one leg, s091etimes by two; if he be very strong and furious, 
he is fa&tened· by the neck and by all his limbs. I never saw grief 
and iudignation' so passionately expresse4· as by one· of these 
creatures ~ he' groaned, ttied to teat his legs from, th~ir fett~rst 

, butied his trunk in the earth, ,and threw dust into the air. Not 
even the choicest food, the plantain' tree, or the leaf of the young 
palm, could: tempt hini to- ea, ?r to forge,t his, qtptivity fOf"several 

hours:' It sometimes happens . that th~y -starv~ i?emselves ~Q 
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death; but a few days geb~tally ~ufficeg, to c:tltn tHeir fury. and 
their edudllion IS immediately begun. 

The elephants Jlere ate used for .drawing timber out of the jun .. 
gle, and fOf' othet public works; but the greater number of (those 
caught in Cey10n are sold to the continent of India. The ele
phanl-k~epers teach their beasts a nutltber of tricks, such as w~lk .. 
iflg npon two legs~ taking up peopld with their trunks, tearing up 
trees, and picking pitis or small coins out of the sand. Yef, 
tame as they arc, they are exttemely,sellsible to injuries. One.of 
those we saw, though ha.bituallY gentle and obedientl formerly 
ki11ed a keepet who had beeh cruel ta him. The numbet and 
variety of stories concerning the sagacity of the elephant told by 
those most' iIi the habit of ~eelilg" and ob~erving that animal, if 
they dO' not prave tb~ trnth of eath anecdote, are yet strongly 
presumptive of his wisdom and docility. 1:. was told by' a,' gentle
mttn, that, not long ago, a. cot1sidetable body of troops had' ,tQ 

cross the Kistna, then mllch'swain by die rains, in doing which. 
one of the arUITery-nieti whO' was mounted on a gun,fell off in the 
middle of the' stream, in'l'Inediately before the wheel' of the gttn~ 
ca:rriage! his cotnrades gate hirlt up'for lost; but ail elephant at~ 
tending' oli t1i:e artillery had seen' him: fall, and putting his trunk 
to the' wheel, 'raised' it SO' as' to' preverit itS crashing the man, and 
then lifted him' out' of the water unhurt. ' 

I 

After seeing the process 'of taking .the elephants we walked 
about tlie'jul1g1e till our {lal'ankeen 'boys' ~~re sufficiently rested 
to' cat"ry:us back' to' Negtimbo, ana amused oUrselves with the 
gatnboIslof swarms of red' monkeys: that were .playing' in' l the 
trees'over~our:heads~ and w)j~ seemed highly delighted with their 
unusliaI-,co'mpaiiy.; I' saw: in 'the f.otest l innumerable' trees and 
plants' whicH were :new ~tol 'me,: amongtwhich" Ii . was , delighted to 
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find the pitcher-plant. Nepenthes distillatoria t or, as it is here caned. 
the monkey-Cup. It creeps, along the ground, and is mostly found 

in sandyspils·; thellower.grdwsin a spike, and is as little attractive 
in its appearance as, the common dock. The horn or cup grows at 

the end, of the leaf~ from which it is separated by a tendril of five or 

six inches long; it, contains, when full, about two gins of water 

of an excellent purf} taste: whether it is dew, or a secretion from 

the plantt I do :not know. A circular cover' to the cup flies open 
when..iti~ nearlY. at ,its: full growth, and. shuts again when it is 
filled with ,water. The' coun:try people say that, when the mon

keys ate in want of water, they seek for this plant and drink its 

conten~4 I I imagine this· ~o be the plant which ,Campbell, on 

the,authority of Chateaubriant, introduces in his charming poem 
of Gertrude, as, th,e ,.,. lotus-hQrn';" but it has no resemblance 

either: to :the 'sacred' lotus of the· east,. or to the numerous tribe of 

lotuses :wbose .fl9wers, are pap\liQnac~us.. All tb~ kinds of c~ne, 

from the .ltifty bamboo to the ~r~t!ping f&tan., .~Qorn these forests; 

the:peppt;r; twines, rQund every. tree j and the thick \\nderwood is 

composed; of' flowering shrubs a,ild gauqy i)arasit~ and creeping 
plants. As we :\fere walking abopt, we found that th~ grounrl; 
was ,covered with leeches, wh.ich stuck tq the. bare legs pf the na.

tives, and "which "we, puly k~pt ,ofr by.great cautiQn. Unless 

YOUI choose to- .~ubmit 10' a: regular Qleedinl? :\fheu they h~,:e 'Once 
fastened themselves,! you: run, ,th~' risk, of getting disagr~eable sores 
in .taking' -them'.off •• , , The, ,ar~ · 51riped; brO\Vll and yello.w,,, and 

hav~ -a very wide :moPth ;\ they: 4nswer the !fame . p.urpos~s as th~ 
oommon leeches !Jl EnglancJ.oI 
. ,The moment our palankeens; "ere,readYI "We began Qur journey 

to' Negumbot fearing :that,~:we should. scarc~y -get through the 
jJlllgle before: sunset; ,tile night. air,in.the· woods, ocpasioning' in .. 

- -o 
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termittenl fevers. 'Ve however left l\Ir Daniel at the' craaJ, 

where he intended to stay some time in search of subjects for his 

pencil. To defend himself from the bad effects of his sylvan life, . 
he smokes, and lights great fires within and without his tent. On: 

our road I saw the curious spectacle of an extensive' burned f().i 
rest. Many of the massy trunks had fallen down, and, by stop
ping the water from running off after the rains, had' formed little 

swamps, where aquatic plants and moss had begun to grow,> but 

the greater part were erect, bare~ and bleached, with ,here .and 

there a creeping plant beginning to grace their barrenness with a 

foreign verdure. 

'Ve returned yesterday to Columbo, and find with regret that 

we must leave it on our, return to Bombay to-mQrrow. The 
coast of CeyI~n is generally extremeJy healthy, but none of our 

troops have been able to stand the noxious effects of a campaign 
.~ 

in the jungle. The natives are subject to leprosy and other cu-

taneous diseases, and I saw many' persons afflicted with the Co

chin leg or Elephantiasis; the patients walk about app~re~tIy 

without pain for several years, with their legs swoIn' to the size of 

their bodies, and" the skin stretched and shining; but they often 

die in great agony at last. 

The Cingalese are ingenious workmen in gold and silver; their 
more useful ,manufactures are,' hemp, and eoier1rope, coa~e cot

ton- cloths for domestic consunlption, rotan mats' and baskets" 

and' cane-work of aIl1;dnds. I The prod~cts of, the. is1and, besides 

timber, elepl}ants, and cinnamon,·are hemp; eoier, coco-nuts" ar

rack, precious stones, pearls, and drugs;' among which are, Co

lumbo .. root, gamboge, apd the .Datura fastuosa:, which the natives 

use as a cure for ,tbe spasmodic asthIlla, by cutting the root in 

small' pieces, ,and smoking it like tobacco; the Datuta metel,' 
1 
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which is most' plentiful about Columbo, is said to possess the same 

qualities .. 

On board the HhC. Cruiser, Prince of n;alcs, 111arclt 12, oJ! the 
~Ialabar Coastp-As this is the season when - the land and sea 

breezes become less constant, previous to the setting in of the 

northerly winds, we are creeping slowly' along the coast, and so 

close to it that we see perfectly well the situation of every place 

as we pass. Cape ComOl"in, and the islands in its neighbour

hood, make, from sea, like a high rocky point, and. from thence 

~he mountains rise as we advance towards the north. 1n some 

places they are so near the shore, that they literally seem to 

ov~rhaI?git; in others they recede a few miles, leaving space-for 

to'~ns, villages, and fields. They arc almost clothed to the top with 

'cc majestic woods of every vigorous green;" and it is only here 

and there that a wide tract of jungle-grass, or a projecting rock, 

interrupts the deep.hue of these ancient fore~ts. At the foot of 

th~ ghauts, the white churches of the Christians of 8t John's and 

'pi the "P~rt~gllese, appear now and thetf among the coco-nut 

woods which fringe the coast, and ,mix agreeably with the fisher ... 

men's huts, the ~ativ:e pagQdas, and the ruined forts of decayed 

European settleme.ots. . The night scenery is not less beautiful; 

i~ is the c.ustOJIl to burn, the jungle-grass befo~e the r.ains, in order 

to fertilize the soil; and thQugq the smpke ollly is visible in the 

day, at,nig\lt you see miles .of country glowing with red embers, 

or blazing with vivid 1l~me •.. < \,'. 

. }larch, 18.-0~r breezes cQntinue~ to decrease,. and we are cpu. .. 
sequen,tly obliged_ to, economise pur .bo~ks, that we may make 

them last ti11 our arIi-val at BOlubay •. OUl"cabin, beipg' small and 
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close, we have screens on deck where we 'spend' the day. oUr 
breakfast hour is nine o'c1ock, after which some one of the party 

reads aloud till twelve, when we play an hour at whist or back-
111 

gammon. I then study till half past two, when we dress 
for dinner. The evening is spent in .readin'g and walking us 
ll1uch as the short quatter-deck of our vessel \ViII allow, and after 

sunset in conversation. Yesterday our captain, an old seaman, 
who has been llIany years in the Company's service, ,and who 
has been in every port from the Bocca Tigris in China to the ex. 

tremities of the ncd Sea, was giving us an account of some In .. 

di3ll government expedition," and, endeavouring to fix. the date, 

he said, " Aye, that must have been when ,,'e lay in ,the rit'tr." 

I, thinking naturally of the Thames; 'exclaimed, ,6 I thgught you 

, were then in India.'-" 'V en, so I :was." -' 'Vhat river dosyou 
, Inean; then ?~-" 'Vhy, the Tigris, Bussora river, t(); be sure:" 

Now, to hear " far Tigris and Balsorah's haven," spoken.of with 

such familiarity by such a 'tnan, 'Sb completely '.disenc;hanted 
them, and took off the kind of religious respect ,one1acquires for 
places far off, especially when ,cohsecrated by history or fable, 

that I felt as if the places themselves bad been ;an:nihilated when 

the illusions connected wiLh them were tlestrtiyed. I "should be 

curious· to try if places immortalised- by heroic 'deeds, 'and 'the 

abode of science arid philosophy" could thus, beco~le uninterest. 

ing by a n~arer inspection; whether, when" the ,erugo is brushed 

from the-medal, it becomes a/comnion shilling. ,Sqrely the plains 

of Marathon, the Portico and AcadenlY~' Pireus -and Salamis, 

could not, on the most intimate acquaintance with their present 

state and their modern inhabitaIits,;~degenerate into commonfie1ds, 

schools~ and 'fishing-towns! 'But "1 forget that. i I :am . only fami

liarized with' places famed it! 'orlental story, celebtated indeed 
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for 'conquests an<d for'magn~ficeQce" for luxury' and for supersti
tion,. but' not illustrated by;virtue or by patriotism. The sacred .. 

ness of the shades with whic~ the imagination so readily peoples 

the banks of the Tiber and the Ilyssust must 'surely preserve the 

holiness' ot their aspect uncontaminated by modern associations, 

and leave the-soul at liberty to follow the visions of heroism, of 

1>irtue, of philosophy, which the scenes once 'inhabited by heroes 

and sages are calculated to excit.e. 

March 20, off Calicut.-'Ve spent the afternoon of yesterday 
ashore at Calicut, where we busied our imaginations, endeavour

ing to trace the scenes of tpc fitst landing of Europeans in India, 

the meeting of the Zamorim and Vasco de Gama, the treachery 
of the <prince, and the bravery and presence of mind of the ad

miral; but the place has passed so often through the hands of 

,conquerors, that every trace of former grandeur and importance 

'is ,swept away. About four, miles north of C~dicut is a creek, 

where some ·have conjectured 'tl1at the town .of, Calicut formerly 

stood, and where, the Portuguese fleet must' have laiu'during the 

monsoon. There' are a' few. heaps' of 'stones and old walls near 

the spot; bUl ifitbe real1y.the stite 'of ' old C~licut, the creek must 
• . t '. 

,have been much 'deeper than it now:is, before it could have ad .. 

mitted even one of the s~ips., " J. " 

'Ve had 'no time'to visit 'any thing 'but the town, as it now 

stands., IIi its neighbourhood there are the -remains of extensive 
brick walls, 'and: an -old 'gateway, now overgrown 'With :shrubs. 

The bazar is extensive~ hut looks ruinous, ,owing to the precau

tion taken here against fire, which ,is, to lUlcover all the 'houses 

during the ·dry ·season,. so that nothing but the rafters are left. 

This custom 'must frequently expose the inhabitants to great. in-. 
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convenience, as storms frequently come down with violence from 
the mountains, as was the case the night we were ashore. A bout 
eight dc1ock, tremendous thunder and lightning came on, with a 
deluge of rain which lasted the whole night, and from which not 

one of the natives had a shelter for himself or his children. 

The next morning we walked a few ~iles into the country to 

see an English gentleman's house, situ,ated in the bosom of the 

ghauts. We wandered 

" Through palmy shades and aromatic woods, 

That grace tbe plains, invest the peopled hills, 

And up the more than AJpine mountains wave." 

-On our way we saw one of the Zam~rim's houses; but lie was ab

sent 'at a more favoured residence at Paniany, a few mil~s to the 

south of Calicut, where there is a river sufficiently large, during 

the rains, to float the timber frOIn the mountain-forests, to the 

sea-shore, and where" in consequence, the government timber .. 

v~ssels are stationed. N ea~ Calicut we saw the walls of a N yar's 

~l0l:1~e. These people were the nobles of Malabar, whose brave 
and turb~]ent spirit gave so much trouble, not only to the first 

Portuguese settlers, but to :their own soverejgn~. -Each Nyar's 

house was a castle surrounded by a bank or wall, .and all ingress 

and egress was by a ladder, drawn up when not in immediate 

use. But the spirit of the N yars is broken; and though the wall 
js ,still built round the h;:tbitation, the ladder is left standing day 
-and night, and, of their former fanle nothing'rex;nains but the re-

put~d, beauty of.t4eir women. -

" lOr our walk.we only saw.~wo pag~das, and these are in ru~ns; 

worship is how:ever performed; in the. only remaining apartment 
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of one of them, which is' covered with cadjan. These ruips are 
monuments or' Hyder and Tippoo Sultan t the latter of whom 
caused beef broth to be pom'ed down the throfJ,ts of several thou-

• 
sa:nd B~mins of this coast, who thus lost their caste, and all the 
possessions they enjoyed as ministers of the gods,-an involuntary 

, 10s~ of caste being attended with the same fatal consequences as 
if it were incurred by the commission of a crime. A number of 

, these poor creatures were starved to death, and many put an end 
to an existen?e, rendered miserable by the privation of their pri
vileges and dignities. 

May 4.--':'After passing slowly by Telichery, the Anjedive is ... 
lands, and the picturesque point of Cape Ramas, we came in 

\ 

sight of the fortress of Aguada, at the entrance of the harbour of 
Goa, and I entertained hopes of landing the next morning to see 
the old city, with its marble churches and magnificent monaste
ries, and to 'pay my respects to the tomb of St Francis Xavier; 
but a contrary breeze sprung up in the night, and blew us far 

.,. . 
from the shore, so that I was~ obliged to reconcile myseJf to the 
disappointment, by reflecting on the present misery of that once 
flour,ishing colony, which would have embittered any pleasure I 
could hope for in admiring its exterior beauties. The old town 
is so unhealthy that a new one has been built at some distance, 
and the unpeopled streets of the ancient city echo only to the 
unfrequent tread of some ~eligious procession. The colony is al-' 
most abandoned by the mother ... country ~ and its inhabitants' 
scarc~ly speak, their native tongue intelligibly. Their poverty.is 

, , . 

such, that the w'omen of 'the best families earn their subsistence 
by making lace, or artificial flowers, and working muslin. 
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lVe are now within sight of the lightrhou:?e of Bompay, 
a, handsome building on a point of lanq tuQlliug s,o;uth"'Ycst 
from the island, called, Colaba, or Old 'V oman's Islapd; the 
passage between it a1)d Bombay is fordable- at lqw, water~ To 
the south of the barl;>our's mOlJth are the tWQ SUlaU .island$ of 
Henery and Kenery: the anchoring ground is belw.e~I} Butcher'& 
Island and Bombay fort; but there is a fine bay above El~phan~ 

ta, where the POItuguese used to' lay up their fl~et d,\lring.the 
monsoon, and which is nearly lanC\-lockt;d .. 

Bhandoop, Ishlnd of Sa!l,ette, 1fay 20, 1810.-1 am glad to find 
myself in a qt\iet country residence~ ffee froro. th~ ~,oise a~~ the 
~Iouds of dust of BOQlbay. I C~~QP,t Q,ettc~ describe l~~ cqu.I.l.-, 
try -orsnj~ette than by th~ f'!UQw.ipg extra~t of ~ ,~eHef JrOQl \h~, 
friend with whpn~ I a:ID now liv~ng; it w,.a~ writ,~~~ ~uriI.1g ,~he; 

rainy season, so th,at som~ of the finest features are no,w '~e~~ien~ 
" The hills wefe already CQvereq :wi~ll verd\lre~.except ne~r .th~ 

" tops, which, still black and. bare~ exhibited ~ strik,ing and fl.-:

,~ greeable contra.st. ffhe itorrents were rapid and ~arg~, aoeJ 

" their roaring, as they felt dowQ the's,ides of the p.r~~p~~es at ~, 

ce great distance, ulixed with the rustling of ~he pa~(qs, wa.s. grAnd, 
,~ anq ,gave tue a clearer id~p. of the cil"c"{ll~~flnCes pf a mou,n
" tainous co~ntrJ lhan'I ever had, before. T.he tr~velUng l.tom~ 
" through the more 'cultiv~ted part of S~l~ette, the ,grfen i~nq 
('- exqu~sitely beautiful paysage, transp~rted me in.imagiuit-tjoJlJP 
'f 'happier countries. IJ? one ,sittiatiQn,'an old bridge, oLseven 

,~ . ar.ches, t;onstructed' by 'the ,Por~uguese" and appearing in an 
u, oblique direction, across' the 'landscape, ~with a ruined' towf,t in 
" .its neighbourhood.- a' fine ~apid, stream . passing'~ .under it; th~ 
,," most luxuriant tamarind 'and mango trees hanging over its ex-

8 
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" tremities, and bandaries driving their cattle in the fore-ground, 
" recalled to my mind the pictures of Claude Lorraine." 
- Bhandoop is apout twenty miles from Bombay, and six from 

Tannah, dIe capital of Salsette. : The country round it is beauti. 
ful; but I scarcely walk out without seeing some traces of the 
devastations caused by war, and perpetuated by a narrow policy. 

It is grievous to see whole tracts, once cultivated by the Portu
guese, utterly abandoned, and covered with Jungle. On the 
sides of many of the hills may be traced terraces one above ano
ther, raised to facilitate cultivation, now gone to ruin, and the 
vines they supported fUn wild; and though the fruit forms, it ne
ver comes to maturity. 

Salsette now scarcely produces a hundredth part of what it 

might supply, and it is in proportion thinly inhabited. I have 
heard several native merchants in Bombay say, that if the goyern
ment .would let the uncultivated lands at such a rent as might 
not be grievous io the occ\lpier, while bringing it into cultivation, 
or even if the taxes were subject to the same regulations as in 
Bombay, they would be glad to farm large p~rtions of the island; 
but that at present, Salsette being subject to the method of tax .. 
ation used_ by the 'l\fahrattas, ,and the anxiety of the government 

• 
to get 'a' high present rent for·its farms, blinding it to the future 
advantages to be derived from the encouragement of llusbandrYt 
the l"ents are S9 excessive that they are afraid to undertake any 
improvements of the sQil., 

-My friend ·l\ir, A .. inherited a considerable estate in Salsette, 

which he lets ~! native cultivators on easy terms, and is at the 

expense of making: "ells,. absolutely necessary for all kinds of 
crops, .as the ground requires constant. irrigation, and many kinds 

of grain must b~ flooded Jor some weeks; leaving several inches 
J» .. 
• 
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of water upon the surface.' The lands are thus easily brought in .. 

to cultivation;' and l\Ir Ais tenants find an immediate Jllarket at 
his di~tillery of Bhandoop, where an immense quantity of spirits 

of different kinds is made. Besides the sugal'~ane and rice, .th~ 
immedjate produce of Sal sette, dates from Arabia, and other 

fruits, with taryof every kind of palm-tree, are used in the dig. 

tillery. The work is usuany stopped in, the hot ,season, as thp 

evaporation takes place so slowly at that time, that the operation 
I 

is carried on at great loss.. I found the, overseer, a, ~eDsib]e .Chi.-

nese, busy at the door of the distillery writing his daily accounts, 
which he first calculated, with astonishing quickness, ,by means. pf 
'a square frame, crossed by wires, on which -are strung mo~eable 

balls. Ilis writing materials 'are the ,common Indian or Chinese 

ink, which we use for drawing, anel fine hair pencils.. The Chi .. 
nese paper is extremely brittlef and the best is composed of twp 

.~ 

or more sheets pasted together, pressed and glazed,. On the 

overseer's table stood a tea-pot and ~p, with cold strong tea,' and 
he shewed ,me a packet of clothes ,and eatable delicacies he had 

just received"from Canton; the former consisted only of loose 
trowsers, long jackets, and shoes .of various $tuffs.. ,As the wea· 
ther grows warmer or .colder, a Chinese inc~eases ~r diminishes 
the number of 4is coats, so that I have' seeD' them 'sonletimes with 
only one, and sometimes with nine :or ten. The eatables con~ 

s,isted of dried. sharks .fins, birds nests, and a variety of gelatinous 

sea-weeds" none of which appeared at all inviting. ' ,I " ' 

But as I wish to remark all· that is uncom'mon in· my .tr~vels, 
I must not 'olnit the .character of,my hostess; if, indeed I,can do 

justice to it.;, ,I.have seen women' in India pretend,that, on,~c.. 

~ount of the.' c1imate, ,they were· too. :si~k]y ;to :n~l'se. thei~ <?wn. 

chUdren •. tOQ w~ak to 'walk in thcir own gardenS,.: too I delicat.e: to 
'I 
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approacli a native hl1t, lest theY, should, be shocked by the sight 

of poverty Qf sickness. BUt Mrs A. with the face and' the healt 

of an angel, is received like one by the poor' and the wretched. 

I have' followed: 'her in admiration through a village where her 

appearance made every face to smile. S~e is blessed alike by the 

old and th~ young ; she knows all their wan ts, and listens to all 

their complaints.' There is no' medical man within.lnany miles, 

and I have seen her lovely: ~ands binding up 'wounds ,ri.lch would 
have sickened an,ordinary beholder. The work, of charity over, 

she enjoys a" walk 'amidst these beautiful scenes with all the gaiety 

natural to her age. She says" ,~ Qui fait aimer les champs, fait 

" aimer la vertu;" and one of h~.r; chief pleasures lies in the con ... 
tem piation.<>f the beauties, of natUre. Her family consists of the 

daughter of a friend)· whom she instructs with the diligence of a 

mother, a little ,black ooy whom she rescued, from famine, and 

,yhom she is bringing, up as ,n mec~anic, and her own two in

fants. ltfrs A/s accomplishments are .above ~hose of most wo

men. Her drawing is ·that of an artist,' an .. ·~er delineations of 

the costume' of the natives are beautiful; her judgtnen~, in music 
is exquisite, and her taste correct in both ancient and'moderllli ... 

terature. Her language is pure! and· elegant; her .voice in speak-, 

ing is charming, and· her manner is gentle and unembarrassed. 
She ,puts llle,·in mind of those gems which be~r ,the highest relief 

and the ~eepest intaglio, : and that yet ta~e, the 'brightest polish. 

'Vould
l 

that there were a few lnore such European women in the 
'East\ to redeem the' 'character, of our country.women~ and to 
~hew the Hindoos what·Engli~b Chrl~tian women:are. 

'~; Toulsij ]}l'ag 24, 1810.-1 came hera yesterday with Dr~ and 

Mrs: S~ who-are eno~unped -De~r the village of l'oulsi,' Jor. thf;! con ... 
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venience of visiting the caves' of Canary, which were about ,two 
miles off. l\frs S. is a very pretty and highly accomplished wo

mall, who has travelled a good deal in India, and possesses a. 
considerable share of information 011 most su~jects relating to 

this country. 
The landscape all around llS is grandly wild, and increases in 

boldness oD-approaching the caverns, where we went yesterday. 
The first'that we came to resembles that of Carli in the interior. 
but it does not appear to have been so highly finished. Besides, 
the Portuguese having formerly fitted it up as a church, thought 

it no doubt incumbent on them to deface the most pagan looking 

parts. The fine teak ribs for supporting t11e roo~ are almost all 

gone; but the holes in the rock for receiving them, still mark 
where they have been. The portico is not near so fine as th~t at 
Carli; but there are some not inelegant figures. On the two, 

sides arc two gigantic statues of twenty-five feet bigh, standing 

erect, with their hands hangjng close to the body, and the heels 
close together. They resemble extremf!ly the figures of Bhud ' I 
saw in Ceylon, only that, instead of the flame-like ornament on 

the top of his head, there is a cushion of the same Cqrly appear

ance with the rest of the hair. The rough scree!! in front of -the 
cave is like that of Carli, but is in better, preservation; before it 
are two ~illars attached to the rock, one finished' with a capital 

of grotesque figu~es, and .the other plain. About fOUlteen paces 
from the screen are the remains 9f a low highly ,ornamented roc~y 

fence. " On each side of, the great cav~ there are smaller ones, 

apparently unfinished. That on the right hand is occupied. by 
one of the solid temples I mentioned, as occupying the circular 
end of the 9arli cave; and there is also one in the same situation 

in the 8reat'cave here. Leaving lbisgrou~e of ~aves,~we,as~end-
1 ' 
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ed the hill by a very nlde path, which leads to steps cut in the 

rock; and found not a few caves, as I expected, but a whole d .. 

ty excavated in the mountain, which is perfectly bcwe, but sur. 

rounde.d by woody hins. Some of the caves are small, and seem 

adapted for prhrate dwellings; to each of these there is a reservoir 

of exc~llent water; others are large, and I could imagine them the 

residence of priests or persons of' distinction. One in particular 

has a long viranda in front; the chamber within is about forty 

feet square, its sides are covered with figures of Jine saints, four 

of which are standing, the others sitting in the posture of medi. 

tation, or reasoning, with the fore-finger of the right hand applied 

to the thulnb of the left. Narrow door .. way~~ in three sides of the 

cave lead to cells of ten feet by six, ill each of which there is a 

r~lsed seat; .the fcJurth side has one door, and several windows 

looking into the viranda. The small caves are in a variety of 

shapes, and the pillars that support them are not less various; 

yet I think none of thenl are ugly, and many.are very elegant, 

The large square cave is in a ravine, where ipere are shrubs and 

trees; over it the stones dug from other caves are piled, so as to 

support earth, where a f~wtrees flourish, and render the spot cool

er than any other part of this ~t;tbtetral\eOUS city; tor, excepting 
~ 

here, there.is no vegetation but now and then an euplHlrbiu, 
which see-ms to root in the stone itself. The top of the mountain 

commands ,a fine prospect over woods and mountains, and arms 

of the sea, t~ the continent of India QO the one hand, and to the 
ocean on the,other. Here are reservoirs of excellent water, and 

patjIs,dug in the rock, the access to whic~], as weU as the COIn .. 

munication between the ca~es, is facilitated by flights of steps 

cut in the mountain. ,The caves of Canary, like that of Carli, 

cqntain, ins~ription's in an unknown chard.cter. At Ambola, a 
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mountain at the west end of Salsette, there arc sblne' caverns of 
the same appearance as that of Elephanta, and decorated, like 

it, with figures referable to the Brahminical superstitions r but I 
fear I shall not have lime, to visit them this yeat~ 

Blwndoop, 1l1ay 28.-1 left Toulsi the day [Hier' ,our expe.
dition to the caves, in time to reach' Bhandoop by day-light, 

as the tigers ill the hills are'so numerous as to render ttavelling 

after sunset very dangerous. The following 'atternootl' an addi .. 

tional party of friends arrived frOlD Bombay, and I accompanied 

them to Caliane. 'Ve sJept at Doncahh a countTy bouse belong
ing to the judge of the district, and the next morning ,We got -itt .. 
to a pleasure-boat at Tannah to proceed, to ;Caliane~ t}'he rivet, 
or rather arm of 1 he sea, at that place" is very narrow,l ] should 
think hardly more than a furlong across j.~the 'fort. is upon:the 
beach, and on the opposite side are the rocks and hins of 'the 
1\fahrattas, with houses and meadows below them· close to the wa~ 

ter's edge. The morning was delightful, but the breeze gradually 
died away, and it became the hottest day T ever experienced. 
Our rowers exerted themselves to reach Caliane before the tide 

should, turn, 'and we aecordinsly got there. about onc o'clock. 

One .of our party had an idea' that we· might discover' some ruin 

or vestige of Grecian/antiquity' at ,this place, as niany authors' af

firm that the Greeks, the Egyptians, and the Romans, traded 

with this port, Jormerly.a considerable city, though· now a: poor 

. }.iussulman ,town. 'Ve landed in high;spirits,- determibed to.'s'ee 
antique Greece at every turn; {but after a .fatiguing 'walk' of-two 

hQurs in the burning sun,; we gave' up ,the :search as' fruitless;:'!I 

believe the' natives, thQughi us mad~. :when; we!tbld .them"wejWish~ 
ed:to'see 'old houseS'and broken..wallsi~of:'WhithtJtliey·sh~,teU~,ug 
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, , 

,deed, if any, such;ev~f exist~d"the numerOU$ sieges sustained by 
;the to~~n JfPIn. the ,l\IahoID~nn$ aud ,frQIll the l\Iahrattas, ~lust 
.long since,have sw.ept theul,away"" "It is only;latdy that Caliarie 
.has"ccased,tp be a place of: considerable trade; it is still a po
pulous towp, and <;arri~ on, some: :trAffic. in COCQ-Duts, oil, coarse 
.cloths, bras,s. and ,earthen 'ware.' , 
. ' .1)isapPQinted in the Qbj~c~, of our, search ashQre, we would 
)lave got iuto.the'boat,);ind t~ken what.refre~hmeht we had brought 
-.with us; but,here.the ;tige ,,,:as: ,against liS, the ;bar was dry, Q.nd 
.we had tQ, wait:1)nper ,Drl ban,ian 'tree fQt three hours before the 
..b9a~ c01J,I<\ fl~a\tfl! Qn ex-atnining our prQvi~ions, we.had the mor .. 
tification to discover that the sun had spoiled one half of them, 
and on the rest lte'were now obliged to make OUr dinner, and, as 
,it turned; op~,.;o-ur :supp~r) Q.JsQ .. ,Ho\v,ever, ~he gQod hurm:mf of the 
~rty: got j ~be ·hetter of; their misfor~unes;. but repeated repar
~tee'i~ al,!as,s ~tupido. and .tQ you, in the Illid,st ,o( the 'fits of our 
~co.tish Athyn.s, Jo.k~. from -the l\Iahratta -cmintt:y m.ust ,be dull . ' 

{! ".At ~ve;o'clock ,we.got· jnto oUr. bark:: J)ut at, the .bar, half a 
~efrom Caliane,.w.ere.obliged· to. g~tlQut ~to., lighten, hir, and 

''lJalkedf down the.~ba.D.k.& p£ the,; river thrQugh a ,wQPd, wher.e we 
jound, great q\la~tities ot the lCotinda berty, which. -in: taste .resew-. ' 

'hlesia fine: plui;nb~'lbut in sjm.and·appear~nce j~ :like th~, berry of 
:tbe Jaurel;, tp .. Mhith!;tliel :lVhQ)~i plant 1 has, Jl; ,great.· .resembl~ce. 

. ..Aoou·tJ$llil&et'{wt' were again .. ableitQ,e.mbark, hut ~~ got, tlgrQ..;tQd 

. fOPf,tlmes .on,different ledges,of:fQcK. J(J\tleant~me ,th~ ~kyj\gegan 
~_toJower,darge drops .iof.raiu .. .fell; and: flbout ~ ~n o~clqGk ,viyid 
.Jlashe~ ~f:.lightning £u~hered, In..'thel.fus~;;mousPol\,)squaIJ. ,rrhe 
,!(ViJld,; th~ taiJj,·alld the thund~f;lsopnJ pllt;J.U,Clldt tQ. th~ eX~I:.tjQDS 
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of the rowers, and for the next two' hours' they lay uilder their 
benches, excepting when, by the boat's drifting on. the rocks,' 
they were obliged to jump overboard to shove 'her off.· By this 
time the rain had made its way through the roof of our cabin'; 
we were in utter darkness but for the flashing or ,the lightning, 
and heard no sound but that of the storm, or, when it lulled, 
the roaring of the wild beasts. From this disagreeable sItuation 

we were relieved by a calm, which enabled the boatmen to reach 
':rannah at one o'clock, where we were g]ad to find, our- palan~ 
keens, and, in spite' of the .fear of tigers, my hamauls Ibrought me 
to Bhandoop in an hour, fully resolving never'" again to un

dertake an expedition by water 'Ut the beginning 'ot the mon~ 
soon •. 

'Trincomale, June 20, 1810,.-Once moreJ find myself in Cet
lon, or, as my great prede~essor Sinbad the ·sailor calls it, Seren~ 
dib.. I left my friends at Bhandoop, on the· Sl$t of May_ and' on 

the first of;J une I sailed from Bombay in H. 1\1. ship Illustrious, 

commanded by Captain Broughton, who accompanied Vancou

ver in his voyage round the world. We stood out to sea for two 
days, io look ,for a favourable wind, a$ the monsoon was already 

set in in the neighbourhood of. Bombay, and on, the. twelfth day 

from our departure' wo ~ncliored in' the ,Back.liay: of Tri!loomale, 
a distance of between twel~e land ,thirteen; hmldted 1l)ileSJ Here 
we ,found the'commander ... in .. c\lief, ..Admiral, . Drury,' with lkven 
ships 'of war, "so that we'seemed a)mos,',- to have . arrived. at:a .Bri
tish "port. The I :scenery.·'of Trincomale is Ithe 'tnost- beauiiful I 
ever saw~;' I can' compare··it, to nothing but, Locb'Catrine on a 
gigantic s~ale.. The', ships: are; :now, lying HiD Back~Da'y" but the 

iIitl~ hnrbour is f safe~'a,t .all! seasonS J [ ·it ' -is sO; land~locked~' that. it 
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appears like a .lake. Y es~erday we rode. before breakfast to fort 

Osnaburg, on a high point of h:~.qd, . commanding both divisions 

of the inner harbour. The~ baYt glealI}ing, with· the rising sun, 

seemed like a sheet of liquid gold, ,broken into creeks and bays, 

~tudded with verdant isles, and i~do&ed < by mountains feathered 

with wood~ to the summit,; while from' the nearer crags the pur

'pIe convolvulus, the white moon-flower, and -the scarlet and yel .. 

,knv glorio,sa,. floated like banners in the wind. 

The outer ,bay is formed by a bold projecting rock, at the ex

tremity of.which are the remains of a Hindoo temple. Six pil

la~' beautifully carved, and supporting a cornice and roof, now 

form the portico of a British artillery hospital; and'" a seventh 

pillar is placed 'on the Rummit of a rock opposite. 'Ve were told 
that some,cav.es exist hi the neighbourhood, but .whether natural 

or artificial we could not ascertain, neither could we procure a 

guide to them. 
, ,Trincomale was formerly considered very unhealthy, but there 

does not appear to be- any local circumstance to render it so, and 

the complaints pf it on. that head are daily decreasing.. Like the 

x:.esl of-the coast of Ceylon, the soil had been found unfit for rais

ing vegetabl~; bu~, by the ex~rtions of Admiral Drury, a,colony 
of Chinese, similar ,to that at Pointe'Cle,Galle, has established a 

; '> j , 

large' garden, whose products are already such. as to promise the 
, I 

f~rest success., The admiral ,bas also been at pains to import 

cattle, and poultry. and tQ distribute them among the natives, so 

as, ' if possible, t~ secure a supply for the, fleet. Timber,is in 
, -

great J?Ienty,and ,easy' of access, ~nd there are many coves- 'Vlrel'e. 
ship~ p:t~y be.hove,d~wri with the greatest safety at aU seasons; 

so that repairs can be perforro~d here ,at les~ cost than ~t, any ,othel: 
Q 
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place in India, though the rise of tide is not sufficient at,any',sea

son for the building of docks. 

The first account of Trincomalet 'as' an European settlement,. is; 
• 

that in 1672, De la Haye, a Frenchtnan;'attem'pted an establish", 

ment here, but being opposed by the D,utch governor, of Ceylon, 
Richloff Van Goen, he abandoned it, and 'went 'to ·the coast of 
Coromande), and settled at St. Thome,· then .belonging, to th~ 

king of Golconda. The Dutch forts now',remaining are out'ofre

pair; they seem never to 4ave been, strong, and:t1}6 town is small 

and mean .. There are but few European' inhabitants,.so that. the 

society is composed almost exc1qsively of the officers: of the'regi .. 

nlents stationed there. 'rhe lower people' are chiefly lIindoos 

from the opposite coast; the ,obly" .native ,Cingalese 1. saw were 
a few gold and siJ ver smiths, whQse chains" and! other, oma~ 

ments equal those of Tritchinopolj. The troops now here are 
divisions of two Millay regiments, and his--majesty)s 66th teg~., 
ment, besides a company of arti1lery~J ,The other. day the officers 

gave a ball and supper to their naval brethren." The colours of 

the regiment were suspended over the supper table, and the whole; 
was decorated with flowers and branches of trees. In' .return,l 

parties are constantly going off to. the. ships.;. and yesterday }ve. 
had a grand spectacle; every. ship in the bay ,(among which were. 

two seventy fours and four frigates,) fired tw~' broa~sides. I ne... 
ver saw any thing :80 beautiful as .the effect :of the. douds of 
smoke, as they .first obscured'the ,vhole horizon, and then gradu-, 

aUy rolling,.oif, . left, the; ships J;n;ightly refl~cted in the water,. 

which was .clear and smooth as~a mirror~ . ,Nor 'were the thundera! 

iog reverberations fronl Jthe . rocks, less striking, amidst the grand 

silence and, c~lmness of Dature around ... 
t$ 
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, ltfadrilst July 12, 1810.-'Vhen our fleet at "rincomale disper

sed, each ship to her station; by the admiral's permission I ac

companied Captain Graham' in the Hecate to, this place, w,here 

we arrived pn the third day from our departure, the distance be .. 

jng .bellveen .two and three hundred miles. I do not know any 

thing more striking'tban the first appro~ch to Madras. The low 

flat sandy shore' extending tor miles to th~ north and south, for 

the few hills. there are ,appear far inland, seems to promise no

ihing but barren nakedn~ss, when, on arriving in the roads, the 

town· and fort are like a vision' of eqchantment. The beach is 
crowded with 'people of. aU colours, whose busy motions at that 

distance, rimke the earth 'itself seem alive. The public offices and 

store~houses which-line the beach, are fine ,buildings, with colon

nades to the upper stories, supported by rustic bases arched, all 

of the fine ~Iadras chunam, smooth, hard, and polished as mar

ble. \ At a short') distanGe Fort..George, with ~ts lines and bas

tions, ,the government house and gardens, backed by St Thomas's 

lIount., f~rm 'ali interes~ng part of ~he ,picture., whiJ~ her,e ancJ. 
there,in the distance,Jmina;~et~ ~nd pagoQa.s'~;fe seen. rising frOIn 
among the g~rrlens., ' . 

, 'A, frie~d who, from the: beach, had seen our ship coming in, 

obligingly .sent ~ the dccommodation-,bot;tt f
' for us, ap.d 1 soon disco

vered its u~e.. While I 'was oQser,ving its, structure and its row

ers, theytsuddenly set up a song" as they called it, but I do not 

" j{now that I ever heard so wild 'aneJ plaintive a, cry. 'Ve were 
e;etting'into the sur£;. the coc~sW'(;lin ,n9W . stood up, and lvith his 

voice and his foot kept,ti~~ vehemently, while the men'wQrked 

their oarsf'backwards,- till a' ~rioleot surf ca:me, struck the boat, 

and carried it along, wi th 'a frightfuJ y~olence; then every oar 

WilS pIled to prevent the ,vaveJrom; ~aking us ,back ,as i~ receded, 
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and this was repeated five or six times, the song or the boatmen 

rising and falling with the waves, till we were dashed high and: 
,. , 

dry upon the beach. The boats used for crossing the surf are 

large and light, made of very thin planks sewed together, with 

straw in the s~ams, for caulking would make them too stiff; and 
the great object is, that they should be flexible, and give to the 

water like leather, otherwise they would b~ dashed to pieces. 

Across the vel'y edge of the boat are the bars on which the row .. 

ers sit; they arc naked aU but a turban, and a half. handkerchief 

fastened to the waist by a pack-~hread. They are, wild.looking, 

and their appearance is not improved by the crust of salt left 

upon their bodies by the sea-water, and which' generally whitens 

balf their skin. At one end, of the boat is a bench with cushions 

and a curtain, for passengers, so that they are kept dry while, the 

surf is breaking round the boat. 

'Ve were hardly ashore when we were surrounded by above a 
hundred Dubashi.~ and servants of all kinds, pushing. for employ. 

blent. '1lle Dubashis undertake to interpret, to buy all you want, 
to change money, to provide you' with servants, tradesmen, and . 
palankecns, and, in short, to do ~very thing that a ~tranger finds 

it irksome to do for himself. 'Ve went immediately to our friend's 

-garden-house; for at Madras every body lives in the country, 
though all offices and, 'Counting-houses, public. ~d private" are 

in the fort or in to'wn. The garden-houses are generally of only 
one story; they are of a pretty style of architecturef h~ving their 

porticos and virandas supported by pillars of chunanl;' the walls 

. are ~f the Same' matcrial~ either white or coloured, and the floors 

. are 'Co~ere~ with 'fatan mats, so that it, is impossi,ble to. be more 

'cool. The houses are usually surrounded by a field or compound, 
. 'with a few trees and shrubs, but it is with incredible pain,s that 
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flowers' or fruit are raised. During the hot winds; tats (a kind of 
mat); made of the root. ~f the ~t>osa grass fi, which has an agree
able smell, are placed·against the doors an~ windows, and con
stantly watered, so that as the air. blows through them, it spreads 
an agreeable scent ·and freshness through the house. 

July 16.-1 went the other day to see the naval hospital here, 
a large handsome building, with an excellent garden, al)d very 
wen appointed. On the top is a large fllatform, where the con
valescents take exercise and enjoy fresh air, with the view over 
all 1\{adras, its petah or Black-town, and garden-houses, to 
the shipping in the roads. There is a rope-walk attached to 
the hospital, but it wants ,air and' is rather short; it however fur
nishes employment for the invalids. From the hospital I went to 
see the garden which the late Dr Anderson had planted as a bo-

. tanical garden, at a vast expense, but i~ is now in a sad state of 
min.. I remarked there the 811guerus Rumpltii, a kind of palm, 
from which an excellent kind of sago is made •. It is also valua ... 

. hIe on accourit of the black' fibres surrounding the trunk at 

the insertion ,of the leaves, which afford a cordage for ships, said 
to be stronger and, more durable t~an that made from any other 
vegetable sl\bstance. I saw also the Nopaul, a kind of prickly 
pear, on a species of which' the cochineal 'insect lives, and which 
.is now cultivated in Madras as an esculent vegetable. It was 
brought here merely as, a curious exotic, but was discovered by 

!' .. 'J{f!osa grass, Poa cynosuroide,. This grass is considered as sa~red, and is used 

in sacri6ces~. ,Dev~tees g~ner.any hold it in their hands. I~ the Hutopod~sa there is a 

Btory of a tiger who held ~ bJade Qf koosa grass in order to pass for a holy person, and . ,-", . .. 
to conceal bis evil and c~uel designs. 
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Dr Anderson to be a, valuable antiscorbutic, and has since been 
used in all men of waf on the Indian station, which are DQW ahllost 
free from that dreadful Inalady the scurvy. ~e nopaul keeps 
fresh, and even continues to v~gelate long ~fter it is g~thered; it 
makes an excellent pickle, which is now issued to the ships of 
war. 

We had heard so much,-in Europe of the slight of hand prac
tised by the ~{adras jugglers, that we w:ere very curiOUl$ to see 

some of them. Accordingly we yesterdaY.procure,d an excellent 
set to exhibit before us. After shewing the common tricks with 

the cups and balls, which were changed so as to elu~e ~be ,most 
narrow observation. and making me ~tart at finding a se~pent in 

my hand when I was sure I received a pebble, the principal ex

hibitor took up a pinch of white sand betwee~ ,his finger and 
thumb" and, scattering it gently Defore us, drppped, it of. a, ,red, 
blue, or yello\\~ colour, ,as we required; bUt that which plea~ed 
me most was throwing up eight balls iqto the ,air, ,~o a~ fO keep 

them.in a ring at equal distances for a cC;>.nsiderjl.ble time." I-Ie 
performed a variety of .. othe,t tricks, ju whj~ht p~.i,ng Jlal<ed from 
the waist,upwartls, he could derive np aAvantage from the ton
cealment of aoy ,of his implemellts in his dress •.. The small ,e1bi~ 
bitions ,being over, the juggl~r took a r~:)Uqd s,t9P'~, as ,large as his 
head, betw~en ,hi~ heels, and ma.king a, spring witP. ~t, he: tbrew it , 
to a consider.a.ble·height; and caqght ,it on hi~ shQu'lder,. wheqce. 
by another eifort, he threw jt and. ca,\lght ,it on hi& Qa~k" .and .so 
on, receiving it on his sides, the" inner part of his elbow, his wrisl, 
or his stomach. But the l mos.t curious; though · disgusting sight, 
was the swallowing 'th~ sword, 'and in this there' is~nb deceptIon, 

f 1 r '1 ~ • , 

for I h~ndled the' weapon, bOth before a~a aftef he performed the 

operation. I ~hould have thought tha~ this ~:,iercise 'would have 



Madrlls.] RESIDENCE IN 'INDIA. 127 

injured' hfm;'bnt he is the l healthiest looking· native I have seen, 
well 'made' and proportioned. They begin this trade when very 
young, the children ,exercising with short bits .of bamboo, !which 
are lengthened. a$· the throat 'and stomach are able to bear them, ....... 
a :curious proof of the power. of education over the body. 

August 1.-1 .havejust retQrned from a weeKs excursion to En.,. 
nore, a fishing village eight miles' north of Madras, ,,,here there 
is a small salt.water lake, with abundance of fine fish and excel
lent oysters. 'These attractions have induced a party of gentle
men .to build a house, by subscription on the 'edge of the lake, 
where-there is a meetinglevery week to eat :.tish~ play cards,'and 
sail about ,on: the' lake, in two little pleasuro,boats, a diversion 
which cannot be enjoyed anywhere else near Madras on account 
of the surf. 'Ve ,w~t to ~nnore by the 'canal which is cut from 
l\fadras'to.Puljcat, nnd'met a fleet of thirty .. six boats from the 
latter -place laden 'with charcoal"~ for the use of the kitchens of 

I 

l\1:adras. Ennorc is a 'fl'at san.ds place,- with about a hundred 
huts and two. European. houses, besides the sut1scription-house. I 
walked to the beac1~ to see the catamarans of this coast; they 
are f6rmed of two light Jogs of wood lashed together, with' a small 
piece inserted between them" at one end, ItO. serve as a stem-piece; 
they are always unlashed, and laid to drJ in the sun when they 

\ 

come out of the water,. as . dryness is essential to their lightness .. 
and buoyancy'; when lready for .the water,. they hold two men 
wjth their -paddles, who .launch' themselves thr9ugh the surf to 
fish, or to carry letters' arid provisions to ships~ wh~n no boat can 
venture out. These'men wear a pointed cap made of matting, 
in which ,they secure the papers with which they may be entrust
ed" though they should themselves be washed'. off' their 'catama-
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rans a dozen times before they reach the place' of their destina

tion. A particular police regulates the catamarans,' accommoda

tion-boats, and bar .. boats, which last only ·differ -from the aecorn-

. modation-boats in ,being smaller and Jess convenient. l\Iedals 

are given to such of the boatmen as have saved drowning per

sons, or have distinguished themselves by fidelity in carrying pa .... 
pers or conveying papers or passe~gers through the surf in dan

gerous weather. 

August 10.-1 have been much pleased with a visit to t~e 'fe
male orphan assylum. It ~eems admirably conducted, -and the 
gir1s neat, and very expert at all kinds of needle-work. It is really 

gratifying to see so many poor creatures well brought up, and put 

in the way of gaining a livelihood. There is likewise a'male Of

i)han asylum, where the boys are brought,up to ,different'trades •. 

If such establishments are wanted anywhere, it is in India, where 

the numbers of haft:'caste, and therefore (if 1 ,may use the· expres

sion), half-parented children, exceed what_one could imagine., I 
can~ot but think it a cruelty to send children of colour to Europe, 

'where their .complexion must subject them ltO Pfrpetual mortifica .. 

tion. Here, 'being in their own country, and a~sociating with 
those in the same situation with themselvt!s~ -they have. a better 

chance of being happy., 

The language spoken at Madras by, the datives i$ the Talinga, 
here called ltfalabars. - The men~servants are all H~doosl but the, 

women are'mostly Portuguese. The palankeen.beare~s are called- . 

Bhois, and are remarkable for strength: and . sw~ftness., They. 

have a peculiar song, or cry~ with-.which they amuse. themselves: 

on a journey; at'first it sounds like '~he' expression of pain and: . ' 

weariness, but it presen,tIy- breaks 'out into sounds:of e~ultatiQD'" 
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~ have not seen any banians at l\Iadtas, but there are a number 
of hawkers who resemble the bomhs. I often see natives of Pon

dichery, French converts, going about with boxes of lace and arti
ficial flowers, made chi~fly by the ladies of the decayed French 
families in that settlement. There is something in the gaiety or 
the French character that communicates itsef to all around. I 
have seen a black man from Pondichery, handle a lace, a Bower, 

a ribbo~, with all the air of a fine gentleman, and in his rags shew 
more politeness and gallantry. than half our l\Iadras civil servants 

are possessed of. Besides these French pedlars, there are a set of 
?Iahomedan!if who go about selling moco stones, petrified tatna
rind wood,. garnets, coral, mock amber·, and a variety of other 
trlnket5, and' who are, in their way, as atnusing as the French
men. Th<-:· manner of living among the English at l\Iadras has a 
great deal more of external elegance than at Bombay; but the 
same influences- operating on the society, I find it neither better 
nor worse. I am told that, it was once more' agreeable. I do not 
wonder that it should have altered, for, during the late unhappy 

disputes between the govenu:neht and the amlY, everybody sided 
with one party or the other, which of course begot a jealousy still 
rankling in the minds of all: I am happy that we were not here 
at the crisis; for though every good citizen must wish, where the 
civil and military po\yers come to an~ open rupture, that the for .. 
mer should prevail,.I cannot help feeling-that, in this instance, the 
anny was in the outset the injured. party, and as some of my 

• The petrified tamarind wood is (ound in the sand near AIadras. It takes a beau. 

tiful,polisb, and makes pretty,ornaments. The mock amber is the gum of a tree iD 
the ~al~bar.forests" ,,-bich 50 much resembles the gum copal that the coachmakert 

in B€!ogal use it as a vamiah. 

R 
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friends wer9 of the ~ame way o( thinking, I am glad I was not 

h~re to countenance, by participating,: feelings of which it. \Vas SQ. 

~~cessary to get the , better •. 

August 18.-1 was two evenings ago at a public balI in the Pan., 

theon, which contains, besides a ball-room, a vcry pretty. .theatre, 

card-rooms., and virandas .. DUling the cold season there are month. 

ly assemblies, with" occasional balls aU the year~ which are very;. 
well conducted. The Pantheon is a handsome building; it is 
u$~d as a free-masons lodge of nlodern masons, among whoIll al. 
most every man in the army and navy who, visits .l\.Iadras enrols. 
himself. The only other public place at l\Iadras is the l\fount 

Road, leading fronl Fort-Geprge, to. 8t Thomas's 1\10unt. It is 

smooth as a bowling-greeIlt and planted on each side with banian 
and yellow tulip trees. About five- miles from, the fort,. on., this. 

road, stands a cenotaph to the memory of Lord Cornwallis. It has 

cost an immense sunl of money, but is not remarkable for good. 

taste; however, 1 love to see public II\onuments in any shape to 

great men. It is. the fashion for all the gentlemen and ladies ofl\1a.;.. 
dras to repair, in their gayest equipages,. to·thf;:} 1\{ou.nt Road, and 

after driving furio~Jy along, they loiter. round and TOWld the ce

notaph for au hour, partly for exercise, and· partly {'Of the oppor .. 

tunitJ off\~rting and displaying their fine c1qthe~, a(ter which~ they 

go:~ome, to Uleet again every, day in the year.' nut the greatest 

lo~nge at Madras is during the visiting. h.ours,. from nine, o'clock 

till eleven, when the young men go from house to hous(1 to retail 

the news,ask commissions to. town for the ladies, b~ng a bauble

tllat has beeJ,l,newly set, or one which the lady has o.hlique1y hint-. 
~ ,cd, at a shopping'party'tbe dayhe,friry,' she ~ould williDgly4p~r ... 

6· ' 
; 
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chase, btit t1iat: her husband does not like ller to spend'so Dl\Ich, 

lind "bich she thlls.obtains from sonie young man, one quarter of , , 

whose. monthly salary is. probably sacrificed to his gallantry. 

"'hen all the. "isitors who have any business are gone to their 

offices, another troop of idlers appears, still more frivolous than 

the forDler, and remairis till tiffin, at two' o!clock, whcn the real 

dinner is eaten, aQd wines and, strong beer from England are 

freely drank .. 'Tqe'ladies then-retire, and for the most part un .. 

dress, and lye ,down with a novel, in their hands, over which they 

generally sleep. About.five o~clock the master of the family rc

turns from his office; tbe lady.dresses herself for the l\fount Road; 

returns, dresses, dines, and goes from table to bed, unless there be 

a ball, when .she.dresses again, and dances all night; and this, I 
assure you, is a fair, yery fair, accOunt of the usual life of a l\Ia

dras lady. 

Calcutta, Sept. 8" 1810.~Business of a'most distressing nature 

requiring my presence at' Calc~tta, 1 left l\fadi'as, on the 26th of 
August,. in his' l\fajesty~s ship Illustrious, a~d arrived here so late 

as to make it impossible to reti}.m to l\fadras before the Dlooth of 

December, as ihe,monsoon is set ih 011 the coast; and ,I have~ . . 
moreover; misse~ the .friend to whom I came, so I anl here a stran. 

ger, '.and in a manner· a prisoner. : From 'the time of my enlbark ... 

ing the ,~weather was cloudy ana hot. After sailing slowly along 

the low coast, which was constaQtIy obscu~ed by haze, and' pas .. 

sing the Jagernauth Pagoda, which stand's by itself on a beach of 
sand,- that: seems' to have. no end,' the' first land we 'made was 

. Point Palmjras, Qf rather'the tops of the trees which give the~r 
name to. thiS~ lo,v~ sandy; cape. . On anchQring'in Bala:;ore Roads, 

th~ breakers, and'the colour,~fthe water, told us thai we wer~'ilJ 
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the neighbourhood of land, though none ,,'as visible iIi any direc
tion. The wat.er looked like thick mud, fitter to' walk upon thaD' 
to sail through. Here we left the ship. and proceeded in n 
pilot's schooner. Nothing can be more desolate than the entrance 

to the IIoogly. To the west, frightful breakers extend as far as 

the eye can reach, and you are surrounded by sharks and .croco
diles; but on the east is a more horrible object, the black low 
island of Sangor. The very appearance of th~ dark jungle that 
covers it is terrific. You see that it must be a nest of serpents, and 
a den of tigers; but it is 'Worse, it is the yearly scene of human 

sacrifice, which I)ot an the vigilance.of the British government can 
prevent. 'fhe temp1e is ruined, but the infatuated votaries 'of 

- Kali plunge into the waves that separate the island from the Con .. 

tinent, in the spot where the blood:-stained fane .once stood, and 

crowned with flowers and robed in scarl~t, singing hymns to 
the goddess, they devote themselves to destruction; and he who 

reaches the opposite shore without being devoured by the iacred 

sbarl{s, becomes a pariah, and regards himself as a' being detested 
by the gods. Possessed by this frenzy of superstition, mothers 
have thrO\VD their infants into the jaws of the seamonsters, and 
furnished scenes too horrible for description;. but the ,yearly a~ 
semblyat Sangor is now attended by troops, in .order to prevent 
these horrid practices, so that I believe there are,now but, few in .. 
voluntary victims. As ~e ~dvanced up. the river,. the,breakers 

disappeared, the jungle grew higher and lighter, and .we. saw some. 

times a' pagoda, or a village between the trees~ ~ The riVet ,was 

covere~ with boats of every' shape, yillas adorned 1he banks, the 
$ee~e became enchanting, al\,cultivated, all.busy,.and we.felt that 

We w,erc approaching a'great capital,1I . <,)n.landing, ,1.lVa~ strqc;k 

"jlb.the, genera,). :app(!ar').DC~ of grande.urtln allth~bui)dings; not 
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that. any .Lof ..them. are. a~pr~ing ;to! the· strict rules' of art, but 

groupe$ of columns, porticoes, 'dowes, ,and fine gateways, inter, 

spersed twith.trees, -and (the' broad' river cwwded with shipping. 
made the whole piCtuoo.~agnifice~t. 

, .$ept.n6.~amy ,arriv.al a.t, Calcutta,. I,went to the house ap.,. 
pointed by t~e Indian government for captains of the navy, in .. 
tending to. stay there ~illl'procufed a ]Qdging to rema.in in till I 
eould return.to .Madras;- but 1 had npt l>eenmany hours onshore, 
before I received several. invitatioM from the hospitable inhabi .. 
tants of Calcutta~ to. Jive in .their. hou~s till I eQuid rejoin my 

friends. Among the. first.of thes~ the governor-general, the only 
person, "nth. ~whom I had b~en acqU,ainted at bome, called, and 
kindly 'insisted on my. tt\king. up. my .~bode in the government~ 
house, wruchlI.did -accordingly jh~ next. day, when 1 was intro'l" 
duced to his. daugh~~.m-]aw and the oth~r lladies Qf ,the famjJy. 
Never-was a: stranger more kindlY'l'ecejv~uaIld uever did atten.,. 
tions come in $0 _WelcQWfU\ time, 9.rJu: ~ JQfm-SO agreeatJle • 

. ,Oct" .22 .. ~'f~eEnglish.society orCalQut~a,.as;it is' more nume,. 
rous,'affords a greatet;v8l~ety..of (:h.arac~~r,~~Qd. a.greater portion 
of intellectual refinement" tha:n;tba.t pf ~jther Q( ,~he. Q~her presiden
cies. lhave me~. with. some ,pe~ons pf both s~xes,.in this place, 
who~sbciety ,r~minded we,of that~wehave.enjoye4 together ~n 
:Dritain; [when ~ruUe .of .the, :iv~est .a.nd . best,. of . Q\)r countr'y~en, 

.whose,benev:01ence attracted OQ.f at~enti~p, 4Ui tPeir talents ~pm" 
manded, .our, esteem, loved tp. relat !fl'9JU t~~ir serioPs,occupaLioJ;lS 
in the.circle.of.theiF friends. .Anwngthefew.here w,hojknow.~d 
appreciate f,hese thiI;tgS, the most »gr¢able sp~ulalipns w-e 8:1w~.Ys 
those tliat...pointwhomew~rd·ta \that~Euro.EeJ "where,the tniqd of 
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round us, thc'passive submission, the apathy, and the degrading 

superstition of the I-Iindoos j the more active fanaticism .'of the 

l\fussulmans; the avarice, the prodigality!, the ignorance, and the 

vulgarity of most of the white people, seem "to place them all on 

a level, infinitely below that of the least refined nations of Europe. 

Oct. 2.5.-This is the season of festivals; I hear the tomtoms, 

drums, pipes, and trumpets in every corner ,of the towIi,. and I 
see 'processions in honour of Kali going to a place two miles off, 
called' Kali Ghaut, where there has long beenla celebrat.cd temple 

to this goddess, which is now pulled down, and another mora 
, magnificent is to be erected in its place. In ,alI' the 'bazars, a~ 

every shop .door, wooden figures p,ud bu~an heads, with. the neck 

painted blood-cQlour, are suspended" referring, ',1 imagi~e, to the 
human sacrifices formerly offered to this deity, who was, J believe, 

tll(~ tutelary goddess of Calcutta. Three weeks ago,; the festi~ 
val of Kali~ ubder the Dalne 'and attribu~s of Doorga" was cele ... ' 

Qrateq. On this occasion her images, and tho:3e of some otbe~ 

divinities, were carried in procession with gr~t pomp, and bathed, 

in the Hoogly, which" being'a brallch of the',Ganges~ is"sacred. 

~rhe figures were placed under canppies, which were gilt and deck .. 
ep: with'the most gaudy colours, and carried upo~ men's ,heads. 

~ev'e.ral;pfth~se moving temples went Itogether, ,preceded by mu .. 

. sica~ 'insttum.en~$, ba,nners, and bare~headed. Bmmins, reprating 

"muntras '(fQr'ms of prayel:). I The 'gods ,were followeq. .hy cars, dm wn . , 

'by ·oxe~ 'or ho~~es, gaily capa~isoned~; l>earing the. sacrificial ,uten .. 
:.sils, 'accompanied ,by :Qthet :BratDin~, and. the ,procession twas,cJQ.S=
'e~ 'by ,an inntinierable-JIJ.ultit.ude of people' of. all.Castes",,: T¥s 
fe~~t la$ted ,s~:v:eral da'y's~ , L received a .printed .card ~n! U1~ .9~C~ 
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sion,' 'which J transcribe :.....;...." ,l\Iaha ,Rajah, Rajhissen Bahaudur, 

cc preseqts_his'respectful cOJ;npliments to j[r~ Gram, and re~ts 
cc the honour of his company to' a nau~ch (being 'DoOl'ga. Poojali), 
U Qn ·the 5th, 6th, ana 7th, of .October, at nine o'clock in the 

u, evenm.g." Having'never seen a nautch, I did not decline the 

l\Iaha Rajah's invitation; ,but on the evening of the fifth I went~ 

with a szpall party, to the assembly, and received more amuse .. 

ment :tpan I expected. The 1\Iaha Rajah has a fine house at tha 

end'of Chitpore hazar. The rOOl)) , into.wh1.ch we were usllered 
was a large: square c6urt,. co\"'ered ·in for the occasion with red 

cloth, to whlGh' a profusion of white artificial flowers was fastened. 

Three sides' of ,'the court are occupied, by the dwelling-house, the 

\valls bf'which are ador~ed:by a'double row of pillars in coup1ets, 
and between each couplet'is a. window. The fourth side is oecu .. 
pied by the f~mily ,temple, of, a very pretty architecture; the 

arches which s\lpport it are not .u~ike those' used in England id 
Henry VII.~s time,. with cinquefoil heads. A flight of steps 

leads to t~e .viranJa of the templ~, where Vishnu sat in ~tate, with 

a blaze or light.before hi~,. in 'magnificent chandeliers. 'Vhen 

we entered there were some hundreds of people assem1?Ied, and 

there .seemed, ,to be ~room: : for as many; more.· The dancing was 
begun, but as soon as OUf host perceived us he led us to the ,roost 

I 

commodiQu$ seat$, stationed boys beb,ind uS',with round., fans of 
red silk, with gold fringe, anp then pr~ented us.with bouqu,ets'of 

the Ulogue im'd the; rose,. tied up'in a green leaf, ornamented with. 
silver fringe. .4 small gold 'vase being br.ought, the l\Iaha'Rajah, 
with a golden spoon,' perf !lIned , us with, oUur, ~nd. ,sprinkled us 

with rose .. water,. after which we were allowed to 'sit still anq look 

on.' -i The first dancers w:ere me.n~ whom boY. their dresses I took 

for wonlen f though, I ~ was rather surprised at, the assurance of their. 
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gestures~ which had' nothing'els6' tema:rkable in, them: '11lese gave 
,,~o some ICashmenan singers, whose vbices were very pleasing~ 
--they were accompanied 'by an old' man, whose long white beard 
and hair" ~nd fair skin, spoke a more northern, country than Ben .. 
gal. His instrument was a peculiarly sweet-toned guitar, 'which 

he touched with skill and taste; to some of the odes of 'Hafiz and 

sonle Hindostanee songs. 1 was sorry ~hen they finished, to make 

way for a kind of pantomime, in which men personated elephants, 

bears, and monkeys. After this some women danced; but though 

they, were pretty, and theiu motions rather graceful, I was disap

pointed, after hearing so much of the nautch-girls of India. One 

of them t while dancing in a circle, twisted a piece of striped 
muslin into fiqwers, keeping each stripe for a different coloured 

.Bower. The last alnusement we staid to partake of, was the ex

hibition, of a. ventriloquist (the best fever heard), although the 

Mahajah pressed us tt> remain, saying that he had diirerel'1t sets 

of dancers, enough to exhibit during the whole nigbt: I was 

pleased with theattenLion the Rajah paid to his guests, wheth~r 
Hlndoost Christians, ot Mussulmans;. there \Vas not one to whom 
he did not speak kindly,. or pay some compliment on their en

trance; and he walked round the assembly' repeatedly, to ·see that 
~ , 

all were properly accommodated. 
\ , 

I was sorry I could· not go to his nautch ·the.next night, where 

1 bear there was' a: masquerade, when several Portuguese and Pa

riahs appeared as Europeans, and' imitated our dances, music .. 

and manners. I grieve. that the distance kept lIP betwe~n the 
EQropeans and the' natives~ bot~ here and, at Madras, is such, 

tilat' I have not·beeu 1able 'to' get acquainted with any native fa

milies -as i did' at' Bombay., There seems- however, to be' little 

qifference in their manner-.ofliting" Their' nouses appear to be. 
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more commodious at. Calcutt~ than at either of the other pres1 .. 
qencies, and in general ,th~y wear fewer' ornaments than on the 

l\fahrat~ coasf.t though in' other respects tlJ,eyappear richer and 
more at their ease. 
: Of' 'the publio 'bttildings of Calcutta, tIle go-vernment .. house, 

built by' Lord 'Vellesley, is ihe most remarkable. The-lower 

stors forms a rustic basement, with arca:des to the building, which 
,is.Ionic: On the north side there is a'handsome portico, with a; 

:Bight of steps, 'under which carriages drive. to the entrance j and 
on the- south there is a circular colonnade with a dome. The 

four wings, one at each corner of :the body of the building, are 

connected with'it by circular passages, so long as to secure their 

enjoying the air all around, from' whichever quarter the 'wind' 
blows. 'These- wings 'contain all the private apartments; and ill 

the north-east angle is 'the council-room, decorated, like the fami .. 

ly breakfast and dinner rooms, with port~its. The centre of the 

house is giv;en· up to two rooms, ihe ,finest I have seen. The, 
lowest is paved wit1:roark grey marble, and supported by Doric 

columns lof chunam, ,vhich .one would t~ke for Pariao marble. 

A bO\Te the hall i~ the' b~ll-room, floored with dark polished wood,. 

and supported by IQnic pillars 'of white-.ehunam. Bo!h. tbe~ 
fine rooms are lighted by a profusion bf cut-glass lustreS-suspend

ed from the pn.inte~ ceilin~; where an excellent taste is displayed. 

in ,the ·decorations~ , 

Besides the 'government-house, the public buildings are, a town

house, which" promises to be handsome when finished, the court- -
house, a good~lookiDg ljuildi'ng~. and two ' churches; the largest of 
which 'bas a fine portico, and :bpth have handsome spires. ·The· 

hospital and jail-are to the south' of the. town, (In' that 'part of the 

esplanad,~ ,called ,the course, w~ere . all' the, equipag~s of ~alcutta 
s 
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assemble every evening, as those ,of Madras.,do on ,th() 110unt 
Road. The houses now occupied by the orphan 's,chQo}s being 
ruinous, there are handsome designs for erectjng, ~ew ones. The 
writers buildings, to the north of the government-house, look like 
a shabby hospital, or poors .. house; these contain npartments for 
the writers newly come from Britain, and who are students at the 
college of Fort .. William, which -is in the centre of the buildings, 

and contains nothing but some lecture-rooms. At stated. seasons 
general examinations ·take place at the ·college. and public dispu
tations are held by the students in Persian, Hindui" and Benga,... 
lee, in the government-house, in presence of the ,governor .. gene

ral, who usually makes ·a speech on the occasion, setting forth 
the advantages of the college, tbe anxiety he feels for its.succ~s, 

the liberality of the Company with r~spect to it and the college 
at Hertford, blaming the slothful in genera], but commending the 

diligent by name, and medals are distributed to such as have dis-. 
tinguished themselves. For my part, as 1 do not under~tand 
these languages, I amused myself. during . the time of one of .these 

disputations at which, I was present, wilh observing the various 

6gures anlong the .auditors. All the college ana private moonshis 
'~rp present, with all the native and foreign easte1"\l mercha.nts 
who pretfm-d-w-aiiYlearnTng,---ana cro~ds of Europeam.- Th~ 
most singular figure of this- motley groupe. was/a: M!llay mOQnsbi, 
whom Dr Leyden had brought to the assembly. _-4.. few days 
afterwards I ·received frpm ~r L. a curious paper, ,containing .an 

account of ~he Malay's yi$it to the palace,. and .of all ,he had s~en 
there,· ~ritten by himself, .and :trjioslated by Dr Leyden·" .Ibra
.hints reptesentation. o{ the 'c(Juntry, ,the building&. tbe. ,pepple, 
a-nd \he. ·customs. -of ,the: English:.in .Bengal, Jo.oka a!QlQstJike.B: 

'4ft'See :Appendix. 

1 
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caricature 'on 'travellers; \representations' of new .countrles and cus

toms; but poor Ibrahim, though the roost,learned of the l\Ialayst 
has 'no taste of European literature; so that the satire being unin .. 

tentional, is th~ more severe. 
Calcutta, like London, is a small town of itself, but its suburbs 

swetl it to a prodigious bity, peopled -by inhabitants from every 
country in the' world. Chinese and Ftehc11men, I Persians 'and 
Germans, Arabs falid ,Spktii~J'ds, Americans and Portuguese, Jews 

ahd Dutchme~~ are"seen miXing with the Hindoos and English, 

~he orIginal inhabitants and the actual :possessors of the country. 

This mixture of nations ought, I think, to weaken national preju

dice&; but. among the English at .least, the effect seems diametri
cally opposite. Every Briton appears to pride himself on being 
outrageously a John Bull; but I beI~eve it i~ more in the manner 
than.in the matter, for in all serious affairs and questions Qf jus. 

tice, every man is, a~'he,ought to be, on a footing. 

Oct. 30.--1 was spending a few homs yest~rday with.l\Irs M. 
an accomplished and agreeable, as w,ell pS a v~t! beautiful wo-

.. man. I knolV of no place where 1 am "'better pleased to spend 
tny mornings than in her dressjng.. .. o9~. $h~ possesses excellent 

talents, which she carefully cqltiv~t~~I~ ~yeJy ~d'~~gaging man
ner, much discrimination of character,.-a. turn for deseription, and 
ail acute' perception, of the ridiculous, ,but "which never degene.

tates into ill-natured satire. ,When'I Rttl''With, her, our cOQ.versa

tion most frequently ·ttirns~ 'on ~ErlgJand. . Every rtew book that 

reaches us, every poe~, especially if it recal 'the legeIl;ds of our 
native land, -is an 9bject of disc~s~iQn I and interest beyond what 

" , 

I could have thought possible,t~l I .felt in,,~ toreign qou~try how 
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dear every thing becomes that awakens those po"erful associa. 

tions, 

'" Entwined with every tender tie~, . 
Memorials dear of youth and infancy.'" 

Yestcrd~y Mrs 1\1:. gave me the following little poem, translat
ed' from the Sanscrit by the late Mr Paterson. It is a desct:ip .. 

tion of one of the Rag.uis, IPJ~hological nymphs).who, in con
junction with the Ragos, or male genii of music,. preside over the 
musical expr.essions of the passions .. 

GUNCARRI RAGUI .. 

G1J~CARIU mourns in misery 8~pre'me, 

Forsaken love and faithless man lier tbeme;

Wild as her speech, distracted al her mind,: 
And like her roving fancy unconnn'd. , 

Her hollow eye,. her daily. wasting cheek,. 

The inward fever of her souLbespeak. 

Despair hath mark'd the victim (or her own, 

And made the ruins of her heart his throne; 

Loose to the wind lier eb01l tresses flow, 

--And every look participates her woe. 

,On a shrunk chaplet of neglected flow'rs" 

In pensive grief she .counts the weary houri ; 

.And as ~er, fond imagi,nation strays 

O'er the past pl~asure~ of,once happy' days, 

She ben4a QD va<:ancy her sleepless eyes, 

And memory bids the p~arls of B()rTO~ rise. 

. S~enes of delight, and aOoth,ing sounds of ~rth, 
Sene but to.tall'new aDgwsU into birth. 
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;~Il v~in the .squl:or melodyJnspire~ 
I 1Pe gourcled ,.int " and breat~elJ up<?n its. wires i 
~ J" ~ I ~ T • 

No~ dho1e nor vin ha~e magic to remo,ve 
, .. 1 t. t 

'The hapless torment of rejected love. 

'Tj~ed of the tedio~s' day's' too'che~rf~1 tight,' 
She ~aits impatieptl the return of night'; , 

Nigbt long expected comef', ,but comes in vain, 

The: shadowy ,gloom but aggravates her pain. 

. ~er ~~ied soul '~o transient respite knows, 

. ~roods o'e~ its grief, and feeds upon its woes; 

Silent she mQurns, and like a picture wears 

The mer~nc~ol, dignity of tears, ~. 
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Nov., 1.-Returning last, night from ,my evenings, dlive" J. pas .. 
-sed. the :English burying-ground for the nrst. time. There, are 

many acres covered so thick with' columns; urns" and obelisks, 

that there scarcely seems to be room for: another; it is ,like a city 

'of the dead.; it extends on both, sides of the road,: and you see 

nothing beyondjt.;: and the' greater number of those bulied here 

are under five-.and-twenty years: of "age 1 It( is "a painfulref1ec

dOD; yet" one that forces itself _ upon the mind" to consider the 

number of young lnen cut off in the· first two or three years resi. 

dence in· this, climate. Howj;nany, accustomed in' every trifling 

illness to :the tender. solicitud~: o£'parents, of brothers, .and of sis

-ters; have died here alone, and been, mourned ,by strangers! I 

do ,not know why, ,but It seems more sad. to, die in a_ foreign land 

than at home; and it is'.a. superStition: common, to all, to. wish 

their'ashes to mingle with their' native soil •. 

I, •• Barrackpore; .NO'V .. ~20.;-It,is, delightful to be once more in the 
cQunttYt,and'to be able.to:ramble~about at; all hours 11Vithout r~ 
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straint; and the weather is now so cOOI.cthat, one really enjoys a 

walk. 'Ve came nere a few days ago bY:wat~r, and. I was charm. 
ed with the scenery on the ri~er .. Close to: Calcutt~, it is the bu. 

siest scene one can imagine; crowded wit~ ships and boats of every 

fonn,-here a fine English East Indiaman, there a grab or a dow 

from Arabia, or a proa from the eastern islands. On one side 

the picturesque boats of the natives, with their floating huts; on 

the other the bolios and pleasure-boats of the English, with their 
sides of green and gQld, and silken ·~treamers. "As we came up 
the river, the scene became more quiet, but. not less beautiful.. 

• 
The trees grow into the water, and' half hide the pagodas and vile 
-lages. with which the ba~ks.of the 'river are covered on bbth siaes. 
it was tate ere ,Ye arrived here, and some ofth'e pagodas were al. 
ready illuminated for a. festival;, !ire-works, bf which· the natives 

'are very fond; were playing on the shore, and nero and there We 
Ted flame of the funeral nres tinder the ~dark trees threw -a'~elan. 
'choJy glare on the water. When \Ve' came -to :the port of Bar
-rackpore, the tamarihd, ac~cia" and peepil trees; -thr6ugli, whol>e 

branches the moon threw her flickeririg beams on the river~: seem .. , 
cd to hang over our ,heads, and' fonned a strong contrast tb .the , 

.white bttildings of Serampore~ "Which-shone oli the:opposite shore. 

'V ~ landed at· the palace begun by. die '1\{arqUis' :Wellesley,· but 
Hiscontinued by the frugality of the Indian '.Company'} itS unli
hished arches shewed by the moon-light .lilte 'an' anacht, ruin~ 

and completed the beauty, or the ~cenery~ 
. The old village of Achanock stood oit the'-gfound ,which,the 
port of Barrackpo~e now occupies; and the irregularities oeca
t100ea ~Y the 'ruin~ have~.beeh· imp'fovea into ';littIe koons. ~iind 
dells, ,which in this 'extremely,flat' connttypass 'for:'lilll'andLdale. 
A littlt "nulld' or' :rivulet supplies several fine tanh iq the park, 



Barriukpore·l 143 , 

.which embellish the scen~y,. and furnish food for a number of 

curious aquatic hirds kept in,!he m~nagene. The pelican, whose 

large pouch contains such an abundant supply of food, the pro

duce of her fishing for her young; the SynlS, or ,sarasa, a species 

of stork,· whose body.is of 3:. delicate grey colour, and whpse head, 

which he carries' above five fcet from the ground, is of a brilliant 

scarlet, shading off to. the pure white of his long taper neck ~ and 

the flamingo, whose bill and wings are of the brightest rose-co
lour, while the rest of his plumage is xvhite as snow,....:...are the most 

beautiful of' tho~ w:ho $eek their food in the water. AJ.l1ong 

their fellow-prisoners are the osirich, whose black and white 

plumes attract the avarice of the hunter; the cassowary, whose 

stiff hard feathers':appear like black hair; and the Java pigeon, 

of the size. of a I YOQ.llg turkey,' shaped and coloured ,like ~ pi .. 
geon, with a fan-like crest, which glitters in the sun like the rain

bow. 

, ,The quadrupeds in the menagerie are only two royal tigers f 

and two beats, on'e a ':Very large ~nimal, precis~y like ,the bears 

()f Europe; the 'other was 'brought here from ,t!hitt;;tgong, where it 
is called the wild dog. IrIS head is shaped like that of a dog, 

but bare and red about the ll\uzz1e;, his p~w.s are like those of 
the conimon bear, ,but his '~oat is short If 'and smooth; he r!iuses 

to ·eat ,any kind :bf vegetable' food,'which.the ~atge ,bear prefers 

,to·llesh, ,and-is' altog~ther .the'mo,si ferocious c.reat\1re I.ever.saw, . , 

.- ,..Nov. 25.--Th~ north .winds il.1:e now ..so·cold~ that .1' find it. ne

~sary:to' :wrap" up" in a .sliawli and .fur tippet when l_ta~e'mY' 

lllorning's rrae upon oheof the 'go.Veritor .. gen~'s elephants, ti:Q~' 
whose back,l,y~sterday saw .. lhe .Bariac.kpore ,houn~s _throw o.if 

"~ . 
In. chase of a jackall; but bef(~J ~s at- :poonah. the hunters- mualI y .-- , 
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return from the field before nine clc1ock,; ,The' other day, in g0-

ing through.a small bttZ4),r near one of the park gates, I'saw fifO 

ruinous temples to 1\1aha Deo, and one in rather a better state to 

Kali. As I had never been in a pagoda dedicated to her by that 
name, I procured admittance for a rupee. Her figure.is of brass, 
riding ,on a strange form that passes here for a lion, with a. lotus 
in the place of a saddle. 11er CQuntenance is terrific: her four 

hands are armed with destructive weapons, and before her.is a 

round sione sprinkled with red dust. The sacrificial utensils arc 

mosdy of bra5s; but I observed a ladle, two lampst ,and a bell of 
silver; . the handle of the bell was a figure of the goddess, herself .. 

The open lemple in the square area of the pagoda has been very 

elegant, but is no" falling into ruin, as are the prie:sts houses and 
ev~ry thing around, except the ghaut, or flight of steps leading 

to the river, which is handsome and in good repair. 

There is something in the scenery of this place that reminds me 

of the beauty of the banks of the Thames; the same verdure, the 

same rich foliage, the same majestic body of water; here are ev:en, 
villas too along the banks: but the village and the cottage' are 

wanting, 'whose inhabitants cannot suffer oppression unredressed, 

and to whom every employment is open of which their minds are ca

pable, or their hearts: ambitious enough to undertake. Perhaps 

there is something of pride in the pity I cannot.h~lp feeling for the. 
lower Hilldoos, who seenl so resigned to 'all that, I call evils In life. 

Yet'I feel degraded, when, seeing them half-clothed, half-fed, 
covered with loathsonle disease,:I ask 'how they came into this 

state, and what could amend it, they .ans\Ve~" '~, It, is. the cus
e, tom. ill --'~ ,it belongs to 'their caste to ,bear this t-and they 

neve~~'attempt to. overstep the boundaries which confine them _to 
itl' 
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., Calcittta, Noo.SO.-As Barnickpore is only sixteen miles from 
Calcutta, I. 'find little" difficulty in going from one place to the 
other,. when either business or' the' prospect of amusement indu,Ces 
me to leave the country for this place. ' I came here just now in 

order to' go to the botanical ,garden, where I went yesterday 'with 
my' friend IDr,Fleming,:who introduced me to Dr ROl.burgh and 

his family, with 'whom we breakfasted. Before breakfast we 
walked round the garden," and I, was delighted with the order 

and neatness of ey'ery part,. as well as with the great collection of 
plants. from every quarter of the globe. The first that attracted 
mY,'attention :was. ,a lbanian tree, whose' branches Dr Roxburgh 

has' 'clothed with the 'numerou~ parasite plants of .the climate, 
wllich ,adom,its rough bark with the gayest colours and most ele

gant :forms. 'In another part: of the garden the gialjt: mimosa 
spreads: its) ](mg' arms over. a :Wider' $urface . than : any tree, except 
th~f baniari" that.~I remember ,to have seen., The, Adamsonia, 
whose nionstrous warty· trunk, nfs·oft.useless :\'\i'ood~ is crowned With 
aJfew;raggoo'btanches:and. palrWited le~ves,l~eems to ,have, bee'n 
plated' here as, a-contrast to ,the' beautiful :plonts' that: surround it., 
Among the iD}ttiense~ coUe6tion· -of' palms, I .saw se~leral varieties 
·ofthe talipot, which,.!}urst met with in)Ceyloll,.~rul the. true sago 
;tree~':i Carefully 'preser\7lxl"ihere Js" \a ;(:ajeput~ from ,the leaves of 
one:;speci~s ofwhicli! (Melalucca riajep,Qti,) the~famous Cajeput oil 
is 'cxtracted f \vhiCh is uS'ed by, the inhabitants.pf' Malacca ~nd ~e 
eastern isles~ \of.which:th~ tree is 'a: native, ·as a sovereign l-emedy 
for irl1~tinUlti$mS; swellin'gs~ anU, bruises;. the tree <tes~bles a· wil ... 
low, but the -bark J is i 'tagged;) :and ·.hallgs:~ l+o6s~ in~ str,ings-; .', The 

,garden contains- specimens of all ,the spices,. and 'of the bread. 
frUit;; the' latterist;lCceedsliworSe':thanfaIly 'othefj tree,:bclng usu~ny . -
kilied:-6j> thtfcold '~urd:.dath pt oflthel winter.' { '.~he: plan~ . on iW hieh 

'T 
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the cochineal feeds is placed in the midst of, several of its oWn 
family, frOln which, cspeciaI1y the nopaul ana 'the common prick., 
ly pear, it seems, difficult to distinguish it; but the insect w~n Dot 

I?e induced to live on any but its own plant. I will only men*! 

~ion one other tree, the Norfolk island pine, which remind$ me 
i.n everyone of its habits of the firs of Northern Europe, but that 

i,t seems inclined to grow higher and lighter, whiclr may be the 

Bffect of the heat and moisture of this climate. -

'1;he botanical garden is beautifully situated pn the ,bank~ of. 
the Hoogly, and giveti the name of Garden-reach to a bend of 

the, river. Above the garden there is an extensive plantation 

of teak, which is not a native of this parl of India. but which 

thrives 'well here; and at the end of the plantation are, the 

house and gardens of Sir John Royds, .laid out with admira"'! 
< 

bIe taste, and containing many specimens of curious, plants. Af .. 
ter having ,'isited the garden, Dr Roxburgh obligingly allowed 

me to see his native artists at work, drawi~g, some of the most 

rare' of his botanical treasures; they are the most beautiful and 

correct delineations of flowers I ever saw. Indeed, the Hindo()s, 

excel in a1l1uinute worI{S of this kind. I saw in Dr Flemings. 

possession a drawing, representing the inside of a zenana; the 

two favourite sultanas ~re playing at chess; the, ~U~5es are sitting 

round ~ith the children; guards are in' waiting" a,nd the apart-. 

ment. opening to a garden. with a mosque in the back-ground~ 

seems to denote that the zenana belongs to ,a person of distinc:-. 

tion.. The whole of this picture is finished like an exquisite .wi .. , 
niature" and the perspective is admirably preserved. 

~ Dec~\ 5.-'V e are in the midst of the Calcutta gaieties of tbe ~ol.d. 
~e~son~ T.here are 'public and privat~ bans and 1I}asqueradf;:!S, be",,! 

8 
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sides dinners and 'parties innumerable. .The pUblic rooms are very 

pretty, but too small for the climate, and for the number of Eu. 

ropean inhabitants. In three ~eeks all the gay world will be as

sembled at 13arrackpore,' on account of the races, which are run 

tIose to the pa:rk.gate. This year there will be little sport" as the 

horses are indifferent, but I am told the scene will be very gay, 
" Wlth stor~ of ladies, whose bright eyes rain influence." The 

course at Calcutta is abandoned, as the government discountenan .. 

ces racingt so that it only serves for an evening drive for the inha .. 

-bitants. Returning from, it the olher night, after sun-set, I saw 

some of the trees on the esplanade so covered with the fire-fly, as 

to appear like pyramids of light. This beautiful little insect is 
about a fourth 'of an inch in length; its pody and wings are of a 
dark ash-colour;. the luminous 'part is that imluediately under the 

·tail; and occupies about one-third of the body; it is not constant ... 

,Iy bright, but the insect. seems to have the power of becollling lu .. 

. minous.at pleasure. Talking of insects, I must not forget two, 

of which I saw drawings the other day, the J;ieioe cicorei, and'the 

,Meloe t'rialltheml1, ,both of which are' 'e.xcell~nt 'substitute~ for the 

Spanish blisteqng fly, which frequently spoils on the 'Voyage to 

.this. country_ The firSt. abounds in variqus districts of Bengal, 
,.BeraT': and. Oude, patticu14r1y in the 'rainy seasont during which 
~t is fpurid ~.on the flowers of ,the cucurbitaceous plants, and also 

--on thpse of the numeroUs species of Hibiscus and' Sida. The three 

f transverse' unduJated. black bands on its yelldw Wing-cases, distir\

(guish it from the other species 'Of 'MeIoe. The,l\leloe :ttianihema 

.is· faupd in' great quadtities in 'the: Doabj and the districts on the 
right ~of the Jumda__ It appears early in- the rainy seasoti, ge-
.nerally ;'runnin,g; on the ground," 'particularly in fields overruh 

i 'Wi~h. ,the Trianth.e.Q!a l decandria ; ,it· is' tlometimes -seen feeding- in 
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the flowers ,of the Solanum melosigena. The reQ orange:colour: of 
the abdomen t with the black dot on earhofthe.segments, form its, 
discriminative specific character. The flies should be gathered in 

the mqrning or evening, and immediately kil,led,by 'the steam of 

boiling vinegar, after which they should be dried by ~hesun, .and 
put in bottles" to preserve them. from moisture. 

. 
Barrackpore, Dec. 20. 1810.-1 am once more at this charming 

place, but notwith:standing;its beauties, I look anxiously forward 

to returning. to my friends at ~Iadras. The other night, in COln

iog up the river, the first object I Isaw was. a dead body, which 

had lain long enough in the water to be swollen, and to b~ome 

.buoyant.. It floated past ~our .bDat, alnlost white,.,from. be

iug so long in the river,. 'and su~ounaed by. fish i and·, as. 'we 

got to the Janding-place, I saw two wild dogs, .tearing ano

ther body. from which one of them had just Bucceeded in, sep~ 
.rating a thigh-bone, with which .he ran growling R,,!,ay. . ,Now, 
,though I am' no~ very. anxjous as to the JDanner. of disposing of 

my bQdy, and have very little choke as to wheth~r it is .to, be .. eaten 
,by wprws or by fishes, I cannot ~ee" without disgust and hQrr9t, 

,th~ dead indecently eXPQs~d,: and torn and dragged about· through 
~treets and vUlages, by ,dog,t .and. jackals. : Yet such are the 

daijy ~igh,ts on the. bank~ of;the Hoogly, I wish ~ could say they 

were' the wor~t ; . QU~ when. & man become$ infirm, ()r has any. dan

.gerQ\lsJlln~ss, ifhi~. tehlt~QPS ll~ve the. slightes,t interest in his death, 
they take ,him to the banks pi the river" ,set .his f~et in ·the wat~r, 
,anq, stuffing his ~SLrs,ilpil:JUq\1th.jwitb, mud,:Jeave him 10., perish, 
,whiph.h~ .seldOll) dQ~s. w~hQut .a hfl!d struggle. and should,~ 

.I)lre~)gth QLhis ;con~titqtiOQ ~p3rble hirp to. surviv~, he: becomes a 

J p~Ii~h.i .he i$:no . ~Qnger _cQntddeted ~:LbeloDging tQ his .ramil; .or 
8 
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cnildren, '~nd ban have ·nd interest' in his own i()itun~ or goods'. 
About·thirty miles foom Calc':!tta, there is a village under the pro
tection ,of; gcivernment, entirely peopled' ,by these poor outcasts~ 
the number· of whom is incredible. 

The Danish town· of Serampore "is immediately opposite to Bar

rackpore. It is now in the hands of the English, and is the great 

resort of the missionaries, under whose direction there is a press 

where the scriptures have been printed in all the'eastern languages. 
l\Iany other books have also been published under their direction, 
one' of the most curious of which is the works of Confucius$, in 

• TIle first volume of these works it already published; -it contains the Lun.Gnee, 

a ~l1ection of the precepts' Qf tbe sage Chee.., The second chapter of the .fifth book 

(:ontains anecdotes ~f tbe daily conduct of that philosoph.er~ In it his appearance, bis 

dress, his words, and his motions, are carefully recorded by his aifectionate pupils. It 

may be curious to transcribe a few sentences, taken indiscriminately {rom the Lun 
• 

Gnee. 

Confucius, in the.. Lun Gnee, is usually called Chee~ that being bis own name; Koong, 
is that of b~ father; and F/wo, or Hoo, means great, cMy, or. ieacher. Thus Koong, 
f/wo, Chee, becomes 'Confucius in our western languages., f' 

,." Che~ says, learn and continually practise'; ~is it not c'lelighttull 

< fl Set the highest value on faithfulness and sincerity • 

. " H,!e rio friend unlike yourself. ,'< 

: _ " Transgressing, you should not fear to. ~turn. ' 

I( Ch~ng-Chee says, carefully honour the deceased, imitate the a.ncients; the attach. 

" ment of the )If;ople will then be great. 
4, Chee says. of governing with equity, tha, it resembles the north star, which is:fix:' 

cc ed, and all the stars surround it. 

~ "Chee says, in- governil'lg by-legal; coer~ibD, in restraining by, punishment, 'the 

.(1 people are preserved (rom open rice; bu~ without ingenuous shame.t ' 

If Govern the peopId with cI"mency, ; ruk 'With equity and reason: feeling ashamed, . 
cI the vicious may return to virtue. 
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the original Chinese, with an English translatioDt by l\fr Marsh .. 
man, who, without assistance or patronaget has laboured and sua-_ 
ceeded in the study of the Chinese language, and in teaching i, 
to his children, so as to enable them to speak and write it correct~ 
ly at a very early age. To the Lun Gnee l\Ir 1\Iarshman has pre-

II Chee says, ob~erve what a man does. Observe whence his actions proceed. O~ 

" serve carefully his recreations. How can a man remain concealed 1 

" Chee says, it is wAitten in the See, respecting filial piety! Only final piety and 

" affection to brethren are practised in ruling. These, indeed, constitute government. 

tt Do not these virtues constitute the real magistrate l 

" To behold virtue, without imitation, is Qf DO value. 

n Chee'saysf devoid of a virtuous principle, how can a man observe propriety' De-
(f void of a virtu.ous punciple, how can a man talSte happiness 1 " 

Ct Reason, in the heigLt of joy, teaches moderation. When in a state of mourning, i, 
I' dictates proper sorrow. 

" Of thing" which are COIUpleted speak not; cOQcerning things which are done ad. 

" vise not; past things do not blame. 

" Cbee says, the father's and the mother's age the son is unable to {orget: at one 

" time he is filled with pJeasure, at another with fear 

II Chee says, I have not yet seen a gteat mind. SOll1e one replying, said SWI CA/,ung • 
" Chee says, Chhung indeed! He i.! a slave to his desires; how does he pUllsesl an 

" enlarged mind? 

II Chee says, knowledge produces pleasure clear as water; complete \Tirtue, bappi

" Dess solid as a mountam ; knowledge pervudes all thlDgs; virtue is trauquil and 

It heppy; knowledge i$ delight; virtue is long life. 

" Chee says, firnll, fill your mind in the path of virtue. Constantl, advance in vi ... 

,. luous habit$. Acqui!illt yourself with petfect virtue. Be attentive to outward ae· 

If complishments. 

''', Chee says, in the middle tbe exa(:t point consists rectitude; to arrive at Lhia, is the 

(( great object; among,Qlea how few long remain there. 

~ 'c Wit~out vll'\ue~ l"ic:hea and honour seem Iik~ the passing doud." , 
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·fixed a dissertittiou' on the language, which appears to me so curi .. 
ous and interesting, that I cannot resist making an abstract of it. 

The t\vo hundred and fourteen elementary characters of the 
Chinese consist of strong, linear, and angular strokes, which ad vance 
in number froni one to fifty two; both the round and oval forms 
are' excluded. These include the most remarkable objects of Da .. 

ture,as the su"n,llloon, and earth; the principal partsofa bouse, as 
roof, door; the utensils for daily purposes, as knife, spoon; do
mestic animals, grain; pulse, and the primary relations, as father, 
mother, s~n, daughter. There are among these likewise, charac
ters fot the soul, arid fo~ artJcles of worship, for ships, and for 
weapons; a few also are expressive of qualities, as great, good, 
dark,. white, high, long.. A few actions are expressed by primary 
characters, as to. run, to walk, to stop, to lead, to arrive. The 
other chal"acters in the language are formed. by the union of two 
or more significant characters, in order to express a. third idea; 
thus, tqn, to fear, is formed of three symbols; su.m, the heart, sin, 

trembling, and pee, empty,-an admirable hjyroglyphic for fear. 
Bu~ it 1s. singular that; with the power of forming such combina
tions in writing, the Chinese should never have thought of using the 
signs as--syllaOfes, and~pronouncing them,; instead of which, they 

.... _- ------ ~ 

invent a new monosyllable, oRen-differing from one with a mean .... 
ing diametrically opposite only in the intonation, for every new 
combination of. characters. I can therefore understand, what I 
have .hitherto regarded as, a kind of miracle, that th~ most accom-. 
plished'scholar might pass, his wbole life in the study of the Chi
nese, and yet not be acquainted with all the characters; it is as. 
if a learned European should consult alex~con for a'word, though
he knows the letters, with this difference, that the European pro-. 
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nounces the word he does not understand; while the Chinese un. 
derstands the symbols, but cannot pronounce the . word. 

The Chinese have no sound:comprehendingthe letten R; B. G, 
or D, and there are only twelve final souRds which are either 
vowels or nasals. Respecting the grammar, i,t appears very 

simple; all the words are indeclineable ; number is expressed by 
a numerical adjective; gender is constituted by the nature of the 

oqject spoken of, though they sometimes talk of a male man, and 
afemale man. A few prepositive characters.mark the cases, and 

the adjectives have neither number, case, nor gender.. The com

parative degree is expressed by kno, to pass' beyond, and there is 
scarcely a trace of the superlative. The pronouns are of all num
bers, and of all genders. The modes of verb~ are expressed with 
tolerable accuracy, by auxiliary characters. ' The past· tense is 
usually detennined by its connection :with ~he xest of the sentence, 
but is sometimes ex pressed' by a particular character;· and the 

futures by different auxiliaries'; the substantive ,vf;1fb is imperfect. 

The charac~rs of the Chinese seem to fQrm· the intermediate step 
between hieroglyphio and alphabetical writing; but I cannot per
suadc·myseltj 'as. Mr l\larshman."seem~ to .have done, that theyare 
b~ter adapted for general intercourse' than .thc.Jatter. '. Do nat 
imagine toat J intend' to become a 'pupil-6f ~ Mr; Marshman's, ,for' 
though I admire many of,ihc;w;,xilns of the.: great Chinese sage, I 
Hardly.thiukit wbuld be worth while'to take much pains to_ become 
more intiInately acquainted with a :people.Whose.moraJitYl consists. 

in ceremon y ,~,v hose! wisdOIll. is nnesse,--;-apd : ~ hose ar.tS. arid .lite-. 
rature iiavelb.een at a'sbuid these lhotiSalldlyears .. A,v~ry.curioua' 
pi~ture QfJthe- private, life. of tb:e.Chinese -is £ontained in a ,little DD-t 

vel,! palled.; I!an Kron Choan,.Qf the pleasing ~istorj, publishedm 
English in 1761,1 forget by whom. It was lent me by my friend 
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Dr LeYden f, : who assures me it is:gehuine. It contains the ad .. 
venlures of the l'air Shuey.Ping-Sing, and her different strata .. 
gems to escape from an unworthy lover, which of course succeed, 

and she is married to the hero of the piece, the 'whole being con .. 

dueted without one 'Word' of sentiment, but abundance of pro. 
priety and finesse. 

,]-1. ltl. s. FOX1 Kedgeree, Dec. 26, 1810 • .,.,....1 embarked' at Cal"'! 
, , 

cutta on the iSd, .on "board a· pilot's schooner, which should have 
.proceeded imm~diatel'y to' this place; but by som~ accident we 
were detained· till the' next' ,day opposite to FQtt~ William, and 

had ftillieisure to 'admire it, as the:setting sun gilded its long lines 
and the white barr-clcks within. Nothing can be more beautiful 
than both 'the outside and inside of Foit .. William. The barracks 
nre 'aU very handsome buildings, apd the trees in, the different 

squares m~ke ,the: whole delightfully ~ool. There are no private 

houses' withm the fort, and the public-buildings seenl all i~ excel., 
lent order. I was particularly pleased with the foundery and 

the -machine ftlr bOring: guns, 'which I hact never ~een befqre. 

Tr" .7f is ~ private doCk-lard neady ,opPQ~it~ to' lf9tt-William, 

and.another a niile~below it" Qn,the,~ame side, of ,tl)e Aver. On 
~ ~, , ,r 

losing sight of. Calcutta,. I :Cquld' not I help; l'eg~ttjpg,. some very 

kind friends, land· many agreeabl(t_~acquainl~G~ :.1 h~d maqe 

during hiy stay,there,; but 1.hopeJn ,Britain tQ xeue:w PlY i,nter-

t .. D~' Leyden f~U'~ victim to the climate'e>f Java, where he died,soo~ ,after the te. 

duetion'of'thatislaDd m'tSU. No. pusou .. ha<Lever c:JUried d;l~it, ~~~arc¥e, so far 
?lith respe~t ~ the nrious diilI~ts ,qf ~~slia. ~d: ~eir ,onnec~o~, ~~~ e~cl. oth~. 
lA him 'j)fiel1t,1Iearpwgl1o~tC?~e of ~~r bfi~hte~t Ofl,lawentB. 

t} 
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course with some lof them, 'to whom it must be. agreeable. as j~ 
will remind them of their owO' kindness, to ,a stranger. , 
, Kedgeree is about half way bet\veen Calcutta and Sangor, 
where the Hoogly widens to a ,bason, which, . .forms the, h~rbour. 
fIere is a bazar and village. where a Company's naval offi~r, is 
stationed, who makes a daily report to government pf the ,ships 
arri\1ing in and sailing out of the river. It is not uncommon for 
ships to lie here a long time in the, rainy season, when ,the ,ti~es 

are not strong enough to influence the river agaiJ,lst the Jresht.s 
or floods occasioned. by the'rains. Men-of-war :seldom ;go,highcr 

'Up the river~ unless for repair~ A :little farther tp~v:a:rds the 
mouth of the river is Diamond-harbour., an unhealthy Sf.<"ltion, 
and which has none of the conveni~nces of. . Kedgeree. ' But ,the 

tide is turned".~he wind fair, and th.e.an,chQf up~, and I ,ml.\s~, go 
on deck and walk to warm myself, for die north :winds ar~ still 

so strong as to make it disagreeably cold" on the water" ~y~n, at 
mid .. day. ' 

J all,. 5, 'at Sea.-We were near enough to. Madras -o.n th~ :lOth 
of December to see ships in, the Toads, which must ,be pa~ ;QJ the 
fleet returned' from' the Mauritius~pwhere ~ they had. pot, onlI to 

take possession of the island, so long the r~treat.Qf the plunderers 
of our Indian fleets~ but to avenge the 1.0S5, of ,our . frigat~s, and: 
officers and men, at the Isle :de ~asse. But it" car:ne on to blow: 
so bard, that we found it impossible to approach the roads, and 

accordingly stood out to sea, with a,consip.erp..~I~.le~k i~ ou~; ship, 
and her foremast so· frail, that we ,were 'afraid tQ .set muchis~il on 
it. However; 'after 'some ,days· of most ,uncomfortable :pitchiug 
and rolling, we are 'again approaching our port.' \ Tbose J who 
:spend their life on shore, can have no idea of the activity, ;cou-

• (j 
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r~ge, and pres'ence of mind every day displayed on board ship: 

there is DO moment in which.the seriousness of business relaxes, 

because there is DC) moment in which, self-preservation does not 

require exertion. 'Vben bad ,weather co~es on, when gales arc 
blowing, and seas running 'which threaten, destruction to the ves

sel, the skilful mariner forgets the danger,. and only sees the way 
to secure his. ship; his word seems like fate; the slightest altera

tion in the setting of a sail, a single turn of the wheel, seems to 

baffle the ~torm, and to lay all quiet around. 
The weather is now moderate"and I trust that the last gale of 

.the stormy monsoon is over for this year. 'Ve shall probably 

land.ta-morrow, which will be at least a month earlier than any 

merchant .. ship 'will reach l\Iadras froln Bengal., 

l.Iadras, Jan. 12, 1811.~On arriving here on the sixth of this 
nl0nth j I found,_ with the account ·of the surrender of the I~Ie of 

France, a summons to return. to England by the first opportu~ 
nity; and I shall employ the interval in a visit to the ancient 

and· curious townJo£,llahabal1ipooram, coti:m:only known to Eu
ropeansllby-the 'name' ofi the 'Seven Pagodas, for which place I 
mean",to set'otf'to-night 'at nine o~clock, so that we shall arrive .. 
there by sunrise,. as· tl?e distance is only thirty-six.-miles. 

Jlal'(lballipooram, Jan. 13.-We arrived here at seven ~<;lock 
this morning, having rested our Bhois at Tripatoor, where there 
is a large and ;very sacred pagoda, and a handsome chQultry, nei-

·ther of which I saw, as 'it was midnight- when we stopped there. 
I am told-that, in digging for _wells :at Tripatoor, beds of shells 

have been discovered at a great depth below: the level of the sea. 
,1 slept the greatest part of the way,!Uld at day .. light arrived in a 
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~at uninteresting country.. ,\Ve soon entered a little woodttwhich 
,brought us to the rocks of ~Iahaballipooram, .after crossing a lit
tle river, or rather branch of the sea, one mouth of which is at 

Covelong~ five miles from ?tfadras, and the other near Sadrass, 

"So that the spa.ce, between is insulated, but the water is always 

fordable. On our arrival here we found our-tents pitched about 

half a mile frotn the village, on a little sandy promontory, termi

'bated by a curious ruined pagoda, where we enjoy the sea ... brceze in 

perfection. I found here a Bramin named Sreenavas!ie, a servant 

of Lieritenant ... Colonel Colin l\fackenzie (whose antiquarian re

'searches are so weU known,)r with a note from ,that gentleman, 
who had previously furnished me with a plan o( the village, beg

ging me to make use of the Bramin 'as a !guide. Sreenavassie be

ing' a Vistoo Bralnin, to which sec_t all those of l\1:ahaballipoo

,:am belong, Was 'of the greatest use in prO?uring information on 

the spot; and -having attended his .master' on several ex}?ed.itions 

to this village; he 'Was the best guide I could ,have had Ito .all, thq,t 
is wbtthy of remark ~Il 'the neighbourhood-. ,. 
, Aftet bteakfQ.st I \vent to' examine the ruined. temple. which, 

ancient ~i1d dilapidated as .it 1.s, -appears to have been fonned. 'of 

'the fragments 'of ~till ,older buildings. ,It is; said 'by the Bramins 

to have been dedicated ~o Vishnu N;urayn. aod to"have _been 
destroyed during the religious quarrels between the followers of 

Visbnu 'and Siva, 'when the Stala -Plltanas 'were. thrown into" the 
'Sea by the 'Saivas. . .A giganti~ statue of Vishnu N arrayn lies ~e
.gleetw'ttl'one corner 'of.: the Viranda' 6f .the. '~emple, in the two 

-Chambers ~t5f whicb'there i~rc j square tablets lt',witlt figures in higb 
'rener, representing Si'ftU 'and Far:vati seated, with bigh.. caps~ .and 
'Brahma~alld VisltlIu'in'lhe'~ck-ground. The,chamber next the 
'se~ has,jtIie. remainibfaIgigantic:sydtbol n£~aba. Deo, of ~black 

~I 
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poli~h~ $ton~l sa' tliatt to' ~hatever deity the pagoda was origi. 
nally dedicated; the ,.worshiPpers- of Siva must have possessed it 
for a time. 
, There is a tradition,.1.hat a.1arge.city, and five magnificent pa. 

godas, have been ~wallo,ved up at, this place by the sea; the ru
ined temple. I have nlentioned, and one still entire in the villag~ 

making the seven pagadas!whence the place had its name. The 

pi~~ar for illnn1inating on festivals, and the eastern steps of the 

~emple, ~. nearly covered when the tide is high; a remarkable 

fragment .,of rock, hollowed near t~e top, and having in the niche 
;t.1igure,: is now !lnly ~ccessible at low w.ater; and, about two 

years ~go, Colonel Mackenzie, discovered in the sand of the 

beach, twa miles north,from 1\Iahvel1ipoor·, a numbet of coins, 
beads, .bracelets, and ,oilier .articles of that kind, which induced 

hiro to ,b~ieve that there bad heeIi a. manufactory of these articles 

at .that.place~ and 'probably:a mint~ Some t~oins found in this 

,neighhQurhood <appear to he ,Ro~an" but the legends have not, I 
think7 in,~~y instanc«!,t'hectn sufficiently perfect to belegible. .se
veral copper plates. have ~eeri.dug .op,. ,on" :which are inscribed 
grants, of land JoX'. the: Ilplintenance qf the ,temples; being dated 

above a ;thuU8ai)d ;years ago,..and, referring td the sculptured .rocks 

of 'Mahvellipoor~l as ,being. tnell. '$(\ and~nt" .that. history gave 'DO 
accopnt 'Of their origin~ 
, ,finding that I .can rem~, .here 'pn]y ·tnree da.ts,. I braved th~ 
lte~t 'of the. sun, .and at ;two d clock I.walked ta ,the ,trilIage, where 
~ome ,6f;the most ;curious ,rocks, are $ituaied'... (In' passing, .I stop

ped to.1ook,at1he .. temple: d.etlicatecl ~o"Vishnu '{nere.:ef.lllc.d V~ 
toft,} ,an .ele~( buil~ing, JrighIy .ornamented .without. but: 'I. was 
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not permitted- to enter. Immediately .in· .front ,of the' pagoda 
stands an unfinished building~ called a .Goparum. ,It: is a gate
way ,whicb, like many others in this part of the country, is' unfinish. 
ed; they are said to hav.e' been begun hy the Rajah ·Dhurma, and 
are therefore cal1edRoyul Goparums. There·, are two "at this place; 
the ornaments of which are delicately'carved. arid faD~ied ivith 
surprising taste and 1ightness ~ one is on the lQpt of ,a hill'~bc1iind 
the temple, and not connected with. it ;. the. other is. before the -pit., 
gada, and belongs to it: its beauty is now incr~ascd: by its) ~ing 
partia,Uy covered with the. peepil, which; though it often :gro\Vs to 

the size of the banian, sometimes creeps"al).d atlaches: itself like 
ivy. Through the gop arum, ,as through an. arch of' triumph,; tht: 

. :figures of the deities are brought on days, of festivalsf and placed 
in the JjJuntapom or open temple,. !o.receive :the adoration:of the 
people, who are t:lol permitted to,enter the ~reat.te.mple, and; wlio 
have.no opportunity of beholding. their: deity., but those-ft;trnished 
by his public appearance, on- great:occasioos,. 'fhe muntapom at, 
.Mahvellip90r, .is, placed bt:fore, the goparum';. it"iSi S\1ppotted. by 
four slender and. curiously wrought pillars, each' consisting of a 
single ~tone, ~he shaft being about twenty .. five· feet. On these C(}.o 

lumns. rests ,a. small 401ne covered with; cat:ved work:; ,and by 
way, .of basemelnt to the pillars; are fonr flights of fOUf. steps, the 
sides of which are wrought to look like wheel,S,. whence the muo .. 
tapOln is someLinles called. a god-carriage •. , Near the temple is a 
large and handl$ome choultry; a.nd around' are the houses ofille 
Bra~ins, of w~om there are still upw:ards; of ;four ·hundred. in, 
.thiti village. BeYQnd the. pagoda t to the wes~ward, i~ the first 

) 

sculptured rocI{; it is a cave or grotto: supported by several not 
inelegant pillars, and 9U the walls is represented one of the ad
ventures of Christna" the eighth awatar ,of, Vis~nu. He is repre-
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sented as I SupPQtting 'on the tip ,or his little finger the mountain 
Goverd~haua·;.to :protcct his lv.orshippers :ftGnl the wrath of Intlea, 

.who is showering down tstoqes upo,n them, their flocks, and their 

herds.; T~is, group, especially the cattle,' is executed with con-

6iderable.spirit. ",AdJoining to this are the ,other caverns unfinish ... 
.ed; and beyond them" about, a stoneJs throw~ there is a In05t ex

traordinary group. The face of a large rock is carved into above 

a hundred figures of men and ,anilllals, mostly of the natural, size, 

though ~Qmt:} arc m~)(~h larger~ and some. rather smaller, tepresent

ing tbe.rapass oJ;Atjoon.j o\"'sacr~d austerities practised by that 

h~ro, in 9rder ,to ,obt;tin, from'Vishnu a, celestial weapon, which 

was to give him 'P.0wer pver all hi~ enemies., H~ is hen~ seen per

forming his ~apass;> stnQding on'the tip ,of his, gre.at toe, wjtli his 

hanqs above .his \ bead,- ;llld ,his eyes ,ang face'turneq upwards'; at 

his .right· hand .stands Vishnu, four-armed, and between them a 

dW:ilrt: "The rest, o.f the .figures to r the right and left appe~r in 

postur~s of, adQration;' ~mong them, are birqSt ,monkeyslY lions, 

elephants, 3ll"d figures partly human, with 'the l~gs of heasts; and 

lrings at the hips.t. ' 

~he five ~t1S pf: Pandoo . (a king pf India, of the Chaudra Vum .. 
shum,or moon-race,) having lost at play, to their cousin Duryodunl, 

; 

their whole dominions, and being obliged to retire to the forests and 

wild solitudes fqr t~e spac,e ,of(Welve~ears"they departed lvith their 
consort ,Dr~wputty,.led by the:, ~ldest brotijer the Rajah Dhurm, 

followed. by a troop ofBraQlins and -otheI; hgly mep., After anum, .. 
't. ~ ~. , 

per .. of strange' vicissitudes and sU~l>risi,ng adventuI:es in.. the fo-

rests, Dhurm appears; to ha.ve:di$covei:ed .that they C9uId never 

;. See Appendix, for the legend of Aljoon from, the Maha Barut. 
j 

t ~ee the Plate of the Tapas, Of.~tiOOIl., 
1.. ,~ , '" 
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regain their kingdom, unless possessed of th~ Pantuputt Astrum, 
(a dh'ine weapon,) and he made choice of his brother, the hero 
Aljoon, on account of his superior prudence and virtue, to ob
tain it. Arjoon accordingly set out, and, after displaying his 

courage in several encounters, he reached the mountain of India 

Keiladree, or the illusions of India. There be performed ,vor· 

ship in the three ways; llIan£l.; proceeding from the heart in silence; 

17 auk, offeI ed by speech; and Neyama, assisted by cerenlonies 

and purificalions: he then commenced his tapass; -during the first 

month of which he eat once in four days, during the second once 

in seven days, during the third once in a fortnight, and in the fourth 

he lived on the air as his food. This intense piety so interested 

Vishnu, that he resolved to gratify the hero's wishes; but he 1irst 
tried his prowess and courage, by. appearing as a' hostile king; and 

having forced him to exhaust his weapol?s, he wreStled' with him 

till they both fell. Satisfied with the' hero, Vishnu no longei 

withheld the heavenly arrow, and. immediately all the bosts of 

the skies, and every living animal, came aod -did :homage to 'him, 

and the gods of the eight quarters, each presented him, with a di

vine weapon, with which he retwned ,to- -his brother, the Rajah 

Dhurma. 

Jan. :14, l81l.-Yestetday eVening, attPIlipanied bi ,Sreena;. 

vassie, 'W6 left our tents to explore the. rocks· beyond that of the 
!fnpass. After leaving the sandy tract -whefetwe 'are -encamped, 

we went to the vil1age through' part ,of u 'snialf picturesque }u~gle. 
On the'right orthe roan.-is '& 'littlEf,Iiatural' take,: into- which the 

trees and bushes spread themselves, making a thousand varieties 

in the banks,. which are overhung' 'With ,the peculiar beauties of 

eastern fields, and a smail clump' of low plants~ from among 
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'which an old twisted aate tree rises, forms a little island near the 

centre of the lake. A little farther on, to the left, is a large tank, 

the walls of which are just enougll decay.ed to have become pic

turesque. A ruined muntapOlu stands in the middle, and on its 
banks several buildings of the same kiild,. some partialJy hid by 

the trees, and others boldly projecting, with their verdant crowns 

of peepil or 'euphorbia. These objects, lighted up by the setting 
sun, with groups of natives bathing, and cattle grazing on the 

edge of the tank as we went by, made an enchanting picture. 

Having passed the Tapass of AIjoon, we came to< an entire tenl
pIe cut out of a mass of solid rock. It is at least thirty feet high; 

but the accompanying sketch will give a better idea of it than 

any description can do. It is called the Teer ~ of Aljoon. It is 

now occupied by a b1ack sLone statue of Ganesa, called on this 

coast Pollear. A little farther on, in 'a eleft which separates the 

great rock fronl another; there is a smaJl,~ave or muntapom, with

in which Vishnu, in' the Varaha awa~r, is represented of a size a 

little larger than the humali stature .. ;Ther~ .. ar~ a number of th(:,~e 
small caves in the rocks, all of which I propose to' visit, if not 

'prevented by the jungle, which grows over the mouths- of many 

ofth~m. in the, course of. our walk ~e saw a'large round cis

,tern, which' some 'of <the Bramins say 'was< used by Drawputty, 

the wife of Dhuflna, . to hold her 'tyre, (a dish of milk, sdnr al1d 
curdled,) ~hile she lived in"the forests; oLhers.call it the creaO,l-pqt 

of Krishna, and ,point out a huge round fragment of' tock which 

stands on the slope of a 'steep hill, ·as 'the butter-ball of the sanIC 

deity ... · On ~hetop'oftlie rock, .whose face represents the'tapass of 

Arjoon, we found a StOD6 couch, with ai lion for a' pillo~\', called 
\ 

. . 
• ,Tee!, a place of religiQus retirement. . , , 

X 
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the Rajah Dhurma's lion-throne; close to it is a fine reservoir o~ 
bath, beside which a,handsome figure lay on the. ground, which 

we set up ; and not far from thence is one of the royal goparums, 

designed with great .elegance. By the time we had sufficiently 

examined these curious ohjects, the sun had set, and the short twi
light of the country but just permitted us to reach our tents be

fore dark, when I was so fatigued, that instead of rising this mor
ning, as I intended, at daybreak f it was seven o.cIock before I 

joined Sreenuvussic to go to see some models of temples here cal .. 
led Tutts, two nliles to the south of the village. , ' . 

These curious nlOdels stand in a grove of pa]myras, and 'are 

partly covered with sand. They. give one the idea of beautiful 

slnall buildings; hut on going close to them, one pc~ceive's that 

they are each of a single l block of pale. granite. The most north .. 

ern, which is that nearest to ~lahveIli poor, js very plain, square, 

and hollowed; it is: supposed by Colonel Mackenzie to .have 

been 3. temple. to Kali; it is ten feet and three, quarters long, 

and seventeen feet high. The· next is likewise square, hut very 
much ornamented with figures and imitations of pinnacles. land 

windows; it is t.wenty-six feet two inches long, and twenty-five 
and a h~tlf feet high. The third is.theJargest.; in the.lower.,part 

are virandas 'found three .sides,;; the whole . .is ,cracked through, 

,B,nd a .large fragment of tbe front is broken off.;· Tradition says 
.that this fracture was, occasioned by lightning sent' by the gods, 

to:,pro:ve their :cxistenc,e, to an ,unbelieving klng." ,The length 
,of this rutt.is forty-seven feet, and its, height ,twenty.five and a 

,half. The fourth model is treble~storied, adorned ,with galleries 
and figures, terminated with, a dome, and: is, altogether, a most 

finished work. It is twenty-seven feet long, and thirty-six feet 

high. 'V e asc~nded, to the first gallery by 'a ladder, to examine 
8 
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the Dbl'\11<CS which the ornaments on the outside of the gal1el:Y 

prevented our seeing 'from below. They represent the different 

lIindoo 'deities, but particulqrly Vishnu in his sereral awatars. 

}'rom this gallery there ate steps to ascend to the others, wl~ch 

are in the same stile as the first. On the ground-slory there is 

one of the· figures cnJled' FiraJ, which I first saw at EJevhauta. 
These four rutts are in a line from north to 'SO-'ltth j the tif},h i~ a lit-, 

i __ -. "'-.... 

de to the westward; it is sbaped like a horsc-sh~ and is I think 
the Illost elegant of the w bole; '-on tlle'ilat end it' has a portico; 
it is wrought 'with a double row of pretty 'pil~sters, and has three 

stories 'besides' the roof~ which is rounded. Immediately opposite 

the small rutt,'or temple of Kali, is the figure of a huge lion, 5ix ft:>~-.:t 

and three quarters long; ,his head is six feet and a half froill the 

~and, in which he is" buried to the middle of his legs. I t is curi

ous'lhat, in a COWltry where it is often denied that any lions ever 

existed, the most ancient sculptures should abound with them, 

and that the name should be fanlili.ar in all Lhe legends and his

tories. Behind tho lion is a large elephant; ·and nearly buried in 
" the sand there'is a· Nundi." On some of the temples there are 

inscriptions ill'a character'~therto nol decyphered by Europeans, 

and which is probably the ·same . wit.h that at Carli and KenaI':!, 
. . . 

having, as nearly as I can l:emember, the same appearance. Colo .. 

nelAlackcuzie has found a,lnan'who reads it.so as to pronounce 

the sounds, but. h~ does not understand the language tbey,expreg.c:;. 

These ~ingular InOIluments appear never. to have been finished, 

being &'Un'oundcd ,by ~l'agments of stone which seem as if newly 
cllipped off the sculp~ure5.' The view of these objects, together 

:with the l()nelines~ of t~e place, the depth of the sands, and the 

di5tant roarings of the ocean, dispose the Inind to rncditate con

-cerniug ~he short duration o{ the monuments' of: human pride. 
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History is altogether, and fable almost silent, as to the authors 

of these works of taste and magnificence; they arc forgotten, and 

dIe memory of the ;lrts which they practised has perished with 

them. The monuments they have left noW' adorn a desen, which 

Nature, as if in scorn of man, seems to pride herself in ! de<;king 

with gay colours, and fresh smells of every, deligbtful shrub and 

flower, whose Author can never be mistaken. 

After breakfast I returned to the five rutts or radums, of which 
l mado a sketch, and then visited three others in,a pictur~quc 

spot, about .two miles to the 'Westward" which are 'in .the same 

stile with the five great lnodels, though they are not like anyone 

of them, nor do they resenlble each other. I fou~d walking in. 
the sand ~n the mid-day sun so very fatiguing, that on my return 

.liOillc-r;~as obliged to lie down, and. slept till dinner-time', ,after 

which I again went to the rocks, where I fouQQ a Igroup similar 
to the tapass blocked out, but ,none of the figures nearly finished. 

excepting those of Arjoon and Vjshnu. Farther :on, there are, a 
number of small caves or muntapoms, and on the.top of the rock 

there is.a large fragment, ,bearing the marks of, the chissel, and 

seeming to have been intended for a teer. In a rocky g1en" full 

of low shrubs, we found a highly.finished muntapom, containing 

two remarkable pieces of sculpture. The first represents Vishnu 

Narrayn, sleeping on the serpent Shesha; two figures at his ~feet 

are called by the Bramins, Repentance driving away the angel 

of death, and, three kneeling figurt?s below are called the good, 

by whose prayers punishment, in the ,shape of two little imps 
above, is 'avertedi The other grou'p rep~esents ,Doorga, here 

called, Maha l\Iordanee. In her .character of active, virtue, she js' 

employing all her. celestial weapons against 1\1aissassoor, the buf., 

falo-h.caded demon of. vice, who' is arnied with a clubJ She is 
I 
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eight.handepf and, riding on, a, lion. Each of. th,e. cQmpal;tm~nts 

c~n~jning these ligures is fQurteen feet .and a half ~n .length, and 
seven feet in ~ejght. Di~ecily above the muntapOlU there is an 

ancient telDple dedicated to Gariesa.l Sreen~vas'sie told me, that 

it had on~e been consect;ated to, l\laha, ~Deo. but that in the wars 

betweep tqe Saivas and the foU9wers of Vishnu, the idol ha~ 

been thrown down ~nto tqe jungle below. 'Vith some difficulty 

I climbe~ the rock on which. this temple ~tands. but was disap

pointed, for tQe steps being demolished, 1 could only: walk rOlUld 

the building, and, the footing' round it so narrow and slippery, 

that I more t~an:,o~ce ~xpected tOI fall; however, the beauty of 

th~ . prospect .repaid my labour.. Th~ village, with its houses, 

gar,dens, and ten;tples, lay between me and the sea; on the other 

side a rui~ed temple on :the ~ummit of a Hill in the fotc-ground 

gaye a 'greater, di~tance to the plain, with its little riyer, and the 

w~stem mountains me1ting in the haze of the setting sun; and 
over my head the branches of the ~uphorbia, which crowns Ga
'nesa's tcrnple, projected in rude :angles, frotn . which the many

coloured convolvolus floated in garlallds, 'waving with the sea .. 

breeze. 

~an~ 15!-Early this mot:ning I left: the t~ents to walk to a rock 
which I was told wa~ onlYlwo ,luiles off, but I found it pearer 

four.. rhe ~vay is .~~ary and desolate, not a shrub nor.a tree" 
,nor even ~ large stone, to' rest the eye upon; nothing but deep 
'sand, 'wi~h here ,and,there a few patches ,of. thick",:leav~ pl~nts, 
. and~ the, sun beati~g with, vjolenc;e on the shQre" 'Yh.en I arrtr-

e4 at the spot.I. wishe~: ~o, vjsit, I ionn,d a' few stunted .Palptyra 
trees, ,and .~:w,o Jarge fragments of rock,. one of which, is, ~o tall 

. and :Darrow, 4 tb~.t ,it ~eems ~hre".teping ~o r fall; , . anq th~ .QtQer •. 
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about a stonels throw from it, is carved in a grotesque manner. 
It is twenty-eight feet long, and twelve high. and is cracked through 
unequally. On the largest portion there are nine heads of animals, 

disposed in an arch; the three in the centre are full-faced, the 
three on each side in profile; they are called lions head'], but 

,- ha'Ve 'horns and tusks. Under the arch are three empty niches; 

that in the middle is the largest, and is supported by two gro. 
tesque animals and two d Waifs. The small division of the stone 

is fancifully decorated with two square niches, in, each ot which 

is a sitting figure, and the head and neck of a horse, a great part 
of which is buried in the sand. I' was really fatigued with the 

length and heat of Illy walk, having neglected to carry even an 

umbrella; but some of the party at the tents sent a tanjon or open 

chair, carried like a palankeen, to_ meet me, and I got' intoT it 
about a mile and a half frOIll the 'rock, and slept most ~omf~tt .. 

ably till breakfast; after which I again set out to see the temple 

of Varaha. It is one of the caverns whose frontl is walled up, 
and now used us a'temple; it is said to contai,n ~ figure of Va
raha coloured gree11, an unusual circuInstaqce, for one of Vish .. 
nu's names is derived from his blue colour. 'Contrary to my usual 

experi~nce, I found that even bribes w~uld not induce the Bra

mins to allow me to go into the tcmple4 It is now partly kept 
up by an annual donation from tpe COInpany, ,yhich" however, 

is far froIn being an eq uivalent for the la:nds formerly set apart 

for ~he.maintCtiance of ~be r~ligious establishments of l\Iahve111-
po6r., On the side of the te.mple there is a 'very large slab .. con
to'ini,ng an inscription in' old l\Ialabars', 'of which Colonell\Iac

kenzie 'has ,obtained' an accurate copy, as' wen as of some in the 

:yillage"which cost,hinr cpnsiderable pains. ~ lie ,obserVed in thct 

,walls' of the large village pagoda several s;tQnes '~t'-a distance from 
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oneanother.inscrihed with chara:cte~, which, placed as they were, 

had no meaning; however, he caused them to be copied, and joining 

the )vhole ,together, found they made one intelligible inscription, 

which had been on the wall of some more ancient structure than' 

that of which (hey DOW fonn a part. It is curious that, in the 
court of this temple to Vishnu, there is a rude altar to Siva, 
on which I found some withe~ed leaves and flowers, with a cocoa

Dut and someliines. Re.turning from Varaha's cave, I saw smoke 

issuing from a..'muntapom, which.! had Dot before obsetved, and 

on going to it I found it occupied by some poor people, more 

,than ordinarily timid; they 'vere of small stature, and nearly na

ked, .sitting round a fire cooking. Sreenavassie declined going 

near them, assuri(lg me they were of too Iowa taste to be approach-. . 
ed. I.found they wereiwood .. cutters, who only go into to~ns.and 
Nillages, to. sell wood and to bUy rice; they inhabit the jungles, 

Ih-ing under.trees, or, in the hollolV$ of rocks~ 'SO' that the deserted 

caves pf 1\Iahvellipoor are ~pal~ces to th~m. 
. The~ is.a tradi~Qn ,that, ,dpring a grievou~jamine, one of the 

kings of India residing at his capital, the ·ancient and famous city 
of ~Iahaballipooram, which is now swallowed up by the sea, re

.ceiv.ed certain artifiCers from the north~n countries, with their 
wives and families, and, eng~ged tQ feed ,the~, . PU condition that 
they employed their talent of ~utting and hewing stone to beau. 

tlfy his capital; and they accordingly began to form the rocks , 
into, ~emples and:grottpes,,!-tnd to build pa'goda$" gQpatums,' and 
Illuntapoms, ~ l>ut , the fa~ntfCeasing, ,theY,returned to their own 
country, and l~ft their work unfinisped.; It i$.remarkable that:the 

head-dr~ss .of the gods and principal 'persons, rept:esented ,in the 
sCtilptured.rocks·at ihis place, bave not the smallest likeness to , 

any used in this part of Indi!l, but they extremely resemble those 
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of the countries bordering upon Tartary, and diose represented in 
the cave of Elephanta. The figures of the Branrins and pilgrims 
are precisely those seen every day at prcsentt from which attc!n';' 
lion to truth. in some particulars, it is probable that 'they 'have 
been equally exact with regard to others, and 'have copied ill ,both 
instances frolll the lite. 

I am sorry to observe, that the l\fadras government luis let the 
rocks of l\Iahvellipoor by way of stone quarries, and that they ure 

digging the stone so near somo of' the best ,executed caves, as to 
threaten them with destruction, while they leave untouched much 

stone of the same kind in the neighhourhood of'ihe village. 
But it is time to think of our journey back, to ~Iadras, which I 

I 

regret the lll0t:e, as there are many curious things I have not yet 
-~'*l,- and--figurea lying in every field. It is worthy of remark, 
that all the buildings and monuments are' ,.consecrated to Vishnu 

in this place, and that of all his awatars Crilshna is that in which 
he is most honoured, while, on the other side, of the' peninsula, 
and in the mountainous diStricts, the worship of Siva prevails. 
It is generally believed that the 'religion' of Siva is more ancient 
than that of Vishnu, which appears to have been in~odriced 'after 
a long series of wars, when- the hi])y countries served as a retreat 

to the ancient gods, while those comparatively modern were esta
blished in the plains. 

llfadras, ~eb,. 1.-1 have 'been 'highly gTatified with th~ sight of 

Colonel ~lackenzie's 'collection'ot' Hindoo antiques, and dra\vings 

olllnost of'the temples in tlll~' part of India.. He permitted me La 

copy: SOIne sketches of ancient l
, HiudoO' tombs, 'called by the na-. 

'trv~s P.arldo6 koolis; fof they,attribute t.o 'the five sons ":of Pan .. 
, "doo every extrabtdinary work,.of the origin ,Qf ~lVhich they are 

, I, 
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ignorant. These bear an extraordinary resemblance to the Dru. 
idic~l vestiges in Europe, in Brittany, Cornwall, Ireland, and Scot. 
land. They "are composed or four or more ~lpright stones, fotm ... 
ing a cllambcr, which is sometimes divided, and is covered by a 
large flat stone. They are often surrounded by circles of smaller 
stones, arid Colonell\Iackenzie calls theln Indian cairns; for SOIne 
of them are, in like manner, covered with tUIDuli, and in many he 
has found bones, ashes, vases, arms, and even coins. The ac. .. 
count-given of the tombs, which cover vast plains in Tartary, no 
longer inhabited nor even visited, but for the sake of the precious 
metals found in these repositories of the dead, is so similar to the 
koolies, according to the accouht of them given by Colonel l\lac
kenzie, and to the barrows and cairns of Britain, that one would 
be tempted to imagine that there mu~t have existed, between the 
inhabitants of those remote nations, a connection sufficiently in .. 
timate to have transmitted similar customs to their descendants, 
although their common origin be forgotten. 

India, like the nations of Europe, had its minstrels and poets, 
concerning whom there is the following tradition: At a Inarriage 
of Siva and Parvaty, the immortals having exhausted all the 
amusement;& then kno:wp., wished for something new, when_Siya, 

# I .. ~ 

wiping the drops of sweat from his br~w, shook them to earth, up--
on which the BaWls, or bards, immediately sprang -up. Grateful 
for being called into existence, they sang Siva's praise, but so ex ... 
clusively -as to oifepd P~rvatYt who conceived hers~lf entitled to 
half their homage; she therefore sent them down to earth, com ... 
manding them to sing the feats of gods and heroes, in the pre
sence of kjngs and nobles, and condemning them to ~ life of wan. 
dering and perpetual poverty. One branch of the bawts, caning 
themselves Charums, pretend to derive their origin frOID the drops 

y 
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of Vdshnu's forehead. They are.all held sacred, but their;,condi.;. 
tion is conformable to. the :c.unse of Parvaty r' - They eat tlesli, .and 
adhere to the ancient Ifindoo doctrinet as professed.before the re

formation of l\lundana l\fisroodoo:Jf: they are.often·called· Batta 

Rajahs. There is also a tribe of itinerant boxers called Iltattries, 
who perform exercises and games like the ancient Athletre~ They 
use thirty-two kinds of weapons, the·chiefrof which is, the: V lijror 
lIoostee, or horn-fi~t, with which they sometimes. arm-their:llands 
in boxing. The Ihattries are divided into. ten. tribes, taki~g their 

names-Jrorn the ten Bramins from whom they pretend to be de

scended. They exercise in an enClosed place, strewed· with red 

earth, in which they roll themselves f afier' .oiling ,their bodies. 
They pretend to have been taught their art by Crishna, ;whom they 
w.orhip as Batal, king of demons ~ they also adore K.aJi; to whom 
they yearly sacrifice a sheep,tnaking her figure, on theseQccasiohs~ 

of the red earth used in their 'exercises. In their: prayers· they' do 
not distinguish Siva from Vishnu. They hurn their dead, ,and 
their"customs resernble those of the Bramins in many p~rticulars, 

as in.the Voop.a Nayanulll; ~r putting,on of the Braminicatthrc'ld, 

and the Vevalwm, or worship of fire-on their. mattiage l, but they 
marry later in life, the Inen,uot ~i1l the age, of twenty, and. they 

p~r[nlt their ,widows to . .contract. a seCond marriage, ,which; the 

other .. Hindoos 'do npt. TheY'use great:quaotttie~ of anhnalJood t 

a.bstaining. 'only Jrom,the flesh of the 'COW,' and, that of. uhclean 

animals; they eat with none but B(amins, 'the 'pure castes of whom 

. • :MU4ao:nq lUiwoodoq, ~~ i~parQation qf .Brahma "in the person. or ,8 Bramio of .Ca-
, , 

lee, or ~enal'e8.· lJe refont;l~d the Hmdoo, reljg~on .. forbidding the sacnfic;e of cows 

and horses, ,and"probibiting mamage. with sisters, and eating of the burnt-offerings to 
the d~. tiome have supposed that he was a p~iesi rr~m Misr, 01" Egypt. 
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refuse to eat lVith them. Their proper dress is the eitel/adam, or 
short· drawers, and the cash a, or sash. 

, Feb. 12.-.-For -some 'weeks. past I have neither been outto-walk 
nor ride, nor-even to payamorning visit, withoutmeetiQg some ,one 

who has been engagedlin ;our .recent conquests in the.Indian Seas" 
'-

Those who come from:the:lsle,of France say,thateven 8t Pierre's 

channing,description hanHs does rjustice to .it; and those ffOlD 

'Bourbon.ar~ 'full Df the praises ,of .that island,. which they ,describe 

as rich in every vegetable production, and fertile in the extreJ.ne, 

excepting'on .one side, ·called the Pays Brule, where the lalra, 

whic4 appears to,have flowed from the crater on the smnmit, is 

still bare, and' barren. lYhen·we passed the island in 1809, tile 

. haze prevented" our seeing any pa.rt of it but the summit, and the 

cloud of ~moke issuing from the :volcano, which has not erupted 

violently for some years, though it,is constantly emitting smoke 
and,fia.nlt!. ,The inhabitants of-Bourbon are described as a simple 

hospitable people. Few of .them .having been but of the island, 
they are entirely .oc~upied iIrfarming, and afe now so overburden~ 

ed with produce, from the want of a market,. that .the .dowers 
given with their daughters in marriage often consist of so many 
bags of ,coffee or spices. The ,natives 'of thaIsle of France are 

much more like .the £uropeaD.:~Fr~nch:in their external ,manners, 

butt~ey_.are..descri~ed as,proBi~te and immoral beyond even ·the 
vulgar notions. of French licentiousness. 

The captors..of the.islands.of Banda ,are,not less lavish in their 

pnuseS_of the ,b~autifuLscenery' o£ the .eastern islands,:and the won .. 
ders of their coral roc~, and groves o~ spice, and burning moun

tains; one of the,.,nlost remarkable of whic~,.Goonong Appee, was 

in 3t violent state of eruption eighteen years ago, when a new pro-. 
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montory was formed a~;t$ foot. This mountain forms an island 

by itself, wooded t ~thirds of the way up. and black a~:d bare 
above; it is-always emitting slnoke, and often throws out flame 
with a rumbling poise; its shape is conical, and the base is very 

narrow. It is separated from Banda Neira, a small island well. 
fortified, which was the seat of government, by a narrow strait, 

and forms part of the bason, or harbour of Banda, ,which is sur

rounded by it, by Great nanda, and Banda Neira. On the latter 
island there is a hill not &0 high as GoonoDg Appee, ,but the 

shape of which is precisely similar. 
The governor of Banda, happily for himself·, was killed in de-. 

fending the fortres:) of He1gica, when it was stormed by Captains 

Cole and Kenah. The inhabitants seeln perfectly satisfied w.ith. 
their change of masters, as it opens to them a wider market for 

theiI: commodities ; nor do those of Manilla and, Amboyna seem, 

less reconciled to us. The native inhabitants of all. these. islands 
were ~lalays, but the Dutch and Spanish settlers have JUixed a 
great deal with them, wbich .has made them only hate one ano

the~ the more cordially, so that hardly a day passes without rob

beries and murders. 

Feb. 21, 1811, II. llI. S. Barbadoes, at sea.-The day before 

ylsterday, at twelve o'clock, 1 went to take leave of Admiral 

Drury, wlJo hfld kindly interested himself to procure Ine a pas

sage home in a frigate. I found assembled in hIS house the ti'iends 
with whom I bad been living, and all the naval captaips on the 

station, :whom he had invited to a collation at my farewell visit. 
, . 

• The Governor of ADlboyn, W~S shot by General Daendaels, for havin; surrender-
ed that island. 1 8 . 

,. ' 
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He . had 'Often fsaid" that no' \voman left alone, ,,;'here 'he had the 

comm~nd, should ,have,' reasol'l. to think that he had forgotten that 

be. was' a bU'sband and a father~: and he acted up to his profes
sions; for, besides the attention' he: shewed me in colleCting my 

friends·around me to take leave, and a~o.mpanying me 'hitnself to 

~e beach; I found on board stores of bverj kind,. sheep, nllIch 

goats; . wine, preserveS, pickles,' fruit, vegetables, in short, every

thing 'that .rou.ld 'possibly add to the comfort or conV'e~ience of a 

ldng' voyage, ,and maoy of the things packed and directed 
by his own hand., I hardly tbought I could, have felt so much at 

Jeaving India, lis I did when I embarked at ~fadras; but there is 

something ,in leaving even a~ disagreeable I place for ever, that 
makes one sad, without being, able to account for it,""'::"triuch more 

wheq thai place contains triend~ .wit_h whom one has been ill ha .. 

~ts of daily interc,ourse, and from whom one has received kind
ness. ' 1\Iy-companions in the cabin are three naval captains, be

sides Captain Hodgson; who;coinmdnds,thefri~te, and all, 'hap
pily for me, of cheerful tempers. I occ~piqtle qua.rt~r of the ca .. 

bin; and after breakfast I always ,vrite or' study for three hours, 

after which I draw', ot 'do ,needle:-work,- tiU dinner ... time. when I 

again read for an 'hour. o'rt~o: before. I take my evening's. walk, so 

that my time will not, harig heavy;oti.nly hands in fine weather •. 

. Saturday, April 13, '1;8J i, o,ffTaole' Land, 9 h. A. llf.-Our voy
age'from Madtas.has been long and, stormy. : We had: a gale of 

wind on. the' 15th of l\Iarch, another on the 2'18t; ·st~rll?s off, ,the 

French~slands. and' again'off vape St Maiy's, and' such' t~nst.a:nt~ 
blowing weather, with heavy·seas"that we have had half:our.stern 
windows closed 'almost eVer"since -we Ieft .. 1\Iadras. On 'the' 6th 

\. ' - . . 
of ~pri1, beiog -Pahh-S\lnday, we made~the coast. of Africa about 

, 
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St John's river, in south )atitude.S2°:4S'l It ·blew very bard! a 

contrary ,vincI, and there was a very heavy sea, ISO that ·we were 

obliged to wear the ship every .half .hour, to keep fin the compa

ratively s11100lb water a10ng the shore. About the 'river UJis COUll

try is very 'beautiful; ,ve approached-it several times so near as tQ 

see the surf on the b(::\ach. The land is . high' and mountainous; 
the hills are of the brightest, g~een, diversified. wilh thick woods, 
which, as we. ('arne to tbe southward, gradually disappeared, th<:mgh 
thc'lllountains still retained their beautiful verdure .. On the _ 7th 

the weather gradually moderated. the sea went down, and we had 

nue weather ~ so that though we seemed to' have .made but little 
way, the current, which had been checked 00 the.6th.by-the COD

trary wind, retufmng to its usual cow-se with impetuosity, carried 
, us ninety ... three.mi]c~ to the southward of our ,reckoning iu,twenty

four hours. 'Ve were then on the bank of,Laguliust or,Agulhas. 
and (;xpccted to have reached the Cape o£:Good Hope in .. two 

days at farthest, but tbe wlnd and weatherrbave., been so,.<;oritrary, 
that we shall' be very happy if we get ashore 'to-night •. 

. April 25, 1811, ojf the Cape oj' Good Hope.~I . have spent -ten 

days verY'~agreeably on shore. at Cape .. Town iJ the. neatness and 

beautY~'and singular situ~tion,oflwhich;immediate]y at· the. fo01 of 
the Table l\lountain, have been so often described. 

,The English .people . at the' Cape Jive' Ji~ .the. EJlglhh -every-
,; . 

'where, as much. ill the manner I they (.wuuld do .. at:hQnl~ ,as .circum-
, stances win permit. 

The'Dutch colonists In, general ,preserve their,.;a~cient.~impJici
ty . arid hospitality. : a'hey Jusually ,dine ,at, Itwelve, .. o'clock,. "rand , ., 
make .thclr principal ,meal ~at supper, at· eightJP:clock. ~ I w:a& I ,de-

.: light~d; 'With, ,the' fine complexi~nS' f1.!ld; .gQOd-:batured ;').lI)aifec,ted 
. 1 . 
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nian~ers of the young, Dutch women, .after seeing the pale faces 

and languid affed.ation of t~e British ~ndians.. They geilCl911y 
speak English weU, and many of them write it correctly • 

. Every day, while at the Cape, I rode out· in the fine country 
at the bnckloflho Table l\lountain, where many of the English 

have,pleasarib country houses, and there are some fine· Dutch es
tates, particularly that.of.Constantia. where the rich winCl of that 
name is. produced. 1 was·, particularly delighted with the Hot. 
tentot'canlp, where. eight hundred ofthat.suvage people have been 
civilized and taught the arts! of society. Before the last- taking 

of the Cape by the :Britlsh~ the Hottentots, embodied as a regi. 
ment by the' Dutch, were .treated! rather as publio slaves than as 
soldiers,; their only clothing was undressed sheep-slrins, or:coarse 
blankets; they were miserably fed. and' worse lodged;, and, the 
only art they seemed to ,have prdctisedl~as the weaving of mats and 

baskets. Their conditionjs: now widely different; their, canton~ 
ments have been.rebuilt, and they are fed~ lodged, and clothed, 
as;well as any- peasants.L remember. tolhave seen. Their houses, 

furniture, and clothes.- are all of their own ma.nufacture, for they 
are i~enious and' expert at any handicraft fOJ; which they have a 
pattern.; they are also .fond of music,.and r.eadily: learn to play 
on lany instrument. Tlle Hottentots are said to have . ~o peculiar 
notion&. conceming:.~ljgion j. ~ose at the. camp of \V'!neberg 
ha ve become. extre~els attached to a missionary who lives anlong 
them, and who has taught many of them to read and write; they 

are aU his proselytes, and seem to W'dllt no qualification. either 

menta11or. bodily., AIl~ofthem speak· Dutch, ,and many of them 

English .. , . They, are orderly and well behavoo,as soldier~",but the 
wome,n ,are ~given to .. dlloking. rrhey are.r~lUa~kabl.Y honest,; 'and 

theic colonel told me,:' that,. i~ the! five : yOOI'& .. ~he:~ been, with 
, . , 
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themt he never saw one of theln Lake deliberate revenge. Their 
dispositIons are extremely cheerful, and nobody enjoys a droll 

story more than a Hottentot. At the same time they have a sur
prising degree of naivete. A serjeant, with his party t being ap
pointed to guard 'some French prison~rs 011 theiI: march from 
Simon's Town to Cape Town, had to cross a rivulet swoln so 
as to b() breast high. He hurried on so as to get across before 
the pcisoners, auel made some of his men stand on one side, and 
some on the other, ordering theln to fire on the first Frenchman 

who should stoop in the water; saying that they were sailors, {lnd 
lived as well below the water as on land, and if they once got 
into their own eleulent, they should never see them again. 

Their colonel's ('( )ttage is close to the parade, on the edge of 
the hill of W yneberg; everything in it is of IIottentot workinan~ 

ship, and even his dress is made by Hot~entots: they are all ex

tremely foud of him, and call him father. I have heard many in
stances of their attacbment and attention to him; among others, 
an anccd<;>te of one of his own servants diver~ed me. His master 
observed, for several days, on his breakfast-table. excellent honey 
in small quantities; he asked whence it came, when the boy an

swered, -he had watched the bee when it came to the garden for 
flowers" and had followed it to the top of the Table l\lountain, and 
bad taken its nest. They seem to posse~s quickness of sight, and 
swiftness of foot, in an extraordinary degree, and are extremely 

active. 

A few hundred miles from Cape Town there is a !10ra
viaJ;1 establishment of Hottentots. Most of the Mrican mission
aries; when they go into th~ interior, collect a tribe of savages 

round them, who are willing to be baptized, and to. pray and 
sing psalms, as long as the missionary's store of brandy lasts; but 

w/h~ that is done, they return to their native habits, on]1 more 
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\yrelched/:from the artificial 'Wants created by a ·partial acquaint .. 

ance with Europeans ... -The. Moravians, on tho contrary, instruct 

theifprosel'y'tes.:to sow. ,cor~; to· rear domestic, animals, aIld \ to 
manufaciurc'atticles ofvnl"ious kiqds,. w~icll; are. 'brought t().Capc 
Town and sol~ ~ and with. the produce, coarse stuffs for clothing,. 

and Taw materials for'.the manufactures, are bought~. He.ving 

thh~' ~d ,a fowulition . for Jt.U1derstanding, the necessity of luoral 

regulation,. lby introducing.the comforts of society, the l\ioraviaos 
preach; Ch~tianitY':witb~.an' ~ncalculable advantage. over those 
blind:enthusiast.s..who, .. neglecting} to prepare their, converts for 

the. belief 'of .re,all Christianity, J by: ~hewing them the advantages 

to be derived from the practice it enjoins, address theIuselve&, to 
theiripassious 'and their credulity t .an~· bribe them 'into baptism, 
only to Jea'\"eftbe~'.in.a .worse state than that in ~vhich they found 
them: .. . 
'I Itt riding through the' pea~tiful'country at the back pf 'Table-
land,,1 tQqld n~t'heJp, noticing ,the, variety of ~hrubs and flowers 
with \vbich it abounds~ nIthough this' is al1119~t the! worst, ~eason 
for them. ' The onty'tree indigenous at ,the:.Cape, is· the 'Vhite .. 
boom. (Protea :Argentea,) 'which is. very : conSpicuous from ,~he sil
very whiteness of;itsJoliag~; it is.o£ qvick,.gro~th, and is,plan:ted 

for fuel; the bark is use<J for ~anhing; a.nd; the~wood·is ·sometimes 
used for,floors. and.for' cOlurnon furhitur~ .. ITh~ ~Protea l\lcllifera 
is':g smaller and' more beauti~ plant; in t:h.e 'h~tthni: o£ whose ca
l yx ' there [is a, fluid,: resembling, ,hon,ay. < sometimes. collected, and 
.eaWn·as;a[SWeetrileat~ ,',Thera i~-also a 'kind; of my.rtle,rthe leaves 

~ l:~1 fHave :iD iny (pOssession a Penkni"f'e: of .vei1: neat' )Vor~ansllip. fro~ the' b{orarim 
I1ot.tentots village. J 
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of which, when boiled; yield a fat substance, of which- I have' 

seen candles, of an agreeable smell and a green colour. 

The Dutch have stocked the colony with oak 'and ,fir, neither

of which arrive at such pelfeclion as in Europe,though ~the fir. 
thrives so well as to be useful as small spars for ships. It is ~~~ 

lious to see the firs of Scotland and Norway, the oak, the myrtle, 
and the geranium, with the orange, the pcach, and the' apple~ 
mixing their foliage, their flowers, and their fruits,. in the ~aU1e 

garden. But lhe dimalc is so delightful, that though the tender

est plants require no shelter in the midd1e of winter, the surnmer 

heats are never 80 great as to prevent one from enjoying all k~nds 

of ex ercise. 
,'The supplies for the colony are brought from the farms in the 

interior by the Dutch boors, who,- I am sorry to learn_ do not 
grow a third of the corn they might produce, for they have a no-

a 

tion th~t the colony is prosperous in proportion to the high price 

of wheat. not· in proportion to the quantity they tnight export, 
so that, with perhaps the most fertile soil in the world, they ,buy 
a great deal of corn from the Americans, and' have' been ,more 
than once reduced almost to famine. It is true, that government 

requires them to produc~' a cerlain quantity of wheat. but, they 
grow as little more as, they can help. 

~ ~,:AJI ,the ,wheat, maize, barley, oats, butter, ,cheese, and: fruit, 
are brought.to Cape Town in waggons, sometimes drawn by six
teen or twenty OXCllf ,driven by a siugle Hottentot, JVho sits in the 

front of his ;waggoll, and drives aU the beasts in hand, witb a long 

whip, with which he contrives to touch the foremost, and which 

j~js great- part Qfa ,y.oung.llottentot's ,edpcation. t9' learn to ma. 
nage with dexterity. Sometimes whole families come down in 

these, waggons,.,which. are fitted up very rommodiously within. 
1 
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T.h~ boors 'are jn_'general\;arlarge~ srout 'race fof men, coarse in 
their habits and niannerS,,"a~d aCcused: ;of great ,cruelty towards 

their slaves and the nativ~s'o£ the, country; a particular tribe of 

t.he Jast,r however,; .often reveng~ themselves by setting lire to the 
corn' and, hay, and killing the ,cattle., which they _nev,er carry 

. a way. These,vild people are called Boschemen ; they are more sa. 

wage than the Houei1tots or'th~ Caffreslr living on ~rees 'or in caves, 

~nd feeding pn fruits, roots" and. such wild animals as they can 
shoot'wCb'the bow ,and arrow, the only weapon. with which they 

seem ~o be .acquainted. They are a dhninutive race, being sel. 
Id~" if ever,: ,seen above-four feet high, and they are not numer

ous. 

The Dutch in, the neighbourhood of the Cape are much Illore 

Eur~pean' in their ~abits; such of their h'ouses as I saw were 

commodious and, well furnished, and their tables were covered 

with a: profusion1 of good things, and ~ery ,vellcooked~ I, ate at 

,my friend Mr Cloote's house part of a roasted porcupine, and 
thought it the best animal food "I ever'tasted. There is abundance 
of ' venisOn, excellent'vegetables,. and fine :lfuit, of which the Ia .. 
dies--are expert, iJl making most delicious preserves. Beef I and 

mutton are brought from the- inland farms, and are often excellent; 
the wine~' ,vhich is commonly drahk is" ,stnall a,nd pleasant, and 

free {rpm the lusc!ousneSS'(l£tbe Constantia ;.there is also a strong

er, sort, which imp~oves very mu~h by age, though it never, arrives 
at the excellence, of either ,Sherry 9r Mad-eira. :' 

- 1Ve intended: tei have; left, Table Bay.on the· fourth, day aft~r 

we anchored there" but' it"came o~' to, blow so hard, ,that there 
,vas no .communication:between~ the! ship ,and, the sho~,so, that 

lye 'were1oblige<l to wait for provisions ·and ,water.' However-,; 0« 
ihe twenty-second we 'got undet way; but it fell calm, and 'we ure 
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still in sight of Table Land" indeed .almost 'near enough to see 
the races, which are running to.day on Green Point:, about .a mile 
froln Cape 'fo'wn. The horses are not quite so handsome as tHose 

1 have been used to see in India, but L am told I they are yery 

strong, and have plenty of spirit; they are bred ,in the interior 

by the boors. 
The height of Table Hill is 'three thousand five hundred feet; 

nothing can be more beautiful ihan its appearance frpm' sea" es

pecially when it lS covered with the cloud vulgarly ,called .the d~ 

viI's table .. cloth, which spreads regularly upon its bead, d~cend .. 
ing gradually~ of a fleecy whiteness, while the- sky .abov.c is of the 
clearest blue. Thi~ beautiful appearance is the sign of the .ap-:

proach of a south-east gale of wind, 'which always occasions a 
a great sea in the bay, and a swell_ without i though, ;lhi~ ipdeed 

at all times exists more or less on the bank of Agu1n.as, extending 
on both sides of the Cape to a considerable distance., 

May 7, 1811, at Sea.-iY esterday morning, $hortly after, $Un~ 
rise; we discovered St Helena at no; great" distance, breaking 
through ',a thick haze. ,The four first ~ay$ after leaving thQ Cape, 
we only reached the,latitude of Saldanha ,Bay,' but, then~. we fell 
in with the trade-wind, which blew ,so titeadiIy, that. we s~Jdom 
I+l,ade less'than' two'hundred miles a-day, with.)tbc wate~ delight~ 

-{tiny. smooth .. 

8t Helena lies in tho very heart -of- the $Ql~th..eastJrij.de wind. 

It is usual" :in.approaching it, ,to! ,get .. into :its la,tHud,~. ,(t..iew. de-

grees tb,the.eastward~',ind,-there tor rUlL.down.-the .1Q)1gitude, as 
the trad&wind, and ,the c.Uirent together •. render it. ditlicull. to :~a.~ 
back, if .once'a ship.passesd.t: .. ~,):\Y 6,m,ade it: directly j~Jaur t;Qurs,e, 
and our'obser\7htio,*~gives it irr lDqt~38~ $outh/ latitudeJ" .. ~nd, Q; ~O; 

8 
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-'Vest Jon~gitud~~ i It, was,',discovcrerl .j~, 1502' by the Portuguese, 

·who. senF on sllorc some'dome:stic animal~, but made no set. 
t1e~nenl ,)Jt bas' been, twice in,the: PQsse5~~on of the DUlph, but 

app~arslllow too; well fortified Jever' to be taJ<.eu from us by sur· 
prise .. ,The rocky 'Wall ot,the i~land is black-and bare'; the strata 
of which it is lct>mposed' are' mostll horizontal; some appear to 

dip a little, and. in 'oue place .I:saw ,some of 'a slaty appearance 

'perpendicular. There is a great deal.ofnlatter like cinders, .most!
Jy J black, having,. here'.' and there I yellow and greenish stains, 

anO: in :so:tne 'plactss-a glas~'y appearance; but 1 could not be very 

accurate In, Qbserving each part, for, although, we 'v.ere close to 

the land,' !wei isailed i tod fast by ~t, there being DO anchorage off 
the island, excepting the: roads at St, J ames~s.. Town. vVe' ap-

. proached lfrom the iouth~east, and. till" we 'saw 'the flag-staff. we 
did not perceive 'any marks of inhabitants J but having reached, 

the flag-staff' point~ '\Ve' saw little' batteries perched like ·birds' nests 

in th'e'rocks,.,but not a b1ad~ oJ 'graSS,l nOf' any green ,thing 'Was 
discetnible; 'Vlien: ,ve got abr~ast. of 8t James's. ,'l'OWDJ'! our eyes 

were regaled Withithe s1ght ()fabout:fiftJ trees 'aIndng the wbite 

houses' of the town, and their verdure, and the hrightness. of the 

buildings, produced the'most singular effect, contrasted with the 
blacknesS" 'Of the rocks, ·~vhich seeni.:thteat.ening. to fall upon them 
on both sides~.'lf'Ve't~trde(l"af;)out'twelve,o'clock 9.,t iDe only land

jug-place in libe.i:;land, ;at :s~ . James's 'Towri, .which reminds me 
ofilll English fishing-tbwlr; ji~basla,few g(jod.hous~, some shops 

of European' :and lIndian l ~rtictes" ,whef(~ ever.Yth~ng ·is .sold 'lI:ery 
dearl"'a thurch~ :and-a' plily:..house.;'~ ThesocietJ is by all accounts 

nuserable)enQ\lgh, ~ndltheirihabitants. 'so much ata loss for amuse-

'melit~ 'as to be divided into! patties~ who 1 hate one another cordially, 

and quarrel for ever, ! 'fhe:vallies In :the int~rior bf th~ island are said 
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to be extremely fertile and beautiful. Tbe oak a~d the fir: thrive well 

on the hills, the 'date and the coco flourish in the. town.. IIere 

are grapes, peaches, apples, and bananas, with very 'good vege ... 
tables, particularly potatoes~ but hitherto the. inhabitants: have 

not Inade the most of the advantages of the soil. Ifowever, the 
prescn~ governor has done a great deal for the colony, ,and ,has 
encouraged plahtatioDs of all kinds. 8t IIelena is not subject t~ 

the violent rains which render tropical climates so uncomfortaple 

during some lllOnths in the year: but there, are gentle showers, 

which fertilize the earth and feed the Springs, the. water of which , 
is excellent. I do not know if they have attempted to wak,e 

wine here, but they brew very good small beer for the use of the 

ships which touch at the island. ~rhe presence of a fleet fills ·the 

D1easure of 8t Helcnian gaiety so completely, that ~n islande~ 

once expressed her wonder, " if the ladies in London did not feel 

" very, dull when the China fleet l~aves the Th~m'es I" 
After tiring ourselves with lounging about the town, we came 

on board, and were under way by eleven o'clock the same nighi, 
,veIl pleased to have seen this curious little rock, but never wish~ 
ing to visit it again. 

,June 19, 1811. Lat. 45') 2' N. Long. £6<l.58" W.-What. a 

wearisOlne thing is a calm, especially so near home! And ,it i& 
now not . only caIn), but so . foggy , that we can' .hardly see to the 
end of the bowsprit; It IS cold, the the~ometer in the cabin 

s~ndirig at sixtY .. four. The sea bas appeared :fQr ,some day~ of a , 
dark dirty colour, covered with white spe~ks_ ~q instead .of t~~ 

,delicate nautilus, called, .by. the sailors. the P~~:ug'4ese man-of. 

,war, nothing but the common polypus, .whiqh ~e used. to call the 
aea'· anemone,. has been il;oating rounil,the.~hip~. 
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The south-eaSt trade-wind- brought us to the line, but since that 
tilne we have experi~nced light variable winds. On the thirtieth 
pf ~Iay ,ve observed the whole surface o"f the ocean, as far as we 
could see, covered with sea-weed. 'Ve were then in North lat. 
23° SO', and 'Vest long. 37';: 31'; the weed continued to Boat for 
above a week, nearly in the track which is marked in the charts 
as that of the gulf stream; but during a calm, though we tried 
for a current, we found none • 

. ~ June 27.-This morning, at twenty minutes before two dclock, 
I heard the 'officer of the watch call the captain, to inform hiDl 

that St Agnes's lights in Scilly were in sight. I have not slept 
~ince; the LIzard is before me, and in two days at farthest we 
shall reach Portslnoulh. I can hardly keep my eyes off the land, 
even while I do what is necessary to hasten my getting ashore. 
You do not know what it is to ~ee one's own seas, and. fields, 
llnd rocks-again. I seem to know every little boat I meet. The 
figures of the hills, the varied colours of the "fields, the village 

. .' . towers and spIres, all belong to lUy own home, and make me for-
get, in the happiness they seem to promise, all the dangers, and 
toils, and difficulties, I have encountered since I left them. 

And here I close my Journal, well satisfied that this moment 
is one ~f the happiest of my life,. and unwilling to write more~ 
lest I should have 'to record a less agreeable termination of my . . 
travels. 
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No. I. 

OF THE SHAH NAMEH OF FIRDOUSI., 

T H.E Ch~vqlier p'Oh,sson having taken the principal part of his Ta
bleau Hi$torique de l'Qrient from the Shah N ameb of Fjrdousj~ gives 
the, following account of that poem in the first 'Part of his interesting 
work. 

'r, The ~ha)l Nam~h is a production of the fourth century pC the Hpoi 
gyr~ At\ftr the destruct\o~ of the Sassanians by the A~ab a.rmies, Men. 
~our I. soveI:~ign of Transoxania, was the first Mahomedan prince who 
made any .resea~che~ concerning the hisrory Qf the anciept Persians. 
B~ing Po lover of science and 0{ letter~,: he col'ect~d. such a~~ls as bad 
escaped the devastations of tim~" in ot:de.r tQ form a ~reglda.r history. 
The zeal of bis Vizir Mamery, seconded· him. in thi& landa,ble under
~king~ and tb.e conduct ~f the work was entfu5ted, tQ foUl: of the litp.ra
ry men, of the .country, namely" Seyya~:r. Ye,zd~DI K1,lorshid,. and 
Sch.andar.. . 6 , 
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" TIle fragments discovered were chiefly chronicles, each containing 
the life of on~ prince. After the assiduous labour of eight years, the 
work was finished, and dedicated to Mensour, under the name of Shah 
Nameh, or History of tpe Shahs. It was in fact an abridgement of the 
history of ancient Persia from the reign of Keyoumers to that of Yezde ... 
gerd III. the last of the Khosrus. 

" Some years afterwards, Mensour II. wished to have the Shah Na .. 
meh in verse, and Decalky, a famous poet of that age, consecrated 11is', 
talents to that \\ ork, but left it unfinished at his death; and another ~Ia .. 
homedan prince made it a point of honour to complete it. This was 
}'lahmoud Ghaznevi, the third sultan Qf the race Ben-sabuktakin, an il. 
lustrious prince, who added to the crown of Zabelistan the whole of Per. 
sia" and who, A. D. 999, invaded Transoxania, and 'gave tbe last blow 
to the dynasty of tbe Ben·Samans, its sovereigns. This hero, who was 
not less the patron of letters than of arms, employed the genius of Fir
dousi-ibn-Feroukh, the most celebrated poet of the east, in the great 
work of versifying the Shah N ameh. 

" This poem is still esteemed as the most perfect of its kind; it em., 
braces. a space of twenty-nine centuries, from Keyoumers to' the last 
Khosru; hut it is to be regretted that the chronological order observed 
previous to the time of Alexander, i& as inexact as many of the histori. 
cal events recorded in it are fabulous. Some of the princes are said to 

have reigned during three or four centuries, and we can only presume 

that several Shahs of the same name have been confounded by the com
pilers of the ancient chronicles. The same thing must" hav£s happened 
with regard to the heroes of ancient Persia, Zal and Rustum, ·who ure 

said to have lived six centuries; and atriong the Khacans of TourablP 

'descendants of Feridoun, Afrasiab, the most celebrated ct those'sove
reigns, is fabled to have reigned above three hundred years. 

~, Notwi'tlistanding the silence of the Greek writers concerning: the 

aneient sovel'eigns of Persia, we cannot doubt their existence, froid the . ' , 

testimony of the lit~rary .monuments of all the eastel1l nations in every 
8 



189 

age:," SO that we must regard the ground-work of their history as true, 

~ although the-episodes be .fabulo~s. These, ancient chronicles may in 

some sort be compared with the mythology of the ancient Greeks. Se
vefal of the Shahs j and even the princes, such as Sam, Zal, Rustum, 

GOijde,rz, Kiw, &c. are considered as demigods. They are the heroes 

of the east, who have occupied the imaginations of the poets and the 

pens of the Ilistorians. Their names have been revered in all ages, and 

there is no work, even on philosophy ot morals, which does not men-' 

tion these ancient Shahs. They are cited continually as models of vir .. 

tue or Qfvice, of clemency or of tyranny, of knowledge or of ignorance, 

ofyalour or of toward ice, in ~rder to complete the eulogy Of the cen

sure of a prince, a minister, or even,;1 simple individual. 

· " All the eastern so,oereigns, ~d even the Ottoman sultans, in their 

letters, diplomas, and other public writi~gs, compare themselves to Fe

ridoun, to' }.'lenusbeher, and to Key Ke;lVous, and even their titles 

of Kbosru, HoumayooD, and Shahriar; which ,may be compared to 
those of Cresar and of Augustus, of Sehastocrator and of. Porpbyroge .. 

nitus, are borrowed frolli the ancient kings of Pers~a. 

" The work of Firdousi possesses high poetical beauties, and a ricll 

and harmoruous style. bu~ it a.bounds with rtrinute descriptions, fre

quent repetitions, continual metaphors·~ and absurd byperbole.. It is 

. full 'of morai reflections, chiefly on destiny and fatalism, and on the no,;. 

tbi-ngnl!ss and the vicissitudes or human atIairs, which the author usually; 
, # , 

puts iiltothe mouths ()fthe princes, the·warrlors, the ministers of reli~ 
'gicin,. and ·the statesmen. 

: ." The heroes never ~ngage in combat without a pompous harangue, 

displa,ing t4eir high birth, their valour,; an~ their great achievexp.~nts. 

With tnenaces and inveptives, each, announces ,to' his adversary defeat. 

• Somtl of these. metaphors are however extremely beautiful, such as the to~owing,. 

""P'p~"ed to a l'~ned .city~ 0 ~ 
cc The spider spreads the Tell in the palace of the Czsars, 

And the owl atauds'centinel 011 the wateh..tower.,f Mrasiab.~ 
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sl,lame, al,ld inevitable destructioJil. f jIg mother, gave: ime' life on/y t() 

accomplish 'thy deatll:! 'Tlte r06e of honour with ichich thil sovereign 
has int'fsted thee, will serve only for t/t.tJ ,hroud.' Such 4lfe their ordinary 
exclamations., , , 

,~ III the descriptions of the battles. we find abundance ,of such' pas., 
$ages as the following, ~ The motion ()f the. 'armica shook lhe. earth. ; de., 
ranged the course of th, slars, and overtu'rflid tl"e planitary' gystem.~' 

f The match of thia multitude tif hOrses la;sf!a suck whirlwinth 0/ d~l. 
that one oj'tlte Sft'cn coveTin" of the eartla .added a lItew vq"le to t~ Ie., 
'llt:1l. hfXivcns of tltejirmatntftt.' "TAe tnormo1tS clo1.fd 0/ dll-rtl4'fl,djave-t 
lin$ 'Covered the lu:avens, absorbed the ligbt of tl,e Bun, ,ancf plunged, l~e 
combatants into the (lark aganies of fate,,' 'The hloodo/ th~.Bla.rJ;g"te,·OI/ 
cd enemy rose suddenly to a river. 80 impetuous a$;to turn ''llJigltt!l'w.ilu.' 

'f The legends of all remote ages offer to oUr' view dragon~1 tnopsters, 
evil .. spirits, and giants, and princes whQse iChief glory consisted iQ fight., 
ing with, overcoming, ,and destroying tllem. "r ~ may cOQlPa,re- ;the 
warlik~ pictures of ancient Persia to the friumph of Apoll~ ove.r the se.-., 
pent Python, to that' of Theseus. over the minotaur, Uta.t of Mfl~eJi 

OV(>f the wild boar of Calydon. o.rithose ()f .\Iercules ovel" the hydra of 
Lerna and the centaur Nessns... ' 

.~, The Shah N ameh, interesting in itself, would be ,stilt more. ,,0 if i\ 
de-v-eloped with greater clearness the progressive ,step' of 'he. formatlon 
of the 'ancamt.Peshdadian monarchy; but the,carelessn~ss, ,o( .tl1~ poet 
oil this head 'is carried' still 'fartheru'With respec.t to:whatevee concerns Jh~' 

gr~t vassals of that empire, such as the princes of India, Chaldea, tAr .. 
meAia, lberi~ polcbis, Mesopotamia, Asia Minor. Syria, Egypr, and 
Arabia., : and ,oAthe poJiti~. r.elatious belw.OOU. the· 'sovereign, and, his 

(eudatorteg,j :the Sl~li Nameh touches.bu\ slightly .. + itdl the same wi\b 

regard to, ,the constitution of Ancient Persia, its laws, its public wor

shi~~vlt$ military state. its finances .. its cu:stoms; :"nd its :mannets r but 

~tbough Firdousi has only noticed t.he. mqst remarkable blstOrieal' 'facts,· 
1 
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he pas. in tracing'these, occasionally thrown considerable light on each 

of those curious and interesting subjects.n 

To this account of the Shah Nameh I shall add a sketch of tbe life of 

its author, "extracted ~lsh from the' Chevalier D'Ohsson_ 

cc' Mahmoud ·Gha~bevi bad committed the charge'of the work, (the 

compil.atjo'n of the Shal) Nameh,} to, Artseri, who was admitted to 'hi$ 

p,rivatEi friendshlp, -as were ·all the sages an~ U~arned men of his court. 

Ansed sought 'and: obtained the poets,Fetoukhy and Asjedy, as his fel. 

low-labourers. The sultan lodged them in-one of his pleasure .. houses 

near Gha%na, gave them a pension~ a.nd provided them with t!very thing 

necessary for their table and their household • 

. " These acts or'genetosity. in the prince" and the nature of the work 
in ~hich the poets were employed, were sQon noised abroad. Firdon. 
si, a native of Thouss 'in Khorassao; who had cultivated· his poetical 

talents,. sti1lJive~ in obscnrity~ ,Jealous of the fortune of the three great 

poets of t4e capital, he gave -himself up to' the dictafes of pis ambition, 

and.went to Ghezna, iri)the hope. or'm~king ,himself Known, ~nd of 

partaking in the labours of his brother poets; After.manyfruitless efforts; 

either to approach the. throne,~ or to reeorinnehd himself to'some of tfle 

pobles or ministers, he deterQlined'to address himse~fdi~ectlY'tothe poets 
themselves... Iis_-appeared at their mansiotJljn a:simple and modest dresS', 

anq ,reptes~~ted himself as one" who had' serious bnsiness 'with the poets. 
On. being'>introduced he ,f~llnd,them, in'the gatden, having just nseQ. 

from taqle. ~, They, were 3, little elevated by:wine, 'and attempted to amuse 

themselves at the. expenee 9f ,the stran~er:, whot after ,a silence :of, sonte 

minutes,: complimented the~ on',the distinctiot}s \ they, enjoyM~ ,ancHen 

press~d a deFe' to! see 80m1l'part of :their ,work. Astonished' at this' ,be

ginning, the poets gave' hiro'f;oroe \fague answer, and endeavour~d'ci'i1I, 

to' dismiss. him,. telling him, that{they received only poets;~ ibecause' th~1 

made it " rule to speak. a~ong thems~lves in ·verse. ' .And of what na-
~ '{ • ,!II. I 
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lure are your verses ? said Firdousi" modestly. The three poe~ smiled, 
but said, let us satisfy him. Upon which they each recited a. verse, end

jog in shen, of which the following is the sense :-

" Anseri,-' The moon is nbt comparable to, thy countenance. 

(C Feroukhy,-' The rose cannot be likened to thy ch~ks. • 

II Ilsjed:!l'~c There is no shield that can defend us from thy eyes.' 
,( 'They surpass,' Firdousi harmoniously exclaimed, 'the terrible 

l~nce of Kiw, in the battle of Peshen.' The justness of the reply asto

nished the three poets; they 'Were even humbled tG, find them$~lves.. ig"'i 

noraat.of the historical fact alluded to by Firdousi, and which.he explain
ed to them with his accustomed modesty. 

" Shame and jealousy overcame the three poets; under the t}ppear-l 

ance of civility, they loaded Firdousi with caresses, sat down .again to 

table, and, after drinking copiously, they retired l\ll~ left him in tlle gar .. 

den. 

" Firdousi, on returning to his house, having lost an bope of sttccess; 

thought.only'of quitting Ghazna. ,He went to the mosque, and, absorb .. 

,ed in big reveries, he recited" in, the rnidst of his prayers, some verses 

analogous to his situation and misfortunes~ Chance had placed by.his 

side }..Iahik, one of the Javourites of the Sultan. They entered intd,con ... 

v~rsation, and Firdousi related his adventures, and his' wishes. ,Mahik, 

finding him a man of learning, and a great poet, inquired where he lived, 

without exp]~ining his intentions, and tbe same day repeated the con. 

:versation, to the sultan. ~{ahtnoud· Ghaznevi,; curious to see Firdousi, 

sent for him to the palace, and, conve.rsing with 11im,. ,was enchanted 

with his erudition, an.d still more with' some 'verst:s or his composition. 

These: were compared with what was already written.ot the Shah, Na ... 

~eb, and their superiority was such, even by the ,confession of the. three 

writers themselve~s who were forced to dQ justice to' the superior talents 

01 the poet of Khorassan, that. the sultan gave him the entire . charge ot 
the. work, promised to give him a golden ducat.> alld,. ·as an earnest" 

II Ducal is the word used by D'Qhsaoo .. 
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of his liberality,' m.ade him valuable presents, ,in goods; furniture, ana) 

jewel.S. , 
"Firdousi employed several years in the composition of his work, which 

consisted of sixty thouso,nd hiles, or distich~. The day on ~hich he pre

sented it before the throne was celebrated ~ a festival· by the whole court 

of Ghazna. Howe\'er; tt'le sultan was not faithful to his promise. As 
it was a question of sixty thousand pieces of gol~, Hassan ~leytnendy, his 
vizir, represented the 'enormity of tbe SUID, and advised him to substitute 

as tnany pieces of silver, witb the promise of future acts of be,neficence. 
}.{ahmoud, stlffered himself to be persuaded, and ordered the proposed 

, • .1* 

sum 'to be paid to Firdousi. The officer charged with the commission" 

not iinding· the poet at his house, followed him to the public baths, 
whel'e h~ }Vas .p~rforming bi~ I ustrations. Firdousi, indignant at the 
meann,ess of 'the .proceeding, only tecelved the sum to divide it between 
the messenger \'Vho brought it, the keeper of the bath, and a neighbour

ing merchant who sold r~freshments. On h~s return hQme, he wrote some 

satiri.cal verses ,~gaillst the sultan, ~nd fled, immediately to Baghdad, 
\ 

where the Kalif Ahmed IV. received him with distinction. - -' 

Ie. ~labmoud Ghaznevi paying less attention to. ~his own injustice, 

than,to the proceedings of the poet, pursu~d h~rp wit4 his anger. In
formed ()fhis escape to Baghdad, he haugq.tily,c1aimed him, and threat
ened,th~; Kalif, in case ()f his refusal, to. ql~rch to Baghdad, and to 

tJ:aJUple that metropolis und,er the feet ofohis elephants. The Kalif (then 
• f' 

un~er Jh~ dominion o(tqe. }.len-Boyes), confin¢ 'his answer to the thr.e~ 
letters of tile alph~~et:which designate the chapter o~'the elephallt in t~~ 
K.Oran~. This chapter relates the unsQ,cc~sful expedition ofEbreh, king of 

J • , ... 

l;thiopia, against hlecca, 6.,fty days be (ore the birth O(¥ahomet~ !~le Ethi; 
opia~ prince,.whose defeat is ~egarded as a miracle, was ~ounted on an ele~ 

~ ... 'II. ,~ 

phant: By this ingeniou~ device, the Kalif r~ferred ever~ thing to the di vine 
protection anJd 1hf7 d~cree$ of,Providence. JIe, however, persua~ed Fir
dousi to make his peace with so powerful a prince, and. to write ·letters of 
reC?onciliation •. Firdousi, obedient to the counsels of wisd~m, entered 

'n b 
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into the views of Ahnted, and sent to the sultan an, ode full of erudi
tion and philosophy, analogous to his situation. He concluded it by 
saying, that, relying on the greatness and equity of the hero of Zabelis
tan, he was going confidently to Thouss, his native country, which had 
the happiness to be subject, with the rest of Persia, to the throne of 
Ghazna. This ode, and the letter of the Kalif, produced such an effect 
on the mind of the sultan, that, ashamed of his conduct towards :Firdousi, 
he deposed his minister, ana sent an officer to Thouss with tpe sixty 
thQusand pieces of gold, some other- presents, and a letter replete with 
favour and kindness. But Firdousi was' no' more. Scarcely had he ar
rived at Thouss w hen he fell a victim to the fatigue bf his journey, and the' 
agitations of his mind. He left behind him but one sister, and this virtu
ous woman accepted the gifts of the sultan, only to employ them accord. 
ing to the intentions of Firdousi. This poet, so celebrated for his lite
rary work, wished to perpetuate his name by some monument consecrat ... 
ed to public utility. He had a~cordingly destined the liberalities of his 
prince to repair a bridge over the Oxus, and this hoble project his sister 
executed as a sacred duty." 

The Shah N ameh of Firdousi has acquire,d a celebrity in the east 
above all other literary productions. Translations and" abridgement~ of 
it are common in most of the oriental languages ; its authorit), is held 
sacred by historians; and tile itinerant poets and story-tellers chaunt its· 

episodes at the feasts of great men, orin the public places, where the indo
lent Mussulmans assemble to smoke, and bask in the glories o( the seUing 
sun~ FirdQusi, Anwari", and Saadi t,. are called the princes' and fathers 
of Persian poets, but Firdousi is always placed first. Besides'llis great 
work, tpe Shah N ameh, he is the author of some odes and several satires, 

• Anwari is the autbor of many poems, but his odes are said to be more sublime (hAJi 

those of ~Dy of his countrymen. 

t Saadi, the author of the Gulistan and Bostan,. with many other works, is one ot the' 

most elegant of oriental poets. The following beautiful apologue occurs in the preface to 

the Gulistan: " One day as I was going to the bath, mT fdenil put into my hand a piece 
t 
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~~)llOSl remarkable oCwhich is that against Mahmoud Gha2nevi, men

Ji~e4 abo~e .. ~ :Wbile 1. was.iq JIombay" I ~eceiv.ed a valuable and an

cie?t copy ()ff.t!ie Shah; ~ameh, from,my friend Sir James ~lacintosh. 

It bad belonged to~ Cherag~ Ali Khan, the minister of. Pers~a~ who· died 
f;\t Tehranu, a fe'w months' before tlje,tiook.came into my possession.. It 

is.ad9rne~ witheostly ilIgmillatipns"and ~he delicacy and beauty of th~ 

pent;illing is only equalled by the eXquisite correctness ofthe'calligraphy_ 

Tbe whole numbec of pict.ures of ~he subjects of the Shah 'Nameh are 

pl>out ,one hundred and nfty~ of: which few copies have more than sixty; 

mine. ,contains tUty .. one, most of them in good preservatio'n. They re

present tpe! 'dresses, armour, furniture, weapons, musical instruments, 

battles"deasts. houses~ and :garden~ of tbe Persians. Some of the illumi

~ations represe~t 'co}lncils$ where the king appears $eated on a throne 

. under-a ~opYi·surrounded by his' nobles, o,n ~sedl seats~ in the 'robes 

of peace, but generally witha. helmet 011 the nead, and in the hand a club, 

whose head repreSentS that ,of .some animal. The place '0\ assembly 

is sometimes in tpe field, sometimes in a'hal1~ painted and gilt, ornament

ed with flowers, and for the most part having a fountain in the' centre. 

One picture in my Shah Nameh i-epresents a bridal· feast. The b~ide 

and blidegroom are'seated under a canopy; ~emale servants appear hold
ing torches in ditf~rent parts of the hall, and a .troop of minstrels tills up 
the fore-ground. The instruments are-,a harp.of a simple form, ,several 

kinds of guitars, and a tambourin~. '{he figures, horses, aad dresses,. 

are extremely laboured, and ,flowers, ana other miuute objects, well re

presented, but the. putting together and finishing of the whole, is as far 

of scented ela,., or such de1i~ioua fragrance, that I addressed it, saying, Art thou of musk 

or ambergris, for thy scent is such that it would recal the spirits of the dead. It answered, 

I am neither m~sk nor am.bergris, but I was long the comp~nioD of the rose, and her charm. 

ing qualities have infused themselves into me; but for her neighourhood, I should have been 

still scentless and dislega~ded." , 

• l"or washing. 
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from natural, as in the decorations of a missal. Water is constantly 
painted black; the brightness of the sky, or fire, is represented by gold 

or silver paint, as in the picture representing prince Syawousche pas

sing through the fiery ordeal, to clear his reputation from the aspersions 
cast on it by his mother-in-law, the Persian Phredra. The warriors are 
represented in all their ferocity by the painter, as well as the poet, who 
scruples not to make them descend from their horses on, the field of 

battle, for the sole pUl'pose of cutting off' a vanquished enemy's head, or 

pf putting a noose round his neck, and fastening him to the sa~dle.tree ; 

and the imagination of the Iimner seems to have kept pace with that of 

the author, in sketching the figures of the Dios, or evil genii, who op. 

pose the virtuous heroes of the poem. For. the rest, perhaps the Shah 

Nameh is not so wdl known as it deserves to be, though it is certainly 

not to be wished that the public taste should ever be brought to relish 

greatly this production of wild and inf)~ted genius, while we have among 
us the lite~ry monuments of ancient Greece and Rome. 
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:No. 11. ' , 

Alll Account oj Bellgal~ and of a Vi'sit to tne GOlJernment Hous(, b!J 

Ibrahim, th( Son of Candu tlte ~lerchant. 

THIS is the account of w1;lat J, Ibrahim, the son of Candu the mer

chant, have seen; this is what ~ have been present at, and a witness to: 

where is the ~ralay who has seen the like that I, Ibrahim, the son of 

Candu, have seen since I ~rrived in the great country of Bengal! ! 
How long was I on my passage from the Malay countries, but how 

mQch was i rejoiced to see.the beauty of Bengal, which shines like the 

sun on all nations; for this country of Bengal is so large, that were I 

to walk for three months,. I should not reach the end of the stone houses, 

which are everywhere so. high, tbat I could never see the hills for 

them ;--this accounts for people, saying t4e hills can~lOt be seen from Ben~ 

gal. Alas t I have ,not forgotten the day when I ventured into the ba-' .' zar, and having no one to direct me, lost the way. Ho\v many days was 

it painful for me to put the soles of niy feet to the ground,l how rejoiced 

was I to' reach the house of Tuan· Doctor La!lten,' an~ afterward to 

think of the. wonde.rs I bad seen! • ' 

, How perfect and beautiful ,is the Fort! how exact all its proportions, 

its four sides, and all its angles,! ,,(his is a propel"'fort; but who would 

suppose it so large, when \t can.hardly be seen from without?- This-is 
a fatdt; bu't why should, 1, Ibrahim, the son of Candu, the poor mer

chant of. Keddah, preJend .t9 give. ,my, opinion, in this place,. all jis SQ 

wonderful, and ntu~h beyo~d :what I before ,knew? But, yet I must de
scribe what I have seen, that M;alays may. no longer be ignoraqt of this 

gre~t s;:auntry" but be acquainted with ~ll its. wonders and all its b(;}au .. 

• Than is synonymous with Sahib, Malter, or Sir. 
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ties, so that their hearts may be glad, and they may no longer be ig

nOr2Jlt! Inside of the Fort there is a ditch larger than that on the out

sid~, and at the botiom of both it is level and smooth, like unto a mat 
fre,sh spread out, and the colour is like that of young paddy; for such 

is ithe management of this place, that when the Rajah pleases the water 

can be let in from the river, and when the rains. are heavy the water 

can be let out. Within this Fort, which is like a large city, how many 

are the stone stOfe (lOuses for arms, for gunpowder, for small-arms, can

nOllw balls , and eVNY thing required in war; and how many store-houses 

are 1here for wine, b~cause there are many white men, and ,so many 

sepoys, that who can count them! 

It was in this great country, in this country of Bengal, which is in 

this place called Calcntta,-how many months journey from Pegang f
on the fifteenth day of the month of Shaaban, in the year.of ihe, Hegyra 

one thousand two hundred and twenty .. fi~, at the hour of ten, in, the 

morning, when all '~Ialays remained in the same state of! ignorance as 

when I left them, that I, Ibrahim, the son of Candu the merchant, 

1vent to the 'palace of the Rajah, with all the great men <of the Rajalls 

court, and was admitted even to the' second story, (or 'father second hea

ven.)' 

How beautiful is this palace, and great its extent,..:-who can describe 

it! 'VItO can relate the riches or this tountry, and, above all, the beau

ties of the palace! When I entered the great gates, and looked around 

from my palankeen (for in this· country even .1, Ibrahim, the son of 

Candu the merchant, had my palankeen;) and whed,11bebeld the beau

ty and extent of the- compound, the workmansbip 'of 1h61 railings, and 

the noble appearance of the gates, of 'which' there are five~ and on .the 

tops of which lions, carved out of'stones; as large it\S ~liftJ; seem small. 

and aslf th'ey:were running without fearing 'to tail." I; thought that I 

lvas no longer in the world 'I had left in the east; but it; is ,fortunate 

that I was not y~t overcome with surprise, and that' I Jived to see the 

wonders that were within, and to write this accoun~ that men may know 
wb~t it is. ' . . . 
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When'! entered the_,palace, and my Tuan said, "Ibrahim follow me, 
don't b~ :afraid,-this is the h01\se of the Rajah, , and he is kind to all 
people, particularly to' Malays;'" my _ heart was rejoiced; and as I 
felt abpve al1 M~ays on,this great day, Jor there were no other Malays 
here, I plucked up my courage and followed. my Tuan, even mixing 
with other- Tuans, of whom therEJ were many on the stairs at the same 
time, all' of them having Iarga blaclt fans in theit hands", and kindness 
in their looks, for, whenever I raised my eyes to any of them they smiled. 

The floors' of the 'great hall, are. ofl black stone, polished and shining 
like a mirror, ·so that I feared to ,walk on them; and ali around, how 
many transparent lustres and branches for ~jghts were suspended', dazzling 
and glistening so that I could not look, long upon them! 

Until I ar:rived althe second story" the stairs were aU" of stone, which 
formed p~\rt oft the wall, and had no support, I then entered the great 
hall where all the, Tuans were assembled, and every -one looked' at me; 
but I, Ibrahim, :the son of ,Cantin the .merchant" knowing the kindness of 
my Tuan, ,and that ,he wo~l~ laugh at m~ if I remained behind a pillar, 
so that UQ, one could~see,me, walked about and ,saw, every thing, mixing, 
with the other Tuans : 'no on~ ~poke to me, but all made room for me 
when I passed,_ so much was I distinguish~d am<mg the people of the 
court. 

The floor of this great room is not of stone, because it is of a dark-co
loured wood beautifully ,polished; and were 1. to describe all the beauties 
of this great ball, the splendour of the- throne, and aU I saw ther~,· I 
should write what would not be read in, thr~e months. My head turned 
giddy when, the. Rajah entered;lb~t" as far ,as I C3Il recollect, I will 
fai~hfully'de~eripe all that lsaw in this beautiful place. 
, ,At ,the 'cnd wf Jthe ',haIl there is a throne t, superlatively beau,tirol, 

supported by fomo,pillZltfS of gold!, and having hangings .of the ('olour of 
blood, enriched with ~olden frin~e; . it is beautiful in the extreme, and 

• These were the cocked Aata. t Rather canop!l~ 
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the elegance of the drapery is surprising. 'Vithin this throne there is a 

golden chair, with hangings and fringe of gold, in which the Rajah, sits 

when he receives other Rajahs and Vakeels·. 

In front of this throne, how mallY chairs were arranged in rows, and 

how many couches with white cushions were, between the pillars, on 

each of which there was a stamped paper t, as well as on the couch on 

which I afterwards sat down; for I, Ibrahim,· the son of Candu 'the mer

chant, was seated with the other Tuans. 

Near the throne, in front of it, there were many ,gilded chairs, ,but 

one of gold ,was plaecd in the centre upon the Rajah's carpet, which 

was beautiful and rich. 

'Vhen the court was full, and I, Ibrahim, the son of Candu the mer

chant, was near to the throne, the Rajah entered, and ev~ry one 'moved 

ditlerent ways. But as soon as the Rajah seated himself, the muntries 

and high officers of state arranged the~selves according to their ra!lk. 
On that side of the hall which was to the left of;the Rajah, and within 

the pillars, all the wives and family of the Rajah t were 'arranged in a 

row one by one; and it is impossible to forget their beauty, for who 

could look on them without feeling unhappy at 'heart r And when eve

rybody was seated, and I, Ibrahim, :the ;8011 of Candu the m~rchant, 

on a couch between two pillars, the Rajah looked around from time to 

time, and often cast his eyes on the ladies,-when I could perceive that 

his heart was gladdened, for. his conntenance glowed with satisfa.ction, 

giving pleasure to all. 

Among aU the ladies there were lfix who were most' beautiful, seated 

in chairs, being pregnant, some two, others six months; but there was 

one of the wives of the Rajah beautiful to' excess, and she was eight 

months gone with child. She was kind and delightful to Jook at, bf a 
beautiful small make, and she sat in froilt of a, large pillar, while Q Den-

fit AmbasSildofS. t A printed list of the subjects of the Disputatious .. 

;t: 'fh, 'Visitors of the Go!ernor.General. 
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galee moved a large fan bebind her. 'Vhoever gazed on her felt kind. 

ness and love, and became unhappy. She resembled Fatima, the wife 

of I, ibrahim, the son of Candu the merchant, but she was more 

beautiful. 
It is the custom of this great country, tha.t the wives of the Rajah al. 

ways 'sit on the left side of the throne. They have neither diamonds, nor 

t;ats.eyes, nor rubies, nor aga.tes ; -yet they are beautiful, and their dress 

is bewitching. Some looked talI'and others short, but I did not see,them 

stand; they appear~d happy, and gljstened like fish fresh caught. 

Su~h,! proud Bengala's King and court, 

'Where chiefs and . champions brave resort, 

With ladies happy, gl,lY, and free, 

As fishes in Bengala's sea! 

'One beauty shone amid thEl'throng, 

I mark'd her nose so fair and long, 

So fitted to_h~ pretty pole. 

Like a nice toad-fish,m. its hole-• 

• One beauty small> amid the row, 

Did like the fair Sanangin show; 

None softer smil'd amid them'aI!';' 

.small was her mouth, her stature small, 

Her visage blended red and pale, 

Her pregnant waist' a sw~lling sail. 
, ' 

Another's face look~ d broad and bland, 

Like pamtiet floundering on the sand t ; 
Whene'er she turned her piercing stare, 

She seemed alert to. spring i~ air.' 

• In :Malay termed, kantasa or toduda·fish. 
, . 

t Ill'Malay termed bQrDal. 

CC 
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Two more I rn:.vk'd in black array. 
Like the sa1,isdic"- dark were the,; 

Their s1Jn.s,. their faces fair and red, 

And white the flesh beneath lay hid. 

'I1tese pretty fiE>h, so 'li~he and brave" 

To, see thtm frisking on tbtl'wave! 

Were, I an. angler in the Ilea, 

These fishes were the fish for mt ! • 

Some time aft('r everyone was seated, an aged bintara stooa up and 

addressed the HaJah; but I, Ibrahim. tD:e son of Candu the merchant, 

did not understand him, although I have learnt Arabic. When this 

bintara had finished his speech, he Jooked round' to all. Two sida~si· 

das t, who were youths, went each into dark wood cases t~at had 

been placed in front of the Rajah, and then began. to addrf>ss and reply 

to each other. Four times, as t:b& YQutbSJ bec~ fatigued, they were 

relieved by others. They spoke illl dltferemt languages, but not in Malay; 
therefore I was disappointed, because 1 cooM noe understand them. 

After the Rajah had amused hiTnself with their speaking, and was 

tired of it, every body stood U1" and he g~ve to each who had spoken 

titles, and to those who had not, he gave papers" and small packets tied 

with re4 string, for red is the Englis4 co,l~rr \v'hat. these packets con

tained I don't know, but one f~LL \0- the grouoo. i.:om thE" hand of the 

bintara, and it sounded like metaJr; it must have- been gold or silver, and 

as large' as a dollar. First, the bintarn ,,,ith· the- green eyes, (for it is the 

custom that the eldest bintara should have green shades before his eyes, 

that he may not be dazzled by the greatness Qf the Rajah, and f~rget 
his duty,) brought the books and pack~ts .. and de1iver~d them to the 

bintara with the black bajee t~ from. whOSE! ha.nds the Rajah rec~ived 

them one by one, in order to present them to the youths. The papers 

glistened, and were beautiful to look at; and they contained much u rit-

• The Dame of a fish of a dark colour. 

t Coat. 

t The students. 
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jng for the youths to learn against the next time the Rajah might call 
them together. 

, When this was over, the Rajab~ who ,had hitherto remained silent, 

~d spoken only by his kind looks and smiles, took from the skirt of 

his bajee, on the left side, a book; and, after everJt one had taken his 

place, and the Bengalees with gGld and silver 'Sticks, ;md some with 

whisks to keep the flies off, had arranged themselves behind t~e R~jah, 

he spoke aloud fr0!D the book; .and how long did I hear the :Ra~~'s 

voice f Everyone was pleased. but I regretted that it was not in 1\£a: 
lay, for who could J?lderstand it ! 

While the Rajah was reading aloud, the sepoys entered from one end 
I- ) I I 

of the hall, and marched along, passing the $ide of the throne, but be-

hind the pillars. The meaning of this custom I do not comprehend, 

but it was nod~ubt some compliment to the RajahJ who seemed pleased, 
and raised his voice while every pn~ stirred. 

After the Rajah had finished he got up, because no'one sat down any 

longe~, except the ladies, and I (ol~~wed my Tuan out ot the hall; but 

I did not hear cannon, nor music, nor acclamations, for the ,English 

delight in sil~ce.. . 
It was three days after before I could think of\1 and recollect all I had 

, . 
~en onthis great day. I LWrite.this histery" tbZJtmm. may not be 19no-
Tant 'Of Bengal, o,fld of the manners ana CU$toms tOf the great Raja.h 'Of 
the Englisb_;- and it is written at Bengal,- 'bYUle, .Ibrahim, the son of 
Candu the merchant, in t}Je thirtieth year of my age, and Oil. the day 
'of Khamls, being th~ twenty-seventh day of tile mOllth of Shaaban • .and 

'in the year ()f the flight of the Prophet e.f God one . .thot.lSand two llun-, 
dred 'arid twenty-five. 

THIS IS THE BNJ). 



~04 APPENDIX. 

No. III. 

. 
T:qE STORY OF KERAAT ARJOON, 

Or tlte Penance that Ar:joon performed to Eswar, on tile summi~ of tlte 

stupendous 1llountain. 11ldra Keela~ree·, as related in the' second 

Adage of the third PurlJum (if the lUaha Barut, called Arun'!Ja Par

vum: extracted from a 1ellinga lrJanuscript. Illustrated b!l a Repre

sentation of the IStor,Y Sculptured 011 the Rock of 1I1avellipoorum t ; 
translated by C. V Ramasawmy. Bramin, for J.lfajor JJackenzie, 3d 

1 

May 1808. 

THE DEPARTURE OF ARJOON. 

AUGUMENT. 

AT the end of the Dwapar Yug the Pancha .. Pandoos (the five'sons of 
Pandoo Rajah), of the Chandra Vumsham. (or ~foQn ;Race); haring lost 
a\ play, in ~he Crutra t J udum, to their cousin Duryodam, the supreme. 
empir~ (or Yek-chuckra-adee Putty), of all. these countries, he obliBed 
them to go into banishment, with their ,consort Drawputty, into the fo
rests,_ there to remain in retirement for twelve y~ars, and, one year in 
close seclusion, according to the agreement made by Rajah Dhurm, the 

* The mountain of the illusion of Indra. 

t See the Plate, page 159. 

i The celebrated war o~ the Maha.Bliarut, wherein the two families of Coo roo and Pan. 

«lava contended for the crown of India, arose from this Crutra..} udum. See an account or 
it in the introduction to the Bagvat Geeta, translated bll\1r Wilkins. 
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eldest ()( the Pa~do~, at the closing 'of their game, when they had lost aU 

tbeir effects and kingdom_ 

Rajah DhurIl\ ~t first proceeded. with his four brethren, his beloved 

consort; and a'numerous" train of faithful followers ~ and passing through 

many deep and gloomy forests. they, at last, after a long and tedious 

journeys arrive(l<in the fore~t o~ Dwita Vanum, celebrated among the ten 

famQus forests of Bbarut-Cundum. 

There, ~hile Drawputty bewailed the misfortune they had met, through 

t~e gui1~ and wicked, stratagem of Duryodl~m) Rajah.Dhurm held coun

~il "with hi.s brQthers,.hoW' to .aveng~.$emselves of their powerful enemy 

as soon as their term,of banishment, had expired; and resolved to send 

his second brother, Aljoon, whose fortitude and valour w3:s' distinguished 

,among tlw nve valiant brethren, to .the famous mountain of Indra-Keel

a~rees,-,to perform Vogra-Tapll-su,,(the most austere species of penance), 

thereby tQ obtain t)l(~ devast~wn from. the Lord or Oevatas. Having 
thus determined~ and:Arjo~n being instructed in mystical muntrums, by 

the ~irtue of which ~e qlight,a.ttain the way to the divine favpur of Eswar, 

.by the permission pr'h.i~, elde~t brattier. ,Raj ah· Dhl1rm, taking leave of bis 

'mourning consoD: prowputty, he proceeded thenpe~ miattended am\ alone, 

jn the direction of tha north),cflSt;. aQd after meeting pia,ny ~nd variQus 

,evil., demons ~n<l boly fitoph~ts. in his way .. he crossed the venerated 

mount~ins of Htmaley~ ,~n(J;, Gunda-,Madanum, and at last begun to 

,.a~·cend th~ ce.leb~ated\a\ld lofty ~ountain oflnura~Keeladree. Voyuva, 
, . 

the god of ,the! winds;:,~: be proceeded, fanQed llim ~itP his pleasant 

~breezes, Vl;hich .seeme..;! a.t. ti/ll~$ softly to whisper, and at times more 

loudly to pr,ocl~iQl,' " Behold the hero, the conqueror of his cruel adver

" saries ;'? white, at the same time, the Poshpa-y rosty descended in show

,ers from .. the,Anlf\!t!chum (the,sublime expanse of beaven)t upon tbe asto

nished. At:,joonJ " 

• Upwards of 5000 Yogees and Poorahits, as the traditions relato~ 
, ,~ i \ ~~ ( , . ," .. 
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'Shortly after. Arjoon heheld an laged (Vroodtha *l Bramin lSitting un

der the shade of a lofty tree, but, though old and ,emaclated, his ~unte
narrce was divincly bright. Arjoon, on beholding -him, reverentl~pros
trated himself at his feet, and then sat down and reposed by hi,s sidep 

TIle aged Bramin dwn said, '" Wbeoce come you, whose noble eounre
« nance bespeaks benevolence and hjgh birth? Being here, you sball ob: 

" tain the fruits of all your vows. These 'are habitations of 'the self ... re

et strained, the n(lorers of the sopreme. To these dwellings o( theSounta 

" Tapasees may nut approach the waniors, the heroes of the Chatreya 
U race, the bearers of the bow and arrow, and of destructive aMnii;'· By 
this discourse did the Lord of Devatas (for;t was he himself who assttm

ed the -character of an aged Bramin) endeavour tCi) persuade Arjoon to 

lay his bow and arrows aside; but the prudent and sage hero, 'with ... 

nobte f-ortitude, resisted the insidious ,advice to part with his arms, even 

for a moment. Sahastraah then, ~pteased with his constancy, and assum

ing his real form, appeared in all his majesty and said, ~, Oh! ArjooD, 
J 

f' choose what you wish, I shall bestow whatever you desire." 'Then 

Arjoon, with closed hands, replied, "bh, Dava! I desire the Dava.

"c Asttnm; graciously bestow this immortal weapon, bY' your favour.At 

He replied, «What, is it a difficult matter to gratify this boon? Rathet

~c ask the P'Ona Lokurot, and the Davatum." aut Arjoon answered, 

c, }.iy chief wish, my fixed desire, IS ~() obtain'the divine arrow, a:nd,,to 
"be ave~i~.Qf my- enemies, who have deeply injured, and disgraICeful .. 

" 1y banished my brethren and myself in'to the forest. I have now It;ft 
" theln in the dista.nt wilds lamellting their disgrace, and hav"e -come to 

C'C obtain t1w~e weapons, to avenge their cause." Dev-Indra then took 

.. TIM Vl'Oodha Bramia was 00 ,other than too Lord~f Dental Raja-Jndur JUma:lf, who 

assumed this disguise, to try the fortitude of Arjoon. This is the emaciated ,igUM '8een 

sitting at the f~t of the rock. of MaveUip'o.or, and not Drona.Ac~ry, aa the BramilU- there 

foolishly say. t 

_ t Punya. Lokum, literally the wodd of Virtue, or rather the abode of the virtuous ia 
HeaTeD. t 
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compassion 00. his distress, and counseUed, him to- go tn a. suitable? place 

to worship, Eswar. by who8et €a.v~~ he would surely obtain the celestial 

PalIsoput-astrum. 

Aceord~ngt'y,. Arjoon thence aseend~d to'thp highest summit of H e

maleya, Purwutt, to perform tapass. There be found a delightful grove, 

abounding in lofty trees and fragrant shrubs, producing various fruits and 

flowers, wat~red by pleasant pools, by sarovaras aDd purest streams, 

wh~reon on the Jove}y eamalas"the_water-lily of purest whittt, arulthe Ca

I'aPlara ~f deepest tinge, displayed their brightest hu~s; and while the ce

lestial bamsa stately swam, before his eyes, and the pleasant strains of ce

lestial music reached his ears,.~ the sweet odours of fragrant heavenly 

flowers- and shrtlbs delighted his 'smelling organ~, and filled b,im with ad

miration. Htl t~en began his de'V()tiOll to- the Almighty Param-Eswar 
in the three preS€ribed modes of Mana·,. Vauk t, and Neyamat. 

In this manner he spent the first montb in his devotion, taking food 

only every fourth day. .DQring the secoml month. he took food every 

seventh· day; in the third month~ be ate' ooJ, Oflce a fortnight; and for 

the-- fourth- month, witly. both- his ar~ extended-, and lifted npy 'he stood 

itnm'Oveable,. on the large toe of a single leg" inhaJi~g ~ the air as his 

only food and su<stenance oi life. The neaxest Ro~~hees, se~ing the seve

rity of his dE-v0.tion, were astonished', and said among themselves, surely 

fire wilt issue- frQm the intense f~vour of his tapass, and jm~iat~ly 
4f ' 

went and reported what they had seen to ~wa.r, who was pleased. with, 

his piety and devotiQn, and promised them to grant his desires" or4ering 

- them at the same time' to. retire~ to their several Asramums .. 

Tlten Es~al" assumed the garb of. a. Kerata Yarooka of short arm9'. 
Hclding a bow and arrow iB his bands, he directed aU his BboQtums (or de
mons) to attend him. Some following, and others going Qn before him, he 

• Mana, that species ot devotion whicIi proceeds froM the heart ill' profOWldl silence .. 
t Vank, delotion ofl'ered by tbeaudible'eJl"usions ofspeec:lt. 

t Ne)'ama, devotion assisted by the ceremonial purifications, pt'e8()ribed bY'law. 

~ Vayoobacha Arig, I. e. "e~ting the wind." 
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proceeded from his residence into the depth of the forest, with lou,d cries 

and noises, as if in purbuit of the chase to kill, wild animals and game. 
At these loud and hard cries the beasts of th~ forest, alarmed, ran on aU 

sides confusedly, and the birds ofthe air, in flocks and in t.error, winged 

their way in'various directions. 
N(lW Eswar, determined to try the courageous mind of Arjoon, sent an 

evil Racha8a, ~1'ook Asoor, in the 5hape of a wild boar, to terrify tbe hero, 

who, seeing this ferocious ani~al approach, undismayed instantly prepar .. 

ed to dischar~e Ill', arrows at him; but the king of the Keratas, following 

close uehind, c: 11t'11 (lut, "Strike not, nor kill my game." But, unmind. 

ful of his wonls,A~ioon discharged a shaft. At the same moment the king 

of Keratas shot 11i3 arrow also at the wild animal. Struck by both ,the 

arrows, the boar felllifcless, and the Rachasa instantly disappeared, re
suming his original form. ..\rjoon surprised," but Dot appalied, beheld 

the king of Keratas advancing, surrounded by a numerous host of fol

lowers and companions, and a thousand wild, frantic, skipping females·, 

and demanded of him, " 'Vho art thou? What is the cause of your com

" .ing into 1heRe sacred retreats t-this forest secluded from aU mortals, 

" and little suited to wild fantastic gambols? flow dared you to shoot 

" your arrows on 1he hoar that was first struck by my shaft, contrary to 

" the laws of hunti ng and the chase? I shall instantly put you to deatb.u 

To this the Kerata king contemptuously laughed and replied, H In vain 

" in your pride you boast of your courage and valour to me ! Su~h idle 
t( words are vain. I ~lew the boar; and if you are bold enough to contend 

" witlune in combat, I am ready, and sha,ILcrush your boasted strength." 

At;.joon, enraged by this language, discharged at once a shower of arrows 

at him. They fell thick as rain, but Eswar receiv~d them unmoved .. and 

• This description of the king of Kerata9, attended by these troops of frantic bacchanals, 

seems to have some resemblance to the invasion of the ancient Indians by Silenus and hi. 

frantic troops of female Totarics. 

t Chitra.vanum:, (orbidden forest. 
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insta.ntly concealed them all in his body with gr~at pride, without a 

single woupd appearing. Then Arjqon, observing this, considered in 

his heart, u Is this Eswar, or is he Cubeta, who renders:all my sharp ar

II rows ineffectual ? 'No others have such power; for; 10! my countless 

" shafts are all expended in vain bn·,him, as· good words are thrown 

CI away withou: effect On Ii senseless Irian; while a single arrow shot by 

~c him inflicts on my body the excruciating pangs of innumerable wea

~, pons; but as this mountain is the residence of holy Rooshees, and of 

« Devata~, one of them perhaps has assumed the form of the Kerata king." 

He then once more shot an arrow at him, that remained in his hand, and 

looking for more into his ne!et-faiIiilg quiver, the famous Achayatoonee. 

rum, the gift of Aghee-hotra, when the famous forest Coundava Vanum 

lVas set' on fire, he found it void as the' empty ocean, when dried at the 

dissolution of the univer$e. ArjooD then, in despair, flung at him his 

Gaandeevum,. his celebrated and superb. bow, the precious gift of the 

sa.nteAgnee-'hotra,.but.in vain'$ it di~ not seem even to tQuch,bim., ,The 

hero' > then plucked up 'Wild trees and 'tugged rocks by strength '{Jf. his 

hand, arid threw them with fury at his opponent's body,. but they all feU 

harmless on earth that. instant 1 ,vh~reupon 'Arjoon, ""dreadfully enraged 

at his disappointment; flew '\\t hiS! opponent. 'and a dteadful combat was 

fought, body ,6, body~ "with clenched ,fists and sinewy arms. There Ar .. 
joon ilisplayedsu~h fortitua&anPivalour.as astonished the inhabitants: of 

the .forests; and" the. DevataS ,from the skies. belietd tllis well-fo~ght. com .. 

bat with admirationland surprise. At length, ej{ha~ted by .th~ tllut,ual 

exertion~ .ofl hard .• kno.cksl aI\d furIous· blows" I tJl~. comba\ants fell. b9th 

.~pent;upon earth\. 

. 1;'hen suddenly; Eswar arose) highly pleased with the·courage and va., 

lour otA'tjoou"and:-appeared. to him in. his true ,'forin, mani,fested,by his 

distingui~hing:sy~bols;'lthe Jatas/the'Endu-Cula-Dhur;, the Trisool in 

highaM, the Garala .. Cont, t~e Gaja.:cb.ermambur .. Dhur.and the. V,OQfaioI 

Bhqjaga.:Dhoo'sbann, and "t11US said. to. him.· .~~ 0, Arjoon I 1 am, w~l1 ·sat 
u tisfied with you~ severe devotion, your·~alour",an4 y,our fo):titude, .. and 
~. D a 
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" shall bestow,alJ your wishes f tIlon shalt 'conqnet the whole'world. 
c. [,o! behold my real form, throngh thy divin~,knowledge." 

Then Pardha, much pleased, prostrated himsel{ before Eswar, and 
praised hill\ witll all his heart, and, with closed hand$ and homage. stand. 
iug before him, said~ "Forgive 'me, Dava,-.I knew _not thou wert &war, 

butmlstookand supposed it was'aKerata. I engaged: IJlUmbly,entreat thy 
forgiveness." TheIl Eswar held up bis bands,m~st graciously. and, with a. 
smiling count. uance, said, cc 0, Dhanemjaya! I havefotgiv.en. thine error, 
" and am grati tir(\ by thy prowess and boldness; in'thy last birth thou wert 

'" the Rajah Ro()shee, named N arroodoo, and witli the other N alTain, both 

" resided ill'th.e forc&t of Badarika, Valium-, leading 8 'retired life in devo
n tion.fdr many years, by which yOIl'aCquired the d~tructive and sup .. 

" porting powel' O\'t'f the world. I concealed thJr great bow, Gur..deevnm, 

U and,the arrows of the Acbayatooneerum, by the'powers of jJlusion;

,~ once already did you formerly conquer the cvil.Racha!3. by ibis celestial 

c~ "l~:eapoll' ;":"tIOW make known thy, -.utmost desire..'" -The£ ArjQon an
swered and earnestly entreat~d,' ~ ~e pleased~ Qf,tby divine grace, to fa
n vour me with the celestial Pfl~SUplltt·Astrum, which ,has- long been the 

4~ first pnd most ~arBest objed of- my wishes. ' Amted with that ,cele
.c brated-wealion·Pausuputt. rwhich.·destroys .tbl1 w<?rld and multitude, 
,# ofman'i.ind;at the end ot ages,-which has the power or producing nn

e« merotIs Trisools .and mortal weapons, shall I-,conquer innumqable 

""demons; '3.~d every evil spirit, the hostile kings ahd chiefs nheeshma, 
~ CUrnalQhd. iht!'bth~t'heroe§,th'atlare adverse to our Ca.~e." 
, ,Tben 'Eswal' '~onferred~ on him- the, Pausuplltt-Astrunl. ,He instructed 

him in the mode of reciting the sacred Muntrums, the Japa, the,Homa,. 
the Ptayogum,. 'and Voopasumllar, saying-, "No otlier Astturn is equal 

.~ to ,thIs i if-you discharge thiS:ttrrow, on whatever o.ccasiqn, it will sure., 
, " 

f' -1~Vciuse tilt:} desttucti6n:()f-tlnf whole woad; its virtne~ are .myslerious 
~"and!un'knoWllt'e1"ell-to:;Indra,;'to: Cllpera,.'toi Varuna, and,~o ~ama.u 
He I tben fblessoo-' lli~'to/ cO'tl{illet the! whole:~or1d with' the.,toPaus1ipuU 
Astruni,. and instanlly: ~i6gppeared. 
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,The Dita, the Daanava, the Yacha, the Rachasa, then perceiving the 
resplendent weapon, the dread Pausuputt, borne in the band of Aljoon, 

were greatly alarmed. At that instant the earth shook, together with the 

ocean, and its seven celebrated stupendous mo~ntains. At that instant, 

Indra flew from hea.ven, with alL his followers; with pure heart and great 

joy, he carried bim to his c~lestial mansion; and the eight Asta Decka

'gas (the' guardians of tbe eight points of tbp. world), bestowed on him 
their",peculiar celestial weapons, with their good blessing . 

. I. Indra, king of the Devatas~ and the lord of the Orie~t, himself of .. 

fered his divine Indrastrum to his beloved son Arjoon. 

~. Agnee, the God of Fire, the Cominander of th~ South East, bestow .. 

ed his, fiery arrow, the Agnee .. Astrum, on Arjoon. 

3. Yama, Commander of the South, granted his death.disposing club, 

the Dungum, to Arjoon. 
'" 4. N yrootea, God of the South 'V est, offe~ed the Cuntum to the hero. 

5 .. Varuna, the God of the Ocean, and Commander of the West, con

Jerred his watery arrow, called V 3:runastru~. 
6. V01oova, Lord of 'Vinds, and Commander of the North 'Vest, be

stowed his windy arrpw, the Voyuvastrum . 

." 7.. Cubera, the God of W eaIth, Q.ll~ Commander ~r the &r~ present
ed his arrow; called the Cuberastrum. . 

8~ Ee~aart Comman~er of the North', East, At the nrst bestowed his 

mighty Pausuputt. 

There is a curious circumstance ,in this paper, relating' to the ancient 

manners of the Hin400s. Drawputtyappears clearly to have 'been the 

wife of all the five Pandoos. In Ceylon some <?f the inhabitants perse-: 

vere i~ the custom of maki~g one wo~an the wife of severa1,. and in Bom

bay the caste of coppers~iths (as I was informed) have the same usage. 

, . 
THE END. 
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