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.. Often as I read in the books of histories and cosmography the marvelloUl thingJ whereof th~,. make 

" mention, especially in the East parts of the world, there was nothing that could pacu,. my unquiet mu¥l, 
ce until I had with mine eyes seen the truth thereof, and in my own person beheld the situation..ol .andt 
ce and regions, with the manners and customs of men; and variable forms, shapes, natures, and proprieties of 
.. beasts, fruits, and trees; especially such as are among the Arabians, Persians, and JndiaJll. And whereas, 

" in the searching of these things, we have, thanked be GOD, satisfied our desire, we think negertheless that 

.. we have done little, except we should communicate to other such thing. a. we have .een and had es

" perience of; that they likewise, by the reading thereof, may take pleasure; for wbo<e lake. we have 

ce writ:en this long and dangerous disrourse of things which we have seen in divera regions and .eet. of men; 

.. desiring nothing more than that the truth may be known to them that desire the same. But what in 

ce commodities and troubles chanced to me in these voyages, as hunger, thirst,cold,heat. """. captivity, 
ce terrorl, and divers other such dangers, I will declare in their due place." 

T,Il'P'u ~V&.TOMAlnlu';1I 1503. 

* * * * * 
.. The eastern front was glorious to behold, 

.. With diamond fiaring, and Barbaric gold • 

.. There Ninlls shone, who spread th' Assyrian fame, 

.. And the great founder of the Persian name: 

.. There, in long robes, the royal magi ~tan.s; 

.. Grave Zoroaster waves the circling wand; 

" The sage Chaldzans rob'd in white appear'd, 
cc And Brachmans, deep in desert woods rever'd. 
ec These stopp'd the moon, and call'd tb' unbodied shades 

" To midnight banquets in the glimmering glades; 
.. Made visionary fabrics round them rise, 

.. And airy spectres skim before- their eyes; 

.. Of Talismans and Sigils knew the power, 

.. And careful watch'd the planetary hour; 

" Superior, and alone, CONFUCIUS stood, 
.. Who taught that useful scie~e, to be good ... 

~\ 
Pora. 
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