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PREFACE. 

The documents in this volume were brought together by me when I was Director of 
) 

Records, Bombay Governmeni. They have been buried in the archives of that Government 

or in old journals not easily accessible. To bring them to light and to preserve them" from 

the greedy and devouring jaws of oblivion" is the object of this work. They have been 

printed, letter for letter, exactly as they are in the original papers. Many words occur 

which are not easily accounted for, many names are spelt contrary to orthodox rules, many 

sentences war against the laws of grammar. It has been suggested that the text should be 

edited and the geographical information brought down to the present time. To alter the text 

would, however, ~estroy the old flavour of these travels and their main charm. It was 

proposed to give a list of errata, but after muoh labour it was abandoned as an impossible 

task. No two experts agreed as to what the list should contain. Under these circumstances, 

being but an amateur student of Central Asian geography, I sought the advice of Sir 

Thomas Hol~ich, one of the greatest living authorities on the subject, and he most kindly 
. ' ) 

read the volume for me and came to the decision that it should be published exactly as it has 

been printed. He writes: cc I am glad to find that so useful a series is now put together 

under one COver. They are all of them most valuable, although there is hardly any part of 

the regions deaU with that has not been recently either explored thoroughly or actually 

surveyed." If the lands which these adventurous pioneers first opened have now become 

famil\ar fields of enterprise, the freshness of the tales of their exploits still remains, for they 

are ~~ simple, strong and masculine as the great men who wrote them\ 

I have to thank Professor Margoliouth for having kindly read the proofs of the 

Introduction and for having provided me from his vast store of knowledge with notes essential 

to the quotations from some of the travels. 

It affords me much pleasure to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered me in the 

preparation of this volume by my former Head Assistant Mr. Balvant Mahadev whose 

labours as Custodian of the Bombay Records can only be appreciated by those who have seen 

their results! 

The introduction has no official character or authority. 

!FFLEY t OXON., 

28th July 1905. 

'B ~oa-II 

GEORGE WILLIAM FORREST. 
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304 NARRATIVE OF A' JOURNEY TO SHOA.. 

I APPENDIX. 

Route from Tajura to jinlcobar pursued by Major H"{R~IS in 1814. . 
Names of Stations. 

Xajurah ... 
Ambabo ... 
DuHool ... 
Sagullo ... 
Wady Lissan 

Bahr Assal ... 

Goongoonteh 
Allooli ... 
Bedikurrool 
Suggadera ... 
Murrah ... 
Dud dee ... 
Gobaad ... 
Sunkul ... 
Sllggagidan 
Dahwaylaka 
o omergooloof 
Amadoo 
Fialoo 

arurudda. B 
K ilulloo 
Wal'amilli 

... ... ... ... ... 
Naga.-koomi ... 
Meinha-tolli 
Madera·dub be. 
SulMUi ... 
Maroo ... 
Moolu-Zughir 
Burdudde. ••• 
Hao ... ... 
Hawa.sh River 
Azb6ti ••• 
Dathara ... 
Dinomali ... 
Fa.rri ... 
Alio Amba .•• 

Ank6bar ... 

... 

... ... ... . .. 

... 
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ,. ... 
". 
••• ... . .. ... . .. ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
". . .. ... 
. .. 

Total Distance 

,I 
, 

DIJITANCE •• 
J 

I 
Miles. Furl. 

.. . p' ... 

... 3 4. ... 7 .. , .. . 2 4 ... 14 . .. 
t .. 16 . .. 

~ ... 16 . .. ... 9 .. . ... 16 .. . 
8 . ... ... .. . 4 ... .. 15 . .. ... 12 . .. 

" . 4 . .. ... 7 ... ... 9 4 ... 8 4 .. . 7 4 . .. 3 4. . .. 15 . .. . .. 12 ... ... 7 . .. . .. 15 . .. .. 15 . .. . .. 15 4 ... 17 . .. ... 13 . .. 
.' . 13 . .. ... 9 • •• . .. 15 . .. ... 11 ... ... 12 4: ... 12 -4 . .. 5 . .. . .. I 4 . .. 13 ... . .. 5 ... , 

-... 370 . .. 

. 
Eleva.tion above Supply of the level of La.titude and Longitude. Wa.ter. the sea.. 

Well 
( La.t. 11 0 46' 35" N. ... ...... t Long. 43u' 0 - 20" E. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. ... ...... Lat. 110 40' 15" N. 

None ... 1,697 

Do. { Below {J.Jat. 11· 37' 30" N. ... 570 Long. 42° 33' 6" E. 
Stream. 
Pool .. . 228 

Do. 
Do. .. . . ..... Lat. 110 19' 3" N . . 

Well . .. ...... Lat. 11° 17' 3" N. 
Pool. 
River . .. 1,057 Lat. 11 0 0' 54" N. 
Pool. 
None • - Lat. '10· 53' 0" N . . .. , ...... 
Pool, 1,228 
None. 
Pool. 
• Do. . .. 1,605 
None. 
Pool. .. 1,542 Lat. 10° 34' 33" N. 

Do . ... 1,702 
None . 
Pool. 
None 

Do. 
IJake • 
None • 
Pool. 
None ... . ..... Lat. 9~ 39' 13* N. 
River . .. 2,223 
Pool. 
Stream. . .. 2,944 

Do . 
Do. 
Do . . .. 5~271 

• po • . .. 8,200 { La.t. 9° 34' 45* N. 
Long. 39° .54' f1' E • 

• 
• 

. 

, By the p .... ge of the polar atar over the meridian the magnetio variation at- ADkobar waa observed, with th, aid of a weU-regulated 
ohronometer, to be 7' westerly. 

, The ~ongi~de wal determined both bl a IMlrle~ of lunai'll' aue! by the eclipse. of Jupiter" aatellitea, the meaa of llpwardl 01 150 
oblervationl belDS takea. . 
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