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AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 

- No. 1.-->-

I N D I A. 

:;ORRESPONDENCE respecting the Preparation of a REPORT on SLA.VERY in 

India by the Law Commissioners. 

LEGISLATIVE DESPATcn to India, dated 29 August (No. 14) 1838. 

No. I. 

IN DIA. 

Para. 1. IN our despatch in the Public De- (29) Legislative Letter, 31St August (NO.3) 18S5: 
>artment, dated 10th December No. 44 of 1834 Reference to the Law Comnussloners of Court's orden; 

, . h 2 on the subject of slavery. 
)aras. 71 to 75, we drew your attentIOn to t e 
neans to be pursued for the pntigation of the state of slavery in India, with a 
dew to its extinction at the first safe moment. 

2. In your reply in the Legislative De~artment, dated 31st August, No.3, of 
l835, para. 29, you informed us that this delicate question would shortly be 
'eferred to the Law Commissioners, which reference appears to have been made 
mder your resolution of thEt same date. 

3. We have not since received any:' communication from you on the subject. 
4. A notice now stands on the Order-book of the House of Commons for the 

llext seSElion, "To bring. under the consideration of The House the state of 
Slavery in India," and it is most important that we should have the means of 
placing before the Legislature a clear and complete view of the subject, in all its 
relations to the well-being of the numerous parties affected by it. _ 

5. We desire that the attention of the Law Commissioners may be immedi
ately recalled to this question, and that we may receive, with as little delay as 
possible, a Report on the means of carrying out remedial measures to the fullest 
practical extent. . 

We are, &c. 
(signed) J. L. Lushington. 

R. Jenhi'1l8. 
London, 29 August 1838. 

\ 
&c. &c. &c. 

EUllACT !¢GISLATIVE LET'l'ER rlm India, dated 4 May (No. 13) 1~40. 
Para. 124. THE government of B~mbay being competent to pass orders on Jteport of La..." 

this application, we did not interfe in the. matter, but our collf.>ague, Mr. ~.ommu'8ion Oil 

Amos, took the opportunity of remark ng that, 1n the forthcoming Report respect.. "lawry. 
ing slavery, which had occupied much of the time of the Law Commission, the 
po/tion which related to Bombay was In a very unsatisfactory state, none of the 
members of that body possessing any general knowledge of the state of slavery 
in the Bombay preSIdency. Mr. Borradaile, shortly after this, arrived in Cal. 
cutta, and his appointment to the Law Commission was notified to your 
honourable Court III our despateh (No. !3), dated ~7 Ja~uary 1840. 

ExTRACT LEGISLATIVB D~PA'rCa: to India, dated 29 July (No.9) 1840. " 

Para. 20. WE hope soon to receive a J.leport Letter from, dated !aut October (No.'!a4) 1839 (119): 
from. the Law CotnIJ?issioners on the $uhject of Refere,ncll to the Law Commlsqll>D respectmg ,1~"fY' 
slavery in.IQ.dia generally. Pa;liament and th.~ .puplic are becoming iI\lpatient 

. at the del\lY. . ' ... 
~38 •. , . 



No. J. 

INDIA. 

. 
CORRESPONDENCB ON, THE SLAVE r;rRADE, , . 

EXTRACT LEGlSLA.TIVE LETTER from India, dated 1.6 ~ovember (No. 19) 
, 18~O. 

Matters referred to Law 
CommlssiOll. 

Para. 29. To obviate the ~elay.which would occur in printing at the 
Military Orphan Press the entire Report on t.he state of slavery in India, 
prepared by the Indian Law Commissioners, permission was requested 
to employ another ,press in printing, simultaneously, aU, or such portions 
of it as could not conveniently be performed at the Orphan Press. 
Tl1e ~ntire Report, it is -computed" will -occupy about 1,850 pages of 
printing, some portion of which, already printed, has been l'eceiv~d 

Proposal to print a por
tiol! of the Slavery ReporL 
of the Law CommissIOn in 
anothe( press. 
Leg. Cons. 'J.7 April 1840, 
No.8 and 9. 

. hyus. " . 
30. We saw no objection to the emplo~en~ of another press, if the Military 

Orphan ,Press, already engaged on the work, were unable to complete it within 
the requisite time; but if it could complete the work within the tim.e, and in 
the manner desired by the Law Commissioners, we were of opinion that prefer
ence ought to be given to it. 

LEGISLATIVE DEsrATCH to India, (lated 3 March (No.8) 1841. 

Slavery REport. Para. 1. By yourletter of the 16th of N ovem berlast (para. 29) we were; apprised 
t}Jat the Report of the Law Commissioners on th-esubject of slavery had been com
,ple.ted, and that arrangements had been made for printing it ,with expedition • 
. Some, portion of the Report 'Was stated at that time to nave been printed and 
. laid before you .. Under these cirCllItista.lU!e&, we regret that we have not been 
furnished with a copy ot that document .by the mail despatched in the end of 
December. We! feel ass"Qred that 'We may rely upon receiving it by the next 
mail; but, .in ordet io guard ag~t the :risk of disappointment in that respect, 
we 'desire that, unless already done. three copies of the Report may be forwarded 

, by the first mail, after your receipt of this despatch, with a view to its being laid 
before the two H6'ilSes of ParlIament. 

·We,'&c. 
(signed) W. B. Bayley. 

London, 3 March 1841. 
G. Lyall. 

&t. &c. &c. 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE CONSUL~ATIONS, 27 April 1840. 
) 

(No.8.) 

From J. C. C. Sut"herland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, 
to T. H, J,:laddocA, Esq. Secretary to Government of India, dated' 4 Apnl 
1840. c , 

Sir, 
No.8. THE Repol·t at large on the state ofIndian slavery which the Law Commissioners 

will submit to the Right .honourable the Governor-general of India in Conncil 
WIll include: 1. A~review of the evils t£'sulting from. slavery in India, founded 
on the evidence taken by the Law Commission and official documents to which 
they have had access, with suggestions of remedial measures. 2. A digest 1>( 
such evidence and documents, divided into ~ctions, applicable sever..J.ly to 
the provinces dependent on the three Presidencies. 3. Appendix containing 
eVIdence taken, and offiCial documents collee d by the Law Commission, and . 
not yet printed. _ : 

2. The whole, it is computed, wIll occupy bout 1,8S0 pages of printing, of 
wnich 140 are now printed,. being part of ih third -of the, abOve subdivislOns. 
The remaining part of. th~ same third subdiv sion will occupy about 73 printed 
pages. . ' , .. ", 

3. On a reference to the superintendent f the Military Orphan Press, the 
Law Commissioners find. as appears by the 'fier hereunto annexed, that to pass 

. through the press the whole of the unprint J matter will require .the, delay at: 
, ~ about 



AND, ~EASURES:TAKEN FOR 1T8 ABOLlTION. 

ab Ilt four or five months, and to effect it in that time there must be no inter
ru tion, and the press must have extra printers. It is apprehended that the 
fir and second of the above subdivisions will, from the nature of them, as con
sis mg of composition and not of official returns, rE'quire much more correction 
th n the third part. ' , 

:;' To obviate the inconvenience of the delay~ the, Law Commissioners request 
p mission to employ another press in printing $imultaneously all Qr suoll parts' 
of the two first subdivisions as Play be found convenient. 

They solicit. th!s perm.ission; because they understand that the orders of Go
v ment require 'that all public printing' business 'be sent to the \ Military 
o J>han Press. ' 

I have, &c. 

f
' Indian Law Commission, 

4 ~prll 1840. 
I 

(signed) J. C. C. 'Sutherland, 
Secretary;' 

~rom G. H. Huttmann, Esq. Superintendent Orphan Pxess, to J. C. C. Suther. 
I land, Esq. Secretary to the,Ip.diau. Law Commission, dated 4 April 1840. 

Dear Sir, 
. RECKONING, as you say, the appenpix no~ passing through the press 'to make 

.1,800 or 1,900. pages, fools~ap, and 110 further interruptions occurring either in 
supply of copy or detention, o( proofs, I: calculate the whole can be got out In 

.four or five months. Additional Mnds sful,l,l be put on, ~nd ,not an hour lost Qil 

the work., '" . 
, lilm, &c" 

(signed) G. H. H1J,ttmann, Superintendent, 
O~han Press, 4 April 1840. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) J. C. C. Sutherland, Secretal'Y. 

(No. 210.) 

No. I. 
INDIA. 

From T. H. Maddock, Esq. Secretary to the Government of India, to J. C. No. iJ. 
C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated 27 
April 1840. ' , ' 

Sir, 
I HAl'E the honour to'acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No.8) dated 

the 4th instant, and to inform you in reply that th~ Right honourable, the Go
vernor-general in Council sees no objection to the employmellt of another press 
for printing the Report on Indian slavery, should the Military Orphan Press • 

. already, engaged ~n this work, be un~le to complete it within the requisite 
time; > but If the latter press be able to complete the work within the tIme and 
in the manner desired by the Law Commissioners, it is his 'Lordship's opinion 
that the preference should be giyen to it. ' . ) 

I bave, &C. 

(signed) ; T. H. Maddock, 
Secretary to the Government ot India., 

Council Chamber, 27 April 1840. ' . . 

:82 



No.2. 
I ND IA. 

I 

No. 14. of 1838, 
dated ~9 August. 
No 15, of 1838, 

,-.5hi1ed 1I6 Sept. 

• CORRESPONDENC~ ON .. THE 'SLAVE '';fRAPE, 

.4 

, , 

N 'r.l' , - O. ~~-

STATE of SLAVERY generally; 'Protection of Slave~; power Qf CorJ.:edtion p>s; 
I " sessed by-a Master over his Slave; ~bjections to any Legislative Enactment 

defining the Rights of Masters; proposed Law, enacting that Offences against 

't',S!av~s ,shall be punis~able ~ th~ sam~ :ruan~er'as Oftences committed agai~s~ 
..Free Persons; Law "and Practice 'relative to the ~ale of Children. , 

( .. ~ 1 

.' LE~ISiATIYE DESPATCH to1ndia,' d~ted 26 September (No. ;: ,) 1838. 
, 

OUR attention h!).s ,been drawn to the observations on the, subjek,of slavery 
contained in Note (B.), which is appended by the Law Commissioners' to the 
Penal Code., In those observations, it i~ recommended (' that no act falling under 
the definition of an 'ofFence should be exempted from punishment because it is 
committed by. a master agai.nst a slave." This reJ;!ommendation has, our entire 
conC'1.J'l'ence, and we desire accordingly, with' reference to our'despatch on th:s 
subjec~, under date the 29th of August,last (No. 1~), t9at you will lose no time 
in passinb, 'an enactment'to, the foregoing effect: L I I , ., > ' 

, , . . We are, &C. 
, I (signed) J. L. Lushington. 

R. Jenkins • 
London, 26 Sept\. bet '1838. • j i\ 

f '1 &c. &.0. &c. 

EXTRACT LEGISU'l'IV~ LETTER fro,m lJUlia; dated 11 February (No. 4J of 1839.-

Para ... 1- WE h~ve the'honour.po acknowledge the receipt of your despatches 
.Doted in the margin. ' . . 

2. The former of these despatches, requiring a report upon the state of slavery 
in India, was received at the Presidency on the 24th "November last, and was 

L,~. ¢ODS.:, referred to the Law Commissioners for the preparation of the required 
5 I!I1llv. 1838, No. 11 to 14· report on the 26th idem. The Commissioners' replr, dated the 8th 

2b No". - NO.3 to 6. 1 . .!' d h th bl I' h . h 17 Dec. _ No ..... & 45. u tlmo, lnlOrme us t at ey were una e to comp y Wit your WIS es 
4- feb, 1839.' by opportunity of the steamer, which, according to public announce-

ment, is to leave Bombay on the. 25th instant. . , 

Lt'g Cons. "l 
7 Jlln. 1839, 
1\0$. 1 and SI. 

3. Aware, however, of your anxiety to be furnished at the earliest opportunity 
with ;lil the information which had been collected upon the subject by the Law 
Commissioners, in consequence of your recent directions, Mr. Amos. as presi
dent of the Commission, laid before us on the 4t4 instant the examinations 
(copies of 'which are forwarded herewith) which had been taken pursuant to 
such' directions; and we were about to forward these separately, when ,we 
received a Report on the subject from the' Law Commissioners, whicq we 
.tratismit wIth' this despatch,' in the hope of its reaching Bombay in time for' 
the steamer, reserving.ou'r own sentiments on the subject to be forwarded, !lfter 
due consideration, by a future opportunity. ' . " , , . , 

4. The subject of your despatch, No. 15, is included in the Report of the 
Commissioners now forwarded. ' 

I k 
, . 

LETTER from the GovEnNOR-GE~ERAL in th'e ie~i~lative Dep~rtment, dated 'I 

6 May (No.1) 1839", ~. I • , " 

~ . , ~ . " 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company: .. 
Honourable Sirs, .' , <", , " • • • 

" WITII rere~ence to your Honourable Court's despatcil, No. 15 (26 September) ' .. 
~f 1838, the Honou,rable the President in Con~cil, baYing su?mitted fo~ ;o.y' 

. oplDlOn, 



..AND MEASURESc1'AKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. $ 

opinion, in Mr. Officiating Secretary Grant's letter of the 8th ultimo"the ques~ 
tion whether any law having for its object the protection of the slave agamst ill
treatment by his master, should now be promulgated, or whether nothing should 
be done in the matter of slavery in India, pending a reply to the reference made 
to your Honourable Court by the Honourable the President in, Council. in his 
despatch; No. '4' (11th February) of 1839,'1' have considered it advIsable to 
&ubmit my views on 'this subject in'my'Minute, teeorded under date 'the 6th 
instant, a copy ()f which I have the honour to transmit herewith for your infor
mation, in order that my sentiments may receive the consideration of your 
honourable Court at the'same time' with the rest of the papers already f9rwarded 
in the despatch above alluded to. ' -

2. CopIes ofthe letter from Mr. Officiating Secretary Grant of the 8th April 
last, and of the papers~ specified1n the 5th -paragraph '()f"that cotnmunication~ 
which do not appear to have been sent to your Honourable, Court, accompany 
this despaich. ' , , 

Simla, 6 May 1839, 
" 

I have, &c. 
(signed) , Auckland: 

• r 
1 

• 4. r ~ t \ 

.EXTRACT LE(hsL!,-TIV~ D~SPATCHJO India, qated 11 September ,(No. 14) 1839. 
,,' 

No.2. 
IN 0 IA. 

Para. 38. THIS subject is Un~der consideration. Letter from.~dated 11th February (NO.4) 1839; ditto, 
GOVel'DOr-geneTal's, 6th May (N o. 1). 

Report of tlle Law Commissioners relating to slavery, and MlDute of the Governor-general as to tile 
immediate promulgation of a law for the protection of th~ slave from Ill-treatment by hIS master, or 
whether nothlDg should be done in the matter of slavery in India, pendmg a reply to the reference 
by the Honourable the PreSident III Council of the> 11th Febrnary (No. 4) 1839. 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE- LETTER from, Indiai' dated 16 September (No. 22) 1839.. 

Para. 8. THE subjects- of these despatches hdve engaged much of our atten~ Slavery, Nos. 1+ 
tion, as your Honourable Court will have learned from our letter dated the 11th and 15, of 1838• 
February last (No; 4), and the Governor~generars despatch, dated the 6th May 
(No. 1) ... Further discussions have taken place since the dates of these commu-
nications, which 'Will be reported in due'course. 

J , ; 

LEGISLATIVE LETTER from India, dated 27 January (No, 1) 1840 . . 
TOJhe Honourable the Court of Directors oftha East India Company 

Honourable Sirs~ , 
'IN continuatio~ of the 'despatches noted on, the margin, we ~g Department, ')7 January 1840 

have the honour to .forward to your Honourable Court further PreSident In, Council, NO.4, 11 Feb. 
cOrrespondence which has passed on the subject of your Honour- 1839. ' 
able Court's despatch (No. 15) 26th S~ptember 0(1838, desir- Governor-general; No. 1,6 May 1839. 
iug the enactment of a law to the effect of a provision suggested. Le& C~ns. '1,7, May 1839, Nos. 4 and 6 • 
. N B\ f h d 1 . d > ...... ~Sept.1839,Nos.llto17· 
In ote ( .J 0 t e propose Pena C9de -subwltte by the 21 Oct. 1839 No 1. 
Indian Law Commissioners. vi~. "That whatever is an offence ~4 June 1839, N:' 54. 
when committed against a freeman, shall a180 be _an offence 
when committed against a slave," 

2. On receipt of the Governor-general'$ Minute of the 6th of May, for~ 
warded to your honourable Court, WIth his Lordship's despatch of the same date, 
we proposed, ,for the consideration and opinion of the Indian Law Commission~ 
ers, and of the governments of Fort St. George and Bombay, the following three 
questions, communicating at the same time our own views in regard partIcularly 
to the first of those queStions. -, . 

. First. 'Whether or not it ~s expedient now to pass any law to t~e effect oS that 
dIrected by your Honourable Court. 
" Secondly: Whether. Buppdsing a law of the nature proposed to be determined 

(In, it could- with' just\ce be passed without e'ompensauo~ to the, owners of slaves ;' 
238• ' " ;a 3 . ~ • and, 
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Draft Act, (B.) 
It IS hereby de· 

clared and enact· 
ed, that no act 
which ,would be 
en offence If done 
agamst a free per· 
son, shall be ex
empted from pu
nishment because 
it is done against 
a slave. 

r • 

. CO'RRESPONDENCE ON THE StAVE TRADE,. 

and, generally speaking, ~hat 'compensati?n would he equivalent to the practi~ 
oal change which ~uch a. law would effect ill the value of a ~lave; also !fhether 
it would be. indispensable, i£ the power of moderate ,correctwll he take~ away, 
that soma provisions' fo» enfollcing obedience, in. the. nature of the regulations or 
bye-laws. for enforcing. the obedience of s.enva.nts, should-, be' enacted. ' . 1 

, * ~-+ I l ' 

l.'hirdly. Whe~heJ' ·in' the event of a law of the. nature proposed heipg passed, 
• it would be expedient 

. Draft Ac~, (A.) , , , to pass it in tbe form 
It il!. hereby, decla~d BlId enacted, that whoever as~ults, imprisOIls,' of the Draft (A.), as 

()r~nihcts 11ny boddy mjury uroll" 'any persOIl bemg i. 8~ave,.elther by entered on the margin, 
wayofpumshmentorofcompulsJOn,orlntheprosecu~lonnfanypur- hi h . 't k !tb 
pPlle, or fol" any other eause, OF, un~er any oUler. 'Prete!'t "",hatsoe!er, w. C IS a. en, W + 
under circumstances which would JlO~ have Jus.tili.ed SIlCh.- assaulting, slIght alteratIons, from 
Imprlsonmg, or inflicting boddy lllJury upon such person, if such per. the' draft prepared by 
EO~ had !l0~ been a ~lllve, IS lia~le to be pl,mished by all courts of the, Law Commission. 
crlmmal JUQlcature Wlthm the terrItories subject to the government of . db' 
the East India Company as he would be ltable to be punished byers, an su mltted 
S\\c4 Cour,tS If such perso~ had not beell a .lave. with their Report of 

.. the 1st of February 
1889~ or in the more general form (B.) (also cited). which follows more nearly 
the words of your honourable Court's despatch abqve referred to. 

3. For our detailed vie",s upon the foregoing questions, we beg to refer your 
Honourable Court to our secretary's lettet: of the, 27th pf May 183 • 

4. The governments of Fort St. George and Bombay duly replied to our com
munication on the, 30th of- July and 5th August last. The government of 
Madras submitted the .sentiments of the Budder Court flt that presidency on the 
several point!? above noticed, and intima~ed its entire concurrence in the opi
nions e~pressed by,the judges. '1;'hat; goveJ;I}tp.entwas Q.lso of gpinion, that " it 
woald pe, preferahle,not I to legislate ,at all in lrespect I to slavery, until the whole 
question in all its bearings has been fully considered." 

5. The government -of-Bombay"llid- not-fnrnish--any opinion of its own, but 
submitted a letter .from the judges of the Budder Court, who- remarked, " that 
there does. not appear to, be any,necessity ui pass a. special law for the protection 
of slaves throughout the zillahs of this (the Bombay) presidency, as the law in 
furce is as,applicable to them as to freemen, and no offence done against a free
man. is, by the Bombay Code, exempted from punishment, because it is done 
against a slave." The judges further Qbserved, that" as ,the power of a master 
to .correct his. slave has never be-en admitted by our (the Bombay) Code, the 
general practice of the magistrates has been against'it,: tUthough exceptions are 
quoted in the Note (B.) to the Penal Code, and it is not considered that a strict 
enforcement of this rule would be looked upon by the community as an in
fringement of right, or a deterioration of property, for masters 'are also pro
tected against the misconduct of their slaves, as the regulations for the punish~ 
ment of servants, contained in . section 18, 'Regulation XII. of 1827, have 
been ruled by this Court, under date the 4th November 1830, to be applicable to 
slaves." . 

6. Our cr . ~ague, Mr. Amos~ recorded a Minute, 'under date the 27th of 
August, on tt. ,\ foregoing communications from Madras and Bombay. 

7. We addressed the Bombay government, on the 2d of September, stating 
that we were of opinion that, for the purpose of the Report on slavery, as 'well as 
",1th respect to the particular Act under consideration, it would be desirable to 
inquire of the Comll2ny's advocate at Bombay, whether, in any proceeding for 
f~lse imprisonm~ntf t!:te Bombay Regulation would amount 10 a legal justIfica
tIOn! the person ImprIsoned beIng a slave. and not under any'specific contract of 
serVice? 

8. We also stated that we considered it to be' desirable to inquire of the judgeR 
of ' the Sudder Foujdarry Adawlut 'at Bombay,' what is the number of cases in. 
'Whi~h the regulation has been put in force against slaves, and whether, under 
toe Bombay Regulations, a roaster punishing a servant (not being a slave), 
young or old, by moderate correction for gross negligence or misconduct, would 
be punishable as for an assault 1 -

9. With regard to the c. general ~ractice of magistrates/' ,we observed, that 
there ~as DO. doubt that, as regards Immoderate correctipn, or even moderate 
C?rrecbOn WIthout fat~lt, ;v~ry kind of law, and the universal practice .of magis. 
bates th~oJlghout Indla. IS m favour of the slave. What. we stated, we partieu",. 
Jarly deSIred to know .wasf whether thq Sudder Foujdal'l'y Adawlut mt'ant. that 

the 
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the general practice applies to moderate correction for negligence or misconduct. 
If such were the -case, we fUl"ther desired to be informed of the number of caseS 
in which masters have been punished by magistrates for moderate correction of 
their slaves. . " , . ' , 

10. We have not yet received a r~ply to this communication. In expectation 
of that reply, we have hithert~ 'delayed reporting the papers to your HooOnrable 
Court. ' 

11. The Law Cammissioners, in acknowledging our secretary'fi lettffl.' ()f the 
~7th of May last, observed on the 13th of June following, that the subject of it 
~ould be dlScussed in their general Report upon slavery in India, which it was 
expected would be soon ready for submission to us. 

No.2. 
I'N JHA. 

i 2. As suggested by the Governor-general in paras. 13 and 14 of his Lordship's Leg. Cons. fli May 
Minute, dated the 6th of May, w~ have 'requested the Law Commissioners to sub'- g39'Jo, 5; fll 

mit, for our consideration, with their own opmion and suggestions, a report on l:~ec °N~ t:J~o 
the present state of the law and practice in India relative to the sale of chIldren. flfl. • • 

We have requested that this subject mIght be 'treated 'of in a separate report, as 
it appeared to us to be a question which~ supposing it to 'require legislation, 
might be conveniently legislated u~ without reference to the question of the 
punishment by a master ofhllrslave-. - On -the l"6th 'Of December last, we forwarded 
to the CommIssioners certain papers which we had called for from the Madras 
government, explanatory ot' the CIrcumstances u1'lde]' which it was considered 
advisable by the Suddel" Coilrt at that presidency to issue a circular order, Of 17 Sept. 1839. 
directed to the criminal authorities subordinate to it, ruling that, excepting In No. III 
a season of famine, tIle act 'of the ~ale of Ii cbi'ld by its parent 'Was pUnIShable by 
tazeer. This subject has also been reserved by the Commissione'rs for considera-
tion in their general Report on 'Slavery. 

Fort William, 27 January 1840. 

W-e have, &c,' 

(signed), J. Nicolls. 
W. W. Btrd. 
Wm. Casement. 
,A. Amos. -

EXTRACT JUDIP~AL LETTER from Fort St. George, dated 1 0t February (No.4) 1840:. 

Para. 17. THE government or india having requested that the Court of Fouj
~aree Adawlut might be called upon to report the circumstances under which the 
issue of the Circular Order, No. 111, on the sale of chIldren, was thought advi- Sale of children. 
sable, we requested the judges to supply the information; and a copy of their 
reply, which was duly furnished to that government, we beg now to submit, for 
the information of your Honourable Court. Tbe Circular Order in question was 
forwarded to your Honourable Court in a letter to the address of the secretary at 
the In~ia. House, dated 15 October 1839, No. 29. 

EXT~cT LEGISJ.A.TIVE LETTER from Indza, dated 16 November (No. 19) 1~40. 

Para. 31. IN our despatch, No.. 1, of 1840, we infor~ed your Honourable Slavery. 
'Court that we had caned on the Law Commission and the governments of Madras Leg. CODa. '7 April 
and Bombay for further information relative to. a proposed law providing that 1840, No. 10. 

personal inJUry 01" assault committed on a slave should be punished in the same 
manner as if committed on a free person. On again ealling the attention of the 
Dombay government to the' subject, his Honor in Councli furnished.. us WIth 

documents containing the .opinions ,of the judges of the Sndder'Adawlut and of 
the acting advocate-general on the. several poiJ;l.ts referred to. in the despatch 
above quoted. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE; 

EXTRACT LEGlSLATIVE CQNSULTATIO~, 5 November 1838. 

EXTRACT from a LETTER (No. 156) f;om J. C. C. Sutherland. Esq. Secretary 
to the Indian Law Comm.ission, to T. H. Maddoc~, Esq. Secretary to the 
Government of India, dated 14 September 18~8. 

'J 

Sept. ~8, 1835' Mr. Secretary Mac- Para. 7. POR consideration in their proper place, t~e letters 
naghten's Jetter, with correspond- noted in t1le margin, 'made to the Law Commissioners three 
ence enclosed. fi d . hiP' t t bo d d 

D 8 • ditt 'th d'tto re erences connecte 'WIt s avery. Irs, as 0 n age an 
ec. 7, 1 35· 0, WI I • • d h t fIt d' 

July 17.1837: ditto, 'With Ihtto. slavery In Assam: secon ; t e enactmen 0 a awex en lDg t() 
the Madras territory rules analogous to those of RegulatiOll 

X. of 1811, and ~gulation III. of 1832, of the Bengal Code, for the purpose or 
preventing importation of slaves and internal removal for purposes of traffic: third, 
the system of slavery existing among the Portuguese inhabitants of Aniengo. 
, 8. In pursuance of the intention expressed in the general letter of the 30th 
March (No. 108), the Law C~mmissioners will soon address the Supreme 
Government on these important subjects. 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from the Officiating Secretary to the Indian Law 
Commissioners, dated 30 March 1838 (No. 108). 

-
Letter, dated 28th September 1835, No. ~l.-Transmittingcopies 

of a correspondence relative to the gradual mitigation and extenua
tion of slavery and bondage in Assam. 

THESE papers relate to the important 
subject of slavery. 

Letter, dated 7th December 1835, No. 66.-Transmitting copies 
of a letter from the chief secretary to the government of Fort 
St. George, dated 17th November, and of its enclosures, relative to 
the prolnbltion of the Importation of slaves by land mto places de
pendent upon the Madras presidency. 

Letter, dated 17th July 1837. No. 249.-ln continuation ofletter, 
No. 66, dated the 7th December 1835, transmitting copies of a com
munlcahon from the chief 'secretary 'to government of Fort St, 
George, dated the 6th of June 1837, and of Its accompaniments, rela
tive te a system of slavery existmg among the Portuguese mhabi
tants of Anjengo. 

Letter, dated 11th December, 1837. No. .-Forwarding cppi~ 
of papers relative to the traffic 10 slaves. which is supposed to be ear
ned on to a conSiderable extent 10 the ports upon the Malabar coast. 
DeslllDg the Commission to put the Act proposed by the govern
ment 01 Bombay, for the suppression of this traffic, lOtO proper form, 
and to return It lHth their reply. 

(No. 46.) 

The question of providing more effec.
tually by law foi-theprevention of theim
portation offoreign slaves by sea, which 
is the subject of the paper last entered, is 
distmct from the qnestions to which the 
papers mentioned in the four first entries 
relate; and it will be distinctly treated ill 
a separate letter now under preparation. 
The papers mentioned in the three first. 
entries here noted refer to the importa
tion 'of foreign slav-es by land, and to 
questions of internal regulation in re
spect of native slaves. These subjects 
will be treated in another separate let
tef, now also under preparation. 

No. 1~. ExtRACT from the PROCEEDINGS, ot the Itonourahle the President in Council Itt' 
the POLITICAL DEPARTMENT, under date the 17th October 1838. 

EXTRA.CT from a LETT£R from the Houourable the Court of Directors (No. 12) 
• of 1838, dated 13 February. 

• 
Nos 84 to 89. Para. 26. It was highly proper in Lieutetlant-colonel Young to refuse to' • 
~on~ernil'lg slavery . deliver up fugitive slaves; and althoulY.h that officer must be held to have 
In Gurhw.ll. d d h' . " h Ra.E! h f G h 1 .1_ excee e IS powers In Jssumg to t e ~a 0 ur wa a peremptory mantmte. 

req1l:iring him to interdict the future purchase of slaves in his territories, the letter 
of Sir Charles Metcalfe to the Rajah, ure:ing him to discourage the practice, was 
highly commendable. ~ _, ";' y_ " • 

27. ~he Lieutenant-governor appear~ t6 have fi1"8t learned 'the' existence of 
slave~y In Kumaon from the statements of the Gurh1tal Rajah on the present 
occ~slon. ~ferences wer~ very properly made to the commissioner of Kumaon 
for mformatlOn on the subJect: and that officer's reply will, of -course, be for
warded to us. The information which your Government possesses applicable to 
the execution of the intention of' Pdrliament respecting the abolition of slavery, 

. throughout 
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throughout India, .seems still to be very defective. and we recommend to you 
the issue of circular queries., WIth a view, in particular, to ascertain in what parts 
of the British territories agricultural slavery exists, what is its character, and 
what the nature of the dIfficulties which may oppose its abolition. ' 

• 
... 

EXTRACT from a LETTER from t4e Deputy Secretary to the Government oi India 
, with the Governor-General, dated 11 June 1838. 

WITH Jeference to paragraphs 26 and 27 of the Court's despatch, pointing out 
that the information whIch the government possesses respectmg th~ abolition of 
~lavery throughout lndia seems stIll to be defective, and, recommending the issue 
of circular querif's, with a view, in particular, to ascertain in what part of the 
British terrItories agl'lcultural slavery exists, what is its character, and what the 
nature of ~he diffieulties opposed to Its abolition, his LordshIp has had occMion 
to know that very extensive information wa."l, some time ago, laid before the Law 
Commission; and he would recommend that the evidence posl3essed by that body 
should be digested, any defects in it supplied, and a report, thu,; compiled, be 
transmitted to the Honourable Court. HIS Lordship would add, that with refer
ence to such returns, and m discussing the subject with the best authorities, he 
had satisfied himself that (practically) in OJlr courts of j~stice the rights of master 
over slave, and a property in his labour, caqnot be asserted; and It has been 
provided, in the draft of the Penal Code now before the CounCIl, that no plf'l;l, 
founded on the supposed right of one man over the perso:q of another, shall J ustlfy 
'injury or restraint. It has also, as hIS LordshIp belIeves, been fully estabh.,hed. 
that throughout our well-settled provinces, where there is a domimon of, law 
and a knowledge of right, agricultural slavery cannot be said to eXlst; although, 

\ 
in some of our frontiers, as in Assam, and in our less reclaimed districts, parti
cularly in Malabar, the government may yet have, for a time, to contpnd with 
inveterate national habit. But the dontest must be conducted With the support 

,and care of the Government, under good legal institutions, and by perSeVel111g 
exertions of local authority" rather than by abrupt and sweeping Interference. 

Ordered, that the foregoing extract!! be sent to the LegIslatIVe Department, With 
a view to the same being made the subject of a commulllcation to the Law 
Commission. ' 

(True extract) 

(signed) TV. S. Ba:l!ley, 
AssIstdnt Secretary to the Government of India 

NOTES by the Honourable A. Amos, and T. C. Robertson, Esqrs. 

THIS reference is likely to take up a considerable time, for a report on the 
• domestic sla\ery of India would take an indlvldual, and stIll more a commission, 
a long time to prepare. 

Lately, the Mysore RepOlt was sent (I believe by the Governor.general's 
directions) to the Commission; and it. has, I collect, absorbed the attentlOo of 

, two of the Commissioners for some time. 
'With such interruptIOns, I see no hopes for" proceduri!," and yet there seems 

to be nothmg so pressing as the adaptIng of the Mofusstl Cou'rts to the tnal of 
_ Europeans, the harmonizing of the Supreme Court with the Mofussil Courts, 
&e.; and we have- now before us the suggestion, that t1~e MofuS611 Courts have 

· no legal means of obtaining eVidence at Calcutta, and that they m fact obtam 
· it in such a way as would avoid their priminal and ciVIl prQceedings. 

(signed) A. Amos 
. . 

.1 quite agree with Mr. Amos, and would mstruct the Law COffimis.,lOll to 
leave domesttc slavery alone for the present. 

(SIgned) T. e, Robertson. 

c 
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10 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 

EXTRACT of a LE'fTElt (No. 448) from T. H. }IIaddock, Esq. Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of India, to J. C. O. Sutherland, Esq. Secre.i 
tary to tlle Indian Law Commission, dated 5 November 1838~ 

Para. 2. Secondly. ON the subject of slavery, adverted to in the 7th and 8th 
paras. of your letter, the President in Council looks forward to the early Report 
promised by tlle Commissioners. A copy of an extract from a despatch from 
the Honourable Court of Directors on this subject, is referred for the Law 
Commissioners' information. 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE CONSULTATION (No. 165), 26 November 1838. 

From J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, to 
T. H. Maddock, Esq. Secretary to Government of India, Legislative Depart. 
ment, dated 16 November 1838. • 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th November, 
and, with reference to an extract from a despatch from the Honourable Court of 
Directors, on the su~iect of slavery, enclosed in that letter, the Law Commie· 
sioners dlrect me to say that, if it is the wish of Government that they should 
now enter upon the general question of the abolition of slavery throughout India, 
in executIOn of the intentions of Parliament, they would suggest that some of 
their members'should be detached for the purpose of local inquiry. They feel 
that, without such inquiry, it would be impossible for them to pronQunce, with 
confidence, upon the time at which, or the means by which, the abolition of 
slavel'y can be effected, with a due regard to those interests which, however 
iniquitous as regards the slave, appear ne' ertheless, to have the sanction of 
legal right. 

2. The important work of framing a code of judicial establishments and pro
cedure, in which the Commissioners are now engaged, though the attention of 
the absent members must of course be withdrawn from it, would, if this plan 
were adopted, be continued uninterrupted by those who remain at Calcutta. 

3. With reference to paras. 7 and 8 of my letter to Mr. Secretary Maddock, 
No. 156, the Commissioners direct me to observe, that the three I5ranches of 
the subject of slavery al1t\ded to in those paragraphs, can, in their opinion, be 
effectually disposed of only in the manner they have suggested above with 
reference to the general question. 

4. The proposItions, from Assam in particular, relating to registration, com. 
pensation by Government, and 'purchase of freedom by the sla.ve, could hardly 
be decided upon without local inquiry. 

5. The Commissioners possess, it is true, much information in the shape of 
answers to questions addressed to the several Courts of Sudder Dewanny and 
Nizamut Adawlut. But these questions were framed with a view to obtain S'(lch 
information as should enable the Commission to determine whether it was neces
sary to make any distinctions in the Penal Code in consequence of the legal 
existence of slavery; and it is obvious that a much more searching and minute 
inquiry is necessary before the Commission can venture to recommend positive 
zneasures for the mitigation and ultimate abolition of slavery. They abstain from 
entering into any further details until they are informed whether it is the wish 
of his Honor in Council, that they should give their assistance to Government 
in executing the inten.tions of Parliament as expressed in the 88th section of 
the Charter Act. 

Indian Law Commission, 
16 November 1838. 

I have, &c. 

. (signed) J. C. C. Sutherland, 
Secretary. 
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(No. 1043.) 

From H. Cham'ier, Esct'. Chief Secretary; Fort St. George, to T. H. Maddock, Esq. 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, dated 30 October 1838. 

SIr, • 

- No.2. 
INDIA 

No 4. 

THE Honourable the Court of Directors having, in para. 54 of their letter, Judicial Depart
dated the 5th January last, No.1, a copy of which is annexed, directed that a ment. 
transcript of a paper, containing answers to the questions circulated by the Board See pp 416-423 of 
of Control regardmg slavery in the East IndIes, laId before this Government by Re1tum

d 
on Slavdery 

B h F b b f . . In n la prmte 1IJ 
Mr. F. C. rown on t e 25th e ruary 1834, may e urmshed to the LegIsla~ 1838. ' 
tive Conncil of India, I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council to forward you a copy of the document in question, and to request that 
the same may be submitted to the Honourable the President in CouncIl in the 
Legislative Department. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Cltamier, 
FC5l't St. George, 30 October 1838. Chieft Secretary. 

(No. 471.) 

From T. H. If.faddock, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Imdza, Legislative No 6. 
Department, to J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the IndIan Law Com
mission, dated the 26th November 1838. 

~ir, 
t IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant, I am directed to request that you 
will inform the Law Commissioners that it is not the intentIOn of the PreSIdent 
in Council to dIrect them to institute an inquiry mto the state of slavery lD IndIa 
in the, manner suggested by the Law CommissIOners III the first paragraph of 
your letter of the 16th instant. 

2. The enclosed copy of a despatch from ,the Honourable Court of Directors, 
dated the 29th August last, will POlDt out to the Law CommiSSIOners what IS 
particularly required at the present moment in the shape of informatIOn on the 
subject of IndIan slavery; and the PreSIdent in CounCil is in hopes that, w1th 
the mass ,of information on this subject' already collected by the Commis<;IOn, 
and by,pbtaming early replies to such queries as the CommiSSIOners may thmk 
it necessary to put to officers of Government in different parts of India, such a 
report may be furnished, in time to meet the wishes of the Honourable Court of 
Directors, as may be found eminently useful, though it does not embrace all the 
details which a more prolonged investigatIOn would have accumulated. 

3. I am dIrected to annex an extract from a letter from the deputy secretary 
·to the Government of India with the Governor-general, dated the 11th June 
1838, in which his Lordship recommends that. the evidence on the subject of 
slavery possessed by the Law CommIssioners, should be digested, and that any 
defects'in it being supplied, ~ leport shall be complIed for transmission to the 
Court of Directors. 

4. I am also dIrected to furnIsh you WIth a letter, in dtigmal, from the chIef 
secretary- of Government at Madras, containing copy of one from Mr. Brown, 
with his replies to the. querIes on the subject of slavery circulated by the Board 
of Control, which may be returned If the CommIssioners are already in posses
sion of a copy of those questIons and answers. 

I have, &c. 

Council Chamber, • (signed) T. H. Maddock, 
26 November 1838. Secretary to Government of India. 

C 2 
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J2 CORRESPONDENCE ON'THE StAVE TRADE" 

(No. 168.) 

EXTRA<:;T ll;:GrSLA~lVE CONSULTATIONS, 17 DeceJllber 1838. 

From J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, to 
J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Legislative 
Department. dated '7 December 1838. , , 

Sir, .' " 
I AM directed by the Law Commissioners to acknowledge and reply to your 

letter of the 26th ultimo, being in answer to mine of the 16th. With it were 
received the following enclosures: 

1st. Copy of a despatch of the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 29th Au-
gust 1838. , 

2d. Extract of a letter from the deputy secretary to the Government of India 
in att.endance on the Governor-general f dated 11th June 1838. . 

3d. Origiual.letter of the chief secretary of the Madras Government, dated 
30 October 1838, with copy of Mr. Brown's replies to the 17 questions of the 
Board of Control on the subject of slavery in the East Indies. 

2. The Law Commissioners observe that the Honourable Court, with re
ference ,to Mr. Hacnaghten's letter. dated 31st of August 1835 (in which were 
enclosed ,extI'a~' , paras. 38 to 75, from the honourable Court's despatch of the 
10th December 1834, No. 44), direct that their attention may be recalled to the 
general questic_ of Indian slavery, and require ~n early report as to the means 
of carrying into effect the measures remedial of ,slavery with the fullest praetieal 
extent. 

3. The Right honourable the Governor-general, upon the suggestion of a prior 
despatch of the Honourable Court, recommends, in the deputy secretary's letter 
above mentioned, that the evidence possessed by the Commission should be 
digested, any defects in it supplied, and that a report thus complIed be trans-
mitted to the HonoUl'able Court. , 

4. Th~ Law Commissioners, direct me to request, that you will inform his 
Honor the President in Council that they will, with as little ~elay, as possible, 
endeavour to carry into effect the in~tructions contained in your letter. 

5. They instruct me at the same time to remark, that the Honourable Court_ 
in directmg that the ~ttention of the Law Commissioners should be immediately 
recalled to the subject of slavery, seem to be under a misapprehension as to the 
nature of the communication made to the Commission by Government on the 
3] st of August 1835 ~ but as the Commissioners will have an opportUnIty of 
removing thIS misapprehension in the Report upon slavery which they. are now 
called upon to prepare, they do not wish me here to enter into any explanations. 

6. In the Appenqix to the ,~eport of the Select Committee, dated 16th or 
August 1832, head, "Public (K.),~' the answers of Mr. Baber to the questions or 
the Board of Control on the subject of slavery are printed; and at page 423~ 
reference is made to "the slavery in India documents laid before Parliament 
12 March 1828." The Law Cummissioners would feel ohliged if his Hon()r 
the President in Council -will cal.lse them to be provided with a copy of these 
documents, which have (they believe) been printed. 

Indian Law Commjssion, 
7 December 1838. 

(No. 513.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. C. C. Sutherland, Secretary. 

From .1. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to Government of Indif)., to 
J. C. C. -Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to tlIe Indian Law Commission,. dated 
17 December 1838. . ' • 

SIr, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the President in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, No. 168, of the 7th instant; and with reference to the last 
paragraph thereof, to forward herewith, for the use of the Commission, a printed. 

, copy 
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coPy of the ,ayers toucbing the state of slavery in India, which were ordered by 
the . House 0 Commons to be printed on the 12th of March 1828. This book has 
been procured from. the office of the secretary in the General Department; and 
I am directed to request that you wIll retltrn it, with the Report upon slavery 
which the Commissioners are, now. preparing. . . . 

Council Chamber, 
17 December 1838. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 
Officiating Secretary to Government of India. 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE CONSUl/rATION, 4 February 1839. 

(No.2.) 

No. }2. 
1N DIA. 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to No.2. 
J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq, Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated 
31 December 1838. 

Sir, 
WlTH reference to my letter to your Mdress, dated the 17th instant, No~ 513, Leg. Dep. 

I am directed by the Honourable the President in Council to request that you 
will inform the Commissioners that his Honor in Council is very anxious to 
transmit a Report on the subject of slavery in BrItish India. to the home autho
rities, by the overland mad of March next, at the latest. He would wIsh to be 
furnished with the report which the Commissioners have promised on that im
portant subject one clear month,. or at least three clear weeks before the latest 
safe date for sending despatches from hence, in order to go by the M arch packet 
from Bombay. If the Commission shall not be able to prepare a complete 
report upon the sul~ect by the time stated, his Honor in CouncIl still hopes 
that they may be able to furnish him by that time with a report embracmg the 
matter of some considerable part of the' necessary information, for ImmedIate 
submission to the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

I have, &c; 
Council Chamber, (signed) J. P. ,Grant, 

31 Dee. 1838. Officiating, Secr,etary to the Government of India. 

(No. 177.) 

From J. C. C. Sutllerland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, to 
J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Legis~ 
lative Department, dated 8 January 1839. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 31st Decem

ber, received the 7th instant. 
2. In that letter you state that thE:' Honourable the President in Council would 

wish. to be furnished with the Report which the Commissioners have promised 
on the important subject of slavery, one clear month, or" at least three clear 
weeks before the latest safe date for sending despatches from hence, in order to 
go by the March packet from Bombay. 

3. Supposing the packet to leave Bombay the beginning of March, the latest 
safe date tor sendmg despatches from hence will be about the 12th of February, 
and three weeks before tha~ will be the 18th Januru:y. The Commissioners 
dIrect me to say that they fear, considering the mas.s of materials before them, 
that it will~ be impossIble to prepare a report within so short a time. 

Indian Law Commission, 
8 January 1839. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. C. C. Sutherland, 

Secretary. 

c 3 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE" 

MINUTE by tlle Honourable A.. Amos; dated 4 F~bruary 1839. 

KNoWING the anxiety ot the Honourable Court o( Directors to be furnished, 
at the earliest opportunity, with all the information which has bE!en coUected 
upon the subject of slavery by the Law Commission, in consequence of the 
recent directions of the Honourable Court, as a member of the Law Commis
sion, I beg to lay before the Council a copy of the examinations which have 
been taken, pursuant to such directions, and to observe that the 'subject'-con
tinues to occupy the particular attention of the Law Co~mission. 

4 February 1839. (signed) A. Amos. 

QUESTIONS. 

I.-OF what place are you Ii nabve, and what districts are you principally acquainted 
Wlth from residence therein 1 . 

2.-What are the classes of domestic slaves, and what their conditions, accord.ng to your 
observatIOn 1 

3.~What usually IS the anglO of domestic ~lavery f 
4.-Are the sale and purcnase of domestrc ~laves,frequent amongst the Hmdoo8 or Moslems 1 
5.-By what means are recusant domesbc.slaves coerced 1 I 

6.-ln what modes lire domestic slaves usually worked 1 
'i.-Does agrestIe slavery obtam at any places wIth which you are acquamted. What IS 

Its character, and what classes of peopllil are such slaves, and what IS the ortgm' of' 
their servIle state 'I . 

S.-Are agresbc slaves regarded as bound to the Boil, and may they be sold or removed at 
the pleasure of the master, and are such sales and removals frequent? 

9.-ln whdt modes are they worked and coet'ced? 
10 . ....,...18 manUJIDSSlOn often practIsed, and IS It deSIred by tbe slave 1 
11.-Is the slave entitled to acqulfe property for his own, use 1 
12 -Are domestIc or agrestlc slaves mamed With observance of rites, and is it a duty of the 

master to prOVIde for the ,mamage of hiS male aod female slaves. and when the 
slave husbap.d and wIfe belongmg to different masters, or when the husband is free, 
by what rule IS the ownership III their children regulated 'I 

13.-If a female slave be married to a free man, or the slave of another person, has the hU8-
, band any nght to remove or retaID his Wlfe 'I 

H.-Can you mention an.y jud~clal deCISIOn or orders by magistrates passed In regard to 
questIons between master and slave? 

1O.-What IS the general character of the treatment of slaves, domestic or agresttc, In respect 
to dIet, clothmg, care and support, In lllnes8 and old age 1 

IS.-Can the slave, mfirm from old age, or other cause. assert a ngbt to support on hIS 
mtlster1 

17.-Does III usage give the slave a legal nght to emanCIpatIOn 1 
Is.-Are slaves often let out to hIre, or mortgaged 'I 
19 -What are the usual forms by whleh slaves are transferred? 
20.-Have any Instances of transfer of slaves under contracts for hIre, for long or sbort penods. 

come under your notIce, and, under any CIrcumstances, III "such Ii contract popularly 
conSidered as operatmg on absolute sale 1 

21.-Does the 1Ssue of a slave, the subject of such contract, become the property of the 
hIrer? 

• 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS: 

HAS the slave a nght to food, clothmg, and shelter from the master? if wlttheld. how 
does be obtam redre,.;s 1 • -

Can he, under such Circumstances, transfer his serVIces to another, or IS it good ground 
(or emanclpab.on 1 

Is cruelty or hard usage ground for emancipatIon" By whom are the funeral expenses 
of a deceaseq slave deflayed" Is the master prohIbited from requmncr any particular service 
from hIS slave 1 Any affecting caste? ConcubInage 1 Has a slav: a Fight to liny pOl'tIon 
of hiS time lD whIch to work for himself? When a separated slave is called on to perform 
other services than to attend at marrIages, festivals, &c. does he ever receIve hire for such 
extra sefV1ce 1 Have these separated slaves usually a spot of free land given them (nankar). 
for the erectIOn of theIr houses 'I -

WhIch IS cheapest, the services of a male or female slave, or of a ire~' servant? What 
the expense of each 1 If dearer, wherem the advantage ot slave semce 1 Are male slaves 

ever 



AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ,ABOUTION. 15 

ever retamed merely for the purpose ofretaInmg the females? Are female free servants for 
domestic work easily procul'able? Are slaves frequently employed as confidential servaats 
In the supermtendence of households or gomashtahs, tehslldars, mooktars, &.c. 1 

Can a ,Person becommg a slave for debt, or by selling himself, redeem himself by paying 
the prmclpal debt, or with mterest, or on repayment of the purchase-money-; or can parents 
redeem theIr children sold dunng distress, by repayment of the purchase-money, or With In-
terest, or with expenses llIcurred. 1 , 

Is slavery of M ahomedans confined to any particular class or classes of Mahomedans 1 
Do Mahomedans CircumCise their Hmdoo slaves 1 
Is there any kldnappmg gomg on for the purposes of slave tradmg 1 If so, whence and by 

whom committed? 
What proporbon do the slaves bear to the whole populabon'l Does not every respectable 

Hmdoo and Mahomedan family keep slaves accordmg to their ablhty? 

.Marri~ges,-Wlth whom is the mamage of a female slave generally contracted' Ever 
with a freeman 1 Who defrays the expenses of the marriage 1 

If she IS mamed to a freeman, does she becoille free, If so, how iii her master com
pensated? 

Are the dau~hters of female slaves usually mamed to freemen; and does the master In 
-such cases receIve a douceur for the bridegroom, c~lled "J;I.lelleebanah/' Ij.nd thus relmquish 
all rIght over her 1 

If a female slave IS mal'l'J.ed to the male slave ofanotller, do,they hve tOJ?;ether, does each 
continue to serve hiS lind her own master 1 If not, fhow IS the master who loses hiS sll\.ve's 
services compensated? Does a male slave ever (llllrry a free woman, &c.? If so, does she 
become the slave of hiS Il)aster? Does one person, slave or freeman, ever marry several 
slave women? Are you aware of the practice of "PUl1wah shadee," "beakara," 01, 

" pun wah battur" prOffsslonal bndegroolll1 

Offsprill.!J.- To whQm does the produce of the ~arnage of two slaves, dIfferent masters, 
bE'long? 

To the master of the male or female slave 1 I ' 

Or the male issue to the one, the female to the o~her ? 
Does It depend on which master pays the expenses of the marnage ? 
To whom the Issue of a marriage between a female slave and a free man? 
Bf'tween a male slave and a free woman? 
To whom, in case of a C( punwah f>hadee 'J" Has the beakara a fight to every alternate 

child? Are the female children necessanly !llaves? Or may they, on attammg maturity. 
dIspose of themselves to whom and how they please 'I On the malflage of a male or female 
slave, is It ever stipulated With the master that the offsprmg shall not bel slaves'} Is I~ ever 
stipulated at such mafflages that the palents shall be at hberty to sell or otherWise dispose 
of their female ,ssue to ",~om they like? 

Tranifers.-Is the transfer of slaves by sale frequent, and what the usual pnces? Is It un
lawful for the master to sell (mortgage or let) hiS slave beyond a certam dIstance, 1. e the 
next Village or pergunnah; or IS hIS nght unlImited m trus respect 1 Would It be considered 
hard If he sold illS slave to a reSident of a distant Zillah? 

Are there any adscnpti glebo: who cannot be sold separate from the land 1 
May the slaves, when unwllhng to go td the new purchaser, select a purchaser of hiS own, 

and can the master object to this; or may they m such cases purchase their freedom? 
In case of a sale, does any property possessed by the slave go to the new master~ or remam 
WIth the old? 

Can maffled slaves be sold so as to separate. them, the husband from the Wife? Can 
chIldren be sold (or given away), 80 -as to separate them from their parents before a certam 
age, and what age? An! !>laves sold by auction m execution of decrees, or for arrears of 
revenue or rent 'I 

Mortgage and· Leases.~What are the con(litrons of mortgage? And as Tespects' the 
eruldren hvmg at the time or thereafter born? Are long leases frequent With the Hmdoos 
and Mahomedal1S 1 How many yea,rs? Why lease? What becomes of the children? Does 
It bmd them for ever, or for a tIme 'I "Izaranamahs,"" purur chaltur" (deed of sale). 
Who mamtalDs the slave dunng ID01tgage? Suppose he dies, or ~ecomes disabled, how 
does that affect the contract 1 

Are short leases practised 1 How long 'I At what rate 'I 

Prostztution.-Are sale, or hIre leases for thiS purpose lawful? 

:M.ock Marr{ages.-

, . 
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LIST of WITlIllSSES examined on SLAVERY. 

DATE OF 
loU. EXAMINATION 

NAMES. )lAT1"'.£ COVNTRY. OCCUPATION. 

1838 : 
1. lI8 December Raj Govind Sen - - - Pergunnab Sarael, 

village Chuntoor, Tip. 
perab • 

- - "Mookhtear of the Rajah 
of Tlpperah. 

51. 

4· 

5; 
6. 

28 - Tek Loll 

1839 : 

• - Behar, village Fuueh. _. Mookhtear in the Sudder 
poor, pergunnah Putch- Dewanny Adawlut, Cal 
rope. eutta. 

SI January Vydls Nath Mlsser - - - Tirhoot, pergunnah 
Dharwar. 

• - Pundit of the Presidency 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. 

16 

- Hamud Russool - - Behar district, Patna, 
pergunnah Sanda. 

R. H. Mytlon, esq. - - • - - -
Dhurb Singh Dos • ' •• P4rgunnab Cutteya, 

NortI-tern Cuttack. 

Vakeel af ditto. 

Magistrate of Sylhet. 

• • Oriab Missul Klban in 
the Presidency Sudder De 
wanny Adaw)ut. 

,. 18 Kasbee Nath Kha n - - - Vd!age Satteen, per
gunna. Khatta Rajsha

• • Agent of the Ranees of 
the late Rajah Bishen Nath 
of Nature. 

8. ill 

-{ ... 

/, 

Henry Ricketts, esq. 

Tek Loll .J -
Ram Kri~hna Putnalk 

hye. ~ _ J _ 
- - - Commissioner of Revenue 

and CIrcuit, 19th dlVisJI}D 
Cuttaek. 

Continuation of the examination of. 

• - Village BurmukhuD - - Mookhtear in the Suddpr 
Ddpore, pergunnah Sol- Board of Revenue, Cal 
raeI, near Pooree, South- cutta. 
ern DIVision. 

(signed) J. C. C. Sutherland, 
Secretary Indian Law Commission. 

~8 December 1838. 

Raj Govind Sell, Mookbtear of the Rajah of Tipperah. 

I/Ut: a nalive of the pergunnab Sarail, village Chuntoor, in Tlpperah. 
t am ,acquainted with the districts of Tlpperah, Sylhet, Mymensing, Dacca, and 

Cl.lhtagong. 
In these districts there are two classes of slaves, the Kayar and Chundal. 
The dlstlDctlvn between them IS, that the Kayat IS pure, and the superior castes can 

l'eceive water trom him; the Chundal IS lInpure, and can only be empfoyed In out-dooe 
work. 

A slave is t'ltber so bv descent or by sale. A fl ee person may be sold either by both hiS 
_parents 01' the survivQT~of them, or by himself. 

A free person who has flttalOeo maJonty cannot be sold unless With his OWn consent. 
These ~ales of free men only take place 11'\ time ot calamity. 
&ometunes the conSideration for whICh a free man seUs himself IS marriage \nth a slave 

girl, whom the master WIll not permll blm to marry upon olher terms. 
SometImes free persons are sold by themselves or by their parems to MU8sulmans,'and 

bt;cowe ~u~sulUlans. But. no adult, even If already a sldvt', can be sold to a MussulOlau, 
Without hiS owu consent. 

If a Ka,Yat slave were converted to Islamism, he would become uDfi~ for domesuc use, 
but would contmue a slavE', and might be employed lIut of dovlS by a HIDdoo ma3ter. 

I am nOl aware tbat tbele IS any Iloportatloo ot slaves for Eale In' the districts of WhlCh 
I speak, though sometimes people gOlOg to Assam buy slaves there, ar:1. :~ ... , t~em back 
With them.. '":\' .j" ," 

1'1 f K ,,?' •• Ie price 0 a young ayat woman vanes from 40 to 100 rupees • th~':'~¥ a' young wan 
hmHW~ , 

The price of a. young Chundaul WOUlall varies (rom 10 to ~~ rupeell' tbar of a young 
C~uudaul mall is about the same. ' 

.1f, 

•• 
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, 1'he cause of the high comparative value of the female among Kayat ,Idves IS, that SRI." 
atlt'nds upon the Iddles 01 tbe faollly. 

The price of a Kayat-female child, is from 20 to 30 rupees; that of a male chIld, from 
10 1025. ' 

That of a female Chundau), is from 7 to 10 rupees; that of a male child, the Sdme. 
Thele IS In Sylhet a class of out-door slaves, who aie Mussulmdns. I believe they are 

Jow easte people, who have been converted, but have retamed their serVile state. 
Slaves are very numerous In 'these districts. a family of respectablhty Will frequently' 

have flom to to 25 fatmhes of slaves; and there is no family of lespeetablhty, either 
Mahomedan or HlDdoo, that has not at least ODe family of slaves. 

1 should say, one-fourth of the population are slaves. 
Many slclves are not required to do regular work for theIr masters, but only to attend at 

festivals. 
Thele IS generally 1\ recIprocal regard between master and slave; and the master treab 

Ins slavE' With more lundness dnd attention than hiS hired servant 
In general, It IS conSidered derogatory to sell a slave; but It IS done when the owner IS 

11'1 distress. 
It IS customary, on the marriage of a daughter, to give one or two female slaves as her 

atlend,lDts 
If a slave giVes offence, It IS usual to give hun a slap or blow With a shoe. 
J never heard of a case of manumiSSion; but a master sometimes expels hiS VICIOUS 

.lave. 
Slaves ale Dlarfled With the same ceremomes as free persons of the same class, aud 

when the husband and wlte belong to different mdSters, It IS usual for the owner of the 
woman to gIVe her to the man's moster, re~lvlng a present, which IS always less than her 
valuE'. 

If'thls lind of marriage takes place without the consent of the woman's master, the 
off"pnllg dre all hiS slaves. 

Sometimes female slaves are mamed to persons whose profeSSIOn It is to go about as the 
busbands of sldves; these persons are ~alled byahkara, and thiS klOd of malTlage Iii called 
punwd shad I. The oifsprwg of thiS marriage are the slaves of the woman's master. The 
byahkard IS generally a slave, but receives to his own use what he earns as a byahkala. 
He comes to each of,llls WIVes about once 10 a month Or two, and receives at each VISit 
sustenance and a present. He receives at each marnage four or five rupees. 

It IS not usual to let slaves to hlte, but have heard that beyond the limits of the Com
pany's terntoraes, m the hill country ot Tlppetah, Mannypore, and J unti!!, that custom 
prevails. " 

In a case whICh was deCided on appeal JD the Nlzamut Adawlut 10 1837. certam slaves 
were restored 'to their owner. The name of the case IS, Photla and othels (the slaves) v. 
M IlsDud Ali, zemlndar of Sarall, whose agent I was. 

A nephew of IDlDe brought au acUon agamst a l>lave of hiS and two persons, to whom 
the slave had dande1itmely given hiS own daughters m marnage. The object of the SUit 

was to recovel the two temale slaves, the smt was compromised. 
In anolher Cd.e, of", blCh the Llrcumstances were the same, the master got a decree In 

the Zillah court of Tlppeldh, and recovered hiS female slave. 
1 have beeQ 10 yedls In Calcutta, and only know these cases from hearsay. 

28 December 1838. 

Tek Loll. Mookhtear 10 the Sudder Dewanny Addwlut, Calcutta. 

1 WAS born 10 Behar, 10 the V1l1a~e of Futtehpore. perg.nnah Putchroke. 
I am acquamted With thdt district and the adJolDll1g dlstncts. 
Of Hmdoo slaves, there al I." two classes 10 Behar; the Kuhar and the Dbanuk; whIch II 

also called J uswar Kuml. These are both inheritable, aud are transferable. by sale. By 
the local CO.tOID of Behar, free person'!, whether IOrant or adult of these two classes. may 
be sold by thf'lt' maternal uncles or maternal grandmother'!, not by U1elr parents. 

No one would buy a free person of these classes uoJes& the mater)Jdl grandmother or 
maternal unde were present at the delivery, and consentmg. ~ 

The mother has a veto upon the sale, but 1I0t the father. 
The maternal grandmother has the prior flght to sell. 
She belDg dead. or permanently absent, then the maternal uncle. 
These sales take,place not only tn times of calalDlty, but at all times. 
"BUll IIlckne IS one kmd of these sales, wilich take place when thet subject of ,he sale lIS 

absent hom hiS fclmtly and cannot be got at. 
The consent of the subject IS qUite Immaterial aud IS not asked •. 
The pllce IS lower,\I'hen the sale IS bl11l vlckree, on account of the risk the buyer runs of 

oot getting ppssesslOlJ of the person sold. 
If a persoll thus sold were to refuse compliance, the bUyf'r S'ould coerce him; and I 

should think the magistrate would support the buyer m dOlOg so. ' 
I do not.)mow dny case of the lund of my OWn knowledge. but I hue heard of such 

A..aSe8.. .'" ; ;..-
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The Kuhar and Juswur Hurmi &ometimJ)s sell themselves to their creditors; or for the 

purpose of paying their creditors wIth the price. ' . . r 

These sales take place not only to Hindoos. bu~ also, to Mussulmans or other per:sons. 
\\Then a Mussulman is the buyer. and makes a convert of the slave, the slave 18 can~d. 
m~~~~ . 

I have' known Mussulmans to buy slaves brought from other districts; but. It. Hindoo 
wouk! not do so, bl?cause be would not be sure of the slave's caste. and \\-Quid rea~ pollution .. 
The slaves thus brought flom other districts are generally chlldren. 

Besid~s those who have thus become slaves from freemen, there are many who are slaves. 
bV descent· these have all descended from persons belonging to the Kuhar or J USWUt 

KUI lUI, and who have been suld ID the manner descrIbed.,', , 
In case of scat city or famine~ other ca'ltes sometimes give up thell' chIldren to be brought 

up by persons m good circumstances; but no price is gIven, and the children are not slave. 
though \hey perform servIces in the house. . , 

Sales of tree persons as above descnbed are very common; and 'So are sales of persons 
already III slavery. • 

The only difference between the Kubar and the Juswar Kurmi is, that the former being 
o~ IOfeT/Or c/lSte. callY palanquins, which tbe ,latter do not; With this excep~ion. they are 
both employed In the same mental offices and In agriculture. 

The price of ~Iayes of cqurse Varies much accordmg to circums~ances~ 13ut the price of 
a > Qung terua!e may be from 50 to 125 rurees, and that of a young male about a thlra less. 
'I he cause of the difference IS, that the gIrl mat bav~ chtldren,' which WIll belong to h;r 
owner. \ ' 

ChlldrE.'n of from sue to eig~t sell for from 10 to 15 t~pees; thp price offemales exceeaing 
that ot males 10 about the same proportion as al5ove. . 

The pergunnah of Puchrokee contams about a likh or people; I should think the pro-. 
portIOn ot slaves is about one-etghth. Probably the same prol,ortion may prevail tn the 
I est ot the zillah. 

If a slave will not w~lk. he Iii coerced by threats, by flogging. and by stopping his 
ratIOns. " 

The usual character of slaves Ii obedient, but 150metlmell slaves are refractory. 
In agr.cultural labour., eJ~ves are geneT~.Ily wl'}:ed ~Iih free lapourefll, and no greater, 

quantity of Jabpur IS exacted J~9m them. Both ~Qrk, Ih~ whole day, with short interval. I 

for refreshment. ',1, 

2 January 1839. 

yaydia Nat" lIfissur, Pundit of the Sudder Dewallnr Adawlot, Calcutta. 

I AM a nativ~ of perguflnah DharoUl', ZIllah Tirhoot. '. 
I am wpll acquainted witit that zlHah, and Itave some knowledge of the adjoining d;strlcts. or Sarun and Poorneab. . 
The slaves ill Tahoot are aM Kyburts. but they are' aubdlvjded ,into Kyburt (proper); 

Dhanuk, Amat, aDd Kurmi. . . 
[Kyhult, ID common parlance, is pronouncpd Keeat.] . 
Many people of these castes, however, are free. 
The onglO of all thIS slavery must be traced to self-sale or self-!!ift. 1 arrive at this 

conc1usion by comparinlJ' the actual fotate of thlllgs with the doctrine~ of the shasters. 
By the Hmdu law, a BrahmlO cannot b,e a slo\e to anybody; a Khytyra or Byse might 

be, but I never beard Qf any that were. 
The slaves of thp severa] clas~es mentioned are nearly the same in regard to pUlIty. and 

are employed mddTerently m in-door and ollt.cioor work. ' , 
. There are no slave castes In my country, nor does the Hindoa law recogOlze eJavery as 
InCIdent to caste. . 

Many of lbe slaves of great Camilles are settled on the estates., and are not requlre~I to
perfolm any serVICe, except IlllendlDg at ceremonies, and defendmg their waster JD use of 
need. They pay rent, l.ut less than IS paid by f, ee persons_ The)' have, however, no right 
to any Pdft of the produce of the land, nor to any property, as agalOst'thelr mallter. and If 
he IS an~ry with them, be sometimes takes every thing from them. I 

Tbe RaJah of D,mbhunga has a great many slaves. many free people ofthe castes speci-, 
ned are 10 the habIt of applying to be put on hiS list of slaves ;, their object is to obtain the 
offices of gomashtas and tehsildars. • 

1 know of no test of Htndoo law which gives the slave a. right to sustenance from bis 
mastel, but all m!Jsters d{) . mamtal/J tbeIr old and Jnfirm &laves; and 1 dunk, IlS this is the 
e~tahllshed custom, a court of J usttce would decree mamtenance to a slave U Jt were refused. 
But I know I,lo case in which the question has been brought before a court; jndeed, slaves 
are ~enerally more fa vonre~ tbaB other servants. ,,' :. J 

, Tile pracllce .of self-sale tS no~ fr,equent; the transactton is recorded by an instrument 
~alled pdram bbata.rak. The prIce In lhese cases is ~be absolute property of ~he ilavf' a{ld 
.h escebnds to hiS heirS j whrcli is also the case with all property uf wl.uch .the 81ave~ may 

ave een possl?ssed prevIOus ~n the sat~. > , 

. ~he sale of fu;e-chIldren by tl!.Plr pllre,nta 'only takes place in cases of great d[stress. a~d, 
would 
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would be invahd 10 other CIrcumstances by Hlndoa Jaw;. only the easte8 above--menttoned 
sell thelJ)selves or their ch1ldlen. ' 

My paternal pandfather died, leavIng five 80ns. They dIVIded tbe property, and among 
other thmgs eIght famIlies of slaves. One of my uncles died, and hiS slaves fearing that 
.hey would be shared among the other hrolhers, and that theIr falmhes "'onld thus be 
separated, fled away to Dabampore ID ~urneah, whICh IS on Ihe estate of Ihe Durbhuilga 
Rajah. My eldest uncle, the head of the family. went after them to mduce them td return; 
they agreed to do so, b~t the head of the famaly dymg ~t that bme, they did hot come 
bal.k. The death of thiS uncle took place- about 30 years ago; and since that bme, my 
other uncles, my father, aDd elder brother, have wntten occaslonliUy to the RaJah'8 manager 
to claIm the slaves. We have sent messages. and they answer, (' We WIll come," We 
have never sued for them, because It would be expensive; ~od the courts do not fa\our 
tbe claIms or masters, to slaves;- and another difficulty eXists In thIS, that we are a p.ume
rous bpdy of klOsmen, bavlng l' Jomt undlvlded elanD on several famillPs ot slaves. 

Those of the slaves who have acquired no property, say they are ready to return; but 
'those who have made acquIsltlons. refuse. 

It would not he conSIdered dI8r~putable in. us to take the acqul81tlOns of tbese slaves, 
i,which by law belong to U9. • 

I am one of an ulldlVIded family ol four brothers. We have In our household 13 slaves; 
',tbree who descended to us, and 10 whom we bought. BeSides these, and beSIdes those 
~'bove.mentlOned who went away to Debampore, there are two famIlieS) conslstlOgto<Yether 0t 10 or 1 i individuals. who belol),g t~ us, my aunt, and my sIster. They are settled on 
a other part of the Durbhunga Rajah 8 estate; but .they come to us whenever they are 
s IIImoned to attend at festivals. We do not support tbem. 
J The: (.hastJsement {)f}L slave ought to be the same as that of a sonj that IS, by the half 

J~1.tan, or by tylog hIm lip by lbe hands. But ,I, nlay be mferred from the power wtllch 

~
lie shast~rs lecogDlze in the master to eJ'act wark, that he may pUOlsh the slave who 
eluses to \lork; and it 1$ the dut]' of the rulmg power to make the master and slave both 
erform their duties. One of our slaves ran away, and my brother applied to the magi

strate to hnve him restored. ThIS took place about 20 years ago, the magl1!lrate Issued 

l
orders to the darogahs, but the slave escaped mto the Nepaul temtory. The slave ahel
wards, on hearing that I was established In Calcutta, came and jomed my household. :My 
brother then wrote to Inform me of hIS haVing run away, and to beg me to turn hIll away; 
but I kept hIm notwuhstandlDg. 

, I do not know any case Jlf JlIauul;IllssioD; 11,1t I ha.ve heard of manumlSSlOns where the 
slave had done somethlOg with whlq,b tbe mastel' was much pleased. When a slave saves 
his master's h(e, he IS 1psofacto manumItted, accordlllg to the Hmdoo law, and In such 
case, the slave IS enuded to share in the master's property as a son. 

Slaves are employed generally in memal offices, wllh the exceptIon of cookery, wInch 
would be Impure if performed by a slave. Poor persons who have no slaves, hue persons 

I to do such work; but slaves are preferred by those who can afford to purchase them, 
because slaves have a permanent attachment to the famIly. 

In general I thmk It IS more ecoMmlcal to be served by slaves than by hired servants. 
A master III In gener,,1 more dIsposed to favour hiS sldve than a hired labourer, from 

whom he generally exacts tbe fuJI measure of work. 
A severe master mIght oppress hIS slave 10 a way which a hued servanlofthe same ('aste 

would not submIt 10. • 
The slave hila no fIght to any porbon of his time. 
A slave who does not work regularly for hIS master, but IS only called, upon to attend 

at festIvals, or to do other occasIOnal service, tecelves, when so called upon, the same rations 
as a free man and wageR, but Dot so high as those ot a free man. 

No absolule slave has a fight to purchase hiS freedom j but sometimes there is a StlpU
utioD for redemption ID the CODlract of self-sale, ot of the sale of a chIld. 

I have never heard of a class of slaves called moullah z<lda. The Hmdoo slaves of Mus
suI mans remain HIndoos. 

By the sha~ter~, properly in slaves (or bipeds, 'IlS they are called) is treated with the' 
same respect as immovable property, and' IS transferred WIth equal formality; consequently, 
no olle buys WIthout full lnqulfy; and 10 the cOllveyance all the particulars are recorded. 
Wben a slave 18 bought of a stranger, It IS usual to ieq,uae that some known person should 
become suret, Ibat the seller has a fight to lell. 

Perhaps one or two sixteenths of the whole populatIOn of these dJl!trlcts are slaves; but 
the sreat majority of the ~ybert Cdst«: are slaves: Almost all respectable families have 
slaves, e-ven th\'>se who are In a state of decay. 

Tbe same rues are observed at the marnage of stavE'. as of other Sud13s, and the ma~ter 
is under a montl obhgation to prOVIde for the marriage of hlS slaves a.t of bls chIldren., 
The parentI!! of ~ young'stave are consulted as to Ihe chOice of a lmde or bridegroom. Ille
gitimate: children of a blave weiman are slaves of the woman's master. 

When two slaves of, different ma&telS mtelmarry, lhete IS usually a slipulation 'between, 
the two mdsl'era feSp~Cl1Dg the ownership of lhe chlldren. Where there is no stlpulanon, 
tbe male ciuldren follow the father, the females the mother. 
~ There IS frequt>ntly a speCial stipulatJotl respectmg the ownership of the children de
pendmg upon the expenses of the marrIage bung alJ paid by one party, or some sucb. 
cause. 

It a free person of eitber sex marry a slave- wlthout stlpulatmg for freedom with the> 
• ':JS8. D 2 master, 
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master su<-h person becomes a slave i bnt If such person stipulates for freedom, then thEt 
chlldre'n are slaves or free accordmg to their sex. I am stating the law as laid down In 
the shastel'l!; but I have' heard tbat the practice IS conformable to It, though I do- not 
knolv any case of my own knowledge. . 

1£ a male slave marry the slave of another master Without hiS consent, such slave may' 
nevE'rtheless have access to Ius Wife, but so as not to mterfere With her service mOIl'.' tban 
conjugal rights necessanly require. ' 

The practice of pumwab shodee 1S known 111 the dl'ltrlcts of which I speak. 
ThE' sale of slaves If; very common, but It 18 becommg less so, because the IE'amng ot 

the courts al!-~lInst slavery deters people from purchasmg. The probability lbat the courtll 
will not enfJ.r,e tUe rights of the master has <-'aused the price of slaves to fall con-' 
slderably. , 

The present average prICe or a young girl is now from 25 rupees to 40, and It used to 
be from 50 to 60. The price of a young male of 18 or 20, is trom 16 to 20 rupees, and 
was frOID 30 to 40. 

It would boJ considered opplessive to sell n slave so as to place him bevond the reach of 
communication wlth people of IllS ow n class, or t.o separate fauulIes. 'fhe courlS ought 
to Interfere to prevent such Sales. ' 

There are no slaves adscrlpt to the soil. 
1 know no mstance III whICh slaves have been sold in execution ot' a decree, or for 

am"al!! of revenue or rent; but I see nothmg Illegal 10 Iouch a proceeding. . 
1 am not cl" clre tbat slave~ are ever hued out, but tbe.loterest ot a deht Iii sometImes· 

paId by the servIces of a slave, the slave remamlng 10 the possessIon ot the debtor, who> 
ulOtmue~ to wallltam the Ioialla. 

The morlgage of slaves b legal, but not much pracIIsed, not belllg convenient. ' 
If a mortgaged slave die. the lObS fall. uporr the mortga60f, and he must prOVIde another 

slave; but It the death be occdslOned by the fault of the mortgagee, then the lo~" falls uPQli 
him 

Sale for the pUI pose of pro"tltutlon IS of course Illegal, bt'cau~e a PlOsutute neccssanly < 

loses caste. 

2 January 1839. 

Hamid Russool, Vakeel of the Sudder DewaulIY Adawlut, Calcutta. 

I AM a native of Behal, dlstnct of Patna, pergunnah Sanda. 
I am acquamted With other dIstricts of Behar, VIZ. Ramghur, Behar Proper, Shahabud. 

and Tlrhoot. 
There are two classes of Hmdoo slaves, Kabar and Kurmi. The Kahar are prllJClpally 

domestiC slaves. Many of the Kurml have separated themo;elves from lhelr masters, oWlIIg 
to the decay of the master's family, and. have estaulished themselves 88 cultIvators upon their 
own account. The rIght of the mastel to these slaves remalOS neverthele~s, and may be 
asserted. 

The slave generally returns to $ervlce when required; if he refuse'4, and a breacb of the 
peace arises, and the case comes belO! e tilE' magistrate. he would, If he had no doubt about 
the slavery, pa~s al' 01 dE'r for the delivery of the slave to the master. If he had .. doubt, he 
would tell the nlaster to bring hiS actIOn Ilf the CIVil court. I do not know any Instance of 
dns of my own knowledge, but I have heard of snch lOstances. 

I remember a case in zillah B,ehar, when one AfzuJ All, a Muslim, Ilpplled to the magis
trate, and belDg referred to the CIVil COUI t, brought a regular acllon to the ZIllah <-ourt 
agamst the slave (8 gIrl), and Sulamut All, the perloon who was barboullDg her. She got 
a decree. and the gIrl was restored to him. 

The great maJof)ty of Kurmls are absolutelv free. But, as f.Jr as I know, a free KahaE' 
dots not eJ.ist, though many have left their masters Hnd are practically free; but lhese when -
clallned never pretend to be goorwa 01 unowned. They are sold by thelf owners, but never 
b)' dny one else. , 

The sale of flee cb,fdren IS )'are; but in tImes of extreme dIstress, even Brahmllls, 
Khetnees, and Synds, Will sell their chIldren. I have heard that thiS oceul red In the great 
{"mme, in the Push }ear 1177. At present, only the lower dassf's sell theu chIldren wbeu 
urged by ulstress. 

The sale of high coste children IS not conSIdered valid in law; and I have ~eard, that tb eo 
purchasers of such chIldren in the great farome returned the children when they discovered 
tbat they. were of high cas Ie. • 

By stllCt Mabomedan law, no one can be a slave but a Calir taken in battle: but by' 
popular l;clIgnltlon, the sa!e of a Mahomedan chtld of the l.tbourrng classes IS permItted. i he l?w IS evaded by frammg tbe deed as II contract of hire for a long perIOd. The same 
orm 18 used rn the sale of Hmdoo, for In B",har the Mahornedan forms of contract and 
co~veyance have been generally adopted. , 

L 111e offspring: of a person thus sold IS Iree. My o-rdndfather bouO'ht a female Kabar in 
tillS manner' sLe r m' d' t I It>o l .' II e aIDe IIi our aml y as a save ttll her death. but we hare /10 right ' 
o her chlJaren. They did servIce to tlUr f,lIIJ1ly and wele supllorteJ by u~ but thefl< ' 
~fu~ .' ~ , I 

lhave 
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I have never known a contract of this sort III which any menhon was made of future off
spnng. but I have L.nown cases In whICh men have sold both themselves and their eXlstmg, 
offspllng by the same deed. . 
. I have never heard of any ImpoltatlOn of slaves into zillah Behar or Patna. and. people 

do not buy slaves trom unknown persons. 
, ,If a slave refuses to work. thll master corrects 111m With a slap on the face or a rattan. If 

the slave is Incornglbly obstmate or VICIOUS, he IS turned away; tll1l1 rarely happens. Shves) 
perform melll,ll ollices 10 the house. mcludlOg cookery, when tbe master IS a l\'1ahomedan. 
Slaves are al~o employed In agrlcultu)e. 

l\'Ianuml.SlOn 18 lare, and not gener<llly deSIred by the slaw·, but It sometImes happens 
that a master, antlclpalln~ from the evil diSPOSitIon of hiS children that they Will maltreat 
the slaves. manumits such of them as he has a regard fOl. 

The slaves of great people f1equently appear to possess 'property. but I suppose 10 law 
It III the property ofthe master. J know of no case JD which the fight to such plOperty 
has been dIsputed betwl'en master and slave. 

A master has no right to eXdcl fr011l IllS slaves offices whICh are unsliltable to hIS caste. 
and I presume the slave would be protected In retl.lsmg to pl'tform such offices 

The Mahomedao master has a lIj!:ht to exact the embraces of hiS female unmamed slave, 
of the same relIgIOn. but not of a HlOdoo slave. , 

If a slave liIo subJeued to the embraces of her maSIl'r has a clllld bv him, she is called] 
umul wuld (t~e mother of offsprmg), dnd becomes free, the offspnng mhellt al! Iegmmdte 
cluldlen. 

Slaves area not entitled to any time to wOlk for themselves. 
A sla\e who IS separated from hili mo-tl'1 IS entitled to food and clpthmg, If called upon • 

fOI some occasIOnal seruce, and he also commonly receIves a present. 
• ,I think, upon an avelage, tl1aL there IS 60JUe economy, and celtalOly some comfort, m 

bemg selved bJ slaves rather than tiel' people, paltiCUldrly female slaves. In the counhy, 
female free servants are not to be procured. Both DJdles and femdle~ of the lo~('r clas.es 
thInk It delOgatory to them to Idl.e memdl serVice, and to the, feplalE's lQ particular It IS 

disreputable. 
Slaves ale frequently emploYE'd 10 offices of trust, they are generally more trusted Lhan 

free sprvanls. 
A man who has sold hImself mto slavery~ has no TIght to redeem Illmself ",lIhout bl3 

mastel's consent. 
Nor h.18 the parent of a child wluch has been sold any fight to redeem the child. 
Synd!>" :lId ~helkhs t, and Patans and • The descendants of the Prophet. 
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Mallk'!:j:, are the only Mdhomedaos who t Tbe descendar.ts of hIs compamons. 
cannot be slaves accordmg to the custom 1 Descendants oj persons w hI) have received titles from the soverelgns. 
of the country. 

A MdhomedJ.n master employs a Hlndoo slave 1D oUt-dOOT work, and dol'S not interfere 
wuh hiS religIOn. , 

The propOitlOlI of slaves 10 the above districts may perhaps be al)Qut five per cent • 
. All respectable families, whether Hmdoo or Mahomedan, have slaves~ 
It rarely happens tbat a Hmdoo slave 1S converted, and becomes moolla zada; I never 

sawone. 
The same fltes of marnage are observed among slaves as alllOng free men, whether 

llllldoQ or Mahomedan; and It IS the duty of the master to proVIde a spouse for hIS slave, 
and to pay the expenses ot the marriage. 

I n the absence of any speCial agreement, the master of the female !Olave)s eQtitled to the. 
offSprmg. 

So also If the husband IS a free man. and therE' be no specl/l1 agleemcnt. 
It IS not usual to make speCial aweements as to the dlstrlbutlOu of the offsprmg. 
·1 never heard ot a free woman manylDg 1\ sluvt\ 
I am speal.mg of the slaves of Mlissulman masters, whether such slayes be Mussulmanll 

or HlDdoos. 
The husband of the slave woman hail~ no fight to remove \lIS Wife from her masters 

household, but he IS enntled 10 have access to her. 
Slaves are genelally well tlealed; the old and mfirm are entitled by law and Justice to 

support and care; I h4lve never beald of thIS fight belllg enfor~ed by llpphcauon to a 
COUlt. 

Cruelty to a slave does not entItle hllll to emancipation, but lhe magistrate ought to 
mtelfere to prevent ,md to pUOIsh It. , 

The wltnholdmg ot support, or the mablhty to give It, would authoflZe the magIstrate 
to set tbe .. lave free. • 

It IS thought disreputable to sell slaves, but not so to buy. 
The priLe ot .& Hllldoo slave girl Ii flom 30 tu 10Q rupees; that of a young male from. 25 

, to 40 rupees. 
It IS not usual to sell slaves to purchasers Jmog at a great distance, nor to sepall'lte 

fanllhes. . , , 
AccordIng to usage a "lave about to be sold IS allowed to obJert to the pu'H.haser. and 

to (.iloose any OIher who IS \\ IHmg to pay the pnce, and the master ought to give tlte 
Sld'le time In such a -ease to find a pUlchaser; If~ llolllever. the slave cannot find one, the 
\lanSJctlOn must proceed. . 

1 know of no class ol'blaves ",ho are arlscllpt to the soli. 
!lS8. D 3 
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It is nof tbe custom to .Iell slaves in execution of decrees, or for arrean of rent and 
revenue~,. . 

The practice of lettlDg slaves to hire, or mortgaging them, does Dot occur In my. 
country. ' 

Procuresses sometimes kidnap children for the purpose of prostitution. -, \ 
. It would be disgraceful m a Mahomedan master to sell a gul J(lf that purpose; it IS also 

contrary to Mahomedan law. . 

1'l January 183~. 

R. H. Mytton, Esq:. Magistrate' of SyUzet. 

I WAS three yeat!~ in Sylbet as magrstrate and collector. 
Sylhet IS under a ryotwary settlement, and every meel'assadar has in his famliy one, 

two or three slaves. • , . }. '" , 
I; is considered as a, mark of distinction to possess slaves, and a man's slue is the last 

thmg be Will sell. 
The nUpibef of registered lnf~erassadai'5 is- IL lakb 8nGli a quarter, but amongst them lire 

many under purchasers who .re of aD infer,lOt' rank and station, and do not posJless slaves, 
though they call themselves meerassadafs. 

• I cannot say what IS the number of registerea meerassadars, for these reason's, it is 
extremely difficult to esbmate, with any accuracy, the number (If slaves.· , 

It is not common to sell II. slave agtunst bis own oonsent; nor to sell one to 8 persor) 
residmg'at a great dIstance. ' , 

Complaints have sometimes been made 'to me tby mothers that their master was about to 
seU thelf Infant children, SO as to separate them; I mean dllidrell of an age to require' 

rarental care. In such cases 1 have mterfered to 'Prevent the master from dOlOg 80.' 
have neter found It neceSSIirv' to do more than Ulsue an- ordet'. I doa bt whether It woqld 

be legal to enforce such all order by pUnishment. 
I never recollect'B case of the separation 'Of h\l~band and wife coming' beti>re mEl. 
The greater part of the whole populatIon IS Mussulman, and so IS tile glllater part of the l 

ave population. • 
I ha\'e neYer heard the, 'erm mOQl1a 2adar., I , 

A great many Hmdoo masters-have Mussulman slaves, but very few Mussulrnan masters 
have IJrndoQ ~3Ve$. , J 

The greater part of the poorer classes is Mus~ulman, and it is of course these classes' 
who sell Ihemsel"l8S ant!! their children ID Limes of 'Scarcity. Tltey d(). not object to selling 
themselves to Hmdoo masters. 

The 8lave populatIOn IS .pnncipally emplGved in agriculture. '. 
The conditIOn of slaves '(lIifels very hltle from thell of freemeD' of the same c1as&. 
I never heard'of any slaves wbo are IUJacripl;; !}leba. 
I never heard of a case of manumissIOn. 
By law, I beheve, the master is entitled- tU alL the slave's earnings.' 
But Ifl p,actlce It I~ J'eryebtnmoli fot "laves to possess property. Some are bcrkandazes, 

recelvmg government pay to thejr own use; some are bolders ot lands under thelT rna!Jters, 
and pay rent. " • 

The master can by law compel hiS female slave to lDarry ag,llnst her consent; mdeed> 
b?t.h slave and free children ale 'generally married. at,an age at wlncb they are,mcapable of 
giving consent. 

Fe';Ilale sl,aves are. frequently ,Dlarned tQ me" whose possessum'lt is to. go lsbout 4IS the 
busbands ot slaves. The object of this 'arrangemenl 18,. that the slave, gIrl' may remllm JD 

her mastej's house, and that 1111 hel' cbddren may belong to bim. _ 
, ~bese Hlnerant,hus\lands tecel"l(\!. pres!lnt utbe tnarrlagevahd they aremmntamed white 

vISIting tpeIr ,Wives by the master. ' , ' 
The master 1& bound by Jaw tQ mamlain hil> uld or mth m "lave, land the ,general feehng. 

would be IIlfoQgly,agalJut thEJ nea/ecL,of that ouli"atJOu. I have neye,: been •. called upon 
to enforce it as !'- Dldglsllate. '" • ,n • ; 

~ I tbmk there 1$ Do !8lportation of slaves iDto Sylhet, nor do I think, there 15 4lny ex porta· -, 
tlon to foreign countnes; but certainly, and partlculady .in years of scarcity, there IS some 
~xportatlon 1000 the adJoinmg districts. . , \, ' 

I tlunk It would not be expedient to prevent tblS, masmuch as to alleViate distress. ' 
. I do, not thmk Reglllauon III. of 183~ applicable to such cases; because IbiS' 18 not 
~mporlJug from,one prOVInce to ano~her, and hecause under the clrcum&tuces under which 
It takes place, It cannot. I thmk, be called removal for purposes of traffic. ~ . ' 

There Is also a praclice of inveigling sla\'es, principally women and children, away fro!ll 
tbetr maste~s, carrymg them away and ,!lelltng them III the adJOIOlng districts, especially II) 
the pergunnaht of Blckramllore, nea.r Dacca, whichl is' mbabued by respectable Hlnduos, 
Brahmms, Bnd Kayels, amongst whom there. 111 a. great demand,fvr such slues.' . 

Whenever a case {)f lh\s kind ball tome before'1De; I have alwdya pumshed It as a theft, 
and I beheve lhlS has been Jhe practice of my predecessors; I have had Ulanrsucb <.Qse:t/ 
b)fore me. 

There 
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There are many personl who are legally slav~s, and who may be, reclaimed by th!it 
masters, but ",bo are practically free, and hvmg In reSIdences of their own. 

There are otuers wh9 are 10 states intermediate between complete slavery and that which, 
I have Just desCribed. 

The usual way ID which a man sells himself, IS by a deed, purporung to lease hlslerviCles 
for a long lerm, nearly a hundred years m general. The deed is called a khadag~ra po\ta~., 

) n Im(za It 18 common to borrow money. the borrower' mortgagmg his servICes fot a 
short term of yeaTS. 

Cases have come before me where free female children bave beeD Bold for purposes of 

rrostltutlOn. I have always lOterfered to prevent the completion of such sates, and I think 
have bound over the parents in reco!l,nlzances not to lell tbe children. 
1 never beard of slaves bemg sold in "otalll.faction (If,. decree. or for arrear. of revenue or 

rent. 

15 January 183~. 

Durb Singh Das, Oriah 1\1issul I<han, in the Calcutta Court of Sudder DewaWlY Adaw)at. 

I A ~ a native of pergunnah Cutteya, 10 the norlhern &,isloJ' of Cuttacllo 
SIDra ~819 I have held vanOU5 OffiCIal situations 10 that provmce, where I temained till, 

November 1837, when I attalDed my present appomtment m the Sudder • 
• There ale iwo classes of persons JO Cuttack who genetally keep domestic slaves, Mus8uJ~ 

roans and Kaets. The latter are subdlved lOtO 1\1yntl8 or Ortah Kalt, the Bengale and 
Lalla or Western Kalls. 

Thel e are also some Ja.Jahl and zemmdars, who are KlIn4alts, RaJP~[S' and Ketrays, who 
keep such slaves, but no Blahmin does so. 

Belore the Mahratta invasion of Cuttack, the Rajah Pursallum Dheo prohibited Brah
mins frum keepmg slaves. I do not know the reason ot thiS prohibItion; but since that 
time no Brdllmm keep' a domestic slave. 

The By$e also never' keep domestic slaves; It IS contrary to the prinCiples of their caste. 
1'be domestic slaves consist of such low cnstes as are consldtred-pul'e. 
The Impure ca!!tes are employed exclUSively in out-door work; all classes of people who 

can afiord It keep tPu of slaves, and they are constantly sold. from hand to hand. 
The pure castes are, Chasa, Kbunddlt, Gualah. 'funtI, Agalr, Bas Bama. Nursa]a. 
The Impure caste sare, Dhobee, Chumar, Ghokha. Kyat or Kyburt, RaFee, Pan, Kundra. 

Naplt, Bhagu Hari and Dim. • 
All kmds of slaves are constantly sold, but according to popular recognuioll the consent 

of the slave IS necessary. 
ThIS custom has arisen from a proclamation lSsued ID 1824 by Mr. Robert Kelr, who was 

commiSSioner of Cuttack. 
A lila\'e who was sold against hiS own consent la\1 away. The master used force to 

coerce him; he complamed to the magistrate, who gave blm no prctectlon; he thell 
appealed to the commiSSIOner, who gave him hIS liberty, fined the porcnaser, and Issued the 
pi oclamatlOn of which I have spoken. 

The proclamation declared the sale of slaves illegal. 
SInce tbat time, I think 10 1829 or 1830, a slave complamed to Mr. Forrester. the 

magIstrate, who declared a deed of sale o~ a slave to be unlawful,. fined the purchaser, 
awarded coslS from hIm to the slave, and referred the purchaser to the CIvIl court to' 
recover tbe pllce he had paId from the seller. ThIS IS the only case I remember amce the 
prqclam,ltlOn. Tbe effect of the proclamation has been, not to put an end to sales, but to 
prevent theIr takmg place WIthout the com,ent of the slave. ' 

There are Mussulman slaves who are tha Illeglumate offspring of women of low caste, 
w>hether slaves or free wowen, by Mussulmans. 

The offsprmg ot a Mussulman and a low-caste woman, has no right to inherIt from his 
father, unless the ceremony ot'marrlage has been performed between hIS parents. 

There are also Mussulman slaves, who have become so by conversion, havlDg been bought 
fwm their parents or masters ID childhood. < 

The (llIglD of Hmdoo slavelY 18, sale of free persons by,hemilelves or theIr parents':' 
People do not usually sell themselves' or their children unless pressed by uecesslty. ThiS 
kind ot sale IS not uncommon at the present da.,. ' 

The purer claShes of slaves are SQmetlmes empl(lyed 111 out..door work as well as in-dooT. 
In such L8beS they work separately flOIll the Impure cldsses, by whom they Would be con
tammated. If a man uf pure caste aCCidentally touches one of Impure casle, he muat purlfr 
hunsdf by washing. 

It IS usual fOI people of impure caste, 10 g010g along the road, If they meet a man of 
pure caste who happens nol to observe them, to gl va warning, saymg, If Good Sir, I aUl of 
8U("h. or sucb a caste; you had better retire." , 
• Furmelly. the Impure castes lived ID sepal are vIII ages, and gave way whenever they met 
a person of pure caste on the road; but since the country cawe undet thl! Company's' 
government, they have become more mdependent., _ I 

It a slave relubes tv work, or otherWise mlsbebaves, the master corrects lum by beating 
w \til the hand or a cane, or by I) llIg 111m up for an bour OF two •. 
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. J never heard of a complamt berng made by a ,s~ave to a magistrate 'Of III treatment. 

EUlancipation .is not uncommon, when a master is' much 'Pleased With a slave •. ' 1 In that 
case, if tIle hlave 'Was purchll~ed, the master gl\'ps him the deed of sdle; If there IS no such 
deed the mMiter executes a fc1ngh khatle or relea~e. - .' 
. W~ tune IS a 110\\ ed to the slave to work on his own accoont, and anythlOg he may acquire 

~ , • 'ry 

belongs to IllS ma~ler..· I 

The marnflO'es 'Ot slaves take pla('e wnh the same rites as those of free mE'D of the Same 
caste, and tlw"'eApense IS paId by the master. Upon the death of slaves, of pote castes, the' 
master al"o rrovluell the funeral feast. ' , , • 

ThE' usua practice IS fOf the master to buy a husband or wife fot his slave. But when 
a mamllge-takes place between the slaves or twO different owners, the owners take the off
SPrJDO' alternately; and. If the, woman ceases to bea" when the number of her offspring IS 

unev;n the last child goes 10 one owner, he paying half Its value to the other. 
Whe~ such a marnage takes place With the consent of the woman's master, she goes to 

bve With her husband, rendermg only occasIonal servIce to her master. If It take place 
without his consent, he allows the husband to have aecess, but the c..hildren all belong to 
hIm, the woman's master. 

I never heard of the Intermarriage of a rlee person With a slave. 
The 10\11 castes of whIch J ha~e spoken are 10 ,three dlff~rent conditions. They are 

either, 1St, flee, or 2dly. actual slaves, or 3d1y. persons who havIDg been themselves slaves. 
or having sprung from slaves, can never escape the stigma of slavery, though they are III 

the enjoyment of liberty. 
Persons III thiS la~t conditIOn intermarry WIth actual slaves, but only when they can pur-

chase them Ii om their masters. , • 
, I never heard or byakaras or punwa shade. 

Slaves are generally well treated; their condltiou IS equal to that of hhed labourers. 
, The master IS bound to malntam his old or infirm slave; and 1 presume the slave Illight 
obtdlO a decree for mdlDtenance In the CIVil court. ' 

The master may exact l1ny servIce winch IS not derogatOlY from hiS caste. It would be 
derogatory to the pure castes to compel 'them to work with the Impure. and would there
fore be an act of oppressIOn. 

It IS mOI'e economical to €mploy slaves than flee men, both In doors and out of doors. 
I am an owner of slaves 1 I have 50. ' 
1 g'n'e ad adult male slave a seer of nce, half a chittack of salt, half a chltlack (If 011, and 

a quarter of a seer of dol, or a pICe to buy vegetables. 
I also gl,e two pIce a week lor tobacco, two pIce WIll purchase as much tobacco in 

Cuttack as four anoas hE're. 
I aho allow them to cut firewood upon '\ny ground; the usual allowance fur firewood, 

when the stave is to putchase It, is halt a ptce a day. , 
1 give four dhotlS, two ungarkhas, one chuddar, and one blanker every year. 
Tins IS the usudl allowance gIven to slaves. 
They ale prOVIded With 10dg1OY .. 
The)' ate trusted with the cu of monE'Y and other valuablES, in pleference to lmed 

servants '" " 
There IS no redemption in the case of self-s Ill", or sale of children bv theIr parents. 
There IS a class 01 persons who agrf7e to Sel VI' as slaves for fiJod. They can put an end 

to thelf ~ervltucle when they please; but the stigma stln remalDS. These people ddfpr 
from l11red I:rervants, 111' respect that they IJV(~ upon the leelvings of the master's table, which 
degrades them to ~he rank of slaves.' ' 

'The cllJldren of such IJe6ple, If born after the serVItude commenced, are slaves for ever. ' 
~uch people can acqUIre 110 'pJOpelty dUring the conUUu,lOce 01 the servitude. • 

, ,Viomen become slaves In thiS way as wellll.s men. ' 
The proportlon ot slaves to freemen IS as fl to 10 i a great zen'llndar will sometimes ha.ve 

~,ooo slaves. Thele are many stich, J unmllr Jay ChowdH'e .and Baghwdt Chowdre. and 
other~. I dare say there ale 200 or 250 who have as many. " 
, I have bt·en t-peakmg only of the northern and centr.i'l dl\'I~lon of Cuttack. In the 

southern diVISIon there are but few slaves, and they ale seldom sold. Tbe ~reat zemmdau 
there employ tceemell. " ' , 

The southern cllld cetllral dlvl~lOns are the mO'lt flouflshinO' parts of CUllad •• 
Land IS bettl"r c\lltiv~ted by sldves theln by rleemen, for the slaves feel thut they have an 

Interest III the 1.1Ild • ' 
• I att~lbute the preqent depresi>ed slate of agrlcu1ture in North Cuttack to the late lllUlIdd

lIOns of Ule 'flea, formerly. It \\\ls as well Lulnvdted as the other two divl~IOIlS. 
The c<lstes to "IHch slaves of North and Central Cuttack belona' eXist 10 equal numbers 

10 South Cuttack. .,". 
The prIce of d young m111e varies frllm 5 to 30 rUDees' that of a vounO' femelle iii the same, ,~, J., 

Slaves of the Gokba caste sell for more than other slaves, because the me~ are fishernu·n. 
,and the WOmeD manage the buymg and sellmg, and are very skilrul, and their OCCUpallOll, 
IS a productive one, both to the slave and the m:lster.+ The Gokha is allowed (0 fetalD IS 

lar~e share of the producE', making over the remamder to hIS roaster. The Golhd females 
nev~r sell rur less than 50 rupees; the male sells for less, and I cannot teU the redson. . 

"Genclally, the pure ca,.stea bear a higher pnce than the impure, because they can be 
employed lJl domestIC OCclJopaUoni. ,,~ . 't : 

~-h0'l 



AND MEASURES 'TAKEN FOR ITS 'ABOLITION. 
} 

• 
,'25 

A boy of 6ve or SIX sells for one~fifth of the price of a young adult. ,Th6i same of a gul. 
Before Mr. Ken's proclamauoD, the slave Ilught be sold to a purchaser hvmg at any 

distance, and the mastE'r was not considered to act oppressively. 
But even JO those limes It was not usual to separate famlhes. 
There are no ad8cnptJ glebtB. • 
It IS common to borrow mooey upon a mortgage or slaves, but the slaves remam In the 

possessIOn of the mortgagor. 
It IS not commoll to let slaves to hire. 
The old form of self-sale -was by a deed of sale, but SIDce Mr. Ken's proclamatIon It is 

done by a lease of 60, 70 or 80 years. whIch is understood to !Delude children born aftllr 
the lease. 

Sale for prostItution is Ille~al by the sbaster, and IS cunsJ(iered Immoral and dISrf:pULablE', 
though It takes place sometImes. 

I knew a ca"e ID which a Judgment creditor JOduded slaves In the schedule of hiS debtor'$ 
property, tor the attachment and sale ot whIch he moved the court. The debtor objected, 
and Mr. PlgOIl had the slaves struck out of the schedule. saymg, they were not a fit 
flubJect fOI- Selle. 

28 January 1839. 

KosI,. Nath Khan, Agent of the Rances of the l\lote RaJah BlShen Nath, of Nato,.. 

I AM a Brahmin. 
I am a native of the village of Satteen, pergunnah Khatla, dIstrict of RaJsbahe. 
I am prmclplllly acquamted with the Zillah of ltaJshahe, but I have I.kewlse some kuow

led~e of the adJommg dIstricts. 
I POqsess two slaves, one IS dead, and I have now but one. 
Most of the respectable people 111 RaJshalle. both HlOdoos aDd Mahomedans, have 

domestIC slaves. 
, The Mahomedans have generally Mahomedan slaveR. 

The Hlndoo slaves are of the Kybut, Kalt. Juhal Malle, and generally of all th('lqw 
eastes. 

No.2-
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-Thert' is no caste so low as to be ,incapable of slavery. bllt the lowest castes are not 
employed withtn doors. 

The origin of slavery is self~sale, and sale by parents or • This figurative expression has' reference to 
other relatIOns, in loco parentis, also of a WIfe by her husband. a maxim of HlDdoo law, accordmg to which the 
ThiS sale does not dissolve the marriage. If the husband has female IS conSIdered as tpe soil. and the male as 
access to her, the oifsprtng will belong to the purchaser who tbe seed. 
IS the owner of the SOl!.-

These sales, whICh formerly sometimes took place lD RaJ~shahe, were prmcipally sales 
'of slaves Imported from Rungpore and Mymensmg. (The SolIe of slaves domIciled In 
RaJeshahe, has always been uneommon.) 

)jut about 20 yean ago, a person was detected in.havmg bought a boy of 10 years old. 
Hnd sacrlficed hIm to the Goddess Kall. He \\as tned. conVIcted of murder, and executed. 
ThIS cIIse occurred In Rungpore, but in consequence of It, a proclamation was Issued by 
order of the NIZdmut Adawlut1 \D RaJeshahe aDd other adJOInIng dls.trICts, prolubltrng tbe 
sale of'slaves ID the marht. The people supposed that the p\.Ohlblbon WllS extended to 
all sales. and in consequence of tIus understandmg, though private sales sull take place~ 
yet It IS no longer the custom to reglsler them, as It was bt'fore the proclamatIOn, m the 
zIllah or the pergunnah cazee's office. 

Formerly. slaves were Importl'd from Rungpare and Mymensing by Itmerant dealers. 
That traffic has ceast!d, and now when a person III RaJshalle Wishes to buy slaves he must 
eIther go ot send, or \Hlte to tllose distrIcts, and has some d1fficu\ty 10 findmg slaves for 
sale. 

The slaves may be about two or three sIxteenths of the whole populatIOn. 
Sume of the ae:rlcultural slaves are fed by their masters, but others cultIvate for:theni~ 

'selves land which theIr masters have allotted to them, cultlvatlng-at the same tltne the 
lDaster'sland. In thIS case, the master supplies cattle and Implements of husbandry. 

Self-sale does not now occur In RaJshahe. I believe It has ceased JIl consequence of 
the proclamatIOn which I have melltlOned, and of the IDclmatlOn ot the courts iD favour of 
freedom. -

\ . -
A self-sold slave mlly be purchased in Rungpore and Mymensmg, but such a slave will 

plObably be told that It he runs away, the courts wIll Dot restore hIm to hiS master. 
RefractOlY t>laves are coerced by threats. and beating With the hand or a stick.' But this 

consequence ollen follows, that some other person who Wishes to seduce the slave, tells 
him lhat If he complams to the magistrate, he will be liberated, and a master, therefore., • 
"ery seldom beats hIS slave. 

There are no OtisC'I'lpt. glebfB.~?. .. • 
But ... t cln estate is cultivated by slaves. DO one would purchase the estate Without the 

slaves , 
. There' are maQY estates In MymenslOg, 10 which the greater patt of the cultivators are 
slav", and there are some ,uch estates tn Rajshabe. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON 11IIE SLAVE 'l'l{J\.DZ, 

I enn mentron in particular the estate of LU!ihkurpore; a portion of that estate has been 
lold for arrears of revenue, the slave CUiCIV8lGn were not 8o:d wIth the land, and J con
sider them to be ijtlll the property of tbe ole.! zermndar r but practIcally tbe)" are free ryote., 
payrng rent to tbe new zemlndar. t • • 

When slaves are sold with tbe land, it is Usu,}l to have sepa.rattt bills of lale for the land 
and ,tbe sla"ea. . 

I have heard of but one lDstal'lce of manumission. 
The slave cannot hold any property agalOst hIS master. , ' . 

, Sla"es are married with the same ntes as f. ee persolH of the same C4ste. h 

It II the moral duty of the· master to provide fori tbe marriage of hlll male and female 
slaves. Sometimes the master Will buy a Wife for hil'I male slave, sometimes he will marry 
\lim to the daughter of a free man~ -who consents to make his dallgbter a alave to Obt8111 the 
favour of the master. The slavery of the bndegrooDl IS not considered derogatory to the 
creole'. family, she bemg stln admitted to communion with her family. 

Sometimes. the master Will buy a. husband for bls female IIlav~. III other eases he mar .. 
rles her to a byahm, who \'islts ber occa.slonallv. she remaining In her master's house. 
The byakara bas generaU), several wives of tillS kind, and ViSits them in sucee&SIOo.. Some
times thiS kind of marnage IS lOtended ouly as II screen to conceal the Intimacy of the 
master wltb hiS female slave. ~ .' • 

The offsprmg of a byakara. whether he be free Of a slave, belongs to the masters of hi. 
WIVPS respecttvely. . , ' 

It is not usual for the husband and Wife to be slaves of different masters. on account of 
the lnconvemence j.but ,fa slave 0f'(ijle'mastet"mal'flell <the .lave of aDother witbout hiS 
consent, the ofFsprmg belongs to him. If such a marriage were to take place with hiS 
consent, there would be a stipulation as to the division of the offsprmg. . 

Slaves are, HI general well tceated; a respeetable master Will :treat.ll.ls domestu) lilave as 
a child. Lesi't kindness i. felt for the slave w.1l0- does not bve III hiS Blilster'iS house; but 
he is treated 10 the same way as a hued labourer. • 

There IS more satIsfactIon In havlO~ domestiC ierVlces performed by slavea than by hll'ed 
serV!\I\ts, because they are more uustwltlrthy'i but I th.ink the expense 111 about the same. 

The same may be said of out-door slaves. " , . 
The slave has 8. right to mam(.enance frOIn hiS master ia.. age and slCkness, and the 

eourt. wo.llld enforce the rrght.-, ,. , , 
AccordlOg to the Shaster, the master would be pUnished for ill using hiS slave, but the 

slave would Clot be hberated. Now, however, 1 behelle tbe couds. wOllld hberate lbe ala,e. 
In Mymensmgh and Rungpore, masters let their slaves tQ hire, parbcalarly famales, bull 

not In. RaJshalie. Tbe hu mg K gene I aUy for short l'enods~ frelll. two. to lilt mOnthL 
There are two modes 1Il which slaves arEl moetgaged: one whe" lhe mOrLgagee baa 

pOll8ess)()n of the st"ve wliose serywes dJScharge tile lOler.n; the other wbeQ tbe ptlHe!Jlo 
SJon remams wuh the mortgagor. and the SecUTUY of the credltM depends upon tbe deed 
only. 

Slaves are tranafeneli by ,an ahsollite blilof sale. 
I know no instance 1O which .slaves have belta sold in execatiQn of a decree, or for afrears 

of rent or revenue. , 
There. IS no tedemptJoll, In the case of self-sal~, or sals ),1 a parent. 
As, far as I bave obsened, It. IS not Dsual to separolte uu!>band and Wife, or young cluldren 

from thell parents j_ bill the master has (.'ertamly ;1 -fight to sell lus slave t-Q whum he 
pleases, without hill consent. But the ruhng power ougb.t to restralll illm 10 any oppres.
elv~ eXel'ClSe of tbat fIght. 

Henry RickeUa, Esq. CommlSSH)ner of Revenue and Circull.-1gth D1visiod. 

I HAVE been employell to the dtstricts of Cuttack til the PolJucal, JudICial, Revenue, and 
Salt Departmenls, siooe the year 1827. 

Slavery pre valls in aU parts of Cuttac", but IQure particularly 10 the chukl~ of Budruk, 
ill tbe northern ~wlslon, and ID the chukla 0" Jeba~pore, In lbe central diVISion of the 
d~ML • 

Sla\e5 are kept by all classes of per so os. and are employed cJuefly ill; out-door work. 
The slaves are prmclpally, Pans, Kundras, Chasas, and Gowalahs. 
The IPans ,illdKlllldus. are tmpore. eastt'S-, .I\u<1 cannot be employed in any serllces. by 

which then masters might be polluted.' , 
There ate also Mussulman slaves. . • 
In 1826 or 1830, in consequence of the prevalence of del4olt,y i,1l1 the ~bukla of~ Badruk., 

ana tbe'!'l)press'OI1 tllill the slaves were Chl~6y cpncerned In tllose atrQel~eSf I too\!:. a 
«eDaUS of the slave population of that portion of the district, and fQuul04&. t,() amount,. \0 the 
best of my recollection, to about 11 ,000; and in 1831 or 1839,. I look .. cellsua oftbe wbole 
pOJllula~lClo of Belasore, Utelud10g the chttkla. of Blldl'Uck~ and Counellt to be 500.000.. The 
officlall'eturns of thIS census are aeposlled 10 the magistrate', office. 

. . I d~ bot know, how slayery ElFlgmated i~ Cllttack, bll\ acc~~~lon~ are cODtJllually made 
!>y th)e $elf-Jal~ of adulti, anll, the .. ate of ehlldren by the« pal'eRts,1Il tUlle of dlstre"s~. ' 
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AND 1-1EASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 

1 believe the M ussulman slaves bear a less proportIon to the free Mahomedan population 
than the Hmdoo sla\'es bear to the free Hmdoa P(l)puiatlOll. 

A deed of &ale II the form of dooument used 1D cases of lelf-&.11e, and the sale of ehl'1-
dren; and these wrltmgs purport to convey the parnes sold, and theIr descendants, illl faU 
property for ever. The CIVIl ~ourts 80 far recogmze these sales as to admit the deeds 1(1" 

eVidence fur the purpbse of decldmg on the titles of partlell claIming the proprietary fight 
in the &laves, bu~ the Blaves themselves are never parh~s to luch SUlllI. I recollect DO SUit 
instItuted by a tn8Ster against a slave, or lllee "",8a, founded 011 It deed, of tbls desc'np
bon. and I cannot say therefore what tbe result ,would be; bUll I should not myself 
enforce locb a deed, on the prinCiple that· slaver), 18 not tecogmzed' by any of our 
tegelauons •. , , 

I wall for Beven or eight yeal s magistrate of the northern dIVIsion of Cllttack, lIIld dunng 
that penod severaL cOlIlplalDts were p'eferred to me by maslel"s,.regardmg the- nOotl-atlend
ance of theIr slaves. but I nevennterfered to assist ID cusrelDg thtl latter;' and 1 believe It 
to be the ~neral practice of the maglstr .. tes m Cuttack not tc) recogOlze tAe rIght of the 
master to punish or COerce hlB. slave. 1 know not how thIS practice. orlgulated; I never 
heard of aDY pro(,!amatlOn Issued by Mr. Kelt, 'When eommlsSlol'ler of Cuttack. on the sub· 

Ject ofsJavery. 
I am not aware what measures masterS resort to for the purpose of enforcing the SerY1Ceil 

of their slaves. My Impression is, that ODe or two cases have occllrted of slaYes complalO
mg agolDst thelf masters fo~ maltreatment, but I have no dlstlDCt recollect1Oll of thelll'. 
such compiaIDl8 Rle exceedlDgly rare. 

As a magIStrate, I would DOt recogmze the relation. of master and slave as justlfylOg any 
act on the part of the master whlcb would lItherwlse be an offence, nat even an act of 
sll~ht correction or restramt of the IIlave. 

I do no. know whether slaws al'e ever manumttted by their mastel's; my ImpreSSIOI1 IS, 

that slaves do occasIonally purchase their liberty, but I cannot call to mlDd any partll'ular 
instance. 

Tbe slaves do not enJoy the priVilege of workmg durmg any portion of tIme for their 
own benefit; the masters have a fight to their fuU labour. 

I can gIve no mfolmation rE'spectmg the marriages of slaves. 
Tbe slaves are generally well treated, and their conditIOn IS equal to, if not better than 

that of the free agnculturallabourers, partIcularly 10 a famme. 
It IS the usage of the country for masters to support iheIr slaves under all cIrcnmstances, 

but ,eults are never preferred by s)aves- on thiS account, and I Imagllle that .such Sllllis 
would mot be entel'talDed by 'he courts. 

Slave, 8H.lIslSally mallltalned lIy a. clally allowance of food. and perIodICal sllpphes of 
elothlDg, but some have lands glven them to cultivate. tbe master recewlng halt tihe-pro-. 
duce, or such portion of It as may be espeCially agreed on. 

Free pelliDas 80mettmes mortgage themselves for a tIme, either on account of debt or for 
an advauce o(money; but I do nol know for what pen ods such contracts are usually made. 
or the condItIons of them; whether the servIces of the self-mortgagor go to the citscbarge 
of both princIpal and mterest, or of IIlterest only. 

I believe that transfers of slaves from one owner to another are frequent, but that they 
are I'ever melde wlthout the s)ave's consent. ' 

I understand also that slaves are mortgaged by theIr masters as seounty for the payment 
of a debt. but In such cases the slaves conllDlle 10 the possessIOn of lheIr owners. 

I am not aware whether masters let thelf slaves to hIre. 
I know of no slaves adscnptz glebtZ. Clnldreu are frequently sold by their parents (or 

the purJlose of pro§tllutlon; sometimes by kIdnappers. There are female slaves attached 
to the Temple of Juggernaut. but I do not know 1f to other temples also. 

I am llot aVlare of slaves being sold by auctIOn ID satisfactIOn of decrees of courts, or 
for reallzlDg arrears of revenue or rent. 

1 know I)f no persons bemg Imported into or exported from the dIstrict of Cuttack as 
slaves. 

Kldnappmg IS certaUily not common, but a case of kidnappmg of a chIld occurred a 
short ume ago at Cuttdck; for what purpose the child was taken 1 know not. 

I remember only to have trted one suit whilst offiCIating as Judge of Cuttack, 10 whIch 
the ownershIp ID slaves was disputed. and I do not recollect the plfl'tlculdrs ot'it. 

25 January 1839' 

Contmuation of the DEPOSITIQN of Tek Loll. Moktar of the Sudaer bewanny. Ca lcutta: 

MANUMISSION IS rare, but sometimes It takes place when a master hAs a p81t!cular 
cause of satisfaction wit h a slave. 

Upon occasion offunerals it IS usual to give one ot mote slaves, among!;t other presents, 
.. to the offiClatmg brahmm. .,., . ' 

In general, slaves are contented :WIth their lot. 
They can have do property' at against theIr masters, bot by_hu~ indulgence t.bey fre~' 

quently possess property. ,j '. .' 

Tllelf marriages and funeralll are attended wIth the s.ame- r~~s 4l~ thOle of free, people o£ 
. the same caste, and the master pays the expenses. "' , , 
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·\ - ! ! I have seven slavp~. , ',' 
One female slave 'pCOH •• ~nied my family from Behar (0 Calcutta, 'two years a~d a balf 

.ago, and JS now-hv ~ WJth us; two, one male and one femllie I bought here;. toe other 
four are Jeft In my . .Jnily house in Behar~ They consist of a lad, a man who IS married 
to the slave of another master, all unmarlled gift, and a wIdow who has marned a second, 
time, the former we call sagglij. ' • : ' 

I bought two {If these slavelo, VIZ. tbe glrl I mentioned and the lad, frOlI! their masters. 
T"w sold tbemselves to rot', VlZ. the widow and the man who 13 mamed 10 another • 

man's slave; he was a free man" though married to a slave. - 'f , '. 
Of the other three, I bought ooe girl of 11 years old from her maternal grandmother; 

another girl, ve~y youn!!:, fr?m her m,ateroal unc~e; and a boy of between four and five., 
from his matern"l uncle. , 

• 1\ te.-The question to which tbi/l ~s aD answer was asked in CODse- • I know of no case in whlch the price 
quence of our bavlDg observed a statenlent in the followlIIg words, In the ' 
collectIon of papers entitled Slavery In Indla

J 
p. 5: .. It seems that on of a slave .1$ shared between the maternal 

the sale of a slave who separately procures hiS own subsistence, une· relation and the owner. 
half' of the pnce IS. received by the owner, the other half gomg to the 
pcireDts iJf the slave." 

The girl I bought from ber grandmother llas been married since we came, to Calcutta. 
I'mamed ber to a slave who bad left hiS master, and who followed me from' Behar, land 

,now lives In my family as a servant. He told, PIe he was a slave, but never dIsclosed hi. 
master's name. J pay bIOI wages. The marriage was performed at my expense. 

I have only beard the prices of tbe slaves remaming In Bebar from my brother. ' 
The girl who was bought from her master 'cost 41 rupees. 
The self-sold man, 26; of the other two I have forgotten the price. " 
Of those In Calculta, the male who WI18 bought from his maternal uncle in Calcutta, 

cost seven rupees. 
The gu} who IS married to .the runaway slave cost 11 rupees; she was bought in Behar. 
The unmarned :glrl w~s ~oughl for five rupees in Calcutta. . 
All the seven are Behar people of the Kuhar caite, . 
The maternal relations ~ho so)d the children to me, had settled in Calcutta; and were 

10 distress. I do not know If the chlldlen were born here or in Behar. 
It IS Jl moral duty incumbent. on the master to rrovlde fot the matnage of bis slaves. . , 
If my male slave 1l18meS the female slave Q another, the progeny aU belong to the 

owner of the woman. , ' 
The owner of the female to wb,om my slave 1.11 Behar IS married, has assigned a bouse 

to which my slave goes at night after ~IS wOfk IS over. They bave chIldren, who all belong 
.to her master. , 

It is uncommon for slaves of different, masters to intermarry. 
It IS not uncommon for a flee,Kuhar to marry a, slave. Evett ifhe were to marry a free 

,woman, the children would .be under ber do million, I\nd not under his, according to the 
lules of the Kuhar caste, therefore he has less reluctance to marry a slave. 

If a free girl marry a slave, which often happens, the children are free, as they follow 
'her condItion. ' • -. - - • < --

These customs belong to the Kurml as well as the Kuhar cas Ie. ' 
Slaves are in general well treated. If they live 10 II separate house, they have rations; 

If In the house of thor master, they 'have' thel' portion of the food which IS dressed for 
the family. They alI receive c1othmg; IlsuaJt, two 8Ults in the yea~ 

The quantity of food is' not fixed, but 'proportIOned j to the 'appetite of the slave when he 
Jlve~ In the bous.e; but \\hen he lives separate, and chooses to dless hiS own food, be 
receives a fixed allowance. An adult male would receive three seers (Jf rICe In the husk, 
or two seers of wheat unground, and m aJdltlOD three quarters of suI too, whlcb is the 

, meal made, fr~m_ in~erlor graifl or pul~e. This IS mure than he can COllsume, and he barter. 
t1)e surplus (or salt. and' other condiments. . . 

_. H~ has no allowance of fuel, but must find it for hImself. 
He sometImes can get a. lIttle tobacco out of the surplus, but it is not. enough to pur. 

chase,pawn and beler. 
U is,consldeled th~ the slave has ~ right to support lQ Sickness ~lld a~e: I never knew 

it refused. . -
Extleme ill usagJ would tlot confer a right to emancipation, bUl th~ magistrate would 

pUnish the masler In that case. • 
If the mdster had no OOC8Slon for any lIerVlce from"the able-bodied slave, he would teI~ 

JlJDI to go ~~d earn, ~is own hvellhoodl but without relmquubwg hili legal rights. . 
, I do not lInow ot any case of a slave bemg let to hire: but mortO'ag-es of slaves occur 
lD Iwo forms;. that IS to say, when the slave remains 10 tbe, pos8e8s1~n.~ of' the mortgagor, 
and when be IS transferred to the mOI·tgag-ee. In Ihlslatler case tbe mortg8~ee supports 
the, slave, amI has the benefit of his labour ~ which however doel not, Without speCial 
{)greement, go to dlscb~rge the iritere~t.~" ,,'" , • 

:rhe children born durlOg the mOJtgage belong in either case to the mortgagor. 
-. I renie~ber a edse which. occurred III neh~r 'three ()~ four'yea~ ago,: A Somasi c1almed 
a man tlame~ Beetul, and several others, as hiS hereditary' slaves; tlie cas~ was decld,ed IQ 

lbe pJa"~hlf, 10 1<1~our by the Sudder AmetD, a~d tbe aeCISJOD was confirmed by the zillah 
~ _ ~ourt. ~ I,' • , 

,I have 



A,tI1D, l\i~AS'Q'RES; TAKEN. FOa ITS ABOUTION. 

I have lived eight years in Calcutta; before that time, I lived for 22 years in the Clty of 
Palna. going occasiGnaIly to my family house. J 

, Slaves are usuaJIy transferred by a bill of saJe, called puttrs. There are two ways in 
whIch the sale of slaves (whether self-sale llr sale by a master) takes place. On .. is when 
the price IS settled between the parue~; In the other the price 18 settled by a COlDulittee of 
arbitrators, who fix the price after a personal exsmJnac/On of the slave. If the slave about 
to be sold IS a pre~nant woman, and the tuture off .. prmg is sold with her, the price is 
greater than it Would be If the woman were sold alone. 

A Kuhar could not be reqUired to perform the work or a sweeper, but sometimes he will 
do such wOlk If his mastens Ill. 

There are some slaves who live, with thelf master's consent. 'Oil the lands of other 
persons, and perform no service forJl!eu· masters, except attendwg at festivals when they 
receIVe food. 

1t Is more economical to have labour performed by slaves than ov freemen; slaves show 
more zeal In the sprvlCe of their mastelS. 

The females belonglDg to HlDdoo families in poor cir!!umstances have no objection to 
hire themselves as servants. 

It IS common to commit the custody of valuable' things in the bOuse to slates, but not 
to employ them In zemmdary offices. 

The sale of children 18 very frequent in times of scarcity. 
,Their r~latlOns who sold them have no right of redemption. 
When a man agrees to serve for food, he can' hardly be c,\Ited a slave; his children are 

not affected by the contract. 
When a Mahomedan buys a Hindoo 'sMve, he does not usually make a convert of hIm. 
Self-mortgage sometimes occurs, and is subject to the saine rules as the mortgages of 

which I ~ \Ve spoken • 
• .. IS kind of contract does not affect the children. 
I never heard of a byakara. 
The transfer of slaves is very common, but people of consl~eration thmk It derogatory 

to sell these slaves, and, when In reduced circumstances, prefer to Jet their slaves go and. 
earn thelf own livelIhood. ' 

It is Tdwful and no,l discreditable for a master to sell hiS slaves to purchasers hvmg at 
a dls/ance, and to separate families;' but such cases are rare. ' 

,1t,IS usual for the master, aft.;'r he has fixed the price of hiS slave, to allow him to select 
any purchaser who IS wllhng to give that price. 

Toere are no adscNptl glebfZ in Behar. ' 
Slaves have frequently been Bold 'in execution of rlecrees by order of the courtllill Behar, 

Patna, and Shahabad. but I cannot lell whethE!1' this IS still done. 
They are not, I bel,eve, sold for arrears of rent or revenue. 
Procurt:sseil do obtam female children for purposes of prostItution. 
There are no dancjng~girls attached to the temples III Behar. 
Slaves lire diVIded among the fami~y, like any' other part of the inhe~itaJJce • 

• !Z9 January 1839. 

Ram Crulma Palnai a~d Mahamti or C!riali Kait. 

I AM a native of Village Bir Muk Runder Pow, perguunah Sacai, near PooreeJ in- the 
southern dIviSIon of Cuttack. 

• I am mooktear by occupal1on. I have lived all my life in Cuuack, and have only beeR 
two months In Calcutta. 1 am the owner 'of SIX village,!; J have DO slaves of my own i my 
lands are cultivated by free people: There are slands in Central and Soutb Cuttack. ,They 

, are the children or descendants of lDen of .hlgh caste, except Brahmms, and of Mussul
mans. by concubmes ot lOferJOr classes • 

. ' Among the lower caSlel self-sale, and the sale of chlldreR: In times oC scarCity, are also 
orl2;108 of slaverv. • 

The pure castes are, Chasa, dural a, Khundait, Soodra (proper), GooTea (confectioner), 
Burlee (carpenter), Loohar, Bus BunOla (seller of pieces), Naplt. l " 

The Impure are, Telee, K.) burt-Rare~ Gold, Tanta, Rungree (dyer), Chumar, Gokha. 
Khundra, Baslee, Pan. Baree Darn, Ba~dee. " 

The BrahmIns do not own domesue slaves, but they have slaves fQr out-door work • 
. The lmpule castes are employed exclus}'ic)y In out-door work; the pure are employed 

In both out-door and 1O-<loor work. 
Sales of slaves are not commOD. 
Tholie slaves who are the spurious klDdretl of tbelr inasters are never sold; the others 

not very often. . 
.• The sale IS IOval111 Without the' consent of the ~lave. ThiS IS the local usage of the 

.,couutry. I have heard of a proclamatIon of Mr. Kelt, which prohIbited the sale of slaves. 
J •• The COI)Sent Qf the slave IS necessary, by the old locai usage, independently 'Of the plO-
elam.uion. { ) ~ I. "J f i: ",'" 1 
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The IIpuriO\l8 ofi'sflrlPg of a ~hssulman by II WOman of low caste would not be a slave; 
I do 110t know whether he would lDherit. 

,I never heard of any class of sla'f'es u\ Cuttack called mooIta zatla". . 
There are some -classes so 'Very Impure, that it 18 necessary to wash after accidenta\Jy 

C()rtllfig in contact wltll them. If one of these see a man of respectability COlD log te,wards 
bllD, he ellher glfes way or gives warnIng, that tbe men of good calile .may ,&'told .the 
pollution. ' 

If a slave of pure caste is dIsobedIent, it IS usual to correct hIm by slaps With tbe hand" 
\11,1" the course With a slave of Impuro caile is to complam to the darogah, who will ad
mODish him; he may also be corrected by causing another Impure man to beat bim. 

1 n€'Ver heard of an mstance of emancipation; the slaves do DollR general deSIre it. . 
It so.metJmes bappens that a master 10 peranged Clrc;umstances will fflll bis slave to go 

and earn Ius own hvehhood. . 
In this case U IS not usual for the master to receive any of the slave's earuings UDless the 

slave should be hiS child. 
T,he Ulaster does not. by thiS proceeding relint}uish his legal rIghts. though sometimes 

the slave becomes practically flee. But thIS does not frequently happen. . 
jl'lever heard of a slave beJog let tQ hlfe. • 
No time is allowed to tbe slave to work on his own account., 
SlavE'S are martled With the same rites as free people Qf the Same caste, and their funerals 

are'performed in the same way. ., • 
i)ptnetlmes 11. master will marry two of hiS slaves to each other; sometimes be will pur

chase a husband or wlte for Ins slave, and sometimes be Will marry them to the slaves of 
other mastel'S. 

F,ee people do not intermarry With slavest except tholle people who, thollgh not belong
ing to any owner, have the talOt of'slavery In their hlood. These people lOarry _laves 
wuhout loss of consideratIOn. . 

When I speak of bUYlOg a husband or WIfe, I do not mean bUoYing them floJU another 
master, for It III hot usual for masters to sell their "laves. I mean the purchase of a man 
frOln h'TTuelj, or of It glfl flom her parents. 

The max in which regulates the Jocal usage is that the seed is more worthy than the soil 
ill the dlstrlbution of the ,offspnng, and therefore JE II< free man marnes my Idave girl, with 
or without my consent, the oflSprlDg IS hiS. ' 

It IS not usual :upon the marnage of slaves to make any special agreement respecting tbr-
ownership of the offsprIng. t ,: 

If I consent to the marriage of my female sJave WIth a free mall or with the slave of 
amothel'l&aster,. sbe ceases'to be my Ilave. 10 the first case she becomes flee, In the lasl 
she Letomes the slave of the husband's master. " 

'fbe conditIon of slaves IS barder than that of free labourers. Their work 111 harder, thelf 
fnre and 'Clothmg are worse. and tbey are sometimes beaten. 

When I said the slaves do Dot deSire eml.lnClpalJon. I mean that tbey look upon it as • 
unattainable, and therefore do DoL tbmk about It. 

The slave is entitled to mamtenaDce from hiS master in age and infirmity, nnd I think 
that Mr. Wllkmson, formerly collector and magistrate of Cuttack, enforced thiS right ID a 
case which was brought hefOrelnm. 

It IS not usual to exact the lowest offices from slaves of pure caste, but if the tnaster 
inSist, the slave mvs\, obey. The slaves of Impure caste'perform the lowest offices. 

The labour of slaves is mOre economical than than) ~hat of free labourers. 
If I could obtam slaves I should-cultlvate my Villages by means of them, but they are 

not to be bad, and I "bo'Ol<1 also employ them for domestic purposes. . 
There IS no redemptIon 10 the case of self-sale or sale by parents. , 
The proporlioD of IIlaves (meaning bY' the term all who have the stigma of slavery) to 

free m~n, IS as 6 to 10; one part out of the SIX 18 lD actual slavery. the other five practi
cally flee: I am spellklng only of Southern Cuttaek. 

Southern Cuttack 18 more tlJlckJy peopled, and more cultivated, than the other diviSions.' 
The people are mOle industrious; this. has always been the case. 

The purchase of children by procuresses for 'Ptostltutlon takE."'! place. The children are 
someullles kidnapped, and sometimes bought from their mothers • 
• ,1 remember that Mr. W Ilkmson punished a man" nh eight months' impfiSOntnent for 

sellmg a c111ld he had krdnapped. 
Slaves are 'Dever sold, in exectltiOD of decrees, or for arrears of rent or revenue.. 
There are 50 or 60 famlhes of slaves belongmg to tbe Temple of J uggernautb. The 

rualea of these lamlbes are not roamed 10 the females, but lave With them in a state of 
concu?lnage. The members of thIS college of devadasis, or slaves of the god, is kept up 
by th.elr own pl'.ogeny, and no addllloD8 to their numbers from without is permitted. 

There IS '8Dother'temple in Cuttack, that of Rogenat, WhlCIl has a SImilar establishmen.t. 



AND MEASURES'TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION . . ' -, , 
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HINDU SLAVERY . 
. IN the technical language' of Hindu law the Susrnsbaka, or peX;on owing 
service (snsl'usha) is 'fivefold: the pupil (sishya), the apprentice (antwasi), 
the hiteling (chrittaka), the overseer (adhikarma hit), and the 'Slave (dasa). 
Breach of obedience due, is one of the 18 titles of law. The fout first ar~ 
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Narada, 'VIde 
Digest, B. 111. 
c. 1, V. 3. 

Narada, Digest, 
BIll. C. 1, v 26. qenominated servants (karmakara) and are liable to pure work. 

I 2. There are Hi deseriptions of slaves enumerated by Narada, who are said Narllda, Digest, 
ttl be liable' to impure work: 1, The house-born (grihajata) one born in the B. Ill. c 1, v. ~9· 
house of a female slave; 2, the bough~ (krita); 3, the obtained Oabdha); 4, 
tLe inherited (daya dupagata); 5, the self-sold; 6, the captive in ;val'; ~, the 
apostate from religious mendicity or asceticism; 8, the maintained In a famine 
(arrakala chrit13); 9, the pledged by his owner; 10, the slave for a debt, who 
sulnnits to slavery for discharge (rom debt; 11, the won in a stake (panejita). 
one who is overcome in a contest, one who had agreed to submlt to slavery in 
tbat event; 12, the ielf-ofl'ered with the words" I am thine;" 13, the consti-
t~ed (krita), for a stipulated time, 14, the slave fop' his food (bhakta das); 15, 
~e slave for his bride (badava krita). 

13. The labdha, or obtained slave, is described in the Mitakshara as obtained 
by, acceptance and the like. Mr. C&lebrooke has rendered the term l' received 
b~ donation," the author of the Digest 18 his comment says" by acceptance of 
dQIlatioll; and the like." If not included in this denomination, the female slave 
ac~uired by h~r marriage to a man's slave is a 16th class. According to a text 
of~ Katyayana, and its comment in the Vevada Chmtamaln, :she may be either a Digest, B. m. 
free woman or slave of another, if he has assented to her marriage. Another c. 1, v. 55· 
in~tance which may perhaps be included in· the labdha, is below noticed (p.9). 

4. The free man in the last eight instances mnst consent to slavery. The 
maintained in a famine is described 'by the author of the Mitakshara, as " pre
setved from death for slavery." TIle apostate becomes the king's slave, if he 
fail in performing atonement. The authQr of the Dig est says that the captive 
in~war must also assent to slavery to save his hie; but l1n the Mitakshara his 
8$ent is .not implied. . 

6. Menu enum~l'ates seven slaves; the captive, the slave for his food, the Menu, c. 8, 
. hqught, the house-born, 'the given, the paternal, and the penal (danda dasa), v 'P5. Cited in 
e~plained to be one con~enting to slaverJ'y to discharge a fine and the like. The Digest, B Ill. 
author of the Mitakshara says ~hat this enumeration is not exclusive of, ather c. 1, v 3.3· 
descriptions of slaves, which opinion the auth01.' of the Digest adop1s. ' 

j 6. Any person bound to obedience, is only bound to- render service suitable 
to his class, according to which also is he to be treated. In the Digest, B. .III. 
cap. 1, s. 1, v. 7, the verse of Narada which implies this position is not rendered 
4ccording to the comment, and the more obvious sense of the text; but it. is 
$lid generally, that aU slaves ate to perform the lowest offices. - - -
I 7. By the old law, in the direct order of the classes, a Brahnul1 mIght have a , 
ivif~ of (!aeh of, the three classes inferior to hlmself; a Kehatnya, one of' both Digest, B.III. 
of his two inferior·classes; and a Vaisya a Sudia wife. On the same principle c. 1, v. 50, 57. 58-
servitude is said to be in the direct order o£ the -classes; the superior can:p.o& 
be the slave of the inferior, but an equal may be of an equal. 

8. But the Brahmin is not liable to slavery. The apostate is stated generally .. Digest, B. m. 
to be the slave of the king in the Mitakshara. which does not cite the, text -of c. 1, Y. 30

• 

Katyayana in which it is said the apostate Brahmin is.- to be banished .. The 
rule of slavery in the direct order of the classes does not apply to the apostate, 
slave. According to the authol of the Digest,. a Kshatriyaa nd Vaisva apostate ldem, v. 56. 
may, if he assent. serve an inferior Hindu sLive'. . -

9. In treatises of adoption~ an eJ.tract,. imputed to ~he Ka1eka PUrana. (though 
of doubtful ~Q.thenticity) is prominently ~ited. (See uanslation of the Dattaka 
Mimansa, s. 4, p. 22; and Mitakshara on U Inheritance," cap. 11, s,' I, p.13.) 
It has a passage which declares that adopted sons duly initiated may be eon:
sideted as. sons" else they are termed slaves." The author of the Digest. COlD.- • 

menting on the word~ .. ~ought" an$! ','.recei.ved" in Narada's description of 
siavesl observes tJlat they may mean also boys purchased or, received for adop~. 
tion, ,but who haye become slaves through some failure in the form;. and he Book III. e. t, 7 
dd h h T._ I . d d' f d h' h k comment on v.1l • a s, t at t ey JJ(!come saves lU epen ent 0 consent;. an e l§ not s a en 
23~. ',~ E 4 " , in 
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in his positioJ;l, though it should be urged that thus a Brahmin might become 
a slave. ' . " , f ' 

10. Sir T. Strange in his appendix to the 5th chapter of his Hindu Law, 
quotes a letter of Mr. Colebrooke {)n Hindu slavery- generally, in which he 
discusses the peculiar point;. just referred to. Mr. Colebrooke quotes' the 
elaborate exposition of the author of the Dattaka Mimansa (8.4, p. 40, 41, 46), 
which is, in effect,' t4at the informally-adopted. falls to the condition of a slave 
if the adoption fail, Jrom three causes, 1, excess of age;' 2, rites omitted;' 
3, impossible from their prior performance. Mr. Colebrpoke does' not treat the 
construction of, the author,of the Digest with mllch respect, and adds, 'that but 
for the commentary of the author of the Dattaka Mimansa, he should consider 
the words in the passage of the Kalika Purana as figurative, and merely 
intended to declare the adoption void. 
. 11. The auth9r of the Mitakshara, in his comment on the 'labdha, or 
obtained slave,. as already noticed, says' by acceptance (parigraha) and the 
like. Parigraha, means also adoption, but if he contemplated the case of the, 
informally-adopted, he would probably have been more explicit. 

12. I think the first impression of Mr. Colebrooke, that the passage in the 
extract imputed to the Kalika Purana, is not to be construed literally, is cor· 
rect; nor,does the comment or Nanda Pundit appear to me opposed to this. 
He merely deduces from the text three predieaments, in which, in an informal 
adoption, the adopted are said'" to be sla'Ves," that is, do not acquire the filIal 
l'elation. 

DIgest, idem, v. !l, 13. The power of moderate chastisement of slaves seems a necessary condi
(balfver. omItted.) tion of, the relation of master and slave. Menu (cap. 8, v.'299 and 300) 
Sir W. Jones has used servant In declares that a wife, a son, a slave (dasa) a pupil and a younger 
his translation of this text, so also brother may be chastised with a rope, a slip of bambu {venq:' 
elsewhere, v. 'P5 in particular; but dala); they are to be beaten on the back part of their bodics. 
~r. ~ol~r~ke Bhi'i~ substitutes The person chastising contrary to this rule incurs the penalty' of 
save, tit e Ig.. . C. 1, v. 33· theft. The commentator, Kalluka Bhatta, says the chastisement Is 

Idem, )0. 

v.19· 

for the sake of instruction, and that t~e bambu -dala is a. lig~t sulak a slip. 
01' lath. A text of Katayayana, cited m t.he Rutnakara, IS thIS "Corporal 
punishment (tadana), and bindil!g, SO also vexation (vidambana). These are 
the penalties of a slave; pecuniary; fine is not ordained." The author of the 
Rutnakara explains that by corporal punishment is meant flagellation with a J 

whip and the like; by vexation, tonsure, exposure on an ass and so forth. 
14. N arada declares that the pupil deserting his master may be corporally 

punished and confined; and Gotama s~ys, ", that for ignorance and incapacity 
he may be corrected with a small rope or cane." The Rutnakara -commenting 
~n another text of Narada enjoining the duty of the pupil, says that he' is thuif 
declared to be a senant. 

15. By another text (>f law the mutual litigation between husband and. wife, 
teacher and pupil, father and son, master and servant, is not legal. The author of 
the Digest rem~ll"ks, that this does not exclude special cases, and l that the text· 
implies'that the teacher, and so forth; has the power of correction; and adds that 
if the pupil or the son violate bis duty, and the teacher or father be weak and 
IlDable to correct him, it is consistent with common sense that he "should then 
apply to the king:' 

16. ~a~ada in his text has the words -" 'badha and bandha" (binding); the 
former might mean peath ; and the author of the Mitakshara obviates that sense 
b¥ declaring that corporal punishment (tadana) is meant" on account of the , 
slIghtness of the fault." It is not important whether the mode of punishment 
indicated ~y " a rope" is tying up or stripes. It appears clear that the Hindu 
law recognIses the power of the master to inflict moderate chastisement on his 
!>lave: , He is~ however, liable to punishment for abuse of tWit power. . '" 

. ] ,. Can a slave own or earn property independent of his master'/ There are 
Dlg1est, B. JU

d
• two nearlY' identical pas'Jages of Narada and Menu (chap. 7; 416.) on this 

c •• v. 51 an 59, b' h' h d 1 h . , 
, " 8U ~ect, w IC ec are t at a wlfe, a sla<ve, and a !;o~ can have' no exclusive 

ld . property, and tha.t t,heir gains belong to their owner. f A pa~age of Katyayana 
em, v. 54, d I th d f h ' , ec ares . e omlDlOn 0 t e master over the slave's goods: "But the master' 

,has .no nght to the goods acquired by his favour or sale." According to orie 
, rending ce, by pu~lic sal~," Ano~her reading rejects the negative. The passage 

quoted .is as It ;Occurs In the prmted copy.of the Chintamani ;, the author or 
\-'1 which 
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which says, )'I'hatever property is obtained by a slave by the favO'ur ~f 4is master, NO'. 2. 
and by self-sale, is the slave's prO'perty; the master is nQt entitled,to it. IN UI A 
.. 18. KaHului Bhatta, cQmmenting O'n ~he above text Qf Mani, says that it is to' 
declare the independence Qf, the wife and the rest, and he illustrates the case Qf 
Stridhan, as an instance Qf"'prQperty in the wife. The authQr Qf the Digest, in 

his, cQmmen.t Qn thelle passages, SE:ems of opiniO'n, that the !Slave may have exclu-
sive prQperty; and in a priQr passage he, cQmbats the QbjectiO'n that a slave 

. maintained having nO' prO'perty, cannO't repay his foO'd, by asserting that he Digest. 13- III 
may through affectiO'n PQssess prO'perty. c. 1, v. 4~. 

19. As a general position it appears, hO'wever, to' me cO'rrect to say, that the 
gO'O'ds and earnings O'f a slave belQng 10' his master, the exceptiQns being the 
case O'n which the master has assured the slave's ownership, the proceeds O'f a 
self-sale, O'r any thing analQgous. ' 

20. By' the preservatiQn O'f his master's life frQm imminent danger a slave is Id em, \.42. 
not O'nlv emancipated, but entitled to' inherit as a SQU; and if a female slave bear 

. , her master a SQn, accO'rding to' a text of Katyayana' bO'th are entitled to' lIberty; Idem, v. 49 
but accQrding to' the explanatiO'n O'f the Prakasa PariJata, and Qther Maithila 
bO'Qks, as nO'ticed in the Chintamani and pigest, this must be Qnly cQnsidered 
in the caSe where the master has nO' legitimate O'r adO'pted SQn. 

21 Except by the preservatiQn O'f his master's life and his will (and in the Idem, v. 35. 
case O'f tpe female slave, by bearing him a sQn), there is l'lq emancipatiQn ()f the 
first five slaves enumerated in para. 2. This is distinctly stated by the authQr 
.or the Mitakshara, whO' dO'es nQt even allude to' the text Qf Gotama favourable 
to' the 'female slaves In the case premised. 

22. AccQrding to the cO'mments of Vignaniswara, Qn a very Qbscure text Qf Idem, v. 44. 
Yajuya Walkya (which he declares applicable to' the apprentice as well as sale). 
the ~la".e maintained in a famine, and the slave for his fQQd, are emancipated by 
rehqquishing their supp~rt" an4 replaciJl.g what they have CQnsumed 'frQm the 
'eO'm~encement Qf their slavery. But thee-wQrds of this text dO' not suggest thIS 
latter PQsition. , , 
~ ,2~. Naruda says, the first is released by giving a pair of oxen; fQr what he Idem, V.43· 
con~umed in a famine is not discharged by labO'ur. and he adds, ,that the'secQnd 
is released immediately O'n relinquisb,ing J;iis fOQd. The authQr of the Rutna-
karjl hQlds. that the slave fed in a famme obtains his lIberty by relinquishment 
6f fOQd and gift of a pair Qf O'xen. In this, the more obviO'US sense of the text, 
the. author, Qf the Digest cO'ncurs, nO'ticing, hQwever, that the authQr of the 
Vevada' Chintamani h~ds that he must give the Qxen in addltiQn to' what he has 
cOJl~UIp.ed. 

~4. A~QrdlDg to the Chintamana and Digest, the slave for his fQod is released 
by relinquishing the same; and this appears the mO'st reasQnable dQctriI\e. . It 
does nO't seem unreasQnable that he whO'se hfe was saved in famine should make 
some4return besides his labour; but that he shQuld give bQth a pair Qf oxen, and 

, the value of .his supPQrt, ,is hardly just, and prooably,nQt inteJ!ded.' -
25. )'he debtQr slave is released by liquidatiQn of his debt with interest, accord- Idem, v. 46 

ing to Narada. The cO'mment in the Mitakshara..on. 'the obscure texlllo( Yajuya 
Walkya, already nO'ticed; says that the debtor slave is discharge~ on repaying, 
with'interest, his present creditQr what he paid to' redeem hIm frO'm a former 
creditO'r. This seems the ,mentiQn of a special instance by way of,illustratiQn 

26.- The pledged slave reverts Qf CQurse to his master. whO' pledged 'him, if 
, he-redeem him frQm the- mortgagee. This'is declared by Narada. But 'an 

involved and obscure com,ment On the abQve obscure text O'f'Yajuya'Walkya in Id~m, V.'45. 
th~ Mitakshara, bears this cQns'truction, that the pledged slave is released Ion his' Cited in Digest 
paying the amQUnt fQr which his master pledged 'him, with intel'est'. It, how,.' B. U1. c. 1, ' 

ever" h;lrdly can have, been meant that an owner', pledging his 'slave ~t· all, (,olI\ment,cn~ 46• 
under-valuati9n., shO'uld give the slave the right: of redenipuQn' at' that under 
price. - ... --..r ' •• '\ 

27. Th'e sla~e fQr his bride (literally, attracted by a female slave),js e!Danci-.
pated by separatiQh~ .. because" (says the authQr of the Mitakshara), "It, is 

• prQhibited to cohabit witn a slave." " ' 
• ~8. The slase fQr a term,is, of course, emancipated qy the lapse ,of the periQd~ Idem, ,. 46. 
The ~ptive, tqe stake wO'n, and the self-Qffered are emancipated, accordm!! to' 
N 

. ~ Idem, \", 4':' 
arada,. cited in the Mitaks.\lara, by finding n substitute e'uaIly eapable of 

. 2 8' • - i# '\ I b 3 . .'. , '-. F ' a our, , . 
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Narawt,~teJm theVevada l~bou~ that is acC'ording to Ve:tada Chintamani, ,. another .slave." 
CblD~aJai'- and YaJuya For the apostate the only release is death. He is the slave of the 
WalkJa, in the Mitaksbara. kinO'. Text$ of Hindu law especially provide for the release Qf'those 
Idem, v. 4°,41. enslaved by f~rce, or by' fr.aud of kidnappers, and the jnterference of the king is 

required. . . h' 
- '29~ - It thus appears, "that for the mass of slaves which fall Wit III the first five 

c1asses the law has gil'en little hope of tmaneipation. , 
30. There are two texts of Menu wbicb, if taken literally, abridge that hope: 

D· B m' a Brahmin may compel any Sudra, though unbought, to ren.der service of a 
1gest,. . . d h B h d 

c. 1, v. 36 and 38. sla ve {dasa} to him, for he was ~rea.te . to serve t. e • ra mIn, an .even. the 
emancipated is nol released from hIs serTlle .state, which 1S natural and Indehble. 
(Chap. 8, 'Y. 41S and 414.) , 

31 The commentator adds, "For spiritual purposes it Ii necessary that obedi· 
ence be paid by a Sudra to the Brahmin, o~ .othe~ twicp-born man.

p 

This is 
what is meant, els~ th~ subseqaent enumeratIon of slaves would be nugat.ory;" 
that is, if a. Sudra can never escape from servitude. The author of the 

It IS mentioned by Chintamani, ,comm.enting on the last or the two texts, states it is meant. to 
~m M a tS'dage of e:J.press contempt of sl~ves, otherwise purchase and oth~r causes of slavery would 
Pu~an:.r an aya not be pertinent in regard to SU(kas, nor would they' be capable of manu .. 

mission.' . • -
32. 6 The author of the Digest has a long~ and as usual, unsatisfactory comment 

on the above terrmq texts. He denies that the Sudrll W8.li! born' a slave to alI 
men, or becomeS the slave or' anyone wno takes him., but intimates that the.,. 
relation of master and slave is indissoluble. Regft.rding the text, as applicable 
to the slave licensed", not enfranchised, be ~upposes the case whexe snch slave 
'imdertakes't4e seryice ora second :master. In that case he belongs to him, and 
may be coerced to do servile work. 'without penalty incurred by the .second 
master. , 

n ' B III ~3. In bne inslance. the p' ower of t~e master to'sell seems limited. Acc:ord-1gest,. . ~ ,. 
t. I, V. 60. ing to a text of Katyayana, cited iii tne Chintamani, 'a man, not urged by 

distress, who attempts to sell his female slave, who is obedient, and objects, is to. 
ne fined two panas. The text implies that the sale would be illegal. 

34. The i~su.e 'Of a slave is a. slave. This is implied by the definition 'Of tbe 
honse-born, and the position, that th~free woman wht) marries a. slave becomes 
a slave 'Of her husband's master. If a. man, without stipulation to the contrary,,' 
allowed his slave girl to ruarry a free man, it sho'uld follow that Bhe would be 
released from her master.' But if his assent 'Yere wanting, bis property in her 
'Would remain undisturbed, and the 'Offspring, tm the general principle' of the 
greater right of the owner of the soil, would be his. This principle is" distinetly 
laid down in Menu, chap. 9, 'V. 48 ~d 5S. But 'if some of the natives, examined 
by the Law CotnlTI,ission, are accurate, this rule, on defect of stipnlation, does not 
seem always to be the local u-sage. On~ witness, a. resident t>( Cuttack, says, the 
local usagE' ,is the converse of the legal rule, and others have stated that, in the 
absence of -special agreement, tlie masters 'Of slaves who, have intermarried 'Share 
the progeny. .. ' . 

35t The 8th of Mr. :M'Na~ten~ Collection of Precedents on Slavery, has a: 
construction of Hindu law restizfg on reasoning. If A. 'WOuld sell his alave B. 
to Co' for a ;fixed p1'ice, and by such sale a great grievance would be inflicted on 
B., as fcrr instanee, his rem.oval to a distant country, then, in that case, if another 
purchaser:.at the same price offers, whether designated by B. or not, A. must 
sell to such other purchaser. Tlle reason .assigned is, that -the master would 
suffer no loss. The present pundit of the Sudder Dewany Adawlu$, Vendya Nath 

. Mist! who gave this opinion, has been examined by the Law Commission, and states 
that It would be cons~der.ed as .oppressive to s.ell a slave so as to place him bey~nd 

, the reach ;of communication WIth people of his own class -or to separate familIes' 
th h' " , e courts oug t to :l~terfere ~o F:event such. sales. There does not appear to, 
be any, legal ~uth~rltles mamfestmg such tenderness for the slave; and if the 

• PUndit s .doctnBc IS to be taken for law, it.must be considered as resting on' 
popular usag; and feeling, t() which is opposed -any ()ppressiye exercise of his 
powe~ OVel'hlS slave by a master. . --' r ,. 

. , . , Ishmed) J. C. C. Sutherland, , 
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, . i February 1839. , 
IT is proper to begin with a short statement of my' motives for sending up thiJl 

separate Minu~e with our Report,. , 
The Law Commission recommended, that in the Penal C;ode, "no act falling 

under the definition of an offence sholild be exempted from punishment~ because 
it is committed by a master against a slave." We are llO\y called upoQ to say 
whether the law is not already in conformity with that recommendation in every 

• part of British Indta, and if it iIJ not. to prepare a dran of an Act which shall 
make it so. An opinion upon the expedIency of the law is not asked from us; 
but the expediency of' such a special law does .eot necessarily follow from ~he 
expediency of adopting the principle in. a general code;" and therefore, being 
called upon for a_ draft of such a special law, 1, think we are. called upon "by 
our position to express an opinion upon the question of expediency, if we have, 
formed one. We hav~ abstaiQed from doing so in our Report for the reasons 
therein mentioned. I'have formed an opinion upon this question, and so far as 
regards this presidency, an opinion which, J think, is vtt, unlikely to be shaken 

• by further inquiries, and I therefore take t~is mode of expressing it. 
I shall first consider wbether there is any reason to suppose that the proposed 

law will excite dissatisfaction in any SUell degree as ought to prev€'Ut its enact.
ment. 

For this purpose it is properoto consider what changes in. the laws relating to 
slavery ha.ve already been made; and acquiesced in.. . 

Regulation X. of 1811 prohibited. the importation of slaves from foreIgn 
countries. " 
. Whether the prohilution is of importation of slaves generally, or only of 
importation of slavei foJ' the purpose of sale, given away, or otherwise disposed 

. of, is difficult to $ay, when the. various high authorities who have held contrary 
opinions upon the point are considered. 

• The \lonourable Court of Directors, OD the 2~h April 1820. held, that the 
regulation prohibited. importation generally. The contrary doctrme, howeveT. 
seems to have' been acted upon both hefore and since. The Regulatiou IV. of 
1832 prombits the removal of slaves for the purpose ol traffic from one pro
Vince to another within this .(>resi~ncy. 

'No.2. 
'iNDA~A. 

" 

These are the only two general laws. lIlade by ilie legislature which , n", 'two regulations re-
interfere with the rights of masters; but th~re are several eases in which glUding Klsas, CIted in 
local authorities have legislated with that effect by pr~lamation, and our Report for a different 
others in -hicb the people have believed that. leP"lslation of that, kind purpose, are hardly worth ,. 0- notlelng, wItb a VIew to 
had taken place, which are- deserving of notiet>.. m, present purpose. 

In the yelU' 1812 Sir C. Metcalfe, then resident at Delhi, issued a proclama~ Slavery In rndia, 
tion prohibiting absolutely the '$ala of slaves," The Gove-rnment doubted the 101. /!t ~e'l' 
expediency of thi8 proclamation in respect of this prohibition, and in another 
respect also,. because the law in the tenitory of Delhi would thereby become • 
• different from what it was ill the :rest ef British India. A correspondence eIh 
ilUed, in the C0l.\rse of "hieh Sip C. Metcalfe says, in a letter dated"~d Januarv 
1813, U I do not find that the prohibition of the sale of slaves has occasioned 
any surprise at this place. It is considered t;' be.merely the extension t8 ~his 
tern tory of the orders promulgated in -other parts of the Bntish dominions; and 
from a general mlsunderstandmg of the orders of Government issued elsewhere 
on this subject, it is not known thaI! greater restrictions are in force in dus dis
trict at the present moment than iIi any other part of the country. ,1. is desil'
able" in my humble opinion, that this delusion should not'be done away, either 
here. or elsewhwe. by a formal sanctIon for the sal~ of slavea.·~ 

In a. letter dated 16th April 1813, SlP C. Metcalfe says, in explanation tlf the 
passage just cited, ~' It ,was my intention to intimate that the prohibition of the 
sale withln this territory had not occasioned any surprise, it bping generally con
ceived that. the same prohibitlon previously existed in all ather pWs- of the 
British dominions. The prohibition, of the traffic in slaves, whether it be an
nounct-d in a prohibltion of the sale. or a. prohibition of the importation, must 
undoubtedly occasion a certain degree of dissatisfaction; but it i$ amongst the 
worse orders of the oommuIllty, amongst the professed dealers in human flesh, 
whose abominable livelihood is affected by the abolition, and amongst that de
testable class of w:retches who bring up slave-girls from the earlIest a~e for public 
prostitlltiou.. The respectable., orders ,of society, though they may experience 

238. ~ , F :1 .. ~ - some . . 
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some inconvenienre from the 'Privation, acknowledge the humanity and propriety 
of the prohibition." '. ~ , 

The consequence wii~, that the prohibitlOn was allowed. to cont~nue in the 
proclamation which was substituted for the one above·mentlOned, the 2d article 
of the substituted proclamatiol! being as f?l1ows: ":T.he sale' and purchase of 
slaves in -the territory of DelhI are also. strICtly prohlbIte.d, and any person who 
shall buy or sell, oI:'.sh~l1 j)e concerned,ln bUY1l!g!>r s~lh~g'one~; more slaves, • 
shall be liable to he punished by the court of crlm1llal JudICature. 

The final result is very extraordinary and very illustrative. The proclama. 
tion and all distinct recollection of its contents, appear to have perished at 
Delhi. But in its place there subsists a belief that Sir C. Metcalfe abolished, 
not,the sale of slaves, but slavery itself. . 'I "'.' • 

The commissioner of Delhi says, in his 'answer 'to th~ questions of the Law 
Commissioners, "Since the promulgatipn in this territory of the law prohibiting 
slavery, we have not even recognized possession as a claim, and I do not at this 
present moment J:ecollect any instance of "a male slave petitioning for emanci. 
pation. I have known very many applications from the 'unfortunate class of 
females purchased for the purposes of prostitution, ana in every case the appli
cants were absolved from' any further compulsory servitude, the mistress bemg 
referred to the civil court to obtain compensation for any expense incurred for 
food, clothing, jewels, &c":' • . 

The j\1dge of Delhi says, "About the year 1811, some orders on the subject 
of slavery were issued by the then chief autJ:.tority at Delhi. T~e precise nature 
of these orders I am now unable to state, a copy of them not being procurable; 
but I have reason to believe that they went far to remove all invidious distinc· 
tions between master and slave, and that the courts in the Delhi territory, 
which have probably been guided in their decisions by the orders in question, . 
have not for manv years, so far as I am. aware, recogmzed any right or immu- • 
nity beyond that of service, to attach to the one which did not jn an equal de· 
gree belong to the other." 

The officiating session judge of Cawnpore says, "The reason why such cases 
have never come before me, is principally that my ~xperience since 1833 ha!l 

, been wholly confined to the Delhi territory, where, for a'long time the name of' 
slavery only has existed; its reality has been long extinct." "Having been, 
before my appointment to Delhi, for eight years in South Behar, where I have 
myself, as register anll- civil judge, dally decided cases of purchase of whole 
families of pl'edial slaves, or Kahars, I was astonished to find that slavery was not 
recognised ai Delhi. I was informed that since Mr. Seton's time no claim to 
a slave, or to compel slaves to work, has been allowed, and 1 found the esta
blished practice of the court, that whenever a person petitioned that another 
person had claimed him or her as a slave, an ayadnama, or certificate of free
dom, was given him or, her, to the effect that they were free. I gladly hailed 
this custom, but I pursued another cou:r:se, which I deemed more effectual. It. 
struck me ~hat issuing these ayadnamas or certificates was, to a certain extent; 
allowing tne ex.istence of slaverY,in some sort or other. 'When similar appli. 
cations were made to m~, I used' merely to, ~ass an order that slavery did not 
exist, and informed the petitioner that if any person molested him or her, he 
should be punished." , 

The addltlOnal judge of Burdwan says, in his answer to the questions of the 
Law Commission, "In this, district the impression amongst the natives is almost 
universal, that the ~xisting laws prohibit the purchasing of slaves; and though 
~his is not i.n reality the case, still all. that now remains of the~raffic i~ slaves 
1S th. occaSIOnal purchase of a few chIldren, who are offered for sale in times of 
great scarcity." . , 

T~le officiating ~agistrate of Hooghly, after stating a ca~e from the records 
of hIS office, m whlch two slave-girls, who had been abstracted from their roas .. 
ter's house .. were made ?ver.to him; though they alleged that they had met with 
~onstant maltreatment III hIS house, f;l.!Ids, "It would not, however, be. fair too 
Jud~e o.f the practice of ,the court from one isolated instance. The idea that the 
natIves m g~ner~l .. e~tertai~ of what is lIKely to be the decision of our courts in 
cases of slavery IS wldely dIfferent. I am.informed by the-old inhabitants of the' 
place that, under the Dutch government, \\ hich encouraged slavery, an im:plense 
nnmber ,of persons or that cldSS were to be found in Chinsurah; but finding, after 
,tIle ~esslOn, that Jheir new rulers looked with a cold'eye upon the right of pro~ 

'.. , perty 
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perty wb,ich the master asserted in the slave, they had generally shaken off their No.2. 
fetters and gone. abroad as freemen. So strong indeed was the opinion of our I N D r A. 
disinclinlition to uphold ~lavery, that I cannot learn thafany one ever came for-
ward to reclaim his runaway bondman. Such is sti~l, I have reason to believe, 
the prevailing idea on this subject of the inhabitants of the dIstrict at large." 

The joint magistrate Of Bograh concludes his ~nswer thus: "I would beg to 
remark that the prevailing idea amongst the natives now is, that slavery has beeu 
long since abolished. and the system has to, all intents and purposes ceased." 

Since the general subjec( of slavery was referred to us~ ort the 5th November 
last, we have exa~ined as manynative witnesses conversant. with it as we could 
find in Calcutta. {>De of these~ 'Durbh Singh Das, Oriah Missul Khan, speakIng 
of his country, NOrth Cuttack, states as follows:, " All kinds of slaves are COD

stantly sold, but, according to popular recognition, the consent of the slave is 
necessary. This c~stoni has arisen from a proclamation It is right to mention that another native 
iSilued in 1824 by Mr. 'Robert Keir, whQ was commi~. wItness conSIders thIS to be a local custom of 
sioner of Cuttack. Cuttack, eXISting before the. proclamatIOn of 

Mr. Kelf. 
A slave who was sold against his consent ran away. The master used force 

t() coerce him. He complliined to the magistrate, who gave him no protection; 
he then appealed to the commissioner, who ga'te him hIS liberty, fined the pur
chaser, and issued the proclama~ion of which I have spoken. The proclamation 
declared the sale of slaves illegal. Since that ti~e, I think in 1829 or 1830, a 
slave complained to Mr. Foster, the magistrate, who declared a deed of sale to 
be unlawful, fined the purchaser, ,awarded costs from him to the slave, and 
referred the purchaser to'the civil courts to tecover the price he had paid from 
the seller. This is the only ease I remember since' the proclamatIOn. The effect 
of the procramation has been, not to put an end to sales, but to prevent their 
taking place without the consent of the slave. • 

. These instances aU point to the conclusion, that the respectable and influential 
portion of the native community may be expected to yield a ready obedience to 
any commands of the ruling power, having for their object the protection of 
slaves from oppression. , . 

I have been careful, in setting forth these instances, to confine nlyself 
entirely to statements of fact, and I have therefore omitted some strong 
expressions of opinion contained 'in the documents fl'om whICh 1 have quoted. 
Those expressions are in favour of the perfect safety of legislating to anyex
tent on this subject; but I am not sure that I have net met in the maSs of 
evidence before me, opinions which ought to' be placed in the opposite scale. 
I can venture to affirm that I have met with no statements of fact to be opposed 
to those which I have set forth. Assuming, then, that there is no reason to 
apprehend that the proposed law will excite discontent in any important degree, 
it remains only to be considered whether, upon intrinsic grounds, it is desirable 
that the master should not possess the power of moderately' correcting hIS slave. 

It is necessary to bear in mind that the question relates to iuch moderate cor
rection as a parent may inflict upon his child, not to such severe punIshment as 
a West Indian master might inflict upon his negro. This dIfference, It is true, 
is only one of degree, but it is nevertheles$ a difference of fundamental impor
tance as regards the proposed measure, or more strictly as regards the reasons by 
whIch the proposed measure must be justified. 

If the slave-owner of Bengal were now by law in possession of a power by 
which he could extort produetive labour from his unwilling slaves, if mlg1lt be 
desirable. for the sake of humanity, to take away that powe1; but it could not be 
alleged as one ,of the reasons in favour of such a measure that the power to'" be 
taken from tbe maste1· was a power of no substantial value to him. I think: such 
a reason may be alleged III favour of the proposed law, and ~ thi.nk that reason, 
couplei. "ith the liabllity to abuse which is inseparable from fl power residing 
in private persons to inflict corporal punishment upon adults, suffiCIent to justify 
the enactment of the proposed la,v.. . _. ,<-

Further, if the power in question were substantially valuable, it wight be 
necessary to accompany its abolition, where it still exists, with other measures 
which may well be disp 'nsed with upon the contrary supposition. 

1 think it is desirable that the master should not possess the powel' of moderate 
correction. ' . 

Our researches into the s~blect of Indian slavery have led me to believe that 
• it opel'ates, in a' great degree in'mitigation of the evIls whick are incidil1t ta, 

238• F 3 ,t,he 
• < 



• 
CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 

th~ state of society prev~i1ing in the gre'ater- J?al't ~f th!s country. J belie~. 
that it mitigates the eVIls of poverty, a~ all tim~s pres.smg: heaVIly ~pon ~he 
lower orders in. times of dearth and famme pressmg Wlth Intolerable seventy_ 
Slavery may be regarded as the r~dian poor law and preyentive of·_inf~u~icid~ ; 
and if It were necessary, for securmg the advantages which, belon~ to It In thIS 
capacity, to, invest the ,master witl~ t.he pow~ o( moderate c~)l:recti.on, I should' 
hesitate before I pronounced an opmlOn a~am.st the legal sanctIOn of that power. 
But I do not think that the power of moderate correction can have that effect. 
The only way in which it can be supposed to have that effect is by enabling 
the master to extort producti'Ve labour from an'unwilling slave; to obtain that 
kind of labour which will lea.ve a surplus after maintaining the slave and his 
family. The experience of West Indian slavery and of English pauper~Ul both 
show in their oPt'osite results that productive labour cannot,be extorted from 
au unwilling labourer without tlie infliction or the expectation at. such punish .. 
ment as English manners will not tolerate, as the jUdlcial authorities of British 
IndIa do not recognize, and, as I believe, the laws of India never sanctioned. 
The investigations of the Commissioners, of Poor Law Inquirf in the years 

• 1832-33, produced, if my memory does not much deceive me, an. irresistibla 
body of evidence to the {ruth of this doctrme.' It is not that a man cannot be 
maue to do work. by sucl'.t correction as a parent may indict upon a child. but 
that h~ canOQt be made to- do -such work. o.s will pay for his maintenance and 
leave a {>rofit to his employer. Now there 'is Dot, 1 think,. one or the judicial 
authoritIes among those wh9 have giv~n a distinct. opinion upon the point whQ 
recognizes any greateJ; ~ight in the, tnastef than that w}lich eo parent has ill 
respect of a child} or a master in t:espect or a' scholar Qf all. apprentice; conse-. 
9.uently~ if the ~a.very of this part of India.. iet beneficial to ~e master; it must 
be either heco.use the slave -has some othe:r ;motive besides terror to make it so, 
or that the master oversteps those, n.arrow liroiM to hill power of correction. 
which are recognized 'by all those judicial functionaries whQ admit that any: 
power of correction at all resides in' the master, The fonner supposition.' I 
believe, is in accordance generally with the real state of facts in this country; 
.t?,e latter is only realized in fare cases of exception. Sla.very in t..he East is not 
hke slavery in the W'est l a system of mere violence and oppreSSIOn-a system. 
of which the vivifying prindple is the dread of the cart-whip. Slavery ~n the 
East is a system which seems to be held together by t~e mutual in.terests pi 
roaster and slave, and by the force of .habit; it iii held together v~ry loosely. 
no doubt, but still-sufficiendy to produce practical results. The pe:petual and 
hereditary service of their domestics is what toe \lpp6lJ,' c:;lasses in. India particu
larly desire as Gonducive to that privacy whi£h belongs te> their households ... 
On the other hand, the lower classes are glad to bind. themselves and their 
posterity to such perpetual service, in order to be secure of subsistenc~ in sick
ness, and i~ old age, and in those periods o( sqarcity which are every now and" 
then recurring. The force of habit, so pecu.liarly strong ill this countl'y, 
operates also upon' both parties to pf!:lvent the dissolution of their mutual rela~ 
tiOfi. AU I have hitherto. read and heard of lndian slavery leads me to think 
that it may be described~ with SOme approach to accuracy. as a custQ~ 
according to which a poor family serves a ricll Que..rrom generation. to genera.. 
tion, th.e ri<;h family in return supporting the. pOQr one "in .age and sickness, a~ 
well as III health an~ vigour, an~ lU periods when the pOQr family could not 
earn enough to maintain" itself, as w~ll as, ~h~ it could ea;n more than . 
enqugh. The s~a~ufi of each, family of slaves appears to originate'in. one of two 
ways; first, in a contract by whlch a freemaniseIls himself' and his posterity; . 
o~ sells his child (or other relative) and its ,,Posterity; and secondl y ~ by the 
bIrth of a c?ud which has been begotteu by ~ man of supedOJ( caste upon a 
woman of lOferior c~te. Such child is in "some parts or the country ~ slave. 
and may become of course the stock Qf a race" of slaves' but in"whatever way 
the status may originate, the continuance or i~ must, it 'should seem~ except iIi 
cases of abuset have been in a great measure veluptary on the part of the 
s!ave, for. the master llever seems to have had' any means o~, e1}forcing his 
~lghts whIch were at once lawful and effectual. Pl'oceedin<Ts a<TaInst a slaVE) 
ln courts of law are manifestly ineffectual. Such moder~ c~rection as a 
~aren1; may inflict on a child certainly was l4wfuI, though many of our fune
,tlohal'leS no l?nger permit it; but it mu~t always have been ineffect.ua.l. Such 
severe corr~ctlOn ~ would be effectual has always been. unlawful. 

A " This 
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This last proposition seems evident from the answer of the muftees and N Q. ~. 
pundIts of the Budder Dewanny AdawIut, already quoted in out report. The t N D V\. 
muftees say,.·' It is furtheY unlawful for a. master to punish his male or female _ ....... __ 
shtves for disrespectful conduct, and sllch like offencl!s, farther than by 'zadeeb 
(correction or chastisement), as the power of passing sentences of tazeer and 
kisas, &c. is solely vested in the hakim. If, thertifore, the master should exceed 
the limits of his power of chastisement above stated,' he is liable tOe tazeer." 
Tazeer is, in its lowest degree, the kind or punishment, inflicted upon the smallest 
misdemeanors~ by the D;l.agistrate. 'Wliat the master may inflict upon hls 
slave is something less than the lowest degree of tazeer. 

The pundits say, "Iri ea..'!es of disobedience or fdult committed by the slave, 
the master has power to beat his slave with a tbin stick, til' 'to bind him with it 
rope; and if he should consider the slave de~rving of severe punishment, he 
may pull his" hair, or expose him upon an ass.'" • More correctly 

"The thin stick reminds me of the alleged .right of In Englishman to correct his 'h' .slah~ lnc, orzg.) 
'I" • h '·1 . I . th h· . . . hIls air, as our wile Wlt .a Slml at lUstrument. • t IS true at t e 19nomltlIOUS pums ment ast secretary Mr. 

mentioned might be felt severely by some individuals; but as a general method Sutherla;d,lnfOlnJs 
of extorting profitable work from a reluctant slave, it .can never have been me. 
efficacious. If applied with the frequency with which the cart-whip is applied 
in Georgia OT Caroli.na, it would soon cease to be any punishment at all. In 
what light too these punishments were looked upon by the lawgiver himself is 
"1llanifest from the following passage of Menu: '" 1\ wife, a son, a slave, (mistrans-
lated servant by Sir William Jones), and a younger whole brother may be 
-co!rected, when they co~mit faults, with a rope, or the small shoot of a catle." - l\I enu. 299 and 300 
DIgest, II . .p. 3241. to 308 

The description of persons among w~lOm tne slave is enuIllerated shows clearly' 
. the description of punishment to which he was liable in common with them. 

For confirmation of the view I have here taken of the Hindu law, I refer to 
the compilation by Mr. Sq:therland, which wlll be foun.d'in the Appendix to our 
Report. 
- 1 feel, therefore, little doubt'that slavery in Bengal (if indeed slavery be not 
.an'iIhproper name for such Q co~dition) has subsi~ted for 'ages without any such 
power being vested 111 the master as would enable hIm to extort productl ve labour; 
and, I believe, that the power of parental correction ~hiclJ. he possesses, when it 
has not already been taken from Mm by judicial discretion, may be taken from 
?J.m-without ~y real injury to his.1nter~ests. 1 do nbt mea~ to say that it may 
not be convenIent to 'the master m the government of Ius household, but I 
think that the great liability of SUCll a power to run into excess when it is exer .. 
cised against adults, more than counterbalances any good to the DlJlster which 
can result from .it when ctmfined within its legallitnits .. 

One topic remains to be noticed. I have been considering the proposed law 
with reference only to those in~icti~s by the master on his slave which have the 
-correction of the slave for theIr object. But a master has, by the Mahomedan 
law~ a riglit of a different kind over his female slave, of which the abolItion ought 
to' be univert;ally and certainly known. The answer of the muftees, from whlCh 
1 have quoted above, is of such a nature, when it touches this topic, as to be 
expressed in Latin instead of English, in the translation from the original Persian .• 
I need not allude to it further. than to remark, that lD it is implied that the mas
ter may compel his. female slave to be his· concubine. Of course DC) court Qf 
justice, under l>ur Government, would hold such a law anyjustIficatio~ of an 

.' act of violence or a. course of persecution. But, 1 think,"nevertheless, that it 
may be reckoned among the advantages of the proposed law, that it will include 
a dIstinct negation of so monstrous a right. 

I am not aware that there is any discrepancy between any_ docrine or this 
.Mi~ut6 and what my ~uch .. esteemed colleagues have said in"Note (B.) to the 
Penal Code. . 

The doctrine of my Minute;whicb at first sight may appear 'at variance witl~ 
their views, is, that the'master's power "to correct his slave cannot with prbpriety 
be abolished by an immediate, special, and isolated measure, unless the power is 
already so limIted as to have no substantial value; because, if the power had a 
:substantial valu~ it might be proper to accompany its abolition with other mea
sures. It is true that my colleagues, when they sent u~ the Penal Code. did .not 

• .say this, but I think they ha~e not said. anything that lS inconsistent with it. • 
-~ ,.... . . .. ' , • _(sig~ed) c. H. Cameron. 
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From H. Torrens, Esq. Officiating Secretary to ,the Go,:er~ment of bidia wit~ 
, the Governor-general, to T. H.1Jfaddoclt, Esq. OffiCIatmg Secretary to the 

Government of India, dated 18 December 1838; . . 
ffi~ • 

I AM. directed to request that you will submit, for the consideration of the 
honourable the President' in Council, the accompanying despatG)l; in original 
from the honourable the Court of Directors, desiring that a particular euact: 
ment should be passed, declaring that no offensive act should be exempt from' 
punishment, because committed by a master against a slave. 

2. The Governor-general is impressed with the belJef that this principle has 
been invariably acknowledged, add acted up to in all courts of justice In Bengal 
such being the result of a minute in<Juiry entered into by the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut of the Lower Provinces withm the last four years; and to the records of 
:which ~eference may be easily had for the purpose of verifying his Lordship's 
ImpressIOn. 
. 3. A similar equitable principle is believed to have been generally adhered to' 
in the North West Provinces, in the very few instances in which persons have 
appeared before a criminal tribunal in the character of master and slave, tlie 
spirit of the regulations of Government requiring that all parties should be 
dealt with in our courts of justice on a footing of perfect equality. • 

4 It will remain for the honourable the President in Council to determine 
whether, after a eonsideration' of the question, reason..might not be shown,for 

.d,eferring the immediate enactment of a laW', which there might be some doubt 
for con!>ldering specially requisite with reference to the limited prevalence of . 
slavel'y in the Bengal presidency, the very mild character in which it exists, 'and 
the established principle in our courts of refusing to recognize any distinction of 
persons in respect of criminal proceedings. 

5. His Lordship has directed me, in this letter, more especially to refer to tIle 
presidency of Bengal; 'but, although he is less accurately informed of the law 
and pI'actice In the other presidencies, he is led to believe that the same principle 
of general protection is also ~xtended to them; but he would wish, on this-
head, to haye further informatIOn.. ' . 

6. I am also directed ~o forward despatch No. 16, of ~6th'Septembcr 1838, 
m this department (with its enclosure), for submission to· the honourable· the 
president in Council, and that the special reports of the Indian Law Commis
sioners, and opinions or resolutions of the Government on them, required by 
the court, may be prepared and forwarded as early as practicable. 

· I have, &c. ' 

Camp Pool, 
(signed) H. Torrens, Officiating Secretary to the 

Government of India with the Governor-general. 
18 December 1838. • « 

". , 
(No. 22.) . 

Ftom J~ P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Governm ent of India, t~ 
J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law. Com;nission, dat'ed· 
7 January 1839. • • 

. Sir; . _ .; 
f AM directed to Teq~est you ~ill lay the accompanying copy-of a-despatch 

(No. 15, of lS38), received from the honourable the Court of Directors, before 
the ~n~ian Law<Commissioners, together with an extract fro~ a letter from. the 
ofliClatmg secretary to the Governor-O'eneral of India (paraO'raphs 1 to 5) on 
the subject thereof. t:) • ,:: 1 

2. The Presment in Council, with ad;erten~e to what is said in Note-{B.) of 
the pl'oposed Penal Code upon the present state of the -criminal law in respect to 
sl~ves, and ~o .the observations made in the accompanying- extract froom the letter , 
of the officIatmg secretary to the Right houourable the Governor-O'eneral re.;;' 
q?es~s that the Commissioners will be so good as to favour him 'Vitil their' ol>~:' f 

nlOn as to whether the-law, as now actuafty in force <lyet every part of British 
• . • • \ ~ t.: India ~ 

" 
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India, is or is not such 118 to make the passing of a law of the nature directed 
by the Honourable Court requisite, ,in order "that the intention of the Hotne 
Government may be carried into complete effect? 

3. If the Commissioners are of opmion that a special 'law is requisite, :with. 
this view they are requested to frame the draft of 5uch a law, fo1'" the considera
tion of the Council of India. 

4. The subject of this despatch will, of conrse, find ,a place in the general 
Report upon Slavery in India which the Commissioners are now preparing; but 
I am directed 'to request that' this letter may be specially answered at the earliest 
CilOnvenience of the Commissioners. 

Council Chamber, : 
'7 January 1839, 

I have; &0. 
(signed) , '.I. P. Grant, 

Officiating 8ec~etary to the Government, India. 

EXTRACT LEGISLA,TIVECONSULTATIONS, 4: February 1839. 

(No. 182.) 

From Indian Law Commissioners to the Honourable the President, of the 
Council of India, in Council, dated 1 Fellruary 1839. 

WE have now the honour to report our opinion upon the question referred to 
us in Mr. Secretary Grant's letter of the 7th ultimo. 

2. That question arises out of a recommendation made by the Law Com
mission in Note (B.) to the Penal Code, (the provisions of the code being framed 
in accordance with the recommendatIon), which is, "that no act, falling under 
the definition of an offence, should he exempted from punishment, because It IS 

committed by a master against a slave." 'The Honourable Court of Directors 
observe, in their desfatch, in the Legislative Department, dated 26 September 
1838, No. 15, of whlCh an extract accompanied the above-mentioned letter of 
Mr. Grant to our secretary, that thia recommendation has their entire concur
rence, and they direct that Government will lose no time in passing an' enact
ment to the effect -of the recommendation. 

The Right honourable the Governor-general, is st~ted, in a letter from the 
offieiating secretary. to the Government of India with the Governor-general, 
dated the 18th December 1838, an extract of which also accompanied Mr. 
Grant's letter,. to be "impressed with the belief that this principle (the principle 
of the recomme~dation) has been invariably acknowledged and acted np to in 
all courts of justice in Bengal, such being the result of a minute inquiry entered 
into by the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut of the Lower Provinces within the last 
four years." , 

" A similar equitable principle," it is added, "is believed to have been gene
rally adhered to in the North Western Provinces in the very few instances in 
which persons have appeared before a criminal tribunal in the character of 
master and slave; the spirit of the regulations of government requiring that all 
parties should be dealt with, in our courts of justice, on a footing of perfect 
~qua1ity." . 

The secretary with the Governor-general then proceeds to remark, that" it 
wnI remain for the Honourable the Presid~nt in Council to determine whether, 
after a consideration of the question, reason might not be sHown for defining the 
immediate enactment of a law which there might be some douht for considermg 
.llpecially xequisite with reference to the limlted prevalence of slavery in the 
.Bengal presidency, the very mild character in which it exists, and the established 
principle in our courts of refusing to recognize any distinction of persons in 
J'espect of criminal proceedings_ 

" His .Lordship has directed me in this letter," the secretary with the Gover
nor-general eontinues, "more especially to refer to the presidency of Bengal i 
but, although he is less accurately informed of the law and practice in the other 
presidE-ncies, he is led to believe that the same principle' of' general protection 
is also extended to them, but he would wish; on this head, to liave further infor
mation" 

The 'questi~n referred to us by Mr. Secretary Grab.t's.letter,. whichencloiSes the ..... 
, . 238. . G documents 
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documents we have cited, i'l, '~whether the law, as now actually: iIi force 'Over every 
art of British India is 'Or is not 'such as to. mak.e the passmg of a law of the 

~ature directed by th~ Honourable Court requisite, in order that the intention of.. 
the Home Government may be carried into comI'lete effect 1" To this question 
we must answer, that we think the passing Df a. law 'Of .the nature, directed by 
the Honourable Court is requisite, in order that the intentIon of ,the Hom~ Govern., . 
ment may be carried into complete effect. - I - • -, 1 • ,I 

Our reasons for thus answering, are as follows :--First, if we take our notion ; 
of the law now in force from'the statements of the various judicial functionaries, 
as to the course they would pursue, or 'Would expect their subordinates to pur .. 
sue, under supposed circu:o~tance.s, the!1 the law, in some parts of Brjtis~ India, 
is altea~y in conform!ty Wltn the m.te!1t~ons of the Home Government; In ot~er , 
parts it IS not; and., I!1 oth~r parts. It IS In suc~ a j;~ate that D;0 'One. can say wl~h 
certainty whether It IS or IS not m conformIty WIth those mtentIOns., It wIll 
be observed, of course, that law depending upon the 'Opinions 'Of functionaries,. 
is liable to be changed by a change of functionaries. 

It is in this. the last-mentioned state that we c;onceive the law tQ be in the 
Lower Provinces subject to this presidency. We speak with the utmost deference 
to the Right honourable the Governor-general; but his Lordship w~ writing only 
from recollection of documents which we 'have before us. We say so, though 
upon the presumption that the miJlute finquiry which his Lordship alludes to as 
having been entertld into by the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut for the Lower Pro-, 
vinces within the last foul' years, was that inquiry which was in&tituted for the. 
purjlose of'enabling the'court to reply to certain questions addressed to them on 
the subject by the Law Commission, and the result of which, combined with the 
result of simIlar inquiries instituted by the Courts of Sudder and Foujdarrie I 
Adawlut at Madras and Bombay, formed the basis of that recommendation of 
the Law Commission which induced the Honourable Court of Directors to issue 
the instruction now under discussion. 

The uncertain state of the law, as collected from the answers of the judicial 
functionaries, is set forth in Note'(B.) to the Penal Code. But, in consequen~e of 
the doubts expressed by the Right honourable the Governor-general as to the 
opiniops of the functionaries 'Of the Lower Provinces~ it will be l'ight to cite 
more largely frOlIl those authorities. 

Mr. C. R. H. Mattin! the officiating judge of the 24 Pergunnahs, says: 
" The al1thority of the master over the sl~ve is quite absolute according to the 
Mahomedan law, and protection cannot legally be extended to the latter in case 
of cruelty or nard usage; but notwithstanding the law ,of the present time is 
so much on the side of the master, it is an acknowledged power of the courts to 
award penalties on t~e Inaster if he do Dot feed and clothe his slaves well, do 
n~t allow them to marry, and punish them witbout cause." I 

Mr. J. K. ~wart, the officiating magistrate of the Southern' Division of 
Cuttack, says e "A master, whether Hindoo ,or Mussulman. is considered to 
haV'e 8:. right 'to his slave's labour, and to apply summal'i1y such moderate cor ... 
Tection as is necessary. If it 'is proved that a master has exceeded that limit,. he 
is liable to punishment.» 
, Mr. C. Harding, the commissioner of circuit. of the 12th Division, says:-= 

1,.1 Complaints between master and slave are of such rare occurrence" and the 
practice of co:urts so different according to circumstances, that it is impossible 
to ~eply to th1s questi0!1 satisfactonly." "If a master, without due provocation~ 
senqusly maltre~ted.hlS slave, he would probably be fined and admonished. 
If he moderately chastised him for impudence,. disobedience, or neglect of duty, 
be \fould be cons~dered justified in so doing." _ _ ' 

. Mr: W. DaI?lpIer, the commissioner of the 16th Division, says ~ "A magis-
trate IS, I conSider, authorized to interfere in cases of cruelty or severe maltreat
me~t only; but, as no law is laid down, the practice of affording the assistance 
vanes much.i some .officers entirely separating the slave and master, whilst 
others deem It suffiClent to take security for the future gQod conduct of the 
master.'" .. " • 

M;. R. H. Mytton, the fIlagistrate of Sylhet, says: "The criminal' cotirts do 
no~ Interfere .b.etween master and slave,. except for ill-treatment, or any act 
whIch may ~l.lhtate against nature. In the former case, moderate ,correctIon of 
~ slave by. hIS. master would. not be considered as a misdemeanor.'" 

: These CltatIOns show that the judicial functionaries of,the Lower Provinces 
are 
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are far from unanimous in denying the right of correction to the master, ,though 
it is true that about -half those who have given any opiniop., say they should 
make no difference between the treatment of a slave and a freeman. 

The Court of Nizamut Adawlut, how6¥er, which presides over and regulates 
th e proceedings of all these functionaries, had expressed a different opinion. In 
the letter written by the registrar of the court, in answer to the inquiries, of the 
Law Commission, it is said, "A master would not be punished, the court opine, 
for inflicting a slight correction on his legal slave, such as a teacher wC?uld be 
justified in inflicting on a scholar, or a father On his child." 

In the· Upper Provinces, as the Nizamut Adawlut~ summing up the opinions 
-given by theIr subordinates, state, without expression of dissent on their own 
part, that no distinction is recognized between the slave and the freeman in 
criminal matters, with some few exceptions it may be said that the law is 
already in conformity with the intentions of the Home Government; still 
understanding by the word law ... the course which the judicial functionaries say 
they would pursue. 

With respect to the presidencies of Madras and Bombay, the Right honour
able the Governor-general ex~resses a wish for further information. Upon this 
we beg t() remark, that the Law Commission, when it made the recommendation 
contained in Note (B.) to the Penal Code, had collected from those presidencies 
a body of information precisely similar to that which it had collected from 
Bengal, The result is shortly stated in that note, and need' not be here 
repeated. Of neither of those presidencies can it be said that th~ law is through. 
O11t every part of tbem already in conformity with the intentions of the Home 
Government. Secondly~ we have been speaking hitherto of the law as collected 
from the statements of the various judicial functionaries, as to the course they 
would pursue, or would expect their subordinates to pursue, under supposed cir-
cumstances. But it must be remembered that a law so collected, is one which 
the people have no means of knowing with any reasonable approach to certamty. 
This is in itself sufficiently evident; but a striking light IS thrown upon it by 
comparing the answer ~ the 'officiating magistrate of South Cuttack, already 
cited, which recognizes !he right of moderate correction in the master, WIth the 
answer of the neIghbouring functionary, Mr. Mills, the officiating magistrate of 
Central Cuttack. The latter states, that the practice which he finds has been 
adopted -by every officer that has presided in his court, "is, to punish the 
master, and manumit any slave who prefers a complaint against him for cruelty, 
hard usage, or has any other reason for wishillg to leave him. It does not 
signify," he says, "whether the ill-treatment of the master or alleged, cause of 
dIssatisfaction on the part of the: slave, IS substantiated or not. Every magis-
trate has passed an order bn aU -such cases to the following purport: ' We d() 
not recognize slavery, you may go where you please, and If your master lays 
violent hands on you, he shall be punished.'" And not only does Mr. Mills 
.state this as the uniform practice of his < own court, but he also thinks he may 
WIth safety assert, "that the magistrates of Bengal never recognize the mastera 
to have a legal right over their slaves with regard to their persons." 

But it is further to be observed, that not only have the people no meanS' of 
knowing, with any reasonable approach to certainty, the law which would in 
general be administered to them, but the sources of information on the subject 
which are open to them would probably tend to mislead them. Those sources 
are the Mahomedan law, the Hindu law, and the R«:gulations. 

No. ~. 
INUJ'a. 

Note (A,) 

The substance of the Mahomedan and Hindu laws on this subject may be 
shortly stated in the words of the muftees and pundits of the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut, of Calcutta. In the year 1808, that court, "with a VIew to ascertain 
whether any modification of the Mahomedan or Hindu laws of slavery appear 
requisite or expedientt" l'esolved, that certain questions should he put to the muf. Slavery in India, 
tees and pundlfs of the court. The third of those questions was, "What offences 303· 
upon the persons of slaves, and particularly of female slaves, committed by their 
Dwners or by others, are legally punishable, and in what manner? ,. 

The answer of the muftees was, "It is unlawful for a master to punish his male 
or female slaves' for disrespectful conduc4 and such hke offences, further than by 
,tadub (correction or chastisement), as the power of passing sentences by tazeer~ 
and kisli$ is solely vested in the hakim. If, therefore, the master shquld exceed 
the limIts of hi,s (>Qwer of chastiseOlent.above itated, he llili<tbl€? to ta21eer," Ikc. 
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This ansW;' wa. ·The answer of the pundits was, ~ I. cases- or'disobedience 01' fault committed 
made tel the second by the slave, the master has powel' 1& beat his slave with a thin stick, or to bind 
queitloo-of..dle him with a rope, and if he should consider the slave deserving of severe punish .. ' 

"~:r~~~'t~ul~l:b:e. ment, he may pull his hair, or expose him upon an ass." 
answer ofthe third. It may be observed, with regard to Mahomedan Jaw, that as they only are 

slaves by that law who are captured in an infidel territory in time of war, or who 
~re the descendants of such captives, the status of' slavery contemplated by that law 
can hardly be said to have' any e~istence in this country. But, on the other 
hand, .those parts of the regulations of the B~gal Code, adopted afterwards into 
tbe Madras Code, which provide that a master who has murdel'ed his slave shall 
not screen, himself' under the technical objection derived from the principle of 
kisas, or retaliation, are legislative recognitions not only of the criminal branch 
of Mahomedan law, but a1l0 of the existence of a status of slavery capable of in
tercepting the general principle(J helo~Ping to that b1·anch. 

At Madras, too, the Mahomedan law,_ as to the master's right of punishing. 
received, so late as 1820, the confirmation of a circulaJ" order of the Court of .. 
Foujdarry Adawlut, which has n,ever'been 'revoked, though it is said by the 
judges of that court, in their answer to the Law Commission, not to De recog
nized in practice. It.is, however, recognized, so late as 1&23" in a general report 
to the Governor in CQuncil by the ,Foujdarry A~awlut. 

Slav.ery iu lJidia, With regard to Hindoo slavery, it may be said that the question under discus-
p.926• sion is one belonging to.the criminal branch or the law" and that the triminal 

branch of Hindoo law has I been superseded by the Mahomedan. But this, we 
apprehend, is "not a strictly correct view of the matter. We do upt think this 
question belongs to the crimi1llaL branch of the 'existing law, but ,to the law of 
persons or of statu8. 'Ve think that when the Mahomedan conquerors introduced 
their own. criminal law, and left to ,the Hindus their own law of persons or of 
8tat"s, that left to them that exception or defence against' criminal charges which 
arises out of the Hindu status of slavery. This doctrine may be illustrated by 
-the more palpable, case of the exception or defence arising out of the law of mar
Tiage. There can be no doubt, we think, that a Mahomedan judge would hold 
3J Hmdu eXelDpt from punispment for restraint upon the person of a woman who 
'\Vas his. wife by Hmdu law, though he rrught ha.ve more than the, four wives 
permitted by the Mabomedan law of marriage, and have been unitea to them in 
a manner which that law does not recognize. 

The magistrate of Agra, whose answers evil1Ce much reflection and research, 
'advetts to this view of the subject; but he is of opinion that the Mahomedans did 
-interfere, to a certain e:1ten.t; with the Hindu status of ~lavery; and he cites from 
(the Ayeen Akbaree, Vol. 1, page 30'2, the following passage, where Akbar, giving 
instructions for the guidance of the police, says: "He must not allow private 
Ipeople to confine the person of anyone, nor admit of people being 'sold as slaves. 
He shall not allow a woman to be burnt contrary to her inclination." -But sup
]losing Mr. Mansell to be right on the historical question, it still does not fo11ow 
that the Briti'Sh' Government of India, in adopting the Mahomedan criminal law, 
adopted also the 'Mahomedan modifications- of the Hindu' law of status. 'Mr. 
'Mansell says, with l'eference'to this doctrine, 't The cnminallaw as administered 
tmdel" Regulations ,VI. anli VII. of 1803, is' 'Undefined and anomalous to a -degree 
'\Vhich~renders it necessary to the-student to fall back upon first principles; and 
the magistrate, among 'conflicting analogies, must select, that which is most 
consonant to natural justice." Weare far from thinking that this is any nnrea
son~ble stretch of judicial discretion in favour of personal liberty. But we' are 
'now considering the subject not'with a view to the judicial decision of a partieular 
case, but to that systematic legislation fol' which the Law Commission was created;. 
but Mr. Mansell very properly confines his doctrine to such parts of British India 
as ?ave been under Mahomedan sway. ,With regard to' the remainder, into 
'WhICh Mahomedan law ha~ been no otherwise inu-oduced than bv our Regulations, 
there can be ~o ground for thinking that the Hindu law of status has been 
'altered. • 

It is to be noted also, that by the construction o£ the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut 
of 1798, 'Confirmed by the Governor-general in Council on the 12th of April of 
-t~at year,. and f~lly recognized in the subsequent resolution of the Honourable the 
,VlCe-presldent'lu Council, dated 9 September 1827, the spirit of the rule con ... 
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tained in section ,15, Regulation IV. of 1793, for observing. the Mahomedan and No. :t. 
Hmdu laws in suits regarding succeSSlon, inheritance, marriage, and caste. and 1 N D I A. 
aU religious usages and institutions, was determined to be applicable to ease8 of 
slavery. It is true that the rule and the construction have direct reference onlv 
to civll proceedings; but ~hey must, we appl'ehend, opelate indltectly in crimi-
nal proceedings, by obligmg the crIminal courts ttl adm~t those exceptions or 
defences which arise out of the ciVIl rights thns confirmed. We may employ 
again the illustratIOn of marriage above adduced. 'Ve cannot doubt tl14t, under 
the rule, a criminal court would hold a Hindu justified in exerdsing fluch restramt 
towards his wives as would amount to false tmprisonment if exercised towards 
other women. And if that be so, the same court ought certainly ,to deal ,m the 
same way under the construction with the exception or defenee ru;ising out of 
slavery. 

The Regulations, the last-mentioned source..of law accessible to the people. Silence of the Re. 
are silent on the point in question., gulatlons. 

• Some of the judicial authorities, indeed, and in particular those of the north-
western provinces, consider the sIlence of the Regulation~ as invol vi~g a negatioll 
of the power in question. 

The collective opinion of these authorities, is thus summed up by the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut:- \ 

" Although the Mahomedan law permits the ma,ster to correct his slave Wltlt 
moderation, the code by which the magistrates and other criminal authorIties 
are required to regulat~ their' proceedings, does not reco~oize any such 
power j and as the regulations of Government draw no distinctIOn between the 
'slave and freeman in criminal matters, but place tl1em on a level, it is the 
practice of the courts, following the prmciples of equal justice, to treat them 
'both alike, affording them equal protection and eql}.aI redress, whenever they 
come before them. and ~~th~r, they stpIdjJ;l tqe r~lation of master and, slave 
to each other or not:" 
• ,This inference from the s,i.lence p~ tqe ~egul""ti9~s wQuld be a, just one, if the 
Regulatipns profess~d to be a complete cpde; bJlt, this is not the case. They 
profess to be merely a supplement and corrective of Mahomedan and amdu 
Jaws. We think, therefore, that A would be very unsafe :to infer that any 
jlrQvision ofthoSEl two systems was repealed by t4e mere OIDH!sioll to potIGe it in 
the RegulatlOns. 

We think, therefore, we are justIfied in saying that, the sources of infQrmation 
.which are open to the people, would probably tend to lluslelld them. And if 
this is the case, an eHr~ss enactment ,or declaration by the Legislature seems 
highly desirable. It would be very hard upon a master wpo had given. his 
slave ~oderate correction in the supposed exercise Qf a legal right, to pe b~Qught 
~nto a court of justice as a criminal, apd s,l.lbJectep. to p.unishment. 

How far the peopu, are actually misled, i~ would be difficult to estimate. 
,'From some instances which have come to lour knowledge, it would l:Ieem tha' 
th~ people feel it is not safe to trust ,to the three sources of .Jaw above men
tioned~ that they do conjecture as w~ll as they can, frequently indeed over~ 
.shQoting the mark, wbat cour~e the .criminal courts ,Will adopt; bUll whether 
the above-mentioned sources of information do re~ly mislead the people, or 

,whether they do not, mislead, because they are known to be unsafe guides, a 
law distinctly declaring that.,the legal right of moderate correction 110es or does 
not exist, is the remedy indIcated by either state of thlDgs .• 

The question wbich of these two doctrines is it most expedient to promulgate 
as law, is not submitted to us by the present reference; and some of 'Us do 
not feel prepared to expre8s~ at this stage of the inquiry intOo slavery, any{)pinion 
upon that point. We therefore sn.bmit the draft, without further remark, of an 
Act for carrying into' effect the views of the' Honourable Coni-! of Directors, 
founded upon the recommendation contained in Nete (B.) to the' Penal Code. 

We bave inserted. in an appendix;the evidt'nce which we have taken since 
the general subject of slavery was submitted to'U8 on the 5t~ 'Novetnber last. 
The ~vidence which has been heretofore collected on this subject bas been 
principally that of European·j udicial functionaries, and' describes little mote 
than what take", place in courts of justice.' In the evidence now submitted 
will be found some information respecting the domestic' conqition of the slaves. 
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We have also placed in t~e Ippendix a ,compilation from' the original autho. 
rlties relating to slavery, ma e by our secretary, Mr. J. C. C. Suth~rland. : 

We submit this our? t for the considera.tion' of your Honour 1n CouncIl. 
_ (si~ned). A. Amol. . 

• • C. H. Camero),. 
F Millett. . ' 

Indian Law c~o; lssion, JJ. Eliott. 
1 Februa~y 1 39. , J. Young. 

I have sent 'Up aepallte Mjnute stating~ my opi~ion respecting the expe-
diency of the pro os~d law" . , 

" I' . (s~gned) -C. H. Cameron •. 

Ml)n1TE by the GOTERNOR-GENEnAL, dated 6 May'1839. 
Para. 1. THE Honourable Court have, by their despatch of the 26th September 

1838, elpli~t1y de?ired that the Governor-general of India in Coun~il should 
lose no ~nie 10 passmg 'an enactment to the effect, " That no act falhng undef 
the definition of an offence should be exempted from punishment, because it is 
committed by a master against a slave." 

2. At my suggestion the Law Commissioners were called upon to report, 
whether the intention or the Home Governmen~ was not ab'ead y carried into com
plete effect by the practice of our criminal courts; the 'answer. pf the Commis. 
sioners was unfavourable to this view of the case, and the draft of an Act to the 
effect proposed has been '3.ceordingly submitte4; but doubts, upon other grounds, 
have 'been thrown upon the policy of passing any such law; Minutes on the sub .. 
ject, of high authority, have been recorded; and, in the end, the President in 
Council has requested my oEinion. • 

3. It is observed by the Law Commission. that u the law in some parts or 
British India is already in conformity with the i.ntentions of the Home Govern. 
ment, in other parts it is not, and in other parts it is in sqch a state that no 
one can say, with certainty, whether it is or is not in conformity with those 
intention!ll:' 

4. In truth, the law in this respect partly depends upon the ppinions of those 
by whom it is administered, and is liable in some degree to fluctuate with a 
change of functionaries. About half of the judicial functionaries of the Lower 
Pro"rinces have ~ven an opinion that they should make no difference between 
the treatment qt_a slave and a freeman. In the Uppel: Provinces the Nizamut 
Adawlut have affirmed,. without dissent, that no distinction is recognized be .. 
tween the slave and the freeman in criminal matters t and in Madras and 
Bombay there is the same uncertainty, and the law cannot be said to be alto
gether in conformity with the intentions of the Honourable Court. It is cited, 
as an instance of the uncertainty and inconsistency of the law, that the tight 
of moderate correction in the master is recognized by the magistrate in Southern 
Cuttack, whilst in Central Cuttack the judgment upon every complaint by 1:1. 

slave, whether substantiated or not"has been" we do not .recognize slavery, yon 
!Day go where you please, and if your master Jays violent hands upon you, we 
will punish him." 4. ) , 

5. Even in Malabar, where the caste of Chermurs, or rustic slaves, have 
been said t~ live in the lowest stage of servility and degradation, it was stated, 
hy the magtstrate, llS far back as 1835, that 'C, slaves complaining against their 
masters forI ac~ of violence, receive equal protection with all other castes. 
T~ey now .l'e,adIly reso~ to the magistrat~'s cutcherl'Y, where prompt attention is 
g~ven to th~lt com}!lamts, and the parties offending against them are imme .. 
dll~tely pUDlshed, WIthout any reference to their relative situations.") I 

I am aware that an,entirely similar doctrine has not been held even in the 
n~ighbouri~g d~tric.t of Canara. But it is altog~thet clear, .that the abu.qe of 
vlol~~t pUUlshment .1S not any where legal. Even the authorities, which allow 
any right o.f correctIOn, do not place it higher than that which a p~rent has 
over .a chlld,?f a m~ster over, a scholar or apprentice; and the ffindu law 
equalIzes the rIghts whICh a man has in this respect over his, wife, his son, his 
slave llf:Id hIS you~ger brother of~whole degree.". .' < 

q. )Vlth all tIus,. however" and with' whateveJ;' . degl'ee ,of equality aI\d 
~', I '-' 7 ., I .' hUUll1-0ity 
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bumanlty in practice, the law, as it stands, is uncertain, and the remedy indi. 
cated by the Law Commissioners i$ an enactment, either declaring that the. 
legal right of moderate correction does or that it does not exist in the maswr;' 
and, as the question has not been submitted to them. the Commissioners c'ol
lectively decline ,to discuss which of those two doctrines it would be most 
expedient to promulgate; and they accordingly, in obedience to the directions 
issued to them, submit the draft of an Act for consideration, by which the right 
of moderate correction is denied. ' ' 

7. I do not approve of the law in the form propose<t.; I 'think that it 
attempts to denne, and ,to restrict too dosely; and ,I should ptefer the more 
general form of Act, as originally proposed by the former Law Commissioners, in 
their Note (B.) on the draft of Penal Code, and as approved by the Honourable 
Court in their despatch now before us. 

8. If the mattQr, however, were wholly left to my discretion, I should very 
much prefer not to legislate at all for the purpose of regulating the conduct of 
masters towards their slaves. All such regulatlOn implies a recognition of a 
state of slavery, towards the absolute extinction of whicll I am satisfied that, by 
the mere force of time, of civilization, and of the lenient and well-understood 
principles and practice of BrItish admin.i&tration, great advances are in progress. 
If we, in this manner, formally recognise the'state of slavery, we shall incur a 
great danger of directly defeating our own intentions, and of becoming parties 
to the maintenance of that state, .by being led into different measnres for the 
regulation of the rights and obligations Incident to it. In the case with which 
we have now to deal, it would seem impossible not Ito accompany the enactment 
of such a law as is proposed with provisions, giv~g to masters some easy legal 
means of obtaining the due services of their slaves. A summary jurisdiction is 
3lready given to magistrates in the Bengal presidency (by Reg. VII. 1819), for the 
enforcing the duties of the relation of masters and tree servants and labourers; 
and the masters of slaves might justly reqnite that some law, similar in prin .. 
ciple, should be passed for the fair protection of their rights. Measutes of such 
a character would, however, I apprehend, be found hIghly inconvenient a,nd 
embarrassing. At present, the hold of masters-over their slaves is, generally, of 
the most loose descriptIOn. The leaning of our courts against the admIssion or 
support of a condition of bondage. is notorious, and of powerful effect. There 
is no course of legal proceeding against an absconding slavet except by a regular 
civil action, on the inefficacy of, which the formel" Law Commissioners have 
justly and forcibly observed. The attachment and continued labour: of the slave 
is secured only by habit, by lixed' national usage and opinion, and by the sure 
means of good and moderate; and even' indulgent and favourable treatment. 
These circumstances furnish, to my mind, arguments of exceeding strepgth 
against a legislation which must revive, and, in some 'manner or other, confirm. 
rights now rapidly losing all their force without any ostensible interference of the 
Government. ' 

9. I would not enter into a discussion upon the degree to which, in the 
present condItion of Indian society, all slavery is excluded' from amongst the 
Mahomedans by the strict letter of their own law, or upon the degree to'which 
the Mahomedan law and usage 'have superseded the Hindoo law ()f sill-very; 
but it IS, I think, from the causes above explained, sufficiently clear that ,the 
abhorrence t() slavery entertained by the. English functionary, is gradually 
estabhshing an administration of the law under which all slavery must fall. 
We may be 'certain that with the lapse of time that abPorrence will only 
increase and he diffused, and that, any inconsistencies now< existing in legal 
practice, must be before long removed by uniform interpretations in favout of 
the slave. 

10. On the other hand, I admit the strong general arguments which may be 
'l11'ged against any permission of laws of uncertain construction, and inconsistent 
administration; and, I do not at present see reason to anticipate, as fat WI 
regards this presidency, serious dissatisfaction OJ: other inconvenience fi'om the 
adoption of the proposed remedy; and if, in the opinion' of otherSy it were likely 
to be productive of good, and it the law were drawn and could be passed, with .. 
out injustice to masters, simply in the more general form mentlOned by the 
Honourable Court, and so as not to bear the construction of at, all-sanctioning a 

"state of slavery, I should be prepared, in deference.to the Honourable Court, tv 
give my' assent to it I must hesitate, however, upon doing so against the 
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No.2. declared opimon of Mr. Amos, and with the expression before me of doubts 
IN D I A. upon the subject by Mr. Bird, accompanied by the statement by Mr. Robertson 

~hat, in his opimon, the law ~n questIOn would be objectionable. and calculated, 
.Ill Illdlscreet hands, to work Immeasurable mischIef. 

11. We have been dIrected by the court to lose no time in passing a law to 
t~e effect proposed.; hut surely thIS direction, IS III ItS very terms, compatIble 
~lt~ a due dlf,cretlOn; and before the law could be passed, I think that we are 
Justified m askmg for the opmion of the Law Commission on its expedIency and 
bound in common pru~ence to consul.t t~le governme?ts of Madras and Bo~bay 
?pon the effec!s whICh It may have wlthm those presIdencies. I propose, accord
mgly, that thIs course be now, m the first mstance, taken, and III the mean
tIme I shall forward copIes of all the Minutes by the steam mall under dispatch 
for the further observatIOns of the Honourable Court. ' 

12. ~ have said that the inclinatIOn of my own mind is against legislation on 
the subject of slavery; for reformation is workmg its own way, and a direct inter
ference may frustrate our own objects, while it may in some places, and from the 

!II N.B.-I have u8E'd thIs term not on.y In d"fereuce to the absence of any very definite meaning in India 
dIstInCtion WhILh has bE'l'n dra~n b, IVlr Cameron, between to the term" slave* ," excite alarm and coun
sla~e,y III the East . nd s!a\ery 'II the West JudIe" but teraction, and yet there is one class of abuse, 
ht'cause (as J underbtood), l>uch terms as Tu\ope, Gholam, as connected with this snbiect to which the 
Khallagad, and others, are very generally translated by the. J , 

WOld slave, 'though the~ may be often rather applIcable to a attentIOn of the Government and of the Law 
state of honourable alld coveted dependence than to one of Commission may very properly, in my opi-
bondage. nion, be directed. 

13. The subservience of a dancing girl to her keeper is, perhaps, not greater 
in IndIa than that of1 the young prostItute to the panders of P dTlS and of London. 
and no magistrate, in these days, would construe it to be slavery, or III any way 
sanction the right of control, whICh is assumed. Yet the power over these girls 
is acquired by purchase;, and, from correspondence with Major Sleeman, and 
others, I am led to believe that the traffic in children, for the supply of the 
zenanna and the brothel, is a source of extensive crime, upon the temptation to 
which gangs even of systematic murderers, as appears by the published Report 
upon the Megpunna Thugs, have been founded. All crime, indeed, by which 
,the possession of the child is obtained, is already punishable by law; but it is 
not easIly detected, and it seems probable, that far too much of facility exists in 
the traffic which follows upon the profession. 

14 I should be very glad if the Law Commission, or if the secretary of 
Government at Calcntta, in the Legislative Department, were called upon for a 
note on the state of the law and practice on this subject. I am told that it was 
brought under dISCUSSIOn before the Government a few years ago, soon after a 
great lllunrlation In Cuttack, when, Trom the inability of parents to support their 
families, the extensIve sale of chIldren had attracted general notice. The pur
chase of chIldren at that time was very generally an act of chanty, and was 
considered to be legal and commendable; but the legalIty of such a traffic, in 
ordlllary tImes, must, in my opinion, lead to eVIls more than counterbalancmg 
its occasional good. 

Simla, 6 May 1889. 

If 

(NO.la3.) 

(True copy.) 
(signed) Auckland. 

(SIgned) T. H. lYIaddock, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India 

with the Governor-general. 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of Indta, Fort 
William, to T. H. Maddock, Esq. OffiCIating Secretary to the Government of 

, IndiIJ. with the Governor-general, dated 8 April 1839. 

Sir I 

Legislatfve Depart. l' AM directed by the Honourable the Presldent in Council to acknowledge the 
ment. -receipt of Mr. TorTen's letter of the 18th of December last,' enclosing a despatch 

'from the Honourable Court, dated the 26th September lsas (Legisldtive Depart
ment, 
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ment, No. 15), and to forward to you, for the mformation of 
the Right honourable the Governor-general of India, copIes of 
the papers noted on the margin. 

2. On the receipt of Mr. Torren's letter, the Law Com
mISSIOners were requested to report whether the law, as now 
actually in force over every part of Bntlsh India, is or is not 
such as to make the pasi>mg of a law of the nature dIrected by 
the HonourahleCourt reqUl"ite, m order that the mtentIOn of the 
Home Government may be carried mto complete effect. To thIs 
question the Law CommIssIOners answered in the affirmatIve; 

To Secretary to the IndIan Law Com
mISSIOn, dated 7 Jan. 1839. 

MIDute by the Hon. A. Amos, Esq. 
dated 4 Feb. 1839. WIth Its Enclosure. 

Letter from the Law Comrr,lsslOners, 
dated 1 Feb. 1839, wIth Its Enclosures. 

MIDute by the Hon. Mr. Amos, {J{ 
1st, and Mr Robertson, of 3dApr 1839. 

Minute by the Hon. Mr. BIrd, of 5th 
Apnl1839 

Draft of Act, dated 8 Apnl1839. 

and, as dIrected to do in case they should so answer, they submitted the draft 
of an Act of the nature directed by the Honourable Court. In doing so, they 
observed, that "an express enactment or declaration of the LegIslature seems 
hIghly desirable'l to determine the eXIstence or non-eXIstence in a master of the 
right of moderately chastising his slave for a fault. But, observing that the 
question of whlCh determmation is the more expedient, had not been submitted 
to them, and that some of them did not feel prepared to express, at thIS stage 
of the inqUIry into slavery, any opinion upon that point, they contented them
selves (with the exception of Mr. Cameron, who sent up a separate Minute upon 
this pomt) with giving a simple reply to the legal question put to them, and 
the grounds of theIr opinion thereon. ' 

3. On taking the draft, thus submitted, into consideration, it was deter
mined to add a few words, for the purpose of making its whole intent more 
apparent, as explained in Mr. Amos'! Minute of the 1st April 1839, with whlCh 
addItion it is proposed to read it for the first time, if it be determined Imme
(liately to pass any Act to the effect of this draft Act. 

4. But the question, whether any such law should now be promulgated, or 
whether nothmg should be done III the matter of slavery in India before an 
answer lllay be received to a reference to be made to the Honourable Court 
upon the subject, has been the subject of anxIOUS dehberatIOn with the PreSIdent 
III CounCIl. On this pomt I am dIrected to request that the RIght honourable 
the Governor-general may be refcrred to the Mmutes recorded by Mr. Amos, 
Mr. Robertson, and Mr. BIrd, dated respectively the 1st, the 3d, and the 5th 
of Apnl. 

5 Upon this questIOn the President in Council begs to be favoured WIth the 
opinion of the Governor-general. 

6. I alll dIrected to suggest, for the consideration of his Lordship, that per-
llaps it may be practicable for his Lordship to report to the Honourable Court, III 
tIme for the next overland mall from Bombay, the result of thIS refeernce to 
him. The Report of the Law Commissioners, dated the 1st February last, WIth 
its accompaniments, including an appendIX of evidence taken by them on the I 
subject of slavery In India, has already been submitted to the Honourable Conrt, 
by the overland mail of February, with a despatch from the President in 
Council, dated the 11 th of February last, a copy of which was forwarded to you, 
with my letter of the same date. The Minutes above referred to, the annexed 
draft, thIS letter, and his Lordship's reply, will remain to fie submItted to the 
Honourable Court. 

7. Amongst the papers sent herewith, is the copy of the Report of the Indian 
Law CommissIOners reqUIred by your letter of the 7th ultImo I 

Fort WIlham, 
8 April 1839. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) T. H. Maddock, 
Officiatmg Secretary to the Government of IndIa. 

WIth the Governor-general. 

H 



, , 

!to ·CORItESPOND£NCE ON 1'1'I1: StAVE'TRADE, .. 

'. ' 
MINUTE by the Hono~rable A • .Amas, datt:d 1 .April 1839. 

/ ' . .:;' 

08 tbeSlavery Act. THE first question whjch I propose to consider, is the legal effect of the Slavery 
Act. /' ( . ., 

Jt'seems to b~ clear', that by the existing law ofthe country. moderate correc .. 
tion of a slave hy his master IS permitted. and that immoderate correction is not 
permitted and that the boundary between the two kinds of correction is not, and 
perhaps c;nnot, 00 very distinctly defined. The effect of the proposed law is to 
abolish the right of moderately correcting a sIa'fe. It a charge of an assault, 
Dot amounting even to touching the pers0l!-' stH! more, if a charge. of b~ating, 
however slight, be prefelTed by a slave agamst hIS master, the master wlll not 
in future be permitted tojustify himself by a 'plea of moderate correction, h'ow .. 
ever gross the misconduct, however wilful the disobedience, bowevel' reckless the 
negligence or his slave may hav~ bepn. ' 

Our directions are, "that no act falling under the definition of an offence 
;shall be exempted from punishment, because it iii committed by a lnaster against 
a slave.~' Now, it is to be observed, that several" acts falling under the denni· 
tion of offences," as assaults and batteries, are exempted from punishment, 
be~ause they are committed by a master against his servant, thouZh the law ill 
this respect woul~ appear to be different in uifferent presidencies; and, singular 
'as it may seem~ it is doubtful in, Enslish criminal1aw. S~rvants are under con· 
tract: the perfo~ance o~, which several of ~e R~gulations, and especially the 
bye-laws' of Calcutta. wIll compel by severe punishment. The proposzd Act 
leaves the master of the sla\'e without D;leans. either by his OWB personal correc
tion, or through the intervention 'Of a mag;.strate", of compelling the service of 
his slave. ' , , r _ 

It may perbaps be said, that the Act may bear another construction; viz. that 
a master "hall not be allowed to justify an assault merely by prov'ng that the 
person assaulted is his slave; but that he'must go on further, and prove that the 
'slave has been guilty'of misconduct, -disobedience, or negligence; that a master to 

shall not be allow-ed to justify an assault.<m his slave unlells he ,shows that, the 
assault, under the circumstances, does not fall under the definition of an offence. 
[n answer, it is to beiobserved, that if the Act only effects this, it effects nothjng 
whicb is not already the establish~d and univetsally knowp law of the country, 
1 do ·not find a, single .opinion any where advan~ed, that by any law preva· 
.lent in India, a master has Ii right.to give even moderate correction to his sl~ve 
,unless hi~ slave has,been guilty of SQme fault. , 

'I think it would llot be,expedient, as it has been suggested. to add a proviso 
"'to the Act, that the slave may be punished under the' same' circumstances and ia 
the same manne-r as a menial servant; for this would materially modify what I 
think, is the obvi<Jus eonstruction of our directions, and it migbt subjec~ the 
'Slave to the regulations 'l'e~pect.ing servants, or at least would lead us into a 
'tiecJantion of the powt'r of masters -over servants; for whICh we ar~ not quite 
'prepared.' , ' I, ' 

It has been thought by Mr. Cameron, that the Act would ope-rate as a decIa
"ration a~ainst the assumed right '0£ a master to prostitute his female slaves. I, 
~ve ad~ed some words tQ the draft ohhe Commissioner3, in order to make this 
intent more apparent; but J think, that without makit;O' the' alleO'ed' practice a 
substantiv~ offence, the Act can reach it only in a veryindirect ~d ineffectual 
m~nn~r i 1 carcely think. th~t it woul~ be, exp~dient to go so far .beyond our 
'dire('~!ons 118 to legIslate dIrectly and expressly wlth reference to 'thla llilfamous 
prattice. ". , . ' 

. . 2d. i~avin con~ider~d the l~gal effect or the Act, t propose next 'til co~sidel' 
Its practical 0 el'atioll. .'. , ' . ..., 

. I beli~ve, ~~ f~r as an opinion ca~ b~ f~rm~d upon the present stat~ ~f ~~r 
!nrorm~tlOn, .1~iw1l1 'have no practical operation of any impcrtaDCe in ameliorat. 
lDg the condltIOl! of slavery. Alread, both law and practice are opposed t? im
moderat~ liorrec~lOn by a master of hIS slave, aud I conceive t'bat the'practice or 
the m,aglstrates and the courts would de<:ide doubtful cases in favour of tbe 
·slave. As to- cases of lllQderate . .correction for misconduct disobedienc~ or 

, , , '"negligence 
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INDIA, negligence, I think that there is a variety of grounds for believing that they will 
rarely be brought before a magistrate, except perhaps from malicious motives ; 
if so brought, there will be great difficulty in establishing them; if established, On Llle Slavery Act, 
'the magistrate would seldom be justified, especially in cases of gross misbeha-
viour OD thq part of the. slave, ,in infticti,ng a punishment OJ). ~he master which 
would have any other effect than bringing the law into contempt. 

34. Lastly, with reference ,to the ques,tion of the expediency o( the proposed 
Act. 

There is th~t, conflict between law'and the practice of magistrates" and that 
discrepancy in the practice itselr, as to make it somewhat doubtful whe~her in 
any, and w~at cases, moderate correction may be exereised' by a'master 'Over his' 
slave without danger of legal punishment; and, in a perfect code, such a point 
as this ought not to be left in doubt. . . 

Still, if the removal of such doubts wHl not be atten~ed with any practical 
consequences of importauce for the amelioration of sla\tery, it appears to me 
inexpedient to pass such an Act as an isolated measure at any time, and espe
cially under the existing circumstances of India. The objections against an 
jsolated measure of this character at all times, and especially at the present 
moment, might even be set up against some small degree, at least, of practical 
benefit arising to slaves in -India; differing as their condition does in essential 
particulars from those forms of slavery which have been principally the subject 
of attention and reprobation in England. 

Neither, I think, ought we to lose sight of the consideration, whether in 
taking away (by a side wind 8(:1 it were, and through the medium of the criminal 
law,) from the master the only legal means in his power of compelling his slave 
to work, we OUgllt not, in justice, to grant him compensation. I cannot help 
dissenting from my friend Mr. Cameron's opinion (for it is by no means that of 
the Commission), that any work wI1ich the slave might possibly perform, but 
which he would not perform unless he were compelled by moderate correC

'tion, is totally valueless; and that the power of moderate correction will not 
have the slightest effect in increasing the diligence, obedience, or respect of the 
slave; although the beuefits which the slave may look forward to, in the event 
of age, sickness, or famine, as the implied, though not the legal condition of 
his service, may protect such opinion from any imputation of being a para
dmc. But although such an opinion may be well founded, iSJ a dIfferent 
.view of the subject so unreasonable as that we must not expect that it will be 
generallyentertamed by the masters of slaves, ana will create in the country a 
general opinion against the justice of our proceedings ~ It may be observed, 
.moreover, that if coercion will not produce valuable labour, coercion. will not be 
generally practised, and that therefore there is less occasion for a new law. 

But what appeaJII to me the />trongest reason agaInst passing the Act at 
the present moment is; that the investigations which have already taken place 

,before the Law Commission show what a very imperfect ,knowledge of the 
subject of slavery in India was in the possession of those individuals who were 

, the authors of the recommendation which we are now directed to transfer iuto 
an Act. Our knowledge on the subject is stIli very imperfect. especially as 
regards the presidency of Madras; upo.n th~ important.. cOllsiderations of what 
will be the precise and the whole practical operation of the Act, and what feel-

"jngs it will occa~ion among the native community, I do not thmk th~t we 
have the materials before us necessary for forming the most correct judgment . 

• > 4th. It \\ill be for others more conversant with official (orms and~ usage to 
,say whether. the Cou:t of Directors have intended on .the present ,occasion to 

. leave any discretIOn l~ our bands; at all events, the dl'rectiQus which we have 
received ,indicate a very strong opinion upOll the subject with the home autho: 
l'ities It therefore will probably not be thQ~ght advisable to delay the 'execution 
of the directions we have recetved, unless the Governor-genera} and members 
of Council, and perhaps also the governments of Madras and. Bombay, are 
unanimously of opinioJl that the publicatIOn of the Act ought to be postponed. 
." f (slgnea)' A. Amos •. " 

Calcutta, 1 April 1839. ~ , 
y , , 

! l 
, 
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MINt1TB by the Honourable T. C. Rohertson, dated 3 April 1839. 

OnlbeSJavel'J' Act. • ., 

BUT for the per«imptoiy tone of the order conveyed to us by' the Honourable 
Court's letter of the 26th September last, I should have no hesitation in recording 
my concurrence in what Mr: Amos has stated with so much clearness and force 
against the immediate passing of the proposed Act. Looking, however, to- that 
letter,! I fear that no discretion is allowed us, an4 that the Act, objectionable as 
I, regar,d it in many respects, and calculated in, indiscreet hands to work incal
'1ulable mischief, must be promulgated. 

(signed) T. C. Rohertson. 
3 April 1839. 

MINUTE by the Honourable ~Y. W. Bird, dated 5 April 1839. 

THE orders of'the Court merely are, that we should lose no time in passing an 
enactment, to the effect stated in Note (B.), which is appended by the Law Com
missioners to the Penal Code, namely, .u that no act falling under the definition 
of an offence should be exempted from punishment because it is committed by a 
master against his slave." But it appears that the Draft Act submitted for this 
purpose by the Law Commissioners with their Report of the Ist of February last, 
goes much further, and will have the effect of depriving the master, with respect 
to his slave, of that power of moderate correction which he can legally inflict, 
with sufficient cause, on all the rest of his family. 

This I do not think 'Could have been intended, and is manifestly objectionable, 
inasmuch as it raises the condition of the slave above that of others who are not 
slaves, in the same domicile; l'enders him entirely independent of his master, by 
whom he is fed and clothed, and assures him of impunity however gross his 
negligence, wilful his disobedience, or inexcusable his misconduct. 

Such a law we are not required by the Court's instructions to pass; a law 
which is declared by Mr. Robertson to be calculated in injudicious hands to 
work incalculable mischief. .If an Act, such as I conclude the Court contem
plated, cannot be framed without releasing the slave from that control necessary 
for the preservation of good order and sobriety of conduct, it would be advisable, 
1 think, to abstain from legislation at present, and refer the question for the 
further consideration of the home authorities. . 

5 April 1839. (signed) IV. W. B&d .. 

Fort William, Legislative Department, 8 April 1839. 

DRAP'l' OP ACT submitted br the Law Commission, with certain Amendments' • 
\ , made by the Council of India. . 

\ 

IT is her~by Declared and Enacted, That whoever assaults, imprisons, orinBicts 
any bodily ~jury 'Upon any person, being a slave, either byway of punishment 
,or of compul~on, or in the prosecution of any purpose, or for any other cause, or 
~lUd~r any otll r pretext whatsoe'\"er, under circumstances which would not have 
Justl~ed such ssaulting, imprisoning, or inflicting bodily injury upon such per
SO!!l: su~h ~e on ha~ n,ot been a ~lav~, is liable to be punished by all courts of 
cn~na1 JUdIC ure wlthin:th« temtones su~j~ct to the government of the East 
lndla CQmpan , as ,'he would be liable to be punished by such courts if such 
person had not een a slave. 

(signed) , J. P. Grant, 

. Officiating Secretary to. the Government of India. 
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ExTRA.CT LEGISLATIVB CONSULTATIONS, 27 May 1839. 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

(No. 22!.) (No. 341.) 

To the Indian Law Commissioners. To the Chief Secretary to the Govern
ment of Fort St. George (No 342.), 
and Secretary to the Government of 
Bombay. 

Dated 27 May 1839. 

(Legislative Department.) (Legislative Department.) 

Gentlemen, Sir, , 
WITH reference to your Report on 

the present state of the criminal law 
in India, relating to slaves, the ho
nourable the President in CouncIl re
quests that you will collectively favour 
bim with your opinions on the follow
ing points:-

1st. Whether or not it is expe
dient now to pass any law to the effect 
of that directed by the Honourable 
Conrt of Directors in their despatch 
of the 26th September 1838, No. 15, 
'Whereof an extract accompanied my 
letter to your address of the 7th Janu-' 
ary last? 

IN conseque~ce of the receipt of a 
despatch from the Honoutable the Court 
of Directors, on the subject of Slavery 
in India, the honourable the President 
in Council has had uI,lder his considera
tion a proposed law (a copy of which 
accompanies this lettel'), declaring and 
enacting that any assault commItted, 
or personal injury inflicted, on a slave, 
shall be punishable m the same man
ner as if such assault had been com
mitted or personal mjury inflicted on 
a free person. 

2d. The, &c. 

2d. The Indian Law Commissioners 
were, in the first instance, deSIred to 
report whether the law, in its present 
state, did not provide all that was in-

• 

tended by the Court of Directors, who, in theIr despatch, desired 
the Government of India to pass an Act, to the effect of a provi
sion suggested in Note (B.) of the Penal Code, VIZ. "whatever is 
an offence when committed against a freeman, shall also be an 
offence when committed against a slave." In answer to the ques
tion put to them, the Law Commissioners have reported that the 
law, in its present state, does not provide fol' every thing which 
the terms CIted from the Penal Code would include. The grounds 
of their opinion will be seen from the accompanying copy of their 
Report, dated the 1st February last. It would appear that the 
Commiss\c'ners considered that the present criminal law of the 

, country made one difference between slaves and freemen, but no 
other, viz. that a master might be justified in inflicting moderate 
correctIOn on a slave for certain faults. 

3d. The Right honourable the Governor in Council is re
quested to favour the Government of India with his opinion on 
the following points. 

4th. First: Whether or not it is expedient now to pass any 
special law to the above effect? 

5th. THe President in Council remarks on this point, that, as 
will appear from the perusal of Note (B.) of the Penal Code, 
much variance in the practIce of magl:!trates exists as to recog
nizing the right of moderate correctIon by a master of his slave. 
It is desirable that doubts upon this subject should be removed, 
if it can be done without the hazard of creating greater incom e
niences. Upon the expediency of formally abolIshing the power 
of a master to correct his slave in any case, it may be desirable to 
consider whether It would be regarded.wIth justice, or in fact, by 

" any considerable portion of the com.munIty, as an infrmgement of 
H 3 ' rights 
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rights and a deterioration of proper~y through the mediuI? oC the 
criminal law. It is also to be cons.tdered, as the regulations for 
the punishment Qf servantS do not appear to be applicable to 
slaves, wh~ther, regardmg such benefits as the slave may derive. 
from his situation~ it is proper that he should· be placed in a much 
more independent con~ltion than a servan~ and ~e exempted from 
punishment of every kmd, from whatever anthonty,. and on what. 
ever occasion. , . 

6th. It may deserve inquiry whether an objection applies to any 
special law regulating the conduct of masters towards their slaves, 
(esp~cially if it be thflught proper that the law should contain pro
visions for enforcing, by a magistrate, the obedience of slaves in 
like manner as servants), as implying a recognition of a state of' 
slavery, towards the absolute extinction of which, by the mere force 
of time, of civilization, and of the lenient and well-understood 
principles and .practice of British administration, great advances 
are in progress. It has been observed, that if government in this 
manner formally recognize the state of slavery, it will incur a 
great danger of, directly defeating its own intentions, and of be
coming parties to the maintenance (:If that state, by being led into 
different measures for the regulation of the ~ights and obligations 
incident to it. It appears to be very important to compare, on the 
one hand, the inconvenienC(es to ,whi~h it may be thought the law 
will give rise, not merely such as Jllay necessarily result from it, 
but also such a~ it IDay be likely to produce if administered indis
creetly, or if, made a plausible ground for discontent and excite
ment, and, on the other, the practical benefits which the law may 
be expected to confer. As to this, it is to be observed that the real 
operation of the law is much more limited than would, at first 
sight, appear from the terms of the prov~8ion suggested in Note (B.) 
of the Penal Code, which provision, it must be recollected, was in
tended by the Law Commissioners to be applied to the whole cri
minal law, and not merely to supply a particular defect in the 
existing law; It was made to prohibit immoderate as well as mode
rate correction, the former of which is already provided against by 
the existing law. It may deserve consideration whether the ope
ration of the law in simply prohibiting moderate correction, will 
not, in fact, be stIll more limited by the general practice of magis
trates upon COlD plaints of the nature in question. which is, at pre
sent, to lean in favou:.; of the slave. And regarding the effects of 
usage, the distance of tribunals, the ,difficulty of establishing a 
charge or moderate correction, the trifling nature of the punish-

. ment which could with ju~tice pe inflicted on a master for mode
rately correcting his slave~(it being understood that accordingly 
to the existing law, the master would be punishable if he corrected 
his slave immoderately, or even moderately, except for negligence,. 
disooedience, or disrespect), it may be proper to inquire whether 
the Act would be likely to have any practical effect of a general or 
extensive natUl·e. 

7th. Wjthout entering into a discussion upon the degree to which. 
in tile ptesent condition of Indian society, all slavery is excluded 
from amongst the Mahomedans, by the strict letter of their own 
law, or uPO!! ~he degr~e to whic~ the Mahomedan law and usage 
have superseded the Hmdoo law Of slavery, it must be sufficiently 
clear that the abhorrence of slavery entertained by the English 
functionary is gradually establishing an administration of the law 
under which all slavery must fall. It may be certain that, with 
the.lapl'e of time, that abhorrence will only increase and be dif
fused, and. that any in'consistf>ncies now existing in legal practice 
PlUst be before long removed by umform interpretations in favour 
of the slave. 

6th. Secpnd: Whethe"r, supposing a law of the nature proposed 
be df!t~rmiI&ed on l it could, with jUl.tice~ be passed without com
pensatIOn :to the o~ners of slaves; and generally speaking. what 

. . ' com pensati(jIl 
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compensation would be equivalent to the practi,cal change which. 
such a law would effect in the value of a slave? Also, whether it . 
would be indispensable, that if the power o( moderate correction 
be taken away, some provIsions for enforcing obedience, 'in the 
nature of the regulations or bye-law ror enforcing the obedienee 
of servants, should be enacted? 

9th. Third: Supposing a law of the nature proposed to be passed, 
whether it would be expedient to pass it somewhat in the form of 
the appended Draft Act (A.), which has been slightly altered from 
the draft prepared by the Law Commissioners, or in a more general 
form, as in the appended Draft Act (B.)~ which follows more nearly 
the words of the HonQurable Court's despatch? It has been ob
jected to the Draft CA.) that it attemptsto.3efine and to restrict too 
elosely. On the' other hand, as WIll be seen from the Report pf 
the Law Commissnmers, the only legal effect of the law would be 
.to take away the right of moderate chastisement for misconduct, 
such as may be exercised by a parent over his child, or a master 
over his 'apprentice. It may therefore deserve consideration 
whether the Act, in the more general form, would import a great 
deal more than its real operation; and though ita terms might be 
very proper in a code which embraced the whole criminallaw~ they 
would be inappropriate in an Act which contained only a very 
pal'tial modification Qf the existing law. It might be observed, 
that the use of such general terms would have the effect of repre
senting the existing law as much more defective than it really is, 
and of introducing much greater changes in the usages and rights 
of the native community, than is either intended or effected. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Oflk' SecY, &.C. 

, . 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Oflk SecY to Gov· of India. 

DRAFT ACT (A.) 

IT is hereby Declared and Enacted, That whoever assaults, imprisons, or inflicts 
any bodily injury upon any person being a slave, eith.er by way of punishment, 
or of compulsion,' or jn the prosecution of any purpose, or of any other cause, 
or under any other pretext whatsoever, under circumstances' which would not 
have justified such assaulting, imprisoning. or 'inflictIng bodily injury upon 
such person, if such person had not been a slave, is liable to be punished by all 
courts or cnmiual judicature within the territories subject to the govemment 
of the East India Company, as he would be liable to be punished by such 
'£ourts j,f such person had not been a slave. 

(Bigned) .J. P. Grant, 

Officiating SecY to G~v~rnment of India. 

.' r ; 

DRAFT ~CT (B.) 

, IT is hereby Declared and Enacted, That no act \whi& wdt~ld be an offence if 
.(lone against a free ,person,' shall be exempted' from' punishment because it is 
;aone ~gainst a slave.' .' 

(signed) J: P. Grant, .. . \ 

Officiating S;cY to Go'ternment ·of India. 
H4 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE;·,}. 

(No. 359.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Go~ernment of In4ia, to 
To H. MaddocR

1 
Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India with 

the Governor-general, dated 27 May 1839. ' ... : : ~ 

Sir, t 

LegIslative. "V ITH reference to your letter, dated the 6th instant, I alIl d~rected ~Y the 
honourable the President in Council to forward to you, for the mformatIon of 

T tb chief' secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, the Right honourable the Governor-general, 
se~et:ry to the Go\"~rnment of Bombay, and Indian Law Com- copies of the letters addressed on the suhject 

.DllSSlOn, dated 27 May 1838. of slavery in India, as noted in the margIn." 
To the Indian Law CommISsion under the same date. 

No. 11. 

JuuJClal Dep. 

17 July 1839 
No. 130. 

No tl!. 
Enclosure. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating SecY to Government of India. 
Fort William, 27 May 1839. 

EXTRACT LEGISLATlVE CONSULTATIONS, 2 September 1839. 

(No. 627.) \ . 
"From H. Chamier, Esq .. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, 

to J. P. G;ra1J.t, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, dated 
30 July 1839. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 27th May last; No. 341, I am directed by 

the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit for tha information 
of the honourable the President in Council the accompanying copy of a letter 
from the actmg register of the Sudder Adawlut, submitting the sentiments of 
that court on the several points referred to in· your letter under repIx, on the 
subject of slavery in India, and to intimate that his Lordship in CounClI entirely 
concurs in the opinions expressed by the judges, and considers it will be pre
ferable not to legislate at all in respect to slavery untn the whole question in all 
its bearings has been fully ~onsidered. 

I have, &c. 

.Fort St. George, 30 July 1839. 
(signed) H. Cp.amier, 

Chief Secretary. 

(No .. 130.} 

From T. H. Davidson, Esq. Acting Registrar, Sudder Adawlut, Fort St. George, 
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 17 July I8S,? 

'Sir,. 
I AM: directed by the judges of the Sudder Adawlut to acknowledge the receipt 

of the extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 2d July 1839, 
No. 530, forwarding copies of a letter, dated 27 May last, from the officiating 
secretary to the Government of India, and of the papers which accompanied that 
.communication, OJ} the subject of slavery in India, with reference especially to a 
despatch from the Honourable the Court of Directors, desiring the Government 
of India to pass an Act, to the effect of a provision suggested in Note (B.) of the 
Penal Code, and requiring the Court of Sudder Adawlut to submit their sentiments 
on the several points therein referred to. 

2. The first question on which the sentiments of this court are required by 
Government is " Whet~er 0:, not i~ is expedient now to pass any 'special law to 
the etrect of that of w'PlCh -1} ~opy IS annexed, 'declaring and .enacting that any 
assault committed or personal injury inflicted on 11 slave shall be punishable in 
t~e same manner as if such assault had been committed or personal. injury in. 
fllcted on a free person ?"'. ., 

3 •. 'Yith reference to the observation in paragraph 5', of the letter from. the 
officlatmg. secretary to the Government of India, dated 27th May 1839, that 
much vanance "in the practice of magistrates exists as to the recognizing the .. ... 

: Fight 
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right of moderate correction by a master of his slave," the judges 'of the Sud
der Adawlut remark, that the circular order of the FouJdare¢ Adawlut of the 27th 
November 1820, bas laid down a uniform course of procedure in this respect, 

• and that inasmuch as no specific penalty is prescribed in t~RegUlations for 
assaults exceeding the jurisdiction of the magistrate, under se t. 32, Regulation 
IX. ofi816, the criminal judge is required, under the provIsions f sect. 7, Regula
tion X. of 1816, as illustrated by the Circular Order of 28th Ja uary 1828, to be 
guided in such eases by tqe Mahomedan law, which does no make a master 
~liable to pUnishment for correcting his slave, in a ,lawful manner, for an offence 
inc'Urrmg discretionary punishment lInder tbat law. 

4. "Regulations for the punishmen~ of Sfrvilnts," for breach of duty, "or de:
parture from proper demeanor,;" have been enacted in section 18, Regulation XI. 
of 1827, in the Code of Bombay, but there are no sucb provisions in force under 
this presidency, where, therefore, the comparison between the condition of a ser
vant and that of a slave exempted from correction by hIS master, cannot be 
made. 

5. In the Note (B.) to the Penal Code it appears to beal'gued that the masters 
of slaves, in theRe territories, exact service by We use of VIOlence, and that the 
sense of reciprodil benefit is not brought into operation under the system of 
slavery there prevailing. 

6. But the informatIon contained in the official reports on this subject does 
not appear to warrant this conclusion. It is certain that the III treatment of 
slaves by their masters is not general, If indeed it exists at all to any great de
gree ; and as a motIve, in the nature of that adverted to by the Law CommIS
sion as not existmg, it is observable that the slave is fed, housed, and clothed 

,by his master. The enactment of a penal code abrogating all reference to tJte 
Mahomedan law will set aside the rule above-mentioned; and under the general 
provisions for the punishment of assaults, the masters of slaves will, by the opera
tion of that" abhorrence of slavery" noticed in the letter from the offiClating 
secretary to tIte Government of India, be deprived of any power which they may 
'now exercise, of enforcing obedience by personal correction. 

'1. Some interval must elaps€) before the promulgation of a penal code; the 
subordinate functionaries whose opinions have been required upon that framed 
by the Law Commission, have not yet all sent in their opinions, and the judges 
of this court have yet to commence the "la"borious reVIsion" of this code im
posed upon them, as weIr as to digest the opinions laid before them. The occu
patIon of their time and attention by their proper judiCIal duties leaves little 
leisure for this arduous undertaking. 

8. But it does not appear to the Court Qf Sudder Adawlut that in the meantime 
any special enactment on the subject is required. The observations in the letter 
under consideration show that there are grave reasons for questionmg the expedi
ency of any 'Bpeciallegislation Qn the point in question; and that any practical good, 
commensurate with the danger of eVIl, would result frOID enactmg the proposed 
law, cannot, in the opinion ofthejudges ofthe Sudder Adawlut, be expected. 

9. With reference to" the second question in paragraph 8, it appears to the 
judges that no satisfactory conclusion as t<1 the claim for compensation 'could be 
formed, or estimate as to the quantum of c:;ompensation be made, without local 
inquirIes, into which it would not be proper for thIS court to enter without the 
special authority of the Government. 

10. The provisions in the Bombay Code for the punishment of servants would 
be nugatory in the case of slaves, from whom a fine coi}d 1;Iot consistently"be 
levied, and to whom "ordinary imprisonment withqiit labour'" for 14 days 
·would be rather a boon than a punishment. t l 

, 11. If a law of tlie nature proposed shall be deter ned upon, there can, in the ' 
opinion of the judges of the Sudder Adawlut, be no oubt that the Draft Act (A.) 
would be preferable to (B.) for the reasons stated t' paragraph 9 of Mr. Secretary 
Grant's letter. 

12. The latter Act would, in the opinion of th Su4der AdawJut, be calculated 
to Qccasion serious misconception. IJhave, &c. , 

{signed) T. H. Davidson. 
Sudder 4dawlut Registrar's Office, 17 July 1839. Acting Registrar. 

(A true copy.) 
(signed) H. Chamier; Chief Secretary. 

I 
I 

NO.2. 
IN I;l I A. 



"Mo. 2. 

IN D I A. 

No. 13. 

Ju.1icial Depart
ment. 

No 14. 
Enclosure. 

No 15. 

,58 "CORRESP.ON:DENCE ,ON l'HE' SLAVE TRADE, 

(No. 2037 of 1839-.) 
\, 

, , 

From L. R. Reid, Esq. Acting Chief, Secretary to Government of Bomhay. to the 
Officiating Secretaty to the Government of India in the Legislative Depart:' 
ment, dated 5 4~lgust 1839. 

Sir, 
IN acknowledging the recE>ipt of your letter, dated the"27th of May last, No.342, 

e~losing the draft of a proposed Act, providing that"a personal injury or an 
assault committed on a slave, 'shall be 'punishable in the same manner as if com
mitted on a free person, I am directed by the honourable the Governor in 
Council to transmit to you, to be laid before the honourable the President in 
-Council, copy of a letter from 'the registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 
dated the 20th ultimo, reporting the opinion of the judges of that court, that 
there is 'no necessity to pass a special law for the protection of slaves under this 
presidency, since the laws at present' in force are applicable to them, and an 
offence whIch would be punishable when committed against a freeman, would 
not be exempt from punishment if done agai~st a slave. . 

Bombay Castle, 
5 August 1839. 

(No. 1254 of 1839.) 

I have, &c. ' 
(signed) L. R. Reid, 

Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 

From P. W. Le Geyt, Esq. R.egistrar, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to 
I Government Bombay, dated 20 July l839. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the judges of the Su~der Foujdaree Adawiut to acknowledge 

your letter, No. 1675, dated the 3d instantJ giving cover to a despatch from the 
officiating secretary to the Government of India, on the subject of a proposed law 
relative to ~ personal injury, or an assault committed on a slave, and requesting 
their opinion on the same. ' " 

2. In reply, I am instructed to observe, that there does not appear to be any 
necessity to pass a special law for the protection of slaves throughout the zillah~ 
of this presidency, as the law 10 force is as applicable to them as to freemen, and 
no offence done against a freeman is by the l30mbay Code exempted from punish~ 
ment because it is done against a slave. 

3. As the ,power of a master to correct his slave has never been admitted by 
'our code, the general practice of the magistrates has been against it, although 
~xceptlOns are quoteq in the :Note (B,) to the Penal Code, and it is not considereq. 
that a strict enforcement of this rule would be looked upon by the community a~ 
an inf,ringement ofright" or a deterioration of property, for masters are also pro~ 
tected against the misconduct of their slav~s" as the regulations for the punish
ment of servants contained in section 18, Regulation XII, of 1827, have been ruled 
by thi$ cour4, under date the 4th November 1830, to be applicable to slaves. 

1 have, &c. 
(signed) P. IY. Le Geyl, Regist1'ar. ' 

Bom'9ay" Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 
" 20 July 1839, 

(True copy.) 

(signed) L. R. Reid, Acting Sec" to Government. 

MINUTB by the Honourable A. Amos, Esq. dated 27 August 1839. 

THE Governor-general expressed a wish, that the governments of Mad~ 
and Bombay sho~ld be consulted on,' the subject of the expediency of pass~ng 
the Slavery ~ct, In order ~hat we mIght form a more satisfactory Judgment as 
to t~e proprIety of ~elaymg to: conform. immediately to the mst,ructions for 
passmg. the,Act recel~ed from the honourable, Court of Directors. In p,ur-

suapce 
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suance of the recommelldation of the Governor-general, 'ad vices upon the sub. 
ject ha\'e been obtained from Madras and Bombay. Nothing remains but to 
forward the papers to his Lordship and to the home authoritie~ • ' 

It WIll be observed, that the Bombay government do not gi e 1,1S any opinion 
of theIr own, but it forwards, without comment, the opini n of the Sudder 
Court of that presidency. The Bombay Sudder Court think '~hat there is not 
any necessity to pass the specIal law. They further observe, tHat such a specIal 
law, would not work injustice or inconvenience, nor call for compensation, for a 
reason (the only one assigned) which certainly does not apply to the other 
presidencies, VIZ. that in Bombay the magistrate will enforce the services of 
a slave. 

It may be remarked, that the construction given to section 18, Regulation XII. 
of 1827, of the, Bombay Code, by the Bombay Sudder Court. 18 at least open 
to very grave doubt in point of law. The operation of this constructIOn, in 
cases decided with reference to it, seems to call for inqUIry. 

It is obsen-ed by the Bombay Sudder Court, that the power of a master 
to correct a slave is not recognized by the code, nor by the general practlCe of 
magistrates. This, as to immoderate correction, is the established law of the 
country, and practice of magistrates over the whole of IndIa. The only ques
tion upon the subject regards moderate correction for mIsconduct, according to 
the Bombay judges; this also is prohibited by the Bombay Code, because not 
admitted by it. I think it would be satisfactory tp ask the Bombay judges, 
whether they hold, upon the same grounds, that It is pUDlshable in a master to 
give moderate correction to a servant, young or old, not being a slave; and 
whether, in point of fact, these cases of moderate correction by masters are not 
of a nature that they seldom, if ever, are brought before a magistrate? With 
l'egard to the general practice spoken of, I should like the Bombay Judges to 
be asked, how many cases of moderate correction they adverted to, as constI
tuting such general practice? 

The Madras government and Sudder Court both concur with the Supreme 
Government in thinking that there are grave reasons for questioning the expe
diency of the proposed law; and they say,. that nO practical good, commen
surate with the danger of evil, can be expected to result from the proposed law. 

With regard to the question of compensation, it is the opinion of the 'Madras 
authorities, that it cannot be satisfactorily dIsposed of without further local 
inquiry. This alone is a strong reason for not passing the Act immediately. 

The Madras authorities consider that a regulatIOn simIlar to that In the 
Bombay Code would not answer for the Madras presMency, either as regards 
servants or slaves, but more particularly as regards slaves; but if servants are 
punishable by moderate correction within' the Madras presidency, then the 
judges are not right in saying that no -comparihon can arise in the Madras 
presIdency between the condItion, in this respect, of servants and of slaves 
under the proposed Act. I have before observed, that the point is doubtful 
under the English law, HawkInS laying it down broadly, that a master may 
correct his servant, and the right being recognized by more unequivocal autho
rity in the case of apprentices. 

The Madras authorities thInk, that an Act in the express terms of Note (B.) 
would be calculated to occasion serious misconcepticn. 

27 August 1839. 
~signed) A. Amos. 

.. 

(No. 472) , 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretar'y to the Government of India, to 
L. R. Reid, Esq. ActIng Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated 
2 September 1839. 

Sir, 
I AM dlrected by the honourable the President in Council to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter, No. 2037, under date the 5th ultimo, with its enclosure, 
and In reply to eominunicate the following observations: 

t ~. ,His Honor in Council is pf op1Dlon that, for the purpose of the Report on 
slavery, as well as with. respect to the particular Act under consideration, it will 

238. ' 12 be 

No.2. 
INDIA. 

No. 16. 

Leglslatl ,'e. 



No.2. 
IN DJ A. 

60 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, • 

be desirable to inquire of the Company's advocate at B~mbay, whether in any 
d ng for false imprisonment, the Bombay Regulatlon would amount to a 

procee I • • db' I nd t d . legal justificatio.ll, the person lIDprlsone elOg a s aYe,8 no un er any specific 
contract of lSefflce. . . 

3. It is desirable also to inquire of the Judge~ of the Sudder .FouJdarry Adawlut 
at Bombay "'hat is the number of cases 10 whlCh the regulatlOn ~as been put in 
force agamst slaves; and ~hether, under the Bombay RegulatIons, It ma~tei' 
punishing a. servant (not bemg a slave), young ()~ old, by moderate correctIOn, 
for gross negligence or misconduct, wo~ld be pU~Ishable,~s for ~n assault. 

4. With regard to the" general practIce of magistrates, ther~ IS D? doubt that 
as regards immoderate correction, or eY~n modera.te con'ectIOn WIthout fault, 
every kind of law., and the universal prac~lce of maglstra~s through~ut India, is 
in favour of the slave. What his Honor m CouncIl partlCularly deslfes to kno~ 
is whether the Sudder Foujdarl'Y Adawlut mean that the general practice applies 
td moderate correctIon for negligence or misconduct. If such be the case, he is 
further desirous of being informed of the number of caseS in which masters have 
be~n punished by magistrates for, moderate correction of their slaves. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating SecY to Government of India. 
FOl't WIlliam, 2 Sept. 1839. 

(No. 471.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 
T. H. Maddoclt, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India with 
the Governor-general, dated 2 September 1839. 

No. 17. Sir, . '. 
LegislatiVe Depart- IN contlDuatlOn of my letter, NQ. 359, of the 27th May last, I am directed by 
ment. the honourable the President in Council, to forward to you, for the information of 
Letter fi (lm Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, dated the Right honourable the Gover-
30 July 1839, w~th Enclosllre. I f I eli • f} 
Letter from Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated nor-genera 0 D a, copies 0 t ~e 
5 Aug. 1839, With Enclosure papers as noted on the margIn 
Mmute by the Honourable Mr. Amos, dated 9.7 August 18a9. respecting the Slayery Act. 
Letter to Actmg Cfuef Secretary to th«; Government of Bombay, dated 
9. Sept. I Sag. ' 

I have, &c. 

No. J. 

Lfgislative. 

(signed) J. P. Granty . 
Officiating SecY to Government of India. 

Fort William, ~ September 1839. 

EXTJlACT LEGISLATIVE CONSULTATIONS, 21 October 1839. 

Fro~ T. H. Maddoclt, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India 
WIth the Governor-general; to J. P. Gmnt, Esq. OfficiatinO' Secretary to the 
Government of InJza. 1;1 . 

Sir, . Fort William, 30 September 1839. 

I. AM direc~ed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter" 'No. 471, datedJh0 
2d lDstant, With enclosu~es, respecting the. Slavery Act, and to state in reply t~at 
~e Governor-general WIll awaIt the receIpt of the answer of the Law Commls
~lOners t? the letter addressed to them by {)rder of the honourable the President 
m CouncIl on the 27th May last, No. 222, before he records any opinion on the 
papers submitted with your letter under acknowledgment. 

, I hay€, &c. 
(sirned) T. H. Maddoclt, 

Officiating SecY to Government of India 
Simla, 30 Septem1;ier 1839. with the Go'Vernor-general. 
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EXTRA.CT LEOISLATIVE CON$UrrATIONS, 24 J~ 1839. 

(No. 192.) 
, , 

f'romJ. C. C. Sutherland, 'Esq. Secretary w the Indian Law Commission, to 
J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government <of Indza, dated 
13 June 1839. 

Sir, 

I All directed by the Law C~sioners to acb~ledge the receipt I of your 
letters, dated 21.May~ Noli. 222 and 2:23, and to request that you will inform. 
his Honor in CouncIl that the 'Subjects referred to the Law Commission in 
both these letters, are now under their consideration, with a view to their general 
Report upon slavery in India. -

2. As it wIll be shortly ready for presentation, the Law Commissioners submit 
that the most convenient and satisfactory mode of accomplishing the wishes of 
his Honor in Council will be to proceed with that Report. 

Ihav~,kc. 

(signed) J. C. C. Sutherland, Secretary. 

Indian Law Commission, 13 June 1839. 

'EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE CONSULTATIONS, 27 May 1839. 

(No. 223.) 

No.2. 
nfDl'l 

NO.5 ... 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary: t1) the'Government of India, totOO No. 5. 
Indian. Law Co~missione1'S, f1ated 27 May 1839. 

Gentlemen, • 

• As bearing UpOl1 the general question of $lavet:y in. India. to which my letter Legislative Depart. 
to' your address of this date, No. 222, relates, I am directed by the honoumble mente 
the President in Council to request that you will prepare, and submit for the con- Sale o(Children. 
sideration of Government, a note of the present state of the law and practice in 
India relative to the sale of , children. 

2. It has been observed to the President in Council. that the subservience of a 
dancing girl to her keeper, is perhaps not greater in IndIa than that of the young 
prostItute to the panders of Paris and of London, and no magistrate in these days 
would construe it to be slavery. or in any way sanction the nght of con-trol which 
is assumed. Yet the power over these girls is acquired by purchase; and it is sus
pected that the traffic in children, for the.sl1pply (If, t~ zena:na and, the brothel, iff 
a source of extensive crime, upon the temptation t(}wwch gangs evea of sys
tematic murderers, as appears by the publIshed Report upo;n the Megpunna 
Thugs, have been founded. All cmmes, indeed, by which the possession of the 
child is obtained, are already punishable by law, but i~ has heen observed that 
such crimes are not ceasily detected, and that it seems pl'(lbable that fur '00 mllch 
of facIlity exists in the- traffic which follows UpOJl the POBiies8wn. 

3. The opinion and suggestions of the Indian Law commi~' oneTS a.re requested. 
on this subject in a separate report, as it appears to the Pr ident: tn Council to 
be a question which, supposing It to require legislation, mig t be :conveniently 
legislated upon without reterence to the question to which m ,separate letter of 
this date relates. , 

I have, &c •. , 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 
Officiating SecY to the Governnijmt of India. 
• I' 

Council Chamber, 27 May] 839. 
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EXTJu.cT LEGISLA.TIVE CO.NSV,LTA.TIONS, 21 October 1~39. 

(No. 768.) 

From H. Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George., 
'to J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to ~he Government of India, d~ted 
24 S~ptember 1839. ' 

Sir, I 

Judicial Dl!partment. WITH reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, I am directed by 
Ftom the OffiClatlDg Secretary to the the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you7 

Government of India, dated 9 Jan. for submission to the honourable the President in Council, the 

T
1839• NO·d6. d d' t N 86 accompanying copy of a Circular Order, No. Ill, of the Foujdary 

o ditto, ate '19 It 0, 0.. Adawlut. • 

No 4. 
enclosure. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Charnier, 
Fort St. George, 24 Sept. 1839. Chief Secretary. 

EXTltACT from the Proceedings of the Fo~jdary Adawlut, under date the 
17th Sept. 1839. 

(No. Ill.) 
(Circular Order.) 

'DOUBTS having been entertained as ,to the course of proceeding it is legally 
competent to a magistrate to adopt in the case of the sale of a child by its parent 
in the provinces under this presidency, and the Mahomedan law officers of 
the Foujdary Adawlut having declared that, according to the Mahomedan law, 
the act is not punishable when committed in a season of famine, and that at all 
other times it is punishable by tazeer, the Court of Foujdary Adawlut resolve 
to promulgate that opinion fo~ the inform~tion and future guidance of the judi
cial 'officers, subject to their control. 

Ordered, that extract from these proceedings be sent to the four provincial 
courts of circuit, with instr:uctions to communicate the same to the several eri

. minal judges and magistrates within their respective divisions, by precept" 
returnable within 10 days from and after its receipt. ' 

(True extract.) 

(signed) T. H. Da'Oidson, Acting Registrar. 

(No" 541.) 

NO.5. From f. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of /ndla, to 
H: Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, dated 
21 qct,! 1839. 

siA " 
Legislative Depart- I AM a~. rected by the j;honourable the President in Council, with reference to, 

\ ment. your lette of the 24t4, ultimo, inclosing a circular order issued by the Court o( 
F~ujdary dawlut Oll the sale of children by their parents, to request that the 
RIght hono able the Governor of Fort St. George in Council will call upon the 
court t~ rep rt the circumstances under which the issue of that circular order 
,,:as thought dvisable. The subject to which it alludes has lately been spe-

, clally, referre f~r the consideration of the Indian Law Commi~sioners, and 
!hat body ha-y tak.en it into present cqnsideration. in connexion.with the sub-
Ject of slavery n India. ' .' . 

I 

Fort William;. ,.. 
" 21 Oct. 1839 .. , 

I have, &c. , I 

'(sigt\ed) J. P. Grant, 
Officiating SecY to the Govermnent of India. 
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(No. 436.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 
J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated 
21 October 1839. 

Sir, 
IN continuation of my letter, No. 223, of the 27th of May last, I am directed by 

the honourable the President in Council to forward to you, for the consideration 
of the Indian Law Commissioners, the accompanying copies of a circular order 
issued by the court of Foujdary Adawlut at Madras, on the sale of children py their 
parents, and of a letter this day addressed to the secretary'to the Government of 
Madras on the subject thereof. 

I have, &c. 
. (signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating SecY to the Government of India. 

Council Chamber, 21 October 1839. 

(No. 540.) 

, No.2. 
IN D lAo 

No.6. 

LegJslative Depart
ment. 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to No. '1. 
T. H. Maddoclt, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India with 
the Governor-General, dated 21 October 1839. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to my letter, No. 359, of the 27th of May last, I am directed by LegtslativeDepart. 

the honourable the President in Council to forward to you, for the information ment. 
of the Right honourable the Governor-general, the Letter from Chief Secretary to Government of Fort St. 
accompanying copies of papers, as noted on the George, dated i4 Sep~ember 1839 With Enclosure 

h i f h 'ld b h' Letter to ditto, dated 91 October J 839· 
margIn, respectIng t e sa e 0 C 1 ren y t elr Letter to Secretary Indian Law Commission, dated il 
parents. October 1839. 

I have, &c. -
(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating SecY to the Government of India. 
Fort WilliaIIl, 21 October 1839. 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE CONSULTATIONS, 16 December 1889. 

(No. 936.) 

From H. Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, 
to J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, dated 
27 November 1839. 

Sir, 

No. ~O. 

WITH reference tq your letter of the 21st ult. No. 541. I am directed by the JudiCial Depart
Right honourable the Governor in Cpuncil to transmit~ for the informatiou of ment. 
the hOfiourable the President in Council, the accompanying copy of a letter from 
the acting registrar of the Foujdary Adawlut, explanatory of the circu.mstances Drrd N9 Nov. 
under whlCh the issue of that court's Circular Order, No. 111, regardmg'the sale 1 39. O.!lJg. 

of children by their parents, was considered ad\"is~ple. 
I have, ~C.ii • 

(signed) H. \~/tamier, Chief Secretary. 

Fort St. George, 2: Novem_be_r_l_8_3~9'_-I-____ '_'\ . . 

(No. 21Q.) 

From T. H. Davidson, Esq. Acting Registrar Foujdary Adaw~ut, to the Chief 
Secretary the Government, dated 19 November 1~39: 

Sir, _ 
I AM directed by the judges of the Foujdaree Adawlut tQ! acknowledge the 

receipt of the Ordell of Government, dated 8 Nov. 1839, No. ~87, transmitting a 
communication; under date the 21st uit. fl'om the officiating- secretary to the 
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Np.2. Government of India, and requiring the cou,.!t to'report ~he circumstances ~nder 
1 'N :p t A.. which the isslJ,e of their Circular Order, N~ • .u i, Te~dIDg the ~ale of chIldren 

by their p~rents, was tho~ght advisable, and to su~mlt the followm~ ~xpl~ation 
on that pomt. '. • 

2. During several years past, references have from time. to tIme been made to 
the Foujdaree Adawlut, by the judicial o!ficers in the p,rovlllces, for !nstructions 
in regard to the disposal of casel! whereIn persons w:er~ 'charged wIth the sale 
and purchase of childJen for different purposes. ' 

3. On the 24th May 1817, the magIstrate of"yizagapatam, t~ported that ~ a Hin. 
doo woman made a Terbal complaint before him tha.t a police poon of the same 
caste bad failed in his engagement with her in the purchas:, as & slave,. of her 
infant lion, aged seve~ months. The. child was sold fo: eight rupees, but the 
peon re~Sing the mother access to her mrant, and not haymg procured her eldest 
son an mploymt!1'lt 3$ $tipu~ate~J t?~ mother. entreated permIssion to return the 
j>ul'cha .. money and to receIve her Infant agam. 

4 This most extraordinary purchase and sale, the magistrate observed 
was 1ancelled at his particular. desire, fot he:co~l~ not satisfy. himself as to t~; 
manner in which the complaint should. be Jud~clal~y determIned, ?oth partIes 
being in his opinion, equally ~ulpable; but on bem~ .Informed by the Judge of the 
zillah that the case was cogmzable only by the CIvIl court, he referred the mat
ter for the <!onsideration of the Foujdaree Adawlut~ observingw that if the opinion 
of the zillah judge, that under the existing regula.tions the parties. were not liable 
to a criminal prosecution, were correct, it was "high time that the defect in the 
law twas" rectified. and that slave dealing was declared to be abolished in India." 

lk In reply to this referen~e, ~b,e Court of Foujdaree Adawlut, ill. their prQeeed~ 
inN!i1 undel: date the 20th June 1817, observed, that" the matter is connected 
wIth the religi04s usages and institutions of the native subjects of this Govern
m~nt. ~nd it is, cognizable. as a civil actioJl, under the- provisions of section l6. 
Regulation III. of 1802," and that" the magistrate is not authorized to take cog-
nizance 01 the matter in question." • 
• 6. On the 5th December, 1825, the collector of Tinnevelly brought to the 

notice of the Foujdaree Adawlut through the provincial court for the southern 
division, "a custom" which the cqllector observes, "is, I believe more or less 
prevalent throughout the Madras territories, an~ as far as my own observation 
has gone, is more frequent in the district ofTinnevelly. The practice. I allude to," 
contznued the collector, "IS the sale and purchase of female children by dancing 
women, for the avowed purpose of bringing them up to a life of immorality. 
The custom is SQ notorious, and its abo1ll).nable tel1dency $() evident, that no 
comment' can be necessarv; but I am apprehensive that unless it be specifically 
excepted from those purchases of children which are now (under some circum
staDCe$) legal, an. opinion may be entertained that such dealings are counte
nanced by la.w. A prohibition of such transaetions could not be complained of 

.. as an infringement of any acknowledged rights; it would serve as a check upon 
child-stealing, which is occ;:asiQnally practised under the pretence of purchase, 
any the public expressiop of the will of the Government could not but bave a 
beneficial tendency to pr~mote morality." .. >!.. 

7. In, conclusion the collector recomlnended that the practice in question 
should be "prohibited' Z: law.M 

8. TJ\e judges of the rovincial Court submitted their opinion, that there was 
" not aH~\ occasion for t ~,interference of Government, or for any special autl10-
rit~ to ~e i yen to the magistracy to prevent the sale of children to pet'sons de-

< scrIbed In e collector's lett€r. Th€ sale of a child," the provincial court ob
served, "e ~ep£ing under fiery partrcular circumstances, is punishable under the 
Mahomedan' law, and,,i( the magistrate is of opinion that the people. are not 
aware .of the raPt he ?RS full authority, in virtue of his office, to issue a notification 
decl

1
aflDg that t, e cr]me of child-sellmg is punishable by law:~ 

~. !IllaYing~h~ papers.before Government, the, Foujdaree Adawlut recorded 
theIr concumm e JD the ,opiuioI). -of the provincial court. . " 

10. ;By a l~tt " dated ~he 13th January 182~, from the secretary to Gove~
ment".the ~our ~f FouJdaree, Adawlut were mforrned thai'the Governor III 

. COUlwll entir~ly I oncurred with the judges in d~ming any enactment unneces
, Bary; and,wIth 'l'eferencl( ~I to its 'Connexion With the ceremonies and obser"'

I 8,llces, ~bt~ civil ;UId ,cligiuus, of the great hulk of the people," remarks 'were 
, : I>, : r.. '.' added 

• J 
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added in regard to the necessity for caution in conducting any interference 'at all 
- with the view of preventing 'parents or' gnardians, from assigning chIldren, in the t 

customary modes, to bl' brought up to the profession of dancing women. 
11. On the 16th August 1839, die same provincial court (southern) sub

mitted a communication, from the magistrate of Trichinopoly, in which that" 
officer requested to·be inforIij.ed " whether the sale of a child by its mother is 
considered under the existil'l.g regulations an offence cognizable by the magistrate. 
and whether be is, iu such a case, to be content" as has hitherto been the practice 
in thIS district, with using his influence to almul the sale or to send the case for 
final adjudication to the criminal court;" and on this occaSIOn the judge~ .of the 
provincial court submitted their opinion, "that some specific penalty should be 
promulgated for the purpose of checking an offence so 1:et-olting to humanity, 
and that it should not be left at the discretion of the magistr~te merely to use 
his influence to annul a sale of this description." , 

12. On receiving this reference, the Court of Foujdaree Adawlut called upon 
their Mahomedan law officers to state whether under that law, the mother, in 
the case reported by the magistrate or Trichinopoly, would 1)e liable to punish
ment; and in their answer those officers declared that shevwas liable to tazeer, or 
dIscretionary punishment. ' 

13. It being found, on reference to the records of thijl court, that in case No. 
'1 of the Malabar Calendar for the fourth quarter sessions of 1819, the Mabo
medan law officers had delivered in a futwa, declaratory of the non-IiaOility to 
punishment of a party selling his ot her child, the court called upon their law 

• officers to submit theIr reasons for dissenting from the futwa of their predeces
sors in the case above mentioned; and those officers then repeated the opinion 
already given, observing th~t it was accordant with the decisions recorded in the 
Books of Huneefah that at a time when scarcity does not prevail, the people of 
this country are forbidden to sell their children, and that to do so renders them 
liable to tazeer. 

14. 'Of the correctness ofthis last opinion, there could be no doubt; and the 
Court or hujdaree Adawlut, adverting to the different refetences made to them '" 
on the subject, th~ discordant opinions whIch had been. give.n, ~nd the doubts 
generally entertained bV the officers in the provinees as to the courSe they were 
authorized to pursue in such easel, deemed it proper, as stated in the Circular 
Order under conslderatioz4 to promulgate that opinion. with reference to the proa 

visions of s. 7, RegulatIOn X. of 1816, tor the information and future guidance 
of the judicial officers subject to their control. 

(signea) T. H. Davidson, Acting Registrar. 
Foujdaree Adawlut Registrar:s Office, • fil 

19 November 1839. i 
(A true copy.) 
(si~ed) H. Charnier, C4ie£Secretary .. 

, .. 
< (No. 497.) ... .' . ,. 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Offi,ciating Secretary to the Government of I'Iuna;' to 
J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law 'Commission," dated 

T\_ b • • • . 16 vecem ~,1839. .; . 

No. 22. 

-Sit . '.' .« 

IN co~ti~uati~d of my let~er to your address of the nst ultimo) am directed Legislatnte Depart: • 
by the Honourable the President in Council to transmit, for the information ment." • ' 
of the Law Commissi~ners, copies of letter froUl. the chief secretary tOo, the' 
government of Fort: St. George, and of its enclosure, explanatory p£ the circum~ \ 
stances under which the issue of the Cire~lar' No. 111, from the Fou.i,9-arY Adawlut 
of that presidency, regarding ;the sale bf childre~ byftheir parents, was·con-
sidered advisable. . ,011: ~ , f' ... ' 

CouncIl Chamber, ;~l. 
16 Dec~ 1839. 

. -
I ani, &c. .\t. f 

~ (sYgned) ,J. P. Gra..~t\ff ~'" . 
bffioiatitl'g Secretary ~o. Gov<\.rIilnent ()f !pdia.;" 
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SALE of SLAVEs,in Loodiana.-Sale, of Chil~t:n at_K~~~epore.:"':"Debto~ 
Slavery in the re~as.ietim; Ptovin~e~.-Suits for the Recovery of Slaves in 

8au,9or.~Slav~rf in ,Assam. .',' " '. ' , I • • 

, .' 
""" 

NO·3· 
DEN G A ~ EXTRACT from the NOTES and~ NAlniATlvES of'the Proceedings. o( the 

Government~ of,A,9rfl" an .the Political :Depa.rtment" 1 for the Month of ,May 
1835. . l " { • I , • 

• • 
Respectmg the sale ,Parllt. 145. Tn~ ,paper( recorded as per ~argin relate to the sale ~d purchase 
and purchase of of slaves in LoodIana. The agent at Delhi,was called 'Upon ,to furnish a ~port. 
slaves 1I1 Loodlana. Q~ the s11.bject' 'and informed at the same time,' that the settlement of the qu~s-
P~o~edm~s tion w~ulc:f depend ~pon the extent to which we had hitherto carried our inter-
kObo :~ :0 ~~. ference ,with the interriallldministration of the town {)f Loodiana. 

I' , j,. 

" EXTRACT :POLITICAL D~SPAT~1t 'to 1ndia. dated 7 February (No,.IO) 1838. 

Naflatlve for May'1835. Para: '56. ,THE, 15ubseque~t escheat, of ,Loodiana to your Govern-
(Para 145.) RepDrt talled for ment removes the doubt concerning the applicability to that place of • 

respectIng the snle an~ purchas~ the British regulations ~ai,nst the 'slave trade. Weare giad 'to ob-
of I>laves In Loodl8na. QuestIOn. "..'" ''L'~ , 
as to the riubt of gO\le~nment Ser\l'e that'RullJc:'et BlDg as 1~sueq.1IJl,order prphhntory of the' ttaffi<:. . 
to prohibit th~ traffic. ; 'ill ilie' Hill States subject to his authori~y, ' I ". . 

l'oluical,Depart-. 
ment~ 

! " 

• 

" - No. 2r -.l;f,o ,(, , 
"1)1 

EXTRACT AGRA. PRB~IDENct, POi.ITI~At'PJ:tOCEED~NGS, da1;.ed l6'May"183S. 
, , _ I ~ 1 ~ l. t 

From ~. H. Ma~agkten, Esq. 'Secretarf to the' Government of India, to 
R. H, Scott~ 'Esq, Secretary. to the Government- 'of A'tIra, in the Political 
Department, .d~tea '2,7: April 1835.' ;. -~ I',. •... I, ' " ' 

, ~ 't ~ I # S 1 I,I.! J J ~ • 

,Sir, .. ; ) j r' j J~ t;f 1 .... , , j .-

1 At.! directed to forward for the orders' of' the honolU'able ,the governor of / 
Agra, an original letter, and its enClosure; recei~ed from the Governor-general's 
.a.ge~~ at Del~iJ. which; alii it re)ates to a matter of Jocal jUJis~ction QIl this 
slde of, the, Sut1~dge~ }>roperly ~omes within the cognizance of the Agra 
,governtne~t., I, : ~.- - , f , .', 

~, .2., I ~m at the same ti~el instru.ct~d· to' obs~e, th~t in. :the opinio~ ~~ the 
~onourable the Gorernpr-general,ln Council, the settlement of the prl'sent ques
tion must. depend upon the .extent to which. we fa1"e hitherto carried out inter-
ference Vi1th the internal administratipn of the town of Loodiana J .. ' ..... ~ ~ ..... 

"!- .J.. It,,"'\. I ~ • '" J. J 1 

W _ :.' I have, &0, ... ' ( .... ' , 
" Fort ~~li)a; -.,', ) (signed) W. H,. Marna9kten, • 

.... , I Secretary to the Govern.ment of India • 
.- 27 April 1835. ~, ~ , 

6 I- • I ... .'< 
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From J. J. Metcalfe, Esq. Officiating Agent Governor.general, Delhi, to 
w: H. ltfacnaghten" Esq. Secretary Ito the Government of India, Fort 
William, dated 10 April, U~35'j ',) 1.' 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to forwaidlor-tlie orders of the honourable the Governor

general of India in Council, the accompanying despatch, in original, from Cap-
tain Wade, political agent' a~ Loodiana:' , '. : 

., . ,I hare, &c. . , 
(signed} J. J. JJetcalfe~ 

Delhi Agency, 10 April 1835. Otliciating Agent Gov~l'Ilor-general. 

-~ow4.-

fFrom' Captai~ C. M. 'Waae, Political Agent, &0. to IV. H. Macnaghten, Esq. 
Secrt;tary to the Government of India, Forr William, datt;d 3 April 1,835. 

I Sir, ) I , 1 

I HA yE the honour tQ transmit a copy ,of ~ letter lYhich 'I lately receIved from 
the deputy judge advocate-general of the Sirhind division (Wishing to re~eive ~ 
copy of any proclamation that may ha.ve been iss14ed in the town of Loodlana 
against the procuring of slaves), and a copy of my; reply, together with copies of 
a correspondence which passed in my office on the trial of Moti,' to which: 
Captain Hough'refers,-as well as of another,..regarding some children who were 
kidnapped some time ago from Delhi, and carried to the opposite side of the 
Sathledj by some subjects of tne British Government.in the Delhi territory, and 
also of Patialah." , 
, 2. 'In my predecessor's time a referenee appears, 'from, the records, to have 
been made by him'to Sir D. Ocnterlony"to ascertain whethet the regulations 
of the British Government regardmg tpe sale an(lpurchase of slaves was to be 
considered,in force in th~ town of Ldodiana;, Sir 'David stated in reply, that 
although it had been deemed' necessary to establish' a control in the town ~y 
the form of the sayar and abkari, Government had not claimed, any right of 
interference with the laws 'Which-governed.it,.-buL the. kotwal of the town being 
an officer of the British Government, we might interdict the use of his official 
seal and authority to any deeds involvi,ng a property in slaves. 

a ,Such remained the state of the' Ca$e until the trial of Moti, who being a 
resident of the cantonment, she was considered amenable ~o trial for her offence 
by British law, and sentenced by a general court-marti8! to a. fine, and confine-
ment of sbt months in the gaol at Ambala. . , , _ 
. 4. The case which" led to Captain Hou~h's reference, was that of a drummer 
of one. of the native regiments stationed pere, ,who purchased some young 
girls who were brought and sold here during the Thte- famine in Cashmit. His ' 
contract of purchase was either to marry or maintain them in his own family, 
but in reality he disposed of them to prostitution, at Kurnal. The drpmmer 
'\Vas also tried by a general court-martial, and h~!i recen~lt been sentenced to 
the same punishment as the other. , , ..' 

5. In the former of these Cases no one appeared to claim the children. Their 
parents were inhabitants of the right bank of the Sathledj, where J succeeded in 
tracing them. In the latter a parrnt claimed his child, and they were botlt"sent 

. to me ,to enable me to inquire into th~ validity of'the claim." 'As the drummer 
was also subject to the authority of cantonments, and I did not think'myself 
competent to ~ry 'his case, I made hllll over to tlie .cbmmandin'g officeI'. 

. 6. When I drew the attentiol\ of Maharajah Runjit Singh's agent to the case 
of Moti, with the view of establishing the manner in which she b~came pos
~essed of ,the girl sold by her, I deemed it my duty to, observe to him, that 

, althougn the- British Government had no right to prevent th~ sale an~ purcliase 
of slaves within his master's country, if he thought p1,'oper to permit the prac-, 
tice, there was np reaso1f1why his people should cross the frontier and make the 

.,: ,2'.)8. ,. K Z' '.",: " limits 
~ .~. 

No. 11. 

No. 14. 
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68 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE "TRADE,:, . .. 
limits of a British, cantonment the scene o~ a traffic that was prohibited by the 
laws of our Government. '" 

7. Having stated the nature of the enclosed papers, and consideriJ;tg .the 
responsibility which attaches to me.in the degree. of m!erference that I m.ay be ' 
disposed to exercise for the suppresslOn of a practice WhICh, though repugnant to 
British law, is very different in general, both as to the mode in which it is pursued 
in this country, 'as well as in its general effects, t~ that slavery~ ~he gradual ex
tinction of which has engaged the humane attentIon of the Bnflsh Legislature; 
and adverting also to the various co~munities of people who are settled here. 
from different parts of Asia, and the interest which they have in a decision 
of the question, J am anx!ous to obtain the sentiments"of Government, whether, 
I am entitled to issue a proclamation in the town of Loodiana, for the total 
prohibitIon of the practice, or to content myself with exercising the right ~o 
suppress the evil- merely in those cases wher~ children have been kidnapped 
from their parents, or where any means opposed to the religious and conven
tional laws of the people' have been adopted. to prosecute the trade. My 
interference has hithert~ been confined to these two cases 'alone, and in the last 
only where a breach of these law.s has been officially brought under my 
notice. 

8. There are many cases where children are disposed of by their parents, and 
domesticated with families more as apprentices than slaves, in which, whatever 
may be the moral abhorrence with which I may be inclined to view the subjfct 
in my own mind, 1 should hesitate to exercise an interference, the practical 
operation of which mig~t be foup.d to 'Qe open to great objE(ctions, and to invade" 
rights with w~ch GovettUI1ent has hitherto made no profession of interfering in 
a foteign ter).'itory. 

91 In ~ny event, I beg to suggest to the consideration of Govern~ent, , 
whether on the occasion of a regulation being issued by the Britij;h Government, 
such as that agaillst slavery, on a knowledge of which by the subjects of 
neigl'lbouring states, as well as those of our own Government, essentially de
pends its efficiepcy, it would not be advisabl0 to furnish its political agents 
:with a, copy of it, in order that the chiefs and people connected with tlIeir 
offices may have an opportunity of learning their provisions, and profiting, if 
they please, by the legislation of a Government, the laws and institutions of 
",hlCh, as in the case of Runjit Singh, they are sometimes desirous of imi
tating and introducing in the administration of their own affairs. 

Loomana, 
3 April 1835. 

I ha'te, &c. 
(signed) C. M. Wade, 
, Political Agent. 

To Captai~ Waae, P~litical Agent, Lood~ana. 
(No. 120.) 

S
. D .. J. A. General's Office, Kurnal, 
1f, '\. 19 December 1834 . 

. 1 HAVE the hono~ to r~quest the copy of any proclamation issued by you 
m the town of Loodiana, elther before or after the trial of Moti native woman 
for slave-p!ocuringl at Loodiana, in September 1833. The' native generai 
court-martial will be held here on the 23d instant. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) . W. Houg!,. 

D. J. A. General, Sirhind Division.. 

{ 

To Captain IV. H01lgh, Deputy Judge Advocate General Sirhind Divisio'i.t. 
S· • " 1f. • , . • 

IN reply to your letter of the ·19th insta~t received yesterday I beo- leave to 
state that I have n f l' . . '"0 d Ii' t L d' 0 copy 0 a proc amatIon lssued by JDe against slave~ l\;a . ng a 00 .1al'J.~ beyond whllt was produced before YQU during the trial of 

oti, not consldermg; myself empow,ered to.issue > such , a 'Proclamation in a 
, • " foreign . 
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_. foreign territory without the previous authority of Government, though I have' 
-_ both orally and in writing since frequently warned the local authonties that 
, su.ch a practice was contrary to the regulations of the British Government, a 

warning which is not only well understood by them, but by the people of the 
, town and canto~ments, several cases of slaves being introduced from the 

opposite bank oi}he Sathledg having occurred here, as well as at Ambalah, 
subsequently to Moti's trial, of public notoriety, in which, when the girls were 
sold to prostitution, the contract was annulled, and the purchasers fined; and 

, recently an order has been issued by Maharajah Runjit Singh, to prolnbit this 
traffic altogether in the Hill State under his dominion. The cantonment of 
Loodiana being under the British jurisdiction, its inhabitants are, I presume, 
amenable to the British slavery laws. 

I have, &c. 

Loodiana, (signed) C. 11-1. Wade, 
23 December 1834. Political Agent. 

I 

Sil', 

To Major R. C. FazthJull, Commanding at Loodzana. 
'\ 

I BEG leave to transmit a copy of a report from the pohce officer at Ambala, 
which Mr. Clerk has forwarded to me, stating that a woman of that place 
.named Malikan, had arrived there with a girl 10 years of age, purchased by 
her from Moti, a professional woman, residing in th0 Looruana cantonments. 

2. On making inquiries into the subject, with the view of restoring the gkl 
to her parents, I find that the circun1stance stated by the Ambala police officer 
is correct. • . 

3. Enclosed is IUcopy of the result of my proceedings, from which yon will 
perceive that the woman named Moti employed a Banjara, who lives across the 
Sathladj, to procure two young girls for her; that she hired three men to ac
company the Banjara for the purpose of bringing the girls to her; and that 
w hen brought she sold. one to Mahkan, and kept the other herself. I have 
informed the Lahore vakil that as the traffic in slaves is contrary to the regula
tions of our Government, I hope his master will take effectual measures to pre
vent his subjects from crossing the frontier, and making the limits of our 
authority a scene for the purchase and sale of them; and have deemed it my duty 
to address yon on the subject, that you may take such notice of the case as you 
ma y deem necessary as regards the conduct of Moti. ' 

Loodiana, (signed) 
5 July 1833. " 

I have, &c. 
C.lIL Wade, 

Political Agent. 

_ To Captain Wade, Political,Agent, Loodlana 

Sir, ~¥,-?. Loodiana, 6 July 1833. 
I BEG to acknowledge the recei . 9f 19ur letter of 5th instant. 
As 1 fully concur with you in the' cessity that e.xists oi putting an end to 

the very pernicious traffic of slaves that preVaIls so mu ch in this neighbo\ll'hood, 
I beg to inform you that I am prepared to apply to the divisiQll head-quarters 

-for a general court-martial, to be assembled for the trial of the woman Moti, 
if you consider ,that you can produce sufficient evidence to elucidate the 
facts. 

The woman has been called Ol! to furnish securities till I ~ay hear from you 
~ain. 

I have, &c. ""' 
(signed) R. C. Fmthflll?, ' 

l\Iajol," Commanding at Loodiana,. 

No 3. 
BRNGAL~ 
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, , 
1 

To Capt~i~ ~d~, P~litical'Agen\\ at Loodia~~. . . .... ' " , . ~ SIr j l j. '. ~ l' ..' I J l; " t r .. ' ''' " '"" r '" i • J 

MOT; the person'charged by youtl.'Communication of the 5th instant with 
the pur~ase and sale of sla"ves, I having faUed tq p.r~duce b~l, t was' compelled 
to place hel in confinement pending you .. reply tO,my letter f?i the 6th instant." 

Will 'you do me the favour to furni$h the r~om~~nicati.on called for at your 
earliest convenience, to prevent an! unne~essanly leD:gthened con~nement'of ~he
prisoner, and I should wish to:recelve a list o.f the eVld~nce by whi<:h thec~ge 
against Moti is to pe substantiated. lfhe pnsoner havlOg pleaded IgnoraD.Ce .!l~ 
the law which attaches criminality to the p~r~~ase an~ sale of slav~s" m~y .. 
I request you will inform me whether a prohIbItion agamst such practices 't4'~i: 
been at any time promulgated in the town of Loodiana by the authorities unde~ 
your control? 

. . I ha.ve, &c., .; . ': 
(signed) 1/,. C. Faithfull, J 

Loodiana, 8 July 1833~ Major Commanding at Loodian~ 

;: 1 t 1 f, 

To Major R. C. Faithful', Commanding Jl.t LQodiana: 
Sir, r, , 10 

I HAVE deferred answering your letter of the 6th instant.; pending a refer
ence made by me to Mr. Clerk, the political agent a1; Ambala, requesting him to. 
take the deposition of Malikan, who purch~~d t~e girl from Moti. On the 
receipt of Mr. Clerk's .reply, which may pe expected in a day: 01' two, I Will 
send you a list of the evidence on which the information against Moti rests: 
Frequent notices ,have been issued by me to the authorities in the town, to pre
vent the purchase and sale Qf slaves; and whenever an)' cases of the kind have 
come to my knowledge, 'I haveltaken every care tl;) ,give publicity to the cri. 
minallight in which the traffic ilJ viewed by us, as is weU known to the :people' 
connected with my office., , , , . 

I I have, &c. . " 
(signed) C. M. TVade, 

Loodiana, 8 July 1833. ' ,Political Agent. 
• I 

, • ..,./'- To hiajqr 1!-. f!. f'aitlifull, Commanding ~t Loodiana. ' 
Sir, ; 10 ~ ~ 

MALIKAN, and the slave girl purchased by her~ have been sent here by Mr. 
Clerk. I am now . engaged in taking their depositions .• As it is desirable to 
take the evidence of the secOnd girl, and of two persons named Sawae and 
Golab, said to be ~n 'the service of Moti, and residing jn cao.tonments, I shall 
be much, ?bliged ~o you 'if Y9.u will direct' their a~endance at my office ,te-mor-

. row mornmg at nme' o'clock. . -: ~. ; \ 
I haye, &c. 

. (signed) C. )1. lVade, ' 
" Political Agent. Loodiana, ItJuly 1833" 

, . 
. , 

To Captain U' ade, Politic~ 'Agent; I Loodiana. 
Sir, . \, I. 

1 HEREWITH send you undel' charge of an' orderly the young slave girl and 
the other ~~? persons applied for in YO,ur letter of yesterday" . , 

• • i j ..,_ 

= ,,1 have, &c. " .... . 
(signed) .. R. C. Faithfull, • \ ". . 

I Major Commanding 8;t Loodiana. 

• 
,,' ~'. t 

, Loodiana, 12 'July. 1833. I 

~ 
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" I , . 

To Captain Wade, Political Agent, Loodiana. 
Sir . - 1 f 'I J t f l \ 

MOT;' the person charged in your letter of the 6th instant, with the-purchase 
and sale of slaves, \vas'confined br mr orders on the 6th'of the month. ' 

A!I 10 days have now elapsed since the woman 'Was' confined, I do' not feel 
-authorized to keep her u1)der restraint apy longer.t unless you, furnish ~e with 

• such evidence and information as is necessary to e~able me to proceed legally 
-against her. I ' '" - ), ,I "i 

, " r " I " l1}ave, &c. I, _ I, 

(signed) R., C. Faitlifull,. 
"Loodiana~ 111 July 1833. Major Commanding at Loodiana • . , 

. ~'--~--------~~~--
To Major R. C. Faithfitll, Commanding at Loo(ltana. 

Sir, ,. i; 

I HAVE herewith the honoUl" to'transmit to you, in their original fqrm, \ the 
whole of the depositions taken by me in the case of Moti, including the pro
ceedings of which I forwarded you an abstract in my letter of the 6th instant, 
together with a copy of a purwana received from Maharajah Runjit Singh by 
his agent in attendance here, in reply _to the l'eferenc~ ",hicb ;was made to him 
with the vlew of preventing his subjects/from engaging in the traffic of slaves 
'within the limits of our authority. 

2. Annexed to'the deposition is a list of those whose evidence I have taken, 
with the exception of Hoet; Singh, the Banjara, who lives across the Sathladj, 
an;d from who1p th~ two girls 'W!J:Fl·o~ginally purchased. The list in question 
comprises, ,as far as 1 can ascertain, the name of every pergon who appears to 
have been privy to the transaction, and they all concur in charging Moti with 
the sale of the girls, as stated in'fur letter 'of the 5th' instant. The deed of 

. sale is said to have been made ~ut compulsorily in the name of: Chuhar Singh, 
who was employed to purchase "tM girls from across the Sathledj, while it 
appears that Mati advanced theJlloney and sold the girl to' MaIikan~ on her own 
account. , ' ~ : 

3 .. There ls ~ ~ccordance'in the evidence produc~d against Moti sufficient, 

NO·3· 
BENGAL. 

• in my opip.ion, to elucidate the facts with which she is charged The extent to 
which the tra:fJic exists in the vicinity of Loodiana, the cruelty with which it 
has been prosecuted in several recent cases brought to my notice, >II: and the • Of children LelOg 
reputation which the British Governmen~ h~ illVolved in the prevention of it, kidnapped. 
induced me to notice the present case; being c;o'hvinced1of your co-operation to 
'put an end" if ppssible". to a p~actice which is considered criminal in the eye of 
our,law~ '!( "" • 

4. Wherever our 0Wll. jurisdiction does ,not ~ctually exist, 'we pOSSess no 
• other means than such as out, inftueItce maYl confer with the chiefs of the 

country for the suppression.of the traffic •• On the other' ~and, it is, adniitted, 
I believe, that those who reside within the limiti of a British cantonmept be-
.come gener~r subject t~ .:tne laws of our governlnent. ' 

, 5. With regard to the Lahore chief, it will be seen by Runjit Singh's obser-
vations in reply to the communication which I made to his "akil~ that the Mahara
Jah wishes to discourage the practice. He says, " I have ordered Koer Singh to 
.be brought be~ore me, and have directed the parents of the girls to Loodiana, to 
receive back their children. Bv God's (blessing, infanticide and the traffic in 
slave girls is pfohibited by'the" shasters, and I am"accordingly pleased at the 
notice which ~s been taken of the subject. 'During the last two months I have 
restored nearly,\ 100 children to their parents ... • " • {, • 

0; " 
6. May I troul;>le you to return the enctosea proceedings 'at'{our convenience, 

.as I have not had time to copy them? . • 
, " '\",' '~, It', ~ • ~ I have, &c. 

" ... ; ~ "(signed) . j f:/ lrL Wade, 
Loodiana, 15 July J83S. '-" , . Political Agent. 

,11 
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-,,~ 

CORRESPONDE'~CE OF'T THE ~LA VR ,~RADE" -/ 
, . . 

To Captain t Wade, Political Ageont., ,Lo?diana. \ to 

Sir, . h ret' • 'th ding - Pi . 
AGREEABLY to your wish I herewlt urn you eprocee s,m erslan,_ 

in the case of the woman Moti. : .':","! ~ . . 
I have transmitted a copy of them, WIth COPI~S Pt: {fUr co~e~onde~ce ()~ .the' 

Sll.bjeet, for the consideration and orders.of MaJor-g~eral Stt;r. Adams, X.C.s. 

commanding the division. 1'. " , - ; , 

I beg you ~ favour me wi~ an authentic=:ted. c~py of the 'proce~dings, iJ? 
Persian, at your earliest convem~ce, for deposIt 'WItli the otheor records. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. C. Faithfull, 

Loodiana, 18 JUly 1833. Major Commanding at Loodiana.' .. 

To Major R. C. Faithfull, Commanding at Loodiana. 
Sir, 

I HA VF; the honour to furnish you with an authenticated copy of the pro
ceedings q.eld by me in the case of the woman Moti. 

1 have, &c. , 
(signed) C. M. Wade. 

Loodiana, 20 July 1833. Politicat Agent. 

j . '~ . 
To W. Fraser, Esq. Agent to thi Governor-general, Delhi . . ' • 

Sir, - . 
HEREWITH I beg leave to annex a copy of a letter addressed by me to-day to 

the political agent a~ Anb~ together with If, ebpy of the proceedings to which 
it relates. 

2. The plaintiffs arrived here with an open Jlurwanah JrOIll your office" of 
which a copy is enclosed, c;lirecting all ~hom. it might concern to facilitate 
them in their search for their children, and the appretiension of the. persons by 
whom they might prove to have been kidnapped. 

"3. I shall be glad to 'know what you would wish to be done·with the Banjars 
. who ar~ now in th~ t custody of the Lahore va.kil, in attendance at my office. 

I have, &c. 

Loodiana, ,5 M~y 1833. 
(signed) C. M. IVade, 

$ Political Agent. 

.... , , , 

T~ Gl R. Clerk, Esq. POlitical Agent at Anbala: 1 

Sir, '.... ,.-
I HAVE the honour to transmit for your information a copy of proceedings 

held by me in consequence of two petitions filed in my office on the 15th and 
" 22u ultimo, the one by Dhana Singh and Rat;nsahae, the other by Sidha Sookh 

and Golab Singh, inhabitants of Delhi, preferring a charge against some Bah
rupias or Banjaras of Akalpur, near Falor, across the Sathladj, of having kid
napped .two girls and one boy, belonging ,either to the plaintiffs or their families 
at DelhI. ., I 

2. Immediately on receipt of these petitions,. I communicated with Maha. 
rajah Runjit Sin.,.gh's vakil -on the subject. He has apprehended and confined 
the ~ersons wh?m the .plaintiffs have chargeu with having stolen their children, ; 
,~nd IS ~ngagedm,finding some trace' ohhem. but it seems, on inquiry,tbatthe 
.ImmedIate agen. concerned in, the kidnapping of these and ot'her'in~n'ts who 
. bay; latel! been miss~g from, Deihi are subject» of our government '004 tliat of 

Patiala,.,,:z. Mo*r Smgh and Esfu Singh,.Banjars of Khenourl, 16 :Ltos N. W. 
: 'of De~, In t~e Sonep~i' dis?ict, and Moh~r' Singh, J owahar Singh, Vel Singh 
alld. Kxrpal ~hnghl 13anJaras of Badlet in the Koram district. ~ .. - . 

'" " " 1 . , 3. As 
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3.' As it is desirable that e;ery practicable means should be adopted of arrest
ing the further course of these inhuman practices, I beg leave to solicit your 
co-operation, and to suggest the expediency of causing .the Banjaras, who are 
subjects 'of fatiala, to be seized and kept in safe custody pending a reference 
to the agent to the povernor-general at Delhi, as those in the Delhi territory 
are subject to hiA authority ~ and it seems essential to the ends of justice that 
all the parties should appear' at one and the same office. So as to admit of the 
case being fully in,vestigated and decided, the Maharajah's agent is willing to 
send the Banjaras, whom he has in confinement, either to Delhi or to your 
office, as Mr. Fraser may be pleased to direct. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) C. M. Wade, 

Loodiana, 15 May 1833. ' Political Agent. 

. . 
1 

To Captain Wade, Political Agent, Loodiana. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th May, 
and in reply, beg leave to transmit to you copy of a. letter addressed by me to 
the Governor-general's agent at Delhi, under date 15th instant, assuring you of 
my best endeavours to co-operate with you in the prevention of this execrable 
traffic. • 

'I have, &c. 
(signed) G. R. Clerk, 

Anbala Political Agent's OJlice, 
17 May 18"33. ... 

Political Agent. 

., 
• 

To fY. Fraser, Esq. dovernol'-general's Agent, Delht. 
Sir, 

1 HAVE the l honour to transmihenclosed a kharita to your address from the 
Rajah of Patiala, in reply {o your kharita to that chiefs address- received with 
your letter of the 1 st April. _ ' 

2. From a communication made to me by the Patiala authorities, it appears 
they have not succeeqed in tracing the twd children who had been lost in Delhi, 
and it was. alleged had been traced into the Patiala territory, whither it was 
supposed they had been carried by the Bunda Faroshes or Banjaras, but four 
other children had been recovered in Patialah from Banjaras, who state that 
they pUlchased them from Pursa and Jowahar Gujars of the village Khyoreh, in 
the Delhi tj:!rritory. .. .. . 

3. 1 have directed the four children to be forwarded to the Patiala vakil 
stationed at Delhi, for de:ti.very to the magistrate there, or as you m.ay order, and 
I have enjoined the Rajah to adopt snell measures as are best calculated to 
abolish the, trade in children. ...' 

I have, &c. 
(srgned) G. R. Clerk" 

Anbala Political Agent'!~ Office, 
15 May 1833 .. 

Political Agent. 

(A true copy.) . 
(signed) G. R. Clerk, 

Political Agent. 

'<II; .., " 
To W. Fraser, Esq. Agent to the Governol'-general, Delld. 

S· , , lr, ~ ,,-,f ~ j .. 

1 BEG leave tal state tha.t the plaintiffs who~e' case I reported to you on the 
15th ultimo: are desirous of knowing whether I have received any reply to my 
reference about them, as they are rustressed: for tM means of sqbsh,tence, il\ 
consequence of their long absence from Delhi, and an:KiouS' to return to their 

238• 11 :', L'!t ' nomes; 
.'"1 
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homes; may I trouble you therefore for the expression of your senti~ents on 
that subject t ( 

I have, &c.. , 
(signed) C .. M. IVwle, .' 

Loodiana, 27 June 1833.. ,- < < < Political Agent. , ... 
No reply received from the Governor-general's agent ~o these references .. 

if_ 
(True copies.) , J;: 

(signed) C. M. TP"ade. 
Political Agent. 

I -No. 5.- .. 

ORDERED, that the officiating agent at Delhi be informed of the remark made 
,by the Governor-general~ and that he be requested ta -report o~ the subject. 

(True extract.) 
R~ H. Scott~ 

Officiating Secretary to the Government Qf Agra. 
-\ 

EXTRACT AGRA JUDICIAL NARRATIVE (N. W. P.) dated 16 bctober, 
(No. 16) 1837. 

ProceedIngs, July Para.. 68. THE proceedings noted in the margin relate to certain female children 
1837, Nos. 'J07 discovered in a state of slavery by the joint magistrate of Kasheepore. The judge 
asd 20~, August of Moradabad having applied for instructions to the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. 
~afe7~fC~lf;~n at-that court made a referen({e on the subject, and suggested the expediency of 
Kasheepore. making some provision to meet cases of the nature in question; it appeared, 

however, to the Lieutenant-governor, that die provisions oC Regulation III. 
of 1832, entirely met the case, as stated by the joint magistrate, the importation 
of slaves from Almorah (which has been a Bri,tish province since the enactment 
of Regulation X. of 1811) being illegal and criminal. : 

_ No. 207. 

, 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Lieutenant-govrrnor of the N. W. 
Provinces, in the Criminal Branch of the Judicial Departl:I\ent, dated 
31 July 1837. 

(No. 636.) \. 

From H. B. Harmgton, Esq. Registrar, Nizamut Adawlut~ to, J. 'lJwmfilson, 
Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Honourable the Lieutenant-governor,. in 
the Judicial Department, A.gra, dat~d 14 June 1837." 

Sir, "'" 
N. A. N. W. P. I AM: directed by the court to request that you WIll submit for the considera
~ese:\: A~' ~'l tion and orders of the Honoura.ble the Lieutenant-governor thellccompanying 
VI~:D w. ia.:nbert.. copies of a letter and its enclosure from the sessions judge of Moradabad, under 
and W. F. DIck, date the 20th ultimo. . '. 
Etqrs. Judges. .2. The cou~ un~erstand that the whole question connected with .slave~ in 

this country, mc1udmg that of the sale and purchase of children WIth a VIew 
t? make them slaves, or for other purposes, is at present under the considera
tIon of th~ ~dian Law Commissioners, and will no' doubt be pro'Vided for in 
the new Cnmmal Code; they observe, howe'\Ter that the existinO" regulations con-' 
tain no speci:fi~rule for the guidance of the criminal authoriti~s in cases of the 
nature ?f thos~ n?w brought to their notice by the sessions judge of Moradabad, 
and whIch, there IS reason to believe, are of very common occurrence, and they 
woul.d.there~ore sugg~st for his Honour's consideration the expediency of some 
prOVISIon bemg speedily made with a view to meet such cases. • 

, ), If .. 

• I ha'\Te, &c. . . 
,,(signed} H. B: Harinston, Registrar. i< 

Allahabad, 14 June 1837. 
< 
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(No. 44.) 

Fl'OmB. Ta)Jler, Esq. Sessions Judge, Zillah MoraQjtbad, to H. B. Harington, 
Esq. Registrar to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut., N. W. P., AUakabad, dated 
20 June 1837. 

Slr, . 
I HAVE the honouT to submit copy of a letter received from the officiating 

joint magistrate at KasheepOO1', and request that you will obtain for me the 
opinion of the court on the propriety of disposing of the children in the mode 
adopted by that officer; an. appeal has been preferred to my court from the 
order passed by the officiating jQint magistrate j and as 'no defenc~ was allowed 
the woman who had purchased the children, the cases have been returned, 
with orders to make It more fWl inquiry. Should the fact be established, there 
can be no doubt that the children should be taken from the women, and I am 
not aware if there be any better mode of providing far the childreu: than 
permitting the magistrate to make them over to r~spectabl;e fa.milies, under 
engagements to support them. 

In Macnaghten's Book, Mohummudan Law, the sale of children is declared 
illegal. I would further request the opiniQn of the court regarding the crimi
nality of this offence, and whether the purchasers may not be .considered ~ilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

Mr. Fagan has punished two women under Regulation III. of 1832. ThIs 
regulation is totally inapplicable to the sale of children not imported', and his 
sentence must be reversed. I' ~nsiderlJ how.evero that they may be punished for 
a misdemeanor. ',' 

I have, &c. 
I Zillah Moradabad, (sig~ed) B. Tayler, 

Sessionl! Judges' Office, 20 June 1837. Sessions Judge. 

From C. Fagan, Esq. Officiating Joint Magistrate of Kasheepore, to B. Tayler~ 
Esq. Sessions Judge, M-oradabad, dated 24 May 1837. 

si:r'~ 
1 RA. VE the honour to forwltl'd by this day's daIt the proceedings called for in 

your roobknree of the 19th instant. , 
In the course of last month, two degraded W<ml.en ()f this town, whose pro

fessions and means flf livelihood decency forbids me to menti,on, were convicted 
of buying a young girl as a ISlav~' and sentenced to pnnishment according to 
the provisions of Regulation III. of 1832. 

The particulars of that case convinced me that this abominable practice of 
selling and buying slaves prevailed t6 a great extent in this town, and the in
formation which I subsequently collected confirmed my suspicions. 

To bring this matter to the proof, I issu(;ld a search-w~ant, and executed it 
myself. The result was. that I discovered secreted in the houses of the 
abandoned women 17 female children ~ of these in OJile closet at one I fOQnd fomr 
shut IUnder lock and key. • . 

The ages of the generality of these children consisted or fro~ eight to ten 
years. There were two or three of a still more tender age. 

Their depositions were taken in due form, and after they ha.p. recovered from 
their momentary alarm, they delivered them. with the greatest clearness and 
freedom. In fact so perfectly free were they from aU restraint, that it became 
necessary to check their extraordinary cbeerfu'lness. 

They stated, in the frankest manner, .their original nameS, their place of 
residence in .the hills of Kamaon, the various names and castes of their patents; 
that the latter had .sold them to the rile .set of women above alluded to into
slavery, .and slavery of the worst kind, that of prostitution; many of th~m. 
me~tioned the exact sums for which they had been bought and sold., and bore 
testimony to the existence of papers authenticating the transaction between, 
the parties. ' 

As therefore these childrin had been so cruelly abandoned by their,p~ents, 
, 238. L 2 and 
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ORDERED, that the following letter be addresseq to the registrar of.the Niza. 
mut Adawlut. 

'(No. 189.) 

From J. Tkoma3on, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the H~nourable the Lieutenant.
governor, N. W. P., to H. B. Harington'r ~sq. RegistrarJ NlZamut Adawlut, 
Allahabad, dated 31 July 1837. 

\ 
Sir ' . < 

I AM ~directed by the Honourable the Lieutenant-governor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter (No. 636) of the 14th June, submitting correspondence 
from the sessions judge of Moradabad, regarding the sale of children who were 
discovered in the jurisdiction of the joint magistrate of Kasheepore. ' 

2. With reference to the cases mentioned in para. 3 of the joint magistrate's 
letter, dated 24th May, and .possibly with reference to the very case' in which 
an appeal was preferred to the sessions judge, I am. directed to observe that, as 
the circumstances are stated by the of!iciating joint magistrate, the provisions 
of Regulation III. '1882 'Would seem entirely to meet the case. Almorah has 
certainly been const:. ")ed a British province since the -enactment of Regulation 
X. 18B, and therefore the importation of 'slaves from it is illegal and criminal. 
The court are requested to> point this out to 'the sessions judge' of Moradabad, 
who does not appear to have sufficiently adverted to this fa,.ct. 

Agra, 31 July 1837. 

'I am,>&c. 
(signed) J. ThomaSon, 

Officiating Secretary • .: 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Lieutenant-governor of the North 
Western Provinces, in the Cpiminal Branch of the Judicial Department, dated 
29 August 1837: 

(No. 776.) 
, I 

~ ~ I • p t I 

From If· !3. Hari'flgton, Esq. Registrar, Nizamut Adawlut, to J. Thomason, Esq. 
OffiCIating Secretary to the Honourable the Lieutenant-governor ' North 
Western Provinces, Agra, dated 11 August 1837., ' ,. l 

Sir, , 
, I AM directed ~y the c~urt to acknowledge the i-eceipt of your letter (No. 189,) 
und~r da~e the 31st ultImo, on the subject of the correspondence' with the 
seSfoIons Judge of Moradabad, which accOlD.pnnied :my letter to your address 
of the 14th idem. . 
"r 2. In reply, I am directed to request that you will submit 'for'the info~atiol1' 
0, ~he Honourable the L'ieutellant-goVerIlOr; the annexed ~ copy of the orde~ 

, " . issued 
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issued by the court to the sessions judge of Moradabad, on the date above-men· 
tioned, which was omitted to be forwarded with my letter to you of that date. 
From the copy of the Court's letter to the Commissioner ofthe then 7th division, 
which was communicated to Mr. Tayler for his information and guidance,. it will 
be observed that a ,sillillar reference having been made by that officer, it was 
pointed out to him that it must depend upon the particular circumstances-of 
each case, whether it 'came within the provisions of Regulation III. of 1832; 
but' that in disposing ,of such cases it should be 'taken into cO{lSideration, 
whether the persons concerned had been guilty of a misdemeanor so as to bring 
them within the provisions of any other enactment than that above mentioned, 
and Mr. Tayler was desired, therefore, in deciding the cases which gave rise to 
his reference, to pass such orders in each as, with advertence to the instruc .. 
tions laid down in the Court's letter to the Commissioner of, the 7th division, 
and the regulations bearing on the point, he might consider just and proper, 
and conformable to, law, leaving any party dissatisfied with his decision to 
.appeal from it in the usual course. 

I have., &c. 

Allahabad, 11 August 1837. 
(signed) 'R. B. Harington, 

Registrar. 

J' ; j t 

(No. 635.) 

From H. B. Harington, Esq. Registrar, Nizamut Adawlut, to B. Tayler, Esq, 
. Sessions ~udge of Moradabaa, dated 14 July 1837. 

Sir, 

No. S. 
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1 A.M directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No. 64), under date N. A. N. W. P. 
the 20th ultimo, with its enclosures. from the officiating joint magistrate of Plesent :-M. H. 
Kasheepore, requesting the opinion of t)J.e Court as to the proPfr course of ~ulnblllW\J· 
proceeding to be'observed by you in the cases thereiJl referred to,. be~;l:~d W ~m. 

2. In reply, I ,am directed to transmit, for your infol"lllation and guidance, the Dick, Esqrs: • 
accompanying copy 'Of a letter, addressed by order of the. Court, under date Judges. 
the 16th May, 1834, tq the Commissioner of the then 7th division, on a simila~ 
reference from that officet, and to request that,. with advertence to the instr:uc~. 
tions therein contained, you will exercise your own judgment in disposing of 
the cases which form the subject of your letter, and proceed, to' pass such order~ 
thereon as you may consider just and prpper, ~o:t;lformable to the regulationS:. 
bearing on the points in question, leaving any party who may,be dissatisfied 
with your decision to appeal from it in the usual COlij:"se. 

I have, &0. 
(signed) H. B. Harington, 

.}Jlahabad, 14.July.1837. Registrar. 

(No. 83.) 

"From W. Jackson; Esq. Registrar, to R. T,lgkman:j Esq. Commissioner of the 
7th Division, dated 16 May 1834. • 

Sir, 
1 A.M directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 8th N A. W. P. 

instant, enclosing copy of a-letter from the magistrate of Banda, and the pro- Present·-C. T. 
eeedings in certain cases referred to by him. . ~ealYb ~. ;:. 

2. The Court observe that the decision of the point referred, 'tiz~ whetller E'::r ~;d i.. J. 
the cases in question came within the provisions of Regulation III. 1832, or COIVI~' Esqrs. 

< not? depends entirely on the circumstances elucidated in each, trial. and they Judges. 
are therefore 9f opinion that it will be better for the magistrate to pass such 
·order as m~y appear to him just and proper, leaving any person who may think 
himself aggrieved thereby to prefer his appeal in the usual course. '., 
,~3. In disposing of the cases, the tnagistrate will, of course, ,take into con-

.sideration whether the persons aqcused have been guilty of a: misdemeanor, so 
~38. ' , 'L 3 .. 'as 
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as to bring them within "the lpllovisions of .any other criminal regulation, as 
well as of Regulation III. 1832. 

4. With :regard to the disposal of the childreJl in the -event "f thm being 
talre:m. from the persons in "Whose ;possession they 'Were found, I am directed te 
refer you to ,the provisions of S6CtiOU 4, Regulation.x.. 1811. 

5. The Court cannot sanctio::m. the:rule which you have preferred, in con* 
eUlTence with the magistrate, for iJ."equiring the voluntary transfer of -childrelJi 
by ,their parents to be ,registered :attbe,nearest thannah. Should the magistrate 
consider such a l'Ule lllecessary, you will xequest biro to snbmit a .regulation to 
this effect in the usnal form, in which he .can, if he .thinks proper, include 
provisions .for xemedying the defects in the present state of :the law on this. 
subject. 

6. The proceedings which ,accompanied your ,letter.are herewith ?eturned. 

1 nave, &c. 

Allahabad, 16 May J834. 
"(signed) Welby JacX·son, 

(True copies.) 

(signed) 
I • 

The foregoing lette~ requires no order . 

Registrar. 

B.A Harington, 
Registrar. 

. EXTRACT JUDICIAL ,DESPATCH to Bengal, dated 2 MaY,(No. 5) 1888. 
I 

Para. 13. W f observe with satisfaction the measures which nave gradually been 
taken for abolishing the practice of debtor slavery, which had been prevalent 
in the Tenna~serim provinces. Under that practice a person, on failure in 
pecuniary engagements, became the debtor-slave of another: The first steps. 
towards the cQn'ection of so vicious a ,system, were to p~ovide for a registra
tion of aU snoh slaves, and 'for a progressive liquidation of the debt, 80 that.: 
finally, the terJ#'l~of,slavery might be worKed out: Mr. 'Blundell conceived that 
the time bad ailhved when, from a fixed date, VIZ. 1st July 1835, the courts of 
justice ,might be authorized to refuse the recognition of any new instance of 
debtor slavery;, we highly approve 'of the caution ana Judgment with which 
this gre/tt ref9nn in the usages and manners of the peoPle has been carried int~ 
effect, and we place entire reliance on the prudent and moderate course of 
proceeding :which Mr. Blundell proposed .to adopt against the vice of gambling. 
to wliich, in common with the'Malays, they are almost universally so much 
ad~~~ . 

EXTl\A'CT JUDICIAL DESPATCH to India, dated 24 June (No.9) 1846. 

Agra Judicial Narrative, dated 29 May, Para. 67_ W.E .approve of those instructions by which it 
No. Z' 1837, .(56,57) InstructlOD& to was provided that a father lost all right of control over his 
the Commissioner of the Saugor DlVl-. • 
8JOD relative to Ihe disposalllf sulta for daughter by havmg sold her, but that the purchaser acqUIred 
the ~eeoV{lry of slaves. no such right, the daughter being free to return to her father 

/-/; or .not, as IShe herself might prefru:. . 
// . 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE LETTER from India, dated 21 October (No. 24) 1839. 

~ta~~;' !:; il!s~ WE have referred, for the ~nsideration of the C~mm.issioners. in connexion 
Leg. Cons. m. WIth the general subject of slavery in India, copies.of the accompanying papers 
1 AprIl 1839, respecting slavery .in Assam. ' 
No.2 to 4. • 

f..e~. Cons. 
~l June 1840; 
No. 11 to 14, not 
received 

EXTRA.CT LEGISLATIVE LETTER from India, dated i6November(No.19} 1840. 

Para 33. WE also transmitte<I to the Law Commission the papel's noted on the 
margin, being extracts of our proceedings in .the Secret and Political Depart-
me~ts, on the subject of slavery in Assam. . . 
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ExTRACT from the PB.OCRJ:DIN'.G8. of the Honourable the President of the 
- Collncil of India ,in Council,. in' the Legislative Department, dated the 

1st April 1839_ 

(No. 516.) 

From F • .l_ Hallido!J<y Esq. Secre~ tOl the Government: of Bengal, to- P. jilL. 
lett, Esq. Officiating Secretary to: the! Government of India, Judicial Depart., 
ment, dated 19 March 1839. 

Sir, 

NO·3· 
BENGAL 

No ••• 

ON the 28th February 1834, the Commissioner in Assam, Mr. T; C: Rooertson, Judicial Depart
submitted to Gavernment a pr,opo.sed. H Rule regarding the esale of slaves in ment. 

satisfaction of Decree.s of Court," to the effect that slaves the property of an 
insolvent defendant"should.b.eappr.aised, and a,sum. equivalent to their' estimated 
value paid to the plaintiff, by Government, in satisfaction of his decree1 the 
Government to be indemnified! for the sum thus disbursed by the labours of 
the slave, either in public works or in hire to individuals at certain rates; 
the sum rewed in this. manner" after deducting eost of subsistence, was to lie 
carried to the credit of each slave, who was to be held' entitled to emandpation" 
upon the principal of. the sum originally paid by, Govermnent being made good. 

2d. In reply to this suggestion, the Government, on the 25th August 1834, 
remarked as follows, "The subject of the- state of slavery and bondsmen will be 
taken into consideratio)l.. hereafter; in the meantime, the Vice-president in 
Council desires that the courts will,abstain from selling slaves in satisfaction of 
decrees 01: for any; other object." 

3d. Here the matter rested until the discussion of the "Rules of Practice 
for the Administration of Justice in Assam," which were promulgated on the 
6th December 18.36. 

4th. In submitting on the 29th July 1836 a draft of these rules, the Court of 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut proposed' a rule (No. 10 of the draft) on the subject, 
on which. in his reply of the 25th {}ctober' following; Lord Auckland remarked 
as fonows:-

,II> His Lordship is not prepared to pass this section. The subject is one of SectIOn 10, Siamy 

great and general importance, and must be taken up as a Sect. 10. "From the qate on whICh these rule! 
whole, by the Supreme Government; bu.t he considers it to of practice shall come into operatIon m Assam, 
~e within his competence to declare that all sales of per- all courts of JustlCll shall hold all sales of persons 

as 1;laves, to be I1legallUld VOid, and no SUit to 
sons as slaves, shall be illegal and void from the date on reclauD the servJJ:'es as a bOlldsman or woman of 
which these rules of practice shall come into operation in the person so sold, shall be recelVed many 
Assam, the section therefore will stand as on the margin. court, aD the plamt of any party" 

5th. The Sndder Court, in their answer to the 
letter last quoted, viz. on the ] 1 th November 
1836. recommended that the course proposed 
by Mr. Robertson (one of the judges) in a 
minute recorded by him on the occasion, should 
be adopted, viz., that the local officers should be 
consulted befor~ a. rule for the virtual a.bolition 
of slavery was passed, but. if this. were considered 
objectionable, the Court proposed that the rule 
should be altered to the terms laid down in 

Sect'. g ... From aud after the date on whIch tbese rules 
of practIce shall be promulgated ill Assam, all sales ot 
persons as slaves shall be deemed i1legdl and VOId, and no 
SUit to reclaim the services of II. slilve. or bondsman, or 
bondawoman, l!O sold after the-.date above 'pecIiipd, shan 
be recel.Ved or entertamed in any court, on the platnt of 
any person. PrOVided; however, that thIS prohibitIOn 
shall not be construed to extend to any sale or hond that 
may l:ave been regularly \!XfCllted accordlllg t() the law of 
the provincil. at CIItabhshed usage~ preVIOusly to the pro
mulgal10n of UiBse rules. AlJd lhebeveral courtsofJust.ce 
are empowered and directed to entertam such SUits as 
heretofore, and III decldmg the lame the courts are to be 

the 3d paragraph of their letter giving it a pra- governed by the Jaw and usage lmder which the Bald sales 
spective effect only. and bonds were prepared and executed .. 

6th. In this proposition the Governor, on the 22d November 1836, acquie"lced, 
and directed that the rules should be printed with the slavery section, in the 
terms suggested by the- Court, unless they should still be of opinion that it 
was proper to consult the local authorities upon the revision of the rule. 

7th. On the 2d December 1836 the Court replied by advising that the local 
authoritiel! should be consulted; they were even doubtful whether, under the
Act of Parliament, it would not be necessary to refer first to the home autho
rities . 
. ' 8th. Accordingly, 'on the 6th December 1836, Lord Auckland directed the 
Court to consult the local authorities, and in the mean~hile his Lordship 

238. L 4 caused 
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NO.3. caused the" Rules ,. to be printed and promulgated, omitting the slavery .section 
BE~GAL. altogether.'. h th . 

9th. Nothing more was done until the 13th February 1838, w en e subject 
coming incidentally under the notice of the late deputy governor, the Court of 

, " Sudder Dewanny Adawlut were called upon to expedite the transmission: of the 
report of the 10CM officers' opinion on the slavery rule. 

, 10th. This report has now been submitted, and but for. an oversight. which I 

'
I am now instructed to remedy, would have been, at an earlier date submitted for

the consideration of the Supreme Government. 

-L. P. civil Cons.1l5 August 1834, No. 13 to 35· 
.. ,,' Proceedgs. 22 Nov. 1836, •• us & 13. 
,~ 'II .. 6 DeCl. 1836, " 4 & 6· 
" ." ,. 25 Apru1837. " 7 & 8~ 
" ,. " 6 July 1837. .. 1 & 2. 
" to " 17 Oct. 1837, " SIS .. 29· 

r 

Oifg. Regr. Sudr. Dewy. Adt., dated 3 Nov. 1837. 
Assjtm Commissioner - • .." 8 Dec. 1837. 
Letter to Regr. Sudr. Dewy Adt. - .. 13 Feb. l8aS. 
Le~ter from ditto - ditto '- .. p. 16 Mar. 1838 • 

..; Assam Commissioner - - -" 6 Apr. 1838. 
~ Oftg. Regl'. Sullr. Dewy. Adt. -" 2l) Dec. 1837. 

I i5 ) To dltto Offig. Secy. Mlly. Dept. - " 13 Feb. 1838• 

11th. 'I have now the hono!lr to forward, in #' 

original, the papers noted in the margin,

which include the report above alluded to~ 

and the tules for the gradual abolition of sla

very in Assam, proposed by Mt. Commissioner-
~ From ditto aDd ditto - ditto -" 14 Apnl and 
:5 7 May 1838• 

To the Rfgr. Sl.ldr. Dewy. and Ni
,. ~ Apr. 18aR. Jenkins. 
" 27 July 1838. 

zamut Adt. 
Regr. Sudr. DewJ1. Adt. - -
Abstract by Mr. G. C. Plowden " 4- NOV.18SS. 1 have, &c. 

No a.. 

NO.4. 

, 
Ll'g'$lative 
Department. 

Fort William, 19 March 1839. 
(signed) F. J. Halliday, 

SecY to the Govt of Bengal. 

MINUTE by the Honourable T. C. Robertson, Esq. dated 29 March 1839. 

As my own plan for the gradual extinction of slavery in Assam is already on , 
record, and will be found among these papers, sec. 10., of the rules for the admi
nistration of civil justice, as they were first sent up to Government,. I forbear 
from recording anything further on the subject until I hear the merits of the 
whole qUf'stio~ discussed in Council. 

I beg to draw attention'to a letter bearing the signature of the late Mr. Scott" 
but not sent in, having been found after his death among his papers. It will be 
seen that he reckons a sum of 30 or 40 lacks to be necessary for the redemp
tion of all the slaves in Lower Assam and Sylhet; and it is only by some such 
payment that the immediate extinction of slavery can be effected without 
discredit to Government. 

I agree with Captain Jenkins in thinking that the law in its existing state 
will gradually, though slowly, effect the same end. . 

29 March 1839. 
(signed) , To C. Robertson. 

------------
(No. 112.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to
J. C. C. 'Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated 
1 April 1839.· , 

Sir, . 
I AM directed by the Honourable the President in COUlicil to forward to you,.. 

to be laid before the Indian Law Commissioners, and to be considered by them 
in connexion ",ith the general subject of slavery ip. India, the accompanying 
copy of a letter from the secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated 19th 
ultn,no, w~th its e;nclosures, in original, relative to slavery in Assam; a .copy of. 
a mmute recorded thereon by the Honourable Mr~ Robertson, dated 29th ult. 
is likewise herewith submitted. 
. 2. You will. b~ pleased to return the original papers herewith sent, when 
no longer requrred by the Com~ssioners. 

" r . I am, &c. 
Council Chamber) " (signed) J. P. Grant, 

1 April 1839. Officiating S~cY to the Govt of India~ 
I 
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~ No. 4.---, , 

1M AD' R A S. 
I 

t ; 

SLAVERY amongst the Portuguese Inhabitants of Anjengo;-Trial Q£ a Person 
,charged with stealing a Child from the Town of Pondicherry ;-Condition of 
the Chermurs, or Rustic Slaves,,in Malabar. 

. EXTRACT JUDICIA!. LBTTER from Fort St. George, dated 11 October (No. 11) 
1837. 

, . 
Para: 30. THE Resident in Travancore and Cochin having recommended to 

us that the system of slavery lately disQovered to exist among the Portuguese 
inhabitants of Anjengo should be prohibited, and the whole of the present 
slaves emancipated, their owners being reimbursed the amonnt they originally 
paid for them, we transmitted a copy of his communica,tion, with certain letters 
from the court of Foujdaree Adawlut on the subject of slavery In general, to the 
Government of India, with a request that the same might pe referred for thc 
consideration of the Law Commission'1rs. 

EXTRACT LEGJ~LATIVE LETTER from India, dated 7 February (No.4) 1838. 

Para. 78. IN connexion with the subject noticed in para. 32 of our despatch 
(N9.4) 29th February of1836, we forwarded to the Law Commissioners, for 
their consideration, copies of a communication from the government' of Fort St. 
George, and of its accompanying papers, relative to the system t>f slavery exist
ing among the Portuguese inhabitants of Anjengo; within the .limits o( the 
Bntisfr territories, and to 'Slavery in general, as it prevaIls in the several pro
vinces subject to that presidency. 

EXTRACT JUDICIAL DESP.A.TCH to Fort St. George, dated 27 January (No.4) 
1841. 

Para. 67. 'WE approve of your having transmitted the papers to the Govern
ment of India, with whom. we are in communication 'on the subject oC slavery. 
But you will, nevertheless, take care to prevent, or put a stop to, any improper 
practices which may prevail among the people under your government. 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Right ho~. the Governor-general of 
India in Co~ncil, in the Legislative Department, under date 17 July 1837. 

(No: 520.) 

NO·4 • 
:MADRAS. 

Slavery at An' 
Jellgo. 

Slavery at An
jengo. 
Leg. Cons. 
17 July 1837, 
Nos. I to 4. 

Letter from. dated 
11 Oct. (No. II) 
1837. 
(30') Slavery~ 

From H. Cltamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, No. I. 
to the Secretary to the Government of Indza; ,dated 6 June 1837. _ 

Sir, " , 
I AM directed by the Right hon. the Governor'In Council to transmit to you, JudiCial Devart .. 

for ,the consideration and orders of the Right hon. the Governor-general of India ment. 

in Council, the accompanying cqpy of a lettj'l.l from the resident in 1'ravancore ... May 1837 • 
. and Cochin, relative to the system of slavery lately discovered to exist among the ' • ~. 

Portuguese inhabitants of Anjengo, within the limits of the British territories. 
!2S8." .. I • 1\1 '.' As 



NO·4· 
MADRAS 

82 CORRESPONDENCE ON, THE SLA VB TRADE; 

As the draft Act for prohibiting the importatlon of slaves by land, transmitted 
wIth my letter of the 17th November 1835, has been referred for the considera
tion of the Law Commissioners, whose attention, in the course of their labours, 
must necessarily have been drawn to the fSubject generally., it would seem ad
visable also to refer to them, the papers now forwarded; and with the view of 
placing those gentlemen in possession of every information on this important 

From the Suddet Adawlut 10 May 1833}ReQuested to ~ubject, I am. further' directed to transmit the 
From the Board of Revem:e, 13 Dec. J 8)9 be returned. accompanying letterl:l and their enclosures,; re. 
From - ditto - - ~ 24 Oet. 1836. ceived at different periods from the Court of 
!lmutes of Consultation tbereon, 15 Nov. 1,836• Sudder Adawlut and the' Board of Revenue.' 

relative to the subject of slavery generally, as it exists in the various provinces 
SUbject to the Presidency of Fort of St. George. 

, 
: No.2. 

liincloruire. 

I~ 

I have, &c. 

Fort St. George, 6 June 1837. 
(signed) H. Chamier, 

Chief Secretary. 

(No. 31.) , 
\ 

J::rOn;l J. S. Fraser, Colonel, Resident of Travancore and Cochin. to the Chief 
Se-<:retary to Government, Fort St. f!eorge; dated 4 May 1837. 

Sir, 
!he Supenntendent of Police at 

/ An]engo to the Resldel1~, ddted 

j ,28tb April 1837. 

Para. 1. I REQUEST you will be SQ good as to submit to Govern· 
ment the correspondence noted in the margin, and to a$:quaint me 
whether it will not be considered righ4 since the territory of Anjengo 
belongs to the honourable Company, that the system ofslavery which 
appears to have immemorially prevailed there, should be now dis· 

The ReSident to the Supenn. 
( tenoeut of Police, dated 29th 

Apnlll!37 
The SUllermtendent of Pollee to 
the Itesldent, dated Ht May 
1837. 

continued, and positively prohibited in future. , 
2. In this ease it may be proper also, that the whole 01 the present 

slaves should be emancipated, reimbursing their owners for the 
amount they originally paid for them. 

Res~~ent's. Office, Travandrum, 
4 May 1837. 

(No.3.) 

(signed) J. S. Frase'f, 
Resident. 

From TJlOrnas A. Phzlipsz, Esq. Superintendent of Police at Anjengo, to 
,J. S. Frase,', Colonel, Resident of Travant;ore and Cockin Trivandrum; dated 
28 Apl1i1 18&7. 

Sir, 

I BEG leave to bring to your notice, that a practice, infringing the laws, appears 
to be in ~xi8tence amongst the inhabitants of Anjengo, of buying human beings 
and makmg them their slaves; and this kind of purchase. I findt is effected from 
the utmost poverty of the lowt'st class of' individuals, who readily offer to sell 
their offsprings for the sake of mOlley. ' 

The inhabitants troot their slaves inhumanly, and consider themselves to have 
a control oye; them, and over their issue, even while they do not give them the 
means of hvm~. and while such slaves maintain themselves without dependinO' 

h . ~h '0 
upo~ t eIr pure ase~s. It is my intention, therefore, to issue a proclamation, 
forblddrl'lg all the Irregularities above described, provided it would meet with 
your approval. ' ' 

~ Anjengo Police Office," 
28 April ~837. 

I have. &c. 

(signed) Thomas A. Philip6Z, 
Superintendent of Police. 
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(No. 715.) 

Frohl J. S. Fraser3 Colonel, Resident, Travandru1n, to Superintendent of Police 
at Anjengo; dated 29 April 1837 • 

Sir, ' 

Para. 1. IN reply to your letter No.3, under date the 28th instant, I request 
that you will, with th~ least practicable delay, give me further information in 
regard to the subject on which you have addressed me, and, with this view, I 
transmit a form, which, you will be so good as to fill up. 

2. As it is of great importance, and that the case involves, as you yourself 
observe, an infrmgement. of the ll.l.ws, you are directed to state why you have 
not earber reported it to me, or whether you ever dId so to any former relndent. 

Resident's Office, Trivandrum. 
, 29 April 1837. 

(NO.6., 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) J. S. Fraser, 
Resident. 

From Thomas A. Pltilipsz, Superintendent of Police, Anjengo, to Colonel 
J. S. Fraser, Resident of Travancore and Cochin, Tnvandrum, dated 1 May 
1837 .• 

Sir, _ 

AGREEABLVt6 the first para. ofyoUl' letter, No. 715, of the 29th ultImo, I beg 
leave to roIJVard herewith a List of the slaves at Anjengo. 

-
With reference to the second paragraph of your abovesaid letter, I beg leave to 

No 4. 
MADRAS. 

state that, with exception of the reports I have made to you and Mr. CassamaJor, 
through my letters of the 13th September 1835 and 31st March 1836, I had no 
other subject to make.a report about the purchase of slaves, as it appears that Sic on'" 
the inhabitants of Anjengo have kept the matter rather secret, and it is only now t> 

that I bave come to understand of the case, by the few complaints received from 
certam slaves, as to the bad treatment they have suffered from their purchasers. 

Anjengo Police Office, 
'1 May 1837. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas A. Philpaz, 

(True copies.) 

(signed) 

(True copies.) 

Superintendent of Police. 
1 

J. S -Fraser, Resident. 

(signed) H. Ckamler, Chief SeCl'etary. 
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LIST of the SLA VEa belonglllg to • '. " ~ 

NAMES of PERSONS 
who have Purchased or Ibll possess 

Slaves. 

Of what Descnpllon. 
whether 

Pprluguese, Country born, 
, or HIDdoos ' 

Names 
of eaeh IndIVidual' 

SlaYe:, • 

Whether 

Male . 
of Female. .. 

Age. , CasfAl. 

and In the latter'Case, of what 
particular Caste. _____________ ~ ___ .--~--------11----~--------~~----1---------~,----1j---~--~-----·1--~----~-.------1 

Mr FrancIs Rodnglles • 

• I - ,1. 
DItto' • . ' • 
Ditto - • - • - -
DIttO .... ' ... .. - • • 
Mr. Domingo Rodngues, deceased, alld now 

po ... ,ess~d by hiS nephew. Mr. Noe. 

:MI'S, 1\1 ~gdelina Fernande., deceased, and riow, 
posses~ed b) her $on, Mr.:F. Anthony Fer-' 
nandes. 

Padre Salvador ltemedlos, deceased, and boW 
posses.ed by IllS Fouslo,lIIr. F. ADthony Fer-
nandes I 

Diogo FranCISCo Fernandes • 
'I:lagaum HooDlID,e Miranda • 
Mr. Philip Wesp • • • 

Nallve portuguese • 

• • Ditto' • • 
• • DItto" • • 

• Ditto - • • 
• - Tbe former, ditto; and 
the latter, french extrac· 
Ilou. 
Native portuguese .' • 

• .... Ditto • 

Thorrayeu • 
- ditto· • 
Country born' • 

FrancIsco • 

Silvestrab -
Restah' • 
George • 
Sba varecah • 

VomlDga ,. 

Mathawadeah 

Shavareah -
Pedro·' • 
Basteeanab •• 

lIlr. l\Itguel F~rnandes, deceased, lind now 
posse.sed by 11115 relahon, Padre Lawrense 

Both uab.ve Portuguese • Mar(lthno • 0 

, , 
t>ha. I,"pef. I ' 

DItto. - (. • ~ • • • ••• 1>lttO' • - Martha 

DItto. 

p.tto. 
p.tto • 

Franc.sco Shavler Fernandes • 

Mr. Salvador Drandenbourg. • 
Anthony MJranda • .,'. 

FranCISco ShavlCf Lobo .. 
Messeear Salvador de Cruz • 

- • • Ditto 

• • Ditto • 
, .' DlttIJ • 

Parathan 

• Country born • 
• Thorraycar • 

• Parathat 

• • Ditto 

Sbavarlonootoo, deceased, and now possessed by 
hl$ relatives. 

• DI\to 

Mariano Cruz • • • Thorraycar 
Saganym Maracan, deceased, and noW' pos

sessed by DIS family. 
• DItto }. 

Plcllay Cavoquen, deceased, and now pos~essed 
by hiS BOD 

Andray, deceased, and now possessed by hIS 
daugbter. , 

Ditto· • • • -

• DItto 

• Ditto 

• Ditto 
.T oseph, CaenDlDg • • • • Parathat 

~achoo Sbal'areeah • - Thorraycar 

Mr J. Z. Lope.. • 
S. TamacarreD Fernandes 

• r,;ountry bom • 
• l'horraycar • 

1I7adavadean Davldo • • Ditto .. 

Roza -

Loulza 

ThomaSlah • 
Jacob - • 

Anna· 

Maria· 
Dommga 

EgnaClo 

• Therezla 

Thomasia 

Bastinah 
Martha 

Tam~arree • 

Marla. 

Allell[o • 
Tamacarree • 

Shavareeah • 

Shaveear 
ADna· 

• Salvador 

. ," 

IIIaie 

• Female 
• i DItto 
• lIiala 
• Female 

Ihtto 
Male 
Female 

Male· 

Female 

\ 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Male 

Female 

Ditto
DItto 

Vlttp 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

'Ditto 

1\Iale 
Female 

DItto 

Male 
~ Female 

• lIIale. 

'. 

' .. 

Yr •• 
14 
I 

60 
60 
J46 
60 

'10 

20 

8 
15 
10 

45 

60 

25 

SO 
21i 

12 

'I 
11 

35 

• 21 

40 

SS 
40 

60 

40' 

81 
II 

25 

16 
1/ 

'I 

Moscoovab c 

f 

}EIOOVUrs 

MOd\:oovah 

Ecloovatee 

Moocoovah 

• DItto. 
- D,tto. 
- Ditto. 

Tandan • 

• Chuliambol Patatea • 

, 
Eloovalle 

Cbunamboo Plretle • 

Cavarrachee • 
Chunamboo ParavuR 

" FJoovatee 

Shavellacor 
Moocoovah 

Pananchanahe • 

Chnnambo Patatee • 

Eloovatee 

Cavatachee 
Moocoovah 

- DItto • 

Evaloovatee 

Ecloovan 
Moocoovah 

EJoovatee 

Moocoovab 
- D,tto-

• nltto· 

'. 
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- the Inhabitants of .A'!Iengo. 

) 

\~ hen PUfIlbased 

1832 • 

About th~ year 1802 

Vnknown • • 

1822 • 

1836 - - • 
17 October 1881 • 
1832· ~ • 

Unlnowll 

- Duto 

About the year 1792 

About 1819 • · 
Unknown · · Abo,,! 1819 • · 
1 July 1831 • · 
1834- - · · 2lI July 1832 · 
1810 · · · 
1806 ,. · · 
1804 · · · 
17 ApnlI8H)' · 1800 · · · 
1785 - - · 
1801 · · · 
1805 - - -
"January 1836 · 
1 July 1832· · 
1834 · · · 
J833 - - · 
1831 · . · ~ 

\ 

From 

I' hom Purchased. 

For "bat 

Sum 

Purchased 

... 
Gul h",. 

In what descnptton 
, of 

Labour employed, 

1£ any Slaves purchased at AnJengo. 1 
or purchased elsewhere, and REMARKS 

hrougbllDto that 1'la«, have ever 
been sold, to Whom they of tb.e Supenntendent o( 

were sold, and to what Place have Pohce 
they been carned 

}'rom hIS father • 100 As a servant- - - - HIS father brought him at AnJengo • At 7 i to a rupee. 
from Pootenlope, near V ijlee, and 

- • From Cooboo 
Cooty Chanon 
• • From her late 
mother, Magdehna. 

- ~ From a, r.'rsOQ 
wbo eloped with ber 
from a far country. 
From her uncle -, 

'Ullkllown 

• DItto -

70 

From ber parents • 35 
Frqm hIS ditto " 45 
From her mother. , 40 

F¥om bls late motber Unknown. 

• • From Pedro An
tbony Kanaken. 

From her late mother 

· - Ditto. · 
· . DItto • · - - Dlttn - · 
From her mother · 
· - Ditto - -
Froll\ her parents • . 
- From a Illan called 
Nanako. 
From er late mother 

Fan ...... 
15 

100 

Unknown 

• Ditto -
• Ditto -
Gul Fa .... 

31 

UDkno'vn 

Fa"",.,. 
- - From a woman, 30 
called Antonia. 

From Andra Joze - 150 
From her parents ~ SO 

From herlate father 125 

From bedate mother U nkool'n 

From hiS late uncle 
From her mother ~ 

From former owner 

From hiS father -
From her dlttG -
From hIS wtto · 

-

- Ditto. 
30 

55 

40 
3.5 . 
40 

• • LI~e upo~ thel~ 
own labours. 
Ayah - - • 

_. A m1l1d of tile 
house. 

- - Ditto - -

- • Ditto· -
A servant boy • 
• •• A m1l1d of tbe 
house 
Laboqrer - • 

• • Lilies Wltb her 
husband. 

Cook-maid • 

- - A maid of the 
house 
Waterwomab. 
Serv~t - • 

- - A maid of the 
bouse. 
- - Ditto· 
• • Ditto. 

Cook-mild • 

Now begger. -

- DlUo • -
- • Lves by ber own 
labour. 
• - L,ves With ber 
husband. 
- - A maid of the 
bouse. 
Labourer - -
- - A mOld ot the 
bouse. 
.'. Thtto-

Servant • -
- - A maul of the 
bouse 
A servant -

BOld to Mr. Rodngues. 

• • Purchased at Vennlacodoo, In tbe 
SherrlDgIII DlSlnc! 
Purchased at Poothoocoonhy ditle. 

Purchased at V _onelloor. 

Dille at Pudp3nabapooram 

• 
Ditto at A.nJengo 
Ditto at ditto 
Ditto at Tooleor 

• 
• • Ditto at Cad1l1cavoor, In the Sber
rmghul DI"tnct. 

- - Mortgaged by the SOld Pedro 
Antbony Kanalen, the person who 
had bought her mother, a woman 
dragatoortee, ID Ibe Sherrelllgul DIS
tnct 
• - Purchased at Cullatoor, III the 
Tnv,androom DIStrict 
- - Purchased at Poolloomdoorltee, 
1D the ShernngIlI Dlslnct. 

Purchased at Pooloomdoorta In ditto 

Purchased ~ AnJengo 

At Caroomgollum 
• - Mortgaged by her parents at 
AnJengo • 
Purcbased at Ood.agherry 

_ - Given WIth the porhon of dowry 
by her late owner Panderlll> Pltes, of 
AnJengo. 
• _ ThiS woman was /irst bou!:.ht by 
AntomO' of Tuvandrum, who resold 
her at AOJengo 
Purchased at AnJengo· - -
_ • - Ditto 

~ 

Purchased at Att~rnguerray 

DItto at Conl>nadah. 
• - Mortgaged for the amounl by ber 
mother at ADJeDgo 
- - Bougbt at A.nJengo, /irst by Sal
vador, whose brother anerwards sold 
her to tbe .rod Cocboo Shavareeah 
Purcbased at AnJ:lngo 
- • • ditto. , 

- • DItto, but bls falher olDce paul 
Mada.adean DaVido th.4G fanams, 
and took the boy baek, and sold him 
for a few fanams mere to a Cataoar, 
who earned hun to COchln. 

(A true copy.) 

• - Th15 woman IS allowed 
monthly 3 fauams from the 
poor fuod at AnJengo. 
- • This woman IS allowed 
monthly 6 fanams from the 
poor fund. 

J. S. Fro"r, Resident. 

(0'\. true copy.) 

H. Cltam1ll', cluer Secretary. 
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(No. 1541.) 

ExtRACT' from the MINUTES of C>NStfLTA.TION, unqer date 10, Nov. 1~6. 

Read the following Letter (No. (88) from A. ~T. Onslow., :Esq.Secr~tary Revenue 
Board, to the Chief Secretary to Govern~ent; dated 24 Oct. 1836\ 

Sir, , .'. . " 
From the PnoClpal Col1ector, Para. 1. I AM directed by the Boo.rd or Revenue to request that 
'11th In Cons 28th July 1836• you will submit, for the orders' of' the GQvernor in Council, the cor-
To ditto, 12th Sept 1836, 0 6. respondence noted'in the roarrntL upon the subiect or emancipatina' 
From ditto, 20th Sept. 1"3 • o~ .I e> 
in Cons. 6th Oct. 1836. 'the slaves on the Government lands in the district of Malabar. " 

2. The lands in question are those which esch~at'ed to Governm~nt, and are 
Para 1356 of Mr. treated of in Mr. Grreme's Report, noted in .the margin; and. from the slaves 
Grreme's Report to attached to them the Government have yearly derived a revenue, whIch Mr. 
GOJernm~nt, dated Clementson requests permission to exclude from his accounts, proclaiming to the 
14 an. 1 22. slaves theIr freedom. c.' • 

3. Adverting to the observation contained in the 9th paragraph of a letter 
from the government of India to the Commissioner for Coorg, dated the 12th 
October 1835, transmitted to the Board with the Extract from the Minutes of 

In Cons 7 Dec.. Consultation, dated th~ 24th Novembet, that the legislature has already laid 
1835. down the humane principle that the extinction of slavery iI1 India is to be effected 

as soon as it may be practicable and safe to do so, the Board have no hesitation 
.in recommending that Mr. Clementson's request be complied with. 

4. The amount of annual revenue which will be lost to Government, in the 
event of the slaves being manumitt~d, is,-"Rs.927. 13. and ma.y appear 'as 
a deduction in the jummahbundy accounts. ' 

Revenue Board Office, Fort. St. George, 
24 October 1836. 

(No. 47.) 

(signed) A. P. OnslO'llJ, 
Secretary. 

. . 
From F. Clementson, Esq. Principal Collector, Malabar, to the PI;esiqent and 

Members of the Board or Revenue, Fort St. George; dated 11 July 1836. 

Gentlemen, 

WITH reference to the 34th paragraph of my letter, under date 18th March 
last, I have now the honour to forward the statement therelll alluded to, and to 
request that the sanction-"of Government may be obtained for my excluding from 
the accounts the sum of Rs.lfJ8. 9. 2. the pattom received from the occupants of 
~he Government lands on account of the slaves attached thereto. and of proclaim
mg to these poor people the .order of Government that they are free men. . 

Amount lD col. 16 of the State. 2. It will be necessary to grant remissions to the extent of 
Rs.739. 3. 10. -on account of the rent paid for slaves, ",hich·is at 
present blended with the rent of lands leased out to several ryots, for 

ment RS.927 13 -
Deduct, ditto in 

col. 13 - 168 9 \I --Dlfl'erence· Rs,759 3 10 
which also 1 beg to reqne~~ sanct.ion. . 

(signed) F. Clementson, • 

Malabar, Principal Collector's Office, Calicut, 
Principal Collector. 

11 July 1836. . ~ 
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tlST of SLA VES of the SOIL attached to tbe Lands belong-lDg to CQVerDmeDt III Maloba ... 
. 

TotBl Number of Siavea. 
Rent Annual Rent Total Amoun! Average PIlee 

Deduct RemalDder fit at present or each Slave. acconling of the of each Slave. accordlD~ Tota! Value . Old and Young received by the Annual Rent 
for Work, 

to the to the of the , Adults. Children. not /lule to Work. S"kar Usage of tbe Country of the Slaves Usage of the Country. ~Ja yes, accordJn~ on account of In Col. Ill, to lhe part of 
ror 

aceOidlDgtotbe RatnmCols 
M. F. M. f. Total. M. F. Total lIf. r. Total. 

the Slaves In For Rates mCols For For 
U & 18. Col 12. ea~h MBle. eael! Female. 14 & IS. each MaJe. ~ach Female. 

e. 8. 4. 0 6 , 8. 9, 10. 11 JlI. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. UI. 19. - - --.--- ~ - - --
fu. Rs. R •• B.s. l/f .u.. Rs • 

- ~ ~ .~ - - - - .. - - _. - - - - - -- .. - "'" - , - - - - . - - - - - - - .... " 
455 4ol1 2611 146 1.290 1193 192 485 424 381 805 · . . -12 - - 8 - 511 10 - ~O - - III , - 13.110 . -
'16 U II 6 42 S2 8 liD la 10 22 · . . - 12 - - S - _14 - - U S - 20 - .. 212 • -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. -69. DO ~O .22 171 111 25 62 611 61 nil 16 8 1 -11 Ii - 9 2 76 13 0 21 6 10 28 II J 4,25& .. -1 - ... ... 1 , ~ - - 1 - 1 - - - - 9 2 . . . - 0 II 22 13 9 · - . 11 2 I 

II II 1 1 8 1 1 11 S 3 6 2 2 II - 6 1 - 5 .. 3 9 3 lIS 9 2 SO 11 S 180 - -11 11 8 a sa 0 5 14 10 0 19 S 9 II - 610 - 4 7 911 5 2S 9 2 - - - 271 611 
26 24 18 14 82 19 14 a3 26 24 49 10 - - III /j III Ii 63 6 10 21 611 4~ 13 9 1,300 11 «I 
2() 23 16 14 '/'3 18 18 86 18 19 31 11 6 10 1 6 10, - 13 9 31 a 4 28 9 2 34 I 3 973 IS 9 
64 60 32 80 186 34 35 69 62 55 111 124 4 3 1 )5 2 . - - 12414 3 25 - - - - - I,Soll - --, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - -- - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - -
45 40 20 18 1~3 2:; 19 44 46 30 79 · - - 2 -.. - - . - 80 - - 20 - - 10 .. ..., 1,190 - -- .,.. - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - .... - - - .. - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - -- - - - ~ - - - ~ - - -- -- -- -- - - -
-~ - ~ 1----7sTml~ --------- -1-

~ 

710 660 SSS 254 .l~OO9 438 SI7 7~~ 168 9 2 . . . . 92713 . . · . . :lll,83S 10 5 

22.-REMARKS I 
The tolalllUm~I of ,laves III ColulIln 6 may be divide\! as follows 

. Slaves a4ached 10 lands belongmg to Government . . . . . - . . . - · . . - . . 111 
DItto • • to lands escheated to Government . . . - . - . - - . · - - - - - 1.718 

- Ditto . . to lauds lapsed 10 Govelnment for want of hem! . - . - . . . · - . . . . 120 -2,001) -= 
The rent entered in Col. 13 16 {<lr pari of the slaves only, tllo rent leunvable for the others (formmg a gleater portIOn) lS blended WIth the amount payable by each lessee, the prol'ortlona 

for land. and .b.es not belDg dlsUnetly shown In tbe lease CalculatlOg the rent 8ccOIdmg to the usage of tbe country, It Will, as shown ID Col 16, amoullt to Rs.9ol7 13 
• 11118 hst Includee the 12:1 slave. alluded to III tile 31st ptlraglaph Oftll" Ilepolt, dated tbe 18th M.,Lh 11Mb. 

Crrl'rs exee ted. p signed) F. Cleme"I,on, Pt,l1clpa[ Collecttlr 

, 
Number Number 

of of 
Slaves on Sla,cs held 

whom there In 
are Kan&DI Jennr 

Chllms. Right. 

20. 21. - . 
l 

'- --- -
· · J,290 

· · 42 - -- · 171 
1 -

_8 5 
14 19 
23 69 
24 49 

· · 186 - -- -· · 123 
-- -- -- -
6/j 1.944 

-
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,'(NO.249.) J r 'llf J ',,' '$ 

From w. H. Jl,faw,aghten, Esq., S;cr~tary~ t9 the t Go-qerQ,ment; ,of' India; .'to 
J. P. Grant, Esq.,> Offici~ting Sec~etl¥Y to, t~e ~n~an (La, COlD;~is~ion; 
d~ted 17 July 1837., I ". ,,\ '\ • ~~·V,~. " . > • 

S· .. -" \ .. >, .. t ',.. ~ t' ... 1 lr, 'f.. - ~, j \ i ~,J; ~ • 

L .] D t IN continuation of my .Jetter, N'o.'.t)6,,~dated ,the 7th December 1835, to the 
egis alive epar - . I d' d b h R' h 'h 

ment. address of Mr. Secretary MIllett, am l1'ect~ Y. t e 19 t onourahle the 

DY 24 Oct. 
1837. Nos, 3 & 4. 
Cillid stealmg. 

Governor-general in Council, to transmit' to you 'to be laid before' tile Indian 
Law Commissione~s, for their "'consi~er~tion bf the subject in its proper place, 
copies of a comtnunication from the ChIef Secretary to the Govern.ment of Fort 
St. George. dated the 6th'ultimo,'al'ld- t)f its' enclosllres, relative' to the system of 
slavery existing amonO' the Portuguese inhabitants,of,'Anjengo. ' ):' 

2. Patt of the encl~s'ures of Mr: Cha~ie;r's'lette~ are 'sent in original, which. 
you will have the goodness 'td lretUrD. to this office, when ,they are no Ion O'er 
required for the use of the Co:r:n.zhission. J'" I.' \ I', 0 

" , I'" , I have; &e: ' J 
, iii I, ," (si~ed)' W. H: Macnaghten, 
Council Chamber, 17 JuJt H~37. I I, ~e~retary: .to, th[ iG~v~rn~en~ o~ IndIa. 

,I t I 

EXTRACT JUDICIAL LETTER from.Fort,St" George, dated 10 April,eNo. 4.) 1838. 
.. 'II .... 1 I. i. J f f ... 

P.ara. 16. THE magistrate ,of the nortliern di vision pf Arcot addressed us;' 
requesting our orders for the d~sposal'of -a~case of .th,ild-stealing; we ?irected. the 
judges of the, Sudder and FouJdaree Adawlut-. to Issue, the !lece$sary lnS~ructlOns 
for bringing the prisoner in question ~o trIal peror~ anyone of the criminal 
courts of th~ zillahs, .flpecified in' the: letfer addressed to them under date the 
12th Mdrch 183,3, ,No. 2J,~, at which it wo~ld be 'PI0st convenient for the wit" 

tt d . I • , nesses to ~ en . .. 
- ___ - __ ----;~i,.l { I 

EXTRACT' JUDICIAL DESPATCH to For(SI. George, dated ,27 Jan. eN? 5) 1841~ 
Letter, 10 Apnl (4) '18381 (16) Instrl1ction8 lor the trIal Para. '55. A'pprov~d. . l' , 
of a person chal'geq WIth. child-stealing ID the town of It >,' 
Pondicherry. ' 

NO.3. EX'l'RACT, Fort St. George, Judicial Dy to Consultation of .24. Oct. 1837 • 

18th. Received the fo)lowing Letter (No., 232j from G. 'M. Ogilvie, Esq.,. 
Magistrate of North Areot, to the Chief Secretary to' Government, Fort St .. 
George, dated 16 Oc'tob~r 1837. 

Sir, . I "', " , " .i II ... 

MagIstrates' De- Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to solicit the orders of Government in a case now 
partment. before me of child-stealing, which it appears necessary that I should report my 

proceedings on to the Governor in Council, under clause 8, section 2, Regula-
tion..lI. of 1&29. ~ • ' , ' '",' " , , : 

2. The case is"this: a 'prisonet named Budder ~amy Chitty, an inhabitant or 
C?mbac~num, and a native subject of t~e Briti,sh Gdvernment, s~nds' charged 
wl~h havIn~ (date not ~nown) about three mo~ths ago inveigled Nagoo, a female 
chlld of nIlle years Old, front the house of Its mother-in-law, named Comu
lu:nah, reslding in and an inhabitant of Pondich~rry; and conveying it to '~aI: 
laJahnugger, a town in North Areot, with theintention of selliDg it. '. 

, " 3. The prosecutrix' Comulumah states that, about three months ago, her. 
rl<l;ughter-in-la~ h!ld gone out about',s o'clock in the morning to, a well' in the 
.own of . PO?dICherry~ the ~hild not teturning 'she gave intimation to the po~iee~ , 
ll~thor~ttes, In PondlCherry. \vho made every exertion to find the child, but wlth
[mt success. ,That about"lQ days after she was informed that the child bad 
been seen in. Trichinop?ly" she w~nt there ',onr~ceiving. this 'information, ,but' 
re~urned aga~l} to Pondlcllerry; beIng unable to dIscover 1t. I'Two months after~' 
thls a relatlOn -of hers, named <;alapa.chetty; residing' in" JVallajahnugger,.." . 

. J '.. • ". addressed' 
, .' 
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addressed her by letter" stating that the lost child was residing in that town 
with tIle prisoner, Buddersamy Chitty, and that he, the prisoner, had shown it to 
,a dancing girl named Bogum, an4 waa endeavouring to dispose of it to her by 
sale, upon which she, the prosecutrix, i~I~nediately proceede4 to my office. ' 
. 4: Before the prosecutrIx'S arrival at my office, the head of police had sent, 
the prisoner and chUd before me upon infonnation received from another indi
vidual, an inhabitant of Pondicherry, who was at that time in Wallaj~nugger, 
;tnd knowing the circutnstance of the child, being carried off, had accidentally 
seen. it with the prisoner., . 

. 5: The prosecutrix and. child. resided three years ago at Combaconum. and it 
appears from the evidence of bQth, that. the prisoner, an inhabitant of that place, 
,and relSidmg there at that time, had carried "way this child then with the inten
tion of selling it ;, that proof was established to that effect, and, that he was sen
tenced to imprisonment by' the criminal judge. 

6. The prisoner has nothing to say in his defence; he states that he received 
the child from the indiviqual to whom it, ia betrothed, and. therefore carried it 
away with him. He acknowledges having been tried for the same offence at 
Combaconum, committed upon the same child. 
, 7" Several witnesses are still in Pondicherry that can speak to the fact of the 
child being carried off by the prisoner; but until I receive instructIon1 how to 
dispose of the case, I 1lav~ stopped all further proceedings. 

(signed) G. M. Ogilvie, Magistrate. 

North Ar,:)ot, Magisttates' Office, Chittoor, 
16 October 1837. , 

No. 4-
)r(ADRAS. 

Tm: llight honourable the Governor in Council requests the Judges of the No .... 
Sudder and Foujdaree' Adawlut will be pleased to issue the necessary instructIOns 
on the part of Government for bringing the prisoner, mentioned lD the foregoing 
letter, to trial before any oue of the criminal courts of the zillahs specified in the 
letter addressed to them under ,date,'the 12th March 1833, No. 214, at which 
they may consider it will be most convenient for the witnesses alluded to by 
the magIstrate in the concluding paragraph of his letter to attend. 

Fort, St. George, 21 October 1837. 

(TrNe extract., 

W. E. Underwood, 
Acting Deputy Secretary to Government. 

ExTRACT REVENUE DESPATCH to Fort? George, dated 17 August (No. 12) 1838. 

Para. 17. '\VE entirely app}:ove;4s proceeding; and we Lettpr from, dated 18th April (No.6) lA: 
desire that you ,will ttake into consideration without delay {25) EmanCIpation of the Government sla 
the means of extending a similar benefit to the slaves on In Malabar lef0rted, and tbe relmlluishmen 

h t f · . d"d J • h' d h di' Ra·927. lao ID tbe annual Jummabundy tees ates 0 prIvate In lVl ua SIn t IS a:n ot er_ stncts. t'ounts being the re,enue den\'ed from thE 
You will, of course. see the n~cessity of using extreme sanctl;ned. , 

" caution in carrying into effect any measures, hQwever de-
sirable in themselves, which may have a tendency to interfere with the domestic 
relations of our native subj~ts. 

" 

1;, .. I J '" _ ~ 

'. ExT,R.olCT JUDICIAL LETTl::a from Fort St •. George, dated 18 July (No.7) 1839. 

, ,'.' 28. THE cOITespondence' ';\'hich accompanies this p~ragraph relates to the 
. subject adverted to in para. 1 of the extract from the Minutes of Consultation in . 

the Judicial Departmf;nt, No. 986, dated 24th October 1837, of which a copy SlaverpnMalat 
_' 'Yas forwarded in a ct)mmunicatlon addressed to the secretary at the lndia House,; 

.238.' ' If' under \ 
" 
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under date 9th January 1838, .No: 2, ~herein the Board,()~ Revenue were re-, 
quested to consider, in eommumcatto;f wIth the local ~fficers In.. Malabar, ~d to 
report the measures it would be advlsable- to adopt with the Vl~W of amehorat ... 
inO' the condition, and improving the morals of the 'llllfortQnate class of people 
in °that district denominated Chermurs, or rustic slav:es. In their letter of the 
15th October 1'838, the ~oard submi~ted on~fro~ the pri?c.ipal collector of M~la .. 
bar conveying his sentIments on the practlcabilIty of glvmg effect to the obJect 
co~emplated, with their own opinion on the subject. and, in: our proceedings of 
the 4th December following, we expressed OUll own views, and in calling for fur
ther mformation, chiefly as regarded the manner in which the Chermurs were 
fed, clothed, ahd lodged, as compared with. the free classeJ, and th~ tenures upon 
which slave property was held tn Malabar, we tQOk. the opportumty of furnish
ing the Board with an extract ,from your honourable Court's despatch of the 
17th August 1838, in which the emancipation of, the slates in the Government 
1ands of the above district was approved. and desired that means might be 
devised for extending a similar .l)ene~t t() the slaves on the eStates ()f private 
individuals. The further communicatjon of the Board c:f Revenue of the 21st 

. February 1839, giving cover to a repQrt from the same officer, represents" that 
~lth()ugh no material cha11ge in the clothing and food of this class has been 
made since 1822, a decided impro~ement in th~ir treatment by their masters 
Ilad taken place," and that the principal cbllector is of opinion that the Cher .. 
mUlS are by no means in a worse condition than many of the free field labourers 
in North Malabar, where there were few or no slaves, and that though the 
power of selling the slaves without, the, land~ and children without the parents, 
is claimed by the landlords, in 'practice the proceedi,ng is seldom or never 
adopted. The principal collector suggested; the expediency or offering a remis. 
sion of land revenue to slave-owners on satisfactory proof or the improved con
diti()n of each slave, and of the owner being in,the habit of treating them with 
kindness, a proposition which the Board promised not to lose sight of, though at 
the time, tliey obsened that it was not before them in a shape sufficiently 
e~plicit to enable them to recommend its 'adoption by Government. We stated 
in reply that no remission of land tevenue..could be granted without the autho
rity of the Government of India; but that we would be. prepared to give con
sideration to the measure when submitted to us in a proper'form, and observed 
that we were satisfied the Board would watch the subject or the improvement or 
the condition of the Chermurs with that interest which it eminently me~ited, and 
leave no available means untried for ~ffecting that object. 

, 't 

.. 
EXTRAct LEGISLATIVE L:ETT:ER from India, dated 21 October (No. 24) 1839. 

Shnery, the Chelnll1fS, or rustll: slaves, in Ext. para. lig. 'V& h~v~ referred, for the consideration 
Malabar. 
Leg. Cons 4 Feb. 1839. Nos. 17 and 18. of the Commissioners,)n cOD,tlexion with the general sub-

s Apnl18a9i NOlo II, tit ~8. ject 9£ slavery in Indm,' copies of the accompanyihg papers, 
8 July 1839. Nos. 18 and 19, and others, in original, respecting the' Chermurs, or rustic 

slaves in Malabar,. « , 

f t 

, , . 
EURA<"T Jl'DICIA~ lhsl?"'iTcH to. !,ort St; George, dated 3 February (No. 1) 1841", 

Lettel flOm, dated 18th Ju1y (No 7) 1839. P 49 I' ·f . 1 h' d .J 
(28) Ameholatton of the c:oodlt:on of tb~. ara. • T 1S grab ylllg t:o us to earn t at a eel ed ~ 
Chelmllrs, I.lr'rUstlC sl.wes, m Malabar. lmprovement has taken place In the treatment of the Cher .. 

. ' murs of Malabar by their master's, and that, in point of food 
and clothlllg, they are, not in a worse condition' than many of the free fit!ld 
labourers. We approve of your instructions to. the Boa.rd of Revenue for the 
purpose of prom?tl!lg the welfare of that crass of persop.s. ' The means 'of effect- ' 
lUg t~le contemplated· change in their condition wI11 be embraced in the consi
deratIon of. the general question of slavery;'On which the Government of India 
and the Law Commission, have long been actfvely employed. • 

)l, • ,,. ~ '~, tit,.. t, If 



, . 
E.xTRAq; from, the P,ll.OCEEDINGS of the Honqurable the President of the Council 

of l'l!dia in Conncil. i,! the Judicial ~e.partment; dated,4 February 1839. . ,~"" 

(No. 24.) ''';' 

FromH. T. Prinsep, Esq. Secretary to the Government of India, to H. Chamier, 
Esq. Chief Secretary to the .~vernment of Fort St. GeQrf/e; dated 4: 
February 1839-. '.~ '<1'4.'t I', 

I ... ~i"ltl. ' 
Sir, -I ~:i f 

rN -0·4. 
1 

MADRAS. 
.. :; ... ;~" e 

No. 17 

I .4.H directed 'to acknowledge~ tJ;!e receipt: of the Abs~ct of the Proceedings oF: Judic,ial Depart. 
the Right honourable the G.Qvernor in Council in the, ;Ju\1iClal Department on the ,ment. 
4th DeceIhber last, and to'request that his Lordship will favour the Honourable 
the President in Council with the papers to which the entry No.1 relates. 

- I have, &c. 

• (signed) H. T. Prinsep, 
Fort William, 4 February 1639. ' • Sec. to the Government of IndIa. 

\ 

(No. 22.) 

From H. T. Prinsep, Esq. Secretary to the Government of lndia tl) H. W. 
Torrens, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of Indio, with the 
Governor-general; dated 4 February 1839. ' 

I ~1 • Ir 

Sir, A ~ 

I AM directed, to forward to YOll,'ffor the perusal oi the Right hon. the Governor~ 
general, the accompanying Abstract of Proceedings of the Government of Fort 
1:)t. George, in the Jqdiiial Department, dated the 4th December last, a,nd to 
"State that the papers referred to i:r;t the el}try No.1 have been called for, for the 
perusal of the Honourable the. President 1D Council. 

2. Y olJ will be- ple.ased> to retun{ toe abstract for aeposit in the' Presidency 
office. \' 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, 4 February. 1839 . ... , 
(signed) H. T. Prinsep, 

Set;. to' the Government of India. 

" , * ~ 

. 
" 

,,4'" ~ 

EXT~AC~ f~orit'lhe PROCEEDINGS of the Honourable the President 01 the Council 
.of Iuif,ia in Council. in the !-egis~ti~e Department; dated 8 April 1839. 

From T. H. Maddoch, tsq. "Officiati9g Secretary to the Government of Indi" 
with tlie Gpvernor-general? ~o J. P. Grant, Esq. OfficiatIng Secretary to tbe 
Government of /ndla; d~ted 25 Febru~!'Y 1839. • 

Sir, 
I AM directed :l>y the Ri'ght hone the Governor-general to acknowledge the 

receipt of Mt. f'ecretary Prinsep's lettet, No. 2.2, dated the 4th in'St3{lt; and, iJl 
reply, ,to return the Abstract of Proceedings of the Govtrnmeut of Fort St. 
George, in this ~epartment, of the 4th December last, r\!ceived with it" llothing 

.. in it requiring remark or observation.' ," - , 
2. You are, ,however. requested, with the sanctipn of.bis Honor in Council, to 

forward to this office for his Lordship'S information a c6py of the papers entered 
as Nq. l of the Abstract, on thei:r receipt from the' Governl'ne:q.t of Fort St. 
George.', < , • 

\ " ,1 have'l': . 
" , (signed)' T. • Maddoch" ' , 
0fIiclating S,~cret1 to the Government ot hdia 

" . .. ~ wl.1(11 tI1e, overnor-gener~l. 
Camp, ,Sumbhalka/25 February 1839. " ' .it, {~~ '. 

,No. IS. 

JudicIal Depart
ment. 

No.2l. 

Judicial. 



.CORRESPONDENCE. ON' TIlE ,'~A VB (,T~~DE;r ' ' 

N ... (No. 187.) -o. "to ,<, r 

:l'ifADRAS. From H. Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the ~o~ernment O,r fort ~t. George, ---= to H. T. prinsep, 1 Esq. 'Secretary. ,to lhe, ~overJlme~~" of I1l,4'lQ; \ dated 
No. !lll. 28 February 1839.' t, \' " " t'>, ".:, 

Judicial Depart- S· . . 'I' ' 
mente If, ' ' , • 

1. Letter from the Actll1g,Sectetllry ~ the'Board ?f Retenue,'9C' , . I:AlIt dir~cted 'by ~he Right hon... the 
15th Oct. 1838, with the PrIDclpal Collector's letter submitted therewrth. _Governor irl. Council to transmit, fot' 

2. Extracl MlDutes of Consultations, 30th Nov. 1838, No. Il106r. the~ information of the honourable the. 
3 Extract (para. J) from the Pro. of the FouJ. Adawlut, of i4th ct. • 4 C . . 

1837, with extract (para. 4 and 5) of the Circult.fudges' Report. sllb .. Preslden~ In ?unC11~ copIes ,of .the. 
mltte:d therewith. I, • , I papers requestec1m your letter ofthe 4th 

4- Extract (para. t) of the Orders of Government. of the Hth Oct. instant, No. 24, relative to the Cher-, 
1837 No. g8B. ' C 1 . M 1 b 

5. 'Letter {rom the Seeretary to the Sudder Boara of Revenue, of m_urs, ?:t rus I~ s ~ves In a!l al'~ toge-
~4th Oct. 1836, with the' Pnncipal Collector's letters, submItted -tlier_ WIth CopIeS Dr .the preVIOUS papers 
therewIth.' , ~ , 'o;n 'the same <subject,' as noted in the 

6. Extract Minutes of Consultation, 15th Nov. 1836• No.,t5'l1• t\,margiIt~ , 

NQ 1I3. 
Enclosure. 

Rm,enue Depart. 
n>ent. 

", , ' '. I have, &c. 
" (signed) 'H.'Chamier, Chief Secretary. 

Fort St., George, 28 February 1839. . : .. 

). 1 , , , 
(No. 456.) t " 

From P. B. S'mollett, Esq. Acting Secretary',to the Revenue ~oal'd at Fort St. 
George, td the Chief Secretary to Government; d~ted 15 October 1838. 

I , ~.. .... I 

Sir, ~ 'f I , 

Para. J.. TJIE ~oard of Revenue ha~ng furnished ~he principal collector of 
Malabar with copy of an ext~act from the' Mtt.utes o£' Consultation of the 24th 
October last, with transcript of extracts from \ the 'proceedings, of the Foujdatee 
Court, and 'of-the first judge' on circuit. in the western divisionf'relative'tQ; 
the persons denommated Chermers in Malabatf .1 am now directed to .request you 

~4th Apru in Cons. will lay before GII>vernment the b.ccompa,niJ'~ng lettet: f~m' Mr.,!:!lementson, Bub"" 
7th Mal1.8a8. mitting his sentiments, on the practicability, or. improvinfl'the -condition of, this 

class. 1 ). \ I ) , I ! J -t J J t 
2. The present' reference originated on e. ,(fonsideratioll, of the very large num~ 

ber of charges of murder.. in..wmclI this, class ()f persons were concerned,.13 or SL 
cases- of murder having been stated: to have been eOpImitted by this degraded. 
race, who were represented to he' del'Qic;l of all feeling,~and to possess httle of 
hu~anity but, its ~>utw.ard form.. ,It 'will, pe se.en,. how~yer i from !Mr~ ~em~nt
son s letter, that, low and degraded though their.cqndit,ion js'a~ROwledged to be, 
the number of atrocious crimes in which the Chermers were con~e;ned does not, 
ill ~he course of 10 years, exceed the proportiim of their own numbers in rrfe~ence 
to the free population of the district. The late census, l it ,is .said, , gi ves th~ir 
num~ers at 1,44,37~. or 'about one-seventh or the pop'ulation' of ..fhe entIre· 
proVln'ce., , ," ',",- ,_ . ., ':'~i! Il' ',")~!r",'),l 

3. Th~ Board regret they are unable, with tlle information no;' ybefore them, 
to suggest any ,,,ell-digested' scheme-'for the'per}tlanent improvement 'of this 
servile class. The immediate. introduction of schools does not appe~ to them 
calculated to ameliorate their eonditioDj" for ,the physical imptovement of ~he 
Chermers must J?refede! they are tncIincd to think, any' extended e1l'orts fot their 
mental' culture: The qu~tion of slave e~an<?ip'ation m: the -wes~erzi proyi~ce !S 
o?e attended ":lt~ 1 much dl!fiCUlty; fat it. IS observed, by' the Dl'St Jhdge on ,c~rcult 
hImself, that It ~s uncertam' how far the Chermers are 'themselves dis~ontented 
with ~heir ~re~ent !>~ate of servitude, assigned 1?y:biit'h'; and inct¥c~ted by, Id~al 
lJSa,ge; a~d It IS obv~ous that no step shOuld pe prematurely taken'!o f!,fford theD?; 
rell~f 'UntIl they arc 1 n a fit state to benefit by the change. ::. However 'much,: then. 
thel~ present state of Londage.is to be lamented, the InCaSUres taken lor its ameli.! 
oratlOn must be gradual, and carried out WIth discretion and i~ cqncurrence with 
the .fandholders on wll?se t:tates theY,are located. Any nasty; legislatio1i on thii 
!ubJect would other\\<lbe occasion much discontent and bJ 'bonsidered as arC 
Invasio:q. o(p1;ivate rights. ...• \ " _. _,2." f" ... , I, l " .,.')" 

~ .'" t 1 (.... ." ~: 1 "",.. « ,.; J! I \. 

R ' j,' < • I • SIgned) ,,, 'J!. Br SmolleU. .' .: 
/, 1\ evenue Doa.rd Offi~c, ron St.. George, ,':, ,'. '" Acting ~ecretarr .. ' •. 

~. '150ctobcr"~38:'" "t'- -.)-,-.). ' •• ' ,,- ,:1. '1 
t'" ~ 'J11 t ,~ ... r""l:" 



AND; ','MEASUllES T.AKF!~r FORI 'ITS ABOLITION. 93 . ' 
I r 1", f .,("' I. , , , 

{No. 24.) , t I" ,,~J' ,I ,J.' 
r \ 4\ \', \~' • },) 11 ... I ,. ..... ~ \ #' 1 I ' ( j i 

'FrOIn, P. Cltmleil~Jon, ,Esq. Princi paL Collec~ot, ,Malabar,r to ~he Secretary '~o the 
< Board of Revenue, Fort St. George; dated 24 April 1838. I , 

Sir, J 
>, ' 

Para. 1. l.DO myself the honout·t& acktio\\Tledge the recelp~ of the Board's'pro- ' 
ceedings under date the 2d November last, con.\:,eyip.g copy of aij. extract from the 
Minntes of Consultation, dated the ~4th of (the pr~cedlng month., oJ]. the subject 
of the best meaSUl'es to be adopted with the vieW"of ameliorating the condition 
and improving the '~oraIs' of the unfQftp.nat~ class known generally by the llame 
of Ch~rmers. ," -." ... '.., , 

2 •. Ho~ver desirable the lConsummatiqn o( such an obj~ct may be, r confess I 
am flt a loss to suggeSt any plan: which'may not involve a violation of the rights 
of private property, and oonsequentty give rise to flll;Ch discontent. 

3. The only way of improving. the' m .. rals of the prredial or iustic sla\Tes or 
Malabar would be by ameliorating'their condiJ:ion, .and by establishmg schools •• 
This has, I understand, been.a.ttained; to a. very satisfactory extent, as regards 
the slaves attached to Mr. Brown's estate at Anjeracandy; and it appears very 
evident to. me that any permanent improvement in their condItIon and morals 
must emanate from the master-of the slate; -and'this can alone be done by bet. 
·tering his condition, and thus ~nablin~ him to increase the comforts 'of the slave, 
to treat ,h~m with treater ,wdulgence,.l}nd to ~ispen!je part~ally 'Yith his setvice~; 
a measurq that can.: only ,be effected~l aJlP~ehend, by a relinquIshment of :revenue 
and the establishment of schools t~rQ.Jght the' district. 

4. It is satisfactorf to remark~ to the credIt of this degraded race, that on 
reference to the. accoqnts' £Or ~he las1l 1,0. years~ .'the. I{lurders comm\tted by them 
do, not exee~d the' zmmber annllafiy committed bX the free castes, the average 
numbE:l' of murders.cOmmitte~ by. Chermers being. less than. (5) five cases, and 
(lO) ten 'persons pelt'annllnn., Tms.d'rom-31 population of ~,44,371 (the number' 
ofslaves of,all descriptions" accdrdmg ;td/the -last census), is ~ot'(perhaps more 
than occurs amovgst't~e_ I¥0re"citilized p~i:ts.. of the populatIOn ,of other dIstrtctS. 

5 •. 'The' proportion! "picb.. tlJ.e aggrt;gate nUDlbqr of slaves' bears to the general
Fopulation" of the district is a fraction above one-seventh, which corresponds with 
the shal'~\of murders:thatl'alls.tQ thqm ;:for -011t ,0£' 36 cases (t~e average of the 
total )numberJ of !murders)- ,five',~mly' were,~ a& already noticed~ commItted by 
~hermers." , " , " I' "11 , ". . J." '" ' , < • I • 
~ I,"·" '> t ,I" ><!> ,'.t j', j" :,(si"gned). F. Clemen~son" 
M3:1~b~ rrincip~ {jbll~tbr'S' 0ftic~, I Ca~4\lt, l' .',' Prih~ipal' CoUeetor;. 
, I", .... '24 April183g. r I .,' ,! ,~I, ' - _ "I - -

, i 11 \ 1,/ 1 ~ ~" f 11 ')]'1 I [ I I '" I ~~_ - , 

... r I i I \ t ,f i '~t I"~J i ',/ til ~ 4 i ~ \ -, 

I .i f N' ''''''1''1:';) _,~ , ;'r: ,r~. " ,:.~ I, ' • 
~ " u. .&. Q. 1" ,*.i. Ito! '."!,j )jf11r ,1"1" ",r~' No. J'~~ll t lit ' 

Extn.ic'1' from the ':MINUTES' of COt'iS'll'LTATION, under date 30 Nov. 1~38. 

1i~~d;t1te f~wi~k t~t~e~ I;p~ ;ne.'l~ti~~ ',Se~f~tary to t~~ Bo~r«(Qf)~~~e~~e. 
I" , ! \~ i .'\-1 (Here cnter :i 5'October; Hm8; No: 456.). t , 

t I I ~I ,'Vl. ~ , ....... / ~ ) I' ~t ' J ~ 

THE improvem~nt of the condition oftI}e 'Chenners, or rustic slaves of Ma1a'bar. 
,ill. a subjec~ 9f sllch manifest importance~ that no measrires sl20uld be left untried 
to effect ~t.l ,The RIght honourable the Govel11or in Cotmeil' does llot copsider 
, tegislatj.yl(~na~tnient· to. pe eXPfdie~t ~t 'this ,moment~ in' furt~e!~an~e lot tbe 
()hje~t jn vie~, but presu~e~ tJ-la.t endeaY9.urs ;may be ~ade to have them b~tter 
fe~ and.clothed~ by offering rew~rds and encouragement to such landlords as may 
b~ able to'show that;the condition,o£their shtves has. been bettered. ThisJwould. 
be a, fir~t, step; and,. '\J"hen physically improved', schools mi~'Q.t be ollene with 
advantager , 'H~ aesir~~' ther~f~r,e. that ~he ~fin~ipat coliector may 'be' ca~le? upon 
~o ,~ep'<?rt IIOW th~ ~be11Ile~~ a~e ,fed;'c1o~E!a~ 8fd,Jo~ged, a~ compa!ed w!th t?e 
free cIas;;eEl,. and w{iat descrIptIon of leward he would,ecomrn,end to ,be g1.ven to 
~dloras for die imprQved condition" of thei'r Allaves'.'· "'; . . ":, ' 
. His Lordship in. C(luu-cil Qbserv;es~ that the honourabfe the Coutt,~i'Directors 
hav~f ~ ,para: 11 of their 'deepatch; dated .the'17th, .,AugUst last" 'aPPJ;oved of the 
"measu~c8' adopted' by ~bis.t Qo~~rnJ:9.en~ for 1..h~ em~cjr~tton r~f t?a slli,!es, art the 

.238• ...... -- - ,. .. .. q -', Goveriunent 
~ , "j: 

It. t • 

No ..... 
MAnRAS. 

No. I. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON ~E SLAVE TRADE, 

Government lands of this district, and have directed that mean~ maJ: b~ ~evised 
for extending a similal' benefit to the slaves on the estates of pr1vate mdl\'lduaIs; 
he resolves accordmglx to transmit a ~oPy of t~e abo,:e par~grapb to the ~o~rd of 
Revenue, in view to the subject recelvmg theIr consIderatIOn In ,conneXlon with 
the present reference. . ' . 

HIS Lordship in Council is also desl!o~s of knowmg \V~~ther. th,: ancient ' 
tenures upon which slave rroperty was ~eld m ,Malabar are stIlT. mamtaxned, -viz. 
whether the proprietor. 0 slaves has stIll t~ power of mortgagmg them, and of 
letting them out for hIre as well as of sellIng them; whether they can be sepa
rated from ,the land an<;i sold, and whether children can be sold separate from theIr 
parellt~. 

.. 
EXTRACT from the P~OCEEDINGS of the FOUJDA.REE ADA WLUT, dated 

14 October 1837. 

Para. 1. THE Court of Foujdaree Udalut have observed, and they think it 
worthy of the notice of Government, the remarkable fact stated in the 4th para
graph of the above report, that Qut of 31 murders perpetrated and tried during' 
the last and preE>ent sessions, 13 were committed by that degraded class of people 
the Chermers. The Foujdaree Adawlut ~eg to recommend to Government that 
the local officers he called upon.' to report w~ether measures cannot be devised 
for improving the cpndition 'and momls of this most degraded l'ac~J possessing of 
humanity little else than its outward form. 11 • 

'. f 
, 

I "-y\ I 

EXTRACT from a REPORT from the 1st Judg~, 1at~.()n Circuit in the WESTE~N 
DIVISION, dated 16 August 1837. • 

'Ii 

No. V. Para.4. In this case the prisoners were all Chermers; 
~~----------"1:---'-p-- and it may perhaps be worthy of remark, that out of 31 

Cases. 80::;S. murders perpetrated and "tried during the last and pre-
I- - sent sessions (vide marginal note}, 13 were committed by 

!2d &essJODs, 1836 _ _ 22 31 this degraded and low class of people, who in the com-
Perpetrated by Cberwcrs - 9 l3 mission of .SJlch -deeds appear to hal>'e been void of all 
1st SesSIODs, 1837 _ 9 1'1 feeling, and perhaps will remain so till some measures 
Perpetrated by Chermels - 4 6 >be devised for the improvement of their morals and pre-

No. + 

~ sent lamentable low condition in "soci~ty, 
5. It would nevertheless be needless to expect that any';material or 'essential 

change can possibly be brought about, 'except step by step, and .~t a period when 
they may have attained a greater degree of civilization calculated to extend their 
mental faculties, and open their eyes as t~ their present situation; ihis accom
plished, and the pleasing prospect 'will begin to.bTighten,· ot being able to ame
liorate the present condItion' of this unfortunate and no less illiterate race of 
fellow creatures; whereas any steps prematurely adopted with the view or afford
ing them l'elief before they are in a· fit state to benefit by, or duly estimate 
emancipation from slavery, may irrecoverably tend to frustrate the grand object 
~ought f?r, in .the relapse of a great portion to tneir former state of bondage, even 
If once h~erate~; for It is not quite clear ifs,and to what extent, they are discon
tented wlth then- present state of servitude, assigned by birth and inculcated on 
them from infancy by,local usages. '.' . t • j 

;. 

, , ) 

EXl'RA.CT from the ORDER of GOVERNl.'rl~~. dated 24 October 1837 (No. 986). , . 
.. • ,- \ , t-".. " ... 

. Para..1. TaE Board of Revenue, t-Q whom a copy of para. 1 of the for~going 
pr!,ceedmt?s" and, of parf}s. 4t anq. 5 bf the Circuit Judges' Repcil't will be trans- ' 
mltted, wtll be requested to consider. in communicatIon. with the loeal officers, 
and ~epo~t as to the r:n~asures !t \ViU be advisable to adopt with the Xie!, 4If 
amehoratll)g the condItion and l,ltIproving the moral! of the unfortunate class ~ 

I ' peo~le ad,:ert~d to therein. ' 



AND ,~f;ASURES T.AK.E..~ FOR ~TS ABOLITION. 95 

}'rom A. P. Onslow. Esq. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St, George, 
to the Principal Collector of ll.falabar; dated12 September 1836. 

Sir, c 

THE statement which accompanied your letter, noted in' the margin, having 
been mislaid, I am directed by the Bo~d pf Revenue to request that you will 
submit a duplicate copy of it. 

2. I am also directed to request that you 'Will explam the difference between 
the nature of the remissions noticed in the 1st and 2d paragraphs of your letter. 

(signed) A. P. Onslow, 
'I Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George. Secretary. 

12 September 1836. 

" (True copy) 
(signed) A. P. Onslow, Secretary. 

, (No. 71.) 

From F. Clementson, Esq. Principal Collector, .J,lalabar, to the President and 
Members of the Board of Revenue, F(N't ,St. G~orge; dated 20 Sept' 1836. 

Gentlemen, 
I HAVE the honour to forward perewith the duplicate copy of the statement 

which accompani~d my a~dress, dat~ the 11th July last, called for in MF. 
Onslow's letter of the 12th Instant. 

2. In reply to the 2d paragrap.h, I beg to explain that, in leasing out the 
lands belonging to GQVernment, together with the slaves attached theleto, the 
relative proportion of the rent. payable for the lands and slaves has but In very 
few instances been distinctly ep~ified in the deeds; the majority of them only 
mention the total ann.ual amount payable by the lessees both for the lands and 
slaves; the amount entered in column 16 of the statement, VIZ. Rs. 927. 13. is 
the proportion of rent payable to Governrnent on account of the slaves, calcu
lated according to the usages of the country. Of this Rs. 168. 9. 2. is specIfically 
mentioned in the deeds; the residue, Rs. 759. a,10" is an estimated amount; both 
forming part of the gross jumma, it will .be necessary to strike off the same 
therefrom, as th~ lessees will be entitled to remissions to that extent in the event 
.()( the sl~ves, for whose services they, now pay', j being emancipated as recom-
mended. ' 

. ,',. '(signed) 
, Malabar, Principal Collector's- Office, ) , 

Calicut, ~ September 1836. 

(No. 1541.) 

F. Clementson, 
Principal Collector. 

!'o.4· 
MA.DRAS. 

11th In CODS. 
28th July 1836. 

EXTRACT from the MqlT.TTlI:S Of CONsmfATION, under date 15 November 1836. N~. G. 

Read the following letter from thEt Secretary to tne Board of Revenue. 
'. ' 

.' >,. (Here enter 24th Oc~ 1836, No. 588.) 
THE Right honoura.ble the' Govern()f in" CouncIl is pleased to accede to the 

recommendation eonveyed in the foregoipg letter, in favour of emanci})ating the 
slaves on the Government lands in Malabar. The amount of annual revenue to 
'be relinquished on thIS account is stated ,to be rupees (f127. "'13.) nine-hundred 
and twenty-seven and annas thirteen, which, as 'suggested by the Board, 'may 

, appear as, a deduction ill. tht'- jummabundy accounts. 
, The Board of Revenue will instruct the principal collector of Malabar relative 
to the mode of conveying this resolution to the pmties concerned. It seems to 
be unnecessary-to proclaim the freedom of these slaves, as proposed by the prirt
cipal collector; but, on the ,contrary. it is considered very desirable that the 
'measure should be carried into effect in such manner as not to create any un.ne
cessary alarm or aversion to it on' the part of, other proprietor!!, or pre:rnature 
hoJles of' emancipation OIL that o! othar I!la~es. ,~ ., , 

J. ~ " ~ ".:;J. ~ ) \. ! j II' 

""" - (True .,copies and ex.tracts.) ~ , :' " , 
, '~ , (signed)' ". 11. Ckamier" • 

-... - ~ "~ Chief Secretary. 
-, 1238. -.. < 

If 4.~. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE" 

" 
(No. 361.) 

From H. Ckamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,. 
to H. T. Prinsep, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India; dated 12. 

,!\iarch 1839. ' 

Sir, t"". 
Wl'tH reference to my letter of ' the 2Sth ultimo, No. 187, I am directed by 

the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit, for the information of 
the Honourable the President in Council, the accompanying copy of a further 
letter from the Board of Revenue, and of its enclosures, relative to the Cher
meTS or rustic slaves in Malabar, together, with a copy of the orders recorded 
thereon by Government under this date. 

I have, &c. 
Fort St. George, 12 March 1~39. (signed) H. Chamier, 

Chief Secretary Revenue Department. 

(No.81.) , , 

:From P. B. Smollett, Esq. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George, 
to the Chief Secretary to ,Government.; ,dated 21 Fe~ruary 1839. 

Sir, , 
Para. 1. WITH reference to the observations recorded in the Minutes of Con

sultation ,o£the 30th November last, I am dir~cted by the Board ,of Revenue to 
request you will lay before Government the accompanying furtber letter from 

,the principal collector of Malabar, Teporting upon .the condition of the Chermurs 
,or rustic slaves of Malabar, and replying to .the various points noticed by Go
vernment in the proceedings under acknowledgment. 
, 2. It 1Vill be seen, from this letter, that although no m~terial change in the 

clothing and food of this class has been made since 1822, a decided improvement 
in their~ treatment by theil' masters has taken place. Mr. Clementson adds, that 
the Churmars are by no means in a worse condition than many of the free field
labourers in North Malabar, where ,there are few or no slaves. ,The principal 
collector also reports that though the power of selling the slaves without the land; 
and I children without the parent, is claimed by the landlords, in practice the. 
proceeding is seldom or never adopted. 

3. The principal collector suggests the expediency of offering a remission or 
land revenue to slave-owners, in satisfactory proof of the improved condition of 
each slave, and of the owner being in the habit of treating them with kindness, 
and the Board will not lose sight of the proposition, although at present the 
suggestion is not before them in a shape sufficiently explicit to enable them tOI 

recommend its adoption by Government. . 
(signed) P. B. Smollett, Secretary. 

Revenue Board Office, Fort, St. George,' 
21 February 1839. 

(No.2.) , • 
'From F. Cle'mentso~ Esq. Principal Collector: Jfalabar, to the' Acting Secretar!, 

~o the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George; dated:r January 1839. ' 

Sir. ' . ) 

~ara. 1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge 01l. the 24th the receipt of the 
extract from the Board's prDceedings, under date the 6th ultimo, forwarding 
copy of the Board's letter to the chief secretary. to Government, under date the 
15~ October, together with a transcript of an Edract from the Minutes of Consul:' 
tatlOn thereon, under date the 30th November last, calling for further information 
as to the present state of the Churmars of Malabar. . 

2. In reply I do myself the honour to atate, for the inFornl.ation of the Board~ 
that n? alteration has ~aken place" in the tenures upon which slave property is _ 
beld ~IllC~ the report made by Mr. Commissioner Groome in 1822, an account 
of whIch IS given in detail frQm para. 32 to 55 i little or no amelioration likewise 

, , , • has. 
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has taken place in respect to their food and clothing; as regards the treatment, 
however, a decided improvement, from all I can l~arn, has taken placf', and it 
may be said generally, that the slaves of South Malabar. as noticed lD my letter 
to the Chief Secretary tp Government, under date the 29tq Novembcr 1833, are 
by no means in a worse condItion than many of the free field-laboUlers in North 
Malabar, where there are few or no slaves. 

No 4., 
:II1ADRA3, 

l' 

3. Though the landlords and proprietors of slaves still retain the power of 
mortgaging and letting them out for hire, as well as of sellmg them WIth 01." 

without the land, and the children without the parent, still I have reason to 
beheve that the latter proceedmg is seldom 01." never adopted, inasmuch as the 
purchaser would find it an unprofitable speculatlOn, for in the event of the Chur
mars running away, which they;invariably do if taken even to the adjoining 
talook, they get no assistance from the local authorities. In further elucIdation 
of this subject, I would take the liberty of submittmg a copy of a report made Enclosure, No.1. 
by me to the Provincial Court, under date the 19th December 1835. 

4. The only means that suggests itself to me of inducing and cnsuring kind 
and considerate treatment on the part of the landlords and owners of slaves iii to 
offer a remission of land revenue to all owners lD double the amount for which 
slaves are' now rented" on satisfactory proof of the improved condItion of each See Statement III 
slave, and of the owner being in the habit-of treating them WIth kindness. the 34th pnra of 

. , v Mr GrlEme'$ Re. 

Malabar, Principal Collector's Office, 
qalieut, 7 January 1839. 

(sIgned) .I.'. Clementson, port. 
Principal Collector. 

From F .. Clemerttson, Esq. Principal Collector and Magistrate, Malabar, to the 
Registrar of the Provincial Court of Appeal and Cll'cuit, Western Division; 
dated 19 Decemper 1835 .. 

~~ ~. I 

I HA.VE: tne honour to ackilowledge the receipt, on the 12th, of your letter of 
tbe 2d instant, forwarding copy of a letter from the registrar to the Sudder and 
Foujdaree Adawlut, and requesting me to furmsh all the information III my power 
on the various points enumerated in Mr. Millet's letter. 

2. The information called for in the first !luestion, being one entirely of a civil 
nature, the zillah and assistant judges win doubtless report thereon; I would,. 
however, beg to state, that in the revenue blanen of the service the right: of the 
slave to possess and hold land and other property is recognized equally with that 
Qf the free man. There are' about 377 slayes who at present hold land on differ
ent tenures, Eaying revenue direct to Government, tne sum payable by' each vary
ing from 1 to' 92 rupees per 'aI1llum. Any complaInt of the master taking forcIble 
possession would receive the same attentlOn, and meet with the same redress, as 
the complaint of a free man. 

3. In reply to the second question I beg to state, that, as far as the magistrate's 
jurisdIction goes, the relation of master and slave has never been recognized as 
justifying acts which would otherwise be punishabl~ ot as constltuting a ground 
for mltlgat~on of the punishment. Slaves complaining against their masters for 
acts of violence, receive equal protection with all other castes. They now readIly 
l"eSort to the magistrate's cutcherry, when prompt attention is given to theIr 
complaint, and the parties offending against them immedIately punished, WIth
out any reference to their relative situations in lIfe. A case iq point occurred no. 
later than the 20th of October last, when 1 sentenced an individual to 15 days' 
)mprisonment in the gaol, on the complaint of a female slave, for illegal deten-
tion and confinement. . 

4. DUlIng Ply residence in Malabar, noW' upwards of three ycarsJ I have never 
had. Qccasion to interfere, as regards the master against the slave. Complaints 
have occ&siQnalIy been ma.de of the slave having deserted to a neighbourmg 
estate, when 1 have invariably pointed out, that the only !iure and safe way of 
proceeding, and preventing a repetitlOn, was kind and considerate treatment, 
which has always satisfied the parties. ' 

6. The foregomg replies answer the third question. and show that no distinc
tion is made WIth reference to the wrong-do~r being other,than the master, both 
,being allk& subject to ~he same amount of punishment. . 
, 6. The points embraced In the fourth question being unconnected with tIle 

238. '0" magistrate's , 
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fil::Jglstrate's department, no answer thereto IS. I belIcH, expected from me. but 
WIth reference to the wlt'lh expre~secl by the India COmtnls<"l(I11 uf obtainIng mfor
mabon, especlall) m regard to the slaves lJl Malabctr, r dlInk I crtlmot do better 
than submit herewIth an extract from that part of Mr (;1(1;I11C':, Report WlllCh 
relate., to the subject, as It contains the most faIthful and full dccount of the 
slavery of this distnct ever written or pubhshtd. 

(Slglled) F. CLementson, 
Prmclpal Colledor and MaglFtrate. 

Malabar, f>rincipal Collector's Office, 
On CircUlt, Mathee1agum, 19 December 1835. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) F. Clementson, Prmcipal Collector. 

TilE RIght honourable the Governor in CounCll observes, that no rl'mJS"JOn of 
land revenue can be granted WIthout the authonty of the Government of lndla, 
but Ins LordshIp In CounCIl WIll be prepared to gIve comndeldtlOn to the mea
sure when submitted in a proper form. 

The Right honourable the Governor III CounCIl is satlsnecl the Board wIll 
watch the subject of the Improvement of the condltlOll of the Chermurs with that 
interebt wInch it emlnentlv menb;, and leave no aWLllable mCdW, untl'led for 
effecting that object. • 

(True copy.) 
(signed) H. Chamie?\ 

Fort St. George, 12 March 1839. Chief Secretary. 

(No. 206.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiatmg Secretary to the Government of India, 
to H. Ghamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of F01 t St. Geargc; 
dated 8 April 1839. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters or the 28th of 

February and the l~th of March last, with the papers which accompanied 
them. 

2. The President in Council requests that, with the permiSl'olO1l of the RiO'ht 
hon. the Governor in Council, you WIll furmsh him WIth a copy of ),Ir. Gra'rr~e"s 
Report made in 1822, of whIch mention is made by Mr. Clementson. 

3. HIS Honor in CouncIl will be glad to be kept acquainted, from time to 
time, WIth any further reports that may be made 011 the CherlllUls of Malabar, and 
with any measures that may be taken for the Improvement of their comhtlOn. 

I have, &e 
(SIgned) J. P. Grant, 

OfficIating Sceret.:'lry to the Govenuneut of IndIa. 
Fort Wilham, 8 April 1839. 

(No. 140.) 

From J. P. Gram" Esq. Officiatmg Secretary to the Government of India, to 
J. C C Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law CommissIOn; dated 
8 Aprtl1839. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the honourable the President 10 Councll to forward to you. 

to be latd before the Indian Law Commissionerfl, and to be eonsidered by them 
in connexion wlth the- general subject of slavery m India, the accompanymg 
papers, in OrIginal, from the Clllef Secretary to the Government of Fort St. 
George, respectmg the Chermurs or rustIC slaves m Malabm'. 

Letter from the Government of Fort St Geofl5e to 2 As connected wlth the above subject, I am 
the Honourable the Court of Dlrectors, dated 18th d1fected to forwald to you copies of the papers noted 
Aprll 1837, No.6, pala 25, lU the Revenue De- on the margm, relative to the emancl}mtlOll of the 
partmeRt. Government slaves in l\laldhar. 

_ 3. You 
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3. You wIll be pleased to return the ongmal papers Letter from the Honourable the Court of DIrectors to 
helewith srnt, when no longer lequired by the Com- the Gov_ernmentof}ort St George, dated 17th Aug 

• 1838, No l'.I, P,lr(l 17. In the Revenue Department IlllSSIOners. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) .T. P. Gr'ant, 
Officlatlllg Secretary to the Government of Indld. 

CounCIl Chamber, 8 April 1839. 

(No. 205.) 
From J P. Grant, E<;q. OffiCIating Secretary to the Government of Indw, to No.28. 

T H. 111addoc/c, Esq. OffiCIating Secretary to the Government of India with 
the Governor-general; dated t\ April 1839. 

SIr, 
\VITH reference to the 2d paragraph of your letter of the 25th February last LegIslatlve De

W the JudICIal Department, I am dIrected by the Honourable the President in partment. 
CounCIl to forward to you, for the informatIOn of the RIght hon. the Governor-
general of IndId, copie,,; of the letters from the Chief Secretary to the Govern-
ment of l~ol't At. GeOl ge, ddted 28th February and 12th March last, WIth their 
rebpcctIve Enclo~Ules, relative to the Chermurs or rustic slaves III Malabar. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) .T. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 
Fort WIlliam, 8 Apl'il1839. 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Hon. the PreSIdent of the CounCIl of 
Indta m Council in the Legislative Department; dated 8 July 1839. 

(No. 401.) 
From H Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St George, 

to.l P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of Indla; dated 
14 May 1839. 

SIr, 
Para. 1. I AM dm'cted by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to 

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th ultimo, No. 206, and to transmIt 
herewith a copy of Mr. Grmme s Report of the 14th January 1822, regardmg the 
Chermurs of Malabar 

2. I am also dilected to intimate that the WIshes of the Honourable the Pre
SIdent in Counell to be kept acquainted, from time to tIme, with any further 
reports that may be made on tIns subject, dud with any measures that may 
be taken for the Improvement of the condItIOn of the Cherrnurs, wIll be duly 
attended to I 1 & lave, c. 

(signed) H. Cliamier, 
Fort St. George, 14 May 1839. Chief Secretary 

(No. 284 ) 
From.l P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 

.I. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the IndIan Law Commission; dated 
8 July 1839. 

Sir, 
IN continuatIOn of my letter, No. 140, of the 8th April last, I am directed by 

the Honourable the PreSIdent III CouncIl to forward to you, to be laid before the 
Indian Law Commissioners, the accompanying Report by Mr Gneme, dated 
14 January 1822. I am, &c. 

(slgned) J. P. Grant, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

Council Chamber 8 July 1839. 
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-No.5.-
I 

KIDNAPPING of CHILDREN in ~ertain Maritime Districts under the Madras 
Presidency;-Seizure of a ~ative Brig atAladraswith 32 C~dren on board; 
Trial and Acquittal of the Parties. 

EX~RACT MARINE LETTER from Fort St. George, dated 17th December, 
No. 10, of 1839. 

In Cons. 5 Nov. 1839. No. Para. 3. 'Till!! beach, magistrate haling reported that he had 
" 12.. II caused the nacodah, or commander of a native 'brig, the Maydeen 
" !l~ D~c. ~ Bux, and certain other persons, to be placed in custody on a 

RtCOD~: 3".. charge of being concerned in. kidnapping children, with an intent 
Dy.toCone.l0" 11 of dealing with them as slaves; we instructed the advocate-general 
In Con&.. 10,." to advise.with Captain Biden as to the course proper to be pur .. 
KldnapPlIlg children. sued, with a view of bringing the parties to trial before the Supreme 

Court. Thirty-two children, stated to have been embarked at Calingapatam, 
and destined for Nagore, were discovered on board the brig, all of very tender 
age, none being more than ten, and some apparently only four years old. 

4. The Maydeen Bux has been detained in the Madras Roads, pending 
further proceedings; and as the crew were on shore for examination, &c. it 
became necessary, for her preservation, to engage a competent crew, who have 
been placedin her, under the command of the Government g'baut syrang. The 
children rescued from the vessel being in a very destitute condition, were pro .. 
vided with blankets, and are now under charge of the beach magistrate. 

S. As there appeared much reason to suspect, from an inquiry instituted by 
the beach magistrate, that other vessels were similarly engaged along the coast, 
particularly at Calingapatam, Vizagapatam, Bimlipatam, and Nagore, at the 
first of which ports children were believed to be kept in waiting for another 
vessel bound to Nagore, we caused the collectors and magistrates of the 
different maritime districts to be put in possession of the facts detailed, and 
instructed them to adopt measur~s for putting a stop to the traffic, and for the 
apprehension and punishment of persons concerned therein. 

6. We also reported the circumstance to his Excenency the Naval Com .. 
mander-in-chief, in order that measures might be adopted (in event of the 
charge being established) for the seizure of the brig, under the slave-dealing 
Acts S Geo. 4, cap. 113; his Excellency has, in reply, intimated to us that the 
necessary orders o~ the subject had been issued, and steps taken, with a view 
to the co~anders of H. M. ships in the Bay of Bengal keeping a look out for 
slave-trading vessels, and co-operating with the civil authorities on the coast in 
the suppression of this illicit traffic. . • 

EXT:RACT MARINE LETTER from Fort St. GevTge, dated 11th Fe~ruaryf 
c No.1, of 1840. 

In Cons. 24 Dec. 1839, Nos. 15.16, 19 and 20 Para. 2. IN that despatch, paras. 3 to 6, we re. 
In Dy. to Cons. 7 Jan. 1840, No,. 7 to 10. 11 
In Cons. 7 Jail. 1840, :Nos, l4 to 17. ported the detention of a native brig; the .l.lfaY·J 

" 14 Jail. " Nos. 16,17. 20 to !l3. deen Bux, and the confinement of her commander 
In Dy. to Cona. 21 Jan. 1840, No. and others, on a charge of kidnapping children, with 
In Cons.!ll Jan. 1840 , Nn. I an intent of deaung with them as slaves; we now 

.. !lB Jan. " No. 
In Dy. to CODS. 4 Feb. 1840, No. regret to state, that through an omission in the in-_ 
In Cons. 4 Feb. 1840, No. dictment, which reflects great discredit upon' the 

. person who drew' it up. the parties tried have been 
a~qUltt.ed: and as the advocate-general was of opinion that the judgment 
gtve~ III the case precluded any ulterior measures, we authorized the beach 
~~trate to adopt measures for sending back the witnesses to their respective 
distncts, and for the cij.sposal of the children taken from the vessel. 

, a.' Among 
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3. Among the extraordinary statements which this investigation has placed 
on record, your Honourable Court will observe" that from the, depositions of 
the corricopoly of the vessel, confirmed by his evidence in the Supreme Court, 
it appears that a number of children are sent away in native vessels from 
Nagore beyond sea, to countries eastward, and there sold to ,the Malays, ~or 
perhaps the Dutch; and as' it has been submitted that this traffic may extend 
along the coast of Sumatra from Bencoolen to Acheen, and probably to other 
places nearer to our settlements within the Straits of Malacca, we com
municated the citcumstance to the resident councillor at Penang, and 
requested that the subject might receive his attention, and that he would 
favour us with the result of his inquiries, in order that we might adopt such 
measures as might appear desirable. 

NO·5· 
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4. We have also requested the acting principal collector of Tanjore to make 
strict inquiries regarding the supposed traffic in. slaves from the northern ports 
to Nagore, and from thence to the eastward, and report the result for our 
information. 

JUDICIAL DESPATCH to Fort St. George, dated 16 September (No. 12) 1840. 

Paras. 3 to 6, Madras Marine Letter, dated 17 December (No. 10) 1839. 
2 to 4, -, - 11 February (No.1) 1840. 

Para. 1. FROM these communic~tions we learn that the owner and com- KIdnappIng young 
mander of a native brig Maydeen Bux, and other persons belonging to that chIldren 
vessel, were apprehended in Madras Roads, and brought to trial before the 
Supreme Court, on a charge of having kidnapped a number of young children, 
and of carrying them into slavery. Thirty-two children you state were dis-
covered on board the brig, all of very tender age, none being more than ten, 
and some apparently only four years old. The prisoners were acquitted in 
consequence of a flaw in the indictment, and no further proceedings could 
legally be instituted against them. 

2. This result is much to be regretted, and reflects great discredit on the law 
officers through whose negligence if occurred, an opinion which you will 
communicate to the advocate-general: 

3. Another vessel, Streevaslee Lutchmy, arrived about the saIIle time from v. 2, p. 66 
Rangoon, having ten young children Qn board, whom, though claimed by the 
people of the vessel as their own, the master-attendant believed to ha.ve been 
illegally brought away from their native country. From the difficulty and 
uncertainty which would attend any attempt to mak~ gqod a charge against 
the suspected parties, the master-attendant was restrained from doing more 
.than bind the nacoda or commander to be fort4coming"ounder a heavy penalty 
for one year. , 

4. From the information obtained by Captain Eiden, the master-attendant, 
whose exertions are entitled to praise, it appears to be a common ptactice for 
Choliah traders to take young children ,on board their vessE'ls at, the northern 
ports on the coast of Coromandel, and to conv~y them to Nagoi'e; and that V. II, p', I elZ. 

officer states that he has reason to believe that the children are sent away in ' 
native vessels from Nagore to the eastward, and there sold "to the Malays, or 
perhaps to th~ Dutch, and that this traffic extends along the coast of Sumatra 
from Bencoolen t.o Acheen, and proba~ly to ~ther places near to our settleJIlents, 
within the\ Straits of Malacca.' '" , 

5. We approve bf the instructions on the subject which you have issued to 
, the collectors of your maritime districts, as well as of the communication. 

addressed to the resident councillor at Penang. You will feel it to be in dis- • 
. pensably necessary that measures should ~e actively prosectlted to a successful 

result, both for ascertaining the extent (whether it may have been great or 
srtlall) to which this traffic has been carried, and for effectually suppressing it 
for the future.' 

, 6., We obs~,e with- much satisfaction that the late admiral on the Indian ~ 
station tendfred his cordial co-operation in putting an end to this species of 

238. ' \ ... ~ p slave , . 
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slave trade. The rule adopted at the suggestion of Captain Biden, that native 
vessels shall be searched at every port, must, if properly enforced, secure the 
attainment of that object. 

7. We desire that you will lose no time in reporting to us all further infor ... 
mation which you may procure on this interesting subject, as 'well as all 
measures which may be taken for the entire and effectual suppression of the -
practice which has been brought to light. 

London, 16 Septembet' 1840. 
-~ 

We ar~, &c. _ 

(signed) W. B. Ba!Jle;. 
G. LlJall. 
~c. &c. 

JUDICIAL DESPATCH to India, dated 16 September (No. IS) 1840. 

Kldnappmg young WE transmit to you copy of a despatch addressed by us to the government 
children of Fort St. George, respecting a practice of carrying young children into slavery, 
~os 12, da:ed which has been discovered to prevail in some of the maritime districts subject 
1 ept 1 4

0
• to that presidency, and we have to desire that your a~ention may be directed 

No 11. 

to the subject. 

(signed) 
We are, &c. 

W. B. Ba!JleJJ. 
G. Lyall. 

. . 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARIN~ CONSULTATION of 5 November 1839. 

Read the following Letter from Captain Chris. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to the 
the Secretary to Government, dated 4 November 1839. 

Sir, 
l HAVE the honour to enclose the copy of a letter which I have addressed to 

the Company's solicitor. . 
The subject is of such vast importance; and requires such immediate atten

tion, that I have considered it my duty to adopt this course of proceeding 
without loss of time. 

The detention of a vessel at this season of the year can. .only be justified 
under such extraordinary circumstances as those. detailed in my letter to the 
Company's solicitor, and I shall ~uggest to him the expediency of permitting 
the brig t.o depart after an examination of her crew, if consistent with the • 
ends of justice. ' 

Ullder aU these circumstanc~s, I am most anxious to be relieved .from the 
responsibility I have undertaken, by receiving the orders of the Right honour 
able the Governor in Council for lIly guida.nce. 

Madras, Marine P.olice-office, 
4 November 1839 . .. 

I have, &c. ' 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 
Beac~ Magistrate. 

, . 

To A. Rowlandson, Esq. .,. 
Sir, ~.. . 

As ~lr. Ros~, the Company's s.olicitor, is ,prevented by severe illness from 
attendmq at hls office, I have the honour t.o acquaint you that I have taken 

~ and detamed in custody the nacodah of the native brio- Maydeen Dux, and 
several other persons implicated with him on suspicion I:).of their being con
cerned. in ki<;lnapping children under. 1 0 y~s ~f age, probably with an intent 
of dealing WIth them as slaves. 
~~ the evidence adduced before lIle iIi "support of these charges, I am of 

opmlon. that th~y are well grounded, and I feel it my duty to' solicit your ¢vice 
and asSlstance lU a case .of such vast importance to the public interest. : 

·Smce 
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Since the last examination of witnesses on Saturday the 2d instant, at five 
P.M., when 10 children were taken by the marine police and 12 by the general 
police, four more children have been found by the general police peons, and 
are identified with the same parties. I have therefore taken upon myself the 
responsibility of detaining the brig, although her port clearance has been 
obtained, because I consider further evidence can be obtained from her crew, 
and as the Maydeen Bux is sailing under British coloW'S, it is probable that 
vessel may be liable to condemnation. 

Under these circumstances I shall feel obliged if you will favour me with an 
interview, that we may adopt such immediate measures as may be deemed 
expedient, especially as the detention of the brig is of consequence durIng this 
unsettled weather. 

Madras, Marine Police-office, 
4 November 1839. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Chm. B~den, 

(A true copy.) 
(signed) 

Beach Magistrate. 

-
Chris. Bzden, 

Beach Magistrate. 

Ordered that the following Letters be dispatched:-

From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 282) to the Advocate-general, dated 
5 November, 1839. 

Sk, • 
I AM dkected by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 

to you the accompanying copies of a letter and its enclo sure from th(' beach 
magistrate, and to request that you will advise that offic er as to the course 
which he should pursue in the case therein reported. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Robert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, 5 November 18,39. Sec. to Government 

From Mr: Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 281) to the Beach Magistrate, 
dated 5 November 1839. 

Sir, 
I AM dkected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, 

and to state that the Right honourable the Govern6r in Council entirely 
approves of the course which you have adopted in detaining the brig l\Iaydeen 
Bux, but deems it right that you' should apprise the advocate-general of the 
danger which -she may incur from remaining 111 the Madras Roads at this seasan 
of the year, and of the manner in which she is manned and found, in order 
that he may bring the subject to the notice of the authority competent to pass 
orders for her due protection. 

A copy of a. communication which has been addressed to the advocate
general on tp,e, subject of your letter under aclIDowledgment, is ~nexed for 
your information. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Robert Clerk, ' 

Fort St. Georg~, 5 November 1839. " Sec. to Government. 

No, 5. 
MA.DRAS. 

No. u. 

No. 13 

EXT~ACT, Fort St. George, MARINE DIARY to CoNSULTATION of ~ NO.7. 
12 November 1839. 

lleceived the following Letter from Captain Chris. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to 
, the Chief Secretary to Government, dated S November 1839. 

Sir, ... 
I l{A VE 'the honour to acquaint you that since the receipt of your letter of 

the 5th instant, and, : with reference to the copy of a letter to the advoca.te- • 
general euclosed therewith, I have been in communication with him respecting 
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the charges alleged against the nacoda, the passengers' and crew of the brig 
'Maydeen Bux, the seizure of that vessel, and the risk attending her detention 
in these roads at this season of the year. ' "I' " "", " 

The advocate-general is of opinion that every precaution should be used to 
ensure the safety of the Maydeen Bux, and' that if a good opportunity should 
offer, it may be advisable to remove her to a more secure anchorage; I am of. 
opinion that Tl'incomalee affords the only' safe and eligible 'harbour at this 
season of the year, but being to leeward of N agore. whence. the l\:Iaydeen Bux 
is bound, in the event of her release the loss of a season' to her owners must 
arise if she was sent under the order's of Government to that port., . 

Under these circumstance's I have, with the advice and opinion of the advo
cate.general, adopted the best measures in my power for the securityanuafety 
of the brig at her present anchorage. 

• I have transmitted to the Collector of Ganjam and Vizagapatam a summary 
of the evidence, and the deposition of the children, with a muster-roU descrip
tive of each child, together with all the information I have obtained regarding 
the custody of the nacoda, and the criminal acts charged against himself and 
others, and have requested that they will direct the most rigid search and 
inquiry on the subject throughout their jurisdiction. Pending thlS inquiry I will 
exert every possible means to ensure the safety of the Maydeen Bux. 

The ghaut syrang, a good tendal, and 15 Lascars, .with tw~ marine police 
peons, a.re now on board and have charge of her. I v.'1sh, as ~ ~ntive mea
sure, to supply her with a spare anchor and cable; the marine stv ... es can supply 
the anchor, but I am anxious to obtain the sanction of Government to procure 
a IS-inch coir cable, which can be obtained by an indent on the Commissary
general. 

1 have, &c. 
Madras Marine Police-office, 

8 November 1839. .. 
Chris. Bid,n, 

Beach Magistrate. 
(sIgned) 

(No. 291.) 

THE Right ltonourable ~he Governor in Council approves of the proceedings 
of the beach magistrate reported in the ~hove letter, and authorises the Com
missary-general to supply that officer.with a l3-inch c,?ir cable for the use of 
the brig Maydeen Bux. • ~ 

(By order) 
(signed) Rohert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, 9 November 1839. ,Sec:retary, t9 G9vernment. 

'/ I ,f , , 
,~ , 

Received the following Letter from George No~to1J., Esq. Advocate-general, to 
the Secretary tn Government in .the Marine Department, dated 6 NQvember 
1839. ' 

Sir, , 
I HAVE the honour t6 r~portJ for the information of the Right honourable 

~he Governor in Council., that an inquirY is now proceeding at the Police-office 
m!o Il; case of e:ctensive "lave dealing carried 1>n by sea, and at various ports of 
thIS SIde of Indla,1>y a vessel now in the roads pwned and navigated by Mussul
men. ' The slave~ discovered on board are all of very tender age,' none being 
above seven or elgh~ years old, and. 'some apparently no mote than four years 
old. " 

Upon learning the matter from a personal communication of the magistrate, 
t~e master-atten~ant (who is 'conducting this inquiry), I judged it expedient, 
wlthout loss of hme, to instruct Mr. Rowlandson, the solicitor,. who is the 
p~rtner of the .Hon~:)Urable C9mp8JJY's acting solicitor, at present, confin~d to 
hls. bed by senous Illness, to wait on the magistrates and offer his profeSSIonal 
ass~stance (in the p~ace o~the Honourable Company's' solicitor) in the inve~ti
fSatlon now proceeding; and, subject to the sanction of Government, I conceIve 
It a very. fit case (shOUld there appear eventually ground for committing any of 
the partIes charged for trial in the Supreme Court), for a public prosecution by 
the law officers of Government. ' ,. . 

At , , 
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At the same time it appears fit that I should recall to the consideratioh of the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council~ that under the instructions 9f the 
supreme Government of India communicated to the Chief Secretary in the ,letter 
of the Secretary to that Government of 9th September last, for the informa.tion 
'of this Government (and which were forwarded to me under the Minutes of 
Consultation of 10th ultimo, No. 801), the Government of India has directed, 
" that it should rest entirely with the honourable J udges~ on peJ)Usal of the 
depositions, to determine in what cases of those sent up by th~ magistrates in 
which no counsel has been retained for the prosecution, the 'services pf the 
Government officers should be employed on the part of the Crown." 

If this rule should be strictly enforced, l !lhould be premature in thus, antici
pating the opinion of the honourable Judges. But I conceive it must be obvious, 
on consideration, that not only in this, but in all other cases, the professional 
assistance, which is chiefly valuable towards, conducting the jnvestigation) 
seeking the available evidence, and .maturing the case for counsel's instruction, 
will be lost, and that any directio:J;l which may come from the honourable 

,Judges, after they shall have considered of, the depositions, will generally come 
too late for the law officers' conducting, the prosecution with -due efficiency. 
Moreover, as neither they, nor the Judges themselves., will have,had any oppor
tunity whatever of learnipg the real, merits of the case, save as far as may 
appear from th~ ilepositions, the ,duty of counsel will, as I apprehend, be con
fined merely to the tenor of these: de:positions and the law as arising therefrom, 
both as regards addressing the jury or the court, and the examinatioll of the 
witnesses at the trial. , 

With regard to the only other occasions iIJ, which the law officers of Govern
ment, under the above instructions, are to interfere in aid of the prosecution, 
namely, "when counsel for the defence happen to be retained," I would crave 
to submit for consideration that the effect of this rule will assuredly be, 
that the law officers ~l never know of such retaining of ~ounsel for the 
defence until the very eve of the trial being called on, when those officers w40 
are to conduct the prosecution 'Will never know more of the merits of the case 
than the depositions disclose, and hardly have time indeed to ~scertain the 
purport of the depositions themselves. I 

I trhst I shalf be held excused, if I bav~ been' led out of my proper course in 
noticing thus much; but it seemed to roe, at an'events, necessary that I should 
explain to Government some grounds for· m.y' devia.ting in the present instance 
n-orn the instructions forwarded to me. 

1 have, &c. 
(signed) George Norton, 

Fort St. George, 5 November 1839. r - Advocate-geheral. 

P. S.-The above was written previous to the-receipt of your letter of yester
day's date. I beg now to addJ that upon subsequent communication with the 
beach magistrate, there appears much 'reason t() suspect that other vessels are 
engaged in slave trafficking along the coast,' and particularly at Calingapatam, 
Vizagapatam, Bimlipatam, and N agore, at the first of which ports children are 
now believed to be kept in waiting for another vessel, which is bound to 
Nagore. I beg therefore to suggest, that all theauthOlities on the coast should 
be immediately apprised of this, and directed to take measures accordingly. 

Under, the slave-dealing Act, 5 Geo. 4, c. 113, this vessel and her cargo 
will (in case th~ slare, dealing shall be established) be forfeited, and she may 
possibly be so also under the Registry ,Acts. But there at;e none- but the 
governors of Her Majesty's colonies, or their deputed officers, or Her Majesty's 
naval or military officers, who are competent to seize such forfeitures, and they 
~must be condemned in some Vice-admiralty Court. , That jurisdiction, it has 
been decided by the court here, does not exist at this presidency, for want of 
renewal of the commission to,the chief justice. Under these circumstances, it 
appears to me expedient that prompt notice should be sent to naval officers 
nearest to Madras, and also to the admir,al o( the station. In the meantime, 
I have under my consideration' by w;hat course the vessel, may ,legally be 
detained here or elsewhere. • I , 

6 November 1839. ' 
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tio CORRESPONDENCE ON THE StAVE TRADE, • 

Sent the fonowing Let~ers :-t 
I, • 

From Government (No. 293) to His Excellency Rear-Admiral the Honourable 
.sir F. L. 1f;Iaitland, K.e.B. Naval Commander-in-Cbief, dated 11th Novem.
ber 1839. 

I 

Sir,.. ' 
,VE have the honour to transmit copy of a letter received from the beach 

magistrate at Madras, reporting the apprehension of the nacodah of a native 
brig, the Maideen Bux, ,?n a charge oC being concerned in slave-~ealing, with 
an extract from the opimon of the Advocate-general on the case, m order that 
your Excellency ma~ ~opt such measures as m~y appear. proper in respect to 
the seizure of tbe bng, m event of the charge bemg established. 

2. The collectors aJld magistrates of the different maritime districts have 
been instructed to adopt measures to' put a stop to the traffic in slaves which is 
stated to exist on this coast, and for the apprehension and punishment of 
persons concerned therein, and we trust that your Excellency will be pleased to' 
direct the officers under your command on this station to co-operate With the 
local authorities in carrying intO' effect the above order. 

We have,.&c. 
(signed) Elphinstone. 

Fort St. George, 11 November 1839. John Bird. 

'From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 292) to the Collector aJld Magistrate (If 
Vizagapatam, dated 11 November 1839. 

Sir, 
THE nacodah of the native brig Maydeen Bux has been apprehended at 

this port, upon a charge of being concerned in slave dealing, and as it has been 
brought to the notice of Government that there is much reason to suspect that 
other vessels are engaged in slave trafficking along the coast, and particularly at 
Calingapatam, Vizagapatam, Bimlipatam, and Nagore (at the first of which 
ports children are now believed to be kept in waiting for an opportunity of ship:. 
ment to Nagore), I am directed by the Right hon. the Governor in COUlicil to 
request thut you will adopt measures for putting a stop to this traffic, and for 
the apprehension and punishment of persons concerned therein. _ 

I have, &c-. 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 
Fort St. George, ll·November 1839. Secretary to Government. 

The same to the collectors and magistrates of Ganjam, Rajahmundry, Masu-
lipatam, South Areot, Tanjore, Tinnevelly, Malabar,. and Canara. , 

\ ~ T ; ... 
Received the follOwing Letter from Captain Ck'r'tstopher Biden, Beaca Magis

trate, to the Chief Secretary to Government; dated 7 November 1839. 
Sir, , .. 

~ HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that I have taken ,under my care the 
c~dren rescued from the nacodah, and other persons belonging to the nativ~ 
bng Maydeen Bux; their condition is so destitute of all' comfort that I have 
to ~equest the Government will be pleased to allow a supply of blankets for 
thew use.' . 

There ar~ ~8 children unde~ s~spieion of being kidn~pped, and four other 
boys of a SImilar age and descnptlon, under my protection, who are supposed to 
belong to the brig, and they equally demand my care. 

I have, &c. ~ 

.. (signed) Christop/ter Diden, . 
r .~ Beach Magistrat,e. Madras, Marine Police-office 

• 7 November 1839. ' 
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{No. 295.) 

THE Right hon. the Governor in Council authorizes the beach magistrate to 
supply the requisite number of cumblies for the use of the'children and boys 
mentioned in the foregoing letter, and to 'charge their cost in a contingent 
bill. 

(By order.) 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 
Fort St. George, 11 November 1839. Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE CONSULTATION of 26 November 1839. 

- Read the following Letter from Captain Christopher Biden, Beach Magistrate, 
• to the Secretary to Government, dated 22 November 1839. 

, I 

Sir, 
I lIA VE the honour to enclose for your information, copy of a letter I have 

just received from the collector and magistrate of Ganjam, in reply to my letter 
relative to the children rescued from the nacoda and other persons belonging 
to the Maydeen Bux. 

I am now endeavouring to obtain the information required, by a further 
examination of the children, and will. transmit the same to Mr. Bannerman by 
this day's post. 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that on the 16th instant I forwarded some 
important evidence to the ~onector of Vizagapatam, which 1 have every reason 
to beheve will lead to further information and disclosures touching this affair, 
and to assure you that I will follow up the inquiry with every exertion and 
endeavour on my part to meet the ends of justice. 

Madras, Marine Police-office, 
22 November 1839. 

(No. 271.) 

I have, &c. 

(signed) ,Christopher Btden~ 
Beach Magi~trat~ _ ~ 

To C. Biden"Esq., Master Attendant and Beach Magistrate, )Jfadras. 

Sir, 
I ilA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 5th 

instant, with its several enclosures, which just now reached me, on the subject 
of the children who have been shipped from the port of Calingapatarn, in this 
district, on the native brig Maydeen Bux. 

I have sent instructions to my head assistant, who is at present in the neigh
bourhood, to proceed to Calingapatam, and institute an inquiry into the case, 
with the View of obtaining information in respect to the transaction, and such 
corroborative evidence as may be made available towards tl$ ~nviction of the 
offending parties. 

From the descriptive roll which accompanied your 1etter, it would appear 
that a number of the children came from the neighbourhood of Vizagapatam ; 
but ih most cases the names of the village$ to which the parents of the'chi1~ 
dren belong are not mentioned. I have communicated copy .of the examina. 
tion alluded to in the 4th paragraph of your letter to the magistrate of Viza
gapatam, with a request that he' will ascertain whether the statement made 
by the boy is correct. It seems also to me desirable that I should be furnished 
by you with the names of the several villages to which the children respec
tively belong, in order thatthe parents may bE! traced, and information obtained 
in respect to the circumstances under which the children may have been 
enticeq or kidnapped from their houses. 
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I have given directions for the se:u-ch of suspic~ous vessels, sailing from the 
rts' this district, as suO"gested In the concluding paragraph ~f your letter, 

~~d I 1:hall have the honou:' of communicating the result at a futute period. . 
I have, &c. . 

(signed) R. A. Bannerman, 
Collector and Magistrate. Ganjam District, Magistrate's Office, 

Purlah Remedy, 13 Nov. 1839. 
(A true copy.) 

(signed) Chris. B iaen, 
Beach Magistrate. 

Ordered, that'the foregoing letter be recorded. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE DIARY to CONSULTATION of 3d Dec. 1839. 

Received the following Letter from Captain Chris. Eiden, Beach Magistrate,. 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 27 November 1839. 

W~.;; reference to your letter of the 5th instant, I have the honour to fOf
ward herewith a bill on the East India Company, am.?unting to Company's 
rupees 176. 4., being the amount due to the sea LasC!l's whom I engaged to 
take charge of the Maydeen Bux, and request you will be pleased to obtain the 
sanction of Government for the payment of the same. 

I beg further to state that I deemed it necessary to engage a competent 
crew for the Maydeen Dux, on a monthly salary, which I have already done, 
and have placed them under the command of the Government ghaut syrang. 

Madras, Marine Police-office, 
27 November 1839. 

(No. 322.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Beach Magistrate. 

THE lt1ght honourable the Governor in Council sanction~ the bill received 
with the above letter, for the hire of native sea Lascars to take charge of the 
Maydeen Bux, amounting to rupees 176.4. (one hundred and seventy-six, and 
annas four.) 

(By order.) 
Fort St. George, 30 Nov. 1839. (signed) Robert Clerh, 

Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE CONSULTATION of 3d December 1839. 

Read the folloWing Letter (No. 14) from his Excellencv Rear-Admiral the 
Honourable Sir Fred. L. Jl.faitland, X.C.B., Naval Commander-in-Chief, to. 
his E~cellency' the Right honourable Lord Elpkinstone, Governor in Council, 
&c. &c. &c.1tfaaras, dated 21st November 1839. 

My Lord, , 
I HAVE the hont9Ur to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship'S letter in 

Council of the II th instant, with its enclosures, upon the subject of the 
detention of a vessel called the Maideen Bux under the slave laws, and 
requesti~g the co-operation of Her Majesty's ships under my ordtTs in the 
suppres~lOn of a sla~e trade ,,:hich appears to exist on the eastern sid,e ?f 
the p~nmsula of Indi!1; and; In reply, I beg to acquaint yout Lordshjp In 

C~uncil that I have ~s d~y s~t orders to Captain Bethune, of Her Majesty's 
shIp Conway, to awrut hls -arrIval at Madras (where he may be now daily 
expect~d from the Tenasserim coast)J or to the senior officer of Her Majes
ty s .fj}rips a.nd vessels that .1I!ay happen to be at that presidency, to com
mUnIcate WIth y~>ur Lordship s Government upon the subject, and to ,adopt 
such measures WIth regard to the vessel alluded to and for the suppression of 
the slave trade in -question, as'may appear to hi.lh to be legal and advisable, 
and recommended by the law officers of the Government, and also to .call the 

attention 
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attention thereto of the captains or commanders of any of Her Majesty's ships he 
may meet in the J3ay pf Bengal, in order to their keeping a look-out for 
vessels of the above description. and co.-operating with the civil authorities ,on,' 
the coast, as occasions may occur, whilst employed on that side of IndIa. 

And 1 beg to assure your Lordship in Council that everything in my power 
shall be done to put a stop to the illicit traffic represented in your Lordship's 
communication above-mentioned. , 

J have &c. 
(signed) Fred. L. Maitland, Rear-Admiral 

Wellesley, in Bombay Harbour, 
21 November 1839. 

(No. 326.} 

and Commander-in-Chief. 

1. RESOLVED, that a copy of the above letter be furnished to the Marine 
Board, for their infonnation, and that they be requested to cause the packet 
therein mentioned to be delivered to Captain Bethune, or the commander of 
the first vessel in Her Majesty's service which may enter the Madras Roads. 

2. Resolved, that a copy of the letter from his Excellency the Naval Com
mander-in-chief be tr~smitted to the advocate-general, in reference to his 
communication of the ~tll ultimo. 

(By order.) 
(signed) Robert Clerk~ 

Fort St. George, 3 DecembeJ: 1839. SecY to Government. 

EXTRACT Fort St. George, MARINE DIARY to CONSULTATION of 
lOth December 1839. 

Received the following Letter from Captain Chris. Riden, Beach Magistr'ate, 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 4 December 1839. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for the infonnation of the Right honourable 

the Governor in Council, copy of a letter, with its enclosure, whIch I have this 
day received from the collector of Ganjam. 

The infonnation which these letters convey corroborate such material points 
of the evidence adduced before me against the owner, the nacoda .. and other 
persons, lately belonging to the Maydeen Bux, and IlOW in custody under a 
charge of piracy and felony, that I consider these offences can be clearly 
proved against them. 

1 will forthwith communicate this further intelligence to the advocat.e
general, and lose no time in acquainting the collector of Ganjam whether in 
his the advocate-general's opinion it is necessary to have any of the witnesses 
alluded to in these reports brought to the presidency to give evidence in sup
port of the prosecution. 

I have, &c. 
Madras, Marine Police-office, 

4 December 1839. 
~ (signed) Chris. Biden. 

Beach Magistrate. 
• 

(No. 288.) 
To the Master Attendant and Beach Magistrate, Madras. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 5th, and to my communication to your 

address dated the 13tn instant, I have the honour to transmit for your infor
mation, copy of at letter l'eceived from my head assistant, reporting the result 
of his inquiry intO' the. circumstances connected with the recent shipment of 
children from the port- of Calingapatam, on ,board the native brig Maydeen 
BUL - . ' I 

From Mr. Conway's letter, you will observe that the embarkation of the 
<:hildren all 'board that vessel by the nacodah and others belonging to the brig, 
, .238. Q can 
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be proved by a number of individuals who have been examined, .and the· 
ca~stance of whose' declarations is stated in Mr. Conway's letter;, but the fact 
~~ the children having been conveyed' away from thence, with a view to their 
being introduced at Nagore or elsewhere. as slaves, can, I presume, b~ suffi
ciently established by evidence already avaIlable at MaC!ras, 'if further ~'\1J.dence 
on that head should be required. One or m?re of the persons mentIOned in 
Mr. Conway's letter might be produced as WItnesses. To support a charge of 
kidnapping however, I conceive it would be necessary to adduce such evidence 
as would ;how that the' possession -of, the children was improperly ~)Ltained 
either by force or fraud, by the parties in whose custody t~ey have .been found ~ 
but as the children do not appear to have been procured ln the neIghbourhood 

• of Calingapatam or from any pl~es within the ~mits of this district, it ha.~ 
:bot been practicable to ascertam under what CIrcumstances they may have 
CDIne into the possession of the Choliahs. It seems probable that most of the 
children have been brought from the Vizagapatam district, where much dis~ 
tress was experienced during the past season; but if the names of the villages 
to which the parents of the children belong can be ascertained, as suggested in
my letter of the ,13th ,instant, the means would be afforded of prosecuting the 
ipquiry with more effect. -

It would be observed that the head assistant magistrate has communicated 
to the magistrate of the Vi:tagapatam district such part of the examinatigns 
taken by him as seemed calculated to assist Mr. Arbu.thnot in the inquiries 
he may have instituted into the case, with the result of 'which I conclude he' 
will acquaint you. 

Measures have been adopted to prevent the embarkation on vessels touching 
at or sailing from the ports in this district, of children or young persons not 
belonging to such vessels. 

I have, &c. 
" 'Ganjam District, 

Magistrate's-offic~, Purlah Remedy, 
(signed) R. A. Bannerman, 

, ' Magistrate. 

Sir, 

27 November 1839. 
" 

" 

" ' 

(A true topy.) 
(signed) Chris. Biden~ 

Beach Magistrate. 

To the Magistrate .of Ganjam. 

I HAl> the hon,our to receive on' Friday last at Chicacole your letter of the 
13th instant, fo:rwarding for my information an original letter with its enclosures, 
from the beach magistrate at Madras~ and requesting me to' institute an inquiry 
jnto a case qf a n;umber of young children having been shipped from Calinga.
patam, on board' the native brig MoydeEm Bux, which sailed from that port 
about the beginning of last month. _ 

A number of paupers find relief at Chicacole, by the charitable, exertions 
of the resident missionary, Mr. Dawson, who is assisted by-subscriptions re
ceived from the European and native inhabitants at the'station, and as I W41S 

aware that many of those unfortunate people had emigrated from the Vizaga
patam district in consequence of the scarcity, and as many of the children 
refel1'ed to have come from that neighbourhood, I thought that I might pro
bably obtain, through their means, some information in respect to the transac
tion under notice, or that I might by chance find amongst them the parents of 
some of the children; with this view, I got the list, containinO' the names of 
the ch}ldren ~d of th~ir pare~ts, t.aken to the place where they are fed. I 
fruled m obtammg any mformatIOn direct from them, but it happened that there 
was present a peon, who has been permitted to assist in distributing the alms 
to those people, who mentioned that an orphan child, by name Modena Saib, of 

.It 1$ not Improhabl«: that the bllY, the Toonee' Pikarowpett, 1n the 'Vizagapatam district, had 
thud In the second sheet of the hbt, is tbe been fed for some time at this asylum, and had been taken 
oue hf:re alluded to, and that In glVmg Has. away by some Cholia people (names unknown) ; he saw the 
Ilem Saib as hiS former and present name, he boy in the town of Chicacole, with his head shaved, in 
has not understood the questIOn rut to him' h d 
tbl' Ilge and height nollced m,the het agre~ t e company of the above~mentioned people, who ha 

Itll thaI given by the peon. with them three or four other children, and on his asking 
the boy why he had ceased to come for his food at the 

charitable 
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-charitable institution, he told him that ,the Cholia people had offered'to take 
better care of him, and that he wished to ~o with them. The peon learnt from 
the Cholia people. that tl}.ey belonged to Nagore, and were proceeding at that 
time towards Berhampore; and he informed me that strangers of th~ Cholia 
,caste, in passing through Chicacole, usua,lly lodged in the house of a person 
named Meera Saib. I accordingly !lent for Meerah Saib, and he has stated 
that Tambuham, the, nacoda of the befort:-mentioned brig" lodged in his 
house for two months, he (the nacoda) having come to' Chicacole for the pur
pose of Qisposing of part of the cargo of his vessel; that several of the crew, &c. ' 
had accompanied him, and some of them had gone to Bimlipatam for a short 
time, and returned bringing with them four children, which the nacoda and 
crew proceeded with to Calingapatam, they~ after they were brought into his 
house: he states he does not know how they were procured,. but they were not 
of his caste, and without hesitation. informed me 'that two Cholia people had 
that very morning brought with them from Bimlipatam two, cluldren of the 
same description. 

On examining the two, persons above alluded to, as to how they becam~ 
possessed of the children in qlJestion" they state that their parents brought 
them to them at Bimlipatam, and begged them to take them, and in retul1l 
they gave a few rupees. One of, the children i$ a, girl of about seven years, 
and the other a boy of a~out five years of age;, they have mentioned their own 
names and that of their. relations and villages, aJ,ld corroborate the statement 
made by the Choha people. I hav~ sent copies of ,the pro~eedings taken 
by me in the above Jpatter to the magistrate of Vizagapatam for his informa
tion; and I have informed him that the parties will be detained at Chicacole, 
pendmg his wishes in respect to their disposal" 

On arriving at Calingapatam on Saturday morning; I sent for two Cholia 
people who I understood to be residing in the village, and I discovered they 
had under their protection three children which they had obtained under -
somewhat similar circumstances; two of these children are very young, blJt 
from the inquiries I have made, I have no doubt but thl:J,t they have adopted 
them in consequence of their friendless and destitute state. One of the -above 
children has been about a year, and the ot1;ter three or four months with them; 
the third is a lad about 14 or 15 years of age; his father and mother, it appears, 
belonged to the village of Calingapatam, and died when he was three years old, 
since which he has been adopted into the family of one of the Cholia people, 
above-mentioned, has never left the yillage, and haa adopted their dress and 
caste. 

The nacoda of the brig Moydeen Bee, during, the period his vessel, was 
detained a1£ this port, rented an) empty house from the Cholia people above 
mentioned, and his crew and some of the passf'ngers rented houses from other 
parties here. These parties !law, tht) children, before they were shipped, and 
would seem to have been aware that thE:Y had been brought from Bimlipatam. 
The barber of the village states, he shaved the heads of 10 or 15 children, of 
various· castes, at the house rented by the nacoda, and if requll'ed would no 
doubt be able to recognise some of the childre~ The owner and tindals of 
six boats, speak to "-having taken on board the whole party, and each boat 
carried from three to five children. One party mentions, that the day after 
the children were shipped a person, by name Syad Saw, took about 10 children 
with him to Bimlipatam, which account corroborates what the boy Hossum 
Ally, alias Cossee Unna, has stated, viz. that there wer~ 14 children left 
behind to be shipped by another opportunity, and I imagine they have been 
shipped from Bimhpatam, or are there still; this circumstanre I have commu
nicated to the magistrate of Vizagapatam. 

I examined the two Cholia yeople, and the agent of the vessel, in the hope 
of obtaining some information from them as to the object these children are 
required for, but they answered very reluctantly and equivocally all the questions 
put to them, and I fancy the fact of their having been so intimately connected 
with the nacoda and his party is the cause of their being unwilling to com
municate any lnformation which they probably are possessed of. The sea 
custom goomastah states, that he saw the children, but that having been told 
by the nacoda and others that they were part of their families, which they 
brought from Bimlipatam, he had no suspicion of there being anything improper 
or requiring to be reported. ' 
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I am inclined to think that the children have not been procured in this~ 
neighbourhood, and were brought at int~rvals, and t~at they hav~ been ?btained 
by the exertions of the nacoda and his crew, unaIded by resIdents In these" 
parts, and if ~he above c.ircumstan_ces do not B:ffor~ evidence of the ,?oture 
required to brmg the partles now at Madras to Justlce, that further eVidence 
ean only be obtained by the Vizagapatam magistrate. I understand during the 
famine which prevailed in the -northern districts in 1832-33, a number of 
children, obtained under similar circumstances to the present, were discovered 
at Masulipatam, and the" parties, who ~ere Cholia people also, were brought 
to trial before the court of that zillah, but the F9ujdaree Adawlut, in their pro
ceedings under date the 17th September 1839, have declared that the sale o~ 
the child in the provinces, in It. season of famine, is not punishable by the 
Mahomedan law, and judging by the account given by the children, and the 
present appearance of the circumstance under which children came into their 
possession, I am of opinion it will be found that the poverty and distress 
which is prevailing, has occasioned the unnatural disposal of the children by 
their parents, or in other cases that their orphan and destitute state has led 
children to accept the protection of these Cholia people, and under these 
cjrcumstances that there will be a difficulty in bringing to punishment any 
parties We may apprehend who have ~he children of others in their possession; 
but if it is apprehended that advantage is taken by these Cholia people to 
procure children in times of scarcity, with a view of subjecting them in their 
country to slavery,. I would venture to point out the facilities open to them for 
effecting their necessary object, so long as the unfortunate parents or destitute 
childl'f'n can find no other asylum. 

There are now a number of miserable objects at Chicacole which the charita
ble institution established there has been the means of drawing to that point, 
but on the removal of the court from Chicacole, the means now at the disposal 
of the missionary alluded to will be withdrawn, and unless these unfortunate 
people are relieved by the bounty of Government, their state will be miserable. 
I would therefore take this opportunity of recommending some steps to be 
adopted for their relief. 

I,have,issued the necessary orders to the officers at the several ports along 
the coast for preventing any children being shipped therefrom, and I request 
to. be informed wbat you wish to be done with the children here and at Chica
cole, found in the possession of the Cholia people above-mentioned, and also 
with any others who may be recovered from persons who have obtained them 
under similar circumstances. 

Calingapatam, 
21 November 183!l. 

14' 

I have, &c. 
(signed) T. Conway, 

Head Asst Magistrate. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) 

(A true copy.) 
(signed) 

R. A.. Bannerman, 
M8.0oistrate. 

CMU. Biden, 
Beach Magistrate. 

Sent the following Letter from Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 330) to the 
M§,gistrate of Ga'fljam, dated 6 December 1839. ' 

Sir, 
-- THE beach magistrate at Madras having furnished the Government with 

copies of his correspondence with you relative to children which appear to have 
b~en taken on board a vessel at the northern ports, for the purpose of being 
disposed of as slaves, I am directed to inform you that the Right honourable 
t~e Governor in Council attaches great importance to the thorough investiga
ti?n of the subject, and that it is requisite prompt information should be fur .... 
DIshed, as the brig Maydeen Bux, in which certain children were discovered,. 
is detained pending the inquiry. 

I have, &c. 
Fort St. George, (signed) Robert Clerk, 

6 December 1839. SecY to Government. 

The same to the' magistrate of Vizagapatam • 

• 
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ExTRACT, Fort St. Gem-ge,.MARINE CONSULTATION of 10th December 1839. 

Read the following Letter (No. 70) from R. A.. Bannerman, Esq. Collector and 
Magistrate of Ganjam, to the Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, 
dated 29 November 1839. 

Sir, 
I HA VIi: the honour to acknowledge the receipt of lOur letter of the 11 th 

instant, and beg to state that I had previously receive a. communication from 
the master-attendant and beach magistrate at Madras, on the subject of the 
transaction in which the nacodah of the native brig Moydeen Bux is i,rnplicated, 
and, in consequence, I had deputed by head assistant to institute an inquiry 
into the case. 

It appears that about the beginning of last month between 20 and 30 children 
were ;;hipped at the port of Calingapatam on board the Moydeen Bux, by the 
nacodah and others belonging to the vessel, whom there is reason to believe 
they had procured in the adjoining district of Vizagapatam, in which consider
able distress, the government will be aware, prevailed during the past season. 
None of these children appear to have been obtained from places within tlle 
limits of this district; and, consequently, it has not been practicable for me to 
ascertain under what circumstances they came into the possession of the 
Choliah people; but it is, I think, to be apprehended that in some instances 

'poverty and distress may ha'Ve led to the disposal of children by their parents, 
and in many other cases that their orphan and destltute state may have led the 
children to accept the protection of whoever offered them the means of sub
sistence. 

I have communicated the particulars of the information obtained in respect 
to the children shipped from Calingapatam to the beach magistrate at Madras, 
with a view to the adoption by him of such further measures as may seem 
advisable in respect to the partIes now in custody, and for the. disposal of the 
children. 

I consider the sea-custom officer at Calingapatam to be very blameable for 
not having reported the circumstance of the shipment of the children on the 
brig in question. Measures have been adopted to prevent the occurrence of 
any similar transaction in future, and for the apprehension of any persons who 
may be concerned in such dealings. 

I have, &c.. 
Ganjam District, 

Collector and Magistrate's-office, 
Purlah Remedy, 

(signed) R. A. Bannerman, 
Collector and Magistrate. 

29 November 1839. 

Ordered, that the foregoing letter be recorded. 
• (True extracts.) 

H. N. G. Mason, 
Acting Deputy SecY to Govt. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE CONSULTATION of 24th December 1839. 

Read the following Lettet (No. II I) from W. U: ArlJutltnot, Esq, Magistrate 
of Vizugapatam, to the Secretary to Government in the Marine Department, 
Fort Sf. George, dated 12 December 1839'. 

Sir, . 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 6th 

instant.. informing .me that the Right honourable the Governor in Council 
attaches great importance to the investigation relative to the children who 
appear to have been taken ou board vessels at the northern ports for the pur
pose of being disposed of as slaves, and that it is requisite prompt information 
should be furnished, as the brig Moydeeu Bux is detained pending the inquiry. 

No exertions will be spared on my part for the prompt and thorough inves
tigation of the case.' I have already examined many persons; but I have 
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experienced considerable difficulty in tracing the relations of the children, in 
consequence of their house-names not having been furnished to me. On the 
6th instant I addressed the beach magistrate, requesting him to supply t~ 
defect, and I a~ only waiting his reply to 1-e-commence the inlestigation; when 
it is completed I e.hall have the .honour of submitting copies of my' proceedings 
for the information of Government. 

Vizagapatam, Magistrate's-office, 
12 December 1839. 

Ordered to be recorded. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) TV. U. Arbuthnot, 

Magistrate. 

Read the following Letter from Captain Cl'"8. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to the 
Secretary to Government, dated 21 December 1839. t 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honou.r to enclose copy of a letter just received from Ganjam. 

I have forwarded the' depositions for immediate translation to the Gentoo 
translator of the Supreme Court, and Willlose'n'o timE! in furnishing the advo
cate-general with the translated copies tl~e moment they are re'turned to me. , 

The assistance of a government translator, . in· daily attendance at my office, 
will be Of great service, as the papers, belonging to the owner and nacoda of 
the Maydeen Bux are now being examined for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether they contain any,information ,of sufficient importance to be submitted 
for the consideration of the law officers. 

Madras, Marine Police-office. 
21 December 1839. 

(No. 307.) 

Ganjam District, 
<;ollect & Magte'S Office, Purlah Remedy 
< , 

14 December 1839. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Beach Magistrate. ' 

, I have, &c. ' ~ , 
(signed) R. A. Bannerman, 

, - Collector and Magistr~te. > , , 
(A true copy.) 

- (signed) Chris. Biden" ' ' 
Beach Magistrate .. ; 
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LIST of the DEPOSITIONS. 

Deposition given by 
No. 1. Teroomalasetty Paupiah. No. 10. Mylahpully Ramoodoo. 

2. Cokah Codundramiah. 11. Dausary Utchuppah. 
3. Mungaly Appegadoo. 12. Gungodah :Mooselyquadoo 
4. Puppoo Yerruppah. 13. Royaty Yerruppah. 
5. Tayamuddoo. 14. Mylapully Dauladoo. 
6. Puppoo Ramasawmy. 15. VOl-ll.y Daunasoo. 
7. < Mylapilly Unkooloo. 16. Meerah Saheb. 
8. Barwanah Maidoo. 17. Khadul Meera Saheb. 
9. Vausepully Boosakiah. 18. Mahomed Ebaram. 

Ganjam" District, 
,(signed) R. A. Bannerman, 

Collector and Magistrate. 
Collector and Magistrate's-office, Purlah Remedy, 

14 December 1839. 

Ordered to pe recorded. 

(A true copy.) 
(signed) Chnstopher Biden, 

Beach MagistratE'. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE DIARY to CONSULTATION of 
7th January 1840. 

NO·5· 
MADRA S. 

No. ~(). 

, 
Received the 'following Letter (No. 116) from W. U. Arbuthnot, Esq. Magi- No. '1. 

strate of Vizagapatam to the Secretary to Government in the Marine 
Department, Fort St. George, 'dated 24 De~ember 1839. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to fonvard, for submission to the Right honourable the 

Govemor in Council, a copy of my report to Captain Biden, con:p.ected with the 
children supposed to have been shipped at the northern ports, together with 
the statement therein referred to. 

I have not considered it necessary to send a copy of the depositions, as they 
amount to 43 in number, and are very voluminous. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. U. Arbuthnot, 

Vizagapatam, Magistrate's-office, Magistrate. 
24 December 1839. 

(No. 117.) 
To Captain Bidens Beaoh Magjstrate of Madras. 

Sir, . I i 
. Para. 1. I HA. VB now the honour to submi.t my proceedings (with translations), 

relative to the children supposed,to have been taken on board,vessels ~ the 
northern ports, for the purpose of being disposed of as slaves. 

2. In this investigation my attention has been principally directed to two 
points; first, to ascertain, as far as practicable~" the history of the children dis
c..overed on board the Moodeen Bux: secondly,~ to ascertain to what extent the 
practice of procuring children has been carried, and how long it has' existed. 

3. I have prepared a statement which briefly exhibits the informatlOn I have 
been able to procure relative to the children now under your charge. I have 
been unable to trace the relations of many of the children, although I have done 
everything in my power to effect this object i in the first instance, I caused pro
clamations to be made throughout the district calling on any persons who had 
lost their children during the famine to appear before me, and represent their 
case, as there was a prospect of their children being restored to them; none of 
the relations of the children under your charge came forward on this invitation, 
but many others have appeared; some have stated that their children have been 
lost, while others acknowledged that they sold,them. Subsequently, on receiving 
the house-names of the boys., and the residing villages of their parents or rela
tions, I issued orders to the different heads of police to cause the attendance of 
the latter before me; many of them, particularly those who were stated to be 
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residents of Vizagapatam, were not to be found, nor is this surprizing when the 
circumstances of the past seasons are taken 'into consideration. In conse
quence of the nun:ber of starving families ~ho crowded i;nto VizagaJ!3.tam, a 
subscription was raISed, and a choultry established, where nce and conJee were 
distributed to such as, from their age, debility, or state of health were unable 
to work. This attracted numerous families from a great distance who, for a 
time, resided in Vizagapatam; but as the famine did not extend 'Qeyond the 
northern frontier of the district many of them eventually emigrated to the 
Ganjam district, and even beyond it. Vizagapatam and the adjoining hamlets 
are mentioned as the residing villages of most of the children. I am inclined 
to think'that some of them JIlust have come there merely for the time, as their 
names are perfectly unknown. 

4. In the accompanying proceedings will be found the depositions of such of 
the relations as' could be found. , 

5. I have seen no reason to suppose that the Chollahs themselves have 
used violence to procure children, simply because I know that any number of 
them migbt have been procured for the merest trifle, or even by persons of 
respectability for nothing at all. The practice of purchasing children is, how
ever, a most objectionable one, and ought to be prohibited, because it serves as 
an inducement to unprincipled persons to kidnap children and dispose of them 
as their own. That tb.is has been done in several instances, my present pro
ceedings sufficiently prove. Indeed there seems too much reason to suppose 
that the Choliahs have not only neglected instituting any inquiries regarding 
the children brought for sale, but that they have in some instances purchased 
them from persons whom they must have known to he in the habit of trafficking 
in children. 

6 You will not fail to observe that statements have been taken from a'll those 
suspected by you of being concerned in this transaction, as well as from seteral 
others who seem to have been concerned with them. The persons whose state
ments are marked from No. 14 to No. 20, are in custody, and will be detained 
till your wishes regarding them are made known to me. 

7. I now pass to the second point to which my attention has been directed, 
, viz. the extent to which the practice of procuring children has been carried, 
and how long it has existed. 

8. Bimlipatam, which was formerly a Dutch settlement, has from time imme
morial been the resort of Choliah merchants. The head-quarters of these 
persons is Nagore, but some members of the family reside at Bimlipatam, and 
passing to and from their own country, carrying on a very extensive trade. 
The evidence which I now forward proves beyond a doubt that these persons 
have ever been in the habit of procuring children, and conveying them to their 
own country. They allege, and the people of the country evidently give credit 
to their assertions, that their object is to procure converts to their religion; 
Lascars for their vessels, and slaves for domestic purposes. It is not in my 
power to ascertain what qecomes of the children carri~i away from thIs part of 
the country. I have applied to the magistrate of TaIljore for information on 
this point, but have not yEtt received his answer. I have found 16 children in 
the houses of the different Choliahs now residing at Bimlipatam. I have taken 
depositions from such of them as were old enough to make themselves under
stood, and they all express themselves perfectly satisfied with their situation. 
I should wish to be inforined of the wishes of Government regarding them. On 
my instituting the Jh'esent inquiry, the Chollahs seemed disposed to turn them 
out of their houses; but as many of their parents were not to be found, I would 
not permit this to be done at present, but msisted on their supporting them till 
I could receive orders on the subject. 

9. There has been some delay in disposing of this case, in consequence of 
b~in~ unavoidabl~ absent from Vizagapatam on duty when your first commu
DleatIon was recelved. 

I have, &c. 
Vizagapatam, Magistrate's Office, 

24 December 1839. 
(signed) W. U. ArbuthnM, 

(True copy.) 
(signed) 

Magistrate. 

W. U. .4rbutknot, 
. Magistrate. 



No Former Name. 

1 Guddegaudoo _ 

2 MIllliah • 

S Appoodoo 

" ' 4 SOlapah -

6 Gooravadoo 

7 CJunmah- .. -

• 

8 

I) Forgottel! 

10 Pothegaudoo 

11 Appanah -

Nagadoo • 

13 Appadoo. -

. 
Al'padoo - -

) ; 
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Present Name 

RohJeel - • 

AhlmllJ!s -

Dhundar· 

KudJee - -

Meera Hu.sam 
Bebee. 

Vacoot • 

Kutehee • 

chtnaPlllaY --

\ 
I 

I 
Shakarey • 

I 

Colley 

Caderb~ 

So'bagush. 

Namuofthe 
alleged 

Reolding Villages 
of the parenti. 

Statement before Captam Ihden. 

Connga ~ 

Pendooroo • 

Chepoorpilly 

• -. My mother sold me to a Moorman, the 
Dacoda Oudnlnamah Murkad brought me 
to Madras, I want to go back to my coun
try, I was taken home when the bng ar
rived, I was shaved at Madras, nacoda 
gave me my present name. 

- - - A fisherman sold me to Mohomed Qonse, 
I wish to go back to my country, Moho. 
med Gouse, my father, ordered a bllrber to 
sbave me at Blmhpatam, my name was 
ebanged after I was sold. 

• '. My mother sold me to a person for 
three-fourths of a rupee, and that man sold 
me to Mohomed Gouse Ninah, I was 
shaved on board the brig, I WISh to go 
back to my mother ' 

• -. My mother sold me to a person for two VlZagapatam 
rupees, at Blml.tpatam, who sold me for 

four rupees to the nakodah Oudntmah Murka, I wish to go 
Wlth the nakodab, I was shaved m town, Jamall's wife at 
Vlzagapatam named me, after they shaved me they named 
me 

Not known • - • - My mother sold me to the nacodah for 
four rupees, he brought me on board the 
brIg, I was shaved at Vlzagapatam by the 
nacodah, I WISh to go back to nacodab 

Appulnaldlpntnum, 
neR\' V 11iagapa-
tam 

Waltalr, near V~ 
gapatam. 

Kl,Dtadah - • 

Simmachellum -

Voosecondab, near 
V lZagapatam 

Rendoogeddalapau.
doo, near Vlzaga
patam. 

BlIDltpatam 

Ankapllly • 

Bunltpatam • 

- - My mother sold me to Coopoo Tumbee 
for one-and-a-hali ropee, he brougbt me on 
the bng, I was shaved at my own countl y , 
Coopao Tumbee brougbt me here, I Wish 
to go to Nagore, my name was cbanged 
after I was sold. 

- - A womau at Vlzagapatam delivered me 
to the syrang, I cannot tell whether I was 
Bold, I was shaved at Bunhpatam, I wlBh 
to go back to my country, there are two 
boys stlll on board covered over With gun
mes, a girl IS m the naeoda'. house, tlle 
syrang who took me, took my brother Cuu
mab also, and gave him to Syed Ally, who 
secured hIm till hl8 brother (Syed Ally's 
brother) am.ed from Nagore, and then slop 
hun for N agore, Syed Ally IS at Blmhpa
tam, and bas a batch of chlldren for BIllP
ment, when a bflg amves from Calcutta, 
th .. mau (lIleamng the man of the bng 
Maydeen Bux) refuscd t~ recmve them, tlle 
vessel bemg already -overloaded, 

- - From VlzIlgapatam I came to Bunhpa
tam, and Adam Bava decoyed me away, I 
was put on the bng by Adam nava, I Wish 
to go to Nagure 

- - My father and mother sold me to Coo
oamany fur two ropees, 1 was put on the 
bflg by the same nerson, I was sbaved m 
my own co1Ultry', i: WIsh to go back to my 
country 

- • Cho1!a people brought me on board the 
brIg, I Wish to go back to my cOlmtry , my 
mother sold me for a quarter rnpee, the 
Choha man told me so, I was 8hl;'ved lD my 
country after I left my mother -

•• A woman gave nee to my mother, and 
the woman sold meto Chmoavapoo lot one
and-a-half rupee, he shIpped me on the 
brIg, I WISh to go back to my mother, I' 
was shaved at Calmgapatam, afterwardil 
my name waa ebanged 

- - The chota nl\COda or deputy nacoda 
shipped me on the brig, when the bflg ar
rIved here, the chota nacoda's soo-m-Iaw 
told me that he bought me from my mother 
fur flve rupees, I Wish to go back to my 
country, I was shaved at Calmgaplltam 

• - Chol.ta people hrought me away &om 
Calmgapatam wlthont my relatlvtts know
ledge, I WIsh to go to my ~ountrv, I was 
shaved at Calmgapatam, afterwards my 
name was cbanged • 
- - I went a b~gl;mg at BlInhpatam chou
key, and the elloha people told me to come 
along, aod they wonld gIve me rice, I wl-h 
tog"toDlv~"nDtry, I wRs&hdvedatCahn
gapatllm, aud my name was then chauJed 

R 

InfonoatIon procured 

by the 

Magistrate of VUdgapatam. 

- • Corlnga, the natIve place of tlw 
cluld, 18 ill the HaJahmuDdry. 

- ~ The parents of tlus child are both 
supposed to be deed, hIS graudmother 
states tha1 the chIld and hIS mother 
came to VlZ8gapatam about SIX montha 
ago to beg, and bave never smce been 
heard of, as they were 111 great distress, 
she snpposed they dIed of starvatIOn. 
V,de DeposItion, No 1 
- - There IS no family of tillS boy's 
caste In the village stated to be their 
resldmg place 

• - The relatIon. of thiS child c<f\lld Dot 
be traced anywbere 

- - The re-.dmg VIllage of the relatIOns 
of tIllS chlld IS not kuown nor men· 
tlOned 111 the ltst forwarded by Captain 
Blden 
- - ThIS boy'~ relatIons cannot be traced 
anywhere 

- - Tills boy's matel'1llll uncle bas bcen 
exammed, who states, that h,. fatber 
IS 8 pn.oner In the Masuhpalam gaol, 
III consequente of whIch, bls mother and 
her children came and hved SIDce 1bree 
yeal'8 WIth hIm at Walt",r Tbe mo
ther dlfd about a yenr ago, and .mea 
tbat, durmg the tamme, tbese three 
boys left the house, and were mlssll1g , 
he searched for them, he heard some 
children were at Blml.tpatam to be 
shipped, he went there, but they wer .. 
slopped before hIS arrival It seems 
probable that tlos IS the boy referred 
to m the DepositIOns marked Nos 1 b 
and 17 The unele's depOSItion ~ 
marked No 10 

- - ThIs boy's parents are both deDd, 
hiS mother's bra ther states, that he pro
ceeded to Vlzagaplltam for want of 
food, and he beheves took serVice '\lth 
the Chohas of hIS own accord V,d. 
DepOSItion, No.2 
- • ThIs boy's name appears to bave 
been Gooravummah, hIS mother has 
been exammed, she states, that bemg 
unable to support the boy, she ""Id 
blm to a Moorman Yule Depo.,tlOn, 
NQ 8 
- - The relahons of thI8 cluld could not 
be traced anywhere. 

- - The relatIons of tlos cJuld conld no
W here be discovered, 

- - There ia Oft famlly m Blm\lpaf.am of 
tile oame which tlus boy states to be 
that of los parents. 

- • No rrlatJoDs cf tbJ.s clold are to he 
found 8t Ankapllly, !lOr III It known 
where they are. 

This boys relatl0D6 8l:e not to be fouod_ 

. 
(elm'" Ufa) 
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No I Formet Name 

. CORRESPONDENCE: ON THE .~LA ~ .1'1tAl)E~! 

presP.nt Name. 
I 

Names of the 
• alleged , 
Rc"dlng VIUages 
of the Parents 

Statement or CaptaIn llidell. 
Iuforll!"tloo p100ured 

,bytbe, ' 

Magtetrate oC Vlzagape.te.m. \ 

15 Venloah - • Shakahrey - Davada\, near VI
z&gapatam. 

. _ I went a blliglllg at Davadah at V1Z1l
gapatam, and the Chollaa told me they 
would give me rACe, and bronght me away, 
I Wish to go to my-country 1"1 waf shaved 
at. c.hngapatalll, and my name changed. 

- ':- This boy's pllrents are both dead, 
HtB nncle states that he came to Vim
gapatam to beg, and never appeared 
I1nce. Y!de DePOSltioa, NoS. . 

16 Appadoo-

17 :KJstmah-

"'
Mobrum"- - Davadah, lIeal' Vi-

2!lgapataflt 

I 
;, ' 

-. J went a btlgglllg at VIzaga1' tam choul
try, BOd tbe: "'holm told me they wonld 
give me nee, and bronght me away; I was 
Illlaved at 1Ilml1patam, and my bame 
changed, 'I ,vlsh to go to my couotry. 

l\feerl! HUISfUI! • Vlzagapatam 
, I 

_ - - I went a beggmg atVa1ltharah at Vlza. 
gapatam, and a pe11!On took me to the 
CliohaB J 1 was brought to Calmgapatam, 
shaved and named, I Wish to go tc lily 
country. 

*" 

, 
, • I 

- ~ No pel'8Ol1l of the nalllltatated to be 
that of the parente of thiJ chlid are to be 
fonnd ID Davadllh, nor .. It known Where 
they are. ' l , 
- - The house- name at this boy 18 un
knowu, and hhi relatione cannot 'here
fore be traced, but It Is not Improllable 
that DepOSitions NOB. IS and 19 rem to 
rum. 

18 !5anashy - - Jabpoorey - Vizianagrum _ - - I WeDt a begging at a choultry at ViZ .... 
gapatam, and the, Chollas told me they 
would give me nee, and brought me away, 

- -. No persons ot the names stated 0 
the child to be those of Iua parents are to 
be found anywhere at Vlzeanagrum. 

19 ,Appadoo- Moobteck-

20 Yencanab - · Koo8ale - 1-
I 

21 Hnssen Saeb · HUBsell Saeb -

22 Seethanah · Ihcookcy - -

Sunmachellum 

• Iwaa shaved at VlZIIgapatam and named 
lDlmedlateIy i I Wish to go tc my conn try. 

_ - - I went at cMnltry at Vlzagapatam, 
and libe Cbollas WId me that tbey would 
give me ncetood Drought me away, I was 
shavl!d &t Calingapa.tam; I wl8h to go ~ 
my country j my ;name was changed .t 
Calmgapatam. 

Waltalr, near Viza- - . r went begglDg at choultry, at Vlzaga-
patam, and a woman Dallied Polee brought gapatam. 
me to the Cboliall- and sold me l ehe told 
me that t.h$ ChoIiaa Will feed me weH;-
Ihe receIVed 21 rupees {rolll the Chobaa, 
I 'WIIB' sllaved &t Callngapatam, and my 
II&me was , ehange~; I WI8Q, to go to my 
country. • 

Tuekeert&cka · • - A woman took me from Blmllpatam 
and debvered me to Thumby Balb , Thumby 
Balb shaved me at Blmlipatam, 8IId brought 
me to Calmgapatam and shipped me on the 
brig; I was Bhaved, and bore my ongUllli 
ItBme; I Wish to ge to my country. 

- , 

VlZBgapatam · - .. I went begging at VlZ8gapatam, and 
the Chohas 'told me tn come away; they 
brought me to Bunhpatam, ahlpped me on 
the brig, I Wilt shaved at Blmllpatam 
and lIamed the same day, 1 Wish to go .., 

,my country. 

- - This bny"e mother baa been ellam.lned ; 
hIS father Is dead two yearl ago; ahe 
acknowlPdges that ihe lold the boy. 
Yuk DepoSltulIls, No.9. 

- - A separate report 1't!gardmg tItllI boy 
will be 8cnt in a day or two. 

, ." 

• ·ThIS boy's mQther baa been enmmed 
abe states, that being in want oUood , 
she and her .on came tc V 1ZBgapata m 
fur the purpose of beggmg; her 800111 aa 
at the pOlDt of death from atarvatlOn , 
and W88 one d~y Dot to be (ound, eh e 
does not know wbat haa become ofilln. 
Yule DepOSitIOn, No.4 • 

- • The relatlo", of tlua clnld coplcl no-
where be foul1d. 

, 

23 Appadoo. - Jamal - Conadah - '1'00 youllg to explam hunsel( .. • • - '1'1118 boy's name it ~ould appear 18 

201 GurregaptUay • Morsh 

20 UpJamah • .. Jamanah. ,-

26 .Yenkcnnah - lIIeerapllJay -
27 GoorJah - - Meera HUlsam-

lI8 Cassee Unnar - Huaaeen Pillay • 

I 

GopauIputrwm 

, 

Jogadoo; ble nearest relaitlOll, hi. uncie, 
states that he used to gam hiS Ivebhood by begglOg; that one day he 
was not to he found, It 18 lopposed he WIIB taken away by somebody 
rule DepOSItion, No. 6. 

- •• My father denteted me up to the Cha
lias at Vlzagapatam, aud the Cholta. ,rup
ped me on the brig; I waa shaved at VIZa
gapatam, and was named there; I wlllh to 
go 1<Ymy country. ' 

- - Thi. boJ". unele slates that hi' 
{ather (the motber being dead) With the 
chtld left the 'village In great distress 
With the intention of going toward. CJu.. 
cacole for the pnrpose Df begging, ,,
does I10t know what has become of 
them. Y Ide Dep08luon, N" o. 6. 

'Yaltalr, near Vlza- TOIl yotmg to explaln lums&lf -
! 

, 
- -. ThIll ehtld', relabons are not Iio be 

found. gapatam 

Bllullpatam - -
Vlzagapatam · 

Peddamadaka -, 

'I i I I 

Too young to" expla.in hunselC I" This boy's relatJollJ are not to be found. 

- - Cholias have brought me aW8Y rrdm - - The relatIOns or tIns chiJd could no
Vlzagapatam; 'I was shaved at V,zeana- where be funnel. 
grnro and named at Vlzagapatam; I wish 
to go to my mother: 

• 'I 

- • Chobo. decoyed me away from VIJlllga
patam; I 11'11& shaved nt CaJingapatam; 
wishes "to go back to hiS mother. • 

• _ ThedepollltiOll cfthebrotberoflblJ 
boy confirms hI. statem,ent; he re
mamed ID V Izagapatam for the purp,,", 
of beggzng and. w .. lIIIBung. Y ute De-

" P08ltro~, No.7. • 

(Slgued) lV. U. Arbuthnot, 
Maglitrate. 
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I. Resolved, "that the beach magistrate be requested, in reference to the 
letter addressed to him by the magistrate at Vizagapatam, under date the 24th 
ultimo, to report, after the trial of the nocadah of the native brig, Moydeen 
Bux, in what manner he considers it desirable that the children taken from 
that vessel, and not claimed, should be disposed of. , 

2. Resolved, that the magisfrate at Vizagapatam be requested, in advertence 
to the concluding part of the eighth paragraph of his letter of the 24th ultimo to 
_ the beach magistrate, to state whether lluch of the 16 children disc.overed in 
the houses of different Cholias -residing at, Bimlipatam, as have no rela~ves 
willing to receive them, can be placed iIi' any public institutic)n, or under the 
care of any respectable person in the neighbourhood, until they become of an 
age to earn their own livelihood, and if not, what arrangement he would recom
mend for their future maintenance; such of the children as have relatives 
willing to receive them, should' be delivered over to their J.'elatives. 

3. The magistrate at V,~agapatam will adopt measures to prevent the future 
" traffic and exportation of children, purchased as slaves or kidnapped, within his 

district. 

No: 5 
MA.DRAS. 

No.8 •. 

~Received the following Letter fram CaptailC Chris. Biden, Beach Magistrate, NO.9' 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 30. December 1839. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to my letter of the '21st instant, I have the hoIWur to 

acquaint yo~, that, nn the 24th instant, after several of the depositi.OllS had 
been translated and returned to ,me; 1 consulted the advocate-general as to t:hr 
selection of such witnesses he considered. as.., most expedient to summon fr~ 
Calingapatam; five persons were then named ~s.hav.irig given the most material 
evidt'nce, and without loss of tIme I wrote to the collector o~ Ganjam, requ,est-
ing they might be sent here by sea. . 

On the 28th instant, the whole of the depositions had been translated, and 
examined 'by the advocate-general arid myst'lt~ and not considering it neCessary 
to ;produce more witnesses tnan those I had before pointed out, I communicated 
this final decision

c 
to the collector of Ganjam, 'and stated that as the sessions 

will comIIlene~ on the -15th Pl"9ximo." the ";ltmost despatch was necessary.' -
I have also, with the advice -of the advocate-general, addressed a letter to 

the collector of Vizagapatam, urging the I!eceSsity:Of his sel'lding to too presi
dency without delay ,such witnesses as, in his, jwlgment may be necessary to 
attend the tdal. I -

Conceiving it possible. the collectors of Ganjam. and Vizllgapatam may refer 
these cases to the Righ~ honourable the Governor in' Council.' befolt' they 
determine by what means the sever~ witnesse~ are to be coriv~yed to -the prf?
sidency, I feel it my duty to acquaint you, for the information of th~ RIght 
honourable the Governor in Council, that the conviction of the party now In 
custody under suspicion of being guUty nf piracy, felony, and robbery, mate
rially depends on the arrival of the persons who have been summoned as 
witnesses to attend the trial. 

The near approach of the sessions, the public importance of the case; and 
the fullest conviction on my own mind, from. the evidellce already adduced 

'before me, that the 'Criminal acts charged against the nacod and others' lately 
belonging to the Maydeen Bux can be proved, induce me to urge in the most 
strenuous manner the expediency of prompt and vigilant measures being 

. enforced. to ensure the timely, arrival of the witnesses referred to, and su<;h 
others from Vizagapatam, together with every corroborative information which 
has, and may be, ob~ed within those districts. 

~ 

Madras. Marine Poij.ce-office, 
30 December 1839. 

R 2 

I have, &c. 
(signed) ChriS. Biden, 

Beach Magistrate, 
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124 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE S~ \TE TRADE~ 

1 

Sent the following Letter from Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No.5.) to the 
Collector and Magistrate of Ganjam, dated 6 January 1840. 

ffi~ . 
WITH reference to the annexed copy of a letter from the beach magistrate 

at Madras, dated the 30th ultimo, I am directed by the Right honourable the 
Governor Jin Council to request that prompt attention may be paid to the 
requisitions of that officer for the witnesses required on the trial of the nacodah 
of the brig Maydeen Bux before the Supreme Court at the approaching 
sessions. 

I have, &c. 

Fort St. George, 6 Jan. 1840. (signed) Robert Clerk, 
Secretary to Government. 

" 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE CONSULTATION of 7th January 1840. 

Read the following Letter from Captain Christopher Biden, Beach Magistrate, 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 3 January 1840. 

Sir 
1. I ~A VB the honour to enclose, for the information of the Right honourable 

the Governor in Council, coPY of a letter I received yesterday from the collector 
of Vizagapatam, together with 43 original translated depositions referring to 
the pending investigation of 'charges alleged against the owner, the naeoda, 
and other persons taken IIp on the ist and 2d of November last, oIi suspicion 
of being guilty of kidnapping children, with intent to deal with, them as 
slaves. 

2. It appears from the evidence already obtained through the zealous exer
tions of Mr. Arbuthnot, and declared by the statements of long and experienced 
residents within the district of Vizagapatam (vlde Papers marked from 23 to 31), 
that the disgraceful practice of kidnappIng and selling children has prevailed 
for a length of time, and the mart for this nefarious traffic has been between 
that portion .of this presidency and Nagore. , 

3. Famine and seasons of misery and distress may in some, degree palliate 
the enormity of such offences, yet it is too obvious that these primary causes 
are frequently made the plea for a progressive and continual source of evil, 
whereby designing and mercenary offenders may pursue their object to any 
extent; the systematic schemes' of the buyer and seller, are evidently shown 
throughout this our first grand effort to subdue a practice whieh has been most 
fraudulent and extensive, and must have produced many instances of cruelty 
and oppression. 

4 The advocate-general and I myself have had under our consideration 
the· most conclusive evidence afforded by these depositions; and by his advice 
I shall now commit the party in custody for trial: they have hitherto been 
remanded from tinte to time, in defiance of every attempt to obtain their release 
by a ~t of habeas corpus. 

5. We are of opinion, that as nine of the depositions have positive reference 
to the parents and near relations of the children themselves who were rescued 
from the brig Maydeen Bux, undoubted testimony can be made available to 
prove the criminal acts charged against the party in custody, by enforcing the 
attendance of those persons whose statements I have alluded to. 

6: It is, th~efore, of the utmost importance, that ulterior proceedings against 
the offenders In question should be deferred until the arrival of those witnesses 
at t~e presidency; the evidence they have given before the collector and 
magtstrate of Vizagapatam confirms so much of what has already transpired in 

I the several examinations I have gone through with parties under my charge, 
that 



AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 125 

that we have reason to believe the whole case against the prisoners can be 
clearly established. 

7. The Government have afforded the most liberal and ample means to 
pursue this most important investigation through all its bearings, and many 
apparent obstructions. and difficulties in our proceedings have been overcome; 
it would, therefore, in my humble opinion, be most unjust and impolitic to 
allow any legal objections or technical opposition to impede the fair and upright 
course of obtaining the ends of justice, inasmuch as in this stage of our pro
ceedings we can obtain the means required to ensure an equitable result. 

8. The enactment of laws for the SUbjection of the slave trade are so severe 
and imperative, that every person found on board a slave vessel is, in some 
degree, implicated in the crime; the owner, the nacoda, and those persons about 
to be finally committed under the Slave Act, are prinCipally identified, and all 
are more or less involved by the evidence which has been adduced before mE'; 
I have, therefore, no apprehension as regards any legal attempts which may be 
made to thwart the process of conviction before the Supreme Court, but I am 
doubtful whether all the necessary witnesses can arrive by the 15th instant, 
when the sessions will commence. 

9. To obviate any endeavour which may be made on the approaching 
sessions, to foreclose this serious and important case, we have every confidence 
and assurance in the talented zeal and support-of the Honourable Company's 
law officers; and the present opportunity is most favourable for the annihila
tion of a practice which has hitherto obtained apparent sanction under the rooted 
habits and customs of a needy portion of the natives themselves on the one side, 
and the evil propensities of a domineering Mussulman caste on the other. 

10. I have every reason to believe that the detection of the persons con
cerned in this transaction was chiefly owing to the number of children they 
brought from Calingapatam on board the Maydeen Bux. It appears that after 
her departure from Bimlipatam on her intended voyage to this port and Nagore, 
she was driven in at Calingapatam by stress of whether, and remained there 
during the whole of the S. W. monsoon: this unexpected deviation and deten
tion afforded time to procure so many children; and I suppose the practice had 
hitherto escaped the vigilance of the officers of Government, through the parties 
engaged in the traffic shipping off only a few at one time; but all attempts' of 
the kind may be prevented hereafter by compelling the commanders or naco
dahs of all native vessels to give in, at every port they touch, attested lists of 
their crew and passengers. 

11. With reference to the eighth paragraph contained in the enclosed letter, 
you win observe that the collector of Vizagapatam has applied to the magis
trate of Tanjore for mformation respecting the disposal of the children trans
ported from the northern ports to Nagore; such a statement is much wanted, 
and may throw considerable ,light on the whole history of these transaction!!. 
He also states, in the same paragraph, that he wishes to know what steps he is 
to adopt regarding the disposal of a nUIIJ.ber of cliildren he has discovered 
within his district, who are in the possession of some Cholia people. The chil
dren he alludes to have declared their wish to remain where they were found; 
but it may be observed, that they have heen made converts to a new religion 
and caste, and cannot be considered as free agents, .. 

12. With sincere hopes that our united efforts to crush this abominab1e 
traffic may be successful, and thereby restore confidence and individual se
curity to the natives of that portion of the presidency where the practice has 
prevailed; 

Madras, Marine Police-office, 
3 January 1840. ' 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Chris. Biden1 

Beach Magistrate. 

R 3 
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From 'Captain ChriB. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to the Secrewy to Government, 
dated 6 January 1840. .."" 

Sir, " ' . 
I HA. VB the honour to acquaint you that the barque Maydeen Cader Bux~ 

JroIn Rangoon to tJiis port and N agore, anchored here this morning. 
Immediately on her arrival I dispatched a peon in'the police boat.. to search 

her, and 12 children were found, and have been brought {)n shore. I shall 
detain the nacoda and these children until a strict inquiry has been made 
reg~rding them, as I consider the case a very suspicious one, especially as 
I havE' reason to believe the nacodah is related to the owner of the Maydeen 
Bux.. 

, , 

Madras, Marine Police-office, 
6 January 1840. 

.1 have, &e. I 

(signed) Chris. Biien, . 
·Beaell Magistrate. 

The Maydeen Cader' Bux js' laden -with timber; ,the children are between 'the 
ages of 5 and 14 years. ' 

Ordered that the foregoing letter be recorded. 
(signed) Cll.1'is. Biden.' 

! 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, l\bBINE CONSULTATIQ'N of 14th January 1840. .. \ ~ ~ ~ 

'Read the' following Letter from n. A. Bantlerman, Esq. Collector and M~s
trate . cif Ganja?n, to the Secretary to Government, Fort Br. George, dated 
4 January 1840. ~ 

Sir, ' 
I HAVE _the ~nour ,to_ submit copy of a letter which I have received from the 

beach 'magistx~)e. at the :presidency, ~tating that .the .advocate-general deems it 
.necessary tbat . five} individuals therein named" who are inhabitants o~ this 
Idistriat~ should be fonv:arded. to;Madras, fur the purpose, Qf giving evide:Qce 41 
support of certain charges pending against the nacodah pnd others belonging 
to the native brig Moydeen Dux. f • 1 , 

In "COIIlplianee Fith the requisition of ,the beach magisb"ate,.1 shall take 
mea~ures fotJorwarding the individuals in question, to the presidency hy'the 
earliest sea opportunity, and request that I may be authorised to make such 
advances to them for their subsistence, and on aecount of their conveyance t() 
the presidency, as may be necessary; the particulars of which j;hall be sub.,. 
mittoo. hereafter for sanction. ' . 

Ganjam District, 
Collector and Magistrate's-office, 

!'urIah Kemedy, 4 Jan. 1840. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R: A. Bannerman, 

Collector and Magistrate_ 

To the Collector' and Magistrate of Ganjam. 
Sir, ' . , 

WITH reference to your letter ,of the 14th insta~t" ~ have ,the hono~ fc, 
acquaint you /that the advocate-general deems it necessary that the persons 

• No. named in the margin" should be sent 'here as witnesses as early as • 
t. Teroornalasetty.Paopiab. possible; I hope on the receipt of this letter an immedia.te oppor-
~. Cokaili Codundrnmlah. > _ tunity will offer to send them by sea 
3. Mungaly Appegacioo • 

16. Meerah Sahllb. • 
17. Kharlul Meera Sabeb. , 

The whple of the translation' of the depositions is not yet complete; but 
rathe~ than lose one day's post; I hasten to make this communication. 

, I have, &c. 
Madras Marine Police-office, (signed)' Chris. Biden, 

:4 December 1839. Beach Magistrate. 
(True cop:y) , . 

(signed) R. A. Bannerman, ' 
• ' Collector and Magi?t~~~e. 
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(No. 19.) 

THE Right honourable the Governor in Council authorises tIie collector and 
magistrate of Ganjam to make such advances to the persons required from his 
district as witnesses on the trial of the nacodah of the native brig Maydeen Bux 
before the Supreme Court at Madras, as may be necessll;l'Y for their subsistence 
and their conveyance to the presidency. 

Fort St. George, 
14 Jan. 1840. 

(By order~) 
(signed) Robert Clerk, 

Secretary to Government. 

Read the following Letter from Captain Chris. B~den, Beach Magistrat~, to the 
Secretary to Government, dated 8 January 1840. 

Sir, 
I HA. VE the honour to ,~cquaint you that the owner, the nacoda, and other 

persons lately belonging to the Maydeen Bux, were finally committed to Her 
Majesty's gaol to take t\l~ir trial on the 6th instant. 

I have dehvered to the clerk of the Crown the sev.eral depositions taken before 
me, and it is of consequence that he should have those statements from Vizaga
patam which I forwarded to you on the 3d instant; may I request you will 
return them to me; I have copies and the originals in the Teloogoo language. 
with which I can furnish the Government if required. 

Madras, Marine Police-office, 
8 January) 840. 

(No. 14.) 

1 have, &c. 
(signed) Chr4. BUlen" 

Beach Magistrate. 

THE Board observe, that the original depositions referred to in the. second 
paragraph of the above lettet~ were returned to the beach magistrate on the 7th 
instant. . ' - , 

. (By order,) 
Fort St. George" (signed) Robert Clerk, 

14 Jan. 1840. Secretary to Government. 

Read the following Letter from Captain Chnstopher Biden, Beach Magistrate, 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 11 January 1840. 

Sir, 
ON the 6th instant, I had the honour to report the circumstance of 12 

children being found on board the barque Maydeen Cader Bux, and I now beg 
leave to acquaint you, that while inquiring into that case, another native vessel, 
the Streevesha Lutchmy, arrived from Rangoon, and, on her being searched, 
10 children were found on board. These, with the nacoda and other persons, 
who claimed them as their own children, were immediately brought to my 
office. , ' , 

The result of a strict examination 'of the parties and the children, in hoth 
instances, leaves a strong impression on my mind that some of the boys, who 
bear evident marks' of having belonged to the Gent60 caste, have heen illegally 
brought away from their native country, and most 'of them are too 'young for 
service on board any vessel; but the difficulty and uncertainty whICh would 
attend an attempt to prove a charge against the parties of kidnapping and 
enslaving the children, and the expense which would be incurred by detaining 
the vessels, have induced me to bind the nacodas under a heavy penalty for one 
year, which will hold each of them liable to a prosecution, and the seizure of 
their vessels, bhould any positive information from the northern districts, or 
elsewhere, implicate either or both of them in a criminal 'offence. I trust the 
measures which r have thus ventured to adopt. will tend to check the system of 
trafficking 'Jith slave children, and that the issue of the approaching trial will 
effectually suppress this atrocious practice. 
,238r . R 4 Under 

pro.- 5:. 
.~liA.D RA~. 

No. 20. 

Na.22. 
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Under all these circumstances, I am an:dous to rece~~e the comman'ds of ' the 
Ri ht honourable the Governor in Council for ~y guidance, that I ~ay know 
ho; far it may be expedient to proceed when, as In these cases, there IS strong 
suspicion against the parties concerned. . . 

1 have further to acquaint you, that I have !hlS day receIved a ~etter from the 
collector and magistrate of Vizagapatam, statmg that he bas. gIven orders for 
th dispatch of the witnesses by the first vessel bound to this port, who were 
su~moned in my communicatio:n to him of th~ 20th ultimo, to attend the trial 
of the owner, nacoda and others, lately belongmg to the Maydeen Bux. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Christopher Biden, 

Madras Marine Police-office, Beach Magistrate. 
11 January 1840. 

1. RESOLVED, That collectors of the maritim, districts be instructed to cause 
all native vessels to be searched before leaving port, for the purpose of ascer
taining whether they have any children on board who have been kidnapped, or 
otherwise obtained, as slaves. . 

2. Resolved, That the beach magistrate be requested to ascertain at what 
port the children discovered on board the Maydeen Cader Bux and Strt!e~ 
vesha Lutchmy were embarked, and for what purpose. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE DIARY TO CONSULTATION of 21 January 
1840. 

No 1. Received the following Letter from Captain Christopher Biden, Beach Magistrate, 
to the Sec~etary to Government, dated 15 January 1840. 

Sir, 
1 HAVE the honour to enclose, for the information of the Right honourable the 

Governor in Council, copy of a letter I have just received from the collector of 
Vizagapatam, and also to acquaint you that the witnesses have arrived, and are 
now ready to attend the trial of the owner, nacoda, and other persons imprisoned 
under a charge of piracy, felony, and robbery. 

The sessions have opened, and from what I have learned by the charge of the 
honourable the judges to the grand jury, serious doubts may be entertained 
whether this important trial will take place, because no party. has come forward 
as a prosecutor. 1 

Under these circumstances, I feel it my duty to state, that no other difficulty 
now prevents an impartial trial, and an equitable issue to a case of such mo
mentous interest to the character of the Government, and the ~elfare of the 
public at large, in{rolving, as it does, a disgraceful traffic which has hitherto 
prevailed with impunity, t\nd which, upon this occasion, admits of a sure and 
certain means of being effectually suppressed. 

The public proceedings have reached a favourable crisis, and I earnestly hope 
the Government will not allow them to be stultified, which will inevitably be 
the case unless the Right honourable the Governor in Council be pleased tQ 
issue immediate directions to the advocate-general to become the prosecutor in 
the name and on behalf of the Government. 

Madras, Marine Police-office,' 
l5 January 1840. 

(No.7.) 

I have, &c. . 
(signed) Chris. Biden, 

. Beach Magistrate. , , . 

'" Sir, 
To Captain Biden, Beach ,Magistrate of ... lladras. 

I HAVE thtl honour to inform you, that I have this day shipped on board the 
John !maz all the' witnesses} &c. 'required by. you, with the exception of the 
followmg persons :_. ~ l • • 

. No.6.':"'-This 



AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOUTION. 129 

No.6.-This individual, by name Goureqapilla YelIeqandoo, on hearing he 
was to be sent to Madras, made his escape from tqy peons. 

No. 25.-This individual, named Vejapoo Pariah, is very old and infirm; 
he is of Baneon caste, and strongly objects to go on board ship; I have, there
fore, substituted for him No. 30, named Cansarapoo Nursoo. 

No. 2.-This individual, Danvooloory Pedda Ramoodoo, could not be found 
at present. 

The remaining persons are as follows: 
No.1. Nadegottoo Unkala. No. 16. Munna Nookadoo. 

3. Basava Yerranyah. 17. Cansarapoo Nookee. 
4. Pautmabebee. 18. NoIloo Appauyah. 
5. Seem Appeqandoo. 19. Sirla Panpee. 
i. Boodereddy Atchennah. 20. Pilla Danlee. 
8. Andevarapoo Uakummab. 21. Anmeer Saib. 
9. Moova!a Parummah. 22. Chinna Murkadoo. 

10. Chuppedy Appauyah. 26. Munna Potiah. 
11. Abdul Cawder. 27. Cuttamoory Potuanah. 
12. Paulavalsa Sunnacy. 30. Causal'apoo Nursoo. 
13. Abdulla Saib. Gondasee Daulee. 
14. Vausapilla YeIla. Gondasee Yella. 
15. NoIloo Polee. 

They are in charge of two my peons; I have agreed to pay Noortumbee, the 
syrang of the vessel. at the rate of six. rupees per hel;l.-l for the whole party, 
including peons" I shall, therefore, be obliged by your paying 162 rupees on 
the above account on the anival of the vessel at Madras. 

I have further the honour to inform you, that the persons from No. 14 to 
20, and the last two persons mentioned in the above list, are those named in 
my lettel' to you of the 6th instant. 

Vizagapatam District, Bimlipatam, 
_ Magistrat~'s-oflice, 1840. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. U. Arbuthnot, 

Magistrate. 

P.S. I have the honour herewith to forward the receipt of the syrang to be 
returned to him on his dehvering to you the persons made over to his charge. 

(signed) IV. U. Arbuthnot, 
Magistrate. 

The third individual, viz. No.2, whose attendance could not be procured, 
has this moment made his appearance, and I have sent him on board, so that 
there are only two out of your list not sent: The vessel has just now sailed. 

, (signed) W. U. Arbuthnot, 

(True copy.) 
(signed) 

Magistrate. 

Chris. Biden, 
Beach :Magistrate. 

"." 

Sent the following Letter from Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk ,(No. 2l), to the 

Sir, 
Advocate-general, dated l5th January ~84~ 

WITH reference to your letter of the 6th November last, I am directed to 
transmit to you the accompanying copy of a communication from the beach 
magistrate under this date, and to state, that the Right honourable the Governor 
iD. Council authorises the public prosecution of the nacodah of the brig May. 
deen Bux, for slave dealmg, and all concerned in the alleged crime J ,and had 
conceived that authority to this- effect was conveyed in my letter to ,your 
address of the 5th November. . ' 

I ha,ve,&c. 

" , 
Fort St. George, 15 January 1840. 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 
Secretary to Gov~rnment. 

s 
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EXTRACT, F~;t St. GeOrge~.~~RINE CON~ULT~TI,ON 0(215t January 184()" 

Read the following Letter/',ht George Norton, Esq. 'Advocate-general, to 
the Secretary to Gov"" "Jl.ent in the Marine Department, dated 16th 
January 1840. I . 

S· ' 11', \ , 

1. Wl1H ;l'eference to YOl1r ~ettel' of yesterday:s, date, it appears to me tit tc> 
make some expl!IDa,tio~., , 

2. I did !lot hesitate to consider, unCler the circumstances of the case, your 
letter of 5th November last ,as stlfficif"ntly conveying the authority of Govern
ment to prosecute the charge of slave dealing, ,but, after the directions of the 
Supreme Government, com:r,nunicated, by: thjs. Government to the honourable 
judges, 1 considered it proper to a.scertain whether they might be pleased to 
interfere in requiring the professional assistance of the law officers of Govern
roent in prpsecuting the car:;e, .8$ those directions of the Sllpreme Government 
intimated that J such assistance should Q6 .left entirely with the honourable 
judges. In the, meantime, as the c~se ,is one of weight, and novelty, and 
inVolving, much legal question, I took the precaution of having a counsel 
retained with me, and with hu, assistan~ prepar~d th~ iIl.di~tm,ent. 

3. The judges, however, have intimated through the clerk of the Crown, to 
the Honourable Company's solicitor, that for want of a prosecutor, that is, a 
person bound o,'er by the committing magistrate, or voluntarily attending to 
prefer an i:ndictment at'the sessions, they should not interfere in requiring the 
professional assistance of the law officers, deeming the wishes of the Supreme 
Government to refer to such cases only in which there was a prosecutor, either 
so bound over, or who should voluntarily prefer an indictment without being 
bound over; and, as I learn, it has been intimated by the court, that no indict
ment would be prepared or sent in by the clerk of the Crown in this case in the 
absence of such a prosecutor. I am informed, it was mentioned also by the 
hon<?urable judge, in hi~ . .charge to the gran-d, jury, as one reason for the 
necessity of a prosecutor in aU cases, that there should be somebody who 
would be answerable in damages in case' of any unfounded 'and malicious 
prosecution. 

4, This made it ne~~ssal'Y' ~t all events, that Government shoul~, as a volun
tary prosecutor, prefer an indictme~t t~rough its Jaw officers, in case it was to 
l?e prosecuted at all; and as I cO\lld entertain no dpubt that, Government 
J;hought it expedi,e.ut ; that / thjs case; should be prosecut.e~, I directed. the 

.. Honourable Company'si solicitor, to "progee~. t ., ' 

5. It appeared to me, however, advisable that Government· ,should give 
express instructions for the prosecution of this case; inasmuch, as if I had 
acted without e~press instructions and the Bill should be thrown out, I am not 
abs~hiteIY sure that I might' not be personally sued for a malicious prosecu
tion; and, however' absurd and unfounded suell a charge might be, yet it is 
most expedient that the remot~retence for such a course should be 
removed. I didnotliddi:essGovernmeiii-on -thesubject; as I learnt the beach 
m~strate had done so. 
I 6: As in none of the c~se~ at "this" sessi~ns has any pi~secutbr been· bound 
over (and it haS" not, been the ~ractice this 20 years and more,. as I am 
informed)~ it might have ~becom~ necessary for; me to have interfered in them 
also; but it appears that the' clerk of the Crown has; sent 'iIi indictments as 
usual in all these cases, except that against the sheriff and others for the 
escape of Mr. Handley, on which I shall have to report to Government, and, 

,consequently, in those cases (which are not of that import as in themselv~s to 
suggest a' Government 'prosecution),. the honourable judges can ha",e'the law 
ofhc~rst assistance if deemed desirable." - , '~' " , 

~ I I \ 1 ~ "\ ' ' , , . " I have, &c. I ,I' ; I ,I 

:Fort St: George,' i6Jah. 1840. ,1,_ .(sjg~ed) :', G~~r;e Nortqn, ;'" " 
• , '. j • ;, ,A~vocate-ge~eraI~ . 

Ordered to be recorded.' ,I 
\, I " 
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Read t~e following Lettef from Captaln Chris, Biden,. Beach MagistJ;ate, to; the 
Secretary to Government~ dated 20th January 1840. 

Sir - ',' 
I BA;E tlie honour ~o acquaint you, that the'trial ot the owner, nacoda, and 

other persons belonging to the Maydeen Bux~ charged with piracy, felony, and 
robbery, commenced at 11 A. M. this day, and terminated at 4 P. M. by a verdict 
of acquittal on a point of law. , , 

The presiding judge, the Honourable Sir E. Gambier, addres~ed the prisoners 
through the Supreme Court interpreter, in very seVel'e terms,' declaring that 
he had gone through the depositions, and that he entertained a strong cORvic
tion' in his own :inind that' they were guilty of the charges alleged against them; 
but as the indictment was erroneous,' because they', the prisonera, were not 
'Charged with a. 'felonious intent, the Court considered that point of law as 
fatal, and gave them the benefit thereof. The honourable the' judge~ were both 
on the bench. i 

Under these circumstances, r shall be anxious to receive the' orders of the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council for my guidance as to the disposal of 
the children under my care, and the witnesses who have been ih attendance on 
the trial. 1 am also desirous of receiving the directions of Government with 
respect to the conduct I shall observe in any further control over the Maydeen 
Bux, the owner, nacoda, and the crew of that vessel. 

Madras, Marine Police Office, 
20 January J 840. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 
Beach Magistrate. 

-Ordered, that the following letter be dispatched. 

__ f • , ,! ; 

From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 26), to the Advocate-general, dated 
21st January' 184Q. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right ponourable the Governor in Council to transmit 

to you the accompanying letter from one of the peach magistrates, reporting 
that the parties belonging to the Maydeen Bux, charged' with piracy; felony, 
and robbery~ and suppo_sed to be guilty, havel been acquitted on a point of law, 
and to request to be informed whether any' ulterior' proceedings can be .insti
tuted against them, and of the cause of J tbli defect in the original indictment 
pointed out by the presiding judge. 

I have, &c. 

Fort St. George, 21 Jan; 1840. 
(sigued) Robert Clerk, 

Secr~tary to Government. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE CONSULTATION of 28th January 1840. 

Read the following Letter from Geo. 'Notion, Esq., Adv~ate..genera1, to the 
Secretary to Government, in. the Judicial Department, dated 21st January 
1840. ... ' 

S~ I J 
';- l' t 1 , 

I ,HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of this day's ,d.ate, and to 
'~ta~e that the beach magistrate's communication has, in substance, cOlTectly 
noticed the ground of the acquittal of the parties charged with slave dealing. 
. ~po~ the verdict of not guil~y being pronounced, the presiding judge, after 
IntImating, as the beach magIstrate states, to the prisoners that the court 
gave them the benefit of the point of law, addressed them by a suitable admo
nition as to the jeopardy in which their lives were in case they ever should 
be engaged in such dealings as had been charged against them, and then 

238. S 2 . ordered 
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ordered them to be discharged. I presume that a j"?dgment has been entered 
of record accordingly in the usual form. The acqUIttal under these circum
stances precludes any ulterior measures with a view to make these parties 
responsible criminally. 

I must at the same time add my regret, that the verbal omission in. the in
dictment should have escaped my attention in settling i~ whell laid before me 
for that p~rpose. 

I have, &c. 

Fort St. George, 21 January 1840. 
(signed) Geo. Norton, 

Advocate-generaL 

Para. 1. ALTHOUGH ili~ Advocate-generaftak~s bfume'to himself for having 
allowed a verbal omission in the indictment against the nacodah 'of the brig 
Moydeen Bux and others, charged with slave dealing, to have escaped his atten
tion, yet the Right honourable the Governo~ in Council considers that the 
omission, in consequence of which individuals sUl?posed to have been guilty 
pf a heinous offence remain unpunished, and the ends of justice have been 
defeated, reflects great discredit upon the perllon who drew up the indictment. 

2. As it appears that the acquittal of the parties precludes any ulterior, 
measures, the beach magistrate is authorised to adopt measures for sellding 
back the witnesses to their respective districts. 

3. In respect to the children who have been taken from the brig Moydeen 
Bux; the Right honourable the Governor in Council considers that all such as 
have relatives should be restored to their relations as early as practicable, and 
requests, that the beach magistrate will submit his opinion regarding the dis
posal of, those who have no relations living, and no friends willing to receive 
them, in reference to their age, sex, and caste. 

I 

ExTRACT, Fort St. George, MARINE DIARY to CONSULTATION, 
4th February 1840: . 

Received the following' Letter from Captain Christopher Biden, 'Beach M8.gis. 
trate, to the Secretary to Goternment, dated 27th January 1840. 

Sir~ , 
1 HAVE the honour to enclose, fOf the consideration and approval of Govern -

ment: copy of 8, tender "for the'passage of the Witnesses who were summoned 
from Vizagapatam to give evidence on the late trial of the owner and other per-
sons belonging to the Maydeen Bux. ' 

The brig Union, will srul for Vizagapatam on the 1st proximo. 

Madras" MarinEl. Police-offi.ce~ 
27 January 1840 . 

• 

,I have, &c. 
(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Beach Magistrate. 

~ .. Captain C. Biden, Master-Attendant. 

Sir, .. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date; 

and beg to state in reply, that the brig Union' can convey the natives to 
Vizagapatam on the 'twixt deck at the rate of 12 rupees each 'for the men 
and women, and half of that Ijum fo1"' each child~ the commissariat supplying 
their provisions, &c, 

Madras, 24 Jan. 1840.' 
We have, &c. 

(signed) Hall and Philipz. , . 
(A true copy.) 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 
Beach Magistrat~. 
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(No. 37.) , , ) 

THE Righ~ honourable the Governor in Council authorises the t~nder of the 
brig Union for the converance to Vizagapatam. of the witnesses summone<\ 
from. that place to give eVldence. on th~ trial of the nocadah of the brig May
deen Box and others, befor~ the Supreme ,Court, to be accepted, the men an" 
women at (lo2) twelve rupee$ eachl and children at (6) ~ rupees each, the 
cOIXUUissariat finding provisions. 

. (By order.) 
(signed) llobert Clerk, 

FOl't St. George~ 4 February lS40. 'Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT, Fort St. George, MAIUNE CONl!l1LTATl~N of 4th February l840. 
, 

Rfad the following Letter from Captain Chris. Bulen, Beach Magistrate, to the 
Secretary to Government, dated 1st February 1840. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to extract from ~the Minutes of consultation of the 30th 

ultimo, I have the honou~ to acquaint you that the witnesses who were sum
moned from Vizagapatam, together with 12 children, who found parents or 
near relations amongst these persons, embarked to-day on board the 'brig 
Union. 

2. There remain un,del'my charge one girl8.lld 15 boys. I will obtain every 
information I can as to the most eligible mode for their final disposal, and 
submit the result of my inquiries for the consideration of the Right honourable 
the GOVt'IDor in Council. 

3. The owner and nacoda of the Maydeen Bux resumed the charge of that 
vessel last Monday,," and have, since the trial, betrayed the greatest fear of 
ulterior measures being adopted against them; they will sail for N agore this 
evening. -

4. In reyiewing this important case, I beg leave to call your attention to the 
extraordinary statements which-the inquiry and investigation thereof have now 
placed upon record. 

1st. It is affirmed by several witnesses, that children have been obtained by a 
,variety of ways and means throughout the northew districts, Jrom Coringa to 
Ganjam for a number of years; and the evidence brought forward to sustain 
the late trial proves that many of those rescued from the Maydeen Bux were 
decoyed away) or ~tolen from their parents; therefore, the inference as to the 
practice which has so long prevailedl is almost conclusive. 

2d. It is 'also stated by the same testimony, that all the children whicll are 
taken from the northern districts are earried away by land and sea to Nagore. 

3d. The acting principal collector of Tanjore has, in his reply to the collector 
of Vizagapatam on this !Subjects stated that the answers furnished by the 
officers in charge, of the several ports to questions put to them in consequence 
of the inquiry which was made, " give no ground ,to suppose tqat it is customary 
for native vessels to bring children to the ports within that district for the pur
pose of disposing of them. for domestic or other description of slavery." 

4th. As it is very lmprobable that all the children transported from the north
ward dan be provided, for at Nagore, or in the vicinity of "that place, I have 
endeavoured to ascertain how they are disposed of; and slnce the unfortunate 
issue of the trial, I have put .this question to the conocopoly, of the Maydeen 
gave in the Supreme· Court, induces me to place co:pfidence in his reply, and h~ 
Buxt whose depositions taken before me, and fully con:6.rmed by the evidence he. 
decl,are$ tha~' a number of these childreJl are sent away in native vessels frGm 
Nagore beyond seay to countries ,eastward, and there sold to the Malays or 
perhaps to the Dutch. I have every reason to believe that thi& traffic extends 
along the coast of Su~atra. from Bencoolen to Acheen, and probably to other 
places nearer to our settlem.ents within the Straits of Malacca; it is, therefore, 
possible that the resident councillor of Penang may be enabled tQ obtain 
material information on this poin~, whereby some idea may be formed as to 
the extent of the p~actice and the number of victims who fall a prey to such 
nefario~ dealings. 

238. . . , 
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5th. Adverting to the Minutes of cCinsulta?-on of t~e ~4th ultimo,' I have 
the honour to acquaint you, that after a stnct examination of the nacodas, 
the crews and the children belonging to the Maydeen Cader BllX and 
Streevescha Lutchmy, they one and, all q.ec1ared that the childre~ embarked 
pn board their respective vessels at' the! port whence they first sailed and to 
which they belong· that they had their fathers or very near relations on board, 
and that theywere'emp~oyedon bo)ar~,as coo~:1>0f~' 'Fhose childfen who bore 
evident marks of having belonged to the Gentoo caste, were kept at my office 
for several days, and were repeatedly examined without the presence of their 
masters; but-no evidence~'COUldbe'obtained-from-tru,m-to"l'efute these state
ments, or tending in any way to confirm my suspicions, or lead to 'any clue as 
to their origin and transmission from their homes. 

6th. Considering it impossible to pursue any further inquiry with the prospect 
{)f a satisfactory result, I therefore bound the nacodas of those vessels under 
a heavy recognizance for a petiod.of one year, and then released them. " 

Madras, Marine Poli~e-office, 
1 February ] 840. 

I hate, &c. 
(signed) Cl,ris. Biden, 
, Beach Magistrate .. 

THE Right honourable ,the-.Go.vemor..in ,Council..directs that communication 
be made to the resident councillor at Prince of Wales' Island, and the acting 
principal collector of Tanjore, on the subject, of the above letter, and approvelf 
of the proceeding reported in the two last paragraphs. 

Ordered, that the following letters be dispatched. 

From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 47), to the Resident Councillor, 
I at Prince of IVales' 18lq.1J.d~ dated'4th Februflry 1840. I 

Sir, " , ' 
14M directed by the }light honoufabJe the Governor in Cou,ncil to ,transmit 

for yout lnformation, and fo):' such notice as may appear necessary, the accom
panying extract frOnl a letter, from tbe b~ch magistrate at Madras~ dated the 
1st instant, relative to the case of the owner and nacodah of the native brig 
Moydeen -Bux and ptherst who were brought to trial before the Supreme Court 
on a charge of slave dealing, and acquitted on a point of law, in consequence of' 
an omission in the indictment:, ' 

2. The beach m~oistrate states that he haSl reason to believe that a traffic in 
slaves exists between N agore and countries t() the eastward, and his Lordship' 
in Council will be glad to Teceive any information-you may be able to obtain 
on this point, in order that measures may be adopted to put a stop to it. 

. I.have, &c. . I " 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 
ForJ, .8t. George, 'Ii F~hruary 1840.. Secretary to Government;. 

, 
I : ' 

From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 48), to the ~.cting Principal ' 
Collector of Tanjore, dated 4th February 1840. ; 

Sir, • 
I AM directed by the Right. honoura'Qle. the._ Go.vernor in Council to transmit 

to you the annexed extract from a letter from the beach lllagistrate, dated the 
tst instant, on the subject of the trial of the nocadah of the Moydeen Bux and 
others, who were 'charged with slave dealing, and to request that you will make 
strict inquiries regarding the supposed traffic in slaves, from the northern ports 
!o Nago~e, and from thence, to the eastward, and report the result for the 
lOformatlOn of G?,vernment. ,'" , , , ' , , 

'i have, &c. ' 
, (signed) Robert Clerk, , 

Fort St. George~ 4 February 18~O. Secretary to Government. 
': '! (True extracts.) . , 1 , ,.. ' 

" r "'H.N.G.Jlason, ;,", , 
Acting'Deputy Secretary to Government •. 

, . . .' 
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EMANCIPA'tION OF SLAVES IN COORG. 

E~TRACT POLITICAL LETTER from Fort Witham, dat~4 ~7th February 1839 

" 
Para. 131. WE learned with satisfaction from the Commissioner's report, mar

ginally referred to, the emancipation of the Punnay slaves, and we sanctioned 
the eJ.penses incurred on that account as specifieq in the list which accompanied 
Lieutenant-colonel Cubbon's letter. This subject was last noticed in the 271 
'and 272 paras. of the letter from the government of India, dated 28th November, 
33 of 1836. 

'EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTE~ ~om' Inaia, dated t4th Jan. (No. 1.) 1841. 

No.6. 
MADRAS. 

1838 
CORSo 5 Sept. 
Nos. 54 to 56. 

Para.215. THE correspondence>cited in the margm' relates to an application PIC 8 O. ons.l 40. 
made by the principal collector of Canara for the restoration of certain slaves 13 July, 
who had fled from that district, and taken refuge in Coorg. Nos. 140 to 143· 
'\ 3 August, 

• ' :" r. ' Nos. 111 & 112 
216. The instructions 'Issued' by Colonel l;ubbon'to the superintendent of . 

Coorg on this subject were to the e,ffect that no impediment should be opposed 
to 'the ~ohmtary return of these 'slaves la' their' oWner; but that there should 
"be no interposition of the superintendent's authOrity to enforce their compulsory 
restoration w5.t~o'ut the previolis sanction ot: the' Government or India .. 
'I I "t " , 

217.' We expressed 'our approbation or the principle of proceeditig observed 
by the commissioner 'in this !patter, and , caused a transcript of his despatch on 
the subject to be forwarded to our Legislative Department for communication 
to the Law Commission.1 -, 

• 1 -
, 

" , , , , 

EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to India, dated 22d Jan. (No.3) 1840. 
, , \ ' '" , 

47.' WE arelhippy Wfind that the measul'E! of emancipating the government Cool"g. 
~laves has been completely successful; the persons so emancipated having con
ducted themselves well, and those who nave not remained in the service of the 
ryots to, whom they were formerly attached;1 having established'themselves as 
independent labourers" or. taken ,land and become\ryots. 'I, , 

t j "\ J i \ I 1 , ~ 

I .. :, t, 

.£IA-.l~.lU.i.l; I: OIl • • /alba1lt) POLITICAL CONSULTATION of ath Sept. 1838" 
~ , ~ 1 ' i' I; I (" : 

]'r~m th~ 'Commi~sioner in Coorg to' the' Secretary t~ the Goverrutlent of Itidia, 
in the Political Deparlflent, Fort fYalliam, dated 29th June 1838. 
~ \}. -, ~ '1. '," ~ f 

~ I Sirs' 1 t.. I r j \ ~ ,T } '" f j J- i t 

WITH reference to the 3d paragraph ,of ,Mr. Secretary Macnaghten's letter, 
dated 8th F~bruary l836, conveying to me the orders of the Right honourable 
the GO'Yel'nor~general, of I~ m Council, on the subject of the emancipation 

. 238. ' . '. . S 4 • , of 
,.' 

No. 54. 



No.6. 
MADRAS. 

. 
'3f .CORR.ESPON'DE~CE' ON THg SLAVE ,TRADE, 

, f 
... , ,~-.t..." ,.. IJ"Oo>t .... "","..-_ ... ?,-: ..... ,. 

of e Punnay slaves in Coorg, I have now the honour to forward for su"bnrls
si n to the Honourable the President in Council a list of the slaves made free 
a d a detailed account of the disbursements made in respect of them. ' 

I have, &c. 

Bangalore, 29 June 1838. (signed) M~ CuMon, _ 
Commissioner. 

2t' .... * e'e " ( 

Document referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

No. 55. To tieut~nant.colbnellfl. Cw,blJon, Commissioner for the Affairs of Coorg. 

Sir" 
I AM desired by the Right honourable the Governor-general of India in Council 

to acknowledge the receipt of Lieutenant-colonel Fraser's letter dated the 18th 
ultimo, submitting, with reference to my letter of the 12th of .october last; 
a report from Captain Le Har~ 'respecting the "emancipation of the Punnah 
slaves in Coorg. ' 

2. In reply, I am directed to acquaint you, that the Governor-general in 
Council sees no reason to doubt the propriety of the instructions already issued 
to Colonel Fraser, especially as 'that officeT has advanced no new argument in 
support 'Of his opinion. 

3. The suggestions of Captain Le Hardy' for giving effect to the views of 
Government are approved, and the msbUl'sements which he recommends to be 
made ate 'sanctioned. A detailed account of them will of 'Course be furnished 
hereafter. 

4. To the tLlTangements 'pl'oposed by Captain Le Hardy, ,however, there is 
one modification which ,1 am desired to acquaint you i& indispensable. The 
emancipated slaves are not to be placed under,sUl'Veillance as a measure .preli- , 
minary to their obtaining freedom, hut restraint in the mode 'proposed in the 
sixth paragraph of Captain Le lIardy~s letter may be 'imposed upon such of 
them as evince a determined disposition to idleness and mischief. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort William, 8 Feb. 1836. 
(signed) W. H. Macnagkten, 

Secretary to Government of India. 

tTrue copy.) 

(signed) C. F. Le Hardy, Superintendent. 

{True copy.) 

(signed) M. CuMo~, Commissioner. 

'(signed) A. 'Clm'ke; Officiating Secretary. 



~. t ~ 
AND 'MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 

I 

No.2.-STATEMENT of DONATIONS, &c. given to the Punnay Slaves of Coorg, on bemg Emancipated, as per Jlutho;'ty 
• contained in the LettE'r from the Supreme Government, under date the 8th February 1836 • 

. -- • 'gal ! . . Names of Amount 
~~ !:; <II Present of Donation to 

.s:>U NAIIIIIS. Age. CurB. Villages where enaDle them' RE:lURlI:S. as 01)03 
gt: 038 . 

- Residing. Occupation. to provide 
Z~ ~~ Necessary. 

R. a. 'P' 
I male Maldoo · .. 3S Coorg · · Kodagadhaut · labourer. - .. - - It was not deemed 
Il ditto Bhanlah - .. 30 Hohah, - .. Bamgoore .. ditto · 3 - ""I necessary to give 
3 ditto AppoO' .. .. U ditto .. - .. ditto - .. ditto .. 3 - ":' this individual any 
4 ditto Ooriah -' ... ' 15 chUo · .. .. ditto · .. ditto - 3 - - donation, as he has 
5 ditto Mottah - .. 25 ditto · .. · ditto .. - ditto .. 3 - - been reSiding Wit 
6 female Potty · - 45 chtto .. .. - ditto .. .. ditto · III - - his relatIOns, who 

h 

7 ditto Lmgee .. - 15 ditto · - - ditto - - ditto .. 1 - - are JumllJa ryots, 
8 male Doddah · ~ 50 ditto · . .. Koottooree - ditto · 3 - - SInce the troops en 
9 ditto Byroo · · 10 ditto I - · - ditto - .. • ditto - 1 - - tered Coorg. 

10 female M81dee - .. 40 diUb - ~ .. chtto - - ditto .. Il - -
11 ditto Xanly ~ .. 7 ditto - ,. - ditto ,- - ditto, - ). - -19 male Karyali - - 40 ditto .. - .- • ditto, - - ditto ~ 3 - -
13 ditto Yeeroo .. - 50 chtto .. - KooIidachary - ditto · 2 - -
14 ditto Byroo .. - 15 ditto it , - ditto - · ditto .. 3 - -
15 chtto Yeeroo .. .. 20 ditto - - ditto -, - ditto - 3 - -16 ditto Lingoa ... .. 8 ditto - - - ditto - - • ditto .. I - -
17 female Kanly - .. 40 ditto .. .. .. ditto .. .. ditto - III - -
18 male Byroo .. - ~5 ditto - - "- ditto - - ditto .. 3 - -19 f~male Kanly - .. 35 ditto .. .. Bamgooree .. ditto - 2 ,... -20 male Byra .. .. 4 dltto\ .. .. - ditto - .. ditto .. l - ""' 91 ditto Yeerah .. .. !J ditto .. .. - chtto - - ditto .. I - -
Ili ditto Heeregah ... 6mp ditto .. .. - ditto - · ditto - I - -
93 female Poonuckah ,. i45Y' Coorg · - - ditto - · ditto - :I - -
114 ditto Oommuckah .. 25 ditto .. - · ditto - - ditto l 2 - -
25 male Umbady - - 35 Goodday Moyla Bhangamundul _ ditto - 3 - -
~6 ditto Belathali .. · 40 - chtto · · ditto .. - ditto - " I- -27 female Kummadathy - 30 - ditto · - ditto - - ditto - 3 - -
28 male Kawary a"~ ~ 18 .. ditto .. - ditto - .. ditto · ~ - -
29 chtto Beeroo .:. ~ · Ii .. ditto · - ditto - - ditto · 1 - -
30 female Koombay .. ~6 .. ditto - · ditto .. - ditto - 1 - -, 
31 ditto Kamtchy. .. !IS .. chtto .. · chtto · .. ditto · \ - -
32 ditto Sunnah Kaurchy 20 .. ditto .. - libtto .. .. ditto .. . 1 - -
33 ditto Belley ~ - 16 · dlttQ .. · ditto ., - ditto - 1 - -
34- male Karrlah . .. 4 · ditto - ~ ditto ~ .. ditto · -
35 ditto YeUoombah .. 30 - ditto - - chtto ~ - ditto .. 3 - -
36 female Koonny Kunng - 25 - ditto · - ditto .. .. ditto - :I - -
37 mall) Chelley .. .. 35 .. ditto - - chtto .. . - ,dittO .. 3 - - , 
38 ditto Cawary .. · 1I2 · ditto · - chtto - - , ditto - 3 - -
39 . ditto Manickah - 25 - ditto .. - ditto .. .. ditto .. 3 - -
40 , ditto Kykolah .' · 25 · ditto .. - ditto I - -, ditto - 3 - -
41 female Pootturchy - 18 - chtto .. .. chtto .. .. • ditto · :I '- ~-
42 male Pandy .. · '25 .. ditto .. - ditto - .. ditto .. 2 - - I 

43 female Cherrumby .. 20 .. ditto 
~ 

.. ,"' ditto .. - ditto - II - -
44 male M aratay Chembah 50 .. ditto '. ":' ditto .. - ditto · . 3 - ..; 

45 female Belootha .. _ . - 45 - chtto .. ,- ditto .. - ditto .. :I - -
46 male Marawali .. - 6 .. ditto .. - ditto - .. ditto - 1 - -
47 ditto Belootha · · 5 - ditto · .. ditto .. .. ditto - 1 - - } 

48 chuo Bellychembah .. 15 .. ditto - .. ditto · .. ditto - 3 ... -
49 female Belootha - . , 40 pitta .. - ditto · .. ditto - II - -
50 ditto Belly ... · 40 ~ ditto - - dltt!) · ditto .. \I -- -

ditto Churoomby '. • ditto ditto ditto 51 .. Ill" ~ , · .. · .. · 1 - -
59 ditto Pootturchy .. 5' ... ditto - - chtto - - ditto .. 1 - -. 

.53 ditto- Koombay .. 11- .'- chtto - .. ditto .. .. ditto - .I; - - These two mdi-
~.54· ditto Beeroo .. .. 3 .. ditto .. - ditto:' .. .. ditto · - - viduals bein~ too 

55 male Beerah - .. 40 .. ditto' .. Karlkay .. .. ditto .. 3 - - old to work, and 
56 ditto Chanroa. ~ .. 60 <I ditto - ditto .. - ditto .. a - - haVing no rela-
57 ' ditto Tondah Belatall Sa . ditto .. 'ditto . - ditto - .. -- .. tives, t\170 butties -- ~, -
58 female Teeyutty .. .. 65 .. ditto .. ~dltto .. - ditto \ 

.. . .... - of paddy yearly I. 

59 male Ooroombah .. 30 .. ditto - - Chembenali . .. '.' ditto . .. 3 - - wl)re ordered to 
60 dIttQ J3eerali - .. 45 Hohah .. .. Radeguttoore .. ditto .. 3 - - be given to each 
61 ditto Mullah . .. .. 23 'altto' · .. .. dlt~p,:; " - ditto .. 3 - - . of them for thelc 
62 ditto Soobbali .. · 11 '5htt~ ~ < - .. - dIt\o~ :""~~ ditto · 9 - , - mamtenance. 
63 female Dayee ... ~ ~ 3S ditto, .. .. ., dItt,it -~'I'" ~ , ditto .. i - -, 
64 ditto Byree .f'" t'. 35 (ditto - - ~ ditto -:." .. ditto' R !A .:i... #_ 

1 
65 ditto Buttely '. "~ - ,lIO . ditto - ~ .. ' ditto - ," tdltto .. II - - , 
66 ditto Day~e - · !loll dl~to .. .. · ditto - - ditto · 9 - - ' " . . .~ ... . , . . ~ , . .. . ,j .'. " : . , " 238• ' 'T ' .. (contwlled) 



~s 
t ~ ~ el 
1'E ~l 

, , 'e , '. 
CORRESPONDENCE oN THE BLA VE "TRADE, , ' 

Age CASTE. 

, Names p( 

Villages where 

Residing* 

Present 

Occupation. 

Amount 
of Donatioll to 

enable tbelp 
to provide 
Necessary_ at OSQl 

zu ~~ , '-~I----------~'---I'------------~~---------r----~------Ir-------~'~--___ I-___ ~-I- Ti 

67 
68 
69 
70 

71 

72 

73 
74-
75 
76 
77 ,8 
i~ 
81 
82 
83 
84-
85 
86 
87 
88 
39 
9° 
91 

feluale 
male 

female 
male 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
dItto 
male 

female 
male 
dItto 
dItto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
nldle 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
dItto 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 
rutto 

92 male 
93 female 
94 ditto 
91) 
96 
97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
lO,;! 

103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
log 
110 

111 
11 !a 

U3 
114-
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 

IlH 

male 
ditto 

female 
male 
ditto 

female 
Vltto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
dItto 
male 

female 
male 
ditto 

female 
male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
male 

female 
male 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
dItto 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 

, male 
dItto 

Byree - ~ '1 Holiab • .. Radeguttool'e'. 
Yeerllo - - 5.'. ditto .. • Ul'Ollttoo'Vpkul 
Byree - ~ 4-5 ditto - - - ditto '" • 
Davagah. - 35 ditto • • ~ ditto. • 
Neeroovany _ 4- dItto ... _. ditto - • 
Yeerah • _ 1 ditto • • w' ditto - -
Kooltoo. .. 301 dIttO .. _ .. ' ditto.. -
Hlel,. .. - 12' ditto .. _. ditto - • 
Poottah - - 40 ditto .. - Koombaladalah 
Dayee - - 33 ditto .. ." ditto .. 
Ody .. - 33 Mary ditto .. Hoodooree 
Kooranloo - 35 ditto .. _.. ditto -
Mundakab .. 13 ditto' - _. ditto .. 
Kookatty - - 22 ditto .. -" ditto .. 
Karakatty - 20 ditto - .. - ddto -
Somy .. - 1 ditto .. - - ditto .. 
Kokah - .. 33 ditto - -" ditto -
Gooreela - 28 dItto .. .." ditto .. 
Chennah.. .. 4> ditto • .. - ditto .. 
800my .. .. 25 dItto .. .." ditto .. 
l\{ameha - .. 1 B ditto .. • - ditto .. 
Soomy • - 6 dItto .. -" ditto .. ,. 
Dayoo - .. 3 dItto .. ... ditto.. -
Kanly - _ 2mo' ditto - -" ditto" • 
Ungeray.. • 7 y" ':huo .. - - ditto.. -
Jeggooly - '" 30 ditto - ... -ditto.. -
Malauly.. .. 20 ditto - _. dItto - -
Itt~y .. • 1 ditto - - - ditto - .. 
Beelah .. - ~ ditto .. _. 'ditto '- -
Kanry Kunnah.. 30 Goodday }\:(ayela Sumpa]ey .. 
Churooday - '1.5" ditto .. - cltto .. 
Kaloottah .. 45" ditto .. '- ditto • 
Poottariah .. 6.. ditto .... dItto - • 
Cheerooday .. lmo - dItto - - ditto - .. 
Bellay - .. 35Y' - ditto - - ditto. -
Koottoo - - 90 HoIiah .. .. Heravannaad -
Tippy - - 15 ditto - -" ditto - -
Soobby - .. 6 ditto • .:: ditto.. .. 
Jogeekoottah - 70 Kembutty - Koonjalah .. 
Soobbooko'ottah 25 dItto .. - - ditto - .. 
Chetty - .. 25 ditto .. -" ditto.. -
Unimayah .. 23 dItto .. _" ditto - .. 
Ummah.. ""7 ditto .. -" dItto., -
POOVIjJdh - • !I dItto- - -" dittO'. .. 
Chmnay - ~. 1 ditto .. ~ - ditto - .. 
Kararuah - - 30 ditto" , ~ • - dItto - .. 
MaguJjah.. .. 20 ditto - -, - ditto - .. 
1\lalookattah - 5 dittO' -'~ .. .. ditto - .. ' 
Soobbookottah.. 11 ditto .. -' - ditto - .. 
poovlJjab - .. u dItto .' • - ditto -' .. 
Uppoo Kottah. 36 ditto - - _.. dittO' _ ." 
Koollah Soobbah 32 dittO' - - - dItto '.1 .. 

MoyujJali - - lUI ditto .. - - ditto - ~ 
Kooky .. - 19 ditto .. - - dItto .... .. 
ThlDlmah Kottah 1 t ditto .. .. - dIttO'. .. 
PooVlJJah .. .. 6 ditto .. -.. ditto.. .. 
Soobbah Kottah 60 dlttb .. - _ ditto.' _ 
Chlttay.. - 20 ditto .. .. _ dItto. .. 
Oommeyjah ~ - 40 ditto .. - - d,tto _ _ 
Kamjee.. - a dIttO' .. .... ditto.. .. 
~10mookootty.. 6 ditto .. -. ditto.. _ 
Oonnekah KDolty 3 ditto .. -" ditto.. _, 
Soomal..ottah .. 35 ditto .. ~.... ¥evakah Pundy 
J'Jmmy :. ,. 15 ditto _ c .. ,.) dItto.. .. 
Ummayjan ~ 40 ditto i , ~ _ I _ - Kolak~ry.. ~ 
ChmegoD - - 18 '. dItto .. " ~.. .. ditto; ,., _ 
Mddah Kottah. 12 -dItto ..".. _,;. -ditto '.. • 
Deboo Kottab - 4 elmo , - ... ('dlttJ.. ~ 
Appoo Kotta - 38 ditto:' .. \'" &dtoo ... '. 
MoyuJjab" - 25 ditto .' ...' ditto'.. _ 
Clunny ~, - 20 ditto .£,.!. dkfIJ .. ,' • 
Chitty - • 12 ditto .. ... ': ditto, .. 8, .. 

Oottah Kottah - 28 'ditto';",.. \ .. .. dltt:" _ ':, ~ 
Appoo Ko~:ah.- ,.3'1 • ddt~ ~ .. " - Yavuck Poody _ 

labourer "I 

ditto, .. 
ditto • 
dittO' .. 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto -
ditto • 
wtto • 
ditto .. 
ditto -
wtto -
ditto • 
ditto -
dItto -
ditto -
dit~ .. 
dItto -
dItto. .. 
dItto -

"dItto -
dItto .. 
ditto -
ditto -
dItto .. 
ditto ~ 
Wtt9 oJ 

ditto -
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
dItto .. 
ditto -
dItto -
ditto -
ditto .. 
ditto • 
ditto .. 
dItto' • 
ditto • 
dItto • 
wtto • 
ditto • 
dItto .. 
ditto • 
ditto • 
ditto .. 
wtto ,. 
ditto .. 
ditto • 
ditto • 
ditto • 
ditto • 
ditto ' .. 
ditto -
ditto .. 
ditto' .. 
ditto .. 
ditto -
ditto 'I 

• ditto .. 
-ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto, ,. 

. ditto • 
ditt(J' .. 
-ditto,' .. 
dItto -
'thUo -
dittG -

. ditto·, • 

.n. a. p. 
1 - -'>. 

3 - -i _ -

3 - -
, 1 

1 - _ .. - -
~ 

3 
11 

3 
3 ... .. 
11 

s - -
11 - -
I 

3 
3 - -
I 

11 ... -
11 
1--

] - -
1 

1. - ... 
3 - ,.. 
11 
I 

3 - -
3 
11 

- ... 
3 - -
1 - -
1 - -
11 _ -

!2 ... -
!2 - .. 
I 

3 ... -
3 - -
!2 - -
11 

11 ... -1 _ _ 

1 

3 - -

1 - ... 
4J - -, 
3 - -
3 - -iZ - _ 
4J - _ 
'l - _ 

1 

3 
l: - -

2 - -
1 - _ 

1 - -
3 ... -
11 ..J _ 
II _ _ 

2!> _ofII_ 
1 - - l 

3 
2: _ 4., 

-;. 
dltta ... 2 
dltt;} .; t. 3 
dlt~ " ,~.a ... ~ ~ 

- -~ -- -~. " 
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..... Names of Amount 
oS of DonatIOn to ..... .. . Present el>C> oel> N.AJIIEli. Age CA8'l.1L Villages where enable them REMARKS. 

1~ 
-;:; , 

Cl>a 
Residing. Occupation. . to proVIde 

~ .. ZO ..,.~ 
. ' Necessary • 

, 

B. a. p 
141 female MOYUJJah - ., 35 Kembutty .. Ya'rUck Pandy ,. labourer .. i - -
149 male Kottah " ., 35 ditto .. .. , - dltt,., - ditto - 3 - -
143 ditto KarlDbah - - ~8 ditto - ., - ditto - ., ditto ., 3- - -
144 female PoovuJjah, " 15 ditto - - .. ,. ditto ... - ditto " 2 - -
145 male Kanloo .. " 15 ditto .. 7 " ditto ., 

" ditto ., 3 - -
146 female Ummajah 0( - 19 ditto .. " 

., ditto. " - ditto - 2 - -
147 male Thavoo Kottah ~ 37 ditto ., .. KOODJahla " ditto - 3 - -
148 female Bellachy - - 110' ditto " .. ditto ., - ditto · s - -
149 ditto Karachy '" - 18 ditto - ~ ditto ~ . ditto ., ~ - - . 

150 male Berah "" - 4 Gooddry MoyeIa ditto ., - ditto · 1. - -
151 ditto Kollah Beerah - 35 " ditto" " ditto ., ., ditto " 3 - -
152 ditto Siddah ., - 35 Jogee - .. Nnpuckaloo - cultivator " .. . - r hutti~of",", 
153 female Poouey · - 30 ditto " " ditto " " ditto " 

. " " 
and the Ilsual pto 
pomoll of tuckav 

154 male Mahalmgah " 8 ditto · " ditto " " ditto " " " " given to them.' 
155 female Soobbucka " 4f! 

Coorg " " Koonjala" " labourtr " 2 - .. 
156 male Yaloomba .. Goodday Moyela ditto " - ditto " 1 - -
157 ditto Kotty " - 95 Kembutty - Kurdah - " ditto " 3 - -
158 female MaeJJah ~ - 111 . ditto .. .. ditto ., - ditto " !I - -
159 male "Lomakottalr - 113 ditto - .. , dItto " " ditto " 3 - -

y 

160 female Smgoo " - 18 ditto - . ditto ., - ditto " II - -
161 male Matha Kottah - ~o ditto f, .. mtto " - ditto " 3 - -
1611 ditto Kauree Kottah· " 35 ditto - ' .. Palwngala - ditto " 3 - ... 
163 ditto Achoo Kottah " 18 ditto · - ditto ., " ditto - 3 - -
164 ditto Belloo Kottah - 16 ditto - " ditto " " ditto - 3 - -
165 female MayejJab .. - 15 ditto - - mtto - - ditto - II - -
166 male Machoo Kottall - 45 ditto - .. BaIamooree - ditto - 3 - -
167 female ~IayeJJah .. " 30 ditto - " ditto - " ditto " II - -
168 male Koottail' - .. So ditto .. - dltto " ... mtto - 3 - -
169 female Somucka· " 28 Coorg - " KonaJegary " ditto - II - -
170 ditto Ummol) - .. lI~ ditto - ditto .. . ditto " 1 - ~ 

, , -
171 male Yeerah .. " 30 Hollah - - Aroovuttoo V oealoo cultivator " :3 - - }"" hut ... of I~d, 172 ditto Kanree .. - n ditto .. " · ditto - - ditto - 3 - - and the usual pro-
173 ditto Veeroo " - 3 ditto - - · ditto · - ditto - 1 - - portlonoftucI.avy 
11+ female Siddee .. " 110 ditto - - - ditto .. " ditto - ~ - - givJn to these, 
175 ditto Cbltta - " 60 ditto .. " - ditto " - ditto - \II - -
176 male Sidda · .. lI5 ditto · - " ditto - - ditto - ;) - - } '" butb~ of bIDd, 

177 female Yeeree io ditto - " ditto - - ditto - IJ - - and the usual pro-
· - " portlOnoftuckavy 

178 ditto Siddu , - " 1 ditto .. - - ditto " " ditto - I - - given to these. 

179 male Byrah -, - 38 ditto .. - · ditto - - ditto · 3 - '- t h"d,;ofl~d, 180 ditto Thavah - . 211 ditto - .. ., ditto " - ditto - 3 - - and the usual Fro-
181 ditto Thollah " " 18 ditto .. .. " ditto .. " ditto ., 3 - "- portion of tuckavy 
182 female Thlmmee " " 35 ditto " " " ditto ., - ditto - ~ - - given to these 
183 ditto Nem]ee - " 15 ditto .. " .. ditto " " dlttO ., 2'- -
184 male NUDJah ~ - 30 Haravah - " Ummthee " labourer - 3 - -
185 ditto Kotah " " 118 mtto - - dittO' - - ditto .. 3 - -
186 ditto Marah 

... 
ditto ditto ditto 11 - -" " 20 · .. .0< - " . 

187 wtto ditto - - ,f ditto " - ditto - .. wUo .. 1 - -
188 ditto Kanab .. - 3 ditto - .. ditto - " ditto - 1 - -
189 ditto Chamma ., .. 9 ditto · " muo " " ditto · , 1 ':" -
190 female Kaullee .. - 30 ditto · ., ditto " - ditto - SI - -
191 ditto NemJee - " 20 ditto - - ditto " - ditto .. SI - -
192 ditto Sunnah .. - 5 ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 1 - -
193 ditto SUDnah - - 11 ditto - - ditto · - ditto .. 1 - -
194 male Rellee " .. 40 ditto - .. ditto " " ditto - 3 - -
195 ditto KanIa -, - 16 ditto " .. ditto · .. dl£to - 3 - -
196 ditto Chamab - " 110 ditto - .. ditto · " ditto " :J - -
197 ditto Karl8h - - 12 ditto - . ditto - - ditto .. c - -

female 
, 

ditto ditto dluo 198 Sunnah " .. 5 - " .. - - 1 - -
199 ditto SUDnab " - 40 ditto ,- - Ummeithee .. ditto .. SI - ..,. 
200 ditto Bellachee - " ~o. ditto , .. - ditto - " ditto .. lI, ... -
~OI ditto Mookee - .. 15 wtto " ditto, ' .... '1: - ditto - t 2 - -... 
20lit ditto Ummajah .. - 25 • ditto - - Authooroo , ,- ditto · II .... -
20 3 maIer Karlab ~ " 1 dl~to • - ';' ditto .. .' " , 'uitto .. J: , .... -

ditto Kaullee " dItto " dItto • .. '1_ ditto t' I 
1 -1104 .. " - .. -

205 ditto Vootba J{ottah - 30 Kembutty .. K?lIathadahf ~O?d<x> ditto; " :I - ... 
206 ditto Matha Kotta . d/,tto: .. ditto 

, 

" II - .,.- "ditto .,- ~ " .. 1 - -
female Obee'ya -. " ' dltte) " ditto _ ',1" ! rdItt4 I 

, 
207 114 .. ~ 

.. ~ - -
.. ditto: :'. "" 

, 
~08 male A ppoo Kottlt - 16 ~Itto, • " - - ditto ., 3 - -

ditto l\1atha Kotah' - 118 ditto t ... dlttql ," .. _ mtto " 3 ... -209 - " 
. .. 

ditto '~~~v:tO~ta ditto • (httd '" 
" ditto . 

no - " ~ " " 't ... .. 1 -'- -
2U female '! ~5 dItto - ' .. ... dltt ," /' "'~~ : ditto. , .. , 2 - -
111 It ditto Tlmumee - ditto .', 

w~t(). .. :~,$ 4tlttl) - ... .. .. . .. .. 2 - - , 
• {If . , . ~ ... '- .. . .' ~, , 

.. , 
, " . . 

" , 

"'(COlllilluetl) 



..... 
o <II 

~~ 
~'E 
::t 
zu 

!n3 
U4-
lil5 
u6 
1117 
uS 
~19 
~20 

221 
~22 

223 
'224 
225 
211G 
227 
228 
229 
~30 

231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
2J6 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
2 

12 
12 
II 
1I 

2 
\1 
2 

45 
46 
47 
4 8 
49 
50 
51 
5\1 

53 12 

2 
2 
12 
12 
2 

54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 2 

2 

2 
2 
2 
II 
12 
2 
2 
12 
2 
2 

1I 

12 
2 

61 

69 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
6a 
69 
70 

71 

72 

73 
74 

275 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83' 
84-

CORRESPONDENCE ON THE, SLA VB TRADE, ,- . 
, 

< . Amount . 
.Name~ of , 

of Donation to - \ Prtsent: ' .. . , 
Villag~a where enable them o QJ 

N.1lI4'ES. Age. CASTA. 
, , 

QJCii 
Residing:.: :. 

Occu'patiop. "to prOVide 
-8 " ~ QJ 1 I Necessary. 
~'" . 

I. , R. a.'p. 
female Moyee - - gO KembuttYr · Koll-.tbadl'by (iQodoo labourer - 'I~ j.... ..,.. t , 

Kykaree ditto : male Ikottah - - 25 ditto - -: - . - 3 .... ~.... I 

female Maree 50 ditto. - dItto , - -, ditto - - .11 -;, .... ~ - · .. 
ditto Kaullee - .. 110 dlttq ~ - .. ditto .. .. ditto - !Z ... I_I 

male' Appoo Kottah ", 25 ditto , .. .. ditto ~ .. ditto - 3 .. -. 
ditto Tbum{J1oe K otlah 60 ditto .. · Kallatha Madoo- ditto ,- 3 ' ... -
ditto Vootha Kottah - 35 ditto .. .. - ~ ditto .. ditto - 3 1..'_ , 
ditto Achoo Kottah - 25 ditto - ~ - ditto - ditto, - 3 - -, 

female Thimmee - 40 dittO dItto .. dittoJ .. !Z .. .. .. . - - -
ditto Nunjee - - '20 ditto - -' - ditto - dltto.r .. II' - ,.. 

ditto Manney - ,- S) ditto .. - - ditto .. ditto .. 1. - ... 
ditto Thunjoo - - 7 ditto. .. .. .. ' ditto .. • ditto ,- I ... ... 
male Siddah .. .. 18 Har8'Vah .. .. .. , ditto .. ditto, .. 3 -, -
ditto I Chatlla - .. 10 ditto - - - ditto .. ditto ,- I ... - , 

female Monney - ,. 40 'OOtto .. - - ditto - ,OOtto · lJ ... ... 
ditto Matha .. '.. 17 ditto .. .. .. ditto · , ditta .. =- .... -
ditto Mathee - .. )5 ditto .. · - dlttQ; - ditto, ' - - 2 ... -
male Kurumba .. .. '211 ditto .. - Belegootlla ,.., ,ditto .. 3 ... .... 
ditto Jogee Kottah .. 60 Kembutty- - Kalatha MadoC) • .OOtto < - 3 ... -. 
ditto Ikootty .. · 15 ditto .. .. . ditto ' - 91tto .. 3 -, ... 

female l\f(mney - - 50 ditto .. .. - ditto ' . ditto . .. 2 - .. 
ditto NunJee · .. 6 ditto - · - ditto - ditto - 1 - .. 
male !\Ianah .. .. 35 ditto - .. Beleegootha - ditto ~ . 3 ... -

female Kaullee .. .. ' 30 ditto · -- .. Ichtto .. - ditto · 'SI - -
male Marah .. - £0 Haravah .. - • ditto .. .. dItto .. 3 - -

female Lunnah · · 60 ditto - - .. ditto - .. ditto · 1& - -
ditto Kaullee 40 diU" .. ditto OOtto ; 1& 

. 
· - - .. - · , ,- ... -

male Rariah .. - 5 ditto · - .. -ditto · - ditto ;- 1 ... -
ditto Chungarah .. 6 ditto .. - ,- ditto .. .. ditto' , 1 ... -
dItto Joyee - - 20 ditto - .. ~ ditto .. .. ditto , .. 3 - -
dllto Chatha Kotty Kembutty- MuggaJa ditto 

, .. 35 - · - .. 3 - ... ' 
ditto Tlummah .. .. 20 dItto - · dItto - - ditto ,. 3.- ... 

female Cheekoo ~ .. 25 ditto - .. ditto .. - ditto ... 2 -~j "r 

male Soma Koo!ty - 1 ditto - .. ditt~ - ,. ditto .. .I - -
female Boloo - - 4 0 ditto - - ditto - .. ditto .. I ... .. 

male Jyoo .. - If KembUtty- - ditto - - ditto ~ II ... -ditto Sooma Koatty .. 7 ditto - · dItto .. .. , OOtto .. J. - ... 
ditto Kuru.mba Katta .. 55 OOtto .. - Kondungary - dltt!) .. 3 ... ... 

female Nunjee .. .. 40 ditto - · ditto - .. ditto .. \I ... -dItto Neely ~ - 25 ditto .. - ditto .. - , dlttu • 13 - -
ditto Hoonny · · a mo· ditto - - ditt() · - dl'tto .. 1 - -
male Cheera KottJlh .. 40yr· rutto · - dltto .. .. dI.tto .. 3 --female Chilloo .. 4 liS . ,dItto - -, ditto - - ditto .. II ... -ditto Poovah · j go ditto .. · ditto .. , dItto .. 13'- -male lkottllh .. 3S ditte - .. ditto · .. ditto .. 3 - -female Chilloo' I ditto .. .. liS - .. ditto " . - , dItto · 13 - ... 
male Ch~tha Kootey ... 4- Ullto · .. dItto · '""' ditto - It _ -ditto Thlppa Kottah - ditto OOtto Idltto 30 - .. .. · - 3 - -
ditto ChdJuchoo · lmo. ditto .. · dItto .. .. ' ditto .. 1 - -

female • - \ 

Tbajee · - 28yr' ditto. .. - dItto - · , ditto - 1I. -' -ditto Manny .. - 20 ditto - - ditto .. .. ditto - 1& - -male Yeeral· .. .. 60 Hohah .. .. ditto - .. cultivator - 3 - ... 
ditto Thlmmab .. .. 35 ditto -. .. ditto .. .. (htto .. 3 - - , 
ditto Honnah - · 30 .dItto .. - ditto - .. ditto - 3' - -dItto Lucka - .. 15 atto .. · dItto - .. ditto .. I - '-t, 
ditto Yeerah' · - 10 dItto · - ditto - · ditto · 1 - ,.. 

female Hooche~ - · 55 ditto .. .. ditto · .. ditto 2 ... '-ditto Hoonny .. -- 5 ditto - - ditto - .. ditto · 1 ,.. "roo 
dItto ThungoQ .. - 3 dItto · .. ditto ditto' 1· ... .. .. - · ... 
dItto Hoochee .. .. 16 dItto .. - dItto - I ditto; 1I ...... 
ditto Deeree • _ 

.. .. .. ,30 ditto .. .. ditto .. - ditto ;- - l:!. - .. 
male Thasah .. .. .so ditto ,ditto dItto .. .. .. .. .. · 3 -female lImmoo . .., .. .. 30 ditto ... .. , ditto .. .. ' ditto .' 1I '-~ 
male Bungah - " - .. J 5 ditto ~~ .... - IhUd .. ditto .. I 1-

. 
female Hona: 

- .' - ... .. · , J ditto .. .. dItto , dItto : .J' .... ' ... 
male Thad a6. I . . - .. ,,- · .. ..' 30 ditto .. .. ditto " ditto 3," female Hanoomee 

, , · - , - 4 -< ., \10 , d~tto - ditto . dItto 
ditto Nmgee · .. 

" - - ~ ... 'i~ -" _ - · . 4mo' dItto . dItto dItto .' 
dItto KauUee 

,. - ~'" - - 1 ,-- -- - 28yt' dItto" , .. dlLtQ ,'wtto • ~ lZ , 
male Thunnia , .- .. ~- .. -- 30 ditto Haloogoontba " dItto Luckah' - - .. - labourer .... · ·3 - ... 

'" 25 -ditto I 
", ditto 

dl~to Venckatah ~ · ., - '- dItto I "' .. ~ '3- ... .... -
ditto 

, 
- .. lS · - .. ditto .. .. dl!f-o! .. ,3- .. -. . • 'r f' , .,. , t 

• 

, 

, 

, 

. 
I 

.. . 
.. 

:~ R~M.\lliU. 
, . 
. 

. , 

, 

, 

. 

. , 

, 

I 

I 

, 

" 

\ 

, 

, 
. . 

100 butties of 
land,and the usual 
proportion oCtue-
kavy given to 
these • 

. 
.. 

. 

" 1 
t . 



N.ufI1,s. 

--I 
~85 male Hoonnah •. 
1186 female GIddy -
1187 dItto Murry -
~88 ditto Kempy • 
1189 dItto Byree • 
1190 ditto Koottah-
1191 male Honnab • 

11911 dItto Thimmah • 

1193 female Chironee· 
294 male Koravab· 
1195 female Sunnab • 
lIg6 male Belliab • 
lI97 female BoIlacbee-
298 male BeUiah • 
lI99 female Cheerah • 
300 ditto Kaullee • 
301 male Appoo Kotta 
3011 dItto Achoo Kotta 
303 dItto Karee Kotta 
304 female ThaTY • 

Age 

· " • 15 
• 20 

• 15 
• 60 
." 25 
· 40 

,. 4 

.' 111 

• 50 
• 40 

• 15 
• 10 
• . 5 
• 3 
• 1 
,. "'l5 
'. 60 

\ r I' 
I 

j I 

Nilmes of 

Villages whete I 

'Residing. 

lioL~h .. J Haloogoontha .. 
ditto .. ... ditto ~ .. 
ditto - ... ditto'· -
dItto • •• ditto.. • 
ditto - ... dItto.. -
ditto ... -. w ditto. • 
ditto . • ... .. dItto. • 

ditto •• • , - _to. • 

ditto .. . • - ditto· .. 
Haravah. • Nllungallt' .. 
ditto • ... .. ' dItto.. .. 

, ditto .. ' • • ditto.. • 
ditto - ". .. ditto - • 
ditto - ... ditto· • 
ditto ..'... ditto.. .. 

-ditto .. .. - ditto· • 
Kembutty • Potha Kottah -
, ditto' '.. • Kondongary .. 
'ditto • -,. • dItto.. • 
• dIttl) :~. . - • ditto.. .. 

Present 
I 

OccupatIOn, 

laoourer 
ditto 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

. . 

cultIvator • 

dltt~ 

ditto • 
labourer .. 

ditto '. 
'ditto .. 
dItto • 

'dItto .. 
dItto • 
dItto • 
dlttp .. 
dIttl' .. 
,ditto • 
ditto • 

Amount 
of DonatIon to 
enaPle them 
to proVlde 
Necessary • 

R. a. p. 
1 - - , 

II - -

1 - -
1--

!I - -

3 - -
1 - -

Z - -
3 - -
!I II -
1 - -
1 - -
1 - -
1 - -
1 - -

3 - -
3'- -
3 - -
II - -

REMARKS. 

}

iOobutties oflal!d 
and the usual pro 
portloIl oftuckavy 
given to these. 

305 male Chennah • 
" 

20, Uoliah - Thavanagarry • cultIvator· ~ - - JIOObuttJesnflan~ 
and the usual pro 

lportlon oftuckavy' 
given fo hIm. 

306 dItto Thippa 

307 female Singhee. • 30 

308 male Yeerah. • 45 
309 female Nmghee. • 30 
310 male Yenkatalt· • 15 
311 dItto Yeerah .. ~ 115 
3111 female Sunnah.. .. 25 
313 male Nrngha.. - 18 
314 ditto Ramalt • • 5 
315 ditto Thlmmah • .. 3 
316 female Kaullee l.. • 15 
317 male UJjoo Kootty ~ 35 
318 ditto Jaddlah. • 110 
319 ditto Chenna· .. 115 
320 dltt~' Soobbah· • 1111 
3u female Hunnoo. - ~11 
3211 male Sookra • • 1 
323 female Mullaummy • 50 
324 male Yeerapah - • 11 
3115 ditto ThavupPIlO - 4 
326 ditto Matha Kottah .. 35 
327 ditto Soma Kottab - 115 
328 ditto Belhkottah .. 116 
329 ditto Matha Pottalt - 110 
330 ditto Ikottah - - 16 
331 ditto' Chetty Kottalt - 15 
3311 ditto Vootha Kottab - 16 
333 dItto V ootha Kottab - 90 
334 ditto Achoo Kottah· 15 

J 335 ditto Jogee Kottah· 4 
336 female Ummoo· - 25 
337 ditto CheekoD> - • 11\1 

,338 ditto PoooJJah - • 5 
339 dItto MoyuJJah • - 3 

• 340 dItto Ummoo· - 50 
341 ditto Chittay - - 50 
3411 mlj.le ~ Jugle Thimmoo 45 

< Koottah. 
343 ditto Joghee Kottah· 35 
344 ditto Samoa Koottah· 10 
345 wtto' Tbippoo Kottalt 7 
346 ditto' Jkootty -: .. 4 
347 female MoysJJee... : - 25 
348 male • Mattax Mathoo 45 

.' Koottal\;,"'" 
349 ditto Achoo Kottah.. ~11 

... .... -,... ... ""., 

ditto 

ditto 
-dltt<? 
dluq 
dIttq 
ditto 
ditto 
dItto 
dltt!) 
dItto 

, Kembutty 
Hollah • 
Marydo .. 
dlttd .. 
ditto! • 
thtto1 .. 

'Vockahga· 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 

Kembutty 
ditto .. 
ditto • 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto .. 
dItto .. 
ditto .. 
ditto • 
dItto ... 
ditto " 

,dItto' .. 
ditto: .. 

ditto \ 
ditto ~ .. 
ditto 

, ditto 
, dItto 
, ditto 

_ ditto .. - labourer • 
• dItto .. • ditto -
• ditto • - dItto • 
.. ditto - - ditto .. 
.. ditto • - ditto .. 
- ditto • .. ditto .. 
- ditto .. • ditto • 
.. ditto .. .. ditto • 
_ ditto • .. ditto • 
.. Kondungary .. ditto .. 
... Haloogoontha.. ditto -

3 - -

II - -

1 - -
1 
1 
1 
I, 
t. 
1 - -
3 - -

f
40 buttles ofland 
and the usual pro

i portlOll of tuckavy 
I given to these. 

3- - -, t \ .. YadlyoofOO .. clltta .. 
• • dItto.. .. dittO' - - 3 ,- -
_ - ditto.. - ditto • \ Z' - -
_ .. ditto.. • ditto! ~. 
.. Halongoontha.. ditto • 
.. .. ditto.. .. dItto .. 
.. .. dItto.. .. cultivator' ~ 
.. Haramary .. ditto -
.. • dItto" .' ditto .. 
.. .. ditto 4 - dItto .. 
.. - dItto ~ .. ditto .. 
w .. dItto - .. dItto -
.. .. ditto.. .. ditto •• 
• .. ditto" • ditto '. 
.. .. ditto ..". ditto • 
- .. ditto" .. ditto • 
.. .. dItto.. .. dltto • 
.. ... , ditto . .;. , • ditto • ~ 
• ..' ditto ' .. • ditto .. 
.. ..' dItto" - ditto • 
... • dItto. - ditto .. 
• ..' ditto.. • ditto .. 
• ..' ditto" ! .. ditto -
.. ". ditto" .. - dttto • 

J •• 

.. ., iiLtto '. 

.. ",o dlttQ ' .. 
• ...: 'ditto .... 
.. .., dltt~ ;;; 

'.. .. ditto -
• t. dItto .. 

". 

, . 
ditto, 
ditto 

. ditto 
, ditto 

chtto 
ditto 

, ditt~ 

, . \. .... . . 

'.. ' , 
.. '\ 

1 .. -~ .... r _ L 

r -'--
t - -
3 - ~ 

3 '- -
3 - -
3 - -
:r - -
3 - -
3 - -
3 - - ' 
II - -
1 - -
II - .. 

Z - -
I"'" - - \ 
1 ~ -

3 - ... 
1 - -1 _ _ i 

1 - -
II .. -

:3 - -

3 - ... 
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,Q~ <!loa a.:; 'as "" t zu ~~ --I---

350 male 
351 female 
352 dItto 
353 male 
354 dItto 
355 dItto 
356 dItto 
357 ditto 
358 female 
359 ditto 
360 ditto 
361 dItto I' 

362 male 
363 ditto 

36+ ditto 
365 female 
366 ditto 
367 male 
368 ihtto 
369 female 
:370 ditto 
371 male 

72 ditto 
373 ditto 

74 ditto 
75 ditto 
76 fcmale 

3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

77 I male 
7t! ! ditto 
79 ditto 

80 J ditto 3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4-
4 
4-
4 
4-
4 
4-
4-
4-
4 
4 
4 
4 
4-
4 
4-
4-

81 I ditto 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
go 
91 

92 

93 
94-
95 
96 
91 
98 
99 
00 
01 
02 
03 
04-
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 ,4-

4-
4-
4-
4 

18 
)9 
20 
U 

female 
dItto 
ditto 
male 

female 
ditto 
dItto 
male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
rutto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 

female 
male 
ditto 
't!itto, 
Ihtto 
ditto 
ditto 

, 
I 

N.aIllJUJ. 

, 

Somoo Kottab · 
Neely - -
.l\folJuiJee - • 
Karlml18 Kottah 
SomOli» Kottah -
Voothoo Kottah 
Mathou Kottah .. 
Motta Kottah -
Theyechee · 
.l\1akoo .. -
MOIJuJJee - -
Dellachee -
Appoo Kottah -
Ikotty - -
Somoo Kotty · 
PooDJjee - · 
Munthee - • 

Balla Kotty Kottah 
Somoo Kotty • 
Cheekoo - -
Havey - -
- Keerah Vootha 
Rottah. 
Vootha Kot1 · 
Appoo Koty · Joyee Koty -
I1.ottah .. -
Poovah .. -
JQyee Kottah .. 
Thlmmoo Kootty 
- VUlpadaMathoo 
Kotah. 
Mundoo Kootty 
Munnoo Kootty 
Tbavy - -
Cheekoo - -
Kootoo - · 
Appoo Kottah .. 
Thungoo - .. 
Ummoo.. .. 
UmmaJ8h .. 
Korakurry Kottah 
Ikottah .. .. 
Bolley .. . -
Poovah - -
Mathoq Kottah • 
Soobboo Kottab 
Ikottah - .. 
Balloo Kottah · Ikottah. .. .. 
Appoo Kottab -. 
Thunmoo Kattall 
N unjoo Kottab .. 
Achoo Kottab .. 
Appoo Kootty -
Buggoo Kooty .. 
Monnoo Kottah 
Dellee Kottah .. 
Vonakah .. -
Cheekoo .. · l\I(!lIlny .. -
Kaully .. -
NuoJee .. -
Uckoo .. -
Poovah . .. 
Monny - • 
Belly Kottay' .. 
Ummajah.. .. 
Guday lkottab -, 
JIlloo Kottah .. 
Thommoo Kootta 
Soobboo Kottay 
lkottah .. ... 
Mathoo Kootty • 

: . 
• 

CORRESPONDENCE ON THE .SL,A.VJ!i· UtAJJ.r., 

Name~of 
, Amount 

or DonatIon to , Present 
Vlliages where, enable them 

Age. CASTE. 
, 

Rur.utcs. Occupation. to protide 
Residing. 

, . • Necessary. . 
i 

R. Q. p. . , 
8 Kemblltty · Haramary - cultivator 1 .. .. 

30 dItto - - chtto • ... ditt() .. 2- .. ... 
3 ditto '" - dItto - · 1abour~ .. 1 - -

60 ditto - · I wtto .. · rutto • .. 3 - '-
40 ditto - - dltto - .. dItto .. 3 .- -I 

wtto 
. ditto . 10 ditto - - - - .. 1 - .. 

7 ditto - · ,ditto , - .. ditto -, 1 - -
ditto ditto 

. 
J wt10 · · I .. • .. 1 .... -_tto 

, 
dittO 

, 
40 ditto - - - .. - 2 - .. 

ditt!) 
, . ditt,o 30 ditto - - 01 . - .. !a ... -

80 ruUo - - ditto .. .. ditto ... 9 .. ,.. 
6 drtto .. - ditto - - ditto · 1 - .. < 

22 ditto - - ditto, ~ • , -. ,rutto - 3 - .. 
ditto • ditto 15 ditto - · t .. .. ~ 3 ... -
rutto " ditto 

, 
5 ditto - - - .. · 1 - -

ditto 
, ditto 

, 
, 40 ditto - - · - .. ~ - .. 
IllOl #10 · dItto - .. ditto · , 

~ -- .. 
40 ditto - .. ditto .. .. ditt~ .. 3 - .. . , 

I 3 dItto - - dItto - - rutto .. " - -
'30 dItto - - - ditto - - ditto - ~ - ... 
' 10 dItto - - ditto .. .. dittO' .. 1 .. ... 
125 dItto - · dItto - .. ditto .. 3 .. -.. , 

12 ditto · - ditto -- - ditto - 1 - -
ditto ditto 

, 
9 ditto .. - .. .. '_ I 1 ... .. 
7 ditto .. - dItto oj - dIttO - 1 ,.. -

:20 ditto .. - ditto - .. ditto · 3 - -
.3 ditto · - ditto - · wtto - 1 - -

45 ditto .. .. ditto -. · dItto .. 3 .. .. , 
,16 ditto - - dIttQ .. - dItto .. 3 - -
40 dItto .. · Moorooroo · ditto - 3 - -
B dItto .. .. ditto - - ditto .. 1 - -
7 ditto - · ditto - .. ditto .. 1 - -

35 ditto .. · ditto .. - dItto - 51 - -
22 ditto .. · dItto · - ditto .. I -- -
80 ditto .. .. dItto - .. ditto - \I - -
65 chtto .. .. Kathanoor .. dItto - 3 - -
50 ditto .. .. ditto .. .. dItto .. II - -
12 ditto .. .. ditto - .. ditto - 1 - -
60 dItto .. .. dItto .. .. dItto .. ~-- -
50 dItto '" .. Haramary .. ditto .. 3 - -
35 «litto ~ - ditto - · dItto - 3 - -
35 ditto .. .. ditto .. .. ditto .. 2 - -
18 dItto .. .. ruUo .. - n1tto - sa ... .. 
:;0 ditto .. .. dItto ... • ditto .. 3 - -
60 ditto .. - ditto - .. dItto - 3 .;- -
30 dItto .. .. ditto .. .. ditto .. 3 - -
~o dItto & .. ditto .. .. ditto .. 3 .. .., 
III rutlo .. .. ditto - · ditto .. 1 - -
25 ditto .. .. rutto .. .. ditto - 3 - -
all ditto .. .. dItto .. - ditto .. 3 - -
17 ditto .. - ditto .. .. ditto .. It - -
20 dItto .. - ditto .. .. ditto .. 1 - -
8 ditto - ... wtto .. .. chtto .. 1 - -

'lmo' ditto .. .. ditto · - ditto - 'I ... -
22y' rutt{) - .. wtto .. .. ditto .. 3 .. .. 

7 dItto - · ditto, .. .. ditto 
, · 1 .. -

3 dItto - ,. ditto .. .. dItto - ' 1 -,-
80 dItto .. .. ditto .- .. ditto .. II - -
40 dItto .. .. dItto .. .. ditto - !l -:. -
35 ditto .. dItto ditto lZ 

-- - .. .. - -
;6 ditto - 4 .. , ditto .. - rutto .. II - -" 
40 ditto .. .. ditto, - .. .. ditto .. II - .. 
to dltto dItto' ditto 

, .. .. .. .. .. 1 - -
1) ditto . , .. ditto .. .. wtto L - ~ ... -

$0 'ditto - .. ditto , .. .. rutto .. 3 - -
27 'ditto> .. - d~tto .' ... - ditto .. .' !l 

- , - .. 
r~ ditto ditto .. - ditto .. .., · 3 - -

ditto ditto ditto - ~ " ..". - - 3 - .. 
ditto ditto ditto 

" -
10 - - , ' .. ... - ~J .... - : I 8 ditto .. · ditto . - - diu/) ~ ... 1 - -
7 dttto - " ditto' dutO' ; .. .. . I - - -

4mu' dItto · ditto - wtto / . . 
." .. 1 .. -, 

, 



..... 
Q!!/ 
.. 01 .. . 
~ <.> Q..!! 
.0'1: 

.9 d E! -=t '" E -'" Zo .-; .... 
-
411~ female 
4113 ditto 
4114 ditto 
4'5 ditto 
426 male 
4~7 ditto 
428 ditto 
429 dItto 
430 ditto 
431 female 
43~ ditto 
433 ditto 
434 ditto 
435 male 
436 dItto 
437 female 
438 male 
439 female 
440 ditto 

• 
441 male 
442 female 
443 ditto 
444 male 
445 female 
446 male 
447 ditto 
448 female 
449 ditto 
450 ditto 
451 ditto 
452 dJtto 
453 male 
454 fem:lle 
455 ditto 
456 male 
457 ditto 
458 female 
459 male 
460 ditto 
461 'ditto 
462 ditto 
463 ditto 

464 ditto 

465 female 
466 ditto 
467 male 
468 female 
469 ditto 
470 male 
471 ditto 
47'.1 ditto 
473 ditto 
474 male 
475 female 
476 ditto 
477 ditto 
478 ditto 
479 ditto 
4-80 male 
481 ditto 
482 ditto 
4 83 female 

.484 ditto 
483 ditto' 
486 ditto 
487 ditto 
488 male 
489 ditto 
490 ditto 
491 female 
492 ditto 
493 mare 
494 ditto 

. , , 

AND MEA~URES' TAKEN FOR JTS ABOLITION. 

. 
Names of Amount . of DonatlOn to " Present , ." Village. where enable them NAMES • Age. C:t~T:t • Occupation. to provide Residing. 

Necessary. , 
. - • . 

R a. p. 
Mrehee - - IIzy· Kel,llbutty - -Hat'.wtary - labourer - ~ - -Chetty • ~ ao ditto - ~ ditto ... - ditto - a - -
Ummoo . - 4 , dltt~ · - ditto · - dlttlJ - 1 - -
l\Iun~ee .. - 110 , ditto. - .. ditto - - ditto - It - -Appoo Kottah - 30 ditto - .. ditto - - dltt.J - 3 -- -
Sammoo Kottah 2.5 ditto .. .. ditto - - dlttn - 3 - -Jelloo Kottah - 35 ditto - - ditto .. - dlttn - :1 - -V oothoo Kottah 8 dItto · - llitl;Q - - ditto - 1 - -Vootboo Kottah III . ditto' - .. wtt.l - - datp - 1 - - # 

l\IoyuJJah - - 14 ditto - . .. Olttn - - ditto - It - -Cheekoo - - 9 ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 1 - -Cheek06 - - ~8 dIt~o w - ditto - - ditto - 2 - -Manny _ _ 6 Gitto - - ditto - - dltu~ - 1 - -
V oothoo Kottah 115 dltt!). - - Mooroonoo - ditto - 3 - -
Appoo Kottah - ~o dlttl1 · - dltlu - - ditto - 3 - -PoonlJee.. - 18 dItto - . ditto - - ditto - It - -Mundoo Kottaa 3 ditto - ,- dlttu - - ditto - 1 - -
1\I0YUJJah -' - 35 ,ditto - .. ditto - - ditto - 2 - -Mottay - .. 7 ditto - - ditto .. - ditto .. \ - -Mathoo Kottah - 1111 ditto - .. Kathanooroo - ditto - 3 - -PoonJjah - ~ 110 dltt!) - - ditto - - ditto - 2 - -
MoyuJJah - - '5 ditto - - Haramary- - dItto - 2 - -Appoo Kooty .. IIi' ditto ~ - Belloo Madoo - ditto - 3 - -:\lonny - - 18 dltht - - ditto - - ditto - II - -l\1undoo Kottah_ 20 Manunghe Hoha Mythady • - ditto - 3 - -lkottah .. - lIZ - dlltD - ditto - - ditto - 1 - -Soobbee - - 30 .. ditto - ditto - - ditto - 2 - .... 
Poovah ,- - 40 - ditto - ditto - - ditto - 2 - -Monny - - 70 - dltfD - ditto - - ditto - 2 - -Kaulee - .. 70 Kembuty - KoonJalagary .. ditto - 2 - -Monny - - 70 ditto - - Katha Moolooroo ditto - 2 - -Chemboo Kootty 7 ditto - .. BelIoo Madoo - ditto - 1 - -MoyuJJee - .. 40 ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 2 - .. 
Kattoo - .. 10 ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 1 - -Thlmmoo Kottah 115 ditto - - Haramary- - ditto .. . 3 - -Chathoo Kottah _ 60' ditto - - Chlcka Moondooroo ditto - 3 - -
Chitty PUJJah - 40 ditto - - - ditto - ditto - II - -l\hngoo Kottah - 80 ditto - - - ditto - d.tto - 3 ~ -Moondda Kottah 30 ditto - .. - ditto - ditto - 3 - -BeIlee Kottah - z5 dlttp .. - - ditto - ditto - 3 - -Moodda Kottah 35 dlttp - - HoothekalJ' - ditto - 3 - -
MUITY Kottah • 40 ditto - - Nemmalay " ditto - 3 - -
Ikottah - - 14 ditto .. - ditto - ... ditto .. 3 - -
KulIy PUJjah - 35 ditto .. - ditto - - ditto .. 9 ~ -Mayee PuJ.iah - 8 ditto ,. - ditto - - ditto .. 1 - -Ikottah - - all ditto - - Koothooroo .. ditto - 3 - -
Cheegoo PUJjah 113 ditto - - ditto - - ditto - Z - -Ummoo PUJJah .. 50 ditto .. - ditto - - ditto - 2 - -Soobboo Kottah 55 Kooth. Holla - BelIOOloo - - ditto - 3 - -Kaulla Kottah - .118 ditto - - ditto - - ditto .. 3 - -Poorah Kottah - 14 ditto - . ditto - - ditto .. 3 - -Mury Kottah - 7 ditto - - ditto · - ditto .. 1 - -'l'hassllo - .. 3 ditto .. - ditto .. - dltLo - ] - -Cl!eyre PUlJah - 45 ditto .. - ditto " - ditto - ~ - -Monny PUJ)a .. 25 ditto - .. ditto .. - dlt~o - II - -
l\1oyah PUJJah .. 45 ditto .. - ditto .. .. 4flit~o .. II - -Mooke PUJJah .. 40 ditto · - dltto - - ditto . :I - -KaulJee - .. ,9mo ditto - - d,ltto - - ditto ... 1 - -Nunjoo Kottah - rOY. dltlo - - Tbavallagary - ditto - 3 - -1\1 ary Kottah .. u dlt~o - - ditto - - ditto - II - -Kaytha - .. 5 dlttu - - ditto .. - ditto .. 1 - -Nunjee PujJah - 35 ditto - - ditto ,OJ - dItto .. II - -, 
U mOlOO PUJJah 55 dItto .. - ditto - - dlt~o ~ \'l - -Tlnmmre PUlJah 50 dlttl) - - dllta, .. - • dlUo .' , II - -Ummoo. - - 1 ditto - .. " tdltto .. ditto i 

. 
I -- -Ummoo PUJjah 40 ditto - .. ,ditto · - ditto .. .II . - -

Bellee l\1oopah - 40 Haravah - .. ditto . .. .. ditto - 3 '"I -Voodooka- . 30 ditto .. .. duto .. .. ditto - 3 - -, 
Chathy - > - 6mo' ditto - .. ditto • .... - ditto ~ 1 - -Vodakathy .. 20y' ditto - - ditto- .. . d.tto .. II - -
Bellay - ,. ,5'> ditto - , - dIito · - ditto - :I - -
I'ugS:8 Moop~ .. 40 ditto - - Koottodroo - dlttl1 - 3 - -
~lulJah , - . 3~ dItto " ditto - .. ditto " 3 - -. - - -. . . y 

u' 

/' 
REMA.RKS. 

I 

• 
, 

, 
( eorl t limed) 



144 -.... og .. ~ 
~ ..:; 
~.., 

S.::: 
::J .. 

zt3 

495 
496 
497 
498 
499 
500 
501 
5011 
503 
504 
505 
506 
SOi 
50S 
50g 
510 
511 
5 111 

513 
514 
,'jl5 
516 
517 
51S 
5 19 
52 0 
521 
522 
5'23 
.S24 
52 5 
5'1.6 
52 7 
52S 
529 
530 
531 
532 
533 
534 
535 
5Jn 
537 
533 
539 
540 
541 
542 
543 
544 
545 
546 
547 
548 
549 
550 
551 
552 
553 
554-
555 
556 
1)57 
558 
5 
5 

59 
bo 

561 
(h 5 

5 03 
-b4 ;J 

b!j 
66 
67 

5 
5 
fi 
.$ 68 

~Gl 
q)"a 

oa S 
:a~ 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
dItto 
ditto 
dItto 
male 
dItto 
dItto 
dItto 
dItto 

female 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 
dItto 
ditto 
male 
dItto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
dItto 
male 
<hrto 
ditto 

female 
(htto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 

female 
dttto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
male 

female 
male 
{}Itto 
dItto 
ditto 

female 
dItto 
dItto 
dItto 
male 
<htto 
dItto 

female 
dItto 
dItto 
male 
dItto 
(huo 

female 
dItto 
ditto 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

temale 
male 

female 
ditto 
male 
dItto -

CORRESPONDENCE ON THE' SL+ ~ TRADE,' 
\ ,; , 'Amount 

Names of : 
Present of .bonaboD to 

I . Villages where enable them 
, 

NAMES. Age. CASTE. Occupation. • 10 provide REMARKS. 
R~siding. Necessary. 

. . 
R. a, p. 

Mookey - - 60 Haravab .. - Koottodroo - labourer - :I - -
Joyeehle - - 35 ditto . - ~ dItto - - " ditto - \I .. .. 
Yeeray - .. 25 dItto .. - .. ditto .. - ditto .. ~ - -
Koombay - - 18 ditto .. - .. ditto -. .. ditto .. II - .., 
Kaullee - - 8 dItto - .. - <htto - .. ditto . - 1 - -
Maray - .. 5 ditto .. .. .. ditto - - ditto .. 1 - -
Clllckee · .. 3 ditto - - - ditto .. .. ditto - 1 - -
Kamby - - 6m" dItto .. - - dItto - ... <httq .. 1 ' .. -
Hurya Moopah - Soy' ' dItto .. - Mutbtbooroo - ditto .. 3 - - . . ditto ditto Javanab - - 40 dItto - .. .. - ... .. 3 - -
KUT1ah - - 35 ' ditto .. .. .. <hlto .. .. <htto - 3 .. -
Mulah - - 10 dItto - .. .. dItto - .. ditto .. J - .. 
Kaullah - - 10 ditto .. .. .. ditto .. -: <htto - . 1 .. -
NlmJee - - 40 dItto .. .. - ditto .. . dItto .. II .10. -
Bollay - - ~5 ditto .. - - ditto - - ditto · II - ... 
Kamby - - 25 ditto - - .. dItto - - ditto .. \I - .... 
Kaullee - .. 5 . dItto .. - - dItto - " ., ditto - 1 - -
Mullay - - 5 ditto .. - .. ditto - - ditto .. 1 _1-
Mookee - - 1 ditto - .. .. dItto - .. ditto - 1" - -

Kurumba l\IoossalJ 75 dItto - .. Backay Sodlooroo ditto - 3 - .. 
Mara - · 30 ditto - - - ditto - - ditto - , 

3 .. -
Mury - · 11 dItto - .. .. ditto . - ditto .. 1 - -
Maray · · 50 ditto .. .. .. ditto .. .. dItto ,. !I - -
Monny .. .. !l5 ditto - - . dItto .. - ditto - !I - -
Maray - .. 8 dItto - - - ditto .. - <huo .. l' - -
NlmJoo KoUah 30 Kembutty - Bessagooroo - ditto · 3 - -
Vootha Kottah - 25 ditto .. - - <htto - .. ditto .. 3 ... .. 
Jyoo - .. 1 ditto .. .. - ditto - - ditto .. J - -
NlmJee PUllah .. 60 ditto - .. - ditto - - ditto .. \I .. -
U mmoo PUJJah - !IS dItto .. .. .. dItto .. .. ditto - !I - .. 
Makoo POlJab .. 20 dItto .. - .. <htto - - ditto .. !I - ,. 
Ummoo PUJjah .. II!I ditto - .. - <htto - .. ditto - !I - .. 
Soomoo Katta - 35 ditto .. .. Heehooroo .. ditto - -3,- -
Koockathee - 1 dItto - .. - dItto - .. ditto .. ' J .. .. 
Soobbee - .. 1 dItto - - - ditto - - dItto .. '1 - -
Poo,ah PUlJ ah .. 65 dItto - <htto . ditto .. " Q .. .. .. .. -
N ImJoo Kottab .. 35 Koth Holla .. Kottagary .. ditto .. 3 .. -
JS"1D1]ab - - 1 ditto .. .. .. <htto _ .. ditto - 1 - -
Thlppee Pujjah - 60 ditto - .. .. ditto .. - ditto .. II - -
Cheya PUiJah .. 25 ditto .. - .. ditto - - ditto .. II - -
NlmJee - - 3 <htto .. .. .. ditto - - <htto - 1 - -
Kuryah Moopah 60 Haravah .. .. Belooroo - - ditto .. 3 - -
Thunddy .. - 45 ditto .. - - ditto .. .. ditto - 11 - -
J ulloo Kottah - 60 Kembutty - }{undungala - ditto - 3 .. -
Manoo Kottah - 30 ditto .. - - dItto - - dltto .. 3 - -
Mathoo Kottah - 25 dItt9 .. .. - dItto .. - dltto - 3''- -
'Iltippa · .. J5 ditto .. .. - <htto - - ditto - 11 .. -
Chuloo PUJjah - 45 ditto .. .. .. ditto - - ditto .. \I - -
Poovah PUllah .. 28 dItto .. - - ditto ,. .. dItto .. 11 - -
Ummoo PUJJah .. 20 ditto , - .. - ditto .. - ditto - 11 - -
Makao' - .. 6 <htto - ~ - ditto .. .. dItto - J - -
Vootbthll Kottah 65 ditto .. . Moguttagary .. <htto - 3 - -
Jyoo - - U dItto .. .. - ditto - .. <htto - it - -
Tbolah - - 7 dItto - . .. dItto - .. ditto - J - -
Monny PUJJah - 45 ditto .. .. - ditto .. .. ditto - II - ,-
Cheekoo - - 4 <htto .. - .. ditto - - ditto .. J - -
Ummoo - • 1I dItto • .. .. .. <htta - .. dItto .. 

" - -
Vooththa Kottah 40 ditto .. .. Heehooroo - dItto - 3 - -
Soobbah .. - 13 ditto .. .. .' dItto .. .. ditto .. 9 .. .. 
Achoo .. .. 1'1 ditto .. - . dItto .. - ditto .. i - -
Ummoo PUJJah .. 411 ditto - .. .. dItto - .. ditto - !ol .. -
Pan nay PUllah .. 30 ditto ~ .. .. ditto - - ditto - 11 - -
Poovah PUJJah - 20 ditto .. - .. ditto - .. ditto .. 11 .. -
Poovah PUJJab ... 15 wtto .. .. .. ditto .. - dItto .. 11 - -
Cheya. - .. 6 ditto .. .. .. ditto - .. ditto .. 1 - .. 
1 hlmmoo Kottah ditto 

. 
35 .. - - dItto.' - - ditto .. 3 - -Achoo Kottah - 118 ditto .. .. Settygary .. ditto - 3 - ... 

Voothatha Kottah wtto 
. 

liS - .. - ditto -, .. dltto · 3 - -
Ummoo PUJjah - 2::1 dItto .. .. .. ditto .. - ditto - I - - . 
lUundoo. Koltah 36 dItto - .. Kodumbooroo - dItto .. 3 ,. -
Mayoa - - 91 • dItto .. .. .. ditto - - ditto .. 9 ... , .. 
Mayoq. - -. ~ 18 ditto ditto dItto 

, .. .. - .. .. • • • S - -
Appoo ,,' .. .. ,1mo. ditto ; .. oJ ditto .. 'ditto -- - I - -
Koottah - .. gdY' dItto dluo <huo 

. .. - - .. - .. · 1 .... - ~ ""9' . 
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... .., 
0 ... 

.. '" III Q 
,J:l<C 
SZ ::s .. 
Z~ -
569 
570 
571 
.s7' 
573 
574-
575 
576 
577 
578 
579 
580 
581 
582 
583 
584-
585 
586 
581 
5 88 
589 
590 
591 
911 
93 
94-
95 
96 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
I) 97 

98 5 
5 
(;/ 

99 
00 
01 6 

60 
6 

ell 
03 
04 -6 

6 
6 
6 
60 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

05 
06 

o~ 
09 

6 
6 
6 

6 

10 
11 
111 
13 
14-
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 
110 

621 

6~1I 

6 l1S 
(J1l4 
625 
696 
627 
628 
6119 

30 

31 
632 

33 6 
6 

~ 6 
34-
35 

~~ 
III'" ",;5 
:::s':: -
male 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 

female 
male 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
wtto 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

' dltt(1 
ditto 

female 
male 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
male 

female 
male 

female 
male 
ditto 

female 
male 

ti:male 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

female 
male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 

male 
female 
male 

ditto 

ditto 

female . 
male 

female 
male 

{emale 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 

mal~ 
dItto 

female 

AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 145 
. · Amount Names of 

of Donation to 
CASTE. 

~rellent 
, 

NAMES. Age Villages where enabletbem R~M ... nK~. 
Resldmg. Occupation. to provide 

Necessary. 

• ......--. R. a. p 
Vooththa Kottall 25Y' Kembutty - Kodumboar,o- - labourer - :J - -
Mathoo · · lI2 • ditto .. - - ditto - ditto - 3 - -
Katlmbnh ~ lIO , - illtto - , - • ditto - ditto - 3 - -
Sonhboo · .. 18' . ditto - - .. ditto - ditto - 3 - -
Mathoo - · 15 - ditto · - · ditto · ditto .. 3 - -
Poovah UJlah - 55 .. ditto - · - ditto - ditto - ~ - -
Poovah UJJah · 110 .. ditto · · .. JlttO - ditto - \I - -
Koothoo - .. 18 - ditto · · - ditto · ditto .. \I - -
Thlmmoo - .. 15 .. ditto - - .. ditto · ditto · 3 - -
Kauree - · 50 Hohah · - KaunthoOloq - ditto · 3 - -
Byrah - - 15 ditto ~ 

.. · ditto - ditto .. 3 - -
Thlmmy .. .. 35 ditto · .. .. ditto .. ditto .. II - -
Singhe .. .. 15 ditto • .. .. ditto · ditto · II - -T1uppli .. · 5 ditto · - .. ditto .. ditto · 1 - -
Kaullah · 3m" • ditto .. .. ditto ditto ~ .. .. .. · , - -
wtto - .. 20 y. ditto · · - ditto - ditto · 3 - -

Soobbah .' - 30 ditto · - .. 'ditto - ditto - 3 - -Loobby .. - 115 ditto - - - ditto · ditto - II - -
Venchaty 

(!t - 7 chtto - ditto ditto · .. .. - 1 - -
Cluttay - - 40 _ ditto .. - - dlttll - ditto - II - -
Tbayee - .. 9 ditto " - - ditto - ditto - 1 - -
Lmghah - .. 7 ditto - .. - ditto - ditto - 1 - -
Veocatah - - 3 ditto - - - ditto - ditto .. 1 - -
Lmgha - - 115 ditto - - Badaga - - ditto .. 3 - -
Lmgha - - 15 ditto - - ditto - -. dItto - :3 - -
Tbayee .. - 40 dItto - - ditto - - ditto - II - -Sunnah .. - 40 ditto - .. ditto - - ditto - 3 - -ditto . .. 20 ditto - - ditto . · ditto - 2 - -

17nrell .. - 7 ditto .. - wtto - - ditto - 1 - -
mma UjJah - 30 -Kernbutty - ditto - - ditto - \I - ,-

Barah .. · 20 .)lohah - - Kaunthooroo ~ ditto · 3 - -
Ammy - .. 25 Kemoutty - Ikolah - - ditto - 2 - -. 
Thavah - - 32 Hallah - - Kauntbooroo - ditto - 3 -- -
CMtay - - 23 ditto - - - ditto - ditto - \I - -
Bommah • .. 2 ditto - · - ditto - ditto - 1 - -
RamRh - .. 30 dltta ~ - - ditto .. ditto - 3 - -
Glddee - - 25 ditto .. 0- - ditto - ditto - II - -
Jeen/lJl .. .. 45 ditto .. .. - ditto - ditto · 3 - -
Chitta' . - 35 ' ditto .. 0- - ditto - ditto - 1I - -
Thavy - - 45 wtto .. - ~ ditto - ditto · 1I - -NunJoo Kottah - 40 Kembutty - Moo¢armoody .. ditto · 3 - -
Achoo Kottah - 12 - ditto - - - ditto - .. dlttb - 1 - -
Makoo - · 65 - ditto - - - ditto - ditto - 1I -- --
Ikottah - - 113 - ditto - - Badaga - .. ditto · 3 

. - --Tbockah - - 40 Hollah - - ThaygathoorQo - cultivator - 3 - - } "" hn ..... flaod, Lmghee - .. 30 . wtto .. - - ditto " - ditto - 2 - -- and t/le usual pro-

Bree - .. 8 ditto .. · .. ditto - ditto - 1 - - portion of tuck a 
C Itty - - II wtto .. - .. ditto - mUo .. 1 - - gIven to these . f 100 buttles oflaJld Appoo - - 45 ditto ... .. .. ditto · dItto - 3 - .. lind the usual pro 'j'hayee .. - 40 ditto · - - wtto - ditto .. 2 - - 1 portion of tucka" Poottab - - 11 ditto · - - wtto - duto .. 1 - - given to these. 
Nunj~ - .. ~o ditto · · ." ditto - dItto - 3 - - .. 50 buttiesofJand, 

aDd tl)e usual pro-
(lOl'Uon of tuckllvy . given to these 

Byrah .. - 118 ditto ,. - - ditto - ditt~ .. 3 ... J 70 but ties ofland. - and the usual pro-
" , . l poruon oftuckavy Chenllah - - 115 ditto - - - ditto . - ditto - 2 -- - glVen to I.besc. 

Tbayoo - · 55 Paula)' .. - Maravoodoo - laboufel' - 3 - -
Ramie .. · !l8 ditto .. .. .. ditto - ditto - 2 - -

vy 

y 

Soobbah. - - 4 ditto · .. - ditto .. ditto - 1 - ... 
Ummie .. - 35 Hollah · .- Kuttay Madoo • ditto .. 2 -- -
Rlmgab - .. II ditto .. .. · ditto - ditto - 1 -- -
Sobb&h .. - 50 ditto ~ . - Bettagary .. cultivator - 3 - - )'00 hntbN 0 Luckah . · 12 'dItto - - .. tbuo - - ditto - 3 - - land, aod the 
Chenoah .. .. 18 ditto - - · ditto - - ditto - 3 - - usual proportion 
1'hame - - 30 ditto - · - ditto - - ditto - II - - ' of tuclavy given 
Paurvathee 60 ditto wtto 

. 
ditto • \I to t1u:s~. · - .. .. - - - - -

f 

Byrah .. 28 ditto wtto .. ditto 3 
f 100 buttles oflan - " 

.. · - - .. - - and the usulll pm 
EddaJ~ - - 114- ditto .. - - ditto .., - ditto - 3 - ... 

lPortlon of tuck a Kaullee - .. IS' ditto - - - ditto - - ditto - ,1I - - given to thelll!. · (CONtII1le 



't;!! 
~ fJ .. . 

.0<1'1 o,!! 
S.':l <I> os 
12 al '<is 

_<I> Zo ~~ - _. 
636 
637 
633 
639 
640 

6+1 
642 
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6+4-
(i45 
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647 
648 
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49 
.so 
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53 
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60 

6 
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61 
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64 
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67 
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69 
69 
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8 69 

69 
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mille 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 

wtto 
male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
dItto 

male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
inale 

ditto 

female 

male 
female 
ditto 
male 

ditto 
female 
ditto 
male 

female 

male 
femaJe 
male 

ditto 
female 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

female 
male 

female 
male 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

female 

male 
female 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 

male 
female 
male 

female 
ditto 
male 

female 

male 
female 
male 

ditto 
female 
male 

'I 

CORRESPONDENCE ON' TaR SLAVE 'fRADE,' 

Names of 
. Amount 

of Donation til 
Age. CA81'E. Villages where 

Present , enable them R£MAIIXI. 1IAlIlIi .•• ' , 
OccupatIOn. to provide 

R.esidmg. Necessary. - - - 'If - -. ll. 
~ 

G. p. 
Maythoo - ~ 3'> Houah · · Poloogoole · cultivator - 3 - -
Jugee · · 30 ' ditto · .. · ditto • · dItto · 3 .. -
Byree 13 ditto ditto ditto 

.. 
· · .'i - · - '" ' . - ~ - -

• ditto ditto 
. 

Buss_vy - . ' HI, · - . - ditto · . - - '1 - -
Thayee · - - 9 • ditto · , . -, ditto • · .dltto - 1 - 100 butties or -

, ditto 
, 

ditto 
l~Dll; 'and' the 

Byree - .: 7 • t · .. ditto .. I · - 1 - - usual l'roPQrtloll 
Byrab - - 3 ditto · : .. - ditto .. ! · ditto .. ' 1 - · - ot tuckavy glveQ 
Kaullah · - 30 ditto -, .. Bettagary .. ditto .. 3 - - to these. 
Tha~e · · 25 - ditto' - · .. ditto .. I .. ditto · i - '-
YellY" 9: ditto 

, 

ditto ditto · · .. , · .. .. - · 1 - -
• dItto 

, '. i .j 

Kaullee .. - 4m' - ditto .. · -ditto · 1 - -I 
, 

Chicka .. 18y~ ditta I Ooloogoolee labourer - '!It t ~ • .. .. 3 - -
'l'hippah ... - 35: ditto .. i ~ • • dItto • - ditto .. 3 - -, 
Yeeree dItto ditto· .. ditto · · - 20 >. I · · ... · a - -
Thayee .. - 18i ditto ,- · - ditto " . - ditto · ~ - -
Suththa - - 60; ditto ,. .. ~ ditto .. · ditto .. 3 - -
Vurtba - - 40 ditto · - Bettagary · cultlvator · 3 '" - [ 90 buttiesofland. 

, , and the usua) pro-

Thanee - · 25, ditto - · - ditto · - ditto · II .. - l portIOn of tud.,avl 
given to these. 

Appoo · -, 50 ditto - - Muckundooroo • ditto - 3 - - { > •• b"tt, .. o£ 
Byree · · '.15 ditto · · ." ditto • · ditto '. s .. - land, and the 

Motty '" · 60 ditto · · - ditto '" - ditto · 1I .. - usual proportion 

Tlllppah '" · 1'1 wtto · f - - ditto '" .. ditto · 3 
of tuckavy ,glveQ .. - to these. 

Soobbah - "'" 60 dltt" · - - ditto · · ditto .. 3 - .. 
Byree · · 40 ditto .. · .. wtto ,. · ditto. .. I - } .,b"t.Ho£",,,, 
Mayoo · 12 ditto .. · '" ditto .. · dlttq · 1 .. - and the usual pro-

Soomoo ". · 8 ditto - '" '" dItto · · ditto ., 1 - - portion or turkavy 

SomOI> '" - 30 ditto '" · '" dJtto · - wtto '" t - .. given to these. 

Byroo '" - 70 ditto - · - ditto - · ditto - 3 - - {"31 bot".",,,,,,,,. 
Kootoo - '" 55 ditto - .. ditto · · wtto '" II - .. and the usual pro-

Sunndh · .. 30 ditto - .. - ditto - · ditto - 3 - - portion of tuckavy 
glveo to these. 

Byroo - · 40 ditto '" · · ditto · · ditto - 3 - -
SID gee · - 25 dllto · '" '" diuo .. · ditto - 'J - .. 
Soobbee '" '" 30 ditto, - · - dItto • .. ditto '" s .. -
Thodda · .' '1 ditto · · - wtto .. .. ditto - 1 - - 65 buttieBoflan~ 
Bommah - -' 6 ditto '" · '" wtto · · ditto .. 1 .. -
KoolOO !htto 

. , 
ditto ditt6 

and the usual pro-

- · 3 - '" '" .. .. · :l - - porllon of tuckav1 
LIDp.ah · '" I dItto - · .. ditto .. - ditto - 1 - - given to these. 
SunDav 

, 
• ditto, ditto ditto · - 25 - .. .. · · · !Z - -

Kaulhih - - 3 ditto .. · · ditto .. .. 'ditto .. 1 - · -
Yeerah 

, 
ditto ditto ditto 1 '" ·i 1 .. · · .. .. - - -

Kaulla .. -J 30 ditto · - .. ditto .. .. ditto - 3 - - } sBl b"ttl" o£ 
Thavah .. - 20 dllto, '" .. - ditto • .. ditto · 3 .. - laud, and' the 

l\lunJah .. .. -9 ditto - .. .. ditto · .. ditto - 'I .- - usual proportlO~ 

Byrah - · 4- ditto .. - .. dItto - .. • ditto · 1 - - of tuckavy given 
Kaullee ditto 

· .. · '1' .. .. · ditto .. - . ditto .. 1. - - to these. _ 

Yeerah - .. 40 ditto · .. · ditto .. - 'ditto - 3 - -
ditto 

, 
60 ditto ditto · dItto ,- - · .. - .. .. - !Z - - )9' buthnof'Ja,'" Byree .. .. 30, ditto .. ditto " Ihtto .. 'J -- .. .. · - and the usual pro-

Lmghie ~ .. , 25 ditto - · .. ditto .. .. ditto · II - -
Bussary · ~ ditto wlto ditto 

. porllon of tuckavy • 
- · .. .. - .. .. • - -

lluppee · " 4 · ditto. - .. .. ditto .. · ditto .. r - - given to these. 

bunnay .. .. 1, ditto .. .. .. dItto '" .. ditto · • I - -· · . 
Lingah · .. 35 ditto .. .. .. ditto .. .. ditto .. :1 - .. 
Byree .. '" 25 ditto - .. .. dlno · .. dltt<J .. 11 - - ) ,. bott"'o£' .... . Yeerah . · -. S ditto .. · . dItto ,ditto I .. .. . .. o. - - and the usual pra.. 
Lingee .. .. 10 ditto .. .. · ditto .. .. .dltt~ · 1 - -
Yeeree - .. 3 dittO' · .. · ditto ,. - ditto .. l - - portion o{tuckavT 

BoHoo 35 ditto ditto ditto 
, gIven to these • .. .. .. - · · · - 3 - -

'lhlppee '" .. 20 ditto dJuo wtto, · .. , - · .. · - g - -
Chinny .. · 50 dltt~ ditLO :. ditto • f 7sbuttie80fland, - - - .. · 3 - -
Kenchee - .. 40 ditto ditto · . dItto 

, and, the usual pro- • - · - - · ,g - -- t portion of tuckavy Lmgah .. .. 29 dlttq" , · - .. ditto ,: I · ditto · 3 -- - . given to dleee.-" > . . 
Mury' - .. 30 ditto - " ditto ditt~ { 3D b"'."o£' ..... - - . .. - 3 - - and the usual prg-
Thayee - '" '1.5 ditto ditto 

I 
, -, - - -, · ullto .. ~ - - portion of tuckavy Kurryah - _ · 8111" ditto I ditto 

I 

dItto' 
. 

- · · . · · 1 - '-, · , given to these. : , 
i i '. • , 

; 

• 



; 

.... Qg 
tB 
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7011 
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154 
'iss 
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i1 
7~ 
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74 
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AND MEASURES T~~N 1;OR ITS ABOLO'ION. 147 
-

I 
, ~ 

j Names of \ Amount 
j of Donation to 

.. <I> 
NAMI!.8. Age. CASTS. Villages where Present enable thl'm REMARKS. t>_ 

<II <II 
.. S Re8ldlDg. Occupation • ~(t provide 
.... <1> " ~ecessary. 
~'"" --1----- - • t - B. a. p, 
male Byrah · .. 35Y' Hohah .. - Muckundooroo - cultivator - 3 - - } ..,b"'lin.n .. , female Byree - · 85 ditto .. · .. ditto .. ditto .. ~ - -
ditto Thlppee · .. 8 ditto .. · .. ditto - ditto - 1 - - and the usual pro 

male Thavah · · 5 ditto · - .. ditto · mtto - I - - portIOn of tuckavy 

femllie Ryree .. .,. 3 ditto - · " ditto. .. ditto .. 1 - - given to these. 

male Jogee - .. 60 ditto .. .. · ditto. - labourer .. a - -
femllle Byree · ... 9 ditto .. · .. ditto .. ditto' - 1 - -
ditto Luckon · .. 3 ditto · .. - ditto .. ditto .. 1 '- -
ditto Clunnl .. - 4 mUo .. · · ditto · mttQ - I ,,- -
male Goon ah .. 110 ditto ditto ditto 3 I .. - · :: · - \"" -

female Soobbee - · 110 ditto .. · .. ' ditto .. mttq, .. II - -
mUo Machee · .. u ditto - - Kodagathaloo .. ditto .. II - -
male Yeerah · .. 115 ditto .. - .. ditto .. ditto - 3 - .-

female Thayee - .. 113 ditto .. · ~ ditto .. ditto .. II - -
ditto Thayee · .. 25 ditto · - .. ditto - ditto .. 11 - -
ditto Yeeree - - 18 mtto .. - · mtta - ditto .. sa - -
ditto Hoollee - .. 15 ditto - .. · ditto - ditto - II - .,.. 
mtta Kitty - .. 7 m' ditto .. .. .. ditto, .. ditto - II - -
male Sunnah .. . .. 25Y' ditto .. · Kathakooloo · ditto 3 - -· felQale Soobbee ,.,. , 50 ditto · · :' mtto .. ditto · II - -
ditto Thoommy .. 18 ditto .. .. .. ditto - ditto · 11 - -
ditto Byree -- • 6 mtto .. · - mtto · ditto · I - -
male Byrah · · 3 mtto · · - , dittG · mtto · I - -

female Lmghee, - .. 30 ditto " · Ibbenevolavady ditto - s - -
ditto Bussavy .. .. 35 ditto · - .. ditto .. ditto - !lI - -
ditto Kooltoo · .. 40 ditto .. · KodagathQlloo - mtto · 1& - -
mtto Yeeree .. • 8 dittO - · .. ditto- - ditto -. 1 - -
male Koo~lha Thimmah s') ditto · - .. ditto - ditto .. 3 - -

female Thlmmee - .. 18 ditto - .. ... ditto - ditto - 9 - -
mtto Thlppee - .. 35 ditto · .. · ditto - ditto .. II - .. 
male LlDgah .. · IS mUo "/ - .. dItte) - ditto - 3 - ... 
ditto Soobbah · I' ~ ditto · - .. ditto - mtto - 1 - -

female Lmghee - p' 1~ ditto .. - .. ditto - ditto .. II - -
ditto Uck.o 16 ditto ditto 

, 
ditto II - -." ,. - · .. - .. 

ditto Belli · - 'Ii mtto · · - ditto .. mtto - 1 - -
male bunnah .. " 3~ ditto · - · ditto - ditto .. 3 - -
ditto KauUah - .. .. 4~ ditto - - .. ditto - ditto .. 3 - -

female Yeeree - .. 30 ditto - .. · mtto · mUo .. II - -
male Yerah 'I ditto ditto mtto · 1 -· .. 

" · II - - -
female Mathee -- .. i ditto .. · .. ditto .. ditto - 1 - -
ditto Umballay. . .. 'JS ditto .. '. .. dlttG · ditto .. II - -
m.ale Thlpf,ah .. .. 3' ditto .. .. .. ditto .. ditto .. 1 - -

female Kool ee _. ~ 1; mtto ,. .. .. ditto - mtto - • - -
male 80lloo · ., 40. Kembutty .. .. ditto .. ditto - :f - '-

female Soobbee_. .. 6 ditto _I · · ditto .. ditto .. 1 - .. 
male Achoo · "'- !I dlttG · · - ditto .. ditto .. 1 - -
ditto ChlDnee .. ., 38 - dlttct -: - Kl1ggodloo - ditto - :r - -

female Somoo 'J5 ditto • ditto · I ditto .. " - -.. - · · · 
male Lingah · .. 70 ditto .. · · ditto - .. ditto -' I~ - - , 
ditto ~oo · .. 6 ditto .' " .. mUo · .. ditto - - -
mtto athoo .. 01 7m' ditto .. .. ... ditto .. - dlttG · '1 - -, 

female Thungoo .. · !lily' dlttq .. .. · ditto · - ditto · ,9 - -
ditto Munjee • .. 3 ditto .. · ~ ditto " · ditto - 1 - -
ditto Ummee -- ": , ditto " · .. ditto .. · mtto - ,I - '-j 

male Thoddah Appoo 35 ditto " · .. ditto · - ditto · ,3 - -
female Mundee - 95 ditto .. ditto · ditto -' S - , -.. .. · -
male Jyoo. .. .. 4- ditto · · .. ditto · - ditto .. '[ - -
ditto Soobbah .. - _ .. s ditto .. · .. ditto · · diU" .. 1 - ..., 
ditto SunDah Appoo • 18 ditto .. .. .. ditto · · - ditto .. ,$ - -I 

ditto Bellee • - 35 -dlttG · - .. ditto • - ditto - 1I - -, 
female Ummee -. 26 ditto-

I ditto dilte 
, .. .. ' · .. · · · It - --

male Theerookoo .. 95 Holiah - .. .. ditto · · ditt. .. 3 - - , 
female Chavoody .. 20 mtto · • .. diuG · .. mtto .. • - ,- . 
male Byrah • · !.I8 dlttG 'oo .. Kautigary · dittQ, · 3 ...... , 
female Lme;hee .. .. 55 dlttct · · • ditto - .. dlttG - a - ... , 
ditto Chlttay .. ... 90 ditto '. - • diu!) .. ~ mtto - t - .... 
ditto ~ree _- .. 18 • mtte) .. .. · ditto · · mUo · t - .-
ditto aullee .. 4-m' ditto - 'ditto :;. . 

mtto 
, 

I -'" .. .. · · -
ditto Linghee · ... JOY' ditto · - .. ditto, - - ditto .. I - - ; 

male Soobbah .. • !.IS dlttct .. < .. l3alJghary .. mtto · 3 - -
ditto Mandoo .. '" 26 ditto - · - diU!) .. - ditto .. 3 ... -
ditto Sunnah .. .. 97 ditto .. .. .. ditto .. .. ditto - .3 - -
ditto Byrah .. · iO' ditto .. .. • . mUO .. .. ditto - '3 - -
ditto Thoddah " . J. 10 ditto .. .. - mUo 4 ~ ditto · 1 - - I 

, (colltmued) 

va .. 



-Amount . .... Names qf of DonatIOn to 0:: 
Vlliages where 

Present I enable them RSMARIU. t B ~~ NAMES. Age. CASTE. 

1~ III as nesldm3 
Occupation. to provide 

-8 Necessary. :: .. 
'" III 

, 
ZQ ~"'" .. II I;i , · ........ 

---'"-- - ~- Tit? , ~~-- -- R. ll. p. . 
Maut:hao· .. BoJiab .. • Balighal'Y - labourer - 1 - -

~1~ male 4 
ditto ditto - t - -female Sunnay 40 ditto - · .. • · 77 - · .' 901 ditto - - ditto " · ditto ~ 2 - -

~77 dltta Sunnay - -
ditto Mauthay ~ · ditto - .. 1 - -

78 maia KalllJah - .. 70 - -
~oobbah '20 ditto - - .. ditto .. - ,htto - 3 - -

'779 ditto - .. 
dItto 

ditto Bytah - .. 7 dittu · - - ditto • - - 1 - -,80 ditto ditto - r - -781 dItto 'lbayra{!:4· ,j 6 ditt" - - - - -
ditto ditto - 2 - -782 female Slddee - .. 50 dlttu · - - " -

ditto Chittay · 35 dluu - - .. ditto - - ditto .. t - -
783 -

dltttl - ditto • - dltth - • - -783 ditto ChItty - .. 35- · · 
,84 ditto Uckao · · 12 dlttU - · - dItto .. - dltt. - I - -
785 ditto Luc/jmee - · 15 dItto - · " ditto · - dltt. - t - -
,36 male Oollah - ... 60 dlttd - · .. dItto • - ditto ..., , 3 - -
78'7 dItto Pooppah - .. 14 dluU - · .. ditto ~ - dlttl~ · 3 ,- -
788 ditto Buthlah - · 18 dItto - - .. ditto ~ · dltth - 3 - -
789 female Luck('e - · 45 dItto - - .. d,tto .. · dltt" · II - -
79° clltto Subbee - ~ III ditto · - .. ditto .. · ditto - !Z - -
'1!J1 male Yrerah - · 30 dItto - - .. ditto - - ditto w 3 - -

ditto dit~ dltt~ t 
. -792 ditto Byr.th - - 7 w - .. .. - .. -

'193 ditto Chlcka Byrah .. 1 dItto - - .. ditto .. · diU. - I - -
'794- female Soobbee - - 25, .dItto - · .. ditto · · dltte · s, - ... 
795 ditto Byree - · 7 ditto · - .. ditto .. - dlttit - I - -
796 ditto l\lausthee ~ 6 ditto · · "- ditto .. - dltt~ - t - -
'197 dltto Luckee - - 10 d' dItto · · - ditto- .. · dItto - r - -
798 male &oobbah - · 28 Y'\ ditto · - .. dItto " · dattl - 3' - -
799 ditto BYIOO · .. 20 ditto · I. . dItto I. - dltttl - 3 - -
Sao female Lucl,ee - · 2~1 d,tto - - .. ditto .. - dltt& - 1I - -
801 male Eddah - - dltta - - .. dItto • - dlttG - » .. ... 
802 ditto Kavagadee - 36

1 

dltttJ - - .. dItto .. - dltttt · 3 - -· 803 ditto Luchma - · 15 dlttu - - - dItto .. - dltt~ - :3 - -
804- female Yeeree - - 35 dItto · - - dItto .. - dltt~ · 2 - -
805 ditto Cblckee - · 4 0 dIU/) - - - 4lltto .. - dltt. 0 I - -
806 d,tto Thlppee - · 60 ditto - - - ditto .. - dltt~ - 2 - -
807 dItto Baree - · 28 d,tttJ - - ~ IDtto .. - dlU$ · I - -
808 ditto SJddee - 0 25 dilte - - Balighary - dltt4t - , - -
80[1 male Poottah 35 ditto fIalary cultivator 3 ( lob b ... , .. " - - · - - - - - - /atjd lind th~ 

810 female Sid dee - · 1 dltla - - dItto .. - ditto - 1 - - O511a\ proportJdl1 

811 ditto Lmghe · · ... ditto · - -dItto . - - ditto - • - - ot' lucllav, ttvell 
M,) to tlJege. 

812 male Glddah Byrah ~ 40 dlttt> w - ditfe · - diuca. · 3 -... 
813 d,tto Hollah ~ - 45 dItto · ~ ~itt9 · · dltteJI - 3 - -
81 4 dItto (,hennah ~ - 4 ditto - ~ tIlitt., · · dltt<l · I - r 
81 5 dItto Soobban · · 3 dItto · · iiltto · - 'ditto · 1 - - 50 buttie,otland. 
816 female Lmghe ~ · 25 dItto - · dItto · 0 dItto - t - - and the usual pre· 
81 7 dItto Byree - - 30 ditto · · ditto · 0 dItto · "'l - - portion or tl.1tkatY 
818 ditto Chenny - · 5 dute) · · dItto • · ditto · 1 - - given to thelll!. ~ 
81 9 ditto Yeeree - .. 4- dltt6 - · dItto · - ,ditto · 1 - --820 dItto Chenny • 0, J dlttd - · d,8to · 0 dItla '. 1 - -821 dItto Byree · - 60 dItto - - d,lto · .. dItto - ~ - -822 male Koontah - . 

30 ; dItto dlrw labourer, -- · · · · a - -RIl3 female Byree - · 20 ditto - · ditto · · ditto · 2 - ... 
824 male Koollah - · 22 ditto - · ditto • · Qultlvatot - 3 - -8115 ditto Maytha - · 24 dItto- '- - dll't6< · · ditto , . 3 - -820 ditto Kuryah - ., 13 ditto- - · dItto .. · ditto - :i '": .. 1 'oO _ .. of 
827 female Byree - - 16, ditto. '. - dlt<t& .. - dItto - !l - -, land, and the 
828 male Thlppah - - 40 dltt<J '. · d"lu~ · - dItto - ~ - - usual proportiOlt 
829 ditto Yeerah 0 - 25 . dlu<f - · dItto · - ditto · 3 - 7 r ''''''Y 1<"" 830 ditto Slddah - .. 1 ditto ' . · dlno · · dItto - 1 ... ... - to these. 
83\ female Murythavee .. 20 dlw, ' . - dj~t. • 0 dItto -. 2 - -83'1 ditto Byree · · 18 dItto - - dlt'tt)l · - ditto 0 2 - -
833 male Thommah - 55 dlttG - dll'!8> · . - labours i 

~ - · - ... 
8al dItto Kuryah - .. 5 dlttG '. · dlt' .. · - dItto · 1 - .... 
8J5 female Pootty · .. 411 ditto. - - dItto • · dItto - ll- - -836 male JelJoo 

, 

· - 3., ditto - · d,t1:Q. · · d,tto - 3 - -837 ditto Chavooda - 7 dItto- · - ditto. · · ditto - 1 - -838 dItto Thavagah - · 2 ditto- · - dltt6 · · dItto 1 -8J9 female Tharee • - -
w 30 dIttO' - · 11ltto .. - dItto ~ -640 ditto Yelly · - < · · 4 dItto · · d.11:0 .. - ditto ~ 841 male' Byrab · - -- · 20 dItto- - · dino .. - ditto 3 842 female - --Anoome - - 40 dItto · - -dItto .. · dittO' 

843 male LIllgha · 2 - - I · .. "3° dItto ). - ditto) . ' .. - ditto 
844 female Googre - S - -· - 20 dItto - - 11lt_ .; - dItto 
841) ditto Yeerlle , ' . 2 - -· · 30 ditto - · d,tN- .. · d,tto ~ 2 - - . 

I I 
I . 



AND Ml!:AStJRES TAKEN FOn. ITS A:a()tl~l()N. 

Age CASTE. 

Names af 

Villages' wbere 

Resldmg. 

Present 

Occupation. 
I 

Amount 
of pOllatlon to 
enable them 

to- provide 
Jilecessary. 

i ! 
1 

1 l' 
~l\(AI1Kf' 

1 

----~ --------------l---I-------------,r------a.~-~-~·,---------·I·------------J----~I---Q~~---I 
846 male 
847 ditto 
848 ditto 
849 female 
850 male 
851 ditto 
85!1 ditto 
853 female 
854 ditto 
855 male 
856 ditto 
857 ditto 
858 female 
859 ditto 
860 male 
861 ditto 
8611 ditto 
863 female 
'864 ditto 
865 dmo 
866 ditto 
~67 male 
868 female 
869 male 
870 ditto 
871 female 
87~ ditto 
873 ditto 
874 male 
875 female 
876 ditto 
877 ditto 
878 mdle 
879 female 
880 ditto 
881, male 
8811 female 
883 ditto 
884 ditto 
885 ditto 
886 ditto 
887 ditto 
888 male 
889 ditto 
3go dttto 
~gl, ditto 
l!gll fmale 
893 ditto 
894 ditto 
895 male 
896 female 
897 male 
8g8 female 
899 ditto 
900 male 
901 ditto 
9011 ditto 
903 ditto' 
904 chtto 
g05 ditto 
g06 female 
907 ditto 
908 ditto 
g09 male 
910 female 
911 ditto 
912 male 
913 female 
914 ditto 
915 male 
916 ditto 
917 ditto 
918 duto 
919 female 
920 chtto 

Byrab • .. 5 - Holiah 
Bellee - a 40 Haravah 
Bolldopah • 4 ditto 
Kooree· • 25 ditto 
Karnlbah • • 411 ditto 
Kurpah. • 7 dltte) 
Arkab.. 1\1 ditto 
Kan~ay. .. 1111 ditto 
KauJlee· • 115 dlttll 
Dalhllh - • • 30 ditto 
N uddah - • 4 dltte) 
KoUumbnn • 3 dlttb 
Kooree '. ..' 115 dlttlY 
Kurtha .. .. I dittO' 
Kauvalah - • 35 ditto 
Chanmah • • 40 ditto 
Kanah • • 3 dltt~ 
Moyee • .. 119 ditto 
Keerlly.. .. 30 dlttb 
Sunnay. • 60' dltte)' 
Munjee. .. 3 duto 
Nunj'ah - • 40 dl~tb 
Nun.ree - • 31 dltte) 
MoolIab.. .. 115' ditto 
Chaulhee • • 60 ditto 
Kambee.. .. 15 ditto 
SunDay. .. II ditto 
Thungha • • lIO ditto 
Kauree.. • 40 • ditto 
Kaui\ree. .. lI5 dltta 
Mankay. • 411 ditto 
Che~koo· .. 5 ditto' 
Bollah - .. 25 ditto 
PlInnny. • 19 ditto 
Nuntay· • 2 dittO' 
Bollah - .. 60 dittIJ 
SlInnay. .. 511 dltt" 
KauHee. .. 4 ditto 
C'haUthay. a 25 ditto 
Paudhay. - 30 ditto 
Ummee - • 42 dltta 
LooD'day.. • 3 ditto 
Nau~ah { a 8 dltta 
Mautah.. • 6 dlttb 
Cburtlbah • ~ 3 oitto 
BaUsh • • 4 ditto 
Vonathee - - 115 ditto 
N&nll:ay.. - 7 ditto 
Pootty .. - 5 ditto 
Chuilgarah .. 70 ditto 
Munhay - '" 55 ,dltt" 
Pankah - • 55 -dittO' 
Munbay.. • 40 ditt8 
Kalnlluc.. .. ... ditto' 
BolookalT. • 5 ditto' 
Kalamay • a 20 ditto' 
Koo~tah,. - a 55 ditto' 
Koonthay Byrah 40 Hohab 
Byrab .. .. 111 ditto' 
Lmgllh .. .. 20 dltl& f 
Naugah - .. 10 dItto-
Kempee.. .. 30 ditto 
Chitty • • 18 ditto' 
Mautha. .. 1 ditto 
Bachee - .. 8 ditto' 
Yeeree - .. 5 dlttlJ 
Kurl'umbah .. '35 mtto f 
Vurllhee. ... 25 dltt& 
Baulet • .. 20 dItto 
Laudao • ." 7 " ditto' 
Sub bah. ~ 7 ditto 
Kanab ., - 50' dItto 
Byrlfh \ • t 24 liJttlJ 
Uckoa • - 40 ditto 
Yee1'ee .. - lid ditto 

.. - lIa111t1 .. 
, 

- - dlttl) .. 
• - ditto • 
• -" ditto -
• - ditto • 
• - ditto • 
• - ditto • 
• .. dlttb • 
.. • dltt" -
• • dlttH -
• • dlttH • 
• • dltte • 
• • tlitl.. • 
• • ditt. " 
• - dit1:\f • 
- - dltb~ '-
- • dttt9' 'I-

.. - dltt~ -
• - c:\iUG' " 
- - dill-it .. 
• .. dcitt& '-
• -&t~· 
• - -ditltJI .. 

, - - dJttli' .. 
• • dittO' -
• • ditto' .. 
• • dlttlf- .. 
_ _ dil;l.41 ... 

• - ditto' ... 
• - dittO' .. 
- • dItto' .. 
• - dlUG' -
• • dltt4< -
• - dittO' • 
- .' dlttG' ". 
.. • ditto -
• ~ ditto -
- - ditto -
• • ditto .. 
- - ditto • 
.. - ditto ... 
- - dilto .. 
• • ditto" '. 
• • ditto -
• • ilitto • 
- • ditto • 
- • ditto -
• • ditto -
• •• ditto • 
• .. 'ditto -
- - ditto' -
- • UltlIJ' • 
• - dilto • 
• • ditto • 
• • dlttD -
- • ditto • 
.. - ditto • 
• • Ebblitlllgary 
.. - ~ linta .. 
• ... ditto -
• •• -." ditto -
• .~ ~ «itIo .. 
- ... dlttil • 
- • - ditto • 
• - ,.. drtto -
- -... ditto .. 
~ • Mereat'8 • 
• • dltlo ... 
- .. dltte -. 
.. '.. dltt.f! -
.. • ditto .. 
.. • l{ urvalat • 
.. '. ditto ' .. 
.. .. dittO • 
• .. ditto .0 

-.. 1abol1r~ .' 
.. ditto 

~ - dlUb ) ~ 

• dlttb 
• ditto j 
.. dltt/) ~ 
- dlttb ~ 
• dltttl ~ 
- dltttt .I 

• dlttlJ ~ 
• ditto .. 
• dlttb .. 
• dltt!) .. 
- dlttli ..' 
• -dItto .. 
- dltttl .. 
• dltt" .. 
• dltttJ .. 
- dltttl .. 
• dltttl .. 
• dlttIJ .. 
• dltttl .. 
.. dlttb .. 
- ditw • 
- ditto -
• ,dlttb 0/ 

• ditto • 
- ditto • 
• ulttb oj 

• dltttl .. 
- Ultto .. 
• dlttti .. 
• ditto .. 
- dltttl ~ 
- dlttlJ .. 
• ditto -
.. ditto .. 
- dlttb .. 
• ditto .. 
• ditto • 
- ditto ~ 
• ditto .. 
- dltttJ .. 
• ditto .. 
• dltUt .. 
- duto ,J 

• ditto -
, ditto .. 
• ditto' ~ 
• ditto .. 
- ditto' .. 
• ditto' ,,J 

.. dlttu .. 

.. ditt~' '" 
• d}f;t8 - .. 
• dl€ts ~ 
- dlffq - .. 
- 1:uttl'9'lItor .. 
• difto ~ 
• ditto .. 
• ditto .. 
- ditto' .. 
- ditto .. 
• ditto .. 
- ditto .. 
• ditto .. 
• laboul'et .. 
- ditto _ 
• ditto .. 
• ditto. • 
• ditto .. 
- cultlvatot .. 
.. ditto • 
• dlttu -
.. ditto .. 

R. a"p, 
,I - -
~ - -
f - .. 
2 

~ 
1 - -
t - -, 
!l - -
:3 - -
1 - -
l - -
'J .. .. 

1 - ... 
3 .. -
'3 - -
1 - -
'J _ -
II _ -

'J - "" 
1 - ... 

'3 - -
'J _ -

3 - .. 
3 - -
2 .. .. 

1 - .. 
2 - -

3 - -
2 _ .. 
II _ -

1 - .. 

3 - .. 
2 - o. 

S, - .. 
3\ - -
2 - -
1 

~ - .. 
lil .. .. 

1 - -
1 .. -
3 - .. 
s '" ... 
~ - .. 
" - -
'I - .. 
1 .. .. 

3 - -
3 .. .. 
3 - -
3 .. -
:3 - .. 
1. .. ... 

~ - .. 
s - -
'I - -

70 buttles ofland 
and the usulIl prCl 
por'tien of'ttlckaty 
gIve4 til these. 

1 - 1- .. 

'I .... . 

3 ... -
11 .. .. 
G .... .... 

1 - -
1 - -
3 \.. -
3 ... .. 
II ... -
a - .. 

• 

,50 1)utties oHand. 
, I and the usual-pro 

J 
porhonoftrick/tv), 
given' to thtse. 

• (cant'nl/cd) 



.. 

..... 
o~ 
lil5 
ij'S 
~t 
~O -
9\11 
9~jl 

9~a 
9~4 

9515 
9516 
927 
928 
9519 
930 
931 

g31l 

933 
934 
935 
936 
937 
938 
9J9 
940 
941 

942 

943 
1)44 
945 
94() 
974-7 
948 
949 
950' 
951 
5~ 

953 
9 

9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
bO 
61 
6g 
63 
64 

,9 65 

9 66 
967 
968 
969 
970 
9il 
97g 
973 
974-
975 
976 
977 
978 
979 
980 
981 
9811 
9 83 
984 
985 
986 
987 
988 
989 
990 

99 1 

.. . o CI) 

Q)"a 
<a~ 
~~ -
male 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

female 
male 

female 
dItto 
male 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
male 
female 
male 
Ultto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 

female 
male 

female 
dItto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 

, 

I 

female 
male 
ditto 

fel'llale 
ditto 
flale 

f<!male 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
female 
male 
female 
ditto 
Clltto' 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 

female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

I 
~AMl!.S. 

I 
f 

Yeer~ .. 
Siddee -
Goongoory 
Poolty .. 
Gaurie .. 
'lhippee -
Linghe .. 
Naudoo .. 
Chlttay .. 
Lunnay · 
Byree . .. 
Linghee .. 
Lingah -
Maythoo -
Anoomah-
Anoomy .. 
Holee .. 
Yeerah .. 
Lmgah .. 
Bellachee· 
Gooudah • 
Uvevy .. 
BauUee .. 
Chellnah .. 
Soobbah .. 
Venckatab 
Kencha · Yeeree .. -
!:ilddee .. 
Rungah .. 
Kaulee .. 
Byrah · 
l3yrah .. 
tiugbe .. 
Byree .. 
Kaulee .. 
Lmghe .. 
Mllyboo .. 
Rory .. 
Thayvah .. 
Linghe .. 
LlDghe · Chenny • 
Karlmbah 
Semboo .. 

Thayvy • 
Byrah .. 
Lunnah Byrah 
Moty .. 
Kauvary .. 
Soobbah .. 
Soobbee .. 
Soobbee 
Mot) _. 
Tha~y .. 
Tha.rvah .. 
Byrl\h • 
Ke~pree .. 
Mo ~ah .. 
Thippee .. 
'Moyee - -
Lint,tbe .. 
Hooelle .. 
'Ihayee •• 
'lhhumah .. 
Venckatah 
Linghe · Linghe .. 
Yeeree .. 
Nursay .. 
Yeeree .. 

"" 

~ ,. , ~ ... T ;' t 

CORRESPONDENCE ON THE' SLA VB TRADE,' 
. " ~ - - . .-

I 
Names o( 

Amount , , ... 
" I of Donation to ~ . 

I 
Villages where 

P .. eaent enable them nBM ... i'K~ Age. CAsTa. . 
Residing: 

Occupation. to provide 
Necessary. J . 

I • . ,- -------· R. ClI. p. 
- 40 Holiah · · Mercara .. .. labourer - 3 - .-.. !l5 ditto -, .. ditto .. - ditto - !I .. .. 
.I ditto ditto 

. ditto 113 · .. .. - - 51 - -
ditto ditto 

/ ditto I 
I ~ 9 - - - - .. - -

p; 6 ditto .. · ditto .. .. ditto · 1 - -.. 4 ditto .. .. ditto ., .. ditto - .. - -dttto I ditto ditto .. 1 - · - · - 1 - -· 50 ditto - .. ditto · - ditto .. 3 - -
,I 20 ditto · .. ditto · - ditto - S - -.. 45 ditto · .. ditto .. .. ditto · • - -ditto ditto 

f ditto 
. 

~ 1§l .. .. · .. .. 1 - -
~ 10 ditto -) 

.. ditto .. · ditto - 1 - ... .. !IS ditto · · Gauleeleedoo ,- ditto , - 3 - ,po .. 18 ditto .. .. · ditto .. · ' ditto - 3 - -
~ 

121 ditto - .. .. ditto .. - ditto · 1 - -.. 2S ditto · · · ditto .. .. dittIJ . .. t - -.. 6 ditto - .. · ditto .. · ditto .. 1 - -.. 18 ditto .. .. .. ditto .. · ditto .. 3 - -.. !l0 diuo · .. .. dItto ~ - ditto · 3 - ... 
.: 40 - dittO' · '" ~ ditto· : · ditto · II - -· ga ditto · · '" dItto • .. ditto - 3 - -

40 ditto J ;. dItto .. dittO' ~ -.. .. .. · .. -.. 18 ditto · .. .. ditto. · dittO' · S - -.. 18 dItto .. .. · dItto .. · ditto · S - -.. 3' ditto . , .. .. dittO' '" - ditto .. I - -.. 3~ ditto · .. .. ditto· .. ditto .. 3 - -g5, ditto ~ ditto. , dlttq 3 t .. .. • .. .. ... -.. 
i~ 

ditto .' .. .. dItto .. · ditto · t - -.. ditto .. .. .. dittO' '" ' · ditto · II ... ... .. !lZ' dlUq .. .. ... ditto .. .. dlttg .. 3 ... ... .. 3S; ditto .. .. .. (huo - · ditto · t - -
" 3Q dlttt .. .. .. dmo .. .. . ditto .. 3 - -.. gs, ditto · · - ditto .. · ditto .. a - -
+ sui ditto .. .. ~ ditto .. .. ditto .. t - -,. 13 ditto .. .. - ditto .. .. dlttQ - 51 - -.. II ditto · .. .. ditto .. · ditto .. 1 - -.. g ditto - .. · ditto .. .. dItto · I - -
· 3 ditto .. · .. ditto .. .. ditto - 3 ... ... .. 60 ditto .. - .. ditto - .. ditto - s ... -.. 30 dItto .. .. .. ditto .. .. dItto .. 3 - -- 35 ditto .. - .. ditto .. .. ditto .. S - -.. 20 dItto .. .. .. dItto .. - dllto .. S ... -
~ 30' ditto .. · • .. ditto .. .. dittO -: !I - -.. 1& dIttO' · · · ditto .. .. ditto .. 1 - -.. 30' ditto · .. Kurvalay .. .. fult/valor .. 3 ... - • SO butlies orland, 

and t\le usual prO<' 
portion of tuckavl 
giveD to these. . .. 40' ditto .. .. Ml'rtara - .. labourer .. s - -- 25 ditto .. · ditto · · ditto .. 3 - -

· 16 dlttll -' .. ditto .. .. • ditto .. 3 - -
- 4°, ditto ,. · ditto .. · • ditto .. !&, - -· g~ ditto I .. · ditto .' .. ditto ,,' . S - --.. 40. Halal'ockaloo - dItto . .. · ditto .. 3- ~ -· 65, -. ditto .. .. dItto .. · ditto .. t - -
!' 510 .. dltt6 • · dItto .. .. . ditto .. !I - -.. l!i .. ditto .. · ditto :1 .. ditto .. s - -.. ~ altto .. .. ditto ditto .. 1 - . . .. -· 3 . ditto .. · dllto .. · ditto .. I - - , 
• aq Holiah - .. ditto · .. ditto .. 3 ... -.. !ld ditto .. · Nadoogany · ditto .. S - -
!' 5q r;htto · .. Mercara .... .. ditto - 3 - -.. 45 ditto ., .. · ditto '- · ditto - s - -
! l~ ditto · .. ditto ... . .. ditto .. 1 -. -
! 9 ditto · .. ditto ... . · . dllto .. 1 - .- I 

" 18 dItto .. · Kurvalay .. · • dItto .. 'II - .-.. !i ditto \. .. ditto, .. .. _ ditto .. 1 - - , 
!" 25 ditto .. .. Nandoogany .. ditto .. 3 - -
'( 9 ditto - .. .. ditto ... • .. . ditto · J - -

ditto ~Jercara I. ditto ; < .. 25 .. · ... · .. I - - , .. tr ,huo ditto ditto 
., .. .. .. .. - 1 ... -.. 'J!) ditto oI, .. ditto .. .. ditto .. II - -.. 16 dlttu .. .. ditto .. .. ditto .. , - -.. 40 dltle .. .. ,dlttg .. • dltte .. -. - -, . 



... O! 
tf ~.! 
1~ I» Cd 

::s t 0;2 
Zu ~"" - --

99!l female 
993 male 
994 female 
995 ditto 
.996 ditto 
997 male 
998 ditto 
999 female 

1000 male 
1001 ditto 
100ll female 
"1003 male 
)004 ditto 
1005 female 
1006 ditto 
1007 male 
1008 chtto 

1009 ditto 

1010 female 

lOll male 
1012 ditto 
1013 female 
1014 ditto 

1015 male 

1016 ditto 

1017 female 

1018 male 
1019 ditto 
1020 female 
10111 ditto 
10112 male 
1023 female 
1024 .dlttQ 
1025 ditto 
10116 ditto 
1027 ditto 
10llb male 
112119 ditto 
~030 female 
J0 31 male 
i032 femaltt 
1033 dItto 
1034 ditto 
1035 ditto 

1036 male 
1037 female 
J038 ditto 

1039 male 

1040 female 

1041 male 
10411 female 
104J male 
1044 female 

1045 male 
104b ditto 
1047 female 
104b ditto 

1049 male 
1050 female 
1051 ditto 
1052 molle 
105:.1 female 

AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION . . 
0 ~ 

Amount Names of , 
Present of Donation to 

NAMES. Age. C.ASTL Villages where enable them 

Residing. Occupation. to proVIde 
Necessary. 

1-- . , 
R. a. ,. 

Loobbee - .. 40 Hohah .: - ;Mercara ~ - labourer .. i - -Byrah .. '" 30 ditto - - ditto - - ditto - 3 - ... 
Byree - '" 70 ditto .. - dlttu - · ditto - ~ - -
Siddee - · 50 ditto - - ditto · - ditto .. i - -Chlckee 9 

, 
ditto dlttu dlttCl - J - -- .. - - - -Chaloovah .. 35 ditto - - ditto · w ditto - 3 - -

Soobbah • .. 35 ditto .. - ditto -' · ditto - 3 - -
Soobhee - - 30 ditto · - ditto - - ditto · i - -Soobbah · ~ 6, ditto - · ditto · - ditto - , • - -
Kauhnga~ -:. 30, ditto .. .. Mauthaputnall • ditto · 3 - ~ 

Chaloovy. .. 20 ditto · - - ditto , ditto .. i - -
Choorook/lo ., 55 ditto · · 11/ enyeraJPutten ~uIUv8tor - 3 - -
Yerah · - 15' ditto · · .. ditto - ditto .., 3 .. -
LIDghee - .. 

40 : ditto "'1 - - ditto - ditte "' i - -
Byree • - 15 ditto · · - ditto · ditto · 2 - -
Thlmmah- iO ditto '. ditto labourer 

, 
3 -- - I - · ~ -

Koontolh · · is ditfb · · - ditto · ditto ., 3 - -
Thanka - · 4 0 ditto .. - Gurgundooroa - cultivator - 3 - -I 
Byree - - 30 ditto - - . ditto. · dl~to · !I - -, 
Pattah - - 3S. ditto - - - ditto. · 'ditto -, 3 - -
Byra~ · - 6 ihtto - - - ditto - - ditto - I - -
Hombee - "- !IS ditto - · - ditto - · ditto - i - -
Thayree · - 7 dlttQ - - - ditto - - ditto - 1 - -

1 

Chavooda - · is' ditto · - . ditto .. - ditto - 3 - -, 

ThimJuah - .. i5 ditto - .. .. ditto - · ditto -, S - -, , 
Linghe · .. 20 ditto - .. - ditto - - ditto ... \I - -
Kuryah · " 30 di~to - - Gurvalay - - dItto - :J - -
Poottah - - 7 ditto .. ditto ditto .. , 1 - -- - , · 
SunnilY .. - 20 ditto - · dItto · · ditto - i - -
Ryree .. · 10 dlttQ - - ditto 

• 1 - ditto · 1 - 1 - -
EddaJt - ,;.. 35 ditto - - ditto - , - laboUler, 3 - -
Byree - "" is ditto - - ditto - · dItto -I 2 - -
Kaullee - 11 ditto dllto - ditto , 

1 - -- - , .. - -, 
Bussoory - ditto I ditto ditto -I 

I -.. 9 - 1 - - - -
Gaulte .. " dllto ditto ditto -I I -~ 7 • I .. · - -
Soobbee - : 5 ditto - , - ditto, - - ditto 

:1 
I I - -~ 

is Kur~h - " 60 ditto · ; .. ditto - - cultivator - -Dllt · ., 110 ditto - I - ,ditto .. - ditto -1 \3 - -
Byree - .: 50 ditto -, · ditto - - ditto ., \I - -
Yeerah · .. 35 ditto · .- ditto - · labourer -I 3 - -
Byre. .. - lib ditto - - ditto - - ditto -! 2 - -
Yeree · )'! 10 ditto - · ditto ., - ditto .[ 1 - -
Chennah "-

or 8 ditto ., · ditto - .. ditto - 1 - -
Byree ditto 

, 
ditto ditto .' I - -· 3 · [ 

.. - · 
Chenbah ditto 1 dItto cultivator - 3 - -- .. 25, • ~ , - - -
Thay\l, - .. IH dltt!) .. 1 - ditto - - ditto "\ !II - -
KencJtee .. ... 3 ditto - .. ditto .. - dItto .. i - -t - I • I 

Kaulwh .. .. 
\ 

2!l ditto - I .. ditto ,- .. ditto ., a - -
Kem~ee · - 26 ditto - .. ditto · - dittO' .. \I - -
Mooddah - .. 18 ditto .. · ditto · - 'labourer - , 

3 - -
Kencbee ., .: 60' ditto - - ditto .. - ditto ., !I - -
Thlppah .. · 3 11 , ditto .. .. - ditto .. - ditto - 3 - -
Ling1ee 

, 
ditto ditto ., ditto .. Ii - -., .. \10 · - .. 

' .. Beligary culti v~t~r .. Subbhh _ro .. 35 ditto .. .. - \ . 3 - -
LIDgba .. .. 30 dltter · .. ditto - - ditto .. 3 ... -
Anoumee - .. is flilto · .. difto .. - ditto - !I ... -
Soobee -.. .. IS dttto - .' ditto .. - ditto' · !II .., -
Byrah 

. , I 
Higgodloo labourer .I 

~ · - is ditto - - - - -- \ . 
Pottee ., .. 20 ditto - - ditto .. · ditto - - -
Linghee - , 

5' ditto · - ditto - · ditto - 1 - -'! -
Byrah · .. 18 ditto - .. dttto · - .. ditto - 3 - -
~oubbee - - '15 ditto · - ditto · ., dllto - !I - -, 

, > 
, 

I , 

U4 

, 

REMARKS. 

. 

I 50 buttiesoTIand 
and the usual pro 

J portion of tuck a 
given to these. 

vy 

{ 5' butt","""d 
and the usual pro 
portion pf tuekav 
to these. 

y 

} 50 huttlesofland 
and the usual pro 
portion of tucka 
to these. 

vy 

r 50 huttlesofland 
and the usual pro 1 portion of tuckav 
to these. 

1 

r sobuttiesofland 
and We usual pro 

lportJon oftuckav 
to these. 1 50 butties of lana 

y 

and tbe u~ual pro 1 portion of tu(.ka 
glVef to I.hese. 

vy 

, 

f 60 buttiesofJan 
and the usual pr l portion of tuckav 

d, 
d • 
y 

given to (hese • r 60 buthesoflan 
and the usual pro 

d, • 

y l portlOno! tuckav 
gJve~ to tllese. 

• 100 butties 

roo" ud .b 

of 
e 

of 
to 

usual proportion 
tuckavy given 
these. 

;, 
l 

I 

(cQmmued) , . ' .. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON TIlE SLA. VB. TRADE, 

CASTE. 

Na\lles of 

VilIagell wl)ere 

Reslwng. 

Present 

Occupation. 

Amount 
of Donation to 

eDable them 
~o provide 
Necessary. 

• 

z~ ~~ ___ ~---_____ ~_~~~a~ffi-I~·l-------~------I---·----~'----·~-------~'-~b~~----~----i~, ----____ _ 
i \ ~ '&,". a. p ... 

10$4- female Kom;nah' - .. 40 HollI~h .. - lllggodloo - cultint.or - 3 - -
]OS5 ditto Beerllil - .. 16 dlttQ - - dlt~() - - dltt" - 3 - -
1056 ditto Ramllh. .. 15 ditto • • ditto - - dlttQ - 3 - -
1057 ditto Ken(jhee. • 35 dlttQ. - - dltt() - - ditto -, 2 - -
1056 ditto Subbf>e - .. 55 dlltQ. • • ditto - - ditto • 3 - -
1059 male Soobbah· • ~5; ditto ,., • dltt\)·· • labl,QfeJ:· 3"-
1 060 ditto Siddall - T 4 dlttq. • • dlttQ. .. .. ditto .. 1 - -
1061 female Lmghe - .. ~o ditto .. ' - ditto • - ditto • 2 - -
1062 male f>oottah - .. 30' dlttQ - - Jumbooroo .. cultlvlltor.. 3 - -
1063 ditto Byra~ .. .. 5 ditto .. ..' dltw \0 .. dIttQ .. l - -
) 064 ditto l'hayvah.. • 1 A ditto l .. •• ditto - • dlttQ • l..-
J065 female Byre, - .. 25 dItto ~'.. ~ ditto - .. _ dlttQ .. 2 - -
lQ6t dItto Li!lg~e - ... 8 ditto .. .... ditto.. .. ditto • 1 - -
JQli7 ditto Naucly .. • 50 dlttQ. .. -.. ditto. .) ditto .. 2 
~068 dlUo aoo~ay - .. 28 ditto - .... dltto - - ditto .. '1 - -
1069 male Tha~ah· .. 50 ditto .. -.. dItto.. - labourer - '3 - .. 
1070 d,tto Thllnmall.. ... 24 d,tte) - -.. ditto. • dltt~· 3 - .-
"Q71 ditto Venqhatah - 3 ditto : - - ditto. - ditto .. 
• 0'714 f~lPale Chlttay - - 25 ditte '. _. ditto - • ditto -
l073 ditto Ryree - ~ 201 ditto - - - ditto... .. ditto • 
~o14 male Byr,h .. ..!.I5 ditto'.. .. Gunalay - • cultlvator-
tQ] 5 female l{aullee.. .. 20 dltt!} .. - diU, - - ditto • 
l0:i6 Qltto Luckee .. .. Ii ditto - • ditto - - dlttQ .. 
H:l7'l dlttQ Ryree - .. 6 nt' dltt!) • - dl ttl) - • ditto -
1078 ditto HooQhee· .., 20Y' ditto - - ditto ... - ditto .. 
1079 dItto Byree - - 50 ditto - .. Belegary - • labourer .. 
l080 ditto Byree • • 15 dittO,. • d,tto - - ditto -
lO8I ditto Byree .. .. 9 ditto - • chtte .. .. -ditto .. 
IP82 male Sub~h. • 22 ditto • - KurakuIIy • cultivator .. 
lk:J83 ditto Yeer.h - - 18 ditto .. .. ditto - ... ditto .. 
1'084 female Byree '- .. 18 ditto • .. dItto .. .. ditto .. 
1085 ditto Bud<h-ee.. - 50 d,tto .. • ditto • - ditto • 
1086 wtto Hllpree'.. - 60 ditto • • dltta • .. ditto • 
l087 ditto GOllree - .. 15 dlttQ. - .: ditto ... .. ditto • 
1088 d1tto PoottV' .. ... 1z4 ditto .. • ditto - • ditto -
1089 male Kuryah.. • 60 ditto .. .. ditto ... • labourer -
H190 ditto Oollah - .. 40 ditto - .. ditto - • ditto • 
1091 ditto Umll)mdy .. 35 Gooday Mo~la· I(urw,h • - dltt~ • 
1092 female Cheerthay ... 30 - dlttQ ... ditto ... ... ditto .. 
j093 d,tto Kummandathee- 20 .. dlttQ ... ditto - ... dItto • 
~094 ditto Koombay... - - 25· dl~to • ditto • - ditto ... 
1095 male Chul~bah - ... 6 - Qltto - ditto - • dlttQ .. , 
1096 ditto Paulay • .. 4" ditto ... ditto .. - ditto .. 
1097 female Koombay. .. 7 .. ditto ... ditto - - ditto • 
1098 male Motllaree. .. 25 .. ditto .. dltw • • ditto -
1099 female Kirthay.. .. 20 ... d,uo ... dlttQ. .. - ditto .. 
1100 ditto Paralee.. .. 5 - ditto .. ditto - .' ditto -
1101 male Channay - .. 45 ... dlttQ • dlt~() - '.' ditto -
1] 02 female pootlJrche.e .. 50 • dl~tQ .. ditto • ... mtto .. 
1103 ditto Thoonday - ~ 60 • mttQ. .. dlttQ ... .. ditto .. 

J04 ditto Chuthay.. - 8 GodalJ MoyIah • J{urJ.kaV'· • dlltQ • 
!lOoS dltto Kaurlchee - 25 - ditto - Chemboo" .. ditto •• 
1106 male Koo~ka· • 4 - ditto .. ditto .. - ditto • 
1 J 0' female Balalhan.. .. 8... ditto • mtto • 10, ditto • 
1108 ditto- 'Thoooday - 3 - ditto • cUlt., • .. ditto • 
) l09 ditto It.bay • .. 45 Mariah Holi. - Bellagary - ... ditto • 

~ 1 ~ ] 0 1ht1o Koockauroo - II· ditto - dltt., .. - ditto. .. 
li 11 male Koockan. • 1 mth • ,dIUQ • ditto • • ditto '_ 

1112 ferpale Ungqo - • 10 yo - ditto • mtto • .. muo _ 
H3 male Polay - .. 20.. tlI.tto _ dlttQ - - ditto • 

1114 female Poly - - 20· ~I'tl} _ dltt.o • .. ditto • 
111 b ditto Bella(:heEl • .. 7· 41~tIJ .. ditto • •• d1tto • 

It 

3 - -
t - .-
t 
1 - -

t' - -
3 - -
3 - -
2 - -

Il - -
2 - .. 
Il .. .. 
It - .-

3 - -
3 - .-
3 - -
It - -
lil - -
Il - -
1 - -
1 
1 - _ 

3 
!l 
1 - ... 

3 
lil - .. 
1I - ... 
1 
2 - -
1 - -
t 

l' - -
2'- -

1 - -
1 - ... 
1--

2 1- .... 
2 - :-
1 - ... 

TOTAL CompanY'8 Rupees, TWO} 
Thouund Two Hundred and !I,lIa8 _.-
Thirty-elgh, .. _ .. 

! , 

1 so buttiea ofland, 
and the usual pro-

(portlon oftuckavy 
give" to the.e. 

} 

lad blJttles or 
land, and the 
usual prQPortlOQ 
of tuchv1 glVl;1l 
to these. • 

} 

50 butties of land, 
and the usual pro. 
portion of tuekavy 
glvell ~o ~bese. 

) 

JOO buttleB or 
land, and the 
usual proportIOn 
of tuckavy Siveo 
~o these. 

Superintendent's Office, 'in Ceorg,} 
1 May ~836, 

, ' 
C. }'. Lt: .f1ard.v, Superintendent. 
M. Cubbo1a, CommISSioner.· 

i, 
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No.6., 
Ordered, that the following Letter be written to Lieutenant-colonel CublJon, . MAD R A. S. 

from the Secretary to Government of Indaa. ' 

To Lieutenant-colonel M.Cubbon, Commissioner in Coorg, dated 15th Sept. 1838. 

(Political Department.) 
Sir, 

I AM directed 'l;>y the Honourable the President in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter, dated the 29th June last, suhmitting a list, with a 
detailed statement of the expenses attendant on the emancipation of the Pun
nay slaves. 

2. In reply, I am desired to acquaint you that: his Honour in Council is 
hapPY' to receive this report of the eJllancipation of the slaves in que,stion, and 
sanctions the expenses incurred on that account as specified in the list which 
accompanied your letter. 

I have, &c. 
Fort William, (signed) H. T. Prinsep, 

5 September 1838. SecY to Govt of India. 

Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing correspondence with Lieut.-colonel 
Cubbon be sent to the civil auditor, for his information. 

EXTRACT LETTER from the Superintendent of Coorg to the Commissioner, 
dated 14 August 1839. 

1 

17. I HAVE much pleasure in stating, that I have not heard a single instance 
of any of the individuals who were emancipated from slavery at the beginning 
of last year having misconducted themselves, as it was at first apprehended 
they would do. Indeed, as far as I can judge from what has fallen under my 
own observation, I have every reason to believe that they are remarkably 
quiet, well-behaved, industrious people. A number have continued in the 
service of the ryots to whom they were formerly attached; but it will be 
observed, under the head of " house tax," in the accompanying memorandum 
that 383 families of them have, during the past season, established themselve~ 
as independent labourers. Between 50 and 60 families cultill"ated on their 
own account small patches of land. 



NO.7· 
BOMBAY. 

1}14 CORRESPONDENC~ ON THE SLAVE TRAD,E, -

-No. 7 .. -

o M B .A Y. 

,J ,,{ 1" 

S,LAVE TR~DE in the Per~ian Gtl,lf; Traffic in Slaves carried on by' Vessels froID 
the Arahian Coast and the Persian Gulf trading with &Ymbay ; Treaties with 
the principal 'Arab 'States in-the Gulf for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. 

<' • I 

IMPORTATION of SLAVES from the Coast of Africa into flutclt, and the PortlP
g1,lese Ports of Demau'1I. and IJieu. 

:BxTlt.Aci LEGISLATIVE LETTER from India,dated 16 April (No 7) 1838 • 
. 

Slave Trade on the Para. 21. THE accompanying papers received from the government of Bom-
Malabar coast. bay are elucidatory of the draft of a proposed Act, having for its object the 

Leg.CODS 
11 Dec. 1837, 
No~. ~l & 22. 

Bombay 
~)ave Tll\lle. 

Leg. Cons. 
21 Ap1l1183R, 
Nos. 11 & 1'l, 
3 Sept. 1838, 
NOil. 9 to 16. 

.. 

suppression of the traffic in slaves, which is supposed to be carried on to a con
siderable extent III the. ports upon the Malabar coast. We refrain at present 
fi'onf any detailed notice bf the subject', having requested the Law Commis
sioners to put the proposed Act into proper form, previous to our taking it into 
-consideration'. 

EX'fItAC'l" LEGISLA.TIVE LETTEIJ. from: India, dated 19 Nov(:!mber (No.'19) 1838. 

Para. 1'03. IN ~ontinuation of the reference made to the Law Commissioners, 
as repo~ted ill para. ~l of , our despatch,r No:7 (16th April) of 1838" we- for .. 
,warded to that,body; copy of a. further correspond~nc:e with the government of 
Bombay, relative to three stave -boys taken, out of two vesRels at J udda, under 
EngliSll colours, by ~cbng-commander Rog~rs of the Hooourable Company's.,) 
brig of war Euphrates. 

104. The th,'ee boys having been provided for under' the instructions of. 
'the local government, the ActlDg-commander solicited instructions as to how 
he should act on falling in with ships under ~nglish colours, whic~ .might have 
slaves on board. . .<' • 

105. The advocate-general at Bombay, Mr. Le Messurier, who was consulted 
on the subject, stated, that pending the enactment by us of the proposed law 
'for the suppression of the traffic in slaves, he would not"recommend the com
mander of any of the Company's vessels acting in the search or seizurEf of slaves. 
Mr. Le Messurier 'waS"l>f opinion that . ., the British Legislature, by omitting to 
give the power of seizure to authorities in India under the Company, seemed 
to have proceeded on some ground of policy in so doing, especially as, by the 
late Charter Act, it had expressly recognised and ~anctlOned the existence and 
continuance of slavery Within ~he British ten itories in India:~ , 

106. In this latter opinion, the late Right honourable the Governor 
could not concllr. His honour observed, that" slavery" and a cc trade in slaves" 
were two very distinct things, and that the toleration which, for. a season, the 
Charter Act extended to the former, implied no sanction whatever of the latter. 

107· Instructions, in conformity With Mr. Le Messurier's opinion on the 
subject of the legal power of the commanders of Company's vessels,. were, 
however, issued by the Bombay government to the superintendent of the Indian 
navy. 

108. HaVing recalled the papers from the office of the Law Commissioners, 
we considered it nt'cessary, for the better execution of the penal provisions of the 
Fo4l1glish statute 5 Geo. 4, c. 113, for the abohtion of the slave'trade, to enact 

some 
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some new provisions respecting t he persons authorised to carry the said statute 
into execution, bv making'seizures and otherwise within the,lsmits of the Ho
nourable East India Company's Charter, and, for thIs purpose, we read the draft 
of an Act prepared by our colleague, Mr. Amos. ' 
, 109.' Mr.' Amos, in submitting 'the, draft; observed.' that the principal 
points to be considered werej first, whether the 43d section of the statute .com .. 
prehendec1 all the persons whom it was considered desirabl~ to entrust with the 
seiiure of slave ships at BOlnbay; secondly, whether there was any inconve .. 
Dlence in extending the hst, as in the proposed Act; and, lastly, whether there 
Was any ambiguity in tlle designation of the persons' to' whom the· power of 
seizure was proposed to be extended. 

110. Befor~ publishing the draft, we forwarded it fot the' opinion of the 
Right honourable the Governor-general. 

111. His Lordship stated, that he would hesitate before ,proceeding to 
legislate on this very difficuft and delicate subject, and wished to obtain furtheJl 
informatlOn as to the necessity and expedIency of the J>roposed provisions. 

112. The particular cases adduced by the Bombay government to show 
the necessity of any such Act, were considered exceedingly weak; and before 
legislatmg wIth a view to the suppression of the tratfic~ the Governor-general 
desired to know whether such t~affic was actually camed on at the ports withIn 
the Company's territories. On thja POlOt his LordshIp proposed that the Bom
bay government should be requested to furnish further particulars, as also to 
state all t he instances that might have oc!!urred of the discovery of such traffic. 

IlS. His Lordship apprehended that the Supreme Government could not 
Jegislate either for the ports of independent princes, or fot the high se~" 
and that it is only competent to the Governor-general in Council to legislate for 
places within the Company's territories; but, on thiS point, he proposed that 
,a reference should be made to the advocate-general at this preSidency, for his 
~~~a . 

114. His Lordship thought that the Bombay government should also 'be 
requested to state whether in their opinion it would be suffiCient and effica
cious as a remedy, if the power proposed to be conferred by the Act were 
limited to seizures on shore before the imported slaves were removed to the in. 
terior; and, still more, whether the object 10 "iew would be completely attained 
if the power were extended to harbour,l!. 

115. There was one point to which, as being very important, his Lord
ship drew our attention. The Act, stated his Lordship, was designed to guard 
'against traffic in slavE's; but he apprehended that. flS then worded, it mIght be 
construed to mean that an Arab captain ,brmgmg to a Briush port a .domestIc 
slave in ordinal'y attendance on him, was lIable to the penalty proposed to be 
prescribed. Such a construction should be guarded agamst, if'poSSlble"thongb 
hIS Lordship was aware that discrimination would be ddIicult. 

116. We have made the references suggested by his Lordship. , 
lh. Two further communications from the local government, received 

while the general question was under deliberatlOn, also accompany this de
spatch. They relate to the slave trade carned on at the ports 10 the Persian 
Gulf, and to the circumstances of a case in whIch a. young glfl, .sold by her 
father to a chief of Kattewar, had been demanded by the uncle of the' seUer. 

POLITICAL LETTER from B,ombay, dated 1 .t::muary (~o. 1) 1839. 

To 'the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable.' 
East India Company, London. 

Honourable Sirs, 

.. 

• WE beg to submit to your Honourable Letterfrom l\lons Fontanierto Captain Gillihan, dated 19th 
Court copy of a mIDute recorded by our October 1838, 
honourable preSIdent, dated the 10th ultimo, Ditto fUlm tlltl prIVate Secretary of 'the Honourable the 

d f h d Governor. to Capt~m GutlhaD, dated iOth October. 
an 0 t e ocuments therein alluded to, A Mmute by t11e HUDourable the Governor, dated lOth No-
as noted in. the margin, relative to· the vember 1838 ' 
traffic in,. slaves said to be carried on by bummary by the Politl.Cal S'ecretary, dated 31st Dec. J838. 
vessels ,from the Arabian coast and the Mmute by the Honourable the Governo/. dated 3ut Der. 
Perl)ian Gulf bading WIth the port of Bombay. 

238. . x 2 2. In 
• 
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2. In our despatch dated the 29th March. No.7, of 1837, we reported to 
your Honourable Court our proceedmgs relative to certain African children 
rescued from slavery at Porehunder in )835, and we now beg respectfully to 
draw your Honourable Court's attention to the accompanying summary of the 
proceedings of this government as connected with the suppression of the slave 
trade, prepared. by our pohtical secretary, dated the 31st instant; from the 
facts therem stated, your Honourable Court wIll perceive how very erroneous 
and incorrect is the information contained in the cotnmunication from 
MODsieur FontaDier (calling himself the French U Vice-consul at Bussora on a 
mission to Bombay") to the address of-Captain GU1llian. commanding the 
French corvette "Le Prevoyante~" • 

3. We have forwarded copies of the above documents for the information of 
the government of IndIa, and we beg to assure your Honourable Court that no 
exertion shall be wanting on our part to suppress the nefa.rious traffic in human 
beings within the limits of our j!1flSdictioD, and that of our allies. . 

~ W ~ have, &c. 

Bombay Castles 1 January 1839. .. 

, 

(signed) J. Farish. 
G. 117. Anderson. 
T. Dunlop . 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE LETTER from India, dated flO May (No. If.!) 1839. 
Matters referred to ' .i 
the Law Commls- Para.. 181. IN continuation of para. 117 of our despatch (No. 19)~ dateu 
sloners. 19th November 1888, we have the honour to report that we have referred to 
Slave Trade at the Indian Law Commisllioners two further commtmications from the govern-
~ombay aD~ the ment of .Bombay; one relatmg to, the slave trade carried on at the ports in 
ers~n G~I • the Persian Gulf. and the other relating to ,the same desel iption ·of traffic 

11 Fe~~~a;n~839 alleged to be carried on by vessels from "the Arabian coast and the Persian 
Nos. 6 and 7. • Gulf trading with the port of 130m bay. I 

'4 March 1839. 
Nos. 15 and 16. 

EXl'llACT POLITICAL DESPATCH to Bombay, dated 1!2 March (No.5) <184.0. 

Lettersfrllm dated Para. 68. TJIE question of,1naking better provision by Iegi!jlative measures 
4 Joly (Nd. 64.) for the prevention of 'the baffic in sl=\ves, which still prevails in the Indian 

(1~38.and I January seas, being under the consideration of the Government of India, by whom it 
0.1) 1839. has been referred to the Law Commission, we shall for the present abstain 
Slave Trade. from all observations on the poil'lt. In the meantime, the Summary dniwn up 

Persian (; ulf. 

Slave Trade. 

by Mr. Willoughby of your recent proceedmgs connected with the suppression 
of the slave trade, is an ample vlndication of your government from the charges 
of ct.dpable indiffel~mce to that important subject brought hy M. Fontamer, 
calling himself FreJ;lch vice-consul at Bussora, in a letter which, being commu.
nicated to you by the party to whom it was addreiised, gave occasion to the 
preparation of Mr: Willoughby's m~morandum. 

POLITfCAL LETTER from Bombay, dated 23 May (No. 17) 1840. 
f ' t I 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
East India Company, London. 

Honourable Sr~s., . 
1. Wnll reference to our letter to your Honourable Court. dated the 1st 

January, No.1, of 18S9, forwarding a summary of the proceedings of tbis 
government for suppressing the traffic in slaves, we now do ourselves the honour 
of transmitting herewith extracts from our further proceedings connected with 
the same subject. > 

2. From the letter from Captain Hennell, the resident in the Persian Pulf. 
dated the 17th Decemherlast, No. 123, your Honourable Court will be gratified 
to perceive that the Imaum of Muscat has consented to three articIesbeing added 
to the treaty concluded with his Highness by' Captain MdTesby. of Her 
Majesty'l. ship, :' ,Menai,~ under date the 29th Augu')t 18f.!2, in w~ich ~is 
HlghnE;sS autborIzes the nght of search, and' extends the' boundary hne laid 
down 10 Captain :U,?resby's treaty from :qiu Head to Pu~sein, the east~rn 

" ' extremIty 
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extremity of the territories of hi~ Highness on the CQast of Mekran, thus N 
includmg the coasts of Kattewar, Cutch~, Karrache~. and upwards ,of fout o. 7· 
degrees westward, in the limIts wlthm .. which the subjects of Muscat are now ,BO l\IB A Y. 
forbidden to ca'rry on the slave trade. . 

3. It has 1000' been an object of great solIcitude with us that the Imaum 
should be preva3ed upon to extend the limits withm which the slave tIade has 
been prosecuted by subjects of hill Highness's kmgdom, which extended to the 
coasts of countnes subject to the tnbutaries of this government, or to states In 
alliance with It. ' 

4. A vel y considerable traffic in sla~es has long been known to have been 
carned on, mo:-e particularly from Africa, withtthe Po~tugllese settlement of 
DIU, on the coast of Katteewar, with trie port 0 Mandavie in Cutch, and with 
those In Slhde. By the arrangements whICh have now been effected through 
Captam Hennell's instl,'umentahty with his Hlghnesil the Imam, the BntIsh 
Government wul have the power of effectually excluding this nefarIOUS trade 
on the long hne of coast extendmg from Bombay to Cape Pus~eill in Mekran. 

5. A letter has bepn addressed by our 'honourable president to hIS Highness 
the Imam, expressive of the high satisfaction of Government in receivmg the 
gratlfYlllg intelligence of his Highness's co-operation 10 the accDmphshment 
of an object in WhICh the British nation has ever taken the deepest mterest, 
intimatmg that hIs Highness could not have afforded a better proof of hu. 
fiiendshlp aud regard. 

6. The thlee articles in question run thus: 
II I agree that the following articles be added to the above treaty, concluded 

by Captain Moresby on th~ aforesaId da.teY 
"1st, That the Government ctlllzers, whenevet they may meet any vessel 

belonging to my subjects, beyond a dIrect hne, drawn from Cape Delgado, 
pasl>ing two' degrees seaward of the island of Socotra, and endmg at 
Pussem,· and shall suspect that such vessel is engilged m the f>lave tl ade, the 0 I M k 
said crUlzers are permitted to detain and search It." : ~ tIe e ran 

"2d, Should it, on examination, be found that any vessel belonging to my 011&. 

subjects IS carrying slaves, whether men, women, or c1l1ldlen, for sale beyond 
the aforesaid line, then the Government crmzel s shall seize and confiscate 
such vessel and her cargo i but if the said vessel lIhalI pa~s beyond the 
aforesaid hne owing to streilS of weather, or other case of neceSSIty not under 
control, then she shall not be seIzed:' 

3d, "As the selling of males and females, whether grown up, or young, 
who are • hoor' or free, is contrary to the M alJOmedan relIglOn, and whereas the 
Soomalees are included in the hoar, or fl pe, I do hereby agree, that the sale of 
males and females, whether young or {'lId, of the Soomalee tllbe, shall be con
Sidered as piracy; and that four months flOm thIS date all those of my people 
convicted of' bemg concerned 10 such an act shall be puntshed as pU'ates; 
dated 10th Showal 12.55 A. H. correspondmg to the 17th December A. n. 
1839:' 

7. These articles have been published m the Government Gazette at this' VideaccompanymO' 
presidency, in the Enghsh, Arabic, Persian, Guzeratte, and l\fahratta lan- Government Ga- .. 
guages, and tbe Supenntendent of the Indian navy has been duected to adopt ,;ette, dated!H May 
effectual measures for the enforcement, withm the extended boundary therein 184°' 
specified, of the further prohibition of the slave trade, 'now agl eed to by hIs 
Highness the Imaum. 

8. A communicatIOn has also been addressed to the polItical agents in 
Katteewar, Cuteh. and LO\\'er Smde. infol mlOg those oHicers of the't!xtension 
of the llew'ooundar.r line, so as to include the ports and coasts withm theIr 
jurisdIction. ' 

9. We have conveyed to Captain Hennell the warmest commendation of 
Government for hIS valuable exertions in obtaining such an extensh'e con
ceSSIOn from his Highness the Imaum as that now brought to the notice of 
your Honourable Court. ' 

, 10. We beg to draw the attention of youX' Honourab1e Court to the accom
panymg copy of a summary drawn up by our J.loltttcal secretary, undef' date 
the 10th ultimo, wherem a revIew is taken of the plQceedings which, during 

• the last ,three years, have been ,dopted by this Govemment, for the purpose of 
suppresslIlg the traffic ill slaves calried on in the PelSian Gult: ' 

238. ' x 3 11. A 
"-
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11. A coPy of the whole of 'the proceedings above adverted to, has been 
forwarded for the ibformation of the Right honourabJe the Governor-general 
of India in Council. . 

Bombay Castle, 23 May 1840. 

, . 
'We have, &c. 

(signed)' J. FarIsh, , 
G. 11': Anderson. 

EXTRACT POLfTICAL LETTER from Bo.mha!h dated 15 August (No. 81) 1840. 

h D 8 N Para.200. IN; a letter tlated the 2<tth September 1887, Captain Pol. Cons.: 1St ee.l 37, os. ... 
5641 and 564~; '7th Match 1838, ' Heimell, the resident in the Per&lan Gulf, submitted copy of a 
Nos. 998 to 1001; 12th April, statement which he had received from an' indiviaual named 
Nos. 161Und'16J3j 11th July, "Abdoolaben Awas,'~ who stated himself to be a person of rank 
Nos 3J30 to 3333; 5th Sept, No. from the Africati coast,' compJaming of the rec"nt abduction 
4397; uth Dec, Nos. 0017 to '" 
6020; ~3d Oct. 1839. No. 46)0 to ,from Burburah, by the crews of some' Joasmee boats, 'of 2SS 
4614. becret Cons.: 4th Dec., young women under the pretence of marriage, and of their 
No. 5i~O. havmg been brought from thence to some of the principal ports 

on the .lhabian side of the Persian Gulf" and there di1lposed of as slaves. 
~01. Captain Hennell stated that he bad adopted measUl:ell for eliciting 

the true facts of the ease, but that -hitherto he had flot been able to obtain any 
information on which he could implicitly depend. 

~02. In reply, Captain llenneU was, under date the 9th December 1837, 
informed that Government 'Would await his further report on this subject, 
but that, in the meantime, we were de~irous'ofbeing furnished with his opmion' 
as to the practicability or otherwise of his Highness the Imaum of Muscat, 
and the Arabian chiefs in th'e Persian Gulf, being induced, on a proper repre. 
sentation on the subject bemg made to them, entirely to prohibit the traffic in 
~aves within their respective jurisdictions. , 

~03. In repiy to this reference, Captain Hennell, under date the 10th 
January 1888, stated, that, after deliberate considerations he was reluctantly 
led to the conclusion. that it would not 'Only be impracticable to meet the 
attainment of the humane wishes of Government in regard to the suppression 
of the slave trade in the Gulf, ~ithout our making a very enormous pecuniary 
sacrifice, and that, even then, it was almost certaIn that our intentions would 
be defeated by impediments and difficulties for which no remedy could be 
found. 

204. Captain Henllell, at the' same time, observed that the only chiefs 
in the Persian Gulf with whom, unless as a matter of expediency. we could 
authoritatively interfere for the suppression of the slave trade ... were the. 
Joasmee and Uttaabee Sheiks, who are members of the general treaty nego
tiated in 1820, by Major-General Sir M. G. Keir, the 9th article of which do
cument declares, that "the cartying off of slaves, men, women, and children, 
from the coast of Africa or elsewhere, and the transporting them on vessels, is 
pInnder and piracy, and the friendly AraBs shall do nothing of this nature." 

~05. Captain Hennell, however, at the same time, observed that, 
strongly as the above dause might appear to be expressed in the English 
translation of the treaty, still it was considered to be so ambiguous in the 
Arabic version by the British officer who was appointed to tIle superintendence 
of political affairs in the PersIan GVlf, shortly after the treaty had been 
~igned by the le.spectiye chiefs above referred to, that the clause in "question 
had become a dead letter, and that since that date (a peliod of 17 years), the 
question had never been agitated, so that it might now be considered that the 
parties concerned had acqUIred a kind of prescriptive right to consider that the 
9th article was inserted solely with the view of guardmg against the {orethly 
carrymg away of mdlVlduals for the purpose 'Of selling them as slaves, and no~ 
meant to prohibit altogether a traffic, which is 'not only in accordance WIth the 
letter and Spirit of their religion, but which long contlOuance and custom have 
renderEd almost indispensable to their domestic comfort. 

~06. In consideration of tbese and other circumstances tnentioned by 
Captain Hennell, we informed that officer, that although we entertained httle 
hope of effectually puttmg an end to this exectable traffic, yet we confidently 
relIed 'on his best eAertions to oppose, as far as -might be m his power, any case 
of enormity that fell wlthm hi::! notice, and that he would take advantage of 

. every 
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every opportunity which might present itself to express to the Arab ~hiefs in N 
the Gulf,' ,the detestation with which the British Government beholds in the o. 7~-
slave trade the cruelty which is exercised to unoffending individuals of being BOY BAY. 
forcIbly taken from their bomes, and separated for ever from their parents and 
connexions, and carrieel off to be sold as slaves to foreigners and strangers, in 
a distant land. --

9.07. WIth a subsequent letter, dated the 28th Fe~ruary 1838. Dr. Mackenzie, 
who at that time. III consequence of the temporary absence of Captain 
Hennell, was in charge of the residency in the Persian Gulf. submitted trans
lations of letters whicb h~ been received from the native agents at Shargah 
and Muscat, 'in reply to communications which ,had been addressed to them 
by Captain Hennell on the subject of the complaint of Ahdoolabin Awaz, I Alluded to in 
and observed that. from the information contaIned in these' documents, it para. iOO of this 
would appear evldent that a disgraceful traffic in young females,' probably despatch. 
both by stealth and purchase, was carded on from the Burbarra coast, not 
only to the territories of the Joasmee,s,. but to every port of consequence in 
the Persian Gulf. 

208. We m.uch feared~ from the additional circumstances now brought to 
our notice, that htde could be done to effect the suppression in tl1e Gulf. of 
this nefarious traffi~. but, as long as the most distant hope' remained, ,we were 
unwilhng to abandon the pursuit of any measures which could be adopted foc: 
the attamment of so highly desirable an object, a.nd we therefore, on the 
receipt of ,Dr"Mackenzle's report~ called upqn Captam Hennell, who by that 
t1l;ne ,bad resumed charge of the residency, to submIt his opmlOn ip detail on 
the points adverted to in that officer's communication, ,and, at the same time, 
to suggest any measures which might occur to him (Captl\.lD Hennell) ai$ belDg 
likely to mItigate the evil. 

209. In reply.to thIS ref~repce, ,Captain Hennell, in a lettei' elated ~8th 
Apn11838, stated that mformation wh~ch he ~ad gained dUring a ,recent visit 
whIch he bad made to Muscat and the Arabian ,coast, ful1y tended to confirm 
the opiruon expressed by Mr. Mackenzie, that the slave trade prevaded to a, 
considerable extent in the Gulf" but. that, on hu~ ha\:ing put the questIOn til 
Sheik Sultan Bin Suggur, the chief 9t: th~ Joasmee tfl~e., the Sheik had denied 
tba.t any of his subjects )Vere concet;ned.in this revoltmg traffic, and had gone 
~o far as to propose' to the resident measures for Its effeJ:tual preventlOn 
amongst the <;rews of vessels belongmg to hIS ports trading on the Arabian 
coast, and has gIVen his consent to the following agreement: , 

" In the event of vessels connected wlth any ports or belonglng to my sub. 
jects coming,under the SuspICIOn of being employed 10 the carrying off and 
embarkation of slaves, men, women, or<(,:hlldren. 1, Sultan Bm Sl,lggm;, Sheik 
9f the Joasmee tribe, do hereby.agree to the\r being deta.med and sealched 
whenever and whetever they may be fallen in with on the seaS by the- crllizer~ 
of the British Government; and further, that upon its hemg ascertamed that 
the,crewil have earned off and embarked slaves, theIr vessels shall be b~\ble tl.) 
seizure and confication by the afotesaid cl"uizers.'J 

~no. Captain Hennell at the same time reported that he had succeeded: in 
obtaming a similar conceSSIOn froIl) the Ara.b chiefs Qf Ejaman, Debayeet anQ. 
.abool'thabee., l , 

211. In a subsequent letter, dated the.Sd September 1838. Captain Hennell.. 
with a view of puttmg a stop. as kr as posslble, to the traffic 10 slaves in th~ 
Gulf, ploposed that the followmg,lurther measures.should be adopted;- .; 

1st. To endeavour to induce hiS Highness the :Lmaum of MUscat to extend 
the treaty concluded by Captain Moresby of Her Majesty's ship "l\tenai:~ 
in 18Q~, so as to include in 1ts prOVision, the provinces of Cutch and Kattywar. 
an obJect which would be effected by extendmg the line. WIthout which his 
Highness's vessels engaged ID the slave uade are haole to JleIzure from Diu 
Head, the then limit, to Kurrachee, or m the event of this not belng attainable. -
to the mouth of the river Indus. 

2d. To ~btain the .consent of the Arabian chiefs who, are not subjects of 
Persia, or .Turkey, to the adoption of the same restnctlve line. 

3d. To have the right of search of aU 'Vessels found WIthout the prescribed 
lImits, and open to the suspicioD of being engaged 10 the slave trade, conceded 
by treaty on. the parts of his Highness. the lmdum, and the mantime Arabian 
chtefs } and. ~", 

2.3~. 'X 4 4th. 'To 

• 
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N 4th. To endeavour to negociate an agreement by which the purchase or sal 
n 0 r.~·B~ Y. of S90malees, or such other inhabitants of the African coast as mIght com 

under the Mahomedan denominatIon of hoor or free should be considered a 
equivalent to an act of puacy. and punished accordingly. 

.. 
2HZ. With refelence to the above suggestIOns, Captain Hennell was informed. 

under date the Hlth December 1838, that, in reg~rd to those states which bad 
not hitherto come under cotppact to ahandon the slave trade, measures only of 
a persuasive nature, and not those of a compulsOlY kind, should be resorted to, 

.. and that we saw no reason why in any new engagements which might be made 
for the suppression of this traffic, the ports on the coast of Mekran sllOuJd 
not be included, a measure which did not appear to be contemplated by 
Captain Hennell. ( 

~13. On thIS occaSlOn we directed Captain Hennell never to cease from 
e~ertlng hIs utmost en,led.vours to advance the important objec~ of restricting 
and supp~ssmg this hateful traffic, on every opening which might present 
itself; and, in the event of his still remaining of opmion that nothing fur
ther could, for the prese.nt, be done in mitigation of the evil, than the mea
sures mentioned In the preceding paragraph but one, we authorized him to 
attempt carrying them into effect. 

214. In a subsequent Jetter, dated the_ 19th July 1839, Captain Hennell, 
to our great sat1sfactIOn, reported that he had prevailed on the four maritime 

Shaik of Abboothabee, Shalk Mukbtoom of Arab chiefs, named in the margin, to enter into the 
Debhoy, Shalk Abdoola of ArOlulgaveen, and following. engagements of three articles for the SUP'" 

Shslk Sultan Bm ~uggur of Raselkhymab. pression of the slave trade within certain lImits in the 
,Gulf:-

" 1 do hereby declare that I bind and pledge myself to the British Govern .. 
ment in the following engagement: 

Artic1e 1. "That the Government cruizers, whenever th~y may meet any 
"essel belonging to myself or my subjects, beyon~ a direct Ime drawn from 
Cape Delgadot passing two degrees seaward of the island or Socotra, ancl 
endlOg at Cape Guadel, and shaH suspect that such vessel is engaged in the 
slave trade, the said clUizers are perlIutted to detain and search It." 

Article ~. " Should it, on examination, be proved that any vessel belonging' 
to myself or my subjects is carrying slaves, whether men, women, or children 
for sale beyond the aforesaul hne, then the Government cruizers shall seize 
and confiscate such vessel and cargo; but If the aforesaid vessel shall pass 
beyond the aforesaid lme o~mg to strt'ss' of weather, or other case of necessity 
not under control, then she shall not be seized." .. 

Arttcle 3. " As the sellmg of males or females, whether grown up, or young, 
who are' hoot,' or free, is contrary to the Mahomedan religion, and whereas 
the Soomalee trIbe is included in the ' ahrar,' or free, I do hereby agree that 
the. sale of males and females, whether young or old, of the Soomalee tribe, 
shall be ctmsidered as piracy; ami that after four months from this date all 
those of my people convicted of heing concerned in such an act shall be 
punished the same as pirates." . 

215. The first article of these engagements your HQnourabJe Court _ill 
observe, gl\'es the Honpurable C<>mpany's cruizers the right of search beyond 
a hne drawn from Cape Delgado to Cape Guadel, while the second renders 
any vessel belonging to the above duefs, found with slaves on board, beyond 
the lImit specified, liable to seIzure and confiscatIOn, and the third makes the 
sale of Soomalees an act of piracy. 

216. ~e be~·to state that, under the authority of the Government of IndIa, 
we have pubhshed these artlcles in the Bombay Government Gazette, and that 
"e have dIrected the superintendent of the Indian navy to issue to the com
mar/ders of the Honourable Company's vessels of war such orders as he may 
consider necessary for giving effect to the provisions of the- engagement which 
has been entered mto by these thieftains. , 

217. We have the highest gratIfication in stating that, iIi a subsequent letter, 
Captain Hennell hae reported that his Highness the ~Imaum of Muscat has 
consented to three articles being added to the treaty concluded with his High
ness by Captam Moresby, under dat~ the 29th of August 1822, in wbith his 
Highness authorizes the fight of search, and extends the boundary line lald 
down 111 Cap~am Moresby's ~reaty, fl om DIU Head to PU8sein, the eastern 
extremity .. of the terntones of hiS Highness on the coast of Mekran, thus 

" • -' includrng 
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includinl'l' the coasts or Kattywar, Cutcb, Kurrachee and ~pwards of four 
degrees ~estward in the limits within which the subjects of Muscat are now 
forbidden to carryon the slave trade. 

218. A separate despatch on this subject was submitted to' your Honourable 
Court, under date the 23d May last (No. 17.) 

POLITI(IAL LETTER from Bom"hay, dated 28 A;ugust (No .. 36) 1840. ' 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable East 

" .. . India Company, London. 

Honourable Sirs, 
Para. I. IN our despatch'dated the 23d May last (No. 17), we reported that 

the Imaum of Muscat had, agreeably to the wish of the BrItish Go ... ernment, 
prohibited any traffic in slaves being carried on by sea, within certain limits, 
in his Highness's terntories; and that we had publIshed, in the officIal Gazette 
of this presidency, a notification to the above effect. 

2. We now do ourselves the honour of transmItting herewith, translation of 
a letter from the Imaum, to the address of our honourable preSident, dated the 
30th June last, from which your Honourable Court WIll perceive that his HIgh
ness is,earnest in the measures adopted by bim for the attainment of the object 
in view: 

We have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 28 Augnst 1840. 
(signed) J. Farisk. 

G. W. Anders01t. 

, . 
EXTRACT LE~ISLATIVE LETTER from India, dated 16 November (No. 19) 1840. 

'No·7· 
&OMBAY. 

• • 

Persian Gulf. 

Slave Trade 

Para. 8~. THESE papers, together with an extract of our proceedings in the Leg. Cona. 
PolitIcal Department relating to the slave trade in the Persian Gulf, were 8 June 1840 , 

transmitted to the Indian Law Commissioners for consideration, in connexion N~s.r:7 j~~t, 
with other papers reported to your Honourable Court, in our despatch (No.1) no ce • 

of 1840, above eited. 
33. We also transmitted to t\1e Law Commission the papers noted in the 

margin, being extracts of ollr proceedings in the Secret and Political Depart
ments on the subject of the traffic in slaves carried on in the Persian Gulf. 

EXTRACT from the PaOCEEDIYGS of the Honourable the President of Ind#a lD 

Council, in the Legislative Depdl'tment, dAtd. 1~ December 1837. 

(No.8.) 

ExTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Honourable the President in Council in 
the Political Department, under date the 22d November 1837. 

(No. 2046.) 

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Fort Walliam. 
~ ., 

Leg. Cons. 
~!J June 1840, 
Nos 11 to 14. 
not received. 

NO.~I. 

. I 4M directed by the Ri2ht honourable the Governor in 
C '1 . ~ I, From the Committee, dateq 5th 

OllnCl to transnut to you, for the purpose of being laid before May, with three Enclosures. 
the Right honourable the Governor-general of India'in. Council, !I. Reply to, dated 7 June. 
copy of tbe correspondence enumerated in the margin, relating 3. To the AdJutant.general. 
to the traffic in slaves, supposed to be carried do to a consIderable + FroJD the CO!Dllllttee, 13 June. 

5. To the Adjutant-general, 1I0June. 
,xtent by persQns in Arab boats. and vessels from the ports in 6. From ditto ditto, 117 June. 

_ the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and other parts, importing slaves of 7. To dItto, WIth three Enclosures, 
both sexes and of various ages, into Bombay and other ports and . 7th ~UgU8t. . 
placeg· subordinate thereto. 8. From ditto ditto, With dItto, dated 

In submitting the above documents, I am instructed to express . 16 August. 

l ~e hope of Governmen~ that some Act, to the effe~t of thifdraft accompany. 
109 the advocat~-generals letter of the 16th August last, will~ meilt the' con-

238. ., currence 
• 
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currence Df his Lordship in Council, and be! passed into a Jaw by, the Gover n 
ment of India.. , I \ \ ,'I I '. 

With reference to the proposed draft 'of a Jetter to the a<;ting resident in 
the Persian Gulf, forwarded for the opinion of the advocate-general with my 
..communication of the 17th August Jast, I am instructed to state, for the infor· 
mauon of his Lordship in Council. that a letter, omitting the two .first para· 
~phs, has been'transmitted to that officer, a copy of which is enclosed. r 

In conclusion, I ill1.\ directed to add that the Right honourable the Governor 
in Council ;:jonenr' in the .opinion expressed by the advocate-general of the 

,propriety of ;Withholding th,e, promulgation ,of any proclamation until this Go
vernment is advised of the nature of the Act which the Supreme Government 
may be pleased to pass into a law. ' . 

, ,1 have, &c. , 
(signed) W. H. 'TYathen, 

Chief Secretary. 

, -
I ; ,\ 

Bombay, Castle, '.30 October, 1 SS7. 

, " 

, , ' 

EXTRACT from the PR.OCEEDINGS of Government in the Political Department. 
(No.1.} , ' " I , , 

, ~ro:f. 'P. Willougkb!/, Esq. Secretary to Government. 
Sir, < 

WE have the, hopour to a.cknowledge the receipt.of your letter of the 30th 
M~rch ,Ia&t. tippointing us:a committee 'for the purpose of amending the rules 
framed in 1820 for the guidance of Arab boats and vessels entering or quitting 
the harbour, of Bombav, with direction$ to include such arrangements as may, 
in om' opinipn, tend to" a more efficlen~ suppression" of ,the 'slave trade; and in
timating that~one o( the reasons for'associating together the officers composing 
this committee, drise, from a hope that effectual' arrangements may be devised, 
by Il\ean~. of existing, esta~lishments, without. any' additional expense being 
enUl,iled upon Goyernmen~. ' '" ' 

2. ,In reply, we have the honour to acqaint you. for the information ot the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council, that; in pursuance of these objects 
our first step was to address a letter to the advocate-general, to ascertain from 
that officer what the law is in l'egard to those foreign powers with whom we have 
no trea~ies for the suppression of the slave trade, as it: appeared to us that se
vere penalties against all individuals in any way concerned in this detestable 
traffic, together with high -reward&4:o-informers,--both being promulgated to the 
utmost, were the only means which promised to put an effectual stop to it. It 
will be seen'therefore from his reply, which we have the honour to hand up, in 
original, that these two 'Preventives' are already amply provided by the Act 

. 5 Geo. 4, c, 113, in regard to all foreign as well as British vessels and subjects ' 
within the limits 'of the British territories, since it enacts~ that all persons im
pOI:ting~ &c. slaves, sqall be guilty) Qflelony, punishable with transportation, for 
a ten~ ,n?~ e)(cepdipg ~4 years, ,or, imprisonment with hard labom; for a term ~ot 
ex,ceedwg five, nodes!i than three years i shall forfeit 1001. for every slave IUl

ported, a moiety whereof shall go to the informer, and all property 10 the slave 
~orfeited, and the ve~sel and' her tadling, &c. an~ all :goods belonging to tbe 
o\\~er .also fOJ feited r British, subjects, Or any persons on shore, purchasing or 
havmg such slave' in their possession. with a criminal intent, for the purpose 
either of trade,: or, of ~heir I b~ing used .or dealt with a,s slaves, being llkewise. 
punishable as fel~n8! with transportation or imprisonment, at the discretion of , 

, ;,the ~9urt b~fore which the offender shall be tried. , :, . 
3. _All that seems chiefly wanted is, to make this highly penal statute su,ffici

ently, ~nown throughout, the t British territories on this Side of India a.nd in 
",Al'agla; .and we, wpuld accordingly recommend, that the accompanying ,draft of 

a proclamation, embodying its provisions, be transl~ed into the Persian, Arabic, 
and vernacular languages of tbis pr~sidency, and p!lblisbed from time to time in 

, the Government Gazette; that copies of it be furmshed to the nacodabs or: com-
mand.ers of all ~~a~ vessels frequenting Qur ports i and ,that the 9ther measures 
,de~~l;lbe~,lD the paragraph of Mr. Le Messurier's letter with respect to Regu ... 
1atlO,n . I. ?f 1813.: tf> g'lVe [l,t further publiCity, and'i as. is th~rein stated. ,to 
'J, ,_ i( prevent 
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prevent those who ate the stlbjet:tl of,it, incurring its ,penalties from ignorance 
of its ~nactments, be also resorted to. , 

4. Although placing our principal reliance upon rew~ros to informers, as a 
tneasur~ of detecting violations of the statute in question, since tpe whole com
mUDityare, as it were, led to watch and report the,proceedings of ' offenders, 
"We would not r~commend that the whole of the eXisting ,rules in regard to Arab 
vessels entering or quitting the harbour of Bombay be set aside, as is proposed 
in the letter to Government Qf the senior magistrate of· police, dated the 80th 
November last, iii. copy of which he has laid before us, but that the 4th and 
5th Rules only be abrogated, since we are of opinion that the ,other three 
Rules, in conjunction wlth those which we have, added, will be useful, auxi
haries, should they have no other good effect, in making known the state of the 
law tl) those (and thele may be Ilome) who, in spite of the measures we have 
ad\'erted to for disseminating a kn~wledge of its penalties, may nevertheless 
visit this port in ignoraDce of thetn; and although they would not, of course, 
under such circumstances prevent Arab vessels having slaves on board, they 
may still have a salutary effect in deterring the owners from disposing of them 
by sale within the Honourable Company's terri~ories. 

5. A draft of the Rules which we propose to substitute for those prepared in 
1820 are .herewith tlansmitted. 

6. Although, also, laying no great stress upon the efficacy, as a check, of 
boardmg such vessels pn their entering and quitting I the harbour, since the 
parties who 'are implicated'in such practices will then, of course, be on their 
guard, and their victims restored to silence,-still. as some good may possibly 
arise from it, we would further propose, that they be made liable to such 
inspection; not however' as suggested by tlle senior magistrate 'of the police; in 
tlie letter we nave already Do~ice'd, by means ,of a bund~r boat to' be attached 
to the police department, under the other arratigement~ therein specified (sInce, 
"besides the expe~se of such a bqat; it would' inyoIv~ that of a large floating 
establishment beSides, under the control of the Supermtendent IndIan navy, to 
give prover effect to it), but by toe' Customs Department, as we learn from the 
collector of customs that h'is floating establishment must, when the new eustom 
tariff,' shortlr looked for, is introduced, be strengthened at a11 events, and wilt 
then be fully competent to undertake this duty. ' 

, We have, &c. 
{signed)' Chm'les Malcolm. 

D. Ross. 
Bomba~, (J May 183'{. W. C. Bruce. 

, I} r' 1 t I 

(No.-20 of 1837.) _I 

To the Superintendent of the Indian Navy. 
Sir, 

I IIAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 'your letter of the 4th 
instant. written as president of, a commIttee appointed by Government to 
inquire into the best tneans for th~ preV'ention of the slave trade at this'pre
sidency, and requesting my "pinion on certalO points referred to in yont letter. 

The law, as regards foreign vessels bringing slaves into a British port in India, 
is the same as 1S applicable to British vessels importing them, and it makes no 
difference whether the, foreign vessels belong to nations with whom we' have 
slave treaties, or are vessels under Arab colours, or sailing under-the flag of 
independent native chiefs, not bound by any slave t/."eaties, ~l are liable to the 
penalties of the Slave'Abolition,Act !(the 5th Geo.' 4, c. 118).-3 statute so 
uDlversal in its language as to comprehend all persons whatsoever, foreigners as 
well as our own subjects. the jurisdIction over the formel< attaching, from the 
locality of the offence; from the crime being committed by them WjthlO -the local 
limits of the British terntories, and within the local jurisdiction of the British 
laws. '. 

So far back as the year 1789, long pefore the abolition- of the African"sIave 
trade by the British Parliament, a Dane, Captain Hornbow, was tried and -con~ 
victed by the Supreme Court of Calcutta. for kidnapping a npmber of slaves, 
males and females, and transporting thetn from Chandernagore" a French settle. 
ment, to the island of Ceylon. then under the Dutch, and ther~'selhng them 

'>, • 238. .. Y ~ the 
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the slaves being originally intended for ~he Mauritius. The jurisdiction of t~e 
court was objected to on beh~lf of Capta~n Hornbow, not only on Rcconn' of his 
being a foreigner, but from Its cc appearIng that the slayes had beeI?- purchased 
at CbandernaO'ore; that they were taken from thence without stoppmg at all in 
Calcutta. but ~bt down on the opposite side of the river until they came near 
the new 'fort, where, on account of a sand-bank, they were obliged to cross to 
the Calcutta side. It was contended, therefore, that ~he offence was npt com
mitted anywhere but at Chandernagore, and upon subjects of the French king, 
owing 110 IlIlegiance to the king of Great Britain, and that therefore the Court 
had no jurisdiction in the ease." Sir Robert Chambets, the presiding judge, 
was of ,opinion "that Captain Hombow was subject to the jurisdiction of the 
court (as well by the peculiar ground stated by him, which made him, though a 
foreigner, amenable to the court,1 as) from the offence being actually com. 
mitted in Calcutta, from the budgerow, in which the natives were confined, 
havjng come within the limits of the jurisdiction of the court," and he was 
accordmgly sentenced to .be impr!soned for three mo~ths, to pay a fine of-500 
rupees, and to gIve securIty fOl* hiS future good behaVIour for three years, him
self in a bond of 10,000 rupees, and two securities in 500 rupees each.-(East 
India. Pa.rliamentary Papers.) 

This was a strong case, as there had been no intention, originally, of import
ing the slaves into Calcutta; but the budgerow, in its transit down the river, was, 
from necessity, on account of the sand-bank, obliged to enter the Calcutta 
limIts. 

In 181~ Sir John Newbolt, the recorder of Bombay at that time, 'in an 
address to the grandjury, in alluding to the Act which had th'enjust come out, 
by which the slave trade was made punishable as a felony (the 51st Geo. 3, c.23, 
passed in May'1811), commonly called the Felonr Slave Trade Act (which, 
though repealea, yet its provisions are re-enacted m the later Act of 5 000. 4, 
c. 113, in stronger and more comprehensive terms), expressed his op~ion of the 
application of the Act to foreigners as well as to British subjects. 1 have not 
been abli:~ to find a report of this address in any other Bombay pUblication than 
the B~mbay Courier newspaper of 17th October 1812' but the address is 
noticed' by the advocate-general of Madras, who ",as"afterwards recorder of 
Bombay, Sir Alexander Anstruther, in an official correspondence with' the 
Madras government, his attention having been called to it as published in the 
Government Gazette there. He remarked, he had not ascertained its authen
tICity, that being immaterial to the present object, and proceeded to observe, 
" There seems to me to be no doubt of the correctness of the observation con
tained in the above publication, that under the strict interpretation of the 
statute of 1811 (the Slave Trade "Felony Act), the commander of an Arab or. 
other foreign Asiatic vessel, carrying slaves for sale, or even' only navigated 
partIy by the slaves of the owner or commander, and entering any British port 
in IndIa, becomes liable to the penalties of felony."-(Letter dated 17th Novem
ber 181~.) 

HIS Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor-general in England, upon their opinions 
being required, whether the Felony Slave Trade Act was to be considered appli
~able to Java and its dependencies, which, at the time of the passing of it (May 
1811) were not actually in the possession of the British authority, those Crown 
officers, referring to the Act by which, they observed, that the carrying on the 
slave trade was proJvbited, under severe penalties, by any person residmg or living 
within any of th~e. slands, colonies, dominions, &c. now or hereafter belonging 
to the United Kin dam, or being in his Majesty's occupation or possession, or 
under the govern ent of the East India Company, the Act to be in force in 
the East India se s, &c. the lst January 1812, went on to remark, If That 
undl'r these words so much of the island of Java as was in the occupation or 
possession of his ajesty would be comprehended, and the slave trade therein 
prohibited, unless there w~s anything in the termii of the capitulation to produce 
a different result; iuch parts, however, of the island and its vicinities the waters 
and seas adjoming WhICh were not in his Majesty's occupation or possession, 
and which dId not belong to his Majesty or the East IndIa Company, but to inde· 
~endent princes, were not affected by tbis or any other Act of the British Par
ha~~nt, nor could their trade be restrained thereby, unless it was carried on in 
Bntlsh vessels or by British subjects, or persons ,resident or living in a British 

" settlement." 
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8ettlement.~' ...... (Letter of SIr T. plumer, Attorney-genetal, and Sir William 
Garrow,. Sollcitor-general, to Lord Bathurst, sd March· 1813 :' East India Par-
liamentary Paper.) I 

In the Supreme Court of Bombay, at the sessions July 1835. a native of 
Scinde" who had merely come to Bombay for.a few days, was tried and con
victed for baving caused some children to be '.exported as slaves from Bombay, 
and was sentenced to the house of correction for three years for the offence. 

• These authorities are sufficient to show the jllrisdiction of our ~lave laws over 
foreigners carrying on the trade within our ports and territories. 

WIth regard to the carrying on the trade without the limits of our ports and 
territories, the doing so. on the high seas ,is an offence which, by the 5 Geo. 4, 
is made piracy (thus being classed .amongst the offences against the law of 
nations), though long before the year 1824, when this Act was passed, the prac
tice had beeD declared, in the BritIsh Parliament, (in 1807), contrary to huma
nity and universal justice; but though made piracy, still the jurisdIction of our 
law over this offence, this particular Lnd of piracy, is not, l1S regards the offender, 
as extensive as in the ordInary cases of piracy, of depredationshy sea-rovers, the 
universal enemies of the whole world, "Mstes humani generis," eXCIting uni~ 
versal terror, whose hand is against every man and every man's band therefore 
against them, and whom the strong arm of the law of every country has a nght 
to pUDlsh; but to .render a foreigner (as distinct frpm a Brit.tsh subject) liable 
to Britlsh jurisdic;tlon as & slave pIrate, (uuder statute 10 of 5 Oeo. 4,) he must 
be a peraon elther "residing, or being within any of the ilomiOlons, forts, settle
ments, factories or territof1e~ now or hereafter belonging to his Majesty, or 
being in his Majesty's occupation or possesslOns, or under the government of 
the East India Company." 

Foreign vessels carrymg on the slave trade without entering Qur ports, apd 
without the "limlts of our dominions, vessels ¢' foreign independent 8tatl13 
which allow. their subjects to carry' on the trade, are not amenable to our laws 
forsQ domg. 

The Diana. a. Sweftish vessel, bound with a cargo of slaves from the 
coast of ,Africa to St. Bartholomew, a Swedish island, was seized by his 
Majesty's sbip Crocodlle,.Captain Columbine, and by the Vice-Admiralty Court 
at Sierra Leone was condemne~ but the sentence on appeal was reversed .. 
Sweden at the tIme of the capture (1810) not having ~bohshed the slave trade,; 
Sir WIlliam SCQtt, in reversing it, observing" that our own country claimed 1\0 
right of enforcing the prohibition of the sllJ.ve trade against the subjects of those 
states which had not adopted the same opinion with respect to the injustice and 
'humanity ofit."-(Dodson's Adllliralty Reports.) 

In the case of the Amedle, however, an American vessel, which was condemned 
by the Yice-Admiralty Court of Tortola, for carrying slaves from the coast of 
Afllca to a Spanish colony, the condemnation. on appeal, was affirmed, America 
at the time having prohIbited its own subjects from engaging 1D the traffic. 
Sir Wilham Grant, in delivering thejudgment of the Supreme Court, observed, 
.. , That our Legislature has pronounced the s}ave trade to be contrary to the 
principles of justice and humanity; and we can now assert that this ~ade can
not, abstractedly speaking, have a legItimate existence. When I say abstractedly 
speaking, I mean that thIS country has no right to control any foreign legis
lature that may think :lit to dissent from this doctrine, and to permit to its own 
subjects the prosecution of this trade; but we have now a right to affirm that, 
prlmafocie, the trade is illegal, and thus to throw on daimaJlts the burthen of 
proof that, in respect of them, by the authority of theIr own laws, it is other
wise. As the ca.se now stands, we think we are entitled to say, that a chi~mant 
.can have no right. upon prmciples of universal law, to claim the restitution in a 
prize court of human bemgs carried as bis slavJ!s. He must show some Jjght;s 
that have been violated by the capture, some property of l'Ihich he has been dis
possessed, and to which he ought to be restored. In this case, tb,e laws of the 
claimant's country allow of no right of property such as be claims; there' can, 
therefore, be no right to ~estjtution. The consequence is, that the judgment 
must be affirmed. "-(Actor's RepOi 1. cited also in 1 Dods.) , • 
" This case of the Amedie has been the leading authority for subsequent deci
sions. and Sir William Scott, in nOticing it in the above case of the SweiL.sh 
vessel Diana, made the following remarks: "The principle l.ud down by the 
Supreme Court in the case of the Amedle was, that where the municipal laws 
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of the country to which the parties belo~geil hav~ prohibited t.he trade~ the tri. 
bunals of this country will hold it to .be !llegal. upon the general principles ot 
Justice and h\lmanity, and refuse restltutlon, of the property; but, on t~e other 
harid, 'though 'they consider the traae to be generally contrary to the prmcipl~s 
of justice and humanity, where not tolerated by the laws of the country, they 
witI .respect the property of persons engaged in' it under the sanction of the laws 
ofthClr own country. The Lords of Appeal d~d not mean toset.~hemselves .up 
'as, legislators for the wh?le ~oIld, or presume 10 any,measure to mterf~re~lth • 
the commercIal reO'ulatlOns of other states, or to lay down general pnDclples 
that were to overt~ow their legislative provisions with respect to the conduct 
of their own 'subjects. It is highly fit that the judge of the court below should 
be cOll'eeted in the view which he has taken of this matter, since the doctrme 
laid down by him in ~his. se~tence (t~at ~he slav~ trade, fr~m motives of huma
nity hath been abolished by most C1Vlhzed nations, and IS not at the present 
tim; leO'ally authorized by any), is lDconsistent with the peace of this countrl 
and th~ fIghts of other states."-(See also the cases of the Fort-una and 
Donna Maria, decided,by Sir William S~ott: Dodson's Admiralty Reports, on 
th~ Authority of the Amedle.) . ' 

In the above-mentioned case of the DIana" the endorsement upon the 
pass, signed by the Swedish governor (of St. Bartholomew), that the vessel was 
., boun4 to the coast of Guinea for slaves," was held by Sir William Scott to 
be sufficien.t proof that 'Sweden permitted the trade. It was not necessary, 
he said, that there should be an immediate Act of the Swedish government 
itself on board" declaring what the precjse state of the law may be. . ' 

There is one more case I would refer to, as it was determined, not by a prize 
court under the law of natiOl;ls, but before aUf own municipal jurisdictions, and 
so late as J8~Ot in which the principles in the above cases were recognized. It 
l\as the case of Madrago 'V. Willis, which \Vas an action brouO'ht by the plain
tiff, a Spanish merchant, against the defendant, Captain Wilts, of the Royal 
N~vy, to recover damages for his having seized a Spanish brig, the property of 
'the plaintifl; bound from the coast of Ali-iea to the Havannab, in the island of 
Cuba, with a cargo of 300 slaves on boald, and for which the jury gave him 
~1,180 I. damages, being 3,000l. for the deterioration of the ship's stores and 
goods, and 18,1~ol. for the supposed profit or' the 'cargQ of slaves. It was at 
first thought at the trial that the plaintiff could not recover tIle value of the 
slaves In an Enghsh court of justice, but upon the question being brought into 
,the Kmg'~ Bench, the foul' judges held that he could, Spain not haVIng pro
hibIted her subjects from carrying on the slave trade. Sir WillIam D. Best, in 
del~vering his judgment said, "The declaration of the British Legislature, that 
the slave trade is contrary to justice and humanity, cannot affect the subjects of 
other countries, or prevent them f.·om carrying on this trade out of the lImits of 
the British domimons."~(Barnewall and Alderson, 358.) , 
~Ith reference to t?ose paragra.phs of your Jettel' requiring to know the 

pUDlsbment for the parttcular acts of slave dealIng specified 10 your Jetter, as the 
provisions of the Act in J egard to them, and fot every kind and species of sla ve 
dealing, are so severe, and lD,the highest degree penal. I beg to refer you to the 
Act itself (the 5 Geo.'4, c. 113), and will here only generally state, that the 
Act, declares a11 persons importing, &c. slaves, -shall be guilty of felony, punish
able with transportation for a term not exceeding 14 years, or imprisonment, 
with hard labour, for a'ternl not exceeding five nor less than three years, 
(.~ec,·lO), shall fdtfeit ]001. for every slave imported, a moiety whereofshail go 
to the inform:r, and all propc(ty in the slave forfeited (sec. 3). and the vessel 
.~d ,her tack!mg, &~. and all goods' on board belongi,ng to the owner also for~ 
felted. BrItish subjects, or' any persons on shore, purchasinO' or having such 
slaves In .thei~ possession, with a criminal intent, for the purp~'ie either of trade 
or of thel.r bemg used or dealt With as slaves, are punishable as felons under the 
10th sectIOn of th~ A~t, with transportation or imprisonment, at the discretioR 
of the court befOle which the offender shall be tried.' . . ' •.. 

The same J~w, WIth its penalties, extends to the West Indies; where now, it is 
well known, not only the traffic' has ceased, but under the 2()..milJioll' grant, 
(8 ~ 4 W. 4! ~. 73), slavery no longel' in ~ny .shape exists, nor in any part of the 
Bntlsh .. 'dommlons, except In 1ndia, where it is recognized and sanctioned by law, 
but ~luch, by the tate Charter Act, section 88, is tOI be extinguished as soon as 
p~actJcable and safe. ' 

Slavery 



AND MEA.SURE.S TA~E~, FOR ,ITS ABOL1TION~ 16,-

Slavery in India has enga~ed the a,ttention of the Indian governments fr9m 
the time of Mr. Hastings, the first Governor-general; and in 1828~$ volume of 
papers' was. orderel\ by the House of Commons fo'be printed, contai1;ling aU the 
correspondence between the Court of Dirl::ctors and the Indian governD;lent, 
on the state of slavery in India, with all Orders and RegulationS' that had been 
made in I regard thereto from 1772 up to May 18~7; a volume, which, if the 
committee have not referred, to in their present inquiries, I would beg td draw 

- their attention to, as affording' information of the measures which have, from. 
time to time. been taken by the Supreme Governme~t of India for the- suppres-
sion of the slave trade throughout India. and the Indian seas. ' 

J n 1811, the Supreme Government passed a Regulation, intituled, " A Regula
tion for preventing the fmportation of Slaves from Foreign Countries, and the Sale 
of such Slaves in the Territories immediately dependent on the Presidency of Fort 
William." • notice this RegulatlOn, as if was dtrected to be made, and was made, 
the mCldel pfthe Bombay ,Regulation t. of 1813, intituled, "~~gulation'for the 
preventing ~he Importation o( Slaves from Foreign Countries, and the Sale of' 
such Slaves in the TerritOlies immedjately dependent on the Presidency of 
Bombay;" dIffering' from the 'Bengal one in a very slight degree; and which 
were passed with a. view ~rincipally of p,reventing the importation of shwes 
by land into the Company s territories, the Act of the 51 Geo. 3 being gene-
r~lly supposed to be confined to the importa~ion, by-sea. ' 

The volume 1 have referred t~ will lIkew1se ~ho~, the meaSures ~dopted' br. 
the Supreme Government, -consequent on the passmg of the Felony Slave Ac , 
tor carrying its provisions into effect, and' the publicity that was given to it, to 
prevent those who wert;:' the objects of it incurring its penalties from igno
rance of its eitactments~ copies being distributed, not qnly to magistrates and 
all fhe British authoritieS' !lndel' the Cqmpany's government; but furnished 
likewise to P9litiC;al agents and residents~ for th~ information of foreign states, 
ana copies or 'extracts of the Act, with' translation' in the 'Arabic and Persian 
1anguages, forwarded t'o aU the Arab merchants' and other persons connected' 
with Arab shipping, infprming th~m .. at the same 'time,'that the magistrates 
would use their utmost vigilance in detecting anld bringing to public justice all 
offenders against the, statute, and desiring them to take every opportumty of 

• making known to their correspondents in the Re'd Sea, PerSIan Gulf, &c:. the 
pur~ort of such communication. 

l have, &c. 

, Bomba~, 29 Apri11837. 
(signed) .A. J;IeJsurzer, 

AdN'ocate-general. 
, , 

, , 
REGULATION to be, observed. by all Arab ,Boats and Vessels arrivlDg at or 

departing from Bombay, who do not take Pilots. 

1. bIMEDIATEL'f after the arrival of any such vessels, the noquedab or chief 
- person on board is to proceed to the office of the inspector of the port, and 

there give a tme account of the port he belongs, to, of all persons on board, and 
of the armament of his vessel, which is to be noted down in that, officer's book, 
and signed by the noquedah ot chief attendlDg. 

~. A transcript of the accodnt so given is to be made out lq the inspector of 
(the port's ofbceJ which is also to, be SIgned by: the noquedah or chief, .couhter-

• Signed by the lDspector of the, port, who, IS to' send the Jloquedah witli the 
transcript to the senior magistrate of police, and that officer is then to cause the 
noquedah to attest the, same upon oath, and keep it in his possession. sbictly 
enjolOing the noquedah not to discharge from his vessel, or receive on board, 
any person whatever, without the senior magistrate's particular permIssion, and 
apprising him at the same tIme, that none of'the people belongmg to the vessel 
(except himself and hiS servants) can be on shore after sunset each day, with-
out subjecting themselves to imprisonment and other punishment. ' 

3. Two days previous to the vessel's departure, the noquedah or chief is to 
proceed to the police office, where he is to state upon oath every casualty that 
has occurred during the ·vessel's sta,. in port. . ..' I 

4. Every such Arab boat and vessel shall, on entering or quitting the harbour 
of Bombay j or any port subordinate thereto, be liable to be boarded by the boat 
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or boats belonging to the Customs Department and department of the inspector 
of the port, and if any slaves be found therein, they are to be taken out, and the 
vessels seized, in order tha.t the necessary measures may be taken for' the 
.f:lft'enders being prosecuted acc9rding to law. 
( 5. Copies of the annexed proclamation, translated into. the Persian,. ,Arabie,. 

and other native languages, shall be kept at the offices of the senior magistrate 
of police,. and of the inspector of the port; an4 if at a subardinate port. the 
~ustom-house and every nacodah or commander of the aforesaid vessels, on 
coming there for the purpose specified in Rule fl of the existing Regulatians, 

, shall be furriished with one. . 
, 

PROCLAMATION. , 

'w ITH a view to.. the more effectual suppression af slavery, which there 'is 
reason to believ~ is carried,an to a considerable extent by Arab boats and vessels 
fr~quenting the port of Bombay, and the severaf ports subordinate to this presic 
dency~ it is hereby notified for general illformation. and that no person may 
incur its severe penalties through ignorance, that by the Act 5 Geo. 4. 
c. 113, all persons1' whether foreigners or Briti!.h subjects, importing slaves from 
foreign countries into any British port, or disposing of such slaves by the sale 
WIthin the British, terl'iiories~ are puni~bable as felons, with transportation. for 
a term not exceeding 14 years, or imprisonment with hard labour for a 
term not exceeding five nor less than three years, and shall besides forfeit 1001 .. 
for every slave imported, a maiety w~ereoI shall go to the informers; and shall 
further forfeit all property in the slave .. -and of the vessel and her tackling. 
British subjects, or any persons on shore" purchasing or having such slaves in 
their possession. with lJ. criminal intent, ,or jor the purpose either of trade or of 
their being used or dealt with as slaves, are moreover also pUfiishable as felons, 

. with transportation ar imprisonment, at the discretion of tbe court before 
which the oftfmder shall be tried. . 

(signed) C. Malcolm. 
D. Ross. 
W. O. Bruce. 

,~No. 1189 of 1837.) 
Tq tile ,Superiptendent or'the Indian Navy, the Collector of Customs, and the 

Master Attendant. 
~~~ . 

lj~'\.M directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council, to acknow
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 5th uIt., reporting the result af yaur 
delIberations for amending the roles framed in 18~O, for the guidance of Arab 
boats and vessels entering Of quitting the harbour of Bombay, and submitting a 
report from the, advocate~general, together with ce~ta.in_ rules and copy of a 
proposed proclamation connected with the subject. 

~. In reply, the Governor in Council instructs me to observe, with refer
ence to the fld clause of the proposed rules, that he doubts whether the abso
lute prohIbition to. the naqoodah and his men, to fome or be ashore after sunset, 
Without subjecting themselves to punishment, be not too severe; and to request 
that.you will state whether it is the usual habit of the people of Arab vessels to 
sleep on board, and whether they might not be allowed to be on shore after • 
rnnset, by seeciaI license. 

I have, &c. 
, 

. Bombay Castle, 1 June 1837. 
(signed) W: H. Wathen, 

Chief,Secretary. 

(No. 1140.) < 

Sir, 
To the Advocate-general. 

. , 

WITH reference to your letter af the f29th AprIl la.8t. to the cammittee 
ap~ointed for the purpose of amending the rules framed in 18~O, for the 
gmdance of Ara.b boats and vessels, entering, or quitting the harbour of Bom-

~ .. • bay 
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bay, I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to trans· 
mit to you copy of a letter from the above committee, dated the 5th ultimo, 
togethes with the rules and proclamation therein alluded to 

2. In submitting the above documents, the Governor in Council requests to 
be favoured with your opinion, as to whether the absolute prohibition to the 

• naqoodah and his men to come or be ashore after sunset, without subjecting 
themselves to punishment, as stated in the !'ld clause of the rules submitted by 
the committee, can be legally ((nforced. 

S. As the extent of the power to enforce these rules should b~ well ascer. 
tained, the Governor in Council requests that you will be pleased to settle the 
regulations generally. t 

4 .. With respect to the proclamation submitted by the committee, the 
Governor in Council is of opinion, that in one respect it is better than that 
proposed by Government and approved of in your letter of the 4th of April 
last, namely, that it provides the penalty of 1001. for each slave imported, and 
that a moiety thereof should go to the informer. 

5. ,Before adopting the committee's proclamation, however, the Governor in 
Council IS desirous of being favoured with your opinion as to how Government 
wIll be authorized to deal with persons importing slaves into ports out of the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. . 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. H. Wathen, 

Bombay Castle, 7 June 1837. Chief Secretary. 

To W. H. Wathen, Esq. Chief Sectetary to Government. 

Sir, 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th 

instant, and with reference to the question submitted in the 2d paragraph, as 
to whether the absolute prohibition to the naqoodahs of Arab boats and,vesse]s 
and their men to come or be ashore after sunset, without subjecting them
selves. to punishment, be not too severe &c., we have the honour to state, for the 
information of the Right honourable the Governor 10 Council, that the prohi
bitIOn in question havmg been suffered to remain as a part of the rules handed 
up with our letter of the 8th ultimo, was an oversight, as we are unanimously 
of opinion that it is uselessly severe, and has always, we beheve, been a dead 
letter, and that, even If desirable, its enforcement would be impractIcable. 
We are of opinion, in short, that no special regulation is necessary in regard to 
these peopltf coming on shore between sunset and sunrise; we would accord~ 
ingly recommend that clause 2d of these rules should end WIth the words, "tlie 
senIOr magistrate's particular permiSSIOn," alI that folIo~s being omitted. 

/I 

We have, &c. 
(signed) C. lJfalcolm. 

W. C. Bruce. 
Bombay, 13 June 1837. D. 'Ross. 

• (No. 1196 of 1837.) • 
To the Advocate-general. 

Sir, 
I Ul directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council ttl request 

that you will have the goodness to favour Government, at your earliest conve~ 
nience, with your opimon on the several points submitted in my letter of the 
7th in st. No. 1140, relative to the prevention of the slave trade carried on at 
this presidency. 

Bombay Ca~tle, 20 June 1837. 

238. 
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I have, &c. ' 

(signed) TV, H. Iratken, 
ChIef Secretary. 
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(N'o. 28 of 1837.) 

To the Secretary to Government. 

'Sir· . . 
I Ii.A~E the honour of replying to' your letter of the 7th ins!.,. which I have 

been prevented doing earlier by the busmess or the late term, which was got 
thtough only late yesterday. , 

2. With. reference to the second para. of your letter, I think the prohibition 
contained' in·the latter clause of the second rule submitted by the committee, 
cannot he legally enforced. The prohibition is not an amendment 'of the 
com'mittee's, but a part of the original regulation of 1820, as I perceive on 
inspection of the Regulation iblelf, which, however. I understand has never been 
acted upon, owing perhaps to an o{>inion that may have formerly been enter .. 
taiDed or given of its illegality. , 

8. The proposed Regulation of the committee, in the room of the 4th 
Regulation of 1820, cannot, I think, be legally substituted for it; but under the 
bth· George 4, ebapter 113, section 43, authorising any officer bearing His 
Mlije!?ty'~ 'commission in Hls Majesty's navy or army to make seizure of slave 
vessels, .AdO)iral Sir C.harles Malcolm (not as Superintendent of the Indian 
navy), but as an officer bearing His Majesty's commission in the navy, would, 
I think, be justified in, milking such seizures; but in making this observation 
I cannot say that my mind is free from doubt 6n the point, for, general as the 
words of; the Act are, it would appear from the wordmg oft the 43d section, 
that seizures in the territories under'the East India Company were not in the 
contemplation of the Legislature, but only those made in His Majesty's colonies; 
and as this is a penal statute (highly so), and consequently must be construed 
stflctly, I have thought it necessary to state the, doubt I entertain, that' the 
Governor in Council, in the event 'of his having himself any doubt on the 
subject, might perhaps deem it necessary to apply to the Supreme Gov~nment 
for an Act on the point, and if so, I would sugges,t that the Indian Act should 
follow"in 'this respect, the English Act of 5 Geo. 4, as nearly as possible. 

4. With respect to the proclamation submitted by the commlttee, 1 think 
the one propose.d by Government, and approved ot by me, preferable, and would 
recommend, therefore, that the latter be adopted, with an additional c!ause, 
however, for rewards to informers. As to the reward of a moiety of the 
penalty held out by 5th George 4, of 1001. for each slave, that reward, I would 
observe, cannot be realized to the informer without his suing and prosecuting 
for the same; and supposmg him to succeed· in obtaining a judgment for the 
penalty, the party so condemned to pay it might perhaps be an insolvent person, 
and the informer would thus be disappointed of his reward. The expense, too, of 
litigation, to recover the mOIety of the penalty, might deter that class of persons, 
to which informers generally belong, from coming forward and informing i and, 
as rewards to informers are the principal means to be relied on, as the com
mittee say, for detecting violatlons of the statute, I beg to suggest, for the 
consideration of Government, the propriety and expediency of the proclamation 
{besides the reward held out by the Act} containing also an offer of a reward 
by Governmtmt of rupees 50 (or any other sum), for every slave discovered to 
have been lmported in violation of the Act; and as all fines and forfeitures to 
the Crown are granted and belong to the Company. the reward. might come 
out of such fines. If this suggestion should meet with the approbation of 
Govemment, I shat! be happy to add the necessary clause to the proclamation. 

5. Besides copies of It being published~ as proposed by the second regulation 
()f the committee, I would advise the regulation being extended to include 
extracts flom those parts of the Act (5 Geo. 4), more peculiarly applicable to 
the nacoodahs and commanders of the Arab vessels who"on being furnished 
with copies of the proclamation, might also be informed of the substance and 
purport of the- Act, and the severe penalties attached to a violation of it. . 

6. With reference to the last paragraph of your letter, I beg to observe, that 
all persons importing sld.ves, into ports out of the iurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court, must be dealt With in the same manner as ~~ importinO' them within 

. such jurisdiction, both agreeable to the enactment: \,) the 5th Geo. 4, and by 
which the local courts must be gUided as well as the Supreme Court. The 
Regulations of the Bombay Code do not pro,-ide, as far as I see. for the seizure 
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of slave vessels at subordinate ports;i and seem to contemplate the import and 
export of slaves by land only, and not by sea; but,. in furtherance of the 
desIgn of suppressing the slave trade entirely, and everywhere within the Com
pany's jurisdIctions, it would be most advisable certamly, were the powers of 
lIeizmg slaves and vessels for a breach ()f the slave abolItIOn laws more clearly 
defined. 

Bombay, 27 June 1887. 

. I have, &c. 
(signed) A. S. I.e Messurier'; 

Advocate-general. 

(N o. 145~ of 1837.) 

Sir. 
To the Advocate-general. 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Goverpor in CounC1l to acknow .. 
ledge the rec~lpt of your letter, dated the 27th inst., stating your sentiments 
upon the rules and proclamation submitted by the eommlttee appointed to 
amend the regulations framed in 1820; for the guidance of Arab vessels and 
boats entering or quitting the harbour of Bombay, and, in reply, to communi~ 
cate to you the following observations, and Wishes of Government on the 
t;ubject. 

2. With reference to the 2d para. I am instructed to mform you, that flOm a 
letter from the committee dated the 18th June"last, it appears that the intro-
duction of the clause prohibiting naqoodahs and their men from coming or 
remaimng on shore after sunset was entIrely an oversight on their part, and the 
Governor in Council is of opinion that the same shQUld be expunged, arid that 
clause the 2d should accordingly end with the words "the senior magistrate's 
particular permIssion." 

S. Government are incliqed to greatly doubt if they would be authorjzed In 

putting 1D motion the powers ",hich Admiral Sir Charles Malcolm may, as at 
,King's officer. possess, of seizing .any vessel or vessels found with slaves on 
board; a special enactment wIll, therefore, be applied for from the Supreme 
Government, as recommended by you. 

,t.. The Governor in Council approves of the suggestion contamed in the 
latter part of your 4th para. relative to the expedIency of the proclamation, in 
addItion to the reward held out by the Acts containing the promIse of a further 
,rewald from Government for every slave discovered to have been imported in 
violation thereof, and requests that you Will be pleased to add a. clause to that 
effect to the proclamation submitted for your opinion the 31st March last. 

5. With regard to the remarks in your 5th para. I aID deSIred to request 
that you will have the goodness to add to the regulatlOns proposed by the 
committee such extracts of the Act 5 Geo. 4, as you may deem expedient. 
prolIxity, however, being as much as pOSSIble aVOided, a point Government 
conSIder highly Jmportant. The Governor in CouncIl quite approves of your 
suggestion ot the naqoodahs aud commanders of Arab vessels bemg dIstinctly 
apprIsed, on their bemg furnished with copieq of the proclamation, of the sub. 
stance and purport of the Act, and the severe penalties incurred by, Its 
violation. • . ' 

6. ,Adverting to the last para. of your letter, statmg your opiDlon as to the 
course which should be observed towards persons importmg slaves into ports 
out of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Bombay, I am directed to 
request that you will favour Government, as early as may be conveniently 
practicable, With a concise draft of the regulations you would recommend, In 

order that the same may be submitted for the sentiments of the Right honour-
ble the Governor.general of India in Council. , 

7. As connected with this subject, I am directed to transmit to you the 
accompanying draft of a letter to the acting resident in the Persian Gulf 
{whIch embraces some points of law), and to request the favour of your mak.ing . 
any alteration which may in your opmion be deemed necessary. 
r I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, August 1837. 
238. Z 2 

(signed) ff'. H. Wathen," 
Chief Secretary. 

I 
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To the Acting Resident in the Persian Gulf. . 

Sir, ) l. 'I f 4 ~ 
Political Depart- l. IT having been brought to the ootice of Government that a practice of 
mente dealing in slaves is carried on by certain Arab merchants trading from Mocha 

to Bombay, I am directed by: the Right honourable the Governor in Councll 
to transmit to you, for the purpose of being widely circulated in the Persian 
Gulf, 50 copies of a proclamation in the English, Persian, and Arabic languages, 
denouncIng this traffic in human beings as illegal, and punishable under severe 

No.8. 

penalties. • , 
~. The Governor in Council requests that you will take the earliest and most 

effieacious means of making known to the merchants and authonties connected 
with the port at which you reSIde, both the nature of these penalties, and the 
firm intention ()f the British Government to use its most strenuous endeavours 
in discovering where they may, be incurred,. and to enforce them on such 
discovery wit~ unspl;l.ring rigour. 

3. I am directed on this Dc:casion to transmit to you copy of the treaty con
cluded by Captain Moresby, of bis Majesty's ship Menai, with his Highness 
the Imaum of Muscat, on the !29th August 18Q!f2,' prohibiting within certain 
limits the· slave trade. 

4, In forwa~ding this document, the Right honourable the Governor jo 
COlUlCii instructs me t\> request that. you Will endeavour to prevaiJ 00 his 
Highness ,to extend the above treaty: 1'10 as to include in its prOVIsions the pro
vinces of Cutch ,and Kattywa1;. At pre1J~nt. vessels engaged in the slave 
trade are only liable to sei,zure, if found "to tpe eastwar(J. of a line/drawn 
from Cape Delgado, paStJing east of Socotl'a, and on the Diu Head, ·the 
western point of the Gulf of Cambay." ' 

5. The Governor in Council does not, however, think this sufficie~t. It' 
might, he IS of opmion, be very difficult for the B-titish power to assume gene
rally the rIght of detaining, and searching on the high seas vessels whi,ch there 
is reason to suspect of being engdged 10 the slave trade; but there can be no 
objection, he conceives, to the exercise of this right over the vessels of foreign 
powers, where it is conceded by treaty. You are therefore requested to 
endeavour 10 obtain from the Imaum the right of searching any vessels fitted out 
from his ports, and open to the suspicion above mentioned. 

,6. Government are also desirous that the same privilege should be obtained 
from other Ar~blan' potentates to whom we have access, and accordingly 
desires me to 1Osb'uct you to take every opportunity for that purpose. . 

7. The Governor in Council js ,not jnclined 10 cQnfine you to any particular 
inl\tructions for tlie attainment of the <.lbject in view, but ,is rather, disposed to 
leave th~ suppJying of the requisite details ,to your own good sense and 
a~tiviJy. '1 

I have, &c~ 

~ Bombay Castle, August 1837. 
(~igned) W. Wathen, 

Chief Secretary to Go,'ernmenf. 
\ ' 

<-

(No. s6 of 1837.) 
I • /f ,... -

To the Chief Secretary to Government. {. 

Sir, 
,.. I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of, your letter of the 7th 
instant.. communicating the sentiments of .Government on the rules and pro
clamatIOns relating to the trade in slaves carried on in Arab- boats and vessels 

. therein allude(\ to, and also the receipt of your letter of .. he 9th instant, 
regardmg the three African c.hildren taken.out of the ," Francis Warden", and 
"Futteh Kurreem." at Juddab, by Commander Ron-ers, of the Honoorable 
Company's brig of ~ar ," Euphrates." . ',' , .'=' , I 

The t\Vo letters relating to the same subject. 1 will answer them together. 
11 - • • With 
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With reference to the 3d para. of the letter of the first date, I have here- NO.7. 
with forwarded for the approval of Governplentl the draft of an Act to empower B 0 MBA Y. 
other persons than those mentioned in the 5th Geo. 4, c. 113, s. 43, to make 
seizures of vessels for a breach of the slave laws. 

The draft proposes to give this power to the commander of the vessels of 
the Indian navy, which, if they possessed, would do more, I think, to put 
an end to the traffic than any measures that have yet hitherto been adopted for 
the purpose. All vessels sallmg under the British flag, though "armed and 
navigated by foreigners, and which now are liable to seizure as bemg clothed 
with the British chalacter, enjoymg the privileges and benefit of British pro~ 
tection, and consequently subject to the inconveniences and penalties attaching 
to a breach of the British Jaws, would'then under the proposed enactment 
be within'the reach and power of the Company's vessels; and with the con~ 
joint efforts of the Imaum of Muscat and of the other chIef in the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf co-operatmg in the measure, the ports and shores of those coun
tries would in a very short tIme, J should think, be cleared of all its slaves. 

With this power Captain Rogers might have seized the" Francis Warden" 
and" Futteh Kurreem" for piratically carrying slaves on the high seas, and have 
brought them to Bombay, and had them condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court. 

From the omission in the Act, as the law now stands, If an Arab vessel were 
to come into Bombay harbour with. a cargo of slaves for sale, the magIstrate, It 
is true, might arrest the individuals on board for the crime of slave dealing, 

• WIth a view to their ultimate prosecutIOn and pUDlshment; but (unless there 
was a Kin~'s vessel hel'e) there would be no authority in the place to seize and 
prosecute tbe vessel for the purpose of condemmng her and her slaves. 

The Draft Act proposes to supply the defects of the Act, and, besides the 
commanders of the Company's vessels, to invest every officer of customs in 'he 
service of the· East Indl&- Company, and every person who may be deputed by 
Government, with the power. of makmg seizures, whIch WIll therefore enable 
seizures to be made at all subordmate ports and places, whIch now cannot be 
done by any local authority there. . 

~greeably to the 4th para. of your letter o( the 7th, I have altered the 
proclamatIOn, and I have hkewise inserted a clause (subject to the approval of 
.Government) to notify the seIZures and condemnation that would take place 
of all vessels found engaged in the trade, a notificatioll calculated to alarm the· 
slave merchants (from the prospect of a certain and immedIate loss of property) 
more than the terrors ofa. distant prosecution Rllrt pUDlshment of their persons, 
which in practice would bf' found cOld~ reach only to a very few. 

With reference to the para. of your letter of the 7th, 'it appears to me that 
until the proposed Act is passed by the Supreme Government, the promulgatIOn 
of any port regulations to be useful wIll be preltlature. They, as well as the pro .. 
clamation, as far as regards the announcement of seizures, would be nugatory, 
and mere empty sounds and threats; I would therefore propose that the framing 
of any legulations should be delayed tdl anel' the passmg of the Act, when a. 
-complete set may then be drawn up. 

With respect to the 6th para. of your letter of the 7th, being of opinion, as 
already expre~sed in my last letter on this subjectJ that the local courts must 
be guided by the Act of Parliament in all cases of importation and exportation 
of slaves to and from the subordinate ports out of the jUflSdlCtion of the 
Supreme Court, any regulations for their further gllldahce seem to me to be 
unnecessary. For slavery in the interior \\ithin the zillahs the regulations 
provide; but for the importation of slaves by sea into their ports, the local 
courts must adopt the PlOvlsions and legulations of the Act of Parhament, and 
punish ac~ording thereto. They cannot try the offence~ undel' the 10th sec
tion of the 5th Geo.4, c. 111 (slave'pil'acies}, for want of an AdmIralty juris
dIction, nor do I think they need' ever try any case; for as there never can 
.be an importation of !.Iaves by sea into the subol'dmate ports without 'involving 
in it also the previous carrying of slaves on the high seas, no case could occur,. 
as .far as it strikes me, which the local courts could take cognizance of, which 
could not he tried in Bombay in the Supreme Court, under the Admiralty 
junsdictlOn, for the higher offence of slave piracy;, so that m practice the 
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jurisdiction of ~he local courts ~ight !lot .b~ fOUD.d n.ecessary to, be called into
exercise, the mlDor offence. too, mergmg 10 the ,hIgher. . 

The power of seizing vessels and slaves at subordinate ports the local auth~ 
rjtles do DOt possess, as already intimated; but the PQw~r. if given. as pr~
posed by the Act, will be the only really effectual method of suppressinO' tile 
traffic, and that 'Without the power aU other attempts, I conceive, will btvain. 
Regulations and proclamations can only notify and make public the penalties 
incidental to it, and prosecutions reach and alarm only a few; but the seizinO' 
the property itself embarked in it will be cutting up the trade entirely. Co 

With these observations I would recommend that the letter to the address 
of the 1 esident in the Persian Gulf, which has been sent for my perusal and 
alteration~ if necessary, should not be forwarded till it is seen whether the 
plOposed Act will be passed by the Supreme Government; when, in the event 
of lts bemg passed, the letter (should, it then be deemed requisite) may be sent 
to me for revision. • 

Adverting to your letter of the 9th date, requesting my opinion as to the 
course to be pursued with regard to the three Af'fican children brought from 
J uddah, had the vessels out of which these children were taken been seized 
under lawful authority, the course, conformably to the Act of Parliament, would 
in such case have been the condemnation of the vessels and three slave 
chIldren as forfeitures of the Crown, their enlistment either on the military 
or sea service, or their being bound out as apprentices. But the only course 
now, I think, IS for Government to employ them in such ways as shall be 
thought most beneficial for the children, withdut they are returned to their 
country. Being now on Bribsh ground, they are free. I am not informed of 
their ages, but if old enough, their consent will be necessary to any service in 
whIch It may be proposed to employ them. 

I 11 ave, &c. 

Bombay, 16 August 1837. 
(signed) A. s. Le lfIessurier, 

Advocate-general • 

.. • 

DRAFT of a PItOPOSh--X> ACT, referred to in the preceding Letter • 
• 

BE it enacted, that all ships, vessels, boats, slaves, or persons treated, dealt 
with, carried, kept, or detained as slaves, and aU goods and effects that may 
become forfeited under the Act of 5 Geo. 4, c. 11$, intituled, U An Act to am~nd 
and consolidate the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave Trade," shall and 
may. within the limits of the East India Company's ~harter. be seized by any . 
()fficer of customs in the service of the said Company, or by the commanders or 
officers of any of the ships or Tessels belonging to the said Company's Indian 
navy; and moreover it shall and may be lawful for all governors of any of the 
territories, settlements, forts, or factories'in the East Indles, belonging to, or 
under the government of the said Company, and for all persoos deputed and 
.authorized by any such governor, to seize and prosecute all ships. vessels, boats, 
sl'aves. or persons treated, dealt with, carried, kept, or detained as slaves, and all 
.goods and effects whatsoever that shall or may become forfeited for any offence 
under the said Act. 

And.be it further enacted. tbat all persons authorized to make seizures under 
this Act shall, in cmaking and prosecuting such seizures, have the lIke benefit 
and protection a$ are glven by the said fj Geo. " to all persons authorized to 
make seizures under that Act. 

PROCLAMATION. 

THE Governor in Council of Bombay having reason to believe that the traffic 
in sll\ves is carried on to a considerable extent by persons in Arab boats and 
vessels from the ports in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, and other parts. im~rt
ing slaves of both sexe~ and of various ages into the port of Bombay, .and other 
p~rts and places iubordmate to the Presidency of Bombay, and 11avlOg deter
mmed to use every exertion to suppress'the nefarious traffic, 1\0 disgraceful to 
humanity, hereby nOtifies and proclaims that aU persons found guilty of such 
llractices, or in any other mann_er offendiuS! against the laws for the abolition of 

, .... the 
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the slave trade, shall be apprehended and prosecuted with the utmost rigour, and 
severely punished as the law directs, and the boats or vessels employed in the 
trade, together with the slaves and all the goods and property that may be found 
01) board. shall be seized, and immediate steps taken for their condemnation and 
forfeiture, and the liberatIon of the slaves themselves. And to encourage the 
dIscovery of offenders, a reward is held out by the f'\.ct of Parliament of a moiety 
of the penalty of 100 I._sterling for each slave, to any person who shall inform 
and sue and prosecute' for the same i but as a further encouragement t() disco
very, the Governor in Councd of Bombay hereby notifies and proclaims that a 
reward ot' I'upees shall be paid by Government to aU persons 'Who shall give 
information which shall lead t() the apprehension and conviction of any offender, 
or to the seizure and condemnation of any vessel engaged in the trade. 

, , (True extract.) 

(signed) iv. H. Wathen, 
Chief Secretary 

(No. 2045 of 1837-Political Department.) 

To the Acting Assistant in charge of the Bushire ResIdency. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Councll to transmit 

• to you a copy of the treaty concluded by Captain Moresby of Hls Majesty's 
ship Menai, wlth his Highness the Imaum of Muscat, on the Q!:lth August 1822, 
proh~biting, witbm certain limits, the slave trade. 
, 2. In forwarding this document" the Governor in Council instructs me to 
request that you will endeavour to prevail on his HIghness to extend the above 
treaty, so as to include in its provisions the provinces of Cutch and Kattywar. 
At present, vessels engagell in tbe slave trade are only liable to seizure if found 
to the eastward of a line drawn from Cape Delgado passmg east of Socotra, 
and on to Diu Head, the western point of the GulfofCambay. 

8. The Governor \n Council does not, however, think this sufficient. It mlght, 
he is of opimon, be very dIfficult for the British power to assume generally the 
right of detaiDlng and searching on the nigh sea!! vessels which ther~ is reason 
to suspect of bemg engaged in the slave trade; but there can be no objectIOn, 
he conceives, to the exercise of tbis right over the, vessels of foreign powers, 

• when/it is conceded by treaty. You are therefore requested to endeavour tq 
obtain from the Imaum the right of searching any vessels fitted out from his 
ports and open to the suspicion above mentioned. , 

4. Government are also desirous that the same plivilege should be obtal~ed 
from other Arabian potentates to whom we llave access, and accordingly direct 
roe to instruct you to take every opportunity for that purpose •. 

5. The Governor in <A>uncil is not inclined to confine you to any particular 
1Dstructions for the attainment of the object in view" but IS rather dlsjwsed to 
leave the supplying of tbe requisite details to your own good sellse and activity. 

I have, &c • • 

Bombay Castle, 30 October 1837. 
(signed) W. H. Wathen, 

• (True copy.) 

(signed) 

Chief Secretary. 

lY. H. IVathen, 
Chief Secretary. 

OnDE RED, That a copy of the foregoing despatch from tbe Chief Secretary to 
the Gover?ment of Bombay be sent to tbe Legislative Department, in order that 
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the draft of an Act submitted therewith may be hid he~ore the Legislative 
CouncIl for consideration~ )' ,. ','. , . • . 

(True extract. ' . 
(signed) 'IE T. Prinsep, " 

S~cl'etary to the .Government of India~ 
I, f I 

, .' 
(No. 471.) 1 , 

From R. D. Mangles, Esquire" Offic!at~ng Secretary to the G.overnment. of 
India, to J. P. Grant, Esquire, Officlatmg Secretary to the,lndl,an La~ Com-
missiopers, dated,the lIth D~ce~ber J837· , I 

Sir, . 
I AM directed by the Honourabl~ the Presid~nt ll~ <?ouncil to forward to Y?U". 

for the. consideration of the In~lan Law CommIssioners, the. accompanymg 
copies of pap.ers ~eceived fl'om the Go~er~ment 'Of B0!llbay, relative to the tratfic 
in slaves, whIch )s supposed to be catned on to ~ considerable extent in the ports 
upon the Malabar coast. 

!l. HIS Honour in Council requests that the Law Commissioners will put the 
Act proposed by the Govetn~ent. of Bo~bay. for the: suppressio~ of this traffic, 
into proper form, and return It With their rep'ly to thiS letter. 

I am, -&c. 
Council Chamber, 

11 December 1837. 
(signed) R. D. jJfan/!,les, ! 

Officiating SeeY to Governmeut of India. 

Ex TRACT from the PnOCEEDINGS of the Honourable the President of the Council 
of India in Council, in the Legislative Department" under'cate the ~3d April 

_ ,1838. 
, . 

(No. 14.) 
EXTRt\CT fi'om the PnOCEEDINGS of the' Honourable the'President in COU\lciJ, in 

the Political Department, under date'the !28th' l\I arch 1838. t 
, I 

(No. ~4!2~; duplicate.) . , : ,. 
To the Sectetary to the Go~ernor ... g,eneraI 'of India; Camp. 

Sir, . 
WITH reference' to Mr. ' Chief Secretary lfathen's I~tter, dated 80th October 

last, relating to the traffic in slaveR~ supposed to be: <:arried on. to a considerable 
extent by persons in 'Arab boats and vessels from the ports in the .Red ,Sea and 
the Persian Gulf, I am directed by ,the Right honourable, the GO~'ernor,ill 
Council to transmit to you, for the purpose of being submitted for the consider-, 
ation of the' Right honourable the' Governor..:general of India, extracts from the 
proceedings of this Government, J'egarding three slave boys taken out of two 
vessels at Judda, under English colours, namely, the Francis Warden and Fut
teh Kurreem, by A~ting-commander Rogers; of the H,onourable Company's brig 
of war Euphrates.' , ." , 

t 
I have, &c. -

• 
Bombay Castle, ~6 December 1837. 

(signed) J. P. IVilloughh!/, 
Secretary to Government. 

;. 

(Duplicate.) , 

LISt of DOCUMENTS forwarded with the 'Letter to the Secretary with the
Right honourable the Governor .. general oflndl3, dated 26 December 1837. 
(No. 24~!2). ' ' 

No.1. Frcm the S~permtende'nt of the Inwan Na vy~ dated 3 Apn11837, with enclosures: 
~o: 2. Reply to t~e Superintendent of the Indian Navy,' dated 29 April 1831: . ' 

• , , - "I " No. 3.. 
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No.3. To the Semor Magistrate; of Pohce, dated 29.Apnll837. 
No.4. From the Supenntendent of the IndIan Navy, dated 9 May 1837. 
No. o. Reply to the Supenntendent of the IndIan Navy, dated 22 May 1837. 

·No.6. From the Actmg Senior Magtstrate of Pollce, dated 2"1 May 1837. 
No.7. To the Supenntendent of the IndIan' Navy, dated 12 June 1837. 
No.8. From the Supel'lDtendent of the Indian Navy, dated 16 June 1837. ' 

- No. O. Memorandum by the Chief Secretary, dated 17 June 1837 •• Approved by the 
Board. 

'No. 10. To the .8upenntendent ofthe Indian Navy, dated 17 July'1837. 
No. n. To the Actmg Magtlltrate of Pohce, dated 17 July 1837. 
No. 12. From the Acbng Mdglstrate ofPohee, dated 21 July 1-837, wIth enclosure. 
~o. 130' Reply to the Acbng Senior MagIstrate of Pohee. dated 9 August 183'7 
No. 14. To the Advocate-general, dated 11 August 1837. , • 
No. 10. From the Supenntendent of the Indian Navy, dated 30 September 1837; With 

enclosure. 
No.16r To the Advocate-general, dated 8 November. 
No. 17. 'From the Advocate-general, date4 21 November 1837. , 
No. 18. Mmute by the Governor, subllcrlbed by Mr. Farish. dated 2 December 183'7. 
No. 19. Memorandum by the Secretary, dated 7 December 1837; approved by the Board. 
No. 20. To the Supenntendent of the 'Indian Navy, d~ted 8 December 183'7. 

(signed) J. P. Wzl"toughby. 
'Secretary to Government. 

'EXTRACT from ,the P11-0QEEDlNGS of Government in the Political Deparhneht. 

From Captain Sir C. Malcolm, Superintendent of the Ind~a'n Navy, to the 
RIght honourable Sir Robert Grant, G.C.lf. President and Governor in 
CounCIl. ' 

Right honourable Sir, 
I HAVE the honour 'to lay before your Right 'honourable Boaul. the accom

panying letter from Acting-commander Rogers, of the Honourable Company's 
brig of war Euphrates, under date the 16th ultimo, reporting his having taken 
three slave boys out of the vessels whieh he found laying ~n Juddah Harbour 
under English colours, the one named the Francis Warden, the other the Futteh 
Kurreem. 

2. I have also to forward the deposition of the three slave 'boys, with a copy 
of the registry of the Ehip Futteh Kurreem, which Commander Rogers reports 
has ,been SlDce sold, but to whom he does not mention'. 

• .3. As it clearly appears that these vessels, were found sailing under British 
colours witli the British 're~isters, I trust that Acting-commander Rogers has 
acted correctly and in cQntormity to law in taking the slaveii' from on J>oard 
and sending them to Bombay. They have been brought by'the Hugh Lindsay, 
and are still on board. I have therefore to request to be made acquainted whh. 
the pleasure-of your Right honourable Board. regardlQg theil: future dispbsal. 

, I have, &c. 

(signed) C. Malcolm, : 
Rear Admiral, Superintendent of the Indian Navy. ' 

Superintenden~'s Office; Bombay, :1 April 1837. 

, -
From Acting-commander F. Rogers, to Captain Slf C. Malcolm, Knt. Superin-

.• tendent of the Indian Navy, Bombay. . 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, having received information that 

there were slaves on board a ship named the Francis Warden, lying in, this,har
bour, whicb sails under British colours, is Blittsh registered, and is owned by 
S4eik OycbiD Aia, a resident in Bombay. I proceeded on board of the sal~ ship, 
and there found an' Afncan boy named Com mise, who; OIl my asking. him the 
question, told Dle he was a slave, but afterwards. in the presence of his master 
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N the nakodah Shaik Hawad, denied it. Conceiving his denying \Vflat he bad 
n 0 ~~ ~ T.' before voluDtarily stated to be the eff'ect or restraint, r took him on board the 

Euphrates. The gunner of the vessel bad pointed him 9ut the day before to 
Lieutenant Porter as a slave, and on my desiring the nakodab to send his crew 
aft on the quarter-deck, aU were sent but this boy, who was kept in the galIey 
out of sight. <This bOy subsequently made the accompanying statement 'On 
board the Honourable Company's brig Euphrates, in the presence of the Rev. 
Mr. Wolff, R. Goff, Esq., and myself. 

, After thiS' I visited the Futteh Knrreem, where I found two boys, one named 
Suigar, the other Salim, who told me the1 were slaves, on which I sent them 
tb the Euphrates. 

I examined the other two British registered ships, but they had no slaves on 
board. " 

You will perceive by the accompanying statements th~t one of these boys 
was lately taken on board to Mocha, and according to his own account, was 
to be sold at any place where a. purchaser could be found~ , 

I have not interfered in any way with the ships on board which these'slaves 
were found. further than taking the boys out. I was informed by the Govern· 
ment agent at Mocha, Sheik Syel, that many ships from India, under English 
colours,\particularly those from the Malayan peninsula, brought IIlaves to the 
ports of the Red Sea., . -

I have been induced to seize these slave boys. because the captains of the 
above-named vessels have acted contrary to almost every section of the 5 Geo. 4, 
c. 113, but I ha1e not selzed the vessels.. as I am not awar.e how far Govern .. 
1l1ent might wish the matter prosecuted,. 

The' Francis Warden, I am informed, sails from this to the Persian Gulf. 
The Futteh Kurreem returns to Penang, but I do not think either ship will quit 
this before the enrl of May. 

With th~ ~permission of C6mmander Rowland, I have sent the three boys, 
Commise, Suigar, and Salim, to Bombay." . 

I beg leave to -enclose the statements made by the boys. and also a copy ot 
the- pass of the Futteh Kurreem. . 

" . 1 have. &c. 

H. C. Brig of War Euphrates, 
Judda~ Harbour, 10 March 1887. 

(signed) F. Rogers, 
Acting-commander. 

P.S.-I ha.ve since lel1mt that the ship Futteb Kureem, out of which I took 
the boys Suigar and Saliro, has been sold. ' -h 

(signed) .1'", Rogers • 

• 

The S'lA1'E~ntN't of Salim, 'a Boy taken out of the Futteh Ku~rem. 
, 

I AM a. slave; I was brought from Sanar to Suarkin, and from thence to 
Mocha l and there sold, to Hoor sie Yoseph, who sent me on board the Futteh 
Kurreem, to be sold' at this or any other place. I did not come with my own 
consent. , , ' 

The above statement 4-was made in our presence by the above-named' boy p 

2d March 1837. ' 
(signed) T. E. Rogers, Acting-commander. 

. Joseph !Yoijf, Missionary ~ , 
Robe,.t Gojfl 

The STATEMENT of Suiga.r, a Boy taken out of the Futle!i. Kurreem. 

I AM a slave j my master the nakoda bought me at Mutra. I was taken to 
Java, Ache!l, and Penan~, but never allowed to quit the ship. I receive no 
wages. ~ ~Id not come wlth my own consent. I was told to go with my master. 
I 'Was orIgmally from another country •. P~ople came and spread da.tes and fat; 

, . I was. 
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I was hungry, and took some to eat; then they carried me away' I have neither 
father nor mother. I Was sold for five dollars. 

The above statement was wade in out presence by the above-named boy, 
!ld March 1887. 

(signed) T. Rogers. 
Joseph Wolf, Mjssionary. 
Robert Gqff. 

The STATEMENT of Commise, a Boy taken out of the Francis Warden. 

I AM a slave; I was purcha~ed by my master, the nakodah of the shIp, at 
. Shaar; I wall taken to Bombay' and Bengal and brought to this pla{'e; I do not 

get any wages, and I expect to he sold whenever my master WlShes" to part wIth 
me. I have neither father nor mother. 

The above statement: was made in our presence by the above..named boy, 
M March 1831. 

(signed) T. E. Rogers, Acting-commander. 
Joseph 'Wolff, Missionary. 
Robert Goff. 

To whomsoever, subjects of his Majesty Williall1 the Fourth, by the grace of 
God of the United Killgdom of Great Brttain and Ireland King, defender of 
the faith, and so forth, and to all others whom these presents may concern; I, 
James William Salmond, Esq Resident Councillor P. W. Island, by authority 
of the RIght honourable George Lord Auckland, G. c. B. Governor-general of 
and for the presIdency of Fort William to Bengal in Council, acting for and on 
behalf of the East India Company : " 

• 

Whereas the barque Ie Futteh Kurreem," burthen about 254 tons, commanded 
by nakoda Syed Hoomer, belonging to Syed Hamud Bm Syed Hussain Aboof
tain, of prince of Wales Island, is bound on a voyage-wIth a cargo of sundries 
to Singapore, and the said Syed Hamud Bm Syed Hussain Abooftain hath 
requested the hcense of the said East India Company to be granted for that pur
POlie: Now know ye, that by virtue of all. and every the power in me vested, 1 do 
hereby grant a. license for aiul in .the name of the said East India Company to 
the Ilaul nakodah Syed HOQmar to proceed upon and throughout the said voyage, 
and requIre and .command all persons within -or belonging to this government, 
underthe jurisdiction of the Governor-general of Fort Wilham in Bengal, and I 
do desire all persons that are subjects, friends, and allies to his Majesty William 
the Fourth, by the grace of God of tne United Kingdom of Great Britam and 
Ireland King, defender of the faith, and so forth., to suffer the said barlJue Futteh 
KUlreem to pass with the Company's goods and merchandise, without any let, 
seIZUre, or molestation whatever. prov.ide.d this ).u:ense and pa!>s be in force, 
which is to cease and determine at the expiratIOn of 1 ~ months, or on the re
turn ofthe said barque to the port of Prince of Wales Island. whichever shall first 
happen.-Given under my h~nd. lind the large' seal of the SaId Company. at 
Prince of Wales Island, this !!2d day of November in the year of our Lord 
1836. • 

(signed) J. W. Salmond, (Company'S) 
,Resldent CounciUor. Seal. r 

Registered in the Record Office; No. 27. Pr~nce of, Wales Island, the ~£d 
November 1836. , 

(signed) Jolin Durjur, 
elk. Record Office . 

• A.A 2 
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" 

Prince of Wales,lsland Record Office, 
, . : , 9 December,18S6. ~ , -

Abdul Azis has now become master. . 
(signed) 

, ' 

, , 

(tiue copy.) 
" 

(signed) 

~ ~ ..' \ 

J. W. Salmond" , 
! 'Resident Councillor .. 

T. E. Rogers~ 
Acting-commander. 

, . 
• J I II 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. ~ecret~ry"to ~he ,GQvernment ~f Bombay, to the 
Superintendenfof the Indlan Navy, dated 29 Apnl1837. 

Sir, " 1 ' , " \ '\ 

I AM directed 'by the }llgJtt hppo~r~~le the G~oyerno~ in. Co~nci1 to acknow- -. 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 3d lDstant, wIth Its enclosures, re
garding the three slave boys taken out of tvro ve~sels at J uddah" uDder English 
colours, nam~d t,he :Fiancis Warde~ a'n~ the Futt~h Kurreem, by Acting-com
mander Rogers of, the Honourable CompanJ"s brIg of war Euphrates, and to 
req~est that you, will pUlk~ '(Net ~,li~ ~bo.ve f~il~~n ~_o the s~ni~r ,magi~~ate of 
pollee. , . i ' "1 " (, ' ,,) " have &c. , 

J' ';.' • I, (signed)' )"J. i. W:illougkhy,;, . 
Bombay Castle~'!2p -~pril1837.1 '" "J , Secretary to GovernmeDt~ 

, , , 
,I,' , 

I' ' , 
L • I J.I J • j 'i 1 t J 

-! ~ lf • 

No. 2· From J. P. Willoughby, Es~ S~cre~r:r .!o_ J!..Qy"erI!m~nt of Bomhay, to the 
Senior Magi::.trafe" o(Police, dated 29 April 1837. 

• • f \ ' ., , '\. \ Sir. !. \ , I , ~; I I , r"', / I,· J : 1) \.t ~) ~ l ~ • of. ... ~ . ,I r 

I AM directed by tbe'Right' ,hon.6uraole'.the· Governor in Council to inform 
you that the Superintendent of the Indian Navy has been requested to make 
over to your charge three slave ,boys ta~en ou~ of the ships Franci. Warden and" 
Ftitte~ I Kun:eem, ~~i~ip~_ un4e~ 'EJ;lgJ,isb ~plo~I:sf by ~he .!cting'~com~~der of the 
Honourab1~ Cbmpany,s lmg pC. war Euphratc;:s, #1t Juddah, ap£\.to request you'. 
will senq to Governriien~ ~ register i pf. thf!se, children, stating, at" the same 
time how theY' can lie' disposed, of. ' , 

, " .I~J', I have, &c. 
)(~(t')~ll"'-"'t.\ (~I 

) I' (signed) ,: J: :p •. ,Willougkh!J~ 
Bombay 'Castle, ~~ Apri(iS3?( Secretary to Government. 

..... . , ~ ~ r. ] 1 l \..) \ l , ... , \. ~\ ~ 
I ~ f ' " 

NQ, 40 Frdm ~ptain Sir C. Malcolm, 'Rear Adniiral, ''suyeri~te'naeDt'/o£ the: 'Indian 
Navy, to the Right honourable Sir R. Gl'aizt,' G. C.'lI; President and 
Governor in Council, dated 9 May 1837. .'", j. I" 

Right honollrable"Sit'" ., ,,' "\, -: 1 '" '.' '.i ;, .'," l' • 
, t! t r ... ,. 

WIt'if rUerence Ito Mr. Secrbtary: WilIouglihy'$ Jett~l'l of'the ~9th u1t. No •• ~.' 
767, I have the honour to reJ?ort that the three slave clllldren therein alluded 
to, w~re, at th'eii OWDl'equest, 'on 'their"arrival froln tn~ ,Red Sea, permitted to~ 
remam O~, board, t~e Hugh Lind~ay, and 'that i,n,t1~e hurry' of' di~patching ~hat 
:yessel ~o the PersIan G!-llf their temoval "as forgotten; they: ,wjJ}, ,~owever. (,7 
Im11ledlatelyon the return of ,the steamer, be made over'to the senior maO'is-' 
trate of pollce as di~ecfed bl your I Rigb~. honourable Board. 0 

•• l .\ .' , -, '~1 .' I have, &c. 
Supermtendent's Offic~1 Bombay, , , - (!:Iigned) I) C .. Malcolm. . .. 

9 May l837. : ,"~ f l 
.". , 
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From' J. ; P. WlilougAb1J,· Esq. Secretary to Government of Bombay, to the 
Superintendent ot the IndIan Navy, dated 2~ May 1837. 

Sir, - , , 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to ac

knowledge the .J:'eceipt of your letter dated the 9th instant, and to inform you 
that, 'with 'their own" free will, the three. boys therein alluded to may be' 
entered as volunteers on board the Hugh Lindsay, on the usual pay and, 
allowances. I I , , 

I have, &c. . 
Bombay Castle; ~2 MaY'1837. 

(signed) __ J. P. Willoughby, 
- -.- - ,- - Secretary to Government. 

I , 

i 1 ., . , 

No·7· 
BOMB.\Y. . 

NO·5. 

'From E. E. Elliot, Esq.- Acting Senior Magistrat~ of, Pplice, to th~, ~ecretary No.6. 
, I ,"" to Governmeh~ dated ~i. May 18:37. 

S. 1 ~ ,/1 I 'L , ~ I I ~, ~....;. I 

~ 1t, 'I ~, I , 

,1 HA.Vg the,honour to acknow1eage the receipt ofyourletter, No. 768( dated 
29th of1ast month; and to 'acqu,aint you,' for1 the ,information: of his ,Excellency 
in Council, that on my ~onstable going to the Marine Qffice to receive charge 
of the' African 'childreIf taken out of the "hips Francis Warden and Futteh 
Kurreem, he was informed that they had been detained on board the Hugh 
Lindsay, to form a: part of 'her crew, and that the Superintendent of the 
lfidlan Navy had written ~o Government, requesting to be permitted to retain 
them. _ " \ ,. 1 

Bombay Police Office. 
27 May 1837. 

I "1 j -,I \ 

I have, &c. 
,(!iign.ed) E. E. Ellzot, 

~cting Senior Magistrate of Police. 

\ J 

I r' 

.:From ,Yo H. TYathen, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, to the Superio-
r, (' \', }q~~ent.In~,lall\Nayy,:dat~d~!a Jufie:18~7'.. \, , \ 

l I r ... \.' .) Sir I • ~ \' r 1 I , \0 _ ( ! ' 

, .Ut directed bY'tlie- Right' ;honourable '~he Gpverndr in COuncil to trans
mit to you .cop1 of a'lett~r front tfie-acting. 'senior' Jhag\strate of 'P9lice,'(lated 
27th. ult. and) to' request> that lyou will' stateJ whether the African', boy~' th~reil1. 
alluded tOr have of their own tree will entered \h~ s~rvi~e of GC!vertlm'ep~. ' , 

. , lr have, &c. • 
, .,,' (signed) TV. H. Wathen, 

Bombay Castle, Ii 'June i8$7. ' Chief Se,cretary to Gov~rnmen~. 
I ');,.. ~:: 

, ---' ------,..--r----·---~ ~ 

.From Captain Sir Charles Malcolm, Rear AdmiraI, Superintendent Indian Navy, 
to the lRlght honourable Sir .Rob~rt Gran.tJ Gl C:H. J?)'esident and Governor 
iFf, C~)Qr,tci1,' dat,ed 16 ~uJn~ 18y7r - .' _, J.' ~). \. , ., 

Right honourable Sir, ':' .. ' " ' , \ 

IN acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary WatheD'slettet; No. 
"1148, of the l~th instant, with enclosure, I have the honour to state that on 
the ofeturn of the Hugh Lindsay; ,finding 'the three slave boys were not wllIing 
to remain longer od boar~, 'although the 'offer 'of pay was made to them, they 
were"tl~ansferred to the charge of, the senior'llla'gistrate of pqli,ce~ agreeably tq 
the 'original instructiQns~ of your Right,'honourable Board,' rommunica.ted i~ 
M~.,Secreta.ry '~i~loughby"s .le~t~~, ~ ~~: 767",0( tI~~ ~9t~ April last. , 

, ' , " '.1,,' • I have, &e. 1 ' 

, , (signed) C. lJ,falcolm, 
," Rear Admiral, Supermtendent IpqiaQ. Navy. 

, ·Superintendent's Office, -Bombay, " .,' 
16 June 1887' 
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18z CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADEs 

MEMORANl>tllIl by the Chief Secretary. dated 17th June ~.837, approved by: 
the Board.. , -

1. As the three alave boys alluded to in th~ letter from. t~e ,Superintendent 
of the Indian Navy, dated the 16th instant, were not, willmg to remain OIl 

board ship,. Sir C. Malcolm did right to make them ~ver to the police magis",! 
trate, as originally ordeted by GovernD;1ent. : I • • • 

2. Mr. Elliot should now be called upon to send lD a regtster of these boys 
as required in Mr. SecretaQ1 Willoughby's letter of the 29th April last, and t~ 
report how they ca.n, be, disposed o£ 

S. When. the above information is obtained, the advocate-general should (as 
before snggested by the Right honourable the Governor) be requested "to 
adVIse how Government l>hould act" in this case. 

17 June 1837. (signed) W. H. IVatken, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

l' 

F_'om lY. 11. W(ltken~ l.}sq. Chief Secretary to Government Bombay, to the
Superintemlent of the Indiap Na.vy, dated 17 July 1837. 

" ¥ 

S~ . ) 
I Alii directed, to acknowledge thEt re~~ipt of your letter, dated the 16th ult., 

reporting that the three slave boys taken out Qf the ships Francis Warden and 
Futteh ,Kurreem. nave refused t..a r~D;laitl, any longeI on board ship, and that 

• you have ill consequence made them over to the setl.ior magistrate of police, 
and to inform YOll that the Right honourable the Governor in Council approves' 
of your proceedivgs on the .occasion. 

I have,&c. 

Bombay Castle, 17 July 1837. 
(signed) lV, H. Wathen, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

From W. H. IFathen, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government Bombay, to the 
Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, dated 17 July' 1837. 

Sir, • 
\VITH reference to your letter, dated 27th May last, rela.tive \ to the thx:ee 

Afl-ican boys taken out, of the ships Francis Warden. all$! Futteh Kurreem. 
I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to tequest 
that you will forward a.. register of these boys, as required in Mr. Secretary 
WilloughbY,'& letter of the 9th April last, and to report how they can be dIS
posed of. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 17 July 1837. 
(signed) .Tv, H. Wathen, 
- Chief Secretary to Government. 

From E. E. E.lliot, Esq. Acting Senior Magishate of Police, to the Chief 
Secretary to Government, dated ~l July 1837. 

Sir, : 
I HAVE the honour to a~knowIedge the receipt of your letter, No. 133~, of 

the 17th instant, and to enclose the register -toU of the African boys therein 
called for. 

They objected strongly to go ip.to Christian families, and I therefore -made 
over charge of them to two respectable MussuTmans, Forzhydar Daee Meeya 
and Hyder Ali Cas~imjee, ~ho each ent~red into an agreement. t9 I?rotect, feed .. 
and clothe them, and to asslgn.them sUltahle wages for their labour. . • 

Bombay Police Office. 
. 121 July 1837. " 

-- I have, &c. " 
(signed), E. E. Elliot, . 

Acting Senior Magistrate of Police. 
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REGISTEl't. of African Children taken from the ships Frand, Warden and 
Futteh Kurreem. 

No. Names. Age.. 

r Sengaor - "10 

2. Sahm .. 13 

3 Kamiss - 12 

Bomba)" Police Office, 
~l May 1887. 

Sex., 

Male -

ditto .. 

dltto-

, J 

Country. To whom delLvered. 

Zanzibar - Furzhydar BIlEle Meeya. 

auto Yo Hyder AIll CasSlmJee. 

ditto - ditto ..; 4itto. 
'. , 

(signed) E. E. Elliot, '. 
Acting Senior Magistrate of Police: 

, 

rrom W. H. Watlten; Esq. Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, to the 
Acting Senior Magistrate of ~oliee, dated 9 August 1837. 

. 

Sir, ~ 
I AM directed 'to acknowledge the receipt of your'letter, dated the ~1st ult., 

forwardmg a register ton of the thr~e African boys taken out from the shlps 
Francis Wa,rden and Futteh Kurreem, and stating that in consequebce ot their 
refusing to go into Chrlstian families, you have given them over to two respect
able Mussulmans, who have entered into an -agreement to protect, feed, and 
clothe them, as also to assign suitable wages for their labour, and to mform you 
that, under the peculiar ch:cumstances stated, tne Right honourable the 
Governor in Couneil approves of the arrangement. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. H. Wat/len, , 

Bombay Castle, 9 August 1837. Chief Secretary to Government. 

't rtf tI. • k 

From IY. H. Wathen, Esq. Chief Secretaty to the Government of Bomha!! to 
, the Advocate-general, dated 9 August 1837. 

Sir, . 

I Alii directed by the Right honourable the Governor in CMncil to transmit 
to you the accompanying copy of a letter from the Superintendent Qf dIe Indian 
Navy, dated the 3d April last, and of its enclosures, regarding three African 
children taken out of two vessels at Juddah, under EnglIsh colours, named 
Franci$ Warden and Futteh Kurreem, by Acting-commander Rogers, of the 
Honourable Company"'s brig of war Euphrates, and to request that you will be 
pleased to inform Government what course, in your opinion, should be pursued 
in this case. , , ' 

I have, &c. 
(sigrted) W. H .. IJTotlzen, 

Bombay Castle, 9 August 1837. Chief Secretary to Government. 

FroID Captain Sic C. Malcolm, :Rear Admiral and Superintendent of the Indian 
Navy, to the Right honourable Sir R. Grant, G. c. JL President and 
-Governor in CounCil. dated 80 September 1837. 

Right honourable Sir,' . 
I 'BEG to forward a, letter from Acting-commander Rogers, and, as I dQ not 

exactly llnderstand the Import of- the Jetter of the advocate-general. which 
accompanied Mr. Chief Secretary Wathen's letter, under date' the 128th of 
. 238• A. A 4 August 
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No. 17. 

CORRESPONDENCE ON:THE SLAVE TRAJ?E, 
{ , .." t.. .. .. .. 'J.. ~ 

AUQ'Ust last, I would beg to be informed how the commander of 'a vessel of war 
sho~ld :lct on fa~ling in with ships under English ~olour~, which may have 
slaves' on board. . 

I have: &c. 
(signed) -C .. Z·vlalcolm, Bombay, 30 September 1837. 

It-ear Admiral, Superinten~eijt.lndian Navy. 

t 

From F. Rogers, 'Esq. Acting-comQlander HonQurable Company's Sh.ip of War 
Amherst, to Rear Admiral Sir C. Jfalco/m, Knt. Superintendent Indian 
Navy, 'dated 29 Sept.l8S7. . 

Sir, ., '\ ' 
As the H9nourable Company's sloop of war" Amh erst," under my command 

is ntting out for the Persian Glll4 where she is likely to fall in with' English 
vessels, having persons on board similarly situated to those 1 thought it my 
duty to take out of the ships Francis Warden and Futteh Kurreem, and 
send to the presidency whilst those vessels were lying in Juddah Harbour on the 
28th of February last, as stated in my letter to your ,address, dated J uddah; 
March 10th, 1837; I respectfully solicit you will be' pleased 'to inform me.in 
what way I am to act, should I again meet with vessels similarly situated to-
those named above. . 

I have,&c. 

Bombay Harbour, 29 Sept. 1837. 
(signed) F. Rogers, 

Acting-commander. 

: t 

( . 
:Flom. Tl". H. Wathen, Esq. Chiei' Secretary to the Government of Bombay" 

to the Advocate-general, dated 8 November 18S7. 

Sir, 
I AM dIrected by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 

to you copy of a letter from th~ Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 
the 30th September last, forwarding one from Acting-commander Itogers. and 
to request that you wIll favour Government with your opinion as to how the 
commander of a vessel of war shoula act on fallIng in with ships under Englisll 
colours which may have slaves on board. ' , 

l have. &c. 
(signed) W. H. Tf"atnell, 

Bombay Castle, 8,Nqv. 1837. Chief Secretary to GovernmeoL 

, ' 

From A. S. Le Messu1'ie,', Esq • .Ad~ocate·generaIJ to the Secretary to 
Government, dated 21 November 1837. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th insb .. 

with its enclosures, requesting my opinion as to how the commander of a. 
vessel of war (of. the Company's navy. I presume) should act on falling in 
with ships under Engl~sh colours, which may have slaves on board. 

Referring to the opinion I formerly gave (letter dated 16th August last), 
on the ~ subject of seizing slave vesse1s, I would observe, that if the Supreme 
Government pass the Act proposed, for empowering the vessels of the Com
pany's navy to make seizure of ships for a breach of the slave laws, no very 
long period can elapse before the powel' will be possessed; but that; should It 
reful)e to do so, it wil1, I conceive, be a virtual declaration on the part of the 
Government of India that the' Compants vessels should not interfere in the 
matter; and I therefore would recommend, in the meantime, the commander 
of a?y o~ the Company's vessel~ not to act at all in the ,businessl ,The British 
Legislature, by omitting to give. the, power of Bei~ure ,to authorities J in India. 
unde:t:, \he CompanyJt.o 3eems to. 4av~ proceeded, on ~OlDe gr,?uups of poli~:l I 

, In , 
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. . 
in so-doing; especially as by the late' C~altet A'¢t ~t has ex'p!es,sly recogn.i~ed 
and sanctioned -the existence and. continuance of slavery \y1thlA the BrItIsh 
territories in India.' . 

.. I have. &c! 
(signed) , A. S. Le Messurier, 

Bombay, 21 Nov. 1837. ; Advocate-general • 

• 
MINUTE by the Right honourable the Governor, subs~ribed' to by the 

\ , Honourable Mr. Fl1rish. 

SIR CHARLES M.u.cOLM should be instructed agreeably .to the advocate .. 
genera!"s opinion. • ,-" . .' -

I must however, observe, though pot fof cOQlmumcatioo, that I do not concur 
in Mr • .J.e Messurier's concluding argqment. .., 

" Slavery". and a ~' trade in 51,aves," are ~wo very distinct thmgs, a?d t~e 
toleration WhlC~ (fo~ a season) the Charter,Act extends tQ the former,lmplJes 
110 sanction whatever of the latter. _. 

I believe we have already pre~sed on the Gover~ment of India the passing 
of an Act to authorize the.lei~ure of sl;l.ve-trading vessels on the high seas. 

2 December. (signed) R. G,'ont . 
• 

M:E;MORANDUM by the Political Secretary, dated 7 December. 

I RUPECTFUt.LY suggest, that copy of the further proceedmgs on this subject 
be forwarded to the Government of India for consideratlOn. '. (signed), J. P. Wdloughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

; I ( , 

From J. P. Walloughhy, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to tile 
Superjntendent of the Indidn Navy, dated 8 December 1837. 

Sk. , 
IN reply to your letter s>( the 80th of September last with its enclosure, 

soliciting information as tq how the commander of a Company's vessel 
of war should aet on falling on with ships undet; English colours" which 
may have slaves on board, r am directed by the RIght honourable the 
Governor in Council to transmit to you the accompanymg copy of a com
municatlOn from the advocate-general, dated~tlle ~lst ultimo, submitting his 
sentiments on the subject, and to request that you wIll be pleased to forth
with issue instructions In conformity with the opinion ~ e:tpressed by that 
officer. ' \ 

I have, &c. . , (signed) J. P. Willoughby, 
Secretary ,to Government. Bombay Castle, 8 Dec .. lS37. 

C I " 1 
, I • (TrDe extra~t'., 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 
, ,_ Secretary to Goyerm~ent. 

OJ 

To, j. P. JPilloughhy, 'Es'l': S'ecretary to ale G~ver~~ent of' Bomb.ag. 
( 

NO·7· 
nOMRA 'Y. 

No. IS. 

~D. \lO, 

Sir, ~... ~ ~ ... ~ \ , 
THE Hondurj1ble the President' in Council ,having o~erved in the duplicate Pulitical.Depart: 

copy of a co~munication made to' the Governor-general,. under d~te the Q6th ment. 
1Ilbmo, INo. ~1,!~.' that three slave boy~ taken from ships sailing under' Bnti,Sh ," 
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colours, were made over to Mahomeda.n famihes, 1;in~r an engagement >'that 
they should be provided with clothingf I am directed to request information aa 
to the natur~ of tl~ese e?~agem;nts. The. draft of ~ct for~ar~ from B?lllbIlY. 
connected WIth: thls'subJect, bemg now under conslderatIon 1U the Legtslative 
CORneil, it appears to .. be of impo"rtance that the Government should, be 
inforoled o~ the means of providll1g fo.r persolls J'edie~d, fr~m: slavery that 
may be available, andth~ manner ofu~l.ng the~." .• " ' .. 

2. The President in Council particularly desir~s to know whether there is 
any fixed linut to the period, of the apprenticeship ~n which these boys have been 
bound, and what means have· been. taken to seCllJ'e their freedom after Its 
expiration; or llhen the boys ma.y COInE; of age. ' .. 

, l have~ &c. . 
(signed) H. 1:. Prinsep, 

Fort W:~IUa.m, l241 J.an., 1838. St>cretary,to Government of India. 

" • J k ! j a 

(No. 383.) 

To the Secretary to the Gove~nm.ept o~ l'}jia, For£IYilliam .. 

Sir, . , . 
Political Depart. I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow-
ment. ledge the receipt of your let.ter dated the 24th uIt., requesting information as to 

the nature of the engagement under which the three slave boys taken out of the 
ships Francis 'Varden and Putteh Kurreem, sailing under BritIsh colours, were 
made 'Over to Mllhomedan famIlies, and to transmit to you, for th~ purpose- of 
bemg laid before the Honourable the Pr~~ident ih 'CouncIl. copies of the 
agleements entered mto by the parties to whose charge the boys in question 
were ma.de over. 

I ha.ve, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 28 Feb. 1838. 
(s~gn.~,d> J. P. Willoughhy, 

Secretary to Govern~ent. 

c • \ 

I, Fuzhyduo Bhaee Meeya, do hereby agree to protect. feed, and clothe 
Sengaor, and employ him as a domestic servant. and also agree to assign him 
SUItable wages for his trouble and labour., Bombay, 4th day of July 1837. 

(signed) Fu:heder Blw,ee lIfeeya. 

It Hyder Ally Cassimjee, do hereby agree to protect, feed. ani! clothe Salim 
and Kamiss, and emp~oy them as. dqmestic serva.nt$~_ and also agree to assign 
them suitable wages for their ~rouble and labour. Bombay, 8th July 18i37. > 

{signed) Hyder .Ally Cassimjee. 

(True copies). <,' 
(signed) 'J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

ORDERE1t, That copies 6fthe foregoing correspondence with the Secretary ~() 
the Government of Bombay be transqJitted tp the -Leo-islative Department, 10 
contm:uatioll of the e.J.h·act froni thls department, dated: ~~d Qt'November last. 

CA-true ~xtract). 

.: , .. ,') . (signed) . " 11. v:, Bayley,' ,~ ... , 
Officiating Deputy Secretary 'to GoV'enunent of India~ I 

¥ ... .. • ....... .. . . " 
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, {No. 140}. ' I ' 

:From R. D. Mangles, Esq., Officiating Secretary to'the Government pf India, 
to J. C C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the.IndJan Law Commission, dated 
the ~3d Apl'11 1838. 

Sir, 

NO·7· 
BOIl1BA\' 

No.u. 

IN contmuation of my letter of the 11th December last, No. 471, td the Legislative De
address of Mr. Grant, and as it appears from entry No.2, in paragraph 6 of partment. 
Mr. Officiating Secretary Grant'll I~tter of the 3Qtb ultimo, that a report upon 
the subject is under preparation by the Indian Law Commissioners, 1 am 
duected by the Honourable the PresIdent in CounClI to forward to you, for 
the consideratiot;l of the Commissioners, the accompanying copy of an extract 
Political Department. dated the 28th ultimo, containing correspondence with 
the Governmpnt of J3ombay, "relative to three slave boys taken out· of twa 
vessels at Judda under Enghsh colours. e • 

I have, &c. 
(sign~d) H. n: J-langles, . 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of 'n dia. 
Council Chamber, 23 Apfl~ l838~ 

EX'1'RACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Honourable the President of the Col1ncil 
of India in Councll, In the Legislative Department, under date the 3d Sep-

, tember 1838.. ' < 

MINUT.B by the Honourable A. Amos, Esq., dated 

THE princIpal points to be considered are, whether the 43d section of the 
Act 'comprehends all' the persons y,'hom it IS deslrable to entrust with the 
seizure of slave 'ships at Bombay;> and wheth~r there IS any inconvenience in 
extending the list as 'in the proposed Act? and' \\hether there IS any ambiguity 
in the designation of the persons to whom the power of seizure is extended by 
the proposed Act? 

(signed) A. Amos. 

, e 7 

Fort Willzam, Legislative Department, the 4th June 1838. 

bRAFT OF ACT. 

Resolution. 

READ the English statute 5 Geo. 4, c. 113. Resolved, that for the better 
executIOn of the penal prOVIsions of the said English statute for the abohtion of 
the slave trade, It is requisite to make some new proviSIons respecting the 
per~ons authorized to carry the said statute into execution, by making seizures 
and otherwise within the limits of the Honourable East India Company's charter. 
Resolved, that for. such purpose the· following Act be pu1>lished, as nearly as 
possible in ,the terms of the said statute. . , 
, 1. It is. hereby enacted, That all ships, .\Tesse1s, boats, slaves, or [ersons 
treated. dealt with, carried, kept, or detamed as slaves, and all goods an effects 
that may become forfeited under the English. statute of 5 Geo. 4, c. 118, 
intituled, II An Act t~ amend and consolidate the Laws 1 elating to the abohtlOD 
of the Slave Trade," shall and may, within the limits ofthe East In(Ua Company's 
charter, be seIzed by any officer of customs in the service of the saId CompanYI 
or by the commanders or' officers of 'any of the ShIpS or vessels belonging to 
the said Company's Inaian navy; and, moreover" it shall and may be lawful 
for all governors of any of the tertitorIes, settlements, fOlts or factories in the 
East Indies belonging to or nnder the government ,of the said Company, and 
for all persons deputed and aut~onze~ by any d3Xq< govern?r, :to seize and 
• ~38. ' .,B B ~., . prosecute 

• < 

NO·9' 

No. 10. 
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rosecute all ships, vessels, boats, slaves,or persons <treated, de-ttlt with, carried, 
No. ,. ~ ~ept, or detained as slaves, and ~U goods and ea:ects what~oev~r that shall or-

B 0 1\1: BAt. rna become forfeited for any offence under the saId statute. ' '_ ' . 

No.n. 

. l. And it is hereby ~nacted, That all per~9na author~ed tQ make seizures 
under this Act shall. in m&.king ~nd prosecutl~lg SUGIJ, selz,ures" hav~ the like 

< benefit and protection as are given by the said statute of 1$ Geo. 4, to aU per: 
sons authorized to make seizures under. ,that statute. .! \ • , I' 

• ' " ' ,;., {signed) : \ R1 D.)J./angies, . 
. ' _, Officiating SeeY ~o Government 'of In.dia.: 

I ' f ~ ~ . ' 

J {No. 89S.)' , " •. n". , • , 

From R: D'-Mangles, "Esq. Officiating SecretarY to tl~~ Government of Jndia, 
to II". H. jJ;facnagnten, Esq. Secretary to the Governmen} of ,,,,dia with the 

, Governor-general; dated the 4th Ju~C1 ~888." (' , " 
Sir ' '" ' . 

LegislatIve De- I AM.' directed by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you, 
partment. to be laid before the' Right honourable the Governor-general of India, the 

accompanying papers in originaJ, as noted on the margin, together 
Extracts Political Department: with the- draft of a proposed Act for the v suppression of the trade 
cIatt'd the 2lId No\,. )8~7. • 1 . h ., . h' th l' 't f th E tId' C Extracts Pol. Department: m saves 10 t e terrltones Wit III e Iml S 0 e as n la om-
dated 28th March 1838. pany. . -' -

Mmute by the Hon. A. Amos, ~. HIS Honour in Council solicits' the sanction of the GQvernor-
'Esq, not dated. general to the Draft Act being published, for general information, 

and requests that if his Lordship !hould aEprove of, the' provisions of the 
proposed Act, his assent to its being lassed without any essential alteration 

Legislative. 

may at the same time be communicate. ' 
s. You will be pleased to return the original papers with the Draft of Act 

sent herewith, 'Vlth your reply. 
I have, &c. 

Fort WiViam, 4 June 1888. 

, r. (signed)' R:'D.'Monglca, 
Officiating Sec" to t~e Government of India. 

. " 
"$ i 

1 ... ) ) 
" . ,; , ; 

\ . 
From W. H. Macnagllten, Esq. Secretary to the Government 'of India with the 

Governor-general. 'tQ' T" H. Maddock~ 'Esq~j Officiating Secretart ta the 
Government of India; dated'tM,9tq August 1838... '~I " 

• ) ~ ~ J t ~ f '''' 

Sir, . . , -' 
I AM directed to acknowledge, the J"eceipt of Mr. Mangles' letter, No. 393, 

dated the 4th June last, !Submitting, for the Governor-general's sanction for 
publication, draft of a proposed Act for the sup~ression of the trade in slaves 
in the tel;ritories within t~e, limits of the East India, Conipany, together with 
corresponden~e on the,spbJect. 1, > 

2. In reply, 1 am. desired to state that the Governor-general would hesitate 
before he proceeds to legislate on this very difficult and delicate subject, and 
would wish to obtain further i)lforn'lation as to the necessity and expediency 
of the proposed provisions. " • 

3. TI~e p~rticular cases given by \ the Bomb3Y Government to show the 
lle~essity of any sllch. A~t, are exceedingly weak; and before legislating with 
a Vl~\V to the suppressIOn of the traffic in slaves, the Governor-general would, 
deSire to know whether such traffic is actua.lly carried on at the ports withill th~ 
Company's territories. The Bombay Government ·should, therefore, be re ... , 
quested to fuu~ish further partic?Ja.rs on this 'poin,t, ~nd ~~ stat~ ,aU the instances 
that ,may have o~c?rred of the discovery of suc.h. tra-tpc;. l' ,'1 t !, :: . 
• 4,. HIS Lordship apprehends, that the, Supl'eme Government ,cannot legisla.te 

eIther for the' ports ()f independent 'princes~ or for the biO'h seas; and, that it is . 
only rompetent to the Governor-general 'in Couucil to leO'islate for places 
within the Comp,any's 'territories; hut ori this point hiS 'Lord~hip would, wish a. , 
referen~e to be ~ade ~o the' advoc~fe-g~neral for his ()pil'lion·~. ,', , J ' ' • 

. :5. :Hl~ LordshIp thmks'~ that the Bombay Goverqment ~hOllld be requested 
1:, I, , ;~, • ~ 1<> ... ~ f t() 
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to state whether'the remedy would" in-their opinion, be efficacious, if the power 
proposed 1:0 be conferred were limited to seizures on shor,e before the slaves are 
shifted to the interior, and stIll more if it were £7xtended to 11arbours.' . " 

, ,.6. There is one point to which, nbeing'very important, his LordshIp would 
wish to attract the particular- attention of, his Honor in Council. The Act is 
designed to gual'd against traffic in slaves. but his Lordship 'apprehends that, 
as now worded, the Act might 'be construed to mean that an Arab captain 
bringing to a British 'port a ~omes~ic ~Iave" in ordinary attendance upon h~m, 
is hable to the penalty prescnbed 11l'toe 'proposed Act. Such a constructIOn 
should be guarded against if possible, though his Lordship is aware that dis
crimination may be difficult. 

7. His Honor in Council is requested, should, he see no objection,' to make 
,the references suO'gested in this letter, and to favour his Lordship With his senti
ments' on the proposed Ad, after the replies to'such references shall ,have be~tl 
received and considered~ , , 

8. The original docu!Dents which accbmpanied the letter no\\; acknowledged 
are, in the meantime, here'rith returned. 

I 1 havtl &e. , 
(signed} Wi 'R. Mucnagkten, ~ 
Secretary to. the Government of India 

, \ , .\ 

, 'Sirola, '9 .august 1838., , ' ,with the Governor-general. 
, l 

(No. 46.) 

EXTRACT from the PROClii~DINv5 qf 'th~ HonQurab\~ the President in, Council,. 
, , .' ~n th~, fohtieal, :pepa.rtme~tJ ,under d~te ,the 15th August 1838. ,I 

,.\ • " , , " ": : i '(Duplicate." , 
(No. 1348.) " \ , , , 

To,the,~cr,~t~~i i~ tll~"ll.lght, honourable the Governor-general of 
... In,d'f1l';i G,a,mpn ,I. i.. j, ... 

Sir - Bombay Castle, 1 i July 1838. 
l"AM: 'directed by th~ Right honQura.ble the Govf;!rnor in Council to transmit, 

J • 
, NO·7· 

n'OMBAY. 

No. 13. 

1'01. Dept. 
to you, for submission to the Right 
honoprilble the Governor-get,leral of 
India., copy ot: the con'espondencE1 
noted fn the ~ margin., regardi~g the 
sla.ve trade carried on at the ports in 
the Persian Gul£ 

1. From the Offici~hng Reslde'tt, Per,slan Gulf, dated 24th Sept 
,S31.'w(tb Enclosure. ' , 

, ~. 'Reply, to, ~ated 9th Dec. 183'1. I 

3. 'f'r'¥n the OffiCiatipg ,Resident, P~\~lan, Gulf, dated Jqth Jan. 
t 838• ", 

l. " 
~I have. &c. I 

4. Reply to, dated 6th March 1838. 
5'JFrom thl1 ActlDg ASSistant In Charge, Resident, PerSian Gull, 

ldate 28th February; wltl1 Enclosure. 
6. ,To" the' OlficlatUlg l~esldentr PersIan Gulf, dated 16th April 

1838• '" , 
7· ~From the Officiating ReSident. Persian Gulf, dated 28th April 

1838, 'WIth Enclosure. '" 
( (signed) L., R. Reid. , 
I 'Acting ChiefSecy to G·o~elnment. 
. 
" 

' ..... 

.8. Reply\o,'dated l,lth July t838. ' 
~ J '1 I l' 

, . 
! • 

From the Officiatmg. Resident ,in the'~ersiatt Gulf, ,to }ne P'cilitlcal ~ecreta'ry .to 
, , • h' Govetnment, Bumhay; 'dated ~4 September 1837. 

SIr, ~ .. 0( I, Ii'... #' i ~ ~ I rL ~ I 

"ENCLOSED I have tIle 'ho~our to :forward, for the 'informati~n 'or the Ri~ht 
~on'o~rable the Governor in C.ouncil, the copy of it statement made to m~ by an 
mdwldual named .Abdullah B,u~ I~~z (wh~ ptofesse~, 'to pEl. a per~Qn. of some' 
rank, from the African coast); tegaramg the alleged outrageous proceedings of the 
-Cl'ews ,of some Joasmee. boatS'; in having carl'led off froul BurbuI.rah 233 gills 

• under the pretence of marriage. ana subsequentty'disposina. of.them as'slaves 
-npOIl' the, return; of. theit vessels to 'the Gul£ ! \' .. 0 • 

, ~d. Upon recel~ing that ~ecIar~tion, ,I sent for Mahomd. Bi~' I \V~uz , -the 
ag~nt of', Sheik Sulta!1 Bin SUggUl;I' and ~aving brought to hIS notice the ~mth 
a~t~cle'pf OUt treaty WIth the paclficated Arabs, mquired whetqel' he' could afford: 

238. > • B B 3 ,', 'Z> any 
J.. ~ -t • ~ 

NO.1. 
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any explanaiion 01.1 the sUbjeC~',of Shei~ Abdull~h's complaint. ,. II'!- reply, he 
denounced the whole statement, both WJth l'eference to the abductIOn of the 
0'1r18 and the robbery of the complainant on his voyage to Rasel Khymah. as 
~n unqualIfied falsehood; He said he did {lOt: deny the f:1c~t, of slaves .,having 
been bro\.lO'ht up from the coast of Barburah, but he declared that they have 
been reguLu!y purchased ftom two tribes in the neighbourhood at war WItll 
each other whQ were in the habit of selling aU the prisoners that fell into their 
hands. H;' concluded by saying that Abdullah Bin Iwuz was an impostor, with
(Jut any letters or credentials; and that had ~heik Sultan been willing to male 
bim a small present, he would ha!e taken his ~eparblle back to Mustat a.nd 
said nothmg further upon the subJect. He (the agent) wa~. however, quite, 
SUle, that if the. complainant's sta~ement could be pr?ved to be fo~nded ()JI fact, 
that his,superior, the, JoaslUee chIef, would do anythmg that was Just. , 

3d. Although 1 do not think that the subjects and dependents of the Sheik, 
of Rasel Khymah are likely to be very scrupulous as to the means by which 
they oLtain their slaves, still t~e statement 'Of Abd,:,lla~ Bin I wuz appears to me 
in some respects exceedIngly Improbable. 1 am mclmed to suspect that the 
unfortunate indlviduals ,mentioned in the first paragraph were' made prisoners 
by one of the bellige'ren.t tribes before adverted to, and actually sold by the 
"lctors to ,the Joasmees; and that Abdoollah Bin I wuz, being in some way con
nected with the defeated party, had been instructed by the fnends of the captIves 
to obtain if possible their hberation from bondage. This, howeverJ is mere con
JectUl e; but upon receipt of replies to the communications I have addressed to 
the agents at Sharjah and Muscat, I tntst that the real facts of this Case may 
eventually be elIcited. In the meanwhile, r have informed Abdoollah Bin Iwuz 
that Ins statement would be laid before the Government, and that in the event 
the robbery alleged to have been committed by the crew 'of the boat wlVch 
conveyed him from Muscat bemg satisfactonly traced. to any of the subjects of 
SheIk Sultan Bm Suggur, steps would be take~ to obtain either the restitution of 
his property, or the payment of its value. 

I have, &e. , 
(signed) 8. Henneli, . . 

Officiatmg Resident in.the Pel sian Gulf. 

<: - • 

STATEMENT of Sheikh AbdooYalt Ezn'I~u~, calling himself a Native of the Coast 
of Burbura~ made to, the Officiating Resident in the Persian av,!h ~3d 
September 18$7. 

THAT about four months ago, while he ~as on a visit to Muscat for. the 
arrangement of lIome commercial affairs between his people and the Imam's 
subjects,. he received letters from Burburrah, complaimng that the Joasmees had 
can led off from that place 283 unmarried girls" and havmg brought them up the 
Gulf; had there disposed of them as slaves. These communications furtherdirected 
him to proceed to Rasel Khymah, and- in the event of Sheikh Sultan Bin Suggur 
not liberating the captives, he was to go on to Bushire and lay the whole of the 
circumstances before the resident. That, in pursuance of these instructions, 
he had embarked on a Taah boat, with °a crew of seven meri, commanded by a 
man named Khum.ees, said to be bound for Rasal Khymah. In the course of 
t!le yoyage ~uestlons w.ere put to him as ,to his, objects in visiting the Joasmees 
SheIkh, wluch he was Imprudent enough to detail at length. The consequence 
was, th!lt the crew at first proposed to put him to death; but, at the reco~
mendatlOn of the nakoda, they contented themselves with stripping him {)f biS 

property and letters, and then puttinO' him on shore in the neighbourhood of 
Ras Jlbbul. The articles taken from him consisted of those mentlOn~d ill the 

l\llutcbJock, sWOld
t
, margin. The deponent contmued his statement by saymO' that having pro-

l agger, one IHsto , d L' h h 0' ~ h 
and a basket of Cure a pass.age to mga. e pi oceeded over from that port tq Rasel Kbyroa • 
c:)othe~. , an~ made h1S complaint to- Sheikh Sultan Hin Suggur, who told pim to ~av~ 

" " P?tlence arId be would afford him ledressot In the, meanwhile, two mdl-
- " vl~uals, ,belonging to Rasel Khymah and Shargah, sliipped off the greater part' 

, of t~e gulg, who h~d been 1<idnapped on' board a bugla and bateel, and sent theI!l. 
, to howcet, Bushu'e, and .Bussorah, for sale. On this being reported to theIr 

, , r '. • " chief. 
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chief, 'he immediately ordered a list t<,) 'be m~de out of the individuals in whose 
possession these unfortunate persons had been, and under the pretence of atfot"d
iog compensation for the irregular conduct of his people, he made them pay 
hInI .a fine of 10 dollars upon each slave, which he said was to he given to tbe 
complainant. This money, bO'Yever, ha.d no sooner been collected than th~ 
SheIkh offered the complainant 200 "Crowns to say nothmg further on the sub
ject, which offer was refused. The deponent further states, that not the slightest 
attention was paId to bis complaint, regarding the treatm~nt he had experIenced 
from the people of the boat, by the J Oasmee cllJ(~!f. At last, finding he could get 
no redress from Sheikh Sultan, he proceeded on fo Shurga, and laId hIS' cas~ 
before Moolah Hossem, the agent there, who promi!>ed to write to the resident 
upon the subject. 

Upon a <;ross-examination, the deponent af once acknowledge~ that the 
Joaslllees had not carried off the gIrls from 13urburrah by force, but, that 
having persuaded them to tome on board under a promise' of makmg them 
their wives, they had on their arrival on the Gulf disposed of them as slans. 
The deponent further stated, that the Joasmees had bribed a native of Bur
heah, named Muttee, to write a letter to SheIkh Sultan Bin Suggur, to the 
.effect that the girls carned away were all regularly purchased; but that Vlhen 
the inhabitants of the place found O4t how they had been deceived, and theIr 
relations made 'slaves, this person was immediately put to death by them for 
his treachery. The deponent concluded his statement by requesting that the 
resident would take measures foJ;' obtaining the lIberatIon of the mdividuals 
who had been carried away from the.11' native country in this treacherous and 
shameful manner. 

(Tru.e cOP,f of Statement.) 

(signed) S. Hennel!, 
Offidating Resident in the P@ft.lan Gulf. 

Residency in the Persian Gulf. 
Bushire, 24 Sept. 1837. 

(No. 2303 o~ 1837.) 

To Captain S. Hennell • .Acting Resldent, Bushi,.e. 
Sir, 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 24th September last (No. 84). with 
enclosure, regarding the abduction of a number of girls from t.he coast of 
Burburrab. by the Joasmees, and of their having been sold as slaves, t .am 
directed to acquaint you that the Right honourable the Governor in CounCIl 
will await your'further report on the subject. In the meantime; however, the 
Gover,nor in Council requests that you will favour Government with your 
opimon as to the praCtlcablhty or otherwise of inducmg his Highness the Imam. 
of Muscat, and the Arab chlefs in the Gulf, to 'flrohlbit the traffic 10 slave$ 
alto~ether. 

Bombay Castle, 9 Dece!fiber 1831. 

, I have~ &c. 
(signed) J. P.IPilloughby, 

SecretasJ to Government 

, r 

To J. p~ Willoughby, Es~, Secretary to Government in the Pohtical 
, '. c • Department. ' -

NO.7. 
no M BAY. 

No:..S. 

. ~r,,' ' . ,<, , " • 1O.January 1838. 
,1 H.\ Vg the honpul' t~ ackllOw,ledge the receipt of your letter . {No. ~303). in Pollucal 'Depart .. 

this ltiepartment. under date the'9th ultlmo. upon the subject {)f the alleged mcn!:, , 
aJ.x:luct,lon p£ It> oJl.lll?er' of girlsJ'rom th7 co.asts of, BurburraR, by the J oasmee$. .. 
(~ repOJ ~~ by roe 10 Do. former co~mUntCatlOn), and at. the' lame t~me oonveymg 

2~8: • ' ~B 4 .' ," the . 
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the desire of the Right honourable, the Governor· in Council that, I should 
submit my pprnion' as to th(l pracCicablhty or ~ther~ise ,of inducing his. Hicrh., 
ness th~ Imam, of Muscat, and. the .Arab chIefs, In .the Gulf, to ,prohlbit the' 
traffic in slaves altogether., { , ' : ~ 

!l~ In reply,,I have,the honour to repolt, for the information of the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council, that not having yet received any answers! 
to the inqui)-ies I djrected to be instituted by the agents at Shurgah and, 
Muscat; into the, truth 01'; falsehood of the allegations,made by Mahommed Bm. , 
IQwwuz (the professed ,Burburrah agent) regardmg the proceedings of the Joas.' 
mees o~ t;he Af.\'ican coast, it is ;not in my power at present to, afford, the, 
Gov'elnment satisfactory information upon the point., I trust, however, that 
upon niy arrival at Muscat, wh~n l·et_urning to Bushire, I shall he enabled to, 
make a fuIl,.repprt upon the subject. ',' .' 

, 3. With rete,rence_to the latter part of your communication"it is witt, mnch, 
diffidenclt I state, for the infor.p:\ation ,of the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council, that after much deliberate consideratioll of the question, I am reluc
tantlY,led to the conclusion tbato jn the :first place, it would be impracticable to, 
induce hIS Highne~s the Imautq. of Muscat~<and the Arab chief~ in the Gulf, to 
put an end to the traffic in slaves, without such, p.large pecuniary sacrifice being 
made on the part of t~e British GovernIDent, as would most' ]jkely be consi
dered altogether inexpedient; and ill the, second place,. that ;were such a sacri
fice'made, the humane and philanthropic objects of the Right honourable. the
Governor in. Couqc~l would ,stIll be defeated by further impediments. and diffi-. 
culties, for lNhich ~ fear)llo remedy could be found. 

4. Of ,t4e chiefs in /the P~rsian Gulf. with whom (unless as a matter of expe~ 
diency alone) we could assume to ourselves any right to interfere dVeclly in 
the questlOn of the ,slave ~r~de, th~ only ones ~are those who are members of 
the general tr,eaty negotiated .n 16£0, [by, Major-General Sir VI. G. Keir. 
namely, the ,foasmee, Benijas. and Uttoobee SheIks:: The ninth article in this
document ~eclares 1\ the carry~ng off (lit. plundering) of slaves,. men, womep, 
and ch].ldren,. from ,the coasts ,of Africa, or els~"'here,' and the transporting I 

(lit. embarking) them in vessels, is plunder and piracy, and ,the friendly Arabs 
shall do nothmg of this nature (lit. sh:dl not agree to this thing)." This decla
ration, however strongly the English tlanslation' I\lay appear expressed, was 
considered so ambiguous, that it ,was not acted upon by the Bdtish officer who. 
was a~pomte~ to, ~he ~uperintendence of oqr pobtical relations ,in the Gulf, 
shortlyaftet the treaty had been signed by the _respective chiefs before're
ferred to. Since that date. a period of 17 years bas passed, over without !he,\ 
question ,having been ,agi~ated" and thus, the several parties concerned have 
acquu:ed a S01,t of prellumptive right to consider that the ninth article was 
inSl'l ted sol~ly with the view of guarding against ,the forci~le carrying away, 
of individuals (or. the purpose of selling them as'slaves, and not meant to pro
hibit altogether a traffic which is )lot only in accordance with the letter and 
spirit of thei'r religion, but which~ long 'Continuanc~ and custom have rendered 
almost indispensable to their domestIc comtort. '.' " 

Q. ,Assuming, powever, that,the ninth article before referred to, bears the inter
pretation best suited 'to Qut views and pohcy, and. that our rlght to act upon 
it~ altbough allowed tc) be 1'0 long in abeyance, is nevertheless liable to be called 
into operation whenever we may consider it expedient to do so, still,.it must' 
be borne itt recollection, that even on the Arabian side of the Persian Gulf aloner 

neither hIS H~ghness the lmam. nor the chief of Sobar Katief, or Koweet, are 
partIes'to this u'eatj, and therefore their, consent to a total prohibition of the ' 
traffic; in our f~I1ow-qeatures could only be obtained, by means of negotiation, 
and the offer of such advaI,ltag~8 as would in their estimation compensate for 
the loss they sustained in the surrender of a practice, uniting both profit and 

f -commerce. I believe myself that a great proportion of the income of his" 
Highness the JmavIU is, drawn from thlS ,source; and 1 understand he has de"" 
<:lared, that in c;onsequence of rus having' allowed himself to enter into the
agreement WIth Captam Moresby, of the, Royal Navy, engaging to prohibit" 
the slave trade wit4,. European powers, within certain hmits, he bas sustained a -
d~minution in his ,l'evenues, to, the extent of 100,000 crowns, ~nd that 'be is 

. res.olute .in I his determination,' not to, afford :any further. concessions' upon this I 

'pQlDt~ ,But, even admitting tbat_ either through, our influence, or the payment· 
. Q(an attnual pecuniary compensation, the:parties alluded to 'consented to enter}", 
~ . • S iato • . ( 
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into an encracrement {o( the total .suppression of the slave' trade, 'I fear that 
the attain~e~lt of the humane objf>cts contemplate!! by the Government would' 
be still as distant as before. My t:ea'Son for entertaining this opinion is that the 
effect of the prohibition, if it could be enforced in the ports of the Arabian side 
of the Gulf, waulcl be to throW' the' "hole of thi§ nefarious traffic into the 
hands of the inhabitants of Bussorah, and Muhmurra (subjects of the Ottoman 
Porte), and those of Bushire, Congoon, Asello, and Slrgah, the principal sea-
our ports of Persia. It is unnecessary' to observe, in the present state of 
relations with both these governments, no interdiction of the traffic in ques· 
tion could be carried into effect unless under the express sanction of >their 
respectiv~ authonties. Taking, however, into consweration, that the sale and 
purchase of siaves is not,only permitted by the tenets of their faith, but that 
the discontinuance would greatly abridge what habit and custom have led 
their subjects to\.value as domestic· convenience, I ventUl'e to thmk that, for 
some orne at least, It is hopeles$, to look for such a sanction bemg afforded. In 
addition to- these impediments, I may also advert to the probabihty that were 
the inhabitants in the Gulf to relmquish the traffic at present carried on in 
slaves, the place of their vessels would be immediatelv occupied by those from 
the Red Sea, the coasts of, Mekran, Scinde~ &c. lt inayat the same ttme be 
reasonably anticipated that even those powers whose consent to our views 
may be exacted 01' purchased. ;WIll. exhibit httle more than a nommal adherence 
to their engagements, unless compelled to do so by our own maritime force. 
This. however. would involve the necessity of greatly augmenting the number 
of vessels of war employed in those seas. and in aU probabllity be attended 
with "he constant risk. of entanglmg us in disputes wIth the local governments 
dependent upon Persia, Turkey, and Egypt. 

NO·7. 
nOM SA Y. 

,.6. I cannot conclude my observations without advel ting to the opimons beld 
upon the subject by the late Captain M'Leod when leSldent in the Persian 
Gulf; and as these are in a great measure corroborative of my own VIews, 1 DOW 
respectfully submit an extract from a. despatch addressed by that officer to the 
Government, dated the 27th FebrualY 18<23. After alludmg to the wording of 
the ninth article of om' treaty With tha pacificated Alabs, CaptaJD McLeod 
continues as follows: "But in whatever sense the words of the tl eaty may be 
understood by either party,)1 am convinced that our utmost endeavours to 
abolish the slave Uade amongst the parties of the treaty WIll be ineffectual, as 
long as the other powers of, the G1l1f persist in it. We may, pel haps, put a 
stop to the carry.ng off of slaves, but their purchase and transport we can never 
prevent. The slaves will be disgUised and concealed in a thousand ways, so 
that, it will be impOSSIble for us to detect them; and I doubt whether more 
harm than good mlght not be done' to the cause of humamty by stopping boats 
and seal·ching thelD for slaves. J>ecause it,woutd in all c.lses occasion such dis
gust and offence, as would involve a great risk of a renewal of hostpities. 

" I do not beheve that any of the parties to the treaty do carry oft' slaves, 'The slaves are fre
all those- they possess being purchased at Mllscat and other places; but, at all quentlyfjbrough1t 

. ld b ci'ffi I h fc d h . I dIrect rom tIe events, It wou e I eu t, even In·t e ormer case, to etect t em; m t 1e Mrlcancoast. 
latter. next to impOSSIble ~ and, with all our efforts, We shall find It ilDprac- • 
ticable to put a stop to tl. traffic whIch is sanctioned by their' religion and by 
immemonal custom, unless 1t weI e relinquished by the common consent of the 
whole of the chiefs of the Gulf. 

" Convinced as I am 'of the inefficacy of this article of the treaty, which has 
not yet b~en acted upon, and of the dangers of, attempting to calfY It into 
effect, I am .compelled WIth' much reluctance to recommend. that it should not 
be enforced except in 'very glaring cases, or at least Its sense should be con- . 
sidered as confined. to the carrying off of slaves, and not including their pur-
chase or transport. ' 

" . 
.. It is gratIfying to humanity to know that fllaves are not only extremely well 'My own personal 

. treated and protecteli by their Arab masters, but that they even l!njoy a very observation fully 
considerable degree of power and influence. I remarked that they were every c:""~rms the state· 
where the stoutest and best fed men, and that they seemed, happy and com. men. 
fortable. \ 1 must not, however. omIt to mention an exception' WhlChl occttrred ' 
at Bahl'ein, whele . two slaves sought lefuge on board the Ternate" fl'om the 
cruelty, as they said. of the master .... '{hey werenot~ howevel', received; and we' 
had no means of ascertaining the merits of the case. l\Juch as it IS to be de- : 
sired that lhis howd. t,affic. should be .abandoned throughout, the world, we 

~38. - " c C ' must, 
• , , 
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must; 1 fea;,. confess that the cruel treatroen: of~,the ,slaves haa been, the 
reproach rather of European than of Eastern nations. 

I have" &c. 
(signed) So Henll;ll, 

Acting Resident in t11e Persian Gult: 

To the Resident, Persian Gulf. 

Sir, 
I .AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 19th ult., 

on the subject of the aUeged abduction of a number of girls from the coast of 
Barbara by the Joasmees, and stating your sentiments as to the practicability 
ofmducing bis HIghness the Imaum of Muscat, and the Arab chiefs in the Gulf, 
to prohibit the traffic in slaves altogether, and to communicate to you ,the fol. 
lowmg observations and instructions thereon. . 

2. Although the Government entertains little hope of putting an end to this 
execrable traffic in the Gulf, yet I am desired to request that you will, as far 
as may be in your power, oppose any case of enormity that falls within your 
notice, and that you will on all occasions express to the Arab chiefs the detes~ 
tation with which the British Government behold, in the slave trade, the un
offending inhabitants of any country forcibly taken from their homes, and 
separated for ever from their parents, connexions, and people, and carried off to 
be sold as slaves to strangers in a distant land. 

The Government will await '·your further report on the subject, aSltated in 
my letter of the 9th December last. 

I have~ &c. 

Bombay Castle, 6 M.arch 1838. 
(signed) J. P. Willoughhy, 

Secretary to Government. 

To J. P. TPilloughby, Esq. Secre~ary to Government. 

Residetlcy in t~e Persian Gulf, Bushire, 
PolItical' Depart- Sir, 28th February 1838. 
ment IN advertence tp Captain Hennell's letter, dated 21th Septem-
Refmring to former letter, sub- ber (No. 84 of 1837), in this deparlment, relative to a complamt by 
m1thng a complamt of the abduc-
tIOn bf a number of young females a person named Abdulla Bin Awaz, of a number of young womell 
from the Barbarah coast, and for- having been carried away from the coast of Barbarah by traders 
w~rdlDlg~ran8Iated extJacts of let~ to that quarter of the Joasmee tribe, and of his having been 
ters re ative to the same subject. robbed and maltr~ated himself whue proceeding to recover, if 

poss,ible, those unfOltunate individuals, I have the honour to 
forward, for the information of the Right hObOurable the Governor in Couneil, 

(1) (IJ) and (3) the accompanying translated extracts of letters from the Government agents 
at Muscat and Shargah. 

Abdulll\h Bin Awaz's accusa- 2. The accusation of Abdullah Bin Awaz is principally,ifnot entirely, 
bon agalDst the Joasmee& er- directed against the Joasmees, both all regards the abduction of the 
ToneOU5, or means have been young woman and the maltreatment of himself; but~ as far as has 
found of concealmg the truth. yet been. ascertained, that tribe either ha,Ppens to be inno~ent of the 

offences with which it is charged, or means have been found of concealing the 
truth from the Government agent. , . . 

EVlde'nce afforded of a traffic 8. From the documents now forwarded however, it would appear 
m )o~ng females from the eVIdent that a disgraceful traffic in young females, probably bot? by 
Barhara~ coasL to the ports In stealth and purchase, is carried on from the Barbarah coast, not only 
the J;>erslan Gulf. t th t . • f h J b . b 

f • 0 e erntorJes 0 t e oasmees ut every port of consequence to t e 
PerSIan Gulf. ll>, , • , 

The subjects of the Koweet 4. In Enclosure 3;et'idence is ~dduc;.ed of an act wbich, if its truth 
gulltyofanactwhichthenlbth could be satIsfactortly established, the Dlnth article oftbe treatywitb 
artIcie (If the treaty with the the pacificated Arabs would, I conceIve, warran! its bel'n!!' viewed and 
pacificated Arabs declares to L .... 
be plunder and piracy. tre~ted as an act of piracy; but the chief of Koweet, al?'ainst whose 

, subjects the info.rmatIon is furnished, is not a member of that treaty. 
5. I am Dot well a\\are of the state of those unfortunate creatures previous 

to 
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to their becoming the dllbjects of ihis nefarious traffic, bilt the result of some No_ 7. 
inquity inclines me to believe that the Sootnalees, from whom a great part of B 0 MBA Y. 
the supply seems to be drawn, arc '& free people, and cannot become slaves 
without violence; . consequently, those conveyed to the. Persian Gulf, must be Soomahes suppns
either J..idnapped or purchased while prisoners of war, a practice to which, even ad to ,be a free peo-
in the eyes of the generality of Mahomedans, a degree of moral turpItude pIe, ,nd not sub
attaches, which, If insisted on, would tend considerably to dimimsh the evil; JjC\!O become 
and I conceive that no means whIch can with propriety be used ought to be s av, • 

omitted of circumscribing, and. if possIble, abohshing Ii traffic in itself most 
offensive, and probably rendered doubly grievous from its proving an incentive 
to war and aU Its concomitant miserie~ , 

6~ No communication has'yet been addressed to any of the parties supposed 
to be 'Implicated, as the subject; appears to offer a. favourable opportumty for 
introducmg the question of abohshIng all traffic in slaves on the part of the 
Arab chiefs or those uMer their authority, as directed by Mr. Chief Secretary 
Wathen's letter of the 50th October last. . 

I have, &e. 
(signed) To ;Mackenzie, 

ActIng Assistant in charge of the Residency 
, in the Persian Gulf. 

, (1~) 
~ranslat~d EXTRACT of a LETTER from the Agent at Muscat to the Acting 
. A.ssistant in the charge of the Residency in, the PersiaN. Gulf, dated 1st 

Sbaban, ~r 30th Novemher 1837. 

RELATIVE to the acts of Joasmees, in the directIOn of Sowahib, on the coast of' 
Barbatah. I have made much inqwry. aDd I have heard that the Joasmees the 
past season brought some young gIrlS. Abyssinian and Soomalee~ but it. is 
reported that they purchased them with'money. I made mqUIries from some 
men from Lingah, and they said'that they did bring four or five young girls 
from Soomal. On the ~6th, ltajib a Bagarah, from 'Shargah, arrived. on board 
of whIch were some friends, of whom I made inquiry; they replied 
that they did bring some of those young girls to Shargah, Rasilkhymah, and 

'" Ajman, but that they purchased them. Also the sons of Ali 13m Alek went as 
passengers in tlle bugla of SalIm al Aweed .. and there ar~ WIth them four or 
jive young gIrls from Soomal, but they 'did not sell them on the Oman ,coast; 
they proceeded to Busrab, there to dispose of them. The baul of Ben Faraj 
was also in their fleet. So far as I have been able to learn. this affa.ir is not Ull

founded, but is not true to the extent stated of 233 young girls. appar~ntly only 
ilO or 80. , 

(True extract.) 
(signed) T. MackenZIe, 

Acting Assistant in charge, &c. 

t I 

(2.) ! 
• I • 

Translated EXTRACT of a LETTER from th~ Agent at Sargah to the Acting 
Assistant in charge of the Residency in th? Perszan Gulf, dated 13th Rama
zan~ 'or 12th December 1837.' 

, I 

STATES, that during the last three month~/he has been endeavouring to procure 
information relative to the circumstance complained of by the person £I'om 
Barbarah (Abdulla Bin Awaz,) bUt th t as yet he has not been able to 
learn anything of the matter; that he i not aware of anyone of the name 
of Khamis, a subject of Sultan Bin Su gur, who. trades in the directIOn of 
l\1uscat; that there is. a person named S lmeen Bin Khamls, but that he IS not' 

A favourable op
portumty thought 
to offer for Intro
ducIDg the subject 
of the abolitIOn of 
the slave trade. 

a Inan who would be guilty of 8ufh an a t (plundering Abdulla Bm Awaz, as <\ 

stated by himself); expresses his surprise that such a statement should have· 
< been made by Abdulla Bin Awaz, at Bushire, as he (agent). was atARasulkhy-

238. ' ' , , C C 2 mah " 
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mah at the time of his arrival there, and invited him to make known hill, 
complaints, but ,that he mad~ no, JI1en~on ff the. trel\tple!lt~ ~ had been sub .. 
jected to by Khamis, only stating that. durJDg the last three year~ th~ 8~bjects 
of Sultan Bin Suggur, and others b~slde·from Batarah, . &c. hav~ been H1 the 
habit of tradin cr in the direction of' Barbarah~ and 'steahng'women,'undet the 
pretence of ma~riage, and conveying thenl to their own 'c~>untry fot sale; that 
it lis, true they are 'brought from that quarter for'sale at Bussorah,· coast of the 
province of Fars~ &c.,.'b1!t th,at 'those ~h,?,I~o b;ing'them as~ert' that they are 
all A by~sinians; that It IS dlfficu!t t~ dlstingUlsJl' between the two, as, the 
colour of' 'tM Abyssiniari and S60malls the Same; that 'Women are purchased 
at Barbarah, which countri is not 'ike other countries, having forts, doorS', &e.; 
the chiefs of that quarter 'also, do not have custom-houses, &(!., nor know what 
may be imported or exported. About half a fur sakh intervenes between their 
places, (towns1' and most of th"em are thieves and mischief-makers. When 
traders 'Visit tbat qqarJ;el' they arrive at night, , ,and. land their goods ,at night,. 
so that no one' knows what is brought by them; when they leave, in hke 
manner they take their departure at night, and no one knows what they 
carry along with them. It is"-stated-lnat two' women from Bal'barah are now 
in Shargah, and, the remainder have been sent, to Koit and Dussorah. 

" ;. ,I (: (True extract.) , , • 
(signed) 'T. Machenzlc, 

Acting A~sistant in charg~, &c. 
"C i. It ... . ' . f ~ L , J 

. (3.) " l 

Translated EXTRA~T of a' LE',r'rER (rom the Agent at Muscat to the Acting 
Assistant in cbarge of the Residency Tin ~he'Pc':'sian Gulf, dated ~8th Showal, 
or ~5th 1,anuaty ~83.8. " ,' .. ' '',',: I '", T":' ' " 

RU'&:'l'Ivt,to Abdoollab Bin Awaz, Soomal~. be arnved on board ofa Bharhun 
bugla on the £Otll instant. He walted on me, and reported,the jnciden~s that 
had befall,en him.. He came 1'\' second time, and ~tated that some of the young 
wo~en he j~ in :search, o~ )Vere in, ;M:usca~. a~~' requ~sted r~rmission to go and 
find ·them, whlcb. I, grapteq l~lm.\ I",. the ,course pf a couple of days he 
leturned. and said that he had dlscoyered one of tb~ young women. I desired 
him to bring her, that Jmigh\t make lnqulfY relative to the aff.1ir; which being 
done, slle ,s.tated tlia!;.,sne was, 1\' SoomaUe,. and ,that she was from Barbarah; 
that one of the people of S~or, ,called Ailey;Bi9 Seyed 13in Isa, stole her; that 
'hel wac? the navigatOl: on :~oard_a ,v,es~el beIQngin'g to. Koweet, commanded by an 
,Abyssinian caUed ~1ahaboob, who gave thelll permission to seize whomsoever 
they CQuld

J
' that she' wlt& seven otb'el's ~'e~~ c~ried 'away, and conveyed, first 

to Soor.an af~erward~ to Muscat; tha~ she was takel\ to ,the sons of· Bin Isa 
aild Amber Thabh,. whQ" cllscoverr:d that she was a Soomalie, and did not want 
her; afterwar~sl' that she was kep~ for sarne time' at ,Sidab I(place near Muscat); 
:that ~otfler 18 ;m p~~sessiJoQ of ,4,nmed B~n' S.euf Bin Hansel, of ¥uttra, and is 
mamed to one of hiS ~ervaqt,s t\ .and a thIrd ll\ the hands of the sister of Jawil, 
in Muttra, who has been. seen'by ;Abul N lbbie BeIoochie; where the remainder 
are sh~ docl\ not knQ~. ',.Abdujl~h' ~ln\ ~\~ai having made inquiry regarding 
,the on~,who wa~ 'Yith the sistc11of,Jawie; was informet{ that she had been sold; 
the one 10 the hands of Ahmed 'Bin Seif still remains with bim. I recommended 
Abdualla Blp Awaz to remain iii.. Muscat until tb~ arrival of the resident; but 
,he said thaUhe season, wouid, be' "vel', nnd' ,that 'betwe~~ him and "'Captain 
Hennen ,there Wfl$ an ~gr~ement'l I myself made inquiry of people, fmm Koit, 
npd they stated t,hat ~hf1t,hoat wa¥ \he pI'pp,erty ofY:acoob ,Bm Ghanum, Koitee, 
and that she ~as cOlllmand~d by \hlS ~l~ve. Of tl;lOse eight yOUOCl' warneD, foul' 
uere sold between Soor and ~oobar, and' the remaillin~' foul' ~went to Koit, 
where they (the crew ~~ "the bugla) 5v~r6 'q~e~tiohe4' abo~ the 'atf.lir,' ,and, they 
~epl~ed~battheyha4pu~!.!hased,t~;,n.":~tn:!no~eY~I'" .r... r' :' ',:, , , 

,t " ~ ,~¥~)~"trac~.) " __ '" _ :,' j, '/ • 

, .,,' '" ,(sIgned), T. Mackenzie, , , ,' .. : 
. ,1 " , ',' ::: .', ,".A,ctirig Assi&taqt in ,ch'arp;e, &c. I 

( , J 1 • J ,. w. " )' ..... ~ \ f 

j , ';flflH~ CPples.) , , .',' "J j , 

, " {signed), "'I,J,'.1J,fadenz,ie, • ,. , :,,:" ',', , 
Actr Assistt in charge: of the Resid! in the Persian Gulf .. 
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"I j <;, , 10 the'Officiating Resident iIi the PersianiGuif.' '" , 'J 

, S." I J' , ,J _, ' "1} ') r _ / ,.f 1 "., + ~, } , 

~rJ' '! I • '/ 'I' 
, J AM dire'ct~c( tq ackn'owle~ge the 'receipt o(Mr;Mackenzie'~,letter ~~ted the' 

!l8th February la~t" IQQ the s\lbject of ~h~ slave tra~e' carried on at the por~s in' 
the P.ersian Gulf, and, to inform you, that th Righ~ honouiabl~ th~ q~vernor "in' 
(;quDcil very much fears that little, Cftll b~, done. \~ ,effect the su'ppr~ss~~m of tois, 
nefarious traffic, but that as long j\~ a.: hope remalll~.Govern1l;lentar~un.wiJIing. 
to abandon jt; J'ou are theref9r~ 1equeste!i tQ ~uhmit yo~r 9pinion in 'detail on 
the,point~adv~rted to iQ the comml,lnica.tion now,llckqowledged. and at the same 
tim~ sugg~st any measures which JDlly occy~, ~o.yQU ~s 'H,ke)y to m~~jg1!t~ the evi~., 

1 , , , ,', _) II ,bave~ &c., , 
'I (signed) , J. 'P. Willoughby, 

Bombay C,stle, 16 April 1838.' ( " , . Secretary to Government. 
f ~ r l 

To J. P. lYillou/J:'lhy, EsqA)ecr~tary to Government of Bombay. 

Sir, 

NO.1 • 
BOMBAY. 
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WITH reference to my letters to_your address, under date the Q4th September Political Depart. 
1837, an,d 10th January 1838, both in this department, I have the honour to ment. 
Teport for the information of the Right honourable the Governor in Councd, that 
the l~forlllation whi<::h my ;nquines have elicited, dUling my recent VISIts to 
Muscat and th,e Arabil1n, c;oaet, touching the' ~ompfaint of a person \lamed' Ab. 
dooIIah Bm Iwaz, orthe abduct!on of a number of girls flOm the coast of Bar-
bara. all tends to cpnfirm the opinion expressed by 1\lr. Mackenzie in toe Qd, 3d, 
4th; and 5,th paragraphs ofbi~ despatch (No.6, PoilticatDepartment,) dated the 
28th February 1838.! , " . , 

!i. 'Although unable tq bring any positive Qr direct proott against the subjects 
'Of Shaik Sultah Bin Suggu~1 stIlI I am inclmed to c,?ncur in the general oj:nnioh 
entertained i'D the Gulf, that, instances of free persons oeing' kidnapped and 
brought away for sale from the toasf of Barbara, do sometimes occttr amot1g th~ 
Joasmees; 1 therefore considered it my (juty ~o introduce the subject 6n ~he occ~ .. 
'sion of the interview ~eld with their chief Qn the 17th instant. After touching 
generally upon 'the comp~aiqt preferred against 'his subjects I:)y Abdoollah Bin 
lwa't last year. 1 expressed, in the strongest possible tElrIns, the indignation fe~t 
by the Goverlltnent on learning itha~ such an'infan:i.oUS anli nefarious practice 
,had b~en cal'ried on; ,althougb so expressly forbidden by the ninth ;l.rticle ofthe 
'treaty subscribed by the independen~ Arabian' chieftains of t'le Gulf~, 'The 
shaik, after d. general denial of the accnsation, and affil'mibg 'that~ the subjects of 
his Highness, the Itnaum, and' those 'of J('oweet, wel'e the mdrvidoaIsptincipalIy 
concerned in this traffic, endeavoured to cbJ,lvince me that he was ful1y Impressed 
wit~ the wickedness and' enormity 'of sucn, prqceedings; and< went bn tq $ay. 
that to prevent the possibIlity ol.any of his peopl~ participatibg in' them;he had 
dispatched his confidential meerza to ZanzIbar for the purpose of entering into 
arrangements with his lJighness the Imatuxl of Muscat, to-'the effect that In fature 
no vesbels from the ,Toasmee ports should be permitted to viSIt the AfrIcim coast 
without carrying a 'special wntten' authority ~frQm himself; t'hat upon the arriv'al 
of buch vessels in any of the possessions of ~he Inlaum, his Highness, or his locum 
'tenens, should assign a 'fixed. place for the l'E'sidence 'of their crews duci~g ~hejr 
steLY; and further, 'that UPOQ theIr return 'to' the, Gulf, the' nak6da of each 
boat would' be lequired to produce a' UrItten' document'., under the' seal of his 
Highne!>s, certifying that his Clews' had conducted themselves with peace 'and 
qUlftness, and that none' of his people had, been gutlt~ 'of ,stealit1g' or surrep
titiously carrying away slaves, eithel' by fore!! or fraud. The shaik added, that 
to enforce these propositions, he had'offt:red the Imaum full authol'lty to punish 
to the utmost extent everyone, of hIs' subjects who luight be gUilty of their 
infraction. I replied, (, that this' proof of the !jlllcel ity of bis sentiments was 
-satisfactory; and as it ,as now'evident that we had both the same object In 
'\''lew,. he could have no objection' ,to. afford his consent to any further arrange-
~23S .. tlu ' l ,1 'C"C.13 .', !, :, ' ments 

, . 
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ments which might tend to put an end to the atrocious pract~ complained of; , 
1 therefore recommended that he should concede to our cruisers the right of 
searching and detaining his vessels upon the high seas, in all cases where their 
crews were open,tQ the suspicion of being eugaged in the kidnapping of slaves; 
and at the same time to admit the further right of seizing and confiscating them 
in case these suspicions proved to be well founded. Upon the shaik uDhasi
ratiDgiy expressing his acquiescence, I produced the agreement (of 'Which the 
accompanying is a copy) ; after making his moonshee read it aloud, he affixed 
his ~eal to two copies, one of which he retained himself, and the 'other is now 
depo~ited in the records of the residency. 

3. It will be oh&etved by the Right honourable the Governor in Council, that 
the document above referred tQ does not in the slightest degree bind the 
Government or pledge it to any specific line of policy with reference to the 
slave trade, while it is something ~ined towards a . check, and may at a future 
period form the basis of more general and comprehensIve negotiations for the 
suppression of this detestable traffic. . 

4'. In doing myself the .honour .to. intimate that a similar" agreement to the 
one above referred to has been signed by Shaik Ra~heed Bin Hummed, Shaik 
Mookhtoom Bin Butye, and Shaik Khull3, Fa Bin Shackbool, the chiefs ofEjman, 
Dabye, and ,Aboothabie, and expressing, a hope that the steps I have taken may 
be honoured by the approval of the Right honourable the Governor in Council, 

Residency in the Persian Gulf, 
Bushire, 28 April 1838. 

I have; &c. 
(signed), S. Hennelt, 

Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

ARTICLl'! or AGRE:li:MENT entered into by Shaik 'Sooltan Bin Suggur, dated 
Sllorgah, the ~~d Muhurreem, A.H. Ifl/j4, or 17th April, A.D. 18$8. 

IN the e,:ent of vessels connected WIth my ~orts, or belonging to my subjects, 
coming under the suspicion of being employed in the carr}ing off (literally, 
stealing) and embarkation of slaves. tIlen, women "or children, I, Sultan Bm 
Suggur, shaik of the Joasmee tribe, do pereby agree to their being detamed and 
searcned whenever and whetever they may be fallen'ih with on the seas by the 
cruisers of the British Go"emment; and further that, upon Its being ascertained 
that the crews have carried off (laterally, stolen) and embarked slaves, their 
vessels shall be liable to seizure and confiscatIOn by the aforesaid cruisers. 

Sealed (t.s., 
by Sooltan Bin Suggur. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) S. HenneY, 
Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf • . . 

To·the Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Sir, ,,' 
, I 

I!,-M directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the ~8th 
Apnl last (No. 15), with its enclosures, on the .subject of kidnapping slaves from 
the coast of Barbatra by the Joasmees, and to inform, you that, the Right 
~onourable the Gove~nol' in Council highly approves of, y,our having entered 
mto an agreement wlth the chief of, the tribe for permittino- our crUIsers to 
search and detain his vessels upon the high seas in aU c~se.s ~hen their crews 
are open to the suspicion. of bemg engaged in the kidnappin~ of slaves, and to" 

,confis,cate such vessels in case such suspicions proved to be well founded. . 
. '2. ~he Gover~or in C?uncil instructs me to rettuest that you will still act. 
accordmg to the InstructIOns of Government conveyed to you in Mr. Secretary 

• I 'Willoughhy's . 
• 
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Willoughby's letter, dated the 16th of AprIl last, on the subject of the slave 
trade carried on at the ports in the Persian Gulf. 

I.have, &c. 
(signed) L. R. Reid, 

Actmg Chief Secretary to Government. 
Bombay Castle, 11 July 1838. 

(True copies.) 

(signed) L. R. Reid, 
Actmg Chief Secretary. 

ORD.tRtD, That a copy of the foregoing despatch from the. actin~ chief secre
tary to tbe Government of Bombay be transmItted to the Judicial Department 
of the Government of India" in order that it may be commumca.ted to the Law 
Commission, to whom the consideration of the <Juestion of slavel'y In India and 
the adjacent countrIes )tas been referred. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) H. V. Bayley, 
Assistant SecY to Government of India. 

(No. 48.) 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Honourable the President in' COUDcll, in 
the Political D~partment, under date tbe 22d August 1838 

To H. T. PritlSep. 'Esq. Officiating Secretary to Government, Political Depart-
ment, Fort William. 

Sir. 

NO·7· 
BOMBA Y, 

No. J4. 

I A1\,I deslfed by the Right honourable the Governor-general of India to forward Pohtlcal Depart
to you the accompanying copy of a letter and of its enclosures from the acting ment. 
chief secretary to Goverument at Bombay, dated the 30th ultimo, and to request 
that they may be laid before tbe Law,Commitlsion for consIderatIOn, when the 
subject of slavery generally shall occupy their attention. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. Torrens, 

Simla, 19 July 1838. 
Deputy Secretary to GQvernment of India 

with tbe Governor-general, 

(No. 1250.) 

To the Secretary with the Right honourable the Governor-general of India; 
. ~~ . 

Sir, , 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit political D~part 

to you, for the purpose of being laid before the Right honourable the Governor~ men~ 
general of India, copy of a despatch' from the political agent in Katteewar. .' I • 

dated the 1st of December last, regarding a girl of abollt seven years of age, sold 
to a chief of Katteewar, by her father, together with copy of a minute recorded 
by the Right honourable the Governor. dated the 2d instant, on the occasion, 
eonc\ured in by the civil members of Govetnment. 

" ,i , • I have, &c. 
:t " ,(signed) L. R' Reid, 

, ',Acting Chief Secretary to Government., , 
"Bombay 'Castle, 30 June 1.838: . '. 

1 +-' 238.. C c 4 . . 
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~No. 437 of 183~.)· ~ _, 

To J. P. IVillough'hy, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay. 
, ~ 

~ ~ 
I HA VE tb~ honour to report, for the information of the Right honourable the 

Governor in Council, that on the 15th July last a man named Soora Bheema, 
serving as a puggee with Captain Bury, superintendent of his Highness the 
Guicowar's contingent of horse, in this province, applied to me for the restoration 
of a girl of about seven years of age, stated by him to be then in the possession of 
Jareja Doongajee, tbe chief of Khel'usera, to whom it appeared she had been 
sold by his nephew, a discharged horse-keeper of the lst Regiment Light Cavalry 
of this presidency. • 

2. The statement of the applicant is briefly as follows, and a copy of his 
deposition is here'\\ith annexed:-Some time in 1834, his nephew, a widower, with 
a female child of about four years of age to support, was discharged from his 
situation as a horse-keeper of the cavalry then at this station. He knows 
nothing of the fate of the father, bnt the l daughter he has just discovered in the 
person of a slave girl of the Kheerusra .chief. . • 

3. Jareja Doongurjee admits, according to 'the 'deposition given on his part 
by Jar~ia Jateejee, one o£ his bhyad, .copy of which is also annexed, that a girl 
of about four years of -age, having been offered in Rajcote by her father, about 
two years prior to t)le date of his statement, to any person who wonld promise to 
take care of her, he, unwilling to' accept the child without some .remuneption to 
the parent, paid the su~ of, 70 korees for her, intending to make a prese11't of her 
to his daughter,on her marriage~day, agreeably to ,the cnstoms of all Rajpoots 
who ~an afford to purchase female slaves for such occasions. 

4. Taking into consideration, at this ,stage of my proceedings, that I had no. 
direct authority to interfere with the system of domestic ~lavery universally fos
tered by our tributaries in this province. though Goverm:llent had publicly declared 
by proclamation against, the importation of African slaves for the purpose ot 
traffic, I at first felt a good deal of hesitation in admitting the complaint of' Soora 
Bheema, as on~ on my part pl'Operly recognizable; but considering that this case 
was one fit to be: brought to ,the notice of, the Right honourable the Governor 
in Council, for the purpose of solicIting, the Honourable Board's instructions as 
to the expediency of discountenancing the baneful system of slavery, as far as we
could, I dIrected Jareja Doongurjee to produce the girl, and after having satis
fied myself that she was the identical child claimed by Soora Bheema, as his 
nephew's daughter, I gave her back to the Kheerusra chief, with the strictest
injunctions to treat her kindly;till I had obtained th~ orders of Government as to 
her future disposal. ' <, 

5. To place Government in possession ot infonnation requisite to enable the 
RIght honourable the GO'vernor'in Council to decide upon the expediency of 
in~erfering in this ~u~j€.ct, considered abstractedly from th~ right or the pro
prIety, I have endeavouTed to obtain a tolerably correct hst 9f the aggregate 
number of slaves, male and female, imported as well as local, in the province. 
A table, showing the result as accurately as has been practicable, is appended. 
showing the immense Ullmber of 5,338 in an average population of a million 
and a half of inhabitants. 

6- Although [ ha'-e discouraged the practice of buying and selling children as 
far as I could, with6ut direct interference, I am not inclined to recommend that 
the BritIsh Government should, in the present infant state of civilization of the 
community, comider itsel( bound to restore or set at liberty the child, without 
the purchase~money b€ing refnnded; a proclamation setting forth the feeling of 
the Government on the' subject, might bc att~nded with good effects, strongly 
~ecommendirig the chiefs and others to diecontinue the practice, as it wonld, even 
If not oht'yed for the present, serve to demonstrate the feelings of the BritislL 
Govel"D~ent on such a subject, and pave the way for more eflectual steps for its 
preventlOn at a future period, when they can Le taken in hand with'better pros} 
pects of success. • 

7 .. A well devised plan for the ,arbitration of individu~ls, for the purpose of 
~llowlllg slaves to purchase their IQanumission. might be adopted without breaking 
In on the system at once; and should Government coincide with me as to the prCh' 

> t' priet} 
, 
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priety of the British Government taking some notice of the subject, this will 
'probably be the best plan to pursue. • 

8. In a community like that existing in this province, the evils attendant on 
the degrading practice of slavery are felt in a very mitigated degree. The slaves 
are jJr the most part wen treated, in fact in all probabIlity better tllan servants, 
the masters and mistresses having an obvious interest in their welfare, and the
contrast between the condition of a slave and a freeman in this uncivilized com
munity is of a very different degree from that in other parts of the wQrld, where 
the inest.ima~le benefits of hberty are so deeply and justly prized. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) James Ersltil~e, Political Agent 

) 

Kattewar, Political Agent's Office, . 
Camp Siml'ee, 1 Dec. 1837. 

No.1. 

Rajcote, 15 JJlly.1837. 

NO·7· 
BOMBA.. Y. 

DEPOSITION of Puggee Seera Bkeema, of Hindod' Kolee caste, aged about 46 
years, inhabitant of the village ofK.allapua of the Cheewall Pursunna, now living 
in the camp of Rajcote, ; servant of Mr. Bury, taken ~n the presence of James 
Erskine, ,esq. political agent in Katteewar :-Abou,t three years ago my nephew, 
namedltavro, came with the 1st'Regiment Light Cavalry to this country; he had 
brought along .with him his wife and two daughters, one about 18 months old, 
and the other about four years of age; his wife died during the journey, and a 
short. time after the youngest girl also died; on his arrival at Rajcote. mr 
nephew then being empldyed as a saees >II<..in the :regiment, was bit by a horse in his 
thigh, which being broke, he was sent to a hospital. His elder daughter, named 
Wuktoo, remaining destitute, I do not know what happened, whether she was 
sold or what; several days after my nephew was discharged, and I knew not where 
he went away. I yesterday went WIth my master to Kheerusra, where I hap
pened to see' my nephew'S daughter in the durbar of the said village. I hope the 
surkar will have compassion, and cause the poor girl to be restored to me. 

,. Horse-keeper. 

No. ~. 
• I 

JAREJA JETTEEJEE, one of'the bhayads ot Klleerussra, being -sent by Jareja 
Doongurjee or Kheerussra, on his part deposes as follows, before J. Erskine, esq. 
political agent, Katteewar:-About two years, agd, a kQbe, named RamIo, was 
going about with a daughter of his, about four years 6f age, in the town of 
Rajcote, 'aJl,d said'that the girl's mother was dead, and if ,anybody would take 
her to cherish, he would give her to him, as he could not maintain her. 

The aforesaid Jareja-Doongurjee and I, then living in Rajcote, the kobe came to 
our quarters,. Jareja Kotbeejee of Rajcote and Jareja Samat Singgee of Mengnee 
then were sitting with us. They told DoonggurJee to take the gIrl, as he would 
require so'lne one in the marriage of his daughters, and if the gul lives she WIll 
'answer th~ purpose. Doongurjee said he would not keep heroin this way, but if 
the father would take a few korees in exchange for her,- he would take her WIth 
pleasure, upon which he paid 70 korees to the father and took her; he also took 
security from the father, tl1at if any disturbance took place in this case, the 
security would be responsible. Kobe Kalee and Kole Chundo.'of the villaO'e of 
Ratica of the Ket:USsra. Talocha, stood securi~y to that effect; these two an? now 
imprisoned in th~ gaol. We have also got a writing upon the subjElct. h 

Four or five days ago, Puggee Soora coming with the saheb, he said that the, 
girl was his nepnew~s daughter; we were ordered to hring the girl" and she is at 

': pre~~nt here; she is .. I1~W called Veerooree" ' _ ' ' > 

• , II 

(True translations.) 
I" 

• (slgned) James Erskinet Political Agent. 
DD 



CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE THAnE,. . 

'N°·1· ~ • No. 3. BOl\[BAY.i 

LIST OF SLAVES in Kattewar. 25th August • 

Native. 
. 

DomestlCl .' 
Total m the 

AfnelUll. of commonly called 
oJ 

Khenassa. J)Ultncts. 

~ 
ludla. ~ 

i TALOOKAS-
0 

i 
~ .. , i ~ ~ ... .. 

I .. ;i ~ ~ 
l:I I!! 

~ .;/ ~ ~ 
,Q 

~ \...: ! 
01 1 "3 ;.: 

~ ~ Ei ';; ~ ~ '" l' 
... ... ... t!> 

~ '"" 
... ... 0 0 0 

- - --- - - - -
TBALLA wen : 

1 Drangradra ~ - 3 6 9~ - .. 100 100 200 
2 Limree - - - 5 6 U ~ 

~ .. 100 100 200 
3 Wudwan - .. 5 7 12 .. - 300 200 600 
4 Choora - .. .. 2 3 6 8 - - 26 20 46 
6 Soyle - - - - I 1 ~ l' .' 2.') 26 50 , 

, 1 
6 Wimkaneer - - 10 12 22() - . 75 50 125 
'l Than Luetel' - , .. ! a 6 .. .. .. 60 60 100 Cl5 ... 1,220 . . 

lIAI.Ua: 

1 Newan~ggur - 60 50 110 

}j 
.. - 200 200 400 

~ RaJcote.. • 2 1 8 .. (0 25 6S • - .. 
3- Goondal .. .. 16 15, 80 .. - 250 260 600 
4 Uhurole ,.. .. -5' /} 10 .. .. 25 iii 60 153 - 1,016 

, 

M:UTCBOO PUNTA. : , 

1 Mmee,- , .- · 1,0 12 22 }~ - - 'If) 60 126 
2 Malba - 6 • 20 15 35 28 160 .. .. ~ 3 - .. -
I PUl'Chuuder .. .. Ii 15 30 Do. - .. 11'10 100 200 30 - 200 

Q-0BliU.WU: 

,1 Bhownuggur .. 60 60 110 0 
.. .. 500 500 1000 

2 Paleetana. - .. S 7' 15 - .. .. 50 60 100 
.1:: 

3 Lattee - - - l 8 12 ~ - . 25 15 40 276 - 2,596 
4, Walla· .. · .. - . . - 50 QO 100 139 - 1,240 

SAUllt1TT: 

1 Ironaghur - · 60 60 100 200 20'0 400 
2 Batwa - . .. 10 8 18 60 32 'i2 
3' Maugral1 .. .. " 8 15 18 12 25 . . .. 133 50' . 

MISCBI.UNBoua: .\ 
, 

,Ka.ttee~ Cbie~ &0.. 22&. 221.1 400 .. .. ... ... .. 450 

, J 
TOT" .. .. 998 607/3,83S t 5,338 . 

, 
(signed) James EraJeme, 

• Political Agent • 

,OROEkEn,. That a copy of the foregoing- despatch from the Deputy Secretary to 
Government of India with the Governor-general, be transmitted to the Judlcial 
Department of the Government of India, in continuation of the extract fronI thi~ 
department, dated the 10th instant (No-. 40). ' 

, 

(A true extract.) "~, 

(signed) 'lL ~~ Bayfey, 

.' Assistant Secretary to Government o.f Ind.ia. 
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(No. 661.) 

From T: H. lJfaddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to 'the Government or India, 
to J. P. W1lloughby, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated 
3 September 1838 

Sir, 

NO.7· 
BOMB'Ar. 

THE letter from the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated LegIslatlveDepart. 
30th October 1837, regarding traffic in slaves, the subject of which is continued ment. 
in your letter to the Secretary to the Governor-general of India, dated the 26th 
December 1837, and the enclosures of both letters, have heen under the consi-
deration of the Honourable the President in Council, to whom the sentiments of 
the Right honourable the Governor on the subject of these references have also 
been communicated, and I am directed to state for the information of the 
Honourable the 'Governor in Council of Bombay, that till the necessity and 
e~pediency of the provisions recommended by the Government ()f Bombay are 
made evident, the Honourable the .Presiden~ in Council must he.sitate ere he 
proceeds to legislate on this very difficult and delicate ,subject. 

2. The particular cases addueed by the Government of Bombay to jlhow the 
necessity of any such Acts as that proposed, are exceedingly weak; and before 
legislating with a view to the suppression of the traffic in slaves, the President 
in Council would desire to know whether such traffic is actually carved on at the 
ports within tlie Company's territories. Tha Bombay Government is therefore 
requested to furnish further particulars on this point, and to state all the 
instances that may have occurred of the discovery of such traffic. 

3. I am also desired to request that the Governor ill Council of Bombay will 
be so good as to state whether in his opinion it would be sufficient and effica
cious as a remedy, i( the power proposeil to be conferred by the Act were limited 
to seizures pn shore before the imported slaves are removed to the intenor, and 
still more, whether {he object in view wtlUld be completely attained if the power 
were extended to harbours. 

Fort William, • 
3 September 1838. 

(No. 337.) 

I have. &c. 
(signed) T. H. Maddockp 

Officiating Secretary to the Governmentof India. 

From T. H. MaddocA, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 
J. Pearson, Esq. Advocate-general, dated 3 September 1838. ; 

Su. 

NO.1. 

AN application having been made to the Sup-reme Government by the Govern,. LegIslative Depart
ment of Bombay for the passing an Act, ~ draft of which is enclosed WIth copy ment. 
of the d~spatch from Bombay for your information, for the suppression of the 
traffic of slaves. which is supposed to be carried on to some extent on the coasts 
of Arabia, and the ports within the territories of the Honourable East India 
Company, the 1I0nourabie the President in CounCIl, apprehending that the 
Supreme Government of India cannot legislate either for the ports of indepen-
dent powers or for the high seas, and that it fs only compete&1t to the Governor-
general in Council to legislate for places within the Company's terqtories, has 
resolved. before proceeding to legislate on. this question, to avail himself of your 
opinion as t() the competency of the Government of India to legislate in the 
manner proposed by the advocate-general at Bombay; and ks to the extent of 
the Company's territories upon. the seas beyond the limits of the sea-shores, as 
well in the case of harbours~ or between headlands, as otherwise; and I am 
directed to request that you WIll submit your opinion on the subject as soon as 
may. be c<,>nvenient to you. . 

Council Chamber, 
... ,3 ~ept. 1838. " 

. I have, &c. 
(signed) T. H.,M(lddoCR, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

DD2 
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~o. ~~ Y EXTUCT from the PROCEEfHNGS of the Honourable the President or the Council 
B 0 13 " 'of India in Council, i~ the Legislative Department, dated the 11th February 

No. Ii. 1839. ,t .; 

PolItical Depart
ment. 

PohtlCal Depart
ment 

I (No. 11.) 

ExTRACt from the PROCEEDINGS of the Honourable the President in Council, in 
, ,the Political Departm~nt, under date the 30th January 1839. 

, t 
(No.. 2379.), . . . 

" ,To t~e Secr~t¥y to the ,Governor-general of India. 

Sir, Bombay Castle, December 1838. 
Wl'rn,rde'ren(!e to my letter dated 'the 11th July last, forwarding copies of 

corresJ>ondence regarding the slave tfade carried on,at the ports in the Persian 
Gulf, and of your reply thereto, dated the 6th August following, I am directed 
to transmit to you, for submission to th.e Right honourable the Governor-general 
of India, the accompanying copy of a further communication from the President 
at Bushire, dated the 3d September last, submitting his opinion on the subject, 
and 'suggesting measures de~med by him likely to mitigate the evil of the 
traffic in question in tholle quarters, together with copy bf my reply thereto, of 
this date. 

'thave, &c. 
(signed) J: P. Willoughby, 

" Secretary to Govel1?-ment. r 

I 

(No. 12 of 1838.) 

To J. 'P.'1riiIQu91tbY, I~sq. ,secretary ~o Govern~ent. of B()mbay. " 
I """ I J 

Sir, , , " ' 
I H~VE had the honoUI! to receive your letter (No. 1346), in this department, 

under date th~ 11th' J:u1y 1838, approving, or the agreement entered into by 
Sultan Bin Sugger; prohibiting the ~kidnapping of slaves front the, coast of 
Barbarra, and further directing me to act according to the instructions of the 
Government, conveyed in yout letter of 'the 18th April last. . 

2. The instrcutions thus referred to, I conclude,' are those directing me 
to submit my opinion in 'detail on althe points! adverted to I in Mr. Mackenzie"s 
communication, dated the ,28th Febrnary 1838, and at the same time to suggest 
any measures -which :ro.ight occur to lIle aS'likely to mitigate the evil of the 
slave trade carried on in those quarters.' , ' , , 

3. For ,the convenience of reference I shall proceed to notice the sevet.:al 
subjects allu<ted to by Mr. Mackenzie, by drawing them up in one 'column, and 

. making such'remarks as they ap'pl'ar to call for on the opposite side. 
Ist. Mr. Mackenzie states, that 'with· ,On this' point I' have ,already re

reference td the accusation' of Abdoolla' ported to the Go,-ernment. that in the 
Bin Iwas: against the Joasmees, te- absence of direct proof against the sub
garding thei~ 'wducqon -of a/number jects of Sheik Sultan Bin Sugger, I was 
of hiB countrymen, <and their maltreat- of opinion that instances of free p~rsons 
ment of himself, it would appear, either being stolen and brought away for sale 
the tribe 'Were innocent of the charge, _ had sometimes' occurred among the 
or had found means of concealing the' 'Joasinees, and it was this chiefly which 
truth from the Govetnment agent at led me', to enter into the agreement 
Shargah,. , with the members of the general treaty, 

2d. That it would appear that a dis- prohibiting the stealing for purposes of 
graceful traffic' in young females, 1>ro-' traffic, not. merely of free' persons, but 
bablr both by. stealth and purchase, is. those coming under the denomination 
earned on 'not, only in the territories of slaves, whether men, women, or cqil
of the Joa~mees, but every port of con- dren. Mr. Mackenzie ie right in stating, 
sequence In the Persian Gulf. ',' that this traffic in young women doe~, 

exist in all the principal ports, bu~ the greatest part of these ie.., 
males consists of .negroes, 'Whh a few Aby~sinia.ru!. procured by pur", . 
chase, and wb() are considered by the Mahome\lan fai,tb ali legi. -. 

~ timate 
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rlmate bondswomen. Instances have, as stated before, taken place 
of "Somalees" being brought for sale, but they are la. e; and in 
some of the ports on the Persian coast,. were, the circumstance, to 
come to the knowledge of the chief, they would be immediately 
set at liberty. . 

ad. That had the Sheik ~f Koweet Unquestionably the proceedings of 
been a member of the general treaty the subjects of the Sheik of Koweet, in 
entered into by Sir W. G. Keit with the stealing the ~even SQomalee girls from 
pacificated Arabs, the conduct of some the coast of Barbarrah, as reported by 
of his subjects in kidnapping Sooma- the native agent at Muscat, would come 
lees would, by the 9th article of that under the 9th artIq'Je of the general 
agreement, have, come under the ,deno- treaty, and as such be considered as 
mination of piracy. piracy; but the ruler of Koweet is not 

a member of the treaty in question, and moreqver calls himself 
a dependent of the Turkish Government. I propose, however, 
writmg to him on the subject, and requesting him to exert his 
influence tQ put an end to s~ch atrocities. , 

4th. That the Soomaiees, from whom In making this obser'(ation Mr. Mac-
a great part of the supply seems io be kenzie, I cqnclude, means that a great 
drawn, are a free people, and as they part of the supply of those who were 
cannot become slaves without violence, orIgmally" hoot," or free, is taken 
consequently those conveyed to the from the Soomalees, m cQntradistinc
Persian Gulf must be eIther kidnapped tion to the supply of negroes and Abys
orlurchased while prisoners of war, sinians, who liIome under the denomi
an that to this practice a degree of nation of" abeed," .or bondsmen. The 
moral turpitude attaclles, w}:lich. if in- proportion of the" Soomalees" to the 
sisted upon, would tend considerably to two latter is perhaps as one in one 
diminish the evIl. hundred, and these are, as Mr. Mac-

kenzie observes, probably either kidnapped or purchased as pd
soners of war: It is certainly true, that by the Mahomedan law 
the sale of free persons as slaves is expressly forbidden, but I 

, doubt whet,her, in fact. any great degree- of moral guilt is conSI
dered to b~ incurred by Mussulmans who engage in this traffic. 
Those who profess tQ act 1,lp to the texts of the' Koran will not 
purchase or sell an individual of this description, but the practice 
'Of disposing o~,prisoners of waf a~ bondsmen is not confined to 
Africa. I am. myself, a~are qf two instan.ces, iI.1' this eountry, in 
whjch. Persian and Arab women and <;hlldren, take¥ on the occa
sion of thft eaptllre of, Bundee Delhun. by the troops of the Prmce 
of Shiraz, and that of, Mohumrah, by .the present Pasha of 
Bagdad, were carried away I1Ild sol~ as slaves. -

5th. That the subject appears- to offer' J hat-e' already, -in<rmy letter 10' Go-
a favourable opportunity for ,intro'; vernment o£ the loth Janhary last,. fully 
ducing the questIon of abolishing all' recorded myopinion'regarding the im
tralIic in slaves on the part of the Ara- practicability of abolishing 'the 'traffic_ 
bian chiefs, 0t those under their au- in slaves :on the, part, of the Arabian 
thority. chiefs. without the payment ot a large 

sum of money, as an. \ ind.emmfication for the #!acrjfite made b~ 
~ them in surrendering a practice,in ~o ,way tlpposed to their own 

faith, in tompliance with the religious views. and opmion& of 
others. At the same tim~ I exprellsed my belief, that,. eve!). were 
this' indemnification, afforded f causes beyond our control would 
pJ:'event any benefit being derived from Its payment. 

4. The only measures I Can suggest as likely to mitigate th~ evil of this nefa. 
rious traffic, independently of the agreement entered into thit year hy the 
Arabian-chie&, who are-members of the genera,1tl'eaty, viz. that of prohibiting. 
the kidnapping of slaves, under penalty of the seizure and confi,scatlOD of the ves
sels of those c.oncerned,' are; firstly, to endeavour to induce his. Highness the 

,Imaum. to I:!xtend the treaty concluded by Captain[ Moresby, of His Majesty's 
ship Menai, in. 1822, so as to include ,hi its pro'visIOns the provinces of Cutch 
and of Kuttywat, !,tn object. which would be effected. by extendmO" the line with
out which bis lltghness's.vessels engagea in the: stave trade- are l~ab1e to seizure, 
from Diu Head, its present limIt, to Karaehee; Qr, in the 'event of this not LeinO' 

:138. ' ~ D D 3 attainabl:' 
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attainable, tO'the mouths of t4e Indus. Se~ondly, to obtain'the consent of the 
Arabian chiefs, who are not subjects of PerSla or Turkey, to the adoption of the 
Bame restrieti-re line. Thirdly, to have the right of search of all. vessels found 
without the proscribed limits" and open to the suspicion~of be~ engaged in 
the slave trade, conceded to us by treaty, on the parts of his Highness the 
JmaumJ and the maritime Arabian chiefs. Fourthly, to endeavour to negotiate 
an arrangement, by which the purchase or sale of Soomalees, or such other inha
bitants of the African coast as may come under the Mahomedan denomination. 
of "hoor~" or free. shall be considered as equivalent to ari.' act of piracy and 
punished aCGordi~glf. - ' 

I have, &:c. 
(signed) S. Hermell, 

Re~idency in the Persian Gulf, Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
Bushire, 3 Septembet1838. 

MI,UTE by,the Hopoqrable the GQvernor,_ subscribed to by the Board, dated 
2 'November 1838. . 

Wl'fll respect to that Eart of the third paragraph of Captain HenneU's letter" 
\n which he notices Mr, Mackenzie's remark, that a disgraceful traffic in young 
'Women ii? carried on in every port of consequence in the Persian Gulf, it appears 
to me highly imp~obable that the protection secured ~o the negroes of the Burbam 
cMst by the treaty with SJr William Grant Keir excludes the Abyssinians, many 
of whom are Christians, and have the . strongest claim to our protection. The 
resldellt may reporffurther on this point. Captain HenneU's intention of writing 
to the ruler of Kpweet may be approved; he should not however overlook the 
Abyssinians. ' 

In .regard to the remedial measure$ formerly suggested by Captain Hennell, I 
should certainly not be in favour of paying any indemnification. We 11ave already 
pointed .out to the lIonourable Court the traffic in Christian slaves carried on in 
the Red Sea. the suppression of which it is t~ be hoped the authorities at home 
will be able tQ accomplish; a.nd.the effectual suppression there will do much to 
remedy the evil. 

With regard to those stat~ which haVE: come undet compact to abandon the 
slave trade, the :r~sident c~ QI;lly reSOl't to persuasion, and not to compulsion; 
and iI;l any new ellgagements, it doel not appear why the ports on the coast of 
M ekran should not be in.cluded. I 

The resident should ~ever cease tQ 'lse hia, utmost efforts to advance this im-
, portant object of restricting' and fiuppressing the hateful traffic, on. every opening 

that may offer. If nothi.ng, further can be done at present in mitigation of the I' 

~vil thau is suggested in the fourth paragraph, these measures may be attempted 
as soon as posslble. aI;l.d it is to be hoped the rE$ident will succeed in carrying 
them into effect; but the Christifms of Africa must be held by us to be "free.'·
and ShOlilld be included, unless any obstacle exists not within my knd\lledge; 
\'lhould there seem to be any such obstacle. every endeavpur should be used to 
remove it. ,. .'. 

These proceedings should be reported to, the Honourable Court and to the 
Govel:nmen~ of India. . • 

r, (signed) J. Farish • ... 
G. W. Anderson. 

2 November 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 

(No .• 2378 of 1838.) 

Sir, 
To.. the Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the 
recei~t of your letter, dated the 3d September last, submitting your opinion up~n 
certam points adverted to by Dr. Mackenzie, in his communication of the-28th 
February 1838, regarding the abduction of young fe:rnales from the coast of 
~arbara, and suggesting meastfres likely.to mitigate the-evil of the sla.ve trade 
1n those 'luarters. - '. ' . . 2. With .. 
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2. With reference to that part of the tllird paragraph of 'your communication. 
noticing Mr. Macke8zie'~ remark". that II disgraceful traffic 'in. young women ilJ 
carried on in every port of consequence in the Persian Gulf, I am, desired to 
observf! that it appears to Government highly improbable that the protection 
secured to tm; negroes of the coast of Barbara, under the treaty with Sir W. 
Grant" Keir, excludes the Abyssinians, many of whom are Christians, and have' 
the strongest.claim to the protection of the British Government; but upon this 
point, however, you are requested to favour GovernUlent with your opmion. 

3. Adverting to the remedIal measures suggested by you in your Jetter, dated 
the ,10th January last, I am dIrected to inform you th/lt the GovC)'nor in 
Council js not at all inelined in favour of making pecuniary compensation to 
the Arab chiefs in ~he Gulf, to induce them to renounce !ill partIcipation in this 
revolting trade . 
. 4. WIth reference to the last paragraph of your report, I am desired to inform 

you that~ in regard to those stateS' who have not come under compact to abandon 
the slave trade~ measures only of a persuasive nature, and not those of a com
pulsory kind, should be resorted to ~ and the Governor in Council sees no reason 
why, ill any new engagements which tnay be made, the ports on the toast 01 
M uek.l'am. should not be included. 

&. 1 am" on thIS ,occasion, desired to request that you will nent ceaSe to USe 
your utmost exertions to advance the important object of restrictmg and sup
pressing this hateful traffie, on every opening that may offer; and if you are still 
of opinion that nothing further Can be done at present in mitIgation of the evil, 
than is suggested in the fourth paragraph of your letter. the Governor in Council 
direets that the measures proposed in this communication be attempted as soon 
as possible, and which .it is hoped you will succeed in carrying mto effect. 

6. The AfrIcan chIldren; however, must be held to he free. and should be m
eluded in the engagement, unless any obstacle may exist not now WIthin the. 
knowledge oi Govern.ment;. and should any such obstacle appear to exist, you 
are requested to exert every endeavour on your part to remove the same. 

7. In conclusion. 1 am desired to intimate to you, that the Honourable t1'e 
Governor in CouncIl apprQves of, your intention to write to the :t;ul'er of' Koweet_ 
regarding the proceedmg ot his subjects in stealing Soomalee girls from the 
coast: of Barbara, and requesting him to exert his influence to put an end to sucn 
~trocities in future, but you are requested not to lose sight of the Abyssinians. 

Bombay Castle~ 
12 December 1838. 

:£ have, &c. 
(Slgned) J. P. Willoughby, 

S~cretary to GOYel'nmen.t. 
(True copieS'.) 

(signed) 1. P. Willoughby, \ 
Seetetary fo Go'ternment. 

: ORDERED,. That a copy of the foregoing despatches from the SecretaJ;Y to the 
Government of Bombay be 8e~t. to the Judicial Department of tile Government, 
of IndIa, for communication to the Law Commission. 

(True extract.) , 
(signed) H. V. Bayley, 

As~stant Secretary to Government of India • 

(No. 4ft} • 

From H. T. Pnnsep, Esq. Secretary to the Government of 1ndia, to J. C. C. 
Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law CommiSSIOn" dated 11-
F~bruary 1839. 

, Sir, ; I 

I AM: dlre~ted ~Y the Honourable the President in Council, td forward to VOll. 
for t~e consI<;!eration of the memhers' of the Indian Law Commission the acc¥om
panylpg copy of an. Extract" Political Department, dated the 30th ~ltimo. 

,Council Chamber, 
11 February 1839.' 

I have,.&c. 
(signed) H. T. Prinsep. , 

Secretary t6 the Government of India. 
J?D4 

NO·7· 
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Ex f the PB~CEEDINGS of tI;e Hon6urable the President orthe 'Councib 
:;;~~a~~Council~ in the Legislati~e Department, dated 4 March 1839_ " 

, 

(No. 75.) , 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the Honour~ble the President in Council in 
the Political Department, under date 13 February 1839~/ 

(No. 135 of1839.) 

.. To the Secretary to the Government of India. 

pohtical Depart. Sir, Bombay Castle, 17. Jan. 1839. 
menta I -

• 11 dedI AM directed by the Honourable the Go-1. Letter from Mons. Fontanier to, Captain GUl aID, at 
, 19 Oct 1838. v.ernor in Council to transmit to you, for the 
!l. Letter from the Private Secretary of tbl' HOD. the pO- purpose of being submitted to the Honourable 

vernor to Capt. Gudlain, dated 20 Oct. 1838. the President in Council, copies of the docu-
3. l\finute by the Hon. the Governor, dated 10 Nov. 1 838• h' 
4 Summary by the PohtIcal Secretary, dated 31 Dee. 1838. menta noted in t e margm, relative to the traf-
5 Letter to the Court of Duectors, dated 1 Jan. 1839 fie -in slaves, said to be carried on. by vessels.: 

from the Arabian coast. and the Persian Gulf, trading with the Port of 
Bombay. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Wzll~9hh!l' 
Secretary to the Government. 

; , 
(1.) 

Sir, Bombay, 19 October 1838. ' 

I HA. VE recei"ted your letter of to-day regarding the slave trade, and r feel SO) 

much the mQre desirous to afford Y011 every information on the subject, as the. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs thought it advisable to tt~nsmit ,to the ~arine De
partment some observations that 1 had conveyed to hIm from Bussora. I have 
in effect written three principal complaints:- • 

1. Thai the slave trade is carried.on at Bombay in a manner which, although 
made acquainted with the form, I cannot estimate the extent, and that it is cer .. 
tainly practised with the knowledge ofthe authorities, who tolerate it. . 

2. ',[hat this trade is in full activity in the Persian Gulf, where it would have 
been very (!asy for the Indian authorities t~ have prevented it, if they had ~shed 
to'do so. , ' . 
, 3. That the navigation regulations followed in India, and which many per-
sons have assured me are not in harmony with British law, allow this traffic to 
take place under the British :flag. 

1st. No great researches are necessary to prove that the slave trade is carried on 
at Bombay: every body knows that the Africans from the coast of Mozambique 
do not come here to serve as domestic servants, ahd'ihere are few members ofthe 
community called Moguls who have not several in tlleir employ. At the end of~ 
the street in 'Which I live, 1 will show you on ,one side one or two Caffres, ' 
and at the other ani Abyssinian, belonging to two of my Mogul neighbours; two 
of these blacks are about the age of ten, and have probably been putchased 
above the .age o~ ~ve. My ileighbours have besides been very long in Bombay,1 
and certamly dId not get them for nothing. When I embarked, £.-om hence III 
1~35 fo~ Bu~sora, a I'ich Mogul merchant came on board to take leave of one of. 
hIS relatlO;ns, who was a passenger in the same vessel; I myself saw that he was .' 
accompamed by about ten Abyssinians, and I was afterwards assured that he had 
two eunuchs to ~rd his seraglio in Bombay.' These slaves ar~ fo~ the most 
part brought here III Arab vessels. They are disembarked in woman s apparel, 
and conveye~ away in palanquins. The custom-house guaI'ds show themselves 
very c.ompialsant, and the slaves onee lodged in the native town the ,Maho
medans traffi~ amongs~ themselves. without any other occasion for~ inquietude .... 
Sh~uld :,-ny ~lspute arw~ between the contractors, the parties appear before the 
pohee; In thIS case, I believe the slaves are represented as servants; but if 1 roay 
Judge by a 'Part that has .. oe~~rre,d "ithin these few days,' t~e police ~ake lit~le 

~ pams '\ 
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pains to verify their position. A child took refug~ with an Englishman froro her 
Arab master· some Moguls persuaded the child to come to them; a complaint 
was made by the Arab against the Moguls. a!ld aft~r various decisions, the child 
was given back to the Arab. A person knowmg a bttle of tl)e Caffre language 
saw six Cafl'res disembarking at once at Bombay, and spoke to them; in short, 
there are few Arab buglas frequenting the port of Born Lay that have not slaves 
as part of their creW, and I have myself been on board of one of these bugloes. 
The Bombay Government has taken no step, has established no regulation, that 
can inspire the slave-owner with apprehensIOn. ' 

2. I have seen buglas navigating the whole coast of the Red Sea wfth slaves 
on board; they disembarked them generally at Juddah, Mocha, and Adrida, and 
from these places they are purchased for Bombay; at Juddah the English agent, 
Malem Joso£, sold slaves, and the agent of Mocha, Sheik Taib, possessed slaves. 

There was usually one of the Company's cruizers at the latter place, and their 
vessels constantly visited the former. It is very possible that the agents did not 
make them acquainted with' the existence of this trade, but it is easy to under
stand that they could have discovered it by making the slightest inquity on the 
subject. In the Persian Gulf there are 400 slaves go to Bussora, and nearly as 
.many to BUfbhire annually; they arrive there towards the month of September~ 
tbat is to say, at the unhealthy season, and about a tbird of the number perish: 
buglos with tbe 'English flag bring them from ~he Red Sea as well as others. I 
cannot ascertain that the residents at Bushire or Bagdad, or the cruizers in the 
Gulf have ever taken any measures to prevent this. Tbis fact, considered ;with 
the treaty entered into in 1822 between the Imaum of Muscat and an officer of 
the British navy, against Europeans carrying on the slave trade, leads to the 
idea that very little thought is taken as to what the Mahomedans do. 

3. The English law requires that ships and their comn::.anders should be Eng
lish to entitle them to carry the British flag; notwithstanding this, I came from 
Cosseir to Bomba~ in an English vessel belonging to the Nizam, commanded by 
a nagoda of Bushire. In going from Bomb~y to Bushne in the same vessel, we 
had two young Abyssinian slaves of a merchant, who like me was a passenger; 
I saw in 1835, at Cosseir, a buglo lJ.~der English colours, which, amongst other 
articles of merchandize, carried slaves to Juddah. 
• About two years ago a merchant oi BOID.bfiy went to Mecca in a vessel named 
the Fayzool Kerim, with the English flag, ,and it is affirmed that this merchant 
brought back WIth hIm in the same vessel a large number of slaves. It is certain 
that this facility of using the British flag greatly contributes to the slave trade, in 
affordmg it greater security. Shipowners who reside b~yond the limits ot the 
British territory easily borrow the names of some of their fellow-country:men in 
Bombay, who call themselves the proprietors ;'. all are ready to assert that any 
nagoda it may be convenient to have is a British subject; and there is nodoubt 
but that they take the most solemn oaths that the slaves they have purchased are 
only servants. A government that took· any interest in the subject would soon 
discover the truth. " 

(signed) 

I hav:e, &e. 
FQntani~r, the Vice-consul of Bussora, "" 

on a Mission to Bombay. 

P. S. I am informed that the trade of which I speak, as carried on at Bombay 
is equally practised at Calcutta. and on a smaller scale at Madtas; it is from thea; 
places that the princes of India supply themselves with slaves. 

(2.) 

My dear Sir, TankervIlle, 20 October 1838. 

THE Govem~r desires me' to return the enclosed tetter, and to thank you very 
much for havmg allowed him to peruse it. 

The subject is one in which he feels pecuhar interest, and every effort is malung 
by the ~ovemment to check a traffic opposed to all feelIngs of humanity. 

238• E E EAcept 
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Except to a limited extent with the Imaum of Muscat, and with Some of the 
Arab tribes in the Persian Gul~ there exists no treaty between the British Go
vernment and the Mahomedan states, tnat authorizes the forcible suppression of 
the trade; but 1 am glad to Say, that some other Arab chiefs in the Gulf have. 
recently evinced a disposition to come into the proposals made to them; and the 
proclamations lately issued by Government, as well as the liberation of about 70 
slaves at Porebunder, show that anything rather than a lukewarm interest is felt 
by the authorities here on a matter of such unquestionable importance. 

I greatly regret that circumstances over which I had no. controlp have pre
vented me"from paying my respects to you for so many days. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Orlando Feliz. 

(True copy.) 

MonSIeur Le Commandant Guillain. 
(signed) Orlando Feliz. 

(3.) 

MI~UTE by the Honourable Governor. 

I BEG to lay before the Board the translation from Monsieur Fontanier, calling 
himself (French) Vice-consul at BusBora, on a mission to Bombay, to Captain 
GuUain, commanding the French corvette Le Prevoyante. 

2. Captain Gulhin called Dn me two or three days before he sailed, and in
formed me that it being a part Df the duties on which he was employed by his Go .. 
vernment, to. give effect to. thDse measures for the suppression of the slave trade 
which formed the subject of treaties between France and England, so far as fell' 
within the employment of a French vessel of war, he left with me the original of 
this letter, expressing a wish to' know how far he could rely on the information 
therein given him by Mons. Fontanier. 

a. My private secretary having prepared the translation of this letter, I re; 
quested him to calIon Captain Gullain on board his vessel, and, in returning it, 
to inform him that the information it contained was quite erroneous, and not to be 
relied on. 'Major Felix was at the same time requested by me to leave the lette1" 
for Captain Gullain, with a note, of whi<:h a copy accompanies. in case he should 
not meet the captain. 

4. The latter was: the course followed, Captain Gullain not being on board 
whell the private secretary went off to the corvette. . 

5. The letter of MOM. Fontanier need not to have been noticed at all, except 
that I am led from some circumstances to ihfer that, if not officially accredited, 
he is at least actually in communication with the French Foreign-office, but I 
Tather think he has the office of French vice-consul at Bussora. 

6. I do not consider it at all necessary to communicate with Mons. Fontanier 
on the subject. On a former occasion, his opposition to the measures of the British 
Government has been brought to the notice of the Honourable Court, and this 
communication, the incorrectness of whICh he had full means Df knowing, is 
another proof. , 

7. As, however,--it is possible that Mons. Fontanier's letter may be used as a 
public document, and handed up to the French Government as such, it seems 
desirable that the mis-statement in it should not exist with my knowledge, with .. 
-out a full refutation, and that the same should be furnished to the authorities at 
h~me. I have therefore to propose, that a full summary of the proceedings Df 
thl,S Government ~or the suppression of slavery, particularly those bearing on ~he 
pomts touched on m the letter, should be prepared, and that on any points to whIch 
-our proceedings may not furnish a direct answer, references shoUld be made to 
the prop~r departments for report or inquiry. " 

8. ThIS minute and the accompaniments should be sent to the Government of 
Indi~ and to the Honourable Court by the next steamer, and the further pro
-ceedmgs communicated to them as they may be concluded. 

10 November 1838. (signed)' J. Farish. 
, 
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MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Anderson. 

I CONCUR in the course of proceed,ng suggested by the .Hopourable the Go
-vernor in his minute. 

(signed) G. W. Anderson. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Dunlop. 

I.ALSO entirely concur. 
(signed) J. A. Dunlop. 

(4.) 

• SUMMA.RV. 

lN obedience to the orders contained in the aeventh paragraph of the Ho
nourable the Governor's minute, dated the loth ultimo, I proceed to ,submita 
brief summary of the recent 'Proceedings of this ~overnment for suppressing the 
~lave trade within the limits of the Bombay presldency. 

2. With the view of effectually suppressing this inhuman traffic carried on 
between the coasts of Arabia, the Persian Gulf, and the ports of Katteewar and 
.Cutch, it became necessary to obtain the co-operation of the authorities possessing 
sea-ports in those prOVInces, in giving effect to the measur.es best ,calculated ,to 
accomplish so humane and important an object. 

a. Most of the chiefs of Katteewar readily assented to our wishes; and it will, 
I think, only -require ordinary vigilance on the part of the political agent s~
tioned in that province, to secure that the nefarious traffic shall be completely 
suppressed within' his jurisdiction. 

4. On a communication being JOade rto the Guicowl1r on the subject,his.High
ness issued instructions to his officers _to liberate all slaves imported at the pQ'l'ls
subject to their authority, and to punish the persons who b:cought, them. 

5. On a ~imilar communication being made to the Rao of Cutch, bis High
'ness immediately issued a proclamation 'peremptorily forbidding the carrying on 
the slave trade within his dominions, and threatening those whd may hereafter 
engage in the traffic with 'Severe punishment. 

6. 8mce the promulgation of this proclamation in (Jutch, the following cases. 
have been reported to Government. 

7. In August 1836, ten slaves were rescued, and by order of GJ)vernment sent 
to Bombay by the political agent at Rajcote; these slaves were brought to 'Mal
liee in Katteewar, by a Turk from Cutch, the agent of -a merchant named 
Mothee Japer, residing at Mandavee, and trading between that port and Muscat. 

S. The Turk in question was sent to Cutch, and his Highn~ss the Rao W&$ 

requested to cause a strict inquiry to be instituted into his conduct, as well as 
into that of his principal, the mercaant Motbee Japer, and if found guilty, to 
punish them for having violated the proclamation agamst dealing in slaves. 

9. In March 1837, three female children were rescued fJom slavery by the 
Rao of Cutch; the'y 'Were brought to Mandavee by some merchants of Sinde 
who effected their escape immediately after the slaves had been rescued .. The~ 
children having expressed their wilhngness to remain with the female attendants 
in the family of his Highn~ss the Rao, and his Highness having benev9lently 
offered to protect and SUbSIst them, they were to do so, with an explicit under
standmg that they possessed their freedom. . 

10. In July 1838. a f~rther seizure of 26 slaves took place at Mandavee: they 
were brought from ZanZIbar and Mombassa; the importers on being examined 
endeavoured to excuse their conduct by representing that the slaves were not 
br~)Ught for sale. The slaves were infonned that they were set at liberty and 
mIght go whe,rever t?ey chose. On this occas,ion his Highness the Raa' l'e-l~sued 
the proclamatlOn which .bad been pubhshed In 1836, and caused the owner or-

238. E E 2 each .. 
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each vessel clearing out from his ports ror the ~~st.of Africa to"entel' into a bond 
not to bring back slaves on any pretence whatevet. J II '," , I 

11. The most effectual measure, however, adopted for the suppression of the 
slave trade on this $ide of India, occurred in November 1835, When three Arab 
vessels from the coast of Maculla were seized at Porebunder, each baYing on 
board a number of slaves, of both sexes; these slaves" numbering altogether 
seventy· four, were rescued by the political agent in Katteewar, and were sent to 
Bombay, where they were distributed among respectable Iaroilies1 on such terms 
as secured to them their liberty and kind treatment. . 

\ f " 

12. 1'he vessels in which these slaves were. imported to Porebunder. having 
soon after arrIved at Bombay, the advocate*general was called ~n to report whe
thet they could under existing" laws be detained. and whether the nakhodas or 
comD1anders could be proceeded against. for having violated the laws in force 
against the slave trade. 

, , 

13. In reply, the advocatE~-general "statedj'it to he his opinion that this 
Government had.l1o l'ight either to detain the vessels, ()l' to proceed against their 
~ommanders for an infraction of laws to whi~}l they were not in any way am~na
bIe. more especially in, the i~stane~t Qut :of wW~h the ref~nce originated, as 
Porebunder; where fthe v~sels had put ~n, ,was ,a foreign port. and not subject to 
our laws. ,In consequence oLthis ,opinion.:no prvceedingIJ ,were adopted, either 
against the vesse}.s oX' their .commanders., " ,),' , ' 

14. The above seizure and rescue from slavery of 74 human beings was effected 
under my authority. -When I was politi~al agent ia, Katteewar; the measure was 
entirely app~oyed by the Bomba)" Government, ,but was disapproved of as too pre
cipitate bQth by ,the Go:v¢rnmen~ of Ip.dia llnd by the Honourable Court Qf Direc
tors. The follow.ing, extra(:t of a JtepoJ;t of an impartial Qbserver (Lieut. Cl1rless 
of the Indian navy). dated,lst ,February 1838, explains. t4e effect which it has pro
uuced: "Formerlynotmorethan 150 African slaves were brought annually to Kura
chee, but last year 1,500 ar~h'ed from Muscat and ,the African coast; the increase 
in this disgraceful traffic is said to be owing·to the seizUre of the slaves' brought 
hyan; Arab buggaloe tor'Porebunder, two ot three years ago, which appeaTs to 
have had 'a good effecfon th'e 'Arab traders~ and will no doubt prevehi them, from 
bringing' them to any of out ports for tq.e future." From this extract we may 
form some'idea of the extent' of' the slave' trade which must have prevailed in 
Cutch and Katteewlir. previous tor th~ f;eizure ~at ,Porebunder; by c~osing the 
ports of the~ci provInces, the trader\, pave b'een 'dri ven, 1<) a foreign country, in which 
we have no control.' ~his 18 in, jtse~r ~ gaIn, ,I.!S ,ren,d~ring the dis}>osal of the 
slaves more difficult; 'but fortunately the ,events now passing in Sinae will, it is 
to be hoped, establish our influence in that ('ountry, and enable us eventually to 
extend our measures against1the .. lave trade to Kurachee lmd th~ other'parts of 
Sinde. r,' ) ! ~ " 1 J ! 

~5. Towarda ~4e clos~ QtJ8~6, a boat lfreigh~ed by a me;c4an~ of Mandav~e 
;arnved at Bat~ in 1,(atte~~ar, fro~ ,the Arabian coast. having on board a number 
of Abyssinian slaves ot, rbotq ,sexes~ eight of whom were' rescued and brought to 
Bombay, and disposed of' among respectable families. " 1 , 

I 1 J I~ ') , 

16. In,June 1838 an African slave whQ '~adje,scaped from his master claimed 
the protection of the political agent at Rajcote, and was set at liberty. 

17. ,Mr. Erskhi'e. the present polftic'ai agent in K~ttywar, whilst on ~ rece~t 
vi~it, to ,the Portugues~ settlem~nt of Di~u, for ,the purpose of O~tainiDg inior~.a.tion 
l'egardmg the ,traffic In slaye$ alleged to be carried on at -that port~ had an mter
view with the Governor, and found his E~cellency willing to co-operate with the 
~ritish Government in' suppressing' the slave trade, and in proof o( .bis sincerity 
liherated two slave boys who bad been brougllt up in his Excellency'S house, for 
whom a suitable prOVIsion ,ba~ been made by Government. r , :" , 1 

,18 •• WIthin the AI~~edn~ggdr ~~Ile~torate in' th~ ':6;c~~n~ t~:o' fe~al~, slaves 
~~r~ lD, October 1838,~re~<;ued frorp. ,slavery;,~y ~h~ magi~tJ;'atef and....placed by 
.pover~ent _ unqer tb,e I ca~e, ol ~l:e American, ¥llSSl?~~leS 1 residing at, Ahmed-
n~gur. 7 1 j) A~r 't~"! 'l,. ~ J ~t~ _ ~ I 't I" ~ '. ,,"""";/;,;)!'" f JJ 

" ~9. The above facts satisractorily evince the strong desire -of-this Govetn-
, . , . ment 
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,ment to 8uppt'ess the infalDouS traffic ~n slaves, and prove that the .meaS'Ur~!I rwhi<;h 
have been adopted to attain thill object have be!':n atten<led wlt4 co~sldel'able 
success. , . 

~O. The treaty concl~ded by Captain Moresby o,f His Majesty ship," Menai," 
twith bis Highnes!I the Imaum of Musc8;t on the, 29lli Aug~st 182?, only renders 
liable to seizure Tessels found engaged In the slave trade:' to the eastward of a 
line drawn from Cape Delgado, passing eas~ of Socotra, and on to Dien. Head, 
.the western point of the Gnlf of Cambay.'" . . 

20 a. The resident in the Per~i~n G~lf has Jther~rore bee~ recently instructed 
to endeavour to prevail bn his Highness to consent ~o 'an extens!~n of these lim~ts, 

, by including the provinces of Kuttywar and ~utch. In the provIsIons of, th~ eXIst
ing treaty. The resident has further been duected to endeavour to obtalD from 
the Imaum the right of searching any vessels fitting out from his ports suspected 
of being engaged in the slave trade, and likewise to obtain a simIlar pnvilege 
from the other chiefs of Arabia with whom we have intercourse. 

J r 'J .. ... "r 

21. In cObsequenclJ of the Imaum's absence from MUl!cat,'the resident has 
not as yet been able to act on the abOV'e instt'uetions, bat proposes to do so whe1l"
ever he has an opportunity of personally explainin~ to his Highness the' "iews 
.and objects or Government' on the subjectt ,This l>ffiCer has'recently reported 
'that he antieipates little, 'if, any'. difficulty ,in 'obtaining the consent> of the inde
pendent Arabian States in the Gulf to ente1 into a ~mllar treaty as that entered 
,into witq. the jmaum., I 

22. On the '28th Aprll18S8, Captain Hennell reported that he had obtained 
11 written agreement from the ,chiefs of Shagtt, Eginanl Debage, and Aboothabee, 
conceding to' our eruizers'the right of searchI:ng ilnd detaining vessels upon the 
high seas suspected 'of having slaves on board, and alsd admitting thE{further 
righ~ of seizing and confiscating- ~ch vess~ls in aU cases where the suspicion is 
proved to be 'Well founded. ' . , , , 

. 23. Subsequent ~Q t~~, ~rders ,advexteq' to in the 20 a paragraph of thfs 
summary, the resident was furthel; inst1;ucteq., to:end~avour to induce the Imaum 
of Muscat to extend the provis~ons of the tfe~t;r ,of 1~22 to the coasts of Mukran 
and Sin de, or in the event of this l1Qt being attalnable,' as far, as the mouths of the 
,Indus, so as to emhrace the whole of the, ports, of Kattywar and Cl,lteh, , 

24. It having also been 'ascertained t?at 'the subject:;' of the KoweErti chief are 
'in the habit of kidnapping' SoomalIee girls from the coast' of Barbarra, Captain 
Henne~'s attention has b~en'araWli to t~e e~isten'ce 'qf'tI¥s p;ractic,e, and 'he has 
been dIrected to endeavouz: to 's,lippress 1t. ' ': " ' " 

! \ , I ] ~ I r t \ : 

, 25. On its being brought ,to ,the notice of GQvernment by the-tnativ~ agent 
stationed at Mocha, that certain Arab merchants trading between Bombay and 
Mocha were in the habit of ,dealing in slayes, t~e senior magistrate of poiice at 
Bombay' was directed to cause all 'Arab ,vessels comind to the port to fe carefully 

,searched, an.d ~n' ~he .event of any s!ay~~ ~eing d~scove!ed bn board~ to adopt, ~~a
.sures for theIr lIberatIOn, an~ t~r brmglllgto £ulllsh~ent,t~ps.e who .Ilp~,orted them. 

26. The collect()r of sea customs was at the,s~e t~~e instruct~d to ~q~operate 
with the magistrate of police in detecting parties' engaged in the traffic. \ , 

t r .l ) ,'l. 1, 

27. In May 1837 ~i.eut~ant. Rogers, of r th~ Indian n~vy, t4en, i~ cQmm~~d 
\ of the H~nourable ~Qmpany ~ 'brIg ~f ~aJ: Euphrafes, found three slave boys on 
board two vessels lYlllg,lD the Judda ~Iarbour, under English'colours,'whotn he 
-rescue~ and s:nt ~o Bombay'; th,e boys were made over'to two respectable persons 
on then ente~n~ mto an: agreement to protect them, 'and to assign them .suItable 
wages for theIr labour. ' ,I ," " " , t ' 

~, '. -, 1 I I ' 1, 'I , ~ l: ... ~ , I I I 

28. The advocate-general ~as requested to report the course' which ought to 
be pursue~ t?wards vesse~ havlllg slaves on board under the circumstances repre
sented 1'y Llelltenant ~ogers. In reply, he stated it to be his opinion. th~t unless 
the <;t0ve.b?;tent of Indl~ would pas.s an Act empowering the vessels of the. Com
pany s navy to make SeIZlll'eS of ships for a: breach of''the sla"'El 'laws , the<eom
mander of such vessels ought not to interfere at all.-(Vide his Report, dated 21 st 

_Noven}ber 1837."1, . , ,1,. \ ' " 1238. 'J ~ ',I .,;','rt "yf. 

E E S ~9. In 
!o 
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29. In the journal of the R~verend Joseph ~olfe, dated the 9th Jnne 1936~ 
'it was stated that the ,Nayeb of Areolee sent hIs Mussulman servants to dif.. 
ferent parts of Abyssinia for the purpo~e of stealing the ~hi1dren of the. Christians 
and disposing them at Mosawah. ThIS statement havmg appeared lD a news-
paper, the Superintendent of the Indian navy was requested to instruct tbe senior 
officer in the Red 'Sea to inqui~e and report on the subject. 

30. On the 29th May 1838, the Superintendent forwarded a 'I'eport 'to Gov~ 
ment, drawn up by Commander Nott, from which itrappeared that a great traffic 
in slaves is carried. on at ~osawa~ and that 1~300 Christians were recently 
captured ~y one of the general. officers of the Pacha. of Egypt, in the province of 
~Gondar. and sent to Zumar, from whence 500 were selected and sent to Cairo, 
..evidently destined for slavery. 

31. It is intended by Government to bring these circumstances to the 'know
'ledge of the 'home 'authorities, and earnestly to Tecommend that measures may be 
adopted for the prevention of the abominable'traffic, thus shown to be carried on 
in Christian slaves from Abyssini~, and that the Pacha may be persuaded to 
prevent the exportation of Christian slaves from their own to Mahomedan 
countries. ' 

'32. It also occurred to Government to issue the following proclamation in the 
English, Persian, ,Arabic, Hm:erattee and Mahratta languages, for general in
.formation :and distrihlltian ~-

" The Governor in Council of Bombay having reason to believe that the traffic 
in slaves 1S carried on, to ~ considerable extent, by persons in Arabs boats and 
vessels from the ports in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, and other' ports, importing 
"slaves of both sexes and of "tarious ages into'the port of Bombay, and other ports 
nnd places subordinate to the presidency of Bombay, and having ,determined to 
use ~very exertion to suppress the nefarious traffic so disgraceful to humanity, 
hereby notifies and proclaims that all persons found guilty of such practices, or 1D 

any other manner offending against the laws for the abolition of the slave trade, 
shall be apprehended and prosecuted with the utmost rigour, and severely punished 
as the law directs; and the boats or vessels employed in the trade, together with 
the slavei, and all the goods ,and property that may be found on board, shall be 
seized, and immediate st~ps taken for their condemnation and forfeiture, and the 
liberation of the slaves themselves; and to encourage the discovery of offenders, a 
'reward is held out, by Act or Parliament, of a moiety of the penalty of 100 l. 
'sterling for each slave, to any person who shall inform, and sue, and prosecute 
,for the same; but as a further encouragement to discovery, the Governor in Council 
of Bombay hereby notifies and proclaims, that a reward TUpees shall be paid 

SIC o~ by Government to all persolls who shall give information and conviction of any 
~ offender, or to the 'seizure and condemnatton of any vessel engaged in the trade." 

33. The advocate-general, however, on being consulted, was of opinion that 
no such proclamation should be issued, or any port regulations framed as far as 
regards the seizure of persons and vessels, until this Government was advised of 
the natUl'e of the Act 'which the Government of India might be pleased to pass 
into a law applicable to the traffic in slaves as carried on in India. 

34. A 'reference was therefore made on the above subject to the Government of 
India, on the 30th October 1837, and on the 25th November following this Go-
17ernment was inf<frmed, in reply, that the attention of the members of the Law 
Commission had been called to the question of the slave trade in Arab vessels 
fro~ ports in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, in the hope that they might be able 
to gIve practical effect to the humane suggestions of this Government for the pre-
17ention of the traffic in slaves. 

35. In a further communication from the Government of India, dated the 
. 3? .September last, it is stated that till the necessity and expediency of the pro
'VlSIons reco~mended by the Government for the suppression of the slave trade 
are made eVIdent, th~t autho~ty~must hesitate in proceeding to legislate OJ~ this 
!ery dIfficult and delIcate subject. .• 

36. In this communication it is further observed. that the particular cases 
~dduced by this Government to show the necessity of any such acts as that pro-

, '" posed 
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posed are exceedingly weak; and that before legislating with a view to the sup
pression o£ the traffic i.n slaves, the Government of IndIa wishes to be infonned 
whether such traffic is actually earned on at the ports withm the Company's ter
ritories, and to bEt furnished with all the instances that may have occurred Qf the 
discovery of such traffic. In Con.cluslOn$ the opinion of this Government is' re
quested, whether it would he sufficient and efficacious as a remedy, if the power 
proposed to be conferred by the Act were limited to seizures on shore, before the 
imported slaves are removed to the. interior; and still more whether the object in 
view would be completely attained, if the power were extended to harbours. A con
stant press of business of great political importance, during the laf>t two months, 
has prevented the Honourable Board from resuming consideration of the subject. 

37. I beg to apologize for this imperfect summary of our proceedmg£, as I 
have been much hurried in its preparation, in the hope 0f being able to complete 
it in time to dispatch it with Mons. Fontanier's statement by the steamer. 

(signed) J. P. IVilloughb!l, 

;n December 1838. Secretary to Government. 

(True copies.) 

(signetl) J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

Ordered" that a. copy of the foregoing despatch from the Secretary to the Go
vernment at Bombay, be sent to the Judlcial Department of the Government of 
India, for commuDlcation to the Law Commission,. in contInuation of the extract 
from thIS department, No. 11, dated 30th October. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) H. v~ Bayley, 

Officiating Deputy SecY to Government, India. 

(No. 68.) 

From F. Millett. Esq. Officiating Secretary to Government of India.. to J. C. C. 
Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law t:ommission, dated the 4th 
March 1839. 

Sir, 

IN continuation of Mr. Secretary:' Prinsep's letter,. No. 49, dated the 11th ult. 
I am directed by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you~ for 
the consideration of the Indian Law Commissioners, the accompanying copy of 
an extract from the proceedings of the Government of India In the PolitIcal 
Depart!Dent, dated the 13th ultimo. 

, I have" &c. 

Council Chamber,4 March 1839. (signed) F. Millett, 
Officiating SecY to Government of India. 
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BOMBAY. 

No. 16. 



NO.7· 
l\OMBAY. 

216 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 

I ," 

EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 23 October 1839. 

From Captain S. Hennell, Resident in the Persian ,Gulf, to J. P,' Willoughby,. 
Esq. Secretary to Government, Bomhay, dated 19 July 1839. 

Sir, ' 
I HAVE the hOllour to acknowledge your letter, ~o. 2378, in this departm~ntp 

under date the 12th December last, upon the subject of the slave trade carried 
on in the Gulf -of Persia. 

2. Adverting to the second paragraph of your communication, I beg respect
fully to observe, that in noticing Mr. Mackenzie's remark regarding a d~grace
ful traffic in yOl~ng women being carried on in every port of consequence in the 
PersIan Gulf, I did not for a moment mean to imply that the protection secured 
to the negroes of the coast of Barbara, under the treaty with Sir William Grant 
Keil', excluded the Abyssinians., The carr ling away a native of Abyssinia by 
forGe is, by tbat treaty. equally an act 0 piracy as kidnapping a negro from 
Barbara, and would, if proved, be tre!lted as such. 

s. The Honourable the Governor in Council may rely with confidence upon 
my gladly availing myself of every opening which may offer, to use my utmost 
exertlOns in the restriction and suppression of a traffic so opposed to all the best 
feelings of humanity. A great advance would be made in this important object 
if the Imaum were persuaded to extend the line beyond which the vessels of his 
Highness engaged' in the slave trade are liable to seizure, from Diu Head to 
Cape Guadel, on the coast of Mehan. I have long been looking for the return 
of his Highness to Muscat, in order to have an opportunity of personally com
municating with him upon the subject', but, judging from the manner in which 
Lis return has been'procrastinated, it would almost appear as if Syed Said were 
determined not to revisit his Arabian territol'ies, although it is again currently 
l'cported he intends shortly to do so. J found, during my late visit to .Muscat, 
that it was perfectly usel~s discussing any questions of this nature with the 
Regency of that place,' as they always gave out that they could not act in any 
affair excepting under the special authority and sanction of his Higpness the 
Imaum. ~ 

4. With regard to the maritime Arabian chiefs, I have much satisfaction in 
enclosing the accompanying Arabic copies and a translation of engagements 
",hich have been entered into by Shaik Khuleefa of Aboothabu, Shaik Mukhoo
tum of Debay, Shaik Abdoollah of Amulgaveen, and Shaik Sultan of Rasel 
Khyma. The first article of these engagements gives our vessels the right of 
search beyond a line drawn from Cape Delgado to Cape Guadel; the second, 
renders any vessel belonging to the above chiefs, found with slaves on board, be
yond the limits specified, liable to seizure and confiscation; the third makes the 
sale of Soomalees an act of piracy. 

5. The restrictive line and other remedial measures suggested by me in my 
letter of the 3d September 1838, have thus been agreed to by the principal Ara
bian chiefs of the Gulf, and with these concessions I was obliged to remain sa
tisfied for the present, -as, with reference to the intrigues now carrying on among 
them by the emissaries of Khilfshid Pasha, it appeared to me impohtic to press 
tHem further' upon a subject they at all times approach with suspicion and 
~eluctance. 

Residency in the Persian Gulf, 
Khar,rack, 19 July 1839. 

1 have, &c. 
(signed) . S. Hennell, 

Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

MINUTE by the Honourable the Governor" subscribed to by the Board, dated 
.21st October. ' 

THl~ Resident's proceedings may be entirely approved. . ' 
He should embrace the first fayourable opportunity of inducinO' the Imaum of 

Muscat to extend the line 01 prohibition of the slave trade by his ~ubjects. 
l' ,The engag€:men:~ el).~ered int? by the lllaritime Arab chiefs are very sa~isfdc
~ory. and the reqUISIte mformatIon should be communicated to the Supennten-

: dent 
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dent of the Indian Navy, in order that he may issue instructions to the several 
officers commllnding vessels of war. ' , , . 

Copy of this letter should be sent to the Governor-general, with a suggestion 
that the aforesaid treaty should be publ:slied in the Government Gazette of this 
presidency. 

Copy also should be sent to the Honourable Court of Directors by an early 
oJ>portuni ty. , 

(signed) J. R. Carnac. 
J. ParIsh. 
G. TV. And~rson. 

TRANSLATION of an :AGREEMENT entered into by Shaik Sultan Bin Suggur,' ChIef 
of llasf;l KhY1llah, dated off Rasel K'hymah, 3d July 1839. 

I, SULTAN BIN SUGGUR, shaik of the, Joasmee tribe, do .hereby declare, that I 
bind and pledge mysQlf to the British Government. in the following engage
ments': 

1. That the Government cruizers, ,whenever they may meet any vessel be
longing to myself or my subjects, beyond a direct line drawn from Cape Del
gado, passing two degrees seaward of the island of Socotra, and ending at Cape 
Guadel, am} shall suspect that such vessel is engaged in the slave trade, the said 
cruizers are permitted to detain or search it. 

2. Should it on examination be ·proved that any vessel belonging to myself 
or my subjects is> ,tarrymg slaves, whether men, women, or chIldren, for sale, 
beyond the aforesaid ,line, then the Government cruizers shall seize and confis
cate such ressel and her cargo; but if' the aforesaid vessel shall pass beyond the 
aforesaid line owing to' stress- of weather, or other case of necessIty not under 
control, then she shall not be seized. 

3. As the selling of males and females, whether grown up or young, who ar~ 
"hoor," or free, is contrary to the Mahomedan religion, and whereas the 
Soomalee tribe i.s included in the" ahrar," or free, J, Sultan Bin Suggur, do 
hereby agree that'the sale of males' and' females, whether young or old, of the 
Soonamallee trib/\ shall be considered as piracy~ and that after four months of 
this date, all those of my people convicted of beIng concerned in such an -act 
shall be punished the same as ·pirates. 

Seal of (L. S ) SIt/tan Bm Suggur. 

(rrue translatIOn.) 
(sigIted) S. Hennell, 

. Jtesident in the Persian Gulf. 
, 

\ , 
Note.-A similar agreement to the above was entered" into by Shaik Khuleefa 

Bin Shakbool. on the 1st July 1839,. and by Shail Mukhtoon~ of Debaye" and 
Shaik Abdoolah Bi»: Rashed, ()f Amulgaveen, on the 2d of the same month. I 

(True copy.) , 

'(signea) S. 'Hennell" 
, Resldent 'ni- the Persian Gulf .. 

l ' 

, . 
From W. S. 'Boyd, Esq ... Secretary tn Government, to tIre Resident in the 
e', " ~tlrSlan Gulf. dated,21 October ~839.. . 

Sir, ~ '( .. 
1. I AM directed by the lIon,ou~able the Gqvern'or in Council to acknowledge 

the receipt of your letter, with enclosures, dated the 19th Jul~ last, No. 60, and 
: to request that you wgI be please4 to embrace th.e first favot,lrab,le opportunity of 

inducmg his Highness the Imaum of Muacat;to extend the line of prohibition of 
the slave trade by his subjects from Diu Head to Cape Guadel, on Ithe coast 
of Mekran. " . " . . j " , 

, 2. The engagements entered into", by the principal maritime Arabian ehIefs 
regarding the slave trade, are considered by the Governor in Council hIghly 
satlsfadory;and he is pleased to approve the l'hole of~your proceedings, now 
reflQrted. ,.' 

238. F'~ " '~,~. The 
• # I 
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, 3. The Superintendent of the Indian Navy has been requested to issue t~ 
necessary instructions to the officers commanding the Honourable Company's 
vesse1s of' war, on the subject of the 'articles of the engagements above 
adverted to. ' 

Bombay Castle, 
21 October 1839. 

I bave, &c. 
(signed) W. S. Boyd, 

Secretary to Government.. 

From W. S. Boyd, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to ,the Secretary 
with the Right honourable, the Governor.general of ]ndw., dated 21 Octo
ber 1839. 

Sir, 
"WITH reference to Mr. Secretary'WiUonghby's letter, dated the 12th Decem

bet last, No. 2379, regarding the slave trade carried on in the Gulf of Persia I 
am dIrected by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you for 
the purpose of being submitted to the Right honourable the Goverrior-gen~ral 
of India, copy of a communication from Captain Hennell, resident in the' Per
sian Gulf, on the same subject, and of my reply thereto, of this date. 

In forwarding these documents 1 am 'desired to request, that the Governor in 
CouncIl may be favoured with the opinion of his Lordship as to the expediency 
of publishing in the Bombay Government Gazette the' engagements regarding 
the slave trade, entered into by the maritime Arabian chiefs~ alluded to in the 
fourth paragraph of Captain Hennell's com:munication. 

, I have, &c. 
(signed) 11". S. Boyd, 

BomJiay Castle, Secretary to GOvernment. 
21 October 1839. 

from IV. S. Boya, Esq.. Secretary to Government, Bom'6ay, to the Superin
tendent of the Indian Navy, dated 21 ,October 1839'. 

Sir, 
IN transmitting to you the enclosed extract, paragraph 4, of a letter from 

the resident in the Persian Gulf, dated the 19th July last, and of the engage
ments therein alluded to, entered into by the maritime Arabian chiefs, regarding 
the slave trade, I am directed liy the Honourable' the Governor in Council to 
request that you will be pleased to issue the necessary orders to the officers 
commanding the Honourable Company's vessels of war, on the subject of the 
articles of the engagements in question. ' ' 

. I have, &c. . 

Born bay Castle, 
21 October 1839. 

(signed) W. S.-Boyd, 
Secretary to Govern~ent. 

, . 
(True ~xtract.) , 

• 
(sig~ed) IV. R. 4forris, 

Secretary to G~vetnment. 

EXTRACT BOMBA;:POLI'I;ICAL CONStTLTA.'1'IPNS, 4 December 1839. 

From T. H. l'faddQ~k,' Esq. Officiatil1~ S~cretary to' G~ver~m~nt ~r ~;w,ia with 
t],e Govern~r-general, to. TV. S. I)oya, Esq. Secretary to, Government, Bombay. 
dated 7 NQvember 1839.' 't} 

, 'i 

I ' Sir'. '. 
J '~ ).f j .;. f ~f " ~)..... ~. 1 

I .AM ~esired by.the Right honourable th~ Governor-general of Jndia to ac. 
knowledge. ~he recelp~ of N.OUl' l~tteJ; of the ~1st \lIto, forwarding copy rf a corres· 
pondenc~ wlth the reSIdent in ,the. Persian G,ulf, and to acquai!lt you in teplv, 

L' ... .. • _" .' t • , that 
\. -(~ J. 

1 ' 
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that his Lordship sees no objection to the publication, in the Bombay Gazette, of 
the engagements regarding slave trade entered into by the marItIme Arabian 
chiefs. 

Camp at Kote Kutchwa, 
7 November 1839. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) T. H. MaddOCk, 

Officiating Secretary to Government of India 
with the Governor-general. 

(Polt,tical Department.) 

THE following engagement, for the suppression of the slave trade in the Persian 
Gulf, entered into with the British Government by each of the four followinO" 
maritiIqe Arabian chiefs, in the month of July last, is published for general info;" ) 
ma~on, namely, Shaik Kuleefa, of Aboothabee; Shaik Mukhtoon, of Debaye; , 
Shalk Abdoollah, of Amulgaveen; and Shatk Sultan Bin Suggur, of Rasel l 

Khymah. 
" I do hereby declare, that I bind and pledge myself to the British Govern-

ment in the following engagements :" I 

1. That the GoveI?lment cruizers, ~heneyer they may meet any vessel belonging : 
to myself or my subjects beyond a dIrect lme drawn from Cape Delgado, passinO' 
two degrees seaward of the island of Socotra, and ending at Cape Guade!, and 
shall suspect that such vessel is .engaged in the slave trade, the said cl'Uizers are I 

permitted to detain and search it. 
2. Should it on. examination be proved that any vessel, belonging to myself,or 

my subjects is carrying slaves, whether men, women, 01' children, for sale, fle
yond the aforesaid 'fine, then the Government eruizers shall seize and confiscate 
such vessel and her cargo; but if the aforesaid vessel shall pass beyond the afore
said line owing to stress ot'weather, or other case of necessity not under con~rol, 
then she shall not be seized. 

3. 'As the selling of males and females, whether grown up or young, whei' are 
"hoor," or free, is contrary to the Mahomedan religIOn, and whereas the Boo
malee tribe is included in the ahrar, or free, I do hereby agree that the sale of 
males and females, whether young 01' old, 'Of the Soomalee tribe, shall be c(lllsi
dered as piracy, and that after four lDonths from this date, all those of myp~"ople 
convicted in being concerned in such an act shall be punished the same as 
pirates. 

By order, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 3 December 1839. 

(signed) L. R. Reid, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. M. lJIorris, 
Secretary to Government. " 

I 

NQ·7· 
\ 

BOM:BA. Y. , , --

EXTRAC'T BOMBAYPOI.ITICA~ CONSULTATIONS, 20 May 1840. No. 2075. 

(No.· 123.) ,,~, ' .. ; , 

From Captain S. Henneli, Resident in Persian Gulf, to L. R. ReuI;Esq. Acting 
Chi~f Secretary to Goyernment, Bombay, dated 1'7 December lS3rJ. 

\ t • I 

Su, . '" . t . . ': 
With t;eference to l\fr. Secretary 'Wathen's letter, No. 2045, in this depart

ment, under date the 30th October'1837~ transmitting a copy of the t~eaty 
concluded by ,Captain -Moresby with the Imaum of Muscat, prombiting the 
traffic in slaves Within certam hmits, 'and at the same time conveying the in-

, structions of. the HonQurable the G6vernor in Council that I should endeavour 
to prevail upon his Highne~s -to consent to an, extensiOIi' d t.hese limits, and to 
concede to us by treaty the rIght of detaini.ng and searching on the' hIgh seas 
any 'vessels ntted out 'from his ports, 'and open to ,the 8llSIJicl(Jn aboye mentioned; 

• ?3,8 ••. ; .. "', ," .. ~ F F 2 ' ::- I I have 
',. 
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NO·7· 
I have now the honour to report, for the information of the Gover~ment, that I . 
have taken the opportunity of my personal communications with- his Highness 

B 0 At 13 A Y • durinO' my present visit, to bring the subject adverted to in the'preceding para: 
graphl:!> to the notice of his !lighne~s: Aftel! so~e ?iseussion, I at;n happy to 
state that I have succeeded III prevaIlmg upon hIS HIghness'to grant the addi
tional privileges asked by the Government, by authorizing the Tight of search 
and extending the boundary line laid down in Captain Moresby's treaty fro~ 
Diu Head to Pussein, the eastern extremity of the territories of, hl:3 Highness on 
the coast of Mekran, thus.locluding the coasts of Kattiawar, Cu.tch, Karatchee 
and upwards of four degrees we~twards, in the limits within which the subject~ 
of Muscat are forbidden to carrron the slave trade. ' 

2. In the course of the discussion his Highness complained much of the con
duct of the crews of the vessels visiting his African possessions, belonging to the 
Arabian ports in the P~rsian Gulf lying between Rasel Khymah and Aboo
thaba. These vess~ls, pe said,- carried off by force or fraud three or four sIav~s 
for everyone purchased there. ,I expressed my regret on hearing this, • and "Fe-

"Vuie2dpara<>rapb ferred to the * arrangements which Shaik Sultan Bin Suggur had informed me 
oflettel to l\1r~Wtl. he had made with his Highness to put a stop to such practices. The Imaum 
~uIghb~, ~o. 15. laughed, and said that he had actually taken 20 stolen slave. out of the vessel ~f 
lD~~~IC:8th eX;~i the -rery individual who had been sent by the Joasmee Shaik on this mission. On 
1818: my asking why his Highness did not increase the strictness of' his port regula .. 

tions, he answered that he had tried every expedient without success, and that 
only one remedy remained, viz. a total prohibition to the Joasmee boats visiting 
Z,anzibaF; , a~d that. prqfi~ed the Goyernment. saw nQ objection,. he.would for
bId then" entrance mto his ports on the Afr:lcan, coast. I replIed, tbaf I con. 
sidered Jlis, Highness ha~ every right to adopt such measures' as he thought ne
cessary to p~t an end to tbis,infamous proceeding. and that I did not imagine' 
the Government would object to his excluding the Joasmees altogether from 
Zanzibar if he thougqt proper; ,but that if his, JVghness desired, I ~ould make 
a reference ~pon the subJect. The Im~!lm answered that :he wished me to 

< 

• On the Mehan 
coast. 

do so. ' 
3. After the warning w)1ich $haik Spltan Bin Suggur has received, regarding 

the conduct of his subjects in the Imaum's possessions oIl. thp. African eoast, and 
which appear:. to have had little effect, 1 do not consider that he has any right to 
,expect that the Government shou\d, come forward tq save him from the conse
quences; and I wouJ,d, therefore r~spectful1y .submit to the Honourable the Go
vernor in Council that his lIignness the Iroaurq shollld, be recommende~ to 
adopt such measures as may appea~ best adapted to put an end to the nefarIOUS 
practices complained of by him. 

4. In doing myself the honour 'to enclose an authenticated copy and transla
tion of the Additional.Artic1es 'noW agreed to by the Imaum, which, at the request 
of' his Highness, were appended to a transcript Qf the treaty entered into with 
him by Captain Moresbiin Sept'ember,1822, , , , 

I have, &c. 

H~ C. Sloop-ot-waJ." Clive, Muscat Cove, 
(signed) S. Hennell, 

Resident Persian Gulf. 
17 Decembef 1839. ': ' 

, , 
~ , 

TltANSLATION of ADDITIONAL A,RTicLES regarding the Suppression ot the Foreign 
Slave Trade enteted into by His Highness See~ Said Bin Sultan, the I,maum 
of llrJuscat.' ..) 

1. 

I .AGltE.E that th(l follo~n~ articles be ~dded to the above trpaty, conciuded . 
by Captam Moresby on the aforesaid date. / - " f • 

1. That the Government cl'uiz.ers, whenever they may meet anvvessel bel,onging' , 
to my subjects beyond a direct line drawn from Cape .Delgado, passing two 
degrees seaward of the" island of Socotra 'and ending at Pussein", and. shall 
su?pect that s~ch vessel is engaged,in the slave trade1 the .said :cruizers are per ..... 
mItted to detain and search it., ! • ,,1 , , ",' - • ,,~ ~.! ,r t 

. 2. 'Sl~otdd it on examination be found that any v~ssel 'bJonging to my subJects 
1S ~arrymg slaves, whether men, women, or children, for $ale .. beyond the afore- : 
salo hne, then the. Government cruizers shall seize and confiscate such vessel and 

~ her"cargo; but if the SQ,id vessel shall pass beyond the aforesaid line owing to: 
- ' -' . , . _. str~s 
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stress of weather. or other case of necessity not under control, then she shall not 
be seized. 

3., As the selling of males and females, whether grown up, or young, who are 
" boor" or free, is contrary to the Mahomedan religion; and whereas the Sooma
lees are included in the hoo. ,01' free; I do here by agree that the sale of males 
and females, whethet young or old of the Soomalee tnbe, shall be considered as 
piracy, and that, four months from this date, all those of my people convicted-of 
being concerned in such an act shall be punished as pirates. , 

Dated 10 Showal 1255 A. H. corresponding to the 17th December A. D. 1839. 

Seal of (L. s.) Sezd Bin Sultan. 

, I (T~'ue translatiQu.) 

(signed) S. Het/nell, 
Resident Persiau Gulf. 

(No. 15 of 1840.) 
; 

From Captain S.llennell, Resident in ~he Pers~an Gulf, to J. P. W,lloughby, Esq. 
Secretary to Government, Bombay, dated 16 February 1840. 

Sir, 
r KAVB the honour to acknowledge the receIpt of Mr. Acting Secretary Boyd's 

letter, No. 1796, in'.thls department, dated 21st Octoher last, directing me to 
embrace the first favourable opportunity of inducing his Highness the Imaum of 
Muscat to extend tlie line of prohibition of the slave trade by his suhjects from 
Diu Head to Cape~Guadel 'on the coast of Mekran. 

2. 'My letter from Muscat, No. 123, in this depattment, under date the 17th 
December last, will have made 'the Honourable the Governor in Council ac
quainted with the successful result of my negociations with his Highness on this 
point; the only difference being thatl the boundary line was made to terminate 
at Pussein instead of Guadel, the Imaum having objected to the latter place as 
being situated within his possessions on the Mekran coast. 

3. As the distance between Cape Guadel and Pussei:r1 is not mor~ than 70 mIles, 
the'difFerence is of small consequence, as I venture to hope that the objects 
contemplated bv the Government have been sufficiently attained by the conces
sions which his "Highness has Deen prevailed upon to make lIpon points he IS in 
general exceedingly unwillIng to brmg \tnder any discussion. 

I have, &c. 
(signed)' S. Hel'n~ll, 

Residtrllt in the Persian Gulf. 

No.7· 
BOMBAY. 

~ , 
,MEMORANDUM: by the Secreta!y to ,Government, dated.10 April 1840. Nil. 2077-

• H 

1. IN consequen'ce of a seizure of slaves effected at Po~ebunder towards the 
end of 1835, the attention of the Bombay Government was directed to the fact 
that an extensive slave trade was carried on between the PQrts in. the ,Red, Sea 
and Persian Gulf, and those of Kattywar and Cutch: a discussion ensued' 
respecting the best mode of ef'tectually s~ppre~sing this nefarruus traffic. ' 

2: On the 30th October 1837, the resident in the Persian' Gulf was instructed 
to endeavour to prevail on his Highness tlie Imaum o£ Muscat to extend the 
provisions of the treatY,coneluc1ed,by Captain- Moresby, So as to'include the 
provinces of Katty>var and Catch, and to obtain permission from his HIghness 
to search vessels fitted 'out frQ:t:r ,his ports suspected of bemg engaged in the' 
slave trade. ,\'" ." : '\ : _ . • ': ~ , 

~ 3. Captain Moresby'S treaty, ~iated the 29th A~gust 1822, merely prohibited 
the slave trade by subjects of the Imaum, if found to the eastward cf a hne 
drawu from Cape Delgado, passlIll1 east of Socotra on to Dux Head, the western 
point ofthe Gulf.of Camhay. ,;, '\, ,~, ','to' , ' ' 

'4. On the same o~casion the teSi.d~nt was instructed to endeavour to conclude ' 
similar engagements with the other A~"'abian chiefs of the Persian Gulf. 
•• :238• "" "'., i' JI' 3 " 5: Ou 

* ~ ~ \.~' • \ I * " 
\.. • ..... " f 4' ,4. \ v r~ ~ 

• , I \ \ 
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5. On the 19th July 1839, Captaix{ Henn~Il reported that the Arab chiefs 
noted in the margin, had entered into an e~gagement of ~hree articles, pro

II 0 MBA Y. hibitory of the slave trade. By the first, the rIght of search IS conferred on our 
1. S~~fd vessels beyond a hne drawn from Cape Del~a?o t~ Cape Guadel, in Mekran. 

of Aboothubee. By the liecolld, vcssels found beyond those lImIts "'~h slaves on board are de
li. Shaik l\Il,lktoom elared liable to seizure and confiscation. By the thud, the sale of Soomalees is 

NO·7· 

of Debay. declared an act of piracy, . 
3· Sh

f
8
A
lk Abluoollilb 6. These engaO'ements have been published in the Government Gazette, and 

o rou gaveen • °h C! • d f th 1 d' , ~ l' ~ 
4. Shalk Sultan of orders lS5\lecl to t e .oupcrmten ent 0 e n laD. navy, lor t leU' enlorcement by 

RaselKhymab the officers of the Indian navy. 
, 7. On the 21st October 183~, the resident was again requested to embrace 
the first 'opportunity of inducing the Imaum of Muscat to extend the line of 
prohibition of the slave trade by his subjects from Diu Head to Cape Guadel 
on the coast of Mukran. 

8.'In the meantime Captain Cpgan was sent by Her Majesty's Government 
to conclude a treaty with the Imaum of Muscat, according to a printed draft 

J furnished for his guidance. In his letter forwarding copy of a treaty entered 
iuto uy the lmaum, Captain Cogan observes, "The abolition of slavery in his 
Highness' dl>minions, which is a subject of much solicitude with Her Majesty's 
Goyernmen~ has only been advanced by the more formal confirmation of the 

I'tdC8lticleXV. of trettty of IB~2, and WIth permission for the ships and vessels of the East India 
the treat) Company to give force and effect to its stipulations. which had previously been 

interdicted." In the same letter, this officer states it to be his opinion, "that 
there are serious difficultles in obtaining further amicable concession.o; from the 
government of Muscat, unless we tender some pecuniary equivalent, supported 
by naval protectIOn against the neighbouring Mahomedan powers interested in 
the countenance of the slave trade." 

9. Under these clfcumstances, it is highly satisfactory to observe from Captain 
Hennell's leport, of .the-17th December last, that he has succeeded ill obtaining 
much more extensive concessions from the Imaum than those obtained by Cap
tain Cogan. His Highness has in fact acceded to the wishes of this Govern. 
ment, " by authorizing tl1e right of search, and extending the boundary line laid 
down in Captain Moresby'S treaty, from Diu Head to Pussein, the eastern extre· 
mity of the territories of his Highness on the coast of Mukran, thus including 
the coasts of Katty)Var, Cutch, Kurachee, and upwards of four degrees westward, 
in the limits within which the subjects of Muscat are forbidden to carryon the 
slave trade." . 

10. I cannot more strongly point out the great advance which, with proper 
care and vigilance, may now be made in suppressing the. slave trade, than by 
notIcing the fact mentioned in one of Captain Outram's recent despatches, that 
110 less than between 700 and 800 slav-es are annually imported at Kurachee in 
Smde.' $ • 

11 The Honourable Board's consideration is 'requested to the second and fol
lo"mg paragraphs of the resident's letter of the 19th December last; the only 
way 'in which the evils therein noticed can be checked, appears to be to leave hIS 
Highness the Imaum free to adopt such measures as he may deem expedient. 

12. In a subsequent letter, dated the 16th February 1840, Captain Hennell 
explains, that the new boundary line is made to terminate at Cape Pushein, in
",tead of Guadel, "the Imaum having objected to the latter place, as being 
sltuated within his possessions on the Mekran coast:" the distance between the 
t\\O capes, however, is stated to be only 7() miles. 

13. The new t.rea,ty should perhaps at once be published in the Government 
Gazette, and the Superintendent of the Indian navy be directed to adopt effectual 
measurps for its enforcement. The political agents ill Kattywar, Cutch, and 
Lo~er Sin de, should also be informed of the extension of the boundary line, so as 
to m;lude ~he POTts an~ coasta within their jurisdictioll. Captain Hennell's pr~· 
ceedlllgs wIll doubtless receive the warm commendations of Government, and It 
~nay perhaps be delmled advisaple to address his Highness the lroaum of Muscat 
In smtable terms, when the opportunity might be taken of sending presents or 
equal value to those recently received from Muscat. Finally, these proceedings 
may be reported to the Government of India and the home authorities. ' • 

( ~ I 10-' ~ , 

' .. ~ - (signe?) J. P. Will()~ghhy. 
,;c 10 Aprill840. : Secretary to Government. 
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MINUTE by the Honourable the Governor, sul>scnbed to by the Board, dated 
13 AprIl 1840. 

THE information embodied in the memorandum is highly satisfactory. It has 
long been an object of great solicitude with thIs Government that the Imaum 
should be prevailed upon to extend the limits within which the slave trade was 
prosecuted by subjects of hIS kingdom, which extended to the coasts of countries 
subject to the tributarIes of this Government, or to states in alliance wIth it. A 
very considerable traffic has long been known to have been cd.rrled on, more 
particularly from Africa, with the Portuguese settlement of. Din, on the coru,t of 
Kattywar, with the port of Mandavee, jn Cutch, and wIth those in Semde.' By 
the arrangements effected wIth his Highness the Imanm,' through the agency of 
.captain Hennell, that officel" has -the merit of haVIng effectually put it in Mr 
power to exclude the slave trade on the long line of coast extenumg from Bombay 
to Cape Push~in in Muhan. For this valuable. service Captain Hennell should 
receive the thanks of this Government, and at the same tIme a letter should be 
addressed to the Imaum, expressive of the high satisfaction of the BrItish Govern
ment at receiving the gratifymg intelli~ence of his co-operation in the accom
plishment of an object in whICh the BrItish nation take the deepest mterest, and 
that, in the opinion of this Government, his Highness could not have gIven a 
bettcr proof of hiS fliendship I approve of the ,suggestion in the Secretary's 
memorandum, that the opportunity of addressmg this letter should be taken for 
the return of the presents we have recently received from Ius HIghness. The 
treaty concluded wlth the Imaum to be publIshed in the Government Gazette, 
and the other recommendatIOns in the memorandum to be adopted. 

(signed) J R. Car'nac. 
J. Farish. 

13th Apnl 1840. G. W. Anderson. 

(Political Department.) 
NOT1FICATI0K. 

llls HIghness Seid Said Bin Sultan, the Imaum of Muskat, having, on the 
17th of December 1839, consente4 to the three following articles being added to 
the treaty concluded with his HIghness by Captain Moresby, under date the 
29th of August 1822. prohiblting any traffic in Elaves being ca1'1'led on by sea 
withm certain limits in his Highness's terntorIes, the same are now published for 
generalmformatton. 

" I agree that the following artIcles be added to the above tr~aty concluded by 
Captam Moresby. on the aforesaId date." 

NO·7 
BOMBAY. 

No,I!078. 

1. " That the Government cruizers, whenever they may meet any vessels belong-
mg to my subjects, beyond a direct line drawn fl'om Cape Delgado, passmg two . 
degrees sea ward of the island of Socotra, and endmg at PU8sein '"', and shall sus- .. On the ~lckran 
pect that such vessel is engaged in the slave trade, the saId crUlzers are pel'- coast, 
mit ted to detain and search it:' . 

2 ... Should it on examination be found that any vessel belongmg to my sub
jects is carrymg slaves, whether men, women, or chIldren, for sale, beyond the 
aforesaId line, then the Government cpuizers shafl seue and confiscate such ves
sel and her cargo; hut If the said vessel shall pass beyond ,the aforesaId line 
owing to stress of weather, or other case of necessity not under control, then she 
shall not be seized." 

3. ,. As the sellinO' of males and females, whether gI'own up, or young, who 
are' hool" or free, is ~ontrary to 'the ¥ahomedan reFgion; and whereas the Soo
malees are included in the hoor or free; I do hereby agree that the sale of males_ 
and females, whether young 01' old. of the SO()l'nale~ tribe, shall be conSIdered as 
piracy, and that four months from 'this date' all those ~f my people convicted of 
being Concerned . in such an act shall be punished as pirates.. Date!! 10th 
Showal1255 a. R. c?rl'esponding .to t1!e 17th DecemberI" D. 1839~" ~" 
.. Seal of (L. s.} 'Seid Bin-Sultan. 

(True tr:fnslation.) ",.:' ~ ,. 
" \ 'lr. ... 

, (signed) 'S: He~nell, Resident Persian Gulf. 
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(No. 989.) ,~ 
• • .,.... -*.\, 

RESOLUTION or Government in'the Political Depa~ent, dated 18 May 1640. 
, " r I f,r' ',' 

ORDERED That a copy of the above Notification 'be' transferred to the' Persian 
Department: that ~he sam~ may bp published in the next Government Gazette, 
in the Arabic, Persian,.Guzerattee and Mahratta languages. . . 

Ordered also, 'That, an extract paragrah 1, o( ~h~ ,commumcat~o~ fz:om I the 
resident in the P'ersI~n Gulf, dated the 17th December last, be transferred to the 
Persian Department, with a request, that a letter may Jhere be prepared to the 
address of the Imaum of Muscat, e~pressive of the high satisfaction which the 
BritIsh Government has derived in, receiving the present gratifyin,g: intelligence' 
of hIS Highness's co-operation in .the accomplis~ment .of an .obje~t in which the' 
.British nation takes the d~epeqt lJlterest, and mformmg hIS HIghness~that,he 
. could 'not have afforded Government a better prQof, of his ,friendship and regard. 

Ordered further, That when the above letter is transmitted to the Imaum of 
Muscat, It be accompanied by presents from this Government to his Highness, 
equal in value to those lately received from his Highness, on his return to Mus
cat; the Persian secretary selecting' such articles as, in }lis opinion; wIll be 
most acceptable to his Highness.' f , • 

" (signed) , J. P. Willoughby, 
. Secretary to Government. ) 
I, , 

(No. 990 Of 1840.) 
'\ 

From J. P. TYzlloughby, .Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, To Captain 
S. Hennell, 'Jtesident in the. Persian Gulf, dated 18 May 1840. 

Sir, 
~ t! ' I," ) r' J q 

1. I AM directed to, ackUQwledg~ _tbe _;receipt of your letters, dated the 17th 
December, No. 123 of 1839, and the 16th February, No. 15 of 1840, reporting 
the successful result of your negociations wit-q the.Ima'Um..of Muscat, jn inducing 
his Highness to extend the line of prohibition of the slave" trade by his subjects 

s!~ (ff1J::--- .from Diu Head to Cape Pussein on thecoastof,Mekfan.'·,· ' '1 " " , I', 

~' 2. In reply, I am. desit'ed ,to' obsenr.e, that it has long been an object of great, 
solicitude WIth the British Government that the Imaum should be prevaIled 
upon to extend the limits, within which the. slave trade! has ,been prosecuteq by 
subjects of his Highp~ss's kingd,c;m" 'Yhich, ex,tendellto th~ coasts of countries sub
ject to, the tributaJiies of this Gov~r!lment, 'or .to states in, alliance ''Wi~h it. and to' 
communicate to you ~lIe warI1:lest comm~n~atiQn of, the Honourable the Gover
nor in Counpil for y'~ur valuaple e~ertions in 'obtaining such an extensive con-
cessionfromtQ.elIl}.aum'Rs,t4atnowrep~»:ted. '1 ,_ .t, -'" ' 

3. A very considerable traffic in .~laves has lon~ bffn knowlt to have been carried 
on, more particularly from Africa, with the Portuguese settlement of Diu, on the 
coast,o.£ Kattywar, with the port of ,Mandavie in C\ltch; and with those in Scinde. 
By. the ~rral,l~em~nts ."hich have now been effected thr?ug~ youl' • instrumen
tality. ~lth hIS: H,lg~;ne~s t~e lmaum, ,Government w~lI ha!,e the pow.e~ effectu
ally of excludm&, ~hls nefanous trade, on, the long line of coast extendlDg from 
Bombay to Qape Pussein, in 'Mehan: a service whIch 'is duly: estimated by the 
Governor in' Council. .' , " ' , 
: 4. Enclosed is translation -of a letter whi~h has been 'addressed by the Honour
ahl~ the ,Governor, to l1i~' 'Highness' the Imaum, expre'ssive of the high satis-

"factIOn o~ G~~el'Dinent lIl:' receiving the gratifying intelligence of his, Highness's 
co-operatIOn In the 'accomplishment of an object in 'Which'the'British nation has 
ever taken the deepest interest, and intimatinO' that his Highness could not have 
afforded. a bette~ proof ot his j friendship and r~gard. 

5. 'Vlth ret:erence to the second -and following paragraphs of your letter, dated 
t~~.17th D.ec.~ber last, I am desired to inform you that th'e.Govemol' in Coun,. 
cIlls.of opl.motrthat ~e only, "Way in ,which the evils therein plentioned can be 
checked, WIll be by leaving the Imaum free to,adopt suell measures as his High- . 
~ess may deem. ~xpedient.· " , ;,,' .' . 

A _ ~ ( ;. it ~The 
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6. The new treaty agreed to by, his Hi~hnesi, wiU immediately be published 
in the Govern~ent G.azette at thIS PresIdency, and the Superintendent of the 
Indian Navy wIl~ be. dIrec.ted to adopt effec~ual measures for its enforcement. 

7. A commUDlcatIOn wIl~ also. be a~dressed t~ the political agents in Katty
war, Cutch, an~ Lower SlI~de, mformmg those officers of the extension of the 
new boundary hne, so as to mclude the ports and coasts within their jurisdiction. 

I have, &c. 
(signed)J J. P. TFilloughby, 

Bombay Castle, 18 May 1840. Secretary to Government. 

(No. 991 of 1840-Political Department.) 

"From J. P.lfillougkby, F~q. Secretary to Government, Bomboy, to the Superin
tendent of the In~ian Navy, dated 18 May 1840. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by' the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit for 

your information, an extract paragraph 1, from a letter from Captain Hennell, 
the Resident in the Persian Gulf, dated the 17th December last, together with 
translations of three articles which his Highness the Imaum of Muscat bas 
consented to being added to the treaty concluded with his Highness by Captain 
Moresby, under date tbe 29th August 1822, ~robibiting any traffic in slaves 
being carried on within certain limits in his HIghness's tep-itories; and to re
quest that: you will be pleased to adopt effectual measures for the enforcement 
within the extended boundary of the further prohib~tion now agreed to by His 
Highness. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 18 May 1840. 
(signed) J, p! Wzlloughhy, 

Secretary to Governpient. 

(No. 992 of 1840-Poli!ical Department.) 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bomhay, to the Poli-
tical Agent in Kattywar, dated 18;May 1840. : 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Honourable the 'Governor in CounCIl to tra:Q.smit, for your 

information, an extractparagrapIl 1, from a letter from CaptaitJ. Hennell, the 
resident in the Persian Gulf; dated the'17th December last.' together with trans
lations of three articles which his Highness the Irnalim of Muscat has consented 
to being added to the treaty con.cIuded with bis Highness by Captain ,Moreshy, 
under date 29th August 1822, prohibiting any traffic in slaves 'being carried on 
within certain limits in his Highness'£l territories. 

2. In these additional articles the Imaum of Muscat authorizes the right of 
search, and extends the boundary line laid down in Captain Moresby'S treaty, 
from Diu Head to Pussein, the eastern extremity of the ~erritories of his High
ness on the coast of Mekran, thus including the co~ts 'of Katteewar, Cutch, 
Khurachee, and upwards of four degrees westward, in the ~ltS within which 
the subjects of Muscat are now forbidden to carryon the slave trade. , 

3. In forwarding this communication, 1 am tlesired to request tp.at you wil~ be 
ple~sed to adopt such measures as may appear to you to be necessary, from t1Ule 
to tIme, for preventing the importation of slaves by any subjects of Muscat! on 
the line of coast within the range of your jurisdiction, reporting your proceedIngs 
for the information of Government. 

I have, &c. ",' 
(signed) , J. P. Willoughby, 

" ~ Bombay Castle, 18 May 1840.., Secretary ,to Governmen~. 
, ~e same as' above, to the political agent in, Lower Si~de· (No 993), and the-

politIcal agent in Cutch (No. 994). ' 0 ' 

~L GG ",:1 ,,-' . 
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{No. 995 of 1840.--Political Department.) 

From J.P. WillQ~g My, Esq. Secretary 'to Gove~ment, Bombay, to T. H. Maddock" 
Esq.c Secretary to the Government of I-ndia, dated 18 May 1840. . 

Sir, 
To the Secretary with the Governor-ge· 1. WITH reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, 

nerat orIndla, dated 11 July 1838. relative to the traffic in slaves carried on in the Persian Gulf. I 
Fromditto, ditto, dated 6 August 1838• dir d b h H bl th G . C '1 ' T d tt ditto dated ill Dec 1838. a~ ecte y t e onoura e e overnor lU OunCl to 
F~m d:tt:' dItto,' dateds January 1839' transmit to you, for the purpose of'submission to the RiO'ht 
To ditto: ditto, dated III Oct. 1839' honourable the Governor-general of India in Council, extr~ts 
Frorry ditto, dItto, dated 7 Nov. 1839. from'the further proceedings Qf this Government on the same 
From ditto, ditto, dated 113 March 184°· b' t 
To I ditto, ditto, dated 4 May 1840. su ~ec . 

2. From Captain Hennell's letter, dated the 17th December last. the Go-· 
vernment ot Ind~~ will he gratified to perceive that the Imaum of Muscat has 
consented to three articles being added to the treaty concluded with his High
ness by Captain Moresby, under date the 29th August 1822, in which. his 
Highness authorizes the right of search, and extends the boundary line laid 
down in Captain Moresby's treaty from Diu Head to Pussein, the eastern 
extremity of the territories of his Highness on the coast of Mekran, thus in
cluding the coasts of Katteewar, Cutch, Khurachee, and upwards of four degrees 
westward, in the limits within which the subjects of Muscat are now forbiddeIJ. 
to carry On the slave trade. ' 

3. Enclosed is copy of a summar! drawn up by Mr. Secretary Willoughby, 
in which a review is taken of the proceedings which, during the last three years, 
have been adopted by this Government for the purpose of suppressing the traffic 
in slaves in the PerSIan Gulf. 

4. Copies of the orders which have been issued by this Government, conse
quent on the receipF of Captain Hennell's letter, dated 17th December last, are 
herewith fQl'warded \for the information of his Lordship in Council. 

\ Ihp~k 
I (signed) J. P. Willoughby. 

130mbay Qastle,,18 May 1840. Secretary to Government. 

(True -extract.) • 
(sign~d) L. R. Reid, 

Chief Secretary. 

(No. ~6 of 1840-Political Department.) 

"From A. Hamerton, Captain in Political Duty, Muscat, to L. R. Reid, Esq .• 
'Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay,. dated 1 July 1840. 

Sir, 
. 1 HAVE the ru;nour to forward the accompanying letter from his Highness the 

Imaum to the address of the Honourable the Governor. " 

I nave, &c. 

Mus~atJ 1 July lS4Q. 
\signed) , .A. Hamerton, . . 

Captain in Po~itical' Duty, .Muscat: 

} i vr l' .. 

(Persian Depa~tment.) 
SUBST.ANCE of a LETTlUl from Hjs Highness the Ima,um of MU4cat to the Honour· 

,able the Qovernor, dated 21). Rubee Oolakhir (30 June~ and received'; July 
1840. -, , 

A.O. , . . 
TI!~ letter which your Honour sent by the steamer- came to my hands at an 

auspICIOUS bme. ~nd afforded me great pleasure. . 
1 h~\re understood its contents, especially that part which has reference to wha,t 

Capt.am Henn~ll,. resident In the Persian Gulf, has written to your Honour, re
gardmg the fixing of the limits within which the· slave trade is prohibited. What 
be has communicated to your Honour is true: He explained to me the wishes oC 

t' G?vernment. 
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Government. and I assented to them. saying, that whatever Government wished 
and was in my power, I was ready to do. .' . 

The artlcles whic4 your Honour was pleased to forward t9 me ill charge of the 
captain of the steamer, have Qeen receIved agreeably to the bst. Y ou;r Ho~o11l' 
needed not undergo all this trouble, for I have always been under great obliga
.tions to Government from time\! bygone. and It IS not in my power to make" 
retum, except by my prayers to God on your behalf. 

(si~ed) TV. R. Morris, 
Secretary to Government . 

. (True copies.) 

,(signed) L. R. Reid, 
Chief Secretary. ' 

EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from Bombay, dated 30 September 1838. 

No '1 
J~ 0 lIlll ~ Y. 

Para. 33. W:.e beg to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court, that, not- Cutch Slave Trade 
withstanding a proclamation was issued, and other active measures taken by his 
Highness the Rao in Cutch, to prohlbit and prevent the traffic in slaves in his 
sea-ports, 26 slaves were recently imported into Mandavie. 

34. The resident in Cutch reported in hls letter, dated the 26th July last, PolitICal Consulta. 
that these slaves were brought from Zanzibar and Mombassa, and landed clan- tIOD,19Sept.1838. 
destinely by the importers, who were more easily enabled to effect that object in No. 4532 to 4536, 
consequence of the duty formerly levied on the importation of slaves, having 
been discontinued. The fact of those slaves having been landed at Mandavie 
was not dIscovered for. many weeks after the arlival of the vessels in which they 
were imported. 

35. As soon as it became known, however. to the durbar officers on the spot, 
they immediately reported it to the Rao, and his HIghness ordered the whole of 
the slaves, and the people who impOJ:ted them, to be lIent to Bhooj, when the 
owners urged in theIr defence that they thought that the prohjbitlOn only e;t" 
tended to slaves meant for sale; and" as they did not intend to part with those 
in their possession. they had l~nded them. 

36. One of the merchants also declared that he had brought eight mallOl aud 
.female slaves with him, during a temporary visit to Cutch, al1d informed the resi
dent that he would nave left them at ZanzIbar until Ius return, could he have 
found anyone there' to take proper care of them. DUl'ing his absence, one of 
the tindals asserted that he had purchased a boy for the purpose of adopting him. 
another lad had come as the carpenter of the vessel; a thi.rd was forwarded as 
an act of alleged charity, he belllg picked up destitute and unowned; aud two 
girls were stated to have been sent expressly to be married to two slave boys 
belonging to- the household of Tuckhur Mowjee Gopaul, of Mandavie, ~he agent 
of the Imaum of Muscat at that port, and his brothers, the £armel's of the cllstollls 
both at Mombassa and Zanzibar. ' , 

37. Colonel Pottinger, however, observed that full credit should not be given 
to all these e~planations. although many (perhap$ most) of them might be true, 
and that the lI)timate intercourse carried on between ZanZlbar and Mombassa, 
where the slave trade is legal, and Mandavie, .where it is prohIbited, must render 
it almost imposslble entu'ely to !!top the transit of slaves from and to these portl. 

38. As a precautionary measure against the sale of the slaves, his HIghness 
the Rao took bonds from their owners to produce them when called on j and also 

.to abide by any mstructlOns which the Government might be pleased to'issue. 
,Colonel Pottinger fUl'ther stated that his Highnesa was ready either to order the 
slaves to be set at liberty, 'or to cause.the whole of them to be conveyed ba,clfo:. to
the ports from whellC~ they werf) brought. but he (the Rao) doubted whethef any 
()f them would feel dIsposed to return, except in the company of their masters. 

39. Colonel Pottinger, availed himself of this opportunIty. to point oVt to his 
Highness the Rao. the-necessity DC repeatlllg hili prodamation; and, in ord~ the 
mOl'e ~ffectually to check this nefarious t:z:ade. to compel the owner pf each. boat -' . 
.that cleared out thereafter fo,r the coast .of Africa. to enter Into a bond. not' to' 

~38.. .' G G 2 ' brirlg ... 
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bring back 'slaves on any pretence whatever. This recommendatioIi has been 
entirely approved of by us. " I!, ; (), ! ",' ", 

40. With regard, to the- disposal of these slaves; [we ,were"bf -opinion that 
those.who were bondJide the, household ser\ra!lts of their ~asters, and had lived 
with them for some tIme, past, should not be Interfered WIth, further than effec .. 
tually to ptevenf. their sale; and with respect to those who' were recently pur
chased, we considered, that their freedom should be offered to them, with libert, 
to proceed wherever they chose; but that in' tho event of their declining this 
offer, measures I3hould be taken to prevent their sale. Instructions to the above 
effect have been, issued to'the resident in Cutch, and; at the, same time that 
officer was apprised that we. saw no 'Objection to the two girls above alluded to 
lJUarrying the, tWQ slave boys in the service of Tuck.kur Mowjee Ghopaul, pro
vided that the marriage was contracted with their free consent, and with a clear 
,understanding that they possessed their freedom. 

41. It is a source of much satisfaction to us to observe the interest which hi!J 
HighIl,~s$ the Rao of Cutch takes in suppressing the slave trade within his 
,dominions. 

EXTRACT PQLlTlCA~ DESl'A:~C:a to, .Bomhay, , dated 23 October (Noon) 1839. 

Para. 10. THE conduct of the Rao in' the case of slave trade, reported in 
Lietltena~t-colone~ Po~ing~'s letter ,of 26th July 1838, seems to have been 
highly proper. 

r' 

EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATION, 19 September 1838. 

From SenrJ Potii;iger,' Esq. 'Re'si~e'nt in , 'Cutch, to' .1. P: IPtlloughby, Esq. 
~ecretary to Government, Bombay, dated 2~ July- 1~38. , 

.~ I 'I' , ,~ \ .. J" ) ~ r f , J ' 

SIr, 1ft \ , 'II t I ; t' 

No. 45aa. I REClRET toJl~v~~)repOJ;tt,for tJJe inform~tion{)f the Honourable the Governo1" 
in Council, that notwi~hstal1diugl ~he prpclaroation "issued" and other ,measures 
taken by hi~ Highnes~, the )Bao o( Cutch, ',to prohibit and Rrevent anything or 
the ,kind, 2(1 slave~ l\'er~ btQught this season by boats frorp.: Zan,zibar and, Mom-
bassa to Mandavie. , i 

2. The duty formerly levied on the importation of slaves having been for
'mally cancelled" the persons to!, whom these belonged took advantage _of that 
circumstance to land lhem' cl?ndestinely, and !he_ fact of their being in Man
davie was not discovered ror ixuiny weeks subsequent to the arrival of the vessels 
11\ which they ~ame. I I , , c 1 ' I , , , I I' r , 

3. As soon as it became known, to ,the ilurbar officers .on the spot, it was 
'reported to the Raa, and his Highness ordered the whole of the slaves, and the 
lleople WJIO ,imported them, to be $ent to Bhooj, 'where a .statement was, at my 
request, taken from the latter, of which I have the honollr to 'enclose the trans-
!atedsubstance.. " c", J, • ':' " ' , r, 

4. These individlIals -declare they. thought that the prohibition only extended 
·to slaves meant for sale; and it will be observed, from. the explanations theY' 
have given, that none of them admit they had such an intention. One man has 
_brought eight mare and female~slaves with him dUl'ing a temporary visit t() 
.cutch, and he told me himself he would' have .left them at Zanzibar until hi& 
-return, could he have found anyone to take proper care of them .during his 
absence. ' One of the tindals a:Jserts; that he, bought a boy For the purpose' of 
adop~ing him; another lad came as the carpenter 'of the t~ssel; a third was for-

,. warded as .all act of alleged charity, -he being picked up destitute and uJ,lowned; 
and two gtrls are stated, to have been sent expressly w be married to two slave 
boys belong,ing to the houseb'old of Tukur Mowjee Gopall, of 'Mandavie. who is 
the agent of the Imaum of Muscat at that port, and his brothers, the farmers or 
the ,cUf\tomll botq.1:I.t Mombas~a and~ Zanzibar. ., ,l J ~ ,A : I; ~J :. • 
, 5. Full credit s~10uld not perhaps be given to all the explanations, but many 
(per~ap's most) of, them 'may be true.·a:nd i the intimate intercourse carried on 
-between Zanzibar llnd Mombassa, wht!re the slave trade is leO'al, and Mandavie.' I Ie.,. 

, '" I.: wl1ere. 
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where it is prohibited, must render it almost impossible to entireTy stop the 
transit of slave~ back and forward. ' ' I 

, 6. The Rao has taken- bond from the owners of the slaves to produce them 
when called cn, and also to ,abide br any instructions which the Government 
may be pleased to issue; ,his Highness is ready either 'to order the slaves to be set 
at liberty,< or to see the whole of them conveyed back to the ports from which 
they were brought, but he doubts whether any of them 'Will be inclined to go; 
who do not accompany their mnstersp ,', . ' 

'1. Whatever ,rna y be the decision of the Honourable the Governor in Council 
in the present instance; I have pointed out to, his Highness the Rao the necessity 
for repeating his proclamation, and makmg ·the owner of each boat that clears 
out hereafter for the coast of Africa, enter into a bond not to bring back slaves 
on any pretence. 

I hllve, &tc. 

Bhooj Residency, 26 July 1838. 
,(signed) Henry Potttnger; 

,Resident in Cutch. 

'MEMORA.NDUM of 26 Slaves, brought to the 'Bunder of Mandavie from the Coast 
of Africa and Arabia. 

No. I.-IIi the boat Ram Pussa, tindal and owner, Nakwo Jaffer'Budhalo: 

1. Man named Nusseeba, about 40 years old, purchased for 20 dollars at, 
Muscat by Beereeata Hussain, for the alleged purpose of belDg used in his boat 
and in his house. 

No. 2.-ln the, Sujal Pussa, tindal, Malim ,Nurse.e; owner, Tukur Waljei 
, , Huns~vee : ' , 

1. Boy named Bhoorakoo, about 12 years old, purchased at Zanzibar, b>" Sekh 
'Gool Mahomed, at the price of 201 dollars. for hIS household service. 

2. Boy mimed Katnees, about 12 years old, purchased at Zanzibar for 19 
dollars, by Tukur Megjee Monauvee, to be employe~ in his garden. 

3. Man' named Moeerjeh Mehjee, about 22' years old, bought at Zanzibar for 
25 dollars, byTukut Heeja Oornursee, to be employed on' his land in the village 
of Bhamnajee. \ , 

f" • I J 

No. 3.:"'1n', the' KadureeYil, tind--al ana owner, Nak;wo Dado ;.'tpe boat i~ mort.. 
o gage~ ~o Sah Veek.umsee TeJpall. I 

• ... .. j Ii t 

1. Boy, named Mohbho, about 11 years old, bought by the tindal at Mom-
basur, for 20 -dollars, to be' employed in the boat.' , ' , . 

2. Boy, named Nusseeba; about IS' yearS 'old; bought for 20 dollars, and 
brought over by Abrahim, in I place of another slave whom he left to take' care 
of his property at Mombasur. . "", ,t" , , 

3. Man, named Kamees, about 25 years of age. This slave is sent 'by Luckoo; 
of Mombasur, in charge of Tukur Kutoo Dhunjee; ,for delivery' to 'freek<J at 
Mandavte, who has absconded sOllle time 'a~.' " ' , 

f • It I 11) I 1\ I 1 .. ," 

'No. 4.-In 'the Gunjoo Su1arGhte~;',tinda1, Nakw01 Abaul~ Byanee; ~wner. 
, _ - ',' ,!UKU; pee~h~.~~~u~~ee~ '. ",.' . 

1. Boy, named Jummo. about 14 year!! old, bought at ,Zanzibar fot 19 dollars, 
by the ttndal. to pe employed in.the boat., < ., i , ' ,', " , 

2. Boy, naUled VJJleydhee, abO\lt 1,0 years oldt,commissioned by Tukul' Pisso, 
and purc~ase~ at ZallZlba~ for 20 dollars, to- be employed as a playfeUow;with 
the tukur s. cluldren. ) , ,)" / <. " '" / 

, ~ \ I ,i> f 1 r 'l f ~ , ,,f" 

" No. 5.-ln the Koteeah Vusseesul, 'tindal, Sa'Vee; owner, Gopall Jtltllallee. 
I ~:> ~ .. , - ~ 'f'\ r, . , I I \) '{' {, ... 

,,1., Boy. named 'Singorah," about 10-year!! old" purchased at Zanzibar for 18 
dollars, by the tindalj f01-" the purpose of being adopted as his hetr, he bejng him-
self childless. ; , 

238. G G 3 Nci 6.-ln 
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CORRESPONDEN.9E ON THn SLAVE TRADE, 

No. 6.-In the Gunjah, tindal, Pabho PudU:msee Malim; own~r", .1 

: , Prerojei Jethanee. . .;,' 

1. ;\Ian, named' Singorah, about 22 years oldl exchanged by the tinda!. at 
Zanzibar, for another alave who had been long in his hands. 

2. Boy, named Nussecba, about 10 years old, commissioned by Waeevet 
Dhayeeo Salanee, for his own use, in the service of his boat and his family, and 
purchased at Zanzibar for 13 dollars. , . 

, , . 
No. 7.-ln the Tutchkheir, tindal, Kheto Malim; owner, Tukur Morarjei 

Bhanjee, chartered by Tukur Gopall Mowjee. 

). Man, named Bhuracks, about 20 years old, bought for 20 dollars at Mom
baaur by the tindal, to be employed in his boat. 

In the Runchor Pussa, tindal, Adhoo Malim; 0'Y,ner, Gopall Mowjee. 
1. Man - - mimed Bhur~ks • - ,abollt 25 years old. 
2. ,\Voman " Tumasa " 13 
3. Mall " Saleem " 18 
4. 'Woman " Byahtee - " 15 
5. Man "Vilbhidhee. ,,18 
6. 'Woman " Kumeesah " 16 
7. Man " Hussein " 16 
8. 'Woman " Byahtee " 13 
'['he four women are married to the four men, and the Whole batch helongs to 

Tukur Jetha Maljei, who has been for some time a resident at Zanzibar, and has 
made use of these slaves in carrying on his business there; the tukur has broug}lt 
them with him to Mandavie, because there is no one at Zanzibar in whose charge 
he could leave them; he has shut up .his ilhop there during his visit to Cutch. 
but intends to carry the slaves back. with him, when he returns to resume his 
business next season. I 

9. Woman, named Meydoree, aged about 15~' . 
10. \Voman, named Mygiddo, aged about 12. 
These two girls belong to the establishment of Tuk.ur GopallMowjee, at Zan

zibar, and are sent over to be married to two of the slaves in the tukur's house 
<1,t Mandavie. . , 

, '.: ,. f "'. 
"\ *'.,. .. , " 

No. 8.-In the Buggalow Sullamutee, tindal, Nakwo Husseill;' ~er, 
, Gopall MOlV"jee, ,> " 

1. Man. named Mukhboo, about 20 ,years nld"sent by TukurSoarjei,ofMom· 
basur, to Treeko Mohundavee, to be taken care of,. the-man having been picked 
up destitute. a.nd unowned, ' . 

!io.'9.-ln the Buttalah Luckonee Tussa, tinda!., Ramjee; owner, Mah~de() 
, Thofun. 

1. Boy, named Asmanee, about 15 years old. . 
2. Girl, named Husseemab, about 12 rears old. 
These form part of the household of Jalfam Seujee, at Zanzibar, and were sent 

by him, the boy as carpenter to the vessel, the girl for the service of his family, 
who reside at Moondra. 

• 

, \ 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) 

(A true translation.) 

j>. JJI. JJfelvill, 
First Assistant Resident. 

, 
(signed) ,Henry Pottinger, Resident in Cutch~ 

MI~un: by tIle Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the' Honourable-
. Mr. Dunlop, dated 17 August 1838. ~, " " , ; 

+. GOhVEltNh'M~NT are much gratified'to observe the' tnt~rest which. hls -Highness the 
n.ao as so' . I • h wn In meetmg t le WlS es of Government for the suppression of this. 
, ' .' '. abOininable-
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abominable traffic; and the resident's ;recommendation in the last paragraph is 
entirely approved. 

In regard to the disposal of the slaves, those of them who the resident has rea
SOil to think are bonafide the household servants of their masters, and have flved 
with them as stated for some time, should not' be interfered wIth, further than 
effectually tel prevent their sale; they should remain with their masters and de.
part with them; those .recently purchased should have the option of taking their 
freedom. and if declined, effectual measures should be taken, for preyenting their 
sale. There can be no objection to the two girls' marriage as intended, provided 
it be entirely with their <own free consent, and under a clear understandlDg that 
they have their freedom. 

17 August 1838. (signed) James Farish. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, concurred iq by the Honourable 
Mr. Dunlop. (Without date.) 

I TruNK the owners should be made to understand that th~ '$laves are free, and 
the slaves that they are no longer slaves, but may do and go whe~e they please. 

This being well understood would effectually check the impor'ta,tion of slaves 
for sale. \ 

(signed) G. W. Anderson. 
1. 

MINUTE by the Honourable the Governor, concurred $ll by the Honourable 
Mr. Anderson. (Without date.) 

I CONCUR in the above, so far as is not at variance with my Minute of 17th. 
(signed) James Farish. , 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Sec" to Government, Bomba!!, to the Assistant 
in charge of the ReSIdency, Outch, dated 18 September 1838. 

Sir, 
,I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Lieutenant-.colonel Pottinger's 

letter, dated the~26th uIt., with its enclosures, 'reporting that not1Vithstanding the 
.active measures of his Highness the Rao of Cutch to suppress slavery through
out his dominions, 26 slaves have recently been taken to Mandavie, from Zanzibar 
and Mombassa. . 

2. With regard ~ the disposal of these slaves, the Honourable the Governor in 
Council is of opinion, that those whom Were i&1 no reason to disbelieve are hand 
fide the household servant!; ef their m~ters. a.nd to have lived with them (as is 
alleged) for some time past, should not 'be interfered with, further than effe~ally 
to prevent their sale, but be suffeted to remain with their masters, and tQ depal't 
with them; those, howeV'er, recently purchased should have the option of takmg 
their freedom, and' proceeding wherever they may think proper; shoul<1 'this offer 
be declined by them, effectual measureS should be taken to prevent their sale, and 
their masters distinctly informed that they possess llq right of property over the 
slaves In question. ' 

3. The Governor in' Council Sees no objection to the two gi1'ls 'alluded to in 
the fourth paragraph of Colonel Pottinger's report marrying unBer the .circum
stances therein stated, provided the same be entirely with their OWll consent, and 
under a clear understanding that they have their freedom. 

4. 1 am further desired to inform you, that the Governor in pouncil is much 
gratified to observe the interest shown by his HIghness the RaQ for the suppres
sion of slavery, and entirely appJ.'ove~ o~ the .recommendation made by Colonel 
Pottinger to the Rao to repeat the proclamation publish~d by his Highness p"n the 
6th February 1836. and to mak¢ the owner of each boat that hereafter clears out 

, for the coast of Africa, enter into a bond not to bring hack slaves on an) pretence. 
1 have, &c. 

• Bombay Castle, , (signed) J. P. IViJloughhy, 
18 September 18~S.. - Secretary to Government. 

~ (T11.1e extract.) .l. P. T¥lllougkby, , 
- Secretary to Government. 

GG4 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from Bombay, dated 12 May {NO:46} 1838. 
,. . 

Para. 10. IN the loth paragraph of his report, Mr. Erskine, in alludinO' 
to the subject of slavery in Kattywar, observes, "The precautions tak.en by th~ 
British Government against the importation of foreign slaves at the different ports 
nave been. maintained, and in all probability have been completely successful as
far as ports under ()ur jurisdiction are concerned. A considerable importation 
takes place at Dieu,' both directly from the Arabian shores, and from Goa and 
Demaun, from whence they are brought into the province. For this, I may con
fidently say, I see no remedy whatever, as it rests entirely with the British 
Government to say how far they consider it politic to interfere with their allies 
the Portuguese on this important question." 

11. We are not aware that at present any further measures can be adopted for 
the extinction of slavery in Kattywar; but it appears to us highly desirable that 
the importation of slaves into the Portuguese ports of Goa, Demaun, and Dieui 
should, if practi<;able, be prelrented; and we have accordingly made a reference 
to the advocate-general to report how far existing treaties between England and 
'Portugal would ptuthorise our resorting to active measures to accomplish the 

r o~ject in view. 

ROLITICAL LETTEU from Bombay, dated 14th July (No. 64) 1838. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable East' 
India Company, London. 

Honourable Sirs, 
IN; the 10th and 11th par~graphs of our despatch, dated 12th May (No. 46) of 

1838, we brought to your Honourable Court's notice the importation of slaves 
into the Portuguese ports of Goa, Demaun, and Dieu, which it was believed 
had been carried on to a considerable extent; and we further stated that we had 
caused a reference to be made to the advocate-general for the purpose of ascer
taming how far existing treaties between England and Portugal would autho
rise our resorting to active measures- to prevent this importation. 

2. We have JJ,ow the honour to transmit to your Honourable pourt the accom
panying copy of a communication from the advocate-general, containing his 
opmion on the question at issue. We have, ~c. 

(signed) J1Farisk. 
Bombay Castle"14 July 1838. ' Gr W. Anderaon. 

,I 

E~RAC'l' POLITICAl. LETTER' fJ,'om Bombay, dated 20 May (No. 16) 1840. 

Po!iticalConsulta- 83. \VIT~ reference to the 10th and'l1th paragraphs of our despatch, dated 
tions,n NOV.IS3S. t1le 12th\ May (No. 46), and to our despatch dated the 14tb July (No. 64) of 
~o. 5712 to tm5. 1838, on the subject of certain circumstances which had been brought to the 
k~3~anul\ry 23, notice of this Government relative to an alleged traffic in slaves carried on at the 
.• Portuguese settlement of Dieu, we do ourselves the honou*' of submitting tf> 

your Honouraoie Court, copy of a letter from the political ent in Katteewar, 
dated the 28th September last, in which that officer furnish such information 
as he was able t~ gain on the subject during, a recent visit he paid to that island. 

84. In his re~ort, the political agent states that he has learnt from privat~ 
sources, that the 'trade in slaves, has for the last few years been greatly discon
tinued, partly in consequence of strict injunctions for its suppression sent out by 
the Portuguese government in Europe, and partly from tHe exertions of the 
governor of that island, Don Francisco de' Mello, and, that! for t}le last three 
years, the few slaves that have been imported into the iSlanl' had been taken 
there in Arab ~~d Mozambique vessels. ' . , 

85. The pol.tlCal agent further states that, prior to hiB de arture. from Dleu, 
tl],e goyemor sent him a polite letter, in which his ExceUertcy stated that .h~ 
ente~t:'-lned the same humane views as the British Govermnbnt relative to the 
abolItion of trade in slaves; and, at the same time, as an earnest of his intentions,. 
;made over to the charge of the political agent two African sl"ve boys, who had 

been 
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• ,peen 'brought up in his Excellency's house, with, a request that they might be 
taken care -of by"the British Government, and qualIfied to earn their own liveli-
hood. ' . ' j " > 1 

86. We have, in, retul'n, informed the Governor of Dieu that we have ex-
, Fienced the. high~st grati,.ficatioll. at the pr.a.isewPJ.'thy ~ond,uct (If his Excellency 

In tlOJlne.xi9n lI'it}l this 6qbject, and -expressed I a hQP~ t4'lat his ,&ceUency 
will ~ntinue to afford. th~ British aove).1Ulle~t s.w:h ~QrO'perat~Il,,&lB,m~y be ill 
his power in putting down this p,efarioull trafIi,c; and Pa.T~ U1st:t"lW~e!i the lxUiticaJ.. 
a~ent to make over the two liberated elave. boys 4l."bQV~ ,alluded 'W, f.9 any: persons 
OJ resPectability w,ho may feel desirous ,:>f eate~j,ng them· as, ~rvants Oll' 
monthly wages" car~ beipg, tak~n by the political a~e~t ,to ~s.llre their proper 
treatment.. ,. . 

• i 

• EURAC'f,POL.rTIC.lL DESPATCH to 'Bombay. dated 12,' March (No. '5) 1~40". 
~.." j'..' .. , 

Para.- 69. WE have no- doubt' of your exerting yourselves' to prevent the 
impartation of slaves into 'the Portuguese' ports of Goa, J?emaun, and Dien, by 
aU means COllsistl:lnt with existing trea1.ies a:nd enactments. 

" , 

ExTJitA.C'l POlJTW.AJ.~~SPATC.lI to B~mbay, d&ted 23d Decanber (No. 19) 1840. 

NO·'7· 
BOMBAY. 

Para. 26~' WE learn with much satisfaction that, accord- Letter fro~l pated 1I0 May,(No. 16) 
ing to the information, obt'ciined by Mr. ErskinE? on Ii- vis.it to 1840 • 

the Mand of Died, the trade in slaves formerly can', ied, on there, (8a to 86). Respecting the slave trade 
\ ,formerly 4!8rrled an in the lsland of has. for the last few years, 'been almost entirely discontinued, DUll!. 

'in consequ.ence of the orders of the Portuguese government in 
Eu:ro~e; (IDd tQC1 exertions of the present governor. 

r , 

; ~I~ 
'l ' ., \ Ii t 

• ~ .... # 1 .. 

• l. ~;/ I ~XTJ).A.C'J' BOM:BAY POr..1TlCA.l. CONSV'J:l'''~I~S, 9 May 1838" " _ r 

• ,EXTIU,C''I. PO~I'rIC.AL LETTER from James 'Er.la.ne, Esq. Political Agen{ in ' 
• Katteewar) to J. P.' WtOougkby, Esq. Secretary to Government, ',dated 

, Decewl.Je.r 1831. } , _ r 

• ; Para. 10. I: HAVE .~ddJ;essed Government so lately npon the subject 'Or' 
~ : f!lavery, .t'hat I have little to remark here. The precautions taken by the British 
• Governmenfagainst the i.mportation of foreign slaye!! at ,tlie different ports have 

been maintained, and in all probability have been ilompletely successful as far as 
ports under our jurisdiction are contLel'lled : a considerable importation take$ place 
at :Qieu, both directly from the Arabian shores, and from ,Goa and Demaun, from 
whence theY': are Drought 'into the, province. ,For this,I- may"eonfidentIy say I 
see' no remedy whatever, as it fests entirely with the l3ritish GovenuneJ?t. to say 

. how.. far 'they consijler tt politic tQ' interfere, with 'thejr a11ie$ ~he Portuguese-oD. 
th\s important question. IDomes~ic "sla~ry 'eJ,ists,' under such ~ mitigateq form 

# in Kat.teewai', that, however incumbent it is on ,ail enlightened and benevolent 
gC)vernment to' discOurage the practiee, so as even~ually Ito lead tQ its el,ftinctiOI/, 

, there is less regret 'at its practice thil.li'were it carried on uwJer Circumstancej' f 
cruelty and inhumanity.' I' '" ' 1 l', > 

~ , ~ 'f ~ ~ f I I , r .... .,..1 ~ ... I to " ... 

~ \ ... ., t f I ~ I ... ., I 'I • ~ 
~I I~ ~ I / 

, EXTRACT MnhlTE by, 'the Right 'Honourable the iGov~rnor,' s~bJc'ribe4 't~ jry. p.1;! 
, ,,' " .' \ Board, dated 20,tApril-J,83S.-, 'I ,/ ' 

~ .." t" .1' .t' ~ I j l II\' / 
Para. f1. ~ AM nQt aware tha~ we ca.-q at present, ad9Et any' furthe:r JIleasures 

for the' extin~tioil:of,slavery in Kattyw~r .. , It wotl.ld,be.yery dean-able to pre
ve.n} the iJNlort"lt~on of slaves int.p thtl Portuguese.: 'pott;! of Goa, Demaud, and> 
Dien, but 1 do not recollect enough bf the ,treaties between. \En~l nd and Por ... 
tuga1, to: be able'to say \low Ifar;we are at liberty ,to 'resort ~o activ m~asures for 
that purpose., ; :The, treaties I sho'lld.' however, suppose are. to b found at the 
library ~ ~nd perhaEs the-.!!~PljesJ;;".way,wo'Uld be t«1 se'I\d the ques on at once to 
the',ad'v~.ate-g~rraJ\ .~ r pres~ the Company's ~oli,citor can ,8 pply; him with 
the treat\es. w l' I I'." ' • I , " , , 

" {. .. ,. or ~,,\ " • r ) -. '!:~ 

,23p. """ II II • ..... ..... .. J,t:-
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_ ' 1 ' / ' 

'I' . 
'. From the Advocate-generalJo the, ~eCl'etary to Government~)' .-

~ f 
Sir, , , I I. ? ,{ • " • ~ \ , \ 

I HA VB the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the ad ultilll~, .~ 
(No. 819), intimating that Government are desirolls to prevent the importation of 
slates into the Portuguese ports of Goa, Demaun, and Dieu, which, it 1s stated, 
is at present carried on to a considerable extent, and Tequesting me td 'rep()rt 
llOW' far, by -existing tl'eaties between England and Portugal, the British Gol 
v-ernment would ,be justified in resqrting to active measures for the lurtherance " 
of the above ~bject~ '. ' , ' . " 

In'reply, I em no~ aware of any later treaties than those dated in,1815 &nd ( 
1817, which are set out in the 5 Geo. 4 t c. 113, the Act by which the traffic 
was made piracy by our own subject~. In 18~6, with the Brazils, after its sepa-s 

• ration from Portugal, a convention was· entered juto with Great Britain, by 
which the Emperor of the Brazils agreed that the trade should cease entirelY in 
1830; but with Portugal, I }lelievc"no later treaties have been made tha~ those I 
have alluded to. By tl;tem Portugal agreed, in cl>nsideration, of a 'very large 
sum of money that was paid to her by Great Britain, to give up the trade on 
t}le coast of Africa, nortli of the Equator, "'i~hout interruption or interference, 
however, with its continuance south of it, and teserved'to itself, at a futiire 
in<lefinite period, to fix the tiro~ when it 'would abolish laltogether the traffic. 
Mixed commission courts were provided for the condemnation or vessels engaged 
in the trade, in contravention of the treaties, and captures were authorised by 
only certain· 'Vessels, specia1l7 instructed for the purpose. This being the case, 
,Government would not. I·thmk, be justified in resorting to any active measures 
for the above object. Horrible as the practice is~ yet, with respect to the intet. 
ference of Great Britain with the trade, as <larned on by foreign powers, I 'Would 
refer to the sentiment~ which lately have been expressed in Parliament on this 
subject, as I find them reported in the Times newspaper of'the 30tl1 January 
last. According to such report, in the House of ,Lords, on a petition bein~ pre ... 
sented by Lord Brougham (or,the abolition of ,the apprenticeship system.lD the' 
West Indies, the circumstance gave rise to a conversation relative to the slave 
trade, in which both Tory and Whig are stated t<1 have concurred in affirming 
the appalling extent to which this horrid system was carried on. r Lord Ash
burton said, that the trade was carried on to as great, an extent, and with tenfold 
more cruelty than ever; and he had no hesitation in saying, that if this country 
,had left Spain and 'Portugal to carry about these poor, creatures as they pleased,' • 
humanity would have been less outraged. and fewer atrocities committed.. Lord 
Glenelg admitted ,that the f,rightful picture drawn by" Lord Brougham: was 
"unexaggerated," and that "the horrors of the trad~ would not have been 
aggravated to, their present height i( ~e had never meddled. with it, as carried 
on by other nations." ,Lord Ellenborough expressed a similar conviction •. 
Th~ Spanish slal'e trade was to pav~ finally ,eeased" according to treaty. in 

1820, sinee when'its abolition has been repeatedly :dec1ared ,by that ,country; , 
and by the treaty of 1835, in the first article, the slave. trade is hereby again de. r 
elared on the part of SJlain to be llenceforward tota11y and finally abolished ill .. 
all parts of th,e ,world; but three years after, we see, in the opinion of the British' 
H;otlse, of PeerS; ho\1' far treaties alone have been etfectual in ,the abolition of the . 
trade: Ip.~kin~ th~ trade piracy; has been thought to be the pnly m~~~ .likely to ' 
~uppress It entlre}j_ • ' . :. 

1 ., 'l ~ ~ • I have, &c. 
" 

" " ..4. C. Le Messurier,,~ 
Advocate-general. 

(True copy.)' .1 ~ ,. 

,~ L,' R. 'ReiJ, Acting Chief Secretary •. 
I ~, t , ~. ..;!" 

Bombay, 8 June 1838. 
" ... \\ ! ~ 

. ';."" f ~ 
,,-t .. \ f j 

. 
F ~A ~ --' •• I 

> 
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EXTRA<.:T'BOMBAY POLITICAL CON6VLTATION~ 21 November 1838. • B 0 l\f BAY... 

FroII1 J. Ers!tine~ :Esq. Political Agent, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to 
~ ,- Gov~ment~ Bombay, dated 28 September ~838. . 

Sir, I ~ • ~ 
r lIAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Honourable the 

Governor in Council, that before returning from Babriawar, I took the oppor
tunity of being in 'that part of the country ,to visit the island of Dien, chiefly 
with a view of gaining any information regarding the traffic in Abyssinian slaves 

I said to be carried on to some extent at that place, which might prove acceptable 
to Government, and, at the same time, in such a manner as by no means to offend 
the Port1J.guese authorities, ' 
, 2. I have alsC) drawn up a short description of the island and its inhabitantsf 

as well as other information which may be useful to GovernlIlent, which shall • 
be forwarded at an early opportunity. ' 

8. From private sources of information, I learn that the trade has bee~ greatly 
discontinued for these last few years, and chiefly since It1t~ appointment of the' 

, present governor,-'Don FranCISCO de Mello;, and that, indeed. 1t was confined to 
Arab and Mozambique ships, who occasionally brought a few young boys and 
girls with them, there being no Portuguese slave-trading ship belongmg now to 
the port of Dien. I was also inforn1'ed that this favourable' change had been :the 
result partly of strict injunctions from die PortugUese government in Europe, and 
partly owing to the good intentions ~d exertions of the present' governor-.r 

, Relying on the -accuracy of my informant, r made .inquiries myself from' hiS' 
Excellency, and be at once confirmed the truth of the above. • He, said no slaves 
had been imported for three years, save one or'two !every nbwand tlien in 
Mozambique s~ips;. and that the captains of those vessels had been In the, habit 
of making' presents to the governors of' one' or' twd occasionally, and that the 

_ otIiers' ,generally went away,as they came. Next morning, before my depar
ture, his Excellency sent me to Gogia a: very cordial and polIte letter, saying -, he 
bad the' same humane views as 'the British Government,.as to t116 aholitton of 
the trade in slaves, 'and be~ged, in honour of my visit to him, to lIberate two boys 
who had been brought' up 1n tis house, whom he l'equested I might take charge 
of, and have them educated in such-way as I thought proper, towards qualifying 
them to ea!D their own livelihood. These boyS' are respectively 10 and 6 years of 
'age, and r beg'the favour of instrudtions regarding their disposal. Ther are 
intelligent and strong; and might With advantage be put to 'the 'school at RaJcote, 
or made over to some'respectabIe person who would take'care of them, and pay 
them small monthly wages as servants. They decidedly refuse to return to their 

, native country w!th their own will. ' 
4. His Excell~ncy the Goyernor also did me the honour, to request my accept

ance of a horse in th~ name of his government, which 'J did not .consider myself 
• at hberty to refuse after 1ih~ kind reception I had met; and his Excellency bemg 

the representative of a fo.relgrt powet, I beg to be favoured by the lionQurable 
Board with instructions )'ega~ing the disposal of the animal. ., t' 

1_ , , • 

I have, &C., 
Katteewar Political Agent's Office, 

Camp Verawul, 28. Sept. 1838. 
(signed) J~ Erskine" . .i 

• PolitiC8l ,Agent.' 

• 
• 

MINUTE by tIle Honourable the Gov~rnor, subscribed to by the Board, dated 
I 'l.., • 29 October 1838. _ _ 

TH~ inro~ation contained in this letter is very satisfactory, and the political 
agent's prOi;eedings m3Y be approved. It should be broughtto the notice of the 
Honourable Court with our former proceedings on this subject. \ 

. The two ,li.berated slaves may be made Qver to any respecta~le p;r.s?ns who 
" may desireJq entertain them as·servants on monthly wages; the l>olit1c~l agent 

keeping a. careful~watch~to ilisure that they-are properly treated. 
. "l:he ,terms of service should be entered in a w:ritten contract, under propet 
secaritt· .... 

.. :,1 _ ~I")~ .. _ t • HH2 The 

P :; 5' 

No. 5712. 

No. 5713. 
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, -~ 

The governor of Dieu's co~duct seems entitled to great praise, I;l~d a l~tter 
sll,Ould be w;itten to him in my ~ame,. ~hanki~g him and expressing reliance that' 
he will contmue to co-operate wlth us m puttmg an end to the slave- trade • 

The horse should be sold 011 account of Government, or, it suitable, migItt be' 
made over to the regiment of cavalry stationed in the province, and a present in 
return of equal value made to the governor. . 

(signed) J. Farish, '. 
G. IV' .. Anderstm, 

29 O<;tober 1838. J. A. Dunlop. , 

FromJ. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to J. Erskine, 
Esq. Political Agent in Katteewa:r, Rajcote, dated 2G November 1838. 

Sir, . 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of youl'letter, dated the 28th Sep

tember last, reporting the result of your visit to the island ofDieu, and to apprise 
you that the information therein contained, relative too the traffic in slaves said 
to be carned on to· fjlome extent at. that plac~ is deemed by Government Tery 
satisfactory. ' • 

2. The Honourable the Governor in Council is pleased to direct, that the two 
liberated slave boys, alluded to in the third paragraph of your letter, be made 
over to any respectable persons who may feel desirous of entertaining them as 
servants, on monthly wages, care being taken.on yOUl part to ensure their pro
per treatment; you are at the same tiUle requested to have the terms- ot their 
servitude entered in a written contract under sufficient security. 

3. The conduct of his Excellency the Governor of Dieu~ as described bJ you; 
is considered by Government highly praiseworthy; and I am desired to Inform 
you, that his Excellency has been requested to c()oo()perate with the Britisb Go.
vernment as far as is in his power in effecting the abolition of the slave trade 
wlth the port of Dieu. 

4. The Governor in Council is further pleased to authorise that the horse 
presented to you by the Governor of Dieu be eitlier disposed of by public saIet 
or, if suitable, be made Ol'er to the cavalry regiment stationed in Katteewar, and 
that a preseni equal in value be returned to his Excellency, reporting the same 
for the information of Government. ~ 

6. In conelusion, I am instructed to acquaint you, that the whole of your pro
cet'dings, as reported in yonr present communication,. have been approved by 
the Honourable the Governor in Council. ' 

I ha'Ve, &c. 
(signed) J. PT lVillouglLhy, 

Bombay Castle, ~o November 1838 • 
Secretary to Government •. 

• 

, .., 

From J .. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, B01nha!h to the Most 
Illustrious Senhor Francisco De AIello De Efa, Governor of the Province and 
Town of Dieu, dated 20 NovemberJ838. . 

• 
Most Excellent Sir, " 

IN a co~munication from Mr. Erskine, political agent in Kattee~ar; dated the 
28th September last, that officer has brought to :}Dy notice the h\lmane views 
your Excenency entertains, with respect to the abolition of the trade in slaves, 
and or YOUI" benevolent request to him to liberate two African slave boys, who 
had been brought up- in your Excellency'S house, whjeh leads me to hope that 
your Excellency will continue t() afford the British Government such co-operation 
as may be in your power, in putting down this nefarious trade., r ' • 

2. I beg to assure your Excellency that the- two boys, whom Mr. Erskine has 
tak~ under his charge, will be properly treated and 'sUitably provided for in the 
famlly of some person of respectabihty. ! • # { • 

, , • # 3. In 

• 
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• , a. In conclusion, I further beg to express to your Excellency the best thanks 
'" or my Government, for the friendly reception given, and ready information 

afforded, to Mr. Erskine, by your Excellency, on points connected with the 
-slave traffic, as carried on with the port of Dien. . , 

(~igned) 

Bombay Castle, ~(1 November 18S8. 

(True extract.) 

I have, &c. 
J. P. Willoughhy, 

Secretary to Governmen~ 
I 

(signed) L. R. Reid, Chief Secretary. 

EX~BACT BOMB.A.Y POLITIC .. U, CONSULTATlON~ 23 January 1&39. 

NO·7· 
BOMBA Y. 

From His Excellen<:1 the Most Illustrious Francis De Mello De Efa~ Governor I NIX 397. 
of the Fort of D'teu, ,to Hig. Excellency the Most lllustrious Governor-general 
of the Presidency of Bomhay. dated 25 December 1838. 

Most Illustrious and Eic~nent Sir, 
I HAVE been favoured with your ExcelIency's letter (No. 2270) of the 20t11 

November of the present year. I observe that the political agent of tne Bombay 
Government in Katteewar has brought to your ExceIl~ncy's notice my having 
emancipated two African slaves, brought up in my house. I assure your Excel
lency that I do not do in this government anything more than to obey the orders 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 

,As regards the hospitality shown by me to Mr. Erskine) I beg to say that it was 
hot equal to" my wishes, owing to tne circumstance of thIS eountry; he deserves 
mueh more by hIs' high qualifications, respectable character, and good martnere. 

I am here ready in everything to please- your Excellency. 
God pre!refve yeu Exeellen9"'s most illustrious and excellent person. I ~m,. 

with the. greatest honGur and distinction, 
Your Excellency's" &c. 

(signed) Francis De ,l.l1ello D~ Efa. 

Diel! Fort, 25 Detember 1838.. , , 
(True extract.) 

, , 
(signed) L. R. Reid, Chief Secretary. 

, ' 

218. H 11 'l 
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~No. 8.-
i 
. ' 

~ ~ ", .. .. 
PROCEEDINGS in the ease of certain RUNAWAY SLA.VEs.-Liberatio~ ~f j.w~ 

Slave Girls imported into Ahmednuggur; Defect in the existing Law for th~ , ~ 
Punishment of Parties cha.rged with exporting Slaves and Free fersons, and ' : ' 

• 
selling thei in a Forei~ Ter~itory. ' ,'" . 

! - ' '. , 
EXTRAC1.'.tUDICIAL LETTER front India, Hated 3 December (No. 15),1838: 

Regarding two slaves belong~ ara. 24. IN accordance with a su-ggestioll from the Political Depart, 
mg to thp GU1COW81',.who have m nt, and in consequence of a difference of opinion in the CouDJiil 
taken refuge at NaS61ck. Board of the 'Bombay Government, as to the course proper to be taken 

with reference to an application preferred"by his Higliness the Guicowar 
for the surrender of two female slaves who had left tlle service of his daughter, .' 
and taken refuge at N assick, on th~ plea of ill-treatment, we made a reference, 
through the Government of Bengal, to the Sudder Court at palcutta, desiring to 
know the practice of the courts under its "t6ntrol, 'in. regard to cases of a similar 
description. j ~ __ ." • _ • ~ ""~'. , r t 

EXTRACT LEGISLATIVE LETTER fro;m India, dated 22 April (~o. 11) 1839", , . 
Para. 12. ON the subject of sl~very, adverted to in paragraphs 7 and 8 of tI~~ 

report, we have addressed your Honourable CoUrt 'in a separate despatch, und~r 
date the 11th February (N~ 4) of.). 839. ' , . . \ • 

~ .Re~rdmg two slaves belong~ 154. Para. 24 of our Judicial Despatch eN o. 15) 3d December of1838,- : 
mg to the GUicowar, who bad informed your Honourable Court that we had made a reference to the 
taken refuge at NasS1Ck. • h . r 
Leg. Coos. z tb Dec. 1838, Sl!d~er Court at Calcutt~, reqttestII!g t em to state the p~ac~lce 0 the '. 
Nos. 9 to 11.4 chmmal courts uIj.der theIr control, m regard to calles of a ~lmIlar nature 

to that in which his' Highness the Guioowar had demanded, through the resi- . ~ 
dent at Baroda, that the magistrate of Nassick.',should deliver up .. two female, 
slaves belonging to his daughter, w,ho had, left hElr on her arrival at that place.- ' 
from Poonah. " , )' , , 

155. The Co~rt stated, in reply, tha6 in ordinary cases the jurisdictionJ)n 
matters regarding the propertl in slaves, rests with. the civil courts, and that a 
magistrate would not be Justified in interfering to tomper slaves to return to 
persons claiming them.. In the case in 'question, the Court observed, that the 
magistrate' of Nassick had acted very properly in refusing 'to, deliver up the. 
slaves, and in referring 'tHe subject for the decision of Government. . .. ," :, ' 

1.. ,~ ~ I! $ 

156. We forwarded these papers to the,Law Commissioners, '\'\jt~ reference to 
the general r&port upon slavery in India, in the preparation of whic~ the Corn· 
missioners are at"p.resen t 'em pJoyeq. '. I' , ") , • " ,,' , 

, , 
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EURAC'f from the PROCEEDJNGS of the Honourable the President or the 'Council 
of India in CounciJ~. in the Legislative Department, under date the 2~th 
December 1~8. • - . 

• (No. 19). , 

No.8 . 
BOMBAY. 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDING! of the Honourable the President of the Council NO·9. 
. 'Of India in Council, in the Judiciltl Department, under date the 24th 
~ December 1838. . , \ 

• READ. J~dicial Consultation of the Government of India, dated 24th Sept. 
1838 (Nos. 10 and 11) containing an Extract Political Departm,ent, relative to 
two female slaves of the Guicowar Rajah, and a reference made to the Bengal 
Government for a report alluded to in the -extract. 

Read Judicial Consultation of this date, containing reply from the Government 
of Bengal. . ' , . 

Ordered, that the foregoing papers be transferred to the LegislatiV'e Department Order~ 
fur the p~pose of their being forwarded to the Law CQmmission, :with reference 
tel the peneral Report upon' slavery in India which the Cqmmissioners are now ' 
preparmg. 

, (A true extract.) 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 
Officiat~ng Secre~ry: to the Government of ,India. 

I , 

(No. 32.) 

EXTRACT from the P1tOCEEDINQS of the Honourable the President in Council in 
the Political Department, under date the 12th September 1838. 

~, : ~ Duplic,ate (No"...,...341 A.) '" , (.... .. , . 
To the Secretary tQ the Right Honourable the GOV'ernor-General of India,; 

.• ~ . Camp. , 

No. 10. 
Enclosure. 

~4 Sir, ~"" ~ . , , 
f -I AM directed by the Right honourablj:! th$ Goverpor-general in Council to Political Depart-

. transmit to you, for the'purpose of,.being submitted to the Right honourable the meot. • 
Governor-general of India, copies of the accompanying two communications from 
the jomt magistrate, of Nassick and the political commissioner for Guzerat, dated 
the. 8th March and. 2d May'last, regarding an '~ppHcation preferred by his 
Highness the Guicowar for the surr_ender of two female slaves, who had left the 
service of his jaughter, ~~d ,. ta~en refuge at Na~sick, on the plea of ill-
treatment. . 

... ~ , t ~ 

2. To put the Right >hOnourable, the' GoV'ernor- 1. Minute-by the Governor, dated 8th April t83S, 

general in possession of th'" sentiments of.the several !ol. Nmute by Mr. Fansh, dated lOth AprIl 1838. , ~ . . s •. .l\lInuteoy Mr, Aoderson) dated 11th Aprll18~. 
members of tIns GoV'ernment 'OIl the above subject, 4. MirJUte by the Governor, dated 16th Apnl1838 
I am directed to transmit als(} (JOpies of the minutes ii, Mmute by Me. Anderson, dated 17th Apn11838. 
enumerated in. the margin frQID which his Lordship {) MlDute by the Governor, dated ut May 18SS. 

'11 'h h R' h' h' bi th G '7· Minute by Mr. Farish, dated Ild May 1838• 
WI perCel\;6 t a~ t e 19 t on?ur~ e, e ?';r- 8. Minute by Mr. Anderson, dated 3d May 1838. 
nor and the Honourable Mr. FarIsh were of 0plDlon . • ~ 
that the slaves in question should be redeemed by the British GoV'ernment, instead 
'of their being surrendered to his Highness the Guicowar Of his daughter; and 
that the Honourable Mr. ~udersou much doubted the expediency of either 
course. " , -<' 

" 3/, Th~ Governor in Council is ther~rore desirous of being informed how such 
a case would dealt with' by the magistrates ~nder the 'Bengal Presidency on a 
similar dema,nd by any foreign prince ,with whom the British Government is in 
alliance, and to be favoured with .th~ sentiments of the Right honourable the Go-

• vernor-general of India.1iS -to the course which t111S government should follow iIi 
~e -present insta~ct'" t, -, • 

4. With l'eference to thll case adverted to in Mr. farish's Minute, No.2 ot 
the l~~h Apql, and that' alluded ~ in the 3d paragraph' of ' Mr. Anderson's 

238., "I • • "'1" .Jill 4' , Minute, 
-"'" II ,,4'" 

'" . 
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Minute, No.8 of the 3d May, I am further instructed -to ~ansmit" fot the nl-' 
fonnatiott of his Lordship, the ,tmclosed- extracts f~om the ,t>ro~edings of this- . 
g6v~rnm«:nt, showing th~ grounds -on'''WBieh they 'acted. hi thos~ t~o. cases~ : +U~. 
Otle relates to a slave who t09k refuge at P09na, and. the othe! .,to 1L runawaz slllve . 
in Kutteewar. .' " ,(. < 1, ! " • ,)' :'!;' ,', ,'. 

\ ) \ I • • ~ t ~ :1 have, See. ~ !r t i \4\0 .'."'1 r ~. ,'I ~ , ~ 

" , .' {si~·' .L.JL.Rcld,,' 11:, '.'~:~, .. it' 

;, , ': ,,', ,', ':. A?tmg Cht~r Secretary.f,.':'" j. '1\ ~ , ________ r'_" __ '..;,'_l, 4 ....... 

.. r' ~,' ,. - f l ' I. t + t 

, (N~ 3,92 of 18ss-J1;Ldicial Department.) 
'. 

"J • "" r I .. ~ J. I ~.. ;' f • ( 

To J. p. Wiliougl',bJ/, Esq.-Secretary-to Governmen.t. 
tS~. t'l I j \ 1'. II '.~,," /' 1_, ! .. ,1 ~J .. " 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a letten from the joint- magistrate'Of
Nassick, dated the 2d instant, .requesting the mstructions,of G9vernment'under 
section 5i Regulation XI.· of 182.7, respecting ~wo female slaves. 'the aeliveIJ' or~ 
whom has ~een c.leman(led by hi~ Hig~J1ess .the Guicowar; and r.equest tou wilt 
favo~r me \with the histructf9ns 'of Gov~~nnient for' the guidance of the j6i~f 
magIstrate., ' , ' . '.' ' • ' 

• 1 , • t .have, &c. 1. • '. ' 

, I;: ,', (signed}',' H. A. Harrison, Magistrlte. 
Circuit CutcberIj,' N uggm: bi~trict Camp ~,' ,I' • 

at Doongurgaon, 8 ~~!lrch ,I ~:}~"' ., 

; . 
(No. '71) of 1838-J~icial 'D~~en.t.) 

ToU. A.'l1arrison~ E~q. Magistrate of Ahmednuggur. 
S'l'" I 1, f) ~ -1\" t \' 

THE resident' of Baroda having' transmitted a "yad froni his Highness ,the 
Guicowar, requesting that two female slaves who had accompanied his daughter 
Eshadar Baee Gho;repooree from Poona to Nassick~ and had there left her, may be 
made over to u person sent 'by him 'to receive Ithem, 'I beg you Win do 'me-the 
favour to represent to ihe' Wght honourable' tlie\ G01"ernor iIi Council that bOth 
women object to proceed to Baroga along with th~' persoll seu,t,for .them, ,and 
that 'I have to reque~t Ms instructiom i'egarding the disposa~ of them under sec-_ 
tion '?, RegUlation X,II. of tg~7~ II 1,' ~ ,":," ~ j :, , • _." , J 

2. Orte of th~ women, bY' ,Ullme'Dhondee, 6tit<~s .sti~ 'accompamed llihodabaee 
from Baroda tYn 'her journby to P6ona/about a'xeaT' ago,' and remained with be}.:, 
th~re, but subsequently left lIditt Nassi'ck; ?tt ber rettu'Il to Gnzel'at; in conse
quence of ilJ...treatmeIl.t.' " . ' '- ~"l' i ',.'. ' , . • . ' 

a. The other, by nmne Pusavattee', (Iecla'res' ~e is &i mbabitant of Poona, _and 
has never been in Guzerat. She w.!)uenice..:with..Eshodabaee at Poona, and 
left ber at Nassick for the· same J:eaSQIl. <.," ~ • ; 

j .. J ... (; l' ~ J t! ,..~ ~ r ... ~'J ,.. ; 1-4' 7j ' have, ~ ". "",' 
I" • (signed)' .', p.~ K. -Arbuthnot, 

, .circ~t .C\ltcherry~:~anfu.ee" . .,: \~ /" . 1 ;! ' .. ~ _ ,1'; lo~ Magistrate. 
2 March 1.838. >'" ; , ." >i .' , ...... ~II; • - o-

" J I i.f- 1'1 • t 4 .... 1 ,., \ 
t ,.... ....' • "..,.(t ....... 

(No. 344 of 1838-Political Department.) ' •• ;", 
~ '~ .. ~..,. ",.-... .. 'f~ 

II 'To;l .. P. WiilougJi~l" Esg! f'e~r~taly"to l1o;~rrim~nt~' Sir ... .... J., \ 1 ... 1 , __ -t, 
it .. IJ ( .. ' , :,. " :\',.. 4 It ... 

J ltEQUEST you 'Will do me' the, favour to';epresent t():the itigh~ ho~ourabl~~ the' . 
Governor :i~, Council that his Highness the Guicowar is mut}h :dissatisfied at t,,1>' • 
female slaves of ,his daughter's hatini' run' airay {rom' her serviee. ~~ tnat 
although placed under the surveillance,pf th~, Joint magistrate of Nassick, is un-
~bl~ t~ recovet them. " ~ :.:",,',~ ~ ~', ,:: ... ,.' ~ '. I' ,I , r ''', ~. 

, ~ , ~ tJ>· • i" > '2: 1 rec.eiye({J 
..... 4t I' "* ~ 
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2. I received a. communicatioJ ftom his Highness on the 2d -February last, 
and $ent a'copy of it to the joint' magistrate of Nassick. on the 6th, through his 
Highness's people.. , 

3. On the 14th of March a second note WjlS received, stating that the autho .. 
rity at Nassick allowed objections to be raised of the slaves being unwilling to 
l'eturn, aud had not surrendered them, and again desired my interference; con .. 
sequently on the 19th of that month I forwarded a copy of the note to the joint 
magistrate; but to neither of these representations have I been favoured 'with 
any reply; I have been unable, therefore, to give any satisfactory explanations to 
his Highness of the reasons that have prevented ready compliance with his 
wishes. 

4. As his Highness now complains ot the detention of his- people at Nassick, I 
have no resource left than to address the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council, requesting that speedy measures be taken to remove the molestation. 
and the slave girls be given up • 

• 5. Natives of this country are tenacious of all matters connected with domestic 
arrangement, and as the high personage in question is dissatisfied, I am'led to 
hope that a satisfactory disposal of the subject may soon take place. 

6. I myself can offer no opinion on the Teasons for delay, not havjng been 
informed of any legal impediment to the delivery ~£ the females; but adopting 
the facts as stated in his Highness'S notes to me, I should think, that as di>mestic 
slavery is permitted by universal custom among natives of India, and the laws 
of the Hindoos, which have never been ahrogated by any legislative enactments 
in England or India, there can be no valid objections to mete out JustIce to,his 
Highness on this occasion, for I cannot persuade myself the Right honourable 
the Governor in Council would countenance the operation of private notIOns of 
right and wrong in supercession of written law, by'which alone a magistrate 
should be guided in the discharge of his official duties. 

I have, &c. 

Baroda Residency, 2 May 1838. 

(signed) J. Sutherland, 
Political Commissioner and Resident. 

TRANSLATION of a Yad from his Highness the Guicowar to the Political Com~ 
missioner, dated 6th Zillkad 1238, A. D. 2d February 1838. 

My daughter Eshadabaee Ghorpooree, oJ). her :J;eturJ). from Poona to ~arod/;\. 
remained fOJ: a short time at Nassick; there two female slaves of hers named 
Dhondee and Feernettee, ran away from her service; these two were in the pre~ 
sence of Mahadur Rao Sheralevode given over to the Company's officer at Nas. 
sick. This sirkar is about to send Gubbajee, sepoy, to Nassick to bring theIJl 
back; let a letter, ordering them to be given to Gubbajee, be immediately \'flitteD. 
to the gentleman at Nas~ick~ and SeJ).t to me for transmission. / 

TRANSLATION o(a Yad from his ,Highness, dated 17 ~cheIly, A. D. 14th March 
• ' 1838. 

AFTER. recapitulating the. former yad-The letter sE;nt by you was forwarded by 
the hand of Gubbajee, sepoy. to the gentleman at Nassick; b\lt he raising objec .. 
tions about their consent or nQn-consent, has not up to this time given up the 
slave girls to Gubbajee; the. slaves of this sirka!, -have run away, and notwith
standing that they are actually in the possession of the gentleman at Nassick, be 
raises objections to giving them Qack. Let another letter therefore be written to 
that gentleman" directi:qg him to. give them, up immedIately witbout any further 
objections to Gubbajee, sepoy. / 

" -

• TRANSLAt"ION ot d Yad {r~m: his Highness, dated 4th Suffer, :A. D. 29th' April 
1838. 

r.4t1 .. 

. AFTER recapitulating the {oregoing-Notwithstandingmy,applicatron for ano
ther letter to Nassick, the slave girls have not been as yet given up,; let another 

.238., ' ~ , " I j ':' , lettet 
\.. ~ ~ .. 
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letter, therefore, be given Wi me on that gentlemaIl#,.;1Ccording tG. t~e yad of, 
the fol' thiu!irkar's people have beel1 detamed:threEHnonths at NasSlck; let a. 
letter be written, directing that immediately pn its lj!j::eipt the slav~ girls be . ' ''. ~ ~ven up. . ) • { , .... 

, (True trauslattOSl.). ,\ t; , '. 

. ' (stgned) W. Courtneys .; ~. 
, 2d Assistant Por. Commissioner • 

(True copies.) 

.' (signed)' , L. R. Reid,' . 
Acting Chief Secretary ~o Government. 

I , 

(No. ~.) 

MnrtTT~ Py the Riglit hOIl ble the Governor, dated a AprillS2S. 
, 

TUEU is a good deal of d' culty in dealin~ with- cases lib this OD. prin ... 
riple. 

No.1, Slavery, however; js not ,unIa'Yful here, 1101" do I find that the regulations. 
forbid the export of slaves for the purpose of sale or' prostitution. Therefore I 
am' not aware ~hat the Guicowar calls on us to do- anything illegal. or to 
anything so< palpably con.tr(Jf; "60'TJ.O$, mOlTU'as to be for that reason oui of the 
question. 

No. ~. 

The sla.ves-, howe,-er,,: plead ill-treatment. as the.' cause of their having deserted 
their mistress. ,In an ordinary case,. I think, this would impose on us the duty, 
and confer on us the right, of inquiry inta the truth of such plea" and to resist 
the demand if the plea were established. But the high rank of the mistress 
seems to 'me to. preclude our taking that course, and unde~ all the circumstances 
I am inclined to say that we should :redeem these slaves. . 

If these views are concurred in, we must call on the cOllector ta state as well 
8S he can the price of each. Possibly the sum given by the Guicowar lady for 
the Poona girl may be ascertained, and it is" even posslble that the 'slave may 
have relations willing to redeem her" This should be inquired into, and to save 
time the collector might be authorized to communicate dirictly with the Poona 
authorities: 

The qpllector should transmit to "Us liuch'information as he can get, and also 
, translation of tlie ,Guicowar's yad, 8th April.... . 

, '." (signed)' R. Gran.t. 

(No. ~.)' 

\ MINUTE bi th~ Honourable Mr. ,Farisk, d~ted 1'0' April 1838. , 

IN ~recent case in Katteewar. the rede~ption' of a runaway slave~ on the 
ground of af-treatment, was'sanctioned, and there 'are pernaps stronger grounds 
in the prc'S'ent' case for the same course. "TO' avoid the embarrassment of not • 
surrendering them,. it seems the best course, and I concur in this as a speeial 
ease. \ ~ , , 

, , (signed) J. Farislk 
" 10 Aprll • .' 

MINUTE by the Honourable' Mr. J";'ers~~, ,dat~d 11 'Ap~if .. 
\ ., ' '''' __ >If' 

NO.3 1 THINK there are great objections ~ cither coups~-
" :" . (sigtlfld) ~ G;l Tr. #-7Uler~ 
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MI1~UTE by the Right nonouTable the Governor, subscribed by the HG]lourable B 0 MilA r. 

, Mr. FaNh, dated 16 Aprill.8S8. 
, . 

- < 1 HATE nothing better to pr0l>0se than the course stated in my Minute of the NO.4-

8th instant. D G 
(signed) ....... l'an,t. 

Mnnm: by the Honourabl~ Mr. Anderson, dated 17 April. 

Is there an obligation to give up the ~la~es 1 if such obligation exist,. it must 
be complied with. I do not see how '1&- IS met or got over by redeemmg the 
slaves. 

If there is not the obligation, then I conceive we mnt leave them alone to do 
as they please. , 

(signed) G. W", Anderson. 
: ,.1 

M'lNUTlI: by the Right honourable the GovflrnOr, dated 1 May 18~8t 

I 'TRUST I shall not be thought to act disrespectfully toward~ the Board if I. do 
not prolong discussion i?- cases when the me~sures I ta~e. the li~erty of pr(}posmg 
are objected to; but wIthout any o~e sp.ecl~c propos~tlOIl ~em~ JIlade In the 
other side, I am aware that the case IS a dIfficUlt one, and thmk It probable that 
a better adviser might devise: some better mode of de~ling' with It than I haver 
done, but none such has bccUl'red to me. . 

. 1 .May 183& (sigped) R. Grant • . 
• 

MINUTE by the I1o;nouraDle Mr •. Parish, d.ated 2 'May. 

I REFER tp my first Min}lt~ of the ~~th Ap~il. 
(signed) J. Farish. ' 

$, 

:Mn,UTE by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, dated 3 May 1838. 

Para. 1. I QUITE regret to have given 80 much trouble to the Right honourable 
the Governox; my obj~ct. was, not to prolong discussion, but that th~ determina,. 
tion the Board might ~ome to should be correct. The proposed courSCi appea.r~ 
ing to me doubtful, 1 Se) stated it, 'With an impression in my own mind at the 
same time $.hat the slibject would the,nJorm a matter~to be brQught up at th~ 
Council Board, when, after being considered, it could be dIsposed of. , 

2. I may be' wrong' in imagining this the usual mode in which, the' Board 
would act in such a easel but I claim some indulgence in .not yet bein~ quite 
aWare of the usual m.ode in 'Which business is transacted. 

-3. Upon the question itsEllf, I would beg to refer tG ~ Millute'1 wrote a few 
days ago on a case or slaves being claimed. The present cas~ di1fe~s in the 
demand. being made by his Highness the Guicowar; but in other'respects# as far 
~ relates to the practice q our magistrates on claims for dEilivedng up slaves, \t 
18 the same. " 

> The question I P\1t in my last Minute.on, the present rerer~~<;e is this# What 
is the obligatio~ we art! u!lder to giv~ up the slaves? if ~t is by any articl~' of 
the treaty, let It be shown, and then, if the treaty imposes the obhgatlODt it tnus~ 
be complied with.; : ' r • 

In reg.ar~ to the course ohedeemingthe slaves~ I do not think itan~eipedient 
course;. It lS. not one ~hat would be lIked or be assented to by his Highness, I 
should ~~aglDe; and If th~ treaty does not oblige 1}s to cause the return of the 
slaves, It IS not necessary. " 't • '. ' 

;38. ,. >,.' I. II ~ Before, 

No.5. 
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Before, too, it could be done, I ima~ine the expenditure must be .confirmed 
!by the GQvernmcilt oflndia:' \ ), .< <,' ,,[ " >" ",', ,.', .,1 -. ! 

J M it is a political question, al1d otle \of some general importance,"it might 
possibly be wise ,to refer it to the Government. of Indi~ to ktlo\t" how tlUcn a case 
'Would be dealt with by the magistrates there, on a similar demand by any foreign 
prince with whom we are in alliance. I hope I shall not be here tnoughf"8.8 de
~iriilgJto prolong discussion,' liut -tlimply to do what is right, that the best 'eon-
elusion 'may be come to. I, ,'I , , ' 'J "", , :!" ,i I 't • _ ~ 

" 3 MaY}838. ' 1, \ ;,' '(si~ed):', G. 'W. ~,uterso,,~ -, 
('true'~op'~~s.) ", "j • f; I" 'h\',j ',,' " 

• It' r J. J r'd \ 4 ~ '_ i j ,~ 1 1 ~ 

'., i I, " f" {signed) I JL.~R.tReii4 " t 
Acting Chief Secretary to Government~ , 

1 • II" 1 '" r --,,-, \ 

1 ~!l ~li!'" h~~\.J: '.j,.l"f ~ _1',1 ,.J \ ,t.. 

(No.3.). I ,.1 ; _ -) ',r, , . 
t;. ",... t ,i I 

EXTRA.CT BOMBA. PqL~,?~f~_ ((ffsULTATJO:W, May 1838. 

From the H()nOUi'able~iJa esSutherland, Political Commissioner and 'Resident, 
·Baroda~\ to JJ PArillbughby, Esq_ Secretary to Government, Bombay. dated 
,2 April 183S. ' 

S~, -
Para~ i,!'t tllvi the' iionoiir' 'ttl lreqileJt'cyoti'>Wili f$ubihft 'the f subject 'Of, this 

address for the,considetation of .the Right honourable the Governor in Con~cil, 
'that itsttuctiop.Jn;tay b~ Issued 'placing th~\m~tter to wnicp. it ,elates oA a prooer 
'footillg~ ., " ' -, <', ;! ,', ' ". '\ I I, ,', ." t { 

2.' A person'at Baroda w~rtt td Po()nah~ 'accomPanied, i>ya maie Slave'belong
ling to hIS father; th'is'$lavelefJ hiih:withduf'Pennission. and 'Would not return 
"after efery pi'oper ~ndeavour had beeii iIsed on the ~pot.l 'The fat~et applied to 
me tll afford himlassi~tance; I inrconse'luen«e, l addressed a letter'to' tliq sUEer-

J intendent br',baz~ai'sJ fl,t 'l;'ooiIa; ,"requesting 'his' aid'to obtain testoTation,- bu£ 
\vithOlft any pt6pe(~ect, 'a$'\\riU be- seeri from his ~ep11' 'which',l submit with 
~his letterY' In bis 'teply.h'~ asserts'thlit'no power is "fsted irl: him hy Which lie 
~ari fn any way intertere Of ~nf()rc~ 'his return. J' • I '.' " I " ,f, , : l 

~ 3, By, this denial of jusvce:thin,aster''O( the tilate is',injure'd Jit liis property, 
-and l' .sn6uld think 'the snperirttend~nt is 'not J1istified '~n acting as I he tiM done, , 
'for he "pqssesses th~(same',poW'"erS Wit4in miliiahllimit& that 'a ,tUtah1magistrate 
"does within his jurisdlcfiorl, "trh<Jer genetaJ reguratio'IiS::' , , .j f , I" : 

, '4. On the introductio'11:of 0111' rql~, ~e' found slaV'efy'to{ exist;l sanctioned tiy 
, the 'laws' or the' bountrjr; (land' irlf India. there' hast 'been i'ui legisJati ve' enactment 
'doing away with/slavery or .making 8,D.y distinction i11' ~b~ telati.ve positions' 1n 
''V,hich' mastel:" 'and slave '.stand" t~' each tother ; . m: faei, 'the' property of ~he owner 
i#,a. ~lave is as ''lIlUch reSp~cted ~y the'cbns~t"Q.t;ion at' tbia ,pre~ent time as ,it 

;..ever'wtts:" . .) ~!" " .. I hl1,. ': I ""t) J! l ',/ U • J i • ;.df.. J J ,) 

, 5.\ !he only enactment touching slavery is, entirely distinct from tb,is ~ 
'and Pt:rtain~' to the ~urchhse and sale" Qf slaves. ' :, -:'", t ,.' .- , .: 

" ~' 6-: '¥agistrates restore Trtnln~'ay"slaves!. indee4"th~1 are b,ound ,to yield their 
aId In SO doing, in th~' same, way 'tt~ in' cas~B bf ~asterand servant, 01' in matters 

, connected with the 'forcible dftep.tion 'of ~ropel'ty;' while' thel'e is' no' law, rul,e, 
~"Or'recogrlised bustbin to tlie contrary that I am awar~ pl. 1 I '. : .. ' " 1, 

, '7 ~:'MI'.' Salmon is 'no~ sihgula:t1fu'f the opiniolJ"he h~ ~iven, ,lot many llave 
~ri'oneousI.t acted' on the same pl'ulciple', ~tnan:ating; I believe, fJ.'om ~manclpation 
of slavery, ell'iewhere by the I Bri~il;li' ~arliam(mt;'1?ut 'which 'does' not ~:dend ~o 
domestic slavery in lndia; and, as' judlcial ahd, hlligisterlal officers 'are bound \ to 
adn1inister the IawB,'they ~liould'regal'd 'those 'only that arE!'lrrescribed.for their "'llidance. I...., .. J I> ~ II tJ 1,., I' S'/ 1;... r • / l' .) .,.: "i (. f ~ r ~ .,. f 'I ;"1 I J t l..t t I' fl.-

.t:> .., \r 
!,t _ 1 '1"'~'1' ~ ~j.ll 1 .... '~ '-Ih' ,&.f ,,~(.l· tltH'.J "',/' 

.o.f ... • ~ t { I ,,;.. oF r ~ • l' I '" av~, c. t< 1- 1'" 

'\ ~ .. ").' f'} "".I l )I,i )j~~~ ",," (1 ., .. J.~)I- 1··" j,( ti,.r~ d)~fr j ~'J. S t~ )zarui~ ~ 
l. -,' '" ' 1/,';;; t \ ,;:,,J' ,{V,l-' ~'. Sl~~ ". ,.',,:1/. fJ1' ~.,; 'I); 
~j tlq·l.: 1 ',I', t~·vI.J ".'·~'PohtlCal,\.,iommISSlOnel'andRetloentr:f 

1rOl~UC C •. < 'Oh'!1 'W' -;1_ '" ... ot ... •• ,,' " , .... , 
• ..... ,t I ,a OmmlSS\Oner s mee, llaTOu.a, .. _ '1-1 1_' ~ _" 'I •• !. I ~\f' } 

',' . 2 April1838~ ~ ,';' ','- ", 
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11 'I't"1 ~ '" t... • f, , i' It, \ ... '" t f , ' < 

.From W. B. Salmon, Esq. Lieutenant, Acting Super~ntendent of Ba~ars and 
Police, PoonaA1 to the lIonoUl'able James Sutherland, ;Esq. Political Commis

, I &i.oneJ; and Re&i<lelll.ts jJ(J3'oda, dated ~1 March U~jJS. , 
, l 't I • 

Sir, Ij , • I.,,' • I,. I l I .' 

. pa.ra.-i~, l:N ~nswer to your commnnication, No. 101, dated 14tP, February 
1838, received through Shaik Ahmeerooddeen, I beg tG il,lform . you , that the 
sIafe alluded to if not d~tained here by me, but is at present re$iding ip. the 
Sudur Bazar, and objects to tet'unt to his master. . 

'2. I beg further to state, for Your information, that there is no power vested 
in the Buperiiltendeilt of police.by which he can in any way interfere of enforce 
bisreturn •. ) J "".,f,.~l,,, I~,,,"! 

(signed) w: B. Salmoh, Lieutenant, 
. Acting SYl!~ri!!:!encle.I!! 9J.l3azra and Police, Poona. 

"Cantonment Adawlut, Camp near Poon8.t 
21 March 183S. 

~ , ., '" Ii '(tfue''t!dPy:} I,!; ( \ ,'" ' 

i. ,.!tl ) f I 1 ,,(signed) ,'W~ Cour~~ey, , 
, 'f \ ' I' '. ~J Second,Ass,i~tl).Qt.,r91itical O,om~$iQner. 

, Mum.,:&. by ~he: ~ht p.,opqu}'~qlt;.th~qqverpo.r, ,~ate4 21 ,Aptill838. , 

: f~i.). 'iRER~ ~eem\t~ Jq~to't~!~~~iAer~blf difli,c~i~ies i~ ~~ c~se, tPo~gs· 
f qw'e agree with Mr. Sutherland that -we are not to apply to it European 

_ stan4ar4s JO{ la...r, Pt: f'ee1~g~\. (TM , .. ~a~~1. p( l<\ome~ticr. sl,~yery, is in. thiii country a 
'egitJm~te .<ltil?,.~d ~~i'",j~.s~~t~, t~e~~ are pbhg~¥~s aPs~g ou~ of it wh!cp 

· llone can 96, JUf!ti:{iqd lQ ,~lob.t,irig, 1~p4 w'\u''f~,t;he, p:1agl~trat~ l,S op,- JlO pc~lq~ 
bound tq enforce., c (, l '''~ . , , t, ,'. , 

· .; ~" tn ~e Pfest;~t ip",t~nc4;,'a.;f9r~igQ.~r .. tr~veU~d, into, the ~om~ay ienih;lrles 
acr;:ompamed by ~ ~3;vef,'\V.hoc~e(qli~d to ~tt~nd ,~u~ > llac,k. 'on ~s ~rpar~ure. On 
,that . re~usl}J taking ,plac~ ..,th~> ,ml1st~r j~gh~ undoubtedly l~ave, appb~d t9. the 
magistrate, who would, I presume .. , p.3:v.~ s~mmQ~E1d the ,$lave" JI.~d A!an,e~> Qn tp,e 
mast~r ~o pro~.E; pis tft~e.. ~ ~ . .lfOthj.ng in, t~e r~gtllation~,,~ ,to ('thl1 »atUJ:e of 

, the pr?w reqt.u!ed, ~~d \ ~nqWI ~p,t the practice i ~p.t I ,~d ~uPpos.~. th~t ~e !¥l~ged 
slar~ wo~ld h~ve'ib~e.n a1).Qw,t1d,~ su~ci~nt.lqp~ s~and~"iJl. tMtIQ,ag~st~a~es ~ou~t 
to dlSpUt~ the claImant's tit\e_ ,eitJter OIl ~he g;tO~~~ ,tpa~ P,~, w~ !Wt ~ $~I}.~~, or 
that, pavUlg, ~~ep, ~uch,. ~he :fel~t~op., had I byj~u~seqqent, :CO,Il$\lPt OJ; 'll~m~ otheX' 

'to.urse ~eeI} dJSSO~Vfd, -P;.l!t Il-lll~Tents t~9-t t1\, Ipas~~ paq by cruel ~,r,~t~~~t,for· 
eIted.hlsrI~h~.to~Ilfor<l~lt""'J '''-1'", '''1'4' r, ~. I :"1 .-,h' 'I~ 

i 1 3., All t~lE~lwould)~ve ~eep,~at~r;. pf'lr,egu,l~,iR-qulFY ,and a,dJ1;l4ica,t}?n,. ~ge 
,parties being cQllfrQItte4, tan~ the w,ltness~s ~e~g _e~aI~llIle~ ,qn ,oaili,l9- .0pEtn 
~ou:t; and the deciSIOn wou!a, I presume, have. been examlDa~le by '" Ng~~ 
JudIcature. I • , '" 1 , 1 " I l' 'l' , I 

• ~~. It'seems to me"a'very di~er~t'e~~el.~~erl.' aj)~r~~~' resi4l~g,:~~ ~a:r~d.a 
) cIa!m~ to, be th~ Jn~te~ O~'I' perso~ !esi~ing ~~ ,t~ ;heart; of t~e BOIQOilY. t~m
tor~e~. and. ~hrough, the,)3ntish ltesident, f!alls, ,pn.,~lieJoca) Bombay':mp,gIstrftte 
to seIze the. pel's()~ ,so, fl~imed, ,an~ ~ .d~~yeJ.'. hUll" up I to :the fQrelgtL maste,r. 

· TIle title he;e is ma.de U?t; i~,.'in,~d~I out oat, all,,J,.efor~\ aI\ :~,ce4 :yho ~as" 'p'ro
.perly spe/lkl~g, n?,Jud.icul,l,Pow,er~ ~nd by ,an~~ par(e pt:oc«;,edmg, ~n. t~~ ab~c:nce 
.' of, the var,ty, ~hq l~ t(} be; ,0, c1~epb' affected ,by i 1t; and, it -;ts to 'be eD,forcea, Jf at 
, itl1, by th~ l~<;abnagist!a!e, on a. Ple~e intimatIo~! or ~t ,py letter. !rithout gomg 
, 1hrQug~ any. par,t oft!hat Judi~i8:1 prq(!ess',w~ich 18 necessary. in all ,other, Cas~8 of 
~ proper~y c1al~ed hy ~ ~t;a~ la}V, an9 to, v.h!ch the 1Oast:r must h,v,e, submItted 
had he preferred his claIm personally, and WIthout affordlDg to the aI1ege~ .slave 
any opportunity of ap1,lealing against the decision, if unjust. ., -, 

5. There C3.Q. pe no doubt that a, foreigner may sue in our courts of civil jus
ti~e ,f'?r.,th~ ~ resti~u~on .()~ 'property, unjustly -WIthheld from him i but there he 
must; I apprehend, proceedJ in one Of two -ways. He must appear beforl.'l the 
.court either personapy, or by tul attorney lawfully con'stitute<!. and in either 

238• .. • 'i t S " " .' ~ I, ' ''<' ~ ., cas~ 
~ . ~ 
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case he must establish his'e1aim by s~or.n Pr<?ots,. f!.,ubjected ~o-stri~t ~xalI1inatiol! 
;in the presenee and on the part of die r.esliting party, ~nd Itlvolvmg th.e penal-
ties of petjury if found to be false. ' ". ,'.", c 0, , 

6. I see not why the same principle .does not hold in ,such an instance wi the 
present. It would undoubtedly hold, I presume, if the property claimed were of" 
any other kind. Let us suppose tbis Baroda in~abitant to i~form the British 
,ResJdenf tlla.t there w~ a horse Qra bal~ of goods 111 the P05sesS1DIl of a person at 
Paona, which such per:son refust::d td givf) up. land then let ut' suppose the itesi .. 
dent to write to the mtlgistrate of Ppona, assUfing him that he (the Resideilt) had ' 
satisfied himself of the justice Pi :the claim, and therefore 'requested the magis.! 
t1'ate to. J!eize &ucli horse Of'l>al~ of goo~ and forthwith to send, it.hy a eareful 
person. to Baroda; 'Would any ma.gistr.ate listen to lIuch ~'application~ Of ' could 
he be censured fot not listening to It yet it; cannot be conceived that less care or 
ceremony is 'necessary tWh~ '.thA ptc>perty lclaimed is the person of a human 
beillg., '" I • '. • 

7. There is another class ~f cases whicQ. ~a y b.e referr~d to.on the present .pc
casion. A foreign subject, accused of'crimes or suspected pf lIla.chinations against 
the state to which he belongs, flies into our territory, and being reclaimed through 
the British Resident at that state, is givf)D. upit>,Y order of this Government. This, 
however, is confined to the cases of persons suspected of being criminals or 
traitors, and even in \)uc4 c;lsef;l a comJ?lian.ce with the -demand is by no means a 
matter of ~ourse. lIt 'must be an ac!t of the Government, done either on solemn 
consIderation of the particular circumstances, or in fulfilment of !lome stipulation 
in a treaty, which presupposes such consideration to have been given to the sub. 
ject g~ne,rflIJy. ,N<) magistrate would, giv~ ~ffect to suell .demand, except under 
orders, general or particu'lar, from his government, 1l0f would any government 
exercise on lig4t ~ro~nds a power which implies, I would not say vigour beyond 
the law, but' certaInly a supercession of the ordinary'fo~s of judicial procedure. 

8~ How {ar the case of -fugitive sla"Ves would fall' within the class just described. 
t will not attempt to determine. It certainly, would fall within that class, if the 
fugitive were 'Silspected 'of having tobbed his master, or of some other crime; and 
possibly the very-fact bf his flight might be thought to' afford prim4 facie ground 
for such suspicioll,. aut to apply the rule where no crime is alleged, or pre~ 
ten.ded to have beencoinmitted, would, as it appears to' me, be a very hard proceed~ 
ing. I Know that in our slave colonies th~ simple refusal of a. slave to follow his 
'master would have' subjected him to be h.tndled very t6ughly; and this is, 
1 concel'f'e, still the case in several of the United States of America; but I am 
pot prcpaxed'to act"oll those transatlantic precedents in this country. ". 

9. The Board \Vill judge whether or not the above remarks sustain the positiozi 
'With'which I set ,out, :namely, that the question before us is ooe of difficulty ... 
~ am, however, in ~he present instance, pecu1iarly averse to proceed in a sum"t 
mary rty, because the 'master, or at least the person whom the proper maste~ 
allowed 'and directed the srave to attend as snch, had the full' opportunity of pre. 
fefring his claim in the regular manner before the magistrate of Poona, Q1' before 
the superintendent of bazars, and. as Sar as appears, voluntarily pretermitted 
~t;lch opportunity. Ite was at 'Poona when the, .slave refused to follow him: 
why did he nbt at once ~utt}.mon hini before 'the magistrate or the superintendent 
bf bazars t For anything that appears, he felt that he could not' prove,. or 
'eould not tress hi~ title. Perhaps he had discharged the slave; perhapIJ he 
'had..treate him cruelly, and all this would have appeared had he gone before 
the magistrate. He therefore abstains from so inconvenient a course, assured 
that, on his return to I Baroda, a 'short' application to the Resident will set,alI to 
tights, and restore him: the slave'in spite of all resistance. 

}o. On a recent occasion, when: ihe daughter of the Quicowar preferred a 
tlaim nearly similar' to the present; I was willing to' evade ,the dIfficulty by 
.redeeming the two sla"tes demanded.' Her rank seemed to me to render that 
course convenient, as it was both advisable' and practicable. But it js plaiJlly 
a course to be followed onlY'under special circumstancea; in this instance we 
must 'f~ce the difficulty; and, as at preseilt ad"ised~ I j;hould be apt to say' th~ 
the $llalmant, if desirous of recoveriDO' his slave, Viuet proceed 'either as an inhabi. 
tant oC PooM would have to procle:d in a like ca-se, or, if he chooses to :remruI1: 
a~ • BarOda, 'as any other person residing out or the British jurisdiction must 
yroceed for the recovery of any ot.h:er property: How fat it is, open to 'him tq 
aJlpe~r before the magistrate byattorhey, or what are the precise steps he should 
,. r ~. ' ~ .., , • ' • < take" 

'J. 
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tak.e, I am quite unable to. say, but 1 do not· ·think that, in the form in ,which. No. S. 
the dema.nd, eomes to ns, it can. be. complied witb. L qUltl} agree with. JUr_ ~ 0 l\i n .\ Y. 
Sutherland that justice ~hould be done; but what is asked could n04 I think, 
be granted without injustice to another patty. ' 

11. After all, however, I ,mean here to state doubts rather than opinions, and I 
beg the advice of my colleagues. Mr. Anderson's knowledge and experience 
peculIarly qualify mm ~o speak on, the ilubject, and I. shall feel greatly oblige4 
by his giving it attention. I am told that. several instances have occurred of a 
~ompliance with. requisitIOns hke the presf)nt. but.t. should no~ be apt to follow 
such examples unless they can be supported by better reaSons than I have been 
abl~ t9 imagjne.. Precedent cannot sanctify injustIce, and WIthout m~k~ng any 
parade of antL~ervile principles or wishing to apply them to cases to which they 
40 not belong, 1 certainly think that we ought. to be cautious of actlng on light 
ground's or loose authority, ~n any matte~ dec,ting th~ petsona} liberty ot 
mankind. 

21 April 183S. I' (signed). Robert ,Grant. 

• t 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Farish, dated 21 April 1,838. 

I THE course pointed out by the Right, nan. the Governor appears ,to me that 
which would be proper; Mr. Anderson's experience' will, however, be more 
valuable thall my opinion. 

21 ,April 1838., (signed) James Farish. 

MINU'J'~ by the Hononrable Mr .. A'l/.de,rson, dated 23 April 1838. 

HOWEVIm. right Mr. Sutherland's opWon may be upon the general questioll 
(If slavery in this conntry, be was. clearly wrong in co:nceivirtg that he had 
authority. as' Resident at :Baroda, to lequjre a maglstll'ate at Poona to apprehend 
Qf give up It- slave claimed by an indiVIdual at Baroda. nis el:pel,'leIlce will, J 
tnink, have furnished him '\fith no- precedent fOl! this. . 
" B~t the question is even tllor6 doubtful than thIS; ,it is doubtful if the mlJgi~ 
\fate, on the application of the owner himself" could eOJ;npel the slave to return I 

1 say it'is deubtful, because upqn n& question hav~ the authorities in India 
given: more QPposite opinions than- on this, the duties :feqmred of m~giitJ;ates ill 
l'~p~ct tQ slaves. I lltate this frOlD. the documen.ts I saw when in the Law Com" 
!UUlsio:n. . , ' , ; 

The subject was. amply discussed" and we had pefofe us' the written opinions 
"r every authority: in India, e:¥:cept, by the way, the Sudder Adawlut of BOJnba:r~ 
The 1\Ote of the Law Commission, jn. the chapter.of exceptions. p.age 22. ;.fully 
shows, the result_ I, ' '" '. 

If the Right hon. the Governor and Mr. Farish will for a momeXlt turn. to 
that :note" they will at once see in how gJl!at. a state of uncertainty the la;~ at 
present. 'stands throughout IndIa. That is~ what the power of ~astet over his 
,slave-what the authority anQ practice. ~f'"the magistrates in ',~ respecting 
slavea coming before them. ( ., ," 
, In l'espect to the immediate question be/ore the Government, L beg to poimt 
out that the Dombay eode, in its criminal branch, nowhefe excepts the slave . 
from, protection. It. nowhere saysf th,at If the slave be assaulted. that the pe:rsoll 
~ssaulti-ng, be he ~is mastell or any other, :;hall be exempt from punisbment;' it 
nowhere. says, that if the slave fa l'estl'ained, that he, shall not be released;. 'It 
1l0w~re ~ay$. that i£ the slave refuses toretnrn to. the master, that the magistrate 
shall eause him. to. retuln. " . 
, the law our aathoritiell administel: thu~ leaves the s~hj'ect tuldefined, un .. 
touched; hence the'magistrates act npon their discretiontl hen-ce the divers~ty of 
opiDipIJ that is found to prevai~ , , , . .',' \ • ' <: 

. ,_ Ther!f is J;lO aifficulty in showing 1\1r. Sutherland the great uncertainty or the 
law; there IS no difficulty' in showing him that he had not the power to require 
t~e magistrate t@ apprehend the- slate; but th~re is ,d,ifficulty in telling the 
master" tha~ ,r he ,w~shes, the' m~gistr!'te ~~ intel'fer~ that he 1tt\us~,'proceed t~ 
,,2.l8., ... '. " J 1 4 .' . " poona, 
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Poona, and yet tbat it is uncertain if the ;magistrate 'rill interfere when he get$; 
there; it may be difficult, but I declare that I knolf ~o ,other course.. " 

23 Apl'il1838. ' , .' (s,i,ghe~)~ ,,', Gi W. Anderso';" 

MINUTE: by the Right honourable the Governor, subscribed to by the Board. 
j • 

, -
l AM glad to find that Mr. Anderson, in his :minute of the 23d instant, confirms

me as to the only course of proceeding open to the claimant, and differs from 
me only in thinking it very doubtful whether even that course will succeed; 
I subscribe to his observatic>Ils on that point, and indeed on all others. 1\11', 
Sutherland should he informed of our views, at}d should be left to communicate 
so much of them as he 'may think proper to the party concerned. info1'min(J'l 
him, at the same"time, that he has no method of recovering his alleged slav~ 
but by regularly proving his claim before the local magistrate. 

30 'April 1838" (signed) R. Grant. 

Vrom J. P. Tfilloughby. Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the PolitieaI 
j ). 'Commissioner for Goozeratt dated 18 May 1838 .. 

Sir, . 
1 ,AM; directed to acknowJedge the receipt of your letter, dated the 2d ultimo~ 

No. 24'>, r~presenting the non-coI.Dpliance with your requisition by the super
intendent of bazars at Poonah, to deliver up a. slave (the pl'opertyof a Guico .. 

, war subject), who had taken refuge at that place, and, in reply, to communi
cate to you the following observations and instructions. 

/ 2. It appears to the Right hon. the Governor in Council that there are con-
siderable difficulties in this case,_ but Government quite concur in yonr opinion 
that ~e are not to apply to it European standards of law or feeling. The statU$ 
of domestic slavery is, in this country, a legitima~e one. and while it subsists 
there are obligations arising out of it which none can be justified in violatingi 
and which the magistrate is on no occasion bound to enforce. 

3. In the present instance a foreigner travelled into the Bombay territories. 
accompanied by a slave, who refm;ed to attend him back on his departure. 011 
that refusal, taking place the master might undoubtedly have 'applied to the 
lnagistrate, who WQuld, it ·is presumed, have summoned the slave and called 
on the master to prove his title. The regulations are silent as·to the nature of 
the proof required, but it is to be inferred that the alleged slave would have 
heen allowed a aufficient locus standi in the magistrate's court to dispute the claim
ant's title, either on the ground that he was not his slave, or that. having heen 
~ucht the relation had by subsequent consent or some other course been dissolted, 
or at aU events that the master had by cruel treatment forfeited his Tight t() 
enforce it. ( 

4. All these would ha1'e been matters of regular inquiry and adjudication. 
the parties being confronted, and the witnessel'l being examined on oath in opell ' 
court, thl'\ decision being examinable by a higher judicature. ' 

5. It appears to the Governor in Council a very different case when a person 
residing at Baroda claims to be the master of' a person residing in the heart of 
the Bombay territones, and through the British Resi;<lent .calls on the Bombar 
local magistrate to seize the person so claimed, and, to deliver him up to the 
foreign master. The title here is made out, if made out at all, before an 
officer who has, prope:dy speaking, no judicIal powers, and by an e.r parte pro
,~eeding in tIle absence of the party who is to be so deeply. affected by it; and 
'1t is to be enforced. if at all, by the local magistrate, on a mere intimation of it 
by)etter, .without going through any part of that judicial process. which is 
nec~sary In all other,cases of property claimed by a suit at law, and to which 
t~e master m?st have submitted had he preferred his claim personally, and 
Wl~~U;, ~fford!ng tQ the ,alleged slave any opportunity of -appealing against the' 
decIsiOn. 1£ UDJust. \ "_ ' . 
. 6; Tht:re ean be no doubt that a foreigner may sue in our courts of civil 
Just,lce (or the restitution of property unjustly withheld fr9ni him, ~at then he
• .....,,~ ,," "* . • . must • . ..:;} ~ ,. .. 
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must pl'o'ceed in one of· two ways. He must appear before thd court~eithel' per-' 
sonally, or by an attorney lawfully constituted. and in eIther case be must esta
blish his clllim by sworn: proofs, subjected ,to strict examinatIOn in th~ presence 
and on the part of the resisting party, and involvmg the penalties of perjury if 
found to be false. . . J' • 

7. Government do not see why the same principle.does not hold in such an 
instance as the present; it would 1pldoubtedly ~0lQ.. ,If the property clauned 
were of any other kind. For the sake of example, let it be supposed thIS Baroda 
inhabitant informing the British Resident that there was a'horse, or any artiGle 
of merchandi~e, in the possession of a person at Poona. which such person refused 
to give up. and then let It b~ supposed the Resident writing to the magIStrate of 
Poona. assuring hi~ that h~ (the ResIdent) has satisfie4 himself of the Justice 
of the claim, and therefore requesting the magistrate to seize such horse or mer
chandize, and forthwith to send ;t by a careful person to Baroda; it IS clear that 
no magistrate coulq comply with such ap; application, yet it cannot be conceIved 
that less care or ceremony is necessary when the property claimed is the person 
of a hUlllan being: ' 

8 There is another class of cases which may be instanced as applicable to the, 
present subject. A foreign subject accused of crimes, or suspected of machma
tions agamst the, state to which he belongs, flies into our territory, and being 
reclaimed through the British Resident at, that state, is given np by order of tl~lS 
Government; this, however, is confined to the cases of persons suspected of being 
criminals or traItors; and even in such caaes a compliance with the demand is 
by no means a matter of course. It must be an act of the Government, done 
eIther' on solemn consideration of the particular circumstances, or in fulfilment 
of !!om~ stipulation in a treaty which presupposes such conSIderation to have been 
given to the subject generally. No'magistrate would gIVe effect to such a 
demand except under' orders, general or particular, from his government; nor 
would any government exercise 011, light grounds a vower which imphe', a super
cession of the ordinary forins of Judicial procedure. 

,'9. How far the case of a fugitive slave would fall within the class'just described 
it is diflkult to determine; it certainly would fall within that class If the fugItive 
were suspected of having roLbed his master,ot of some other crIme, an~ possibly 
the very .fact of the flight mig~t be thought to afford prima facie ground for 
such suspicion: but to apply the ,rule wherein crime is alleged 61' pretended to 
.have been coxn.mitted, would be a very narsh proceeding. ' ' 

10. Und£(r the above exposition, I am desired ·to remark. that howe,-er ,right 
yO'Ur opinion un this subject may be upon the general question of slavery in this 
country, you labour under an error in conceiving that you possessed authority. as 
Resident at Baroda1 to require a magistrate at: Poona to apprehend or give up a 
slave claimed by an Utdividual at Baroda. ' , 

11. But the question appears to Government even more doubtful than this; it' 
is doubtful if the magisttate, on the application of the owner himself, could have 
compelled the sla\'e to ret11rn to his master. 

12. It is here worthy 'of remark,. that the Bombay Code, in its criminal 
branch, nowhere excepts a slave from protection; it nowher~ says that, if the 
slave be assaulted, the individual assaulting; be he his master or any other per
son, shall be exempt from punishment; it nowhere says' that, if the' slave is 
restrained, he shall not be released; nor is it anywhere laid' down that, if the 
same refuse to 1'eturn to his master, the magistrate snaIl cause him to return. 

'13. Upon no point is the law more undefined .. ana consequ~ntly more, uncer
tain, than on tIre sub~ect of slavery in 'India; and upon no qucstion,haye the law 
authoritiC'$ in India 'glVtm more dIversified opinion~ than of the dutieS required of , 
magistrates in re~pect of slaves: \ . . , 

14. In ~onsequence Of the pel..uliar difficulties attending ihis question, Govern
ment feel averse to proceed in a summary way. It appears that th{l master, or 
at least t?e person whom the proper master allowed and directed the slave to 
attend as such, had the full opportunity of preferring his claim in the'regu1ar 
manner before the magistrate of Poona, or before the superintendent of bazaars, 
and, as far as appearS. 'volunta'l'ily pretennitted such opportunity. ~ He was at . 
Poona when the slave refused to follow him; and it callnot but be- regarded as 
singular that he did not at once summon him before tlle magistl'ate 'or the super..' 
intendent of' bazaars': -it is, therefore, inferible that he felt that he could not 
proJle,_ or could not pT~SS) his title. ' Pelhap~,;h~,had discharged tile slave; l1e1.'-

~38. " ' , ' K K.... , , '''. haps 
, .~ I 
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haps he had treated him cruelly; and all t~is would have. appkr.e~ had he gone 
before the magistrate: het therefore, abstalned from so 1U~onvenlent a course. 
assured in his own mind that on his return to Buoda, a short application to the 
Blitish authority there would set all to rights, and r.estore him. the. slav~ in,spite 
of all resistance. " , , -

15. In conclusion .. 1 am directed to inform ,you that Government leave it _ to 
yonr discretion to commllllicate so much of the views of Govcrxu:nent OD. the sub
ject to the party concerned as you may deem expedient, intimating to him at 
the same time that he possesses no method of recovering his alleged slave but by 
regularly proving his claim before the local magistrate. 

Bombay Castle, 
l8 May 1838. 

(No.4.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Willoughby. 

Secretary to Government. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) L. R, Reia. Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of Government in the Pplitical Department. 

From James Ershine, Esq. Political Agent in Katteewar, toJ. P.1Villoughby, Esq. 
Secretary to Government, Bombay. . 

Sit, 
1. I HAVE the honour to solicit the instructions of the Right honourable the 

Governor in Council in the case of an African slave who escaped from his 
master, a Scindian of'Vagur, and has sought my protection, but is now claimed 
by his owner. 

2. Annexed is the deposition of the poor unfortunate, as also an account of the 
condItion in which he presented himself at Ra.jcote when he first came in. His 
owner demands his restoration, or, if that is not permitted, the price which he 
paid for him. Considering that the lad was not impor_ted by him. but purchased 
from another Scindian, who was not the impor~er also, I believe Govt'rnment will 
decide on obtaining his freedom by the payment of the purchase-money. For 
this reason I have retained the slave under lIly protection, and informed his 
owner that the orders of Government have been applied for in the matter. 

Katteewar, Political Agent's Office, 
Rajcote, 31 Dec. 18~7. 

(No.1.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Ers'hine. 

Political Agent. 

Rajcote, 15 September 1837. 
DEPOSITION of Seedee Mooltarik (does not know his father's name), of,the 

Mukwana caste, originally inhabitant of Africa, lately that of a ness of Scindians, 
about fOUl: miles from Shekarpoor, in the Kutch jurisdiction, aged about 17 
years, taken before Jameg Erskine, esq. political agent in Katteewar. . 

" I was first brought from my country to Muskat i I can't recollect when, 
but remained there for many years. After thi(f I \Vas brought to Mandavie from 
Arabia, by an Arab named Daibman, about five years ago, who sold me to 
a Sdndian named Maunnace (I do not know for how much), who kept me for 
about three days, and then sold me to another Seindian named Kessar, of the 
ness above mentioned; I have no knowledge for how much." 

Cross-queslioned.-" I was brough~ to Mandavie with nille other African slaves, 
~ix male~ and three' females. My comrades 'were sold to different people in 
MandaVle. I served my late master with fidelity, but was ill-treated, stalled, 
and sever~ly heaten, and therefore being unable to suffer 'such bad treatment, I 
effected my escape, and came to Rajeote. I am quite comfortable where I am, 

, and would not hke to go anywhere until I am turned off.",. ,'" '. • I 

, 
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(NO.-2.) 
I AN African lad, of about 16 or 1'7 !eaTS of age, was brought to me about three 

or four days before I started to Bullachree; he was in rags, and bruised all over 
his body, as he had been severelf beaten by his owner, a Scindian of Kukarpoor, 
'who had bought him at Manda'VIe about four years ago. Seeing the poor boy in 
such a state, I was moved with compassion, and gave him clothes, food, and cured 
him by 'applying ointment, &c.; at the same time I assured him that he was 
entirely at liberty, and in a state of freedom, and that he should consider himself 
emancipated since he fell under the protection of the pohtical agent at Rajcote. 

Political Agent's Office. (signed) Lootfallee Khan, Moonshee. 

(A true translation and copy.) 

(signed) James Ersltine, PolItical Agent. 

MINUTE by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 26 Jan. 1838. 

I THINK' the owner of this unfortunate youth should, as a special case, be paid 
by Government ,the price for which he was purchased. 

But befot:e -sanctioning this, Mr. Erskine, without informing the owner of our 
intentions, should ascertain from him what was the amount of the purchase. 

26 June. (signed) R. Grant. 

MINUTE'by the Honourable ·~r. Farish; dated 27 January 1838. 

IT would not, I submit, be lawful to surrender him, nor to permit him to be 
seized as a slave within our jurisdiction. Would it not, therefore, be sufficient for 
the political agent fully to explain to the owner what are our laws against 
slavery in this respect, and to express regret that it would be a breach of those 
laws to comply With his application? And this course might have some effects 
in preventmg the ill-treatment ot their slaves by ,Scindians, which might be aggra
vated by a well-known case of, full price obtained for an unruly slave, by his 
fleei'ng from his masters cruelty. 

27 January 1838. (signed) J. ,Parish. 

MINUTE by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 2 Feb. 1838. 

Su VERY within the dominions of British India is not unlawful, though the 
sale ot slaves is so. ' 

Still less can. 'We say that ou;t' laws will not allow of out recognizing the' exist-
ence of slavery in Katteewar. ' 

, We have very lately been compelled to admit the right oltha Rao.of Cutch 
to import slaves into llis own dominions. , , ' , 

I dare say Mr .. Erskine will take the opportunity to exp~ess to the Scindian 
slave master his opinion Qf the 'great evil of treatmg his slave with cru~lty . 

.on the whole, therefore; I would submit that we should act on my former 
mmute: > 

2 February 1838:' , : ~signed) R. Grant. 

MIN~E by the Honourable Mr. Fa1'isk, dated 3, Feb~ary 1838. 
, ~' 

IN reporting the amount stated to be the purchase-moiIey of this slave, perhaps 
the polItical agent sho'Q.ld also state whether that amount seems what would be 
reckoned a fair price for such a slave. " \' - , . 

238. K K 2 .'. 'It , t . I should. 
H 'it I- ... •• . , 
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, I should be much oblicred to the secretary to point out'the regulation (if there 
be any) under which, wrthin the jurisdiction of our courts. a magistrate may 
interfere to punish ~ runaway slave, or 'to. ~ompel ,him ~o return to his' master; 
or if there be not such :regulation, .and a master, lU uswg force. to compel the' 
reiurn of such.slave,.should do ~im_" bodily injury, the regulation.(if there be. 
any such) under which stich master would be. relieved from, the penalties of ,an 

'u;njustifiable assault.' ,~\, ; ,.I ,I '" .'" ; '" l! I '", ; , ,. " 

I befl' to apologise for ,giving this trouble; but I have not been able to trace 
any prgvisions on the pubject., f .,' 

3 February 1838:' j;, ,,' . .:.. . (siglled) ': ., ~J. farishJ, 

(No. 258 of 1838., 
/' 

From the Secretary to Government, 'Bombay, to the First Assistant Political" 
Ageht in' Charge, Katteewar.' . , 

Sir, . '. , .f 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. ,trskine's letter, dated the 
31st December last, WIth enclos~re,' soliciting instructions in the case of an 
African slave who escaped from his'master, a:Scindian of Wagur, and sought the 
protection of the British Government, but now claimed by his owner., ' 

2. In reply I am instructed to acquaint you that the'Governor in Council is of 
opinion that the owner of this unfortunate youth should, as a 'special case, be paid, 
by Government the price for which he was purchased j but, before sanctioning 
any sum, you will be pleased, without informing the owner of this intention, to 
ascertain from him what was the amount of the purchase, and to state whether 
that amount seems what would be reckoned a fair price for such a slave. . 

Bombay Castle, 
10 February 1838. 

(No. 103, of 1838.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. lVilioughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

. . 
-. . 

From J',Ersltine, Esq. Politi?al .. ~gent, Ka.t~eewar, ~o J. P. W,illoufihby, Esq. 
Secretar v to Goverment., Bomba7l• • 

ffi~ ~ ~ , 

,1st. 'WITH reference to 'the 2d para. oryour letter to' my 6rst as~is~t, No.'258, 
of the loth ultimo, I have th~ honour ,hel'ewitp. tq transmit, for the information 
of the Right hon. the Governor in Cpuncil, copy of a correspondence between 
that officer and the Resident in Cutch, from which it appears that the Seedee 
slave in question was obtainedrby his owner in exchange for a buffalo and milch 
cow, valuing 250 Kutek. ~oories, or Company's Rs. 65. 15. 5. This sum, Colonel 
Pottinger states, is llot considered a high price for. a slave .. in which opinion I 
perfectly agree, since I find that the average price of a grown-up Seedee in this 
province has seldom or never fallen below 100 sicca rupees. 

I'have, ~p. • ,. 

I (signed) , .. ,!. '.~rski~~, . 
, '.' . PolItIcal Agent. 

Kattee,,;ar, Political Agent's Office, 
RaJ cote, 24 March 1838. i 

, . 
. , " 

, , 
, < 

1 ' 11 I: I • t f rtf' 1 f ( '1 '-I, 1 

{No. 84,of1838.) , , , .. , , 't, J 

From the First Assistant Political Agent in' charge, Dhorajce, to Colonel Pottinger, 
Reoident in Cutch Bhooj. 

Sir, . I ' , 

\ 1 t ' 

. I HA.yE tl~e hOllOur to annex copy ot'a letter from Mr. Secretary Willoughby, 
of th~ loth lDstant, and..as the Seedee slave therein'alluded to formerly belonged 
to Scmde Kes~ur. who is eaid to reside in a ,ness near Shikarpoor, in Wagur, I 
shall feel oblIged by ,your either procuring for me the information required in 
the second para. of the GOvernment letter, or sending that individual to me here. 

, ~"" ,. ;TIfe . 
I" t· 
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'The Seedee slave further states, that Scindee Keshur 'Purchased him from an old 
man' in; lfandavie of the nam~ of ,Munace, ,to whom he was sold by the Arab: 
dealer.' He is not aware·'Of the price paid by,either oc'these parties, and it would 
therefore appear advisable to..ascertain~ if possib~~ from Scindee Munace, like
wise the prIce ~or which he sold_ hi~~, MQob~ck i& the name-of the Seedee; 
.and he states that he-waEi sold about five years a~«l at Mandavie, by Arab Dulli" 
man, and transferred a few days afterwards to his late owner. _ ' " 

• ,1" .; , ; : • 'v,' , I ht~e, &e. ,J i 

(signed) W. .l~ng,' 
Dhoraje~,\26 Feb. 1838. First Assistant Political Agentln charge. 

j ~ ~ , ,..,./ , 

(No. 58 of 1838.) 

From 'the Re~ident i~ Gutch Btw'oj to 'capiain "an$, ~s~istant 'Politi~al' Agent in 
charge', Rajcote. . 

Sir, . " .. 
r HA vi the' h~nour 'to' ackno;ledge the 'receipt of your l~tter of the 26th uIt" 

with, its accompanying copy of one from Mr. Secretary Willoughby, and to 
acquaint YOlt that the SciIJ,de (K;eshur)' $tates $Ilt he gfl-ve ~ buffalo and a milch 
cow (which 11a<f, been prevIously appraised py competent judges at 250 <:ories), 
for the Seedee boy Moobat;1.1ck" to Munllaee Toork. of Dribbh, near Mandavie. 
I also find that 250 cories, or 'CQmpanis Rs.65. 15. 5. is not considered it 
high Jlriee for a slave. . 

I have, &c. 

Bhooj Residency, 19. March 183S. (signed)' H. Pottmger. 
I J 

(No. 1081 of 183'S.) 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the 
Political Agent, Katteewar. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt' pf your letter, dated the 24th March 

last, with its enclosure, regarding an African slave who escaped from his ,IIl,aster 
and sought the protec~on of the British Government, and to acquaint ,ypu that 
the Right honourable the Governor in'-Coulicil is pleased, as a special case,' tp 
authorIse your paying to the bwner'of the slave in' question, Rs~ 65.' '15; 5,. as 
compensation,' and to set the 'Sla.;ve'at l1~¢y. 

\ -£ .. f l I f,t, 1), otj l~ \ 1l h~ve,,'&c. \ I ' 

, • ,,; r,i (signed) J. P. IKi/lottgh.b'y, , 
\ BOIIl,qay Castle, 9 JUlJ.e 1838. ' •. I ' Secretary to G~H<erlJ.II)ent • 
.»-. , ~t?'l ,J .j 

• r ... • j 1 41ft 1 ... { {: \ 0' \ t j 1 i • 

r y 
(No •. 1082\of,183S.?, I r ,\ ." ~ , .. I 

,From the Secretary to Government to the A..ccountaxtt-p;,eneral. \ 
Sir, ... 1 .. \ - If t. 

I AM: directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
for your information copy of my letter of this date to the pplitical agent at Kat~ • 
teewar, authorising hiro to disburse the sum of Rs. 65: 15: 5:/on; aecount <of a 
slave who has been set at liberty by order uf,Gov.ernment. ' , ,;, \ ~ ~ , !' _ 

, , ' " 1,. J. - " \ , I hav~ &c. . J 

I " (~igned), ~ J. P., Willoug~by: . ' l 
i, ~~~biy 'C~t~e, 9~ .1,une'18.3~:1 ,.' " , , >, < , S,ecfet,a~11to Go~~rn~ent. , , 

• ;: .•• ! I '.1 ~ \ 'I 

KKS 
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, , , 

(No. 1083 ot 1838.}' , " " 

'lfhe Same to the" Ci~il Audii6~. , ' 

(True copies.) , 
(signed) L. R. Reid, 

Acting Chief Sectetary to Go~ernment. 

ORDERED, That c pies of the for.egoing ~ommunication !r?m the acting chief 
secretary to Government of Bombay, be sent to the JudiCIal Department, in 
order that the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut of this division of the Bengal Presi
dency may be called upon to st~te . what is t~e .practice of the courts uJ;lder their 
control, in regard, to cases of a sItmlar description. " 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. ,Yo Bayley, ' 
Assistant Secretar);" Government of India. 

t 

(No. 118.) 

To F. J. Halliday, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bengal . . 
Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you 
the accompanying copy of an extract from. the Proceedings of the Supreme 
Government, in the Political Department, dated the 12th jnstant, and to request 
that you will, with the permission of the Honourable the Deputy-governor of 
Bengal, call upon the Sudder Dewanny Ada",lut at the Pl,'esidency', for a report 
of the nature therein alluded to. 

Council Chamber, 
24 Sept. 1838. 

,(No. 2240.) 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. H. Maddoclt, 
Officiating SecY to t4e Government of India. 

To J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 
Judicial Department. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the 1I0nourabie the Deputy-governor of'. Bengal to forward 

the accompanying copy of a letter from the registrar to the Court of Sudder 
Nizamut Adawlut (No. 3194), under date the 9th ultimQ, submitting the 
opinion of the Court upon the subject referred to in Mr. Maddock's letter of t~e 
24th September last, regarding the practice obtained in the courts on occasion 
of female slaves running awax from their owner.s on plea of ill-treatment. 

Fort, William, • 
4 Dec. 1838. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. H. Young, . 

Officiating DepY Sec)' to the Government of Bengal . 

(No. 3194.) \ 
• I" ~ ! 1 j, 

~o P. J. Halliday, Esq. Secretary- to" the Government of B~ngal, i~ the Judicial' 
Department. 

,_ Sir, ' ; 
Nlzamut Adawlut: I AM directed by the Court to acknowledge th~ receipt of your 

Present R. H. Rattray W.Brad- I (N h d I' . hI' th t 
don,'al:d W. Mone;, 'esqrs., etter 0.1916), dated t e 2 u tlmo, WIt enc oaures, requestmg ~ 
Judge.; J. F. M. ReId, esq., the Court wilt state the practice of the criminal courts under the!r 
9fficlatmg Judge. control, in reO'ard to cases of a similar nature to that in which hIS 

I;) Highness . 
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Highness the Guicowar demanded. 'through the resident of Baroda, that the No.8. 
magistrate of Nassick" should deliV'er up two female slaves belonging to his B 0 MBA Y. 
daughter, who had left her on her arrival at that place from Poollah. 

2. In reply, I am desired t9 state, for the information pf his Honor the Deputy
governor, that" in ordinary cases, the jurisdiction in matters regarding the pro
perty in slaves rests with the eivil courts, and; that a magistrate would not be 
justlfied in interfering, in order t9 compel their return to persons claimmg them. 
In tIle case under consideration, t'he Court are of opinion that a magiiltrate should 
have acted precisely as the magistrate..()f Nassick, has done) that is, refuse to 
deliver up the slaves, and refer the question for the, decision. of Government, 

3. The Court direct me to observe, that on a forrq~r oCCIlsio.n the Government 
authorised the payment of the value of certain sla\res claimed under somewhat 
similar circumstances. At the same time, however it was remarked that, what- Ste Mr. see,refry 

ever reasons' may exist for maintaining the e~ist ng .laws resp~cting domestic Po~~:~:;~s~ D~l: 
slavery among the two great classes of the native ubJects of thIS country, the 6th June 1810. 

Mahomedans and Hindoos, the Governor in Cou cil is not aware of any prin-
.ciple of justice or policy, which requires us to re del' our courts of judicature 
the instruments for 'compelling persons who may eek an asylum in the British 
territories, to return in bondage to the countries, from which they may have 
.originated. The principle involved in this extract from the secretary's letter, 
the Court apprehend, is applicable to the case or a slave seeking the protection 
of the Company's Courts, thougb brought within their jurisdiction by the foreign 
proprietor himself. 

4. The enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. 

I am, &e. 
Fort William, (signed) J. Hawkins, Registrar. 

9 November 1838. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT, 4 December 1838. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) J. H. Young, 
Officiating Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

(No. 518.) 

From J. P. Grant, ,Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 
J. C. C. Sutherland, ,Esq. Secretary to the Indian ,Law Commission, dated 
24 December 1838. 

No. u. 

Legislativ~ De· 
Sir, partment. 

I AM directed by the HonouTable the President Extract Political Departmellt, dated 12th Sept. 1838. 
• C '1 t fi I'd to you for the information of To Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated 
lD O~Cl 0 orwa ..' . ~4-th Sept. 1838. 
the IndIan Law CommlSslon" copIes of the papers From\OfficlatlDg Deputy Secretary to the Government 
noted in the marO'in, with refer~nce to the General of ~ngal, .,ated 4th Dec. 1838• 
Report upon Sla~ery in India, which the Commis- / 
sion are now prepanng. ,~ 

i I have, &c. ' 

(signed) J. P. (irant, ' l Council Chamber, 
24 December 1838. Officiating Secretary to Government;of India. 

/ 
EXTR.4.CT BOMB.4.YI POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 31 'Ma/1839~ . 

From P. W. Le Geyt, Esq.: ltegistrar, to the Secreta;y to Gj~rntnent, Political 

SIr' • 
. ." Department, Bombay, dated 4 AprIl 18*, • 

. I AM dIrected by the judges of the Budder Adawlut tofa~' no~iedge the receipt 
of your letter of the 12th ultimo, and, to forward, for t e, infonnatioD._of the 
Honourable the Govem~r in Council, the copy of ~ircu~ar instructions ~hich 
- 238• , . It It 4 have 

.' \ .. 
, " 

fl , \ ,,~ 
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have b~e~l issued for the information and guidance of the magistrates' on tna 

subject. I h &' ave, c. 
f (signed) P. W. Le Geyt, , 

Bombay, Sudder AdaMut, ,f Registrar. 

~ April 1839. / "g " f r, 

I To lhe MAGIS,.U,.E.. • 

Sir. /' . , , h G • C . . 
UNDER instruct'ons front the Honourab~e t e overnor In ouncII, I am 

directed by the j dges of the Budder FouJdaree Adawlut to forward, for your 
information and ""uidance, 'the accompanymg copy of a letter from the Sudder 
Adawlut at Ben~l to the address of the Secretary to Goyernment of India, of 
the 9th Novemb r last, regarding the pra~tice in force llnde~ that presidency, tor 
disposing of ca, es of female slaves runDl\lg away from theIr owners under the 
plea of ill-treatment. . " 

I am directed to observe, that the Bombay Code places the lDvesbgatlOn of 
slave questions (i. e. between a legal master and slave) in the hands of the 
magistIate, to whom t!le cognizance of such h!ls als~ in p~ac~ice appertained, and 
it is not intended to dlsturb the present practIce, where It IS found agreeable to 
the eXIsting law. All importation of slaves above 10 years of age into the 
British territories has been declared illegal, by an interpretation of 30th August 
1833, on section 30 of Regulation XIV. of 1827; and the Court consider that it 
i., competent,. for Go~ernment to prevent the restoration of slaves seeking refuge 
III the BritIsh from a foreign territory, and in all such cases you will be pleased. 
to make a reference to the Honourable the Governor in Council. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 
4 April 1839. 

\ 

I have, &c. 
(signed) P. lY. Le Geyt~ 

Registrar. 
-'" 

. 
EXTRACT POLITICA.L LETTER from Bombay, dated 20 May (No: 16) 1840. ) 

• 
Para. 2. ON the 6th November 1837, the acting magistrate of Ahmedabad. 

solicited instructions as 10 whether certain slaves, who bad resided for a period 
of thtee years in one of the villages under his superintendence, but who were 
now claimed by the thakoor of Roopal, should be compelled to return to that 
indIvidual; and the thakoor was a~ the same time informed that the question 
had been referred for our decision. 

3. Before, however, we had come to a decision on this point, we received a 
letter from the political commissioner for Guzerat, reporting that. a party of 
sowars, headed by th~ son of the thakoor of Roopal, had violently seized the 
persons of ~he slaves above-mentioned, in consequence of their not having been 
given up to the thakoor. On this occasion Mr. Sutherland remarked, that in hia 
opinion the British Government is bound to respect slavery in this country, and 
that we have no right to interfere ,in any way contrary to established custom in 
such matters. ' 

4. In r~ply, we informed Mr. Sutherland, that whatever. may be the system in 
Guzerat, lD respect to enforcing, the return of slaves to their owners, 'We could 
not under any circumstances tolerate the adoption of such a course as that pur
s~ed by the son of the thakoor of Roopal, which could be regarded in no other 
lIght than that of an aggression and inroad into the British territories, for the 
P'!lrpose of violeD:.tly righting himself; that by such an act both the thakoor and 
hIS son had forfeIted aU claim which they might possess on the British Gover~ 
ment for li:ss)s~al!ce in compelling the return of the slaves in question, who, we 
?bberved, If :wIllIng to return:might be permitted to do so, but that we could not 

" In any way lllterfere in the case. r ' -' 

5. We at the same t~m~ i~formed Mr. Sutherlaud, that, as a general fllle, the 
only mle~od open trr lndmduals for recovering runaway slaves is by proving 
their c ~lm before the}o'cal magistrates.' , q , , 
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(No. 96 of 1837.) 

EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 11 July 1838. 

From J. H. Jackson, Esq. Acting Magistrate, Ahmedabad, to E. H. Tow1t8c1,'td, 
Esq. Acting Secretary to the Government, Bombay. dated 6 Nov. 1837. \ 

Sir, 

No.8 
BOMBAY. 
""'--

I HAVE the honour to hand up correspondence, as per margin, Mr. Jackson's letter to Suddur. dated 
and request you will favour me with the instructions of Gover" 30th Septe~ber 1837· 
ment for my guidance, whether the slaves claimed by the Roo al Reply from Sullder, dated !lOth Ode 

thakoor, through the political agent, are to be forced against m ir will to return 
to the Roopal thakoot. ~ 

I I have, &c. , 

Ahmedabad, Magistrate's Office, 
6 November 1837. 

(.signed) J.. Jackson, 
, Actin . Magistrate. 

From J. H. Jachson, Esq. Acting Magistrate, Ahmedabad, to R. T. Webb, Esq. 
Acting Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, Bombay, dated 30 Sept. 
1837. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to request that the judges will obtain, and favour me 

with, the instructions of Government on the following points: 
2. In the event of persons (subjects of the neighbouring states) taking refuge 

in, and settling in any of our villages, and who have not been charged with any 
crime, either before or after ,seeking .refuge, axe such persons to be forced, against 
their own wishes, to return, on the requisition of the chief frOID whose terrItories 
they may have comer 

3. In the case where persons seeking refuge in our districts may be slaves,. 
are they to be given up, against their will, to persons professing to be their owners,
and residing in foreign jurisdiction? 

4. A .case has now arisen wherein the Roopal thakoor, through the political 
agent of Myhee Canta, has claimed four persons, viz. the father, the :mother, and 
two children, who have resided for three years in one of our villages in the 
Peraunty purgunnah, during the period he was on Barwuttia, as belug his slaves, 
and has requested they may be 'given' up' to him. I can find nqthing in the 
Regulation authorising my delivering up any'persons contrary to theit will,' 
whether they be slaves <>r not, who have settled ,in our jUrisdiction, ana against 
whom there may be no criminal charge, and I accordingly request instructions-
for my guidance. ' , 

5. It appears to me it would be most in accordance with'the feelings 'of' the 
times with regard to slaves, that the RoopaI thakoor should be directed to msti.' 
tute a civil suit against the persons in question for~ any claim he may have oU' 
them, whether on account of the loss <>f thWr services 'or otherwise. .' 

.\\ , ' ' 
"\,1' '. I have, &c. 

\ l ' , 
• t (signed) J. H. Jac4son, 
, ,\, >' Actipg lVIagist.l'a/ie.. Ahmedabad, Magistrate's O~cei I : 

30 September 1837. \\ 
I \ 

,: ;\~ " 
i • , 

From J. W. TPoodcock, Esq. Assistant Registrar, to J. H. Jac'hsan" Esq. 
>: Acting Magistrate, ,Ahmedabad. ~ated 20 October 1837. , / 

Sir, ' 
~N acknowle~g1ng the receipt of your letter (NOI 85), ?f 1837, dated the :toth, 

ultlmo, I am dtrected by the judges of the Sudder FouJdaree Adawlut to refer 
yo~ to ,chapter 2, RegUlation Xl: of ,1827 , 'as containing the 'Provisions under 
~hlCh emigrant! may be Testored on the requisitioQ. .of-their' sovereign; and to' 
lnform you; that in}he event of your still.nnding yourself unable to solve yout 

238. L L > doubts, 
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d b h ld "'tate the points wherein they exist, in relation' to the appIi. ou ts, you s ou ~ 

cabllity of the law. ' I h &" ' ave" c. 
(signed) J. IV. Woodcoch, 

, l Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, As~istant Registrar. 
I 20 October 1831. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) J. H. J ac'!son, 
Acting Magistrate. 

From L. R.Be~ Esq. Acting Chief Secretary to Government, to the Acting 
:.' Magistrate, Ahmedabad, dated 10 July 1,838. 

Sir, 
'VITH reference to your letter, dated 6th November last, with its enclosed 

correspondence with the acting registrar to the Sudder Fonjd~ree Adawlut, ' 
relative to certain slaves claimed by the thakoor of Roopal, I am dIrected by the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council to acquaint you that Utstructions 
wilIrbe sent to yQ~. on receipt of.an answer to a reference made to the Govern. 
ment or India, on the subject of surrendering slaves. , 

I have,' &c. 
(signed) L. R. Reid', 

Bombay Castle, 10 July 1838. Acting Chief Secretary to Government. , 

(True extract.) 

(sIgned) L. R. Reid, 
Chief Secretary. 

EXTRACT BOMBA.Y POLITICA.L CON8tJ'LTATlON', 27 March 1839. 

(No 179 of 1839.) 

From James Sutherland, Esq. Political Commissioner and Resident, to J. Ii .. lP1.l
lO1l9ltb::h Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, dated 14'February 1839. 

Sir, 
1 HA. V~ the honour to transmit, for the information and ~nstructions of Govern

ment, the annexed copy of a letter from the acting political agent in Mahee 
Caunta, under date the 5th instant. regarding which, from the full statement of 
Captain Lang, there is no tlecessity for observation from me. ' 

My opinion is generally in such cases that we are bound to respect slavery in 
this country; we have no right to interfere in any way contrary to established 
customs in su-ch matters." U 

I have, &c. 
, (signed) James Sutherland, 

Baroda Residency, 14 Feb. 1839. Political Commissioner and Resident. 

I 
/ 

(No 75 of 1839.) J: . 
,From Captai1f IV. Lang, Acting. ol'itical Agent, to the Honourable James 

Sutherland, Esq. PolitlCal Com issioner and Resident at Baroda, dated 5th 
Feb. 1839. ' 

Sir, 

1 
I H~VE t?e honour to, report th~ following circumstances re~ding' the vio

, ent S6l~ure 10 the Peraunty pel'gunnah by a party of several SQWaIS. headed by 
, " , the .-
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the son of thaeoor Roopal, of a. coolee, and his wife and three children, claimed 
by the thaeaor as his domestic slaves, and shall feel obliged by your obtaining 
for me the instructions of the Honourable the Governor in Council o~ the 
subject. 

2. In the, month of July 1837, the thacoor petitioned the political agent t 
eight slaves of his, four male and three female, and one child, who had fled fr m 
his village and been discovered In the Peraunty pergunnah, might be restored 0 

hIm. A communication was in consequence made to the cof.8.vishdar on th 
subject, which was referred by him to the assIstant collector lin charge of th 
pergunnah. The thacoor repeated his request once or twice £(Very month, til1~' 
after some correspondence WIth the Peraunty authorities, a y~d was. l'eceived. " 
signed by Mr. Morgan, and dated 18 November 1837, sta~'ng tha.t be had 
refer-red the subject fur the instructions of Government. "he thacoor was 
informed accordingly on the 21st of the same month, and seem to have allowed 
the subject' to drop in consequence. 

s. I cannot ascertain that any further correspondence took plac~ regarding these 
slaves till the 26th October last, when Mr. Prendergast sent co,~y of a yad from 
the Peraunty kamavishdar, complaining that Himmut BlDg, thtl thacoor's eldest 
,00, with a party of U sQwars, had come to the village of Laulpoor, of that per
gunnah, surrounded the house in which five oE the slaves resided, and after 
beating and ill-treating them, carried them off. Upon this the thacoor was 
required to produce the whole of the persons thus seized, and to send his son to 
answer the complaint. A mohsulwas afterwards imposed"to enforce these orders, 
and the thacoor then sent one of the party who bad gone for the slaves to repre... 
sent that Himmut Sing did not accompany them, and that a message had beeyt 
eonv.eyed to. the thacoor by the. father of the family, stating their WIllingness to 
return to Roopal if sent for, which was the .reason of the thac!lor's having taken 
such a step. ' 

4. I persisted,. however, in requiring the attendance of Himmut SlOg, which 
brought the thacoor himself to Sadra with the slave above alluded to. This 
individual admitted that he was willing to return, to Roopal, and had sent a 
message to that effect on behalf of himself, his wife, and three chIldren, wh() 
were the persons carned off. The thacoor still denied the presence of his son, 
and resisted all my persuasion to send fOJ: him, stating that he was so much 
alarmed 'at the accusatwa brought against him, that nothing would induce him 
to attend. Finding that Himmut Sing has, ever since the recall of the family 
from Barwuttye, avoided appearing before the agent or his assistant, and the 
thacoor being the responsible person for all those reSIding in his talooka, I did 
not think. it either necessary or advisable, longer to insist on the attendance of 
his son; and on the thacoor agreeing to produce the rest of tne slaves who were 
still iI\ his power, and to point out the others who had, again :fled froro. Roopal 
to a Peraunty village, I withdrew the mohsul. 

5. There was some delay in procuring the attendance of the slaves from 
Peraunty; and only one of those who had been seized by the Roopal sowars waS 
forthcoming, the eldest daughter of the man above-mentioned as having made 
his ~eace with the thacoor. ~She declared that tbev had all been forcibly seized, 
and Ill-treated; that herself and her mother had chains put on their legs, of 
which she showed the marks, and that the father was put in tlie stocks till he 
consented to remain; that not only Himnmt Sing, but also another of the tba
coor's sons were with the party who seized them, and that I might put her to 
death, but she would not. return to Roopal. The thacoor, in reply to this, was 
obliged to admit that, severity had been used towards the deponent and her 
mother, as they threatened to run off, but said hIS object was merely to exact 
security that they would remain. He had also failed to produce the three 
remaininO' slaves, but reported that one of them had died; and to require the/ 
thacoor t~ abandon all claim to the whole of the slaves he had petitioned foi" 
and grant to each a written release. 

6. This has been acquiesced in with regard to the man and his daugbter, both 
of whom were sent back to Peraunty, with a request, that if the former contlllued 
willing to return to Roopal he might be allowed to do so; none of the others, 
however, have yet been produced, and the thakoor tells most improbable and' 
inconsistent stories regarding them, to endeavour to evade the responsibllity he 
has incurred. He has now, however, asked for a sowar to accompany his people 
in search of them, having, he states, obtained some information regarding the 
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mother' and jf she and remaining son are produced, and the other child froved to 
have di;d a iatural death at Roopal (as there is reason to believe), it wil perhaps 
be considered a sufficient punishment to the thacoor to insist on his freeing these 
two also,' and the three ot~ers. o~ginally claimed fr!>m Peraunty, from slavery. 
But should he fail to do thIs Wlthm a reasonable perIod, I would suggest that a 
firi.,e of 100 rupees should be imposed in addition, and the mohsul remain till all 
tIle parties are satisfactorily accounted for. 
, 7. I have not yet been able to ascertain whether it is a feeling of alarm lest 

/Ie should be called to account for his former misdeeds, or of disaffection and 
,distrust, which prevent Himmut Sing, the thacoor's 'eldest son, from coming 

1 near any of the agents of Government; I shall be able to find this out, however, 
after the present'business is settled, and shall keep it in view, as the thacoor is 
now rather an old man; and were Himmut Sing to succeed to the estate with 
his present feelings, a renewal of the misdeeds for which this family is noted 
would not be improbable. 

8.' I take this'bpportunity of, soliciting the instructions of Government regard
ing complaints -similar to' the/one in which this originated, both with reference 
to our OWJl districts and the different native chieftainships; and small talookdars' 
claims for the restoration of fugitive slaves are by no means unfrequent; and in 
such a rude state of society as exists in this province,non-compliance with them will 
not only be regarded as great injustice, hut be apt. to lead to acts of violence and 
retaliation. It is well known that domestic slaves are an essential part of the 
establishment of every petty chief; and they are generally, I believe, treated with 
kindness.' 1 would therefore suggest, that except when decided ill-treatment ap
pears to' have taken place, I should be authorised to interfere to cause the resto
ration ohunaway slates, or,compensation and satisfaction to their owners from 
the parties obtaining them~ I r ' 

I have, Bec .. 

Political Agent's Office, Camp at 
Maulpoor, 14 Feb. 1839. 

(signed) W. Lang, 
~ Acting Political Agent. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) , I. R. Keily, 
Offieiating Asst POll Commissioner and Resident. 

MINUTE by the lIonoul'able J. Faris!, dated 22 February 1839. 

'WE lately received a letter from Governor of India, as to their practice: such 
is against the surrender of slaves. I request Mr. Anderson's opinion on thia 
reference. 

22 Februaiy 1839. (signed) J. Fari/h. 

I , 
, • (j t 

MINU? by the Honourable G. Anderson. 

W HATllNER may be th{ course, in respect to causing the return of slaves to their 
~wners, there call' be no question that we would never allow sueli a course as that 
.adopted by the son of the thacoor of Roopal, which was in fact an aggression 
and inroad into our territories, for the purpose of violently righting 11imself; by 
.such act, I should say, the thakoor and his sQn had forfeited all claims to any 
assistance on our part to oblige the retUl"D of the slaves. If the slaves are willing 
,of their own accord, let it be So; but in . this case, certainly, I should say that 
"We ought not to do anything more. , 

For general instructions, the political commissioner should be referred to the 
letter addressed to him under date ' , and to letter under 
.date ' . , 

G. Andet,on: (signed) 
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. ' M~Nl1t;R br t4e Honourable J. ,A. Dunlop., 

. • I QUITE agree, but the,great ~elay ,in obtaining notice of bis I,lomplaint should 
also be noticeq tf;) t.he authorities. _ 1 

(signed) J, A. Dunlop,. 

" 
From J.' P. Willoughby, Esq. Se<;retary to Governmer':tt, of, the Political 

, . Cdhtmissionel' for Guzerat"cated 23 M~rcp. 1~p9. , 
Sir, 

I AM: directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the 
teceipt of your letter, dated the 14th ultimo, forwardmg a, copy of one from the 
political agent in the Mabee Canuta, reporting the violent seizure in the Peraunty 
pergunnah, by a party of sowars, headed by the son of the thacoor of Roopal, 
of a coole~; his wife and their children, claimed by the thac,oor as his slaves. , 

2. In reply I am directeq to observe, that whatever may he die system in 
respect to causing the return of slaves to their owners, there min be no question 
that Government ean never allow the adoption of 'su~h a course as that pursued 
by the son of the thacoor,of Roopal, which in fael; was an aggression and inroad\ 
~nto the British territories~ for the (lurpose of violently right~ng himself. 

3. By the above act both the ~hacoor and his son have .forfeited all claim to 
any assistance from Government to compel the r.eturp. of the slaves in question. 

The Governo!' in Council is, h9wever,' of o'pinion, that if the slaves are 
wiHing to return they should be allowed to do so, but,that the actlUg political 
agent should not in any way further interfere in the case. 

No.8. 
DO MBA Y • 

For general instructions for your guidance, I am directed to refer you to my 18th May 1838. 
letters, dated. as per margin, on the question of giving up runaway slaves to No. 9'31. 
their owners. ' r nth Feb. 183fh 

I,have, &c. No. 283. 

, (signed) J. P. Willoughby, 
Bombay Castle, 23 March 183S1. S~cretary to Government. 

(True extract.) 

~signed) L. R. Reid. Chief Secretary. 

EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from Bomb;!!, dated ~7 November (No. 43) 1839. 

Para. 2. IN a letter, dated the 9th October (No. 1241), of 1838, the collector of Pol. Cons. 1830. 
-Ahmednnggur reported that it had come to his notice that two female children, ~st Oct~b.:r. 
aged seven and eight years respectively, had been a short time before im~Qrted os. 517 5 179. 
into the Ahmednuggur 2:IlIah in a state of slavery. having been purchased III the 
vicinity of Tra:vancore by an individual named Soobanjee Rajeh Moonjekut. 

3. As a security against these children being re-exported to their own country, 
",here they would probably be again sold, we have, at the recommendation of 
the collector of Ahmednuggur, authorised their b~ing placed nnder the charge 
of the gentlemen of the, American Mission: at that station. ' ' -

• '1 

EXTRACT POLITICAL DESPATCH to' Bombay, dated 13 May (No. 10) 1840 • 
. , 

Para. 3. THE illegality of the im-' Letter from, dated 27th Nove~beJ: (No. 43) 1839 • .:...(~ •. 3.) T~o femare 
portation of slaves into our territories children havlOg been IIDported Into the Ahrnednuggur III11ah, In a stat~ 
h 

• (If slavery (havmg beel! purchased neat Travancore). were placed unde~ 
S ould. be made generally ~nown 1n the charge of the American Mission at Ahmednuggur. as a securItY' 
the native states connected WIth us. agamst their bemg re-exported to their own country, ",here tbey w:mld 

probably be again sold. . 

Lt3 



No. 5179. 

• 

'CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE- TRADE~ 
\ 

EXTRACT BOMIBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATION, 13 October 1838. 

(No. 1'241 of 1838, Judicial Department.) 
'\ 

From. H. A. Harriso'lt, Esq. Magistrate, Ahmednuggur, to J. P. IVilloughby, 
Esq. Secretary to Government, Bomhay. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to request you will bring to the notice of the Honourable 

the Governor in Council~ that two female children, aged seven and eight; years 
respectively, have, lately been imp()rted into this zillah in II. state of slavery. 

2. The children. referred to were purchased by an individual na~ed Soobanjee 
Rajah Moongeckur,. it is stated, near Travancore, and at the ~ime they were 
$eiied were on their way, under charter of a servant of the purchaser'S, to the 
village of Moonge of the Sewgaon tallooka, where the family of Soobanjee 
ltajall reside. 

3. The im.portation of the children being illegal, they become emancipated;. 
but supposing they were to be re-exported to their own country, they would pro
bably be again sold. I would beg leave therefore to recommend that they be 
placed under the charge of the gentlemen of the American Mission at this place, 
who would, I have no doubt, undertake the charge of them. 

J The person by whom the children were purchased is now, it is understood, in 
the service of' the Rajah of Travancore, and was not probably aware that he was 
committing an illegal act. 

I have~ &c. 
Ahmednnggnr, Magistrate's. Office, 

9.0ctobe:r 1838~ 
(signed) H. A. Harrison, 

Magistrate. 

,(No. 2026 of 1838.) 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, to the Magistrate at 
Ahmednuggur, dated 25 October 1838. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 9th instant, 

regarding two slave children. recently imported into the Ahmednuggur zillah; 
and in reply to inform you, that the Honourable the Governor in Council is 
ple\lsed to authorise their being placed under the charge of the American 
missionaries at Ahmednuggur, as recommended by you. 

• I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, ~5 October 1838. Secretary to Government. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. P. T¥illougltby, 
Secretary to Government 

EXTRACT JUDICIAL LETTER from Bombay, dated 1 February (No.1) 1841-

Judicial Cons. 5th February 1840, Nl)s. 357 to 359; !27tb May 1840, 48. THE proceedings referred to 
~OS.!lS3It0!353HlstJIJI11S40,Nos 3617 to 3620; !lgtb July 1840, in the margin relate to a defect in 
NO$. 4081 ,aud 4082; 23d September 1840, Nos. 5158 to 5 161 ; ..' • f 
14th October 1840, Nos. 5434 an4 5435. .Judlclal Cons. 31St Dec. the ex}stltl,O" law for the pUUlshment 0 
183<11 Nos. 520!l to 52°5' JUdlClIU Cons. 26th February 1840, NOli. offenders charged with exporting slaves' 
ti26 to 629; 8th Aprtl 1840, Nos. 1450 to 1452; 17th June 1840, and free personE\ from the zillahs under 
Nos. 3198 to 3203; 25th J\'Iarch 1840. Nos. 1208 to lUI; 2d Apnl tl"d d I1i th m I'nto 
1840~ No. 128B. 11S pres} ettcy, an se ng e 

, slavery in a foreign territory. 

, 49. Our attention was first drawn to thi~ question by an interpretation given, 
on t~e 23d October 1839, by the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut of 
sectIOn 31, Regulation XIV. of 1827, in which they have declared that the 

c selling 
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selling of a slave into a foreign territory is not an offence punishable by the 
law. . , , 

50. Clause 2, section 30 of this Regulation, provides, that any person who shall 
export a slave into a foreign territory from any of the Bontb~ zilIahs, without 
having [st obtained a written permission from the magistrate (wbose duty it is to 
g~ant th sam~ only when satisfied th~t the object is not sale), shall be punishable 
WIth fin and ImprIsonment; and sectIOn 31 declares the sale of slaves wIthin the 
Bombay zillahs to be illegal, and provides for the 'punishment of aU persons con
cerned t erein, either as buyers or sellers. 

51. ~he Sudder FouJdaree Adawlut, however, are of opinion that the 
exportat on of a slave, with permission, under clause 2, section &0 of this 
Regula on, and the subsequent sale, contrary to the terms of the permissIOn 
obtaine from the magistrate, would be punishable in the case of persons of the 
,Hmdoo nd Mahomedan religions only, but not in respect to persons of other 

• persuaslqns. 
52. The cause of this distinction is not apparent to us, since the Regulation 

seems to ~mbraoe all persons by the comprehensIve term, .' any person." The 
decision of the Sudder jUtiges, however, rests wholly on the opinions' ef the 
native law officers; according to which, it is not the sale of the slave, but the act 
of disobedience that is punishable,-a rule which might be applIed to any other 
case, and could not have been intended when the law bearing on the pomt was 
framed. 

53. Concurrent with the proceedings in the foregoing 'case; was that of the 
exportatIOn of a free chlld from the Thannah collectorate, and its sale into 
elavery in the territory of the Khan of Jungeera. In thIS case the accused, who 
was a native ~!Ubject of this goyernmentl was, in the first instance, brought to 
trial under section 4, Regulation XI. of 1827, but was acquitted by the seSSIOn 
judge under the interpretation adverted to. 

54. The child having been free, and not a slave, at the period of exportation, 
the Sudder judges. to whom the point was referred, were of opinion that the 
course followed by the session judge was in accordance with their interpretation, 
and that the case did not come under clause 2, section 30, Regulation XIV. of 
1827, which refers to the exportation and sale of sla"es with permission, and not 
to that of a free child. It has therefore been necessary to commit the prisoner 
for trial on a charge of cnild-stealing undel' clause 2, section 33, of the above 
Regulation. 

55. As the Indian Law Commission will no doubt wish to have before them 
these proceedings connected witli the question of slaves, which has probably 
already formed the subject of deliberation, we have transmItted copIes of them 
for the consideration of the Government of India, in view to their bemg referred 
to the Law Commission, if his Lordship in Council should see fit to do so. 

EXTRA.CT from the PROCEEDINGS of GOVERNM:ENT in the JUDICU~ DEPARTMENT. 

From the Acting Regi~trar of the Sudder Foujdaree AdawIut, 
dated 12 November 1839. 

Sir,' 

No.8 
:80 MBA Y. 

IN conformity with the instructions conveyed in the ad paragraph of Mr. Wil- 1840: Jild. Cons. 
loughby's letter of tne 28th August 1838 (No. 1835), I a'll?-< direct~d ~y the 5th Feb., No. 357. 
judges of the Spdd:r Foujdaree AdawIut, to submit the accompanymg Inter-
pretation of RegulatIOn XlV. of l827, declared by. them unde:r date the 23d 
October 1839. 

I have, Sec. 

(signed) G. Grant, Acting Registrar. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 
12 November 1839. 

LL4 
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CORRESPONl>ENCE ON TIlE SLAVE TltAbE. 
• ~ I ¥ ~ 

I' 

INTERPRETATION ofRegulati~n XIV. of 1827, Section 31. : . 
. A QUES'l'lON having been before the court, wheth~r the selling of a skve in a' 

foreign territory is an offence or not, it was decided that it is not punishable by 
law.-(Sudder F. Adawlut in re Fazul Ulleeshaw.) .~ . 

By order' of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawl';tt, 

. Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 
7 October 1839 .. 

(signed) G. Grant, Acting Registrar .. 

MINllTE by the Honourable Mr. Farish. 

Is not the exportation of a slave with permission, under flection 30, clause 2,. 
and subsequent sale, cQntrary to the terms of permission, punishable? 

{signed) J. Farish. 

(No. 222.) ... 

Sir, 
To the Acting Registrar of the Budder Foujdaree Adawlut. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 12th November last 
(No. 1880), I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to req\1estF 
with reference to the interpretation of. Regulation XIV. of 1827 (section 31), 
therewith submitted, that the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut will favour 
Government with their opinion on the following point, namely, '''hether the 
exportation of a slave with permission, under clause 2, section 30 of the above 

'Regulation, and subsequent sale contrary to the terms of permission, is punish.-
able by law. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. P. Willoughhy, . 

Bombay Castle, 30 January 1840. Secretary to Government. 

Fromthe Acting Registrar ot the Budder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 3 April 
1840. 

Sir, 
IN acknowledging Mr. Secretary 'Vill~ughby's lett~r of the 30th January last" 

requesting, in reference to the interpretation of Regulation XIV. of 1827, section 
31, that the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut would favour Government 
with their opinion on the following point, viz. "Whether the exportation of a , 
slave with permission under clause 2, section 30, of 1827, and ~ubsequent sale, 
contrary to the terms of permission, is punishable by law?" I am directed to 
state that, in the opinion of the majority of the judges, "Messrs. Marriot and 
Bell," the supposed case would be. punishable in regard to persons of the Hindoo 
:and Mahomedan religion only. I 

2. I am therefore requested to submit, fot the consideration of the Honourable . 
'the Governor in Council, if his Excellency is of opinion that the principle of the 
law in respect to persons of those religions on this subject is sound, whether it 
might not be proper by a legislative enactment to' make it applicabI~ to aU· 
classes. 

I have, &c. , . 
(signed) G. Grant, Registrar" , 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut; 
3 April1S40. .", . 
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MI~TE by ~~e ~onourable Mr. Farish. 

THIS opini9n seems hardly consistent with the interpretation submItted to 
Government on 12th November last, and it may be 'questioned whether the 
interpretation should be published; but I wait Mr. Anderson's opinion. 

30 April 1840. (signed) J. Farish. 
I 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr . .Anderson, subscribed by the Honourable 
Mr. FaNslt. 

, 1 DO not exactly see the ground of this interpretation. The regulation (sec
tion 30, clause 2, Regulation XIV. 1827) seems to comprehend all persons by 
Pleans of the comprehensive term, " any person." 

I think we should call for the minutes of the judges and their proceedings, 
that we may learn the preCIse ground of the opmion of the majorIty of the 
.court. ; 

(signed} G. TV. Anderson. 

(No. 1245.) 
To the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 21 May 1840. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 3d ultimo, 

(No. 538), stating, in regard to the point .referred for the opimon of the Judges 
of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, viz.. whether the exportation of a slave wIth 
permission, under clause 2, section 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, and subsequent 
sale, contrary to the terms of permission, IS punishable by law, that the majority 
of the Court conceive that the supposed case would be pUI:lishable with respect to 
persons of the Hindoo and Mahomedan religion only. 

In reply, I am instructed to request that the court will be pleased to favour 
Government with copies of their minutes and proceedings on the subject, in order 

• that the Honourable the Governor in Council may be enabled to decide on the 
suggestion submitted in the 2d paragraph. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 21 May'184(}. 
(Signed) lV. R. Morrzs, 

Secretary to GovernlDent. 

From the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 10 June 1840. 

Sir, 

No.8. 
BOMBA Y. 

No. 2532 

No. ~533 

No. 2534. 

IN compliance with the instructions conveyed in your letter of the 21st ultimo 1840: Jud. Cons. 
(No. 124~), I am desired by the judges of the Sudder FouJdaree Adawlut to 1St July, 
submit copies of the minutes recorded by the judges on the qllestion of inflicting ~o. i~17 A;} 1\1 
punishment for the exportation of a slave with permission, under clause 2, sec- B~ri, ?t-~;~~lbern!: 
tion 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, and subsequent sale, contrary to the terms of 
permission. ' 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adaw}u~ 
10 June 1840. 

I have, &:e. 
(signed) G. Grant, Registrar. 

MIN.uT~ by Mr. Marriott. I ' 
THE responsibility of guarding against the sale of a slave, after exportation, 

appears to have been tbrown by the Legislature on the magistrate in the mode of 
preventiv:e procedure provided by ~egul~ti()n XIV. 1827, and XXX. cldUS~ 2. 
There bemg no penal speCIfic prOVIsion, It appears to me that the SUPPOSItItIOUS 
case referred to by Government is not punishable by law. ' 

3/2.. (signed) S. Marriott. 
MM 
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, ~66 CORRESPONDENCE ON TliE .SU VE' T,R.AD£, : . 

-' Mi:NuTB~by Mr. Bell.' 
I AM 'inclined to thinK, ,in th~ case reterred, that, as the 'obtaining the certia.. 

cate or permission was under' a fraudulent misrepresentation, the' person sa. 
offending rendered himself liable to the pun~hment o~ ~r,aud., _ ~,\ . . 

"/2. . ' (signed) J.1Jell. ' 

, f 

MINUTE P1 M.f~ Marriott. 
I DO not see any penalty provided aga.inst 'such a case as is here 'propounded 

but the Court's law officers might be requested to state whether the case would 
be punishable by the Hindoo or Mahomedan Code, and in what way. If it be' so 
it would become penal according 'tb our code, under Regulation XIV. 1827, sec: 
tion 1, clause 1, article 7. j ',. 

r , ",; j 1 'I..... . I 

13/2. ,(signed) , S. Afarnott., '-, 
\ , 

MINJ1'l'E by l}1r. ,BeU. 

WHETHER or not the case is punishable by Mahomedan 'or Hindoo law, I 
stIll adhere to my former opinion., ' , " 

14/2. '" (signed) , A. Bell. 
" 

, . , . 
~ ! .. , • .( 

, , . , 
MINU'rE by Mr. Greenhill. \ " ' 

I AM n~t satisfi~d that jt 'is penal in ~y way. \ The Legisiature having in· 
eluded the questiol). of slavery, would seem, to have,tak.en it out, of the jurisdic· 
tion of th~ nativ~ codes; and if it has omItted a ,case, the proper way would 
appear to, be tp amend tl>.e law. In this case l,.,hould be, disposed to inform 
Government that j~ ~ ~ot .distinctly provided, for P1 the code; and ~nder the 
dQubt that may ~xist, it would seem adyisable[ to p~ss an enactment, and; in the 
event of , this course being pursued. it wQuld.l>e ~ good opportunity of explaining 
~he mea~ing of th~ regulation ;XI., , making penal a.c~ .frOID subjects in foreign . 
JUflsdlCtIons. , l ' 

~ would .suggest, in reference to Mr .. BeU'ff,rem~k,. ~a~ thrre may ha:ve been-
no fraud when the permission wa~ 99ta,in,ed, , ';'" - , " 

15th. (sIgned) D. Greenhill. 

M~NUTE ?y, ;Mr. JIf~rrioft. 
I DO not concur in Mr. Greenhiil's argumen't, 'that. because the case in point 

is not specific3:11y, included in the Penal Code, 'the'Legislature intended t(} tak~ 
it out of the native codes; fo1' it seems to rue' ihat every other instance are 
brought withi!1 the former, must, on the' same principle, be excluded the 
latter; whereas it i.; expressly stated, in the Regulation XIV., section 1, 
clause 1, article 7, that offences declared. penal by Jhe religious law of the 
p£rson charged, provided they be not included among those for which punish
ment is enacted in the regulations, &.c.' &c.' I would submit the question to the 
law officer in the first instance, and thereafter renew the discussion. 

18/2. "l' • " ,1' • ,'. ' (signed) S. lYlarriott. 
'Concurred lD by Mr. Bell. : ' 

i t ~ f 

M" 'bM' ,. I ~ I ~ 
, INU'l'E Y r.~:f ~'I(i~tt. 'A" _ "'J , 

- BOTH the' Hindoo and Mahomedan laW' officers having d~clared' the case to be 
punishable by their respective' codes, .1 think GQvernment may be informed that 
5. t is 'so in regard to. persons of the' Hindoo 'fWd Mahomedan .religions;. but that 
in respect to others it is not so. On the point of jurisdiction adverted to by Mr~, 
Grl!enhiU,· perhaps jt wo.nld be a. more convenient mode if he would propose a. 
resolutiol! a]?art from the present discussion. \ - ), r ('l' " -, \ ' • 

,- 9/3; "v, \ .' \ \ "'.:"'" (signed) S. Manwtt. 
.Con.curred ~n by Mr.' BQ,11. r .~ , ' .' 
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MINV'rE by 1v.lr~ ~iberne. 
I tHINK we should be very careful iu giving an opinion which is oppose<f, to 

a fonner interpretation of tne,1aw; Mr. Marriott's sentiments would'do this.' I 
'Cannot'concur in that gentleman;s 'view oethe question. Article 7. clause 1, 
section 1, Regulation XIV. of 1827, regards offences declared penal by the reli
gious law of the person charged, provided they be not included among those for 
which punishment is enacted in our code of regulations. _ Now the offence, the 
subject of this discussion, viz. the sale of slaves, is included and specified in our 

~ code, and certain provisions laid down'; hence I should say that the article 7th 
above quoted .. cannot he intended to ,apply to any p,0rtion of the offence in ques
tion, and any omissions should be supplied by the Legislature only .. 

The j'egullj.tioJl,.ha~ p;rovided ,fot the expCU't of slaves without leave; it has 
given into th~ hand~ ~f the magistrate the power to withhold or grant a permis
sion for such export, and the magistrate is fully at liberty to make that written 
permission conditional. He can say that permission is given to export such a 
slave, but in ·the event of the exporter selling, or attempting to sell such slave, 
the J'ermission is cancelled, and he will be subject to the punishment provided 
for m the regulations. With such provisions in our own code, I cannot think 
that it was ever intended that article 7th, above quoted, should have any effect; 
and to what e~tent do the law officers apply their law 1 merely to show that per~ 
sons in the case in point become guilty of having disobeyed the laws of the 
ruler. This is so sweeping a remark, that I should be sorry to offer It as law 
upon any general question. If, as before shown, the magistrate gives his per
mission conditionally, our own code provides pUnIshment; if he merely gives a 
simple permission, without condition. and the exporter, without any intention, at 
the time of export, of selling his slave, eventually ~oes so, ~e does not disobey 
the Jaws, and the exposition afforded by the law officers would not apply. More
over, does the Hiridqo and 'Mahoroedan law provide fot' that in a point of law, 
reO'arding the difference of jurisdiction? I should say certainly not; the ruler 
alluded to must refer'to the sovereign of the territory in which the act IS com
mitted, and by these lawS the sale of slaves is not penal; the Act is not in disobe
dience of the laws of the foreign rul¢r under whol1i the parties may be residmg. 
I should therefore answer the Goverriment question to this effect, that if the 
magistrate grants a permission on the condition that the slave is not to be sold 
at any time, and further declares that, ,on breach of this, his permiSSIOn has no 
effect, that the 'exporter would subject himself td the punisliment provided in 
clause 2, of se()tion 30, of Regulation XIV. 'Of 1827. . /' 

10/a. (signed) G. Giberne. 

?v.1:INUTE by l\Ir. Greenhill. 

NEITH~II. do I think the, answer o~the ~aw offi.cers applic~ble to the facts, even 
if they had force, supposing them to have beet;l applicable. .1. however, have 
only to refer to my previously recorded opinion. 

10. (signed) D. Greenhill. 

MINUTE by Mr. Marriott. 

FaoM what is stated by my colleague; 'Mr:'Giberne, I incline to think that 
some misapprehension 'has arisen in res1?ect to the premises on wllic.h. his main 

-argument appears to me to be founded. ' I 'allude to that part of the minute 
where it is propounded" if he, the tnagistl'ate, gives a simple permi~sion without 
condItion." This embraces a negative Sorro of the question, whi$ places it in 
exactly an opposite position to thafpropounded to us by Governm~nt, and con
sequently changes its character altogether. The question submitted rests on the 
sllPposition that the sale takes place" contrary to the laws of permission." I beg 
'to add that, having given every attention to the minutes. of my colleagues, I d() 
not see any ground for changing my opinion .. I " ," t • 

• • I" ~ 1 ~ " '\ • (signed) S. ~farriott. 
I have ~othing more to say. . , >" " ! , . ", " 

• ,t ' •• , • (signed) G. Gtbern~ 
M M 2 ' '" .d,J ' ... 
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MINUT£ by'Mr; Greenhill. I 
1 DO not observe whether Mr. Bell still concurs in the reply proposed. If that 

reply is sent I wrmld suggest that it should, be mentioned that neither Mr. 
GlbeJ;'ne nor i concur. or two of the judges; it may be advisable ta legislate so 
as to remove all doubt; the amo~nt of punishment is not stated. , 

(signed} D. Greenhill. 
Concurred in by Mr. Giberne. 

,MINUTE by Mr. BelL 
I MOST fully concur that a party so offending is punishable by law. 

(signed) A. Bell. 

l\hNVTR by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, subscribed by the Honourable 
Mr. Farish" 

To complete thls inquirYt I think it would be desirahle to have the opinion of 
the law officers referred to by the Sudder Adawlut, and also the Court's. opinioll 
on the proceedings of the session j.ldge& noted to, them in. the letter of the 13th 
insumt. 

(signed) G. IV. Anderson. . 

(No. 1751.) 

Sir, 
To the Registrar of tlle Sudder Foujdarry Adawlut. 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Couneil to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, dated the 10th instant (No. l093)r submitting copies of 
the minutes of the judges of the Suddei' Foujdaree Adawlut, on the questiona 
of inflicting punishment for- the exportation ,of a slave. with permission, undet 
clduse 2, section 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, and subsequent sale, contrary to 
the terms of permission; and, in reply, to request that the Court will be pleased 
to forwal d to Government the opinions of the Hindoo and Mahomedan law officer, 
on the above point, referred to in the minutes of the Court. 

I am further desired to request that the judges will, at the same time, favour 
Government with their opinion on the proceedings of the session judge or the 
Concan, alluded to in my letter of the 13th instant (No. 1533), in the case 
of Saick Dawood WuUud Saick Rahimon,- on a charge of selling a child into 
slavery within the te1'l'itory of the Khan of Junjeera. 

Bombay Castle, 
, 26 June 1840. 

I have, &.c. 
(signed) 11". R. 1Jforris •• 
, Secretary to Government. 

From the Registrar of the Sudder FOlljdarry Adawlut, dated 8 July 1840. 

Sir, 04 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter, dated 26th ultimo, I am directed 
by the judges to. forward to you, to be laid bf'fore the Honourable the Governor
in Council, the accompanying copjes of the c,\rinions of the HindoQ. and Maho
medan law officers,. on tIle question of the sale of an exported slave, contrary to 
the terms of permission. ' 

2. In reply to the second paragraph oiyour let~er, I am directed to state that 
the proceedings of the session judge> of the Concan, alluded to in your letter 
~der reply, have been called for, and, on their,l'eceipt. the opinion of the 
Judges on the sattle will be communicated to Government. 

, , I have, &c. 
" .Bombay, Sudder Foujdarree Adawlut, (signed} G. Grant,., 

, 8 July IM-0t.' 'Registra~~ 
\ • 
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(Translation. ) 

QUESTION to tb~ Sbastree of the Sudder Adawlut, dated 24 February 1840 

W HETSER an exportation of a slave, agreeably to the permission contained m 
clause 2. section 30; Regulatlon 'XIV. of 1827, and subsequent sale, contrary to 
the terms of the permission, is punishable according to the Hindoo law? 

(signed) W. H. Harrison, 
Deputy Registrar. 

ANSWER. 

THERE are 15 kinds of slaves -enumerated in the Shastra; of these there are 
five; viz. 1st, one bom of a female slave; 2d, one -purchased at a price; 3d, 
one obtained as a. present; 4th, {Jne obtained as a portion of inheritance; 5th, 
one who became a slave himself, on receiving a' certain sum of money fop hiS 
own use. Such slaves can on1y claim their hberation on the grounds {Jf having 
rendered most meritorious service to their master, such as preserving his life, or 
the slave may obtain it if his master grant it of his own free will; so that there 
are only two ways by which a slave can obtain his liberty. This restriction, 
however, does not extend to the other kinds of slaves. This opmion is gIven 
on the authority from Meetakshura. It appears, therefore, that a master has a 
proprietary right over a slave of the above description, and therefore hIS sale is 
not forbidden by the Shastra, consequently an exportation of a slave, and his 
subsequent sale, is not punishable by the'law. 

But the question states, that" if a 'person exports a slave agreeably to the 
permission as contained in the regulation, and sells him, contrary to the terms 
of the permission," in such case the sale is eifected by settmg the laws at de£ance; 
the ,person, therefore, becomes guilty of having disobeyed the laws of the ruler, 
and should be punished for the act or disobedIence in such manner a,s the ruler 
may think proper: The Shastra states, that the order of the-:ruler, when it js 

not at variance with the ]>rlnciples-'Of religion, should be obeyed; therefore, dii
obedience of the order could not be excused, according to the laws of Kateayen 
as treated of'in Meetakshur and Veermetrod1Ya."-

Dated 29 February 1840. 
(signed) Sooryaram Vullubram, Shastree. 

(TranslatIOn.) 
\ 

QUESTION to the Cazee of the Sudder Adawlut, dated 24 February 1840. 

'VHETHER any exportation 'Of a slave, agreeably to the permission contained 
in clause 2, section 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, and subsequent sale contrary 
to the terms of the permission, is punishable according to the Mahomedan law? 

(signed) W. H. Ifarruon, Deputy Registrar • 

... 

IF a person has purchased a. slave, he can sell him or her, and such act is not 
punishable according to the Mahomedan laws. but in a case of his having acted 
contrary to the terms of the permission, }le becomes lia~le to such punishment 
as the ruler may award against him for disobedience t for it is proper that a 
subject should obey the-laws or the ruler.when such laws do not interfere WIth 
his religion, and obedience tQ them does -not render him, gUilty of any offence 
accordmg to his religion. - . 

, ; , (signed) Ha.zee Rooltnoodeen, 
Dated 27 Febnary 1840~ Cazee of the Sudder Adawlut . , 

238• M)II 3' 
•• 
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No.8. 
BOMBAY. From the Registrar'of the Sudder Foujaare~/Adawl~tt dated' 24 July 1840,' 

, , , . 
I • 

I .1 I' r :"'; ; ~ 1 

Sir, .. 
184-0: 'JUd.'CODa., ADVERTING to the 2d para. of your letter of the 26th 'ultimo, No. 1761, re-
Q3d S~P8e~ber, questing ,the )ttdges of the Sud~el' Foujdaree ~d~~lut ~o favour Gove~ment 
~~: ilte:ne, with their ~pIDlon on the proceedzn~s of the. sessIOn Judge of the <]on~an, In the 
Mr. Greenhill. cas~ of SheIkh Dilvoocl 'Wullud SheIkh Rahlmon, on a charge of selhng a child 

into'slavery within the territory o{the Khan of'Junjeera, I am directed to in
form you that, hI. the opinion of the court, Mr. Pyne decided correctly and 
accordirl'g to the interpretation of the law' passed on the 7th! and published in' 
the Government Gazette of .the 31st October 1839, and hIS recommendation 
that the offender should be eommitted on a charge 'of child-stealing, under 
clause 2, section 33. of Regulation X1V . ..of 1827 was judicious . 

No. 5159. 

.2. ,1n referente to the wish of Goyernment to know whether ,Mr. Pyne's de
cisio~ does not mili~ate against the court's inte.rpretation of ,RegulatiQn XIV. of 
1827, 'comm.unicated to Government in my letter of the ad April last, No.. 538 
I am ,ill&tructed ,to state, that the, interpretation qupted refers to the exportatio~ 
and ~ale of slaves with permission, '~nd not to that of a free child. 

~ J 1 have, &c. 
Bom~y, Sudder'F~ujdaree , (signeq) C. Grant, Registrar • 

.i\.dawlut, 24 July 1840. 

MEMORANDUM 'by the 'Secretary. 
, , 

, I r 

THE comm~ncement of the present correspondence connected with the sale of 
slaves was the, question' put ;by the Honourable Mr. Farish on "the Interpretation, 
of section 31 of Regulation XIV. of '1821, declared liy the Sudder Adawlut under 

, date the 2sd October 1839, and intimated m: their acting registrar's letter or the 
l~th of the following month. • " • 

The' interpretation was, that the selling of a' slave in a foreign territory is not 
punishable by law. and the' question nu ii, ,whether, the .exportation of, a slav~ 
with permission,. under section 30, clause 2; of the, same .Regulation, and subse-
quent sale, con~ra~y, to the terms of pe,inission 1S not punishable. . 

The question b~ing put to the Sudder Adawiu,t, it was intimated. by their re
gister, under date the ~d April last" that, in the opi~ion of the majority of the' 
judges, $uqh an act 'would .be p~:q.ishabJe in regar~. to per~ons of the Mahomedan, 
and ain,doo ;religions, but ~ regard to ,them only. , 
. Th~ cause of this dist!nctio:q. not b~~ng ,apparent, the minutes recorded by the 
Judges on the occasion wer~ called for by Government; and~ it being ascer
tained frolD; them that the decision arrived at rested wholly oI,l the opinions 
given by the native law officers, the jUdges were' requested to hand them up 
also, and from which'the conclusion to be drawn was, that it was riot the sale of' 
the slave~ but th~ act o~ disobe.d!ence 'which" was punishable." '.' -

Concurrent WIth the foregomg proceeding was a case of sale into slavery In a 
foreign territory, that of the Khan of Junjeera; and in which~ in the first instance,' 
It was proposed to try. the prisoner under section 30 ofRegulatio'n XIV. of 182'7. 
On the interpretation of this section being pointed (lut to the acting magistrate, 
he inth~ated his iJltention of bringing the prisoner to tr~al under section 4 of. 
Regulab~n XI. of 18~7; and the prisoner; being accordingly' PlJt' on his tria],' 
was acqUltted by the Judge under the interpretation above referred to, but with 
a ~ecomm~ndatlOn that the prisoner ,should be brought to'trial on a charge of 
chIld-stea~mg, un?er claus~ 2, section 33, or Regulation, XlY'o or 1827.,. 

The chIld m thIS case bem~ fr~e and not a, ~aye. permission ,,~mld not appear 
to have ~een sought, so,that It lhd DO~ come under ,clause 2 ofsecti'on 30 of the . 

. -RegulatIon, ,~nd the. acqui~tal of th~ prisoneJt "~ould' appear to ,hav~ b~n iIi 
acc~rda~ce :V1th the mterpretatlOn, hl$ oflel1c.:e, being that of: child-stealing •. for 
whlch hls tnal has yet to take place. • ' ',." 1 , • I • ~. 

, t ' ~" . ,. 

, ':29 August. . ,: (sign~) ·W. il. M~rn;, ~ !: 
.,. " ". ' Seci'e~ary to Gonrnn;ten&." 

\\ t t.." \ • "., r --'!. ~ k'" : ~ ~ ; ~ ~~ .~~ 
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No.8. 
, \ . (No. 2484 o£ 1840.} , ~ B, 0 MB A Y.' 

To F. J. Halliday, Esq. Secretary to 'Government ot India in the Legislative 
, Dep~tment. Jud. Cons. 

S· , . \ ' ~ , , It ~3d Sept. 1840, 
Ir, ,I I ~ No. 5160. 

Par. 1. 1 A.M directed by tbe llo~'our~ ~rom the SuM~t; FouJdatee Adawlut. listed 12th November 1839' 
able the Governor iIJ. CounClltQ tl'an,smit./ t No. 188o, $th enc1osule. 

I!: I fb' l 'd b ,Jleply. dated 3 t~'an. 1840, No, 2U. 
to you, 40r ~ le purpos~ 0 emg' a~ e- '::r.,eJolnder, date 3d .6pl'il 1840, No. 538~ 
fore the Right honourable the ,~;lover- Repllcahpn, date4lutt,May 1840, No. U45. 
nor-general of India iJ,l.,Counc~l~ copies F~Ol\SUdder FQujdare~ ,Adawlut, dated loth June 1840, No. 1693, 
OC the correspondence noted, in the ';Wlt enclosu·e. ' " 

~ h' I' hi. !teply, dated 26th Ju 1840, N6. 1751, 
margm aVJDg re atlQn to t e ~lue$tIOn lteJulDd~r. dated 8tli J y 1840, No. Is80, With enclosures. 
of slaves. . 1 , \ 

I 2. In transmitting these prciceedings, I am' desired to i orm yO'll that the 
judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, having submitted tIt interpretation of 
section 31 of Regulation XIV. ot1827 of the Bombay code, iding that the 
selling of a slave in a foreign territory is not pUnIshable by law, ey Wete re
quested to report whether. wlth reference to the interpretatIOn dec1a d by them, 
they conceived that the exportatlOn of a slave, with permission, under clause 2, 
section 30. of the above recited Regulation, and subsequent sale contrary to the 
terms of per«llission, was not an offence punishable by Jaw 

3. It may be necessary here to observe, that clause 2, section 30, of Regula~ 
tion XIV. of 1827. lays dowrr"that any person who shaH export a slave from a 
zillah subordinate to BOIl1bay into foreign territory, without first obtaining a 
written permission from the magistrate, whose 'duty it shall be to grant the same 
(only when satisfied that the object is not sale), will be punishable WIth fine, &c. ; 
and section :n of the same RegUlation) declares that, in addition to the preceding 
rules' (specHied in clauses 1, &; 2 of section 30). the sale of slaves WIthIn the zillahs 
subordinate to this presidency is illegal, and aU persons concerned therein, either 
as buyers or sellers, will be punishable with fine, &c. l 

4. -In· replyingt therefor~, to 'thill reference, the judges stated that the court 
were of opinioIL that such an act 'Would be punishable in regard to persons of 
the Mahomedan and Rindoo religion, but in regard to them only. 

5. The cause of this 'distindion,'l1owever; not being apparent, more especi~l1y 
.as the regulatio~ seems-to compr~}:end al\ 'persons by t~e comprehensive tetm 
!~ any person," 'It was deemed adVIsable to have the mmutes recorded by the 
coUrt on the occasion,' which: the judges were accordingly requested to furnish, 
In order th,at the governmeIl~ might be made acquainted with the precise grounds 
on which the'opinion of'the majority of the' court, 'in respect to the question 
adverted to, was founded. I ' 

6. It. appearing, on the receipt of the minutes in question. that the decision.. 
arrived at on the above point rested principally, or in fact,wholly, Qn the opinion, 
of the native law officers, th~ Sudder Cou;r:t were further requeste.d to hand' up 
these opinions also" and from which th~ PQnclusion to be drawn. ~; ,as Iiis Lord~ 
ship in Council will perc~ive, that it was not the sale of the slave. but tIle,-a.ct.o( 
disobedien<;q that wa,s pU:qishable.. ' , 

7. As connected with' the fo),'egoing- Letter 'from tbe l\lagfstrate of Tannah, "ated '!18th November, wlth 

d· 1 I I l h' . enclosure'· ....., >I ' procee mgs, am a so .on t IS occaslOn R J ., t d' i'lth D b.1>lt 'N 9ft3<1 . d \ .• • f h ep y. uK e I., erem Fr .... oil9 .. Q. ,," ~. 
mstru~te to. transmIt C?Ples o. t e, UeJolDder, dated ~th January 1840; lio" 2,· • 

papers noted 1U the mal'gm, relatIve to Government leltet to Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated nst February 
a case of sale into 'slavery in a foreign 1840 , Nq. 35+ ' , .,' :,' , 
territory th t f th Kh of J . r<i Replv, dated 7th March 1840 ; No. 37S· 
. h' h' ha 0 • e an

f 
T unJ

h
ee."'1 Gave'r\lmllnt Jet~f to Magistrate/of Tannah. dated ad April 1840, 

III W ~c t e m.aglstrate 0 • anna ,ln' No 754. ,,. 
reportIng the Cll'cumstance (In the first Reply, dated 29th May 1840, Nq. 13, With enclosures. • 
instan~e), applied for authority to place ReJomder, dated 13th, JUDe 1840, No. 1533 . 
th' ... h' 'I' d tl Govel nment letter, ot same date, to tbe Budder FQuJdaree Adawlut • 

. ~ pnsonet o~ IS trIa, un et: Ie pro- I.euer ,from, the ,Sudder fQuJda{e~ Adawlut, datell ~4th July 1840, 
VISIOns of section 31, Regulabon XIV. No. 1370; 
of 1827. ~ ... V _.1',' ~.. ." • 

j <l, I I" ~ f- i "'~ I( , I" ,'" \ 

8. On' the court's interpretation thereof having, however, been pointed out to 
the magistrate, he intimated his' intention Qf bringing the prisoner, being a 
, . 238• <... M M 4 ~ "BritIsh 

< 



No.8" 
a o.M 1\ Ai.Y. 

• • 

Jud Cons., dated 
14th Ol.t. 1840, 
No. 5434. 

Reg. XIV. 18~1, 
sec. 33. cl. ~. 

, , 

2,2 CORRESPO DENCE, ON 1'JXR~tAV~ *fRADE.' 

British subject, to trial Ull( r section 4, Regulati~n XI. Or"~827,:'which }llode of 
procedure the' Budder jud es, to whom the question had· been"intermediately 
referred, were of opinion w s the. proper co~e to Le adopted in this case. 

9. The prisoner was the fore placed o-p his trial and acquitted by the session 
judge under the interpretat li referred tt" but with a recommendatiolL that he 

,should be tried on a charg \of child-ste ing under elause 2, section 33, Regu. 
Iation XIV. of 1827. '~/'\ . I ' ,I " , ' 

10. The Coyrt of Sudde1'" F&lujdaree :!dawlut having" on a further reference 
made to them on the subJec~; deCided,t;at as the chi~d in question is free and 
not a slave, the 'case does not come und clause 2, section, 30 of the' above l'eg'U"' 
la ti on', which refer~ ,to tM~ exportatio fUld sale of slaves with permissIon, and 
not to that 'Of a fr~ :chad, and that the acquittal of the prisoner was in accord. 
ance "'ith the interprt'tation . given by them. the magistrate has therefor~ been 
directed, agreeably to the session,judge's suggestion, in' which the couri concur, 
to commit th~ offeader on' a. ~~rge of child-steali~g, under ~he pro~is19n ~f 
clause 2, sectIon a3, RegulatIOn XIV. of 182 '1 ~ provlded there IS suffiCIent' eVI
dence of ,his having committed the offence with which he stands charged, tlle 
result of whicb the magistrate has been called on to report. 

11. As the GoveJ;'Ilor in Council is induceq to believe that. the Indian. Law 
Commission would ""!lh to have the proceedings connected with the above subject 
befQre them as connected with the, question of slaves, which it is presumed has 
already formed, a subject of deliberation, I have been instructed to forward these 
papers, together with a printed copy of 'Regulation XIV. of 1827, in order that 
they may, if his Lordship in Council shall see fit, be handed up to the Law-
Commission.. , 

I have, &c. 

Bomhay Castle, 
22 September 1840. , , 

(signed) W. R . .A/orris, 
'., Secretary to Government. 

" 

, tNo. ~48~, ~n.B4~.) " ' I " : ,I " 

, To the Magistrate of Tannah. ' ), . 
Sir, 

"WiTH refereIl,(;:e to lIly letter, datt¥i the. 18th June 1aJ3~ No. 1533, directing 
you to- proceed against the prisoner therein J]lentioned on a ~harge of child. 
stealing, under the provisions. of clause 2; section 33. Regulation XIV. ot1827, 
1 am dilected by the Ilonourable ~he Goverpor in Council to request that you 
will be pleased to report, the result of the tr~al for the information ~f Govern,-
ment. I 

Bombay Castlet 
22 September 1840. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. R. ll/orris. , 

Secretary to Government. 

From the Acting Magistrate of Tannah, ,dated 24 September 1840., 

Sir, 
IN ~pty to ~ot1"t letter of 22d instant, calling on me to report for the informa

tion of the Honourable the Governol' in Council, the result of the trial of Sheikh 
Dawood lei Sheikh Rahimon~ charged with stealing .a (:hild in the Ryghur 
Talooka, have respectfully the honour to etate, that. the above prisoner was 
committe by me on the 21st instanf. to take his trial before the session judge of 
Tannah. '., '. _ ' I 

, 2. I have the honour to, anne~ extract. of my proceedings in the above case, 
explanatory ofthe delay that hac; taken place in its disposal. , .' . 

. . I have, &c. " ' 
Tannah, Magistrates' Office'. ( . ~ d) J. M. La' rfi _., Slbue •• n!J. Oru., 4 

24 September 1840. ' Acting MagiStrate . 
. ' 
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ExTRA.CT f'rom P BOCEEDINGS of the Acting Magistrate of Ta1t.nith, dated 
• 21 September 1840;, • • . , 

TUF; cause of this case having been delayed t~ the pr~sent time has been ex
plained in the acting tnagistrates' letter to the ~uddet Foujdaree Adawlut of the 
31st ultImo. The prisoner WM, on the 30th ~prll 18'\.q. forwul'<kli by the 
assistant magistrate, Mr. Davies, to the sessioJ).lj~: charged with s~l1ing the child 
at Junjeera. It was ruled. by the court that:J'B~~\ ~e~g a ro'r~g!l.' .statil, the 
selling a slave there was an off~nce not pUIlishab~~~~(- ·(e~ulati(ln&. '{fne ~as'e 
was then teturned to the assistant magistrate fQr~ ~ oh~i: t1 be m6~e I,>Qt 
against the prisoner for stealing the child, whicl1:;a~d?~lt( .£\\ ~s ~ing unable 
to attend from illness, has beeIt the cause of the delay in il,pos8. of the cas~ that 
has taken place. • . l' 

(signed) ,. W. J!'ln!lford, • • 
- . ,Actili~Magistrate . 

• 
. ' .'oO ---------- '. . '.'. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Farish, subscriDed by the HonourftbJe 
Mr. Anderson. : . . ' . . , . 

THE report of the magistrate as to the result: of the ~riai before the !iession 
judge of the Concan JIlay be awaited. ..l.. 

3"October. (signed) J. Farish. 

From the Assistant Mllgistrate of Tannah, dated 25 November 1839. 

No. 5435. 

. , 

Sir, • -. 
AGREEABLY to section 4, Regulation Xl; of 1827, 1 havtl the honour to ·request la39~ Jud. Con3 

the favour of your obtaming the orders of Government with tespect to a. prisqner, 3l'StDc!c.~~~201l. 
Sheikh Dawood Wullud Sheikh Rahim91l.J_ an inbabita!lt of Gqregaum, in tpe .".' ~ 
Ryghur Talook, convicteiror seIling a child into slavery, within the 'territories"Of '6 • 
the Khan. o~ Junjeera, on the 16th May lastJ the offenoe being punishable by 
section 31 of Regulation XIV. of 18.27. • ' 

, 1 111,\ ve, &c. ..:: ~ 
" /l. • • 1 • 

J '111 n '" • ,. ' . 
• .J.Y.L • .oaVles~ , , \ or • 

. Act~n~ Ma~i,c;~r~te" ~._ : . ' 25 Nov~mber 1839. 

• • 
MINt)"l'E by the Honourable Mr, Fltris'\, •• ".i • • . ~o. ~~3 'r " 

• • ..... ~ .. ~ • -c. ... I 

- • • .~~\ .. l.. . .... " • 
Tws seems to be one of the cases in which the late 1nterpft!t3,Ll!E.oJ- t¥iijuddlif~ ; 

Adawlut would be against the conviction under seetion' 81, whrc~tu tq sare~ ,- -... 
~ lthin the zillahs; but Mr. Anderson's opinion, will; be desi~ble i ills, "r.? b~ .: 
hoped the ofitmce is not without the law. ':. .' :. • . . ,..~ 

• • • .. ~ - I 

••• \ ...... . (signed) ,.. ,J:,larisk. 
..... • 'J • '~,. -. -:. • •. -. : • 

• •• I •• ~. 
\ .... '... a: ... , • ••• \ •• , •• • r·.. ..J:" -r .,. 

:; December. 
.. '"~t 
.. . 

• • 
• • • " ' • MZNV'fE by fue Hon~~rable Mr: ~!der.:':' : .;, ... :. ;. 

. ;.. • • . .. ,'tN". 5204-
• .. I \ .., .... \. •• \I 

1 THUK we should inquire from the niagistrate. if, notwithstan,ding- the'ln/et-: : , , 
pr(!tatiQn referJ;'ed to- by Mr. Parish, he proposes:- th4t. the individual shoul~ be ' : 
committed for t(J,al; apd; under wpat Regulati~:a ~ ." '. ' ;~",' ...... -.: .. r',.: .. 

I .-./ '-:.. • (signed) .. G •. W. A-nct~~ . . 
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Gazette of 1839, 
1'- 731• 

1840: J.d. Cons. 
!i6tb Feb. No. 6~6. 

. 
No. 628. 

?74 ,CORRESPONDENCE ON THE' .SLAVR 'TRADE, 

(No. ,3232 of 184;0.) 

To the Magietrate of Tannah. 
Sir, 

I .o\.M directed by, t~e Hon~urable the Govern?r in Coqncil to acknowledge the 
receipt of Mr. DavIes letter, dated the 25th ultImo, and to request that you will 
report whether, notwithsta.nding, the inte~pretation of the judges ot the Sudder 
Foujdaree Adawlut of sectIon :n, Regulation XIV. of 1827., you propose that the 
prisoner apprehended on a charge of selling a child into slavery within the ter. 
ritory of the Khan of ~nj~era, shall b~ committed fO'r ~ia~; and if sO', under 
what RegulatiDn?. • 

• • I have, &c . 
(signed) J~ P. Willoughhy, 

Secretary to Government. 
Bombay Castle, 

19 December !839.· . . 
From the 4cting Magistrate of Tannalt, dated 6 January 1840. 

Sir, 
I HA. VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th ultimo, 

calling upon me to report whether, potwithstanding the interpretation of the 
judges of the Hudder Foujdaree Adawlut of section 31, Regulation XIV. of 1827, 
I propose that the prisoner apprehended on a charge of selling a child into 
slavery within the territory of the Khan of Junjeera, shall be committed for trial; 
and if so, under what Regulation? 

2. In reply, I beg to state, as my opinion, that the prisoner being a suhject of 
the Bombay government, he should be tried for the offence charged against llim 
under section 4, Regulation XI. of 1827. 

- I have, &e. 
Tannah, Magistrate's O$ce, 

6 Jan~ary 1840. 
(signed) E. Montgomerie, 

Acting Magistrate. 

MINU'l'£ by the ..Honourable the Governor. subsQribed by the Hon.' Mr. Farish. 

THE question here is, whether selling a child in a foreign territory is an offence 
punishable by our Regulations;, if it is not, it ought, in my opinion, immediately 
to be made so. ~' 

The judges of the Sudder Adawlut have recently ruled, in their interpretation 
of $ection 31, Regulation XIV. that it is an offence not punishable by law. 

In the present case, however, could not the prisoner be tried for kidnapping 
the child sol,d in the J unjeera territory? 

oQJ1. this .point I should wish Mr. Anderson's opinion; but perhaps our best 
pla.n will b~ tlf refer the case to the judges of the Sudder Ada\\lut, and request 
th6ir opi.ion .~ 'to- how it can be disposed of under eXlsting !legulations. 

, , ~ 't. ' 
\ '.".. , . (signed) J. R. Carnac. . . , 

-.------~----------..... --. , • 
• MINUI''x 1'f the Ho~~u;able Mr • .Anderi~n,"subscribed by the Board . 

1 .. _" ... • - .. ,. ft' 
... • ... • ...,..... ... /I" • , 

MR. MO~GO.ERIfS -riel IS erroneous; the bfi"ence should be an offence in the 
foreign territo'Y.as wdl ali DUrs, to make a person amenable, if the act has been 
done in a foreign-territory .• But it will be well in the first instance to put the 
prpposed question to the Sudder AdawIllt. 1, 

I play remark, hQwever" that. the export of'a slave without permission or the 
mag~strate, i~ p~nishable b~ clause 2" Jection 30, Regulation XIV. of 1527; and 
stealing a chtld IS also punIshable by clause 2, section 33 of the same Regula-' 
tion. . i < • I " • , ,"' 

I~ the erisoner has committed either or these offences, he can be- tried $nd • 
pumshed, Independent of any act in the forei~ territory. ' 

(signed)' G. W. Anderson. 

• 
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'. < 

(No. 354 of 1840.) 

'1;'0 the Uegistrat of the Sudqer Foujdare, Adawlut. 
Sir, I J' ,_ , 

, , 
No. S 

BOMBAY. 

WITH reference to~ my letter. dated 30th ultimo, No. 222, I am dlrected by the No. 629. 
Honourable the GovernOrl in. Council to transmit to you, for submJ,.8l\ion to the 
judges of the Sudder FQujdaree Adawlut, copIes of the correspondence noted III 
the margin, origwatmg In an apphcation from the magIstrate of Tannah, for Letters from Ma
permissIOn to bring a BritIsh subject to trIal for sellIng a chIld into slavery, in glstrate of Tannah 
the territory of the Khan of Junjeera, and to request that the court w~ll favour ~8ted 25th Nov. 
Government with t~eir opinion as to how thIS case can be disposed of under Dl~r~, 6th Jan. 
eXIsting, regulations. 1840, No.2. 

Bombay Castle, 
21 February 1,640. 

I have, &c. 
(sIgned) J. P. IVtlloughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

From the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 7 March 1840. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No. 354) dated 21st 18.0. Jud. Cons. 

ultimo, and its accotnpaniments, anll to state that the referent'e contained in your 8th Apnl, No 1450 • 

letter. dated 30th January (No. 222), to which allusion is made in that now 
under reply, is at present under the consideration of the judges, and that 
a question thereon is pending before the law officer~. 

2. IN reply to the present reference, I "am directed to observe, for the mforma
tion of the Honourable the Governor in CounClI, that the course of procedure in 
bringing the accused to tri~ is that poiuted out in tl\e second paragraph of the 
acting magistrate'sletter of the 6th January, which appears merely to require the 
authOrIty of Government. 

·Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree ,Adawlut, 
7 March 1840. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Grant, 

Registrar. 

,~ 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, subscribed by the Honourable 
Mr. Farish. 

- UNDER this opinion of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, the authority of 
Government should be given for putting the prisoner alluded to in tIle acting 
magistrate's letters of the 25th November 1839 and 6th January 1840, on hIS 
trial. the result of the trial to be reported to Government. 

(signed) G. W:Anderso1l. 

(No. 754 of 1840.) 

To the Magistrate of Tannah. 
Si~ .' 

I ' ~ t \ ... 1 

'WITH reference ',to your letters to- Government~ dated 25th' November and 

No. 1431. 

No. 145~. 

6th January last, I am directed to inform you that the Honourable the Govern~r 
in Council is pleased,. in conformity with se~tion 4, Regulation XI. of 1827, to . 
.authorise you to bring 'to trial the prisoner named in the margin~ being a BrItish Sheikh Dawood 
subject, on a charge of having sold a child into slavery within the telTitory of the Wullud Sheikh 
Khan of Junjeera, and 'to request that you will be pleased to report the result of Rahllllon • 

• t~~ trial for the informati9u of Gove:t;nment. 

,fiombay' Castlc1 ' 

:1 'April 1840. >( 

I have, &c. " 
; . _ (;lgned) Tv. R Morns, 

." , '.. Secretary to GovernT,ll~nt: 

.' , 
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2iO CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 

• 
From the First Assistant Magistrate in Charge at 'J'annah, dated 29 May ~840. 

S· '" II> I" f of .f lr, f , 

1840: Jud. Cons. 
17th June, 

WITH reference to your letter (No. 754), dateq ad ~timo. 1 have the honour 
to hclna up. for tbe information of 'Government, the acco'mpanying letter from 
the sessions judge of the Concan, dated the 27th insta.nt, forwardin[ an extract. 
from his proceedings in the case of Sheikh Dawood Wullud Sheikh .tta.himon •. 

No. 3198. 

No. 3199. 

No 3200 

CJse N'J. 3R of 
(, enel.1i Calendar 
of 1840 

NQ. '3~O1. 

Tannah, Magistrate's Office, 
29 May 1840. 

(No. 674 of 1840.) 

I have, &c.' , 
(signed) G. H. ,Pitt, 

First Assistant Magistrate in Charge. 

Case No. 38 of the General Calendar of 1840.' 

Sir, 
To the First Assistant Magistrate in charge at '{annan. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a-person named Sheikh Dawood WulludSheikh 
l1ahimon, with an extract of the court's proceedings of this day's date, for your 
information and guidance., 

Conkan. Court of Adawlut, 
27 M,ay 1840. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) John P!l~e, 

. Sessions Judge. 

E1CTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS held before John Pyne, Esq& Session Judge of 
the Conk an. 

'Vednesday, 27 May 1840. 

TUE court having recorded the charge on which the prisoner, Sheikh Dawood 
WuUud Sheikh Rahimon, is committed, refrains from asking the prisoner to plead 
to it, as, under the interpretation of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 7th Oct. 
1839, with reference to clause 1st, ~cction 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, it was 
" ruled that selling of a slave in a foreign territory is not punishable by law." 

The prisoner is consequently discharged from the bar. 
It appearing to the court that 'a charge might be sustained against Sheikh 

Dawood WuUnd Sheikh Rahimon of child-stealing, under provisions of clause' 2, 
section 33, Regulation XIV. 1827, it resolves to forward the said person to the 
assIstant magistrate in charge, to be dealt with as he deems proper. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. Pyne, Sessions Judge. 

MINUTE by ·the Honourable Mr. Anderson, subscribed by the HonotU'able 
. . lVIr. Farish. , 

T\IE assistant magistrate should pro<:e'ed against Sheikh Dawood for child
.' Iltealing. under clause 2, section 33t Regulation XIV. of 1.827, if the assistant 

~agist~ate is of opinion that there is evidence against the said Sh~ikh Dawood of 
hIS havmg committed that offence. - ~ -

The letter of the assistant magistrate. with its accompaniments, might be sent. 
~o the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut. to request that they, would call for the proceed. 
~DgS ?f the session~ )u~ge, if, they. ~ought !t" necess~ry, to see if the sesbio~s 
Jud~e s present decIsIOn does not lIlllitate agamst the Interpretation reported III 
thelr letter to Governm.ent of the 3d April last. . ~ • 

• .. - " • (signed) 1 G. W. Anderson. ' 



, ... 
AND MEASURES TAK;e~ rOR ITS ABOLlT~ON. ,277 

(No. 1533 of 1840.) • 

To the l\Iagist~ate ot Ta'4nah. 
Sir," . . 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to clcknowledge the 
receipt of Mr. PItt's letter; dated the 21:/th ultimo (No. 13), with its enclosures, 
reporting that Sheikh Dawood Wullud. SheIkh Rahimon ha$ been arraigned 
before the session judge of the Conkan, <;In a charge of selli~g a chlld mto slavery 
within the territory of Junjeera, and acq1\.itted of that offen~, and to request thar 
VOIl will proceed aga.inst this prisoner fot child.steahng, nndel' the pr(lVlsions of 
clcluse 2, section 33, Regul,cltion XIV. of 't 827, if you are of opmion that there IS 

evidence of his having committed that crime. 

Bombay Castle, 
13 June 1840. 

(No. 1534 of 1840.) , 

r have, &c. 
(signed) . W. R. Morns, 

Secretary to Govel'Dment. 

To the Registrar of the Sudder FouJdaree Adawlut. 
Sir, 

WITH reference to the second paragraph of your letter, dated the 7th of March 
last (No. 315), I am directed by dIe Honourable the Governor in Coullcil, in 
transmitting to you the accompanying copy of a letter from the first aSsIstant 
magistrate at Tannah, of the 29th ultimo (No. 13), wIth its enc!o'lurep, and my. 
reply'Ofthis date, to request that the judges of the .sudder FouJdftl'ee Adawlut 
WIll be pleased to call for the proceedings, held before the seSSIOns judge of the 
Conkan, in the case of Sheikh Dawood WuIlud SheiKh Rahimon, on a charg'e of 
selling a child into slavery within the territory of the Khan of JunJeera, If they 
should think it necessary to do so, in order to ascertain whether the deciSIon of 
Mr. Pyne does not milItate against the court's interpretation of RegulatIOn XIV. 
of 1827, communicated to Government in your letter of the 3d Apnl la~t 
(No. 538). 

Bombay Castle, 
13 June 1840. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. R. Morris, ' 

t Secretary to Government 

From the Acting Magistrate of Tannak, dated 10 February 1840. 

SIr, , 

No.8. 
l}OMBAY. 

No. 3'0" 

No. 32Q3. 

I HAVE the honour, to request you will obtain the instructions of Government 1840. Jud Cons, 
in regard to the subject of my letter o( the 6th ultimo, NO.2, as the accused party ~th M~cb, 
has been in confinement since the 12th September last. " 1).120 

I haVEl, &c. 
(signed) E. lr[ ontgomerie, ' ' 

, Ac~ng Magistrate . ~annah, Circuit, Cutcheriy, 
. 19 ~ebruary 1840. ' 

'\ 
~ "....,.. 

l\lIlfUTE hi the' Honourable the Governor, subscrihe~ by the Honourable 
' M &': 'k " t '> r .. J,.iQT¥ • / '" r 

, ' 

.t\ REF1l:RENCE was ma~e to the Sudder FouJdaree Adawlut on the 21st instant, 
• to asce~Ill t~e coUrt' ~ opinio~ as to how .~is case can be disposed of. 

Their answer must be awaited. '.' 
(signed) J. R. Carnao. 

No. 1209. 



No.8. 
BOMBAY. 

No. lUo. 

No, HIll. 

~78 CORRESPONDENCE, ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 
" , 

MINUTE by the Ho~ourable Mr. Anderson, subscribed by the Honourahle Board. 
, . 

The Sudder Adawlut should be informed _that the Government await its reply. 
(signed) G. W. Anaerson. 

(No. 631 of 1840.) 

To the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut. 
Si~ •. 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to request that the 
Judges of the Su..dder Foujdaree Adawlut wIll be pleased, wIth all practicable 
dIspatch, to furnish the information called fOf in Mr. Secretary Willoughby's 
letter of the 21st ultimo, No. 354. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) TV. R. lUorns, 

. Secretary to Government. 
! 

Bombay Castle; 24 March 1840. 

No. 664 of 1840. . 
Sir, 

To the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut. 

1840: Jud Cons. ADVERTING to my letter dated the 24th instant, No. 631. I am diTPded by the 
2d April, No. 1 ~86. Honourable the Governor in Coun~il to acquaint you. for the information of the 

Judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, that the answer therein called for 
appears to bave been furnished, being contained in your communication of the 
7th instant, No. 375, a circumstance which escaped attention until after the 
reference had been dispatched. 

I have, &c. 

Bombav Castle, 27 March 1840. 
" 

(signed) W. R. MOf'ris, 
J Secretary to Government. 

(True ,extract.) 

East India House, 
5 April 1&1,,1. 

~ . , 

{signed) • J. P. 'Willoughby, 
Secretary to Government. 
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