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PREFACE. 

WE make no apology for presenting these 
sketches in a collected form to the reader. They 
have already been kindly received through the 
press by the Bombay public j and the Bombay 
GoTetnment and the Director of Public Instruo
tion ha.ve generously awarded their patronage to 
the publication, for whioh I thank them. They 
are the work of an unprofessional pen, during 
intervals of leistire\ 

H I am a plain man, and I think if I had 
pitten my materials into better ha~dsJ I would 
have dune better."* 

No doubt of it; but they must now go forth 
as they are to the public, with all their sins upon 
them. . 

They have been written in the interests of 
good government. 

They do not aspire to the dignity, the philo
sophy, or even the rigid accuracy of History, and 

• Elliot Warburtoll in Darien. 
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pretend to no ~pecial sources of informatioif but 
what ru:e open to the public. 

They presume, however, by way of endeavour, 
to illustrate one of the noblest episodes in the 
Colonial History of EnglaJ?d, the rise and growth, 
amid many difficulties, of a great city on the 
shores of Asia, with some account of the men 
who have dis'tinguished themselyes in its History. 

Why do men, after a long residence in a 
foreign country, set such store on their place of 
abode? The answer is Patria p,t uhicltnque 
bene est. 

But Bombay over and above this has special 
and great attractions. 

For beauty of situation it is II the joy of the 
whole earth," unrivalled, at all events, in the 
Eastern "dominions of Queen Victoria. 

Its geographical position is also unrivalled. 
W"hen Sir JAMES MACKINTOSH resided in Bombay. 
it was considered the most obscure corner of 
India. The Suez Canal has now made of it 
the key of Asia. 

The Time in which we live secms to bridge 
two v.ast eras, alid we stand midway betweeu the 
old and the new. 'We have witnesscd the enu of 
one et'a, and are now the spectators or another, 
the era of steamers, railways, and telegraphs, and 
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have seen what no generation has seen before, 
nor will ever see again. 

It is a.t such a time tha.t one sits down to re
member that Bombay has a history before the 
opening of the Suez Canal, and. I have written 
to little purpose it these essays fail in, convey
ing to the reader An exhibition ot moral strength 
and a tenacity of purpose unexampled in the 
IIistory of Colonisation. ' 

-The spectacle of thi~ lone and isolated commu
nity, battling for existence for a hundred Iyears, 
and upholding the banner and the honour of 
England, is a noble one, and not ,devoid of moral 
grandeur. Strange to say it attracted little or no 
attention at home. 

In the Diary of JOHN EVELYN, one of the most 
accomplished men of his day, and who was in 
the thick of politics, 1660 to 1705, that is, during 
the reigns of Charles II., James 11., and William 
III., and which embraces every notable event of 
his time, there is no mention of Bombay, and yet 
this was the time during which were laid the 
founda.tions of our dominion in Western India. 

One word more. The writer has kept steadily 
before him the condition of the people. Are 
the subject peoples better or worse oft' than they 
were- und&l' the former native governments of 
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WestemIndia? A. question ofmuchtmport, and 
of more import to the native populations of these 
countries, than ,it ij even to the ruling class. 
The answer which ia contained in these papers 

b -is this, that the Gogemmeuts we suppla.nted in 
Western. India were unequal to the task of 

" guaranteeing Ufe and property to their subjects; 
that they were out or the pathway ot: human 
pt0@"l'e88, and did not,assist in any way the onward 
march of Civilisation. This is not an English 
view of the subject, bnt is and must be the view 
of every man who can distinguish right from 
wrong, or the difference between a good govern
ment and a bad government .. It thus resolves 
itself into a matter of fact, not a matter of con
jeoture. The writer has no interested motive to 
serve in these essays. He is not a servant of 
the Government of India. 

According to the verdict of History it _". 
perfectly open to him in view of the facts to 
write either one way or the other. 

The facta left np' other course open to him, 
than to d<-~ounce these Governments as the 
enemies of mankind. 

What destiny is reserved for this great com
mnnity of Bombay, God only knows. Population 
and opnlence have increased, and may increase 
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with giant strides, but we can !lcarcely Imagine a. 
time when the slory of its early history will 
cease to interest, or its example be without drect 
upon future generations. 

I write this from the Bay of NapJeH, which 
recalled to Sir JOHN MALCOLM, the glonfied ima.ge 
of his beloved Bombay. 

June 10th, lR82 


