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BURHAl{. -llf the p~leht pMtu11 or our afFairs oa ~e eaaten. ttoAt.illr or IntL.'a, it r, 116 • 
. ~nimportaut to> conaider the character of the people inhabiting the regio~ beyoatl 
,Jhe Ganges, whea it is remembered how much ou intercourse with those semi­

~J,arbarolllutions hal been impeded. by ou ignoran~_ottheir national prejo.dicu 
and ou eontempt fpa their Dlelltal quanti... • 

The extra Gangetio UtioDi c1ivide themael1'es into upWarda ot thirty branch .. 
"hlch, theJ maintaiJi, pGSSeII in COJDDlOJl the same phyaieal COD.f'ormation. Their 
,~Terap height is Ii feel a ~!!T. and they weigh about 120 lbl. eaeh; they .... 
actin, fleshy. strong, and aymmetrica1 iu form. 'The Chinese, Siamese, and Ita. 
_ are the fainel; .the Arracanese, Burmese. and :Peguers the darkest. The 
Jlrat three are of a bright ea.ue oolour j the last three are dark bamboo: the other 

..,&n"bea are of e'f8l'1 intermediate abade. They have an a mON uniform ltandarcl 0( 

~ermation than preTailt in the Caucaaiall"race ;Sthe deviatio!.ll from the ke4 
.taudarcl being fe". and those not of au important character. 
, With regard to the Burmans. it is obviolll to the m~ <cUual .oblerTer og 
~ 1pOt, that the oountl'J is gradually fallin, to decay. While the people o~ 
lnclia are preaaiq fol'"ard '!lith rapid atiides. in defiance of the trammela 0.£ 
,:ute. lCalCeli glancing behind them, and then only ti( imile at the errol'S of their 
auceetoH, the Burmese are receding from ~ht into d:rkness .. gatberipg the~ 
Wriadom trom books fourteen hundred years old, turning the fables of their foref" .. 
&hers lnto truths. pausing in puerile admiration OTer the knowledge .,.d 8e­
plolta of their anc6itoa, and lame~g their o~ ~ea condition ; ~e gOTera­
ment meanwhile. regardl~ of' the ~ue of life, draining an already half,people4 
eountI'J of ita inhabitants, townl dwindling Jato nllage$, and ~ages disappear-­
mit a1t.ogether. communication becoming lea frequent, pie people, dispirited bJ 
.ppreaaion, passionately .ttached to the BOil, lI,IlXiously waiting the fulfibp.ent· oC 
6. prediction, which promises them restoration of ~eir lost \,.ppinesa and power. 
pnder " wise and just dJ'll8str.. The wars; which had prn~ed 'liAce' the t"8U\~ 
JMntury, at one time between the Shans and ~urmans, at another bet.,eeJl. U1.. 
~iame38 and :Peguers, and at a later period between the Peguers and BUl'man'. 
laail a1m~ Itripped thQs. regiOIlS of their inhabitaut.ll, when the warlike propaB.­
sties Otthe .ucoeaa~ of Alongpora gave th~ ~al blow to ~e p1'08pelity of Bur-
1D&h. They robbed. th~ir ~cities of eTery able-bodied Jl!.atl .and carried their 
arms into Siam, Arracan, Assam and Cassay, exterminating the p~ople whereTer 
the)' ~e. till the whole tract, from the 9~th:to the IDO~ degl:El8 of longitude. 
auel Itqm Cape Nagrais to the Trqpic, became neatly untenanted, by hum.aJ!l 
~iDii. This iaat tract is now overrun w4h an ex\ensive jUJ?gle which enclOle4l 
!rithin U. gigan,ttc embrace ~e ruins of nllDlerous forts and temples, tJ?at 8,8". 
to iDc1icate"the spots whieh In former times were crowded with a dellSe population. 
'~hose delCll&danta are gathered in)canty groopa Upj)l1 the banks of th. II1ag1li4-
cent ziTeu. which still water the land. :But they ~ave lost the enterprise an! 
'hlou which for ag8llrencl~d thlm the terror or e-,elf n:ghbo~ country, 
p.el re~ 01111 tlWnniCfi obstihaoy. and)eatl~ell by wJUch th!!y ~ve alwa,.. 
~q. charaoterized. these degenerate people seldom· engage in any pursuit 
.bich demands much meatal applicatiOJl; th*lbooks upon religion and acientifiu 
objects are ~tioDi from the :Palee: they have no knowledge bf' persp~tiTe. 
fheir draW'inga being an in prome; their poetry is confined to odes IPldlOng!f of' 
lo!' ~d war. the larger pomlI being para'phrastio ~tions 0( the Feat Hind1( 
.pi"; their knowledge of musio is Teri limited i their I1stem of anatomy is imper .. 
feet; they are unacquainted ~ith:chemistry,land believe in thp transmutation of 
~~. On the other hand. &hey are acquainted with vegetable physiology, ad. 
~ the sexes of plants i they ea.u work in golcI."with considerable taate ; the, 
elm weave intricate ~att8l'llll. which eTell in Epgland hlltve ~een found di1li~lt t" 
iiDitate, Del they p C&I'1'e in wood "ith tolerablelingeauity; but, upon th., 
.hGle. they do not excel. or e1'8ll. attain mediocrity, in any art which demand • 
.tal/prate maDipulation; and the. few manuf&jltures which they still pOSIIess flour­
&.heel &mODI them in higher perfection at the moment of our first 'aequaintan~ 
With. ~em than they do at the present momeat. ." • 

TJi.e ·yift~t' ~ the B~~aUa is observableJin their:conTersation; they ~ 
,,~triies with. the 8~e sest and interest as the people ofo~er eountries disollSll 
~ta ~ momeatoua importance. We are sorry to add. that they. season their cIia­
~urn 1rith the most' astounding falsehoods, which p~ \Vitho.ut any othel' notiC4t 
a\u. & amile. for lying is not l1eld in much disesteem; on the COIltrary,.jt Is a 11&. 

Il~al boast, that the Burmans are without equals in their adroitlle&ll in coneea1inr 
Ai ~ Caadour and aincerity are unknown to theJll; they are early "'\lgh~ 
~ eJ:Pfrience to Itud, precantion, au..d practice:dissimulat!on in every acti/lll ~ 
~~·li-yea. Rappy or sad, their physiognomies annOUllce neithe, pleaa,urt nhc 
f¢~t; ~~~~ y.JIO~ the aim!,leat to,Pic. they return an indiroct nop1r. ~~Pt~ 
eft thetr proDUSlS, and idle their p~fessioUl of regard; vtillce and eu'Cumventio1i 
,are resorted. to as the legitimate lJea<ot obtai\tlng their ends, and 90 neeeu&rJ 
an th~l c.onsidered, that the ~ ,,-ho sh.0'!ld eJIlploy neither decllit nor 6~tageld 
iA the attainment of his object would be lookedlupon as little better than a fool. 



Al the oommencement of h08tilitiell in 1823, luch had been the discouragement 
~ iup80table Eng~ merchants, that there werll no morelthau three hOUMa ill 
Aft, ana t'our&' Rangoon, to lupply a population of ne~rl1 three ..millious wid, 
"oreiga goods, nil it w~not till the termination of the wu tha~ trade was placel 
I1pon a arm footing, "Z!umerous restrictillns having been removed by a coma.r;­
eia1 treaty; the returA of .Peac& brought a considerable ia1lUS:::of lEngUsh trader., . 
• ~ ~ of plain ~Ild coloured cottons, musline,Sopium,:arm., and ~~ght 
Iroa, 'Wt1'e made to a large amount, which was annually increasing, the re~ 
1M1D& teak, bullion, iice, and cutch, ~hen a euipension of Mendly intepcourae. ~~ 
."eo. thlf Company and Tharawaddy tuddenly annihilated the trade, and wh~~ 

}s8.Iii.4Dit8lJ ~ore 'deplorabltl left us witho~t a guarant('o for the p;rforml\nc.-f"r 
· ~e remaining articles. of the treaty of Yanclabo. , 

The 1I~~ are Tain,.obstinate, and SQ'llicious j the Ull;!orrhity '!\ hich ~84 
~ tly'oughoUt,the entire pop~lation, in th!,ir physical<llitructure, ex~.ruIs in .~ 
:equal degree to thei1' moral development of 'character j the ditarsity of, talent. 
Jhe niie" of aspect, and disparity of Corm,;' conspicuo~ in indh ldual. of th .. 
dvm.ettoountries of Burope, are scarcely to be found in Bur~llh; the kinS' anti 
~ Mep priu.ce are almost the !lnly ~xceptions to tI~~ mediocrity w hieh ever .... 
,rhen prenils. The national characteristics are, perhaps, less ~tt:0ngll marked 
III the priests, arising from the Utfl>f 8tu~y and devotion, which t1!ey are compel­
Ita, to observe; but th,e are not pe~petualed, ill con,soqueI}.ce of their celibacy. 
Each person conforms to the habits of the mllss; and, in respect of fortune, the)' 
.r. more ~pon J par with each other ~an any 'people who dwcU in cities. Eac~ 
I1u the same opinion of himself, of his country,.and of foreigners iu general .. Syiu.­
liii~cal and robust, the Burman affects a contempt for the .. black strang~" of 
~ who is ,ight1y formi!d, an' tranunellecio with the ob;e,rva~ces o,f caata.­
~·l'itla·respect to his country, it is tbe,n~t faY!l\\!-"ed region of the so!lth-island =. 
Itl roCk. are rubies, gold its sand." Its king receives tribute fl'On\ a hunch'ed and 
~ . ~. 

~e vassal princes of Shans and Kareens j he once conquered Auaeau, Assam, 
Jiia!l1, Pegn" and Tenasserim, and drove' away an army of qhinese invaderl, 
•• w.b.bae weig\t pressed the earth from its_centre." With reg~.d to foreignel's, aU 
l1?ini to' the w~ oj the Ganges (with the exception of theArabs) are '! strangers,;' 
tuvide! by caste •. black, poor, and timid. The Chinese liv,e ueaI; the rising sun, 
ue fahwlf complexion, ingenions, and industriouS;.. the Si.mu)se Ule the handsom­
""And lhe most. cowardly; the Arracan,ese th~ darkest, the poorest, and the 
Doat .,nile. With these extravagant notions of themsclvbs, the Bunnans entel" 

· -"4 upoll the war with the company in 1823, and, notwithstanding our signal sue­
~. their ideas have undergone very llittJe change. The :courage aud magnani­
mity of the English have excited ,J10 admiration; Ol1r moderation has been ove!.:. 

,.Iooked, and our retention of the kingdoms which, "e conquel'~d has inflicted all 
inCUl'able wound upon the national vanity. Even his highness, 'l'harawaddy, WhOl, 
aed before Our troops at Pr~me, and entreated his b~ther to make peace with the' 
lemble foreigners, has outlived his own fears, antt f!l)."gotten his own advice. The 
IricJi presenl3 from the viceroys to the north, south, and east, no longer pour into 
ilia treasury; the splend9v of his court is diminished, and the reliance of the 
pople upon the exeeUllUce of sovereign power has already begun to waver. III 
,ontemplating theBl! I!vils, he ascribes them to the wrong cause, and is about to 
attempt their cure by the wrong means. Instead of looking to the insatiable am.­
~tion of hiJ predeceaso;", and more immediately to the h~~e propensitiell- of hi.: 
.J)roth.~ III the De of the invasion of 1I1lrmah i; ~823, ~d ~ 7thQ, ~~~ o~ 
~ impoverished country to maintain a 8truggle ,wi~ a wea~thy ,!nd. Hourisb.infl 
~te, as the occasion of the series of disasters !"hicb befel the Burman .army, hili. 
~ea the first to the art£u~ poUcy of th,e comp~ny, ill- mak"ing the collision of t"'.G~ 

· ~artie. on the frontiers of the two 8t.'\t~ a pretext for quartel between the powers 
themselves; and finds the origin of the second in the imbecility aml treachery of. 
IUs brother'. advisers I Instead of seeking the re.medy for the wasting malady 
.vhieh haa broug1!t ~b.e country to the p~in't' of, dissolution, in re~odelUng the go-

· .. emment anel adapting it to the emergencies of .t;he times, he imagines that the 
.:r!~tion Of ,thalost provinces w.ill arrest thlt,progresli!lf decay, and ultimately 
.,store hiI kingdom to its former Tigo.1U'. To accomplish this undertaking, he 
""en GO"'" he mnst be aided by othe, powers, and to enlist their sympathies he 
Dust make them sensible of the dangers wbich encompass them. The Company'. 
uiordinate thirst (or universal dominion is the theme which they best understand; 
1, lpeaU to their \xperience, and kindles the~';U~ j they have all suiFerecl 

, ~re or leas by our propinquity, and if any of them have receiVed occasional be-
· , aefit from Our prptection, it 11.as J;endered them envious of our prowess. 

'l'o drive out the common en~my by ~ simultan,(;oUS movement of thc Indian. 
princes, has been contemplated a hundred times, and attempted upon more than \ 
Gne occasion; it is still the fav~urite project of the discontented, and will be put 
in operation agftin, whenever a fitting moment may prege~t itself. f 

• A traumo" ,. nuW Qucnlaling .mong the Bnrmaos. tbat the seventh .0v~r~lgn ., 
'be dynasty founded by Aiongpra will be replac4!d by a prince of sU\lernatural ,. isdom 

· l~ 'Wliom aQife{p.1 dOlllilli!,n will be~ivell .IlYeI \Ile "'9I1tjl ~I~~~" thaLd. \heworlcl. 



THE BIR1~ EMPIRE ... 
. . . ' ~ ... 

Et1Ul.l, &f the BIlllLUt" EKpUlJl, of which othel' name. lfl":'lM1la~' 
Jirahma, Buraghmah, Boman; Barma, ahd Vorma" called also the kingdom of 
.A. ft, extends over more than one-forth ot the surface of the Peninsula beyoll-d tha 
Ganges, and containa nearly the doubletof the area of the British islands. .c:~ 
ClO't'ding to Crawfurd. it may be conjectured to contain in round numbers, about 
184,000 ~e mile&.. But ,W. ia meN conjecture, its Ilorthern' and eastern. 
lIoudariOl, being imperfectly known. It is, ho,"ver, "certaiD. that the most 
aorthem point'of the empire.' extends Considerahl" to, the Borth of the 27tk 
I'arallbl, and pto'lably pass~ the 28th, in tbe country of the Bor Khamti (Wilcox)_ 

, W. have atilliess infonlation respecting the portion of. Upper Lao, which is sub-
3ect,flO the king of."", Berghaus, follopring Sk Francis Ha!l1ilton, extends it 
to 100.0 E.long., in the parallel of 22 ~ •• Farthel' louth, whel'e the :river Saluem 
Ol"S~, divide. it from the kingdom of Siam and the EnIJUsh posseS8io~( 
Mvtaban,.the eastern froatier Ues betw8eP. 98 9 and 99 ~ E. long: 'On the 801~th. 
where it it bOunded bI 'the gulf ot Mart;aban, It extends to t/j S .44-''lat .• lind On. 
the west, where it borders on A.racan, it In'obably does not run west:Of 93 Q 20· 
long.< The le~hoof this c:ouutrl from the western mouth of the river lrawadc1i 
10 jbt-source in the country of t\le Bori;hamti, may be ,bout 950 .wes. Itrt 

,width tcJ the Bouth of the parallel of 24 ounts at an.average to 220 miles, but 
to the north of it only to 180 miles. In . estimation, Upper Lao is not taken. 
into account, which, betfVeen 2l ~ 30' and~3 0 No lat., extends perhaps., 1()(J . 
.ues farther. . • 

The Birman empire has about 240 mUeMf ae"atooast along the gulrof ,)Iartaban .. 
extending from the (!ape of Kyai· omi, near the British settlement of Amherst in. 
lrIartaban, to Cape N egrais, the southern extremity of the Aracan Mountains. 
:rhe...thole of this coast is low, manhy, ana broken by at least twenty eonsiderab\a 
chaunels of uvers or arms of the Boa. ,. ~ 

The Bii-man territory is d.ivided from thai British province of Aracan 8y a rang. 
(If mountains called by Europeans the Aracan Mountaius, but by the native .. 
Ana\ip,ctan-meaw (lD.up~ctll-mew) or the Grelrt W estero. ~a.ge j alsa Yeo~dong 
or Romopoku.ng Mountains. It begins at 16 ~ N. lat. WIth Cape N egrMS (N eg­
ragUa of Sangermano), called by the Bu,uans Modaen, and extends in a northern 
Clirection with a slight bend westward to the northern boundary of Araean, about 
21 Q 'N. lat. The southern part of it, extending {l'om 16 0 to 18 0 between the 
Delta of tl}.e lrawaddi and the Gnlf of Bengal, presents one continued ridge of 
craggy rocks of a mode~te height, whose bare clifFs of a reddish colour generally' 
approach 80 near the sea as not to have any.intermediate level ground between tkem 
ana the ocean. This portion of the range is called by the lJirmans Modaen Garit. 
from the Birman name of Cape Negrais. 'iTo the north of i8 0 N. Aracan on the 
west, while on the east extends the va.1lElf of the river Imwaddi. In this tract. 
the mountains rise to a greater height, .nd between 20 0 and 21 0 N. lat. the 
highest summits are thougb.t to attain 600~ feet above the leve\. of the sea. Their 
western slope towards the plains of Aracaa and the Gulf of Bengal is very rapid; 
I)u' to the-east they descend in a kil\d ofooterraces formed by three 01' four or mora 
laterall'idges of less height, "hic:h howe'ter present rapid declivities ou the east 
and west. • '.. 

Three mountain-passes traverse the Anaupeetau-meaw Mountains and connect 
JUrma with Aracan. The most southern. called the Tangho Pass, leads from. 
.J'~aOng Mew olrthe Irawaddi. f8~ 34'. tel Tongho in Aracan, 19 0 15' N.lat. 
7ha llignest point of the pass is 4,692 feet above the sea, and mallY parts of it are. 
~ difficult ~t it cannot be travelled by beasts of burden. The eastorn ~icl~e8 aro 
eo1lUnonly covered lrith bamboo jUllgle, but on the wester11 declivity there are 
extensive forests of lofty trees. The second pass connects Sembeghewu, in the 
Talley of the lrawaddi (20 ~ 40' N. lat.), ~th Aeng in Aracan (19 ~ 53' N. lat.). 
and is called the Nairiengain Pass, from aamall stockade of that name erected Oil 
the highest part of it. The Birmans used it as a military road to Aracan, anel 
had findered it passable for beasts of burden by building bridges over the pre-­
cipieea and cutting away the rocka in many places. Before the OCCllpation. of 

, .Araeaa by the British, a·considerable commerce '\Vas carried on by meallS of thW 
%Oad. Thia commerce is said to have ooov.pied 40,000 persons, but this number: 
IIeeDlII greatly exaggerated. This road. is now rapidly falling into decay, being: 
eltpOS84 to the destruotive ,influence of the south-west monsoons. The third. 
m01llltain-pass begins Ukewise at Sembeghewn and leads to Talak in Aracan. 
200- 10' N.lat.: by this Pass the Birmans entered. Aracan a.t the time of the con­
guest of that country. But it seems that.they did not use it afterwards, probabllJ 

. J)ecause that which leads to Aenl' presented leS$ difficulties. We have no infor-
mation of any kind l'eapecting thiS road. ' 
'. To the north'of 21 0 N. lat. the monqtains appear to decrease considerably id. 
height, but at the same time they divide into severaI. ranges, running mostly nortll 
and south, and occupying a considerable flract of country. This rugged highland .. 
which extends between and along the npper branches of the Aracan river, the 
iSurmah, or river of ~het, and some tributaries of the Kyan. Duayn, a branch of 
the lrawaddi, is inhabited by savage nations which are independent of Birma anel 
not subject to any of the princes protected by the British. The principal of these 
tribes are the Kookis, and on that account this country is callea the highland of 
'&he Kookis.' It has not been ascertained how far the authority of the court oC 
Ava et.tenda into this region. . 

• Thus far the western boundary of the Birman Empire is formed by mountail'l­
:rangea. The remainder, from 24~ N. lat. np to the Nagas Mountains, which. 

,diviile it fnm Aasam, is bounded by the territories of the Rajah ~ Munipoore, 81 
prince who has pla.ced. himself nnder the protection of the British, Iu!,d whos~ , 
country extends eastward as far as the Nampagna River, a branch of the Khyan­
cuen. which constitutes the boundary liLJe of the Birman Empire itt this part. 

The northern extremity of Birma is a~n separated by mountain-ranges troD! 
the neighbouring ceuntry. The ranges called Patkoi or Poapno Mountains, which. 
.. to a great height, and the still highllr Langtan Mountains, divide it troD! 
A.am and the countries along the Upper ,Brahmapootra., In the high summits. 
whence the Brahmapootra dec:enda to the west, are also the sources of the lrawaddi. 
which river' may with great propriety be called the river ofBirma, as aU the 
llOuntriea drained by it and its tributari~belong to that emipre, with the singla 
ell:oeption of the southern part of Munipoore. It has lately been ascertained that 
no part of the Chinese empire extends so farwest as the baru..s of the Irawaddi. 
We shall, therefore, follow the course of this river,and make some obsenatiollS Oil 
UtI'countries drained by it. " 

The different opinions l'especting the source oC tho Irawaddi, and its identitJl 
9ith theZangbo-tsin of Tibet, will be examined under the head of BllAHMAl'OOTl\A.­
Lieutenant Wilcox was informed that its source was at no great distance from that 
of'the Brahmapootra, to the south of .it, and about fifty miles from Manchi,. 
&own of the Bor Khamti. The riTer SOOIl issues fl'om tile mountains, and. enten. 
a plain, or rather an extensive valley, oe mpied by ehe nor Khamti. The country 
here form. aperfect leve1, partly cultivated, and partly iitudded with clumps of treell 
and bantboos, and intersected by a numbel' of rivulets. The Irawaddi opposite the 
~ of Mancbi is only eighty yards broad, and fordable. The plain on its bank. 
18 1.856 feet above the level of the sea., 



From the countryof the Bor Khamtftlle Irawaddicontinl1ea its southern course 
through three degrees of latitude to Bhanm~, through countries about whioh we 
hal'8lCaroell any information at all. It would seem that high mountain-ranges 
freQ.uently close apoa it, and at other places plains of con~idorable extent borde.: 
its banks. Such on its western side are the Samokbtura )fountains and the plaill 
of lIIungkung, extending on both sides oC the Mungkung river lar to the west. 
7be mountain-mcgee are partly"in posscSllion of the SingC09, a powerful mountain. 
tribe which also ocoupies a considerable portion of the DlouutalDs south of Assam. 
ud every where maintains its independence in the mountaul-foLstnt'ss. The ranges 
Wbich divide thill portion of Birma from the Chinese province of Yunnan seem ~ 
he "excecdingly mll'ged, and the difficulties encountel'cd ;n travcrsin~ them have 
always frustrated the attempts of the Chinese to ('onquer the cOwllrlElS along tha 
Irll,waddi, From Manchi to -BhanlU~ the river flllls ill the coul'se of about 351) 
miles 1,300 feet, being at the fatter place only 600 fco' above the sea. This ac­
counts for the river being IHlnavigahle for the greater part uf that diswnoe, except 
fot Rmall canoes. 

fthanm~ is a place of some DotO, 1ieing the prinCi\I:\lmorkl·t {or Chinese good •• 
which are brought to this tOWIl on horses and 11880S. Below Bhann~ the rivee 
allddenly turus to the west, but soon rC8uma its 80uthern oourso, and thus continues 
to & few miles enat of Amarapoora, The river flow&-in thin tmct through a valleY' 
of no great breadth, the mOllntains inclosing it 1)1\ each side, anet i'rolJ,u('ntly ad­
Tanoing to the. very banks of the river,·especially on the east. Between Bhanma. , 
and Amarapoora the river is oaly navigable for small trading boats. 

Above Amarapoora the Irawaddi begins to decline to the south-west, and fFOI1l 
that town it runs in & western direction for n('arly a hundred miles as far as tho 
mouth of the Kyan-Duayn.. With the chnngvf the l'iver the face of the ('ountry 
is changed. Issuing from the narrow vall .. y it cntol'll a very wid .. one, or rather 1& 
plain. Along its banks, and especially on the suuthel'll side, the level countrJ!, 
extends for many miles, in sOlne places eV!,1\ to U:iI,ty, ami oven thon is not bound­
ed by high mountaios, but by moderato htlls, whi('h inel'l'usc in height as they 
:recede farther ftom the river. ConsidE-llthic V,II tt.nu. of thi. pluin nl'C covered by 
the inwlClations of the rivor in the wet SC\lSOll, On the north side of the rivel: 
the hills are at no great distance froJP. tho bonk., u'ld here the gruund is impreg­
nated with muriate of soda and lI'itJl nitu', of whICh ~rcnt q"alltltit'~ al'e extract­
ed. ,To the north of these hills is the lake of ~nnC'iI\~'Lnt1o, ~hich extends ill 
lenJtth fl'Om fl. to N. above thirty miles; the counh'Y about rt Pl'CsCllts an undll­
lating surface. At a oousiderable di~tancG east of tho mouth Hf the Kyan Duayu. 
river the hills oease, and an open slightly-undulating country extends to itli bankll 
and b,lyond them. This portion of the vnlley of the Irawaddi seems to be th. 
:most fertile and most populous part of the Bil'man empire, and offers at the sarna 
time the most easy communication with its internal provinces, The Irawaddi 
opens an easy access to the north as well as tu the south,.md its two greatest tribu­
taries, the Myit-nge and the Kyan-Duayn, with" tho pro~ince8 lying cast ant! 
north-west of the valley, The seat of gOYernment has for n long time been fixe! 
in this central part of the empire, and here are the four capitals, A,ys, Amarapoora .. 
~againg (Zagain), and Monehllbo. 

The Myit-nge or' Little river' (so called in comparison with the IrnwaddiY .. · 
'Which is named by Sir F. Hamilton tbe Mrlllgngesn, rises in the Chine&e provines 
oS Yunnan, and ruus a little to the west of south, nearly parallol with the Ira­
'Waddi, probably for more than three hunftred miles, In, this coul'se it drains au; 
elevated but wide, fertile, and well-peopled valley, ill which its waters are emplor­
led to irrigate the cultivated lands. Arrived at the pnrallel of Ava, where it is still 
abollt eighty mlles from the car.ital, it s1lddollly tUl'Us. t6 the we.t, ami continlles 
genertllr in that direction to Its mputh.' Near its entrance into the Irawaddi ita 
.uvi_lnto two branohes, of which. the east~rn retains the name of Myit-nge: 

-the westem is called Myit-tha, On the island formecl by these two bl'anches 1If. 
: "the M"t-n~, the pTesent capitlll of the country, AVIl, is built, more especiallJl' 

zearthe mouth of the eastern or pl'ineipalllranoh, which at this place is from l,,5(J 
,10' 200 yards broad and very deep. It must be oonsidercd as the pl'oper port of thIS 
capital, and a considerable number of war-boats are alwnys stationed there. 
. Ava ill oalled by the natives Angwa, meaning a &ih-pond, because the town wall' 
erected on a place where such a pond had formerly been. This name has beelZ. 
eorrupted by the Hindus and Malays into Awa, and by Europeans again into Ava = 
lIut in all publio writings it bean the name of Ratnllpoora, 01: the City 0' th. 
l'earl. 
, Ava consists of the inner town or city and the outer town. The city occupiec 
the north-east angle of the whole, ana extends nearly up to the mouth of thet 
"ltlyit-ng~ river. The outer town lies to the south-west of the city, The whole ill 
.~l1ed by a brick' wall fifteen and hnlf feet high and ton feet in thickness. 
~tJa innUmerable embrasures about the distance of five feet from each other; ~IZ 
the Island of the wall there is thrown up a bank of earth, formin&,an angle of. 
about forty-flve degrees. The ditch round this wall is inconsiderable, and during: 
all the drY season fordable in every part. The Myit-nge on the east face forms III 
;eonsiderable defence on that side. The city is enclosed by a separate wall, whio~ 
Sa better.oonstructed than that of the large town. The ditch on the south anc!. 
'West facea of it is also broader and deeper and not fordable; the east side is de .. 
feuded by the Myit-nge, and the north l>y the Irawaddi. It is mostly occupied b,. 
the palace of the kbig, the Rung d'hlAu, or hall of justice, the Lut d'hau, o~ 
counoll chamber, the arsenal, and the h.,bitations of a few courtiers of distinction': 
All these buildings are situated in a square, whioh is surrounded by a strong well .. 
bunt wall aboat twenty feet in height; and on the outside of this wall allli at alit 
pat cu.tIIlve " a te.:ts;·wood stockade of the eame height I\J the wall. 



·'l'h6Cittmntel'~U6 bt Aft. t6uncl the ",ataancl n.cludit!~ the 8ubtub., it ab6'11t.' 
11'8 miles and a half. In general the houses are mere huts thatched with gra .. 
SOme of the dwellings of the chielll are coustructed of planks, and tiled; there ara 
probably in all not lialf a dozen houses constructed of brick and mortar. l'oor u 
the houses are, they are scattered over. the extens~ve ~II. of the plac~, an4 somIS 
large quartet'll are, indeed, wholly destitute of habitatiOns. l'here are m the towu 
eleven markets or basal'll, compoSed of thatched huts and sheds! but well supplied 
with commodities at least with reference to the wants and habits of the people. 

The tc.wn of A~a whi~h twice before had been the capital of the Birman em­
pire, became 80 a third time in 1822, and must therefore be considered as a new 
lown. This accounts for ita SlIlall population, which Crawfllrd estimated in 182& 
at only 26,000 inhabitants. 

The town of Sagaing, or Zakkain, which was once the seat of government, i. 
aituated on the opposite side of the Irawaddi, directly fronting Ava. The river 
is at this place 1050 yards wide. On the river face the town has a brick wall~ 
which extends for about half a mile: the height of this is not aoove ten feet; but 

· it has a Ien"II pleine, parapet, and. embrasures, like the wlill of Ava. On the lane! 
Bide there are no defences whatever. The town extends along the Irawaddi 
more than a mile and a half, but its.depth towards the hills is very inconsidera­

_ IIle. It consists of mean houses thinly scattered among gardens and ol'chards_ 
On the site of the town and its environs there are innumerable temples, ruinous. 
old or modern, which give it a striking appearance from a distance. 

Moksobo, commonly called by Europeans Monchabo, is about fifty·two miles 
from Ava in a north-west direction. and at no great distance from the westcl·n. 
.hores of the lake of Nandagando. It is a. walled town, and still a place of con­
siderable tramc and population. In 1756. Alompra, the foundel' of the l,resent 
dynuty, who was a native of the place, made it his capital, and gave it the Pall 
name 01 Ratna-sinha, or • the pearl lion,' or lion of pearls. 

• Below the town of Ava the~rawaddi is a majestic river, whose brl'adth in some. 
places extends to Cour miles ano. upwards, but it is commonly divided into many 
ClhanneiB by sandy and uninllabited islands, which are inundated when the water 
of the river rises to its greatest height. Near the place where the river decline.; 
to the south-west begins an extensive island, called Ala-kyun or ' middle islands,' 
which extends for many miles to the conflueuce of tile Ryan Duayn with the Ira­
waddi. It is the largel\t of all the isl!ll1ds in the river, high and not exposed to in. 
undation, and consequen~ well cultivated and inhabited. Opposite this island 
on theeastern bank of the Irawaddi is the town of Yandabo; where the peace WdS 

concluded between the Birmans and English in 1826. 
The Kyan Duayn, by far the largest of the tributaries of the Irawaddi. drains 

an immense country, its Curther branches rising in the Patkoi Mountains and the 
Samokhtura, where these two chains meet the Langtan Mountains. The numerou~ 
streams which descend from these ranges unite in a country called lIukhung. 
which, according to our imperfect information, seems to be a large plain enclosed. 
on all sides by mountains, but fertile, and offering extensive tract:s tor colonization. 
lIukhung lies between 26 0 and 27 0 N. lat. The river formed in this plain re­
eeives the name of the Tenni, and passes afterwards through a nearly ullknowlt 
mountainons country in a narrow vale, till near 2ii 0 N. lat. it enterb a wider valler, 
and nnites with the N ampegna, which latter, for the gre.ltest part of its course con­
.titutes the boundary line between Birma and the kingdom of l\Iunipoore. Aftet 

· 'this junction the cOllntry on the river begins to resemble an wldulating plain. 
especially on the eastern banks of the river, which is here called thc Ningthi. On 
the western banks the country belongs to Mnnipoore, and u. much more hilly, and 
.in some parts even mouutainous. South of'24 0 N. lat. :Sirma extends on both 
lIanks of the Ningthi, which is here increased by the watel"S of the Kongba, or 
%iver of Munipoore, which comes from the west. This latter river runs nearly 
parallel to the Ningthi for About 200 miles from nOI th to south, but then, suddenly 
turning to the east, breaks through the chain of the Danghii lIilIs and unites 
~th the Ningthi. After thia junction the river begins to be called Kyan Duayn. 
and to the west of it, at no great distance from its banks, rises a range of hills, 
the Daughi Hills, or Gnambeandong, which are of moderate height, but VCI·y 
barren and bleak. The level country on its eastern banks extends to a conside­
:rable distance, is in general well peopled, anll contains extensive traets of cultivated 
ground. It is bounded eastward bl an undulating country, which becomes hilly 
Clnly near the banks of the lake 0 N andagando. The Kyan Duayan in the wet 
IIeason is a considerable river, but in the dry season its mouth is not mOJe than 200 
J'IU'ds wide. The whole of its course probably exceed a 600 miles. 

From ita confluence with the Kyan Duayn the Irawaddi continues, in generaT. 
its south-western direction, but with numerous bends on both sides, to the neigh­
bourhood of Sembeghewn, where it tuuns to the south, and continues'in that di­
J'e.uon to the town of Padaong Mew. Hence it runs to the south-east; and after 
.. lew miles passes the promontory of Kyaok-ta-ran, and enters the low countries 
Which form its delta. This promontory constitutes the boundary between the 
antcint kingdoms of A.va and Pegu. The population, which north of it consists 
principally of Birmans.· or Mramnas, is to the south of it almost entirely CODl­
posed of Talains and Karians. ,In this part of its course the river sometimes ex­
pands to a width of three or foin' miles, and at other places it:narrows to 600 or 800 
3'Uda. At the more narrow places it is commonly very rapid, and the navigation 
is also rendered diffi.cult in the dry season by numerous shoals and a few ledges of 
:rocks which traverse the bed of. the stream. -

The valley of the Irawaddi,_ South of its confluence witll the Kyan Duayn, t~ 
the town of MellOO1l (south of 20 0 N. lat.), is, in its general aspect, hilly an.r. 
'Very uneven, but the hills rise to no great height, at least not near the river.: 
and are in many places separated by tracts of flat country, ,,-hieh in some place.! 
are extensive and well cultivated. South of Me1100n the hills approach nearer 
the river, and often form its banks. They are in most places covered with fOJ·est­
trees of considerable size, among which teak-trees are frequent. Cultivation i" 
eonfi,!-ed to the narro .... Hat tracts, which hero and t)iere,separate the hills Cro~ 
the river. - , 
. The most important place on the Irawaddi, between'the mouth of this dver anel 

the capital of the Birman empire, is Prome (about 18 0 50' N • lat.), called by the 
Mahommedans Pron, whence the European name derives its origin: the lIirmans 
clall it Pri (pronQunced Fyi). It is a thriving town, and contained in 1827, short­
ly after the war, upwards of 10,000 inhabitants. This place, or rather one lyin~ 
about six milea to the east of it, is reported to have bllen the most ancient seat or 
the BirmlUL government, at an epoch which begins some l't'nturies befor the 
Christian era. The ruins of the ancient town consists of a broad, earthen wall, of 
a C),uadrangular form, from five to @ix feet in height. -



'The promontory of Kyaok-ta-ran, 'Which [m'ms the southern extremlty'of the 
"alley of the Irawaddi, is the eastern extremity of one of the oll'sets of the Arra. 
can mountains. Nearly opposite to it rises anollier chain of hills of ,'er)( mode. 
rate elevation, which, howevflI', in'in progress to the cast increases in height, and 
forms a range which is visible at a. distance of fifty miles aml upwards, The 
higher portion of these mountains, called the Galladzet Mountains, extends in all 
eastern direction probably to the banks of the Setang rivt'r, Nothing is known of 
this range but its geographical position j nor are we better acquainted with tha 
eountry extending to the north of this chain up to the capitnl of the empire, and 
occupying the central parts of the southern pOl'lIon of llmna, between 18° and 
229 N. lat., and the rivers hawaddi and Salucn, It is suppo~ed to be a country of 
secondary and tertiary fOl'lI1ation, and to constitute a kin<l of uneven table-land of 
very moderate elevation. As fal' as our information goes, it ha. in genel'al a vcry 
ste.rile soil, eonskting mostly of s,md or g1'",,'el, and is wry thi"l:- 1111;" l.ltcd Per· 
haps the valleys along tll(' l'ivcrs f011n nn ("«'ptiun, The hill" "hich lIncr the 
whole surface, and m'o cpmmonly low, ri.l' to a cOII.ide""llc height ill a fc\,.. 
places. A conical mountain, cnl1('d 1'ou1'o, s('\ ernl miles to ~he e.,t of 1'ughall, is 
thought te. attain an ele,o.tioll of above '>OO() fcet, ,Crawfnr<l thiuks that the 
ranges visible from A,"a to the south-ea~t c>.ceeas the mountains of AI'aeon ill 

height: and Sangermano states *at the Kul'ians, "ho' in\Jahit the llcighbow hood 
of'fongo or Taunu, bave been able to maintain their independence against the 
Dirmans in their mountain-fastnesses j whcD('e we may iufel" that this portion of 
thl' Birman territories contains extensiYc mouutain ran!tes, 

The southern portion of the Birman ('mpire is a low, Ie, l'I "OU1It1'Y, without any 
hills. It comprehends the Delta of the hawacldi, Il,ml all tile ell.tensive tract 
which spreads f'l'om ita eastern branch to the bauks of lhe Setang river, Hamil­
ton estimates the southel'n line of the Delta at 13'), the western at 145, and the 
eastern at 113 miles. It contnins more than 10,000 square mile~, and is consider­
ably larger than the Delta of the Nile. The country l'a~t of it may extend over 11 
tract of nearly the same area.; a!ld thus this level cuul~il'y contaiuB considcrabl:w 
more than 20,000 square miles. • 

The Irawaddi enters the low lands neal' 18° N, lat" where it throws of!' a great 
:Ilumbel' of branches of various magnitudes,;watering an immense extent of 
eountry, and affording a convenien~·internal navigation, to which there are fe", 
parallels in any country. Many of these branches reunite and divide again. The 
river falls into the sea by fourteen different channels. The three ptincipal are 
:Basaein, Dalla, and Rangoon, or Syrian, The Bassein river, also called Anank 
Khiaun, that is, western channel, fonns an excellent hlll'bour near the island of 
:Negrais (called by the Birmans Baingri Kyun, and by Sangermano, Negraglia), 
and is navigable for vessels of considerable burden up to the town of Bassein j far­
ther upwards it is only navigated by the river bal'gcs, and tllis navigation extends 
in the dry season (from Noveulbor to May) only to Lamena or Lemena, Higher 
up it is a trifling stream, nearly dr;r, and all water connexion ,vith the main river 
is interrupted j but after the l'ainslt becomes again navigable for the river barges. 
This channel branches of!' froUl the 'IJIain river south of Myan-aong. 

After having thrown oft'the Bassem'river on the right, the Irawaddi continues 
to flow in a southern direction, but with numcrous WiD dings, and sends off manl!' 
BJUaller branches.. At nearly the same distance from thll sea and the place where 
the Basaein channel branches of!', is the second great branch of the lrawaddi, at 
the village Yangain.ahain-yah, the river here dividing its watel'S between the 
Dallah and Rangoon channels. The Dallah channel forms neal' the sea numerous 
wide\ branches, but they are not navigable, on account of the bars before their 

~ embouchures. The Rangoon or Syrian channel, which is also called the Asiae 
Xhiaun, that is, the eastern channel, flows of!' nearly in an eastern direction, and 
affords in all seasons an nninterrupted navigation iuto the main river, being from 
80 to 160 yards across, and generally three or four fathoms deep, which, however, 
IOn some shoals lessens to two and a hlllf fathoms. At the lowest wpter the depth 
IOn these shoals is said to be not more than five feet j and hence Cl'awfurd infers. 
that the whole rise of the water in the river amounts to ten feet. The Ildvantagea 
which thia branch of the Irawaddi offers fOl' navigation have concenll'ated on its 
shores, especially at the town of Rangeon, all the maritime commerce of the Bir­
man empl.re. [Sea RANGOON.] In the dry season the tides ,ascend the branches 
of the river to the place where the two principal branches meet at the village of 
Yangain-chain-ytlh, but in the wet season they are observable in the Rangoou. 
channel only as far as the village of Panlang, which is many miles farther down. 

'l'he distance from Rangoon to A va along the river, according to Colonel Wood's 
map, is 446 miles j according to Symt's, 500 j and according to. the Diana'slog-book 
640. At the height of the noshes, a war-boat, proceeding -day and night, has 
been known to go from Ava to Rangoon in four days. -in the dry season, a war­
boat, proceeding in the same manner, will go fl'om Rangoon to A va in eight days, 
and in the rainT season in ten. 

The Delta 0 the Irawaddi, as far as the tide reaches, is covered with a thick: 
forest of moderate-sized trees, sparingl) interspersed wi,th some grassy plains, As 
800n as the tides cease, the character of the vegetaticin is greatly altered, Tlle 
IIlOuntry is covered with a taU rush grass (a species of s!lccharum), among which 
are scattered trees from twenty to sixty feet high, without any underwood. The 
appearance of inhabitants and cultivation is extremely scanty. Here and there. 
Cln the immediate banks of the river, are a few villages of Talain &hermen j and 
farther oft' are the Karian villages, somewhat more numerous, and with a few 
patches of rice-culture. As the banks of the river are a foot or two above the 
level of the surrounding country, this circumstance miglU be taken ad-vantage of 
lor watering the land to a great extent. But irrigation is neglected, and the 
country is covered with innumerable pools, which are often so extensive that the,. 
Jnight be called lakes. In the province of Bossein alone, 127 of these lagunes 
were counted at the time when it was occupied by the British. In the northel'1l 
district of the Del~ especially north of Henzadah, the cultivated portion of the 
conntry is'much more considerable, Rlld here the wate~ of the river is used {or irri.· 
sating the rice-~unds. 

'!'he conntry which extends to the eastward of the Delta 1Ieemll to be of the same 
aescription. It is drailled by the Pegu river and the Setang. The-Pego river. 
which is called by the natives Bagoo Kioup, or • Pegu RivUlet: has its source in 
the Galla.dzet hill, and unites with the Rangoon branch of the Irawaddi three 
miles below the town of Rangoon. It is navigable only a few miles to the north­
ward of the town of Pe~, which ad~tage it owes wholly to the action of the 
tide. - In the fair season It is almost dry at low-water. The Setang has its sources 
:near the 20th parallel, and runa southward the whole of its course; till it empties­
its waters into the northernmost angle of the Bight of Martaban. This river, 
where it is of great breadth, is rather a. considerable" arm' of the sea than a river. 
:Beyond the reach of the tides it is an inconsiderable stream; and even _ low­
clown as the town of Tongo it is only navigable for boats. Its mouth is confied by 
Band-banks, and is liable to a. d.aIIg~erona bore, which renders its naviptiOA iul· 
practicable for large vessels, and diiti.eult for vell8els 0' all deseriptionBt 



Thai 1)61·tiol1 Of the llitD111.11 empire '\Vhich ntel\Qs alollg the W~tel'11 banks til 
the SaIuen riv.er is almost entirely unknown. It 8eems to be'iilore DU11lntaUloUS' 
thaa the country along the middle CJurBe of the Irawaddi, but to contain soma 
.fertile tracts. 

01 Upper Lao, or that portion of Birma which extends on the left bank of the 
J!aluen nver, botween the Chinese province of Yunnan and the kin~dom or Siam, 
we have so little information, that we only know it to be a mountalIloue ,country. 
which however contain lome fertile ~d culti'vated trJU)ts along the courses of tao 
.riven. It Beems to be rich in metallic wealth. 

We conclude our description of the Birman Empire with a short notice oftha 
lIaluen river, which forms the eastern boundary-line between it and Siam, and thE!! 
:British province of Martaban, lor between 000 and 600 miles. The SaIuen, or 
~ha1uen, called also Sanluen, rises in the eastern districts of Tibet, in the country 
." the Nou or Noui and its upper course is called by. the Chinese Nou-kiang. It 
.~ards passes through the Chinese province of Yunnan, where it is named the 
Lou-kiang. Continuing its southern course, it leaves China, and divides the 1>1'0 • 
..mce of Upper Lao from the remainder of the Birman territories, and afterward. 
forms the boundary between Siam and Martaban on one side, and the Birman 
empire on the other. This river is remarkable for the small number of large 
bends, and' for- U1>t forming a Delta, as is the case with all larger rivers in this 
lIart of the world: It is likewise less navigable: vessels of moderate size can only 
come up to the town of Martaban, and with difficulty and danger. Small boats 
:may ascend as far as Ka Kayet, at the (lonfiuence of the Yunzalaen river: but far­
ther to the north the na"igation in the wet season is entirely inter~upted by nu~ 
meroue eddies, rapids, and cataracts. About twelve miles north of the town of: 
:Manaban, a creek, called the Kadachaong, leads from the Saluen to the Setang, 
and another channel hence to tho'l'egu river; so that there is an inland water 
eommunication between the Saluen. and' the Bassein branch of the l1'awaddi, & 
direct distance of more than 200 miles. Near its mouth the-Saluen i,s divided in~' 
two branches by the island of Balll, which iii about twenty miles in length, tne! 
about half that extent in average breadth; it is noted for its great fertility in rice. 
"l'he southern branch of the Saluen, between the island of BaIll and the new set­
tlement of .A.mherr.t, is seven miles across, and the wider of the two. 

The climate of such an extensive country, which extends over twelve degrees or 
,latitude, must, of COUl'se, vary very greatly. We are, however, acquainted only 
with a small portion at it. ~'he greatest difference observed is that which prevails 
hetween the low country at the southern extremity and the valley of the Irawaddi 
llefore it branches off into different channels. In the low lands the south·,vest and 
.Dorth-east monsoons divide the year between them, and hence there are ollly tW() 
Beasons, the wet and the dry. From the end of April or the beginning of May, til 
the end of July, or during the south-west monsoon, violent rains pOUl' down nearly 
.'without intermission; and at the beginning, as well as at the end of this period, 
the'rains are accompanied with tremendous thunder and lightning, and "ith vio­
lent 'Winds. These rains are followed by o.n"llnsettled state ofweatilcl', wInch con­
tinues to the end of October or the beginning of November, But fiom this time 
to April the season is perfectly drr, except the month oTFebruary, in which 1& 
little rain sometimes faIls; but it IS very gentle, and never continues for several 
aays. In the mornings however thick fogs are frequent in October and Novem· 
her. 
, In the valley of the Irawaddi and the adjacent hilly countrills three seaSOllS aI'S 
Clbserved, the cold, the hot, and the rainy. The cold season. which may be called 
the winter, though it never freezes nor snows, prevails during the two months 
'Which precede the winter solstice and the two which follow it. The air is dry, the 
:nights and mornings chilly, and the heat of the day very moderate; but mists are 
,:frequent in November and December. This is the most pleasant part of the year, 
and the season of the har'Vest of rice, grain, and pulse. The transition from cole! 
to heat is very sudden. In March and April it is often "ery hot, and the heat con­
tinue» to the month of July. In May many trees shed their leaves, but they are 
. instantly clothed with new ones. During the season of the heat the climate of the 
low lands is less warm than the vaIley, because the rain diminishes the heat. III 
,the valley a little rain falls in Mayor the beginning of June, and this rain is call· 
ed the first rain; but sometimes the rains do not come on, and even when they arE!!' 
abundant, they do not continue long enough to change the temperature ve~ 
much. During the hot season the clouds are carried by the south-west mQnsooll 
Iletween the two rangel of mountains which enclose' the valley of the river to the 
Iillly country adjacent to it on'-the north, where the moisture contained in them 
descenda on the mountains which divide the Birman Empire from Asam, and. 
pours down to the valley of the Irawaddi in torrents and streams, which cause th8 
iiver. to rise and to inundate the lower tracts on its banks during the months of 
.;rune, July, and August. In some places the c'lifFerence of lIhe lowest and highest' 
water-mark is not less than thirty-two feet. A.fter the first rains in May, twO! 
month, and a half follow in which not a drop of rain falls in the valley of the Ira-' 
'Waddi. The second or great raina begin in the middle of August, and last to the 
~d of Octobel'. They are generally heavy, but it sometimes happens that these 
Jlecond rains do not come at all, or are not su1ll.ciently plentiful, and in such an 
event scarcity is the natural consequence. Such a disaster never occurs in the-toWi 
Jands. During the lecond rains the river rises and falls several times; but in ge· 
Iller&! the waters are not entirely drained off before the end of October, in which 
month the fair weather becomes settled, and the agricultural labours begin, as' 
'Well on those fields which have onl3' the advantage of the rains as on those annu" 
ally inundated by the river, .which, by its deposits, r,enders the soil more fertile. 

The thermometer ranges In the low lands between 05° and 900-, rarely passing 
these two extreme points, but more frequently the latter than the former. In the 
'Yalley of the Irawaddi it descends lower in the cold season and lises higher in the 
ll~ occasionally to 94" and upwards. 

,We are unacquainted with the climate of the northern mountainous districts, ex­
eept that of the country of the Bor Kbamti, at the most northern'extremity of 
:B~a, which was visited in 1827 by Lieutenant Wilcox, who stat('$ that after the' 
2'BIIl the thermometer fell ih'e or six degrees, 'When the air was delightfully clear, 
and the sky partially covered with clouds. Within three or iour days the atma­
.phere thickened, and the thermometer regained its highest )'ange, when it became 
.xcessively close, till another storm reduced the heat. In the morning at sunrise 
the fan{e was from 72<1 to 780 in the shade, and at the hottest time of the day 
'from 84 to 94<1. l.'he nights were comparatively cool aud pleasant. The obser­
.. ations were made in the month of May. From the 15th of October to February, 
th!l weather is clear and dry; the remainder is perfectly uncertain. The heaY) 
:rlUns set iu about the lotll of June, and continue to the 15th of September.' . , 

If we may judge from the languages which are spoken in the Bil'lDan ten'itories. 
the inhabitants are divided at least into five nations, some of which comprehend 
many tribes. Crawfurd statel that eighteen different tribes or nations had beeu. 
enumerated to him. Wilcox, in his attempt to reech th-e sources of the Ira1l"ad­
~ found in the most northern corner of the kingdom seven dialects spoken in vil­
lag~ only one day~8 journey from one another, and differing so much that the in­
haOltants of one ('ould not be understood by those of another vIllage. He~lso­
found that the languages of the Bor Khamti, of the Singfos. and of the Kunungso" 
were enti4:f distinct from one another. ' 



.~ 'l'he Birmans, who~call themselves Mranmas (pronounced :Myanmas~ or Brahma. 
(pronounced Byahmas), occupy the centre of the empire, between 180 and 22" OJ: 
:l311 N.lat., and utend from the Araean mountains to the Saluen river. The lan* 
lJUages spoken by the Yo or 10, and those of the Kyain and Karons, are only dia­
lects of the Birman language. The Yo inhabit the hilly country extending west. 
of the Danghii hilla to the mountains of the Kookis; we know very little of them. 
~he Kyains, who call themselves Koloun, are the inhabitauts of the Aracaa 
mountains, but many 01 them have Bottled in the valleys on the west of the Ira ... _ 
waddi; they are1l peaceful industrious tribe, who culth Ittc the ground and weave 
cloth of cotton and silk. 'l'he men and women tattoo their faces all over, in line .. 
:D).ostly describing segments of circles. The Kare~s or Karialls live partly inter­
mixed with the Peguana in the Delta of the Irawaddi, where they call themselves 
Pray, and are the most industrious cultivntors of the soil. They occupy also the 
hilly and mountainous country on the upper branches of the Selaing, llear Tongo, 
where, according to the statement of Sangel'mano, they have preserved.their in­
aependence. Other Karens are found on the bllnkll of the Salllen north of 1\o18r-
taban, 88 far as the mouth of the Jl1nzalacn. , 

The Peguans, who qno distant time formed an independent and powerful Ra­
tion, seem at present not to be very numerous. 'Ihey are called Talains by the. 
:Birmans, and by themselves MoaR: they occupy nearly cxclusivcly the low coun­
try between the Delta of the Irawaddi a:ld the Salucn l'iv,,'. 1n the Delta itself 
Jhey are mingled with the :{Carens, but form the greater part of the population. 

The Shana are the most numerous nation of the penIDsula beyond the Ganges; 
they call themselves Tay. This nation is dispersed over nearly one half of the 
:Birman empire, and all the tribes inhabiting the kingdom.of Simu and Lao belong 
to it. ,Ill Birma four tribes of Shan are distinguished: the Lowa Shan occuPJ 
Upper Lao, theTay-yay, called by the Birmans Mrelap-shau (pronounced 1\Iye­
lapshan), live on the western banks of the Saluen, aud extelld nQrth of Amara* 
poora to the banka of the Irawaddi, mid even on thc country to the west of that 
:river. Their country is called Ko-shan-pri pronounced (Ko-sang-pyi), or the nine 
prolinees of Shan. The country to the north of them is inhabited by tho Tay­
loong, called by the BU'lIlans Casi-Shan; the Bor Khamti, vil.itcd by Wilcox, are 
Gull" a smallcr u'ibe of these Casi-Sh.ln. Another numerous tl'ilJe of tlui Shan ex­
lends on both sides of the Kyan-Duayn np to tho houndary of l\IlJllipoore, and the 
inhabitants of the last named country are likewise Shans. The Shaus inhabiting 
the country along the Kyan-Duayn are called by the Birmans Kathu or Casi. 

In the northern parts of the empire thc tribes of the I!Ih:m appear to occupy only 
the plains and larger valleys. 'fhe mountains and the upper valleys are in possea­
Irion of two numerous races ef mountaineers, the Singles aDd thc N I1ga. The. 
Sing-fos inhab1t the mountains which skitt the Irawaddi on both sides and extend 
northward to the vale "fthe Brahmapootra in ABsam. l'he Naga tribes are dis­
persed over the extensive mountain districts between the upper btallches of the 
.:Kyan-Duayn, and as far as the boundary of Assam. They seem to belong to the. 
aarne nation which, under the name of Kookis, occupies the country between Mu­
J1ipoore and Chittagong. The Singfos and the Naga live in a state of independ-'" 
ence. 

1'he Birmans are greatly inferior to the Hindoos in civilization, and still more 8G 
10 the Chinese. Like the Talains. or Pegnans, they tattoo or stain the skiD. with 
an indelible tint, hut this practice is confined to the men. Not to be tattooed is 
eonsidered a sign of effeminacy, and there is no one who i& not tattooed more 01' 
less. They bore the lobe of the ear, making a very large .nd unseemly aperture. 
into which alfold or silver ornament is l)ut, or a piece of wood, or roll of paper. 1£ 
the aperture IS not occupied, a man or woman, after smoking half a cigar, thrusts 
the remainder into the ear for future use. They consume large quantities of to­
bacco in the form of cigars; and also much betel, which they mix with the areca. 
2Lut, lime, and a little tobacco. 

,Their dress, though upon the whole not unbecoming, is much less so than ths 
:flowinll and graceful garments of the western nations of India. Too much of the 
1>ody 11 left naked, and the fabrics worn are comparatively coarse and homely. 
Umbrellas, which are in general use among all classes, are. among the principal 
msignia of rank or office. The colour of the dress of the priests is yellow, and it 
'WoUld be deemed nothing less than sacrilege in anyone else to llse this colour. 

The Birmans are very uncleanly in their food.' They eat all kinds of reptiles, 
lizards, iguanas, and snakes; and as their religion forbids them killing animals for 
food, ttey generally eat those which have died of disease. Venison is the only 
meat permitted to be sold in the markets. The killing of a cow is punished witba 
peculiar severity. . 

The Birmans are of a gay character, and fond of amusements, which are princi­
pally chess, music, the eXhlbition of fire-works, and some kinds of di'amatic repre­
.,ntations. 

Their progreaa in the useful arts has not been great. All their cotton fabrica are 
eOarse anel high .priced, and British piece-goods are, imported in considerable. 
lluantity. Silk. articles are coarse and high-priced, but durable. All the colours 
J!iven :to these fabrics are fugitive, especially those of the cottons. Coarse and un­
glazed earthenware is of very good quality, and cheap. Those known in India 
'Under the Ilame of Pegu jars often contain 180 gallons; bu,t the Birmans are un­
acquainted with the art of making any kind of porcelain. Their iron manufac­
tures, which are alway. coarse and rude, consist of swords, spears, knives, scissors, 
and carpenters' tools. Muskets, or rather matchlocks, are made at Ava, and the. 
best tempered swords are imported from the country of the Shans. Brass ware is- ' , 
not much Wled, lacquered ware being chiefly substituted fOl' it. The manufacture 
f)f this' ware is very much extended, and in this the Bh'lll3nS display invention and 
tas~, but the best description is imported from Lao. Gold -and silver ornaments 
are manufactured at the capital; some are good, but in general the jewellery is 
clumsy and rude, and inferior to that of India. 

In Birma, as among other nations which have embraced the religion of Buddha. 
eaucation is in some degree attended to. It is a kind of religious duty in the 
priests to instruct youth. The monasteries are the only schools, and the priests 
Benerally the only teachers. Education is entirely eleemosynary: the children. 
evell live at the Kyaongs, and the parents only make occasional presents to the 
priests. The children are instructed for about six hours in the day in reading, 
writing. and the four common rules of arithmetic. There aTe few persons who do 
!lot bow how to read, and Bot many who do not write. The girls are instructed. 
by the nuns, or Cem.l\lo priestesses, in reading, and ,Qm.o 1\1$0 in writiDg, ht that 
_leg general. " , 



Like the other Ui!1du-CtiliJ.ese nl\lio~ the Birmans ha.ve two languages an.d tw ' 
alphabets, the vernacular and the foreign, _ Pali. In the Bh"JDan language all 
the worela not derived from the Pall .ue mon08yllable., and even the poly vIlabie 

. worela derived froUl! this lource are pronounced as if each syllable were a distinct 
"!ord. There is no mflexion of .any part o~ speech .. Rela~on, number, mode, and 
time arII all expressed by pre~lUJlg or a1futing certain par~lcles. Some roots ofthia 
language may be conv~rted mto ~u~uns, ~erbs, or adjectives by a similar simple 
eontrivance. The pali.alphabet 18 very little used, even 'in their religious writ-

'lngs, for which they have recourse to.the vernacular alphabet. 
'l'hd literature of the Birmans COJl8Jlits of longs, l'8ligiolls romances and chrono­

logical histories. of which the second class oocupies the principal~ rank Tile 
~udd'hist religion, as ~ ex~ts among ~e Birmans, docs not appear to durer ma­
terially from that practised in Ceylon, S18m, and Kamboja. Among the Birmans 

'neither the Christian nor the Mahommedan religion ha~ made any progress. 
In Birma there ~ »:0 census of the populatio~, and accordingly there are no ex­

act data for ascertainmg the amount. There 18 consequently a great'differenee in 
estimating the number of inhabitants. Symes carried it to upwards of fourtell1l, 
millions, which Cox reduced to from six to seven millions; and Crawfurd who hu 
been at great pains in, collecting information on this subject, does not rate the po­
pulation "f the Birman ~mpire higher than four millions, or about twenty-two in­
habitants to a square mile. 

The Bovere~ of Birma, who is clilled Boa, is lord of the life and property of 'all 
his subjects. l'he ~ou~try and l>"eople are at his entire. disposal, and the chief ab­
jeot of government 18 h~ pe"?nal honour and aggrandizement. No class of inha­
bitants possesses hereditary nghts except t~e TaubwlIJI, or Saubwas, who are thtt 
tributary princes of some of the subdued 118tions. Among the Birmans themselvu 
there is no hendit:ar1 nobility. The first officers are appointed and dismissed at a. 
nod, and neither their titles, rank, ~ -officers, and very olfteD not even their pro­
~perty, can descend to the~ chil~en. Ahy subject can aspire to the first office in 
the state, aud Illch .offices ~. reality ~e,o~~ held. by pel'Son~ of very mean origion. 

In Birma there J8 no VlZler.or pn~e IDUJIster ; but the king haa two councils I\. 

public and a privy one, through which the rOfoJ orders are issued. The first'is 
called the lut'-d'hau, from the name of the halliu which the business is transacted 
and consists commonly of four officers, called wuu-gyis, who have the right of deli~ 
berating, and of voting, and fo~r of less ra~k, called wun-d~uks, w!I0 do I;.ot deli­
berate or vote; there are also elght secretaries, called sare-d hau-g~'lS. The priV)' 
council consists like~ of four officers,.call~d atwen.-wuns, ~d thirty secretaries. 
Whatever emanates dll'ectly from the king IS first dIScussed lU the p!'ivy council 
'and then transmitted to the lut'-d'hau. 

For internal administration the country is dhided into provinces, these into 
townships, the toWll8hip~ i~~o distriC:ts, al'1~ ,the disn'iets iuto villages and hamlets, 
and every one of these diVISIons has lts political head. The governor of a promee 
is called myo-wun, his first officer re-wun, who is, deputy, aud then follow the his 
akhwon-wun, or ,collector of taxes,. and the akaok-wun, or collector of customs. -

The Birman. have no standing army, nor is there any distinction between the 
civil and military classes, or between ~vil a~d military employments. As the 
IOvereign is considered the lord of all his subjects, Ivery male adult is obliged to 
become a soldier. In case of a war, all persons able to bear arms are brought to­
gether through the agency of the local officers, bf an order of the lut'-d'hau; and 
they lerve under the same leaders as when dwelling in their own districts or town­
lhips. The troops have no rea-nlar pay, but are armed and fed at the public ex­
pense. An army thus composeti cannot bl! long kept together, and a defeat or dif­
ficulty is almost sure to disperse the~. This accounts for the sudden 4isappearance 
of the numerous armies which the Blrmans opposed to the British at the beginning 
'Of the last war. The Birmans, however, would be good soldiers if they were well 
disciplined and armed; but at present the.y are unable to withstand a European 
foroe. In their last contest with the English they displayed a good deal of skill in 
the construction of field-works, but they seldom knew how to defend them. 

In Birma there is no laud-tax; but the sovereign, being considered as the lord of 
all the inhabitants, assigns the labour of the peasants or cultivators to his favourites 
and public officers instead of stipends and salaries, or appropriates them to the ex­
penses of publio establishments, such as the war-boats, the elephants, &c. Those to 
whom the townships or villages are assigned in this way assess the cultivators at 
their discretion, usually by levying a kind of capitation-tax, which according to 
circumstanoes, is taken either in mOBey, in kind, or in services. This manner of 
taxing the country is exoeedingly oppressive, and whenever such high persons are 
in favour at court, the cultivators have no resource against oppression but to aban­
don the lands, I\Ild to take refuge in Bome other J.>lace. Hence the decay of establish­
ed towns and villages and the rise of new ones 18 a thing of yearly occurrence. 

The lorcls of the land make yearly offerings to the kfug, and it is supposed that 
these offerings amount to one-tenth of the income derived from the grant. These 
offerin~ constitute one of the principal sources of the king's revenue. The remain­
der anses from a tax on the petroleum, the ngapi, salt, and teak-timber, besides 
the custom. ou the merchandise exported and imported, the former paying five per 
cent., and the latter ten per oent. Crawfurd th!nks that the whole revenue of the 
king does not ~xoeed 20,0001. per annum. But his e~pe~ses are still less, ~ no pub-

, lic officer reCel'feS any fixed money salary. The pnuClpal officers are paJd, as al­
ready stated by assignments of land, or, more correctly by an assigDment of the 
labour and ~d..ustry of a given portion of the inhabitants; and the inferior ones by 
fees perquisites, and irregular emoluments., MODey therefore is seldom paid out 
of the royal treasury, unless for the personal gratification of the sovereign. In ex­
traordina.ry cases, as for instance if & war ~e undertaken, an extraordinary conni-
bution is levied on the people. -



The circulating medium. consists, for small payments, Of lead; in the ~~ oC 
larger ones, of gold Il!ld silver, &I1d chielil of the latter; but there is no coil1 of anJ 
of these met/lla. The money must be weIghed and generally assayed atevery pay­
ment. Silver may be considered.as the .standard, and gold ~8 about seventeen times 

, .. dear. Lead fluctuates according to Its market value. 'Ihe weighing &I1d &88ay­
ing of the metals. which is done by a class of broken called poe za, causes an ex­
p6!lI!eor loss of two &I1d a half per cent.at evey disbw'Sement. 
--The commerce carried on in the interior of the country is considerable the dif­
ferent portions bC the empire producing several things which are not 'found in 
others. The inhab!tants ,!f the sea-coa~ an~ the lower coun~ry take to the capital 
and the upper pr("l'lnces rIce, sal~, ngapl, dned fish, and foreIgn commodities. The 
Shan, bring to Ava cotton and silk stuffs, some r~w silk, varnis~, stick-lac, ivory, 

. bees-wax, lacquer ware, sworcls, g!lld, lead, ~d tIn j and ta~e 1n return the arti­
cles brought from the lower prov1l1ces, espllClally salt, ngapl, and dried fish. A va 
sends to the lower provinc!', petroleum, saltpetre, lime, pnper, lacquer ware cot­
ton and silk fabrics, iron, cutlery, so~1! brass-ware. catechu, palm-sugar. &c.' 

The internal commerce is mucn. facilitated by the easy water-communication, !'$­
pecially in the lower country, where the numerous branches and channels of ilie 
lrawaddi, tegether with the Pego river and tjJ.e Setaillg, render the transport of 

, commodities so easy that reads are nearly unknown. The hilly-country aorth of 
it pOIS88Ses these advantages only so far as it approaches the lrawaddi or Kyan­
Duayn. In this part roads are ~unlerous, and. the merchants travel for security in 

'caravans as in other parts of ASIa. The trading vessell used on the Irawaddi for 
'the transport of commodities are commonly small, not exceeding ten or lifteen tons 
'burden. but larger 'Vessels are also used, Bome of which may be 100 tons. 

The tbreign commerce of the Birmans is limited to iliat with China, carried 011 
,over land and to tllat with the nations who visits the ports of the country. The 
traffio wiila China is considerable, and. entirely carried on by tho Chinese, \lVho 
come in great numbers to the annual faIrs of Bhanmo and Mide. Bhanmo is situ­
ated on the banks of the Irawaddi, and~ems to be a considerable place. Mide is 
a small town about six miles ~ ~e north-east of A va. This traffic resembles that 
\between China and Russia at Ki&chta and Maimatchin. The caravan unves at 
-'Ava in the beginning of December, and is stated to be Biz weeks in travelling from. 
Yunnan. Tlie commodities are brought on small horses, mules, and asse8. The 
principal £air is at Bhanmo, and few traders only come to Ava. The articles im­
J)Olted from China are copper, orpiment or yellow arsenic, quicksilver, vermillion, 
Iron pans, b1'&89"wire. tin, lead, alum, silver, gllld &I1d gold-Ieat, earthen-ware, 
paints, ct.1'l1ets, rhubarb, tea, honey, raw silk, velvets and raw silks, spirits, musk, 
'Verdigris, dry fruits, paper, fans, umbrellas, shoes, \lVearing apparel, and a few Jive 

, animals. The largest artiole of import is raw silk which is worked up in the manu­
'facturei of tlle country. The ~xports .from B~ tlonsist of raw cotton, ornament­
al featllers, eseulent swallows nests, IVOry. rhinoceros and deer horns. sapphires, 
and noble serpentine, witllo. small quantity of British woollens. Raw cotton is by 
far the most considerable article. '1 he average amount is stated to be not less than 
14,ooo,OOOlbs. The whole amount of tlle export trade with China is estimated at 
from 400,0001. to 700,0001. 

The navi~ation of the Birmans (loes not generally extend beyond the Gulf of 
:Bengal. lhe places visited by their vessels are Chittagong, Dacca. and Calcutta 
m Bengal; Madras and Musilipatnam on the coast of Cor oman del i.and the Nico­
bar islands, and a few places in Sumatra. Many foreign ves~els, especially British, 
American, and Chinese. visit the.barbour ofRan&:oon. The articles exported sea­
'Ward are teak-wood, terra Japol1lcaor catechu, stick-lac,bees-wax. ivory, raw cot­
ton, orpiment, gold, silver, rubies, and sapphires, with horses. The most import­
ant article is teak timber, which is principally carried to Calcutta. Raw cotton· 

, goes to Dacca, and is used in the fabrication of tlte line muslins. 
The principal articles imported at Rangoon are cotton piece-goods, British, Ben­

gal, and Madras; Briti~h woollells ; liron, steeI. quicksilver, copper. cordage, bo­
rax, aulphur, gunpowder, saltpetre, fire-arms. coarse porcelain, English glass-ware, 
opium, tobacco, cocoa and areca nuts, $ugar and spirits. After cotton piece-goodss 

,-the mest important articles are areca and cocoa-nuts. value of thec(ottonpiecc-good 
'was estimated in 1822 at 282.000/. Crawfurd thinks that the value of all the im­
ports of Rangoon fa not over-rated at 300,0001. a year and that the exports may be 
taken at the same amount. Bassein f<?rmerly was a place of considerable traffic, 
and 80~e European nations had factorIes established tllere, but since ilie founda­
tion of Rangoon it has lost all its comDlercial iDlportance. 



EXTf:RNAL 

4VA.. 

The ~recis. tUlle at but al'rival in Binnah it p.nceztaid, but ". ~ert .early po .. 
l.ell8ed factories at Prome, Ava, and on the borders of Ohina, probably at the 
-:Birman frontier town of Bamau. These were afterwarda forfeited by the miscon­
duct of the Dutch, who likewise had settlements in the country; and Europeallll 
tOf aU nations were banished from Ava. 
. In 1687, Captain Weldon was 88nt to Mergui, to declare waJ' agai~t Siam, ani "n his return, he took poueuion of the Island of N egrais,' in the name of the Bri,. 
tiah. By Captain Weldon's report, the island appears to have belonged to til.. 
Siamese at that period.' On thiS ~and the Gover~ent of Fort St. George estab-
lished a settlement. ' 

Prior to tlUs, however, the British Government made two unsucc.essful attempta 
to obtain a location in the country, and particularly • at Feammoo on the confines 
.,1 China.' . 

Notwithstanding the early date of the $1'1'ival of the British in Birmah, no re-
8Ular official intercourse appears to have been instituted until the year 1696. 
",heD Messr .. Fleetwood and Sealy were sent as ambJUllladors to the C0111:t of A Ta • 
aOl11e trifling advantage. were obtained from thit missi01l.. In r697 the Govern~ 
';ment of Madras again deputed a Mr. Bowyear as ,.mbassador to the B~I!.II 
Court. He did not however proceed to the capital; and commerce was carried 
I)D without further protecting efl'orts on the' part of the British Government~ 

In 1709, Mr. Pitt, Govemol' of Madras, deputed a Mr. All'lnson or Alisoll. *0 the Court of Ava. 4'hit gentleman was twice at Ava, and we ma,. 
:reasonably conclude that his missions were successful; for 88veral years after the 
date of his missions, the English were settled at Syriam, and tradillg freely be~ 
heen the British possessions and Birmah, under the protection of residents, whet 
'Were, however, supervisors of private trade, and not immediately in the service or 
the Company; that body itself having had no commerce with the Binnaus, aftel: 
Ita eJ:pulsionin the 17th oentury. 

The IUpremacy of the Birmans over the Pegu~rs continued throughout the 
aeventeenth; and dUrIng the first forty years of the eighteenth century; when the 
:l'e~ers in the provinces of Dalla, Martaban, Toungo, and Prome, re'folted, • 
mVll war ensued, which was prosecuted on both sides with savage terocity. III 
the reat 1744, the British factory at Syriam was destroyed by the contending pal.'­
'ties, !'lid the views ,ot_conunerce were suspend!ld by precaution8 of personkl 
.eourlty. ' . 

Success long continued dou~ttu1: at !ength th~ Pe~ers, by ~he aid of arm. 
'Procured from Europeans trading to thell' ports, and mth the aSSlstanae of somlt 
:nnegade Dutch and native Portuguese, gained leveral victories over the Birmane 
in the years 1760 and 1761. These advantages they pursued with so muob vigor 
that early in the year 1752, th~ capital of Ava was invested. The Bil'mans, dis­
heartened by repeated defeats, after a shol:t siege surrendered at discretion. 

In 1764, tioth the English and F1:ench nations had re-established thcir factorie. 
at Syriam, and of courSlt had their separate interests. The French favored the 
:Pe~uera, whilst the English lean,ed to the Birmans; bnt until the vicinity of thei&: 
:nudence again became tae scat of war, neither eng~ed in open hostility; theit 
~arti.alities were manifested by giving assistance, but lU secret, and 'UPplie3 clan~ 
~estiuely oonveyed, probably more with a view to private emolument than {roUl 
any enlarged political consideration. -

The aeat of war between the Birmans and Peguers becoming likely to be COn­
fined to the mouths of the navigable rivers, and the numerous creeks and canall 
that intersect the lower provinces of Pegue, and communicate between the largec 
Reams, the Birman king Alonpra, formed a right estimation of the advantage ~ 
JJe derived from all alliance with nations versed in the arts of maritime war; u.. 
lD~dez, thezefore, to gain the good bmces of the English, or at leaat etipulate fOI: 
t1!,eir ~eu~ty, he 88nt a deputation t?~. Burke, ~esident at Negrais, anel at 
'4at time chief of aU the English factones. 
I< The Birman deputies were escorted by Captain Baker from Bassein, and at'l'iv~ 
.d at Negrais on the night of the 22d Marc1r 1765. The deputies returned with .. 
Jetter from the Resident at Negrais to Alonpra, who had reached Dagon (now 
.angOOn) early in the precedidg month. 
:;:-rhe French and English factories at Syriam were at thit time in a atate ot 
.. 'falry; the situation oC both became: at tlUs juncture highly critical. In thit d~ 
ficultJ neither the French nor the English seem to have acted with policy or can,! 
GOV, and the imprudence of certain individuals finally involved others 1\8 well .. 
Ihemaelves in fatal consequences.' " ::.. 
, The English, when it became necessary to ~vow the side they meant to espons., 

,eem to have declared ell:plicitly for the Birmans. Some vessels belonging to the 
lIldia Company left Srriam, and joined the Binnans at Dagon. In the beginnina; 
IIf lune, the Company 8 Snow, Arcot, bound to Neprais, commanded by a Captaid. 
;Jackson, having on board Mr. Whitehill, a gentlem.an in the sezvice of$he East 
~ndia Company, proceeding to Negrais in an oftlcial capacity, put into the Ran­
BOon river through stress of weather. On an invitation from the Birman King'. 
the vessel was taken up to the town, and Mr. Whitehill was received in a manuee: 
that gave no cause for complaint. 

. During the contest of the Birmans and Peguers, Mr. Burke WaB advancing hi. 
Ilegotiations with Alonpra; Captain Baker and Lieutenant North were delegated 
with presents and instructions to conclude a treaty of amity and alliance with th~ 
:Birman Monarch. 
" The English deputation proceeded slQwly up the river • 

.. , On the 8th of September, Captain Baker reached Ava, lately the metropolis of 
&he empire. Alonpra had removed the seat of govemment to Moutshobo, whicll 
he constituted his capital. On the 12th he reached Kyouk Myoung, situated 011 
&he west bank of the Irrawaddy, and on the 16th he received a summons to I1t~ 
tend" the golden feet." During the inteniew, the new monarch vaunted of hiIJ 
'!Victories, and the extent of his empire; he upbraided our national character in 1111 
.mur at Dagon, where some English had fired on 80m. Birman8, alleging that he 
Iu&d. treated the English with kindness, which ther repaid by perfidiously break.-

• --~ .... of friendship ginn to him on his depatture from Dagoa 1.'~ 
, ! .. Bilker could onl,. reply by e:r.pressio!ls of 1'egr6t, an~ • 

_ '-~ _0 far from havtDg authonzed, knew ~o~ 



- At a lecond audience, a {ewa_ya sUDsequeU1: W me Ii~st, hta lVlajerty dictated .. 
letter, addressed to Mr. Burke, iil which the granted permission 'to the Compan,. 
&0 establisl1 factories a~ Dagon and Bassein, having determined on the. total 
tilemolition of S~m. Captain Baker made a further requisition of the island of 
:Negraia. Altb,ough this desire was not refused, the formal assignment WaS post. 
pned; but as it was his MajestYi intention shortly to repair to R&rigoon', to con­
duct in person the Pegue war, tne c()mpletion of the grant was deferred ~ a fu­
ture opportunity. Captain Baker having ob,tained his dismiBBal set out fOI: 
ltllyouk Kyoung, and on the 29th of September. embarked to return to Negraia. 

The English intereata in India, during the t.ime that hostilities still continue~ 
a,etweeu. the Birmans auel Peguers, were suspended in a doubtful Icale; Negr~ 
..,.. in consequence negleoted, though not yet abandoned. The Talion or Pegue 
8OftrnDlent, by the surrender of their capital, being DOW extinct, it became ne­
Geas&ry for foreilfners to oonciliate the new sovereign. Alonp.ra had 8ummonecl 
Mr. Newton ReSldent on the part of the East India Company at Negraia, to at­
&end him at Prome. On \his occasion he also addressed a. letter in his own name 

,10 the KiJIg of England, written on a leaf of virgin gold, ornamented with rubies~ 
"'hich he dl!livered to a Mr. John Dyer, and some other persons who visited hiul 
At Rangoon. Mr. Newton deputed Ensign Lister'to. the Birman Chief, ''With pre~ 

'.ents and instructions to obtain for the Company the settle~ent of Negrau., withi 
certain immunities and privileges of trade. ' 

1& pursuance ofhia orde1;ll, Ensign Lister let'tNegrais 011 the 27.h of,June ~757 • 
after lome unnecessary delay an instrument consisting of ti ve ' distinct articles, 
'WaS draWll np. The island o£ Negrais was granted to, the India Company in per. 
"etuity, together with a piece of ground opposite to the town of B"BBein, f~ the 
ilurpos.of erecting a fac.tory; in retllfn for which, the Company eng~ed to pa. 
1m annual tribute consisting of ordinance and milital:Y stores, eud to IUd and de­
~end the King of A va &gaiust an his enemi-es, the king t~ pay the expcll8es of auy 
Iroop.!with whioh he may be furnished. A particular clause specified that ai<t 
lBhoulcI be given to the Binnans against the King of Tavoy. 

Had thiS treaty being respected by the'Birmans, it would have b.een most ad­
'hIltageous to. the English; bllt i,ts pl'ovisions were not observed, and rumou~ 
llaid, ~at Alonpra was ignorant oiits import. 011 tho 22d of August 1757, Ensiglt 
Lister measured the alloted portion of ground neal- Bassein, On which the Bl'itisb 
colourl were hoisted, and th.ree vollies of small arms fired to solelll,mze the act G' occupancy. 

The aWain of the British Government ofIudia were 'by no. meaus ill suoh a state o( 
prosperity, as to allow of sending the 8uPJllr('s that were neC4-'SIIal'y for the- eWectua' 
.upport of the settlement of Negrais, it was therefore deemed expedient for the 
preseu.t, to withdraw the settleri from it. Capta.in Newton 'vas accordingly re­
ca.lled, and reached Bengal on:the 14th of May 1769, having left a few persons to 
take ca.re of the teak timbers and materin.1s for ship-building, that could not con­
,"niently be removed. 

Soon at'ter the 1;Ilturn of ClI.ptllin N ewtoll with his party. the GO,V8rnment of 
:Bengal sent Mr. Southby to N~grais, to take care of the nlatClials collected there. 
and to retain possessioll of the settlement. In prosecution of this determination. 
the Victoria, Snow, anchored in the harbDur of Negrais on the 14th of October. 
:.Mr. Southby disembarked on the evening of his arrival. One Antonio, an inter· 
l:;er of the Birman King, came down to Negrais to meet him, and deliveted tGI 

a letter, purportinl1 to be from the King: 
Antonio, who had p81d a visit to Mr. Southby on the morning of the 6th,wae 

ia\'ited by him to dinner on the same day, to meet the EU1'opean gentlemen of the 
llettlement. Whilat the entertainment was serving up, the treacherous guest with­
Grew. An that instant, a number of armed Birmans rushed into the house, anel 
lJarbarously murdered every soul except Mr. Robertson and th.ree European,_ 
who after defending themselves in a godowun surrendered on an assurance that 

, Iheir lives would be spared. A midshipman was about to enter the house, whem 
ahe alaughter commenoed, but rerceiviug the danger, he fled to the water-side. 
and was brou(ht away by one 0 the ship's boats. After the Europeans had beell 
<Geapatched, a;general massacre of the natives tookjlace; and of the whele Bottle'" 
.-ent only 60 men, 4 women, and one child escape to the ships. 

The Birmans thus becoming masters of the fortitied works, turned the guns of 
the battery against the EngliSh ships, which were greatly damaged. In the per .. 
f'ormanee of this Bervice, Lavene, the Frenchman, was conspicuously active; in .. 
deed the whole of this diabolical assassination seems to have been executed und~~ 
his direotion. Captain Alves, the Commander of the Victoria, was fortunatel)f' 
Ilot on sbore when the massacre took plaoe: he returned td Bengal in the begin", 
Ding of November, with the tidings of our misfortunes. 

After so many proofs of a friendly disposition, the assurances given to CaptaiIJ. 
l!aker. and the compact concluded with Ensign Lister, it is reasonable to suppose 
that lOme acts, not thoroughly explained, must have been committed or that very 
plausible misrepresentations must ha'vtl been used, to excite the Birman monarcll '0 take Inch sanguinary revenge. That Gregrory, an Armenian, was the princi­
pal instigator, ill a fact of which no naj;ive of the country, who mentions the trans­
action, entertains the smallest doubt; as well as that Lavene was, the agent and ill" 
atrument of execution. , '-

Whatever ~ht have been their inclination, the English settlements of India 
'Were not at this Juncture in circumstances to revenge the murder of their servants. 
anll exact retribution for the insult oWered to their flag. Captain Alves, who in the. 
preoeding year had conveyed Mr. tlouthby to Negrais, was selected to return l1li 
the bearer of letters and presents to the Birman-monarch:'from Mr. Holwell, 
Oo'f8rnor of Bengal, and Mr. Pigot, Governor of Madras. 

In the beginning of June, Captain Alves reached Bassein, where he was wen 
ftCeived. The Prince of BaBBein, who was at that time in Rangoon, sent repeat­
edly for the king's presents, but Captain Alves had resolved to deliver them in 
person, and not yet being furnished with suitable boats, he declined giving them 
up, on which the Birmese carried oft' from the vessel muskets, and whatever el86 
they could get at. At length he procured a boat, and quitted Bassein on the 
30th of ;r u1y; and on arriving. at Dagon, the prince compelled him to deliver the 
kmg's presents, and ordered him up to Court, whither he would rather not bave 
RODe, as the country was in a v<'ry \\Il6ettled. Itate. He remollstutec1 in vaiD. 
8Jainst the treatment he Dlet with. . 

,- - ." ~ 



'On ~e 22ndr of Augus.t. Captain Alyea'reached Tsagain, at this time the head 
Cj.uarterlof the Birman king.t On the 23rd he was honored with an audience to 
lIleliTer his credentials ,he, ho~evef, did not obtain allY satisfaction for'the massa­

,41re at Negrais. His Majesty was pleased to agree, that the property of the 'East 
India ComplLPr should be restored, and that all English subjects, who were prison­
en in hiB dOlD.lniODs, should be released. He also consented to give the Company 
a grant of ground for .. factory at Baesein, under the stipulation, that their chief 
8ettlementa~ould be there, ~nd not at. N egrais : thus abolishing the previous grant 
of Negrais and the whole of EQ.sign Lister's treaty. 

Bia Majesty was farther plca~d, on'the request of Captain Alves, to order the 
. release ot three, Dutchmen who had beea 'captured by Alonpra in his expedition 
,to Siam. " Atten~tl,1 on die ,10th flf October, having received the replies to the let­
ters brought.bY hun, Oaptain AlvesleCt 'l'sagain on the 14th, got to Bassein, whence 
•• again embatked, leaving·M'essr •. Robertson and Helass to take care oCthe Com­
pan!'lItpropertyt and reached'Calcutta a few day. before the e:zpiration of the year, 

Abo'I,J.t the ena of 17M,'the ,Bi¥mans undertook an ex:pedition against Siam, the 
41&Pital 01 whieh c!Oll'Dtry they took in 1766, They likew18e made an incursion into 
1'cIunneepore, where they ltay ed one month"and returned laden with plunder. 

In 1765, the Chinese, invade. the Birman tllrritories in consequence of a China­
man ila'Ying been murdered in an affray, and the offender not being given up. 
Thei we1e~owever,' repwsed. In the successive years of 1767 to 1769, the' 
Chinese 'armies invaded Birlnab, but were all driven back when, in December 
1769. a peaOle was concluded between the two nations at the proposition. of the 
Chinese The treaty stipulates forp exchange of presents, both armies retiring 
and peace and friendship bcing fiirmIy established between the two cOUJlltriesj and 
that letters on gold Ehould be exchanged once eve:ry ten years by the two monarchs, 
Such at least is the Birman version of these invasions; but their own historian. 
Admit. that the King would not receive the presents, and was highly inc1lnsed 
against his officers for entering into'such a treaty. It is rather to be surmiled that 
the Chinese ravaged the country for three/ears, and on certaiu submissions being 
tn.de to them by the Birmans,·they retire ,. The convention by which the eva­
Cluation. IIf ahe country·was procured, was cllnsidered by the King of Ava 80 humi­
liatinlt. ftJ.at to mark his disapprobation. and satirize the cowardice of his ~eneral, 
~e sent bim a woman's dr,ss. At the conferences with the British comaussioners 
at Yandahoo, the Birman chief's guoted the example of the Chinese, as one which 
they expected, we ahould imitate. Each party, they said, then retired from the 
contest on equal terms; the Chinese not claiming, as we did, territorial cession or 
pecuniary indemnity, 

In 1774, Munneepol'e waaagain ovelTun. as was Caehar, by the Birmans. 
The invasion of Arracan being determined on by the BJrmans, a force left the­

Imperial City in September 1783, and having taken the country, brought the­
King prisonn to Amerpoora, where he loon died. 

The surrender of Cheduba, Ramree, and the broken bles, followed the Con­
'quest of Arracan. Arracan with its dependenoies waa constituted Ii. province ot 
th~Birman Empire, and a viceroy appointed to govern it. In 1786, the Birman 
JIlO arch resolved to invade Siam at the head of a large army, and marched from. 
:M taban; but had scarcely entered the Siamese territories. when a furious en­
gagement ensued, in which the Birmans were completely routed. The King 
himself narrowly e8l)aped being made prisoner. In the year 1790 Tavoy was de­
li'Yered over to the Siamese, but was retaken by treaohery in 1791. The year 1793 
opened with overtures for peace ou the part the Sinmese a negotiation commenced, 
which speedily terminated in the rati6.cation of a treaty highly fa.vorable to the 
:pirman interests. By this compact the Siamese ceded'to the BlJ'mans the western 
JIlartime towns as far south as Mergui, thus yielding to them entire possession of 
Tenasserim. ' 

Upon the sl\bjugation of .Arracan, grea-t numbers of the native population fled 
frQm the cruelty and oppression of their conquerors, and either found an asylum 
in the British territories, or secreted themselves amongst the hills and thickets, 
and alluvial islands along its southern and eastern bo\mdariea, From these haunts 
thef occasionally sallied, and inflicted upon the Birmans in Artacan a feeble reta. 
liation tOJ: the injuries they had [sustained, 'retiring to their fastnesses .,.hen their 
purpose was effected, or when encountered hy a -superior force; and even taking 
refuge in Chittagong unknown to the British authorities. On its being a.~certain­
ed that three distinguished leaders of these robbers had sought refuge in the Bri­
tish districts, a Birman army entered our territories in pursuit of them, without 
any previous representation of the ca.use of their aggression"or intimation of their 
purpose, whUst a force of twenty thousand men was assembled at Arracan for 
their support, To meet these threatening and hostile demonstrations, the British 

, Government promptly despatched a force under General Erskine to the Chitta-



" 

.6!l~ frontier ... hert he had JI.c) sooner at'ri"fed, ahd tht Burman G6B61'al plI'~"felI 
OIU' iletermination to resist them, than a messenger was deputed to the Britisll 
camp, with proposals of friendship, followed shortly after by the fUrman general 
himselL. Frevious to entering upon any discussion, General Erskine peremptorily 
demanded the removal of the Birman troops from their thrcatening position 0110 
the frontier, which being done. affairS were speedily accommodated, and the pti­
Boners having been tried and found guilty werc lurrendered. 

In consequence of the resort of the French about this time to Birmah. and the 
neighbouring tracts and from a consideration of the political and commercial ad4 
Tantages to be derived from a more intimate connection with Birmab, the J;tight 
Honorable Sir John Shore, the then Governor General, deemed it advisable, if 
possible, to strengthen the existing intimacy and friendship with this state, ani, 
tberefore in t11e r.ear 1795 deputed Captain Michael Symes as Ambassador to t .... 
Court of Ava, With suitable letters and presents. 
I, On his arrival at Bangoon, he was doomed to experience the nsual modicum ot 
:birman insolence. After suffering neglect for some time, he informcd the local 
government, that unless he was immediately acknowledged and respected as the 
representative of the Governor General he would return to Rengal with the letter. 
and presents intended '01' the King. This remonstrance produced a good efiect. 
and all vexatious restrictions were forthwith removed, and suitable boats wel'e fur4 
nished for himself and suite to proceed to the capital. 

By this mission, permission was obtained for a British Resident or sUflerintend4 
ent to reside at Rangoon, for the protection of British subjects Ilnd British trade, 
and orders were issued, directing that the customary duties were only to be levied. 
Cllptain Symes, having, as far as practicable, considering the character of the peo­
ple, completed the service on which he was deputed to A va, returned to Bengal. 

In pursuance of the paper given by the Birman government in 1795 to Captain 
Symes, and miscalled a trea!::.' the Right Honorablo the Governor General Sir 
John Shore, Ba.rt., appointed _aptain Hiram :0)( to be Resident at Rangoon but 
not Ambassador, on the part of the Governor General, The principal obJects of 
this mission were j-

I, To render pcrmanent-andeffective the frienlDhi"p and alliance formed by t,ha 
'treaty ofl795.. • 

2. To protect the Political and I:ommercial interests of British India and its 
lBUbjects from Birman oppression. 

S. 'To counteract in 11 private manner, the designs of our encmies, and to en4 
deavour to prevail on the King to send an Embassy to Bengal. 

On the 12th October, :aptllin :ox landed at Rangoon, where he was treated 
with becoming civility, and on an invitation from the court, prepared to proceed to 
the capital. N otwith'ltanding that so large a sum as 30,000 .Rupees was collected 
from the inhabitants 01 Rangoo~t to defray the expenses of the journey, very un4 
auitable boati were provided. Having arrived at Amarapoora on the 24th Janu4 
ary 1797, he was destined to suffer a sedes of premediatcd insults, His Majesty 
at this time held his court at Mengwon, a few miles above Amarapoora, where he 
was superintending the building of an immense Pagoda, and to which place :ap4 
tRin :ox proceeded. No public I10tice was taken of him until the 6th February, 
when he was surprised at receiving an intimation, that the 8th was fixed on for 
his introduction to the King, The object of this precipitancy was evidently to 
-get possession of a state caniage, coining apparatus, &c. which His Majesty had 
Clommissioned:aptain Symes to procure for lum, and thg other presents,and whicll 
appeared to have ensured him a favorable reception from His Majesty, 

After his audience, however, he continued unnoticed, At this time, a Rajah of 
Assam, who had usurped the throne, and had been deposed by the aid of the Bri4 
tish, made an application to the ::ourt of Ava for assistance, and great preparations 
were making for invading Assam, although :aptain :ox had previously informed 
the ministers, that that state was under British protection. He reitel'ated~ hill .cOnl4 
plaints, and applied officially for boats. 

At length about the 21st or 22nd March, matters bere a more favorable appear .. 
ance, and he was indebted for some tardy civilities to the King's dcsire to interest 
the British Government in obtaining for him one of Gaudama'lI teeth, which WIUJ 
in the possession of the King of:andy. He, hewever, soon found himselt'subject-

'ed to the same neglect as he had before experienced; and after two montbJi' so· 
joura at Mengwon, he returned to Amarapoora, ~ 

In June, neglect stUl eontinuing his portion,l he informed the ministers of hiI 
Sntention of immediately quitting the capital, on which they consulted upon the 
propriety of ,detaining the embassy as a hostage until the 7,000 persons, who were 
.aid to have fled from Arracan into :w.ttagong at the Birman conquests of that 
Clountry, were delivered up ; and :hittagong, Dacca, Luckipore, and::assimbazal: 
formerly under Arracan, were restored to Birmah, together with one half of the 
:revenues collected from those countl'ies since they first cam.e into the British pos­
Bession. Captain :ox now feared personal restrain. ,After suffering many indig­
.nitilll for a period of nine months, he at} length .resolved to bear them no longea: 
and accordingly, embarked himself and followers, and dropped foUl' or five mile • 
.down the river on the 6th October 1797. A day or two after, however, overturec 
'Were made to him. on the part of the heir apparent, whom he visited, but he had 

• t.he mortiftoation to .iiacl out that in reality no change had come over the senti­
)nents of the 'court, and on the 17th he finally qqitted the capital, and roached: 
:;JlUgoon on the 1st N ovember, ~ 

~h;:,tc(;rp~ atnvell' p,O.tIln'gooj(a.:rew~s a&i\· and TssJ,lecl ~ a '6oWiia~et pro .. 
tiliiting'the departlU'e of the mission from the country, and instruction. were is· 
ned to the pilots to run ashore all armed vessels enterill!l' the port. 

At this time His Majesty had been taken with oft mama for fire-arms, and wish4 
ing our Envoy's assistanco to precure them, sent down an order acknowled~g him 
as Resident at Rangoon, and granting ground for a factory and garden. This or­
der came too late; for the mission was at the mouth of the river, on its return"to 
l}engal Captain Cox having left Rangoon on the 1st of March. 
, In N~vember 1798. The Raja of An-acan wrote a meet violent and menacing 

. letter to the Governor General, demanding the instant surl'ender of some Mugh 
fugitives who had taken refuge in Chittagong from Bil'mese oppression. 

The Governor General, (MM'quis Wellesley) contemplate~some further CClJDoo 
:.nunication with the Birman Government, on which Majo)! FranIrun was to have 
.been employed. Early in 1802, however, Captain Symes hilVing arrived from Eu4 
l'ope with the encreased rank of Lieutenant Colonel, thc GOTer¥or General ):'8801y-
ed upon deputing him to the court of Ava. ' 

The object oHhis mission was :-
1st. An improved treaty of friendship and alliance. 
2d Protectioa to commerce against the daily extortions ot the Birmese. 
ard, 1'0 demand an acknowledgment or dilavowal on the part of the King of the 

insolent and menacing threats of invasion, contained in the Governor of Arracan'. 
letter to the Governor General, and to explain to the Court of Ava, that according 
'to the laws of civilized nations the Mugh fugitives could not be sUlTendered, and. 
btlIis Excellency's doubts of the authenticity of the letter, was his only reasello 
for not immediately appealing to armll, to convince the Birman Government, that 
.&he British power could not be insulted with impunity. 

4th. To establish a Resident at the Court of Ava and a Consul at Rangoon, fo~ 
She protection of trade; and to procure the enforcement of the treaty of 1795. 

6th. To claim the Island of N egrais, or W'ebtaid lome commerci.u advantage • 
.,quivalent to its value. • 

Colonel Symes was well received and treated at Rangoon, but he was destined 
to experience the same slight and ind!gnities, as Captain COlt at the Co}U't where 
:be arrived on the 30th SeptembclII! .., ' 
. After great delay and difficulty. His Majesty deigned to acknowledge the Bri­
tish' Ambassador, who received an audience of. His Majesty on the ~8th flC 
",~~~vE!~ber. , 



, . Lieutenant 'Colonel Symes quitted thecoui:j; on" the 27tJi of December; havinlr 
~nly obtained in al1swe~ to the Governor's letter, a verbal message as if from the 
Xing, through the Viceroy of ltangooll, that no further demand should be made 
for the Arracan fugitives, and that the Governor of that district was not autho­
med til make any disrespectful or thl'catening dumand for them. His Majesty 
would offer no apology, neither would he li~ten to any new treaty, nor permit the 
establishment of a BI'itish Resident at Rangoon, as promised to Captain Cox, but 
;insisted that commerciol afl'ail's should I'emain on the footmg settled by the treaty 
Clf 1795, and declal'ed be wouhl not grant eithcT lauUs or b<lttlements in Bumah to 
any European power whatever, 

At Rangoon further indignities were pas~c(l upon him, Colonel Symes" how­
.ver satislied himself With fOl'Wlll dillg a statement of the Rangoon Governor' 8 
eonduct to the capital, and ... took Ius departlllEt (1OlU ii,angoon On the 20tll 
.1 anuary 1803. 

We must next notice the appointment of Lieutenant Canuing as Agent &t Ran­
;soon on the part of Colonel Symes. The oiJjt!cts of the mis~ion were:-

1 'To give the Birman Court an opportunity of apologizing for the insults 
"'hlch had been offcrel\ to tbe two precedlOg mission~, • 
< 2. To obtain good ~nd early informution of the state of French intercsts in Bir­
mah and to obeen. the general cunduct and fllcllugs of the Bu.-man Court 
toW~dB the British Government. 

C&ptain Canning h&ving &ruved at Rangoon was received with attention, ane! 
having duly forwarded Colonel Symes'letters to the Court, he received a reply 
with order& to the 'Rangoon Oftiuers stating, that His Majesty having grante<l 
Colonel Symes every wuh, s&w no necessity for sendin~ Birman Envoys to Cal­
eutta as at first intended; and that, 'in consequence of the Governor General', 
desire to seek refuge under the Golden Feet, Lieutenant Canning W&s permitteli 
to reside at Rangoon.' Thi. unusual condebceDblon from the Court, as well as the 
eivility of the local olficers, may probably be traced to the consternation create« 
by the near approach to the walls or the capital of a Siamese army, which, how­
ever, after 4,efe",ting the Birmane, and driving them from Zkimay, were obliged 
to return to the Eastern bank 9f the Solween, in consequence of the setting in of 
the rains. These civilities however were not uf long duration; for in November., 
the Yewoom returned from the capital, &nd his first act was to order all Englisbo 
letters to be opened. To reason with1lim was found impossible, &nd the order be­
ing persisted in, Lieutenant Canning retw'ned to Benga!. 

During the year 1808, an Envoy arrived in C&lcutta. from the Governor of Arra­
'can but the ob1ect of his mission WQ.8 not known. 

The French Isles having been blockaded, Captain Canning WRi deputed to Ran­
Boon as Governor General's Agent for the following olljects.-

1. To acquaint the Birmans tb:at the Isles ot 1"1'lInce were ;blockaded, and­
.xplain the custom on this head. 

2. To loothe them for the consequent diminution of their l'egue trade, and til 
explain the nature of the blockade system. 

3. To explain that the Brig' Bilmah' had been:seized. and condemned with 
her cargo, lUI it was proved to be French propeTty • 
• 4. To protect British p~rsons and. property in Bil'mah, and to,watch narrowlJ 
the intriguea of our enemies. 

Captain Canning arrived at Rangoon on the 2nd October, and w&s invited ttl 
. the capital by the Court, where lle arrived on the 10th of lfebruary ISlO, and wa,' 
'""ell received and treated, and though the ministers addressed a letter, in reply to 
, thole delivered by Captain Canning, to the Governor General, in their usual bom­
bastic style, and threw out vague hints at the restoration of Dacca, &0. yet he so.-
f.isfied the King and Conrt respecting the blockade system, and the Rangoon Go­
'!Fernment was forbidden from granting passes to veasels bound to the French Isle •• 

• '!rhe French interest had also in other ways been for 60me time on the decline at 
Court. Having brought his ,mission to a conclusion,..Captain,Canning returned t<» 
Calcutta in May 1804. 

In the early part of the succeeding yeal' a native of Anacaa, named Khyeu 
byen, a Hugh chief, who had before taken refuge With a number of his followers, 
in. the District of Chittagong, made an aggression into Arracan of a most serious 
:Dature. He was joined by many Mughs from Chittagong, and being aide" by 
those still resident in Arra.ea.n, they soon ovenan that province, and recovered the 
""hole of it, except the capital, from the Birmans. 'l'he Indian Government .. 
learning that the local authorities in Arrac:an entertained a conviction, that \he 
fnvaaion was supported by the British, and fearing that the first measure of the 
:Birman Government of Rangoon would be to seize and barbarously revenge them­
.elves on the persons and pI'ope1'ty of the British subjects residing there, determin­
ed on sending another mission to Ava. Captain Cl1nniug was for the third tinle 
deputed with the following instructions :-

1. To remove from the mind of the Killg &nd Caw'lI &£ A va, the conviction they 
appeared to entertain, that the invasion of Arracan was instigated or supported bJ' 

, the British Govenunent. , 
2. To represent the unjUillt and 'I1nftiendly'ronduct of the local Government of 

l'e~e witli respect to Blitish subjects and Bdtish ships trading to Rangoon;. es­
l'ecially the unwarrantable conduct of that Government in 8ei~lllg a ship, dispol­
lIessing the commander &nd sending her in charge of anothel' person with troops t(J 
".1'avoy, and refusing to offer- any compensation fOll the inlm'ies the veasel 8uatained. 
OJ' for the heavy loss occasioned by her detention. . 

3. To explain certain other questions between the two Go:vernments, rc:spectin~ 
the seizure of. Birman vessel and her cargo; of the crew of another vessel charg~ 
ed with murder and piracy. and of certain Military Stozes, w hieh the Commander 
elf a British Ship of War had taken out o£ a Brig. on her 'passage from Junk 
Ceylon to Tavoy. . 

Captain Canning was well received by tht anthGrities at Rangoon, and the 
Viceroy of Pegue, on the part of his Government, declared himself satisfied with­
the explanations oil'ered by Captain Canning respecting the disturbances in Arra­
ean. Captain' Canning took up his abode at Rangoon. waiting for. the usual au-
ahorUy from the Killg to proceed to the Capital. ~ 

In January 1811, King ·Berring (Bbyen byen) and his colleague being d.e£eated 
and driven out of Arraoon, took refuge in the jungles of thittagong, upon whic~ 
the Governor of Arracan marche<\a consider&ble force to our frontiers, and de­
manded the surrender of the fugttives, in the language- of me~ace and insult, 
'Whilst partie. of his troops actually entered the Company'. limits. and th' Go­
"ernor ostentatiously declared the expected approach of 80,000 men for the pur­
p08e of invading the British territories. the }'rench having forme"'&n aJ.li8nc& 
with them for the same purpose. Subsequent negotiations took place betweenhiu:l 
and the Magistrate of Chittagong, when he recalled his troops, den.ying all know-
ledge of their having e~ceeded the Birman territories. .-

Captain Canning was, therefore, desired to complain 01 this breach of frienll. 
,hip, and the violation of the British.territories, and the insulting tone of the Ar­
racan. Govemor's letters, and to communiclIote, that hy their conduct they had 

, ereated a state ot affairs Which, but f~ the friendly disposition of the Governor" 
• General, would iustify an. immediate appeal to arms; and that n.o. negotiation 

eould take place until the recall of tha..Birman troops from their threa.tening po­
,ition on th8 frontier. That Chitta.gon/f kad been fortified as' a measure of de­
fence, and though the Governor General ~ -desire was peace, yet the British Go­
'l'emment would be-at all timet ready to- resist insolelUle snd aggression, althougll 
~pellt()the call of juatice andreason, when ~ed in a suitable manner, and that 
t!1~ ~urrende.l' of tile Mugh rebe18 DllloSS be neg,Qtiate4 aCQording to the uagel of. 
'1.lllized nAtiOlllI. 



Our differenl'es were in a fair way of adjnstment, and the Envol wu evenlll:e­
paring for hid journey to the capital, when, on the 18th March, advice.' arnved. 
from the Supren,e Government of a second invasion of' Chittagong by the Birman 
Army. Captain Canning therefore declined to proceed to the capital,'and the 
Viceroy finding all his pel'suasions in vain, endeavoured to obtain forcible poues­
sion flf the Envoy's person, but fortunately he escaped with his suite to the llhip. 
~The Viceroy, sensible of the unjustifiable nature of his late attempt, made over­

tures to CaptlWl Canning, and the latter returned to his residence on shore. In 
the meantime he was reclllled, but peremptory i>rders had arrived from Ava to for­
ward him to Court, by • lorce, if necessary'.' 

The Viceroy, dreading the consequence of his disobedience to the royal orders 
to • seize the Embassy,' proposed several plana to -aptain ::anning, to qualify hia 
refusal, and, amongst others, that he would excuse hi& collecting a number of men 

, a8 a shew of resistance to his departur~ and. not take offence at having a few mota 
fired at him, which would ass\ll'8 the _ourt of hill exertions, and be latietactorJ to 

o all parties! 
On the 31st of July 181!, a Mth and most peremptory OMU arrived to lend 

:aptai1l ;:anning to :ourt immediately • by force, and well secured 'if nece .. 
sary,' it being the anxious wish of this benighted :ourt, regardless of conse­

'9,uences, to obtain possession of the Envoy and follewer., .. hostages for the de­
,livery oUhe Mugh rebels. • 

'jThe very officers who had been sent from :ourt to convey :aptai1l ::anning 
\ thither, weil secured, were astonished at the size and force of an English .hip-Ofp 
war. The armed ve!lSel 'Amboyna', was also present, and no doubt the dread of 
those two ships deterred the local Government from resorting to foroe. The Vioe­
roy was superseded from :ourt, and disgraced for disobedience to orders, '\Thich 
he had not the means of enforcing. :Ilptain :anning, however, having \ill'thingt 
ready, embarked himself and suite the same day. and sailed for Bengal on the 16th 
of August. 

In the early part pf the succeeding year, Birman Vakeels ItI'J'ivlld 'Jn -!1l~ttl(. 
with a renewal of the demand for the Mugh fugitives, and a Birman Sh~bonder 
or ::UStom-mllSter WIIS, during the year, arrested on his way to Delhi. whither he 
was proceeding ostensibly in search of religious books, but it was supposed, really 
to try and league the native powers against us. , " 

During the year 1814, the Birmans made two more incursions into the British 
territories, anti on both occasions they were guilty of seizing and murdering Bri­
tish subjects. They wer~ discovered endeavouring to intrigue with the native 
]lowers in a scheme to drive us out of India, and they carried matters 80 far as to 
forcibly detain the Agent of the Magidtrate of Chittegonll at Arracan for twenty 

. days under a guard. In consequenoe of this insult, au communication with the 
: Rajah of Arracan ceased. 

King Berring, who had beell crippled by the efforts of the British and Birmall 
tQovernments, died in 1815; the dispersion of his adherents, aud the cOllfinement 
oof the principal leaders, produced a favorable change in the state of the country. 
The insurgents generally manifested a disposition to return quietly to their home., 
but a few continued to lurk in 1Ike hills and jungles of Chittagong, under the com~ 
-mand of Ryngunzing. The depredations of this chief and his adherents were 
finally luppre!lSed by the surrender of the chief. Their existence, however, ought 
not to have furnished the Court of Ava with any additional ground of complaint, 
as the chiefs were kept as state pmoners, and persons of lesser rank and import­
ance were liberated, but restrioted to the Company's territories. 

Tha perfect immunity of the Birma1l frontiers from aggression) and the a.ssur­
ances ef the British Government, that so far 88 depended upon their officers, this 
desirable state of things should be perpetuated, might have:satisfied the Government 
of A va of sincerity of the pledge, and justified the expectation that amicable re­
lations would be permanently formed. 

The restoration of tranquillity had not, however, lasted long, when the demancl 
waa renewed for the surrender of the Mugh Chiefs. Several embassies went aent 
both to Bengal and Chittagong with the above object, but the Governor General, 
the Marquis of Hastings, refused to deliver them up, and wrote a temperate letter 
to the Rangoon Viceroy, to inform the King of Ava of the inutility of any further 
application on the subject. 

The peremptory and firm tone assumed by the British Government was for a 
.. hort time attended with salutary consequences, but in October 1817, an attempt 
at intrigue with the Court of Lahore was discovered and prevented. 

After the expiration of nearly a year, a second letter was received from the 
Rajah of Ramree; making a demand, on the part of the King of Ava, for the 
cession of Ramoo, Chittagong, Moorshedabad, and Dacca, on the alleged groWlds 
of their being anoient dependencies of Arracan. A letter in reply was written tIJ 
the Viceroy of Pegue, treating this demand as the autborized act of the RIIJah of 
Ramree; and stating, that if the Governor General could suppose it to have been 
dictated by the King of Ava, the British Government ;would be justified in consi­
"'ering it as a declaration of war. Previous to these communications, the Birmans 
-'Were known to have made overtures to the Mahrattas, and by a simultlUleoul 
riaing of these two states, the British were to have been annihilated. The Birman., 
however, were too late in their arrangements, for the Mahrattas had been already 
crushed, and this ebullition of Birman insolence died a natural death~ _ 

The constitution of Assam comprised even to a greater extent than UlIual with; 
Asiatic natiolls, the aeeds of civU dissension. The succession to the throne of that 
country being disputed, the Birmans interfered in favor of Rajah Chunder Kaunt, 
who was 8uccessful. Poorunder Singh, who was disposed, applied to the Supreme 
Government for assistance, which was refused., though they afforded him and his 
followers an asylum in the British territories. Repeated applications 'Were made 
for his seizure and surrender by Chunder K6unt, and a mullster of the King of 
Ava. _ • 

• Towards the end of May 1821, Poorunder Singh invaded Assam with a foree' 
uuder the command of a MI". Bruce, but this force was defeated, ·and the COm­
mander made prisoner. Rajah !:hun~ Kaunt though Buccessful was no~ lon, 
allowed to enjoy his usurped power. He began to tire of his friends, the Birman., 
&lld 0.8 a first act against them, is supposed to have ordered the murder of his chief' 
minister, who was warm in their interests,~and for this he was deposed. Thlt AI" 
lamese were growing weary of the plunderinl{ and devastatioiJJf of'the Birman 
Army, which at this time had to contend agamllt the forces of the two deposed 
princes; ol\r frontiers, consequently, became the scene of various excesses, fo'! 
which the Birman :hief a'{lologized, and stated, that our villages had been attaok­
ed by midtake, and offered remuneration for whatever injuries that had occurred. 

RIIJah =hunder Kaunt made head against his enemies in the latter part of the 
year, and having purchased supplies of arms and ammunition, and being joined 
by a 'number of Assamese, he became, in his turn, triumphant, and at the end of 
18!I, nad' again established his authority over the Western part of Assarn. 

The temporary successes of ~under Kaunt were arrested by the reioforcement 
of the Birman Axmy

t
' he was defeated and compelled to seek safety by fiight. 

In .July a Birman akeel arrived in :alcutta, bearing letters from the Birman 
;ommander in Assam, expressing a desire to remain on friendly terms with the 
.ompany. and to respect the Britil.h tenitoriesj yet should protection be given to 
.. !'under Kaunt, he had received orders to follow him wherever he might go, and 
hlte him by force. In reply, the Govemor General in :ouncU expre!lSed his de­
sire for peace and friendly relatioos, but refused to surrender the fugitive, and re­
$onstrated against a recent seizure and detention by the Governor of ArraClUl, ,0£ 
80me of our elephant hunters from'the province of;:hittagong. 

In the meantime A!lSam had ceased to be an independent state, and had be- • 
Wme a 'province of the Birman Empire. Rajah Poorunder Singh,latterlysup-

3'orted by the Birmanl, had been deposed, and the supreme authority vested in 
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for a feeble and distracted state. It was to be anticipated from the known pre­
tentions of the Birmans, and the spirit they had invariably displayed, that it would 
not be long before they found some excuse for disturbing the amicable relations. 
~lUt anticipation waa'speedily realiIed. An island in the Brahmaputra, on which 
the British flag had been erected, was claimed by the Birmans, the flag throwu 
down, and an armed force assembled to maintain the insult. _ 

Under these circumstances, our line of defence on that &ontier wu atrengthen .. 
ea, with a ~ew of protecting our valnable provinces of Rungpore and Dacea, the 
poase88ion of which had long been the anxious object of the King of Ava. 

For years past, the Birman. had been gradually encroaching on the Chlttagong 
frontier and advancing claims to the j~le8 frequented by our elephaiit hunters. 
whom they had unjustly seized and detamed, notwithstanding the urgent appli-
cations which were made for their release. • 

Taking advantage of the conciliatory policy of the British Government, and 
misinterpreting ita forbearance under insults to an inability to resent and punish 
them, they, in 1823, claimed the island of Shahpooree, which, independently of 
being situated on the ,:hittagong side of the river Naaf, and fordable at low water, 
had for years been occupied by British subjocts, and paying revenue to the Bri­
tish Government. Early this year,:the Birmans, in pursuance of their arrogant 
pretensions, and with a view to deter our people from occupying the island, at­
tacked a Mugh merchant boat, and wantonly shot the helmsman. The Magis­
trate immediately established a p,-:otecting gnard upon it, and reported, .that a. 
Birman force was collecting on the East bank of the Naaf. 

The determination thus shown by the British authorities ~ maintain the integ­
rity of their frontier was immee.iately resented by the Birman Governor of Arra­
can deming us • immediately to evacuate the island,' denying our right to any 
portion of the boundary river, and declaring, tha.t if the detachment was not im­
mediately recalled, the consequences would be a war between the two countries. 
He also deputed an ambassador to :;:alcutta, to enforce his unjust demands, ill 
which, however, he Wa.l unsuccessful. 

The Rajah of Arracan was addressed on the subject, out he replied reiterating 
the demand for the concession of the island, an in answer to his demand, the right 
of the :ompany was asserted, though at the Bame time, a disposition to investigate 
the cla.im in a deliberate and friendly manner was expressed. Before this reply 
could reach the Raja.h, he proceeded to carry his threat of applying force into exe­
cution, under the express orders, as was carefully promulgated, of his sovereign, 
the King of Av~ On the night of the 24th September 1823, a body of one thou­
&and Birmana a~cked and took the island of Shahpooree, and retired to the main 
land. This out;Jll.ge was followed by the aasemblage of an Army of about 16,000 
men in Arr_n, and sixty boa.ts were already prepared to transport it acroas the 
river into ::ruttagong. , 

In order to avoid till the last possible moment the necessity of hostilities, the 
Governor General, although determined to assert our just pretensions, resolved to 
alford the =o01't of Ava opportunity of avoiding any collision. With thie intent, 
the Governor General resolved to consider the forcible occupation of Shahpooree 
as the act of the local authorities alone, and addressee. a declaration to the Go­
vernment of Ava, recapitUlating the past occurrences, and calling upon that :ourt 
to disavow their officers in Arracan. 

In tho meantime, the orders of Government were restricted to the re-occupation 
of the island. The Rajah of Arracan, however, intimated to the Magistrate, that' 
any attempt on our side to take possession of it, would be resisted. In reply to the 
Governor General's letter, he denied, that the English had any elaims to thlf'is. 
land, and if we persisted in the course we were pursuing, he would take from UII 
Dacca, and Moonhedabad. On the 21st of November, our troops re-took the is-
land, which was at this time unoccupied. . , 

,- Sickness at length compelled the British troops td-Tetire from the island to Tek 
Naa.f, a post on the main land at no great distance from it; and Mr. Robertson 
informed the Birmans) that any attempt on their part to retake it, would be pun­
ished by us. In the meantime, the King of A va did not deign to answer the Go­
vernor General's letter, but peremptorily ordered the Arracan Governor, to retake 
theisland at all hazards, and a large Birman force was aasembled for this purpose. 
The Governor of Arracan made advances, and the messengers sent by him declar­
ed that they would be satisfied by a declaration that the island should be consi­
dered neutral ground, and not occupied by either party. This proposition which. 
if brought forward in a suitable manner in the earlier proceedings, might have 
heen admitted without disgrace, could. not be now listened to, and Government 
had decidell to eject them by force. _ 

In the beginning of 1824, two Birman armies actually Invaded :achar at the 
iJ~vitation of the Ex-Rajah Govind :'hunder, although it had been previously 
communicated to them that the British Government, being in treaty with that 
state, would not permit Birman interference. The same proteation was at the 
same time extended to the Rajah of Jyntea. A small force was in the meantime ad­
vanced from Dacca to Sylhet. The Birman armies, notwithstanding the repre­
!entations of the =ommissioner in Assam, entered .=a.char .in different quarters, 
the chief declaring that he had received the rOy8J orders to reinstate Govind 
:'bunder on the throne of =achar, and to arrest the three Munneepoorean :'hiefs, 
Georgeet Singh, Marjeet Singh, and Gumbheer Singh. It "therefore became ne­
ceasary to resist their progreas before they occupied positions; which would gi.ve 
them the command of the Sylhet frontier, and the BritiSh Officers were accordbigry" 
instructed to oppose the advance of the Birmans by force, and hostilities shortly 
ensued. 

Intelligence was also received, that the tl:oops under" Gu'inbhetlt'" SinjOlh had 
been defeated by a Birman force from Munneepore, and that a third Birman: 
division wa.s passing into J yotea immediately to the N otth of the station of Sylhet: 
It was therefore judged advisable by Major Newton, the Officer commanding on 
the Sylhet frontier, to concentrate his detachments to advance against the invading 
party from Assam, before they should have time to complete their intrenchments. 
Arrangements were immediately made to oppose them; and on the 17th of 
January 1824, Major Newton fell in with the N orthem Di~sio .. of their army, 
which, after a severe struggle, he entirely defeated. Subsequently to the actionl 
Major Newton returned Wlth the force under his command to- SyUl.et, withdraw-' 
ing the whole of the troops from :achaS. The Birmans then advanced to Jatra-; 
pore, about five miles east of the frontier, and eight miles from Bhadrapore," 
where the two divisions from Assam and Munneepore effected a junction, and 
erected stockades on the other bank of the Soormah, connecting them by a bridge 
across the river. 'I'heir united force amounted to about six thousand men, of 
whom four thousand were Assamese and ;acharees :-a detachment of two thou'­
Band more was posted at Kila Kaody, in tile South-east quarter of-achar_ The 
main body of the Birmans proceeded to push their stockades On th": North bank 
of. the Soormah, within one thousand yards of the British post at Bhadrapore ; 
but from these they were driven at the point of the bayonet. The Aasam division 
feU back upon the Bherteka pass and the Jetinghi rivel', whilst the Munneepore 
fo~e Btockaded itself at Doodputlee. 

Lieutenant ;olonel Bowen, who had joined and takeIl' ''the command, marched 
in pursuit of tile retreating enemy, and found them at the foot.ofthe pass above 
mentioned, stockading themselves. The troops formed and carried the position 
at the point of the bayonet. The enemy ded to the hills, and left no further 
forca in the direction of Assam to be encountered. ,'" 

Still th'ete remained the l\Iunneepore Division to be expelled, and with this ob­
ject Lieutenant :olonel Bowen directed his march against their position at Ddod­
,putlee} which proved much stronger than any yet aasailed; after being exposed to 
their tire for some time, the attempt was abandoned, and the force was withdrawn" 
to J atrapore. In the meaotime the B~s retreated &otrli their position, ao:d fell 
back to Munneepore, so that :achar ~freed from the presence of the enemy: 

The Naba Bundoolab took the supreme' command of the troops of Arracan'. 
having brought with him considerable reinforcements from Ava. ShortlYJlrior 
to his arriva.l, however, four individuals said to have-been deputed by the Ourt 
of Ava, arrived at Mungdoo. When the sepoys were withdra'WD from Sha.hpOOree, 
the Honorable =ompatly's Pilot Ves.qel • Sophia' was q/o'del"Jd 'to join the Gun boats 
ofF.that Island, to Bl!rve in 80me de~ee as a substitute fol"'the troops. Upon the 
arnvalof the Deputies on tl# oppOSite bank of the Naaf, they invited the -om.. 
manding Officer of the • Sophill' <jl shQre. under the pretence of commutlic;'till" 

~ < t ' , 
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10. Petition from Armenian Bnd other merchautJ of Rangoon 
to Commodore Lambert .• •• •• • . January 11. - 42 

11. Narrative by Captain Latter • •• . Jan. 2 to 9 - 42 
12. Mr. Halliday to Sir H. Elliot January 18. - .f 8 
13. Mr. Yonng to Captain T. Rogers. Superintendent of Marine January l~. - .f9 
14. Mr. Young to Colonel Bogle •• •• •• January 20. - 4!) 
15. Notification of blockade January 20, - 49 
16. Captain Rogers.to Mr. Yoang January 19, - .f9 
17. Mr. Young to Captain ~ogers January 23. - 50 

4. The Governor-General oJ India to the Secret.Committee. (No.5.) January 23, - 50 
5. The Governor-General of India in Council to the Secret Com-

JDittee •• •• (No.3.) February 'I. - 5) 
Six Inclosure .. 

1. Mr. Halliday to Commodore Lambert • 
2. Mr. Halliday to the Governor of Rangoon 
3. Memorandum sent by ~he President in 

Janulry 
January 

Council to the 
Governor of Rangoon .. 

4. Mr. Young to Captain A. Phayre. Commissioner of Arr&can 
5. A Merchant to Mr. Young •• • • • • • • 
6. A Merchant to Mr. Young • • . • • 

6. The Governor-General in Council to the Secret Committee (No.4.) 
Thirty Inclosures. 

1. Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday • •• 
2. Commodore Lambert to the Governor of Rangoon 
3. Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday • • • 
4. The Governor of Rangoon to Commooore Lambert 
5. Commodore Lambert to r.lr. Halliday • •• 

JanUAry 
January 
Janua,y 
Februar, 

January 
January 
February 
February 
February 

26.- 51 
26,- 52 

52 
27,- 53 
13.- 53 
23. - 54 
23,- 54 

3J.- ,1)4 
31.- bS 
2,- 55 
2.- 55 
2.- 56 

6. Mr. W. Dicey, commanding the E. I. C. ,team-yessel 
" Tenasserim." to Commodore Lambert • • •• Febrnary 2, - 56 

7. Burmese Paper. forwarded to Commander Lnard, ot Her 
Majesty's ship" Serpent" • • • • 0 •• 

8. Colonel BOgle to Mr. Halliday • • • • 0 • 

9. The Governor bf Rangoon to the English Government 

56 
January 27. - 57 
January 16, - 57 

10. The Governor .of RangC?qn to the British Commissioner at 
Moulmein • • • • • • • • •• January 16, - li8 

11. Petition of Merchants reSiding at Rangoon to the Goyernor-
. General •. •• •• •• •• 
l2. The Governor of Martaban to the' British Commissioner at 

l\foulmein • • • • • 0 • • • 

13. Colonel Bogle to Mr. Halliday •• •• 
14. Mr. Halliday to Colonel Bogle .0 • 0 ,. 

15. Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday. • •• 
16. The Governor or Rangoon to Mr. Halliday .0 
17. l\I"mnte by the Governor-General 0_ __ 

18. Mr. Halliday to 'Commodore Lambe~.. •• 
19. Colonel Bogle to Mr. Hallidsy •• •• 
20. The Burmese ¥inisten to the Eoglisb Government 

•• 

January 
January 
February 
February 
FeLruary 
February 
FeLruary 
February 

•• 

'0 

21.- 59 
30,- 60 
13,- 62 
2.- 62 
2,- &2 
12,- 63 
13,'- 67 
8,- 68 

69 
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No. Page 
6. Inclosures. 

21. Commodore ~ambert to Mr. Hall.iday •• •• •• February 9,1852 70 
22. Commander Luard to Commodore Lambert o. o. February 8,- 70 
23. The Governor of Bassein to the English Offieers .. January 26,- 71 
24. Commodore Lambert to the Governor of Bassein February 8,- 71 
25. Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday.. . •• · . February 10,- 72 
26. Colonel Bogle to Commodore Lambert .. February 8,-- 72 
27. Captain Latter to Commodore Lambert •• .. February 10,- 72 
28. Mr. Halliday to Colonel Bogle ... •• February 18,- 73 
29.' Mr. Halliday to Commodore Lambert •• •• February 18,- 73 
30. The Governor-General to the King of A va • • • • February 18,- 74 

7. The Governor-General in Council to the Secret Committee (No.8) o. March 8,- 76 
Nine Inclosures. 

1. Additional Notification or Blockade by Commodore Lambert January 25,- 76 
2. Messrs. Apcar and Gabriel to Sir H. Elliot ~ • • .. No date 76 
3. Petition of the Armenian Inhabitants of Calcutta .. •• 76 
4. Statement of the property of the Armenians in Ava · . .. 7'l 
5. Mr. Thomas to Messrs. Apcar and Gabriel •• .. February 20.- 78 
6. Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday.. •• • • February 12,- 78 
'/. The Governor of Bassein to Commodore Lambert · . •• 78 
8. Commodore Lambert to the Governor of Bassein o. ., 79 
9. Mr. Thomas to Commodore Lambert •• March 3,- 79 

8. The Governor-General in Council to the Secret Committee. (No. 14) 
Five Inclosures. 

April 6,- 80 

1. Colonel Bogle to C. Allen, Esq., Secretary to the Govern .. 
ment of India • • • • • • • • • • March 26,- 80 

2. Mr. Allen to Commodore Lambert • • • • March 22,- 81 
3. Minute by the Governor·General •• •• • • March 23,- 81 
4. Mr. Allen to Lieutenant-General Godwin .. March 24,- 84 
5. Mr. Allen to Commodore Lambert · . March 24,- 85 

Treaty with the King of Ava, signed at Yandaboo, February 24. 1826 •• • • 87 
Commercial Treaty with Ava, November 23, 1826. •• .. • • •• 90 


