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PREFACE.

We havé endeavoured in this summary to collect -and
bring”into focus the information and opinions we bave
gathered during our investigations. Qur’aim has been to
review the position as e preliminary to a general discus-
sion in a “conference, and to summarise ascertainable
facts and opinions. We are not a committee charged with
making recommendations and we have endeavoured
throughout te avoid 1mpart1ng any blas of our own opinions
to what we have recorded.

But this is ‘not merely a summary of our provincial
‘reports. During our investigation, we have found certain
outstanding features, such as the want of balance in road
development; short-comings of railways as compared with
motor transport in meeting the needs of the public; com-
plaints of excessive taxation from the motor transport
industry; the railway pomt of viéw that the burden of
railways is greater; and various suggestions for oo-
ordination; to which we feel we must refer and regarding
which we venture certain conclusions which appear to
emerge. Owing to the hurried nature of our tour and to
the wide field covered by our enquiry, we have not been able,
in our provincial reports, to deal in every case with all the
questions discussed, and while in this summary we have
supported most of our statements by references te provin-
cial reports, it must not he assumed that where such refer-
ences are not given we have no support, for our statements.

We feel that this general picture may be useful and
we veuture to hope that the whole will contribute something
to a satisfactory solution of the important matters we have
been asked ta examine,
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