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PREFACE TO T.tJ.E SECOND EDITION 

TuB work of revisJon has consisted chiefly in correcting 

errors and adding information ,which hail become avail

"able since Mr. Vincent Smith's death. My thanks are 

due to Dr. W. Crooke. C.I.E., for various suggestions, and 

to Mr. William Foster. C.I.E., for ~indIy permitting me to 

embody in the text various amendments which his expert 

knowledge of .tl;le British period had shown to be necessary. 

The brief account of the Coorgs on page 660 has been entirely 

rewritten in' the interests of accuracy; the n~ative and 

chronology of the later period have bt>en carried forward to 

the end of 1921. 
S. 1\f. E. 

LONDON, 1922. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

THE purpose of this book is to provide in one volume of moderate 
bulk and price a compendious up-to-date History of India all a 
whole, based on the results of modern research and extendlll" 
from the earliest times to the end of 1911. It has been designed 
with the desire to preserve due proportion throughout in the 
Ancient, Hindu, Muhammadan, and British Periods alike, t", 
space being car.efully allotted so as to give prominence to the mm, 
significant sections. The author has sought to attain scrupulo\J' 
accuracy of statement and impartiality of judgement, so far '" 
may be. The subject has engaged his attention for neady III 
a century. 

While foot-notes have been confined within narrow bounds, the 
authorities used are indicated with considerable fullness. The 
lists of authorities are not intended to be bibliographies. They 
merely mention the publications actually eonsulted. Chrono
logical tables, maps, and other aids for the special benefit of pro
fessed students have been provided, but it is hoped that the 
volume may prove readable by and useful to all persons wh
desire to possess some knowledge of Indian history and do nu~ 
find a mere school-book sufficient. No book on lines at all similar 
is in existence. rhe older works of Meadows Taylor, Marshman. 
and other authors are necessarily useless for the Hindu Period, 
which was treated consecutively and critically for the first time 
in the Early History oJ India, published originally in 1904, and 
revised in subsequent editions. The accounts of the Muhammadan 
Period in the writings of Elphinstone and in other books now current 
are inadequate and out of date, -being far behind the present 
state of knowledge in ~very section. In the present work much 
unfamiliar material concerning that period has been utilized, as 
explained in the second section of the Introduction. The British 
Period, the subject of innumerable books, offers less opportunity for 
novelty or originality of treatment. 

Notwithstanding the obvious truism that no man can lie master 
in equal degrees of all the parts of India's long story, it is desirable in 
my opinion that a general history should be the work of a single 
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author. Composite histories, built up of chapters by specialists, 
suffer from the lack of literary unity and from the absence of one 

-~ntroJling mind so severely that their gain in erudition is apt to 
be outweighed by their dullness. 

The memorable visit of Their Majesties the King-Emperor and 
his consort at the close of 1911 seems to be the best stopping-place 
for the narrative. The years since that event have been passed 
for the most part urtder the shadow of the Great War, with which 
history cannot yet dare to meddle. A bare list of some of the 
happenings during those terrible years is appended. 

The spelling of Asiatic words and names follows the principle 
observed in my work on Akbar, with, perhaps, a slight further 
indulgence in popular literary forms. The only diacritical mark 
used as a general rule is that placed over long vowels, and intended 
as a guide to the approximate pronuJ).ciation. Consonants are to 
be pronounced as in EpgIish. Vowels usually have the Italian 
sounds, so that M'r is to be read as • Meer • and Mal- as • MooL- '. 
Short a with stress is I?ronounced like 11 in • but', and when 
without stress as an indistinct vowel like the A in • America'. 
The name Akbar consequently is pronounced • Ukbur ' or • Ukber '. 
No simpler system is practicable, for we cannot revert to the 
barbarisms of the old books. 

Much research and care have becn devoted to the collection and 
reproduction of the numerous illustrations. 

My acknowledgements are due to the Secretary of State for 
India for general liberty to Use illustrations in official publica
tions; to B. Lewis Rice, Esq., C.I.E., for the use of two illustra
tions from Mysore and COOTg from the InBCTiptirms; and to 
K. Panikkar, Esq., for the loan of an engraving of Mahidaji Sindia. 
A few coins have been copied from the Journal and Proceedings 
0/ the Asiatic Society 0/ Bengal, by permission. 

Copyright extracts are reproduced by permission ofl\lessrs. Kegan 
Paul, Trench, Triibner& Co. (from Gover) I Mr. William Heinemann 
(from Professor Macdonell); Robert Sewell, Esq., I.C.S. Retired 
(Vijayanagar) ; and the India Society (from version of Kabul. 

N OTE.-As the book probably will be used 10 colleges. it seeU18 well to 
say that the two sectiof18 of the Introduction are not Intended for 

• junior students, who may leave them unread. 
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