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SUMMARY OF CoNn:N'r..¥1 

PART I. DIRECT RElATION.-

Chap. I.-The N,,!"re 0/ Language ~,O/~~ght. 

A language: the arbitrarY syst~< of 'signs and 
symbols, the most economical ~ efficient for 
the representation of thovght. 
l.a.nguage is either vocal, graphic or ,tactual. 
Cillcl's inheritance (I) Physic&ka capacity for 

speech. 
l2) Social (a) a language. 

(h) a system of 
Relationships 
(knOwledge)~ 

B. Thought: Sensations,' perceptions. images ann 
ideas. 
Thought implies' (I) A want 

, (2) reproduction of Assoelations. 
(3) A process, of sel~n; 

Chop. II.-The Pftrt played by Language in Thought~ 
Words-have the'same function'in thought 8$ per
cepts; stahle-imageS and gestures. W.ords largely 
replace these. ' 
Certain prohlems arise (i) 1$ thinking merely'the 
action of language mechanisms) No. 
(2) Is there such a thing as an ahstractidea., or'is 
it merely a word (Nominalism)}. There is an 
abstract idea. 
(3) Can we think 'without images? This -can he 
taken in two ways, viz.: 

(a) can we .think. usUtg only verbal images (in 
consciousness)? Y cs . 

. (b) Using npimages whatever? A litile. 
Development of thought largely dependent 0.'_ 
language: comPMe Helen KeUer and Laura 
Bridgman' with Julia Brace. 
Bilingualism and PoIylingualism. How we can 
comecutively think in one language at a -time. 
Use of Mother-tongUe and of Other-longue. 
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PART lIt. INDIRECT' RELATION. 

CIla~:-III;......,..The .use oj a. Foreign Medi~m affect. thou6ht 
", by' A/Jeding':--. 

(I) Perception. Words 01 foreign languag~ not 110 

easllyperceived,especiaUy at the beginning. 
Requires mo~ "attention~ 

(2) The Btrengthand Variety 0/ ASlOciation.. Mean
ings, mOre vague, words not so-eaSily reproduced 
-See, r~action time e:ltperiment. 

(3) Inferesf arf(r~ttention. Language requires more 
att~tion, ,pence subject-matter gets less - Le •• 
interest. See evidence. 

(4) fatigue. Selective activity - the alternation of 
attention betwe~n langUage and _ 8ubject-matter 
causes fatigu~E:vide:Qce and ex~ment .. 

(.5) Expressicm'·o/ Thought. A. Oral-Ies8 discu8sion-
\ fewer questions ,and answers. B. Written-E.ssay, 
weake~-Iess imaginative. Jesldogjcal. less natur~J 
E.vidence and experiment. 
Infhlenc~ of one lan~ge on the ~ther. 
(6) Rote Learning: Habit of roteMlearning en
"c~\Jl'aged., as a. result ·01 the "difficulties of com
prehension and expression-.-evidence. 

(7) The'Relaticm between School· an,d Home. School 
ass~ciat~d with"';fo~eign' medium; .home and out
$ide life. which are· most real to the child, with 
the mother-tongue. Hence school less natural-
Evidence. . . 

(8) Adler's Theory ~f. the; Infe.Pority. Complex. 

(9) The Spread 91 Culture: (I). Graphically-Reading 
, ' and Writing. 

(2) Orally-Discussion. 

In both cases the" SNead of cultur~ is adverSely 
affected by the·u$e of a foreign medium. 



Chap. IV.-The'Motivu/or Ma/U.ng a Foreign Language 
the Medium 0/ Instructia:n. -

(I) Politicah-The function' of-language for a nation· 
ationality. What its replacement would mean. 

(3) So . al { E. conomical' and' social advantages 

(2) Ec
Cl , ' __ 1 attached to the use. of the' foreign 
onODllf;AI edi ' mum. 

(4) Educational. (a) Advantages of bilingualism. 
(b) Different culture requires the 

language' in which it is ex
pressed. 

(c) ,Inadequate langUages. 

Chap. V.-Method 0/ Replacing the Mother-tongue as 
Medium. and Csmdutrion. . 

Failure of foreign language medium instruction. 
Sometimes it is. necessary 
How the replacement is accomplished with least 
harm. 
(I) study of second language-it can be com

menceo in Infant Oass. 
Compromise of direct method. 

(2) Replacement should be gradual~piead OYe!' 

several years. 
Conclusion-ehort 'summing up. 
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we sawl that we had tol fnake use of a foreign medium. 
that the a,dvantages attached to' it outweighed the dis
advantages, especially if the replacement, was done in 
t~e ti~ht way~ . The second language must first be taught 
by a compromise of the direct method, must gradually and 
almost impercep~ibly replace the mother-tonaue 88 

meduiin. This study has shown us in what way words 
are; connected ,with ideas; it has shown us how thought 
is affected by the use of a foreign medium; it haa. thrown 
some 'light on th. 'relatio~ betw~en language and thought. 
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