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PREFACE.

Tae present volume, like its predecessor, is complete in
itself. It tells the history of India under Mussulman rale,
At the same time it forms the fourth volume, or part of the
fourth volime, of the “ History of India from the Earliest
Ages)”’

The history of Mussulman India is altogether distinct
from that of Hindd India. The previous volumes treated of
the Hindd people ;—the natives of India properly so called.
The present volume treats of the Mussulman people ;—the
fair-complexioned foreigners who conquered the Hindd
people in the eleventh century of the Christian era. The
Hindd people worshipped idols, as they were taught by the
Brihmans. The Mussulman people worshipped the God of
the Patriarchs, as they were taught by Muhammad the
prophet. The history of Mussulman India bégins when the
Rajpoots were masters; it tells how the Mussulmans became
masters; it gives the annals of Mussulman Sultans down to
the time when the English began to play a part in India.

The history of Muossulman India has been divided into
four periods; they correspond to four stages in the develop-
ment of the religion of the Koran ;—the Sunni; the Shish,
the Sdfi, and the Sunni revival. This division is sufficiently
explained in the progress of the history. There is another
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division which demands an explanation at. the outset ; it is
the separation of the Mussulman périod from the Moghul
period. .

The Mussulman period is the one properly so called.
It extended from the eleventh century to the sixteenth.
Throughout this interval of five centuries the religion of
Islam was dominant throughout the Mussulman empire.
The Sultans were mostly staunch Mussulmans.

The Moghul period has been wrongly called Mussulman.
It extended from the sixteenth century to the middle of the
seventeenth. Throughout; this interval the Koran was neg-
lected or ignored; many of the so-called Mussulmans were
Séff heretics; many affected open infidelity. Akber, the
greatest sovereign of the Moghul dynasty, threw off all pre-
tence of being a Mussulman, He persecuted Mussulmans ;
he destroyed mosques ; he broke up the power of the Ulamé,
or Mussulman church ; he drove the chiefs of the Ulami
into exile ; he set up a religion of his own, known as the
“Diyine Faith.’”” Neither Akber, nor his son Jehangir,
nor his grandson Shah Jehan, has the slightest claim to be
called Mussulmans.

The historians of the Mussulman period, properly so called,
generally told the truth,” Occasionally they may have praised
bad princes because they were good Mussulmans ; otherwise
they were honest and trustworthy. They were kept up to the
mark by the influence of the Ulamé. The Ulam4 comprised
the collective body of doctors, lawyers, magistrates, and
judgesresident at the capital. It combined the authority of
law with that of religion. It was the one independent voice
in the circle of Asiatic despotism. Had the historians of the
Mussulman period sacrificed truth to flattery, they would
have exposed themselves to the scorn of the Ulam4.!

! Ferishta is a type of the truth-telling historians of the Mussulman period.
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Under the Moghul rule all these conditions were
changed. When Akber broke up the Ulam4, public
opinion ceased to have a voice in India. History degener-
ated into flattery and falsehood. European historians of
India have believed in the fulsome flattery of Persian para-
sites and party writers.? They have ignored the authority of
European contemporaries, who had no temptation to depart
from the truth. Jehangir and Shah Jehan have been
lauded as great and beneficent sovereigns. In reality they
were the most shameless tyrants that ever disgraced a
throne. Moghul administration has been held up as a
model for British imitation. In reality it was a monstrous
system of oppression and extortion, which none but Asiatics
could have practised or endured. Justice was a mockery.
Magistrates could always be bribed ; false witnesses counld
always be bought. Religion had ceased to be a check upon
Asiatic corruption and depravity. The Hindds were slaves
in the hands of grinding task-masters ;—foreigners who
knew not how to pity or how to spare. In the present day
there is greater secresy in native rule; a greater fear of the
interference of the paramount power; a show of imitation
of British administration. In reality the spirit of tyranny
and despotism in native states.is the same as ever.

The evidence by which Moghul history has been placed
upon a truthful footing is beyond all question. It is given
by Europeans of different nations, who resided in India

So are most of the historians which have been translated and preserved in Sir
Henry Elliot’s History of India as told by its own historians. Abul Fazl and
Khéfi Kbhan are types of the flatterers who flourished during the Moghul period.

This statement by no means diminishes the value of Mr Blockmann’s transla-
tion of the Ain-i-Akbari of Abul Fael. Mr Blockmann’s work is invaluable.

2 No slight is thrown upon the study of oriental languages. No one can have
a greater respéct for such study than the author of this history. It has led to
discoveries in philology and religion, which will be appreciated for gll time. But
belief in an oriental flatterer is a very different matter.
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at different periods during the reigns of Jehangir and Shah
Jehan. A general agreement runs through them all. William
Hawkins was an English sea captain who spent two or three
years at Agra between 1608 and 1611. Sir Thomas Roe
was an Englishman of good family who followed the court
of Jehangir from 1616 to 1618 in the character of an
ambassador from James the First. Sir Thomas Herbert
was an English gentleman who travelled in India about 1627
and 1628. John Albert de Mandelslo was a young gentle-
man who had been brought up in the court of the Duke of
Holstein; he travelled in India between 1638 and 1640.
Francis Bernier was a French physician who lived in India
from 1656 to 1668. He resided at the Moghul court at
Delhi; he traversed India from Kashmir to Golkonda. John
Baptista Tavernier was an intelligent-jeweller who travelled
through India two or three times in the reigns of Shah Jehan
and Aurungzeb. Monsieur de Thevenot was a French
gentleman who travelled through India in the early years of
the reign of Aurungzeb. Such are the authorities on which
the historian has relied; they present a true picture of
native rule.

There are other authorities, besides those cited, which
demand special mention. A Venetian physician, named,
Manouchi, resided forty-eight years in India. He was in
the service of Shah Jehan ; afterwards in that of Aurungzeb.
He compiled memoirs of the Moghul sovereigns of India;
they were drawn out of the Moghul chronicles or registers
which were preserved at Delhi in the Persian'language. The
memoirs were written in Portuguese; they comprised extracts
from the chronicles franslated into Portuguese. Manouchi
sent his manuscripts to Europe. They were adorned
with portraits of .different Moghul emperors, and of all
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the eminent men in the Moghul empire. The portraits
were painted at a great charge by arlists employed in the
Ppalace.

The memoirs of Manouchi fell into the hands of a Jesuit
priest named Father Catrou. They do not appear to have
been printed or published. In 1708 Father Catrou published
at the Hague a history of the Moghul empire written in
French; it was based on the memoirs of Manouchi. In
1826 an English translation of Father Catrou’s history was
published ir London.

The history of Father Catrou has often heen cited
in the present work. It forms the very best authority
for the history of the reign of Shah Jehan. Catrou’s
history of this period is in accord with that of Bernier.
Catrou is far more -successful than Bernier in bringing
out the true character of the leaders in the great war
which brought the reign of Shah Jehan to a close.
Manouchi must have sent to Europe copies of the corre-
spondence between the more prominent actors. Catrou
quotes letters which reveal the inner nature and disposition
of the writers. The substance is given in the sixth chapter
of the present volume. They impart a dramatic character to
the history.

Father Catrow’s history is incomplete. Manouchi wrote
memoirs of Aurungzeb, the son and successor of Shah
Jehan. Father Catroun closes his history with Shah Jehan,
the father of Aurungzeb. He states in his preface that he
had written a history of the reign of Aurungzeb based on
Manouchi’s memoirs ; he promised to publish it if his history
of the previous Moghul emperors found favour with the
public. Neither the memoirs nor the history of Aurungzeb
appear to have been published. Possibly the manuscripts
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may have been preserved in some library down to our own
time. If so they would be a great boon to the historian,
The reign of Aurungzeb is difficult and obscure. Manouchi
would have been able to correct by his personal knowledge
any bombast or exaggeration that might be recorded in the
chronicles.

Under these circumstances the present volume bas been
brought to a close with the reign of Shah Jehan, Mean-
while the author would be glad of any information re-
specting the memoirs of the Moghul empire in India by
Signor Manouchi, or the history of Aurungzeb by Father
Catrou.?

There is one other point to which attention may be
drawn. It will be seen in the course of the present volume
that the Moghuls bore a striking resemblance to the Vedic
Aryans ; that the Moghul empire in India between the six-
teenth and eighteenth centuries was probably only a repeti-
tion of what has been apparently going on in India through
unrecorded ages; that the Moghul empire in India was only
the last link in a chain of empires which began in the remot-
est antiquity. In other words, it will be seen that there is
reason to believe that the Vedic Aryans were Moghuls;
that Asoka and Akber sprang from the same stock as the
worshippers of the Vedic gods.

The authorities for these conclusions are referred to in
the course of the history; some extracts from those

® The appendices, index, and maps will be published with the second part of
this volume. At pege 27 it is statéd that Hinda history will be treated in ¢ the
fourth *’ chapter of the present volume ; it should have been “a future” chapter.
- The Hind4 history of the Peninsula will be dealt with in the forthcoming part of
the present volums.
The name of Chitér has been wrongly accentuated in some of the earlier
pnges. It should be Chitér, not Chitor.



PREFACE. XV

authorities are given in the notes. There is one important
passage in the Travels of Father Rubruquis* which has been
omitted; it is worthy of being extracted, and is accordingly
given in the present place :—

“ When they (Tartars or Moghuls) meet to make merry,
they sprinkle part of their drink upon the image which is
.over the master’s head, and afterwards upon the other
images in their order; then a servant goes out of the house
with a cup full of drink, sprinkling it thrice towards the
south, and bowing his knee every time; this is done in
honour of Fire. He performs the same ceremony towards
the east in honour of Air; then to the west in honour of
Water; lastly to the north in honour of the Dead [i. e. of
ghosts]. When the master holds a cup in his hand to drink,
before he tastes he pours a part.of it upon the ground; if
he drinks sitting on horseback, he pours out part upon the
neck or mane of the horse before he drinks.”

Those who are familiar with Vedic conceptions will pro-
bably recognize them in the foregoing extract.

Rubruquis travelled through Tartary and visited the
courts of the Moghul Khans in the thirteenth century of the
Christian era. At that time the Moghuls carried on frequent
wars against the Turks, The antagonism between Moghul
and Turk prevailed at every period in history. It will be seen
in the course of the present volume that it corresponded to
the antagonism between the solar and lunar races, the
children of the sun and the children of the moon, which has
prevailed from the remotest antiquity. A golden sun, or a
peacock, has ever been the emblem of the Persian, the

4 See pages 123 and 124 of the present volume.
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Rajpoot, and the Moghul. The moon or ‘crescent has ever
been the emblem of the Turk. The antagonism between
the two has outlived their common ¢onversion to Islam; to
this day it finds expression in the antagonism between
Shiah and Sunni®

“In conclusion the author begs to express his best thanks
to the Rev. William Baines for kind help in the translation
of authorities in Portuguese, Spanish, and other European

languages.

Witham, Essex,
1824 December, 1875.

¥ See page 277 of the present volume,
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